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Catherine Haym, for the
barbarous Murder of her
Husband. Eduiard Bunivorth, Wm.
Blenxjit, and five more,
for the Murder of Mr.
Ball, in St. George''sFields.
James Cluff, for the Murder of his Fellow-Servant, Mary Green.
John G01V, alias Smith,
Captain of the Pyrates,
for Pyracy and Murder.
Mr. Maynee, one of the
Clerks of the Bank of
England, for cheating
the Bank of 4420 1.
Mr. Woodmarjh, for the
Murder of Mr. Rohert
Ormes.

John Sheppard, who made
his Efcape out of the
Condemn'd - Hole, and
likewife out of the StoneRoom in Nenvgate.
Robert Hallam, for the barbarous Murder of his
Wife, by throwing her
out of Window.
Mr. Shelton, the Apothe«
cary, a Highwayman.
Sarah Makomh, for the
barbarous Murder of
Ann Price^ Eliz. Harrifon, and Lydia Duncomh,
in the Temple.
John Field, Jofeph Rsje,
Wm. Bujh, and Humphry
Walker, for entering the
Houfeof Mr. Laiurence,
and Mr. Francis.,
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Behaviour and Dying-Speeches
Of the moH REMARKABLE

CONVICTS.
From the Year 1725.
The ORDINARY of Newgate his Accouy^
of the Behaviour and Confeffion of Robert
Harpham, who -was indited for HighTreafon, in counterfeiting the current Coin
of this Kingdom.
' T apeal-lng fforrl the Depofition of
• William Fordham, that the Piifoner was
poffefs'd of an iron Prefs, two Dies for
Guineas, two for Half Guineas, i£c.
a cutting Inftrument for forming the
Blanks, and an edging Tool for indent~" ~r "'g> which Inftruments Mr. Pinkney
depofed, could 'erve for no other Ufe than that of Coin'"" • It appearing alfo that he had ftruck an Half-GuiA 2
nea
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hea in the Prefence of Mr. Hornby, and from the Deposition of Mr. Oakley and Mr. Yardly, that they had frequently caft and flatted a kind of mixt Mettal of Copper, Brafs, &'<:. for the Prifoner, to the Quantity of 20
or 30 Pounds at a Time, Isc. He was by the Jury
found guilty of the Indiftment, and receiv'd Sentence
accordingly. Before his Condemnation, as he was afcertain'd he fliould be convi&ed, he provided many religious Books to guide him in his Devotions. After his
Conviftion lie feem'd furpriz'd and ihock'd at the
Thoughts of continuing in the Condemv'd-Hold till the
Time he was to die. He made a Refolution to faft,
and receive only juft as much Suftenance as wou'd fupport Life; which Refolution he refolutely maintain'd
from the Time of his Condem.nation to that of his Execution. He defired that the Perfon who continu'd with
the Malefadtors to read by them, might awake him
each Morning at 3 o'Clock, that he might early begin
his Orations to Heaven, and at 12 o'Clock each Night
they concluded their laft Devotions to re<;cmmend themfelves to the Mercy and Proteftion of the Almighty.
He very frequently exprefled his Happinefs in not lying
under Condemnation with lewd, clamorous, or profligate Men, who would neither regard their own Duty,
^or allow others in the Obfervance of theirs; but that on
the contrary, his Misfortunes happened with fuch as
were ferious, attentive, and unoffenfive in their Deportment. During the Time that he lay under Conviction, he never once miffed the Prayers in Chapel.
He was very free, open and candid, in anfwering moft
Queftions that were propofed to him ; but to a certain
Perfon v/ho afted him what Method he took in Coining,
and wherein lay his Art ? He reply'd, he could not fee
the Beneiit or Ufefulnefs of fuch a Queftion, tho' in
fome Cafes, to make Difcoveries might be advantagicus to the World, yet in his it would furely be detrimental ; and if he had any Art, it fhould die with him
for the Good of his Country. Soon after his Convi(ftion he defired to receive the Saorament, and that it
might

,^i'A:;..i^:jlM^$^^^':)^^
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might be repeated to him every other Day to the
Time of his Death;, but a Belief being afterwards infufed into his Mind, that it was not too late for him to
hope for a Reprieve, if he would make a Difcovery of
other Perfons concern'd in Coining ; he put off the Con-'-'
tinuance of the Sacrament till he had better fettled his
AiFairs, and could place his Thoughts upon God and
Heaven alone, v^hich did not happen till the Night before he fufFcred, yet he faid that he fliould not value a
Reprieve upon his own Account, for the being a Slave
abroad was not preferable in his Opinion to Death, bur
the perplex'd and unfettled Condition he ftiould'leave
his Wife in, if he fo foon went out of the World, w<is
what bore very heavy upon his Miad; and when the.
other Prifcncrs exclaim'd on Account of the fliortncft
of the Time allowed them, he told them, th.oy oagh;
to date the Time of their Preparation for Futurity from
the Time of their Convidlion, but from the Time of
their Commitment to Prifon,if not fooner, as all thought'
ful Men did, and that if their Hearts were not changed
in a Week, they would not in a Month. When a Perfon asked him about his Affociates or Accomplices, he
anfwer'd, that all he had to do was to fend to two or
three People to advife them to purfue clofely the Ways
of Virtue and Honefty. The Day before he died, be-.
ing Sunday, he earneftly defir'd that he might have the
Prayers, the Sermon, and alfo the Sacrament adminifter'd in private, and not amidft the Crowd and Tumult
of People who flock'd to the Chapel to fee t!ie Male-faftors ; he added, that he could not attend to the Service of God if he was expofed as a gasing Stcck to
hundreds of People during his Devotions. The Cancourfe of People was fo great, that I found it neccflary
to adminifter the Sacrament to them in a Place near to
the Chapel to avoid the Crowd, agreeable to the Requeft of the Prifoners.
He was executed at Tyburn on Monday the Z5th o£
May 1725.
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^he folkiving is an Account of Catherine
Hayes, voho was executed for being concerned with Thomas Wood and Thomas
Billings, in the barbarous Murder of her
Husband John Hayes; likewife the Confeffion of Thomas Wood, and Thomas
Billings, of the ahovefaid barbarous Murder.
CJ THE RINE HATE S, alias Mat/, the kttej
being the Name of her Parent?, was born in the
Yeiir 1690, on the Borders of Wariuickjhire, about four
Miles from Birmingham. Her Parents were of "ftry
jnean Circumftances, with whom llie lived for feveral
Years, but their Ihdigency did not permit them beftowing any Education upon iier, on the contrary they Were
fieceffitatcd to apply to the Pariih for Relief, at which
Charge fhe was maintain'd for feveral Years. She even
in htr Childhood gave all the Signs of a fiery turbulent
1'emper, and an ungovernable Spirit, with an illiterate
Education, or rather none at all, gave a loofe to her
Paifions, whereby Ihe became ungovernable in her Behaviour.
In this manner fhe liv'd till about the Year 1705',
when feveral OiEcers being in that Neighbourhood beating up for Volunteers, and raifing Recruits, the Men
were quarter'd in and about that Neighbourhood.
Whether taken with their ConverTation, or that the
Charms of a Red Coat were fo alluring, or what other
Motive induc'd her to accompany them we know not,
but certain it is, that fhe rambled abroad with them for
fome Time, and to feveral Places; and when they left
Birmingham and its Neighbourhood, fhe accompanied
them

kl-*^..
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them to a Village in Worcejlerjhire, called Great Omherfiy, where either tir'd with her Company, or grudging
the Expence of longer maintaining her, they took the
Opportunity to leave her behind.
Having thus left her, and ihe not knowing which
Way to follow them, ftie went raving about like a mad
Woman, till at laft coming to Mr. Hayes i Door, Mrs.
Hayes in Compaffion took her in, and entertain'd her
for a few Days.
Mr. Hayes had then feveral Children, the eldeft
whereof, whofe Name was John, being then about 21
Years of Age, found fomething agreeable in her Perfon
and Converfation, and privately made Overtures of
Marriage to her. His Propofitions were^ readily receiv'd ; but each of them believing his Friends would
never confent to a Propofal in that Nature, agreed to
keep the fame a Secret from Mr. Hayes and his Wife.
The Preleminaries were foon fettled, and in five or fix
Days the Preparations for a private Marriage being
made, which was agreed to be folemniz'd at Worcefter.
On the intended Day, early in the Morning, Mr. John
Hayes and Catherine bid adieu to his Father's Houfe iu
the following manner.
Mr. John Haye:, vvho was a Carpenter by Trade, acquainted his Mother that he had occafion to buy fome
Tools necelfary in his Way of Bufinefs, and would go
to Worcejier to purchafe the fame ; having under this
Pretence got fome Money from her, which with fome
he had before by him, were fufficient to defray the
Charges of his intended Expedition, he took leave of
his Parents in the Morning.
Catherine without the Formality of bidding them
adieu, having privately quitted the Houfe, trudg'd thither alfo, where meeting at the appointed Place, they
accompany'd each other to Worcejier, where the Wedding was foon celebrated.
The fame Day Mrs. Catherine Hayes had the Fortune
to meet with fome of her quondam Acquaintance, who
had before dropt her at Omberjly^ and were now quar-
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tser'd at Worcejfer, they underilanding fhe was that Day
married, and where tlie Nuptials were to be folemniz'd,
confulted among themfelves how to make a Penny of
the Bridegroom, and accordingly deferring the execution
of their Intentions till the Evening, juft as Mr. Hayes
was get into Bed to his new Bride, they coming to
the Houfe where he lodg'd, forcibly enter'd the Room,
and dragg'd the Bridegroom away, pretending to imprefs
him for her Majefty's Service.
This Proceeding broke the Meafures Mr. yohn Hayes
had concerted with his Bride, to keep their Wedding a
Secret; for finding no Redemption from their Hands
without the Expence of a larger Sum of Money than
jie was Matter of, he was neceffitated to let his Father
know of his Misfortune.
Mr. Hayes hearing of his Son's Adventures, as well
of his Marriage, as his being prefled at the fame Time;
his Refentment for the one did not extinguilh his paternal AfFedion for him, but that he refolv'd to deliver
him from his Troubles, and accordingly taking a Gentleman in the Neighbourhood along with him, he went
for Worcefter.
At their Arrival thsre they found Mr. John Hayes
in the Hands of the Officers, who infilled upon the detaining him for her Majefty's Service, but his Father,
and the Gentleman he brought vi'ith him by his Authority, foon made thim fenfible of their Error, and inliead of making a Benefit of him, as they propos'd,
they were gLd to difcharge him^. which they did inime<ii:;teiy.
Mr. Hayes havJBg afled thus far in Favour of his Son,
tlien exprfiled his Refentment for having married without his Confent, but it being too late to prevent it,
there was no other Remedy but to bear with the fame.
For fome Time afterwards Mr. Hayes and his Bride
lived in the Neighbourhood, he following his Bufinels
as a Carpenter, his Father and Mother grew more recoiiciled.

But
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But Mrs. Catherine Hayes, who better approv'dof a
travelling than a fettled Life, perfuaded her Husband to
eater himfelf a Volunteer among a Company of Soldiers who were then at Worccfter, which he at lengthdid, and went abroad with them, where he continu'd
for fome Time.
Mr, John Hayes being in Garrilon in the Me of
Wight, Mrs. Hayes took the Opportunity of going over
thither, and continu'd with him for fome Time, till
Mr. Hayes, not content with fuch a lazy, indolent Life,,
wherein he could find no Advantage, unlefs it were the
gratifying his Wife, follicitcd his Father to procure his
Difcharge, which at length he was prevailed upon toconfent unto, but found much DiiRculty in perfefting th«^
fame ; for the feveral Journies he was neceffited to undertake before it could be done, and the Expences of
procuring fuch Difcharge, amounted to about 60 /.
But having at length at this great Expence and Trouble procur'd his Son's Difcharge ; Mr. "John Hayes and
his Wife return'd into Worcejierjhire, and his Father^
the better to induce him to fettle himfelf in Bufmefs in
the Country, put him into an Eftate of 10 /. per Annmn,
hoping that, with the Benefit of his Trade, would enable them to live handfomely and creditably, and change
lier roving Inclinations,- he being fenfible that his Son's
Ramble had been occafion'd thro' his Wife's Perfuafions,
But Mr. John Hayes repreftnting to his Father, that
it was not poiTible for him and his Wife to live on that .
Eflate only, perfuaded his Father to let him have another alfo, a Leafehold of 16/. per Ann. upon which he
liv'd during the continuance of the Lcafe, his Father
paying the annual Rent thereof till it expir'd.
The Charafters of Mr. John Hayes and his Wife
were vaftly different; he had the repute of a fober, fedate, honeft, quiet, peaceable Man, and a very good.
Hufband ; the only Objeflion his Friends will admit cf
againfl: him was, that he was of too parfimonious and.
frugal a Temper, and that he was rather too indulgent'
of his Wife, who repaid his Kindnefs with ill Ufige,'
afid frequently very opprobrious Language,
' A 5
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As to his Wife, Ihe was on all Hands allow'd tb be
a very turbulent, vexatious Perfon, always fetting People together by the Ears, and never free from Quarreh
and Controverfies in the Neighbourhood, giving ill Advice, and fomenting Difputes, to the Difturbance of all
her Friends and Acquaintance.
This unhappinefs in her Temper induced Mr. John
Hayes's Relations to perfuade him to fettle in feme reniote Place, at a diftance from and unknown to her,
for foifte Time, to fee if that would have any EfFl'ft upon her turbulent Difpofition; but Mr. Hayes would not
approve of that Advice, nor confent to a Separation.
In this manner they livM for the Space of about fix
Years, untill the Leafe of the laft mentionM Farm expir'd, about which Time Mxs.Hciyes perfuaded Mr. John
Hayes to leave the Country and come up to London,
which about twelve Months afterwards, thro' her Perfuafionshe did, in the Year 1719.
Upon their Arrival in Town they took a Houfe, part
thereof they \tt out in Lodgings, and fold Sea Coal,
Chandlery Ware, isSc. whereby they liv'^d in a creditable manner j and tho' Mr. Hayes was of a very indulgent Temper, yet Ihe was fo unhappy as to be frequently jarring, and a Change of Climate had not made
any Alteration in her Temper, (he continuM her fame
paffionate Nature, and had frequently Bickerings and
Difputes with her Neighbours, as well in Town as before in the Country.
\ii this Bufinefs they picked up Money, and Mr.Hayes
receiv'd the yearly Rent of the firft mention'd Ellate,
tho' in Town, and hy lending out Money in fmall
Sums amongft his Country People and Acquaintance,
improv'd the fame confiderably.
She would frequently in fpeaking of Mr. Hayes to his
Friends and Acquaintance give him the bell of Characters, and commend liira for an indulgent Huftand ;
notwithftanding which, to fome of her particular Cronies "•*'" '—•
"^-- Hayes's
" • Temper,
"'
knew —
not Mr.
flie would
. • ji 1 •
'
daim againlt liim, and lold one of them particul
above

1

above a Year before, the Murder was committed. That
it ivas no more Sin to kill him (meaning her Huftand)
than to kill a mad Hog, and that one Time or other /he
might give him a Pok.
Afterwards they remov'd into Tottenham-Court-Road,
where they liv'd for fome Time, following the Bufinefs
as formerly, from whence about two Years after they
remov'd into Tyhum-Road, a few Doors above where
the Murder was committed.
There they liv'd about 12 Months, Mr. Hayes fupporting himfelf chiefly in lending out Money upon
rledges, and fometimes working at his Profeffion, and
in Husbandry, till he was computed to have pick'd up
a pretty handfome Sum of Money.
About 10 Months after they remov'd from thence a
little lower in the fame Road, to the Houfe of Mr.
Whinyard, where tile Murder was afterwards committed, having taking Lodgings there up two Pair of Stairs.
'I'vvas at the before-mention'd Place Thomas Billings,
by Trade a Taylor, whp work'd Journey Work in and
about Monmouth-Jireet, being Mrs. Hayes''i Countryman,
came to fee them, they invited hiia to lodge with
them, which he agreed to, and continu'd fo to do.
Mr. Hayes going out of Town for fome Da\'s, immediately feveral of Mrs. Hayeses Friends or Acquaintance took the Opportunity to come there to fee her in
her Hufband's Abfence, and continu'd there revelling
till juft before his expefted Return.
Upon his Arrival in Town, hearing thereof, he expoftulated the Reafon with her, and why ftie gave herfelf fuch uncommon Liberties; how far her Anfwer
might provoke him to refent it we cannot juftly fay,
but fome pafllonate Expreffions occafion'd high Words,
and a Blow or two pafied betwixt them upon that Account, about fix Weeks before the Murder was committed.
Whether this Difference might augment her Defires
to get rid of him, or whether 'twas before abfolutely re•folv'd upon, is uiicertain, this however we are affur'dj
that;
A 6
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that ftie foon after propofed to Billings to ioin with her
fo lli^f 7\''" f^-^" h-Huibanf aniendravour"
to perfuade him thereunto by all the Arguments Ae
could poffibly; fheurg'd, that fte daily receivTlbufet
bauchdConverfation, and Atheiftical Principles j that
%'f.,"'''"'""y!'>-MeBeaJi.
WrArnn .^°""^'^'?=Ti ^^ Neighbour's Son, and a
termer Acquamtance of Mr. Hayfs and his W fel rn
^ng to Town, was oblig'd to forLke hi Sd^fg for'
Smfelf weft ^^ff'^"^ rT' '^"°^'"§ h°«' ^^Icar,
vSlvilTv LHI
--^^Tf' ^'^° entertain'd him

LvmX^f r^ ^^^T!'"'"'*^''" ^i* tJ>e Fears he,
he onf H .d''"^/'''^'^' '"^ '^"y^ ^^'-^y t° Sea on

f432fo; Etptytr^' '^^ ^^^ '^^^^-^ °^
rSs Fn5
°''^'"°' would affordf and promifed'
SsS^tX^ai^nr^ ^- BufmefsLongft:

sSf'y^^-'Het^^^
^"^W ftlS"".'' ;f,'""^'i'^i"g her Hulband.
finfulnel-s^wif
'^'n ' P'-°P°f"io"> and urg'd the
• an Aa;;; iff' i= Ti^ r ^h^ ungeneroufnefs of fuch
ffiortWthetif 7'^'''J"y ^^y= inftrumental in:

hrSfd hll-°Ku '• ^^-^^^'-who he efteem'd as
WhTrion Neighbour,, and particular Acquaintance.

m:i,r und^ran Jppk Trc, in the Ou^i^

"""^ "'
Bv
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By thefe Stories, tho' altogether groundlefs, fhe endeavour'd to fpirit up Wood to a Compliance. with her
kicked Intentions; and added farther, that fhefcould
then be Miftrefs of about 1500/. which he fhould beMatter of if he would affift in the Commiffion of thisFaft, that Billings and flie had ccnfulted it before, andonly wanted a third Perfon to join in it.
Two or three Days afterwards. Wood going out of
Town, return'd again on the firft Day of March, foundMr. Hayes''& Wife and Billings in Company, and being;
converfing merrily together, Mr. Hayes faid, himfelf
and another Perfon whom he nam'd, had drank to theamount of a Guinea in Wine, without being fiiddled ;npon which Billings offer'd to fetch fix Bottles of Mountain Wine, upon Condition, that if Mi". Hayes drank
the fame without being diforder'd thereby, than Billings
fliould pay for the fame, but if the contrary, that then
it ihould be at Mr. Hayes\ Coft.
This Propofition made and' agreed too, Mrs. Hayes,
Billings and Wood, all three went for the Wine to the
Braunds,-Head\n Neiv-Bondjtreet; by the Way Mrs.
Hayes reminded them of the Propofition flie had before made of murdering Mr. Hayes, faying, There could
not be a more Jit Opportunity, than nvhen he ivas intoxicated vjith Liquor; to this Wood objefted,, adding, 'twou'd
be the moft barbarous and inhuman Thing imaginable
to murder an innocent Perfon, not in coo! Blood only,
but when they had been defignedly intoxicating him.
In Anfwer to which, flie repeated the Arguments ffie ,
had before made Ufe of to Billings and himfelf, to prepare them for the wicked Deed, and Billings joining
with her Perfaafions, fo influenc'd Wood, that with Tome
little Reluftancy, he feem'd willing to comply with,
their joint Intreaties.
Being all three arriv'd at the Braund%-Head2So\t^\dL,
they calPd for half a Pint of Mountain for a Tafte,.
which being brought, they agreed with the Vintner for.
7 s. per Gallon, and order'd a Gallon and half of it
to btt feat Home tc tlieir Lodgings, which was done
accordingly
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accordingly, and for which Mrs. Hpyei paid lo /. ^ J.
They then fat down to Drinking, or rather to fee Mr.
Hayes drink, under Pretence of the Wager betwixt Billings and him, who was to drink all the Wine, whilil
they three had feveral Pots of Beer, i^c.
Having encourag'd Mr. Hayes in drinking the Wine,
and he growing very merry therewith, he fung and
danc'd about the Room, but his Wife fearing the Quantity he had drank would not have the wifli'd for EfFeft
upon him, flie fent away for another Bottle, of whicii
he drank alfo, which efteftually anfwer'd their Expefta-'
tions, and Mr. Hayes became thereby intoxicated and depriv'd of liis Underftanding.
He however made Shift to get into the other Room,
and throwing himfelf crofs the Bed, fell alleep, upon
which Mrs. Hayes, mindful of her black Intentions, reminded them of the Affair in Hand, and told them,
then was the moft proper Junfture to finifh the Bufinefs.
Upon which Billings went into the other Room,
where Mr. Hayes lay fleeping, and going to the Bedfide with a Coal-Hatchet in his Hand, ftruck Mr. Hsyei
on the back of the Head, whereby he broke his Skull,
the Violence of the Blow, and the Agony of the Fain,
occafion'd Mr. Hayes to flamp upon the Ground five or
fix Times with his Feet, Vi'hich hung over the Bedfide.
Whereupon Thomas Wood came into the Room, and
ftruck him twice more on the Side of the Head with
the fame Inftrument, tho' the firft Blow had done his
Bufinefs efFeftuaily.
Upon the Noife Mr. Hayes made with his Feet, as
abovc-mcntion'd, Mrs. Springate, who lodg'd up in the
Garret over Mr. Hayes'^i, Room, hearing the fame, came
down to enquire the Occafion thereof, complaining tlie
Difturbance was fo great, they meaning herfelf, her
Hufband, and a Child they had, could not fleep for it.
To which Mrs. Hayes anfwer'd, they had fome Com.pany there, who having been drinking, were grown
merry, but as they would be going immediately, defir'd her not to be uneafy!

This
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This pacify'd Spr'mgate for the prcfent. who return'd
back and went to bed again, not expefting to hear any
Thing farther.
When Mrs. Hayes, Thomas Billings, and Thomas Wood,
perceiv'd by Mr. Hayes long lying ftill, that he was
quite Dead, they confulted in what manner they fhould
difpofe of the Body, feveral Expedients were propos'd
to remove the fame, in order to prevent a Diurovery ;
but that which fseniM the moft prafticable was of Mrs.
Hayes's own Contrivance.
She told 'em it would be difficult, if not imprafticable to carry the Body away whole, that if they could,
they fame might be known, and they thereby difcover'd;
that the moft prudent Method would be to take off the
Head, which might be eafily difpofed of, and that then
the Body being remov'd could not be known.
This being refolv'd upon, they got a Pail, (without
Bail or Handle) fhe herfelf carrying the Candle, all
three went into the Room where the Deceased lay, Catherine holding the Pail, Billings held the Head, and
Wood with his Pocket Knife cut it off, having firit
dragg'd the Body over the Side of the Bed, tliat the
Blood might the more freely run into the Pail without
bloodying the Bed Cloaths, ifc.
The Head being thus cut oiF, when the Body had
done bleeding, they poor'd the Blood into a woodeii
Sink out at the Window, which was made for the Conveniency of carrying off the Water, and threw divers
Pails of Water after it, to wa(h it away that it might
not be feen; notwithftanding which Precaution, in the
Morning divers Clods or Lumps of congeal'd Blood were
found in the Sink by Springate the Lodger, who being
ignorant of the Caufe threw them away.
Notwithftanding their Precautions of catching the
Blood in the Pail as before-mention'd, there was fome
fpilt upon the Ground, and fprinkled about the Room
in divers Places; what was moft vifible they endeavour'd
to get out by waftiing, fcraping, bfc Mrs. Hayes herfelf drying up thft Blood whicli fell on the Floor with
Cloths,

'i,*'*
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Ooths, to conceal the fame, and the others they fcrap'd'
©if v/ith Knives..
f'
However divers Sprinklings of it remain'd on theFloor, and about the Walls,, even fome of it fpun up
to the very Ceiling, and the Sprinklings remain'd vifible long after the Difcovery of the Murder.
Mrs. Hayes propofed farther to prevent a Difcovery,
that ihe would take the Head and boil it in a Pot till
only the Skull remain'd, whereby it would be altogether impoifible for any Body to diftinguifh to whom itbelong'd.
This Propofal might have been approv'd of, only it'
was not altogether fo expeditious, it was therefore propofed, that Billings and l^'ood fliould take the fame in
the Pail, and carry it down to the Thames, and throw it'
in there. This was approv'd of, and Billings taking
the Head in the Pail under his great Coat, went down
Stairs with Wood to difpofe thereof, as had been beforeagreed upon.
Springate hearing a buftling in Mr. Hayes's Room for
fome Time, and then fomebody going down Stairs,,
call'd again to know who it was, and what was the Occafion of it, (it being then about 11 o'Clock) to which
Mrs. Hayes anfwer'd, it was her Huftand who was going a Journey into the Country, and pretended to take
a formal Leave of him, expreffing her Sorrow that he
was oblig'd to go out of Town at that Time of the
Night, and her Fear leaft any Accident (hould attend,
him in his Journey.
Billings and Wood being thus gone to difpofe of the
Head, went toward Whitehall, intending to have thrown;
the fame into the River there, but the Gates being
fliut, they were oblig'd to go onwards as far as Mr.
Macreth's Wharf near the Horfe-Ferry at Weftminfttr,
where Billings fettfng down the Pail from under his
great Coat, Wud took up the fame with the Head
therein, and tlirevv it into the Dock before the Wharf.
.rt was expeded the fame would have been carry'd away
with the Tide, but the Water being then ebbing it waV
left behind.
»
There
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There was alfo fome Lighters lying over-againft the
Dock, and one of the Lighter-men being then walking
on Board, fav/ them throw the Pail into the Deck j
but by the Obfcurity of the Night, the Diftance, and
having no Sufpicion, did not apprehend any Thing of
the Matter.
Having thus done, they returned Home again to Mrs.
Hayes'i, where they arriv'd about 12 o'Clock, and being let in, found Mrs. Hayes had been very bufily employ'd in waihing the Floor, and fcraping the Blood off
of the fame, and oif of the Walls, £?V. after which
they all three went into the fore Room, Billings and
Wood went to Bed there, and Mrs. Hajes fat by theni
till Morning.
In the Morning of the 2d of March, about the
dawning of the Day, one Robinfon a Watchman, faw a
Man's Head lying in the Dock, and the Pail near it;
his Surprize occafion'd his calling fome Perfons to affift
in taking up the Head, and finding the Pail bloody,
they conjeftoT'd the Head had been brought thither in it.
Their Sufpicions were fully confirm'd therein by the
Lighterman, who faw Billings and Wood throw the
fame in the Dock before-mention'd.
It was now high Time for Mrs. Hayes, Billings and
Wood, to confider how they (hould difpofe of the
Body, Mrs. Hayes &ni. /Foi?;/propos'd to put it into a
Box, where it might lie conceal'd till a convenient Opportunity to remove the fame.
This being approv'd of, {he brought a Box, but upon their endeavouring to put it in, the Box was not
big enough to hold it. They had before wrapp'd it'
up in a Blanket, out of which they took the fame;
Ihe propos'd to cut off the Anns and Legs, and then
they again attempted to put it in, but the Box would
not hold it; then they cut oft' the Thighs, and laying
them Piece-meal in the Box, conceal'd the fame till
Night.
In the mean Time Mr. Hayes's, Head, which had
been found as before, had fufficiently alarm'd the Town,
and
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and Information was given to the neighbouring Juftices
of the Peace. The Parilh Officers did all that was poffible towards the Difcovery of the Perfons guilty of perpetrating fo horrid a Murder ; they caus'd the Head
to be clean'd, the Face to be wafh'd from the Dirt and
Blood, and the Hair to be comb'd, and then the Head.
to befet up upon a Poll in publick View,in St.Margaret's
Church-yard, Wejlminjler, that every Body might have
free Accefs to fee the fame, with fome of the Parilh Officers to attend, hoping by that means a Difcovery of
the fame might be attain'd.
The High Conftable of Weftmlnfter Liberty alfo iffued
private Orders to all the petty Conftables, Watchmen,
and other Oificers of that Diftriift, to keep a ftrift Eye
on all Coaches, Carts, i^c. paffing in the Night thro'
their Liberty, imagining that the Perpetrators of fuch a
horrid Faft, would endeavour to free themfelves of the
Body in the fame manner they had done of the Head.
Thefe Orders were executed for fome Time with all
the Secrecy imaginable, under various Pretences, but
infuccefsfully ; the Head alfo continu'd to be expos'd for
fome Days in the manner before defcrib'd, which drew
a prodigious Number of People to fee the fame, but
without attaining any Difcovery of the Murderers.
On the 2d of March in the Evening, Catherine Hayes,
Thomas Wood, and Uo. BiUi?igs, took the Body and
disjointed Members out of the Box, and wrapp'd them
up in two Blankets, wix. the Body in one, and the
Limbs in the other; that Billings and Wood firft took
up the Body, and about 9 o'Clock in the Evening, carried it by Turns into Marybone Fields, and threw the
fame into a Pond, which Wood in the Day time had
been hunting for, and returning back again about 11
the fame Night, took up the Limbs in the other old
Blanket, and carry'd them by turns to the fame Place,
throwing them in there alfo.
About 12 o'clock the fame Night they return'd back
again, and knocking at the Door, were let in by Alary
Sfringate, they went up to Bed in Mrs. Hayes's fore
Room,
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Room, and ftie ftaid with them all Night, fometimes
fittingiip,and fometimes lay down upon the Bed by them.
Tlie fame Day —— Bennet, the King's Organ-maker's Apprentice, going to Wcftmwfler to fee the Head,
he believ'd it to be Mr. Hayes's, he being intimately
acquainted with him, and thereupon went and inform'd ,
her, that the Head exposed to View in St. Margaret's
Church-yard was fo very like her Hufband's, tiiat he
believ'd it to be his ; upon which fhe affiir'd him, that
he was very well, and reprov'd him very fharply for
forming fuch an Opinion, telling him, he muft be very
cautious how he raifed any fuch falfe and fcandalous Reports, for that he might thereby bring himfelf into a
great deal of Trouble. This Reprimand put a Stop to
the Youth's faying any Thing more about it, and having
no other Reafon than the Similitude of Faces, he faid
no more about it.
The fame Day alfo Mr. Samuel Patrick having been
at Weftrniiifter to fee the Head, went from thence to Mr.
Grainger i at the Dog and Dial in Manmouth-Jireet, where
lAx.Hayes and his Wife were intimately acquainted, tliey
and moft of their Journeymen and Servants being Worcefierjhire Peopls,Mr.i'a/riV,4 told them that he had been to
fee the Head,and that in his Opinion,it was the moft like
to their Countryman Haps\ of any that he ever faw.
Billings being there then at Work, fome of the Servants reply'd, it could not be his, becaufe there being
one of Mr. Hayes^ Lodgers (meaning Billings than at
Work,) they Ihould have heard of it by him if he had
been miffing, or any Accident had happen'd to him; to
which Billings made Anfwer, that he was then alive
and well, and that he left him in Bed when he came to
Work in the Morning.
The 3d Day of March fhe gave Wood a White Coat
and a pair of Leathern Breeches of her Hufband's, which
he carry'd with him to Greenford, near Harronxi on the
Hill. Thefe Things Mrs. Springate feeing Wood carry
away from Mrs. fiayes's, bundled up in a white Cloth,
told her that Wood was gone down Stairs with a Bundle;
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die; ihe anfwer'd, it was only a Suit of Cloaths H^add
had borrow'd of a Neighbour, which he was going to
carry Home again.
The 4th Day of March Mrs. Longmore going to vifit Mrs. Hayes, enquiring after her Hufband, fhe told
her he was gone out to take a Walk, and aflting Mrs.
Longmore what News, fhe told her, all the Talk was
about the Man's Head that had been found at Wefiminfier; (he feem'd to wonder very much at the Wickednefs of the Age, that could commit fuch barbarous
Murders, telling her alfo, there was a Report in the
Neighbourhood of a Woman who was juil found in the
Fields, all mangled and cut to Pieces, to which Mrs.
Longmore anfwer'd, fhe had not heard any Thing of fuch
an Accident.
On the 5 th o? March, Thomas Wood rtfatrCA to Town
again to Mrs. Hayes's for fome Linnen, at which Time
fhe gave him a pair of Shoes, a pair of Stockings, a
Hat, and a Waiftcoat, which he knew to have been
her Huiband's, and 5 s. in Money, and told him fhe
would fupply him with Money when ever he wanted.
She then told him her Hufband's Head had been found,
and hpw it continu'd to be expos'd to View at JVefimmfter, but that no Perfon had own'd it.
March the 6th, till this Day the Head continu'd to
be expos'd daily, but no Difcovery of the Murder being made, the Officers of the Parifti confulted with Mr.
Weftbrook a Surgeon, to have the fame preferv'd in Spirits, whereby it might be kept more intire, and the
Features much better preferv'd t'lian otherwife, till a
Difcovery could be made of the Murderers.
This being refolv'd upon, Mr. Weftbrook took the
Charge of the fame^ and having provided a proper Glafs
and Spirits to contain it, the fame was put therein, and
expos'd to the View of fuch Perfons as were defirous
of feeing it. Notwithftanding ail their Endeavours to
deteft the Authors of fuch a Piece of Barbarity, no
Difcovery could be made, or any Light obtain'd where~

by the Murderers could be detected.
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She in the mean Time quitted her Lodging, and remcv'd from where the Murder was committed, to Mr. '
Jones, a Dijiilkr in the Neighbourhood, with Billings
and Wood, and Springdte, for whom ftie paid a Quarters
Rent at her old Lodging.
During this Time fhe employ'd herfelf in getting in
a-s much of her Hufband's Effefts as poffible flie could,
and finding amongft ether Papers and Securities, a Bond
due to Mr. Hayes from John Da'vis, who had marry'd
his Sifter ; fhe confulted how to get in that Money, to
which Purpofe (he fent for one Leonard Myring a Barber,
and told him, that ftie knowing him to be her Husband's particular Friend and Acquaintance, he then being under fome Misfortunes, thro' which fhe fear'd he
would not prefently return, fhe knew not how to recover feveral Sums of Money that were due to her Husband, otherwife than by fending fiftitious Letters in his
Name to the feveral Perfons froni whom the fame were
due. Mr. Myring confidering the Confequences of fuck
a Proceeding declm'd it ; but fhe prevail'd upon fome
other Perfon to write I-etters in her Hufband's Name,
particularly one to his Mother, on the i^xkoi March,
to demand lo /. of the above-mention'd Da-vis, threatning in Cafe of Refufal to fue him for the fame.
This Letter his Mother receiv'd, and acquainting her
Son-in-law Da'vis with the Contents thereof, he offer'd
to pay the Money on fending down the Bond; of
which fhe by a Letter acquainted Mrs. Hayes on the
22d of the fame Month.
During thefe Tranfaftions, feveral Perfons came daily
to Mr. WefthrooKi to fee the Head, amongft others, a
poor Woman from Kingjland, whofe Husband had been
miffrng from the Day before the Head was found; fhe
upon feeing the Head fancy'd it bore fome Refemblance
to that of her Hufband, but was not fo pofitive that
fhe could fwear to it; her Belief however gave Birth
to a Report that it was, and Enquiries were daily made
after the Body, but to no Purpofe.
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In the mean Time Mrs. Hayes gave it out in the
Neighbourhood that her Husband had abfconded upon
Account of an unfortunate Rencounter he had had with
another Perfon, wherein he had given his Antagonifl
an unlucky Blow which had occafion'd his Death ; that
they had hufh'd up the Matter for fome Time, by a
Promife of a confiderable Sum of Money he was to
pay the Widow annually ; but not being able to comply with the fame, he was forc'd to withdraw. This
Story Ihe endeavour'd to propagate with all the Induftry fhe could poffibly, tho', as iJie pretended, under the
greateft Secrecy.
Some few Days before the Difcovery of this Piece of
Barbarity, Mr. Jofiph AJhby, who was an intimate Ac<5uaintance of the Deceafed, call'd to fee him, flie inform'd him with a pretended Secrecy, the fiftitious
Story above-mention'd. He ask'd if the Perfon her
Hufband had murd'red was the fame to whom the Head
belong'd, Ihe faid. No, that he was buried entire, and
that her Hufband had given a Note or Bond, to pay her
15 /. pa- Ann. in order to compromife the Matter, and
avoid a Profecution ; he then ask'd her where her Husband was gone .? fhe reply'd, he was gone over to PirA-i^a/with two or three Foreign Gentlemen. He not
very well fatisfy'd with this Story, went from thence
to one Henry Longmore'^, (who was Couiin to the Deceafed) and told him the Misfortune fhe had related to
him, adding, he did not approve of the Account he
had receiv'd from her; and defir'd Mr. Longniore to go
to her, without taking any Notice of liis having feen
him ; and than by comparing the Account fhe had related to him, with that which fhe fhould give to Mr.
Lmgmore, they might be able to make fome probable
Conjefture of the Truth of the Cafe.
Accordingly Mr. Longmore went to her, and enquiring for her Hufband, fhe reply'd, fhe fuppofed he had
heard of his Misfortune from Mr. Jjhbyi he anfwer'd
he had not feen him for fome confiderable Time pafl,
and was a Stranger to his Couiin's Misfortunes, not
knowing
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knowing of any that could attend him, believing he
was not indebted to any Body; he afk'd if he was in
Prifon for Debt any where? She reply'd, No, worfc
than that j he afe'd what worfe could befal him ? as to
any Debts, he did not believe he ow'd any; at which
(he bleffed her God and ffiid, that neither her Hufband
nor herfelf ow'd any Thing to any Perfon in the World.
He then enquiring what could be the matter with him,
that fhould occafion his abfconding, faying, / fuppofe he
has not murdered any Body ? To- which Ihe anfwer'd.
Yes but he had, and calling him on to the Stairs, related the Story as above.
Mr. Longmore than enquiring which Way he was
gone, fhe told him into Hertford/hire; that he had
taken four Pocket-Piftols with him for his Defence, msi.
one under each Arm, and two in his Pockets; he reply'd, 'twould be dang'rous for him to travel in that
manner, that any Perfon feeing fo many Piftols upon
him would apprehend him, on Sufpicion of being a
Highwayman; to which Ihe anfwer'd, 'twas his ufual
Way of travelling, and the Reafon thereof was, becauie he was once befet, and had like to have been
robb'd upon the Highway, coming out of the Country;
that he had once been apprehended on Sufpicion of being a Highwayman, but that a Gentleman who knew
him, accidentally coming in, and feeing him, pafled
his Word for his Appearance, whereby he was difcharg'd. He anfwer'd her, 'twas very improbable that
he Ihould have been ever ftop'd upon Sufpicion of being
a Highwayman, and difcharg'd upon a Perfon's only
paffing his Word for his Appearance; and farther afk'd,
how he was fupply'd with Money for his Journey ? She
told him, that fhe had few'd z6 Guineas into his Cloaths,
and that he had about ly s.m new Silver in his Pockets;
and told him, that Springate who lodg'd there was privy
to the whole Tranfaftion, for which Reafon fhe had paid
a Quarters Rent for her at her old Lodging, the better
to keep her to Secrecy, and call'd Springate to juftify
the Truth thereof; and in the Condufion of her Difcourfc
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"coQrfcj^feem'd to refleft upon her Hu/band's unkind
Ufage of her, which furpriz'd Mr. Langmore more than
all Ihe had faid to him before, and ftrenthen'd his Sufpicion, by Reafon fhe had always before given him the
beft of Charafters, for a moft indulgent and tender Hufband. He then took his Leave of her, and returning
hack to his Friend -^Jhhy, upon their comparing their
feveral Accounts together, there appear'd very great
Reafon to judge of fome unfair Praftices towards Mr.
Hayes; they refolv'd-to go together to Mr. Eaton a
Life-Guard Man, who was alfo an Acquaintance of his,
and accordingly went to enquire for him, intending he
Ihould have gone to her likewife, to have heard what
Account flie would give him.
They went to feveral Places to fee for him, but miffing of him, they went down to Weftminfter to fee the
Head at Mr. Wefihrook'i; when' they arriv'd^ there, he
inform'd them that the Head had been pwn'd by a
Vv'^oman from Kingfland, who believ'd it to be her Hufband's, but was not pofitive enough to fwear to it, the'
the Circumllances were ftrong, he having been miffing
from the Day before the Head was found, but they de;liring to fee it, Mr. Jphy went up Stairs firft to look
upon it, and coming down again, inform'd Mr. Longmore he really believ'd it to be Hayeses Head ; upon
which Mr. LongTnore then went up to fee the fame, and
examining it more exaftly than Mr. AJhhy had done,
confirm'd him in his Sufpicion.
They then went back to fee for Mr. Eaton, and
meeting with him at Home, told him their Sufpicion,
and the Reafons thereof, and defired him to go along
with them to make farther Enquiry into .the Affair.
Eaton invited them to ttay to Dinner with him, which
at firft they confented to, but afterwards changing their
Minds, ihey all went down to Longmore'i Houfe, where
they repeated their Sufpicions, not only of Mr. Hayes's
having been murder'd (that, they were on Sight of
the Head fully fatisfy'd of) but alfo that his Wife was
privy to the fame ; a'^d in order to obtain a more fatisfadory
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tisfaiftory Account, they were confuking that Mr. Eaton
fhould in a Day or two's Time go and enquire for her,
without taking Notice that he had feen LongTnore or
^Jhhy ; but in the Interim Longmore'i Brother interpos'd,
faying, 'twas apparent their Coufin had been murd'red,
and there were violent Reafons to fufpeft Mrs. Hayes
and the other Perfons, 1.122;. Wood and Billings, (who
ftie had told 'em, drank with him the Night before his
pretended Journey) were either principal Aftors, or at
leaft privy to the Murder; that 'twas his Opinion it
ought not to be delay'd a Minute ; for in two or three
Days they might be gone from their Lodgings, as
doubtlefs they would if they entertain'd any manner o£
Sufpicion of a Difcovery.
tfpon this, Longmore and the others faid they would
then go about it, and accordingly Longmore, &c. went
immediately to Juftice Lamberfs, and acquainted him
with the Difcovery they had made, defiring his Warrant to apprehend them on Sufpicion. Juftice Lambert,
after having thoroughly examined the faid Parties, concurr'd with them in their Opinion, and iffucd out a
Warrant for apprehending Mrs. Hayes, Tho. Wood, Tho.
Billings, and Mary Sfringate, but alfo fent for the proper Officers to execute the fame, and refolv'd to go himfelf with them to fee it done that Evening about Nine
of the Clock.
Accordingly at the Hour appointed they all met,
with two Officers of the Guards, whom Eaion had in
the Interim acquainted with the Affair, went to Joneses,
where Hayes, Billings, and Springate lodg"'d, and Long'
more leading the Campany, they went directly in at tihe
Door, and going up Stairs, Jones not knowing the Occafion of fo many Perfons coming into his Houfe, demanded who, and what they were, and what they
wanted ; he was foon anfwer'd, that they had fufficient
Authority for what they were about, and requir'd
fome Candles to be brought them, with which being
fupply'd, they all went up Stairs,
VOL.
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Being at Mrs. Hayes's Door, Juftice Lamlcrt r:if& at
the fame with his Cane, fhe asking who was there,
told them fhe was in Bed; but being bid to open he
Door, or they wou'd break it open ; fhe defir'd Tin-c
to put on her Cloaths : When fhe came and open'd tl.e
fame, they being enter'd, feiz'd her, and feeing i?;7V"f ,fat upop her Bed fide without Shoes and Stockings, fte
was slk'd, if he had been in Bed with her r bhe rcply'd No, but that he liad been mending his Stocking"! :
to which Juftice Lambert anfwer'd, ' He had good h;es
' that could could fee to. mend his Cloaths in the D;,rk,'
there being neither Fire nor Candle birning in the
Room before the Door was open'd, him they iciz'd al<b, and leaving a fufficient Guard to attend them v. 1 ilft
they dreffed themfelves, Lcngmore, Juftice Lambe't, and
•ieveral other?, went vip Stairs to SpringeJe, where they
feiz'd her a.lfo, and brought them av.'ay from tlerre.
Juftice Lambert examined them very ftriftly with rcfpcft
to the Murder, but they vvculd not acknowledge ; vsy
Thing of it: Whereupon they were fevcrally ccn'r".itted, t'/z. Billings to Ne'vj'Prijht, Springate to the Gptehoufe, and Hayes to '[othiil-TicUs Brich'well, for f; 1 ther
Exam.ination. She defir'd cf Mr. Longnwre fue might
be admitted to fee the Head, cf v.'hich her Rcqueft \£
acquainted the Juftice, who dire-fttd flic fliould luve a
Sight of it as fhe c:.me from TothfU-felds-BriclcivtU to
h-r farther Examin^.tion. Accordingly LcKfmw-f goirg
\vith the Gfncers the next Day to fetch her from t .enee
to Juftice Lamberfi, the Coach ftop'd at Mr. Wefihrook\ Door, and fhe being admitted into the Hnufe, ; s
fcon as fhe enter'd the Room {he threw herfelf down upon her Knees, cryirg out., ' Oh it is my dear Kufljand's
' Head ! it is my dear Huft)and's Herd !* and cmbracii g
the Glafs in her Arms, kifTed the out-fide cf it feveml
Times: In the mean Time Mr. V/cfihrcok himfelf came
in, and tcld her, if it was his Head ftie fhould have a
plainer View of it, he would take it cut ct the Gl"fs
that ihe might have a full Sight thereof j and accordirgiy taking the Head by the HFur, lifted it out of the
.Giafs,
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Glafs, and brought it to her, fhe caught hold and killed
it, pretending to be in a very great Agony, and beg'd
to have a Lock of his Hair, but Mr. Wefthrook told
her, ' He fear'd Hie had already had too much of his
' Blood.' She fainted away, and upon her Recover/
was carry'd to Juftice Lambert'^ to her Examination before him, and iome other Juftices of the Peace.
During thefe Tranfaftions, one Mr. Huddle and his
Servant being walking in the Fields near Marybone, i'l
the Evening, faw fomething lying in one of the Ponds
or Ditches in the Fields, which upon Examination they
found to be the Legs, Thighs, and Arms of a Man ;
this occafion'd a very great Surprize, and put them upon a farther Examination, and getting Affiflance the
next Morning, they drain'd the Pond, and pull'J out
the Body of a Man wrap'd up in a Blanket, of which,
whilfl; Mrs. Hayes was under Examination, Crosby a
Conll^able came down to the Juftices with this News,
not doubting but this was the Body of her Hufomd
which was found tlws mangled and difmember'd.
Notv/ithftanding this farther Evidence of their Birbarity, fhe upon the ftrifleft Examination would not acknowledge any Thing of it; however the Juftices then
prefent thought proper to commit her to Newgate, whither fhe was carry'd in the Afternoon, the Mob all the
Way hallowing and (liouting, and expreffing their Abhorrence of the Faft, by their rejaycing at her Apprehenfion and Commitment.
On the Sunday following in the Morning, Thomas
IVood return'd to Town from Greenford, near Harro'v:,
having not in the Literim heard any Thing farther of
the Affair, or of the Apprchenfion of Hayes, Billings,
or- Springate ; he lirft came to her old Lodging, and
enquiring for her, was told by a Woman who lodg'd
below Stairs, that flie v.'ere remov'd from thencj to
Mr. 'Jones's, & Dijitlkr, a little firther in the Street;
thither he went, and enquiring there for her, befr.g
known to be the other Perfon fufpedled of being concern'd in the Murder of Mr. fiayes, the Peopk would
B z
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not inform him that ftie and the others were apprehended on Sufpicion of the Murder, but they told him (he
was gone down to the Green-Drcgo?i in King-Jireet, (that
being the Houfe where Mr. Longmore lives) and a Man
who was prefent told him he was going to her, if he
wanted to fee her, he would fhow him the Way. Accordingly Wood being on Horfeback follow'd the Perfon,
who led him direftly to Longmore\ Houfe ; at whicli
Time Longmorei Brother coming to the Door, and feeing
Wood, immediately laid hold of him, and unhorfing
him, drag'd him in a Doors, fent for the Officers, and
charg'd them with him on Sufpicion of the Murder,
from whence he was carry'd before Juftice Lambert,
who aflc'd him divers Queftions in relation to the Murder, but he would acknowledge nothing, whereupon he
was committed to Tothill-Jields-Briden.vell.
Being there, he heard the various Reports of Perfons
concerning the Murder, and from thofe judging it impoffible to prevent a full Difcovery, or evade the Proofs
that were againil him, he refolv'd upon making an
ample Confeffion of the whole Affair, of which Juftice
Lambert being acquainted, he, with John Mohun and
•Tiw. Salt, Efqs; two other Juftices of the Peace, went
to Tot hill-fields Bridetvellto take his Examination, which
is as follows, 'viz.

-' The Examination and Confeffion of Thomas
' Wood, taken before John Mohun, Oliver
' Lambert, and Thomas Salt, Efgs; three
' of his Majefty's Juftices of the Peace for
.' the County of yixdiddtx., this ijth Day
' e/March, 1726.
WHO confelfeth and faith. That on Tuefday,
being the firft of March Inftant, he had been
' drinking in (everal Places, and that the Lift Place was
' the Hog in the Pound, and came about 1 z o'Ciock at
•' Noon
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Noon to Mr. Hayes'i Lodgings, and when he catne
Home was merry, as Mr. Hayes told him, and Mr.
Hayes told hirii he could drink a great deal of Liquor
and not be fuddled, and faid, I and another drank
half a Guinea a-piece in Wine njoithout being fuddled :
That Tho. Billings then in Company faid, that if Mr.
Hayes would then drink half a Guineas worth of Wine
and not be fuddled, he would pay for it ; that Hayes
agreed, they each put down half a Guinea, and that
Catherine Hayes, Tho. Billings, and this Examinant,
went out about four o'Clock in the Afternoon, on
the Day aforefaid, to Bond-Jireet, and brought in with
them to Mr. Hayes'';, Lodgings about fix or feven Bottles of Mountain Wine, and upon their Return found
Mr. Hayes fitting by the Fire-fide in the fore Room,
' eating Bread and Cheefe : That then this Examinant
' went to the Angel and Croivn to fetch a Pot of Two' penny, to drink while Mr. Hayes drank tne Wine;
' that he ftaid about half an Hour, and when lie re' turn'd about half the Wine was drank, and Mr.
' Hayes began to be very merry, and danced about the
' Room, and faid he thought he ftiould not have Wine
' enough to make him fuddled ; on which fho. Billings
'• went out by himfelf and fetch'd anotlier Bottle of
' Wine, and when he had drank that, he began to reel
about the R.oom, and went and laid down on the Bi'd
' in the back Room : That Tho. Billings follow'd him
• into the faid Room, and there with a Hatchet ftruck
' him on the back Part of his Head, which Blow, he,
• this Examinant heard given, and went into the Room,• and found Mr. Hayes dead; and that Mrs. Hayes iin' mediately follow'd this Examinant and faid. We inuft
' take off his Head and make it a-vcay, or it ivill hetrav
' us ; and that then Catherine Hayes, Tho. Billings, find
' this Examinant, with the Examinant's Pocket Knife
' cut off Mr. Hayes\ Head, about eight o'Clock at
' Night, on the Day aforefaid, and then put it into a
' Pail without a Bail ; and Tho. Billings, and this Exa' minant, carry'd the Pail with the Head in it to the
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fide, and when they came there, thomas Billings fet
down the Pail, and this Examinant took it up, and
threw it into the 'Thames, and fo both return'd to Mrs.
Hayes\ LocigingF, and went to Bed in the Fore Room,
in which Room Mrs. Hayes fat up all Night.
' And this Examinant farther confeffeth and faith.
That the next Morning as foon as it was light, Catkeriite Hayes, Thomas Billings, and this Extmir.ant,
began to coufult what they mull do with the Body :
That Catherine Hayes propofed to put it in a Box
which fhe had by her, and put it in a Coach and carryit away, ar.d throw it into the Thames j that they all
ende;..vour'd, but the Box was not large enough tohold it; upon which Catherine Hayes propofed to cut
it in Pieces, which (lie, Iho. Billings, and this Examinant did, and put into the Box, where it remained
til! Night, and then all agreed to carry it out in Pareels ; and that about Nine o'Clock at Night, ^hcmat
Billings and this Examii.ant took the Carcafs in a
Blanket, and carry'd it by Turns to a fort of a Pond
or a Ditch in Marybone-tieMs, and threw it in with
the Blanket, and then return'd again to Mrs. Hayes'i
Lodgings, being Eleven o'Clock at Night, and then
took the Limbs in a piece of a Blanket, and by Tumi
CTry'd them to the fame Place, and threw them intothe larre Pond, and return'd again about Twelve or
One o'clock the fame Night, and knock'd at the
Door, and were let in by Mary Springate: That they
went to Bed in the fore Room, and that Catherine
Hayes was in the fame Room, and fometimes went
and lay down on their Bed.
' And this Examinant farther confeffeth and faith.
That on 'Thurjday being the 3d of March Inftant, he
went to Greenford, near Harroiv in Middle/ex, and
carry'd with him a White Coar, and a pair cf Leathern Ereechee, which were Mr. Hayes'i, and are
row £i Mr. Bonvcrb in Greenford iiforeiiiid.
' And this Examinant farther confeffeth and faith.
That on Saturday, being the 5 th Day of March Inftant,
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(tant, this Examlnant return'd to Mrs, Hayes'% Lodgings, for fonie Linnen of his own; that then Mrs.
Hayes gave him a pair of Slioes, a Waiftcoat, a Hat,
and a pair of Stockings, which this Examinant knew
to be her late Hufband's, and likewife gave 2 s. in
Money ; that flie told him the Head was found at
PVeJhninJier, but was not known ; that then he return'd to Mr. Bonveri aforefaid.
' And this Examinant farther faith. That Catherine
Hayes gave him 3 s. 6d. and promifed to fupply him
with Money whenever he wanted : And farther faith.
That ihe tlie faid Catherine Hayes, had many Times
before, and often on the firft of March Inilant, propofed to Thomas Billings and this Examinant, the
Murder of her Hufband : That Tha?nas Billings liatJ
agreed to murder him, and offer'd to give this Examinant Money to buy Wine to make Mr. Hayes drunk,
that they might accomplifh the Murder.
' And this Examinant farther faith,That MarySpringate was no ways privy, or any ways confenting or
' aifilling to the aforefaid Murder, or to the carryic('
' away tne Body, or any Thing relating to it.
' Capt. coram nobis
' die y Annojk' pradi3.^
' O. Lamhert.
' J. Mohiin.
' Tho. Salt.

Iha. IVooJ.

He farther acknowledg'd, that ever fmce the CpmniiiTion of the Faft he had had no Peace, but a continual Torment of Mind ; that that very Day, before !ie
came from Greevford, he was fully perfuaded in himfelf
triat he fliould be feiz'd for the Murder when he came
to Town, and {hould never ice Greenford more; notv.'ithftanding which he would not refrain coroir.g, tho'
under an expefted Certainty of being taken, and dyinj
for the Faft.
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Having thus made a full and ample ConfefTion, and
fign'd tlie fame on the 27th of March, his Mittimus
%vas made by Juftice Lambert, and he was committed to
Neivgate, whither he was carry 'd under a Guard of a
Serjeant and eight Soldiers, with Muskets and B.i)'onets
to keep oiFthe Mob, Avho was lb exafperatcd again!!: the
Aftors of fuch a Piece of Barbarity, that without that
' Caution it would have been very difficult to have carry'd liim thither alive.
On Monday the 28th of March, after Mrs. Hayes was
committed to Ne-vjgate, being the Day after fVoscTs Apprehenfion, Jofeph Mercer going to Neivgate to fee Mrs.
Hayes, (he told him as he was Thomas Billings''^ Friend
as well as her's, ihe defir'd he would goto him, and
tell him, 'twas in vain for him longer to deny the Murder of her Huiband, for they were equally Guilty, and
both mull Die for it.
Billings hearing this, and that Wood was apprehended, and had fully confefled the whole AfFair, thought
it needlefs to perfift longer in a Denial, and therefore
the next Day, being the 29th of March, he made a
full and plain Difcovery of the whole AfFair, which is
as follows, viz.

' The Examination and Confeffion of Thomas
' Billings, taken before Oliver Lambert,
* and Gideon Harvey, Efqs; two of bis
' Majefty's Juftices of the Peace for the
' County of Middlefex, on Tuelday March.
' 29, 1726.
H O faith. That Catherine Hayes, Thomas
Wood, and this Examinant, about three Weeks
before the Murder of Mr. John Hayes, had confulted
to murder the faid Hayes, but not in what manner to
put it in Execution: That on the firil of this Inflant
March, he being in Mr. Hayes'i Room with Cathe-
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r'wc Hayes, and Thomai Wood, difcourfing about drinking, Mr. Hayes told him he cou'd drink a great
deal of Liquor and not be drunk, to the Value of
half a Guinea; That this Examinant thereupon put
down lialf a Guinea to Mr. Hayes's half Guinea :
That Catherine Hayes, Thomas Wood, and this Examinant, went for about fix Bottles of Mountain Wine ;
That going for the Wine, they three confulted to
murder the faid jfo'.^n Hayes, it being a proper Time
after he had drank the Wine, being about four o'Clock
in the Afternoon : That on their Return they found
Mr. John Hayes eating Bread and Cheefe : That Mr.
Hayes began to drink the Wine ; That Catherine Hayes
Thomas VFood, and this Examinant, did not drink above one Glafs each of the faid Wine : That Mr.
Hayes began to be very merry, and danc'd about
the Room : That this Examinant fetch'd another Bottle of Wine, which they all drank among them -.
That the faid John Hayes began to reel about the
Room, and went and laid down on the Bed in tlie
back Room : That this Examinant went into the
Room about a quarter of an Hour after him, and
there with a Hatchet ftruck him on the back part of
the Head : That Thomas Wood took up the Cud Hatchet, which this Jixaminant had juft laid down, and
tiierewith gave Mr. Hayes a Blow or two : That the
faid Catherine Hayes immediately follow'd into the
faid back Room, v.'liere Thomas Wood axt oS <t.\\e Head
of the faid John Hayes with his Knife : That tlie
faid Catherine Hayes and this Examinant, were clofe
by the Bed when the faid Head was cut off: That
Catherine Hayes held the Pail with the Head in it,
which this Examinant carry'd to Mill-Bank: That
Thomas Wood took up the Pail, and tlirew it into the
Thames, with the Head in it, and fo return'd to Mrs.
Hayes's Lodgings, and went to Bed in the fore Room,
in which Room Mrs. Hayes continu'd all Night.
' And this Examinant faith, That on Wednejday
Morning the fecond Inftant, this Examinant, and
B 5
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Thomas Wcad, and Catherine Hayes, begjm to confute
how to difpofe of the Body of the faid 'John Hayes :
That the faid Hayes and thcmas Wood propofed to put
it into a Box which ihe had by her: That Ihomas
Woed cut it in Pieces, and put 'em into the faid Box,
where it remain'd in till Night: That this Examinant
went about Noon to Work: That Thomas Wood was
to look out for a Place to throw the Body in, againft
this Exsmiriant's Return Home at Night;. and that
about Nine o'CIock at Night Catherine Hayes gave
Thomas Wood a Blanket, to carry off the Body of her
deceafed Hiifoand ; and they all agreed to carry it off
in two Parcels: That about Nine o'CIock at Night,
Thomas Wood and this Examinant,, carry'd away the
Body by Turns, to a fort of a Ditch or Pond in
Marybcne-Fields, and threw it in with the Blanket,
and then retiirn'd to Mrs. Hayes''s Lodgings, and then
took up the Limbs in a Piece of a Blanket, and by,
Tuins Cf.rry'd if to the faid Place, and threw into the
lame Pond;. and, at their Return, were let in by
Ma>j SpriKgate.
' And this Examinant farther faith. That he re^
• member'd that Catherine Hayes fhewed to one or two.
Men, a Bond which was Owing to her Hulband, but,
he know,s not the Sum,
Capt. Die & Anm
fupreidicf.
01. Lambert,
Gideon Har-vey.

Thomas Billings.

Wood and Billings, by their feveral ConfeffiOns aforefaid, acquitting Springate of having any Concern in the
Murder, fhe was fuon difcharg'd from her Confinement •,_
but this Difcovery making a great Noife in the Town,
liivers of Mrs. Hayes'i Acquaintance went to vifit her
in Neavgate, and exarnining her as to the Reafons and.
Motives that induc'd her, to commit the faid Eaft, her
Acknowledgment in general was: 'That Mr. Hayes

' had
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' had prov'd but an indifferent Hufband to her j that
' one isiglit he come Home drunk and ftruckher ; that
' upon her complaining to Billings and Wood thereof,
' they, or one of them faid, fuch a Fellow [meaning
' Mr. Hayes) ought not to live, and that they would
' murder him for one Half-penny ;' Ihe took that Opportunity to propofe her bloody Intentions to them, telling them they might if they would ; flie acknowledg'd
ihe knew of tfeeir Defign, and heard the Blow given by
Billir.es to Mr. Hayes ; that then (he and IVeod went into the Room to th^>m ; that fhe held the Candle whilll
V/oodcM her Hulband's Throat,, and by Piece-meal acknowledg'd moft of the Particulars before-mention'd,
in the fame manner they are related, faying, 'twas not
for the fake of Money they did it, but that the Devil
being get into all of them, had put them upon it.
When flie heard Billings' had made an ample Confeffion of the v/hole Affair, and being inform'd that the
Criiue on her Side was not Murder only, but PettyTieaPjn, the Puniibment whereof was to be burnt alive,
ihe flicw'd great Concern, and fent him Word, 'twai,
very hard he lliould, by acknowledging every Circumllancs; of the whole Affair, fubjeft her to an IndiiliTient for Fetty-Treafon, upon which if flie fliould he
convi'Sedj. flis mult be burn'd alive;. that flie could be
conce;it to be; bang'd with him, vainly believing, if ir
coulil not- b»- prflv'd that Ihe was the principal Perfon
Gonqern'ti, in- tjjs Murder, and that unlefs flie aftually
ajmroittedl ikp &r,ie with her own Hands, the Law
Qpuldn'3? nsichilicrf-yfe i that her advifing, aiding, and
abetting, therjj in-tha Comroiffion thereof, and tliat her
being.pr«fani:8K.t-iie fame, could not afteft her at all.
Being; told:- it' was: commonly reported that Billings
was.-lierfS.aiij.iKft v«j»ld not anfwer that direftly, bit
evad'siJa-pfitjvs-Beclaration, by faying, ' He was her
'•OMa,;_Eleifli;9Bd,BJo.edj;but how nearly he was related
^'Iw, hiJlifelflkaew, Hot j„ but before fhe died, flie feared
'it' would appear to the World:' At other Times
when ask'd the faras C^eftion, flis would anfwer ir.
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no other Terms, but that (he would never difown him
whilft flie lived, and feemed to ftiew a greater Concern
for him than for herfelf, by endeavouring to extenuate
his Guilt, faying, ' He was not fo guilty as was believ'd ;'
fbe was daily fending from the Mafter's-fide, where fhe
lay, to the Condemn'd-Hold in which he was coniin'd, to
enquire after his Health.
Whilft fhe lay in Cuftody fhe was taught to believe
that the Confeffion of IVood and Billing could no Ways
<;ftcft her Life ; this made'her vainly imagine that there
was no pofitive Proof againft her, and that Circumftantials only would not convidl her: For this Reafon fhe
refolv'd to put herfelf upon her Trial, (contrary to her
iirfl Intentions, for that having been afk'd what fhe
would do, fhe had reply'd, fhe would hold up her Hand
at the Bar and plead Guilty, for the whole World cou'd
not fave her;) accordingly being arraigned, fhe pleaded
•Not Guilty, and put herfelf upon her Trial.* Wood
and Billings both pleaded Guilty to the fame Indiftment
at the fame Time, acknowledging their Guilt, and defired to make Attonement for the fame with the Lofs of
their Blood, only praying the Court would be gracioufly
pleafed to favour them fo much (in regard they had
snade an ingenuous Confeffion) as to difpenfe with their
being hang'd in Chains.
Mrs. fJayes having thus put herfelf upon her Trial ;
the King's Council opened the Indiftment, fetting forth
the Heinoufnefs of the Faft, the premeditated Intentions, and inhuman Method of afting it; that his Majefly for the more efFeftual Profecution of fuch vile Offenders, and out of a tender Regard to the Peace and
Welfare of all his Subjefts, and that the Aftors and
Perpetrators of fuch unheard of Barbarities might be
broi:ght to condign Punifhment, had given them Directions to profecute the Prifoners. Then Richard Bromage,
Robert Wilkins, Leonard Myrin<g, Jofeph Mercer, John
Blakejly,
* See the TRIAL in the SELECT TRIALS, "JOI. 11.
fag. I SI.
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Blakefly, Mary Springate, and Richaid Bovjs, were cali'd
into Court, the Subftancc of whofe Evidence againft the
Prifoner was. That the Prifoner being interrogated
about the Murder when in Nenugate faid, ' The Devil
' put it into her Head, but however John Hayes was
' none of the beft of Hufbind's, for fhe had been half
' ftarv'd ever fince ftie was marry'd to him ; that (he
' did not in the leaft repent of any Thing fhe had done,
' but only in drav/ing thofe two poor Men into this
' Misfortune ; that fhe was fix Weeks importuning
' them to do it; that they denied it tv«'0 or three
' Times, but at laft agreed ; her Hiifljand was made fo
' drunk that he fell out of his Chair, then Bi/Ii/iM and
' Wood carry'd him into the back R.oom, and laiU him
' upon the Bed ; that file- was net in that Room, but
' in the fore Room on the fams Fioor, when he was
' kiird; but they told her that Billings ftruck him. twice
' on the Head with a Pole-Axe, and that then Wood
' cut his Throat; that when he was quite dead, flie
' went in and held the Candle whilft Wood cut his
' Head quite off, and afterwards they chopt off his
' Legs and Arms; that they wanted to get him into an
' old Cheft, but he was too long and too big; they
' thought to have done it by cutting off his Thighs and
' Arms, and then the Chcft would not hold them all ;
' the Body and Limbs were put Into Blankets at feve' ral Times the next Night, and thrown into a Pond ;
' that the Devil was in them all, and they were all
' got drunk; that it would fignify nothing to make a
' long Preamble, flle could hold up her Hand and fay
' fhe was Guilty, for nothing could fave hers, no Body
' could forgive her ; that the Men who did the Mur' der were taken, and hr.d confciTed it ; that flie was
' not with them when they did it; tliiUt Ihe was fit" ing by the Fire in the Shop upon a Stool; that flie
' heard the Blow given, and heard fomebody ftamp ;
' that flie did not cry out for fej.i they fliould kill her;
' that after the Head was cut off it was put into a Pail,
' and Wood carry'd it out, that BJIlings fate down by
her
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, her ar.d cry'ii, and'would lie all the reft of the Night
5. in the Room with the dead Body ; that the firft Occafion of this Defign to murder him-was, becaufe he'
came Home drunk one Night and beat her, upon
" which Billings faid, this Fellow deferves to be kili'd,
and Wood, faid, he'd be his Butcher for one Penny ;
that fhe told 'em they might do as they would, but
'* did not think they'd do it that Night it was done ;.
'• that fhe did not tell her Hufhand of the Defgn to
'• murdtr him for Fear he fhould beat her j that fhe
' fent to Billings, to let him know 'twas in vain to deny
' the Murder Qi her Hufband any longer, for they were
' both Guilty, and mull: both die for it.' There were
many other Circumflances equally ftrong,. befides this
Acknowledgment from her own Mouth, and about four^en 0|. fiftee,n other Witnefles,, but the Proofs being fo
flain,, there was no Occafjon to examine them; fhe acuQwkdgcd in Court upon her Trial, that fhe knew of
fthe Ifltentfoa to murder hirn ibme Days before the Fad
was ccmmiflS'lj, ajid that fhe was ia the next Room,
when it was done, but perfifted in it that fhe was innocent,, becaufe fhe did not kill him with her own Handf,,
and- havipg nothing elfe to oiler, fhe was found Guilty.
At their receiving Sentence, Wood^rA Billings begg'd
t|\e Merey. of the Court, that they might not be hung
in Chain,",, a^jknowledgint^the J.uilice of their Sentence.,,
and their willingnefs to attone for the Bbod they had,.
ifced, by Ijying dovvri their. Lives for- tha fame: iWrs,
-fe^j'cr, di fired likewife fl-e might not b« burn'd, fayirig,.
i};e was wiliipg and dirflrous to die tbo' innocent of
the Ff.iS,. and havii^g nothing, more to cfFer in theirCefence, Sentence of Death as ufual was pafled upon.-.
£hem,,i.7X. PFoodand Billings to be hans'd,, and Mrs,
Hayes to bs burn'd alive.
After Sisntente thus pafiedupon them, they were all'
remanded back to Netvgau,, Wood 'dnd Eillings were,
confined in the Conde7r.::id.-hiohU with theotixr Malefiiftors under Sentence of Desth,, and Mrs. Ma^es in an
Apartment peculiar to the Women in the like Conditioji.

C 39 1
fion. The great Care and Anxiety (he (hewed for
Wood and Billings particularly, juftly gave the World
Reafon to fufpeft there v^as fome uncommon Motives
that induc'd her thereunto ; (he was both before and
after her Trial fending MeiTengers to, and enquiring
after Billings, and out of fuch Monies as (lie either had
with her, or was given to her whilft in Prifon by charitable Perfons, fhe would fend and, give the greateil
Share of it to them.
IVood being fenfibly touch'd with Remorfe for the
Heinoufnefs and Barbarity of the FadT:, (hewed all the
Marks of an unfeigned and fincere Repentance ; and
what with the Horror of the Aflion, and the Un^
wholfomenefs of the Place wherein he was con(in'd, he
contrafted a violent Fever, which prey'd upon him in a
very fevere manner ; he came to the Chapel at PrayerTime fo long as he was able, till his Diftemper prevailing upon him, he was oblig'd to defift ; a Revd. Clergyman vifited him in his Illnefs, who gaye him. fuch Advice and Confolation as the Nature of his Cafe v/oulds
admit of; he con(irm'd the Particulars of the Confef-.
fion he had before made, agreeable to what is herein
mentioned, wilhing only that;he might live a few Days,
longer,, not for the fake of prolonging a miferable Life,,
but that purely by fufFeiing the Sentence of the Law,.
he might in fome Meafur« attone, for his palt Offences,,
and by the condign Punifhment.here inftifted upon him,.
he might be a terrible Warning to all young Perfons
how they offended in like manner; but on Widnefday,
the 4th of Mii^ he died in the Condemn'd-lUld.
This Thomas Waod:3.\)out 28 Years of Age, was born
about three Miles from Omberjly,, between Ludlmu and
Worcefter, of hopeil, tho'' indifferent mean Parentage ;.
he had not in his Youth been brought up to. any regular Trade or Bjifmefs, but work'd a.mongft the Farmerf,
Haymakers,, (jsc however he was very remarkable foi*
being of a fober fettled Behaviour in all his Aftions, by
which iVIeans he gain'd entirely the Love of the Neighbourhood, who could not be indut'd to entertain, an ill
Opinion of him,

^ His
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His Father dying fome Years before he left the Country, his Mother, who then kept a little Ale-houfe at
the Place before-mentioned, being left with a Charge of
Children, he was very dutiful and induftrious in aflifting
her, and by his Labour was very inftrumental in the
Support of the Family; fometimes doing Hufbandry,
Har\'eft, or Labourers Work, according as the fame
offered; at other Times being employed as a Tapfter, in
drawing Drink in feveral Inns in the Country, till fome
few Months before the Murder was committed, he h-id
a Delire to come to London, which he did, and behav'd
himfelf very regularly and diligently in fuch Bufinefs as
he could get, but not being fettled in any certain Place
of Work, he was fearful of being preffed, and remembering himfelf of his Countryman Hayes, he went to
fee him, to whom relating his Apprehenfions, and w.int
of Bufinefs at the fame Time, Mr. Hayes invited him
to come and lodge with Billings, and promifed to enquire out for Bufinefs for him : He had not been long '
there before Mrs. Hayes took the Opportunity to propofe to him the defigncd Intention Ihe had of murd'ring
her Hufband, which at firft he refufed with Abhorrence,
but at laft was over perfuaded by her artful Intreaties,
and his being in a great Meafure intoxicated when the
I'aft was committed, brought him to a Compliance.
There are various Opinions and Conjeftures of '•Tho.
Billings as to his Birth and Parentage ; Mrs. Hayes herfelf, fome few Days before the Execution, affirm'd him
to be her own Son, lav/fuUy begotten by Mr. Hayes
after her Marriage with him, and that he was 20 Years
of Age at his Execution i that Mr. Hayes not loving
him when an Infant, he was put out to her Relations to
Nurfe, and took the Name of Billings from his God •
father who was of that Name; but as none of Mr.
Hayes''% Relations knew or heard of her ever having had
any fucii Child, and as 'tis certain fhe, even till the very
Time of her Death, prevaricated in feveral Things,
there is little Reafon to believe it to be fo. The only
Account he could give of himfelf was, that he believ'd
himfelf
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himfelf to be a near Relation to Mrs. Hayes, by what
Means he would not tell; that he alfo believ'd himfelt
to be a Baftard, but had no Knowledge of his Parents,
other that a Shoe-maker in the Country, fince dead, always paffed for his Father ; that he was brought up
in the Country, and put to School, where he learned to
Read and Write ; that he was afterwards put Apprentice to a Taylor in the Neighbourhood, with whom he
ferv'd his Apprenticeihip; after the Expiration thereof he came to Town, and lodging with Mr. Hayes,
work'd Journeywork in Momnouth-ftreet, and other
Places in the Neighbourhood, till he was drawn in to the
Commiifion of the Faft for which he fufFerM ; that flie
had not told him any Thing of his being her Son until
after her Condemnation, and fome few Days before
their Execution.
But the moft certain Opinion is, that he was found in
a Ba&et upon a Common, not far from where flie
dwelt in the Country, before ftie married Mr. Hayes ;
that he was at the Time of his Execution about 22 or
23 Years of Age ; whereas ihe had by her own Confeffion, been married to Mr. Eaye's about 20 Years and 8
Months; that he was put out to Nurfe at the Charge
of the Parifli, to People whofe Names were Billings,
from whence he deriv'd that. Name ; that when of Age
fufficient, he was at the Parilh Charge likewife put out
Apprentice to one Mr. Wetherland a Tayhr, to whom
they gave 40 s. with him. 'Tis poffible he might be a
Natural Child of Mrs. Hayes\, born in her Rambles
(of which we have before fpoken) before her Marriage,
and dropt by her where he was found.
Billings had the Charafter of a fober, honeft young
Man, yet fiiewed too much Stupidity in his Behaviour,
and appear'd too much reftrain'd and infiuenc'd by Mrs.
Hayes, wherefore he was not fo ingenuous in divers
Parts of his ConfelTion after Sentence, as he had beeri
before, but evaded feveral Queftions that were afk'd
him, efpecially in Mrs. Hayes"^ Company ; otherwife he
feem'd to have a very great Remorfe of Confcience for
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the Fafl. he had committed, and appear'd penitent and
devout during his Confinement.
Mrs. Hayes from the Time of her Sentence, behav'd
herfelf with more Indifference than might have been exefted from one under her Circumftances, (he frequently expreffed herfelf to be under no Concern at her approaching Death, only the manner of it feem'd to carry fome Terror with it; fhe Ihew'd more Concern for
Billings than for herfelf, and alfo a furprizing Fondnefs
for him in all her Aftions; when in the Chapel fhe
would fit with her Hand in his, and lean upon his
Breaft and Shoulder, and he on her's; of this Indecency
fhe was reprimanded, as being olFenfive to the Spedlators, both in regard to the Indecency of the Aftion,
and as it fhew'd her Efteem for the Murderer of her
Hufband ; notwithflanding which Reafon fhe would not
defjft, but continu'd the fame until the Minute of her
Death ; one of her laft ExprefTions to the Executioner,
as fhe was going from the Sledge to the Stake, being
an Enquiry if he had hang*d her dear Child.
The Friday Night before her Execution (being afTur'd
file fhould die on the 'Monday following) fhe attempted
to make herfelf away ; to which Purpofe (he had procur'd a Bottle of ftrong Poifon, defigning to have taken the f^me j but a Woman who v;as in the Placa
with her, touching the fame with haj; Lips, found it
burn'd them to an extraordinary Degree, and fpillirg a
little on her Handkerchief, it burn'd the fame likewjie,
upon which fufpefting her Intentions fhe broke the
Viol, whereby her Defign was fruftrated.
On the Day of her Execution fhe was at Prayers, and
receiv'd the Sacrament in the Chapel, where (lie iliil
Ihewed her Tendernefs for Billings. About Twelve the
Prifoners were feverally carry'd away for Execution,
Billings with eight others, for various Crimes were put
into three Carts, and Catherine Hayes was drawn upon
a Sledge to the Place of Execution, where being arriv'd.
Billings, with the other Eight, after having had fome
Time for their private Devotions, were turn'd off. After
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ter which, Catherine Hayes being brought to the Stake^
was chain'd thereto with an Iron Chain, running round
her Waift, and under lier Arms, and a Rope round her
Neck, which was drawn thro' a Hole in the Poll; than
the Faggots intermixed with light Brufh Wood and
Straw, being pil'd all round her, the Executioner put
Fire thereto in feveral Places, which immediately blazing out, as foon as the fame reach'd her, with her Arms
&e pulh'd down thofe which were before her, when
Ihe appear'd in the middle of the Flames as low as the
Waift, upon which the Executioner got hold of the
End of the Cord which was round her Neck, and puird
it tight, in order to ftrangte her, but the Fire fooa
reach'd his Hand, and burnt the fame, fo that he was
oblig'd to let it go again .• More Faggots were immediately thrown upon her, and in about three or four
Hoars (he was reducM to Aflies} in the mean Time
Billings\ Irons were put upon him as he was hanging
on the Gallows; after which being cut down, he was
carried to the Gibbet, about loo Yards diftance,. and
there hung up in Chains.
Executed at lyburn on Manday the 9th of May,
1726.

