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THE 

PREFACE. 
IS a received Maxim, that Vir- 
tue is its own Reward, even in 
this Life, and Vice its own Pu- 
nifhment. Serenity of Mind, •. 
calm "thoughts, and an internal 

fettled Tranquility of Soul are capital Bleffmgs, 
always to be enjoyed by the Man whofe Con- 
fcience reproaches him not, and whofe life 
has been regulated by right Reafon and Re- 
ligion. And the Enjoyr/ient of thefe,. are fa 
effential to our llappinefs, even here as well as 
hereafter, that it may be a juft Matter of 
Wonder and Aflonifhment,how it faould bepoffi- 
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ble fo great a Number of reafonable Creatures- 

fhould barter it away for momentary, tumultuous 
Gratifications, which (when paffed and ever) 
can't he reflected upon, but with the utmoft 
Horror and Diftrefs of Mind, and often are 
attended with Poverty, Shame, Anguifh of Spi- 
rit, Deftru£iion, Death, and all the Evils that 
Humanity is capable of fuffering. 

BUT the following Sheets will fet mam; 
fuch mxlancholy Inflames of the Depravity of 
human Nature before the Reader, In many of 
them may he cbferv'd, that 

• Nemo repente fuit turpiflimus. 

and that from fmall Beginnings, a Man may 
arrive to a mo'iifirous Pitch of Wickednefs, and 
by permitting himfelf to continue in the Ccm- 
mifjicn of [what he may call'] Peccadillo'J, or 
trifling Breaches of his known Duty, he will 
certainly grow more hardened and bolder, and 
will be gradually led on from one Step in 
Wickednefs to another, till at laft he throws of 
all Riflraint, and abandons himfelf to the Pra- 
ctice of all manner of Iniquity with Greedi- 
nefs^ 

IT can hardly be unobferved, by any intelli- 
gent Perfon, hcwflrongly the Touth of the pre- 
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fent Age are addi£fed Jo Licentioufncfs, and 
ho'W devoted they are to all criminal Pleafures 
and Enjoyments. Rajhnefs., Folly, and Vanity, 
influence not only the meayier fort,, but too many 
of thofe who have been taught by a virtuous 
Education, to know and purfue better 'Things. 
And perhaps the following Scenes of Diftrefs 
and Mifery, may be of fame Ufe,- and may 
caution the inconftderate, againfi treading thofe 
Paths, and taking thofe Courfes which lead 
down to DeftruSlion, and the dreadful Chambers 
of Death. 

IN many of the following AccountSy the 
Condition of an unhappy Wretch is piSiured, 
whofe Eyes were open d by his Mifery, and by' 
the near Approach of an ignominious and 

fhameful Death. And it may not be improper 
to obferve, what a tormenting Senfe every one 
of thefe ObjeSls of Mifery, [who were not to- 
tally abandoned of God, and grown quite har- 
den'd in PFickednefs] had of their paft Follies., 
and how feverely they reproached themfelves, 
in the bitternefs of their Souls for hating In- 
ftruStion, and rejeSfing Reproof The Reader 
will find many of them lamenting too late, 
their deviating from the Paths of Religion, Rea- 
fon and Virtue, and wiftjing they had fpent their 
Lives in fuch a manner, as to have avoided 
the Cenfures of their own Confciences, and have 
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p-cf.rv:'d their  Integrity   and Innocence, tho'' 
thtj had laboufd under ever fo great and many 
Mhfcrtunes. 

P/E fkiall only add, that the following Pa- 
pers are the Genuine Accounts of the Lives and 
Behaviour of the moji remarkable ConviiJs, 
form of them taken by Clergymen, and thofe 
who charitably afffled them (under their mi- 
ferable Clrcumftances) in their Preparation for 
Death; and the reft by the Divine who was 
appointed to that melancholy Office, and through- 
out the wholey we have been as concife as was 
conjtfient with our giving the Satisfa£iion we 
dejign^d in this ColleSfion. 

Fdelix quem faciunt aliena Pericula cautum. 
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ACCOUNTS 
O F   T H E 

Behaviour and Dying-Speeches 

Of the moil REMARKABLE 

CONVICTS. 
From the Year 1700, to the prefent Time. 

The ORDINARY of Newgate his Account of 
the Behaviour and Dying-Words of Captain 

• WiHiam Kidd and Darby MuUins, Con- 
demned for Piracy. 

jUPTAIN William Kidd,  was about 
56 Years of Age, born in Scotland: I 
found   him  unwilling   to  confefs  the 
Crime he was convi&d of, or declare 
any thing, otherwife than that he had 
been a great Oifender, and liv'd with- 
out any due  Confideration,   either of 

God's Mercies or   Judgments,  or  of his   wonderful 
Works which had often been fet before him j  that he 
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never remember'd tojreturn him Thanks for the many great 
Deliverances he had receiv'd from him, nor call'd him- 
felf to account for what he had done ; and now he 
owns that God is a juft God, and he a vile and wretched 
Sinner. He fays, he .repents of all his Sins, and 
hopes to be fav'd through the Merits of Chrift : He 
further declares, that he dies in Charity with all the 
.World. 

Darby MuUins Was about 40 Years old, bom in Ire- 
land, hard-by Marbughfels, about 16 Miles off London- 
derry. He faid he Tiv'd in his own Country, and fol- 
lowed the Plough with his Father, while he was young ; 
but being kidnapp'd, he was carried away into the Wefi- 
Jndies, where he ferv'd a Planter, for the Space of four 
Years ; afterwards he turned a Waterman, and followed 
feveral other Employments in and about Jamaica ; and 
when the Earthquake happen'd there, he was miracu- 
loufly preferv'd : After this Earthquake, he went to 
Kingfion, a Town in thofe Parts, and there he built 
Kmfelf an Houfe, and fold Liquors, is'c. Then he 
came to Neiv-Tork, with his Family, in the Charity, 
Capt. Sims, Commander, and contintied there 2 Years; 
at the End of which, he took his Paffage on board Capt. 
Slade, to the Maderas, where he ftay'd about three 
Weeks, and then returned to Nenjj-Tork, and fome Time 
after, having buried his firft Wife there, he was not 
able any longer to keep Houfe, but apply'd himfelf to 
carrying and fetching Wood from Place to Place, in a 
Boat of his own about 20 Tuns. Then he left off this 
Employment, and engaged himfelf with Capt. Kidd, 
and afterwards with Capt. Culliford, not knowing but 
that it was very lawful (as he faid he was told) to plun- 
der Ships and Goods, i^e. belonging to the Enemies of 
Chriftianity. But now he being ihew'd, that thofe 
were the greateft Enemies to Chrift and his Religion, 
who did fuch unaccountable things, as he and his Com- 
panions did, contrary to the Laws of Chriftianity, which 
they profefs'd : He faid he heartily begg'd Pardon of 
Cod, and of the World, for it, and wiw'd he had not 
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been fuch an Offender. He confefs'd he had been a great 
a Sinner, and had of late very much given up himfelf to 
Swearing, Curfing, profaning the Sabbath-Day, i^c. 
which he now acknowledged had defervedly brought this 
Calamity upon him. He feemed to be very penitent, 
and pray'd to God to forgive both thefe, and all other 
the Errors and Mifcarriages of his paft Life. He was a 
poor unlearned Perfon, not very much acquainted with 
any Principles of Religion ; yet he was willing to be di- 
redled, and exprefs'd great Hopes, that through the 
Merits of Chrift, he fhould find Mercy, and obtain 
Salvation. 

At the Place of Execution, I found (to my unfpeak- 
able Grief) when_ Capt. Kidd was brought thither, he 
was enflam'd with Drink ; which had fo difcompos'd 
his Mind, that it was in a vefy ill Frame, and very un- 
fit for the great Work to be perform'd by him. I pray'd 
for him, and fo did other worthy Divines that were 
prefent, to whom (as well as to myfelf) the Capt. ap- 
pear'd to be much out of Order, and not fo concern'd 
and aiFefted, as he ought to have been ; 'tis true, he 
fpoke fome Words expreffing his Confidence in God's 
Mercies through Chrift, and likewife declared that. he 
dy'd in Charity with all the World ; but ftill I fufpefted 
his Sincerity, becaufe he reflefted more upon others, 
than upon himfelf, and endeavoured to lay his Faults 
upon his Crew and others, in the fame Manner he did 
when upon his Trial. When I left him at NcTugatHyhs 
told me Jie would make a full Confeffion at the Tree ; 
but inftead of that (contrary to my Expeftation) he was 
unwilling to own the Juftice of his Condemnation, or fo 
much as the Providence of God, who for his Sins had 
defervedly brought him to this untimely End. Darby 
MuUlns perfifted in aflerting what he had told me before, 
and had nothing to add. The Captain having warned all 
Matters of Ships, and others, to take Warning by him. 
I then fung with them a penitential Pfalm, and after 
another (hort Prayer, recommending them to God, I 
parted with them, leaving them to the divine Mercy. 

B 2 But 
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But here I muft take Notice of a remarkable (and I 

hope moft lucky) Accident which happen'd. The Rope 
with which Capt. Kiddv<z& ty'd, broke, and fo falling 
to the Ground, he was taken up alive ; and by this 
Means had Opportunity to confider more of that Eterni- 
ty he was launching into. When he was brought up, 
and ty'd again to the Tree, I defir'd Leave to go to him 
again, which was granted ; then I fliew'd him the great 
Mercy of God to him in giving him (unexpeftedly) this 
farther Refpite, that fo he might improve the few Mo- 
ments, now fo mercifully allotted him, in perfefting his 
Faith and Repentance. Now I found him in much bet- 
ter Temper than before ; but as I was unwilling to offer 
any thing to him by way of Queftion, that might per- 
haps have difcompos'd his Spirit, fo I contented myfelf 
to prefs him to embrace (before it was too late) the 
Mercy of God now again offer'd him, upon the eafy 
Conditions of fledfaft Faith, true Repentance, and per- 
feft Charity j which now, indeed, he did fo fully and 
freely exprefs, that I hope he was hearty and lincere in 
it, declaring openly that he repented with all his Heart, 
and dy'd in Chriftian Love and Charity with all the 
World ; this he faid as he was on the Top of the Lad- 
der (the Scaffold being now broken down) and myfelf 
half way on it, as clofe to him as I could ; who having 
again, for the laft Time, pray'dwith him, left him, with 
a greater Satisfaftion than I had before, that lie was 
Penitent. 

They were executed at Execution-Bock, on Friday, 
May 23, 1701. 

^'h 
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The Behaviour., ConfeJJion and Dying-Words of 
Herman Strodtman, condemned for Feloty^ 
Burglary., and the Murder of Peter Wolter. 

HE was about eighteen Years of Age, born at Revel 
in Lifland, where his Father, a Merchant, live; 

in good Repute. He feid he was a Lutheran, and had 
been well brought-up and educated, by his Parents ; 
but (to his unexpreffible Grief) had given way to his un- 
ruly Paflions, and the Temptations of the grand Enemy 
of Mankind, tlie Devil, which had brought him to this • 
untimely Death. He ingenuoufly and fully confefs'd the 
Crimes he was guilty of; anddefir'd all (both Young and 
Old) to take warning by him, and to 'Txatch and pray, left 
theyfallinto Temptation. He cry'd mightily to God for the 
Pardon of all his Sins, and pray'd that the Blood of Chrift 
.would cleanfe him from all his Iniquities. When the 
Dead-Warrant was come, I told him of it, and that he 
ought nov/ to quicken his Pace to the Path of eternal 
Life, for he had but very few Days to live here. To 
which he anfwered. The Lord's Will be done. I am ready 
to die. I am njuilli?tg to die. Only, I beg of God, that I 
may not (oi 1 deferve) die an eternal Death ; and though 
I die here, for my tnofl heinous and enormous Crimes, yet I 
may, for the Lonje of Chrift, li've eternally ivith him in 

. Heaven. Then he going on in thefe his pious Tranfports, 
he faid, Godbkfs the King, and all my honourable Judges; they 
have done me no ivrong ; but ''tis I, that have done great 
lurong. The Lord be merciful to me, to me a great Sinner, 
tlfe Iperijh. Thefe were the Words that he then moft 
paffionately utter'd, with feveral others of the like Im- 
port. And all the Time he lay under Confinement in 
Neivgate, I faw nothing in him, but what was becoming 
a penitent Sinner. Sometimes he feemed to be in very- 
great defpondency and defpair of his Salvation, by Rea- 
fon that he felt (as he faid) his Repentance was not great 
enough, and therefore was mightily troubled in his Mind, 
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and was afraid that God would not accept of him. Yet, 
through Faith in Chrift's Merits, thofe Fears and Doubts 
were won difpell'd ; and in the midft of them, God was 
pleafed to difcover his wonderful Mercy to him, and to 
lift up the Light of his Countenance upon him, and to 
comfort and alTift him with his Grace, and (to his great 
Spiritual Joy) he became fenfible, that he was made firry 
after a godly Manner, and that his godlj Sorronv nxsould 
•work in kirn Repentance to Salvation, not to be repented of. 
He fliewed great Zeal, Fervency and Humility, and gave 
all the Signs of true Contrition and Penitence, that could 
be ; at kail, it appeared fo to me, and to feveral other 
Minifters of God's Word, and pious People, that came 
to vifit him. And as an Inftance of his Repentance and 
Humility, and the Regard he had to his Soul, he made 
the nioft ample, ingenuous and plain Confeffion to me, 
that I believe ever was made by any Malefaftor before ; 
v/hich Ccnfeffion I took in writing from his own Mouth, 
and then reading it twice over to him, he folemnly de- 
clared it to be the Truth, and nothing but Truth : Then 
he figned it with his own Hand and defired that it might 
be printed. 

At the Place of Execution, Herman Strodtman pray'd 
moft fervently, fometimes in Englijh, and at other Times 
in his own Tongue; and I hope his Repentance was equal 
to his Crimes. He read two excellent Prayers, which 
he himfelf had compofed, and written with his own 
Hand, with fome very ufeful Admonitions to other Sin- 
ners, and then deliver'd it to me, which well deferve to 
be made publick. 

'the Confeffion of Harman Strodtman. 

IN the Year 1683, or a little before, I was born at 
Renjel in Lifiand, and had the Happinefs to come of 

a good Family ; my Parents being Perions of fome Ac- 
count in the World, and alfo godly and religious People^ 
who took great Care of my Education. 

About   5 
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About the Year 1694, my Father fent me to School 

to Lubeck, were I continued till Michaelmas, 1698. From 
thence I went to Hamburgh, and Itaid their 'till I fet out 
for England.   I arrived at London the 18 th Day oi March 
following, and (together with one Peter Walter, who 
came with me into England) (was, or at leaft I thought 
myfelf to be) bound Apprentice to Mr. Stein and Mr. 
Dorein, Merchants, and Partners in London.   Peter Walter 
and myfeif, having been Fellow-Travellcrs, and being 
now  Fellow-Prentices, we liv'd  for fome  Time very 
friendly and lovingly together, till about Auguji, when 
his Sifter was marry'd to one of our Mailers, Mr. Dorien. 
Then he began to be fo proud, and fo much domineering 
over me, that I could not bear it.  We had feveral fallings 
out, and he twice beat me, once before the Maids of the 
Floufe in the Kitchin, and at another time in the Compting- 
Hcufe; and did (befides that) often complain and tell Tales 
of me to my Mailers; thereby raifmg their ];)ifpleafure a- 
gainft me, and creating me their ill-will, fo that they kept 
me clofe at home, and would not give me the fame Liberty 
which my Fellow-Prentice (and myfelf before) had, of 
going abroad (fometimes) for Recreation.  Upon this Ac- 
count, I conceiv'd an| implacable hatred againil him, 
and the Devil put it into my Heart to be revenged on him 
at any rate.    Firfl, I defign'd to do it by Poifon, having 
(to that purpofe) mixt fome Mercury with a certain white 
Powder, which he had always in a Glafs in the Chamber, 
and of which he us'd to take a Dofe very often, for the-- 
Scurvy.    But it being then Winter-Time (I think the^ 
latter End of December, or beginning of January)  I, 
found he had left off taking of his Powder ; and fo I 
might wait long enough before I could fee the EfFefts of 
my Poifon, if Iflaid 'till the Time he was to take that 
Powder again.    Therfore I thought of another Way to 
difpatch him, and this was by ftabbing him.    And as I 
was, or thought myfelf daily abus'd by him, fo my 
hatred, and Spirit of Revenge grew hotter and hotter 3 -] 
gainft him every Day ; infomuch that now I came to be 
apprehenfive, that if I continued longer in the Houfe, I 
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cciild not forbear at laft doing him open Mifchief, and 
laying violent Hands upon him. Whereupon I defired 
one of the Maids to beg of my Mailer to fend me to the 
Wefi-Indies; but they refolving nothing in the Matter, 
ar.d I beirg in hafte about it, ftiew'd myfelf very uneafy 
under this uncertainty; and my Anger againft my Fellow- 
Prentice did fo increafe, that the Dutch Maid took great 
Notice of it to me, and gave me very good Advice of 
being m.eek, patient, and dutiful, which would have been 
a very happy Thing for me to have taken. But I was 
under too great a Temptation to be in any Condition of 
receiving good Admonitions from Friends. The great 
Enemy of my Soul, was nov/ very bufy about me, and 
woiJd not let me reft till I had executed this damnable 
Defign he h?.d put me upon. On Good-Friday Morning, 
my Matters fending m.e of an Errand, I took from thence 
Opportunity to go to Greenwich, with Defign to return 
home on Saturday ; but being now unwilling to kill my 
Fellow-Prentice before he had received the Sacrament, 
which he was to do on Eajler-day, I ftay'd at Greenv^ich, 
and on the Saturday fent a Letter to my Mafters, telling 
them (what the Father of Lies had diftated to me) that I 
was prefled, and was to go to Chatham, and there to be 
put on board of one of the King's Ships. On Eafter- 
Movdny, being ftill at Greennvich, I was met there by a 
yourg Man, who knew me, and at his return to London 
(as I heard) told my Mafters, that he thought I was not 
prtil, as I pretended. Upon which my Mafter Stein, 
(as I have been informed) going down to Chatham, to 
know certainly whether it was fo or no, did not find that 
any fuch young Man as my felf, had of late been preft 
there, or brought thither. On Eafter-day as I was at 
Greenixich, I went to Church there both Morning and 
Afternoon; but the Lord forgive me, my Heart was then 
very far from being Intent on any Thing that was Good. 
Towards the Evening I came to Town, and lay that 
iNight at a certain Inn (the Dolphin I think) with- 
out Bijhopfgate ; the next Morning I returned to Green- 
niAch, and was there and at WaohuUh, up and down there- 

abouts. 
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abouts, 'till the next Tuefday, when I came up to Town, 
and lay in Lombard-Street, and on Wednefday Morning 
went down again to Greenivich. On Thurfday Evening 
I came to Town again, and return'd to Greeniuich no 
more. Now being come to Town for good and all, I 
went to my Matters, and told them by Word of Mouth, 
what I had writ to them before, namelv. That I was 
prefled. But they faid.they could not believe it, for they 
had made Enquiry into that Matter upon the Place, and 
found no fuch Thing, and fo were very angry with me, 
and bid me be gone. Upon which I went away, and took 
Lodgings in Moorfields, and lay there both that Night, 
and Friday Night; and on Saturday I took other Lodg- 
ings at the Sign of the Sun, an Ale-houfe, in ^een- 
Street, London. Now I had a Key of the Fore-door of 
my Mailer's Houfe, which I got made for me a long Time 
before Chriftmas, by that which was my Mailers, and 
this was for my private Ufe, that I might (unknown to 
my Maflers) go in and out, at any Time when I had a 
Mind to it j intending at firft, no other ufe of it, but 
my having the Liberty of taking my Pleafure abroad, 
oft'ner than my Mailers would allow ; but the Devil at 
laft taught me another ufe of this Key. For by the help 
of it, I came to my Mafters Houfe on Saturday in Eafier- 
Week,, about half an Hour pafl eight at Night; and be- 
ing got in, I firft hid myfelf behind the Entry Door, up- 
on my hearing a Nolle of fomebody's going up Stairs. 
When this was over, and I fuppofed the Way was clear, 
I went up one Pair of Stairs firft, and entering the Room 
where I us'd to lye, next to the Compting-houfe, I went 
to a Tinder-box (which I knew was there) and having 
ftruck Fire, lighted a Candle. Then I took my Mafters 
Dark-Lanthorn that was there alfo, and went up with 
it another Pair of Stairs higher, and having got into 
an empty Room adjoining to Peter Wolter'i Chamber, I 
fhut myfelf in there, where I was no fooner come, but I 
heard a Noife, as if foraebody was coming up ; upon 
which, I put out my Candle, and fome Time after fell 
afleep.    About twelve o'Clock being awake, and fup 



t   10  ] 
pofihg tliat by this Time Peter Walter, and the reft of 
the Family were a-bed, and faft afleep, after I had been 
fome Time hearkening, and perceiv'd all was quiet in the 
Houfe, I went down again to my Room one Pair of Stairs, 
where the Tinder-box lay, and having lighted my Candle 
a fecond Time, entred the Compting-Houfe, and there 
took out feveral Notes and Bills, and fome Money too ; 
and then went up again 2 pair of Stairs, carrying with me 
a certain piece of Wood, wherewith they ufed to beat To- 
bacco, which I found in my Chamber.    When I was 
got up Stairs, I fprung into Peter Wolter'% Chamber, and 
coming to his Bed-iide, open'd the Curtains, and with 
my Tobacco-beater knock d him on the Head, giving 
Mm four or five Blows on the left Side of it, and another 
en the Right.    When I had given him the firft Blow, 
then my Heart failed  me ; yet being afraid to be dif- 
covered by the Noife he made v^ith Groaning, I follow- 
ed clofe this firfl; Blow, with three or four others, and 
then had not Courage enough to go on with any more^ 
Therefore to flop his Groans, I took his Pillow, and lay- 
ing it on his Mouth, prefled hard upon it with my Elbow, 
as I was fitting on the fide of his Bed; and by this means 
Hopp'd his Breath and ftifled him.   And thus I moft bar- 
baroufly muider'd this poor Creature ; whom I intended 
{had this fail'd) to have fhot to Death, having brought 
with me two Piftols ready charged for that wicked purpofe. 
Ihe Lord forgive me this Sin ! When I perceived Peter 
Walter was quite dead, I proceeded to fearch his Breeches 
and Cheft of Drawers, and took a Note of 20 /. with 
fome Money, out of his Pocket; which (with that I had 
taken in the Compting-Houfe) amounted to 8 or 9/. 
Theii I pack'd up fome  of his Linnen and Wollen 
Cloaths, and having made a Bundle of them, went down 
with it one Pair of Stairs, and out of a Window there, 
threw it into the next Houfe,  where nobody dwelt. 
Then I went up Stairs again, and having cut my Candle 
in two (both Pieces being lighted) I fet one in the Cheft 
of Drawers, and the other on a Chair, clofe by  the 
Bed Curtains 1 intending to have burnt the Houfe, in 
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order to conceal by this heinous Fadt, the other two, of 
Theft and Murder, which through the luftigation of the 
Devil, I had now moil barbaroufly committed. Then 
I went through a Window, out of the Houfe, into that 
where I had flung the Bundle ; and flaying there till 
about five in the Morning, went away with that Bundle 
(and what elfe I had took) to my Lodgings in ^een- 
Street, where I put on clean Cloths, and then went to 
the Siveeds Church in Trinity-Lane. There heard the 
Bill of Thanks read which my Maflers had put up for 
their own and their Neiglibours Prefervation; at which, 
my Heart funk down, and I had great Checks of Con- 
fcience, and could not forbear fhedding of Tears, which 
I hid (all I could) from an Acquaintance of my Mailers, 
who was in the fame Pew with rae, and told me, that 
my Mailers Houfe was like to have been burnt the laft 
Night, it being fet on Fire by an Accident yet unknown ; 
but the Mifchief which it might have done, was (thro' 
God's Mercy) happily prevented by the Dutch Maid, 
who firft fmelt the Fire, and faw the Smoak, and there- 
upon called her Mailer, and fetch'd up a Pail of Water, by 
which means it was prefently put out. This he told me at 
large as we were coming out of the Church ; and at our 
parting, he and I appointed to meet one another at Two 
o'clock upon the Out-Walks of the Royal Exchange, in 
order to go together to the Dutch Church in the Sa'voy. 
I went to the Exchange accordingly, and walked there- 
abouts, waiting for him a while; but he not coming as 
he had promifed me, I went alone (not to the Sa^oy as 
interided) but to Stepney Church, and after Sermon, walk- 
ed in the Fields towards Mile-End, where I faw at a 
Diftance, two Dutch Men that were hang'd there in 
Chains. Then I was ilruck with fome Remorfe and 
Fears, and faid to myfelf. Thou mafft come to be one of 
them, and be made a like SpeSacle to the World. After 
this, as I went on, I came to Blackvjall [as I think) and 
there ' faw another Perfon (a Captain of French Pirates) 
who alfo hang'd in Chains in that Place. Then the 
liiine Thoughts again returned upon me, wis. That it 
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may come to my Lot to ha've fuch a jhameful End. Thus 
Providence having led me to thofe difmal and gaftly 
Objefts, I came back to my ILodgings vi'ith heavy 
Thoughts about me, but not at all awaken'd to Repen- 
tance, for I was in a Spiritual Slumber ; flill under the 
Power and Dominion of the Devil, fo as my Heart did 
not relent at what I had done; but on the Contrary, I had 
it yet in my Mind, that if I failed of murdering my 
Fellow-Prenllce in his Bed, I would have deftroyed him 
fome other Way, and particularly defign'd to have piftord 
him, as he was going for his Mailers Letters to the Poft- 
Houfe, or at his coming back from thence ; as I had 
alfo once Iain in wait under the Arch in Auftine-Friars to 
have done it, if he had come out at that Time. Now 
being come back from my diftrafted Walks, to my Lodg- 
ings at the Sun Alehoufe, I fupp'd and went to Bed, after 
I had faid my Prayers; but (God knows) I was then in 
a very unfit Condition to pray ; but the Lord has fmce 
been infinitely gracious and merciful to me, in giving me 
a Heart (as well as a Mouth) to pray : For which his 
glorious Name be eternally praifed. The next Day, be- 
ing the fecond Monday after Eajier, I went in the Morn- 
ing to the White-Horfe-hm. without Cripplkgate, to re- 
ceive Money upon one of thofe Bills I had ftol'n out of 
my Matters Houfe, namely, the zol. Bill; but the Mnii 
that fliould have paid it, being faid to be gone out, I was 
defired to come again about twelve, which I did. In the 
mean Time I went to a GoUfinith, one that I knew in 
Lcmlard-ftreet, who would have fent me that Morning 
(as he faid) with fome Money to his Sifter, who was at 
a Boarding-School at Gremujich ; but I told him I could 
r,ot go before the next Day, and then I would. Before 
I csme away from him, he told me, that a young Man 
(one Green by Name) had been there enquiring after me. 
Upon which I defired him to tell that young Man, if he 
came again, that I would come back to look for him 
there about One. Then I hafted to the White-Horfe-lnn 
'. <r?,in, and found the Party from whom I thought to have 
Kceived the Money upon the Bill I brought to him ; but 
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he told me he had no Order to pay it. With this Ans- 
wer I returned to my Lodgings, and after I had dined, I 
went again to the Goldfmith''s in Lombard-Street, where I 
found Mr. Stein, with another Gentleman, and my 
Countryman Green. My Matter alk'd me whether I 
would go willingly to his Houfe, or be carried thither 
by two Porters. I faid I would go. So after fome 
Queftions about the horrid Fafts I had committed at his 
Houfe, and my denying of them, I was fearch'd, and 
the Bill of 20 /. which was in the Deceafed's Pocket, 
was found upon me. Then he ailcing me where I lay, I 
told him in Moorfields; fo we went thither, and came to 
my former Lodgings ; but the People of the Houfe told 
him, I did not lye there now, nor had not done fince laft 
Friday Night. By this, my Nlafter finding that I was 
unwilling to let him know where I had lay'd, or how I 
had difpofed of thofc Things which I had ilolen out of 
his Houfe, promifed me that if I would confefs, no harm 
fhould come to me, for he would take Care to fend me 
prefently beyond Sea, Upon this I freely told him all 
the Truth ; where I lay, and where thofe Goods of his 
were, as we were walking together. So he prefently 
took a Coach, and carried me firft to my Lodgings in 
Shieen-Street, (where lie received the Bills, Cloaths, Mo- 
ney, and all that I had thus Ilolen) and then he carried 
me to Sir Humphry Edwin, who, upon his Examination 

\ of me, and my ownConfeffion of all thefe Fafts, did (moll 
, juftly, I mull acknowledge it, and the Providence of God 

'•' in it) commit me to Ne-Mgate, where I mull leave it to 
Others to relate how I behaved myfelf during my Con- 
finement. This only I will fay, that if I had been try'd 
the firft Seffions, after my being there, I would have 
pleaded guilty, according as I was advifed by the Miniller 
of Newgate, and other my Spiritual Teachers and good 
People. But I was taught by fome Perfons in Ne-iugate, 
to deny all upon my Trial, they framing for me, and in- 
duftrioufly teaching me the Story of John the Painter, 
and all tliat Stuff, which I then alledg'd at the Bar for 
my Defence: All which I now confefs to be utterly falfe 



[ 14 ] 
in every Part of it, I not knowing any fuch Perfon in 
the World as John the Fainter; and none being privy to, 
or aiding me in thofe hellifli Crimes of mine, but the 
Devil, who had put toe upon them. And this I do not 
only confefs with fmcerity, but heartily repent of, and 
with the grisatefl Sorrow and Humility, beg God's Par- 
don, for my having endeavoured, with prefumptuous-Lies, 
to conceal what God would have brought to Light, and 
openly punilh me for in this World, that I might (I hope) 
avoid eternal Punilhment in the Next. I therefore give 
him the greateft Thanks I am capable of, for the Time, 
Opportunity and Grace, he has given me to Repent, and 
to be reconciled to him, through the Blood of my Sa- 
viour Jefus Chrift ; and I earneftly pray him to blefs all 
thofe who have been Inftruments of my Apprehenfion 
and Condemnation, as well as of my Converfion. To 
blefs the King with a long Life and profperous Reign up- 
on Earth, and to give him at laft the immortal Crown of 
Glory. To blefs all my Judges, whofe Juftice to me I 
again acknowledge, and my unjuft Denial to them of 
the Fafts 1 flood charg'd with before them, I humbly 
ask their Pardon for. And I pray God from my Heart 
to remember in his Mercy my poor Father (if yet alive) 
and my Sifters and my Brother, with all the reft of my 
Friends and Relations; and to blefs and profper my Ma- 
ilers and their Families j to pardon all my Enemies (if I 
have any) and to pour down his Bleffmgs upon all good 
People of God ; upon his Chui'ch, thefe Nations, and 
the whole World i and to have infinite Mercy upon my 
finful Soul. This I implore on my bended Knees, over- 
whelm'd with Grief, and bathed in Tears of fmcere Re- 
pentence ; acknowledging, that if God were no more 
merciful to me, than I was to that poor Creature, whom 
I barbaroufly murder'd, I ftiould be undone to all Eternity. 
But he is infinitely good and Gracious, who will not fuffer 
my Soul to perifh. Therefore I will miagnifie him, as 
long as I live ; and within a few Hours, fing with the 
bleffed Saints above, the joyful Song of Deliverance and 
of Praife and Hallelujah to him, my heav-enly Father, 

and 
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and to my dear Redeemer, for evermore.    Amen and- 
Amen. 

Nemjgate, 
June 17, 1701. Harman Strodtman. 

He was executed at Tylurn on Wedne/daj June 18, 
1701. 

The Behaviour, Ccnfejfion, and Dying-tVords, 
<j/John Goffe, alias White, alias Gafifney, 
for a Robbery committed in Bofwell-Court. 

HE was born at Duhlln, and was now above 
50 Years old, and had been a Soldier the greateft 

Part of his Life, in the Service of this Crown, <u/z. 
firft in the Foot-Guard, and afterwards in the Earl 
of Oxford'i Regiment, and of late Years in Flanders, 
and was alfo for fome Time in the Duke of Savofs 
Army, and was a Voluntier in her Majefty's Service, 
going for Ireland, at the Time of his being apprehend- 
ed at Briftol. He confefs'd that he was guilty of the 
Fa£l, for which he was now to die ; but faid, that he 
was trepann'd into it by Daniel Skanlen the Silverfmith, 
and Thomas Fo-iuler, who were fome time after execu- 
ted for it. Thofe, he faid, were the Contrivers and 
chief Managers of this foul Bufmefs, the Guilt of which, 
I found he induftrioufly endeavour'd to move from 
himfelf, and place upon them, and three others more, 
that were concerned with them therein, 'vi». one Nicho- 
las Moore, (who was then try'd for it and acquitted) and 
his Brother James Moore, and one Fits-Morris, the for- 
mer of whom, 'viz. Nicholas Moore, he fays, was af- 
terwards committed for fome other notorious Fafts, to 
Oxford Goal, out of which he broke, and robb'd the 
Keeper befides, and is now, as he thinks, in the Weji- 
Indies,   As for himfelf, he faid, That wJien he firft en- 
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gag'd in this Affiiir, he did not well underftand what it 
was ; and when at kit he faw better into it, he would 
have declin'd having any further to do with it; but it 
was not in his Power togetoif: However, he did as 
little Harm himfelf, and prevented as much Mifchief, as 
he could ; faying, that he was the Caufe the Perfons 
they had robb'd, were not murther'd, or did not perifh 
in the Cellar, where they had left them bound, both 
Hand and Foot: For having got the Key of the out- 
ward Door of the Houfe, when they had committed 
this their villainous Fa£l, he gave it to a certain Porter's 
Wife, living thereabouts, with Order to make a Fire in 
the Houfe, and to fetch Coals for it out of the Cellar, 
though indeed there was none there; but this he faid 
with the Intent, that fhe going to the Cellar, might fee 
thofe Perfons (who were three in number) that were 
bound there, and fo caufe them to be releafed. He 
own'd, he had z6 Guineas for his Share in the Booty ; 
which, he faid, it was his Defire and Purpofe to have 
reftor'd to the Parties wrong'd, whenever he eould ; but 
he never was, nor is, in a Condition to do it: He prays 
God to make them and theirs amends for it. This is 
what he now told me relating to this Faft. As for 
other Matters, he faid, he never did before, nor fince 
that, commit any Crime deferving Death, or the Cen- 
fure of the Law. He heartily begg'd Pardon, both of 
God, and them he had wrong'd; and for his Religion, 
he deckred that he was born, and defired to die a Ro^ 
vtcm Cathalick ; but yet, if he was not in the right 
Way, he wifli'd he might be put into it ; I had to that 
purpofe, feveral private Difcourfes with him ; wherein, 
having expkin'd to him the Doftrine of our Church, he 
feem'd to give his Aflent to it, and told me, that he 
nxiai glad, and it did refrejh his Soul, to hear me talk of 
good Things, (thefe were his own Words) and defired my 
Prayers; owning liimfelf oblig'd to me for my Ghoftly 
Inflruftions and Admonitions to him, which he faid ha 
would follow, and particularly what related to his ma- 
king earneft Application to God for his Grace, to en- 

lighten 
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lighten his Mind, to purify his AfFeftions, and guide 
him into the Way of eternal Reft and Peace. The 
Converfation I had with him had this Effeft upon him, 
that though he was not willing to renounce in particular, 
and by Name, the Errors of the Romifi Church, yet it 
did put him upon doing it in general, in this his Pro- 
feffion and Prayer to God, which he afterwards gave me 
in Writing, as follows. 

I Hold the Afofiles Creed. I belienje in God the Father, 
&C. / hope I am a Member of the Holy Catholick 

Church mention'd in this Creed. But if thou feeji, O 
Lord! that lam decei'ved, and that Iha'-ue taken part ivith 
falfe Teachers, behold here in thy Pre fence I renounce the 
Errors I have profejfed, 'whate'ver they are. I difo-uon 
the Congregation by niahich I have been mifled, and no-uj 
lay before thee my mojlJincere Dejires of becoming anddi- 
ing a Member of thy true Catholick Church : And did I 
but knonjo ix'hich in particular it is, I declare, I luould 
this Moment be a Member of it. Thou knomj'ft, my God, 
the Sincerity of my Heart ; and to thee Iprofefs, 1 believe 
all its DoSirines. I nonv unite my felf to it ; and though 
to the World I am not perhaps in union ivith it, yet before 
Thee, O Searcher of Hearts ! I hope I am. Supply novj, 
I befeech Thee, all that is v:anting to me through my oivn 
Ignorance, and forgive me my Sins ; for I deteft them all 
for Love of Thee ; and I firmly hope, through the Death 
and PaJJion of thy onlf Son, to be Partaker of thy Mercy. 
Forgive me, O Lord, forgive me : For in thee ahne I 
hope, and put my Truft. 

At the Place of Execution, Gaffhey declar'd, that he 
dy'd a Roman Catholick : Yet he iaid, he depended upon 
Chriil's Merits alone for Salvation. I asking him, whe- 
ther he was not willing to joyn in Prayer with me and 
his Fellow-SutFerers, and to have the Prayers of the 
Standers-by ; he faid aloud, / dejlre the Prayers of all 
Proteftants vjhile I am alive, and of all Roman Catho- 
licks vjhen I am dead. 

He 
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He defired the Spcftators to take Warning by his 

Fate, and went out of the World railing upon God, &c. 
He was executed at Tyhurn, on Wednefday the 30th 

of December, 170Z. 

^he Behaviour, Confejfion, and Dying-Words, ; 
of John Eftrick, alias Howard, alias The- I 
mas Walker, alias Bennet, alias Morris, ' 
condemned for Felony • and Burglary,  for 
hreaking the Houfe of Dr. Bourne in Moor- 
fields. 

HE was about 26 Years of Age, born in London, and 
had for fome Time been employ'd in the Trade 

of a Leather-Dreffer, at his Father's Houfe, when he 
liv'd in Horjleydonx:n in Southwark ; there he began, 
very young, to addift himfelf to Whoring and Pilfering, 
and began with robbing his own Father. About 
live Years fmce, going to live at Hackney, in the Ser- 
vice of Thomas Ghver, Efq; he did (by the Inftigation 
of a certain Perfon, who difpofed of what he got to 
another, both whofe Names I fliall fpare here, in 
hopes they may now be better Men tlian they were) fteal 
from him at feveral Times, Plate to the value of 80 /. and 
falfely charged Sajan Bai-n'wel, then a Servant-Maid 
of his Mafter's with it: And he carry'd himfelf fo 
cunningly, that he was not miftrufted by his Matter ; 
by whom, he faid, he believed he might, if he would, 
have lived to this Day : But he had a Mind to leave 
him, and fo he did, and went to fet up a Glover's Shop 
rear Cock-Alley, in the Parifti of St. Giles's Cripplegate,. 
right over-againft that Church ; having, before his 
fetting up, marry'd a moft virtuous Woman, who knew 
nothing of his former Life. He had not been long fet up, 
when the Party who had prompted him to wrong Mr. 

Glover 
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Glover, came to him with another (who fliall alio be 
namelefs here, becaufe I defire Men's Reformation, ra- 
ther than their Shame) who told him that they would 
turn Evidences againfl  him in that Robbery, if he did 
not give them a Sum of Money.    Upon which he gave 
them his Bond to pay them, withm one Month, the 
Sum of 15 /. a piece,  which he did, after he had been 
arrefted by one of them for it.    Then he could no lon- 
ger keep his Shop, but broke ;   and being arrefted, he 
was carried to the Rofe, a Spunging houfe in Wood-ftreet% 
from whence he removed himfelf to  the  Fket-Prifon : 
But fome time after that, he came out,   upon his pay- 
ing feven Guineas to the Warden, with fome other Fees, 
amounting in all to about 12/.  bat paid not a Farthing 
to his Creditors.    Being at Liberty, he went to his old 
Neighbour,   Mr. King, a Clock-maker in  Cock-AUey, 
and took a Room at his Houfe; in which finding a Box, 
left by a Woman who had formerly lodged in that 
Room, he made fhift to open it with a Key that he had, 
and took out of it ninety Guineas, 25 /.  in Silver, fe- 
veral go'den Rings, and a Gold Chain.    After he had 
continued about a Fortnight a Lodger in Mr. King'i,, 
who did not fufpeft him, he went away with what 
he had got, and took a Houfe in Long-Alley, near Moor- 

fiields; which he furnifhed, and there intended to have 
carried on his Trade of Gh-ver, not in an open Shop, 
as before, but within   Doors.    But he was not long 
there, but a certain Lodger of Mr. King^s, who knew 
how poor he was when he came out of the Fleet, told 
him, that he greatly fulpefted him of having done fome 
ill thing or other, and he fhould foon find it out, and 
would difcover it, if he did not give him fomething 
to engage him to hold his Peace.    Upon this, he fold 
his  Goods, in hafte and withlofs, left his Houfe, and 
went into Holland; and foon after returning hither, he 
fell again upon his old Praftices of Whoring and Thie- 
ving, being thereto, that is,  to the latter of thefe, (as 
he aveer'd) very much incited by John frojjor, his Bro- 
thcr-in-Law, faying, that though this Brother-in-Law 

of 
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of his generally took care not to commit the thing him- 
felf, yet he had often put him upon robbing feveral 
Houfes, as namely, that of tlie Rev. Mr. Rkhardfm, 
near London-'wall; out of which he took (by Night) 
feveral Goods. And not long after that, his Brother-in- 
Law and himfelf went to Richmond, where he broke 
and robb'd fome Houfes ; and particularly. Sir John 
Buckvoortloi : And here he clear'd the Beadle of that 
Parifli, who (as he heard) was fufpefted of thofe Rob- 
beries ; telling me, that his Brother-in-Law and him- 
felf, were the only Perfons concerned in them. Then 
coming to Town again, he robb'd the Rev. Dr. Thomp- 
fon\ Houfe, near lyiurn-Road : And fome time after 
this, being (by the Contrivance of his faid Brother-in-Law) 
recommended for a Servant to Dr. Bourne j he was no 
fooner with him, but he robb'd him of feveral things, 
he thinks to the Value of 150/. and of that, had about 
40 /. to his Share, which he prefently fpent. After this, 
he robb'd Mr. Hurn. And laft of all, (to name no 
more) he Hole all the Cloaths and Wearing Apparel of 
one Mrs. Ste'venfon, and left her almoft quite naked. 
Thus he freely confefs'd his manifold Crimes, and ex- , 
prefs'd a very great Grief for them ; faying, tha.t it re- 
pented him that he had been fuch an ill Liver; aAd was 
afraid God would never forgive him, being fome- 
times in Defpair of Salvation : But at laft he declar'd, 
that he now felt in his Heart a perfedl Hatred againft 
Sin, and the AiTurance of Eternal Life, through the 
Merits of Jefus Chrift. Finding him in this State of 
Penitence, of which, this his free Confeffion was a great 
Sign, I thought fit (at his Defire) to adminifter the 
Holy Communion to him j and fo I did this Morning ; 
fome pious Perfons, out of Chriftian Charity, joining 
with him in the Receiving. This being over, he was 
carry'd in a Cart to Tyburn, where I met him ; and 
after Prayer, and finging of a Pfalm, he fpoke to the 
Speftators to this EiFeft. 

Good 
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Good People, 

TAKE Warning hy my Fall;   I am, you fee, a 
young Man, •who hy my Sins have fl>ortned my Days, 

and brought myfelf to this Jhameful {hut deferred) Death. 
Take heed to your felves, and ho^ you  lead your Life. 
Li've not as I have done, lejl you come to the like fad and 
untimely  End I am  no-iv come to.    Break not the Sab- 
bath-Day, and keep not company ivith ivicked Men, and 
le-ivd Women, as I have done.    Thofe are the great Evils, 
•which have brought this Sorrovj upon me.    Avoid all 
manner of Sin, even the fmalleji, for from one little Sin, 
Men eaftlyfall to the CommiJJion of greater ones.    I pray 
heartily to God to keep you from all Evil: And I befeecb 
you to pray for me, that God vjould have Mercy upon my 
poor Soul.    To this Purpofe he fpoke much to the Peo- 
ple ; and particularly defired his Sifter, To tell her Huf- 
hand, that he ouvht to remember this fudgment novj ia- 
fliBed upon him, and lay it to Heart, and learn from it 
to amend his Ways, and become a better Man, and endea- 
vour for the future to live by an honeft Induflry, vohicb 
he might very voell do, and pro/per more vjith it, [thi! 
he got but  Tvoo   Fence a Day)  in fuch a Way,   than 
in getting  Goods   by  unlavful   Means;   'which cannot 
profit,   but prove at laft hurtful both to Body and S$ul. 
He pray'd God voould pleafe to reform and pardon him. 
He exprefs'd all along, a mighty  Grief for his having 
ivrong^d, as he had unviorthily done, his poor Wife ; a 
mofl innocent and virtuous Per/on, vihofe Bed he had de- 
filed, and vihofe Company he had forfaken to cleave to leiud 
Women.    He faid, he mofl heartily beg£d her Pardon, and 
the Pardon of all he had offended and injur'd; and, above 
all, Gods Pardon ; vihich he faid he -was novo affured 
•would be fecded in Heaven, before he Jhould depart from 
hence : And therefore gave hearty  Thanks and Praife to 
the divine Goodnefs,   that thus retrieved his Soul from 
perijhing eternally; for though he  died here, yet he had 
fiedfaft ho^es that he ivas nov} going to live for ever in 
Heaven, and be received in Glory, through the Merits and 

InterceJJion 
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InteraJJton of Jefus Chriji.— After this, I pray'd a- 
gain, and fung another Pfalm with him ; and he fpoke 
a fecond Time to the People, to the fame Purpofe as 
before. Then I recommended him to the tender Mercy 
of God, and left him to his private Devotions ; for 
which he having had fome Time allow'd him, the Cart 
drew away, and he was turned off; odling upon God 
in tliefe, and other like Ejaculations, Lord pardon I 
hordforgi've me my Sias ! O Lord do not abhor my Soul! 
I come unto thee. Lord Jefus recei-ve my Spirit. Before 
I left him he gave me the following Letters, written 
with his own Hand the Day before. 

His  Letter to his Wife. 
My Dear, March g,  1702-3. 

I A M juft a going out of this fmful World, and my 
Grief is, that I have fo much abus'd fo good and 
loving a Wife, as you have been to me. But T im- 

plore the God of Heaven and Earth to pardon my Sins: 
And I beg yon to forgive me for the Damage I have 
done to your dear felf. My dear, pray to God to help you 
in all your Troubles, and he will hear your Prayers ; 

•for he is a gracious God, and will in no wife caft you off, 
if you do but put your Truft in him. My dear Love, as 
I am going to die To-morrow, were I to live my Life 
again, I would never leave you, nor difhonour God, as 
1 have done. But fmce it is God's Pleafure to let me 
fuffer this ignominious Death, I am free to lay down 
my Life for my Sins, and hope to find Mercy, through 
Jefus Chrift. I commit my Body to the Earth, and I 
hope the Lord will take Care of my Soul. I leave you 
to the Care of the Almighty God, who will be a 
tiusband to you. 

Iremainyour affeSionate Husband, 
as long as Life remains. 

Directed thus. John Eftrick. 
This for Mrs. Eftrick, 

Another 
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Another Letter to his former Majier, Thomas 
Glover, Efq; at Hackney. 

SIR, March q,\joz-Z. 
I Heartily beg God's Pardon for all my Sins, and afk 

you Forgivenefs for the Damage I have done to you. 
But as I am a Dying-man, Sufan knows nothing of 

your Plate, though! falfely accufed her of it: And I 
beg of God to forgive me. 

John   EJlrick. 
DireBed thus. 

This to  Thomas Glover, Efq; at Hackney. 

A Taper relating to Sir John Buckworth, 6?c. 

SI R yoh.n Buciivorth, at Richmond, has a Sufpicion 
of fome Perfons that have a hand in fome Robbe- 

ries there. To take off the Sufpicion, I, with yohn 
ProJJbr, robbed the Wells, and the Glovers, and the 
Cafenders ; which I pray God to forgive me ; for it is 
out of my Power to help them to any of their Things, 
any more than what I have done. ' 

John EJlrick' 

He was executed at Tyburn on Wednefday the 10th of 
March, 1702-3. 

Ihe Confeffton of John Peter Dramatti,, a 
Frenchman, for the barbarous Murder of 
Frances his Wife., about Bloody-Bridge, 
near Chelfea. 

JOHN Peter Dramatti, who was indifted and try'd 
(through Miftake of his right Name, by that'of 

John Peter Dromet] and found guilty of,, and condemned 
for 
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for the Murder of his own Wife, gave me this Account 
of himfelf, and particularly of the great Crime,   for 
which he confeffes he juflly deferves this fliameful Pu- 
nifament.    Firlt, he laid he was about  30 Years of 
Age, born of honeft and religious Parents, and brought 
up in the   Proteftant  Religion,  at  Saverdun,  in   the 
County of Foix, in the Province of Languedoc in France. 
That about nine Years fince he left his own Country, 
upon the Account of the Perfecution there, and went to 
Genenja, and from thence to Germany, where he ferved 
for fome time in the Eleftor of Brandenhurgh, now King 
of FruJJia,   his  Horfe-Granadiers;   and leaving that 
Employment, he came into England about eight Years 
ago, and was admitted into the Rt. Hon. the Lord/fi?T«-- 
Jham\ Service; in which he ftaid twelve Months, or there- 
abouts j and then left it, to go a Soldier in Colonel Dela 
Mehniere's Regiment, under the Command of Captain 
Dela Cour.    So having made two Campaigns in Flan- 
ders, the Regiment he belonged to was commanded into 
Ireland,   where it  was broke,  and this  Dramatti dif- 
charg'd.    Upon which, he being then at YaiiQl, got a 
flight Acquaintance with a certain ?gcd Widow there, 
named Frances Morris, whom he never before had heard 
of, who giving out her felf as a great Fortune, and of 
a noble Extraaion, faying, that flie was of the Blood- 
Royal of France, he prefently married her, both upon 
the Account of her fuppos'd Wealth, and of her under- 
-iaxiixci'gEngUpiiYAIriJh, of which himfelf being igno- 
rant, he judged it was very convenient for him to have a 
Wife that could fpcak the Languages of^ that Country, 
wherein he intended to fettle.    When he had marry'd 
this Woman, who he fcon after perceiv'd had catch'd 
him, and not he her, Ihe having nothing to live upon, 
he took a Country-Houfe with fome Ground belonging 
to it, about ten Miles off Cork, which he rented for 
Fifty Shillings, intending to turn an Huftandman, and 
try whether he could get his Livelihood that Way ; but 
being wholly unacquainted with the Bufmefs of Hufban- 
dry, he could make nothing of it, but was a very bad 

and 
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and unfuccefsful Hufbandman, as he afterwards prov'd a 
very cruel and barbarous Huftiand. This put him upon 
another Endeavour of getting an honeft Livelihood for 
himfelf and his Wife only, (for by reafon of her old 
Age, he fuppofing her to be within few Years of Three- 
fcore, they were not likely to have Children ;) he there- 
fore went to Cori, and being a Skinner, he work'd at 
his Trade, and fettled in that City. But neither did 
this turn to any Account; fo after a Twelve-month 
fpent there, without any Succefs or Advantage, he re- 
turn'd into England, and offering his Service to the 
Noble Lord he had ferved before, his Lordfhip was 
pleafed to entertain him again; and from that Time 
continued in that Service, with Approbation, to the Day 
of his Commitment. 

This Account he having given me  of his former 
Life, then he came in the next place to fpeak particu- 
larly to the moft horrid and barbarous Murder, which 
he had committed upon the Body of his faid Wife.  And 
what he faid concerning this bloody Faft was this, 'viz. 
That his Wife being very uneafy to live from him, as 
Ihe did, would have had him taken her with him to his 
Lord's; which he would not do, faying, his Lordlliip 
knew nothing of their Marriage.    Then fhe would have 
perfuaded him to leave' his  Service; but he fiid, he 
thought it not convenient for him to do that neither, 
as having a very good Lord, whom he lov'd, and with- 
out whofe Service he did not know what Shift he coukl 
make to live ; and therefore was refolv'd to continue 
his Servant, as long as his Lordfhip was pleafed to make 
ufe of his Service.    This  was the Anfwer he gave, his 
Wife, who fhew'd more Uneafmefs ftill, and  (without 
any the leaft juft Caufe for it, as  he faid) difcover'd her 
Jealoufy of him, fancying that he had plac'd his par- 
ticular Affeftions upon fome other  Woman than her 
felf; and-this Jealoufy of hers grew greater and greater, 
and at laft to that Height, as that it became  infup- 
portable to both  of them.    To which,   an Accident 
that then happen'd, did not a little contribute.    It was 
VOL. I. C this. 
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this, atout Chriftmas laft he fell fick of a Fever, and was 
by his  Lord's Orders carefully look'd after in his Fa- 
mily,   fo that nothing of Phyfick,   or Attendance, or 
what elfe neceflary, was wanting to him.    But his Wife 
coming one Day to fee him, would have had him away; 
he would not confent to it; and a Servant-Maid be- 
ing with him in his Chamber, who had brought  him 
fome Water-gruel, fhe prefently concluded,   7hat was 
his Lcnje ; and upon this, repeated her Importunities to 
perfuade him to leave that Houfe, and be with her. 
Whereto he reply'd, that fo long as his Lord was fo 
kind to him, and was pleafed to provide for him fo well, 
and to keep him while he was fick, in his Family, and 
at his Charge, he did not think fit, by any means, to 
remove ; and that he fliould be a very Madman indeed, 
to leave a Place where he was fo well and fo kindly 
treated, to go and ftarve with her.    Which Anfwer fer- 
ved but to inflame and encreafe her Pafiion,  and did 
not at all fatisfy her : And looking upon her Hufband's 
Denial as theEffeft of fome fecret Amours he had either 
for that  Maid ftie had feen in his Chamber, or fome 
other in the Family, (he refolved to give him no Refl:, 
who {though moft innocently, as he again protefted to 
me) had  thus difturbed  hers:   And fo  (he ply'd him 
continually with renew'd Importunities, and ExprelTions 
of her great Difguft at his Unwillingnefs to come and 
live with her.    When he was recover'd of his Sicknefs, 
he vifited her now and then at her Lodgings j but his 
Service would not permit him to make thofe his Vifits 
fo frequent and fo long as (he defir'd ; fo that fhe was 
under the fame Difquietude as before;   and vv'hen his 
Lord took Lodgings at Kenfington, this Dramati'i, his 
Lordfliip's Servant, had fo   much Bufinefs, and v/as in 
fuch Hafte and Hurry in his Removal of his Lordfliip's 
Things and himfelf thither, that he had no Time to 
fee his Wife, and let her know of it before .he went; 
wlvcn flie came to hear of it by other mean?, (he was in 

,   a great Palfion, and came to Kenfmgtoti^ to reproach him 
with his Unkindnefs to her, though he told me he al- 

ways 
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ways took care to provide for her, fo far as his Capacity 
could go, and that as an Inftance of it, he had given 
her three Guineas not long before he gave her her 
Death, and always went to fee her as often as he could. 
But that would not fatisfy her, flie would have fomething 
elfe, which he was not willing to grant, and that was 
his keeping a Shop, and living conftantly with her. Af- 
ter many Debates and Contentions about this Matter, 
it fell out one Day, mz. that fatal Day, the gth of 
June laft, that being fent by his Lord on feme Errands 
to Town, and his Bufinefs lying towards Soho, he call- 
ed upon his Wife, and having been with her a little 
v/hiie, as he was going away, fhe took hold on him, and 
would not let him go; but he got off, and went his 
Way towards Charlng-Crofs, whither Ihe follow'd him, 
till with much Perfuafions (he telling her among other 
Things, he was going to his Lord \xiX!<i\e^ Spring-Garden) 
fhe feem'd to yield to his Defire of her returning home ; 
but inllead thereof, ihe went and (laid for him, at, or a- 
bout Hidc-Park-Gate, to catch him in his Way to Ke:i • 

ftngton; and fo accordingly, as he was returning thit'ier 
in the Evening, fhe ftopp'd him at the Park Gate, and- 
would let him go no further, unlefs he took her along 
with him. He told her, that lys Lord knowing no- 
thing of his having a Wife, it would look very ill for 
him to bring her at that Time of the Night, into his 
Lordfhip's Lodgings; and that this might occafion his 
Lordfhip's Difplealure againft him, and m.ake him turn 
him away. 'I'herefore as he would not have things to 
be brought to this pafs, he defired her for God's Sake not 
to follow him any more, but get home as fall as fhe 
could. But this was a Thing too hard for her to com- 
ply with, and tlie Arguments he us'd to perfuade her ta 
it, had no other Efteft upon her, But to make her more 
earneft ftiH to follow him. She'wouUgo'[{zvi fhe) in 
fptght of his Teeth, or elfefie Jhould ha-z'e his Life, or he 
JhouU have hers. Upon which he faid thus to her. If 
you 'will go to Kenfmgton, then you may go alone; thafs 
the Way, pointing to th.(t Park, whilft himfelf was turn- 

C 2 ing 



J 

li 

[   28   ] 
ing and walking on towards   Knighf s-Bridge.    But it 
was his   Company fhe defired,   and therefore foUow'd 
him.    He turned towards Chelfea.    And there it was, 
•ufe. about   Bloody-Bridge,   that through the long and 
Iharp Contentions, and the many angry and reproach- 
ful Words, that had pafled between them (wherein he 
thought ftie moft unworthily refiefted upon his Lord) 
their Paffions were on both Sides heighten'd to that de- 
gree,  that they fell   together  by   the Ears   in good 
earneft ; and he faid, fhe firfl took him by his Neck- 
cloth, and would have ftrangled him.   Whereupon he 
beat her moft unmercifully, both with his Cane and 
Sword, which he fuppofes fhe brolce with her Hands, 
ihe being a very ftrong and lufty Woman, and might 
eafily have mafler'd him, had he been naked, and with' 
out Weapons.    He faid his Rage and Fury were fo 
great, and had fo tranfported him out of himfelf, that, 
at that inftant, the Devil had the whole Power of him, 
and  he did not  fo  much as know what he was then 
doing.    I asked him, whether he was in Drink when 
he committed  this barbarous   Mi:rder ;   he   anfwer'd 
me, that he never was Drunk in his Life.   Having given 
tKis poor Woman  many cruel Wounds, and fome of 
them mortal, he left her in a Ditch (as he thought) half 
dead, and in fuch a Condition, as that fhe  fhould never 
recover.    After   this   Barbarity,   the greateft perhaps 
that ever yet was, and I hope will ever be committed, 
he came a little to  himfelf;   and confidering that he 
had now done an  Aftion of the moft heinous Nature, 
he prefently (before he was far gone from the Place) he 
fell on his Knees, and begg'd God's Pardon for it, and 
then made the beft of his way to his Lord's Lodgings at 
Kmfin^ton ; where coming very late at Night, and his 
Cloaths and Stockings being obferv'd to be bloody, he 
vv£! prefently thought to have done fome Mifchief, or 
to have had'fome Mifchief done him.    But he remov'd 
the Sufpicion from himfelf,   when being ask'd,   what 
made him ftay fo late ; he reply'd, that he was afTiulted 
by two Men in the ?arh,  and had (as he beHev'd) 

broke 
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broke the Head of one of them.    Which Story tiicrt 
pafs'd for Truth, and the IVIatter refted for that Night. 
The next Day being the i oth of 'June, he went about 
his Bufinefs, as ufual, and his Lord fent him to Town i3x\ 
fome Errands, by v/hich means he came to hear (bet'ors 
the News of it arriv'd at Kevftngton) of the barbarous 
Murder cry'd about in  the Streets, and  making ver)' 
great Noife : Yet, he ilud, it never came into hii iVlinJ 
to make his Efcape, tlio' he expecled every Moment to 
be laid hold on for it.    So, when he had difpatched hii 
Lord's Bufmefs, for which he was come fo Town, here-" 
turned to Kenfington, where the next Day after, being the 
j 1 thof June, he was apprehended upon ftrong Sufpicion, 
and then upon his own Confeflion of this horrid Fact, 
committed to Newgate.    Where vifiting him, as  foon 
(almoft) as he was there, I found him very ftupid ; tha 
Devil, who had prompted him to this Sin, endea\'our- 
ing to hinder him from repenting of it.    ' fis true, Ju: 
did not deny to me this wicked  Aftion, but ilood iu 
juilification of it, faying, tiiat he was highly provoked 
by his Wife, who was a very ill Woman, and of a reil- 
lefs Spirit.    And this he would often repeat, even after 
his Condemnation, particularly when his Acquaintance 
came to fee him, to whom he endeavoured to leilen his 
Crime, and reprefent it in lighter Colours, than it was 
to be defcribcd.    But at lall, I hope, he was throughly 
made fenfible of the horror of it, and tliat nothing in • 
the World flioutd have provoked him to it, nor indeed 
could have done it, had he had the Fear of God before- 
his Eyes.    Then he cry'd he had greatly offended God, 
and heartily begg'd Pardon of him ; praying that   the 
precious Blood of Chrill might cleanfe his Soul, and his 
Pardon might be alfo extended to all his  Sins, of all 
which (he laid) though he could not recoUeft himfelf, 
yet they were many and great; and though in diverj 
Refpefts he had led a better and more fober Life than 
fome others, yet he acknowledg'd, with great confufion 
of Face, and contrition of Heart, that forafmuch as he 
bad been induced by Satan to the Commiffion of this 
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mofl enormous Crime, he 'was the great eft of Sinners, and 
might have been undone for ever, had not the Grace of 
God interven'd, and refcu'd and recover'd him out of 
the Snare of the Deiil, by ivhom he nvas taken Captive 
at his Will. Thus he exprefs'd the Senfe he had of this 
his great and all other his Offences, and of his need of 
extraordinary Mercy. But he added, that though he 
was willing to charge and accufe himfelf of the Sins he 
wiLS guilty of; yet he could not take upon him the 
Ciiiilt of that, of which he was Innocent, and unjuftly 
a-ccufed. And that was, his fuppofed Defign of robbing 
his Lord, that fame Night he had committed the in- 
humane Aftion ; faying, that his going into his Lord's 
Chamber again, after he had put his Lordfhip to Bed, 
was to take a Silver Tumbler, which (when he was come 
down to his Pantry) he found he had forgot above, and 
{o went up again prefently to fetch it, that he might 
have it ready againfl the next Morning betimes, to take 
Afies-Milkin't for his Lord, who (he faid) he was well 
afiiirtd, had no fuch Thought of him, that he would 
have fiol'n any Gold, or any Thing elfe from his Lord- 
fhip. as v«s fuggefted ; for he was already got out of 
the Chamber with that Tumbler, and was fliutting the 
Dk-or, before his Lordfhip call'd to know, who that was 
that came in there. And he further faid, that he had no 
need of Money, as not intending to make his Efcape, 
which (had he defign'd it) he might neverthelefs have 

. done, without robbing his Lord. But neither that Night, 
nor the next Day, when he was abroad, and expedied 
every Moment to be feized, did he entertain any thought 
of running away from Tuftice, as knowing that the di- 
vine Vengeance would fome Time or other overtake him, 
whither-foever he went, and that the Providence of God, 
which feldom lets the Murderer go unpunifli'd in this 
World, would bring this black Deed to light, and him- 
felf to condign Punifhment for it; adding to all this, 
that when a little before his Trial, he went about to at- 
tempt his Efcape out of Ne-vjgate, in a difguife with 
Wcroen's Cloaths, it was neither his own defire at firft, 

nor 
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not his Invention at all; but the Thing was prompted 
to him, and he was perfuaded to it by one Mr. Toivard, 
then a Prifoner with him there, who difcover'd him, and 
betray'd him, when he v/as ready to execute this Eriter • 
prize.     He declar'd, that he was in Charity with all 
Mankind,   wifhing all  Mankind were   fo with   him. 
And again begg'd Pardon and Forgivenefs of God, wlion* 
he had fo grievoafly offended : He alfo thought it lii> 
Duty to ask Pardon of the Queen, whofe Land he had 
defil'd with Blood; and of the Church of God, which 
he had given fo great a Scandal to; of his Lord, that he 
had prov'd to him fuch an unhappy Servant; and of the 
whole World, for having fet  before them fuch an In- 
fluence of Sin, as (confidering all the heinous and aggra- 
vating Inftances of it) was never feen before.    Bat his 
hope is, that all Men, inftead of imitating him in th.it 
his Crime, will abhor and deteft it, and take fuch a 
Warning by his Fall, as carefully to avoid both his Sin 
and his Puniftiment.    This he repeated at the Place of 
Execution, and defired me to give it from him, to tiie 
People, which I did.   After Monfietir Le Blanc, a worthy 
French Divine, who knew him, and myfelf, had pray'd 
jmd fung a Pfalm witli him in French, we left him to hi» 
private Devotions, wherein he mightily cry'd to God, 
that he would blot out all his Iniquities, and that the Blood 
of Chrift (ivhich cries better Things IIMH that of Abel) 
might cleanfe his Soul from the Stain of that Blood, 
which he had fo unjuftly, fo inhumanly, and fo barba- 
roufly flied; concluding both his Prayers and his Life 
with moft pious Ejaculations, and particularly with thefe 
Words, Deli'ver me from Blood-guiltinefs, O God f Thou 
God of my Salvation, and my Mouth Jhallfing thy Praife 
in the Choir of Angels and bleffed Saints, to all Ages of 
Eternity. 

He was executed at Tyburn on Wednefday the 21 ft 
of July, 1703. 
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'The Behaviour, Confeffion-, and Dying-Speech of 
Thomas Cook, for the Murder of Mr. 
John Cooper, a ConJlaUe, in May-Fair. 

ON Friday the 9th of July laft, at the Seffions held 
at Jufiice-Ball in the Old-Baily, Thomas Cook re- 

(.uv'd Sentence of Death, for the Murder of Mr. John 
Corfer, a Corftable, as he was in the Execution of his 
Cffite, en the 12th of May, 1702. This Thomas Cook, 
a Prize-f ghter, who was known by the Name of the 
Gl-Aiafier-'Eutder, faid he was about Thirty-five Years 
of h ge, born of honeft Parents, in the City of Gkucejim-; 
frrm whence he came up to London, where being bound 
to a Barber-Surgeon, after he had ferved two Years with 
him, he ran away, and went into the Service of Mr. 
Need}.am, a Page of Honour to the King, but did not 
flay long with him; his Mother, who fent for him down, 
tellirg him. That a Gentleman''s Ser-vice •was no Inheritance. 
Upon which he fet up the Trade of a Butcher, (the Call- 
ing of his Fore-fathers) at Gloucejler ; then he kept an 
Inn for a while, and turn'd alfo a Grazier, and was very 
much unfettled in his Mind, what Employment he Ihould 
follow. He confefs'd to me, that in thofe his feveral 
Employments, he had been unjuft; that he had frequent- 
ly flol'n Sheep, and done many ill Things; but yet had 
been often accus'd wrongfully. As to the Faft for which 
he was to die, he pofitively deny'd it; faying, he had 
no Sword in his Hand that Day the Conftable was kili'd, 
nor was in the leaft concern'd in the Company of them 
that kili'd him. He acknowledg'd he had been a grievous- 
Sinner, a great Swearer and Drinker, an Adulterer, a. 
prophane and lewd Wretch, and a fworn Enemy to thofe 
who were employ'd in the Reformation of Manners; and 
that for fome Years pail, he had made it his great Bufi- 
nefs to fight for Prizes, an Exercife which -the Pride of 
his Heart carry'd him to j and which he now looks up- 
Cin as moll Heathenifli and Barbarous, and which, with 
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all other the wicked Praftices of his Life, efpecially his 
flight of Religion, he does deteft and abhor ; begging 
of God, mt to remember the Errors of his Youth, nor his 
manifold 'Iranfgreflions, but to forgirve him nil his Sins^ 
•which indeed were manf old great ; and in the Words of 
a Dying-Man (who by the juft Providence of God, came 
to ftifFer a ihameful and untimely Death, in the Prime of 
his Years) he exhoits all thofe of his Acquaintance, and 
Others that live loofely, and particularly that follow this 
wicked Sport of Prize-playing, to reform betimes, and 
apply themfelves to that which is vir^noas and laudable, 
left if they do continue any longer in their ill Way, the' 
Wrath of God fall upon them, and they come to the fame, 
or worfe Punilhment than himfelf. He laid, he repented 
of all his Sins, and declared tliat he died in perfeft Peace 
ami Charity with all Mankind. 

He being in this Dilpoiition, anddefiring; to receive tlia 
Holy Communion of the bleflid Bodv and Blood of his 
S.u'ioiir, I adminifter'd it to him, on lVedi:efda^ the 211} 
of July, which having receiv'd, andjoin'd in the other 
Parts of Divine Service, then perfbrm'd in the Chapel 
of Neivgate, with very great Devotion; he was from 
thence carry'd towards Tyburn for Execution, with the 
reft of the Criminals tliat were then to iiiffer. But in his 
VVay thither, as he was come as far as Bloomfhury, meet- 
ing with a Reprieve that prolong'd his Life to the next 
Friday, the 23d of the finie Month, he was brought bacb 
fo Nevjgatc, where (after my return from Execution of 
tlie other IVIiletaiSors) Ivifiting him, found him in thc 
Condemn'u-IIold at his Praye:s, in which he feeni'd to 
be very eai-ncil and devout. He then told me, that lie 
was not airefted with this temporal Life, and that he 
would have been well contented to have died with his 
Fellow-condemn'd Prifoners; but it fallins; out otherwiie. 
He deiired however, to have gone througli to the Place of 
Execution, that he might join in Prayer with them, and 
be himfelf ftill rais'd to greater Devotion; but the Officers 
had an Order to bring/him back again, and fo fome 
did, without going on any further with him. As foon 
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as he was come back to Neivgate, fome of his Friends 
that came thither to congratulate him, woidd have re- 
joyc'd and made MeiTy with him, for his Reprieve; but 
he would not give way to it, as defiring privacy and re- 
tirement from all Perfons, but fuch as could further his 
Devotions; becaufe he defired carefully to improve this 
fmall addition of Time, to a higher degree of Repen- 
tance and Contrition for his Sins ; fo that he might be 
fo much the fitter to receive that Death, which was put 
off but for a little while. 

When the Day was come, <vi». the 23d of July, a 
further Reprieve was brought to Newgate for him, by 
Virtue of which, he continued in this Life, and in this 
State of Devotion, which was very much taken Notice 
ef by all that faw him, to this Wednefday the 11 th 
Inftant, being the Day of his Death, before which Time 
(namely Friday the 6th) the Order for his Excution was 
brought in, and prefently fignified to him ; but I found 
him not at all moved or troubled at it; there being no 
vifible Alteration in him.    He then told me, that he 
was very willing to die, fmce it was the Will of God he 
fhould, and that he had flung himfelf wholly upon him, 
and refign'd up and fubmitted himfelf to his Holy Will 
and Pleafure ; giving him Thanks and Praife, as for all 
Jhis Mercies to him, fo in particular for this Time he had 
afforded him to prepare himfelf for an happy Eternity ; 
which (lie faid) he was fully perfwaded he fhould enjoy, 
whenever he departed out of this miferable World. The 
tvennefs of Temper, in which I all along obferv'd him, 
both when in hopes of Life, and under the certainty of 
33eath, made me believe indeed, that he had fo ref;gned 
himfelf, and had (as he exprefs'd) the aifurance of Im- 
mortality.    But one Thing indeed he told me troubled 
him very much for a Time, and of which, he faid, he 
repented as much as of any Sin he ever had committed, 
and that was, his having \Q far gratify'd his Friends, as 
fometimes  (though not frequently) to have given them 
the liberty of his Company j whereby he had been en- 
gaged once 0? twice to drink, though not to cxcefs, yet 
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to fuch a meafure, as though his fitting and great weak- 
nefs, had difcompos'd him, and interrupted him in his 
Devotions: For which he moft heartily begg'd Pardon 
of God, being much grieved he had wafted any of his 
precious Moments, while under his Condemnation. 

This laft Order for his Execution being come, (as I 
faid before, on Friday the 6th) I redoubled my Vifits to 
him and Pains for his Soul: And on the laft Lord's-day, 
choofing a Subjeft to difcourfe upon, proper (as I thought) 
for his Meditation, I preach'd both in the Morning and 
Afternoon, on Luke 18. 13. being Part of the Gofpel 
for the Day, And the Publican fianding afar off, •vootild 
not lift up fo much as his Eyes unto Heaven; butfinote upon 
his Breafi, faying, God be merciful to me, a Sinner. 

After Sermon, he fpoke to the Congregation, which 
was then pretty numerous, to this Eifeft : That upon his 
Salvation, he nuas Innocent of the Fail for n)jhich he '•Mas 
to die: hut had been guilty of many Sins, for wohich he 
begg'd God's Pardon, and the Pra';ers of all good People : 
That he lui/h'd all young Men v.'ould take ivarning by him, 
avoid bad Company, and fer-ve God. 

This Proteftation and Advice, as he repeated feveraf 
Times upon pubiick Occafioms, fo in private he conftantly 
afRrm'd to me his Innocence of the Murder fworn againft 
him 5 and though much endeavours were us'd to bring 
him to a Confeflion, if he knew himfelf guilty, he ftill 
perfifted in his pofitive denial of it. As to thofe Irregu- 
larities, and Mifcarriages of his Life, which he con- 
fefs'd, he feem'd to be very fenfible of, and very penitent, 
for them. Upon his repeated Defire, I again adminiftrei 
the Holy Sacrament to him on Wednefday, when foma 
pious Chriftians of my Acquaintarxe, had the Charily 
to join in Com.munion with him, and were Witneffes of 
his Devotion ; which, by all that outwardly appear'd, 
was very great, and feemed fo to me all the Time th;.t 
I was with him afterwards. 

When this Day, v/hich was appointed for his Execu- 
tion, was come, I went (according to Order) very be- 
times in the Morning to bim,   Afid after Prayers, read- 

ing 



[ 36] 
ing of the Word of God, and making fome Obfervations 
upon it, and Exhortations rais'd from it, and fuitably 
apply'd to the Condemn'd Perfon, he was taken away, 
put into a Cart, and carried to the Place of Execution ; 
where I attended him for the laft Time, and after fome 
fmall Difcourfe with him, foUow'd by Admonitions and 
Exhortations to him, Prayers, and fmging- of Penitential 
Pfalms for, and in conjunftion with him, he read the 
Speech and Prayer, and fung the Hymn following. 

His Speech, Prayer and Ferfes, is as follows: 

Gentlemen, I thought it convenient to give you an Account 
of nv) Life and Converfation, vjhich is as folhweth. 

GENTLEMEN, 

IW A S a yourg Man that was well educated, and' 
well brought up, and come of very honeft Parents, 
and about the Age of 15, was put Apprentice to a 

Sarher-Surgeon in London ; and after the ferving of twa 
Years, or thereabouts, I ran away from my Trade, and 
afterwards lived with Efquire Needhatn, who was Page 
of Honour to the kte King William ; but my dear 
Mother told me, that a Gentleman's Service -zvas no In- 
heritance^ and fo defired me to come Home and fettle. 
Accordingly I went to Gloucejler, and there fet up the 
Trade of a Butcher, which was the Calling of my Fore- 
fathers ; and I followed that Trade for feveral Years, and 
ferv'd Matter of the Company of Butchers, in the faid' 
City of Ghucejier. But being too much imbolden'd with 
Courage, I thought no Man a better Man tlum mvfelf; 
I took up the Sword, and followed the Sport of Prize- 
playing for feveral Years, which Praftice has proved 
prejudicial to me. And I defire ;iil young Men to take 
Warning by me, and never meddle v/ith any fuch idle 
Praftice ; but let their honeft Calling be whatever it wil', 
mind that, ferve God, and keep good Company. For 
here I fimllgiw you an Account of the ill Coniequence 
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of fuch an idle Praftice. Firji, It is difpleafing to God, 
to have his Image fcarrify'd after fuch a Manner. Seconds 
ly. It brings a Man to a Correfpondence with ill Com- 
pany, and ill Company takes a Man off from his Duty 
of ferving God, and makes him to follow thofe Vices 
that I have been guilty of myfelf, as breaking the Sabbath,. 
S-ivearin^, Curjing, Drunkennefs, Lenvdnejs, and other 
like Debaiccheries. But as to what I die for, I do declare 
before God, and all the World, Idle Innocent. Tliere 
was one Witnefs depos'd, on Oath, That he fattj me lock 
up mf Doors, and go do-ivn towards the Fair nvith a S-uoordin 
my Hand: And there was one Jonathan Shephard, declar'd 
upon Oath, That he fanv me in the middle of the Mob, 
ivith a naked Sujord in my Hand: And there was a Beadle 
declar'd alfo upon Oath, That hs fanu me nvith a S-ivord 
in my Hand bloody : And there was one Mr, Deering, 
who, in like Manner, declar'd upon Oath, That I told 
him in Ireland, that nuhen the Conjiabk dropt, I ijjip'd 
tny SiMord, put it up, and -xuent avJay. Which I declare 
I never faid, nor fpoke any fuch Words to him in all 
mj Life. And furthermore I do declare, as I expeft 
Mercy from God, I had no Sword in my Hand in the 
I'air that Day, and did not fo much as lift up my Hand, 
either for, or againil any Ferfon, when the Conftable 
was kill'd. 

Gentlemen, I muft defrre you, not to refleft on Mr. 
Gorman, for he is very innocent of what they iiavecharg'd 
him with, concerning me. But fince it is my Mif- 
fortune to die this fhameful Death, I muft look upon 
it as an Afflidlion from God Almighty, for my 
Wordly Sins. As for thofe f die WitneiTes that fwore 
my Life away, I do freely forgive them with all my 
Spirit; and I hope God will forgive them alfo. And 
as for all whom I ever wroi'^'d in my Life, I do hope 
they will freely forgive me, as I do freely forgive all the 
World. So Gentlemen, I bid you an eternal Farewell, 
and {hall now conclude witli tliis my Prayer. 

0 Al- 
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O Almighty God! I humbly befeech thee to hlefs our moji 

Gracious Sovereign Lady ^een ANNE ; andguide 
her by thy good Spirit, that Jhe may do always that 

•which is righteous in thy Sight. And I befeech thee, O 
Hea'venly Father, that thou 'wouldft be fleas'd to give her 
that Sight, as that Jhe may forefee her Enemies ; and arm 
her fo nxiith thy Defence, that pe may not fear the Ponxter 
of any Adverfaries: And I befeech thee, O Lord! give 
unto her a long and hafpy Reign, and after this Life, a 
Cronvn of Glory with thee in thy Heavenly Kingdom. And 
J likeivife befeech thee, O Lord! to hlefs thy Holy Catholick 
Church, and effecially that purejl Part of it, the Church 
cf England, and give unto it the fame Honour, Ponver, 
and Glory, as it had heretofore; and let not thofe vjho dijfent 
from it, ever have that Povjer to trample it donx'n ; 
And furthermore I beg of thee, O Lord! that if any of 
thofe Diffenters fiould in any nuife ever rife in Rebellion a- 
gainft our Gracious ^EEN and CHURCH, that thou 
^wouldft abate their Pride, ajfjoage their Malice, and con-. 
found their Devices: And fo let the Church o/" England 
remain and flourifo unto the World's End. And finally I 
befeech thee, O Lord! to four dovjn thy BleJJing upon vri 
vohole Family, and enable them to hear my Death, (as bf 
thy Grace I do) voith patience and refignatian ; and grant 
that this my Death may be a Joy and Comfort to them, and a 
Warning to the World. And Lord ]e{ns \ I befeech thts 
to forgive all my Enemies, efpedaily thofe ivho fvsore falfs 
againft me; for thou knovffi OLord! 1 die Innocent of that 
bloody Fail, for vohich lam condemn'd. But my Sins have 
provok'dthee to deliver me up a Pray to the Enemy. Lord! 
I befeech thee, that this my Jhameful Death, may, through 
the Merits of the Blood of Chrift, and SanSification of thy 
Grace, m.ake an Attanement to thee for my Wordly Sins ; that 
as I die here, fo I may live Eternally vuith thee hereafter. 
And novo I come again to beg Mercy for my felf in- 
treating thee O Heavenly Father! to have Mercy on my 
poor Soul, for thy Dear Son's Sake, my Lord and Saviour 
JESUS CHRIST ; Into ivhofe Hands I commend my 
Spirits,       Amen. 

His 
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His Ferfes in Anfwer to the Bell-man's, the 

Night before the Execution^ 

THOU art the Bell-Man for this Night, 
Who com'ft to let me know. 

That on To-morrow I'm to die. 
And be a publick Show. 

What follows was fung by him at the Tree. 

/HOP E my Death nvill ivarning give. 
To all that here attend. 

And by my fad Example may. 
Tour Lives learn to amend. 

Amend your Lives, young Men, I pray, 
And do no more offend, 

That Great and Mighty God above, 
Whofe Kingdom has no end. 

He''s a God that Merciful is. 
To all that do believe. 

In Jefus Chrift his only Son, 
Who voill our Sins forgive. 

Pray do repent of all your Sins, 
Before it be too late ; 

And beg the help of God above. 
For Jefus Chrift his Jake: 

Who fuffer d Death upon the Crofs, 
To make a P^compcnce, 

To all that do in him believe. 
Before he did ga hence. 

In him I do put all my Trufi, 
Whofe Mercy is full fure ; 

Hoping my Soul inith himfhall dvjell. 
Henceforth far evermore.        Amen. 

