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The objeét of the following pages is fo confolidate
the information refpeling the prefent flace of
Lovifiana, furnifhed to the Executive by feve-
val individuals among the beft informed upon

that fubjett. ' ~

OF the province of Louifiana no gene-
~ral map, fufficiently corre@ to be depended
upon, has been publifhed, nor has any yet
been procured from a private fource. It
is indeed probable, that furveys have nev-
er been made upon fo extenfive a feale as
to afford the means of laying down the va-
rious regions of a country, which, in fome
of its parts, appears to have been.but im.
perfeétly explored. ‘ |
BOUNDARIES.

Tur precife boundaries of Louifiana,
weftwardly of the Miffifippi, though very.
extenfive, are at prefent involved in fome
obfcurity. Data are equally wanting to af-
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fign with precifion its northern extent,
From the f{ource of the Miflifippi, it is
bounded eaftwardly by the middle of the
channel of that river to the g1ft degree of
latitude =« thence, it is aflerted upon very
ftrong srounds, that according to its limits,
when formqlv poflefled bv France, it
firetches to the eaft, as far, at lealt, as the
river Perdido, which runs into the bay of
Mezxico, eaftward of the river Mobile.

It may be confiftent, with the view of
thefe notes. to remark, that Louifiana, in-
cluding the Mobile fettlements, was difcov-
ered and peopled by the French, whofe
monarchs made feveral grants of its tradey
in particular to Mr. Crofat in 1712, and
fome years afterwards with his acquiefcence,
to the well known company projefied by
Mr. Law. This company was relinquithed
in the year 1731. By a f{ecret convention
of the 3d November, 1762, the French gov-
ernment ceded fo much of the province as
lies beyond the Miffilippi, as well as the
ifland of New Orleans, to Spain, and, by
the treaty of peace which followed in 17635
the whole termory of France and Spain

eaftward of the middle of the Miffilippi to
the Iberville, thence through the middle of
that river, and the 14! es Maurepas and Pon=

LOUISIANA,

chartrain to the fea, was ceded to Great Bri-
tain.  Spain having conquered the Floridas
from Great-Britain during our revolurionary
war, they were confirmed to her by the trea-
ty of peace of 1783. By the treaty of St
Yldefonfo, of the 1ft of O&ober, 1800, his
catholic majefty promifes and engages on
his part to cede back to the, Frr*nch repnb—
lic, fix months after the full and entire exe-
cution of the conditions and fiipulations
therein contained, relative to the duke of
Parma, ¢ the colony or province of Loui-
fiana, with the fame extent that it aétually
has in the hands of Spain, that it had when
France poflefled it, and fuch as it ought to
be after the treatfes fubfequently entered
into between Spain and other flates.” This
treaty was confirmed and enforced by that
of Madrid, of the 21t March, 1801. From
France it pafled to us by the treaty of the
goth of April laft, with a reference to the
above claufe, as defcriptive of the limits
ceded.
DIVISIONS OF THE PROVINCE.

Tas province as held by Spain, inclu-
ding a part of Weft Florida, is laid off into
the following principal divifions : Mobile,
from Balifle to the city, New-Orleans and
the country on both fides of lake Ponchar-~
Az
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train, fict and fecond German coafts, Cata-
hanofe, Fourche, Venezuela, Iberville,
Galvez-Town, Baton-Rouge, Pointe Cou-
pees Atacapas, Opeloufas, Ouachita, Avoy-
elles, Rapide, Natchitoches, Arkanfas and
the Illinois.

I~ the Illinois there are commandants, at
New-Madrid, St. Genevieve,New-Bourbon,
St. Charles and St. Andrews, all fubordinate
to the commandant general. ‘

Baton-Rouce having been made a gov-
ernment, fublequently to the treaty of lim-
its, &c. with Spain, the pofts of Manchac
and Thompfon’s creek, or Feliciana, were
added to it.

Cuapitouras has fometimes been re-
garded as a feparate command, but is now
included within the jurifdi€ion of the city.
The lower part of the river has likewile had
occafionally a feparate commandant.

Many of the prefent eftablihments are
{eparated from each other by immenfe and
tracklefs deferts, having no communication
with each other by land, except now and
then 2 folitary inftance of its being attempt-
ed by hunters, who have to {wim rivers, ex-
pofe themlelves to the inclemency of the
weather, and carry their provifions on their
back for a time proportioned to the length

‘known by the Paroiffe de Chapitoulas,

LOUISIANA,

of their journey. This is particularly the
cafe on the weft of the Miffifippi, where the
communication is only kept up by water, be-
tween the capital and the diftant fettlements;
three months being required to convey in-
telligence from the one to the other by the
Miffifippi. The ufual diftance accomplifh-
ed by a boat in alcending; is five leagues
per day. The rapidity of the current, in
the fpring feafon efpecially, when the wa-
ters of all the rivers are high, facilitates the
defcent, fo that the fame voyage by water,
which requires three or four months to per-
form from the capital, may be made to itin
from twelve to fixteen days. The principal
fettlements in Louifiana are on the Miffifip-
pi, which begins to be cultivated about
twenty leagues from the fea, where the plan-
tations are yet thin, and owned by the poor-
elt people.  Afcending you fee them im-
prove on each fide, till you reach the city,
which is fituated on the Eaft bank, ona bend
of the river, g5 leagues from the fea.
CHAPITOULAS, FIRST & SECOND GER-

MAN COASTS, CATAHANOSE, FOURCHE

AND IBERVILLE,

Taue beft and moft improved are above
the city, and comprehend what is there
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‘Premier and Second Cote des Allemands,
and extend 16 leagues.

Asove this begins the parifh of Catahan-
ofe, or firft Acadian fettlement, extending
eight leagues on -the river. Adjoining it
and ftill alcending is the fecond Acadian
fettlement or parifh of the Fourche, which
extends about fix leagues. The parifh of
Iberville then commences, and is bounded
on the eaft fide by the river of the fame
name, which though dry a great part of the
year, yet, when the Miflifippi is raifed, it
communicates with the lakes Maurepas and
Ponchartrain, and through them with the
fea, and thus forms what is called the ifland
of New-Orleans. Except on the point juft
below the Iberville, the country from New-
Orleans is fettled the whole way along the
river, and prefents a {cene of interrupted
plantations in fight of each other, whofe
fronts to the Miffifippi are all cleared, and
occupy on that river from 5 to 25 acres with
a depth of 40; fo that a plantation of 5 a-
cres in front contains 200. A few fugar
plantations are formed in the parifh of Cata-
hanofe, but the remainder is devoted to cot-
ton and provifions,and the whole is an excel-
lent foil incapable of being exhaufted. The
plantations are but one deep on the ifland
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of New O:leans, and on the oppofite fide of
the river as far as the mouth of the Ibervilles
which is g5 leagues above New Orleans.
BAYOU DE LA FOURCHE--ATACAPAS;
# AND OPELOUSAS.

Asour 25 leagies from the laft mention-
ed place on the weft fide of the Miffifippi,
the creek or Bayou of the Fourche, called
in old maps La Riviere des Chitamaches,
flows from the Miflifippi, and communicates
with the fea to the weft of the Balife. The
entrance of the Miflifippi is navigable only
at high water; but will then admit of craft
of from 6o to 70 tons burthen. On both
banks: of this creek are fettlements, one
plantation deep, for near 15 leagues, and
they are divided into two parifhes. The
fettlers are numerous, though poor; and
the culture is univerfally cotton. Oa all
creeks making from the Miffifippi, the foil
is the fame as on the bank of the river, and
the border is the higheft part of it, from
whence it defcends gradually to the {wamp.
In no place on the low lands is there depth
more than fuffices for one plantation, before
you come to the low grounds incapable of
cultivation. * This creek affords one of the
communications to the two populous and
rich fettlements of Atacapas and Opeloufas
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formed on and near the fmall rivers Teche
and Vermillon which flow into the bay of
Mexico. But the principal and fwifteft
communication is by the Bayou or creck of
Plaguemines, whole entrance into the Miffi-
fippi is {even leagues higher up on the fame
fide, and 32 above New-Orleans. Thefe

fettlements abound in cattle and horfes, .

have a large quantity of good land in their
vicinity, and may be made of great impor-
tance. A part of their produce is fent by
fea to New-Orleans, but the greater part is
carried in batteaux by the creeks above
mentioned.
BATON ROUGE AND ITS DEPENDENCIES.
ImmepraTeLy above the Iberville, and
on both fides of the Miflifippi, lies the pa-
rith of Manchac, which extends 4 leagues
on the river, and is well cultivated. Above
it commences the fettlement of Baton
Rouge, extending about g leagues. It i§
remarkable as being the firft place, where
the high land is contiguous to the river,
and here it forms a bluff from g0 to 40 feet
above the greateft rife of the river. Here
the fettlements extend a confiderable way
back on the eaft fide; and this parith has
that of Thompfon’s creek and Bayou Sara
fubordinate to it, The mouth of the firf
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of thefe creeks is about 49 leagues from
New-Otleans, and that of the latter 2 or 3
leagues higher up. They run from north-
eafl to fouth-weft, and their head waters are
north of the gift degree of latitude. Their
banks have the beft foil, and the greateft
number of good cotton plantations of any
part of Louifiana, and are allowed to be
the garden of it. %

POINTE COUPEE AND FAUSEE RIVIERE.

