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On Monday, at 12 o'clock, THOMAS JEFFER-
SON, Presipent of the UNITED STATES,
took the oath of offce, and delivered the follow-
ing INAUGURAL SPEECH, in the Senate
Chamber, in the presence of the members of the
1o Houses, and a large concourse of citizens.

SPEECH. ‘

PROCEEDING, fellow citizens, to that quali-
fication which the constitution requires, before my
entrance on the charge again conferred on me, it is
iy duty to express the decp sense I entertain of
this neve proof of confidence from my fellow citi-
Zens at large, and” the zeal with which it inspires
me 50 o condutt myscli as may best satisfy their
i ctations. 2
G Sxking this station on a formeroccasion, 1
declared the principles on which T believed it my
duty to administer the aifairs of our commonwealth.
My conscience tells me that I have on every aeca-
sion acted up to that declaration, according toits
obvious import, and to the understanding of every

1 ad. 3
e oo ot forcign affirs, we have

- endeavored to cultivate the friendship of all nations,
and espeeially of those with which \\'ehavchlhr:
‘most important relations, ~ We have done them
justice on all occasions, fayor where favor was law-
ful, and cherished mutual interests and intercourse
on fair and equal terms. We are firmly convinced,
and we adt on that convidlion, that with nations,
as with individuals, our interests, soundly caleu-
ated, will ever be found inscparable from our mo-
ral duties. . And history bears wiuness to the fadl,
that a just nation is trusted on its word, when re-
course is had to armaments and wars to bridic

TS,
h&’homc, fellow-citizens, you best know whe-

ther wehave done well or ill.~ 1 he suppression of

unnecessary offices, of useless establishments and
expences, enabled us to discontinue our internal
taxes. These, covering our fand with officers, and
opening our doors to their intrusions, had already

begun that process of domiciliary vexation, which, T

once entered, is scarcely to be restrained from
reaching successively every ariicle of produce and
of property. 1f, among these taxes, some. minor
ones fcll, which had nét been inconvenient, it was
because their amount would not have paid the of-
ficers who collected them, and because, if they
had any merit, the state authorities might adopt
them, instead of others less approved. '

“The remaining revenue on the consumption - of
foreign ariicles, is paid chiefly by those who can af-
ford toadd foreign luxurics to domestic comfors.
Being colle€ted on our sea bourd and fronticrs on-
Iy, and incorporated with the transaétigns of our
imcrcantile citizens, it may be the pleasure and the
pride ofan Americab to ask what farmer, what me-
chanic, what labourer ever seesa_tax-gatherer of|
the Unjited States? These contributions enable

port the current expenses of the govern-
ment, to fulfill contraéls with foreign nations, to

extinguish the native right of soil within our I
mits, to extend those limits, and to apply sucha
surplus to our public debts, as places ata short
day their final redemption, and that redemption
once effefled, the revenue, thereby liberated, may,
by  just repartition among the states, and a carres-

onding umendment of the constitution, be applied,
“in time of peace, to rivers, canals, roads, arts, ma-
nufadtures, education and other great objeéls with-

eachstate. I time of war, ifinjustice by bur-
selves or others must sometimes produce war, in
creased as the same revenue will be by incréased
population and consumption, and aided by other
resources, reserved for that crisis, it may mect
within the year all the expenses of the year, without
encroaching on the rights of future generations, by
burthening them with the debts of the past.
will then be but a suspension of useful works, and
return to a state of peace, a return to the progress
of improvement.
1 Lave said, fellowscitizens, that the
served had cnabled us to extend our_ limits ; but
that extension may possibly pay for itself before
e are called on, and in the mean time may keep
down the accruing interest. In all events it will i«

