

















NARRATIVE
OF THE
1 1FE, TRIAL, CONFESSION, SENTENCE OF DEATH, AND EXECUTION,
OF
TREENEHZER W. COX,
WHO WAS EXECUTED AT CHARLESTOWN, JEFFERSON COUNTY, VA.

' .August 27th, 1830,

FOR THE MURDER OF CO%L. TH: B. DUNN,
United States’ superintendent at Harpers-Ferry,
January 29th, 1830.

TO WHICH IS NOW ADDED

LB APPZAL OF DANIBL SDLEES,

ONE OF THE PARTIEB ACCUSED.

LIKEWISE,
A Melancholy Account of the
MURDER OF THOS. GRIFFIN THORNTON,
Lase sheriff of Caroline county, Va.

PERPETRATED BY

CHARLES YOUNG;

VITH THR ASTONISHING PROVIDENTIAL INCIDEN
VICTION OF THE AS

S WHICH LED 70 THE CON-

The whole interspersed with such

moml any Bchgmus Wefections

ISEABOVE THE ROCKS THE WARNING BEACON.

—
SELECTED AND COMPOSED
BY GABRIEL NOURSE.
seaaTTET
WINCHESTER :

SAMUEL H. DAVIS, PRINTEY
1830,




NARRATIVE, &c.
)

WHEN we consider the ample prmi~ion made in the Gn\l)(‘l for the res:
teration of man from Lhe lapsed state into which he has fallen—the abun-
dant means presen ted, and the many benevolent institutions established
not nn.) for the lmprovemeit of morals and the prevention of crimes ;
rescuing him from the commission and their cons sequences, by the penalty
annexed to transgressions in this life, and the awful denunciations by Jeho-
vah himself in the world tocome; and still discover so many violations af
the laws of God and man, we are constrained to adopt the energetic lan-
guage of the prophet, and to exclaim in similar expressions, “Oh, that
my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might
weep day and night for the slain” of the sons of Columbi

It may here be inquired, what are the cz auses which produ ce so much
misery, pi‘uf:dl.\ll' «Iu,r(pum 2, deprivation of liberty, and ignominous
geath? Twill endeavor to answer. They arise from omissions of suita
ble parental instruction and example, '\clscts in the methods of ec matlcq

int (Mp( rance and infidelity. 4
re parents attentive, not only to the acquired abilities, but to the mo-
"2:.1 ;imi religious ct cter of teache ""—«hd ca«‘u christian congregation

r of school
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hu~ duty woulc abl xljf‘)‘ as fear God, men of
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)
and did ‘m'h parents and teachers
the important part they have to act on the :_r
the faithful dischare vnl moral duties they will be accountable to God, ta
their country, and their own consciences: did they inculeate into theix
Opt"'n;w’ mi this all important 'rulh, long since aflectionately imparted
and impre r the wmlu':xl father of cur country, thaf
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forever—that there shall be no more crying, ving, but the owner
of the place shall, with his ownsoft hand, wipe all tears from their eyes-
that they shall have the society of seraphims, cherubims, creatures that
will dazzle their vision to behold—that there they shall meet with thow
ands and tens of thousands that have gone before all loving and holy, eve-
ry one walking in the sight of God and standing in his presence with ac
epmnc‘c forev ey shall see elders with their golden crowns and
virgins with th rps—men that by the wicked were cut in pi(,
iR, “burned in flames, eaten of beasts, drowned in se or the love they
had for the lord of this e, all well and clothed in immortality as with
1 garment. tions and represer 1 tations given to youth
and enforced 108 eternal tru demand, as the certain
rewards of s—and were they time to draw,
n all the energ he awtul eo y to represeni
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ken by parents and teachers in these important truths of the Gospel, final-
ly, if youthon the threshold of life had presented to them the inseparable
union of virtue and happiness—and the indissoluble conjunction of sinand
torment here, connected with the eternal rewards of the one, and the ne-
ver ending mizeries of the other, is it possible o many awful transactions
would take place in the human family? Let the young and those of ri-
per years under the excitement of lust, and who may be seduced to enter
the harlot’s chamber screened by the shades of the evening, or in the mid-
night hour like the first born be tempted by some fiend of” hell, to lift the
ponderousclub, or plunge the deadly weapon into the bowels of a fellow mor-
1al, either to avenge some real or imaginary wrong, or obtain his paltry
pelf, under a false impression that none will behold the lustful act or mur-
derous deed—ponder well the words of the psalmist, “If I say surely the
darkness shall cover me, even the night shall be light about me—yea the
darkness hideth not from thee, but the night shineth as the day. The
darkness and the light are both alike to thee.”

A few moments’ reflection upon our accountability as creatures, on the
natural consequence of vice,,and the unmingled joys of virtue, would
sheck impurity, and the man of blood would revolt at the dreadful abyss
into which he is about to plunge, and the lustful youth on the threshold
of sin would leap from the snare as though an encircling viper lay hissing
it his feet ready to inject the deadly poison through every lane of life—

Then let him who feels his angry passion rise,
Or eager grasp at pleasure, be assured

That true pleasure dwells not with vice and sin ;
And he who still determines to revenge,
In his own breast s the hottest hell
True joys dwell not in sinful lust or crin
But in God’s image drawn upon the heart,
‘With holy love and joy within the soul.
“From purity of thought delights will spring,
And from an humble spirit all our peace.”

But instead of this, our heart sickens at the moral waste ; scarcely do
we read a newspaper but our imagination is appalled with departed ghosts
hurried to the tribunal of heaven by the hands of the assassin. Many ef*
forts are now making to meliorate and improve society, which if brought
fo the climax of human perfection, would in this happy country make this
world with all its woes a paradise regained ; an outer court of heaven.
But alas! alas! we have only entered the threshold of reformation, and
society still presents a moral waste. See that young man who bade fair
for wealth and happiness, instead of causing to rise from the altar of his
heart, an early sacrifice of prayer and thanks iving to God, has commen
ced his libations to Bacchus, and his constitution is sinking from intempe-
rance. Butdo we behold a solitary martyr? No! society presents its
thousands posting onward to the grave with staggering limbs, faltering
tongues, and bodily frames like a shivered forest with all her foliage, by
the impetuous whirlwind driven off—excite our sympathies, and we mourn
ihe desolation.

The efforts of numerous benevolent institutions are directed to the hu-
mane attempt of plucking fellow mortals from the “ flames of a liquid hell’
Butalas! after all we have only entered the threshold of reformation—we
have but aroused the monster iniquity from his den, and made him give &
re tremendous roar to lead on the sons of Belial to wiekedness, and tempt
e saints of the Most High to tremble for the ark of the Lord, the churelt
irst born whose names are w n in H The adversary ol
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souls has only become enraged, and our best attempts to check his progress
has but provoked his wrath and inflamed his malice, and by his stately
struts, he bids defiance to the united efforts of the wise and good, the chris
tian, moralist, and the minister of the sanctuary. But for the encourage-
ment of every pious philanthropist, we may rest assured that in due time
we shall reap if we faint not. And that this great encmf’ of man who hath
either terrified or ¢ gorged all the human race” shall at length be confined
where the smoke of his torment shall ascend up for ever and ever: that he
shall no more hurt nor destroy in all the holy mountain—that the “king-
dom of the earth shall become the kingdom of the Lord and of Christ;”
that “ the tabernacle of the Lord shall be with men, and he shall dwell
with them, and they shall be his people.” And we may rest assured that
the Lord’s promises shall be performed, and his declarations accomplished
—yes, the Redeemer’s kingdom will be established ; he who pervadesim-

mensity, “who rideth upon the wings of the wind, and maketh the clouds
his chariots,”

