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Tu thie prefent dearth of news, we prefen
o readers with the following interefl
ing view of, ToorKs

HISTORY OF RUSSIA.

‘Mr. Tooxe has had in the execution of|
(S prefene work many peclir sdvantager,

mative tongue ;
sies sndcltes whee gublic records were,
¢ muft have derived very

confidersble N ol e sumetind
rians in other-pirts of Europe who
bave written fince the memorable era o
Peter the Greats Previons to that epoch
the fources of hiflorical information, rel-
peating the vafl empire of Ruflia, vere fer

{ higheft affeveration Sl (0 Il 1 keep not

iy word, may it tu infamy 3%
« Cufton mmndynnnomzm- to the Rut|
lians of thofe days, as they lield the difgrace|
..f having forfeited their word, to be the

Jeepeft degradation of the man. Though
ke Wife as.Fo dependilit on the frufbent
the child was flll more fo on the father,
He might even fell his children.  Servants|
ind mallers, as we have already feen, en.
teved into a contratt on the terms of

 The firt infurrelion accafioned by the
—Jgeneral order to all the Ru
the cuftom of wearing the

, was o

number of viétins, the Gaar made choicel
of 4 {pacious fqure, adjoining to his houte
of Preobrajinko, three verfis from Mofto.

s to leave off

lowed by the execution of eight thoufand|!
he[perfons, and for containing fuch a preat

{embally fo Poland during “the Diet of

Grods

Undet bim is & council, confilt:
hicf diceéior and three wardens
is council expedites every thing relative
cither phyfically or morally to the éRablifhe
ment. Ty fubordination toit are the cene
for, the ecanome and the pripcipal ‘ac-
i |s ﬁ.mc..nuy clear, from th

The place was furrounded by pallifides. names o office. The funds of this
hrough which it was eafy o fec whit was|nfliotion m a lombard, a tex upon alf
ing witkin the i la-|public a5 plays, Vauxhalls,

connedtions and depofited it in court. 16

sl the mafter broke the contract, the fervant|

inight lodge Lis complaint. The fingle
combit fill continued to be the laf refource]
in deciding a cauft, to which the judge con-|
fented, when he knew not how clfe t de-
termine. But duels out of court were firiéd-|
ty probibited, and where one was killed,
the flayer was puniflied Iike other murder|
ers. “The taking perfonal vengeance was
ety fh i yinier St rigorous
“The nobles were

Cing a great namber of baths and blocks, thel
wretches condemned to lofe their lives wers
made to kneel at them,  Several execution-
evs were immediately employed in cucti
off heads :  Peter, himfelf, with an a

iic. and upon cards, which are famped at
the foundling houfe: Thefe two taxes are
very productive, “The boufe too hs feves
ral _manufaclories, in which the work ig

bis hand, fet the example to the execution
ers. - Molt of the Czar's courtiers were

boaited afterwaeds, thatit was he who ha

oy of sbout 13 years ol came and

and confined.  But when that great legil-

Tator and conqueror refcued his country|

from ignoraiice, obfcarity and contempt ;
when he diftinguifhed it by a name among|
the nations of the world, the records of its
lorybegan to amtily, md minute enqui

ancient flates T'hel

ariginal manners S EVEAA A ercl s

ioveftigated with fuccefs, avd in wany
fances illuftrated with ability ; events were|
afeertained, which were sither unknown o
doubtful before, and feveral perfons of pro-
minent talents, devoted their labors to
ethodize a fubje which had been almoft|c
wniverfully neg as Leen juftly|
bferved by an ingenious writer : & Soittle
were the limits of Rufiia known in the laf}

