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!F~~~I:R!I~ HIS beautiful volume has been prepared in response to the popular demand 

for the preservation of local history and biography. The method of prep

aration followed is the most successful and thE' most satisfactory yet devised 

-the most successful in tlle enormous number of volumes circulated, and 

the most satisfactory in the general preservation of personal biography 

and family record, conjointly with local history. rrhe number of volumes 

now being distl'ihutpd seems fabulous. Careful pstimates place the number 

circulated in Ohio at 50,000 volumes; Pennsylvftuia, GO,OOO; New York, 75,000; 

Indiana, 40,000; Illinois, 40,000; Iowa, ~O,OOO; Missouri, 25,000; Kansas, 

20,000; TennesEee, 20,000; Kentucky, 25,000; Georgia, 20,000; Alabama, 20,000, 

and all the other States at the same proportionate rate. The entirp State of 

Arkansas has as yet scarcely been touched by the historian, but is now being 

rapidly written. 

The design of the present extensive biographical and historical research is to 

gather alld preserve in attractive form, while fresh with the evidence uf truth, the enormous fund 

of perishillg occurrence. In gathering the matter for the histol'ical sketches of the conl1ties~ it 

was thought VI i::::.est, owillg to the limited space, to collate alld condellse ouly the most valuable 

items, by l'eaSOll of which such sketches are a credit to the book, and of permanent worth. 

III the preparation of this volume the Publishers have met with nothing but courtesy and 

, assistance from the public. Nothing pToruisel1 is omitted, nIHl much not promised is given. 

About :fifty pages of State histoTY were guaranteed; over twi( A that number are given. Special 

caTe was employed and great expense incurred to re,nde1' the volume accnrate. In all cases the 

personal sketches were submitted by mail, and in most instances were correctec1 and returDed 

by the subjects themselves. Comillg as they do from the most illustrious families of tlie State 

-all worthy citizens from the upper, middle anel lower classes-they form in themselves the 

most complete account of the Northeast Counties eveT written, and their great value to future 

generations will be warmly acknowledged by all thoughtful people~ ",Vith many thanks to their 

friends for the success of such a clifficult enteTprise, the Publishers respectfully tender this fiue 

vol ume to their patrons. 
THE rUBLISHERS. 

December, 1889. 
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matter of first impol' 

tance for every civilized peo
ple to know is the economic 
geology of the country they 
:inhabit. The rocks and the 
climate are the solution in 
the end of all problems of 

life, as they are the prill!e sources 
from which all that human beings 

The foundation of civilizabon 

j 

l'Psts upon the agricl1lturif>ts, and 
nothing can be of more importance to this class 
than some knowledge of what materials plants are 
composed, and the source from whence they de
rive existf'nce; the food upon which plants live 
and grow; how they are nourished or destroyed; 
what plant, food is appropriated by vegetation 
itself, without man' 8 aid or intervention, through1'-:natural operations in constant action. The 

.:>-t!o<. 

GEOLOGy-bIPORTANCE OF GEOLOGIC STUDy-AREA AND CLIMATE-BOUNDARIES-PRINCIPAL STREAiliS 


OF THE ~TATE-THE MOUNTAIN 8YSTE~IS-TRE GREAT ~PltINGS-DIVERSITY OF 80ILS


CAVES-THE MINES, THEIR 'VONDERFUL DEPOSITS AND FOR::\IATIONS. 


Such hlessings Nature pours, 
O'erstocked mankind enjoys but half her stores.-Young. 

schools will some day teach the children these use 
ful and fundamental lessons, and then, beyond all 
peradventure, they WIll answer very completely 
the lately propounded question: "Are the public 
schools a failure?" The knowledge of the ele 
mentary principles of the geology of this country 
is now the demand of the age, made upon all na 
tions, in all climes. 

The character of vegetation, as well as the 
qualities of the waters and their action upon vege
table and animal life, is primarily determined 
by the snbjacent rocks on which the soil rests. 
Earth and air are but the combinations of the 
original gases, forming the solids, liquid~ and the 
atmosphere surrounding the globe. The soil is 
but the decomposed rocks their ashes, in other 
words, and hence is seen the imperati, e necessity of 
the agriculturist Ilnderstanuing something of the 
rocks which lie beneath the land he wonld success 
fuJly cultivate. He who is educated in the simple 
funda.l.::lental principles of geology~a thing easier 
to learn than is the Jifference in the oaks and pines 
of the forest-to him there is a clear comprehension 
of the life-giving qualities stored in the surface 
rocks, as well as a knowledge of the minerals to be t 
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found in their company. A youth so educated 
possesAes incomparable advantages over his school 
companion in the start of life, who has concentrated 
his energies on the classics or on metaphysical sub 
jects, whether they enter the struggle for life as 
farmers, stock raisers, miners or craftsmen. It 
is as much easier to learn to analyze a rock, min
eral or soil, than to learn a Greek verb, as the one 
is more valuable to know than the other. All true 
knowledge is the acquirement of that which may 
aid in the race of life, an education that is so prac
tlcal that it is always helpful and useful. 

The geology of Arkansas, therefore, so far as 
given in this chapter, is in fact but the outline of 
the physical geography of one of the -;nost interest
ing localities of the continent, and is written 
wholly for the lay reader, and attempted in a 
manner that will reach his understanding. 

\Yithin the boundary lines of the State are 53,
045 square miles, or 33,948,800 acres. It has 
3,868,800 more acres of land than the State of 
New York, and multiplies many times the com
bined natural resources of all the New England 
States. It has 2,756 miles of naVIgable rivers. 

j 

It had a population in 1880, as shown by the 
census, of 802,525. Of these there were 10,330 
foreigners and 210,666 colored. In 1820 the Ter
ritoTy had a population of 14,255; in 1830, of 30,
338; in 1840, of 97,554; in 1850, of 209,897; in 
1860, of 435,450; in 1870, of 481,471. (This 
was the Civil War decade.) In 1885 the popula
tion had advanced about 200,000 over the year 
1880, or was near 1,000,000. In 1887 it reacheJ 
the :figures of 1,260,000, or an increase of more 
than a quarter of a million in two years, and there 
is reason to believe this increased ratio will pass 
beyond the two million mark in the next census. 
At least, an increase of one hundred per cent in 
the ten years is indicated. Keeping in mind that 
there are no great populous cities in the State, it 
will be known that this has been that healthy in
crease of population which gives glowing promises 
for the future of the State, Here thE' agricultural 
districts, and the towns and cities, have kept even 
pace, while in some of the leading States of the 
Mississippi Valley the great cities have grown 

, 

while the rural popUlation has markedly decreased. 
These are serious problems to reflective minds in 
those States where the cities are overgrowing and 
the country is declining. Happily, Arkansas is 
troubled with no surh indications of the disturbed 
natural distribution of its people. The State, 
since it emerged from the dark and evil days of 
civil war and reconstruction, has not only not been 
advertised in regard to its natural resources, but 
has been persistently slandered. The outside world, 
more than a generation ago, were plausibly led 
to believe the energy of its citizens was justly 
typified in the old senseless ballad, "The Arkan 
saw Traveler," and the culture and refinement of 
its best people are suppos8d to be told in the 
witty account of Judge Halliburton's "First Piano 
in Arkansas." The ruined hopes, the bankrupted 
fortunes and the broken hearts that are the most 
recent history of the \Vestern deserts, form some of 
the measure the poor people are paying for the de
ceptions in this regard that have been practiced 
upon them. These silly but amusing things have 
had their effect, but they were pleasant and harm
less, compared to thp latest phase of pretexts for 
persistent pUblication;:, of the cruelest falsehoods 
ever heaped upon the heads of innocent men. But, 
in the end, even this will do good; it is to be seen 
now among the people. It will put the people of 
the State upon their mettle, resulting, if that is 
not already the fact, in giving it the most orderly, 
law abiding, peaceful and moral people of any 
equal district of the Union. 

The State is in the central southern portion of 
the great Mississippi Valley, and in climate, Boil, 
rocks, minerals and water may well be designated 
as the capital of this "garden and granary of the 
world," with resources beneath the surface that 
are not, taken all together, surpassed on the globe. 
Its eastern line is the channel of the Mississippi 
River" beginning at the parallel 36 of north lati
tude, thence west with said parallel to the middle 
of the main channel of the St. Francois (Francis) 
River; thence up the main channel of said last men
tioned riVe!· to the parallel of 36° 30' of north lati 

tude; thence west with the last mentioned parallel, t 
or along the southern line of the State of Missouri, 
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to the southwest corner of said State; thence to be 
bounded on the west to the llorth bank of Red 
River, as designated by act of Congress and treat
ies, existing January 1, 1837, defining the western 
limits of the Territory of Arkansaw, and to be 
bounaed west across and south of Red River by 
the boundary line of the Stat? of Texas as far as 
the northwest corn~r of the State of Louisiana; 
thence easterly with the northern boundary line of 
said last named State to the illiddle of the main 
channel of the Mississippi River; thence '1P the 
middle of the main channel of said last mentioned 
river, including an island in said I·iver known as 
Belle Point Island, and all other land. as originally 
surveyed and included as a part of the Territory, or 
State of Arkansas, to the 30° of nOl"th latitude, to 
the p] ace of beginning." * 

The State includes between its north and south 
boundary lines the country lying between parallel 
of latitude 33° north, and parallel of latitude 36° 
30' north, and between. its east to west lines the 
country between longitude 90° and a little west of 
longitude 94° 30' . Its geographical position on 
the continent assures the best conditions of tem 
perature, salubrity and rainfall, this being shown 
by the absence of the intense beat and the cold 
storms of the higher latitudes and the drouths of 

the west. 
J.1"'rom the meteorological reports it is learned 

that the average rainfall in the State during June, 
July and August is sixteen inches, except a narrow 
belt in the center of the State, where it is eighteen 

j 

* 'file above descriptive boundary lincf:> are in the au
thoritative language of the State Constitutional Conven
tion. To understand the south and west lines necessi tates 
a reference to the treaties and acts of Congress. The fol 
lowing would simplify the descriptive part of the west 
and south lines: Beginning at the southwest corner of 
Missouri, or in the center of Section 19, Township 21, 
Range 34 wef:>t of the fifth principalmcriclian line, thence 
in a straight line south, bearing a little east to strike the 
east line of Section 4. Township 8 north, Range 32 wcst; 
thence in a strai~ht \ine south, bearing: a. little wesL to 
where the line strikes Red River in Dection 14, Township 
13 south, Range 33 west; thence along- said river 10 the 
southwest corner of Section 7, TOIvnship 14 south, Range 
28 west; thence south to the northwest corner of the north
east quarter of Section 18, Township 20 south, Range 28 
west; thence east along the 33° of latitude to the middle 
of the channel of the :Mississippi River; thence up said 
river to the place of beginning. The State lines run 
with the lines of latitnde and the meridional lines, and 
not with the government survey lines. 

inches, and a strip on the western portion of the 
State, where it is from eight to fourteen inches. 
Accurate observations covering fifteen years give 
an average of seventy-five rainy days in the year. 

