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Q: Today is October 27, 2004. This is an interview with Ambassador, is it Ronald?
GODARD: Ronald, or Ron, | prefer Ron.

Q: And middle initial?

GODARD: D as in David, but it's Dwight.

Q: G-O with two Ds?

GODARD: One D in the middle.

Q: G-O-D-A-R-D. Ok. What does that mean in French, do you know?

GODARD: I think it's actually taken from German, and it means godly. Old name, it exists
in German, English, and the French version is ours.
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Q: And this is being done on behalf of the Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training,
and I'm Charles Stewart Kennedy. Let's begin. When and where were you born?

GODARD: | was born in Anadarko, Oklahoma, July the eighth, 1942.

Q: Better spell that.

GODARD: A-N-A-D-A-R-K-O. It's the name supposedly of an Indian princess.
Q: Where is that in Oklahoma?

GODARD: Central Oklahoma, just southwest of Oklahoma City and a big center of Indian
reservations, and it's the site every year of a big powwow with various tribes. They have
conferences, they have dances, show their handicrafts, that sort of thing. | was born there
just by accident really. My dad is, or was, an oil field worker; he was a driller. They moved
all over Oklahoma, and at that point there must have been some strikes in that area. He
was in with a crew to work on a rig and | was born in a hospital there in Anadarko. We
didn't live there very long, we moved on. Our base in Oklahoma during that period when |
was just a baby and growing up was Wellston, Oklahoma. We built our home there.

Q: Where did the Godard side of the family come from?

GODARD: A distant relative of mine has traced us back to Patrick Henry County in
Virginia. The Godards were small farmers. Patrick and Henry have now separated, there's
now two counties. I'm not sure which one we're from, Patrick County or Henry County,

but they were small farmers and they moved. It's an interesting example of the westward
movement of the American people. They left Virginia and moved on to White County,
Tennessee. They moved in a group of brothers, so there were lots of Godards in White
County, Tennessee at one point. Then they moved on down to the northwestern corner of
Arkansas, around a little village called Clifty, Arkansas. They were always small farmers,
always looking for more free land they could claim.
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Then, finally, they moved on to Oklahoma, in the same pattern. They moved from White
County, Tennessee down to Arkansas, as a bunch of brothers. There's a large colony

of Godards down there. The little cemetery in Clifty is just full of my ancestors. Several
brothers, who were dirt farmers, then moved on to Lincoln County, Oklahoma; that's where
my family home is. There's a little cemetery outside of Wellston called Rossville Cemetery,
a short distance from where the two farms that my mother and my father's family grew up
on. They were adjoining farms. My mother and father knew each other from childhood. Her
family had immigrated from Mississippi.

Q: Did you know much about where they came from?

GODARD: Calhoun County, Mississippi but we haven't really done the genealogical work
tracing it back. Maybe a two or three generations lived in Mississippi. The Godards seem
to have been the experimental, adventurous kind. They were always part of that western
expansion.

Q: Your mother and father knew each other from adjoining farms and all that. Given the
times and the type of work, how much education did they have?

GODARD: | think Mother and Daddy both got through about the sixth grade. They married
young and started having children. I'm from a family of four. My dad was caught up in the
Depression of course, and it hit Oklahoma pretty hard as you know. Everybody went to
California, a lot of folks did from our neighborhood in the Wellston area. But Daddy started
working in the oll field at that point, had to leave the farm. He had leased a farm and

had to abandon that. The Depression era went on into World War Il. Dad was exempted
from military service because the petroleum industry was a critical industry. He continued
working hard his whole life until he finally retired. He was with the same company for some
40 years | think.

Q: Both hard work and rather dangerous work, too.
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GODARD: That's right. He was very fortunate he didn't get injured, but he had many
people who worked for him on his crew at various times that had pretty severe accidents.

Q: Again, you were born when?
GODARD: In 1942, just after the war broke out.

Q: What about as a kid growing up? | take it the Depression was the big thing that really
affected the day wasn't it? The Depression was over but folk memory did last.

GODARD: Certainly it was alive in my father's memory and there were tough times

for small farmers in that area. Daddy grew up in a family tradition of being staunch
Republicans. This dates back to the abolition, to the period of the civil war when family
tradition has it that some of my ancestors were actually strung up because they were
abolitionists. There was sort of a blur of warfare going on in that Missouri, Arkansas area.
It was really bloody. So Dad had that kind of Civil War impetus behind his politics and to
wit the county they moved to in Oklahoma was Lincoln County. | don't think that was any
accident. | think that may have stemmed from the people who settled there. It was a time
when the Depression was very vivid for him. | remember his great antipathy, for instance,
towards the Roosevelt administration.

He was a very proud man and one of the most humiliating things he ever had to do, at one
point was to work on one of these WPA projects from the Works Progress Administration.
That was really bitter for my father, because he'd always managed one way or the other.
Theirs was not a pretty poor working class family, and that sort of thing. They were very
independent people used to standing on their own two feet. Those impressions were part
of my understanding and memories of not only the Depression era, but also of World War
I, the Greatest Generation, the movies about the war and the heroism and defeating the
Axis menace and that sort of thing.
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Q: Did you grow up in Oklahoma more or less?

GODARD: For the most part. We moved around, as | said, all over Oklahoma, because
my dad was transferred frequently. As he got older he needed to do something besides
being a driller on a crew on an oil well. So the company, as | said he'd been with them
many years, same company, Kerr-McGee, they transferred my father to the production
department. He was sent out to Odessa, Texas. This was when | was in the ninth grade.
Daddy was in charge of what's called a pumper. He was in charge of a number of
producing wells, making sure the battery and tanks were at a certain level. Keeping them
in good order. So from the ninth grade on | became a Texan instead of an Oklahoman and
spent the rest of my life in Texas.