7^g
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The following Account Edward Burnworth,
alias Frazier, gave of himfelf. in the StockHoufe at Kingfton, the 2d Day of April
1726, who was Executed at Kingfton with
five others, for the Murder of Thomas.
Ball, on the i^th of January 1726, by St.
George's-Fields.
EDivard Biirnvjvrth, alias Frazier, was defcended of
, mean but honeft Parentage, his Father being byTrade a Painter, but dying whilft he was young, he
was the fooner expofed to the Temptations of wicked
Perfons; his Mother, who was pretty well advanc'd in
Years, liv'd in the Pari in Southivari, in a very mean
State and Condition. His Parents put him Apprentice
to a Biickk-niaker in Gruh-ftreet, with whom he fefv'd
his Apprenticefliip; But" felling - into ill Conjpatiy, he
was perluaded to aceomp"any them, and in a fliort Tiiiid
his Profeffion grew burthenfbme to him, and he affeftcd
a lazy, idle Difpofition, and aflbciated himfelf amongft
a Crew of Pick-pockets, Thieves, feV. where he became acquainted with * William Blcwitt, EmanuelDickfnfon, Thomas Berry, "John Legee, William Margeram,
John Higgs, John tVilfon, John Ma/on, Thomas Meakins, -'——GillinghaTn, John Biirion, JVilliamSiijift,s.n<i
many others.
Being enter'd into this Society, he aflliraed the Name
of Frazier, or rather had it conferred on him before, upon this Occafion. He being one vvho conltantly idled
>
away
* See the TRIALS of the
SELECT TRIALS, Vol. II.

above fix MalefaSors in the
p. 159.
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away his Time, even in his 'Prencefliip, at the Ring in
Moor-Fieldi, kept by one Frafar, for Cudgel-playing,
Wreftling, i3'c. and being very aftive at that Exercife,
the Title of young Frajier was conferr'd upon him,
which he fo well feem'd to approve of, that he rather
chofe to go by that Name, than by that of Burnvjorth.
Being enter'd into this Society, about eight Years
fmce, he foUow'd his new Employment very diligently,
in picking Pockets for Handkerchiefs, Snuff-boxes,
feff. then advanc'd a Step higher in the Myftery of
Thieving, to fnatching Women's Pockets, Swords, &'<:.
The ufual Places of exercifing this Trade were from the
R(yal-Exchange up to Charing- Crofs, without attempt-ing any Thing farther, till being taken upon Sufpicion
for picking Pcckets, he was committed to New-Prifon ;
but he had not been long there before he found Means
..to make his Efcape.
Being at large, the Danger he had been lately in did
not deter him from following his old vicious Courfes;
but not judging it fafe to trail himfelf in the Power of
his Adverfaries, he endeavour'd to avoid being feen in
the Day Time, unlefs in the Company of a Number
of his Confederates, and he then took up a new Trade
of padding it in the Fields with fome of his Companions, 'viz. Barton, Marjaram, Berry, Bleivitt, and
Dickenfon.
However, one Night venturing into the Old-Bailey,
he went privately into a Publick Houfe, and being inform'd that one Siuilt Arnold belonging to the late inf.imous fimous Jonathan Wild, had been in Queft of
him for fome Days paft, and underftanding that he was
then alone in a back Room, he boldly enter'd in with
a Piftol ready charg'd in his Hand, and after expoftulating the Cafe with him, call'd for a Glafs of Brandy,
and throwing fome Gunpowder into it, he compell'd
him on his Knees to drink the fame, and with many
Imprecations to fwear he would never touch or meddle
with him direftly or indireftly, or give any manner of
Information agr.inft him j after which he retir'd, leaving
him
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him to recover himfelf from the Terror he was under
as well as he could.
After this he committed Robberies on tlie HighRoads, and in the Foot-Paths, and grew fo dextrous at
Houfe-breaking, that he was an equal Proficient with
the late Jack vhepfard.
The ]!)ay before the Murder hereafter mention'J, was
committed on the Body of Thomas Ball, this fame
Pu7-vivorth, in Company with John Barton, who was
convifted for another Er.rglaiy the Seflions before, propofed to ^0 and breal: open the Iloul'e of an old |uftice
of the Peace in Clerkenvjell, and pitch'd upon that
Houfe rather than any otlier, not in Expcftation of
getting a greater Booty thereby, but in Prejudice to him,
becauie he had been before committed by him, and the
Time being pitch'd upon, about Twelve the fame Nigiit
they began their Enterprize, and executed it fuccefsfully, carrying oft divers T lungs of Value, and as they
then believed, a confidcrable Quantity of Plate, and
made their Retreat to Copenhagen Houfe, where they
fpent the greateil Part of the following Day.
Here they began a Partition of the Booty they had
got; but when they came to a Survey of the Plate,
Burnnvorth perceiv'd it to be only Brafs filvcred, and
damn'd it as a Thing of no Value, would have thrown
it away ; Barton opfiofed it, and would have it kept ;
here they differ''d, and in the Interim came Ble-zvitt,
Jietrv, Diekenjon, Higgs, Wilfon, Legec, and Marjaram,
nnd join'd their Companv ; at laft Bmnuuorth and Barton agreed to tofs up at whofe Dii'pofal the filver'd
Ware fhould be ; they tofs'd up accordingly, and it fell
to Burnn.ijorth to difpofe thereof as he thought fit, who
immediately carry'd it to the Neav-River Side, and
threw it in tliere, wifcing he had had the old Juilice
there he fhould then have fliar'd the fame Fate.
Being now got into the Fields, they wand'red up and
down tor fome Time, in order to pafs the Time away,
they not being then in any want of Money, not caring
to venture into the Town till towards the Evening, excepting
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fi.'pti'g Barttr, only, who quitting their Company retir'd homewards.
As they were liere amufing themfelvcs came a Confederate of theirs from Chirk-Lane, who ufed to affift
them in the difpofmg of their ilolen Goods, and brought
•"em Word, that fever.il Conftables had been in the
Neighbourhood upon the Search for People of their
Proteffion, and bad 'em !« cautious how they appear'd
tncreabouts.
'I'his Intimation oblig'd them to confutt their Safety,
and no Way was thought more expedient than to keep
in a Body, they having tliree or four Piilols each, and
each loaded with a Brace of Balls, befides iliort D.iggers hid privately under tlieir C'oaths.
Having fpent the Afternoon, at the Duflc of the
Evening they refolv'd to venture into the Town; and
accordingly coming through Turmmll-Jfreet, they there
accidentally met the Keeper of Nenu-Prifon, from whence
about fix Weeks before Bumixorth broke out j he feeing Burtmjoorth on the other Side of the Way, call'd to
him, and defired to fpeak with him ; Bumnuorth ftandinj; a Lttle Time in Sufpeiice, the Keeper leeing fo
many of his Companions about him, told aim he need
not be under any Apprehenfion, he only defired to
fpeak two or tliree Words, and woulJ not moleil him ;
to wh.ich Blurnijjorth rcply'd with an O.ith, he was not
afraid of him, and that 'twas not in his Power to do
J'.im any Injury ; and concealing a Pifto! in his Hind,
ftep'd crofs the Way to him, whilft his feven Companions ftood ftiU waiting for him; but being all k own,
or at baft fulpcfted by the Neighbourhood, the People
liiegan to gat'ier in Crowds about them, which they feeing, called to Burnivoith to come away, who took a
fhiOrt formal Leave of his quoidam Keeper, and join'J
Ills Compani<ms; who finding the Mob increafing upon
them, thought it moll advifeoble to retreat to the Fieiis,
which they did in a clofe Body ; but to deter the Populace from following them farther, they fkc'd about,
and prefenting their Piftols, fwore they would fire upon
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on any Perfon who (hould dare to fet one Foot farthei'
in Purfuit of them, upon which they gave back, and
fuffer'd them to retreat in Safety to the Fields, from
whence they made direftly for the Water Side, and
taking a Boat at Black-Fryars, crofled over to the Bank
Side, and from thence they went to the MuJici-Hou/e,
expefting there to meet fome other of their Companions.
After having been there fome Time they quitted
that Place, and walk'd together into St. Georges'sFiel'.h, where Ednuard Burnvjorth acquainted his Companions of the Danger of their Apprehenfion from
Thomas Ball, who kept a Gene'va Shop in the Mint,
was attempting to aft the Part of "Jonathan Wild, and
betray his old Friends and Acquaintance, telling them,
if they would all,Hand by him and affitt him, he would
go immediately and fhoot the faid Ball through the
Head.
This bloody Propofal as foon as offer'd by Burn^worth,
was j-greed to by the reft, except Higgs, who feeming
to clliiipprove thereof, fo exafperated the others, that
, tl',ey accufed him of Pufilanimity and Cowardice, and
B:irnv.D:-th immediately advanc'd at the Head of his
',,'omfanions, and Higgs who in the Dark flip'd away.
Being come to BaW'i Houfe, they enquired of his
Wife for him, fhe reply'd, He ivasat the next Door, a
Publick-Ho'ife, and that Jhe ivould Jlep and call him, and
went accordingly ; Burnnxiorth immediately follow'd her,
and raeetirii; Ball at the Door, took him fail: by the
Collar, and dragg'd him into his own Houfe, began to
expoilulate v/ith him the Reafon why he had attempted to take him, and how ungenerous it was for him to
feek to betray his old Friends and Acquaintance.
Ball apprehending their mifchievous Intentions, addreifed himfelf to Bkwtt, and begg'd they would not
murder him; but Burm.vorth with an Oath reply'd.
That he Jhould nemer get a Fenny by betraying him, and
thereupon immediately ftiot him.
Having
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Having thus done, they all went out of Doors again,.
and that the Neighbourhood might fuppofe the firing
the Piftol to have been done without any ill Intention,
Ble-vjitt fired another in the Street over the Tops of the
Houfes, faying aloud, fhey luere got fafe into ToiL-tt, and
there ivas no Danger of meeting ivith any Rogues no-tv.
Ball attempted to get as far as the Door but in vain, for
he dropp'd immediately, and died in a few Minutes
afterwards.
Having thus executed their barbarous Defign, they
went down direftly towards the Faulcon, intending to
crofs the Water back again; by the Way they accideri •
tally met with Higgs, who was making to the WaterSide likewife, him they fell upon, and rated for a pufilanimous cowardly Dog, and Bumiuorth propofcd it to
the Company to (hoot their old Comrade Hipgs, becaufe he had deferted them in their late Expedition ;
which he would have done, had not Marjoram interpos'd,
and pleaded for the fparing his Life.
From the faulcon Stairs they crofled the Water to
Pig-Stairs, and refolved to go to the Boa>^%-Ilejd Tavern in Smithjield, they not being thcie known, and at
, a Diftance from the V7ater Side, in Cafe any Purfmt
fliould be made after them ; at which Place they contin'j'd till near Ten o'Clock, when they feparated therafelves into Parties for that Night, in Purfuit of their
old Trade.
This Murder made them more cautious of appearing
in Publick, and Ble-zuitt, Berry, and Dickenfon, foon
after fet out for Harimch, and went qyer in the PacketBoat from thence to Hehoetjluice ; and Higgs fome little
Time afterwards fhipp'd himfelf on Board the Monmouth
at Spithead ; nothwithllanding wliich, he was difcover'J
in tills manner: His Brother here in Tov/n having
wrote a Letter to him, gave it to a Ship's Mate to
carry with him to Spithead; he accidentally falling into Company with one Jrthur, a Watchman belonging
to St. Sepulchre's Parifh, who knowing Higgs to have
been a Companion of .5Kr»ivwY/^'s, ^c. acquainted Mr.
VOL. n.
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De-h-Fay, Under Secretary of State, therewith ; whereupon two Mefiengers and the faid Watchman were fent
to Spithead to fetch up the faid Higgs, which they did
accordingly ; Wilfon forfook his Confederates, but about
two Years aft.r the Murder was committed, he was
taken and executed for it at Kingjloti.
But Burnnuorth, with others of his Companions, had
the Audacity not only to continue in and about the
Town, and to rob in the Roads and Fields, but had likewife the ntiparallel'd Aflurance to attack the Earl of
ilarhorotigh in his Chair in Piccadilly ; upon which the
Chairmen with their Poles knock'd one of his Companions down, and the Earl coming out of the Chair
with his drawn Sword, they thought fit to march off;
Bunnvorth fhot one of the Chairmen in the Shoulder,
whereby they prevented their purfuing them, and had
the Opportunity of bringing off their Companion, who
had been knock'd down by the Chairman.
Thefe audacious Villains occafion'd his Majefty to
put out a Proclamatioji for apprehending Bumivorth,
Bkivitt, &c.
And when the Proclamatisn was publifli'd, a Gentleman who had bought one of them, going into an
Ale-houfe in White-Crofs-Jireet, took the Proclamation
out of his Pocket and read it to the Company ; Marjarmn happened to be there, tho' no Body there knew
hiim, and conjefturing feme or other of his Companions
for the Sake of the Reward, and of a Pardon, WOVML
turn Evidence againil him, refolv'd to embrace the Opportunity, and in the Evening he went to a Conftable
in Smitl-ifield, and dehr'd to put himfelf under his Proteftion ; and that he might be carried before the Right
Honourable the Lord-Mayor, where he would make a
Difcovery of the reft .of his Accomplices.
The Conftable accordingly taking him into Cuftody,
,he was that Night confin'd in Wood-ftreet-Compter, and
the next Morning he was brought before his Lordfhip,
where he made a full Confeflion of all the aforefaid
Particulars, and gave Information where Legee might
,be met withj who, according to the Direftion given by
Marjorav!,
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Marjoram, was apprehended in White-Crofs-Jlreet % and
after a long Examination was committed to Newgate.
During this Tranfa£lion, the Account of Marjoram's
having furrend'red himfelf was fpread over the Town,
and feveral of his old Companions thinking themfelves
in Danger, forfook their old Habitations; and John
Barton waited near Goldfmiths-Hall till Marjoram fhould
be carry'd before the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor,
and feeing him come along with the Conllable, ftep'd
up towards him with a Pillol in his Hand, and cry'd,
D—mn you, Fll Jhoot ysu; and immediately fired zi
him.
Marjoram feeing and hearing him, popp'd down his
Head juft as Barton fired at him, and thereby the Ball
only graz'd upon his Back ; Barton made his Rfcape, as
the Aftion was fo fudden that no Body could recover
themfelves from the Surprize before he got off.
Barton receiv'd the Information of Marjormrii having
furrend'red himfelf from their Friends in Chick-Lane,
who before had gave them Notice of the Danger of
their being apprehended in IJlington Fields the Afternoon
before 5t2//was murdered; for which Piece of Intelligence Marjoram made him a Prefent of about 60 of 70
Pair of Stockings they had got out of a Hojiers, Shop
they had broke open.
Bkivitt, Berry, and Dickenfon, being gone for Hoiland, Higgs on Shipboard, Wilfon abfconded, Legee in
Ne-ivgate, and Marjoram having furrend'red himfelf.
there now remain'd only Burnwoorth in Town and at
Liberty, of all the eight Perfons mention'd in the j'roclamation, and great Endeavours were ufed to take him
but the fame prov'd ineffeftual.
Notwithftanding which he was fo audacious as to
break open the Houfe of the late Mr. Beefly, a Diftilkr
in Clare-Market, from whence he took divers Notes, to
the amount of feveral Hundred Pounds, feveral Pieces
of Plate, and other Goods, part whereof he afterwards ,
threw away, believing it to be only white Mettal,which
one Jones picking up, was afterwards apprehended for,
C 2
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ind being convifted, was executed; but BurniuOHlj
own'd he committed this Robbery himfelf.
Tho' BurniKorth knew the Proclamation was out,
with a Reward of 300 /. for the apprehending him,
yet he feem'd to defy all Attempts to take him, and
had the audacity one Morning to go into a Publick
Houfe near Holborn-Bridge, where hg was known, and
fitting down by the Door, with a Piftol ready charg'd
in his Hand, he call'd for a Pint of Drink, which being brought him he drank off, and throwing down three
Half-pence for the fame, went off without any farther
Concern.
He then lodg'd with the Wife and Sifter of one Kitt
Leonard, another of their Companions, who had been
for feme Tim.e a Prifoner in the new Goal for the
County of Burry ; Kitt Leonard thought it would be a
means of recommending himfelf to the Mercy of the
Government if.he discovered him, and accordingly he
orderM his Wife to apply to fome of his Majefty's Jullices of the Peace to acquaint tliem of his Intention,
•i\'hich fhe doing, the Propofition was readily approv'd
of; and accordingly fix Perfons being appointed to take
him, they were planted at an adjoining Alehoufe,
v.'here Kate, the Wife of Kit Leonard, was to give tl«;ra
the Signal.
About fix o'Clock;in the Evening on Shrove-Tuefday,
Kate Leonard s.vA\\er\SWitr, and Burn^uorth, being all
together, ^sff-propofed to fry fome Pancakes for Supp.T, and accordingly her Sifter fet about them, BurnoucirtZ'had put cif his Surtout Coat, in the Pocket and
Lining wdiereof he had feveral Fiftols; there was a little
back Door to the Houfe, which Burniuorth ufually kept
upon the Latch only, in order to make his Efcape if he
fnould be furpriz'd iu .that Houfe; this Door Kate
pn\'ately bolted unpereeiv'd by Burn'wort]), and whilft
i>,^'r Sifter was frying the Pancakes, Kate went to the
Alehouie for a-Pot of Drink, when having giving the
/Vien v/lio were waiting for him the Signal flie return'd,
•ji'.J e^'.fering ths Houfe pretending to lock,the Door,
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but defignedly miffed the Staple; the Door being thusupon the jar only, as flie gave the Drink to BurnvM-th,
ihe fix Perfons rufhed fuddenly into the Room, Burnnuarth liearing the Noife, and fearing the Surprize,
jump'd up thinking to have gained the back Door, but
not knowing the fame to be bolted they were upon hitn
before he could get it open, and holding his Arms behind him, one of them ty'd them, whilft Smother to
jfltimidate him, fired a Piltel over his Head ; then thw
immediately carried him before a Juftice of the Peace,
who after a long Examination committed him to Newgate.
While he was in Confinement, his Emiflarles, fuppofing Kate Leonard to have been the chief Projeaor and
Caufer of his being apprehended, attempted to murder
her, by firing a Piftol at her one Night as Ihe was
going in at her own Door ; and feveral Attempts of
the like Nature being made, the Juftices ordered a fufficient Watch to attend the Houfe every Night, to
prevent the Execution of their Defign, and to bring the
Aftors therein to condign Punifhment.
Burn-worth being at laft got into Neiugate, he was
confined in the Cmdemned-Hok for Security : here he
continued from the Time of his Commitment to the
13 th csi March, when feven other Criminals under Sentence of Death being confined along with iiim, he concerted an Efcape in the following manner.
Having on the Sunday in the Evening procured an
Iron Crow to be handed in unto him, thro' the little
Hole made for the admittance of Light into the Condomned-Hole, he fpirited the other Prifoners to attempt
an Efcape, and they began to put their Defign in execution as foon as the Gaol was locked up, and they
were under no farther Apprehenfion of being vifited
by the Keepers till the next Morning, and whilft feme
of them fung Pfalms, the others were employed iti
breaking down the Wall with the Iron Crow, and they
puU'd out Stones to the quantity of about two Curt
Loads, which they pil'd up againft the Door, fo that
C 3
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in the Morning when the Keepers came for the five
Malefaftors who were to die that Day, they could not
get in till about Two o'Clock in the Afternoon, and
then the Prifoners themfelves removed the Stones from
the Door.
This Attempt was judged to be Burivworth''s, and he
was removed into another Apartment called the Bilboa
Room, afid additional Irons were claped upon him.
While he was here he procured Files, Saws, iSc.
with which he faw'd off his Irons, and then broke
thro' the Wall of the Bilboa Room into the Women's
Apartment, and with his Saws fell to work upon the
Iron Bars, in the Windows of which there are three tire
one within another, the firft of which he foon cut quite
out, and was working upon the others, when one of the
Women difcovered his Attempt, upon which he was
taken from his Work, brought back to the CondemnedHold, and there chained down to the Floor, where we
jhall leave him whilft vye make fome little Enquiry
after his Companions.
William Bleni-itt was born in the Parifli of St. Gileses
Crifplegate, his Father was a Porter, and his Mother
fold Herbs, i^c. in the faid Parifh, where flie is yet
living. His Parents was in very mean Circumllances,
and he (at the Charge of the Parifli) was bound an
Apprentice to a Perfumer of Gloves; but he foon became acquainted with a Crew of profligate Wretches,
by whofe Advice he ran into all Extreams of Wicke^lnefs, as picking Pockets, Shoplifting, l^c. which he
prafticed fuccelsfully for many Years, till about two
Years fince he happened to be catch'd in the Faft,
was fent to Neivgate, and convifted for Tranfportation,
when with divers others of the fame Profeffion, both
Males and Females, he was fhip'd off for the Plantations ; but a Defign having been form'd by the other
Criminals to make their Efcapes (to which Purpofe
their Friends had fupplied them with Saws, Files, i^c.
which were concealed in Cakes of Gingerbread) he being admitted into the Secret, refolv'd to purchafe his
own
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Own Liberty if poffible at. the Expence of hfs Companions in AffUaion, and acquainting the Captain of the
Veflel of the Intention of the Gentry on Board, he
caufed them to be fearched, and found the Saws, Files,
^c. concealed according to the Information he had
given him. Upon this Difcovery the Captain gave
Blenvitf his Liberty, upon which he pofted up to Londin,
where in concert with his old Friends, he fell to bis old
Trade again, and he was foon committed to his old
Manfion H«ufe at Neiugate, and being tried for returning from Tranfportation, he was convifted; but
pleading the good Service he had done by preventing
the Efcapes of fo many profligate Wretches, the Court
thought fit to refpite the Execution untill the Captain
return'd back to England, and upon Examination finding it to be fo, chang'd his Sentence into Tranfportation
only, and gave him the Liberty of tranfporting himfelf to any Foreign Part.
Having once more regained his Liberty, he inftead
of tranfporting himfelf purfuant to his Sentence, purfued his old Courfes, and affociated himfelf with the
lower Clafs of Pick-Pockets, Snatchers of Hats, J^'igs,
S-ivordi, &c. till he join'd Burieworth and his Compaaiions.
He married feveral Wives during bis Acquaintance
with his Companions before-mention'd; The firft of
which is believed to have been an lioneft and modeit.
Woman, till drove to fuch Extremities as might induce
her to take fome indireft Methods to fupport herfelf;
this Perfon came to Newgate tO' fee him the Day before they fet out for Kingfton, and died in the Lodge,
He had other Wives befides her, one of them upon
his firtt Tranfportation, whilft he was on Ship-board,
married Emanuel Dickenfon, and is yet living. He was
one of the Accomplices in the Murder of Ball, beforementioned ; after which he went over in the PacketBoat for Holland, but when the Proclamation came to the
Hands of the Honourable Mr. Finch, the BritiJhViefident at the Hague, he enquired of .feveral EnglijJj
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Gentlemen, whether any fuch Perfons as defcribed h
tlie Proclamation, had been feen in Rotterdam ; and underftanding there had, he immediately applied to the
Sates-GeneralzX. the Hague, and by their Dircftion to
the Lords of Rotterdam, obtained an Order for the fecuring of them any where within the ProviffCe.
The Meflenger coming by Virtue of the faid Order,
and with the Affiftance of the Schools Denairs, or Sheriffs-Officers, feized Bktvit at the Hamburgh-Arms in
Rotterdam ; liis Companions Dickenfon and. Berry were
juft before gone on Ship-board, and had left Rotterdam,
but Bk-wit was carried to the Stadthoufe-Prifon in Rotterdam, and the Officers went in Purfuit of his Companions to the Brill, where the Veflel not being cleared ,
out. they feized them both, and brought them back to
Rotterdam, where they were very ftrongly hand cufF'd,
iron'd, and confined in the Stadthoufe with their Friend
BJeivit, where we will leave them for a little Time, to
give fome Account of.
Emanuel Dickenfon, who was born of very lionefl Parents, but his Father dying whilft he was very yowig,
J;e had Liberty to follow thofe Courfes his vicious Inclinations led him to; and his Mother not having
wherewith to fupport at fuch extravagant Rates,, him,
Iiis Brother, and three Sifters, was obliged to fubmit to
their taking fuch Courfes as end in Ruin and Mifery ;
one of his Sifters was at that Time in Woodflreet-Compter, the reft are difperfed up and down in different
Parts. He began very early to keep vicious and profligate Company, by whom he was induc'd to praftiee
the Trade of picking Pockets, l^c. for eight Years
paft. He was once convifted for fnatching a Gentleman's Hat off of his Head in the Strand, for which
Faft he fhould have been tranfported; but whilft he
lay uader Conviiflion for this Crime, his Mother procured a free Pardon for him, upon an AUedging that
he was the Son of a Gentleman who had a cenfiderable Poft in the Army ; but he foon returned to his old
Courfes, and continued to herd with fuch Acquaintance
as
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as he had pick'd up in Ne-iugate, where he had got acquainted with Burn'vcorth, Bkivit, &c. and with them
he affociated-untill the Murder of Ball, wherein he
having been an After, fled for Refuge to Holland.
Blemiit, Berry, and himfelf continued in Rotterdam
for about a Month before they were apprehended, and
were leaving Holland when the Officers came to apprehend them.
Dickenfon married one of Ble<zvit\ Wives, at the
very I'ime when Blevjit was under Sentence of Tranfportation; how many others he may have we know
not, but one of them was within a few Days paft, a
Prifoner in one of the Spunging-Houfes in Wood-ftreet.
Thomas Berry was defcended of very mean Parents,
his Mother was a common Beggar, and fufFered him
when a Boy to lie pilfering and filching in the Streets,
and to herd amongft Thieves, Pick-pcckets, iffc. befides having been in Nenv-Pi-ifin, Bridewell, &c. he had
three Times been committed to Nenvgate, and was once
cail • for Tranfportation ; he had however the good
Fortune to get away from the VefTel, and being acquainted with Burn-ivarth, Bleivit, &c. he foon engag'd
himfelf in their Confederacy, and was affifting in the
Murder before-mentioned. After which he fled to Holland with Dickenfpn and Blenvit, and was apprehended
with Dickenfon at the Brill.
Mr. Finch having thus fecured thefe three Perfons,
Ble'vjit, Dickenfon, and Berry, applied to the Siates-GrK^ra/for Leave to fend them back again, who granted
his Requeft, and ordered a Guard of fix Soldiers to attend them on board a Ship, befides his Majefty's Meffengers, who were fent over on purpofe for them.
Accordingly they were put on board the Delight
Sloop, Captain Samuel Taylor, at the Brill, under the
faid Guard of Soldiers, all ftrongly iron'd ; when being
arriv'd at the Nore, they were met by two other Mci'^
feiigers, who affifled in taking Charge of them up the
River,
They
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They were very pleafant and merry on Shipboard,
diverting themfelves as if their Circumilances had been
much happier, and when they came into the River,
feeing a Prefs Gang in a Boat, they called out to the
Lieutenant, daring him to come and prefs them for his
Majefty's Service.
When they arrived at the Totver they were put into
a Boat, with the Meflengers attending them, and three
Boats to guard them, to wit, one on each Side, and one
in the Rear, and in each Boat a Corporal and a File of
Mufqueteers, who attended them all the Way up to Weft•minfler, where being arrived, they were carried • before
Mr. Juftice Chalk, and Mr. Juftice Blackerby; after
which they were all tliree put into a Coach together,
and were condufted by a Party of the Foot-Guards that
Evening t.o Ne-ivgaie. As foon as they arrived, they
had the Honour of being condufted to their old Friend
Ednvard Burnnvorth, who congratulated them on their
fafe Arrival, and they condoled with him on his Confinement.
On Wednefday the 30th of March, Burnnxerth, Ble•avV, Berry and Dickenfon, were loofed from their Faftnings in the Condemned-F-lcld, and with Legee and Hlggs
were put into a Waggon, being all hand-cuffed and
chain'd together therein, to be carry'd down to Kingjlon,
under a Guard of the Duke of Bolton's Horfe.
They were very merry when they came out of Ne-tv-i
gate, charging the Guard to take Care that no Misfortune happen'd to them, and called upon the numerous
Crowds of Speftators, both at their getting into the
Waggon and afterwards, as they pafled along the Road,
to fhew the Refj^eft they bore them by hallowing, and
to pay them the Compliments due to Gentlemen of
' their Profeffion, and called for feveral Bottles of Wine,
that they might drink to their good Journey.
As they pafled along the Road they endeavoured to
fhew themfelves very merry and pleafant, by their facetious Difcourie to the Speftators, and frequently
threw Money amongft the People who followed them,
diverting
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diverting themfelves with feeing the others ftrive for it;
and particularly Bkivit having thrown out fome Halfpence amongft the Mob, a little Boy who was prefent,
pick'd up one of them, and calling out to Bkivit, told
him, that as fure as he (the /aid Bkivit) would be condemn'd at Kiwjlon, fo fure would he have his Name
engraved thereon ; whereupon Blewit took a Shilling
out of his Pocket and gave it the Boy, telling him,
there was fomething towards defraying the Charge of
engraving, and bad'him be as good as his Word, which
the Boy promifed he would.
In this manner they were condufted to Kingjion,
where they arrived about 11 or 12 o'Clock, and were
all fix confined in the Slock-Houfe.
The fame Day the Lord Chief Juftice Raymond and
Mr. Juftice Dentqn arrived in that Town to hold the
AlTizes for the County of Surry, and the next Day the
Prifoners were arraign'd, all of which pleaded not
Guilty, except Burnnvorth, who refufed to plead, unlefs fome EiFefts which he pretended had been taken
from him were reftored ; and he perfifting in his Refolution, his Thumbs wtvt ty'd and ftrained, as ufual
in fuch Cafes; and he ftill continuing obftinate, the
Court pafied the following Sentence upon him.
yO XJ Jhall go to the Place from ivhence you came,
and there being Jirif d naked, and laid flat ufon
your naked Back on the Floor, imth a Napkin about your
middle to hide your Privy Members, and a Cloth on your
Face, then the Prefs is to be laid upon you, nvith as much
Weight as, or rather more than you can hear ; you are
to haue three Morfels of Barley Bread in tiventy-four
Hours, a Draught of Water from the next Puddle near
the Goal, but not rumting Water; the fecond Day tivo
Merfels and the fame Water, luith an increafe of Weight,
and Jo to the third Day until you expire.
But he ftill continuing Contumacious, was caxricd
dowii to the Stock-Houfe, and the Prefs laid upon him,
C 6
wherein
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wherein he continued for the Space of an Hour and
three JV'Iinutes, under a Weight of 300 three Quarters
and two Pounds ; whilll he continued under the Prefsj
he endeavour'd to beat his Brains out againll: the
Floor.
During Tvhich Time the Hi^h-SherifF himfelf was
prefent, and frequently exhorted him to plead to the
Indiftment, which at laft he confcnted to do ; and being brought up to Court, after a Trial which lafted
from eight in the Morning until one in the Afternoon,
on the firft Day of April they were all fix found guilty
of the Indiftment, and being remanded back to the
Stock-Hcufe, were all chain'd and ftapled down to the
Floor.
After their Conviftion, they diverted themfelves
vith repeating Jefts and Stories, particularly with the
manner of their efcaping before out of the Hands of
Juflice, and the Robberies and Offences they had comjTiicted ; and it being propCfed for the Satisfaftion of
the World for them to leave the Particulars of the feveral Robberies by tliem committed, Bumworth reply'd,
that were he to relate all the Robberies by him commited, a hundred Sheets of Paper wrote as clofe as
could be would not contain them.
Notwithilanding what had been alledg'd by Hlggs of
his forfaking his Companions in the Fields, it appear'd
by other Evidence, that he follow'd his Companions to
Bair% Houfe, and was feen hovering about the Door
during the Time the Murder was committed, with a
Pillol in his Hand.
On Monday the fourth Day of April they receiv'd
Sentence of Death, Mr. Juftice Denton nmde a very pathetick Speech to them, and they beg'd the Court to indulge them with the Liberty of feeing their Friends,
which was granted ; and being remanded back again to
Prifon, their Thoughts were wholly bent on making
their Efcapes ; for which Purpofe they had fmall Files,
which were conceal'd in the Waiilband of their Breeches,
and Bhivit found Means to convey a Letter to an Acquaintance,
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cjualatance, whe was to fupply them with Saws, Piftols, &c. and fome- Opium, which they defigned to
give the Keepers ; Bk-ivifs Brother coming to them,
was over-heard to fay he had forgot the Opium, whicli
occafion'd a Sufpicion amongft the Keepers, and BurnnvoriFs Mother coming to him, the Keepers fearching
her, found upon her feveral Saws, Piftols, and other
Implements to affift them in making their Efcapes ; upon which fhe was feiz'd, and was confin'd in the faid
Prifon for the fame. There was alfo found upon one of
them a large clafp Knife, with which, if they could not
have effefted their Efcape, otherwife they intended to
have murd'red the Perfons who watch'd them.
Had they fucceeded in this Attempt, their DeCga
was to have fet Fire to a large Stack of Bavins adjoining to the Prifon, and to two or three other Places in
the Town, that whilft the Inhabitants had been bulled
in quenching the fame, they might have had Time to
have made their Efcapes.
The next Day being Tuefday, Burnviwrth called to
one of the Guards who attended them, and merrily told
him, if he did not take Care to fee his Body brought
back after his Execution, that he might be decently
buried, he would meet him in a dark Entry and pull
Ms Nofe off j fo thoughtlefs was he of his approaching
Fate.
About TO o'clock on Wednejday Morning, they were
all fix (together with Richard Blackburn, condemn'd for
robbing on the Highway) put into a Cart, attended by
a Company of Foot Soldiers to Kin^fton Gallows. In
their Way thither, their Countenance and Behaviour
was much more fettled and compofed than before ; they
fhew'd an Air of Serioufnefs and Devoutnefs, and Bltivit feeing one Mr. Warmoick amongft the Speftators,
defired to flop that he might fpeak to him, which being granted, he on his Knees asked Pardon of Mr.
War-'Muk for an Attempt he had once made upon his
Life, by prefenting a Piftol at him, upon Sufpicion that
Mr. Warivkk had given Information againft him formerly.

merly. Being arrived at the fatal Tree, they were all
fix (together with Blackburn) ty'd up. Bie'wit and
Dickerjbn were the molt devout and ferious, and pray'd
with great Earneftnefs, defiring their Example might be
a Warning to all young Men : And Bleiuit defired the
Speftators not to refledl on his Mother upon his Account ; for that fhe had often with Tears on her Knees,
requefted him to forfake his wicked Life, which he
confeffed to have follow'd for fixteen Years paft, and
faid his firft Fadl was Healing a Silver Spoon in the
OU-Baiky. He had given his Cloaths to his Mother,
but being inform'd he was to be hung in Chains, he
defired his Brother that his Mother might returmhem,
to prevent his being hung up in his Shirt. B/envit not
only named the Penitential Pfalm at the Place of Execution, but repeated the Words of it to the other Criminals, and fet the Tune to it.
Dickenfon faid he had ferv'd for feme Time as a Foot
Soldier under his Father, who had been a Lieutenant
and not a Major as he was commonly called.
Bleivit, Dickenfon, and Berry had provided Coffins,
not expefting to be hung in Chains. Bleivit defired
the Executioner to tie him up in the manner that he
might be fooneft out of Pain ; after which they all fix
mutually killed each other, and after fome private Ejaculations the Cart drew off, and Dickenfon was obferv'd
to die very hard, after he had hung about two Minutes,
the Agonies of Death being ftrong upon him, he kick'd
off one of his Shoes and loofened the other.
As for Blackburn who was executed with them for
robbing on the Highway, we Ihall only fay it was the
Perfon who fwore againft his Mafter Mr. Huntridge,
fome Time fince ; he was grofly ignorant and illiterate,
and behav'd himfelf very flupidly; he indeed acknowledged he had been a common Robber for feveral
Years paft, and vtry much infefted the Kingfton Road,
efpecially near the Place where they fufFered.
After they had hung the ufual Time they were cut
down, Blackburn^s Boay was carried off in a Coach by
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the Surgeons ; the Bodies of the othet^ fix were brought
in a Waggon to t\vi New-Goal in Southivark, where
they were put into Irons; Bumnvorth and Bleivit were
hung up in St. George^i-TieUs, near the Place where
the Faft was committed ; Dickenfon and Berry were
hung upon Kennington-Common, but by Leave from the
Government, the Body of Dickenfon (in Regard to his
Father's Services in the Army, who loil his Life at the
Siege of Air in Flanders, where he behav'd gallantly) was
taken down, after hanging one Day, and delivered to his
Friends to be interr'd ; and Legee and Eiggs were hung
up in Chains on Putney-Common going to Kingflan.
They were executed at Kingjion Gallows on Saturday
the izth of April 1726.

fhe Behaviour and Confejfion of Anthony
Drury, for robbing Mr. Elridge on the
Highway, of two hundred and ten Guineas^
and eighty half Guineas.
HE was about 28 Years of Age, defcended of honed Parents, who were People of Credit and
Reputation, and gave him good Education, bat did not
put him to any particular Employment, they left him
in pretty good Circumftances. He lived at feveral
Places after he left Norfolk where he was born, particularly in the City of Oxford, at Bicefter, and at Andmier in Buckinghatnfhire, where he refided ' and kept
Houfe when he committed the Robbery for which he
was executed. Altho' he wa? not bred to any Employment, .yet he faid, he underftood the 'Bricklaying Buiinefs, and that he had the Art of curing fmoaky Chimnies! this was the Reafon why he commonly paft under
the Nick Name of the Chimney DoBor. He faid that
his Father left an Eftate of about 200 /. a Year to him,
but none of his Acquaintance who came to vifit him,
knew
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knew of any fuchEflatC} yet owned that he lived in
very good Credit, and that he had made very confiderable Profits by curing fmoaking Chimnies. Some few
Years ago he married a Widow at Oxford, who had an
E'ilate and Money to the Value of 1500/. as was reported by tliem who knew him ; but he faid, that all
the Fortune he got by her did not exceed 5.001. He
appeared to be a young Man of indifferent good Underftanding, and of a pliable civil Temper. In Chapel
he always appear'd very devout in Prayer, and attentive to what Exhortations were given him, and when
I faw him in his Room, he was ftill employ'd in reading Books of Devotion, in order to prepare him for
Death. Both before and after the Report was made
he ufed all poffible Means for obtaining a Reprieve,
the Thoughts of which difturb'd and diftrafted his
Mind in preparing for Eternity j and altho' Interceffion
was mr.de by Men of eminent Note, yet his Crime was
look'd upon to be fo heinous, that no Favour could be
obtain'd. Two Days before his Death he began to
give over all Thoughts of Life, and to he more ferious
in preparing for Eternity, and to think upon receiving
the Sacrament, wi.ich was accordingly adroiniftred him
by a Reverend Clergyman, who was fo good to vifit
him during his mifeii.ble Confinement; and before the
Sacrament was given him, he made a free Declaration
of his Faith, and tLat he was in Peace and Friendfhip
with all Mankind ; for lie Lad frequently made grievous Complaints of his Wife, calling her unnatural and
cruel to him, in neither vifiting nor writing to him in
the Time of his extreme Calamity. He indeed write
to iier himfelf,. a^ did fome others at his Defire, earneftly defiring her to come to Town, and confer with
him about fome Affairs before his Death, and to fee if
fhe with the AiTutance of a Gentleman whom he defir'd to come up witli ner, could do any Thing in order to obtain a Reprieve ; but (he fent no Anfwer to
him, only tne Gentleman M'hom he defired to come
along with her, fent a Letter to him, making an Excufe
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cufe both for Mrs. Drury and himfelf, that (lie was extremely lame, and had no Money to bear her Expences
in fuch a Journey, much lefs to fupply him in his Diftrefs; and the Gentleman himfelf faid, that he was
very much indifpofed of a violent Cold, and was in a
Hurry about his own neceffary Affairs. Mr. Drury
among other Motives to induce his Wife to come to
Town, defired her not to negleft to do it, that fhe might
redeem fome Silver Plate which he had pawn'd here in
Town for 24 /. to relieve himfelf in his preffmg Neceflicies when in Prifon at Neivgate, which Plate was
worth more thaa double the Sum which was lent upon
it. This fhe anfwer'd by her Friend's Letter, that if
any Man would redeem tlie Plate Ihe would repay him,
and gratify him fufRciently for his Trouble. Mr. Drury
concluded that his Wife was not willing he fliould live,
but as he faid, he frankly and from his Heart forgave
her. As to the Crime for which he fuffer'd, he faid
that he never was a wicked Liver, but had follow'd his
Bufmefs in an honeft Way up and down the Country,
which he found beneficial, the' his Wife thinking it
mean and reproachful, and did what fhe could to perfuade and hinder him from following it. He complain'd
indeed that his Marriage being unequal as to Age, was
an uncomfortable State of Life to him, his Wife having
been of a fretful uneafy Temper, and perpetually jealous of him without any juft Caufe.
He faid that he never was, nor never intended to be
a Robber or a Highwayman, and that he was never
guilty of Theft, excepting the particular Faft for which
he died, which he was prefled upon by another to commit, and the Perfon who advifed him to it (was Robert
King the Waggoner,) who was to have the one half of
the Booty whatever it happen'd to be ; and who at feveral Times had urg'd him to rob his Waggon as it
was going from Bicefter to London, faying, You may do
it ivith the greatejl Eafe imaginable, for no manner of
Oppofition Jhall be made, yea, youfiall be rather eticoiira^d
and foriuarded in your Attempt. Till he, Was thus lolhcited

[66]
kdted he faid, he had no Temptation to betake himfelf to the Highway, being capable to live upon what
he and his Wife had, like a Gentleman in the Country.
A Gentlewoman who waited on Mr. Drury two or three
Days when he was firft under Sentence faid, That as
fhe was going out in a Chaife with Mr. Drury from
London to Ando'ver, King the Waggoner met them, and
defired Mr. Drury to come out, for he wanted to fpeak
with him, they going oiF from,the Chaife at a good
Diftance, the Gentlewoman could only hear the Waggoner fay, That he need not he afraid, and that he ivas
fore to get tvhat he ^wanted, or to that Purpofe ; but
flie knowing nothing of their Bufinefs at that Time,
could make no Judgment of the Words fhe heard pafs
between them : 'Tis ftrange indeed, that Mr. Drury
fhould rob a Waggon in which fo many People were,
(other Waggons alfo being in Company, and going
the fame Way) without the leaft Oppofition being
offered him. The Day before his Death he again relieved upon his Wife's Cruelty and Brutiflinefs, (as he
called it) in not fending Money, or coming to him, being to leave the World fo fuddenly, and faid, tho' he
had been one of the moft wicked Men, yet fhe could
not deny him to be her Hulband, and as fuch, he conceived that file was bound in Duty to wait upon and
affift him. I told him, however undutiful his Wife
was, yet as a dying Man he fhould not entertain in
his Mind the leaft Refentment againft her, but fhould
confider the heinous Crime he had committed, having
thereby difgrac'd not only himfelf, but alfo his Wife
and Family: This he acknowledged, and appearing a
little eafy, he declar'U as a dying Man, and one who
expefted Mercy from God, he freely forgave all Injuries done him. The Evening before he fuffered, a
Woman came to his Room Door in the Prifon, and
begged to fpeak a Word with him, he went to the
Chamber Door, the Woman expreffing her Sorrow to
fee hita in that Condition faid, ' That Ihe was defir'd
' by a Per&n to whom flie had been Servant, to be
' inform'd
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' inform'd by him, what he had to fay about the Wagr
' goner ? He reply'd. That neither the Thoughts o
' robbing the Waggons or any Thing elfe, ever enter'd
' into his Head till the Waggoner advifed, and Frequently
' urg'd him to do it; and that his Blood, the Lofs of his
' Life, and all he had in this World lay upon him.' I
exhorted him to give over all Thoughts of Life, and
to think ferioully upon Death, for he ftill entertain'd
Thoughts of a Reprieve, by the Intereft of a Man of
Qiiality, till his Time drawing near, he faid, tfiat he
fubmitted to the Will of God, who had juftly chaftifed
him for his Faults. I frequently advifed him to try
and fearch his Heart impartially, how it was difpofed
towards God and Heavenly Things, to which he had
been a Stranger, and not to caft the Blame upon any
Perfon, but on his own wicked Heart and vicious Inclinations. He own'd himfelf to be a great Sinner,
that he had been addifted to Whoring, but that he was
truly penitent for all his Offences, believing in Jefus
Chrill his only Saviour, thro' whofe Merits he only
cxpefted his- Sins to be expiated, and his Soul to be
faved in the great Day of the Lord, declaring himfelf
in Peace with all the World, and that he died in Communion of this Church, of which he owned himfelf
an unworthy Member.
At the Place of Execution he appear'd v.'ith abundance of Courage, as if he had not been much concern'd, and no ways afraid. Being afked if he had any
Thing to add to his former Confeiiions.? He began
and fpoke a good while, the Subftance of his Difcourfe
was. That King the Waggoner was the only Perfon
who put him upon and advifed him to rob the Waggon ; and that he advifed him alfo to rob the Banbury
Waggon, and his own Wife of 4 /. but that he got
only 2 or 3 j. from her ; he call'd King a very wicked
Man, and prayed God to forgive him, and bring him
to a Senfe of his Sin. He complained of his Wife's
Unkindnefs, whom he alfo forgave, praying to God
for her. At Neiugate Prifon before he went to Execution,
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cution, a Man faid, that he had married xine Mr. A'-'chols'i, Daughter in the City of AWw/c^ • who is Sifter
to the faid Man's Wife, and whom he left feven'iears
ago, having marry'd another Wife fmce. I asked him
about his multiplicity of Wives .? he wav'd a pofitive
Anfvver, faying, That he ivas loaded 'u'ith many Reproaches by numbers of People, ivhom he heartily /orga've.
And calling to a Gentleman who was at the Place of
Execution, he gave fomc private Diredlions relating to
the Settlement of his Eflate which he had before made.
He gave Advice to the Speftatois to live virtuous and
godly Lives ; and he hoped to be faved thro' the Merits
of Jefus Chrift, and died .-apparently penitent.
He was executed AW. 3, 172.6.

^he Behaviour and Confeffion of Robert
Hayncs, for the Murder of Edward Perry
in St. James'.f-Park.
HE was 21 Years of Age, defcended of honeft Parents in Ireland, and had acquir'd a tollerable
Knowledge in the Latin and Greek Tongues, and underftood the Principles of Chrillianity much better than
mofl of thofe miferable People who involves themfelves
in fatal Difafters and Calamities. His- Father intended
to have made him a Sciiolar, but being reduc'd, and
not capable to do any Thing better for him, nor to put
him to any other Bufmefs; about two Years Time he
fent over for him to England, and lifted him in one of
the Regiments of his Majefty's Foot-Guards, and while
he was in the Service, he behav'd himfelf with much
Modefty and Difcretion. He was but lately come from
School, and (as he told me) had never additled himfelf
to vicious Habits. He appear'd to be a young, Man of
a calm Temper, not given to quarrelling, altho' he had
the
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the Misfortune to fall into a foolilh Quarrel about kiffmg a Woman in St. James's-Park, which coll him,
and the Man whom he rafhly murd'red, their Lives.
I frequently, when he was in Health, ask'd if the
Matter was, as the Evidence in favour of him had reprefented it ? To which he anfwer'd, that it was, adding, That he had no Thought or Defign of quarrelling
with any Perfon that Evening, and that what happen'd
was by meer Accident; for he having kifled one of the
two Women as they paffed by, and flie crying out, the
Men return'd upon him, and one of them ftruck him
upon the Shoulders and Head moft furioufly, but which
of the two, whether the Deceafed or Toms he could
not tell, it being a dark Evening, fo that he could not
difcern one from the other. Upon this, he faid, he
drew, and gave the unhappy Wound to Perry ; being
afked if Perry drew upon him I he faid he did, and
wounded him in the Thumb of his right Hand, and
pierC'd his Coat and Waiftcoat in the Rencounter.
This Account he Hood always to while he was in
Health, and deliver'd the fame to me as above fet
down, written and fubfcrib'd by himfelf as his lafl: Declaration ; and as he was to anfwer to God the impartial Judge in a ihort while. But immediately after
this, falling into a violent high Fever in the Hold, when
I vifited him there he held to his former Confeffion,
tho' afterwards recov'ring a little, when I vifited him,
he faid, he did not know whether Perry\ Sword was
drawn or not. This was afterwards he knew himfelf
to be included 'm the Dead Warrant, but ftill he faid,
he was fure he was wounded in the Thumb, and that
his Coat and Waiilcoat were thruft thro' Vv-ith a Sword,
which makes it probable, that a Sword had been drawn
upon him : He alfo faid, that Higgins and Osborn were
in his Company when the Misfortune happen'd, notwithilanding the contrary Evidence ; and that he was
no ways in Drink, having only drank part of two or
' three Quarts of Beer among four or five Men. Two
Days before his Execution he was fo much rccover'd.

[70]
that he came up to Chapel, where he again confirm'd
all as above declar'd, and faid he had no more to add as
to that particular.
He appear'd always to be very devout and ferious,
exprefled himfelf to be heartily grieved for all his Sins,
particularly for that unfortunate Rencounter he had
with Mr. Ferry, which prov'd of fuch fatal Confequence
to them both. He declar'd again, that he had never
been guilty of any capital Crime, excepting that ons
whereof he was convifted, and he was heartily forry
that fo unhappy an Aflion fliould have been committed by him, crying Night and Day to Almighty God
for Pardon for the fame, hoping and believing that he
ihould be purged and waflied in the Blood of Jefus,
(which fpeaketh much better Things than that of Ale])
from that and all his other Sins. He declared farther,
to the \txy laft, that he had never been addifted to vicious Praftices, but that he always ftudied to be regular
and fober, in his Deportment and Converfation. Some
Time before his Death he was \txy fick, but he Hill
exprefled a great Senfe of Religion, and crying to God
for the Pardon of his Sins, declaring that he had a firm
Belief that he fhould obtain Mercy from God, only upon Account of the Merits of Jefus Chrift, thro' whom
he expeiSed eternal Life and Salvation ; and that he did
not entertain Malice againft any Man, but freely forgave all Injuries, as he expefted Forgivenefs from Almighty God.

A Copy of a PAPER deliver'i hy Robert
Haynes to Mr. Applebee, the Evening
before his Execution, which he deftred might
he inferted in his Paper.
Good People,

~ A M to fufFer by Law an ignominious Death,
X (God's Will be done) which untimely End I never
expedted. I am a Youth, and it's about twelve Months
• fmce
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' fince I inllfted in his Majefty's Service ; the Charafter
' of my Behaviour in that Time, I will leave to my
' Acquaintance to declare.
' My Charafter was fufficiently teftified at my Tryal
' by Gentlemen of Worth and Honour. I pray God
' blefs them for their Chriftian Charity; I praife God
' my Refolution to live uprightly was no Conftraint.
' As for the .Caufe I fuffer, and the horrid Imputa' tion I am charged with, which is render'd Murder.
' [from my Soul I abhor it] I now declare as I expeft
,' Salvation, I am unjuftly accufed, but I freely forgive
' my Profecutors, as I hope to be forgiven ; for what
' I did was accidental, and in my own Vindication,
' the real Truth of which is as follows.
' The two Soldiers that were Evidence for me defir'd
' me to drink with them, as we return'd Home thro'
' the Fark, paffing by two Women, and being warmed
' with Liquor, I prefum'd to give one of them a Kifs,
' the other was a married Woman, and refenting my
'' Freedom, called out to her Hufband Edixiard Perry
' the Deceafed, and to Toms that walked before, both
* entire Strangers to me ; they returned, Toms advanced
' towards me abruptly, and ftruck me over the Head
' and Shoulders with a Stick, which ftun'd me ; he
' likewife urg'd the Deceafed to quarrel with me.
' The Deceafed (Perry) fwore he'd fee me out, and
' ftruck me with his Sword in the Seaboard over the
' Head, then he drew his Sword and made feveral
* Pafies at me, I ftill retreated, till provok'd to draw
' my Sword to preferve myfelf. This Affair was in
' the Night, I receiv'd a Wound in my right Hand
' Thumb, and a Thruft thro' my Coat. This I de' clare to be the whole Truth, as I fhall anfwer to my
' great God ; tho' my Profecutors Toms, and the De' ceafed Man's Wife fwore the Reverfe, which took
' Place to my Ruin. I pray God forgive them their
' TrefpafTes, as I hope Forgivenefs for my own. I
' pray God blefs my good Colonel for his Care and En•' deavours for my Safety, I pray God blefs him with
' length
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* length of Days, and Prpfperity in all his Under' takings. I thank God I never wronged Man, Wo* man, nor Child to my Knowledge ; nor was I ever
inclin'd to quarrel. I heartily beg of God Pardon
' and Forgivenefs for my Sins, and I confide in the
' M«rits of my dear Saviour who died for the World.
' I was baptized and bred a Member of the Church
' ef England, (the' an unworthy and unfortunate one)
' in which Communion I hope for Salvation thro' my
* bfeifed Redeemer.
' Have Mercy O Lord upon my Soul, according to
' the Multitude of thy Mercies, into thy Hands Icom' mend my Spirit O Lord, Amen.''
Sunday Feb. 12, 1726.

ROBERT HAYNES,

He was executed the 13 th of Feb. 1726.

1'he following is an Account which Edward
Bellamy ^(j'yf of himfelf while he was under
Condemnation in Newgate, for a Felony and
Burglary.
HE was born of honeft Parents, who gave him good
Education, and fitted him for Bufinefs in the
World. He was about 28 Years of Age, by Trade a
Taylor, in which Art he was very Ikilful, and might
have liv'd in Credit, and in an honeft manner, but
giving the Reins to his irregular Paffions, he addifled
himfelf to all manner of Wickednefs. About four
Years ago he marry'd, and liv'd only five Weeks with
his Wife, for being taken up for Theft, he was pat into Clerkenivell-Brideiveli, vi'here his Wife's Brother-inlaw came to him, and deur'd to know where his Profecutor liv'd, pretending to make Matters eafy, but inftead
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fiead of doing fo, he advifed him to profecute Bellamy %
upon which he refenting this fuppofed Injury, took up
an irrecontileable Prejudice againft his Wife and all her
Relations, never cohabiting with her any more. About
this Time he betook himfelf to his old Companion a
young Woman, whom he called Amey Fowler, who
pafled for his Wife above the Space of fix Year?, and
bore him feveral Children ; her he commeixled, and
faid, that flie was altogether ignorant of his Way of
life. This he defired to be publiftied, bccaufe the
World blamed her for his Misfortunes, as advifing him
to underJ-ake his villainous Attempts. About the Time
when he was engaged in his vicious Courfes, StreetRobberies were fo very frequent, that his Majeily in
-Order -to prevent the growing Evil, iHlied out the following Proclamation on Friday March i, 17,27-8-

By the KING a PROCLAMAriON,
for difco-vrring and apprehending Perfons
guilty of any Murder or Robbery in the
Streets of London or Weftminfter, or in
any Street or Htghway within Jive Miles
of the fame.
GEORGE R.
' WJ^^^^ ^^ "^^^ ^'^•^^ received Information,
* yy^ That frequent Robberies have of late Hfeen
' committed with open Force and Violence upon Our
' good Subjefts, paffing and re-paffing in the Publick
' Sxreets, and other Roads, in or near Our Cities of
' London TixAWeflminJler, to the great Annoyance of
' Our peaceful Subjeds, and in Defiance of Our Law*.
' which provide fevere Pur-ifliments againft fuch Of' fenders: We being firmly refolved to eyis.it Our
': Royal Care for the Prefervation of the Perfons and
"i Properties of Our loving Subjefts, ^d to put an ef-
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' feftual Stop to all fuch abominable Praftices, have
' thought fit, with the Advice of Our Privy Council,
^ to iffue this Our Royal Proclamation ; and for the En' couragement of all Perfons to be diligent in endeavoiir' ing to difcover and apprehend all fuch Oifenders, do
' hereby promife and declare, that any Perfon or Per' fons, who ftiall difcover and apprehend any Offender,
' who hath at any Time, within three Months laft
• paft, committed, or hereafter Ihall commit any Mur' der whatfoever, or any Robbery, with open Force
• and Violence in any Street, or other Highway, or
' Road in Our Cities of London or Wejlminfter, or with' in five Miles round the fame, fo as fuch Offender be
' convifted of the feid Offences, or any of them, Ihall
' have and receive for every fuch Offender fo appre' hended and convicted as aforefaid, the Sum of One
' Hundred Pounds Sterling, over and above all other
' Rewards, to which fuch Perfon or Perfons may by
' any Aft of Parliament be entituled: Which faid Sura
' of One Hundred Pounds for every Offender fo appre' hended and convifted, as aforefaid, the Commiffioners
' of Our Treafury, or Our High Treafurer of Great' Britain for the Time being, are hereby direfted and
' required to pay accordingly, without any further or
• other Warrant in that behalf: And if the Perfon fo
• difcovering and apprehending any Offender guilty of
• any fuch Murder or Robbery, as aforefaid (except the
' Perfons aftually giving a Wound in any fuch Mur' der) fhall have been an Accomplice in any fuch Mur• der or Robbery, and by Reaion thereof fhall fland
' in Need of Our moft Gracious Pardon. We do here• by further promife and declare, that fuch Perfon (hall
have Our moft Gracious Pardon. And we do hereby flriftly charge and command all Our Juftices of
the Peace, and all other Our Officers whatfoever, that
they do ufe their utmoft Diligence and Endeavours in
their feveral Places and Stations, to find out, difcover,

and apprehend any fuch Offenders, upon Pain of Our
high DifpleafuTf.
Ghi

MiJi
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Given at Our Court at St. James'j iif z<^th
Day o/" February 1727-8, and in the Firft
Tear of Our Rsign,
God Save the KING.
Soon after the ifTuing the abo%'e Proclamation, Martin Bellamy was feized by one Mr. Palmer a Conftable,
at the Boar s-Head a Conks Shop in Monm'jiith-ftycet ;
and being cany"d before Mr. Juftice Giffhrd, was committed to Neiv-Prifon in order to a farther Examination,
he feeming willing to make fome Difcovery of liis Accomplices, in order to take the Benefit of the Proclamation above-mention'd.
As the Report of his being feized alarm'd feveral of
his Companions, fo it likewife induced divers others,
fome out of Curiofity, and others out of a real Defire
to enquire after their Loffes to go and fee him, and
amongll the reft, a certain NevJs-moiiger,'^\\'ho coUefted
Matters for one of the ])aily News Papers, went to him,
and with his natural Front of Afllirance, and without
any Authority at all, pretended to be employ'd by the Right Honourable the L
dT
d, and Sir R—.t
JV
pk, for the Deteftion of Street-Robbers, and
that if he would make a particular Confeflion of the
feveral Crimes he was guilty of, and difcover his Accomplices, he fliould have the Benefit mention'd in the
faid Proclamation, and a free Pardon ; in Expcitatiou
whereof, and upon a Belief, that he was fo employ'd,
the faid Bellamy gave him the Particulars of feveral
Fafls he had committed and been concerned in, and the
Names of feveral of his Accomplices, in Hopes a proper Ufe Ihould have been made thereof.
But contrary to his Expeftation, the next Morning
the Publick were entertain'd in the Daily Journal, wittt
an iroperfeft Recital of feveral Robberies and Burglaries
committed by the faid Bellamy, and the Names of divers Perfons who had been concern'd therein, even before the Method had been ufed to apprehend them, in
D 2
order
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ordtT to bring them to Juftice, by v/hich means tl-.ey
had timely Notice to make their Efcapes, to the Prejudice of the Publick, and it being fuppofed tliat this Intelligence had been inferted in the before mention'd Paper by Bellamy's Direftions, before any IVIethods had
been ufed for apprehending the I-'erfons therein named
as his Accomplices, as a Warning for them to make
their Efcapes; the Proceeding was refented, and inftead
< f his being admitted as an Evidence againft them, acjcorJing to his ExpetTation, he was order'd to take his
Trial for fome of thofe very Fads he had confefled.
And on -Thurjday the 29th of Februaiy he was tried at
J ufikc-liall in the Old-Bailey, and convifted of Felony
and Barglary, in breaking open the Shop of Giles liolli(lay, and taking thence 12 lb. of fewlng Silk, and 20
pair of worfted Stockings, value 15 /.
After the Dead Warrant came down, he feem'd de£rous the Publick fliould be apprized of his Life, and
the many illegal Fafts he had committed ; and after
v.'l'.at has been already mention'd, we fhall only premife
that he was a Perfon who had been favour'd withalibsral Education, and had for fome Years liv'd in good
Jlcpute and Credit. In his Temper he was naturally
brisk and gay, and affefted an Air of undaunted Carelefsnefs in his Difcourfe and Behaviour, and thought it
Pufilanimity ajid Cowardice to fliew any Fear or Terror at the Approach of Death, but would difcourfe
tJiereof >vith the greateft Indifferency imaginable, as the
R.eader wjli readily perceive from the following Lines
which he himfelf diftated in his Cell at Newgate.
It will ,be enough, fays he, to inform the Town,
where I am fo well known, have fo long liv'd and
ferv'd iny Apprenticefhip, that my Name is Martin Bellamy, a Perfon as fapious in my Profeffion (I mean
this for which I am now to fuffer) as my Predeceflor
Jack Sheppard, tho' my Indiftment has indeed farther
particulariz'd and diftinguiftied me by the Name of
Martin Bellamy of the Pariih of St. Katheriae Cree-

Qlmrch, London, Aad as the Publick will not be curious
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bus to know the Exploits of my j'avenal Years, tKey
not being attended with any Particulars extraordinary,
or uncommon to Youth of that Age, I ihall pafs them
over, that I may have Time to fpeak tlie more largsiy
to the unhappy and calamitous Part of my Life, and
thofe Offences I have committed, and for which I am
fiilling a Sacrifice to Juitice.
'Tis now fome Years fuice by falling into ill Company, I was induc'd to become one of their Society,
and as we were willing to fupport ourfelves in a more
fplendid manner than our Circumibinces Vv'OulJ adinit
of, we readily perfued any Means that we believ'd might
fupport our Extravagancies, and firft we made a Praftice to vifit Tradefmens Shops in the Evening, when
{being three or four in Company) whilft one of us was
buying a pair of Buttons, Buckles, or any fuch Things,
the others were as induftrioufly employ'd in removing
fuch Matters as we thought might fatisfy us for our
Trouble, or ferve to defray the Expence of the Day,,
which Things were by a fort of Legerdemain convcy'd
from one to the other, till they were infenfibly vaniih'd, and if we once laid our Fingers upon them,
we furely made them our own; by this Means have
we in an Evening pick'd up at feveral Places, fometimes ten, twenty, or thirty Silver fnuff-boxes, and
other Things, at Goldfmiths, Toy-fhops, and fuch
Places.
At other Times we went out upon the Sneak in ths
Evening, i;zz. that is, going from Street to Street, and
obferving what Things of Value lay in or near the
Windows of Shops, Parlours, or Dining Rooms, we
ufed to lift up the Saih with a Chifel, and fnatch out
any Parcel of Value, even in the Sight of feveral Perfons who might be in the Room at the fame Time,
and before they could recover themfelves from the Sar-prize the fuddennefs of the A<5lion threw them i ito,
we ufed to get oiF, At other Times flipping off our
Shoes if we iaw the Coall clear, we wou'd v en:-ire
into a Room and hand out any Thing to our Co.npanions, wlio flood ready to receive the lame.
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This was the ufual Method I praftifed for feveral
Years, without attempting any Thing farther; but I
fboiiJd have mention'd that before this I forged a Note
for 16/. in the Name of Mr. Kathaniel Wood Diftiller
in South-ivari, with which faid Note I bought of Mr.
Manning in King-ftreet, Wejiminfter, divers Cambricks,
Muflins, and other Goods ; but the Forgery being foon
difcovered, and myfelf found out, I was apprehended
and coiBmitted to Ckrienivell-Bridenxiell, which coming
to the Ears of my Wife's Relations, (for I had been
marry'd fome Time to one Sarah Carwer, who liv'd in
Feiur-Lane, but from a Difagreeafeleneis in our Tempers, we never cohabited together abore five Weeks,
which was one Reafon of my applying myfelf to ill
Courfes) this Fad, I fay, coming to her Ears, her Brother-in-law came to me whilfl in Cuftody, and pretending to commiferate my Condition, offered his Service to
make up the Matter with Mr. Manning, and in Hopes
thereof, I inform'd him where Mr. Manning liv'd: Having thus got what he wanted, away he goes to Mr.
Manning, but not with fuch paciiick Intentions as I expefted ; for I had too much Reafon to believe he was
very inflrumental in aggravating the Profecution againfl
me, which Imayjuftly fay, was one, if not the chief
Occafion of my taking thofe ill Courfes I have fince
done j for upon my Commitment to Neiugate, I became
acquainted with the whole Family belonging to that
Manfion-Houfe, and by their Perfuaiions was the more
readily drawn into a Preparation of thofe Fadls for
which I fuffer.
Being thus enlifted into the Society, I apply'd myfelf
to my new Gilling as diligently as poffibly I could, tho'
nt feveral Times I occafionally work'd at my own ProfciTion in many Parts of the "Vovra, wherein I behaved
faithfully. And now it was that I became acquainted
with the inimitable "Jonathan Wild, at whofe Levee I
frequently paid my Attendance ; but obferving the Method in which we were treated by him, and the extravagant Gain he made by our Labour, I was induced

to
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to praftice upon him myfelf, which I did in the follov/ing Manner, 'via.
I had obferv'd that one WUdgoofe, a Chamberlain at
an Inn in SmithfieU, had frequently lent him Money,
either upon his Note or Word only, and therefore refolving to try if he would not do the like Favour for
me, but being altogether a Stranger to his Perfon, and
well knowing that where Friends are neceffitated to borrow Money of each other, there is generally fonie
Motives of Intereft made ufe of as an Inducement, or
at leaft a good Security to be expeiEled, much more between two fuch Strangers as Mr. WUdgoofe and myfelf,
the beft Expedient I could propofe was, to fee if I cou'd
induce my good Friend Jonathan, to do me the Favour
as fo be Security for the Re-payment thereof, or rathet for him to take the whole upon himfelf, for indeed
1 had an Averfion to the borrowing Money, upon
Terms of Re-payment, knowing full well there are
fuch Things as Serjeants, Bailiffs, Catchpoles, and Officers, who will be very impertinent upon fuch Occafions;
yet from Jonathan's Temper, having little Reafon (had
my Intentions been ever fo honeft) to expefl; he would
oblige me fo far as to be bound for the re-payment
thereof, I therefore refolv'd to make him ftand alone,
not with me but for me, and from the Acquaintance of
his Correfpondents, and Hand Writing, I drew a Note
for the Sum of lo Guineas upon Mr. Wildgeofe beforemention'd, and fign'd it in the Name of Jonathan Wild,
and by the help of fome particular Tokens, carry'd it
to Mr. Wildgeofe, who fuppofmg it to be right, without
Hefitation advanc'd the Money, which I put up and
came away ; the Succefs of this was more pleafing to
me then ten times the like Sum would have been from
£ny other Perfon, becaufe I may boldly fay, that in,
doing thereof, I had now taken in the moft knowing
Man in the Kingdom, (to fpeak in his own Fhrafe and
Expreffion) and thereby bit the great Majier of our Or-,
der. But many Days pafled not over, but (upon an Interview) Mr. Wildgoafe tells Jonathan he h^ credited
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his Draught, by advancing the i o Guineas therein defired; this Non-plufh'd Jonathan, and occafion'd their
comparing Notes a little more narrowly, when to the
Surprize of both Parties, the Forgery {altho' it appear'd
plain, yet) had been fo well concerted, that they were
doubtful of the Honour of each other, but upon the
Chamberlain's Defcription of the Perfon who had
brotight the Note and receiv'd the Money, I was by divers Circumftances adjudgM to be the Perfon, and my
not having paid my Attendance at Jonathan's, Levee for
fome Days paft, confirm'd the Sufpicion, and Orders
were given to his Domeftick Attendants, ^ilt Armld,
Abraham the Jetv, Andrenxi Wild, Ifaac Ilky, and
ether of Jiis Janiaaries, to look out Iharp after me, of
which I receiv'd {oxnt. Information, and endeavour'd to
ftun them, but could not long efcnpe falling into their
Hands, for they one Evening got Scent of me at a Houfe
where I frequented in White-Fryars, and fearching the
fame, found me conceai'd in the Garret up three Pair
t^ Stairs, the EifeiSs whereof was, that a Meflenger was
immediately difpatch'd to find out Jonathan, and acquaint him that the Prey was fallen into their Hands,
whilft the other having fecur'd the Doors, attended as
a Guard upon my Perfon, fo that there was no poffibility of an Efcape, unlefs out at the Garret Window,
and which was moft dangerous ? A Leap from thence
down three pair of Stairs, or to face the ireful Jonathan f But whilft I was thus fecurely attended by the
before-mentioned Perfons, obferving (a fometime fatal,
tho' then a ufeful and neceftary Implements lying in
the Window, 'viz.) a long Cord, I faften'd one End
thereof unperceiv'd, to the Window, and then throwing
myfelf wkh the other, I was down upon the Ground
almoft as foon as my Attendants could get a Sight of
what I was doing, who had only juft Time to peep out
after me before I bad them Farewel. Thus I once
more gained n^y Liberty, and rang'd the Streets for
fome Time, yet knowing Jonathan's EmifTaries were
about in every Corner, and that 'twould be impolEble
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I could long continue at large, I thought it Prudence to
make fome Overtures of Accommodations, but whihl
the Treaty was in Agitation, I was furrounded at a
Brardy-Shop in Chancery-Lane, by the before-mention'd
Perfons one Night, about Eleven o'Clock, who feiz'd
me, and hurrying me into a Coach, carry'd me avvay
to the Elephant and Caftle in Fleet-Lane, from whence a
Deputation from my Body Guard was difpatch'd to Jar,athan, to inform him of my being in Salvo Ciijhdia ;
but to my good Fortune Jonathan v.'as then in Bed, arid
whether he refolv'd to win upon me by my good Nature, or that he was unwilling to rife 1 know not, bat
he direfted them to difcharge me, telling them, that he
had taking my Word for my Appearance, and that I
might attend at his Levee next Morning in fafety ; as I
knew his Temper too well to be trifled with, and that
this Aft of Indulgence would be attended with another
of Severity if J! did not comply, I was difmifled out of
Cuftody for the prefent, and the next Morning had the
Honour of treating my Benefaftor with a Breakfaft at
the Baptift-liead I'avern in the Old-Bailey, where by
way of Attonement for his. Trouble in. my Affair, I prefented him with five Pieces, which prov'd fo good a
Cordial, that all my Tranfgreffions were to be buried in
Oblivion, and Jonathan engag-d for Mr. Wildgoofe, that
wpon my giving him a Bond for his i o Guineas, the
Note I had forg'd fhould be deflroy'd, fo as never to
rife up in Judgment agaioft me for the future ^ accordingly Wildgoofe was fent for,, and upon his Appearance,,
my indulgent Mafter Jonathan ufed fuch Methods of
Perfaafion,. as induc'd my incenfed Adverfary to agree,
and accept of a Bond for the faid Sum of lo Guineas,
to_ be paid I know not when, and that the Forgery
might not be detefted, the Note was- delivered up and
committed to the Flames, to prevent its ever appearing
in Judgment againft me; afterwards we regal'd out
felves, and having receiv'd fome private Document.'!
from my old Mafter Jonathan, we feverally parte;d for
ihspxefent, and as I prefume, each very well pleafed
P 5
with.
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<vith the Succefs of tlie Day; I, under no Apprehenfion
of farther Trouble on Account of this Note, my old
Mafter fatisfied that he had fav'd a young Pupil from
the Severity of the Law, and Mr. Wildgoofe in Hopes of
being re-paid fome Time or other, but as I acfenowledge to have often promifed to fatisfy the aforefaid
Bond when xny Circumftances would permit, and fmce I
have not either had it in my Power or Inclination to
be fo punftual as I believe he expefted, if he thinks fit
to apply himfelf to my Reprefentative Richard Arnold,
Efq; whom I do hereby nominate and appoint to be
full and fole Adminiftrator of all my EiFeds, Goods,
and Chatties; he will do him all the Juftice the Cafe
(confidering my prefent unhappy Circumftances) will admit oiF, and as he is a Bond Creditor, may reafonably
claim the Preference.
About nine Months Jince walking by the Royal-Exchange in an indolent manner, as if out of all Bufinefs,
and dellitute of any Employment, I had the ill Fortune
to light into Company with a Kidnapper, mix. one of
thofe honeft confcientious Gentlemen, whofe Profeffion
was to Ipirit People away to the Plantations, under
Pretence of helping them according to their Merits into
Polls, and Places of Honour and Profit. I fay the ill
Fortune, becaufe I fpent more Time in attending his
Worfhip, then the Benefit I gain'd by him would compenfate for ; tho' 'tis likely he may be fo uncharitable
as well as unconfciable to turn the Tables upon me,
and fay the Devil ow'd him a Spight when he threw
me into his Company. This Fellow, I fay, I fell into
Company with, and foon fmoaked his ProfelTion, and
tho' I believed him to be a Knave in his Heart, yet
'twas not jny Bufinefs to tell him fo, becaufe I had other
Defigns in view, 'vix. to Ihew him a Specimen of my
Ingenuity, in order to which I readily comply'd with
every Propofition of his, and upon his reprefenting our
Plantations in America to be the Garden oi Eden for
pleafantnefs and variety, and the certain Profpeft an ipr

duilrioos Ferfon had of making hi« Fortiuie there. I
feemingly
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feemingly fwallow'd the Bait, and a's I was, or at lead
pretended to be, deftitute of all Employment, wiih'd 1
could be fo happy as to arrive at thofe belov'd Mandf^
pretending I was no ways averfe to work at the Bufinefs of my Profeflion in any Part of the World, could
I meet with a fuitable Encouragemert, but lamented
the Decay of Trade, and badnefs of the Times, and the
Hardlhips that an ingenious Perfon fuffers at Home by
being beating down in his Prices, and fet upon a Level
with the greateft Bunglers in the Way of their Calling ;
my expreiling myfelf to be thus difcontented, and
the Notion I had of reaping fuch vaft Profit and Preferment amongft the American Planters, gave my IJhmaellti/h Merchant fnch an Opinion of the Sincerity of my
Profeflion, that he repofed an entire Confidence in my
Pretenfions, and really imagined I was tally refolv'd to
embark with the firft Opportunity for thofe deleftable
lilands ; and my feeming Uneafinefs at every Delay,
the more confirm'd him in his Belief. Thus we fpent
feveral Days, and I had frequently the Honour to attend his Levee at the Bear Alehoufe in Threadneedk-Jireet,
behind the Royal-Exchange, where we amufed ourfelves
with the Hopes and Expedlations of our imaginary Succefs. He defcrib'd the pleafant Situation, healthful
Air, £^r. and told me of the many Letters of Thanks
he had received from divers Perfons whom he had fent
over thither, in no better Station than that I was propofing to go in, and the wonderful Succefs they had met
with, fome in the Way of their Profeflion, others in
that of Merchandife, Love, ^c. And that he did not
doubt but that I (hould meet with as good Encouragement as any of tliem : On the other Hand I aflur'd him,
I fo far confided in his Integrity and Ability, and had
fuch an entire Confidence in him, that I was firmly
perluaded he would not in the leafl: advife me to go,
did he not fully believe it would highly tend to my Intereft, and he (hould find I would be no ways un- •
grateful, but to the utmoft of my Ability acknowledge
bis KJndnefs in fach Returns as ftiy Gircumftances
D 6
>vould
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WouTd admit of, and the Place would afford. In tRfe
manner,, he full of Promifes, and I of Expeftations, wejwfled on for fome Days, during which he would frequently take me Home with him to his Wife, fo that I
was, as I may fiiy, lifted into the Family, yet I had
i3ot the Opportunity to (hew him any part of my ProfeiTion to Advantage, and Judging it to little Purpofe to
dance Attendance after him any longer upon no better
Foundation, than that of making my Fortune amonglt
a Company of Sun-burnt Molettoes, and fwarthy Negroes in the Weilern Parts of the World. I refolv'd ta
difcharge myfelf from his Service without the Troubleof bidding him a formal Farewel, or ufmg a great deal
of Ceremony at parting, and accordingly the next Day
he going out, I attended him along with fome others,
who were really 2Si fond of going a Fortune-hunting into the new found World, as myfelf was in appearance j
but he having forgot fomething at Home, deCrM the
Favour of me to ftep back to his Wife for the fame, accordingly I went, and this being what 1 wanted, told
her that her Husband was gone to the Lord-Mayor's
with fix Servants, whom he had engaged to go to the
Indies, but that he wanted Money to pay for the binding of them, and therefore he deiir'd llie would fend
two Guineas for that Purpofe; the Pretence was plaufible enough, and the good Lady Governefs fetch'd down
the Money accordingly, and gave me, with a Requeft
{hat her Hufband would make what Expedition he could,
which I promifed to deliver along with the Money, and
fo far comply'd with my Promife, tliat I never deliver'd
the one any m0r£ than the other, but let him cool his
Heels with waiting for my coming, whilft I marehed oiF
in queft of new Adventures, and thereby abfolv'd him
from all his fine Promifes.
It was an- ufual Cuftom amongft us to leok out in
the Day Time for fuch Shop or Houfe as we intended
to operate upon the Night following ; and about the
Clole of the Evening, or juft as the fame were lliutting

op, whillt ene of us was Jbuying fome little Matter,
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tlie others would take the Keys from out of the Pins iii
the Window, by which Means, in the Dead of the
Nit^ht, we could eafily take down the Sliutters, and
enter without Difficulty ; and in this manner did we
enter into moft of thofe Shops and Houfes that we
robb'd, which, in Juftice to the Publick I do here declare, that they may be the more cautious to prevent
thefe Praftices for the Time to come.
And alfo, that notwithftanding the various Means
we ufed to enrich ourfelves at the Expence of otliers,
whether by Houfe-breaking, Robbing, ijfc. either by
Day or Night, we always found the moft beneficial
Time was from a little before Candle-light,.'till about
I o of the Clock, and that what we pick'd up in that
Time ufually exceeded tlie whole Day's Gains befides.
For the Satisfaftion of thofe who are curious to
know the particular Crimes I have committed at Times,
I fhall here add a Lift of all my Burglaries and StreetRobberies, as for divers Fafts committed upon the Sneaky
and in Shop-lifting, I muft declare the greateft Part of
them are efcaped my Memory j but they were generally fpeaking fuch as robbing Goldfmiths and Toy-Shops
Show-Glafles, Uojlers, Milliners Shops, k3c.
At & Goldfmiths in RuJJel-Court, after having in Company with two more of the fame Frofeflion, broke the
Shutter, juft as I was endeavouring to go otF with the
Show-Glafs, a Man jump'd up with a Blunderbufs, and
levelling it at us, obliged us to quit our Prize, and
feek our own Safety by Flight ; but at a Toy-Shop near
the before-mention'd we had better Succefs j for having in the Evening unkeyM the Window, about Two
o'clock in the Morning we took down the Shutter, and
getting in with as little Noife as poffible, found the
Maid fitting by the Fire-fide, fhe fqueak'd out at the
Sight of us, but we foon oblig'd her to be filent, and
fit ftill, whilft we had perfefted our Defign, and having
open'd the Show-Glafs, carry'd off all the Snuft-boses

therein.
By

[ S6]
By the fame means we got into a Tea-Shop in Shfediuh, and with the Help of a chopping Knife, endeavour'd to force open the Door of an adjoining Room,
in which the over Night we had feen a Sum of Money,
as we judg'd about 200 /. but we could not execute our
Defign; however we carry'd off about eight or ten
Pound of Tea, feven Loafs of Sugar, and 3 j. € d. in
Money, leaving the Drawer in the Entry.
A JVorfied and Stocking-Shop likewife in Wide-gateAlley in Bijhopfgat'e, we robb'd in the fame manner, by
having taken the Key out of the Pin in the Window in
the Evening, whilft we went in under Pretence of cheapning feme Goods.
We attempted a Linncn-Drafer's Shop in Bljhopfgaleftreet, one Sunday about Ten of the Clock at Night,
and had bor'd and cut the Shutters in order to efFeft our
Delign, but were hind'red in the Execution by a Woman
who came by, and faw us at Work, who knocking at
the Door alarm'd the Family, upon which we march'd
off) and left our Delign unfinift'd.
At a Toy-Shop m Sn.vithin'i-JHey, Cornhill, about IZ
o'clock at Night, we broke off the Padlock from the
Shop, but could not afterwards get it open, upon which
we went to work upon the Window, and with a great
deal of Difficulty, forc'd off the Groove, upon which
all the Shutters fell down with fuch a terrible Noife,
that we expefted it muft have alarm'd all the Neighbourhood, which oblig'd us to make our Efcape, after
having been at Work upon it near three Hours, in all
which Time we were not interrupted by any Perfon,
the Watchmen, being as 1 fuppofe, regaling themfelves
at the Ale-houfe, for from Twelve until Three none of
them came by, to prevent the Execution of our Deiigns.
We fucceeded better at a Shoe-maierh Shop in the
fame Alley, about the fame Time, which we broke
open j as we did before at another Shop within a few
Doors thereof, about a Week before, from whence wc
got eight Watches.
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A Barber's Shop near George-Tar^, one Sunday Night
we ftrip'd off all the Wiggs that we could find, and
not knowing well how to difpofe thereof, let an old
Comrade have them, who afterwards inform'd us, that
he had deck'd up the Prifoners in the King^s-Bench
therewith, having difpofed of them all in that Place.
A Shoemakers Shop in Eaftcheap we enter'd in the
like manner to the others, but after we had pack'd up
the Shoes in Bags, and were carrying tliem off, the
Watchman coming by difcover'd us, and endeavouring
to ftop us, we knock'd him down with a Bag of Shoes,
but were obliged to walk off without our Booty.
Mr. Martin's a Siherjmith in Bride-lane we brokeopen, and carry'd off the Show-Glafs with the Goods,
to the amount of about 50 /. which we emptied, but
left the Glafs with fome trifling Things in an Alley
adjoining; we fold the Plate and Goods at 3 j. 6 d. per
Ounce, to one who is at prefent out of the Kingdom.
Being out one Night upon the Sneak with fome others of the Profeffion, as we paffed by the Pump in
Bijhopfgate-jireet, we faw a Maid Servant come out of
a Houfe, who was going to a Tavern, and judging we
might make ufe of that Opportunity to flip in, it being a brafs Spring Lock, we turned the fame round,
and entered without being difcover'd, and ufed fo much
Expedition, that before Ihe return'd we remov'd about
one hundred Pieces of Black and White, and other Stuffs
and Goods, and amongfl: them a Woman's Scarlet
Cloak, and got off again undifcover'd.
As we were upon our Rambles, looking out for a
Ken which might prove advantagious, we paffed by
Grays-Inn-Lane in Holhorn, we obferv'd a Tea Shop,
which we apprehended would prove a beneficial one,
we ventur'd to attack it, and with fome Difficulty
entered; but were no fooner in, than a Man jump'd
out of Bed and bawl'd out, Thie'ves ! Heigh ! What are
you at ? Watch ! Watch ! and growing more clamorous,
the Watch being within hearing, we were obliged to

march off without effefting our Intentions; my two
Com-
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Companions who were next the Street went off 15rlf,'
and paffed by the Watch who were coming up, i
threw the ChiiTels away wherewith we had broke open
the Shop, and accufed the Watch of their Negligence,
in hearing People call out Thieves and not coming up
to their Affiftance; ask'd them why they had not
floped the two Fellows who went by them juft before,
(I knowing them to be then out of their Reach) added,
I fuppofe you are Confederates with the Rogues, and
therefore won't ftir when People call out for Affiftance j
upon which they pafled by without taking any Notice
of me, however to avoid any Purfuit, J turned up .
Cajtk-Yard, and went clear ofF without Moleftation.
Having obferv'd a Tea Shop near Aldgaie, where
we believed we might meet with a confiderable Booty,
we refolv'd to attempt the fame, which we did, and
having got Entrance, were bufy in putting up fuch
Things as we intended to carry off; but 1 know not
upon what Occafion, the Maid Servant came down into
the Shop in her Shift only, upon which we concealed
ourfelves a-while, 'till ihe was going out again, vvhen
catching hold of her Shift, I obliged her to come
back again, and a little Inftruftioa made her an apt
Difciple; fo that to prevent her making a Difcovery,,
we oblig'd her to lie down upon the Floor with her
Shift Tail turn'd over her Head, that fhe Ihould not
have the Opportunity of feeing our Faces, and to lie in.
that Pofture 'till we had loaded ourfelves with fuch Necefl'aries as vv'e thought proper ; after which we took her
up, and turn'd her up Stairs, with Threats if flje oifer'd
to call out, or make any Difturbance, which Direflion
Ihe obferv'd, and we marched off with our Booty.
F'rom iVIr. Holhivay's in Biffsopjgatejlreet we took
\z lb. of fewing Silk, and about 5 /. worth of Stockings, to the Value of 15 /. in all. I inform'd Mr.Holh-way where his Goods were, fo that he might recover
them again. This was the Faft for which I was convifted, and the very Woman difcover'd by my Information was brought as an Evidence agaiml me.

