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many #.0.8. contributioms came in to
THE STARS AND STRIPE office di-
rect during the last two or three weeks
and these were listed as ordinary and
separate contributions. Including this
number, the total subscription of the
B.O.8. to the Christmas War Orphan
campaign would easily exceed the 500,-
000 francs necessary to the support of
1,000 orphans.

One Air Service center—Air Service
eaining Center No. 3 at Issoudun —~—
alone adopted 60 children. The Air
Rervice, in its campaign which was
started about the time of the S.0.8.
campaign and was partially absorbed by
the latter, allotted each fleld a certain
pumber of children and, 8o far as known,
every field took its quota. Also to be
added to the 836 are several score
adoptions promised “after payday.”

30,000-Franc Donatlbnn

T of p ly generous
giving in the 8.0.8. campaign are many,
but they are hidden behind the veil of
anonymity. Several officers made par-
ticularly large contributione. More
than one gave 50,000 francs. Many of
the units which were the heaviest con-
tributors in this campaign were liberal
parrains of several months’ standing.
One sero squadroniwhich was one of the
first to adopt & child last summer, for
Instance, followed this during the sue-
ceeding months by taking four more
and. when the S.0.8. campaign started
doubled that total and made its fam-
iy ten. .

One Heutenant contributed 1,000
france which he won on 8 bet that the
armistice would be signed before Christ-

mas.

Entertainments also added several
thousand francs to the fund. At the
Trignon in Tours, 8.0.8. headquarters,
8 “free show” was given every night.
But it wasn't as free as it sounded.
They always passed the hat for the or-
phans and, on more than one night; the
andience was 100 per cent on the list
ot contributors.

2,646 tn Orphan Family

In addition to the record adoption of
836 Christmas gift war orphans by the
S.0.8., en masse, thiz week, 140 adop-
tions came to THE STARS AND
STRIPES through normal channels,
making the total for the week 978,

The tota] number of children adopted
in the Christmas campaign begun on
October 29 har now reached 2.132, with
two more weeks to go before the closing

day, Monday, December 186,
"STARS AND STRIPES asked the
ALF. to adopt 500 ehildren. The

A.EF. has adopted more than four times
that number and, instead of weakening
toward the end, the pace is getting
stronger. The number of children in the
whole AE.F. family, including the 514
adopted previous to the opening of the
Christmas campaign, is 2,646, 1t will
doubtless approximate 3,000 by the close
of the campaign.

There were the usual sizable contribu-

* tions this week, representing large dona-

tions by little groups of soldiers, the
usual tender expressions of sentiment
of which the following from Co. E, 408th
Pelegraph Battalion, probably voiced
the feclings of the AE.F. better than
sny:

Fnclosed please find clng hundred francs,
& Christmas present from us Yanks to =
ittle girl with eyes of blue: we leave the
yreat of it to you. We're mighty glad to
have this chance to help these little tots of
France, to bring & touch of warmth and
cheer—a present that will last a year. For
some of us have kids at home, and till that
happy day will come when they ‘will crowd
around our knee and question us in child-
{ah glee, 't will make us happy in the
thought we helped the poilu's ehild. He
fought and died that truth might live. Is

‘ there a nobler cause to give?

Objective Exceeded .

The 103rd Supply Train of the 28th
Divisgion adopted 12 children. Follow-
fug the posting of- bulletins on the com-
pany bulletin boards calling attention to
the Christmas war orphan campaign, the
"Prain, on November 11, set out to gather
funds for seven orphans. Whether it
was the armisticé or pure entbusiasm
over the war orphan movement we do
not know, but when the Supply Train.
on November 12, counted up receipts, it
found it had exceeded its objective by
five and had enough to become parrain
to an even dozen orphans. Co. A took
three children in memory of their com-
rade Corporal Charles A. Shoffner, killed
by enemy fire on August 3, 1918

The 103rd Supply Train numbered 12
ofiicers and 388 men when the collection
wag made, and one officer and 22 men
of the 407th Motor Repair Unit were
sttached. They quslify for honorable
mention in the giving line. But they
are not alone.