" This I writ with my laft Farewell; 
" Hoping my Soul with Chrift Ihall dwell." Amen'. 

Thomas Cook. 
After 
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After he had read thefe, he deliver'd them to me, wtif 

in his own Hand, and figned by him ; telling me upon 
the Word of a dying Man, and his Hope of Salvation, 
that what he had thus fpoken to the People, and now 
deliver'd to me, was nothing but Truth. I asking him 
whether he had any Thing elfe to fay, he anfwer'd me. 
No. And alfo, I asking him, whether he was? fully per- 
fuaded, that his Repentance was fmcere; that his Sins 
were forgiven him ; and that (being upon his Dc{»rture 
oBt of this World) he was now prefently to enter into 
Life Eternal: His Anfwerto me was, nat he was fully 
perfuaded cf all this, and that he nt.as very eafy in his 
Spirit •• And fo indeed he feemed to be ; telling me, that 
he never felt fo much Joy in all his Life, as he had done 

Jince his coming into the Cart. 
When he had faid this, and thanked me for all the 

Pains I took with him, and deliver'd to me his Papers, 
with a defire I ihouW publiili them for the good of the 
World, I made another fhort Prayer, recommendatory of 
his Soul to the boundlefs Mercy of God; and haying prc- 
nounc'd to him the Abfolirtion of all his Sins, in cafe he 
had truly and fmcerelv repented of them, and had a iled- 
faft Faith in Chriit j'efus ; I left him to his private De- 
votions, for which he had fome Time allotted him 5 and 
while, with his laft Breath, he was uttering thefe, and 
the like Ejaculations, O Lord Jefus have Mercy upon me ; 
into thy Bands I commend my Spirit; thou Saviour of my 
Soul, 'receive jne, receive me! Lord Jefus receive my 
Spirit, the Cart drew away, and he was turn'd oif. 

He was executed at Tyhurn, on Wednefday \ha llth 
of Augujl,  1703. 

'M 
TJjS 
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^he Behaviour and Dying-Words of Gerard 
Fitz-Gerald, condemned for the Murder of 
Mr. Fix. 

HE was 32 Years of Age, born of honeft Parents, 
near Limerick in Ireland, and brought up in the • 

Proteftant Religion: He came to London in 1688, and 
learn'd the Trade of Perriwig-making, with a Relation 
of his in Leicefier-Fields: That after this, he went fuccef- 
fively into the Service of feveral worthy Families here, 
and particularly that of Sir Henry John/on, with whom 
he liv'd about a Year in the Capacity of his Gentleman; 
that he unhappily fell into bad Company, but foon find- 
ing the Mifchief of it, was willing to break it off. He 
went to Sea in 1698, and ferv'd on board feveral of His 
late and Her prefent Majefty's Ship's, fometimes as a 
Steward to a Sea-Captain, and fometimes as Purftr of a 
Ship, both in the Ea^-Indies and other Parts : And that 
his laft Employment w.is that of a Purfer of the Burling- 
ton, a fourth Rate, Capt. Hicks, Commander, in which 
Office he ferv'd near a Twelve-month onboard that Ship; 
where for the want of the Exercife of God's Service, 
which was wholly neglefted there, he was laid open to the 
Devil's Temptations, and thereby brought into the Com- 
miflion of many Sins, which the due conftant Praftice of 
Religion v/ould have kept him from. He confefs^d the 
Crime for which he was condemned; and begg'd of God to 
deliver him from Blood-guiltinefs, and to walh all his Sins 
away in the moft precious Blood of the Reedmer of the 
World, and of his Soul. He faid it was a happy Thing 
for him, that ever lie came to Neiugnte: For, he was 
now (and perhaps fhould never have been otherwife made) 
fenfible of his Sins, of God's Indignation againft wilful 
Sinners, and of his Loving-kindnels and Mercy to the 
Penitent. And therefore he blefled God, with all his 
Heart, that he was pleas'd by this temporal Judgment he 

had- 
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had fent upon him, to retrieve his Soul (as he hop'd) from 
eternal Damnation. 

At the Place of Execution he deliver'd to me his De- 
claration and Confeffion, under his own Hand. Prayers 
being over, the Cart drew away, and he was turn'd off", 
calling upon God, in thefe, and the like ejaculatory Ex- 
preffions, O Sai'tour of the World, have Mercy upon 
me t 

The Confeffion of Gerard Fitz-Gerald. 

IT is undoubtedly expefted by the World, at my go^ 
ing off the Stage I fliould fay fomething by way of 
Confeffion, and in particular, to the Faft which  I 

now fufFer for, v/hich (with the permilTion of Almighty 
God) I Ihall declare with Truth. 

Fhji. I deiire the World, efpecially thofe that are 
Speftators of this my untimely End, to prevent the like 
Shame to themfelves here, and that which is more to be 
feared, in the World to come ; that they, and tvery of 
them, by a timely and fpeedy Repentance, betake them- 
felves to that flrift and fober Courfe of Living, that 
admits of no m-a-iner of Excefs: And that all you that 
are here, and all thofe, whofe Hands this may come to, 
•wjould often remember, and lay it clofe home to your 
Thoughts, that the Negleft of that great Duty, was the 
Bait made ufe of, by the common Enemy of Mankind, 
for my Deftruftion, being, at the Time this unhappy 
Faft was committed, fo much in Drink, that I knew 
not what I either faid or did. I do declare to the World, 
I never did fee the Deceafed before the unhappy Time of 
our Meeting at that Time ; and that I had no manner 
of Malice or Prejudice againft him. 

It was in the Year 88 tlxat I came to England, being 
born in Ireland, near the City of Limerick, of honeft 
good Parentage (whofe Circumflances in the World were 
but mean) and was brought up there to the Age of 17, 
at which Time, I was fent for England, to a Relation, 
to learn the Art of Perriwig-making, with whom I lived 

between 
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between three and four Years, and falling in with bad 
Company, by the means of a certain Goldfinith, I fell 
firft from my Duty towards God, and then towards 
Man ; for in a fmall Space of Time, Drunkennefs, 
Sabbath-breaking, and the Converfation of idle Women, 
became the fatal Objefts of my Thoughts, as well as 
my Praftice ; being fupported in my Extravagances by 
the faid Goldfmith, for whom I was now become a fit 
Companion. My Kinfman and Matter, whofe fober 
way of Living did not agree with ,mine at that Time, 
often gave me good Advice. 

I followed this Courfe of riotous Living about three 
quarters of a Year, or more, and then began with ferious 
Thoughts to refleft on the Confequence of fuch a Courfe 
of Life as I had entred into, and took up fome good 
Refolutions of Amendment. But ftill my Companions 
living fo near me, I could not Ihake off the Friendfhip 
contrafted between us; upon which, I fet a Refolution, 
the firft Opportunity (in order to throw off their Ac- 
quaintance) to quit my Kinfman's Service, which in a 
little Time after I did effeft; refolving to follow my 
Trade, and by working at it, to get me an honeft Liveli- 
hood, and to lead a fober Courfe of Life j and to that 
End became a Journeyman in this City, v/here I paft 
three Years in feveral good Families, to whom I gave 
good Content, and gained Refpeft, and the good Opinion 
of all, or moll that knew me. And afterwards vi^nt to 
live with the Honourable Sir Henry John/on, whom I 
ferved about a Year, in the nature of his Gentleman. 
I then began to confider, that by continuing in his Ser- 
vice, I fhould forget my Trade, which I thought would 
be of more advantage than that of Service, I quitted 
that Honourable Family. 

Some Time after quitting this Family, I went to Sea 
with one Captain Warren, in the Wind/or, who was a 
good Chriflian-like Man, and caufed the Duty of Prayer 
to be daily performed on Board; which does not a little 
reftrain Men from Vice. 

After 
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After ferving him five or fix Months as Steward, I 

was marry'd (with his Confent) to his Sifter-in-Iaw, wiio 
was of a good and godly Parentage, and ihe herfelf of 
a moll tender, affable and good Temper. 

In the Month of ^fri/, 99, I was preferr'd by the 
Death of Ednvard Crifp, who was Purfer of the Harcourt, 
to that Employment ; and continued fo in that Ship to 
the Time Ihe was call away at Emoy in China, in 
OBoher 1700, then came home Paflenger in the 'lanjijiock, 
palled my Accompts for that Ship, and obtained a War- 
rant for the Burlington, under tlie Command of Captain 
Gajper Hicks. 

And as I defire that all thofe whom I have by any 
means olFended, prejudiced, or harmed, that they would 
at this Time forgive me; fo I freely, and from the bottom 
of my Heart, forgive all Mankind; and do earneftly 
befeech God, with my lall Words, in Mercy to forgive 
them. And fmce my Life hath been of fo little Ufe, 
compar'd to the End for which God created Man, I 
heartily wilh my Ihameful Death may prove an awakning. 
and awarning to thofe whofe Courfe of Living is, or 
hath been like unto mine; forgetting God for the Things 
of this World, and putting the evil Day far from them. 

We find the bell of Men do owe their Frefervation to 
the Almighty Providence; for we plainly fee, that in 
Time of Adverfity or Dillrefs, the moil ingenious Wits 
cannot prevail. 

And as there is nothing can bind us more to our Alle- 
giance, and the Service of our Country, than the ftriiSl 
Obfervance of our Duty towards God, it would be of 
ihs greateil Confequeijce to have the Word of God truly 
taught and preached to thofe ignorant and prophane 
Creatures, who are hourly in the Jaws of Death. And 
it is certain, that a good and well inftrufted Confcience, 
is no fmall addition to a Man's Courage in Time of 
Engagement. Oh I that God would give all thofe that 
Jeethe V/onders of the Lord in the Deep, reftraining Grace, 
to foregoe that predominant and reigning Vice of Curf- 
ing and Swearing, and blafpheming the Name of God, 

which 
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-^i'hich I have been fo often guilty of: I muft confefs* 
that was not my alone Crime, for I have been a grievous 
Sinner, even almoft to the breach of all the Com- 
mandments ; and do earneftly implore God's Mercy and 
Pardon for it, which I hope to obtain through the Merits, 
Paffion and bitter Sufferings of our blefled Redeemer, 
who fuffered for repenting  Sinners. 

And that the greateft Sinner might not think himfelf 
paft the Day of Grace, I muft declare, I have by read- 
ing the Scriptures, praying, and attending to Admonitions, 
under my Confinement, found great Encouragement ; 
the Mercies of God being without Bounds or Limits, is 
never denied us, until (by the hardnefs of our Hearts, or 
our Compliance with the workings of Satan, who is 
never wanting) we fay, There is no God; or, at leaft-ways, 
by our infernal Pradtices, exclude ourfelves from all 
Hopes of Mercy. 

All thofe that think their Circumftances defper.ate in 
this Cafe, let them caft an Eye to the pierced Side of 
that Fountain of Mercies that has already made (if mixed 
with our Repentance) ah AU-fufficient Attonement, in 
and through whom v/e are to hope, and in whofe Name 
I offer up my Prayers. 

He was executed at Tyburn on Wednefday the 22d of 
December,  1703. 

The  Behaviour  of Sylvefter Harlackendon, 
Efq;, condemned for Murder. 

IE was of the County of Kent, and near 27 Years 
- i of Age, and one of that antient Society, the 

Honourable Band of Gentlemen Penjioners. In my fre- 
quent Vifits to him, I laid before him the Confideration 
of a future eternal State, reprefer.ting to him, on the 
one Han<i, the endlefs Mifery of Hell, and on the other, 
the evei-lafting Happinefs and Glory of Heaven; and 
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fhewinghim from Reafon and Scripture, the Certainty 
of thefe Things, and how to avoid the former, and ob- 
tain the latter, by a ferious and earneft Application to 
God, for his Grace, that we may fee and abhor the 
Wickednefs of our Sins, and repent, and be ftirr'd up to 
the Love of our Gracious Heavenly Father, i^c. He arti- 
ficioufly endeavoured to elude and divert the Difcourfe 
of this, and fell upon asking me feveral Sceptick Queftions 
about the Exiftence of the Soul, mz. What it was ? 
Where it was feated ? Whether it grew up and decay'd 
with the Body ? —— i^c. "Whereby he difcovered his 
Atheiftical Principles; to which having given Anfwers 
for his prefent Satisfadlion and Conviftion, I then told 
him, it would be much better and happier for him to 
employ his Thoughts in what had a fpecial Relation to 
the quieting his Mind, and procuring his Pardon with 
God. To this he replyed, he was mighty quiet and 
cafie in himfelf, and felt no manner of Trouble ; which 
to him, was a fure Sign of his being in a good State : 
Which he having faid, and at the fame Time exprefs'd 
no Sorrow for the heinous Crime of Murder, for which 
he was juftly condemned, nor for any other great Sins 
he had committed. I told him, that I plainly perceived 
the Devi] was bufy with him, and endeavoured to lull 
him a-fleep, that fo by making him eafie here, he might 
make him miferable for ever hereafter. Upon this, I 
had a long and repeated Difcourfe with him, and ufed 
the beft Arguments I could to undeceive him of his 
erroneous and Atheiftical Notions; and I defired a worthy 
and dignified Divine (upon an Opportunity that offer'd) 
to fpeak to him, which he did : But nothing could work 
upon him ; and he was fo far from repenting of any Sin 
he had done, that he flood in his own Juftiiication, and 
would not fo much as own it was a bafe and a wicked 
Thing for him to have flain a Man. Though it was 
not without great Difficulty, that he was brought up to 
the Chaple to hear the Word of God, and pray in 
Publick ; yet he defired me to fee him in Private as often 
as I could, v/hich I did.    He was very civil and very 
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;patient, in bearing with my Admonitions. But I am 
afraid, neither they, nor any Thing of that kind oiFered 
by others, had much influence upon him. He would 
not declare plainly and freely what was his Belief of 
God, and of another World; and whether he had Faith 
in Chrift, and repented of any Sin he had committed. 
He faid, his Thoughts were bell known to himfel^ 
and he was very eafie in them. He did not, nor indeed 
was he fit to receive the Holy Sacrament of the Lord's- 
Supper, and feemed very well contented to go out of 
the World without it, and was unconcerned to hear, 
that his wilful and obftinate Negleft of preparing for it, 
might prove his eternal Ruin. 

He was carry'd in a Coach to the Place of Execution, 
where I attended him for the laft Time ; and after fome 
preffing Exhortations, that he would lift up his Heart to 
God, I pray'd with him ; but he feemed not to join very 
heartily with us, and was now very fiupid ; and though 
I fpoke to him particularly of the great Concern of his 
Soul, (as I did all along in the Coach, when he was 
riding to his lail Stage in this World) yet he would give 
me little or no Anfwer, that could encline me to any 
Hopes of his apprehending clearly the State he was now 
c.r hereafter fhould be in ; he was only obferv'd to move 
his Lips, but no tody could tell what he faid, or whether 
indeed lie utter'd any Word. He dy'd hard, his Life 
vifibly remaining in him a great v/hile after the Cart 
was drawn away. I never faw any Man fo long a dying 
as he was. 

Ha was executed at Tyburn on Wednefday the loth 
of t/Iay, 1704. 
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The Behaviour, Ccnfejfwn, and loft Speech of 
Tliomas Sharp, condemn^d for the Murder 
of a Watchman in Drury-Lane. 

THIS Thomas Sharp, in the Account that he gave 
me of himfelf, told me only that he was about 

29 Years of Age, born in the Wejl of England, and was 
at firft a Glover by Trade, but left that Calling to ferve 
the Crown ; in whofe Service he had fpent, both at 
Sea and Land, about eleven Years; and that the laft 
Sea-Service he was in was on board a Dutch Man of 
War j and his laft Service at Land was in Colonel Ha- 
miltonh Regiment, under the Command of Capt. Weljh, 
in which he had been a Year and a half, and aftually 
was, at the Time of his being apprehended. He con- 
fefs'd, that he had been a very ill Liver, and too mucli 
addifted to the common and reigning Vices of the Age, 
befides, and had been under Sentence of Death at the 
OM-Bai/ey the 27th oi February, 1701, for breaking 
the Houfe of Mrs. Mary Bro^jn, a Widow, then living 
in St. G-Jks's in the Fields, and taking from thence a 
Pair of Holland Sheets and other Goods ; adding, that 
as he was very ferry he had no better improv'd the Mer- 
cy fhewn him in the Reprieve then given him, and the 
Pardon that enfued. Whereupon I afking him whether 
in his former Troubles, he never had any ferious 
Thoughts of reforming and amending his Life j he an- 
fwer'd. That he had (everal Times taken up Refolu- 
tions to that Purpofe, but for want of one thing, which 
(as he is now fenfible of) ought to have been in his Re- 
Iblutions, he could never bring them to any EfFcft, but 
broke them as foon as he liad made them, or at leaft, 
upon the next Opportunity and Temptation. Now, 
what this thing was, which rendered his good Refolu- 
tions thus ineffcftua!, he declared to be this, fix. That 
in thcfc his Refoludcns of forfakirg his evil Way, he 
did not  fcricufly think of parting entirely with, and 
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leaving for good and all the Comjpany of thofe wicked 
Perfons who had brought him at firft into, and encou- 
raged him in his former vicious Courfe of Life. But 
now he faid, he hop'd, if he were to live again in the 
World, he would never give way to the 1 emptation, 
and it griev'd him very much he had done it fo long, of 
which (he faid) he repented with all his Heart ; pray- 
ing God, for Chrift's Sake, to forgive him all his Sins, 
as he freely forgave thofe that had injured him ; and 
defired alfo the Pardon of them that he had any ways 
injured, to whom he was not able to make any other 
Amends, than by begging of God (as he did) to blefs 
them. He could neither Read nor write ; but being 
brought up by his Parents in the Church of England, he 
was not altogether ignorant of the Principles of that 
Church, though he had for feveral Years paft lived fo 
difagreeable thereto. He declared, he rely'd for Salva- 
tion upon the alone Merits of JESUS CHRIST. 
While he was under this Condemnation he behaved him- 
felf very decently, and (to outward Appearance) with 
Devotion ; but yet he would not be j?erfuaded to con- 
fefs the Faft for which he was condemned to die, though. 
I ufed many preffing Arguments with him to that Pur-t 
pofe. At laft, (when the Dead-Warrant was brought 
in, and not before) he confefs'd it was true, (as they 
fwore it againft him) that he was endeavouring to break 
open a Houfe at the End of Great Shiein-Street in Drurj- 
Lane, and that Jie fliot the Watchman who came to 
prevent him in it, "-Which having declared, I gave himi 
inch Reproof and Admonition as was fitting ; fhewing 
Ifim both the Heinoufnefs of that horrid Crime of 
Murder, which he aftuallyhad, Vv-ith that of Burglary, 
which he intended to have committed, and the Aggra- 
vation "of his Guilt by his long and obftinate Denial of 
both. Upon which he acknov.dedged, he was very guil- 
ty indeed, and that his Sentence was juft ; that he was 
the worft and the vileil of all Sinners, not worthy to 
lift up his Hands or his Eyes to Heaven, and receive 
the leaft Mercy ; praying God not to deal with him in 
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the Severity of his Juftice, but deliver him from that 
eternal Condemnation he had deferved j and defiring my 
Prayers for him to that end. 

This being the Day appointed for his Execution, 
which (that it might be fo much the more exemplary) 
was perform'd at the End of LONG-ACRE in DRU- 
RY-LANE, near the Place where he had committed the 
Murder, and where a Gibbet was eredted to that Pur- 
pofe. I attended him there for the laft time 5 and ha- 
ving exhorted him ftill to ftir up his Heart to God, 
and clear his Confcience before he departed this World, 
I pray'd and fung a penitential Pfalm with him. Then, 
upon my Motion, he warned young Men and all others, 
from living loofe and irreligious Lives, and keeping ill 
Company; and defired them to learn by his fad and 
Ihameful End to avoid the Sins that he had done, and 
practice the Virtces he had left undone; owning, that 
he was juftly brought to fufter a fhameful Death at the 
Place where he had committed a moft bloody Faft ; 
which he heartily lamented, and pray'd God to forgive. 
After this I pray'd again with him and for him, and 
made him rehearfe the Articles of the Chriftian Faith, 
in which he declared he died ; and, having fung another 
Pfalm, I pray'd a third Time, and commended his Soul 
to God, and fo left him to his private Devotions, for 
which he had fome Time allow'd him. When I was 
retired, he turned his Face towards me, and thanked me 
aloud, and defired me, and all Speftatcrs, to pray for 
God's Mercy to him, till he was dead. Then the Cart 
(in which he was brought thither from Nervgau) drew 
away, and he was turned oft", while he was calling upon 
God in the Lord's Prefer, and tlie like ejaculatory Ex- 
preffions, Lord ha've Mercy upon me ! &c. 

He was executed in Drury-Lane on Friday the 2 2d of 
September, 1704. 

Ihe- 
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^he Behaviour, Confeffion, and lafi Speech of 
John Smith, condemned for robbing Mr. 
William Birch, near Paddington,   Tho- 
mas Woodcock, Eff, 
another Gentlewoman, 

and his Lad^, with 
Finchley Corn- er 

men. 
HE confeffed thofe Fafts very  freely, and begg'd 

Pardon both of God and them he had wrong'd ; 
but faid withal, that though he muft needs own he had 
been a great Offender in many Things, yet he (as he faid) 
was an OiFender but of eight Days, viz. from OSober 
29 to Noaiember 6, adding, that it was at  firft a great 
Surprize and Uneafinefs to him, to find his laft Robbery 
to have been fplit into three diitinft Faifts, and to be the 
Matter of three fevcral Indiftments againft him.    B'Jt 
he faid he was very much contented to be thought the 
worft of Men by Men, provided he might obtain tha 
Favour of God by Chrift ; which he earneftly impiored. 
He faid farther, that he was about 23 Years of Age, 
born at Winchcomb,  within ten Miles of the City of 
Glouceftei- ; that he was a Perriivig-Maker by his Trade, 
and was well brought up by his Parents, who gave him 
Civil and Chrillian Education ; but he did not anfwer 
their Expeftation and Defire ; and was difobedient and 
undutiful to them,  and fell into many Extravagancies 
and Debaucheries.    Of which he to frankly made \\h 
ConfeiTion to me, and in all Appearance feem'd to be fo 
forry for them and fo defirous to make  Amends (if he 
could) to the World, that I have great Hopes he was 
that inwardly which he outwardly appear'd to be. " And 
" for the Reader's further Satisfadion herein,   I mult 
" refer him to his laft Speech, v/rit in his own Hand, 
" and deliver'd to  me at the Place of Execution.    A 
" true Copy of which Speech, together with his par- 
" ticular Confeffion of all the feveral Robbejies by him 
" committed within the Space of eight Days only. 
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ACo^ of the PAPER delivered ^y John 
Smith at the Place of Execution. 

JOHN SMITH,   in his further opening of Jiis 
Confcience to me, faid, That he had been very wild, 

and very unruly in his younger Years, and that the ill 
Habits  which  he had then fo early contrafted, were 
ftrongly confirm'd in them by his being (though but a 
little while) at Sea.    From whence when he was re- 
turn'd, he became fo familiarly acquainted with a cer- 
tain Perrhviv-Maker then in Chancery-Lane, that one 
Day he open'd to him the Difcourfe of going to rob on 
the Highway ;   which having foon agreed together to 
attempt, they both of them fet out for that moft wick- 
ed Intent upon the bell of Days, iiix,. the Lorifs-Day, 
being the 29th of OSober laft paft.    And as they were 
waiting for a Booty about Faddington, and were there 
walking up and down, he relied himfelf upon a Stile 
over-againll the Gallows at Tyburn.    At the Sight of 
which, his Heart did mifgivc him and fail him ; and 
thereupon he thought within himfelf, that fome Time 
or other, he fliould come to end his Life,   where he 
was now about beginning to rob ;   which he told his 
Companion, and would have perfuaded him to go home 
again with  him ;   but he  would not; and inftead of 
yielding to it, he egg'd him on j   telling him. What 
matters it.  Jack? "'TIS but hanging, if thou JhouU come ia 
that.    So they proceeded on their wicked Defign j and 
the next Perfon that came into their Way,   was Mr. 
William Birch, whofe Mare  they Hole, which was his 
ijrll Robbery.    The next Day, being Monday the 30th 
of OBober, he fet out alone upon that Mare, and robb'd 
three Stage-Coaches by Epping-Forejl.    The Wednefday 
ioliowing, being the firft of November, he robb'd three 
other, Stage-Coaches, and a Hackney-Coach upon ii&««- 

jloiv-Heath :   And the next Saturday after, being  the 
t^tliof November, he robb'd three Stage-Coaclies more, 

near 
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near St. Albaus. In all which Robberies, he faid,, k: 
did not get above Twenty Pounds. And laftly, he rob- 
bed Mr. Woodcock's Coach on Finchley-Common, the 6:h' 
of November, for which he was apprehended. All 
which faid Robberies (that of Mr. Birch excepted) he 
did by himfelf. 

Here folk--ws the above-mentioned Paper of John Smith, 
nuhich he introduced thus : 

" Good People, and Brethren, and Fellow-Creatures, 
" I am come here to fufFer a Ihameful Death, which f 
" have juftly deferved for my great Sins, and particu- 
" larly for that Robbery which I committed not far 
" from this Place. It was in yonder Place, [turning 
'f his Face tozvards Paddington.] 

My Name is John Smith. 
per, as follow s- 

Then he read his faid Pa- 

IJOHN SMITH, being born in the Town of 
Winchcomle in Ghucefierjhire, born of very good 
Parents, and brought up to very good Learning in 

the Proteftant Religion, and never did profefs any other, 
and being kept to very good Schools till I was 13 Years 
of Age, and then being put Apprentice to a Barher 
and Perrinvig-Maier in Burford in Oxfordjlnre, and ha- 
ving too good a Matter and Miftrefs, I left them, and 
travelled into feveral foreign Countries, and then rc- 
tarning to London, I following my Trade a Journeyman 
for feveral Years, fometimes in London, and fo^metimes 
in the Country, and till I unfortunately came acquaint- 
ed with fome young Men that us'd for to frequent the 
Dancing-Houfes ; which I got fuch a Habit of them, 
that I could not leave them and my Companions j which 
firft in breaking the Lord's-Day, and keeping Company 
with lewd Women of this Town, brought me to all 
Manner of Vice, and for to maintain my felf, I could 
not without taking to ill Courfes, which I let loofe at 
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once, and on the 29th Day cf Oaoher, 1704, a little 
before Tyburn, where I met with a Gentleman upon a • 
gray Mare, where I and another fet upon him, and 
took her away from him j and Money being very fhort, 
1 went upon the Highway, and committing a Robbery 
rf one 'Squire Woodcock in his Coach, I was purfued by 
the Country and taken.    This Trade I do declare to tlie 
World, That I never did follow above feven or eight 
Days at furtheft ; and I being taken and brought to 
Fe-Tvgaie, and from thence to the Old.Bailey, and there 
took my Trial, and being caft, the next Day, I received 
fceritence of Death. Therefore I humbly beg for the 
Lord's-fake, that all you young Men that I leave here 
tf hind, that you will take Warning in Time, and avoid 
thofe Houfes and all ill Company, and remember my 
laft Dying Words, leaft fome of you come to the fam.e 
End, which I pray God you may not ; for this that I* 
foffer, is but the juft Punifliment of my Wickednefs in 
this World, and I do declare to the World, that I never 
was guilty of any Murder in all my Life-time : And I 
pray God that every Body whom I have wronged, will 
forgive me; for were I able for to make Satisfaftion, 
I fhould be very willing for to do it ; but as I am not, 
I hope my Life will be Satisfadlion to them all; and for 
whomfoever have wronged me, I do from the bottom of 
my Heart, forgive them and all the World for what 
Injury any Man has done me.    And I die in Charity 
with all the World,  and the Lord  Jefus receive my 
iinful Soul. 

He was executed at  Tyhum on Wednejday the 2odi 
fii December, 1704. 

the 
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f%e Behaviour, Confeffion and Dying-Speech cf 
Exlward JefFeris, - Gent, for the Murder of 
Mr. Robert Woodcock, Gent, in Chelfea- 
Fields. 

ON Wednefday the 19th of September, the Perroii 
who is the melancholy Subjeft of this Speech, 

I'iz. Mr. Edward Jefferis, as he was proceeding towards 
the Plac« of Execution, when about St. Giles's, he met 
with a Reprieve, by virtue whereof he was brought back 

-Rgain to Newgate, where he continued to the 21ft of 
September, when a freih Order came for his Execution, and 
accordingly he was carried in a Cart to Tyburn.    Befors 

*lhis Time, he had made to me the Confeffion that follows, 
and in which he perfifted to the laft. He faid, that he 
was about 41 Years of Age, born of good Parents near 
the De-v!Xes in WUtfiiie, and brought up to the Law 
here in London, where he had lived for thefe feveral 
Years paft. He confefs'd, that he had been ur.faitl-itul 
and unkind to his Wife, and had led a very wicked and 
debauched Life ; and that to fupport his lewd and extra- 
vagant Expences, he had done Things unaccountable 
enough, as he acknowledged that to be, which was al- 
ledg'd Rgainft him at his Tryal by Mr. Davis ; yet h« 
was not wanting at firft in his Endeavours to extenuate 
the Crime of fuch Impofures; faying, that therein he 
did not aft for himfelf, but as'an Attorney for other 
Perfons, whofe Caufe, let it be what it would, he then 
thought, in that Capacity, he ought to ferve. Herein I 
did what I could to reftify his Judgement; and he feem- 
ingly acquiefced in the unlawfulnefs of fuch Undertakings. 
As for tJie Murder of Mr. Woodcock, neither myfelf. 
nor feveral other Divines, whom I defired to urge the 
Matter to him, could by any Arguments that were 
offered, bring him to a Cbnfeffion of it: He gives 
tliis Charafter of himfelf. 
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I Was bom of very honeft Parents in the ff^e/l Part 

of this Kingdom, and religioufly educated in the 
Church of JEngland, which Church (by the Grace 

' of God) I die in. I ferved my Clerkfhip to an emi- 
nent Attorney in London ; my Father dying, leaving 

' me an Eftate too young, which in fome little Time 
' Ifpent. I married a virtuous young Woman, whofe 
' Parents liv'd at St. Albans, never having any other 
' Wife but her, nor ever liv'd with any other Woman 
' but her ,• but vainly and profufely fpent part of my 
' precious Time with many. I had a great Bleffing in 
' \ii:r, if it had pleafed God to have given me Grace to 
' Lave made ufe of it. In the firll Place fhe was to me 
' Cliaile, Beautiful and Young, and lov'd me too well. 
* J, like the Cock in the Fable, not knowing the Value 
' cf fo precious a Jewel, made flight of it, which now 
* too late I elleem'd, and repent that JJhould do thofi 
' 1 kings •which I ought not to have done, and hanie left 
' undone thofe Things 'which 1 ought to have done. Which 
' Omiffion, God Almighty has, I hope, pardon'd me. 
' Into whofe blefled Hands I commend my immortal 
' Soul.    And fo vain World adieu. 

E D W.   J E F F E R IS. 

At the Place of Execution, where I attended him. and 
put the Thing to him again more than twice, he there 
again denied it. He faid, he freely pardoned all that 
injur'd him. and begg'd theirs whom he had injur'd, de- 
claring that he died in perfeft Charity with all Mankind. 

After Prayers and finging of Pfalms, and his defiring 
the Standers by to join in Prayer for him, I left him, 
recommending him to the Diredlion of God's Spirit. 
He did not appear dejefted at all, nor did he change 
his Countenance, fo far as cotdd be perceived. This 
was the Manner in which he went out of the World, 
which to fome feem'd very extraordinary. As he was 
going to be turn'd off, he defired again the Prayers of .all 
good People there ; and he ended his Life with calling, 
upon God for Mercy. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Elizabeth TorfheIl'.f Letter to the Or- 
dinary of Newgate, containing a particular 
Account of the Murder committed upon the 
Body of Mr. Robert Woodcock, in Chelfea 
Fields, hy the hefore-mention^d Mr. Edward 
JefFeris. 

Re'uerend Sir, 

AFTER a Confideration of your good Counfel, I 
think it my Duty to give you an Account, to the 

utmoft of my Knowledge, in this Murder of Mr. Tf^ood- 
cock.    Wlien Mr. Jefferis and 1 came through the Park, 
we went into the hither Door of the  Mulhery-Garden, 
and walk'd up toward the  Houfe.    Said Mr. Jefferh, 
" We will go  to Chelfea, and if you will go through 
" the Houfe, we will make an Excufe at the Bar."    I 
went through firft,  and ftay'd at the Wall, and Mr. 
Jefferis came to me.    Then we walk'd towards Chelfea, 
and entring into the Field that is the direft Path, Mr. 
Jefferis faid, " There is a Friend of mine, pray walk 
" on, I will overtake you immediatelv."    Accordingly 
I did, and got within two Fields of Chelfea, when Mr. 
Jefferis overtook me (which way he came I know not) 
for I walk'd very flow, and he was by me before I had 
any Sight of him,    I perceiv'd fomething of a Surprize 
in him.    Said 1, " You are out of Temper.    Haveyou 
and that Gentleman had'any Words ? He anfwer'd inp, 
" We have had Words, and I gave him a fmall prick." 
But faid I, " I hope you have not hurt him.    " No, 
" no, faid Mr. Jefferis."    And that was every Word 
we fpoke concerning it.    When we came into  Chelfea, 
faid Mr. Jefferis, " We will go to the Chefhire Cheefe, 
" for I know the Man of that Houfe."    So we went in, 
for then we were by the Door; and when we came into 
the Room, Mr. Jeffh-is kid his Sword, Hat .-md Gloves 
on the Table, and went out of the Room.    I ^ot     iii<; 
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Sword in my Hand, and drew it out of the Scabbard, to 
fee if it were bloody, by the Reafon he faid, that he 
had prick'd the Gentleman; but the Sword was neither 
bloody nor broke, as the Boys faid : But there is a good 
Reafon to be given for the Boys faying fo. For one 
Day when Mr. jefferis and I were in the Chapel, I 
asked hitn, if he did not give the Wound with Mr. 
Woodcock^i own Sword, and if he did not draw it. He 
faid. No. Then faid I, " As he was drawing his Sword, 
" I fuppofe you fnatch'd it from him ; for the Surgeon 
" faid, it was not the Sword you had that gave the 
" Wound. And did you break his Sword, as the Boys 
" faid you did?" " No, faid he, I broke no Sword." 
But then reply'd I, " Did you not go toi break it ?" He 
made me no Anfwer to that Word, only faid, it happen'd 
fo unfortunately for me to know the faid Mr. Woodcock,. 
and my having thofe Rings made him fuffer. Said I, 
*' I knew not that you had kill'd him, when you were 
" fetch'd by my Order ; neither did I know that he was 
" any Acquaintance of yours; but faid I, I am told 
*' that you have Money of his, and that you chang'd 

•*' one of his Guineas that Night you cameinto the Goal." 
Said .Mr. Jefferis, " He gave me none." Nay, Sir, 
faid I to him, " I don't ask you if you took them, or 
" if he gave you any; but by what the Boys and I do 
" know, there muft be fomething more than I find you 
" are willing I Ihould know ; and I fuppofe he v«uld 
" not give you any, and that was the Occafion you 
" quarrell'd." He fetch'd a very great Sigh, and fliook 
Ms Head, but made me no Anfwer, which makes me 
think it was fo ; for he never fpoke many Words after, 
which makes me think he did refent my putting thofe 
Words fo very cloie to him. All that ever he fliid to 
me after, was, That he wondcr'd I was not out, and fiiid, 
lie would not have me come up to Chapel, for v/hat 
Reafon I cannot fay, except it was for Fear I fhould tell 
you how he left me; for faid he to me, " Don't j ou 
" mention that v/hen we went to Chelfea, I was any 
" Timeout of your Company; for if you do, then I 

'     " iliall 
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" fiiall not be Repriev'd." I humbly ask your Pardon, 
Sir, for not letting you know as far as my Knowledge 
reached ; but knowing I could not do the Deceafed any 
Good; and if I fpoke, this Man would lofe his Life, 
made me leave it to the juft God, which knows the Se- 
crets of all Hearts. This is all I can fay, but I beg of 
you to to pray to God for me, to keep me from all fuch 
wicked Perfons; and that will add very much to the 
Health and Satisfaftion of my poor Soul. 

Taur mofl ohedient Servant, 

Eliz. TorfhdI. 

Sir, 

Out of the Mafter- 
Side in Knognte, 
OB. 15, 1705. 

SIR, 

One Thing more I forgot to mention, which is. That 
Mr. Jefferis all along faid he fhould have a Reprieve, 
if I faid nothing concerning his Knowledge of Mr. Wood- 
cock ; for he faid he had petition'd His Grace the Duke 
of Ormond, and that he would get a Friend to go to the 
Queen, which I do believe was Mrs. Lambourn, one of 
the Boys Mothers. Mr. Jeffens moreover faid, tliat the 
Father of Mr. Robert Woodcock fliould not have his 
Life ; for he did not queftion but he ihould be Reprieved 
for all that. I fuppofe you know. Sir, that Mr. Jefferiii 
Opinion was, that there was only a Heaven, and no 
Place of Torment for bad Livers, but to be put out of 
the Prefence of the Lord ; which he faid to me before 
he came into this Place, and likewiiefince you and many 
more learned Divines have taken Pains to make him own 
the Faft, for which he juftly has fuffered. E. T. 

DireBed thus. 
For the Reverend Mr. Paul Lorrahi. 

He was executed at Tyburn on Friday the  21ft of 
170C. 

Th 
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The Behaviour, Confejfion, and laft Speech of 
Mr. Roger Lowen, for the Murder of 
Mr. Richard Lloyd at Turnham-Green. 

ROGER   LOWE N,   who is the   melancholy 
Subjedl of the following Account, was a German 

Gentleman about 40 Years of Age, born (as he told me} 
at Hano-ver, and brought up in the Lutheran Church. 
He faid, that he had been a Gentleman of the Querry 
to the late Duke oiZell; and that before he was enter- 
tain'd in that Service, the Duke (in confideration of his 
Father, that was his Huntfman) fent him into France 
to learn his Exercifes, at his Highnefs's Charge.    He 
(poke French very well, and it was that Language in 
which I frequently converfed with him, and he made 
his ConfelTion to me 5 which was to this effeft, mx. 
That he had not lived according to that Knowledge he 
had in Religion, and that, like many other Gentlemen 
•who mind nothing but the fmful Pleafures of this pre- 
fent Life, he had been very loofe and extravagant.   He 
readily confefs'd that he had afiaulted, and for a long 
Time before delign'd to kill Mr. Richard Lloyd; but for 
a great while before his Tryal, and even fome time after 
it, he feem'd to doubt very much of that Gentleman's 
Death ; iaying, that it was impoffible he fhould have 
dy'd of the Wounds he gave him.    But when he was at 
lail convinc'd that he was really dead, then he appeared 
to be fenfible that he had committed a very bafe and 
heinous Crime, and exprefs'd great Sorrow for it.   And 
this was fo much the more affliftive to his now awaken- 
ed  Mind, by how much he coniider'd the Enormity of 
that bloody Faft, both as to the Nature of it, and the 
Manner of his committing it, and withal the Unreafon- 
ablenefs of that Jealoufy which had prov'd the unhappy 
Occafion of it.    After his Condemnation he feem'd to 
apply himfcif in good earneit to  his Devoiions;   in 
which he was principally dircfted  by two  Reverend 

Divines 
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Divines of his own Church and Nation,- 'vix. Mr. Ru^- 
perti and Mr. IdKardi, who did (together with me), la- 
bour to make him fenftble that the Crime for which he- 
was juftly to die, was both in it felf, and in the heinous 
Circumftances attending it, moll bafe, barbarous and 
inhuman, and required a Degree of Repentance propor- 
tionable to the Height of that Stain and Guilt which: it 
had brought upon his Soul. And therefore had great 
need of the Blood of Chrift to wafh him clean, and of 
God's extraordinary Help and Mercy, (which he ought 
to implore) if ever he expefled to avoid the eternal 
Wrath and Vengeance of the juft Judge of the whole 
World. He acquiefed in all that was faid to him on this 
Account, and delired our Prayers for him: That God 
would be gracioufly pleafed to forgive him both this 
crying bloody Sin, and all his former wicked Adts of 
Pride, Lewdnefs and Debauchery j all the Errors, Fol- 
lies, and Vices of his mifpent Life, and his Negleft of 
Religious Duties; for which (he faid) he heartily beg- 
ged God's Pardon, and theirs whom he had any ways 
offended. / 

At the Place of Execution, where he was attended, 
not only by me, but by thofe two worthy German Mi- 
niflers, who had conftantly vifited him while under Con- 
finement, he deliver'd me a Paper containing his Lafi 
Speech to the World. Which Paper being in the Ger- 
man Tongue, I have got it tranilated into Englijh, as 
follows. 

It is akeadj knonxin to the World for ivhat Reafan I am 
mmi brought to this Place, and am tofuffer this Jhamcful 
Death, viz. for my hwvingfied invocent Blood. J do ac- 
knowledge the Faii, and confefs my Fault, and reft fatisfy d 
of the juft Sentence fafd upon me, it being agreeable to 
the Laws of the Laitd, and the Comm.atid "of God, That 
Whofoever Iheddeth Man's Blood, by Man fliall his 
Blood be ihed, for God has made Man after his own 
Image. / was born of hontft and Chriftian Parents ; 
ny Father was an Englifliman, and my Mother a Ger- 

man : 
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man ; / 'was educated from my Youth in the Proteflant 
Religion. I declare before God and Man, That I al- 
luays had an Abhorrence and Anjerjlon to ABions of this 
kind, and hanie taken great Care in all the Courfe of my 
Life to afvoid them : And though I often had the Oppor^ 
tunity of taking aiuay the Life of my Adnierfaries in un- 
godly Duels and parrels; yet I take God to 'witnefs, as 
a dying Man, I ne'ver ivas guilty of any Murder before 
this, for nuhich Ijujily fuffer. I am therefore the more 
grieved noui, that I ha've been moved to Jo great a 
PaJJion, as to Jiudy Revenge, by the Inftigation of the De- 
vil and finful Jeabufy, 'which made me think [as Iv.as 
ferjuaded by Mr. Crufius] that my Wife ivas marry d in 
my Abfence ixith the Deceafed. This is the unhappy thing 
that brought me to the CommiJJlon of this horrid Sin, luhich 
I heartily be-iuailivith Tears ; and I do fubmit to mfjuf 
Punijhment. L am deeply fenfible ho-xv greatly I have 
offended Almighty God; and therefore humbly implore his 
Pardon and Forgivenefs, and that my finful Soul may be 
nvajhed from my Sins in the Blood of Sprinkling, that 
p-ecious BleedJhsd by my Redeemer, which {peaks better 
Things than the Blood of Abel: And having the Promt fcs 

from the VFord of God, and his ovon Oath, That when- 
foever a Sinner truly repents and turns to him, he is 
willing to receive him and to forgive him, herein is the 
enly Hope and Comfort of my departing Soul. 1 likenxtife 
humbly beg the Pardon of her Moji Gracious Majejiy ^een 
ANN {nvhom God bisfs) andpublickly ask Pardon of the 
1Vido=w of the Deceafed Mr. Lloyd, as 1 have done al- 
ready by a Letter nvhich I have left unfealed viith Mr. 
Rup, Minijier at the S%\oy, &'r. to fend it to her, hoping 
fie "Mill (as a Chrijiian) forgive me, as voe all hope for 
Mercy and Forgivenefs from God, through the Blood of 
Ghriji. In like manner I ask Pardon of my dear Wife, 
nvhich has been many nvays injured by this faid Oceafion ; 
and Ifincerely declare that I am fully fatifyd of her In- 
nocence, and that I v:as Jealous veitkout a Caufe ; And 
I do not in any RefpeSl afcribe to her the Caufe of ?-ny Jyiif- 

fortune.    I trtdy lo-ve her, and affure the World that I 
have 



have never been marrfd to any other Woman ; and /" 
fray heartily for her Profperity and Happinefe both of Souf. 
and Body. Laftly, I dcjire all good People for God^s fake 
earneftk to pray for the Salvation of my poor Soul; and I 
exhort all to take Warning by my fad Misfortune, That 
they 'would not give 'way to Jealoufy, Anger, Revenge, 
or fuch like Pajfions ; but refift the femptaiions of the De-: 
vii, the World, and the Flefh, 'with conjiant and di<vout 
Prayers to God, and forgive their Enemies, and pr-ay for 
them. All 'which I heartily and fincerely da, as I hope 
Gnd'willforgi've me for Chrifs fake. 

ROGER LOWEN. 

After Mr, Lonxien had written this his laft Speech in 
order to his delivering it to me, as he did, at the Place 
of Execution ; he had the great Comfort to receive an 
Anfwer to his Letter therein mention'd ; in which Mrs. 
Lloyd fhew'd fo much Chriftian Charity as to fignify to 
him, That fie frgo've him, and prafd that God ivould 

forgi've him alfo, and ha've Mercy upon his Soul. 
He was executed at Turnham-Green on Friday the 

25th of OSober 1706. 

I r 

The Behaviour., ConfeJJion., and lafi Speech of 
William Elhy {alias Dunn) for the Mur- 
der of Nicholas Hatfeild, and for breaki7tg 
open the DwelUng-Houfe of Mr. James 
Barry al Fulham. 

HE own'd he was guilty of the latter of thefe Fafts; 
but for the Murder, he v/ould not confefs it; 

Neither would he be perfuaded to difcover his Accom- 
plice or Accomplices, nor any other Fafts by him or 
them committed heretofore.    Aid in this his Obftinacy 

he 
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Ite all along perfifted ; and was fo peremptory as to far, 
Ihat if any Jhould ask him again any fuch ^efiions, he 
nvould knock them donvn.    Upon which I told him, that 
r was very forty to fee him in that furious Temper, 
very unbecoming a Man that was upon his everlafting 
State ; but I hop'd he would confider things better, and 
give me Leave to aflc him (for I would certainly do it 
whatever came on't) fuch Queftions as were fit to be re- 
folv'd by him for the Good of Mankind, and for the 
clearing of his Confcience before he dy'd.   But he faid, 
he nvottid refohe none; for he intended to die in Charity 
ivith the World; vjhich he could not do, if he brought any 
into Trouble.    To this I anfwer'd, that he was highly 
jnillaken, and that his difcovering his Companions in 
Wickednefs could not be an Evidence at Law againft; 
them, and could do them no harm, but poffibly a great 
deal of good, and would be a charitable Deed to them; 
for by this means they might be reform'd, and fo pre- 
vent their coming under the fame Condemnation with 
him :  And that alfo, fuch a Difcovery as he could and 
ought to make of thofe wicked Perfons he had been 
concerned with, and thofe Robberies and other unjuil 
Aftions he had committed, would difpofe him to die 
well, i. e. in peace with God, and his own Confcience, 
and in Charity with all Men, efpecially with thofe he 
had wrong'd, who ought to receive from him at leaft 
the Satisfaftion of a fmcere Acknowledgment of the In- 
juries which he had done them, either by himlelf or in 
conjunftion with others.    He gai'e the Ear to all this ; 
but faid, that he would not come to Particulars ; and 
that in general he was willing to confefs,, that he had 
been very wicked, and that he had committed all man- 
ner of Sins whatfoever, and that he would confefs them 
to God alone, and afk his Pardon for them.    This was 
no fmall Grief to me to fee a Man, whom I endeavour- 
ed to inftrudl and reform, and thereby bring to God, 
thus delperately fly from him, and fmk himfelf deeper 
and deeper into liror and Deftrudion.   When I told 
hifflj he did very ill in curling the whole Bench, as he 

did 
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did at the Old-Bailey, and that he fliould be now alham'd 
and forry for it, he feem'd to be uncoricem'd ; neither 
did he exprefs much Grief for any thing he had done } 
faying, that he ivas to anfiver nvith the Lofs of his Life 
for all his Faults ; and nuloy JhouU he he grie'ved for them, 
fince he muji die, and uuas ^willing to die ? I perceiv'd he 
would not be thought to be afraid of Death; but I 
could not be fatisfy'd with his manner of preparing for 
it. His Pride and Self-conceitednefs were more preva- 
lent with him than any Argument from Reafon and 
Religion that could be offer'd to him. After much Dif- 
courfe and Time fpent with him, both in Publick and 
Private, he at laft feem'd to relent a little, and gave this 
following Account of his paft fmful Life, and the prefent 
State he was now in. 

He faid, he was about 3 2 Years of Age, born at 
Deptford, of very honeft Parents, who gave him good 
Education, and bound him to a Block-maker at Hothe- 
riff, with whom he ferv'dhls 'Prenticefhip ; but was no 
fooner out of his Time, but inftead of fetting up or 
working for himfelf, he went on rambling abroad, and 
got into bad Company, which debauch'd him, and en- 
ticed him to thofe Sins which by degrees brought him to 
this his ihameful and untimely End. He faid further. 
That he had fometimes ferved at Sea, in Her MAJE- 
STY'S Navy, and fometimes at Land, in the Second 
Regiment of Foot Guards: And he confefs'd that he 
had done very many ill things {which he would not par- 
ticularize) and had formerly received both the Law and 
Mercy ; which, to his Sorrow, he had not (as he fhould 
have) improv'd into Amendment. Laftly, When he 
was near the Time of his Death, he acknowledg'd his 
Guilt, though not wholly, yet in fome meafure ; and 
pray'd, that God would forgive both that and other his 
Crimes. 

At the Place of Execution, 'viz. the. Town of Ful- 
ham, (whither he was this Saturday Morning carry'd in 
a Cart) I attended him for the laft Time, and with pref- 
fing Exhortations endeavour'd to perfuade him to the 

doing, 
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doing whatever he could to fave his Soul. He told me, 
That (as he had done before) he defired my Prayers, and 
no Queftions to be aik'd ; and fhewed himfelf more and 
more pofitive in his refufing to fatisfy the World, wJio 
had a hand in the Burglary and Murder, for which he 
was now to die. He faid he would make no Difcovery ;. 
only he owned again his being guilty of the Burglary, 
but not of the Murder, meaning (as he expreifed) That 
he had not aftually committed it, but another Man with 
him had. Now who that Man was, and whether there 
were no more with him at that time, he would not at 
all refolve j and he grew very angry for being aiked fuch 
Queiiions, nvbich, he faid, put all good things cut of his 
Head, I had put'in it before ; telling me withal, that he 
had defir'd me this Morning at Newgate, not to trouble 
him with a&ing of Queftions at the Place of Execution, 
but only to pray by him ; I own'd he had fo, but I told 
him, I took it to be my indifpenfable Duty to God, to 
his Soul, and to the World, not to comply with his 
Defires herein, and that I was forry he would not take 
fuch Dire<9:ions as were tending to his Spiritual 'and 
eternal Good. 

And here I ihew'd him a Letter, which was deliver- 
ed to me as I was upon my Way to Fulham ; defiring 
him to tell me whether it came from him ; he told me 
it did : Then I aik'd him, who ftole the 250 /. in Mo^ 
iiey, a Gold Watch, and other Goods therein mention- 
ed ; he anfwer'd. It ivas himfelf; upon which I alk'd 
him further. Who were concerned with, him in that 
Robbery ? he told me. No body. This is all that he 
faid upon this Matter. If any defire to know the Par- 
ticulars of that Letter, they may read the Copy of it 
at the Clofe of this Account. But to return to the matter 
that was the great Occafion of his Death : I again ear- 
neftly prayed him not to deny this Murder, if he had 
aftually committed it, and to confider, that though he 
had not done it with his own Hand, yet he was certainly 
guilty of it; for he owned himfelf to be then in the 
Company of him that kiil'd Mr. Barry's Gardiner. And 

therefore 
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therefore he muft repent for being concerned in fliedding 
innocent Blood; and he could not with a fafe Confer- 
ence go out of the World without difcovering the Party 
that committed this bloody Fa£l.    He gave me this 
Anfwer, That he ivould ne'ver do it.    I prayed for him, 
and lie  feem'd outwardly to join with me,   both in 
Prayer and in the Penitential  Ffalms that were fung. 
Then I asked him, whether he was not defirous that 
the worthy Minifter of the Parifh iliould come to him, 
which I queftioned not but that he would charitably do^ 
if he were fent for.    He feem'd to be very indifferent 
for  it.    I afk'd him again ; and then he faid he would 
be glsd  of his  Prayers, but he would by no  means 
have any further Quellions put to him.    Mr.  Barry, 
the Reftor of Fulham, came to him, and made him a 
moft excellent Exhortation;   {hewing him  his   great 
Concern for his Soul, which he apprehended  to be in 
great Danger.   He thereupon prefs'd him to an operi 
Confeffion, as a means by which lie might be faved. 
Several proper things he laid to his Confideration, and 
then retired.    After   tiiis,   this miferable Malefadlor, 
who flill remain'd in his Obftinacy, would not fufFerme 
to do any thing more here, but pray and fmg Pfalms ; 
which I did.    When he had his Cap put over his Face, 
he was told he fhould have what Time he pleafed for 
his private Devotions: He anfwer'd, he defired no more 
than to fay the Lord's Prayer, which he did, and added 
to it (as the Cart was drawing awav) Lord receive my 
Soul! 

There is no Room here to fay more; for I muft give 
the Copy of that Letter above-promifed, which is as 
follows. 

SIR, 
YO U may remember in May lafl njoas tivo Tears, 

your Houfe ivas broke open, and there nvas loft to the 
Value of 250 1. in Money, in Gold and Siher, andfome 
time before you loft a Woman's Gold Watch, and one other 
Wfitch, the Qut-Jide Cafe being Tortoifefhell, ftudded, and 

tivo 
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two Pair of.Stockings ; and underftanding, you "haw^leen 
many times defires of kno-iving the Perfon. This prefents 
to acquaint you that if you^ II give your fehes the Trouble of 
coming to Newgate {where I non.v am a Prifoner under 
Sentence of Death) I helie've you may be fatisfied of the 
Truth of the fame.    I am, Gentlemen, 

Sept. II, 1704. 
from Newgate. 

Jltke^ a dying Perfon, yet your 

humble Servant, 

William Dunp. 

Pleafe, if thought   requifite, to he as  quick as pojjible, 
fince on Saturday  Morning next  I Jhall make my Exit. 

W. D. 
Direfted thus. 

for to be left for either of the   Partners that keep the 
Brew-houfe at  Execution-Dock, with  care.    Thefe pre- 

fent. 

That is the Letter, which, as I faid before, was pat 
into my Hand. And I was then defired to afk William 
Dunn fonie Queftions about it, which he refolv'd as a- 
bove-mentioned, and aik'd Pardon of thofe Perfons con- 
cern'd therein, and of all others he had wrong'd. 

He was executed and hung in Chains at Fulham on 
Saturday the 13 th of September, 1707. 

The 
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^e Behaviour, Confeffion, and Dying Speech of 
. John Harman Brian, for robbing and burn- 
ing the Houfe of Peter Perliiade, Efq; 

HE obftinately deny'd his being guilty of either of 
thefe Fa£ls. And as to the Account he gave of 

his former Life, which he pretended (and by feme Cer- 
tificates appear'd) to have been virtuous. He faid, that 
he was about 24 Years of Age, born of honeft Parents, 
at Dully, 3. Village belonging to the Bayliwick of Morge, 
in the Canton of Bern in Sivkzerland; that he was 
brought up in the Protejiant Religion, and ever continu'd 
in that Profeffion : That when he remov'd out of his 
own native Place, he went to Geneva, where he liv'd 
four or five Years in the Service of an honeft Gentle- 
man, and afterwards travel'd with another into Italy: 

. That from thence he came into England, where (in the 
Space of three Years) he was at refpeftive Times, en- 
tertain'd in the Service of divers honourable and good 
Families, and laft of all in Mr. Ferfuaie'%; in which 
he continued two Months, and was then difmifs'd from 
it, for the Reafon, and in the Manner mention'd at his 
Trial, 'vi%. for his Careleflhefs in his Service, and Pe- 
remptorinefs in afking to be difcharg'd. He faid, that 
for the moll part of his Life he had been a Valet or 
Domeftick ; and that in his younger Years, having for 
about a Fortnight's time try'd to learn the Art of La- 
pidary, and not liking it very well, he lived afterwards 
with a Joyner for the Space of a Twelvemonth, or 
thereabouts; but that Trade being too hard for him, ' 
and he not ftrong enough for it, becaufe of fome bodily 
Infirmities he was afflified with, he left that alfo, and 
went to Service, in the Capacity aforefaid, and liv'd by 
that, and by buying and felling of Goods. But he 
deny'd he ever meddled with any that he could fuppofe 
might be ftol'n ; and would fain have perfuaded the 
World, that he had bought the Goods found in his Pof- 
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feffion, belonging to Mr. Perfaude, of two Perfons, one 
a Soldier, and the other a Seaman, whom he acciden-~ 
tally met with, vi%. the former in Moorfields, who fold 
him the Linnen, the Gold Watch and Gold Tweezer, 
bSc. and the latter on Tonver-HilJ, of whom he bought 
the two Piftols and Fowling-Piece, mention'd in his In- 
diftment.    All this he faid j   and being ailc'd.   Who 
thofe two Perfons were, he anfwer'd, he never faw them 
in his Life before, neither knew what became of them    j 
afterwards, nor where they might be found.    And yet   j 
he exprefs'd a great deal of Difiatisfaftion with the Pro- 
ceedings againfl him, and thought mudi to be found 
Guilty ; though he could alledge nothing that was any 
ways available to his Juihfication j he only faying, that 
which is the common Plea of thofe who can make no 
Defence, •viz: That he didluy thofe Things (prov'd to be 
ftol'n) that nuere found upon hi?ii.    And fo full he was of 
his pretended Innocence in this Matter, that (notwith- 
ftanding all that could be faid to him) inftead of coafef- 
fing his Crimes, as a Thief and Incendiary, and beg- 
ging Pardon of God and Man for them ; he could not 
forbear his unworthy Refleftions upon the Profecutor, 
Witneffes, and Juftice.    There was no Admonition, or 
Exhortation;   no Argument fetch'd from Scripture and 
Reafon, no Reprefentation of a future State, either of 
endlefs Blifs, or eternal Mifery, that could prevail with 
him, and awake him to a due Conlideration of what he 
ought to do before he left this World.    Some worthy 
Wrench Divines, who had the Charity to come and viiit 
this Malefadtor Brian in Newgate, found and left him 
in this his unaccountable Obftinacy,  and uncliaritable 
Temper, both with refpeft to his Neighbour and his 
own Soul; he not only denying his Fafts, for which lie 
was condemned, but charging them with Injuflice, who 
had brought him under  this Condemnation ;  and he 
protefled that he was innocent of the T'hing he was ac- 
cus'd of, and condem.n'd for.    A^nd in this Proteftation 
of his Innocence he perfiftcd even to the very laft.    All 
the Time he was under Condemnation, he feem'd to 
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mind nothing more, than to make his Efcape ; having 
attempted it, by unfcrewing and filing off his Irons fe- 
veral Times: And when he was told that he Ihould 
think of fomething elfe, and not fpend in vain Contri- 
vances the few and (therefore) precious Moments he had 
to live here, but fliould carefully employ them in the 
Thoughts of, and Preparation for Eternity, ^c. He 
anfwer'd. That Life nxiasfxieet, and that any other Man, 
as njoellas himfelf, ivould endea'vour tofanje it if he could. 
Upon this, I ofFer'd many things to his ferious Confide- 
ration, proper for him under his prefent Circumftances: 
But they made no vifible Impreffion upon his Heart. 

At the Place of Execution I prefs'd liim all I could to 
make an ingenuous Confeffion, to clear his Confcience, 
to give Glory to God, to fatisfy the World, and to con- 
fider, that he was now upon the very Brink of Eternity. 
Inllead of giving me that full Attention which fo great 
a Matter requir'd, he turn'd his Eyes towards fome Per- 
fons at a Windov/ in a Houfe at a little diftance, and 
fell a reflefting upon them ;  while at the fame time I 
was labouring to perfuade him, rather to look upon the 
Ruins of that Houfe juft over againft him, which he 
burnt, that fo the Sight thereof might revive in him the 
Memory of his Crimes, and raife in his Heart a jul\ Ab- 
horrence, and force him to a fmcere Acknowledgment 
of them.    At this Difcourfi he  Ihew'd himfelf very 
uneafy, and by no means would own his Guilt, though 
as plain as the Sun that was then fliining upon us.    I 
pray'd for him, and exhorted him more and more ; yet 
he remain'd obftinate.    I made him pray after me, That 
God mjould f leafs to touch his hardened Heart, and melt 
and faften it  into Contrition, Confejjton  and true Repen- 
tance.    I defired him to rehearfe the  Apoftles Creed, 
and fing with me fome penitential Pfalms, which he did. 
And all this (except a fiiort Englifo Prayer which I made 
for him, and defired thofe about me to join with me in) 
was perform'd in French, being the Language which (it 
feems)  he  undcrllood beft.    Here I recommended him 
to God for his Grace to convert his Heart and fave his 
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Soul: And exhorted him over and over again. Not to go 
out of this WorldiMtth a Lie in his Mouth,hut iay all things 
open, and he reconciled to God through Jefus Chriji. He 

/aid{but I believ'd untrulj) thathefanufome Perfons there 
laughing at his Calamity. Having fpent much Time, 
and ufed all the Endeavours I could, to turn him the 
right way, I left him, with my laft Advice to him to 
take Care how he dy'd in his Sins, by his Stubbornnefs 
and obftinate Denial of what he was fo juitly, and fo 
plain an Evidence, condemn'd for. Then I withdrew 
from him, and (after feme fmall time allow'd him for 
his private Devotions) he was turn'd off, without con- 
feffing any thing. So that I am afraid, he is gone with 
the Guilt of his unconfefs'd Crimes into his everlafting 
State in the other World. Let other Sinners take Warn- 
ing by him, and avoid fuch a difmal End. 

He was executed in St. James"^-Street, near St.yatne's 
Houfe, Wejiminfier, and hang'd in Chains at Alton 
Gra'vei-pits beyond Tyburn, on Friday the 24th of O^o- 
ber, 1707. 

The Behaviour, Confeffion, and Dying-Words, 
of John Morgridge, condemned for the 
Murder of Mr. William Cope. 

THERE being a great Diftance between the Com- 
miflion of that Faft, and the Execution of the 

Sentence pafs'd upon this Malefaftor for it, I fball here 
refrefh the Reader's Memory about it. 

" Mr. Cope having got a Lieutenant's Commiffioft,- 
" invited fome Captains and other Gentlemen to dine 
" with him, at the Dolphin-Tzvenx in Tovjer-Street, on 
" the 17th Day of June, 1706. One of thofe Gentle- 
" men that were invited, did take Mr. Morgridge with 
" him thither, affuring him, that he Ihould be as 
" welcome to the Lieutenant as any of the Company. 
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" upon that he went; and after Dinner was over and 
" paid for by Mr. Cc^e, they all ftaid a while and had 
" more Wine, and each Man paid Half a Crown for his 
" Club, and then they arofe and moftof them went away j 
" but Mr. Morgridge, with fome of the Company, be- 
" ing invited by Mr. Cope, to the Corps-de-Garde, they 
" went along with him, who call'd for Wine as foon as 
" they were come in. Two Bottles were accordingly 
" brought in, and as they were drinking, a Coach came 
" to the Guard-room Door with a Woman in it, of no 
" modeft Behaviour, who ask'd for Captain Cope. This 
" Captain as flie call'd him, prefently came to the 
" Coach, with Mr. Morgridge, and brought her into 
" the Guard-room ; where having been a little while, 
" Ihe cry'd, Who Jhall pay for my Coach? Upon this Mr. 
" Morgridge {-xiA, Invill; and fo difcharg'd the Coach. 
" Then he offered to falute her ; but flie fcornfully re- 
" jefted him, and gave him ill Words ; to which he 
" made returns of the like Kind. The Lieutenant 
" took the Woman's Part, and the Quarrel encreas'd, 
" and came up to a very high ferment; they (/. e. 
" Lieutenant Cope, and Mr. Morgridge) being very 
" much in Drink, and therefore in a raging Paffion, 
" and not in a Condition to confider, that they were 
" contending about a lewd Woman, they took up the 
" Bottles which were upon the Table, and threw them 
" at each other's Head ; and in that Heat, Mr. Mor- 
" gridge drew his Sword, and gave the Lieutenant a 
" Thruft, of which he dy'd immediately. 

LTpon which he was try'd at the SelTions held at yuf 
tice-HaU'm the Old-Baily, in the 3d, 4th, and ;th Days 
Of July, 1706, and a Special Verdid: about the Matter 
was brought in by the Jury. Some Time after this, the 
Judges fit upon it, at the S>ueen'i-Bench-Bar, and found 
him guilty of wilful Murder. But in the mean Time, 
he making his Efcape out of the Marjhalfea, where he 
was then a Prifoner, Sentence could not be pafs'd upon 
him 'till he was taken again. When he was fo, he r»- 
ceiv'd his Sentence; to which he feem'd willingly to fub- 
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mit, owning the Jufticeof it, though he declar'd he liad 
no premeditated Malice againft that Gentleman whom he 
fo unfortunately kill'd. He faid, he heartily repented of 
it, and pray'd, that God would waih away the Stain, 
and deliver him from the Guilt of that Blood which he 
had fo flied. He own'd that he had been a very great 
Sinner, but was forry that he had any ways offended 
GOD and Man, and begg'd Pardon of both. And he 
further faid,^ that he hoped God would fliew him Mercy 
in another "W orld, becaufe he was always grieving for 
his Sins, and particularly for this, ever fmce he had made 
his Efcape ; and though he had no Appreheniion of be- 
ing brought to condemnation here for it, it was con- 
tinually ' before him, and the remembrance of it, was 
grievious to him.: He made ftrong Refolutions to live 
otherwife, and was always praying to God to pardon him, 
and to keep him for the future. He acknowledg'd the 
Juftice of God that had overtaken him, and would not 
iuiFer him to live long unpunifh'd for this heinous Crime: 
He declar'd his being in Charity with all the World, 
even with thofe who had brought him to this his Puniih- 
ment, and pray'd for the Converfion of all wicked 
Perfons, defiring that they would take warning by his 
Fall. He told me he was above 40 Years of Age, born 
at Cantetbury, of good Parents, and brought up in the 
Church of England; that both his Father and Anceftors 
had had the Honour to ferve the Crown for above zoo 
Years paft,and that himfelf was for a confiderable Time, 
Kettle-drummer to the firft Troop of Guards, and was 
going into a Commiflion when this melancholy Accident 
happen'd. I think that Strumpet, who was the unhappy 
Occafion of it, has a great deal to anfwer for before God, 
however fecure fhe may fancy herfelf from humane 
Laws, 
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the Behaviour of William Gregg, (executed 
with Morgridge) for holding Correfpondence 
with Her Majejty's Enemies. 

HE readily acknowledg'd his Crime, and exprefs'd 
great Sorrow for it. He was a Man of Parts, 

born at Montrojs, and brought up at the Univerfity of 
Aberdeen, in that Part of Great - Britain, call'd Scot- 
land, and had for fome Years paft been employed in 
publick Affairs. He confefs'd, that he had formerly 
indulg'd himfelf in lewdnefs and filthy Pleafures, and 
that the Expence attending thofe finful Ways, had 
brought him to Poverty, and Poverty had brought him. 
tothefe treafonable Praftices. When, on luefday t\^z 
20th of April, the Death-Warrant was brought to him, 
and he had read it in my Prefence, I fpoke to him to 
this Effedl : Mr. Gregg, I fuppofe this does not furprize 
you ; far, I hope, you have long before noia, been preparing 
yourjelf for Death, and are readf to leave this World at 
any Warning. To this he reply'd, This is vjhat I have 
a long lime expelled. This is luhat I am continually 
nvaiting and preparing for. I have already recelv' d too 
much Mercy, both from God and the Queen,' in having ft 
long Time allotted tne for this Preparation. I humbly fubmitt 
and ref.gn my/elf to the Divine Providence, and the Lord 
fit me for his Mercy, He outwardly appear'd to be in a 
good Frame. He begg'd Pardon of God and the Queen, 
and of all he had offended; and all along behav'd him- 
felf as one that was truly fenfible of, and forry for hisj 
Faults; fo that if he was not a true Penitent, he was 
certainly one of thegreateft Hypocrites in the World. 

On Wednefday the 28 th of April, they were demand- 
ed by the Sheriffs, and carried from Neivgate, Mr. 1 
Morgridge in a Coach with me, and Mr. Gres;g on a 
Sledge to Tyburn, where I attended them for the laffi 
Time. I exhorted them to ftir up their Hearts more and 
more to God; I pray'd and fung fome penitential Pfalms 
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with them, and made them rehearfe the Apoftk's Creed. 
I ask'd them, whether they had any Thing more to fay 
before they left the World : To which they anfwer'd. 
No. 

They both defired the Speftators to pray for them ; 
and Mr. Gregg pray'd. That God would blefs the Queen, 
jTrom whom he had receiv'd fo much Mercy, in fparing 
him fo long. And Mr. Morgridge did likewife pray for 
Her Majefty with an audible Voice. They declar'd they 
died in Charity with all Mankind. After I had recom- 
mended their Souls to God in my laft Prayer with them, 
they were left to their own private Devotions; for which. 
Time was allowed them. Then the Cart drew away 
while they were calling upon God to receive their Souls. 

^he Account which William Gregg delivered 
to the Sherriffs of London and Middlefex, 
at the Place of Execution. 

THE Crime I am now juftly to fufFer for, having 
made a great Noife in the World, a Paper of a 

more than ordinary Length will be expefted from the 
Criminal j who therefore takes this laft Opportunity to 
profefs his utter Abhorrence, and fincere Repentance of 
all his Sins againft God, and the heinous Cri^Ile commit- 
ted againft the Queen, whofe Forgivenefs I moft humbly 
implore ; as I ftiall heartily pray for her Majefty's long 
Life and happy Reign over her united People, and fuc- 
cefs againft her Enemies, with my parting Breath. 

This being all the Satisfaftion I can poffibly make her 
jnjur'd Majetty : I declare in the next Place, the Repara- 
tion I would make, were it in my Power, to thoie of 
her Majefty's Subjedls, I have wrong'd in any kind ; and 
particularly the Right Honourable Robert Harley, Efq; 
whofe Pardon I heartily beg, for bafely betraying my 
Truft; which Declaration, tho' of itfelf, fufficient to clear 
the faid Gentleman j yet for the Sake of thofe, whom 
it was my Misfortvme not to be able to fatisiie in my 
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Life Time, I do facredly proteft, that as I ftiall anfwer 
it before the Judgment Seat of Chrift, the Gentleman 
aforefaid, was not privy to my writing to France, direftly 
or indireftly ; neither I, his unworthy Clerk, any ways' 
acceflkry to the Mifcarriage before Ihouhn, nor the 
Lodes by Sea; all which hapjxined before the Firft of 
my Letters, which was wiit the 24th oi 03ober, 1707. . 

As for my Creditors, as I am in no Condition to 
fatisfie them, fo I earneftly beg they would forgive me ; 
and I pray to God to make up their Loffes to them 
Seven-fold. 

For ray own Part, I do freely forgive all Men, and 
die in perfeft Charity with them ; not without humble 
Hopes of finding Forgivenefs, through the Merits of 
Jefus Chrift with God; who in Mercy touched my 
Confcience fo powerfully from the Beginning, as to pre- 
vent my proilituting the fame to lave my Life; for 
which Inftance of his Love, to be preferr'd before Life 
itfelf, I blefs and magnifie his Holy Name, with un- 
fpeakable Joy and Comfort, at my Death ; nothing 
near fo ignominious as would have been fuch a Life; 

After this Confeffion, the Duty of a Dying-Man leads 
me to profefs the Religion in which I was brought up, 
and do now die, which is the Proteflant : The Scandal 
given whereunto by my enormous Praftices, can't be 
better taken away, than by my publifhing to the World, 
my hearty Sorrow for thofe fenfual Pleafures which have 
proved my Bane. Wherefore let all that fhall read this 
poor Account, take Warning by me to Ihun the like 
youthful Lulls ; to which, whoever gives up himfelf, 
can't tell how far they may, when indulged, carry him ; 
even to the committing fuch Crimes as he thought him- 
felf incapable of, fome Time a day: Of which fad 
Truth, I, to my woeful Experience, am a melancJioIy 
Inftance : But at the fame Time, I appeal to the great 
God, before whom I am now going to appear. That not- 
withftanding all the Pains taken to make me out an old 
Offender, by faftening on me the Crime of counterfeiting 
the Coin ; this is the firft Fault that ever I ventured up- 
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en, which was not out of any Zeal for the Pretender, 
whom I not only difown at my Death, but folemnly de- 
clare, that in all my Life, I never thought he had any 
Right to thefe Realms, how foolilhly fo ever I may have 
Tcndred myfelf obnoxious in this Particular: But the 
only Motive of my mad Undertaking was Money ; of 
which T never received any, on Accoimt of the Ship-eaft, 
tlough I have met with the more juft Reward of luch 
fecret Services, intended by 

W. Gregg. 
They were executed at Tyburn on Wednefday the 28 th 

of April, 1708. 

"The Behaviour^ and Laft-Speech of Deborah 
Churchill, condemn"d for afffting in the 
Murder committed in Drury-Lane, on the 
Body of one Martin Were. 

SHE deny'd her being concern'd in that barbarous 
Faft, or having fet any Perfon upon it, as it was 
alledg'd ; but flie confefs'd indeed, that fhe then 

was with one Richard Hunt, and that he was an Ac- 
quaintance of hers, and had kept Company with her 
for feven Years together, in a lafcivious and adulterous 
Way ; during which Time Ihe had obferv'd him to be 
a very paffionate and dangerous Man, and was herfelf 
fometimes afraid of her Life, when he was in a Paffion; 
and that when they went abroad together, he was always 
very quarrelfome, and ready to draw upon any body that 
he fancied did affront him ; but upon fuch Occafions, flie 
always endeavour'd to prevent, and often reflrain'd him 
from doing Mifchief And though flie was fenfible that 
at fome Time or other he might in his Rage do mif- 
chief either to herfelf, whom he frequently threatened, 
or fome others when he was in her Company, and fo 
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the might (as it has prov'd) lie invoiv'd in his Crime, 
and the difmal Confequences thereof j yet Ihe was fo be- 
witch'd, that flie could not leave off his Company. 
Now fhe was very much concerned and afflidted, and 
cried bitterly for her pait Follies, and abufe of the good 
Education which her Parents and Friends (Perfons of 
great Worth) had given her, v/ho had carefully brought 
her up. She fadly reflei^ted upon her pail Life, and con- 
fider'd how great and heinious Offender fte had been, 
and lamented and bewail'd her fmful and miferable Con- 
dition ; and faid, fhe heartily repented of all the Guilt 
fhe had contraftedto herfelf by her foul Sins, and of the 
Difhonour which fhe fear'd fhe had thereby ijrought upon 
her Family, and particularly her poor Children, \Vho 
were likely to fuffer for her Faults, fhe having had two 
by her firll Husband, whofe Name (he commonly went 
by, but feldom by her Second's, who about two or three 
Years ago (ihe could not well remember the Time) was 
married to her in the Fleet'-Prifon, upon an Agree- 
ment firft made between them both, that they 
fliould not live together, nor have any Thing to do with 
each other ; which Agreement was ftriftly perform'd ; 
and fo flie continued freely to keep Company with Hunt, 
as ihe had begun to do in her former Hufbond's Time, 
who being a very unkind and bad Hulhand to her, had 
thereby given Occafion to her going aftray in this Manner. 
She faid (lie was about 31 Years of Age, born within fix 
Miles of Noriuich, of good Parents (as mentioned before) 
but began very early to be loofe and ungovernable, and 
fo by degrees arrived to that Pitch of Wickednefs which 
brought her to ruin. 

She was try'd and condemn'd in February, fmce which 
Time flie remained a Prifoner in Newgate, and her Exe- 
cution was refpited till December, by virtue of a Reprieve 
given her upon Account of her being thought to be 
with Child. But now flie own'd flie was not, but was 
willing to ufe any means to fave her Life, or at leaft 
put off her Death for a Time. Upon this, I told her, 
that flie had done very ill to induce thofe Women, who 
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declared her to be with Child, to do (perhaps out of their 
niifplaced Pity) fuch a wicked Thing, as to take a falfe 
Osth for her : To which ihe anfwered. That they only 
ftxcre her being luith Child to the beji of their Knonvledge 
and f udi^mcnt ; andfo they might fi^:ear true in f'uearing 
that, though Jhe njvas not nuith Child ; for no body, 7to not 
herfelf, could certainly kno-iv at that Time, ^whether Jhe 
•was really fo or no. When fhe again reflefted on her palt 
fmfil Life, and approaching fliameful Death, fhe freely 
^ckncwledged, that though Ihe did not look upon herfelf 
to be guilty of Blood-lhedding, yet flie could not plead 
Inr.cccnce, but was a great Criminal before God, whofe 
Pity and Compaffion ftie implored. 

Here flie wept moft bitterly, and fhew'd great Signs of 
Rcf entance ; faying, that fhe hop'd God would be mer- 
ciful to her, becaufe fhe had ever fince her Condemnation, 
cndeavour'd to wean herfelf from the World in the ab- 
horrence of her Sins, and preparing for a better Life. 
She wiili'd all dilTolute Perfons would take Warning by 
her, and give up themfelves no more to the foul Sin of 
Uncleannefs. 

When the Day of her Death was come, fhe was de- 
liver'd out of Neivgate, and carried in a Coach with me 
to the Place of Execution, where I attended her for the 
laft Time, and (according to my ufual Manner) pray'd 
and fung fome penitential Pfalms with her, and made her 
rehearfe the Apoftles Creed. And after I had been a 
pretty while with her, I took my leave of her ; earnefl- 
ly recommending her to the Divine Mercy, and wifhing 
her a happy Paflage out of this miferable World, and an 
endlefs Felicity in the next. Then fhe fpoke to the 
Speftators to this EfFeft. / dejire all Perfons, effecially 
young Women, to take ••warning by me, and take Care hoiu 
they li've \ for my n.t;icked Life has brought me to thisjhame - 
ful Death. I had a good Education, and nvas 'vjell brought 
up by my Parents ; but I luould not folkiu their good Ad- 
•vice and Inftrudians. 1 kept Cmnpany ivith a young Man, 
ivho committed the Murder for nvhich lam here to fuffer. 
1 did not prompt him to it, nor nvas near him 'when he did 
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it. But it-11001 my Misfortune to be concern'dwith him, 
and God isjuft in bringing me to this Condemnation, for I 
ha-ve been a great Sinner, and 'very mjicked. Idefire thofe 
of my Acquaintance, that lead fuch a Life as I ha'ue foi - 
merly lead (and I fee feme of them here) I defire them, I 
beg of them, that they vjould take ivarning by my Doiun- 
fall, and amend their mjicked Li-ves, left they bring them- 
felves to fuch an untimely End, and he undone for ever. 

She defired the Standers-by to pray for her; and turn- 
ing to one (he calPd Kurfe, fhe earneftly begg'd of lier 
to take Care of her poor Children,, for whom flic feem''d 
very much concerned. 

After tliis, fhe fpent feme Time in Prayer, and when 
(he had done fpeaking, the Cart drew away, and fo f!;e 
was turn'd o(F; (he all the while calling upon God for 
Mercy, in thefe and the like Ejaculations : Lord ha-ve 
Mercy upon me f Lord, recei-ve me ! Make hafie unto me, 
O Lord !  Lord, fa've me ! &C. 

She was executed at Tyburn on Friday the 17 th of 
December,  1708. 

ne Behaviour., Cotifeffion, and Iqjl Speech of 
Thomas Sollars, condemned for three Roh^ 
beries committed by him and two other Per- 
fons on the keen's Highway. 

[E readily confefs'd that he was guilty of all thofe 
Robberies, but withal faid, I'hat a certain Per- 

fon (who fhall here be mention'd under J. P.) had in- 
duced them to the Commiffion of them ; and that the 
faid y. P. was the IVIan who had drawn him before into 
a Bufmefs that was like to have coft him his Life, wix,. 
that Burglary for which he took a Trial and receiv'd 
Sentence of Death in the Old-Bailey, on the 16th Day 
Qi October, 1708.) and had fmce (and that very lately 
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too) obtain'd his Pardon for : And yet, notwithltanding 
the Mercy he had thus received, he was foon tempted 
to tranfgrefs again, even by him who had been the un- 
happy Occafion of his former Troubles, and had then 
brought him to Ruin and to his Death, had not Mercy 
interven'd. He freely forgave all the World (that was 
his Expreffion) and him particularly who had led him a- 
way, and was the Caufe of this his unhappy Death, 
wiihing that wicked Man might reform, and prevent 
the like ftiamefuland untimely End. 