vances we shall have made. T know

that the acquisition of Lowsiana has been  disap-

income re-
es

| proved by some, from a candid apprehension  that
the enlargement of our territory may endanger its
union. - But who can limit the exténtto which the
federative principle may operate effeclively ? The
larger our association, the less will it be shuken by
local passions. - And in any view, is itnat better
that the opposite bank of the - Mississippi should
be settled by our own brethren_and children, than
by strangers of another family 2 With which shall
we be most likely to live in harmony and. friendly
intercourse
In matters of religion, I have considered that its
free exercise is placed by the constitation, inde-
pendent of the powers of the general government.
I have therefore_undertaken, on no accasion, to
prescribe the religious exercises suited toit: but
have left them, as the constitution found them,
under the dire@ion and discipline of the state or
church authorities acknowledged by the several re-
ligious societies.
¢ aboriginal inhabitants of these countries, T
bave regarded with the, commiseration their his.
tory inspires. - Endowed with the facultics and the
rights of men, breathing an ardent love of liberty

press on the time of public servants, and !
ers Have therefore been left 1o find theirpin
in the public indig
Nor was it uninteresting to the world that an ex-
periment should be faicly and fully wade, whether
freedom of discussion, unuided by power, is not suf-
ficient for the propagation and proteSion of trutl
Viether a govermnent, condusting itself in ¢
t of its constitugion, with zeal and purity;
g no_act which it would be nnwilling the
whole World shauld witness, cas be written down
by falschood and defamation.—The experisent
hias been tried.You_have witnessed: the soen,—
Our fellow citizens have looked on cool and col-
cted. They saw the latent source from which
thele outrages proceeded. They gathered around
their public functionaries : and when the consitus
tion called them to the decision by suffage, they
pronounced their verdict, honorubie to thoss who
had served them, ‘and conslatory to the fiend: of
man, who helieves he may -be entrusted with the
control of his awn affairs.
o inference is here intended that the laws. pro-
vided by the states against false and defamatory

and and oceupying & country which
left them no desire but to be undisturbed, the
stream of overflowing populatic: from otlizr regions
direéted itself on thesc shores.  Without power to

divert, or habits to contend against it, thcy have
been overwhelmed by the current, or driven before
it. Now reduced within limits too narrow for the
hunter state, humanity enjoins us to teach them:
agriculture and the domestic arts; to’ encourage
them to that industry which alotie can enable them
to maintain their place in existence, and to prepare
them in time for that st [
boiily comforts, adds the improvement of the mind
and morals. - We have therefore liberally fornished
them with the implements of husbandry and house-
hold use : 'we lave plited amang them instruétors:
in the arts of first necessity ; and they arc covered
with the ®gis of the law against aggressors from
among oursclves.

But the endeavors to ealighten them on the fate
which awaits their present course of life, to induce
themto exercise their reason, follow its dictates, and
ange their pursuits with the change of circum.

have powerful obstacles to encounter.
re combated by - the habits of their bodies,
prejudices of their miinds, ignorance, pride, and the
influence of intcrested and crafty individuals among
them, whao feel themselyes something in the pre
sent order of things, and fear to become notking it
any other. - These persons_ inculeite a sanéimo
nious reverence for the customs of their ancestors ,
that whatsoever they did must be doie through all
time ; that reason is a false guide, and to advance
under its counsel in their physical, moral, or’ poli-
tical condition, is perilous innovation : that their
duty is to remain as their Creator made them,
ignorance being safety, and knowlege full of dan
ger. In short, my friends, among them also is seen
the aétion and counter-aéton of good sense and of|
bigotry.. They too have their anti-philosophists,
who find an interest in keeping things in their pre.
sent state ; who dread reformation, and exert all
their faculties to maintain the ascendancy of habit
over the duty of improving our reason and obeying
its mandates.