At

[ hi
At a Tea Shop in Thames-jlreet, which we broke inta^
whilft we were ranfacking the fame, the Watchman
coming by, and fearing we fhouH be difcover'd, Ifeiz'd
the Watchman, and obliged him to put out his Candle,
to throw that with his Staff and Lanthorn into the
Thames, and flood Gentry over him with a loaded Piftol, 'till my Companions had loaded themfelves with
divers Quantities of Tea, and otlier Goods, to the- Value of about 20 /. which after they had carry'd off, I
difmiifed my Prifoner, and then went in qaelt of my
Partners.
At a Grocer's Shop in Alderfgate-fireet, after we had
pack'd up divers Goods, jufl as we were going off with
them, a Man called out at the Window to us, and ask'd
what we vi'ere doing, to which we anfwered, D
n
ye for a Son of a Bitch, nuhat Bufinefi have you at the
Windo-iu, ^ve'i'e a Mind to make omfel-ves Houfekeepers,
and intend to take the Key of the Door ivith us, that ive
inay let ourfelves in and out nvhen ive pleafe ; which accordingly we did, and having juft lock'd the Door, I
fuppofe the Man feeing us go away, either imagin'd we
had not been in, or elfe durit not come down Stairs, for
about two Hours afterwards we came again, and with
the Key open'd the Door, and went into the Shop,
and ferv'd ourfelves with feveral Loaves of Sugar and
other Grocery Ware, with which we went away unmolefled.
An old Woman's Slop Shop at the lower End of Shadniuell we robb'd of all the Coats, Jackets, Caps, and
other Accoutrements, leaving the old Woman who kept
it fafl afleep, we found two Dogs in the Shop, who
began to make a Noife at us, the one we kick'd out of
Doors, and having broke the Neck of the other,
afterwards flung him into the Thames.
We open'd a Stocking Shop in Coleman-Jlreet, and
having filled two Bags full of Goods, we carry'd off
the fame into Moor-Fields, and willing to make the bell
ufe of our Time, emptied the fame on the middle of
one of the Quarters, and return'd back to the fame
Shop,
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Shop, where we filled our Bags again, and then went
clear off, carrying away at both Times as we computed, about 70 /. worth of Goods.
Within eight or nine Doors of the Gate^-houfe at
Weftm'injler we attempted another Shop, but juft as we
had boared and cut thro' the Shutters, the Maid and
Miilrefs who were abroad, came Home and difturbed
us, fo that we were obliged to leave off without effeeting our Defign at that Place.
In St. CkmenCi Church-yard in the Strand, about
feven o'Clock one Evening in JaMuary, feeing a Woman alone in a Shop, and a P;v:cel of Handkerchiefs
lying in the Window, the Door being fhut, we ty'd
the fame with a two-penny Cord, and as foon as we had
fo done broke the Window, and fnatch'd out about fix
Score Handkerchiefs, with which we marched off, the
Woman faw us, and in vain attempted to run after us,
but could not get out of Doors.
Out of another Houie in Holhoru on the 6th of De~
tember, by the Help of a ladder, we got in at a Window up one Pair of Stairs, from whenge we carry'd off
a Velvet Suit of Men's Cloaths.
And at another Houfe we lifted up the Safh gently
and took out of the Window a Gold and Silver brocaded
Gown, as the Maid fat by the Fire feeding the Child.
In the like manner from the fix Cans in Fuller'^'
Merits, about fix o'Clock one Evening, we took about
12/. worth oi Cambricks, Lawns, i^c.
From a Houfe near Red-Lion-Square, hoifting up the
Salh, and fliping off my Shoes, I ventur'd in at the
Window, and brought off a Child's Cloak, a Velvet
Hood, and other Goods and Linnen which the Wafherwoman had juft brought Home, to the Value of 20 /.
and upwards,
An old Woman near Lekejler-fields, who ufed to deal
with us for Handkerchiefs and iuch like Goods, having
been too (harp for us upon fome Occafions, we refolv'd
to be even with her as foon as Opportunity permitted,
accordingly calling to fee her one Daj^ we fent her for
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a Pot of Drink, and in the Interim open'd a Box of
hers, and carry'd off two dozen of Handkerchiefs by
way of Compenfation, for the Injuftice fhe had done us,
the having been intrufted by us to difpofe of about i z /.
worth of Plate for us, but Ihe knowing how we came
by it, converted it to her own Ufe, and told us it was
ftop'd by the Goldfmith fhe offer'd it to, knowing full
well we durft not go to enquire after it.
As to any Street Robberies I never was concern'd in
more than three, viz.
The firft in Grocer's-Alky, where we ftopp'd a Man
about Nine o'Clock one Evening, and clapping the
Mouth of a Piftol into his Mouth, held it there whilft
two others rifled him of a Silver Watch ; we found 7 /.
in Money in his Pockets, but did not take it ; during
this Tranfaftion feveral People paffed clofe by us.
The fecond, of a Man under the Church Wall by
Alder/gate, whom we ftopt, and from whom we took a
Silver Watch and Chain, but without any Cafe, he
had 6;. ir. hi: Focket, which we left hi.T., but to prevent his purfuing us, we cut the Waillband of his
Breeches, fo that they hung down about his Heels.
The third was an old Woman in Petticoat-Lane, who
When we ftop'd her, afk'd us, if we were going to nap
her Cloy ? but we would not underftand her Cant,
otherwife than by ranfacking her Pockets, in which we
found but 2 d. upon which we turn'd her loofe again.
As to the Defign of attacking and robbing her Majefty, I do particularly declare, that I was no Ways
concern'd in the fame} altho' I do believe there was
fuch a Scheme concerted, having heard it fpoke of fe^
veral Times when in Company, and tliat it might bo
efFcfted upon her Majeily's coming into the City.
Having thus given an Account of all the particular
Fadls I was any Ways concern'd in, and likewife of the
Methods we took to perpetrate the fame, I fhall here
take Notice, that we were encourag'd to commit feveral of them from the Negligence of the Watchmen in
divers Places, many of them being fiiperanuated and
decrepit
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eJecrepit old Men, who will take every Opporfunit/ to
avoid and negleft their Duty, efpeciatly if the Seafoa
is intemperate, or they apprehend any Danger.
As to my Crime in general, I am fmeereiy ferry for
the fame, and if I iiad had the Favour of being admitted as an Evidence, as I had Reafon to expeft 1 fliould,
from what Mr. Juftice G
</ promifed me, I be^
lieve I could have been inftrumental, not only in
making a very great Difcovery, but of helping, all the
before-mention'd Perfc;;s to their Goods again, or as
leaft, a valuable Coniiueration for the fame j but as I
was defeated of that by the Means before-mention'd,
I muft lay the immeiiiate Caufe of my Death to that
worthlefs Wretch, who came to me in the Names of
the Lord T
d and Sir M
/W
e, (tho' I
am fully fatisfied without their Privity] and thereby
got from me part of that ConfelTion I was preparing
to lay before Juflice G
d, and fo bafely occafion'd
its being inferted the next Day in the Dai/y Journal,
which Proceeding was refented by the Court at the QldBaiky, (when I pleaded for Favour on the Score of tJie
Information I intended) as if I had caafed it to be inferted, in order to give my Companions Notice of the
Danger that attended them, that they might provide for
their Safety ,• thro' which Means feveral of them got
olf, and for the prefent efcaped that Juftice I muft now
fubmit too, and I am depriv'd of the Benefit of that
Mercy I might poflibly have had.
Thus far we have given the Reader an Account of
the feveral Fafts, i^c. committed by this unhappy Perfon in the manner he himfelf deliver'd it, and ihallnow
obferve, that till the Friday he appeared very gay and
jocofe in his Temper, and, as an Inftance thereof, gave
it out that he intended to be in his Shroud at Chapel
on Sunday the Z4th of March 1728, and to go in the
fame manner to the Place of Execution the Wednefiay
following: but upon Sight of his ColBn which a Gentleman who was a Prifoner in the fame Goal for Debt
prtleiited him with, the next Day his Temper was viCbly
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{iUy altered, and he began to think of his approaching
Dii'iblution. He faid however, the Relations before
given were ftridly true in Faft, and however jocofely
he had began the fame, he would not retract any Thing
therein, being fatisfied in his Confcience, that it was a
Duty incumbent on him to lay the fame open to the
Publick, in Hopes by difcovering the Methods ufed by
his mifchievous Comoanions, he might contribute to the
Welfare of the Publick.
On Tuefiiay, the Day before his Execution, he receiv'd the Sacrament in the Morning, attended Divine
Service at Chapel, as he ufually had done before, and
defired as little Interruption as poifible, applying himielf ferioufiy to his Devotion.
From the Time of his Sentence he entertained no
Hopes of a Pardon or Reprieve, but as the Time for
his Execution approach'd, he feem'd convinced of the
Injury he had done the Publick, and upon the Advice
of fome worthy Divines who vifited him, faid he was
more fully fatisfied that it was a Duty incumbent on
him to make all the Difcoveries he could ; he therefore particularly defired the Town might be informed,
that of late it had, and ftill was a common Praftice to
fteal the Keys out of the Pins of the Windows, and
like wife, that in the Day Time, whilft one or two pf
them went into Shops and amufed the Folks therein
with one frivolous Story or other, fome of their Confederates would upon their Hands and Knees come behind their Counters, and thence open or fteal away
the Money Drawers without being perceived.
He likewife mention'd the Names of divers Perfons
v/ho were their Accomplices, and Receivers of ftolen
Goods ; and particularly a Scotch Woman in LeiceflerFields, who he faid had cheated them out of Part of
the Plate they ftole in Bride-Lane; another or two in
Drury.-Lane ; and alfo a very notorious one in ChickLane in White-Hor-fe-Alley, which he faid was a common Receptacle for thofe of his unlawful ProfelTion, and
wliere all the Tlxieves in Towa frequent.
He
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He acknowledg'd he had for feveral Years paft kept
Company with one Amey Fonvkr, by whom he had ftveraJ Children, and wifli'd he had married her inftead
of the Perfon who was liis Wife, for he faid he ihould
not then have fallen into thofe irregular Courfes he afterwards did. Upon his Trial he behav'd himfelf with a
great deal of Indecency, and continu'd the fame till a
very few Days before his Execution.
Thus was he cut oiF [as he fays himfelf in the following Copy of a Paper that he read at the Place of
Execution) in the Prime of his Youth, being but about
28 Years of Age, and was executed at Tyburn in Company with Benjamin Branch a notorious Street-Robber,
yanies Stacks alias Htrward, condemn'd for robbing on
the Highway, Margaret Mwfhey, convifted for privately ftealing a Silver Salver and Porringer, the Property of Mr. Cefleel, and Margaret Wallis likewife
condemn'd for robbing her Mailer at Iftington.
At the Place of Execution all the abovefaid Perfons
appear'd very Devout and Penitent, and Bella?ny brought
a Paper in his Hand to the Place of Execution, which
as foon as they arriv'd, he read, to the Auditors, a
Copy whereof is as follows. •
Gentlemen,
I A M brought here to fufter an ignominious Death,
for my having willfully tranfgrefled againft the
known Laws of God and my Country ; J fear there
are too many here prefent who come to be WitnefTes
of my untimely End, rather out of Curiofity than
from a lincere Intention to take Warning by my unhappy Fate; you fee me here in the very Prime of
my Youth, cut off like an untimely Flower in a rigorous Seafon, thro' my having been too much addifted
to a voluptuous and irregular Courfe of Life, which
has been the Occafion of my committing thefe Crimes
for which I am now to fuffer. As the Laws of God
as well as Men call upon me to lay down my Life, as
julily forfeited by my manifold Ti'anigreiTions, I ac' knowledge
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knowledge the Juftice of my Sentence, I patiently
fubmit to the fame, without any Rancour, Ill-Will
or Malice to any Perfon whatfocver, hoping through
the Merits of Chrift Jefus, (who laid down his Life
for Sinners, and who upon the Crofs pronounced a
Pardon for the repenting Thief under the Agonies of
Death) to be with him admitted to partake of that
glorious Refurreftion and Immortality he has beeafo
gracioufly pleafed to proniife to the fmcere Penitent.
I earneftly and exhort and beg of all here prefent to
think ferioufly of Eternity, a long and endlefs Eternity ! in which we are to be rewarded or punifhed according to our good or evil Aftions in this World ;
that you will all take Warning by me, and reftrain
from all wilful Tranfgreffions and Offences ; let a religious Difpofition prevail upon you, and ufe your utmoft Endeavours to forfake and flee from Sin. The
Mercies of God are great, and he can fave even at
the lafl: Moment of Life ; yet do not therefore prefume too much, leail you provoke him to caft you
off in his Anger, and become fearful Examples of
Wrath and Indignation. Let me prevail upon you to
forget and forgive me all the Offences and Injuries
I have either committed or pronjoted in Aftion, Advice, or Example, and intreat your Prayers for me,
that the Lord would in Mercy look down upon me in
the laft Moments of my Life.
He was executed at lyhum the 27th of March \-]Z%\
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Ihe following is an Account which John
Everett, a Highwayman, gave of himfelf
fome few Days before he was executed.
IW A S born at Hitchln in Hvi-iffonf/ibire of credible "
Parents, my FatJier being poffeiled of an Eftate of
300 /. per Jmi. and in my Minority I was careflilly inftrufted in feveral Parts of Learning neceiTary to
qualify me for any manner of Bufmefs. I was, when
at proper Age, put Apprentice to a Sale/man, that Bufinefs being originally intended forme, and my good
indulgent Father gave to my Mailer, as an Apprentice
Fee 50 Guineas, befides his providing for me neceflary ,^
Cloathing ; but before my Time was expir'd I quitted
my Matter, and went into Flamters, (being pre/Ted) and
was in the late Wars there, in feveral Sieges and Battles,
and acquired by a difcreet Behaviour, the Love and
Friendship of anoil of the commanding Officers, and
after i fo diftinguifh'd myfelf, I was railed to the Place
of a Serjeant, in the Hon. C^enera] BOVJ'S Regiment of
Foot; and on my Return from Flanders into England,
the Regiment was quarter'd at Worcefter, and there I
purchafed my Difcharge, on wJiich I took a Tour up
to Londm, and purchafed the Place of an Officer of
White-Chapel Court, in which Station I continued upwards of feven Years, and being of an eafy and goodnatur'd Difpofition, in Compailion to feveral diflrefled
Objefts which came in my Way, I took feveral People's
Words too often, after I had arrefted them, the Confequences of which obliged me to quit my Place; but being clofely fued for Debts brougJit on me by thofe
Misfortunes, by one Thomas Charlfivorth, a Sollicitor
in White-Chapel, who before had been fe'emingly my
Friend,
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Friend, and had .often advifed me to fome Things that
did not prove very beneficial to me.
As a Shelter againft Misfortune, I was obliged to lift
myfelf in the Foot Guards, there I ferv'd fome Time
in my Lord Albemarle'i Company; I there unhappily
fell into Company with one Richard Bird, at the abovefaid Mr. CharkfiwortVi, and aftei' having converfed together on the Affairs of Life, and acquainting me of
Ibme particular Advantages in Life which might be
had, provided I cou'd be trufted ; I took the Hint
readily, and in fhort we agreed to take the Road, entirely confiding in each other.
We committed feveral Robberies both in Middle/ex^
'Effcx, S<irry and Kent; one particular Robbery was by
us committed on the Dartfard Coach in Kent, we took
from the Paflengers a Portmanteau, in which were contained Jewels, Diamonds, Money, and other Goods of
a very great Value. The Wotidford Stage Coach we
likewife robb'd of a Gold Watch and fome Silver, buc
afterwards return'd the Watch to the Owner.
Another Robbery by us committed was on HouttJIo'^ji:Ueath, on two Officers of the Army, who were well
mounted, and guarded with Servants armed with Blunderbufles, we took their Gold Watches and Money
from them, tho' they endeavour'd to refill; but we
forc'd them to fubmit to the well known Doflrine of
FaJ/i-ve^Obcdience before we quitted them; the Watchesi
(purfuant to a Treaty we made with them on the Spot)
were afterwards left at Toung-Man'i Coffee-Houfe Charing-Crofs, where the Owners had them again on Payir.ent -ai .twenty Guineas, as ftipulated in the faid
Treaty between us.
Another Robbery by us committed was on Efquire
Amh'W of Breeni's-Biiildings in Chancery-Lane, in Epfom-Lane, turning up to Epjom, and when he was attack'd he drew his Sword, and made feveral Pafies
aoainft us, as he fate in an open Chaife, but notwith- ,.
Handing his Refolution in oppofing us, it was of no
avail, for we by force took two Guineas, a Silver,
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Watch, and his Silver hiked Sword, and fome Parclinient Writings of a confiderable Value, and on his Sub- •
miffion, and having requefted his Writings, we accordingly .delivered them up, and let him pafs, and helped
him to his Watch again, being in the Hands of Mr.
Cakutt, a Pawn-broker in Hounds-Ditch.
We alfo took Opportunities to rob all the Butchers
and Higlers from Epfing-Foreft to Woodford, and continu'd fo doing for feveral Times, and particularly one
•old Woman who wore a high crown'd Hat of her Mother's, as file faid, which Hat we took and fearch'd,
and out of the Lining found 3 /. and deliver'd her the
Hat again. On ASon Common we alfo met two Chariots with Gentlemen and Ladies in them, and robb'd
them in Money, Watches, and other Things, to the
Value of 30/.
Soon after our laft Atchievement, my old Comrade
Dick Bird and I ftopt a Coach in the Evening on HounJla--w-Heath,m which (amongft other Paffengers) were two
precife but couragious ^takers, who had the Affurance
to call us Sons of Violence ; and refufing to comply with
jour reafonable Demands, jump'd out of the Coach to
.give us Battle, whereupon we began a ftiarp Engagexnent, and fhew'd them the Arm of Flejh was too ftrong
for the Spirit, which feemM to move very powerfully
within them. After a iliort Conteft, (tho' we never
cfFer'd to fire, for I ever abhorr'd Barbarity, or the more
heinous Sin of Murther) thro' the cowardly Perfuaiions of their Fellow-Travellers they fubmitted, tho°
fore againft their Inclinations.
As they were ftout F<llows, and Men evety Inch of
them, we fcorn'd to abufe them, and contented ourfclves with rifling them of the little Mammon ofUnrighteoufnefs which they had about them, which amounted to about 30 or 40/, and thejr Watches, the
reft in the Coach, whofe Hearts were funk into their
Breeches, Dick flcec'd without the Icaft Refiftance;
there was one Circumftance of this AfFjir which ci-eated
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I will ifelate it. The Precifiam for the Sioft part, the*
they are plain in their Drefs, wear the beft of Commodities, and tho' a fmart Toupee is an Abomination^
yet a Bob or a Natural of fix or feven Guineas Price
is a modeft Covering allow'd of by the Saints ; one of
the ?rigs was well furniftiM in this Particular, and flatt'ring myfeif it would become me, I refolv'd to maka
it lawful Plunder 5 without any further Ceremony, therefore, than alledging Exchange ivas ito Robbery, I napp'd
his Poll, and dreft him immediately in Mafquerade,
with an old Slack Tye, which I had the Day before
purchafed of an antiquated Chelfea Penfioner, for half a
Crown. The other Company, tho' in the doleful
Dumps for the Lofe of the Corriander Seed, could not
forbear grinning at the merry Metamorphofis, for our
-^aker look'd now more like a D- ' 1 than a Saint.
As Companions in Diftrefs ever alleviate its Weighty
they invited him with a general Laugh into their leathern Convenience again, wilh'd us a good Night, and
hop'd they fhould have no farther Moleftation on the
Road, we gave them a Watch Word, and affur'd thent
they fhould not; tippM the honeft Coachman a Twelvet
to drink our Healths, fo brulh'd off the Ground.
About a Week or ten Days after, my Brother Did
and I projefted a new Scheme, more humble than the
former, to take a Purfe without the Charge of Horfe
hire, liilUngmi-Common was determin'd to be the Scene,
of Aftion, we fauiit'red fome Time upon the Green,
and fufFered feveral to pafs by without the leaft Moleftation, but at laft we efpy*d two Gentlemen well
tnounted coming towards us-, who we imagin'd might
be able to replenilh our empty Purfes, fo we prepared
for an Attack, whereupon after the ufual Salutation, I
ftopt the foremoft and demanded his Cafh, Watch, and
other Appurtenances thereunto belonging, and affur'd
him I was a younger Brother of an Honourable but
numerous Family, that to work I had no Inclination^
mid to beg 1 'was ajham^d; and that fmce I had at pre^fent no other Way for a Livelihood, if fueh a Demand
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at lirfl View might appear a little immodeft or tinttafonable, I hoped he would excufe it, as NeceJJtty and nit
Choke was the fatal Inducement. My Brother J)ick
was as Rhetorical in his Apologies with the hindmoft
whom he difmounted j we ufed them with more good
Manners and Humanity than the common Pads, who
aft for the moft part more like furks and Jenjjs than
Chrijlians in fuch Enterprizes, to the eternal Scandal of
the Profeffioa. We contented ourfelves with what Silver and little Gold they had about them, which amounted to about 3 or 4 /. and their Gold Watches,
one of which as well as I remember was of Tampion's
make, and which I afterwards pawn'd for five Guineas to a Fellow that the Week after broke and ruij
away with it, fo that I had not the Opportunity of reftoring it again to the jiroper Owner, for which I heartily beg his Pardon ; as we muft own the Gentlemen
behav'd well, and came into our Meafures without the
leaft Refiftance, fo they muft do us the Juftice to acknowledge that we treated them as fuch, and neither
difrob'd nor abufed them ; we thought it however common Prudence to cut the Girts of their Horfes Saddles,
and fecure their Bridles for fear of a Purfuit.
Thus flulhed again with Succefs, we made the beft
of our Way to Brentford, and there took the Ferry ;
but Fortune tho' ftie is fair, yet fhe is a fickle IMiftrefs,
her Smiles are often falfe, and very precarious. Before we had got afhore, we heard the Perfons had got
Scent of us, and our Triumph had like to have ended
in Captivity. When we were three Parts over, and
out of Danger of drowning, told the Ferrymen our
.Diftrefs, gave them io.r. and obliged them to throw
their Oars into the Thames; the agreeable Reward, and
the Fears of being thrown in themfelves in Cafe of a
Denial, made them readily comply ; in we plunged
after them, and foon made the Shpre, tho' we look'd
like Hobiu& drawn out of the Well, thofe that faw us
only imagin'd 'twas a drunken Frolick. Our expeditious Flight foon dry'd our Cloath;;, and without catch-
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mg the leaft Cold, we arriv'd fafe that Night at London,
we congratulated each other you may imagine on our
happy and narrow Efcape, and folac'd ourfelves after the
Fatigues of the Day with a Miilrefs and a Bottle.
There are four other Robberies which I readily aclenowledge I have committed fince I left the Cock Alehoufe in the Old-Bailey, of which I fhall give the
Reader a true and faithful Account in their jiroper
Place.
At laft, as the Proverb obferves, The Pitcher does not
ahvays come ivhole from the Well; I was at laft taken
up for a Robbery and fent to Neiv-Prifin, where I remain'd confin'd three Years, and Providence as I fancy'd
in fome Meafure favouring me, t had the Honour and
ilappinefs to have a great Number of Juilices to fign
for me to enjoy my Liberty. During this Confinement
there, I behav'd myfelf with Prudence and great Humanity, for which, ar.d my experienced Conduil on the
Road, I was promoted to the Degree of Turnkey to
the faid Prifon; but the then Keeper dying, I quitted
the Employment aforefaid, and kept the Ped-Lyon Alelioufe in ^lummiU-ftreet, Cocu-Crofs, and before I could
fettle myfelf it coil me upwards of i oo /. and when a
tiew Keeper v/as appointed and took Pofleflion of the
Prifon, (who was the Dutchefs of Ne^wcaftk's Footman) he often vifited mc, and took Opportsnities to
acquaint me, that he would provide and do very handfomely ibr me, if I would re-affumc the Place of Turnkey of liis Priun;, and was prevaii'd upon to accept of
it, and by that means I inllrufted him in all the Affairs concerning the faid Prifon, and v/lien he was perfeftly acquainted with the Secrets, Benefits and Advantages arifing from the Priibn, he then took an Opportunity to turn me out of my Place, without any juft Caufe
or Reafon, contrary to the Agreement between us made,
in order to put his Brother in my ftead.
And when I was fo remov'd, 1 was afterwards taken
, in Execution for 60/. and brought Prifoner to the
F/tet, and gave Security to the Warden for the Liberty
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cf the Rules, wliicli coft me upwards of ilxteen Gt3f»
iieas. That being done, I took the Ihifile and Cronjon
3n the Old-Bailey, and liv'd there for feme Time, till
1 had the Opportunity of a better Houfe, and afterwards took the Cock in the Old-Bailey, there 1 liv*d
for three Years, and the moft noted and beft of the
Parifh reforted my Houfe j that then IVIr. Bamhridgi
became Warden of the Fleet, he in\'ited me into his
Service, promifing to make me Turnkey to the Fleet,
v»'hich indeed would have been a beneficial Bufmefs, upon which I quitted my Houfe, and then could attain
no other Station than to keep the Fleet Cellar or TapHoufe. It was here I was drawn into the unhappy
Quarrel between the Warden and Sir William Rich,,
!Bart. for which the Honourable Houfe of Commons
Voted me an Agent to Mr, Bamhridge in the Commiffion of his Crimes, and order'd me clofe Prifoner to
Nnv^^ate, where I remain'd till the End of the Seffions,
and then obtain'd my Liberty, a Liberty fujhich hath
nrw trov'd fatal to me.
I had not only loft that little Share of Credit and
..Reputation I had acquir'd fmce I quitted a wicked
Courfe of Life, by being in Cuilody on that' fcandalous Occafjon, but likewife all my Stock of Goods,
ISc. (for during my Confinement, my Brewer made
•Seizure of my Stock of Beer, to the Value of 300 /.
and upwardt) by which Means I was entirely ruin'd
and deftitute; but notwithftanding fo infupportable a
Misfortune, I had a ftrong Inclination to follow an induflrious Courfe of Life, without the leafl Intention
cf returning to my former ill Courfes already mentioli'd; but at laft the Importunities of the Devil, and
the Difficulty of quitting evil Habits for good ones,
foon broke thro' my poor Refolutions, and I was determjn'd again for the Road, but thought it moft prudent and judicious not to join, or admit a fecond PerIbn to be concern'd with me, befidea 'tis by being in
Confederacy with others is the Reafon why fo many
Crimes of that Nature are deteiled.- It's too evident,
til*
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(lie Robbery for which I am now condemnM for,NTO.sCom-'
mitted as generous a one, and with as much Civility anA
good Manners fhewn to the Lady Manly and Daughter,'
as Things of that Nature admits of, for the Lady was
not infulted in the Stile that is common to he fpol^e on
foch Occafions. I was not under the Fear or Apprehenfions of being taken, altho' I was guilty, I muft confefs I fliou'd be cautious and take the necefary Means
to preferve my Life ; bat the various Circumftances of'
this Robbery having been inferted at larg« in raoft of
the publick Papers, I was informed by feveral Butchers
of my Acquaintance, that the whole Neighbourhood
fufpefted me as concern'd in that Robbery.
At laft however, a certain Perfon who dwelt in the
Neighbourhood of Neiugate-Market refolv'd to ruin ms
jif poflible, and without any legal Warrant, Power or'
Authority, whatfoever to fecurc me, clandeftlncly procured feveral other Confederates to affift him, and ti •
fefted by Stratagem what he dreaded to attempt by oper;
Force ; a generous Enemy may be guarded againft, but
there is no avoiding the treacherous Dcfigns of a periidioustriend. In order to accomplifli this his Schenu',
£e fent for me to the Red-Hart iv. Foye-jlreet, by a fpecial Meffenger under the fpecious Pretence of Buiinefs of
the utmoft Importance, I went to him, to be let into the weiglity Secret. Soon after I had enter'd the
Pafiiige of the Ale-houfe, which is long and dark, the
lurking Perfon flruck at me with a Dagger, which he
had conceal'd in his Bofom, but by more Accident tlian
Art I warned off the Blow ; and as any Man of the
leaft Courage or Refolution would in the like Cafe,
dofed him and leiz'd him by the Throat, but whillt I
was thus warmly engag'd with an arm'd Antagonilt in
my own Defence, and with one whom I could not fee,
two of his Affociates barbaroufly with Bludgeon* feli'd
me to the Ground, and then fecur'd me.
This Perfon likewife in order to haften my End, as
foon as I was thus taken into Cufiody, mad'e it his Builners to find out Mr. Manly, whofe Lady had been
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i-obbM, in order to give him Information of my being
fecur'd, and inform'd the Lady that I war the very
Man that robb'd her ; upon this, the Lady attended by
Mr. Man^ and a Friend or tv/o of his Acquaintance,
foon after vifited me, in order to recoileft my Features
if ihe could, and fix the Faft upon me; as flie view'd
me wifhfuUy, Ihe thought, as flie then faid, there was
a great Refemblance, and faid, 1 believe you to be the
Man.
Triujnphant now he pubh'ckly infults me, and doubts
not but by my fpeedy Execution, (as he has boafted
with Pleafure in the hearing of feveral) to be put into
the peaceable FoflefTicn of a large Purfe of Guineas,
yet in order to ingratiate himfeif and gain the good
Opinion of his Friends and Neighbours, he vows he
has no regard to private Intereft, but lilfe a true Patriot, has liis wiicle Fye on the good of the Publick ;
tiiat 'tis the Opinion of tvery honeil Man, that Reftitution fhould be made to fuch as have been injur'd, and
that it is as meritorious to bring fuch a notorious MalefaiSor as me to condign Punifhment, as for a Roman
Bigot to ilied the Blood of a Heretick j but as I muit
TiTdrre
T.ot pretend to be the Ji
"_ in
' my own Caufe, I refer
my unhappy Fate to the ferious Confideration of all
my unprejudiced Readers.
^I'liis Perfon ftil! further to aggravate my Sorrows,
a,nd render my Charafter more odious to the World,
endeavour'd to afperfe my Friends, and aflerts (in order
to confirm tile Truth of his Allegations) that Mr. Cary
lent me tv/o Guineas to purchafe Piftols, and other Accoutrements to qualify me for the Frofeffion of which
I Hand convifted, and that he engag'd for the Hire of
the Horfe on which I committed the Faft. But as I
am fhortly to anfv/er for all my paft Tranfaftions to an
tffended God, I folemnly declare, (in Juftice to injur'd
Innocence) that this fcandalous Infmuation is falfe and
groundlefs; however if the World will not regard my
Words tho' a dying Man, yet I hope his Charafter is
fo well eftablilh'd amongft the better fort of Mankind,
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to, be ftaken, or deftroyed by fuch flagrantMifreprefentations.
This moft inveterate Perfon does not flop even here,
but to make the Meafure of my Affliftion more compleat, endeavours to infinuate that my Wife was conicious of my Crimes, and join'd with others to fecure
me ; but I here folemnly declare, that ihe never was in
the leaft confcious of my private and unwarrantable Ac, tions, much lefs guilty of the Commiffion of them with
me, neither have I the leaft Jealoufy of her Perhdioufnefs towards me, and that I fhould be unjuft to her to
the laft Degree, Ihould 1 entertain fo mean a Thought
of her Conduft.

^he following Robberies I committedfince I, kfl;
the Cock Ak-Houfe in the Old-Bailey.
IDetermin'd once more to take up my old Profeffion
and equipt myfelf accordingly, I purchafed therefore a Nag that would fly like a Hare, and leap like
a Greyhound ; my next Purchafe was a Brace of Piftols,
a Hanger, a red Rug Coat, and a new Hat with a
fmart Cock and a Silver Edging ; tho' I made all thefe
neceflary Preparations, they were contrary to my natural Inclinations, but Neceffity has no Law, I found I
muft turn out once more, tlio' I had quitted that Vocation fome Years; what will not a Man do that has
any Spirit, to fupport his Credit and Reputation amonglt
his Neighbours ? Honefty I have heard is the beft Policy, but that would not fupply me with 50/. upon a
Pinch, and that was the Sum I wanted. I refolv'd
with myfelf (as I am a dying Man) that if I could but
coUeft the Sum before-mention'd by the generous Contributions of a few Monied Men, that I thought proper to apply to as I met them upon the Road, I would
for ever quit the Poft of Surveyor of his Majefty's
Highways without a proper Licence. The Reafon why
I wanted no more than 50 /. was, hecaufe I could with
that Money have Credit of my Brewer to the Tune
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of 100/. or more, and be furnlfli'd with right 7Ja»«
Naffy.
'I'i.o' this was the Scheme I had laid, I never was fo
happy as to accomplifh it, all my Rents which I gathered up falling vaftly Ihort of the Sum propofed. Jf
my Readers will but allow there may be Generofity and
Humanity to be found among Gentlemen of our Profeffion, I think I may lay as fair a Claim to thofe two
good Qualities as ever any one that follow'd the Calling ; I think my Deportment in the Robbery of
which I Hand conviSed, and for which I am to fufFer,
will be an undeniable Inftance in that particular.
The fatal Attack I then made was on a Gentleman's
Chariot, in which were a Lady and her Daughter, accompanied with a Child of about five or fix Years old j
as foon as I clapp'd my Piftol into the Chariot, the
young Child was frighted, and began to cry, which
gave me fome uneafinefs, the Lady beg'd that I would
put my Piftol up to pacify the Child, and flie would
readily deliver all (he had about her j I comply'd with
lier Requeft, and Ihe gave me I remember a Guinea and
fome Silver, and whilft I receiv'd it, my Hand fhook like an old Fellows with the Palfy, and like a clumfey
aukard Fellow, I let fome of the Sih'cr drop on the
Ground^ at the fame Time I faw (he was as well provided with a Gold Watch, Gold Rings, and other valuable Trinkets as a Gentleman under my Circumftances could reafonably have wi/h'd to meet with, yet like
a modeft Fellow, and a Gentleman of good Manners,
I took my Leave without alking any farther Favours,
than what fhe had readily granted me.
I had like to have forgot one Circuroftance relating
to this Affair, which I think worth obferving: As
foon as I had quitted the Chariot and fet Spurs to
my Horfe, up came the Lady's Husband, and Mifles
Sweatheart {I prefame) to them, who upon Information of this Tranfaftion rode to overtake me, and purfued me clofely into the vety Town, but they loft their
Scent at laft, and {uru'd up Leafier-Law, whilit I was
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got into Haitan-Garden. At the Glohe Tavern I alighted, and ordered the Drawer to call me a Porter, and
whilft I was refrefhing myfelf with a Glafs of Canary,
X faw both the Gentlemen pafs by the Door, I coniidered that was no refting Place long for me, fo paid a
Hog, and adjourned to a blind Publick Houfe in Holborn, there I called for a Quatern, and before I had
well toffed it off, .1 faw them once more looking for a
Needle in a Bottle of Hay, I laughed in my Sleeve yon
may imagine, with the agreeable Refleftion, that Ittas
as fafe as a Thief in a Mill; I thought myfelf fnug
there, fo I call'd for a Tankard, and fmoak'd a fober
Pipe to cool me after my Hurry and Fatigue.
Then I call'd a Coach at the End of Brook-ftreet in
Holborn, and bid him drive me a little beyond NewgateMarket and then flop, which he did, then I called to
him, and bid him drive me to Milk-ftreet, and there he
fet me down ; then I went to Ho?icy-lane-Market, and
bought a Hen Turkey and a Duck, which Duck 1
dreffed for my Wife's Supper and my own, the Turkey
was preferv'd for our Chrijimas Dinner, both which I
may thank the Lady for. When taken by the aforcfaid Perfon and his AfTociates, I defired them not to
pull and hawl me about to raife a Mob, for I would go
very quietly; they carry'd me to the T^wp-Breivers
Ale-houfe and fearched me, and took from me a Piftol,
a Powder-Horn, and fix Bullets, in the Hurry they
milled one Piftol iiaving two, which I was very well
pleafed with, I had not been long but I muft be for going before a Juftice of Peace; fo it was confultcd
which Way was the moil fafeft to go, it was at laft
agreed to get a Penny Cord to tie acrofs my Arras,
which accordingly was done ; a going along fupported
by two Perfons, one under one Arm, and another under tiie other, and a very good Attendance befides; as
we went I coraplain'd they had ty'd my Arms fo very
hard that I could not poffibly bear it, they fo far indulg'd me that they loofened them, when done I got my
Hand orivately as poffibly 1 could w that Pocket where
E 6
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the PiUoI was, and juft as I had cock'd it, my Defign was to have /hot that Perfon which does not live
far from llenvgatcMarket, but he muft thank the other
Perfon who had me by the other Arm for clapping his
Hand upon mine, and taking the Piftol from me, who
faid, What are you at ?
The next Day after I had committed this Robbery,
it was blown all over Newgate-Market by one Whitaker,
well known by the Title of the Boxing Drover, at a
CofFee-Houfe there kept by a- Butcher, who addreffed
jhim in the following manner. What do you think Mafitr ! Daddy Everett they fay Tejierday committed a B.ohhery on the Highivay, and the 'whole Tonjjn rings oti't.
He had not been five Minutes gone away to fpread the
News, (and ill News fpreads faft enough in Confcience)
but I came into the CoiFee-Houfe myfelf; the Mafter
•and I was old Cronies, Egad, (fays he) Jack / am
heartily glad to fee you, a?id ivifh a flying Repvrt that
Whitaker is 'very hufy in fpreading ot'cr the NeighbourJiotd, may not prcve of 'very ill Confequence to you ; fo
told me the Charge that was father'd upon me: I own
I was damnably nettled, and fwore (God forgive me)
a good round Hand, and vow'd to be reveng'd on
Whitaker for an officious Fool, for endeavouring to blail
the Charadler of one who had never oiFended him.
This was not only the Refult of a hafty Paffion, but
I was refolutely bent upon the Jixecution ; whereupon
the next Evening between four and five o'Clock, I
charged a Brace of Piftols with Powder and Ball, and
marched up to Iflington to examine all his Haunts,
being well acquainted with all his private Sot-holes and
Places of Refort} I heard of him at feveral Alehoufes, but (as J then thought) unfortunately miffed of
him, wliich now I am glad of, fince I have not now
the Sin of Murder to anfwer for, which I then had in
my Heart, for which wicked Intention I beg God and
his Pardon, and hope to find Forgivenefs from them
both.
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When 1 was firft taken and committed to Newgate,
there was a Report that got foon a Place in the piiblick
Papers, that I had boldly aflerted. That the Galla-vjs ivas
•not yet built that I nuas to he hanged on. This in a fort
of a Bravado, and as a Hint of my being innocent, it
is poffible I might fay fomething to that or the like Effeft. But there was another Infinuation at the fame
Time, which was as falfe and groundlefs as the other
was true, which was, that I had taken fome poifonous
Preparations to fave Jack Catch the Labour of exalting
me above my Brothers. But this as I am a dying Man
I declare is a fcandalous Afperfion, and if I mull die,
tho' my Death be never fo ignominious, I never had
a Thought of committing the mofl unnatural, the moil:
cowardly Crime, and be my own Executioner. The
illnefs that at that Time attended me, and which was
the Occafion of that Rumour, was in Faft the Gaol
Diftemper. Juft at th-^.t JunSure a certain Butcher
Woman paid me a Vifit, which I imagin'd at firft was
the Effeft of her Friendlhip and Concern for me ; but
to my Difappointment I found it quite the Reverfe ; as
I was very much out of Order, I confefs the approbrious Language (he gave me, (and her Tongue was well
verfed in the Terms peculiar to Billinfgate) rufRed my
Temper fo far, that (tho' I bore with her Impertinence
a long Time with toUerable Patience) I threw a Glafs of
Punch in her Face, and D—d her for an everlafting
Scold ; for which indecent Adion I heartily beg her
• Pardon, as I likev/lfe do of every Perfon whom I have
any Ways offended in Thought, Word, or Deed.
There was one Affignation which I had made with
a certain Widow not far from Neivgate ; in the Profecution of which I ran the Hazard of my Life, and
made good the old Proverb, That fweet Meat has commonhf ftrwer Sauce. The Relation of this Adventure at
large may perhaps prove as an agreeable Amufement as
any other Circumftance of my irregular Life, and mull
be I think fome Demonftration to my Readers that I
was fomething of a Politician that underftood Trap, and

.could in Lgve Affairs make thebeft Market.
Our
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Oiir iirft Acquaintance commenc'd foon after the deceafe of her Hulband, who had taken Care to leave a
comfortable Subfiftance behind him for herfelf and Children ; fo I went amongft the reft to comfort her under
her iVTisfortunes ; I faid all the agreeable Things to her
I could on fuch Occafion, and after fometime perceiving
fhe was not fo difconfolate on her Lofs as to be frantick and gallop after him into the Grave, I look'd with
a languilhing Eye upon her, and whifper'd in her Ear,
that the belt Way to make Amends for the Lofs of one
Bedfellow, was to fupply herfelf as foon as conveniently fhe could with another. Jn lliort I found her coming
kind, and our fhort Acquaintance foon grew into Intimacy, and our Intimacy into a familiar Converfation.
We carry'd on our Amours with fome Difcretion for
fome Time, and I help'd off with two Thirds of her
Income. One of her Sons at laft, tho' but a Clod-fok,
had his Eyes in his Head, and began to fmell a Rat;
upon which I turn'd her off for fome Time, and got
an Evenings Converfation only now and then by Health.
As yet there was no open War declar'd between my
Son-in-Law as I may call him, and me, but he took the
Freedom with his Mother to cenfure her Condufl, and
told her with fome Warmth, he fufpeded that her
Correlpondence with me would end at lail in both their
Ruin.
He watch'd us both as a Cat does a Moufe, however
we ventur'd upon an Affignation one Evening to comfort our Souls over a chearful Bottle, at a certain Tavern not far from Nenvgate, We had determined likewife, as my Widow like the old Coachman, lov'd the
fmack of the Whip, to take one Rubbers at Pufi-pin.
How the Fool got Information of this Love Projtft
I cannot to this Hour determine; bat doubtlefs no
Friend of ours drove it into his empty Noddle. We
had not tolled off above a Pint, but up comes this undutiful young Ralcal, to our mutual Surprize full of
Refentment, and without the leaft Regard to Decency
or good Manners towards his Mother, vow'd to be reveng'd,"
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veng'd, and arm'd with a large Cafe Knife wetted orj
Purpofe, as {harp as a Cook's at my Lord Mayor's Feaft,
fwore he wou'd let out nry Heart's Blood.
I was ftartled you may imagine, at fuch an unexpefted Interruption of our Amours, and flood immediately upon my Guard. Tho' Fools have Courage enough
fometimes, I had more Strength as well as Art than
my Antagonift, and foon difarm'd him. However,
when I found all was pretty fafe, being confcious I was
the Aggreflor, I fcorn'd to take the Advantage of my
good Succefs, and to trail him for his Infolence, but
began to argue with him on the Injuftice of his Refentment. I begg'd him to be quiet, and affur'd him
1 had a greater Refpeft for his Mother and him too,
than to injure either of them. He pretty fmartly reply'd, That I was a Lyar, for I had help'd his Mother
to fpend the beft Part of her Subftance, left by his
Father for her Support and his, and that he plainly faw
he fhould inevitably be undone by their mutual Extravagance.
This Refledion, tho' it nettled me, I knew was bat
too juft and true ; fo I exercifed my Talent of Patienc?
and Forbearance, and like a good natur'd Fellow free?
ly forgave him, as I prefumed it was only the Refiut
of a jealous Fit, and an ill grounded Paffion.
I brought him at laft, by my eafy Deportment and
good ConduQ;, to be a little cool, and hearken to
Reafon ; but as I had a Defign to wheedle fome Money
cut of my Widow that Night (who took all for Gofpel whatever I faid to her, and regarded my Word
more than her late Husband's Oath) I beat my Brains
^•for a Projeft to get rid of my troublefome young
Puppy.
To endeavour it by foul Means would have blown my
Spark into a Flame again, and been inconfiltent with
my former Requeft of an amicable Accomodation, 1
determined therefore ftill to Clark him over, to footh
him into a good Humour, and to ply him clofe with
Liquor till I made him boo?y, which I thought was
JiO
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no difficult Matter, as his Head was always adied.
Accordingly I addrefled him in a very fociabie manner, Pry thee Will, {aid I, nvhy Jhould you and I fallout,
your Mother and I never difagreed in all our Lives, ft
dovjn, take thy Glafs, /moke thy Pipe, and be good Company ; if I have any ivays offended you in W^ord or Deed,
P11 beg your Pardon viith all my Heart.
Ail this one would think might pacify any reafonable
Perfon; but he ftill grumbled in his Gizzard, andmutter'd out. No, Mr. Everett, Pll neither drink mr fmoak
'with fuch a Perfon as you are, for IJhall never forget
ivhat you were pleafed to fay when you ivas committed to
Newgate with Mr. Bambridge, that you Jhould live to
fee me hanged.
Come, come, faid I, (fill cool and -patient) I own
^ttvas an indecent ExpreJJion, and only Jpoke in the Heat
cf PaJJion ; I heartily beg your Pardon, and as you profefs yourfelf a Chrifiian Will, fou Jhould firget and for ^
give.
In fliort by my good Conduft, and the Interpoiition
of a paciiying Word now and then of his Motiier's, J
prevaiPd at laft on my young boill'rous Booby to fit
down and be eafy.
I did not doubt now but my Projeft would prove fuccefsful, and by plying him clofe with Bumper after
Bumper, and a little forc'd Mirth, I foon made him as
drunk as a Swab; in a quarter of an Hoar he /lept like
a Top, and fnoar'd louder than the Fall of LondonBridge at Low Water. Upon this I rang the Bell,
without any Danger of interrupting his Golden Slumbers, and order'd the Drawer to call a Coach, whidi
the Fellow did accordingly with all the Expedition I
could wilh ,• upon which I difcharg'd the Reckoning,
tipp'd him a Tefter, and gave him llrift Orders to let
my Companion take his Nap out.
! hereupon I hugg'd my dear Widow under my Arm,
handed her into the Cosch, and away we jogg'd to a
dillant Booking-Ken to conclude our Amours^ which had
been fo unhappily interrupted. J pJay'd the Part of a

Gallant
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Gallant fo well that Night, that 'twas not in her Power to have denied me her Heart had I requefted it; but
I had the Modefty and good Confcience only to beg the
Favour of her to lend me feven Guineas for a Week,
and I'd pay her as punftually as a Gamefter does a Debt
of Honour. She open'd her Purfe Strings at the firft
Word, and laid me down the Telbws, then with a wanton Leer, and a lufcious Bafs, Dear Jacky, faid (he,
you kno-iv I can deny you nothing.
Thus after a Storm comes a Calm, and Safety after
Danger. In the Morning I brufh'd Home with my
Neft of GoldfincFs, and never thought of returning
them any more from that Day to this, for which Aft
of Ingratitude I hope God, the Widow, and her Son,
will all forgive me.
The aforegoing Mrs. W-—/1 was lawfully marry'd
to at Stepney Church, and was that Day put in Poffeffion, not only of her Perfon, but likewife in Money
and Plate of a confiderable Value, and might to this
Day been very happy together if I had took her Advice, but I was of a roving Difpofition, and of an unfettled Mind, that I took all Opportunities to fatisfy my
own Inclinations, altho' I knew it was contrary to an
honeft Man, and at the End I thought it would drive
me to the unhappy Circumftances which I at this Time
lay under: It is fome Satisfaftion to me before I depart
this wicked World, that ihe is now at this Time in a
Way (that I pray God) that ihe may get a handfome
Competence to fupport her and hers, for I can fpeak it
by fatal Experience, Neceffity was the chief Motive
that made me turn out again, which, as I am a dying
Man, I had no Thought ever to commit any Robberies on the Highway, if I could but have been once
more put in any Way to have got a Livelihood.
A Day or two before the Dead Warrant came down,
I happen'd to fee in the Prefs-Tard William Worral,
(the Son of that unfortunate Woman) as I fat in the
Tap-Houfe with one of my Wives drinking, God forgive me I had two or three) his Mother being one, as I

told

told you before, and this which I liv'd laft with, Twiii
marry'd to at the F/eef, and one more which keeps a
Publick-Houfe in Drufy-Lam, whom I think is very
unkind, for fhe never came to fee me ail the Time of
my Confinement: But to return to thd aforegoing Perfon, I was refolv'd to be reveng'd on him if poiTible,
for I could not forget how he came to the Tavern with
a Cafe Knife to kill me, and likewife the ill Ufage tohis Mother,' I happen'd at that Time Co have a Penknife in my Pocket, and with a Refolution to have done
his Bufmefs, (which God forgive me) but was prevented by my Wife, who ftood between him and me, and
am glad now to my Soul that I did not commit v/hatI did delign, which was Murder.
There is one Thing however which lies heavier on
Jny Confcience tlian Fallhood in Love, and that is wilful Perjury.
I had fome Time fince eutertain'd an implacable Hatred againfl: one Picht a Coupe/-, and to fatiate my Revenge, tho' the poor Man I believe was entirely innocent of the Fadl laid to his Charge, I fwore it upon
him, and appear'd an Evidence againft him at the O/^Bailey, for which flagrant Crime, I hope if he's living'
he'll forgive me, and God too, for' thiriling after innocent Blood ; and if dead, I fincerely rejoice that he did
not fall a Sacrifice to my unjuft Refentments.
I fhould in my foregoing. Account luve inforni'dyoii
what became of my Fellow-Man Ekhard Bird; the
laft Robbery which he and I committed together was
on two Gentlemen as they were going to Cheimsford;
fome fmall Time after that I was taken up, and what
to do I did not know, at laft I thought I had better
hang twenty than be fqueess'd myfelf, for I knew I
deferv'd it j fo at laft (with fome Reluftancy) I impeached ray Fellow-Man Richard Bird, and accordingly he was taken and committed to Goal, and afterwards carry'd down to Chelinsfird,. and I was carry'd
there as a Witnefs againft him; but in going down I
did my Endeavour to amke xay Efcape, but was prevented
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Vented by one William Worral, the foregoing Perfon^
who went about three Months ago to ftab me with a
Cafe Knife, which I related before ; I was brought fafe
to Chelmsford Gaol, where I appear'd as an Evidence
againft my Fellow Man Richard Bird, a Butcher, and
was capitally conviaed, and fulFer'd accordingly ; for
which wicked Aft I have often reflefted on myfelf for
being an Evidence. All my wicked Aftions which I
have been guilty of to Mankind I heartily ask Pardon
for, and I hope they'll be fuch good Chriftians as to
forgive me ; I acknowledge myfelf to be a very wicked
Liver for Years paft.

The following Rohheries I committed fome fmall
Time before I was taken up.
ONE Saturday liii^t I robb'd a Hackney Coach,
in which was only one Woman, whom I treated
I think I may fay with abundance of good Manners
and Humanity, for tho' Ihe had but 8 s. and a Pocket
Piece about her, I return'd her y s. back again, as a
valuable Confidexation for her Pocket Piece. It's poifible I might have a good Bargain enough 'tis true, but
my Readers muft acknowledge I might have had.it 3 s.
cheaper, had I had as little Confcience as fo me of my
Brother Profeflbrs.
I ftiew'd the like Complaifance to another Hack that
I ilopt at Shoreditch, in which were two Gentlewomen 5
they both quietly deliver'd me their Purfes, in one was
about 6 or 7 j-. in the other half a Guinea, and 3 j. 6*/.
after I had made this thorough Examination, I wifn'd
them a good Night, and gave them their Green Purfes
again. I advifed them if they were coming kind, to
make the next Chapman pay double Fees, and make
themfelves Reftitution, 'twould be but one Robbery for
another.
I made another Attack about Pancras, I furnifli'd
iTiyfelf with a new Tath-t two Pocket Pieces, and about
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bout 13/. in Silver, the Gentleman rid rufly a little
at lirft, but I foon brought him down, made him gentle
as a Lamb, and rode off Triumphant. Since I have
been under Sentence Jie oblig'd me with a Vifit, and I
in Gratitude for the Favour, acquainted him that I nad
put the Time of the Day upon his Watch, and if he'd
wait on an old ufurious Dog of a Broker in MonmouthStreet, for a moderate Premium he might mount himfelf again.
My next Exploit was m Frog-Latte going to Hampfiead, I there Itopp'd two Horfemen, wiio deliver'd
me their Watches, and about zo s. Thefe are all the
Robberies I committed fince I left the Cock Ale-houfe,
fatal Neceffity and not Choice was- the only Motive to
fuch dangerous as well as illegal Attempts'. I beg
Leave in the laft Place to do Juftice to my dear, loving
and dutiful Wife, and folemnly declare as I am now at
the brink of Death, that flie never was confcious of any
of my ill Pradices, and ever did, and has done fmce
my Confinement behav'd herfelf as the moft indulgent
of Women.

^he follcwing Letter wai fcM iy me to the
Ladies whom I robb'd, and for which F<?.£1
1 am to fuffer, which is asfollows, viz.
^
'
*
*
'
'
'
'
'
'
'
'
*

MADAM,
; - ')
T Crave Leave with all humility aud RefpeS to adJ[ drefs you and Madam Ellis, and with the utmoft
Submiffion and Concern, do humbly beg both
your Pardons for the Fear and Surprize my Misfortunes reduced me to put you and the Children into,
whofe Cries moved fo much Compaflion in me, that
I had not Power to purfue with any Rigour my defperate De/ign, which your Ladyiliip muft have perc«iv'd by the Confternation J was ilruck into on a
fudden. My fole Intention was, if I could have got
50 /. to fettle myfelf in a Publick Houfe, and to take
up an honeft Courfe of Life^ and do own at beft it
'
'is

* IS a very heinous Crime: Yet, Madain, you will re*
' coUeft after what Manner I treated you, and at the
' fame Time confider the Methods taken by others on
' the like Occafions. This Neceffity I was drove tG»
' by adhering to a certain Mafter I lately ferv'd, and
' to ob^y his unlawful Commands in following his wic' ked and pernicioBs Counfels brought me to Poverty,
' and confequently to this unhappy State I now laboia:
' under, and was become almoil as much as himfelf,
* the Scorn and Hatred of Mankind. I fay. Madam,
' if you will be fo good as to confider all thefe un' happy Circumftances, and that Neceffity admits of
' no Contradiftion, will, I am perfuaded, infpire Com*
* paffion in generous Souls (a Charafter you both de' fervedly bear) and as a Fellow Creature, I beg Mer' .cy at your Ladyfhip's Hands, by figning a Petition to
' the Recorder for me, to the End he may be induc'd
' to make a favourable Report, andthereby move His
' moft Sacred Majefty to Clemency, by mitigating the
' Sentence to fome other corporal Punifliment, and
' fhall dedicate the reft of my Days in praying for both
* your Happinfifs and Profperity in this World, and
'.eternal Felicity and Blifs in tliat to come, and crave
' Leave with due Difference and Refpeftj Madam, to
' -fubfcribe myfelf.
Your Ladyjhip's rrnft devoted,
Affliiled Humble Servant,
JOHN EVERETT;

the following Letter I fent to Mr. Martin,
{my Brother''s Majier) a Chair-Maker, the
•Corner of the Pojlern facing Grub-Street,
Dear SIR,
I Beg the Favour to know jwhethef my Brother is
living or dead, for I have never heard from him,
' which

I
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svhich Js a barbarous vile Adioa, to have two BfO-^
thers and fee none. I beg to Night when you pay
him to flop fomething for me, and make him afham'd, •
if fuch a Thing can be. Here I lie call for my Life, •
perifhing in the Cells for want of Friends. Brothers f •
oh Brothers 1 God forgive him and all the World. I
hope you will pardon and excufe my Boldnefs, it is
Neceiiity makes me fend to him.
SIR,
From your unhappy,
And misfortunate Friend,
Prom the Cells
in Netvgute.

JOHN EVERETT.

I return my mofl heai-ty and fincere Thanks to that
Worthy and Reverend Divine Mr. Nichclfon of St. 5'^pukhre\, who was fo good as to come feveral Times
to pray by me, and the reft of my Fellow Sufferers in
the Cellsj his Difcoui-fe being edifying and fo good,
and well adapted to our unhappy Circumilances, that
it had fuch an Effeft as drew Teats from fome of us.
If his Majeily> out of his wonted Goodnefs, had pardon'd me for Tranfportation, I folemnly declare, I
ihould rather chufe to be hang'd thah be tranfported.
I defire all Perfons who reads this Narrative, to take
Warning by my untimely End, and to take particular
Care to avoid bad Company, efpecially the Company
of ivicked Strumpets, who brings many a Man to an
ignominious Death, to fupport them in their vicious
Ways of Life j for they often are the Gaufe of many
a brave Fellow to turn out, altho' very much againit
their own Inclinations.
I thought it proper to write rriy own Life, left the
Publick fhould be impofed upon by Narratives that
might be altogether untrue, and the idle Imaginations
only of fame Members of the Gruh-ftreet Societyj and
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in Juftice to Mr. AP PLEBEE, I have here under fet rhy
Hand,
J. 'EVER.EET.'
He was execated at Tylurn tjn the 20th of February
1729.

^he Account of James Cluff, for the Murder
of his Fellow Servant Mary Green, at the
Green-Lettice in Holborn, on the nth of
April 1729.
JAMSS C/ufo£St. Inirems^ tJolbom, (at the Seffions of the Peace and Oyer and 'ferminer, holden at
the Old-Bailey, on the i6th, lyth, i8ths 19th, ziftj
and 22d of Apri-I 1729,) was indifted for the Murder
of Mary Green, by giving her one mortal Wound on
the right Thigh, of the Breadth of one Inch, and
Depth of-five Inches, on the nth of Jpril, of which
file inftantly died.
He was a fecond Time ihdifted on the Coroner's
fhqueft, on the Statute of Stabbing ; and likewife the
rthird Time on the Coroner's Inqueft, for the Murder
pf the faid Mary Green. Tlie Proof of thefe Indiftjnents not appearing clear to the Jury, he was acquitted of them all.
William Green, Brother to the deceafed Ma>-y Green^
as Heir at Law, and neareft to her in Kindred, thinking to put that Affair in a clearer Light, lodg'd an Appeal in Court againft James Ckff^ tor the Murder of
his Siller Mary Green, and accordingly at the next Seffions, on the zift, 22d, 23d, and 24th of Met;;.
James Cluff, try'd and acquitted laft Seffions for the
Murder of Mary Green, againft whom William Greeny
Brother and Heir » Mary Green, did, after his being
acquitted.
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fecquitced, bring an Appeal, and appear'd at the Baf,"
and mov'd the Court that he might be try'd this Sef^
fions, but not having taken Care to bring a fem're fa*
cias in Time, fo that it could not be done according to
the ufual Courfe of Law, his Trial was deferr'd till
the next Seffions, at which Time, which was the 9th,
10th, nth, and izthof _7'a^.
James Cluff of St. Andrenus Holborn, was, upon an
Appeal for Murder, at the Inftance, and upon the Perfecution of William Green, Brother and Heir to the
deceafed Mary Green, try'd for the Murder of Mary
Green his Sifter.
Mrs. Diana Pajn at the Green-Letilce in Holborn,
depofed, That the Prifoner and the Deceafed Mary
Green, were her Servants: That about 15 or 20 Minutes before the Faft was committed, as ihe ilood at
the Door, fhe faw the Prifoner carry out a Pot of Drink j
and that as ihe was walking in the Tap-houfe with the
Child in her Arms, fhe faw Mary Green go down into
the Cellar, and bring up two Pints of Drink, one for a
Cuftomer, and the other for herfeif, -which fhe carry'd
into a Box where ihe was at Dinner, and this was
about 4 or 5 Minutes before the Fadl was done; when
the Prifoner came in, he went into the Room to the
Deceafed, and in about four Minutes he cry'd out. Madam, pray come Ixre J As flie came to the Door of the
Box, the Deceafed fat on her Backfide on the Floor,
and the Prifoner held her up by the Shoulders, and the
Blood was running from her in great quantity ,• then
fhe laid to the Prifoner, James, nvhai hanie you done ?
He anfwer'd. Madam, nothing; Did you fee her do any
Thing to herfeif? He anfwer'd No; but that he faw
her in the Cellar with a Knife in her Hand. The Deceafed neither fpoke nor mov'd, and feem'd to be dead,
Ihe being affrighted called for her Husband, and ran
for an Apothecary.
Mr. John Payn coniirm'd his Wife's Evidence, with
this Variation, that they heard no Noife nor ftruggling wiiiie the Blow was given, and that when (he
came
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came out of tKe Cellar there was no Knife in her
Hand. He added, that about 9 or lo o'Clock that
Morning, a young Man came (who he hear'd had been
a Sweetheart of the Deceafed) and drank a Pint of
Drink, and fmoak'd a Pipe ; that tho Deceafed fit by
Mm a while, and believ'd the Man kifled her, for they
iat direftly over againft the Bar ; that he faw an Alteration in the Prifoner's Countenance, and that he look'd
ruffled ; but he knew nothing of any Courtlhip between
them. He faid alfo, that as the Pnfoner went into tlie
Box where the Deceafed was, he threw the Door with
an uncommon Violence.
Mr. Smmders, who dined that Day at Mr. Pain's
Houfe, confirm'd the former Evidence, adding, thst
Mr. Pain calling the Prifoner Villain, i3c. he laid, hr
w:as innocent as the Child at his Mifireffes Breaft, and
that he pretended the Deceafed took a Knife in Jier
Hand when ftie went to the Cellar ; upon which Mr.
Pain and he went down into the Cellar, but found not a
Drop of Blood all the Way : He added that the Prifoner was gone out of the Houfe when the J)eceafed went
down to draw the Drink, and that they faw no Knife
in her Hand.
Mr. Cox the Surgeon depofed. That he found tha
Deceafed on her Back, and a vaft Effufion of Blood, that
he found a. Knife among other Knives upon the Table
with a little Blood upon it; that the Knife anfwer'd
exaftly to the Cut which went thro' her Apron, a Quilted Coat, a Stuff Petticoat, and a coarfe ftrong Shift,
and alfo to the Wound in her Thigli; that the Wound
went obliquely upwards, and (as he thought) could
fcarce be given by the Deceafed, and he was of that Opirjon, that the Knife lying four Foot diilant from the
Place where tlie Deceafed had been fitting, ftie could not
lay it there ; a Wound in the femoral Artery being fo
mortal, that one cannot live above a Minute and a;
half at moft after it is receiv'd. He obferv'd alfo, that
under her Chin, and under her left Ear, and about her
. Elbows there feem'd to have been fomfe Violence ufcd
VOL. II.
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50 as to caufe t?.e Blood to Stagnate. This DepofitbH
was confirm'd alfo by another Apothecary and Surgeon,
and in feme of the moft material Points, by another
Surgeon, who was called in Behalf of the Prifoner.
•r Mr. Baldwin depofed, That at g o'Clock he being
at Mr. Pabi's, he faw the Prifoner and the Deceafed
quarrelling, that he thought he look'd malicioufly, and
that he was an ill natur'd Fellow.
Mrs,. Gro-ves, Ann Duncarton, and the Deceafed's Mother, (who gave Evidence upon the former Trial, that
the Prifoner had feveral Times ufed the Deceafed ill.}
.<iid not give their Evidence, tho' in Court ready to do
itThe Prifoner made a trifling Defence, the main Defign of which ended in denying every Thing which the
Witneffes gave in Evidence againft him. After a full
hearing of Counfellearn'd in the Law, both againft and
for the Prifoner, the Jury brought him in guilty of the
Murder.
He was 3 2 Years of Age, as he faid, defcended of
honeft Parents, wlw) kept a Publick Houfe in Clare-'
Marht, and gave an Education to fit him for Bufmefs j
•when he was at Age he was put out Apprentice to a
Vintner, at the ,Saua» in T-oiver-Street, and ferv'd out his
Time honeftly and with Approbation. Afterwards he
lerv'd in feveral Taverns and Publick Houfes in Town,
particularly at the Hor/efl/ae in Bhvj-bladder-Jireet near
Ckeapjide he lived two Years, and always (for what we
could hear) had been abundantly obliging in his Temper to every one; but he own'd he had been of a difiblute Life in a private Capacity, with refpeft to himJfelf; having been much addifted to Drinking, Whoring,
Swearing, and fuch other Vices; but he had ilill the
Charafter of being an honeft Man, altho' his manner
of Life oblig'd him to contraft fome fmall Debts,
ivhich he was not capable, tho' willing to difcharge.
As to the Murder of which he was convifted, he was
very obftinate in denying that he gave the fatal Wound,
altho' he did hot pretend to give any Account how
Marj
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Mary Green came by it; and it muft of ncceffity haVe
fceen given either by the Maid or himfelf, fmce there
was no third Perfon in the Room to do it.
I earneftly prefled upon him to glorify God by a plain
Confeffion of his Crime, and urg'd to him the moft material Circumftances; telling him, he could not pretend
that his Matter or Miflrefs, who gave him the Charafler of a good Servant, had any Prejildice or ill Will
to him ; and he faid he neither refledled on them, noi'
any of the Witnefles, as if they had any View in profecuting him, but that Juftice might be executed, t
urg'd him with the Surgeon's Opinion, that it was im'^
probable, if not impoffible, for the Maid to give heS'*
felf fuch a Wound j that fhe had nto Knife in the Cellar ; that in the firll Trial three Perfons had fworn that
he was rude and barbarous to the Deceafed upon many
Occafions, and upon that Account fhe made grievous
Complaints of him to her Mother and others.
At firft indeed he feem'd to be in Confufion at the
many preffing Inftances which were made to induce a
Confeilion from him $ but reCoUefting himfelf, he de-'
ny'd that he gave the mortal Wound, and faid, That
he knenv nothing at all hoiv Jhe came by her Death, nu
more than the Child that's unborn. He faid that the
Deceafed was a very ill-natur'd Girl, that fhe fwore and
curfed often, and he did not deny but he had flruck her
fometimes, as was given in Evidence againft him, but
that he did not do her any Harm ; and after all that
could be faid, he ftill perfifted obftinate in denying the
Faft. He faid that when he was young he was not
difobedient to hh Parents, who were very careful in
giving him good-Education ; but that in other Refpefts.
lie had led a very wicked Life, in breaking the Lord's
Day, and neglefting his Duty to Almighty God, who
therefore had now juftly forfaken him : He appear'd
not to be of an ill Temper, but a civil Fello\v, and
abundantly knowing in religious Matters for one of hh
Station. Many of his Friends and Acquaintances came
daily to vifit him while he was under Sentence, and I
F 2
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wilh they did not divert him too much from his Duty,"
£nd that fome of them did not under hand buoy him up
with faife Hopes. He hop'd to be fav'd only by the
Merey of God, thro' the Merits of Jefus Chrift, and
that he forgave all the World any Injuries done him, as
he expefted Forgivenefs from Almighty God.
As he was going to the Place of Execution, he defir'd the Officers to flop at Mr. Pain\, at the GreenLettice in Holborn, who was his Mailer, and liv'd with
him at the fame Time the Murder was committed:
When he came to -the Door of his faid Matter, he call'd
for a Pint,of Wine, and defir'd to fpeak with him, and
accordingly he came-; then C/;<^" addreffed himfelf to
him after the following manner: Sir, jou are not unfenfhle I am going to fuffer an ignominious Death, ^.nd for
•vjhat f declare I am not guilt)' of, as I am to appear before my great Judge in afenv Moments to at fiver for all
my paji Sins ; Ihopejou and my good Mijirefs ixiili pray
fir my poor Soul; pray God hlefs you, and all your Famly. Then he turn'd to the OiEcers and defir'd them
to fpeak to the Carman to go on ; and it was remarksible, that he fpoke it with a great deal of Compo«
fure j and likewife when he came to the Place of Execution his Countenance never chang'd, not even to the
very la.ft 3 when the Executioner came to pull his Cap
tivcr his Face he was the fame, being no ways concern'd
at his approaching and untimely Death.
He appeared (as he always did under his Misfortune
while under Sentence) with a great deal of Compofure
and Gravity, that the like is feldom feen in thofe unfortunate People at their laft Moments: He was attentive and ferious, and made Refpcnfes to the Prayers and
Pfulms. He .addreffed himfelf to tlie Speftators to this
Purpofe: Good People, 1 die for the Fa3 I did not do; I
•zvif all Men "j^ell, and I e faid he never ceajed to pray for
his Profecutors rncft heartily enjerfince he iias under Sentence; my Sins Lcve been ^vtry great, and hope for God's
f/lercy thro'' the Merits of fejus Chrift. A Pfalm was
fung at his Defu'c. He overheard fome People fay that
Ills
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ills Miftrefs was in a Coach jaft by the Place of E;is'cution, whereupon he could not be eafy till a Perfon
went to the Coach and fatisfied liim that Ihe was not
there. As the Cart was going away, he once more addreffed himfelf to the Speftators as follows. Good People,
I beg you to fray far my departing Soul, and as for the
fad n-mhich I now die for, Iwtf} 1 u-as as free of all
other Sins as I am of this ivfmh I am no-uj goi/ig to
fuffer for. He defired his Friends to carry him to HandAlley in Holborn, and IVom thence to be carry'd to St.
Andre'vJ'i Eolbornxo lie by his Brother.
He was executed on Trlday the 25th oVJidy, 1729.

^he following is an Account of John Govv,
alias Smith, Captain of the Pjratcs, executed for Murder and Pyracy committed en
Board the George Galley, afterwards cail'd
the Revenge : IVith a Relation of all the
• horrid Murders they committed in cold Blood;
as affo of their being taken at the Tfands of
Orkney, and fent up Prifoners to London,
TH E following Account being chiefly confin'd to
the Condudi of this outragious Pirate Captain
Gowe, after his having aftually turn'd Pirate, in this
j?articular Ship the George Galley, wc muft content ourfelves witli beginning where he liegL'.n, that is to fay,
when tiiey feized the Captain, murdei'd him and his
Men, and run away with the Ship, on the Coaft of
Barbary in the Mediterranean Sea.
It was the 3d of November Armo 17 24, when the
Ship haying lain two Months in the Road at Santa-Cru%,
taking in her Lading, the Captain made Preparations
to ptrt to Sea, and the ufual Signals for Sailing having
^ 3
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been given, fome of the Merchants from on Shore, whff
had been concern'd in furnifliing the Cargo, came on
Board in the Forenoon to take Leave of the Captain,
and wiih hixn a good Voyage, as is ufual on fuch Occaiions.
Whether it was concerted by the whole Gang before
liand we know nor, but while the Captain was treating;
and entertaining the Merchants under the Awning upon the Quarter-Deck, as is the Cuftom in thofe hot
Countries, three of the Seamen, -viz. Winter and Peter/on, two S"^-eiies, and Mac
a Scot/man, came
rudely upon the Qaarter-Deck, and as if they took that
Opportunity becaufe the Merchants v/ere prefent, believing the Captain would not ufe any Violence with
them in the Prefence of the Merchants, they made a
long Complaint of their ill Ufage, and particularly of
their Provifions and Allowance (as they faid) being not
fufBcient, nor fuch as ordinarily made in other Merchant Ships, fceming to load the Captain, Monfieur
Feriieau, with being the Occaficn of it, and that he
did it for his private Gain j which however had not
been true if the Faft had been true, the Overplus of
Prcvifions (if the Stores had been more than fulK.
cient) belonging to the Owners, not to the Captain,
at the End of the Voyage, there being alfo a Steward
on Board to take the Accompt.
In the.'r making this Complaint they feem'd to dircft their Speech to the Merchants, as well as to the
Captain, as if they had been concern'd in the Ship
(which they were not) or, as if defiring them to intercede for them to the Captain that they might have Redref«, and might have a better Allowance.
I'he Captain was highly provok'd at this Rud^nefs,
as indeed he had Reafon, it being a double Affront to
him, as it was done in the View of the Merchants who
were come on Board to him, and to do him an Honour
at parting ; however he reftrain'd his PalTion, and gave
them not the leail angry Word, only, that if they
were aggrieved they had no more to do,, but to have
let:
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fet him known It, that if they were ill ufed it was not
by his Order, that he would enquire into it, and that
if any Thing was amifs it fliould be redtify'd ; with
which the Seamen withdrew, feeming well fatisficd v.'ithhis Anfwer.
About five the fame Evening they unmoord tiia
Ship, and hove fhort upon their beil bower Anchor,
expedling the Land Breeze, as is ufual on that Coalt,
to carry them out to Sea ; bat inftead of that, it fell
ftark Calm, and the Captain fearing the Ship fhould fall
foul of her own Anchor, order'd the Mixen-top Sail tQ
be furPd.
Peierfin, one of the malecontent Seaffleii, being the
neareft Man at Hand, feem'd to go about it, but mov'd
fo carelefly and heavily, that it appear'd plainly he did
not care whether it was done or no ; and partiailarly,
as if he had a Mind the Captain fliculd fee it, and
take Notice of it; and the Captain did fo, for perceiving how awkardly he went about it, he fpoke a little
tartly to him, and ask'd him, What luas the Reafon he
did not fiir a little and furl the Seal?
Peterfon, as if he had waited for the Queftion, anfwer'd in a furly Tone, and. with a kind of Difdain, Si'
as 'we eat, fo Jhall nue ivork : This he fpoke aloud fo
as that he might be fure the Captain fhould hear hira,
and the reft of the Men alfo ; and 'twas evident, thst
as he fpoke in the Plural Number We, fo he fpoke"
their Minds as well as his ov^n, and Words which they
had all agreed to before.
The Captain however, tho' he heard plain enough
what he faid, took not the leafl Notice of it, or gave
him the leall Room to believe he had heard him, being not willing to begin a Quarrel with the Men, and
knowing that if he took any Notice at all of it he muffc
refent it and punifh it too.
Soon after this the Calm went oiF, and the Land
Breezefprung up, as is ufual on that Coaft, ard they
immediately weigh'd and flood off to Sea ; bat the
Captain having had thofe two Ruffles with his Men,
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juft at their putting to Sea, was very uneafy in his
iViind,,^s indeed he had JReafon to be, and the fame
'Evening, foon after they were under Sail, the IVTate beingwaJking on the Quartcr-Deck, he went, and taking
two or three Turns with him, told him how he had
been ufed by the iVien, particularly how they affronted
him before the Merchants, and what an Anfwer Peter_/!J?? hsd given him^n the Quarter Deck, when he ordfr'd hnn to furl the IVIizen-top Sail.
'I'he IViate was furprized at the Thing as well as the
Captain, and after fome other Difcourfe about it, (in
which 'twas their unhappinefs. not to be fo private as
they ouglit to iiave been in a Cafe of fach Importance)
the Captain told iiim^ lie thought it was abfolutely neceffary to have a quantity of ihiall Arms brought immediately into the great C'abbin, not only to defend
fhejnfelres if there ihould be an Occafion, but aifo that
i:e might be in a Poflure to coricft thoie Fellows for
rl.cir Iniblefice, efpecially if he fliouid meet with any
more of it. The Mate agreed it was neceffiiry to be
<!ore, End had they faid no more, and faid tliis more
privately, all had been well, and the wacked Deiign
iisd been much moie difficult, if not the execution of lE
effeftually prevented.
But two Miftakes in this Part was the Ruin of them
•,.'i. (i.) Th;:t the Captain fpcke it without due Cau'lion, io that M'inter and PeUrfon, the two principal
J.Iakcontent?, and who were exprefly mention'd by the
(,'sptain to be correfted^ overheard it, and knew by
tiiat Means what tiiey had to exped, if they did not
immediately beftir themfelves to prevent it. (2.) The
ctlicr Miftake was, that when the Captain and Mate
agreed that it was neceffary to have the Arms got ready
and brought into the great Cabbin, the Captain unhappily bad him go immediately to GOVJ, the iecond Mate
and Gunner, and give him Orders to get the Arms
c'e ired and loaded for him, and fo to bring them up to
the great Cabbin; which was in fhort, to tell the Confpis ators that the Captain was preparing to be too ilrong
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for them if they did not fall to work with him imme*.
diately.
Winter and Peterfin went immediately forward, where
they knew the reft of the Mutineers were, and to
whom they communicated what they had heard, telling
them that it was Time to provide for their own Safety, for otherwife their Deftruftion was refolv'd on, and
the Captain would foon be in fuch a Pollure that there
would be no meddling with him.
While they were thus confulting at firft, as they faid,
only for their own Safety, Gow and Williams came in
to 'tliem, with feme others to the Number of eight,
and no fooner were they join'd by thcfe two, but tliey
fell downright to the Point, which Gaw had fo long
form'd in his own Mind, t;;«. to feize upon the Captain and Mate, and all thofe that they could not bring
to join with them ; in (hoi c, to throw them into the
Sea, and to go upon the Account, i. e. to run away
with the Ship and turn Pirates ; and a very little Confultation ferv'd for what was before them; for they
came immediately to this fhort but hcUifh Refolution,
mix. that they would immediately that very Nigiit,
murder the Captain, and fuch others as they naniM,
and afterwards proceed with the Ship as they ftiould
fee Caufe.
And here it is to be obferv'd, that tho' Winter and
Peterfin were in the firft Propofal, namely, to prevent
their being brought to Correilion by the Captain, yet
Goxy and WHUasns were the principal Advifers in the
bloody Part, vAich however the reft foon came into ;
for as they had but little T'ime to rcfolve in, fo the'/
had but very little Debate about it; but vfhat was i\xi\^
propofcd was forthwith engag'd in andconfented to,
Bcfides it muft not be omitted, that as I have faid,
upon good Grounds, that Gontj had always had the
wicked Game of Pirating in his Head, and that he had
attempted it, or rather try'd to attempt it before, but
was not able to bring it to pafs; So he had, and WH- ,^
Hams alfo had feveral Times, even in this very Voyage, ^
f •<,
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<?ropt fome Hints of this vile Defign, as they thought
tiiere was Room for it, and touch'd two or three Timesar what a noble Opportunity they had of enriching
themfelves, and making their Fortunes, as they wickedly call'd it. This was when tliey had four Chefts of
Money on Board, and Williams made it a kind of a Jeft
in his Difcourfe, how eafily they might carry it off. Ship
and all; but as they did not find themfelves feconded,
cr that any of the Men fhewed themfelves in Favour of
fuch a Thing, but rather fpoke of it with Abhorrence,
they paffed it over as a kind of Difcourfe that had nothing at all in it, except that one of the Men, iiiz.
the Surgeon, took them up fhort once, for fo much as
jnentioning fuch a Thing, told them the Thought was
Criminal, and it ought not to be fpoken of among them.
Which Reproof 'twas fuppos'd coll him his Life afterwards.
As Goiu and his Comrade had thus flarted the Thing
at a diflance before, tho' it was then without Succefs,yet they had the lefs to do now, when other Difcontents had raifed a fecrec Fire in the Breafts of the
Men; for now being, as it were, mad and defperate
with Apprehenlions of their being to be feverely puiiifli'd by the Captain, they wanted no Perfuafions to
come into the moft wicked Undertaking that the Devi),
or any of his Agents cou'd propofe to them. Nor do
wc find, that upon any of their Examinations, they
pretended to have made any Scruples of, or Objedtions
againft the Cruelty of the bloody Attempt that was to
be made, but came into it at once, and refolv'd to put
it in Execution the very fame Evening,
It was the Captain's conftant Cuftom to call all the
Ships Company every Night at eight o'Clock, into the
great Cabbin to Prayers, and then the Watch beirig
St, one Watch went upon Deck, and the other turn'd
in, (as the Seamen call it) that is, went to their Hammocks to Sleep, and here they concerted their devilifh
Plot. It was the Turn of five of the Confpirators to
go to Sleep, and of thefe, Guw and Willlawii were
tWOj
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two, the tliree who were upon Deck were, Wintn-,
Rolfon, and Mehin a Scotchman.
The Perfons they had immediately defign'd for Dcilraftion were four, via. the Captain, the Mate, the
Super-Cargo, and the Surgeon, whereof all but the
Captain were gone to Sleep, the Captain himfelf being
upon the Quarter-Deck,
Between Nine and Ten at Night, all being quiet and "
fecure, and the poor Gentlemen that were to be murder'd fail afleep, the Villains that were bslow gave the
Watch Word, which was, Who fires next \ At which
they all got out of their Hammocks, with as little Noife
as they could, and going in the Dark to the Hammocks
of the Chief Mate, Super-Cargo, and Surgeon, they,
cut all their Throats, the Surgeon's Throat was cut fg •
effeftually, that he coald Struggle very little with them,
but leaping out of his Hammock, ran up to get u pon
the Deck, holding his Hand upon his Throat, but
ftumbled at the Tiller, and falling down, had no Breath,
and confequently no Strength to raife himfelf, but dy'd
where he lay.
The Mate whofe Throat was cut, but not his Windpipe, had ftruggled fo vigoroufly with the Villain that attack'd him, that he got from him, and got into the
Hold, and the Super-Carg,o in the fame Condition, get •
forwards between Decks under fome Deals, and both oi
them begg'd with the moft moving Cries and Intreaties
for their Lives ; but nothing could prevail, they beg'd
with the fome Earneftnefs only for a few Momenta to
pray to God, and recommend their Souls to his Mercy ;
but alike in vain, for the wretched Murderers, heated
with Blood, were pai's all Pity, and not being able to
come at them with their ELnives, with which they, had
begun the Execution, they {hot them with their Piftols,
firing feveral Times upon eac'ri of them, till they found
tlney were quite dead.
As all this before the firings could not be done without fome Noife, the C'aptain who \yas walking alone
Bfoa the Quarter-Dect. call' out, and ask'd. What luas
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the Mailer ? The Boatfwain who fat on the Jfur-Bifr,
and was not of the Party anfwer'd, He could not tell,
bat was afraid there was fome Bady over board ; upon
whidi the Captain ftep'd towards the Ship's Side to look
over, when Winter, Roivlinfon, and Melvin, coming
that Moment behind him, kid Hands on him, and Jiftirg him up, at once attempted to throw him overboard into the Sea, but he being a nimble ftrong Man,
got hold of the Shrouds, and ftruggled fo hard witli
them that they could not break his Hold, but turning
his Head to look behind him to fee who he had to deal
with, cne of them cut his Throat with a broad Dutch
Knife ; but neither was that Wound mortal ; and the
Captain ilill ilruggled with them, tho' feeing he fhould
undoubtedly be inurder'd, he conltantly cry'd out to
God for Mercy, for he found there was no Mercy to be
expefted from them. During this Struggle, another of
the Murd'rers ftabb'd him with a Knife in the Back,
-.md that with fuch Force, that the Villain could not
draw the Knife out again to repeat the Blow, which he
i,\ ould otherwife have done.
At this Moment Gonu came up from the Butchery he
had been at between Decks, and feeing the Captain ilill
alive, hewentclofe up to him, and fliot him (as he
confefled) with a Brace of Bullets.
What Part he fiiot him into could not be known,
tho' they faid that he fhot him into the Head, how-;
ever he had yet Life enough, tho' they threw him over
Board, to take hold of a Rope, and would ftill have
feved himfelf, but they cut that Rope, and then he k)k
into the Sea and was feen no more. Thus they finifh'd
the Tragedy, having murd'red four of tlie principal
Men of Command in the Ship, fo that there was now
no Body to oppofe them ; for Gow being fecond Mate
and Gunner, the Commarid fell to him of Courfe, and
the reft of the Men having no Arms ready, nor knowing how to get at any, were in the utmofi: Conftcrnaticn, expecting they would go on with the Work, and
cut all tiieir I'hroats.
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In this Fright every one ftiifted for himfelf, as fof
thofe who were upon Deck, fome got up into the Round
Tops, others got into Ae Ship's Head, refolving to
throw themfelves into the Sea, rather than to be mangled with Knives, and murd'red in cool Blood; as the
Captain and Mate, &c. had bfeen; thofe who were
below, not knowing what to do, or whofe Turn it
ftiould be next, lay ftill in their Hatnmocks, expefting
Death every Moment, and not daring to ftir, lead the
Villains ftiould think they did it in order to make Re •
fiflance, v/hich however they were no way capable of
doing, having no Concert one with another, nor knowing who was alive or who was dead; whereas had the
Captain, who was himfelf a bold and float Man, been
in his great Cabbin with three or four Men with him,
and his Fire Arms as he intended to have had, thofe
eight Fellows had never been able to have done their
Work ; but every Man was taken unprovided, and in
the utmoft Surprize, fo that the Murd'rers met with
no Refvftance; and as for thofe that were left, they
were in the utmoft Terror and Amazement, expefting
every Minute to be murd'red as the reft had been.
But the Villains had done, the Perfons who had any
Command were difpatch'd, fo they cool'd a little as to
Blood. The firft Thing they did afterwards was to call
up all the eight upon the Quarter-Deck, where they
congratulated one another, and fhook Hands together,
engaging to proceed by unanimous Confent in their refolved Defign, that is to fay, of turning Pyrates ; in
Order to which, they with an Nem. Con. chofe Goiv
to command the Ship, promifmg all Subjedlion and Obedience to his Orders j {fo that now we muft call him
Captain Gow) and he, by the fame Confent of the reft,
named IVUlianis to be his Lieutenant, other Officersthey appointed afterwards.
The firft Order they ilTued, was to let all the reft of
the Men know, that if they continu'd quiet, andoffer'd
not to meddle with any of their Affairs, they fhould
receive no Hurt; but flriftly forbid any Mm among
theiri

