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INTRODUCTION.

P G gk b 5 S R

An abridgment of the biftory of the emperors of In-
DOSTAN, from TAMERLANE in 1738, to bis defcen-
dant ManomeD Suan in 1930. The power of
Nizam aL Muruck, viceroy of the DECKAN
with remarks on the inhabitants, the title of
Soubahdar, and the authority of the Nabobs under
bim. The conqueft of INposTAN, by Napir
SuaH, in 1738 5 and the declenfion of the GREAT
Mocuv’s power. Of the CarnaTic, and its Na-
bobs, fromSupET ALLEECAWN i 1752, f0 ANA-
vERDY CAWN 7 1743. The attacks made by the
Nabobs oz the GEnTOO princes, till the invafion
of the MORATTOES i 1740 : account of thefe in-
vaders 5 their conquefts and devaftation in the Car-
natic and Trichinopli: their expulfion by Nizam
AL MuLvck ; and bis appointment of ANAVERDY
Cawn f0 be Nabob of the CARNATIC, in 1744 ;
awhich gave rife to the WAR in IND1A between the
ExcrisH and FRENCH.

HE Mahometan princes had eftablithed them-
felves in feveral parts of India, long before
Tamerlane, the Tartar prinee of Samarcand, pene-
trated there in 1398, when he dethroned the Sultan
Mahmoud, and left the empire of Indoftan to his
own pofterity. Tamerlane diedin 1404, and his def-
cendants ereCted the new Dynafty of Mahometan
eMPErors,
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emperors, called the Great Moguls, one of whom,
named Shah Gehan, was depofed by his fon Au-
rengzebe, and died in 1666. Aurengzebe main-
tained himfelf in the throne near fifty years, con-
quered many provinces, and died in 1707. He
was fucceeded by his fon Bahadar Shah, and the
blood of Tamerlane continued to be held in too
great veneration thréughout the empire, to permit
any others than his defcendants to entertain the
thoughts of afcending the throne with impunity :
but fome of them only accomplithed the ceremony
of being placed on the throne of Delli, to entitle
them to be ranked in the lift of its monarchs. By
that dependence to the great men of the empire, to
which their contefts for the crown had reduced the
defcendants of Aurengzebe, the emperors eletted,
although defpotic with the multitude, alcended the
throne in bonds, and were in reality only the {laves
of their minifters, who ruled the empire as they
pleafed ; while the people faw the glare of a fove-
reign, whofe commands extended no farther than
among the women of his feraglio. Thefe mini-
{ters depofed and murdered Furruckfhir in 17193
after which, they placed on the throne his coufin-
german Raffeih Al Dirjat, whom they alfo mur-
dered, after he had reigned only three months.
His brother Raffeih Al Dowlet was the fucceflor ;
but died foon after, and it is fulpected he was poi-
foned. This paved the way for Mahomed Shah *
to the imperial dignity. He was fon of Jehan Shah,
one of the three princes who perithed in contending
for the crown with their brother Jehandar Shah;
fo that a fon of each of thefe three unfortunate
princes became emperor only to be as unfortunate
as his father ; but the greateft humiliation, if not

#* Qpr Shah Hamet,
the
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the moft tragical exit, was referved for Mahomed
Shah, the great-grandfon of Aurengzebe,

Ar this time, in 1730, the government of the
Deckan was invefted in the viceroy Nizam Al
Muluck, who was bred under the eye of Aureng-
zebe, and without rebellion had rendered himfelf
almoft independent of the emperor, though a
fourth part of the empire was under his jurifdic-
tion; having feven large territories, extending from
Balafore to Cape Comorin, to which he had the
indubitable right of nominating feven Nabobs, or
governors of provinces. Befides, in all parts of
India, there are ftill extenfive diftri¢ts which have
preferved ;5 with the Gentoo religion, the old form
of government under Indian kings, called Rajah’s:
fuch are Maiffore*, whofe capital is Seringapatnam ;
and Tanjore +, whofe capital is of the fame name,
There are alfo, among the woods and mountainous
parts of the country, feveral petty princes or heads
of clans, diftinguithed by the name of Polygars.
Thefe are all tributary to the Nabobs, and thofe to
the viceroys, whofe capital is Aurengabad in the
kingdom of Golconda.

Tae fundamental laws of the government were,
to acknowledge the Grand Mogul for firft fove-
reign; the governor-general of the Deckan for his
reprefentative in that country; and the particular
governors appointed by that viceroy, as holding
their authority from him. Thefe princes are by
coftom proud, and have a contempt for other na-
tions. They are generally called Moors, as are all
the governing people of India: but it is a great im-
propriety to call thefe Mahometan ufurpers by that
name; and yet, as the writers of all nations have
given them that appellation, it would now be a

* Or Myfore. + Or Tanjaour.
B2 greater
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greater impropriety to deviate from  that ufage.
Their attachment is fo ftri€t to ancient mannets,
that they never change their modes of life or fathions.
There is no charaéter thefe Afiatic princes are {o
fond of as that of a warrior ;3 and, as they have no
other notion of government, they have been con-
tinually at war with one another. They talk in a
high ftrain of their paflion for military glory; and
as the word Zing, in their language, fignifies a
foldier, it appears, by the frequency of that termi-
nation to molt of their Nabobs, how generally they
affect the honor of that title.

