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D.8.C. " eitation  of
Inf.:

Following is  the
Cook Harry C. Ricket,
Ble minnin kit ateau-dae-k
Faopet, neny . e, on July
o8-z, 1918, durlnge o bombardment so intens
to drive ald other kitchens out of the village.
When his sto ek Lo be taken to the rear, be
fmprov a tire 1n the groond and continned
hisx work until ordered to leave. e carvrled

© yroms w spring which was repeatedly
when others would not approsch
. of his own velitien, he conducted a
stion for wounded and exhausted
1en. Constanily in extreme per-
from machine gun tire from Jow
and bombardment by high ex-
Al Ricket devoted himself en-
s needs of others and miade possible
b hundend womnded, exhaust-

&

wman on earth too good
fo be o K.P.in Cook Harey € Ricket’s
kitehen?

WHEN IN ROME—

The Frenel people have always been
extremely forgiving towards us for our
natinnal shorteomings,  They do not ex-
peet ns to grow  Frenchified by living
atd fiditing with tham,

We ddo some things diferently, both

of us.  DBut o we, as Americans, conld
Journey  nowhere over the globe and
fired nationsl feaits so pearly alike. IV
we say o otherwise, if we think  some

custon of the Frenel people odd. and if
we gooabout prowlly proclaiming that
eddity. we not only betray HI breeding,
Tt a guality that the ordinary ill-bred
man wueh more ahout—we show

cires

“ourselves 1o be masde of small town stuff,

thongh we hail from New York or Chicago
ar Philadelphia,

No ot asks us to become French, even
to aet Froneh while we are here. DBut
there is one Freneh enstom which, as a
mark ol common respeet, we onght to
adopt. 11 s one on which the Freneh feel
ctronly, one which high and low, rich
s ud poor, honor alike.

Fyery Frenchman, be e cabinet mem-
her or common thiel Daves his head reve
erently when the little open hearse passes
in o faneral proeession, And if the dast
in the casket is all that vemains of the
common thicf, the eabinet member will
bare his head just the same. 1 s the
final token of respeet Tor all that is good
in wan,

I~ it asking too mueh to expect that
every nuuat in the AL will make that
e wien of  reverence  whenever  the
oceasion aris .?__ll dees not make him
conspicnonx fatlure to do so does,

WHAT IT MEANS

The President is speaking.  He has jost
strned the pew mun-power bill ealling into
the draft all Americans between the ages
of 18 amd 45, " We solemnly purpose a
decixive vietory of arms and deliberately
devote the larger part of the military
man power of the nation to the accom-
plishment of that purpose.’”

It is o statement that rings round the
workl. 11 means death to the hopes of
the pacifists, death to the schemes after
an inconchusive peace, death to German
autovraey.

I mneans that America and bher Allies
will fighis on nntil vigtory for world Tiberty
is won,

It means that Ameriea has set her
hand to a task from which recall will not
he sounded until the Allied flags of Right
have feiumpieed over the banners of Teu-
tonie Darkin

STAY WITH IT, OLD MAN

The Crown Prinee seems 1o be strog-
eling with o manesize idea. 1t s, appar-
ently, ton big for him to assimilate all o
oniee, bt the wherewithal to aid this men-
tal digestion ix at hand and there is hope
That e will grasp it in the not o distant
future. The Crown Prigee has eonfirmed
the suspicion  which has been  gaining
eredence Tately-—that Germany is fighting
on the defensive, ’

The faet thut the Crown Prinee is able
to review the disaster of his personally
eondueted July 15 offensive, look at the
map of recent Allied gains, reecive the
news of the now daily German retirement.
and make the deduetion that Germang is
on the defensive i a triumph of reason-
ing of which the whole Hohenzollern fam-
ily should be proud.

The prince quatifies hix conclusion With
the statement that the German situation
jsn’t precarious. e still sees vietory
ahend. 1Te talks like a 35-year-old pugil-
istie has-been who still thinks he can lick
the world's champion.

If the prince is eautious, though, and
doesn’t go too fast to overtax his imperial
brain, he may follow the train of reason-
ing to a logical end and attain the con-
clusion—also gaining eredence lately —
that Germany's situnation is precarious—
and extremcly Hkely to get worse.

