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Collection Summary
Title: Joseph Wood Krutch Papers
Span Dates: 1920-1971
Bulk Dates: (bulk 1950-1970)
ID No.: MSS29009
Creator: Krutch, Joseph Wood, 1893-1970
Extent: 4,500 items ; 27 containers ; 10.8 linear feet
Language: Collection material in English
Location: Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
Summary: Author, drama critic, and naturalist. Correspondence, diaries, writings, and other papers reflecting Wood's
career as a professor of English at Columbia University and scholarship in the fields of conservation, society, and drama
and theater.

Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online catalog. They are
grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and listed alphabetically therein.

People
Faulkner, William, 1897-1962.
Green, Joseph G. Joseph G. Green papers.
Haydn, Hiram Collins, 1907-1973.
Kohler, Richard. Richard Kohler papers.
Krutch, Charles.
Krutch, Joseph Wood, 1893-1970.
Mencken, H. L. (Henry Louis), 1880-1956.
Menninger, Karl A. (Karl Augustus), 1893-1990.
O'Neill, Carlotta Monterey.
O'Neill, Eugene, 1888-1953.
Pratt, Wallace Everette, 1885-1981.
Sloane, William Milligan, 1850-1928.
Teale, Edwin Way, 1899-1980.
Van Doren, Dorothy, 1896-1993.
Van Doren, Mark, 1894-1972.

Organizations
Belvedere Fund (San Francisco, Calif.)
Columbia University--Faculty.

Subjects
Conservation of natural resources.
Drama.
English language--Study and teaching.
Social history.
Theater.

Places
Baja California (Mexico : Peninsula)--Description and travel.
Mexico--Description and travel.

Occupations
Authors.
Critics.
Naturalists.

Joseph Wood Krutch Papers  2



Administrative Information
Provenance

The papers of Joseph Wood Krutch, author, drama critic, and naturalist, were given to the Library of Congress by Krutch in
1969-1970. Additions were given by his wife, Mrs. Joseph Wood Krutch, in 1972 and 1979, and by Emery Neff in 1972.

Processing History

The papers of Joseph Wood Krutch were processed in 1973 and expanded in 1980. The finding aid was revised in 2013.

Copyright Status

The status of copyright in the unpublished writings of Joseph Wood Krutch is governed by the Copyright Law of the United
States (Title 17, U.S.C.).

Access and Restrictions

The papers of Joseph Wood Krutch are open to research. Researchers are advised to contact the Manuscript Reading Room
prior to visiting. Many collections are stored off-site and advance notice is needed to retrieve these items for research use.

Preferred Citation

Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: Container number, Joseph Wood
Krutch Papers, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

Biographical Note
Date Event
1893, Nov. 25 Born, Knoxville, Tenn.

1915 B.S., University of Tennessee, Knoxville, Tenn.

1916 M.A., Columbia University, New York, N.Y.

1917 Instructor of English, Columbia University, New York, N.Y.

1918 United States Army Psychological Corps

1919-1920 Cutting travel fellow

1920-1923 Associate professor of English, Polytechnic Institute of Brooklyn, Brooklyn, N.Y.

1923 Married Marcelle Legula

1924 Ph.D., Columbia University, New York, N.Y.

1924-1925 Special lecturer in English, Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, N.Y.

1924-1932 Drama critic and associate editor, Nation magazine

1925 Associate professor, Graduate School of Journalism, Columbia University, New York, N.Y.

1929 Published The Modern Temper. New York: Harcourt, Brace
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1930-1931 Guggenheim fellowship

1931-1935 Lecturer, New School for Social Research, New York, N.Y.

1932-1937 Member, editorial board, Nation

1937 Returned as drama critic, Nation

1937-1943 Professor of English, Columbia University, New York, N.Y.

1940-1941 President, New York Drama Critics Circle

1943-1952 Brander Matthews professor of dramatic literature, Columbia University, New York, N.Y.

1944 Published Samuel Johnson. New York: H. Holt

1948 Published Henry David Thoreau. New York: W. Sloane Associates

1953 Published The Best of Two Worlds. New York: W. Sloane Associates
President, Arizona Sonora Desert Museum, Tuscon, Ariz.
Awarded Burroughs Medal for mature writing

1954 Published The Measure of Man. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill

1955 Awarded National Book Award

1955-1970 Contributing editor, American Scholar

1961 Published The Forgotten Peninsula. New York: W. Sloane Associates

1962 Published More Lives Than One. New York: W. Sloane Associates

1964 Awarded Richard Prentice Ettinger Medal and Award
Published If You Don't Mind My Saying So . . . . New York: W. Sloane Associates

1970, May 23 Died, Tucson, Ariz.