Asove Baton Rouge, at the diftance of
50 leagues from New-Orleans, and on the
welt fide of the Miffifippi is Pointe Coupee,
a populous and rich fettlement, extending
8 leagues along the river. Its produce is
cotton. Behind it, on an old bed of the
river, now a lake, whofe outlets are clofed
up, is the fettlement of Fauffe Riviere,
which is well cultivated.

Iy the fpace now deicribed from the fea
as high as and including the laft mentioned
{ettlement, are contained three fourths of
the population, and feven eighths of the
riches of Louifiana.

From the fettlement of Pointe Coupee
on the Miffifippi to Cape Girardeau above
the mouth of the Ohio, there is no land on
the welt fide, that is not overflowed in the
fpring to the diftance of 8 or 10 leagues
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from the river with from 2 to 12 fect of
water, except a fmall fpot near New Ma-
drid; fo ‘that in the whole extent there is
no poffibility of forming a confiderable fet-
tlement contiguous to the river on that fide.
The ealtern bank has in this refpeét a deci-
ded advantage over the weltern, as there
are on it many fituations which effe&ually
command the river. :

RED RIVER AND ITS SETTLEMENTS.

O the welt fide of the Miffifippi, 70
leagues from New-Orleans, is the mouth of
the Red river, on whofe banks and vicinity
are the fettlements of Rapide, Avoyelles
and Natchitoches, all of them thriving and
populous.  The latter is fituate 75 leagues
up the Red River. On the north fide of
the Red River, a few leagues from its junc-
tion with the Mififippi, is the Black River,
on one of whofe branches, a confiderable
way up, is the infant fettlement of Quachi-
ta, which from the richnefs of the foil may
be made a place of importance. Cotton is
the chief produce of thefe fettlements, but
they have likewife a confiderable Indian
trade. The River Rouge is ufed to com-
municate with the frontiers of New-Mexi-
co.
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CONCORD, ARKANSAS, ST. CHARLES
AND ST. ANDREW, &c:

Tuere is no other fettlement on the
Miflifippi except the fmall one called Con-
cord, oppofite to the Natches, iill you come
to the Arkanfas River, whole mouth is 250
leagues above New QOrleans.

Here there are but a few families, who
are more attached to the Indian trade (by
which chiefly they live) than to culiivation.
There is no fettlement from this place to
New Madrid, which is itfelf inconfiderable.
Afcending the river you come to Cape Gi-
rardeau, St.Genevieve and St. Louis; where,
though the inhabitants are numerous, they
raife little for exportation, and content
themfelves with trading with the Indians
and working a few lead mines. . This coun-
try is very fertile, elpecially on the banks
of the Miffouri, where there have been
formed two fettlements, called St. Charles
and St. Andrew, moftly by emigrants from
Kentucky. The peltry procured in the I1-
linois is the beft fent to the Atlantic mar-
ket ; and the quantity is very confiderable.
Lead is to be had with eafe, and in fuch
quantities as to fupply all Europe, if the
population were fufficient to work the nu-
merous mines to be found within two or

B
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three feet from the furface in various patts
of the country. The fettlements about the
Ilinois were firft made by the Canadians,
and their inhabitants fill refemble them in
their averfion to labor, and love of a wan-
dering life. They contain but few negroes,
compared to the number of the whites ; and
it may be taken for a general rule, that in
proportion to the diftance from the capital,
the number of blacks diminifh beiow that
of the whites ; the former abounding moft
on the rich plantations in its vicinity.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF UPPER LOU-

ISIANA.

WiueN compared with the Indiana terri-
tory, the face of the country in Upper Lou-
ifiana is rather more broken, though the foii
is equally fertile. It is a fa& not fo be
contefted, that the weft fide of the river
poffefles fome advantages, not generally
incident to thofe regions. It is elevated
and healthy, and well watered with a varie-
ty of large rapid ftreams, calculated for
mills and other water works. From Cape
Girardeau, above the mouth of the Ohio,
to the Miflouri, the land on the eaft fide of
the Miflifippi is low and flat, and occafion-
ally expofed to inundations; that on the
Louifiana fide, contiguous to the river, is
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generally much bigher, and in many places
very rocky on the fhore. Some of the
heights exhibit a fcene truly piturefque,
They rife to a height of at leaft geo feet,
faced with perpendicular lime and free flone,
carved into varions fhapes and figares by
the hand of nature, and afford the appear-
ance of a multitude of antique towers,
From the tops of thefe elevations, the land
gradually flopes back from the river, with-
out gravel or rock, and is covered with val-
uable timber. It may be faid with truth
that for fertility of foil, no part of the world
exceeds the berders of the Miffifippi; the
land yields an abundance of all the necef
faries of life, and almoft fpontaneoufly ;
very little labor being required in the culti-
vation of the earth, That part of Upper
Louifiana, which borders on North Mexi-
co, is one immenle prarie ; it produces
nothing but grafs; it is filled with buffalo,
deer, and other kinds of game ; the land is
veprefented as too rich for the growth of
foreft trees.

17 is pretended that Upper Louifiana con-
tains in its bowels many filver and copper
mines, and various {pecimens of both are
exhibited. Several trials have been made
to afcertain the fad ; but the want of {kill
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in the artifts has hitherto left the fubjeét uiis
decided.  *

Tre falt works are alfo pretty numerous ;
fome belong to individuals ; others to the
public. They alteady yield an abundant
fupply for the confumption of the country 3
and if properly managed, might become an
article of more general exportation. The
uflual price per buthel is ‘150 cents, in ca/fy
at the works. This price will be ftill lower
as foon as the manufaBlure of the f{alt is afe
fumed by the government; or patronized
by men who have large capitals to employ
in the bufinels. One extraordinary fat
relative to {alt muft not be omitted. There
exifls about 1000 miles up the Miffouri,
and not far from that river, @ Salt Mountain !
The exifience of fuch a mountain might

" “well be queflioned, were it not for the tef:

timony of feveral refpe®able and enterpri-
fing traders, who have vifited it, and who
have exhibited feveral buthels of the falt
to the curiofity of the people of St. Louis;
where fome of it fill remains. A fpecimen
of the fame falt has been fent to Marietta.
This mountain is faid 1o be'180 miles long;
and 45 in width, compofed of folid rock
falt, without any trees, or even fhrubs on
it. Salt fprings are very numerous beneath

—a——T
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the furface of this mountain, and they flow
through the fiffures and cavities of it.
Caves of falt-petre are found in Upper
Louifiana; though at fome diftance from
the fettlements. Four men on a trading
voyage lately dilcovered one, feveral hun-
dred miles up the Miffouri. They {pent 5 -
or 6 weeks in the manufallure of this arti-
cle, and returned to St. Louis with 400
weight of it. It proved to be good and
they fold it for a high price.

Tue geography of the Miffifippi and
Miffouri, and their contiguity, for a great
length of way, are but litile known. The
traders affert, that 100 miles above their
junéiion, a man may walk from one to the
other in a day; and it is alfo afferted, that
700 miles fill higher up, the portage may
be croffed in four or five days. This por-
tage is frequented by traders, who carry on
a confiderable trade with fome of the Mif-
fouri Indians; their general route is through
Green Bay, which is an arm of Lake Michi-
gan ; they then pafs into a fmall lake con-
netted with it, and which communicates
with the Fox River; they then crofs over
a fhort portage into the Ouifconfing River,
which unites with the Miflifippi {fome’dif-
tance below the falls of St. Anthony. It

B2
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is alfo fdid, that the traders communicate
with the Miflifippi above thefe falls, through
Lake Superior—but their trade -in that
quarter is much lels confiderable.

CANAL OF CARONDELET.

Berinp New Orleans is a canal about
1L miles long, which communicates with a
creek called the Bayou St. Jean, flowing
into Lake Ponchartrain. At the mouth of
it, about 21 leagues from the city is a fmall
fort called St. Jean, which commands the
entrance from the lake. By this creck the
communication is kept up through the
lake and the Rigolets to Mobile and the
fettlements in Weft-Florida. Craft draw-
ing from 6 to 8 feet water can navigate to
the mouth of the creek, but except in par-
ticular {wells of the lake, cannot pafs the
bar without being lightened.

ST. BERNARDO.
On the eaft fide of the Miffifippi, about

five leagues below New-Orleans and at the
head of the Englifh bend is a fettlement
known by the name of the Poblacion de St.
Bernardo or the Terre aux Beeufs, extend-
ing on both fides of a creek or drain, whofe
head is contiguous to the Miflifippi, and
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which flowing eaftward, after a Fourfe of
18 leagues and dividing itfelf into two
brances, falls into the fea and lake Borgne.
This fettlement confifts of two parifhes, al-
molt all the inhabitants of which are Span-
iards from the 'Canaries, who content them-
felves with rdifing fowls; corn and garden
fuff, for the market at New-Orleans. The
lands cannot be cultivated to any great
diftadce from the banks of the creek, on
account of the vicinity of the marfh behind
them, fulceptible of great improvemcm.and
of affording another communication to fmall
craft of from 8 to 10 feet draught, between
the fea and the Miffifippi.

SETTLEMENTS BELOW THE ENGLISH
TURN.

At the diftance of 16 leagues below
New-Orleans, the fettlements on both banks
of the river are of but finall account. Be-
sween thele and the fort of Plaguemines;
the country is overflowed in the {pring, and
in many places is incapable of cul_tivatiqn
at any time, being a morafs almoft impaffa-
ble by man or beaft. This fmall tongue of
land extends confiderably into the fea;
which is vifible on both fides of the Miffi-
fipoi from a fhip’s maft.