Who all the stars, and worlds, and worlds can span,

“Universal nature holds as in his hand,

will give his son the heathen for his inheritance, and the utiermost parts
of the earth for his possession.”  The blissful period iz rolling on, bibles are
circulating, the gospel spreading, the late solitary wilderness rejoicing,
springs of living waters flowing, the once thirsty desert refreshed with the
dewsof heaven, and the parched hills watered with streams from the sanc-
tuary. Blessed be the man who gave an impulse to the first bible society;
thanks to him who instituted Sunday schools; and the rejoicing of million
plucked from the flames of liquid hell, be over the heads of those who es
tablished temperance societies. The stepping of Immanuel has recently
been seen in the north, winds have risen to refresh the panting flocks of the
valley; but lest the cool breezes should chill the opening flowers, the
balmy zephyrs from the south are fostering the tender plants, ard gentle
showers are distilling upon the parched fields of the gospel.

Let tcachers and parents not only instruct the rising generation in the
principles, but in the divinity of the gospel. Let them not only impress
apon their minds, that it is a revelation from heaven, but let them be well
versed in the evidences of its authenticity, that they may be convinced
that they have no better grounds to doubt the scriptures to be a system of
instruction for the benefit of mankind, revealed from heaven, and written
by the immediate followers of Jesus Christ as they “ were moved by the
Holy Ghost,” than they have their own existence. ~ Let them be well assu-
red that the truths of the gospel are daily manifested, and their prophecies
yearly fulfilling—that, according to their predictions, the purposes of hea-
ven are unfolding—that, concurrent with the prophecy of Daniel, the stone
cut out without hands will prevail. Such is the purity and excellence of
the gospel that it will gain ground notwithstanding the eorruptions which
have defiled the name of christianity-—the licentiousness of many of its
professors—the schisms and divisions which have so unhappily divided the
church of Christ, which may be called mountainous hindrances to the
spread of the gospel. But if the scriptures are true, (and that they are all
rh‘m;ﬁ prove) these, and every other obstruetion to the river of the watey
of life shall be swept away as with a besom of destruction. Furtherto il-
tustrate the above observations, and conclude my introductory remarks as
preparatory to the narrative and confession, one more quotation, with e
short descant, will suffice, Therefore, before I close this part of my essay
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y do goad, permit me to intn good old Zaechariah, pre-figuring wder
the name of Zerubabel, not only the re-builder of the 2d temple of Jerm
salem, hut the areat architect of the church—the Lord Jesus Christ.

“Who thou, O great mountain 2 before Zerubabel thou shalt become
a plain, and he chall bring forth the head stone thereof with shouting, ery
Agree: to the above, we have the words of
the Lord by 1 will overturn, overturn, overturn, until he come
jose right it is.” Yes, he who created the arches of heaven, and can

» firmament with his hand, will establish church on earth, and
the gates of hell shall not pre rail against it; for the Lord himself h.n de-
red it. But I wtful theme, and hasten to the nlm)m_, nar-
ative of the ), a few du.~ oo, suffered an ignominious
death a= an ator iolated laws of his country.

Egpexezer Cox Harpe 3 Jef n eounty, Va.
and from the ter cm) obtain, was born in 1808. Hig
i table th an ot herwise ; liis father being
precex ‘m(r his death
ly period, deprived ol
he good instruction of a female
U ng into a »«.H‘hml mind those prin
1y and disgrace, and
parents, it is
n his m":u‘ to virtue, his
en sufficient, no to have saved
altar of just le him a good
 society. But alas, deprived in early li
n to think themselves men,) and when the pas
pare ‘.';.l a Jnu.uv to vi 1€ of a father’s-in
ted youtly
of information;
ut opened ¢ de or 0 .1” the dan-
nt or it is a truth
ism that \lm\ml be writtenon the
s with an iron_pen and laid up forever—
1 no deed d so foul, but that the latter may lead
To lu. ‘mt(‘ his truth, I beg leave todigress while
A certain di \'”“ had the promise of the
‘h‘ provided he would commit either of three
‘. The first was to get drunk; the se-
and the third, to murder a female friend and
rery principle of humanity and consan
to commit the every Wnt'(‘r emo-
e chose the first i
God and man, viz:
He became inel 1; this r,'\:(‘m‘d t].(
nd lead to the commi [ incest, the divul-
sing of wl would be death, to avoid which he added the pn"'*\«t ation of
murder to incest and drunkenness.

Asbut little can be written, caleulated to be useful, which is the design
{ the publisher respecting the vicious eareer of this un \appy vietim, or

1t of hisunhappy assoc hall pass over many events which migh
a licentious and depraved reader, and state
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ome, and probably cvery necessary circumstancoe which T have been in-
fdrmed led-to the comm n of an act which has not only hurried him in-
fo ¢ternity in the very morning of life, and deprived the government of an
useful and enterprising officer 5 but has :1!;40 torn from a youthful wife, the
'omp'mmn of her bosom, and left her a widow, and her child an orphan—a
bereavement which has notonly caused her tomournand agonize for months
already past, but will prol bably embitter her days for years to come.

In consequence of intemperance and other loose practices, Col. Stubble-
field, the predecessor of Col. Dunn, had in the sammer of 1529, discharged
Cox 1rnm puhh( employment. After which, this mlfbrtundlo youth, in
stead of reforming and produeing evidences favorable to a reinstatement.
became more and more imprudent in his conduct, and less and less worthy
of being replaced. Hurried on in his mad career, spending his time not in
devising pl(um for future ¢ q)'m't and usefulne but in a ‘smutmg w!xh
guch che racters w ho instead of advising him to soherness and chastity, in-
flamed his passions and excited in him all the a IC( lings of our fallen
nature. These inward flames of hmrerl and rever N‘ kin l‘lmrr and fls Aming:
higher and still high the liquid hell ascended, reached ths
spat of action, and drove him, maniac like, from one falge step to another
till h¢ at ](xl}_"”l perpetratec d a tragedy of so heinous a.nature that it re

i f Sicero, or the pen of a Demosthen tably to mo

But, as the pen of the one has dropped, and the tongue of the oth.
er is silenced in the .m\t of the grave forever, permit me to raise him as
an awful beacon ; and with all the zeal and vehemence of my poor power
exhort and beseech youth tobeware of those vices which with his dying
breath, poor C rwarned them. It "mpfn\w from testimony which fol
low: is own Cn.m t‘mt havii ate «.iv ~011< ited
Col. D. for employment, and been ] uence of had.
conduct, on the 18th of January las
ted, probably, notonly by bad a ‘.\'
about 2 o’clock in 1l)<- afternoon, he e
Bunn, 41(‘?1\”:"'*( 1, either to obt
act, for which hisli tv has been fo
with a menacing voice, and with a threate
‘whether he meant to give him er \]Iuy.
tive—Cox then asked x‘n'm hiz reason f
know them already ich Cox
buck shot at Col. Dn“u. and instantly the room enveloped in smoke
1 kf an unsuspecting bird perc I.UI ulmn a spray; quick as hu'mmm flew

the leaden death, and he had only time to exclaim, O God! and cl losed hig
lips forev The shrie . Dunn, who soon came to the knowledge
of the awful catastrophe, v fficient to awaken the tenderest sympathy
in a eavage breast, and soften the feelings of a philosopher of Zeno’s sect
The corpze of Col. Dunn w ccompanied by a masonic procession, and,
intered 1n the Lutheran bu round, at Sharp Washington
county, Md., where the remains of his mother had been d¢ 'pn»norl Lwo years
before, and there both are wai iting with the slumbering dead, for the glo
rious morning of the resurrection; when the trumpet shall sound and the
dead shall arise, and when tlmmrmp'm'n shall put on incorruption, and
this mortal put on immortality, and when there shall be brought to pass,
the saying that is written, ¢ O death where is thy sting! O grave where :
y victory,” “thanks be m God who giveth us the victory through our Lord
Jesug Christ.” After the awful deed was committed, Cox retreated toa
small house over a water wheel, where he was discovered by Renben