Upon my asking him. What fort of Life he had for- 
merly led ? He told me, That in his younger Years his 
lather, who had a little Farm, kept him to Hulbandry ; 
but he not liking that Labour, came up to London, to 
live with an Uncle of his (a Fencing-Mafter) who dying 
after he had been about three quarters of a Year with 
him, went to live with his own Brother, a Farrier, and 
would have been of his Occupation ; but his Brother 
would not take him for his Apprentice, as not thinking 
It fit that they both Ihould be of the fame Trade ; and 
fo advis'd him to chofe another, which he did ; and 
bound himfelf to a Carpenter, an Inhabitant of the Pa- 
lifti of St. Andrew Holbourn, and  ferved five Years of 
his Time with him.    But an Aunt of his, who was 
alfo his Godmother, happening then to die, and leaving 
him one hundred Pounds, he prefently bought off the 
•two remaining Years which he IhoQld have Terved, and 
•work'd Journey-work for fome time.    And then it was 
that J. P. ci Carpenter alfo, being employ'd by his 
Matter, became acquainted with him, and knowing he 
had Money, borrow'd fome of him ; and as he was one 
Day afking him  for it, die faid J. P. appointed to 
meet him one Morning early by the Conduit in  Cheap- 
fide : To v/hich Place he  then went accordingly, and 
there the faid y. P. inilead of Money, gave him, fome 
few good Words, and made him  fair  Promifes to pay 
him very fuddenly 5 and in the  mean time defir'd him 
to carry a Bundle of fome things, (he knew not what) 
to his Lodgings, at the Three Mariners at Mile-End: 

Which 



[ 83 J 
Which he willingly undertook to perform, though he 
then fuppos'd they were ftol'n Goods, as they prov'd 
afterwards, when he was feiz'd with them, and (as is 
faid before) took a Trial for them, in which he was call 
for his Life, while the other fi'/a. J. P.) made his 
Efcape beyond Sea, and was not heard of, fill he [Sollars) 
had been repriev'd a good while, and was within a few 
Weeks of coming out of Goal, by Virtue of the Pardon 
he then expefted ; at which time J.P. firft fent Edward 
Juke to him in Neivgate, to know how it fared with 
him, and then came himfelf to vifit him there. And 
when he had pleaded his Pardon, and had obtain'd liis 
Liberty, the faid J. P. followed him clofe every where, 
and would be always with him, and particularly that 
Night the fore-mention'd Robberies were committed, he 
came to his Company, and brought the faid Juice with 
him, who (he faid) was his Brother-Soldier; but Sollan 
knew him no otlierwife than by his having formerly 
come to NeiMgate, to vifit him there, from J. P. This 
is the Subilance of a long confufed Account he gave me 
of this J. P. deluding him both firft and laft, and cheat- 
ing him not only of his Money (for he never paid him 
all) but of his Life too. And this further Account he 
gave me with relation to himfelf, That he was about 
25 Years of Age, born of very honeft Parents, at Hamp- 
ton in Hereford/hire ; where he was, by their Care, 
brought up in a virtuous and religious way ; but his un- 
happy Biafs and Inclination to Vice made him neglett the 
Praftice of the good Things that were taught him, and 
follow that wicked Courie which brought G O D's- 
Judgments upon him. 

Tb( 



IHl 

"The Confejfion and Behaviour of Richard Juice, 
(executed with Sollars) for the three above- 
mentioned Robberies. 

~m m 

' E acknowledg'd his Guilt for having been con- 
fenting thereto, and affifting the others therein ; 

but he faid, they were not three, but two Robberies j 
the one committed in Lambs-conduit-Jields, upon a Ser- 
vant of the Lord Chief Juftice Holt's, and the other 
prefently after that, upon two Gentlemen in a Coach, 
coming from Marylone; and he thought that his having 
had three Trials, as for three diilinft Fafts, made him 
appear fo much the greater Offender. But I fatisfy'd 
him in that, and made him fenfible, that there was no 
Reafon for this his Nicety in making fuch a Diftindlion 
or Difference between robbing two Perfons fmgly, or 
when in company together. The Perfon that induc'd 
liim to commit thofe Robberies, was the fame mention'd 
in the foregoing Confeffion under J. F. who was a Sol- 
dier with him in the Firft Regiment of the Queen's 
Foot Guards, and had brought him into the Company of 
Thomas Sollars, the Night when thofe Robberies were 
crmmitted ; in which, he faid, Sollars was moft adtive ; 
for lie firft fet on him they robb'd in Lamhs-conduit- 
folds ; and after this, as they were walking on all toge- 
ther towards Marybone, he fuddenly fnatch'd his the faid 
Juice's Sword from his Side, and with it affeulted the 
tvv'o Gentlemen in the Coach, whom they robb'd there, 
y. p. and himfelf joining in t'nofe Fafts : But he faid, 
he was furpriz'd r.nd hurried into them ; for he neither 
knew nor intended any fuch thing when he iirli fet out 
with y. P. and Sollars. 

He further faid, That he was about 23 Years of Age, 
born of poor, but honeft Parents, at a Place cail'd 
Marcb in the Ifle of Ely, and liv'd for the moft part at 
Ihcrney, not far off Ely, where he foUow'd Hufbandry, 
till he took a Fancy .to come up to London, in hopes of 

finding 
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finding foffle Employment there, that might be better 
for him than Country-Labour: But being difappointed 
in his Hopes, and wanting Money, he went to the 
finver and lifted himfelf a Soldier in Brigadier Tottm% 
Company, under Col. Bull, in the Firft Regiment of 
Foot-Guards, in which he ferv'd about fix Months, and 
was aftually in the Service when taken. He confefs'd 
he had liv'd in great Negleft of God's Service, and been 
a profane Swearer ; for which, and all other Sins, he 
afked God's Pardon, and faid that his Companions were 
the chief Afters therein, and he did not fo much as 
know what they took, but only had fix Guineas of them 
for his Share in the Booty, which was what they thought 
fit to give him, for his ftanding by tlieffl in thofe Fafts. 

Now this Day being come, on which they were to 
fuffer according to their Deferts, and the Sentence pafs'd 
upon them, they were carried in a Cart to the Place of 
Execution, where I attended them for the laft time ;• 
and having perform'd my Minifterial Funftion to them, 
as I us'd to do on fuch melancholy Occafions, Sollars 
deliver'd to me a Paper, whicii he faid contain'd no-' 
thing but Truth, defiring me to impart it to the Pulick : 
Then I withdrew from them. They made a fhort 
Speech to the Speftators, w'nich was to this Effeft, 'viz. 
That they ivould take Warning by them, and keep them- 
fehes from all ill Company : That they tvould/erve GOD, 
and keep the Sabbath-Day : And, That they tvould noiv 
pray fir their departing Souls. They declared. That thef 
died in Charity 'with all Men. And Sollars faid for 
himfelf, That he ivas not guilty of many ill things he <waf 
fufpeSed of; but for the Crimes for 'vMch he died, he 
otvn'd ivith Sorro-iv he had committed them. And then 
added. That no Man e'ver more 'vnllingly and heartily died 
than he did;  hoping Godivould hai'e Mercy Upon him. 

When they had done fpeaking to the People, they 
apply'd themielves to their private Devotions, for which 
they had fome Time allow'd them : Afterwards the 
Cart drew away, and they were turn'd off; all the while 

calling 
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calling upon God (for Chrill's Sake) to take Pity of 
them, and have Mercy upon their Souls. 

Copy of a Paper deliver''d w^^y Thomas Sollars 
at the "Tree. 

I Do declare. That the Nine Pounds that ivas by me left 
in Captain Giles Hands, in the Prefence ff/" Jane Hill, 
'was only for a Security for my Appearance to March 

•with the Captain nvhen he ivas ready to go, and then the 
Money ivas to he returned to me again: And, That I do 
not knvw that any other Per/on paid the Captain any Mo- 
ney. This is Truth, as I am a dying Man. Witnejs my 
Hand this third Day o/"Auguft,  1709. 

Thomas SoUars. 

He was executed at Tyhiirn on Wednefday the 3d Day 
of Augiift, 1709. 

The Confejfion and Behaviour of Grace Tripp, 
for Murder and Robbery. 

SH E was very fparing in the opening of her Heart 
to me in the Matter flie was found guilty of, and 

condemn'd for. I prefs'd her very much to be free, 
true, and fincere. And fo did likewife other Divines, 
and feveral other ferious Chriftians, (among whom there 
were fome of her Friends and Acquaintance) that came 
to fee her. But fhe would not be perfuaded by any one 
to make a full ConfeiTion. Sometimes indeed fne own'd. 
That flie was prefent when (on the 26th of February 
laft, at Night) James Peters, who was her Sweetheart, 
and by her let into the Houfe that Night, committed 
that barbarous Murder upon Mrs. Elizabeth Blundel, 
Houfe-keeper in the Earl of Torrington'i Family,   in 

which 
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which herfelf was alfo a Servant; and, that this yames 
Peters would have had her held the Candle to him, 
while he did the Faft;   but, inftead of helping him 
therein, Ihe took the Candle, and threw it upon the 
ground, and went towards the Window of the Room 
(where that bloody Aftion was done) with an intent to 
cry  out Murder ; but fhe durft not, for fear of being 
alfo murder'd herfelf.    At other Times (he was quite in 
another Tale; for  fhe would pofitively deny her being 
then in that Room ; but faid, Ihe was in the Kitchen 
below Stairs when this happen'd ; and. That fhe knew 
nothing of the Murder, till James Peters told her of it, 
which was after they had pack'd up my Lord's Plate, 
and carry'd it away: In which  Robbery fiie acknow- 
ledg'd  fhe was concern'd, both with another Woman,, 
and the faid Peters, who was that Woman's Acquain- 
tance, as well as her own.    She faid, that Woman had 
given her fo much Wine and ftrong Drink that Night, 
that fhe was very much fuddled, fo that flie did not 
know what fhe then did.    Yet fhe now pretended, that 
fhe could very well remember.  That after they had 
carry'd away the Goods thus itoPn by them there, Pe- 

. ters charg'd her (if fhe was taken) not to difcover that 
the faid Woman knew any thing of the Murder, but 
take it upon herfelf; faying, that fhe was the only Per- 
fon prefent at it, and alSfting him in it.    Which fhe 
told me was the Reafon of her owning (as fhe did feve- 
ral times) that fhe v/as aiding and affifting in that Mur- 
der.    But now fhe deny'd it.    Wherein I found fhe 
greatly prevaricated, and fpoke contrary to Truth. 

This is the Subftance of what flie then declared con- 
cerning thefe two heinous Fafts, TO'Z. The Murder of 
her Lord's Houfe-keeper, and the Robbery of his Lord- 
ihip's Plate ; for bath which fhe was condemned to this 
fad and untimely Death, in the very Bloom of her Age ; 
flie telling me, fhe was not yet 19 Years old. To all 
this fhe added. That fhe was born of honeft Parents at 
Barton in Lincoln/hire : That they had given her a good 
Education, but fhe could not fay Ihe had lived up to it. 

That 
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That above two Years fince Ihe came up to London, arf 
had (during that time) been in Service in four or five 
Families in the faid City, and in that of Weftminfier,- 
and had not, till this time, wrong'd none of her Mailers 
or MiftreiTes, but her late Miftrefs, with whom ihe 
lived before ihe came to the Earl of Torrington'^ Family, 
in which flie had been but three Days wlien thofe no- 
torious Fafts of Murder and Robbery were committed 
there : And that the Wrong ihe had done to that Mif- 
trefs it was not great, fhe having ftol'n from her only an 
old Shift, an Handkerchief,, fome pieces of Holland, 
and a pair of old Sleeves. Here fhe confefs'd alfo (tho' 
with much Difikulty and Reluftance) that fhe liad ftol'n 
feveral Pieces of Gold, about thirty-one Guineas, one 
Half-Guinea, a Double Guinea-piece, and a broad Piece 
or two of Gold, which were in a green Silk Purfe in 
Mr. Bourn's Clofet, who was her Mafter. She had 
been afk'd feveral Qoeftions, and fhe told as many fc*- 
mal Lies about this Matter; but at laft fhe confefs'd it. 
I endeavour'd to make her fenfible of her wretched and 
deprav'd Nature, which hadcarry'd her up to that high 
Degree of Wickednefs, as to dwell fo long in her ob- 
ftinate Denial of a Fadl which her very Confcience (if 
Ihe had any) could not but reproach her continually with 
the Commiffion of. 

But further flie confefs'd. That fhe had been highly 
guilty of that which is the Devil's Sin, and that is Pride, 
which had led her into that of Co'vetou/ne/s, another 
odious Sin, that often proves (as it did in this Cafe) the 
Parent of Theft and Murder, and is likewife many times 
attended with feveral other Crimes. Peters had fed 
her up with Fancies, that when they had got a good 
Booty, he v/ould make her live very high, and would 
keep her li'ie a Lady. At laft fhe was fo far wrought 
upon as to be brought to confefs. That fhe flood in the 
PafTage near Mrs. BlundePs Chamber, when Peters mur- 
der'd .her. But when fhe was thereupon afk'd thefe 
Queftions feverally, 'viz. i ft, Whether Jhs did not fee 
him give the Blo-T'j or Bhvjs'i zdly. Whether fie did not 
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hear any Birws gi'ven, or any Noife made in the Room ? 
jdlyj Whether indeed Jhe did not penv Peters the ivay to 
that Room ? 4thly, Whether Jhe did not go in her Jelf 
ivith him? 5thly, Whether Jhe held not the Candle t» 
him ivhile he njjas committing, or going about to commit that 
moji barbarom FaQ ? 6thly, Whether Jhe had not gi'ven 
him the Wooden Pejile ivith which he did it ? And laftly, 
Whether Jhe did not help him to Jearch that poor murder" d 
Gentkivoman^s Pockets, and rob her, as (by her o-ivn Con- 

fejjion) Jhe had affijled him in the robbing the Houje, and 
carrying the Goods anvay ? 

AH thefe Queftions being put to her, and flie being 
clofely prefs'd to give her pofitive Anfwers thereto, ei- 
ther Yea, or No ; (he then would fay nothing at all. 

At the Place of her Execution, to which fhe was this 
Day carry'd from Newgate in a Cart, I attended her for 
the laft Time. I exhorted her again and again to con- 
fider well whither fhe was a going, and to fee that fhe 
did not carry the Guilt of any Sin unrepented of inta 
the other World, which would make her miferable, and 
bum in Hell-fire for ever. 1 prefs'd her therefore to- 
clear her Confcience, and make a more free and open 
ConfefTion than fhe had yet done, of the Murder fhe was 
now to die for. To which fhe reply'd. That Jhe nuas 
not prejent at it, nor conjenting to it. 

After fome proper Exhortations, I pray'd, and fung 
feme penitential Pfalms with her, making her rehearfe 
the Apoflle^s Creed. I pray'd again, and defired in her 
Behalf (which fhe herfelf afterwards alfo defir'd) the 
Prayers of the Standcrs-by. Then T committed her to- 
God, and fo withdrew. When I was retired, fhe had 
fome farther Time allow'd her for her private Devotions.. 
And while ftie was calling upon God for Mercy the 
Cart drew away, and fhe was turned off. 

She was executed at Tyburn on. Friday the lythof 
March, 1709-10. 

Thf 
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The Behaviour, Confeffion, and Laft Speech of 
Andrew Baynes,  condemn''d for ajfaidtmg 
and rohhing Mr. John  Storer, upon the 
^een's Highway. 

HE readily own'd the Faft, and the Juftice of his 
Sentence, and alfo acknowledg'd. That he had 

deferved Death long before. He faid, that he was a- 
boutz; Years of Age, born at Old Savford-ntzx Saffron 
Waldren in Effex : That he had been Apprentice to one 
Vintner in London, and a Drawer to another : That af- 
terwards he had ferved fome Merchants in the Capacity 
of a Butler: That he had kept two Piiblick Houfea, vix. 
one that was a Viftualling-Houfe in Thames-Jireet, and 
another, the Sign of the Bear and Ragged-Staff, (a Ta- 
vern and Inn) at Lambeth : And, that he was at that 
time endeavouring to get his Livelihood in an honeft 
way ; but meeting with fome Difappointments in his 
Affairs, and falling into bad Company, he was drawn 
away and allured to the CommilTion of feveral Thefts, 
which at firft he could not have thought he Ihould ever 
have been guilty of. 

I putting him in mind of his having once received 
Sentence of Death, 'vi%. on the lothof March 1708-g, 
for breaking open the Houfe of Mrs. Elhjzbeth Copley 
at Stepney, and taking thence two Gold Cha'ns and other 
Goods, to the Value of above 30 /. on the ;th of "Ja- 
nuary before; he at firft deny'd, but at laft Cviifefs'd, he 
was guilty of it; and that he was the only Perfon (be- 
fides the Receiver of thofe ftol'n Goods) concern'd in 
that Fad. Then I mention'd to him another of a 
later Date, and that was the great Robbery committed 
by him and others in OSober 1709, in the Houfe of 
the Right Honourable the Earl of Weftmoreland, for 
which he had alfo received Sentence of Death the 14th 
of January following, and one of his Accomplices 
therein had Juftice done him for it about that time, viz. 

the 
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the 15th of December 1709. Here he readily acknow 
ledg'd his Guilt, and likewife the Juftice of that his 
Sentence ; which was not executed upon him, by reafon 
of his obtaining then a gracious Reprieve, and fome 
time after a Pardon; and that was upon Condition, That 
he Jhould within fix Months from that time tranfport him- 
Jelf into fome Farts beyond the Seas : Which as he did 
not, but remaining all the while in England, fo he was 
prefs'd into the Queen's Service, and carry'd to Gaunt 
in Flanders ; from whence he deferted, and return'd hi- 
ther, and to his vicious and wicked Praftices; having, 
fmce that time of his Return, committed the Faft for 
which he was now to die, and about eight others, which 
he caird fmall Robberies ; tho' one of them was of no 
lefs than thirty-two Guineas, which he, and two fuch 
other Perfons with him (who cheated him of his Share) 
took from a Gentleman that was then upon going be- 
yond the Seas, whom they met and aflaulted near Hol- 
lo--way, about 15 or 16 Weeks ago, the Gentleman be- 
ing on Horfeback, and they three on Foot. 

He faid, he had fmce his Confinement and Condem- 
nation endeavour'd to make, and in fome Cafes had ef- 
feftually made. Reparation to moft of the Perfons in- 
jured by him and his wicked AiTociates ; being made 
fenfible, that this was abfolutely neceflary for him to do, 
in order to his obtaining, not only their Pardon, whom 
he had injur'd, but God's Pardon alfo, who had been 
greatly diftionoured by his wicked and loofe Life, that 
had of late Years been attended with all manner of 
Lewdnefs and Debauchery ; for which he now felt a 
.Grief and Bitternefs of Soul, much fupcrior to all the 
Pleafure he formerly had in his Sins. 

At the Place of Execution, to which he was carry'd 
from Newgate in a Cart this Day, I attended him for 
the laft Time. I pray'd by him, and gave him fuch 
Exhortations as I ufually do in the. like Cafes. I made 
himrehearfe the Apoille's Creed, and fung fome peni- 
tential Pfalms with him. I pray'd again, and finally 
iiaving recommended him to God's Mercy, I withdrew, 

and i 
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and left him to his private Devotions, for which he 
had fome time allow'd him. He ipoke a few Words 
to the People there to this Purpofe, fiz. That ie nx.njh'd 
they nvould pray for him, and take Warning by him, ivha 
by his Extravagancies and Sins, had brought himfelf to 
this Jhameful End. He advis'd them to be ixiifer than he 
had been, that they might not come to fuch a fad and un- 
timely Death, &c. 

Some time after this, the Cart drew away, and he 
was turned off, expiring with thefe and the like ejacu- 
latory Exprefhons in his Mouth : Lord hawe mercy upon 
me a mk Sinner ! . Loi-d I repent ! Lord forgiwe ! Lord 
recei've me. Open me the Gates of Hea-ven ! Lord, let me 
enter in ! Lord receive my Soul. Lord Jefus receive my 
Spirit! &c. 

In thefe Prayers he Ihew'd great Earneftnefs and Fer- 
vour of Spirit, and Ipoke (as it appear'd} from his 
Heart. 

He was executed at Tyburn on Wednefday the 8th of 
Atiguji, 1711. 

'The Behaviour., Confeffion, and Lajl Speech of 
John Sutton, (condemned with the aforefaid 
Andrew Baynes_)/^r ajfaulting and robbing 
Mr, John Storer on the ^een's Highway. 

HE own'dhe was guilty of that Fafl, and that he, 
Andre-zu Baynes, and another Perfon not yet ta- 
ken, did jointly commit it, himfelf being the 

firft thataflaultfid Mr. Storer, and let off a Piilol, which, 
he faid, he intended Ihould not hurt any body, but only 
give Notice to the other two (not far off) to come to 
his Affiftance : That the faid Andrevj Baynes ty'd Mr, 
Storer''s Hands, and W. M. (the other Accomplice not 
yet taken) ftruck him on the Head with the But-end of 

a Piftol 
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a Piftol he had, they being armed with Swords sni 
Piftols. This is what he faid as to this Faft, for which 
he begg'd Mr. Storers Pardon. As to other Matters, 
he was not willing at firft to make himfelf (though it 
feems he was) a great Offender ; faying, that this was 
the firft Robbery he ever committed ; adding, That he 
was about 30 Years of Age, born at Noriuich : That 
he had been well brought up by his Parents, who lived 
honeftly and with Repute: That indeed he had been 
taught better things than he had pradtis'd ; that he had 
often mifpent and profaned the I^ord's Day j that he 
h.ad been guilty of the Sin of Uncleannefs, and many 
other Vices, the Remembrance of which was very grie- 
vous to hirti ; and that he heartily repented of them all, 
wifhing he had been fo wife as to ferve God, and honeft- 
ly foUow'd ihis Galling of a Baker. Thus he accus'd 
himfelf of his ungodly Deeds and Extravagancies in ge- 
neral, but did not come up to any particular Account 
of thofe Robberies which he had committed, till I not 
only prefs'd him to it, but mention'd them to him : And 
though he would not plainly acknov/ledge, yet he faint- 
ly deny'd, that fome Years ago he ftole a Watch, and 
was committed to Dover-Cajlle ; out of which he ha- 
ving made his Efcape, was never try'd for the Robbery. 
But this he particularly confefs'd, That he was guilty 
of all thofe Robberies mention'd in the following 
Paper. 

fhe true Copy of a F A p E K delivered to me by 
Andrew Baynes, in my Veftry (or Clofet) in 
Newgate, a little before he was carried to 
the Place of his Execution., on Wednelday 
laji^ being the 8 th injiant. 

A Particular Account of the Robberies commit- 
ted by me Andrew Baynes, in Company with 

John 
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John Sutton and William Maw, which I 
heartily deftre of Almighty God to forgive 
me ••, andhumUy ask Pardon of allthofe Gen- 
tlemen under-written^ which I have^ with 
Sutton and Maw offended; efpecially that 
worthy Gentleman^ Sir David Hamilton, 
whofe Pardon I humbly ask, and humbly de- 
Jire he will forgive me, as I forgive the 
World. 

ON Saturday March 31, 1711, we robb'd Mr. 
Potter, at the two Men hanging in Chains near 

Bonv, and took from him a Watch, Rings, and other 
EiFefts, with a Snuff-box. 

zdly. We robb'd between If.ington and Highgate, Go- 
vernour Beat, with one Henry Harding, and took from 
them two Coats, one blue trimm'd with black, and the 
other a light-colour'd Coat, trimm'd with Silver, one 
Pound eight Shillings in Money, and a Tortoife-ftiell 

' Tobacco-box ; which I own. But there was thirty-two 
Guineas in Gold, which the faid Governor loft, which 
I fuppofe Eutton and Maiu Ihared together : For, as I 
am a dying Man, I know nothing of them. 

Ojdy, We robb'd a Gentlewoman and a Porter, be- 
tween Kingjland and Shoreditch : We took from the faid 
Gentlewoman fix Guineas in Gold, and fourteen Shil- 
lings in Silver, and two Gold Rings. We met a Tay- 
hr at the fame Time, and upon the fame Road, and 
took fome fmallEffefts. 

N. B. John Sutton obferv'd, that there was a Miftake 
in this Article, as to the Date only ; for, to his 
beft Remembrance, the Taylor was robb'd three 
Days after the afore-mention'd Gentlewoman. And 

^ he faidalfo. That between thefe two Robberies, he 
committed another   (without Bawes)' aboxa. that 
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Place, on a Servant-man with a Baiket in his Hand, 
from whom he took a fmall Matter. 

^ih/y. We robb'd a fmgle Gentleman by the Brick- 
kiln next Tyburn, and took from the faid Gentleman a 
Silver Watch, and a pair of Silver Buckles, and feme 
Money. 

i^thly. We robb'd Mr. Thomas Baker, and took two 
Queen Ann's Guineas, and y s. 6 d. in Silver, a Silver 
Tobacco-box, a pair of Silver Buckles, and three Gold 
Rings, and fome other EfFefts from the faid Gentle- 
man.    Manv not concern'd in this. 

6thly, We robb'd that worthy Gentleman Sir David 
Hamilton, and his Man, near Pancrafs Wells, and took 
from Sir Da'vid one Diamond Ring, a filver-hilted Sword, 
inlaid with Gold, and fome Money, with other EfFefts. 
The Robbery I own ; but for his Man's Snuff-box, as 
I am a Dying Man, I know nothing of it. 

Jthly, We robb'd a Gentleman coming from Hack- 
ney, upon Cambridge-Heath, and took from the faid 
Gentleman a fmall Parcel. JMa-w was not concern'd in 
this. 

ithly. The Robbery (committed May the 2 2d, 1711.)- 
which I am condemn'd to fuffer Death for, upon Mr. 
Storer, between Ifiington and Old-Street, and took eight 
Shillings in Money ;  he having his other Effedls again. 

Thefe are all the Robberies I have committed fince I 
have been in England, • \meaning fince his Return from 
Flanders, as he exprefd it to me\ and Sutton and Ma'V} 
were along with me. And as I am a dying Man, this 
is nothing but the TruUi.    So help me God. 

Ai •ug. 7,  1711. ANDREW BATNES. 

When that Paper was deliver'd to me by Andre-zv 
Baynes, John Sutton being then prefent, own'd the 
Truth of its Contents. Since that time I read it to 
him again more than once ; and thereupon he again de- 
clar'd. That the Fufts were aU true, and he was con- 

cerned 
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cerned in every one of them : But he faid withal, that 
he had none of the thirty-two Guineas taken from Go- 
vernour Beal, So that it feems William Maiu kept 
them all for himfelf. 

This Sutton, I found, was under a very great Difap- 
pointment, as having (even to the laft) been in Expec- 
tation of a farther Reprieve ; hoping, but in vain, that 
his Money (which he faid was no lefs than three hun- 
dred Guineas, which he had ready to give to fave his 
Life) might do great Feats that way ; but he was mifta- 
ken therein. 

At the Place of Execution I attended him, and ex- 
horted him to recent. I pray'd by him, then recom- 
mending his Soul to God, I withdrew. And he having 
fpoken to the People to this Efteft, 'viz. That they 
'Would take care not to break the Sabhath-day, nor keep leivd 
Company, as he had done ; and, That they ntjould pray for 
his departing Soul. At this there was a great Shout 
made by the Standers-by. 

Afterwards he betook himfelf to his private Devo- 
tions, for which he had fome time allow'd him : And 
that being over, the Cart drew away, and he was turn'd 
ofF, while he thus call'd upon God. Lord be merciful 
unto me I Lord ha'ue Mercy upon me ! Lord Jefus have 
Mercy upon  me ! &c. 

N. B. Before he was carry'd out of Newgate he gave,! 
me a Letter, which he had prepar'd for me ; and | 
at the fame time told me. That his right Name 
was John Thurton, yet he never went by that! 
Name before. The Copy of which I^etter is as*' 
follows, T/Z. 

Mr. Lorrain, *-• -^ _'.^_. „.. 

IUanie brought all tftf Misfortunes m myfelf: And th^ I 
/ had the  tendereft of Fathers, yet tny onvn extrava- 

gant  Humour kd me into Uncleannefs, Drunkennefs, and 
the iinlai>:ful Means to fupport both, ivhich has brought 

Pit 
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me to this unfirtune End. Imuft o-vjti, I make this pa'-- 
ticular Obfer-vation; that 'when 1 firfl left God, and did 
not ohferve his Day, he left me to be led aiuay to my utter 
ruin here, and Imuft only rely on the immenfe Mercy of my 
Creator, through the Merits of my hlejfed Redeemer : And I 
beg Forgivenefs of all the World, but more efpecially my Fa- 
ther and Family. I beg the World may not rejkfi on my 
Wife and Children ; pe has been a tender Wife and a 
Mother. This is the firfi Time I ewer ivas charged'u.-ith 
injuring the leaf Soul; and the Lord ha've Mertyupanmz, 
and comfort my Wife, and help my Children. 

Aug.  II, 1711. John Thurton. 
He was executed at Tyburn, on Saturday the 11th of 

Auguft, 1711. 

"The Behaviour and Dying- Words of Thoma? 
Jarrott, for robbing Mr. Storcr on the 
Highivay. 

HE, (even from the very firft) gave fuch Informationi 
to thofe Perfons, who had received any Injury b/ 

hitn, as, (hewed he v/is fcnfible of, and fony for, th: 
Evils he h;id done ; and that wera he to iiave out-liv''J 
this, he would never have brought iiimielf under the hke 
Condemnation, nor ever more been concerned in fiich 
wicked Deeds; Which Behaviour of his at that Time, 1 
muft needs fay, was fome Demonftration of his Re- 
pentance. Among feveral Difcoveries which he made,, 
he gave me an Account of fome Exch;quer Notes, Bink- 
Bilb, Bonds, and private Money-Note?, ^r. amounting 
together to about 300 /. wliich he and tv/o others v/itli 
him, ftole and difpos'd of for 51 /. And likewife fever il 
Yards of Cloth, of the Value of 15 or 16 i. per Yard, 
which they took out of three Carts, and for quicker 
Sale and Difpatch, they fold at 1 s. per Yard only ; they 
having fonnd Chapmen that had the Confcience to buv 
VOL. I. F • ^^^^^^ 
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thofe Things at fuch an eafy Rate, and to bid them, bring 
in more. 

When I had him alone in my Clofet in Nexogate, he 
confefs'd himfelf to have been a very great Offender. 
He faid he was about 24 Years of Age, born of honeft 
Parents in High-Holbom, in the Parifi of St. Giles's-in- 
the-Fieids;  That though l;e had from his Ycuth, re- 
ceived good Inilruftion, and religious Education, yet he 
had of late itrangely abandon'd himfelf to a loofe Life, 
liad two Wives, and had been concern'd in many other 
lewd AiSlions.    That being indifted for, and upon his 
Trial found (as he confefs'd he really was) guilty of, a 
Felony, the Court then ordered him into the Queen's 
Service, and accordingly he was lifted a Soldier.    But he 
being a fliort Man, and withal underftanding the Sea, 
better tlian Land Service, as having for five Years to- 
gether before been a Sailor, on Board fome Merchant- 
men in the Weft-Indies, his Officer turn'd him over to a 
Sea Commander, and fo ferv'd on board the   'Neptune, 
and other Men of War for feveral Months: Then com- 
ing up to London again, he return'd to his wicked Ways, 
and (among other Robberies) committed a Felony and 
Burglary in the Houfe of Mr.   William Gardener, on 
the I oth of Auguft, 1711, taking out of it eight dozen 
Pair of worfted Stockings, eight Pound weight of T'hread, 
and other Goods; which Faft he publickly confefs'd at 
the Bar, being (as he told me afterwards) perfuaded fo to 
do, by fome Perfons who had an Intereft in his Death; 
and, upon that his Confeflion, he was brought in guilty 
of this Fad, and fo receiv'd Sentence accordingly. 

Having lain a long while under this Condemnation, 
and being firft told, that his Execution Ihould be on Wed- 
nefday the 19th of September, and then on tlie 21ft, and 
then again on the 5 th of October ; and when that Day 
was come, and he ev'n ready to be carry'd off, the faid 
Execution being then again deferr'd to the 12th, and laft 
of all to the 24th of Oaohcr. He all that while, en- 
tertain'd the vain and unhappy Hopes, That he fhould he 

Jiill further rep-ieved; but at laft,   he  found himfelf 
miftaken 
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miftaken, and had he not fo much depended upon this 
Life, he might more ftedfaftly have apply'd_ himfelf to 
the making a due Provifion for another. But his Thoughts 
being confus'd and diflrafted by the many flattering 
Promifes daily made to-him, he did not make that good 
Ufe of his precious Time, which probably he would have 
done, had not his Mind been fo difcompofs'd andtofs'd 
between Hope and Fear, between Time and Eternity. 

'The Behaviour, Confeffion and Dying-Speech of 
William Maw, executed with Jarrott. 

HE was convicted upon five Indiftments, 'uix.. if^. 
For breaking open the Houfe of Mrs. Ann Jahn- 
fon, and taking thence eight pewter Plates and 

other Goods, zdly. For breaking open the Houfe of Mr. 
John A'veiy, and taking thence twenty-four Pair of 
leather Clogs, sdly, For aflaulting and robbing Mr. 
Charles Potts, on the Queen's Highway, taking from him 
a Silver Watch, 5 gold Rings, Money and other Things. 
4thly, F"or aflaulting and robbing likewife on the Higii- 
VJ^jiAvs,. JtinGro'ver, taking from her 3 j. 6d. 5th!y, 
For aflaulting in the like Manner on the Queen's High- 
way, Mr, Thomas Cohman, and robbing him of an Hand- 
kerchief, -fo-Tie Money, and otlier Goods. Of all which 
Fadb he being found Guilty, (as he might have been of 
many others, had hebeen try'd for them) he received Sen- 
tence of Death. Which Sentence he at firfl: deny'd, but 
afterwards acknowledg'd, to be very juft, in that God had 
brought this Evil upon him, becaufe he had been a very 
great Sinner. 

^Hefaid, that he was 50 Years of Age, born in the 
'Northof England, from.whence he came up to London; 
that he ferved his Apprenticeftiip with a Cabinet-maker, 
and for a long v/hile foUow'd that Occupation, in the 
Parifli of St. Giles's, Cripplegate, where he dwelt for 
twenty Years together j that he having for fome few 
Years before his Execution, left off working at his Trade, 
and betook himfelf to fome illegal Ways of Livino-, as 
the buying ftolen Goods, and thereby encouraging Tlueves 

;   ••     ^'2 and 
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and Robbers.    This he own'd ; but he would net con- 
fefs, that himfelf had aftually been concerned in feveral 
Felonies and Robberies, and in Coining, iSc for which 
Things fake (as he might remember) he had a Fine of 
10 I. laid upon him in S?/f(;«fcr  1705, was burnt in the 
Hand in ^pril 17to, and in September following ; and 
twice, if not more, order'd for Brideivell, &c.   Thefe 
were Fafts fo plain and fo frefh in my Memory, that he 
could not deny them.    But when I proceeded to urge him 
further, and endeavoured to bring him to an open Con- 
feffion of the Robberies he was condemn'd for, and of 
feveral others by him committed in Company with Andre-w 
Baylies and yohn Sutton, lately executed, who before their 
Death, moft folemnly affirmed, that he, the faid Matv, 
was concerned with them in thofe  Robberies on the 
Highway, mention'd in their aforefaid Account.    He       » 
ufed all the Art he could to evade the giving a pofitive       '" 
Anfwer to the Queftions I ask'd him about thefe Matters; 
and as often as I ofFer'd my Arguments to him, to in- 
duce him to declare the Truth ; he then reply'd, Sir, 
TQU are too hard upon me ; -iou prefi  me too much ; your 
Prayers, your Exhortations, your Expojition of the Word of 
God in the Chaple, your DoBrine is 'very good ; and I re- 
ceive great IiiJlruGion and Comfort by them, and thank you 
for them ; hut give me lea-ve to tell you, I cannot  indure, 
that in private you jhouUhe Jo fe-vere upon me, as to prefs 
me to fpeak that I knoiu nothing of. 

My plain Dealing with him (I perceived) was very un- 
pleafant and grievous to his Temper.    But I told him, 
that I muft: not flatter him to the deftruftion of his Soul, 
and thereby bring Guilt upon my own.   And therefore, I 
would not give over preiTuig him, to make fuch a fincere 
Acknowledgement of his Faults, and give fuch Proof of 
his Repentance, as might rejoice my Heart from the    B 
Satisfatlion I fhould have, that this would procure Peace ' • 
to his Confcience. I 

I went fo far with him, that he perfeftly grew angry 
with me; but I told him, I would deal with him as a 
good Phyfician or Surgeon, who does not fo much mind '   the 



the Cries of his Patient, as his Cure ; for, faid I to him, 
though you exclaim never fo m&ch aga'iTijl ivhat 1 offci-you, 
I am fully refolv'dto endca-vour'the Sahatlon of your Soul. 

With" this I cahnM bis Paffion a little; and then I laid 
before him thefe two Things chiefly, which I pray'd hirir 
to pondel- upon, as being indeed nioft weighty and re- 
markable ; the Providence of God moft confpicuoufly ap- 
pearing in them for his exemplary Puniftiment. 

1. That he was juftly brought to this Condemnation 
upon the plain J^vidence of that very Youth, whom he 
had trained up in this wicked Way of Robbing. 

2, That the avenging Hand of God had now taken 
hold on him, and would not fuffor liim to live long after 
that heinous' Faft, which he knew in his Confcience (ami 
I knew alfo from Andrew Baynes and John Sutton, then 
in Company with him) he had committed, in afliulting 
that honourable Perfon on the Highway, even when he 
was thenjuil come from faving a Life ; and that too, 
not only by his great Skill, but in that charitable Man- 
ner, which he frequently exerts towards the Needy. 
And though he had efcaped the Panifhment of common 
Robberies for fo many ye,a;-s, he could no longer avoid 
the Funifhment of a Robbery accompany'd with fuch 
Aggravations, both on the Part of the Gentleman robb'd 
and on his own Part, fliewing a crueller Difpoiition to- 
wards him, than either Baynes or Sutton did, as that 
honourable Perfon made it appear, (when in my prefence) 
he told him the faid J/^j<w, many Particulars relating to 
the Part he afted in that Robbery. Which if he did 
now duly confider, he mull needs conclude, tliat therein he 
had committed an uncommon Offence ; and therefore 
tho' he was not condemn'd for it, no more than Baynes 
and Sutton were, yet this his Condemnation was the 
Effeft of it, and the juft Funifhment which the great 
Judge of the whole World inflifted upon him, particu- 
larly for that his gre.it Barbarity. 

When he was feeking for (without ihewing any Dif- 
pofition by Confeffion that in the leaft deferved) that Mer- 
cy at the honourable Hand,  who had obtained it for 

F   3, Andreiii 
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JudniM Say»es, bccaufe he was more gentle and civil in 
the Commiffion of his Ci>imes, and more traftable and 
peritcnt under his Condemnation j I told him plainly 
that his 1 emper and Carriage being in all refpefts, and 
every where (both on the Highway and in Irons) much 
different from that of Baynes, he had no reafon to expedl 
the fame Favour that Baynes had, of a Reprieve ; which 
the' but for a few Weeks, yet was (as it prov'd) a great 
Bieflir.g to him, who within that Time, was (through 
Mercy-) brought to fuch a happy Difpofition, as not only 
to be well prepared for Death, but to wifn it rather than 
Life itfelf, which he then began to difcover was attend- 
ee with Temptation to Sin, and confequently with great 
l\:iftry. 

Thus I laid before Mavj thofe Things that I thought 
moft proper to melt him into true Repentance, and ob- 
lige him to an open Confeifion of his Crimes, but hither- 
to ii' vain ; his habitual Temper being ftubborn. All I 
could get out of him, was this Anfwer only. lama 
great Offender, and nvhat can I fay inore ? 

There Bodies beingdemanded by, and deliver'd to the 
Sherriffs Officers, they were carry'd out of Neivgate in a 
Cart, to the Place of Execution, where I perform'd my 
lait Office to their Souls. I exhorted them (efpecially IVm. 
Maiu) to die with a clear Confcience, and not to leave 
that undone in this World, which could not be done in 
the other, into which they were juft going to be launch'd. 

Thomas Jarrott faid. He had declar''dalrcadi all he had 
to faffor the clearing of his Confcience. Which as I was 
fatisfied in, fo I did not prefs him further herein. He 
then gave me a Paper, lie call'd his Laft-Speech, which 
(according to his Defire to me) I made publick. 

As for Manxj, he faid. He had (he hofd) made his 
Peace 'mith God: He ivould not he asKd any Slueflions : 
He knetv he had been a great Sinner, and God vjas jiij} 
in bringing him to this Death, 

After this I pray'd by them, fung fome penitential 
Pfalms, and made them rehearfe the Apoflle's Creed. 
Then I gave them fome farther Exhortations, and pray'd 

again 
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again with them, and having recommended their Souls to 
God's Mercy in Chrift, I left them to their private De- 
votion's, for which they had forne Time allow'd them. 

Before they were turn'd off, they fpoke to the Peopic 
to this EfFadl, {'viz. Jarrot) I pray all, young and old, to 
take Warning by me. I had gcod Education frotn my Pa- 
rents, vjho are honefi People. They did not bring me up to 
this I am now come to. But I n.vas undutiful and difobe- 
dient, and miould mt follonjugood Counfel. 1 defire that none 
•would be fa unjuft as to refled upon my Friends, ivho are 7io 
nvais concern''d in my ill ASlions,  &c. 

And Maiu fpoke thus, I dsjire allGeritlemcn and others 
hereprefent, to take Warning and amend their IA'VCS betimes. 

They both defired the Prayers of the Speftators ; and 
when they had ended their Speeches, and pray'd a while 
to themfelves, the Cart drew away, and they expired 
with thefe and the like Ejaculations in their Mouths, •viz. 
Maw, (whofpoke very littk; and very low) Lord! ho've 
Mercy on me, a great Sinner. Jarrot j Lord! hok upon 
pie in thy Mercy. 

Two diftinSf Accounts of feveral Robberies, late- 
ly committed by William Miiw and Thomas 
Jarrot, who were executed at Tyburn on 
Wednesday the 24.th of Oflober, 1711. "To 
which is added,, another Paper, given me at 
the Place of Execution, by the faid Thomas 
Jarrot, which he caWd his Lajl-Speech, dc- 

Jiring me to publifh it, both for private and 
publick Good, 

I An Account-of fame late Robberies committed 
by William Maw, in Company with Andrew 
Baynes and John Sutton, mention'din a Pa- 
per delivered to me by the faid Baynes and 

F 4 Sutton 
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, Sutton, ^hc were executed at Tyburn, viz. 

the former on Wednefday the %th, and the 
latter on Saturday the nth of Auguft 1711, 
which Paper I have read to the faid Wm. 
Maw, he neither would own, nor could deny 
the 'Truth thereof. Here follows the faid Pa- 
per, in Andrew Baynes'j own Words. 

A particular Account of the Robberies committed 
by me Andrew Baynes, in Company with 
John Sutton, and "William Maw, which I 
heartily defire of Almighty God to forgive me; 
end humbly ask Pardon of all thofe Gentle- 
men under-written, which I have with Sutton 
and Maw offended, efpecially that worthy 
Gentleman, Sir David Hamilton, whofe 
Pardon I humbly ask, and humbly defire he 
will forgive me, as I forgive the World. 

ON Saturday, March 11, we robb'd Mr. Potts, at 
tl\e two Men hanging in Chains near Boiu, and 

u ok frcm him a Watch, Rings, and other EfFeft?, with 
a SnufF-box. 

zdly, We robb'd between Ifiington and Highgate, Go- 
vernor Beat, with one Henry Harding, and took from 
tbem two Coats, one blue trimna'd with black, and tjie 
tihcr alight coloured Coat; i/. I8J. in Money, 
and a Tortoifefhell Tobacco-box; which I own. But 
there was 32 Guuiess in Geld, which the faid Governor 
loft, which I fuppofe Sutton and Manv fhared together; 
fcr as I am a dying Man, I know notliing of them. 

jcily, We robb'd a Gentlewoman and a Porter, 
l;.(:t.v.xen Kinf.and Shd Shoreditch ; we took from the faid 
CtTitlewoman fix Guineas in Gold, and 14 j. in Silver, 

and 
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and two gold Rings, We met a Taylor at the fame 
Time, and upon the fame Road, and took fome fmall 
EfFeas. 

4thly, We robb'd a fmgle Gentleman by the Brick- 
kiln next Tyburn, and took from the faid Gentleman a 
Silver Watch, and a Pair of filver Buckles, and fome 
Money. 

jthly. We robb'd that worthy Gentleman Sir Dwvid 
Hamilton, and his Man, near Pancras Wells, and took 
from Sir Da'viJoxie Diamond Ring, a Silver hilted Sword, 
inlaid with Gold, and fome Money, with other EfFedts. 
The Robbery I own, but for his Man's Snuff-box, as I 
am a dying Man, I know nothing of it. 

6thlv, The Robbery which I am condemn'd to faffer 
Death for, upon Mr. Storer, between Ijlmgton anS Old- 
Street, and took Eight Shillings in Money i he having 
his other Effefts again. 

'J'hefe are all tlic Robberies I have committed lince I 
have been in England, and Sutton and Mai-v were along 
with me. And as I am a dying Man, this is nothing but 
the Truth.    So help me GOD. 

Andrew Baynes, Aug. i r, 1711. 

I Shewing this Paper of Baynes to WilUam Maav, that 
very Moi-ning he was carried to his Execution (as I 
had done before) in my Clofet in Ke-ivgafe, where I 

difcours'd with him privately, and defiringhimto tell me, 
upon the Word of a dying Man, Whether he had been 
concerned in any of the Robberies therein mentioild; he ftiH 
difcover'd more and more his unhappy hardcii'dTempeti 
lie was fo far from being perfuaded to disburthcn his Con- 
icience, that in a Paflion he flew aw^iy from me, out of 

m,y Clofet into the Chapel, whither I foUow'd Lim, au- 
viiing him to cool a little that Paflion, which by no 
means was becoming a dying Man. He anfwcr'd iiic. 
That Invas fi hard upon him, that I f.n>idcr''d him from his 
De'votions. To which I reply'J, That -what leiidea-iKiird 
to f erf Hade kirn to, inas in order to the rend ring bis De- 

F  ^ - t'ot'on: 
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fotions acceftahle to God, and heneficialto his Soul; ivhich 
cculd not be, if notimthftanding all that ivas faid to him in 
this Matter, he ivould ftill perfji in his obftinate Humour, 
and thereby oppofe the Means of Salvation,  'which vjere 
offer"d to him, by One he might be fenfihle had no other de- 
Jign herein, than to incline his Heart to that tvhich 'was fo 
neceffary for him to do, and that all my Injiruilions to him, 
and Prayers for him, tendedto no other 'End.    Upon this, 
he faid, (as he had feveral Times done before) Tlhat he 
liked my DoBrine and Prayers'very'well; but I'was  too 
hard upon a dying Man, in forcing him to confefs 'what 'was 
nit pro'v'd againji him.    Ir this his obftinate Difpofition, 
I could work no good upon him ; all I could fay, would 
not prevail with him, fo much as to bring him to anfwer 
this plain Queftion, which I put to him before many 
Strangers, that were there prefent. Whether Yea, or No, 
He 'Was guilty of any of the Robberies I had mention'd to 
h'ln, of 'which fame 'were pofiti'velf Snvorn againji him, 
and all of them affrm'd upon the Salvation of tivo dying 
Men, his Jjociates, that he -was concern'din them ? To this 
Queftion he gave me no pofitive Anfwer, but inftead 
thereof, he turn'd himfelf towards the Wall, and faid. 
That if he had any Thing to confefs, he 'would confefs it to 
Gcd.    I fhew'd him. That fuch a Confeffion was not e- 
nough, and would not ferve in   the prefent  Cafe; and 
then I defired him to confider this Thing calmly with 
himfelf. How he hazarded nothing, if he 'would oj^enly 
fpeak the Truth in this Matter ; 'whereas, if he did not, 
hj put his Soul in great Danger of being hfi for e'ver.    To 
which I added, That as he did not, nor dutjl, pofiti-vely de- 
«>• that he 'was concern'd in thofe Robberies, fo I took it for 
granted he 'was, and ivould reprefent him to the World ac- 
cordingly, unkfs he Jhould gi've me the happy Opportunity 
(iKhich I fo much defer''d) of reprefenting him as a true 
Penitent.    To this he faid little or nothirig, but that 
lie 'was firry for his Pajjicn. 

IL A 
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II. A particular Account of fevsral Robberies 
committed bj Thomas Jarrot, hejiies that he 
was condemn'S, for ; all which he did betimes 
difcover, giving this Account (written as he 
faidin bis own Hand) to the Ordinary ofNew^ 
gate, who for the Ufe and Satisfaction of the 
Publick, fets it forth in the Words it was 
digefied in by the faid Thomas Jarrot, as 
follows. 

An Account of what Robberies 1 have com- 

i 

I. T N White-Chapel, about 11 Months fince, I took 
I a Hair-Trunk from before a Stage-Coach, ftand- 

iiigat the Maid-hi-the-MoonT2Mer:r\-door; wherein 
there was lool. Exchequer Notes, two Bank-Bills, lol. 
each, a Bond of tool, and feveral other Notes, fome 
payable upon Sight; with a filk Niglit-gown, and fome 
wearing Apparel; which I fold to M. H. for 51 ]. 
which (he paid unto me Thomas Jarrott, and to R. U—d, 
and C. H—n, to each 17 1. 

II. About feven Months fiuce, I took a leather Port- 
mantle from beforea Stage Coach at White-Chapel-Bars, 
wherein was a Night-gown, Linnen, and feveral Books 
and Notes; which were fold to P. M. for 41. 'T. D—is. 
H. W~n. S. H—rt. and R. H~nd. had each their 
Siiarcs of the Money. 

III. A Silver hiked Sword I took out of a Sword- 
Cutler's Shop in White-Chappel, about 7 Months fince, 
and fold to M. H~fe, for 25 s. S.. H—-rt, and .R.. 
H—I'd, had their Shares of it. 

IV. Out of an Entry in Leadenhalljireet, taken be- 
tween 15 [and 16 dozen of white Stockings, about fix 
Months fuicej fold at 4 s. per doz. to Mr. M—~M, and 

J- 
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7. .?—t, R. H—nd, and P. Gr—es, had their Share 
of it, 

V. About 7 Months fince, out of a Houfe in Arling- 
ton-ftreet, St. James's, in the Night, a Silver Candle- 
ftick, two Swords, and two Canes, one Silver handle 
Knife, a great Trunk with fix Holland Shirts, a Night- 
gown, a fuftian Frock, green Breeches with gold Lace, 
and other Things ; which R. H—nd. S. H—rt, and 
myfelf, carry'd in a Coach to the P. Horfe Alehoufe in 
H—rn, which was our ufual Harbour. For his Trouble, 
we give Mr. H—s, the Landlord, fome fmall Things, 
and fold the Goods to Mrs.  Wh—d. 

VL About nine Months fmce, broke open the Door 
of an Houfe in the Se'uen Streets, at Night, and opening 
a Cheft of Drawers, took out fome Linnen, which we 
brought to the P. Horfe, and fold to Mrs. W—d, for 
lij.s. R. H—nd, and Jnt, G—-Jh, had their Shares. 

Vn. Took a Silver-hilted Sword out of a Window by 
Littk'Turn-fiile, in Holiom; fold for 14 s. to C. H—», 
and i?. H—Whad his Share. 

Vin. Taken out of a Houfe in Holkrti-Bridge, fome 
wet Linnen, which I fold my Part to Mr. H— for 14 s. 
R. H—is, and C. H—n, had their Shares. 

IX. A Box from behind a Horfe by Paafj-Church, 
about 7 Months fmce, full of Chocolate, and twelve doz. 
China Difhes; fold for 4 1. to Mrs. B—rd. Ant. G—Jh 
ihared with me. 

X. Thirteen Months fince, a Hair Trunk from a 
Hackney-Coach in Bedford-Fo^v. In it a Silver Por- 
ringer and fome Apparel; fold to T D—is for 5 1. 

XL Nine Months fmce, a Pertmantie-Trunk from the 
Bke-Boar-lnn, Eolhorn, with 4 Y.ards of fcarlet Cloth 
fold for 11 s. a Pair of Jumps, pawn'd now, Gold-lac'd 
Slippers and Headcloths, Isc. 

Xn. About eight Months fince, from a Tripe-ffiop ir> 
Clare-Market, pufhing back the Lock, fome wet Linnen; 
-fold to Mrs. B—n for 6 s. 

XIIL A Portmantle-Trunk out of a Stage-Coach, a- 
kou; 11 Month?, which a Bailiff I know inClare-market, 

took 
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took from me, and carry'd away home, and I dar'd not 
go to him, he knowing me to be an idle Perfon ; but I 
know not what was in it. 

XIV. About eight Months fince, a Box from a Stage- 
Coach, going to the One Bell in the Strand, wherein a 
25 s. Piece of Gold, a Gold Cypher Locket, and fome 
we..,ring Apparel; fold to Mrs.  Wh—le for 7 or 8 1. 

XV. Broke a Window in by the Monument, and 
took a Wig ; fold for 20 s. 

XVI. Twenty-three yards of green Cloth, out of a 
Cart in Bijhopfgate-Street, parted between R H—nd, 
C. Fr—n, C. M—wjs, a Butcher, in Wh— Ch—, and 
myfelf; fold my Part to Mrs. W—k 7 Quarters wide, 
at 2s. per yard. 

XVII. About eight Months ago, two Pieces of fine 
broad Cloth, blue and green, one 14 Yards, the other 
fifteen ; taken out of two Carts, at two feveral Nights 
in White-Chapple ; fold to Mr. B—-y, a Taylor, alto- 
gether for 35 s. and6d. and bid me bring what I would, 
and he would buy it of me. 'J. L—ton, R. P—er, and 
one D—tch had their Shares, 

XVIII. About five Weeks fmce, out of a Pawn- 
broker's Shop, in St. John^s-Lane, fome Cloaths ; fold 
to M C—rd, for 14 s. Ant. G—Jh, A. Anv—y, had 
their Shares. 

XIX. About fix Weeks fince, two Gallons of fweet 
Oil from an Oil-fhop, Holhom-Bridge; fold to M. C'—rd, 
for 12 s. the fame Sharers. 

XX. Five Weeks fince, a piece of Callimancoe, thirty 
Yards, from, a Houfe in  Moorfeldi, and feven Yards of 
Shalloon;  fold to Mrs.  W k, for 40 s.  the fame 
Sharers. 

XXI. In at a Window, Lekejfer-Fields, two Sconces 
and a large Looking-glafs j fold to Mrs. Wh—d. for 18 s. 
,iix Months fmce. 

Thomas Jarrott, 
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Herefolloweth the Paper deliver'd to the Or- 
dinary of Newgate, by Thomas Jarrott, at 
the Place of his Execution. 

GOOD PEOPLE, 

ALthough the frequent Advices of the many who 
part with the World in this melancholy Place, have 

not the happy Influences intended by thofe who recom- 
mend them with their lail Breath, yet I cannot forbear 
warning all Perfons, to take exaft Care, that eveiy 
Aftion of their Lives may be confonant to God's Com- 
mandments, the Knowledge of which, fo early inculca- 
ted into my greener Years, makes the Refleftion upon my 
prefent Circumftances fo much the more grievous ; for, 
if I had purfu'd my indulgent Parents Example, or In- 
ftruftions, and paid the Honour and Obedience due to 
them, I might have juftly hoped for the Promife an- 
nex'd to the Fifth Commandment; whereas the wili'ul 
Contemp't of their repeated Admonitions to forfake my 
Sins, and return to the true Service of God, has been 
the real Gaufe of cutting my Days fhorter, in the moit 
exemplary Manner you now behold. And though my 
fenfual Pleafures had luU'd me into a perfeft Negledl of 
my future State, yet the more than ordinary Time that 
God has been pleas'd to allow me fmce my firft Sentence, 
and the fweet Refrefhments which I conftantly receiv'd 
by the elaborate Performances of the Rev. Mr. Larraiv, 
encourages me to elleem this as the happieil Minute of 
my Life, though attended with all thefe outward Marks 
of Infiimy ; which I am very fully affur'd, no Good 
Man nor Chriftian will impute to my poor Father or Mo- 
ther, Brother or Sifters, who utterly difown'd and a- 
bandon'd me, when they thought me irreclaimable. But 
if any fliould bear fo little a Sign of Chriftianity as to 
refleft upon my innocent Relations, Father forgive, them, 
for they kniyw not what they do. 

And 
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And now I hope all Perfons whom I have injur'd, ei- 

ther in Thought, Word, or Deed, will grant me For- 
givenefs, as I forgive all the World, even the blackejl 
Manager againft my Life. 

Tho. Jarrott. 

They were executed at Tyburn on-Wednefiay the 24th 
of OBober,  1711. 

The Behaviour, ConfeJJion, and laft Speech of 
Elizabeth Mafon, for the killing of her 
Miftrefs by Poifon. 

TH E Account which (he gave me of her felf and 
barbarous Faft, is as follows, niiz. 

To begin with her Age : She faid, That on 
the loth of April \z&., they told her, Ihe then wasjuft 
fourteen Years old; but whether fo or no, ftie knew 
not; neither did (he know any thing relating to her 
Birth or Parentage, any more than that fhe had heard 
feme People fay, her Father was an Excife-man, and 
that (he was born' at Melton Mowbray in Lekejierjhire, 
and from thence carried very young to Sictton, near Pe- 
terbtrough in 'Northampton/hire. Tliere (he feid fire was 
at Nurfe, and fo remain'd till (he came to be about feven 
Years of Age ; and. then was brought up to London, 
and liv'd above feven Years with Mrs. Jane Scoles, 
(who told her fhe was her Godmother) and Mrs. Cathe- 
rine Chohvell, Sifter to Mrs. Sfo/w ; they dwelling both 
together, at that time without 'Temple-bar, and after- 
terwards in Co-vent-Ga-den. As this young Maid grew 
up, they put her to all manner of Houfe-work they had 
for her to do, and flie help'd them alfo in their Bufmefs 
of Clear-ftarching ; But growing weary of this Service, 
which (lie found hard, and hoping (as they promis'd her) 

tliat 
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that they would leave her all they were worth at their 
Death, Ihe refolv'd to Poifon them both ; which fhe ac- 
cordingly did ; and it was thus. 

On Ihurfday in the PafRon-Week, being fent by her 
Miftrefies on an Errand, (he tarry'd fo long that they 
were very angry with hsr, and feverely correfted her for 
it at her Return.    After that, they fent her out again 
upon another Errand to  Grace-clmrch-Jireet; while be- 
ing full of Spleen againft them, fhe by the way ftepp'd 
into a DruggiiVs Shop, and there bought two Ounces 
and an half of Yelloiu Arfenkk, (which fhe pretended 
was to  kill Rats) and next Morning (that was  Good- 
Friday) (he mix'd part of that Poifon with fome Coffee 
fhe had then made for her MiftrefTes, and threw the reft 
away, as fuppofing (lie fliould have no further Ufe for it. 
This Coffee thus prepar'd, thus polforfd, (he brought to 
her MiftreflTes,  who drank  it;   and thereupon one of 
them  ['viz. Mrs. Scales) found her felf extremely ill, 
and, without knowing the real Caufe of her  Illnefs, 
faid. She felt Death upon her: And foit prov'd.    Per 
thereupon being ftrangely alter'd, and vlfibly growing 
worfe and worfe, (he expired the next Morning, before 
the Minifter (who was then fent for) could come and pray 
by her.    As for Mm.Cholivell, the Poifon did not kill 
her ; which this treacherous Maid obferving, and find- 
ing herfelf difappointed of her Defign, refolv'd to poifon 
her a fecond I'ime,  and do it effeftually,  as fhe had 
ferv'd her other Miftrefs before :   And to this wicked 
End (about ten or twelve Days after) fhe went to the 
fame Shop again, and bought an half-penny-worth more 
of that Arfenkk, and put it into a Porringer of Water- 
Gruel prepar'd for Mrs. CholweWi Breakfaft.    Here 
the good Providence of God manifeftly appear'd, in the 
Prefervation of Mrs.  ChohjuelPs  Life,  for  when  this 
deadly Breakfaft was brought up to her, it feems it was 
fo hot, that fhe was forc'd to let it cool a while before 
(lie could take it, and fo by that means the Arfenkk fet- 
tling at die bottom of the Porringer, (he did not fwal- 
iow it all down; however, what (he took in of it made 
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hsr immediately very fick : Upon which flie looking in 
the Porringer, and feeing fomething in it that appeared 
ftrange, fhe fent for her Apothecary, who examining,(with 
other Perfons) what that was which remain'd in the 
t'orringer, and perceiving it to be rank Poifort, gave 
her a good Quantity of Oil to drink ; and by that, and 
other proper Remedies, the Poifon was expeli'd, ar.d 
tlie farther mifchievous Etfeft of it happily prevented : 
Upon which the wretched Maid was now fufpefted of 
having poifon'd both the deceas'd, and this her furviving 
Miftrefs; and fo being charg'd with it, ftie readily 
confefs'd it, her own Confcience, which accus'd her, not 
permitting her Denial of it. Then (he was examin'd 
by two of Her Msjefty's Juftices of the Peace for the 
County of MidiUefex, who (from her own Confeffion) 
finding her guilty of the Faft, did by their Warrant 
commit her to Neivgate, which was on the 30th of 
Jpril, fhe having had all this while to prepare her 
felf for that Death which fhe acknowledg'd Ihe had juft- 
\y deferv'd, for that her moll heinous and barbarous 
Crime. 

Upon my afking her (as I did feveral times) whether 
any Sweet-heart, pretended Lover, or other Perfon, had 
prompted her to the Commiffion of this great Wicked- 
nefs, (he always anfwer'd me. No ; adding, That the 
De'vil and heroivn Pride, and the Hope of Iming at Eafe, 
hy halving all that her Mifirejfes Jhould lea've behind them, 
wtr-e the only Caufes of it. And being farther alked. 
Whether fhe had not fometiraes cheated her Miftreffes of 
Monies, which fhe did receive for them, fhe not only 
own'd it, but withal confefs'd : That to hide thofe Cheats, 
and other Faults, /he had often told abundance of Lies ; 
ihe Remembrance nvhereof ^was a great Grief to her. 

I gave her the beft Advice \ could; fhewing her on 
the one hand the fevere Judgment of God, and the in- 
tolerable Torments of Hell, due to fuch Sinners as fhe 
was, if dying impenitent; and on the other hand, the 
unbounded Mercy of God, and the great Glory and 
Pehcity of Heaven they Ihould obtain, if truly penitent; 
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whofe Sins, though never fo many, though never fo 
heinous, even Murder itfelf, fhould (upon their Repen- 
tance and Faith in Chrift) be entirely remitted and par- 
don'd : And therefore I earneftly exhorted her to ftir^up 
her felf to God, and to implore a lively Faith and fm- 
cere Repentance. 

Theie Things at lirft feem'd not to make much Im- 
preffion upon her Mind j but at laft Ihe was awaken'd, 
and became fenfible of the miferable Condition her Sins 
had brought her into, and exprefs'd her great Defire of 
God's Pardon, praying in the Words of Da'vid, Pfalm 
51. 'ver. 14. That he would pleafe to delinier her from 
Bhod-guiltinefs. She alfo afked Forgivenefs of her fur- 
viving Miftrefs, Mrs. Chohvcell, for attempting twice to 
kill her with Poifon, and for all other the Injuries flie 
had at any time done, both to her and her deceas'd 
Sifter. 

The day before fhe dy'd, flie received the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper (which flie long'd after) with great De- 
votion : And wh^n the Time of her Death was drawing 
near, fhe feem'd xk be fo far from being difcompos'd with 
any uneafy Thoughts about it, that Ihe comfortably re- 
fign'd up her felf to God, faying, " I feel now more 
" Joy in my Heart, than if I were going to a Feaft and 
" Merry-making. Methinks I fee the Gates of Heaven 
" open, and the glorious Things therein, plain before 
" my Eyes; and I doubt not in the leaft but I fhall ob- 
" tain them, through the Merits and InterceiTion of my 
" dear Redeemer." 

This being the Day appointed for her Execution, ihe 
was carried from Nenvgate in a Cart to Tyburn, where 
I attended her for the laft ; and after Exhortations, 
Prayers, fmging of penitential Pfalms, and rehearfmg 
the Apoftles Creed, as ufual on thefe melancholy Occa- 
fions, I withdrew, and left her to her private Devotions, 
for which ftie hadfome time allotted her. 

She made no other Speech, but defir'd the Speftators 
to }ray for her, and take Warning by her. 

She 
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She prayM much by her felf, but Jpoke fo low, that 

very little of what fhe faid was heard. 
• Then the Cart drew away, and Ihe was turn'd off; 
calling all the while upon God (in great Fervour of Spi- 
rit, though with a foft Voice) to pardon her Sins, and 
fwve her Soul. 

She was executed at Tyburn on Wednefday the 18th of 
June, 1712. 

The Confeffion  and Behaviour of Elizabeth 
Chivers, condemned for the Murder of her 
Baftard Child, 

SH E readily own'd the Faft, and told me, that the 
manner of her Life had been thus : That fhe be- 
ing very young when her Father died, and her 

Mother left in very poor Circumftances, fhe was forc'd 
to go to Service at fourteen Years of Age : That flie had 
liv'd in feveral worthy Families, where ihe behav'd her 
felf faithfully and honeftly in all Refpedls : But, that 
about two Years fince, flie removing from the Service 
fhe was then in to another, her Mafler perfwaded her to 
lie with him, and got her with Child : That when fhe 
began to grow big, fhe went from his Houfe to another 
Service, where fhe ftaid about fix Weeks, and then took 
Lodgings for her felf; where fome time after being 
brought to bed of a female Child, which they nam'd 
Elizabeth Ward; the Father promis'd he would pro- 
vide both for the Mother and the Child ; whicli he did, 
till (about three Months after) the Devil putting it into 
her cruel Heart to deftroy the poor Infant, which ihe 
fuckled, Cirry'd it to Hackney, and drowned it in a Pond 
there. And this flie did without being driven to it by 
any Neceflity, or feeling any Remorfe for it then : That 
(he being obferv'd by fome People that were about the 

Place 
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Place at that Time,   (he was prefently apprehended,     f 
brought before a Juftice, and committed to Ne'wgate.^    I 
There fhe was a Prifoner a good while before her Tryal,     I 
as (he has been (ince, and all along in a deipairing Con-     | 
dition :   For when I exhorted her to Repentance, and     ' 
(hew'd her how (he might perform this great and im- 
portant Duty, (he faid to mej, O 5/r / I am loft ! lean-     i 
not pray, I cannot repent, my Sin is too great to be pardon d !     | - 
I did commit it ivith Deliberation and Choice, and in cold     V. 
Blood;  I ivas not dri'ven to it by Neceffity :   The Father    | 
had all the nvhile pro^'idedfor me, and for the  Child, and    I, 
•would ha'vt done fo ftill, had not lout of my ivicked Heart     | 
deftrofdthe Child, and cafi my felf aiuay.    Upon this I     |' 
took occafion to (how her how the Devil generally brings    | 
tho(e who fuifer themfeives to be tempted by him, from    j 
one Sin to another ; and that therefore we (hould be a-    I 
ware of his Sleights, and keep at as great Diltance from    f 
any Sin as poflible; always praying to God, that we 
may not fall into Temptation. 

With thefe, and fuch Admonitions, I perceiv'd f!ie 
was fomewhat mov'd, and feem'd to be made fenfibic 
of her moft heinous and crying Sin, and of the Mercy of 
God to repenting Sinners : But ftill (he faid her Heart 
was hard, and (he could not repent as (he (hould, nor have 
any good Hope of her felf. In this fad Condition (he 
continued till within a few Hours of her Death, and 
then (he feem'd to have more comfortable Thoughts, ;. 
faying. That Jhe hoped God had turned her Heart, and 
'wouldfo've her Soul. e 

The further Account (he gave me of her felf is this. 
That (he was above 30 Years old, born of honeft Pa- • 
xents in Spittle-fields, in the VanSh of Stepmey j and that "• 
excepting this her Adultery and Murder, the former | 
whereof (which was the Occafion of the latter) fhe com- ',: 
mitted by the prelTmg Solicitations of her then Mafter | 
Ph. W. fhe could not charge her (elf with any enor- | 
mous Crime whatfoever ; fhe having always before that I 
Time kept her felf chafte, faithful, and honeft. 

Thii    , 
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This is the Subftance of what flie deckr'd to meV 

And upon this, without judging what is now become of 
her, as leaving that with God, to whom I commiued 
her, I muft needs fay this. That in my Judgment,- the 
lewd Perfon that deluded her, and made her commit 
Adultery with him, is highly guilty before God, and 
muft expeft to be call'd to a very fevere Account, by 
Him, who is the Great Judge of the whole "World, un- 
lefs he takes efFeftual Care to prevent it by a timely and 
fincere Repentance. 

She was this Day carry'd from Newgate in a Cart to 
Tyburn ; and after my Exhortations, and the finging of 
fome penitential Pfalms, and rehearfmg the Apoftle's 
Creed,I finally commended her Soul to the Mercy of God 
in Chrift, and retir'd: And then the Cart drew away, 
and ftie was turned off, all the while calling on God to 
have Mercy upon her Soul. 

She was executed at Tyburn on Friday the firft of Au- 
giift, 1712. 

The Behaviour and Confeffion of William 
Johnfon alias Holloway, for the Murder 
of Mr. Richard Spurling, one of the 
rHead Turnkeys of Newgate, whom he fhot 
to Death., even at the Time he was in the 
Difcharge of his Office at the Oid-Baiky, 
and the Court then fitting. 

THE faid Hollaivay deny'd his being guilty of 
that Murder; faying, That he had no Pijiolin 

his Hand, for ought he kno-ws, and tho' he had, it ivai 
far from his Intent to have killed the faid Mr. Spurling. 
Upon this I told him, that fuppofe he had no Defign 
particularly upon Mr. Spurting^ Life, yet he could not 
difown his having Malice in his Heart, fo as to do 
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fome Mifchief, if not to him, yet to fomebody elfe. 
To which he anfwered, His coming then to the Old- 
Bailey 'was to fee Mrs. Jane Houfden, and other Friends, 
that luere at that Time in that Place, and to drink 'with 
them. But when I told him that to make me and 
the World believe any Thing of what he faid herein 
was true, I defired to know of him the Reafon he had 
to come thither with thofe two Pocket-Piftols loaded 
with Slugs that were found upon him. Here he was at 
a ftand for a while, and then faid. He e'ver carrfd thofe 
Piftoh about him Jince he did (fome Weeks before) break 
out of Newgate, ivhere he nuas only detained for his Fees. 
Which Fees he telling me he had paid after his Efcape, 
and was free to go about his Bufmefs, without any 
Danger of being apprehended. I obferved to him, that 
all this could not confift with itfelf, nor confequently 
with Truth ; for if he apprehended himfelf in no Dan- 
ger, why did he carry about him Fillols ready charged, 
which indeed muft be for his Defence and Securitj', 
when he thought himfelf unfafe; or it muft imply, as I 
faid before, a malicious Defign in him- to do fomebody 
Mifchief To this he reply'd, That he intended no fuch 
Thing : And this is all he could or would fay. 

This William Hollonjoay (who as I am inform'd) was 
hang'd in Chains .at Holloivay, between .London and 
Highgate, he had been a very great Offender before, 
and was condemned in July 1711, for ftealing a light 
Bay Gelding that belong'd to the Right Honourable the 
Lord Pierpoint, on the 4th of 'June in the fame Year. 
When under Condemnation, he confefled his Guilt of 
this Faft, and gave me this further Account of him- 
felf, I'ix.. That he was then 33 Years of Age, born at 
(rrafton in Northa»ipio:ifiire, that he had followed di- 
\C!'S Callings, being fometimes a Butcher in Keiuport- 
Market, fometimes a Grafier in the Country, at ano- 
ther Time a Printer of Cailicoes, and afterwards kept a 
Corn-Chandler's-Shop in Long-Acre, and then remov'd to 
Southivark, where he kept a Viftualling Houfc in the Pa- 
riili of Chriji Church ; that he had- alfo praftifed Sur- 
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gery both there and at Sea, where he was in the 
Queen's Service, and being carried to Gibralter, he was 
admitted a Surgeon's Mate in the EngUp Garrifon 
there; and tho' he own'd. That he had led a very ill 
Life, yet he was then unwilling to make any particu- 
lar ConfeiTion, and having obtained a Pardon in June, 
had then fhew'd himfelf moft unworthy of it. I asked 
him whether he was concern'd in, or knew any Thing 
of the IWurder of 'Squire Hanfon, or that of Mr. Car- 
leton, who iome Years before was found dead in the 
Fields, viz. the former near Hoxdon, and the latter 
not far from Cambray-Houfe. To which he anlwered. 
He knewj nothing of thefe Matters; and fo likewife he 
pretended to be ignorant of this Murder for which he 
fufFered, faying over and over again. That he could not 
tell hovj it happened, neither toas he in the leafl fenjlbls 
he had any P'lftol then in his Hand. 

This is the Subilance of what he declar'd, while un- 
der Sentence of Death, he Ihewed very little Sign of 
true Repentance, and indeed I had all along but little 
Hopes of his Amendment ; for during the whole Time 
he had his Life by a Reprieve, he feem'd very unwil- 
ling to receive the means of his Inftruftion and Con- 
verfion, he not coming to the Chappie to pray and hear 
the Word of God .nbove eight Times (that I can re- 
member) all the while he lay under Condemnation, 
which was near a Year. 

ne Behaviour of Jane Houfden, Condemned 
for counterfeiting the current Coin of this 
Kingdom. 

THIS Jane Houfden would make no Confeflion 
at all, either of her older or newer Sins. When 

I put her in Mind, that on the i8th of Juguji 1702, 
Ihe was committed to Nevjgate for High-Treafon, 'viz. 
for counterfeiting the Current Coin of this Kingdom ; 
that Ihe. was to have been try'd for it at the Old-Bailey 
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in Sept. following, but at her Defire Ihe had her Trial 
put off to the next enfuing Seffions; that (he being 
found guilty of the faid >'ad, receiv'd Sentence of 
Death the 15th of OBoher following. When I put her 
in Mind of all thefe Things, and pray'd her to confi- 
der what fhe had done, and how great an Offender Ihe 
had been, fhe owned indeed, that Ihe was then con- 
demned to die, but denied what llie at that Time con- 
feffed to me, 'viz. her Guilt of that Offence. When 
I further endeavoured to make her fenfible of the 
Mercy ftiewed her in the Pardon granted her afterwards, 
and that inftead of improving it as ftie ought to have 
done, (he had returned again to her old finful Way, 
and therefore had a fecond Time Sentence of Death 
pafled upon her the 9th of Sept. 1710, and again ob- 
tained a Pardon the 6th of June following ; ihe faid 
flie h.id not defcrved Death for flie was innocent. 
Thus fhe denied what moil plainly appeared to be true; 
as, ihe likewife did the Juftice of her Commitment the 
13 th of Atigiift following, when Ihe was brought to 
Ne'wgate upon a frelh Sufpicion of Coining, but was 
not tried for it, fhe being unhappily concerned in the 
Murder with Holloivay, which prevented that Trial, and 
brought her to a worfe than that might have proved. 
She Ihcwed no great Remorfe or Repentance for her 
Sins, but denied them all, and would not be put in 
Mind of them, nor receive any Ghoftly Advice. And 
herein fhe appeared much of another Temper than Da- 
iiid was of, who faid, Ihat his Sin ivas e-ver Before him, 
Pfalms li, 3. 

Thus far is the Account I can give of thefe two 
Murderers, William HolloiMay and Jane Hmfden, of 
whofe true Repentance I am in Doubt; and this brings 
beck to my Mind what I have long before obferved, 
that thofe Perfons who are guilty of wilful Murder, 
are very hard to be wrought to Repentance ; though 
of ail other Criminals, one would thmk they fhould 
be the moil concerned to repent. 

Til 
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In the Morning about 9 o'clock they were both of 

them carried in a Cart to the Place of their Execution, 
and there were hang'd on a Gibbet erefted for that 
Purpofe, in View of the Old-Bailey, where they com- 
mitted the bloody Faft. 

They were executed on the 19th of Sept. 1712. in 
the Old-Bailey. 

'The Confejfwn of Richard Town, of London, 
Tallow-Chandler,   condemned for cheating 
and defrauding his Creditors, by Concealment 
of his Goods., &c. 

HE faid he was an Oxfordjhire Man, and juft 4_r 
Years of Age. When I had him under Exami- 

nation, he at firlt faid but little for himfelf, fave that 
he did not intend to be unjuft to any Man; but his Ad- 
verfaries were bitter againft him, and took what Op- 
portunity they could to ruin him, isfc. Upon this I 
told him, that fuch frivolous Excufes would not now 
•ferve bis Turn: He was fairly tryed, and jullly con- 
demn'd, and fo muft die ; and therefore what concern'd 
him to do under the fad Condition he was in, was to 
make his Peace with God and Man, clearing his Con- 
fcience of all Sins, known and unknown, by Repen- 
tance towards God, and Satisfaftion to all Men he had 
wrong'd, fo far as he was able to difcharge this great 
and indifpenfable Duty. This was the Subftance of my 
Admonitions to him, which whether he heard or no, 
I cannot well tell; for he feem'd to be fo very deafi 
that tho' I fpoke as loud as ever I could to him, yet he 
gave me no Anfwcr to the Purpofe ; but taking a fmall 
Book in his Hand that layby him, concerning Death and 
Judgment, he faid to me. This is a 'very good Book. Up- 
on which I told him it was fo, and wilh'd him to make 
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a good ufe of it, and prepare for his appijoaching Death, 
and the unavoidable Judgment that Ihould immediats- 
ly follow it. 

Before his Condemnation, he had a Chamber by him- 
felf in the Pre/s-jard ; but when he had Sentence pafled 
upon him, he was with his Fellow-Condemn'd put into 
the Hold, where (as he told me) he contrafted fuch a 
Cold, that his former Deafnefs (for I find he had been 
ever afflifted with it fince his Confinement) was now 
returned upon him. And as he much complained of 
the uneafmefs of the Place he was in, and the little Con- 
veniency he could find there among fo many other Pri- 
foners, to recoUeft himfelf, and prepare for another 
Life ; fo he was foon after remov'd to his former Room 
in the Prefs-yard; but inftead of mending there, he 
feem'd to grow worfe and worfe, his Weaknefs and 
Deafnefs encreafing to that Degree, that I could hardly 
underftand what he faid, neither he what I faid to him; 
and he remaining in that Room (and for the moit part 
too in a Bed) till the Day of his Execution ; there it 
was chiefly that I pray'd by him, and gave him the 
Exhortations which I have mentioned above. Some 
Time before he was fo weak and Deaf, he told me, he 
toould write his Cafe, and leave it to the World j but whe- 
ther he did it or no I knew not certainly ; for perhaps 
liis lUnefs might have prevented his doing it, which 
Illnefs of his gave me a great deal of Trouble, and I 
am afraid with little Succels. 

Some Time before his Death, he having partly re- 
coverM his Hearing, came to Chapel, and attended at 
Prayer. I had alfo fome private Difcourfe with him ; 
but he would not confefs himfelf guilty, and faid, the 
World fliould hereafter better know what he has been, 
than they now do, and that one certain Perfon whom 
Tie had charitably reliev'd and fav'd from Ruin, had 
prov'd the chief Caufe of his. Adding, that indeed 
thofe he was moft kind to, had been his greateft Ene- 
mies ; but he died in Charity with them, praying GOD 
tp forgive them, and him alfo, who (he acknowledg'd) 
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had been too eager to make himfelf rich in this 
World, and too remifs in the Service of GOD. 

As he was riding in the Coach with me to the Place 
of Execution, he told me, that this was a remarkable 
Day to him, for on that Day he was born. Upon 
which I took Occafion to mention this of Salomon to 
him, w'z. That the Day of Dealh is better than the Day 
cf one's Birth ; fhewing him. That by our Birth we en- 
ter into a World of Sin and Mifery, but by our Death 
are deliver'd out of it, and admitted (if well prepared) 
into a State of Blifs and Glory which ihall never end. 

At the Place of Execution, Mr. To-ivn fpoke to this 
EfFeft, That he died nvith a clear Confcience, that he had. 
been 'very much abujed by fome he hadjhenved great kind- 
nejs to, and that he •would let the World know it by a 
Paper he had left behind him. 

He was executed at Tyburn, on Tuefday the 25d of 
December,    1712. 

m 

'The Behaviour and Confeffion of Richard 
Keele, for abetting and affifting Charles 
HoLighton and William Lowther, in the 
Murder of Edward Perry, a Servant to 
Mr. Bowman, Keeper of Clerkenwell- 
Bridewell, on the i<^th of Sept, 1712. 