III

1134 ]
wt

them to fet a Foot abaft the Main-maf!, except they
were call'd to the Helm, upon Pain of being immediately cut in Pieces, keeping for that Purpofe one Man
at the Steerage-Door, and one upon Quarter-Deck,
with drawn Cutlafhes in their Plands ; but there was
no Need for it, for the Men were fo terrify'd with the
bloody Doings they had feen, that they never offer'd
to come in Sight till they were call'd.
Their next Work was to throw the three dead Bodies
of the Mate, the Surgeon, and the Super-Cargo, overboard, which they faid lay in their Way, and that
was foon done, their Pockets being firfl: fearch'd and
rifled ; from tiience they went to work with the great
Cabbin, and with all the Lockers, Chefls, Boxes, and
Trunks, thefe they broke open and rifled, tlwt is, fuch
as belong'd to the murd'red Perfons, and whatever they
found there, they ihar'd among themfelves. When
they had done this, they call'd for Liquor, and fat down
to Drinking till Morning, leaving the Men (as above)
to keep Guard, and particularly to guard the Arms,
but reliev'd them from Time to Time, as they faw
Occafion.
By this Time they had drawn in four more of the
Men to approve of what they had done, and promifed
to join with them, fo that now they were twelve in
Number, and being but twenty-four at firft, whereof
four were murd'red, they had but eight Men to be
apprehenfive of, and thole they could eafily look after j
fo the next Day they fent for them all to appear before their new Captain, where they were told by Go--w
what his Refolution was, ws. to go a Cruiling, or to
go upon the Account, (as above) that if they were willing to join with them, and come into their Meafures,
they fijould be well ufed, and there fhould be no Difiindlion among them, but they fliould all fare alike,
that they had been forc'd by the barbarous Ufage of
Ferneau to do what they iiad done, but that now there
was no looking back, and therefore as they iiad not
been concern'd in what was pall, they had notiiing to
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Ao but to 2.&. in Concert, do their Duty as Sailors, and
obey Orders for the good of the Ship, and no Harm
fhould be done to any of them.
As they all look'd like condemn'd Prifoners brought
up to the Bar to receive Sentence of Death, fo they all
anfwer'd by a profound Silence, not one Word being
faid by any of them, which Goiv took as they meant
it, viz. for a Confent, becaufe they durft not refufej
fo they were then permitted to go up and down every
where as they ufed to do. Tho' fuch of them as fometimes afterward (hewed any Reluftance to aft as Principals were never trufted, always fufpefted, and often
feverely beaten, and fome of them were many ways inhumanly treated, and that particularly by Williams the
Lieutenant, who was in his Nature a mercilefs, cruel,
and inexorable Wretch, as we flrall have occafion to take
Notice of again in its Place.
They were now in a new Circumftance of Life, and
afiting upon a different Stage of Bufmefs; before they
were a Merchant Ship, loaden upon a good Account,
with Merchants Goods from the Coaft of Barbary, and
bound to the Coail of Italy ; but they were now a
Crew of Pyrates, or as they call them in the Levant,
Corfaires, bound no where, but to look for Spoil whereever they could find it.
In Purfuit of this wicked Trade they firft chang'd
the Name of the Ship, which before was call'd the
George Galfy, and which they call now the Renienge, a
Name indeed fuitable to the bloody Steps they had
taken. In the next Place they made the bell of the
Ships Forces: The Ship had but twelve Guns mounted
when they came out of Holland; but as they had fix
more good Guns in the Hold, with Carriages and every
Thing proper for Service, which they had in Store,
becaufe being freighted for the Dutch Merchants, and
the Algerines being at War with the Dutch, they fuppofed they might want them for Defence : Now they
took Care to mount them for a much worfe Dellgn,
fo that now they had i8 Guns, tho' too many for the
number of Hands they had on Board,
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r In the third Place, inftead of perfuing their Voyage
to Genoa with the Ships Cargo, they took a clear corttrray Courfe, and refolv'd to Station themfelves upcm
the Coafls of Spain and Portugal, and to cruise upoti all
Nations; but what they chiefly aim'd at was a Ship
with Wine, for that they wanted extreamly.
The iirft Prize they took was an Englijh Sloop belonging to Pool, Thomas Wife, Commander, bound from
l^eiufoundlattd with Fifll for Cadi» ; this was a Pri:2e
of no Value to them, for they knew not what to do
with the Filh ; fo they took out the Mailer, Mr. Wife,
and his Men, who were but five in rtumBef, With their
Anchors, Cables, and Sails, and what elfe they found
worth taking out, and funk the VeiTel.
N. B. Here it is to he ohferv'd, theyfound a Man very
Jit for their Turn, one James Belvin, he ivas Boatfivain
of the Sloop, aftout, brisk Tettonv, and a njery good Sailor,
cut cthern.vays vjichd enough tofuit itjith their Occa/ion,
and as foon as he came among them he difcover'd it; for
tho'' he ivas not in the fir ft bloody Contrivance, yet "'tis
evident hejoin'd heartily in all the Villainies which folkiv'd, and took all Occafions to engage their Confidence,
and to convince them that he ivas hearty in his joining them.
In a Word, he was the moft aftive and vigorous Fellow of any that were forc'd into their Service; for
. many of the other, tho' they afted with them, and
yitxt apparently allifting, yet there was always a kirrd
of Backwardnefs and Difguft at the Villainy, for which
they were often maltreated, and always fufpefted by
•their Mailers.
The next Prize they took was a Scotch Veflel, bound
from Glafgoiv, with Herrings and Salmon, from thence
to Genoa, and commanded by one Mr. John Somervilk,
of Port Patrick; this Ve/Iel was likewife of little Value
to them, except that they took oat, as they had done
from the other, their Arms, Ammunition, Cloths, Provifions, Sails, Anchors, Cables, iSc and every Thing
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of Valufij and therefore they funk her too, as tT\ey
had done the Sloop. The Reafon they gave for finking
thefe two Vefiels was, to prevent their being difcover'd;
for as they were now cruifing on the Coaft of Portugal,
had they let the Ships have gone with feveral of their
Men on board, they would prefently have ftood in for
t\\a Shore, and have given the Alarm, and the Men of
War, of which there were feveral, as well Dutch as
Englijh, in the River of Lisbon, would prefently have
put out to Sea in queft of them, and they were very unwilling to leave trie Coaft of Portugal till they had got
a Ship with Wine, which they very much wanted.
They Cruifed eight or ten Days after this, without
feeing lo much as one Veffel upon the Seas, and were
juft refolving to ftand more to the Northward, to the
Coaft of Gallitia, when they defcryed a Sail to the
Southward, being a Ship about as big as their own,
tho' they could not perceive what Force {he had ; however they gave Chafe, and the Veffel perceiving it,
crouded from them with all the Sail they could make,
lioifting up FiCiich Colours, and ftanding away to the
Southward.
They continu'd the Chafe three Days and three
Nights, and tho' they did not gain much upon her,
the Frenchman failing very well, yet they kept her in
Sight all the while, and for the moft Part within Gun
Shot; but the third Night, the Weather proving a little
haizy, the Frenchman chang'd his Courfe in the Night,
and fo got clear of them.
They v;ere now gotten a long Way to the Southward,
and being greatly difappointed, and in Want of Water
as well as Wine, they refolv'd to ftand away for the
Maderas, which they knew was not far off, fo they accordingly made the Ifland in two Days more, and keeping a large Offing, they cruized for three or four Days
more, expefting to meet with fome Portuguese Veflel
going in or coming out j but 'twas in vain, for nothing
llirr'd ; fo tired with expefting, they ftood in for the
Read, and came to an Aiichor, 'tho' at a great Diftance,
then
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then they fent their Boat towards the Shore with feven
Men all well armed, to fee whether it might not be
prafticabie to board one of the Siiips in the Road, and
cutting her away from her Anchors bring her offj or
if they found that could not be done, then their Orders
were to intercept fome of the Boats belonging to the
Place, which carry Wines off on Board the Ships in the
Road, or from one Place to anoti:.er in the Coaft j but
they came back again difaf pointed m both, every Body
being alarni'd and aware of them, knowing by their
Foilure what they were.
Having thus fpent feveral Days to no Purpofe, and
finding themfelves diicover'd, (at length being apparently under a NecelTity to make an Attempt fome where)
tiie flood away for Porio Santa, about ten Leagues to
the Windward of Maderas, and belonging alfo to the
Poi-tuguefe; here puttii g up Britijh Colours, they fent .
their Boat afhore with Captain Somer^vUPs BJII of Health,
and a Prefent ro the Governourof* three Barrels of
Salmon, and fix Barrels of Herrings, and a very civil
Meflage, defiring Leave to Water, and to buy fome Refreihments, pretending to be bound to——
The Governour very cciurteoufly granted their Defire, but with more Courtefy than Difcretion, went ofF
iirafelf with about Nine or Ten of his principal People, to pay the Englifi) Captain a Vifit, little thinking
what a kind of a Captain it was they were going to
compliment, and what Price it might have coft them.
However Govj handfomely dreffed, receiv'd them
with fome Ceremony, and entertain'd them tollerably
well for a while; but the Governour having been kept
as long by Civility as they could, and the Refrefliments
from the Shore not appearing, he was forc'd to unmaik,
and when the Governour and his Company rofe up to
take their Leave, they were to their great Surprize,
fuddenly furrounded with a Gang of Fellows with Mufquets, and an Officer at. the Head of them, who told
them in fo many Words,, they were- the Captain's Prifojiers, and. mull not thinli of going on Shore any more
till.
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tin the Water and Provifions which were promifed,
fliould come on Board.
It is impoffible to conceive the Confternation and
Surprize the Portuguefe Gentry were in, nor is it very
decently to be exprefl'ed ; the poor Governour was K)
much more than half dead with the Fright, that he
really befoulM himfelf in a piteous manner, and the reft
were in no better Condition ; they trembled, cry'd,
begg'd, crofied themfelves, and faid their Prayers as
Men going to Execution ; but 'twas all one, they were
told flatly the Captain was not to be trifled with, that
the Ship was in want of Provifions, and they would
have them, or they would carry them all away ; they
were however well enough treated, except the Reftraint
of their Perfons, and were often a&ed to refrelh themfelves, but they would neither eat or drink any more all
the while they ftay'd on Board, which was till the next
Day in the livening, when to their great SatisfeSiori
they faw a great Boat come off from the Fort, and
which came direftly on Board with feven Buts of Water, a Cow and a Calf, and a good number of Fowls.
When the Boat came on Board, and had deliver'd
the Stores, Captain Gow complimented the Governour
and his Gentlemen, and difchargM them, to their great
Joy ; and befides difcharging them, he gave them in
return for the Provifions they brought, two Cerons of
Bees Wax, and fir'd them three Guns at their g^ing
away.
Having had no better Succefs in this out of the way
run to the Maderas, they refolv'd to make the bed of
their Way back again to the Coaft of Spain or Portugal; they accordingly left Porto Santa the next Morning, with a fair Wind, Handing direftly for Cape St.
Vincent, or the Southward Cape.
They had not been upon the Coaft of 5/i«i« above
two or three Days before they met with a Ne-ixt England
Ship,
Crofs, Commander, laden with Slaves, and
bound for Lisbon, and being to load there with Wine
for Lcmdo/i j this was a Prize alfo of no Value to them,
and.
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and they began to be very much difcourag'd with theii'
bad Fortune. However they took out Captain Cro,i
and his Men, which were feven or eight in Number,
with moft of the Provifions, and fome of the Sails, and
gave the Ship to Captain M^iji the Poo/Mzn, who they
took at firft in a Sloop to INewfoundland; and in order
to pay Wife and his Men for what he took from them,
and made them Satisfaftion, as he call'd it, he gave to
Captain Wife and his Mate 24 Cerons of Bees Wax,
and to each of his Men, who were four in Number,
two Cerons of Wax each ; thus he pretended Honefty,
and to make Reparation of Damages,' by giving them
the Goods which he had robb'd the Dutch Merchants
of, whofe Super-Cairgo he had mud'red.
After this cruizing fome Days off of the Bay, they
met with a French Ship from Cadiz, laden with Wine,
Oy], and Fruit; this was in fome Refpecl, the very
Thing they wanted, fo they mann'd her with their own
Men, and flood off to Sea, that they might divide the
Spoil of her with more Safety, for they were then too
near the Land.
And firft they took out the French Mailer and all
his Men, which were twelve in number ; then they
fhifted great Part of the Cargo, efpecially of the Wine,
with fome Oyl, and a large quantity of Almonds, out
cf the French Ship into their own, with five of his beft
Gun?, and their Carriages, all their Ammunition and
fmall Arms, and all the beft of their Sails, and ther»
they gave tiJat Ship to Captain Somerville, the Glaf
goiv Captain, whofe Ship they had funk^ and- to Capf.
Crof the Ne-Mj England Captain, who they had taken
but juft before, and to do Juftice, as they call'd it, here
alfo they gave half the Ship and Cargo to Somerville,
one Quarter to his Mate, and the other Quarter to Capt.
Crop, and f 6 Cerons of Wax to the Men to be Ihar'd
among them.
It is to be obferv'd here, that Capt. Somer'vrlk carry'd all his Men along with him, except one who chofe
to enter among the Pyrates j fo that he cou'd never
pretend
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pretend he was forc'd into their Service; but Crof!:\
Men where all detain'd, whether by Force, or by their
own Confent, does not appear at prefent.
The Day before this Divifion of the Spoil, they
faw a large Ship to Windward, which at firft put them
into fome Surprize, for (he came bearing down direftly upon them, and they thought fhe had been a Portuguefe Man of War, but they found foon after that it
was a Merchant Ship, with French Colours, and bound
Home as they fuppofed, from the We/i-Indies, and it
was fo ; for as we afterwards learnM, me was leaden at
Martinico, and bound for RucheJk.
Tlie Frenchman, not fearing them, came on large to
the Wind, being a Ship of much greater Force than
Gow's Ship, and carrying 3 2 Guns and 80 Men, befides a great many Paflengers; however Gow at firft
made as if he would lie by for them, but feeing plainly what a Ship it was, and that they (hould have their
Hands full of her, he began to confider, and calling
his Men all together upon the Deck, told them his
Mind, njiz. That the Frenchman <wai apparently Juperior in Force every U'^ay, that they ivere hut ill-mamid,
and had a great many Prifoners on Board, and that fome
of their own People luere not to be very nvell trujied, that
fix of their bejl Hands njaere on Board the Prize, and
that all they had left 'were not fufftcient to ply their Guns
andfiand by their Sails ; and that therefore as they 'were
under no Necefity to engage, fo he thought it wjould be
next to Madntjs to think of it, the 'Sxem.)x Ship being fi
'very much fuperior to them in Force.
The generality of the Men were of Goivi Opinion,
and agreed to decline the Fight, but Williams his Lieutenant, ftrenuoufly oppofed it, and being not to be appeasM hy all that Gouj could fay to him, or any one
elfe, ilcw out in a Rage at Gorjt, upbraiding him with
being a Coward, and not fit to command a Ship of Force.
The Truth is, Gow\ Reafoning was good, and the
Thing was juft, confidering their own Condition ; but
IVilliams was a Fellow uncapable of any folid thinking'
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wg, had a kind of a fava^e, brutal Courage, but nothing of true Bravery in him, and this made him the
moil defperate and outragious Villain in the World, and
the moll cruel and inhumane to thofe whofe Difaller it
was to fall into his Hands, as had frequently appear'd
in the Ufage of the Prifoners under his Power, in this
very Voyage.
Gowa was a Man of Temper, and nothwithftanding
all the ill Language Williams gave him, faid little or
nothing, but by Way of Argument, againll attacking
the French Ship, which would certainly have been too
ftrong for them : But this provok'd Williams the more,
and he grew to fuch an extravagant Height, that he
demanded boldly of GOIM to give his Orders for Fighting, which Gonu declining ftill, Williams prefented his
Piftol at him, and fnapt it, but it did not go oiF, which
enrag'd him the more.
Winter and Feterfon Handing neareil to Williams, and
feeing him fo furious, flew at him immediately, and
each of them iir'd a Piftol at him, one Ihot him thro'
the Arm, and the other into his Belly, at which he fell,
and the Men about him laid hold of him to throw him
over Board, believing he was dead, but as they lifted
him up, he flarted violently out of their Hands, and
leaped direftJy into the Hold, and from thence run defperately into the Powder-Room, with his Piftol cock'd
in his Hand, fwearing he would blow them all up ; and
had certainly done it, if they had not feiz'd him juft
as he had gotten the Scuttle open, and was that Moment going in to put his hellifh Refolution in Praftice.
Having thus fecur'd the raving Creature, they carry'd him forward to the Place which they had made on
Purpofe between Decks to fecure their Prifoners, and •
put him in amongft them, having firft loaded him with
Irons, and particularly Hand-cuffed him with his Hands
behind him, to the great Satisfaftion of the other Prifoners, who knowing what butcherly, furious Fellow he
was, were terrified to the laft: Degree, to fee him come
in among them, till they faw the Condition he came i».
He
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Ife was indeed the Terror of all the Prifoners, for he
nfually treated them in a barbarous manner, without
the leaft Provocation, and meerly for his Humour,
fwearlng he would (hoot them that Moment, and then
-would beat them unmercifully, and all for his Diverfion,
as he call'd it.
Having thus laid him faft, they prefently refolv'd to
ftand away to the Weftward, by which they quitted the
Martinico Ship, who by that Time was come nearer to
them, and farther convinc'd them they were in no Condition to have engag'd her, for fhe was a ftout Ship,
and full of Men.
All this happen'd juft the Day before they fliar'd their
l?.ft Prize among the Prifoners, (as I have laid) in which
they put on fuch a mock Face of doing Juftice to the
feveral Captains, Mates, and other Men, their Prifoners, vvhofe Ships they had taken away, and who now
they made a Reparation to, by giving them what they had taken violently from another, that it vras a ftrange
Medly of mock Juflice made up of Rapine and Generofity blended together.
Two Days after this they took a 5?-i/?a/Ship bound
from Neivfoundiand to Oporto, with I'hhj they let her
Cargo alone, for they had no occafion for Fifh, but they
took out alfo almoft all their Provifions, all the Ammunition, Arms, (^c. all her good Sails, alfo her beft Cables,
and forced two of her Men to go away with them, and
then put ten of the Frenchmen on Board her, and let
her go.
But juft as they were parting with her, they confulted together what to do with Williams their Lieutenant, who was then among their Prifoners, and in Irons,
and after a (hort Debate, they refolv'd to put him on
iJoard the Brijiol Man, and fend him away too, which
accordingly was done, with Direftions to the Mailer to
deliver him on Board the iirll Bnglijh Man of War
they fhould meet with, in order to his being hang'd for
a Pyrate, (fo they jeeringly call'd him) as ioon as they
came to England, giving them alfo an Account of fome
of
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of his Villainies, and telling them it was Time he
was hang'd out of the Way.
One Inftance of Barbarity in Williams will be fuflicient to julHfy all that can be faid of him, namely,
that when Goiv gave it as a Reafon againil engaging
with the Martinico Ship, that he had a great many Prifoners on Board, (as above) and fome of their own
Men that they could not depend upon ; Williams propofed to have them all call'd up, one by one, and to
cut their Throats and throw them over Board ; a Propofal fo horrid, that the worft of the Crew Ihook their
Heads at it, yet Goixi anfwer'd him very handfomely.
That there had been too ?nuch Blood fpilt already ; yet the
refufing this heighten'd the Quarrel, and was the chief
Occafion of his olfering to Pillol CC-M himfelf: After
which, his Behaviour was fuch, as made all tlie Ships
Crew refolve to be rid of him ; and 'twas thought, if
they had not had an Opportunity to fend him away as
they did by the Brijlol Ship, they would have been oblig'd to have hang'd him themfelves.
When they put Williams on Board the Brijiol Man,
and he was told what Direftions they gave with him,
he began to relent, and made all the Interceffion he cou'd
to Capt. Gotv for Pardon, or at leaft not to be put on
Board the Ship, knowing if he was carry'd to Lisbon,
he fhould meet with his Due from the Portuguefe, if
not from the Eiiglijh; for it feems he had been concern'd in feme ^'illainies among the Portuguefe before
he came on Board the George Galley, what they were
he did not confefs, nor indeed did his own Ship's Crew
trouble themfelves to examine him about it: He had
been wicked enough among them, and it was fufficient
to make them ufe him as they did; it was more to be
wonder'd indeed, they did not cut him in Pieces upon
the Spot, and throw him into the Sea, iuilf on one Side
of the Ship, and half on the other, for there was fcarce
a Man in the Ship, but on one Occafion or other had
fome Apprehenfions of him, and might be faid to go
in Danger of his Life from him.
But
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But they chofe to fhift their Hands of him this bloodlefs Way ; fo they double fetter'd him and brouglit him
up : When they brought him out among llie Men, he
begg'd they would throw him into the Sea and drown
him ; then entreated for his Life with a meannefs whi; h
made them defpife him, and with Tears, fo that one
Time they began to relent,; but then the devilifh Temper of the Fellow over-rul'd it again, fo at lall they rofolv'd to let him go, and did accordingly put him on
Board, and gave him many a liearty Curie at p\rting,
wilhing him a good Voyage to the Gallows, as v^as
made good afterwards, tho' in fuch Company as they
little thought of at that Time.
The Bnjlcl Captain was very juft to them, for according to their Orders, as foon as they came to Lisbon,
they put him on Board the Argyk, one of his Majeily's
Ships, Captain Bo-Mler, Commander, then lying in the
Tagiis, and bound Home for England, who accordingly brought him Home ; tho' as it happen'd, Fleaveu
brought the Captain and the reft of the Crew fo quickly to the End of all their Villainies, that they all came
Home time enough to be hang'd with their Lieutenant.
But to return to Gotu and his Crew, having thus difinifled the Briftol Man, and clear'd his Hands of moft
of his Prifoners, he, with the fame wicked Generofity,
gave the Briftol Captain 13 Cerons of Bees Wax, as a
Gratuity for his Trouble and Charge with the Prifoners, and in RecompenCe, as he call'd it, for the Goods
he had taken from him, and fo they parted.
What thefe feveral Captains did, to whom they thus
divided the Spoil of poor ferneaus Cargo, or as I
ought rather to call it, of the Merchant's Cargo which
was loaded in 'Africa ; I fay, what was done with the
Bees Wax and other Things, which they diilributed
to the Captains and their Crew, who they thus tranfpos'd
from Ship to Ship, that we cannot tell, nor indeed could
thefe People either well know how to keep it, or how
to part with it.
VOL.
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This was the laft Prize they took, not only on the
Coaft of Portugal, but any where elfe ; for Goi.v, who
to give him his due, was a Fellow of Council, and had
a great Prefence of Mind in Cafes of Exigence, confider'd that as foon as the Briftol Ship came into the
River of Lisbon, they would certainly give an Account
of them, as well of their Strength, as of their Station
in which they cruized ; and that confequently the £«%UJh Men of War, of which there are generally fome
jn that River, would immediately come Abroad to look
for them ; fo he began to reafon with liis Officers, that
now the Coaft of Portugal would be no proper Place at
all for them, unlefs they refolved to fall into the Hands
of the faid Men of War ; and that they ought to confider immediately what to do.
In thefe Debates fome advifed one Thing, fome another, as is ufual in like Cafes, fome were for going
to the Coaft of Guinea, where (as they faid) was
Purchafe enough, and very rich Ships to be taken ;
others were for going to the Wejl-lndies, and to cruize
among the Iflands, and take up their Station at Tobago j
others, and that not thofe of the moft ignorant, propofed the ftanding in to the Bay of Mexico, and to
join in with fome of a new fort of Pyrates at St. Jago
dc la Cuba, who are all Spaniards, and call themlelves
Guarda del Coajia, that is. Guard Ships for the Coaft,
but under that Pretence make Prize of Ships of all
Nations, and fometiraes even of their own Countrymen
too, but efpecially of the Englijh; but when this was
propofed it was anfwer'd, they durft not truft the Spariards.
Another fort was for going to the North oi America,
and after having taken a Sloop or two on the Coaft of
l^euj-England, or Ne^w-Tork, laden with Provifions for
the Weft-Indies, which would not have been very
hard to do, fuch b?ing often palTing and re-paffing there,
and by which they might have been fufF.-if .".tly Itu.'d
with Provifion, then to have gone aw-.y i.o liie SouthSeas; but Govj objefted, that they^wcrc noi ma".;'d
feaflic^pjit'y
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fufficiently for fuch an Undertaking; and likewife, that
they had not fufficient Stores of Ammunition, efpecially
of Powder and fmall Arms, for any confiderable Aftion
with the Spaniards.
Then it was offered by the Boatfwain, who it feema
had been in that Part of the World, to go away to
Honduras, and to the Bay of Campeachey, among the
Buccaneers and Logwood Cutters, and there they ftiould
in the firft Place be fure to pick up forty or fifty ftout
Fellows, good Sailors, and bold, entcrprizing Men, who
underftand the Spaniards, and the Spanijh Coaft on
both Sides of America, as well as any Men in the World,
and had all Fire Anns with them, and Ammunition
too, and then being well Mann'd, they might take
their hazard for Provifions, which might be had any
where, at leaft of one Sort if not of another ; befides,
when they were thoroughly Mann'd, they might cruize
for Provifions any where, and might be as likely to
meet with the Neiv-Tork and Neiv-Eiigla;:d Sloops on
the back of the Iflands, in their Way to Barbadoes and
Jamaica, as any where.
Others faid they (hould go firft to the Iflands of NenxsPro-vidence, or to the Mouth of the Gulph of Fbrida,
and then crazing on the Coaft of i^orth-America, and
making their Retreat at Neiu-Prmjidence, cruize from
the Gulf of Florida, North upon the Coaft of Carolina, and as high as the Capes of Virginia. But nothing could be refolv'd on, till at laft Gow let them
into the Secret of a Projedl, which, as he told them,
he had long had in his Thoughts, and which was, to
go away to the North of Scotland, near the Coaft of
which, as he faid, he was born and bred, and where
he faid, if they met with no Purchafe upon the Ssa, he
could tell them how to enrich themfelves by going oa
Shore.
To bring them to concur with this Defign, he reprefented the Danger they were in where they were,
(as above) the Want they were in of frelh Water, and
of feveral kind of Provifions, but above all, the NecefG 2•
f;ty
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iity they were in of careening and cleaning their Ship ;
that it was too long a Run for them to go to the Southward, and that they had not Provifions to ferve them
till they could reach to any Place proper for that Purpofe, and might be driven to the utmoft Diftrefs, if
they (hould be put by from Watering, either by Weather or Enemies.
Alfo he told them, if any of the Men of War came
out in Search of them, they would never imagine they
were gone away to the Northward, fo that their Run
that Way was perfeftly fecure : And he could aflure
them of his own Knowledge, that if they landed in
fuch Places as he fhould direft, they could not fail of a
confiderable Booty in plund'ring fome Gentlemen's
Houfes, who liv'd fecure and unguarded very near the
Shore : And that tho' the Country fiiould be alarm'd,
yet before the Governm.ent could fend any Man of
War to attack them, they might clean their Ship, l?y
in a fiore of frefh Provifions, and be gone j and befides that, they would get a good many ftout Fellows to
go along with them, upon his Encouragement; fo that
they fhould be better Mann'd than they were yet, and
ftould be ready againft all Events.
Thefe Arguments, and their approaching Fate concurring, had a fufficient Influence on the Ship's Company to prevail on them to confent .• So they made the
beft of their Way to the Northward, and about the
middle of JdiiKary they arriv'd at Carrijioan, in the
Ifles of Orkney, and came to an Anchor in a Place which
(?o^^; told them was fafe riding under the Lee of a fmall
Ifland at fome Diftance from the Port.
Gonij being now fole Direftor, as well as Commander
of the Ship, call'd them all together, to tell them whtt
Account they fhould give of theinfelves, when th> y
came to converfe with any of the People of the Iflan(,
that they might agree in their Story, and give no Cau %
of Sufpicion ; and 'tis moft certain, that had they been
careful to cbferve his Direftion.c, and net betray'd and
expos'd therafelves, they might have palTed undifcover'd,
and
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and done all the Mifchief they intended without alartn •
ing the Country. His Orders were, that they fhould
fay they came from Cadiz, and were bound for Stoci^
holm, and thence to Dantzick; but tliat they had had a
long PafTage, by reafon of contrary Winds, and loil
their Opportunity of pafling the Sound, whicli was no\V
full of Ice, if not frozen up; and that they had been
driven fo far to the Norward by Strefs of Weather,
that they wanted Water and frefli I'rovifions, and to
clean their Ship ; that they would pay for whatever they
were fupply'd with, and that by the Time they liad
clean'd their Ship, they hop'd the Weather would be
warm, and the Seas open for them to proceed on their
Voyage. This Tale was eafy to tell, and probable enough, and therefore likely enough to be believ'd ; and
they all oblig'd themfelves to give the fame Account exaftly, and not to vary the leaft Tittle from it, or fo
much as whifper otherwife, upon Pain of immeJiita
Death.
In Carriftaun Harbour they found a fmall Scots Bark,
——Lumfdak, Mafter, loaden with Wine and Brandy,
and bound about to the Ifle of Man ; this was a welcome Thing to them all, and had it been any where
elfe, they would have made it a good Prize ; but as
they had Goods fufficient on Board, and fuch as were
very acceptable Merchandize, Lumfdak traded very freely with them, and Govj bartred feven Cerons of Wax,
and about 200 lb. Weight of Barbaiy Copper with
him for a Hoglhead of Geneva, and an Anchor of
Brandy, and fome other Goods; and it was believ'd
that Goiu had fome Money into the Bargain.
A Day or two after, a Swedijh Veffel came into the
Road bound from Stockholm to Glafgo-w, and laden with
Siuedes Iron, and Eajl Country Plank ; they traded
with her alfo for 20 Coil of new Rope, for which GOIM
gave the Mafter eleven Cerons of Bees Wax : It has
been faid, they plundfer'd this Veflel of feveral other
Goods, and oblig'd the Mafter to promife to fail direftly to his Port, without fpeaking to any Body, on Pain
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rf finking the Ship j tut this wants Confirmation, nor
is it probable they would venture to do fo in a Port
where they refolv'd to ftay any long Time, and where
they knew it was fo neceflary to be entirely conceal'd.
But now their Misfortunes began to come on, and
Things look'd but \vith an indifferent Afpeft upon
.them, for feveral of their Men, efpecially fuch of them
as had been forc'd or decoy'd into their Service, began
to think of making their Efcape from them, and to
cnft about for Means to bring it to pafs. The iirft was
a young Man, who was originally one of the Ship's
Company, but was forc'd by fear of being murd'red,^
(as has been obferv'd) to give a filent Affent to go with
them, he took an Opportunity to get away.
It was one Evening when the Boat went on Shore,
(for tJiey kept a civil Correfpondence with the People
of the Town) this young Fellow being one of the Ship's
Crew, and having been feveral Times on Shore before,
and therefore not fufpefted, gave them the Slip, and
got away to a Farm-houfe which lay under a Hill out
of Sight, and threre for two or three Pieces of Eight,
he got a Horfe, and foon by that Means efcap'd to
Kirk'wall, a Market Town, and the Chief of the Orkneys, about 12 Miles from the Place where the Ship
lay.
As foon as he came there he fnrrend'red himfelf to
the Government, defiring Protection, and inform'd
them who Gonv was, and what the Ship's Crew were,
and upon wh:, t Bufinefs they were abroad, with what
elfe he knew of their Defigns, as to plund'ring the
Gentlemen's Houfes, bfc. Upon which they immediately riifed the Country, and a Strength together to defend themfelves.
E^i: cbe next Difafter that attended them was, (for
Mi^iortunes feldom come alone) more fatal than tliis,
for 10 of Gsw's Men, molt of them likewife Men
forced into their Service, went away with the long Boat,
WaV'mg the belt of their Way for the main Land of
Scotland,
N. B,
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N. B. Thefe Men however they did, or what Shift
foever they made to get fo far, were taken in the Firth
of Edinburgh, and made Prifoners there.
Had GtTM taken the Alarm as he ought to have done,
at either of thefe Accidents, and put to Sea, either ilood
over for the Coaft of Nor'way, or have run thro' Weftward to the Iflands, and gone for the JJIs of Man, oi'
for the North of Ireland, he might have gone dear off,
for there was no Veflil in the Country that was of Force
fnfficicnt to iiave fpoken with him.
But harden'd for his own Deftruftion, and Juftice evidently purfaing him, he grew the bolder for the Difafter; and notwithftanding the Country was alarm'd,
and that he was fully difcover'd, inftead of making a
timely Efcape, he reiolv'd to Land upon them, and pat
his intended Projefts, (•vix. of plundering the Gentlemen's Houfe?) in Execution, whatever it coll him.
In Order to this, he fent the Boatfwain and i o Men
on Shore the very fame Night, very well arm'd, direfting them to go to the Houfe of Mr. Honnyman of
Grahamfey, Sheriff of the County, and v/ho was hini •
felf at that Time, to his good Fortune from Home:
The People of the Houfe had not the leaft Notice of
their coming, fo that when they knock'd at ths Door,
it was immediately open'd, upon which they all enter'd
the Houfe at once, except one Paiiton, Vi'ho they fcr
Centinel, and order'd him to ftand at the Door to fecure their Retreat, and to fecure any from coming in
after them.
Mrs. Honnyman and her Daughter were extreamly
frighted at the Sight of fo many arm'd Men coming
into the Houfe, and ran fcreaming about like People
diftrafled, while the Pyrates, not regarding them, were
looking about for Chefts and Trunks, where they might
expeft to find fome Plunder -. And Mrs. Emnyman in
her bright, coming to the Door, afe'd Panton, the
Man who they fet Centinel there, what the Meaning
of it all was ? and he told her freely, they were Pyrates, and tliat they came to plunder the Houfe. At
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this file recover'd fome Courage, and run back into the
Houfe immediately, and knowing to be fure where her
Mcrey lay, which was very confiderable, and all in
Gold,' flie put the Bags in her Lap, and boldly rufhing
by Panfon, who thought file was only running from
them in a Fright, carry'd it all off, and fo made her
Eicape with the Treafure. The Boatfwain being inform'd that the Money was carry'd off", refolve to revenge himfelf by burning the Writings and Papers, v/hich
they call there, the Charters ef their Eftates, and are always of great Value in Gentlemens Houfes of Eftates;
hut the young Lady Mr. Honeymaii's Daughter, hearing
them threaten to burn the Writings, watch'd her Opportunity, and running to the Cbarter-Rooifi wliere they
lay, and tying the moft confiderable of them up in a
Napkin, threw them out of the Window, jump'd after
tlieni herf^lf, and cfcaped without any Damage, tho' the
Window was one Story high at lealt.
iiowever the Pyratcs had the plundering of all the
rffc of the Houfe, and carry'd off a great deal of Plate,
and Things of Value, and forc'd one of the Servants
who play'd \ery well on the Bag-pipe, to march along
piping before them, when they carry'd them off to the
Ship.
'rhe next Day they weighed Anchor, intending, tho'
they had clean'd but one Side of the Ship, to put out to
Sea and quit the Coatt; but failing Eaftward, they
come to an Anchor again, at a little Ifland called Calf'
fiund, and having fome farther Mifchief in their View
there, the Boatfvvain went on Shoi-e again with fome
armed Men, but meeting with no Plunder, they carry'd
off three Women, who they kept on Board feme
Time, and ufed fo inhumanly, that when they fet them
en Shore again, they were not able to go or to Hand,
and that one of them died on the Beach -where they left
them.
The next Day they weigh'd again, holding the fame
Courfe Eaftward, thro' the Openings between the Iflands
till they came off of Roffhefs: And now G»w refolv'd
to
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to make the beft of his Way for the Ifland of Eda, to
plunder the Houfe of Mr. Fea, a Gentleman of a considerable Eftate, and who Goiu had feme Acquaintance
with, having been at School together when they were
Youths,
•It feems Goro's Reafon for refolving to attack this
Gentleman, who was his old Acquaintance, was, that
he thought the Alarm given at Carriftoun would neceffkrily draw the Gentlemen, and the beil of their Forces
that Way ; which Guefs was far from being improbable, for juft fo it was, only with Refpedl to Mr. Fea,
who having had the Alarm with the reft, yet ftay'd at
Home on a particular Occafion, his Wife being at that
Time very much indifpofed.
It is to be obferv'd here, that Carriftoun and F.da lie
with Refpeft to each other, N. E. and S. W. and the
Bodies of the chief Iflands lie between them.
On the 13 th oi February in the Morning, Go^w appearing with his Ship off of the Ifland, call'd Calffound,
Mr. Fea and his Family were very much alarm'd, not
being able to get together above fix or feven Men for
his Defence ; he therefore wrote a Letter to Goxu, intending to fend it on Board as foon as he could get into
the Harbour, to defire him to forbear the ufuai Salutei
with his great Guns, becaufe Mrs. Fea his Wife was fo
very much indifpofed ; and this as he would oblige his
old School-fellow, telling him at the fame Time, that
the Inhabitants were all fled to the Mountains, on the
Report of his being a Pyrate, wliich he hoped would
not prove true ; in which Cafe, he ftiould be very ready
to fupply him with all fuch Neceflaries as the Ifland
would aiford, defiring him to fend the Meffenger fafe
back, at whofe Return the Alarms of the People would
immediately be at an End.
The 1 ide it feems runs extreamly rapid among thofe
Iflands, and the Navigation is thereby rendered very
dangerous and uncertain : GO^M was an able Seamen,
but he was no Pilot for that Place, and which was
worfe, he had no Boat to affift in cafe of Extremityi
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to W5re the Ship; and in turning into Calfjound, he
ilood r- little too near the Point of a little Ifland, called
the Calf, and which h.^ in the middle of the PaiTage,
here his Ship miffing Stays, was in great Danger of going a Shore, to avoid which he dropp'd an Anchor under his Foot, which taking good hold, brought him
up, and he thought the Danger was over.
But as the Wind was, he lay fo near the Shore that
he couH not get under Sail again, for want of a Boat
to tow him out into the Channel, or to carry off an
Anchor to heave him out.
TJiat little Ifland above is uninhabited, but affords
Pafture to five or fix hundred Sheep, which Mr. Fea
alwpys keeps upon it, for it belongs wholly to him :
Gotjo was now in Diftrefs, and had no Remedy but to
fend his fmall Boat on Shore to Mr. Fea, to defire his
Afllftance, th.^t is to fay, to defire him to lend him a
^ac to carry out an Anchor to heave off the Ship.
Mr. Fea fern back the Boat, and one James Laitig
in it with the Letter, which 1 have already mention'd ;
Cow fent him back immediately with this Anfwer, by
Word of Mouth, T/'Z:. That he nvould 'write to no Body,
hut if Mr. Fea txjould order his People to afpjl him ivitb a
Boat to carry cut an Anchor, he luould reiuard them handfomely: Mr. Fea in the mean Time order'd his great
Boat (for he had fuch a Boat as Go-iu wanted) to be ftav'd
and launch'd into the Water and funk, and the Mafts,
Sails and Oars to be carry'd privately out of Sight.
While this was doing, Mr. Fea perceiv'd Goiv's Boat
coming on Shore, with five Perfons in her ; thefc Men
having landed on the main Ifland, left their Boat on the
Beach, antl all together marched up to the Manfion
Houfe. This put him into fome Surprize at iiril:, however he refolv'd to meet them in a peaceable manner,
tho' he perceiv'd they were all double arm'd j when he
came up to them he entreated them not to go up to the
Houfe, becaufe of the languifliing Condition of his
Wife, that (he was already frighted with the Rumours
which had been raifed of tlieir being Pyrates, and that
Hie
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ihe would certainly die with the Fear fhe was in for herfelf and Family, if they came to the Door.
The Boatfwain anfwer'd, they did not defire to fright
his Wife or any Body elfe, but they came to defire the
Affiftance of his Boat, and if he would not grant them
fo fmall a Favour, he had nothing to expeft from them
but the utmoft Extremity. Mr. Fea returned, that they
knew well enough he could not anfwer giving them, or
lending them his Boat, or any Help, as they appear'd
to be fuch People as was reported, but that if they
would take them by Force, he could not help himfelf.
But in the mean Time, talking ftill in a friendly
manner to them, he asked them to go to a neighbouring Houfe, which he faid was a Change Houfe, that is,
a Publick Houfe, and take a Cup of Ale with him.
This they confented to, feeing Mr. Fea was all alone,
fo they went all with him ; Mr. Fea in the mean Time
found Means to give private Orders that the Oars, Maft,
and Sails, of the Pyrates Boat ihould be all carry'd
away, and that in a quarter of an Hour after they had
fat together, he fhould be called hallily out of the Room
«n fome Pretence or other of fome Body to fpeak with
him, all which was performM to a Tittle.
- When he was got from them, he gave Orders that
his fix Men, who as before he had got together, and
who were now come to him well arm'd, {hould place
themfelves at a certain Stile, behind a thick Hedge, and
which was about half the Way between the Ale-houfe
and his own Houfe 5 that if he came that Way with
the Boatfwain alone, they ftiould fuddenly ftart out upon them both, and throwing him down, fhould feize
upon the other; but that if all the five came with him,
he would take an Occafion to be either before or be*
hind them, fo that they might all fire upon them without Danger of hurting him.
Having given thefe Orders, and depending upon their
being well executed, he return'd to the Company, and
having given them more Ale, told them he would
O6
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gladly do them any Service that lie could lawfully do,
and that if they would take the Trouble of walking up
to his Houfe in a peaceable manner, that his Family
might not be frighted with feeing himfelf among them^
they fnould have all the Affiftance tliat was in his
Power.
The Fellows, whether they had taken too much Ah,
cr whetlier the Condition of their Ship, and the Hopes
of getting a Boat to help them, blinded their Eyes, is
rot certain, fell with Eafe into this Snare, and agreed
readily to go along with IVIr. /><?, but after a while refolv'd not to go all of them, only depisted the Boatfwaia
logo, which was what Mr. i'Va indeed moft defir'd:
'1 he Boatfwain was very willing to accept of the Truft,
but it v.fas obferv'd, he took a great deal of Care of his
Arms, which was no lefs than four Piflols, all loaded
with a Brace of Bullets each ; nor would he be perfuaded to leave any of them behind him,, no not with
his own Men.
In this Pofture Mr. Fea and the Boatfwain walk'd
along together very quietly till they came to the Stile,
which having got over, Mr. Fea feeing his Men all
ready, turn'd fhort about upon the Boatfwain, and taking him by the Collar, told him he was his Prifoner,
and the fame Moment the reft of his Men rufhing in
upon them, threw them both down, and fo fecur'd the
Boatfwain without giving him Time fo much as to fre
one Piftol; he cry'd out indeed with all his Might to
nkrm his Men, but they foon ftopt his Mouth, by
fi-ft forcing a Pillol into it, and then a Handkerchief,
and having difarm'd him, bound his Hands behind him,
and his Feet together, Mr. Fea left him there under a
Guard, and with his other five Men, but without any
Arms, at leaft that could be feen, return'd to the Alehoufe to the reft: The Houfe having two Doors, they
divided themfelves, and having ruih'd in at botli Doors
at the fame Time, they feized all the four Men before
they were aware, or had Time to lay hold of their
Arms: They did indeed what Men could do, and one
,
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of them fnap'd a Piftol at Mr. Tea, but it did not go
off, and Mr. Fea fnatching at the Pillol at the fame
Moment to divert the Shot if it had fir'd, ftruck his
Hand with fuch Force againll the Cock, as very much
bruiCed his Hand.
They were all five now in his Power, and he fent
them away under a good Guard to a Village in the middle of the Ifland, where they were kept feperate from
one another, and fufficiently fecur'd. Then Mr. Fea
difpatch'd Expreffes to the Gentlemen in the neighbouring Iflands, to acquaint them with what he had done,
and to defire their fpeedy Affiftance ; alfo defiring earneftly that they would take Care that no Boat fhould go
within Reach of the Pyrate's Guns, and at Night, Mr.
Fea caufed Fires to be made upon the Hills round him,
to alarm the Country, and order'd all the Boats round
the Ifland to be haul'd up upon the Beach as far as was
poffible, and difabled alfo, leaft the Pyrates ftiould fwirti
from the Ship, and get any of them into his Pofleflion.
Next Day the 14th, it blew hard all Day, and in
the Evening about High Water, it fllifted to W. N. W.
upon which the Pyrates fet their Sails, expefting to get
off, and fo to lay it round the Ifland, and put out to
Sea ; but the Fellow who v/as order'd to cut the Cable,
miffing feveral Strokes, the Cabbie check'd the Ship's
Way, and confequently on a fudden, fee took all a-back,
then the Cable being parted when it fliould have held,
the Ship run direftly on Shore on the Calf Ifland,' nor
could all their Skill prevent it: Then Goiu, with an
Air of Defperation, told them they were all dead Men;
nor indeed could it be otherways, for having loft the
only Boat they had, and five of their bell Hands, they
were able to do little or nothing towards getting their
Ship oiF, befides, as ftie went on Shore on the Top of
High Water, and a Spring Tide, there was no Hopes
of getting her oft" afterward, wherefore the next Morning, being Ml Way the i;th, they hung out a White
Flag, as a Signal for Parley, and fent a Man on Shore
upon Calf Ifland, for now they cou'd go on Shore out
of the Ship almoil at half Flood.
Now
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Now Mr. Tea thought he might talk with GOVJ in a
diiFwent Stile from what he did before, fo he wrote a
Letter to him, wherein he complained of the rude Behaviour of his five Men, for which he told him, he
had been oblig'd to feize on them and make them Prifoners, letting him know that the Country being all
alarm'd, would foon be too many for him, and therefore advifed him to furrender himfelf peaceably, and
be the Author of a quiet furrender of the refl, as the
only Means to obtain any Favour, and then he might
become an Evidence againft the reft, and fo might fave
his own Life.
This Letter Mr. Tea fent by a Boat with four arm'd
Men to the Hand, to be given to the Fellow that Goxu
had fent on Shore, and who waited there; and he at
the feme Time gave them a Letter from Gury to Mr.
Tea, for now he was humble enough to write, which>
before he refufed.
Gow's Letter to Mr. Tea was to let him have ferns
Men and Boats to take out the beft of the Cargo, in
order to lighten the Ship and fet her afloat, and oiFering himfelfto come on Shore and be Hoitage for the Security of the Men and Boats, and to give Mr. Fea a
Thoufand Pounds in Goods for the Service, declaring at
the fame Time, if this fmall Succour was refufed him,
he would take Care no Body fhould better himfelf by
his Misfortune ; for that rather than to be taken they
would fet Fire to the Ship, and would all perifli together.
Mr. Tea reply'd to this Letter, That he had a Boat
indeed that would have been fit for his Service, but
that fhe was ftav'd and funk, but if Jie would come o»
Shore quietly without Arms, and bring his Carpenter
with him to repair the Boat he rniglit nave her. This
Mr. Tea did to give Gotv an Opportunity to embrace
his firil Offer of furrend'nng; but Gonu was neither
humble enough to come in, nor fmcen, enough to treat
with him iairly, if he had intended to let liirn have the
Boat, and if '-" '- ' " '
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Letter had made the Men fufpicious of him, fo that
now he could do nothing without communicating himfelf to the reft of the Crew.
About four in the Afternoon Mr. Fea receiv'd an Anfwer to his laft Letter, the Copy of which is as follows.
From on Board our Ship the
Revenge, Feb. 16, 1725.
Jlmour-'d SIR,
" T Am forry to hear of the irregular Proceedings of
" JL "^y f'ien, I gave no Orders to that Effeft, and
" what hath t)een wrongfully done to the Country was
" contrary to my Inclination ; it is my Misfortune to
" be in this Condition at prefent, it was in your Power
" to have done otherwife, in making my Fortune
" better. Since my being in the Country I have
" vvrong'd no Man, nor taken any Thing but what 1
" have paid for, my Defign in coming was to make
" the Country the better, which I am ftill capable to
" do, providing you arejuft tome. I thank you for
" the Concern you have for my bad Fortune, and am
" forry I cannot embrace your Propofal as being Evi" dence, my People have already made ufe of that Ad" vantage. I have by my laft fignified my Dtfign of
" Proceeding, provided I can procure no better Terms,
" Pleafe to fend "James Laing on Board to continue till
" my Return, I (hould be glad to have the good For" tune to commune with you upon that Subjeft; I beg
" you will affift me with a Boat, and be aifur'd I do
•' no Man Harm wer't in my Power, as I am now at
" your Mercy. I cannot furrender myfelfPrifoner, Pd
" rather commit myfelf to the Mercy of the Seas, fo
" that if you will incline to contribute to ray Efcape,
" fliall kave you Ship and Cargo at your Difpofal.
/ / continue,' ''ionaur'd Sir, &c.
JOHN SMITH.
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' Upon this Letter, and efpecially that Part wherein
Goiv defires to commune with him, Mr. Fea believing
he might do fome Service in perfuading him to fubmit,
went over to Calf Mand, and went on Shore alone, ordering his Boat to lie in readinefs to take him in again,
but not one Man to ftir out of her: And calling to
Goiv with a Speaking Trumpet, defir'd him to come on
Shore, which the other readily did, but Mr. Fea before
lie ventur'd wifely forefaw, that whilll: he was alone
upon the Ifland, the Pyrates might unknown to him get
from the Ship by different Ways, and under Cover of
Shore might get behind and furround him, to prevent
which he fet a Man upon the Top of his own Houfe,
which was on the oppofite Shore, and over-look'd the
whole Ifland, and order'd him to make Signals with his
Flag, waving his Flag once for tvay Man that Jie faw
come on Shore, but if four pr more came on Shore,
then to keep the Flag waving continually, till he, Mr.
Fea Ihould retire.
This Precaution was very needful, for no fooner was
Mr, Fea advanc'd upon the Ifland, expefting Goiu to
come on Shore to meet him, but he faw a Fellow come
from the Ship with a White Flag, a Bottle and Glafs,
and a Bundle, then turning to his own Houfe, he faw
his Man make the Signals appointed, and that the Man
kept the Flag waving, upon which he immediately retir'd to his Boat, and he was no fooner got into it, but
he faw five Fellows running under Shore, with lighted
Matches and Granadoes in their Hands to have intercepted him, but feeing him out of their Reach, they
retir'd to the Ship.
After this, the Fellow with the white Flag came up,
and gave Mr. Fea two Letters, he would have left the
Bundle, which he faid was a Prefent to him, and the
Bottle, which he faid was a Bottle of Brandy, but
MI-. Fea would not take them, but told the Fellow his
Captain was a treacherous Villain, and he did not
dovibt but he fbould fee him hang'd; and as to him,
the Fellow, }je had a great Mind to flioot him; upon
which
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which the Fellow took to his Heels, and Mr. Fea beln;^
ill his Boat, did not think it worth while to Land again
to purfue him. This put an End to all Parley for the
prefent, but had the Pyrates fuececd in this Attempt,
they would fo far have gain'S their Point, that either
they niuft have been affifted, or Mr. Fea ntuft have been
facrific'd.
The two Letters from Gtm; were one for Mr. Fea,
and the other for his Wife, the firft was much to the
fame Furpofe as the former, only that in this Gow reqaeftcd tiie great Boat, with her Mafts, Sails, and Oars,
and with fome Provifions to tranfport themfelves where
they thought fit to go for their own Safety, offering to
•leave the Ship and Cargo to Mr. Fea, and threat'ning,
that if the Men of War arriv'd (for Mr. Fea had given
him Notice, that he expefted two Men of War) before
he was thus affiiled, tl^y would fet Fire to- the Ship,
and blow themfelves up ; fo that as they had liv'd, they
wou'd all die together.
The Letter to Mrs. Fea was, to defire her to intercede with her Hufband, and pleading that he v/as their
Countryman, and had been her Hulband's School-fellow,
bfc. but no Anfwer was return'd to either of thefe
Letters.
On the 17 th in the Morning, contrary to Expedlation, Go-TV himfelf came on Shore upon the C«^ Ifland,
unarm'd except his Sword, and alone, except one Man
at a Diflance, carrying a white Flag, making Signals
for a Parley.
Mr. Fea, who by this Time had gotten more People
about him, immediately fent one Mr. Fea of Whitehall,
to a Gentleman of his own Family, with five other
Perfons well arm'd, over to the Ifland, with Orders if
it was poflible to feize GOIM, by any means, either dead
or alive : When they came on Shore he propofed that
one of them, whofe Name v/as Scollary, a Matter of a
VeflTel, fhould go on Board the Ship, as Hoftage for
this Go=w\ Safety, and Scollary confenting, GQVJ himfelf
conduftfid him to the Ship's Side.
Mr,
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Mr. Fea perceiving this from his own Houfe, immediately took another Boat and went over to the Ifland
himfelf, and while he was expoftulating with his Men
for letting ScoUary go for Hoftage, Gcw return'd, and
Mr. Fea made no Hefita«ion, but told him in ihort he
was his Prifoner; at which Gonu flarting, faid it ought
not to be fo, iince there was a Hoftage deliver'd for
him ; Mr. Fea faid he gave no Order for it, and it was
what they could not jullify, and fmce ScoUary had ventured without Orders he muft take his Fate, he would
run the venture of it; but advifed G(mj, as he expefted
good Ufage himfelf, that he would fend the Fellow who
carry'd his white Flag back to the Ship, with Orders
for them to return ScoUary in fafety, and to deiire Winter and Peter/on to Come with him.
Gwti declin'd giving any fuch Orders, but the Fellow
fail! he would readily go and (f tch them, and did fo,
and they came along with him. When Go^' fawthem,
he reproached them fox being fo eafily impofed on, and
ordered them to go back to the Ship immediately j but
Mr. iva's Men who were too ftrong for them, furrounded them, and took them all. When this was done,,
they demanded Gotu to deliver up his Sword, but he
faid he would rather die with it in his Hand, and begg'd
them to fhoot him, but that was deny'd, and Mr. Feu's
Men difarming him of his Sword, carried him with the
other two, into their Boat, and after that to the main
Ifland where Mr. Fea liv'd.
Having thus fecur'd the Captain, Mr. Fea prevailed
with him to go to the Shore ever-againft the Ship, and
to call the Gunner and another Man to come on Shore
on Cal/lHand, which they did j but they was no fooner
there, but they alfo were furrounded by fome Men
which Mr. Fea had placed out of Sight upon the Ifland
for that Purpofe : Then they made Go-w to call to the
Carpenter to come on Shore, ftill making them believe
they fhould have a Boat, and Mr. Fea went over and
met him alone, and talking with him, told him they
could not repair the Boat without Help, and without
Tools, fo perfuaded him to go back to the Ship,
and
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and bring a Hand or two with him, and fome Tools,
fome Ockham, Nails, i^c. The Carpenter being
thus deluded went back, and brought a French Man
and another with him, with all Things proper for their
Work, all which as foon as they came on Shore,
were likewife feized and fecured by Mr. Fea and his
Men.
But there was ftill a great many Men in the Ship,
who it was necefl'ary to bring if poflible, to a quiet Surrender ; fo Mr. Fea ordered his Men to make a Feint,
as if they would go to Work upon the great Boat
which lay on Shore upon the Ifland, but in Sight of the
Ship, there they hammer'd and knock'd, and made a
Noife, as if they were really caulking and repairing
her, in order to her being launch'd off, and put into
their Pcffeffion; but towards Night, he obliged Gmxi
to write to the Men, that Mr. Fea would not deliver
the Boat till he was in Poffeffion of the Ship, and
therefore he ordered them all to come on Shore without Arms, and in a peaceable manner.
This occafioned many Debates in the Ship, but as
they had no Officers to guide them, and were alt in
Confufion, they knew not what to do; fo after fome
Time bewailing their hard Fate, and dividing what
Money was left in the Ship among them, they yielded
and went on Shore, and were all made Prifoners, to
the number of eight and twenty, including thofe who
were fecured before.
How he brought GOID to be fo weak was fomething
ftrange, Gotv being not very fupple, and far from being fufficiently humble ; but whether it was that he
hoped to fare the better for it, and to plead fome Merit
by obliging his Men to come in without Blood, and
perhaps they might encourage him in fuch Expeftations,
tho' not promife him, for the laft they could not.
However it was, Mr. Fea did certainly prevail with
Gov} to be the Inftrument to write to them, and to join
as it were with Mr. Fea's Stratagem to draw them on
Shore, without which they had not come, at leaft not

at that Time, and fo they faid afterwards, upbraiding
hiiu

him with having betrayed them ; and yet it fcems plain
too, that when they went they took it for granted that
they fliould be made Prifbners, by their Exchimations
one to another, and by their fliaring the Money among
them, as is faid above.
It was indeed a moft agreeable Sight to fee fuch a
Crew of defcerate Fellows fo tamely furrender to a few
*]mofl naked Countrymen, and to fee them fo circumvented by one Gentleman, that they were rendered
quite ufelefs to themfelves, and to tiieir own Deliveranre; the \^'ant of a Boat was as mucii to them as an
aftual Imprifonmcnt, nay, they were indeed in Prifbn
in their Ship, nor was they able to ilir one Way or
other. Hand or Foot j it was too cold to fwin over to
the Mand and feize the Boat, and if cisey had, unlell
they had done it immediately at firf, the People on
Shore would have been too ftrong ir,r them, fo that
they were as fecure on Board the Si.jp, as to any Efcape they could have made, as they were afterwards in
the Cmidcmned-Hold in Newgate.
Agzin, never were People more foolifhly circumvented when they had a Boat and Conveniencies, for
had they gone on Shore then, while they had a Boat,
tho' it was but their fmall Boat, yet going at twice,
twenty, or five and twenty Men of them, they might
have repaired and launched Mr. Fea'i great Boat in
fpite of all he could have done to hinder it, and then,
if they could not have got their Ship off, they might
foon have found means to get a bigger Boat on the
Coaft either of Scotland or England, and getting on
Shore in the Night in any convenient Part of England,
might have diJperfed, and mixt themfelves among the
People, and made an effedual Efcape.
Buftheir End was apparently at hand, Juftice was
ready for them, their Crimes had ripened them for the
Gallows, and the Gallows claim'd them, their Time
_was come, and it was not in their Power to avoid
it.

I
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I am the longer upon this particular Part becaufe it is
fo very remarkable, and the Circumftances of it are fo
imaccountable: That the Boatfwain ftiould come on
Shore with his Boat, and no more but four Men, thinking to fire and plunder Mr. Pea's Houfe with that little
Crew, aj if he could imagine Mr. Fea, who they knew
was alarm'd and had been acquainted with what they
were, (bould have no Body at all with him, or that he
could ftorm his Houfe with that little Force.
Then that he ftiould be wheedled into an Ale-houfe
by a fingle Gentleman, as if he would have ventur'd
himfelf into an Ale-houfe with them if he had not had
Help at Hand, to refcue him if any Thing had been
offered to him.
TJien which vj^s ftill worfe, that they Ihould be
taken with the old Bait of having the Gentleman cali'd
out of the Room when they were together, as if he
could have any Bufmefs to talk of there but to lay a
Trap for them, and which, if they had their Eyes
about them, or as we may fay, any Eyes in their Head,
they might have feen into it eafily enough.
And to conclude this Scene of Madnefs and Fqlly together, they came all away and left their Boat, with
no Body either in her to keep her afloat, or near her to
guard and defend her ; riothing but Men infatuated to
their own Deftruftion, and condemn'd by the vifible
Hand of Heaven to an immediate Surprize, could have
been fo ftupid.
In a Word, they were as void of Counfel as of
Courage, they were out-witted on every Occafion, they
could not fee in the open Day what any one elfe would
have felt in the Dark, but they dropped infenfibly into
Mr. Feas Hands, by one, and two, and three at a
Time, as if they had told him before hand, that if he
went on with his Stratagem, he (hould be fure to have
them all in his Cultody very quickly ; and tho' every •
one as faft as they went on Shore were made Prifoners, and fecur'd, yet the other were made believe they
were at Liberty, and were fimple enough to come on
Shore to them.
„,
Thus
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Thus ended their defperate Undertaking, Heaven
having by a vifible Infatuation upon themfelves, and a
Concurrence of other Circumftances, brought them all
into the Hands of Juftice, and that by the particular
Bravery and Conduft of one fingle Gentleman, I mean
Mr. Fea, who fo well manag'd them, that (as above)
having at firft but five or fix Men with him, he brought
the whole Company partly by Force, and partly by
Stratagem to fubmit, and that without any Lofs of
Blood on one Side or other.
Among the reft of the Papers found on Board the
Ship was the following Copy of a Draught, or Agreement of Articles or Orders,.,or what you pleafe to call
them, which were to have been fign'd, and were for
the Diredlion of the Men, whether on Shore or on
Board, when they firft came to an Anchor in the Orkneys.
Their foolilh Articles were as follows, 'VIK.
I. That tvtry Man fhall obey his Commander in all
Refpefts, as if the Ship was his own, and we under
Monthly Pay.
IL That no Man fhall give or difpofe of the Ship's
Provifions, whereby may be given Reafon of Sufpicion
that every one hath not an equal Share.
III. That no Man fliall open or declare to any Perfon or Perfons what we are, or what Defign we are upon, the Offender fliall be punifli'd with Death upon the
Spot,
IV. That no Man fliall go on Shore till the Ship is
off the Ground, and in readinefs to put to Sea.

In

V. That every Man fhall keep his Watch Night
and Day, and precifcly at the Hour of Eight leave off
Gaming and Drinking, and every one repair to their
refpeftive Stations,

VI. Who-

I
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VI. Whoever offends fliall be punlfh'd with Death,
or otherwife, as we ftiall find proper for our Interefl.
N. B. This Draught of Articles feems to be imperfeft, and as it were only begun to be made, for that
there were feveral ethers intended to be added, but it
was fuppofed, that their Affairs growing defperate, their
Long Boat gone, and the Boatfwain and Boat's Crew in
the Pinnace or fmaller Boat gone alfo, and made Prifoners, there was no more need of Articles, nor would
any Body be bound by them if they were made ; fo
the farther making of Orders and Articles were let
alone.
Thefe that were made were written with Go-iv'i own
Hand, and 'tis fuppofed, that the reil would have
been done fo too, and then he would have taken Care
to have them executed; but he foon found there was
no Occafion for them, and I make no Quellion but all
their other Papers and Articles of any kind were de^
ftroy'd.
Being now all fecur'd, and in Cuftody in the moft
proper Places in the Ifland, Mr. Fea took Care to give
Notice to the proper Officers in the Country, and by
them to the Government of Edinburgh, in order to get
Help for the carrying them to England. The Diflancj
being fo great, this took up fome Time, for the Government at Edinburgh being not immediately concern'd
in it, but rather the Court of Admiralty of Great-Bri'
tain, ExprefTes were difp.itch'd from thence to London,
that his Majeity's Pleafure might be known; in return
to which. Orders were difpatch'd into Scotland to have
them immediately fent up to England, with as much
Expedition as tiie Cafe would admit ; and accordingly
they were brought up by L'lnd to Edinburgh firft, and
from thence being put on Board the Greyhound Frigate,
thsy were brougiu by Sea to England.

Thb

[ i68 ]
This necefiarily took up a great deal of Time, fo
that had they been wife enough to improve the Hours
that were left, they had almoil half a Years 'I'ime to
prepare themfelves for Death ; tho' they cruelly deny'd
the poor Mate a few Moments to commend his Soul to
God's Mercy, even after he was half murd'red before.
I fay, they had almoft half a Year, for they were moft
of them in Cuftody the latter End of January, and
they were not Executed till the n th of June.
The Greyhound arriv'd in the River the 26th of
March, and the next Day came to an Anchor at WooilAjtch, and the Pyrates being put into Boats appointed
to receive them, with a ftrong Guard to attend them,
were brought on Shore the 30th, and convey'd to the
Marpaljea Prifon in Southivark, where they were deliver'd to the Keeper of the faid Pnfon, and were laid
in Irons, and there they had the Mortification to meet
their Lieutenant Williams, who was brought Home by
the Ar^yle Man of War from Lisbon, and had been
committed to the fame Prifon but a very few Days.
Indeed as it was a Mortification to them, fo it was
more to him, for tho' he might be fecrctly pleafed,
that thofe who had fo cruelly (as he call'd it) put him
into the Hands of Juftice, by the fending him to Lisbon,
were brought into the fame Circumftances with himfeif; yet on the other Hand, it could not but be a terrible Mortification to him, that here now were fufficient V/itneffes found to prove his Crimes upon him,
which were not fo eafy to be had before.
Being thus laid faft, it remain'd to proceed againft
them in due Form, and this took up fome longer Time
flill.
On Friday the 2d of Jfril, they were all carry'd
to DoHlors-Commons, where the proper Judges being prefent, they were exan-.in'd, by which Examination due
Meafuies were taken for the farther Proceedings ; for as
they were not equally Guilty, fo it was needful to determine who it was proper to bring to an immediate
Trial, and who being lefs Guilty, were proper Obji-fts
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of the Governments Clemency, as being under Force
and Fear, and confequently neceffitated to aft as they
did ; and alfo who it might be proper to fingle out as
Evidence againft the rell; after being thus examin'd,
they were remanded to the Marjhalfea.
On Saturday the 8 th of May, the five who were appointed for Evidence againft the reft, and whofe Names
are particularly fet down in its I'lace, were fent from
the hlarjhalfea Prifon to Nenugate,, in order to give
their Informations.
Being thus brought up to London, and committed to
the Marjhalfea Prifon, and the Government being fully
inform'd what black uncommon Oifenders tiiey were,
it was thought proper to bring them to Juflice.
In order to this, fome of tlicin, as ii faid, v.'Iio were
lefs Criminal than the reft, and who apparently h;id
been forc'd into their Service, were formed out, and
being examin'd, and giving firft an Account of themfelves, and then of the whole Fraternity, it was
thought (it to make ufe of their Evidence, for the more
clear detcfting and convincing of the reft. Thefe were
Ge(irge Dob/on, John Phinnes, Timthy Murphy, and V/illiam Booth.
Tlxefe were the principal Evidence, and were indeeii
more than fufficicnt; for they fo exaftly agreed in
their Evidence, and the Prifoners (Pyrates) faid fo little
in their Defence, that there was no Room for the Jury
to queftion their Guijt, or to doubt the Truth of any
Part of the Account given in.
Robert Read was a young Man (mention'd above)
who efcap'd from the Boat in the Orkneys, and getting
a Horfe at a Farmer's Houfe, was convey'd to Kijkfwall, the chief Town of the faid Orkneys, where he
furrend'red himfelf; neverthelefs he was brought up
with .the reft as.a Prifoner, nor was. he,made ufe of as
an Evidence, but was try'd upon moft, if not all the
Indielm.cnts with the reft ; but Dohfon, one' of the
Witnefles,. did him the Juftice to teftifie, that be was
forc'd into their. Service, as others were, for F'ear of
VOL. JJ.
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"having their Throats cut, as others had been ferv'd before their Faces ; and that in pa*:icular, he was not
prefent at, or concern'd in any of the Murders for
which the reft were indidled, upon which Evidence he
was acquitted by the Jury.
Alfo he brought one Archihald Sutor, the Man of the
Houfe, faid above to be a Farm Houfe, whether the
faid Read made his Efcape in the Orkneys, who teftified
that he did fo efcape to him, and that he begg'd him
to procure him a Horfe to ride off to KirkvjaU, which
he did, and that there he furrend'red himfelf : Alfo he
teftified, that Read gave Sutor a full Account of the
Ship, and of the Pyrates that were in her, and what
they were, and Sutor difcover'd it all to the CoUeftor of
the Cuftoms, by which means the Country was alarm'd ;
and he added, that it was by this Man's means that all
the Prifoners were apprehended, (tho' that was a little
too much too) for 'tis plain, it was by the Vigilance and
Courage of Mr. Fea chiefly, they were reduc'd to fuch
Diftrefles as oblig'd them to furrender.
However it was true that Read's Efcape did alarm
the Country, and that he merited very well of the Publick, for the timely Difcovery he made; fo he came
off clear, as indeed it was but juft, for he was only
forc'd to ferve them, (as above) but as Dobfon teftified
for him, he had often expreffcd his Uneafinefs, as being
oblig'd to aft with them, and that he wifti'd he cou'd
get away, and that he was fmcers in thofe Wiihes, as
appear'd in that he took the firft Opportunity he could
get to put it in Praftice.
N. B. This Dobfon was one of the ten Men who ran
away with the Pyrates Long-Boat from the Orkneys,
and who were afterwards made Prifoners in the Firth
of Leigh, and carry'd up to Edinburgh.
Go'w was now a Prilbner among the reft in the MarJhalfea; his Behaviour there was fuUen and referv'd,
rather than penitent: It had been hinted to him by Mr.
Fea, as others, that he ftiould endeavour by his Behaviour, to make himfelf an Evidence againft the others,
and
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and to merit his Life by a ready Submiffion, and obliging others to do the like; but Go-w was no Fooi, and
he eafily faw there were too many gone before who had
provided for their own Safety at his Expence : And beiides that, he knew himfelf too deeply guilty of Cruelty and Murder to be excepted by the publick Juftice
as an Evidence, efpecially where fo many other lefs
CriiBinals were to be had. This, I fay, made him
(and with good Reafon too) give over any Thoughts of
efcaping by fjch means as that.
But, as I faid, Go-iv was no Fool, fo he feem'd to
give over all Thought of Life, from the firft Time he
came to England, not that he iliew'd any Tokens of his
Repentance, or any Senfe of his Condition fuitable to
what was before him ; but continuing fulien and referv'J,
even to the very Time he was brought to the Bar;
when he came there, he could not be try'd with the
reft, for the Arraignment being made in the ufual
Form he refufed to plead; the Court ufed all the Arguments which Humanity dictates in fuch Cafes, to prevail on him to come into the ordinary Courfe of other
People in like Government, laying before him the Sentence of the Law in fuch Cafes, namely, that he miift
be prefled to Death, the only torturing Execution which
remains in our Law, which however they were oblig'd
to inflia.
But he continu'd inflexible, and carry'd on his Obftinacy to fuch a Height, as to receive the Sentence in
Form, as ufual in fuch Cafes, the Execution being
appointed to be done the next Morning, and he was
carry'd back to Neujgate in order to it, but whether he
was prevail'd with by Argument, and the Reafons of
thofe about him, or whether the Apparatus for the
F^xecution, and the manner of the Death he was to die
terrified him, we cannot fay, but the next Morning he
yielded, and petition'd to be allow'd to plead, and be
admitted to be try'd in the ordinary Way, which being
granted, he was brought to the Bar by himfelf, and
pleaded, being arraign'd again upon the fame IndiftH 2
ment.
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merit, upon which he had been fentenc'd as a Mute, and
was found Guilty.
Williams the Lieutenant, who has been faid, was put
on Board a Brijiol Ship, with Orders to deliver him on
Board the firft EngliJ?:' Man of War they fhould meet
with, comes of Courfe to have the reft of his Hittory
made up in this Place.
The Captain of the BriJlol Ship, tho' he receiv'd his
Orders from the Crew ot Pyrates and Rogues, whofe
Inftruftions he was not obligM to follow, and whofe
Accufation of Willimm they were not oblig'd to give
Credit too, yet punftually obey'd the Order, and put
him on joard the Jnylc, Captain Boivler, then lying
ill the Port of Lisbon, ai.d bound for Engknd, who, as
they took him in Irons, kept him fo, and brought him
to England in the fame Condition.
But as the Pyrates did not fend any of their Company, nor indeed could they do it, along with him, to
be Evidence againft him, and the Men who went out of
the Pyrate Ship on Board a Briftol Ship, being till then
kept as Prifoners on Board the Pyrate Ship, and perhaps could not have faid enough, or give particular Evidence fufficient to convift him in a Court of Juftice. Providence fupply'd the Want, by bringing the whole Crew
to the fame Place, (for Williams was in the Marjhalfea
Prifon before them) and by that means furnifhing fufficient Evidence againft Williams alfo, fo that they were
all try'd together.
In Williatns Cafe the Evidence was as particular as
in Gomj'i, and Dob/on and the other fwore pofitively,
that Williams boafted, that after Maccaulj had cut the
Super-Cargo's Throat imperfeftly, Williams did his Bufmefs, that is to fay, murd'red him ; and added, 'that he
would not give him Time to fay his Prayers, but (hot
him thro' the Head. Phinnes and Timothy Murphey teflifying the fame ; and to fhew the bloody Difpofition
of the Wretch, William Booth tcftified, that Williams
propofed afterwards to the Company, that if they took
any more Ships, they fhould not incumber themfelves
with the Men, having already fo many Prifoners, that
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in Cafe of a Fight they fhould take diem arid tie them
Back to Back, and throw them all over Board into the
Sea.
It fliould not be omitted here alfo in the Cafe of GJ-.'J
himfelf, tliat he had long meditated the kind of Villiiny
v/hich he now put in Praftice, and that it was his Refolution to turn Pyrate the firft Opportunity he {liould
get, whatever Voyage'he undertook, and that I had ob
ferv'd he had intended it on Board a Ship in which ].:•
came Home from Lisbon, but f.il'd only for VAint of
making a fafficient Party ; fo this Refolution of his is
conf.rni'd by the Te'limony and ConfefTion of 'J,im:s
Behin, one of his Fellow Criminals, who upon the
Trial declar'd, that he knew that Gonv (and he added
the Crew of the George Galley) had a Defign to turn.
Pyrates from the beginning, and added, that he difcovcr'd it to George Djbfon in Amjierdam, before the Ship
went out to Sea; for the Confirmation of this, Dahfi':
Avas call'd up again, after he had given liis Evidence upon the Trials, and being confronted with Belvin, h.e
did acknowledge that Belvin had fiiid fo, and that in
particular he had faid, the Boatfwain and feveral others
had fuch a Defign, and in cfpecial manner, that the
faid Boatfwain had a Defign to murder the Mailer, and
fome others, and run away with the Ship,-and being
afk'd v/hat was the Reafon why he did not immediately difcover it to t!ie Mafter Captain Ferneau P he anfwer'd, that he heard ^B^/fwi tell th.e Mate of it, and
that the Mate told tliB Captain of it, but that tiie
Captain made light of it, and that tho' he was perfuaded not to let the Boatfwain go along with them,
yet the Captain laid, he fear'd them not, and vi'OJlJ
ftill take him, but that the Boatfwain finding himfeif
difcover'd, refufed to go, upon which Gozv was named
for Boatfwain, but was made fecond Mate, and tliea
Behln was made Boatfwain, and had he been as honell afterward as before, he might have efcap'd whjt
afterwards became fo juftly his Due ; but as they acted
together, Juitice requir'd they Ihould fufFer, and acH 3
cordingly
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cordingly Goiv, WilHams, Behiin, Mehin, Winter, Peterfon, Rollfon, and Mackaivley, receiv'd the Reward of
their Cruelty and Blood at the Gallows, being all executed at Execution Dock, on the nth of June 1726.
A^. B. Gonv, as if Providence had direfted that he
fhould be twice hang'd, his Crimes being of a two-fold
Nature, and both Capital ; foon after he was turn'd off
fell down from the Gibbet, the Rope breaking by the
Weight of fome that puli'd his Legs to put him out of
his Pain ; he was ilill alive and fenfible, tho' he had
hung four Minutes, and able to go up the Ladder the
ft'cond Time, which he did with very little Concern,
and -was hang'd again ; and fmce that a third Time, viz.
in Chains over againft Grafs, as Williams is over againft
Bl.ick-TMatL

k
1'he Behaviour and Confeffion of John
Chappel, for the barbarous Murder of
Sarah Martin, near Sir George WhitmoreV.
' E was forty-one Years of Age, born in London
_ of honeil but mean Parents, who gave him an
Education to fit him for Bufmefs, and when he was of
Age they put him Apprentice to a Barber and Perukenaker, and ferv'd out his Time faithfully; afterwards
he ferv'd for fome Time as a Journeyman, and then he
fet up for himfelf, and marry'd a Wife, by whom he
\\:A fome Children who are all dead. In his married
State, being originally poor, he had but indifferent Succefs in his Bufinefs, and liv'd meanly, his Wife lay Sick
upon his Hand for feveral Years. Thefe Misfortunes
brought all his Affairs into Confufion, and oppreiTed
him with fmall Debts, which he was not well able to
*
difcharge.
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difcfiarge. After a tedious Indifpofuion his Wife died,
and it having been given out, that he was fo weary of
her, that to get rid of her he poifon'd her ; I afxed
him if it was true, that lie poifon'd her ? He anfwer'd,
that the World was very injurious in calling fuch an Afperfion upon him,and that he was moft careful of hisWifo
during all the Time of her lUnefs, let her want for nothing, but got a Nurfe for her when Ihe wanted one,
and three Phyficians of the City, who vifited and prefcribed every Thing which they judg'd moft proper for
her ; and that at laft, when nothing availed for her
Recovery, flie died. It was iikewile alledg'd, that
cnce when he was drunk, he forc'd a near Relation of
his own to lie with him againil her Will; this, he faid,
was a fcandalous Lie, and that fuch a villainous Intention never enter'd into his Mind. A third Crime talk'd
cf was, that he had ravifti'd a young Girl of fix or feven Years old, and afterwards thrown her into a BogHoufe, but this he faid was as falfe as the reft, and he
added, that it was an uncharitable Way to aggravate
the Misfortunes of a Man, and becaufe he's guilty of
one Crime, to fuppofe him guilty of twenty others ;
he faid, he never was exceffively wicked, that he feldom drank much, neither did he fwear, but fometimes
when he was in a Paffion, (tc^ which he was too liable) or provok'd, and that he never committed a capital Crime, but this for which he died, having liv'd honeftly, and endearour'd to do Juftice to every Body.
As for the cruel and barbarous Murder of Sarah Martin, he confeffed the fame before the Juftice, when he
was firft taken up for it, and afterwards he own'd
it to every Body, and told it with the following aggravating Circumftances.
When he was a Widower, and had but little Bufinefs, being fomewhat ftraiten'd in his Circumftances, he
was taken in to be a Porter at the Work-Houfe in Bipopfgate-freet, where he behav'd himfelf to the Satisfaction of his Superiors, attended his Bufmefs, and was
refpefted by the other Officers and Servants of the faid
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Work-Houfe; he was put into this Place liot two'
Yean ago, and liv'd in it comfortably and eafily, being
a fingle Perfon, but it was liis great Misfortune to fall'
into the Acquaintance of this poor Widow Woman,
Sarah Martin, a Wafhcr-woman in that Neighbourhood, with whom he contrafted an intimate Familiarit)', went ftequently to her Houfe, and committed Uncicannefs with her, for a confiderable Space of Time;
il^e at laft told him flie was with Child by him, and
preHcd him to marry her, and having been of a litigious
vexatious Temper, and inclining to drink, flie conftant\y follow'd him, curfed, fwore, and teaz'd him, at
fuch a Rate, that he was in perpetual Uneaiinefs; he'
did net incline to marry her (he fiid) upon two Accounts, becaufe the Officers of the Work-Koufe are re»'
Cjuh'd to be fingle Perfcnp, and if he had marry'd, unIrfs he couH keep it private, he would have loft his
Pkce ; and> becaufe fhe lov'd Drink too well, and was
of a bafe and moft wicked Temper. Upon thefe Accounts (he faic) he form'd a Refolution to defert her
Company, but could by no means get rid of her, for
fne. ptrfetu/Uy came after him, fcol'd, curfed, and
th'rcr.t'ned to compel him to marry her, and that if he
would not do it, (he would ufe her utmoft Endeavours
to expofe and ruin him in his Bufmefs. This he afiirm'd was the Occafion of the Devil's ent'ring into
him, and his conceiving the Dcfign of murd'ring the'
poor Woman, and as (he conftantly came after him,
and teaz'd him, he at laft made an Appointment to go
out and walk with her in the Evening; acoordingly
they went towards Uoxton, and call'd at the Hare,
where flie call'd 'or a Pint of Two-penny, which was
brought her, and Chafpel being out of Humour with
her, did not incline to drink, nor keep her Company,
b'l.t flood at a Diftance, pretending to talk with fome
body ; file difpleaftd to fit by hcrielf, call'd out aloud,Mr. Chappel n.mn't you drink? He fearing (he. wou'd
make a Difturbance before Strangers, 1^ (at down and
drank with, her, and paid for the Pint of Ale; then
they
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they went out, and Sarah Martin prOpofed to go towards Sir George IVhitmore's, to one of her Acquaititance, Chappel was averfe to this, and defir'd her to re •
turn to Town and leave him, for he was fully refolvVl
never to keep her Company. Upon this they difagrced,
find wander'd up and down for a-while, uncertain what
Courfe to take, he was unwilling to go to her Friend's
Houfe, and fhe to return to Town fo foon. And now
the Devil prompted him to put his mifchievous Intent
into Execution, and flie llill infilling upon the old
Theme of Marriage, (and as he faid) curfing and thrcat'ning him in a fearful manner, they being in a Field
by an old ruinous Ale-houfe near Sir George Whitmore'?;
while (lie vv.dk'd a little before liim, he with an Oaken
Stick he had in his Hand, knock'd her down fuddcnly,
and continu'd to beat )ier in a furious and barbarous
manner; fhe endeavour'd, tho' to no Purpofe,. to make
fome Defence, and to rife up, and cry'd, O / John,
John, hanje Mercy, O .' John, John, ba-ve Afercy, fa-ve
7ny Life! But he'poflefled with the Devil, refolv'd to
make an End of her, redonbl'd his Strokes with hel3ifh Violence, and then in a great Hurry, he took out
both his Knives, one was a Penknife, and the other artOyfler Knife, v/ith which he wounded her in divers
Places, and left one of the Knives flicking in her Skull;
when flie was quite deadi' he left her, and the other
Knife, with the Oaken Stick, and all his murd'ring
Weapons l)'ing by her, and went ftraight to Town to
the Work-Houfe. This Murder as he confelTed, was
premeditated fome Time before he did it, and when it
was committed he was infuch a violent Paffion and Confufion, that he faid, he could not well tell after what
manner it was done, but he own'd he gave her no
Time to make any Defence for her Life, but attacked,
her fo fuddenly, and with fuch Fury,'-that ftie had
fcarce Time to fay, Lord have Mercy on my Soul. The
Stick he knock'd her down with lie did not take out
for that Purpofe, but it was what he ufed for three or
four Months laft pail to walk with.

H ;

While
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While he was under Sentence he complain'd of being troubled with impertinent and finful Thoughts
which came into his Mind, diverting him when he was
about religious Duties, which then were the main of his
Employment. The Day before he died a Gentleman
went to fee him, and he entertain'd him with a long
Harangue about very trifling Things, and likewife took
him by the Hand, and faid to him, Monday, Sir, is the
happy Day, meaning the Day of his Execution. He always made a great Frofeffion of Penitence, wept much,
nnd faid he did not defire to live, and tho' they would
open the Prifon Doors, he did not defire to go out of
it, for he could never enjoy one Moments Peace of
Mind again ; an eminent Inftance of the terrible Confequences of a guilty Confcience.

T!'he following Account, written with his oven
Hand, was given by John Chappel the
Night before his Execution, to the Printer
of this Paper.

1^

TH E great Refleftions of the World hath made
me fomewhat uneafy, but more efpecially my
antient Mother, who mufl bear the Reproach of the
World without the leaft Occafion whatfoever, Ihe being
charg'd with being drunk, and I with my lying with
her every Night, which I do folemnly declare, as I am
a dying Man, is utterly falfe and groundlefs, for I
don't remember that I ever knew my Mother to be
drunk in the whole Courfe of my Life, but as 1 have
heard iier fay, Ihe was once in Liquor when I was an
Infant; and as for the other it is againfl Nature and
Reafon, for flie was always a very fober, honeft, virtuous Woman ; and if I had taken her Counfel, this
Misfortune had never befallen me, for fhe always gave
me the heft Advice, and did not know any Thing of
my keeping Company with this Woman whom I have

mujtd'red, for if Ihe iiad, it had never been done.

In
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In the fecond Place, I have been charged with the
poifoning my Wife, which is utterly falfe, for in her
Illnefs I did all that lay in my Power to relieve her,
but to no Purpofe ; I fent for Dr. Cartridge in or near
Wood-Jireet, who came to my Wife and prefcrib'd for
her, but he faid if fhe did not go into the Country, fne
would not live fix Weeks longer. I gave him his Fee,
and my Wife took what he order'd, and then I fent her
down to Rumford, to an own Brother of hers, where
Ihe was fome Time, and then went to Hanioiiring-Boiver,
and during tlie Time ihe was in the Country, fhe made
Ufe of Mr. George Aylett Apothecary, who thro' the
Mercy of God, and by his Medicines got well again. I
was feveral Times down to fee her, and when I found
ihe was fo well recover'd, I defir'd her to come Home,
which Ihe did in about ten Days Time, and brought
fome Medicines with her ; but her Diftemper return'd
in a little Time, and my Mother being gone, I was
forc'd to leave my Shop, fo went to Mr. Podmore at
Stratford, and paid him a Qiiarters Rent that I ow'd
him, and then I apply'd myfelf to John London, Efq;
in Lothbury, where I ferv'd my Apprenticefhip to a
Peruke-maker XivA Barber, and "he gave me a Letter to
the Steward of Mr. Guy\ Hofpital, where my Wife
was immediately examin'd before Dr. Jury and Dr.
Oldfield, who ordered her into Lyddta's Ward; then I
went to Work at Mr. Smith's at Great lllford, and
came to my Wife once a Week, and paid the Sifter of
the Ward 2 s. or Half a Crown a Week, and fometimes more.
And this I did till the Day of her Death, and then
buried her very handfome and decent in St. Thomai's
Church-yard, which Funeral coft me about ; /. I never
abufed or ftruck her in all mj Life, no otherwife then
Words may happen between Husband and Wife, but
never no Blows.
I have been cliarg'd by fome ill difpofed Perfons,
who fay, that I ihould kill a Child in the LcndonWorkhoufe, which is malicioufly laid upon me, as well as
H 6
the
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the other two Stories, concerning my Mother and my
Wife, and is without Senfe and Reafon, for no fuch
Ihing could be done without my being brought to Juftice, but what is it the World won't fay when a Man
is under Affliftions ? I do not mind the Afperfions of
the World as to my own Part, but this I do to right
thofe who are any ways injur'd, which might be a great
Prfjudice to the London V/ork-Jioufe, if i'uch a Thing
was bcliev'd, by hind'riiig thofe good and pious ChriftiaiB from leaving Legacies to the faid Houfe ; and I
Jiope thofe Pcrfons won't take any Notice of the Rumour and Clamour of the Publiek, which is entirely
falfe and groundlefs as I am a dv'ing Man, and hope
for Salvation thro' tlie Merits of my dear Saviour
jtfas Chrift.
He was executed at Tylnirn on Monday the 8th of
March, i73r.