Of twenty three States where are reported 134: 
destructive tornadoes, four were in Arkansas. 

The annual mean temperature of Los Angeles, 
Oal., is about 1° les8 than that of Little Rock. 

The watershed of the State rnns from the 
north of west to the sontheast, from the divide of 
the Ozark Mountain I'ange, except a few streams 
on the east side of the State, which flow nearly 
parallel with the l\1ississippi River, which runs a 

little west of south along the hne of the State. 
North of the Ozark divide the streams bear to a 
northerly dir€'ction. 

Of the navigable rivers within its borders the 
Arkansas is navigable 505 miles; Bartholomew 
Bayou, 68 miles; Black River, 147 miles; Ourrent 
River, 63 miles; Fourche La Favre River, 73 
miles; Little Missouri River, 7--1 miles; Little Red 
River. 48 miles; Little River, 98 miles; Missis
sippi River, 424: miles; Ouachita River, 134 miles; 
Petit Jean River, 105 miles; Red River, 02 miles; 
Saline River, 125 miles; St. Francis River, 180 
miles; \Vhite River. 619 miles. 

These streams flow into the Mississippi River 
and give the State an unusual navigable river 
frontage, and they run 80 nearly in parallel lines 
to each other anu are distributed so equally as to 
give, especially the eastern half and the southwest 
part of the State, the best and cheapest transporta
tion facilities of any State in the Union. These 
free rivers will in all times control the extortions of 
transportation lines that are so oppressive to the 
people of less favored localities. 

The Arkansas River passes diagonally across 
the center of the State, entering at Fort Smith, and 
emptying into the Mississippi at Napoleon. 

Souih of this the main stream is the Ouachita 
River and its tributaries; the Saline River, which 
divi(les nearly equally the territory between the 
Arkansas and Onachita Rivers; and the Little Mis 
souri on the southwest, which divides the territory 
between the Ouachita and Reel Rivers. North of 
the Arkansas, and about equally dividing the tel' 
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ritory between the Mississippi and the Arkansas 
Rivers, is 'Vhite River, running nearly southAast. 
Its main tributary on the west if! Little Red Hi vel', 
and on the northeast Black River, which enters the 
State from Missouri, and flows southwesterly and 
empties into the White at Jacksonport, J aclmon 
County. Another important tributary is Cache 
River, which flows a little west of south from Clay 
County, emptying into the White neal' Clarendon. 

Eel River is in the northeast cornel' or the 
State and partially drains Craighead County. 
Eleven Points, Currant, Spring and Strawbf>rry 
Rivers are important tributaries of Black River. St. 
Francis River flows from :Missouri, and from 360 

30' north latitude to 360 north latitude it forms 
the boundary line between l\lissouri and Arkansas, 
and continuing thence south empties into the l\rIis 
sissippi a few miles above Helena. 

Main Fork of 'Yhite River rises in Madison 
County and flows northwest in and through \Vash
ington County into Benton Oounty; thence north
east into Missouri, returning again to Arkansas ill 
Boone County. Big North Fork of ,"hite River 
rises in the south central part of Missouri, flows 
southward, and forms its junction in Baxter County, 
Ark. La Grue River is a short distance south of 
·White River; it rises in Prairie County and joins 
the ,Yhite in Desha Cuunty. Middle Fork of 
Saline River rises in Garland County and flows 
southeast. Rolling Fork of Little River rises in 
Polk and passes south through Sevier County. 
Cassatot River also rises in Polk and passes south 
through Sevier County. Clear Fork of Little 
.Missouri rises in Polk County and passes south
east, East Fork of Poteau River rises in Scott 
County and runs nearly due west into the Indian 
Territory. L' Auguille River rises in Poinsett 
County and flows throllgh Cross, St. Francis and 
Lee Counties, and empties into the St. Francis 
within a few miles of the mouth of the latter. Big 
\Vattensaw River rises in Lonoke County and runs 
east into Prairie County, and empties into White 
River. Muddy Fork of Little Missouri River rises 
in Howat'd County and runs southeast. Yache 
Grass River runs north throngh Sebastian County 
and empties into the Arkansas River east of Fort 

Smith. Terre Noir River runs from northwest to 
the southeast in Clark Oounty and emptieR into 
Ouachita River, Sulphur Fork of Red River en
ters the State from Texas, about the center of the 
west line of Miller County, and running a little 
south of east empties into Red River. Sabine River 
flows south through the central southern portions of 
the State, and empties into the Ouachita River near 
the south line of the State. 

There are numerous creeks forming tributa
ries to the streams mentioned, equally distributed 
over the State, which are fully described in the 1'e
spective counties. Besides these water courses 
mention should properly be made of the nineteen 
bayous within the State's borders. 

The Ozark Mountains pass through the north 
ern pOl,tion of Arkansas, from west to east, and 
form the great divide in the watersheds of the 
State. Rich Mountains are in the central western 
part, and run east from its west line, fmming the 
dividing line between Scott and Polk Counties, 
and also between Scott and l\lontgomery Counties, 
and run into Yell County. 

South and east of the Rich Mountains are the 
Silver Leaf Mountains, also running east and west 
n'om Polk County, through Montgomery to Gar 
land County. These are the mountain formations 
seen about Hot Springs. Sugar Loaf Mountain 
is in Cleburne County, and receives its name from 
its peculiar shape. It is in the northern central 
part of the State. Another mountain of the same 
name, containing the highest point in the State, is 
in Sebastian Connty, and extends into the Indian 
Territory. Boston Monntains are in the north,,, est 
ern part of the State, f1mning east and west in 
Washington, Crawford and other counties. These 
include the main mountainous formations. There 
are many points in these ranges that have local 
names. 

It wou1<l require volumes to give a complete 
account of the variety of the innumprable springs 
which ~-'urst forth with their delicious waters
warm, hot and cold, salt, mineral and medicated. 
The fame of some of the medical, and the Hot 
Springs of Arkansas, are known throughout the 
civilized world, and pilgrims from all nations come 

" 
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to be washed aDd healed in them. They were 
known to and celebrated by the pre historic peoples 
of America; and the migrating buffaloes, ages and 
ages ago, came annually from tlH' land of the Da
kotas to the spring waters of Arkansas. The in 
stincts of the wild beasts antedate the knowledge 
of man of the virtlles and values of the delicious 
waters so bountifully given to the State. Nearly 
all over its territory is one wonder after another, 
filling every known range of springs and spring 
waters, which, both in abundance of flow and in 
medicinal properties, mock the world's previous 
comprehension of the possibilities of nature in this 
respect. 

When De Soto, in June, 1542, discovered the 
Mississippi River and crossed into (now) Arkansas, 
and had traveled north into the territory of 1\Iis 
som'i, he heard of the ,. hot lakes" and turned 
about and arrived in time where is now Hot Springs. 
Even then, to the aborigines, this was the best
known spot on the continent, and was, and had 
been for centuries, their great sanitarium. The 
tribes of the ]{Iississippi Valley had long been in 
the habit of sending here their invalids, and even 
long after they were in the possession of the whites 
it was a common sight to see the camp of repre
sentatives of many different tribes. The whites 
made no improvement in the locality until 1807. 
Now there is a flourishing city of 10,000 inhab 
itants, and an annual arrival of visitors of many 
thousands. The waters, climate. mountain air and 
grand scenery combine to make this the great 
world's resort for health and pleasure seekers, and 
at all spasons of the year, The seasons round, with 
rarest exceptions, are the May and October months 
of the North. 

In the confined spot in the valley called Hot 
Springs there are now known seventy-one springs. 
In lS()O the State geologist, D. D. Owen, only 
knew of forty, Others will no doubt be added to 
the list. These mnge in temperature from 93° 
to 150° Fahrenheit. They dischal'ge over 300,000 
gallons of water daily. The waters are clear, taste
less and inodorous; they come from the sides of the 
ridge pure and sparkling as tbe pellucid Neva; hoW 
jng in solution, aR they rush up hot and bubbling 
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from nature's most wonderful alembic, every yalua 
ble minera~ constituent. In the cure~ especially of 
nearly all manner of blood and chronic diseases, 
they are unequaled, and their wonders have be
come mainly known to all the world by the liv
lUg and breathing advertisements of those who 
bave proven in their own persons their wonderful 
cur'ative powers. To reach Hot Springs and be 
healed, is the hope and aspiration of the invalid, 
when all other remedies have failed. And it is 
but just now that the pleasure seeker, the tourist, 
the scientist, and the intE'lligence anu culture of 
the world are beginning to understand that this 
is one of the world's most inviting places to see 
and enjoy. 

