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Collection Summary
Title: Charles Bendire Papers
Span Dates: 1874-1919
Bulk Dates: (bulk 1874-1919)
ID No.: MSS12377
Creator:  Bendire, Charles, 1836-1897
Extent: 1,200 items; 6 containers; 2.4 linear feet
Language: Collection material in English
Repository:  Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
Abstract: Ornithologist and army officer. Chiefly letters from ornithologists and naturalists
relating to Bendire’s activities as honorary curator of the Museum of Natural History of the
Smithsonian Institution.

Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by
occupation and listed alphabetically therein.
People
Barlow, Chester, d. 1902--Correspondence.
Bendire, Charles, 1836-1897.
Cockerell, Theodore D. A. (Dru Alison), 1866-1948--Correspondence.
Grinnell, George Bird, 1849-1938--Correspondence.
Johnson, Walter Adams--Correspondence.
McIlhenny, Edward Avery, 1872-1949--Correspondence.
Merriam, C. Hart (Clinton Hart), 1855-1942--Correspondence.
Poling, Otho C.--Correspondence.
Ralph, William S.--Correspondence.
Seton, Ernest Thompson, 1860-1946--Correspondence.
Taylor, Henry K.--Correspondence.
Organizations
National Museum of Natural History (U.S.)
Subjects
Ornithology.
Occupations
Army officers.
Ornithologists.

Administrative Information
Provenance
The papers of Charles Bendire, ornithologist and army officer, were given to the Library by A. K.
Fisher in 1941.
Processing History
The papers of Charles Bendire were arranged and described in 2000.

Charles Bendire Papers  2



Copyright Status
The status of copyright in the unpublished writings of Charles Bendire is governed by the Copyright
Law of the United States (Title 17, U.S.C.).
Access and Restrictions
The papers of Charles Bendire are open to research. Researchers are advised to contact the
Manuscript Reading Room prior to visiting. Many collections are stored off-site and advance notice
is needed to retrieve these items for research use.
Preferred Citation
Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: Container
number, Charles Bendire Papers, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

Scope and Content Note
The papers of Charles Bendire (1836-1897) span the years 1874-1919, with the bulk of the
documents dated 1884-1896. The papers consist of correspondence and related material and
document Bendire's role as honorary curator of the Museum of Natural History of the Smithsonian
Institution, a position he held when on leave from the Army, 1883-1884, and continued after his
retirement from the Army in 1886. Many of the letters relate to ornithology, in particular the
securing of specimens for the museum collection, the identification of eggs, and the publication of
Bendire's Life Histories of North American Birds (U.S. Government Printing Office: Washington,
1892).
Correspondents include J. A. Allen, Chester Barlow, Theodore D. A. Cockrell, George Bird Grinnell,
Charles Hallock, Walter Adams Johnson, Edward Avery McIlhenny, C. Hart Merriam, Otho C.
Poling, William S. Ralph, Ernest Thompson Seton, and Henry K. Taylor.

Arrangement of the Papers
This collection is arranged alphabetically by name of correspondent.
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Container List

Container Contents

BOX 1 Abbott, H. L., 1896
BOX 1 Allen, Charles A., 1893-1895
BOX 1 Allen, J. A., 1891-1893
BOX 1 Andrus, Fred H., 1894
BOX 1 Ankeny, Levi, 1896
BOX 1 Anthony, A. W., 1891-1896, undated
BOX 1 Armstrong, Frank B., 1891-1895, undated
BOX 1 Arnold, Edward, 1896
BOX 1 Atkins, J. W., 1889
BOX 1 Attwater, H. P., 1892-1896