The Behaviour and Confeffion of Mr. William
Maynee, one of • the Clerks .pf the Bank
of England, ixho ivas condemn'd for cheating the Bank of 44.20 L
E was about forty-eight Years of Age, born in
the City of Canterbury, of honell refpefted Parents, and had to his Godfather a great and worthy
IJivine, whofe Footiteps if he had trJTced, he had never
fallen into the Misfortunes of his Life. " His Father
died and left him very young, when he was committed
to the Care of an Uncle, then a worthy Clergyman in
Hertfordjhire, and other Friends, who took fpecial Care
of his Education. In his tender Years his Uncle kept
him in the Country, but after his Death his Friencs
cirry'd him into Kent, in both which Counties he w: s
kept at good Schools as any in the Kingdom, and
made
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made good Proficiency in Latin, Greek, Accompts, and
Writing. When he was at Age he came to Londotf,
and was bound Apprentice to a Wholefale Grocer in
Watling-Jireet, and i'erv'd his Time honeftly, and with
Approbation of his IVIafter. Afterwards he traded.for
himfelf, and about this Time an Uncle dying in Jamaica without Children, he went thither by Comniiffion from his Mother, and recover'd to the Value of
I 500 /. which he fent Home to her at London, and
gain'd by trading there 5 or 600 /. for himfelf, befides
the Recovery ot a Debt of 600 /. which he brought
Home and deliver'd to his Mailer, having had a Power
from him to that Purpofe; and having done all this
Bufmefs, he return'd Home in the fame Ship in which
he went oat. After which he fet up in Bijhopfgatefireet, married a Wife with a good Fortune, and was
in a very good Way of doing well, but after he had
been married feveral Years, and had fome Children,
certain fatal Differences happen'd betwixt him and his
Wife ; (he was inexorable, and would by no means (as
he faid) be reconciPd, upon this they made a voluntary Separation, and fign'd mutual Letters of Releafe
from one to another; but the Wife infilling upon his
fulfilling of fome Agreement, he fold a Houfe or two,
and paid her the Sum flie infilled upon, arid then he
gave her a Paper under his Hand, that he would never
feek after, nor have any Thing more to do with her
direftly nor indireftly. Then he lef: the Town and
went to Norfolk, intending to lead a Country Life ; and
there he liv'd for fome Time privately, and at lafl getting acquainted with a Widow Gentlewoman of a good
Fortune, he married her; but her Ellate not anfwering all Demands, while he was in an unaftive Life, he
then reinov'd to a little Country F.ftate of his own, and
foilow'd firming for three Years, but not being acquainted v/ith thio fort of Bi'f n-fs, and having funk fo
much of his o-.yn Money every Year, he refolv'd to
th'ow up tiic Farm, ;.,.d once more try h.o Fortune at
London, But his Wife could by no Means be perfuaded
to
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to follow him thither, becaufe of fome evil Reports flie
had receiv'd of him, fo he fettled her in a MUUners
Shop in a Town in EJJex, where (he had good Bufmefs,
and kept her two Sons without troubling him, altho'
he afterwards took them from her, and put them to
Boarding Schools, and the eldeft to a Trade, and on
that Account he made fuch heavy Demands upon his
Wife, that (lie was forced to throw up her Bufmefs, to
her great Lofs and Ruin. Sometime after, he being a
good Writer and dextrous Accomptant, had the good
Fortune to get a Place in the Bank of England; while
he was in this Employment, one W
n and his Wife
advifed Mr. Maynee not to flip fuch an Opportunity of
acquiring Money, where fuch Heaps were going and
coming, and which might free both of theni from divers Incumbrances. yix. Maynee hy this Time plung'd
in Debts and Difficulties, which was not averfe to this
Propofal, and defrauding the Bank of more than 2000 /.
gratifying W
«, who went to the Bank and receiv'd the Money for him at different Times, with
800 /. and referving the reft to fupply his own Neceffities. This Pradlice he began in the Year 1724;
W
« was fo urgent in his Demands, being a nece(ritous Fellow, and came fo often for Money, that
one Time he was in a Palfion at him, and fwore a fokmn Oath that he would never give him a Farthing
more, altho' afterward for fear of a Difcovery upon
W
?/s threatening him, he did give him more,
About this Time alfo he married a third Wife, an
honeft grave Widow Woman in Town, and who (he
faid) was a virtuous Woman, and a fober, good Houfewife. And now he refolv'd no more to truft WK,
or any Perfon, but to carry on his Frauds by himfelf,
which he did, and accordingly, as by a Lift of Notes
drawn up by an eminent Perfon of the Bank, and (hown
him by a Gentleman who vifited him, and which he
acknowledg'd to be juft and right to a Nicety : They
were Bank Receipts made out in the Name of one

R——t S'—^n, within nine Months before he was
takers
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taken up, iiix. May 4, 1730, on J——s for 500).
May 9, on IV
s for 1020 /. Augufl 13, on W s
for 100 /. ditto, on W
n for zo/. Sept. 5. on Mr.
W
7r for 200 /. Ditto die on W
« for
20 /. Dec. 9, on W
mT
r for 400 /. on him.
Ditto die for 120 /. Sum of all this is, 2380 /. Thefe
Frauds he carried on againft the Bank fince the 4th of
May laft ; all the Money he cheated the Bank of fince
the Year 1724, he often told me amounted to 4420/.
Sterling. You will find fubjoin'd to this a Letter dirciSed to me, written and fign'd by himfelf, giving a
particular Account of the manner of his Apprehenfion and Confeffion, before the Deputy Governor of
the Bank, which is as follows.
To the Revd. Mr. JAMES GUTHRIE, Ordinary of
Newgate.
Newgate, March 6, 1731.
Reverend SIR,
I Thought it would be expedted I fliould give fome
Account of myfelf, and the Crime for which I
fuffer, and I am willing fo to do. I am defcended
from a good Family, and was well educated, am
about forty-eight Years of Age, and have for upwards of eight Years pafl been a Servant at the
Bank, but being greatly in Debt when I came into
that Service, and not having the due Regard I ought
to have had to God's Holy Commandments, and being prefled by my Creditors, I contrived Ways to defraud the Bank, and thereby procured Money to my
Creditors, and on Saturday the 2d of January I was
fufpefted and flopt at the Bank, and by the DeputyGovernor fent tliat Night on Sufpicion to the Compter, and on Monday hearing that feveral of my
Friends were taken up upon Sufpicion, who were innocept Perfons, and I being defirous to clear them,
" did
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" did fend^Word by a Friend to the Deputy-Governor,
" that if I might be admitted to the Tranfporting my" felf to the Ifland of Jamaica, to end my Days
" there, I would make a full Difcovery of the whole
" Fraud, and impeach a Perfon criminally concern'd
" with me ; my Friend brought me Word, the De" puty Governor's Anfwer was, That if I luas the frft
" that imfeach'd it might be the better for me, hut thai
" he 'vjas but one amongfl Je-veral others, and therefore
" could make no ahfihte Promife ; upon which, my
" Friend advifing me to make the free Confeffion I had
" ofter'd, and the Deputy-Governor fending for ffle by
" the Keeper the fame Evening, I was brought before
" him at the Bank, and making the fame Requeft to
" him myfelf, as my Friend had done, I receiv'd the
" like Anfwer, which both my Friend and myfelf, un" happily underftanding as a I'romife of Recommenda" tion to the Court of Direftors, for the Mercy of
" Tranfportation ; and I believing that the Deputy" Governor would not accept my Confeffion and Im" peachment, without having an Intention of procu" ring me the Mercy I implor'd for, and I being very
" defirous to clear the innocent Perfons that were con" fined on Sufpicion, I did thereupon impeach a Perfon
" that was guilty, and made a full Difcovery of the
" whole Fraud, and fign'd m.y Confeffion, and making
" Oath againft the Perfon I had impeached, he was the
" next Day taken and committed to Neivgate, (but I
" hear is fmce difcharg'd). The firft Note'l was indi" aed upon was a Bank Note of 50/. with which,
" and about 57/. more in Money, I had procur'd to
" be bought a South-Sea Bond, which Bond I returned
" to the Bank the Day after I had made my Confcf" fion ; and I alfo return'd with it another Bank Note^
" of 50 /. which had had two Indorfements taken oft*
" from it, and which was all that I had, and upon
" which the fecond Indiftment was founded ; thus
" having fully confefled my Crime, and throwing my" felf entirely upon the Mercy of the Honourable

^

" Court
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Court of Direftow for Tranfportation. I pleaded
Guilty to both the Indiftments. I acknowledge my
Crime, and I humbly beg Pardon of that Honourable Court for the great Offence I have given, heartily praying for the Profperity of the Bank of England, and that no Perfon m;iy ever attempt to defraud
them again in the like manner as I did, or otherwife. And I hope all Perfons in Places of Truft will
' take Warning by my fad Calamity, and not by difregarding God's Holy Commandments, give themlelves the Liberty of breaking thofe Trufts, if any
Opportunity oifers to them. Sir, I heartily fo.'give
' all Perfons who have any ways injur'd me, and I
' beg Pardon of all I have any ways offended, and I
' die in perfeft Charity with all Perfons whatfoever.
lam, SIR,
Your humhk Servant
The poor dying Crimi-aal,

'

WILLIAM MAYNEE..

Mr. 'Maynee was a Man well educated, and knowing
in Religious Principles, and other Things, but he fo
much addifted to the Love of Women, that he run
into great Debts and inextricable Difficulties, which occafion'd his taking thofe unlawful and criminal Expedients, which prov'd his Ruin. Another worthy Divine
who came to vifit and pray for him, often and earneftly ui'g'd him to a Reftitution of ftolen Goods, which
he offer'd to make, upon Condition he might be allow'd to tranfport himfelf to Jamaica. When all
Hopes of this kind vanifh'd, and the Dead Warrant
came down to Ne-jvgate againft liim, I ftill infifted as
I had done formerly, upon Reftitution as a neceilary
Ingredient of Repentance ; he faid, he had made an
Iincondition'd Offer of Reftitution, and fliovi^'d a Lift of
Debts due to hinij as he affirm'd, good and fufficient,
to
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to the Value of about 900 /. and rfhis was all he had
left in his Power to do ; but no body feeking after
them, he kept them all to himfelf. He read fome
Papers to ine, containing very good Prayers of his
own Compofure, for his private life while under Sentence ; and a pretty large Account of his Life, the Sum
of which was, his confeffing to God, that his Leachery
and Covetoufnefs had undone him, and that he made
firm Refolutions of deferting thefe Vices, and living a
circumfpeft Chriftian Life, if it fhould pleafe Providence to fpare his Life. He was an induftrious Man,
imd told me he never had been drunk in his Life, but
ufed to quench his Thirft with Spring Water, or a
Difb. of Tea, Chocolate or Coffee, and indeed he feem'd
to be very well fitted for Bufuiefs. He lamented his
fmning fo much againll Light and Knowledge, and neglefting for fome Years pafl to take the Blefled Sacrament, becaufe of the Confcience he had of his Guilt
and Crimes, and his lying in habitual Sins. He told
-me, that upon Holy Days, when the other Gentlemen were better employ'd, he to make a Show of Diligence, went into the Batik and erafed his Notes and
Books privately by himfelf, as he thought fit. He made
a deep Profeffion of Repentance, and fometimes in the
Agony and Bitternefs of his Soul, he Ihed Tears and
wept, end with a deal of Submiffion and Refignation he
fuffer'd his deferv'd Punifhment. He declared his
Faith in the Merits of Chrift Jefus, that he was truly
Penitent for all his Sins, and died in Peace with all
the World.

Ji the Place of EXECUTION.

II

MR. Majnee went in a Coach, with a Mourning
Coach attending him. When the Bell-man at
St. Sepulcher'i fpoke to him over the Church-yard Wall,
according to Cuftom, he cried a little, and was molt
fcrious at the fliort Prayers he ufed, and faid Amen with
the

[ i87 ]
the utmoil Devotion: By the Way he fcarce fpoke any
Thing, but lield his Book in his Hand, and read godly Prayers for dying expiring Perfons, and fometimes in
a moii devout manner faid, Lord have Mercy upon me,
a poor d-jing Sinner, Chrijl ha've Mercy upon me, Lord
ha-ve Mercy upon me, and fardoji my great and grie'vous
Sins fir Chriffs Sake. When he came to the Place of
Execution, he faid he had no more to add to his former Confeffions, only looking towards the Speftators,
he earneftly defir'd all Chriftians to pray for his poor
Soul.
John Chappel faid, that he repented of his great Sins,
and hoped to be faved by the Blood of Chrift, and defir'd the World not to be fo uncharitable as to believe
him guilty of other Capital Crimes fallly alledg'd to
him, for that he had never committed any Capital
Crime excepting the cruel Murder for which he died.
They were executed at Tyburn on Monday the 8th of
March, 173 I.

The Behaviour aid Confejfion of Francis
Woodmarfh, for t})« Murder of Mr.
Robert Ormes, on the igth of April,
1731HE was (as he faid) about thirty-three Years of
Age, but could give no certain Account of the
Place of his Birth. His Parents gave him fome little
Education, but did not put him to any particular Bufinefs. At a proper Age he went into the Army, and
was advanced (as he faid) to be an Enfign in a marching Regiment, but he foon left that Bufmefs, and married a Wife, who appear'd to be a good difcreet Woman, whom he commended as fuch, and recommended to the Care and Kindnefs of his Friends, He had
fome
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feme Children, but they had all the good Fortune to
die before him. He faid he had ferv'd a well known
JNobleman, who went abroad a few Years ago, to return no More; and that he underftood the Peruke-maker's Bufmefs, and had got Money by ferving Men of
Quality in that Way : He likev/ife faid, that about
the Time of the late Rebellion, he did feveral good
Services, kept fome Gentlemen from joining in thr.t
unnatural Rebellion, and travelled over beft Part of
England ^nA Scotland, upon that Occafion.
His Father was pofleflcd of an Eftate, and kept a
good Farm in the Country, and had given him feveral
Sums of Money, of which he never made any good
Ufa; for tiiat Reafon he had not much left him by Jiis
Father at his Death, and was the lefs efteem'd by his
Relations. He faid that he had always been a fober
Man, and hated Curfmg and Swearing, and other Vices, that he ever ihunn'd idle Company, and lov'd a
quiet, peaceable Life.
The Account he gave of the Murder of Robert Ormei, for which he died, was to this Purpofe.
On the 19th Day of Jfril 1731, which was EnflerMonday, he walk'd out alone as far as Chelfca, for his
Diverfion j when he was upon his Return to Town, the
Sun was pretty hot, and he being thirfty, went into
En Ale-houfe in Chelfea-Fiekis, where there was a
Company of People, altogether Strangers to him, who
fwore and blafphem'd very much ; he gently reprov'd
them, faying, that there could be no Profit in ufmg
fuch execrable Oaths, and that it v/ou!d be much better
to be more fmooth in their Converfation, and not to
provoke God by fuch vain and very fmful Language ;
they told him he had no Bufmefs to reprove tliem, and
provok'd him to call them Scrubs, infilling on it that
Jie was a Gentleman and a Scholar, and repeated Si
Deus efl Jnhniis, S;c. They bid him pay his Reckoning
and be gone, and faid, they doubted if he had any
Money in his Pocket, i^'c. feveral Satyrical ExprelTions having paft, he was weary of their Company, paid
his
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his Three Halfpence for a Pint of Beer, and went ofF,
The Deceafed, Mr. Ormes, his Wife, and the reft of
the Company went out aftc-r him, and fome of them
fwore, and cryed out to dafli out the Iri/hmatii Brains.
Upon which they beat him unmercifully with their
Canes and Sticks ; he to fave himfelf retir'd a good
Way, till he came to a Garden Hedge, then he drew
his Sword to defend himfelf, and called out to them to
hold off and beware of him, being upon his own Defence. At this Time Mr. Ormes (as he fuppofed)
rufh'd upon his Sword and was killed, which was the
eafier done, bccaufe his Breall: was naked, and to extenuate the Affair, he faid, he was very fhort-fighted,
and never faw Ormes, nor none of the Company.
This is an Account which contradifts the Evidence of
the Pi-ofecutors, who fwore pofitively, that he ftabb'd
Mr. Ormes without any Provocation, and that they did
not fee him receive any Blow with a Cane ; but after
all the Reafons which could be ufed for an ingenious
Confeffion, he never alter'd his Narrative to me, nor
K) all thofe who vifited him in the Prifon under Sentence, to whom he always repeated the fame Thing,
with abundance of Tears trickling down his Cheeks.
The Reafon he gave for dreffing like a Gentleman
was, becaufe lie had once been an Officer in the Army,
and he alfo expedled to get into the Service of fome
great Man, to whom his fine Drefs would be one Recommendation. He made no Refleftions, but only
faid he heard Mr. Ormes was quarrelfome.
As to his I'emper, he was Pufillanimous, and of a
mean Spirit; he wept and cried like a Child when he
told his Cafe to any Body, and the Tears gufhed out
in a very flrange rrianner. I comforted, him againft the
Fears of Death, but he remain'd inconfolable, and
there could not be a Man more unwilling, and more
afraid of Death than he was.
He appeared penitent, and declared that he hoped
for Salvation thro' Chrifl, that he fincerely repented of
all his Sins, and forgave all Injuries, as he expefted
Fbrglvenefs from God.
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On WednefJay Evening, the fecond Day before his
Execution, one in a Lny Habit, fuppofed to be a Romi/h Prieft, came to him and fpoke filently in his Ear,
That it twas necejpxry'for him to turn, for that there ivas
f!o Sahation out of their Church. This put him into
the greateft Agony and Perplexity imaginable, all tlie
next Night. I told him he need not be afraid to truft
his Salvation upon the Mercy of God, through the
Merits of Jefus Chrift ; and that their Way of Inltruftion was to teach Men to confide in their own Merits,
and the Intercefiion of the Saints, which was an uncertain Way of obtaining the Favour,,of God, and contrary to Scripture Revelation. He was content, and
faid he did not believe him; but that being fo near
Death, it put him in no little Confufion to hear himfelf upbraided, as if he had liv'd in fo grofs an Error
all his Life.
This is a Freedom which thofe of our Communion
dare not take in fome neighbouring Countries.

^he following Account cf the Murder of Mr.
Ormes, was deliver'd by Francis Woodmarfh to a Gentleman in the Prefs-Yard in
Newgate, the Morning before his Execution, in the Sight cf a great Number of
People there prefent, and hy him requefled
to he delivered to Mr. APPLEBEE, to be
publifhed to the World.
AS it is cuflomary for Perfons under my unhappy
Circumftances to declare the Truth at their lall
Moments, concerning the Faft for which they fufFer ; I
hope by this to fatisfy the World as to the real Truth,
tho' Things have been much mifreprefented, which have
done me no fmall Harm,

On
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On Eafier-Monday laft, towards the Evening, calling
at the 7hree Moor-Cocks in Chelfea~Fields, (by myfelf)
for a Pint of Beer, I unluckily happen'd to go into the
Room where Mr. Ormes the Deceafed w&s, with his
Friendi?, all Strangers to me, and all of them feem'd to
be much in Liquor ; and fome of them talking very
profanely, I took the Liberty to reprove them, at which
the V/ife of the Deceafed was very angry, and ufed
me with a great deal of ill Manners, and gave me very
abufive Language, and prompted Mr. Ormcs her Husband to quarrel with me, and her Expreflion was to
knock my Brains out, with feveral other indecent Exprefiions, unbecoming her Sex, upon which I paid my
Reckoning, and was going out of their Company, but
to my great Surprize, Mr. Ormes pufh'd me out of
Doors, and purfued me feven or eight Yards, giving me
feveral Blows \v\t\i his Cane, which at laft obliged me
to draw my Sword in my own Defence, not with any
Intention to kill the Deceafed, but only to make him
defift from abufing me ; but the Deceafed ftill purfuing
me with his Blows, the unlucky Accident happen'd,
for which I am immediately going to fufFer Death.
I had no premeditated Defign againft the Deceafed,
he being an utter Stranger to me, having never feen
him before.
Mrs. Middleton, the Landlady of the Houfe was in
the Cellar when I went out of the Houfe, and fo could
not poffibly fee whether Mr. Ormes ftruck me or not,
tho' fhe fwore to the contrary, and likewife gave a falfe
Defcription of the Ground, to difcredit the Evidence of
Mr. Bell, who appeared as an Evidence for me, for
which I pray Almighty God to forgive her, as I do
the reft of the Evidences that were then in Company,
who I think aggravated Matters to the Court.
As for Mr. Bell, he was an utter Stranger to me,
I never having fcen him to my Knowledge till the
Time of my Trial, he coming voluntarily to declare
the Truth, which was to the lame Effeft as I have already related, as to the Deceafed's following and ftriking
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ing me, for which I have been informed, he has been
reilefted on ; but to do him Juflice, I have, by the AITiil^nce of my Friends, obtained a Certificate under
the Hands of his Officers, in regard to his Charafter,
W'hich I have hereunto annexed, and which, if I had
produced on my Trial, I believe might have been of
Service to me; but my Trial comirg on fo fpon after
my Commitment, prevented me from making fo proper a Defence for myfelf, as ctherwife I might have
done.
I hope I have made my Peace with God Almighty,
thro' the Merits of my Saviour Jefus Chrift, for tliis
and all other my paft Offences. I die an unworthy
Member of the Church o[ England, and beg the Prayers
of all good Chriftians.
May 14, 1731.
FrancJj Wcodmarjh.

I

,'/ Copy of a Certificate of Mr. Edmond
Bell'^f Charalfer, who ivas an Evidence for
the Prifoner ; Sign'd by his Officers.
''
''
"
•'
'
"
"
"
•'
"

"1T7E vvhofe Names are hereunto fubfcribed, do
VV Certify, That we havs known fome Years
Edmond Bell, now a Corporal in Lieutenant Colonel
Henry Winffield''i Company, in his Majelly's Firit
Regiment of Foot-Guards, Commanded by the Rt.
Hon. Sir Charles Wills; and that we have always
found him to be a Pcrfon of Integrity and Honeily,
and that we do believe he wou'd not fwear or depofe
any Thing but the Truth, upon any Account whatfoever.
As Witnefs our Hands this 6th Day of May, 1731,
H. Wingfield, Colonel.
M. Ranxlim, Captain,
R. Walter, Enfign and Adjutant.

He
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He was executed at fyburn on Friday the 14th of
May, 1731.

Ihe following Account of John Sheppard,
having been omitted by Miflake, in that Order of Time wherein it fhould have been inferted, we imagined our Readers would fooner
pardon our •placing it a little improperly, than
our totally omitting an Account of him, and
his very furprizing Efcapes from Newgate,
fo full of remarkable Incidents.
THIS John Sheppard, a Youth both in Age and
Perfon, tho' an old Man in Sin, was born in tiie
Pariffi of Stepney near London, in the Year 1702, a
Son, Grandfon, and great Grandfoa of a Carpenter:
His Father died when he was fo very young, that he
could not recolleft that ever he faw him. Thus the
Burthen of his Maintenance, together with his Brother's
and Sifter's, lay upon the Shoulders of the Widow
Mother, who foon procur'd an Admittance of her Son
yo&n into the Work-houfe in Bijhopjgate-ftreet, where
he contina'd for the Space of a Year and half, and in
that Time received an Education fufficient to qualify
him for the Trade his Mother defign'd him, "jix. a
Carpenter: Accordingly fhe was recommended to Mr.
JVood in Witch-ftreet, near Drurj-Lane, as a Matter capable of entertaining and inftrufting iier Son ; they
agreed, and was bound for the Space of fcven Years,
the Lad prov'd an early Proficient, and had a ready ingenious Hand, and foon became Mafter of his Bufinefs,
and gave entire Satisfaftion to his Matter's Cuftomers,
and had the Charafter of a -v^ry fober and orderly Boy ;
but alas unhappy Youth ! before he had compleated fix
VOL. II.
I
Years
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Years of his Apprenticefhip, he commenced a fatal
Acquaintance with one Elizabeth Lyon, otherwife cali'd
Edgnvorth Befs, from a Town of that Name in Middle'
fex, where Ihe was born, the reputed Wife of a Foot
Soldier, and who lived a wicked and debauched Life,
and our young Carpenter became enamour'd with her,
and they cohabited together as IVIan and Wife.
Now was laid the Foundation of his Ruin, Sheppard
grows weary of the Yoke of Servitude, and began to
difpute with his Mafter, telling him that his Way of
jobbing from Houfe to Houfe, was not fufficient to fur^
rifh him with a due Experience in his Trade, and that
if he would not fee out to undertake fome Buildings,
he would ftep into the World for better Information.
Mr. Wood, a mild, fober, honeit Man, indulg'd him,
and Mrs. Wood with Tears, exhorted him againft the
Company of this lewd Proftitute; but her Man prompted and harden'd by his Harlot, Damn'd her Blood, and
threw a Stick at his Miflrefs, and beat her to the
Ground j and being with his Mafter at Wcrk at Mr.
Sritth, the Sun Ale-houfe near IJlington, u^on a very
trivial Occafion fell upon his Mafter, and beat and
bruifed him in a barbarous and ibameful manner. Such
a fudden and deplorable Change wa^ thcie in the Behaviour of this promifing young M: n. Next enfued a
Negled of Duty both to (^od and hi^ Mafter, lying out
of Nights, perpetual Jarrings, and Animofities; thefe
and fuch.like, were the Confequences of his intimacy
with this She-Lyon, who by the Sequel will appear to
have been a main Loadftone in attrafting of him up to
the fatal Tree.
Mr. Wood having Reafon to fufpeft that Sheppard hzd
robbed a Neighbour, began to be in great Fear and
Terror for himfelf; and when his Man came not Home
in due Seafons at Night barr'd him out, but lie made a
meer jeft of the Locks and Bolts, and enter'd in and
out at Pleafure j and when Mr. Wooii and his Wife
have had all the Reafon in the World to believe him
locked out, they have found him very quiet in his Bed
the
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the next Morning, fuch was the Power of his early
Magiclc.
Ed<"worth Befs having ftolen a Gold Ring from a Gentleman, whom (lie had picked up in the Streets, was
fent to St. Giles's Round-Houfe, Skeppard went immediately to his Confort, and after a fhort Difcourfe with
Mr. BrcivH the Beadle, and his \\'ife, who had the
Care of the Place, he fell upon the poor old Couple,
took the Ke)'S from them, and let his Lidy oi« at the
Door in fpight of all the Out-cryes and Oppofition they
were capable of making.
About July 1723, he was by his Mafler fent to perform a Repair at the Houfe of Mr, Baines, a Piecebraker in Whitc-lhrfe-Yard, he from thence Hole a Roll
of Fuftian, containing twenty four Yards, which, was
afterwards found in bis Truhk. This is fuppofcd to
be the firil Robbery he ever committed, and it was not
long e'er he repeated another upon this fame Mr. Bai;:e\
by breaking into Jiis Houfe in the Night Time, and
taking out of the Till 7 /. in Money, and Goods to
the Value of 14/. more; how he enter'd this Houfe
was a Secret, till his being lall committed to Neiogate,
when he confefTed that he took up the Iron Bars at the
Cellar Window, and after he had done his Bufmefs, he
nailed them down again, fo that Mr. Baines never believed his Houfs had been broke, and an innocent Woman a Lodger in the Houfe lay all the while under the
Weight of a Sufpicion of committing the Robbery.
Sheppard and his Mafter had now parted ten Months
before the Expiration of his Apprenticefhip, a woeful
parting to the former, he was gone from a good and
careful Patronage, and lay expofed to, and complyed
with the Temptations of the moft wicked Wretches
this Town could afford, as Jofeph Blake alias BluesHn,
William Field, Doleing, James Sykes, alias Hell and
Fury, which laft was the firft that betrayed and put him
into the Hands of Juftice, as will prefently appear.
Having deferted his Mailer's Service, he took Shelter
in tile Houfe of Mr, Charles in May-Fair Bear PiccaI 3
diffy.
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Slly, and his Landlord having a Necefiity for fome
Repairs in his Houfe, engag'd one Mr. Fanton a Carpenter to undertake it, and Sheppard to affift him as a
Journeyman ; but on the 23d of Olioher 1723, e'er the
Work was compleat, Sheppard took Occafion to rob the
People of the Efftdls following, I'ix. -j I. 10 j. in
Specie, five large Silver Spoons, fx plain Forks ditto,
four Tea Spoons, fix plain Gold Rings, and, a Cypher
Ring, four Suits of Wearing Apparel, bcfides Linnen,
to a confiderable Value. This Faft he confefled to
the Rcvd. Mr. Wa^flaff, before his lifcape from the
Condemn d-Hold of Neiugate,
Sheppard had a Brother nained Thomas, a Carpenter
by Profc-flion, tho' a notorious Thief and Houfe-breaker
by Prsflice. This Thomas being committed to Nevjgate for breaking the Houfe of Mrs. Mmy Cook, a Linnen~Draper in Clare-Street, Clare-Market, on the jth
of February, and Healing Goods to the Value of between 50 and 60 /. he impeach'd his Brother John
Sheppard and Fdgv)orth Befs, as being corcerned with
him in this Faft, and thefe three were alfo charged
with being concerned together in breaking the Houfe of
Mr. William Phillips in Drury-Lane, and Healing divers
Goods, the Property of Mrs. Keiidrick, a Lodger in the
Houfe, on the 14th of the faiu February; all pofTible
Endeavours were ufed by Mrs. Cook and Mr. Phillips, to
get John Sheppard and Edgnxorth Befs apprehended,
but to no Purpofe, till the following Accident.
Sheppard Win now upon his wicked Range in London,
committing Robberies every where at Difcretion ; but
one Day meeting with his Acquaintance James Sykes,
alias Hell and Fury, fometimes a Chair-man, and at
others a Running Foot-man. This Sykes invited him
to go to one Redgate''s, a Viftualling-Houfe near the
Se'ven Dials, to play at Skettles, Sheppard comply'd,
and Sykes fecretly fent for Mr. Price a Conftable in St.
Gileses Parifti, and charg'd with his Friend Sheppard,
for robbing of Mrs. Cook, Sec. Sheppard was carried before Juftice Parry, who ordered him to St. G//«'s

Round'
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'Round-Houfe till the next Morning for farther Examination ; he was confin'd in the upper Part of the
Place, being two Stories from the Ground, but e'er two
Hours came about, by only the Help of a Razor, and
the Stretcher of a Chair, he broke open the Top of
the Round-Houfe, and tying together a Sheet and a
Blanket, by them defcentied into the Church-Yard and
efcap'd, leaving the Parifh to repair the 'Damage, and
repent of the Affront put upon his Skill and Capacity.
On the 19th of May in the Evening, Sheppard with
another Robber named Ben/on, were paffmg through
Lehefter-fields, where a Gentleman ftood accufmg a Woman with an Attempt to fteal his Watch, a Mob was
gathered about tl-.e Difputants, and Sheppard'i Companion being a Mafter, got in amongft them, and picked
the Gentleman's Poclcet in good earneft of his Watch;
the Scene was furprizingly chang'd, from an imaginaryRobbery to a real one, and in a Moment enfued an Outcry of Stop Thief! Sheppard and Ben/on took to their
Heels, and Sheppard was feized by a Serjeant of the
Guard at Leicejier Houie, crying out Stop Thief! with
much Earneftnefs; he was convey'd to St. Anns RoundHoufe in Soho, and kept fecure till the next Morning,
when Edgworth Befs came to vifit him, who was feiz'd
alfo, they were carry'd before Juftice Walters, when
the People in Drury-Lane and Clare-Market appeai'd,
and charg'd them with the Robberies aforemention'd ;
but Sheppard pretending to impeach certain of his Accomplices, the Juftice committed them to Nenu-Prifon,
with an Intent to have them foon remov'd to Nenvgate,
unlefs there came from them fome ufeful Difcoveries.
Sheppard was now a fecond Time in the Hands of Juftice, but how long he intended to keep them in, the
Reader will foon be able to judge.
He and his Mate were now in a ftrong and well
guarded Prifon, himfelf loaded with a Pair of
double Links and Bifils of about 14/^'Weight, and
confined together in the fafeft Apartment call'd Newgats-Ward; Sheppard confcious of l.is Crimes, and
I 3
knowing
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knowing the Information he had made to be but a blind
Amufement that would avail him nothing, he began to
meditate an Efcape. They had been thus detained for
about four Days, and their Friends hiving the Liberty
of feeing them, furnifli'd him with Implements proper
for his Defign, accordingly Mr. Sheppard goes to Work,
and on the zgth of Ma^; being Whitfon-Monday, at
sbout Two o'clock in the Morning, he had compleated
a prafticable Breach, and fawed off his Fetters; having
with unheard of Diligence and Dexterity cut off an Iron
Bar from the Window, and taken out a Mutin or Bar
cf the moil foiid Oak of about nine Inches in Thicknefs, by boring it thro' in many Places, a Work of
j!;reat Skill and Labour, they had ftill five and twenty
Foot to defcend from the Ground, Sheppard fattened a
Sheet and Blanket to the Bars, and caufes Madam to
take ofF her Gown and Petticoat, and fent her out firft.
End ihc being more corpulent than himfelf, it was with
i;Teat Pain and Difficulty that he got her through the
interval, and obferving his Directions, flie was inltantly
flown, and more frighted than hurt, the Philofopher
follow'd, and lighted with Eafe and Pleafure, but where
are they efcap'd to ? Why out of one Prifon into another. The Reader is to undeiftand, that the Nenv-Prifin and CletkenivellBiideivellVie contiguous to one another, and they are got into the Yard of the latter, and
liave aWall of twenty-two Foot high to fcale before their
Liberty is perfefted ; Sheppard fir from being unprepared to furmount this Difficulty, had his Gimblets and
Piercers ready, and made a Scaling Ladder. While the
Keepers and Prifoners of both Places were afleep in
their Beds he mounts his Baggage, and in lefs than, ten
Minutes carries both her and himfelf over the Wall,
and compleats an entire Efcape. Altho' his Efcape
from the Condemned-Hold in Ne-xvgate made a far greater
Noife in t/ie World than that from Ne-w-Prifin, it has
been allow'd by all the Gaol Keepers in London, that
one fo miraculous was never pcrform'd in England before j the broken Chains and Bars are kept at NetuPrifin
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frifon to teftify and preferve the Memory of this extraordinary Villain.
Sheppard not warrfd by this Admonition, returns like
a Dog to his Vomit, and comes fecretly into his Maftcr
JVood's Neighbourhood in Witch-ftrcet, and concerts
Meafures with one Anthom Lamb, an Apprentice to
Mr. Carter, a Mathematical Inftrument-maker, for
robbing Mr. Burton a Matter Taylor, a Man of Worth
and Reputation, who lodg'd in Mr. Carter's Houfe.
Charles Grace, a gracelefs Cooper was let into the Secret,
confented, and refolv'd to aft his Part; the i6th of
June was appointed. Lamb accordingly lets Grace and
Sheppard into the Houfe at Midnight, and they all went
up to Mr. Barton's, Apartment, well arm'd with Piftols,
End entered his Rooms without being difturbed ; Grace
was pofted at Mr. Barton's Bed-Side with a loaded Piftol, and pofitive Orders to ftioot him through the Head
if in Cafe he awaked, Sheppard being engaged in opening the Trunks and Boxes the mean while. It luckily
happen'd for Mr. Barton that he flept founder than
ufual that Night, as having come from a Merry-making
with feme Friends, tho' poor Man little dreaming in
what dreadful Circamftances he was then in. They
carry'd off in Notes, Bonds, Guineas, Cloaths, made
and unmade, to the Value of between two or three
hundred Pounds, befides a Paduefoy Suit of Cloaths,
worth about 18 or 20 /. more, which having been made
for a corpulent Gentleman, Sheppard had them reduc'd,
and fitted to his own Size and wear, as defigning to appear and make a Figure among the Beau Monde. Grace
and Sheppard having difpofed of the Goods at an Alehoafe in Ne--wtenor's-Lane, (a Rendezvous of Robbers
and Ruffians) took their Flight, and Grace was not
heard of after. Lamb was apprehended and carry'd before Juftice Neiuton, and there made an ample Confeffaon, and being nothing but that againft him at his
Trial, and withal a favourable Profecution, he came off
with a Sentence of Tranfportation only ; he as well as
Sheppard confirm.'d all the above Particulars, and with
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tliis Addition, fvix. That it was debated among them
to have murd'red all the People in the Houfe, lave one
Perfon.
About the latter End of the fame Month ^une, Mr.,
Kneebone, a Wcolkn-Draper rear the Nexv-Church in the
Strand, receiv'd a Caution from the Father of Jnthony
Lamb, who intimated to Mr. Kneebone that his Iloufe
was intended to be broke open and robb'd that very
Night. Mr. Kneebone prepared for the Event, ord'red
his Servants to fit up, and gave Direftions to theWatchman in the Street to obferve his Houfe ; at about
two in the Morning, Sheppard zwd his Gang were about
the Door, a Maid Servant went to liften, and heard one
of the Wretches fay. Damn him, if they could not enter
that Night they nxould another, and 'would have 300 1.
nf his (meaning Mr. Kneebone'^ Money) they went off,
and nothing more was heard of them till Sunday the
12th Day of July following, when Jofeph Blake alias
Blenvskin, 'John Sheppard, and William Field, (as himfelf fwore) came about 12 o'Clock at Night, and cut
two large Oaken Bars over the Cellar Window, at the
back Part of the Houfe in Little Drury-Lane, and fo
entered, Mr. Kneebone and his Farrilly being at Reft,
they proceeded to open a Door at the Foot of the Cellar Stairs, with three Bolts, and a large Padlock upon
it, and tiien came up into the Shop and wrench'd ofF
the Hafp and Padlock that went over the Prefs, and arriv'd at their defir'd Booty; they continu'd in the
Houfe three Hours, and carry'd off with them one
hundred and eight Yards of Broad WoUen Cloth, five
Yards of blue Bays, a light Tie Wig, and a Beaver Hat,
tv/o Silver Spoons, a Handkerchief, and a Penknife, in
all to the Value of 50 /.
The Sunday following, being the 19th of July,
Sheppard and Blsivjkin were out upon the Hampfiead
Road, and there ftopt a Coach with a L:idies Woman
in it, from whom they took but Half a Crown, all
the Money then about her, the Footman behind the
Coach came down and exerted himfelf, but Shefpard
feet
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fent him in Hafte up to his Pott again, by Threat of
his Piftol.
The next Night being the zoth of July, about nine
o'clock, they robVd Mr. Fargiter, a Chandler oi Hampfiead, near the Ealf-Way-Boufe ; Sheppard after his being taken at Finchley, was particularly examined about
thTs Robbery. The Reverend Mr. Wagfiaff having receiv'd a Letter from an unknown Hand, with two
Queftions to be propofed to Sheppard, 'viz. Whether
he did rob jfohn Pargiter on Monday the 20th of July,
about nine at Night, between the Turnpike and Hampfead ? How much Money he took from him ? Whether Pargiter was Drunk or not f and if he had Rings
or Watch about liim when robb'd ? Which Requeft was
comply'd with, and Sheppard affirm'd, that Mr. Pargiter was very much in Liquor, having a great Coat on,
neither Rings on his Fingers or Watch, and only 3 s.
in his Pocket, which they took from him, and that
Bluejkin knocked him down twice v/ith the But-End of
his Piftol to make fure Work, (tho' Excefs of Drink had
done that before) but Sheppard did in Kindnefs raife him
up PS often.
The next Night July 21, they ftop'd a Stage-Coach,
and took from a Paffenger in it 20 s. and were fo expeditious in the Matter, that not two Words were
made about the Bargain.
Now Mr. Sheppard's long and wicked Courfe was
feemingly drawn to a Period, Mr. Kneebone having
apply'd to Jonathan Wild, and fet forth Advertifenients in the Papers, complaining of this Robbery.
On Tuefday the zzd of July at Night, Edgwoorth Befs
was taken in a Brandy-Shop near Temple-Bar, by Jonathan Wild; flie being much terrified difcover'd where
Sheppard was, a Vv'"arrant was accordingly iffued by Juftice Blackerby, and the next Day he was apprehended
at the Houfe of Bluejkin & Mother, in Rajemary-Lane,
by one ^ik a Domeftick of Mr. Wild's, tho' not
without great Oppofition, for he clapp'd a loaded Piftol to %///'s Bicaft, and attempted to flioot him, but
I 5
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the Piftol miffed Fire j he was brought back to NenxiPrifon, confin'd in the Dungeon, and the next Day carry'd before Jullice Blackerhf. Upon his Examination he
confeffed the tliree Robberies on the Highway aforemention'd, as alfo the robbing IVTr. Baines, Mr. Barton, and Mr. Kneebone, he was committed to Newgate,
and at the Seflions of Oyer and Terminer, and Goal
Delivery, )io!den at the Old-Bailey, on the 12th, 13th,
and 14th of .^ugufi, Jie was try'd upon three feveral
Indiiflments, •vix,.
John Shepparil, of the Parifh of St. Martins in the
Fields, was indifted for breaking the Houfe of William
Philips, and ftealing divers Goods, the 14th o'i February,
but there not being fufEcient Evidence againft the Prifoner he was acquitted.
He was indifted a fecond Time, of St. Clement
Danes, for breaking tlie Houfe of Mary Cook, the 5th
of Fehiuary, and ftealing divers Goods, but the Evidence againft the Prifoner being deficient as to this Indiclment alfo, he was acquitted.
He was indifted a third Time, of St. Mary Sa-voy,
for breaking the Houfe of William Kneebone, in the
Night Time, and ftealing 108 Yards of WoUen Cloth,
the I 2th of Juh).
The Profecutor depofed. That the Prifoner had fome
Time fince been his Servant, and when he went to Bed,
tiie Time menfion'd in the Indiftment, about 11
o'clock at Night, he faw all the Doors and Windows
faft, but was calPd up about four in the Morning, and
found his Houfe broke open, the Bars of the Cellar
VVintlow having been cut, and the Bolts of the Door
that comes up Stairs drawn, and the Padlock wrench'd
off, and the Shutter in the Shop broken, and his Goods
gone, v/hereupon fufpeiSing the Prifoner, he having
committed ill Aftions thereabouts before, he acquainted
Jonathan Wild v/ith it, and he procur'd liim to be apprehended. That he went to the Prifoner in New-Prifon, and afking how he could be fo ungrateful to rob
him after Jie had Jhown him fo much Kindiiefs.? The
Prifoner
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Prifoner own'd he had been ungrateful in fo doing, informing him of fcveral Circumftances as to the manner
of committing the Fa£l, but faid, he had been drawn
into it by ill Company.
'Jonathan Wild depofed. The Profecutor came to
him, and defir'd that he wou'd enquire after his Goods
that had been ftolen, telling him he fufpefted the Prifoner to have been concern'd in the Robbery, he havinp;
before committed fome Robberies in the Neiglibourhood. That enquiring after him, and having heard of
him before, he Vv'as inform'd that he was an Acquaintance of Jcfeph Blake, alias Blenvskin, and William
Field, whereupon he fent for William Field, who came
to him, upon which he told him, if he would make an
ingenuous Confeffion, he believ'd he co\ild prevail with
the Court to make him an Evidence. That he did
make a Difcovery of the Prifoner, upon which he was
apprehended, and alfo of others fince convifted, and
gave an Account of fome Parcels of the Cloth, which
was found accordingly.
William Field depofed. That the Prifoner told him,
and Jofeph Blake, that he knew a Ken where they
might get fometlung of Worth ; that they went to
take a View of the Profecutor's Houfe, but difprov'd of
the Attempt, as not thinking it eafy to be perform'd;
bat the Prifoner perfwaded them that it might eafsly be
done, he knowing the Houfe, and having liv'd with the
Profecutor ; that thereupon he cut the Cellar Bar, went
into the Cellar, got into the Shop, and brought out
three Parcels of Cloth, which they carry'd away. The
Prifoner had alfo confeffed the Faft when he was apprehended, and before the Juftice. The Fad being
plainly prov'd, the Jury found him guilty of the Indiftment.
Sentence of Death was pronounc'd upon him accordingly. Several other Profecutions might have been
brought againft him, but this was thought fufficient to
rid the World of fo capital an Offender: He begg'd

carneftly for Tranfportation to th? moft extream Foot
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of his Majefty's Dominion?, and pleaded Youth and
Ignorance, as the Motive which had precipitated him
into the Guilt; but the Court deaf to his Importunities,
as knowing him and his repeated Crimes to be equallyflagrant, gave him no fatisfaftory Anfwer .- He return'd
to his difmal Abode the Condemned-Hold, where were
nine more unhappy Wretches in as dreadful Circurallances as himfelf. The Court being at Wind/or, tlie
Malefadlors had a longer Refpite than is ufual ; during
that Recefi, JaKies Hmn:an, Lumlej, Davis, and Shepfard, agreed upon an Efcape, concerted iVIeafures, and
provided Inftruments to make it efFe&ual, but put oiT
the Execution of their Deiign, on Account the two
Gentlemen having their Hopes of Life daily renewed,
by the favourable Anfwers they receiv'd from fome
confiderable Perfons, but thofe vanifhing the Day before their Execution, and finding their Sentence irreverfible, they two dropt their Hopes, together with the
DeJign they form'd for an Efcape, and fo in earneft prepared to meet Death on the Morrow, (which they accordingly did.) 'Twas on this Day Mr. Dwvis gave
Sheppard the Watch Springs, Files, Saws, ISc. to efteft
his own Releafe, and knowing that a Warrant was
hourly expefted for his Execution with two others, on
the Friday following ; he thought it high Time to look
about him, for he had waited his Trial, faw his Convfftion, and heard his Sentence with fome Patience,
but finding himfelf irrefpitably decreed for Death, he
could fit paffive no longer, and on the very Day of the
Execution of the former, whilft they were having their
Fetters taken off, in order for going to the Tree, that
Day he began to faw, Saturday made a Progrefs, but
Sunday omitted, by Reafon of the Concourfe in the
Lodge. Edgwoorth Befs having been fet at Liberty, had
frequent Accefs to him, with others of his Acquaintance. On Monday the Dead Warrant came from Windfor, appointing that he, together with Jofeph Ward,
and Anthony Upton, fhould be executed the Friday following, being the 4th of September ; th,e Keepers acquainted
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iquainted him therewith, and defir'd him to make good
ufe of that ftiort Time allotted him ; he thank'd them,
and faid, He nuould fiUoau their Advice and prepare.
Edaivorth Befs and another Woman, had been with him
at the Door of the Condemned-Hold beft Part of the
Afternoon, between five and fix he defir'd the other
Prifoners, except Stephen Fowles to remain above, while
he offer'd fomething in private to his Friends at the
Door, they comply'd, and in this Interval he got the
Spike afunder, which made way for the Skeleton to
pafs with his Heels foremoft, by the Affiftance of
Fogies, whom he moft ungeneroufly betray'd to the
Keepers after his being re-taken, and the Fellow was
as feverely puniftied for it.
Having now got clear of his Prifon, he took Coach
difguifed in a Night Gown, at the Corner of the OldBailey, along with a Man who waited for him in the
Street, and was fuppofed to be one Page a Butcher, ord'ring the Coachman to drive to Black-Fryars Stairs,
where his Proftitute gave him the Meeting, and they
three took Boat, and went afhore at the Horfe-Ferry at
Weftminfter, and at the White-Hart they went in and
drank, and ftay'd fometime, from thence they adjourn'd
to a Place in Holhorn, where by the Help of a Saw he
quitted the Chains he had brought vvitli him from Ne-iugate, and then like a Freeman, took his Ramble thro'
tlie City, and came to Spittle-fields, and there lay with
Edgnvorth Befs.
It may be eafy to imagine what an Alarm his Efcape
gave to the Keepers of Ne--wgate, three of their People
being at the farther End of the Lodge, engag'd in a
Difcourfe concerning his wonderful Efcape from NevjPrifon, and what Caution ought to be ufed, left he
fliould give them the Slip, at that very Inftant as he
perfefted it.
On Tuefday he fer.t for V/ilUam Page, an Apprentice
to a Butcher in Clare-Market, who came to him, and
being Pennylefs, he defir'd Page to give him what Affiftance he could to make his Way, and being a Neighbour
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bour and Acquaintance, he comply'd with it; but e'er
he would do any Thing he confulted a near Relation,
who as he faid, encourag'd him in it, nay, put him upon it ; fo meeting with this Succefs in his Application
to his Friend, and probable an Affiftance in the Pocket,
he came to Sheppaid, having bought him a new blue
Butchers Frock, and another for himfelf, and fo both
took their Rout to Warden in Northampton/hire, where
they came to a Relation of Page's, who receiv'd and
entertain'd them kindly, the People lying from their
own Bed to accommodate them; Sheppard pretending
to be a Butcher's. Son in Clare-Market, who was going
farther in the Country to his Friends, and that Page
was fo kind as to accompany him j but they as well as
their Friend became tired of one another, the Butchers
having but one Shilling left, and the People poor, and
confequently unable to fubfift two fuch Fellows, after a
Stay of three or four Days, they return'd and came for
London, and reached the City on Tuefday tiie 8th of
September, calling by the Way at Black-Mary's-Hole,
and drinking with feveral of their Acquaintance, and
then came into Biftjopfgate-fireet, to one Cooleys a
Brandy Shop, where a Cobler being at Work in his
Still, ftept out, and fwore there was Sheppard, he hearing him, departed immediately. In the F!vening they
came into Fleet-Jireet sho\ii eight o'Clock, and obferving
Mr. Martin's a Watchmaker's Shop to be open, and a
little Boy only to look after it, Page goes in, and afts
tae Lad whether Mr. Taylor a Watchmaker lodg'd in the
Houfe ? being anfwer'd in the Negative, he came away,
and reports the Difpoution of the Place ; Sheppard now
makes Trial of his old Mafter-Piece, fixeth a Nail
Peircer into the Door-Poft, faftens the Knocker thereto
with Packthread, breaks the Glafs, and takes out three
Silver Watchej of 15 /. Value, the Boy feeing him
take them, but could not get out to purfue him, by
Reafon of his Contrivance ; one of the Watches he
pledged for a Guinea and half. The fame Night
they came into Witch-ftreet, Sheppard going into his
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Mailer's Yard, and calling for his Fellow 'Prentice, his
Miftrefs heard him, knew his Voice, and was dreadfully fright'ned ; he went next to the Cock and Pye
Ale-houfe in Drtiry-Lane, fent for a Barber of his Acquaintance, drank Brandy and eat Oyiters in the View
of feveral People, Page waiting all the while at the
Door, the whole Neighbourhood being alarm'd, yet
none durit attack him for fear of Piftols, &c. he
had vow'd Revenge upon a poor Man that kept a
Dairy-Cellar at the End of White-Horfe-Yard, who having feen him at IJlington after his Efcape, and engag'd
not to fpeak of it, broke his Promife, whereupon Sheppard went to his Refidence, took the Door off the
Hinges, and threw it down amongft all the Man's Pans,
Pipkins, and caufed a Deluge of Cream and Milk to
flow about the Cellar.
The fame Night he had a narrow Efcape, one Mr.
Ireton, a Sheriff's Oificer, feeing him and Page pafs
thro' Drury-Lane about ten o'Clock purfued them, and
laid Hold of Page inftead of Sheppard, who got off;
thus Ireton miffing the main Man, and thinking Page of
no Confequence, let him go after him.
Edgnvorlh Befs had been apprehended by Jonathan
Wild, and by Sir Francis Forbes, one of the Aldermen
of London, committed to the Poultry-Compter, for aiding and affifting Sheppard in his Efcape; the Keepers
and others terrified and purged her as much as poffible,
to difcover where he was, but had it been her Inclination, it was not in her Power fo to do, as it manifelUy
appcar'd foon after.
The People about the Strand, Witch-ftreet, and
Drury-Lane, whom he had robb'd, and who had profecuted him, were under great Apprehenfions and 'i'error, and in particular Mr. Kneehone, on whom he vow'd
a bloody Revenge, becaufe he refufed to fign a Petition
in his Behalf to the Recorder of London, This Gentleman was forc'd to keep arm'd People up in his
Houfe every Night till he was re-taken, and had the
fame fortified in the llrongeft manner. Several other
Shop-
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Shop-keepers in that Neighbourhood were alfo put tOr
great Expence and Trouble to guard themfelves againii
this Villain.
The Keepers of Neivgate, whom the rafh World
loaded with Infamy, ftigmatiz'd and branded with the
Title of Perfons guilty of Bribery, for conniving at his
Efcape, they and what Pofie in their Power, either for
Love or Money, did contribute their utmoft to undeceive
a wrong notion'd People. Their Vigilance was remarkably indefatigable, fparing neither Money nor
Time, Night nor Day, to bring him back to his deferv'd Juflice. After many Intelligencies, which they
endeavoured for an* received, they had one which prov'd
very fuccefsful; having learnt for a Certainty that their
Haunts was about Finchley-Common, and being \'ery well
aifur'd of the very Houfe where they lay, on 'Thurfday .
the 1 oth of September^ a Pofle of Men, both of Spirit
and Conduft, furnifh'd with Arms proper for their Deiign, went for Finchky, fome in a Coach and four, and
others on Horfeback; they difperfed themfelves upon
the Common aforefaid, in order to make their View,
where they had not been long e'ere they came in Sight
of Sheppard, in Company with William Page, habited
like two Butchers, in new blue Frocks, with white
Aprons tuck'd round their Waftes.
Upon Sheppard^ feeing Mr. Langley, one of the
Head Turnkeys oi Neixgate, he fays to his Comj)anion,
Page, I fpy a Stag, upon which their Courage dropt,
knowing that now their dealing Way of Bufmefs was
almoft at an End ; however, to make their Flight as'
fecure as they could, they thought it advifeable to take
to a Foot Path, to cut off the J'urfuit of the Newgate
Cavalry ; but this did not prove moft fuccefsful, Mr.
Langley came up with Page, (who was hindermoft) and
difmounting with Piftol in Hand, commands Page to
throw up his Hands, which he trembling did, begging
for Life, defiring him to Fijk him, 'viz.. fearch him,
which he accordingly did, and found a broad Knife,
and a File; having thus difarm'd him, he takes the
Chubb
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Chubb along with him in Queft of the flipp'ry Eel Shep^fard, who had taken Shelter in an old Stable belonging
to a Farm-Houfe, the Purfuit was clofe, the Houfe invefted, and a Girl feeing his Feet as he flood up hid,
difcover'd him. Mr. Jujiin a Turnkey firft attacked
his Perfon, Mr. Langley feconded him, and Ireton an
- Officer help'd to enclofe, and happy was the hindermoft
who aided in this Enterprize. He being Ihock'd with
the utmoft Fear, told them he fubmitted, and defired
they would let him live as long as they could, which
they did, and ufed him mildly ; upon fearching him.
they found a broad Knife, with two of the Watches as
he had taken out of Mr. Martin's Shop, one under each
Armpit; and now having gain'd their Point, and made
themfelves Mafters of what they had often endeavour'd
for, thay came with their Loft Sheep to a Houfe on
the Common that fold Liquors, with this Infcription on
the Sign, I ha've brought my Hogs to a fair Market?
which our two unfortunate Butchers under their then
unhappy Circumftances, had too fad Reafon to apply to
themfelves. Sheppard had by this Time recover'd his
Surprize, grew calm and eafy, and defir'd them to give
him fome Brandy, which they did, and were all good
Friends and Company together.
They adJQurn'd with their Booty to another Place,
where there was a Coach and Four waiting to convey
them to Town with more Speed and Safety, where Mr,
Sheppard arriv'd at his old Manfion about two in the
iifternoon. At his alighting he made a fudden Spring,
his Intention being (as he declared) to have flipt under
the Coach, and had a Race for it; he was put into
the Condemii d-Hold, and chain'd down to the Floor
with double Bafils about his Feet, i^c. Page was carry'd before Sir Francis Forbes, and committed to the
fame Prifon, for accompanying and aiding Sheppard in
his Efcspe. The Prudence of Mr. Pitt caufed a Separation between him and his Brother the firft Night,
as a Means to prevent any enfuing Danger, by having
two Heads, which (according to our Proverbial Saying
M better than o?ie.
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The Joy the People of Newgate conceiv'd on this
Occafion was inexpreflible, Te Deum was fung in the
Lodge, and nothing but Smiles and Bumpers were feen
there for many Days together ; but Jonathan Wild unfortunately happen'd to be gone upon a wrong Scent
after him to Sturhridge, and loft a Share of the Glory.
The Reverend Mr. VFagfiaff, who ofiiciated in the
Abfence of the Ordinary, renew'd his former Acquaintance with Mr. Sheppard, and examin'd him in a particular manner concerninji his Efcape from the Condemri'd-Hld; he entirely difown'd that all, or any belonging to the Prifon were privy thereto, but related it
as it li^s been defcrib'd. He deciar'd that Edg'worth Befi,
who had hitherto pafled for his Wife, was not really
fo, this was by fome thought to be bafe and ungenerous
in him, as flie had contributed towards his Efcape, and
was in Cuftody on that Account, it might render her
more liable to Punilhment than iffhe had been thought
his Wife ; but he endeavour'd to acquit himfelf, by
faying, that fhe was the fole Author of all his Misfortunes, that (he betrayed him to Jonathan Wild at the
Time when he was taken in Rofemary-Latie, and that
when he was contriving his Efcape, fhe difobey'd his
Orders, as when being required to attend at the Door
©f the Condemn'd-Hold by nine or ten in the Morning,
to facilitate his Endeavours, flie came not till the Evening, which he faid, was an ungrateful Return for the
Care he had taken in fetting her at Liberty from NeiuPrifon, and thus juftified himfelf in what he had done,
and faid he cared not what became of her.
He was continually meditating a fecond Efcape, as
appeared by his own hardinefs, and the Inftruments
found upon him, on Saturday the i zth, and Wednefday the 16th of September; the firft Time a fmall File
was found concealed in his Bible, and the fecond Time
two Files, a Chiffel, and a Hammer, being hid in the
Rufhes of a Chair; and whenever a Queftion was
mov'd to him, when, or by what Means thofe Implements came to his Hands, he would paffionately fly
OUti
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eut, and fay, How can you ahvays ajk me thefe anifuch
like ^eftions ? and in a particular manner when he was
aficed, Whether his Companion Page was an Accomplice with him, either in the AfFair of the Watches, or
any other ? he reply'd, That if he kne'w, he ixould gi've
no direSi Jnfiuer, thinking it to be a Crime in him to
deteft the Guilty.
It was thought ncceflary by the Keepers to remove
him from the Condemn'd-Hold to a Place called the
Caftle, in the Body of the Gaol, and to chain him down
to two large Iron Staples in the Floor, the Concourfe of
People of tolerable Fafhion to fee him was exceeding
great, and he was always chearf ul and pleafant to a Degree, as turning almoft every Thing as was faid into a
Jeft and Banter.
Being one Sunday at the Chapel, a Gentleman belonging to my Lord-Mayor, afked a Turnkey, Which
nvas Sheppard? The Man pointed to him. Says Sheppard. Yes Sir, I am the Sheppard, and all the Gaolers
in ToiAin are my Flock, and I cannot Jiir into the Country,
hut they are all at my Heels handling after me, &c.
He told Mr. Robins the City Smith, That he procured
hi/n a /mall fobb, and that ivhoe'ver it nvas that put the
Spikes on the Condemn'd-Hold luas an honefi Man, for
a better Piece of Metal, fays he, / ne'ver nvrought upon

in my Life.
He was loth to believe his frequent Robberies were
an Injury to the Publick, for he ufed to fay. That if
they 'were ill its one RefpeSi, they ixere as goad in another, and that tho" he cared not for ^working much himfilf^ y^t he nvas defirous that others Jhould not Jiand idle,
more efpecially thofe of his onvtt Trade, 'who nuere ahvays
repairing his Breaches.
When ferious, and that but feldom, he would refleft
on his paft wicked Life ; he declared to us, that for
fevcral Years of his Apprenticelhip, he had an utter
Abhorrence to Women of the Town, and ufed to pelt
them with Dirt when they have fell in his Way, till a
Button-mould-makir, his next Neighbour, left off that
Bufmefs
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Bufinefs, and fet up a Viftualling-houfe in Neivtenor'tLane, where himfelf and other youn^ Apprentices reforted on Sundays, and at all other Opportunities. At
this Houfe began his Acquaintance with Edg-ivorth Befs,
his Sentiments being ftrangcly alter'd, and from an Averfion to thofe Prollitutes, he had a more favourable
Opinion, and even Converfation with them, till he contrafted an ill Diftemper, which as he faid, he cured
himfelf of by a Medicine of his own preparing.
He inveigh'd bitterly againft his Brother Thcmas for
putting him into the Information, for Mrs. Cook\ Robbery, and pretended that all the Mifchiefs that attended him was owing to that Matter ; he acknowledged
that he was concern'd in that Faft, and that his laid
Brother broke into his Lodging?, and ftole from him all'
his Share and more of the acquir'd Booty.
He oftentimes averr'd, that William Field was no
Ways concern'd in Mr. Knecbone's Robbery, but that
being a Brotlier of the Quill, Bk'vjjkin and himfelf told
him the Particulars and manner of the Fafts, and that
all he fwore againft him at his Trial was falfe, and
that he had no other Authority for it, than what came
out of their [Sheppard and Bkvjjkin'i) Mouths, who
aftually committed the Fadt.
And moreover, that Field being acquainted with
their Ware-houfe (a Stable) near the Horfe-Ferry at
Weftminfter, which Sheppard had hir'd, and ufually repofited therein the Goods he ftole. He came one Night
and broke open the fame, and carry'd off the beft Part
of the Effefts taken out of Mr. Kneelone's, Shop.
Sheppard faid, he thought this to be one of the greateft Villainies that could be afted, for another to come
and plunder them of Things for which they had fo
honourably ventur'd their Lives, and wifh'd that Field,
as well as bis Brother Tom might meet with Forgivenefs for it.
He declar'd himfelf frequently againft the Praftice of
Whidling, or impeaching, which he faid, had made
dreadful Havock among the Thieves, and much lameated

[ 213 ]
ted the Depravity of the Brethren in that Refpeft, and
faid, that if all were but fuch Tight Cocks as himfelf,
the Reputation of the \Britijh Thievery might be carry'd to a far greater Height than it had been done for
many Ages, and that there would then be but little
NecelTity for Goalers and Hangmen.
Thefe, and fuch like were his conftant Difcourfes,
when Company went up with the Turnkeys to the Capie to fee him, and few or none went away without
leaving him Money for his Support, in which he abounded, and did therewith feme fmall Charities to the
other Prifoners; however he was abftemious, and fparing
in his Diet.
Among the many Schemes laid by his Friends for
the preferving himfelf after his Efcape, we was inform'd
of a raoit remarkable one, propofed by an ingenious
Perfon, who advifed, that he might be expcditioufly
and fecretly convey'd to the Palace of Windfor, and
there to proftrate his Perfon and his Cafe, at the Feet
of a moft gracious Prince, and his Cafe being fo "lex-^
fmgular and new, it might in great Probability move
the Royal fountain of unbounded Clemency ; but he
declin'd this Advice, and foUow'd the Judgment and
DiSates of Butchers, which very fpeedily brought him
very near to the Door of the Slanghter-Houfe.
On the 4th of Sept. the Day as Jojefh Ward, and
Anthony Ufton were executed, there was publilhed a
whimfical Letter, as from Sheppard to jack Ketch,
which afforded Diverfion to the Town, and Bread to
the Author, which is as follows, fix.
SIR,
"
"
"
"
"
['

T Thank you for the Favour you intended me this
i Day; I am a Gentleman, and allow you to be
the fame, and I hope can forgive Injuries, fond Nature prompted, I obeyed. Oh, propitious Minute!
and to ftiow that I am in Charity, I am now drinking your Health, and a Bon Rep'o to poor Jofeph and
" Anthony,

f
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Anthony. I am gone a few Days for the Air, but
defign fpeedily to embark, and this Night I ara go»
ing upon a Manfion for a Supply, it's a ilout Fortification, but what Difficulties can't I encounter, when
Dear Jack^ you find that neither Bars nor Chains
* are but trifling Obftacles in the Way of
From my Reftdcnce in
Terra Auilrali incognito.

Your Friend and Ser-vant,
JOHN SMEPPARD,

" P. S. Pray my Service to Mr, Or^^~y, and to
" Mr. Jfp-—^ce.
On Saturday the I oth of OBoher, Anthony Lamb andIhomas Sheppard, with ninety-five ether Felons, were!
carry'd from Kewgate on Shipboard, for T'ranfportation to the Plantations; the laft bcgg'd to have an Op*
portunity given him of taking his final Leave of his
Brother John, but this was not to be granted, aiid the
greateft Favour that could be obtain'd was, that on
the Sunday before they had an Interview at the Chapel,
but at fuch a Diitance, that they neither faluted, nof
fhcck Hands, and the Reafon given for it was, that no
Implements inight be convey'd to Sheppard to affift him
in making an Efcape.
This Caution feem'd to be abfolutely necellkry, for ic
appear'd foon after, that Sheppard found Means to releafe himfclf from the Staples to which he was chain'd
in the Cafile, by unlocking a great Padlock with a Nail>,
which he had pick'd up on the Floor, and endcavour'd
to pafs up the Chimney, but was prevented by the ftouC
Iron Bars fixed in his Way, ahd wanted nothing but the
fmallefl File to have perfefted his Liberty. When the
AfTiftants of the Prifon came as ufual with his Viftuals,
they began to examine his Irons, which to their great
Surprize they, found them loofe, and ready to be taken
off at Pleafure. Mr. Pitt the Head Keeper, and his
Deputies
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Deputies Were fent for, and Sheppard finding this Attempt entirely fruftrated, difcovered to them by whaC
Means he had got them oiF; and after they had fearch'd
him found nothing, fo lock'd and chain'd him down
*
acain ; he took up the Nail and unlock'd the Padlock
before their Faces, they were then ftruck with the
greatcft Amazement, as having never heard or beheld
the like before; he was then iland-cuftl-d, and more
effeftually chain'd.
The next Day the Reverend Mr. Purney, Ordinary
of the Place came from the Country to vifit him, and
complain'd of the fod Difpofition he found him in, as
meditating on nothing but Means to efcape, and declining the great Duty incumbent on him to prepare for
his approaching Change. He began to relent, faying
that fmce his lafl: Effort had prov'd unfuGcefsful, he,
would entertain no more Thoughts of that Nature, but
entirely difpofe and refign himfelf to the Mercy of Almighty God, of whom he hop'd ilill to find Forgivenefs for his manifold OiFences.
He faid that Edgnvorth Befs and himfelf kept a little
Brandy-Shop in Neiutemrs-Lane, and oncefav'd about
50 /. but having fuch an univerfal Acquaintance among
Thieves, he had frequent Calls to go Abroad, and foon
quitted that Bufinefs and his Shop.
1 he Felons on the Common Side of NeivgMe, animated by Sheppard^s Example, the Night before they
were to be Shipp'd for Traiifportation, had cut feveral
Iron Bars afunder, and fome of them h.ad faw'd off
their Fetters, the reft huzzaing, and making Noifes,
under Pretence of being joyful that they were to be remov'd on the Morrow, to prevent the > /oikmen being
heard, and in two Hours Time more, if their Defign
had not been difcover'd, near one hundred Villains had
been let locfe into the World to have commiued new
Depredations; nothing was wanted liere but Sheppard\
freat Judgment, who was by liimfjlf in the Strong
Loom calFd the Caftk, meditating his own Deliverance^
which he perfefted in the manner following.
Ori
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• On Thui-fiay the 15 th of Oaoler, between one and
two in the Afternoon, Mr. Auftin, one of the Head
Turnkeys, a Man reputed to be a very diligent and
faithful Servant, went to Sheppard in the ftrong Room,
called the Cnftle, with his Neceflaries, as was his Cuftom every Day; there went along with him Captain
Geary, the Keeper of Netv-Prifon, Mr. Cough, belonging to the Gaie-houfe in Wrjiniiiijler, and two other
Gentlemen, who had the Curiofity to fee the Prifoner,
Mr, Jujiin very ftrialy examin'd his Fetters and HandCufFs, and found them very fafe, he eat his Dinner,
and talk'd with his ufual Gaiety to the Company, they
took leave of him, and wifh'd him a good Evening.
The Court being fitting at the Old-Bailey, the Keepers
and moft of the Servants were attending there with their
Prifoners, and Sheppard was told, that if he wanted any
1'hing more, then was his Time, becaufe they could
not come to him till the next Morning ; he thank'd
them for their Kindnels, and defired them to be as
early as pojjihle.
The fame Night, foon after \ 2 o'Clock, Mr. Bird
who keeps a Turner's Shop adjoining to Ne-zvgate, was
difturb'd by the Watchman, who found his Street Door \
open, and called up the Family, they concluding the
Accident was ovt'ing to the Carelefsneis of fome in the
Houfe, Ihut their Doors and went to Bed again.
The next Morning Friday, about eight o'Clock, Mr.
Auftin went up as ufual to wait on Sheppard, and Jiaving unlock'd and u.-ibolted the double Doors of the
Caftle, lie beheld almoft a Cart Load of Bricks and
Rubbifl). about the Room, and his Prifoner gone, was
ready to fink, and came trembling down again, and was
fcarce able to acquaint the People in the Lodge with what
had happen'd.
The wlicle Poffe of the Prifon ran up, and flood like
Men depriv'd of their Senfes ; their Surprize being
over, they were in HopCi that he might not have yet
entirely made his Efcape, and got their Keys to open
all the itrong Rooms adjacent to the Cafik, in order to
trace
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trace Wm, when to their farther Amazement, they
found the Doors ready open'd to their Hands, and the
ftrong Locks, Screws and Bolts, broken in Pieces, and
fcattered about tlie Gaol; fix great Doors (one whereof
having not been open'd for feven Years paft) were forc'd,
and it appeared, that he had defcended from the Leads
of Ne-xvgate by a Blanket (which he faften'd to the Wall
by an Iron Spike he had taken from the Hatch of the
Chapel) on the Houfe of Mr. Birt/, and the Door of
the Leads being left open, it was very reafonable to
conclude he paffed diredlly to the Street Door down the
Stairs, Mr. Birdcind his Wife hearing an odd fort of a
Noife on the Stairs as they lay in their Bed, a fhoit
Time before the Watchman alarm'd thrt-'amily.
Infinite Numbers of Citizens came to Neivgate to
behold SbepparcTs Workmanlhip, and Mr. Pitt and his
Officers very readily conduiled them up Stairs, th;it the
World might be convinc'd there was not the leaft room
to fufpeft either a Negligence or Connivance in the Servants. Every one expreffed the greateft Surprize imaginable, and declar'd themfelves fatislied with the Meafurcs they had taken for the Security of their Prifoner.
One of the Sheriffs came in Perfon, and went up tothe Caflk, to be fitisfied of the Situation of the Place,
i^c. attended by feveral of the City Officers.
The Court being fat at the Seffions-Haufi, the Keeper
were fent for and examin'd, and the Magiftrates were
in great Confternation, that fo horrid a Wretch had efcap'd their Juftice, being intended that he fhou'd have
been brought down to the Court the laft Day of the
Seffions, and order'd for Execution in two or three Days
after, if it appear'd that he was the Perfon condemu'd
for the breaking Mr. Kiteebonc'% Houfe, and had been
included in the Warrant for Execution, i^c.
He undoubtedly perform'd moft of thefe Wonders of
his laft Efcape in the darkcft Part of the Night, and
without the leaft Glimpfe of a Candle. In a Word, he
aflually did with his own Hands in a few Hours, what
feveral of the moH fliillful Artifts allow, could not
VOL. U.
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have been afted by a number of Perfons furnilhed with
proper Implements, and all other Advantages, in a full

Day.

Never was there any Thing better tim'd, the Keepers and all their Afliftants being oblig'd to give a ftridt
Attendance on the Seffions at the Old-Bailey, which
held for about a Week, and BleiuJIdn having confin'd
"Jonathan Wild to his Chamber, a more favourable Opportunity could not have prefented for Sheppard^% Purpofes.
The Gaolers fufFered much by the Opinion the ignorant part of the People entertain'd of the matter, and
nothing would fatisfy fome, but that they not only connived at, but even affifled him in breaking their own
Walls and Fences, and that for this Reafon too, 'uix.
That he fhould be at Liberty to inftruft and train up
others in his Method of Houfe-breaking, and replenilh
the Town with a new Set of Rogues, to fupply the
Places of thofe tranfported.
It will be neceffary that we now return to the Behaviour of Sheppard, fome few Days before his laft Flight.
Mr. Fis;g, the famous Prize-fighter, coming to fee
• him in Ncn.vgate, there paffed fome pleafant Raillery
between them ; after Mr. Figg was gone, he declar'd
he had a Mind to fend him a formal Challenge to fight
him at all the Weapons in the Strong Room, and that
let the Confequence be what it would, he Ihould call
at Mr. Figg's, Houfe in his Way to Execution, and
drink a merry Glafs with him by Way of Reconciliation.
He complain'd of his Nights, as faying. It ivas
dark 'with him from fi've in the E'vening, tiilfe'ven in the
Morning ; and being not permitted to have either a Bed
or Candle, his Circumftances were difmal, and that he
never flept but had fome confufed Dofes, he faid, he
ccnjidered all this nxiith a Temper of a Phibfopher.
Neither his fad Circumftances, no* the folemn Exhortations of the feveral Divines who vifited him, were

able to jdiyert him from this ludricrous Way of Expreihon.
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preffion, he faid, They ivere all G'mgei-hread Pillows,
nvho came rather out of Curiojity than Charity, to form
Papers and Ballads out of his Beha-viour.
When he was vifited in the Cafle by the Revd. Mr.
Warftaf, he put on the Face only of a Preparation for
his fend, as appearM by his frequent Attempts made
upon his Efcape, and when he has been defir'd to difcover thofe who put him upon the Means of efcaping,
and furnifh'd him with Implements, he would paffionately, and with a Motion of llriking fay, Ajk me no
fuch ^efiions, one File is 'worth all the Bibles in the
World.
When alked if he had not put off all Thoughts of aa
Efcape, and entertain'd none but thofe of Death ? would
anfvver by way of Queftion, not direftly. Whether they
thought it pojjibk or probable .for him to effeSi his Rekafe,
ivhcn manacled in the manner he ivas ? When mov'd ta
improve the few Minutes that feem'd to remain of his
Life, he did indeed liften too, but not regard the Defign and Purport of this Admonition, breaking in with
fomething new of his own, either vyith refpeft to his
former Accomplices or Aitions, and all too with Pleafure and Gaiety of ExprefTion.
When in Chapel he would feemingly make his Refponfes with Devotion, but would either laugh, or force
Expreffions, when (as an Auditor of the Sermon) out of
Contempt either of the Preacher, or of his Difcourfe.
In fine, he behav'd fo in Word and Adiion, (fmce
re-taken) that demonltrated to the World, that his Efcape was the utmoft Employ of his Thoughts, whatever Face of Penitence he put on when vifited by the
Curious.
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The following. Account was written by himfelf
during his Confinement in the middle StoneRoom, after his being re-taking in DruryLane ; being a Defcriftion of the manner in
•which he perpetrated his fecond Kfcape from
the Caftle in Newgate, and the Methods
he afterwards took for his Security.
AS my laft Efcape from Neivgate out of the ftrong
Room called the Caftle, has made a greater Noile
in the World than any other Aiftion of my Life, I
fhall relate every minute Circumftance thereof, as far as
I am able to remember, intending thereby to fatisfy
the Curious, and do Juftice to the innocent.
After I had been made a publick Speftacle for many
Pays together, with my Legs chain'd together, loaded
with heavy Irons, and ftapled dov,'n to the Floor, I
thought it was not altogether imprafticable to efcape,
if I could but be furnifhed with proper Implements;
but as every Perfon that came near me was carefully
watch'd, there was no PofTibility of any fuch Affiftance,
till one Day in the Abfence of my Gaolers, being looking about the Floor, I efpy'd a fmall Nail within Reach,
and with that, after a little Praftice, I found the great
Herfe Padlock that went from the Chain to the Staple
in the Floor might be unlock'd, which I did afterward
at Pleafure, and was frequently about the Room, and
have feveral Times fiept on the Barracks, when the
Keepers imagined I had not been out of my Chair.
But being unable to pafs up the Chimney, and void of
Tools, 1 remain'd but where I, was, till being detefted
in thefe Praftices by the Keepers, who furprized me

one Day before I could fix in^felf to the Staple in
ths
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the manner as they had left me, I fhewed Mr. Ptttf Mr.
Roiife, and Mr. Parry my Art, and before their Faces
unlocked the Padlock with the Nail; and tho' People
made fuch an Out-cry about it, there is fcarce a Smith
in London but what may eafily do the fame Thing ;
however this call'd for a farther Security of me, and
till now I had remain'd without Hand-Cuffs, and a jolly
Pair was provided for me, Mr. Kiieehone were prefent
when they were put on : I with Tears begged his Interccffion to the Keepers to preferve me from thofe
dreadful Manacles, telling him, ray Heart was broken,
and that I fhould be much more miferable than before.
Mr. Kneebone could not refrain from Ihedding Tears,
and did ufe his good Offices with the Keepers to keep
me from them, but all to no Purpofe, on they went,
tho' at the fame Time I defpifed them, and well knev/
that with my Teeth only, I could take them off at
Pleafure ; but this was to lull them mto a firm Belief,
that they had efFeaually frullrated all Attempts to efcape for the future. I was ftill fltr from dcfpairing,
the Turnkey and Mr. Kneebone had not been gone dowu
Stairs an Hour, e'er I made an E.xperiment, and got
off my Hand-Cuffs, and before they vifited me again I
put them on, and induftriouily rubb'd and fretted the
Skin on my Wrifts, making them very bloody, as
thinking (if fuch a Thing svas poflible to be done) ta
move the Turnkeys to Compaffion, but rather to confirm them in their Opinion ; bat tho' this had no EfFeift
upon them, it wrought much upon the Speftators, and
drew down from them not only much Pity, but quantities of Silver and Copper; but I wanted ftill a more
ufeful Metal, a Crow, a Chiffel, a File, and a Saw or
two, tho,fe Weapons being more ufeful to me than all
the Mines in Mexico ; bat there was no expelling any
fuch Utenlils in my Circumftances.
Wediiefday the 14th oi OSlcber the Seffions beginning, I found there was not a Moment to be loft, and
the Affair of Jonathan Wild's, I'htoat, together with
the Bufmefs at the Old-Bailey having fufiiciently engag'd
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the Attention of the Keepers, I thought then was the
Time to pufh.
_ On Thurfday the 15 th, (as near as I can remember)
juft_ before three in the Afternoon I went to work,
taking ofFfirft my Hand-Cuffs, next with main Strength
I twilled a fmall Iroa Link of the Chain between my
Legs afunder, and the broken Pieces prov'd extreamly
ufeful to me in x^y Dcfign ; the Fett Locks I drew up
to the Calves of my Legs, taking off before that my
Stockings, and with my Garters made them fall to my
Body, to prevent their iliackling. I then proceeded to
make a Hole in the Chimney of the Caftlc about three
Foot wide, and fix Foot high from the Floor, and with
the Help of the broken Links aforefaid, wrench'd an
Iron Bar out of the Chimney, of about two Foot and
a half in length, and an Inch fquare, a moft notable
Implement. I immediately enter'd the Red-Room direftly over the Callle, where fome of the Prejion Rebels had been kept a long Time ago, and as the Keepers faid, the_ Door had not been unlcck'd for fevcn
Years, but I intended not to be feven Years in opening
it tho' they had : I went to work upon the Nut of the
Lock, and with little Difficulty got it off, and made the
Door fly before me ; in this Room I found a large Nail.
which prov'd of great Ufe in my farther Progreis. The'
Door of the Entry between the R.sd-Room and the Chapel prov'd a hard Talk, it being a laborious Piece of
Work, for here I was forc'd to break away the Wall,
and dillodge the Bolt which was faften'd on the other
Side, this occafion'd a Noife, and I was very fearful of
being heard by the Maftcr-Side Debtors. Being got to
the Chapel, I climb'd over the Iron Spikes, and with
much Eafe broke one of them off for my farther Purpofes, and open'd the Door on the Infide. The Door
going out of the Chapel to the Leads, I ftripp'd the
Nut from off the Lock, as I had done before from
that of the Red-Room, and then got into the Entry between the Chapel and the Leads, and came to another
ftrong Door, which being faftened by a very ftrong
Lock
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Ix)ck, there I had like to have ftop'd, and it being full
dark my Spirits began to fail me, as greatly doubting of
fucceed'ing ; but cheering up, I wrought on with great
Diligence, and in lefs than half an Hour, with the
main Help of the Nail from tlie Red-Room, and the
Spike from the Chapel, wrench'd the Box off, and fo
made the Door my humble Servant.
A little farther in my Paflbge another ftout Door
flood in my Way, and this was a Difficulty with a
Witnefs, being guarded with more Bolts, Bars, and
Locks, than any I had hitherto met with ; I had by
this Time great Encouragement, as hoping foon to be
rewarded for all this Toil and Labour. The Clock at
St. Sepulchre's was now going the eighth Hour, and this
prov'd a very ufeful Hint to me foon after ; I went firft
upon the Box and the Nut, but found Labour in vain,
and then proceeded to attack the Fillet of the Door,
this fucceeded beyond Expeftation, for the Box of the
Lock came off with it from the main Poll. I found my
Work was near finifh'd, and that my Fate foon would
be determin'd.
I was got to a Door opening in the lower Leads,
which being only bolted on the Infide, I opea'd it with
eafe, and then clambred from tiie Top of it to the higher Leads, and went over the Wall. I faw the Streets
were lighted, the Shops being ftill open, and therefore
began to coniider what was ncceffary to be farther done,
as knowing that the fmalleft Accident would ftill fpoil
the whole Workmanfnip, and was doubtful on which of
the Houfes I &ould alight. I found I iruift go back for
the Blanket which had been my Covering o'Nights in
the Caftle, which I accordingly did, and enueavour'd to
fallen my Stockings and that together, to leifen my Defcent, but wanted Neceffaries fo to do, and was therefore forc'd to make Ufe of the Blanket alone. I fix'd
the fame with the Chapel Spike into the Wall of Neivgate, and dropt from it on the Turner's Leads, a Houfe
adjoining to the Prifon ; 'twas then about nine o'Clock,
and the Shops not yet fhut in. It fortunately bappen'd
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that the Garret Door on the Leads was open, I ftole
foftly down about two Pair of Stairs, and then heard
Company talking in a Room, the Door open, my Irons
gave a fmall Clink, which made a Woman cry, Lord,
nvhat Ncife is that ? A Man reply'd, Perhaps the Dog or
Cat; and fo it went off. I return'd up to the Garret,
and laid mj'felf down, being terribly fatigu'd, and continu'd there for about two Hours, and then crept down
once more to the Room where the Company were, and
heard a Gentleman taking his Leave, being very importunate to be gone, faying he had dilappointed fome
Priends by not going Home fooner. In about three
Quarters more the Gentleman took Leave and went,
being lighted down Stairs by the Maid, who when (he •*
return'd fnut the Chamber Door ; I then refolv'd'atiillHazards to follow, and flipt down Stairs, but made a
Stumble againft a Chamber Door. I was inftantly in
the Entry and out at the Street Door, which I was fo
unmannerly as not to Ihut after me. I was once more,
contrary to my Expectation and that of all Mankind, a
Freeman.
I palled direftly by St. Sepulchris Watch-houle,
bidding them Good Morrow, it being after Twelve, and
down S}io--w-HiJl up Uolborn, leaving St. ^-Wr^in'sWatch
on my left, and then again pafled the Watch-houfe at
Holborn-Bars, and made down Gray's-Inn-Lane into the
Fields, and at Two in the Morning came to TottenhamCourt, and there got into an old Houfe in the Field.s^
where Cows had fome Time been kept, and laid me
down to Reft, and flept well for three Hours ; my Legs
were fwell'd and bruifed intollerably, which gave me
great uneafinefs, and having my Fetters ftill on, I dreaded the Approach of the Day, fearing then I fhouid be
difcovered. I began to examine my Pockets, and found
myfelf Mafter of between 40 or 50 s. I had no Friend
in the World that I could fend to, or trull with my
Condition. About feven on Friday Morning it began
raining, and continu'd fo the whole Day, infomuch that
not one Creature was to be feen in the Fields. I
would
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would' freely Have parted with my right Hand for a
Hammer, a Chiflel,. and a Punch. I kept fmig in my
Retreat till the Evening, when after Dark I ventur'd
into Tottenham, and got to a little blind Chandler's
Sliop, and there furniih'd myfcif with Cheefe, Breac^
Small-Beer, and other Neceflaries,, hiding my Irons
with a great Coat as much as poffible. I cifk'd the Woman for a Hammer, but there was none to be had, fo I
went very quietly back to my Dormitory, and reflcd
pretty well that Night, and continued there :>\\Satiir^
daf. At Night- I went again to the Chandler's-Shop
and got Proviiions, and flept till about fix the next Day,
which being Sunday, \ beg m with a Stone to batter the
Bafils of the Fetters, in order to beat them into a large
Oval, and then to flip my Heels through. In the Afternoon the IVIafter of the Shed or Houfe came in, and
feeing my Irons, afk'd me. For God^s Sake ivho are you ?'
I told him, An unfortunaJe young Man,, ivho had been
Jent to Bridewell about a Baftard Child, as not beeng able
to give Security to the Parifi, and had made my Efcafe.
The Man replied, If that was the Cafe it ivas a final!
Fault indeed, for he had been guilty of the fame Things
himfelf formerly, and withal faid, hoxuei)er he did not like
my Looks, and cared not hoiu foon I ^ujas gone.
After he was gone, obferving a poor looking Man
like a Joiner, I made up to him and repeated the fameStory, alluring him that 20 s. ftiould be at his Service,
if he could furnifh me with a Smith\ Hammer and a
Punch. The Man prov'd a Shoemaker by Trade, but'
willing to obtain the Reward, immediately borrov/d
the Tools of a Blackfmith his Neighbour, and likewife
gave me great Affiftance, and before five that Evening,
I had entirely got rid of thofe troublefome Companions
my Fetters, which I gave to the Fellow, befides his.
20 s. if he thought fit to make life of them.
That Night I came to a Cellar at Charing-Crofs, andrefreih'd very comfortably with road Veal, i^c. where
about a dozen People were all difcourfing abpnt She}$ard, and nothing elfe was talk'd on-whilft I llaid a-
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inongfl them, I had tied a Handkerchief about my
Head, tore my Woollen Cap in many Places, as likewife my Coat and Stockings, and look'd exactly like
what I defigned to reprefent a Beggar Fellow.
The next Day I took flicker at an Ale-houfe of little
or ro Trade in Rupert-ftreet near Fkcadilly ; the Woman and I difcourfed much about Sheppaiti, I aflbred
her it \^as impoffible for him to efcape out of the
Kingdom, and that the Keepers would have him again
jn a few Da3's j the Woman wifli'd that a Curfe might
fail on thofe who fliould betray him. I continu'd there
till the Evening, when I Jlept towards the Hay-Market, and mix'd with a Crowd about two Ballad Singers,
the Subjeft being about Sheppard, and I remember the
Company was very merry about the Matter.
On Tuefday I hir'd a Garret for my Lodging at a
poor Houfe in Ninvport-Market, and fent for a fober
young Woman, who for a long Time part had been the
leal Miftrefs of my Affedions, who came to me, and
rend'red all the Affiflance ihe was capable of affording.
I made her the MefTenger to my Mother, who lodg'd
in Clare-Jiieet ; flie likewife viiited me in a Day or two
after, begging on her bended Knees of me to make the
beft of my Way out of the Kingdom, which I faithfully promifed; but I cannot fay it was in my Intentions
heartily fo to do.
I was oftentimes in Spittle-field!, Drury-hne, New
tenor S'lane, Parker"s-lane, St. Thomas-ftreet, Sec. thofe
having been the chief Scenes of my Rambles and Pleafures.
I had once form'd a Deiign to have open'd a Shop or
two in Monmouth-ftreet for fome Neceffaries, but let that
drop, and came to "a Refolution of breaking the Houfe
of the two Mr Ranvliitgs^s, Brothers and Paiviibrokeis
in Drury Lane, v/hich accordingly I put into Execution,
and fucceeded, they both hearing me rifling their Goods
as they lay in Bed together in the next Room; and tho'
there were none to affift me, I pretended there was, by
loudly giving out Direftions for ^looting the firft Perfon
thro*
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thro' the Head that prefum'd to ftir, which effeftuall/
quieted them, while I carry'd oS my Booty; with
Part whereof on the fatal Saturday following, being
the 31ft of Oaober, I made an extraordinary Appearance, and from a Carpenter and Butcher, w&s now transform'd into a perfeft Gentleman, and in Company with
my Sweetheart aforefeid, and another young Woman
her Acquaintance, went into the City, and were very
merry together at a Piiblick Houfe not far from the
Place of my old Confinement. At four that fii.me
Afternoon we all paffed undet Ne^Mgate in a ilackney
Coach, the Windows drawn up, and in the Evening I
fent for my Mother to the Sl'eers Ale-houfe in MaypoleAlley near Clare-Market, and with her drank three
Quarterns of Brandy, and after leaving her, I drank in
one Place or other about that Neighbourhood all the
Evening, till the evil Hour of Twelve, having been feen
and known by many of my Acquaintance, all of them
cautioning me, and wond'ring at my Prefumption to
appear in that manner. At length my Senies were
quite overcome with the Quantities and variety of Liquors I had all the Day been drinking of, which pav'd
the Way for my Fate to meet me; and whe 1 apprehended I do proteft, I was altogether incapable of refifting, and fcarce knew what they were doing to me,
and had but two fecond hand Piftols fcarce worth carrying about me.
A clear and ample Account I have now given of the
moft material Tranfaftions. of my Life, and do hope
the fame will prove a Warning to all young Men.
There nothing now remains but I return my hearty
Thanks to the Reverend Dr. Eennet, the Revd. Mr.
Vurney, the Revd. Mr. Wagfiaff, the Revd. Mr. Eavjkins, the Revd. Mr. Flood, axiA the Revd. Mr. Edivards,
for their charitable Vifits and Affiftances to me ; as alfo my Thanks to thofe worthy Gentlemen who fo generoufly contributed towards my Support in Prifon.
I hope none will be fo cruel as to reflcft on my poor
diftreffed Mother, the. unhappy Parent of two raiferaK. 6
ble
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ble Wretches, niyfelf and Brother, the lail gone to Apierica for his Crimes, and myfelf going to the Grave
for mine, the Weight of which Misfortune is fufficient
furely to fatisfy the IMalice of her Enemies.
J befeech the infinite Divine Being of Beings to pardon
my nujnberlefs and enormous Crimes, and to ha've Mercy
en my poor departing Soul.
Middle Stone-Room in
Newgate, Nov. lo. 1724.
JOHN SHEPPARD.