Q: Let's talk about the time you were in Oklahoma. What was it like growing up as a kid of
a blue collar family in the post-war period?

GODARD: It was tough. We moved from a lot of little towns. There was one year where |
went into about five different schools. Some of these were very short jobs. Distance was
all over Oklahoma, a little bit of Kansas, and in parts of Texas, but mostly in Oklahoma
during the boom back then. So my memory, up until we moved out to Odessa, is short
intervals in schools. There were little country schools in many cases, where they had
these tight knit little farm families. So, everybody takes a measure of you and | found
myself having to just fight a little bit and getting in situations where, even though I'm a
peaceful type, | had to stand up for myself. In each little town there were things that were
redeeming about them. | always seemed to make a couple of good friends and so forth,
and so it wasn't that we were shunned as transients or anything. It was just difficult being
an outsider. | remember the pain of having to move again after you finally get yourself
established. You're maybe looking forward to the next year, when you can go out for
football and you can do the things you do as a youngster, in junior and high school, and
in elementary school. But then you move, and you start all over again, building your
relationships. There were always rural type communities, there was some sort of tie to the
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land. Many of the people that | knew had connections with the soil in one way or the other
when | was growing up. Mostly the only time we lived in a fairly large city was one short

period we were in Oklahoma City. | didn't go to school when we were in Oklahoma City. It
was just a summer period and other than that, we were in small towns all over Oklahoma.

Q: What about your church? Was there a unifying sort of church experience or not?

GODARD: Not really. Mother and Daddy both came from fundamentalist, | guess Baptist,
probably, background, but neither one of them were church goers. They certainly were
Christians and believers, but they didn't talk much about it and were not into organized
religion in any way. However, | was sent to Sunday school. So, | remember that in each
town I'd be dropped off or sent off if | could walk; | had to go to Sunday school.

My parents, with their limited education and social experience, were very shy people.
They were very family oriented and had close ties to their families. Our little unit of six,
my brother and two sisters and myself and my folks were very close, there wasn't much
outside that for my parents except work. My dad was a popular fellow to work for in the oil
business. He never had trouble recruiting a crew to take on a new job, but he wasn't into
organizations at all. | don't remember a single organization. It was very tough on Daddy if
| was playing football in junior high school and we had a dad's night. It was very tough for
my dad to go to that sort of function, it wasn't the sort of thing that he was into.

Q: We'll move over to Odessa in a minute, but what about prior to that, what kind of
education were you getting?

GODARD: Catch as catch can. I'd find myself coming into situations where it was stuff I'd
already learned. Then there was stuff that was too advanced, | hadn't had the background.
Somehow | missed Roman Numerals. | never learned the Roman Numerals. And there
were other things like that. But somewhere along the line, as | moved around, | discovered
a library, a community library. | forget which town it was; it might have been Sarah,
Oklahoma, where | went down and | started reading. Growing up as a young man, and
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partly because of my farm roots, | was absolutely enthralled with horses. | just had to
have a horse, and | loved horses. | started reading, of all things, the Walter Farley books.
| guess it must have been when | was in fifth or sixth grade | read all of them. I've now
collected all of them.

Q: What were the Farley books?
GODARD: That's the Black Stallion series.

Q: Oh, the Black Stallion series. Because | think of people with dogs, all the Pace and
Terhune.

GODARD: I was into that too. All these collie books. | liked dogs as well. | read lots of
those, but My Friend Flicka, Thunderhead, all kinds of horse stories. And then the whole
Black Stallion series, other books like that. Some guys got into detective stories and Hardy
Boys, | was into horses.

Q: Did you ever get a horse?

GODARD: Nope, never did. That was a project. It was tough for me. The last place we
lived in Oklahoma was Lindsay, Oklahoma, where | was very happy. My brother had also
gone to school there, he had been a big football star there and | sort of followed in his
footsteps and had a nice circle of friends. Then we moved again to Texas and my folks
said, “We'll get you a horse when we get out there, maybe we can arrange to do that,” so |
was a little more consoled by the move. But we never got around to getting me a horse; it's
a pretty unpractical thing to do.

Q: How long were you in Odessa?
GODARD: This was ninth grade, | would have been what, 14?

Q: So basically Odessa took high school for you.
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GODARD: That's right. | started out in junior high and then went on to high school.
Q: What was Odessa like in those days?

GODARD: Odessa's an oil town, not much of anything else. It's right out there in west
Texas, right next to Midland, where the president grew up and where Laura Bush is from.
Midland is kind of a white collar town and Odessa is sort of blue collar folks, folks who
worked for the folks in Midland.

Q: My brother was an executive at an oil well surveying company called Schlumberger in
Midland and he knew the Bushes and all that. My nephews played with the Bush kids.

GODARD: My wife has a very good friend to whose mother's kindergarten Laura Bush
went when she was growing up. In fact, that's mentioned in Laura Bush's biography. While
we were there, his father came originally to Odessa for a little while. Odessa is also the
home of this movie Friday Night Lights that's playing in the theaters now. It's based on a
book about the football team at Permian High School. Permian is the home of the Permian
Panthers and they consistently had superb football teams, quadruple A division in Texas. |
went to Odessa High School. Permian was a new high school that was created my senior
year, they divided the student body of Odessa at that stage. Odessa had previously had
pretty good football teams, but after that we never were quite the football power that
Permian was. A reporter from the Philadelphia Inquirer came out to do a story about Texas
football. It is a real obsession of folks who grow up out there. In Odessa they had built this
professional football-type stadium. | forget how many people it held. Could it be 50,0007
That's too many. But it is a huge stadium for their high school football team. The reporter
did an expose. My wife and | recognized some of the names of people that he had talked
to. My father-in-law who lived in Odessa during that period knew a lot of the people that he
interviewed.
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Q: By this time, what sort of education were you getting? What interests did you have in
high school?

