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Collection Summary
Title: Charl Ormond Williams Papers
Span Dates: 1924-1959
Bulk Dates: (bulk 1935-1945)
ID No.: MSS13722
Creator:  Williams, Charl Ormond, 1885-1969
Extent: 3,200 items; 9 containers; 4 linear feet
Language: Collection material in English
Repository:  Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
Abstract: Educator. Correspondence, memoranda, telegrams, reports, newspaper clippings, and
printed material relating to Williams’s association with the National Education Association of the
United States and her work in the field of education and educational reform, including her
participation in the 1944 White House Conference on Rural Education.

Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by
occupation and listed alphabetically therein.
People
Barkley, Alben William, 1877-1956--Correspondence.
Beard, Mary Ritter, 1876-1958--Correspondence.
Bethune, Mary McLeod, 1875-1955--Correspondence.
Black, Hugo LaFayette, 1886-1971--Correspondence.
Byrnes, James F. (James Francis), 1882-1972--Correspondence.
Connally, Tom, 1877-1963--Correspondence.
Forrestal, James, 1892-1949--Correspondence.
Hull, Cordell, 1871-1955--Correspondence.
Kahn, Herman, 1907-1975--Correspondence.
Luce, Clare Boothe, 1903-1987--Correspondence.
Morgenthau, Henry, 1891-1967--Correspondence.
Roosevelt, Eleanor, 1884-1962--Correspondence.
Roosevelt, Franklin D. (Franklin Delano), 1882-1945--Correspondence.
Smith, Henry Lester, b. 1876--Correspondence.
Smith, Margaret Chase, 1897-1995--Correspondence.
Stevenson, Adlai E. (Adlai Ewing), 1900-1965--Correspondence.
Truman, Bess Wallace--Correspondence.
Truman, Harry S., 1884-1972--Correspondence.
Wallace, Henry A. (Henry Agard), 1888-1965--Correspondence.
Williams, Charl Ormond, 1885-1969.
Woodruff, Caroline Salome, b. 1866--Correspondence.
Organizations
Democratic Party (U.S.)
National Education Association of the United States.
United States. Supreme Court.
White House Conference on How Women May Share in Post-War Policy-Making (1944 :
Washington, D.C.)
White House Conference on Rural Education (1944 : Washington, D.C.)
Subjects
Church and state--United States.
Depressions--1929--United States.
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Education and state--United States.
Education, Rural--United States.
Education--United States.
Educational change--United States.
Indians of North America.
People with disabilities--Employment--United States.
Public welfare--Law and legislation--United States.
Segregation in education--United States.
Places
World War, 1939-1945--Refugees.
Occupations
Educators.

Administrative Information
Provenance
The papers of Charl Ormond Williams, educator, were given to the Library of Congress by her estate
in 1970.
Processing History
The papers of Charl Ormond Williams were arranged and described in 1978. The finding aid was
revised in 2011.
Copyright Status
The status of copyright in the unpublished writings of Charl Ormond Williams is governed by the
Copyright Law of the United States (Title 17, U.S.C.).
Access and Restrictions
The papers of Charl Ormond Williams are open to research. Researchers are advised to contact the
Manuscript Reading Room prior to visiting. Many collections are stored off-site and advance notice
is needed to retrieve these items for research use.
Preferred Citation
Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: Container
number, Charl Ormond Williams Papers, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington,
D.C.

Biographical Note
Date Event
1885, Jan. 24 Born, Arlington, Tenn.

1903 Graduate, Arlington Secondary School, Arlington, Tenn.

1915-1922 Superintendent of schools, Shelby County, Tenn.
First Democratic national committeewoman from Tennessee
First woman vice-chairman, Democratic National Committee
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1921 Chairman, ratification committee, when Tennessee ratified 19th amendment
President, National Education Association of the United States

1923-1930 National chairman, School Education, National Congress of Parents and
Teachers

1930-1934 Director, Department of Education, and 5th vice-president, National Congress
of Parents and Teachers

1933-1935 First vice-president, National Federation of Business and Professional
Women’s Clubs

1934 Published Our Public Schools. Washington, D.C.: National Congress of Parents
and Teachers

1934-1942 National chairman, School Education, National Congress of Parents and
Teachers

1935-1937 President, National Federation of Business and Professional Women’s Clubs

1939 Published with Frank W. Hubbard  Schools for Democracy Chicago: National
Congress of Parents and Teachers

1969, Jan. 14 Died, Washington, D.C.