Tn giving these outlines, T do not mean, fellow-
citizens, to arrogate to myself the merit of the mea.
sures. That is due, in the first place, to the reflccting
character of our citizens at large, who, by the
weight of public opinion, influence and strengthen
the public measures. It ie dae to the sound s
cretion with which they select frem among the
selves those to whom they confide. the legislative
duties. It is dueto the zeal and wisdom of the
charagters thus selected, who lay the foundations
of public happiness in wholsome laws, the cxec
tion of which alonc remains for others : and it is
due to the able and fuithful auxiliaries, whose pa-
triotism has associated them with me in the execu-
tive functions. ‘

During this courde of administration, and in or-
der to disturb it, the artillery of the press has been
levelled against us, charged with whatsoever its li-
centiousness could devise or dare. These abuses
of an institution so important to freedom and sci-
ence, are decply to be regretted, inasmuchas they
tend to lessen its usefilncss, 4nd to sap its safety»
“They might perhaps have béen corrected by the
wholsome punishments reserved to, and provided
by, the laws of the several states against falschood
and defamation. But public duties more urgent

e of society, whizh, to|F

should not be enforced. « He who has
time, renders a service to public morals and public
tranquility, in reforming these abuses by the salux
tary coercions of the law. But the experiment is
noied to - proye that, - since truth and  reason
have maintained their grodnd against false opinfons ¢
inleague with fulse faéks, thepress, confined to truth, *
needs no other legal restraint.  The. public. judg:
ment will corre@ fulse reasonings and opinions,
ona full hearing of all parties, and no other defis
nite line can be drawn beoween the inestimable Ji-
y of the: press, and its demoralising licentis
ss. If there still improprictieswhich this
rule would not restrain, its supplement must be
sought in the censorship of public opinion.
Contemplating the. union of sentiment now mas.
nilested o generally, as auguring harmony and
appiness. to our future course, 1 ofier to our coun.
ry sincere congratulations.  With those too not
yétrallied tothe same point, the disposition to o
sois gaining strength. — Faclsare picrcing through
the veil driwn over them ; aud-our doubting bie-
thren will at length see that the mass of the'r el
low citizens, with whom they canfiot vetresolve to°
adl, as m‘)rincipl:s and measures, think s they
think, and desire what they desire. That our
wish, as wellas theirs, is that the public efforts may
be dircéled honestly to the public good, that peace
be cultivated, civil and religious liberty unassaile
law and order preserved, equality of rights mains
ained, and that state of property equal or unequal,
which results to every man from his own iridus..
try or that of his fathers, When satisfied of these
views, itis not in human nature that they should
not approve.and support them, Tii the nrean time
let us-cherish them with patient affe@ion.  Lerus.
do them justice, and more than justice, 31 alf o
petitions of interest : and we nieed not douby that
truth, reason, and their own iterests will at len th
prevail, will' gather them into the fold of their
country, and will compleat that entife union of
opinion, which gives to a nation the blessings of

| harmony, and the benefit of all its stressjh,

1 shall now enter on the duties to yehich my fel:
ow citizens have again called me : and sl pro.
ceed in the spirit of those principles Which they
have approved. - T fear not that any motiyes of e
terest may lead me astray : Lam sensible of 1) s
sion which could reduce me knowingly from- the
path of justice ; but the weaknesscs of hunsn -
tre, and the limits of my own understariding will
produce crrors of judgment sometimes injurious to
your interests. I shall ueed therefore il the
dulgence [ baye heretofore experienced ; the want «
of it will certainly not lessen with increasig yeu:s.
1 shall need t00 the favor of-that being in” ihose
hands we are, who led our fathcrs, ns [+racl of old,
from tieir native land, and planted the o i+ a coun.
try flowing with all the necessarics anl comforts of
Jife : who has covered our infancy with is- prov
dence and our riper years with his wisdom and
power : and to whose goodness I ask you to join
with me in supplications, that he will ‘so enlighten
the minds of your servants, guide their councils,
and prosper their measurcs, tac whatsoever they
do, shall r¢sult n your good, and shall sccure 1o
you the peace, friendship, and rapprobation of all
lu‘om. \

in-

TH : JEFFERSON,