.hv (rt"x( e of ( ol
t the atrocious
1¢ pmmnmw'xl\
I Dunn
v }nfn hu:msw( din rne nega

g him. Col. D. replied you
red a musket, Ioudul with
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Stipes, and seized by him and others. Whether Cox Was,in lig
at this time could not be ascertained from the witnesses ; but =i
at this period exhibited all the frantickness of an infuriated and mtox
ted maniac ; and his expressions were too blasphemous to comport with the
design of the compiler to be introduced into this narrative. Cox was taken,
tied on horseback, and escorted to the prison of the county jail in Charles-
town: on the way he was asked if he did not feel miserable, and replied.
“No, fond of fun,” &e.

-0

TRIAL AND CONFESSION.

The caseof Ebenezer Cox, indicted for the murder of Col. Thomas B
Dunn, late superintenderit of' the United States’ armory at Harpers-Ferry,
in his office on the 29th January last, came up for trial on Tuesday 20tk
July, in the superior court of law for Jefferson county, before the Hon. Rich-
ard E. Parker. The prosecutor for the commonwealth, Jchn E. Page, Esq.
was assisted in the examination of the witnesses by Edmund I. Lee, jun.
When the prisoner was brought to the bar, the court inquired if he had
counsel 2 he replied that John R. Cooke, Esq. would appear for him.
The prisoner was then arraigned, and notwithstanding his confession of
the crime before many persons on several occasions, pleaded not guilty to
the indictment.

The grand jury which found the bill, consisted of the following persons,
viz: BEdward Lucas, jr., foreman, Michael Hensell, John Motter, James
McMurran, Francis Gardiner, John James Frame, James Grantham, Wil-
liam C. Rurns, George Isler, Patrick Daugherty, Samuel Cameron, Tho-
mas Tawlins, William T. Washington, William Clark, Leonard Sadler,
Jamuel W. Washington, and Thomas Campbell.

Considerable time wasspent in obtaining a jury. After the venire was
oxhausted, the by-standers were summoned. In all sixty-one venire men
were called, three of whom were challenged peremptorily by the prisoner,
and forty-six were excused by the court, they having formed and express-
ed decided opinions upon the case from a previous hearing of the testimo-
ny. The following jury were eventually impanneled at about 6 o’clock,
P. M. : Frederick Rosenberger, Jacob Pultze, Thomas Bell ,Barton Camp-
bell, Jas. Glenn, John Little, Bushrod McCormick, Abraham Meshett, Sa-
muel A. Allemong, John Piles, Warner Peters and Henry Crow.

The trial then proceeded, and although the heat was excessive and al-
most overpowering, yet the court room was crowded throughout the whole
examination. Great anxiety was evinced to witness the entry and deport-
ment of the prisoner. When he appeared, every eye was upon him with
a scrutinizing gaze, yet he appeared totally unembarrassed, and answered
to the arraignment with an untrembling and audible voice.

James Stephenson testified, that on the day of the murder of Col. Dunn,
which was on the 29th of January, 1830, he was in the clerk’s office of the
superintendent at Harpers-Ferry, being a room on the floor above the office
of Col. D. Mr. Armistead Beckham, the master armorer, came in ; they
were conversing a few minutes, when they heard some one enter the low-
er office, whom they believed to be Col. Dunn, from the circumstance of

hearing him stir the fire—a practice which Col. Dunn had, when first co-
ming into the office. Shortly after, they heard a sudden and extraordina-
ry noise. Witnessdid not at that time think it the report of a gun—it was
a dull, heavy sound, asif the house were falling. Mr. Beckham exclaim-
ed, “ There’s something wrong below ! and, being more active than wit-
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1hinks Henry Coons. Witness saw the body of colonel Dunn after ks
death; the wound was large; saw the doctor put his hand into it; the ori
fice was oblique towards the heart; did not see any shot or bullets.

John A. Schaeffer, on the day of the murder of colonel Dunn, was re.
tarning to the armory a little after bell-ring (2 o'elock); was probably 12
or 13 steps from the office; heard a loud report ; saw Cox coming from the
direction of the office, and spoke to him; he appeared much terrified ; had
his arms folded 1n his cloak. Witn ww Mr. Beckham approaching the
office door, who asked what was the matter? threw open the door, and ex:
¢laimed My God! Colonel Dunn is murdered ! Ebenezer Cox has mur
dered him! Stop the murderer!” Witness went to the office door, and was
among the first to enter it ; the room was full of smoke ; saw no person in
the room except colonel Dunn, who was lying on his back on the floor, «
gun near hisleft side, a large book near; saw the wound ; it was very large;
And the flesh much torn; the eharge seemed to have entered obliquely
Col. Dunn was lying a yard or so from a chair, on which he seemed to have
been previously sitting. Witness knew Cox well, but did not know how
lie spent his time when unemployed in the armory.

William Adams was returning to the armory, after dinner, on the day
of the murder, in company with Mr. Smallwood ; stopped to converse;
: Ebenezer Cox pass with a musket on his shoulder, exposed; soon
1 a report, which he supposed to be that of a gun; turned his head
vards the bridge, to in whence it eame ; saw no one, but sood
heard Mr. Beckl im, “ Stop Cox, he has murdered Col. Dunn ¥
Did not notice Ce } i went to the office, and saw Col. D.
lying dead. Wit he white spot on the butt of the gun, saw

i gnized it to be the same which Cox had on his

f

vhen he pas
1rleton Chambers
; he

dea

shonlder

) the day of the murder, was at work in the ar
rd Col. Dunn was murdered, went to the office and saw him Iy
; proceeded after Cox between the shops, found him in a water
1eel house, le against the wall, about three feet below the street;
| assisted to take him

saw people running, and heard that Cox had shot Col
rsuit, looked intoclosets, &e. ; heard some one say, “here
several persons standing near a little house ov a water

hout going in. Witness went in, and found Cox lying
his head ; reized him, and said, * come out here, yot:
i, “ What have I done? what do you want?’ Wit

3 1€ ; come wlon Prisone:
then exe “Hurrah! Pm fond of fun!” As the ssed the house;
Mrs. Dunn was heard shrieking; prisoner cried out, “Hurrah for shave

tail! fond of fun, " &e. Cross examined.—In answer to ques-
tion about pri s did not know that he was. Wit

aw the wound j ist, it was lage, and entered obliquely.
Vhen witness tied the prisoner on the horse, to bring him to jail, he eaid to
tim, “do you not feel miserable > He replied, “no—fonnd of fun,” &c.
. Henry Bidaman lives in Maryland with Mr. Hendschy. The day be

fore the murder of Col. Dunn, Cox called upon him where he wasat play,
at school, and asked for the gun he had loaned to witness, as he (Cox}
wished to go to his grand-mother’s in Loudoun. - Witness gave him the
gun, which he loaded with a heavy charge of buck shot. Whilethe gun
was in possession of witness, it had letters upon the butt; when he saw the
gun in court, the letters appeared to have been scratched off.

