1

"Censor Not Daunted by Suit-

8

/

e

THE STARS AND STRIPES: FRANCE, FRIDAY, MAY 31, 1918.

HEART SPEAKS 0UT
IN MOTHER'S LETTER

case Full of Mail
After Hours

WHAT TEXAS N[TI(_}_ROES FELT

“T Want People 10 See Your Rais-
ing in Me,” One Boy
Writes Home

To the Editor of THE STARS AND
STRIPES:

The worihy activity manifested by
“Qur Paper” that led to the sending of
a shipload of Mothers' Letlers across
the sea to the ones waiting back home
wag, it struck the writer, about the last
word amony its colleclion of worthy
stunts—oeven topping by a shade, in my
humble opinion, the orphan movement,

In my eapacity as comuander of
company of 250 men, of whom 27 are
white non-connmissioned officers and 223
are drafied Te negroes, I did my
best to rise to the occasion at the pace
vou sel. 1 plasiered pages of “Our
Paper” all over the bulletin board, talk-
ed "Molher” to the amdd hiwd the
orderly room supply wionery (en-
velopes stamped in vivid red--a viola-
tion of AR, 5! 3
cumsiance
and the C.C pas
gpection,

The results overwhelmed us. They all
did . Sslurday night and Sunday
morning every c was doin® it And
Sunday we all worked. That night my
mail orderly took i suitease full of let-
ters to the base censor headquarters,
and some unknown capiain just shuts
ting up shop pecled off his raglan and
#at him down then and there to aflix
the Great Seal of the B.S,

Al Breathe Same Spirit

But this is the thing that will inter-
est:  Did you ever consor a Ietter from
a Texas cotton-paich darky to his
mother? I w siably moved to
make pencil extracis anony-
mously, of course. They weren’t ALL
ke these: but, ne matter how high the
education of their writers had prog-
ressed, those letters all breathed the
same spirit---the spirit that makes the
American soldier, by and large, & sort
of nut that no viethm of the Prussian
ifron heel enn ever crack, much legs
erush. Mesardez:

“Mother, when 1 stop to think what
I am heve for, and of the thousands that
are here with me fighting for the same
Cause, it makes me feel big and proud
1o know thaf the gond Lord has given
me healih and ~trength 1o be one of the
nunber, And, Mother, you must think
often of your sollier hoy, and pray that
he may return to you, when our country
is at peace, just as 2{rong and healthy
as when he lef) *

That extract is verbatim-not edited
in the least by m f. N writer never
had a college cduecation,  ¥ad he been
Just fwe weeks obicr the draft would

ave cailed hime He is married,
alotnuat records show, a
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"ALL THE COMFORTS OF HOME |

EVERYONE WRITE—
G.H.0. ASKS YOU TO

One Way to Help Win War
Is Keeping in Touch
With Family

To write home frequently and regu-
lariy—that is ome of the soldier's most
important duties.

Such s the statement G.J1.Q. has just
put forward in a general order. G.ALQ.
goes into the subject thoroughly ard ex-
piicitly, having this {0 say:

“Duty to one's eouniry does not end
on the parade ground, nor ¢ven on the
battle field, but consists in doing every-
thing in onc’s power to help win the
war, To write home frequently and
regularly, to keep in constant touch
with fumily and friends, is one of the
soldior’s most important duties,
“Mothers and fathers will suffer if

12,

ing in Yran In the present large
companies, it is not passible for officers
10 write letters for thelr men, Brery
man must do it for himself.
“When no letters are received from
overseas, the greatest distre caused
to those at home. They cither feel that
Ietters ha heen written but lost en
route, or eise they imagine all sorts of
evils, such as sickne: wornds, even
death. Both are bad for the acti iii-
tant spirit. which every frue Ame
must possess il our Army is fo obiain
the real victory that all so carnestiy
desire,

“Iveryvone in the United States who
has o son or brother in the Americ

BY WAY OF
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The war of the Trojans and all the
Greek erow

Was fought for the sake of a falr lady
who

‘Went absent without leave, for weal or
for woe,

And took her permassion io Paris (o go.

AN Greeks grasped s

trench knives
And wheel toams

4 helmets and
I

fois and fell

Shipping boare
quarrels or ¥ H

Phe beauty of fleln had liunched afl
the ships.

gave no irouble with

Al cauntioned  their sweethearts that

since they must go, H

To keep home hearths heated, on ﬂ‘u‘t-i
ing go slow; i

weh warrior wis off to the batile

and strife

make the world

looking wile.

they'd never have fought if they'd

read Telen's note,

Which Just before leaving shoe hastily
wrole:

“yMenelaus just entered our once happy

home

With an overscas cap on the top of bis
domel”

Famwrax D Dowsey, Ist Lieut., AL

For

Ty safe

for 4 good

But

Class A provider. Also, he is what is
termed o 100 per cont u - he is a con-
fidential orderty anid never forgets a do-
tafl of inslruciions or routine,

Proud of His Raising

Here is anoflier:

“1 neover shall forgel what you and
papa said Lo me belfore my leaving for
Camp Travis— My boy. in all ¥our trials
do not forget to be frie 1o yvour couniry
and your CGod: aml, whatey
obey orders.” [ have beent
this—not only while hiere, but I mean (o
keep thal in my heart throushout my
life; not fhat ¥ may be praised, bul that
people may see pok and your raising in
me.””