THE ROLL OF HONOR

The easualty list is the nation’s roll of
honor. It is not a ‘‘fcature’’ designed to
boom newspaper ecirculation,

We feel constrained to state this per-
feetly obvious faet because in a current
newspaper trade journal we find Mr.
Frank S. Newell, civculation manager of
the Cincinnati Pest, quoted as saying
that as the casualty list ‘‘has a certain

= [constitute an important factor in the shap-

news value which in turn produces a eer-
tain eireulation inereasing value, 1 think
every circulation manager should insist
upon having a definite place for the list
every day.”’ )

Every American newspaper worth the
nane prints the casualty list of course as
part of its duty toward the nation it
serves. Any newspaper which looks at
the casualty list merely as a revenue-
getter had better shut up shop, for it is
not American. nor human, but merely sor-
did to the point of shamelessness.

THE CZECHO-SLOVAKS

Exeept to those who had been follow-
ing the progress of the gallant Czecho-
Slovaks in Siberia as they battled for our
eommon cause agajnst Geérman and Bol-
shevik, 1he news that the Uniled States
had formally recogniz the Czecho-Slo-
vak nation meant but little

Foreed against their will fo take up
arms- for the bated tyrant, Austria, the
Czoehs and Slovaks wade prisoners by
the Russians saw in the revolution of last
voar a chanee to take their part in the
struggle for werld liberty, Today they

ing of our campaign in the Far Easi.
Deprived of their independence sinece

the Battle of the White Mountain in

1620—the very vesr when the Pilgrim

Pathers  landed  at  Plymouth — the
Crecho-Slovaks  of  the provinces of
Bohemia, Moravia, Slovakia and

Silesin. though hedged in by Germans
and Magyars who hated and oppressed
them, have never ceased to keep before
their eves the vision of # nation onee
again its own master, worthy of the glori-
ous past when it held all Europe at bay
for 20 years—when its beautiful capital,
“Golden Prague,”” with its famed uni-
versity, was the shining light of middle
Kurope. The- i had the liberal aspi-
rations of its own John Huss, renowned as
a champion of political as well as of re-
ligious freedom. This vision was before
them when, during the present war, at a
time when things looked dark for the
Allied cause, they made their great decla-
ration in the faee of Austrian perseention.
“We fake,”” said the Czecho-Slovaks,
“the side of the fighting Siav nations and
their Allies, withoat regard to vietory or
defent, beeause right is on their side.””
As comrudes we weleome them into the
veat amd goudly partnership of those
who figlit for the right of all nations,
ereat and small, to decide their own des-
tindes, to shape their own futares.
LINION

A woman of the North who has spent
nEny ye in the South has this to say
in o personal Jotter that has just come to
Frianee: .
1 am glad that T was here when the
witr broke.  Yon see, a Yankee still had
a cloven hoof and o spiked tail, down
here in Arkansas,  Buf the war has done
whiat yenrs had failed to do and done it in
o matter of wonths, This country is just
one flame of lovalty, IHere and there is a
draft. dodger or a slacker or a disloyal
vtteraneer, but his shrift is short. ~Our
flng, our country !’ — this from women
whose fathers and grand{athers fought for
the stars and bars.
“ Arkansas farmers went to Ohio, to
Towa, to Hlinois gnd Wisconsin this sum-
mer on hetter farming trips.  They wrote
to the papers about it afterwards. Not
only splendid Larmers, but, most hospit-
able. Treated us royally,  Agrecably sur-
prised. Want to go again.’
“CAnd now the women dou’t want to
cull our soldicrs Sammies. The boys just
hate it,” said one the other day, sceretary
of the loeal UG, ‘1t is sueh a sissy
rame! They re YANKS, that™s what ihey
ave, That sounds like a man. We're all
YANKS, evervone of us today.’
“The Arkansas Gazetle, the most in-
iuential paper in the State, uses that
formerty hated word in the headliuds,
adupts if, glories In it. Yes, we've got a
country now.’”’

