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BA TTLE OF MEUSE—ARGONNE SAW A.E. F MAKE MAXIMUM EFFORT, DIVIDE ENEMY

Continued from Page 1

by the British Army Commander under
«whom they served.

On October 29 our 2nd and 36th
Divisions were sent to assist the ¥French
in an important attack against the old
Germast positions before Rhelms. 'The
2nd conquered the compliented defense
works on their frout aguinst a persistent
defense worthy of the grimmest period
of ftrench warfure and attncked the
strongly held wooded hill of Blane Mont
which they eaptured In a second assault,
sweeping over it with consuminuate dash
anad skill. This division then repulsed
strong counter attacks before the village
and cometery of $t. Etienne, and look
the town, forcing the CGermans to fall
pack from before Rbeims and yield posi-
tions they had held since September,
1914, On October D the 36th Division re-
Heved the 2nd #nd, in its first experi-
ence under fire, withstood very severe
artillery hombardment and rapilly took
up the pursuit of the enemy now retir-
fog behind the Adsne,

Meuse-Argonne, Sccond Phase

The Allied progress elsowhere eheered
the efforts of our men In this erucial
contest as the German command threw
in more and mere first class troops to
stop our mivance. We made a steady
headsway in the almost impenetraple and
strongly held Argonne Forest, for, dos.
pite  hix  reinforeaments. it was our
Army that was doing the driving,  Our
sireraft was invreasing in skill amd num-
bers and forcing the issue, and our in-
fantry  and  arrilier werp  improving
rapidly with enell new experience. The
replucements fresh from home were put
into exhausted divisions with Httle time
for training, but they had the advan.
tuge of serving beside men who Knew
their business and whe had almost be-
come velerans overnight. The enemy had
taken ecvery advantage of the ferrain,
which espectally favored the defense, by
& prodignl wee of machine guns manned
by highly trained veterans and by using
his artitlery at short rauge.  In the face
of such strong. frontal positions we
should have been unsble to
any progress aceording to pres
copted standards, bt T had o
fidence in our agzressive tacties
courage of our troops.

On October 4, the attwk was renewed
all along our front. The Third Corps
thiting to the left followwd the Brivulles-
Cunel road, our Fifth Corps took Gesnes,
while #long the irregular vailey of {he
Aire river and in the wonded hilis of the
Argonne that horder the river, uswl by
the enemy with all his art and weapons
of defense, the First Corpyx advaneed for
over two niles.  This sort of fighting
continned against an enemy striving to
bald every foot of gronnd and whese very
strong counter attacks chillenged us ot
every poinf.  Om the Tth, the Fivst Corps
capiured Chatel-Chehery aud continned
alopg the river to Cornay. On the east
of the Meuse sector, one of the twe
diviaions co. ting with the Freneh
captured Consenvoye il the Hammont
wondd, On the Oth, the Fifth Corps, in
its progress ap the Afre, took Fleville,
and the Third Corps which had contin-
unus tighting agninst odds was working
its way through Briealles nud Cunel, On
the 10th we had cleared the Argonne
Forest of the anemy,
L WIS NOW 710 ary to constitute o
Second Avmy, and on October 10 the im-
medinte command of the Pirst Ariny was
turned over to Lientenant General fhm-
ter Liggett.  The commund of the See-
od Army whose divisions oceapisd
sector in the Woevre was given to Livn-

and the

- jIovement,
SJenplured

lmd been commander of the Ist Div’
sion and then of the Third Corp
Major General Dickman was transfers
to the command of the First Corps whi.
the Fifth Corps was placed under Maj
General Charles P. Summerali, who
recently commanded the 1st Divisios
Major General John 1. Hines, who ha
gone rapidly up from reglinental to div’
sion commander, was assigned fe th
Third Corps. These four officers ha
beon in France from the early days
the Expedition and had learned the’
lessons in the school of practical warfai

Qur constunt pressure agaiust th
cnemy brought day by day more pri
oners, mostly survivors from machi
tann nests eaptured in fighting at clo-
gquarters.  On October 18 there was ver
fiereo fighting in the Caures woods eus
of the Meuse and In the Ormont wood
On the 14th the First Corps took Saie
Juvin, and the Fifih Corps, by hand 1
hand encounters, entered the formidab?
Kriemhilde line where the enemy ha
hoped {9 cheek ug indefinitely,  Later 1h
Fifth  Corps  pepotrsted  forther b
Kriemhilde line, and the First Corp
took Champigeulles and the fmport.,
town of Grand Pre. Our dogged ofter
sive wis woaring down the enomy, wi
continned desperately to {hrow his hest
troops against us, thus wenkening i
Tine in front of our Allies and makin
their advance less ditlicult,