«eniary, that when in 1689, the Chinefclever

foldicrs, and were obliged to appear when)
fummoned to war,

* The Boors till the !m‘l of
were {lill not bound to &
er.
Blem:

for 2 certain time, on (lated con-|
. Eithor he got a part of the har-
veft and the produce of the catdle, a portion)
ol 47 v e s woblad e days |t
for the miafler, and ob the fixth was per-|
nitted to till a bit of grownd ceded to him|
e ter A0 She Sy S0
ceemy, Githér party ight give up the con
e 10 486 Bovess e Tioop reviobe 1o g
sther mafter, and the mafter difinifs the|
Boor that.did not fuit im, Hence, h
ver, inéonveniences arofe, particuirly on|

and Ruffans were at war, and their 1t che olablifiment of a veguiar army, when
pedtive fovereigns fent mbsﬂ‘.don to meeta nobleman no longer went to battle with|
ithin three hundred leagues of Pekin, on|his peopl: and maintained them, hut a fia-

the fronticrs of both countrics, for the pur-|
ofkof adjuting difreres, te whole i
ted moft enlightened parts o
Mmpe a1 ridiculous fable.”
“The Empecor Peter, appeared foon afcer|
on the feene, and he created 2 people.
“The author propofes to himfelf, in the
eourfe of the narrative, to refolve the fal

3 le--m.g inquiries : % What L the begin
8 . g of thi migheyempire) what foraney
~ bhave hrfaﬂcn and how Im it arrived at|
s grelent height 2 ke anfiwering thefe

matural an imporiant quctions be i
faithfully reprefented the leading events|
#hat have bad any influence on the empire 5
be has carefully depicted the manuers i
gradual progreiiion 3 and he has judiciont
Iy comprefled the cariier accowrits by re-|
Jecting albidie tales and legendary abfurdi-
e, while he only iotices thofe tranfa&ions|

{

ogilts and. other primitive fources, T

many ﬁnk g andinterelting everts, pol-
uffes, as it is here related, the merit of
deliey 5 and Mr. Taoke does not adiuce

R

£

refier to-mqueflionable authority.
OF the Nate of myinners and culture in

Rutfia, in the fixteenth ecntury, e felec

& few iuftances =

* 4 The boufes in general were of titmber,

and as badly confiructed as T have already

deferibed them 3 ouly in Mofco and other|
at towns, were afew buildings of brick.

i

“Flie contempt for the female fex, -which is|fue
4 rhmﬂcnﬂln of the want off

{3 mvanml

(bt as the
iy, and fhortly

which have been colleéted from native cho-|

ancient hiftory of Rufiia, tho' deftitute of]

one fa@ of moment, for which he cannot]

ted number,of troops were raifed, and a ca-|
pifston <ax fpofed, e aobichan paid
or his lands and_ the Boor for his boufe :

art of|

T B illed the’ crousd of & Hodcel

w-fout of the inclofure, threw down the axc

headon the Czar's block; the prince
ishend ofchopping o bis Head, taol I

y the arm and pufbed bim away. The boy!
e faging a word, went and placed
himfelf at another. block ; the Caar p
ing this, advanced towards bim, ra
d him up avd put him away again, prelei
fently afterwards the boy returned to fub-|
mit himfef again to to the axe ; the Caay
tiien  angrily afked him, why e perfilted
in wifhing to have his head cus off 2 ¢ Thiou|
baft cut off my father's head, my brother's
iead and the heud of all wy relations
more gotlty than T am,
oy 4 why fhould'dt thou not cut off minc?")
[Peter made no anfyver, bitt ordered.the boy]

and went away, - When M. Printy was ad
the court of Peter the Firfl, as ambaflador]
fror Pruffia, that prince invited him <o, o
erand entertainment, and _after having]
drank as ufial & great quantity of win

brandy, he fent. to fetch from. the prifons|
lof Peterfburgh 20 of the Strelitez ; ther)
3t each bumper he Reuck off the head,of]
one of dhefe wretches. He propofed to the

cager to imitate lim, and Mentchikoflyjas

cut off the gieatelt pumber of heads,  Ala

|t of Shllgek

moflly by the foundlings.
-4 Over the girls is a chief infpeétre(s, ve.