Co. B, 105th Engineers, sent in 2.600.
francs for two boys and two girls; the

. 12th Photographic Section, Alr Service,

4

pumbering 14 men, sent in 1,000 francs
for two children. The Alreraft Arma-
ment Section Ordnance Department, at
A.8. Headquarters, took three children;
the officers of the 337th Field Artillery
became parrains to four orphans, and
the officers’ mess of the American A.S.
camp at Codford, St. Mary's, England,
became sponsors for five little mascots.

The enlisted men of the 137th Aero
Squadron adopted three orphans the pri-
vates taking one, the non-coms another,
and the Oklahoma boys of the squadron
® third. We do not know what rapk
Oklahoma boy s, but we think it 1s
better than private first class.

Red Cross Swamped

Camp Hospita! No. 4, at A.P.O. 702,
became the spousor of 10 children, and
announced that it anticipated having
funds for the adoption of at least one
more. 'The officers took  three, the
nurses one, the non-coms two, the pri-
vates first class and cooks one, and the
privates (as good as the officers) three.

The receipt of the overwhelmingly

ORPHAN CAMPAIGN .
CLOSES DEC. 16

The Christmas Gift War Orphan
campaign of THE BSTARS AND
STRIPES will close on Monday,
December 16, at noon. This de-
ciston has become necessary in view
of the overwhelmingly generous re-
sponse of the A.E.F.—not because of
any dearth of orphans, but because
of our physical inability to handle
wpore adoptions before Christmas,
the original date of termination.

All requests for orphan mascots
received in this office by noen of
December 16 will be filled, if not by
Christmas, as soon afterward as
possible, with the exception of a
certain number which will be de-
voted to, and, if necessary, held for,
the benefit of children in the recent-
1y treed territories of France whose
need is desperate.
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PRESIDENT PAYS
GLOWING TRIBUTE
T0 MEN OF AEF.

Continued from Page 1

ciency and unhesitating courage that touch
the story of the convey and the battle with
jmperishable distinction at every turn,
whether the enterprise were greal or
small, from their great chlefs, Pershing
and Sims, down to the younges! lleutenant;
and their men were worthy of them, such
men as hardly need be commanded, and
such as go to thelr terrible =adventure
blithely and with the quick intelligence of
those who know just what it 18 they would
accomplish.

1 am proud to be the fellow countryman
of such atuff and valor. Those of us who
stayed at home did our duty; the war
could not have been won, or the gallant
men who fought it given their opportunity
to win it otherwlse; but for many & long
day we shall think ourselves “accursed we
were not thers, and hold our manhoods
cheap while any speaks that fought” with
those at Saint-Mihiel or ChAteau-Thierry.
The memory of those days of triumphant
pattle will go with these fortunate men to
their graves, and each will have his favor-
ite memory.

Political Equality for Women

What we all thank God for with deepest
gratitude is that our men went In force
into the lfne of battle just at the critical
oment, when the whole fate of the world
seemed to hang in the balance, and threw
thelr fresh strength into the ranks of free-
dom in time to turn the whole tide and
sweep the fateful struggle; turn it once for
all, so that hencefort®it was back, back,
back, for their enemies, always bagk, never
agaig forward.

After paying eloquent tribute to the
war work of American women, the
President added thiz significant para-
graph:

The least tribute we can pay them is to
make them the equals of men in political
rights, as they have proved themselves
thelir equals in every field of practical work
they have antered, whether for themselves
or for their country. These great days of
completed achievement would be sadly
marred were we to omit that act of fustice.

Speaking of the demobilization period
and after, the President reviewed the
project of the Secretary of the Interior
to. provide land for “those who are
ready and willing to go to the farms,”
and, In order to provide wage earning
possibilities for all returned men, urged
the resumption at once of public works
and other improvements.

