WASHINGTON CITY—DrceMBER 3, 1805. ]
THIS DAY, at 12 o’Clock, the PRESIDEN T

the L nited States communicated, by My. CoLES, his Secretary, the

1 of
Jollrwing MESSAGE to both Houses of Congress.

0 THE SENATE AND NOVSE OF
REERESENTATIVES OF THE
ED STATES OF AMERICA.
AT a moment when the nations of Lurope
are in commotion and arming against each gther,
when those with whom we have principal finter-
course are engaged in the gencral contest; and
1 the countenance of some of them towards
our peaccable gountry threatens hat even um may
not be unaffected by What is passing o e
the a_meeting of the chresu\muvus of
the Natton in both Hobses of Congress has become
more than uigly desirables > Coming from every
se€lion of our country, they bring with them
e e
will be enabled to give a direGlion to the public af-
fairs which the will and the wisdom of the whole
will upprove and support.

Tn taking a view of the state of our country, we
in the first place notice the late_aflliction of two of
our citics under the fatal fever which in Jatter times
has o Providence
in lm sodinesa gave it an Early termination on this
ion, and lessened the number of vi€lims
\Which have usually fullen befare i it I the course
of the several visitations by this it has ap-
peared thut it is strictly local, ittt
and on the tide waters. ooly, incommunicable in
the counry either by persons nder he disease, or

whe

O cargaidites
limits of time and space give security even to our
maritime cities, during three-fourths of the year,
and to the country always.  Although from these

. yet, - to satisfy the
fears of foréign and cautions. on their
part not to be Kb plained, of Jfun teror ehohés112
mits are yet unknown tothem, I have strictly en-
joined on the officers at the head of the Customs to
certify with exact truth, for every  vessel sailing
for a foreiga.gort, the. state of health respecting
this fever which prevails at the place from which
she s Undercies) motive from characterand
duty to . 1 have no_doubt they
hive f.mhfullv cxecmul this B e el

?
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Diations duving the former war, forwhich she had
formally acknowledged  herself responsible, have
been refused to be compensated but on conditions
affeting other clims in 10 wise convected with
Vet the same practices are renewed in the

prutut war, and_ are already of great amount.
a the Mobille our commerce passing through that
river continues to be obstructed by arbitrary du-
tiesand vexatious searches. Propositions for. ad-
justing amicably the boundaries 3f Louisiana have
not been acceded to. - While, however, the right is
unseitled, we have avoided changing the state of
taking new  posts, or strengthening
ourselyes in the disputed territories, in the hope
that the other power would nor, by a contrary con-
duct, oblige us to meet their example, and endan-
ger conflicts of authority, the issue of wrhich may:
not be easily controlled.” Bat in this hope we have
now reason to lessen our confidence. Inroads have
been recently made into the territories of Orleans
and the Mississippiy our citizens have been seized
and their_property. plundered in the very parts of
the former which had been actually delivered up by
Spain, and this by the regulir officers and soldicrs
of that government. I have therclore found it ne-
ceteary ot Tength o give anlers fo our s ot

of the last vear. . Reflecting vith high satishcsion on the distin-
guished bravery displayed whe scafons permitted in the
Tate Mediterranean service, T inl it wonherdg uscful o
ragement, as well'as a just reward to make an opeaing for som
present promotion by énfurging our pesce establishment of Cap-
tains and Lieutenants,

With Tanis some misunderstandings have arisen not yet
sufficiently cxplamed but friendly discussions with their am.
bassador recently arrived, and a mutual disposition to_ do what
everis just and reasonable cannot. fail of dissipating these.  So
that we may consider our peace on that coast, generally, to be on
as sound a footing ‘as it has been at any preceding time,  Still
it will not be expedient (o withdraw immediately the whole:
of our force from that sca.

The law providing for 3 naval peace establishment fixes. the
number of frigates which shall be kept in constant service in
time of peace ; ‘and prescribes that they shall be manned by not
more than two thirds of their complement of seamen and ordinary
seamen.  Whether a frigate may be trusted to two thirds only of
her proper Complement of mex aiust defepd o the nture of the
service on which she is ordered. That may somectimes for her
salety, as well as to ensure her objedt, require her fullest com-
lement.  in_adverting to' this subjeél, Congress will perhaps
consider whether the best limitation on the Executive discretion
in this case would not be by the number of scamen which may be
smployed i the whale scrvice, ruther than by the mumber al‘;]lu.

