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Foi 7aE NaTIoNAL INTELLIGENCE R,
ADPOINTMENTS BY TRE PRESIDERT.
t pears to me i the higheft de-
grec conducive to the welfure of a republ
that the people fiould be well infpr

propole. offering A few remark: wldisional

ade. on)
fome receat appointments by the Prefident.
From the tendency of error perpetually o
accumalate, and to be entholdened by
punityy it is.of great noment b the G
g Bdgralge ol vl
Ybel germ, < ¢ hut
Tire difatisfadtion’ hns anfen -from ¢
meafires of the adminiltiation  fo i

true

that the whole of ity when probed to ity
Yources, will be found to originate cither
in a fpirlt of predetermined crimination
or in the difyppointment of perlonal ambi-
gion. Yee, left fentiments, unworthy a
even thefe are, r the madk
patriotifin, feduce ane honeft mind, I wil,
Without further preface, explain the jul
bl grounds, on which, in my opinion|
Zercain remmpyals Bave been male.
*. My preceding remarks mafl have con
€ed the reader, that the thange of Maribals
qnd Attornies; which has taken pluce, was|
enjoined by principle, and thiat the public|

cod ablolutely requircd it.

Srue réﬁv)ds.v%ueh Taii about to no-
sice, will alfo appear.tohave prceeded Al
together dfrom & regmd to the rem'r;d in-
R nilyof peréina v
prejudice. - They are chiefly ¢
céttain Ravenye officers, who Lay
removed, il the cpinion of the writer, on
one or othier, or all of the Foliuwing gronnd

% on i the payment of moni
adtially reecived, or which ouzht to have

Been_ réceiveds or a fuilire to account ol

the ‘Treafury,
2. Grafs immorality of char:cler,
3. lucompetenty to dilcharge official
dutics.
4. Negligea attehtion to the dilcharge
of duties,
45 Sertled hofility and a&tive enuity

srepublican principles.
¥ 40

ie arall ot thefe charges will be found]
% apply to-this elafs of removais.”

_ How fag they ace juft grounds of remo
val will appear, if auy clucidation be re|
quiredy by the fallowing oblervations.

1. Defaleation in the paymeit of mo
artually received, or which ought to hav
beer: received ; or o failure o account 1o thel

Teasuryy &

~The cxpences of our revolutiona y frug

Te, anduhe occurrenceof fubfiquentevents,
have Twelled to a confiderable magnitude]
tie taxes impofed by the governinent. A<
¢ peopld, who pay them, cantribute then
Har thieiz awn gaod, they. have a right to de-
snand their rigid and ferupalos deyotion tof
that exclufive purpole. At all tines they
poffefs this right § but at the prefent time

yfperance.
b

eufilenies the gha

2. Gross immorality of character.
T vepublic, no man can. be refpectab
in « public, who is odious in & private,

tion. However it an inftrument vice may)

virtue is even more efential in public than
s private life. Not that it is to be difpen

here are

or deftroyed.
r

tic fhould Aimself with more correctnefsiment; though flow to anger, when once

trinfact, it follows that an additional ex-

pence is created beyond that contemplated

by Law, andthie fecurity for a faithfal and

able difcharge of duty leffened
ider our

oufed .by the remonfirances of reaion,
does not foon fubfide, ~The people do not
oon forget their opprefMors ; and M. Mik
ler has, fince that period, had the mortifi-

Leriptions. of office.
thofe of the higher order, whofe chicf du-
tics are the general faperintendance of
fubordinate ofcers, and the obtaining, in
order to communicate to Gongrefs and thel
s & =

The firlt embraces

of labourin ly agail} the
ude of public opinions s it furprifing that
in @ contelt between him and the people,
he fhould fiad himfelf cn the weaker fide ?
It is not intended by the writerof thefe
remarks, o ref the removal of Mr. Miller

fed with i either ; but that, as in-the fo.|
mery the {phere of influence and the temp|
cation to- mifconduck are greater, fo the
individuals thos fisuated, fhould podfels o
erner integrity.