Desaling with the return of the A. E.
F., the President said:

The 1

1arge number of adoptions has; as stated
last week, swamped the Red Cross com-
mittee which selects and allots the chil-
dren. But the franc deluge is being
worked ont as rapidly as possible, and
{t is anticipated that nearly all of the
chiidren will be allotted by Christmas,
or soon thereafter.

The bulk of the 5.0.8. contribution,
which goes to the orphans of the evacu-
ated districts of France, will be handled
geparately by a special sub-committee.
probably of our Red Cross committee.
This committee will select the children
to be adopted by the $.0.8. philan-
thropists and, if necessary, supervise the
expenditure of the money upon them
unti] the civil government is completely
re-established.

Obtaining photographs of the children
will be difficult because the territory is
still under military government and per-
sons going around with cameras would
yon into difficulties. But, in any event,

an old family portrait will he dug up
and reproduced, If nothing else.
The adoptions for the week follow:
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nce of our forces on the
other slde of the mea is still necessary. A
considerable proportion of these forces
must remain in Europe during the period
of occupation, and those which are brought
home will be t and billzed
at heavy expense for months to come.

Ald for France and Belgium

In another place, however, he made
it clear that the repatriation of men
from Kurof® would have priority over
other uses of shipping, declaring that
“the ships are still needed to send sup-
plies to our men overseas and to bring
the men back as fast as disturbed con-
ditions on the other side of the water
permit.” He sald he took it for granted
that Congress would carry out the large
Naval program already undertaken, re-
marking that ‘4t would be extremely
unwise for us to attempt to adjust our
progress to a future world policy as yet
undetermined.”

Of the invaded districts of Belglum
and northern France the President sald:

Their markets will be taken by others if
they are not in some special way aspisted
to rebuild their factories and replace their
iost instruments of manufacture. They
should not ba left to the vicissitudes of the
sharp competition for material and for fn-
dustrial facilities which iz now to set in.
1 hope, therefors, that the Congress will
not bs unwilling, if it should become ngges-
sary, to grant to some such agency a8 the
War Trade Board its right to establish
priorities of export and supply for the
bengfit of these people whom we have been

so happy to assist in saving from the Ger.
man terror and whom we must not

2,000,000 LETTERS
WRITTEN BY ARMY
T0 ITS FIRST C.0.’S

Contlnued from Page 1

or rather evidently did not take the
trouble to reflect, that the articles in
THE STARS AND STRIPES of
November 22 announcing the lifting of
the ban was oficial—for THE STARS
AND STRIPES is the official news-
paper of the A.E.F., and any printed
statements of that sort would have to
come from official sources.

However, it is all over and done now;
those hyper-military gentlemen got
thelr information and their consclence-
easing at one and the same time, and a
lttie while afterward got thelr men's
jetters from their overburdened desks
and on the way to the postal termina:
in plenty of time before La Lorraine's
salling date. The collective fathers of
the men_who had their letters held up
that wafl will hear from their boye be-
thre Chirstmas after ail, so once more
is the censor beaten in spite of hell and
high water. And it is a cinch that the
old men, who were up to tricks in their
young days, will chuckle when they
hear about it.

Letters for Bereaved Fathers

One of the features of the greatest
epistie-story spree in American history
was that, as this paper suggested, the
pen of the ABF. wrote not only to
their own fathers, or thelr own Dutch
uncles, but also to the fathers of those
of thelr buddies who had fallen in
action. Of the many letters which we
could quote—-and they were offered us
voluntarily, not by our holding up of
mali}, baga—we prefer to use but one, 88
& sample:

France, November 25, 1918,

To the man whoss hoy made the supreme
sacrifice for hig country:

My Dear Sir:

As you probably are aware, November
24 was designated as the day on which the
boys of the AELF. should write a Christ-
mas letter to their Dads. @

1 never knew my father. I lost him
before I attained the age of reason, and
my recollections of father are only dim and
vague and few, And so I have grown io
manhood without the kind, guiding hand
of a father, mithough I am blessed with
the purest, swestest, and most loving
mother a man could have.