Reuben
Dunn ; went

11888 YC;)I:UFL s
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George B. Beale, after the body of Col. Dunn was removed, had the
key of the superintendent’s office handed to him; he saw the coat which
Col. D. had worn that day, and observed, near the large opening which
the charge appeared to have made, a shot-hole in the coat, about half an
inch from the main wound , found a letter in the breast pocket, much broken
and bloody, and a large part of one corner defaced and taken off.

Jonathan Irvin saw Cox in his blacksmith shop almost every day;
when busy, paid but little attention to what any one said ; did not hear Cox
say any thing which attracted his notice.

Joseph Welsh was in Irvin’s shop the day of the murder of Col. Dunn;
did not hear particularly what Cox said ; thinks he would have noticed any
extraordinary expression ; Garret was not in the shop then, but was after-
wards in the yard.

Richard Williams, a magistrate of the county, was then called, to re-
cite the substance of Cox’s voluntary confession a short time after his im-
prisonment. Witness was called upon by Thomas Griggs, Esq., the com-
monwealth’s attorney, to go to the prison and receive Cox’s confession on
oath; went with Mr. G. for that purpose. Mr. Griggs informed Cox that
his confession must be entirely voluntary, and admonished him against in-
dulging the vain hope of reaping any advantage on account of the disclo-
sures he might make. Cox then made the following statement in substance :
That he went to Mr. Dunn’s office for the purpose of asking once more for
work, determined, if his request should not be granted, to shoot Mr. D.;
that on making the application, Mr. D. refused him; he then said to him,
*- So you are determined not to give me wor “T cannot give you work,”
was the reply ; whereupon, Cox says, he raised the gun and pointed it to
Mr. D’shead; Mr. D. jumped up, exclaiming, “My God!” he then dis-
oharged the gun at his breast, and left the room so full of smoke, that he
could not see whether the shot took effect or not. [ That part of his confes-
sion charging others as his accomplices, was omitted, as not necessary to the
investigation of the case then pending.]

Robert T'. Brown, clerkof the court, was called upon, and detailed a
similar confession made to him by Cox previously to making that above sta-
ted before the justice and the commonwealth’s attorney. The jailor had in-
formed Mr. B. of Cox’s wish to see him, stating that the latter wasina
“bad wa; Mr. B. therefore went to the jail at Cox’s request, who told
him he had some very bad feelings, and wished to make some disclosures.
He stated to witness that he went to Mr. Dunn’s office, and found him sit-
ting by the fire ; asked him if he meant to give him work ; Mr. D. said “no,
1 cannot;” Cox asked his reasons; “ You know themalready.” * Youare
then resolved to give me no work 2 “I am.” Cox then raised the gun,
intending to shoot Mr. D. in the head ; Mr. D. exclaimed, “ My God!” and
sprung up from his seat, as if to catch the gun, when Cox discharged it at

his breast, and instantly left the office enveloped in smoke.

Mr. Brown was also present when Cox made the confession as above
stated by Mr. Williams.

The jury then retired to their room, and in fifteen minutes, returned with
a verdict of GUILTY OF MURDER IN THE FIRST DEGREE.

On Saturday the 24th July, Cox was again led to the bar; and it hav-
ing been reported that he intended on this occasion to address the court,
an immense crowd filled the room. When it was demanded of him, by
the clerk, agreeably to the usual form, whether he had any thing to ‘say
wwhy judgment should not be rendered against him, he replied, with a calm
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and firm voice, that he had nothing to ray. Judge Parker then pronoun-
ced, in a most solemn and impressive manner, the following
SENTENCE.

Egenezer Cox: I am about to perform a very painful duty, not ren-
dered less so by the absolute certainty of your guilt. I commisserate the
unhappy situation of one so young and in some respects so gifted, not-
withstanding it is the proper, natural, inevitable consequence of your own
conduet ; and if I advert to the circumstances of your case, in terms of
severe reprehension, it is to vindicate the just sentence of the law, and
from no feeling of resentment towards you. The generous sympathies of
human nature, are rather apt to be excited in favor of, than against a fel-
low-being, who may be considered as already dead to the world ;5 and un-
der such circumstances we are too much disposed to forget the atrocity of
the offence, in anticipating the punishment of the offender. It requires
some effort to overcome this feeling, and to pronounce without reluctance,
the stern yet righteous judgment of the law.

An impartial jury of your country, have said, upon their oaths, that you
are guilty of MURDER IN THE FIRST DEGREE. Theevidence
justifying their verdict, independent of your repeated, voluntary confes-
sions, was sufficient for your conviction ; and when combined with them,
was full, conclusive, and irresistible. If has exhibited an instance of crime,
which, considering all its circumstances, and comparing the diabolical act
with the alleged motives, is almost without a parallel. It seems that ha-
ving been dismissed from employment in the armory at Harpers-Ferry, by
the predecessor of the amiable and unfortunate Mr. Dunn, you applied to
him to be reinstated; an application which for sufficient reasons was refu-
sed—that for this provocation alone, you, in concert, as you allege, with oth-
erssimilarity situated, coolly determined to revenge yourself, by taking his
life—that having failed in one attempt, you went to his office, in the open .
day, under the pretence of making a second application, armed with a mus-
ket, which you had previously loadod for the purpose—that, finding him
alone, and closing the door after you, you repeated your application for
work, and upon his telling you that he had none for you, you instantly and
barbarously, and in the hearing and almost in the presence of his family,
shot him through the body, before he had full time to rise from the chair
in which he was seated, or opportunity to make even one appeal to Hea
ven for merc This isa summary of your own free, and I fear uncon
cerned diselosures, corroborated (except as to the alleged conspiracy) by
the testimony of numerous witnes and it proves that your crime had all
the ingredients of murder in the first degree. It was wilful, deliberate,
premeditated killing, under as slight a provocation as ever instigated a hu-
man being to a similar outrage ; and the act was as daring and desperate
as it was malicious.

T'o such an act, so perpetrated, the law aflixes the penalty of DEATH
in its most ignominious form. “He who (maliciously) sheddeth man’s
blood, by man shall his blood be shed.” This i= the sentiment of all na
tions, ci ed and savage—a sentiment produced by necessity, approved
by reason, and sanctioned by the voice of Heaven itseif.