LISTEN TO THE BAND
The decision that the Avmy's bandsmen
are not to be used as streteher bearers,
copt in eases of extreme urgency, was
not mnade ab the bandsmen’s reques
it does not mean that conductors, elari-
netists and bass drumpiers are too good 1o
earry their wounded comrades ofl the field.
Nobody is too good for that.
I must be remembered that these musi-
eians eame info the Army as musivians.
1 evervane in O, were used only at his
peace time oeeupation, there would be no
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The Army’s Poets

THE MACHINE GUN

Anywhere and everywhere,

It’s me the soldier's love,
Underneath a parapet
© Or periscoped above;
Racking up the barrage fire,

And always wanting more;
Chewing up a dozen disks

To blast an urmy corps;
Crackling, spitting, demon-iike,

Hent-riven through and through-—
Ifussy, mussy Lewis gun—

Three heroes for a erew!

Advecate of peace am I,
Which same somre won't admit;
Say! I'd like to see that crowd
Come out and do their bit!
Out to where the boys have dled,
That peace on earth might come
Sooner than if He above
Had hused His hopes on some!
Whimper not, my friends, when men
Have holy work te do, -
Tuning up the Vickers gun—
Three heroes for a crew!

Anywhere and everywhere,
¥rom Loos to Ispahan,
Yankee, Pollu, Tommy's @
Been with me to a man, -~
I'acifist and fighter, too,
§ eare not where I go.,
Crushing, smashing at the lines
‘T'hat shield the common foe,
Anywhere and everywhere,
Heat-riven through and through—
Fussy, mussy Browning gune
Three heroes for a crew!
Corp. Atbert Jay Cook,

OUR ANSWER
They jeered at us in bitter, scornful rage,
They thought thelr flaurited strength would
make ug yvield,
Forgelting that we won our heritage
With brave men's blood on many a battie-
fleld.
“They satd our craven sons would not face
death, -
“They dld not know our latent, untried power;
They held us Hghtly as a flecing breath—
That comes and goes, forgotten in an hour.
“They Qid not know how rightfully we prize
The liberty for which our fathers ble
Ryt now they see with anxious, fearful eves,

Our cannons' roar gives answer to their jeers,
A only answer that the vandal fears,
Pvt. Geo. B, Parker, Inf.

FOR BACK-HOME LEGISLATORS
If the States go prohibition ere the year that
we go home,
And from Oakland to Iloboken are hone dry,
T will bide my time tHl muster out; then once
again 'l roam
And acrass the blooming ocean I will hie,
But 1 won't have any revellle abourd the
blooming ship,
Nor a life boat
squall,
tror by that time all the submarines will sure
. have gol the pip,
And 1| won't mind belng seasick—not at all!

“Phere's a farm not far from Somewhere, where
we used tu serve our time,

And I know that I can huy it for & song:

“Fhere are pigs and geese splenty, and the vil-
lage church’'s chime

Tings the hours and the quarters
¥ -

arill whenever there’s 2

all day

Ong.

RBut my hanker for the simple life fg not he-

se of these,

1se  of thirst—the means

thirst to quell

{ shall find upon my petite ferme 1S easy as
yvou please,

And you het that T won't find it in the‘ welll

tPor the farm has vine-clad hillsides, and its
luscious fruit T'H tend

TiR the time is ripe for pressing into vin.

And if T can he patient for a dozen years, at

But which

e
1 shall pull off quite some pariy there—oh,

- man!
Tt the others marry Daisy, and the rest sing

“Home, Sw Tome,” 1S *
An outeast “bach” il happily remain
ates go dry and dreary-—and be quite

od to show 'm
neyard-covercd uacres in Torraine!

THE ARDITI

O 1 ain’t a poet or & soldier, -

Though T've forgad a rhyme or two.

And when I'm a wee bit older,

' L pamekin’ o gun with you.

But 1 seen ver bits in the paper

*Bout ail them heroes in France,

And. say, side o’ the guys 1've seen down here,

Your heroes afn't got a chance.

1'm talkin' now o' that dago bunch—

Ayditi what they're called,

And they're the reason, I gotta hunch,

That the Aus n drive has stalled.