Divisions in Belgium

Meanwhile, we were not only able 1-
continue the battle, but our 37th am
O1st Divisions were hastily withdraw:
frome our front and dispatched (o hel
the French Army in Belgimn, Defrainr
ing in the neizhhorhood of Ypres, thee
divisions advanced by rapld stages to (h
figghLing line and were assigned tn adj
cent Frenel corps. On Qctobeor 81,
continuntion of the Flanders offen:
they attaeked and methodieally brok
down all enemy resistunce, Oy
3 the 37th had complete
driving the on
river and firmly ost i
the east bank included in the divi
zone of action. By a clever flan
troops of the Oist Di
Spitaals Bosschen, a 4
woold extending across the cenipral part
of the division sestor, reaching  the
Setweldt amd penetrated into the town of
Auderde. These divisions received the
high commendation from thelr corps com
mutnlers for their dash and energy,

Meussc-Argonne, Last Phasc

G the 2rd, fhe Third and Fifth Carps
jusbed northward to the level of Ban
theville,  While we continued to press
forward and throw back the eneny's vi
lent connter attacks with great h
him, 2 re-grouping of our forces
¥ for the final esault,
sk of morsle by the enemy
men mare confidence in attack o
artitude iy enduring the fatizd of e
sant effort and the hards<hips of very
inclement wenther.
With compuratively well rested divie
sions the final advanee in the Mouse
Argonne front was begnn on Novewber §,
Our ey o artilery force sequitted
itself magnificently in <upport of the ad-
sance, amd the enemy broke lu-fmo the
determined infautry which, I
sistent flghting of the pust we
dash of this attack, had over
will to resist,  The "Third Corps (ook
Afnereville. Donlon nnd Andevanne, and
the Fifth Corps took  Lardre
Georges amd pressed through s
lines of resistanee te Bayoy
Chennery,  On the 2ndl the Tir

Al (m;.\

tennant General Rebert Lo Bulard, who

iuulm! in the movement which now
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| enine an fmpetnons onstanght {hat could

not be stayed.

On the 3rd, advy
ried forward in pursuit,
trucks, while the artillery pr 1 alon;
the country roads cloxe behind.  The,
First Corps reached Authe and Chattil-
ton-sur-Bar, the Fifth Corps, Fosse and:
Nouart. and the Third Corps Halles, pen-
etrating the enemy’s line to a depth of
12 miles. Our large esliber
adva and  were skillfully brought
into position to fire upon the important
raflrond lines ot Montmedy, Longuyol
and Confians,  Our Third Corps cros:
the Mense on the Hh and the othe
Cor) in the full confidence that the
ax theirs, cagerly cleared the way
of machine guns s ghey
ward, maintaining complete co-or
threughout.  On the 6th a div

some by motor

I

|

|

the First Corps reached i point on the

Meuse opporite
e troops were hur-| line of departure,
which was onr highest
We hnd ent the enem,

comm

render
army from complete ¢
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nxed

guns had: battle,
romher 6 we mok 16,054 pris
143% runs on this fmnl Qur «divi

. 2th,

unientions

ali 4t ener
against us
Between

T8h, Thth,

dare, 20 miles from our
The strategioad goal

and nolhln-- but

sur-
or an armistice (ouhl save his

ny divisions had been
in the Meuse-Argonne

September 26 and Neo-
s and
ons en-
. 8rd, b, H1h, 26th,
(. aoth, 37th, 42nd,
, 82nd, 89th, 90th,

Many of our divisions remained in

or a length

of time that required

nerves of steel while others were =ent
in again after only a few days of rest
The Ist, 2nd, th, 26th, 42nd, T7th, 79th,

80th and 90th woere in the line twice.
though some of the divisions were
ighring their first battle, they soon be-
came equal to the best.

Opertions East of the Meuse

On the three duys preceding Novem-
hoer 10, the Third Corps aud the Second
Colonial and Seventeenth French Corps
fought a diflicuit strugile through the
Mense hills sonth of Stenay and forced
the cnemy into the plain. Meanwhile,
my plans for further use of the Amer-
ican forces contemplated an advance be-
tween the Mense and the Mogelle in the
direction of Longwy by tre First Army,
while at the same time the Second Army
should assume the offensive toward the
rich iron flelds of Driey. These opera-
tions were to be followed by an offensive
toward Chatean-Saline, east of the Mo-

selle, thus isolating Metz. Accordingly,
attacks on the American front had been
ordered, and that of the Second Army
was in progress on the morning of No-
vember 11, when instructions were re-
ceived that hosulitles shonld cease at 11
o'clock a. m. .