GODARD: History interested me. | discovered libraries. | also branched out and went
beyond horses and into a lot of other things. | got very interested in history and particularly
in English history; | also became an avid fan of biographies of the various monarchs of
Europe. | did a great deal of reading. There was a very good library system in Odessa,
and, early on, | plugged into that and checked out big stacks of books and read avidly.
Then | guess it was in my junior year in high school that | had a history teacher, who was
quite an amazing woman, Mary Jane Gentry. She took me under her wing and got me to
join the history club at high school. | undertook some research at that point and wrote a
paper on a local historical site. There was a big meteor crater right outside of Odessa. |
wrote a little piece on that. | also wrote a piece on the history of the Monahan sand hills,
which is a geological obstacle in the western migration; there's lots of Indian artifacts and
wagon trains and whatever out there. Mary Jane took me to a national convention and to
a state convention of the club, and | read a paper before the state convention in Austin,
Texas. She had been an exchange teacher in England herself, and she discovered in

me a student who knew a hell of a lot about the English monarchy, and she was very
surprised. She really enjoyed talking to me about that, and she shared a lot of other books
from her library with me. That set me on my course as | grew up in high school; | decided
that what | wanted to do was to become a history teacher.

Q: | take it that around the dinner table at home there wasn't much of a discussion about
world events and things of this nature.

GODARD: Not really. I was sort of an oddball in that way. | was very bookish, and very
early had to explore outside my home to feed my intellectual interest. | was very fortunate
in having a very loving mother and father, who would do anything for me and did anything
for me and my future education; but, their interests were much different from mine. My
older brother and sister were quite a bit older. My younger sister is only two years younger
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than me, but my brother is 10 years older than | and my older sister 12 years older than
[, so they were pretty much out of the house when | was entering into this stage of my
life. But, | developed a circle of friends that had similar interests in Odessa. | did a lot of
reading on my own..

Q: I think from all of this, if you look at it, an awful lot of your education essentially
came from reading by yourself. How Texan did you become? Texas education is pretty
nationalistic. Did you get very Texan about things?

GODARD: Oh yeah. | developed a pride in the state. One of the things | missed was
Texas history. | got there right after you had to take Texas history, so | picked that up
through my private reading a little bit. But, it is a state with a unique perspective. It's got
a lot to offer in terms of what is contained within its boundaries, and we're quite proud of
what we've accomplished over the years. | guess | didn't become a chauvinist; but, later
on when | left Texas and ran into people from other parts of the country for the first time, |
certainly wasn't shy about my origins, and was probably a little bit obnoxious about it.

Q: What about the outside world? You were in high school during the late '60s or so?
GODARD: I graduated from high school in 1960. It was the '50s.

Q: The Cold War was really beginning to crank up and kids were ducking under desks for
nuclear drills and all that. Were you getting much about the Soviet Union, Europe, Asia
and all that?

GODARD: | remember growing up with the fear of nuclear annihilation being a very real
thing. | remember all these little schools doing the duck and hide exercises under your
desk and so forth. Lots of folks were building bomb shelters in their backyards - that sort
of thing. That wasn't too unusual in Oklahoma, because it's tornado alley. Many was the
night when my dad would be on a night shift and my mother would be taking the children
in the rain to a cellar somewhere by herself. That was a vivid memory of my childhood.
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| remember worrying a lot at various stages about nuclear war. It was always sort of a
dark cloud hanging over us. If everything else was going well, then what about nuclear
annihilation. | very vaguely remember riding with my parents at night, | think we were going
back to Wellston to visit some relatives, and over the radio was the news of Stalin's death.
| was just a kid in the back seat, but | thought that was the opening of something wonderful
and new for the future. Of course it didn't exactly pan out that way, but he had been sort

of the personification of the threat to us. | didn't travel outside of Texas or Oklahoma when
| was growing up. The first time | really left the area was when | went off for Peace Corps
training after | got out of college. | took Spanish in both high school and junior college in
Odessa. My first two years of college were junior college there. So Spanish was one way
of introducing a little bit of the international dimension to my life, but | had a pretty insular
upbringing.

Q: What about African Americans or Hispanics? Were they much of your universe or not?

GODARD: Not really. Growing up there was a sprinkling of Hispanics in my school. There
were no African Americans in Odessa, and certainly not in Oklahoma. There were neither
Hispanics nor African Americans. In none of the schools do | ever remember seeing a
minority quite frankly. | didn't know many Catholics.

Q: Any Jews?

GODARD: There was one fella that was Jewish, whom | met in Odessa. But, pretty much
everyone that | came into contact with while growing up were white Anglo-Saxon type
Protestants.

Q: Were you exposed much to the media? | would think that local papers would not be
filled with international news or anything like that.

GODARD: Our hometown paper in Odessa was so conservative that it was against public
education. Odessa was the county seat of Ector County. You may remember, there was
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a general who was drummed out while he was in Germany. General, Taylor | think. He
was in the John Birch Society and was drummed out because he was indoctrinating the
troops. Edwin Taylor came back and ran for governor, when he got back to Texas. Ector
County was the only county he carried in the gubernatorial election. So it was very, very
conservative environment. The newspaper, the Odessa American, was great for local
news. | got my picture in the paper a couple of times for student activities. They actually
published my article on the Monahan sand dunes.