However, it has been obferved, that all the
Mahometans eftablithed in India acquire, in the
third generation, the indolence and pufillanimity of
the original inhabitants, and at the fame time a
cruelty of charaéter to which the Indians are at pre-
fent happily ftrangers. Hence we are almoft in-
duced to give affent to the opinion, - that the prohi-
bition of fhedding blood of any kind, inculcated
by the Indian religion, was a political inflitution,
wifely calculated to change into gentler manners
the fanguinary difpofition, which is faid to have
charaéerifed all the inhabitants of Indoftan, before
the religion of Brama was introduced among them.

Tue Deckan*, is fo called from its fouthern
fitwation 3 and the word Soubah fignifies a province;
fo that the viceroy of this territory is called Sou-
bahdar, and by Europeans, improperly, Soubah:
The Moorith governors, dependent on the Soubah-
dar, affume the title of Nabob+, which fignifies
deputy, who ought to hold his commiffion from
Delli ; and if at his death a fucceffor has not been
previcufly appointed by the Great Mogul, the
Soubahdar has the right of nominating a perfon to

2Ot Decan. 4+ Or Navab.
adminifter
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adminifter the nabobfhip until the will of the fo-
vereign is known: but a Nabob thus appointed is
not deemed authentically eftablifhed until he is con-
firmed from Delli. The Soubahdar receives from
the feveral Nabobs the annual revenues of the
crown, and remits them to the treafury of the em-
pire. The Nabobs are obliged to accompany him
in all military expeditions within the extent of his
viceroyalty ; but not in any without that extent.
Thefe regulations were intended to place them in
fuch a ftate of dependence on the Soubahdar, as
hould render them fubfervient to the interefts of
the empire 5 and at the fame time leave them fuch
independence, as to render it difficult for the Sou-
bahdar to make ufe of them to difturb the thrope.

Amonc other inftances of contempt with which
the majefty of the emperor was treated of late
years, the governors of provinces not only counter-
feited letters, orders, and patents from the court
of Delli; but even hired men to act the part of
officers invefted by the Great Mogul, with power
to confer with them on the affairs of their govern-
ment. Thefe minifterial impoftors were pompoufly
received in the capital, where the Viceroy or Na-
bob humbled himfelf before the pretended repre-
{entative, who delivered in public his credentials,
and the fititious orders he had been inftructed to
enforce. Thefe meafures were praétifed to appeafe
the minds of the people, who ftill retained fo much
veneration for the blood of Tamerlane, that a
viceroy always thought it neceflary to create an
opinion among them, that he was a favorite of the
emperor, even if he was in arms againft his au-
thority.

I mave mentioned this, to thew the power with
which Nizam Al Muluck was invefted in the year
1738, when he was no lefs than ninety-four years

B3 of
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of age, fo that he was in the prime of life at the
death of Aurengzebe. His eldeft fon, Gauzedy
Cawn, was bucthee, or paymafter-general, the fe-
cond man in power, next to the Vizir, in this
mighty empire.

TuEe removal of two dangerous enemies to the
throne, placed Mahomed Shah in pofieflion of it,
with a {fecurity unknown to his precedeflors fince
the reign of Aurengzebe ; but his greatefl danger
lay in this fecurity. He was weak, fenfual, indo-
lent, and irrefolute conferring greater power on
his own favorites, than had been affumed by for~
mer minifters. Thofe favorites offended Nizam Al
Muluck, who loudly cenfured their adminiftration :
but as he was {o far advanced in years, he thought
himfelf unable to bring about a neceflary reforma-
tion ; or pretending that there could be no other re-
medy in fuch delperate evils than a total revolu-
tion of the empire, he fent to Nadir Shah, com-
monly called Thamas Kouli Khan, who had ufurped
the throne of Perfia, and advifed him to come and
take pofieflion of that of Indoftan. The confe-
quence was this, his advice was eagerly purfued,
and the brave ambitious Perfian eafily dethroned the
timid diffolute Mogul.

Tre fatal hour approached, in which a Perfian
adventurer was to have it in his power to exrer-
‘minate the race of Tamerlane, and annex the richeft
empire of the world to his own. Nadir Shah en-
tered India from Kandahar in the beginning of the
year 1738; and a flight battle decided the fate of
the Great Mogul, who laid his regzlia at the foot
of the conqueror, faw his capital plundered, and a
hundred thoufand of its inhabitants maffacred.

IT was imagined, that after fo ealy a conqueft,
Nadir Shah would have declared himfelf fovereign
of the empire, and have detached fome of his Per-
fian generals as viceroys over the diftant provinces,

