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'BEAR DRIVE HITS -

SOUVENIR MARKET

But German Factories Are
Making War Memenioes
Right Aleng

GCVERNMEN T TAKES HAND

Specimens for Historical and Ex-
perimental Use Deplete Stock
at Doughboy’s Disposal

The dry remark of the American officer
In ‘Trier that there are more German hel-
mets in the United States than there are
in the entire kaiserless Fatherland has more
than the customary grain of fruth in it
The battleficlds have been sgwept clean,
nid though there may be a few warchouses
in interior Germany as yet untouched it
probably won't be .long before their con-
tents will be on their way to occupied ter-
ritory, ready for sale to the flrst Yank or
Allied purchaser that happens along,

Although it has not been officially re-
vealed that there are factories in Germany
turned their lathes ‘and machines for no
other purpose.than to satisfy the insatiable
American craze for souvenirs, it is known
there are several plants turning out little
things such as rings with minlature Iron
Crosses on them, buttons, asBsfiays, ete.
One of these is at Essen, while othérs are
seattered about in the vieinity. Frankfort,
ulso, is belicved to harbor a factory making

. a specialty of war mementoes.

‘The plant ncar Essen is said to be going
strong on rings made out of gun metal, and
brightly burnished te look like gold. 1In-

+ deed, many Yank purchaseras are of the

impression that these rings are of pgold—
but the only gold in Germany, #f German
authorities and newspapers are to be be-
Neved, If it i3 not in the toe of some stoclk-
ing or in the pot under the fireplace, is in
German banks, or on its way to pay for
damages, "

Issue Iron Crosses

When the war began, Wilhelm der,
Ziweite had millions upon millions of belts
and belt buckles, tons upen tons of Iron
Crosses and wound medals, buttons,
epaulettes, and all gorts of other ordnunce
supplies, Much of this was left oven
when the war ended, even the Iron Crosses,
though, as every Yanlt knows, they were
distributed us a sort of regular ration, like
slum or C.C's. And it Is these leftovers
that are now being sold.

If the traffic keeps wup, it won't need an
edict of Ajllied and assoclated powers to
prevent the Germans from baving an Army.
The -c¢loth I3 being made over inte clothes
for children—the Germans are inherently

to race sulcld hile the.rest of
the staff is being sold over the counters.
A German Army without Iron Crosses an{
other pretty and glossy baubles certainiy
can't be expected to fight, not by resolu-
tion of radical Rhine Republics, nt least.

'There are no Iron Crosses for sale in
Coblenz, that is, not ofilcially. There was
a great Tenton hue and cry over the
traffic in ope of the foundation stoncs of
lcultur, and the ‘shop keopers withdrew
them—from their windows; and they're
rather hard 1o get.

‘Warchouses Cleaned Out -

The big German warchouses at Metter~
nich, across the Moselle, about whose con-
tents fabulous tales permeated agen unto
the hinterlund of the 8.0.8., and which
proved such a Meeen for officers, seeking,
one and uli, at lenst one shiny helmet of
the type sent to America to be used -as
Sprizes in the Victory Loan-——the contents of
ihose warchouses, be it repeated, are merely
rogged shadows of their fHrmer shelves.
The helmets are “kapoot” And if you
so much as whisper the word “souvenir”
in a sort of wistful, hungry way at Metter.

- nich you are apt to be massacred in lce

eold blood, or, if the interrogee iy feeling
particularly joviai, you will be referred to
an American soliler's helmet, regulation
issue, suspended on & nail behind the com-
manding officer’s desk, and beneath which
are printed the words: *“This is the only
kind of helmet we have for souvenirs.”
And even thnt sign may have to be iaken
down pretty soon.

Ag a matter of faet, much of this ord-
nance material Is already in the S.0.8. or
on_its wany (0 America in fulfiliment of o
G.H.Q, order to the cffect that the Govern-
ment had taken n» hand in the souvenir
game, and that-it wants everything it can

. get for historical, photographical and ex-

perimental purposes,

Three classifications were made of the
stufl in the warchouses. Part of it poes to
the salvage department at Tours for photo-
Twenty spechmens of
every object found were collected for the
engineering colleclion at Ts-sur-Tille, from
where they go to the States. And then
there is the historical collection which was
shipped first to Gievres, and then f{o
Americn, _

There were’ many lugers and Mauser
pistols, but these, somehow, disappenred
mysterjously shortly after the first dough-
boys marched into Germany. And the
Germans took away all the leather they
could carry—so that all that was left, in
addition to a lot of ancient firearms, which
were carefully collected and catalogued,
was e Yollowing: .