fr han

that froniier to’ be in readiness to p
g gt 105 vepelOY ciins At AL SR e RAhE
infuture. - Other details, necessary for your full
information of the ‘state of things bétween this
country and that, shall be the subjed of another
commurication. T reviewing these injurics from
some of the belligerent powers, the moderation,
the firmness and the wisdom of the legislature will
all be called into action.  We oughtstill to hope
that time and a more correct estimate of interest
2 well ae of ehatactr, wil prodlice the futiot we
are bound to expeet.  But should any nation des
ceive itselfby filse calcuhuol\s and dmppmm that

contest,
of trying which party can do the other he most
harin. Some of these injuries may perhaps admit a
peaceable remedy. Where thitis competent itis al-
ways the most desirable.  But some of them are
of a nauré tobe met by force oy, andall of ther
moiatole Yeayor therefore’ but recommend
aall for. The

real injury has howeve om 4 pro-
pensity toidentify S this eniemic,"ant! to:call
by the same name, fevers of yery different kinds

h have been known at all times, and in all
countries, and never have  been placed . among
those deemed contagious. - Aswe advance in our
knowledge of this discase, as falls develope the
source from which lndlvxduals receive it, the Stat
athorities charged the care of the public
health, and (.ongrcu it bt the pensral cor
meree, will become able‘to regulate” with cfieét
their respeélive funtions in these departments.
The borthen of, Quarantins s felt at home as wm
asabroad; their efficacy merits examination.
though the health laws of the states - should bc
ru\.ml totieed no present revisal by Congress, et

mpierce claims that their attention beever
wiket thep

Since onr Jast meeting the aspect of our forcign
relations has considerably changed, ~Our consts
have: been infested, and “our: harbors watched by
privatearmed vesscls, some of them without
commissions, some with- llegal - commissions,
others with those of legal form, but committing.
piratical acts beyond the authority of their com-
issions, They have captured in the very en.
tranee of our harbours as well as on the high'seas,
not only the vessels of our fmnds coming to trade
with us, but our own also. They have carried.
them off under pretence of lcgll adjudication ;
butnot daring toapproacha coutt of justice, they
‘have plundered S war e by the way, i
scure places, where no evidence could arise ag
them, maltreated the crews; and o nnlllo 1

hores,

out food or covering. lpearmg
10 be unreachied by any control of Fiheir sovrrelgm,
1 fond it necessary to equip a force, to cruise
within gur own seas, to arrest all vessels of these
deseriptions found hovering on our cousts, within
the limits of the gulf stream, and to bring the
ofienders in for trial as pirates.:

“I'he syme system of hovering on our Goasts and
harbours, under colour of secking ¢nemics, has
been ulso carried on by public armed ships, 1o the
gredt annoyunce and oppression of our commerces:
New prineiples too have beea interpolated into the
law _of nations, lounded neither in justice nor the
usage or acknowledgment of nations. ~ According
to these a belligerent takesito itself a commerce
with its own enemy, which it denics toa neutral,
on the ground of its #iding that enemy in the war.
‘But reason revolts at such an inconsistency, and
the meutral Having &qual right with the belligerent
to.degide the question, the interests of our consti-
tuents, and the duty of maintaining the authority
of reason,. the only @mpire helweannst nations,
impose on us the obligation of providing an effec-
tual and determined opposition to a doctrine so in-
jurious to the rights of peaceable nations. Indeed

the confidence we ought to have in the justice of

others, still countenanaes the hope that & sounder
view of those rights will ofitseif e from every
elligerent a more Gorrect obscrvance of the

nniatinne far a <pu|emen( of

ﬁm object is to placc our sea port ool of she
danger of insult. Measures have been nlmaﬂy tiken
for furnishing them with heavy cannon for the ser-
vice of such land batteries as ‘may mnl.: a pﬂn of
their defence against armed vessels approaching

hem, T atd of hese it 1§ editable. we should
havea competent number of gun-boats, and the.

of l:rzc\,esscly 44 etbold dedien rakUswell 65 cxpme, to
be authorised to employ them of preference. ‘F'lie Jinutation sug-
gested by the number of seamen would admitasclection of vess
sels best adapted o the service.

ur Tudian neighbors are advancing, many of them whth spi-
it, and others beginning to engagé inthe pursuits of agricultare
and household manufcture. They are becoming sensible that
the earth yields subsistence with less Jabor than the forest, and
find it their interest from tie to time (0 dispose of parts-of their
surplus and waste linds for_the means of improving those they
sacupy, and ofsily cir fumilies while they are preparing
their farms. ~ Since your last session, the northern tribes have
sold ip us the lands helwu‘n the Connecticut reserve and (lu: (nr-
mer Indian boundary, and those on - the Ohio, from. the
boundary tothe rapids, and for a considerable depth joland. lhe
Chickasiws and Cherokees have sold us the country between and
adjacent to the two districts of Tenncsec, and the Crecks  the re~
sidue of their lands in the fork of Ocmalgee up to. the Ulcofuu-
hatohe. ~ The three former purchases are important, - inasmuch
as they consolidate dxs]mnedpuns of our settled country, and ren-
der their intercourse secure ; ‘and the second particularly 5o as,
B MBIt o M8 FWE8 which WorRpectiE by this time
‘ceded by the Piankeshayws, it compleats our ‘possession of the.
whole ofboth banks - of the Ohio, from its source to near it
a0t MUOR ok s in Abesely Focy bt
ver safé to ourcitizens settled and setling on its extensive was
degs 7T purehie fiom, the Creeks touhas been:for some i

the state of Geory

number to be competent imust
immediately begun, they may be in. readiness for
service at the opening ‘of the next scason, Whe-
ther it will be necessary toaugment our land forces,
wlll be dec.(!cd hy occarrences probably in: the