That chap. a full-blooded, dark-skin-
ned, finc-locking megro, was an under-
grad in a southern college for negroes
when he was drafted. Like the writer
of the first ract, e is a natural lead-
er among his fellows—one of the sort
we depend on as a nuclens for good
diseipline in a command. This extract
is Hkewisc verbatim,

And here’s another bit, tirown in for
good measure~from a letter
youngster who has rambled over the
face of God’s earih and learned a few
things in the Big School, but is not &
college man:

“Mother, I am a long way away
you, but my thoughts are always
you. Bvery day is Mother's Day for me,
for I think of you by day and dream of
you at night. Don’t worry about me, for
¥ am getting along fine.”

Cood Docirine for Whole AE.F.
Pretty good doctrine for all of us of
the AEF., enlisted men or oflicers
though we may be, to “try on.” And
may I query: Was any letter to Mother,

by &

Fxpeditionary Foreces is proud of him, is
constantly thinking of him. is anxions
fo hear from him. Letters home will
bring many leliers in reply, and the
closer home ties will bave potent infla-
cace for good both in Franee and in the
United States.

“All officers should realize this faet,
and both by encouraging their men and
providing them with the proper faeili-
ties, do everything in their power to
interest them in the vital question of
writing homoe.”

{ruer in ils ring or tenderer in its senti-
ment than these three, picked at ran-
dom (rom the outgoing mail of a 250
man company? Could any one of us do
better than {o trim his sails usccording
to the second sentence of thal lasi ex-
traet?

And remember: The writers of those
lelters were our southern darkies——
many of them descendants of black
men and women brought to America in
the slave ships of the forties and the
fifties for which the beautiful Freneh
river city of Nantes was noted, Itisa
romantic circumstance thal many of
these fellows are here as Amerlean
soldiers on Fremeh soil, offering their
1ives for the country whenee, in less on-
lightened times, came those who tool
them from lheir native Africa to en-
slave them in the surgarliands of the
Jery pation to which slavery in any
form is today the most abhorrent.

The men who sanctioned my making
anonymous cxtracts from those letters
are all enlisted men in Company B, ~ewwn
Enginecrs. It must be added that every
letter that went out from this company

ihey do not hear often from sons fight- {7

-} de Guerre.

ETIQUETTE HINTS
FOR DOUGHBOYS

Questions Answered

By BRAN MASH

K3 the Major greels your punes
tilious sadute with a slap on the back
and 2 jab in the ribs and a playful ki
in the anatomy and a line like, "W
you sentry-gpdging,  Ialefor-r
good-fornothing old ske: whatnelt
can [ get you out of now?” the only
thing you c¢an do is to humor him and
pretend you like i, Once in w while a
Major with exaclly those foibles will
crop up even in the hest-regulated
Army. When he does, he means awlfully
well, and should be treasured, not
snubbed. Give him a good comebaek.

R.—No, il is not good form fo flash
Iding announcement of your
ex-best girl on himn jusi as he
g up into the lne. ITe might gel
fully peoved and actunlly o out and
kill & German, just 1o work off his spite.
And that, you know, would never, never
dis,

Y.—If your licutenani-piatoon-com-
mander passes out real cigareties
cause he's just gol a cable s
the father of twins, take the cigarvet!
and then add some tactful remark such
as “What-was they, Loot? Boys or girls
or mixed doubles? Or ain't the missus
been speeific and don't you know?”
That will put you in righi to a farey
well, and is good for a il
recommendation any day in the year.

—J{ you are invited fo take part in
a rald, accept at once. Raids are often
as interesting as surprise parties used
to be back in the States th the ex-
ception that they play kissing games
afterward when they hand out the Croix

e,

V.—No, it is rather betler taste not
to roll the bones when the Captain is
making his inspection tour. The Cap-
tain would like to roll “om, tog, and iry
1o ecateh up for that pay check and
travel commutation that's due him—but
he da i, Don’t tempt the good man.

ARTISTIC PHOTOGRAPHY

“My Portrait”
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Military and Civil
Tailors

KRIEGOK & GO

23 Rue Royale.

HOTEL
LOTTI

THE NEWEST AND
MOST COMPLETE

7 a 11 Ruc de Castiglione
i Tuileries)

PARIS

Wear
AERTEX

ALL NIGHT DETAIL
'HAS EXTRA BIG J0B

Sergeant in Charge of Burial
Party Is Still Preity
Sore

He was ordered to take five men apd
#o out intg Ne Man’s Land and bury a

dead German. e picked his quintet for
ing bit of policing, and went

thad pleas

out, expecting lo be back in about half
an hour,

The nighl wore on into morning, and
the

Hke the idea.