Q: What were the politics?
GODARD: Very conservative, as | say.
Q: Was it conservative Democratic or conservative Republican?

GODARD: Back in those days, Texas was still pretty much universally a Conservative
Democratic state. Republicans were sort of an oddity at that stage and everybody in office
was pretty much a Democrat.

Q: Was TV making an impact? Walter Cronkite, was that something you watched?

GODARD: I did. Not regularly. We, of course, had a television like everybody else, but |
don't remember as | was growing up at home, making a habit of watching the nightly news.
| did read newspapers and | read the news in the newspapers, but | didn't rely on radio or
television for information.

Q: Extracurricular activities at high school?

GODARD: The history book club. I played football up until my sophomore year, when |
dropped it because | just wasn't interested anymore. | got into playing tennis, but not as
a school activity. It was mainly the history club. Then, toward the end, | started working
at the library as well. They got to know me so well that it seemed a natural progression to
start working there. | worked there in the summers and then they wanted me to continue
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during school, so | worked there after school. My junior and senior year | was already
working part-time.

Q: You graduated in 1960. Where were you headed?

GODARD: We had limited funds, so | went on to Odessa College. It was a very good little
liberal arts school. It's evolved a little bit now. They developed the vocational aspect a bit
more. But, back then, it was quite a good liberal arts school. What | wanted to be, inspired
by Mary Jane Gentry, was a history teacher. | was setting off to get a degree in history
and eventually become a professor. That's what | wanted to do, at a university. But, in the
meantime, | was going to teach high school because | didn't have any money. | knew it
would take a long time. But then, | took a couple of education courses when | was in junior
college and they turned me off so badly | just dropped it. | started taking more history and
more English courses, and | did well at those. When | was a freshman was the first time

| came to life academically. | was in the honor society both years, and did very well. I'd
never been good in math or sciences particularly, but | excelled in biology. My teacher,
whom I'd known from high school, moved up to teach in the college. She actually wanted
me to go into medicine; but, | still had the history thing in mind, but not to teach in high
school.

Q: What was it about the education courses that turned you off?

GODARD: A lot of theory didn't seem to have any practical application. They just seemed
awfully theoretical. If they had dealt in children, the psychological process and learning
and stuff like that, | probably would have gotten interested in it. But, back then, it just
seemed that the courses were so airy and ungrounded in any practical application, |
couldn't get a handle on it.

Q: Once you learn not to accept theories, it's a good way to become a real diplomat, right?

Interview with Ambassador Ronald D. Godard http://www.loc.gov/item/mfdipbib001556



Library of Congress

GODARD: So what | did was | knocked their socks off in English history. One of the
questions that they asked in one of my courses, and this was a final exam, was, “Name
all of the kings and queens of England from William the Conqueror to the present.” | had
no problem with that. | knocked it out. So | did very well in those courses. | dropped the
education completely. | decided to major in history at the University of Texas. In order to
pay for my education | not only worked in the library, but in the summers my dad got me
a job roustabouting with Kerr-McGee. So, summers, | roustabouted up in Sunray, Texas,
which is northeast of Amarillo. | did that for four summers, all the way through college and
made pretty good money for a kid, back in those days.

Q: Did the 1960 election between Kennedy and Nixon reach out to you at all? This was
quite a significant thing for a lot of people.

GODARD: It was. | remember it as an important event, of course. But, in high school, |
really wasn't that clued in on politics; the information was not that great. It was, as | say
a very conservative place. Eventually, because of Lyndon, the state went Democratic -
but not because of Ector County, | can tell you. It was pretty much Nixon country, that's
what you heard. | don't know that | really made my mind up one way or the other about
that election at that tender age.

Q: You went on to the University of Texas, Austin, in '63-'64? How did coming out of
community college in Odessa and going into a really major academic institution that was
known nationwide hit you?

GODARD: It was tougher. | wasn't in the honor society, but | did alright. | didn't have any
trouble until I took trigonometry, which was one of the requirements. | didn't have that out
of the way when | arrived, and | had trouble with that. Otherwise, | got As and Bs. | did well
in the history courses, where | got As. In the history courses | was exposed to some really
sharp people. | had a central European course with a guy from Harvard, who'd just come
down. He was just wonderful. | also heard lectures by visiting professors. All this confirmed
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my interest in history. | got somewhat interested in Latin America. Because | didn't have
to worry about the education courses, | could do what | wanted to. Building on how well I'd
done in biology, | even took for one of my electives, a pretty advanced genetics course. |
really enjoyed UT (University of Texas), but it wasn't overwhelming academically. | knew
how to read and study and, with a lot of hard work, | could catch up in those areas where |
may have been deficient.

Q: What about the student body? Was this a different breed of cat than you were used to?

GODARD: Oh yeah, this was a whole different world than Ector County. | sort of went
through different phases. | got out of Odessa as a great fan of Ayn Rand.

Q: I remember when it hit my college. This whole idea of self-absorption really struck a
note.

GODARD: | was into that. Then | heard Upton Sinclair speak on campus and | became a
socialist. It was a really wonderful broth of intellectual thoughts. The kids had all kinds of
interesting ideas. This is back when Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) were quite
active on campus. You could find everything from communists to national socialists on the
University of Texas campus. It was sort of an island of more progressive thought in Texas.
It really opened my mind.

Q: It remains so today.
GODARD: Yeah. It's a great campus. We were just back there a while back.
Q: What about things like the missile crisis and the death of Kennedy and other things?