IT E denied his being guilty of this horrid Faft j 
j. faying, he had no Intent to do that Mifchief, but 

fo far from it, that he did what he could to prevent it 5 
yet acknowledged God was juft in inflifting fuch a Pu- 
nifhment upon him, for he had been a loofe and wicked 

-Liver, tho' not fo bad as the World had reprefentedhim. 
Upon this I put him in Mind of his being once try'd 
and convidted for Elafphemy, and another Time for a 
Felony ; for which latter Fadt he was fent to that 

G 2 Work-l\(aufe 
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Work-houfe, where Charles Houghton, William Lo-zvJer, 
%vith himfelf and others made a Riot, m which Hough- 
ton was killed upon the Spot, himfelf and Lo--wther much 
wounded,   and Edward  Perry   receiv'd fome   mortal 
Wounds, of which he died not long after : All which 
being fully prov'd upon his Tryal, it was in vain for 
him to deny it.   To this he anfwer'd. That what I faid 
was true as to fhe Faft itfelf, but it was not chargeable 
upon him, proteftirg that he was clear of it; becaufe 
he had no hich Defign as to oppofe the Officers of that 
Prifon in the Diicharge of their Duty, tho' he thought 
it a heavy Thins; to have Irons put upon him, and be 
obliged to hard Labour befides.    This is all  the Ccn- 
fcffion I could get of him concerning this Matter.    As 
to other Sins he felt his Confcience loaded with, he de- 
clared^them to me, teUing me, he had been very much 
addifted to Swearing, curfmg. Profanation of the Lord's 
Day, Drinking, Whoring, i3c.  and that he had  for 
thefe fix Years paffed, kept Company with a Woman 
that was not his Wife, i;te. Arabella Thomas.    He faid 
lie was about 33   Years of Age, born at   Rumney m 
Hamtjhire, and brought up at   Winchefier,   where he 
learned the Art of making Perriwigs, and then came up 
to London, and kept a Perriwig-makers Shop in Rother- 
hith for fix Years together ; but fome Difference arifmg 
tetween him and his Wife, they parted, and that prov'd 
the Caufe of his going aftray, and having to do with a 
another Woman, and one that had an Husband; but 
he did not then confider, what a great Crime that was, 
of which I now endeavour'd to make him fenfible, by 
ihewing him from Scripture, 'viz.  i   Cor. vi. 9. and 
ether Places, Ibat as no Murderer, fi no Fomicator nor 
Jdultertr Jhall inherit the Kingdom of God. ^ To which 
he reply'd, " How then can I be fav'd ? This is enough 
" to call a Man into Defpair." Upon ^his I ftiew'd him. 
That if he truly repented, God would befo merciful to 
him, as to pardon all his Sins, and fave his^ Soul.    And 
lere I gave him particular Inftruftions for his Encourage- 
ment tB apply himfelf to God for Grace, that he might 
\e deliveidfrom the Wrath t9 (me, &c. 
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lie Confejfion of William Lowther, for being 
concerned in the faid Murder, in affijiing 
the forenamed Richard Kecle and Charles 
Houghton, in the Commiffton thereof. 

HE faid, That indeed he oppos'd the OfRcers iq,. 
that Wcrk-houfe, to which they were fent to 
be kept to hard Labour, wiien they ofFer'd to put 

him and the reft in Fetters, but intended no IVIifchief, 
fo that what happen'd there was not by his Fault; and 
if in the Fray and Hurry he was then in, he hurt any 
Body, or did any Thing which he ftiould not have done, 
he was very forry for it, and asked Pardon, which tho' 
he did not expeft in this World, yet he hop'd to re- 
ceive it in tlie next, being much concern'd that he had 
not liv'd that Life which he ihdu'd have done, and that 
Swearing, Drinking, Whoring, and the like, had been 
(for fome Time paiied) his common Praftice, into which 
he was intic'd by keeping bad Company when Abroad,, 
and particularly in Newgate, where being a Prifoner for 
Debt, he had then fo much Converfation with Felons 
and other wicked Perfons there, that he eafily grew 
worfe; yet he faid, he never was a common Thief, 
nor ever took a Trial in his Life before September laft, 
when (at the Seffions then held in the Old-Bailey) he 
was convifted of two Felonies, which he would not con- 
fefs himfelf guilty of; but cou'd not deny, that for the 
fmaller of them the Court order'd he Ihould be whipt, 
and for the other burnt in the Hand, (together with 
Richard Keek concern'd in it) and were both fent to the 
faid Bridewell or Houfe of Correftion for two Years, 
where that fad Accident happen'd. A fad and melan- 
choly Thing indeed f when we confider, that it was 
the Lofs of two Men's Lives, whereof one was fudden- 
ly taken away, who having no Time to call upon God 
lor Mercy, it was to be fear'd he died in his Sins unre- 
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j>ented of, and if fo, carry'd the Guilt of them upon 
.liis Soul into another World.    From which Confidera- 
ition, I endeavour'd to make this Lnvther and Keek fen- 
rfible of God's  Goodnefs  and merciful  Providence to- 
•wards them, whom he had  fuifer'd to live longer, gi- 
.ving them Space and Time, and other Means for Re- 
jpentaiKe, which they oi^ht duly to improve, and be 
thankful for.    And thus I went on, exhorting them to 

^ake Pity of their poor immortal Souls. 
.    The further Account I am to give of William Low- 
iher is, that he told me he was but 22 Years of Age, 
born St Whiteha'ven in Cumberland, and from his tender 

'^OKth brought up at Ne'wcaftk upon Tyne, in Northum- 
ierland; arid that h« had ufed the Sea almoft ten Years, 
.and once was   (for a little while) Mailer of a fmall 
.Collier, (giving him by his father)   trading between 
.Nenvcafile and London, and ipight have done  well if he 
had kept to that honeft Employment.    Now he faw his 

' Folly, and lamented his deplorable Cafe, who had thus 
by his wicked Life brought Mifery, Shame and Death 
upon hjmfelf in this World, and  might (unlefs  God 
,would be gracioufly pleafed to ftiew him Mercy) be loft 
to all Eternity. 

In the Morning they were carry'd from 'Nent.igate to 
Clerkennvtll-Green, where they were hang'd on a Gal- 
lows erefted there for that Purpofe, at which Place I at- 
tended them, and difcharged my lyiinifterial Office to 
their poor Souls for the laft Time, giving them Ghoil- 
ly Admonitions and Exhortations, praying and ftnging 
'feme Penitential Pfalms with them, and made them re- 
hearfe the Apoftle's Creed, as is ufual on fuch melan- 
choly Occafions, and finally recommending them to 
God's boundlefs Mercy and all-fufficient Grace, I with- 
drew from them. 

As Keele and Lonxither were going to fpeak to the Peo- 
ple in their own Vindication I ftopt them, telling them, 
'twas more proper for them to apply themfelves to God 
for the Pardon of their Sins, ancl Salvation of their 
Souls. And this Advice they comply'd with, earneftly 
praying God to Ihew them Mercy. 

They 

till 
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They were Executed on Clerkenwell-Green, on Wtd' 

nefday the 23d of December 1713. 

the true Copy of the confolatcry LETTER 
which wasfent to Mr. Richard Keele in the 
eondemn'd Hole^ the Very Night before he 
died. 

Mr.  Keele, 

I Am really heartily forry for the fatal Circumftances 
you now lie under ; ?jid though I have received 
feme Injury at your Hands, yet I freely forgive 

you ; but as you are a dying Man, I beg of you to do 
me that Juftice, as to inform Mr. Lorrain before you 
leave this World, whether I was guilty or not of that 
moft horrid Crime of Blafphemy, for which I was con- 
vifted with you and George Mil/on at the Old-Bailey, for 
that will be very fatisfaftory to me, becaufe I may not 
ftill lie under the Afperfion of ever being thought fo 
profane a Perfon as thofe ill-minded People who fwore 
againft us, reprefented me on my Tryal. It lies now ia 
your Power to juftify my Innocency in that Matter j fa 
moft fincerely praying God may have Mercy on your 
poor Soul, which I hope he will be moft gracioufly 
pleafed to receive into his eternal Reft, give me leave 
after exhorting you to behave your felf like a true and 
good Chriftian, the few Moments you have to refide on 
Earth) to fubfcribe my felf your 

London, Dec. 22, 
1713. 

Humble Servant, 

R. Bourage." 

A 
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'A true Copy of Mr. Keele'j LETTER, de- 
liver'd to Mr. Lorrain. 

Mr. Bourage, 

I Received your Letter, and in Anfwer thereto I fend 
you this; that as for the Injury you received from 
me in the Quarrel that happen'd between us, it was 

your own feeking j fo I hope I have nothing to anfwer 
for it 5 but however, am glad you forgive it as lying 
under fuch Circumftances ; and as for the Blafphemy 
which you and I was fwore againft wrongfully, you are 
very fenfible, as well as I, that we were all fwore againft 
falfely; So as I am a dying Man I freely clear you as in 
my Company, which I hope you will do me the like 
Juftice. This, Sir, is all I can fay, only defire you 
would pray for my dear Soul, which I hope God Al- 
mighty out of his great Mercy will receive into his Hea- 
venly Kingdom from your 

Humble Servant, 

Richard Keele. 

I beg the Favour of an Anfwer to this in Writing, or 
by Word  of Mouth by Mr. Lorrain. 

The abovefaid Letter is a true Copy of that written 
by himfelf, and deliver'd to Mr. Lorrain in the Chapel 
oi Ne<wgate, jiijd before his going to the Place of Execu- 
tion on Clerken-vjell-Green, where he was upon extenu- 
ating the Crime for which he was to die, but being in- 
terrupted by the Ordinary, he defifted from that Matter, 
•and then afted the Deputy Sheriff whether his Body 
was to be buried, or hang'd in Chains, of v^hich he had 
fome Sufpjcion, by the Smiths going to take meafure of 
him and Loivther for their Chains, but would not let 
him do his Oflice ; and the Deputy Sheriff faying to 

Keele, 

\ 
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Keele, " Pray Sir, don't colicern your felf about yoUr" 
" Body, but take care of your poor Sou!." He then 
caiting his Eye on his Bcok, 'twas never off the fame 
till the Cart drew away. After he and Lo--wther had 
hung their full time, they were cut down, and put into 
a Gart, drawn with four Horfes, deck'd with black 
Plumes of Feathers, with feveral party-colour'd Rib- 
bons ; and being convey'd to Hullovjay, where they 
were kept one Night at an Ale-houfe, the next Day, 
being the 24th of December^ 1713. they were hung up 
in Chains, for an Example to all others, of ever being 
guilty of Murder. 

They were executed at ClerkermxeU-Green on Wednef- 
day the 23d of December,  1713. 

l^e Confejfwn and Behaviour of Francis Coi- 
ling, condemned for the Murder of John 
Hutton, a Seaman. 

HE faid he was about 21 Years of Age, born at 
Greeriivich in Kent ; that lie had ferv'd his Ap^ 
prenticefnip with his own Father, a Waterm; n 

of that Place, and after that went to Sea, and ferv'd 
fometimes in Her Maje.fty's Royal Navy, and at otkr 
times on board Mercl\ant-men, for thefe eight Years' 
paft. He confefs'd. That he had liv'd a vicious Life, 
and committed fome fmall Robberies heretofore, as fteal- 
ing Oars, Sails, i^c. out of Watermen's Boats, Barges,^ 
Lighters,_ ^f. but could give no Account of them. And 
as to this barbarous and bloody Fadl, for which he 
flood condemn'd, I pcrceiv'd he endeavour'd to extenu- 
ate and leffen his Guilt of it, faying, He did not com- 
mit it himfelf, nor lay'd violent Hands upon the De- 
ceafed ; yet acknowledg'd, that he fo far affifted in if,, 
that while John Shaiv was knocking him down, and 
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fetey Turlonu cutting his Throat, himfelf was inth 
Boat with them, rowing along and feeing what they did, 
but knew not whether it was a premeditated Thing in 
them ; or, that finding an Opportunity to do that wic- 
ked Deed, it came on the fudden into their Mind to do 
it.    As for hi-.nfelf, he faid, he knew nothing before of 
the Man, nor of any Defign they had either to murder 
or rob him, till he faw them kill him and fearch him, 
and take what they found about him.    But he own'd. 
That himfelf took the Coat of that poor Man, as be- 
ing better than that he had on, which he left in the 
Room of it j and then they all went away, and left the 
Boat, and the dead Man in it; Shww and Fulrouu gi- 
ving him forty or fifty Shillings of the Money ; he was 
not pofitive how much,  for he did not exactly tell it. 
This is the Subftance of what he confefs'd to me, who 
found him a ftupify'd, harden'd, and obftjnate Sinner. 
While he lay under  Condemnation he was taken fo ill, 
that one could hardly  fpeak to him, or receive  any 
Anfwer from him : And this his Illnefs,  as I fuppofe, 
did arife, not fo much from the Clofenefs and Loath- 
fomenefs of the condemn'd Hole or Dungeon he was 
kept in, as from the difmal Fears and Horrors he felt 
in his guilty Confcience : Which may be a Warning, 
as to all other Offenders in general, fo to Murderers in 
particular, who (I am afraid) do often out-fin Mercy, 
in rejcfting the  means of Grace, and  dying without 
Repentance.    Whether this was  altogether the mifera- 
ble Cafe of this unhappy Wretch, I  will not here de- 
termine ; but am forry I muft fay, that from his whole 
Behaviour I could not obferve he griev'd and repented as 
he Ihould have done. 

N. B. Peter Furb'vj being apprehended and commit- 
ted to Ne-ivgate laft Wednefday Night, I had him 
brought up {with the condemn'd Prifoners) to the ' 
Chapel the next Morning : After divine Service 
was ever there, I took him with Gojling into my 
Clofet, and there the faid Gojling charg'd him home 

with 



with the Murder 6f Join Eatok; -telling him to 
liis Face, " That he cut the faid HuttoX's Throat, 
*' after John Shaiv had kneck'd him down, ami 
" broke his Skull." Which Laving faid, I alked 
Furlo-ix', What he faid to that .? He anfwar'd, 
" He never faw John Hutton, nor John Shanv in 
" his Life, nor was then in the Boat with Gofling.'''' 
But Gofling perfifted in thi» his Declaration ; and 
Bpon my admonilhing him to fpeak the Truth, 
whatever it was, he protefted (upon his eternal 
Salvation, as he was a dying Man) " That this 
" Furhw was the very Perfon that cut HuHo/i's 
" Throat, as ke had faid before." 

He was executed at Tyburn Jan. 29, 17IZ-13. 

Ihe Confeffion, Behaviour, and LaJi Speech of 
Thomas Douglafs, condemn"d for the Mur- 
der of William 
•with a Knife. 

Sparks, }^ fiahUng him 

HE faid that he was 3 3 Years of Age, born at Dun- 
fton, about twelve Miles from Berivkk upon 

Tiveed. That he was brought up to the Sea from his 
Youth, had been an able Seaman for thefe twelve Years 
paft, and ferv'd on board the Shre-vjsbury, the St. George, 
the Bedford, and feveral other Men of War, and fome- 
times in Merchant-Ships. He would not own himfelf 
otherwife guilty of this Murder, than fay, " That being 
" much in drink, he might have done it, not knowing 
" then what he did ; for he entirely lov'd the Man, 
" and had no manner or matter of Grudge againll Jiim 5 
" and their meeting together at that time was friendly, 
" as being to take their Leave of each other in a loving 
*' Cup, wh«rejji they happening to ejjceed the Rules of 

" Sobriety 
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" Sobriety, were both of - them fo very much difeom- 
" pofed with Drinking, that they knew not well what 
" they did." 

Upon which I told him, " That I fuppos'd fuch ex- 
" ceiTive Drinking made him fo rafh and inconfiderate, 
" as to hurry him into the Commiffion of that horrid 
" Faft, which, and many other wicked A£lions, too 
" often prove the fad Confequences of Infobriety : Yet 
" I could not but think that he muft needs have har- 
" bour'd Malice and Hatred in his Heart againft that 
" poor Man, whom he thus bafely ftabb'd, for elfe he 
" would not have done it, though in drink : And what 
" confirm'd me in this Opinion, was, the Depofition of 
" two Witneffes, who at his Tryal fwore. That they 
" heard the Deceafed fay, a little before he dfd, that he 
" [the Prifoner) kiWd him upon an old Grudge. And 
" further it was then depos'd by one of them. That he 
" fanxi him gi've William Sparks the mortal Bhiv, and 
" heard him curfe him ; tvhich he o^vn'd at that time he 
" had done: Whereupon he being apprehended, the bhoify 
" Knife 'with nvhich he had committed that horrid Fail 
" ivas feen to fall from him" 

When I had ©bferv'd thefe things to him, and aiked 
Iiim, Whether all this was not true, he made a Demur,, 
or Stop, before he would give me any Anfwer, feeming 
to be very full of Thoughts, and bitterly lamenting his 
miferable Condition. Here I prefs'd him to make a 
full and ingenuous Confeffion of his Crime ; telling him. 
That upon his true Repentance of it, and of all his other 
Sins, he might find great Eafe in his Mind. With this 
and other Exhortations I wrought fo far upon him, that 
^e faid, " He was truly fenfible of his Guifc, and the 
•' Juftice of his Sentence, and begg'd Pardon both of 
" God and Man." Yet all this while he would not 
plainly acknowledge,, that he committed this Murder- 
out of Ill-will to the Deceased; faying further, I'har 
" he did not think the Deceas'd had any againft him 
" neither, though fome Years ago (and that was when, 
«•'' heferv'd ia the Slirevabury) he prefc'd him into the. 

" S.ea- 
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" Sea-fervice, and carried him to the St. George, ort 
" board which both of them went on the Expedition to 
" Figo, where Sir Stafford Fairborne was Rear-Admiral 
" of the White Squadron, and Capt. Whittan,. Com- 
" mander of that Ship." 

This is all the Account he gave me of the former Paf^ 
fages of his Life, faving that he own'd, " That he 
** was afraid his breaking of the Sabbath-day, as he had 
" frequently done, his committing Fornication and A- 
" dultery, his profane Swearing, and exceffive Drink- 
" ing, i^c. together with this murdering of his Friend, 
" had render'd him hateful to God, and made his Heart 
" fo hard, as that he did not know how to repent, and 
" could find no manner of Comfort or Hope within 
" himfelf" Upon this I gave him the beft Advice I 
could, (hewing him how he fliould pray to God for 
Grace, that he might truly repent; and, That upon 
the Confeffion of his Sins, and his Abhorrence and For- 
faking of them, though they were never fo great, he 
might obtain the Pardon of tiiem, and the Salvation of 
his poor, yet precious Soul, 

At the Place of Execution I pray'd by him, and 
wifhed him thzt Communion of Saints, that Forgi^uenefs of 
Sins, and that Life E"jerlajiing, which he had thus pro^ 
fefs'd to believe. After this, I finally commended his 
Soul to God's Grace and IVIercy, and then withdrew, 
leaving him to his private Devotions, for which he had 
fome Time allotted him. He fpoke to the Standers-by 
to this EfFeft, " That they would pray' for hiro, taj<e 
" Warning by him, and above all avoid Drunkennefs j 
" for that was the Sin which brought him to his Ruin." 
And when he had done, the Cart drew away, and he 
was turn'd off, calling all the while upon God. 

He was executed.on tVednefday the zjth of Oaober, 
S7H- 
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I'he Behaviour and Declaration of Nathaniel 
Parkhurft, Efq; for the Murder of Count 
Lewis Pleuro in the Fleet-Prifon. 

T TE faid he was 39 Years of Age, born at Catesly 
J. J. near Da-ventry in Not-thamptonfi-'ire, came of a 
good and honourable Family, and had an Education (at 
JVadham College in Oxford, and elfewhere) fuitable to 
his Birth, but did not make the right Ufe of it ; for 
falling into bad Company, and being too converfant 
with Men of erroneous and dangerous Principles, who 
ridicul'd all Religion, denying the Immortality of the 
Soul, and even the Revelation of our Lord Jefiis Chrift, 
and looking upon his Gofpel (and indeed the whole Book 
of God) as an idle Romance, he was thereby foon in- 
duced to all manner of Debauchery and Senfuality. And 
by thefe vicious and irregular Ways of Living, fo dif- 
pleafmg to God, fo fcandalous to the Chriftian Religion, 
(which he outwardly profefs'd) and fo hurtful to the 
World in general, and to his own Soul in particular, he 
waited his Subftance, duU'd his Spirits, weaken'd his 
Faculties, and at laft brought himfelf into fuch a me- 
lancholy State and Difcompofure of IVIind, that a little 
before he committed this barbarous Murder, he had re- 
folv'd within himfelf to kill fome body or ether, and 
makehis Efcapeoutof the Fleet, where hewasaPrifo- 
ner for Debt j or, if he could not effeft that, to lay vio- 
lent hands upon himfelf, as being weary of his Life. 

When he was come to a more fober Temper, and 
was fenfible of his miferable Condition, he own'd, his 
Sins were very great and heinous, (and particularly that 
of murdering a Perfon who gave him no Provocation) 
faying, That he heartily repented, and pray'd God to 
forgive him for Chrift's Sake, in removing the Guilt 
from his Soul which he had thereby contracted, and gi- 
ving him Grace, that in this World he might make a 

good 
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good End, and in the next enjoy that Felicity which is 
to have no End. 

He would often fay, (and that too before he had duly 
confider'd his fuiful State) That ". he was very willing 
" and ready to die ; and, that if Life or Death were put 
" to his Choice, he would chufe to embrace the latter ; 
" for he could have no Profpeft that the Miferies he had 
" undergone for thefe twenty Years pafl would have an 
" End, but with his Life ; and therefore (laving the 
" Shame of his untimely Death) it rejoic'd his Heart to 
" fee himfelf fo near his Diflblution and Deliverance." 
Upon which I told him, I wifh'd he would ferioufly 
confider what it was to die, and what was to follow af- 
ter Death, that he might not launch into another 
World without a fure Guide, namely, the Spirit of 
Grace, purifying his Soul, ^nd enabling him to make a 
due Preparation for his great approaching Change; 
to which he anfwer'd, " That though he had not, nor 
" could ever have, a clear Idea of the State to come, 
" yet as he heartily repented of all his Sins (this in 
" particular for which he was now to die) and refign'd 
" up himfelf to God's Will and Pleafure, fo he hoped 
" to receive Pardon and Salvation throiigh Chrift's Me- 
" rits." And herein he defir'd me to put up earneft 
Prayers to God for him. 

I conilantly vifited him, and at feveral times found 
him in feveral Tales, and in very different Difpofitions : 
Sometimes he was calm and eafy, willing to hear of his 
Faults, and receive good Advice with Patience and Sub- 
miffion ; and at other times exprefs'd a great deal of 
Anger and Uneafmefs, and very much refledled upon 
fome of his Relations, as fuppofmg they might, if they 
would, have fav'd his Life ; which, though he had told 
me before he was not defirous of, yet I now perceiv'd 
he would have been glad to have preferv'd it; and was 
very much difcompos'd when he found the Report of 
fome of his Acquaintance not to be true, who told him, 
there was a Second Reprie've obtain'd for him. And 
Wiulft he was in this fad Perplexity and fretting Hu- 
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moat, he went on with his Refleftions upon his Refa- 
tions, attributing all the Mifcarriages of his paft Life,, 
and prefent fad Circumftances, to their Unkindnefs to- 
wards him ; and fo ran from one thing to another, that 
he appear'd to be at that time very much difturb'd in his 
Spirit j and himfelf own'd. That he- had a thoufand 
Thoughts at once flowing in like Billows upon his Mind. 
Hereupon I endeavour'd to quiet him, and bring him 
into a better Compofure, and to that end did often pray 
with him, begging of God, that he would be pleas'd 
to, reftify all his Diforders, and rene--w a right Spirit 
Hvithin him : At laft his Paflions feem'd to be pretty 
well allay'd, and he well difpos'd to die. 

At the Place of Execution (whither he went in a 
Mourning-Coach with me) I diicharg'd for the laft time 
my minifterial Office to him, earneftly exhorting him to 
llir up himfelf to God, in an humble Acknowledgment 
and thorough Repentance of all his Sins, and in an ear- 
deft imploring the Divine Mercy : T pray'd by him,, 
fung fome penitential Pfalms with him, made him re- 
hearfe the Apoftles Creed, and wifh'd him that Forgi've- 
•nefs of Sin and Life e'verlajling he had now profefs'd the 
Belief of; and finally, recommending his Soul to God,. 
I put up this Prayer for him, " That he might be deli- 
" ver'd from Blood-guiltinefs, and all other Sins ; hava 
" a fafe PaiTage out of this mifer;ible World, and a hap- 
" py Entrance into the everlafting Habitations. 

When I had done praying in the Cart with him, I 
withdrew from him, who made no other Speech to the 
People there than this, " That the Small-Vox, which lie 
" had about hventy Years ago, left fuch an Infirmity in 
" his Head, that he never was perfeftly well; fo de- 
" fired the Prayers of all the Standers-by for his de- 
" parting Soul." Which having laid, he apply'd him- 
felf in private Prayer to God : Then the Cart drew a- 
way, while he was uttering thefe and the like Ejacu- 
lations ; Lcrdhanie Merry upn me ; Lordfat'e mc ! 

N. Bi 



JV. B. Among the feveral pious Books which he pe- 
rufed, he feem'd to be moft affefted with one en- 
titled, ne Chrijiian Monitor, containing Directions 
and Exhortations to a Holy Living and Hofy Dying; 
which Book, he faid, he wifh'd he had read be- 
fore, for if he had, he might have avoided many- 
Sins, done many good Deeds, and never have come 
to this fhameful untimely End. 

After he had receiv'd Sentence of Death, he defir'd 
little Company befides me, and (in his Retirement) 
much exercis'd himfelf in Afts of Devotion; for a Fur- 
therance whereto he had divers Books of Prayers, which 
he conftantly look'd over : But that he moft frequently 
read, and found moft Comfort in, was a Prayer which 
is at the End of the Charitable Vifit to the Prifons. A 
Book which (together with the Chrifiian Monitor, and 
other fhort Treatifes of Godlinefs) the honourable Society 
for the Propagation of the Gojfel and the Reformation if 
Manners, take care to diftribute among Prifoners, and 
other poor People.    The Prayer is this : 

OMoft righteous and merciful Lord God, the Cre- 
ator, Ruler, and Judge of the World ; I liumbly 

own thy Juftice, as alfo that of Man, in bringing me 
under that Condemnation, which by my own Sins and 
Offences I have deferv'd, and have none to blame fo 
much as my felf. Thou art righteous O God, but I have 
finned. In the midft of Judgment remember Mercy ; 
and fuffer me not to feek thee in vain : It were moll 
juft in Thee now to laugh at my Calamity, and not an- 
fwer me, though I fhould make many Prayers in this 
my Diftrefs, becaufe Thou haft call'd, and I have re- 
fufed, and have fet at nought thy Counfels, and regard- 
ed Iniquity in my Heart, and praftis'd it in my Life, 
and turned away my Ears from hearkening to thy 
Law. 'Tis very late, O Lord, O let it not be too late, 
that I now feek unto Thee. I am deeply affefted with 
the Terrors of Death approaching, and concern'd grealy 
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at the awful Thoughts of thy ftridt and righteous Judg- 
ment, and believing the future State of Rewards and 
Punilhments, being fenfible alfo of my great and many 
Sins ; I am greatly afraid of thy Wrath, which is reveal- 
ed from Heaven againft all Unrighteoufners and Ungod- 
linefs, and in particular is threaten'd againlt fuch Sins 
as I have liv'd in, which I now defire, with Shame and 
Grief of Soul, humbly to confefs before Thy Tirone of 
Grace, &c. 

Before the day of his Death, I endeavour'd to per- 
fuade him to leave fomething in Writing behind him, 
concerning his pall Life and Converfation ; with an 
Admonition to fuch Sinners as he had been too much ac- 
quainted with ; but he faid, What he had confefe'd to 
me (being given to the World in the manner I fhould 
think fit) would be fufficient; and, he hoped Men of 
loofe Principles and wicked Lives would (as he wilh'd 
they might) take Warning by his Fall. But as for him- 
felf, he did not think lit to write any thing j and if after 
his Death any Papers were put out under his Name, be- 
fides this Account, he would not have the World believe 
he had wrote them. 

He was executed at Tyhurn on Friday the zoth of 
May, 1715. 

"Thi 
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I'he Confeffion and Behaviour of Jofeph Sul- 
livan, alias Silver, condemned for High- 
Treafon, viz. for levying War agqinfi our 
Moji Gracious Sovereign Lord King George 
the Firft, and his Government, in enlifting 
Men into the Service of the Pretender. 

HE faid he was 29 Years of Age, born in Ireland; 
That in the late Reign he ferv'd nine Years in the 

Royal Marine Regiment, and when that Regiment was 
broke,  he went into France, and there ferv'd for the 
fpace of fix  Months in Dorrington^ Regiment;   then 
quitting that Service, he came into England s.^m..    He 
declar'd himfelf to be of the Romijh Religion; and, tliat 
as he was born, fo he refolv'd to die in it.    He at firft 
deny'd the whole Faft he flood condemn'd for, but af- 
terwards own'd it  in part, acknowledging that he had 
been fomewhat concerned in thofe traiterous PraiSices 
which had brought him under  this  Condemnation.    I 
endeavour'd to make him fenfible of the Heinoufnefs and 
Bafenefs of his Crime, who at the fame time he had 
enliiled himfelf into the King's Service, and received his 
Bounty-Money and Pay, he  did   {underhand)  carry on 
fuch wicked and hellifh Defigns againft His Majefty's Sa- 
cred Perfon,  Royal Family,   and whole  Government. 
This indeed he could not deny, yet would not fully cou- 
fefs his Guilt; which I prefs'd him to do for the clear- 
ing of his Confcience ; but he faid, he would confefs 
where it was/ra/ifr for him to do fo, and no where elfe : 
For though he were (which he difown'd to be)  guilty of 
all that was alledg'd againft him, it would now avail him 
nothing to make a publick Declaration of it; and there- 
fore defir'd me to ask him no more Queftions about it, 
nor oifcr any further Advice to him, but let him die in 
his own way.    To which I reply'd, " That  he muft 

. " give me Leave to do my Duty, and alfo to ask him 
" a plain 
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" a plain Queftion; to which I defir'd his pofitive An- 
" fwer : " And the Queflion was this; " Whether he 
" thought it lawful for any Man to attempt the de- 
" throning King George I. and thereby involve thefe 
" Kingdoms in Blood and Ruin ? " At this he made a 
Paufe, and feem'd to be furpriz'd, as not knowing at iirft 
what to anfwer : But at laft he faid, " He meant no 
" fuch Thing. /i't'/Z^i/w, That whatever his Meaning 
" was, his Aftions naturally tended to that, and if it 
" had not been prevented by the over-ruling Providence 
" of God, the Wifdom and Juftice of the King, and the 
" Watchfulnefs and Loyalty of his Minifters, and other 
" good Subjedls, Things had, by this Time, been much 
" worfe than ever we can conceive : How many inno- 
" cent Perfons,   both Men,   Women,   and   Children, 
" would have been deflroy'd ! Who can think of 
" this without Horror, that has any thing of Humanity 
" left in him ? Pray confider, f/aid I to hifn) and let 
*' me have a pofitive Anfwer to my Queftion, 'vix. 
" Whether it be lawful to dethrone King George I. To 
" iMhich he reflfd, he could not tell whether it was 
*' lawful or not." Upon this I endeavour'd to inform 
him better, offering fome Arguments to convince him of 
his Error, but he would hear nothing of that, and feem'd 
refolv'd to perfift in his Obftinacy to the laft. 

N. B. The day before he died, after Evening-Prayer^ 
in the Chapel of Ne--wgate, Jofeph Sil'ver read the 
following Paper, and deliver'd it to me, declaring, 
that it contain'd nothing but Truth ; which he 
alfo aflerted at the Tree the day of liis Execution. 

A Copy of Jofeph Silver'j PAPER. 
1 Jofeph SulB'van, alias Siher, being now under 

the Sentence of Death, and having no other View 
or Confideration at prefent, but to difcharge my Con- 
fcjence, do hereby folemnly declare in the Prefence of 
God, that Colonel Jojhua Paul, of the firft Regiment 
of Foot-Guards, is not in any refpeft guilty of aftinj 
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' for tlie Pretende/s, Service, (to my Knowledge) or 
' ever cmploy'd me to that End. And I do further 
' declare in the Prefence of God, and to all Mankind, 
' that the Furiow found on me when I was apprehend- 
' ed in St. Martin's Parifli in the Fields, and fign'd 
' Jpjhua Paul, v.'as not figned by the faid Colonel Paul, 
' or with his Privity or Confent, diredHy or indireftly. 
* Given under my Hand at Ne<ivgate the zoth of OQoher 

Jofeph Silver alias Sullivan. 

The Behaviour md ConfeJJion of Felix Hara, 
for High-Treafon, in lifiing himfelf into the 
Pretender'.^ Service. 

HE faid he was about 30 Years of Age, born near 
Dublin in Ireland, that he ferv'd his Apprentic^- 

fliip with a Vintner in that City, and afterwards fet up 
there for himfelf, but for want of a fufficient Stock to 
carry on that Employment, being forc'd to quit it and 
the Place, he came to London, where he liv'd with two 
or three Vintners alternately. He declar'd himielf to be 

B. Roman Catholick, and defir'd to have nothing ofFer'd to 
him that might make him doubtful of his being 
in the right Way j for as he had no Time, fo he had 
no Mind to receive any Inftruftions contrary to his firft 
Principles, and was refolv'd to die in that Religion he 
had been brought up in, and always profefs'd. Finding 
him in that Difpofition, I only laid before him in ge- 
neral, the Doftrine and Duties of Chriftianity, and al- 
fo endeavour'd to bring him to a free Confeffion of the 
Crime he was condemn'd for j but I found him very 
hard to be mov'd upon that Point, he plainly declaring, 
that he would make no Confellion to me, as not being 
of the fame Perfuafion. However I prefs'd him to tell 
me, whether he thought it lawful to levy War againft 
King GEORGE ? To which he thus readily anfwer'd, 
I cannot determine t;laat, I leave it to better Judgments. 

I 
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I told him he might, (if he would) be clearly inform'd 
in the Matter, but he reply'd. That he defir'd no fuch 
Information. 

1'he Confeffion of Robert Whitty, for High- 
Trealbn, in being concerned with the two, 
forenamed Criminals. 

HE faid he was 55 Years of Age, born within 30 
Miles oiDublin in Ireland; that in the late Reign 
he ferv'd Colonel Harvefi Regiment then in 

Spain, and that having receiv'd many Wounds in that 
Service, he was admitted one of the out Penfioners be- 
longing to Chelfea-College. He faid he was not heartily 
for the Pretender but for King GEORGE, and that if he 
lifted himfelf into the Service of the faid Pretender, he 
did not know what he did, for he had at that Time 
been made fo drunk with Geneva, and other ftrong Li- 
quors, that he was not fenfible of what he did or feid. 
He acknowledg'd it to be a great Fault in him to 
have thus unmann'd himfelf, and by that be drawn 
away ; for which and all other Sins, that were many 
and great, he declar'd he repented from his Heart, and 
begg'd Pardon of God. Upon my defiring him to re- 
colleft himfelf, and call to Mind, and tell me what 
pafs'd between him and the two others condemn'd with 
him, in the Matter that had brought him to this Trou- 
ble, he faid, he could fay no more of his own Know- 
ledge, but Siher cou'd tell a great deal on't if he wou'd. 
He did from the firft almoft to the Lift, profefs himfelf 
a Protefiant, and a Member of the Church of England, 
(not a L01V Churchman, but one of the High-Church) as 
he expreffed himfelf; but at the Place of Execution, he 
declar'd himfelf to be of the Romijh Religion, thinking 
(I fuppofe) that to be the beft Religion for fuch a Cri- 
minal as he was. 

At the Place of Execution, to which they were car- 
ry'd from Neivgate on a Sledge, I attended them for 

the 
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the laft Time, and exhorted them to clear their Con- 
fciences by a free and full ConfeiTiOB, and fincere Re- 
pentance of their wicked Deeds. But they would fay 
no more, only Siher read a Paper, wherein he pretend- 
ed to juftify liis Faft j and Hara faid much to the fame 
Purpofe in his behalf. I pray'd with them, fung a Pe- 
nitential Pfalm, and would make them rehearfe the A- 
poftles Creed, but they gave but very little Attention 
to what was perform'd. When I had done my Miniile- 
rial Office to their Souls I rctir'd, and left them to their 
own private Devotions. Then the Cart {into which 
they were put at their Arrival there) drew away, and 
they were turn'd off, all the while calling upon God to 
deceive their Souls. 

They were executed at Tyburn on Friday the 28tJ> 
of Oiloher 1715. 

I^he Behaviour of Alexander Danzil, or ra- 
ther Dolzel, for Piracy. 

BEING in Company with a French Sea Captain, 
and four other Mariners, who all coming on board 

a certain French Veflel, then at Anchor about a League 
oft' Ha'vre-de-Grace in France, aflaulted, and ty'd both 
Hand and Foot, the Matter {one Captain Maurice) and 
his Crew, being in all fix Perfons, and one of them 
thus ty'd, either fell, or {which is moft probable) was 
thrown into the Sea, wherein not being able to help 
himfelf, nor receive any Affiftance from his Companions, 
to whom he cry'd. Dear Friends fame me, and then pe- 
rifh'd. • 

This Dckel, who was formerly try'd and coHvidled at 
the Old-Bailey, and there condemn'd for High-Treafon 
fome Years before, as being a Privateer, afting with a 
Commiffion of the French King's, when that Prince 
afiuajly was in Wsr againlt Gnat-Britain, and having 
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afterwards obtain'd a free Pardon, which he pleaded at 
the Old-Bailey on the izth of Auguft 1713, was fo far 
from being minded to improve that Mercy, by an A- 
mendment of his Life, which had been all along verf 
vicious, and hurtful to Mankind ; that he prefumptu- 
oufly went on in his wicked Courfe, till arrefted by 
the Hand of Juftice, which has defervedly brought him 
to this fhameful Death. 

He was about 42 Years of Age, a Scotchman by 
Birth, and a Seaman by Profeffion, a pernicious and 
dangerous Perfon, of a morofe, ilubborn, and ill Dif- 
pofition. When he was a Prjfoner in Newgate (as has 
Ijeen mention'd before) under Sentence for High-Trea- 
fon, he fhew'd himfelf to be a Papiji, and at that Time 
he faid, he never was at Mafs after his being pardon'd 
and difcharg'd : But what he was then, as he would 
not fatisfy me in, fo I might fuppofe him to be the 
fame, if not worfe than before ; and to fpeak my Opi- 
nion of him, I really thought he behav'd himfelf as one 
that had no Senfe nor Principles of any Religion what- 
foever that could reftrain him from Evil; and tho' one 
would have thought he Ihould have grown more ratio- 
nal and confiderate at the Approach of Death, yet he 
ftill retain'd his harden'd Temper, and irreligious and 
impious Humour, who would neither hear the Word of 
God, nor make Confeffion of his Sins, rejefting all my 
Admonitions, and refufmg likevvife the Inllruftions of 
any other Minifter. 

Upon my asking him fome Queftions relating in par- 
ticular to the Crime that had brought him to this fad 
and untimely End, and in general, to his paft wicked 
Life, aud what Preparation he had made for a happy 
State in the next World ; he faid he would anfwer no 
Queitions, nor receive any Advice from me, who was 
the Caufe of his Death, as he was pleafed moll unwor- 
thily to fay ; and the Reafon he pretended to give for it 
was, my being made an Interpreter on his Trial, he 
foppofing if I had not been fo, he Ihould have been 
clear'd.   It is true, I was call'd by the Court to inter 
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pret what the Witnefles (who cou'd not fpeak Englijh) 
fvvore againft him, but in that Office (which I neither 
foMght nor defir'd) I did him no Injuilice, but truly 
and impartially deliver'd to the Court in Engli/h (accor- 
ding to my Oath) what the Evidence faid in French^ 
which he own'd to be true ; and if I had not been 
there, or had been unwilling to comply with the 
Court's Requeil therein, there were enough then pre- 
fent, or if there had been none, fome might have been 
immediately fent for, that would have done what I 
did; for (as I told him) he Ihould not fancy to have 
lx;en difcharg'd for want of fuch an Interpreter as the 
Court thought fit to make Ufe of upon his Trial. 

This I endeavour'd to inculcate upon his Mind, and 
make him fenfible of; but he was fo brutifli and obfti- 
nate, that he would not be fatisfied with any Thing I 
olfer'd to him  in the Matter, faying, he hated to fee 
my Face, and wou'd not attend in Chapel, nor receive 
any publick or private Admonition from me, but with 
his dying Breath declare that  I had been the Caufe of 
his Death, and that he would do me fome IVIifchief or 
other before he died, or haunt me afterwards.    I  told 
him I fear'd him not, nor his Ghoft, but was forry to 
fee him in fuch a furious Paffion (very unfit for a dying 
Perfon) even his Diabolical Animofity againft me, who 
Gonfcentioufly endeavour'd to adminifter fuch fpiritual 
Helps to his Soul, as  by the Grace of God, which I 
implor'd, might be conducive to the refcuing of him out 
of the Snares and Slavery of Sin and Satan, and ad- 
mitting him into the glorious Liberty of the Children 
of God. 

But nothing of this, (as I perceiv'd) could move him, 
or bring him into any ferious Confideration ; fo far 
from this, that his ill-grounded Prejudice againft me 
was fuch, as to make him threaten me one Day when 
he was at Chapel, that he would kick me down Stairs; 
and not contented with that, but he threaten'd alfo to 
tear the Bible which I had lent him to read in while he 
was in the Condemn'd-Hok, faying, hs would fee none 
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of my Books; I told him that was none of my Book, 
but the Book of God, and let him tear it if he durft. 

This was fiich a Piece of impious Wickednefs as I 
never faw during the 15 Years I had been in this me- 
lancholy Employment. Now whether his Malice and 
Rudenefs to me were altogether owing to him, or rais'd 
and fomented by others, I will not determine ; but 
only fay, that I had Caufe enough to fufpeft there were 
fome ill-grounded People in the World (Enemies to the 
Government) that did all they could to crofs my good 
Purpofes in the Difcharge of my Office, as a fmcere 
Minifter of Chrift, I endeavour'd to perform in all Re- 
fpeds, efpecially with regard to thofe poor Souls, whofe 
Sins as Malefaftors, or Poverty as Debtors, brought 
under my Care. 

But to make an End with this Alexander Doze I: 
When he came to the Place of Execution, to which 
lie was carry'd from Nemvgate in a Cart, where I at- 
tended him, and ofFer'd to perform my Office to him, 
which he had often refus'd before, telling him, that 
now I hop'd he would accept of it, and make good ufe 
of thefe laft Moments to reconcile himfelf both to God 
and Man, to redeem the precious Time he had mife- 
rably mifpent, and do whatever he cou'd by hearty 
Prayer to God, to improve this little of it that re- 
main'd, fo as it might be exchang'd for a happy Eter- 
nity. 

With thefe, and the like Admonitions, he feem'd to 
be fomewhat aftefted; but whether that Repentance 
was fmcere, and not to late, was much to be doubted. 
He defir'd my Prayers, which had, and my Pardon alfo, 
whieh he begg'd for his rude and unjuft Behaviour to- 
wards me. 

After I had pray'd with him I retir'd, and left him 
to his private Devotions, for which he had fome Time 
allotted him, then the Scaffold he flood upon was ta- 
ken down, and he was turn'd off. 

He was executed at Eecution-Dsd, on Monday the 5 th 
of Dec. 1715" 

the 
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The Confejfion and Behaviour of Capt. John 
Gordon, Capt. William Kerr, and Mr. 
John Dorrell, for liigh-'treafon, 

THESE three Gentlemen (who had been Officers 
in the Army, viz. Capt. Gordon and Kerr, for a 

confiderable Time under the two late Reigns, and Mr. 
Dorrel of later Years, in the fame Service, for which he 
left the Employment of a Brewer he was concern'd in) 
were try'd for, and convifted of High-Treafon, at the 
Km£5-Bench Bar at Wejlminjier, mz. Dorrel on Tues- 
day the 2 2d of November, 1715, and the other two the 
next Day after ; and accordmgly receiv'd Sentence of 
Death on Monday ths 28th of that Month, being the 
laft Day of the Term. 

While they lay under this Condemnation I conftantly 
vifited them, fometimes in the Room they were kept in 
all together, and at other times in the Chapel, where I 
read the Word of God to them, and pray'd with them, 
endeavouring to difpofe them to a due Examination of 
their paft Lives, and a ferious Confideration of their 
preftnt State, which they had made very deplorable in- 
deed by their Sins, and particularly the horrid Crime of 
High-Treafon they were condemn'd in this World, and 
muft for ever fuffer in the next for, unlefs they took 
timely Care to avoid by a timely Repentance that un- 
fpeakable Mifery they muft inevitably fall into, upon 
their Negleft of feeking Mercy now at God's Hand ; 
who, for the Encouragement of Sinners returning to him, 
has in his Holy Word declar'd. That " He defires not 
" the Death of a Sinner, but that he may be converted 
" and live. 

Upon this I enlarg'd ; and as I fliew'd them on the 
one hand the tender Mercy of God in and thro' Chrift 
to the Penitent, foon the other his fevere Juftice to the 
unrelenting and harden'd Sinner. 

H As 
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As I was one time laying before them the Heinouf- 

nefs and difmal Confequences of Rebellion and Civil 
War, and how the Authors of it and Aftors in it were 
highly guilty before God and Man ; they deny'd their 
being concern'd in any fuch thing : But, not being fa- 
tisfied with this their Anfwer, I advis'd them farther to 
confider and bethink themfelves, and not aggravate their 
cwn Guilt by denying a Fafl: tliey were fairly try'd for, 
and convifted of; dcfiring tlicm impartially to fearch 
and examine their own Confciences in the Matter, and 
then fpeak the Truth, which muft needs terminate in 
the Acknowledgment of their Crime, and that they 
had done very wickedly, who, by their difturbing the 
Peace of a Juft and Gracious King, and the Tranquillity 
of his faithful Subjefts, were the Caufe of fo much 
Bloodflied already, of what may further be fpilt, and of 
other Calamities arifmg on this Account. And herein 
I endeavour'd to make them fenfible of the Mifery they 
had wilfully involv'd themfelves in; praying them fe- 
rioufly to confider, whether it had not been better for 
them to be Loyal than Rebellious ; and not to have (as 
they had in this Treafon) afted contrary to Laws both 
of God and their own Country, for which 'they were now 
to fufFer, not only in this World a fliameful Death, but 
in that to come (unlefs they truly repented) an eternal 
one ofHorror and Mifery, as I have hinted before. And 
therefore I advis'd them now to aft wifely in this weigh- 
ty Matter, by taking due care of their own Souls, that 
were in great Hazard of being forfeited and loft for ever 
by their Wickednefs and Folly. 

Upon this, and feveral other things of the like Na- 
ture, which I reprefented to them, Mr. Gordon faid, 
Jt had been good for them to have been ivlfer. I expeft- 
ed he would have gone on further, and made a fuller 
Confeflion ; but Mr. Dorrel, who was clofe by him, 
for I could not at that, nor at any other time fpeak to 
them privately, giving him a Pufli, he then flopped his 
Mouth, and faid no more. But this Mr. Dorrell and 
Mr. Kerr then made it their Defire to me (as Mr. Gor- 

don 
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dott alfo did) that I would not put them upon any thing 
that requir'd a particular Anfwer from them, for they 
would refolve no Queftions, nor confefs any Sin, but to 
God only, favingthis, " That in general they had been 
" grievous Sinners, and greatly offended the divine Laws 
" through the whole Courfe of their Lives ; and. That 
" therefore God in his Juftice had brought this Cala- 
" mity upon them for their former Sins, and they fub- 
" mitted to his Providence." 

They outwardly behav'd themfelves very civilly and 
refpeftfully, but often pretended fome Bufmefs or other 
to excufe their'Abfence from Prayer, and receiving my 
Exhortations and Inftruftions, which (according to the 
Duty of my Place) I frequently offer'd to tlrem, but 
they would not fully receive them. 

And thus it was with them, who when they were 
brought to the Chapel to join in Prayer and hear the 
Word of God, which (according to my ufual Method) 
I expounded, they faid to me as the rebellious Jews did 
to the Prophet, Jer. ii. 21. Expound Not. This, it 
feems, grated upon them when (as the'Text now and 
then led me) I touch'd on fome Points that were not 
agreeable to their Minds. Neither did they, as I ob-' 
ferved, join in «//the Prayers appointed for the Service, 
which, as a Minifter of the Church of England, and a 
Subjeft of our Lawful Sovereign King George I. I look'4 
upon my felf in duty bound to perform. 

Mr, Gordon at firft was moft unwilling to come to 
Prayer, and moft uneafy at it ; yet afterwards he com- 
ply'd with it (feeming to be better fatisfy'd) and both 
himfelf and the other two at laft confefsM, that they 
werejuftlycondemn'd according to Law ; but neither of 
them would plainly own that this their bloody Defign 
was moft unnatural and heinous. 

As I thought it my Duty to prefs them to declare* 
" Whether they could think it a Lawful thing to dc- 
" throne King George I " ? fo I put the Queftion to 
them, as I had done before to the three Traitors exe- 
cuted at 7)'^«r« the 28th of Oaoher 1715, for which I 
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receiv'd from an unknown Hand a mofl abufive and 
threatning Letter ; but neither of them being willing 
to give an Anfwer to it, I might reafonably infer, they 
were all of a Stamp, and deluded by Satan alike : There- 
fore lendeavour'd ftill to inform their Judgments better, 
Jby obferving to them, Firjl, The Duty of Obedience to 
Principalities and Piyivers, fo much recommended in 
Holy Writ; and then Secendlf, I laid before them the 
Laws and Praftice both of this and other Nations here- 
in ; but they would not receive any thing of this, fay- 
ing, " It matter'd not what their Thoughts had been, 
•" or were ; they did not look upon themfeives oblig'd 
" to reveal them." Thus they evaded the Queftion, 
and would give no Anfwer to it. 

Upon this I further fliew'd them, That they ought to 
give {ome publick Token of their Repentance for the/ai^- 
iick Crime that had defervedly brought them to thi* 
open Shame ; ajid. That fuch a Repentance they could 
not exprefs better, than by an ingenuous Acknowledg- 
ment and open Deteftation and Abhorrence of it, con- 
feffing before God and Man, that they had done 'very 
foolijkly, yea, "very ^wickedly ; and fo beg Pardon of the 
King of Heaven, and his Vicegerent on Earth, as alfo of 
all others they had wrong'd, and caus'd fo much Lofs 
and Sorrow to, 

In this manner I went on, but (I am afraid) to little 
purpofe ; for they told me, " They would not hear me 
" if I harp'd any longer upon this String; and what 
" they only defir'd of me was, my reading to them the 
" Prayers and Leffons appointed for the Day, and no 
" more." By this I plainly favv that their Defign was 
to prevent my giving them thofe Inftruftions which 
their woful Cafe and my Duty to their Souls requir'd. 
And hereupon I told them. That as I found them under 
a fpiritual Difeafe, fo I would not give over trying what 
fpiritual Medicine I could adminiiler to them while they 
were under my Cure. 

Having 
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Having heard that Capt. Gordon had formerly com • 

mitted Murder, I told liim of it, and reprefcnted' to him 
the Heinoufnefs of fuch a Crime : But he denying it, I 
afli'd him, Wliether he did not remember that fome 
Years fmce having kill'd a Perfon here, he then fled from 
Juftice, and went to the Eaft-Indies ; where (TOS;. at 
Bengal) he ftabb'd a Gentleman, and was brought over 
in Chains into England for his Trial ; but the Evidence 
dying by the Way, he efcap'd for that Time ? At this 
he feem'd to be very much furpriz'dand difcountenanc'd, 
and made a Paufe : And then faid. He kneiu nothing of 
thofe Matters. With this Anfwer being not fatisfy'd, 
I defir'd him to fpeak plainer, that it might be known, 
" whether he was, or was not guilty of thofe Fafts." 
To which he reply'd. He 'was not ; adding, " That he 
" would not deny but that a fair Chance might fome- 
" times have happen'd ; but he had made his Peace 
" with God." This is all I could get from him, who 
could not abfolutely difown, nor would plainly confefs 
his Guilt. 

At the Place of Execution, (to which they were car- 
ried from Ne^wgate in a Sledge) I attended them for the 
laft Time, and eameftly exhorted them to make a free 
Confeffion, and repent, i^c. imploring God's Mercy 
and Grace for their Salvation, thro' the alone Merits of 
Chrift. They told me, " They had no Gonfeffion to 
" make, nor no Pardon to aik for what they knew was 
" no Sin. 

I pray'd, fung a penitential Pfalm, and rehears'd the 
Apoftles Creed. When I was at Prayer for them, be- 
feeching God to forgive all their Sins, particularly the 
Crime they now fuifer'd for, Kerr and Dorrell inter- 
rupted me, faying, " They could not join with me in 
" this Petition, for they look'd upon it to be no Crime." 
As for Gordon, he faid nothing then, neither did he 
join with me in any Prayers at ail, nor in the Creed, he 
being of the Romijh Religion, and I am afraid his Fol- 
low-fufFerers were too much inclin'd that Way. 

H After 
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After this, having recommended their Souls to God, 

I withdrew, and left them to their private Devotiont, 
for which they had feme time allotted them : Then 
the Cart (into which they were remov'd out of the 
Sledge at their Arrival) drew away, and they were turn'J 
off, calling upon God to receive their Souls. 

They were executed at Tyburn on Wednefday the 7th 
of December, 1715. 

And to this IJhall add, 'that as I heartily wijh 
that the Number of Malefaftors may not en- 
creafe, hut diminijh; fo J pray God to con- 
vert allthofe that abandon themfelves to wic- 
ked and illegal Courfes, particularly fuch as 
ere of that Diabolical Spirit, He or They 
appear to he of who wrote to me an im- 

\ pudent Letter (without either Date or Name) 
1   of which a true Copy, with my curfory Ani- 
{   madverfions or Remarks thereon, here fol- 

lows : 

'The  LETTER. 

IT is ftrange, as my Lord Whartm faid on a remark- 
able Occafion, that of all Societies of Men, there 
is none praftife fo little common Honetty or Can- 

dour as the Clergy. They preach Morals indeed, but 
never go any further. 
j^ Whether you have not made good this Charafter in 
your Paper relating to the poor Wretches that fufFer'd 
Yefterday, I leave the World to judge. Yeu mull cer- 
tainly be either the moll ignorant Perfon alive, or elfe 
the moil accompliih'd Sycophant; for furely your Que- 

ftions 
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fiions to thofe Wretches are fo very impertinent, and fo 
inconfiftent, that I can hardly repeat them without fur^ 
feiting. You afic them, whether they thought it law- 
ful to dethrone George I. when no Man alive, that has 
the leaft Infight into the Laws of God or Man, can 
doubt of it. Por, is there one Syllable in all the Doc- 
trine of the Church of England, (of which you now 
declare your felfto be a Member) that can juftify depo- 
fmg King James, or abjuring his SOB on account of 
Religion ? 

I Know not what you think now; but turn the Ta- 
bles, and I dare fay you'll be of my Opinion : And fo 
let me ask you, Whether you did not think it a Hard- 
fliip to be driven out of France for your Principles ? 

And fhall not K. J. and his Son have the fame 
Regard, when the Monarcy has been declar'd by all the 
Laws that ever were made till the Revolution, to be 
hereditary and indefeafible ; and this ilrengthned and 
confirm'd by the Church of England, and withal, that 
Paffive Obedience is due to the King, not out of any 
Regard to his Religion, but to his Perfon and Office ? 
And if fo, then can you be alarm'd at the Son's endea- 
vouring to recover what Ufurpers and Rebels tore from 
the Father ? And are there any other Means of accom- 
plifhing this b\it by the Sword ? And is then the Loyal 
Subjeft, that is under a Duty both by the Laws of God 
and Man, to affift his lawful Prince in dellroying Ufur- 
pation and Rebellion, to be hang'd, drawn, and quar- 
ter'd ? Is there any Difference between G—— and a 
common Rob'oer ? This defends his Acquifition by force, 
and fo does the other. And has either of them any ' 
other Plea for their Wrongs but Power ? Will any Man 
pity George when he is detlironed ? 

Give over your Cant, thou vileft of Mankind : For- 
bear your Flatteries and Lies in prejudice of your law- 
ful King J. the 3d, or elfe youi- Funeral Elfgy iljall 
foon be cry'd about the Streets. 

H 5 "DlreBtd 
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DireSled thus : 

To the Reverend 

Mr. Paul Lorrain, 

At his Houfe near St. Barthohmeiv-Chfe, 

Weft-Smithfield. 

REMARKS on the foregoing Letter. 

HE R E is a Saying alledg'd as fpoken by a Noble 
Lord, on a remarkable Occafion ; but what that 

Remarkabk Occafion was, this Detraftor does not think 
fit to tell us However, let thofe of the Clergy look to 
it, who do not lead fuch a Life as becomes the Gojpel of 
Chriji. This does not concern me; I am not to anfwer 
for them. 

I refer thofe Papers of mine, about the Traitors ex- 
ecuted at Tyburn, to the impartial Confideration of the 
honeft and underftanding Reader. 

This fcurrilous Writer here difcovers his furious Paf- 
fion, not any Reafon at all, he having none for his 
giving me thefe hard Names. 

The Queftion I put to thofe Rebels and Traytors he 
would not find Impertinent and Inconfiftent, were he not 
fuch a One himfelf, who moft unjuftly and blafphe- 
moully prefumes here to afperfe the beft o/" K I N G S, 
•with that Spirit of Rebellion, which fpeaks him either 
a Fapift or an Atheift, or both. 

Here he fets down his erroneous Opinion, and would 
onake us believe it to be a Law univerfally receiv'd, and 
a Dodtrine particularly taught by the Church of England. 
But more of this and of his Uneafinefs about K. James, 
and his pretended Son, which I Ihall have occafion to 
fpeak to by and by. 

If he will know my Thoughts, let him be inform'd. 
That as I was driven out of frame by the Cruelty of 

the 
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the Fopijh Religion, fo (by the Grace of God) I Ihall do 
my utmoft to prevent that Bloody Religion's driving mc 
out of England. 

If he will have Law, and will know the Reafons for 
the late Revolution, let him look back to the Legal 
Praftices of former Times in fuch Cafes, and let him 
read the Statutes of Queen Elixaheth, and particularly 
the AiS of Parliament made (upon King Jamcs\ Abdi- 
cation) for the Settlement of the Crown as it now is, 
and I hope will for ever remain in the Royal Family 
of our Moft Gracious Sovereign iiing GEORGE, whom 
God  preferve. 

What he underftands by Hereditary and Itidefeafible, 
and what Laws he means here, he does not plainly tell; 
Neither does he appear much difpos'd to l^(in-R.ejyiancc, 
or PaJJi've-Oledience, though he makes fuch a Noife 
of it. 

As for the Doftrine of the Church of England, bv 
which he vainly endeavours to fupport his weak Aigu' 
ments, it evidently makes againft him ; for it condemns 
all fuch Rebels as he is, who (contrary to the Preceprs 
of Chrift and His Apoftles) refufc to be fubjeii to the 
fonuers that are, and do/peak EHJHof Dignities. And 
for his better Information herein, let him read St. Mai- 
theiv 7.2. 21. Rom. 13. i, &c. Tit. 3. 1. and i Pet. 2. 
13. 14- 

Thefe Names of Vfurpers and Rebels properly belong 
to the Pretender and his Adherents, and all Forjkvorn 
Favourers of that reftlefs and traiterous Party ; the vry 
Spirit whereof the Author of this impudent Letter does 
fo lively exprefs therein. 

^ The Loyal Subjedl indeed is to affift, and will affiftt 
his Lawful Prince. And pray, Who is this Lawiiil 
Prince, but King George ? And, who are thofe here 
mention'd that have been hanged, drawn and quarter-d, 
but fuch as were Rebels, and confequcntly uef^w'd that 
Punifhment ? j 

This ftrange Comparifon, wKirfi none but a moil 
profligate Wretch can make, Ihews fiieir Religion and: 
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Manners, who are the Promoters of Popety and Arbi- 
trary Poiver. 

There will be no Caufe of Pity, but rather of Praife, 
chear&lly giving Thanks to God, and with loud and 
joyful Acclamations congratulating His Anointed, Our 
Moft Gracious Sovereign Lord King George, when the 
Almighty (hall have given him the Necks of his Ene- 
mies, as he has the Hearts of all honeft Men and true 
Protejiants. 

As I do not deferve thofe reproachful and unjull Ap- 
pellations of Vilejl of Mankind, Flatterer and Lyar, fo 
neither does the Pretender that of my Lanvful King J. 
the 3d. I have heartily abjur'd him, and do in like 
manner abhor all the bafe and treacherous Praftices of 
his audacious Party ; and am not terrify'd with thefe 
their Threats of having my Funeral Elegy foon crfd about 
the Streets, tho' at the fame time I am ienfible enough 
of fuch wicked Men's Malice and Ill-will to me. But 
let me advife them, out of my Good-will to their Souls, 
That they would betimes look to themfelves and repent, 
duly confidering, that there is a jufl; God, who will one 
Day call them to a very fevere Account for all their 
pernicious Deeds, and particularly for thofe Tumults 
they have rais'd, that Blood they have ihed, and other 

-'Mifchiefs they have done in a Nation thatliv'd in Peace 
before. 

Now for a Conclufion, I fhall here obferve. That as 
this whole Letter fwells with horrid Abfurdities and 
Lies ; fo neither is the very Superfcription of it without 
Miftake ; forafmuch as I have no Houfe nor Lodgings 
in the Place it is direfted to : Which (perhaps) might be 
the Occafxon (as I gather from the Tenour of it) that 
'twas thirty Days after its being written e're it came to 
my Hand ; which was the 2C)t]xoi No'vember laft. And 
the Reafon why I then did not, and now do, anfwer it, 
3s becaufe I was in hopes this wicked Party would re- 
form : But finding they do not, I muft here give them 
Warning, praying them to confider the heinous Sins and 
unfpeakable Miferies they are daily involving themfelves 
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in, who thus prefume to continue provoking God's In- 
dignation and Wrath, by their rejifttng the Powers that 
be, luhkh (faith St. Paul) are ordain d of God ; and by 
their difturbing the whole Nation in general, and abvi- 
fing me in particular, ivho am quiet (and I hope not ufe- 
lefs) in the Land. 

The true Copy of a Paper deliver'd by Henry 
Powel, wherein he gives necejfary Cautions 
to all Waggoners and Carriers., how to pre- 
vent their being robbed. 

1 Henry Howard, alias Powel, which laft is my right 
Name, was condemn'd for a Robbery on the High- 
way on Barnet-Coramon, on the Body of Sarah 

Maddocks, and taking from her z j. (> d. in Money. I 
was born the 5 th of Auguft, 1691, in the Liberty of 
the City of London, of very honeil and reputable Parents-; 
whofe Care and luduftry in my Education was fufficient 
to qualify me for any Bufmefs whatfoever ; and, with 
the Grace of God, to prevent this ignominious Death : 
At nine Years of Age I was put to Merchant-Taylor''s 
School, under Mr. Pickering ; and in two Years Time 
was remov'd under Mr. Parcels, from whence (in a 
fhort Time) I was remov'd to the Care of the learned 
Dr. Shorter ; and attain'd, at twelve Years of Age, to 
fuch a Knowledge of the Greek and Latin Tongues, as 
none could exceed me : Being about that Time taken 
from Latin, I was put to Writing and Arithmetic, in 
which I improv'd my felf very much ; and being qua- 
lify'd for any Trade whatfoever, none was (to my Mif- 
•fortune) approv'd of as a Surgeon, and accordingly was 
bound, at Surgeons-Hall, to a very eminent and inge- 
nious Man of that Profeflion, who profefs'd both Phar- 
macy and Surgery, and (tho' I fpeak it to my Shame) 
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one who, by his exemplary Piety and Virtue, might 
have ingrafted good Principles into the Hearts of any 
lefs obdurate tnan   mine;   and,   how many thoufand 
times have I repented within my felf for flighting his 
wholefome Admonitions j and once I remember, in a 
prophetic Way I believe, he told me, that this untimely 
Death was predeftinated Fortune, unlefs I reform'd my 
felf.    But my Father and Mother dying in a little time 
after I was bound, expos'd me to feveral Wants, that I 
proteft the Remainder of my Apprenticefhip, while my 
Mailer  liv'd,   was  tedious to  me.    But,   however  it 
pleas'd God to take my Mailer to Himfelf before I had 
lerv'd fix Years, and my Miftrefs leaving oil" this Bufi- 
nefs, I was expos'd to all the Inconveniencies and Frowns 
of Fortune, and (as it were) deftitute, being but eigh- 
teen Years of Age ; but however. Almighty God was fo 
gracious to me in preventing my falling into bad Com- 
pany, tho'  reduc'd to  Want; but  going one Day to 
vifit a Kinfwoman of mine, Ihe fancying a Ring which 
I had, was willing to exchange it for hers, but after- 
wards  it not  proving according to  her  Expectations, 
contriv'd and took me out of my Bed ; and not  being 
permitted to beg pardon, or make any Apology for my 
felf, was fent to Flandeis for a Foot-Soldier, which was 
undoubtedly the Ruin of me ; for, having not frequent- 
ed vicious Company before, I fulfill'd the Saying of St. 
Faul, that, Eml Communication   ctrrufts good manners. 
I continu'd in that Station almoft three  Years, tho' I 
made two Attempts to regain my Native Country again, 
but was re-taken, and narrowly mifs'd a fevere Punifh- 
ment;   and, confidering the Mercy and Providence of 
God in my Deliverance, I was refolv.'d to content my 
felf in the Circumftances I was in, and got acquainted 
with feveral of the Clergy, who took .great Delight in 
my Converfation, having the Latin Tongue as fluent as 
my Native : And altho' no means was neglefted for my 
Converfion to their Faith, God Almighty open'd the 
Eyes of my Underllanding, to difcover their Infinuations, 
confute their Arguments, and contemn their fuperftitious 
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Idolatry; their Purgatory, Invocation of Saints, and 
the DoSirine of Tranfubftantiation, were the main Ob- 
ftacles of my Converfion. Would Time permit me, I 
would expound the Arguments they us'd to prove the 
Verity of them, and my Objeftions; but it being the 
Day before my Death, and having a great Task to per- 
form, and but little Time to perform it, I hope you'll 
excufe me ; and therefore I'll proceed to give you an 
Account of my Efcape from thence, altho' I had nar- 
rowly efcap'd twice before, yet beginning to grow un- 
eafy again, I was refolv'd to have the other Trial, and 
accordingly June the 27th, 1712, with feven more, I 
made my Way to Holland, from whence, in a ftiort 
time, by the Affiftance of an honeft Mailer, bound for 
Burlington in Torkjhire, I regain'd my native Country, 
and in nine Days after my Defertion from Neivport, I 
came to Fair Augujia, Albion's Metropolis. 

Finding every Thing turn'd up-fide down, and not a 
Friend left that would ferve me, I began to refledl and 
repent within my felf for leaving my Military Funftion, 
being reduc'd to that Want, that I mail either beg or 
fteal; the former I defpis'd as defpicable, the latter I 
dreaded as deftruftive to my Soul and Body : And there- 
fore I apply'd my felf to a fervile Employment at the 
V/ater-fide, and I wi(h to God I had continu'd in that 
Station ; but getting acquainted with an idle Fellow, I 
was feduc'd to the Commiffion of a Faft, for which he 
dy'd ; and Almighty God, who knew the Innocence, 
of my Heart at that time, was merciful to me, that 
(by his fatal Example) I might reform my Life and Con- 
verfation, which God Almighty to promote, fent me, 
as loving, tender, and endearing a Wife as ever Man 
enjoy'd ; who endeavour'd (by her Aftions and Beha- 
viour) to convince me that the wicked Courfes I took 
would be my inevitable Ruin ; and to do her Juftice, as 
I am a dying Man, had I been rul'd by her, I had ne- 
ver come to this untimely End.; and there's no tranfi- 
tory pleafure that with Regret I leave, but her dear 
Company: My Heart melts within at the Thoughts of 

her; 
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her ; and if ever Love was reciprocally joyn'd, it was 
between us ; and therefore I humbly beg of every body, 
that they would call no Refleftions upon her ; and to 
vindicate her from any Confederacy with me, I kept her 
ignorant of my way of Living for a long time, till my 
coming into Trouble acquainted her with it; and altho' 
I think a ConfelSon to Almighty God is a fuiRcient 
Acknowledgment in this World, I'm oblig'd (for Vin- 
dication of her) to acquaint Mr. Fbtcher, that his Wag- 
gon was robb'd by my felf iin;! Thomas Edwards, at 
Se'uenoak in the County of Kent; and I never fold any 
but to Mrs. Keys, except one dozen of Handkerchiefs to 
another Perfon, whofe Name I omit, tho' he does not 
deferve it at my Hands ; and as for other Matters, as it 
is not in my power to retaliate thofe Perfons I have 
wrong'd, I think it needlefs to bring other Men into 
Trouble, who have been either Confederate or Receiver. 
But this Caution Pll give to all Country-Waggoners, to 
take particular Care of their Waggons in the Inn- 
Yards at Night: As to the Fad I die for, I acknow- 
ledge it juft, but being in Liquor, was feduc'd by that 
Villain Edvjards, or I had prevented this Misfortune. 

I count this ignominious Death as a juft Judgment for 
my Sins againft His Divine Majefty and my Neighbour, 
and therefore patiently refign my felf, with Patience, 
to His Blefled Will, and hope (with true Repentance 
and a ftedfaft Faith in Chrift Jefus) He will feal my Par- 
don in Heaven before I go hence, and be no more feen : 
And I blefs God, I have had more Confolation under 
my Condemnation than I ever had thefe many Years ; 
and I hope that thofe who furvive me will take Warn- 
ing by my fatal End. I have this Comfort, that no 
Man can accufe me of enticing them to the CommijTion 
of fuch Fafts, efpecially one Perfon, who hath accus'd 
me of it fmce my Condemnation ; but for the Value I 
have for him, I'll omit' his Name, and defire him to 
take Warning by me ; being refolv'd within my felf, 
that if God had prolong'd my Days, I would relinquifh 
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all fuch Courfes.    This  is 
paft ; Witnefs my Hand, 

Dec. 22, 1715. 
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a true Acconnt of my Life 

Henry Po-ivell. 

A true Copy 0/ //?7f P A P E R deliver''d to the 
Sheriffs of London hy Colonel Henry Ox- 
burgh, who was Drawn., Hanged, and 
gartered at Tyburn for High-Treafon, 
againfi His Majejiy King GEORGE I. 
May 14, 1716. 

CUSTOM has made it almoft neceflary for Per- 
fons in my Circumftances to fay, or leave fome- 

what by their laft Words, declaring their Sentiments 
with relation to what they die for : In Compliance with 
which, I have thought fit to make the following De- 
claration. In the firft Place, I declare I die a Member 
of the Holy Rbman Catholick Church, tho' a very un- 
worthy one, and I defire all the Members of that Com- 
munion to aifift my Soul with their charitable Prayers. 
I declare my felf in Charity with all the World, and do 
from my Soul forgive all my Enemies, and all others 
who have any ways injur'd or done me wrong; and par- 
ticularly, I forgive all thofe who have promoted my 
Death by malicious Mifreprefentations or otherways, 
and earneftly beg God to forgive them, and grant them 
the fame Bleffings I defire for my own Soul. I like- 
wife ask Pardon of all fuch as I have offended. 

It has been faid, that the Catholicks, who were taken 
at Frefton, engaged in that Affair in View only of fet- 
ting a Catholick King on the Throne, and re-eftabliih- 
ing the Catholick Religion in England; but that is not 
the only Calumny charged on them. I declare for my 
own particular, that if King James III. had   been a 
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••MI 

[ 162 ] 
Proteftant, I fliould think my felf oblig'd to pay him the 
fame Duty, and do him the fame Service, as if a Ca- 
tholick ; nor do I know any Catholick that is not of 
the fame Principle : For I never could find that either 
by the Laws of God, or the antient Conftitution of the 
Nation, Difference of Religion in the Prince made any 
Change in the Allegiance of the Subjeft. 

I might have hop'd from the great Charafter Mr. Wills 
gave me at Prejion (when I treated with him for a Sur- 
render) of the Clemency of the Prince now on the 
Throne (to which he faid we could not better entitle 
ourfelves than by an early Submiffion) that fuch as 
furrender'd themfelves Prifoners at Difcretion on that 
Prolpefl, would have met with more Lenity than I 
have experienc'd; and I believe England is the only 
Country in Europe, where Prifoners at Difcretion are 
not underftood to have their Lives faved. 

I pray God of his infinite Goodnefs to reftore the 
Nation to its former Happinefs, by extinguifhing all 
unhappy Divifions, that all Animofities and Feuds may 
be buried, and no other Emulation remain among the 
Subjefts of Great-Britain, but who Ihall be moft zea- 
lous in advancing the true Glory of God, and the true 
Intereft of the Nation. 

Henry Oxburgh. 

nil 
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A true Copy of a PAPER deliver'd to the 
Sheriffs of London hy Richard Gafcoign, 
who was Drawn., Hanged and gartered c.t 
Tyburn for Higli-Treafon, againji His 
Majefiy King GEORGE I. which he de- 
livered at the Place of Execution^ May 
25,  1716. 

I Take it to be my Duty to leave this Paper behind 
me, to refute thofe fahe Accufations and Calumnies 
that have been defignedly fpread by People, who, I 

^m afraid, took Pains to procure unhappy Wretches to 
Confirm them. 

In the firft Place, I declare I die an unworthy Mem- 
ber of the Holy Catholick Apoftolick Roman Church, 
and do acknowledge my felf to be the greateft of Sin- 
ners ; but bleffed be my God, I hr^ve a firm Confidence 
in the Sufferings of my Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, 
by whofe Merits I hope I fhall be faved. 

I from the bottom of my Heart forgive all thofe that 
were my Enemies and Perfecutors; and hope Almighty 
God in his great Goodnefs (and I befjech him to do it 
as heartily as I beg Pardon for my own Sins) will par- 
don them, and give them Grace to repent. 

And I earneftly beg Pardon of all thofe whom I have 
any ways otFended or injur'd, and lament that it is not 
in my Power to make them Reparation; but as they 
expedt to be forgiven, I hope they will do fo to me. I 
allo beg Pardon of all thofe whom I have difedify'd by 
my Life or Converfation. 

That I have had an uncommon Ardour or Zeal in 
my Duty and Loyalty for my moll injur'd and Royal 
Sovereign King James IlL I own at my Death, as I 

did 
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did to every Body that knew me whilft I liv'd ; and I 
affirm that it was not only on the Accpunt of his being 
a Roman CathoUclt, or any worldly View, but from 
a true Senfe of my Duty, as I took my felf to be bound 
fcy the Laws of God and mj Country; and as his fuc- 
ceeding to the Throne of his Anceftors could only 
make thefe three Kingdoms happy; and from impartial 
Accounts of his Royal Perfon and Qualities, which 
make him one of the moft meriting Princes in the 
World. 

My Loyalty defcended to me from my Ancellors, 
my Father and Grand-father having had the Honour to 
be facrific'd in doing their Duties to their Kings, Charles 
I. and James II. 

I think it incumbent on me to do Juftice to a Gen- 
tleman, whofe Name I was fbrry to hear mention'd at 
my Trial; which furely was irregular and unpreceden- 
ted, to give Evidence of any Treafon that had no rela- 
tion to what I was indifted of: I declare, in the Prefence 
of God, I never faw him but twice, and in thofe Times, 
I think, there was not a Word talked of Principle or 
Party. And I declare in the fame folemn Manner, I 
never knew any of his Meafures or Defjgns; or ever 
had any Intimacy of any kind with him: And declare, 
that what was fworn at the Council and at xay Trial, 
was falfe in relation to him. 

And I know a great Man Ihould fay, I was intimate 
with a Lord in the To^wer: I declare, I never fpoke to 
him, nor faw his Hand-writing, nor to tsvy Knowledge, 
was I ever under the fame Roof with him ; nor was I 
ever Agent, or employ'd by any Perfon in my Life 
(as was fuggefted at my Trial) in any Political Deiign ; 
nor did I ever carry a Letter, or was ever entrulted by 
one great Man to another j nor did I ever know of any 
Concerted Meafure to reftore my Royal Mailer in my 
life, more than what was talked in Publick, and in the 
Papers ; nor, as I expeft Mercy, did I, diredly orjndi- 
reftly, know any Thing of the Arms that was feiz'd at 
Bath, direded to R. G, as was faid at my Trial. 

And 
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And as to Mr. CuterttWs Evidence againft me, of 

jiiy being in the Market-place on Saturday in the Af- 
ternoon, and that he faw me there: To my Knowledge, 
I had not been there until feven o'Clock at Night, 
when he cou'd not fee me j and if he did, not with my 
Sword drawn, his Evidence was entirely falfej and he 
fent me Word two Days before my Trial, that he cou'd 
not fwear any Thing againft me whatever. And he 
faid I was in the Council of War ; I never (fo far 
from being in it) knew the Houfe it was held in, nor 
did I know there was one held. 

The Evidence of the Footman Walmjly was as falfe, 
he fwearing me drinking of Brandy with Excife-men, 
fix Times on Saturday in the faid Market-place. 

Thefe are the two Men that fwore me out of my 
Life ; I forgive them with all my Heart, and recom- 
mend  to them to repent. 

And as I have upon the Word of a dying Man, de- 
clar'd all thefe Truths, in order to caution People not to 
believe Reports, and to do all the Juftice I am capable 
of doing ; fo now let me recommend to all People to 
think of their Duties to God and their Country, and 
to heal all Divifions, and exhort them to think of the 
Means of uniting and reconciling all their Interefts, and 
unite in the only Meafure that can render them happy: 
Which tliat they may do, I beg of Almighty God to 
direft them, and that they may compafs it. 

I blefs my God, v>ho has given me the Grace to 
fubmit patiently to all the Injuries that has been done 
me ; as alfo for enabling me to refift the many Temp- 
tations I have had frequently, in relation to a Gen- 
tleman, upon whofe Account, I prefume, they have 
taken my Life, becaufe I v/ould not concur to take his 
Life : but God forgive them, I do heartily. 

And I humbly beg the Prayers of all good Chriftians. 

May 25,  1716. Richard Gafcoigne. 

Whereas 
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The Behaviour of Mr. William  Paul and 
John Hall, Efq;, for High-Treafon. 

MR. P^a/a Clergyman, and had been then late a 
Member of the Nonjuring Church, otherwife the 

true Catholick Nonjuring Church of England (to make 
ufe of his and Mr. Hair& own ExprelTions) would never 
enter into the Verge of arguing concerning his mi- 
llaken Principles; for when I would have Ihew'd him 
how contrary his Aftions had been to thofe plain Pre- 
cepts which we have in Rom. xiii. i. Tit. iii. i. i Pet. 
ii. 13, iSc. all the Anfwer he gave me to this was, 
" That I took thofe Texts in one Senfe, and he in 
" another :" But indeed, it feem'd by his difloyal Pra- 
ftices he was as far from having a right Underllanding 
of them, as he was unwilling to be better inform'd. 

When he and Mr, Hall was carry'd to Tyburn, as 
foon as they were taken out of the Sledge into the 
Cart, they defir'd to have a Minifter of their own 
Communion (as they call'd it) to pray with them, 
which was granted, and accordingly fuch a Minifter 
(whoever he was, or whence he came, I knew not) ftept 
into the Cart, and pray'd by them a confiderable 
Time, and then fuddenly went off. 

No fooner had he made his Exit, but Mr. Taul be- 
gan to make his Speech; wherein he refleft'd mofl: un- 
worthily on the late happy Revolution, and the Glo- 
rious Inftruments of it, fparing neither crown'd Heads, 
nor the Bifliops and Minilters that were legally confe- 
crated and ordain'd lince that Revolution, nor any others 
that had taken an Oath to it; the faid Mr. Faul go- 
ing on at this Rate, he was defir'd to forbear fuch un- 
becoming Expreffions, not fit to be heard : Upon this 
he ftopt, and he and Mr. Hall deliver'd each of them 
a Paper to the Sheriii.    This done, I went up to pray 

by 
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by them; but Mr. Paul being then on his Knees read- 
ing a Prayer in Writing (whether in his own or ano- 
ther's Hand I can't tell) I did not difturb him, but let 
him go on in his reading. When he had done, and 
was got up, I then addrefs'd myfelf both to him and 
Mr. Hall, telling them, that I was come to do my 
laft Duty to their Souls, which I heartily recommended 
to God's Mercy, praying him, that he would be pleas'd 
to enlighten their dark Minds, and undeceive their de- 
luded Hearts, that they might acknowledge the Truth, 
renounce their Errors, and ask Pardon of him (our good 
and gracious God) whom they had greatly offended, 
and likewife of the King and thefe Nations, that they, 
and thofe of their Party, had fo much difturb'd. And 
here I advifed them alfo to warn the People to be Loy- 

^al and truly religious, taking Care not to follow their 
Steps in Rebellion and unfound Principles, left they 
fhould be brought to fuch a fliameful and untimely Death 
as* themfelves were now come to: But inftead of com- 
plying with thefe Admonitions, they itill perfifted tena- 
cious in their Way, endeavouring to juftify their Ac- 
tions to the Standers by, who feem'd to be fo far from 
liking, that they fliew'd a great Abhorrence of their 
wicked Praftices and fcandalous Speeches. 

I did what I could to take off their Thoughts from 
thefe, and turn them to better Objefts, offering to pray 
with them ; but they were not very defirous I fliould, 
neither would they kneel at my Prayers, as they did 
at their Nonjuring Minifter's; upon which I told them, 
that fince they were unwilling to kneel down with me, 
I would ftay till they were ty'd up, which I did, and 
then pray'd. 

When I had begun to pray, I perceiv'd Mr. Paul 
was affefted, and would fain then have kneel'd, but a 
Perfon ftanding by him, told him he could not. As for 
Mr. Hall, he would not at all join in Prayer with me, 
but all the while turn'd his Back upon me, a Thing 
which no Proteftant ever did before on fuch an Occa- 
fion.   This oblig'd me, after I had done praying, to 
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tell Mr. Ha//, Methinks you might have been more fe- 
rious and more civil : What Harm have I done to you, 
in imploring God's Mercy to your Soul f One would 
think you might very well have join'd with me here- 
in, is'c. Having faid this (to which he made no Reply) 
and given them both fome further Admonitions, and 
begg'd of God of his infinite Goodnefs thro' Chrift, to 
convert and fave them, I left them to their Recolleftiou 
and private Devotion. Then the Cart drawing away, 
and they being turn'd off, the People gave a mighty 
Shout, and with loud Acclamations faid, God fave King 
GEORGE. 