" When the announcement about the plan
of Dad's Christmas Lettar was made, I
felt poignantly the fact that I have been,
most of my life, a fatherlese boy, but in-
stantly reproached myself for the thought,

on second tion, I feit my
firgt sent!ment should be for the sorrowing
fathers who_have lost their boys here on
the battleieMis of France in the cause of
rightecusness and humanity, and who must
have felt more keenly than we when they
read thls announcement and knew that
their sons would not write Dad’s Christmas
Letter. And so, in conformity with the
suggestion made to us, that we should
write to some other boy's father Who
would not recelve a letter, I am taking
the liberty of writing this letter, in the
hope that it will please you.

Of course, it Is impossible for any of us
10 appreciate In any degree the real feeling
of sacrifice that a father such as you must
have, but to the extent we are capable, we
know and feel and sympathize with you.
It 18 not given to us to offer any messages
of condolence, for the glorious death of
your gon can only be a source of pride to
you.

Permit me, then, in the fullness of the

Christmas spirit, to wish you a very happy
hollday season. Your home must not be
saddened on this coming Christmas Day by
the absence of your brave boy, for he has
not died in vain. His career—although
ended—has not been without accomplish-
ment—on the contrary, his life {s crowned
with the highest measure of success.
Our thoughts on Christmas Day will be
with the boys who have lost their lives in
this war, and with their fathers and
mothers, to whom all honor is due.

Ex«Prisoners Go to It

The boys who, smong the living of the
A.LF., were among the first to send
their Christmas greetings back home to
their fathers, to assure them that they
were all right and safe and just as glad
as the old gents themselves that the war
was over, were those in = party of re-
turned prisomers who hit an America

It was their first officlal act on rejoin-
ing the A.E.F. after their long separa-
tion. And the heart of the old man of
every one of them will fairly burst
with pride and joy when he learns that,
after all they had been through, he was
the first person on earth that they
thought of.

What Happened at Nice

At the other extreme of the ABF,
down in Nice, where the leaves grow
{but unfortunately do not lat:
on the sunny Riviera, the ink was
spilled right and left in the big Jetty
Casino, where high-browed officers at the
next desks to enlisted men would lean
over and blushingly inquire, “Say, Jack,
is they two n's in ‘affectionate’? As
a result, it took 17 adding machines to
count the letters that Dads of those
Yank permissionaires will be getting
along before Christmas time.

The scenes at the front, where the ex-
prisoners came straggling in to sit down
and write to Dad, the scenes at Nice,
where the Yanks on their one glorious
week of pleasure took the afternoon off
to tell the governor what a bear of a
time they were having, were only typleal
of what was going on all over France
and in England and Italy and on the
outskirts of Germany, too. In hospitals,
where many men had to dictate their
letters, haltingly at times, to workers of
the Red Cross, the Y.M.C.A, the
Knights' of Columbus and the members
of the hospital staffs, everybody wrote,
too, from the 0.0.'s down. And what
made many of the letters from the Class
O and D men particularly to be cher-
ished by their fathers was the absolutely
sufe information contained in them, ex-
pressed usually about this wise: *“Well,
Dad, I'll be home goon to see you. It's
almost worth getting wounded for.”

One Boy's Letter

But the prize letter of the day, the
best of all in our opinion—and we have
geen and heard of many—was written
down st Saizerais, France, by a man
whose name we will naturally omit. This
{s the way his Father’s Christmas Vie-
tory Letter read:

My Father—Today throughout the Army
soldiers are writing to thelr fathers, so I
am sending a word of devotion to mine.