But the marvels of the district are not confined 
to the immediate locality of Hot Springs. Here 
is indeed a wide district, with a quantity and variety 
of medical springs th~t are simply inapproachable 
on the globe. Going west from Hot Springs are sys
tems of springs running into :Montgomery Count) 
a distance of forty miles. As continued discov 
eries of other springs in Hot Springs are being 
made, and as these widely distributed outlying 
springs are comparatively of recent disclosure. it 
may be assumed that for many years to come new 
and valuable springs will become celebrated, 

In Oal'roll County, in the northwest part of 
the State, are Enreka Springs, only second to Hot 
Springs in the wide celebrity of fame as healing 
waters. They, too, may well be considered one of 
the world's wonders. There are forty-two of these 
springs within the corporate limits of the city that 
has grown up about them. They received no pub
lic notice until 1879, when with a bound they 
became advertised to the world. Their wonderful 
cures, especially in cases of rheumatism, cancer, 
uyspepsia and other. if not nearly all, chronic 
diseases, have bordered on the marvelous, if not 
the miraculous. 

In 'Yhite County are the noted -White Sulphur 
Springs, at Searcy, and the sulphur and chalyb 
eate springs, known as the Armstrong and the 
Griffin Springs. and the medical springs Blan 
chard Springs-jn Union County; tbe Ravenden 
Spl'ings, in nandolph County, and the Sugar Loaf 
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Springs, iu Cleburne County; the very recently elig 
covered Lithia Springs, neal' Hope, in Hempstend 
County, pronounceJ by a leading meo.ical journal, 
in its January issue, 1889, to be the most remark
able discovery of this class of nH='(lical waters of 
this century. These are some of the leat1ing springs 
of the State which possess unusual medicillal 
properties. By a glance at the map it will be seen 
they are distributed nearly equally all over its t~:n" 
ritory. Simply to catalogne them and give accom 
panying analyses of the waters would make a pon 
derous volume of itself. In the aLove list have 
been omitted mention of the fine Bethseda Springs 
in Polk County, or the fine iron and chalybeate 
springs near :Magnolia; Bussey's Springs, near 
Eldorado, Union County; Butler's Saline ChaIyb 
€late Springs, in Columbia County; the double 
mineral spring of J. I. Holdernist, in Calhoun 
County; a large number of saline cbalybeate 
springs in Township 10 soutb, Range 23 west, in 
Hempstead County, called Hubbard's Springs; or 
Crawford's Sulphur Springs; or those others in 
Section 16, Township 12 south, Range 10 west; or 
Murphy's or Leag's Mineral Springs, all in Brad
ley County; or Gen. Royston's noted chalybeate 
springs in Pike Oounty, and still many others that 
are known to possess mineral qualities, though no 
complete examination of them has yet been made. 

Special mention should not be omitted of the 
Mountain Valley Springs, twelve miles northwest 
of Hot Springs. The fame of these springs has 
demanded the shipment of water, lately, to distant 
localities in vast and constantly increasing quan 
tities. The knowledge of them is but compara
tively recent, and yet their wonderful healing 
qualities are already widely known. 

Innumerable, apparently, as are the health 
springs of Arkansas, they are far surpassed by 
the common spring'! found nearly all over the 
SLate. 

Mammoth Spring is in Fulton County, and is 
unrivaled in the country. The watf'r boils up 
from an opening 120 feet in circumference, and 
flows uninterruptedly at the rate of 9,000 bW'l'els a 

minute. From the compression of so large an 
amount of carbonic acid held in solution, the whole 
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surface or this water basin is in a continual state of 
effervescence. Spriug RivE'r, a holel stream, is 
produced by this hpring, and gives an unlimited 
amount of water powel'. 

The general division of the c:;urfaco of the State 
is uplands ano. lowlands. It is a timber State, 
with a large number of small prairies. East and 
Dear Little Rock is Lonoke Prairie, and other 
small prairie'3 are in the southwest part. In its 
northeast portion are some large strl ps or prairie, 
and there are many other small spob bare of tim 
bel' growths, but these altogether compo:-,e only a 
small portion of the State's surface. 

The variety and excellence of soib are not sur
passed by any State in the Union. The dark 
alluvial prevails in nearly all the lowlands, while 
on many sections of the uplands are the umber red 
soil"l of the noted tobacco lands of Cuba. About 
two thirds of the State's surface shows yellow pine 
growth, the great tall trees standing side by side 
with the hardwoods, walnut, maple, grapevines, 
sumac, etc. A careful analysis of the soils and 
subsoils of eVHY county in the State by the 
eminent geologist, Prof. D. D. Owen, shows this 
result: The bpst soils of Iowa, 'Visconsin and 
Minnesota are inferior to the best soils of AI'kan 
sas in rertilizing properties. The following re
ports of State geologists tell the story: 

Ark. l\Iino. Iowa. Wis. 

Organic allu Volatile Matter.. 14,150 6,334 6,028 6,580 
Alumnia.. .... ... ....... ... . 8,715 5,585 3,288 4,610 
Carbonate Lime ............ 21.865 690 940 665 

In fertilizing qualities the only comparative 
results to the Arkansas soils are found in the blue 
llmestone districts of Central Kentucky. 

Analysi'3 of the soils shows the derivative geo
logical formation of soils, and their agricuItUl'al 
vahH's; their losses by cultivation, a'nd what soils 
lying convpnient will repair the waste. Arkansas 
Connt.,', the mother of counties in the State, lying 
in the southeast, shows the tertiary formations. 
Benton County, at the opposite northwest corner, 
has tht> subCaI'boniferous. The tertiary is found 
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~n Newton Uonnty; Clark, Hempstead and Sevier 
show the cretaceous; Conway, Crawford, Jolmson, 
Ouachita, Perry, Polk, Pope. Prairie, Pulaski, 
Scott, Van Buren, 'Vhite, Garland and Montgom
ery, the novaculite, or whetston8 grit; Greene, 
Jackson, Poinsett and Union, the quaternary. In 
addition to Benton, given abovf', are IndependencE', 
Madison, Monroe, Searcy and \Vashington, subcar
boniferous. The lower silurian is represented in 
Fulton, Izard, Lawrence, Marion and Randolph. 
These give the horizons of the rock formations of 
the State. The State has 28,000,000 acres or 
woodland-eighty one and one half per cent of her 
soil. Of this twenty eight per cent is in cleared 
farms. 

If there be drawn a line on the map, beginning 
a few miles west of longitude 91°, in the direction 
of Little Rock, thence to the north boundary line 
of Clark County, just ,vest of the Iron Mountain 
Railroad, then nearly due west to the west line of 
the State, the portion north of this line will be the 
uplands, and south the lowlands. The uplands 
correspond with the Paleozoic, and lowlands with 
the N eozoic. 

The granitic axis outbursts in Pulaski, Saiine, 
Hot Springs, Montgomery, P-ike and Sevier Coun
ties, and runs from the northeast to the southwest 
through the State. In Northern Arkansas the dis
turbanCE> shows itself in small faults, gentle folds 
and slightly indurated shales; but nearer the gran
ite axis, greater faults, strata with high dip and 
talcose slate, intersected with quartz and calcite 
veins, become common. These disturbances are 
intimately connected with, and determine to sOllie 
extent, the character of the mineral deposits of 
the State. The veins along the granite axis were 
filled probably with hot alkaline waters depositing 
the metalliferous compounds they contained. 

Almost every variety of land known to the 
agriculturist can be found, and, for fertility, the 
soils of the State arB justly celebrated. Composed 
as they are of uplands and lowlands, and a varipty 
of climate, they give a wide range of products. 
In the south and central portions are produced the 
finest cotton in the markets, while the uplands 
yield fruits in abundance and variety. No place 

ill the great valley pxcels it in variety of gal'den 
vegetables, small and orchard fruits, grasses, 
grains, and other field crops. Among agriculturists 
in Arkansas, truly cotton has been king. It is 
grown upon lands that would produce a hundred 
bns1181s of corn to the acre. All over the State a 
bal(' of cotton to the acre is the average-worth at 
this tiIlle $30. Per acre it is about the same labor 
to raise as corn. In the varied and deep rich 
soils of the State are produced the vegetation 
fruits, vegetables and plants of the semi-tropic re 
gions, and also the whole range or the staple prod 
ucts of the north. Cereals, fruits and cotton 
grow as well here as anywhere. In the uplanus 
will some day be raised grapes and tobacco that 
will be world famous. 

That portion of the hilly lands in Clay, Greene, 
Craighead, Poinsett, St. FI'ancis, Lee and Phillips 
Counties, known as Crowley's ridge, has a soil and 
vegetable growth distinctive from any other por
tion of the State. Its principal forest growth is 
yellow poplar, which is found in immense size. 
'Vith this timber are the oak, gum, hickory, wal 
nut, sugar and maple. The soil is general1y of a 
light yellowish or gray color, often gravelly, very 
friable and i?-asily cultivated, producing abundant 
crops of cotton, corn, oats, clover, timothy and red 
top, and is most excellent for fruits. 

The prevailing soil is alluvial, with mOfe or 
less diluvial soils. The alluvial soils, especially 
along the streams, are from three to thirty feet 
deep, and these rich bottoms are often miles in 
width. There are no stronger or more productive 
lands than these anywhere, and centuries or cul
tivation create no necessity for fertilizers. 