Among thofe immoralities, which are

e twofl difiraceful to ourfelves, as well
s the moft pernicious to {ociety, is inteme|
Do not all meny and all pations|
i the drunkardy even in the reldtions of
ate life 1t fach a man poflefs pro-
pertyy is it not a proverb that he will foun)
lofe it 2 Would any rational being trufl
fis lifey his property, or his reputation in
che hands of fuch & mau ? Shall it then)
be expected that a nation will truft its con-|
cerns to him? - Would not the continuance
of fuch @ man iy either a polt of profit or
hotior, be 2 dishonor to the government that)
continued Lim ¢ Would it not fhew a wan-|

1 di:

e
jdu
ved,

an
ments of the cefults of particular lews,
and the manner in which they are execi

d. In the necellary difcharge of thefc
aties, a large fhare of difcretion is invol
A feledtion of the belt means. re.|
quites, in many cafes, extenfive gencral in.|
Hormatian, and laborious reflection, From|
fuch officers, therefore, to require the du-
ties of common elerks, would be to hazard{make it the duty of the Prefident to res
the great interefls of the country.  Such i
duties, of courfe, are ot expecied.
the fecond clafs embraces officers flrictl;
mindterial, who legitimatel,
or no difcretion.

have

fom thefe officers niay
rationally be expeéted a perfonal devotion
o all the dutics of office, and in many
inflarices no other than the dutics of
clerk are required to be performed.

When officers of this clafs, inftead of

on an d of charatter,

contempt for public option 2
Vet futh men bave been removed, and]
for the removal of fuch men, Mr. Jefer-
o is cenfured,
asty clunout condemns the removals,
viges, and teiumpliantly a
could Waibington oc Adams have et
ek druokards I But how thortlived is the]
trivmph L We g not. that Walhingtou|
o Aduig appointed drunkards.  We are]
that \ither of thofé geutlemen|
would kiow have commiceed fuch anj
st We furtlier believe that neither of]
chem actually did fo. But we belieye and|
know, that wieq, thas appoiuted, became!
o alter their appointmeiits. Certificates|
10 this effcét are in exiftence.
3. duc. h f

ef

their time in
attention to private or pol p
entirely diftin€t from the natue of their
office—the inevitable confequence is, that
public bulinels is otten badly exccuted, and|
Such ha-|

oo that a¢ 4 uanc cellary expence.
bits of inattention are good grounds for
remoyal.

To give an illufliating example of thefe
remarks, it is only necellary to advert
the cafe of Heury Miller, removed from
the office of Supcrvifor of P
Mr. Milier, when appointed to this office

icd in York county, where his political
influcice was underttood tobe great,
offic
i

o official dutics, pafs
Jlent inadtivity, or in an

on the forcgoing  grounds,
though moft men will fec in them an abune
dant juftification of the ac. 1F any infor-
mation, other than that which is official,
canbe relied apon, the late Supervilor of
Pennlylvania has been removed not fo
much by the ad of the Executive, whe
has given his commiffion to another, 15 by
the force of the revenue laws that vireually

delinquents—Had Mr. Miller, at the
periods, paid into_the Treafury all
monies received by him 2 Had he, at the
legal periodsy rendered bis accounts t=Una
ti) his fricnds can prove thefe fadls, they
may well be filent.