“They ain‘t the nobles of great renown,

Like youse read about in books,

They're the guys from the roughest’ part of
town, N

1f a feller can judge from looks.

Hut it's not where they're from or who they

ure

at matters a damn just now;

“yo helpin’ & lot towards winnin' the war,

¢ showin’ the Austrians how.

When the zes see the Arditl come,

They vrun like hell for their lives,

For though these dagoes Carry no gun,

They have three devilish knives.

With one in his mouth and one in each hand,

Ile jumps up over the top,

And the i

S

vt i Boche in all Deutschiand
Who ain't scared stuff o this wop.
So sing o' your heroes who fight for France!
Sing loud, for your subject be fine
But if in your colamns you get the c¢hance,
Malke room for this song o mine.
Herbert Henry Darling, Jr.,
AR.C. Amb. Ser,, Milan, Italy.

THE GIRL OF GIRLS
When the war god reached out his Lalons
And showed me the way to the fray,
My sweothearts shed tears by the gallons—

one to bear arms. The musicians, how-
ever. nre in the serviee designedly to make
musie, beeause music has a definite mili-
tary value, beeause mu is an essential
part of the Army’s spiritual equipment.
and is so recognized by those whose busi-
ness i is to build up a fighting foree to
the maximum of effcetiveness,
o,
OVERCHARGING '

The AK.F. knows and appreeiates the
fact that authorities of the French Gov-
ernment, as well as local officials in cen-
ters where many  Ameriean troops are
stationed, are deing all in their power {0
prevent exorbitant e¢harges for goods sold
to soldiers.

It is n condition to which the soldier
is peculiarly sensitive, not so much be-
cause he objeets to the extra sous or
franes, but beeause they hate to be played
for a sucker.

For the sake of Franee, it is only fair
10 say that it is a condition that is not
peeuliar to any one country.

Overcharging in towns and cities near
the greal canioments in the States has
arown to the proportions of a nation-wide
seamdal. A camp paper in the Middle
West, a copy of whieh has just reached
this side, devoies it front page 1o an
acconnt of a runming fight between its
editor, a lieutenant, and the loeal chamber
of commeree, which denied the figuves
used in comparing town prices with those
that prevailed at the post exchange and
QAL stores. The town figures were se-
cured by two privates who visited the
town and entered overy store catering to
soldiers with a payday look on their
faces.

The great god Greed is not 2 national
divinity. -

‘There was weeping and gnashing that day.
Pon't blame them for crying like bibies;

‘m surprised they recovered at all,
‘Cause 1 sure made a hit with the ladies,

Just one look nt me and they'd fall.
“Fake Fvelyn or Poggy or J(}m\ie—

They surely were there with the looks,
And I've never reprefted o penny

i blow in on flowers and books.
And Mildred —that kid was a thriller,

A complexion like peaches and cream;
She w seter than Marflynn Miller,

‘And Phyilis—oh, boy, what o dream!
And now that 'm over the ocean,

1 remember them each by their smile;
But there's one who gets all my devotion,

And I'm thinking of her all the while.
When my clothds need mending and serubbing.

And only one sock I can find. .
And my kpoeklessone swollen with rubbing,
\\'hy{}lﬂles.« *re Jrom my mind.
My thoughts are for o?)\vho is dearer
‘Than_ PhXJis or Reghy or Mae:

ac\kdaf'\ 2t Py gone she seems nearer-—-
Andgshe’s !@)}e, but smiling and gay.

\q\ Corp. Howard A, Herty,
\'d

Co. B, ist Army Haq.
ODE TO OUR MESS
Do you mind the hard times we were wont to
endure
It wific served up & tough steak; .
How shocking we were, sald nasty things-—

A

sure,

At the least “overweight” In ma’s cake?
Disgusted -were we with Tony, the Greek,

if his menu lacked aught of variely:
“Same old steak,” we would say, week after

week,
For we were fed up to satiety. .
But the times, they have changed, opportuni-
ties, too,
And today we could do with some lamb,
And a stew would sniff good, to me and to
Fou—

You bet, we would all “give a damn!”
Heo's not a good sport who would sct up a
squenl,
e don't want to discourage Fred Kniffen,
In the cir's, be it sald, the most of us feel,
Qld man, your meals they are “spiffin.”
But when we get back and we hit the old

town,
‘There will sure be a hulluva-fuss—
At mea! time, when we are getting thingw

own,
3a will have te be careful of us.

