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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES OF
THOMAS ERSKINE.

Tuz fubjeds of thefe pages is the hind
£on of the late earl of Buchan, and younicell
brother to the prefent earl§ the fecoi|
holds an emineat Ration at the Scoteh bar.|

“There aré o fatisfaclory documents of thel

outhful part of his hiftorys, It is, liow-|
N l’ Wil kmowh Shaebo :r{und\:ryearlx
S0 bk Dhe navy, a fervice (m which
e had imbibed 2 Rrong predilectior
“He went to fea with the late St Tohin"
Lmdray. nephew of the great earl of Mans-
féld. He never, it is believed, had the|
wmmxmon of licutenant, but acted for
fome time in that capacity, by the appaiot
ment of his captain.  Hit reafons fof quit.
ting the navy are fud to have been thel
flnder Chances of bis pipmotion i and|t
having only ferved a5 a lieutenan
Sriendihip of his commander, he wis ui-
willing, after having been honored withy
fich a diftinion, to return s l'n in thel
inferior capacity of wid-Jhipm
“He entered into the drmy as P g in
the Ruylll, or fielt regiment of foof, in| ¥
whe year 1768, not fo mucl from inclina-
0 (a8 it is ds becabfe his father|
with & fmall and ‘\rl&ly cotailed eftate, had
ubt the means of afiing him, with coil
vénience, to purfie ane of the learned pro-
Scffions. He went with this regiment to
Minorca, in which ifland be fpent three
years, and continued in the army about fix.
. During the period he contivued in th
afmy, he had acquired confiderable repu|
wition for the woutenefs and verfatility of]
his cadents in converfavions  Mr. Bofwell,
who met_Lim about this_time
conpany in London, mentions,
wivirs of D¢ Johufon, the delight which
the daéor and himfelf felt from the ability,
of a gentleman, who whs ‘no other than
M. Erfkine, in difcourfing on fome tein-
topic which, at that time, bappen|
T
i the circles of th: metropolis.
* Wiether the cobfeioufncts of thefe pow-
.n, or the fuggeftions of ins fricnds, ot
embarrallinents of a_fcanty income,|o
ﬁm invited him to make preparations for|
the ftudy of the law, it is of no importance|
o enquire. The refolution, from whatever]
caufe it proceeded, mull, in a_great mea-
fixre, have been fupported by that interial
confidence in his own talents, which is in-|
feparable from great and elevated mind
from the fpirit of adventure, which is
cidental to geais, which overlooks fligit
obflacles, and is indincible by ordinary dif-
feuldies. There is a falhion among biogri-|
phical writers, to difcover in the perlon
whofe lifi they are writing, an innate ori-
ginal predifpoliticn for the peculiar depare
ment of feience or literature in which he
has been eminent, forgetting that, in the,
mature o[llnnga, the purfuit muft be whol-|
Iy accidental, and that, “in every region|o
o she s e fight of powerfal intel-
A mulk be equally lofty and vigorous.—
Xt has, however, been faid, and we have]
reafon to believe with truch, that Mr. Er-
Fine had no merit whacfoever in the ex
traordinary adventure of embarking in {o|
new and arduous a purfuit, bn\ :nm it was
Titerally and moft unwillin upon
i o e oo o m. molh:r e
countefs of Buchan, after the death of Iis|
father ; and that the Topes of fucceeding
m 1t were fortified and kept alive .,;.mu
awn prepofleilions, by her counfel ari
perl'nlﬁunl. Although, in the privacy ot
dome! the greatelt charackers and
the brightelt talents may pafs away witbous|
record and remembraiice, fhe was a |
‘moit uncommon acquirements and fingularl
penzm She '-Mnsht' 0 doubty that
pﬂnewnfl the capacity of her fon, and
in the confidence of parental affection,
planned out this fcheme of his futare de:|