where
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where they would have raifed great contributions
from the natives, and obliged the European fettle-
ments to pay largely for their liberty of trade, and
the confirmation of thofe privileges, which they had
obtained of the former lords and governors of thofe
countries. But the conquerar only referved to him-
fIf fome of the weftern provinces, and reftored all
the rett to the unhappy Mogul, whom he formally
reinftated in the throne of his anceftors. Nadir
Shah then returned to Perfia at the end of the
year 1739, with an immenfe treafure. Generous
to an avowed enemy, he was foon after maflacred
by his pretended friends. The effe&ts of his con-
queft were not felt till fome years after in the fou-
thern provinces, and were then of a different kind
from what was at firft apprehended. ‘The conilti-
tution of the Mogul empire began to lofe its vigor
immediately after the death of Aurengzebe, the
ableft monarch that ever reigned over Indoftan:
but fince the dreadful incurfion of the Perfians, it
has declined fo much, that Soubahdars have main-
tained themfelves in their governments againft the
will of the fovereign, and have appointed Nabobs
under them with as little regard to his authority.
Nabobs have alfo kept pofleflion of their go-
vernments, in oppofition both to the Soubahdar and
the Mogul : but what is more extraordinary, in the
offices of a defpotic ftate, both Soubahdars and
Nabobs have appointed their fucceffors, who have
frequently fucceeded with as little oppofition, as if
they had’ been the heirs apparent of an hereditary
dominion.

Tue Carnatic, or province of Arcot, is one of
the moft confiderable governments dependent on
the Soubahdar of the Deckan, and comprehends
the principal fettlements of the Europeans, Madrafs
and Pondicherry, as alfo the capital city called
Arcot, It was not before the beginning of the

B 4 prefent
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prefent century, that this province was entirely re

duced by the Moors : but its limits now are greatly
inferior to thofe which bounded the ancient Carna-
tic ; for the Nabobs of Arcot have never extended
their authority beyond the river Gondegama to the
north ; the great chain of mountains to the weft ;
and the borders of the kingdoms of Trichinopoli *,
Tanjore, and Maiffore to the fouth ; the fea bounds
it to the eaft. ‘

SupeT ALLEECawnt was aregular and acknow-
ledged Nabob of the Carnatic, and governed that
province from the year 1710 to 1732, when he
died. As he had no iffue, he adopted the two fons
of his brother ; appointing the elder, Deuft Allee
Cawn I, to fucceed in the nabobfhip ; and confer-
ring the government of Velore on the younger, who
was named Boker Allee Cawn. He alfo direéted
that Gulam Haflein, the nephew of his favorite
wife, thould be Duan, or prime minifter, to his
fucceffor. The difpofitions he had made were ful-
filled without oppofition or difficulty : but the Sou-
bahdar, Nizam Al Muluck, beheld the fucceffion
of the new Nabob with averfion, fince it took effect
without that deference to his authority, which he
was determined to eftablith throughout all the go-
vernments under his jurifdiction.

DeustALLee Cawn marriedone of his daughters
to Chunda Saib§, a man of no family nor riches;
but endowed by nature with talents, and a capacity,
that made ample amends for what fortune had de-
nied him, This lord gave his own daughter, by a
former wife, in marriage to Gulam Haffein, who
was incapable of adminiftring the office of Duan,

* Or Tritchanopoly ; ~fometimes called Trichenapaly.
+ By fome called Sadatulla. 1 Or Daouft Aly Kan,
§ Sometimes called Chunda-Saheb, and Sander-Saheb.
which
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which was therefore conferred upon his father-
in-law.

Tue kingdoms of Trichinopoli, Tanjore, Ma-
dura, Maiffore, and Marava were governed by
Gentoo princes, fubjected to pay 2 yearly tribute to
the Mogul ; which was not punctually performed 5
and the. new Nabob laid hold of this circumftance
" to make war upon them, and obtain, their domi-
nions for his own family. He affembled a nu-
merous army, confifting of about thirty thoufand
horfe, with a proportionable number of foot, the
command of which he gave to his eldeft fon Sub-
der Allee * and Chunda Saib, who began their war-
like operations by advancing towards the territories
of Trichinopoli : but to prevent fufpicions, the
collec@ion of the tribute was given out as the only
intention of the expedition, and the army was or-
dered to move leifurely down to the fea-coaft, be-
fore they proceeded to the fouth.  Accordingly,
they came to Madrafs, where they remained fome
days ; then marched to Pondicherry, and continu-
ed there a longer time. ~ Here Chunda Saib laid the
firft foundation of his connexions with the French
government in that city, from whence he advanced
towards the capital of Trichinopoli, 2 large popu-
lous place, about thirty-five leagues fouth-weft of
Pondicherry. It was completely invefted by the
Moorith army on the fixth of March 1736, and
taken by affault the twenty fixth of April following.
Subder Allee eftablifhed Chunda Saib in the go-
vernment of Trichinopoli, where he ‘affumed the
vitle of Nabob, After making themfelves maiters
of all the country, they invaded the kingdom of
Tanjore, and befieged the capital, where Sahagy
the king had fhut himfelf up with all the troops he

* Or Sabder Aly Cawn.
could
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could affemble together. That place was well for-
tified in their manner ; fo that the Moorith princes
turnied the fiege into a blockade, after having at-
tacked it in vain for fix months.

WaiLe Chunda Saib commanded at the fiege, his
brother Bara Saib advanced towards the fouth with
a detachment of fifteen thoufand horfe, and made
himfelf mafter of Marava, Madura, and the coun-
try about cape Comorin. Thea afcending along
the coaft of Malabar, he pufhed his conquefts into
the province of Travancour. In thefe circum-
ttances, Chunda Saib put the French in pofleffion
of Karical; while Subder Allee returned to his fa-
ther at Arcot, who appointed Meer-Aflud to fuc-
ceed Chunda Saib in the office of Duan, and the
latter refolved to fecure his new conquered domini-
ons as an independent government for himfelf.