(3 folders)
BOX 1 Austen, H., 1892
BOX 1 Avery, William C., 1891-1893
BOX 1 "A" miscellaneous, 1897
BOX 1 Babbitt, James P., 1895-1896
BOX 1 Bacon, Eugenie M., 1896
BOX 1 Bacon, George R., 1896
BOX 1 Bagg, Egbert, 1896
BOX 1 Bailey, William L., 1896
BOX 1 Baker, Frank, 1897
BOX 1 Bangs, Outram, 1896
BOX 1 Banks, J. W., 1893-1896
BOX 1 Barlow, Chester, 1894-1897
BOX 1 Barnes, R. M., 1893-1895
BOX 1 Batchelder, Charles F., 1888-1896
BOX 1 Beck, Rollo H., 1891-1896
BOX 1 Belding, S., 1891-1893
BOX 1 Benson, Harry C., 1892
BOX 1 Berry, George H., 1894
BOX 1 Bicknell, Eugene P., 1896
BOX 1 Birge, Wilbert M., 1896
BOX 1 Bishop, Louis B., 1895-1896
BOX 1 Bishop, W. L., 1890
BOX 1 Boardman, George A., 1896
BOX 1 Bowles, Charles W., 1893-1896
BOX 1 Bowles, J. H., 1895
BOX 1 Breck, Samuel, 1896
BOX 1 Breninger, George F., 1893-1896
BOX 1 Bretherton, Bernard J., 1893-1894
BOX 1 Brewster, Caroline, undated
BOX 1 Brewster, William, 1889-1896
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BOX 2 Brokaw, Louis W., 1894-1896
BOX 2 Brooks, Allan C., 1890
BOX 2 Brown, Arthur E., 1892-1896
BOX 2 Brown, Herbert, 1891-1893
BOX 2 Brown, James W., 1894-1895
BOX 2 Brown, Jasper, 1894
BOX 2 Brush, L. O., 1895
BOX 2 Bryant, Edwin S., 1896-1897
BOX 2 Bryant, Walter E., 1889-1895
BOX 2 Buckenham, B., 1893
BOX 2 Burge, George H., 1894
BOX 2 Burrows, D. B., 1892-1896
BOX 2 Burton, Minnie N., 1886
BOX 2 "B" miscellaneous, 1879, 1894-1896
BOX 2 Cairns, John S., 1892-1893
BOX 2 Calderwood, A., 1893
BOX 2 Call, S. J., 1892-1895
BOX 2 Cantwell, George G., 1890-1894
BOX 2 Carroll, George E., 1895
BOX 2 Carter, Edward C., 1891
BOX 2 Cattin, J. C., 1894
BOX 2 Caulk, William B., 1892-1894
BOX 2 Chadbourne, Arthur P., 1893-1896
BOX 2 Chamberlin, M., 1893
BOX 2 Chapman, Frank M., 1894
BOX 2 Cherrie, George K., 1892
BOX 2 Clark, John N., 1890-1896
BOX 2 Clarke, H. D., 1896
BOX 2 Clute, Willard N., 1892
BOX 2 Coole, Henry K., 1894-1896
BOX 2 Cobb, John N., 1893
BOX 2 Cockerell, Theodore D. A., 1890
BOX 2 Cohen, D. A., 1896
BOX 2 Cooke, Clinton, 1891-1893
BOX 2 Cooper, W. A., 1874
BOX 2 Court, E. J., 1896
BOX 2 Crandall, C. W., 1891-1896
BOX 2 Crowley, D. J., 1896-1897
BOX 2 Cummings, Will R., 1895
BOX 2 Cunningham, Burton R., 1891-1895
BOX 2 "C" miscellaneous, 1895
BOX 2 Daniel, John M., 1895-1896
BOX 2 Davie, Oliver, 1890, 1896
BOX 2 Davis, D. B., 1892
BOX 2 Davis, Nathan, 1895
BOX 2 Davison, J. L., 1894-1896