Ghapel.  The thefis was the revolution of

abfolute and hourly nemﬁw of it is now
by every one who is conyerfunt|

1688 It difplays no-ordinary powers
language, and it sealy to difcovers in fome
of its pallages, the elements, as it were,
i of that forenfic cloqueticé n whicls be af-
terwards acquired o unequal a pre-emi
nence. It would be too mean a praife tof
fag that it bears very. {hiking featres of
fgetiority over the declamations' which)
are ufually produced o thofe occations.|
It guned the firfk prize, which ke refufed]
to accept, not Atteiding Cambridge a5 o

tudent, and only declaiming in confarmityfes

o the rulgs of the callege. An Ode, writ|
ten by Mr. Exlkine, bout this time, in
imitation of Guay’s Bard, is worthy of
tice aa a fportie production of his fancy
it has heen lately publihed in the Manthly|
Muguaine,. It orisaied on 20 acgafior
uly bumorous. Efkine had_beer
fappoin-ed by hns e wla negletiest
- ufusl_attendance. ypon him, and pre-
esut it sindoa g Colegeabaly
-the smoment of difappoinguienty bungc
i e et v
,muu-l forth a molediction_ againft thel
\iole rage of barbersywith « devunciation,|
Iprophetic of a future tafte for cropping an|
unpowdered haire
r. Exfline did pot enter intn the unis
vedbity for any, academical purpa ¢ bud
ncfely to obtain 1 degree to winch ne wa
atitied as.the fon of & nobleman, and byl
which he faved two years and a half in hiz|

been completed in 3
father, nne of the moft acgomplifhed men|
of his titac, had nmfnrmly felt an extraon
dinary folicitude as to che education of his
ren, and acually. remaved from i
family eftate in Scotland for the purpofe of
refiding ac St. Adidrew's, where he con.
tinged wmapy years. Dusiog this fime bel
procured for them. a private tutof, one of
)

the il
i wnivedi, . MewErfkine abways p
ed the findy of the Belles Lettres with
unremitted ardour; and had the advantagel
of xmm\nnk from the mnnemmemwton.
the day, that various and extende]
[knowledge, which can never be derived|
fom. buuks, or folitary applications In]

order to acquire a neeellary knowledge offinn

the mechauical parts of his future profef.
" reprol

vt the offce of Mr, Bullers theman ewi
nent fpecial pleader. at the bary and fincel
promoted to & diftinguiflcd. {tatian o thel
ench.

It need not. be difambled that, during]
is period of bis, life, Mr, Ecfkine wa
je@ to the neceflities of a very limited
ncome. _ Ele hud_been already married o

bout four years, and was obliged to adbereferfed,”

to 2 moft rigid frugality of expenditure.
OF el ictimancaso hiahillrs tany
£ the particulaes have, with g-m inge-

ooljueverbe a good
Er I 1 SRt acit ransy of which the

with the bufiuefs of our courts of jullice.
It confifts in 4 fore of analytical correct
nefty and its bighellucly s derived fro
e habits cial acutenels, which it
imparts, it o, nice and fkilful fubtletics,)
on, whichiit is_perpetually occupied.
though Mr. Erfkine never practifed as
profelied fpecaal pleader, the notion of his
i ignorant of that branch of the legal
(cience, iz founded iu the groffeit milrepre
Noone_underltands the pri
ciples of that fcience more corre@ly 5 nonl
R o e s Ao i ealorable
ippl cation of them, as 4 fpecies of lar|

ions

i Jones AR, defined the artof the
(pecial ples

st s A S e
fthe a@s of popular declamation, does not|
clcarly appeas. 1 has been faid, that bl

d|l\mgu|fhlng himfelf by 4 fpecies of on..

nce not ufually, felt in early efforts of |
bl b e e ibcoallaiets as
rendered it more prodent to abilain from

perfonal - feverity, and to concmau “the -
court he was addref ele firictures
on lord Sandwich are unqnenmmuy l‘:.
vere ; bu., if any faith is to be had in
teftimony of his. cotemporarics, ot -n,
office and in oppolition, they are not une
founded—Colonel Lutrel, fpeuking of him.
m she. Houfe of Commons, obfcrved of
him, with a pointed cloguence, that ijere
is in his conduct such a sanctimonious coma.
posure of guilty that the rarity and perfecar