TuE Gentoo princes were greatly alarmed at
thefe conquefts, and difpatched mefifengers to Maha
Raja the king of the Morattoes *, reprefenting to
him, that if they were not {peedily aflifted, their
religion muft be fubverted, as well as their domi-
mions deftroyed, by the Mahometans. The chief
minifters of that prince, moft of whom were Bra-
mins, perfuaded him' it was an indifpenfible article
of his duty to comply with their requeft; and he
at laft determined to fend them an army of fixty
thoufand horfe, and a hundred and fifty thoufand
foot, under the command of his eldeft fon Ragogi
Boufola + Sena Saib Soula, who began his march
with thefe numerous forces in October 1739.

Ir it be matter of aftonithment, that fuch num-
bers of fighting men are frequently brought into the
field, how will it appear, when it is added to the

* Or Marattas ; fometimes called Marattes, and Morattaes.
+ Or Ragojee Bonfala.
account,
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account, that every horfeman has two fervantss
one to take care of his horfe, the other to procure
him forage ; and that all thefe are accompanied by
their wives and children!

Tur Viceroy Nizam Al Muluck was obliged
to keep his arms turned towards Delli, which pre-
vented him from marching into the Carnatic; fo
that he permitted the Morattoes to attack the Nabob,
which they were eager to do, with the defire of
pillaging a country, that had been long enriched by
the gold and filver which moft nations in the world
had carried there for the purchafe of Indian com-
modities. The Morattoes were now confidered as
the moft enterprifing foldiers of Indoftan, and as the
only nation of Indians, which feem to make war
an occupation by choice 5 for the Rajpouts are fol-
diers by birth. ~ Of late years they had frequently
been at the gates of Delli; fometimes in arms a-
gainft the throne; atothers, in defence of it againft
the Affghans or Patans. The ftrength of their ar-
mies confifts in their numerous cavalry, which is
more capable of refifting fatigue than any in India,
and large bodies of them have been known to
march fifty miles ina day. They avoid general
engagements, and feem to have no other idea in
making war, but that of doing as much mifchief
as poflible to the enemy’s country 5 which they ef-
fe&t by driving off the cattle, deftroying the har-
vefts, burning the villages, and by exercifing fuch
cruelties, as induce the people of the open country
to take flight on the firft rumors of their approach.
The celerity of their motions prevents any method
of refiftance againft their main body, or even of
effe@tually attacking any of their detachments:
therefore, the expence of maintaining an army in
the field, with little probability of fighting fuch an
enemy, and the greater detriment arifing from the
devaftations they commit, generally incline the go-

vernments
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vernments they attack to purchafe their retreat with
money *,

Berore the Carnatic was conquered by the
Great Mogul, the Morattoes were in poffeflion of
feveral forts and territories ‘in the country, which
the Moors obliged them to abandon; with a ftipu-
lation that they fhould annually receive a portion
of the revenues, as a recompence for the pofleflions
which they relinquifhed, and as an encouragement
to refrain from their ufual predatory incurfions into
the province. The Nabobs of Arcot had many
years negle@ed to pay this kind of tribute, and the
Morattoes had defifted from their accuftomed me-
thod of cbtaining reparation, from their great fear
of Nizam Al Muluck : but this reftraint was now
removed, by the encouragement which they receiv-
ed from him to invade the Carnatic.

Tue Morattoe army approached the Carnatic in
May 1740, pillaging and ravaging all the country
through which they pafied. The Nabob marched
from Arcot with what troops he could affemble,
which were only four thoufand horfe and fix thoufand
foot, to defend the paffes of Damal-cherri, until
he could receive freth fuccours from his fon Sub-
der Allee and Chunda Saib : but he was betrayed by
one of his Indian officers, who fuffered the Morat-
toes to pafs the ftation whare he commanded. The
confequence was, that the Nabob was furioufly at-
tacked in the rear of his fmall army, which was
not guarded by intrenchments. His men refolute-
ly defended themfelves, until they faw him, and
his fon Haffan Allee, fall dead from their elephants.
The rout was then general; moft of the Nabob’s

* For a more particular account of the Morattoes; their
difpofition ; the nature of their troops; their arms, perfons,
and drefs, fee my firft volume.

ofhicers
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officers were flains and Meer-Affud was taken
prifoner.  This happened on the 2oth of May,
when the ground was extremely wet by the rains
which fell the night before, fo that many fugitives
were trod under foot by the elephants, which funk
down to the middle of the leg in mud. It is faid,
that never was a fight more fhocking to humanity
than what this battle prefented, of horfes, camels, and
elephants, wounded and furious, mingled and over-
whelmed, together with officers and foldiers, fending
forth hideous cries, making vain efforts to efcape
from the floughs full of blood wherein they were
plunged, and ftifling and crufhing to pieces thole
wounded foldiers who wanted ftrength to rife. The
conquerors plundered the camp, carried off the mi-
litary cheft, and took the ftandard of Mahomer,
as alfo that of the Mogul, above forty elephants,
and a great number of horfes. The body of Deuft
Allee Cawn was found among the dead; but that
of his fon could not be diftinguifhed.