Container List
Container Contents
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BOX 2 Dennison, George W., 1892-1896
BOX 2 Denslow, Henry C., 1895
BOX 2 Denton, Shelley, 1896
BOX 2 Devine, J. L., 1894
BOX 2 Dewey, L. H., 1893
BOX 2 Dille, Frederick M., 1893-1896
BOX 2 Dinges, Rupert E., 1895-1896
BOX 2 Doe, Charles E., 1892-1895
BOX 2 Donald, John A., 1890-1892
BOX 2 Douglass, C. W., 1894
BOX 2 Dresser, H. E., 1896-1897
BOX 2 Dutcher, Willliam, 1890-1896
BOX 2 Dwight, Jonathan, 1894-1895
BOX 2 Dyche, L. L., 1895
BOX 2 "D" miscellaneous, 1892-1896
BOX 2 Elliot, Edmund, 1896
BOX 2 Elliott, Robb, undated
BOX 2 Emerson, W. Otto, 1890-1896
BOX 2 Erwin, Gordon W., 1894
BOX 2 Evans, Samuel, 1896
BOX 2 "E" miscellaneous, 1890, 1896
BOX 3 Farley, J. A., 1895
BOX 3 Felton, Thomas C., undated
BOX 3 Fisher, A. K., 1894-1896
BOX 3 Fleming, James H., 1896-1897
BOX 3 Flint, H. W., 1892-1896
BOX 3 Fowler, Frederick Hall, 1892-1894
BOX 3 Frazer, M. Abbott, 1894-1895
BOX 3 Frost, Albert H., 1896, undated
BOX 3 "F" miscellaneous, 1894
BOX 3 Gale, Denis, 1887-1893
BOX 3 Gault, B. T., 1893-1896
BOX 3 Gaylord, Horace A., 1895
BOX 3 Giddings, H. J., 1895
BOX 3 Goss, A. B., 1889-1894
BOX 3 Grail, W. E., 1890-1891
BOX 3 Griffin, George, 1894-1896
BOX 3 Griffing, M. B., 1896
BOX 3 Griner, W., 1896
BOX 3 Grinnell, George Bird, 1892-1896
BOX 3 Grover, Walter E., 1894-1896
BOX 3 "G" miscellaneous, 1894
BOX 3 Hallock, Charles, 1888, 1910
BOX 3 Hardy, Manly, 1890-1896
BOX 3 Harford, Horace, 1895
BOX 3 Harris, Frank, 1893
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BOX 3 Harris, George E., 1893
BOX 3 Harris, George W., 1897
BOX 3 Harris, Moses, 1895
BOX 3 Harris, W. C., 1894
BOX 3 Harvey, M., 1893
BOX 3 Haskell, Charles H., 1894
BOX 3 Henning, H. R., 1894
BOX 3 Herrera, A. L., 1892
BOX 3 Hess, Isaac E., 1896
BOX 3 Hewitt, A., 1895-1896
BOX 3 Hoffman, W. H., 1893-1895
BOX 3 Holmes, H. E., 1895
BOX 3 Hopkins, A. D., 1894
BOX 3 Howarth, James W., 1896
BOX 3 Howe, Reginald H., 1896
BOX 3 Hubbard, Sara A., 1896
BOX 3 "H" miscellaneous, 1893-1896
BOX 3 Ingersoll, A. M., 1895-1896
BOX 3 Ingraham, D. P., 1890-1895
BOX 3 Iterson, F. von, 1891-1894
BOX 3 Jackson, Thomas H., 1890
BOX 3 Jacobs, J. Warren, 1896
BOX 3 Johnson, A. W., 1893-1894
BOX 3 Johnson, Chester, 1888
BOX 3 Johnson, H. H., 1894-1896
BOX 3 Johnson, Walter A., 1896
BOX 3 Jones, Lynds, 1892-1894
BOX 3 Jones, P. L., 1892
BOX 3 Judd, Elmer T., 1892-1897
BOX 3 Judson, W. B., 1895
BOX 4 Kaeding, Charles D., 1896
BOX 4 Kaeding, Henry B., 1895
BOX 4 Keays, H. H., 1892-1895
BOX 4 Kennard, Fred H., 1896
BOX 4 Ketterer, Edward A., undated
BOX 4 Ketterlinus, J. L., 1891-1896