0n4f i vice alnast constiuted it a e,

logic ;  phrafe by which the Jate Sir Wil.ftse.

b was the St svialiat bis bt ar

he bary baving been called only in Trinity
(e i having been employed or Cap
ain Baillie in the Michaelmas Term fole
lowing. b b o 25 have been indebted ,

eas.an uiliduous attendant at
e il eheio t e o of [am:‘
eltimation was at that time held. . But the|
livle of Mr. Esikine's oratory bears inter.
ual teftimony againfl this. aflepcion. Thefth
<loquence that s cultivated in thefe o
cieties 15 altogether of & uature. remote
Htom: the wlow f s Baror. the fart
Che debates of the ev re for thel
o s oo by s b fpeakers,
or rather fpoutere, who yocilerite & collec.|
ion of crnde declamatory [entences o 4
tumultaous andience,  which,  taking nol

icoguinancs of Joicies orfylsof idtion,

eltows its appliule on the orator who
inabesitbe wieath nodcs and s g pit
with the greateft vehemence.  Such, are
ot the academic fhades in which Englib|
cloquence is nursureds  Perhaps: the mofd
Gl of o s e chteed
their perfection i public. fpeaking, more
by filent meditation and fludy, than by de-
claming in piblic.  Unquslbonsbly be e

ipenker, who has been ha[l

[greatelt praife is rapidity ot tterancey and]
by which the rales und harnony of the lan-]
guage are cxpofed to. perpetaal. violence|
nd perverfion.

e bad now completed the probationary|
petiod allosted to the attendance in thel
5t court; and wis called to the bar

y Mx. Eifkine

this opportunity to
commendationy - or conned - |

B
nedtioneHis

usintance.wich captain Baile originased
tom lis having accidentally met. fin ae
e table of a common frien

Almoft im. +
elkine appeared |
5, a8+
counfel for Mr. Carnan, the bookfller,
againtt a bill introduced by lord North, .
then prime minifier, to re-vet in the nie:
verfities the manopoly in almanacs, which
Mir. Catin had fucceeded in gbvllﬂlmg by
llegal judgments, and he had the good for-
tune o placethe noble lord in & confidera-
ble minority upofi a divifion:

0 the reputation. which thefe fpecches
[conferred upon him, it has been faid, that
he refers the fublequent fuccefs be has ex-
pericnced in his profeffion, and that, as he
left the court wpon that ucm(mn, nearly s
thirty briefs were offéred to him by the ate .
tornics. wiho were prefent—He was now:
furrounded by clients, and occupied by bu-
finefs.  OF the varinus cafes in which hes
was eiployed, it would be abfurd to expedt

mention, agthey confifled only of the
ordinay and daily tranfadtions of the term
and the fivtings. -

The public feclings were now alto nhn-
loccupied by the interefting trial of: aﬁmm.l

ppel: Mr. Exfkine was retained as counas
el for the admiral: 2 circumftance that.

&

to the t:
ilfment of, prul:ﬂmnnl merit n :he Lugmh ‘

bar. Lt is not worth enguiring how lory
e Coninoia o vatte A e S AR
feodies of the court, amongft the

was owing to the_ igtorance which the
Mr. Dunbing and Mr. Lee (who

ly enguged) dipaged of the
without fome knowledge of
wluch ihe afewas i s meafure uney

young men, Wwhomay be, nut unaptly.|?
arapared o Too @bl thir ittt e
banks of the Styx for a paflags over the
lake 3 but, by a fingular partiality of for-
tane, lie was not tortured by the** hope.de-
d_the Gckening expeéation of
a brief in Weltminfier-Hall, which fo
many men of promifing taleyts arc
0 wndergo f un opport
ed im in

i ning

M. Erfkine us qmlnﬁcd the dabyy et

ing been made acquainted with the manne

i which be b paffd the former part 4
is

he duty of a counfellor before 4 court.
mattial is very lnnited by the rules

ufages of the court s he is not pemmﬁ
fo put any queflion to the witneffes ; but_
he may fuggeft to his client fuch as occur
im as necefla af 5 mor is he