Your days are therefore numbered, and you must prepare ta die!  Since
the forms of the law have been scrupulously respected, and you have had
upon yountrial every advantage its humanity grants; since your guilt has
been rendered manifest by unexceptionable testimony, acknowledged by
yourself, and declared by the unanimous voice of twelve jurrors free from
all objection ; you have nothi more to expect or to hope from man. If
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avdon isto be obtained for such a crime as you have perpetrated, it is nat
{forn any earthly tribunal you mustseek it.  Whether by prayer and e
pentance, you may obtain it elsewhere, and thus avert the more damning
consequences of guilt, is not given to us to know. Our dim views extend
not beyond the grave, except that we are assured, the merey of God is ig
finite.  But in reference to that assurance, could 1hope to make any im
preasion upon one who has hitherto exhibited o little sensibility, I would
advise, exhort, nay, entreat you, by every affecting consideration, to em-
ploy the few days which remain to you 1n this world, in making seriou
preparation for another. It is fearful to think, that you, who are now stand-
ing before me a living man, in the pride of youth, the glow of health, and
enjoying the full consciousness of animated existence, must in so short and
certain a period cease to live; but itis still more awful, to reflect upon your
appearing in so impenitent a state before the supee of the quick and the
dead. Ibeseech you, then, to ponder upon the folly and danger of persist
ing insuch a eourse. It isnot firmness—it is desperation, proceeding from
the same principle of false pride, which, in addition to vicious company
4nd the unrestrained indulgence of unruly passions, has conducted
thropgh wicked courses to this Bas.
One other consideration I feel bound tourge. You have confessed your
iilty of the murder of Mr. Dunn; and you hs on oath, implicated
sin that horrible transaction. Thel steion which this
ited against them, seriot sets their character and
it persevered in to the last, may effectually destrc
beth. If] from own and unaccountable motive, you have accuse:l
fhem falsely, commence the preparation I s0 earnestly recommend, by au
unatoned for and unrepente
ed-of; to your other erimes; nor die with a lie in your mouth. ‘With thiy
ition, I proceed to order and adjudge,—
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And may God have mercy on your soul.
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tion in the suburbs of ‘Winchester, Frederick county, Va. about 40 yeags
ago, as well as the writer recolleets. The eriminal’s name was MeCabe
who was executed for the murder of one Johnson, perpetrated in Berkeley,
now Jefferson county, Va. Just before the cart was drove from under him,
he not only acknowledged the justice of his punishment, but expressed e
wvish that he had nine lives to forfeit as a retribution of the violated laws of
his country, when it was evident from cireumstances he was unwi“ing ta
andergo the immolation of one, and actually died, as you will find by the
gequel, with a lie in his mouth. It appears that much pains had been ta-
ken with him (as in the case of Cox), to bring him to a sense of his aw-
{ul state, if he died without making his peace with God. His conduct
previous to his execution was not marked with that wicked obduracy man-
ifested in Cox : his after apparent contrition was probably equal. He was
af the same profession, and prebably had joined the same communion to
which Cox was attached previous to his (\xccutinn,. and no doubt had given,
the priest of the sanctuary as favorable hopes of his having embraced the
ierms of the gospel. Butalas! amidst all these effusions of' seeming con-
trition, it was afterwards evident thatto prolong his life on earth, at a time
when his  days had dwindled to their shortest span,” engaged more of hig
attention, and that of his associates (notwithstanding his after declaration),
than his seeking the pardon and forgiveness of his sins, and the sanc ty
g influence of the Holy Spirit to be imparted to him. Notwithstanding
all the apparent preparations that were making for his transition from the
world of strife to that unseen shore “from whose bourn no traveller returns?
0 tell thie fate of departed ghosts, plans were laying to prevent the sufficys
ling rope fiom executing its office.

Ry '7Tis in that dread hour that the frantic soul
. Roves round the wallsof her ¢clay tencment,
3 Runs to each avenue, and shrieks for help,
" But shrieksin vain! How wishfully she looks
On-all s] leaving, now no longer t =
A litde longer might she stay to w:

Away her crimes and fit her for her passage.
But yet the foc, like a stanch murderer,

Pursues her close though eve ne of life
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clarein the presence of God, that I never thought of murdering Col. Dunu
norhad I made any threats to take his life until it was proposed to me by
Mills. Andthen goes on to state that Charles Mills met him on the canal
bank, and informed him that he and some others intended to kill Col. Dunn,
and asked him if he would not assist, when Cox expressed his reluctance,
but upon being told if he did not, and they were diseovered they would bring
him in guilty with themselves, and at the same time reminded him of an
injunction laid by Col. Duun on his brother-in-law, not to suffer him to re-
main an inmate in his family. This so excited the angry feelings-of Cox
that he consented to become an accomplice, and inquired who the parties
were? The reply was, never mind you will know,—to morrow night they
will meet in Wager’s garden about 11 o’clock; that about that hour Col
Dunn generally went into his room, and that they could kill him undisco
vered, and upon Cox’s inquiring how that could be effected was told he could
he shot through the window. Mills informed him that their plan was, o
10 be dressed in women’s clothes ; and wished to know if he could not pro-
cure, from some female acquaintance, a frock and bonnei. That evening
Cox went, and under pretence of having a party diversion, obtained those
articles, and hid them until the next night, when he went to his uncle Ma
latt’s, where he generally kept his gun, loaded it, and put it under the
-porch until night. At this time he was indecisive in his determination to
join the eonspiracy or not.  Ah! had he at this momentous erisis, big with
his'owh and the fate of others, only attended to that part of the secrad de
ealoaue contained in the 20th chapter of Exodus, “Thou shalt not kill,” he
would have revolted at the dreadful abyss into which he was about to
plunge himself; and prevented the heart-rending groans of a wife, whao
how sitteth in mournful solitude, shrouded in robes of widowhood, and
preserved to a lovely orphan the attention and caresses of a fond father.—
Ah ! had he seen the awful consequencesof the horrid plot, he would have
fed from the snare as though a viper lay hissing at his feet, ready to inject
the deadly poison through every lane of life. He would have felt as tho’
he heard a voice from heaven, saying, Plunge not the deadly dagger: draw
not the fatal trigger, “lest thou mourn at the last, when thy flesh and thy
body shall be consumed, and thy immortal soul be forever lost.” But in-
stead of receiving the admonitions of heaven, he flies to the intoxicating
olass, and freely partook of the inebriating draught te stifle his long abu-
Sed conscience, and woo from the pite of darkness, some banished ghost of
hell, toaid him in his heinous and diabolical design. After clothing him-
self in female aftire, he took the gun from under the porch and proceeded
io the garden where the conspirators were to meet according to their pre-
vious engagement. When he got to the fence he vaulted over. Mills and
"Thropp were conversing. The la inquired why he did not come soon
er; Coxreplied that hethought be I vine soon enough ; said he had been
here for some time, and expressed his surpris = had not come
Mills replied that it was time enough,—not half past eleven o’clock—
Thropp said Dunn wasstill sitting at his window, for he had passed by not
more than fifteen minutes since. Cox then asked Mills and Thropp who
the rest were, and just as he was asking them, he heard a noice, and they
made him no answer. It was Daniel Stipes and Madison Riley getting
over the fe Stipes exclaimed, Boys are you all here ?7—Cox aunswer
ed he did not know. I idno. Cox again asked who the rest were
L'hropp told him who t _and in about a minute or {wo John Don
son and John Neer j s wnd then Jacob Crowl came. Al
were dressed in women’s clothes. 1 id, Well, boys, we are all here
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x polied he could not cut wood, and bid him geod-bye, and wentou ta
(RO h\ s to see Henry Ll laman, the person he had oanul his gun to.
hy asked him to take dinner. Cox u. fivit refused ; but after LlL,UVE
sreesed, did so. r dinner he inquired where Henry Bidaman was; and
being told, went to him and asked th for the gun; and after receiving it;
toaded it with large shot in his presence. Bidaman and Cox having taken
1 together, parted, and Cox returned to the ferry, and took his gun
latt’s where he had generally keptit. Thatnight he went to Sprew
;,l.r[vr cellar, and became very drunk, after which he went to John
5, and stayed the remainder of the night, and had two or three fi
The next morning he again went to drinking, and kept on t1ll 1 o’clacl
then went to Marlatt’s to dinner. After dinner he went up stairsand got
to exccute his hellish purpo j
1, went in, and sat it n, lu
L. Dunu, he was asked

his gun, and went on to the
as he got to the door, cockec
be shut. Upon his addressing
didso. Col. Dunn was reading book,
lap. Cox then 'I"llﬂlui of Col. had any work for him. Co
Dunr ed hehad not. Cox asked him what wa, hi reason 1?2 and upon
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we will not, and that it was not we dare nof say. “The J"«im’- of all the
sarth will doright.” But nothing is more certain than that a man may
be truly sorry for his erime because of its consequences, and still be dispo
:d, if he could escape punishment, to re-commit ‘the same offence