20 ACCOUNT OF

COUNTRY FROM PLAQUEMINES TO THE
SEA, . AND EFFECT OF THE HURRIL
CANES,

¥rom Plaguemines to the fea is 12 or
18 leagues. The country is low, fwampy,
chiefly covered with reeds, having litdle
or no timber and no fettlement whatever.
It may be neceflary to mention here, that
the whole lower part of the country from
the Englith Turn downward is {ubje&t to
overflowing in hurricanes, either by the
recoiling of the river or reflux from the
fea on each fide; and on more than one
occafion it has been covered from tha
depth of 2 to 10 feet, according to the def-
cent of the river, whereby many lives were
loft, horfes and cattle fwept away and a
fcene of deftru&lion laid. The laft calam-
ity of this kind happened in 1794 ; but
fortunately they are not fiequent. In the
preceding year the engineer who' fuperin.
tended the erelion of the fort of Plaque-
mines was drowned in his houle near the
fort, and the workmen and garrifon efca-
ped only by taking refuge on an elevated
fpot in the fort, on which there were not-
wi:h!{anding, 2 or g feet of water. Thefe
hurricanes have generally been felt in
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the month of Auguft. Their greateft fury
lafts about 12 hours, They commence in
the fouth eaft, veer about to all points of
the compalfs, are'felt more feverely below
and feldom extend more than a few leagues
above New Orleans. In their whole courle
they are marked with ruin and delolation:
Uniil that of 1793, there had been none
felt from the year 1780.

PASSES, OR MOUTHS OF THE: MISST:
SIPPL

Asour 8 leagues below Plaguemines;
the Miffifippi divides itfelf into three chan-
nels, which are called the paffes of the riv-
er, viz. the Eaft, South and South Weft
paffes. - Their courfe is from 5 to 6 leagues
to the fea. The {pace between is marfh
with little or no timberonit; but from its
fituation, it may hereafter be rendered of
importance. | The Eaft pafs which is on
the left hand going down the river, is divi-
ded into two branches aBout two leagues
below, viz. Pafs 4 la Loutre; and: that
known to mariners by the name of the
Balife, at which there is-a [mall block-
houfe and fome huts of the pilots, who
tefide only here. The firlt of thele fec-
bodary channels contains™ at prefent but §
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feet water; the latter from 14 to 16 ac.
cording to the feafons. The South pafs,
which is dire&ly in front of the Miffifippi,
has always been confidered as entirely
choaked up, but has 10 feet water. The
South Weit pafs, which is on the right, is
the longeft and narroweft of all the pafies,
and a lew years ago had 18 feet water,
and was that by which the large fhips al-
ways entered and failed from the Miffi-
Gppi. It has now but 8 feet water, and
will probably remdin fo for fome time,
In fpeaking of the quantity of water in
the puflcs it muft: be underflood of what
ison the bur of each pafs; for immediate-
ly afier paffing the bar, which is very
narrow, there are from 5 to 7 fathoms at
all feaflons. .

COUNTRY EAST OF LAXE PONCHAR-.
TRAIN.

Tue country on the eaft fide of Lake
Ponchartrain to Mobile and including the
whole extent between the American line,
the Miflifippi above New-Orleans, and ths
lake's (with the exception of a tra&t of a-
bout go miles on the Miffifippi, and as
much {quare contiguous to the line, and
¢amprehending the waters of Thompfon’s,

e e i
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Creek, Bayou Sara and the Amet) is a poor
thin foil, overgrown with pine, and con-
tains no good land whatever, unlefs on the
banks of a few {mall rivers, it would how-

. ever afford fupplies of pitch, tar, and pine

lumber, and would feed large herds of
cartle.

THE INHABITANTS AND THEIR ORIGIN.

Tuz inhabitants of Louifiana are chief-
ly the delcendants of the French and Ca-
nadians. = There are 2 confiderable num-
ber of Englith and Americans in New-Or-
leans.. The two German coafts are peopled
by the defeendants of fettlers from Germa-
ny and a few French mixed with them.
The three fucceeding fetilements up to
Baton Rouge contain moftly Acadians,
banithed from Nova Scotia by the En-
glith, and their defcendants.  The gov-
ernment of Baton Rouge, efpecially the
Eaft fide, which includes all the country '
between the Iberville and the American

“line, is compofed partly of Acadians, a

very few French, and of a great majority
of Americans. On the well fide they are
moftly Acadians ; at Pointe Coupee and
Fauffee Riviere they are French and Acadi=
ans.  Of the population of the Atacapas
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and Opeloufas, a confiderable part is A-
merican. Natchitoches, on the Red Riv-
ery contains but a few Americans, and the
remainder of the inhabitants are French.
But the former are more numerous in the
other fettiements on that river, viz. Avoy-
elles, Rapide, and Ouacheta. At Arkan-
fas they are moftly French ; and at New-
Madrid, Americans. Atleaft o-5ths, if not
a greater proportion of all the fettlers on
the Spanifh fide of the Miflifippi; \in the
Illinois country, are likewife fuppofed to
be Ainericans.  Below New-Orleans the
population is altogether French, and the
defcendants of Frenchmen. ‘

NEW-ORLEANS.

By recurring'to the maps and examin-
ing the pofition of Louifiana, it will appear
that the lower part projeéts confiderably
. into the fea. = It hasin all probability been
formed by the fediment brought down by
the current and depofited on the flat coaft.
There is therefore on the eaft fide but a
very narrow {lip along the bank of the
river, from the fea to the Iberville. The
land is not generally fufceptible of culu-
vation more than a mile in depth from the
river ; the reft is low and {wampy to the
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lakes and the fea, but in general.abounds
with cyprefs timber, which ‘is fawed by
mills, which are worked by artificial ftreams
from the Miffifippi, in the time of frefhets.
They generally run- five months in the
year.

" Waar has been faid of the ealt equally
applies to the weft fide of ‘the river. ' The
foil and fituation ase nearly the fame. = Af:
ter leaving the bank of the river there is
an immenfe {fwamp, interfe€ted by creeks
and lakes, extending to the high lands of
Atacapas, and occupying a fpace of thirty
or forty leagues.

Tue city of New-Orleans, which is reg,
ularly laid out on the eaft fide of the
Miffifippi, in lat. 30, N. and long. go, W.
extends nearly a mile along the river,
from the gate of France on the fouth, to
that of Chapitoulas above, and a little
more than 1-3d of a mile in breadth, from
the river to the rampart;’ but it hasan
extenfive {uburb on the upper fide. The
houfes in front of the tawn and fora {quare
or two backwards, are moftly of brick,
covered with flate or tile, and many of two
ftories. The remainder are of wood, cov-
ered with fhingles. The ftrects crofs each
other at right angles, and are 32 French

c
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feet wide. The fquares between the in-
terfe@lions of the fireet have a front of
300 French feet: There is in the middle
of the front of the city a place d'armes, fa-
cing which the church and town-houfe are
built. There are from 12 to 1400 houfes
in the city and fuburbs. The population
may be eflimated at 16,000 including the
feamen and garrifon. It was fortified in
1793, but the works were originally defec-
tive, could not have been defended, and
are now in ruins. The powder magazine
is on the oppofite bank of the river.

Tae public buildings and other public
property in New Orleans, are as follow :

Two very extenfive brick ftores, from
160 to 180 feet in length, and about 3o in
breadth. They are one flory high and
covered with fhingles.

A government houfe, ftables and garden,
occupying a front of about 220 feet on the
river, in the middle of the town, and ex-
tending 336 feet back to the next fireet.

A military hofpital.

Ax ill-built cuftom:houfe of wood; al-
moft in ruins in the upper part of the eity;
near the river. ~

An extenfive barrack in the lower
part-of the city, fronting on the river, and
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calculated to lodge twelve or fourteen hun-
dred men.

A large lot adjoining the king’s flores,
with a few fheds in it. It ferves as a park
for artillery. :

A prifon, town -houfe, market-houfe, af-
fembly room, fome ground rents, and the
commonabout the town.

A public fehool for the rudiments of the
Spanifh language.

A cathedral church unfinithed, and fome
houfes belonging to it.

A charitable hofpital, with fome houfes
belonging toit, and a revenue of 1500 dol-
lars annually endowed by an individual
lately deceafed.

TrE canal de Carondelet has been alrea-
dy deferibed.

NUMBER OF INHABITANTS,

Accorping to the annexed cenfus, No,
2, of Louifiana, including Penfacola and
the Natchez, as made in 1785, the whole
number of inbabitants amounted to 32.062
of which 14,215 were free whites, 1,303
free people of color, and 16,544 flaves.”

THe ftatement, No. g, from the lateft
documents, makes the whole number
42,932—the free whites, 21,244—the free

¢
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people of color, 1,768—and the {flaves,
19,920.

Tuese papers certainly exhibit a fmaller
number” than the real population of the
country. From an official document, made
in July lat, and received from Atacapas,
fince the ftatement, No. g, was formed, it
appears that it contained 2,270 whites, 210
free people of color, 1,266 {laves, ‘in all
3,746 fouls, inftead of 1,447, as therein
ftated. It is highly probable that the re-
turn for the neighbouring difiriét of Ope-
loufas, is in the fame proportion under-
rated:

A conje@ural eftimation made by ‘a gen-
tleman of great refpetability and correét
information, refiding at Natchez, raifes the
number of whites in the ifland of New-Or-
leans, on the weft fide of the river, and
fome fettlements on the eaft fide, 10 50,1503
and the number of blacks to g59.820.