The swamp lands or slashes as a general thing 
lie stretched along between the alluvial lands and 
second bottoms. They are usually covered with 
water during the winter and spring, and are too 
wet ror cultivation. though dry in tbe summer and 
fall. They can be pasily reclaimed by draining. 

The second bottoms are principally on the east
ern side of the State, extending from the slashes to 
the hills. The soil is mostly gray color, sometimes 
yellowish, resting upon a subsoil of yellowish or 
mulatto clay. The rich, black lands preyaillargely t 
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in Hempstead, Little River. Sevier, Nevada, Clark, 
Searcy, Stone, Izard and Indppendence Connties. 

In the mountainous range of the Ozarks, in 
Independence County, are remarkable cave forma
tions. They are mostly nitre caves and from these 
and others in the southeast and we~t of Batesville, 
the Confederacy obtained much of this necessity. 
Near Cushman, Independence County, are the won
derful caves. The extent and marvelous beauty of 
formations are in the great arched room, the 
" King's Palace." This cave has been explo:r.ed 
for miles under the earth, anu many wonders and 
beauties are seen on every hand. On the side of 
the mouth of one of the caves in this vicinity a 
strong spring leaps from the mountain's side and 
into the cave, and the rnmbling of the rushing 
waters beneath thE' earth can be heard quite a dis 
tance. The notable saltpetre caves are in l\Iarion, 
Newton, Carroll, Independence, 'Yashington and 
Benton Counties. 

There are gold mines in Arkansas, yet no re
markable finds that is, no marvelous wonders have 
as yet been uncovered. The universal diffusion 
of milky quartz in veins. seams and beds, as well 
as all the other gpological tokens which lead on to 
fortune. are recpnt discoveries, and the intelligent 
gold hunters arp here in abundance. ,Yho can 
tell what the future may have in store? But 
should no rich paying gold fields ever be found, 
still in the resources or the State are ores of silver, 
antimony, zinc, iron, lead, copper, manganesp, 
marble, granite, whet and honestone, rock crystal, 
paints, nitre earths, kaolin, marls, freestone, 
limestone, buhr and grindstone anel slate, which 
may well justify the bol(l assertjon of that eminent 
geologist, Prof. D. D. Owpn. in 18GO, after care 
fully looking over the State, "that Arkansas is 
destined to rank as Ol1e of the richest minpral 
States in the Union.)l Its zinc ores compare 
favorably with those of 8ilesia, and its argentif 
erous galena far exceeds in percentage of silver the 
average of such ores of other countries. Its 

j 
novaC'ulite (whetstone) rock can not be excelleu in 
fineness of texture, beauty of color, and sharpness 
of grit. Its crystal monntains for extent, and 
their products for beauty, brilliancy an'[ transpar
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ency, have no rivals in the worlel. Its mineral 
waters are in variety and values equalled only by 
its mineral products. 

Anticipating the natural qllPstiuns as to why 
the mines of Arkansas are not better ueveloped, it 
will be sufficient to condense to the utmost Prof. 
Owen's worc1s in l'E'fel'ence to the Bellah mine in 
Sevier County: "It is the same vein that i c; found 
in Pulaski County, and runs northeast amI south
west nearly through the State. SOlDe year:-, ago 
the Bellah mine was explored auc1 six shafts were 
sunk. Three of the principal shafts were about 
thirty feet deep. The work was done unuer the 
supervision of Richard ,r. Bellah, afterward of 
Texas. There was a continuous vein, increasing 
in thickness as far as he went. On the line other 
shafts were sunk from six to twelve feet deep, all 
showing the ore to be continuous. About five tons 
of are were taken out. A portion of this was 
sent to Liverpool, England, to be tested, and the 
statement in return was 'seventy three per cent 
lead, and 1-18 ounces of silver to the ton.' " l\Ir. 
Bellah wrote to Prof. Owen: "I am not willing 
to lease the mines; but I will sell for a reasonable 
price, provided my brother and sister will sell at 
the same. I have put the price upon the mines, 
and value it altogethel' [4GO acres of land] at 
$10,000." Such was the condition of affairs at 
this mine when the war came. Substantially, this 
is the ante bellum history of the AI'kansa "'i mining 
interests. Prof. Owen reports pickiug up from 
the debris of these desertecl shafts on" that anal 
yzed seventy three per cent lead and fifty two and 
one-half ounces of silver to the ton of lead. 

That these rich fiE'lds should lie fallow gl'onnd 
through the generations can now be accounted for 
only from the blight of slavery upon the enter 
prise anel industry of people, the <?vils of a great 
civil war, and the natural adaptation of the Roil and 
slavery to the raising of cotton. 

On the line of this vein, in Saline County, 
from very snperficial explorations, were discovered 
veins Leafing argentiferou8 lead and copper. 

Lead is found in about every connty in North 
ern Arkansas. These are a continuation of the 
l\Iissonri lead ores. The richest argentiferons lead I. 
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ores reported are in Pulaski, Saline, Montgomery, 
Polk, Pike, Ashley and Sevier Counties, being 
found in the quartz and calcite gangues. It is a'3 
80ciated in the north of the State with zinc, cop
per, and with antimony in Sevier County. 

One of the latest disC'overips is the value of the 
antimony mines of Polk and Sevier Oounties. A 
mine is being worked successfully for antimony, 
and the increase of silver is improving as the 
shaft goes down. At any hOUl' in the progress of 
the work, according to the opinions of the best 
scientific mining experts, this shaft may reach one 
of the noted silver deposits of the world. In the 
Jeff OlaI'k antimony mine, at a distance of 100 
feet down, was found a rich pocket of silver. In 
every particular, so far, this mine is a transcript of 
that of the noted Comstock mine. The Comstock 
mine showed silver on the surface; so did the Sev
ier Oounty mine; then it passed down 100 feet, 
following a vein of antimony; so has the Sevier 
mine; then in each h~s silver been found. 

There is an unchanging law which governs the 
rock and mineral formations. Nature never lies, 
and there is no doubt that the Arkansas mineral 
belt, through :L\Iontgomery, Polk, Howard and Sev
ier Counties, will prove to be one of the richest 
mining districts of the world. 

The antimony mine has been quite successfully 
worked the past two years. The Bob ,y01£ mine, 
Antimony Bluff mine, and Stewart Lode are being 
profitably worked. Oapital and the facilities for 
reducing ores by their absence are now the only 
drawback to the mineral products of the State. 

Iron is found native in the State only in meteor
ites. 1'he magnatite ore is found plentiful in l\Iag 
net Oove. Lodestones frOID this place are t5hippec1 
abroad, and have a high reputation. This is one 
of' the best iron ores, and the scarcity of fuel and 
transportation in the vicinity are the causes of its 
not being worked. The limonite iron ore is the 
common ore of all Northel'n Arkansas; immense 
depoRits are found in LawrencE', where several 
furnaces are operated. In the southern part of the 
State is the bog iron ore. The brown hematite is 

j 
found in Lawrence, Randolph, Fulton and other 
counties. W Ol'kable veins of manganese al'e found 

in Indepenuence County. rrhis "aluable ore is im 
ported now from Spain; it is used in making Spie 
gel iron. 

Bituminous and semi anthracite coal is found 
in the true coal measures of the uplands of AI' 
kansas. That of the northwest is free from suI 
phur. The semi-anthracite is found in the valley 
of the Arkansas River. These coal fields cover 
10,000 acres. There are four defined coal hori
zons the subconglomerate, lower, middle and up 
per. The coal fields of this State belong to the 
lowest the subcarboniferous-in the shale or 
millstone grit less than 100 feet above the Archi
medes limestone. In the AI'kansas Valley these 
veins aggregate over six feet. The veins lie high 
in the Boston Mountains, dipping south into thp 
Arkansas Valley. Shaft mining is done at Coal 
Hil], Spaclra and many other points. It is shipped 
down the river in quantities to New Orleans. 

Aluminum, COl'undum, sapphire, oriental ruby, 
topaz and amethysts are found in Howard aDd 
Sevier Counties. Strontianite is found in J\Iag 
net Oove valuable in the puritication of sugar. 
In the synclinal folds of Upper Arkansas common 
salt is easily obtained. Good salt springs are in 
Sevier County, also in Dallas and Hot Springs 
Oounties. Chalcedony, of all colors, cornelian, 
agates, novaculite. honestone, buhrstone, varieties 
of granite, eight kinds of E'lE'gant marble, sand 
stones, white, gray, red, brown and yellow, are 
common in the grit horizon; flagstones, roofing 
and pencil slates, talc, kaolin, ahound in Saline, 
Washington, St. Fl'ancis and Greene Counties. The 
potter's clay of Miller, Saline and Washington is 
extensively worked. "Rock oil" has been dis
covered in large pockets in Northwest Arkansas. 

In the development of its mineral resources the 
State is still in its infancy, so much so, indeed, 
that what will prove yet to be the great sources of 
wealth are not even now produced as a commer 
cial commodity. In 80me respects thi, is most re 
markable. For instance, Arkansas might supply 
the world, if neces~ity required, with lime and 
cement, can produce the best of each at the least 
cost, and yet practically all these consumed are 
impOl'ted bel'e fl'Olll other States. Years ago Prof. t 

~-0----r------------------------------------------------------------------------------,-----Q!~' 




HI8TORY OF ARKANSAS. 

D. D. Owen called attention to the valuable marls 
in the southwest part of the State, but the great 
beds lie untouched and cotton planters send off for 
other fertilizers. So also of the great beds of 
gypsum that lie uncovered and untoucbecL rrhe 
ontside world wants unlimited Rupplies of kaolin, 
fire clays and such othE'r clays as the State pos
sesses in inestimable quantities, and yet the thrifty 
people seem to be oblivious of the fact that here is 
the way to easy sources of wealth. 