nuoufinels, been mentioned. to bi
by M. Erfkine himfelf.
In.reviewing the difficulties he had en-
countercd, and, i contrafting themn with
he brilliant profperity of bis late year
he muft now feel a peculiar gratification ;
becaufe by an iwvoluntary impulle he mufl
have attribut -d bis exttaordinary elevation
o the endowments allotted to b by na.
e e e caprice or partiali.
tv of fortune. The part fultained by Mre.|
fline, before (he o st e
hejr Grft entrance intor i |
s highty honorable to her fcclmgl 5 fhe ac
companied him to Minorea, followed his
[fortunes with <he moft cheerful conftancy

wifand while he was engaged in the purfuits

Jof a moft laborions profeffion, never fu
fered any pleafire of ..m.rmm to inter

intel in Wellminfler Hl. Capt. Bail.|
lie who_ had_been vemoved from the go-|f
vornment in Grecawich Hofpital by lord
Sandwich, then frft lord of the Admiralty,
oy ok governars of Greenwich
Hofpisal, had béen charged with having]
publifbed a Iibel againft” that noblemun,
[nd the attorney-general was. inftructed sof
move for leave to file 4 criminal informa
tion againft him ; this was the oceafion. o
M, Erfkine's it {peech in court. In o5
pofing the motion of the attorney-general,|
an opportunity prefented itfelf to him nl
fentering into the merits of the cafe in be-
halt of Gapt. Baillic. He expatinted upon|™
the fervices which bad been rendered by his|
client, on the. firmnefs with which he re-
fiftd the intrigue and artifce to which he

fuffered to addrels the cbnﬂ., and al.
moft the only affiftance he can render is
jin the arrangement of his defence, and the
communication of fuch remarks on th:'
esidence as are moft likely, to be prefent
only to the minds of thofe who m habi-
tuated to the rules of teftimor
of juftice,  Thi
i and ably rei
ving drawn

lztrfunn.lly exam

captains of the ﬁm, and fnix&ul Himfﬁ
thit he could fubitantiate the innocence

s client, before the fpeech which he had
written for him was read—For his exere
ions on this memorable occaion, Mr.
e receiveda thoalnd guineas’ VWl ~
udeft office of his hl‘- f

rupt her in the
life.

While e remained in the office of M.
he purfcd the bufineds of the defk

tination, while he was abfent in the
at Morea.

Mr. Erfkine was about twenty-fix wher|
Te commenced his courli of legal fludy.
He entered as a fellow-commoner of Trin
ty College in Canhnag:, inthe year 1777,
and, atthe fame time; mfzrteﬂ his vamel
a3 a ftudent on the boo incoln’s Tni
Onc of his colle‘xr dcchmﬂtmm is (1l ex |

with unremitted activity and ardor 5 and|
fon M. Buller's promosion, went into the|
ofice of Mr. Wood, wheré he continued|

L year after he bad been in confiderabl
ufinefs at the bar,
not unfrequently confidercd s the me.
aical gt of e profellon, bae Tately]
rvived at a higher dignity thin lawyers of
formes times vese willing to allow it Thel

tiot, asit sinity College

Special pleading, tho'fcons

Ium-

T the courfe of this fpeech, he attack
ed the noble carl in‘a tone of farcaftic and[i%
indignant inve@ive. Lord Mansfield in-|
tecrupted him more than once, but the ad-
vocate did not abate of the feverity of st
inimadverfions. It was at that time nofP
mon fpectacle to obferve amn, folit
tle kniowi to the court and the bar, com.
menting, with afperity, of remarks on the
condugt of a powerful Ratefman who held
an elevated poft in the adminiltration; wnd]

and even amid(t the fplendnn e M
ceeding fortunes, Mr. Erdkine
k back on ﬂvxs tv:nl with ren f

Was i) l\'eﬁon of the beft u-
rmul b-mwx in dm King’s BenchB;
second business is meant '-hlt’fun of
bnl‘m:ﬁ in which the lead is not ven o
confcl who are not yet arriv
ﬂ@my of a filk gown, and of a feat o
in the bar of the court 3 butan event togk .
place which called bis talents into aQlivity