P. S.. After I had efcap'd from the Caftk, concluding that Bluedin would have been certainly decreed for
Death, I did fully refolve and purpofe to have gone and
cut dcwn the Gallows the Night before his Execution.
He was executed at Tyburn on Monday the 16th of
7\ov. 1724.

1})e Behaviour and Confeffion of Robert Hallam, for murd'ring of his Wife, by throwing her out of Window^ on the ^th of Titcember, 1731.
HE was thirty-four Years of Age, of honeft Parents, who liv'd the next Door to the Houfe
where this unfortunate Accident happen'd for which he
died. He had a good Education, and when he was of
Age he ftudied Navigation, and fometimes he went asi.
Mate of Ships, and behav'd himfelf always well Jt Sea,
in whatever Station he was in, having been an expert
knowing Sailor. He was a frugal Man, and a good
Manager ol what he gain'dj was very honeli in his
Dealing?J.
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Dealings, and carry'd himfelf difcreetly and civilly to
every Body, having had a good Charadler in the Neighbourhood, and among all his Acquaintance. About
eleven or twelve Years ago, after he had been feveralVoyages at Sea, he marry'd the unfortunate Woman
for whom he died ; then he took to work on the River
Thames as a Waterman, wore the Livery of the Lctidon
Jjfurance-Office, and had two Wherries conilantly employ'd. Being fettled in this Way of Buiinefs, and
getting IVIoney enough for one in his Station, for the
Space of nine Years, he continued in good Friendihip
with his Wife, and his Affairs profpered, and his Wife
bore him feveral Children, three of which was then
living ; but then his Family growing, and thinking ta
enlarge his Proiits, he fet up a PubHck Houfe, the Care
ef which he committed to his Wife, while he and his
Apprentice apply'd to their Bufmefs upon the River.
This Publick Houfe was the occafion of his Ruin, for
from that Time there was nothing but Difcord and mutual Jealoufies between them. The firtt Difference was
cccafion'd by his coming Home one Day, and finding
as he faid, his Wife befotted with Drink, and only a
poor old Chair Woman taking Care of the Houfe, and
her Son drawing the Beer ; being naturally of a hafty
'i'emper, he flew into a violent Fit of Paffion, which he
was too apt to do, and then in a moft fevere manner,
he gave his Wife feveral Blows. He alledg'd alfo, that
after they kept an Ale-houfe,. fhe not only drank too
much, but debauch'd herfelf otherwife, and this his
Boy firft inform'd him of, and alfo told him, that when
he was at Gra'vefend two Nights about his Bafir.efs, the
Lodger in the Houfe went into hi? Miftrefs ; he feverely reprimanded her upon this Information, but fhe deny'd all, and upon his infilling on the Subjeft, and promifmg not to Male-treat her, he faid fhe own'd Familiarity with the Fellow four Times; upon this, notwithllanding his Word to the contrary,,he beat her moft
unmercifully. Another Time when he was about a
Mile from Horns with feme Company a merry making,
he
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he knock'd a long Time at the Door, and endeavour'd
to pufh it open, but could not; continuing thus near
half an Hour, and making a great Noife, a Woman
lent him a Ladder to ftep into the Window, when lie
was ready to go in, the Wife came quietly and faid.
Stop Robin, don't break open the Windo-iv, Til open the
Door ; then he went in at the Door, and fhe for Excufe pretended to have been in a deep Sleep. When
fhe confelTed the other Matter, he ask'd her what Ihe
was doing that Night ? She faid, There luas, a Man
nvho did not li've t'ery far off in Company luith her, and
that Ihe let him out at the back Door, and then undreffed herfelf, that fhe might appear to have been in
Bed, and this was the Occafion of her delaying fo long
to let him in. After this it could not be thought he
entertained any good Opinion of her. Nothwithftanding thefe his Afperfions, the poor unfortunate Woman
had an excellent CharaiSer of all the Neighbourhood,
for her Behaviour and Conduft, both as to her Modefly, and in other Refpefts, as feveral Perfons who
came to fee him under Sentence told me, and that they
never heard, nor could they believe any ill Report of
her. On the other Hand it was fufpefted that he went
after llrange Women, and he was told, that he had been
familiar with a Woman whofe Hulband took it fo to
Heart, that he fell fick and died, and when he was a
dying, he faid to his Wife, Your keeping Company 'with
fuch a Man hath broken my Heart, the only Requeji I ask
af you is, That you do fo no more ; but he dying, his Advice was not comply'd with. I asked him about thefa
Things, he faid, lie ne-ver kept a Mijirefs, altho^ he
could not altogether plead Innocence, only. That he had
not been much guilty that Way.
While he was a Sailor he faid, he had been over
moft Part of America and the Wefi-Indies, and that
once ferving in Capt. Hinds\ Ship, they were taken by
the Pyrates, on the Coaft of America, and being all put
on Board the Pyrate Ship, the Captain came down to

them in the Hold, and exhorted them to fign the Articles I
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tides, they all with one Confent refufed, then the Pyrate faid, Gentlemen, it's to no Purpofe to ufe more Words,
advance, come up to the Deck; they all came to the
Quarter-Deck, then the Captain called for a Quarto
Bible and laid it on a Table, then the Captain went
down to the Cabbin, and brought up a drawn Sword
and a cock'd Piftol, the Piftol he gave to a Black, and
faid to him, Whoever of thefe Men doth not vohat I command him Jhoot him thro'' the Head, vihich if you don't
do, ril Jiabyou dead thro' the Body ; and in Confirmation he added a Volley of monttrous hellilh Oaths ;
then they open'd the Bible, and four Men were order'd
to lay on each of them his Right Hand upon a Corner
of the Book, and to fwear by God and the holy Evangelifts, That they iK'Ould difcover no Secrets pertaining to the
Ship the Good Fortune, and that they vjould to the utmoft of their Ponjoer do every Thing contributing to the
Good thereof, and faithfully lay open, in order to prevent
all Plots and Confpiracies againft the faid Ship or Crenv.
This was the Subftance of the Oath, and thirteen
Men, which was the whole Ships Crew fwore it, four
at a Time, while the Captain flood, holding the naked
Cutlafs pointed to the Black's Breaft, and the Black
holding the cock'd Piftol directed towards the Men, and
faying, Sivear, fvaear Lads, Sign, fign, brave Boys,
or elje Pll obey Orders. Then the Pyrate Captain faid,
Inx-illnot force the Captain into the Service, but Fillet
you go free Sir; but he added another Chain of dreadful Oaths, If you don't advertife thefe thirteen Men as
forc'd into our Service, and that they fgn'd the Articles
agaivjl their Will, at the firft Port or I/land you come to,
if ever I ?neet vjith you again, Pll cut you into fmall
Co Hops.
The Pyrates (he faid) fent fome of their Men on
board the Ship they had taken, but the new Adventurers they kept on board their own Ship. Hallam ftaid
only eleven Days with them, for he with one of his
Ship Mates, pretending to go for fomething in a Boat,
with Difficulty made their Efcape, and went to Martinko.
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m'co, where the French took them up, and would have
hanged them for Pyrates, had not their late Captain by
Providence been there, who declar'd upon Oath, That
they '-Mere tivo of' his Aden 'who ivere all compelled info
the Pyrates Sermee, upon which they were both iet at
Liberty.
He faid alfo, that he had been taken three other
Times by the Pyrates, but had always the good Fortune to efcape from them, and that there was no Manof his Age who had oftener been preferv'd in imminent
Dangers his Life had been in ; reflefting on this he fadly lamented his unhappy Fate, after he was fo well
fettled at Home.
The Account he gave of the Murder was, that he
went out with Company the Day before the Death of
his Wife, and comi.i'ig Home pretty late at Night, he
went direftly to Bed, but his Wife fate on the Bed
Side, turning her Garter in her Hand, and not like to
come to Bed, he defir'd her feveral Times to lie down,
fhe would not, but at length run to the Door, and
down Stairs; he jump'd out of Bed, and over took her
at the Street Door, as fhe was going out, took her
by the Neck of her Gown, and forc'd her back into
the Houfe, and then he gave her two or three hearty
Blows; upon this, while he was locking the Street
Door, fhe run up Stairs and fhut the Chamber Door
with the Poker, or fome fuch Thing; he having the
Candle in his Hand, and being in his Shirt, defir'd her
to let him in, otherwife he threat'ned to beat her with
his Cane, but it was hanging on a Nail in the Bed
Chamber where {he was ; then he endeavour'd to open
the Door by Force, which at laft he did, and as he was
coming in at the Door, (he threw herfelf out of the
Window backwards; I afked him. How her Hand
came to be fo wounded ? he faid, That dropping down
by the Hands it had been hurt upon the Iron Hooks ivhich
keeps the Windcvj open, and that Jhe had fallen donvn
upon her Feet, but being big ivith Child, and near her
time, the Fall had kilPd the Child and her both : He
&id.
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faid he run down immediately, and found flie was not
dead then, for flie went up Stairs with his Help, and
fpoke to him fome Hours after that.
He refleCled always on a Woman, who declar'd feveral Things contrary to this, that (he had no Good
Will to him.
As to the Evidence of two Men, who were Strangers, and accidentally paffing by, who fwore, that the
Woman cried out. Murder ! for God's Sake ! for Chrifs
Sake f for our Family's Sake I for our Children's Sake !
don't murder me Robin, doiit caft me out of the Windmu,
&c. he faid, he heard no fuch Expreifions, and the
Fright flie was in for fear of his beating her unmercifully, was the Ocoifion of her crying out Murder, i^c.
and then throwing herfelf out at the Window, but that
he did not ftrike her that Night, excepting two or three
hearty Blows, after his dragging her in, when ihe firll
went out at the Street Door.
I infifted that it was a very clear circumftantial
Proof againft him, they having declar'd, that they faw
a Man in the Room when flie went out of die Window,
fcff. and he ownM that tliere was no other Man in the
Houfe but himfelf He faid. He could not help it, but
the Matter 'was as he told it. I told him that it was of
no avail to deny the Murder, and I urg'd the Neceffity
and Expediency of Confeffion, from a great many
Reafons taken from Scripture and Reafon, i^c. but he
pcrfilled inflexible.
On Friday Morning the i ith Inftant, his ancient Father came to vifit him, he fell on his Knees, wept and
cried moft bitterly, and infilled on his Innocency, at
leaft of heaving his Wife out at the Window, but he
©wn'd that he had been too fevere and hard upon her,
in fwearing at her, threat'ning and fright'ning her out
of her Wits and to Death, and he could not deny his
having beat her in a barbarous, cruel and outragious
manner.
He appear'd to be a difcreet, fenfible, knowing and
civil Man, but he feera'd to have been of a hafty paffionate
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nate Temper, yet as his Friends declared, he was never
quarrelforae or impertinent in Converfation, but was obliging to every Body ; yet at Home he was never eafy,
but was barbarous in his Carriage to his Wife, altho' lie
declared that he lov'd her above all Women, and that
he never intended to murder her, tho' he might ufc
fome rafh and unguarded Exprefiions without any Defign. No Perfuafions or Arguments could make him alter his Confeflion.
He did not appear fo much afFefted as one would
wifli, but oftentimes declared his Innocence to Crowds
of People in the Chapel, and to his Acquaintances ;
but how to judge of thefe his folemn Proteftations we
know not. He declar'd himfelf penitent for all the
Offences of his Life, that he hop'd to be fav'd by
the Mercy of God thro' the Merits of Chrift our bleffed
Saviour, and that he heartily forgave all Injuries done
him, as he expefted Forgivenefs from God.
The Morning before he died he fhew'd a great deal
of Refolution, and undaunted Courage in his Carriage,
and when Prayers were near a Conclufwn, he defired
earneftly, as the laft Favour to be granted him upon
Earth, that the Blefled Sacrament might be adminiftr'd
to him, which was accordingly done, and he receiv'd it
apparently with great Serioufnefs and Devotion.
I alked him if it was true, that he with fome others,
had murd'rcd the Mate of a Ship, upon or near the
River, and thrown him into the Sea, and carry'd off
700 /. which they knew he had about him ? He faid,
it was a moil fcandalous and falfe Report, if any body
fpoke fo of him, for he never was concern'd in any
Murder. At the Tree when Prayers were over, and the
Cart ready to be drawn away, he look'd into the Coach
where I with fome others were, and fmiling faid,
(meaning the Evidences) T^e Lot-d forgive them, they
knavj not nxhat they hwve done. He went off the Stage
crying out. Lord have Mercy upon me. Lord "Jefus rtcei've my Spirit, God haiie Mercy upon me, Sec.
Tht
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'The following Paper Robert Hal lam delivered
the Morning of his Execution, (which he
dejign'd to have fpcke at the Tree) and "Jiias
inferted at his particular Raiuefi,
Good People,

CUSTOM making it neceffary for Perfons in
my deplorable Condition, to fay fomething at
the Place where they are appointed to fuffer,
that their Death may contribute more towards moving others to Repentance, and thereby make the
greater Satisfaftion for thofe Crimes, by which they
have injur'd Society, and oiFended God. I therefore
to comply with it, and fully to unburthen a Confcience oppreffed with the Remembrance of my Sins,
by an open Confeffion, as I hope I have already attoned for them by a lincere Penitence, declare in the
Prefence of you good People, and of that Almighty
Being, before whofe Judgment Seat I am inftantly
to appear, that I neither threw my deceafed Wife
out of the Window, nor was fo much as in the Room
when ftie threw herfelf out. I fpeak this merely out
of Refpeft to Truth, and with no Defign to make
Refleftions upon any. The God of Verity, who
knoweth the Secrets of all Hearts, and from whom
• the Certainty of notliing can be hidden, knoweth.
' that I was not the immediate Inftrument of her
' dreadful End, yet I do acknowledge the Juftice of
' his Providence, who for many great Sins had appoin• ted me unto this ignominious Death, to which as to
• the Judgment of my Country, I willingly fubmit.
" And as my Sins and Tranfgreffions are fo great,
'• that they need not be heightened, and fo numerous,
' that they ought not to be multiplied unto the World
' after mv Deceafe. I judge it proper as a dying Man,
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to inform ye, Good People, that I liv'd till within
a Year of her Deceafe in the greateft Quiet and Affeftion with my Wife, but in that Interval I confefs,
there hath been many Quarrels and much Animofity
between us ; however, as I am to die for the Confequences of them, I hope you will fpeak charitably
of me after my Deceafe, and not add, as is too often the Cultom, the Imputation of Crimes to him,
whofe Guilt is already but too great.
" Laftly, I entreat all Chriftians, that they would
" not refleft on thofe poor Orphans I leave behind, for
" my Sake, or that of their deceafed Mother. It will
" be Affliftion enough to thofe unhappy Infants, tore" member as they grow up, tlie dreadful End which
" hath happen'd unto their Parents; and I humbly _en" treat God it may imprint on their Heart a fenous
" Apprehenfion of doing any Thing againft his Laws.
" As they cannot be thought in any Degree anfwerable
" for my Adions, fo I hope my dying Defire being
" added to the Diftates of every Man's Reafon, will
" preferve them from any Reproach of this fort. Fi" Daily, I freely and from my Heart forgive thofe who
" have injured me in any manner whatfoever, efpecial" ly thofe who have refleaed too feverely on me for
" that for which I die, entreating God alfo to pardon
" the Intemperance of their Tongues, who have fought
" to add to my Sorrows, and to increafe the Weight of
" my AfHidlions.
" For you good People, I humbly befeech your la" terccffion to Almighty God for my departing Soul,
" that the Greatnefs of his Mercy may fupply the Im" perfeftneis of my Repentance, and fupport me under
" the heavy Load of my Sufferings, and efface the
«' Guilt of my Crimes, and that the Merits of my Sa" viour's Death (in which alone I trufl) may bring mc
" to everlafling Life,

S|'^il>

ROBERT H&LLAM.

He wa-, executed at Tyiurn on MM Jay the 14th o£
F4ru<iry l-j^l.
^^^
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^he following Account William Shelton the
Apothecary, [who was conviEled for a
Highway Robbery) gave of himfelf while
under Condemnation.
IW A S born January 13, 1707, at Turvford in the
Parifh of Chcjhunt, of worthy, honeft Parents ; my
father being exceedingly fond of me, took an early
Care of my Education, putting me to School as foon as
I could fpeak, and continu'd me there till the Age of
fourteen, at v/hich I'irae I was put Apprentice to Dodlor
Halfey of Endfield, who was a Licentiate, and made his
own Medicines; I continu'd with him two Years, but
being very negligent and carelefs of Bufmefs, and keeping too much (tho' reputable) Company, and my Mailer being in a bad State of Health, was not able to
give me fuch Correftion as was abfolutely requifite for
young Sparks in my Lax V/ay of living, this brought
my Mailer to a Determination of fending me Home to
my Father, who receiv'd me with too much Tendernefs, not believing I deferved the Charafter my Mailer gave me, and made it his immediate Care to look
out for another Mailer. Accordingly my Mother went
to treat with Mr. Beckington an Apothecary in WinchefterJireet, who enquiring my Charafter of Mr. John Scott,
a Soap-Boykr, his oppofite Neighbour, who had a
Country Houfe at Endfield, Mr. Beckington wrote to my
Mother, wherein he gave her to underftand, he liked
every Thing very well but my Charafter ; foon after
this unhappy Difappointment, my Mother was inform'd
Mr. H
k of Neiuington wanted an Apprentice, my
Service was there offered and accepted, with whom I
ferv'd fix Years very honeftly, nor did I ever once
wrong him of one Farthing, or its Value. I ftiil continuing
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tlnuing the love of Company, but generally chofe Men
of Falliion, and gay airy young tellows, who fometimes happen'd to have more Wit than Money ; who
oftentimes largely difcanted on the meannefs of Servltjde, and ftrongly enticed me to take the fame unhappy
Meafures I have fmce come into, ftrongly urging the
agreeable Satisfaftion it was for a Man to have always
the Command of a full Purfe, efpecially when it was
fo eafily obtained ; but however, notwithftandiiig- the
engaging Arguments that were ufed on that Head, I
determined to ferve out my Time, which was not then
above a Year to come; and another Reafon which engaged my Stay was, during the latter Part of my Time,
I had been foUicitous with my Miftrefs's Sifter, (whom
I fondly lov'd) and \s'asfo happy as to meet a generous
Return ; for whenever her Brother or Sifter found fault
which they too often had Reafon to do) with my flaying too long abroad, or neglefting Bufinefs at Home,
the poor Girl v/ould immediately (with Tears in her
Eyes) withdraw, which was foon taken Notice of by
my Miftrefs, who taxed her very home, and foon
brought her to confefs what I could have wilhed had
been longer kept a Secret, but as Neceffity has no
Law, we were obliged to make the beft of an indifferent Bargain.
My Miftrefs on this Difcovery, told her, if ftie marry'd me (he would never fee or fpeak to her more. My
Mother having been likewife let into the Secret, declared if I marry'd her fhe would never own me as her
Son ; my Mothel*s Reafon only proceeded from my
Miftrefies's diflike to the Match, which I did not wonder at, becaufe the Company I then kept (tho' Gentlemen) were fuch as would juftly render me a very
improper Perfon to be recommended to afober Family.
The Time of my Apprenticeftiip being now expired,
I began to think of fettling myfelf into Bufinefs while
my Father was living, whofe Age and Infirmities wou'd
by no means permit of Delay. He approving my Deiign, ord'red me to give him in the Particulars of
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-what was to be done, which I readily comply'd with,
tho' in great Pain about leaving the Objeft I fo dearly
lov'd; but as my Shop was furniflied, there was nothing to be done but to repeat our Promifes of Conftancy, which we did and parted. I then came to my Shop
which was entirely to my Satisfaftion, and was refolv'd
to apply to Bufmefs, which feemed to promife very
well, the Parifh wherein I fettled being that of my Nativity, from which may be judg'd I was not long getting Acquaintance, but ftill I could not refrain keeping
Company with young fporting Sparks, that I was pretty
fure of finding in the Field, which I too much frequented three Days in a Week, in the Seafon, by this
means 1 begun to forfeit the good Opinion of my
Friends, who thought my Inclinations tended more to
Pleafure than Bufinefs. I had not been fettled above
three Months before I took a particular Notice of two
young Ladies, Daughters of a Widow Lady, who liv'd
oppoiite to me, the eldeft of the two foon alter'd my
Refolution to my old Miflrefs, and I invifibly loft the
Memory of her. I was now under greater Difficulties
than ever, being entirely a Stranger to my intended
Miilrefs, nor did I know any Body that vifited the Family ; however, by the Affiftance of a tolerable Aifurance, I foon became acquainted, and in about three
Months Time I ftole away the eldeft by Night, and
marry'd her at the Fleet. Her Father had been dead
about ten Years, and he being a Freeman of London,
I was entituled to her Fortune without any Difficulty ;
I now began to think myfelf the happieft Man living,
but yet the Thoughts of ray old Miftrefs came pretty
frefli into my Mind, tho'I declare never to the Prejudice of my Wife, whofe dear Memory at this unhappy
Junfture gives me unexpreffible Pain. My Bufmefs was
now look'd upon much better than it really was, I had
many Patients, but moft of them of an indifferent fort,
luch as were neither able or willing to difcharge their
Bills tho' never fo moderate ; thefe Misfortunes, join'd
with my indiiFerent manner of living, began to reduce
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Tny Circumftances to a very low Ebb ; about this Time
I had the Misfortune to loofe my Father, who left his
whole Effefts to my Mother for her Life, this you may
imagine was no Ways agreeable to the prefent Pofture
of my Affairs, which were daily growing worfe. I
found myfelf oblig'd to give over Houfe-keeping, which'
I not kept quite two Years, and I refolv'd on a Voyage
to the Wefi-Indies, having agreed with a Gentleman
here, to ferve a Surgeon on the Ifland of Antigua, for
which Place I ftiled from Crave/end March the 18th,
1730, and arriv'd there May the zd, I was receiv'd
there by the Gentlemen to whom I had recommendatory Letters, with all poflible Marks of a hearty V/elcome and Refpedl ; I now began to think myfelf as
happy as ever, and pafled over about eight Weeks with
much Satisfaftion, and was propofmg to fend for my
Wife, in order at leaft to fpend half a Score Years on
that agreeable Spot. But as neither that or any other
real Happinefs continued long in my Favour, this agreeable Profp^dl of Settlement was foon over fhadow'd,
by the following Accident. It being the Cuftom of
that Place to exercife their Militia every Week, when
each Officer takes it in his Turn to treat his Brother
Officers, and what other Friends he thinks proper, I
had an Invitation from Colonel Ker on his Day, when
after a very elegant Entertainment, and the Bottle had
pafled very briilcly round, myfelf and fome other Friends
attempted to take our Leave of the Company, but the
Colonel preffcd very ardently for us to ftay all Night,
urging that there were fcveral run away Negroes which
made it very dangerous for People to be out thereabouts
late at Night. We thought his Advice very feafonable
and confentcd to flay, bat when going to Bed I found
myfelf very hot, therefore prcferr'd the Hammock to
the Bed, and falling a-fleep very foon, it was not long
before I was wak'd by a Pain in my Bowels, occafion'd
by the thorough Air, the Houfe being neither Wainfcotted or White-wafh'd ; in Ihort, I imagin'd this
PJforder proceeded from the Punch I had drank, but
the
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t\e next Day I found I had a TenefT»us on me, which
daily encreafing, I was obliged to return to England ;
my fudden Return very much furprized all my Friends,
who had been advifed of my Intent. I was now perfwaded by my Friends to fettle at Bmtino-ford in Hertfordjhire, there being a Vacancy by the Death of an old
Praftitioner ; accordingly I went, but did not find that
Profpeft of Bufmefs that was reprefented to me, but
about three Miles diftant, at a little Village called Brafin, I found my Expedations might be anfwered, provided my Mother-in-law had made good her Promife,
of fupplying me with what Money I wanted, ihe had
order'd me to take a Houfe, which was then to be let
near the Church, that fhe might come and join Family
with me ; accordingly I took the Houfe, and lett the
Land thereunto belonging, and took Earneil: in her
Name; the Leafes were drawn, and I only waited for
the Parties figning, which was to have been in a very
few Days j but in the mean while my Mother's Mind
altered, and (he would neither fign the Leafes, or let me
have any Money, which oblig'd me to leave the Place
in a fcandalous manner.
As this Affair had abfolutely ruin'd my Charafter
there, which I look'd upon as my laft Stake, I was
ftrangely confufed to know what Courfe to take to fupport myfelf in this Extremity ; at length I refolv'd on
the unhappy Method I have fince prattifed ; but as I
was entirely a Stranger to fuch Proceedings, I was nonplufed how to make a Beginning with Safety, but Neceffity foon over-ruled the trifling Objeaions which arofe ; accordingly having furnilh'd myfelf with a Brace
of Piftols, and hired a Horfe that I could pretty well
depend on, I fet out for Finchley-Common, but having
rode feveral Hours to no Purpofe, began to defpair of
doing any Thing that Time ; therefore I made away for
Endfeld-Chace, to pay a Vifit to Brigadier F
/
where I flayed till Evening, in Hopes I ihould not fail
of fomethmg before I reach'd London, and on taking
iny Leave I thought it might not be improper to ride
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«. Tittle in the back Lanes towards Chejhuni, where I
met a Coach with four Ladies in it, from whom I took
I /. 10 J. they being in an Undrefs were without
Watches; I thought this but very poor Encouragement, and I depended on fomething better before I
got to Town, but my Expeftations were not anfwered,
for 1 attack''d a Man near Balmo^i-Brook, who appeared
well, but had not above 3 j. 6/ which I return'd,
and rode direftly to Town, and met with nothing more
that Night, nor did I ride out again for feveral Days,
my Wife being very ill, I did not think it fafe to
leave her. My next Ride was to Epping-Forreji, where
I ftopp'd the Stratford Stage Coach, out of which I
had about 6 /. and three Silver Watches, but was immediately purfued by four Gentlemen, who I did not
fee, tho' they were very near to me, which oblig'd me
to try my Horfe's Speed. I had not rode half a Mile
before I fell in with fome of his Majefty's Grooms
breathing their Hunters, two of thefe had got the Alarm.
of a Highwayman, which oblig'd me to keep on my
Mafk, and my Piftol in my Hand ; in this manner I
rode between two of them, one of which had a led
Horfe, which on my riding haftily through broke Way,
whereby I got clear of them ; I then bore away for
Waltham-Abbey, but finding my Purfuers very near, I
judg'd it improper to go thro' the Town, took the right
Hand Road, and return'd to part of Efping-Foreji, and
went direftly for Uarbiu, where I ftay'd till Evening,
and then return'd to London, but heard my Purfuers
came thro' Waltham-Abbey, and on-watd to the Pofthoufe at Endfield, and then gave over the Purfuit; this
Adventure pleafed me much better than the firft, and
brought me to a Pvefolution of ilicking clofe to my
new Occupation, which feem'd to agree very well with
my roving Difpofition. In a few Days I took the
other Ride on HoiinflonM-Heath, where meeting with a
Gentleman, gave him the ufual Salutation, telling him
I was very neceffitous, he feem'd a little unwilling to
part with his Money, but I begg'd him not to trifle,
or
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or think me the lefs in earnell for treating him with
good Manners; he told me he did not, and aflur'd me
he would give me his all, which was 32 Guineas, and
I ; j. in Silver. I then made away for Richmond, where
I ftaid till Afternoon, in Hopes of meeting the Stage
Coaches, which came in juft as I got on Horfeback j
from thence I rode to Putney-Common, where after fome
Time fauntring about, I met a Chariot with two v/ell
drefs'd Ladies in it, whom I addreiled with all the good
Manners I was Mafter of, gently taking up their Aprons, and ftroaking down their Gloves to fearch for
Watches or Rings, but the poor Ladies affur'd me they
had been robb'd a little before by a Gentleman on a
Grey Mare ; this I found fmce to be true, for the Perfon who did it was then under the feme Circumftances
as myfelf, which was Mr. Drew alias Johr.fon.
Not much difcourag'd at this, I took a little Circuit
round, and made for London, when in the Fields be* tween iVandfworth and Putney, I met an old grave Puritan, from whom I took about 9 /. and went quietly
Home ; but having a Sum of RJoney to pay the next
Day, I was oblig'd to rife pretty early to meet the
Northampton Stage, from which 1 took 27 /. odd Money, and gave over for that Day, and made good the
Payment according to my Engagement.
My next Airing was towards Endfield, where I ftopt
Mr. Lloyd a Dtfi'dkr, and his Lady, in an open Chaife
near Salmon''s>-Brook, from whom I took about 10 j. hre
Lady being much furprized, I did not make any farther Search, but rode a little out of that Road towards
Southgate, where I met a Mourning Coach and fix,
which I ftopp'd, but finding nothing therein but Undertakers^ Servants, I did not think it worth my while to
examine the Contents of their Pockets, fo kept jogging on ; but had no other Opportunity of attacking
any Thing of worth that Night.
My next Ride was towards Chifwick, on Purpofe
to meet a certain Colonel, of whom I had private Notice ; but as I was well affur'd he would know my
L z
Face,
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Face, and I had fome Reafon to fear my Voice too,'
this raifed fome Scruples, which had like to have thrown
me out of the Seat of my Refolution ; but as Neceffity has no Law, I was obliged to run the Rifque of all
that could happen. I waited a confiderable Time before he came, at length I faw him and his Servant appear, and to my Comfort, his Servant had no Piftols ;
thus encourag'd, I clapt on my Maik-about three or
four hundred Yards diftant from him, on which he immediately prepar'd for his Defence, by advancing v/ith
his Piftol cock'd ; ,1 thought it bell to receive his firft
Fire, purely for the Advantage of the laft Piftol, which
I obtain'd, tho' his firft Shot had like to have fpoiled
my Sport, for the Ball grazing on my Horfe's Shoulder,
took away the Skin for feveral Inches; I returned his
Fire without Damage to him or Horfe, upon which he
difcharg'd a fecond Time to as little Purpofe ; I then
defir'd the Favour of his Pnrfe, which he readily gave
me, in which was 50 /. odd Money, but I was obliged
to take a tedious Circuit before I dare venture on the
London Road again.
My next Adventure was about a Week after, which
was on Finchley-Common, where I ftopp'd a Chariot,
and took ten Guineas, two Gold Watches, and fome
Silver ; but no fooner was the Chariot mov'd, but I faw
feveral Horfemen, who had not yet got the Alarm,
jior was it long before they had, for I found them gain
Ground on me, which oblig'd me to mend my Pace,
and in about five Miles riding got clear of them; I
now found myfelf on Endfield-Chace, and made for
Mufwell-Hill, where I ftopt a Chaife with a Man and
Woman in it, and took from them a Moidore and three
half Crowns, and wifhed them well to Town ; I had
not rode a quarter of a Mile before I perceiv'd myfelf
foUow'd again by a Man on a very good Black Gelding,
but I was fo happy as to clear myielf of him, and got
fafe to Town. I had not rode above two or three Mile,
but croffing the Road I headed the Chaife which I had
juH before robb'd, on which they called out Higkivay^
man f
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man ! on which I clapp'd Spurs to my Horfe, and
ftruck up a Lane, where I was oblig'd to ride near five
hundred Yards in a ftifF Slough ; when I came up to the
further End of the Lane there was a very high Gate,
which put me to a Nonplus, but knowing if I return'd
I fliould be inevitably taken, broke thro' the Hedge,
and rode thro' fome Fields, the lall: of which, juft as
i vws going to enter into it, I faw my Purfuers waiting
my coming, when turning Ihort, I found there was no
Way of faving myfelf but by going down a very great
Precipice, which with fome Difficulty I pailed, and got
dear to Town, and at the End of Old-ftreet in Gofwelftreet, was fo unfortunate as to overtake the fame Chaife
again, and with a great deal of Difficulty got clear of
it again, they calling out High=wayman ! al! down OIJJlreet, but could not overtake me, when I turn'd into
the Dog-bar, and fo got into Town, and after having
quitted my Horfe, met the Perfon on Foot that I had
juft before robb'd, but believe he did not fee ine ; I
flay'd at Home about ten Days, being a little indifpofed.
My next Ride was the Endfield Road, part on Account of my Health, tho' not without fome View of
Bufinefs. I faunt'red about feveral Hours, and nothing
came in my Way till dark, when I met the Endfield
Stage Coach from London out of the Road to Buryfireet,
I pafled it, but perceiving the Coach to ftop in croffing
a little Brook to let the Horfes drink, when I turn'd
back with my Mask on, and went into the watering
Place to give my Horfe a little Water, and at the
fame Time let the Paflengers know my Errand ; there
was a Publick-houfe clofe to the Brook, where feveral
People were at Nine-Pins for a Silver Cup, they foon
perceiv'd what I was at, and immediately they all furrounded the Brook, thinking therafelves fuie of me ;
but on firing a Piftol over their Heads, and at the fame
Time pufhing my Horfe pretty briskly, eafily got clear

of them.
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I fome few Days after took a Ride the Bat/^ Road
to Hertford, where I fpent the Day in Pleafure without
any View; of Bufmefs; on my Return in the Evening,
I over-heard two Fellows wifhing they might meet
Dr. Sheltcn, at the fame Time ^tearing they would
r.ot fpare him an Inch ; upon this I ftopp'd my Horfe,
if polTible, to fee how thefe Gentry were prepar'd for
fuch an Undertaking, they very foon crofTed a Stile
into the Road to Hod/don, they were both pretty lufty
Feilows, and each had on his Shoulder a large Hedge
Stake ; upon which I call'd to the f,!!, who coming
to me, I clapp'd my Piftol to his Breaii, obliging him
to throw away his Weapon and deliver his Money,
which was about Three-pence Half-penny; I then
called to his Comprnion, and ferv'd him the fame
Sauce, who had about Four-pence ; I then laughed at
them a little, gave them their Money again, and rode
off about my Bufinefs.
I fometime after return'd to Finchky-Canmon, where
I met the Northampton Stage Coach, from which I
took about 15 or 16 /. and one Gold, and three Silver Watches; then I return'd Home, the Day being
pretty far fpent, and I well contented with the Succefs
of it, r<,nd did not ride out for fome Weeks, and indeed ilaid till I had pretty well fpent the Cafh, at which
Time I had a Propofal made to me of robbing Stanford
Hill Turnpike, whereunto I readily agreed, being pretty
low in Pocket; accordingly about ten at Night we
walk'd out of Town, judging that Horfes would rather be a hindrance than of \Jie ; birt when we came to
the Uplhot, both my Companions declin'd the Attempt.
1'his paft, our next Refolution was to knock up Mr,
H
h^s Servant, under Pretence of a Patient's being extraordinary ill. In ihort, he arofe and came with
the Meflenger, they ftopp'd him moftiy tfcemfelves, for
as they declin'd the Turnpike Bufmefs, I would not
have much to do in this Affair; however they took
from him about 6 s. 6 d. his Coat and Cane, the two
latter they faid they took for Diverfwn.
This
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This ended we came to Town, and I did not do any
Thing confiderable till Hounjlotu Races, in my Return;
from which I ilopt two Gentlemen, who drove themfelves in a Chaife and Pair, and had a Cafe' of Pillok
with them, I riding briikly up to them, fccured thffir
Piftols, and demanded their Money, which was about
16/. two Gold Watches, a Diamond Ring, and fome
Silver. This done I came Home, and did not go abroad till the Day before I was apprehended, when I
gave the Oxford Stage Coach a Meeting, and from tliat
and two other Foreign Stage Coaches I took about 95 L
and four Watches.
After he had committed the abovefaid RoWseries, he
knowing if he ftaid in Town he fliould be apprehended,
upon which he went into the Country, where he accidentally met one who fcrt'merly had been his Schoolfellow, and he knowing Shelton to have committed feveral Robberies on the Highway, caufed him to be apprehended, and was brought to Town and committed to Neiugate, where he was tried at the OLi-Bailey
for feveral Robberies committed by hirn on the Highway in the County of Middlefex, and was capitally convifted.
He was executed at 7yhurn on Monday the gth o£
OMer 1732.
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llhe following Account was written hy Jofeph
Powisy who was convi^ed for Burglary,
Sept. 6, 1732 ; Ukewife fame Letters hy
Way of Jddrefs, which he fent to the MiJirefs of his JffeSfions.
IW A S born in the Parifh of St. Martin's in the
Fields, on the 30th of Auguft 1710 ; when I went
to School I ufed to play Truant moft enormoufly,
till I was old enough to confider my Lofs. When I was
about eight Years of Age, the famous Mr. Lanx), who
had made fueh a No-ife in Francs during the Time of
the MiJJippi Company, the Parent of our South-Sea
Scheme, eredled feveral Manufaftures, particularly one
for Smith''s Work at Harjleur in Normandy. My Father who was efteem'd as fkilful a Workman as any at
that Time, was pitch'd upon by Mr. Laiu to manage
that as an Overfeer, and to teach the Frenchmen the
Smith's, Trade ; he had -iriflpr him thirty VngHJhmeti,

who went over to make up Work after the Englijh Fafhion, and as many Frenchmen and Boys to be taught,
and had on that Account a Salary'of 4000 Li'vres petAnn, he took me with him, and left my Mother and a
younger.|i:5Shg-rA four or five Months my Father was
troubled with an Ague and Fever, which afflifted me as
much as one of my Senfe was capable of j but the Mi
Stroke which made any Thing of an Impreffion on me
was the Death of my Mother, which happen'd when
he had been there about half a Year ; my Father receiv'd a Letter, and on reading which he burll into
Tears, I afc'd him what was the Matter ? he looking
ftedfaftly at me reply'd, your Mother is dead ! theWords
as he fpoke them went tW my very Soul, and I cry'd
very
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very heartily j but however I foon forgot it, my Father as foon as he had put his Bufmefs in Order left
me to the Care of an Englipman and his Wife who
kept a Houfe there, and went over to fee after my Mother's Burial, and it was a Month before he return'd ;
wc continued here near half a Year longer, during
which Time my Father had Occafion to go farther up
into the Country, and having made what Obfervations
he thought proper, he found that Mr. Laiv carry'd
Things too high to continue long, wherefore having
ftaid till the Year he contrafted for was expired, we
came on Horfeback to Ha'vre de Grace, a famous fortified Town by the Sea Side, where we tooli Shipping
and arriv'd at Port/mouth, without any Thing remarkable, and came from thence by the Stage Coach from
London, where my Father took Lodgings near St.
James'^; here We continu'd a Year, at the End of
which Time my Father marry'd again, and took a
Shop in Chancery-Lane, where he carry'd on his Trade,
and put me to a Grammar School; I now began to
be fenfible of the Value of Learning, and to apply myfelf ferioufly and heartily to it; but alas! for a juft
Punifhment for my former Negleft of it, now that I
began to take Delight in my Learning I was fnatch'd
from it, for my Father's Circumftances not enabling
him to bring me up to a learned ProfeiTion, he refolv'd
to make me a Smith, which was his own Bufmefs, and
(Heus me mlferum !) from hence may I date all my
Misfortunes, for never having any great Inclination for
Labour, and my Mind running upon fomething genteel,
for want of Ability to acquire the Realities, I ftill
catch'd at Shadows, and like a benighted Traveller who
follows an ignis Fatuus, have run into a Quagmire,
from whence I fear I Ihall never get out again. But I
continu'd enduring Life, for from the Uneafinefs of my
Mind I cou'd never be faid to enjoy any Comfort in the
Station I was in about four Years, during which Time,
if ever my Father fent me of an Errand, as fure as I
met with any Bookfelkr'i Shop or Stall in the Way, fo
L 5
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furely I was loft for fome Hours. I was about fourtecB
\ear5 6ld when I iirft began to learn my Trade or future Dependance as it was called, and haJ I made it
fo It had been better for me ; and about eighteen, two
young fellows of my Acquaintance a&'d me one Day
if I had a Mmd for a Ramble, I direflly reply'd with
all my Heart, never confulting how we were to be fed,
ror whether we were to have Elijahs Caterers, the
Ravens to bnng us Provifions ; but away we went like
three Afles witii each a Load at his Back, and all put
together, Beafts and Burthens were fcarcely worth %di
and thus we trudg'd thro' feveral Towns and Villa?es,
fometimes one Way, fometimes another, not one of us
rightly knowing whither we were going, till growing
hungry and not finding any miraculous Support, and
Mt underftandmg the begging Trade, we began ta
thmk of Home, and at laft all concluded to'return,
which we did after a Weeks rambling'; and this was my
firft Step towards, the Life of a Gentleman. My Fatlier and I being reconciled, I ftaid at Home about a
fT°L- "•''^^°"''' '""^ 'having once got the knack
of Gaddirg Home became intoUerable, fo I made another Sally, and then having a Mind to do fomething
extraordinary, I got a few Lines in \he Tragedy o?
Jultus La:far by Heart, and having cleaned inyfelf.
aw-ay I went to Mr. Rich Matter of the New PlayHoufe and offer'd myfelf to him, but being of a
Imall Stature, not at that Time exceeding five Foot, I
did not gam, Admittance amongft the , Heroes and
Demi-Gods as I expefted, but was forced to return
tlome, and upon fubmitOng myfelf to my Father was
again receiv'd, yet ftaid but a fliort Time before I
lett him again, having only my working Drefs on, for
he would not let me have my Cloaths.
'
After this I took my Opportunity when all the Family were gone to fee a Relation a little Way out of
lown on a Sunday, to convey myfelf mto-the Houfe,
^n.r.tT^ ^:^^-^ "P*^" "'y F^I^er's Clofet, there I
found all my Things, which I took along with me; but
the
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tlie next Morning finding who had been there, came in
fearch after me, and finding me charg'd a Conftable
with me, who carry'd me before Sir Thomas Janes a
Juftice of the Peace living in Eofujell-Court, who threat'ned to fend me to Brideivell; but however, upon my
promifing to go Home and never do the like again, my
Father let me go Home before him to make my Peacewith my Mother-in-law, inftead whereof I went to an
Acquaintance, and told him of the Indignity which I
imagin'd was put upon me, and aik'd his Advice what f
Ihould do, he faid. His Advice to me -vjas iy all Means
to go Horns and Jiay ivith my Father.
Eut it being near the Time of B'artholome'w-Fair, I
went to one Mr. Miller who had a Booth at the S^een'sJrms by the Sheep-Pens, and to him I engag'd myfelf
for one of the Guards to Queen Dido during the Fair ;
when the Fair was ended I went with one Don to
a little Market Town called Darking, v/e being about
ten Men and Women, by the Way as we went he made
us mountainous Promifes of Gain,, which wou'd accrue
to us by his being intimate with moil of the Head Peo-pie of the Town, and when we came there we found
that they knew him, and that he had been there before,
but had behaved himfelf in fuch a, fcandalous manner,
that none of them wou'd come near us, nor encourage
us; fo that being almoft ftarv'd, we went from thence
to Horjham in Suffix, where we far'd Hill worfe, for, I
was put fo much to my Shifts, that lodging in a little
Tenement belonging to an Inn, but.a-part from the
Houfe, I got into the Kitchen Window fundry times,
and took away Viftuals and Flower to make a Pudding,and wanting a Pair of Shoes, I one Night took away
a new Pair belonging to the Mafterof the Houfe, which
the next Day I put on, and Very impudently wore thro*
the Town; the Man who own'd -the Shoes hearing
that one of the Players had got- a new Pair (which was
a great Wonder) he came the next Morning to my
Room and knew the Shoes; but however, knowing,
the Condition we were in, he contented hiinielf with
;l» .6' •
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threatning me feverely if evei^ came there again, and
fo let me go about my Bufmefs, with a greit Pair of
old Shoes on, into either of which I could have thruit
both my Feet with eafe ; however, I went along with
a heavy Heart, and being Clay Ground, and having
rain'd lately, I was often ftuck faft; at lail my Foot
flicking, and I pulling, pull'd the Soul from the upper
Leather of one of my great Shoes, at the fame 1 ime
it began to rain furioufly. I was now in a worfe Condition than ever, but making all the Hafte my unarm'd
Foot wou'd let me, at laft I 'fpy'd a Barn clofe to the
Road, and it being about Noon, the Men were all gone
to Dinner, which however I knew not, but I went in,
and cover'd myfelf all over in the Peafe, which lay
therein for threlhing, but had forgot to tell you that I
had made away with all my Cloaths during the Time
of my being a Gentleman; before I had been there a
quarter of an Hour in comes the Men, and falls to
threlhing moil furioufly, and ever and anon I cou'd hear
them ruffling, and fetching down more very near my
Head, which oblig'd me to creep farther into the Peafe
for fhelter j however Night coming on, they went away and left me to confider by mylelf what I had "bell
to do ; I refolvM after a little Confideration to go back
again, and crawling out to put my Defign in Force, I
found a curious Fowling Piece thruft in amongft the
Peafe, which I not having any prefent Ufe for left it
behind me, and made the beft of my Way for Horjham ;
when I came there it was fo late that almoft every Body
was gone to Bed, fo that I was not feen by any one j
upon this I went to the Inn diredly, and mounted up
into the Lay-Loft, where I lay ftill till I faw a proper
Time, and then went in at the Window as formerly,
and inftead of going to the Pantry as I ufed to do, I
got the Door of the publick Room open, where I found
a pair of Boots and Stockings which I put on, and
then forc'd open a Cupboard in the Bar, from whence
I took a Bottle of Rum, a Piece of Loaf Sugar, three

Lemons and a w. in Half-pence j having got what I
t
thought
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thought fitting there, I went to the Pantry and refrefh'd
myfelf very comfortably with a Piece of cold Pye,
and took a Loaf along with my other Plunder, and hid .
it altogether in the Hay-Loft, and then laid myfelf
down to reft, for I was very weary ; there I continued
all that Day until they were gone to Bed at Night, and
then went to my ufual Entrance, but there was nothing
to be carry'd away but a Handkerchief and a Belt,
fo filling my Belly went again to rooft in the Hay-Loft,
as naturally as if I had been bred there; the People of
the Houfe finding their Provifions wafte in the Night,
almoft as faft as they did in the Day, had a Mind to
know what hungry Spirit it was that haunted their
Houfe ; in order thereto the Mafter of the Houfe and
our Heroe Dutton getting each of them a furious long
Gun charg'd, lay in wait for the Spirit who they fufpefted to be their Hoftler, and whom they had turn'd
away upon that Account; but that Night having a
Mind to fome Beer in the Town, and to hear what
Difcourfe pafled concerning my Exploits, I went to a
Houfe with Hay-bands round my Boots, Wafte, and
Hat, which was flouch'd; thus thinking not to be
known, but I was miftaken, for they knew both my
Face and Voice, and before I had been out a quarter of
an Hour it was known all over the Town, that the
little Player was feen there ; the People of the Houfe
were no longer at a Lofs to know who had plunder'd
them, and inftead of waiting for me they refolv'd to
fearch all over the Town but they wou'd find me if I
was there, while others were difpatch'd along the Roads
to overtake me if I were gone.
Now I got to my Neft again, not thinking I fliou'd
be difcover'd, but was fcarce gone to fleep e'er I felt a
Hand pull me up from the Hay where I lay, faying to
me at the fame Time, Ha! Mr. Powis, ham ive got
you; upon this looking up in a very great Surprize, I
faw the Mafter of the Houfe, Dutton, and another
Man; they carry'd me into the publick Room, and began to examine me, but partly thro' Surprize, and being
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ing waked out of my Sleep, and not having a Mind that
they ihould know any more than they could find out, I
fpoke not a Word, they then went to my Neil, and
examining it, found the Things which I told you o£
before; upon feeing which, and the Boots and Stockings making the Matter clearer, I told them how I got
in, and in ihort own'd the whole of every Thing. They
then fent for a Conilable and charg'd me, and went to
fee if the Juftice was at Leifure, but he it feems was
gone out of Town, fo they hired thereupon a couple of
fturdy Fellows to fit up with me, and I thought if I
got from them it muft be fome Policy or other.
Now ail the Family were gone to Bed and left me and
the two Fellows with Beer and Tobacco before us, enough to make us all drunk, of which I pretended to
drink very heartily, and took the Pot oftner than k
came to my Turn, and at laft pretended to fall faft afleep, and fnoared enormoufly, but at the fame Time
heard all they faid j Zounds, fays one, h(nij found the
poor Felkvj Jleeps not'withflanding his Misfortune : Ah,
lays the fecond, being alraoll as faft afleep feemingly as
I was ; Jack, cries the iirft, you are afleep. No, fays
the fecond, iut I am njery fleepy, do let me fleep for art
Hour and then mjake me, and Fll tvatch nuhileyou fleep ;
agreed, fays the lirfl:, and fo the fecond fettled himi'elf
to fleep, and in about a quarter of an Hour the firil
overtook him. As foon as I found they were both,
faft, J rofe and went towards the Place where they had
hung the Boots, which they had pulPd off as foon as
they had took me; but before I could get at them, the
Matter of the Houfe waked, and hearing no Noife, calls
to one of them by his Name, who not anfwering, he
jump'd out of Bed, and came down Stairs to wake
them: As foon as I heard him move I got into my
Place, and was as faft afleep as ever; Pi^thee, fays he
to them, Dont fleep, you'll let thi Man get an>jay ; on
which they rouzM, No, fays they, ave ivon^t. Upon
•whicli the Mafter of the Houfe went up to Bed again,
and in a few Minutes my Guards were relapfed into a
State

H

State of Infenfibllity. I got down the Boots, open'd
the inner-Door, went into the Yard, and opening the
Yard Door, went juft without, and was going to draw
them on when the Door fell too with fuch a Noife that
fhook the whole Houfe, which made me run with them
in my Hand all along the Dirt, till I came to a little
kind of a Hovel which was open, fo in I went, and
having drawn them on as well as I could for my wet
Stockings, and finding no Body purfued me, I proceeded forward on my Journey for London, as knowing
it was not my Bufinefs to remain in thofe Parts.
As foon as I was got about half a Mile from the
Town, I came to a very large Common, and for my
Life 1 could not find my Way out, fo that I was forced
to take Shelter in an old Cow-houfe, which was fiU'd
with Bundles of Flax, among which I lay ftill till Daylight, when the Owner came that Way, and finding his
Flax tumbled, he went to put it in Order again, in doing which he uncover'd me, and afk'd me what I did
there ? I told him that having got a little in Liquor
the Night before, and could not find my Way off of
the Common, fo I was oblig'd by the Cold to take
Shelter there. It happen'd that he knew nothing at all
of me or my Story; fo he put me in my Road, which
I purfu'd, but not without Fear that every one was
come to re-take me. However, I met nothing remarkable till I came to Barking, into which I did not care
to enter till it was dark Night; and as I was going
thro' the Town I heard a Door open, and turning my
Head to the Noife, I faw a Woman, who call'd to me
to come to her, acccordingly I went, and aik'd what
flie would have with me ? She turn'd to another Woman and faid. It is he Jure enough; and fays to me.
Come in, left any Body Jhould fee you : So in I went,
and they prov'd the People who ufed to wafh my Linnen. Whilft I was in this Town they told me, that I
muft take Care of myfelf, for every Body in that Town
knew of my Exploits, and that the two Men from

whom I bad efcap'd, had been to feek aftei me, but
not
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finding I had not been there, concluded that I was gone
another Way, and were returned. We all wond'red
that they neither faw me, nor I them, for I came along
the main Road : They faid, they fancy'd it was me as
foon as they heard the Noife of my Boots, advifing me
not to Hay near the Town, but make the beft of my
Way for London, I faid that was my Intent, and fo
took my Leave of them.
But going not far out of Town, I hid myfelf till
Night, and then return'd into Town again, and getting
into a farm-houfe I took away two or three Books, a
Knife and Fork, a Penknife, a pair of ScifTars, a Silver
Spoon, a couple of Handkerchiefs, and fome other
Trifles, and fome Victuals, and fo in the Morning purfu'd my Journey for London; but raining hard moft part
of that Day, prevented my reaching London that Night,
but coming to a Place call'd Stockiijell, where my Mother-in-law's Father kept a Publick Houfe, I went into the back Yard, where was a Barn, in which they had
been threftiing Wheat that Day, and had lain the Straw
in Trufles under a Penthoufe, I got iO among them, and
lay very warm that Night; about the middle of the
Night I heard fomething alive as I thought, among the
Straw, I liften'd attentively, and at lad perceiv'd it to
be very near me, fo that I had hold of it, and perceiv'd that it was one of the Female Sex, who fright'ned
at finding fomebody there, cry'd out. Who is there ! I
reply'd, Here^s no Body that 1)0111 hurt you ; Ihe then
began to tell me that fhe was put Apprentice to a Mantua-maker, who becaufe her Friends lived a great Way
off, ufed her fo hard, which oblig'd her to leave them,
and that fhe was going down to her Friends who liv'd
at Canterbury. It being very cold we crept clofe together, and in fhort, I found her to be a good natur'd traftable Girl, and having tir'd ourfelves, we by
Confent fell to fleep, and in the Morning when I a«
woke I found my Bed-fellow gone, and the Threfhers
came to Work, by Reafon whereof I was forc'd to lie

ftill till Night.
As
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As foon as it was dark I went to an Ale-houfe and
caird for three Pints of Beer, one after another, which
put me in fuch a merry Mood, that I went to the Straw
again and began to fing fo loud, as brought feveral People about the Place, who very civilly let me make an
End of my Song, and then began to uncover my little
Tenement, and drawing me forth, they condudled me
into the Houfe where my Mother-in-law then was, who
prefently knew me, and was glad to fee me, defir'd me
to ftay there, and very kindly faid flie would engage to
reconcile my Father to me if I was willing, which I
very gladly embrac'd, for I was much fuch a naked Figure as I am at this prefent, having made away with all
my Cloths and Linnen, and in fliort, every Thing I
had. In about three Days my Father came there, and
all was made up ; and the next Morning he took me
Home with him, and I once more began to fettle to
Work, and I held out pretty well all the Winter ; but
Summer approaching, and I being cloath'd again, could
not content myfelf, but left him once more.
I continu'd fhifting about without doing any bafe
Trick for near a Month, going to fee firft one Acquaintance, and then another, till they were all tir'd of me:
And one Day I went to fee Jofeph Faterfin, a young
Fellow a Ployci, vvl-^ K«a u«-/.n in the Country with
me, who a-iWpd me if I had a Mind to aift a Part in the
iragedy of the Earl of Ejfex for a Friend of his ? I
confented, and went with him to Windmill-Hill, which
is a common Refort for all the conceited idle young Fellows in Town, every one fancying himfelf a Cicera,
or a Betterton, when fcarcely one in a hundred can fpeak
food Englijh: However I receiv'd my Fart, and the
)ay was fix'd, and Bills ftuck up, {The Part of Lord
Burleigh, by a young Gentleman luho ne'uer perfornCd there
before) which was my Part; but when I came upon
the Stage, had even Heraditus been a Speftator, he
would have burft his Sides with laughing at my Figure,
for inftead of a rich Suit agreeable to the Charafter I
reprefented, they had provided me an old Mifer's Coat,
which
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which reach'J down to my Ankles, and having never a
clean Shirt, and my black Hands and Face all together,
concurr'd to make me a very uncommon Heroe, and
the People laughing at me, put me fo out of Countenance, as made the Performance like my Drefs, very
indifferent.
However, it being over. Home I came, and coming
thro' Ludgate, a Gentleman had fell down and loft three
Guineas and fome Silver out of his Pocket, of which
he had found one Guinea again before I came. I feeing
a Croud, aflc'd what was the Matter ? and was inform'd
by one of the By-Standers, upon which I went and
fearch'd for them, and found the other two ; I gave theGentleman one, and kept the other myfelf unknown to
him. The Gentleman return'd me Thanks in a very
handfome manner, and defired I would accept of a Pint
of Wine, which I did, and then came Home, having
more Money than I had been Matter of at once for
fome Time before.
But that being gone, I was at a Lofs what to do for
more ; fo coming Home one Night late, or rather early, from Windmill Hill, I wand'red up Chancery-Lane,
and it beginning to rain, I went into a little Hole under the Majier in Chancerfs-Office, where I continu'd
fo long that it began to H^ riffio„ T;,r.c, and People be«
gan to be about, fo that I could not get out without being feen, which oblig'd me to lay there ali xta,, -„^
heard People walk and talk very near me, and turning
about fomething too quick, it caufed me to fall with my
Head juft againft fome Lath and Plaifter which belong'd
to the Office, fo violently, that I broke down Part
thereof, and could fee into the OfEce very plainly.
But it happen'd that no Body was near at that Time,
and it being in a very dark Comer, it was not feen;
this infpir'd me with a Thought which I had not before, which was to make the Hole bigger, and fo to
get into the Office, and fee if there was any Thing
worth bringing away. Accordingly at Night I put my
Defign in Execution, and having fearch'd all about, I
was
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was coming away in Defpair, not finding any Thing
worth bringing away with me, when happening to look
into a little Cupboard juft by the Chimney, where they
put Small-coal, Candles, is'c. I felt a Bag, and pulling it out, I found therein about 50 /. in Silver, and a
Green Purfe, in which was four Guineas, and four half
Guineas ; I was overjoy'd with my Purchafe, but it did
not laft me above a Week, and then I was forcM to
pawn what Things 1 had bought till all was gone, and
then I began to look out fharp again.
And happening to come crofs Smithfeldon a Market
Day, I faw a Countryman receive fome Money for
Cattle he had fold, which he put into a greafy leathern
Bag ; I was going along, not thinking any Thing,
when I heard an Out-cry of Stop Thief! I turn'd about
to the Noife, and faw a Man running towards where
I was, purfued by feveral People, and juft as he came
by me he drop'd fomething, (which no Body happen'd
to fee but me) which he had no fooner done but he was
ftop'd; I took up what he drop'd, which to my great
Surprize I perceiv'd was the Leather Pouch of Money
I faw in the Countryman's Hand ; I never ftay'd tO
fee what became of the Man, but went to an Ale-houfe
and calling for a Pint of Beer, I aiked for the Neceffary-houfe, which being fliewn me, I there examin'd
the Contents, and found therein Forty-two Guineas and
a half, five 23 s. Pieces of Gold, a Moidore, and 5 s.
6 d. in Silver, making in all 5 2 /. I was aftonifh'd at
becoming Mafter of fo much Money, fo taking the
half Guinea and the Silver out from the reft, I put that
loofe in my Pocket, and put all the reft of the Gold into my Green Purfe, and threw the leathern Pouch down
the Vault, fo going in I paid for my Beer, and went
Home very well fetisfied with my Day's Work.
I liv'd in great Splendor whilft this Moaey lafted,
which was not a Month, but when it was gone I was
put to my Shifts again, and going down Chancery-Lane
o»e Morning betwixt three and four o'Clock, I had a
Fancy to get into the Cbafi(erj Coffee-Hgufe, imagining
to
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to find fomething confiderable in the Till, which h
ufual in Publick Houfes; but getting down the Area
which is before the Houfe, I found I cou'd not get ia
at the Kitchen Window as I piirpofed, fo I went into
the Coal Vault which is under the Street, and getting
behind a Board, lay there all Day undifcover'd,- and in
the Dusk of the Evening flipt into the Houfe, and hid
myfelf in a Chimney in the back Kitchen, which was
full of Lumber, till they were gone to Bed, and then I
went direftly to the Bar, but found no Till there, only
about 3 1. in Half-pence upon a Shelf, and a large
Silver Spoon, and feveral fmall ones, to the Value of
about 30 s. three Cambrick Handkerchiefs, and about
a Pound of Tea, two Cakes of Chocolate, and a large
Lump of double reiin'd Sugar, which was ty'd up in 3
Cloth. I had neither eat nor drank for near thirty
Hours, fo I took a bit of Bread and Butter, and made
about a Quart of Punch which I drank, and juft as I
had done and was coming away, I heard fomebody
coming down Stairs, who were fo near that I could not
get out, but was forc'd to run down and hide myfelf in
a Hole behind the Stairs, where they put broken Glafs,
and having puU'd off my Shoes becaufe they Ihould
not hear me as I went up and down the Houfe, I cut
my Feet among the Glafs. The Maid who was got
up to Wafh did not go into the CofFee-Room, but came
down Stairs, and went into the Kitchen to ftrike a
Light, which gave me an Opportunity to get up Stairs.
I put on my Shoes, cpen'd the Door, and went out
with my Booty without being heard or feen, and went
from thence to my old Rendezvous the OJfice, where I
had a Fancy to go in again, finding the Hole not ftopt
up, which I did, and finding the Drawer of the great
Table lock'd, I with fome Difficulty got it open, and
found therein upwards of 4 /. in Silver, half a Guinea,
and feveral Trifles, as a Pocket-Book garnifh'd with
Silver, a Silver Seal, and among fome Papers I found
three Letters of fo extraordinary a Nature, that I
knowing the Hand in which two of them was written,
put
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put them in my Pocket, they belong'd to———
'Clerk to the Mailers, and were in his Drawer; as
foon as I had got to a Place where I had an Opportunity, I began to read them, but they were fo fhocking
that I could not go thro' them, one was AnoKymous, the
other two were fign'd Molly Soft Buttocks.
I unwarily fhewed them as fomething very uncommon
to feveral People, fome of whom induftrioufly fpread a
Report that I was a Sodomite, and that I thereby got
my Living, urging as a Proof thereof, what a great deal
of Money I fpent, which they faid, I could not get
honeftly ; and what contributed to this Report was,
my going one Evening to pay a Vifit to fome young
Women in the City, wliere I had been introduc'd fome
Time before by an Acquaintance, and having occafion
to take out a Letter-Cafe, in which they were among
my other Papers, which inftead of putting it into my
Pocket again, I put it beiide, and fo it fell to the
Ground unobferv'd by me. As I went in Quality of a
Suitor to one of them. Female Curioiity caufed them
to examine it j in order thereto, my Miftrefs and her
Companion, who firft faw it, being unwilling to be difturbed by any Perfon in the Perufual thereof, lock'd
themfelves into a Clofet, and there amongft the reft
they found the aforefaid Letters, the Subjeft of which
was plainly to be difcern'd at firft Sight. Soon after I
was gone I miffed my Letter-Cafe, and running back,
I asked if any Body had feen it ? my Miftrefs who
came to the Door, reply'd very fmartly, Tes, Mifs
Tooke, there it is. I was not able to fpeak for a Minute or two I was fo confounded, for as I came along I
fancy'd that if they read it they would then certainly
believe that Report which before they had oppofed;
at laft I took Courage to ask her what fhe meant by
cajling me fo ? She reply'd. The Gentleman nuho tjnas
luaiting for me under the Piazza nvould inform me ; I
knew by this they had read them, for one of them began thus, {Dear Mifs Sukey Tooke) and appointed an
AjTignation under the Piazza in Covent-Garden j I protefted
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tefted that I was no way conceni'd in them, and told
them who they belong'd to ; in fhort Ihew'd his Pocket-Book, which was garnifh'd with Silver, and had
his Name on it in the lame Hand with the two Letters, and the Knowledge of my Innocence added fuch
Force and Energy to my Afleverations, that they be•liev'd me innocent j but finding the ill Confequence of
carrying them about me I burnt them, and in a little
Time after, the World finding my Behaviour to contradia thofe Reports, as it had always done, began to
forget them.
My laft Booty being gone, I was, at a Lois what to
do for more, fo one Morning going into St. DuKjtati'i
Church, and no Body being there but the Sexton who
open'd the Doors, I unfeen by him got up into one of
tlie Galleries, and hid myfelf till Night, and then I
fearch'd about, but could not do any Thing, for the
next Day being a Holyday, the Ringers came into the
Church and began to ring by Twelve that Night, for
I could fee them as I lay hid, but durft not Itir leail
they fliould fee me, io I was forc'd to lie ftill till 12
the next Day at Noon, at which Time they all went
oat of the Church, and the Sexton lock'd the Doors, I
got out of my little Eafe and came down Stairs, and
began to look about me to fee wliat I could find, when
lo! to my great Difappointment, the Sexton came in
again, and being in a Pew where they kept the Curtains
belonging to the Church-Warden's Pew, I hearing the
Door open, turn'd about to get out, which doing haflily, ftruck my Foot agairft the Side of the Pew with
fuch Force as founded quite thr'o' the Church, which
the Man hearing, turn'd his Head and faw me, and inflead of coming dircftly to me, he went back to fallen
the Door, which gave me an Opportunity of retreating into my Hole again, where 1 lay fo quiet and fecure, that he could not find me, tho' he very cunningly
called aloud. Where are you ? imagining perhaps that I
Ihould be fuch a Fool to tell him ; but after about two
Hours Employment for himfelf and another Man
whom
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Ti'1-,om he called to help him, they gave over tKeir fruitlefs Search, imagining I had efcaped out of the Church,
and left me to proceed when I faw convenient. I lay
Hill till the next Morning by Day-break, which was a
little after two o'Clock, and in two or three little Cupboards which were under the Seats, I found fome old
•fafhion'd Common-Prayer Books garnifhed with Silver,
-Avhich I puU'd off and fold for 12 s. and as many
.Books as I fold for near as much, and in the Morning I
went out unfeen when they open'd the Doors for
Prayers.
The fame Evening going to a Houfe in Ram-Alky in
Flect-ftreet to fee an Acquaintance, I faw a Woman
bringing fome Goods into the Ground-Room, and faften'd the Door with a Padlock when flie went away
again, I feeing that there was ne'er a Bed in the Room,
concluded that no Body lay there; fo I refolv'd to pay
a Vifit that Night; I ftaid with the Perfon I went to
viiit till nine o'Clock, then inftead of going.out of the
Houfe, I hid myfelf in the Cellar till a little before
Day-break, then I open'd the Padlock with an old
Nail, and fearch'd a Cheft of Drawers, in one of the
upper Drawers I found a little Box, in which was a
Guinea, and two plain Gold Rings, and there was loofe
an the Drawers, two pair of fma 1 old fafhioned Silver
Buckles, and fome other Trifles; and feeing by the
Cloaths which was in the Drawer, that they were poor
People, I took nothing elfe but the Gold and fo cama
away. Going there the next Day to fee my Friend, he
told me the Woman who had loit the Things fufpefted
me, by my coming there fo often, fo I refrain'd going
there for near three Quarters of a Year.
One Day going by the Boskf.-lkr'a Shop at the Corner
of St. Clement's Churcli-yard, where I had fcld- one of
the Prayer Books I ftole out of St. Dunfian'% Church,
I was laid hold on this Occafion, the Book I had fold
him belong'd to one Mrs. Sparlins; in Chxncery-Lane,
and fhe had been to feveral Bodfeller's Shops enquiring
for a fijeond liand Common-Prayer Book with Cuts, in
hopes
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hopes to meet with her own ; and coming to this Shop,
he (hewed her the very Book {he wanted, Sir, fays fhe,
this Book is mine, •where had it you ? (jull at that Inftant I was going by the Window, and meeting an old
School-fellow, 1 ilop'd to talk with him) the Man replies. By Fortune there jlands the Alan njjho fold it me ;
fays fhe, i/^ is a Thief and has Jiole it, whereupon the
Man came to the Door, and faid he wanted to fpeak
with me ; I went boldly in, tho' my Confcience told
me that I had done fomething amifs, but I had forgot
the Book ; fays he. Did you not feli me this Book? Yes,
fays I, pray fays flie, Hoiv came you by it ? I faid I had
it of fomebody to fell, making what lame Excufes I
could think ofj but they not being oblig'd to believe
me, threat'ned me with a Conftable, and a Goal was to
be my Habitation immediately; but however, flie recollecting my Face, asked me if xay Name was not
Fonx)is? to which .1 replying in the Affirmative, the
good natur'd Woman fhed Tears, faying, / am forryfor
you, and for your poor Father, to nuhom injlead of being a
Comfort, you are the Caufe of all the Sorroius he endures ;
fo telling the Man of the Shop who I was, he was fo
mov'd with Compaffion of the Relation, that he let
her have the Book, and let me go upon my Promife to
bring him the Money he gave me for it next Day; but
I not having it ready by the Time, was alham'd to go
near him after.
In about a Week after I went to a Pajiry-Cookh Shop
in Fleet-Jireet, next Door to Mr. Pinchbecks, and
bought a Penny Tart, and feeing them put the Money
in the Drawer, in which to vay thinking there was a
great deal, the Devil gave me a Jog by the Elbow, and
I took the Hint immediately, wherefore I knowing
the Houfe, that Night climb'd up the Iron Sign which
is fix'd in a Poll at the Hole in the Wall, and getting
over two or three Balconies, I got into the one pair of
Stairs Window, and fo proceeded into the Shop, but
was difappointed, for there was not a Half-penny in

the Drawer; but becaufe I wou'd not come in fw nothing.
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thing, I eat what I car'd for, and then loading myfelf
with Macaroons, Heart Cakes, (sfe. and feven or eigth
Pots of Portugal Snuff and feme Books, I came awayvery heavy for having been fo difappointed.
And in a Day or two I went again to the Shop, and •
they were then talking of it, and the Woman of the
Iloufe had a Perfon lodg'd with her who pulled out a
Gold repeating Watch, and faid, / fuppofe they came to
feek for this, but ^tis not e-very Key vjillofen the Lock of
my Dra-ivers; I thought with myfelf I wou'd have a
Trial if that were in her Drawers, whether the Locks
wou'd keep me out, 1 knowing where the Drawers
flood, fo that Night I mounted up my fcaling Ladder
again, and opening the Window Shutter, I heard a
treading of ons; without Shoes, and fometbir.g kick againft a Basket or Hamper, which I rememb'red flood
in the Room, upon which I jump'd over the Balconies
and {lid down the Iron, with as much Agility as ever
a Tumbler in Barthohme-'w-Fair cou'd down a Rope ;
but before I was well down I could fee a Man in his
Shirt, who called out very loudly, Stop hum ! Stop him !
but the Night being very dark, and I being well drefl'ed
in a dark colour'd Suit, and feeing no body near me ia
the Street, 1 walk'd very foberly away, as knowing he •
. could not fee me, and fo went off clear.
Being difappointed here I went into the Fields, and
in a melancholy Mood I fat down under a Hay Rick,
and after having tir'd myfelf with reflefting upon my
prefent Way of Life, I fell into a kind of Slumber, and
as I lay there, methought fomebody faid to me, Run,
run, fly for your Life, for you are furfued, if you are
taken you luillbe hanged; upon which I flarted up, and
the Terror of Mind 1 was under at that Time had fuch
an Effedl upon me, that great Drops of Sweat flood upon my Face, but looking round me, and feeing no bodynear me, I pleafed myfelf very much to find it was
bui- a Dream, and fo lay down again to fleep, and
dream'd that a Man came to me and faid. Ton
oung Man
ym mufi go away from hence, for if. J Jhonld fiijfer you
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td remain here, I Jhould expeB a Judgment to fall ufon
e'jery Thing I hanje, fo go ainay, or til fetch a Coiijtabk 'mho Jhdll eblige you to go. Upon that I awak'd and
got up, but finding it ftill dark, I went all round the
Hay Rick to fee if any Body was there, and was fo
llrongly poffefs'd of the Image I had feen in my Sleep,
that I caird out twice or thrice, Who's there ? but no
body anfwering, I laid down again, but could not get
any Sleep till Day-light, about which Time I flumb'red
again, when methought my Father flood before me,
and looking very ftedfaft on me faid, O Son ! nvill you
ne'ver take Warning till fuflice overtakes you .? The Time
nvill come wjhen you ^ixill'wijh, but too late, that you had
teen ruled by me. I ftarted up under an inexpreflible
Horror of Mind, and wand'red away from that Place,
I knew not whither, till the Sun was about two Hours
high, and then I went to the Thames with an intent to
wafh, but being half undreffed, I was poffefled with a
Belief that if I went into the Water I (hou'd be
drown'd; fo putting on my Cloaths again, I came away fully refolving to go Home again to my Father;
but as I was going along I met a young Man who
owed me 3 j. 6 d. who afked me to drink with him,
which I accepted, and went into the firft Publick Houfe
we came to, where he paid me, and treated me with
fome Punch, in which 1 walhed away all thofe good
Thoughts I had entertain'd.
When I parted with him, I went to a Friend's Houfe,
complaining that I was not very well, whereupon they
ask'd me to lie down, which was what I wanted ; for
thro' want of Reft, and drinking the Punch fafting, I
cou'd fcarce hold up my Head I was fo drowfy. I
flept there near five Hours without moving, and when
I wak'd found myfelf very hungry, and tho' they preflcd
me to ftay and fup with them (for it was almo I Night)
I would not, but asking Pardon for being fo troublefome, and faying, I fear'd I had over flept my Time, I
took my Leave, and going to a Publick Houfe I had
fome Stakes dreffed, and ftaid drinking there till ten at