Scope and Content Note
The papers of Joseph Wood Krutch (1893-1970) span the period 1920-1971, with the bulk of the collection covering
1950-1970. The collection consists of correspondence, diaries, writings, and other papers and is organized into six series:
Travel Diaries; Correspondence; Subject File; Speech, Article, and Book File; Miscellany; and Addition.

The Travel Diaries portray Krutch's ecological and botanical interests. Especially illustrative and detailed are the accounts
of his numerous field trips to the Baja Peninsula that were sponsored by the Belvedere Fund, a San Francisco-based
research group.

The Correspondence file reveals Krutch's wide range of interests and includes prominent correspondents such as William
Faulkner, Hiram Collins Haydn, Charles Krutch, H. L. Mencken, Karl A. Menninger, Eugene O'Neill, Carlotta Monterey
O'Neill, Wallace Everett Pratt, William Milligan Sloane, Edwin Way Teale, Dorothy Van Doren, and Mark Van Doren.
Also included are family letters exchanged between Krutch, his wife, Marcelle, and his brothers.
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The Speech, Article, and Book File comprises a substantial portion of the collection and documents Krutch's wide interests.
As professor of English at Columbia University, where he taught courses in drama, and as a long-time drama critic, Krutch
revealed in his lecture notes and reviews his knowledge of the theater. Other writings in the series focus on ecology and
conservation and his critiques in books and essays of contemporary society.

Included in the Miscellany is a master's thesis with a bibliography of Krutch's writings. The Addition contains diaries for
the years 1933-1970 as well as separate accounts of his travels. Also in the Addition is background material relating to his
writings on animals and correspondence with publishers.

Arrangement of the Papers
This collection is arranged in six series:

• Travel Diaries, 1958-1969
• Correspondence, circa 1920-1970
• Subject File, 1954-1970
• Speech, Article, and Book File, 1939-1971
• Miscellany, circa 1944-1970
• Addition, 1933-1970
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Description of Series
Container Series
BOX 1-2 Travel Diaries, 1958-1969

Typewritten diary notes kept by Krutch of his travels.
Arranged chronologically.

BOX 3-7 Correspondence, circa 1920-1970
Letters received and copies of letters sent, with some miscellaneous attachments.
Arranged alphabetically.

BOX 8 Subject File, 1954-1970
Correspondence, newspaper clippings, notes, and printed and near-print material.
Arranged alphabetically by subject.

BOX 9-19 Speech, Article, and Book File, 1939-1971
Handwritten and typewritten drafts, galleys, and near-print and printed copies of Krutch's

speeches, articles, books, and other writings. Also includes correspondence pertaining to
speeches.

Arranged by type of material.

BOX 20-21 Miscellany, circa 1944-1970
Newspaper clippings, notes, obituaries, a master's and doctoral thesis on Krutch, and printed

matter.
Arranged by type of material.

BOX 22-27 Addition, 1933-1970
Diaries, publishers correspondence, writing material, and printed matter.
Arranged by type of material.
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Container List

Container Contents

BOX 1-2 Travel Diaries, 1958-1969
Typewritten diary notes kept by Krutch of his travels.
Arranged chronologically.

BOX 1 1958, Dec.-1962, May, Baja California
BOX 1 1962, Apr. June, “Around the World”
BOX 1 1962, Oct.-1962, Nov, Baja, California
BOX 2 1963, Jan.-1964, Jan., Baja, California
BOX 2 1965, France and Greece
BOX 2 1963, May-June, Greece
BOX 2 1967, Apr.-July, Baja, California
BOX 2 1968, Apr., Yosemite
BOX 2 1968, June “Desert Drive”
BOX 2 1968, Oct-1969, Mar., Baja, California

BOX 3-7 Correspondence, circa 1920-1970
Letters received and copies of letters sent, with some miscellaneous attachments.
Arranged alphabetically.