Tue Morattoes fent detachments to plunder and
levy contributions into every part of the province 3
while Subder Allee fled to Velore, and Chunda Saib
returned to Trichinopoli. The Morattoes wrote from
Arcot to the governor of Madrafs, thatthey had large
demands on the company, which they would fettle at
Jeifure : but in the mean time, they demanded
three hundred thoufand pagodas in part towards the
pay of their army. ~As this letter was only fent by
two horfemen, it was not difficult for the governor
10 return an anfwer : but he would not have found
it fo eafy, in the circumftances the place then was,
to avoid parting with a capital fum, if they had fup-
ported their demand, by marching one pait of their
army againft the town ; and that they neglected if,
was owing to. other caufes, more than any opinicn
that his power was fufficient to refift them.

THE
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Tue fortifications of Pondicherry were at this
time in fuch reputation, among a people who had
never before feen any thing equal to them, that the
late Nabob and his children had fent their families
and treafures to remain there during the war;
while the opulent inhabitants of Arcot removed all
their valuable effets into the ftrong holds with
which the province abounds. The Morattoe ge-
neral alfo threatened to attack Pendicherry with all
his forces, unlefs he had immediate fatisfaétion
made by the payment of confiderable fums. He far-
ther demanded a yearly tribute to be paid, and the
family and treafure of the Nabob to be delivered
up to him. Several letters paffed between him and
M. Dumas, the French governor, who thewed, by
his anfwers to the Morattoe, that he was not to be
terrified at his menaces,

Tue Morattoes, thus difappointed, readily lif-
tened to the propofals of their prifoner Meer Afiud,
who was impowered by Subder Allee to treat with
them ; and it was agreed, they fhould be paid, at
different periods, ten millions of rupees, equal to
one year’s revenue of the province, on condition
that they quitted it immediately. This was made
public; but another article was kept fecretr, where-
by the Morattoes had liberty to attack Chunda
Saib, and feize his dominions for themfelves. As
foon as the treaty was ratified, Subder Allee af-
fumed the title and authority of Nabob; while
Chunda Saib put Trichinopoli in the beft pofture of
defence, as apprehenfive of what had been tranf
acted againft him.

Tue Morattoes accordingly quitted the province,
and returned in December ; invaded the country of
Trichinopoli, invefted the capital, cut off all fup-
plies, and obliged Chunda Saib to furrender the
place, on the 26th of March 1741, after he had
bravely defended it three months. The Morattoes

put
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put him, with his fon, and their principal officers,
ander the ftriteft confinement 3 and having drained
Trichinopoli, they appointed Morarow ¥, one of
their generals, viceroy of the kingdom, leaving
fourteen thoufand of their troops under his com-
mand. During the fiege, the Morattoe general
fent a detachment of eight thoufand horfe, and a
ftrong body of foot, to the fea-coaft, who attacked
Porto Novo, zbout fix leagues to the fouth of Pon-
dicherrys and eafily made themfelves mafters of an
open indefenfible place, which they plundered, and
cartied off all the merchandizes found in the ma-
gazines of the Englifh, French, and Dutch. The
fame detachment marched from Porto Novo to
Goudelour, an Englith fettlement four leagues
fouth of Pondicherry, which they pillaged. Afrer
this, they encamped at Archiouac, a league and
half from Pondicherry; from whence they march-
ed to attack Congymer and Ladras, two eftablifh-
ments belonging to the Dutch, whofe magazines
they entirely plundered.

Susper ALrrE wasthus confirmed Nabob by the
Mo.rattoes, and Chunda Saib was removed from
exciting inteftine commotions : but the refentment
of Nizam Al Muluck ftill remained to be appeafed.
The late calamities fo much affeted the new Na-
bob, that he removed his court from the open and
defencelefs city of Arcot, and took up his refidence
at Velore, which was well fortified, and had a ftrong
citadel formerly built by the Morattoes. With
the fame fpirit of precaution he fent his wives and
children with his treafures to Madrafs ; becaufe he
fufpeéted ‘the connections which fubfifted between
(Ehun.da Saib ‘and M. Dupleix, the governor of
Pondicherry. The Nabob made feveral vifits from
Velore to his family at Madrafs ; and thefe journies

# Or Morari-row.
were
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were reported to Nizam Al Muluck, as proofs ef
his intention to proceed from thence by fea to
Mecca, to fpend the remainder of his days in aéts
of devotion at the tomb of Mahomet.

MorTiz ALLEE, who had married the INabob’s
fifter, was now governor of Velore, and was un-
willing to pay his contingent for the Morattoes ; in
which he was joined by other governors, who repre-
fented to him, that the Soubahdar would be pleafed
with any violent meafures that might be taken by
the officers of the Carnatic, againit a Nabob who
paid little deferenee to his authority. A confpiracy
was formed, and Subder Allee was aflaflinated by
fome Abyflinian flaves ; after which Mortiz Allee
influenced the army to proclaim him Nabob; but
they as foon dethroned him, and Seid Mahomed
Cawn, the young fon of Subder Allee, was declared
lawful {ucceflor to the government of the Carnatic.