They were executed at lyium on Friday the  13 th of 
Jufy 1716. 

li 

'The Behaviour and Confejfion of Jofeph 
Still, alias Cocterel, (or rather Cockerel, 
nick-nani'd Robin Chicken^ who was hang'd 
en a Gibbet erected for that Purpofe, on 
Stamford-Hill, for a Murder hy him com- 
mitted the ^th 5/January 17,16-7, near 
Newington Church in Middleiex, on the 
Body of John Green, an honefi Servant to 
a worthy Gentleman. 

Robert Sti/l, alias Cockeri/l, alias Rohin C/iiclien, was 
much under (tho' he feem'd to be above) 40 

Years of Age, (fo he began with a Lie) that he was 
born in the Country ; but would not tell in what 
Tovvnor Parifli; that he had been nine Years in the 
Semce, whether at Sea or Land, he did not declare : 
That he had kept a Houfe in London for three Years 
together j but what he did all that while, or had done 
before, he would by no means let me know, except that 

he 
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he fometimes fold Poultry, and got his Livelihood very 
honeftly.    He would not confefs himfelf guilty of the 
Murder for which he was condemn'd, faying, he kill'd 
the Man in his own Defence: But when I ask'd him. 
What  Bufmefs he had to climb over the Wall into a 
Gentleman's Garden, and then make hafte to run away; 
he could give no Anfwer to that, neither did he feem 
ready  to juftify himfelf when I told him of his being 
known to be an old Offender, and was reported to have 
been fo long engag'd in the wicked Trade of robbing, 
as to have been fome Years before, one (and was then 
the laft furviving Perfon) oi Whitnefi Gang; and that 
I remember'd he had been in Newgate before, under 
the Lafti of the Law, being order'd to be whipt for a 
Felony he had committed fome Years before.    Befides, 
the Record produc'd againll him in Court fully prov'd, 
that he had been burnt  in the  Hand at Hartford, for 
robbing a Lady in that County ; to which he gave me 
this Anfwer, " I am forry the World fhould have fuch 
" an ill Opinion oi me, I have done nothing to deferve 
" it."    After this I a.sk'd him, whether he was not 
the Man that formerly v,'ent by the Nick Name of Ra- 
bin Chicken, given him on account of his robbing feve- 
ral Perfons, Higlers and others, of their Cocks, Hens, 
Chickens, ijfc. TJiis unexpefted Queftion fo much fur- 
priz'd and confbund'd him, that I prefently perceiv'd he 
was at a Non-plus, not knowing at firft what Reply he 
fliould make to it, which  recollefting myfelf, inclln'd 
me to conclude he was the Man, and told him fo, add- 
ing, that therefore he muft needs be that wicked Per- 
fon concern'd in the Murder of Mr. John Stone at Ship- 
ferton, with Thomas Mars, alias  Cudley, who  was  exe- 
cuted for the fame  on  Friday the   15 th   oi December 
1710.    To which (after a Paufe) he gave me this An- 
fwer, " That he never went by the Name of Robin 
" ChicBti, nor knew any Thing of Thomas Mars, nor 
" of Mr. Stone's Murder, fo  far as he could then re- 
" member."   Which having faid, I ftill more and more 
prefs'd him to clear his Conicience about thefe and other 
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Matters, and not die in the Denial of his Sins, inlm- 
penitence and Hardnefs of Heart; but all I could fay 
did not appear to melt him into Repentance, till he faw 
Death making its clofer Approaches to him, then in- 
deed he feem'd to relent a little, yet without fiiewing 
that deep Sorrow for his evil Deeds, which would have 
well become him, and he could not have forborn to 
exprefs, had he truly repented, and been inwardly affe- 
fted with Grief and Contrition of Heart for having fo 
Leinoufly offended God, and wrong'd his Neighbour as 
he had done. I here again endeavour'd to perfwade 
him to confefs what Robberies he had committed, and 
particularly whether he was concern'd in, or knew any 
Thing of that in Mr. Eeard/iya Houfe at Neivington in 
Middkfex, out of which a great Quantity of Pewter 
and other Things were taken, about three Weeks before 
he perpetrated the Murder he then flood condemn'd for. 
To this he anfwer'd, " That he could not (nor ought! 
" to expeft he fhould) make any Confeffion of being 
•" guilty of Fadls he knew nothing of." This was not 
a pofitive Anfwer, yet he thought thereby to impofe 
on me, and make me believe him innocent. He be- 
ing indicted by two Names, njix.. Jofeph Still alias Cot- 
terel, I ask'd him which of thefe was his right Name, 
he anfwer'd, that his right Name was Jofefh Cockerel, 
not Cotterel. Then I faid to him. What makes People 
call you Jofeph Still? Why, faid he, " That's right 
*' enough, I am Jofeph ftill, and ftiall be fo as long as 
" I live." Thus he made a Jeft with the Word Still, 
im AUufion to the Meaning of it j whereupon I obferv'd 
to him, that this merry Turn was very unfeafonable, 
and very improper for a Man in his woeful Condition, 
who, one would think, fhould have more ferious 
Thoughts, at fuch a Time as that efpecially; but it 
feems he lov'd the left too well to let it be loft tho' he 
was upon the Brink of Eternity, and his Soul in great 
Danger of everlafting DelfKhftion, which I endeavour'd 
to make him fenfible of; but it was with much Difficult 
t^ )ie could in any Degree be brought to a Senfe of his 
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heinous Sins, and to an Apprehenfion of the dreadful 
Judgments- of God hanging over his Head for them, 
unlsfs he prevented this his approaching Mifery by ear- 
neft Prayer to God for the Grace of Faith and Re- 
pentance, and for the Mercy of a free Pardon feal'd in 
Heaven by Chrill; that all his OiFences might be blot- 
ted out, which were (as he at laft confefled to be) many 
and great. 

As this was but a lame and imperfeft Confeffion, 
as it difcovered nothing that might be of Ufe, or any 
Satisfaftion to the World ; fo I told him, that herein 
he did a great deal of Injury, not only to thofe Per- 
fons who had loft their Goods, and knew not how, nor 
by whom they were ftole; but chiefly to fuch as, tho' 
innocent, might perhaps be fufpefted to have been 
guilty of thofe which were fecretly committed by him. 
And upon this, I fliewed him what Neceflity there^ 
was, that he Ihould freely fpeak out the Truth, who 
was in a few Days to make his inevitable Appearance 
before the dreadful Tribunal of the God of Truth, 
could never expeft to be cleat'd there, unlefs he like- 
wife clear'd his Confcience here. But all I could fay 
to oblige him to give a plainer and more particular 
Account of himfelf had no other EfFeft, than the draw- 
ing from him this poor Confeffion, 'ui». That Drun- 
kennefs . (to which he was much addifted) had been 
the Caufe of his Ruin. 

The Approach of Death growing nearer, I preiTeal 
him the more to leave nothing undone, which might 
be done by him for the clearing of his Confcience be- 
fore his Departure out of this World; and therefore 
earneftly defir'd him again, plainly and truly to declare. 
Whether he was not one of Whitney\ Gang ? Whe- 
ther he had not formerly committed fome Robberies 
with Thomas Mars, and had been concern'd with him 
in the Murder of Mr. Stane, and whether he did not 
know of Mr. Beardjlefs being robb'd ? Which Que- 
ftions I had alked him before : And now (as I was de- 
fir'd) added thefe two, i/?. Whether he. knev/ any 

I z Thing 



m [ 172 ] 
Thing of the Murder of Squire Hanfin, who was found 
killed in the Fields near the Vinegar-houfe, fome Years 
ago. zdly. Whether he could give no Information con- 
cerning a Robbery committed in the Houfe of Sir 
Robert Nightingale at Enfield, in Aiigiift? To all which 
feveral Queftions he gave me this one Anfwer, "That 
" he was as innocent of thofe Fafts as the Child un- 
" born, and did not fo much as know any the leaft 
" Thing of them." 

When he was carry'd from Neiogate in a Cart to 
the Place of Execution, where I attended him, exhort- 
ing him to confider well what had brought him to this 
fhaiTieful and untimely lind, and to confefs and repent 
of all his Sins, that he might be deliver'd from Blood- 
guiltinefs, and from all other Guilt. And here I put 
to him again thofe Queftions before mention'd, upon 
which he feem'd uneafy, and ftill perfifted in his former 
Denials ; adding, that he neither knew of, nor was 
ever concern'd in any Murder, fave this for which he 
was then to fuffer, acknowledging (tho' with fome Re- 
luftancy) that his Sentence was juft, and that Ihame- 
ful Death his deferv'd Reward. 

After this I pray'd by him, fung fome Penitential 
Pfalms with him, made him rehearfe the Apottle's 
Creed, and implor'd God's Grace and Mercy to him, 
then withdrew, and he was turn'd oiF. 

He was executed on Friday March 22, 1716-17, at 
Stamford-Hill, on a Gibbet erefted for that Purpofe. 

'fhe Behaviour and Confejfion of John Mon- 
ftieurs for the Murder of John Rule, the 
I "jth of Odober, 1717. 

HE faid he was 27 Years of Age, of good Paren- 
tage, and born at Enwegen in Qelderland : That 
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he had been brought up in the Bufinefs of Merchandi 
zing, and the chief Commodities he commonly  dealt 
in were  Wines and Brandy, which he bought in the 
hnu-Countries, and imported into England.    The Re- 
ligion he profeffed was that he called the  Roman Catho- 
lick.    As to the Fsft he was try'd and condemn'd for, 
he at firft fi;ifly deny'd  it, and would fain have per- 
fwaded me, that he was perfeftly ignorant and inno- 
cent of it; and that he had been a Pcrfon of a good 
Life and Reputation in his own Country ; upon which 
I told him, that tho' I could not charge him v/ith other 
Crimes, as having no Knowledge of him before, yet 
this for which he then ftood condemn'd, was fo evi- 
dent and fully prov'd upon him, that I wonder'd lie 
durft deny it, confidering that fuch a  Denial could not 
clear him before God nor Men, neither would it avail 
him in the leaft as to his prefent  State in this World, 
but would greatly aggravate his Sins and Condemnation 
in  the  Sight  of God,  and make  him infinitely   the 
worfe as to his future State in the other World.    Being 
informed, that fome Time ago he intended to have mar- 
ry'd a Dutch Woman, a Proteftant; and that one of 
the Conditions of the Contraft which was to have been 
made  between them Was,   That  he Ihould leave  the 
Church of Rome and embrace the Proteftant Religion;  I 
afked him whether it was fo ? To which he reply'd, 
it was.    Then afking him further, Whether he was 
ftiU in the fame Mind, that is, Whether he would now 
(as to this Change) do for the Good of his Soul, what 
he promifed  to  perform  for his    Love's   Sake,   and 
would be a Proteftant vi'hether he liv'd or died ? He 
anfwered at firft. That he would ; but after   fome time 
faid, That as he fuppofed both Religions were good, 
and as he was to die very foon, that then he had nei- 
ther Time, nor indeed any proper or free Difpofition 
of Mind, under his prefent Diftraftion and Difquietude, 
to attend any Inftruftions relating to  thofe Points or 
Principles, wherein they differ the one from the other ; 
and confidering alfo that he was born in the Roman Com- 
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jnunion fo lie thought it not fit to renounce it,and embrace 
another; which (for ought he knew) he might have 
done, were he to have liv'd longer in the World ; for 
he was inclineable enough, from the Inftruftions he 
jiad received of me fince his Confinement in Neivgate 
(both before and after his Condemnation) to believe, 
that of the two, the Protejiant Religion was the beft. 
He fo far agreed with me, that he profeiled he rely'd 
on the alone Merits of Jefus Chrift for the Pardon of 
]iis Sins; and that he look'd upon him as the only- 
Mediator between God and Man, and hop'd to be fav'd 
by him. Here (after fome further Inftruftions to fet 
him forward in the right Way) I prefTed him to a free 
Confeffion of all his Sins in general, and in particular 
of that enormous Crime of Murder, which had brought 
him to this fliameful and untimely Death. Whereupon 
iie (the'he pofitively deny'd it before) now own'd, that 
he was Guilty of it, but faid, That the Deceafed ha- 
ving firft began a Quarrel with him, they both by Con- 
fent went out together, to decide the Difference by dent 
of Sword : This he alledging for his Pretence as a le- 
gal (or at leaft allowable) Way, to aik and receive Sa- 
tisfaction for Affronts and Injuries given, was prefently 
(hewn his great Miftake herein, and his indifpenfable 
Duty and Interefl to repent, Befides, I told him, that 
if that was a Duel, I greatly fufpefted him to be the 
Aggreflbr, but could not think otherways, then that this 
Murder was by him committed without Provocation, 
and with all the Aggravation of Bafenefs and Barba- 
rity imaginable, lb which he faid little or nothing 
but this, " I am now to fatisfy the Law for it, and 
" pray God to have Mercy on my Soul. Then I went 
on in exhorting him to Repentance, and fuch a one 
too, as might be proportionable to his liigh Crime, 
crying with Da-vid, Pf. li, 12. Deliver me from Blood- 
guiltinefe, O God! &c. Before I parted at that Time, 
when I had a long Conference with him, which was 
the next Day after I had preach'd chiefly ag.'uiifl Mur- 
der, and I found he was fomething mov'd, and (eem'd 
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to relent. I defir'd him for God's fake, and his Soul's* 
to tell me what Crimes of that Nature, or what other 
heinous Sins he   had committed before, either in his 
own Country or any where elfe.    To which he  re- 
ply'd, that he had formerly fought feveral Duels with 
Officers and other Gentlemen, wounding fome of them, 
but never kill'd any ; and that as to other Matters, he 
had liv'd like other young Gentlemen, not fo well he 
mull confefs as he fhould have .done, for which he im- 
plor'd God's Mercy and Pardon.    Being not fully fatis- 
fy'd with his Confeffion, I further defir'd him to declare 
freely and ingenuoufly, what was the true Caufe of his 
committing that Murder.    To which he giving no An- 
fwer, his Silence put me upon aflcing him this plain 
Queftion, which I prefTed him to anfwer pofitively one 
way or other, •viic. Whether he did not kill the De- 
ceafed with an Intent of having his Money and other 
his Goods ? Whereto he  made this only Reply, Sum 
enough ; and would fay no more, nor exprefs that Sor- 
row he fliould have had for the great Evil he had done, 
and the Guilt he thus contrafted by his Commiffion of 
fuch an inhumane and bloody Faft.    I endeavour'd all 
1 could to make him thoroughly fenfible of his Sin and 
Mifery.    How affefted he was with what I faid, and 
what were his inward Thoughts I know not, but his 
outward Appearance difcover'd his not being much con- 
cern'd.    And this  hard Temper   I was afraid would 
continue with him to the Time of his Death ; but thro' 
God's great Mercy it did not, for at the nearer Ap- 
proach of it, I found that what had been laid before 
him to bring him to Repentance, began to make fome 
ImprelTion on  him, and mollify his obdurate Heart. 
Then he expreffed his Grief for all his Sins, and parti- 
cularly the heinous Crime that had brought this fevere 
Punifhment upon him, and he fully confeffed. That he 
was guilty of wilful Murder ; that the Perfon he kill'd 
had not in the leaft provok'd nor challeng'd him to it, 
and that out of a covetous, malicious, and cruel Heart 
he did it, thinking to find with the Deceafed a great 
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deal of Gold, Money, fefc. but he -wzs difappointed 
therein, for he found but Httle of that about him. The 
manner of his committing that barbarous Murder (v/hich 
he faid none but himfelf knew any Thing of, or was 
concern'd in) was by a Hammer he carry'd in his Poc- 
ket for that Purpofe, and with which he ftruck him in 
divers Places on the Head, and other Parts. When he 
had made an End of this his Confeflion, I reprefented 
to him the horrible Nature of that Fad:, and the great- 
nefs of his Guilt, earneftly exhorting him duly to con- 
fider it, and take it to Heart, to the End he might fo 
repent of it, as to obtain God's Pardon for it, without 
which he muft be eternally miferable. 

With fuch Exhortations as I thought moft proper to 
move him, I endeavour'd to reclaim him out of his dan- 
gerous State. And this I did till he was carry'd to the 
Place of Execution, where I attended him. When I 
was withdrawn from him, he defir'd the Standers-by to 
take Warning by him, and pray for his departing Soul, 
then the Cart drew away, and he was turn'd off, cal- 
ling upon God. » 

He was executed at Tyburn on Friday, Bee. 20, 1717. 

^he ConfeJJlen (?/John Stone, for High-Trea- 
fon, in  counterfeiting  the current  Coin of 
England,   by   making falfe   Shillings   and 

• Half-Crowns. 

HE faid he was 22 Years of Age, born in the Pa- 
rifh of St. Margaret, Weftminjter: That before 

he had attain'd to 12 Years of Age, his Parents bound 
him Apprentice to a Vintner who kept the Bhif Tavern 
in Princes-frett, near Leicefter-f.clds; that when he had 
liv'd there about four Years, liis faid Mafter dying, and 
foon after his Miftrefs too,he then v.-ent to ferve (but notas 
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an Apprentice) sther Vintners alternately, viz. One, 
that kept the King's-Head Tavern near Hicks's-Hall, 
and another the Tun Tavern near Hunger ford-Market in 
the Strand: That after this he went to Hampftead in 
the Summer Seafon, and liv'd fometimes at Mother 
Huff'i, and fome Time after in another Publick-Houfe 
there ; and when he was out of Bufmefs he went to 
his Mother, who then maintain'd him as well as fhe 
was able. As to his Morals and Religion, he could give 
but a flender Account thereof, as having liv'd a very- 
vicious Life, which 'he acknowledg'd in general; yet 
was fo obftinate, as to refufe the Difcovery of thofe 
Things he had moft offended in, and even deny'd the 
plain Fad he was juftly condemn'd for. 

The Behaviour and Confejfion of Henry Chick- 
ley, condemn'd for affaulting Mr. Charles 
Brown on the King's Highway, and taking 
from him a Silver Watch, a Pocket-Book, 
and a Bank Note of 251, July 16, 1717. 

r E faid he was 21 Years of Age, born in the Pa- 
rifh of St. Maiy in Warivick; that he had ferv'd 

a Tobacconift in that Tov»'n for five Years together, who 
employ'd him in cutting and making up Tobicco;. 
that when he left his faid Mailer, he came up to Lon- 
don, and foUow'd the feme Imployment \vii\\ a Tobac- 
conift here, whom he ferv'd two Years; that he had 
been for three Years in the Sea Service, 'uiz. two on 
Board the Roebuck, and one in the Torhay, both Men 
of War. He own'd he had for the greateil Part of his 
Life much neglefted the Service of God, and commit- 
ted many Sins, fuch as Lewdnefs, Debauchery, i^ff. 
but never was guilty of Tlieft or Robbery. He pofi- 
tively deny'd his being concern'd in the Faft he ilood 
condemn'd for; but when afterwards 1 ftiew'd him 
l!0\y he ought ferioufly to confider, that if he \}?£ guiltv 
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of it, and endeavoured to cover it with a Lye, he would 
be fo far from getting any Advantage by fuch a Denial, 
that it would but aggravate his Crime. Upon this he 
faid. That if he he had done it, he was forry for it ; 
and that was all I could get of him. 

At the Place of Execution, to which they were car- 
ried from Ne<wgate, viz. yohn Stone on a Sledge, and 
Henry Chickky in a Cart, where I attended them, and 
with fuch prelTmg Exhortations and Prayers, as I judg^ 
moll proper to ufe for them, I endeavour'd to work 
them into a due Senfe of their miferable Condition by 
Sin in this World, and of the infinitely greater Mifery 
(if they died in Impenitence) which they would under- 
go to all Eternity in the next. Then I alked them fe- 
verally. Whether they ftill perfifted in the Denial of 
their Fafts ? To which they anfwer'd, viz. John Stone, 
That he ihould make no Confeffion to me, nor to any 
body elfe : And Henty Chkkky faid. That he would tell 
me nothing. 

After this, I gave them fome further Admonitions, 
ar.d pray'd again, made them rehearfe the Apoftles 
Creed, and wifh'd their Souls might be fav'd. Then 
retiring from them, the Cart drew away, and they were 
turn'd off, praying for that Mercy which they had fo 
abufed, and fo often rejefted ; but I am afraid they 
came iliort of it, confidering all thefe Things; i_/?. That 
they had been great Offenders, guilty of many ill Fafts, 
and would not particularly own any of them, ^dly. 
That all the Time they were under Condemnation they 
would not be made fenfible of their miferable Condi- 
tion, nor be perfwaded to apply themfelves to God with 
all the Powers of their Souls for Help and Mercy ; 
but inftead thereof, even when at Prayers in the Cha- 
pel, they could not forbear playing with one another, 
and were ready upon any Call, to go out to the Chapel- 
Door and drink there. 3^'^', That the very Morning 
when I had them in Chapel, and told them I was then 
come to meet them for the laft Time there, and hop'd 
they had ,b«en (and were flill)  confidering how they 
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might obtain God's Favour, the Pardon of their Sins, 
ana the eternal Salvation of their Souk; and that to 

•this Purpofe I was come to pray with them, ^c. they 
did not feem at all affefted ; but when I was at Prayer, 
Stone took out of his Bofom one of thofe creeping Crea- 
tures, with which I fuppofed he abounded, and put it 
upon an open Book that lay before Checkkj, and faid. 
See hoiu he is galloping o'ver the Prayers ! 

N. B. When they were come to the Tree, juft be- 
fore they were turn'd off, they exclaimed againft me for 
not adminiftring the Holy Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per to them; which indeed I thought them not in the 
leaft fit to receive ; but upon my telling the People 
that was about the Cart, of their wicked and unheard- 
of Behaviour, I do believe every Man of Reafon and 
Religion wasfatisfied, that that Sacred Ordinance ought 
not to be given to fuch prophane and impious Wretches 
as they were. 

They were executed at Tyburn on Monday Jan. 27, 
1717-8. 

The Behaviour and Confejfion of Ferdinando, 
Marquifs de 'Pa.hotti, for Jlabbing his Servant 
John Niccolo, on the nth of Feb. 1718. 

HE faid he was 38 Years of Age, born of a Noble 
Family in Italy, brought up in the Roman Ca- 

tbelick Religion, and had been for many Years pad an. 
Officer, and was aftually a Colonel of a Regiment of 
Dragoons in the Emperor's Service. In my frequent 
Vifits to him, and Converfation with him in French, 
which (next to his Mother-Tongue) was the Language 
he underftood beft ; he exprefied a great deal of uneafi- 
»efs at his clofe Confinement and his Fetters, an ¥fage 
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he faid, he had never met with before ; and upon that, 
was very much diflatisfied and impatient. He denied the 
Murder he was condemn'd for, and would not at firft 
hear any body talk to him of Repentance ; faying, He 
was a Man of Honour, who never did a baie Thing, 
nor injur'd any Man. It was a great while before he 
could be brought to a ferious Confideration of a Future 
State, and of the Duty incumbent upon, and the great 
Neceffity there was for every Man (dying Men efpe- 
cially) to make a due Preparation for it ; but at laft 
he feem'd to be more affefted with what was laid before 
him in this weighty Matter, and faid. He was obliged 
to me for my good Advice, and he would follow it: And 
fo I hope he did, for as Death made its nearer Ap- 
proach to him, I perceiv'd he grew more confiderate, 
and more devout. Hearing from many Perfons, that 
he had kilPd feveral beyond Sea, I afked him. Whether 
it was fo ? To which he gave me this Anfwer, That 
he never did any fuch Thing, never was guilty of Mur- 
der. At the Place of Execution, to which he was 
convey'd in a Mourning-Coach from Nenxgate, between 
6 and 7 o'Clock in the Morning, I was willing to at- 
tend him, if he defir'd it, but he thank'd me, and on- 
ly defir'd my Prayers, faying. He was a Reman Catho- 
Ijck, and there was no great Need of my taking that 
Trouble : So I did not go ; and therefore can give here 
no Account concerning his Behaviour there. 

An Account of his Behaviour at the Place of 
Execution. 

TH E Marquifs gave into the Hands of Mr. James 
Atklnfm Serjeant of Wood-ftreet-Comfter, fome 

fmall Trinkets, which he defir'd his Acceptance of; 
being a fine fet of Tweezers, a Knife and Fork, with a 
very good Stone to be fet in a Ring: Moreover, he had 
it in his Requefts to the Father that attended him in 
ijis laft Moments, to make a Tender of his beft Af- 
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feftions, and Thanks to his Sifter the Dutchefs of 
Shrewsbury, from whom he had receiv'd many Favours, 
and to whom he had done many Injuries, befeeching 
God to (hower down his Bleffings upon her in this Life, 
and to give both him and her a joyful Meeting in the 
World to come. After which he retired to his Prayers, 
and was tied up. 

Ihe Confeffion, Behaviour, and Laft Speech, 
of James Sheppard, condemn'd for High- 
i'reafon, in imagining and compajjing the 
Death of his moji facred Majejiy King 
GEORGE   I. 

JE faid he was under 18 Years of Age, born in 
_ the Parifh of St. Sa'viom; Soutinvark : That 

when very young, his Father dying, he was left to the 
Care of an Uncle of his, who provided for his Educa- 
tion, and put him to a Latin School at Salisbury, where 
he was about three Years, and afterwards coming up to 
London, was bound Apprentice to a Coach-Painter in this 
City, with whom he had liv'd about fourteen Months 
when apprehended. As to the horrid Crime he ftood 
condemn'd for, he faid. That by the reading of certain 
Sermons and other Books he had learnt. That He 
whom we call Our King, had no Right to the Crown 
of England, and fo he was fully perfuaded, that the 
Killing of Him would be a good and commendable 
thing ; and from that time (which was about three years 
before) he had a mighty Impulfe upon his Heart, that 
he mufl be the Perfon that ftiould do the Deed, namely, 
affaffinate King George I. in his own Palace, and by 
this means make way for the Right Heir, as he call'd 
the Pretender.    When he had thus declar'd his detefta- 
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ble Intention to me, and withal added, " That he ve- 
" rily believ'd it was a Motion that came from God to 
" his Soul;" I then told him, " That as fuch an In- 
" tent was moft wicked, the moil horrid Thought that 
" ever could enter into the Heart of Man ; fo (conil- 
" dering the Nature of it) he fliouId have concluded it 
" rather to be, as it really was, an Impulfe or Suggef- 
" tion from the Devil, who had feduced him, and led 
" him to this unparallell'd Wickednefs; for no other 
" End or Purpofe than to bring general Calamity upon 
" this Proteftant Nation, and Deitruftion upon his own 
" Soul in particular : That, if he had taken the Pains to 
" weigh the Matter well, he would have difcover'd it 
" was fo, and have underilood, that the Law implanted 
" by Nature in every Man's Heart, the Moral Law, 
" and the Divine Law (reveal'd in Holy Scripture) ex- 
" prefsly forbid Murder in general, much more fuch 
" (particularly) as that he would have committed, which 
" ipeaks Horror to humane Nature, as being a Crime 
" of the greateft Magnitude, and by all Laws, and the 
" Senfe of all civiliz'd Nations, puniihable in the moft 
" exemplary Manner ; whereof he might be now con- 
'• vinc'd, if he would fubmit himfelf to be diredted by 
" the Word of God, who (in the Sixth Commandment) 
" exprefsly fays, Thoujhalt do no Murder ; a Command 
" prefs'd more ftill upon us Chriftians by our Blefled 
" Saviour in his Gofpel. Which makes it appear. That 
" the' the Prince he would have murder'd in that trea- 
" cherous Manner, were but a private Perfon, yet the 
" Thought of Killing Him, would have been a heinous 
" Crime. Many Arguments I us'd with him, in order 
" to convince him, if poffible, of his damnable Error, 
" and undeceive his poor deluded Soul; but he would 
" hearken to none. I told him, that as he had had 
" (fince this inhumane Thought came into his Mind) a 
" long time, fo he had Leifure and Opportunity to con- 
" fider the heinous Nature, and the difmal Confequences 
" of it, and alfo might have apprehended that by it he 
" would become liis own Murderer, a Crime that fcarce 
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" admits of Hope for Pardon ; and upon that he fhould 
" have pray'd for Grace, to the end he might have fuch 
" wicked Cogitations remov'd from his Heart.    To all 
" this he reply'd. That he diet pray ; and, That by hirM 
" much he pray'd, by fa much the more he nxjas encoura£d 
" and confirm!d in the Lwwfulnefs of his Defign.    Then 
" faid I to him. Your Prayers,   I fuppofe, were not, 
" that God would be pleas'd to inform your Judgment 
" better ; but probably you pray'd for Succefs in your 
" defign'd bloody Enterprize :   But now, that you fee 
" yourfelf difappointed in it, and not only fo, but muft 
" {hamefuUy lofe your Life for it, I hope you may be 
" fatisfled, that God did not approve of it, and had not 
" fent you upon fuch an Errand;   for if he had, he 
" would have profper'd  it, and you ftiould not have 
" perifh'd in the Attempt ; the Thing Ihould not, as it 
" has, mifcarried in your Hand -. Which ill Succefs that 
" you have had therein, one would think, fhould be a 
" mighty convincing Argument to you, that fuch an 
" unheard of Contrivance was wicked and abominable 
" to the higheft degree : And fo I would have you take 
" it to heart, and duly confider it; and let Reafon and 
" Religion here be admitted, that  by  the true Ufe 
" of them you may perceive,   and be convinc'd, and 
" repent of your unparallell'd Error and loud-crying Sin, 
" have your Heart melted and purify'd, and cry out 
" with thofe  Penitents   mention'd in   the  Scripture, 
"  / ha-ve finned ;  AJ^d nvhatjhall I do to thee, O  thou 
" Prefern)er of Men, and Judge of the nahole World ? 
" Whatjhall I do to hefan^d? Ha<ve Mercy upon me, O 
" Lord, after thy great Goodnefs, &c. 

The Place where I was fometimes difcourfing with 
him (-viz. at the Hatch-door that leads to the Dungeon 
or Condemn'd Hold in the Lodge) being very noify and 
incommodious, by reafon of People's crowding to hear 
what I faid to him, and he to me, I found then I could 
not work much Good on him there, and therefore wifti- 
ed he would give me an Opportunity of fpeaking with 
him in private j but he would not confent to it, faying. 

He 
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He durfl not trufl Inmfelf nuith me. " Why faid I, am 
" I fuch a Monfler, or a Man fo dreadful ? No, reply'd 
" he, but I am afraid of yeur Arguments: I am not a 
" Scholar good enough to anfnveryou. Very well, faid J, 
" if you have not fo much Underftanding as I, why 
" will you not take tny Advice, and that too in a Mat- 
" ter of fo great Moment, and in which it infinitely 
" concerns you to be rightly inform'd ? I will not puz- 
" zle you with fuch Arguments as may be beyond your 
" Capacity to underftand; there is no need of that; 
" but only I would endeavour to make you fenfible, that 
" the Thing you were contriving being moft bafe and 
" abominable, it could by no means proceed from God, 
" nxiha hates Wickednefs, but from the great Seducer and 
" Enemy of Mankind, who (as the Apoftle tells us} 
" ivoris mightily in the Children of Dijbbedience, decei- 
" ving their Hearts, and raifing in them all manner of 
" inordinate AffeSions, and enjil Concupifcence, &C. for 
" ivhich things fake cometh the Wrath of God upon them ; 
" and, that (as I had obferv'd to him before) he fhould 
" not have met with fuch a Difappointment in his Pur- 
" pofe, if God (as he aflerted) had given him a Com" 
" miiKon, and commanded him to go about fuch a 
" thing." To this he anfwer'd. That his being thus dif- 
appsinted did not proceed from the Illegality of the FaB, but 
from fame Sins (he would not tell) he had othermjife com-^ 
mitted. But I told him, this was the Sin chiefly that 
had brought him under God's Wrath and Indignation, 
and to this fhameful and untimely Death in this World i 
which he ought to take Care might not be foUow'd by- 
an Eternal Punifiiment in the next. And here going on, 
I ask'd him thefe plain Queftions: " Did you never 
" refleft upon the Heinoufnefs of that Faft you would 
" have committed ? Had you no Dread, no Horror 
" upon you ? Did you feel no Remorfe, no Throws of 
" Confcience at the Thoughts of it, at any time ? No^ 
" faid he, but on the contrary, I was very well pleas'd 
" all along, and very eafy in my Mind." Then (re-, 
ply'd I to him) you muft be ftupify'd and harden'd in 
Sin to the extremeft degree : The Lord have Mercy on 
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you, and give you a Sight of your dangerous State, and 
take you out of it.    Then I advis'd him  to examine 
himfelf, as upon the Whole, fo in this Particular {efpe- 
cially) wz.    Whether Pride (which is  the Sin of tlie 
Devil) had not a great Share in that his diabolical De- 
vice ; and, vvhethsr he did not mightily pleafe himfelf 
in this Thought, That hereafter he fhould be admir'd 
by fome, who would praife him, and extol his Courage 
to the Sky, for having done That whicli no other durll 
attempt to him ; for doubtlefs that muft be his Ambi- 
tion and Self-Conceit, mixt with r.n evil Difpofition and 
other bad Qualities  in him ?   To which he anfwer'd, 
" It was not fo ; but only the Senfe of his Duty to Hzs 
" King prompted him to it; and, that tho' him.felf had 
" not, yet he knew another who would have done it, if 
" he had liv'd; but he dy'   a few days fmce ;" which 
he feem'd to be very forry for.    Who that execrable 
Perfon was, and whether he knew any  other of this 
De'vilijb Temper, he would not, and faid he fliould never 
tell :   But of fuch,  if fuch IVlonfters there be  in  the 
World, I muft and will fay this, and heartily wifh it. 
Except they  repent, let them all likenxiifc ferijh.    Some 
time after this I had another Difcourfe with that un- 
happy Affaffme and obdurate Sinner, who may be faid 
to be another * James Clement, a fecond John Chajiel, 
a Rwvillac, a blind devoted Agent in the Devil's Caufe, 
moft tenacious to his  pernicious Principles, which were 
fo fix'd upon him, that I (and I believe fome others that 
faw  him)  found it next to impoffible, by what Man 
could do, to remove them from him ; who had a Pre- 
judice againft all Orthodox Divines, and 'tis pity any 
other were fufter'd to come to him and confirm him in 
his evil Difpofition. 

Things being fo, and he in that defperate Cafe, all I 
could do, was to prfiy, as I did, Tiiat God would vouch- 
fafe to take pity of him ; to enlighten his dark Mind, 
and purify his Affeftions by his holy Spirit ; to deliver 

* See the Account of thofe Regicides in Mezeray'j Hi- 
fiory o/" France. 
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him from this miferable State of Error and Sin; to 
refcue him out of the Snares, and from under the Ty- 
ranny and Slavery of Satan, and admit him into the glo- 
rious Liberty of his blefled Children. Thus I went on 
with him, ufing all poffible Endeavours to mollify his 
ftony Heart, and bring it into a better Frame. And to 
fhew him that this ftrange Opinion he had rafhly and in- 
confiderately efpous'd, was not the Opinion of all the 
Non-jurors, I inftanc'd in the worthy Perfon to whom he 
apply'd himfelf for his Furtherance in this Bloody Aft, 
who was fo far from complying with it, that he look'd 
upon it as an horrible and deteftable thing; and fo 
thought himfelf oblig'd in Confcience to put a Stop to 
it, by difcovering it, and bringing him (the wretched 
Author of it) to Juftice. And now, faid I, why fliould 
you, a young Man as you are, who have not that Ex- 
perience in Things (efpecially thofe relating to publick 
Government) which they of a longer Handing in the 
World, and larger Capacities than your felf, may rea- 
fonably be fuppos'd to have ? Why Ihould fuch a one as 
you think himfelf more Knowing and more Religious 
than other Men ; to excel in Goodnefs and Wifdom 
even thofe you have reafon to think well of ? Why 
Ihould you be fo felf-conceited and fo prefumptuous, as 
to fancy that what you thought to be wrong might and 
muft be reftified by you, and you mull put your own 
Life upon it ? How could you be fatisfied in the Refti- 
tude of thofe Thoughts of yours that were fo ftrange, 
and fo monftrous ? To thefe Queftions he gave me this 
fliort Anfwer : " I am fatisfied I was in the right; add- 
" ing. That he had not alter'd his Mind in the Matter, 
" nor ever would alter it ; and, that if it were in his 
" Power, he would ftill kill him whom we own for our 
" King, or any Friends of his." Wou'd you, faid I ; 
but, God be prais'd, your Hands are ty'd ; the Lord 
convert your Heart. And, continued I, would you 
have kill'd the late Queen ? To this he reply'd, " I 
" had not thefe Thoughts when flie was alive j but if 
" fhe were fo now, I would kill her." Which Expref- 
fion he repeated two or three times, to the Amazement 
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of all that heard him : But when he faw how People a^ 
bout him  (among whom I believe were fome of his 
Friends)   were ftrangely furprized and feiz'd with 
Horror at fuch an Expreffion, he faid, " Perhaps I 
" would not have done it, becaufe Ihe was a Woman, 
" who govern'd not herfelf, but others did it for her." 
Then, faid I to him, look you to it ; there is another 
Life after this, in which you muft account for all your 
Faults : There is " a Like of Brimftone, a worm that 
?' dies not, and a Fire which fhall never be quench'd" : 
There are intolerable Torments for all Regicides, and 
all Murderers and other Sinners, that carry the Guilt of 
their Sins unrepented of into another World: And 
therefore I muft plainly tell you. That will be your dif- 
mal Portion there for ever, unlefs you truly repent here 
in time. 

I found fomebody had been tampering with, and har- 
dening him in his wicked Principles, which I thought 
before were peculiar to himfelf, and that none was fo 
blind and fo inhumane, as to be altogether of his Senti- 
ments ; for one Morning hearing he was in a private 
Room, and a Clergyman with him, I defir'd to go and 
fee him ; which at firft was deny'd me, but afterwards 
granted, tho' not without fome Dilficulty ; and feeing 
two Men then with the Prifoner, I firft addrefs'd my 
felf to one of them, who was in the Habit of a Divine 
of the Church of England. Of whom I afk'd, Unx} he 
found this poor unhappy young Man ? and. Whether he 
repented ? He anfwer'd. That he found him in a very 
good State: To which I faid, I rejoice at it, and blefs 
God for it. And then turning to the young Man himfelf, 
I faid to him. Now you muit give Glory to God, and 
acknowledge your Faults; that efpecially for which you 
now lie under this fad Condemnation. Hold there {cry'd 
out that Prieft, or Jefuit, or Wolf in Sheep's-cloathing) 
/ am his Father-Confcjfor, and he and 1 are of the fame 
Communion, and You are not. What ! reply'd I to him. 
Are you of that Communion which holds it lawful 
for Men to murder Princes for Equity in a moft trea- 
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cherous and execrable manner ?   I wonder you are not 
aiham'd on't.    Then he went on, faying,   "  I am in 
" Communion with him, and what is fit to be iliid to 
" him, he ftiall receive from me, and none but me, 
" who am his proper Confeflbr ; and he ftiall give )'ou 
" no Account of himfelf, nor no Anfwer to any Que- 
" ftion you ftiall a(k him."    Strange ! faid I, May not 
I, the Minifter and Ordinary of tliis Place, have as much 
Liberty to afk Queftions of a Prifoner here, as you pre- 
tend to have ? Methinks you are very rude and unman- 
nerly.    But I will afk him, and fo I did aflc him again, 
Whether or no he ftill perfiiled in this Opinion, That 
it was lawful for him to murder the King, or any body 
elfe ? Pray fpeak your Mind freely, faid I: But he an- 
fwer'd nothing.    Then  I  turning   to  that pretended 
Confeflbr or Direflor of his Soul, faid to him. This 
Silence is the Effeft of your bidding him not to anfwer 
me in any  thing.    But I will take the Liberty to afk 
you your felf a Queftion or two. Do you think nim in a 
good State to entertain fach a wicked traiterous Imagi- 
nation as that of killing King George L is ? Do you not 
think he ought to repent of it ? 1'hefe were Queftions 
I fucceffively put to him ; who inftead of giving me a 
diftinft Anfwer to each  of them,  as he fhould have 
done, was pleas'd only to afford me thefe few Words; 
/ ha've nothing to fay to you.    But,  reply'd I, I have 
fomething more to fay to you my felf, I will afk you 
this other Queflion ; anfwer me.    Do you not think in 
your Confcience,   that he  ought publickly to confefs 
this horrid Crime, and beg Pardon for it ? No, faid he ; 
and with that went away as fafl; as he could, (the Door 
being open) and after him the Prifoner, whom I was 
not at Liberty then to difcourfe by himfelf fo much as 
one Moment longer.    But the next Day having Leave 
given me (which one would think I fhould always have 
had)  to fpeak with him,   I accordingly  went  to  the 
Room appointed for my feeing him.    There I found 
him, and his fore-mention'd Father-Confeffor with his 
AlTiftant.    After fome previous Words of Civility, I 
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faid, I was come to fpeak to this poor young Man; 
and fo I did; But as thatPrieft then told me, fo I found. 
That he would not give me any Anfwer to the Quef- 
tions I put to him, which were : Whether he had im- _ 
partially confider'd the heinous Fad he would have 
committed; and, Whether he now abhor'd it, and re- 
pented of it? As he would not, nor did give me any 
Anfwer to thefe Queries ; fo I pray'd that Confeffor of 
his to exhort him,   and give him his Opinion in the 
Matter, before me : But he faid,   " He would not do 
" it, and what he had to fay to him, he would not fay 
" it in my Prefence ; neither was the Prifoner (as he 
" told me before) oblig'd to fatisfy«ie in thofe Things 
" I demanded of him ; for I was not his proper Prieft ; 
" I was not of his Communion," which he often re- 
peated.    Have you faid all, reply'd I to him ; Pray hear 
what the Apoftle fays. He tells us,   " That we are 
" always to be ready to give an Anfwer to every Man 
" that asketh a Reafon of the Hope that is in us, with 
" Meeknefs and Fear ?" And why may not I, to whom 
this poor deluded Youth has (before now) declar'd, more 
than once, " That the killing of the King was a lawful 
" and commendable Aftion ; and. That it was to be 
" done, and done by him too."    Why may not I ask 
him (as I here do) Whether he be ftill of the fame Opi- 
nion ? And what Reafon he can alledge for it \ To 
this he faid. You have nothing to do luith him, nor he 
nvithyou.    Well then, faid I, Pray ask him the Que- 
flion your felf.    " 1 (reply'd he)  will ask him no Que- 
" ftion, nor give him any Admonition while you are 
" here."    If fo, faid I, pray Sir withdraw : Seeing you 
will not advife him before me to purge his Confcience, 
nor let me fpeak to him without your interrupting me, 
I defire both you and your Aififtant to give me leave to 
try what Good I can work upon him, when he and I 
are alone :  Whereupon they  (tho' very unwillingly) 
withdrew a little out of the Door, which was left open 
all the while.    And then having the Prifoner to my 
felf, I ask'd him thefe Queftions again :   Whether he 
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now perfifted in his former Opinion, as he had declar'd 
it to me. " That it was lawful for him, and he had a 
" Commiffion from God, to affaffinate the King ?" 
Whether (yea or no) he had been here inftrufted by his 
Confeffor, that this was a great and dangerous Miftake ? 
and, Whether he now retraftedand repented of it ? To 
this he would give me no manner of Anfwer : Yet I 
ftill endeavour'd to inform and reftify his Judgment; 
and I a&ed him alfo. Whether I might pray then with 
him; buthefaid, IJhouldnot. And upon my further 
afeing him. Whether he defir'd my private or publick 
Prayers, and the Prayers of the Church, as People under 
Condemnation geijerally do ? He anfwer'd. He defir'd 
their Prayers only nvhonvere of his Communion. So I left 
him, telling him at parting, I was forry to fee him in 
that evil and obftinate Difpofition ; and. That notwith- 
ftanding his rejefting my Advice and Prayers, I heartily 
recommended him to the Guidance of God's Holy Spi- 
rit and Mercy, and vvould pray for his Soul (whether he 
defir'd it or no) fo long as he liv'd. Then I withdrew 
from him ; and as I was going out of the Room his 
Confeffor (who was ready at the Door) prefently and 
eagerly came in again, and ftiew'd himfelf very rude 
and impudent to me ; but I Ipok'd upon it as an Effeft 
of his blind mifguided Zeal, who hated and oppos'd me, 
only becaufe I was for King George, and the Proteitant 
Religion : But let him and all his Party know, that I 
will venture the Lofs of all things (yea. Life it felf) for 
His Majefty and the Royal familfi Service and Intereft, 
and for the Truth of the Gofpel : And I care not for 
what Slanderous Tongues can fay, who are given to 
Lies, and neither tear God, nox Honour the King. 

To this Account (tho' pretty long already) I ihall add. 
That as I was laft Saturday at Prayer in the Chapel of 
Ne--wgate, obferving abundance of People went through, 
when I had done my Office there (and that not without 
great Difturbance) I enquir'd what the Matter was; 
and one telling me that they were going to fee James 
Sheppard, who was in a Room beyond the Chapel, I 
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went along with them, and fpoketothat poor unhappy 
Creature, but he would not hear my Arguments, nor 
receive my Admonitions then ; neither would he pro- 
mife to come to hear me preach the next Day in the 
Chapel, to which his Room was near. He faid, " He 
" was full of the fame Mind as he had declar'd before, 
" and would ever continue fo. 

And here I mull not omit to obferve. That two of 
the Under-Turnkeys that were in the Room when I 
went to fpeak to Sheppard, did both of them ufe me 
very impudently, fwore great Oaths at me, and faid, 
" that they had an Order to keep me from him." Who 
gave them that unreafonable Order they beft knew. 

The Morning he was to be carry'd to Tyburn I was 
call'd to fee him in his Room : There I again exhorted 
and interrogated him, as I had done before, but he 
would not hear me, nor give me any Anfwer, turning 
his Back to me all the while. And this he did at the 
Place of Execution, where his Prieft (who had fuffici- 
ently ftiewn his Oppofition to the Government, and alfo 
infulted me in Neivgate) both interrupted me in my 
Office, and confirm'd him in his Error -. So that when 
he was withdrawn, even then this poor deluded Creature 
would not fo much as let me pray for him. Neverthe- 
lefs I ufed my beft Endeavours (as late as that was) to 
undeceive him, and bring him to a due Confideration of 
his lamentable Condition; but he remain'd obftinate, 
being fo far fixed in his erroneous Principles, that no- 
thing, I found, could make him depart from them. 
And all this Calamity, I may fay, was owing to the 
free Admittance that Perfon had to hLm, -who even at 
the Gallows had the Prefumption to give him publick 
Abfolution, tho' he vifibly dy'd without Repentance. 

iV. B. Thofe that have already reflefted, or may 
hereafter refleft upon the Juftice of this Malefaftor's 
Sentence; faying, He ivas lunatick, and therefore 
ought not to have been condemn'd to die ; let thera 
afk his Father-Confeffor, (who daily vifited him, 
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and gave him the Sacrament) whether, as they 
pretend, and endeavour to perfuade the World, he^ 
was a Lunatick or not. 

During the Time he lay in the condemn'd Hold, 
where he was put in at firft, he fhew'd me one or two 
of his lail Speeches to his Fellow-Prifoners there, and 
told them, " That he had another (made by one of his 
" Bifhops) which was that he intended fhould be print- 
" ed : " But whether it be the fame he deliver'd at the 
Tree, I think it not worth the Enquiiy. 

He was executed at Tyburn oxi Monday th.t 17 th of 
March, 1717-18. 

An Anfwer to a Narrative of the Ordinary's 
Account, of what pafd between him and 
James Sheppard, i£c. 

Written by a No N j u R o R. 

Paul, Paul, why ferfecuteft thou me ? 

Afts ix. 4. 

liii' 

Reverend SIR, 

THOUGH the Text in the Frontlfpiece of this 
fhort Letter, confifts of Words fpoken by our 

BlefTed Saviour after his Afcenfion, to the moil learned 
of all the Apoftles, in the very Heighth of his Perfe- 
cutions of thofe that had embraced the Doftrines of 
Chrift, and had that Effeft upon him as to bring about 
Iris Converfion ; yet they are neither applicable to you 
8S a Man of letters, nor a Perfon who has Humility 
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eftough to be made a Convert, fince Ignorance, Self- 
willfulnefs and Pride, feem'd to have lull'd afleep all tho 
Faculties of yours, and you think it beneath the Dig- 
nity of your Station to give Ear to the Voice of Rea- 
fon. 

Much better had it been for the poor Souls under 
Sentence of Death, that have been tortur'd before they 
came to the Gallows with your Impertinences, and with 
greater Peace of Mind had they made Satisfaftion for 
their Breaches of the Law, had you continued Clerk to 
a Secretary of the jidmiralty, or a Solicitor at New- 
gate, and not been made its Ordinary; the Difcharge 
of which Holy Funftion requires a Man of Temper and 
Humanity, not of Wrath and railing Accufations. For 
tho' you think fit to make your young condemn'd Pri- 
foner afraid of your Arguments, and agree with him, 
that he is not Scholar good enough to anfwer you, it 
is not only my Opinion, but that of Thoufand's befides, 
that on all your long get Penny Scribble, concerning 
that poor unfortunate Boy, you have not made Ufe of 
fo much as one to the Purpofe, and are fo far to feek 
in the Art of Ratiocinatian (there's in Return tQ your 
Cogitation) that you know not whence the Word Av 
gument derives itfelf, unlefs it be from Arguere, to re- 
buke, reprove, call Names, and vomit out Slander. 

You do well indeed, call your Account an Narra- 
tive, in Imitation of Dates, Bedlanu, and others, that 
have gone before you in the Art oiFalfehoodznd Pre'va- 
rication j and by your Leave, your little Examinant 
makes it appear, that you will no Way fail fliort of 
your PredeceiFor Sam. Smith of Pfalm-finging Memory, 
to get out of the Criminals what you can, and to be 
the very Index Expurgatorious of the whole Art and 
Myftery of extorting Confeffions. That very worthy 
Perfon once upon a Time, had a Lad about James 
Sheppard''s Age, that was under Sentence of Death for 
being too bufy with People's Pockets, under Lock and 
Key in his Clofet near the Chapel ? " Come, faid he, 
" fpeak thy Mind chearfully Boy, in Difcharge of thy 
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Confcience, it will be the better for thee another 
Day.    Thou haft been a great  Sahbath-breaker, haft 

• thou not ? Anfwer  me qdickly, what doft cry for ? 
•  Not I truly, was his Reply, / fddom  miffed going to 
' Church on Sundays, in the Mornings and Afternoons; 
' for I told you his Trade before, for fome Years fmce. 
' How!  prythee confider, recoUeft yourfelf, all that 

•' have hitherto  fallen   under  my Hands  have   been 
" guilty  of that Crime.    No  Sabbath-breaker? cry'd 
" Sam, then thou haft moft undoubtedly been a very 
" great  Drunkard ?  Hold  up  thy Head,   fpeak  the 
" Truth and ftiame the Devil.    Nor that neither, faid 
" the Boy, Good Mr. Ordinary excufe me, no one ever 
" li'v'd a more temperate Life, Jfcarce ever nuent to an 
"  Ale-houfe but upon  a  Purfuit, there to  take Shelter. 
"  Alas, Alas, were the next Words of the Confeflbr, 
" the Devil has moft affuredly got Poffeffion of this 
" Boy ! This Rogue will own himfelf guilty of nothing 
" but the Crime he is to die for, what ftiall I do to 
" etch out my Paper of the Dying Speeches ? Sirrah, 
" thou muft needs have loft thy Memory.    No Drun- 
" kard! it's impoffible, thou art gone to all Intents and 
" Purpofes, if thou deny'ft fo apparent a Faft, but I 
'" have thee now. Thou haft been a great Whore-Mafier, 
" Woman, Woman have brought thee to this untime- 
*' ly End ? I fee it by thy Blufties, I have hit the right 
" Nail upon the Head at laft.    I never kneiv  nvhat a 
"  Woman ivas, quoth the Boy, Whoredom is a Vice that 
" in all my born Days I ttever had the leaft Appetite to, 
" with that, the Queftion Starter loft all manner of 
" Patience, and having ftorm'd and rav'd to no Pur- 
" pofe, and bid him be gone for an impudent Rafcal, 
" to make Room for another.    For he had nothing to 
" fay of him after he was Dead, but muft w ite him 
" down Objiinate." 

Here you may expedl to have me upon the Trip, 
and to get me into Lob's Pound by Way of Informa- 
tion ; but feed not yourfelf with fuch imaginary Views. 
King-killing is an Aft, had in the vitmoft Dcteftation by 
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t]ie Non-juron, as may be feen by Mr. Leak''i Dlfco- 
very of the poor infatuated Boy's very Propofal, and 
is only put in Praftice by fuch as are Favourers of the 
Religion of the French Refuges. Witneft the Clan of 
Regicides that murder'd King Charles I. and the perni- 
cious Tenets, that are ftill held and avowedly maintain'd 
by their barbarous and Blood fucking Pofterity, which 
may with an Emphafis be faid to copy after the Exam- 
ple of James Clement, John Chaftel, and Ranjillacs, 
whom you have mention'd without giving us to un- 
derftand that they were your own Country-men. 

What refts upon me is only to prove, that your Ufage 
of thp poor Boy, your impertinent Vifits to him, when 
your Abfence was defired, and your Treatment of Mr. 
Orme, a Gentleman of the fame Cloth with you, of 
much more Learning and Integrity, than you will 
ever be Mailer of, while thofe Grey Hairs of yours, 
that fhould put you in Mind of other Manners, than 
calling a Prieft of the Church of England, Father Con- 
feffor, Jefuit, and Wolf in Sheefs Chathin^, and all 
the Rogues in tJie Rainbow are put into Curl every 
Night under your Night-cap, and the Jutlice that was 
on young Shephard's Side, to chufe whomfoever he 
pleafed to affiil him in his laft Moments. 

As to the iirft, your Ufage of the poor Boy, ^c. I 
appeal to younelfj if under the fame unhappy Circum- 
ftances, if you would have been willing to have your 
precious Moments difturbed and rendered of no Ufe, fo 
you  by Interrogatories   drawn from   common Place- 
Books, and put to you by a Perfon, with whom you 
thought it finful to hold any Communion.    Would you 
I fay, have  poffe/Jed your Soul in Peace and perfedt 
Tranquillity,   under   the utmoft  Refjgnation,  had   a 
Clergymaa of the Romijh Perfuafion,   whole Articles 
and . fuperftitious Faith, you   had folemnly abjur'd at 
your Entrance into Holy Orders, even when you were 
on the Verge of this Mortal Life, and the Brink of 
Eternity broke in upon your Preparations for another 
World, by telling you, that you mull fuffer everlafting 
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"Death, if you did not believe as he did, and acknovvf- 
ledge yourfelf a Schifmatkk, and a Separatiji from Mo- 
ther Church ? 

As to the fecond Particular, it is not to be found, 
that Mr. Orme upon any Account gave you indecent 
Language ; if he had, the Town could have rung with 
it, as with your's to him, which you take Pride in re- 
peating.    You only fay, he was very rude and unman- 
nerly, but for what Reafon ? Becaufe he had nothing 
to fay to you ; when you put enfnaring Queftions to 
him, whether if ftot anfwer'd agreeably to your own 
Sentiments, might have brought even his Life alfo into 
the greateft Danger, fmce it is known by a very re- 
cent Inftance, that you are not very expert in keeping 
Secrets; and you that divulge the ConfelEons of dying 
Criminals, that ought to be lock'd up, and kept in Si- 
lence, according to the Ufage of the Primitive Church, 
and the brightell Ornaments of it, in latter Ages, would 
r.o more have made a Scruple of ingratiating yourfelf 
with your Superiors, by an Information, than you have 
done very lately. This puts me in Mind of the latter Part 
of your Paper,  wherein you fay, Mr. Orme had the 
Prefumption to give the condemn'd young Man pub- 
lick Abfolution, tho' he vifibly dyed without Repen- 
tance.   Wherefore, you muft give me Leave, to take 
your Method upon me once more, and ask you, whe- 
ther you affert this  to   your certain Knowledge ? If 
not, you are guilty of a manifeft Untruth,  and what 
you aflert only upon Belief, muft appear to be a down- 
right Falfehood.    For this I will affirm,   and this I 
will abide by, that tho' the Lad did not think  it ne- 
ceflary to give any Tokens of Contrition for the Rafti- 
Tiefs of a bad Faft, which Mr. Ormes had not only 
made him fenfible of in your Prefence, yet he did own 
himfelf guilty of a very great Crime in his Intention 
to commit it; and that, if it fhall be thought proper 
by the Government, to confide the Perfon here, faid 
publickly to abfolve him, that you will be at a very 
great Lofs to make out that Particular, fmce if you heard 
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heard one Word that was then and there faid between 
them at their laft parting, I heard the whole Confe- 
rence from Tyburn to Alderfgate-ftreet. 

The lall Article, The Right of chafing whomfoever 
the Lad pleafed to aflift him in his Preparations for 
Eternity, will appear to be on his Side, not only from 
tlie Praftice of all Ages and Times, but even from 
your own Conceffions on that very Day whereon he 
was executed. Did not the Marquifs deny the Murder 
of his Servant, tho' prefled by you to acknowledge it, 
as appears in your Account of his Behaviour, faying, 
" He was a Man of Honour, who never did a bafe 
" Thing, nor injured any Man, and that he ne\xr did 
" any {iich Thing, never was guilty of Murder." 
Yet had not he a Prieft, tho' a Roman CathoUck to at- 
tend him in Prifon, and at the Place of Execution, and 
ihall a poor dying Boy, and a Clergyman of the Church 
of England, be inveigh'd againit for joining together in 
Prayers and facred Offices, becaufe your Impertinence 
was not allowed to interrupt them in their Devotions. 
If the Lad was guilty of intended Murder, was not the 
Marquifs of one aftually done and committed, and flial! 
you with a Forehead of Brafs feem inclinable to give 
that Chriftian Liberty to a Papift, which you declare 
not fit to be tolerated in a Proteftant. Fie on you, 
fie on you, all your pretended Zeal for King George, 
and the Royal Families Service and Intereft, will never 
excufe you for this Inhumanity and Impartiality, anj 
the very under Turnkeys themfelves, whom you are 
irritating their Superiors againft for not admitting you, 
whether the Prifoners would or no into the Prifoner's 
Room, are more than a Bar's length beyond you in 
Aifts of Charity. Money, Money was theThing you 
wanted for his Paflport into another World. Then he 
might have taken what Guide he pleafed with him for 
his Conduftor, as well as the Marquifs before him. 
But I am tired, and fhall quit this unwelcome Task 
by another Story of your Predeceflbr. It feems Sam 
had been down at the Sejfficns-Hoiife in tlie Old-Bailey, 
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and came thence into the Prefs-yard in Newgate, to 

. take a cheerupping Cup, where he found one Captain 
Chevely  and another Prifoncr,   fetting in  one of the 
Boxes.    After a Salute, fays the old Fellow, Captain, 
is this Gentleman one of us, (meaning a Prifoner) and 
being anfwer'd in the Jffinnative, went on thus.   Well 
Gentlemen, here's to  your Enlargement,   and took a 
Bumper, you'll come to Chapel next Sunday, what Sub- 
jedl will Iseft pleafe you ; I think of Peace, for Peace 
is a very good Thing, and a Sermon upon that will go 
down with   our Audience well enough.    Yes Doftor, 
very well,  quoth   the Captain,   Frank and I will be 
your Auditors.    Why faith, fays the Ordinary again, 
and takes  t'other Pull, I am againft the Effufion of 
Chriflian Blood-, lam juft now come from doing an 
Aft of Humanity, and faving a Fellow from the Gal- 
lows, by crying Legit my Lord, when he could read no 
more than the  Cow that he ftole.    The Rogue was 
poor, and I had no more than half a Price for my 
Pains.    With that, after repeating   his Draught,   he 
tumbled, and fumbled for a Piece of Paper from within 
his Caflbck, which with much Difficulty heat laft found, 
and opening was ftruck dumb with the Sight of four of 
the White Half-pennies that went by the Name of the 
Prince of Wales's at that Junfture.    At length, " Oh ! 
" fays he, that I had hang'd this Villain, V\\ do it yet, 
*'' but now  I think of it I cannot, was  ever fuch  a 
" Trick put upon a Man of my Cloth.    When he put 
" them into my  Hands, he told me they were four 
" Half-Crowns.    I'll inftantly   to  the Rafcal that I 
" will." And fo he went, but when he came back ac- 
quainted the Company,   that   all  the  Satisfaction he 
could get from the Perfon was, that he might kiis his 
Back-fide, for he would ftick clofe to his Skirts at ano- 
ther Seafon, fmce he was certain of having him for a 
Cuftomer again very fhortly, and then he ihould fwing 
for it.    Tlje  Application is left with you, as is alto 
your Afiurances, that I fnall ever be on fuch Occafions 
as this. Reverend SIR, 

Yeurs, iiff. Philalethes. 
Tht 
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The Copy of a mofi impudent lying LETTER 
fent to me by the Pcnny-Poft, Directed 
thus : 

To Mr. Loreign, at his Houfe m Town-Ditch. 

Ordinary PAUL, 

March 25, 1718. 

THOU haft exercifed thy railing Faculty fo 
long, that if thefe (hould hold their Peace the 

Stones would immediately cry out. Your Behaviour 
to thofe Gentlemen lately executed (on the U/uffer's 
Account) and that to the late James Shefpard (of im- 
mortal Memory) and the Reverend Mr. Orme, as alfo 
your Narrative, makes you loathed and abhorred by 
Heaven and Man. Society will ftiun you, and hunt 
you even from the Herd of Mankind, and Heaven . 
will blufh to look upon you; the groaning Earth 
will tremble but to bear you, and the whole Face of 
Nature ftands aghaft at the meer Sight of fuch a 
Weather-cock, a Jefuit, a Wolf In Sheep's Cloathing, 

• faying, Benvare of falfe Prophets, 'which Jhall come to 
' you in Sheeps Clothing, hut iwrnardly they are ra'vening 
• Wolves ; and I am afraid you are one of the Mul- 
' titude that foUow'd our Saviour for the Loaves. My 
' Pen trembles to diftate thy Villainies : To call a 
' Prieft of the Church of England (not the Revolution 
' Church) Father Confeflbr in a publick Paper, and to 
' blacken a Gentleman's Charafter, which is as fpot- 
' lefs as the Dove, is a horrid Infolence. You fay, 
' That the above-named Gentleman gave Abfolution 
' to the faid Shefpard: 'Tis as falfe as Hell j but had 
' it been in your Power (which God forbid) you would 
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have given him Damnation, when taking him inta,. 
the little Room  by  the Chapel, you faid, he was** 
damn'd if he did not make his Confeffion to yon j 
calling that a Crime which would have been worthy 
the great Shepherd, had  it been put in Execution, 
and not only freed this Nation from the Ufurper's 
Tyranny, but reftored the King, our liberty, and 

' Law : Which God of his infinite Mercy grant, are 
' the Prayers of me, who have a Sword and Piftol to 
' prefent you with, when Opportunity offers." 

Tuefday Morning, 
8 o'clock. 

Tour mortal Enemy, 

TRUTH and JUSTICE. 

JV. B. When the wretched Author of this Letter, 
which is all made up of Lies, Treafon, and Blafphemy, 
is pleafed to let his Name, and the Place of his Abode 
be known to me, as mine is to him, he may furely de- 
pend upon receiving from me a full and diftinft An- 
Iwer to every Part of it, fuch as I once gave to a for- 
mer fcurrilous Letter of the fame Stamp with this, 
which was fent me on the 29th of Nov. 171;. In the 
mean Time I leave it with all judicious Perfons, who 
may fee the above Copy, to confider what a wicked 
Wretch he muft needs be, who can write fuch abomi- 
nable Lines: What Spirit he, and thofe of his Party 
may reafonably be thought of, who fo highly and bla- 
fphemoufly commendan horrible AflaiTme, that would 
have imbru'd his Parricidal Hands in Sacred Royal 
Blood. What can be expefted from Men of fuch a- 
Diabolical Temper, that will ftick at nothing (fo never, 
lb enormous and odious) to bring their pernicious De- 
figns about ? And hov/ unfafe would all good and loyal 

^ Subjeits be, did not Almighty GOD, who contiiRually 
eyes from above thofe treacherous Wretches, reiirarn 
their Power, and confound their Devices ? What Opi- 
nion can we iiave of their pretended Religion and ho- 
neft Intents, who make no Confcience to fupport an 
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unjuft Caufe by impudent Lies, open Rebellion, and bafe 
Murder ? Can any one fuppofe them to be true and 
juft, that do thus evidently aft in direft Oppofition to 
Truth and Juftice ? Certainly all impartial Men muft 
conclude fuch wicked Perfons to be no other than the 
moft execrable Agents of that foul Fiend, who in the 
Scripture has by fpecial Property, the Charafter given 
him of a Liar and Murderer from the Beginning, A 
Charafter which he moft juftly deferves, who has the 
AfTurance to call me a Weather-cock, a Jefuit, a Wolf 
in Sheefs Cloathing. Thofe Appellations are very ill 
plac'd, and well known not to belong in the leaft to 
me, who ever was (and that's the Thing they hate me 
for) a zealous ProfefTor of the Proteftant Religion ; the 
Truth whereof my Father feaPd with his own Blood, 
and I hope his Son fliould (if call'd to it) have Grace 
fo to do, and never depart from that Truth ; nor from 
his Loyalty to our molt Gracious Sovereign Lord King 
GEORGE, whom God ever preferve and profper. 

Again, Another Letter fmce that above, has been 
fent me by the Penny Poft, not lign'd by any, but I 
fuppofe writ by a Creature of the fame Party, who 
.concludes it with this Threat, ^hai ixihat is in the for- 
wer Letter -was only ffoken, hut nonu 'would be put in 
PraHice. 

To all thefe audacious Menaces and ill Defigns, I 
fhall fay nothing here, but fhelter myfelf under the Pro- 
teftion of Almighty God, who, as he has hitherto, fo 
I hope will ftill defend me from the Malice and Rage 
of the Wicked. And, that he (that has the Hearts of 
.all Men, and all Power in his Hand) may be pleafed to 
convert them., and deliver his Sacred Majefty, tire whole 
Royal Family, and all tliat love them, from fuch bafe 
villainous People, is tlie conftant and hearty Prayer of 

Friday, April 
25,  17J8. 

PAUL LORRAIN, Ordinary. 
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The Confeffion, Behaviour, and Lajl Speech, of 
John Price, alias Jack Catch,/cr the Mur- 
der of Elizabeth White in Bunhill-fields, 
on Saturday/^^ 3^ft rf May, 1718. 

HE faid he was 41 Years of Age, born of good Pa- 
rents in Old Soho, then within the Parilh of St. 

Martin's in the Yields, now in that of St. Ann Wefimin- 
Jier: That his Father, fome time a Soldier in Tangier, 
being unfortunately blown up in the Demolition of that 
Place, about the Year 1683, and his Mother left in 
poor Circumftances, not able to give him much Educa- 
tion, nor indeed himfelf very willing to take it, I found 
liim fo ignorant that he could neither read, nor give 
any Account of his Faith, and of the Hope that ivas in 
him : And that which render'd his fad Condition fo 
xtiuch the more deplorable, was his taking no Care to 
improve his Time as it became him; inltead of attend- 
ing on the Word of God and Prayer, he often gave up 
himfelf to drinking Geneva and other ftrong Liquors, 
to fuch an exceffive degree as render'd him unfit for the 
Exercife of any part of Religion. 

When he was fitter to be fpoke to, i. e. when fober, 
as he fometimes (tho'very rarely) appear'd to be, I en- 
deavour'd, by the Divine Grace, to work on him a true 
Senfe and juil Abhorrence of his Sins ; and the Inftruc- 
tions and Admonitions which I gave him, both in pub- 
lick and private, did feemingly make him a little more 
confiderate and ferious j fo that I obferv'd, from his 
Ihedding of Tears, that his Heart was full either of 
Grief or Fear, or both ; but what it was, or which of 
thofe Paflions had the Prevalence, I could not well dif- 
cern in hitn ; he lamented indeed his wicked Life and 
•wofttl Condition in general Terms, but did not in the 
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leaft difcover any Sorrow for his having offended God, 
and injur'd his Neighbour; neither did he give any In- 
timation of what he expefted in another State: But all 
he faid was, " That he knew he mull die." Upon 
which I told him, " That as he was convinc'd of this 
" Truth, and would very foon know it better by Expe- 
" rience, fo I hoped he would make due Preparation for 
" that Death which he look'd for, that he might not be 
" loft for ever, &c." With fuch Admonitions I try'd 
how to awaken his dull and drowzy Soul, and mollify 
his ftupid and obdurate Heart; but he feem'd to be un- 
mov'd, fayi :g, *' That if he had many Sins, they were 
" fuch as were common to other Men as well as him- 
" felf; a/2d, " That he fuppos'd, whatever his Con- 
" dition might then be, it would be no worfe than 
" theirs." Thus I found him to fopport himfelf with 
this vain Opinion, that " to have Companions in Mifery 
" fliould be fome Eafe to him" Of which I did what I 
could to- undeceive him, but to little or no purpofe, fo 
far as J could perceive, at leaft at that time when I firft 
open'd the Matter to him. 

And what made him fo hardened, as not to (hew any 
degree of Repentance, I may attribute to his being re- 
folv'd (as it appear'd) upon an obftinate Denial of this 
Murder. 

Wh#n I enquir d of him, what Life he had led, and 
how he had employ'd his Time formerly, lie told me ; 
That foon after his Father's death (which is before men- 
tion'd) he was put Apprentice to a Rag-Merchant: That 
his Mailer dying when he had been about two Years with 
him, he prefently went away from his Miftrefs (wlio, 
he faid, was very fevere to him, and upon that Account 
left her) and got into another Service, which had fome 
relation to th^t his Matter employ'd him in- before, 
which was the loading Waggons with Rags: That af- 
terwards he took a Fancy to go to Sea, and accordingly 
ferv'd oa board the Old Ruffel, Grafton, De'uonjhire, 
and other Men of War, for the beft Part of eighteen 
Years oft' and on: That likewife he was, fome Years 
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Urice, Finijhsr of the Lavj (as he term'd it) ftir about a 
Twelve-month, and might have continued fuch to this 
Day, if he had taken better Care than he did of his 
Concerns, and liv'd within compafs ; but fpending his 
Money too faft, and beyond his Comings-in, and there- 
by growing in Debt, he was one Day arreiled in Holborn 
at his Return from an Execution; and tho' the Adlion 
was but for Three Half-Crowns, which he then clear'd, 
and alfo paid the Charges, partly with what little Mo- 
ney he had then about him, and partly with three Suits 
of Cloaths, the Remains of them that were executed 
that Day ; yet having two other Aftions at the fame 
time clap'd upon him, and no Money, nor Credit, nor 
Bail to give in, he was carried to the Marfhalfea, where 
he continued a Prifoner fome time ; fo that when the 
next Seffions call'd for his Service, he not being then in 
the way to give it, another Perfon (a'/'z. William Mar- 
mell) was put into his Place of Execution. 

And this he further faid, That while he was under 
Confinement in the Marfhalfea, he now and then ob- 
tain'd the Liberty of going abroad to work, as a Labour- 
ing Man, which he did for fome time, ferving Brick- 
layers, Mafons, Paviours, fjfe. But afterwards being 
barr'd from that Liberty, he with another Fellow-Pri- 
fonerofhis, contriv'd and found out a Way to efcape 
thence, thro' a Hole made in the Wall, An unhappy 
thing, which (as it feems) prov'd the fad Occafion of a 
poor Woman's lofing her Life, in that moft barbarous 
Manner as is fet forth at large in the printed Account 
of his Trial. This Faft he pofitively deny'd : But that 
he was guilty of it, confidering all Circumftances, to 
which he could fay little or nothing, is moft apparent; 
and himfelf would in all Probability have own'd it, 
could he have been kept always fober; but his being 
for the moft part (more or lefs) in Drink, it was a hard 
Matter to find him in a proper Difpofition to receive 
and improve the good Advice given him. 

At the Place of Execution, viz. Bunhill-felds, to 
which he was carry'd in a Cart from Newgate, I alTift- 
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ed him for the kft Time ; and after a preffing Exhor- 
tation to Repentance, fuch as his fad Cafe requir'd, and 
the Inconvenience of the Place and Sliortnefs of the 
Time would then allow, I pray'd for him ; who, tho" 
he had long perfifted in a pofitive Denial of this bloody 
Fad, yet now he publickly confefs'd he was guilty of it, 
faying, He did it nvhen he mjas in Liquor. Upon which 
I endeavour'd to make him fenfible and penitent, fhew- 
ing him the need he had to implore God's Mercy, 
That he would pleafe to pardon all his Oftences, parti- 
cularly this (and his former Denial of it, by which he 
had contrafted further Guilt) and that he might be de- 
liver'd from Blood-guiltincfs. I fung with him that part 
of the fifty-firft Pfalm, wherein Holy DawV pray'd for 
himfelf to that Effeft, Then I made him rehearfe the 
Apoftles Creed, wifliing him that Forgi-venefs of Sins 
Refurreaion of the Body, and Life e^erlafting which he 
had now made an outward Profeffion to believe. After 
this I advis'd him t6 defire (which he accordingly did) 
the Speflators to take Warning by this his untimely end 
and to pray that God would be pleas'd to receive his 
Soul. When he had done fpeaking, I commended him 
to the Dmne Goodnefs, and then withdrew from him • 
who being prefently ty'd to the Gibbet erefted for him 
tliere,_ was (after the Allowance of fome ihort time for 
his private Devotion) foon turn'd off. 

He was executed in Bunhill-fields on Saturday the 31 ft 
of A%, 1718. -^       ^ 
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7he Confejfion and Behaviour of. Edward 
Bird, GenL for the Murder of Samuel 
Loxton, a Servant in Mr. SeedwellV Bag- 
nio in Silver-Street, in the PariJJj of St. 
James Weftminfter, on the 2gth of Sep- 
tember, 1718. 

'Tp* HIS Mr. Bird, aged about 27 Years, faid to be 
_J_    born   of wealthy Parents at Old Windfor,   was 

well brought up by  them, who gave him a Chriilian 
and Gentleman-like Education.    They put him  early 
to the Care and Inftruftion of the late Reverend Dr. 
Bushy, Mafter of Weftminfter-^chooX ; and thence, when 
pretty  well advanced in his Learning, remov'd him to 
Eaton-CoWzge.    After fome Stay   there,   they  finding 
his Inclination was to fee the World abroad, fitted him 
out for his Travels ;   and then he made a Tour in 
France, and went alfo in   Italy,   Sec.    When he  had 
fpent fome time abroad in foreign Countries, he return- 
ed into England, and not long after had a Lieutenant's 
Commiflion in the  Regiment of Horfc commanded by 
the Lord Marquefs of IVincheJier.    Before this, he had 
in a great meafure, given himfelf up to a vicious Courfe 
of Life ; and his evil Inclinations growing (Ironger in 
him,   he at laft abandon'd himfelf to all manner of 
Lewdnefs and Debauchery;   the Confideration whereof 
1 put ciofe to him, endeavouring to bring him to a due 
Senfe and true Repentance of his pall Follies.    And here 
I put him in mind likewife of his ill Ufage to  a vir- 
tuous Gentlewoman he formerly married, defiling the 
Marriage-bed, i^c. 

While 1 was laying thefe Things, and many more of 
a heinous Nature, before him,   and telling him, that 
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the World abroad rung of them, he deny'd them not; 
but faid, he was not guilty of Murder, the Crime he 
flood condemn' for ; and that, as to other Sins, he had 
begg'd Pardon of God for them, and did not doubt of 
his Mercy. • Many private Admonitions and Direftions 
I gave him, and offer'd to pray by him in his Chamber, 
which I did when he gave me Leave ; but very often 
he deiir'd me to fpare that Part of my Service, becaufe 
lie was very bufy, was to write Letters, expefted Com- 
pany and fuch like frivolous Excufes. 

All the Time he was under Confinement in Newgate, 
I could not perfuade him to come to Prayers, and hear 
the Word of God in the Chapel, which he might have 
had an Opportunity to do twice every Day for the moft 
part of that time ; which was between the z6th of Sep- 
tember 1718, and the Day of his Execution. And tlie 
Reafon of his fo long Confinement before he was brought 
to his Trial, is this. 

When he fhould have been try'd at the Seffions held 
in the Old Bailey in OHober 1718, he pleaded he was 
not ready for his Defence, and fo his Trial was put off 
to the next Seffions, to be held in the Month of Decem- 
ber then following : Bat before that time came, he faU- 
ing fick, and the Phyficians, who vifited him, making 
Affidavit, that he was not in a fit Condition to be re- 
mov'd out of his Chamber, the Court did again defer 
his Trial to the Seffions beginning on Thurfday the i 5 th, 
and ending on Monday the igili oi January, 1719-zo. 
Then he was arraign'd, try'd, and convifted of Murder, 
and accordingly receiv'd Sentence of Death. 

After this I repeated my Vifits to him, and defir'd to 
have been more frequent than before in them ; but J 
found him always fo bufy, fometimes in Writing, and 
at other times with Company, that I could hardly have 
any Opportunity to fpeak to him of his future State. 
Neverthelefs, I endeavour'd to prepare him for his great 
Change, and for a better Life, i^c. To this he feem'd 
to give a little Attention, but fomething coming into his 
Mind which he faid he mull do prefently, he defir'd me 
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to leave him ; faying, l)e would fend for me anotlier 
Time, when he was at leifure. Accordingly he did, 
but when I came to him, I found he had not fent for 
me to pray by him, or difcourfe him about divine Mat- 
ters, but only to ihew me the Draught of a Paper 
which he faid he had prepar'd by the help of a Friend, 
and which he intended to publifh. Upon this, after 
I had (as he defir'd I fliould) read it, I told him plainly, 
that the Drift of that Paper, being to infmuate he had 
not Juftice done him at his Trial, he muft not think 
that the World would believe him to be (as he endea- 
vour'd to appear) innocent of the Murder he was con- 
demn'd for. 

Having freely declar'd my Mind to him in this Mat- 
ter, and that according to my Judgment (who was at 
his Trial, from the beginning co the end) I thought him 
juftly convifted of that Murder ; and that I would ad- 
vife him to refleft upon none but himfelf, telling him, 
he would certainly (if he did impartially confider the 
thing) acknowledge his Guilt, and repent of it. At 
this he feem'd to be uneafy ; but I told him. That tho' 
I was very unwilling to offer any thing to a Gentleman 
that might grate upon his Spirit, or be unacceptable to 
him ; yet it was my Duty to make his Sins as odious 
to him as I could, in order to bring him to a juft Ab- 
horrence and Deteftation of them ; adding, That if he 
would pleafe to confider the vicious Steps that had led 
him to this barbarous Crime, he would find abundance 
of Sins, befides this, to repent of; which he muft do 
before he dy'd, or elfe be eternally undone. To this he 
faid but little, and fo I left him for that time. 

When I came to him afterwards, if it was in the 
Morrung, he defir'd me to come in the Afternoon : And 
if in the Afternoon, to come the next Morning ; fo he 
did induftrioufly endeavour to trifle away his Time, and 
fet afide all Thoughts of his approaching Diffolution. 

On Saturday 1 exhorted him to come the next Day 
to the Chapel, and apply himfelf entirely to holy Me- 
ditation, Prayer, and hearing the Word of God with 

due 



[   209  3 
due Attention and fmcere Devotion; but I could not 
perfuade him to come, nor indeed at this time to let me 
pray by him ; he alledging, his Head was fo full of 
other Matters, that he could not mind any thing elfe, 
and thefe other Matters (which related to his Trial) 
were contain'd in a printed Proof of a Paper (not that 
before-mention'd) which he fliew'd me, and which he 
faid he was nov/ correfting, in order to be put to the 
Prefs. 

Yefterday being the Lord's Day, I vifited him in his 
Chamber, and did the like this Morning ; when under- 
ftanding that he had the Night before took a Dofe of 
Poifon, and after that ftabb'd himfelf in feveral Places, 
I told him, that I was forry to hear he had added Sin to 
Sin, by attempting to commit a frefli Murder, and that 
too upon himfelf: To which he reply'd, ' That he did 
' not think it was a Sin becaufe he was to die.' Where- 
upon I endeavour'd to make him fenfible he had no 
Power over his own Life j and, that by this he put him- 
felf in danger of carrying his Guilt unrepented of into 
another World. 

As there was all along great Endeavours us'd to fave 
his Life, fo I obferv'd to him, that neither the SoUici- 
tations of his Friends, nor his own Attempts upon him- 
felf, were able to prevent God's juft Judgments againft 
Murder, &cz. 

At the Place of Execution, whither he was carry'd in 
a Mourning Coach, I attended him for the laft Time ; 
and when he was remov'd out of that Coach, (wherein 
he had ftaid about an Hour with his Mother after his 
Arrival there) I pray'dwith him in the Cart, gave him 
fome Exhortations, fung a Penitential Pfalm, made him 
rehearfe the Apoftle's Creed ; and then wilhing him 
that Life he had made Profeffion to believe, I retir'd 
from him. 