Ifor an account of Cox’s execution the reader is re ferred to the n,ur'm\(
published by Gaeriern Novrsg, author of the “ Wages of Sin, or mw-

ex on the Life and Deathef George Swearingen,” late sheriff of Wast
n connty, Md.
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sed the crowd, in a clear tone, remarking that
‘.chumrht to be an example to all young men against the evils of di
pation and gambling, disobedience of parents, and disregard of friendly
advice. “Look at me,” gaid he, “here un brought to it bJ
ociating with reprobates. Instead of taking advice of my parent
and friends, I listened to persuasions of others. ~ When you are tempted to
sin, place your handson your | s, and think of God—let my fate bea
ning to you' all:®
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aintances, have not enabled him to trace baek, from week to weck, the
places where he was, and the manner in ®hich he was mg.wml 0 dF )
ascertain the 1).1. ticular pe riods of these very y important tra sactions? Al
though omitted in the *mzﬁ sston, he did state, as 18 well known, in one or
more of h}~ varying and contradictory narratives, “that the ¢ ]ﬂuhn,w and
snapping’ took place something like a month before the murder, and that
during the two periods he was absent on a virit to Fauquier some two or
three weeks.” Now, I appeal to any just-minded man, if it be possible
that acts like these, certainly calculated to make a powerful impre
¢ven upon the most abandoned wretch, should, in the course of the
period involved, become o r'\m)ur‘h ly obliterated from the memory as to
\uum it difficult, I»\ cor mmwn and ascociation, to ascertain their dates?
More especially, when every other little incident, including the very words
used by the pretended conspirators, the order of the snapping, the manner
of drawing lots, &c. &e.,are all #o particularly remembered and minutely
narrated. In this alternative, I can only declare, as I here do in the pre-
sence of Almighty God, my firm belief; that had the unhappy victim of
his own abandoned wickeds but dared to fix upon any one night within
the month or six weeks previous to the murder, a host of witnesses would
have rigen up to vindicate my yv.mu nce, by proving me, at the very time,
to have been bowing at the alt f God’s house—seeking earnestly, al
rhu::‘_"h at that time u ully 1h|~ pardon of my own follies and of
fences, rvt' themselves 1merous and aggravated.
After the manner u,' a fv\r “confession is headed with the following
w/cm’f dec .u.~1 on in 1tal

e of God, I/m/ I never 0
Mr. Dunn, nor m m/r l!/[]/ threats to taice his life, till it was proposed to
me by Mills. EBENEZER W. COX”

I iately below he states, that the firet mention of the \‘(‘H‘.I"lw‘ll'v]ﬂf&'(:
I 1 1 ht upon
e, which,
een gomething like a month before
ed on the 29th of January 1830

<
®
=]
] o
< s
=
=

which the snappi
as will be seen, he represented to ha
the murder. The murder was perpetr:
Col. Dunn’s appointment as supe rintendent was known some few weeks
previous to his entering upon the duties of the office, ! 'n‘h was on the lst
of August, 1829. How, then, docs this solemn declaration, (as it wer
the head of the corner of the whole fabrication,) consist with the follow-
ing affidavit of a rwp(’rtn‘.sl and unimpeachable witness, unconnected with
any of Hn accused, and in every other respect entir ‘_',' disinterested ?
¢ Jefferson county, to wit:—1, TrvorTay StEDMAN, do solemnly sweas
'Imx to the best of my knm\']rdgc and belief] some time \nl‘rll“]lnﬂv 1(
its having bee n known that the Jate Mr. Dunn was appointed superintend-
ent of the U. S. armory at Harpers-Ferry, and before he had entered upon
the duties of th( office, Ebenezer W. Cox, who lately suffered for the
murder of Mr. Dunn, being entirely sober and rational, declared to me,
that “if Mr. Dunn did not, when he became superintendent, give him
work, he would kill him.” 1 did not then belie ve he would ~ecute the
tlumt. yet was about to notify Mr. D. of it, when 1 was informed thah
#Wo other persons had already communicated the fact to him.
“«TIMOTHY STEDMAN.”
% The above affidavit was made before me, a justice of the peace fos
said county, this 4th day of October, 1830. F. BECKHAM.”
The net prominent feature in the pretended conspiracy is no less ab-

‘aord than Talse, 7T he eight alleged pssnssins are represented as meetisg
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fbrsp doing. Tam fully aware, that the foulest deeds have been perpetra
ted under the mask of religion. 1 feel confident, however, that no one ac-
quainted with my character, in time past, can, (\v! a moment, and for rea
sons other than those fiunded on the abominable x!"'p"(‘.\‘i(_\'ni' the thing, be
ve me cay «'ivi‘: of hypocrisy, as ;wwnui wnd ingenious as it is hellish.
In the first place, I subjoin’the following certificate from Mr. John A.
Schaeffer, a gentle m.m W )u se high standing oty, as well as in the
urch of which he is a membe pl wees him far above the suspicion of any
improper motives in furnishing it.

¢ At the request of N
lowing statement of fact
1829, a very extensive r
1t Harpers-T
Dunn. \l,um tw
of rel
nd e:
r meeting

mp-meeting in August,
1 oceurred in the Methodist church

A short time after rl 1€ Cs
i ,"M] "1.]'

1od

lown to the time of the murder of Col,

s became a suhjeet
. relo

vhich conti

o months before the mur M. Stipe
—and as was believed by the church, we
1ged in seeking a change of heart. There was a pray
t place, it is believed, almost every night during the time
and it is not known that there was a single one (t whic u Mr
ot present, and upon his knees, seeking the pr f the breth

es | > Methodi wireh, and ig
eople, to be a worthy and exem
known (i)t'.l)ll\!

ious convictior

neere

neces of the case, 1
ting the arch hy
vho nm‘ not injured him,
i greater

e powers of

Y ble.
I 1

e A

wndoned ; and

exhibited.-

and general ¢

nuine reformatior
oregoi facts, tog
I 'H“

with many

ar effect, and fi
are in m

time, he attended 1' > prayer meetings from two to 4
hat he does not recollect any one at which D. Stipes
I until & late hour, indic LLIA] 1 every evidence of sincere and
penitence.
Wm. Adamg, Wm. M’Coy, and Wm. Chaml
rence to the time of therevival 5t
prayer meetings ; the constancy of D.’s at
teligion ; and that he has since been received into the church.