BOX 3 Family
BOX 3 General
BOX 3 “A-C” miscellaneous
BOX 4 “D-K” miscellaneous
BOX 5 “L-Q” miscellaneous
BOX 6 “R” miscellaneous-Van Doren, Mark and family
BOX 7 Van Doren, Mark, and family-“Z” miscellaneous
BOX 7 Letters sent
BOX 7 Letters of condolence

BOX 8 Subject File, 1954-1970
Correspondence, newspaper clippings, notes, and printed and near-print material.
Arranged alphabetically by subject.

BOX 8 Animal welfare
BOX 8 Baja, California
BOX 8 Conservation
BOX 8 Grand Canyon, Ariz.
BOX 8 IBM
BOX 8 Pollution
BOX 8 Population growth
BOX 8 Sonora Desert Museum, Tucson, Ariz.
BOX 8 Space exploration
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BOX 8 Thoreau, Henry David

BOX 9-19 Speech, Article, and Book File, 1939-1971
Handwritten and typewritten drafts, galleys, and near-print and printed copies of Krutch's

speeches, articles, books, and other writings. Also includes correspondence pertaining to
speeches.

Arranged by type of material.

BOX 9 Speech file, 1953-1958, undated
BOX 9 Lecture notes
BOX 9 Columbia University, New York, N.Y.
BOX 10 Columbia University, New York, N.Y.
BOX 11 Columbia University, New York, N.Y.
BOX 11 Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y.
BOX 11 Miscellaneous
BOX 12 Article file
BOX 12 American drama critic, Amerika
BOX 12 American literature between 1896 and World War II, New York Times
BOX 12 “The American Predilection for Naturalism,” House Beautiful, 1951
BOX 12 American reading habits, New York Times
BOX 12 Arizona tourist industry, New York Times
BOX 12 Associations, American Scholar
BOX 12 “At Home with Nature,” House Beautiful, 1957
BOX 12 “Beyond the Garden Wall”
BOX 12 Botany, introduction for Ingenious Kingdom
BOX 12 “Calipers on the Human Mind,” Saturday Review, 1965
BOX 12 “Canyonlands,” Audubon, 1971
BOX 12 “Cathedral Valley,” Sage,, 1968
BOX 12 “Children Should Be Loved”
BOX 12 “Civil Disobedience,” American Scholar
BOX 12 Cliches
BOX 12 American Scholar, 1970
BOX 12 New York Times
BOX 12 “Conservation Is Not Enough,” American Scholar, 1954
BOX 12 “Coral Dunes,” Audubon, 1968
BOX 12 “Creative America”
BOX 12 “Dante and the Moderns,” Freeman, 1953
BOX 12 “Decades I Have Known,” Oakland Tribune, 1970; Arizona Daily Star, 1970; Cleveland

Plain Dealer, 1970; Toledo Blade, 1970
BOX 12 “A Defense of the Professional Reviewer,” Theatre Annual, 1943
BOX 12 “The Demise of Natural History,” Audubon, 1967
BOX 12 The desert, Reader's Digest, 1969
BOX 12 “Desert Animals”
BOX 12 “Deterioration,” American Scholar, 1969
BOX 12 “The Different Ways to Look at Scenery,” Ford Times, 1966
BOX 12 “Don't Let the Culture Snobs Put You On,” Family Circle, 1967
BOX 12 “Dropouts, Do-Gooders and the Two Cultures,” Think, 1969