GODARD: That really, really struck home. | guess | was in the dormitory at Simpkins Hall
and a friend of mine, Bill McClanahan, came running down the hallway yelling and stuck
his head in my room and said, “Ron, did you hear? The president's been shot, and the
governor too.” And when he said, “the governor too,” that just sounded wrong. We went
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down and watched television and it really was a very emotional time. | think after that |
began thinking very seriously about the Peace Corps. The missile crisis - | remember that
we all sat down in the lobby and clustered around the TV. We watched the president's
speech and fretted about the rest of the nation in terms of whether the Russians would
blink. We were all military age, thinking this might be it.

Q: How about ROTC? Were you involved in ROTC?

GODARD: No. | never got involved in ROTC. Toward the end of my undergraduate studies
| signed up for officer's candidate school in the navy, and was accepted. I'd gone down
and gotten my physical in Houston. They trucked us down. | also concurrently applied

for the Peace Corps and | got my acceptance, otherwise | was going to be drafted. And |
went into the two of them very carefully and finally opted, not because | was anti-war, but
because the Peace Corps was a better fit.

Q: Well the war wasn't really that hot.
GODARD: This was 1964, it was a pretty big issue then.
[End Tape 1, Side 1]

Q: How did the Peace Corps work? | guess you signed up and said, “Hey fellows; here |
am.” What happened then?

GODARD: Well, you indicate on the form what your background is and where you prefer
to serve. | said that | had Spanish. | had it in college and high school as well, and | wanted
to go to Latin America, that was my preference. They came back and offered me a slot in
a program they were pulling together in Ecuador as a community development volunteer. |
finally decided to accept that rather than going into the navy, much to my parents' chagrin.
They didn't particularly want me to be a naval officer either, but they'd rather | stay at
home and get a job as a librarian or something. | know my mother's dream for me was
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that | would become a librarian. | continued to pay for school by working as a librarian; |
continued working all through junior college and even at Austin in a library. Although, as |
said, | worked as a roustabout in summers. But | decided to go into the Peace Corps and
never regretted it.

Q: How were you received in the Peace Corps? How did the system work at that time?
We're talking about 1964, right?

GODARD: That's right, 1964. At this time, Sargent Shriver | guess was still around. Jack
Vaughn may have taken over by then. Lyndon was still President.

They flew me into Columbia, Missouri. My mother crying at the airport, sure that | was
going off to my death and suffering. My folks really weren't the most sophisticated about
the outside world, and the concept of going to a foreign country was just inconceivable. My
father, who was very taciturn, didn't express that sort of thing, but my mother did.

So | got off the plane in Columbia, Missouri, where the University of Missouri is located.
It is in the center of the state. We did our training there in the hottest place in the world.
It was good preparation for the tropics, | must say, because it was one of those awful
summers. We were in an unairconditioned nurses' dorm and | just remember spending
night after night unable to sleep, because | was sweating.

This was my first exposure to people from other backgrounds. There were a couple

of African Americans in my class; there was a wonderful Puerto Rican woman from
New York; and, at least two other Hispanics in my group. This was a group of about 30
volunteers.

What was difficult was the 'selection out' that went on. In those days they were doing
Rorschach tests and giving us this wonderful little exercise whereby you had to name the
people you would not like to be on a desert island with. All of us did this and in the process
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we were identifying those people in the group that for one reason or another were not so
popular. They were interviewing us all the time; they had psychologists working with us.

The University of Missouri was chosen because it has a community development school
there. Now this is community development in Missouri. What it was created for is helping
local farm communities around there to advance themselves economically or improve
infrastructure. | felt like | was back in education class. It was an awful lot of development
theory. Of course, back in 1964, the theory in development was not that advanced, or so
it seemed to me. And there was not a lot of down-to-earth practical application. Nobody
knew what community development was and the volunteers were new at it anyway. And,
whether bright-eyed, idealistic young people could go out and save the world was still

to be proven. But they gave us some theoretical ideas about how we were supposed to
approach it.

One thing they did during training was turn us loose on a rural community where we had
to hitchhike to get there. We were given a little bit of money, but not much, to survive out
there. So we had to rely on the good graces of the community. Some volunteers wound
up sleeping in barns and stuff like that. My little group of volunteers actually found a little
place we could rent. We then went around looking for good works that we could do and
how we could contribute to the development of this community. | don't think we found a
project to get involved in, but what we did do was an analysis of what the development
needs of the community were by going door-to-door and talking to people.

Later on, when they sent me for Outward Bound training in Puerto Rico, they did the same
sort of thing in a little village in Puerto Rico. There we found a little project with some
nuns; we could help put together a basketball court. The really exciting thing about it was
suddenly being exposed to this wonderful group of people with whom you're going through
this psychological testing, and the physical aspects of the training, especially when we

got to Puerto Rico, where we rappelled off of cliffs. They also had a water test where they
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tied your hands behind you and tied your feet together and fed you in the water; you're
supposed to be able to float to the surface and keep yourself alive.

Q: And those who didn't?

GODARD: Everybody made it. There was one guy who was a sinker. He did not have
buoyancy in his body, and we nearly lost him one time. Later on he did drown in Ecuador.
He was in the jungles of eastern Ecuador and got caught in a flash flood. He didn't make it.

But there was a lot of that type of training, and a lot of calisthenics early in the morning.
This was in Puerto Rico at Camp Bradley. But the exciting thing about it was the other
volunteers and meeting people from all over the country: a lot of them were from
California, several others from Texas, mostly the Houston and Dallas area, and also
people from New York.

Q: You all knew you were slated for Ecuador?
GODARD: Yes, we knew that before.
Q: About how many people were weeded out?