It is at all ‘times difficult to obtain the
full cenfus of a couniry, and the impedi-
ments are increafed in this from its fcat-
tered population. The attual enumera-
tion may therefore fall fhort of the true
numbers.
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MILITIA.

TuERE is a militia in Louifiana. The
following is the return of it, made to
the -Court of Spain, by the Baron of Ca-
rondelet.

Militia.
From Balize to the city=volunteers of the
Miflilippi-—4 companies of 100 men cach
—complete. 400
City—Battalion of the city, § companies, 500
Acrtillery company, with fupernume-
raries, 120
Carabineers, or privileged companies of
borfe, 2 companies of 70 each—incom-
plete, 100
Mulattoes, 2 companies—negroes, 1 do. 300

Mixed legion of the Miflifippi, comprehend-
ing Galveztown, Baton-Rouge, Pointe
Coupee, Atacapas and Opeloufas, viz.”
2 companies of grenadiers,
8 do.  of fufileers,
4 do.  of dragoons,
2 do. . lately added from Bayou Sara,

16 companies of 100 men each, 1,600
Avoyelles, 1 company of infantry, 100
QOucheta, 1 do. of cavalry, 109
Natchitochez, 1 de. of infantry, and 1 of

cavalry, z 200
Arkanfas, 1 do. of infantry and cavalry, 100
1llinois, 4 do. of cavalry, 4 do. of infantry:

Thefe are always above the compliment. 800

€2
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Provincial regiment of Germans and Aca-
dians, from the ft German coaft to Ib-
erville—10 companies, viz. 2 of gtend-

. diers, § of fufileers, 7 1,000

Mobile and the country eaft of Lake Pon-
chartrain, 2 companies of horfe and foot,
incomplete, 120

5:440
Tue fame gentleman alluded to, page
28, makes the number of the militia to a-
mount to 10.340 men within the fame
limits to which his eflimate of the popula-
tion applies. He diftributes them in the
feveral fettlements, as follows :
1. The ifland of New-Orleans, with the
oppofite margin and the adjacent fettle-
ments, 5,000
2. The weft margin from Manchac, in-
cluding Pointe Coupee, and extending to
the Red River, fete)
3. Ancapas, along the coaft, between the
Delta of the Miflifippi and the river Sa.

bine, : 350
4. Opeloufas, 750
5. Red River, including Bayou: Boeuf;

Avoyelles, Rapide and Natchitoches, 1000
6. Ouachita, 300
9. Concord, 40
8. Arkanlas, i50
9. New Madrid and its vicinity; 350

1o. Hlinois and Miffouri, 1000
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11, The fetdlements on the ealt fide of
the Mififippi, from the American line to :
the Iberville, and {fome other feitlements; Goo

10,340

It is to be obferved, that none of thefe

ftatements include the country heyond the

River Sabine, nor even all thofe which lie

eaftwardly of it, Data are alfo wanting td
give them,

FORTIFICATIONS.

St.“Louis has a lieutenant colonel to
command in it, and bat few troops.—
Baton Rouge is an ill conftruéted fort,
and has about 50 men. In defcribing the
canal of Cdrondelet; the finall fort of St.
]ean has been mentioned, as has the block-
houfe at the Balife in its proper places
The fortifications of New-Oyleans, noticed
before, confift of five ill.confirufled rex
doubts, with a covered way, palifade and
ditch. < The whole is going falt to decay,
and it is fuppofed they would be of but
little fervice, in cafe of an attack. Though
the powder magazine is on the oppoflite
fide of the river, there is no fufficient
provifion- made for its removal to the citys
in cafe of need,
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Tue fort of Plaguemines, which is about
twelve or thirteen leagues from the fea, is
an ill-conftrutied, irregular, brick work, on
the eaftern fide of the Miffifippi, with a
ditch in front of the river, and prote&ted
on the lower fide by a deep creek, flowing
from the river to the fea. Itis, however,
imperfeéily clofed behind, and almoft with-
out defence there ; too much reliance hay.
ing been placed on the fwampinefs of the
ground, which bardens daily. . It might be
taken ' perhaps by efcalade, without diffi-
cualty. It ds-in ‘g degree ruinous, The
principal front is meant to defend the ap-
proach from the fea, and can oppofe at
moft, hut eight heavy guns. "It is built at
a turn in the river, where thips in general
mult anchor, as the wind which brings
them up fo far is contrary in the next
reach, which they moflly work through ;
and they would therefore be expofed to
the fire of the fort. ©n the oppofite bank
are the ruins of a dmall clofed redoubt,
called Fort Bourbon, ufually garrifoned
by a ferjeant’s command. Its fire was in-
tended to flank that of the fort of Plaque-
miites, and prevent fhipping and craft from
afcending or defcending on that fide,
When a veflel appears, 2 fignal is made on
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one fide, and arnfwered on the othen
Should fhe attempt to pafs, without fending
a boat on fhore; fhe would be immediately
fired upon.

INDIANS.

Tae Indian nations within the limits of
Louifiana are as far as known as followsy
and confift of the number (pecified. . |

Ow the eaftern bank of the Miffifippij
about 25 leagues from Orleans. are the fes
mains of the nation of Houmas or Red
Men which do  not exceed 60 perfons:
There are no other Indians fettied on this
fide of the river, either in Louifiara of
Weft Florida, though they are at -timed
frequented by parties of wandeiing Chot-
taws. : -

On the weft fide of the Miflifippi are
the remains of the Tounicas, fettled near
and above Pointe Coupee on the river;
confifting of 50 or 6o perfons.

In the Atacapas. S

Ox the lower parts of the Bayou Teche
at about eleven or twelve leagues from the
fea, are two villages of Chitamaclias, con-
fifting of about one hundred fouls. :

Tue Atacapas, properly fo called, dif-
perfed throughout the diftri¢t, and chiefly
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on the Bayou, or creek of Vermillion,
about one hundred fouls.

WanbperErs of the tribes of Bilexis
and Choctaws, on Bayou Crocodile, which
empties into the Teche, about fifty fouls.

In the Opeloufas to the N.W. of Atacapas.

Two villages of Alibamas in the centre
of the diftri& near the church, confifting
of one hundred perfons.

Concuates difperfed through the coun-
try as far weft as the river Sabinas and its
neighbourhood, about three hundred and
fifty perfons.

On the River Rouge.

At Avoyelles, nineteen leagues from the
Miffifippi, is a villags of the Biloni nation,
and anather on the lake of the Avoyelles,
the whole about fixty fouls,

At the Rapide, tventy-fix leagues from
the Miflilippi, is a village of the Cho@aws
of one hundred fouls, and another of Bil-
oxes, about two leages from i1, of about
onz hundred more: About eight or nine
leagues higher up the Red Riverisa vil-
Jage of about fifty fouls. Al thefe are oc.
cafionally employed by the fettlers in their
neighbourhood as boatmen.

Asour eighty leaguesabove Natchitoch-
es on the Red River is the nation of the
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Cadogquies, called by abbreviation Cados ;
they can raife from three to four .hundred
warriors, are the friends of the whites, and
are efteemed the braveft and moft generous
of all the nations in this vaft country. They
are rapidly decreafing, owing to intempe-
rance and the numbers annually deftroyed
by the Ofages and Choftaws. .

Tuere are, befides the foregoing, at
leaft four to five hundred families of Choc-
taws, who are difperfed on the weft fide of
the' Miflifippi; on the Oucheta and Red
Rivers, as far weft as Natchitoches, and
the whole nation -would have* emigrated
acrofs the Mifliippi had it not been for
the oppofition of the Spaniards and the
Indians on that fide who had fuffered by
their aggrefions.

On the River Arkanfas, Se.

Berween the Red River and the Arkans
fas there are but a few Indiaus, the remains
of tribes almol extin&. = On this 1aft river

- : o “
- is the nation of the fame name, confifting of

about two hundred. and {ix y warriors,
They are brave, yet peaceable and well
difpofed, and have always been atizched (o
the French and efpoufed their caufe in
their wars with the Chickalaws, whom they
have always refifted with fuccels, They
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E;'ve in three villages, the firft is at eighteen
lzagues from the Miffifippi on the Arkan-
{as river, and the others are: at three and
fix leagues from the firft. - A fearcity of
. game on the eaftern fide of the Miflifippi
has lately indiced a number of the Chero.
kees, Cho&taws, Chickalaws, &c. to fre-
quent the neighbourhood of Arkanfas,
Where game is flill in abundance ; they
have contratted marriages with the Arkan-
fas; and feem inclined to make a perma-
nent {ettlement, and incorporate themfelves
with that nation. The number is unknown,
but ist confiderable, and is every day in-
greafing. - i
Ox the river St. Francis, in the neigh-
bourhood of New-Madrid, Cape Girar-
deau, Reviere a la Pomme, and the envi-
fons, are fettled a number of vagabonds,
emigrants from the Delaware

sy Shawnefle,
a1: : AT vy 1 s
Miamisy. Chickalaws, Cherokees, Piorias,
and fupp confift in all of five hun-
are at times trouble-
-{cending the river, and
have cven plundered fome of them and
comnmntted a few murders. They are at-
tached to liquor, feldom: remain long in

any . place, many of them {peak Englifh,

dred families,
fome to the boa
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all underfland it, and there are fome who
even read and write it.