Subject File, 1954-1970

Container Contents
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BOX 12 “Ecology,” American Scholar
BOX 12 Edgar Allan Poe, New York Times
BOX 12 The ego, American Scholar, 1964
BOX 12 “Eugene O'Neill”
BOX 12 Eugene O'Neill, America Illustrated
BOX 12 Eugene O'Neill, New York Times
BOX 12 “Every Day Is Full of Wonder and Delight,” House Beautiful, 1952
BOX 12 “The Eye of the Beholder,” American West, 1967
BOX 12 Flash floods in the desert, Natural History
BOX 12 “Freedom for Radio and TV? The Risks Involved,” Commentary
BOX 12 “The Grand Canyon”
BOX 12 The Grand Canyon, America West
BOX 12 “Hands Off the Stars,” This Week, 1956
BOX 13 “Have You Caught on Yet?,” House Beautiful, 1951
BOX 13 “How Spring Comes,” Family Weekly, 1968
BOX 13 “How to Make an Art of Daily Living,” House Beautiful, 1952
BOX 13 “A Humanist's Approach,” Phi Delta Kappan, 1970
BOX 13 “The ‘Indispensable' Century,” Saturday Review, 1950
BOX 13 In fashion, American Scholar, 1968
BOX 13 “Isla Ildefonso,” Pacific Discovery
BOX 13 “Is Life Just a Chemical Reaction?” Saturday Review, 1968
BOX 13 “It's Carr Canyon for Birdwatchers,” Westways, 1966
BOX 13 Jokes, American Scholar, 1969
BOX 13 Lindbergh and Thoreau, American Scholar, 1970
BOX 13 “Little Man on a Horse,” Saturday Review
BOX 13 “Look Up,” This Week, 1960
BOX 13 “MacLuhan,” American Scholar, 1967
BOX 13 Mankind in the twentieth century, Saturday Review
BOX 13 “Man, Nature and the Universe,” Audubon, 1962
BOX 13 “Mr. Arizona of the Plant World,” Phoenix Point West, 1964
BOX 13 The modern automobile, Saturday Review
BOX 13 “Monarch of the Skies,” Natural History, 1957
BOX 13 “The Monkey Trial,” Commentary, 1967
BOX 13 “Must Technology and Humanity Conflict?,” Bell, 1969
BOX 13 My life and times, American Scholar, 1967
BOX 13 “Nature and the Drama Critic,” Audubon, 1962
BOX 13 “A New Five-Foot Shelf,” Nation, 1951
BOX 13 “Nine Shots in the Dark,” (Chapter 4), Tucson Daily Citizen, 1951
BOX 13 “The Now Generation,” American Scholar, 1969
BOX 13 “Obituary for John Mason Brown”
BOX 13 “The Onyx of El Marmol”
BOX 13 Panthers, Natural History
BOX 13 Pleasure-oriented society, Saturday Review
BOX 13 Poetry, American Scholar
BOX 13 “A Prescription for Summer Reading”
BOX 13 “Privacy,” American Scholar, 1968

Speech, Article, and Book File, 1939-1971

Container Contents

Joseph Wood Krutch Papers  9



BOX 13 Progress (Field Enterprises)
BOX 14 The pursuit of happiness, Saturday Review
BOX 14 “Responsibilities of Science,” American Scholar, 1968
BOX 14 “Saucers,” American Scholar, 1969
BOX 14 “Sinclair Lewis,” Nation, 1951
BOX 14 Solipsism, American Scholar
BOX 14 “Southwest Spectacle,” Vista, 1965
BOX 14 “Space in the Sun,” Events, 1958
BOX 14 “The Strange Case of the Elephants' Knees; A Chapter in Unnatural History,” Natural

History
BOX 14 “Theater Arts”
BOX 14 Theology and philosophy, American Scholar
BOX 14 Today's terminology, American Scholar
BOX 14 Troubled times, American Scholar
BOX 14 “The Unnatural History of the Ant Lion,” Natural History
BOX 14 The Unnatural history of birds, Audubon
BOX 14 “The Uses of Literature in an Age of Science,” Rockefeller Institute Review, 1964
BOX 14 Utopia, American Scholar
BOX 14 “Vanishing Wildlife,” introduction for Viking Press, circa 1969
BOX 14 “What is Art? Man? Nature? Truth? What Should a Writer Write?,” New York Herald

Tribune, 1952
BOX 14 What makes a book sell, Saturday Review
BOX 14 “What the Year 2000 Won't Be Like,” Saturday Review, 1968
BOX 14 “Whither the Novel,” Nation
BOX 14 Who owns radio and for what purpose, Saturday Review
BOX 14 “Who Says It's Proper English,” Saturday Review, 1967
BOX 14 “Why I Am Not Going to the Moon,” Saturday Review, 1965
BOX 14 “The Wonder of Life in the Sonoran Desert,” National Wildlife
BOX 14 “The Yucca and the Moth,” Arizona Highways, 1969
BOX 14 Unpublished and miscellaneous articles
BOX 15 Unpublished articles and fragments
BOX 15 Book file
BOX 15 Partial notes and fragments
BOX 15 The Best Nature Writing of Joseph Wood Krutch (New York, 1969)
BOX 15 The Best of Two Worlds
BOX 15 The Desert Year (New York, 1952)
BOX 15 Grand Canyon, with foreword by Krutch (Zurich, 1970)
BOX 15 Herbal (New York, 1965)
BOX 15 A Krutch Omnibus (New York, 1970)
BOX 15 “Modernism” in Modern Drama (Ithaca, N.Y., 1953)
BOX 15 “The Most Wonderful Animals That Never Were” (Boston, 1969)
BOX 15 The Twelve Seasons (New York, 1949)
BOX 16 Reviews (newspaper clippings)
BOX 16 The American Drama Since 1918 (New York, 1939)
BOX 16 And Even If You Do (New York, 1967)
BOX 16 Baja California and the Geography of Hope (San Francisco, 1967)
BOX 16 The Best Nature Writing of Joseph Wood Krutch