John K. Smyth, AF.C..

A wukened manbood, that was never dead;-

Washimgton ,D.C,
sf,?’i" ! ,."g i

~Woodrow Wilson

o

AT A BASE HOSPITAL

Lo the Editor of TIE STARS AND STRIPES :~
" A few remarks heard at one of our new
Base Hospitals .
Patient: “Nurse, fell me what these pills "1l
do; that salmon we had yesterday 's goner
poison us all.” .

Nurse: “Fluh! I had salmon too, T got
up at 6 a. mw. and I'm fecling fine; get up out
of bed and vou'll feel better.”
Pautient No. 2: “f'm goner see the C.O.
about the grub they dish out here and we're
supposed to be sick men too. I ain't ate nothin’
in three days now; if they'd gimme my clothes
ek, 1'd get out of here”

Patient who is able to go for his chow:
“There wuz four flies in the plate handed to
me, and when I tried to wash it the mess
sergeant suid “Whaddye means by holdin® up
the line? What that guy needs is promotion
nearer the front.”

Patient No. 4: “What's ithat the Cap'n sald?
No patient allowed to go fiftcen feet from the
ward? T see 'm keepin’ me tied up in this
place !

Sick Soldier: “Yep, it's the only place God
made complete—New York!”

Nurse from near Chi: “You've neversbeen
to Chicago; I can sce that!™ (and then they
rag one another for the next 'steen minuies.)
Patient: “I'm goner ask for a transfer o
the briz. T might have a little freedom there.”
Tatient No. 7: “if ther keep us here much
jonger, they'll have to send us to 2 hospital”
{Cheers.) - :
Patient Neo. §: “Nurse, what's good for
pains in the heart?

Nurse: “A furlough bome.”

Patient No. §: “You win”

Patient No. 9: “T know a doctor whe would
make a fine horseshoer.”

Patient minus some foes: “I'd like to see
temn try to dress it without givin’ me a shotl.
T ain't goner stand for it.” .
Patient No. 10: “The first three nighis 1
was here T couldn’t sleep. T kept beguin® em
fo give me a shol. but nothing doing. The
fourth night I fell asleep from sheer exhiu
tion, and fifteen minutes later the wardmaster
wakes me up and says, ‘Flere’s a sumphin’
ihat'll put ver to sleep!” And some folks say
‘Don’t ov be the man your wmother thinks
you are)
Nurse: *Who'll help me carry this matiress
outside?” :

Patient minug Teg: “I will,”

Another person in pajamas: “Nurse,
class 'm T in. D, C. B, or A?

urse: *“What are you trring to do.
brick it%"

A blue patient: “Here T am dyin’, and T'H
bet that Jane of mine is doin’ Broadway with
some slacker! T dow't wish him any hard
Taek, Dutam—-~

Patient No. 20: “Here comes that -
wweepin® detail again” Bugle sounds jn the
distance, “And Hsten at the bugle calls. I
thought we had graduated from that kind of
war”

what

gold-

RKiill anothoer pationt: I see they're metlin®
‘em from 18 to 45 now: they ought to send
them over toot sweet: learnin' squads cast
and west ain't
ool
fhdient minus arm. in severe pain most of
the time: Nothing.
We've been through beaucoup hell. and now
we're spending a short vacatlon in heaven;
yet o soldier must gramble. He always longs
to be where he ain't. and when he gets there,
it's “Where de we go from here, boys?’

The gift edition was received yesterday. We
thank Fou, all of us.
Ser. Sorr Moxsky,

M.G. Co., — Inf.

LIBERTY BONDS

El
To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES -

I have been hearing recently of soldiers whe
wanted to go on leave and who were trying fo
sell their Liberty Bonds at bargain counler
prices, some of them offering $50 bonds for $10.

