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Tne 3
CONSTITUTION
| OF TuE FxENCH COLONT OF $%. LOING

" deputies of the departinciits of the
<

ulations of pall:: it mcumnmu re-

lquired, and wi onformable to the

vatis of the r:gnhnam o8 of the 30th Veoded

waire, year 9, and of the proclamation o

the 19th Pluvoife, by the general in chict
ouiflaint Louverture.

indife

(General i Ciief of the army of S st. Do

o sy agrements, of the proprietors,

mingo, an
tane Rrvices, readered. by this
the colony, in the moft critical

e

‘towards
‘he hu[bn;dmkn uldwmkmen. and \he
L duti

ces of the revolution, and yielding to.the
wilhes of 4 rehul peole, the fna o

The
enfable to the extenfion and re-efiablifh-
c|mens of agriculture, Mal take place in St

ded to him during thef
Feriuindes of bis glonws life.
29. In future eyery governor fhall be

Colony of St. Domiogo met in

Aflembly, have decreed and laid the con-

ftitutional foupdations of a lyltew fur the
Yieiich volony of St Domingo.
VITLE I—Territary.
Axr. 1 St Doni all itsextent)

o in

g
And * Sanans, 14 “Tortue, I Gonave, lesl
and|

Cagemites, Vile-a-Vache, la Saonc,
other adjacent iflauds fon the territory of
adingle colony, which makes u part of tlc

French Empire, but which is governed by

pusticnlac laws.

B “Kle tenitory of this colony s avidd
inn depments, cicles (Asrondifi

ana parifhes.
-m) TVLE 1is0fits Inkabivants.

LB Shwu are_not permitted ux this ter-
ritory 5 fervicude is forever abolifhicd—All
anen born here, live- end die freemen and
Erenchmen.

. Every man, whatever bis colour may!
e, is eligible o all

5. There exits ‘o otber difindlion thas)

<hat of talents and virtuesy-aud wo other]
fuperiority than st which the law cou|
ders by, -the exercile of fome public office.
“The luwis the fame to all, eisher whea it
punifhcs or profects.

§ FITLE, LI—0f Religions

6. The Gatholiey Apofolic aud Roman| T
seligion, is- the oaly. one. publicly . piv-|
felled.

7. Each parifh mult maintain it religi-
ous worlbip. and its minifters. The church]
evenies are deltined for the didsharge of
tisis expence, and the Prefbyteriales; (or
priclls Houles) for the sefidence ol <lic

i

% he govermment. of the colony
figns o each paftor the Kunits of his tpirit-
vab adminiftration ; ‘and thiefe minifters can
never under any pretext, forn & Lodg i
the colany.
2 PITLE IV—Morals

9. Marniage, from its political and reli

gious fanction, tends to purify the public|

morals; thofe who  practie- the - Virtucs|
which this condicion requiresy will always|
be- ditinguithe sad peculiarly protected|

by the yovern

ID. nwom- are nn: allowed in this co-

"Y1 The cosditions and privileges of il

legicmate children fhall be determned by,

Jaws, calculated to extend and to preferve]
the focial mnm, aud to encourage wnd ce

m!nt!amﬂy s
V—Mm in Society.

15 coiniiet guaranties the li-
berty and fecurity of each individual. Nol
fled withous orders official-

one can be arrel
Iy exprefled, procceding from an oficcr 1

vha che law s givea the A of ar-

‘reltation, nor conhned,

places
fuch as are publicly «ﬁ‘nmd ianhn pur-|

Pdls. Property is facred and inviolable—
zmy ‘perfon either through themfelves,
h heir reprefentatives, fhall have

hary
[governor to take the moft efficacious mea-|
fures, to encourage and favor this augmen-|
unm\ of lands ; to fipulate a
he different interefts, infure and guaranty|
o execution of iprocal engage-|
.f.m ting from their introduction.

for five years, during which|

[hall remain in ofiice.

30. In order to infure the tranquility,|
for which the colony is indebted to the finn-
nefs, adtivity, dilatigables aeal doil: ahe
rare virtues of the geueeil. “Touiffaint Lou-|
verture, and as a pledge of -t unlimitel

R

|period if his adminiftration be faithful, he e

workmen towards the proprictors and blace
e or tbﬂrt:prefan ives.
propofes laws to the central af-
bly. wnd even thole which change the
wnﬂnumn, if enperience fhould  thow
hem 1o bepeceley. )
He,direéts and fuperintends the col-
o the difburfement, and the employ-
went of the finances of the colony, and
gives in this refpect all orders whatioever.
38 He prefents every two years to the
central aflembly, an account of the resipts
andche expences of cach depariment, the
of each year feparately.

8. The coumerce of the calony. confifs
on? in the exchange of the
id productions of its own territory, con
leqn:mly the introduction of the lame ar.
icles is and remains probibi
TITLE vxhofl.qulamn and Legis|
latige duthority.