A7St.Genevieve, in the fettlement among
the whites. are about thirty Piorias, Kal-
kafkias, and Illinois, who feldom hunt for
fear of the other Indians; they are the
remains of a nation which fifty years ‘ago
could bring into the field one thoufand two
hundred warriors.

On the Mijfourt.

Onx the Miflouri and its waters are many
and numerous nations, the beft known of
which are—The Ofaggs, fituated on the
river of the fame name on the right bank
of the Miffouri, at about eighty leagues
from its confluence with it. They confift
of one thoufand warriors, who live in two
fettlements at no great diltance from each
other. They are of a gigantic ftatare and
well proportioned, are enémies of the
whites and of all other Indian nations, and
commit depredations from the Illinois to
the Arkanfas. The trade of this nation
is faid to be under an exclufive grant.
They are a cruel and ferocious race, and
are hated and feared by all the other In-
dians. The confluence of the Ofage
river with the Miffouri is about eighty
leagues from the Miffifippi.

D
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Sixty leagues higher up the Miflouri,
and on the fame bank, is the river Kan-
zas, and on it the nation of the fame name,
but at about feventy or eighty leagues
from its mouth. It confifts of about two
hundred and fifiy warriors, who are as
fierce and cruel as the Ofages, and often
moleft and ill-treat thofe who go to. trade
among them.

SixTy leagues above the river Kanzas,
and at about two hundred from the mouth
of the Miffouri, ftill on the right bank, is
the Riviere Plaite, or Shallow River, re-
markable for its quick fands and bad navi-
gation ; and near its’ confluence with the
Miffouri dwells the nation of Oétolaéos,
commonly called Otos, confifting of about

- two hundred warriors, among whom are
iwenty-five or thirty of the nation of Mif-
fouri, who took refuge among them about
twenty-five years fince.

Forry leagues up the River Platte you
come to the pation of the Panis, compofed
of about feven hundred warriors, in four
neighbouring villag"cs.‘ They hunt but lit-
tle, and are ill-provided with fire-arms.
They often make-war on the Spaniards in
the neighbourhood of Santa FKe, from
whichthey are not far diftant,
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Ar three hundred leagnes from the
Miffifippi, and one hundred from the River
Platte, on the fame bank, are fituated Ll}e
villages of the Mahas.. They confifted in
1799 of five hundred warriors, but are faid
to have been almoft cut off laft year by the
fmall-pox. :

Ar fifty leagues above the Mahas, and
on the left bank of the Miffouri, dwell
the Poneas, to the number of two hun-
dred and fifty warriors, poflefling in com-
mon with the Mahas their language, {oci-
ety and vices. Their trade has never
been of much value, and thofe ‘engaged in
it are expofed to pillage and ill-treatment.

At the diftance of 450 leagues from the
Mififippi, and on the right bank of the
Miflouri, dwell the Aricaras, to the nuni-
ber of 7oo warriors, and 6o leagues above,
the Mandane nation, confifting of about
noo warriors likewife. Thefe two laft na-

.tions are well difpofed to the whites, but

have been the viftims of the Sioux, or
Nandoweflies, who being themfelves well
provided with fire-arms, have taken advan-
tage of the defencelefs fitnation of the oth-
ers, and have on all occafions murdered
them without mercy.
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No difcoveries on the Miffouri, beyond
the Mandane nation, have been accurately
detailed, though the traders have been in-
formed, that many large, navigable rivers
difcharge their waters into it, far above ity
and that there are many numerous nations

_fettled upon them. :

Tue Sioux, or Mandoweffies, who fre-

quent the country between the north bank

of the Miffouri and Miffifippi, are a great

impediment to trade and navigation. They
endeavour to prevent all communication
with the nations dwelling high up the Mif:
fouri, to deprive them of ammunition and
arms, and thus keep them fubfervient to
themfelves. In the winter they are chiefly,
on the banks of the Miffouri, and maffacre
all who fall into their hands.

Tuere are a number of nation§ at a
diftance from the banks of the Miflouri,
to the north and fouth, concerning whom
but little information has been received.
Returning to the Miffifippi, and afcending
it from the Miffouri, about 75 leagues a-
bove the mouth of the latter, the River
Moingona or Riviere de' Moine enters the
Milliippi on the weft fide, and on it are
fituated the Ayons, a nation originally from
the Miffouri, {peaking the language of the
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Otatachas : It confifted of 200 warriors,
before the fmall pox lately raged among
m.
‘heTnnE Sacs and Renards dwell on the
Miffifippi, about goo leagues above St.
Louis, and frequently trade with it—they
live together, and confifted of soo war-
riors. Their chief trade is with Michili-
makkinak,and they have always been peace-
nd friendly. i
ab]’;:rz other i,)alions on the Miffifippi
higher up, are but little known to us.
The pations of the Miffouri, though cruel,
treacherous, and infolent, may doubtlefs
be kept in order by the United States, if
proper regulations are adopted with relpect
to them.
It is faid that no treaties have been en-

tered into by -Spain with the Indian na-

tions weftward of the Miffifippi, and that
its treatries with the Creeks, Chottaws,
&c. are in effeét fuperceded by our trea-
ty with that power of the 27th of October,
1795 OF LANDS AND TITLES.

Tur lands are held im {ome inftances
by grants from the Crown, but moftly from
the Cblonial government. Perhaps not
one quarter part of the lands granted 1n

D2
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Louifiana are held by complete titles; and
of the remainder a confiderable part de-
pends upon a written permiffion of the
officer laft mentioned. This praétice has
always been countenanced by the Spanifh
government, in order that poor men, when
they found themfelves a little at eafe,
might at their own conveniency apply for
and obtain complete titles. In the mean
time, fuch imperfett rights were fuffered by
the government to defcend by inheritance,
and cven to be transferred by private
contraét. - When requifite, they have been
{feized by judicial authority, and fold for
the paymentof debts. 4
Unrirn within a few years the governor
of Upper Louifiana was authorifed to make
furveys of any extent. In the exercife of
this dilcretionary power, fome abufes were
committed ; a few {mall monopolies were
created. About three years ago, he was
reftritied in this branch of his duty ; fince
which he has been only authorifed to
make furveys to emigrants in the follow-
ing manner: Two hundred acres foi each
man and wife, fifty acres for each child,
and twenty acres for each flave. Hence
the quantity of land allowed to fettlers
depended on the numbér in each family;
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and for this quantity of land, they paid
no more than the expenfe of furvey.—
Thefe furveys were neceffary to entitle
the fettlers to grants ; and the governor,
and after him the Intendant at New-Or-
Jeans, was alone authorifed to execute
grants on the receipt of the furveys from
the fettlers. The adminiftration of the
Jand office is at prefent under the care of
the Intendant of the province.

Trere are no feudal rights nor noblefle.

It is impoffible to afcertain the quan-
tity of lands granted, without calling on
the claimants to exhibit their titles ; the
regiltry being incomplete, and the maps
made by the different furveyors general
having been burnt in the fires at New-
Otleans of 1788 and 1794. No eftimate
has been obtained. -

Avt the lands on both fides of the Mif-
fifippi, from the diftance of fixteen leagues
below New-Orleans to Baton Rouge, are
granted to the depth of forty acres, or
near half a league, which is the ufual
depth of all grants. Some have double
and triple grants ; that®is to fay, they have
twice or thrice forty acres in depth; and
others have grants extending from the

Miflifippi to the fea or the lakes behind
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them. In other parts of the country the
people, being generally fettled on the

banks of crecks or rivers, have a front of

from fix to forty acres, and the grant al-
moft invariably exprefles a depth of forty
acres.  All the lands ungranted in the i-
fland of New-Orleans, or on the oppofite
bank of the Miffifippi, are {unken, inun-
dated, and at prefent unfit for cultivation ;
but may, in part, be reclaimed at a future
day by efforts of the rich and enterprizing.

CULTIVATION OF SUGAR.

Tre fugar cane may be cultivated be.
tween the river Iberville and the city, on
both fides of the river, and as far back as
the fwamps. Below the city, however,
the lands decline fo rapidly that heyond
fifteen miles the foil is not well adapted
to it.  Above the' Iberville, the cane
would be affeéted by the cold, and its pro-
duce would therefore be uncertain.—
Within thefe limits the beft planters ad-
mit that one quarter of the cultivated lands
of any confiderable plantation may be
planted in cane, one guarter left in pafture,
and the remaining half employed for pro-
vifions, &c. and a relerve for a change

of crops. One Parifian Arpent of one
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nd eighty feet fquare, may be
::;S&r}ee‘il ?0 produc):: on an aveg}ge (.wlt]alveg
hundred weight of fugar, and fifty gallon
Of;‘l:::'m the above data, admitting that
both fides of the river are planted fo:- mvng-.
ty miles in extent and ab_out lhr‘se munl $
of a mile in depth, it will .refunt that the
annual produ& may amount In round gum;‘
bers to twenty five thoufand hogiheads of
{ugar, with twelve thoufand puncheonsro
rum. Enterprizing young planters fay,
that one third, or even one ha}f of the ar?-
ble land, might be planted in cane.f t
may alfo be remarked that a regular l(:ip-
ply of provifions from above, at a mo ::-
rate price, would enable the plantfell' 3
give his attention to a greater body of lan
cultivated with cane. The whole of thefe
lands, as may be fuppofed, are gra'mcd;
but in the Atacapas country, there Is un-
doubtedly a portion, parallel to the fea-
coaft, fit for the culture of the fugar-cane.
There vacant lands are to bc1 found, but
oportion is at prefent unknown.
lhels'r t‘;e above rgmarks., the lands at
Terre aux Beeuf, on the Fourche,‘ ]}ayop
St. Jean, and other inlets of the Miflifippi,
fouth of the latitude fuppoled to divide
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thole which are fit, from thofe which are
unfit, for the cultivation of the cane, have
been entirely kept out of view. Inclu-
ding thefe, and taking one third inftead
of one fourth of the lands fit for fugar, the
produce of the whole would be fifty
thoufand, inftead of twenty-five thoufand,
hogtheads of fugar.