TuEe Soubahdar Nizam Al Muluck had no dan-
ger to apprehend from the court of Delli, and
marched in the fpring from Golconda to Arcot, ag
the head of his army, which was compofed of
eighty thoufand horfe, and two hundred thoufand
foot. Such a force could meet with no refiftance :
he fettled the government at Arcot, which he con-
ferred on Ceja Abdullah Cawn, and took the young
prince whom he had depofed under his own care. He
alfo expelled the Morattoes from Trichinopoli ; and
returned to Golconda, where he was attended by
the new Nabob, who was poifoned on the road,
and was fucceeded in his government by Anaverdy
Cawn *, through the favor of Nizam Al Muluck.

‘TrE new Nabob arrived at Arcot in April ; and
the introduction of this ftranger into the Carnatic
was the fource of thofe events, which gave rife to
the war in India between the Englith and French.

* Or An’war-adean Khan.

SECTION
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. decount of Anaverpy CawN ¢ be is confirmed in the
s government of the CARNATIC:—The War between
n- GREAT BriTAIN and FRANCE in 1744 : it ex-
in tends to their [ettlements in the East INDIES.
e- Commodore BarNET fent there with a [quadron
.d Jrom England én 1745 : bis capture of fome French
Y foips in the Indian feas s and bisarrival at Madrafs.
10 M. pg La BourponNais fent with a French fqua-
-y dron to veinforce Pondicherry.—Commodore Barnet
oy dies in 1746, and is fucceeded in the command by |
oe Captain PeYTON. An engagement between the 1wo
it Jquadrons off Negapatnam.—Z be ftate of Madrafs
il under governor MORSE : it is befieged by the French
d army and [quadron from Pondicherry, wunder the
: command of M. de la Bourdonnais. The firength
! of the Beliegers, and the Befieged : the town capi-
1 tulates and furrenders. The French Governor of
Tt Pondicherty revokes the treaty of ranfom: the
S Englith Governor and Council are fent prifoners
i of war to Pondicherry: and M. pE Parapis is
ot appointed governor of Madrafs, Amount of the
& French ooty there; and of the Englith fofs,—Com-
modore de la Bourdonnais reinforced by fome fbips
% of war from France: bis [quadron deftroyed by a

d Jtorm.  He quits the French fervice 3 is taken in a
Dutch fhip, and brought prifoner to England, in

| : i g

1)’ 1747+ bis removal to France, confinement in the
}: Baftile, and honorable difcharge.

a Naverpy Cawn was the fon of Anawar, who
i was made by the Great Mogul Aureng-
. zebe, on account of his great erudition and know-

ledge of the Koran, one of thofe religious officers ap-
pointed to offer up daily prayers for the health and
profperity of the fovereign; who alfo ennobled him
N C with
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with the rank as a commander of 250 horfe. He
retired to Gopee-mahoo, and there finifhed his
days. His fon Anaverdy was raifed to a higher
degree of nobility, by being ranked a commander
of 500 horfe, and was appointed governor of a
diftriét called Coorah Gehanabad, from whence he
went to Amedabad, where Gazi O’din Cawn, the
Soubahdar of the fouthern provinces, gave him an
honorable poft in the city of Surat ; and when Nizam
Al Muluck fucceeded his father Gazi O’din in the
Deckan, he appointed Anaverdy Cawn Nabob of
the Yalow and Raja-mundrum countries, which he
governed feveral years, till he was promoted to the
government of the Carnatic on the death of Coja
Abdullah Cawn. )

Beror e this time, the Carnatic had been govern-
ed by three fucceflive Nabobs of the fame family,
who confidered that government as a kind of in-
heritance, which they ruled with all the good ef-
fects of a mild and generous adminiftration ; fo
that their fubjects beheld with regret the transfer-
ing of the government into the hands of any
ftranger, and were defirous of having for their
Nabob the depofed fon of Subder Allee Cawn.
The Soubahdar committed the care of the young
prince to the new Nabob, with the authority of a
guardian, till he came of age, when it was pre-
tended he fhould be invefted with the power of
Nabob; and he was treated by his guardian in a
fplendor adequate to his birth : but he was foon
affaffinated in his palace at Arcot by a defperate
band of difcontented Patans, whofe cruelty was
imputed to be the refult of a confederacy between
the regent Nabob and the governor of Veloor, both
of whom difavowed the fa&. Anaverdy Cawn
proved his innocence to Nizam Al Muluck, who
fent him a full and regular commiffion of the na-

bobthip
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bobthip of Arcot, foon after the death of Seid Ma-

homed.

WaRr had been declared between Great Britain
and France in March 17443 but neither party took
any public notice of the {ituation of affairs in the
Eaft Indies: however, the French India company,
in 1742, offered the Englith a neutrality for the
Eaft Indies, which was imprudently rejected ; and
the war was carried into thefe remote regions, where
the Nabobs were foon made fenfible, it was their
intereft to fupply one party or other with their mer-
cenary troops.