One of the three Clergymen that went with me to fee 
the Execution did flep into the Cart when I was come 
away, but could work no Good on him ; who, inftead 
of applying himfelf to his Devotion, and defiring the 
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Spe£lators to pray for him, and take Warning by him, 
turn'd himfelffirft oneway, then another, andcall'dfor 
a Glafs of Wine j but being told it could not be got there 
for him, he defir'd a Pinch of Snuff; and taking it, he 
bow'd to the Gentlemen near the Cart, and faid. Gen- 
tlemen, I nui/hyour Health. After this he was ty'd up, 
turn'd off, and bled very much at the Mouth or Nofe, 
or both. 

He was executed at Ijturn on Monday, February 23, 
1718-19. 

I 

It \\\mi 

Mr.   B I R D's    Cafe. 

TH E Nature and Circumftances of this Profecu- 
tion, will appear from the Malice, as well as 

Charafter, of my Profecutors ; fo as clearly to Ihew the 
World, the Neceffity of defending my Life, in Danger, 
when attacked in the Night by a defperate Affailant, 
and a Madman, as his Aftions and all Men accounted 
him. And I humbly beg your favourable Attention in 
my Cafe. 

Which the more it is enquired into, the more the 
World will be convinced of the Hardftiip Mr. Bird lies 
under. For it appears, the Fore-man of the Jury was 
Landlord and intimate Friend of the Mafter of the Bag- 
nio, which I was not acquainted with at my Trial. 

And he flatters himfelf, it will be judg'd very im- 
probable, that three Perfons Ihould force into his Cham- 
ber, in a violent Manner, the Door being double-lock- 
ed, and bring no Sticks, or other Weapons with them, 
either to affault or defend themfelves; efpecially fince 
Venerfel fwears, that when he was in the Room, the 
faid Mr. Bird was angry with him, and threw him 
downstairs, fo that he broke three or four of his>Ribs 
with the Fall. 
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Fener/ePs Evidence being notorioufly falfe, it's pre- 
fum'd can be no Weight. He fwears. That his Ribs 
were broke by the Fall down Stairs ; yet depofeth, That 
he return'd with his Matter and the Deceafed into his 
Chamber, and did attend the fame Day, for fome hours, 
before the Juftices of Peace ; and every Day fmce has 
done all the Bufinefs he ufed to do, without one Day's 
Intermiffion ; which are very ftrong Proofs, that his 
Evidence was falfe in that Part, and he humbly conceives 
muft invaliJate his whole Evidence. 

Befides, Mr. Walker fwore, he had own'd to him 
(who was a Waiter in the Bagnio) that he had none of 
his Ribs broke ; and that feeing him naked he had no 
Bruifes. Sivorn in Court. 

In his Evidence before the Coroner, Venerfel fwore, 
that he did double-lock the Door. Upon the Trial, he 
deny'd the Door was lock'd at all. 

Another fwore. That the Deceafed had a Pinch of 
Snuff betwixt his Thumb and his Right Hand Finger, 
an Hour after he lay dead. 

It feems fcarce credible, that he fhould be taking 
Snuff when he went into Mr. Bird's Chamber : But if 
he had, Phyficians and Suigeons all agree, that his Fin- 
gers could not have kept in that Pofition, but of courfe 
muft have relaxed, as they and all other Parts do in a 
dying Perfon. 

Jims Smith, another Witnefs examined againft him, 
appears, fince, not to have been in the Houfe till near 
an Hour after the Accident happened. See Anne 
^O'wne'i affidavit. 

The Evidence given by the Farrier, on which much 
has. been rely'd, in order to arraign and blacken Mr. 
Bird's Charafter ; 'tis to be iiop'd the fame appears to 
be entirely malicious ; it being of a Faft by him faid to 
be committed two Years before the Trial: And be- 
fides, Mr. Bird not fufpe£ling any fuch Evidence to be 
offer'd againft him, was not prepared to defend himfelf 
againft it ; which otherwife he could have done, and 
proved it falfe and malicious in all Refpefts: Moreover, 

Mr, 
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Mr. Bird gave his Wife half a Guinea ; flie bringing 
the faid Mr. Bird, the next Day, a Bafket of Grapes, 
and excufmg and a&ing Pardon for her Hufband's Infult 
to him, and faid he was drunk. 

No Notice was taken of the ill Charafter of the Houfe, 
nor of the Waiter, nor of the Deceafed, who had many 
times by his unmannerly Behaviour provoked feveral 
Gentlemen to beat him, in order to get Smart-money 
out of them, and had many Wounds upon his Body he 
got by Quarrels with Gentlemen, none of which, or 
any of Mr. Bird''i moft material Witnefles, and even 
they in Court, were called, particularly Mr. Charles 
Brome, and Mary his Wife, and Mr. John "Johnfon i 
Whofe Affidavits are hereunto affixed. 

As to their aflavJting Mr. Bird, there is Mrs. Weh- 
Jter, the yet only unconcem'd Perfon in the Room (tho' 
they threatned that they would commit her to Newgate 
with Mr. Bird, and that fhe fhould certainly be hang'd) 
fwore. That he was aflaulted by three Men in his Bed, 
and ttruck feveral Blows with a Cane (for Mr. Bird 
calls God to witnefs, that he did not offer the leaft Vio- 
lence to the Deceafed, till after he was abufed and ftruck 
by him.) She further depofing, That they forced into 
the Room, the Door being doubk-hck'd, furrounded the 
Bed, and fell to beating, tearing and abufing Mr. Bird, 
before he had his Sword drawn, he never ftirring off the 
Bed as confefs'd by his Profecutors. 

Another Perfon depofed. That being in the Houfe, 
faw the Deceafed, and a Cane then lying on the Floor 
near him, as he lay dead. 

Many Gentlemen of Worth and Reputation appeared 
in Mr. Bird's, Behalf; and particularly Mr. Cole,, the 
late Refident at Venice, and his Lady, depofed, They 
faw Mr. Bird was bruifed very much on his Arm and 
Knuckles. The Conftable and Watchmen fwore, at the 
Time they apprehended him, they faw the fame Bruifes, 
and his Shirt very much torn ; a Surgeon, who drefs'd 
the Bruifes, fwore the fame ; as alfo, that Mr. Bird 
had other Bruifes on his Body, which he drefs'd. 

As 
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As to the Money offered ; I declare that to be as bafa 

an Aflertion as their manifeft Peijuries, and the Cha- 
rafter of their infamous Houfe can publifh, i^c. Mr. 
yohnfon's AiHdavit. 

For a further Charafter of the Deceafed, here follows 
the Affidavits of his firft and lawful Wife, the Minijier's 
Wife, and fome other Witnefles of that firft Marriage. 

In Banco Regis. 

SUSJNNJH LOXTON, the Widow of Samuel Lox- 
ton, deceas'd, who was the late Servant at the Bag- 

nio in Silver-ftreet maketh Oath, That in July, One 
Thoufand Seven Hundred and Thirteen, and as near as 
this Deponent remembers, on the Twenty Ninth Day 
of the faid Month, this Deponent was legally married 
to the faid Samuel Loxton, according to the Rights and 
Ceremonies of the Church of England, in College-Court, 
Weftminfter, by Mr. Shaive, a Clergyman, at his Houfe 
there, in the Prefence of John Cornijh, and Anna Maria 
Dorton ; and this Deponent has had two Children by 
the faid Samuel Loxton, one whereof is now living ; and 
further faith, that fince this Deponent's Marriage with 
the faid Samuel Loxton, he the faid Samuel Loxton, mar- 
ried one Diana Seednuell, the Daughter of the Mafter of 
the faid Bagnio, which as foon as this Deponent dif- 
cover'd, ftie caufed the faid Samuel Loxton to be appre- 
hended and carried before Juftice Saintlo, who on full 
Examination of the Matter, committed the faid Samuel 
Loxton to Ne-uigate, for marrying two Wives ; where 
he laid until he was acquitted by the late Adl of Grace or 
General Pardon. And this Deponent farther faith, 
that the faid Samuel Loxton, this Deponent's late Huf- 
band, was the faid Samuel Loxton, that was kill'd at the 
Bagnio in Siher-Jireet by Lieutenant Bird. 

Jur. in Cur. 11 die Februarii, 
Anno quinto Georgii Regis. 

Sufannah Lo.xton. 

Mary, 
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MJRT, the Wife of James Shanv, Clergyman, ma- 

keth Oath as follows, that the Deponent was by 
and prefent, when Samuel Loxton, late Servant at the Bag- 
nio in Siher-jireet, was married to Diana Seedivell by 
this Deponent's Hulband, at his Houfe in College-Court, 
Weftminfter, which was, as near as this  Deponent can 
remember,   about the  beginning of Slept ember,   1714, 
and not before ; and this  Deponent can the better de- 
pofe, for that the faid Diana at that very time had a 
Pair of green laced Shoes on, which file put oif before 
file was married, faying, green was an unlucky Colour, 
and ftie would not be married in green Shoes.    And 
this Deponent further faith. That as foon as the Cere- 
mony was over, one Mrs. Dorton, a Neighbour   of this 
Deponent's Hufband,came to this Deponent's Hulband's 
Door, and met this Deponent in the Entry, and told 
her, that Ibe hoped this Deponent's Hulband had not 
married the faid Samuel Loxton to the faid Diana Seed- 
'well, for  that this Deponent's Hufband had above a 
Year before married the faid   Loxton  to one Sufannah 
Coiuper, and that his faid Wife Sufannah was then living; 
whereupon this  Deponent,   in  a very great Surprize> 
acquainted her Hufband with what he had-done, and 
asked him how he could marry the faid Loxton to  the 
faid Diana Seed'well, when his former Wife was living ? 
and this  Deponent,   upon Search of this Deponent's 
Hufband's   Book,   wherein he enter'd his   Marriages, 
found the  faid Loxton\ Marriage with his firil Wife 
Sufannah enter'd,   and fliew'd it this Deponent's Huf- 
band, upon which he feem'd much concern'd, and faid, 
he did not remember that he had before married the 
faid Loxton, and feemed very forry for what he had 
done. 

Jur. in Cur. 11 die Fehruar. 
cor am J. Jjres. 

Mary Shaw. 

In 
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In  Banco  Regis. 

JOHN Cornifl-,   of Pakers-Lane,  Holhorn, Malfter, 
and  Anna Maria Dorton,   Widow,   living in the 

Hay-market, jointly and feverally make Oath, That in 
July Ill's,, and as near as thefe Deponents remember, 
the zgth Day of that Month, Samuel Loxton, late Ser- 
vant at the Bagnio in Silver-ftreet, deceafed, was mar- 
ried to his now Wife Sufannah  Loxton, (whofe  Name 
before Marriage was  Sufannah Co-wper)  by one Mr. 
Shavj, a Clergyman of the Church of England, at his 
Houfe in College-Court, Weftminfter, in the  Prefence of 
thefe Deponents.    And thefe Deponents can the better 
depofe, for that this Deponent, John Cornijh, gave the 
faid Sufannah Loxton away to the laid Samuel Loxton, as 
her Father. 

John Cornijh. 
Anna Maria Dorton. 

Jur. in Cur. 11 die Februar. Anno 
quint. Georgii Regis. 

In  Banco   Regis. 

AN NHarrifon, of the Parifh of St. James's, Wi- 
dow, maketh Oath, That flie very well know- 

eth Sufannah  Loxton,   the Widow  of Samuel Loxton, 
late Servant at the Bagnio in Silver-flreet, deceafed, and 
this Deponent did lodge in the fame Houfe with her, 
at Mrs. Dorton'i when ftie, the faid Sufannah Loxton, 
laid in of her firll Child, and that whilft fhe laid in of 
her firft Child, the faid Samuel Loxton came frequently 
to fee her.    And this Deponent further faith, that when 
he was with her, he owned her as his Wife, and the 
Child as his own Child, and called her his Wife over 
and over again in this Deponent's hearing, and in the 
hearing of a great many other Perfons. 

Jur. in Cur. 11 die Febr. Anno Ann Uarrifou, 
quinto Georgii Regis, 

In 
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In Banco Regis. I 

MART de Cojia, the Wife of John de Cofta, 
ir.aketh Oath, that Samuel Loxton, late Servant 

at the Bagnio  in Siher-Jireet, deceafed, m May iji^, 
fent for this Deponent, and told her he had a Child by 
Sufannah Loxton his Wife, to put to Nurfe, and agreed 
with this Deponent for zs. 6 d. a Week to nurfe the 
faid Child; and accordingly this Deponent nurfed the 
faid Child 14 Weeks, for which this Deponent was 
paid by the faid Samuel Loxton ; and afterwards the did 
Loxton took away  his faid Child from this Deponent, . 
and dropt the fame in the Street, for which he was 
taken up by the Officers of St. Bride''?, Pariih, London, 
and thereupon the faid Samuel Loxton, compounded the 
Matter with the faid Officers.    And farther this Depo- 
nent faith, the faid Samuel Loxton, during the Time 
this Deponent  nurfed his faid Child, owned and con- 
feffed to this Deponent^ that he was lawfully married 
to the faid Sufannah Loxton, and that Ihe was his Wife, 
but declar'd, he had made a Refolution never to coha- 
bit with her. - 

Mar) de Cofta. 

Jur. in Cur. 11 Feh. An. 
^toGeorg. Reg. 
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A Copy of the Commitment of Samuel Loxton, 
for living in Adultery with Diana Seedwel], 
hisfirji and lawful Wife Sufannah Loxton, 
being then living : For which he was com- 
mitted to Newgate, and came out by his 
Mqjejlfs A51 of Grace. 

To the Keeper of Newgate." Middle/ex. 

REceive into your Cuftody the Body of 
Samuel Loxtoui charged before me, by 

his own Confeffion, for felonioufly marrying 
of Diana Seed-well, his firft Wife Sufannah 
Camper being ftill alive: Keep him till dif- 
charg'd by due Courfe of Law. Given under 
my Hand and Seal the 13 th Day 0? July, 
1717. 

L, Sainth, Vera Copia examenper Bodett' 
ham Rouje, Turnkey. 

ANNE Towne, Servant to Mr. Seednuell, at the 
Bagnio in Siher-ftreet, Depofeth, That on the 
25 th Day of SeptemberhA, Ihe this Deponent, 

was ordered to wait upon Lieutenant Bird, with a 
Gentlewoman in his Company, who behaved himfelf 
like a very quiet and civil Gentleman, who after being 
in Bed to repofe himfelf fometime, Mr. Fenerfell ia.16, 
the faid Lieutenant defired a Bath, which ilte this De- 
ponent underftood was deny'd him ; and that Venerfell 
was pufh'd out of the Room, and fell down Stairs, 
but that Venerfell return'd back, and double lock'd the 
faid Lieutenant's Door on the outfide, as Venerfell told 
her. This Deponent farther faith. That there was no 
Ferfon in any Bath at that Time. And this Deponent 

VOL. I. L further 
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further faith, That fome time after fhe lighted Mr. 
Seednuell, Venerfell and Loxton the Deceafed up Stairs, 
Jjoxton having a Cane in his Hand, and Venerfell 2^ Fag- 
got-ftick,   but the Candle falling, fhe returned down 
Stairs to light it.    This Depopent further faith. That 
Ann Smith,   {a Witnefs againft the   faid Lieutenant) 
was not in the Houfe till Ihe was called by this Depo- 
nent, which was after Loxton (the deceafed) wa? dead, l3«- 
ing then about Four o'clock in the Morning.    And this 
Deponent fiirther feith. That flie this Deponent, toge^ 
ther with another Woman, Wife to William Backer, 
were the only Perfons in the faid Lieutenant's Room, to 
examine and fearch Mrs.  Wehfier (the Gentlewoman 
who came with the Lieutenant) whether flie had any 
Penknife or other Weapon, whereby to do any Mif- 
chief; the faid Mrs. ^si^fr then tefling this Deponent, 
that the faid Lieutenant was very much abufed.    And 
ihis Deponent further faith. That fhe this Deponent 
laving afterwards fome Difcourfe with the aforefaid Ve- 
•nerfell 3!oovt the Cane and Figgot-ftick before-mention- 
ed, he the faid Venerfell told this Deponent, that fhe 
muft not fpeak any thing about the faid Cane and Fag- 
got-ftick, left the fame fhould prove a means to fave the 
laid Lieutenant Bird^i Life.    And this  Deponent fur- 
ther faith. That flie this Deponent was prevailed with 
by a Stranger, under fair Pretences, to go to drink fome 
Liquor, whereby fhe this Deponent became intoxicated, 
and thereby hindered from appearing at the Trial of the 
laid Lieutenant Bird, to give Teftimony hereof,  which 
Ihe this Deponent defigned otherwife to have done. 

POWIS. 

CHa-les Brome, late of Spring-Garden, in the Parifh 
of St. Martin in the Fields, upon Oath declares. 

That about this Time Twelvemonth, Samuel Loxton, de- 
ceas'd, came into his Houfe in Spring-Garden about the . 
Hours of Nine or Ten, in a white Linnen Waiftcoat, 
Drawers and Night-cap, and call'd for a quartern of 
Bravely, and drank to fome Company in the Shop, and 

imme- 
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immediately after forced himfelf into the Company o? 
fome Gentlemen belonging to the Guards, and a Dif- 
pute arifing about the State Prifoners, he vindicating 
their Caufe, and juftifying their hard Ufage, the Gen- 
tlemen forbid him their Company ; but he refufed to 
go, and was for fighting with any of them, fhowingthe 
Wounds he had received from fome Gentlemen, and 
fwore he had had thirty Guineas Damage, and fwore he 
would have a hundred more before he had done with 
him. And I finding him bent for quarreling, I per- 
fuaded the Gentlemen to quit my Shop, left any Mif- 
chief fliould enfue, which they did ; and the Company 
being gone, I perfuaded him to go home, and demand- 
ed my Reckoning, which he told me he could not pay, 
fwearing he had not above Three-pence in his PocKet,. 
and would not pay. 

Charles Brome, 
yur. comm me 7 Feb.  1718. 

Paul Margaret. 

MA R TBrome, Wife of Charles Brome, of the 
Parilh of St. Jndrenu Holborn, in the County of 

Middkfix, Gent, makejji Oath, T)\?it Qvie. SamuelLox- 
ton came into this Deponent's Hulband's Houfe in Spring 
Garden, about a Twelve-month fince, in a white Linnea 
Waiftcoat and Drawers, and by his Drefs and Appear- 
ance fhew'd himfelf in every relpeiS to be mad, and that 
he intended Mifchief, by his quarrelfome Behaviour, 
with all the People in the Houfe, and opening his 
Cloaths fhew'd feveral Wounds, and faid he had recei- 
ved thirty Guineas for one of the faid Wounds, and 
fwore that his Father-in-Law would fue the Gentleman 
for a hundred Guineas more^, and that he did not value 
his Wounds which he had, for he got Money by it; 
and fwore he cared not for them, for he believed ha' 
fliould die by the Sword, and went away, and refufed 
to pay his Reckoning. Maty Brme, 
'^r.-j die Feb. ijii. coramme 

Littleton Povjis, 
L 2 yof„ 
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JOHN John/on, of theParifh of St. James's v/ltkia 
the   Liberty of Wejiminfter, Gent, maketh Oath, 

That he is a Neighbour to Mr. Seednuell, who keeps a 
Bagnio in Silver Jireet by Golden-Square;   and hearing 
that one Loxton was kill'd there, he this Deponent went 
to the Rummer-Ta'vern the next Day after the faid Lox- 
ton was deadjto enquire how that Matter happened ; and 
did find there one Venerfel, a Waiter to the faid Bagnio; 
who told this Deponent, that Capt. Bird had the Night 
before thrown him down Stairs and broke four of his 
Ribs; upon which this Dej)onent afked  Venerfel, who 
was his Surgeon ? He the faid Venerfel rt-^y'd. He had 
no Surgeon, but was a Surgeon himfelf, and had fet his 
own Ribs, which this Deponent believes to be impoffi- 
ble, and that the faid Venerfel only faid fo to aggravate 
Matters againft the faid Capt. Bird. And this Deponent 
further   faith.   That   he knew the  deceafed  Loxton, 
who was a drunken troublefome Man, and frequently 
abufed the prefent Government, and was, fome time 
before his Deceafe, like to have been kill'd by a Gen- 
tleman in the faid Bagnio (as it is in the Neighbourhood 
generally reported) for his infolent Behaviour:  That 
the faid Loxton has own'd to fiiis Deponent, That he 
had two Wives living at the fame time ; and Mr. Seed- 
vjell, who keep  the faid Bagnio, would permit any 
Man with a Woman to lodge there, without afking any 
Queftions who they were.    And laftly, this Deponent 
further faith. That Mr. Bofwel, who was Foreman of 
the Jury upon the Trial of the faid Captain Bird, was 
Landlord to Mr. Seednvell.    And that he this Deponent 
is a perfeft Stranger to the faid Captain. 

John Johnfin. 
Jur. 7 die Feb. 1718. 

coretm R. Ejre. 
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fhe Confejfion, Behaviour, and Laft Speech of 
Jane Griffin, condemn'dfor the murder of 
her Servant-maid. 

SH E defired that the Reverend Mr. Nicholfon, of 
St. Sepulchre's, which Parifh fhe belong'd to, (and 

. at that Time Ihe committed the Murder flie kept 
the Ihree-Pidgeons, a Publick-Houfe on the Pavement in 
Weft-Jmithfietit) might attend her jointly with me, which 
he accordingly did. As I vifited her conftantly twice a- 
day, I had an Opportunity of nearly obferving her Be- 
haviour. She appear'd to be very well acquainted with 
the Holy Scriptures. From the firft fhe did not deny 
the Faft ; but I was tender of putting it to her too foon, 
leaii I Ihould teach her to deny it, and make her Con- 
feffion more difficult afterwards ; but fhe told me, that 
ihe knew her prefent Misfortunes were occaiion'd by 
her former Sins. On Monday Night I was difcourfmg 
to her of the Nature of Hell : On Tuefday Morning as 
foon as fhe faw me, fhe Ihow'd me in the Prayer-Book, 
the Pifture of our Saviour hanging on the Crofs, and 
afked me, " if that was not her Saviour ? " which. 
Words fhe often repeated to me ; " It was the Saviour 
"of Mary Magdalen, who kneel'd at the Crofs, and 
" why not hers"? 

She could fometimes not be perfuaded to fit on a 
Chair, but would fit on the Floor, faying, " That fhe 
" ought to humble herfelf in Duft and Afhes j and 
" that had fhe ten thoufand Hearts, ihe would willing- 
" ly they a//fhould bleed, to attone for her Crime." 
She was in hopes of a Pardon till Wednefday ; fhe then 
heard the Dead Warrant was come down for her Exe- 
cution on Friday; She then afked me, " if it was pro- 
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*• per for her Hulband to come tb her any more ?'* I 
told her it was proper flie fliould again fee him to give 
him her beft Advice, and to fettle the Affairs relating 
to their Family. She alfo afked me, " if (he might go 
" to Bed any more ?" I anfwer'd. That as fhe had al- 
ways been accuftom'd to a certain Proportion of RdV, 
the want of it might render her unfit for the Duty of 
the following Day ; and as for too much Sleep her Con- 
cern would prevent it. 

On Thurfday, Ihe kneel'd down on the Ground, and 
inade the following Confeffion ; " I did kill my Maid 
" in the following Manner; after I had cut my Chil- 
" dren fome cold Fowl for Supper, I mifs'd the Key of 
" the Cellar ;   it not being foon found, I was  vety 
" angry ; going then into the Room where the Maid 
" was, the Maid began to fay, I was always blaming 
" her for every thing loft 5 I ufing then perhaps a fliarp 
" Word, the Maid began very foul and abufjve Lan- 
" gusgs ^ rne :  On this, as I flood by her, being 
*• fretted before, I ftuck the Cafe Knife, that cut th« 
*' Childrens Supper, into her Bofom ; but I verily be- 
*• lieve her Stays were open, or it could not elfe hav^ 
" kill'd her."    When ihe took her laft Farewell of her 
Hufcand and Daughter, it was not poffible to view 
without Tears the Reluftance with which they left each 
other for ever.    She advifed her Hufband to be par- 
ticularly regardful of the Sabbath ; not to continue any 
in his Houfe who fwore or appear'd to be Paffionate : 
Then turning to her Daughter,   who hung upon her 
with Tears, Ihe conjur'd her not to negleft to learn her 
Duty, to go conftantly to Church on a Sunday, and to 
be afraid of Paffion.    After a very hard and difficult 
Talk in parting, her Hufband and  Daughter left hpr, 
and I prepar'd for theadminiflringto her the Sacraments 
but before I did fo, I defir'd all prefent to withdraw, ^ 
and being alone I aik'd her if fhe knew of the Murder 
of'Squire Han/Ss in ihe Fcrthing-Pye-Hoitfe-Fields, " fhe 
** protefted ihedid not, nor dfi fhe ever live nigh that 
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*' Place." I then told her of the Common Fame as to 
the cohabiting with Mr. Griffin unmafry'd, " fhe pro- 
" tefted it was falfe, and fhe was innocent of it. 

On Friday, the Reverend Mr. Nicholjon, belonging 
to St. Sepukhre\ Parifh, attended her to the Tree iti 
her Coach, and I in that appointed for me. After I 
had there pray'd with her, ihe defir'd me to pray again 
for the Pardon of her Murder of Elizabeth Oshorn. 
She then declared tome the following Words, which ihe 
requefted me to deliver aloud to the People. 

" I confefs (faid flie) the MURDER, but it was not 
" in Malice, nor did I think of doing it a Moment 
" before ; it was PaiTion ; Paffion I heartily advife and 
" requeft all prefent to beware of, efpecially the firft 
" beginnings of it, left it grow upon ye, and bring ye 
" to thefe Miferies I juilly undergo." 

The Reverend Mr. Nicholfoti then pray'd with her : 
She foon after defir'd me again to affift her in Words to 
implore Pardon for the particular Murder of her Maid. 
When I had done this, and afterwards had pronounc'd 
the Abfolution and the Bleffing, and was now depart- 
ing, Ihe, holding me fall by the Hands, alked me ear- 
neftly } " if I hop'd there was Mercy for her Soul f If 
" I thought Chriil would be entreated ? " I anfwer'^ 
her, and recommended her Soul to God j defiring hes 
not to difmifs me with Rduftance, for we Ihould j^get; 
again (I hop'd) in the Kingdom ofHearven. 

She was executed at Tyburn, Jan. 29, 171 g-UO/ 
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The Behaviour, Confejfion, and Lajl Speech of 
John Kein, for the Murder of his Wife, 

IN the Account he gave me of his Life ; he faid, he 
was of his Father's Trade a Weaver. But though 
he had the tendereil of Fathers,- and was the only- 

Child, yet he left his Father when very young, ,and 
went into the Army, where he was a Serjeant; All 
ways of Living were infipid to him but that; he faid, 
he was at the taking of Donvay in Flanders ; but her late 
Majefty ending the War, (among other Regiments) his 
was broke : Imagining he ihould be Heir to his Fa- 
ther's Effefts, he left the Queen's Service, and at his 
Father's Death was worth 500 1. a very great Sum to 
him, as nothing is little but by Comparifon. But being 
a great Company-keeper, and no great OEconomift, he 
foon diminifhed his Fortune, was arrelled, and made a 
Prifoner in Wood-ftreet Compter. 

He faid, he had always kept Company with lewd 
Women, but of all, he never was downright in Love 
with any, but her he had married, and unhappily mur- 
dered. He faid he Ihould not have married her, (ha 
ving a Wife living) but that he thought there was not, 
nor could be in the World, another Perfon like her, 
with all Excellencies and Perfeftions; for which Reafon 
he openly wedded her at ^t. Andre'w'i Church, Holborn, 
after the Banns had been there thrice publiih'd ; and he 
faid, very willingly took his Trial for it afterwards at 
the Old-Bailey ; thinking nothing too much to undergo, 
or fuftain for her Sake. 

He alfo told me, he was very well fatisfied and con • 
tented to Die ; and Life he never expefted, well know- 
ing His Majefty would not pardon a Crime of the Nature 
cf his:  Therefore (he faid) he had, to the utmoft of 
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his Power, endeavour'd to fit himfelf for another Life, 
and had great Hopes and ever Affurances he faid, that 
he had made his Peace with God. He added, that a 
little Book which he fhew'd me, called Lama Sabach- 
thani, or the Cries of the Son of God, bad been of moft 
fmgular Ufe and Benefit to him, together with a little 
Book I lent him, and which he defir'd he might give 
to his Child ; for that, he faid, to his greatell: Sorrow, 
was the only Legacy he ihould be able to leave her. 

The Behaviour and Confejfion of William 
Spiggot, who was indiSted for feveral 
Robberies on the Highway, and found guilty 
with Thomas Crofs otherwife Phillips, and 
William Burrows; the former whereof was 
executed, but the latter received his Majejly's 
moji gracious Reprieve, being Lunatick, and 
having been feme Ifeeks in Bedlam before- 
his Trial* 

HE was zg Years of Age, born in Hereford, where 
his Father was Oilier, at the Chief Inn in the 

Place ; he had been married about ten Years, had three 
Children living, his eldelt Daughter being (he faid) 
feven or eight Years old, but his Son about fix ; he 
was himfelf put Apprentice to a Cabinet-tnaker or 
Joyner in Hereford. 

If we were to believe the Accounts that are given 
of his Behaviour even when a Boy,, and the many Pri- 
fons he was faid at his Trial to have been confined in 

L <r fo* 

* &i? SELECT TRIALS, p. 13. Vol.1, of the above- 
faid tdalefaaors Trial. 
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fer Robberies, he mull: have been (was all that true) 
this ten or twelve Years on the Highwajr; but he affir- 
m'd that could not be true ; becaufe he laid he was not fo 
loon out of his 'Prenticeftiip, but that he ferv'd feven 
Years faithfully with his Mafter, nor could have any 
Opportunity of going on the Highway during that 
Time ; and added, that his Apprenticefhip ended about 
feven or eight Years ago. 

Upon his Trial he refufed to Plead, and was order'd 
ID be preffed, but before he was put into it, I went to 
iim, and endeavour'd to diffuade him from being the- 
Author and Occafion of his own Death, and from cut- 
ting himfelf off from that Space and Time which the 
Law allow'd him to repent in for his vicious Courfe of 
life : He then told me, that if I came to take Care of 
liis Soul he would regard me, but if I came about his 
Body he defir'd to be excufed, he could not hear one 
Word. After a while I left him, and when I faw him 
•again it was in the Vault, upon the bare Ground, with 
the Weights {•viz. 350 ll>.) upon his Breaft. I there 
•Jjray'd by him, and at Times ask'd him, why he 
would deftroy his Soul as well as Body, by fuch an ob- 
Jlinate kind of Self-Murder ? All his Anfwer was, Pra'^ 
for me. Fray for me ! In the midft of his Groans he 
j[ometimes lay filent, as if infenfible of Fain, then would 
fetch his Breath very quick and faft. Two or three 
Times he complain'd that they had laid a cruel Weight 
ion his Face ; tho' nothing was upon his Face but a 
thin Cloth, that was however remov'd and laid more 
iight and hollow j but he ftill complain'd of the pro- 
digious. Weight they had laid upon his Face, which 
might be occafion'd by the Blood being fiufh'd and 
forc'd up into his Face, and preiTmg as violently againfl: 
the Veins and fmall Tendrills there, as if the Preffure 
upon them had been externally on his Face. 

When he had continu'd about half an Hour in the 
Torture, and 50 lb. more Weight had been laid on his 
Jreaft, lie told the Juftice of Peace who committed 
him, and niyfelf,  Ihet he •would PJead; accordingly 
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the Weights \TOre at once taken off, the Cords that 
ftretch'd out his Hands and Legs were cut, and he lifted 
up, and held by two Men, while fome Brandy was put 
into his Mouth to revive him. He was very faint and 
almoil fpeechlefs for two Days, but then began to re-, 
cover Strength, for fometime; afterwards he again grew 
worfe, and defired to receive the Sacrament, for he be* 
Mev'd he Ihould live but little longer; but before hie 
Execution he again recover'd Strength, and conftantljr 
attended the Prayers in the Chapel twice a Day. 

The Reafons, as far as I could learn from him, of 
his enduring the Prefs were. That he might preferve his 
Effefts for the Ufe of his Family, that it might not be 
urged to his Children that their Father was hang'd, and 
that -Lindfey the Evidence who was a Clergyman, 
and had his Education at Cambridge, fhould not triumph, 
over him,  by faying he had fent him to Tyburn. 

He faid he thought himfelf truly penitent, and as 
fmcerely fo, as he who fhow'd his Sorrow by his Tears ; 
but that it was not eafily in his Power to weep, nor 
had he ever remember'd himfelf to have fhed a Tear, 
except once fince he was in the Condemn'd-Hold, at the 
final parting with his little Son. 

Sometimes he would fay, that he wilh'd he had 
dyed in the Preffing j for all that Senfe of Pain was foon 
taken from him, and he was fallen into a kind of Slum- 
ber. At other Times he expreffed himfelf, that he 
•was glad he did not cut himfelf off by his Obftinacy, 
from that Space the Law had allow'd him for his Re- 
pentance for the Sins of his whole Life. 

On Monday Feb. 9. before his Execution, he receiv'd 
the Sacrament, and faid that he defir'd not to live, 
for he could be only a weak and unhealthy M.m ; and 
added, that he could raife his Breath only in the lower 
part of his Stomach: He faid he had been guilty <»f 
the greateft Sins he could commit except Murder, thk 
it was in vain to mention his numerous Robberies on 
the Highway, being perhaps about a Hundred. He 
faid allo, that lie robb'd chiefly toward HQunJloiv-hsath, 

I< 6 likewife 
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likevvife towards Kingfion, and fometimes on the Road 
to Ware; that there was befides one Tyfon, and one 
William Colthoufe of their Gang, but was not then 
taken. 

He was enraged at Jofeph Lindfey in particular, be- 
caufe Spiggot had once refcued him when he was nigh 
being taken, and in the defending him was wounded, 
and in danger of his Life. 

The Night before his Execution, he efpecially com- 
plain'd that Thomas Crofs was fo harden'd and reprobate, 
that he not only refufed to join with them in Prayer, 
but would put out the Candles, and rattle his Irons, fo 
that he could not perform his Duty. On the Wednef- 
</«)! Morning he again receiv'd the Sacrament in-the 
Chapel, from whence he was immediately after carry'd 
to the Place of Execution, Feb. 8, 1720-21. 

'The Confejfton and Behaviour of William 
Barton, condemn'd for affaulting on the 
Highway John Lord Vifcount Lisbon, [Bro- 
ther to George Vaughan, who was con- 
demn'd for a Robbery, and was tranfported 

I with Wreathock, the Attorney, Baby 
Bird, and Counfellor Juftice, about a Tear 
and half ago'\ near Pancrafs-Church, and 
taking from his Lordjhip and a Lady in the 
•Chariot with him., a Silver hiked Sword, 
a Snuff-box, and about 12 s, in Money. 

HE faid he was 31 Years of Age, born in Thames- 
jireet near the Cujlom-houfe ; that he was  at i o 

Years old fent for by his Grand-father, who kept an 
Eating- 
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Eating-Houfe by Coment-Garden, from his Father, 
and bound Apprentice to that Bufinefs j he faid his 
Grand-father taking a liking to him, gave him all En- 
couragement, but he being of an uneafy and unfettled 
Difpofition, grew uneafy in the Service of his Grand- 
father, and long'd to go to Sea, which he did at 12 
Years of Age : He faid his Father was not unlike him 
in the unfettlednefs of his Temper; for he had left his 
Wife and liim, and other young Children, and was 
gone to Jamaica, taking with him another Woman, 
whom he had kept Company with a confiderable Time. 

As his Father had taken over to Jamaica, Goods, 
i£c. to a confiderable Value, he faid he thought it beft 
for him to go to Jamaica, when he forfook England; 
and when he got thither, he found his Father had been 
a fubftantial Planter in that Country, but was lately 
Dead; and the Woman he had cohabited with being 
very young, and himfelf at that Time very young, he 
did not look after his Father's EiFedls, but liking the 
Sea enter'd himfelf in a Sloop, and got his Livelihood 
on the Coafts of Jamaica. After this he laid, their 
Veflel was taken by the Spaniards, and himfelf with 
feveral Englijhmen, carry'd Prifoners into Spain : He 
faid the Treatment they met with there was at firft 
very barbarous and inhuman, and their Allowance were 
Bread and Water ; but after a while they were fome- 
what more at Eafe; but one D^ feveral of them being 
employ'd by their Keepers to repair an old Wall be- 
longing to the Prifon, they made their Efcape into a 
Cloyjier or Con'vent, where the Fryars refufed to deliver 
them up, infilling on the Privilege of their Holy Place, 
which was a Sanftuary for the Diftreffed: He faid they 
had not been long there (where they was employ'd as 
menial Servants in the Chjjier) before they made their 
Efcape from tiience, and return'd to England in a fmall 
Ship, but added, that they were inform'd, that the 
Religious Order intended voluntarily to have given them 
their Liberties. 

After this he faid, he lifted himfelf for a Soldier, 
and fexv'd her late Majefty Queen ANNE in the War in 
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flaitiers, where he was in feveral Engigements, and 
alfo at the Siege of D(nvay, and other Towns on the 
Borders of France : Aftel- a confiderable Time, being 
disbanded, and returning again 'vato England, he married 
a Woman, without having he faid, any vifible Way of 
maintaining himfelf, much lefs her and a Family of 
Children ; {b that having cohabited a very Ihort Time 
with her, he was oblig'd to go again to Sea, after he 
had committed fome vile Aftions, being concern'd with 
a wicked Gang, which would he well knew bring him 
to Ruin and Deftruftion : He faid, that during his 
Continuance at Sea, having a Wife in his Native Coun- 
try, he was reftlefs and uneafy, and diftrafted in his 
Thoughts ; and tho' he was certain he could not live 
in England, he could not bear the Thoughts of conti- 
nuing away from it ; for he daily fancy'd that his Wife 
and Child being reduc'd to extream Neceflity were ftar- 
ving, and calling for Bread, and blaming his Abfence 
and Negleft; fo that he was forced to return again to 
England, tho' he knew it would be his Ruin. When 
he nad found out his Wife, he faid he could not for- 
bear endeavouring to fupport her even at any Rate 5 
and for that Purpofe committed Robberies, and particu- 
larly one in Co-vent-Garden, for which he was tried, coH- 
vifted, and tranfported to America for the Space of feven 
Years; being there fold for 18 /. but was not ufed as a 
Slave, but fet to overlook* the Negroes in their Work, 
and to lafh them when they neglefted it: This he faid, 
was the happieft Part of his Life, that he endur'd no 
Wretchednefs, had no Care, but found whatever was 
requifite for the fuftaining Life provided for him ; y«t 
he was again fo reftlefs and uneafy at the Coefideration 
ef his Wife's being fo far diftant, that to quiet his 
Mind he faid, he was oblig'd to lleal privately away 
at the End of fix Years, and return'd a fourth Time into 
England, which was about July. 

When the Dead Warrant came down to Netagate for 
his Execution, he was in fome Violence of Grief, oc- 
jafion'd as he feid, by the earneft Defire he had be- 

fore 
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fore he dy'd to fee his Mother, or at leaft to know 
whether fhe was alive or dead ; for he faid when hifr 
Father was gone to America, where he ended his Days, 
his Mother let Lodgings in St. f amesh-Jlreet, and ha- 
ving in her Houfe the Earl of Glafgoixi, fhe marry'd 
with one of his Dependants, whom the Earl afterwards 
preferr'd to a Place in Scotland, of 200 /. a Year, and 
his Mother accompanying his Father-in-law, he had 
not heard of her a long Time ; but as for his Father- 
in- Law he had been inform'd, that he had been fome- 
time fince dead. 

The Wednefday preceeding his Execution, he faid he 
hop'd he had made his Peace with God, that he fpent 
every Moment in Prayer, and in reading either the 
Bible or other good Books that was lent him in the 
Place of Condemnation, thanking God that his Child 
was to be provided for by a Relation, and his Wife he 
faid, who never knew of one of his ill Aftjons, would 
go into the Country, where if fhe was honefl, God 
would blefs and profper her. 

The Evening before he dyed he faid he was veryeafy 
in liis Mind, and had his Thoughts taken off from tkis 
World, and was ready to fufFer as the Law appointed. 
Being afked if he was prepared for the Reception of 
the Sacrament ? and what the Sacrament was ? he an- 
fwer'd, that he trufled in God he was fit and prepar'd 
to eat the Flefh of Chrift, and to drmk his Blood fpiri- 
tually, in Remembrance of his Death ; and added, 
that he threw himfelf altogether on the Mercies of 
God for the Pardon of all the many Sins of his Life. 

He was executed at Tyhurn on Friday the i ath of 
May, 1720. 

Thi 
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The Confeffion of "Walter Kennedy, who was 
condemn'd at the Sefftons of Admiralty, for 
that he with other Pirates^ had roWd and 
plundered the Ship called the Loyal Roverj 

HE faid he was not 26 Years of Age, born at Pe- 
lican-Stairs in Wafping, where he had an Oppor- 

tunity of learning his Father's Bufinefs of an Anchor- 
Smith, but did not trouble himfelf with that Trade after 
his Deceafe, chufing rather to go to Sea, and leave his 
Father's Effefts to be poiTeffed by his Mother and his 
Brothers: He faid he ferv'd her Majefty Queen ANNE 
in the Wars againft France, but being told what Lords 
the Pirates in America were, and that they had gotten 
feveral whole Iflands under their own Command, he 
coveted to be one of thofe petty Princes : That he 
harbour'd thefe afpiring and unfettled Thoughts feme 
Time, nor could meet thofe whofe Bufinefs it was to 
feduce ftout and ftrong Men, with the Profpedt and the 
Promifes of infinite Wealth; but foon after he faid, he 
was one of the Sailors fent with Captain Rogers, to re- 
cover if poffible the Ifland of PnTOiV^wr^from the Pof- 
fefiion of the Pirates ; that as foon as they landed on 
the Shore, the Captain read the Aft of Grace or gene- 
ral Pardon, to every Pirate that would enter into her 
Majefty's Service, whereupon moft of the Iflanders 
fubmitted, and the reft difperfed and fled, refufing aa 
honeft Life. That this Capt. Rogers being confirm'd 
Goveyior fitted out two Sloops, and direfted them 
where to Trade ; that Kennedy was in one of them^ 
and ajfo many of the reform'd Pirates. He added,, 
that they had not gone many Leagues before they held 
Confultatioas together to turn their Veffel into a Pi- 
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rate Sloop, and all who refufed were to be kilPd as 
Cowards and unhearted Wret(;}ies; after which they 
empty'd the other Veffel of every Thing of Value, thail 
turn'd it a-float, being lefs fwift, and lefs fit for failing, 
flying, or attacking ; after which they made them- 
felves Mailers of two large Ships and grew ftrong for 
an Engagement. 

When I aflc'd about the Nature of Pirate Ships, he 
faid they chofe their Captain, and fometimes one was 
pitch'd upon, fometimes another; but that they were 
much on an Equality, except in an Engagement, but 
then the Captain had the fole andabfolute Command: 
He added, that they often difplac'd Captains (having a 
fort of Common-wealth among them) but very rarely 
fufFer'd any Violence to be oiFer'd them, but held a 
Refpeft for any one who had been their Commander, 
tho' he had appeared irrefolute and idle: He alfo faid, 
that they were all fworn not to fight on Board, and 
for the leaft Quarrel muft undergo the Sea Punifliment; 
and they had certain Perfons to determine and judge 
in any particular Cafes in Difpute; adding alfo, that 
they had certain Iflands, where they knew they c^uld 
meet with Impunity and Encouragement, as Providence, 
Irinidado, See. But that they were fometimes obliged 
to lay down a Sum of Money before they could get 
from thofe Places; but at Jamaica or Barbadocs, 
they feldom dare touch even for Neceflaries; becaufe 
there is a Sufpicion always at thofe Places if they fee 
a fwift Sloop alone, and that it was ftill more dange- 
rous for them to go aftiore on the chief of the Bir- 
tnudas Iflands v He alfo faid, it was a moft unhappy, 
as well as wicked Life, that they were always in dread, 
and forced to fly from, or fight with every Ship they 
met with; that they were twice obliged to fight in 
the Night Time, befides their frequent Skirmiibes in 
the Day Time; but they were never taken, it being 
their Maxim to overcome, or to efcape, or to die. 

But once he faid, they were in moft efpecial Dan- 
ger ; for having refolv'd to make their Fortunes at 
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ftnce, or to be all kill'd, they fell in with the whole Pof- 
tttguefe Fleet of twenty and odd" Sail; and finding one 
Ship feparated from the reft, they took her without fi- 
ring a Gun, by bidding a Portuguefe amon^ them call 
the Captain aboard their Ship, and by then fending fome 
Men to take PofTefficn of his Ship: After which, he 
faid, they compell'd the Captain to difcover which Ship 
carry'd the Gold, and attacking it at a Time when fe- 
parated from the reft, they had alniofl: oi^ercome it, 
when they were well nigh furrounded by the whole 
Portuguefe Fleet ; and that 'twas owing to their own 
Swiftnefs, and to the Cowardice of the Portugueje, that 
they at all difengag'd themfelves. 

He alfo laid, that one Da-vts was chofen their Cap- 
tain, but on the Coaft of Brazil, feveral of them going 
«n Shore, the Governour of the next Port dilcover'd 
they were Pirates, but being unable to cope with fuch 
a Number as was then on Land, he invited the Captain, 
this Kennedy, and ten others, on Shore the next Day, 
to partake of a Collation at his Seat or Caftle; they 
went accordingly, but were attack'd by feveral Negroes 
who lay in wait for them by the Sea-fide, Da-vii and 
all were kill'd, but this Kennedy and another, who ef- 
cap'd up a Mountain, and leap'd thence into the Sea, 
and were accidentally taken out of the Water alive, by 
the Boat that carried them to the Shore. 

He would have recounted to me feveral other Faflages 
of his Life, hut I told him I had not Leifure to regard 
cr put down any more ; In the whole, he appear'd al- 
together fenfible, that Men are widely miftaken who 
enter into fuch a vicious Courfe of Life for wordly Be- 
nefit and Advantage : He faid a Curfe did certainly at- 
tend their Aftions ; for tho' they hoarded all their Mo- 
ney, nor needed to fpend, their Plunder being fufficient 
to keep them, yet he never knew any one that could 
come to enjoy it, partly being afraid to venture on Shore 
when they had enough to live well there, and partly be- 
ing fo accuftom'd to that tumultuous Way of Life, that 
the Life of a private Gentleman was dull and melan- 
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eholy to them; fo that when their Ships were gsXiM\ oU 
in Spoil, and had laid up a good deal of Gold, ttiey were 
either taken, or elfe were fonk and loft, which he im- 
puted to the over-ruling Providence of God, whofe Eye 
is over all his Works. 

He faid, as for himfelf, tho' he had receiv'd very great 
Shares of Booty, it had fo ill profper'd, that he believ'd 
he Hiould want a Coffin to put his Carcafs in ; that he 
loft moft of his Gold in the Highlands of Scotland, whe- 
ther their Ships were driven by a Storm, whife the 
Captain an Irijhman intended for Inland i but they 
leaving their Veflel there, and feperating, and the Cap- 
tain alfo dying there, he himfelf v/ent for Ireland, but 
meeting with no Encouragement, nor finding a Main- 
tenance came for England, and after fome Time was 
obferv'd, apprehended, try'd and convifted. 

He alfo laid that he knew Captain Roberts, fo known 
for his Piracies, that he was once Firft-Mate of his 
Ship; but feperated from them on the Coaft oi Jfrica, 
in a ftolen Veflel, of which he was chofen Captain j 
but afterwards got two Ships of above 30 Guns each ; 
that he ufed to fay, nothing from the King of England 
fliould content him, but the Government of the Lee- 
•ward IJlands, and if he could not peaceably obtain them, 
he wou'd e're long hold them by Force : He added, 
that their Captains were always chofen, and Roberts was 
chofe not fo much for his Strength and Courage (tho' 
he was large and ftout, and moft defperate) as for his 
Cunning, and Knowledge of the Seas, and quick gueft 
at the Bulk and Force of any Ship tHey came nigh. 

He faid affo, that he would not be in the high Con- 
dition of this Roberts for all his Wealth and Ships, be- 
ing afTur'd he cou'd have no Peace of Mind, if 'twas 
only for having murder'd the French Governor of an 
American Ifland, and hang'd the Firft-Mate for fome 
Minutes, becaufe the faid Governor executed one of his 
beft Men, whom he catch'd on Shore, for robbing him 
on the Sea with Roberts. 
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The Day before he died, he faid he was even glad he 

was noLin the Place of Brad/haiu repriev'd, for not be- 
ing allow'd to return to England from his Slavery in 
America, he believ'd he fhould be tempted to betake 
himfelf again to his former wicked Courie of Life. He 
was very eafy he faid to die, and hoped he had fully 
made his Peace with God, and knew not when he could 
be better prepar'd to leave this World j adding, that as 
he had only a Wife, and no Children to provide for, 
his Thoughts were not at all on this Life. 

He defir'd before he died that he might receive the 
Holy Sacrament in a private Place, and not in the Cha- 
pel, as he could there be more retir'd, and better lift 
up his Heart to God. 

The Behaviour of the aforefaid Pirate at Exe*- 
cution-Dock. 

TH E Morning of his Execution he receiv'd the 
Sacrament, with much Attention and Devotion, 

but appear'd extreamly terrify'd and concern'd at 
the near Approach of Death. When he was on the 
Scaffold erefted for him, he apprehended he ftiould faint,, 
and call'd for fome Water to drink, and then after the 
Prayers were concluded, he requefted that the People 
prefent might be caufed to attend to fome few Words he 
had to fay, which chiefly were to the following Effeft: 

" T A M brought to this Place of Shame and Dif- 
*• I grace, for Crimes which fully defsrve fo vile a 
" Death, and I freely confefs myfelf guilty of the 
" Crimes I was convifted of^ as well as many other 
" Faults of the like Nature, for which I beg the Par- 
" don of God, and of you my Country-men ; and I 
" hope all here will be warn'd by my difmal Example, 
" and not fancy Happinefs can arife from Robbery and 
" Cruelty; and I believe all my former Companions 
" are, or will be, as wretched as I am,   I declare that 
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" I think my Wife a pious and virtuous Woman, and 
" fhe was always againft my Vices.   I die in Charity 
" towards all the World, and hope all will pray for my 
" poor Soul.    I pray God preferve my Country. 

He was executed at Execution-Dock, July 21, 1721. 

^e Behaviour and Confejfion of Matthew 
Clark, for the Murder of Saiuh Golding- 
ton, at a Place call'd Wilfden-Green. 

HE was about twenty-four Years of Age, bom at 
St. Allans, near to which Place he was bred up, 

and ferv'd a Gentleman, in whofe Family he might 
have learn'd a much better Difpofition and Temper of 
Mind, had not his Nature been corruptly bent from the 
Cradle, and the Difpofition of his Soul forceably lead- 
ing to Vice. He faid he was taught very well to read ; 
but what tended ftill to the depraving his Mind, was the 
negleft of Reading, or hearing the Scripture ; but fit- 
ting in the Church-yard with other idle Fellows, during 
the Time of Divine Service. 

But he added, that he perceiv'd his Mind and Incli- 
nations more fenfibly inclined to Wickednefs for a Year 
or two laft paft; which he now imputed to God's Spirit 
having left him to himfelf : For he could not be con- 
tented with his old Way of Life, mz. going to Plough, 
and driving Carts; but ufed to flculk about Bujhy-heathy 
near Watford, intending oftentimes to fet upon fome 
PaflTengers there ; that he faid he did rob on that Heath 
a Perfon of about forty-five Shillings, ufing him cruelly 
at the fame time. 

^ What Money he got by ill Means he own'd never 
did him any Service ; but as he was liked well enough 
he faid, by moft of the young Women thereabout, he 
confumed much Money in trifling ways upon them. 

While 
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while he Iiv'd at Watford, he ufed to go frequently 

*0 that Town and be merry ; till by his Perfuafions he 
had induced a young Woman to confent to Marriage ; 
and bringing her up to London, they went to a Gold- 
fmith\ to puichafe a Ring ; but he not having Money 
enough to pay for it, left her, and pretended he had a 
Legacy in the Country bequeath'd him of 15/. which 
he would receive, and at the fame time defray all Ex- 
pences. Leaving London, he went toward Neefden, and 
IVilfden-Green, where he had fometime Iiv'd ; he faid, 
he lay about for two or three Days, intending to rob' 
till he had acquired 15 /. But being alone, though he 
often made a Refolution to attack the next Perfon that 
pafs'd, his Heart fail'd, he durft not attempt it: That 
he here met the Mafter of the Akhoufe where he did 
the Murder, who afking him how he came to loiter 
there in Hay-time, oiFer'd him Work, and hired him 
for a Servant: But he upon confidering it was Hay- 
time, and all Folks from Home, and in particular the 
-Mailer of the faid Akhoufe, went thither, and calling for 
Liquor, fat an Hour,renewing the former Friendfhip that 
had been between him and the Maid, Snd talking over 
the many Merriments and Frolicks ; he having before 
pretended a Love and Kindnefs for her. After this, he 

.laid, when he was now affured that no one was in the 
Houfe but they two alone, the Devil put it into his 
Mind, that he could not poffibly rob the Hpufe unlefs 
the faid Servant Maid was difpatch'd. Upon which he 
added, that he privately got a Knife under his Coat, 
and getting up to kifs her, delign'd to cut her Throat ; 
but his Heart mifgiving him, he fat down again : A 
while after he went and kifs'd her again, and then, he 
faid, (for which God pardon his Soul) he fnatch'd the 
Knife from his Coat, and cut her Wind-pipe, and went 
away ; but the Knife being very dull, ihe made a Noife 
in the Throat as if Ihe caU'd to him, and fcrabbled to 
the Door ; he feeing Ihe was not dead, return'd, and 
imoft barbaroufly cut her Neck round to the Bone, and 
tlieji robb'd the Houfe of a little Silver, but was too 
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iurpriz'd and fhock'd to carry off much. At mentiOTi- 
ing this, this moft abandon'd Creature very much cry'd, 
and afked, " If for him there could be any Mercy from 
« God! 

When I enquired farther of the Particulars of this 
barbarous Murder, he faid, " That was the whole, and 
" the true Matter of Faft." As for what follow'd af- 
terwards, he told me he went for London again with the 
Kttle Money he had got j but being to pafs by Tyburn, a 
Sort of Horror and Trembling feiz'd him, nor could he 
poffibly go by it: Returning back he met a Waggon, 
and the better to prevent Suspicion, undertook to drive it 
to London. Soon after the Purfuers came up to him, 
and alked him, if any one had pafs'd his Waggon who 
might be fufpefted of Murder ? Whereupon he fhewing 
feme Confuiion, they examin'd him farther, and per- 
ceiv'd the Sleeve of his Shirt to be bloody ; but he af- 
firm'd that he had met a Soldier, who abufing him, he 
Jiad fought with him : But the Confcioufnefs of his 
Guilt preffing hard upon him he foon confefs'd the 
Truth. 

He fliow'd a Concern (though without Caufe) that his 
Father, an honeft and induftrious Man, going once to 
fee him in TSieivgate, faid, Had he been to die for any 
other Sin he would have aim'd at faving his Life j but 
nothing but Blood could attone for ^lood. 

On the Tuefday before his Death, when I urg'd him 
to prepare for his latter End ; he faid, he could fcarcely 
be well compos'd, the hanging in Chains was fo apt to 
intrude upon his Thoughts ; but that he well deferv'd it 
he own'd ; adding, that he had often remember'd what 
he us'd to read in the Scripture, 'viz. That the Bodies of 
the Wicked Jhould be expos'd to the Beafis of the Field, and 
to the Fowls of the Air for Meat. 

Before he dy'd I ask'd him, if he had not had very 
terrifying and frightful Thoughts, in the Night-time 
efpecially ? He anfwer'd, that it wa& not eafy to 
exprefs the Horror of his Soul; that he had 
friglvl^ul Dreams, and dreadful  AppreheniioBs:   And 
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how he ftiould meet the murdered Creature at the tajl 
Day, if he had deftroyed her Soul as well as her Body, 
God only knew! After I had advifed him in thefe 
Matters, I direfted him to prepare for the Reception 
of the Holy Sacrament, &c. 

At the Place of Execution he defired the People might 
be told, that he had no Ill-will to the young Woman 
he kill'd, but had a Refpeft for her. That no body 
was with him when he robb'd the Man on Eujhy-Heath : 
That he intended to have left the young Woman he 
was to marry, but not to have fold her to America, as 
was faid. He hoped all would take Warning by him, 
and would pray for his departing Soul. 

thi 
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the Confeffion and Behaviour of John Haw- 
kins, (/'« April Seffions  ty^i) for affault- 
ing Thomas Green a Pofi-Boy, on this fide 
Colebrook ; this Prifoner waiting (by reafon 
of his remarkable Bignefs) at the End of 
Harmonfworth-Lane, while Richard Wil- 
ibn,   and George Simplbn, putting their 
Handkerchiefs in their Mouths, and turning 
their Wigs upjtde down, cJapt a Piflol to the 
Pofi Boy^s Face, led his Horfe down the Lane, 
there making him difmount, where George 
Simpfon bound the Boy and a Countryman 
with him to a 'Tree together, while Richard 
Willbn carry'd the Mail to the End of the 
Lane,  where this Prifoner Hawkins was 
waiting, in order to riffle the fifty Bags, and 
pick out from them the Bath and Briftol, 

THIS Malefador was twenty-eight Years of Age i 
born at Stanes in Middlefex ; where his Father 
a fober Man, (but of no great Subftance) intended 

he ihould have been of the Bufmefs of a Plaijierer ; but 
he not relilhing fo mean a mechanick Occupation, could 
not indiiftrioufly fettle to that, or any thing elfe of fuch 
a Nature ; telling me, that he believed not many Men 
had more greatnefs of Spirit than himfelf, but that was 
fo far from being a Benefit to him, that it had occafion- 
ed his Deilruaion. After he found that he could not 
fubfift by flying from one Projeft to another, he fettled 
himfelf in the Family of Sir Dennis Dutiy, where as 
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'Butler he liv'd without any Exceptions taken as to his 
Demeanour in the Family ; but that he there gratify'd 
his natural Inclinations as to Eating and Drinking, and 
made that habitual which was before in his Conftitu- 
tion. But an Uneafinefs happening in the Family, 
which they fancied the Butler was in part the Occafion 
of, he left that Place with a good Charafter, as to his 
Integrity, Having been inftrufted in the Nature of 
Trading (he faid) to France and Flanders, in Wines, 
Brandies, &c. he joined with his Brother, a Captain of 
a Veflel, or Sloop, in fetching thofe Commodities from 
thofe Places, and commonly paid the King's Cuftom 
for them : That this way of Life was very agreeable to 
him, but his Gains were not fuperior to his Loffes, he 
having a ftrong and violent Inclination to arrive at great 
niches and Splendour; on a fudden he left the uncertain 
Way of dealing at Sea, to deal (he faid) in the South- 
Sea and the Bubbles, from which he had Recourfe to 
Bubbling in another Way, as fome others befides have 
done ; in which vicious Courfe he had Succefs for a 
confiderable Time. 

When I went to him before his Trial, he (howed me 
certain Books, which he faid were fent him he believed 
out of a good Defign, and not to cajole him and extort 
a Confeffion from him ; and much accus'd thofe who 
had villainoufly aflerted in the News-Papers, that he 
and Simp/on had acknowledged the Faft before the Ju- 
/lice of Peace, together with above twenty other Rob- 
beries. At the fame time he ftiowed me an Advertife- 
ment, which defcribed the Mail to be robb'd by two 
Men, whereas Richard Wilfon\ Information made them 
three in Number. And as for their making a ftrift and 
previous Preparation, that he faid became every Man 
under Calamities, becaufe God was the properelt Being 
to apply to in Misfortunes. 

Af his Trial, during the fix Hours it lafted, he be- 
haved himfelf in a decent and becoming Manner ; but 
when he found himfelf condemn'd, and well knew the 
Confequence was certain Death, he put on a Deport- 
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meat furprizingly odd and bold, arraigning the Court 
and the Jury alternately, and difcovering (as he fancy'd) 
feveral irregular Proceedings at his Trial; which Dif- 
courfe, as it was deliver'd with a good Grace might 
have an ImprelTion on fome People, had it not beea 
fully anfwer'd by the Court. 

At firft after his Condemnation, he was greatly dlA 
turb'd at the filthy Place appointed for him ; but being 
forc'd to fuftain the Confequence of his Vices, he and 
Simffon found it not impoffible to remove in fome mea- 
fure the Objeftions they had againft it, preventing by 
their Authority that lewd and profane Difcourfe which 
is commonly the moft heard in that Place, where it 
ihould the leaft be found, preventing thofe, whofe In- 
clinations have been to be ferious. 

But though he could not at firfl: be induced to allow 
that the Sentence pafs'd upon him was agreeable to Equi- 
ty j declaring, that had a certain Perfon been faithful to 
him, the "Jury could never have found him guilty, and 
that the Mildnefs of the Judge was not very remark- 
able in this Cafe j yet after I had talked with liim twice 
in private, I found thofe Prejudices were of themfelves 
fled from him ; for he told me then, ' That he was 
' perfeftly eafy, and fatisfied to die, and had no Ill-will 
' towards any body, and that he had expefted to die 
' fome coniiderable T'ime before the Calamity came up- 
' on him, and when he was firft apprehejided, but that 
' fome who underllood the Law, had tiiought him a; 
' very Babe to let his Life flip away, and that if he'd 
' but exert himfelf. Life v/as as near to him as Death, 
' iifiT.' which Difcourfes had at firft wholly tiirn'd his 
Mind to Life and the World.    Being told by a Gentle- 
man, tiiat he ought to bear no Malice to Richard Wil- 

fo?i, his Friend and Accufer, becaufe he aded not out of 
Ill-will to him, but to preferve his Life; lie anfwered, 
' that Life was fvveet, efpecially to thofe in their Courfe 
' of Life j yet he himfe f would have died more Deaths 
' than one, rather than have betray'd his Friend, and 
' embru'd his Hands in the Blood of his Companion ; 
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' however, he freely forgave him from the very Bottom 
' of his Heart, and wifti'd that the Creator would fo 
• forgive him.' Defiring at the fame time, that I 
would give him the Holy Sacrament the Friday before 
they dy'd, as well as at the ufual Time, to wit, the 
Execution-Morning, which was complyed with. 

As to his Deportment, there could be no Objeftion 
againft it; 'twas ferious with Sorrow, and obfervant 
with Fear ; but as his Death drew near, he appear'd to 
be greatly ftiock'd: At the Sacrament on Friday, he 
changed Countenance, when I told him we were to con- 
clude the Sacrament, Prayers, and all, by Nine of the 
Clock on Monday Morning, being the Day of Execu- 
tion : During his Devotions he fhed a great many Tears, 
which none elfe did; which he alfo did at the Sermon 
preach'd laft before his Death. 

At the Prayers, the Morning that he fufFer'd, tho' 
he always aim'd at a fettled and compos'd Countenance, 
he yet appear'd ruffled and fomewhat terrified ; which 
fhewed he had a true Senfe of his Condition, that Death 
ss not only the Pain of Dying, but the appearing before 
God, with the eternal Seal fet upon our Aftions, for 
Happinefs or Reprobation. 
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The Confeffion and Behaviour of George Simp- 
fon, who was alfo condemn'd for the fame 
JJault on the Bojl-Poy\ on the 6th of April 
1722, aiout One 0'Clock in the Morning, 
and taking a Black Gelding value 10 /. two 
Mails value 4 /. and fifty Leather Bags value 
5 /. the Goods of our Sovereign Lord the 
King. 

THIS Malefaaor was about thirty-four Years of 
Age, born at Putney in Surrey : He faid that his 
Father was a Wine-Merchant, and had a confide- 

rable Eftate ; and that though he was fometimes mean, 
yet he was born a Gentleman ; he added, that his Fa- 
ther removing from Surrey into Lincoln/hire, did not fo 
well bear up his Head ; yet he gave him a good Educa- 
tion, and he underftood fomething of the Law : He 
alfo faid, that fome thought a Sherijfs Bailiff (whick 
he was at Lincoln) an ungenteel Employment, but he 
thought a Man might behave himfelf in it as became a 
Gentleman, and fometimes where the Bufmefs would 
not fet oiF the Man, the Man has fet off the Bufmefs; 
and that he was ignorant of the Art of racking Men 
too feverely for Civility Money. He told me befides, 
that when he kept a Publick-houfe in Lincoln, he per- 
mitted no Irregularity to be committed there, but he be- 
lieved was at that time of Day as well look'd upon as 
thofe who were higher in Quality and Fortune, fre- 
quently turning away leud Men and Women, who would 
willingly have tranfafted their Leudnefs under his Roof. 
But delighting, he faid, too much in Pleafure, though 
the Diverfions were innocent, yet his Bufmefs decayed 
infenfibly, and he was obliged to abfcond, and foon fly 
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the Country. Afterwards, he faid, when he was Ser- 
vant to the Lord Caftkmain, he could defy the World 
to alledge any thing to his Prejudice. He adds, that 
when he left the Lord Caftlemain's, Place, he needed not 
have again fubmitted to the meaneft Station, but that 
the loweft Life was to him more elegible than the high- 
eft vicious one, at that happy time. But to prevent 
Temptations, he afterwards ferved Mr. Green as a Foot- 
man ; yet was not eafy in fuch a Poft; but aim'd at 
Tome Writing Bufmefs, as to keep Accompts, or the 
like. That he was Affiftant to Mr. Grubjhanv a Frui- 
terer in coUefting his Debts, and to his Sifter Ellet, of 
JSaivtry, in managing her AiFairs after the Deceafe of 
her Hufband, fhe being left with feme fmall Children. 

He was perfeftly compos'd and eafy under his Trou- 
bles, never fhed a Tear, never feem'd terrify'd at the 
Approach of Death ; but was conftant and regular in 
liis Devotions, ferious at the Sacrament, and maintain'd 
the very fame Deportment to the laft of his Life. He 
faid, that Richard Wilfin was compell'd to end his 
own Days, or to Ihorten theirs, he had nothing to fay 
againft him ; yet did believe, that there was fuch a Tye 
and Obligation in Oaths, efpecially taken at a facred 
Time, that he might queftion, whether even the Good 
of the Publick could excufe the breaking thro' them. 

He faid, that it was his Unhappineis never to have 
liv'd with the Perfon who was his Wife ; but on the 
other hand, 'twas his good Fortune not to have any 
Children to bequeath to Difgrace, and to the Bryars of 
a wretched World; he added, that yet, as her Relations 
were Perfons of Eftate and Account, he might have en- 
tertain'd good Expeftations after their Deceafe, had he 
not ruin'd his own Profpefts, and their Intentions. 

Three Days before his Execution, he told me he felt 
^Xi uncommon inward Compofure of his Mind, was en- 
tirely eafy at the Profpeft of Death, as he had deferv'd 
it, and had expefted a Turn of Fortune a good while 
(he faid) before it came upon him ; defiring to receive 
the Holy Communion twice before he fufFer'd, which I 
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agreed to, and gave it him, the Friday before he died, 
in the Chapel, and the fame Day he died in another 

jWore filent and quiet Place. 
He repeated it, that nothing came by Chance, but 

was under the Direftion of a liiperior Being. He faid 
alfo, that he was moft concern'd, that fome under Con- 
demnation with him, were fo ignorant, that though he 
read and'pray'd with them continually, he thought it 
next to impoffiblei to make them nnderftand. 

John Ha-TO&j being told by a Gentleman, that .R/- 
, chard Wilfon .h&i. own'd that' he and Hanvkins, iffc. 

were concern'd in • cutting out the ancient Woman's 
Tongue, .aiid throwing it over a Hedge into the Road, 
becaufe ftje told the People in the robb'd Coach that (lie 
knew one of the Robbers ? This Prifoner's Anfwer was, 
thatihe never dealt in barbarous Aftions. I told him I 
bad je&iv'd a Letter fix)m the Widow of But/er Fox, 
whp ^ired he would acquaint Mrs. Fox, whether hs 
zxi^lSimpfin were alone concern'd in that Robbery for 

'which Fox dy'd ; he feem'd to encline to it, hut faid the 
benefiting that Woman luould he harming another Per/on, 
if he made any fuhliclt Declaration to the People. But as 
for the robbing any Nobleman's Coach near Richmond, 
and taking a Ring much valu'd as being a Prefent from 
another Perfon of Quality, Ke abfolutely deny'd it. 

Geerge Simpfen faid, that as a certain Nonjuror had 
affur'd him, that 'twas not neceflary to confefs any 
thing, he was refolv'd to confefs Nothing, but faid their 
Robberies about London had beenfo numerous, that they 
were too tedious then to recount, nor were they of any 
Significance to the World. 

AH the Malefadors took Leave of all their Relations 
and Friends the Day before they died, that they might 
not be difturb'd on the Day of their Deaths. Having 
concluded their Petitions to God in the Chapel, and the 
Reception of the Sacrament in a [then] more quiet Place, 
they were convey'd between Nine and Ten o'Clock to 
Execution. No one being allow'd the Privilege of a 
Coach, they appear'd in the Carts with uncommon To- 
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Icens of Repentance, fcarce ever raifing their Eyes from 
their Books to regard the great Crowds about them, nor 
tarrying to drink Quantities of Liquor as was ufually 
done. 

John Ha'wkins defiring the Speftators to be filent, 
iziA: Chriflians, I am brought to this Place of Shame for 
my Sins ; I hope and earneftly hope all Chriftians 'will'pin 
'with me in Prayer for the Pardon of my Crimes ; Ifor- 
^ive all, and hope to befirgi'ven of all my felf I beg all 
here prefent nuill take Warning by my 'wretched Death, 
•and wvoid'what led me to it. Pray for me hleffed People ! 
Pray for my departing Soul! Chriji recei've me ! Lord 
Jefus come quickly. Being in fome Confuiion, he was 
turn'd off, and died not without prodigious Difficulty 
and Struggling, contrary to his Friend, who was more 
compos'd before he died, and more eafily loft his Breath. 

Executed at ^for» MJJ; 21,  1722. 
They were both carried in a Cart to Hounflonu-heath, 

and there hung in Chains. 

^dn Account of the Behaviour., Confeffion, and 
Lqft Dying-Speech, of Matthias Brinfden, 
for the Murder of his Wife Hannah Brinf- 
nen, on the i6thDay o/July, 1722, in the 
Parifh of St. Anne, Black-Fryars. 

AT the Seffions which began at the Old-Bailey, on 
Friday t\\e-jth of September, 1722, was condem- 
ned Matthias Brinfden, of the Parifti of St. Anne, 

* Black-Fryars; for that he, on the 16th Day of July, 
1722, did mortally wound, and murder, Hannah Brinf- 
den, his Wife, by giving her (with a Knife of feven In- 
ches in Length) a Wound under the left Pap, of the 
Length of one Inch, and about the Depth of fix Inches; 
wnder whick mortal Stroke ftie lay in Agony for one 
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Hour, without Power to fpeak, or accufe any one of 
bringing her to an untimely End, and then expired. 

This Malefaftor being a confiderable Time under 
Confinement before his Trial, and the Exclamations of 
the Town being ftrong and violent againll: him ; I was 
defir'd by a great Number of People to take a peculiar 
Regard of his Soul, his Death being as certain as his 
Imprifonment: Accordingly, I fent for him to the 
Chapel, obferving he abfented himfelf, but he made an 
Excufe not to be there; upon my repeating and fending 
to him, the Meflenger told me, and faid he was brought 
up according to the Way of the Roman Catholkh, and 
had nothing to do with our Chapels, Parfons, or Prayers: 
But this, I believe, was only to prevent his being forced 
to the Chapel, that he might indulge himfelf in Sloath 
and Idlenefs: The' afterwards, he deny'd that ever he 
declar'd himfelf a 'Roman Catholici, or fo much as ever 
fpoke to the Meflengers I fent. 

However, during the whole Time that he lay before 
Condemnation, he never once appear'd at Prayers j 
when he was upon his Trial, it was thought remark- 
able, and a Token of a Savagenefs and Barbarity of Na- 
ture, that, inftead of throwing himfelf upon the Mercy 
of the Court ; inftead of defiring Death rather thari 
Life, with Remorfe of Confcience ; inftead of burfting 
out into Tears, for the Lofs of the Partner of his Bed, 
his Joys and Griefs ; he infifted on trifling Allegations ; 
faid his Wife lov'd Brandy and Geneva, difobey'd his 
Commands, and would not be eafy to live as he liv'd ; 
making a Remark, that the Surgeon muft fwear flilfely, 
in aflerting that the Wound was fix Inches deep, when 
the Knife produced in Court was not fix Inches long. 

After his Condemnation, he being at Chapel, I exa- 
min'd him, and tax'd him with having fo little Regard 
for his Soul, which muft fo affuredly make its Appear- 
ance in another World, in fo ftiort a Time : He anfwer- 
ed. That he trembled at the Thought $ of an avenging God, 
hut not the more for having ended his Wife's Dats, vjhich 
ivas accidental: At die fame time, he took hold of my 
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two Shoulders, turn'd me round, twlfting his own Body 
in a very ftrange Manner, in order to explain fully to 
me the Way in which he perform'd the Murder, his 
Wife (he faid) being pulhing violently by him, that ftie 
might force her Way to the Brandy-Shop, near her 
Houfe, where he faid flie continually went. 

I ask'd him, Honiu he could bathe his Hands in the 
Blood of his Wife, 'who vjas his oivn Flejh, and nue are 
told, no Man e'veryet hated his O'wn Flejh ? What induced 
him to pierce that Breaji, that had once thought fo kindly 
cf him as to ived him ? Hotv he could ivijh to fee that Face 
fale in Death, in nvhich he had once delighted in ? To 
this he anfwer'd, that he was as innocent of Guilt as the 
Child unborn ; that his Wife was jovial and gay, with 4 
or five Women at his Houfe that Evening when he went 
home, was free and merry with them for a confiderable 
Time : They going away, he took a narrow fliarp 
Knife, (which he ufed in his Bufinefs) in order to cut 
fome Bread and Cheefe; his Wife enquiring if flie muft 
feed on Cheefe and Bread at Noon, and alfo at Night ; 
3ie alked her if Ihe was fo nice, that fhe could not digell 
what he and his Children did ? Whereupon, Ihe an- 
fwer'd in Anger, She 'would not. That he intended then 
to give his eldeft Daughter a Pye ; as he fometimes be- 
friended her a little in her Dyet, becaufe fhe was (he 
faid) a good Girl, took Care of his Children when his 
Wife was at the Geneva Shop, and did a great deal of 
Bufmefs, and he thought well deferv'd laucli more than 
was in his Power to beftow upon her. 

He added, that thefe Things exciting his 'Wife, in 
fome meafure to Anger, Ihe thruil him by to get thro' 
the Door, he refolving fhe fhould not go abroad, but 
ftay at home at Nights, as became a good Wife. In 
preventing her going out, (having the Knife and Bread 
in his Hand) the Knife unhappily fhe thruft into her 
own Side. We afked. How then the Wound could be 
^b deep ? He anfwered. That fhe refolv'd to go to the 
Geneva-Shop, and that nothing but Death fliould flop 
lier; denying tliat I16 did it thrg' Paffion, or was fo 
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much as angry v.'ith her. Being afked then, how he 
came to burn her Arms with a red-hot Poker fome Years 
ago ? He faid, flie was of fuch an odd Temper, that 
nothing but Beating would do with her, and fhe was 
commonly good for a Week after ; but if he let her a- 
lone for a Fortnight, Ihe would confume all, and turn 
the Houfe almoll: upfide down ; which was the Reafon, 
that it wasjuft a Week between this Scuffle that pro v'd 
her Death, and the Fray the Monday before, when the 
Shears were run into her Skull, and fhe was cover'd 
with Blood, upon which he run away, till he heard Ihe 
was not dead. 

He faid farther. That tho' his Daughter fwore, he 
threw his Wife down on the Bed with one Hand, and 
ftabb'd her with the other, he laid her gently on the . 
Bed, to preferve her from Death, and to fave the In- 
fant that was fucking at her Breaft. He added, that 
he would that Moment have given a thoufand Worlds 
for her Life ; and fent for Bafilicon and Sugar, to re- 
tain that Life a while which he could not recall; in or- 
der to have her to declare. That there ivas no Malice be- 
tiveen them, and Jhe could not belie've he dejlgn^d her 
Death. 

He alfo faid, That when he was efcap'd to Mr. Kef^ 
at Shadwell-Dock, he felt that Uneafmefs in his Mind, 
that he wiili'd he might be taken up ; and tho' he was 
then in Bed, the Apprchenfions of his Mind, would not 
let him fleep, but he fancy'd he heard the Conftable ap- 
proaching to feize him every Moment, even while he 
was fafe on his Pillow. 

After this, he kept conftantly to Prayers, except a 
Day or two, that he was fick of three Maladies (he faid) 
at once-; But when his Daughter who was Evidence a- 
gainft him, appear'd in the Chapel, to beg he'd forgive 
her, he turn'd away and would not fee her; when the 
Girl kneel'd down before him, with Hands lift up, and 
in Tears begg'd him to forgive her ; and there were 
near twenty other Perfons (fome of them kneeling to 
him) begg'd with Tears, he would pardon his Daugh- 

ter; 
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ter, bfc. He was about half an Hour before he could 
be perfuaded to fay he forgave her ; and it was next Day 
before he could be induc'd to kifs her, as me begg'd moll 
earneftly he would; tho' two Clergymen, and others, 
reprefented to him, that Ihe was but a Child of fixteen; 
could mean him no Harm, and had only done what 
Juftice and the Law oblig'd her to perform: At laft, 
when he feem'd really to be in Charity with her, he 
faid, (crying very lamentably) For Chrifl's fake my Child, 
Hodforginie me, I hwve robVdyou of your o-jjn Mother ; 
he a good Child; rather die than fteal ; nei'er be in Paf- 
fion, but curb your Anger ; and honour your Miflrefs, for 
Jhe''ll be both a Father and a Mother to you : Fareavel my 
Dear, Pray for your Father, and think of him as ivell ^s 
you can ! 

During this, the fad Sorrow of the Daughter was en- 
creafed, by the Sight of her Father who wafted away to 
a Skeleton, from a fanguine florid Complexion ; which 
was not occafion'd, he faid, fo much by any Sicknefs he 
fuftain'd, as by the inward Vexation of his Mind, which 
prevented his receiving any Nourifhment from his Food. 

The Morning before he dy'd, he faid, Death was 
very acceptable to him, but he hoped he ftiould not be 
lefufed the Sacrament, but allowed to receive it in fome 
Place more free from Noife and Tumult, than the Cha- 
pel us'd to be ; which was adminiftred to him on Mon- 
day Morning, agreeable to his Requeft. Before he went 
to the Sacrament, he took his laft Farewel of all his 
Children, with an incredible Number of Tears from 
}iim and them. As the Sacrament was giving, he puf- 
fionately called on Chrift, cry'd vehemently, wrung his 
Hands, i^c. After he had receiv'd it he grew calm, 
and fo continu'd till his Death. 

At the Place of Execution, being taken out of the 
Cart, and plac'd under Tyburn, he regarded none, but 
flood as wholly wrapt in Thought, without any Surprize 
or Confternation. But afterwards the Prayers being be- 
gun, he was earneft and attentive. Then defiring Si- 
leace among the People, he dsfired I would fpeak aloud 

what 
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what was dilated to me by him, his Voice being too 
weak to reach the People around : It was as foUowsf 

' I was born of kind Parents, who gave me Learning • 
' went Apprentice to a Fine-Dranxier : 1 had often 
' Jars, which might encreafe a natural Wafpifhnefs in 
' my Temper. I fell in Love with Hannah my late 
' Wife, and after much Difficulty won her, ihe having; 
' five Suiters at the fame Time. We had ten Children 
' (half of them dead) and I believe we lov'd each other 
' dearly ; but often quarrelled and fought. Pray good 
' People mind, I had no Malice againft her, nor thought 
' to kill her two Minutes before the Deed ; but I de- 
' fign'd only to make her obey me thoroughly, which 
' the Srcnpture fays, «// m^es JhouU do. This I 
' thought I had done, when I cut her Skull on Monday 

but flie was the fame again by Tuefday. 

c \ '^^^^ ,^^?P'^'.^ ^^"^"^^^ y°" f° Obferve, That tho' 
the World has fpitefuUy given out, that I carnally 
and mceftuoufly lay with my eldeft Daughter, I here 

^ ftlemnly declare, as I am entring into the Prefence of 
Cjod, 1 never knew whether fliewas Man or Woman 

^ fince fne wasaBabe; I have often taken her in my 
^ Arms, often kifs'd her, fometimes given her a Cake 

orPye, when Ihe did any particular Service, beyond 
what came to her Share ; but never lay with her, or 
carnal y knew her, much lefs had a Child by her • 
But when a Man is in Calamities, and is hated like 

. n^' i^t^S"'"" "^'^ T"^^ Surmifes be Certainties. 

. Good Chnftians pray for me ; I deferve Death • I 
am willing to Qie ; for tho' my Sins are great, God's 
Mercies are greater. >     v>-o 
He was executed at Tyburn Sept. 24, 1722. 

