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“The holy Isznd of French arms” is
the name which a French historian bhas
> aptly bestowed upon the streteh. of

. couniry forming the valley of the river
Marne.

From the days when the Gauls—the

Remi of Rheims, the Liugones of Lan- -

gres, and the Senones of Sens—fought
against the Roman legions to the days
Iast July when the German forces were
recoiling before the
Franco-Americans, ils.soil has been
trampled over and over by the feet of
marching men.

From the source of the Marne above
Langres, where the tribal chief Sabinus
surrendered to the Romans in 71 A. D,
to its junction with the Seine at Charen-
ton, not two miles southeast of Paris,
ihe history of the river may be said 1o
be the military history of France.

Napoleon held that, once the passes
of the Argonne, ‘‘the Thermopylae of
France,” were forced, the valley of the
Marne was the place for the last de-
fense of Paris. He put his theoty to the
bitter test there in 1814 when, endeavor-
ing to stem the advance of the Austro-
Prussian forces under Schwarzenberg
and Marshal Blicher of Waterloo fame,
he all but bested his enemies by at-
tempting to cut their communications
at Si. Dizier, . co.

Neurer Munich Than Paris

“1 am nearer to Munich than they are
to Paris,” sald tho Emperor, menacing-
Iy. His enemies, dismayed by his bold
stand, gathered at Chilons-sur-Marne
preparatory to retreat. There, though,
as luck would have it, they intercepted
dispatches from Paris which told of the
thriving of Royalist plots against Napo-
leon.

Encouraged by that news, they pushed
on. Napolcon, with his fragment of an
army—he was outnumbered more than
three 1o’ one—could but call on Gen-
eral Marmont to defend Paris. The gen-
eral refused to obey. The Allies of 1814
entered the city on March 28, and on
April 4 Napoleon abdicated uncondition-
ally. Ile was not to take the field at
the head of an advancing army until
more than a vear later, and then omly
to be subdued by Bllicher and Welling
ton at Waterloo.

Before the return from Elba, the
Marne figured in Napoleon's history in
a way that the great commander had
not anticipated, It was at Chaumoni—
the “Calvus Mons” or barren hill of the
Romans—between | the Suize and the
Marne that the Austro-Prussians, the
Russians and the English held their
famous council of 1814, to decide what
should be done with France, since its
gelf-made emperor was then only em-
peror of a little island in the Mediter-
ranean. .

Anether Historie Couneil

Tradition has it that many of the
troops forming the retinue of the Czar
Alexander lived on that locality as roar-
ing and unbridled ecasuals after the
council of Charmount had moved away
and been transformed inte the congress
of Vienna, and many are the tales told
of the goings-om of the Cossacks and
mujiks.

Further down the river, at Joinville,
way held another council. but of earlier
vintage—that which re.ulted in the
signing of a temporary truce io sccure
s lull in the ageold wars between
France and Spain. At Joinville also
lived the Sieur de Joinville, close
friend and, follower of St. Louis (the
Ninth), whom he followed on his first

crusade. It was long a seat of the
famous Guise family, i
against the crown of

I
many a page of Freneh history of the
middle ages.

St. Dizier, where Napoleon made his
bold and despairing thrust, was by that
time no strapger to wars, for it had
suffered a two months' siege at the
hands of Charles V of, Germany.in
1544. DBelow it on the Mamne, the next
town of imporiance, Vitry-le-¥Frangois,
has had a similar history. Laid waste
in the wars between Charles V. and
Francis I of France, it was rebuill by
the Iatter in 1545, and by him given
his name. |

Deiended Agninst English

Chalons-sur-Marne, the ancient Cata-
lJaunum of the Romans—irom whence
the Catalaunian plains thereabout de-
rive their name—has even more claim
to fame than being near the legendary
site of the repulse of the Huns of At-
tila 'at the hands of Aeiiug and the
Roman-Burgundian-Frank-Visigoth al-
lies in the memorable battle of 451 A.D,

in the course of the Hundred Years'
War between France and DBritain it
twice defended itself successfully
against the English. In 1814 the Prus-
sians took it, on their way through to
Paris; in 1815 the Russians occupied
it, after Waterloo; and in 1870 the
Prussians took it again.