GODARD: About 50% of the class - very high. The thing is there were several couples
where one or the other did not make it. What they were looking for was people who would
have real trouble with culture shock. That seemed to be the main thing they were looking
for. They were also looking for interpersonal skills, obviously; so that was the worst part of
it. You get to know someone, and then all of a sudden, they're gone. So there was a high
attrition rate, which was not a particularly pleasant process.

Q: This was early on, they wanted to make sure everything worked.

GODARD: That's right.
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Q: I assume that you were told not to write disparaging postcards home.
GODARD: I don't remember anything like that.

Q: There was this very famous case very early on, when some young woman who was in
the Peace Corps in one of the west African countries wrote a postcard home and it got into
the major papers of the area.

GODARD: | remember that. But, we were so gung-ho and so out to help Ecuadorian
people and that sort of thing, that in that group anyway, the motivation level was such that
doing something embarrassing like that was unlikely, but it could have happened.

Q: I think that in the case | mentioned it was inadvertent. But anyway, what were you told
about Ecuador, and how did Ecuador first hit you?

GODARD: We had some history as | recall. | served on the coast the whole time.
However, most of the body of knowledge they had was about the Andean Indians. While
that was the majority of the Ecuadorian poor people, there were an awful lot on the coast,
as well. | was first sent to a place outside Guayaquil; then | served up on the Colombian
border.

As | say, the theory we were taught in Missouri didn't fit. There were some things I recall,
such as some sort of anthropology work that had been done on the nature of peasant
societies that | found interesting and which furnished pretty practical insight on the
workings of impoverished villages. However, it was not exactly applicable to the coast
where | was. We had some Ecuadorians who were brought in to tell us about their country.
None of that, of course, prepared me for a really underdeveloped society, as Ecuador was
near the end of 1964. I'd grown up as a child of a working class family, but I'd never seen
people begging in the streets like that. I'd never seen some of the diseases that you find
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in their society or and malnourished children, and that sort of thing. So it was a pretty big
shock.

Q: How did it work? Did they parachute you into the jungles of coastal Ecuador?

GODARD: To the contrary. On my first assignment, | was selected for a special position in
the village where the workers probably had the highest standard of living in the country. |
was in Ancon, Ecuador, which was, back in those days anyway, an oil camp run by Anglo
Ecuatoriana, a British-Ecuadorian company. The workers were housed in barracks and
company housing.

My job was to teach English. | had wonderful training in community development and was
assigned to teach English. | organized my classes. The company had wanted to do this,
and it was the chief way for them to teach their workers English which was pretty much
necessary for them to rise in the hierarchy of this particular firm. | taught some basketball
classes and worked, and that was about it. My time was pretty well taken up with the
classes.

| stayed in the bachelor's dorm there, where | had a shower where you could get hot water
with this flame thrower kind of heater apparatus. So | was living pretty well. In fact, | was
very unhappy because that's not what | had anticipated doing. | was all fired up for helping
the poor people of Ecuador, and now, here | was working with the cream of the crop, as far
as the proletariat in this country was concerned. | actually discovered some sort of politics
in this. Somebody, | don't know if it was at the embassy level or at the whatever, was very
concerned about a guy there who had studied at Patrice Lumumba. What was the name?

Q: This is the University of Moscow.

GODARD: Right. He had been there to study and was back in as one of the labor leaders
in the village; he was actually a friend of mine. | think they had wanted an American
presence there as a counterweight for some reason.
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Anyway, | asked for a transfer to an area where there were real development needs,

and they gave it to me in spades. | went to the poorest part of Ecuador. | was sent up to
Esmeraldas province, which is an impoverished province up in the northwestern corner

of Ecuador, right on the coast again, right next to Colombia. In that village, interestingly
enough, there was an African American population, descended from slaves dating back to
when the Jesuits were allegedly bringing people in from Africa for plantation labor along
the coast. This population was in the majority, although there was some sort of Mestizo
population as well. | worked there my second year.

Q: Let's go to the first year. Was the language of the laborers Spanish? It wasn't an Indian
dialect or anything?

GODARD: It was all Spanish. Same was true up in Esmeraldas.
Q: How did you find the oil workers?

GODARD: Very receptive. Anxious to learn English. Very apt students. | had books and |
made up my own curriculum. | enjoyed that part. That's when | really learned that | did like
teaching, and | enjoyed the interaction with the students. Also, we were always having little
birthday parties for students and had little social events. So | saw a lot of them socially.

| became very close to the family of one of my students and | was sort of adopted into

that family, and saw a lot of them. So it was a very pleasant experience and | enjoyed it. It
was not a hostile environment at all. There was also an American engineer and his family,
when he discovered there was a local Peace Corps volunteer, | occasionally got invited to
their place.

Q: What was your impression of employer/employee relations there?

GODARD: It was not a hostile time. | think they had signed a labor contract before | got
there, so they weren't in intense negotiations or anything. | think the company was to a
certain extent one of these sorts of benevolent types, if you will, because they had the best
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benefits in the country. Everyone felt very pleased to have a job with Anglo-Ecuatoriana in
Ecuador in those days. | remember that most of the hierarchy was Ecuadorian, not British.
There was some British element there, but it was very small.

Q: Get any feel for the Ecuadorian government in action out there?

GODARD: It was so removed. In fact, while | was in Esmeraldas there was a coup and |
didn't hear about it until a week later. | knew the central government was there, but what

| heard about was local politics on the coast. There's this division in Ecuadorian society

of the coste#os and the serranos. The regional aspect of the serranos run everything and
sort of who wants to know anything about them anyway, because they are all a bunch of
serranos in the government and we have a governor here in this province, a local mayor
and that sort of thing and everyone just pays attention to them. There were no health
clinics that | was aware of. There was no real government presence. Esmeraldas was, to a
certain degree, almost a missionary area, which had some agricultural extension, but the
government presence was very minimal.