Blankets, haversacks, infantry packs,
_some of doeskin, some:of calfskin, some of

s

BANTAMS IN RING FOR SHORTEST
_ HONORS; OTHER—ESTS ENTERED

Are you a record breaker? .
Who is the shortest man in the AELF.Y
Who weighs the most?

Who weighs the least?

Who is the woungest?

Who is the oldest?

Who has been longest in the Army?

‘Buck to sarge to brig and theh on the
road to shoulder bars—and all this for the
love of u woman, is the specd record of
“Corporal Ordiuaire,” of the 800th Aars
Squadron. ’ .

After ei(;lﬁ: months as acting sergeant, the
corporal states that he was promoted from
bueck to a proud wearer of three chevrons,
reduced to corporal and put in the brig for
going AWOL in order “to keep an, enguge-
ment. with one of France's swectest and
fairest daughters.”

When the young lady visited the prigoner
in confinement, howoever, the C.O. caught a
glimpse of the demoiselle, had a change of
heart, and recommended the corporil for a
commission, o

‘Maybe there’s nothing in a name, but it
seems thut the C.0s name was Wildor.

Cpl. Henry Spadola, 4th Company, 4th
A.S, Mechanic Regiment, declares that no-
body has anything on hims when it comes to
height. 1 am only 4 feet 10 inches,” he
says, “and weigh 93 pounds.' .

But Cpl. Frank B. Burke, Meadquarters
‘Detachment, 80th Division, Army of Occu-
pation, tops him under by three inches, ne-
cording to his own statement,

Four feet nine and one-half inches north
and south is the.claim to fame of Master
Engineer Joseph T. Preziosi, Haq., Jist Bat-
talion, 25th Engineers, AP.O. 716,

Pvt. Leo Ruff’s admirers in the Motor
Dispateh Serviee claim that he is the most
youthful, smallest and hardest-boiled man
in the AE.F. s specifications are: Ar-
rived in France sub rosa with an Artillery
outfit,  Was 15 years old at that time,
weighed 95 pounds, was 4 feet ¢ inches
tall. Ee smokes black cunteen cigurs and
chews tobaceo; he has mastered the lan
gunge of the AJLF. and calls his bunkies
pikers when they-refuse to fade him for
any amount. Private Ruff is immensely
nroud of his long-since dingy service stripe
and wishes Lhat it were -on hig right sleeve,
Finally, he huas spent part of his service as
a guest of the APDL's hotels t

with 64,186 steres of fuclwood. On January
40, 1919, ihe 19th Company, 20th En-
gincers, located at Chateurox, Indre, cut
on one of these mills, running ten and one-
falf hours, 6 T “feet. On this day, 1,793
logs passed over the carriage. “We believe
this is the record cut for the AE.F.,” reads
their announcement.

“fhe self-naned AEF, 'Pramps of Grand-
Pré submit (1) that they have been without
mail or pay for four months; (2) have not
been out of their boots for five months;
(3) must travel 28 kilometers to the nearest
Y hut; (4) have just learned that their
original organizations either have sailed or
have sailing orders, and (§) they still know
how (o smile.

And  Master Engineer (J.G.)  Harry
Prewett wishes to go on record that he
wants 1o go home worse than any other
man in the AEI and will prove it to any
of the 1,500,000 competitors who are well-
ing to listen. . B

-~ Juck Stephens, Q.M.C., enters the first
chilid contest with the claim that young
Miss Stephens was the first ABEF. echild
born overseas. She arrived July 21, 1918,
ai London.