People can live here too easily it seems. In 
this way only can a rf'ason bE' founu for not strik
ing boldly out in new fields of venture, with that 
vigor of desperation which comes of stern and 
hard necessity. vVhere nature is stubborn and un 
yielding, man puts forth his suprt:mest efforts. 

:l\Iagnet Cove probably furnishes more remark
able formations than any other district in the world. 
The (~Sunk Lands" in the northeast part of the 
State, the result of the disturbance of the New 
Madrid earthquake 1811-12, present features of 
interest to both lay and scientific investigators. 
The curious spectacle of deep lakes, beneath which 
can be seen standing in their natural position the 
great forest trees, is presented; and instead of the 
land animals roving and feeding among them arE' 
the inhabitants of the deep waters. 

The natural abutments of novaculite rocks at 
Rockport, on the Ouachita River, with tbe proper 
outlying rocks on the opposite side of the river, are 
a very interesting formation. 

Cortes Mountain, Sebastian County, as seen 
from Hodges Prairie presents a grand view. The 
bare hard rock looks as though the waves in their 
mighty swells had been congealed and fixed illto 
a mountain. It is 1. 500.feet high. Standing Rock, 
Board Camp Creek, Polk County, is a conspicious 
and interesting landmark. It rises from out the 

crulllbling shales, like an artificial pie('8 of masonry, 
to the height of ninet) feet. 

The Dardanello nock as seen frolli the Arkan 
sas River, oppo::lite l\Iorri:-otowIl, is composed of fer
ruginous snustanc0, and the great column dips at 
an angle of ..tOo toward the ri vpr. . From one point 
on the southt:'ast i'3 the wonderful Dardanelle Protile. 
All the features of the face, with a c1epp cut mouth 
slightly open as if in the act of listening to what 
one is going to say to it, and the outlines of the 
head, neck awl shoulders, are faithfully produced. 
Its faithfulness of detail and heroic proportions 
are its strong characteristics. 

Sandstone Dam across Lee Creek, Crawford 
County, is a curious instance of nature's perfect 
engineering. The formation here possesses as 
much interest to the scientist as the noted Natural 
Bridge. 

Investigations of the l\lammoth Spring lead to 
the conclusion that it has underground connection 
with Havell's Valley, Mo; that here the waters 
from many springs, some rising to the surface and 
others not rising, are as the head of a vast funnel, 
whicb pour down the subterranean channel and, 
finally meeting obstructions to further progress, are 
forced up through the solid rock and form the 
Mammoth Spring, a navigable subterranean river 
in short, whose charts no bold seaman will ever 
follow. 

North of Big Rock are the traces of a burnt 
out volcano. whose fires at one time would have 
lighted up the streets of Little Rock even better 
than the electric lights now gleaming from their 
high towers. 

The track of the awful cataclysm, once here 
in its grand forces, is all that is left; the energies 
of nature's greatest display of forces lost in the 
geological eons intervening. 

,.. 
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ARCIIAEOLOGy-RKUAINS OF FLINT ARROW .\.ND SPEAR HEADS AND ~TONE AND OTHER OK~L\)1E~TS


EVIDENCES OF PRE-III:::iTORIC PEOPLE ...~LONG THI<~ .;\h3'3ISSIPPI--:'rloUNDS, ETC., IN OTHER POWrlONS 


OF THE STATE-LoCAL ARCHAEOLOGI,:)TS AND THEIR ,VORI{-'rHE INDIANS TRIB.\'L 


AND RACE CUATIACTERI<;TICS-TIIE ARKAN'3AS TRIBES TUE CESSION TUE.\.TIES 


-THE HE:'IIOVAL OF THE CHEROKEE:;;, CnEEKS AND CHOCTAWS-AN 


INDIAN ALAR:JI-AsSASSINATION OF TIlE LEADERS, ETC., ETC. 


Some lazy ages, lost in sleep and ease, 

No actions leave to busy chronicles; 

Such whose superior felicity but makes 

In story chasms, in epochah mistakes.-Dryden. 


N the long gone ages, 
reaches of time perhaps 
only to be measured by 
geological periods, races 
of men have been here, 
grown, flourished, declined 
and passed away, many not 

a wrack behind; others 
fossil traces, dim and 

even leaving 
transmitting 

~ 

pottery, 

crumbling, and still later ones, the suc
cessors of the earliPl' ones, who had no 
traditions of their predecessOl's, have 
left something of the measure of their 
existence in the deftly cut flints, broken 

adobe walls, or great earth
works standing in the whilom silent 
wilderness as mute and enduring mon

uments to their existence; man, races, civilizations, 
systems of religion passing on and on to that 
eternal si1ence-stormfnlly from the inane to the 
inane, the great world's epic that is being forever 
written and that is never writ. 

Arkansas is an inviting field for the investiga
tion of the archreologist, as well as the geologist. 
Races of unknown men in an unknown time have 
swarmed over the fair face of the State. Their 

restless activities drove them to nature's natural 
storehouses and the fairest climes on the continent. 
Where life is easiest maintained in its best form 
do men instinctively congl'egate, and thus commu
nitiE's and nations are formed. The conditions of 
climate and soil, rainfall and minerals are the 
controlling factors in the busy movements of men. 
These conditions given, man follows the great 
streams, on whose bosom the rudest savages float 
their canoes and pirogues. 

Along the eastern part of the Stah'l are the most 
distinct traces of prehistoTic peoples, whose hiero
glyphics, in the form of earthworks, are the most 
legible to the archreologist. Here, eadhworks in 
greatest extent and numbers are founJ, indicating 
that this Election once swarmed with these barbaric 
races of men. 

In Lonoke County, sixteen miles southeast of 
Little Rock, and on the Little Rock & AltbeimeT 
branch of the St. Louis, Arkansas & Texas Rail 
road, is a station called Toltec. It is located on 
the farm of Mr. Gilbert Knapp, and is near 
Mounds Lake. This lake is either the line of what 
was a borse-shoe bend in Arkansas River long ago, 
or is the trace of a dead river. ThE' lake is in the 

form of a horse shoe, and covers a space of abont_ t 
~F 
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three miles. The horse-shoe points east of north, 
and the heels to the southwest. Here is a great 
field of large and interesting mounds and earth
works. A little east of the north bend of the lake 
are two great mounds one square and the other 
cone shaped. The cone shapea is the larger and 
taller, and is supposed to have been 100 feet high, 
while the other was about seventy five feet in ele
vation. About them to the north amI east are 
many small mounds, with llO apparent fixed method 
in their location. These have all been uenlH.led of 
their timber and are in cultivation, except the larger 
one above mentioned. Upon this is a growth of 
heavy timber, elms, hickory, and oaks with as hjgh 
as 500 rings, and standing on an alluvial soil from 
eight to fifteen feet deep. These large mounds 
are f'nclosed with an earth wall starting out from 
the bank of the lake, and circling at a considerable 
distance and returning to the lake, and keeping 
nearly an equal distance from the larger mound. 
The sloping base of each mound reaches the base 
and overlaps or mingles with the base of its neigh 
bor. Around this big wall was once an outside 
ditch. The humus on the smaller mounds shows, 
in cultivation, a stronger and deeper alluvial soil 
than the surrounding land. 

There are evidences in these mounds that while 
they were built by one nation, for objects now 
problematical. they have been used by other suc
ceeding peoples for other and different purposes, 
much after the manner that are now found farm
ers with well-kept gardens on the tops of the 
mounds. or stately residences, or on others grow
ing cotton and corn. In them human and ani~ 

mal bones are seen. and there are indications that, 
while they were built for purposes of worship or 
war, when the builders passed away more than 
one race of their successors to the country used 
them as convenient burial grounds. Thpy were 
skillful stone workers and potters, and their mason's 
tools are frequently met with. Nearly every im
plement of the stone age is found i11 and about 
the mounus. 

l\I~·. Knapp, who has given the subject consid
erable intelligent study, if> f)Q convinced that these _works were made by the Toltec race that he has 

named the new station in honor of that people. 
On the line of this earth wall mentioned are two 
deep pools that never are known to become ary. 

East of Toltec thirty or more miles, in Lonoke 
Prairie, are mounds that apparently belong to 
the chain or system which runs parallel with the 
river, through the State. Thf' small mounds or 
barrows, as Jefferson termed the modern Indian 
burial places, are numerous, and c1istributed all 
over Arkansas. 

'Vhat is pronounced a fortified town is found 
in well marked remains on St. Francis River. It 
was discovered by Mr. Savage, of Louisville. He 
reports ,. parts of walls, built of adobe brick and 
cemented. " On these remains he detected trees 
growing numbering 300 rings. He reports the 
brick made of clay and chopped or twisted straw, 
and with regular figures. A piece of first class 
engineering is said to be traced here in a sap
mine, which had passed under the walls of the 
fortification. 

The bones and pottery and tools and arms of 
the prehistoric peoples of Arkansas are much more 
abllndant than are f01!nd in any other spot in the 
United States. 

Mrs. Hobbs, living four miles southeast of 
Little Rock, has a very complete collection of the 
antiquities of the State. It is pronounced by 
antiquarians as Oile of the most valuable in the 
country. The Smithsonian Institute has offered 
her every indu<'ement to part with her collection, 
but she has refused. It is hoped the State will 
some day possess this treasure, and suitably and 
permanently provide for its preservation. 