Speech, Article, and Book File, 1939-1971

Container Contents
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BOX 16 The Best of Two Worlds
BOX 16 The Desert Year
BOX 16 The Forgotten Peninsula
BOX 16 The Gardener's World (New York, 1959)
BOX 16 Grand Canyon; Today and All Its Yesterdays (New York, 1958)
BOX 16 Great American Nature Writing (New York, 1950)
BOX 17 The Great Chain of Life (Boston, 1957)
BOX 17 Henry David Thoreau
BOX 17 Herbal
BOX 17 Human Nature and the Human Condition (New York, 1959)
BOX 17 If You Don't Mind My Saying So . . . .
BOX 18 Is the Common Man Too Common?, with foreword by Krutch (Norman, Okla., 1954)
BOX 18 The Measure of Man: On Freedom, Human Values, Survival, and the Modern Temper
BOX 18 More Lives Than One (New York, 1962)
BOX 18 The Most Wonderful Animals That Never Were Samuel Johnson
BOX 18 The Twelve Seasons
BOX 18 The Voice of the Desert (New York, 1955)
BOX 18 The World of Animals (New York, 1961)
BOX 18 Nation miscellany
BOX 18 Miscellaneous
BOX 19 Interviews
BOX 19 Recording, “Bird Songs in Literature” (1967)
BOX 19 Television programs
BOX 19 “The Measure of Man” (1964)
BOX 19 Miscellaneous (reviews)
BOX 19 Miscellaneous articles and literary material

BOX 20-21 Miscellany, circa 1944-1970
Newspaper clippings, notes, obituaries, a master's and doctoral thesis on Krutch, and printed

matter.
Arranged by type of material.

BOX 20 Clippings
BOX 20 Notes
BOX 21 Notes
BOX 21 Obituaries
BOX 21 Printed matter
BOX 21 Master's and doctoral theses on subject of Krutch
BOX 21 Printed essay, Thin as a Rail?

BOX 22-27 Addition, 1933-1970
Diaries, publishers correspondence, writing material, and printed matter.
Arranged by type of material.

BOX 22 Diaries
BOX 22 General

Speech, Article, and Book File, 1939-1971

Container Contents
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BOX 22 1933-1953
(9 folders)

BOX 23 1954-1970
(5 folders)

BOX 23 Trips, 1939-1951
(2 folders)

BOX 24 Publishers correspondence, A-Z
(7 folders)

BOX 25 Writings, Animals
BOX 25 Introduction
BOX 25 As I like it
BOX 25 Basalish and Any-Lion
BOX 25 Bats
BOX 25 Cruelty to animals
BOX 25 Dolphins
BOX 25 Dragon
BOX 25 Loch ness
BOX 25 Mermaid
BOX 25 Panther
BOX 25 Permissions
BOX 25 Phoenix
BOX 25 Pictures
BOX 25 Pollution
BOX 25 Real
BOX 25 Salamander
BOX 25 Sonora desert Museum (photographs)
BOX 25 Strange case of elephants knees
BOX 25 Tame mice (photographs)
BOX 25 Unicom (audograms)
BOX 25 Werewolves
BOX 25 Finished
BOX 26 Writing notes, A-Z

(3 folders)
BOX 26 Publisher's financial statements
BOX 26 A-M

(3 folders)
BOX 27 P-Z

(3 folders)
BOX 27 Newspaper clippings, Animals I
BOX 27 Printed matter
BOX 27 Animals I
BOX 27 Animals II

Addition, 1933-1970

Container Contents
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