IMMEDIATELY On the declaration of the French
war, the Englith Eaft India company perceived the
neceffity of lending a fquadron to India; becaufe
it might effectually prevent the French from jn-
Juring the Britith commerce there, and would pro-
bably ruin the French company. This was the
more neceflary to be done,. as the Englith com-
pany had not only fuffered by their competition with
the French in trade; bur alfo by the great encou-
ragement which had been given the Erench, to
{muggle their [ndia goods into the Britith domi-
nions. In point -of intereft, indeed, the Dutch
were more concerned to ruin the French com-
merce, in- thofe parts, than the crown of Great
Britain : but as the Dutch had not declared war a-
gainft France, nothing of that kind was to be ex-
pected from them ; while Great Britain was left,
in this bufinefs, to attend the concerns of Holland
equally with her own; and, by attacking the
French in the Indian feas, ferve both interefts, at
her own expence,

THE affairs of the French company were in a
better condition than ever in India; which occa-
fioned apprehenfions that the Britith commerce
would be greatly incommoded. This promoted an
application from the Englith company to the lords

Ca2 of
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of the admiralty, for a fquadron to be fent for the
, protection of their trade and fettlements, and to
| annoy thofe of the French in India. Accordingly,
5 a {quadron was appointed for the fervice, under
! the command of commodore Barnet, confifting of
four fhips*, with which he fet fail from Port{-
. mouth on the 5th of May. This fquadron did not
i proceed immediately to the Englith fettlements in
i India ; but paffed beyond them, and cruized in two
2| divifions in the Straits of Sunda and Malacca, with
a defign to interrupt the French company fhips,
then expetted to be on their return to Europe,
without any convoy. The commodore and lord
Northefk difguifed their fhips, by painting and
rigging them in the Dutch manner, and in this
condition arrived in the Straits of Banca, where they
continued at anchor, till the 2 5th of January 1745,
when they faw three large French thips coming
down, which they attacked and took, after a {fmart
engagement of about three glaflfes. The French
fhips belonged to the company, and were laden
from Canton to Europe: the one was called the
Dauphin, commanded by captain Butler ; another
was the Hercules, commanded by captain Dufrein;
and the third was the Jafon, commanded by captain
Delametrie: they were about 700 ten, with 30
guns, and 150 men, each; very deeply and richly
laden, chiefly with tea, china-ware, and filk ; with
which the commodore proceeded to Batavia, where

e L
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* This fquadron was as follows :

Ships. Commanders. Men. Guns.
Deptford, Commodore Barnet, 400 6o
Medway,  Captain Peyton, 400 6o
Prefton, Lord Northeik, 300 50
Diamond, Captain Moore, 120 20

Total 1220 190

the
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the whole fquadron was to rendezvous, and from
thence fall down to the coaft of Coromandel. The
two other men of war, were alfo difguifed like
Datchmen, and took a French privateer at Achen
in Sumatra, which was fitted out from Pondicherry
to cruize in the China feas. They alfo took a
French fhip from Manilla, richly laden; and then
Joined the commodore at Batavia, from whence the
whole fquadron fet fail, and appeared on the coaft
of Coromandel in the month of July; at which
time the garrifon of Pondicherry confifted of no
more than 436 Europeans, its fortifications were
not compieted, and no French marine force had
appeared in India fince the declaration of war.

M. DurLeix now prefided at Pondicherry, the
government of which had been refigned to him by
M. Dumas in October 1741, together with the title
and privilege of Nabob, which had been confer-
red on the late governor by the reigning Mogul,
whereby be was made Manfoubdar, with the com-
mand of 4500 Mogul cavalry, being the firft
honor of that kind ever conferred upon any Eu-
ropean in Indoftan.. M. Dupleix was not bred a
foldier, and the appearance of the Britifh {quadron
alarmed him, for the fafety of Pondicherry. He
therefore prevailed on Anaverdy Cawn to infift
with the Englifh government of Madrafs, that the
fhips of war fhould not commit any hoftilities by
land againtt the French poffeffions in the territories
of Arcot: but the Nabob alfo affured the Enrglifh,
that he would oblige the French to obferve the fame
neutrality. This made fo much impre{lion upop
the government of Madrafs, that they requefted
and prevailed on commodore Barnet to confine the
operations of his fquadron to the fea.

Tue French were not only intent on defeating
the expedition of commodore Barnet 3 but had even

C3 put
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put into execution a fcheme for expelling the Eng-
lith company from all their fettlements on the
coafts of Coromandel. M. Mah¢ de la Bourdon-
nais, the governor of the ifles of France and Bour-
bon, two fettlements belonging to the French in
the Indian ocean, about thirty-four leagues to the
ealtward of Madagafcar, was fent, in 1739, with
a fquadron of large thips and 1500 men, to rein-
force Pondicherry ; which arrived there in 1741.
As the Englifh had refufed the neutrality offered
by the French, the lattet came to the refolution of
giving a vigorous exertion to their force in India:
and accordingly, on the 11th of April 1745, the
French monarch granted M. de la Bourdonnais a
commiffion, whereby it was ordered, ¢ That all
captains and officers of the India company’s fhips,
thould acknowledge him for their commander, and
to obey him as fuch ; whether he thould go on board
any of thofe fhips, or might judge proper to fend
them on any particular expedition.” This com-
miffion was received at Pondicherry, on the 6th of
January following, by M. de la Bourdonnais, who
was, like the Du Quenes, the Barts, and the Du
Gue-Trouins, a man qualified for doing great
things with a fmall force; and one who under-
ftood commerce as well as fighting. He inftantly
applied his whole attention how to diftrefs the
Englith company ; and, as the moft effectual way,
determined to attempt the reduction of Madrafs,
with its fubordinate {ettlements, rather than lofe his
time in uncertain cruizes, by endeavouring to in-
tercept the fhips belonging to the Englith com-
pany.