5. Settred hostility
republican principles.

Though'in a republican government eves
ty man fhould be fuffered, without oppret-
lon or reproach, to thitk as he pleafes,
and to declare what he thinks, it by ne
means follsws that all men, whatever may
be their opinions and declarations, have
equal claims to places of profit and honor.
The private individual derives no_infiu-
ence from the yovernment by which be is
proteted, whereas the puiic offcer is ine
vefted by that government often with great
influence. If this influence is employed in
depreciating republican principles, in overs
awing and perfecuting. thofe who profels
them, and in endangeri i

But, 1

Tietle

and active enmity to

urfu ts

¢_of Supervilon was held in 1798, in)
Philadelphia, and as the office, trom it

A man may be appointed 0 a particular
olice under a full impreflion of competency
to a difcharge of its dutics, and yet thel
wode in which its dutich hall be difcharged
fuay. conviuce the appointing pover of lis

Notwithitanding a want of qua-|

ificazion for « paticolar place, he may in|5
be wiell infored, and he inay bel

My vistuous,  We all of us know that
in this country the. infitetice of party has|
been fo dominant, that in many cafes the
enquiry previous to appointment, has not|
been, what are a man's talents, but what
e his politics ; wirat is the weight of his
lntereft with the people 7 Appointments,|
dictated by fuch moives, cannot be fuppo |
(ed, in all inftances, to have been made
from an unbialied regard o the qulificas
cions of individuals, Tn fome cates, cil

s brow
s for d

the right appears aflected with
vigouf. A‘gl:;id, weil founded or not, ex.
ifls, that taxes bave been needlefsly multi-
plied, apd that public treafire has been)
lhpmd!?zw Jayifhed, not to prompte the
public good, but to enrich individuals, and|
€0 increae, in g unconfitutional way, ti

yable to write
or intelligibly, have been entrufted with|
the fuperintendance of extenfive and in-|
volved accounts.

When we confider the Prefident, as we)
mutt in all 'cafes confider’ him, as anfwer.|
able for all the injury accruingto the pub-

P executive. ]
oit has undeniably operated with great ef-|

lic from the 1 iicompe-!

laud before them.
fubject it was oblerved by
the charge for clerk hiremade by Mr. Ml
ler was uncommonly great, and it was fur-
ther remarked that this probably arofe
irom the frequent abfence of M. Miller,
vho was then i York county, inftead of
being at Philidelphia.  Mr. Otis ieplied,
with great auimation, that in the prefent]

of the country clerk hire was a paltry
consideration, infinitely outweighed by the
services which the Supervisor of Fennn
aria had rendered, and was then render.
ing his country, by his absence from Phila-
delphia (the feat of office) and his patriotic|
emploments in York cottys
What thefe employments were will fully

s & sitp one,
der whofe direction the whole ncernal
verie of Pennfylvania s~ col
would feem more " thau other offices to re-
lquire the prefence of the principal.
Inthe month of June of that year, a bill
htinto the Houfe of Reprefe

Hédted, it

the public peace,
hus not a republican govermment, itfelf the
guardian of republican principles, a moral
right to difplace him? Would it not he.
accelfary to a political crime, if it did not. -
difplace him ?

1f then one individual fhall have been
adtively- engaged at New-York, and_anos
ther fhall have been equally adtive at Pea
nobfcot, in times that tried ncn's fouls,
when an_invading enemy defolated the
country, and both fhall have manifefied no
hange i their old conviétions, fhalt the

The

up-|
re-|

etermining the compenfations o]
the officers engaged in the interial revenue,|
whofe incidental expences, &c. had
oully, by the direétion of Congrels, been|
In the debate on this|

a memb

man, who penned the d=claration of Inde-
pendence, be condemned for diftrulling their
republicanifin ?
Lhefe are the grounds, it is prefumed
from the perfonal knowle ‘the writer,
n which moft, if not all, of the recent
remiovals have been made. They are
grounds which are deemed fubffantial and
conclufive.  No man, unprejudiced by
party fecling, .can confider public  monics
as fafe in the hands of a defaulter, of one
s grofily immoral, incompetent, or
negligent.