It may be of interest to Americans
to note thai the artificial channei of
the Marne, started in 1971 io save
Chalons from ihe inunduations of the
often turbulent river, was completed in
the not unknown year of 1776,

To the north of Chilons, at Valmy in

702, the Alsation general Kellermann
led the unirained iroops of the mnew
French Republic to vietory over trained
Prussian soldiers.

Chilons, too, was the great assembly
camp of the French in 1870-—in fact,
the lands about it have been the scene
of the yearly cavalry and artillery
maneuvers in times of peace ever since
Napoleonic days. To it Marshal Mae-
Mahon, defeated at Woerth, repaired
with his remaining 50,000, and, collect-
ing 50,000 more troops, marched forth
again, but to Sedan. Below it, and be-
vond to the west, untrained levies of
French strove from November 30 to De-
cember 2, 1870, io fight a battle of the
Marne against the slready victorious
Prussians, but were repulsed.

Chatean-Thierry sand Meaux

Chfteau-Thierry, of recent fame as a
Marne {own, knew warlike preparations
as early as 720, and undoubtedly earlier
if tribal wars are counted. There Charles
Martel built a castle, which was besieg-
ed and-taken by the English in 1421 and
again by Charles V in 1544. Below it,
on the Grand Morin, tributary to the
Marne, Napoleon, altired for good luck
{n the boots he had worn while a repub-
lican general in the Italian campaign
of 17587, won a local success against the

. Austro-Prussians in 1814. -

Meauyx, last of the important Marne
towns, and ancient capital of the prov-
ince of Brie, is famed for more things
than its cheeses. Burned by the Nor-
mans in 865, captured by the British in
1422 and retaken by the French in 1429
—10 say nothing of the sanguinary con-
flict staged there between the nobles
and the Jacqueric in the century pre-
vious—it was onc of the first towns in
France o welcome the Huguenot ref-
ormation, with fts train of bloody
strife. . .

Bliicher came near it in 1814, but
afraid to go om, turned norih and en-
trenched himself on the heights of Laon.
in 1914 the descendants of Blicher
ecame through it, passing to the west
and south, only to be turned back.

‘

attack’ of the]

‘Not a Hand Touches the

‘{from America

Iron Biscuit—Not Even
Mademoiselle’s

The girls of France are helping to
bake the millions of pieces of iron
bread it takes to feed the ARF.

Working under the glass roofs of a
half dozen buildings of many-acred
floors, they are helping tend the auto-
matic machinery that mixes vﬂiite flour
into dough,
dough into sheets, cuts the sheets into
piedes, and runs the pieces on trays over
endless belts into-ovens, from which they
come out scorching ot as hard biscuits.
No hands toueh the product from the
time it leaves the flour, sack to the time
it comes out crisp and brown and hot.
TWhile the hard bread is still warm, it
is packed in the paper cartons in which
it finally reaches the men at the fromt.

PROVING THERE

Franse, August 27, 1918.

Mon cheri pal Henry: Well Henry
I'm 2 casual, I been one for nearly 2
weeck now and I guess if being a casual
is any Honor I shure got™a lot of it to
go down on my little old scrvise rekord.

The wound I got that time by old
Hardbdiled acting up like he did got
worse when I got to the front and one
morning the doc says me for the hos-
pital. 1 didn’t want io go none Henry
but of course when the doc says you're
going on a trip it ain't like going on a
vacation or anything where you pick
out your route and hotel and every:
thing.

Well Henry they kept me only two
days and then shipped me to this joint.
I had to walk about a mile after I left
the (rain and when I got there it was
about 10 p.x. at niie and the first thing
I butted into was an old he lion or some-
thing thal said he was the 1st sergeant.