Sat.
fantry, anxiously brealks ihe candy rccord
by admitting that he received two issues
in one week,

J. T. Owen, Company Y. 116th In-

The Mallet Reserve, the famous Franco~
Americun unit of the Irench Service Auto~
mobile, presents this claimi—

“Alore shells were fed to the French and
American three-inch guns that blasted the
Germans ofl the Marne and Vesle and Oise
by this organization than by any other of
ity size in France, Between the 6th of June
and the 11th of November, when the arm-
istice was signed, the American drivers
alone hauled over 6,800,000 shells of all va-
rieties to the guns. In addition, they also
hauled 23,453 tons of infantry ammunition.
This hauling didn’t mean trarsferring from-
one depot to another; it menn hauling from
tiie railhead to the guns themselves.”

i sl musdles

‘/

_the AEF,

They're all after Charles Brady's record,
and Richard Pratola, Company C, 107th
Tield Signal Battalion, suggests that Brady
go out in the sun and get melted down to
the Pratola height of 4 feet 10%.

The band of the 104th Infantry comes
into the decoration limelight in that eight
members were decorated by the French,
one won the D.S.C., and 13 have received
divisional eitations. The average age of
the bandsmen is 21 years.

Looking for the man in the AETF, who
wears the mest wound stripes. . Is he In
your outfit? -

.

Mehun-sur-Yevre hag a captain of the
Q.M.C. who has been_ in adtive and con-
tinuous service of the United States Army
for 37 years., They believe there that this
is a record. -

When Pvt. A. R, Aschinann got hig first
letter from home it had ¢arned one scrvice
stripe and was well on the way to the next,
HMe Innded in France April 16, 1918 ; his first
tetter reached him February 19, 1918, It
informed him that his parents had been
writing every day. He was a casual from
thie 40th Division and was put in Company
", 128th Inafotry, 32nd Divislon, whero he
has been ever since, except for a little time
gpent in hospital. Private Aschmann l8 now
in Wienau, Germany,

The Tth Battallon, 20th Engincers, as-
signed to the French Army, finished opera-
tions with them .on Januory 31,1919. This
battalion used the 5,000 foot dunily capocity
tie mill, and in cight and one-half monthy
cut 16,982,493 feet, the greater poition of
which was standard gouge ties, together

dogsking, some of goatskin; tank guns (no
ane scems Lo want these unwieldy weapons),
sausage grinders, booi guards, spurs, hel-
met covers, some for the field, some Ior
dress occasions and maneuvers; snuff and
dubbin JAoxes, tent cloth, tent poles and
ping (very good material, too), harness of
ail kinds, and all made of paper, including
the U spiral pultees, also of paper;
orks aml spoons, glass and metal
canteens, prayer books with blue covers
and Testaments with black covers, wound
medals (black for one and two wounds, sil-
ver for three¢ or four, and gold for five or
‘more-~there—are no more silver or gold
meilals) ; sober knots, German Red Cross
arm ~bands, prisoner of war arm boands
(yellow with red lettering), various jin-
gignia, such as the crossed flags of the
Signal Corpy, the capital ¥ of the field
“tclephone buttslions, and the snaky orange
insignia of the Medical Corps,

And then there are the coffee roasters.
The German “coffee beans” wused to be
issued raw, and had to be roasted {n the
fleld. There are also checse cans-—which
need Nno comment except to add that the
Germans did issue cheese cans.

And all this i In charge of the 303rd Ad-
vaneed Ordnance Depot, members of which
eat, sleep, are cnterinined and do thelr

guarding all within the precinets of the
warchouse enclosure, .

can be repaired at
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SHAV!NG becomes a pleas-
_ant routine with the ‘Ever-
Ready’ Safety Razor. You get
a speedy, smooth, clean shave
every time with those marvel-
ous “Radio” Blades—keen to -
- shave you—their keeness tiply
protected against rust and dust
by individual patented pack-
age. .

‘Ever-Ready’ Safety Razors
and ‘Ever-Ready’ ‘“Radio”
Blades can be obtained at

Y.M.CA. and other canteens.
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AWOL VISITS BERLIN
BUT FINDS NO GRUB

Hardened Sinner Glad He
Went, But Never Again,
He Declares

“It was @ long way to Berlin, but I got
there,” he conciuded.

Ife was a private—class unknown—the
only distinguishing markings about him be-

e had been given a i4-day pass 1o any-
where in France except Paris, but he had
decided to go to the German capital instead.
“It belongs to the Allies, anyway,” he told
o small group of listeners at Coblenz.

How he wormed through the American
and German lines, he didn't state, though
as he. went via freight car that mystery
seems solved. It took him six days to get
there and five to 'get back. And Berlin
disappointed him.