At this moment tl\e line of the Amer-
iean sector from right to left began at
Port-sur-Seille, thenece across the Moselle
to Vandieres and through the Woevre
to Beranvaux, in the foothills of the
Meuse, thence along the foothills and
throngh the northiern edge of the Woevre
furests to the Meuse at Mouzay, thence
along the Meuse counceting with the
French near Sedan.

Relations With the Allies

Co-operation umong the Allies has at
i times been most cordial. A far
greater effort has been put forth by the
Allied armies and staffs to assist us than
ould have becn expected. The French
Government and Army hove always
<tood ready to furnish us with supplies.

t and t tation and to aid
as in every way. In the towns and hawm-
tots wherever our troops bave been sta-
tioned or billeted, the French people have
werywhere received them more as rela-
tives and intimate friends than as sol-
diers of a forelgn army. For these things,
vords are quite inadequate fo express
sur gratitude. There can be no doubt
+hat the relations growing out of our
1ssociations here assure the permancnt
friendship between ¢he two peoples.
Although we have not been so intimately
asseecinted with the people of Great Rrit-
ain, yet their iroops and ours when
thrown together have always warmly
{raternized. The reception of those of
sur forees who have passed through Eng-
tand and of those who have been sta-
tioned there has always beea enthusias.
tie, Altogether, it has been deeply im-
pressed upon us that the ties of lan-
ruage and blood bring the British and
mrg?lves together completely and insep-
wably.

Strength
There are in B al her, in-

sibility to tbe rest of the Army, and the
results produced have been most gratify-
ing.

Our Medical Corps is especially en-
titied to praise for the generul effective~
ness of its “ork both in_ hospitals and
at the front. Imbracing men of high
professional attainments, and spiendid
women devoted io their calling and un-
tiring in their efforts, this depsriment .
has made a new record for medical and
sanitary profleiency. -

The Quarfermaster Department has
had a_difficult and varied task, but it
has miore than met all demands that
have been made upon it. Its manage-
ment and its personnel have been ox-
ceptionally efficient and deserve every
possible commendation.

As to the.more btechnicnl service, the
able personnel of the Ordnance Depart~
ment in France has splendidly fulfilled
its functions both in procurement and in
forwarding the immense quantities of
ordnance, required. The officers and men
and the young women of the Signal
Corps have performed thelr duties with
2 large conception of the problem and
with & devoted and patriotic spirit to
L.which the perfection of our communi-
cations daily testify., While the Engi-
neer Corps has been referred to in an-
other part of this report, it should be
further stated that thelr work has re-
quired large vision and high professional
skill, and great credit is due their per-
sonntel for fhe hizh efficiency that they
have eonstantly maintained.

Our aviators have no cquals in daring
or in fighting ability, and have left 2
record of courageous deeds that will ever
remain a brilliant page in the annals of
our Arm¥. While the Tank Corps has
had limited opportunity, its‘ personnet
bas responded gallantly on every possible
oceasion and has shown courage of the
highest order.

-The Adjutant General’s Deparfment
has been directed with & systematic

and exeoll that sur
passes any previous work of its kind.
‘The Inspector General's Department has
rlsen to the highest standards and

%

cluding a reglment and some samtury
nnits with the Italiam Army and the or-
wanizations at Murmansk, also’ including
those en route from* the Smtes approxi-
mately 2,033,347 men, less our losses.
()f this total there are in France

1,338,169 combatant troops. Forty divi-
~ions have arrived. of which the infantry
personnel of {en have been used as re-
placements, leaving 30 divisions now in
Franee organized into three armies of
three corps each,

The losses of the American Army up
{0 November 18 are: Killed and died of
wounds, 36, 1.)4. dxcﬂ of de\c, 14, Sil
Jdeaths
179,625 : prisoners 2,163; mismng 11 (60
We have captured nltogethcr about 44,000
prisoners and 1,400 guns, bowitzers and
trench mortars.

Commendation

The duties of the General Staff; as well
as those of the Army aud Corps staffs,
have been very ably performed. Espe-
cially is this true when we consider the
new and “difficult preblems with which
they bhave been confronted. This body
of officers, both as individuals and as an
organization. have, I belicve, no supe-
riors in professional ability, in efliciency,
or in loyalty.

Nothing that we have in France better
reflects the efficiency and devotion to
duty of Americans in gefheral than the
Serviee of Supply, whose personnel is
thoroughly imbued with a patriotic de-
sire to do its full duty. They have at
sll timos fully appreciated their respon-

2,2

t has ably isted conmand-
erq in the enforcement of discipline. The
able personnel of the Judge Advocate
General’s Deparfment bas solved with
Judgment and wisdom the multitude of
difficult legal problems, many of them in-
volving questions of great international
importance.