Abont dawn the seaniry at the sally-
port in the wire heard an “It's me—
refurning,” received the

and  let

bur!
ord,
through, di and sove.

“Say, sir

1 whole squad of ’em!

WO
ground!™

sergeant and his gang didn’t come
Their captain began to feel a bit
T'hey might have been sniped
something, and the captdin didn't

* the sergeant said in an ag-
grieved fone when, a litle later, he con-
fronted his caplain, “you told me there

s onty one ITun ont there. There was
We've been
ing all night to gel ‘em under

MOTOR MINSTRELS
PLAY FOUR NIGHTS

Show Is Advertised on Bill-
boards in True Ameri-
can Style

“Onc hundred people, 30 piece orches-
ira, and a jazz band, together with two
carloads of special scenery, gorgeous
costumes, all the newest and many
original songs.”

So read the posiers which adorned
the billboards for miles about the vicin-
ily of the Molor Transporl Repair
Shops, and they were regular billboard
posters too. The show was seheduled to
play a three-days' engagement, but pop-
ular demand necessitated a fourth por-
formance. Reports of the firsl night
circulated so {ast—perhaps due to the
faci that among {hose present were no-
ticed five tclephonetites (sergeants or
corporals, we are at a loss to know
which, but not to show our ignorance
we call them all captain)-—that on the
second evening they started arriving in
trucks, automobiles, and motorcycles
(no, no, not more telephoneites, but
members of the ALF. who were any-
where within 50 miles,)

Six days following the conception of
the idea the show was put on with the
aforementioned results, acclairffed by
all as being one of the best, if not the
best, minstrel shows they had ever at-
tended and worth two bucks a seat; but
the only charge made was “Be early”
as the S.R.0O. sign was hung out every
evening at 6:30 and the curtain did not
jrise until cight.
|

J. COQUILLOT
. BOOT MAKER .
Trench Boots, Riding Boots,
Putices and Aviators' Needs
TURNISHER TO SAUMUR,
73 Ave, des Champs-Eiyedes, PARIS.

8 ]

< DRUGII0R

REQUISITES FROM

ROBERTS ace

AMERICAN DRUGSISTS.
PARIS, 3, Rut o8 12 PAUC, PARIS:
s pumsong, BTN 294D
ARNMY, ROSPITALS, SANITARY FORMTIONS
, & CANTEERS
- SUPPLIED srSPECIAL WHOLESALERATES,
- PP iy ZITABLISNEC 1535 PRy |

'SLEATOR & CARTER
_ PARIS, 30 Avenue de I'Opera, PARIS
English & American Civil & Military Tailors

. Qlive” Drab’ Uniforms and American Insignia a Speciality

TO MEMBERS OF THE
American Expeditionary Force

€] As the foremost Military Store in Britain we
extend you hearty greetings and good wishes.

You come well-equipped, your requirements
will be small—we know that, but our welcome
- bears none of the coldness of commerce.

. @ As part of the Nation, as a cog in'the Military
" Machine, we speak our welcome.

In succession we have. formally welcomed our
Canadians, Australians and South Alfricans.

Already many of you have found the Store
—JUNIOR Army & Navy Store, just off
Piccadilly Circus, the hub of Lendon.

There isa welcome for eachi of you—and for those that follow
you—~the Store is open cven if you enly want to know the
time. We supply equipment and kit, the very best’at the
lowest possible prices, and you can obtain cvery satisfaction
by ordering by post. Your fricnds at home-can arrange to
send you parcels of comforts throngh us.

QOur Equipment Booklet gladly sent Post Free.

BRITISH SOLDIERS AS WELCOME AS EVER

: UNIOR L Zizs =]
AR STORES

NAVY hand
15 Regent St., Londen, SW. 1.

Piccadilly Circus by Tube from ceerywhere.

CELLULAR !
Underwear’

for health and comfort.
during summer campaign

1t is casily washed, very durable
and does not shrink. _In addition
0 which it 'is very inexpensive.
<h 510
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BJizo of cclise worn
AYRITE FOR AERTEX BOOKLLT.

4Robinson
& \30@\"@!’0’

had_ enclosed with it the touching
r's Day pamphlet distributed by

homeward bound om that famous ship,

M.C.AL “THE OLD MAN.

156-168 Regent St.; LONDON, W.1.
et o nd

Parls,

L. Gros, Imprimenr-Gérast, 88, Rus du Sentler,
{ i Offen of the Contin Mol 14,

Frinting Oftice of th ental “Daily

URKISM .
CIGARETTE

One is not lonely
when by himself—with
MURAD, The Turkish
Cigarette.

: s Makors of the Higho:
. nangpro W e it G