Night,
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Night, by which Time I was well refrefhed, and prettv
chearful, and havmg not above 8 d. left, I refolv'd to
re-vifit the Office m Ci^ncery-Lam, where I found the
Hole open, but they had bar'd and padlock'd the Door
which parted tne two Rooms, fo that I was forc'd to
break thro the Wall to get into tlie fore Room; when
I got in the firft Thmg I faw was a large P.ir of Piftols, vs hich I found to be loaded with a Erace of Rails
each, and a few other Trifles, but no Money; the Piftols were m order to flioot me with, if I had come
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I endeavour'd to get off, but one Thomas Ruffel a Boy,
who went about blacking Shoes, and whofe Father formerly kept a Sivord-Cutlcr'i Shop under the Six Clerks
Qff.ce, came down tlie Lane, and feeing me, he told
every Body that he faw me endeavouring to break into Mr. Carter's Shop, and faid further, that I had
own'd to him, that I had robb'd the Office, which laft
was falfe, for I never 'poke a Word to him about it.
Some Time after that I was reconcil'd to my Father
again, (as you will underftand by and by) and was at
Home again, my Father to whom I deny'd all thefe
I'hings, called him into the Shop one Day and confronted him with me, and he faying that I never own'd
any fuch Thing to him, my Father faid. Then you are
a •vile Rogue to helye any Perfon behind their Back, for
you told me beforefei'eral People that he did. Whereupon I
took Advantage of his prevaricating to perfwade my
Father that the Story of Carter's, Shop was like that,
and the Boy was fo confounded, that he did not contradift me, fo my Father took my Part very ilrenuoufly,
verily believing that I was innocent and falfely accufed.
But when my Father heard this Report again confirm'd by feveral, he could not believe it, wherefore he
faid to my Brother, If you fee the Rafcal fend him to
me, I'want to [peak ivith him; and meeting me the
fame Night, fays he, My Father i<jants to fpeak ivith
you, about what, fays I ? Why, fays he, about Carter'jShop; upon that I made Light of it, and my Father
being over the Water at his Father-in-law's, I \^'ent
thither, but being confcious how much Reafon he had
to be angry with me for not following his Advice, I
was aftiamed to go in, but went into the Stable and lay
there, and in the Morning I faw him about five o'Clock
fet out for London; fo that I being in no Condition to
go any where for want of Money, I refolv'd to lie there'
all Day, expefting him to come again at Night. He
hearing from my Brother that I preiended to come to
fain), and he not having feen me waaftill more angry,
and
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and when lie came I was not willing to come'in, but
ilood at the Door, and one Mr. Fonbergen a German
Earpfichord-Maker came out, and knowing me, faid to
me. So Matjhter Powis, ha've you feen your Fader ? No
Sir, fays I, hut I heard that he ivanted me, fays he.
Who tell you dat ? I replied, My Brother ; Veil den, fays
he, IJhallgo and hear I'at your Fader fays ; and fo iu .
he went, and came out again prefently, and told me.
That my Father fent for me to bid me do fimething or other,
and not ftay there, for if I did I Jhould be apprehended
and fent to Goal for tuhat I had attempted, and ad-vifed
me to go to the Weft-Indies nxiith fome Merchant as his
Book-keeper.
Then he introduced me to my Father, and told him
I had a Mind to go beyond Sea, and that I only wanted his Confent to difpofe of myfelf, which he gave me
in Writing, and away I went, looking as he direfted,
upon every Poll; I came near, and there was Taylor,
Burge, and I know not how many more that wanted all
forts of Tradefmen, who were to have great Encouragement, and Money advanced, and were to live like
petty Kings. I read all the Bills, and perceiving that
each of them called himfelf the only Agent, bfc. I
refolv'd to vifit them all round, which I did, and P
r
S
fom was the Man I picch'd upon, an illiterate
Fellow who could neither write nor read, but he told
me the fmootheft Tale, and therefore away he and I
went, with three or four fiich filly Whelps as myfelf,
to the Black-By upon London-Bridge, where we were
bound, and each of us had a Shillmg a Day allow'd us
till we went on Board. We continu'd three or four
Days at the Sign of the Wheatfieaf in Scalding-Alley,
by Stocks-Market, where he kept his Office, and then
going to the Slop-Shop, Orders were given for cloathing
each of us, and having each a Bed, Rug, Pillow and
Blanket, away we went on Ship Board, the Wattes
Galley was her Name, Captain Wallis Commander,
bound for Philadelphia. I continu'd on Board nigh a
Month, during which Time there came upwards of
M 3
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forty dropping in, of all Conditions and Trades, and
Sizes, like the Beafts in Noah\ Ark ; and whilft I was
among them I obfervM, that while we were in the
River and could not get away they treated us like Slaves,
and I thought with myfelf, what would they do when
they got us fome Diftance from our own Home, where
we knew no Body, but muft lie at their Mercy. What
increafed my Averfion was this, I fell fick, and being
extreamly ill, I fancied a Vomit would do me good,
whereupon I defired the Mate to let me have one, he
reply'd, Hhe Captain nxiill he on Board in tvjo or three
Days and then I'll ffeak to him. And what was ftill
worfe, I was forced in the Height of my Fever to get
up and draw my own Beer, or help myfelf to any
Thing I wanted, for none of them would help me,
which made me refolve to efcape from the firil Opportunity which I was able to lay hold of; but I did
not efFeft till the very Morning on which we were to
fell down the River to Gra-vefend, for all the Sailors but
three were gone to take their Leave of their Friends ;
I got to a Man's Cheft which had no Lock to it, and
took out a Fair of Plufti Breeches, a blue Jacket, three
pair of Stockings, two Handkerchiefs, and a chequer'd
Shirt; and from under a Hammock, a Pair of Shoes
and Buckles, which I took to be Silver, but was miftaken ; and one of the Servants who had been a i?a/iiQ's.-Follo'wer, and who was the beft in Apparel of them
all, having a pretty natural Wig'which he hung by the
Side of his Cabbin at Nights, I took it down, and put
it on my Head, and a Hat I took of fome bodies,
but I knew not whofe, and left them my old Cloaths
by Way of Exchange ; fo getting up the Scuttle, which
is over the Cook Room, to efcape the Watch who was
walking upon the Quarter-Deck, I lay ftill until the
Watch went down, I fuppofe to call the next Watch,
fo I took that Opportunity to get into a Frigate which
was empty, and lay next to us, and Aiding down the
Horfer, I got into a Boat which belong'd to another
Ship, in which they had left an Oar, and untying her.
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I pufh'd her off, and began to paddle at the Stem as f
had fecn them do; but before I was two Boats Length
off the Ship, I could neither fee Sliip nor Shoar, nor
any Thing elfe there was fuch a thick Fog, and not
knowing which Way the Tide ran, for methought
when I had pufh'd the Boat off fhe turn'd about, fo that
I thought I was driving up towards the Bridge. I endeavour'd to get her towards the Shore, but was not
able to fee any Thing by which I might be guided, fo
that after I had tir'd myfelf with paddling in vain an
Hour and half, finding that in fpite of all my Endeavours the Stream carry'd me along with it, I laid my
Oar into the Boat, and refolv'd to let it drive me vvhere
it would till it was a little lighter, and then I got on
Shore below WoohuUh, and the Ship from whence I
came lay over-againft Red-Houfe, which is above Deptford; fo tying the Boat where I landed, I came for
London with all Speed.
Being got about half a Mile on this Side of DeptfirJ,
I met two Fellows who feem'd to have a Mind to my
Wig, they chaffer'd with me for it, and I afk'd half a
Guinea for it, and would not abate any Thing ; at lafl
they came up to my Price, but faid, they had not Money enough about them, but if I would go back with
them to Defiford to a Publick Houfe there, they wou'd
pay me the Money ; I agreed to that direftly, and
went back with them to a Houfe where they called for
a Pot of Beer, and fitting down they fat on the outfide, and faid. Young Man vue dont 'want the Wig, for
it is not nuorth half the Money, hut a Friend of ours njoas
rob^d, and according to the Defcription, <vje take this to
be his Wig, and you one of the Perfons ivho robh''d him ;
fo one fays to t'other, /'// ftay here nvith him, and' da
you go and call (whifpering) 1 nvill fays he, and away
he went; when he was gone, t'other fays. Young Man,
you had better o--wn the Matter, and let us have the Wig
to give the Man, and nioe'll make all Things eafy. I
fmelt their Defign, which was to choufe me out of the
Wig, if I had been Fool enough to let them, fo I hu,M 4
mour'd
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• mour'd the Thing, finding they knew nothing of my
laft Nights Exploit which I was at iirlt afraid they did,
fays I, if I leave the Wig with you will you let me
go ? Stay, fays he, and hear nvhat my Brother fays, who
coming in juit then, he wink'd at him, he taking the
Hint, fays, Mr.'
is not at Home, fo I did not tell
any Body ivhat I ivanted '•with him ; upon which the
other put the Queiiion to him, who turning to me fays,
Ha've you got any Money ? I replying in the Negative,
fays he, / ivould not 'voillingly be the Means of any poor
Man's being hangd, git'e us the Wig and flip aivay. I
return'd then fhort upon them and faid, Are not you a
tcapk cf Rsg-ues? Bllknovj mikctker you Jhall flop People
in this manner to rob and defraud them; with that I
-took up a Pot, and knocking hard on the Table, I
-called out, Landlord, does e'ver a Conftable linje here
about ? He heard me knock, and came to the Door,
but did not hear what I faid, and before I could repeat the Queflion again, one of them faid. Go fetch
7ne a ^artern of Brandy, and therev/ith one went
cut, the other faying to me. You had better not make a
Noife ; the Landlord coming, fays T, I did not call you
•fir this, I ivant no Brandy; fays the other, 1 called
for it, here take the Reckoning, giving him a Shilling,
and whilft he was gone for Change he run out after the
other as fail as he could, leaving me the Brandy and
the 3 d. to do what I wou'd with.- When the Landlord came I took the 3 d. and filling out half, I drank
to the Landlord and went about my Bufmefs; and
coming to London I chang'd away my Jacket and
•Breeches for a pair of Breeches, Jacket and Trowzers
that were fit for me, and had fome Money to boot;
and when I had fpent that, I fold my Hat and Wig,
and got an old one to wear, and having likewife fpent
that, I was forc'd to betake me to my Shifts again.
And having been to Fulham, I over-took a young
Woman who had been a Milking, and was carrying it
Home, (as I came along I faw a Mulberry Tree, and
had gather'd my Hat full) and alking her to eat fome
Mulberries,
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Mulberries, flie thanked me and faid. She loii'd them
•very 'well, hut ivas afraidJhe jhould be feen by fomebody
ivho njjoiid tell her Mijirefs, and defircd me to go aloig
mid take no Notice of her ; upon which I went before,
and waiting till fhe came up (in a Nurfery of O.iks
which were pretty thick) I call'd her, and faid, If fie
•would come in there and reft herfelf fie fioiild be 'welcome
to eat as many as fie f leafed. She looking round and
feeing no Body near, fhe c-;me in and fat down, and
gave me fome Milk, and I fat down by her, and we
began to be very gracious ; and after we had diverted
ourfelves as long as I was able we parted, and I came
to London, and went round the Bridge to my Grandfather's Houfe at Stockiwelf, and getting in at the Window, I took a Bottle of Brandy, fome Lemons, two or
three Silver Tea Spoons, fome Heart-Cakes, and oth;r
Trifles, and a great Coat which my Father had borrowed, he being in the Houfe that Night, but the old
Man being very ill, had a Woman to fit up with him,
who hearing the Noife which I made in getting out
again, look'd out of the Window and faw me ; whereupon fhe called my Father up, and told him that fome
body was in the Houfe, but I in the mean Time made
off, and before my Father came down I was got a pretty
Way off; however he overtook me juft by the Water
Side, and was going to bring me back to Simpfon again ;
bat I faying that I wou'd fooner be hang'd than go to
him, telling him, that it was becaufe I had been ufcd
fo when I was fick, and difguifmg the Prank I play'd in
taking the Man's Cloaths, he took me Home once
again, to my great Satisfadlion ; for notwithftanding I
could not take the Liberties at Home which I could
Abroad, yet I was eafieft in my Mind.
I continued at Home very traftable for about nine
Weeks, and my Brother and I at Chriftmas v/ent to
our Cuflomers Houfes to pay them the ufual Compliments, and got above a Guinea, of which we had 11 s.
remaining on Nfw-Tears Eve. My Father had order'd
my Brother to keep the Money, and lie wou'd divide it
M 3
betwixt

[ 274 ]

ill

(II:

betwixt us; but being obliged to be very much out of
Town, he took my Brother with him on Neiv-Tears
Eve, and for fear I fliould want any Thing in the Shop
before he came back, he order'd him to leave me the
Money. I was vexed that he who was fix Years
younger than me fliould be trufted before me; and two
or tliree young Gentlemen Attornies Clerks, having appointed to end the old Year merrily with me, I confented, and we went to a Houfe where we had Punch
and minc'd Pies ; in ftiort I continu'd there till the next
Night, and had fpent the \\ s. and not caring to go
Home then, I went to an Acquaintance and lay all
Night with him, and the next Day I met with my
Brother, and he asked me where the Money was ? I
reply'd, Spent, What, fays he, luor^t you come to Work ?
I made little or no Anfwer to that, but went away,
and idled my Time at one Place or other as long as I
had any Money, and when I had none left, I began
to return to my former Courfe, like the Dog to his
Vomit.
And one Night getting into a Stable behind the
Academy in Chancery-Lane, I lay ftill all that Night
and the next Day, till it was the Dulk of the Evening,
and then getting into a kind of a Hay-Loft belonging
to Mr. Moor of T^hree Arrow-Court, which is contiguous to the Grammar School; I got out of the Loft
into the faid School Window, where there was Linnen drying, of which I took feveral Shirts, a Handkerchief, fome Books, i^c. and went down again unfeen.
That lafted me fome Days, bijt as I foon wanted a
Supply, I got into a little back Ware-houfe belonging
to Mr. Carter a Glazier in Beli-Tard, I attempted to
break thro' his Ware-houfe into an Office belonging to
Mr. Parker an Attorney in Bailey-Court; but having
ftruck a Light, the Light was feen thro' the Cravice of
the Door, upon which feveral People came along with
Mr. Parker, and feeing the Hole I had broke in the
Boards, fearched for me ; I was then got in between
the Rafters and the Tyles, when the Glazier's Man
bringing
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biinglng a Ladder, and rearing it againft the Place
where I was, faid. Let us fee if they are not got in here,
which I hearing, endeavour'd to break a Hole in the
Tyling, and fo get out of the Top ;, but before I
could efFeft this, he had got up and fawme, upon which
he cry'd out, There''s one getting out at the Tyles, which
ftartled me, and miffing my Hold, I fell back, and
lighting between the R.afters, beat a great Hole in the
Ceiling, and had like to have tumbled through, but recovering myfelf I got thro', and crawling along the
Gutter, I drop'd into the Carpenter''^ Yard, and endeavour'd to find my Way out, but could not. Whiill
I was doing this, every one was at their Windows with
Candles looking for me ; but a little Taylor who went
by the Name of Chum, got up after me, and he being
feen by one who flood at the Window, cry'd out, There
he is! and threw a Scrubbing Brufh at him, which almoft demolifhed this 9th Part of a Man ; however, the
Carpenter faw me drop into his Yard, and came down
and took me, and carry'd me to the Round-houfe in
Strand-Lane ; but the next Day fending for my Father, he paid the Damage, and made it up with them,
and took me Home once more.
I continu'd at Home about three Months more, when
the Devil fearing to lo^fe me, refolv'd to bait his Snare
handfomely, as follows ; We worked for one Ed-ward
Williams, Efq; a Gentleman of a great Eftate in
Wales, who having been marry'd about nine Months,
and his Lady being with Child, he brought her up to
Town to be deliver'd; but flie died in Child-bed, which
turned all their Joy into Mourning, and all Things
were got in Readinefs to accompany her Corpfe into
Wales; whereupon my Father was fent for to reftify
all the Locks of the Trunks and Boxes, in order to
lock up every Thing till they came to Town again.
My Father fent me in his Stead, and charg'd me tliat
whatever there was to do,, 1 ftiould do it efFcdtually ;
but going to put a new Lock upon a Box which was
full of Linnen, I was forced to take out fome of the
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Things to make Room, in doing of which I came to a
little round Box, v/hich felt very heavy, and juft before I had done, the Maid being called out of the
Room to fpeak with feme Perfon, in the mean Time I
open'd the Box, and was perfeftly furpriz'd at the Sight;
it contain'd therein a Gold Watch with a chafed Cafe,
and a Chain with Seals, isfc. a chryftial Heart fet in
Gold, with a Knot of Diamonds upon the 7"op of it,
a Girdle Buckle fet round with nineteen Diamonds, four
Stomacher Buckles of the fame, a Pearl Necklace with
a Diamond Locket, a Gold Hoop Ring fet quite round
vith Sparks, a Gold Hoop fet round with Garnets, an
Emerald Ring, a plain Gold Ring, two ditto Mourning,
and two with a Chryftial in the middle, and a Spark
en each Side, a pair of Ear Rings, being three Pearl
Studs, and a Drop like a Pear fet in Gold, a Silver
Snuff-box, and a Stock-buckle, all being worth upwards
of 200 /. I took them all out, and put the Box in amongft the Linnen again, and laying every Thing
fmooth, I gave the Maid the Key, who trying it faid,
// is 'very ivell, and locking it, fhe put the Key amongft
her others. Having done all that was wanting, I came
away and heard nothing of them for fome Time; this
being on a Thurfday, they were not mifled till the Monday Se'nnight after; had I ftaid with my Father I had
not been fufpefted, but meeting a young Silverfmith
v.'hofe Name was William R
/on. Brother to Mrs.
£
an the Aflrefs, I imparted the Matter to him,
and afk'd his Advice how I (hould difpofe of them,
offering him a Share for his Affiftance, and by his Perfuafion we beat every' Thing to Pieces, and melting the
Gold, we throw'd every Thing elfe (as I thought) into the names ; but he was too old for me, for he kept
all the real Diamonds, and fo when he heard I was
taken up for the Things, he went into the Conntry.
When the Gold was melted, we went and had an Effay made of it, and receiv'd for it about 11 Guineas,
of which I had about 7 /. and he had the reft. I laid
put moil of mine in Cloaths; fo that when I was apprehended
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prehended I was extrcamly poor j but liovvever, I was
carry'd before Sir y. Gonfin, and feveral other Juilices
who were met at Judice Rialton's in St. Margaret's
Church-yard, and by Juftice Cotton committed to the
Gate-houfe firit, and afterwards to Neivgate, and at the
Seflions enfuing was found Guilty to the Value of 39^.
I lay there under Sentence of '. ranfportation near fix
IVIonths before my Father would come near me, or
fend me any R.elief; but at lalt upon my Promifes of
becoming a new Man, and entirely leaving off all Company who were my former Acquaintance, and to be entirely ruled by him, he at the Expence of much Time,
and Money, procured the Sentence to be reverfed, and
1 was burnt in the Hand, and then paying my Fees, he
took me Home once more.
I continued at Home fcven Months, but on the Sunday before Whitfunday, my Father defired me to go to
his Landlord to alk fome Queftion ; accordingly I went,
but coming back again, I met with an Acquaintance
whom I had not feen for a great while, and we mull
drink together ; fo we went to the Houfe of a third
Perfon whom he had promifed to pay a Vifit to that
Day, fo we fat down, and a great Bowl of Punch was
made, and we drank that and another, fo long till the
Room began to go round with us, for we had not Reafon enough left to know whether it was Night or Day
when we went from thence ; for we were both unwilling to go Home, and being both of a Mind, we
rambled about all that Night, and the next Day we
went to the Mulberry-Garden, and there we went to
Dancing, and thus we pafl'ed beft Part of that Day ;
and in the fame manner we lived till the Whitfun Holidays were over, and as long as I could beg or borrow, for I had not yet begun to fteal again. I lodged
in Hanging-Svjord-Alley in Fket-fireet, and one Day I
was invited by a Perfon, for wnom I had a great Refpeft, to take a Walk, which I would have left any
Thing to do, but was at a Lofs for want of Money ;
but recollefting that there was a Trunk in my Room
wJi«€
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where I had feen my Landlady put feme Linnen, I went
Home, and opening it with an old Nail which I found
in the Chimney, I took out two Shirts of my Landlord's and a Prayer-Book, which I pawn'd for 5 j. 6d.
and return'd to my Company, paffing that Evening with
a great deal of Pleafure and Satisfaftion ; and about
twelve that Night I return'd Home with a light Heart,
not dreaming they had miffed the Linnen, my Defign
being to have put it in its Place again at the AVeek's
End ; for I had hired myfelf to a Smifi^ Shop in FeterJireet by Clare-Market, to go to Work the next Morning.
Being one Night happy in the Company of one I
lov'd, the next Morning I was ftopt, and charged by
my Landlady and her Hulband with robbing my Lodging ; however I made that up eafily, for I went with
them to the Paivn-brokers, and they paying the Money
for them, took them Home with them, and I left my
Hat and a Flute, and what other Things I had there,
till I Ihould come and repay them. But not knowing
how I (hould get Money to do it, I ruminated on feveral Projefts; but at laft concluded to re-vifit the Coffee-Houfe in Chancery-Lane, where I had been about
two Years before, which I executed that Night, by going down the Area, and finding the Kitchen Window
open, I enter'd, and took away as many Things as I
pawn'd for near 30 s. and had done more Mifchief, had
I not been difturb'd by a Maid Servant, who came down
and oblJg'd me to make my Exit the fame Way I enter'd, and with more Percipitation. However I got
away without being flop'd, altho' I was feen by her
and another Perfon, who was a Servant in the Neighbourhood. But hov/ever, as foon as People were up I
went and difpofed of the Things, fo paid my Landlady,
and had my Things again.
And now being deftitute of a Lodging, I ufed to
go about like a Wolf feeking for Prey, and my Cloaths
being in Pawn, I look'd juft like (what I now to my
unfpeakable Sorrow am) a Neivgate Bird, having an old
Black Coat on, a foul Shirt, and a fouler Heart.
The
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The lail' Money being all gone, I went one Night
and re-vifited that unhappy Office in Chancery-Lane, of
which I have already fpoken, but found nothing but
two or three Books, and fo came out again, felling them
for half a Crown, which kept me that Day, and at
Night I went into the Hole under the Stairs again, as if
I was refolv'd to run direftly into the Mouth of Danger ; for a Man who lodg'd above Stairs, coming in to
go to Bed about two in the Morning, faw me, and
laid Hold of me, and called Mr. Reynolds the Mafter of
the Tavern. They fent for my Father, who rifmg out
of his Bed came to them, and he promifing I fhould be
forth-coming in the Morning, they deliver'd me into
his Keeping, and he took me Home ; when we were at
Home, he afeed me about the CofFee-Houfe, faying,
The Maid and another had both defcrib''d me juji as i
nioas, fetting afide my Wig, ^which, they faid, nuas either
my o'v:n Hair, or a Wig made of my onun Hair, and
that it ivas Black. However I denied very ftifly that
I knew any Thing either of that or robbing the Office;
fo when Mr. Reynolds was up my father went to him,
and brought him to our Houfe, and he talk'd with me
himfelf, telling me, That he ivas firry I Jhould he Jufpeiled of any fiich Thing after fo great a Delin)erance.
But I deny'd my having any Knowledge of what I was
charg'd with, and periifting ftrongly in my Innocence,
he faid, He hoped it ivas as I faid j however he would
have me go away from thence, for the Maflers in Chancery had orderM him to profecute me, or they would
leave his Houfe, and have their Office fomewhere elfe;
but he faid. He ivould talk nvith them, and endeauoitr to
perfuade them I luas innocent ; fo defjring me to take
Care of my AiSions, he went away, and my Father
after exhorting me to have my Creator in Mind, and
to go to work honeftly for my Subfiftance, without
ufing any uiJawful Means. I promifing him I would,
telling him, that I had hired myfelf to a Smith's, (which
I mention'd before) but my Landlord detain'd me, (for
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he had heard of that, and alk'd me about it). So taking
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liing my Leave, he bid me have a Care of myfelf;
ib away 1 went to Mr. Har'vey a Smith in Milfird-Lane,
taking a Lodging juft by, and agreeing to go to Work
with him the next Morning ; bat that Night my Father's Man came to my Lodging, and told me there
was a Warrant out to apprehend me, by Order of the
Majiers, who were very angry with Mr. Reynolds for
letting me go ; and if I llaid in Town I fliould be taken. Upon which I pr'omifed him I would go into
the Country, fo we parted, and I Ihifted about for
fome Time.
But going one Night towards the London-Spaiv to He
down under a Hay-Rick, my ufual Lodging when I had
no Money, it being on a Saturday Night, the Watchmen of Clerkenivell fcoured the Fields, and carry'd all
they found to Neiv-Prifan, of which I was one, and
the next Morning we were carry'd before a Juftice,
who difcharg'd thofe that gave him any tolerable Account of themfelves, and I amongft the reft; but for
my Fees I lay till the Saturday following, when a charitable Gentleman whofe Name was D
-ns, a HoJier in the Strand, towards Charing-Qrofs, came and difcharg'd me and feveral other Perfons, who only lay for
their Fees. I would have retiirn'd him Thanks, but
he faid. Thank God, and take Care ho-vj you get into
Trouble again.
Away I went, and being in great Diftrefs, I went to
the Sign of the World's-End betwixt Chelfea and the
Earl of Peterborough's Houfe in the Road to Fulham,
and going into the Back-Kitchen thro' the Pantry, in
the Night, from whence I took fome Brafs, to the Value of about 7 or 8 .r, and for which I got not above
3 X. 6 d. but could not get into the other Part of the
Houfe.
That being gone, I went the next Night bat one to
a Houfe in the fame Road, but farther on, from whence
I took two Dozen of Plates, fome Linnen out of a
Tub of Water, and about feven Dozen of Penny Papers
of Tobacco, and th.en came away; thefe fetdi'd me
little
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little more than los. for the Linnen was full of Holes,
and the Tobacco I took out of the Papers, and fold
loofe for a meer Trifle.
But the next Booty was better, for going into the
Sign of the Royai So-vereign in Whetjloii'i-Park, that
End next S>umi5-ftreet, kept by Mr. Wall, I broke
open his Till, and a Cupboard in the Bar, and took
aljout 15 j. 6i/. in Flalf-pcnce, \% s. 6 d. in Silver, a
Piece of Gold worth 6 s. 3 i. a Dozen and half of
Plates, a Bottle of Salts tipt with Silver, a Hat, and
fome other Trifles ; having difpofed of the Plates, i^c.
I had about 2 /. j s. and that Day I redeemed my
Cloaths, telling my Acquaintance the Money was lent
me by a Friend, who did that, in order that I fliould go
down to my Grandfather, who lived in Torkjhire, fliewing a Letter at the fame Time as from him, but which
I had written myfelf, which invited me down with
great ProfeiTions of Kindnefs for me, which is as follows, <viz.

Loving Grand/on,
YOU RS I have receiv'd, and am glad to hear
you are in good Health, as I am at prefent,
(God be praifed for it) but as for what you fay
about coming down I don't mind it, becaufe your Father and you have both promiied that I fhould fee
you here ever fmce I was at Londoii, when you liv'd
in Panton-ftreet, which you have not been fo good as
your Words, yet I and all your Relations will make
much of you, for my Dear Daughter M
's Sake.
Your Uncle M
is very ill, but we hope with
God's Affiftance he will do well again ; but poor Z •
has been dead ever fmce lail Chrtftmas. I have fen t
you a Token by
, our Carrier, whom I
' have

^
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' hayeorder'd to bring you down, if you are willing.
and bear your Charges.
Tour
Loving Grandfather,
Till Death,
M-

Ji4#

K-

Havfne writ the aforegoing Letter in an odd fcrawling Hand, and likewife counterfeited the Poft Mark,
no body thought any other but that it came from
where I pretended, fo that this paffed very well.
Now I had courted a young Woman of very great
Merit for fome Time, upon honourable Terms, with
whom I came acquainted after the following manner.
I went one Eveaing to fee a Youth with whom I
was intimate, and being his Birth-Day, his Mother (as
•fhe was fome Years accuftomed to do on that Day)
gave an Entertainment, and he had been to my Lodging to invite me to make one of the Guefts; but I not
being at Home, heard nothing of it till I came there ;
upon which I went Home and fliiftcd myfelf, and
return'd, where I found about twelve or fourteen Friends
and Acquaintances; fo after Supper there was a kind
of a Ball, which lafted till about one in the Morning,
and I ilanding up to Dance, chofe her for my Partner,
and we danc'd a Minuet, which Ihe perform'd on her
part with an exceeding Grace, and then return'd to her
Seat; and methought as fhe fat among the reft of the
Ladies, they only ferv'd as a Foil to a Diamond, to
make her Beauty more confpicuous, which I having the
Honour to conduft her Home, I told her as much, adding, That I Jhould think it the lucktejl Adventure 'which
could ha've arri'v'd to me, if Jhe 'would permit me to be
her humble Servant, &c. She with a Wit equal to her
Beauty anfwer'd. That as Jhe had given me the Trouble
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ef coming fofar out of my Way on her Account, Jhe luas
tvery nxiilling to contribute 'what lay in her Poiver to di•vert me, and that Jhe ivas glad to fee me in fo jocofe a
Temper ; but adding ironically, That Jhe could not afford
to keep a Servaitt, neither could fie tell honv to manage one,
efpecially fuch a one as I ivas, nxiho ivas giuen fo much
to Flattery in fo grofs a manner. In fuch kind of Difcourfe we pafled the Time, and were got to her Mother's before we were aware, and having unwillingly
taken my Leave went Home, but could not fleep for the
laft Nights Adventure, being fo deeply fixed in my
Heart, I got up early and wrote the following Letter.

Fairejl of your Sex,
'
'
'
'
'
'
'
'
'
'
'
'

TJErmit me to lay at your Feet a Heart entirely deJt vouted to your Beauty, and which is incapable
of any other Paffion than Love, unlefs you by Cruelty
caufe Grief to ufurp his Throne. But Hay, I am going to difpofe of what I have not ; m.y Heart fled
from me laft Night, and has taken Refuge in your
Breaft ; I do not envy it, but would participate with
its Happinefs, which is fo infinite, as were I a King
I wou'd leave my Dignity to enjoy with you in a
Cottage. O! don't frown upon me, leall you thereby kill me, who only defires to live to convince you,
how much he is your Adorer, and humble Slave.'
JOSEPH POWIS.

To this I had no Anfwer, and going to my Friend
I afked his Advice how I Ihould proceed, for I was but
a Novice in an Affair of this Nature, and he knew not
much more than I ; but he told me, That I had hefl
talk to her, for Jhe did not mind nonfenjical romantick Epiftles, hailing as many fent by one ajiother as ixiou^d almofi fill a Sack, and he kneiuflie iMou'd not anfvjer any.
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1 vvas a little picqncd at~my Friends giving my Piece of •
amorous Rhetorick fuch a degrading Title, left him
abruptly and went to her Mother's, who being gone
out, I had the Opportunity of near two Hours Converfation with her alone, and I obtain'd Leave to fee
her when Opportunity ferv'd, and tell her my Paffion,
till I gain'd by Time and Importunity fuch Encouragement from her, as bid me hope I was not indifferent to
her ; and I preffing her for her Confent to m.ake me
compleatly happy, ihe gave me to underftand, after
fome Denials, that flie had no Averfion to either me
or my Propofal; but as I had fliewed her the Letter,
and told her I expefted fomething confiderable from
jny Grandfather's Promifes, and Profeflions of Love and
Kindnefs, not only in this Letter, but formerly. She
advifed me to go and fee what he wou'd do for me,
and at my Return, if I continued in the fame IVIind,
her Confent fhould not be wanting, even tho' it weft
the Day following my Arrival. I was at this Declaration in fuch an Extafy of Joy, that I had not Power
to thank her, however, recovering myfelf I told her,
Jf -Tvas imfojphle that ever I could change, tho" all the
World ivere to join their Endeavours to make me pro^'e
falfe ; adding, '[hat 1 nvijhed I had a Cronicn for her
Sake, I fjou'd lay both that and myfelf at her Feet. I
appointed the Day when I wou'd go, and mentioning
that I fhould be uneafy when I was at fo great a Diilance from her, leait fome happy Rival fhould fupplant me in her AfTeftions; fhe let me to underfland,
that fhe preferr'd me to all her Pretenders, of which
there were feveral.
But to proceed, having no Money left, I borrowed
a Crown of a Friend, and in order to repay it again
before I went my pretended Journey, I got into a Houfe
in Round Court, and getting open the Till, I found
therein a half Guinea, and no more Money of any fort ;
but I took away a black Hood, a Silk Hat, a Woman's
Cap, a Handkerchief, and fome other Trifles, for
which I had half a Crown; and going to fee my Mi' ftrefs
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ftrefs to take my Leave of her this being the Day on
which I was to fct out, I paid the Crown, and breakfafted with her, took my Leave, and fo we parted, they
verily thinking I was gone to the Inn, and fo on my
Journey.
Here the Reader may perhaps afl?, What was my Intention in pretending to go when I knew the Letter
was not real ? To tnis I anfwer, Tiiat finding I had
brought myfclf to this Dilemma, I refolved to be incognito till I had met with fome Prize that was confiderable, and then returning to fsy, nat my Grandfather had give it me ; and thus I was deceiving Mankind, and at the fame Time endeavouring to deceive ray
felf, which as it was all my doing, I cou'd blame no
body elfe for the Confequence fo fatal to me.
When I was gone an unufual Melancholy feized me,
which I endeavour'd to fliake off by getting into Company ; and at Night I went to fee the Beggars Opera,
to which was added the Mock Doaor ; but when Capt.
Mackheath came fetter'd upon the Stage, I fell into a
greater Melancholy than before, as if my Mind prefag'd the Misfortune I was to be under, of being what
he only perfonated, i. e. a Condemn'd Man.
I went to an Inn that Night, and calling for a Quartern of Brandy I drank it, and defired them to Ihew
me a Bed, I found myfelf much better next Morning,
by the AiTiftance of Reft, but did not attempt any thing
that Week ; but the next Monday Night, or rather Tuefday Morning, I got into the Shop of Mrs. Price, a
Cook, at the upper End of Fhiver-de-Luce-Court, from
whence I took a large Copper Difh, and a Brafs one,
feveral Pewter Difnes and Plates, five Silver Tea Spoons,
a fet of China, and a large Table Cloth, &c. which
yielded me juft a Guinea ; for being well dreffed, I
went to a Siherfmith''s, and fold the Spoons for their
intrinfick Value ; but the other Things I fold to one
who buys all forts of ftolen Goods.
One Day coming by Newgate^ it came into my Head
to call and fee fome of the Prifoners who remained there
ever

J^
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ever fmce my Enlargement, which I did, and fpent
among them about 7 s. in two Hours and then came
away, little dreaming that I fiiould return thither in
two Days Time againlt my Will ; and meeting two
young Women whom I knew, I asked them where
they were going ? they reply'd to Hampftead Fair, it
being the Firll of Augiift ; upon which we join'd Com- •
pany, and went thither ; and in the Fair we met my
Miftrefles Companion and Confident, who being in my
Intereft, I eafily won, with good Words and a plaufible Excufe, to lay nothing of her having feen me that
Afternoon, I being fuppofed to be then at a great Diftancc. At the Fair I fpent upwards of 12 J. ()d. more;
for when I came Home I had not 18 d. left, and coming out of the Fair flie was taken from us by four
Men, with whom I fcufiled fo long, till I could fcarcely open my Mouth, or fland upright, for they knock'd
me about like a Tennis Ball, io that I was at laft
forced to quit them, and they put her into a Coach and
drove towards London, too fall for me to purfue ; I being likewife unwilling to leave the Company with whom
I came out, I conducted them Home, and then arriv'd
at my Lodging about one in the Morning, where what
with the Blows I got, and wearinefs, and the Dquor
together, I flept till near Noon; then getting up, I
came to a Houfe and fent for the Perfon whom I loft
the Night before, being defirous to know how Ihe got
Home; Word was brought that Ihe was not at Home,
nor wou'd not be till towards Night, whereupon I went
away about Ten that Night, being the zd of Auguft,
to the Sign of the Black Sawen in Fetter-Lane, and fent
one for her, but ihe was not as yet come Home ; fo I
called for fome Tobacco, and drank two Pints of Beer,
and as I fat, I faw the Landlord Jofefh Brewer, change
two or three Guineas, and when he put his Hand into
the Drawer, it founded as if there was a large Quantity of Money therein, which I immediately coveted
to be Matter of, and looking about I faw the Key
which faften'd the Pin of the Cellar Door, wliich I
took

-,
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took out fo far, that upon turning the Pin it would fall
out, and it being near Twelve, I faid. She •won't come
to Night, let me have a Glafs of Brandy; then paying
my Reckoning I went away, and about Two that
Morning I came up the Lane, and ftay'd till the Watchman who ilood at Bre-zuer's Window went to cry the
Hour; then turning the Pin, the Key drop'd out, by
which means I got the Cellar Door open, and fo got into the Houfe. As foon as I was in, I endeavouVd to
get the Door open, in order to put the Bar up in its
Place again ; but not being able to effedl; that, by Reafon it was lock'd, and the Key was not there, fo that
I was going to get out again, but the Watchman being fo near that I could not without his perceiving me,
which made me wait in Hopes that he would not fee
the Bar and might pafs it ; but to my great Surprize, I
found he faw it, for I heard him call, Mr. Bre-iver,
your Cellar Window is open! He anfwer'd him again.
Well, do you jiay there till 1 come down, and fee that no
Body goes out. Upon that I ran to the back Door, and
opening that I went into the Yard, and got over a
Wall into Mrs. JJhley\ Yard, and was going to proceed into the next Yard, which was a Carpenter'^, but
the Partition between the two Yards being only thin
Boards, made a Noife in my mounting over, fo that a
Woman who lay backwards heard it, and put her Head
out, which obliged me to retreat. By this Time Breiver was come into the Yard, and I crept under a kind
of a Drefler in Mrs. AJhley\ Yard, where I then was,
and lay there for about half a Minute, when one came
into the Yard, and looking round, cry'd, Here\ no botfy ;•
but fpying one of my Feet, he cry'd. Oh, here he is!
here he is ! and in a Moment the Yard was full of People, who began to demolifh my Fortrefs the Dreffer,
and I putting out my Head, was going to fpeak, when
I felt a Blow on my Head which laid me fenfeiefs, and
they had repeated their Blows as I lay, for when I came
to myfelf I had three Holes in my Head, in each of
which you might put the End of your Finger ; {o
coining
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coming a little to myfelf I faid. For God''s Sake don^t
fnurder me, feeing 1 don't refifl ; upon which one took
hold of my Hand, and another took hold of my Collar, and were going to lift me up, when I felt fomething
go thro' the Calf of my Leg, and turning my Head, I
faw a rufty narrow Sword which was thrull into vay
right Foot quite to the Bone, and juil then they lifted
me up, but being not able to ftand, I h^d like to have
fell down again, if they had not fupported me, and
whilfl I flood I faw the Sword which had done me the
Injury, in the Hands of a Man called Patrick, who
was a Servant to Brenver, and he thruft it at me again
as I flood, but being aware of it, I turn'd myfelf a
little, and bore the Sword away with my Hand, fo
that it did not enter, but only graz'd along, of which
there reniain'd a Scar near iix Inches long, and he
made two more Thrufts, which both went thro' my
Coat Sleeve, but did me no other Damage ; and then
the People who were about me wou'd not let him do it
any more, but carry'd me into a Houfe, where I fat
down and undid my Stocking, and holding the Calf of
my Leg hard with my Hand, the Blood fpun out as
freely as it does when a Man is let Blood in the Arm ;
fo when I had let it bleed as long as I thought proper,
I bound my Handkerchief round it, and they carry'd
me to the Ccmptcr, where I lay with my Wounds bleeding till about Ten o'Clock in the Forenoon, and then
they took m.e befoi'e Sir William Billers, who committed me to Kevjgate, and then I had my Wounds dreft
as well as they could in that Place, and lay till Seflions,
which was five Weeks from the Time of my cominw
firft.
At the Seflions I was arraign'd- and try'd, and feveral Things were produced in Court, TO'K. five pickLocks, two Spikes, a quarter of a Pound of Wax Candle, a pair of long Scifiars, which I had about me when
I vi'as taken, and laftly, the Pin of the Window which
one
~
a Fellow fwore, he took out of my
Pocket j but I verilv believe he convey'd it there himfclf,
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felf, in order to have it to fwear againft me, -for I did,
not know how it came there, nor did I remember that
I touch'd it after I laid it upon the Bench, juft within
the Window whereat I enter'd: However I was capitally convidled, notwithftanding I made the mod artfu!
Defence I was capable of; for my Profecutor informed
the Court, that I was call: for Tranfportation before,
and it being not above a Year ago, they had it frefh in
Memory; all I faid for myfelf did not avail, and having no Witnefles to call, either for any FaiSs or my
Reputation, it was fo much the worfe, for my Father
would not own me, nor hear from me ; and if I writ
any Letters he wou'd not receive them, if they werei.
receiv'd in his Abfence he order'd them to be burnt;
this was on tiie fiift Day of SefTions that I was carry'd
to the Cells, where being arriv'd, I wrote the following
Letter to
• • • upon my being caft.

Dci

AF T E R a Trial which lafted betwixt two and
three Hours, I was brought in Guilty, Death,
and was put into the Bail-Dock, and in about three
Hours was brought to the Cells, where I now am a
fad Example of the Inftability of Fortune; forjufl-as
I was mounting towards the Top of her Wheel, and
thought myfelf in all human Probability, juft upon
the Point of being the happieft Man in the World ;
fhe like an inconftant Miftrefs, gave me a Kick withi
her Foot and down 1 fell, and now lie under her
Feet, not knowing whether I fhall ever furmount this
Stroke. It is not Death that troubles me, but the
Injuries I have done .you undefignedly, in bringing the
Cenfure of the .World upoti you, who will reflect upon you on my Account ; to remove which, I would

be contented to fufFer the crueleft Death that could be
VOi. ri.
N
« in.
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*" 'jnfiiaed opon liim, virho will with his laft Breath CmI tinue to profefs himfelf,
Ycur

TOIT II iW

Anif.nccre Admirer,
JoGEPH Powls.

I "A M heartily forty for your Misfortune, and wiili
it were in my Power to do you any Service ; I
beg you wou'd not make yourfelf uneafy upon
my Account, but compofe yourfelf, and prepare for
the worft that may happen, and don't caft yourfelf
down, you may overcome this Misfortune, and regain what you have loft, and if I can affift you upon
any Account in going any where, you may depend
upon me, who am ready upon all Occafions to prove
myfelfj
Tour
Faithful Friend,Thelaft Day being Monday the iiHi of September
1732,1 was brought down to receive Sentence of I>eath,
and being asked by the Judge what I had to fay why
Sentence fliould not pafs upon me ? I deiiver'd the following Speech extempore to the Honourable Court.
* T A M defcended of honeft and reputable Parents,
' I who gave me a liberal Education, and inftilled in
* , my Breaft the Principles of Religion and Virtue,

* and always cndeavour'd to create in mean Abhor• rence
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• «nc6.of.any Thirig that wis bafe, or would bring an
' Odium either on myfeif, or Family.
' Neither have I a natural or habitual Tendency to a
' vicious Courfe of Life j the former Misfortune in
' which I was involved, was caufed by my Cbniidenca
' of a, falfe Friend, who left the Things which iie had
• ilolcn in my Cuftody, and efcaped the Misfortune
' which light upon me. In this for which I am now
' brought before your Lordfliip, neither my Will nor
' my Reafon was concern'd, I was hurried on to the
' Commiffion thereof by the Difguife of Liquor, and
' fome ftrange Fatality, £g:unft vvhith I fnoiild have
' been more guarded had I been fober ; I would noc
' be hereby tlwiiglvt to urge my liinoccKce, No, my
' Lord, I own I dcferve Puiiifliment, for laying myfeif
• open to fuch a Temptation; but humbly Leg, my
' Lord, that Jufticc may be allay'd with Mercy, that
' my Puniiliment may be facli, tliat I may live to
' make the Vv'orld amends ibr any Faults I cither have,
' or am fuppofed to have committed. My L.ord, I
'am of an Occupation which enables me to fupport
' r.iyfelf creditibly, without having recouife to' anv
• mean or bale Arts to the Detriment of Mankind';
' wherefore I moil humbly entreat your Lcrdihip, and
• this honourable Court, to take Pity on my tender
' Years, and to reprefent my Cafe fo favourably to his
' Majeily, that this terrible fkntence of Death' which
' I now am under, may be chang'd to Baiiifiinicnt, tho'
• for Life: And I do fmcereiy promife and aflare xo'it
' Lordfhip, that the reft of my Life fliall:be employ'd
' in returning God and your Lordfliip Thanks for the
' Mercy which is fhewa to me. And now having faid
' what I hare to fay, humbly fubmit myfeif to your
' Lordfliip's Mercy.'
After receiving Sentence the Court brolce up, and we
being remanded back to iVk-xyja/'^, the beautiful •
pkc'd herfclf clofe by the Door of the Bail-Dock, and
as I. came out,, the caught hold of my Hand, and burft
N 3
into

^ii
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iflto Tears, which caufed fuch a violent Emotion in rtie,
that unable either to vent or fupprefs my Grief, I was
obliged without fpeaking to hafte away, and coming to
the Cells after fitting awhile, I recollefted how abruptly I had left her, to excufe which, I wrote the following Letter.

My Beareft—
•
.
.
.^
.
'
'
•
'
'
'
f

,

' I '' H E kind Concern you expreffed for one fo im• worthy of it, had fo ftrong an EfFeft upon me
that my Grief grew too big, and I not able to vent
It, was obliged to leave you in that abrupt manner ;
for had I ftaid I had funk down in the Place, without
being able to fpeak a Word ; but I came to-my Cell
and after I had fat a little, a kind Shower of Tears reliev'd my afflifted Heart, which was ready to break
and then I remember'd how I had left you, which
was inexcufable, were it not that my Misfortunes
plead m my Behalf, which embolden'd me to entreat
you wou'd pardon it, in Hopes whereof I conclude
myfelf,
Affliaed,
Humik Servant,
J. Powts.

At the fame Time I wrote the following to another
Perfon, to Mr. F—-»

Pt9^

t 'is3 3
Dear Friend,
'
*
'
'
'
'
'
'
'
'
'
'
'
'
'
'
*
*
*
'
'
'
*

'\T ^ ^ ^^^^ doubtlefs heard my fad Misfofttine
I of being condemn'd to die, which alas t I have
too juilly dcferv'd, but for which I am exceedingly forry, and as I heartily repent, God who knows
the Secrets of all Hearte, may, perhaps incline his
Majefty to fparemyLife. If I die, I heartily with
I may warn by my Example a^l young Men from
committing thofe Follies, which Imve precipitated
me into thefe Streights, I go every Day to Prayers
in the Chapel, and we are lock'd up by Mr. Auftitt,
who is faid by the common Report of the Prifoners,
to be a very fevere Man, which made me entertain
Fears of being ill ufed by him ; but contrary to my
Expeftation, I find him to be a very charitable and
good Man, and if he exercifcs any Severity, 'tis on'
Fellows of turbulent and untraftabie Spirits, on whonri
good Ufage wou'd be thrown away ; for to a quiet
Perfon he behaves with the utmoft Humanity, as I
by Experience havep.rov'd. 1 humbly beg you wcuVl
excufe my unfair Uiage, in bringing j-ou i'uch a baii
and difhoneft Friendfhip, in return for yours, v.'iiicU
I believe was fmcere and honourable, which if yuu
will grant it, will much contribute to the Peace of,
Tour firro'Txful,
Unhappy Friend,
J, Pown.

P. S. 1 fhouM be glad to fte ycu, ^t Ghspel the firft
Opportunity, having fomtthing to fay which I don't
care to commit to Writing, leait it fcould fall into bad
Hands.

N 3

Next
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Next Morning betimes I re«iv>d the folfowlng.

Mr. Powis,
I A M inform'd that you fhou'd get feme Fi^nd to
deliver a Petition in your Behalf, which wou'd ^0
you Strvice j I de/ire you wou'd get fome Advice about it, and let me know if I, or any of my
Friends can do any Thing about it; if any Thing li^s
in my Power, I Ihall by my Endeavours fliew how
much I value your Life, and wou'd even to the Hstzard of my own, prove that I really am.
y'titir

Sintere and
Losing Friend, —
-, on hearing that a Woman reported
To Mr.
I was married to her.

r/v//>> SIR,

i
I

I A M \-txy credibly inform'd, that (fjnce my Misfortune of being condemned) one Elliuthe(V Seymour, alias Lambeth, alias fomething elfe, ^>.'hich
I can't at prefent recolledl, who liv'd lomewhfere in
the Neighbourhood in which my Father lives, in St.
Dnnftan's Parilh, (and is a notorious common Strumpet) has fpread a Report that (he is married to me.
I thought it proper to endeavour to juftify myfelf to
you, hoping when you have read this, will defend
meagainll: a Report which hurts my Reputation more
•than it is already, and iikewifc reflects tipoii my Senfe
"

'

' ajid

fi
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andTafte., Itherefore declare, upon the. Word,of 4
dying Man, and by all my Hopes of Merc5^'at'the
great Day of Judgment, that Report is falfe and
fcandalous, not only adually, but alfo intentionally ;
for I never had one tranfitory Thought tending thereto, and had fuch a Thing been ever prGpofed to me,
I Ihp.vild .have rejefted it wrth.^corn ; and may I receive Mercy or Condemnation, from, the tremendous
Majeftyof Heaven, according to the Truth or Falfehopd of what 1 have wrote here to you ; fo defiring
your Prayers, I remain for the (hort Time I expeft to
live.
Teur
ili 3ii,}
Sificefi Fifie'nd,
And humble Sewant,
J. Powis.
•>-\'i

7o Mrs.n-r.

MA DA M.

I

WAS thinking this Morning after I came down
from Chapel upon my preient Condition, and I
C0mpai;'4 royfelf to Pharaoh''% Officers in the Pri' foij 5 one;of whom J.E. the chief Butkr was reffo:' ,ied to his.Lord's.Favour, and the other who' was the
,' Maker \va,s ii^ang'd ; and wifhing that I might efcape
,"> t^e JFa.te of tlie latter, without defiring any other
t.thaii the Mean betwixt both. I became fo drowfy
*..tha.t 1 was not able to keep my Eyes open, fo I lay
.' down to Sleep, and dream'd that we were led to fonie
,^, ,P,l^ce of Execution which was near the Water Side,
,*.,and ^s we, went along, we came to a Place where his
i_J; Slaj^y. \j^s;lap(Jing, ,being I thocght juft amv'd, and
tl.ere
N4

ti

4

* there were feveral Gentlemen and Ladicsr m his Re* tinue} methought I broke from thofe who were ap' pointed to guard me, and ran to the Place where his
' Majefty flood without Oppoiltion, and proftrating my
' fclf, humbly befought for Mercy, who look'd at me
* and went on the other Side of an open Square, where
' they flood, and faid nothing in Anfwer to my Repueftj
' but one of the Ladies faid to another who flood by
' her, Tin/ I JhouU ha-ve addreffed my/elf fiji to her,
* which methought I over-heard ; upon which I arofe
' up, and turning myfelf towards her, was juft going
' to intreat her to interceed with his Majeily in my
* Behalf j when one of the Waiters came and open'd
' the Door of my Cell which wak'd me. I fend this
* to you becaufe I have heard you very jullly and rea' fonably defend the Signiiicancy of ftich Warnings and
' Foreknowledges, which the Scul of Man is employ'd
' in, during its Abfence from the Body by Inilanccs of
' this kind, and it made the flronger ImprefTion upon
' me, by Reafon that the Lady had the Refemblance
' of the Charming
, who would not flay for
* me to alk it, were it in her Power to do me fuch a
' Favour, as to contribute towards faving the Life of.
Your unfm-tunate
,

Humble Servant,
JOSEPH POWIS.'

After which reflefting ferioufly upon all my pafl'
Actions, and heartily wifliing that I had' fome Part of
iny Life to live over again, of which J would make^ a
much better Ufe than I have j and after revolving in
ray Mind the many Misfortunes and Inconvenienciei to
which my own Folly and ill Conduft had expofed roe,
1 refolv'd to give the World an Account of my whole
Life, in Hopes it might prove acceptable, and alfo entertaining; and I believe 'tis an Original on this Account
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count, that tho' many have been involv'd in the Guilt
of a vicio'js Courfe of Lite, by keeping bad Company,
yet , but few before me were ever brought thereto by.,
keeping'too good Company, of wliich the Caufe being.
Ambition, is one of the many Sins for which I heartily, fifk God and the World Forgivenefs, wilhirig that
this may be Hke a Light on the Sea Shore to warn .all
: young iVIen to fnun thofe fatal Rocks whereon I am
.ihipwrcck'd, and that I may be the laft unhappy Perfon in this kind, is .the earnelt Defire of
JOSEPH POWIS.

He was executed at 7yhurn on Monday the 9th of
X)iiiiber 1732.

^e Confejfion of Sarah Malcolm, who was
Condemn'd for the barbarous Murder of
Ann Price, Elizabeth Harrifon, and Lydia Dancomb, in the Temple, on the 4th
0/ February 1733.
SARAH Malcolm,. alias Malkomle, was indifted
for the Murder of Atm Price, Spinller, by willfully,
. and malicioufiy giving her with a Knife one mortal
Wound on the Throat, on the 4th of Feb. 1733,-of
which Wound the faid An?i Price inftantly died.
She was a 2d Time Indifted for the Murder of EUKaheth llarrifoit, Spinfter, by ftrangling and choaking
her with a Cord, on the faid 4th of i^iri;/««>•)'.
She was a third Time indifted for.the Murder of
Lydia Ditncomb, Widow, by ftrangling and choaking het
With a Cord, on the faid ,4th of .ft^.
She was again indifted for breaking and entring.the
Houfs of Lydia Dmcomb, and fteaiing 20 Moidores, 18
N•5
Guineas,,

Ji
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Guinefis, one Broad Piece, value::;/, fouj'Broad Picceis
val. 25/. each, one half Broad Piece, val. IT J. 6d;'z^ s.
in Silver, a Silver Tunkard.value 40 J. a Canvas Bag, value I d. and two Smocks, value izs. on the faid 4th
of Felruaty, in the Night.
She pleaded not Guilty to all thefe Indiftmcnts; but
upon her Trial fhe own'd herfelf Guilty of the Felony
and Burglary, and deny'd all the Murders.
She v/as firil indifled for the Murder of Ann Price, the
young Servant Maid, and upon evidtnt circumftantiaF
Proof found Guilty of the Indiflment.
She was 22 Years of Age, defctnded of honeft, creditable Parents in the County oiDurL'am; her Father
(as fhe faid) had a pretty Eftate about 100 /. fcr Jmi.
Hvhich he foon ran. out, and then his Wife, her Mather,
being an Irifi Woman went to Duhlia, and there purchafed a publick Place of the City, liv'd in good Credit, and gave her a very good Education. She liv'd
with her Father and Mother in Dublin a confidcrabia
Time, and fome Years ago, her Parents coming to
London about certain Affairs, fhe came with them, and
went to Service, and lived in feveral good Families,
where (he did her Bufinefs to the Satisfaftion of her
IvIiilrefTes, and was never blam'd for Difhonelly.
After her Father had fettled his Affairs here he return'd to Ireland, and her Mother dying about that
Time, Sarah was left to herfelf, and quitting her Service, fhe got Employment as a Chairwoman or Laundrefs in the Temple, where fhe ferv'd fome Gentlemen
for a confiderable Time. Before this fhe was in a Place
call'd the Black Horfe Ale-houfe, where fhe renew'd her
former Acquaintance with one Mrs. Tracty, and where
file contrafted Acquaintance with the two Brothers,
Thomas and James Akxander.
And fhe faid, that TraceyixAxladz young Men often advifed her to rob her Mafler, and this fhe always
refufed to do. The younger of the Brothers propofed
to go to her Miflrefs, and tell her that Sarah having
been faiaiJiar with ht;r Huflband, had provided Poifon
to
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to difpatch her (the Miftreff) thinking if fuch a Thipg
could be done, her Mafter would marry her; this was
only to irapofe upon, and to get Money from the Miftrefs, v/ho was too v;ife to be bit with fuch'Preteitces ;
and feeing they could get nothing, they left her, and
Tcmrn'd to Sarak, calling the Miftrefs an old cunnihg,
Woman,.curfmg her, and giving her ill Names.' This
giveOccafion to the Story's paffing thro' theToU*ti,
that ftie intended to poifon her Miftrcfs, which Thought
ilie faid, never enter'd into her Mind, and that fhe was
averfe to their going to her on tkit Account; but however iier allowing them to go on fuch a villainous Et"
rand, certainly fnow'd the Wickedneis of her Difpofition. It was alledg'd alfo, that flie was the "Perfd'n
who mard'red an old Man of the other End of • the
Town, for which two or three Years ago a Barker w.1s
cofiviaed, and who went to Death denying the.Faft'.
But fhe faid, that there was not the leaft Ground for
that Sufpicion, and that fhe muft be content to bear
with fuch Cenfures and Reproaches, tho' it was hard
the World-fhould make her more wicked than fhe really
was.
As to the Murders, Burglary and Robbery, of which
file was indifted and found Gaiky, the Account (lie
gave me was to the Purpofe following. She having
been acquainted with Mary Tracey, who. had been Abroad, and had foUow'd her Hulhand in the Army in
divers Countries, and had been concern'd in many de;
fperate and wicked Exploits for feveral Years pafl;
fhe [Tracey) of(;cn prefTed her to rob her old Miiii'efsj
who fhe. knew never wanted a confiderable Sum of Mo-ney, and had feyeral valuable Goods in the Houfe ; flie
was,not averfe to this Propofal,. but hefitating upon it,
(he faid, She jhould he taken up and han£d fir ihefdihe,
andjhat it inns impaj/ible for her to do it 'v:iihut--tlt
Ajftftance of feme others. Upon this Tracey nam'd the
two Brothers Thomas and fames Ali^iander, with wliohi
facTiaci been acquainted about a Year before; at'M
_ 5flr«,?! was gnqvaiW upoa'to confent, and all th'eaahr
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meeting together, they concerted their wicked Plot, and
put it in Execution as follows.
On Sunday the 3 8th of January, the Sunday htkre
the Murder was committed, ihe met with Tracey^ and
treated her with Coffee in her Mafter's Clumbers, for
he was out of Town, and there the whole of their Converfation run upon the robbing Mrs. Di{ncomb\ Chambers, which they agreed to do either that or the following Week. They pat their Defign in Execution upon Saturday Night, or Sunday Morning enfuing, which
happen'd to be upon the 4th of February aforefaid,
when being pretty late at Night, they all met according to Appointment, and Sarah got James Jkxatider^
the younger of the two Brothers, convey'd into the
Chambers, where he hid himfelf under a Bed till Mrs.
Duncomh, and her old and young Maid were all compofed to reft, and then about Two in the Motning, he
jDpen'd the Door and let in Mrs. I'racsy and Thomas Akxander into the Chambers, while Sarah Malcolm herfelf waited upon the Stairs to take Notice that no body
iliould come to interrupt them in their villainous Defign. She infilled Ihe knew nothing of any Defign of
Murder, and Ihe doubted, if they themfelves reaDy had
any fuch Intentions, but beHev'd that the Murders were
pccafion'd by fome of the People's awaking, and by
their Fear that a Noife might be made, and that they
might be taken in the Faft. This fhe apprehended was
the Reafon of their murd'ring the good old Lady Madam Duncomh, and her two Servants, Elizabeth HarriJan, and the young Maid Ann Price, who was but lately come into her Service ; and this they did in a very
barbarous manner, but cutting the Throat of the Maid
Ann Price from Ear to Ear, after Ihe had made no
fmall Struggle for her Life ; and by llrangling the old
Gentlewoman and her ancient Maid, who were both
fick, and could not make much Oppofition, with a
fmall Cord, and all the three they left dead upon their

pwn Beds in different Rooms.
.; .

Sara&

[305 ]
Sarah affirm'd, that flie knew nothing of all this till
about Two o'clock on Sunday Afternoon, when they
proceeded to tliis plund'ring and rifling the Houfe, out
of which, i^ ftie faid, they took to the Value of 300/.
in Money, beiides feveral other fmall Things, whicli
they divided between them that Night pretty equally,
under a Lamp in the Tenrple. I objefted to her that
there was not Time to divide fuch a Sum of Money
equally among four, and that under a Lamp, for they
mifht be difcover'd. Then flie alledg'd, that they had
made their Divifions in the Chambers, and came down
in Hafte, and threw above 50/. Value and the Tankard in her Lap, and then left her abruptly, without
telling her any Thing of the Murder, only tliat they
had gag'd all the the three, as had been formerly agreed
upon, before the Execution of their moll wicked Plot.
And this Account flie always perfifted in, tho' with a
fmall Variation. I told her, that her Guilt appear'd
from htr Own Confeffion, as flie was one of the principal Peifons in laying the Scheme to rob the Chambers, and as ihe introduced them to the Chamber, and
watched while they went in, vyith a Defign to gag
therh ; and 9.S (he was afterward a Partaker of the
Spoil ; but how to judge of the' other three unlucky
Perfons whom fhe blamed, and who was detained upon the fame Account, we know not, but muft refer
them to Divine Providence, which in moft Cafes brings
to Light fuch hidden Works of Darknefs. I endeavour'd what I could to bring her to a plain Confeffion of
her Sins, but 'ftie always deny'd that fhe was concern'd in aftually imbruing her Hands in the Blood of
thefe three innocent Perfons, alledging flill, that five
knew nothing of any previous Defign, nor any Thing
of the Murd'rers, till Sunday the 4th of February about
Two o'clock in the Afternoon.
She was a moft obdurate impenitent Sinner, and gave
no' reafonable Account what Communion Ihe was of,
having at firft declar'd herfelf of the Romtjh Communion. She was of a moft bold, daring, boifterous and
* ', :
"
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wilful Spii'it, void of all'Virtue, and the Grace of God,
vWiich occafion'd her to be fo far delerced of God, that
flie fell into thofe abominaijle and vile Crimes fat which
ihe defervedly fufFer'd.
As foon as ihe eiiter'd Nc-tvgate, fhe prov'd a true
Forefeer of her own Fate, by her immediately crying
cut, / am a dead WoiiianJ She was convey'd to the old
Condemn'd'Hole, as being the moft proper Place for fccuring her, and a Perfon was appointed to watch her,,
from an Apprehenfion that ilie intended to.take away
her own Life. Thefe Fears were occafion'd from htr
appearing to be exceedingly ill and out of order, her fick
Fits fucceeded by Vomitings of clotted Blood, and her
periiiling during thefe extraordinary AL's to take any
'J hing which might comfort, or even fupport Nature j
but Mr. Snowd, a Surgren,.zhir examining into her Cafe,
declar'd his Opinion, that her illnefs might be occafion'd
by a Preternatural Hurry of Spirits, and was not danig'rous. However ihe would fometimes fall into flrange
Agonies, rowling her Eyes, clinching her Hands, isV.
particularly once when a Gentleman who had been her
Mailer came to fee her, ihe fell into an extraordinary
Diforder, grafping the Keeper's Legs fo as fcarce to be
got from him; w len fhe came to herfelf all the Reafon
ihe affigned was, that ihe could not endure to fee any
cf her Acquaintance.
When fhe was inform'd that Mary Tracey and the two
Alexanders were feiz.'d, fhe appear'd pleafed, and fmil'd,
faying with a feeming Satisfaction, Jfialldie miv 'with
Fkafure f.nce the Murd'reri are taken. - When the Boys
and the Woman were fhewn to her that ihe might fee
whither they were the Perfons whom fhe accufed, fhe
immediately faid. Ay, tkefe are Perfons luho committed
the Murder ; and fa id to Mary Tracey, Tou knonu this to
be true, which fhe pronounc'd with a Boldnefs which
furpriz'd all the Spefiators. Then turning to her again,
fhe faid. So Mary, you fee 'what you ha've brought me too,
it is thro'you and the fwo Alexander'^ that lam hrxrugkt
to this Shame, and muft die for it, yon all fromijed mt
you
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•jtsu'vSettlPdii no Murder., but to my great Surprize, 1 found
tie' 'teiifrarf. •
.. . ; .
•Sorne'Centkraen wlio came to fee her: in the.Pre/J7ard, importuning ber to make a frank Difcovery. of
the Murdet, fhe anfwer'd with feme Heat, .Jfter 1
bdl'e been fonts Time laid in my Gra've it luiU he found
t«f. ' Some People of Fafnion afeing her, if (he was
fettled in her Mind, and refolv'd to make no farther
ConfeflioVi, .ftie faid, '^Ihat as Jhe moai not concerned hi
the Murdsit, fie hoped that God nvould accept her Life as
a Satisfaction for her manifold Sins.
;. . rj
On Sunday about Six o'Clock in the Afternoon, as
feme People were with her in her Room, ihe fell into
a grievous Agony, which lafted for fometime, with all
imaginable Signs of Terror and Fright; one of the
Keepers coming in faid, Sarah 'ixihais the Matter ?
'fVhat has happen'd to put you in this Diforder ; fne pretended it was occafion'd by her being told at Chapel
that flie was to be hang'd in Fleet-jireet, among all her
Acquaintance, which ftie faid gave her inexprefliblePain.
The Keeper repiy'd, Tm afraid Sarah that is not the
Truth, nvhen the Dead Warrant came do--wn 1 acquainted
you that you mjere to die there, fo it is not probable that
Jhouldfurprize you fo much noiv ; take my Ad-vice, make
a full ConfeJJion, and you'll find your Mind much eajier ;
to this (he faid not a Word.
When the Bell-man came into Newgate to give Notice to the Prifoners who were to die on Monday, fome
body called to Sarah Malcomb, and bid her mind what
he faid, fhe looking out of her Window, anfwer'd that
fhe did, and as foon as he had done, fhe faid, D''ye hear
Mr. Bellman, call for a Pint of Wine and III thro^ you
a Shilling to pay for it, which (he did accordingly.
• Sunda] Night, about Ten o'Clock (he called to CJ^'^OT^«W, one of the Prifoners who were to die the next Day,
and who was in a Cell over againft her Window, (he
bid hiin be of good Comfort, and alk'd him if fhe
flicra'd pray by him i he anfwer'd. Do Sarah, 'with all

iar Hearfsi upon which (he began to pray very fervent-
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ly, and continu'd to do f(5 for the bell: part of tlie
Wight, until all her Candles were burnt out, then flic
exhorted them not to go to fleep, but to pray to God
to forgive them their paft Offences; Tour Time, added
flie, is fhort as ivelt as mine, and I ivijh I 'were to ga
•vjithyou ; as to the ignominy of your Fate, let not that
trouble you, iione hut the Vulgar ivill reJleSl either on yuu
m- your Relations, good Fathers may haiie unhappy Children, and pious Children may ha^ve had univorthy Parents, neither are anfivsrable for the other 5 as to the
fuddennefs of our Death, conjider 'we ha=ve had Time ts
prepare for it, tvhereas many die fo fuddenly, as not to
ha'ue Time to callfor Mercy. Having finiih'd her Speech.
to thefe unhappy Companions, jlie Ihut her Window,
and laid herfelf down on her Bed.

^he following Letter was written hy the abovsr
mention'd Sarah Malcolm.
SIR,

m\

YO U can't biit know that Sadnefs is the Rack
of an Affliftion not to be exprefled, a Judgment
more prejudicial than the worft Revenge from
an Enemies Hand, it is like a venemous Worm, which
not only Confun>es the Body, but eats into the veiy
Soul; it is a Mouth that feeds on the very Marrow
and Vitals, a perpetual Executioner, torturing the
Soul, and exhauftmg her Spirits. So, Sir., if Con- "
ftience has touch'd you in the leaft, it muft certainly
leave Sadnefs on your Spirits; and as it behoves every
one at their laft Hour to die in Peace with God and the
World, I freely forgive you and all the World.
SARAH MALCOLX!^

JFd. z6, J733.
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On the Morning of her Execution before fhe was
carry'd out of Neivgate, flie appeared pretty ferene and
calm, reading in a Book j vvlien I went to her to affiil
her in her lail Moments, I found another Clergyman
with her, Mr. Piddington. I defir'd him to accompany
me to the Place of Execution, but this Requeft he
would by no means comply with ; before (he was put in
the Cart I pray'd for her, and ftie in appearance was
very ferious, and comply'd with the Devotion, yet (he
could not well compofe herfelf, but cry'd moft bitterly,
atidpour'd out a Flood of Tears all the Time. When
Prayers were well nigh over at the Tree, I a(ked if (he
would have a Pfalm fung, as they commonly defire, but
thi;i ihe refufed, and then as I was concluding the Prayer*,
and recommending lier Soul to Almighty God at the
Point of Death, (he fainted away, and was a good
whils before (lie recover'd. What I here deliver to Mr.
Appkbee to publilh is tiie Subftance of her own Words,
and folemn i)eclar,itions to me, upon the Sincerity (a»
Ihe at Iea(t pretended) of a dying Woman, and of one
who Wr.s iiniuediately to appear before, and anfwer at
the Tribunal of the great God. If there be any Thing
contradidlory, or what may feem difmgenious in this
Account, it is owing to the unhappy 'I'emper of this
vmfortunate Wretch, who often varied in her Declara*
tions concerning this barbarous Murder-; but this may
be depended upon, that I have here deliver'd nriy Sentiments as comprehenfive to the World as the Cafe of
this unfortunate Woman would pertnit me.
Jnfl? before -the Cart drew away (he look'd towards thft
Temple, and cry'd out. Oh, my Majier! my Majier J-'i
ivifti J could.fee him; and then looking up to Heaven often cryed. Lord ha<ve Mercy upon me, Chri/i haw Mt^cy.
upon me. Lord nceive my Spirit, and then the Cart withdrew. •
'
• '•
''
_ '
She was executed on a Gibbet erefted over-againiV
Mfre-Cenrt'in'.Fkft-Jireet, on Monday the 5 th of hlarcV
J733•
'
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P>e_ Behaviour and Confeffion of William
; ^ yordon the Highwayman, who wm • con,J'ejnnd for robbing Mr. Francis Peters ah
V Attorney of the Temple on the Highway.
HE was about Forty-fix Years of Age, bom of
1,,^ h°"fft Parents in the Biflioprick of Burham. and
had a good Education. When of Age he was put ApfrT^th V ^"t''' H ^"'"^ °"^^'^ Time honeftly
and with Approbation, afterwards he follow'd the BufiS Wr>,[f *"' ^\^ married a Wife by whom he
«nV?pr^r''?"•. Then he came to Z^i and fet
Where he alfo kept an Ale-houfe; in this Way of Life
he yintained h.mfelf and Family toler.bly well, and
for fome Tmie his Charafler was very good i^ the
Neighbourhood ; but he at laft growing Veary of clofe

2v IT" V? YT^'' ''' '°°' '"-'^^'f *° 'he High!

Zl^if n
u ^^ ''^P' °" ^^'' bufinefs, he never fail'd
HH M
"''T"' °" '^^ ^°'^^' fi" ^' laft he loft his
h^r r^/7-t' '"i ""'* ^" ^°"^ft P^°P'« bore nothingb«t the Charaaer of a Highwayman, fo that everf
rndadSi "''!''*,'^« was taken up upon Sufpicion.
Te conviaed '" ^"'^'"^ "2""^ °*"'' ^"'^ ''f -Coupon this he got his Freedom, and went to £-ela>,d

Il>

femourin^'h^'w ^'•^ he contraaed with one who waf
J^r\'? ?»« Way, with whom he paft his Time a
fol /w"'']'l'^'"e'^°"'' ^"-J then fhey came Tver

W.v •Ir '•/"'^ ^f ""^ '''^ «°ft "«'=«i Peribns in their
K^d6m" S? P."^'"'' Contributions of any in the
^enf^PV^"" Companion being taken up.'he commencd Evidence agamft another Man who was executed, .
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ted, by which Means he gain'd his Liberty. But foon
after, Mr. Gordon and he enquiring about a Stage Coach
betimes in the Morning, they were both taken up upon Sufpicion of being Highwaymen, and the one met
with Punifhment for his Crimes, but no Evidence appearing againft Mr. Gordon in Middkfex, he was carry'd
down by a Habeas Corpus to Chelmsford in Effix, where
he was indifted for robbing upon the Highway fonae
Gentlemen, and the Clerk of the Fijhmongers Company 5
feveral of thefe Gentlemen fwore to him, that they
believ'd him to be one of the Men who robb'd them,
yet two or three Coaches full of Evidences going down
from London to Chelmsford, gave fuch Tokens of his being at Dublin at the 'lime the faid Robbery was committed, by producing of Letters, and fliewing Seals,
which none there ptefent could contradift, that he
Jury thought themfelves oblig'd to acquit him, becaufe
whatever they might believe of him, yet thefe Evidences created fuch a Confufion and Perplexities in the hifiir, that they judged it beft to let him pafs. After
this he ftiil profecuted his unlawful and wicked Praftiqe
•of going on the Highway, only, as he told me fmee
that 7ime, (being about three Years ago) he went to
Ireland, and liv'd in and about Dublin for eight Months,
there a certain Friend ofFer'd him a large Sum of Money
to fet up Farming or Grazing in the North of Epgiaitd,
but he liking his old Trade belt, came again to his owh
•Country, and defpifcd fuch an OiFer. As to the rob• bing Mr. Peters he did not deny it, only in Aikvlation
he faid, that he was extremely in Liquor, which wa^
all his Excufe. It was allecig'd that he never male-treated any Body, ^t he and his Companion attacking a
•Gefitleman~who not being willing to be robb'd, gave
his Companion a Blow with his Whip, Gordon in Vindication of his Partner, fliot at the Gentleman, who
holding up his Arm to avoid the Blow from his Head,
was fliot thro' the Arm ; by this Time the other Man
recov'ring from the Confufionlie was in,: held; out a Piftol'and fvvore that he would Ih^t the Geatlemtn thro'
the
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the Head, which he had certainly done, had not Gordon
held out another cock'd PiftoJ. and fwore to him again,
that if he fhot he would Ihoot him thro' the Head,
iince the Gentleman had fuffer'd too much already, having been fljot thro' the Arm. The faid Gentleman
would not appear againft Mr. Gordon, becaufe altiio' he
had done him a great Injury, yet in another Refpeft he
certainly fav'd his Life. They took from the faid
Gentleman and his Sifter about ij /; and Gordon faid to
him. Sir, 1 am'Very firry that TJhot you, but'tiuasyour"
e^jn Fault, and fo wiih'd him well to London.
Once he ofEr'd to go to fome Country Market wirfi
a certain Friend, or Acquaintance, who faid he fliould
be glad of his Company, if he could pafs any Coach or
Gentleman on the Road without attacking them, Mr.
Gordon gave fair Promifes, as having neither Sword nor
Pillol, or any other Weapon; yet as they were riding
on their Way, Mr. Gordon efpying a Gentleman's Coach
fakJ, What a Pity, there's a Coach txihere J may have
Plenty of Money ; he v/ou!d not be hind'red by his Fellow Iraveller, but rode up to the Coach fingle as he
was, where he found about the Coach three or four
Footmen with Blunderbufles j he cali'd to one of the
Footmen, Pray good Friend, delinier this Letter to a Friend
cf mine at London, and with that he gave him a Letter,
and Money for a Pot of Beer ,- in the mean Time his
Eye was fix'd upon the Coach, and the Horfe, as he ufed
to do, went to the Coach Door, where Gordon obferving
the Muzzle oi a Blunderbufs Handing up, he laid Hold
en it, and prefented it to the Gentlemen in the Coach,
and defir'd them to call out to all their Servants not to
flioot at him, otherwife they were all inftantly dead
Men. Accordingly the Gentlemen cry'd aloud to their
Servants not to fhoot J then Mt. Ger^n bid them deliiter, whereupon they gave him a Purfe of 35 Guinea^,
upon which he rode off apace, and at a little Diftance
mot the Blunderbufs in the Air, and then threw it
away ; then coming up to his Companion he faid. Set
'what PjUzt (ihewiBg him the VmhcfOo^)'}have got
h/^-fiopping hut a few Minutes in the Road.
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It happen'dat an Inn in the City of Exeter, that amixed Company, in which IVIr. Gordon made one, was
got into an ordinaiy Strain of Country Converfation,
•viz.. Robberies, Setts on the Road,,and,fuch like, many
Stories were related by the feveral Parties prefent, and
among the reft a jolly Farmer obferv'd, that it was rather Cowardice in tliofe who were attacked than any
Courage in Highwaymen, that made fuch IMultitudcs
lofe their Money. 1 was never (fays he) attack'd but
once in my Life, and then I got the better of the Highwayman, and forc'd him to iheer oiF without his Booty,
and could do fo again if a Chance Ihould happen; I
warrant my Money fafe enough vi-ith only this Oaken
Cudgel in my Hand, in fpitc of the brifkeft Highwayman in England. The Company were diverted, but
however Mr. Gordon was piqn'd, and therefore could
not help putting in a Word, Sir, (quoth he to the Farmer) notxijithfianding all you ha've been faying, many
brave Men ha've been robbii. Not one, (reply'd the Farmer) I defy the fiouteji of them, and luould be glxd to
meet the b eft of them in a proper Place. Would you fo,
fays Mr. Gordon, Well I.proteft you re a Man of MettJtt
yet Iivifhyou get fafe Home ^without meeting a CoUeSlor,
By t<his Time it grew late, and the Farmer call'd for
his Horfe; as foon as he was got a little Way iAt.Gordon mounted his, and jogging on flowly in Sight of the
Fai-mer, at laft perceiving a proper Place, he clapped
Spurs to his Mare, and came up with him, fo putting
the ufual Queftion at once. Deliver, the Farmer up with
his Stick and had like to have knocked him off, then
they alighted and went cooly to Cudgels, till the Far^
mer being foundly buffeted gave out, and parted with
his Money, and when ivlr. Gordon was mounted. Farmer fays he. When you fee your Friends at Exeter next,
tell them you have not only been robb'd, but lAieU druWd
into the Bargain.
• As this Story proves, Mr. Gordon was not deficient in
Point of-Bravery, fo another which I have heard oJf

\am, -a»d that; too well ftiferted, is fitStcient to prove he
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was not cruel or delightlBjT'^n' Blood, which too 4fen
happens in Men of his inftmioue-Profeilion. -Tbe^Tbiflg
happeti'd thus ;
• ; .'w*^
0n the fi^A' Road Mr. G.WOT ftopt a Coach fiiIl;of
Paflengers', and while he was examining ibnie of them,
a Gentleman wlio fat near the Window clapp'd a Piftol to his Sreaft, which mifled Fire, whereupon Mr.
Gordon addrcifing himicif to the Gentleman faid. Sir,
miju your Per fan, and iv hat ever you ha've about you is in
my Potver. It is true (anfwer'd the Paflenger) butycu'II
have -po gre/it Booty, for I hrjve but 6 s. and neither
Watch nor Riig. Il'ell Sir, [c^aoth Gordm) ycujhallfie
ho'W much Honour there is in a liighivayman, give me
that Pijlol nvhich miffed me, and that other ivhich lies by
pu in the Coach Seat; whicli beirg done. Come, (fays
Jit;) yofi/hal! fee ivhat thev ivill do in my Hands ; upon
which he f.rcd them one after another in the .Air, tlien
turning to the Gentleman, who under a good deal of
Confternaticn waited his Fate. Js to your 6 s. fays he,
that Sir ivill do me little good, and may jer've to bear your
Expences on the Read, and as to killing or ixounding a
hrai'e Man, that 1 defpife; fo at prefent I ha've nothing
wore to fay, than tc loiftiyou a good Journey.
Among tlic other Adventures of Mr. Gordon which
have come to my Knowledge, I think there are only
two which are worthy of mention. A farrier who
once liv'd in Long-Acre, going down into the Countr}-,
was robb'd by IVlr. Gordon on Hounf.ovj-Heath oij[.j s.
and that he might not purfue him, he turn'd his Horfe
loofe. A confiderable Time after Mr. Gordon brought
his Mare to be fhoed and rowelled to the fame Furrier\
Shop in Lang-Acre, and while that was doing, away
went the Horfe-Doftor and Gordon to the Tavern,
where having drank half a Pint, Mr. Gm-don paid for it,
and at the fame Time for what was done to his Mare,
adding, NO"M Dc£lor, you and J are even. No t/je arst,
fays the Farrier, by 4:7 s.you borrowed of me. BarrovJ'd
rfyou, fays Cordon, ivhere? Why, fays the Farrier,
Call for « Pint, if I prove it you Jhallpay, if not Invill.
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The Pint being brought, /// tell you, fays the Furrier,
4t^ircnmliance that •Kill bring it hack to your Memory
^refently ; yo:i borronjjed it a little on this Side Hounflow,
and my Horje rrot loofe a little after, aitd had much ado to
catch him. Gordon then recolleftcd the Robbery, and'
with a Smils anfwer'd, Jy, ay, if it 'was fo, there's
your 47 s. DoHor, and tnany Thanks to you; fo they
parted both vtry well fatislicd.
I. Sometime ago Mr. Gordon kept a, Pablick Houfe, and
'tis faid a Grazier lodging there one Night, and drinkjjig pretty plentifully, was Fool enough to let his I.andbrd know he Jiad rcceiv'd 300 /. Early in the Mornijig the Gratia- fet out, but juft as he got on EppingForrefi, Mr. Gordon got up with him, and wth few
Words eafed him of the full Sum, fuppofmg that the
Man had no Knowledge of him, being drunk the Night
before, and fpurring his Horfe pretty tightly, got back
in a Trice, and went to Bed in an Hours Time j in
comes the Grazier, and calls for his I^andlord, Sir, fays
the l^apfter, he's afleef; Wake him then, fays the Grazier, for Imuft fpeak <with him. When he come down
and was got into a private Room, Mr. Gordon, quoth
the Grazier, I muft beg you to let me have that 300 1.
again, for really 1 can't fpare it. Can't you Sir, fays
Gordon, Well then there it is, but I can tell you 'tis luell
m/ BrewefV Clerk did not come before you, if he had, I
don't kuovo ho-iv you'dfcaped.
The fame Spirit attended him after his Confinement,
and after Condemnation, but he flatter'd himfelf too
much with vain Hopes, which oonfjdering the Noife
thefe and fome other Affairs had made, were certainly
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The Copy of Mr, Gordon'j Letter to his Son.'
Dear ChiM,
* A ^ ^ Misfortunes which my own Follies and in' f\, corrigible Vices have drawn upon me, will the'
' contrary to all Reafon, refleft on you in all Probabi* lity, fo it is but juft that I Ihould make this unfor' tunate Death of fome Uie to you, by making it in' force my Directions. Remember therefore what I ad' vife you to as a Father, and remember that your Fa' ther died Ihamefully for not keeping to the Pradlice of
' them himfelf.
'Keep conftantly to your Duty as a Chriftian, apply
* yourfelf earneftly to God for Grace, who is ever
' ready to hear thofe who call unfeignedly on his holy
' Name; flip no Opportunity of publick Prayer, but
' be ever ready to hear Sermons, and wherever you can
' be fure of hearing your Duty explain'd and recomend' ed, fo fliall you be out of the Road of Temptation,
' and avoiding the Paths of Sin, remain unacquainted
* with Shame. Piety will not only reward thee with
' an eternal Crown hereafter, but will alfo preferve thee
' from all Danger here. Serve God therefore, and love
' thy Neighbour, nor doubt that he will raife thee in his
' appointed Seafon, and that they ftiall honour and re' fpe6l thee.
' Honefty is a Rule from which you muil not part,
*«ither for the fal|e.-.of attaining Riches, or avoiding
* little InconvenietiS^i*^eck: yourfelf in the fmalleft
* Tranlgreffion of this kind, andvthink how fatal this
' Negleft has been in me. If .you are careful and in' duftrious. Providence will provide Means for your Sub' Hftance, therefore live in a manner fuitable to your
''*"f'^ Circumilances, and avoid fuch idle Pleafares as bring
' on
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-on Neceffity, and force Men on ill Ways of getting
Money to obtain them.
' Avoid of all Things evil CoEipany, as the Cirtiin
Path to Ruin, and the inevitable Caufe oi Sorrow and
Misfortune j what Satisfaftion can yo;i think to find
in drinking among a Crowd of Wretches who rnr.kcs
' themfelves Eeaih for want of Ccnverfation, or whzz
Happinefs can yo,i have in corverfir.g with lewd Peo• pie ? Fly then from fuch Debaucheries, leave no Room
' for the Enemy of Sou's to enter ; Nature is too cor' rupt to be trufted, and as you woi;ld fhun my Fate,
' follow not my Example.
' Yoa fee in me to v/hat Vice and a finful Courfe of
' Life bring Men i if therefore the Advices of Chriftian
' Minifters, and your own Rcafon fhould be too v.'eal:
' to retain your Duty, and to keep you frcm breaking
' the Ordinances of God, and tlie Laws of the Land, let
' the Memory of my Calamity affright you, you cau' not but pity and commiferato my fad Condition, tho'
' your Compaffion be vain and fraitlefs. Continue
' however to cherirti the fame Tcndernefs for yourfelf,
' and let Fear fupply all other Defefts, and hinder you
' from falling. Tremble at the Thoughts of PuniOi' incnt, and then you will never do what may make
' you feel it.
' Nature a few Months ago took away your Mother^
' the Lav/ will this Day deprive you of a Father, you
' have now no Parent, but the Parent of all Things, '
' on whom you ought to rely with Confidence,'that
' his Favour may nfever Ibrfake you. Unto his graci' ous Proteftion I commend you in thefe my laft M )' ment% and I pray that he may give j'oa Power to live
' according as he hath taught and comjo^nded. Having
' fulfilled tills my laft Aft of Duty towards you, I bid
' vou an everlafting Adieu.

Voi,.IL

Fj-smyour affeBlonate,
: Ihmgh difionjolate Father,
W'lhhiMi GORDON.
O "
While

li!;-
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While under Sentence he behav'd-always very decently and gravely, and with an Appearance of a real
Repentance, only that he lov'd Company a little too
much, when any Freedom was given him, and in Evidence of his Sincerity, he rcceiv'd the Bleiled Sacrament twice, once when he was at firft under Sentence,
and again that Morning he was executed, in Company
with two other of his Fellow Sufferers ; but no fooner
had he receiv'd this Blefi'ed Viaticum in Pledge of eternal Life, but going down Stairs,, and being convey'd
into his own Cell, "he immediately cut his Throat with
a Razor, which had been privately given him. In
two Minutes one of the Keepers going in after him,
found him all over bloody; then he took him out to a
Room in the Prefs-yard, and there being by Accident
two Surgeons within the Gaol, one of them fow'd up
his Throat, and put him in a Condition of Recovery,
and living to have the Sentence of Death executed upon him according to Law. He deny'd-to another Reverend Clergyman and me, that he had any Defign of
murd'ring himfelf, but that he only by Accident cut
his Throat a little as he was cutting away his Stock
Vvfhich was too fall tied. This does not feem a credible Excufe, and I leave it to every Man to judge of the
Penitence of one guilty of fuch a horrid Crime as his
Judgment of Difcreation and Charity direfts him.
He was executed at Tyburn on iVednefday the 25 th '
of Jprillj'i'3,.

ni
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I'he Confeffion and dying Words of William
Brown and Jofeph Whitlock, for robbingthe Houfe of Colonel Dcs Romaines, Efq;
at Paddington, to the Value of i6i 1. 6 s.
IL L I AM Brown was about zg Years of Age,
born in th& Weft Country, of honeil Parents,
gave him a good Education; he was put to no
Trade, but was fettled by his bather in a Farm, which
he foon quitted, and having met with fomc Difappointment in Marriage, he came to London, where by Advice
•of his Friends he became a Poulterer, and marry'd a
Wife, with wliom he liv'd ibme Time in Holhorn, and
then he remov'd to Paddington, where the beft People
of the Place, particularly Colonel Des Romaine, encourag'd him j and in this Way he maintain'd his Family
very well, till falling in with bad Company, he was
brought to fpecdy Deftruftion.
He left Paddington
after he had abandon'd himfelf to a loofe Life, and went
to the other Side of the Water, where his Companions
refided, and with them he commenc'd Thief, fcarce
minding Bufinefs at all, unlefs for a Pretence, that h«
might not be fufpefted. He confefled that he was
concern'd in a great Number of Highway Robberies,
Houfe-breakings, and Thefts, both before and fince he
left Paddington, in Company with Whitlock, and Wil'
liam 'Jobnfon. He acknowledg'd the robbing of Colonel Des Romaine^ as was fworn againft him, and that
they, treated the Colonel and his Maid moft cruelly and
barbarouily, tho' that Gentleman had always been very
civil and kind to him. He own'd he waited in the
Entry while the others went up and rifled the Houfe.
In the beginning of OBober, they committed feveral
Robberies about Edgware, and afterwards in Surry,
O z
after

after which they were taking up, and brought to their
defery'd and condign Puniihnient. He was not fo frank
in his Confeff.ons as Whithck, yet at Lift he own'd a
Robber}' for which others were blam'd. He confcfled
he had been difobedient to his Parents^ a Breaker of the
Lord's-Day, a Negkdkr of Ordinance?, a Lover of vile
Company, and too much addiftcd to drinking, for
which and other Vices God in Juftice afHifted Jiim. He
behav'd well while under Sentence, and often wept,
that he truly repented of all his Sins, and was in Peace
-with all the World.