Scope and Content Note
The papers of Charl Ormond Williams (1885-1969) span the years 1924 to 1959, with the bulk of
the materials concentrated in the period 1935-1945. The collection consists of letters sent and
received, memoranda, lists, telegrams, pamphlets, newspaper items, magazine articles, notes,
charts, reports, and printed material. The papers are organized into eight series:  Democratic
Souvenir File,  Eleanor Roosevelt, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Franklin Roosevelt Memorial Library,
Harry S. Truman,  White House Conference on Rural Education (1944), White Conference on How
Women May Share in Post-War Policy-Making (1944), and Miscellany.
Williams sought to strengthen public education and increase opportunities for women, and these
subjects constitute the principal themes in her papers. There are materials on welfare legislation,
rural education, proposals for a federal department of education, school segregation, effects of the
Depression on education, and related issues. Additional subjects include the separation of church
and state, employment of the handicapped, Native Americans, the 1937 Supreme Court packing
plan controversy, and the plight of displaced persons resulting from World War II.
Correspondence with Eleanor Roosevelt constitutes a major portion of the collection. Other
prominent correspondents include Alben William Barkley, Mary Ritter Beard, Mary McLeod
Bethune, Hugo LaFayette Black, James F. Byrnes, Tom Connally, James Forrestal, William A.
Hastings, Cordell Hull, Herman Kahn, Virginia Kletzer, Clare Boothe Luce, Henry Morgenthau
(1891-1967), Henry Lester Smith, Margaret Chase Smith, Adlai Stevenson (1900-1965), Bess
Wallace Truman, Henry A. Wallace, Caroline S. Woodruff, and other members of the Roosevelt
family.
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Arrangement of the Papers
This collection is arranged in eight series:

• Democratic Souvenir File, 1936
• Eleanor Roosevelt, 1924-1959
• Franklin D. Roosevelt, 1935-1949
• Franklin D. Roosevelt Memorial Library, 1947
• Harry S. Truman, 1945-1954
• White House Conference on Rural Education (1944), 1944-1954
• White House Conference on How Women May Share in Post-War Policy Making (1944),

1944-1948
• Miscellany, 1937-1955
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Description of Series
Container Series
BOX 1 Democratic Souvenir File, 1936

Letters, telegrams, lists, and charts.
Arranged by topic or type of material.

BOX 1-3 Eleanor Roosevelt, 1924-1959
Magazine articles, letters, newspaper items, telegrams, pamphlets, reports,

printed materials, and cards.
Arranged by topic or type of material.

BOX 4-5 Franklin D. Roosevelt, 1935-1949
Newspaper items, telegrams, printed materials, letters, and pamphlets.
Arranged by topic or type of material.

BOX 5-6 Franklin D. Roosevelt Memorial Library, 1947
Letters, pamphlets, newspaper items, telegrams, and printed materials.
Arranged by topic or type of material.

BOX 6 Harry S. Truman, 1945-1954
Letters, notes, reports, and newspaper items.
Arranged by type of material.

BOX 6-7 White House Conference on Rural Education (1944), 1944-1954
Letters, magazine articles, telegrams, pamphlets, printed materials, and

reports.
Arranged by topic or type of material.

BOX 7-8 White House Conference on How Women May Share in Post-War
Policy-Making (1944), 1944-1948
Letters, telegrams, reports, newspaper items, printed materials, and lists.
Arranged by topic or type of material.

BOX 9 Miscellany, 1937-1955
Pamphlets, printed materials, and newspaper items.
Arranged by topic or type of material.