,\-Yhen the white man discovered and took pos
session of NOl'th America, he found the red man 
and his many tribes here, and under a total mis
apprehension of having found a new continent, he 
named this strange people Indians. The new world 
might have been called Columbia, and the people 
Columbians. Again, insteaJ of being sparse tribes 
of individuals fringing the shores of the Atlantic 
Ocean there were 478 tribes, occupying nearly th€> 
whole of the north half of this western hemis
phere; some in powerful tribes, like the Iroquois; 
some were rude agricultural and comm ercial peoples, 

~~ ~ 
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some Ii ving in houses of logs or stone, pt'rmanent 
residents of their localities; otbers warriors and 
hunters only, and still others migratory in their 
nature, pirates and pal'asites. One characteristic 
strongly marked them a11-a love of liberty and 
absolute freedom far stronger than the instinct 
of Ii fe itself. The Indian would not be asIave. 
Proud and free, he regarded with contempt the 
refinements of civilization. He breathed the same 
free air as did the eagle of the crags, and would 
starve before he would do manual work, or, as he 
believed, degrade himself in doing aught but paint 
himself, sing his war songs and go forth to battle, 
or pursue the wild game or meet the sayage wild 
beasts in their paths and slay them in regular corn 
bat. To hunt, fish and fight was the high mission 
of great and good men to his untutored mind, 
while the drudgery of life was relegated to the 
squaws and squaw·men. His entire economic 
philosophy was simply the attainment of his de
sires with the least exertion. In a short time he 
will bave filled his earthly mission, and passed 
from the stage of action, leaving nothing but a 
dim memory. From their many generations of 
untold numbers has come no thought, no inven 
tion, no action that deserves to survive them a 
day or an hour. The IndiaI1s of to day, the few 
that aI'e pure blood, are but the remnants, the use 
less refuse of a once numerous people, who were the 
undisputed possessors of a continent, but are now 
miserable, ragged and starving beggars at the 
back doors of their despoileTs, stoically awaiting 
the last final scene in the race tragedy. And, like 
the cheerful sermon on the tombstone, who shall 
say that white civilization, numbers and power, will 
not in the course of time, and that not far distant, 
be the successors of the residue of wretches now 
representing the red race? " I was once as you 
are, you will soon be as I am." A grim philos
ophy truly, but it is the truth of the past, anc1 the 
great world wheels about much now as it has for 
ever. 

j 
What is now Arkansas has been the pm,ses:;,ion 

of the following Indian tribes; no one tribe, it seems, 
occupied or owned the territory in its entirety, 
but their po~sessions extended into the lines, cov 

ering a portion of the lands only, and then reach
ing Illany degrees, sometimes to the north, south 
and west: The Osages, a once numerous tribe, 
were said to uwn the country south of the Mis 
souri River to Red River, including a large por
tion of Arkansas. The QuapawR, also a powerful 
nation, w»re the chief possessors, and occupied 
nearly the whole of the State, "time out of mind;" 
the Cherokees were forced out of Georgia and 
South Carolina, and removea west of the ~fissis
sippi River in 1836; the Hitchittpes \\'e1'e removed 
from the Chattahouchee River to Arkansas. They 
speak the Mllskogee dialect were GOO strong when 
removed; the Choctaws were removed to the west, 
after the Cherokees. In 1812 they were 15,000 
strong. 

The Quapaws, of all the tribes connected with 
Arkansas, may be regarded as the ohlest settlers, 
having possessed more of its territory in well de 
fined limits than any of the otherR. In the early 
part of the eighteenth century they constituted a 
powerful tribe. In the year 1720 they were ueci 
mated by smallpox; reduced by this and other 
calamities, in Ih20, one hllndred years after, they 
were found scattered along the south side of the 
Arkansas River, numbering only 700 SOl'JS. They 
never regained their former numerical strength or 
warlih· importance, but remained but a band of 
wretrhed, ragged beggars. about whose hunting 
grounds the white man wai:') ever lessening and 
tightening the lines. 

January 5, ] '->10, Gov. Clark and Pierre Chou
teau made a treaty with the tribe by which was 
ceded to the Uuited States the most of their terri
tory. The descriptiye part of the treaty is in the 
following words: ,. Beginning at the mouth of the 
Arkansas River; thence extending up the Arkani:')as 
to the Canadian Fork. and up the Canadian Fork 
to its source; thence sonth to the big Red River, 
and down the middle of that riy(>l' to the Big 
Raft; thence in a direct line so a:-, to strike the 
Mississippi River, thirty leagues in a straight 
line, below the mouth of the Arkaut>as, together 
with all their claims to lands east of the :fHississippi 
River and north of the Arkansafi River. With the 
exception and reservation following, that is to say, 
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that tract of country boundeu as follows: Begin 
ning at a point on the Arkansas River opposite the 
present Post of Arkansas, and r~mning thence a 
due Routhwest course to tLt' '~Yashita River; thence 
up that river to the Saline Fork, to a point from 
whence a due north course would strike the Arkan
sas River at the Little Rock, and thence clown the 
right bank of the Arkansas to the place of begin 
ning. " In addition to this a tract was reserved 
north of the Arkansas River, which the treaty says 
is indicated by "marks on the accompanying 
map." This west line of the Quapaw reservation 
struck the river about where is now Rock Street. 

In November, 1824" Robert Crittenden, the first 
Territorial secretary, effected a treaty with the 
Quapaws, at Harrington's, Ark., which cedeu the 
above reservation and forever extinguished all title 
of that tribA to any portion of Arkansas. The 
tribe was then removed to what is now the Indian 
Territory. 

The other original occupants or claimants to the 
Arkansas Territory were the Osages. Of these 
there were many tribes, and in .1830 numbered 
4,000 strong, but mostly along the Osage River. 
Their claim lapped over, it seems, all that portion 
of the Quapaw lands lying north of the Arkansas 
River. 

The title of the Osages was extinguished to 
what is now Arkansas by a treaty of November 10, 
1808, made at Fort Clark~ on the :lHissouri River. 
By this treaty they ceded all the country east of a 
line running due south from Fort Clark to the AI' 
kansas River, and down said river to its confluence 
with the ]\Iississippi River. These Indians occu
pied only the country along the l\Iissouri and 
Osage Rivers, and if they were ever on what they 
claimed as their southern boundary, the Arkansas 
RivPf, it was merely on expeditions. 

j 

About IS 1c" Georgia aHd South Carolina com
menced agitating the subject of getting rid of the 
Indians, and removing them west. They wanted 
their lands amI did not want their presenct'. At 
first tht'y used persuasion and strategy, and finally 
force. Thpy were artful in representing to the In 
dians the glories of the Arkansas country, both for 
game and rich lanc1s. Dnring the twenty years of 

agitating the subject Indians of the tribes of those 
States came singly and in small bands to Arkansas, 
and were encouragecl to settle anywhere they might 
desire north of the Arkansas River, on the Osage 
ceded lands. The final act of removal of the In
dians was consummat8d in lS3U, when the last of 
tho Cherokees were brought west. Simultaneous 
with the arrival of this last delegation of Indians 
an alarm passed around among the settlers that the 
Indians were preparing to make a foray on the 
white settlements and murder them alL ]\lany 
people were greatly alarmed, and in some settle
ments there were basty preparations made to flee 
to places of safety. In the meantime the poor, 
distressed Cherokees and Choctaws were innocent 
of the stories in circulation about them, and were 
trying to adjust themselves to their new homes 
and to repair their ruined fortunes. The Chero
kees were the most highly civilized of all the tribes, 
as they were the most intelligent, and had mingled 
and intermarried with the whites until there were 
few of pure blood lpft among them. They had 
men of force and character, good schools and 
printing presses, and published and edited papers, 
as well as their own school books. These condi
tions were largely true, also, of the Chickasaws. 
The Cherokees and Chickasaws were removed west 
under President Jackson's administration. The 
Cheroke~s were brought by water to Little Rock, 
and a straight road was cut out from Little Rock 
to the ('orner of theil' reservation, fifteen miles 
above Batesville, in Independence County, over 
which they were taken. Their southeast boundary 
line was a straight line, at the point designated 
above Batesville, to the mouth of Point Remove 
Creek. 

The llistory of the rt>moval of the Cherokee 
Indians (and much of the saIDe is true of the re
moval of the Chickasaws and Creeks), is not a pleas
ant chapter in American history. The Creeks of 
Florida haLl waged war, and when conquered Gen. 
Scott removed them beyond the Mississippi River. 
Wben the final consummation of the removal of the 
Cherokees was effected, it was done by virtue of a 
treaty, said to have been the work of traitors, and t 
unauthorized by the proper Indian authorities. At 
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all events the artful whites hau divided the heacl 
men of the tribe, and procured their signatures to 
a treaty which drove the last of the nation beyond 
the Mississippi. The chief men in making this 
treaty were the Ridges, Boudinot, Bell and Rogers. 
This was the treaty of 1835. In June, 1839, the 
Ridges, Boudinot and Bell were assassinated. 
About forty Indians went to Ridge's house, Inde
pendence County, and cruelly murdered young 
Ridge; they then pursued the elder Ridge and, over
taking him at the foot of Boston Mountains, as he 
was on his way to visit friends in Van Buren, Ark, 
shot him to death. It seems there was an old law 
of the nation back in Georgia, by which anyone 
forfeited his life who bartered any part of thei!' 
lands. 

The Ohoctaws by treaty ceded to the United 
States all their claim to lands lying within the 
limits of Arkansas, October 20, 1820. 

On the 6th of May, 1828, the Oherokees ce-ded 
all claim to their lands that lay within the Territo
riallimiL of Arkansas. 