Q: You moved up to this northern place. What was the village like?

GODARD: There was a town; it was very tropical. | lived in a thatched hut. Back then it
was an area that produced a lot of tropical goods for export. Mahogany-type wood and
that sort of thing. There was a little port and there would be these strange little ships that
would come in to pick up these big logs. | remember one time a Greek ship came in with
Greeks and other nationalities on board. They were there for several days to load, and
sort of took over one of the little cantinas there. They brought their own records; and I'd go
there and watch them dance; it was like Zorba the Greek. It was a very interesting cultural
experience. All kinds of strange people came to there.

It was kind of the end of the world; there were no roads in. There was a railroad. | recall
they had a kind of a truck on rails that came in and brought passengers every other day.
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There was a train once a week. And there was a military base there, a naval base on the
outskirts of town, because it was right on the border with Colombia.

The people, extraordinarily poor, living in grass-thatched huts. | replaced two other
volunteers who had been there. They'd just transferred out. Carried on with their work, with
a youth club that was a football team. And we had regular meetings, organized projects.
Tried to get something started with the agricultural cooperative. That didn't quite ever get
off the ground. But I brought a lot of baby chicks down through the Heifer Project, and
one problem was lack of protein in their diet. There was fishing there, but not enough of
it. They didn't eat as much fish as they should. But they did raise chickens, and so | was
trying to upgrade the quality of the chicken. | didn't know anything about chickens until |
came into Peace Corps. But | put out a lot of chickens that | brought down. Then followed
up with families that took them on and trying to get them to keep them around to go into
egg production, but very often they wound up in a pot before they reached that stage.

Q: I imagine your Spanish really developed in this.

GODARD: Yeah, | thought my Spanish was pretty good until | came into the Foreign
Service. It was certainly more than adequate for dealing with people at the village level,
and certainly adequate for explaining, teaching English class, and | did some English
teaching while | was in San Lorenzo. There was great demand for that. In my group, some
people were quite surprised at how well | could manage on streets. Others had more
trouble than | did.

Q: Were there any problems with Colombia at the time?

GODARD: No. There were no border issues. It was the very poorest border, and | made
a couple of trips into Colombia on the border. | went to Tumaco, was the Colombian town
on the other side of the border. | shouldn't have done it, | didn't have permission, but | had
an outboard motor. That was the only way you got around down there, by boat, and | took
a couple friends with me and we went out to Tumaco and hopped around a little while.
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And then later on, | took vacation and really went into Colombia. Went down to Cali. This
Is before the drug problem, I'm sure there was some elements of it, but it hadn't become
a huge issue at that point. Colombia has had such a violent internal history, but | don't
remember this. | look back and remember the history. | don't think this was a period when
the violencia, for instance, when the conservatives and liberals were killing each other. |
don't think this was a period when that was going on extensively. It seemed to be a fairly
tranquil time.

Q: Did you have any contact with the embassy in Quito, or the consul general in
Guayaquil?

GODARD: At the embassy, | remember briefing at least once. We had a Peace Corps
conference where we pulled volunteers together and we had a briefing, somebody from
the political section came down. All | remember is a pink, portly little guy who didn't
Impress me very much. Then there was a Foreign Service officer who visited me in my
post in San Lorenzo. He was sort of an adventurous type. He was from the political
section, and he did impress me. And we talked a little bit about his work. I got interested
in the Foreign Service way back in high school when a friend of mine had gone to Bowie
State, and part of the Bowie State program was visiting various federal agencies, finding
out what they do, and he'd been particularly impressed by what he heard about the
Foreign Service. He was telling me about this and | thought, gee, that sounds pretty cool.
| sort of filed that away and maybe that's what | had in mind when | went into the Peace
Corps. | don't remember being quite determined at that stage, but | may have already had
it mind. But it reconfirmed when | met this Foreign Service officer in Ecuador, and talked
to him a little bit on what sort of things he did. | didn't have a clear concept of what Foreign
Service officers really do. Not until | started my first job.

Q: It was a two year assignment wasn't it?

GODARD: That's correct.
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Q: So it would be sixty...
GODARD: '64 to '66.
Q: '64 to '66. What happened then when you left?

GODARD: Planning ahead, | determined that | did want to go into Foreign Service, and

| felt the best way to prepare for that would be to go back to graduate school and get

a master's in Latin American studies. | found that | really enjoyed working in the Latin
culture. | felt | could be an agent for change. | could be somewhat influential. Anyway, |
wanted to keep on doing that, working overseas and particularly in Latin America. | applied
for graduate school, back again at the University of Texas. In those days Columbia was
another school that was pretty good in Latin American studies, but the University of Texas
was as good as there was around it seemed like, and so | decided to go there. | had a little
bit of money. Peace Corps gave you a stipend, socked away about 100 dollars a month.
So | had some money and my dad borrowed some money to help me go back to school
too. So | went back. | was a graduate student and wanted to get my master's very quickly.
| took a full load and | managed to finish it in a year and one summer.

Q: Coming back, it'd been now two years. Did you find things had really changed from
the campus and we're talking about protests and other things like this? Must have been a
different world.

GODARD: It was. Very politicized. | wasn't getting as involved in it as | might have
because this is also when | met my wife and fell in love and was courting her. It took up a
lot of my time.

Q: They tend to do that.