The 
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^e Behaviour and Confeffion of Charles 
Weaver, who was indiSied for the Murder 
of Eleanor Clark, Widow, by giving her 
a Wound of the Depth of 7 Inches with a 
Sword, near the Left Shoulder, on the 6th 
cf December 1722, of which Wound fhe 
inftantly expired. It appearing hy the Evi- 
dence , of two Watermen, and of Edward 
Morris in the Boat with them, that Weaver 
was angry with Eleanor Clark, for bid- 
ding him pay Morris the Money he owed 
him, upon which he endeavour'd to overturn 
the Boat, but being prevented by Thomas 
Watkins the Waterman, he drew his Sword, 
and vowed he would kill them all, but 
making Pajfes at them, did dejlroy only 
Eleanor Clark ; this appearing to the Jury, 

. he was found guilty of the IndiSfment. 

HE faidhe was 30 Years of Age, born in the City 
of Ghucefter, where he was put Apprentice to a 

Goldfmith, and ferv'd near four Years, but fpending be- 
yond his Circumftances, he went into the Service of the 
late Queen ; He faid, that the Captain he was under, 
going over with Soldiers out of the Sa'voy to America to 
quell the Indians, who had taken up Arms againft the 
Englifh Plantations, he went with him ; being arriv'd in 
the Wefi-Indies, they mounted all their Cannon, and 
what the Governor alfo had belonging to his Refidence, 
and wanted only Numbers of Men to have fubdu'd tlie 

hidiani 
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Indians at once ; but they coUefling vaft Numbers, laid 
Ambufcades in the thick Woods which were to be 
pafs'd thro', and deftroy'd feveral of the Englijh; fome 
of the Indians being arm'd with Guns, tho' moft of 
them were naked ; but after a great many of them were 
flaughtered, they durft not appear any more, but kept 
clofe in thick Woods, where they could run much fa- 
tter than any Englijhman could follow, after which they 
went up into America; but as the Indians are unac- 
countably malicious where they have a Quarrel, they 
flew feveral belonging to the Plantations, fometime 
after, in a very treacherous and cruel manner, fending 
their Lips, Ears, and Nofes, i^-c. for Prefents. 

After he had contiau'd here near two Years, he re- 
turn'd into England, and from thence went into Spain, 
where he was in fome Fights, and receiv'd Wounds, 
when the Honourable the Earl of Peterborough was Ge- 
neral : He added, that he receiv'd fuch Kindnefs from 
the Spaniards, as he never receiv'd from any Englijh- 
man, and intended to have fpent his Days in that Coun- 
try, if he might have been allow'd to do fo ; but being 
with the late Duke of ORMOND when Vigo was taken, 
he had for himfelf feveral hundred Pounds, and brought 
it into England as foon as poffible, intending to fet up 
at Gloucefter, but the Money infenfibly wafting, he be- 
took himfelf to the Wars, and was a fecond Time at 
the taking of Vigo. 

He alfo faid, that belonging to the fecond Regiment 
of Guards, he was fo much in Favour with his Officer, 
that he took him into his Houfe, where he liv'd for 
feveral Years, and was twice review'd in order to his 
being of the Life-Guard, had he not been imprifon'd 
and convifted of this Murder: He added, that he 
thank'd God, that during the whole Courfe of his Life 
he never wrong'd or defrauded any one of a Half-penny, 
but had behav'd himfelf like a Gentleman, and a Sol- 
dier, having a Soul above fuch vile Ways of getting 
Money, but was forry to fay, that others had not dealt 
fo honeftly by him, but had defrauded him of five Gui- 
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neas, which was fent him from a Friend in the Coun- 
try; alfo of a good CoiEn which a Gentleman in LOK- 
don had employ'd a Perfon to buy for him. 

His Wife with Child being kill'd about a Fortnight 
before, by a Dray or Cart that ran over her, as Ihe 
was going to her Husband in Ne-ivgate, added very 
much to his Misfortunes ; but he hop'd fomebody wou'd 
take Care of his late Wife's Son, about feven Years old, 
fliould have a fraall Eftate that was left him by his 
Grand-mother, for he had no one elfe to bequeath it to. 
He much lamented his having always liv'd in fuch a 
Way, that he had wholly forgot to Write and Read, 
which incapacitated him from performing his Duty, 
adding, that he had greatly neglefted the Church of 
God, and had fcarce heard one Word of the Scripture 
for feveral Years, before he was confin'd to Newgate, 
but he hop'd his Misfortunes, like thofe of the Prodi- 
gal Son, had reclaim'd him; and that he fhould attain 
to the Portion of the Righteous, by dying the Death 
of the Wicked. 

This Prifoner alfo faid, that John Jmh, otherwife 
Levee, having unexpedledly a Prefent made him of a 
Coffin, he began to fit it to his Feet at firft, paffing fe- 
veral Jefts upon it; but that he being offended at Jmk\ 
Behaviour, faid to him, That he need not be fo 'witty up- 
on, or ridicule that Wood, for ''tnvould be able to hold him 
faft ivhile he nxsas torn to hits by Worms. And added, 
that he endeavour'd to fettle his Thoughts every Hour 
and Minute upon Heaven, rifmg by Three each Morn- 
ing to begin his Devotion with any one that was Air- 
ing. 

%( 
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'the 'Behaviour and Confeffion of John Levee, 
otherwife Junks, who was indiMed for af- 
faulting William Young,  Efq;, and Colo- 
nel Cope, in a Chariot on this Side Harap- 
ftead, about Six at Night, on the   lOth of 
December,  1722.    It a^earing that John 
Junks and Matthew Flood, and J. Blake 
(the Evidence)   being  together   robbing  on 
Hampftead Road,   Blake went befar? to 
give Notice, and crying out lay hold, Flood 
laid hold of the Horfes, while Junks enter'd 
the Chariot, and took from Mr. Young a 
Gold Watch and Chain, two Seals, and a 
Ring ;   and from Colonel   Cope,   a   Gold 
Watch, and a Ring, and 22 s. in Money: 
The Evidence appearing plain, the Prifoner 
was by the Jury found Guilty.    He was at 
the fame Time conviSted • in all of four Rob- 
beries, 

'• "'HIS unfortunate Perfon (whofe Name was Le- 
_§_ fvee) was about 30 Years of Age, being born he 

faid in St. Clemenfi Parifh. His Father (a French Gen- 
tleman) was one of thofe who came over with King 
Charles 11. and had the Honour to inftruft three Dukes, 
Sons to the faid King, in the French Tongue, having 
a Houfe at that Time in Pall-Mall. Some Years after- 
wards iie was a Wine Merchant, and dealt for many 
Thoufands -per Annum to France, at which Time he 
faid, (tho' fmce reduc'd) the Children walk'd the Streets 
with a Footman or two after them ; but his Father 
afterwards, thro' Misfortunes and Lofles failing in the 

World, 
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World, was oblig'd to leave his Family and go into 
Holland: Upon which, this unhappy Son John was 
taken by the French Society, in order to his being put 
Apprentice, but inftead thereof, was put to a Captain 
of a Man of War, being then very young ; tho' he 
was feveral Years at Sea, he had the Fortune he faid, 
never to be in any, even the flighteft Engagement, nor , 
to have any one with him damag'd ; adding, that he 
was in the Bffex when the Spanijh Ships were taken in 
the Mediterranean, but that Viftory was fo eafily ob- 
tain'd, and there was fo little need of the Ship he was 
in, that he could not properly fay he was then in any 
Fight. Afterwards, returning into the Britijh Chan- 
nel, he was turn'd over into the Elizabeth Man of War, 
in which he went under Sir John Karris into the Bal- 
tick ; but the Mufcon)ite Ships not daring to face the 
Englijh at Sea, and it being judg'd by the Admiral im- 
prafticable to attack them in their good Harbour of Re- 
i>el, he alfo return'd from thence without having the 
Happinefs, he faid, of being in an Engagement. 

After he return'd Home, he faid, he was' to have 
been a Book-keeper to a Merchant in Tower-Jlreet, but 
not having Patience to perfeft himfelf in Arithmetick, 
and being ef too bufy a Nature to be ftill and quiet even 
one Day, as there was not Employment ready cut out 
to his Hands, he eafily fell in with fome who at a Pub- 
lick-Houfe in Holhorn talk'd to him, at firft in a jefting 
Way, of going like Gentlemen on the Highivay ; but he 
added, that he believ'd a Quarrel he then had with his 
Companion, would have diverted him from thofe vici- 
ous Purfuits, if a Deftiny had not over-rul'd his Aftions. 

He and Blueskin, he faid, robb'd often on the other 
Side of the Thames, in Kent or SuJJex Road, in parti- 
cular, about the beginning of Oilober 1722, they ftop'd 
(I think) tlie Cambern.vell Stage-Coach, near Stoke-Neiv- 
ington, going from London, about Six o'Clock in the 
Evening, there being one Lady, and four or five Gen- 
tlemen, they defir'd them not to frighten the Lady, for 
flie was with Child j upon which they did not fearch 

any 
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any one, but holding a Hat, took what was put into it, 
which he thought by the Quantity had been a great Sum 
of Money, but found afterwards 'twas moftly Farthings, 
unlefs his Companion had cheated him of Part, which 
Trick he had before play'd him ; but they heard after- 
wards, that there were feveral hundred Pounds about 
the Coach. 

He added, that in the fame Road they flop'd a Gen- 
tlewoman alone in a Coach, who had a large Basket of 
Cakes or Buns, three or four of which he took, Bhe- 
skin fearch'd her, but had nothing from her: He faid 
farther, that had it been a Man he would far'd badly ; 
for Ihe flruck them, he faid, on the Face, and uied 
them very roughly, but that fhe was a Woman the>' 
let her go, and got nothing of her. He alfo faid, they 
went on Black-Heath three or four Times to -rob, but 
meeting with no Adventures there, they quitted that 
Roadj and went where there was more Danger, and 
more Profpeft of Profit. 

One Sunday Night in OSoher they met a Coach coming 
from Kenjington Gra'vel-Pits, with two young Ladies 
and a little Mifs ; bidding the Coachman and the Foot- 
man go on the other Side of the Ditch, they robb'd 
the young Ladies of about lo s. in Money, two Neck- 
laces, a Girdle-Buckle, which they broke off, and of 
the Effigie of a Man, which they thought had been of 
folid Silver, but felling it afterwards in NezvtnerS'Lane, 
he could make but very little of it : He faid, he had 
Reafon to fancy, that the Footman, whom they order'd 
to go over the Ditch or they'd ilioot him, had two 
Watches about him. 

He here acquainted me with more Robberies than I 
had Leifure then to recount, but fome I ihall mention, 
as it may perhaps be fome Satlsfaftion to the Perfons 
robb'd, tho' it can be no Advantage to them. 

About the ill or zd of December 1722, they robb'd 
a fingle Gentleman in a Coach, on the Hampfiead Road, 
he having no Watch, they took his Money, which was 
not quite 30 j. but fcorn'd he faid, at any Time to 
take any Apparel, tho' never fo good. 

About 
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About feven Days after they robb'd a Butcher- tn 

Horfeback on the fame Road, who told them he had 
fold two Lambs, and they took the Money for them, 
being about 28 J. but he added, that the Butcher being 
faucy, they took from him his great Coat, not for the 
value of it, and he believ'd that they fliould have been 
rougher with him, but that yohn Le'vee knew a Jevj! 
Coach which was coming with People in it who knew 

. him and his Father. 
As to the Night they robb'd Mr. Young and Colonel 

Cope, he faid, that before they attempted thofe Gen- 
tlemen, this John Le'vee flop'd a Man on Horfeback, 
but his Foot flipping juft as he laid hold of the Bridle, 
the Man rode away, he fired a Piftol after him, intend- 
ing to have kill'd his Horfe, but the Piftol mifled Fire. 
Then three Men came riding along on full Speed, be- 
ing inform'd of what had pafTed, by the Man who ef- 
cap'd ; but they feeing a Chariot approaching, they let 
the Horfemen pafs unmolefted, that Chariot being Mr. 
Young's, they robb'd it, as appear'd upon their Trials: 
But this John Lenjee took Notice, that thofe two Gen- 
tlemen he believ'd might then have taken him, for he 
was in the Chariot without any Arms, having given 
away his Piftol to his Companion ; and Blueskin being 
on the other Side the Ditch, but that he oifer'd nothing 
rough or uncivil to them ; adding, that he would have 
fent the Cornelian Ring to the Corner Houfe in Bkoms- 
bury-Square the next Day, as one of the Gentlemen 
defir'd, but his Companion would not agree to it. 

The fame Night they met a poor Man, and took his 
Horfe out of the Road where there was two Haycocks, 
becaufe the Moon was fo bright they could not ftand 
in the Highway ; that behind the Haycocks they riffled 
him, but found but 2 s. and fome Farthings : That they 
were going to bind him for having fo little, but he 
complaining that he was very fick, they help'd him 
again on Horfeback, becaufe he was unable to get up 
himfelf, and return'd him his Money, and led his Horfe 
fafe into the Road again. 

Thefe 
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Thefe are moft of the Robberies which he could re- 

member, except thofe four for which he was inditted : 
He faid, he never ufed any Man cruelly but Simon Belts, 
whofe Eye he beat quite out with his Piftol, becaufe the 
faid Betts, as he affirm'd, ralhly ftruck him feveral 
Blows with an Oaken Stick. 

As to the Behaviour of this unhappy Man, it was at 
firft undaunted and bold; but afterwards as calm, a 
ferious, and as earnell in his Devotions, as any one I 
ever faw in that Condition. He faid before he dy'd, 
that he hop'd he had fought the good Fight, as formerly 
againft innocent Men, io now againft Satan and evil 
Spirits. The Sacrament he receiv'd with a great deal 
of Devotion, and excited his Companions to do ths 
fame. 

The Behaviour andConfeJfton e/Richard Oakey, 
who was indiSied and convicted of the fame 
Robbery committed on the Perfons of Wil- 
liam Young, Efq; and Colonel Cope, as 
likewife of another Robbery. 

HE was bom in London, about 25 Years of Age, 
put Apprentice to a Tayhr, but his Matter fail- 
ing, at the End of two Yews he betook himfelf, 

he faid, to Street-Robberies for feveral Years, and rob- 
bed he believ'd above a hundred Women of their Poc- 
kets ; for if they had two or three Men with them, he 
fear'd not to take up their upper Petticoat, and to cut 
off their Pocket, tripping them down at the fame Time, 
and being very well drefled, he only ftep'd on the other 
Side of the Way and walk'd on, not being fufpefted : 
He took to this Way when he was but a Boy, and at 
length had a Woman, who ufed to ftand clofe to, or 
run againft the Perfon he robb'd, while he robb'd her ; 
or fometimes to catch the Woman faft round the two 
Arms behind, crying out, that a Coach would run over 

her. 
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her, while this Oakey cut off her Pocket; but that 
"Woman was kill'd in a bad Houfe he believ'd by one 
of her Bullies, to whom flie had given the foul Dif- 
eafe; but the People of the Houfe fearing themfelves to 
come into Trouble, (becaufe feveral Neighbours would 
Witnefs that Murder was frequently cry'd out in the 
Houfe) fmother'd up the Matter, and none of her Re- 
lations to this Day, knew what became of her. 

After he had long profper'd in this Way, he thought 
to undertake a higher Way of robbing ; but the fecond 
Houfe that he broke open with two others, was in 
Southnxiark, near the Mint, from whence they took Ca- 
lamanco to the Value of 22 /. and being apprehended, 
he was made an Evidence, and his two Companions 
were convifted at Kingfion Affizes ; but one receiving a 
Pardon, the other only was executed, whofe Name was 
Harwey. 

This unfuccefsful Beginning made him at once for- 
fake his intended Courfe of Houfe-breaking, and re- 
turn to Street-Robberies, in which one they cali'd Will 
the Sailor, was afliftant to him, and fometimes wore a 
very long Sword, and pick'd Quarrels with fmgle Gen- 
tlemen without Swords, that engaging with them, 
Oakey might run away with their Hats, Wigs, or 
Swords, during the Skirmifli: But that Fellow forfa- 
king him, he fell into Acquaintance with Reading, 
Halves, Milkfop, Lincoln, Wilkinfon, and others, all ex- 
ecuted for Robberies on the Hampjlead Road, he men- 
tion'd about 20 Robberies he was in, and added, that 
there was fcarce a Robbery commifted by them, but 
he was either concern'd in it, or was employ'd the mean 
Time by them in felling Goods, getting, and cleaning 
Piftols, or the like in London, and had fome Part of their 
Booty ; for one Nathaniel Haiues ufed to tell him, he 
v.'as too little of Body for a Hero. Being aik'd if IVil- 
kinfon was not a cruel Fellow in his Robberies, he wou'd 
not own that he ever, except once, bound or abus'd 
thofe he robb'd, and that he ftruck a Man whom he 
lobb'd near Highgate, a-crofs the Shoulder with the 

Handle 
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Handle of the Man's own Whip, ^c. He added, that 
he robb d a Perfon who liv'd at the farther End of 
Grays-Inn-Lane, whofe Name he  thought was   Seats 
along with Robert Wilkinfon, for which the faid WHkin 
finv/^i try'd, but the Perfon robb'd could not give Wit 
nefs agamft him. *• "• 

Before he dyed, being perfeftly deftitute of all Ex- 
peaations of Life, he fet himfelf ferioufly to prepare tff 
a future State, never miffed the Prayers in the ChatJl 
and (as I was told) delighted  to g^et up three or S 

T'ZTv ^'^^' 'T^ *" '^^' ^' '^"^ Cuftom was, to go to Prayers together, and to fing Pfalms, they be- 
ing fo often caUed upon to their Duty by a Perfon who 
went into the Place with them for that Purpofe. 

^i the Place of Execution. 

C Harks Wea-ver fpoke to the People, denying his Of- 
fence, and Richard Oakey faid what moft rm! 

^,f"'f.,^"\was that about ejht Momhs before "„ 
Cornhtll, when he robb'd a Woman of her Pock« n 
which was ,6 or ,y Guineas, two Guineas loofe and a 
Coral, and two Gold Rings, he burnt a Will which he 

Sir-LntHotr' -' ^^^^^^ev'dS £ 

to another Perfon.    After he had fliew'd his S and 
Riflion, diat his Hands muft be ty'd like the fthfrs and 
hat his Cap muft be puU'd over his Face   he was for^d 

to fubmit to the fame Fate with the reft 'of them 

i^rJv.T-f.r"''' '' ^^'^^^ - ''-'^'^J ^^^ 8th of 

ne 
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The Confeffion and Behaviour of William 
Duce, a Highway-Robber, who was con- 
viSfed in July Seffions 1723. 

HE was bom in the Parifh of Wooherhampton, and 
was in the 25 th Year of his Age ; he had but a 

fmall Share of Education in the Principles of his Reli- 
gion, but before his Death was extremely defirous of In- 
ftruftions for the Salvation of his Soul, expreffing an 
utter Abhorrence and Deteftation of the Crimes he had 
committed, which then were the Occafion of his leaving 
the World in the moft ignominious and fcandalous Man- 
ner.    It was his Misfortune, he faid, to be committed 
to the Prifon of Neiugate for Debt, (by one——Allum) 
which he was not in a Condition to pay, and lay in 
that lamentable Place for about fifteen Months, and ele- 
ven Days, reduc'd to the utmoft Extremity, and there 
it was that he contrafted a vicious  Converfation, and 
was no fooner  at Liberty,   than  with his AfTociates, 
feeking for Prey.    The Robberies he committed with 
others, he very frankly declar'd, upon my Demonftra- 
tions of the Neceffity of fuch a  ConfeiTion; and what 
I fhall relate I never committed to my Memory, but 
penn'd down from his own Mouth, together with the 
Days of the Month (as far as he could remember) and 
in the Order I fhall   now prefent the Reader with, 

; I'he firft was in December 1722, in Chelfea-FieMs up- 
on a Gentleman, from whom he (with another) took 
three or four Guineas, whofe Name, as I Ihall tell you 
hereafter, he defir'd to conceal. 

'_ The fecond was committed in St. James's Park, with 
two more, whofe Names, Perfons, and Places of Abode, 
he again defir'd might not be publilh'd. 
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The third was upon 7-a^u,.^-/^///, and managed folelv 

hyDyer   the Evidence againft him, who waf the Oc^ 

nea and 2 d. but Dyer kept all the Mar^c^rJ^.\. A  T 

«y of them   „» „m.„beJK S•'' ""•" '•»' 

It, and he (with fome Warmth .n^ T^ =" ^°'"a" in 
that his I^ellow RobbeV Xfed ol'fc? 'f' 
and took from the Woman her Head-clSs •"''^' 

Sdtn-^^to^^bVin^tl^^ 
demanded and receiv'd half'a^r "     f ^""'^^"S ^^«^ 
^Id hhn he would make hi'm ASS an^.''^'. ^^^ 
but neither the Prifoner nor   7? ,/ ^ / °*^'' Time ; 
of the Money. °' ^"''"~ ^^^ one Farthing 

^r-a^^otLvMt"fofe"lfif/o We Names. 
Perrons never had been e"ga?d ^^ v"'- ''"' ^^^'^ 
bery or evil Action ; that^hl veTl , T 'f/^^ R°b- 
eavmg off that PradiceVcordTn!^'''^'T'^ '^^ ^'^^^ 

long ago declar'd) they ioX tve ''^" '^=>'^'^^ 
miferable Way  of livL     .^H   ^i       !;«"• to  fuch 3 
them publick/m all ProlbiS ''' ^f''^ ^^ "^^ke 
R-nofthem, and their 3, ^^g tend to the 
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He alfo defir'd Forgivenefs of the World, and that 

his Mother might not be reflefted upon. He further 
added, that when Jofeph Rice was kill'd, his Wife was 
a Stranger to their Defign upon the Lady Chudkigh, 
and that Dyer was the only Contriver of that Attempt. 

Thinking it dangerous for them to ftay longer in thofe 
Parts, they agreed to crofs the Countries into Hamp- 
Jhire, where they committed feveral barbarous Robbe- 
ries ; Murder being grown fo habitual to them, that 
the Life of a Man was no more than that of a Dog, 
or any other Animal; but he added, that he fhould not 
have been fo cruel towards his Fellow Creatures, but 
was excited frequently by Wade, Darker and Mead, his 
Accomplices, who never thought themfelves fecure, if 
the Life of the injur'd Perfon remain'd. 

After they had robb'd in different Parts of Hampjhire, 
they took to the Port/mouth Road, where their lail bar- 
barous Aftion was well known. They there aiTaulted 
one Mr. Bunch, near a Wood, into which they dragg'd 
him and ftripp'd him naked, but not contented with 
all he had, Duce we are now mentioning, fhot at his 
Head, and the Bullet paiTmg thro' his Jaw, lodg'd in 
his Month; they were then leaving him, but the 
wounded Man turning his Face downwards, that the 
Bullet might fall out of his Mouth, they perceiv'd he 
was yet alive ; Butler upon that turn'd back, and was 
charging his Piftol again ; and tho' the wounded Man 
begg'd on his Knees for his Life, and their Mercy, yet 
it was not granted him, whereupon he refum'd his 
Strength, ran from them, and efcaped. The next Vil- 
lage being raifed, and foon after the whole Country, they 
were apprehended, and put into Winchefter Goal, and 
Mead, Wade, and Darking were found Guilty ; but 
"Jamei Butler was remov'd to Neavgate for another Of- 
fence, and convifted at the Old-Bailey. 

» Ik 
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* fhe following Confejfwns J. Butler the High- 
wayman, gave to a Fnfoner in Newgate, 
who fent them to me, witnejfed that 'twas 
allfign'd by him, viz. James Butler. 

I Was born in the Parifli of St. Ann Soho, was put 
Apprentice to a Siher-Smith, whom I left in fix 
Months : I went to Sea, and was bound (being a 

Boy) to Capt. Jndrenu Douglafs,   Commander of the 
JrmdelMzn of War: Afterwards I went to my Father 
in France, foon left him, and went a Voyage to Bojion 
in Ne-uj-England; but  ran away from   Capt. Stenvard 
Po-well, our Commander, and went to Neiv-Tork, from 
whence I failed out in the Station of a Foremaft-Man, 
on Board the George Sloop, Capt. Abline Commander; 
I ran away from the faid Sloo^, and went to Martini- 
CO, and failed there in the Station of a Linguift for the 
French Tongue, in a Trading Vcffel.-   Soon after going 
in another Sloop to cruize, I had a Quarrel with the 
Captain and went to Jamaica, and liv'd there  a Year 
in Quality of a Clerk, but was then preHed on Board 
his Majefty's  Ship Mary, Capt.  Fernon   Commander, 
belonging to it fifteen Months, and was paid off at Portf- 
mouth Auguji 26,  1721. 

Being foon after put into Nenvgate; when I got out, I 
got acquainted with John Dyer, iViUiam Duce, and 
Jofeph Rice, with whom on the 27th of April \-jz'^, 
I robb'd in the Fields near Chelfea; then we robb'd 
two Men in the King's Road, between that Place and 
Buckingham-Houfe; then my Lady Chudleigh's Coach at 
tlie fame Place, in which Aftion Jofeph Rice was fiiot; 
we then robb'd a Coach in Tottenham-Court Road', 

N 2 •      wherein 

* Here's na Account wkat Butlsr was condemn'd fir. 
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•wherein were two Men, a Woman, and a Child, taking 
fi-om them 10 s. but John Dyer broke the Woman's 
Head with his Piftol for her Tongue, and carried away 
her Head-cloths; we then robb'd a Man in a Coach on 
Hamfjiead Road, and took from him 10 s. 6d. 

After this I went xo a Place call'd Wandfiuorth, and 
working with one Cladins, a poor honeft Man, till my 
Wife was taken up in order to make her difcover where 
I was, and hereupon fent to Ckrken'weU-Bride'well, and 
J was forc'd to leave my Place and return to robbing. 
Edward Wade, John Mead, Alexander Games, Chrijlo- 
fher Spiggot, and myfelf, attack'd four Gentlemen on 
the Gra'vefend Road, and John Meads fhot their Ser- 
vant in the Breaft : The fame Night we robb'd a Man, 
and the faid John Mead, ftiot him too in the Breaft, 
and  ordering to go to  Gra'vefend, after  mounted his 
Horfe, he turn'd his Horfe the other Way from whence 
he came, and fliot the Man a fecond Time in the Face, 
the Bullet lodging in his Neck; fo that I heard he was 

dead. 
We then went to Chifwkk, and ftald one Night with 

John Mead's, Friends, and then went to get fome Sup- 
port, I having fome Money due to me from one Smith, 
but not having wherewith (through our extravagant 
living to reach to him) we about Furnham attack'd the 
Man whom I ftiot very fooliihly through the Cheek, 
but who has fince recover'd. 

For thefe Cruelties, I beg of all Men not to refleft 
upon any of my Relations, who are not guilty with me, 
an particular my Wife, who after I was marry'd to 
lier, hearing I had before been guilty of certain Fafls, 
begg'd daily of me to lead a fober Life; and alfo Mrs. 
Raddiffion I return my laft Thanks to, who trufted me 
many Pounds, and never would make any Demands, 
left they ftiould drive me to any Inconveniencies. I 
defire that Mercy of God which I refufed to Man, I 
piake Attonement with my Blood: I die a Roman Ca- 
tkalkk.    Signed hy me in the Prefence of Witnefj'es. 

JAMES BVTLER. 



[ 269 ] 
JV. S. Wllliatn Duce left a Letter with the Printer' 

of the Dying-Speeches, direfted to the Evidence Dyer, 
wherein he forgave him, as he hop'd for Forgivenefs, 
exhorting him earneftly to Rejientance, and made Ufe 
of the belt Perfuafions he was Mailer of, to refleft upon 
what was pail, and to bid a final Adieu to fuch impious 
Proceedings, as they  had been notorioully engag'd in. 

And almoft to the fame Effeft he left another Letter 
direfted to one R. W. whofe Name he defir'd might 
be conceal'd, being {as he faid) fully convinc'd he would 
not be guilty any more of fuch enormous Praftices, 
and that this his ihameful Death would effeftually work 
a compleat Conviftion and Reformation in him. 

'the Behaviour, Confejfion, and dying Words ef 
Capt. John MafTey, who was Executed at 
Execution-Dock, on Friday the 16th of 
July 1723, for Piracy on the High-Seas, 
near St. Jahies'j IJland on the Coafi of 
North Africa. 

AT the Admiralty-SeJJions, which was holden at 
Juftke-HaU'wi the Old-Bailey, on Friday the 5th 

of July 1723, two Perfons receiv'd Sentence of Death, 
T/'iB. John Majpy, for Piracies committed on the High- 
Seas ; and Philip Roche for the fame Offence, but the 
Death of the latter of thefe being refpited for feme 
Time, the former was at that Time order'd for Exe- 
cution. 

John MaJpy was very careful to provide himfelf with 
fuch Books as were necelTary ; but Philip Roche inform'd 
me, that he was a Roman Catholick, but neverthelefs he 
frequented the Chapel for fome Time, for tlie Benefit 
of the Air, and as he faid, becaufe he was affur'd, he 

N 3 could 
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could there hear nothing that was bad ; but at length 
one of his Relations acquainted me, that I need not 
trouble myfelf to argue with him (as I had promifed) 
concerning his Opinion, far he was refolv'd to die in 
the Faith he had liv'd in, and had a Perfon of his own 
Church v/ho attended him: After this he left off coming 
to Prayers, yohn Maffey- appear'd .more ferious and 
devout 5 and tho' he was faid to be in fome Meafure di- 
flarb'd in his Head, no one ever obferv'd the leaft in- 
decent or unbecoming Adlion in his Behaviour; When 
he firft heard that he was on the Friday to fuffer, he 
made no Account of it, but only a(k'd me, as foon as 
he had an Opportunity, when he was to receive the 
Sacrament ? Being anfwer'd, that 'twas ufual to give it 
a little before the Execution, he faid it would be much 
to his Sorrow if he might not receive it then, and be- 
iore his Execution too : Accordingly he receiv'd it with 
much ferioufnefs and Devotion a Week before his 
Death, having firft given a very compofed Account of 
tlie Nature of it, and the Benefits proceeding from it. 

Some Account of this MalefaSlor. 

CAptain Maffey being fent over from Jamaica into 
England leveral Months before, in order to hi? 

being tried for Piracies committed between the Coafts 
of Jfiica and the Weft-Indies, continued a Prifoner in 
Ne--wgate for a confiderable Time, in Expeftation of a 
Seffion of Admiralty, whicli not being quickly obtain'd, 
he was bailed out, but continued not long at large, his 
Bail furrendering him up, himfelf with Readinefs and 
Alacrity returning to his former Reftraint ; and on the 
5th of July 1722, he appear'd upon his Trial, which 
continu'd fome Hours, and the Jury confidering the 
fulnefs of the Evidence, and alfo his own Acknow- 
ledgments, brought him in Guilty. Tho' this was 
what he by no Means look'd for, yet Sentence being 
pronounc'd upon him, he was no Ways concern'd, nor 

appear'd 
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appear'd to be at all uneafy at it. He expreffed a Satis- 
faiftion, that it was not his Fate to be in the Condemn'd 
Hole at a Time when it was crowded with a great Num- 
ber of Malefaftors j for he could not fee how 'twas po- 
ffible to read or pray, when eight or ten Men were all 
Day fwearing and curfmg, and drinking, in a Place fo 
very fmall and ftraight ; for being about 28 Years of 
Age, he was thoughtful and ferious enough to weigh the 
Importance of a future State. 

And we (hall now add fonie Account of his Life, and 
if any other Perfon ftiall be warn'd thereby, it will not 
then be added in vain. 

Tho' his Relations were fober regular People, yet 
fuch a natural Wildnefs was obferv'd in the Genius of 
the Perfon we are now fpeaking of, (which was fome- 
times efteem'd a Degree of Lunacy, at other Times only 
a Heat and Vivacity of Temper) that they refolv'd to 
let him pufli his Fortune, either by going to Sea, or ^s 
a Soldier : He appearing at the Siege of Lijle in Flan- 
ders, and was there made a Lieutenant under the late 
Duke of Marlhorougb ; after which he affifted at the 
Sieges of Mons, Dowoay, Bouchain, and three or four 
others, which he faid, were conquer'd with fo much 
Eafe, that it appear'd to him to be like beating down 
Men at Nine-pins; and tho' he preffed as forward in 
every Place as poffibly might be, he did not receive one 
honourable Scar. 

Returning into England, he refolv'd to lead a Life en- 
tirely fober and regular, and accordingly went every Day 
to the Prayers, and every Sunday to hear Sermons, but 
a lewd Woman of the Town whom he lov'd, made 
him in a fhort Time take but little Pleafure in a fober 
Life, tho' it pleafed Providence happily to prevent his 
being married to her ; for the Regiment having Orders 
to remove, he on a fudden went over into Ireland, where 
he declar'd, that to his great Sorrow, he renew'd a Life 
of Debauchery; but as to Murder, Rqtbery, or the 
like, he flood wholly clear of fuch Offences. 

N Th« 
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The Royal African Company making Choice of hirn 

for their chief Engineer, in order to their eredling a 
new Fort in Africa, the old one being either demoliffi'd 
or impair'd, he fet out from England in Quality of 
Engineer and Lieutenant- Colonel, in a very good Ship 
belonging to the Company ; and there he faid, began 
the Date of his Misfortunes, here it was, that a wild 
Life was chang'd into a wretched one of Hardfhips: 
The chief Commander of the Ship, and the other Of- 
ficers behaved themfelves odly towards the Soldiers whom 
they were carrying over to Man the Fort or Garrifon, 
denied them the Portion of Viftuals and of Wine that 
had been promifed them; fo that almoft the whole 
Number of Men fell fick, nor was there any one to 
pray by them, the Chaplain having left them, and flay- 
ing behind at the Madera Iflands. The Curfes and 
Complaints of the dying Men was very lamentable to 
hear, nor could the Officers relieve them, being them- 
felves in the fame Condition ; infomuch, that out of all 
the Officers none (he faid) remain'd alive but he himfelf. 

But after a fad Voyage, they arriv'd in (I think) the 
River Gambia in Africa, where being forc'd to drink 
the Water of the Place, it threw them into ftrange Fe- 
vers and Fluxes; fo that inftead of building a Fort, he 
ufed to fee twenty Men at a Time rolling on their Backs 
in the Pains of Death : For tho' the Country aiforded 
Fowls and Venifon of feveral forts, and other ProviS- 
ons, which the Natives would have been ready to have 
fold them, yet they never tafted of them, being incapa- 
ble of travelling through the parched Defarts to the 
Cottages belonging to the Africans, and efpecially in 
the bad State of Health they were in. 

He added, that he had then a very difmal Profpeft 
before him, his Countrymen lying all Dead about him, 
his Viftuals all wafted, no Water that he dare tafte of, 
in a ftrange Part of the World, furrounded with Sa- 
vages, whofe Language he was a Stranger to, and ro 
Poffibility of his ever getting the Ship back to England 
again.    But Capt. ——^ happening upon that Coaft 

with 
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with his Ship, (being lighter than that which Mr. 
Maffey was then left fole Commander of) he was impor- 
tun'd by the Captain to go on Board his Ship and turn 
Pirate, which he was oblige at that Junfture to comply 
with ; but yet he acknowledged that he ought to have 
addrefied himfelf to God for Diredions how to adl in 
Aftairs fo diihcult, and to have fought the Afliftance of 
Heaven, rather than that of Men. 

He farther added, That they had not been long at 
Sea before they defcry'd a Merchant's Veflel, which ap- 
pear'd for their Purpofe, and taking it without much 
Opposition, they fecured the Sailors, and took fuch Pro- 
vifions. Brandy, Rum, bjc. as they had Occafion for 
upon the Seas, but did not abufe any Perfon in the Ship, 
nor damage the Ship itfelf. Two or three other Ships 
they alfo took, and folaced themfelves in them, feafting 
upon what they found, and looking in the Trunks and 
Coffers belonging to the Officers, Paflengers, and others, 
and taking fuch Things as appeared bell for their Pur- 
pofe ; adding, that tlie Captain of the Pirate Ship al- 
ways afe'd him. What they fliould take ? But he as 
conftantly turn'd about and reply'd. He might do as he 
pleafed ; for he underftood no more how to be a Pirate 
(he faid) than to be a Mountebank ; and tho' here he 
liv'd very well, yet his Heart was uneafy, and he fre- 
quently dreamt he was in a Ship failing to Tybm-n, with 
Veffels about him. Tho'he carry'd a fmiling Coun- 
tenance, as well knowing that if the Pirates perceived 
in him the ieaft Diffidence or Diflike, he was to be 
immediately thrown over Board, or have his Tongue 
cut out. But as the Ship toiich'd at Jamaica, to buy 
fome little Matters they wanted,, he took Occafion to 
leave her, and going direftly to the Governor, he in- 
form'd him of his having been a Pirate, and taking 
fuch Ships, telling Sir Nicholas La=wes, how lie might 
apprehend feveral Pirate Veffels,. who immediately fent 
out Ships and took them. 

Being unfortunately defirous of returning into England 
(tho' perhaps he might there have liv'd) tlie Governor 

N i v.retj 
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wrote Letters of Recommendation,  which he carried 
with him.    Arriving at his own Country, he fubmitted 
himfelf to the Magiftrates, was committed Prifoner to 
Nenvgate, bailed out, given up by his Bail, and   again 
return'd  Prifoner to   Ne--wgate ; remain'd there a great 
while, was  tried, convifted, and  receiv'd Sentence of 
Death : He never denying what he had  done, but re- 
minding the Evidence againft  him  of feveral Fafts and 
Cinjumftances they had forgot; tho' many  Perfons ex- 
prefled a great Sorrow for him, he appear'd no Way 
troubled himfelf, affirming fome Time afterwards, that 
he was ready and well fatisfied  to leave  fo careful, fo 
tumultuous a World as this had prov'd to him, in Ex- 
peftation that God would accept his poor Endeavours, 
and he fliculd be tranflated to entire Joy and Satisfaftion. 

When he receiv'd the Sacrament, he did it in fuch a 
manner as fhew'd he had made good Ufe of thofe Books 
which  were  fent him for  that Purpofe; and declar'd 
that he found himfelf more and more to grow out of 
Love with this World, and that he began to take a 
very  uncommon  Delight in reading and praying.    As 
for. the African Company (tho'  he  thought they had 
dealt feverely  with him) he would blefs   them as he 
pafled by to his Death, and wilh'd them more Profperi- 
ty in their Affairs.    He a&'d Pardon of all thofe whom 
he had injur'd, and hop'd his Blood would make At- 
tonement  for all his Offences ; in   order thereto, he 
readily laid down his Life.    As to the Rigour of Juftice 
(he faid) was ufed  towards him, he v^ifti'd the Britifi 
Nation would ufe equal Severity to all Pirates, for the 
Honour of the Englijh Ships, and the Benefit of parti- 
cular Traders,   that Sailors might pafs vt'ithout Fear, 
and united Companies traffick without Lofs.    Defiring 
all Perfons who faw his Calamities, to  prefer the fobe- 
reft Life ; but whatever Station or Condition they were 

-   in, to be eafy and fettled, and to endeavour to live as 
honeftly in it as poffible, without admitting of wand'nng 
roving Thoughts, left by aiming to rife unjuftly, they 
ihould miferably fail as he had done. 

He 
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He was carry'd from Newgate to the Place of Exe- 

cution in a Mourning-Coach, attended by the Reverend 
Mr. Nicholfon of St. Sepulchres, and another Clergy- 
man. When he came to Execution-Dock, he behav'd 
himfelf very decent, grave, and penitent; Courage at- 
tending him to the laft Moment: His Defire after Exe- 
cution was, that his Coffin be nail'd immediately after 
his Death, and that his deareft Wife might not fee his 
Body, nor any of his Relations j and likewife begg'd 
that he might be buried as near his dear Mother as pof- 
fible. When he came to the Place of Execution he 
made the following Speech, 'vix. 

' Good People, 
" "I" Beg of you to pray for my departing Soul; I like- 
" I wife pray God to forgive all the Evidences that 
" fwore againft me, as I do from my Heart: I 
" challenge all the World to fay, I ever did a diflio- 
" nourable Aft, or any Thing unlike a Gentleman, but 
" what might be common to all young Fellows in this 
" Age ; but this was furely a ralli Aftion, for I never 
" defign'd or intended to turn Pirate, and I am very 
" forry for it, and I wi(h it was in my Power to make 
" Amends to the Honourable African Company for 
" what they have loft by my Means. I likewife de- 
" Clare upon the Words of a dying Man, that I never 
" once thought of molefting his Grace the Duke of 
" Chandos, altlio' it has been malicioufly reported, that 
" I always went with two loaded Piftols to difpatch his 
" Grace. As for the Duke, I was always while li- 
" ving devoted to his Services, for his good Offices done 
" unto me ; and I humbly beg Almighty God, that he 
" would be pleafed to Ihower down his Bleffings upon 
" his good Family. Good People, once more I beg 
" of you to pray for my departing Soul. I defire my 
" dying Words may be printed, as for the Truth and 
" Sincerity of them, I Sign them, as a Man departing 
{' this World. 

Capt. John MaTex, 
N6 'The 
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I'he Behaviour, Confeffion, and Lafi Dying- 
Ifords of Philip Roche, who was executed 
at Execution-Dock at Wapping, on Wed- 
nefday the \\th Day of Auguft, iji^^for 
Piracy on the High-Seas. 

r A T the Seffions of Admiralty, held at Jujiice-Hall 
/^ in the Old-Bailey, on Friday the 5 th of J'uly, 

1723, Philip Roche was^indifted, for that he, 
together with Neat Wife, Pierce Cullen, and Andreio 
Cullen, (the laft not yet taken) a confiderable Time ago, 
did cruelly and barbaroufly aflault and murder Pierre 
Tartoue, Mailer of a French Veflel, andhis whole Ship's 
Crew, and afterwards made himfelf Matter and Owner 
of the faid VeflTel, fs'f. Of the Piracy he was con- 
vidled, but there being no Evidence as to the moil in- 
human Murder, (all the Sailors having been deftroyed) 
the Jury was obliged to acquit him of that. 

This Malefaftor (who Ihews us human Natuj-e in its 
mod deprav'd Appearance) was about thirty Years of 
Age, tho' it may feem he fhould be much older to have 
learn'd fo much Cruelty. His Parents being in -ro 
great AfHuence of Fortune, fent him young out of Ire- 
land, (the Place of his Birth) and bred him to the Seas; 
having firll taught him to read and write, which he 
afterwards very much improved himfelf in, as the Tu- 
mults, Bufmefs, and Clamours of a Ship would grvs 
him leave. Befides Coafting about the Eait of Ireland,, 
aaJ the Well of England, he went fome Voyages, he 
f lid, to the Indies, efpecially to Barbadoes for Sugars; 
and he labour'd to get there to be Clerk, or Faftorto 
fome Merchant; for the Life of a Sailor was what he 
liked not; yet he refolv'd ii?ver to fettle on Shore, till 
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he could appear like a Gentleman. After ufing the 
Seas fome time, he was in a Condition to obtain a firil 
Mate's Place, in a Veffel that traded to Nanlz in the 
Weft of France, and having Liberty of buying Goods 
for himfelf, he made feveral advantageous Voyages from 
Cork, Waterford, Dublin, and other Places in Ireland. 

But yet thinking this a flow way of obtaining Wealth, 
he plotted fome ill Things, which he put in Execution ; 
but he did not mention what they were. Soon after, 
he became acquainted with Neat, a Fifherman, who 
was ignorantly bold, and audacioufiy ready to attempt 
any thing. That Perfon, he told me, firil confulted 
him, in bringing about fuch a Piece of Villainy as was 
afterwards afted. Adding, that iVea/told him Pierce 
Cullen was a proper Man alfo to be made ufe of as an 
Affiftant, for that Pierce Cullen and himfelf had play'd 
many a Trick together ;, in particular had infured a 
Veflel in England, and infured it again in Holland (Pierce 
Cullen Mafter) and then had funk it in order to get the- 
Money ; which they had gain'd, had not Cullen been 
known to have committed Fafts of fuch a Nature be- 
fore, for which Reafon he was fent for to London, exa- 
mined, arid had a Trial, which demoliih'd their Infu- 
rance-Game : Of that Veflel one J. Cynnet was for- 
merly the Owner. There being now Roche and Neal 
and the two Cullens, they' added Wife to their direful 
Confederacy, who by all their Acknowledgments was 
moft unwilling to enter into the Defign, and had the 
leaft Hand in the Perpetration of it. 

They pitch'd on the Veflel belonging to Peter Tartoue, 
to execute their cruel liitentions upon, becaufe it was a 
-fmall one, and had not a great Number of Hands on 
Board ; and 'twas eafy afterwards to exchange it for one 
more fit for a Pirate Ship. The Particulars of this in- 
human Aftion are as follows, as the whole Matter was 
told me by Philip 'Roche, when he was firft apprehend- 
ed, and aftei-w'ards confirm'd by the dying. Words of 
Pilchard Neal and Pierce Cullen, in their lall Confeflions 
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taken by a Gentleman who attended them in their laft 
Moments in the Marjhalfea-Yn^ixt.. 

Philip Roche, being an experienc'd Sailor, the Mailer 
of the Veflel readily entrufted the Ship to his Care and 
Command at any time ; and now in particular, he and 
the chief Mate, {3°<-. went all to reft, relying on Roche, 
Culkn, Neal, iSc. it being about the middle of the 
Night the Maflacre was to begin ; but Francis Wife re- 
lented, and appear'd defirous to divert them from their 
bloody Purpofes ; Captain Roche reply'd, As he and 
Cullen had fuftaitid great LoJJes at Sea, unlefs every 
Irifhman pre/ent ivould affiji in repairing their hojfes, by 
murdering all the French Rogues, and running a'way ivith 
the Ship, he Jhould fuffer the fame Fate 'with the French- 
men ; but if all ivould ajjift, allfhould hanje a Share in 
the Booty. After thefe Words they all refolved alike, 
and Capt. Roche order'd two Frenchmen on one Side to 
go up and furl the Sails, and another Frenchman and a 
Boy to do the fame on the other Side ; then the Maf- 
facre began ; the two Men, upon their coming down, 
had their Brains beaten out, and were thrown over- 
board ; the Man and Boy at the other Side of the Yard, 
feeing that, ran up to the Top-maft Head, but Cullen 
foUow'd them, and taking the Boy by the Arm, toil 
him into the Sea; then driving down after the Man, 
thofe below knock'd him on the Head, and threw him 
over-board; that all the Frenchmen who were not at reft 
were murder'd in an Inftant. 

They who were afleep, being awaken'd by the fad 
Out-cries of dying Men, ran upon Deck in Confufion, 
to enquire the Caufe of fuch Shrieks and Noifes; but 
the fame Cruelty was immediately afted towards all of 
them ; for (fome in their Beds, fome juft flarted up 
from Reft) they were all flaughter'd to a Man, and as 
they were recovering from Sleep, were drove into ano- 
ther World before they were feniible they were in this. 

The Perfon we are here particularly fpeaking of, faid. 
That after the firji tmoo or three ivere maffacred. Blood 
ixai as Water, and their being covered all over ivith it, 
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was as if they had been nuetted luith Rain and Shonuers, 
for they regarded it no more. But thofe who appeared 
£rft from their Beds, were the Mafter and the Mate, 
whom Roche, Cullen, and Neal, tied Back to Back, and 
threw them in that Pofture into the Sea. He faid that 
Capt. fartoue ufed many Words for Mercy, and asked 
if he had not ufed them with Civility and Kindnefs ? 
If they were not of the fame Chriftian Religion, and 
own'd the fame Bleffed Jefus ? and the like : But they 
rot regarding what he faid, but continuing bufy in fatt- 
ening their Bodies together, the Mate, as well as the 
Captain, earneftly begg'd they would at leaft allow them 
a fmall Space of Time to fay their Prayers, and juft beg 
Mercy of God for the various Sins and Offences of their 
Lives; but this fmall Boon was not granted them, (al- 
though their Men being all dead, there could be no 
Danger from them two alone : ) For Richard Neal, 
thinking Roche vtxy^o^ in the Execution of his Work, 
hurried up the two bound Perfons, and fo they were 
thrown into the Sea, and immediately funk; but he 
faid, that he heard them call upon God, till the Waves 
overcame their Voices. 

The Mafficre being finifhed, they wafhed themfelves 
a little from the Blood, and fearched the Chefts and 
Coffers, and all Places about the Ship ; then fat down 
in the Captain's Cabbin, and refreflied themfelves with 
fome Rum, of which there was a fmall Barrel, and 
which they preferr'd to Brandy ; he being never mer- 
rier in any Part of his Life than at that time. They 
then more firmly made him their Captain, and put the 
whole Command of the Ship upon him, calling him 
Capt. Roche, and talking over what Aftions they would 
perform about Sahle IJle, and Cape Breton, to which 
Places they defign'd to go, after they had recruitfed and 
enlarged themfelves in Men, ^c. in order to take what 
they could from fome who were grown rich by trading 
up the  River  Canada for Bear-Skins, &c. and lived 
upon the Ifland calFd Newfoundland. But at prefent 
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they were very deftitute of Money wherewith to hire 
Sailors to Man tlie Ship they were poflefs'd of. 

The next Day turning into the Britijh Channel, they 
put in, I think, at Fortfmouih, where they got the Ship 
new painted, that it might not be known. They then 
went on to Rstterdam,. where the Ship was again paint- 
ed. There they endeavour'd to get Freight and Lading, 
having fold to the Hollanders all the Goods of Captain 
Pierre lartoue. Philip Roche alfo afErm'd, that Fran-, 
cis Wife left them at Rotterdam, being hired by the 
Captain of another Veffel to go a Voyage with him : 
After which they took in Mr. Annejley and his Goods at 
Rotterdam, who freighted their Ship. 

Asfoon as they were out,, between Holland icoA Eng- 
land, it being a itormy Night, and very dark, (as Roche 
told me} tiiey took up Mr. Annefley, their Paflenger, 
and threw him into the Sea. At firit Philip Roche ikid 
he was not concerned in this Murder, but that he was 
looking out at the Cabbin Window, and faw and heard 
the Paflenger fwimming and plunging about by the Ship, 
and calling out for Life, and telling them they fliould 
have all his Goods, if tl^ty would receive him again into 
the Veffel; and that he over-heard his Comrades plotting 
to caft him over-board alfo ; but that he begged them 
not to flied his Blood, and they fhould have the Com- 
mand of the Ship, and all Mr. Annejlef?, Effeds : How- 
ever, he afterwards did not infill upon it, that this latter 
Relation was exaftly true ; nor could he peremptorily 
deny but that he and Cullen were the chief and principal 
Contrivers of that cruel Aftion. 

This unparallel'd Inhumanity lay not longconceal'd ; 
for Philip Roche direfled a Letter to his Wife, which 
was difcovered to an Acquaintance, which contained 
what made it appear he was concerned in theFafts above 
mentioned. He was then apprehended, and examined 
before his Majefty's Principal Secretary of State, where 
for a long time he deny'd that he was Philip Roche, or 
tliat he knew any Man of that Name ; but Letters be- 
ing read to him, and proved to fae his Hand-writing, 
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is'c. he was obliged to acknowledge the Matter : He 
there difcover'd his Accomplices, and was told his Life 
fliould be faved on condition that he gave Evidence a- 
gainft three of his Accomplices worfe than himfelf, fo 
that they Ihould be convifted and executed; which 
Matters, we may here obferve, were not afterwards ac- 
complifhed; for he made no fuch Difcovery, tho' he 
lay long in Confinement : And Cu//en in particular de- 
clared, before his Death, that 'twas long Imprifonment 
and extreme Want that prov'd the Occafion of his 
Death ; whereupon was grounded his Petition, that the 
Fifty-fix Guineas and feven Pittoles, together with the 
Trunk full of Clothes, taken from him by Order of the 
Lords-Juftices in Ireland, might be reftored to him in 
England. 

As foon as he wasfent to Venxsgate, I went to him, 
and found him under no Concern, or Uneafinefs, nor in 
the leaft apprehenfive of fuffering for his Ofience ; tell- 
ing me he was promis'd a Pardon, on condition he ap- 
peared as Evidence againft his Accomplices, which he 
was very willing to do. At firft he told me, that a 
Quarrel arifing between a Frenchman and an hijhman, 
the Captain Tartoue prov'd partial to his own Country- 
man, and was going unjuftly to lafh the Irijhman; 
whereupon the Irijh refifted, the Quarrel became gene- 
ral, and the Irifimien threw the Frenchmen over-board : 
But afterwards he acknowledg'd, 'twas a Matter con- 
certed fome time before in their own Country, and exe- 
cuted in the dead Time of the Night. When he came 
firft to Prifon, he conftantly frequented the Cliapel, and 
behaved very well in his Place of Confinement, fpend- 
ing his Time moftly in Writing, wherein he ferved any 
of his Feilow-Pnfoners who requefted his AiTiftance that 
Way, and feem'd to take a great Delight in ufing his 
Pen. When he was told that one of his Aflbciates had 
poifon'd himfelf in the Marjhalfea, he faid, He ivould 
let Previdence ivork his Will upon him, for ''tivas fad that 
a ivicked Lifefhould ha've a nvicked Death. When he 
^eard that Nealat the Time of his Death voided Blood 
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at the feveral Parts of his Body, fo that before he de- 
parted, he feem'd dipp'd in Gore ; he made Anfwer, 
That ''tnvas no Wonder, that o?ie who lived in Blood 

Jhould die in Blood. 
But his other Companions dying alfo, and in the fame 

horrid and exemplary Manner, he was yet not appre- 
henfive that he ihould fuffer himfelf, but appear'd as 
chearful as if out of Confinement ; imagining, that if 
they all died, by the immediate Hand of God, he 
fhould be enlarged direflly, for the Confeffion he had 
made, and his having been ready to have given Evidence 
againft them. He very much wifli'd for the Seffions of 
Admiralty ; which happen'd not (his Confederates not 
being all apprehended till about a Year after he was 
firfl: confined. He did what lay in him to clear thofe 
Felons that were in Confinement at Edenburgh, having 
been taken in the Ship of Pierre Tartoue, which Neal 
and Roch, &c. had turned a-drift. 

On his Trial he appeared not very folicitous, know- 
ing that 'twas impoffible to convift him of the Murders, 
and as impoffible he could get quit of the Pyracies. Be- 
ing under Condemnation, he began rigidly to profefs 
himfelf a Roman Catholick, and faid he muft conform 
wholly _ to the Diredlion of his Prieji, who would not 
allow him any longer to join in our Way of Worlhip ; 
fo that he no longer ufed the Chapel, which till then he 
had frequented. Sometime after the Execution of Mr, 
John Ma/fey, he fent a Letter to me, fignifying among 
other things, that tho' he could not join in our Form of 
Worfliip, having been educated in a different Way, yet 
he won d be glad if I would read and explain fome 
Chapters in the Holy Bible, particularly what related 
to the PaJ/ion of our BleJJed Samour, and to the blejfed 
RefurreBion. Accordingly, on Monday I read to him 
the ijth of St. Paa/'s Firft Epiftle to the Corinthians. 

From whence we obferv'd among other things. That 
'twas for Man's Advantage to believe a Refurreftion j 
even if (as the Jthdfts would perfuade themfelves) there 
ftiould prove none ; becaufe 'tis a pleafing Expeftation, 
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a delightful Hope of exifting hereafter, and not falling 
into Nothing ; which is what the Mind of Man naturally 
fhrinks at : It is the only Balm that can appeafe the 
Uneafmefs of the Soul, under earthly Misfortunes, Dun- 
geons and Fetters: Affords a Hope of going from an 
ignominious Death to an everlafting Life : And there is 
fomething that powerfully convidls the Sinner of a Fu- 
ture State, and lies heavy on his Confcience, when he 
fees Death approaching. At that Hour fomething in 
his Breafl: proclaims a Deity and a Refurreftion ; fome- 
thing that weighs upon his Heart, and bids him not 
know Peace, till he is acquainted with his Creator. So 
that tho' Malefaftors have fometimes long defpis'd a 
Deity, yet at the Time of their Execution, they have 
trembled at what before they derided. 

Before Sentence was pafs'd upon him, he was much 
more willing to hear what was argued to him, than af- 
terwards. Yet he defired that I would give him my 
Company before he died, to read to him fome Places in 
the Holy Scriptures, and in thofe Books which were 
given him by Perfons of his own Opinion. He appear- 
ed very ferious and attentive ; and the nearer Death ap- 
proached, perceiving he Ihould certainly fuffer, he was 
more earneft and devout, afliiring me, " That tho' he 
" had not confider'd the Value of other Men's Souls, 
" God had at length afforded him fo much Grace as to 
" regard the Importance of his own." He added the- 
Day before he died, " That tho' fome Romanijls were of 
" a different Opinion, he was fully fatisfy'd that every 
" Man muft work out his own Repentance, and that 
" there is no altering the Eftate of the Soul after 'tis de- 
" parted from the Body, but that as a Man dies he will 
" remain to all Eternity. 

The Morning he was executed he earneftly defir'd to 
be excus'd going into the Chapel, and from joining in 
any of our Prayers, depending on the Church of Rome 
for Pardon for his Crimes: As he appear'd fo ilrift, and 
his Confcience fo tender, no one was for obftruftihg his 
Sentiments; but I let him know, that I hop'd he did 
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not throw himfelf on the Church of Rome, becaufe it 
was eafier obtaining a Pardon from Men than from God; 
but that he would confider Repentance muft be the 
Work of hi5 own Heart. 

At the -Place of Execution, he faid nothing to the 
People, being faint and confus'd, andina Confternation. 
Being allowed fome time for his private Devotions, he 
underwent that Punifhment, which he acknowledged 
was moft highly merited by him. 

He was executed at Execution-Dock on Wednefday the 
14th of Auguft, 1722. 

'The Behaviour and Confeffion of the Seven 
Waltham Blacks, who were executed at 
Tyburn on Wednefday the \th of Decem^ 
ber 1723. 

SEVEN Men, call'd Waltham Blacks, having been 
apprehended (purfuant to a late Aft of Parliament 

relating to Perfons going arm'd in Difguife) and com- 
mitted to Winchefter Goal, and from thence by Habeas 
Corpus remov'd under a Guard of Soldiers to Neivgate. 
On Wednefday the. 13th of No'vember, 1723, came on 
their Trials, at the Court of Kin£-Bench, before the 
Honourable Mr. juftice Eyre. The Evidence being 
ftrong, the Jury found them all guilty of Felony, and 
three of Murder likewife. On Tuefday No-vember 19, 
Sentence of Death was pronounc'd upon them; and on 
the 27th a Rule of Court was made for their Execu- 
tion. 

They had Prayers in the Chapel twice a Day after 
Condemnation; but it was their Misfortune, that they 
could attend to them only when firft under Sentence ; 
afterwards lofing their Senfes, and being many of them 
light-headed, they were moftly incapacitated from read- 
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ing and praying ; this they imputed to their miferable 
Place of Confinement, having been accuftom'd to free 
Air in a Country Life. Marjhal, who was the Perfon 
that ftiot when Death enfued, was moft vifited by God's 
Hand with Sicknefs: As foon as Judgment was pro- 
nounc'd upon him, he was taken fpeechlefs, and con- 
tinued fo till a little before his Death. And this was 
the greater Misfortune, as he could not read or write, 
nor appear'd to have any, even the leaft; Notion of his 
Duty, or of the Danger or wretched Condition he was 
in -. But there were fome well difpofed Perfons in the 
Place of Confinement, who affifted thefe unhappy- 
Wretches in preparing for Eternity, by reading to them, 
at thofe Times when they were not fent for to the pub- 
lick Chapel. 

'The Acco'ant of thefe unhappy Men when un- 
der Condemnation. 

R' Houfe in Poyffmouth, from his firft Confine- 
ment, was moft ferious in Deportment, as if fome Me- 
lancholy refted upon him ; but I fear, the ftrong No- 
tions he entertain'd of a Reprieve, in fome Meafure 
prevented his placing his Thoughts wholly on Heaven; 
and his perfifting in the Declaration, that he was inno- 
cent of the Offence he was to die for, made it queftion- 
able, whether (when alone) he had any Tears of Con- 
trition, or any hearty Sorrow. 

He talked much, that being two Months in Win- 
chefier Goal, the Keeper continually defired James An- 
^•/and PfK^'to be honeft, and clear i'a^-'fw r And added, 
that Anjel being examin'd in Ne^-gate, did mention to 
the Gentlemen fome things to his Advantage j but it 
feems one of his Comrades faid upon the Road, That 
nuhate'ver happened they ivould not lofe the Company of 
their Landlord. He affirm'd that he was Matter but of 
one poor Horfe, which ufed to go upon the Common, 
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nor was able to carry fuch Loads of Venifon as they 
were reported to bring from the Forefts ; and therefore 
pretended he could not furnilh them with Horfes. But 
the Allegations againft him appear'd on his Trial to be 
fully proved. 

Being alked, if he was fo very innocent, how he then 
came to be in the Foreft with the Plunderers, on the 
iSth of July, when the Violence was aifted ? He an- 
fwer'd, ' That he was not with them, but was indeed 
' on the Foreft ; for having a young Maid, who was 
' admired by feveral Gentlemen, ftie happen'd in an ill 
' Mood to fly from him over the Foreft, (call'd, as I 
' remember, Bear-Foreft ; ) thinking that her leaving 
* him might be prejudicial to his Trade ; he hafted af- 
' terher, and in the Search, call'd to refrefh himfelf at 
' an Alehoufe upon the Foreft, kept by Mr. Parford, 
' (who was an Evidence againft thefe Men.)    1 think he 
* added. That at that Houfe he found his Maid. Hi 
' farther faid, that a Perfon who fells Viftuals in Fortf- 
' mouth could have clear'd up his Innocence, and t'would 
' have been a Chriftian part to have done fo. He affert- 
' ed, that he could have gotten fuiRcient Evidence from 
' Berk/hire, had he been pofTefs'd of Money ; but the 
' Mayor of Portfmouth having feized upon all his Sub- 
' ftance, and he being hurried away from thence to Pri- 
' fon, he was fo far from being able to bring WitnefTes 
' to London, that his poor Family was already reduced 
' to a moft deplorable Condition. 

He was oft and oft requir'd to place his Mind upon a 
future Eftate. But nothing could make him believe 
that he either fhould or ought to fuffer Death : Yet his 
Behaviour was not any way indecent or unbecoming, but 
grave and dejefted : Being above forty Years of Age, 
he could not but confider the Confequence of neglefting 
his Soul, thro' Expeftations ef what might deceive him 
to his eternal Ruin. 

2. Edivard Elliot, a Lad about feventeen Years old, 
was born at a Village between Pettefuuorth and Guild- 
ford:  His Father,  who was a Taylor, took care to 
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learn him to Read and Write well, and alfo inftruft him 
in early Principles of Virtue.    This Elliot faid, that 
about a Year before he was apprehended, 30 or 40 Per- 
fons met in Surrey, and hurry'd  him away ; the Cap- 
tain of them faying. He enliftedhim in the Name of the 
KING o/'/i'? BLACKS, and he muft difguife his Face, and 
obey Orders, 'whether it 'was to break doivn the Heads of 
Fijh-Ponds, to Jlaughter Deer, to cut do'wn Woods, or the 
like ; and if he refufed to enter himfelf among them, and 
to take a faithful Oath to be true to them and their  Inte- 
rejls, they 'would turn him into a Beaft, he Jhould eat only 
Roots, and drink only Water, and bear Burdens as mie of 
their Horfes, See. However he at laft efcap'd from them, 
after he had feen them abufe two Men, by fetting them 
fail in the  Ground to their Chins, and then torment- 
ing and teazing them in a foolifti Manner, fo as befitted 
Dogs rather than Men .• And after that he had feea 
them take a Cart by Compulfion, and oblige the Driver 
to carry them, and what they had with them, feveral 
Miles out of the Way ; but having foon efcaped from, 
them, he was afraid to talk of his Bondage on Account 
of his Oath, and as knowing that they would lay wait 
and Ihoot him. 

At the Time that he was apprehended he faid, he 
liv'd with a Widow Gentlewoman, where he wanted 
no Happinefs Life could afford. But the Morning the 
Keeper was murdered, Marjhall and Kingjhell, and four 
others, (of whom one only was then taken) li't of him, 
and (as he affirm'd) afk'd him. To accompany them to 
Farnham-Holt; for ''t'would be 'very beneficial to him, 
and fo far from difobliging, that''t'would oblige Gentlemen 
nvho 'Would prefer've him from Danger ? Accordingly, 
he faid, feven of them black'd their Faces, (moftly 
with rubbing Gun-powder upon them) and having pro- 
vided Arms and Inftruments, fet out upon the fatal Ex- 
pedition : He faid, that he trembled, and could fcarce 
walk to the Halt, tho' at other Times he could travel 
30 Miles a Day on Foot. As they were bufy at their 
Game, and the Deer flying about the Woods, and the 
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.Keepers all alarm'd, and with Affiftance, were in the 
Holt in fearch of them ; he was wander'd a great Dif- 
tance from his Comrades, after a Fawn that was very 
young, and which he intended to have  taken alive, to 
fend to a young Woman that lived at Guildford; when 
on a fudden the Keepers were upon him, and appre- 
hended him, and tying him faft and fecure, foUow'd in 
Purfuit of the others.    They foon found them,   the 
Keepers (as I think he faid) being fix, and the Black 
Men feven in Number.    After a fierce Encounter with 
Quarter-Staves, (as Kingjhell told me) the Black Men 
were defired to retire : But they refolving to die or con- 
quer, flung a Defiance in their Teeth, and more furi- 
oufly fet upon them,   not regarding their  Lives,   nor 
confidering the loaded Guns that the Keepers prefented 
before them.    After a warm Fight, one of the Black 
Men (whofe Name was Barber) was (hot, and had his 
Thigh fliatter'd to pieces: But one of the Under Keep- 
ers, as I think, belonging to the Lady Holt, was kiil'd 
by a Shot from the Gun of Marjhall.    The Keepers be- 
ing  then refolved to fpare none, prefs'd more warmly, 
upon them, till they all ran away, leaving Marjhall and 
Kin^pell taken, and alfo Barber, who fell wounded on 
the Grafs. 

Elliot hearing this Encounter, faid he was terrify'd, 
knowing he muft anfwer for all that ftiould be tranfaft- 
ed ; he greatly lamenting his not living quietly at home, 
where he might have continu'd happy, with Plenty a- 
bout him. 

3. Robert Kingjhell, was about twenty-fix Years of 
Age, and living in the fame Houfe with his Parents 
(being Apprentice to his Brother a Shoe-Maker) in a 
Village cali'd Farnefs, he faid his Father had a particu- 
lar Eye over him, left he ftiould run into any Enormi- 
ties ; but he believed it was the Work of Providence, 
That the Night before the fatal Accident happen'd, he 
was fleeping in his Bed, as was all the Family, when, 
about Eleven o'Clock, John Barber gave a Signal at his 
Cham.ber-Window that awaken'd him, and getting pri- 
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vately out of the Houfe, he was receiv'd by Barher upon 
his Horfe, and carry'd toward the Holt, which was 12 
Miles diftant. In the Way, according to his Appoint- 
ment, they call'd upon Henry Marjhall, whom they 
found wandering about alone in tlie Street where he li- 
ved j he arm'd himfelf, and mounting, went with them 
to call Elliot and the reft. He added, that tho' they 
fet out at IVIidnight, 'twas Eight in the Morning before 
the Keepers molefted them. 

Spying the Keepers at fome Diftance, Henry Marjhall 
fwearing he would fire upon the firft he met, was de- 
iir'd by this Kingjhell, To fight ivith Staves as Jioutly as 
he could, hut to take Care hon>: he took Life, Which 
Marjhall wo^A not regard. He added, that when the 
Keepers defircd them to retire, he anfwered, that they 
would retire if Elliot the Bound-Man fliould be deliver'cl 
to them; but they had more Honour than to go off 
with Safety and leave their Friend in Danger. But the 
Encounter being begun. Barbers Thigh was fliatter'd, 
and was taken ; one of the Keepers bendes lying on the 
Ground, in Blood, who expired immediately ; three of 
the Blacked Men ran away, and left two fighting, one 
wounded. Mid one feiz'd and bound. 

This unfortunate Man had all the Symptoms of a 
fmcere Penitent; he fpent whole Nights in reading and 
praying, often allowing himfelf no Reft at all. If any 
were idle and impertinent he check'd them, and begg'd 
they'd confider vvhither they were going, and what E- 
ternity was. He procur'd what Books were necelliiry, 
and took particular Care to underftand the Natiu-e of 
the Sacrament, and what ought to be the Qualiiications 
of one who intended worthily to receive it. 

^. Henry Marpall. This Prifoner was near thirty- 
fix Years old, fmall of Stature, but robuft ; one who 
diftinguilh'd himfelf by his Skill and Strength in ruftick 
Exercifes. I was told he once broke the Arm of an 
Highv/ayman, who was robbing a Gentleman upon the 
Road, near to a Pafture where his Buunefs then lay. 
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He was Servant to a Farmer and Butcher, in a Village 
caird Lephook, being unmarried. 

As he was bereav'd of his Speech, by the Will of - 
God, I had little Opportunity of Difcourfe with him, 
his Tongue not being loofed till the Day before he died; 
but then he neither attempted to deny, or palliate the 
Murder he had committed, but feem'd to think it was 
a trifling Matter, and that he had a Right to ftand upon 
his own Defence, and not to leave a Companion among 
Ks Enemies. When I ask'd him if he confider'd what 
a great Work it was to repent for the Sin of Murder, 
fo as to fave his Soul from Ruin ? His Reply was. That 
to be fure hejhould take Care of himfelf. He appear'd 
very defirous to recover his bodily Health, but Death 
approaching near, he feem'd not any way to regard it, 
Dr to be any more concern'd than when it was diftant, 
never having entertained (as I believe) any Expeftations 
of a Pardon or Reprieve. 

5 and 6. Edixiard and John Pink, two Brothers, 
were both Carters in Port/mouth, accounted induftrious 
young Fellows, till corrupted by the Company of Anfel 
and others. John faid he believed the Evidence was the 
feverer againft him and Jiifel becaufe fome time before 
they ran away with his Wife, adding. That he ought 
to owe them no Ill-will becaufe they had return'd his 
Wife to him again. He acknowledg'd Adultery to be a 
Sin, but had not the fame Sentiments with regard to 
fpoiling and wafting Forefts and publick Chaces. 

The Houfe-keeper belonging to Par-vin, going crofs 
the Foreft of Bear, on Horfeback, was by thefe Men 
and Jn/el catch'd and oblig'd to cut the Throat of the 
Deer whicli they hadjuittaken; and wasalfocompelFd 
to ride with them on their Enterprizes, and to wear a 
Dagger by her Side, and Piftols accordingly. After 
which they forced her to ParfircTs Alehoufe, where 
they dined upon a Haunch of Venifon, and after Dinner 
fent out two Perfons to kill more Deer, not in liis Ma- 
jefty's Foreft, but in Waltham Chace, belonging to the 
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As Death approach'd, their Indifpofition increased, 

which they both faid was a greater Trouble to them' 
than the luffering a fhameful Death, as it in a great 
Meafure prevented their induftrious Performances iu a 
religious Way ; but they humbly hoped, that as Sick- 
nefs proceeded from God, God would make merciful 
Allowances for their great Weaknefs and Indifpofition. 

7. James Anjel, Qthir^ik Stephen Philips, was about 
thirty Years of Age, who for fome Years had led an 
unfetled Life, being often at Guilfird, Port/mouth, Lon- 
don, &c. He faid, that tho' fome People were ready- 
to lay Indiaments againft him at Guildford Affizes, if 
he efcaped Death at London, yet he valued not of a Ru(h 
what they could do againft him ; for tho' he had been 
long fufpeded of robbing by a large Hill that is in the 
Road between Guildford and Portfmouth, not far from 
Lephooi, and had many Years ago committed one Rob- 
bery there ; yet he could prove that he kept up (the 
Country having a Sufpicion of him) during the whole 
Time, when all thofe Robberies they intended to brine 
againft him were committed by other Hands. 

He afterwards acknowledg'd two Robberies on the 
Portfmouth Road, and alfo the fliooting great Numbers 
of Deer ; but faid he was moft concern'd, that he had 
deftroy'd any Woods, or done any Damage, in 'Squire 
Nerton'i Park, becaufe he had heard that that Gentle- 
man, when his Majefty enquired of the Nature of the 
People called 5/«f/ex, gave a very favourable Account of 
them. He faid he could difcover above twenty Offen- 
ders not taken ; but as he had mention'd fome and no 
Notice taken of it to his Advantage, he was only forry 
he had fpoke at all Being afed if they had any farther 
Defign befides the kiUmg of Deer ? he anfwer'd That 
he had not Being farther aiked, if he beiong'd to thofe 
Men who kilPd the Man at the Inn ? He faid he knen^ 
je-veral of that Company, but had no Hand in that Murder 

This Prifoner, judging it impoihble  he ftiould efcape 
the Law, _fet himfelf very earneftly to perform his Duty 
was mceflantly at Prayers, received the Sacrament with 
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the greateft Devotion, and appear'd very devout to the 
laft Moment of his Life. 

At the Place of Execution. 

TH E Morning they fuffer'd, all of them having 
an earneft Defire to receive the Sacrament, all 

acknowledging the Murder who committed it, and the 
others the Felony ; the Sacrament was given to the fe- 
ven Perfons. Parvin was defirous to be then cleared by 
the others, but was told 'twas an improper Time, and 

• would ruffle their Minds with worldly Thoughts, when 
they ought to be intent alone on Heaven. When car- 
ried to fuffer, Palenefs and Symptoms of Death appear'd 
in their Afpefts. When God vifits Man for his Offen- 
ces, how vain is his Strength and Courage! They who 
were aible flood up in the Cart, during the Prayers at 
the Tree ; but none appear'd to have any Power to 
pray, except Philips. Tho' Parwn had before told me, 
he had refign'd all Hopes of Life, yet at the Moment of 
Death it appear'd otherwife ; for with wifhful Eyes he 
look'd for a Reprieve, which he continually expefted to 
be ridjng up towards the Tree. The Cart being drawn 
from under them, they all lifted up their Hands toward 
Heaven, and in a Moment appear'd to be dead. 

They were executed at lyburn on Wednefday the 4th 
of December, 1723. 

II 
the 
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The Behaviour, Confeffion, and Lajl Dying' 
Speech of Capt. John Stanley, who was 
condemned for the barbarous Murder of Mrs. 
Hannah Maycock, Widow, [a Gentle- 
woman whom he kept Company with) by 
giving her with a drawn Sword one mortal 
IVoimd near the left Pap, of the Length of 
half an Inch, and Depth of nine Inches, on 
the loth of Odlober, 1723. 

•' I '' HIS unfortunate Gentleman, Mr. John Stan- 
f ley, was born at a Place call'd Duce-Hall, in £/- 

fex, (being the Seat of Mr. Palmer his Mother's 
•Brother) in the Year 1698. The Father, being an 
Officer, was wont, it feems, to exercife the Boy at 
five Years, by parrying with him, and pricking him, 
and caufing other Officers to do the fame j to pre- 
vent his fearing any Weapon. The Lad was prais'd, 
and encourag'd with ftrong Liquors, and efteem'd a 
Wonder of his Age, being very aftive, and very witty. 
When a Lad, his Father took him (as he faid) into Spain 
and Portugal, where he beheld feveral Fights ; and 
delighting unaccountably in thofe Things, would often 
run from his Tent, and expofe himfelf to Dangers at 
the Engagement ; tho' oftentimes feverely ufed by his 
Father, for leaving the Ground that he left him upon. 
He iidd many were the Fatigues and Hardfhips that he 
likewife endured in Portugal; but he added, that his 
Pleafure was to walk to and fro upon the dead Car- 
cafles after an Engagement, and to look at them. 

But returning to Englaiid, when his Father was com- 
mitted  Prifoner to   Newgate, for  ftabbing a very near. 
Relation of the Lord Newbur^i, Misfortunes of .a dif- 
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ferent Nature fliock'd the Family, too tedious here to 
mention; but they blew over, and the Father being 
difcharg'd from Prifon, was order'd to Ireland; upon 
which he took his Son \^ohn\ with him, who had an 
Enfign's Commiffion given him, which he foon difpofed 
of for Want of Money. 

Leaving Ireland, he enter'd into the Vices of Lon- 
don, when a very little Stripling, having heard thofe 
Things talked of by his Acquaintance in Ireland. His 
Father, he faid, defired him to make Application to the 
[then] General Stanhope, and he need not fear Prefer- 
ment, for his Sake: But being well liked by Women, 
it made him give himfelf wholly to the pleafmg them, 
tho' he never 'thought of marrying, but he refolv'd a- 
gainft it., He told a great many People in Neivgate of 
his having Intrigues with two difterent Gentlewomen 
near Cheapfide Conduit. But being check'd for having 
no Concern for fuch Offences, he laid. They nvere Gaie- 
ties, and Gaieties that all Men praBifed, or ixijhed to 
praBice, nuhich luas allone ; nor woujd hear any thing 
againft his own Opinion. Such was his extream Airi- 
nefs and gay Carriage v/hen firft a Prifoner. Nor did he 
then make any Scruple of talking publickly of feveral 
vicious Tricks by him play'd at Richmond. 

He told me, he had accompanied a Friend of his to 
Flanders, and from thence (I think) to Holland: He 
gave an exaft Account of the Fortifications at Lijle, 
Mons, &c. and obferv'd. That as the Trade luas fame 
Years ago removed from Antwerp to Amfterdam, it might 
notv be as eafily transferedfrom Amfterdam to London, 
er Canterbury, l3c. He was alfo in France, and ftay'd 
a confiderable Time at Paris, and boafted of fome fine 
Ladies that bad conferr'd Favours upon him at Paris. 
It was there that he improv'd himfelf, as he faid, in 
Fencing ; which, when he return'd into England, he 
put too much in Praftice : For inilead of being obliged 
to Companies for the Treats they fometimes gave him, 
he too frequently quarrel'd with them, and badtthem 
look at his Sword, i^c. 

But 
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But notwithftanding this unhappy Humour, he efta- 

ped being kill'd j tho' he had, in the  Fore-part of his 
Body, fix or feven large Scars, which he fhow'd me. 
He faid his greateil Efcape was, when going with one 
Captain  Faulkner from the Captain's Lodgings at one 
Mr. CoUins'i near the General Poft-Office ; he parted 
from him juft before he was kill'd by Mr. Burdett, and 
two other Gentlemen : Had he been there, he faid, he 
mull have died too, for he was fo much in Liquor, that 
he could but refleft on God's  Goodnefs to him, in not 
cutting him off,   when drunken,  or in a Debauchery, 
but giving him Space to repent of his vicious Gallantries, 
He affirm'd, that he was very ferious for a great while 
after his Friend's Death, and that it ne'er went out of 
his Mind ; but that it made him give good Advice i» 
feveral of his wild Acquaintance ; and alfo made hint 
ask feveral ill Women, (when they thought he was go- 
ing to commit  Fornication with   them)  Whither their 
Lcn.vdnefs nj^ould lead them ?  If they thought to die as they 
lived? If they did not belie've the Confequence of Vice, 
ivhen Youth and Beauty left them, nuould he Shame, Po- 
•verty and Woe f &c.    He afSrm'd befides, that as Mor- 
ris  Fitzgerald was his particular Friend, and as he was 
with him juft before he kill'd the  Watchman in the 
Strand, and   faw him in Liquor, he  would fain.have 
carried him home, and told him, Ifheaffaulted or af- 
fronted any Wotnan, he himfelf nvoiild be forivardejl to be 
an E-vidence againft him :   And for that Reafon, he ad- 
ded, it was, that tho'  Mr. Fitzgerald fo often fent to 
him from Neivgate, he would never fee him, even to 
the very Time of his fuffering Death ; tho', as he af- 
ferted, he was no way afraid of going to Newgate to fee 
him. 

He mention'd other Efcapes : Once he faid he was 
fet upon by Footpads in the Hamfftead Road, as he' 
came from Belfize: Another Time he was afTaulted go- 
ing in Gloucefterfliire, and drawing his Sword, was near 
being ftiot by the Highwaymen, who very much beat 
and bruifed him ; and it nxias hard that he, iiohom no 
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Sivord could difpatch, no Storms could dronxn, no Gun could 
e'ver kill, muflfall by an ignoble Rope ; that he, nvho had 
lived nvith Officers, muji die ivith Robbers, Sec. 