Zachariah Games, Meshach Kirby, and Wm. D. Phelan, certify
to the same effe ct as to the l('w)vl of the revive 1l ; also, that hum six to
-IAU weeks previous to the murder of Col. Dunn, I) h, was constant in
his attendanee at the meetings—that lxo generally continued on his knees

ers, certify the
quency of the

1 vel

ndance as a sincere seeker of
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aniil & late hour of ghe night ; their confidence in the sincerity and carnesf
ness of his desire to ohtain a ¢ h ange of heart; and that he has since been
received into the v:} wrch.

I feel, sensibly, the extreme difficulty to be encount ered, in dis pmv:no
.‘ e derhnw.x. of a dying man, whatever m: ay be his ¢ haracter. Upon
this subject, however it is know n, that for a long time ]l("ﬂ“,‘ his perpetra-
tion r»l Ihv crime, he'had been, almost beyond example, re ardless of both
God and man ; that he atte 'vqwﬂ to murder an individual at
Loudour 1 cou Ir.‘ 3 ‘I,«N m :1 nt of luwm" »andonment

u mpu d to cor ave been his
subsequent professions, it was wu en, uprm llw- tr 5, tha in-np
e of a future state, believing that with Imm i beings,
tion, death was Ihe Imv of them. Yet this is the a-
imon y-1 I am now, in the be
n of |\A t and od xln"AAiHl'(

wwl

n}uhdt'u dociri
ith the brute
1 wrete
f life, to be ':»L,\ml in the extin

'.:;Aluzx
ainning

g :
nade the loathed object of abhorrence and detestation—ruined so irretriey-
ably, thate so poor and humble an individual as I am, can feel it to be

elf.

an only throw m
‘ll h\. ac ‘Ulu nces ”}Il; 1?)(‘ comm
fairly and justly—rejecting the d
in the spirit of charity, all t i
an innocent fellow-being to the r«-pm!m.
‘ Iv wracter of my pastl ind especially

worse than

In conclusio

‘?m weig 1\’ML
e, before they doom
sh murderer ! If the
i l\\‘uM

ealleged con piracy
1L, to re

oone tfo try t

inds of

> mt]u(n nnl) .1'\;1«« 1 to the ev ce to be furnish
r life and character: and thence, up to the tribunal of that
wrongs of hi t defence

1 reverence, I here solemnl

> unerring justice \\HI redre
; and upon whom, with
my entire innocence of t

+61
Respectfully,




CASE OF CHARLES YOUNG.

1 narrative of the anterior circumstances relaiive to the mrf'ui murde
petrated in June last, by Charles Young, on the body of Thomas

ner

Griffin Thornton, sheriff’ of Caroline county, Va.

1t is impossible to read the following relation without its exciting all the
finer feelings of our nature—all the tender sympathies of huma n.t\ Mr
Thornton, as it is well known, stood high in the estimation of his fellow
citizens, and enjoyed in a high degree the felic ity and comfort which flow
from the consciousness of a well-earned reputation. He was also the fa
ther of a numerous offspring, some of whom had just passed from a help
less state of infancy into riper years; and others had just launched out op
the wide theatre of sublunary cor We are all, in some measure,
sensible of the worth of a kir vident parent and useful citizen.
ity mourr hen they are deprived of such a member even
ase or the resistless call of Pravidence. O then, how
much ]11““{ r must their gorrows rise when he falls a vietim to the malice
{' a heartless, remorseless assassin! Butoh ! if such transe
itude excites within his {riends so much anguish, how inade-
nguage to express the feelings of his family—
'l‘”*[ family who !\\u.m about his heart and affections, his bosom compa
aion, and the render pledges of their mutual love. Alas! to her the loss
is aggravated beyond measure by months and years of delightful society
and exalted friendship. 1In her the lover weeps, lut' wife mourns, and all
the mother yearns. Where can she now meet with such unsuspected fide
lity, or repose such implicit confidence—where find so discreet a counsellor,
s Iinproving an example—where find a guardian so sedulously attentive
to the interest of herself and children? See how she gazes with speech-~
less drdour on the pale countenance ; his meager {'c:,uurvs; his lacerated bo-
dy! while all her roft passions throb, and her soul bleeds with the most
beart-rending sighs. She remembers, perhaps, Young’s menacing voiee
’>]n r husband in the morning, and now, alas! che is awakened to a full
eality of its truth by beholdin g his gorged and mangled body ; his wounds
bleml afresh, and although they POOF; poc, humble mouths,” they cry
aloud, like the blood of Abel, for the retribution of heaven, “He that shed-
deth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be requirec Alas ! little did she
think, a few hours be ore, when the partner of her heart was bidding her
adieu, that before the setti ng sun his lips would be sealed in silence, and
hl\e}e ids closed forever. ,.md“r-nmn- we must leave thee, though steep-
ed in sorrow and shrouded in habiliments of woe. Go, like ’\hl),to the
grave, and weep there ; but be reminded of your own mortality, and mourn
Mot as those without hup& “For if we believe that Jesns Christ died and
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THE MURDER.

1 shall now relate a circumstance, which, from the best information §
canobtain, took place anterior to the murder of Mr. Thornton, that so pro
voked the epirit of revenge in Young, tha nmhum‘hm blood could satiate

\I ~—a poor remuneration for insults or even Wrongs.

Tor he who s
In his own bre

Il determines on revenge,
ast creates the hottest hell,
But in the case before us it appears there was no proveeation given, ﬁu
‘{her than arose from Mr. 'Thornton’s dirmmn'»m‘ an official (]ut\ as ehe-
iifl' of the county. He informed Young that if a de >bt, for which judgment
had oeen ob l'ﬁ'ml against him, was not paid by Juh court, he weald be
ander the painful necessity of executing his property ; when Yo Ung was
heard to say, in a menacing tone, “He never should.” My informant
ihinks other alarming threats were at the same time made, but not distingt
ly heard. A few weeks afterwards two alarming reports of a gun were
heard, and the dead body of Mr. Thornton found by Mr. Lawrence in the
direction of the noise, and some distance from him his horse, which, aftex
leing shot in the hip, had died no’ far from the corpse. Mr. Thorntoix
had been shot at different times, and wounded in several parts of his bodys
and my informant adds that it was the impression of persons in the neigh
nmhmd that other ste pe had been taken b'» the assassin to extinguish from
tadel the last spark of 1 e, as there were strong appearances of
i cm\n having been so
produce trang rulation.
overy of this awful murder, Mr. Lawrence went to Young’s
and informed him Mr. Thornton had been murdered, with the seve:
ral circumnstances attending it, and of his horse lnf'j!!g killed, and 1'c(1\:(::<t('d
bim to go and remain by the body, wlile he gave the a through the
m’uuhhm hood. To this reasonable req Juest Y um-u objected, probably lest
lie should betray, by some pertubation of mind, that he was the murderer,
Very early next morning (Sunday) Young went to Frederickshurg ()1:.
his arrival, he was ed the usual ques ‘What-was the news in I
neighborhood ? to which he replied, Notl iing : and upon the mail carri
immediately bringing the awful ':(wzun* of the murder of Thornton, the
inquirer ¢ \]vIL‘ ssed his > at Young’s ignorance of the tragical event
l!w corpiler has not l‘nunm what was Y oung’s reply ; but it was indi-
cative of his omething omincus hung upon his brow. On the
s went to Young's liouse, and were informed that
le I n the morning to Frederi The clothes he
bad on day before were asked for. They had been hastily
stains of bloc e still on them, and a 1 iece of old cloth quilt was like~
{ onding with the w g of the gun seen: near the
hese strong circu haps others, led to his
) on, condemnation, 1 finally to the lastir
fation of his hfe on the i
faws of his co
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juan eye saw the flash of your musket, when fired the first nme; no human
eye, save only that of the disabled, and, perhap, imploring victim of your
hostility, witnessed the second discha xg(,ul the fatal weapon. And- thougl
tavo of your nmyuhms, at the distance of a mile, heard the loud report of
your gun. twice-told, and were startled at the unusual sounds, they could
netand did not know, till afterwards, that they issued {rom a source g0 dead
ly. There was no positive evidence against you, yet you are convicted !
convicted without hesitation! And I, in common with the jury, do now d
declare that I am as perfectly assured of your guilt, as if it had been pror
ved to me I»} creditable witnesses, who had seen the deed. Little did you
auppose that a rag of quilted cloth, less than two inches square, 1d
the road, within thirty yards of the body of the munll‘"u man, wWou
have furniched a clue ‘tothe discovery of his assassin! Little did you sup
pose that a fact so trivial would bring to light other numerous eircumsts
tending irresistibly to a conviction of your guilt. But sueh are the m
terious workings of Providence. So diffic u[[ &0 almost impo , does it
seem that the most secret erime can be committed without luwmg SOme
vestige by which detection will ensue.