19. The regime-of the mlouy is feteled],
by laws propofed by the governor and al
j[reed o by an affembly of the inhabitants,
Who incet 4t fixed periods in the centre of
the colony under the title of the Central
Assembly of St. Domingo

30, Nl rlative 1o the dndeenal a3
miniftration of the colony, can be promul-
gated, if it is not accompanied by this for-
inule s Thie central affembly of St. Do
niugo upan the propofition of the goveruorl
decrees the following law."

21, No lyw fhall’ be obligatory on thel
unm unnl the day of its promulgation in}

e pri laces of the departments—|
|u.- p(nmulgumn of any law muft be made
in the followiog mode,  In_the name of|p
the French colony of St. Domingo, thel
overnor decrees that the above law. hall]
B fealed, pmmhl,ultd and executed]
thughnnl the coloy
" The Central ,\nemuy of St. Do
mnl,ru is compoled of two, deputics. from|
each deparement; who.to be eligible mufl
e 30 years of age, and unit have refided|
ve yéurs it the colony,
23. Oue half of the Affembly is renew-|
ed every two years. No one can be al
member bx years. fucceflively. - The ehec
tion thall fake place in the following man|
ner: Every two years, cach of the muni-|
ipal adwiniftrations {hall name @ deputy,
on the 10th Ventofe (18t March) who
thall meet 10 days afterwards at the prin-{;
cipal places iu their refpective departiments,
when they fhall forn as many departmentall
clectora: “affemblies, each of which affem.|
blics (hall name a deputy to the Centrall
fembly.
Tho gegslation al ke place on thef
10th Ventofe, the eleventh year of the
Frengh Republic (16 March uos.) ln
calie of the death or removal of or
b orm Affembly, tll:y ]
be replaced by Fi0F

He thall alfo d&fgn:u, at the firft pe;
of renewal, tlie members of the then fitting]
Central Affembly, who fhall remain mem|
vers for the enfiiing two yearss

24. The central Affembly. votes the
Sipecion o vicasle Aoonahiba whitiownd

ropofed by tiie Governor § it expreifes its
jopinion s to the regulations propofed, o
the application of laws alseady  patt, of
the abufes to be, corrected, of the amelio-|

re frec ifpofition and adminiftration of|rations to be undertoken in all the
whatever is known to belong him. Who-{parts of the fervice of the Calony

ever hallinterfere with the exercile of this| 25, Its feffion commences every year]
ight, hall be confidered criminal towardslon the 11t Germinal (224 March) and can.

ociety and refponfible to the perfon withinot lall longer than three months. The

whofe rlfxn be hu mwrﬁmd Gove convoke it extraordinarily. |7

TEPL! igulture & Commerce. | are no\ public.

+ V4 Tha colony -Lnrlrmmuy agriculs eiving an account of thel
tural canot fuffer the leaft ingerruption to mcc\pﬁj aud exp:nm ‘which fhall be

the labours of jty planters,

430 Each plantation is & minufactory
whieh requives the union of lubanduen|
and workmen, It iy '-hko,éﬂlnqull atylum|
of an indufirious and family, of
‘which. the proprietor of the iu.l or his red
gnfmmlu, iwneceltinily the parcut.

10s Every hofbandinan and workuian iy
wmeniber of this family wnd u tharer of the
sevenuen - KEvery change of habitation on)
the part of the hafbandian draws with i
liaruln of tillages T’ veprels a Vice, ns)
futal to the colony us itds contrary o puib-
g witdery vie goseinor has mads all the're

ented by the Goyernor, the central Al
bly fhall determing the appropriationy the
uota, e dyrasion, and the mode of col
lecting taxes, and their increnle or diming.|
tion, - The accounts {kall be fummarily
printed.

TITLE, VIIL—~Government.

27, "Lhe adminiltrazion of: the govern.
ment of the colony, is confided to a Go
vernar, who correlponds with the govern,
inent of the methet country, ks to every
thmg xehutive to the interefts of the calony

e conflitution nominates s Go-
vernar the citieen Fouissant Lonserturc)

o, the Conflicution afligns mxuﬁuxy %0
this General, She ightof choofing the Gt
zen, who on the melancholy event of his
dcrelfc, ﬂull  immedintely foccec b
al fhall be,
lol:d ' fale ‘packet, which fhall be
ookl S0 by the el ATy, 4o
glel'zm:c o all the generalsofhe sy of
fervice, and "the]
commander in chief of the Departments.
General Touilfant fall take every necef:|
fury meafure of precaution, to acquaint the
central Aflembly with the place in. which)
chit importast picket full be depolited.

e Citizen, who fhall be chofen|
by Citsen Toution Louverture, to receivel
after bis death the reins of Government,
hall take before the central Alfembly an|
oath to exccute the conflitution of Saint
Domingo and to rewam faithful. to thel
French Government, and_fhall be imne-
arely “llld i s ofic : the whold

bie done in the prefence of the Gene.|
o o anmy, Wi are in utive fervice
nd the Commanders in chief of the Departs
...em.. who all and_individually, without|
lcaving the place, ihall take an oath o
ubedieuce to the new Governors
32. A month or more previous o thel
expiration of the 5 xed for the ad-
iniration of ash Gosernor be who
e in o hall_convoke  the centrall
Aoy, st meeting of the generals of
the army, Who are in attive fervice, toge-
ther with the Commanders in chief of the,
Departments, inftead of the ufual fittings|
tthe central Affembly, in order to_name,|
jointly with the members of the Affembly,
3 new Governar ot continue. i wio
is already in
35: oo hegleds of & convocation, by
the Governor. in office, 12 manifeft
frattion of the conflitution—In this calc|
e geasra bighet invank st e oldey
t rank, who fhall be in the adtive
eitics of ate Cobon sl of GHE undlc
provifionally affume the reins of govern-
iment.This gencral (hall Ammcdlatcly con-|
"lvoke the other gencrals  im fervicey thel
commanders in chicfof the department, and|
e mesbersofghe central Aflembly, who
Lare bound to obey the convocation, in|
i the