The purpose of the Liberty Bonds is to fur-
nish our Uncle Samuel with the money
necessary to win the war. A man could put
o million dollars into secand-hand Liberty
Bonds at 20 per cent dizcount, and he would
not have furnished one cent to help win the
war, for the simple reason that Uncle Sarauel
had already recelved the money for those
bonds, and it is & foregone conclusion that
the man who has sold them at a loss of §10
on-ench bond is not going to take the money
and buy moré bonds at par from the Govern-
ment.

Buack home the man who charges two cents
a pound too much for sugar is called a profl-

goner do ‘em a dmm bit o |

teer, and held up to the scorn of the whole
community by having lis shop closed and huge
placards tacked up announelng why., Wounldn't
the man, then, who has money to put into Lib-
erty Bonds, but instead of buring them in the
right way, takes advantage of another man's
temporary need for money to cheat him out
of $10 and the Government out of $0 be a
profiteer, and -more?

Don’t you think that if the matfer were
pat before the men in this light it would do
much to stop the practice? If so, is there
any better way to do it than through the
columns of the “bome paper”? You know, in
a new town evervbody reads the home paper,
and “Somewhere,” Frauce, is 2 comparatively
new towmn

Dagrerr G. Huenes, AET.

HE LIKES “AMEX”

To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES ;-

The other day T received a leiter from a
Freneh girl who had asked me what name I
preferred in place of the mueh condemned
“Sammy.” [ told her I preferred “Amex,” and
very prettily she pointed out that “Amex” is
$0 much-like the French word “amis,” meaning
friends. M

Tet us adopt *Amex™; it stands for all
America has sent forth to win her battles,

“Yank” is virile enough, but as the IPreneh
girl put it, before the war it was used in a
sort of contewmpt, “as rough as a Yankee.” Do
you get the point? .

Pyr. Mever Acexw, M.D,, — Dngrs,

{“Amex” {failed to get over, probubly be-
cause it was so obvicusly a manufactured
word, even more so than “Sammy.’ Yank
is not only virile, but it has stuck. The simile,
“3s rough as a Yankee"—which very likely
was a pretty well-deserved rebuke to the ra-
pacious tourist whose absence from France is
now so happily noticeable—-did not gain gen-
eral curreney. perhaps for the reason that it
too, was manufactured. It is interesting in
this councetion to note that the French-Cana-
dians have d verb, se yankefier, which means
“to become a Yankee” 'Thus, 40 &est yankefié
would be fransluted, “He has gone to live in
the United States.—EniroR.

IMPERISHABLE

To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES -~

While ocoupying 2 quiet sector a young offi-
cer and I were wandering about the trenches
and thinking of far off home. Presently we
came to a spot where we could look out into
No Man's Land and not be scen, and there
were growing there some beautiful blue flowers,
jgnorant of war and apparently happy and
contented.

We declded to have them, and so crawled
out and picked them, and later in lefters we
sent them home with their own little story. -

Mine went to Pennsylvania, and the other
officer’s flowers went to far off Texas.

The following little poem came back from
Texas to the other officer from his dear mother.
10 other than a loving mother who could
ace these words tegether, and if they menn
anything to you, you are privileged to pub-
lish them,

Blue columbine from far-off France,
) Sent me, my son, by you;
It takes me overseas, lad

This bit of blooming blue.

LI see you now 'mid battle scenes—

My heart keeps close to you.

It forms another link between—

This bit of blooming dlue.

And now when skies are downcast,

With clouds gray through and through,
11t still have this from out the past—

A bit of blooming blue,

Lt L. N. D. MrrcugL, — 3M.G. Bn.

'FROM SAN ANTONIO

To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:~

1t is with the greatest pleasure that T send
vou a few words of greetings from San An.
tonio, the town that loves all soldiers. Hav-
ing a dear son in France makes THE STARS
AND STRIPES doubly dear to me. e sends
it to me ench week. .

‘We people of the U.8.A. are going fo paste
the Kaiser with W.8.5. the 28th of this month
and ‘Texas alone is going over the top with
$91,000,000 worth, and if he is not “stuck up”
well enough to holler quits, we will doubie
the dose.