Charl Ormond Williams Papers  6



Container List

Container Contents

BOX 1 Democratic Souvenir File, 1936
Letters, telegrams, lists, and charts.
Arranged by topic or type of material.

BOX 1 List of correspondents
BOX 1 First letter, 1936, Apr. 6-May 12
BOX 1 Second letter, 1936, June 3-July 27
BOX 1 Charts

BOX 1-3 Eleanor Roosevelt, 1924-1959
Magazine articles, letters, newspaper items, telegrams, pamphlets, reports,

printed materials, and cards.
Arranged by topic or type of material.

BOX 1 Correspondence concerning Democratic Party platform and education
plank, 1936, May 7-June 22

BOX 1 Roosevelt-Williams White House radio broadcast, 1936, Mar. 18
BOX 1 Florence Hale’s visit to White House, 1936, May 5
BOX 1 Methodists Spend the Night correspondence, 1943, Dec. 3-1944, July 29
BOX 1 Finch Junior College, New York, N.Y., project, 1944, Feb.-Dec.
BOX 1 National Congress of Parents and Teachers Luncheon, 1944, Jan. 7
BOX 1 Visit to National Education Association of the United States, 1944, Jan. 21
BOX 1 Association for Childhood Education Meeting at White House, 1944, Apr. 15
BOX 1 Dinner for Eleanor Roosevelt (Mar. 1946)
BOX 1 Program, invitations, follow-up activities
BOX 2 Correspondence
BOX 2 Fred (Mayflower maitre d’ hotel, Washington, D.C.), Mar. 14-23
BOX 2 Mrs. James W. Irwin, 1946, Feb. 26-1947, Jan. 15
BOX 2 Eleanor Roosevelt, Jan. 25-Feb. 25
BOX 2 Roosevelt children, Apr. 29-June 20
BOX 2 Speakers and high officials, Feb. 27-Apr. 16
BOX 2 White House, Feb. 25-June 18
BOX 2 Letters of appreciation for autographed programs, Feb.-June 19
BOX 2 Publicity and press releases
BOX 2 Head table and budge
BOX 2 General correspondence
BOX 2 1924, Mar. 31-1940, June 6
BOX 2 1940, June 11-1945, Apr. 20
BOX 3 1947, Apr. 11-1948, May 2
BOX 3 1948, May 3-1949, Aug. 2
BOX 3 1954, Feb. 13-dec. 14
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BOX 3 1954, Dec. 17-1959, Oct. 20

BOX 4-5 Franklin D. Roosevelt, 1935-1949
Newspaper items, telegrams, printed materials, letters, and pamphlets.
Arranged by topic or type of material.

BOX 4 Group conference of committee of educators with the president, 1936, Apr.
30

BOX 4 General correspondence, 1942, Feb. 24-1944, Aug. 12
BOX 4 White House correspondence, 1935, Oct. 31-1944, Nov. 27
BOX 4 1944 campaign
BOX 4 Press material
BOX 4 1945, Jan. 7-1947, Jan. 30
BOX 5 1947, July 15-1949, Sept. 12

BOX 5-6 Franklin D. Roosevelt Memorial Library, 1947
Letters, pamphlets, newspaper items, telegrams, and printed materials.
Arranged by topic or type of material.

BOX 5 Correspondence with Franklin D. Roosevelt, 1947, Feb. 12-July 2
BOX 5 Correspondence with guests, 1947, Jan. 13-June 11
BOX 5 Additional correspondence, 1947, Mar. 20-June 11
BOX 5 Publicity, 1947, May 17
BOX 6 Expenses, 1947, May 17
BOX 6 Proceedings, 1947, May 17

BOX 6 Harry S. Truman, 1945-1954
Letters, notes, reports, and newspaper items.
Arranged by type of material.

BOX 6 White House correspondence, 1945, Sept.-1954, May 17
BOX 6 Press materials, 1945, May-1948, Mar.

BOX 6-7 White House Conference on Rural Education (1944), 1944-1954
Letters, magazine articles, telegrams, pamphlets, printed materials, and

reports.
Arranged by topic or type of material.