Where in hell are you from he saiys
to me Henry just as soon as I come in
to his office. When 1 told him Henry he
says Oh you're one of them guys that's
so hurdbeiled vou can'l turn your head
wilthout cracking your neck ete. Well
he says you want to got all that hard-
boiled stuff out of your nut while you
hang round here or somebody will take
it out for vou.

Well Henry that was a nice way to
open up on a new guy who'd just come
in wasn't it. And this guy is about 4 fi.
broad and 6 ft, tall which makes all the
difference in the world and which gives
him a chanse to ialk to a little guy like
me just as though I wasn't nobody.

I asked him where I was going Henry
which is the first thing everybody wants
to know when they come in and he says
to the front of course, where else do you
think you're going. Well I says I want
1o get back to my outfit right away.
And then Henry he says Oh yes I gol
a nice place picked out for you all ready
up in Siberia as a K.P, for a walrus.

Henry I don’t kpow yet where I'm
going and I don’t even expekt to sce my
own outfit apy more since I got in this
place. 'Phey ain’t got enough brains
round here to send & man back to

" | where he belongs.

I been here for nearly a week and all
i done is drill Henry. It’s about 3 miles
to ilie drill ground and we go out at
8 and some in at noon and go out at
one and come in at 5. After that we
have retreat and have to be in bed at
10 ete. It sure is a rotien place lfemry.
So long Henry,
8. T

Franse, Aug. 29, 1918,

Dear Ilenry: Weil Henry I bet Il
tand up in Afrika or somewherc else
when they send me out of heve. There's
men here from about 8 or 10 different
divisions Henry and there ain't none
of thepr that ever thinks they'll get
back to their own outfits.

If vou ever get wounded or sick
Henry and are sent-to one of these
casual replacement layouts you can just
say aurevoir lo your old co. When ever
you get to one of these camps there's
about 15 different guys who will always
tell you where you're going and everyone
has a different place. A corporal who is
stationed here says a lot of us is going
to Italy and a sergeani who is also sta-
tioned here says some of us is going to
Roomania,_ where ever that is Henry.
Every time some guy goes out to the
latrine and back he has some new dope
about it

Well Henry this is’sure a punk outfit.
This morning when we was out driiling
they started playing that Ogrady game
you know that they always play alter
bayonet practise and just because I low-
ercd my hands like the sergeant said do
be made me get down on my knees and
go through underneath about a dozen
guys who all took a whack at me. The
sergeant says I ain’t supposed to do
nothing only what Ogrady says Henry
and how was I to know how io do it
when he didn't explain nothing. .

After that Henry they had ihat game
they call hotseat where they all got in
a ring and the sergeant goes round with
a belt and gives it to somebody who is
supposed to spank the guy mnext to him
with the beit until he gets around to
his place again.

‘Well Henry this top cutter who thinks
fe's so damned wise was the guy who
was giving out the belt and when he got
round to the guy next to me he slips
it to him. I wasn't paying very much
attension Henry and first thing 1
knowed I thought & be had stung me on
the seat of the pantis or someihing and
this guy was belting me faster and ¥
could count.

{ run as quick as I could Henry but
there was no use trying it much for this
guy could run faster than a jackrabbit
ean and about every jump he cracked
it home in the seat of the pants with
that belt which stung weorse an a hor-
nett Henry, 1 ain’t got no good words
to say about the way they drill us
casuals, /

¥enry there's a lot of guys here from
the hellion div. and some from the jazz
div. and you ought to hear them at nite.
Over in the barracks where I sleep there
is some from both and the ones from the
jazz div. try to tell more lies about
what ithey done in this war than the
ones from the hellion div. does.

Last nite one guy from the hellion
div. said his capi. killed 3 Boche at one
shot and the other guy from the jazz
div. said that that was nothing. He
said that he told some German prison-
ers ihat they was in the hands of the
jazz div, and that 4 of them dropped
dead with heart falluve.