The circamstances of this case prove, without a doubt, rh(.( you
mtrderer of Thornton—that you waylaid him—that you placed ¥oO
Behind a covert, where you could see him riding up; yourself conceale
from him; that after he had passed you, with your r musket loaded with buck
shot, you fired—that you killed the horse and disabled the rider, one of the
tatal shot having strack his hip and another near hisspine. Did not the
groans and the agony of the dying animal (h».um\mﬂ Did not
trate cor n of the wounded man move you ? “Oh, no!—
ately re-lo your musket, but with smaller shot. * There he
n that situation, by his look or his words, imj
1‘11 he not entreat you to permit him once mxc
hildren? You had no mercy. In a few minutes
fired at him—the fatal shot entered his side and his forehead. He lay
rorpse before you.

And what are the eonsequences
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¥rom time fm‘.'ar[‘, endeavor tomake your peace with God ; look
to himaas your only friend ; repent, seriously repent, of this Ionstrous crimes
importune him for pardon of your sins, and ask forgiveness for your inigui-
ties:

And it now becomes my sad duty to pronounce the solemn sentence of the
law.” The judgment of the ceurt is, that you be returned to the jail from
whence you came ; that you remain there till the day of execution—thats
on Friday the 26th day of November next, you be carried to the gallows
and that l\vtv reen the hours of 9 o’cloek in the morning and 3 in the after~
; you be hung by the neckuntil you are DEAD !—Ayd
¢ e miercy on your soul, pardon and forgive you!

— Q@

THE EXECUTION.

. The following account of the ezecution is given in a letter to the editor of the Freti~
;_;iuk-hurg‘ Arena, dated Bowling Green, Nov, 27, 1830.
the awlul senfence of death was cayried inte effect on Caarres YouNe,
convicted, at the Qctober term of our supérior court, of the murder of Tuonas G.
‘Tanonurow, Ksq. A lurge concourse of perséns, trom this and some of the adjoi

ng countics,

mbled o witness the dreadful scene. Some were liere before da

break, ght o’clock until twelve. The number, in. 3
- , was estimated at from 2000 to 3000, lmc having been a pre<

po m(mux\ for a sermon, on the oceasion, by Doct. Do , of your place, ma~ :
to his discourse—he having uhl ained celebrity in
1 ar coart house was selected !n,n him to preachin; it

1 to overflowing, snd the yard filled, for some 20 or 30 steps a~ ”

vound, with'persons, mani g eagerness to listen to the sermon. About a gnarter
before twelve, the prison er, aten ded by a guard of eight or ten persons, was brought
gut of jail, and co: ted inte the pnswq s box in the court house, to listen to the
sermon.. As he w ‘rom the jail to the eourt house, the press of the erowd was
¢ sting considerable eagerness to get alook at him. Hisstep
undaunted. ‘There was nothing hike cortrition in his
> same composnre which you avitnessed during the whole pros
1':L L.Hv\’l was so great, that I could not g ough to heas
sermon, except its conclusi the doctor
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Was taken from thie pocket of the unfortunate Thorptop, was a favorite time-}
%nd that the family would be gratified by any information, which weu
covery. He made no reply ! - About this time, 1 saw the sheriff prep
cord. Timmediately left the ground, but was informed that m.ﬂ ing v
{vomx the ill-futed being, before he was cxecuted—which took pl
1 g'clock, P. M. He has neyer murh any Muul confessio

evey denied it. )
gailt, s0 a8 to have ‘e(t uo dmlu npun their minds, that he nitted the mur
understand, that a paper wes picked up in the jail, o he was brought out, ipan
twhich Lie b id, no n.mm commenced writiog & confeesion, bat either bad-not eourapt
o disclose the \\m‘ucu];.x"; of so barbarous a mun!u, P was so feequenty intertug
el that he could not proceed with it. I understand, he wrote upon this pie€e of pa-
ger, us follows: ¢ I Charles Young, deing about to be executed, dv coifess o

Yafore Gaod and man,”—and here he stopped.

“Both of the deputy sheriffs, who were qualified for tho special purpose of summon-
g the venive to try the prisoner, velused peremptorily (o exceule the sentence; a

it devolved, us a mutter of course, upon the regular deputy officiating in the dis

in which Young resided.” This genteman was anesr relative of Me. Thornton. This,
it was hoped, would hiave beeu avoided, as it was supposed it wight not have go favor-

blean appenrance or effect for a near relation to be unnptllul thys' lo act. Aud i}
i but an aet of J\ls‘ln‘ to that gen lemean (o state that his conduct, off this t 3 ibg ecea-

, was firm, dignified, h'lm.ne aud in evesy way worthy of the Lighest praise. His
{relings, as u newr r lative of the murdered individual, seemed to have been suik in
his duties as an officer, and all his arrangements an t;f' oceasion seem to have given
y general satistuetion.
The editor of the Arena adds:

In addition to the above, we learn that the mportmcnl of the immense crowd st
stbled on the oceasion was highly commendable.  No indecent exaltation was my
uifested, end uot a drunken man seen on the ground. The far greater pact of the
"luHaKe dispersed immedintely after the exccution. We resord these facts, highly
lionorable to the county of Caroline, with great pleasuve.  ‘I'he body, after ha sing
about 25 miautes, was cut down and m.neud to Lis son, by whom it was conveyeds
for interment, to the late residence of the des

-~
ation «hu' 1d be improved to our moral advantage ; and the
ve surely is calculated to humble hoth the co n\]u']x‘-r and
and let us not only be humble but thankful to the Almighty
that some kind providence has preserved us from the commission of the like
urime or some other offence equally hemuu\ in the sight of God, if net in
thie opinion of mam. as that })“!I(llultt! by the tinhay Py ﬁ oung who has
ust forfeited his [ife to the violated laws of his ¢ “or who ma
\\ e are all by nature the \ull\u(l‘(n wrath even asc-
ame predisposition in every man 1o transg
eaven, and steep his soul in guilt and migery.. The }1"11.1 iple
is-within. "The poigonous seed, though late :nt, lieth inthe heart; and the
ayil root of p on, covetousne {laseiv i Wil 'mm.w‘
and if' not mortified and subdued by > g " God, will ve
| finally proc 3
{ n to the ﬂuul
not-le ~l






