It would be impossible in this brief
preliminary report to do justice to the
personnel of all the different branches
of this orgamxzsltlon which I shall cover
in deiml in a lafer report.

The Navy in Furopean waters has at
all times most. cordially aided the Army,
and it is most gratifying to report that
there has never before been such perfect
co-operation between these two brauches
of the Service.

As to Americans in Europe not in the
military service, it is the greatest
pleasure to say that, both In official and
in private life, they are intensely patri-
ofic and loyal, and have heen invariably
sympathetic and helpful to the Army.

Finally, I pay the supreme tribute to
our officers and soldiers of tbe line.
When I think ef their heroism, their
patience under hardship, their unfiinch-
ing spirit of offensive action, 1 am filled
with cmotion which I am unable to ex-
press.  Their deeds are imwmorial, and
they have earned the eternal gratitude
of our country.

I am Mr. Sccretary.

Yery respectfully,
Joux J. PrrsuinG,

General, Commander-in-Chiet,
American Expeditionary Forces.
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Is it Kalamazoo and kitchen ranges?

CAN YOU USE 2,500 FRANCS?

Is it Oshkosh and concrete mixers?

Is it Pittsburgh and steel rails?

Is it Waterbury and watches?

HO are the big manufacturers of your home town?

Do you know them? Do you know their goods?

Do they want morc business? Would they like to

see their products made, under their own direct super-
vision, in French factories, and placed on the European market
direct from those same French factories?

Do they know that hundreds of French factories, engaged for

four years in the manufacture of implements of war for France
and for her Allies—including America—are now ready and
waiting to return to the normal pursuits of peace, with no peace
article to manufacture?

Do they know that these same French factories are now anxious
to become Americanized in their choice of many articles of
manufacture, and in the methods of turning out those articles?

Is it Marysville and centrifugal pumps? -

Do they, know™ that French manufacturers are secking the

peace time partnership of their brother American manufac-
turers?

Do you know that, simply by writing a letter of introduction
that says, “Mr. Home Town Manufacturer, meet the manufac-
turers of France,” you can open the way toward earning for
yourself 2,500 francs?

The FRANCO-AMERICAN MANUFACTURERS® ASSOCIA TION (F.A.M.A.)

consists of a group of French manufacturers
and American Army officers {engineers and
chiefs of purchasing departments), now await-
ing discharge, who have formed this associa-
tion to buy the rights to make American

owned devices in France. other factor.

The factories of France, with their victor-
ious work of four years ended, arc now
ready to enter upon the even greater task
of rehabilitation. They want to get back
to normal. They have the plants, the
labor, the capital. They want to make
American goods—anything from a door knob
to a locomotive—of proved worth and
reputation. The range is unlimited. They
seek the partnership of the American man-
ufacturer. They do not ask one cent of his
money.

products.

The FRANCO-AMERICAN MANUFACTURERS’ ASSOCIATION

They will buy European rights for cash or
arrange to operate under license.
skill and equipment will also be required from
America, as well as blue prints and samples,
for the “know-how"

The choice, for the American manufacturer
seeking a European market, lies between a
helter-skelter scramble for European business
and the sale to the Franco-American Manu-
facturers’ Association (F.A.M.A.), for ready
- money, of the right to make and market his

Special

is as important as any
lined?

nicated.

The F.AM.A. wants the American soldier in
France or Germany to ask himself these spe-
cific questions:
France needs?

What has America got that
What American devices do

you know about that you think could be prof-
itably made and marketed in France? What
American manufacturer are you acquainted
with, personally or through his products, who
would be interested in the proposition out-

Send this advertisement to that manufac-
turer, with your ‘views, based on your own
experiences, of the opportunity that is open
to him, sending to the office of the A F.M.A.
at the“same time vour A.EF. and home
addresses and the name and address of the
. manufacturer with whom you have commu-

Remember that the F.Z.M.A.

pared to exploit any new or untried article.
It will deal only with firms of established

is not pre-

reputation who are producing a recognizedly
fine article. The F.A.M.A. prefers, also, to
manufacture articles that are or can be pro-
tected in France by patents.

To every member of the AEF. who, in the’
manner explained, places the F.AMA. in
touch with an American manufacturer from
the F.A.M.A. buys the right to produce and
market his device in France, we will pay, on
the completion of the terms of agreement, the
sum of 2,500 francs.

The factories are waiting. We ask ygu to
act ,quickly. Remember, some other soldier
may be planning to write to the very firm
you have in mind. The F.A.M.A. will also be
pleased to have you call at its Paris ofﬁces.

Address:

(F.AM.A.) 72 RUE St. LAZARE, PARIS
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