39 He {uperintends and condemns thro®
lhis comuiiionersy alt-writings defigned for
the rprel'l . this iland; he, fupprefies all

e coming from abroad, which. tend /t6.
curnlpldm morals, or to again embroil or
Ndifturb the colony ; he puilhes the authors
e Ll Ak Juch werhey according to,the.
mparmace of of the cale.

40. If the governor is informed that
there uul‘ll a confpiracy againft the tran-
quility of the colony, he
to be arrefted fuch perfons s are fufpeéled
t0 be the authors or accomplices ; and after
|aving mide them fubmiz to an extra-judi-
[cial interrogation, he caufes them totbe
wansferred (it there be oue) before a come
pescas rlopnal

. Lhe falasy of the L is i..a
o e prefent at three hundred th
francs—ius guard of bonor is at e ,..
peace of the colany.
VILE 1Ko Tribuna.
42 Nn one fhall i mmuu with the right
of the citizen to have any difpuse amicably
i by aibicers ehilzoby Bomisty
o authority fhall fulpend or pre-
v:m the execution of judgments given by
the tribunals.
44, Jultice is admjniftered in the colony
by tribunals ol the firtt demand, and tribu-
s of. appeal-—The law_determines the
organizavion of both, their numbers, their
lpowers, and the boundarics of their jurif-
diction . Thele wibunals, accordung, o
chewr degree of junidiction, take. cogui-
sunee of albaiuiloc crigminal cales.

ainlt, judginents pronouced by
e tABdas o appeal, and upon difpases
between @ pait of she mbuun and the

in-| whole.

"This tribunal dots not take Coghisance
o the grounds of controveriics, but repeals.
_\ndgmcnu given upon procedures i Which

rits have been. violated or whiich cope
taifs any exprels violation of law ; and it
returns the grounds of the controvery to
i cribusnl whih ought o 1aks, coga

zance of thes
- A

T o gl Gteramn
Cominig-

nation of a new Governor,

Incale ota vacuncy by death, removal
o atherwifeof & governon, befare th ca
piration of his office, the government fhall
. onvoke for the fame purpofes as above fta-
tcd, the generals in adkive fervice, the meni
bees of the central Affemblies; and th

oss ol e afces durig. e

d for
lioncrs of government may be umnv:hl.:
. Military delinquents ae to b tried
before {pecial wibuvalsy and by ‘Particular
forms of judgment,  Thele fpecial tribys
[nals take ‘coguizance alfo of all robberies
.nd mfu whatevery of houfe-breaking, of
I “‘m.:nﬂ , incendiarics, rupes,

n chief
34, The governor feals and promulgates

cary employments,

He s charged withthe organifation of the
ariny, of wliich he is commagder in chiet,
The armed veiels on any ftation in thel
p‘:‘;‘: of the Golony, fhall'be Inbj:&w his|
orders,

- dotermines the divifion of the terri
tory, in 4 manner the mnl! convenient to)
the interior relations

Regulating NaRIFby i o e
watch over and provide for, the inter
nd exterior kumty of the Golony,  And]
knowing thava ate of wary is @
_\erul.mun.m.my and mnuy fof the calo

the laws ; he nominates to all civil and mili- [l

Their organi-
numl belongs to xhe pvernm of thego

1 1 'LE. x.—ﬂunmp-l Mmmmmwu.
In each parifh of the colony_there

i racion. I the
ity wby,eapumhundat Gl demenda el
the municipal. adminiteation is compofed

3 1 syt o e i b o
commitlioner of the governmeut near the
mh\mu, fhall gratuitoudly fulil the dutics

of commiflioner of goverument to the mu~
‘mpn ldnmnll\u\wn Jn the.other pa-
adminilliation 3 com-

(ed nt a m)ut ud two dmpmumn,
Pﬂé the dutics of
biluies of

ay—]
hlrg!d 1o uke wvery wmealt e h; helieves
nmmry ta fupply the colouy with provi
fions of every Kind.

25. Heexercifes the genesal Police in)
the Plantations andmanufaclures, when)
e exaths the

ullied pnuloxsﬂl by thd o
w Mlur.h

bt pmu.u gl

The meubers of the municipal =%
mlml\uﬂm\l are nominated for tWo years ;
ey may be always. continuedThéis sios
mination devolves upon the governor, whoy

vation of the obligationsfl1om a lit of fixtegd ggugs prelepisd by