BOX 4 Kelly, Nannie, 1919
BOX 4 Keyes, Charles R., 1894
BOX 4 Kimball, Ida B., 1895
BOX 4 Kirkwood, F. C., 1897
BOX 4 Knigh, Ora W., 1896
BOX 4 Koch, Fred W., 1892-1895, undated
BOX 4 Koehler, S. R., 1896
BOX 4 "K" miscellaneous, 1895-1896
BOX 4 Ladd, Charles E., 1894
BOX 4 Ladd, Samuel B., 1892
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BOX 4 Lamb, T. H. P., 1896
BOX 4 Lattin, Frank H., 1890-1894
BOX 4 Lawrence, Robert B., 1891-1897
BOX 4 Limberger, W. B., 1895
BOX 4 Littlejohn, Chase, 1892-1896
BOX 4 Lloyd, William, 1890-1891
BOX 4 Long, G. W., 1892
BOX 4 Loomis, Leverett M., 1893-1895
BOX 4 Lord, Frank H., 1895-1897
BOX 4 Lord, John A., 1893
BOX 4 Loucks, W. E., 1893-1896
BOX 4 Lowell, A. C., 1890
BOX 4 Lugger, Otto., 1890
BOX 4 Lusk, Richard D., 1892-1896
BOX 4 Lynch, J. W., 1893-1894
BOX 4 "L" miscellaneous, 1893-1895
BOX 4 Mabbeth, Gideon, 1890
BOX 4 MacFarlane, R., 1889-1895
BOX 4 MacKay, George, 1896
BOX 4 Mann, James R., 1895
BOX 4 Marcom, G. Fran, 1894-1896
BOX 4 Mattingly, O. F., 1891
BOX 4 Mathers, Wallace, 1895-1896
BOX 4 McArthur, L. L., 1894
BOX 4 McGregor, Richard C., 1892-1897
BOX 4 McIlhenny, E. A., 1892-1896
BOX 4 McKelly, M. C., undated
BOX 4 McLaughlin, R. B., 1893
BOX 4 Mearns, Edgar A., 1891-1892
BOX 4 Menge, J. F., 1890
BOX 4 Menke, H. W., 1892-1896
BOX 4 Merriam, Florence A., 1896
BOX 4 Merriam, C. Hart, 1895
BOX 4 Merrill, J. C., 1884, 1895-1896
BOX 4 Meyer, Wyatt J., 1895-1896
BOX 4 Miller, Olin T., undated
BOX 4 Miller, Thomas, 1893
BOX 4 Mitchell, Guy E., 1897
BOX 4 Morrison, Charles F., 1890
BOX 4 Murch, Elmer T., 1896
BOX 4 Murchison, A. C., 1895-1896
BOX 4 "M" miscellaneous, 1891-1896
BOX 5 Neal, James B., 1896-1897
BOX 5 Nehrling, H., 1896
BOX 5 Nelson, E. W., 1894
BOX 5 Nichols, Charles, 1894
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BOX 5 Nicholson, John P., 1896
BOX 5 Norris, J. Parker, 1887-1896
BOX 5 North, Alfred J., 1894-1897
BOX 5 "N" miscellaneous, 1895
BOX 5 Ogden, H. V., 1896
BOX 5 Olds, Henry W., 1896
BOX 5 Osgood, Wilfred H., 1896
BOX 5 Parkhurst, A. L., 1889
BOX 5 Patee, F. B., 1892-1893
BOX 5 Patton, Frank A., 1892-1896
BOX 5 Peabody, P. B., 1891-1894
BOX 5 Pelton, W. C., 1894-1895, undated
BOX 5 Phillips, W. Hallett, 1896
BOX 5 Piers, Harry, 1896
BOX 5 Poling, Otho C., 1890
BOX 5 Pope, Arthur L., 1895
BOX 5 Porter, W. B., 1891-1896
BOX 5 Post, Julius A., 1892-1895
BOX 5 Poynting, Frank, 1892-1896
BOX 5 Preston, J. W., 1891-1896
BOX 5 Price, William W., 1894-1896
BOX 5 Prill, A. G., 1891-1896
BOX 5 Pringle, George E., 1890-1891
BOX 5 Quaintance, A. L., 1896
BOX 5 Quigg, Lemuel E., 1896
BOX 5 Raine, Walter, 1891, undated
BOX 5 Ralph, William S., 1890-1896