This was about the end of Indian occupation 
or claims within the State of Arkansas, but not 
the end of important communication, and acts of 
neighborly friendship, between the whites and the 
Oherokees especially. A considerable number of 
Indians, most of them having only a slight mix
ture of Indian blood,remained in the State and be 
came useful and in some instances highly influ
ential citizens. Among them were pl'Omin!?nt farm
ers, IDerchants and professional men. And very 
often now may be met some prominent citizen, 
who, after even an extended acquaintance, is found 
to be an Indian. Among that race of people 
they recognize as full members of the tribe all 
who have any trace of their blood in their VE'ins, 
whether it shows 01' not. In this respect it seems 
that nearly all races differ from the white man. 
'.V ith the latter the least mixture of blood of any 
other color pronounces them at once to be not white. 

The Cherokee Indians, especially, have always 
held kindly intercourse with the people of Arkan
sas. In the late Civil ",Var they went with the 

State in the secession movement without hesitation. 
A brigade of Cherokees was raised and Gen. Albert 
Pike was elected to the command. The eminent 
Indians in the command were Gen. Stand ",Yaitie 
and 001. E. C. Bondinot. Until 1863 the Indians 
were unanimous in 'behalf of tlle Southern cause, 
but in that year Ohief Ross went over to the Fed
eral side, and thus the old time divisions in the In
dian councils were revived. 

Col. Elias C. Boudinot was born in Georgia, in 
August, 1835, the same year of the treaty remov
ing the Indians rrom. that State. Practically, 
therefore, he is an Arkansan. He shows a strong 
trace of Indian blood, though the features of the 
white race predominate. He is a man of educa
tion and careful culture, and when admitted to the 
bar be soon won a place in the splendid array of 
talent then so greatly distinguishing Arkansas. A 
born orator, strong enough in intellect to think 
without emotion, morally and physically a hero, he 
bas spent much of his life pleading for his people 
to be made citizens the owners or their individ 
ual homes, as the only hope to stay that swift de
cay that is upon them, but the ignorance of his 
tribe and the scheming of demagogues and selfish 
" agents. " have thwarted his efforts and practically 
exiled him from his race. 

A few years ago OoL Boudinot was invited to 
addl'ess Oongress and the people of Washillgton 
on the subject of the Indian races. The masterly 
address by this man, one of the greatest of all the 
representatives of American Indians, will be fixed 
in history as the most pathetic epilogue of the 
greatest of dramas, the curtain of which was raised 
in 1492. ",Yho will ever read and fully understand 
his emotions when be repeated the lines: 

Their light canoes have vanished 

From off the crested waves-

Amhl the forests >,yhere they roamed 

There rings no hunter's shout. 

And all their cone-like caLins 

1'hdt clustered o'er the vale, 

Have disappeared as withered leaves, 

Before the autumn gale. 


~~------~--------,~ 
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DISCOYERY AND SETTLEMENT-DE SoTO IN ~\.RKAWHS-l\IARQUETTE AND JOLIET-LA SALLE, HENNEPIN 


AND TONTI-FRENCH AND ENGLISH SOHEMD; OF CONQUE~T AND DREAMS OF POWEH-LOUIEJIANA 


-THE •• BUBBLE" OF .TOHN LAW-THE EARLY VICEROYS AND GOVERNOR'3 PROPRIE

TARY CHANGE OF LOUISIAN.\-FRENCH AND ;-;rAI\I~II SETTLER'3 IN ARK

ANSA~ E:..'"GLISH SETTLEHS-A FEW FIRST C;ETTLERS IN THE 


COUNTIES THE NEW MADRID EARTHQUAKE

OTHER I TE)IS OF INTEREST. 


Hail, memory, hail! In thy exhaustless mine 
From age to age unnumbered treasures shine! 
Thought and her shadowy brood thy call obey, 
Ancl place ancl time are subject to thy sway. Rogers. 

ERDINAND DE SOTO, the mated band remained at the Ohickasaw Bluffs to 
discoverer of the Missis rest and recuperate until June 29, then crossing 
sippi, was the first civilized the river into Arkansas, and pushing on up the 
white man to put loot upon Mississippi River, through brakes and swamps ana 
any part of what is now the slashes, until they reached the higher prairie lands 
State of Arkansas. He and that lead toward New Madrid; stopping in their 

is band of adventurous north course at an Indian village, Pacaha, whOSE> 
followers had forged their location is Dot known. De Soto SE'lllt an PKpedition 

way over immense obstacles, through toward the Osage River, but it soon returned aud 
the trackless wastps, anJ in the pleas. reported the country worthless. * He then turned 
ant month of June, 15-11, l'eaC'hed the west and proceedeu to the Boston :Mountains, at 
:l\lississippi River at, as is supposed, the head-waters of -White River; then benuing 
Chickasaw Bluff's, a short distance be south, and passing Hot Springs, he went into camp 
lowJHemphis. He had hailed from for the winter on the Ouachita River, at Autamqua 
San Lucan in April, 153':1, with 600 Village, in Garland Oounty. In the spring he 

men, twenty officers and twenty four priests. He -:fIt is propel' to here state the fact that some local in
represented his king and church, and came to vestigator'>, and others who have studied the history of 

De Roto'" voyaging througll ~\rkansns, do not believe thatmake discoveries for his master in Florida, a conn he reached and (liscovered the river as high up as l\lem
try undefined in pxtent, and believed to be the phis. They think be approachecl it a &hort distance above 

the mouth of Red HiveI', and from that point made his 
richpst in the world. cletour arourHI to Hed River. Others in the State, who 

have 111so stucliecl the subject thoroughly, find excellentHis expellition was a daring and dangerous 
evjclen('(' of bis presence in Arkamas along the Mississippi, 

one, and there were but few.ruen in the tide of particularly in Mississippi OOUllty_ Ree" History of 
Mississippi County, Al'k." After examining the testi·time who could have carried it on to the extent mony carefully I incline to the account as given in the 

that did this bold Spaniard. The worn and deci- context as being the most probable.-Ed. 
~ l 
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floated down tLe river, often lost in the bayous 
and overflows of Red River, and tinally reached 
again the l\Iississippi. Halting here he made dil 
igent inquiries of the Imlians as to the mouth of 
the great stream, but they could give him no infor
mation. In June, one year from the date of his 
discovery, after a sickness of some weeks, he died. 
As an evidence of his importance to the expedition 
his death was kept a secret, and he was buried at 
night, most appropriately, in the waves of the 
great river that gave his name immortality. But 
the secrecy of his death was of no avail, for there 
was no one who could supply his place, and with 
his life closed the existence, for all practical pur
poses, of the expeJition. Here the interest of the 
historian in De Soto and his companions ceases. 
He came not to possess the beautiful country. or 
plant colonies, or even extend the dominions of 
civilization, but simply to find the fabled wealth 
in minerals and precious stones, and gather them 
and carry them away. Spain already possessed 
Florida, and it was all Florida then, from the At
lantic to the boundless and unknown west. 

The three great nations of the old world had 
conquered and possessed the Spaniards Florida, 
the English Virginia and New England, and the 
French the St. Lawrence. The feeblest of all 
these colonizers or conquerors were the English, 
and they retained their narrow foothold on the 
new continent with so little vigOl' that lor more 
than a century and a half they knew nothing of 

. the country west of them save the idle dreams and 
fictions of the surrounding savages. The general 
world had learned little of De Soto's great western 
discoveries, and when he was buried in the 1\1i8si6 
sippi all remained undisturbed from the presence 
or knowledge of civilized men for the period of 
132 years, 

j 

Jacques Marquette, a French Jesuit priest, had 
made expeditions along the Northern lakes, pros 
elyting among the Indian tribes. He had con
ceived the idea that there was a great western 
river leading to China and Japan. He was joined 
in his ambition to find this route, and the tribes 
along it, by Joliet, a man fired with the ambition1--=da:ing of the bold explorer. These two men, 
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with :five employes, starteo. on their great adven
ture May 17, 1073. They found the Upper l\fis
sissippi River and came down that to the mouth 
of the Arkansas River, thence proceeo.ing up some 
distance, it is supposed to near where is Arkansas 
Post. Thus the feet of the white man pressed 
once more the soil of this State, but it was after 
the lapse of many years from the time of De Soto's 
visit. J\Iarquette carried into the newly discovered 
country the cross of Christ, while Joliet planted 
in the wilderness the tri colors of FranCE>. France 
and Christianity stood together in the heart of the 
great Mississippi Valley; the discoverers, founders 
ano. possessors of the greatest spiritual and tem
poral empire on earth, From here the voyagers 
retraced their course to the Northern lakes and 
the St. Lawrence, and published a report of their 
discoveries. 