Tak following quantities of fugar, brown,
clayed and refined, have been imported
into the United States from Louifiana and
the Floridas, viz.

In 1799, 778,542 lbs.
1800, 1,500,805
1801, 967,619
1802, 1,576,933

OF THE LAWS.

WHEN the country was firfk ceded to
Spain, the preferved many of the French
regulations, but by almoft imperceptible
degrees they have difappeared, and at
prefent the province is governed entirely
by laws of Spain and the ordinances form-
ed exprefsly for the colony.

COURTS OF JUSTICE.

Twre governors court has a civil and
military jurifdiflion throughout the prov-
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ince. That of the licutenant governor has
the fame extent in civil cafes only. 5

Tuere are two Alcaldes, whofe juri 1c};
tion, civil and criminal, extends throug
the city of New-Orleans and five leagues
around it, where the parties have no fuehro
militar, or military privilege ; (hcljfe who
have can transfer their caufes to the gov-
ernor.

Tue tribunal of the Intendant has cogd-
nizance of admiralty and fifcal cales, an

i brot very

fuch fuits as are quught for the recove !
of money in the king's name or again
him.

"Tuz tribupal of the Alcalde Provin_‘

cial has cognizance of crim'inal caufes,
where offences are committed in the coun-
try, or when the criminal takes refuge there,
and in other fpecified cafes. e
Tur ecclefiaftical tribunal has jurifdic-
tion in all matters refpefling the church.
Tue governor, licutenant governor, Al-

caldes, Indendant, Provincial Alcalde, and *

the Provifor in ecclefiaftical caufes, are
refpe@ively fole judges. All .femences,
affe&ting the life of the culprit, except
thofe of the Alcalde Provincial, muft be
ratified by the fuperior tribunal, or cap-
tain general, according’ to the nature of

e



48 ’ ACCOUNT OF
]

the cafe, before'they are carried into ex.
ecution. The governor has not the pow-
er of pardoning criminals. =~ An auditor
and an affeflor, who are do®ors of law,
are appointed to give counfel to thofe
Judges; but for fome time palt there has
been no affeflor. If the judges do not
confult thofe officers, or do not follow their
opinions they make themfelves refponfible
for their decifions.

Trr commandants of diftrifts have alfo
a lpecies of judicial power. They hear
and determine al pecuniary caufes not ex-
ceeding the value of one hundred dollars.
When the fuit is for a larger fum, they
commence the procefs, colle& the proofs,
and remit the whole to the governor, to
be deceded by the proper tribunal. . They
can infli€ no corporal punithment except
upon flaves ; but they have the power of
arrefting and imprifoning when they think
1t neceflary ; advice of which and their
reafons muft be tran(mitted to the gover-
nor.

Smarr fuits are determined in a fum-
mary way by hearing both parties viva woce ;
but in fuits of great magnitude, the pro-
ceedings are carried on by petition and
reply, replication and rejoinder, reiterated
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until the auditor thinks they have nothing
new to fay. Then all the proofs either
party choofes to adduce are taken before
the keeper of the records of the court,
who is always a notary public. :
Tug parties have now an opportunity of
making their remarks upon the evidence
by way of petition, and bringing forward

" oppofing proofs, When the auditor con-

fiders the caufe as mature, he iflues his
decree, which receives its binding force
from the governor’s fignature, where the
caufe depends before him. ' :
Trere is an appeal to Havanna, if ap-
plied for within five days afier the date of
the decree, in caules above a certain value.
An ulterior appeal lies to the audience
which formerly fat at St. Domingo, but
high is now removed to fome part of

Wit
Cuba, and from thence to the council of
the Indies in Spain. '
Suvirs are of various durations. In pe-
cuniary matters the laws encourage fum-
mary: proceedings.  An execution may bhe
had on a bond in four days, and in the
fame {pace on a mote of hand, after the
party acknowledges it, or after his figna-
ture is proved. Moveable property is fold
after giving ninc days warning, provided
E
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it be three times publicly cried in that in-
terval. Landed property mult be likewife
cried three times, with an interval of three
days between ecach, and it may then be
fold. Al property taken in execution
muft be apprailed. and fold for at leaft
balf of the appi’aif}‘mc'nt. 1. pecuniary mat-
ters the governors decide verbally without
appeal, wben the fum does not exceed
one hundred dollars. The Alcaldes have
the fame privilege, when the amount is
not above twenty dollars.

In addition to thefe courts, four years
ago there were eftablithed four Alcaldes de
barrio, or petty magiftrates, one for each
of the four quariers of the city, with a
view to improve its police. They hear
and decide all demands not exceeding
ten dollars, exercife the power of commit-
ting to prifon, and in cafe of robbery, riot
or aflaflination, they can, by calling on a
notary, take cogrizance of the affair;jbut
when this is done, they are bound to re-
mit the proceedings to fome of the other
judges, and in all cafes whatever, to give
them information when they have com-
mitted any perfon to prifon.

Most of the fuits are on perfonal con-
traéls, rights to dower, inheritances, and
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titles to land. Thofe arifing From perfon-
al quarrels are generally decided in a fum-
mary way. The inhabitants are faid not to
be litigious.

LAWYERS, & COSTS OF THEIR COURTS
. AND THEIR OFFICERS.

Tue number of lawyers is {mall, not ex-
ceeding three or four attorneys. Their
fees are [mall. Suits are carried on in
writings called eferifos, which may be drawn
up by the parties themf(elves, if they pl;afe,
but they muft be prefented by the efcribano
or notary, who is the keeper of the records
of the court.

Tue fees of the judges are twenty-five
cents for every half fignature or flourifh
(which is ufually affixed on common oc-
cafions) fifty cents for every whole figna-
ture, and two dollars and three fourths for
every attendance, as at a fale, or the taking
of evidence.

Tur fees of the Abogado, or perfon
confulted by the judges on law points, are
twelve and a half cents for every leaf of
which the procefs confifts, and four dol-
lars for every point of law cited. Thofe
of the attorney, when employed, are fixty
two and a half cents for a fimple petition
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or efcrito, but if it fhould be neceflary to
read a procefs in order to form his peti-
tion, and it thould require much time and
labour, he is compenfated in proportion,
belidesitwelve and a half cents per leaf
for perufing the papers. For attendance
on any bufinefs he is allowed one dollar
and fifty cents for the affiflance of two and
a half hours. The notary has fifty cents
for each decree or order of the judge,
twenty-five cents for a notification in his
office, and fifiy cents for one out of it,
but within the city ; one dollar and feven
eighths for every attendance of two and
a half hours on bufinefs, and twenty-five
cents additional for every leaf of paper
written by him. ‘
A COUNSELLOR or two have fometimes
refided at New-Orleans, but being gene-
rally found obnoxious to the officers of
the government, they have not continued
there. The counfellor valaes his own
fervices, and in general exafls large fums.
The attorney generally receives from the
party who employs him more than is al-

lowed by law.
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CRIMES, CRIMINAL JURISPRUDENCE, &
PUNISHMENTS.

In cafes of petty crimes the cognizance
of the proper courts may be faid to be fi-
nal and without appeal ; and moft com-
monly fuch canfes are decided in a fum-
mary way. With refpeét to crimes of
deeper dye more folemnity is ufed. SA
perf{on fkilled in the law is always nomina-
ted by the court to defend the accufed.
The trial is not public ; but examinations
and depofitions in writing are taken pris
vately by the auditor at any time" moft
convenient to himfelf, at which neverthe-
lefs the council of the accufed is admitted
to be prefent. = He has alfo every kind of
privilege granted to him in making his de-
fence.
dious and expenfive when he is wealthy.
The condemued is entitled to an appeal
as in civil cales, provided he gives fecuri-
ty for the payment of future cofts. . There
appears, however, to be a virtual appeal
in every capital condemnation, becaufe a
{lay of execution takes place until the con-
firmation of the fentence returns from St.
Jago de Cuba, where there is a grand tribu-
uval eftablifhed, confifting of five judges,

E2

Such fuits are generally very te- .
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before whom counfellors plead as in our
courts.

Crimes of great atrocity are very rare.
Murder by ftabbing feems to be confined
to the Spanifh foldiers and failors. The
terror of the magiltrate’s power reftrains
aflaults, batieries, riots, &ec.

Punisaments are generally mild. They
moftly confift of imprifonment and pay-
ment of cofts, fometimes the tocks. White
men, not military, are rarely, perhaps nev-
¢r, degraded by whipping; and in no cale
do any fines go into the public treafury.
Murder, arfon, and aggravated robbery
of the king’s treafury or effeéls, are punifh-
ed with death. Robbery of private per-
fons to any amount is never punithed with
death, but by reflitution, imprifonment,
and fometimes enormous cofts.  Crimes
againft the king’s revenue, fuch as contra-
band trade, are punifhed with hard labour
for life, or a term of years, on board the
gallies, in the mines, or on the public works.