“No grub,” he said, “ai least none that
doesn’t cost you beaucoup marks. There
was some shooting going on when T way
there, but not much, and everybedy's walk-
ing around as if he expected to get shot in
the back. Why the heck they don't move
out into the countrywhere there is enough
grub cheap, ¥ don't know. DMaybe it's be-
cause you can’t get out of town unless you
wall. I saw traings pulling out, leaving
ten times as many people behind as there
were on board. ~

“I met o fellow whe came over in the
sume boat with me, and we asked each
other the sume question: *“What in the
name of time are you doing here? ¥e was

ing three service stripes and crossed rifles.

an AWOL who wanted tosce Berlin worse
than I @id, and so he came—and he was
half starved. We sneaked out of town and
beit our way west, partly on freights and
partly on passenger trains, Once a Prus-
sian officer in uniform tried to throw us
out of a first-class compartment, but we told |
him we'd take hig old train and run the
whole thing into the American lines. He
told us we'd just have to get out—and we
told him to put us out.

“The .civillans treated us square, gold us
grub and told us dircctions. They all told
us that if it hadn’t been for Am they'd
have won the war, and they asked us when
the Allies were going to fet food cowe into
Cermany and why_awe got into the jight,
We told them that™it was because of their
damned atrogities, and they said ves, but it
way the fault of Junkerdom.”

“I'm glad I went,” he concluded, “but I
wouldn't go again—not for all the vin rouge
in France., "Tain't worth it-—not by =z
damn gight ! .

MUST GUARD ARMY STORES

Public property and all army siores must
be curefully protecied against deterioration,
theft and loss, according to G.ILQ. Bul-
letin No. 15, and pains t{aken {o arrange
all stock in a manner that will Tacilitate the
taking of Inventories and frequent checks.

The chiefs of all supply

manders of the 5,0, etions and
manders of units, dep
which property wmay be handled w
held responsible in future for all deterior
tion or loss of property as a result of
neglect,
- Officers of the Inspector General's de-
partment and all special investigators are
ordered to include in thel reports da
to the care and storage of DProperty at sup-
ply gtations and to recommend measures for
improving this phase of service.
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PYT. BRIOTON ABSENT
WHEN OUTFIT SAILS

Aero Squadren Forced to
Leave Tts 11-Year-Old
Mascot Behind

When the 13%rd Aero
Nazaire recently on the u
its wemb

wdron left St.
nort Mexican
i on the duek.
't because he w AWOL, for he
had arrived with the first soldier and had
watched them all board the boar. It wasn't
beeause he was sick, for in all France per-
haps there ism't 2 soul Who appours more
robust and healthy, It was simply beenuse
he s 11 years old and Hves in Franee,

In other words, André Brioton without

S

a unit, e is a o by ¥ 1 of the
removal to the States of the organization
which had adopied him.

André  couldn't  pos iy po  aboard

t couldn’t leave for
the $tates, beeause his dnddy was close by
and wouldn't take a chanee on losing hiy
boy. Months ago André had been adopted,

as many other ¥rench children have been,
taken up and fed and even lodged. Then
came the orders 1¢ move to the port.
Through the regulating efation .André
accompanied the unit, while hig father kept
in touch with the commanding officer
through the medium of the French mails.
Then they amoved to the embarkation port
and simultaneously the father appearéd in
St. Nazaire. Down to the docks the two
walked, keeping abreast of the first four
and hurrying 10 reach the gangplank before
the first man went aboard.

To every soldier André” said “Goodbye.”
Afier they were all aboard and assigned
to quarters there wus a wait of sevoral
hours during which the c¢hild paced 1he en-
tire length of the dock laughing and talking
with ull of them. Finally, just as dusk was
gathering and the rain seemed to fall
heavier than ever, the final whistle blow.

QOut from the docks the big ship moved *
steadily and at the rear every omber of
the squadron was endeavoring to shout a
last farewell to the private who had been
left. The ¥ kept ili
waving hig hand and’ throwing kisses to-
ward the khaki-clad ferms, fast fading in
the twilight.

‘Then the- ship turned and the squadron
was lost to view. Simultuncously André
burst into _a mournful wail, which could
only come from the broken heart of a child.

*“Fhey are gone, my Ifriends, the Amerf
cans,” he wailed in French. “They will

never come back,” he wailed on.
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