But it may be enquired, if thefe charges
lexift and can be fultained, why are they
ot officially afligned at the time of res
moval 2 To this quellion it may be repliedy*
that to affign them would be unnece(Tarily
o wound the charafler of the pesfon fe-
maved. - Were the ad of removal diftated.
by malevolent feclings to the individual

previ-|

er th

Z

tenc officer, furely we mufl unhefitatinglylappear from the exifling circumftunces offdiiplaced, fuch feelings would find their

agree that it is his duty to remove in

feck in the rentoval by the people of the lafl
himicaton: Tode i o

the people have a right to expect from theis]
e HE e e
ficers of a rigid principle of joftice, As,
therefore, the Prefident valies the good
will of his conftituents, muft his folicitudel
e to prevent, as well as to remoue, all fuch|
exilting or probable grounds of compluint,
Under (ach impreflion lie will remove men,
wh, 1s either withhold from the pul
‘monies aually colleted ; 9. or who haye,
nogleded, thro* partiality or nectigence, to
enforce’ the payment of public monies 3
3. or who, from their pafl condu®, provel
that in afeafon of temptation, when oppor-|
Sunity prefeuted, they were guilty of fuch
alts, however exampt fram them they may]
now be, under the fear of being rigidly cal-
Led to acceunt i ary 4. men who fail tol
redur at preferihed periods theiv accounts,
with i it 38 impoffible to alcertain

cales where a man’s talents are wiequal tof
the faithful difcharge of duties " atligned
him.
4. Negligent attention to. the discharge
of duties.
5 an individual, who rdertakes to
dif

t0 expedt a continy

e, who, with com-

etent talents, cither entirely negledts co
ecform, o devolves on others - the per-

formance of them. The truft which hi

country repofes

{tis'not in his clerk==It is his difcretion,|

and not the difcretion of a clerk, that
confided in. is fie

Tt is for Ais time and Ais ta.
lents, that, in general, a Tiberal compen
fition s made. If, where fuch truft i
confided and fuch comerfation allowed,
a public officer employ clerks i

fed
members ol
Alicn and fedition bills, recently paffed, had]

leral

the times.” The period of election in Penn.|
fylvania was at hand, .At this cleclion
were tabe chofen, thirteen members of thel
fe oufe of Reprefentatives, and the|
the

flate legilature,

higheft gratification in giving publicity to
his ignorance or milkondafts: Bt o fuch
vindictive paffions being indulged, it muft
be the wilh of the Exccutive rather to
foftcn than to aggravate the unpleafunt
duty, which a regard to the public interelt
alone enforces. A man may be altogether

The|

harge duties, to the pesformance o
Which he is unequal, ought not to exped
a continuance in office, fo ought not a man

is in ' the oficer hiniself

excited great indignation in Pennfylvavia

greund in that {tate, the people were fo
iffatisficd that in one day pettions againil
thofe laws from 1600 perfons were prefent
d to Congrefs. The language of thefe
is| petitions, and more efpecially the numbers|®

by which they were figned, alarmed the]
federal members,  They knew their caufef

In York county, heretofore. devoted to[U0ft for & public, who may yet be well
federalifin, and confidered as its ftrongeft|dualiicd for a private ftadon. To pre-

folclaim his_incompeten
might blatt his profpe
While, therefore, a refpeét to the public
[conftrains his removal, a regas

for the former,
in the latter—m

o him as
man recommends is being treated with

tendernefs and forbearance.

‘He whobas read the partial and empaf-

would e defperate, fhould Pennylvaniafioned Ratements of parcy, wouldy without

be loft to them.

The influence of Mr.)
Miller was relied upon to calm the agita]
tion of York, and
patched to arrclt the progrefs of popular

Hy for the]

he was immediag

ut, or
to tranfack bufinefs, which it was intendedjenemies of republicanifin, popular refent

other information, be apt to believe that
every federalifl every friend to the late ade
iniftration, had been removeds  But how
veat will be his farprife when informed,
that out of ONE HUNDRED AND
NINETY-TWO Revenue Officers,not more
ehan TEN huve been displaced j—that

dif|