The ConfeJJion of William Brov/n.

M

TH E firll Faft that I ever committed was in
Company with Jofcph Whithck, on the Ri/rnford
Ro^d, where we itop'd a. Higkr, and rcbb'd him
-of about foV-ty or fifty Shillings, then we came to Town
the fame Night and ftiarM the Money, and fo parted,
t-iid we went Home to our Lodgings. After that, wanting Money to buy us Pifiols we went out again, and
robb'd one they call Dame Holland, about a Mile beyond Dulwich, of about forty or fifty Shillings; tlien
we furnifti'd ourfelves with Piftols. After this Robbery
Whithck and I made an Agreement to go and fee his
Friends u'liich liv'd not far Irom Salisbury; and in the
Evening I and Whithck knock'd at a Man's Door, no
body being there but himfelf, a Man Servant, and
a Maid Servant, whom we ty''d by their Hands, and
then rifled the Hoafe to the Value of about 20 /. The
i'ame Evening we went to another Houfe not far from
that which we robb'd belbre, where we thought there
w.is a great deal of Money ; we knock'd at the Door
after the fame manner as we did before, we took from
that Houfe to the Value of about three Guineas, and
fome fmall matter in Silver, where we bound all the
• whole Family except two fmall Children ; from each
'' 'Hoafe we took a Gmi ia^oiderfo£,ourDefencs,,fcr;fear
-jU'smsD -i^in noilw bns ,h.7.^H ;ui nl lofli^ .6 rijfw of
«'£J2
- ".

ji'lp
of teing purfu'd ; but being not purfu'd, v;e hid ther.-»
in a Tree within a few Mi]es of Winchejle>\ where we
did defign to get Poll: Horfes in order to come for London^ but could not, fo W'e were obli^'d to walk it.
When we came to London, Whit lock brought me into
Company with one Mitchel; not long after we had been
acquainted we confulted together ro rob Mr. Jerock the
King's yenveller, after the following manner, <viz. oi;e
of us was to ring at the Door, which was done accordingly, when the Gardiner came and ask'd him what he
wanted ? He reply'd, and ask'd. If Madam T)ehd.xi tvas
there, and the Gardiner made anfwer, She ivas gone ;
fo finding we could not get in, one of them faid, it is
very hard we fhould go Home without any Thing; with ,
that I reply'd, here is one Colonel Des Romaincs, whom
I ufed to ferve with- Fowls and Rabbits, we will go and
knock at his Door r with that we all went to the Qoloncl's Houfc, and one of us knock'd at the TOocr, at
which the Colonel came to it himfelf, on his opening
the Door we thruft in, and at the fame Time one of us
knock'd down the Colonel witii a Cutlafh, and fwore
if he did not deliver his Money he would murder him j
with that the Colonel faid he had no Money in tlie
Houfe ; Whithck all the Time ftood over him with a
Piftol to his Head. The Colonel making fome Refiftance 1 came in, and pull'd him by one of his Leg",.
and fl-.:ng him upon his Back Side, and then pat my •
Hand in his Pocket and took from him his Gold Watch,
and about i6.f. in Silver; after this one of us took
him by the Collar, and Whithck follow'd him with his.
Piftol, and led him to a back Room where the Maid .
was, in order to light a Candle, and there we demanded his Keys; the Colonel reply'd, Iivilljiieivyou e'V^ry
Thing in the Hiufe, for f .id he, Gcutkmen, I affure yn
1 ha-ve no M^nei, fa>ve 7ny Life I beg of you, andnxkat
Plate I hanie in the Houfe you Jhall ha've. Upon which,
one of us took the Colonel by the Collar, and led him
up Stairs, at the fame Time Whitbck follow'd him clofc
with a Piflol in his Hand, and when they came up
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Stairs the Colonel fhow'd us where the Plate lay, which
we took, and made the Colonel go down Stairs, and
then we put him in the back Room with his Maid,
. where fhe was ty'dand confin'd all theTime theRobbery
was committing ; after we had ty'd the Colonel we
went and rifled the Houfe of wearing Apparel, Linnen,
is'c. ^ays Mitchel, lama dry, F11 fee if there's any
Liquor in the Houfe, with that he went into the Cellar,
and brought up four or five Pints of Wine, which we
drank up ; fays Mitchell, The Colonel keeps but a foot
Houfe, for he has neither Beer nor Brandy in it, only a
Glafs of Wine. After this, Whitlock faid he was a hungry, upon which MVcZ-e/reply'd, Ikno~M the Houfe no-ia
t^ery ivell, fo I'll go and fee if the Colonel has got any
ViSiuals; with that he went down Stairs, and brought
up two or three R.ibs of Mutton and fome Butter,
which we all eat part of; after we had dene eathig we
took a Glafs or two of Wine, and then pack'd up the
Cloaths, and all let down in the Paflage, for about two
or three Hours, then left the Houfe and made the beil
of our Way for London; when we came near the Town
we went towards Ifli-ngton, and jufl; by Black-Maif sHole we parted, two one Way, and two another. I
aflc'd Whitlock how we fhould difpofe of the Goods ?
AfZ/f/if//reply'd, I knew njery ixell hovj to difpofe of the
Cloaths, Watch and Plate, which we did the Day after
the Robbery, meeting together at the HandznA Flozier
the other Side the Water, when v/e agreed together to
fell the Plate and Watch to one Mr. Baddenham in the
Old-Bailey, Mitchel faying, He kneiv him 'very 'well, for
he had dealt luith him forfe'veral Things before.
I defire all Perfons (efpecially all young Men) to take
Warning by my ignominious Death, and I hope God
will give you Grace (more than I have had) to avoid
bad Company, for that has been my utter Ruin. I
hope all good Chriftians will not refled: on my unfortu^
nate Wife and four fmall Children, for flie was unfenfible of my Way of Life j for I always told her feveral
different Stories how I got the Money, and if I had
taken
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taken her Advice, I had never brought rayfelf to this
untimely End. I die in Charity with all the World,
and the Lord have Mercy on my poor Soul.

The Confejfion of Jofeph Whitlock who was
conviSied for being concerned in the beforementioned Robbery.
JOSEPH Whitlock was about 27 Years of Age,
born of honeft Parents in the Country, who put
him to a Farrier in the Country, to which Trade he
ferv'd about four Years; afterwards he marry'd, and
liv'd by his Bufinefs, in which he might have fucceeded very well, but bad Company was his Ruin. He
own'd his committing of many Robberies and Burglaries, in Company with Brsivti and their Aflbciates,
with feveral other V^illainies, particularly the Robbery
and barbarous Ufage of Colonel Des Romahie and his
Maid, and the robbing a Man in Surry, from whom
among other Things |they took a fraall Cafe of Brandy,
with which they were fo intoxicated, that taking the
River at Kingfton, three of them were taken at Putney
faft afleep in a Boat. He feem'd to be a young Man
of goodUnderftanding, tho' wholly corrupted with vicious Difpofitions and Praftices. Under Sentence his
Carriage was civil and modell; he was penitent, hop'd
for Salvation thro' the Mercy of God in Chrill, and
died in Peace with all Mankind.,

m^

m
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tUefoUo^hj^ Account Whitlock defired might
be made Publkk.
W A S born in Wiltpire, put Apprentice to a Smith
and Farrier in Salisbury, where I ferv'd my Mailer
four Vears ; after which I went away from him, by
ileafan of a young Woman I kept Company with,%vbom I left behind me and came to London ; being dcHitute cf all Friends, but got into Bufinefs in a very
little Time, and ccntinu'd therein for near five Years,
being well refpe&ed by all my Acquaintance ; after the
five Years was expir'd I marry'd my prefent Wife, who
then lived nt Lambeth, where I fettled, and by whom I
have had five Children, t",'o whereof are now living ;
we liv'd together for near fx Years well refpffted, but
being acquainted v/ith Jofeph Adciifon a Barber, who
jiv'd at Lambeth, and ufually drinking with him at one
/f_
n'-i, wlio kept the Bell Ale-houfe there, I was
drawn in by him freauecriy to drink and lo-fe my Time;
which was tlic tirft bringing rac to my uniiappy Misfor^
tanes, which began about two Years and half ago, when
inyfelf, Addifon, and others {thro' Addifori'i Perfiiafioii} vvent to tjie Biftiop of Canterbiirfi Palace anJ
ftole fix Gttic, which we carry'd to W
n\ the next
Day, wliere we had one dreiTed that Night for Supper,
and Siared the other five among us, of which W——n
had a Part.
The next Thing I committed thro' Addifon's Inftigation was, he ivearing I had a Brother who liv'd in
Church-Lane in Rag-Fair, worth a great deal of Money, upon wiiich ho perfaaded me to rob him, which
I did accordingly, and at feveral Times took from him
near 150/. which I did in the following manner; beii5g well lelpeded by my Brother, I ufed every Sunday
to
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to go and fee him, and under Pretence of bruliing my
Cloaths m the Shop, I lean'd over the Counter and
puU'd out the Drswers, from whence I took the
Money'." "•. ." '
Another Time being of a Sunday, I went over as
nfual, and miffing the Money in the Drawers, (my Brother being in the Kitchen) and there being a Prefs Bed
in the Shop wherein he ufcd to lie, I took his Breeches
from off the Teafter of the Bed, and took from thence
a Purfe, wherein was about tA'enty-iive Guineas, and
in one of the Pockets about ten Penny worth of Half]3cnce, which I put into the Purfe, and carr)'d it direilly to Addifin'i, and told him what I had done ; while
he was (having me in the Shop I faw my Brother pafs
by, and knovving myfelf guilty, I went up into Jddifon's, Room, and ftaid there till I heard by him he was
gone paft, and then I went to W
K'S Houfe, and
fat drinking there the befl Part of that Night.
The next Day myfelf and Jddifon went into the
Country and ftaid till about two o'Clock the next Morning before we came Home, where my Brother and another waited for me, and brought me over the Water,
cJiarging me with robbing him, which I ftifly deny'd ;
and having an Opportunity I ty'd fome of the Money
which 1 had left in the Tail of my Shirt, and put about
five Guineas in my Shoes, which upon fcarching me
they found ; but not pulling off ray Breeches tliey did
not find the Remainder ; after threat'ning me they left
me in the lioufe, and I got away and went to my Companions at '?'
«'s Houfe, and told them all th;it
iiappen'd, and wliat Money I had fsv'd, then we fell
to drinking, but I was inform'd by TV?;, that my
Brother had been there to mak.e an Enquiry how I
liv'd ; J'^''
?i toM l-.im that I was his Follov/er, (he
being a Bit-.l^J') and by that means gota great deal of
Money, bcfidts what t got by my own Biifmefs, of a
Fa}y'tcr- '

Ejt one i^ime in Particular (nry Brother being a
Q^v^p^^dk)^Addifon and the ether perfuaded ilie to go
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sHif fc^'lii'm,'which I did in the following manner,
AdJiJoti, myfelf and the other, went from W
iii
Houfe while my Brother was at Church, 1" opeu'd the
Door, they ftanding by to watch, and I robb'd him of
fifty Guineas, a Silver Watch and a Ring, and came
out again and fock'd the Street Door undifcover'd.
The Money being fpent, Jddifon propofed the robbing of one Mr. Moore v/ho liv'd at Lambeth, a Gentleman, he faid, who was v»'orth feme thoufand Pounds,
which would be the making of us, but wanting Money
10 buy Materials for fuch an Enterprize, W
n ad •
vanc'd the Money, at the fame Time telling us, he was
indebted xo MM Bre-^er \zo I. and tliat he muilhave
iuch a Sum if they fucceed, which Addifon promifed he
fhould, and 100 /. more to it; we thereupon (that is
myfeh*", A-Uifon, and the other) went into MoimouthJlreet and provided ourfelves with Banyans, Mafks and
Piliols, and proceeded to commit the Robbery in the
following manner ; there being an outer Gate, we eafiJy drew back the Spring Lock, when Addifon and the
other went to the inner Door, I being pofted at the
outer Gate, where was a Bell, which I rung, the Maid
came to the Door, there being a Grate to look thro',
and alk'd. Who ivas at the Gate ? I alk'd 'her v.'hethcr
Mr. Moore was within ? and told her I had a Letter for
him, on which Ihe open'd the Door, and Jddifon and
the other feized her ; 1 follow'd them and went into
the Houfe, where we found an old Woman, who begg'd
of us not to murder her, but take all fhe had ; we
aflc'd for the Gentleman, and were told that he was in
his Study up Stairs, on which I took a Candle, and
was going up to him, but on the Maid's crying out, he
having heard her as I fuppofe, I met him on the Stairs,
•and holding the Candle to fee if he had any Fire Arms,
ferae how he Ihook the Candle out of my Hand, and
the other Perfon at the fame Time letting the Maid go,
fhe got open the Door and ran out, crying Murder,
Thieves, and Fire ; when the other Perfon went after
her with a Pretence of catching her, but never retum'd;
on
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on wiiicK we made onr Efcape without doing any Thing,
About two or tliree Days afterwards we were taken up
on Sufpicion, and carry'd before Juftice Kent, who committed us to the New Goal in Surry, on a ftrong Sufpicion of having intended to commit the faid Robbery.
When W
n fearing it would com.e out, and that f,e
fnould be charg'd therewith, he went to the faid Mr.
Kent and m.ade a Confeflion, which not being fufiicient,
Addifon was admitted an Evidence ; but before the Affizes came on, I with two others made our Efcape out
of the faid Goal and went to France, where I flaid about feven Da.ys, and then return'd to London, and from
thence to Briftol, where I work'd about fix Weeks; but
not being ea(y I came up to London again,- and ftaid
fome Time ; then I vvent down to Exeter, where I
work'd fome Time ; but not yet being eafy, I came to
a Place called Hivdon near Salisbury, where I v/orked
about a Quarter of a Year; but there being a Robbery
committed, and it being known that I had efcaped out
of Goal, I was talien up on Sufpicion, but nothing appearing againll me, I was detain'd on Account only of
breaking the Goal, and was brought up to my old Confinement, in order to take my Trial ^t Kin-rpon AlHzes, where I was acquitted ; and there I became acquainted v/ith Brown and Mite he/; and Broivn liking
my Converfation, fent to Lamheth to fpeak with me at
his Houfe at Paddinglon, where we confulted to rob the
King's Je-iveller, who had a Houfe there ; but being
difappoiuted there, we went to the Houfe of Colonel
Des Romaine, when Broivn open'd the Gate and knocking at the Door, the Colonel came to it, whom we
robb'd of a Watch, Plate and Linnen of Value ; after
we came into the Houfe we ty'd the Colonel, and blindfolded him at the feme Tiine, he faid, If ymi'lluntie me
I'll open the Locks myfelf, and accordingly he went up
Stairs and did fo ; then we brought him down again
and ty'd liim by the fi'Iaid, and afterwards we rilled the
Houii.', and went from .thence about three .o'Clock in
the Morning. Sojne Days after which, we fwith. I'Ut'• O 6
'
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thel) went on the Effex Road, and committed kxtrA
Robberies near- Grays, when we had robb*d the Perfons we ty'd them, and carry'd them into- a Field together.
Another Time we waited for fome Butchers coming
from Rvmfard Market, where we ftop'd a Butcher and
his Wife on Horfeback, the IVIan faid he had no Money, on which Mitchel&ruck the Woman with a Stick
on the Head, by which Blow flie fell from theHorfe,
nnd I catch'd her in my Arms; we robb'd them of a
fmall Matter, and afterwards ty'd thern together with
Cords, for which we were purfii'd, but cfcaped.
Some Time after this, Broiun and myfelf, met at
yohnjloti's Houfe near Shoreditch, (who was executed
with me for Murder) and went on the Edgiuare Roadj
and juft by Edg--u;are near the Wind-mill, we met with
one Partridge a Farmer, on Horfeback, about eighJ
o'clock at Night, whom we difmounted, and mada
him go over a Gate into a Field, and from thence into another, where we robb'd him of 35 s. a great Coat,
• a Hat with a black Edge, and a mourning Hatband ;
we cut the Girths of the Saddle,, and I threw the Saddle over the Gate ; we alked him whether he had been
I'.t London ? and he told us no, he had only been to
make an Agreement with his Landlord about a Farm.
V/e afked him further, whether he was a monied Man ?
he re ply'd. No, he wanted Money as much as we did.This Robbery we committed about the beginning of
O.fyl-er, the Day I cannot remember,, but 1 believe if
wiis the 8ch.
• ;.
• From thence we went to London, and hrct: the next>
.Day at the Rid-Iyon on 7owcrHil!, in order to fell thc>
great Coat and Hat, and from thence \vc went to Raz-

After

After this we went on the Surry Road, and oi^tnniii:tcdfcveral Robberies, one of which was on a'Gentleman who -liv'd at Kingjlon, which was the lafl before
we were taken •, for liaving been much fatigued that
Day, and it being late, we came down to the WaterSide, and got into a Boat on the Thames, and thinking
ourfclves iafe, we went to fleep, but the Robberies we
had committed being noifed about the Country we were
all taken in the Boat.
I have nothing more to add, but beg all young People
to take Warning by me, and heartily defire no Perfon
wi!l reflet on my poor Wife, who always was a dutiful one to me, and always perfuaded me from thofe
evW Courfes, which brought me to my fhamefulEnd.
They were executed at Tyburn on Wednefday the 19th
of Dec. 1733.

fhe Behaviour and Confeffion of WilliamFaulkner, who was condemn'd for taking
a Shew-Glafs, wherein was contain'd conjiderable 'things of Value., the Goods of one
Mr. Bill.
I_fE was about 59 Years of Age, born of hooeit
J. Parents in Bedford-bury near Ccrvent-Garden. He
was put out Apprentice to Mr. Hall, at the Gbucefter
Tavern in Pall-Mall, and ferv'd him between four and
iive Years, and then he ferv'd in the Army as a Drummer, his Father-having been Drum-Major of a Regiment. At other Times he ferv'd feveral Colonels, and
Captains of the Army, with whom he went to feveral Parts, having been in Scotland, Spain, Flanders, and
other Places. He had been tranfported for fcven Years,
and ftaid out his Time in the Service of two or tiiree
Gentlemen, who were very kind to him, and he might
have
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have done well in thofe Countries, but he lov'd EngknJ
too well to ftay long abroad, for tho' he knew he cou'd
not refrain from his old Companions, yet he chofe rather to undergo the hazard of the Halter at Home,
than to live in an honeft Way in Foreign Lands. To
fave his own Life he was twice or three Times admitted
as an Evidence to ccnvift other Malefaftors. He had
been often imprifon'd in all the Goals about Town ;
he had two Wives, one before he was tranfported, but
he was fo weak as' to think that his being tranfported
diflblv'd the Marriage Vow, till I inform'd him to the
contrary, and another whom he marry'd t^^'o or three
Years ago; befides thefe he had two or three more.
He was lately taken up for palTing three bad half
Crowns, for which he was imprifon'd in Newgate, and
fentenc'd to pay a Fine, and upon that Account he was
det^.in'd, till about three or four Weeks before he was
taken up for running away with the Shew-Glafs, for
which Faft he died. This Robbery he own'd, only at
lirft alledging, that another handed the Shew-Glafs to
him; but he afterwards took the whole Blame upon
himfelf, and faid, that no body knew of the Affair but
himfelf. He learn'd to coin falfe Money in his Youth,
and was like wife a conftant Praftitioner that Way ;
the Pieces he coin'd were Half-Crowns, Shillings, and
Six-pences, which he counterfeited fo well, that it was
hard to difcover them. He acknowledg'd that he had
been a notorious Criminal, having committed innumerable Thefts and Robberies, for all which God hadjulily afflifted him. He always behav'd devoutly and attentively in Chapel, hoping for Salvation thro' the
Mercy of God in Chriii:, heartily repented of all the
Sins of his Life, and was in Peace with all Men.
On the Friday he had a Coffin brought for him into
the Prefs-yard, which at his Requeft was carry'd into
the Cell wherehe lay cunfin'd ; and on its benig brought
in, he declar'd th;it he would iie in it before his E^xecution as well as after, for that it fiiculd be the Bed he
would make U(e of for the remaining Time he had to
live.
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Tb3 following is an exa5l Account of the Roh"
hries committed by William Faulkener, 'as
it was taken from his own Mouth, A
IW A S put Apprentice to Mr. Hall at the Ghucefler
Tavern in Pail-Mall, with whom I ferv'd near five
Years pretty honeftly ; hut having an Opportunity,
and a vicious Inclination, I afterwards robb'd him cf
30 /. and a Silver Tankard, which I took out of the
Sir; after I had robb'd him, I got acquainted with
Thomas Nmvcomb, and he and myfelf broke open a Cooi's
Houfe in Bre-iver-flreet, the Way that we got in was
thro' the Cellar Window, which we wrench'd open;
from thence we pot into the Shop, and took 3 /. in
Money, befides Cloaths and Linnen to the Value of
4 /. more ; for this Faft fearing a Difcovery, I impeach'd Neivcomb, and he was hang'd for the fame on
my Evidence.
Another I committed with one Richard Sheppard a
Butcher, and William Thompfon ; we went to HammerJ'mith, and broke open one Captain Roger's Houfe, and
took out of the laid' Houfe to the Value of about
i;o/. in Money, Plate, and other Goods, as Silver
Sauce-pans, Silver Swords, a Gold Pair of Buttons, and
a very large quantity of Linnen. A few Days after
this Robbery we went to Tunbridge Town, and there
we three broke open a Houfe (that very Night that Colonel Stanhope was buried) and took out of the faid
Houfe Goods to the Value of 300 /. as Lace, Siik
Stockings, Pieces of Silk, as Damask, and a great many
other valuable Silks and other Goods. Some Time
after this Robbery Richard Sheppard abovefaid was taken up, and tried at ths Old-Bailey m December 1719.

for a Robbery, and was found Guilty, receiv'd Sentence
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tence of Death, and was hang'd at Tjkn-fi on the 20th
of January 1719-20, at the fame Time with iVIrs.
'Griffin, who kept the Three-Pidgeons in Smithfield, tor
the IVIurder of her Servant Maid Elixabcth Osborn.
After this Robbery, (loofmg ray old Companion
Sheppard] I got acquainted with one John Wheekr, ard
he and I went to Eghatn, and there broke open a MilUmr\ Shop, by firil getting into a Field which joined
to the Houfe, and from thence got in backwards to
the Shop, we took thereout a large quantity of 'I'ea,,
Muflin, Handkerchiefs, Linnen, and other Things of
Value, which v/e fold for 4p/. tho' they were worth
1 ;o /. to one Glai-nijler, who is fince tranfported for
buying Goods, knowing them to be ftolen.
The next Robbery that I and John Wheeler committed was, in breaking open a Church in Surry, that
ftands near a Mile from any Town, and we took irom
thence a Silver Cup, which we fold to the faid Glannir
jier for 3.5 J. About, three Weeks after this Robbery
was committed, I and Wheeler broke open the Houfe
of the Lady Abergwvenny in Suffix, we took from thence
fix Silver 'i'ankards, a Silver Boiler, a Silver Stand, and
a Silver Lamp, thirteen Spoons, and two Salts, which
we likewife fold to the faid Glannijler for 130 /.
Some Time after this Robbery, Wheeler and I went
to Hertford Town, with an Intent to rob a Houfe there,
upon an. Information given us by a Man that liv'd in
the Houfe, and knew us to be fuch Perfons ; when we
came there he had procur'd us a Ladder, which v-fe fet
up againft the two pair of Stairs Window, and by that
means we lifted up the Salh, got in there, and fo into
the Houfe, from whence we took a Silver Tankard, a
Silver Cup, five Suits of Women's Cloaths, and Linnen, to the Value of 39 /.
After this Robbery,,,we went to a Place called Hitchcn
in Hertford/hire, and in our Journey thither, overtook a
Waggon, which we compelled the Waggoner to flop,
whiilt Wheeler got into the Waggon,, and took out .of
it a large Trunk, which we carry'd into a Field, ami
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there we broke it open, and found therein wearing Apparel, and three Silver Spoons, to the Value ofaboui
30/.
One SatarJay Night as I and one Ratis (fince executed) was going towards Ratcliff, we over-took a Porter,
at the beginning of Rat cliff-Higtm:ny, with a Cafe under his Arm, and as I fuppofed to be full of Plate; perceiving he was difguifed in Liquor, I aik'd him where
he was going with that Cafe ? he anfwer'd, What's
that to you, on which my Companion reply'd. Don't he
angry honeft Porter, 'vAth the Gentleman for asking you a
ci'vil ^ueftion, for I do affare you, you maf take it as a
particular Favour he fpeaks to you, for I knofvj him to be
a Gentleman of good Fortune, and it may lie in his Po'wer
to he Jer'viceable to ycu ; Say you fo. Sir, fays the Porter,
/ am firry I fhouU affront the Gentleman then; upon
this, Rans reply'd, / --willperfuade him to drink ivith you,
for he is no proud Man;. Ay,, ivith all my Heart, fays
the Porter; upon which my Companion feemingly intreated me in the Porter's Behalf to put up with the pretended Affront, and propofed to go in and drink together, v^hich Kc did accordingly, and went to the Sign
of the Sho-vel, not far from Granjel-Lane, where we
crank two or three Quarterns of Brandy, which tiie
Porter iaid, he •vjould pay for, hecanfe Sir, fays be, /
am itform'd by this Gentleman, that it lies in your Po'uier
to be ferviceable to me : So I 'will honcfl Friend, fays I,
and you may depend upon it I ^vill fer've you ; but, fays
I, honvfar are you going ijoith that Cafe f Sir, fays he,
/ am going to Upper-Wall-Alley in VVapping. Then
we parted, but I followed him at a little Dittance, and
at the Corner of Graniel-Lane, I put my Foot before
him, and down he fell; faid I, you are fo drunk that
you cannot carry yourfelf, much more the Cafe, let me
carry it for you ; Wtil you, faid he. Never fear hotieji
Friend, faid I, give it me, which he did j whereupon
Rans and I gave him the Slip, and went off with it,
and carry'd it to the Boars-Head in Gravel-Lane, it
being, heavy,. I thought there was a great Vidue in it,
and
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arid expelled I (hould be made for ever; but on opening it, I found it to be an Alarum Clock, which difappointed me very much, and for which Mr. JVi/d paid
me two Guineas. The Clock belong'd to one Mr.
Tomlmfon a Quaker, in White-Ucrt-Court, in Gracechurch-ftreet.
Soon afterwards I and one Thofnas l^etucomb went to
Buckingham-Houfe, in St. James''s-Park, and finding the
Gentry there faft afleep, we made an Attempt to get in
at one of the Windows, which we did by the Help of
a Ladder we found there, and thence got into the Dreffmg-Room, where we found his Grace's Robes, which
we took, and carry'd away with us, and made the beft
of our Way to our old Friend and Correfpondent Mr.
Jonathan Wild, who foon afterwards infbrm'd us of
the Application which had been to him for the Recovery thereof, and that there was a 100 /, Reward offer'd for them again, which Reward I receiv'd, and deliver'd the Robes to him, who I fuppofe return'd them
back.
Afterwards 1 and IVkeekr fet out iax Buckinghamjhire,
defigning to attack a Gentleman's Houfe in that Neighbourhood, but being difappointed in our Intention, we
crofled the Country in hopes of meeting with fome Prize
or other to defray the Charges of our Jouiney, and
coming thro' Kenfington, we laid Hands on a Beef-eater's
Coat and Cap, the latter we threw avv-ay, as not thinking it worth Carriage, but the Coat we fold for 3 /. to
our Friend Glannifter.
Wheeler and I went as far as Southnuell, within five
Miles of Bedford, to the Lord T'orrington's Houfe, where
we broke into the Kitchen, by the help of a Hedge
Stake which I got out of a Field adjoining, by the
help whereof we wrench'd an Iron Bar out of the Kitchen Window, and as foon as we got in, finding a
little Dog there, I killed him to prevent his being heard,
and then rifled the Kitchen and Cupboards, and found
therein to the amount of about 400 /. worth of Plate^
which we fold for 3 25 /. to one Harding, then living
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on Siunu-Btll, who is fince dead; Whcifer was afterwards taken up, and on my Evidence tried, convifted
and executed.
One Night I with the aforefaid Wheeler and one Jones,
broke open the Houfe of a Gentleman near Bbomjbmy
Square, from whence we took a large Cheft bound with
Iron Bars, and five Locks on it, which we brought off,
and carry'd into Nenvtoner'i-Lane, but were difcover'd
by fome Bakers Servants in the Neighbourhood, who
feeing us carry it into that Houfe at fuch an unfeafonable Time of the Night, and fufpedting our Profeffion,
acquainted fome Watchmen therev/ith, who immediately came in Purfuit of us, while we were breaking open
the Cheft ; in it we found about 300 /. in Gold and
Silver, twcf Gold Snuff-Boxes, three Gold Spoons, and
other Things, befides a Quantity of Linnen ; but before
we had made a Diftribution of the Goods the Watchmen furpriz'd us, by breaking open the Door where we
were, on which each of us catching up our Hands full
of Money, which amounted to 80 /. and upwards, then
ran into the Yard, got over the Wall, and fo efcap'd,
went to the Blue-Boar Inn in Ho&orn, where we lay all
Night, and divided our Booty in the Morning.
Another Night I and Thomas Ne'wcomh broke opn a
Houfe in Great-Chelfea, where we got five Suits of
I\Ten's Cloaths, five of Women's Cloats, a Silver hilted Sword, a Belt, two Tye Wigs, three Riding-Hoods,
four Holland Shirts, and other Things of Value.
Being one Evening inform'd, th^t the Lord Granthamh Butler was going to the Mafquerade, Tom Newcomb and myfelf went to Bondftreet, defigning to make
ah Attempt on his Lordftiip'^s Houfe, which we did
that Night in the Butler's Abfence ; and getting over
the Wall, got in the back Way, and in the Butler's Apartment feiz'd all the Plate we could find, which we
fold to one Harding for 200 and odd Pounds.
^" With the fame Newcomb I endeavour'd to break open
St. Ann's Church in Soho, but was prevented by the
Day's brfeaking upon us, after we had broke a Way
thro' the Wall to the Wainfcot.
Alfo
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:A\(o Netvccmh and myfelf broke open a; Houfe nsai"
Dumb-Al/ey, VVefiminfier, where I had lodg'd fonie
lime before, from wiience we took about 35 / in
Money, befides Gold Rings, SnufF-Boxes, and other
Things of Value ; the Woman of the Houfe oiFering to
call oat for Afhflance, Nenvctimh fwore he would flioot
her Brains out if /he offer'd to fpeak or llJr; this Robbery we the ealier effeded, by Reafoii cj rny having
lodged in the Houfe about fix Months before, fo knew
how the fame was ftuated, and we were pretty well affured of finding fomething of Value therein, as knowing the Miflrefs thereof ufed to take in Pawns or Pledfes and to lend Money thereon ; the Rings, Snuff-boxes,
ic. we fold to our Friend Glannifter for 22 /.
Another Burglary I committed in Company with
WiUiam Field wtiA jahn Brooks, in breaking open a Shop
in Cranhourn- Alky near Leicejier-Fields, from whence we
took a large Quantity of Bermudas Hats, to the Value
of 20/. or better, but we fold them to our Friend
Glannifier for IO /.
I and one R. Shefpard and Thompfon, broke op?n a
Houfe at Kiiv-Green, where we got the Value of 250/.
in Money and Plate.
Alfo myfelf, Benjamin Williams and Thomas Welling,
fet out upon an Expedition to Brijiol, where one of the
ijrlt Fafts we committed there was, in this manner,
going one Day about iz o'Clock at Noon by a Gentleliian's Houfe, and feeing thro' the Window the Cloth lay
for Dinner,- and no body in the i-ioom,. v/e lifted up the
Latch of the Door, lyUiiams went in, and faw a little
Black Boy playing in the Yard; nothwithltanding which
he ftep'd into the Dining-Room, where was a confiderable Quantity of Plate on the Table,, and Side-Board,
ready fet out for Dinner, and handed the fame to Welling^ and me, with which we all went off, and upon our
]<eturn to London fold it to a Sllverfmith in Red-Lyonftreet, who paid no/, for it, at the Red-Lyon Tavern
near Wijhe-CUpfel.
Another '1 ime myfelf and Richard Shefpard, with
Thomas Hunt, went to the late Duke of i o.xl!urfs ia
St.
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St. fames'i-Square, and broke into the fame thro' tlie
Pantry Window,- we heard the Servants all drinking
nlwve Stairs, and were alfo furpriz'd by a Watchman,
fo that we were oblig'd to get off as faft as we could_,
however we brought away as much Plate as we fold for
- Ihis Praftice I follow'd for fometin^, in Company
with one Stone, who afterwards being taken up on Saiyicion of Coining, to five himfelf he impeached rhe,
a*ad I was taken on his Information in Pkmblree-finet
in St. Gi/a's, but whiUl 1 was in Cuftody upon that
Account, Stone who was intended for an Evidence againft
me, made his Efcipc out of the Hands of the Mcflengcr, in whofo Cuilody he had been coi^n'd'; but being
afterwards re-taken, I was admitted an Evidep.ce againit
him, and-he was tried, convifted, and executed for the
fame ¥a& for which he had impeach'd me, and f after
fome Time obtained my Liberty.
Many Crimes of various Natures I committed, but
was at length taken, conviilcd, and tranfported ; but
after my Return fell to my old Method of Bufmefs,
wliich I pradifed as formerly ; and about three Years
fmce being acquainted with one Roden, (the fame Perfon
who was impeach'd by Wheeler, then in Neiv-Prifo^,
as an Accomplice with fielder, Bvjij, Rafe, and Walker,
then under Sentence, for the Robbery committed at £%mjare and AJarybotie) I in Company with the faid Rvden,
-engag'd in my former Praftice of Coining; but I being
taken up about two Years after for patting off bad
Money, and charg'd on Sufpicion of Coining, to fave
niyfelf I impeach'd Roden, and he was taken, committed, and profecuted at Kingftcn on my Evidence j but
that not being fufScient, he was acquitted.
Befides the Fafts before-mention'd to have been coffimitted by myfelf, and others in Company with me,
(which are only a fmali Number in proportion) I have
jingly committed many others of different Natures and
Kinds, and .particularly one Evening as I was going
ever Linculrii-hn-fisid:, I pafiedby a Gentleman wliom
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I obferv'd to be very well dreiled, and therefore concluded he had Money or other Valuables about him ; and .
therefore turning back again, I knock'd him down immediately, and ritling his Pockets, took out a Gold
Watch, thirty-five Guineas, and alfo took away a Silver hiitcd Sword, his Hat and Wig, and carry'd off the
fsme with me; the Gentleman as I was inform'd liv'd
in Y'jrk-BuildmiJS.
One Evening I went to xht7hree-Ttms in Felter-Lane,
and calling for a Room, the Drawer ihew'd me up
Stairs, where I order'd him to bring me a Tankard of
Beer, which he did accordingly ; afterwards calling for
a Quartern of Brandy, the fame was alfo brought me
in a Silver Pot, foon after which I got out of the one
fair of Stairs Window, bringing away with me both
the Silver Tankard and Quartern Pot, and got ciF unc'ifcover'd without paying the Reckoning.
From a Publick Houfe in Ta'vijiockflreet, CcveKtCarden, wliere I went in and called for a Tankard of
Beer in the Evening, I went off with a Silver Tankard, but being foon miffed and clofely purfued, I had
no other Method to efcape but by lying down in the
middle of the Street fiat on my Belly, by which means
and the Darknefs of the Night, they ran paft me in
the Purfuit, and I got clear off.
Belides thefc and many more fuch fort of Offences I
was concern'd with one John Stone, in Coining Shillings, and Half-Crowns, which Bufmefs we follov<'d
for feme Time, and generally took the Opportunity of
the Evening to put them off, under a Pretence of changing for feme trifling Matters or other, which we ufed
to buy ; and feveral Times we have put off tpthe Var
lue of 5 /. in an Evening.
. .
After I had obtain'd my Difcharge, I follow'd the
fame Pradice by myfelf for fometime, committing a
Robbery or Burglary, as Opportunity offer'd. About
a Year and half fmce, I ^vas detedled in putting off bad
Money, and being charg'd in Cuftcdy for the fame, and
carry'd before Sir B-khard Bncas, he committed me
to
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to the Comptei; and at tlie Seflions held at Guild-Hall'm
Oaober 1733, I was trit-d for putting off three counterfeit Half-Crowns, knowing them to be fuch, and Beinofound Guilty, was fined 20 Marks, to fuffer twelve
Months Imprifonment, and committed to Ne-iAJ^ate,
where I lay from Oilober 1733, to the latter End of
No'vember, when a Gentleman commifcrating my Condition, being unable to pay my Fine, and the I'ime of
my Imprifonment {according'to my Sentence) being expir'd, he was fo charitable, as to endeavour by his Intereft and Application, to get the Fine mitigated, upon
ipy Promife to go to Sea on my Difcharge, which I
abfolutely promifed I would, but when I had obtained
my Liberty, I foon entcrtain'd other Thoughts; for ia
January (being about fix Weeks after my Difcharga as
aforefaid) I committed the Robbery for which I am ncfw
under Sentence.
It was reported about the Neighbourhood where I
liv'd, that my Wife was with me when I committed
this Robbery, and likewife perfuaded me to take the
Show-Glafs away, and advlfmg and affilling me in the
Commiffion of the Faft for which I am to fuffer. As
I am a dying Man, ftie was no ways privy thereto, or
Affiftant therein, nor was any Perfon with me when I
took it, for at that Time I committed this Robbery for
which I am to fuffer, fiie had been confined to her Room
by a dangeroas Sickhefs for the Space of three Weeks.
In order to do her the Juftice ihe deferves, and to prevent thofe Afpcrfions which may be otherways thrown
upon her, I muff freely own that fhe was continually
intreating me to refrain from all loofe and vicious Company, and to forfake my wicked Courfe of Life, and
as conflantly as I went out, defir'd me to be cautious
what Company I fell into, and to be particularly careful of myfelf; and if I hadobferv'd her goodCounfe],
I might have avoided this fliameful Death I am now to
fuffer.
The only Reafon v/hich induced me to give the
above Account of my Robberies was, that I was very
fenfible
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icr.Tible that Perfcns v/ho are now living, were fufpefteJ
of fome of thofe Robberies which I and my Comp.iriions committed ; therefore I tJiought it my Duty both
to God and Man, as well as in Compliance with my
Friends Requeft, to clear the Innocent. J hcpc thofe
Perfons whom I have any Ways injur'd, will be fo good
Chriilians as to forgive me the Injuries which I have
done them, as I truly forgive all the World. So the
Lord have Mercy on my poor Soul.
Frj,-K my Ceil in Newgate,'March/A^. 8/,4
'734-5-

William Faitlke-ner,
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The ConfeJJion of John Field alias Fielder,
Jofeph Rofe, William Bufli, alias Saunders, and Humphry Walker, who -was
coreviMed for breaking aytd entering the Houfe
of Jofeph Lawrence the elder, andjlealing
'from thence feveral Things of Value; and
likewife for breaking and entering the hhufe
(?/William Francis, andJiealing from thence
Things of Value.

>\

JOHN Fiald alms FieMer, was 27 Years of Age.
born of honeft Parents in llcmppire, ^vho educated
him at School in the Country, where he learn'd Reading, Writing and Accompts ; when of Age he was put
out Apprentice to a Blackjhith, but did not ferve out
his Time, for when he was about 17 Years o!d, being
cf
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of a tall Stature, he enter'd himfelf as a Soldier in a
Troop of Horfe Grenadiers, and ferved amongft them
till about a Year or two ago, when he was taken up for
Deer-ftealing, and put into a Country Goal, and having
been detain'd there for fome Time, a Gentleman favour'd him fo far as to get him difcharg'd ; but he did
not return to the Troop again, but enter'd into the Foot
Grenadiers, wliere he did not attend his Duty, but flraggled in the Country, and would not forfake the Acquaintance he had contrafted with_^Deer-ftealers. A
iliort Time before Chriftmas he became acquainted with
Wheeler the Evidence, Gregory, and fome others of that
Gang, who advifed him to join with them, and break
into Houfes in the Evening, and to rob Country Farmers, which he agreed to. He own'd the robbing Farmer Laurence in the manner the Evidence had depofed
againft him.
He own'd alfo, that they broke open the Cheft of
Thomas Laurence, Son to Mr. Laurence, and took away
all his Lirnlen, and every Thing that was valuable, and
likewife zo /. in Money ; he alfo confefled, that on the
7th of February in the Night, they enter'd the Houfe
of William Francis, and robb'd and rifled it of all the
Goods they thought proper for their Purpofe, particularly thofe mention'd in the Indiftment. He alfo own'd
that they bound Mr. Francis and his Men in the Stable,
and Cow-Houfe, and that they wounded Mrs. Francis
in the Head, beat the Daughter and the Maid, and
committed a great many other extravagant Aftions. He
alledg'd indeed, that his Companions committed a great
many Cruelties, but it was not in my Prefence, and he
always difapprov'd of fuch Proceedings; and that foraetimes he kick'd them with his Foot, particularly when
he came in upon them, as they were threat'ning to burn
Farmer Laurence alive, if he would not tell them where
he had more Money. He confefled himfelf to have bcea
concern'd in three of thefe Robberies only, tho' it need
not to be doubted but he knew of many moi-e, and that
they took above 350/. and he got his Share of all the
VOL. II.
P
Plunder,
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Plunder, but never knew any Good it did him. All
the Time he was troubled with a violent Cold and
Cough, yet he never abfented himfelf from Chapel,
wliere he behaved gravely, quietly, and attentively,
and he often held down his Head becaufe of his Indifpofition, and lamented for his Wife and Child ; he faid,
that altho' it had been reported we were fifty or fixty
belonging to that Gang of Thieves in which he was
concern'd, he did not know of more then feven, nor
did he believe that there was any fuch Number as was
reported. He faid he had been a very ill difpofed, vicious young Man, and confeffed that he had long follovv'd the Pradlice of Deer-ftealing, which brought him
into a bad Frame of Mind, and made him entirely regardlefs of Faith and a good Confcience. He profefled
himfelf a Penitent, that he believ'd in Chrill, and was
in Peace with all Men.

The Confejfion of Jofeph Rofe.

I
h(^

HE was about 38 Years of Age, born of honeft
Parents, who gave him good Education, and
when of Age he ferv'd his Time to a Blackfmith, and
afterward he liv'd by his Bufinefs, and marry'd a Wife,
who had by him feveral Children, three of which was
living. He faid he had till fome few Years ago, the
Charafter of an honeft Man, and was well refpefted by
his Acquaintance; but then falling into the Converfation and Intimacy of thofe People call'd Waltham-Blach,
who live by ftealing Deer, or robbing Houfes; after
that he profpcred no more, fo that no honeft Perfon
would keep him Company. H^e was taken up and
kept fome Time in Chelmsford Goal, and being fufpefted to be a Robber and Highwayman, and to be the
Perfon who robb'd and murd'red a Pipe-maker at Boiv,
about two Years ago he loft what little Charafter he
had before.

Three
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Three or four Days before he was to fuffer, a Perfon
came to Newgate, and defired a Gentleman to afe him,
whether he did not kill one IVIr. Bojitf! a Pipe-maker at
Bovu, about two Years ago on Epping-ForreJ}, for it was
obferv^d, that about half an Hour before the unhappyAccident happen'd, he with another of his own Bufineft, a Smith, were drinking a Mug of Drink at a Publick Houfe in Stratford, and amongit their Difcourfe
they was talking about Mr. Boftin, upon which Rofe
fpoke very difrefpedlful of him, and when he fpoke it,
he ff^med to fpeak it with fome Warmth ; after they
had drank their Beer they paid for it, and fo parted,
Pofe went one Way, and the other that was with him
another. Hofe had not been gone half an Hour, but
Word was brought that Mr. Bofton the Pipe-maker of
Bovj lay kill'd on Epping-ForreJ?, and was likewife
robb'd of what Money he had about him, which was
about 4 or 5 /. It was obferv'd when Rofe was drinking
at tiie Ale-houfe Door, that he had got a Gun under
his great Coat, which gave Sufpicion that he was the
Perfon that committed the Murder and Robbery; but
when the Gentleman afced him whether he was the
Man that did it, he feem'd to be very much difpleafed
with him for propofing fuch a Queftion, and wou'd not
refolve him for fome Time, whether he did it or not,
till the Gentleman preffing him much, and intreating
him to refolve him, he at laft faid, He did not do it, nor
did he know who did. I afterwards put the fame Queftion to him again, he anfwer'd, fhat he had been ask'i
the fame above ten limes before, and given them SatisfaSion.
Sometime after Jofeph Rofe lodged at one Mr. Harris's
a Gardiner and Co'W-keeper at Kenjington-Gore, where he
had lodged for the vSpace of Twelve Months before, and
whilft Mr. Harris •ws.i gone out, Rofe took that Oppor»
tunity to open the Safli-Window of Mr. Harris''^ Bedchamber, took a great Cheft from thence, and convey'd the fame into the Wafh-houfe, where with a long
Poker which he fetch'd out of the Kitcheu, he attempP 3
ted
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ted to break open the Lock, but not effefting it by that
^Method, he filed it off, and took thereout 10/. in Silver, 20 Guineas in Gold, but left behind him a Silver
Cup, and three Silver Spoons, befides a confiderable
quantity of Wearing Apparel which was therein, and
made his Efcape the back Way over a Nurfery into
Brompton-Park, fo got quite off; he was feen. in the
Neighbourhood two or three Days afterwards, but not
being fufpefted to be the Perfon who had committed the
Robbery, he was not molefted ; but he left his Lodging, and Mr. Harris faw no more of him until after he
was committed to Neivgate for the Fafts which he fuffer'd, when IVIr. Harris hearing that one Ro/e was in
Cuftody, as an Accomplice with others, in the Burglaries committed at Marybone and Edgivare, had the Curiofity to come and fee him, and found that he was the
fame Perfon who had robb'd him.
On Wednefday the 5 th of March in the Morning, one
of the Perfons belonging to Neivgate went into the Cells
to acquaint the Malefa£lors then under Sentence of Death,
that the Dead Warrant was come for their Execution
on Monday the 10th o{ March, and particularly he went
into the Cell of Jofeph Rofe, wbo was very fick, and
acquainted him that he with the others, was to die on
the Monday following, he faid, 'TVJ ivhat 'we -very jufly deferve, hut I hope the Lord of his infinite Goodnefs
nvill have Mercy upon our poor Souls.
He blamed no Perfon for what he did but his own
vicious Inclinations, and declared a deep Penitence for
his many Sins, that he believ'd in Chrift our only Saviour, and died in Peace with all Mankind,

H
m
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lloe ConfeJJion of "William Bufti, alias Saunders, alias Schooling.
HE was near 20 Years of Age, born at Hackney,
of honeft Parents, he was of no Trade, but
wrought at Labouring Work, in and about the
Town ; he had been a Foot Soldier, but had neglefted
his Duty for ferae Time before he was taken up ; he
faid he wrought carefully and induftrioufly for his Bread,
till about two or three Months before he was taken up,
when becoming acquainted with thefe Rogues, who
perfuaded him to accompany them in their unlawful
Expeditions. He only own'd his having been concern'd
in the robbing of Mr. Francis, and faid he did not enter the Houfe, but having affifted in binding Mr. Fra//a's and his two Servants, he was one of them who Hood
Centinel over them while the reft rifled the Houfe, beat
and abufed the Miftrefs, her Daughter, and the Maid in
a moft barbarous manner, and then carry'd off every
Thing that was v'al'wbie.
They gave him what fmall Share of the Plunder they
pleafed, which was all he got in that wicked Way ; he
always attended in Chapel, and behaved decently, but
did not appear fo much afFefted as he ought to have
been, tho' fometimes he fhed Tears, which fome of the
reft could not, or ha.d not the Grace fo to do.
Bu/i broke out of ClerketinveU-Briileivell about three
Months agone, by knocking down the Woman v/ho
opens the Door at that Prifon, and taking from her the
Keys, let himfelf out, for he was to be confin'd there
to hard Labour, and fo- many Months Imprifonment foi*
an Affault by him committed. When he made his Efcape, he endeavour'd to find out Wheeler the Evidence,
who as he faid v/as his School-fellow, which he did, and
when he had found him, ho propofed to him to go along
with him, and tiie reft of his Companions, upon thefe
dangerous and villainous Methods, which he readily conr
V 3
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fented to ; but now fmcerely repented-of, and often faij
to the reil of his wicked Companions, that he was fure.
it would not be Jong before they were taken, for their
Crimes were fo notorious, that they alarm'd both Town
and Country ; therefore it was impoffible to avoid being brought to condign Punifhment, which he laid they
all juftly deferv'd, having no Mercy for thofe whom
they robb'd, having abufed them after a moll barbarous
manner. He declar'd his Faith in Chriil, that he was
truly penitent for all his Sins, and was in Peace with all
Men.

Iloe ConfeJJlon of Humphry Walker.
• E was about 40 Years of Age, and was born of
honeft Parents ; when he was of Age he was put
Apprentice to a Gardiner, and having ferv'd his
Time juftly, he followed his Bufmefs, marry'd a Wife,
and gain'd fufficient to fupport himfelf and Family. Pie
lived in good Credit for one in his Station, and retain'd
a eood Charafter. till of lace lallirig into the Company
of Deer-fiealers, they enticed him to go with them a
breaking of Houfes in the Night Time, and that quickly brought him to all his Mifery and Calamity. He
only confeffed the Robbery of Mr. Francis, and another
Robbery of the fame kind in Kent; but was not willing to make any farther or particular Confeffion, only
ill general, that he was a great Sinner in keeping bad
Company, in negledling his Wife and Children, and. in
following bad Courfes, with a formed Refolution of continuing in the fame. The Thoughts of his Wife and
Children troubled him much ; all the while he was under Sentence he was very fick, while he had any Ability he conftantly came to Chapel, tho' carry'd or fupported by others in going and coming, till about three
Days before they were appointed to die, he was no more
able to leave his Cell. When I vifited him he was in
great Agony, but very defirous of Prayers and Inftructions.
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t'lons. Sunday Evening before the Execution I vifited
him, and he was very attentive, declaring that he believ'd in Chrift the Son of God, as the only Saviour of
Sinners, that he repented of all, efpecially tiie heinous
Sins of his Life, and was in Peace with all Men. That
Night before the Execution, Jones, who had his Majefty's moft gracious Reprieve, was allowed to ftay with.
him, becaufe of his extraordinary Ilinefs, and about
three o'clock on /l/oW«y Morni:ig, (the Day the reft
were executed) he bid Ra/p.b Jones lift him up a little,
which he did, and then praying for him, he immediately fell down agr.in upon the Barrack, ftretched himfelf upon his Back, laid his Hands upon his Eyes and
fhut them, and then Jones calling to him, found him
dead in that Pofture, and call'd out to the Watch in the
Prejs-Tard, and to his Companions, to acquaint them
of this Difafter.
On Sunday the Day before their Execution, Sir Gregory Page's Coachman came to the Prefs-Yard, and went
into the Cell of the faid Walker, (who was very ill)
to enquire of him, if he was the Perfon that robb'd
him, or if he knew who did ? on which Walker flew
into a violent Paflion, and was very angry with him
for aiking fuch a Queilion, and refttfed to refolve him
whether he did, or did not.

P4
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7'i>e follo'-jDing Robberies were committed by
Rofc, Wlieeler, Schooling, Walker, Tiirpin and Gregory, all of whom except
Wheekr the Evidence, and Turpin, are
hanging in Chains near Edgware, in Middlefex.
HAVING fonn'd themfelves into a Company
or Society, in order to put their wicked Defigns
in Execution, one or two of them \vent to die
Iloufe of Mr. Split a Chandler, at V/oodfordm Efex,
under Pretence of calling for a Dram, which whilft they
were drinking, two or three more of their Companions
came in, upon which they feized the People of the
Houfe, bound them, and fell to rifling the fame, from
whence they not only took all the Money they could
find, but Linnen, Cloaths, and every Thing elfe of
Value, which they could carry off with them, and
wanting fomething to carry oif their Plunder in, they
took a Feather Bed, cut it open, turn'd out the Feathers, and packed up the Cloaths and Things in the
Ticken ;. and £nding a Sack of Flour in the Houfe, they
turned it out on the Floor, and made ufe of the Sack
for the like Purpofe, and having bound the Family,
went off with their Plunder.
Soon after which, they in the like manner enter'd
the Houfes of Mr. Eldr-idge, of Wakhamjltmjj, and of
the Revd. Mr. Dyde of Parndon in Effex, where they
bound the Families, and plunder'd the Houfes of all
they could get.
Having alfo form'd an Intention to rob Mr. Crackland, about five Miles beyond Thackjiead in EJfex, Rofe
and three others of his Compatyons met at the White
.^^
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S^van at Thacijiead, from whence they all went to put
their villainous Dcfigns in Execution, which accordingly they did ; for on knocking at the Door, the fame
being open'd, they all rulh'd in with their Piil:ols in
their Hands, and having bound all the Family, they
rifled the Floufe of what Money, Plate, and other
Things they could find, and particularly of a great
Quantity of Linnen and Cloaths, which they brought
cit with them.
The Widow Shelfefs alfo at Lotightan in EJfex, was
robb'd by Rofe, FieUer, and three others of the fame
Company ; to put this Defign in execution, they agreed
to meet upon the Foreft, which they did, and from
thence went to Mrs. Skellfs, where the Door being
open'd to them on their knocking, they rufti'd in as au
other Places, and having bound Mrs. Shelley, and the
rctt of the Family, they plund'red the Houfe, where
they found about thirty-five Guineas, befidcs fome Silver and Plate, but not thinking that fufficient, they
threat'ned Mrs. Shelley to make her difcover where her
Money lay, one of them in particular fwore he would
lay her upon the Fire if Ihe did not tell them ; biit fhc
denying (he had any more, he abufed her, and menaced her to a very great Degree ; but not being able t-o
find any more, they brought ofi^ what they thought
moft valuable, and left the Houfe, threat'ning Mrs.
Shelley and her Servants, that if they ftir'd or cry'd
out, they would come back and murder them.
On Tlmrfday the i zth of Dece?nkr 1735, Rofe,.
Fielder, Bujh, IValker, and four others, came to the
Houfe of Mr. Skinner, near Barking in EJfex, (having
their Faces blacked, and otherways difguiied) about fix
o'clock in the Evening,' there being only Mr. Skinner
and a Servant Maid at Home, and the Door then being
upon the Latch, they lift up the fame, and finding orly the old Gentleman and Servant Maid at Home, they
bound them both, foflened the Door, and fell to rifling
the Houfe. About au Hour afterwards, one ot Mr.
Skinner i Men who had been abroad, relurnin? Home,
P 5
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knock'd at the Door, which was immediately open'd
by one of the Fellows within, who feiz'd the iVIan,
took and bound hitn, and fet him down in the Houfe
with Mr. Skinner. About an Hour and half after, another Servant who had been out with the Horfes, coming
to the Door, was let in likewife by the Rogues, who
hound him alfo. Mr. Skinner's Son's Wife, who had
been cut with her Hufband a vifiting, returning Home
en Horfeback, whilft he went to the Stables to put up
his Horfe, fhe going to the Door, the fame was open'd
to her by fonie of the Rogue.% who took and bound her
alfo ; and foon afterwards her Hufband not knowing
Xvhat Vifitors they had got, coming to the Door, was
receiv'd in the like manner bound and brought in, where
fome of the Rogues kept Guard over them, whilft the
ethers plund'red the Houfe of all the Money and Plate
they could find ; and alfo took away with them a great
quantity of Linnen and Apparel, Furniture and Houfliold Goods, to the Value of near 400 /. befides 120
Guineas in Money j the Goods they put into five of
Mr." Skinner % Sacks, and having loaded their Horfes
therewith, threat'ned Mr. Skinner and his Family, in
cafe they llirred for fome Time, that they would murder them, and fo marched off with their Booty.
On Saturday the 21ft of Dec. Kofe, Fielder, and Walker, with the Evidence, went to Epping-Forrefi, and from
thence betwixt five and fix in the Evening, to Mr. Mzfins, &t the Old-Ledge, one of the Keepers, and knocking at the Door, the fame was prefently open'd by Mr.
Mafon's Man, on which one of them fir'd a Gun into
the Houfe, and immediately rulh'd in, Mr. Mafen fuppofed them to be Deer-ilealers, and came with an Intent to injure him in his Perfon, endeavour'd to get hold
of a Blunderbufs, and to fire at them, but before he
could effect it they knock'd him down, cut him over
the Head, and ufed him in a barbarous manner, then
bound him, and went to rifling the Houfe, vvhere they
found to the amount of about 140 Guineas, befides a
confiderable quantity of Plate, Linnen, and Woollea
Apparel, and Furniture, to a confideritble Value, which
they
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they pack'd up in Baggs, and loaded their Horfes therewith ; but during this Time, Mr. Mafin'% Man got out
of the Houfe, defigning to get one of the Horfes out of
his Mafter's Stable, in order to go and raife the Country to their Affiftance, but fome of the Rogues difcover'd
him, purfued and fir'd at him, but he got off, raifed the
Country, and about Eight o'Clock returned with forty
or fifty Perfons to affift him ; but when they c?.me,
found they were gone off with their Booty, and had alfo taken all the Fire Arms they could End in Mr. Mafins. Houfe with them, which they carry'd as far as
Cambridge-Heath, and there threw them into a Pond,
to prevent being found in their Cuftody. Thus they
efcaped for that Time, yet had the Affurance on the Sunday Night following, to come in a Body to the Number of twelve or fourteen of them into the Neighbourhood, and were feen to go down Three-Conei-Lane, near
the Forrefl", and were heard to threaten fome of the
Neighbourhood, but they did not do any Thing farther
at that Time.
On Saturday the 11 th of January, at feven or eight
o'clock in the Eveqing, Fielder, IValker, and three others, came to the Door of Mr. Saunders, a wealthy
Farmer at Charlton in Kent, and knocking thereat, enquir'd if Mr. launders was at Home ? being anfwered
he was, the Door being open, they all rufhed in, and
went direStly into the Parlour, where Mr. Saundsr'i
Wife and fome Friends were at Cards, they defircd
them not to be frighten'd, for that they would not hurt
their Perfons if they fet Mil, and made no Difturbancc.
The firft Thing they l.iid Hands on was a Silver Snuffbox, which lay upon the Table before them, and having fecured the reft of the Company, obliged Mr.
Saunders to go about the Houfe with them, and open
his Clofets, Boxes, and Scrutore, from whence they
took upwards of i oo /. in Money, and all the Plate in
the Houfe, a Velvet'Hood, Manteel, and other Things.
Whilft this was doing, the Servant Maid got loofe and
ran up Stairs, barr'd herfelf into one of the Rooms, and_
called out of the Window for Affiftance, in Hopes of
p 6
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alarming the Neighbourhood; but one of them ran tip
Stairs after her, and with a Poker broke open the Door,
then brought her down a^jain, bound her and all the
Tcft of the Family, then rifled the Houfe of divers other
'Iliings of Value ; and finding in their Search fome
Bottles of Wine, a Bottle of Brandy, and fome Mince
Pyes, they all Hit down, drank a Bottle of Wine, eat a
Mince Pye, and obliged the Company to drink a Dram
of Brandy each ; and Mrs. Snutiders fainting away with
the Fright, they got her a Glafs of Water, and put
Jome Drops in it, and gave her, and fecm'd very careful to recover her from her Fright. They ftaid about
two Hours in the Houfe before they pack'd up theirplunder, and then marched off with it; but threat'ned
them, that if they ftirred within two Hours, or adverrifed the Marks of the Plate, they would murder them.
When they concerted this Robbery, they met at tie
George at Waokxich, in order to go from thence to put
their Defign in Execution, and after they had efFefted it,
they crolled the Water, and brought the Goods to an
empty Houfe in Ratcliff'-Highivay, where they divided
their Plunder.
On Saturday the 1,8th of J'anucu-y, Rofe, Fielder,
Walker, and two others, made an Appointment to robMr. Sheldon % Houfe near Croydon in Surry, andfor that
.Purpofe agreed to meet at the Htilf-Moon Tavern at
Croydon, which they accordingly did in the Evening
about Six o'clock, and about Seven went to Mr. Seldon's. Walker having fome Knowledge of tlie Houlb,
went at the Head of his Companions into the Yard,,
and perceiving a Light in the Stable, went thither,
where they found the Coachman dreffing the Horfes,.
him they bound, and going from thence met Mr. Sheldon
in the Yard, whom they feized, and compelled him to
fhew them the Way into the Houfe, where as foon as
they enter'd, they bound. Mr. Sheldon and the reft of the
Family, and then fell to plund'ring the Houfe, and
took from Mr. Sheldon 11 Guineas, and feveral Pieces
of Plate, Jewels, and fome other Things of Value,
which they carry'd oiFwith them i but before they left
the
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the Place they returned Mr. SheldonMv^o Guineas of the
Money back again, afked Pardon for what they had done,
and bid him good Night.
On Tuefday the 4th of Feb. Fielder, Rofe, Turpin,
Gregory, and Wheeler the Evidence,, having form'd a
Defign to rob Mr. Lwwrence at Edgnxare-Bury, near
Stanmore in Middlefex, about two o'Clock in the Afternoon they met at the Black-Horfe in the Broad-Way,
Weftminjier, (near which Rofe and Fielder then lodg'd)
and fet out from thence on Horfeback to the Nine-Pin
and Bowl at £<^<u;«rf, where they had appointed to meet
about four o'clock, and ftaid there till five ; during
which Time their Horfes flood in the Yard, by which
means Mr. Wood, who kept the Houfe, had the better
Opportunity of obferving their Horfes, fo as to remember the fame again, when he faw them afterwards in
King-ftreet in Bloomshury, wh«re they were taken. About
five o'clock they went from Mr. tfood's. to thei^crajHead at Stanmore, and flaid there from about fix until
about feven o'Clock, and then all went away together
for Mr. Lanxirence'i, which was about a Mile from
thence, where they arriv'd about half an Hour after
feven : Mr. Latjurence had but juft before been paying
off fome Workmen, who were difcharged and gone
from the Houfe. On their Arrival at Mr. Lawurence's,
they alighted from their Horfes at the outer Gate, and
Fielder getting over the Hatch into the Sheep-yard, met
with Mr. La'wrence'% Boy juft putting up fome Sheep,
whom they feized, and prefenting a Piftol to him.
Fielder faid he would fhoot him if he ofFer'd to cry
out, and then taking off the Boy's Garters, ty'd his
Hands, and enquired of him what Servants Mr. Laiurencekuft, and who was in the Houfe, they oblig'd
him to tell them 5 they then told him they would not
hurt him, but that he mufl go to the Door with them,
and when they knock'd, if any Body within fhould ask
who it was, that the Boy was to anfwer, and bid them
open the Door to let him in, and that they would give
him fome Money ; accordingly they led the Boy to the
Door, but he was fo terrified, that he had no Power
to
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to fpeak, whereupon Gregory knock'd at the Door, and
calling out Mr. Lawrence, the Man Servant apprehending it to be only fome of the Neighbours, opened the
Door, on which they all rulh'd in with Piftols in their
Hands, crying out, D
nyour Bhods, honv hngha-ve
you Imed here ? and immediately feized Mr, Lawrence
and his Man, threw a Cloth over their Faces, then
took the Boy and led him into the next Room with his
Hands tied, and fetting him down by the Fire, began
to examine him what Fire Arms Mr. Laivrence had in
the Houfe, and being told there was none but an old
Gun, they went and fetched that, and broke in Pieces,
then took the Man Servant and bound Jiis Hands, led
him into the Room where the Boy was, and made him
fit down there, and likewife bound Mr. Lawrence ; Turpin broke down his Breeches, and they fell to rifling his
Pockets, out of which they took one Guinea, one Portugal Piece of 36^. about 15 s. in Silver, and his Keys;
they faid that Money was not enough, they mull have
more, and drove Mr. Lawrence up Stairs, where coming to a Clofet, altho' they had taken the Key from
him before, and had it in their Cuftody, yet they broke
open the Door, and took out from thence two Guineas,
I o .f. in Silver, a Silver Cup, 13 Silver Spoons, two
Gold Rings, and what elfe they could find, and in their
Search meeting with a Bottle of Elder Wine, they took
it, and oblig'd the Servants to drink twice of it. Dorothy Street the Maid Servant, being in the Back Houfe
a churning, and hearing the Noife,. fufpefted they were
Rogues who were got into the Houfe; and in order to
fave herfelf fhe put out the Candle, but they rulh'd in
upon her, ty'd her Hands, and then brought her into
the Room where the other Servants were ; then they
rifled the Houfe of all they could get, as Linnen, Table
clothi. Napkins, Shirts, and tne Siieets from off the
Beds, trod the Beds under their Feet, to find if any
Money was conceal'd therein, and fulpsfting there was
more Money in the Houfe, tiiey brought Mr. LUTVrence down Stairs again, thret'iiing to cut his Throat,
and
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and Rofe put a Knife to it, as if he intended to do it,
to make him confefs what Money was in the Houfe,
then whipp'd him with their Hands as hard as they
could. One of them took a Chopping Bill and threatned to cut off his Leg therewith, then they broke his
Head with their Piftols, and dragg'd him about by the
Hair of the Head ; one of them took a Kettle full of
Water off of the Fire, and flung it upon him (but
thro' Providence) it did him no other Harm than only
wetting him, by Reafon the Maid had juft before took
out the greateft Part of the boyling Water, and filled
it up again with cold; then they haul'd him about
again, and fwore they would rip him up and burn him
alive, if he did not tell where the reft of the Money
was. Then they proceeded to make another Search,
and Gregory fwore to the Maid, that (he fhould Ihew
him where the Money was, (he told him, (he did not
know of any ; but he compelled her to go up Stairs,
took her into the Garret, bolted the Door, threw her
upon the Bed, and fwore he would (hoot her if (he
o(Fered to cry out, and then lay with her by Force and
Violence; after which he told her they would go to her
Mailer's Son's Houfe, which was next adjoining. In
their Search befides the before-mention'd Particulars,
they met with a Cheft of one of Mr. Latvrence'i, Sons
(who happen'd to be gone abroad in the Morning and
was not return'd) which they broke open, and took
thereout 20 I. in Money, and all his Linnen, then they
enquired of the Boy whether Mr. Lanvrence's Son
would come Home that Night, and being inform'd that
he would, they faid they would go and rob his other
Son's Houfe, and obliged the Boy to go with them to
the Door thereof, but on further Confideration they
did not go in, but threat'ned to come again in half an
Hour, and that if they then found any Body loofe,
they would kill them, (0 lock'd them all in the Parlour,
then took the Key of the Door and threw it into the
Garden. Some of the Goods were,afterwards found in
Duck-Lane, and others in Ihieving-Lane, where Rofe

and Walkif were taken.

Altho'
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Altho'' in this Robbery they got about 26 /. in Money in the whole, befides Plate and Goods, yet they
made no fair Diftribution of it among themfelves, for
to Wheeler the Evidence, who was let to watch Mr.
Lawrence and his Servants, whilfl the others were rifling
the Houfe, his Companions pretended they had only
got three Guineas in the whole, and about 6 s., 6 d. in
Silver.
Theft frequent Robberies being committed in fo daring a manner, induced his Majefty to advertife in the
Gazette, a Pardon to any one of the Criminals who had
been concern'd in the entring the Houfe of Jofeph
Laivrence, Senior, at Earhbury near Edgni-are, and in
binding him, his Man and Servant, and ufmg the faid
Mr. Laivrence in a barbarous and inhuman manner, and
in ravifhing the Maid. And alfo for a farther Encouragement, promifed a Reward of 50 /. for every one
of the Criminals who lliould be difcover'd and apprehended, to be paid upon Conviftion of the Offender or
OiFenders.
And a!fo for the readier fuppreifmg Attempts of this
Nature, his Majefty iflued out another Order, whereby
he offered a Pardon to any one of the Perfons who
fhould difcover his Accomplice or Accomplices, ia as
lie or they might be apprehended and convifted, tliat
had broke into the Houfes of Mr. Sflit of Woodford,
Chandler, of Mr. Elridge of Walthamjlonv, of Mrs.
Shelley at Langton, and of the Revd Mr. Dyde at Pamdon, all in the County of Effex, and had tobb'd them
of Money and Goods to a confiderable Value. And
alfo as a farther Encouragement, his Majefty was graciouily pleafed to promife a Reward of 50 /. for &it\y
one of the Criminals who fhould be difcover'd and apprehended, to be paid upon the Conviftion of the Offender or Offenders.
Notwitiiftanding which, on the 7th of February,,
"John Fielder, Jofeph Rofe, Humphry Walker, WilliamBujh, Richard Turpin, and Samuel Gregory, together
Vvith John Wheeler, met by Appointment at the White-
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Hart Inn, at the upper End of Drury-Lane, about five
o'clock in the Evening, where they agreed upon making
an Attempt to rob Mr. Francis a Farmer, near Marybone, and about half an Hour after fix, they fet out
from thence for Maryhone, where they arrived about
iialf an Hour after Seven; and whilft they were making
their Obfervntions of the Houfe, one of them perceiving fome Body in the Cow-houfe, they went thither,
and finding one of the Men Servants there, they feized
and bound him, fwearing they would flioot him if he
cried out, or made any Noife ; and then carry'd him
into the Stable, where was another Servant, whom they
alfo feized and bound ; they had fcarce done that before Mr. Francis, who had been abroad, and coming
Home, they met him at the Gate as he was coming up
to his Door, three of them laying their Hands upon
his Head, and he not apprehending them to be Rogues, but done in a Frolick, only faid to them, Metbinks you are mighty funny Gentlemen ; on which they
prefented tiieir Piftols to him, and fwore they would
Ihoot him if he made any Oppofition or Difturbance,
and feizing him by the Arms, led him into the Stable
to his Men, where they bound him, and left them under the Care of BuJIi and Turfin, who flood over them
with loaded Piftols, whilft the other five went to the
Houfe, and knocking at the Door, Mr. Francis'% Daughter open'd it, fuppofing it to be fome of their Men ;
but as foon as it was opened. Wheeler and the other four
rufhed in, and prefentlng their Piftols at her, threat'ned
to ftioot her if file made any Difturbance ; which the
Maid hearing, cryed out. Lord, Mrs. Sarah, luhat
have you done ? On which one of them ftruck the Maid,
and the other ftruck the Daughter, and fwore they
would murder them if they did not hold their Peace ;
Mrs. Francis hearing the Difturbance, and being apprehenfive of fome Danger, cry'd out. Lord, ivhat's
the Matter ? on which Fielder ftep'd up to her and faid,
D
nyou for an old Bitch, VII flop your Mouth prefsnt-

ly i and immediacely broke her Head with the Handle
of

'-*ll
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of his Whip, and then tied her down in a Chair bleedjng as fhe was. The iVIaid and Daughter was bound in
the Kitchen, and Gregory was fet to watch them, who
Hood Guard over them with a Piftol in his Hand, to
prevent their crying out for Affiftance, or endeavouring
to get their Liberty, whilft the other four were rifling
the Houfe, where they found (befides other Things) a
Silver Tankard, a Gold Watch, Chain and Seal, a Silver Pifture of King Charles I. wafli'd with Gold, a Silver Punch Ladle, a Silver Strainer, a Silver Cup, a pair
of Silver Spurs, a Coral fet in Silver, a Mourning Gold
J^ing with a Cypher, a Gold Ring enamelled blue with
a Stone in the middle, and Diamond on each Side, and
two Angels holding a Crown, a Gold Ring fet with
Diamonds, a Gold Ring fet with a Stone, and four
Diamonds, two Gold Rings with Pofies, a Wig, fix
Handkerchiefs, four Shirts, a Velvet Hat, two Piftols,
a piece of Gold with a Hole in it, 37 Guineas, and
10/. in Silver, which they took away with them; as
alfo Shirts, Stockings, and divers other forts of Goods;
but here as they had done before, they cheated one
another, for excepting the Goods, they only divided
9/. is. 6 d. amongtt them, the Guineas were fecreted
by him that had lain Hands on them from the reft of
his Companions. They fpent about an Hour and half
in plundering and rifling the Houfe, whilft Gregory
flood Centry over old Mrs. Francis, her Daughter and
Maid, and Bujh and Turpin over Mr. Francis, and the
two Men Servants in the Stable; when they had
pack'd up the Plunder, they threat'ned the Family that
if they made any Out-cry, they would come back and
murder them, and then marched off with what they
had got.
They had alfo formed a Defign to rob the Houfe of
Juftice Jfier near Leigh in Bjfex, upon the Information
of the Woman who kept Company with Rofe, and
with that Defign met at a Publick Houfe near Leigh,
and in the Evening went to put their Defign in Execution; but not rightly knowing nhe Way into the
Houfe,
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Houfe, they got to the Side of a Lane near it, waiting
foe an Opportunity, and with that View tied their
Horfes amongft fome Furze Bufhes, and concealed
themfelves under them, intending to have furprized
fomebody pafling by that Way, and to have obliged
them to have ihewn them the Way to the Door ; but
while they were thus lying purdue there, they heard
feveral Perfons riding along together, which happened
to be fome of the neighbouring Farmers, who had been
at the Juftices, and over-hearing their Difcourfe, fuppofed the Jullice had other Company flill remaining in
Jiis Houfe, they did not think it advifeable to attempt
it at that Time, therefore adjourned their Delign, which
fo far proved of Advantage to them, that it prevented
their being then taken, which otherwife they could hardly have avoided, by Reafon they having been obferved
in the Neighbourhood, were fuipefted to be Smagkrs;
and Information had been given to tlie Cujiom-Houfe,
.and other Officers thereabouts; and a Party of Dragoons were out in Search for them, whom they met,
but not having any Thing with them, they fufFered
them to pafs; whereas if they had committed the Robbery which they intended, and been ilopp'd by the
Soldiers, the Goods upon Search would have been
found upon them, and tho' they might have been only
ftopp'd on Sufpicion of being Smuglers, they would
thereby be difcovered to have been Houfe-breakers, and
committed accordingly.
On ^uefday the 11 th of February, Wheeler, Fielding,
Schooling, and others of the Gang, had made an Appointment to meet at a Publick Houfe in King-ftreei,
Holbourn, with an Intent to go to Neiuberry in Berkjhire, upon Information given them by a Woman who
kept Company with one of them, and who was very
affiduous and induftrious in her Perfuafions and Affiltance
to them in going upon fuch Exploits, and who had
fucn Knowledge of the Perfon at Nevjberry, who they
intended to vifit in the unwarrantable Method they had
done others before. While they were waiting there.
It
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it Iiappen'd that one Mr. H^ooii who lived at the Ni/iePin and Bcnvl at Edgivare, accidentally paffing by, and
feeing the Horfes in the Street, knew them to be the
fame Horfes on which the Fellows was on that robb'd
Mr. Laivrence; on which he got fome Aififlance, and
went into the Houfe, where he faw them, and immediately knowing fielder to be one of the Perfons, he endeavour'd to feize him, but they made great Oppofition,
two of them got off, as did alfo V/heekr, but being
purfued was taken in Bloomsbury-Market, and he together with Fielder and SchcoUng, being carry'd before
Juftice Hind in Great Ormond-ftreet, they for fomctirae
perfuled in the Denial of the Fafts ; but upon the J«ftices examining them very ftriftly. End perfuading them
to make an ingenuous Confeffion, Wheeler (who it was
believed had an Intention to make himfelf an Evidence
againft his Comrades, in order to fave his own Life)
defired to be admitted an Evidence, and then give a
long Information againft his Confederates, whereupon
he himfelf was ient to Nenu-Prifon, and his Companions Fielder and Schooling to Nenvgate.
Upon Wheeler''^ information, the Names of fevetal
of his Accomplices, with a Defcription of their Perfons, were immediately advertifed in the Gazette, and
other Papers, and Endeavours ufed to get them apprehended, but the fame proved inefFeftual, till Feb. 14,
about 11 o'clock at Night, two of thofe impeached by
Wheeler, viz. one Rofe and Walker, and alfo a Woman
who went by the Name of Rofe alias Frazier, and
fometime pafied for the Wife of Rofe, were taken at a
Brandy-Shop in Thicuitig-Lane, Weflmivfler, Mr. Laijjrenee^ Son of Earlsbury Farm, being prefent,. and affifted at the taking of them, who as foon as he faw
them, rufhed in upon them, and knocked them both
down; notwithftanding which, it was with great DiiHculty they were fecured, having feveral Piftols with
them, which they endeavoured to fire, and for that
Night they were committed to the Gatehoufe, for a
further Examination j in the meaa Time on fearching
their
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their Lodgings feveral of the Goods' which they had
ftolen were found in their Cuftodv, fome Part of whicl^.,,,
proved to be Mr. Laivrence's, and the other Part belonged to Mr. Francis oiMaryhone, and were accordingly owned by them. There were alfo found about them
to tiie Value of about 20 /. in Money, and feveral
loaded Piftols. Afterwards Rofe, Walker, and the Woman, being carried before Mr. Juftice Blachrbf, for
further Examination, and the Particulars being then
proved upon them, they were committed to Netugate,
' Rcife and Walker for Felony and Burglary, and the
•Woman as an Acceffary for receiving the Goods, knowing them to have been ftolen.
On Sunday the 16th of Feb. Samuel Gregory, one of
the faid Perfons advertifed as aforefaid, and one other
Perfon, which by the Account given of him, appear'd
to be Haines, went to a little Ale-houfe at Debden,
near Saffron Walden in Fffex, where they fpent the
Afternoon, and had ordered a Shoulder of Mutton to
be got ready for their Supper, (expefting as it was fuppofed, fome other of their Companions to have met
them at that Place) but in the mean Time one Mr.
Palmer, an Inn-keeper at Thackftead in EJJex, accidentally calling at the Houfe to drink, and feeing Gregory
and his Companion, knew them to be two of the Fellows who had been at his Houfe about the Time the
former Robberies was mentioned to have been committed in his Neighbourhood; and finding them alfo to
anfwer the Defcriptions given in the Gazette of Gregory and Haines, and being alfo informed, that they
were feen to have Piftols about them, he went privately and informed the Conftable thereof, who lived at
iome fmall Diftance from the Place, who agreed to fecure them, and getting fome others to their Affiftance,
who relying on their Number only, without any Arms,
went to the Houfe where they were, in order to apprehend them, and entering the Room, were fo weak
as to tell them their Bufmefs, before they endeavoured

to fecure them, to prevent their making Ufe of their
Piftols j

US
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Piftols; whereupon Gregory ftarted up, drew a PiftoJ,
and prefented it, but it happily mifling Fire, fome of
the Company had the Courage to pufh him backwards
into his Chair ; but not immediately purfuing that Adventure, he drew a Dagger, and wounded three or four
of them, who making little Oppofit'on, but rather
giving Way to him, and he being affifted by his Companion, they both got off for that Time ; but left behind
them a Bundle of Shirts, Stockings, Powder, Ball, and
a Piftol loaded with a Slug, and a Ball, in Lieu of the
Reckoning.
This Eicape of theirs did not hinder, but that they
had the Afi'urance ftill to proceed in their audacious
Praftices; for the next Night between Eight and Nine
o'clock, the Houfe of Mr. Berry, a noted Farmer near
Gra've/s!:d, was robb'd by five Men, (fuppofed to be
part of the fame Gang) in the following manner, <viz.
On their coming iuto the Yard, and perceiving a Light
in the Stables, they went thither, where they found
one of the Servants, and having feized and bound hiir.,
they examined him concerning his Fellow Servant, but
he not knowing where he was, they led him to the
Houfe, and knocking at the Door, on its being open'd
they all rulh'd in, feized Mr. Berry, his Wife, Maid,
and Children, whom they bound and blindfolded; after
which, leaving two of their Companions as a Guard
over Mr. Berry and his Family, the others went
to plund'ring the Houfe, where not finding fo much
Money as they expefted, they examined Mrs, Berry,
but fhe denying her having Knowledge of any more
than they had found, they flruck her over the Face
with a Piftol, which cut her pretty much, and then
went to rifling the Houfe again, where upon a ftrift
Search they found upwards of i oo /. which they took,
and fome Plate, and other Things of Value, and then
unbound the Man Servant, led him to the Stable, and
order'd him to faddle three of the bell Horfes, which
they compelled him to do, then loaded the fame with
their Plunder, carried the Man back to the Houfe, bound
him
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him again, and then went off, telling them they would
turn the Horfcs loofe at Deftford or Greennxjich, which
they did accordingly j Mrs. Berry begging to be unbound
before they went away, they D— n her, and faid
fomebody would releafe them ail in the Morning, and
that would be 'I'ime enough.
On the 2ift of Feb. a Gentleman at Eafl-Sheen in
Surry, being in his Garden in the Evening, faw four
Men coining up a back Lane towards him, fufpefting
them to be Rogues, he retired into the Houfe, to prevent any Surprize from them, and having fecured the
fame, and gave Orders to his Servants, watched the
Fellows into a fmall Ale-houfe, at a little Diftance from
his Houfe, where thej' ftaid for fome Time, and being
informed that they enquired after one Farmer King, who
lived at a Place called Ham-Farm, about a little Mile diflant, it confirmed him in his Sufpicion ; wiiereupon
he immediately fent away a Servant to the Farmer to
inform him therewith, that he might be upon his
Guard ; and as it was fufpefted they went thither, bat
the Farmer having received a Caution, had faftenec^ up
his Doors and Windows, to prevent a Surprize, and xhe
Servants being all within, fome fhort Time after the
Rogues went thither, and entering the Yard, were met
by a Maftiff Dog belonging to the Farmer, whom they
beat in fuch a violent manner, that they left him for
dead upon the Ground, and then finding the Doors and
Windows below fail, they raifed up a Hurdle to one of
the Windows, expefting to have got in thereat; but
perceiving the Farmer and his Servants were apprized
of their Intentions, and all up ready to receive them,
they gave over the Attempt, but not without fome
Oaths and Curfes at their Difappointment; and had
the Farmer made Ufe of the Precautions given him,
and had been provided with tire Arms to havereceiv'd
them, they might have killed every one of them, before they could have got off. One *of them was fuppofed to be Gregory, who ravilhed Mr. Laivrence'^
Maid, he being obferv'd to have a long Scar down one
of his Cheeks.
On
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On the 26th of February, a Country Man going to
Monfatn, accidentally faw at an Ale-houfe Samuel Gregory, one of the Accomplices in the foregoing Robberies, and knowing him, went and got proper Afliftance
well armed, who came to the Houfe, rufhed in upon
him, feized and fecured him, tho' not without great
Refiftance made by hira ; and for their greater Security
they ciiained and Hand-culFed him. He was well
drefled, and had about 80 /. in Gold, and feveral PiHols. Afterwards they let him on Horfeback, chained
his Legs under the Horfes Belly, and led him Handcutfed to the Juflices, who committed him to Goal.
Their Methods of difpofing of the Goods and EfFcds
they Hole was, not by carrying the fame to any particular Perfon to difpofe off", and to divide the Produce j
but they diftributed to each Perfon his Share of what
ready Money they got at any Place, immediately after
fuch Robberies was committed, and at the iirft convenient Place they came to, difpofed of the other Effefts
in the following manner, 'uix. Tliat if any of the Company that pleaied to fet a Price upon the Particulars as
they arofe, and whoever of the Company approved
thereof at that Price, or fuch greater or leHer as it
would bring amongft themfelves, were to be the Purchafer ; and then paid to each of the others their Share
lor proportion at that Rate or Price, and the Buyer
vended or difpofed of the lame, when or how he
thought fit.
They were executed at Tyburn on Monday the loth
of March 1735, and on Wednefday the 12th, they were
carryed in a Cart to be hung in Chains, Fielder and
Sounders \rere hung together on Red-Hill, near Edg<ware Turnpike, and Ro/e and Walker at the End of
Jiendan-Lane in the fame Road; where alfo fome Time
after Gregory was likewife hung with thcui.
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