GODARD: But I didn't become involved in the anti-war movement. It would have been my
inclination | think, but | stayed out of that. During the Peace Corps time | was exposed
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to all these folks from New York, California and whatever who were real, you know, we
sang “Who Shall Overcome” when we rode on the bus and went to do our Outward Bound.
We went to the Lake of the Ozarks | remember, traveling through Missouri down into
southern Missouri singing “We Shall Overcome”. So | was radicalized perhaps to a certain
extent. But when | got back to the University of Texas | had my nose pretty much to the
grindstone, got some fascinating courses, | really enjoyed my studies, and of course | met
my wife too.

Q: What is the background of your wife?

GODARD: My wife is also from Odessa, Texas. | did not know her while | was there. She
Is the same age as my sister. They were in classes together and knew each other, but
we had never met when | was in Odessa. She was also a prot#g#e of this teacher | told
you about, Mary Jane Gentry. And Mary Jane had told Leslie Ann about me. Leslie Ann
was interested in the Peace Corps. So she thought that she should get together with me
at some point to learn about the Peace Corps. So | met her, talked her out of the Peace
Corps and talked her into marrying me. It was sort of a natural fit. Leslie Ann, in addition
to sharing this same idealistic view that would lead you into the Peace Corps, was with
the same church | was. We were both Episcopalians. | broke with mine. | told you I'd been
sent to Baptist Sunday schools but somewhere in high school or junior college, became an
Episcopalian.

Q: What brought that about?

GODARD: I don't know. | was always serious about religion and did a lot of reading, and |
think in part it may have been my sort of anglophile interest in history.

Q: You were saying you could name the kings of England.
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GODARD: I think it may have been partially that. Anyway, | approached it seriously and
| converted to Episcopalianism. I'd been baptized as a Baptist but I'd never really been
active in it except for Sunday school.

Anyway, Leslie Ann, we went to the same church. Never met her there either. Shared
many of the same interests, certainly an interest in history. She was into the Byzantine
history. So it clicked very much, and we were married after having known each other for
one semester.

Q: You were working on Latin American studies mainly. Was there a thrust to the teaching
there? I'm thinking about liberation theology and other things that were going on. At

that time, Latin America was pretty well on the lands of repressive, non-democratic
governments and all that. What were you getting from the teaching?

GODARD: It was sort of a mixed bag. Latin American studies in those days borrowed
professors from various disciplines. There was one in the business school who seemed
pretty conservative to me, and his approach was very down to earth. He sort of stayed out
of politics. | had an economics professor who was pretty out there at times as far as being
a radical kind of ideologue about social reform and so forth. But there was a mixed bag.
A lot of serious research. There were a couple who were Brazilian experts, and at that
time their military was very big. | think there might have been a coup in '63, is that right?
Around there, anyway. So they were critical, certainly critical. The ideas about human
rights playing a really big role in foreign policy, were still in foreign relation. They weren't
being spouted to us | don't think from class. Just a lot of criticism, implicit or explicit, of
U.S. policy in terms of supporting unquestionably military dictatorships. So | heard a lot of
that.

Q: Were you getting much about Vietnam while you were there?
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GODARD: No. It was in the background, going on when | was in graduate school. But from
my teachers, no, | can't remember any of them taking a position one way or the other.
There were petitions and various groups on campus who were very active in the anti-war
movement.

Q: Was there a Marxist academic community?

GODARD: In Austin? Oh yeah, sure. There were socialists anyway and small, not
mainline, but they would have their tables set up with Stalin, trying to enlist members.

Q: Did you find yourself concentrating on any particular area of Latin America?

GODARD: As | mentioned, a couple of my professors were big on Brazil and so | did a lot
of reading on Brazil. Mexico was an area that | was quite interested in as well. | tried as
much as | could to focus on the southern continent, | was really interested in Argentina.
And for some reason, from way, way back I'd been interested in Bolivia, and I'd done a lot
of reading about that. On my thesis | did a little. One of the papers that | put together in my
thesis was on Bolivia.

Q: Well then that's two years for your master's, or one year?
GODARD: Year and a summer.
Q: Year and summer. This will take us to '67. Then what?

GODARD: I guess it was in April, | had taken the Foreign Service exam. But it took a

long time to hear back. I'd gone ahead with my plans to get married and | don't know

what | would have done if | hadn't gone into the Foreign Service, because | had Peace
Corps experience and | had a master's in Latin American studies, and then | had a BA in
European history. Back in those days | just don't know what | would have done. There was
no plan B. But it worked out. | passed the exam. | don't know if that was because Lyndon
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Johnson was President and the University of Texas was where Lynda Bird went to school.
In fact, she was in my graduating class. Whether we were particularly taking Texans that
year, but anyway, | passed the exam and had no trouble with the oral.

Q: Do you recall any of the questions on the oral?

GODARD: One guestion | remember was | told them | liked impressionist art. They asked
me about that. They asked me some sort of cultural question, and French impressionism |
said was the kind of art | liked. They asked me which particular artist and | can't remember
who | said, probably Cezanne or something like that. Back then, | didn't know anything
about impressionism. That's what I'd seen in books. | had not been to Washington and
seen the real thing. That's one of the first things | did, was go to the national museum. But
beyond that it seemed like there was an inbox exercise that we did during the oral exam.

Q: Well then, did you get your call to come into the Foreign Service.

GODARD: | got a letter inviting me to join an A100 class or whatever it was. And | got
letters from my congressman and senators. My wife and | packed up and set off for
Washington. Packed our own household effects. From the wedding we had new china and
everything. Much of which was broken in transit because we didn't know how to pack. We
arrived in Washington in September of '67.

Q: So you entered the Foreign Service in September of '677?
GODARD: That's right.
Q: What was your A100 course like, the composition and people?

GODARD: From all over the country. This was a class that was very much under the
influence of the Vietnam pe