After he had been fome few Days committed, he de- 
clared, before feveral People, that he would ne'er die 
by the Rope ; offering, in his airy way, to lay Wagers 
upon that Matter, &c. But afterwards being convin- 
ced that there was no Courage or Bravery in not being 
able to fullain Misfortunes, but getting from under them 
by robbing the Creator of one of his Creatures, he 
changed his Intent, and faid, " He would die like a 
'' Gentleman and a Soldier, tho' in the Manner of a 
'' Dog : That his Enemies fhould fee he could appear 
" with the fame Face at the Time of his Death, as du- 
" ring the Time of his Life." At the fame time he 
acknowledg'd, that he had fully defign'd to difpatch 
himfelf with a Knife, or with a Dofe of Opium, as an 
eafier or furer Way. But he added, that afterwards, 
when he refolved to die as the Law appointed, and to 
compenfate for his Offences with his Blood, he had 
found a great Quiet and Satisfaftion in his Mind ; de- 
claring, " That he was much more uneafy and unhappy 
" before he was under Misfortvmes than after. For he 
" /aid. That every Time Mrs. Mnycoci's Name was 
" mfention'd in Company, a Trembling feiz'd his Linjl*, 
" and cold Sweats appear'd in Drops upon his Fore- 
" head ; which he thought was an Omen of their being 
" the Deftruftion of each other." He added, that 
what gave him ftill greater Refledlion, and more Sur- 
mifes, was, a Horfe once throwing him under Tyburn, 
from which Place he could by no means difengage him- 
felf, or get up, till his two Friends advanced and affill- 
ed him ; and the more, becaufe, foon after he had the 
fame Fate as he went under Nezvgate, much injuring his 
Health by a Fall there. He afErm'd, that for two 
Months afterwards he conftantly addrefs'd himfelf to 
Heaven every Morning, defiring his Creator to direft 
his Steps, and to preferve him from Dangers and Mif- 
fortunesy 

He 
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He faid, that 'twas his Misfortune that he was edu- 

cated as a Gentleman, and had Ambition cultivated in 
him, without having a real Eftate to fupport his Edu- 
cation. His Father became fenfible of this, and grew 
very uneafy at his being unfettled, fearing it might lead 
him into fome Misfortune of fatal Confequence. 

For this Reafon he put him upon going abroad ; and 
having Intereft with fome illuftrious Perfons, he had a 
Lieutenant's Commiffion  given him ; and was deputed 
to go over into Africa, (as I remember) a^ Governor of 
Cafe Coaft-Caftle, a Fort belonging to the Royal Afri' 
can Company.    He faid, that he was at firft very much 
delighted with the  ProfpeA of this Voyage, and with 
Captain Majfefs Company, who was with him :   Butr, 
Mrs. Maycockmtetmg him at Fortfimiith, in order to lii,>i 
allowing fomewhat for the Subi^ftance of her Child by 
him, according to the Profits that (hould ariie from his 
Places :   He began to  entertain diiFerent Sentiments of 
his Voyage : The leaving certain Acquaintance in Lou- 
den : So that at Port/mouth be parted, as  he ailerted, 
with half the Money he received from the Company, 
and kept half the Money himfelf: From thence he re- 
turn'd to London. a.gain, to the great Surprize of all his 
Friends, when they came  to hear of him,, and to the 
extream Grief and Affliftioii of his Father,, who then 
dwelt in St. Ann's Parifti by Soho : But his Father dj'inp-,. 
he  much bewail'd the Lofs  of him,   and took it  io 
much to Heart,   that feveral of his Friends affirm'd, 
(which was about two Years before) he never was right- 
ly in his Senfes.    And indeed his attempting  to  ftab 
himfelf with a Penknife in the Houfe of Mr. Vnda-hill^ 
only becaufe fome Latin -was  repeated in Company,.  » 
had the Appearance of an Aft.of Lunacy .; and his put- 
ting  himfelf  into fuch   violent Storms of Faffion,   as 
once frighted a Woman and licr  Family out of tlie 
Houfe, without any Provocation given, had the f ime. 
Appearance : Both which v.-ere fv/orn i^pon his Trial. * 

* .?, See SELECT TRIALS, W. /. -page ' ,69. 
He 
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He faid his Fathers Death made a very ftrong Impref- 

fion upon him, and he made Refolutions to forfake all 
his Acquaintance that was not very grave and fober j 
but he was not able to compleat any Reformation. He 
told me 'twas for this Reafon that he went to Flanders, 
and continued there a confiderable Time ; by feeing new 
Places, and converfing with unknown Men, he added, 
that he imagin'd he ftiould wholly forget thofe Women 
whom he had known in a vicious Way ; but returning 
into England he foUow'd his ufual Courfe, which, as he 
faid, he ftiould not have done, had he been Matter of 
a competent Fortune for his Subfiftance. 

It afterwards appear'd, that all his good Refolutions 
were foon loft, and that he enter'd again on his former 
Gaities and Vices ; a Proof of which was, his going 
(intoxicated with Wine) along the Fields towards Hamp- 
fiead, and there ftabbing Mr. Daivfon an Attorney at 
Law, I was defir'd to examine him about the Truth 
cf that Matter before he dy'd : I did fo, and he gave 
jne the following Account of it. 

" I was walking with two Tradefmen, and met Mr. 
*' Da~Mfon and five more Gentlemen, a Quarrel arifing, 
*' I interpofed, having a good Sword ; a Piftol was then 
" fired at me, (as I think by the Apothecary who was 
" with Mr. t)anx-[on) and the Bullet graz'd by my Skin 
'' thro' my Coat and Waiftcoat, which Hole in the 
" Coat has been feen by feveral People, and may nov/ 
" I believe, be feen at my Mother's at the Svjan-Ta'verK 
"• in Lung-Acre, where ftie and I lodg'd : As I thought 
" it was the Apothecary who pufti'd fo hard upon me,, 
*' my Defign was to have ftabb'd him, but he being a 
" little Man, Mr. Da-iufon interpofed between us, and 
" receiv'd the Sword into his own Body, which went 
•' - thro' the lower Part of his Belly into his Back-Bone, 
" and immediately laid him in Blood ; he was carried 
" to the Half-Way-Houfc, and the Surgeon took Care 
" of him for about fix Weeks. I prov'd to be known, 
" and was appointed to be arrefted ; for a long Time 
^ they v/ere ia Purfuit of me, but my Sword fav'd me." 

This 
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This was what'hefaid; but when he was told that- 
the wounded Man, being a young Man, was obliged to 
leave off his Bufinefs upon the above Account; he ap- 
pear'd to be forry for that; but he refufed to difcover 
the two Perfons that were in Company with him, fay- 
ing, that as he committed the Faft, and had taken it 
upon himfelf, 'twould be hard and difhonourable to 
bring thofe Men into Difafters, or lay them under a Ne- 
ceffity of paying for the Cure. 

He freely acknowledg'd his Faults, in being fo paf- 
fionate and warm a Temper, and begg'd Pardon of all 
Men whom he had quarrel'd with, mentioning in par- 
ticular a Gentleman whom he call'd Captain Chukley^ 
whom he faid, he difagreed with at a Cyder-Celler in 
Co-vent-Garden, and fought with in a dark Room in 
that Place: He did believe that it was thro' God's 
Mercy that they were feperated by a Conftable that was 
fent for, or otherwife he might have been fent fudden- 
ly out of the World, without any Preparation, in the 
midft of Rage and Choler, and in the Commiffion of 
an ill Aftion ; for he added, that he receiv'd a dange- 
rous Wound in his Breaft, near his Shoulder, the Sword 
going quite thro' his Body, and out at his Back, his 
Oppofer receiving only two flight Cuts. 

He had three Children by Mrs. A%fof^,(whom he {a 
barbaroufly murder'd) one whereof was about four 
A^ears old, and liv'd and lay with him till his Death ; 
he appearing to be very tender and indulging of the- 
Boy ; he was fo for feveral Years towards it's Mother 
Mrs. May cock, becaufe he was welcome to her Houfe 
when fhe liv'd at the Corner of the Old-Bailey upon 
Ludgate-Hill, and afterwards when fhe remov'd intcv 
South--vjai:k, fce refufing'fome Offers of Marriage on his 
Account. This Amity, he fr.id, was firft impair'd by 
their Subftancc being partly exhaufted ;^ and afterwards 
he had fome Refentment upon hearinp file had new 
Men whom Ihe approv'd of, and had Icen the vifibic 
iiffefts of their Love at the Houfe in the Qld-Bailey: 
" But (continu'd he) I jnuft own, that I was chicflv 
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" the Occafion of it, as I at iirft feduc'd her, and thea 
" was not able to maintain her." But he would not 
acknowledge what one Evidence at his Trial depoled. 
That he expreffed an Intent to kill her half a Year ago. 
After this, he was going to fend a Letter to IVIr. Be- 
mont in Neivgate-Jireet, on what Account I know not, 
when he was told Mr. Bemont was juft Dead, where 
upon he fell into a great Agony, as if he had thereby 
been hinder'd from laying fomething of Importance. 

He was very much fhock'd when he heard that Mrs. 
MaycocKi Life and Death had alfo broken her Brother 
Bryati'i Heart, who died on Tower-Hill; fo that, tho' 
at firft his Behaviour was light, and his ExprelTions, 
that he did not fear dying by a Rope ; yet afterwards 
he grew very calm and ferious, faying, " He fhould die 
" with Delight to fatisfy Blood with Blood." He 
read the Scripture and Forms of Prayer to Saunders 
and Harrington, who lay at the fame Time under Con- 
demnation in the Condemn'd-Hole, he attended regularly 
the Chapel, abfenting hirafelf but twice, and read the 
Pfalms, and made the other Refponfes with much 
Care ; yet he twice Ihovv'd the Effefts, of his Temper 
upon two Perfons, whom he abfurdly fancy'd appear'd 
there to triumph over him in his Misfortunes. Hs 
faid he hop'd Chrift would receive his Soul, becaufe he 
had been fo good a Father to his dear Child ; and he 
would even fhed Tears, and call the Deceafed, cruel! 
barbarous, tffir. He defir'd he might receive the Sacra- 
ment the Day he died, and the Sunday preceeding, at 
which Times he appear'd altogether ferious, grave, 
and compofed, faying, he was eafy in his Mind, and 
ready to enter another World. 

About nine o'Clock he was the Morning of his 
Execution carry'd up to Chapel, and appear'd compos'd 
and ferene'l' but on a fudden flew into a Paflion, and 
faid, 'He wasvex'd on no Account but becaufe he had 
' not fired the whole Houfe where Mrs. Maycock daeiC 
He was requeued to lay afide thofe Starts of fudden 
Paffion if polTible, and to be in Charity with all the 
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World : He then grew very calm, and call'd earneftly 
upon God and Chrift. He receiv'd the Sacrament with 
the utmoft Devotion, and afterwards faid, ' He was 
' perfeftly eafy at the Thoughts of leaving this World, 
' which to him had been a Life of Anxiety and con- 
' llant Hurry and Uneafmefs.' 

He was carry'd in a Mourning-Coach to Tyhum, and 
arriving at the Place of Execution, turn'd pale when he 
was firft put into the Cart, and faid to me he was fick : 
He defir'd that the Rope which was ty'd over the 
Tree might be again unty'd, that he might kneel 
down while God was worfliipp'd; which was accord- 
ingly done. During the Prayers he was extreamly 
earneft and fervent, but a Sicknefs at the Stomach at 
Times coming upon him, he lean'd his Head, and de- 
fired me to fupport him with my Hand. 

Being afk'd if he intended to fay any Thing to the 
People, he anfwer'd, ' No, his whole Mind he had 
' told me two or three Days before, which he fuppos'd 
' People would fee, and he had nothing more to add.' 
He then faid, ' That as his Friends hid provided an 
' Hearfe that flood near to bear away his Body, he 
' hop'd no one would be fo cruel as to deny his Rela- 
' tions the Gift of his dead Limbs, that they might re- 
' ceive Chriftian Burial, unlefs he was promifed that, 
' he could not die in Peace,' When the Cap was put 
over (by his Countenance) he was feen to ftied Tears, 
receiving the Pity of all prefent, he eafily refign'd his 
Breath. 

Ucc 
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^e Behaviour and Confeffion of Peter Curtis, 
alias Friend, who was indicted for breaking 
the Houfe of Fluellen Afpley, in the Night,, 
andjlealing ajtlver Tea-pot, value 91. ajil- 
ver Coffee-pot, filver Candleflicks, and many 
other Pieces of Plate, to the Value of 30 
or 40 1. It appearing that the Pr if oner was 
apprehended as he attempted to pawn fome 
fart of the Goods with Charles Shcllfe, and 
that in Newgate he confeffed the Jlealing 
cf them, as foon as he was informed that 
Joannah Grundy had difcover'd all the re- 
maining part of the conceal'd Plate: The 
Jury found him guilty of the IndiSment. 

THIS Prifoner when he was firft under Condem- 
nation, appeard to be deeply touch'd with a Senfe 

of his Condition ; but afterwards, inftead of being ftill 
more and more concern'd,. he gradually ceas'd to regard 
Death, to the Time he died; yet his Behaviour was no , 
Way rude or ftubborn, but at Prayers he was ferious 
and obfervant. He faid, tho' he was not 30 Years of 
Age, he had pafled thro' fuch a vaft variety of Adven- 
tures, Accidents, and Shocks in Life, as had long ago 
learn'd him to defpife Death whenever it fhould ap- 
proach, and in whatever Shape. The beginning of his 
Difafters was occafion'd by his not approving of the 
Trade (a Ship-Carpenter) which his Father affign'd 
him, when he fent him very young from the Weft of 
England, his native Place. Before he was thoroughly 
afriv'd at Man's Eftate he married, fell off from Bufi- 
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nefs, and refolv'd to follow no working Employ: He 
obferv'd, that this Hatred towards Labour and Induftry, 
God punilh'd him for ; for it was the Source and Oc- 
cafion of a World of Fatigue and Hardfhip to him, 
and from the very Day that he purpos'd and refolv'd to 
give himfelf up to Pleafure, he never enjoy'd any 
Pleafure at all: But leaving his Employ he enter'd in- 
to the Service of feveral Noblemen and Gentlemen, but 
was always unfettl'd in his Mind : He own'd, that 
where he liv'd he had frequent Opportunities of im- 
proving himfelf in the Knowledge of the Religion he 
profefs'd, but neglefted to make fuch Improvements: 
He complain'd indeed that the Caufe why he never 
read at Chapel was, his being laid (when committed to 
Neivgate] in a Stone Hole, where the chill Damps im- 
pair'd his Eye-fighr, but there was Reafon to think 
other Things. , 

After he had forfaken Bufinefs as a Servant, he was 
plung'd into many Difficulties, and enlifted himfelf as a 
Volunteer for the Sea Service, but abfolutely refufmg to 
work, he was employ'd as a Trumpeter on Board the 
Ejfex, and in the Shrcwshiry Man of War, when Ad- 
miral Bing was fent againft the Spaniards in the Medi- 
terranean. . ' 

In the Beginning of his prefent Majefty's Reign, when 
the Commotions broke out in Scotland, he was fent thi- 
ther in the Scotch Gra^s, and fought under the Duke of 
.Argyle at the Battle of Dunblain ; at the beginning of 
the Fight he faid he had his Thigh fliatter'd, his Horfe 
(hot under him, and the next Soldier to him (together 
with his Horfe) being fhot dead at the fame Time, the 
two Horfes falling crufh'd him between them, and 
broke three of his Ribs. 

After he recover'd his Strength by God's Afiiftance, 
he intended, with 80 /. that he was Mailer of, to put 
himfelf into a Way of Bufmefs; but having been bound 
he faid, for an Acquaintance in a pretty large Sum of 
Money, and the Creditor being inform'd lie was going 
to Sea again, in order to avoid him, not having the 
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Money to pay, he apprehended him as a Felon, but ia 
realiity to detain him till he could regularly arreft him 
for Debt, which he did when three Days were expir'd; 
being condufted to the Poultry-Compter, he was confin'd 
in fo lamentable an Apartment, that he afRrm'd, it 
was almoft impoffible for him not to be infefted with 
the horrid Vicioufnefs of them who was confin'd. After 
a long Continuance there, in the midft of Hunger, Cold, 
Curfes, Blafphemies, Skirmiflies, Drunkennefs, Quar- 
rellings, i^c. he obtain'd his Enlargement, was hir'd 
as a Servant by Mr. Jfpky, who liv'd near the Compter. 
Leaving his Service, after a pretty long Continuance in 
it, he took up his Abode with Joannah Grundy, this 
Grundy was the Contriver of this Robbery, and advifed 
him to fire the Houfe, as he aflerted, but whether hisAf- 
fertion was true I know not : He added, that he obje- 
fted to the firing Mr. Afflefs Houfe, that it was fituate 
next an Oyl-Shcp and an Jpolhecaries, and near the Comp- 
ter, and therefore might probably burn the whole Night 
at leaft, and confume the Street, efpecially as the Wind 
was that Night extreamly boifterous and tempeftuous. 

Being apprehended on Sufpicion, after making an Of- 
fer of two Pieces of Plate, he was again committed to 
the Compter, afterwards try'd at the Seffions-Houfe in 
the Old-Bailey, but acquitted for want of Evidence ; 
after which his faid Mailer (judging him innocent) was 

, inftrumental in getting him difcharg'd ; but a Week af- 
ter he was again apprehended, try'd, and convifted. 
Thefe long Series of Difafters were worfe to him he 
faid than Death, befides other Hardihips, never having 
been undreft, or in a Bed in iz Weeks, except the one 
Week he was at Liberty. As he appear'd quiet and 
calm, he affirm'd that Compofure was owirg-to his Re- 
fignation to the Will of God, but at Ir.ft it appear'd 
that his Chearfulnefs proceeded from his fully believing 
he (hould not fufi>rr Death, for beiides his defign'd Ef- 
cape, he had wealthy Friends and Relations, upon whom, 
he wholly relycd, which made his Behaviour fo much 
alter while he lay under Conviftion.    I iluUl add no 
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more concerning this unhappy Man, hoping that what- 
ever they who faw him judg'd of him from his outward 
Deportment, he neverthelefs was penitent in Heart, and 
inwardly forry for his Oiiences, fo as to obtain the Fa- 
vour and Mercy of a merciful God. 

The Confeffion and Behaviour of William Par- 
kinlbn, who was conviEfed for felonioujly 
hreaking the Houfe of Richard Goodman, 
on the ijth of May 1724, and fiealing 
from thence 20 Guineas.^ &c. He was al- 
fo conviSied of hreaking the faid Houfe a 
fecond 'fime, and taking Goods to the Value 
of 25 s. which Robbery was committed the 
i^th of April. 

THIS young Man was, when firft under Con- 
demnation, very obfervant of his Duty ; as the 

Time was protrafted, his Appearance of Repentance 
llakened; and tho' he feem'd carefully to read the 
Scripture, the Prayers, is'c. I was inform'd that he pri- 
vately made a Scoff at the Word of God, and efpecial- 
ly at the Prayer for his Myeily. Altho' when I dif- 
cours'd with him, he affur'd me, that his Father was 
particularly careful to inilruft him in his Duty, and on 
his Death-Bed earneftly advifed him above all Things to 
regard Sobriety and Virtue, telling him he would be 
left to a wicked World. After his Father's Deceafe 
he left Leeds in Yorkjhire, and his Trade (a Cloth-'worker) 
and came to London, which was the beginning of his 
Woe and Misfortunes, for God (he faid) feem'd to have 
forfaken him from that very Time, for he could take 
no Delight but in Publick-Houfes, and in lewd Com- 
pany ; altho' (as he faid) he never committed any cri- 
minal Aftion before the Robbery at the Houfe of Mr. 
Goodman, which he never thought of till the Hour he 
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committed it, at which Time, having been drinking till 
12 o'clock at Night, and very much difguifed in Li- 
quor, he repair'd Home to Mr. Goodman^, and com- 
mitted the Faft.    Two" Days before he was executed, 
being required to confider  the Importance of his Soul, 
fcfc. he affirm'd, he did fo, and would do fo, but was 
neverthelefs affur'd he fliould have a free Pardon, as 
well as the two old Offenders ; he faid, as it was dif- 
cover'd they fliould lie feveral Weeks under Condemna- 
tion, certain Women advifed them to break an Hole 
thro' the Wall of the Condemn'd-Hole, which the length 
of Time would give them an Opportunity of fo doing, 
and fo more efFeftually to fecure their Efcape ; he own'd 
that this  had made  him remifs and negligent of his 
Duty, and neither lie nor Curtis could believe that  to 
make an Efcape from Juftice was any Sin, provided no 
Murder was committed in the Attempt : Parkinfon al- 
ledged  the Frailty  and Infirmity  of Human Nature, 
and faid, that the fight of Death made even the Son of 
God to cry out. If it be pojjible let   this Cup fajs from 
me? 

Being a&'d the Day before he fufFer'd,   if he did 
not believe the Reception of the Holy Sacrament wou'd 
aggravate and enchance his Guilt, fmce, having had fo 
long Time, he had employ'd it more to preferve his 
Body than to fave his Soul ? He reply'd, that he hop'd 
there was Mercy for him, and he  thought he  might 
fafely receive the Sacrament; but he would examine his 
own' Heart, and declare whether it was wean'd from 
this World, and placed upon Heaven ; as the Thief on 
the Crofs was accepted at the Moment of his Death, 
why (he faid) might not  he ? But he was anfwer'd, 
that the Thief on the Crofs never heard of Chrift be- 
fore, and as foon as  he did, he cry'd out. Remember 
me  ivhen thou comeji into thy Kingdom, 

The Day before he was executed, he fhed a great 
many Tears in the Chapel, and both he and Curtis. 
feem'd much to regret the Time they had fooliflily 
thrown away in endeavouring to fave their Bodies; but 

Parkin- 



 ^.Jb-' 

I 3071 
Parklnfm was particular forrowful at. a Letter fent to 
his Wife from his Mother in the Country, who at the 
writing of it fuppofed him dead, which Letter he an- 
fwered in fuch a manner as fhow'd (how great foever his 
Folly had been) the natural Temper and Difpofition of 
his Mind was relenting, good and humane ; tho' that 
natural Difpofition was much effac'd by a negligent Life, 
and vicious Company : What chiefly (immediately be- 
fore he fuifer'd Death) perplex'd his Thoughts was, 
that any other Perfon fhould be fav'd, and he by be- 
ing executed be made an Example to deter others from, 
vicious Adlions. 

'Their Behaviour^ bic. at the Place of Exe- 
cution. 

BEEORE thefe Malefaftors fuffer'd Death, it 
pleas'd God to touch their Hearts with a deep 

Senfe of their Offences, and they receiv'd the Sacrament 
with the utmoft Fervency, and all the Tokens of fm- 
cere Devotion. As they were cany'd to Tyburn all Per- 
fons took Notice of the Decency of their Deportment ; 
Curtis there declar'd, that the Woman with whom he 
lodg'd perfwaded him to rob Mr. Jfpley, telling him, 
her Friend in the Country would put of China Ware, 
or Goods, to the Value of 1000 /. or upwards; and 
that her Son got into the Houfe and let Curtis in, and 
the Woman receiv'd the Goods; but (added he) it is 
my Fate only to die, who favM the Houfe from being 
fired, and theirs to efcape who advifed it, at the fame 
Time to fhow he did not repine at his Fate, he fmil'd. 
As to the 1400 /. which he had buried in a Portman- 
teau, he was direfted to difcover the true Owners, that 
their Efteft? might be rellor'd to them ; but he faid, 
he found the Portmanteau on Tinchley-Common, and be- 
liev'd it belong'd to a Foreign Ambaflador, or Noble- 
man j all the Direftion he could give was, that the Coat 
of Arms was a Black Spread Eagle and Dolphin.   The 
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Diamond Ring that he had been obferv'd to wear, he 
could not affirm he came honeftly by, but he begg'd 
Pardon of God for all the Offences of his Life : Parkin- 
fon was efpecially penitent, in the moft earneft manner 
invoking the Mercy of God. 

They were executed at 'Tyburntkt 1 jth of June 1724. 

The following is an Account of the Behaviour 
and Confejfton of Charlts Towers, 07^e of 
the Mint Rioters^ who was executed at 
"Wapping. 

CHARLES Tcnvers, fometime Inhabitant near 
St. James'i Market, Butcher, was indifted for 

felonioufly appearing with feveral others, arm'd with 
Guns, Swords, Staves, or other cffenfive Weapons, and 
having his Face black'd, or being otherwife difguifed, 
on the Highway called Wapphig-tVall, on the 21ft of 
yune 1724, to the Terror of his Majefty's Subjefts, 
ag?-inft the Pence of our Sovereign Lord the King, and 
againlt the Form of the Statute made and provided, and 
Vv'hich was to take Effedl after the ift of June, in the 
lotb Year of King GEORGE L Upon his Trial it ap- 
peaji'd, that on Sunday Morning, at 11 o'Clock, June 
the 20th, Charles Towvers, with feven others, ruftl'd in- 
to the Houie of John Errington (with a large Stick like 
a Quarter-Staff in his Hand, his Hair dipt off, with- 
out Hat, Wig, or Shirt, only with a blue Pea-jacket, 
which flying open before, ftiow'd his Breaft, as well as 
his Face, Black, and befmear'd as with Soot and Greafe) 
whence they refcued J. Weft, affirming, that they were 
fworn thereto, for his Name was fet down in their 
Book kept at the feven Cities of Refuge ; and offering 
(as the Prifoner was with loud Acclamations carrying off) 
£0 ftrike Z). fayhr,. Waterman, and G. Errington, Bro- 

ther 
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ther to the King's Evidence; and the Prifoner's Alle- 
gations, that he never was in any Riot, but only defend - 
ing himfelf againft the BayliiFs, &c. not being thought 
of a;iy Force, he was by the Jury found guilty of Fe- 
lony without Benefit of Clergy. 

As this unfortunate Perfon, after his Apprenticelhip 
marry'd young, before he was polleft of a Competency, 
and Children and the Charges of a Family encreafed 
upon him, he then judg'd that Gaming was a proper 
Method to retrieve himfelf, andfupporthis Family; 
but by Cards he loft that little he was then pofleft of: 
His Circumftances being defperate, he engag'd for a 
Friend in a very large Sum of Money, which foon ob- 
lig'd him to fly into the Old-Mint, In his greateft Di- 
ftrefs, he faid, he refus'd to rob or thieve, denying that 
he ever was guilty of any notorious Offence except one, 
which was, Unfaithfulnefs to his Wife's Bed j for which, 
he added, he muft acknowledge he deferv'd • Death, 
tho' Adultery is fo feldom punifh'd in this Kingdom : 
As for robbing Mr. Huggins of a filver Spoon, which 
he was convidl'd fome Time ago, and order'd for Tran- 
fportation, he deny'd his feeing any fuch Spoon ; and 
as for the picking the Pocket of Mr. Wejlwood i&n Of- 
ficer, and taking 3 s. with which Fadl he was lately 
charg'd, he faid, he believ'd the Money might fall out 
of the Officers Pocket, as they Ditch'd him in a fad and 
ihameful manner, but that he never faw any Silverier 
Copper. He farther faid, that their Way was, as he 
muft then acknowledge, very cruel and unbecoming 
Chriftians, for during his Time, twelve or more were 
fentenc'd to be whip'd by a Judge who was chofen from 
among them, for the Day, and fat in State: He added, 
that during his Confinement fome Perfons had abufed 
and infulted him, v/ho were Friends to Mr. Jones, 
Bailiff; but he protefted he was not Judge when Jones 
was fentenc'd, but one who was formerly aja Officer in 
the Army ; nor had he ever any Defigns againft Sir 
IJaac Milliard, or his Houfe. He dwelt four Years in 
tht Old-Mint, but owing to one Man 70/. was forc'd 
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to harbour in the Neiv-Mint, and took a Houfe in Gra- 
<veI-Lane, for Prifons, he faid, were all fo full, that 
Men died like rotten Sheep, and he had rather go to 
the Place whither he was going, than dwell under that 
Tyranny. He acknowledg'd the Jury and Violence he 
had ufed againft innocent Men, and obferv'd how con- 
trary it was to Chriftian Lenity and Mildnefs : He 
confefs'd he had been by much too Enterprizing and 
Rafti; but at the fame Time added, he thought the 
Officers were before his Misfortunes fully reveng'd of the 
Minters, for among others, a Carpenter's right Arm 
was fo hack'd and chop'd, that the Surgeon was forc'd 
to cut it off; as for himfelf, he ihow'd how dange- 
roufly his Head was cut, even fix Weeks ago, the large 
Scars whereof appear'd. 

He deny'd that he was ever in Difguife with Defign 
to do Mifchief, but he faid, they had Mock-Mafque- 
rades, and particularly one in Meeting-Houfe-Jlley, 
Wapping, where Men and Women met, under the 
Number of Twenty, and he in particular was in a 
Miller's Habit, and his Face cover'd over with White; 
He direfted his Wife to offer this to the Confideration 
of his Majefty in a Petition ; and alfo to infert her ha- 
ving two Children, befides one in her Body, which muft 
come to Mifery if the Father was taken from 'em, 
which Petition ihe deliver'd at the Council-Cliamber 
D*r. 

He was happy in having his Health continu'd entire, 
from the firft beginning of his Misfortunes, and in 
having R. Sivanfon with him, who was able and ready 
to read the Scriptures: When R, Snxianfon had been fick 
in the Night and could not read and pray at i o'Clock 
in the Morning, as was their conilant Praftice, Tenders 
the next Day much condol'd the Misfortune, faying, lie 
wifh'd he was in a Capacit)' to employ feme Perfon who 
ihould fit up each Night and awaken him to Prayers as 
foon as Midnight was pafs'd. The Day before his 
Death he feem'd more chearful than before, faying, 
" This was decreed for me, and I am eafy and con- 
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" tended under it; and how fliould I be otherwife, for 
" I am going from a Life of Trouble, and Noife and 
" Confufion, to a World of Quiet. 

The  Behaviour of Charles Towers at the 
Place of Execution. 

THIS Prifoner (who was carry'd in a Cart to the 
Gallows erefted by Wapping, thro' a very great 
Concourfe of People, many of whom with Tears 

lamented his Condition) appeared with uncommon In- 
trepidity ; and tho' the Evening before he  wept very 
much when he took Leave of his Wife and one of his 
Children, the immediate Profpeft of his own SuiFering 
no way Ihock'd him ; but in a very loud and exclaiming 
Voice he afferted his Innocence to the Speftators, after 
the Conclufion of the Prayers,  iSc. and to make all 
who were there believe, ' That he was not difguifed 
' when he refcued Mr. Weft, unlefs the dirty Condition 
' he was commonly in, could be fo term'd.    That Cap- 
' tain  Buckland, cenfur'd Mr. Jones, the Bailiff, when 
' he was ufed in fo cruel and unchriliian a Manner that 
' he fwooned, l^c.    That the others who were appre- 
' hended in the New Mint, and confin'd on the fame 
' Account, were not guilty of going arm'd in Difguife, 
' ot of any thing elfe that could nearly affeft them ; 
' and named Mr. Sainthe in particular.    That he did 
' not rob Mr. Henry Broohhank, of any Brandy, To- 
' bacco, or Pipes, as he had been charg'd, though the 
' Houfe was threaten'd and delign'd againft.    To this he 
' added, that left his Words Ihould be miftaken, he had 
' moft of the Subftance of them down in Writing j 
' and pull''d out a Paper nuritten by an Acquaintance, for 
' he could not nvrite himfelf.    He afterivards /aid. If the 
' ^6<||ff or the High Conflable muft of Neceffity have 
' thePaper, pray at leaft grant that it may be now 
' read before all thefe People, for 'tis not againft any 
^ Court: The Paper ivas according to his Deftre read he- 

' fore 



[   312  ] 
' fore the Peopk, and nvas to the foliating Purport or 
' EffeB : That as he was in other Matters a great 
* Sinner (and had for other things deferved Death) he 
' underwent the Puniftiment with Patience ; and hum- 
' bly hoped that Alnaighty God would be merciful to 
' him for the Sake of Jews Chrift, in whom he trufted ; 
' that he did not know of any Difguife he was in ; 
' that he did never commit Theft or Robbery ; did not 
' fteal a Silver Spoon, or any Money ; did not rob 
' any Bailiff, ^c. that he was forced and obliged to 
' take Sanftuary in the Place call'd the Mint, in order 
' to avoid his Creditors, becaufe his Debts were fo large 
' that it was not poffible for him ever to pay them." 
Healfo inveigh'dagainft the Bailiffs ; but declared that 
he died in Charity with all Mankind. After the Paper 
was read, he return'd to his ufual Compofure, and again 
grew calm. As the Cart began to move forward, he 
with the loudeft Cries and Exclamations cry'd out to 
God to receive his Soul, till his Breath was Hopped, 
wringing his Hands in a paffionate Manner ; after 
which, the Strength of his Conftitution appear'd in the 
extream and furprizing Difficulty with which he died. 

He was executed at Wafping, in the Pariih of St. 
Patd Shadivell, on Monday January the 4th 1724. 

The follovjing is an Account of John Hewlett, 
for the Murder of Jofeph Candy, on the 
26th of December, 1729, by giving him 
with a Staff a mortal Bruife on the Head; 
of which he ivftantly died. 

THIS John Hetvkt was born in the Cityjjf-^Co- 
mentr'j, in Warvjickjkire, Son of PAchare^ieyo- 

ktt. Butcher of the fame City. He was vifited in the 
Condemn'd Hold the jNight following his Condejnna- 
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tion, where he gave Reins to his Paffion, and fayeigh'd 
againft the Evidences, wiftiing God would revenge the 
Wrong done to him, by fome fignal and terrible Judg- 
ment upon them ; and in cafe that failed, he hoped tliHt 
after Death he fhould be able to come and pay them a; 
Vifit to revenge himfelf of them by Apparition.    Being 
furnifh'd with a Competency of Learning for a Trade, 
his Father bound him an Apprentice to a Butcher near 
Leicefter, where being weary of his Bulinefs, he enter'd 
into the Firft Regiment of His Majefty's Foot Guards, 
which was then engag'd in the Service v/ith his late Ma- 
jefty King William,  in Brabant and Flanders,   where 
in the Battle fought between the Allies and the French 
at Steenkirque [in  which  his  Colonel,   Roliitfon, then 
Commander of his Company, was fhot dead] he receiv'd 
a fmall Shot in his Neck, and another in his Groin : 
Another Wound he receiv'd in his  Head at Landau, 
which fraftur'd his Skull, and laid him under a Necef- 
fity of its being trapann'd, to which,  as he fiid, he 
owM the Weaknefs of his Brain, infomuch, that upon 
the lead Ruffle or Diforder of Mind,   or taking 'the' 
fmallell Quantity of Liquors, Paffion mafter'd his Rea- 
fon.    And being afted  whether it might not be pro- 
bable that he fhould commit a Crime of that Nature 
for which he died, in one of thofe Extafies; reply'd No f 
God knows me to be innocent, but God forgive me, I 
was in Drink that Night; but however I faw a Man 
ftrike the Deceafed on the Head with a Staif, but he 
would not mention his Name.    After he had compleat- 
ed feventeen Campaigns  in Flanders and Spain, he re- 
turn'd to England, and at the Peace concluded in Her 
late Majefty's Reign, was difcharg'd ; he then enter'd 
into a Gentleman's Service, where he marry'd a Coun- 
trywoman, by wham he had nine Children, tho'  he 
had furviv'd all his Children: And he faid, the great- 
eft Addition to his Sufferings was, that his Wife was 
theft at the Point of Death, and he had too much Rea- 
fon to ch'^rge himfelf with the haft'ning of it, by his 
rough and unfaithful Dealings with her.    A Night or 
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two b«#re his Execution came a Perfon, who 'tis fup- 
pos'd was an Evidence againft him at his Trial, though 
the Man came to vifit him as a Friend, and ofFer'd to 
ferve him in his Power, yet he could not forbear treat- 
ing him with very unbecoming Language ; nay, even to 
threaten him with Murder if poffibly he could have Ac- 
cefs to him ; in one Word, his whole Behaviour whilft 
under Sentence (till the Saturday next preceding his Exe- 
cution) was like that of a Perfon delirious, expreffing 
little or no Concern for any thing but the leaving of his 
Wife, and feme few old Acquaintances he had in War- 
mikkjhire. On the Saturday being reminded of the near 
Approach of his Suffering, he then began to have a 
Senfe of it, and a Concern what might be the Confe- 
quence of it ; being admonilhed to prepare for the Re- 
ception of the Blefied Sacrament, he coolly own'd he had 
been a very great Sinner, and hoped that would be no 
Bar to his Admittance to the Table ; and being inform- 
ed 'twould not, he exprefs'd his Joy at it, and faid he 
would contribute his utmoft to a Preparation for it. He 
deny'd the Fad at the Tree. 

Executed Feb. i, 17 24. 

'H'he Account of Jonathan Wild, the Thief- 
taker, taken from his own Mouth, in the 
Condemn'd-Hole in Newgate, four Days 
before his Execution. 

JON J THJ N WILD vjas the Son of Perfons 
in a mean and low State of Life ; yet for all that I 

have ever heard of them both honeft and induftrious; 
their Family confifted of three Sons and two Daugh- 
ters, whom their Father and Mother maintained and 
educated in the beft Manner they could from their joint 
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Labours, he as Carpenter, and flie by felling Fruit in 
Wooherhampton Market in Stafford/hire, which in future 
Ages may perhaps become famous, as the Birth-place of 
the celebrated Mr. Jonathan Wild.    He was the eldefl; 
of the Sons, and received as good an Education as hi* 
Father's Circumftances would allow him, being bred at 
the Free-School to read and write, to both of whicli 
having attained to a tollerable Degree, he was put out 
an Apprentice to a Buckle-Maker in Birmingham.    He 
ferv'd his Time with much Fidelity, and came up to 
Town in the Service of a Gentleman of the long Robe, 
about the Year 1704, or perhaps a little later ; but he 
not liking his Service, or his Mafter not altogether fo 
well pleas'd with him, he quitted it and retired again to 
his old Employment in the Country, where he continued 
to work diligently for fome Time j but at laft grow- 
ing fick of Labour, and ftill entertaining a Defire of 
tailing the Plcafures of London, up hither he came a fe- 
cond Time, and work'd Journey-Work at the Trade to 
which he was  bred ; but this not producing Money 
enough to fupport thofe Expences, Jonathan's, Love of 
Pleafure threw him into, he got pretty deeply in Debt, 
and fome of his Creditors not  being endued with alto- 
gether as much Patience as his  Circumftances requir'd^ 
he v^as fuddenly arrefted, and thrown into Wood-Jireet~ 
Compter; having no Friends to do any Thing for him, 
and having \'ery little in his Pocket when this Misfor- 
tune happen'd, he liv'd very hardly there, fcarce get- 
ting Bread enough to fupport Jiim from the Charity al-r 
low'd to Prifoners, and what little Services he could 
render to Prifoners of the better fort in tJie Goal; how- 
ever as no Man wanted Addrefs lefs than Jonathan, 
fo no Body could have employ'd it more properly than 
he did upon this Occafion, he  thereby got fo much 
into the Favour of the Keepers,   that they quickly 
permitted him the Liberty of tlie Gate, as they call it, 
and he thereby got fome little Matter for going 6f 
Errands;' this fet him above the very pinch of Want, 
and that was all, but his Fidelity and Induftry in thefe 

P 2 mean 



[316] 
mean Employments procur'd him fuch Efteem amongft 
thcfe ii Power there, that they foon took him into 
their Mihiftry, and apjointed him an Under Keeper to 
thofe diforderly Perfons who were brought in every 
Night, and are called in their Cant, Rats. Jonathan 
now came into a comfortable Subfiitance, having learnt 
how to get Money of fuch People, by putting them in- 
to the Road of getting Liberty for themfelves ; but 
there he met with a Lady who was confln'd on the 
Score of fuch Praftices very often, and who went by 
the Name of Mary Milliner, and who foon tauglit him 
how to gain much greater Sums than in this Way of 
Life, by Methods which he till then never heard of, 
and will, I am confident, to this Day carry the Charms 
of Novelty to moil of my Readers; of thefe the firll 
flie put him upon, was going on what they call the 
'Pivang, which is thus manag'dj the Man who is the 
Confederate goes out with fome noted Woman of the 
Town, and if ftie fall into any Broil, he is to be at a 
proper Diflance, ready to come into her Afliftance, 
and by making a fliam Quarrel, give her an Opportu- 
nity of getting off, perhaps after Ihe had dived for a 
Watch or a Purfe of Guineas, and was in Danger of 
being caught in the very Faft ; this prov'd a very fuc- 
cefsful Employment to Mr. Wild for a Time. Moll 
and he therefore refolv'd to fet up together, and for 
that Purpofe took Lodgings, and liv'd as Man and 
Wife ; notwithftanding Jonathan had a Wife and a Son 
:it Wooherhampton, and the fair Lady was married to a 
Waterman in Town; by the Help of this Woman, 
Jonathan grew acquainted with all the notorious Gangs 
of loofe Perfons within the Bills of Mortality, and was 
alfo perfedlly vers'd in the manner by which they car- 
ried on their Schemes, he knew where and how their 
Enterprizes were to be gone upon, and after what man- 
ner they difpos'd of their ill got Goods, when they 
came into their Poffeffion. J^z^y having always an in- 
intriguing Head, fet up for a Direftor amongft them, 
and foon becams fo ufeful to them, that tho' he never 
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went out upon any of their Lays, yet he got as much 
or more Money by their Crimes, than if he had been 
a Partner with them, which upon one Pretence-or 
other he always declined ; he had long ago got riJ 
of that Debt for which he had been imprifon'd in tlio 
Compter, and having by his own Thought projeSed a 
nevi' manner of Life, he began in a very little Time to 
grow weary of Mrs. Milliner, who had been his firfl 
laftrudlor, what probably contributed thereto was the 
Dangers to which he faw himfelf expofed, by-conti- 
nuing a Bull^ in her Service ; however they parted 
without falling out, by Reafon he had occalionto make 
Ufe of her pretty often in his new AVay of Bufinefs. 

As foon as any confiderable Robbery was commit- 
ted, and Jonathan receiv'd Intelligence by whom, he 
immediately went to the Thieves, and inftead of olFer- 
ing to buy the whole, or any part of the Plunder, he 
only enquired ho\v the Things were done, where the 
ferfons liv'd \vho were injur'd, and what the Booty 
confifled in that was taken away, then pretending to 
chide them for their Wickednefs in doing fuch Aftions, 
and exhorting them to live honeftly for the future, he 
gave it them as his Advice, to lodge what they had 
taken in a proper Place which he appointed them, and 
then promifed he would take fome Meafures for their 
Security, by getting the People to give them fomewhat 
to have them reftored again. Having thus wheedled 
thofe who had committed a Robbery into a Compli- 
ance with his Meafures, his next Bufinefs was to di- 
vide the Goods into feveral Parcels, and caufe them 
to be fent to different Places, always avoiding takii^g 
tiiem into his own Hands: Things being in this Pofi- 
tion, Jonathan or Mrs. Milliner, went to the Pcrfons 
who were robb'd,. and after condoling the Misfortune, 
pretended that they had an Acquaintance with a Broker, 
to whom certain Goods were brought, fome of wb'cn 
rhey fufpefied to be ftolen, and hearing that the Per- 
fon to whom they thus applied had been robb'd, they 
faid they thouglit it the Duty of one boneft Body to 
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another to inform them thereof, and to enquire what 
Goods they were they loft, in order to difcover whether 
thofe they fpoke of were the fame or no.   People who 
have had fuch Loii'es are always ready after the firft Fit 
of Pa01on is over, to hearken to any Thing that has a 
Tendency towards  recovering their Goods .• Jomithan 
or his IVIiftrefs therefore, who could either of them play 
the Hypocrite nicely, had no great Difficulty in making 
People liften to fuch Terms j in a Day or two there- 
fore they were fore to come again, with Intelligence 
that having called upon their Friend, and look'd over 
the Goods, they had found part of the Things there, 

•   and provided no Body  v/as brought into Trouble, and 
the Broker had fomething in Confideration of his Care 
they might be had again.    He generally told the Peo- 
ple when they came on this Errand, that he had heard 
of another Parcel at fuch a Place, and that if they 
would ftay a little, he would go and fee whether they 
were fuch as they defcrib'd theirs to be which they had 
loft.    This Praftice  of Jonathatis, if well confider'd, 

. carries in it a great deal of Policy ; for firft it feem'd 
to be a very honeft and good natur'd Aftion to prevail 
on evil Perfons  to reflore the Goods which they had 
ftole ; and it muft be acknowledg'd to be a great Bene- 
iit to thofe who were robb'd, thus to have their Goods 
again upon a reafonable Premium ; Jonathan or his 
Miftrefs all the while taking apparently nothing,  their 
Advantages arifing from what they took out of the 
Gratuity  left with the Broker, and out of what  they 
had bargain'd with the Thief to be allow'd out  of the 
Money which they  had procur'd  him.    Such People 
finding this Advantage in it thus, the Rewards w^ere 
very near as large as the Price is now given by Recei- 
vers,   fmce receiving  became fo  dangerous,   and they 
reap'd a certain Security alfo by the Bargain.    With 
Refpeft to   Jonathan the Contrivance  plac'd  him in 
Safety, not only from all the Laws then in being, but 
perhaps would have fecur'd him   as  effeftually from 
thofe tluit are made now, if Covetoufnefs had not pre- 
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vailed with him to take bolder Steps than thefe ; for 
in a fhort Time he began to give himfelf out for a 
Perfon who made it his Bufinefs to procure ftolen Goods 
to their right Owners: When he firft did this, he 
afted with fo much Art and Cunning, that he acquir'd 
a very great Reputation, not only as an haneji Man from 
thofe who dealt with him to procure what they had 
loft, but even from People of a higher Station, who 
oblerving the Induftry v/ith which he profecuted cer- 
tain Malefaftors, took him for a Friend of Juftice, and 
as fi'.ch afforded him Countenance and Encouragement, 
Certain it is, that he brought more Villains to the Gal- 
lows than perhaps any Man ever did, and confequently 
by diminifhing their Number, made it much more 
fafe for Perfons to travel, or even to refide with Secu- 
rity in their own Houfes; and fo fenfible was Jonathan 
of that Neceffity there was for him to aft in this man- 
ner, that he conftantly hung up two or three of hi» 
Clients at leaft in a Twelvemonth, that he might keep 
up that Charadler to which he had attained, and fo in- 
defatigable was he in the Purfuit of thofe he endea- 
vour'd to apprehend, that it never happen'd in all his 
Courfe of adting, fo much as one fingle Perfon efcap'd 
him ; nor need this appear fo great a Wonder, if we 
confider, that the exaft Acquaintance he had with tlieir 
Gangs, and the Haunts they nfed, put it out of their 
Power almoft to hide themfelves fo as to avoid ids 
Searches. 

When this Praftice of Jonathan^ became noted, and 
the People reforted continually to his Houfe in order 
to hear of the Goods which they had loit, it proJac'd 
not only much Difcoui-fe, but fome Enquiries into his 
Behaviour ; Jonathan forefaw this, and in order to t- 
vade any ill Confequence that might follow upon it, put 
on upon fuch Occafions an Air of Gravity, and com- 
plain'd of the evil Difpofition of the Times, which 
v/ould not permit a Man to ferve his Neighbours and 
his Country without Cenfure. For do I not, quoth Jo- 
nathan, do the greateft Good to the one,,ivhen- I' ferfuade 
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thofe nuichd People nvho have depri'u'd them of their Pro- 
ferties, to reftore them again for a reafonahle Confidera- 
tion : And are not the Villains tuhom I ha've fo indufiri- 
oufly brought to fufer that Punijhment, nvhich the Laiu, 
for the Sake of its hoiteji Siibjeiis, thinks ft to infliil upon 
them: In this Refpeii, I fay, does not their Deaths Jhe^v 
honxi much Vfe I am of to the Country ? Wty then, added 
Jonathan, Jhould People afperfe me,or endea<vour to take a- 
nuay my Bread'' This, kind of Difcourfe ferv'd,as my Rea- 
ders muft all know, to keep Wild fafe in his Employ- 
ment for many Years, while not a Step he took, but 
trod on Felony, nor a Farthing did he obtain but what 
deferv'd the Gallows. I Ihall next give an exaft and 
impartial Account. 

In the firft Place then, when a Perfon was introduced 
to Mr. Wild's Office in the Old-Bailey, it was firft hinted 
to him, that a Crown muft be depofited by way of 
Fee for his Advice, when this was complied with, a 
large Book was brought out, then the Lofer was exa- 
mined with much Formality, as to the Time, Place, 
and manner, that the Goods became miffing, and then 
the Perfon was difmiffed with a Promife of careful En- 
tjuiries being made, and of hearing more concerning 
them in a Day or two; when this was adjufted, the 
Perfons took tlieir Leave, with great Hopes of being 
i;cquainted fhortly with the Fruits of Mr. Wild's In- 
duftrv, and highly fatisfied with the m.ethodical Treat- 
ment they had met with, when at the Bottom this was 
all Grimace ; Wild had not the leaft Occafion for thefe 
Queries, but to anmfe the Perfojje he aflc'd, for he 
knew before-hand all the Circumftances of the Rob- 
be'y much better than they did ; nay, perhaps had the 
very Goods in his Houfe when the Folks came firll to 
enquire for them, tho' for Reafons not hard to be 
guefs'd, he made ufe of all this Formality ; before he 
proceeded to return them, when therefore according to 
ids Appointment the Enquirer came the fecond Time, 
Jonathan then took care by a new Scene to amufe him, 
he was told that Mr. Wild had indeed made Enquiries, 
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but was very ferry to communicate the Event of them ; 
the Thief truly who was a bold impudent Fellow, re- 
jeded with Scorn the Offer, which purfuant to the Lo- 
fers Inftruftions had been made him, pretended he could 
fell the Goods at a double Price, and in fliort, would 
not hear a Word of Reftitution unlefs upon better 
Terms ; but notwithftanding all this, Jonathan fays. 
If I can but cotne to the Speech of him, I don't dmbt 
bringing him to Reafon. At length after one or two 
more Attendances, Mr. Wild gave the definitive An- 
fwer j that provided no Queftions were afic'd, and you 
gave fo much Money to the Porter who brought them, 
you might have your Things at fuch an Hour precife- 
ly. This was traniadled with all outward Appearances 
of Friendfhip, and honeft Intention on his Side, and 
with great ieeming Franknefs and Generofity; but 
when you come to the laft Article, viz. what Mr. 
Wild expefted for his Trouble, then an Air of Coldnefs 
was put on, and he anfv/er'd with equal Pride and In- 
difference, That nvhat he did ivas purely from a Princi- 
ple of doing Good, as to a Gratuity for the Trouble he had 
taken, he left it totally to themfehes, they might do it in 
ivhat they thought ft; and even when Money was pre- 
fented to him, he receiv'd it with the fame negligent 
Grace, always putting you in Mind, tliat it Vv'as your 
.own Aft, that you did it merely out of your Genero- 
fity, and that was no Way the Refult of his Requeft, 
and that he took i,t as a Favour, not as a Reward. 

Had Mr. /?7/<j''continu'd f^tisfied Vi^ith this Way of 
dealing, in all Probability he might have gone to his 
Grave in Peace, without any Apprehenfions of PuniOi- 
ment but what he was to meet with in a Work! to 
come; but he was greedy, and imlead of keeping con- 
flant to this fafe Method, carae at laft to take the 
Goods into his own Cuftody, giving thofe that Hole 
them what he thought proper, and then making fuch a 
Bargain with the Lofer, as he was able to bring him up 
to, fending the Porter himfelf, and taking without Ce- 
remony whatever Money had been given him, 
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A Gentleman who dealt in Silks near Covetit-Gafilen, 
had belpoke a Piece of extraordinaiy rich Damask, on 
Purpofe for the Birth-Day Suit of a certain Duke, and 
the Lace-Man having brought fuch Trimmings as was 
proper for it, the Mercer had made the whole up in a 
Parcel, tied it at each End with blue Ribband, fealed 
with great Exaftnefs, and plac'd on one End of the 
Gompter, in Expeftation of his Grace's Servant, who 
lie knew was direftcd to call for it in the Afternoon ; 
accordingly the Fellow came, but when the Adercerwtnt 
to deliver him the Goods, the Piece was gone, and no 
Account could poffibly be had of it, as the Mailer had 
been all Day in the Shop, fo there was no Pretence of 
charging any Thing either upon the Carelefsnefs or Dii- 
honefty of Servants; after an Hour's fretting therefore, 
feeing no Remedy, he e'n determined to go and com- 
municate his Lofs to Mr. Wild, in Hopes of receiving 
fome Benefit by his Affiftance ; the Lofs confifting not 
fo much in the Value of the Things, as in the Difap- 
pointment it would be to the Nobleman not to have 
them on the Birth-Day.    Upon this Confideration a 
Hackney-Coach was immediately called, and away he 
was order'd to drive direftly to Jonathan's Houfe in 
the Old-Bailey ; as foon as he came into the Room, and 
had acquainted Mr. M-lld with his Bufmefs, the ufual 
Depofite of a Crown being made, and the common Que- 
llions of h(ni', ivhen, atid wohere, having been afe'd, the 
Mercer being very impatient, faid with fome kind of 
Heat, ' Mr. Wild, the Lofs I have fuftain'd, tho" the 
* trlnfick Value of the Goods be very great, lies much 
' more in difobliging my Cuftomer, tell me therefore 
' in a few Words, if it be in your Power to ferve me, 
* if it is, I have 30 Guineas here ready to lay down, 
' but if you expeft that I fhould dance Attendance for 
' a Week or two, I affure you I (hall net be willing to 
' part with above half the Money.    Good Sir, replied 
* Mr. Wild, have a little more Confideration, I am no 
' Thief Sir, nor no Receiver of ftolen Goods, fo that 
f if yc« don't think fet to give me Time to enquire. 



'• you muft e'en take what Meafures you pleafe :' WheBJ 
the Mercer found he was like to be left without any 
Hopes, began to talk in a milder Strain, and with abun- 
dance of Intreaties fell to perfuading Jonathan to thinlc 
of fome Method to ferve him, and that immediately ;; 
JVild ftept out a Minute or two, as if to the NeceJJary- 
Houfe, as foon as he came back told the Gentleman, 
' It was not in his Power to ferve the Gentleman in fuch 
' a hurry, if at all r however in a Day or two he might 
' be able to give him fome Anfwer ?' The Mercer in- 
filled that a Day or two would leffen the Value of the 
Goods one half to him, and Jonathan infifted as pe- 
remptorily, that it was not in his Power to do any 
Thing fooner; at laft a Servant came in a Hurry,, and 
told Mr. Wild there was a Gentleman below deiir'd to- 
fpeak with him, Jonathan bowed and begg'd the Gen- 
tleman's Pardon, told him ' he v/ould wait of him in a 
' Minute,' and without flaying for a Reply withdrew^ 
clapped the Door after him, in about five Minutes he 
return'd with a very fmiling Countenance, and turning 
to the Gentleman faid, ' I proteft Sir, you are the 
' luckieft Man I ever knew, I fpoke to one of my 
' People juft now, to go to a Houfe where I know 
' fome Lifters refort, and direfted him to talk of the 
' Robbery that had been committ-ed in your Houfe,. and 
* to fay, the Gentleman had been with me and ofFer'd 
* 30 Guineas, provided the Things might be had again ; 
' but declared, if he did not receive them in a very fhort 
' Space, he wou'd give as great a Reward for the Dif- 
' covery of the Thief, whom he would profecute witli 
' the utmofl Severity, and if you go direftly Home, I 
' fancy you'll hear more News of it yourfelf, than 1 
' am able to tell you; but pray Sir, remember one 
' Thing, that the 30 Guineas was your own Ofl«r, you 
' are at free Liberty to give them, or let them alone, 
* do which you pleafe, 'tis nothing to me j but take 
' Notice Sir, that I done all for you in my Power, 
' without the leafl Expeftation of Gratitude :' Away 
went the Mercer confounded in his Mind, and wonder- 
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tiering where this Affair would end ; but as he walk'd 
up Southampton-ftreet a tellow overtook him, patted him 
on the Shoulder, and deliver'd him the Bundle unopen'd, 
told him the Price was 20 Guineas, the Mercer paid it 
him direftly, and returning to Jonathan in half an 
Hour's Time, readily expre&d abundance of Thanks 
to Mr. Wild for his Affiftance, and begg'd him to ac- 
cept of the I o Guineas he had faved him for his Pains ; 
Jonathan told him, ' That he had fav'd him nothing, 
* but fuppofed that the People thought 20 Demand 
" enough, confidering that they were now pretty fafe 
•from Profecution.' The Mercer ^\\\ preffed the 10 
•Guineas upon Jonathan, who after taking them out of 
liis Hand return'd him five of them, and affured him, 
•* There was more than  enough, adding, 'Tis Satisfa- 
* ftion enough Sir, to an honeft Man, that he is able 
' to procure People their Goods again :' This you will 
:Tay was a remarkable Inftance of his moderation ; I 
will join to it as extraordinary an Account of his Juftice, 
Equity, or what eife you'll pleafe to call it. It hap- 
pen'd thus, 

A Lady whofe Husband was out of the Kingdom, 
and had fent for her Over-Draughts for her Affiftance, 
to the amount of between 1500 or 2000/. loft the 
.Pocket-Book in which they were contain'd, between 
Bucklers-hury and Magpye-Ale-Houfe in Leadenhall-ftreet, 
where the Merchant liv'd upon whom they were drawn, 
flie however, went to the Gentleman, and he advifed 
her to go direftly to Mr. Jonathan Wild; according- 
ly to Jonathan flie came, depofited the Crown, and 
anfwer'd the Queftions flie afked him, Jonathan then 
toldher, that in an Hour or two's Time poffibly fome 
cf his People might hear who it was that had picked 
her Pocket; the Lady was vehement in her Defires to 
have it again, and for that Purpofe went fo far at laft 
as to offer 100 Guineas; Wild upon that made An- 
fwer, ' Though they are of much greater Value to you 
' Madam, yet they cannot be worth any Thing like it 
' to them, therefo-re keep your ov/n Council, fay no- 
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' thing in the hearing of my People, and I'll give the 
' beft Direftions I am able for the Recovery of your 
' Notes ; in the mean while, if you will go to any 
' Tavern near, and endeavour to eat a bit of Dinner, I 
' will bring you an Anfwer before the Cloth is taken 
* away ;' Ihe faid fhe was unacquainted with any Houfe 
there abouts, upon which Mr. IViU named the Baftift- 
Head; the Lady would not be fatisfied unlefs Mr. Wild 
promifed to eat v/ith her ; he at laft complied, and Ihe 
order'd a Fowl and Saufages at the Houfe he had ap- 
pointed, fhe waited there about three quarters of an 
Hour, when Mr. Wild came over and told her he had 
heard News of her Book, defir'd her to tell out lo 
Guineas upon the Table in Cafe flie fhould have Occa- 
fion for them, and as the Cook came up to acquaint 
her that the Fowl was ready, Jonathan begg'd fhe 
would jufl ftep down to the Street-Door, and fee whe- 
ther there was any Woman waiting at his Door ; the 
Lady without minding the Myftery did as he defir'd her, 
and perceiving a Woman in a Scarlet Riding-Hood 
walk twice or thrice by Mr. WiWi Houfe, her Cu- 
riofity prompted her to go near her, but recolledling fhe 
had left the Gold upon the Table up Stairs, fhe went 
and fnatch'd it up without faying a Word to Jona- 
than, and then running down agam, went towards the 
Woman in the red Hood, who was flill walking be- 
fore his Door; it feems fhe had guefs'd right, for no 
fooner did Ihe approach towards her, but the Woman 
came direftly up to her, and prefenting her her Poc- 
ket-Book, defir'd,   ' She would open it and fee that all 
* was fafe ;' the Lady did fo, and anfwering, ' It was 
' all right,' the Woman in the Red Riding-Hood faid, 
' Here's another little Note for you Madam,' upon 
which fhe gave her a little Billet, on the out-fide of 
which was writ lo Guineas, the Lady deliver'd her the 
Money immediately, adding alfo a Piece for herfelf, 
and return'd with a great deal of Joy to Mr. Wild, 
told him, ' She had got her Book, and would now eat 
' her Dinner heartily ;' '.when the Things were taken 
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away, fhe thought it was Time to go to the Merchants, 
who probably now was return'd from Change, but firft 
thought it neceflary to make Mr. Wild an handfome 
Prefent ; for which Purpofe, putting her Hand in her 
Pocket, fhe with great Surprize found her Green Purfe 
gone, in which was the Remainer of 50 Guineas Ihe 
had borrow'd of the Merchant in the Morning, upon 
this fhe look'd very much confus'd, but did not fpeak 
a Word; Jonathan perceiv'd it, and aJk'd her if Iha 
was not well; I am tolerably in Health Sir, anfwer'd 
fhe, but am amaz'd that the Woman took but 10 
Guineas for the Book, and at the fame Time pick'A 
my Pocket of 39. Mr. /^/Z/hereupon appear'd in as 
great a Confufion as the Lady, faid, ' He hoped fhe 
' was not in earneft, but if it were fo, begg'd her not 
' to dillurb herfelf, fhe fhou'd not lofe one Farthing :' 
Upon which Jonathan begging her to fit ftill, ftepp'd 
over to his own Houfe, and gave, as may be fuppos'd, 
necefTary Direftions ; for in lefs than half an Hour, a 
Jenu (call'd Abraham, that Wild kept as his Footman) 
bolted into the Room, and told him the Woman was 
taken, and on the Point of going to the Compter; you 
' fhall fee Madam, replied Jonathan, turning to the 
' Lady, what exemplary Punilhment I'll make of this 
' infamous Woman :' Then turning himfelf to the Jeiii:, 
* Abraham, fays he, was the Green Purfe of Money 
' taken about her; yes Sir, reply'd his Agent, O la I 
' then faid the Lady, I'll take the Purfe with all my 
' Heart; I would not profecute the poor Wretch for 
' the World. Would not you fo. Madam, replied 
' Wild? Well then we'll fee what's to be done:'' 
Upon which he firll whifper'd his EmifTary, and then 
difpatch'd him; he was no fooner gone, than Jona' 
than faying the Lady would be too late at the Merchant'i 
unlefs they took Coach ; which thereupon they did^ 
and flopp'd over-againfl the Compter-G&te by Stocks- 
Market. She wonder'd at all this, but by that Time 
they had been in a Tavern there a very little Space, 
back comes Jonathari'i Emiflary with the Green Purfe 
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and the Gold in it, ' She fays Sir, fays 'the Felbw to 
' Wild, fhe has only broke a Guinea of the Money for 
' Garnifh and Wine, and here's all the reft of it j very 
' well, fays Jonathan, give it to the Lady, will you 
' pleafe to tell it Madam ?' The Lady accordingly did, 
and found there was 49, ' blefs me ! fays (he, I think 
' the Woman's bewitch'd, fhe has fent me i o Guineas 
' more than I ftiou'd have had ? No Madam, reply'd 
' Wild, fhe has fent you the 10 Guineas back again 
' which (he receiv'd for the Book ; I never fufFer any 
' fuch Pradices in my Way : I oblig'd her therefore to 
' give up the Money (he had taken, as well as that (he 
' had ftole ; and therefore hope, whatever you may 
' think of her, that you will not have a worfe Opinion 
' of your humble Servant for this Accident.' The Lady 
was fo much confounded and confuted at thefe unac- 
countable Incidents, that Ihe fcarce knew what Ihe did, 
at laft recoUeaing herfelf, ' Well Mr. Wild, fays fhe, 
' then I think the leaft I can do is to oblige you to 
' accept of thefe lo Guineas ; No, reply'd he, nor of 
' 10 Farthings, I fcorn all Aftions of fuch a fort as 
' much as any Man of Quality in the Kingdom ; all 
' the Reward I defire Madam, is, that you will acknow- 
' ledge I have afted like an honeft Man, and a Man of 
' Honour.' 

Jonathan brought a vaft Number of the moft noto- 
rious amongfl them to the Gallows, even tho' he him- 
felf had bred them up in the Art of Thieving, and 
given them both Inftrudlions and Encouragement to 
take that Road ruinous enough in itfelf, and even fcy 
him made fatal. Of thefe none was fo open and appa- 
rent a Cafe as that of Blake alias Blueskins ; this Fel- 
low had from a Child been under the Tuition of Jona- 
than, who paid for the curing his Wounds, whilft he 
was in the Compter, allow'd him 3 /. 6d. a Week for 
his Subfiflance, and afforded his Help to get him out 
there at laft, yet foon after this he abandon'd him to 
his own Conduft in fuch Matters, and in a fliort Space 
uufed him to be apprehended, for breaking open the 
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Heufe of Mr. Kneehone, which brought him to the Gal- 
lows ; when this Fellow came to be tried, Jonathan 
indeed vouchfafed to fpeak to him, and afliir'd him, 
that his Body fhould be handfomely interr'd in a good 
Coffin at his own Expence; this was ftrange Comfort, 
and fuch as by no Means fuited with Blueskin ; he infi- 
lled peremptorily upon a Tranfportation Pardon, which 
he faid he was fure Jonathan had Intereft enough to 
procure for him; but upon JVi/a''s affuring him that he 
had not, and that it was in vain for him to flatter him- 
felf with fuch Hopes, but that he had better difpofe 
himfelf to thinking of another Life, in order to which, 
good Books and fuch like Helps fhould not be wanting; 
all which put Bheskin at laft into fuch a PaJTion, that 
tho' this Difcourfe happen'd upon the Leads at the Old- 
Bailey, in the Prefence of the Court then fitting, Blake 
could not forbear taking a Revenge for what he took 
to be an Infult on him, and therefore without much 
ado, clapp'd one Hand under Jonathan'^ Chin, and 
with the other, taking a fharp Knife out of his Pocket, 
cut him a large Gafh a-crofs the Throat, which every 
Body at the Time it was done judg'd mortal; Jonathan 
was carry'd off, all cover'd with Blood, and tho' at 
that Time he profefled the greatefl: Refentment for fuch 
bafe Ufage, affirming that he had never deferv'd to be 
fo treated, having done all that lay in his Power for the 
Man who had fo cruelly defign'd againfl: his Life; yet 
when he afterwards came to be under Sentence of Death 
himfelf, he regretted prodigioufly the Efcape he then 
made from Death, often wiihing that the Knife of Blah 
tad put an End to his Life, rather than left him to lin- 
ger out his Days till fo ignominious a Fate befell him; 
indeed it was not Blah alone who had entertain'd No- 
tions of putting him to Death, he had difobliged almoil 
the whole Group of Villains with whom he had Con- 
cern, and there were Numbers of them who had taken 
it into their Heads to deprive him of Life; his Efcapes 
in the apprehending fuch Perfons were fometimes very 
narrow, having receiv'd Wounds in almott every Part 
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of his Body, had his Skull twice fraftured, and his 
whole Conftitution fo broken by thefe Accidents, and 
the great Fatigue he went thro', that when he fell un- 
der the Misfortunes which brought him to his Death, 
he was fcarce able to ftand upright, and never in a 
Condition to go to Chapel: But we have broke a little 
into the Thread of our Hiftory,,and muft therefore go 
back in order to trace the Caufes which brought on 
Jonathan'^ Adventures, and finally his violent Death, 
which we Ihall now relate in the cleareft and concifeft 
Manner that the Thing will allow. 

The Praftices of this Criminal in the manner we 
have before-mention'd, continu'd long after the Aft of 
Parliament, and that in fo notorious a manner at laft, 
that both the Magiftrates in London and Middkfex, 
thought themfelves oblig'd by the Duty of their Offices 
to take Notice of him ; this occaiion'd a Warrant to 
be granted againft him, by a Worfhipful Alderman of 
the City, upon which Mr. Wild being apprehended 
fomewhere near Woodfireet, he was carry'd into the 
Rofe Spunging-Houfe, fitting in the Kitchen at the Fire, 
waiting the Leifure of the Magiftrate who was to exa- 
mine him ; in the mean Time the Crowd was vgry 
great, and Jonathan with his ufual Hypocrify harangu'd 
them to this Purpofe ; ' I wonder, good People, what 
* it is you wou'd fee ? I am a poor honefl Man, who 
' have done all I could to ferve People when they have 
' had the Misfortune to lofe their Goods by the Vil- 
' lany of I'hieves; I have contributed more than any 
' one Man living to bringing the moft daring and no- 
' torious Malefadlors to JulHce, yet now by the Malice 
' of my Enemies, you fee I am in Cuftody, and am 
' going before a Magiflrate who I hope will do me Ju- 
* itice ; why fliould you infult me therefore ? I don't 
' know that I ever injur'd any of you ; let me intreat 
' you therefore, as you fee me lame in Body, and af- 
' flifted in Mi;-;d, not to make me more uneafy than I 
' can bear ; if I have offended againft the Law it will 
' punith me, but it gives you no right to ufe me ill, un- 
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' heard, and unconvifted.' The People of the Hoivfe, 
and the Compter Officers by this Time had pretty well 
clear'd the Place, upon which he began to compofe him- 
felf, and defir'd them to get a Coach to the Door, for 
that he was unable to walk; about an Hour after he 
was carried before a Juilice and examin'd, and was there- 
upon immediately committed to Neivgate ; he lay there 
a confiderable Time beTore he was tried, at laft he was 
convifted capitally upon the following Faft, which ap- 
pear'd on the Evidence exaftly in the fame Light in. 
which I (hall ftate it. 

He was indifted on the afore-mention'd Statute, for 
receiving Money for the reftoring ftolen Goods, with- 
out apprehending the Perfons by whom they were fto- 
len ; in order to fupport this Charge, the Profecutrix 
Catherine Stepheiis depos'd as follows. On the zzd of 
January, I had two Perfons came into my Shop under 
pretence of buying feme Lace, they were fo difficult 
that I had none below would pleafe them ; fo leaving 
my Daughter in the Shop, I ftept up Stairs and brought 
down another Box; we could not agree about the Price, 
and fo they v/ent away together, in about half an Hour 
after I miffed a Tin Box of Lace that I valued at 50 /. 
the fame Night, and the next I went to Jonathan 
Wild\ Houfe, but not meeting with him at Home, I 
advertis'd the Lace I had loft, with a Reward of 15 
Guineas, and no Queftions ask'd ; but hearing nothing 
of it, I went to Jonathan^ Houfe again, and then met 
with him at Home, he defir'd me to give him a De- 
fcription of the Perfons that I fufpefted, which I did, 
as near as I could, and then he told me, that he would 
make Enquiry, and bid me call again in two or three 
Days, I did fo, and then he faid, ' That he had heard 
' fomething of my Lace, and expeiEled to know more 
' of the Matter in a very little Time ;' I came to him 
again on that Day he was apprehended, (I think it was 
the 15 th of February) I told him, that tho' I had ad- 
vertifed but 15 Guineas Reward, yet I would give zo 
ff 25 Guineas, rather than not have my Goods; ' Don't 
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be in fuch a Hurry, (fays Jonathan) I don't know but 
I may help you to it for lefs, and if I can I will ; 
the Perfons that have it are gone out of Town, I 
fhall fet them to quarrelling about it, and then I fliall 
get it the cheaper;' on the i oth of March he fent me 

Word, that if I could come to him in Newgate, and 
bring i o Guineas in my Pocket, he would help me to 
the Lace; I went, he defir'd me to call a Porter, but 
I not knowing where to find one, he fent a Perfon who 
brought one that appear'd to be a Ticket-Porter : The 
Prifoner gave me a Letter, which he faid was fent him 
as a Direftion where to go for the Lace, but I could 
not read, and fo I deliver'd it to the Porter; then he 
defir'd me to give the Porter the lo Guineas, or elfe 
(he faid) the Perfons that had the Lace would not de- 
liver it ; I gave the Porter the Money, he went away, 
and in a little Time return'd, and brought me a Box 
that was feai'd up, but not the fame that was loft, I 
open'd it, and found all my Lace hut one Piece : Now 
Mr. Wi/i/{a.Ys I, what muft you have for your Trou- 
ble? * Not a Farthing, fays he, not a Farthing for 
' me, I don't do thefe Things for worldly Intereft, but 
' only for the Good of poor People that have met 
' with Misfortunes; as for the Piece of Lace that is 
' miifing, I hope to get it for you e'er be long, and I 
' don't know but that I may help you not only to your 
' Money again, but to the Thief too, and if I can, 
' much Good may it do you; and as you are a good 
' Woman, and a Widow, and a Chriftian, I defire no- 
* thing of you but your Prayers, and for them I ihall 
' be thankful: I have a great many Enemies, and God 
' knows what may be the Confequence of this Impri- 
' fonment.' 

The Faft fuggefted in the Indiftment was undoubt- 
edly fully prov'd by this Depoiition, and tho' the Faft 
happen'd in Ne-ivgate, and after his Confinement, yet it 
ftill continu'd as much and as great a Crime as if it had 
been done before; the Law therefore condemn'd him 
upon it, but if he had even efcap'd  this,   there were 
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other Fafts of a like Nature, which inevitably would 
have deftroy'd him ; for the laft Years of his Life, in- 
ftead of growing more prudent, he undoubtedly be- 
came lefs fo, for the Blunders committed in this Fa£l, 
were very little like the Behaviour of Jonathan, in the 
firft Years in which he carried on this Praftice, when 
no Body behav'd with greater Caution, as no Body 
ever had fo much Reafon to be cautious; and tho' he 
had all along great Enemies, yet he condufted his Af- 
fairs fo, that the Law could not poflibly lay hold of 
him, nor his Excufes be eafily detefted, even in refpeft 
of Honefty it felf When he was brought up to the 
Bar to receive Sentence, he appear'd to be very much 
dejefted, and when the ufual Quellion was propofed to 
him ; What ha've you to fay, why Judgment of Death 
fiould not pafs upon you f He fpoke with a very feeble 
Voice in the following Terms. 

' My Lord, I hope I may even in the fad Condition 
• in which I ftand, pretend to fome little Merit in re- 
' fpeft to the Service I have done my Country, in de- 
* livering it from fome of the greateft Pefts with which 
' it was ever troubl'd; my Lord, I have brought many 
' bold and daring Malefadlor to juft Punifhment, even 
' at the Hazard of my own Life, my Body being co- 
' ver'd with Scars I receiv'd in thefe Undertakings ; I 
* prefume, my Lord, to fay, I have fome Merit, be- 
' caufe at the Time the Things were done, they were 
' efteem'd meritorious by the Government j and there- 
' fore I hope, my Lord, fome Compaflion may be fhewn 
• on the Score of thofe Services: I fubmit myfelf 
' wholly to his Majefly's Mercy, and humbly beg a 
' favourable Report of my Cafe.' When Sir William 
*rhompfon, now one of the B -.rons of his Majefty's Court 
of Exchequer, as Recorder of London pronounced Sen- 
tence of Death, he fpoke particularly to V/ild, put him 
in Mind of thofe Cautions he iiad had of going on in 
thofe Praftices, renc'red Capital by Law, made on pur- 
pofe for preventing that infamous '1 rade of becoming 
Broker for Fdony, and Handing in the middle between 
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the Felon and tlie Perfon injur'd, in order to receive a 
Premium for Redrefs. 

Under Convidion, no M<in who appear'd upon other 
Occafions to have fo much Courage, ever fhew'd fo lit- 
tle ; he had conftantly declin'd ever coming to Chapel, 
under Pretence of Lamenefs and Indifpofition, when 
Clergymen took the Pains to vifit him, and inftruft him 
in thofe Duties which it became a dying Man to prac- 
tice ; tho' he heard them without Interruption, yet he 
heard them coldly, and inftead of defiring to be inftru- 
fted on that Head, was continually fuggefting Scruples 
and Doubts about a future State, afking impertinent 
Queftions as to the State of Souls departed, and putting 
frequent Cafes of the Reafonablenefs and Lawfulnefs of 
Suicide, where an ignominious Death was inevitable, and 
the Thing was perpetrated only to avoid Shame ,• as- 
fuch Difcourfes were what took up moft of his Time 
between his Sentence and Death, fo they occafion'd forae 
ufeful Leftures upon this Head, from the charitable Di- 
vines who vifited him. 

Jonathan at laft pretended to be overcome with the 
Reafons which had been oiFer'd to him by fome Revd. 
Divines, on the Subjeft of Self-Murder; but it plainly 
appear"'d, that in this he was a Hypocrite ; for the Day 
before his Execution, notwithftanding the Keepers had 
the ftridleft Eye on him imaginable, his Wife convey'd 
to him a Bottle of Liquid Laudinum, of which having 
taken a large Quantity, he hop'd it wou'd prevent liis 
dying at the Gallows; but as he had not  been fparing 
in the Dofe, fo the largenefs of it made a fpeedy Alte- 
ration, which being perceiv'd  by his Fellow Prifoners, 
feeing he could  not keep open his Eyes  at the Time 
that Prayers were faid to them as ufual in the Condemrid 
Hole; whereupon  they walk'd him about, which iirll 
made him fweat exceedingly, and then very fick, at laft 
he vomited, and they continuing ftill to lead him, he 
threw the greateft part of the   Laudanum off from his 
Stomach;   he   continued notwithftanding   that,   very 
drowfy, ftupid, and unable  to do any i hing but gafp 
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out his Breath till it was ftopp'd by the Halter. He 
went to the Place of Execution in a Cart, and the People 
inftead of expreffing any kind of Pity or Compaffion for 
him, continu'd to throw Stones and Dirt all the Way 
he went along, reviling and curfing him to the lafl, and 
plainly ftiew'd by their Behaviour, how much the black- 
nefs and notoriety of his Crimes had made him abhorr'd, 
and how little Tendernefs the Enemies of Mankind meet 
with, when overtaken by the Hands of Juftice. When 
he arriv'd at Tyburn, having at that Time gather'd a 
little Strength, Nature recov'ring from the Convulfions 
in which the Laudanum had thrown him, the Execu- 
tioner told him, he might take what Time he pleafed to 
prepare for Death; he therefore fat down in the Cart 
for fome fraall Time, during wliich the People was fo 
uneafy, that they calPd out inceffantly to the Executio- 
ner to difpatch him, and at laft threat'ned to tear him 
in Pieces, if he did not tie him up immediately ; fuch 
a furious Spirit was hardly ever difcover'd in the Popu- 
lace upon fuch an Occafion ; they generally look on 
Blood with Tendernefs, and behold even the Stroke of 
Juftice with Tears; but fo far were they from it in this 
Cafe, that had a Reprieve really come, 'tis highly que- 
ftionable whether the Prifoner could ever have been 
brought back with Safety, it being far more likely, that 
as they wounded him dang'roufly in the Head in his 
Paffage to Tyburn, they would have knock'd him on the 
Head out-right, if they had attempted to have brought 
him back. 

Before I part with Mr. Wild, 'tis requifite that I in- 
form you in refpeft to his Wives, or thofe who were 
called his Wives, concerning whom fo much Noife has 
been made : His firft was a poor honeft Woman, who 
contented herfelf to live at Wohverhamfton, with the Son 
fhe had by him, without ever putting him to any 
Trouble, or endeavouring to come up to Tdwn to take 
upon her the Stile and Title of Madam Wild, which 
the laft Wife he liv'd with did with the greateft Affec- 
tation ; the next whom he thought fit to dignify with 
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the Name of his Confort, was the afore-mention'd Mrs. 
Milliner, with whom he continu'd in very great Intima- 
cy after they liv'd feparately, and by her Means carried 
on the firft of his Trade in detcfting ftolen Goods. The 
third was one Betty Man, a 'Woman of the Town in 
her younger Years, but fo fuddenly ftruck v/ith the 
Horror of thefe OiFences wliich fte had committed, 
that on the Perfuafion of a Ro7niJh Piieji fhe turn'd Pa- 
pifi ; however erroneous the Principles of that Church 
might be, in the Communion of wJiich fhe died, Pf^ilJ 
even retain'd fuch an Impreffion of the Sanftity of this 
Woman after her Deceafe, and fo great Veneration for 
her, that he order'd his Body to be buried next hers in 
Fancras Church-yard, which his Friends <aw according- 
ly perform'd, about two o'CIock in the iVTorning after 
his Execution. The next of Mr. Wild's Sultana's was 
Sarah Perrin, alias Gra)Jione, who furviv'd Jiim; Ju- 
dith Nunn, by whom he had a Daughter, who at the 
Time of his Deceafe might be about I o Years old, both 
Mother and Daughter being then living. The fix and 
laft was the no lefs celebrated Mrs. or Madam, than 
he was remarkable by the Stile of Wild the Thief-Cat- 
cher, or by Way of Irony, of honeji yonathan; this re- 
markable Damfel before her firll: Marriage was known 
by the Name of Mary Bro-ivn, afterwards by that of 
Mrs. Dean, being Wife to Skull Dean, who was exe- 
cuted fibout the Year 1716 or 17, for Houfe-breaking; 
fome maKcious People have reported that yonathan was 
acceffary to the hanging him, merely for the Sake of 
the Reward, and the Opportunity of taking his Relift, 
who whatever Regard ihe had for her firll Husband, is 
currently reported to have been fo much affefted with 
the Misfortunes that happen'd to the latter, that fhe 
twice attempted to make away with herfelf, after ihe 
had the News of his being under Sentence ; however 
by this his laft Lady he left no Children, and but two 
by his three other Wives, who was living at the Time 
of Jiis Deceafe. 
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As to the Perfon of the Man it was homely to the 

laft Degree, there being fomething remarkably villain- 
ous in his Face, which Nature had imprinted in ftronger 
Terms, than perhaps (he ever did upon any other j 
however he was ftrong and aftive, a Fellow of prodi- 
gious Boldnefs and Refolution, which made the PufiUa- 
jiimity fliewn at his Death more remarkable; in his 
Life Time he was not at all lliy in his owning his Pro- 
feiTion, but on the contrary bragged of it upon all Oc- 
cafions; into which perhaps he was led by that ridicu- 
lous Refpeft which was paid him, and the Meannefs 
of Spirit fome Perfons of Diftin£lion were guilty of in 
talking to him freely. Common Report has fweil'd 
the Number of Malefaftors executed thro' his Means, 
to no lefs than 120 ; certain it is, that they were very 
numerous, as well in Reality as his own Reckoning; 
and it has been faid, that there was a confiderable Sum 
of Money due to him for his Share in the Apprehenfion 
of feveral Felons at the very Time of his Death, which 
happened at Tybm-n on Monday the 24th of May, 1725. 
being then about 42 Years of Age. 

'the End of thefirjl Volume. 
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