BOX 6 Initial steps
BOX 6 Hyde Park, Chicago, Ill., visit
BOX 6 Early letters and memoranda
BOX 6 Sample replies
BOX 6 Choosing the conferees
BOX 6 Invitations, 1944, Aug. 26-Nov. 6
BOX 6 Request for invitations
BOX 6 Typical acceptances
BOX 6 Typical regrets
BOX 6 Telegrams sent to conferees

Eleanor Roosevelt, 1924-1959
Container Contents
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BOX 6 Honorary chairmen
BOX 6 Last minute preparation
BOX 6 National Congress of Parents and Teachers Program
BOX 6 Correspondence with participants
BOX 6 Panel
BOX 6 Recording the program
BOX 6 Introductions
BOX 6 Group activities
BOX 6 Memoranda
BOX 6 Agenda
BOX 6 Alphabetical list of conferees
BOX 6 Letters of appreciation, 1944, Aug. 30-1945, Sept. 18
BOX 6 Proceedings
BOX 6 Post conference activities and letters, 1944, Sept.-1947, Sept.
BOX 6 Charter Day
BOX 7 Publicity, 1944, July 12-1954, Oct. 6
BOX 7 Press materials, 1944, Aug. 10-1954, July 13

BOX 7-8 White House Conference on How Women May Share in Post-War
Policy-Making (1944), 1944-1948
Letters, telegrams, reports, newspaper items, printed materials, and lists.
Arranged by topic or type of material.

BOX 7 White House luncheon, 1944, May 11
BOX 7 White House correspondence, 1944, May 15-1945, Feb. 23
BOX 7 Correspondence with Mr. Tolley
BOX 8 Additional correspondence, 1944, May 29-1945, Feb. 23
BOX 8 Miscellaneous correspondence, 1944, June-July 26
BOX 8 Invitations
BOX 8 Letters about list for invitations
BOX 8 Invitation to June 14 meeting
BOX 8 Typical requests for invitations
BOX 8 Typical acceptances
BOX 8 Typical regrets
BOX 8 Invitations rescinded
BOX 8 Program
BOX 8 Letters of appreciation, 1944, May 24-Sept. 28
BOX 8 Typical letters of appreciation from Williams to participants
BOX 8 Letters of appreciation
BOX 8 Memoranda and records
BOX 8 Post conference materials and correspondence, 1944, June 17-1948, Mar.

15
BOX 8 Conference and materials growing out of conference
BOX 8 Continuation committee and its work
BOX 8 Roster
BOX 8 Press materials, 1944, June 8-Oct. 28

White House Conference on Rural Education (1944), 1944-1954
Container Contents
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BOX 8 War Manpower Commission, 1944, June 14

BOX 9 Miscellany, 1937-1955
Pamphlets, printed materials, and newspaper items.
Arranged by topic or type of material.

BOX 9 Invitation to 63rd Continental Congress (1954 Daughters of the American
Revolution meeting)

BOX 9 Booklet, Seven Centuries of Russian Icon Painting (New York: Hammer
Galleries, 1937)

BOX 9 Invitation to dinner for Eleanor Roosevelt sponsored by Women’s Joint
Congressional Committee, 1946, Mar. 14

BOX 9 Whitmell Farm-Life School, official program, 1946, May 29
BOX 9 Newspapers concerning Eleanor Roosevelt’s decoration by Panamanian

ambassador, 1954
BOX 9 Newspapers and official program concerning 70th birthday party for

Eleanor Roosevelt, 1954, Oct. 11, Roosevelt Hotel, New York, N.Y.
BOX 9 Russian children’s book, 1955
BOX 9 Booklet, The World I Saw (1953), by Adlai Stevenson
BOX 9 Nation’s School (Mar. 1950)
BOX 9 Official inaugural program for Franklin D. Roosevelt’s 1937 inauguration

White House Conference on How Women May Share in Post-War Policy-Making
(1944), 1944-1948
Container Contents
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