LEARNING.

Tuere are no colleges, and but one
public {chool, which is at New-Orleans.
The mafters of this are paid by the king.
They teach the Spanifh language only.
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There are a few private f{chools for chil-
dren. Not more than half of the inhabi--
tants are fuppofed to be able to read and
write, of whom not more than two hundred,
perhaps, are able to do it well. In general
the learning of the inhabitants does not ex-
tend beyond thofe two arts ; though they
feem to be endowed with a good natural
genius, and an uncommon facility of learn-
ing whatever they undertake.

THE CHURCH.

Tue clergy confifis of a bifhop, whe
does not refide in the province, and whofe
falary of four thoufand dollars is charged
on the revenue of certain bifhopricks in
Mexico and Cuba ; two canons, having
each a falary of fix hundred dollars; and
twenty-five curates, five for the city of
New-Orleans, and twenty for as many coun-
try parifhes, who receive each from three
hundred and fixty to four hundred and
eighty dollars a year.  Thofe falaries, ex-
cept that of the bifhop, together with an
allowance for facritans and chapel expen-
fes, are paid by the treafury at New-Or-
leans, and amount annpually to thirteen
thoufand dollars.




56 ACCOUNT OF

TrERE is alfo at that place a convent of
Urlulines, to which is aitached about a
thoufar_)d acres of land, rented out in three
plantations. The nuns are now in number
not more than ten or twelve, and are all
French. There were formerly about the
fame number of Spanith ladies belongin
to the Qrder; but they retired to Havalf
na during the period when it was expetted
that the province would be transferred to
France. The remaining nuns receive youn
ladlqs as boarders, and inftru@ them i§
reading, writing, and needle-work,

Tuey have always afted with great pro-
priety and are gencrally refpefled and be.
loved throughout the province, With the
affiftance of an annual allowance of fix hun.
dred dollars from the treafury, they always
tupport and educate twelve female orphans.

OF THE OFFICERS OF GOVERNMENT.,
}, Tmi) officers who are merely judicial
fave een already mentioned, and there-
o;e_fomf; of them will be altogether omit-
ted in this place, The executive officers

?‘ppoimed by the governor, for cach divi-
ton of the province, and called Command-

ants, are generally taken f)
are. rom the a
the militia, it

When the fettlement is {mall,
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foe relpe@able charaler is appointed o
a civil command, and the miliiia officer bas
the dire@ion of . the military matters.—
Where there is a garrifon, the commandant
is fub delegate of the intendant, and draws
upon him for all expenfes incurred. In
that cale he has the charge of all matters
relating to the revente, within his diftrict.
Tue duty of commandants is o {uperin-
tend the police, preferve the peace of the
diftri&, examine the palfports of wavellers,
and to fuffer no firangers to fettle within
the limits of their command, without regu-
lar leave obtained from government. They
are to prevent fmuggling, to certify that ail
lands petitioned for by the inbabitants, are
vacant before they are granted, and when
required put the owner in pofleflion. They
are befides notaries public, and in their
offices it is neceffary to regifter all fales of
lands and flaves, and even to make the
contrafts for thofe purpofes before them.
They a&t as fheriffs, levy executions oo
property, attend and certify the fale, and
colle&t the proceeds. They alfo take in-
ventories of the property of intcftates.
By an ordinance of Baron Carondelet, Syn-
dies are eftablithed every three leagues,
who are fubordinate to the commandant,
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decide fmall caules, and have the police of
roads, levies, travellers and’ negroes.

Tue officers of the general government
are the following : BRefide his judicial pow-
ers, the Governor is chief of the army and
militia, and the head of the civil govern-
ment. He is alfo prefident of the Cabildo,
or Provincial council. He appoints and
removes at pleafure the commandants of
diftri€ts. He appoints the officers of the
militia, who are neverthelefs commiffioned
by the king, and he recommends military
officers for preferment, He is {uperinten-
dant of ‘Indian affairs. He promulgates
ordinances for the good government and
improvement of the province ; but he has
no power to affefs taxes upon the inhabi-
tants without their confent.  Until the year
1798, he poflefled the fole power of grant-
ing lands ; but it then paffed into the hands
of the intendant.

Tue Cabildo is an hereditary council of
twelve chofen originally from the moft
wealthy and refpe&able families, The gov-
ernor prefides over their meetings. . Their
office 1s very honourable, but it is acquired
by purchafe. They have a right to repre-

Aentyand even to remonfirate to the gover-
nory 10 refped to the interior government

f‘
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of the province. The police of the cxlty
is under their controul and dlre&io‘nf. In
it they regulate the aquHIOH of phy 1ct;anss
and furgeons to praftice. Two mem erd
of the Cabildo ferve by turn mon.thly,r an

take upon themfelves the 1mmedme{)L g
.rintendance of markets, bakers, re?ts-,
bridges, and the general police of the fny?
This council diftributes among 1ts mem )er.:
{everal important offices, fuch as A!{;uay

Mavor, or High Sheriff, Alcalde Plov]m[-t
éial, Procureur Genf:.ral, &c.  The la

mentioned is a very important charlge.h—
The perfon who holds it is not mcr?y tts
king’s attorney, but an officer peculiar ;

the civil law. He does not a!ways pro;-
cute; butafter conviltion he indicates the
punithment annexed by law to the cnmhe,
and which may be, and is mx.ngated by t_ﬂe
court. Like the chancellor, in the Englifh
fyftem, he is the curator and the protetior

of orphans, &c. and finally, he is the ex--

pounder of the privileges belonging to the

st
i : cufer
town, province or colony, and the ac

of every public officer that infringes them.
The Cabildo is alfo vefted with a [pecies
of judicial authority.

%HE Intendant is chief of the depart-
ments of finance and commerce, and exer-

BRSNS
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cifes the /judicial powers already mention.
ed. He 1is endrely independent of the
governor, and no public monies can be if-
fued without his exprefls order. The land
office is under his dire&ion.

Tue Contador, Treafurer and Interven-
tor, are officers fubordinate to the Inten-
dant. The firft has four clerks under him,
and keeps all accounts and documents ref-
petting the receipt and expenditure of the
revenue, and is therefore a check upon the
Intendant. The treafurer is properly no
more than a cafhier, and 1s allowed one
clerk. The Interventer fuperintends all
public purchafes and bargains. The Ad-
miniftrator is alfo {ubordinate to the Inten-

_dant, and, with a number of inferior offi-
cers, manages every thing refpeéling the
cuftom-houfe. Every clerk in thefe of-
fices receives his commiffion from the
king.

Ture Auditor is the king’s counfel, who
is to furnifh the governor with legal ad-
vice in all cafes of judicial proceedings,
whether civil or military.

Tuzr Afleflor's funélions are fimilar. to

thofe of the Auditor, and are properly ap- |

plicable to the Intendant’s department.
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Boru of the officers laft mentioned are
alfo the counfellors of fome of the other
tribunals, as before intimated.

A Secretary of the government, and
another of the intendency.

A Surveyor-General.

A Harbour Mafter.

A Store-Keeper, who takes charge of
all public moveable property.

An Interpreter of the French and Span-
ith languages, and a number of other infe-
rior officers.

ALr appointments in the province with a
falary of more than thirty dollars per month,
are made by the king, and moft of thofe
with a lower falary, by the governor or in-
tendant, as belongs to their refpe@ive de-
partments. There are no officers chofen
by the people.

Tue falaries and perquifites of the prin-
cipal officers are as follows :

Governor, annually,

6,000 p. falary, 2,000 p. requifises.

Intendant, 4,000 none

Anuditor, 2,000 2,000

Contador, 2,000 none

A ffeflor, 1,900 1,000

L'reafurer, 1,200 nene

Adminiftrator, 1,200 none

vecret, of government, 6oo 2,000 5
i iy 5
T'ur commandants of diftri@s receive

each 100 dollars from the king annually,
F
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unlefs they are poffefled of a military em-
ployment or penfion.

TAXES AND DUTIES.

Insteap of paying local taxes, each in-
habitant is bound to make and repair roads,
bridges, and embankments, through his own
land.

A duty of fix per cent. is payable at the
cuftom-houfe, on the transfer of fhipping.
It is afcertained upon the fum, the buyer
and feller declare to be the real confidera-
tion. As no oath is required from either,
they feldom report more than half the
price. §
Tue following taxes are alfo payable in
the Province : ;

Two per cent. on legacies and inheri-
tances, coming from collaterals and ex-
ceeding 2,000 dollars. ;

Four per cent. on legacies, given to
perfons who are not relatives of the teftator.

A tax on civil employment, the falaries
of which exceed goo dollars annually, cal-
led media annata, amounting to half of the
firlt year’s falary. By certain officers, it is
to be paid in two annual inftalments, and
by others in four. The firft perfon ap-
* pointed to a newly created office pays noth-
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ing, but the tax is levied on all who fuc-
ceed him.

Seven dollars is dedu&ed from the fum
of 20 paid as pilotage by every veflel en-
tering or leaving the Miflifippi; but the
treafury provides the boats, and pays the
{alary of the pilots and failors employed at
the Balize. The remainder of the 20 dol-
lars is thus diftributed :—To the head pilot
4—to the pilot who is in the veflel 4—and
5 to the crew of the row-boat, that goes out
to put the pilot on board, or take him
afhore.