Of all the papers and magazines that come
to me, there is none so dear as THE STARS
AND STRIPES, as it diminishes the distance
petween us and’ the boys, “Somewhere”, and
“Everywhere”, in France, -

Mrs. W C. FavLE,
San Antonio, Tex,

STILL ON THE JOB

To the Edifor of THE STARS AND STRIPES ;-

_It seems proper thaf your paper should@
bring {o the attention of members of the Amer-
ican F.I% the advisability of warning their
friends back in the States not to swallow any-
thing and everything in the shape of disquiet-
ing rumors and to avoid wrifing to Americans
in Franee letiers which will be likely to det
press them. Warning might also be given
against repeating “inside tips,” rumors of the
“ain’t it awfgl” t¥pe, etc.

Not oniy adults but school-children should be
given to understand that when the cireulntion
of such matter comes fo their notice, they
should trace it to its source, or as near there
as practicable, and if the offending party does
nol promise ro quit, or a siranger or known
coemy sympiaihizer Is involved, fthe malter
should be reported to the ncarest TUnited
States attorney, or to the Departinent of Jus-
tice at Washington. While the bulk of the
country is without a doubt cnthusiastically
back of the Allled cause, the Germah propa-
gandists are still on the job, and unrelaxed
vigilance is the daty of everyone.

A few days age I received a Jeiter from a
village in the center of ihe hunting grounds
of a ceriain organization in the Northwest
avhich shows the result of local negleet in such
matiers. Absolately mno question of German
ancestry or intentional disloyalty is involved
in this case. In addition to purely personal
matter. and in a total of less ithan G600 words,
the following poinis were covered:

1. Regret at my coming to France.
2, Belief that .my wife misses me more than
T realize or she will admit,
. Inability of women to understund “man’s
delight in war.”
. Statement that “over 6050 have now died
in training camps in the United States”
. Mention of the funeral of one of the first
boys to leave the villuge for camp.
. Tlenr that my Dbrother-in-taw will fall an
easy prey to pneumonia, | -
. “Saw in a paper” that a writer in China
pronounces the pneumonia cases in the
camps to be “a form of the old black death
that they had In the 15th century.”
Qur being in the war indicates dcficient
civilization and lack of Christianity.
Inability to comprehend that good may
come {rom the present war,
10. Argument against barring German lan-
guage irom the public schools.

Tt is almost entirely by tlie vigilance of in-
dividuals in their everyday conversation and
correspondence that the efforts of enemy agonts
to undermine the wmorale of the natiou can he
neutralized. Members of the American EF.
who are at loss to find something censor-proof
to write in their Jetters cannot put this matter
up to.their home folks any too strongly.
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PACKAGES FROM HOME

To the Fditor of THE STARS AND STRIPES -
purpose of this letier iy to set
ferth a propostiion which seems {o be heartily
favored by the big majority of officers and
enlisted men of this detnchment.

The proposition is fhis: That the forwarding
of newspapers Trom the United States to troops
in France be discontinued and - that in place
of the newspupers, the people at home be per-
mitted Lo send pnekages with a limit of, say,
ihree pounds. XNothing to e allowed {o be
sent unless written for by the soldiers and
approved/by their company commander. Also
{hat magazines be included.

Our argument is that when the papers arrive
bere they arc from one to two months old and
that we get the biggest part of the news in
the Paris editions of the papers printed over
here. Also,that if there is any special plece
in the papers that our folks wish us {o see
they can clip it out and send it in a lotter.

There is very little interest shown ingthe
arrival of newspapers, of which we recéive
from one to four sacks with nearly every mail
The space taken up by the packages would not
nearly equaa) that taken up by newspapers and
would thereby save considerable tonnage. The
magazines of course are fully appreciated, in
ns much as if they are a month or two old
when they reach us, the storles and artleles
are still new to us. N

As quite often happens, our folks at home
have little things that they would lke to send
the boys as presents on birthdays, and also
there are things that a soldler will want that,
although he can get them over here, he either
hasn't the money or cannot get the quality
he wishes.

We wonld be greatly pleased if vou see fit
te back this mafter. if you would do all you

could to help. -
R. D. Daxnr, Corp, — Inf