ex whom are other ml'p:é\rcﬂ'n and purd
the re kept carcfully

ivided into different ages ; each
thefi ages Jus its prulhlr employmencs,
pattimes and lelfons. The inftvétion in
the fciences and Ilngﬂagu T by
tutors, both with bovs and ut
ways apurt: The latrer are llugh! e tent:
ive arts by women, and eve

nfpecirels and nurfe, as the divifidos of

I the boys have their overfeers and nurfes,

The. whole number of oundlinge s ure
wards of five thoufind.
of the day and night, children are ad;m(.
ted, without the leal objeétion or enquiry.
MuShing bus ¢ kit et (RS
ting whether the ¢ baptif-d or not
o st it it g el sl
ceived.  Hlere s mmwud«pmpedyﬁu;
up for lying-in women, Who_are deliver
by expere miidwives, free from all expences
1t is pot to be deferibed T
convenient inflitution
ol the drdies SN ereounte
are depofited by bigh and low, but gy
‘perfons, fears

fal that they may not be able to provi
food and edueation far their children, eome
arfe then' to the care of this charitable ine

fituton, where mty are not only maine

the empire, he might caufe a
of the taxes to the governiment by changing]
his place of abode. This inflisution ke
wilé excjred.great. murmues; begaule onel
mafter might eatily find means of enticing
away Boors from ancther. In order G
me

to lLecome ufeful

exercile his d
Ity upon them ; but the ambaffador deciined]
the barbarons offer.  What a fpe@acle
fee 2 tyrant in the mid(t of his caps,
ing bimfelf, with cutting off the heads of
3

Fedor, on the advice of Borisin 1595, for-
bad the firolling about of the, Boors,
reiterated the interdiétion in 1597 Boris,|
fiowever, afterwards reftured to the Boors|
their former privilege, as the new law ap-
peared to Iead to vaflalage.  Schuifkoy re-
fotved to take a middle path between, thel
old re;;uhurm.when the Boors were entire.
ly free, and thie mare recent ope, by which
ey were i et ¥
and to.one matter forever.
bulent reign nothiog wis broughe to effect,
nd 2 fyfiematic vaiage of the peatantry)| v
hiow became gradually prevalent on. Rl

at 3 time when this blot upon huma
was effaced in the other. countries of Eu|
rope, namely at the beginning of the 17th)
century.

That the vallalage which was permitted!
tuwui- S Cels of o Ailamriary sl
at the opening of the 17th, had vot a
bengfici i e e people,
but that it rather had a very pu,ud.ml in-
wence on ity s fo manifelt as to need ne
tproof. The atfhvny and induftry which the

among
i«m-n.. The' woigis Here kept in a flate
of perfedd bondage, and it was thought
 much if a ftranger was permitted only tol
© fee them ; they did not even dare <o gol
often to chorch, tho' church going was al-
ways fuch a mighty bufinefs amon thefe
people, it was rzq\nred that they fhould bel
antly wi loors; and fhould very
he frefh airs

4 The men of iddle ikaloys repairedf.
about noon ta the market, where they tranf:
a@ed: their bufinels wgether, falked over
public 2ffairs and went 1o the courts of j
dicaturs to he', the caufes that were goin,

forward, Thus was certainly a pra
frodudtive of much good, as the inhabit
kit siovnscby el meke BN
uaintan e, bartered cheir ideas and)
wwne v with oue another, and ¢
sriotic affdetions were nourifhed and'invig,
mated. In agreements and bargains, thel

yafior adts of

caatry was intended sorifes weuld be ed
turally checked and impeded ta an extraor-
ey degees b, th penmited objuignrion
of the Boors into lavery, and the national
fpicit. again be depreffed.”  We fhall pafe
over the ancient hiflory of Ruffia to come|
1o the reign of Peter the Great ; and even)
here. we are neceffarily concife, from thel
confideration that the great evewts of thad
eriod and the charadier of the Caar, are]
00 generally known to require illullration
of his good or bad qualities ; fome an
“clotes, which are new, will prove inter.
oftig 0 the reader. _ The violence of the
“zar cannat be excufed ; his cruelties ad
it of no palliation, ard Mr, Tooke firong |
iy remarks, that < he fometimes did taings|
\which in iy oth:r man would have paffed]
sfanity." The mind recoils
ith difgult and horsor from the following]
infhance of barbarity

Batin his tur.

ty|ful inflitutions in Moico, that which pro

{core of his unhappy ruluem. while bis baf
were getting drunk with wine
aud applanding the krncm, oF fuch fangui

nary paftime.”