I want first to tell you that 1 have felt
your presence at my side through times of
strife and hardship. Your character was
an Inspiration to me at every turn, and,
though my following was but a poor emula-~
tion, the desire to be worthy was strong.

The thought of you, your tenderness,
your sympathetic nature, wers constantly
before me—and I could not forget.

1 nesd not tell you where I have been
and what I have done—you have been with
me every moment and you already know.
I was uplifted by the thought that you
were by my side.

With just as much love as though you
were still in the land of the living, I am

Your DevoTED SON,

YOU GOTTA GO HOME, BUT—

Unless your home Iis somewhere in
Europe you cannot be discharged here,
to linger longer under the Lombardy
poplars ot Unter den Linden at your
own sweet will. Only those officers and
men whose homes are actually in Europe
will be discharged from the service over
here, says a cablegram from the War
Department, just received at G.H.Q.

Men whose discharges are made fn
Europe at their own solicitation and for
their own conbvenlence will not be en-
titled to travel pay. But where it is
to the convenience of the Government
to direct travel for the discharge of men
who have applied to be left here, near
their homes in Europe, travel pay will

be in order of duty.
In Wittpeo Bedford, Gabardines,
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advanced post on Sunday, No ber 24.

The Y.M.C.A, marked envelopes and
Christmas cards, issued especially for
Father, had pushed shead and zot up
there, so that when the vepatriated
Yanks of that band had bathed and put
on the old anti-cootie calomel ointment
and eaten and eaten and eaten, the
first thing that hit their eyes was the
wherewithal to write hoime. Being told
that this was “Der Tag” to write to
the old man, they let iy with a wallop
—for, as much as you way have grum-
bled at American censors, you can un-
derstand that the censors &t a Boche
prison camp must have been 400 per
cent worse, it only for the reason that
they were Boches.

Anyway, those ex-prisoners all wrote.
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THIRD YANK ARMY
HOW WELL ON WAY
TO COBLENCE TOWN
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Ohristmas his own army would come and
get him, come nearly 800 kiiometers to
get him, that the first December sun
would look down on American troops
occupying the old garrison on the hill,
that through the windows of his ward
would come the sound of American M.P.s
directing traffic in the streets below, the
sound of long columns humming “My
Old Kentucky Home” as they tramped
through the town, and faintly from the
distance the music of an American band
playing “Way Down Upon the Suwsanee
River.”

General Pershing's proclamation to
civilians within that part of Germany
taken over by the Amerlcans safd:

wihig territory and its inhabitants are
subject to the military regulations and
the suthority of the American Army.
These regulations are particular. Unre-
served obedience of all is demanded.
Those who observe the law need have no
anxiety whatever. The American Army
has no intention of warring against the
eivil population. All who behave them-
selves in a law-abiding and peaceful
manner and who pay attention to the
requirements of the military authorities
may count upon protection to person,
estate, belongings and faith. All others
will be brought with both deciston and
frmness to Justice. -

Fair Dealing for Clvillans

“The American Army will hold itself
in its dealing strictly to the rights of
people, as well as to the principles of
war and usages acknowledged by the
ctvilized world.. On its side the popu-
Jation must avoid showing, through word
or deed, enmity to the American troops
or placing hindrance in their way.

“It {8 now the duty of the population
to carry on its ordinary activities in al
order, to reinstate to their normal cir-
cumstances the schools, churches, hos-
pitals and philanthropy institutions, and
to take up again its local ordinary life.
Yn this it will not be hindered, but
rather supported and protected.

“In so far as their attitude snd be-
havior permit, courts, offices and insti-
tutions will be continued under the su-
pervision of the American authorities,
and the present laws and guarantees, in
so far as they do not endanger the life
and safety of the American troops, will
remain in force without interference.

“Eyery infraction of war rights, any
animosity or attempt at forceful mea-
sures, as well as disobedience to the reg-

ulations of military authority, will bor

most severely punished.”
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