Well Henry I don't suppose I'll ever

see you no more now since I'm maybe

going out of the American Army. A ser:,

HENRY’S PAL TO HENRY

1S METHOD EVEN IN THE MADNESS
. OF A CASUAL CAMP

gednt told me just now that they was
going to transfer a lot of us to thee Jap
army in Roosia.
Well goodbye Henty,
s. T. B,

Franse, Ang. 30, 1918,

Friend Henry: Well Henry I'm leav-
ing this place. But jusi as 1 thought
Henry we won’t go back to our outfit.
They are going 10 send us way over on
another fromt. wherce they don’t know
what a American looks like, 1 know
where I'm going all right because I
heard a loot say that a lot of us was
going therc. Apnd we are leaving at 2
p.m. Fenry.

I asked the eapfain this momming
Henry if he would Tet me go back Lo
my old co. if ¥ would pay the car fare
ete. and he says no for me to hang onto
my coin as where I'm going they don’t
know what money looks like and that
maybe I'll need some to tip the savages
with ele,

And 1 guess that's ubout true here
oo Henry because nobody ever gets
paid. There's one bird here in my billet
that ain't had a cent since he was
drafted 7 mth. ago. .

1 just learned Henry that the 1st ser-
geant that I spoke of is going along
with us as a convoy to see that we all
behave and don’t gei intoxikated or
something. 1 bet T'll enjoy the trip
Henry. So long old timer,

S. T. B.

Franse, Secpt. 1st, 1918,

Howdy IHenry: Well Henry this old
army ain't so bad after all. But it does
some dam funny things at that.

You can believe me or not Henry but
when I got here first thing I saw was
our old colonel and next thing I knowed
I was back in my old squad and every-
body was there and evervthing. I just
got my old pack off when the co. kierk
come down and says for me to report to
ine tops tent and sign the pay roll. You
can’t beat that for luek can you Henry.

Henry 1 guess that casual outfit
knowed wlere we was going and every-
thing. But 1 don’t see why they don't
{ell a guy things like that.

Well Henry I got to go out.and see |

a lot of gurs.
So long,
S, T. B.

P.S. 1 just mecn thal old top cutter
that brought us up and he was laughing
hisself sick at me.
you come down to sce me just take it
easy and dom’t get excited or maybe I
will send you to Siberia or somewhere.
He's a good scout at that Henry,

J. COQUILLOT |
Beg MAKER
Trench Boots, Riding Boots,
Puttces and Aviators’ Needs
TURNISHER TO SAUMUR.
73 Ave. des Champs-Elssées, PARIS.

MAPS FOR ALL FRONTS
- Plans, Guides & Aeronautic Maps

CAMPBELL’S MAP STORE

{Librairie des Cartes Camphell)
nt-Lnzare, Pariy (frae)
ord-Sud, Notee-Dume-de-Lorette

7 Rue
Subway Station.

GLASTONBURY
HEALTH
UNDERWEAR
FOR MEN.

«Just the thing’
for over here.
Uncle Sam has
selected it for
his boys to pro-
tect. them from
pneumonia and
rheumnatism.

GLASTONBURY KNITTING €0y
* GLASTONBURY, =~ !
Copn,y UG, &

tally, hard bread is probably
the simplest and purest baked produet
the soldier eats. It has two ingredients
—flour and water. There’s an art in
mixing the flour and water in the prop-
er percentages, and the percentages
vary according to the fiour.

The Army’s hard bread factories also
are baking “pelils beurres” for the
Army—the best of those liitle buiter
and sugar biscuits that’can be bought
in France. These are supplied at cost
to the commissaries for resale to the
soldiers.

He says next time ],

GENTLEMANLY AS EVER !