A tax of 40 dollrrs per annum for licen.
ces to fell liquors.

A tax on certain places when fold, fuch
as thofe of Regidor, Notary, Attorney, &c.

Bur the principal tax is that of 6 per
cent. levied on all imports and exports, ac-
cording to a lowTariff. The net proceeds of
which are about 120,000 dollars, whilft ail
the other taxes are faid not to yield more
than 5 or 6 thoufand dollars annually.

EXPENSES AND DEBT.

TaEe expenfes of the prefent government,
comprehending the pay and fupport of the
regiment of Louifiana, part of a battalion
of the regiment of Mexico, a2 company of
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dragoons, and one of artillery, which form
the garrifon of the country, including Mo-
bile ; the repairs of public buildings and
fortifications; the maintainance of a few
gallies to convey troops and ftores through-
out the province ; Indian prefents, and fal-
aries of ‘officers, clergy, and perfons em-
ployed for public purpofes; amounts to a-
bout 650,000 dollars. A fum in fpecie,
which does not generally exceed 400,000
dollars, is annually fent from Vera Cruz;
but this, together with the amount of duties
and taxes collefted in the province, leaves
ufually a deficiency of one hundred or one
hundred and fifty thoufand dollars, for
which certificates are iffued to the perfons
who may have furnifhed fupplies, or to of-
ficers and workmen for their falaries.—
Hence a debt has accumulated, which, it is
faid, amounts at prefent to about 450,000
dollars. It bears no interet, and is now
depreciated 30 per cent. The latter cir-
cumftance has taken place, not from want
of confidence in the eventual payment of
the certificates ; but from the uncertainty
of the time when, and the want and gene-
ral value of fpecie. The whole of thig

debt 'is faid to be due to the inhabitants,
It would have

and to American refidents.
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been long fince paid off, but for a diver-
fion of the funds, deftined for that par-
pofe, to different and external objeéts.

IMPORTS AND EXPORTS.

Tur produltions of Louifiana are—fu-
gar, cotton, indigo, rice, furs and peltry,
lumber, tar, pitch, lead, flour, horfes and
cattle.  Population alone is wanting to
multiply them to an aftonithing degree.
The {oil is fertile, the climate falubrious,and
the means of communication between moft
parts of the province certain,and by water.

Tue following has been received as a
fketch ofthe prefent exports of Louifiana,viz.

Dollars.
20,000 bales of cotton, of - £
3 cwt. each, at 2o eents & 1,344,000 increafing.
per lb.

4,500 catks of fugar, 10

cwt. each,at 6 cts. per Ib.

8co do. molaffes, 100 gal-

} 302,400 ditto.

} 32,000 ditto.

lons each, y
3 Z diminifhing

Indigo, .oo,ooo} rapidly.
Peltry, 200,000
Lumber, 80,000
Lead, corn, horfes and cat-

tle uncertain, :
All other articles, fuppofe = 100,000

2,158,400

o A ARG
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Accorpine to official returns in the
Treafury of the United States, there were
imported into our territory from Louifiana
and the Floridas, merchandize in the fol-
lowing amounts, in the feveral years pre-
fixed :

Dollars.

In 1799 to the value of 507,132

1800 904,322

1801 056,635
1802 1,000,214 /

Accorpine to the fame authority, which
makes the total of the exports to amount
t0 2,153,000 dollars, the imports in mer-
chandize, plantation-utenfils, flaves, &c.
amount to two and an half millions, the
difference being made up by the money
introduced by the government, to pay the
expenfes of governing and proteéling the
colony.

AccorpiNg to the returns in the Trea-
fury of the United States, exports have
been made to Louifiana and the Floridas,
to the following amount in the years pre-
fixed :

In 1799 to the value of
3,056,268 in foreign articles,
447,824 in domeftic do.

Dellars 3,504,092
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1,795,127 in forcign‘articles.
In 1800 { 240,662 in domefic do.

Dollars 2,035,789
In 1801 {I’Z

Dgllars 1,907,998

70,794 in foreign articles.
37,204 in domeftic do.

54 in foreign articles.”
T ihes {1,05 1,600 in foreign articles.

170,110 in domeitic do.
Dollars 152245710

It is to be obferved, that if the total of
the imports and exports into and from thele

_provinces (of which the two Floridas are

but a very unimportant part with refpect
to both) be as above luppoled, viz.

Imports, 2,500,000 Dollars.
Exports, 2,158,000
Making together, 4,658,000

Tus duty of fix per cent. ought alone
to produce the giofs fum of two hundred
and feventy-nine thoufand four hundred and
eighty dollars ; and that the difference be-
tween that fam and its a&tual net produce,
arifes ‘partly from the imperfet wriff, by
which the value of merchandize is afcer-

.
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tained, but principally from the fmuggling,
which is openly countenartced by moft of
the revenue officers.

MANUFACTURES.

Trere are but few domeftic manufac-

tures. The Acadians manufaure a liitle
cotton into quilts and cottonades ; and in
the remote parts of the province the poor-
er planters {pin and weave fome negro
cloths of cotton and wool mixed. There
is one machine for fpinning cotton in the
parith of lberville, and another in-the Op-
eloufas; bat they do little or nothing. In
the city, befides the trades ablolutely ne-
cellary, there is a confiderable manufac-
ture of cordage, and fome f{mall ones of
fhot and hair powder. There are likewife
in, and within a few leagues of the town,
twelve diftilleries for making taffin, which
are faid to diftil annually a very confidera-
ble quantity; and one fugar refinery, faid
to make abolut 200,000 |bs. of loaf fugar.

NAVIGATION EMPLOYED INTHE TRADE
OF THE PROVINCE.

In the year 1802, there entered the

Mffifippi two hundred and fixty-eight vel-

iels of all defcriptions, eighteen ‘of which
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were public.armed veffels, and the remain-
der ierchantmen, as follows, viz.
American.  Spanifb. French.

Ships, 48 i =
Brigs, 63 17 1
Polacres, - 4 5
Schooners, 50 61 *
Sloops, 9 I =

Total, 170 97 E

Or the number of American veflels,
twenty-three fhips, twenty-five brigs, nine-
teen {chooners, and five floops, came in
ballaft ; the remainder were wholly or in
part laden.

Five Spanith fhips and feven {chooners
came in ballaft. The united tonnage of
all the fhipping that entered the river, ex-
clufive of the public armed veflels was

.725 regifter tons.

33['{\1 ?he §{Z‘ame year, there fai!ed from f}]e
Miffifippi two hundred and fixty five fail,
viz. -

American. in ballafi. Tonsa
Ships, 40 I 8,072
Brigs, 58 7,546
Sch’rs, 52 4,346
Sleops, 8 519

358 21,383




Grand Total, 265 Sail.
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Spanif. in ballaft. Tons.
Ships, 18 3714
Brigs, 22 b 1,944
Sch’rs, 58 3,747
Sloops, 3 1 108
Polacres, 3 1 240
104 9:753
French. Tons.
Sch’rs, 3 10§
Total. Tons.
Americans, 158 21,383
Spanith, 104 9753
French, 3 10§

31,2417 ons.

Tre tonnage of the veflels which went
away in ballaft, and that of the public arm-
ed fhips, are not included in the foregoing
account ; thefe latterscarried away mafts,
yards, {pars, pitch, tar, &c. at lealt 1,000
tons.

Iy the firlk fix months of the prefent
year, there entered the Miflifippi 173
fail, of all nations, four of which were
public armed veflels, viz. two French
and two Spanifh, whofe tonnage is not
enumerated.
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Anir. Tons.  Spanifhs Tons.  Frenck. Tons.

Ships, 23 5,396 14 - 3,080 5 ncoz
Brigs, 44 5,701 20 53 2,095 8 878
Polacres, - - 3 240 2 4,§.6
Sch’rs, 22 1,899 18 ' 1,187 7 488

Sloops, 4 278 3 197 =

93 13,274 58 6877 22 2,804

Total of Ships. Total of Tons.
Anmerican, 93 13,274
Spanifh, 58 6.877
French, 22 2,604

173 22,955 Tons.,

In the fam;ﬁ; months l’:t:r_@__!:liICd from
the Miffifippi one hundred and fifty-fix vef-
fels, viz.

American. Spanifl. French.
Ships, 21 i 2
Brigs, 28 31 1
Polacres, - 4 -
Schooners, 17 26 5
Sloops, 2 1 =
68 8o 8

COASTING TRADE.

Tuere is a confiderable coafling trade
from  Penfacola, Mobile, and the creeks
and rivers falling into, and in the necigh
bourhood ' of lake Pontchartrain, from
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whence New-Orleans is principally fupa
plied with thip timber, charcoal, lime,
pitch and tar, and partly with cattle, and
the places before named are fupplied with
articles of foreign growth and produce in
the fame way from New-Orleans. The vef.
fels employed are {loops and fchooners,
fome of which are but half decked, from
eight to fifty tons; five hundred of which, 4
Jncludmo their repeated voyages, and 13
gallies and gun-boats, entered the Bayou
S Jean lalt year. There is likewile a
{mall coafting trade between the Ataca-
pas and Opeloufas, and New-Orleans,
bv way of the Balize, which would much
increafe if there was any encouragement
glven bv government to clear away a few
obﬂrué‘uom, chiefly caufed by fallen tim-
ber, in the fmall rivers ana creeks leading
to them.