(3 folders)
BOX 5 Rathbren, S. F., 1893-1894, undated
BOX 5 Rawson, C., 1889-1890
BOX 5 Redington, J. W., 1894
BOX 5 Reed, Charles K., 1894
BOX 5 Reed, J. Harris, 1893
BOX 6 Reinecke, Ottomar, 1892
BOX 6 Reiser, F., 1892
BOX 6 Renick, Frank H., 1893-1895
BOX 6 Rey, E., 1895, undated
BOX 6 Reynolds, C. B., 1888, 1895-1896
BOX 6 Rhoads, S. W., 1892
BOX 6 Rice, Morris, 1896
BOX 6 Richmond, Charles W., 1892
BOX 6 Ricker, Everett, 1896
BOX 6 Ricksecker, L. E., 1893-1897
BOX 6 Roberts, Thomas S., 1893-1896
BOX 6 Robertson, Emmett, 1896
BOX 6 Robinson, Wirt, 1895
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BOX 6 Roddy, H. Justin, 1895
BOX 6 Rolfe, Eugene S., 1896
BOX 6 Rumsey, W. E., 1894
BOX 6 Sage, John H., 1894-1896
BOX 6 Sargent, Harry B., 1893
BOX 6 Sawtele, Charles G., 1896
BOX 6 Scheller, Franz, 1896
BOX 6 Scheller, Marie, 1896
BOX 6 Scherrer, Louis G., 1894
BOX 6 Sennett, George B., 1890
BOX 6 Shaler, W. B., 1890
BOX 6 Short, Ernest H., 1896
BOX 6 Shufeldt, R. W., 1896
BOX 6 Singley, J. A., 1890
BOX 6 Smith, E. G., 1893-1894
BOX 6 Smith, E. Kirby, 1892-1893
BOX 6 Smith, Horace G., 1890
BOX 6 Smith, Philo W., 1892-1894
BOX 6 Smith, R. M. Kirby, 1892-1893
BOX 6 Smith, Vic, undated
BOX 6 Smith, W. W., 1891-1897
BOX 6 Smith, William G., 1891-1894
BOX 6 Smyth, Ellison A., 1889-1892
BOX 6 Snell, W. W., 1896
BOX 6 Sornberger, Jewell D., 1894-1895
BOX 6 Spauldings, F. B., 1894-1895
BOX 6 Stafford, John, 1894-1896
BOX 6 Stearns, W. A., 1896
BOX 6 Steele, M. A., 1896
BOX 6 Steere, J. B., 1894
BOX 6 Steinbeck, William, 1897
BOX 6 Stephan, S. A., 1893-1894
BOX 6 Stephens, F., 1890-1893
BOX 6 Stone, Witmer, 1894-1896
BOX 6 Stout, J. Kennedy, 1896
BOX 6 Strong, Reuben M., 1896
BOX 6 Surber, Thaddeus, 1896
BOX 6 Swallow, C. W., 1891
BOX 6 "S" miscellaneous, 1893-1896
BOX 6 Taylor, Elizabeth, 1892-1893
BOX 6 Taylor, Henry Reed, 1893-1897, undated
BOX 6 Thompson, Ernest E. Seton, 1889-1890, 1896
BOX 6 Tollire, Oscar, 1895
BOX 6 Totten, Robert J., 1896
BOX 6 Treat, Willard E., 1894
BOX 6 Turnbull, Thomas R., 1893
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BOX 6 Turner, L. M., 1894-1895
BOX 6 Van Denburgh, J., 1894
BOX 6 Van Ostrand, H. T., 1894
BOX 6 Verrill, Addison H., 1893
BOX 6 Walker, R. L., 1895-1896
BOX 6 Warner, William J., 1897
BOX 6 Warwick, Robert, 1895-1896
BOX 6 Wayne, Arthur T., 1891-1896
BOX 6 Webb, Walter F., 1891-1896
BOX 6 Webster, Frank B., 1889
BOX 6 Wheeler, R. S., 1894
BOX 6 Wherry, William M., 1896
BOX 6 Wicks, M. L., 1893
BOX 6 Widmann, Otto, 1893-1897
BOX 6 Wilcox, Timothy E., 1892
BOX 6 Willard, Frank, 1896
BOX 6 Williams, R. S., 1890-1896
BOX 6 Williams, W. J. B., 1895
BOX 6 Winans, Edgar W., 1893
BOX 6 Wise, H. S., 1896
BOX 6 Wittkugel, Erich, 1891
BOX 6 Wolfe, Walter M., 1890
BOX 6 Wood, C. E., 1893
BOX 6 Woodruff, F. M., 1890
BOX 6 Zimmerman, O. B., 1891
BOX 6 Unidentified, 1891-1896, undated
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