T different revelutions are deferibed
and aceonuted: for with great clearnels
but it is to be regretted that the autho;
fias _not_beflowed more attention on the
gradual pmgveL: of commerce, “literature|
faves and manufaétures.  His fkeich of thel
city of Molco forins tie molt etertaining
[part of s wark, and is one of the mofi
perfedt accounts of the flate of @ metror
polisy in all its various branches, with

which we are fugnifhed by any traveller in
antient or wodern times. Among the ufe-|

vides for foundlings is entitled to particu |
lar notice. % The fonndling-boule farm]
an clegant conterpart to- the univerficy.
This benctiial Toundation ie contiuil
increafing 1n fability and ext
umftance partly owing to m: T h
well digefted plan on_ which it is frame
but_partly likewie to the. rare. £licity of
ofhaving had at its head, almotl without ex-|
ception, prude upright governors
The habitations of the faundlings, their
overfeers, teachers and nucles, the church,
the magazine, breweries, bake-hoofes andli
kitchens, bathing rooms, hofpital ward,
. compofe. altagethey 4 liule town, as
the circnmference of il thefe building
Comprifes above three verfls ; thefe fever
buildings are [obftantisl, commodious
handfome—only the diftrict on. which
ftand, at the conflurnce of the Youfa
Mofliea, is damp and marfhy.

ual difpofition s excellent ; the greatell
cieanlinefs and order every where prevail ;
due inftruction in everf thing neceary
for a burgher to know ; the utinof atten
tion and care in regard to the bealth of
the children are the {iriking charaieriftic
of the inftitotion.  The Emprefs takss|
apon et the chiefinfpecion of the found
g hofpital, and under her, Count Siev

[oviginal are bu fe

Since the firk eftab-

b Torcy st ek o SORARE EHI
murder has been detedted m Molco.
A fehoo! of trade and comme¥ce is con-

[nedted wich this eftablifliment, which owes

s foundation to the generofity of a wealtly ©
praprictor of iron mines, the tate Prokopy
Diidof. A capital of 200.000 sublcs
was'the fand which he prefented for its
endownent. In this fehool a hundved
fons’ of poor merchants are maintained,
and taughe from thewr enrliell youth the
ofinefs of the comnting hovfe and the
lavguages of Farope.  Several pierc
hotifes in Mofco have slready becn {ippi
ed with able clerks from this inftitution.™
T¢ appears that the Ruffian fage, is not
in fo colitemptible a flate, as is eneratly
thought in this comnery.  Many of ihe
nerformers at Mifeo are allowed t joflef
dillinguifhed werit, and anopon
tion is paid to_the machinery, decor
e cifult oF \hb Sederts: WVEATIledre
that the popularity of Kotzebue's w\xfm
as been Faifed to a grester height th
vent in London and Paris. The n
tramitic writers do. not however fe
be numerons.
¢ Amon

15

ihe plecés eprelentd, the
oft of the be

alitioas Srof ME Gk A8 gy
p»\rntularh the former.  The molt fayiur-
ite de the Melnih and S
which have been alrsady ineationed, are they
Nedorofl and the Brigadier, both by Vi
Wifin and Dinitrd Samofvanetch the falfe
Dinitri by Kherafkof. — This lait isa trages
dy, the ptatof which is taken from the
Kuffian Hiftory. The two picees are comon
i, nd adunirably paine he national man-

The inter|ners.

The tranfiations that have been atendd
with fuccefs at this Theatre, are, Emelia
Galoti, Mifs Sarab’ Sampfon, Mira -Van
Barnhielim, Clavigo, lkverly, Mnﬂqnnl, >
and above all the dramatic

Kotaebue, Menfchenhafs .J’ Rete; | (w- :
formed in Ergland under the title of the
Sceanger) the Papagov, the Kind der Leib,
fPaverty and Generofity, and the School of

direts the whole, an active and. liber,

oot oy o e inals o

ce, which hive hecome the favorite pie-
ces of thie MolGovite public.  Thele have