urse of your session. In the:mean time you will
mnsl(lrr w]lelhcr itwould not be expedient, for a
state of peace as well us of war, so to organise or
class the militia, as would enable s on any sudden
emergency, to call for the services of the younger
portions, unincumbered with the oldand those hav-
ing families. Upwards of threc handred _thousand
able bodied men, between the ages of ¢ightegn and
twenty-six years, which the last census Shews we
niay now count within . our limits, will- furnish -a

competent pumber for oficace or defence, in am
point where thiey may be wanted, and will give time
for raising regular forces afier the necessity of them
shall become cl:mm i aml the reducing o the ear-
Iy period of life ice cannot but be
desirable to cur y(»ungcr citizens, of the present
as well as future times. iussmuch: as ‘it engages to
them in more advanced age a quiet and undistarbed
xepose in the bosom of their familics. [ cannot then
but earnestly recommend to your carly considera-
tion the expediency of so madifying our militia sys-
tem as, by a separation of the more active par trom
that which is less so, we may draw_ from it, when
necessary, an efficient corps, fit for real and adlive
service, ani! to be called

Considerable provision has been made un
‘mer authoritics from Congress, of mat
construction of ships of war ofitve%

ject

for-

These materials are on hand subj
will of the legistat =

An immediate Prahxbmon of the exportation of
arms and ammunition is /50 submitied (o your de-
termination.

“Turning from these wnpleasant views of violence
and wrong, I congratulate you on the liberation of
our fclluw« itizens who were stranded on the coast
of Tripoliand made prisoners of war.

- ment bottomet! on the will of all, the life an
ty of every individual citizen become interesting to
all. In the treaty therefore which has concluded
our warfare with thatstate an amcle for the ran-

om of our citizens has been agreed to. An ope-
i by land, by a small band of o\u,paunlry-
men, and others engaged for the occasion, incon-
junétion with the troops of the Ex-Bashaw orhat
country, gallantly condu@ed by our Jate consul
Eaton, and their successful enterprise on the city

Derne, contributed doubtless to the i inipression
which produced peace, and the conclusion of this
prevented oppm‘mnmea of which the oficers
and men of our squadron destined for Tripoli,
would have‘availed themselves, to emulate the acts

g i

PEThe several treuties which hayh heen. mentiondd will be sub-
mitted to both Houses of Congress for the excrcise of their res-
pective funetions.

Depatations now on_their way to_ the seat of-government,
from various nations of Indians, inhabiting the Missouri and
other parts beyond the M.a,.s;.pp- come charged with assuran«
ces of their sutisfaction with the new relations in which they
are placed with us, “of their disposition to cultivate our_peace an
friendship, and their desire (o enter into commereial intercourse
with us. A stale of our proress in exploring the pnm:lpnl
rivers of ountry and of the iniormation. respecting them
Hitherto obrained, will be communicated so soon as we shall
receive some. rther relations which we have reason shortly to
expect.

"Ihe receiptsat the treasury during the year ending on the S0th
day of September last have exceeded the sum of chirteen mil:
Tions of dollars, which, with not quite five millions in the treaa
sury at the brgnmmg of the yeir, have cnabled us after mecting:
ther demands, to pay nearly two millions of the debt contract
oo undet WES RN treaty and_convention, upwards of
four millions. of Prmclpal of the public debt, and four mil
‘of interest. ~ These payments, with those which had been
i three years and an-half. preceding, have extinguished
ofthe funled debt marly cighteen nulfions.of principal

ongress, by their act of November 10, 1803, authorised us to
Dorrow 1,750,000 dollars towards meeting - the claims of our
citizens assumed by the convention with France. We havenot
however made use of this au cause the sum of four
millions and an half, which remained in the treasury on the same
50th day of September last, with the receipts which we may cal-
chlate on for the ensuing year, besides paying the annual sum of
eight millions of dollars, appropriatcd to the fanded debr, and

hm

riher meeting all the current demands whtGhmay be expected, will ena-

bl us 1o pay the whole sum of  three millions seven” hundred
S It Honsand ollses T bbasil - by the French convention,
and'suilleave us a surplus of nearly a million of doliars at our free
disposal.  Shouldyou.concur in the provisions ' of arms and

X 1 the aines,

y the
us wm furnish the means of doin
rst occasion. of addressing Congress since, by the
my constituents, I have entered o a second term of
tion, I embrace the opportunity to give this public as.
‘¢ that I will excrtmy best endeavors to._administer faith-
fully the Exceutive Department, and will - zealously co-operate
witiyou in any measure which may tend to secure the fiberry,
roperty, and personal safety of ou fellow-citizens, and to chi
FRNGiE e RAGHIE ook andprincsplosiof our government.
In the coursé of your session you shall receive all the aid
which Tean give for the dispateh of the public busivess, and ull
the which the in-
teieile 5t ouroun chulty S ¥ and.the confidéree reposed in us by
others, will admit acommunication.
TH : JEFFERSON,

s s

December 3d, 1805,