Further evidence that Germany is still i
good for as wmuch frightfulness .us she|
can think up is provided in information.!
cbming from a reliable source, recently
published- in several Dutceh newspapers,‘.
notably the Telegraef of Amsterdam,
which states that commander officers of
German submarines have been ordered
to make prisoner as many as possible
of the crews of enemy merchant ships.
The statement continues:

“The German authorities have the in-
tention not of treating them as civilian
prisoners of war, but of subjeeting them
10 the most rigorous treatment in ordi-
nary prisons.”

Figure Represents Third of
. One Weck’s Arrivals
. at Base Port’

At one base pori last week, in four
shipments of mail, there were 4,000
sacks of letters,.or 6,000,000 letters, for
the A.EJF. Onethird of those letters
were pot properly addressed, conse-
quentily George is wondering why Polly
hasn’t writlen.

With the proper addressing of mail,
the M.PE.S. plans on delivering all

irons theimail from 16 to 20 days from ‘the time

it is stamped at the New York post-
office. An AJF. mail train is now
running between Yaris and Chiteau-
Thierry, and more trains will be run-
ning between Paris and other parts of
the Z. of A. in a short while.

ft is planned to have a posial express
gervice in working order by Septem-
beryls.

A postal baltalion, a separate unit the
same as the Q.M.C. or the M.C., is being
formed. . .

TiFFANY &Co

25, Rue de Is Paix and Place de UOpirs

PARIS
LONDON, 223, Regent Streel, W.
NEW YORK, Fifth Avenue and 37tb Street

TMEURICE
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- 8 Cours du Chapeau-Roure
§26 Old Brond Strect, E. C.2
116 Pall Mall Enst, 5. W.1

The Farmers’
PARIS

41 Boulevard Haussmann

LONDON:
Two Other Special Agencies in the War Zone

United States Depositary of Public Moneys in
Paris, New York & London.

The Société Générale pour favoriser etc., & its Branches throughout

France will act as our correspondents for the transactions for

Members of the American Expeditionary Forces.

_ “K of C¥
CATHOLIC ARMY CLUB
30 GROSVENOR PLACE, LONDON, S.Wil,

On the Bus Route between Victoria Station” & Hyde “Park Corner.

CENTRAL SITUATION - HOME COMFORTS
BEDS - BATHS - RESTAURANT
MUSIC - GAMES - LIBRARY
BILLIARDS KIT STORAGE

s and Sailors r "dz_td-" d by
The Catholic Army Buts Assn, of Canada.

The Catholic Women’s £eague 0f €ngland.
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UR Government has requested that we ‘gut at the
tment our entire 'output of the “maldings

DURHAM tobacco.
And we have complied—fully,
wants, whatever it needs for you boys at
and with a generous heart.
We have béen sending immense quantities of “Bdll” o you mew at
‘¢he front,"and at the same time trying to supply consumers at home.
. now ‘we are

2,000,000 1bs., 100 carloads of

to give

fmean_more_than figures to the hun
at. home who “roll their own” and
of good old “Bull” as a personal, -everyday necessity.

It means that the govef'xir‘nent has found that our fighting men need

akings’’.

But, if “Bull” iz a necessity to us at home,
our daily life, how much greater its necessity to you-
gone to fight for us—to -win this war for us.

I know that the men at home will think of you as I do—onl of yoii.
1 know there will not be'a single complaint. ‘ ill ar ;
their share of “Bull,” however long they have enjoyed it, however close: it 18
to them, as they will give up anything they have

boys over there need it.

That the ‘Government has requested the
night and day output of all our factories, makes this. absolute need clear to
every man -at home who “rolls his own™.

And they give it up gladly—but they will not for,
sack-~gone for the \present on its mission of hope an inspiration to yoir
boys in the trenches. ’

You-will bring “Bull” back

gladly. For

you all

“BULL" DURHAM every month.

This call means more than. just huge figures to me and I know it will
s eds of thousands of men everywdjers

who look upon

Grestings to Our Boys in France :— .
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know
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to us with ribbons of honor. ‘We have np
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