Commopor e Barnet died at Fort St. David’s in
April, 1746, and was fucceeded in the command by
captain Peyton, who fent home two fhips, and was
reinforced by three other men of war from Eng-

land,
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fand, when his {quadron confifted of feven fhips *.
M. de la Bourdonnais had alfo a fquadron confift-
ing of eight fhips, the largeft of which belonged to
the king, and the other feven were fitted out by
the company as men of war .

Tue two fquadrons met on the 25th of June,
and came to an engagement off Negapatnam. The
French had much the fuperiority in number of
men ; but the Englith had greatly the advantage
in weight of metal, by which the fortune of battle
is now generally decided at fea: the Englifh alfo
failed better than the French, and were worked
with greater {kill. The action began at half an
hour paft four in the afternoon, and continued till
feven, when it grew dark, and occafioned the fe-
paration of both the fquadrons, with little lofs on
cither fide. § Commodore Peyton made fail for

* Thefe were as follows :

Ships. Commanders. Men Guns.
Medway, Commodore Peyton, 400 6o
Prefton, Lord Northefk, 300 50
Harwich, Captain Carteret, 300 50
Winchefter, Lord Thomas Bertie, 300 50
Medway’s Prize, Captain Griffith, 240 40
Lively, Captain Stevens, 120 20

e

Total 1660 270
+ Thefe were :

Ships. Guns. Men.
‘The Achillesisiia /) i SITE 74 - - - 760
Duc &’Orléans, - - = - 56 - = - 00
Bonrbemger = sy bin s lie 56 - - - 400
Neptune, o= =« rmefd L gL TR 400 *
Bhceniy, i L e E SUMLIS 400
OESTbuIsS St S 24 irarliiag 400
Lys, SN e et e O e elid Yoo
Wlulgigts fare s Lo e a5 TN 250

' ... 398 3250
1 The Englith had 14 men killed, and 46 wounded.” The
French had 27 killed, and 53 wounded.

Cs Trin-
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Trincanomaly bay in the ifland of Ceylon ; and the
French commodore returned to Pondicherry : the
former afterwards difappeared, and failed for the
bay of Bengal ; while the latter made preparations
for befieging Madrafs.

Tur Englith called on the Nabob Anaverdy
Cawn to fulfil his promife of reftraining the French
from committing hoftilities againft them by land :
but they omitted to employ the moft certain means
of obtaining his protection, by negleéting to ac-
company their application for his affiftance with a
prefent of money 3 which imprudent parfimony
left the Nabob unconcerned about their interefls.

NicuoLas Mors:, Efq; was at this time governor
of Madrafs, which had been raifed to a degree of
opulence and reputation, that rendered it inferior
to none of the European eftablifiments in India, ex-
cepting Goa and Batavia: but the place had been
in a bad ftate of defence for fome years, and ftill
continued fo, notwithftanding commodore Barnet
had apprized the company, and particularly their
fecret committee, of the infecurity of their fettle-
ment, by a letter, dated on board the Deptford in
Madrafs road, on the 24th of September 1745,
wherein that experienced and judicious commander
reprefented, ¢ That he muft fpeak his furprize, to
find a place of fuch confequence as this was to the
company, in fach a condition: the works feemed
rather built by chance than defign; the baftions °
were placed contrary to all rules, and the curtain
was no better than a long unflanked garden-wall ;
and the garrifon was fo weak, that, if he was go-
vernor, he thould never fleep found in a French
war, if there were 500 Europeans in Pondicherry :
that he had feen, and confidered the plan of the
works propofed ; thought it a very good one; and,
when it was completed, the town would be fuffi-
ciently fortified on that fide : but then, that fome-

thing
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thing muft be done towards the fea, where there
were embrafures for form, not ufe, there being
no rampart to mount guns upon : that the diftance
between the baftions was very great, and there was
again a long weak wall without flank or defence
fo that two fixty gun fhips would, in two hours
time, make an entire breach from baftion to baf-
tion.” Governor Morfe, as the company had fo
long negleted to fend a fkilful engineer, did all
that lay in his power for the fecurity of the place,
and fent for the beft he could get from Bombay in
1745 : but had the fortifications been in the beit
order, they would have been of little ufe, without
a fufficient number of men to defend them ; and
this was the prefent cafe.

M. pe ra Bourponnals was well acquainted
with the fitvation of Madrafs, the nature of the
works, and the ftrength of the garrifon ; fo that he
negletted nothing that could contribute to make
his advantage of any defeéts in the fortifications of
the place. On the 3d of September, the French

{quadron anchored four leagues to the fouth of Ma-

drafs, having on board the troops, artillery, and
ftores intended for the fiege. Here fome of thetroops
were landed, and marched to St. Thome, about
three miles to the fouthward of Madrafs: there
they fecured the landing of another part of their
men on the 4th, without any interruption from the
garrifon, which was incapable of fending a de-
tachment {ufficient to make any material oppofi-
tion,- The town was immediately invefted on the
land fide, where the French made their grand camp
at Chindadre Pettah ; while the fquadron prevent-
ed any relief by fea,

Tue French army confifted of 1100 Euro