Nine years after MarquettA and J aliet' s expe 
dition, Chevalier de La Salle came from France, 
accompanied by Henry de Tonti, an Italian, tilleel 
with great schemes of empire in the new western 
world; it is charged, by some historians of that 
day, with no less ambition than securing the whole 
western portion of the continent and wresting 
Mexico from the Spaniards. When Canada was 
reached, La Salle was joined by Louis Hennepin, 
an ambitious, unscrupulous and daring Franciscan 
monk. It w'as evidently La Salle's idea to found 
a military government in the new world, reaching 
with a line of forts and military possession from 
Quebec, Canada, to at least the Gulf, if not, as 
some have supposed, extending thro1J.gh Mexico. 
He explored the country lying between the North
ern lakes and the Ohio River. He raised a force 
in Canada and sailed through Green Bay, and, 
spnding back his boat lao.en with furs, proceeded 
with his pa~ty to the head waters of the Illinois 
River and built Fort Creve Cmur. He detached 
Hennepin with one ('ompanion and sent him to hunt 
the source of the Mississippi. He placed Tonti in 
command of Creve Cmul', with five men, and him
self returned to Canada in the latter part of loSI, 
where he organized a new party with canoes, 
anJ went to Chicago; crossing the long portage 
from there to the Illinois River, he floated down 

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/gdc/scd0001/2013/20131106001bi/thro1J.gh
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that stream to the Mississippi and on to the Gulf 
of Mexico, discovering the mouth of the Mississippi 
River April 5, 1582, and three days after, with 
becoming pomp and cerpmony, took possession, in 
the name of France, ot the territory, and named it 
Louisiana, in honor of his king, Louis XIV. The 
vast region thus acquired by France was not, as it 
could not be, wen defined, but it was intended 
to embrace, in addition to much east of the 
Mississippi River, all the continent west of that 
current. 

j 

After this expedition La Salle returned to 
France, fitted out another expellition and set sail, 
ostensibly to reach the mouth of the Mississippi 
River and pass up that stream. He failed to find 
the river, and landed his fleet at Metagordo Bay, 
Texas, where he remained two years, when with a 
part of his force he started to reach Oanada via 
Fort St. Louis, but was assassinated by one of his 
men near the Trinity River, Texas, March 19, 
1687, and his body, together with that of his 
nepbew, was left on tbe Texas prairie to the beasts 
and buzzards. La Salle was a born commander 
of men, a great explorer, with vast project" of 
empire far beyond the comprehension of his 
wretched king, or the appreciation of his country
men. Had he bf'en supported by a wise and strong 
government, France would never, perhaps, have 
been dispossessed of the greatest inter continental 
colonial empire on Barth from ,the Alleghanies to 
the Rocky 'l\Iountains. This was, in fart, the 
measure of the territory that La Salle's expeuition 
and military pOf->session gave to France, The two 
great ranges of mountains, the north pole and 
South America, were really the boundary lines of 
Louisiana, of which permanent ownership belongeu 
forever to France, save for the weakness and inef
ficiency of that bete noire of poor, beautiful, sunny 
France-Louis XIV. In the :irony of fate the his 
torian of to-day may well write uown the appella
tion of his toadies and parasites, as the grand 

1HonaT'lue. La Salle may justly be reckoned one 
of the greatest founuers of empire in the world, and 
had poor France had a real king instead of this 
weak and pompous imbecile, her tri colors wonlJ 
have floated upon every breeze from the Allegha

~~L__-,--------------------
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nies to the Pacific Ocean, and over the islands of 
more than half of the waterf:. of the globe. 

The immensity of the Louisiana Territory has 
been but little understood by historians. It was 
the largest and richest province ever acquired, and 
the world's history since its establishment has 
been intimately connected with and shaped by its 
influence. Thus the account of the Territol'Y of 
Louisiana is one of the most interesting chapters 
in American history. 

Thirteen years after the death of La Salle, 
1700, his trusty lieutenant, Tonti, descended the 
Mississippi River from the rilinois, with a band of 
twenty French Illinois people, and upon reaching 
Arkansas Post, established a station. This was 
but carrying out La Salle's idea of a military pos
session by a line of forts from Canada to the Gulf. 
It may be called the first actual and intended per
manent possession of Arkansas. In the meantime, 
Natchez had become the oldest settled point in 
the Territory, south of Illinois, and the conduct of 
the commandant of the canton, Chopart, was laying 
the foundations for the ultimate bloody massacre 
of that place, in November, 1729. The Jesuit, Du 
Poisson, was the missionary among the Arkansans. 
He had made his way up the Mississippi and 
passed along the Arkansas River till he reached 
the prairies of the Dakotahs. 

r~rhe Chickasaws were the dreaded enemy of 
France; it was they who hurried the Nakhez to 
that awful massacre; it was they whose cedar bark 
canoes, shooting boldly into the Mississippi, inter
rupted the connections between Kaskaskia and 
New Orleans, and delayed successful permanent 
settlementE-l in the Arkansas. It was thpy who 
weakenf'J the FrE'liCh empire in Louisiana. They 
colleagued with the English, and attempted to 
extirpate the French dominion in the valley. 

Such was Louisiana more than half a century 
after the first attempt at colonization by La Salle. 
Its population may have been 5,000 whites and 
half that number of blacks. Louis XIV had 
fostered it by 9,'iving it over to the control of Law 
and his company of the Mississippi, aided by 
bounc1less but transient credit. Priests and friars 
dispersed through tribes from Biloxi to tho Da t 

~F 
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kotahs, and propitiated the favor of the savages. 
But still the valley of the Mississippi remained a 
wilderness. All its patrons-though among them 
it counted kings and high ministers of state-had 
not accomplisbed for it in haH a century a tithe 
of that prosperity WhICh, within the same period, 
sprung naturally from the benevolence of 'William 
Penn to the peaceful BAttlers on the Delaware. 

It required the feebleness of the grand mou

a1'que to discover John Law, the father of in 
flated cheap money and national financial ruin. 
In September, 1717 , John Law's Company of the 
West was granted the commerce and control of 
Louisiana. He arrived at New Orleans with 800 
immigrants in August of that year. Instead of 
coming up the Mississippi, thpy landed at Dau
phine Island to make their way across by lancl. 
The reign of John Law's company over Louisiana 
was a romance or a riot of folly and extravagance. 
He was to people and create a great empire on 
cheap money and a monopoly of the slave trade. 
For fOUl-teen years the Oompany of the ,Yest con
trolled Louisiana. The bubble burst, the dreams 
and illusions of ease and wealth passed away, and 
but wr~tched remnants of colonies existed, in the 
extremes of want and suffering. But, after all, a 
permanent settlement of the great valley had been 
made. A small portion of these were located at 
Arkansas Post, up the Arkansas River and on Red 
River, and like the most of the others of Law's 
followers, they made a virtue of necessity and re
mained because they could not get away. 

John Law was an Englishman, a humbug, but 
a magnificent ~one] so marked and conspicuous in 
the world's history that his cal'eer should have 
taught the statesmen of all nations the simple 
lesson that debt is not wealth, and that every at 
tempt to create wealth wholly by legislation is sure 
to be followed by general bankruptcy and ruin, 

j 

The Jesuits anti fur-traders were the founders 
of Illinois; Louis XIV and privileged companie'3 
were the patrons of Southern Louisiana, while 
the honor of beginning the work of colonizing the 
southwest of our republic belongs to the illusb'i 
ous Canauian, Lt>IDoine D'Iberville. He was a wor· 
thy successor of La Salle. He also sought to find 
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the mouth of the Mississippi, and guided by floating 
trees and turbid waters, he reached it on 1\la1'ch 
2, 1099. He perfected the line of communication 
between Quebec and the Gulf; extended east and 
west the alreauy boundless possessions of FrallcP; 
erected furts and carved the lilies on the trees of 
the forests; and fixed the seat of government of 
Louisiana at Biloxi, and appointed his brother to 
command the province. Under D'Iberville, the 
French line was extended east to Pascagoula 
River; Beinville, La Snenr, and St. Denys had 
explored the west to New lVlexico, and had gone 
in the northwest beyond the Wisconsin and the 
St. Croix, and rpached the mouth of and followed 
this stream to the confluence of the Blue Earth. 
D'Iberville died of yellow fever at Havana, July 
~\ 1708, and in his death the Louisiana colony 
lost ODe of its most able and daring leaders. But 
Louisiana, at that time, possessed less than thirty 
families of whites, and these werE' scattered on 
\ oyag~s of discovery, and in quest of gold and 
gems. 

France perfected her civil government over 
Louisiana in 1689, and appointed lHarquis de San 
ville, royal viceroy. This viceroy's empire was as 
vast in territory aq it was insignificant in popula 
tion less than 300 BonIs. * By regular appoint 
ments of viceroys the successions were maintainec1 
(including the fourteen years of Law's supremacy) 
until by the treaty of Fontainbleau, November 3, 
1762, Fran.ce was stripped of her American pos· 
sessions, and Canada and the Spanish Florida; 
everything east of the lHississippi exct>pt the 
island of New Orleans was given to England, 
and all Louisiana, including New Orleans west of 
the Mississippi River and south of the new southern 
boundary line of Canada, was given to Spain, in 
lieu of b81' FloriJa possessions. Hence, it was No
vember 3, 17G2, thai what is now Arkansas passed 
from the dominion of France to that of Spain. 

The signing of this trpaty roade that day the 
most eventful one in the husy movements 0"£ the 

-;" The title of France to the boundless contine" of 
Louisia!la were confirmed hy the treaty of Utl'~cht. The 
C'ontentlOni> between England and Frallce over tlle Ohio 
country, afterwarrl. are a, part of the annal." of the gen 
eral bistory of the country. 
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human race. It re-mapped the world, gave the 
English language to the American continE-nt, and 
spread it more widely OVE-r the globe than any that 
had before given expression to human thought, 
the language that is the alrna 1nateJ' of civillilJerty 
and religious independence. Had Fl'ance perma
nently dominated America, civil liberty and repre
sentative government would have been yet unborn. 
The dogmatic tyranny of the middle ages, with all 
its intolerance and war, would have been the herit
age of North America. 

Thus re-adjusted in her domain, Louisiana re
mained a province of Spain until October 1, 1800, 
when the Little Corporal over-ran Spain with his 
victorious legions, and looted his Catholic majesty's 
domains. Napoleon allowed his military ambition 
to dwarf his genius, and except for this curious 
fact, he was the man who would have saved and 
disenthralled the French mind, and have placed 
the Ganl, with all his volcanic forces, in an even 
start in the race of civilization with the invincible 
and crnel Anglo-Saxon. He was the only man of 
progressive genius that has ever ruled poor, un 
fortunate France. The treaty of St. Ildefonso, 
secretly transferring Louisiana from Spain again 
into the possession of France, was ratified ';\larch 24, 
1801. Its conditions provided that it was to re
main a secret, and the Spanish viceroy, who was 
governor of Louisiana, knew nothing of the tram;
fer, and continued in the discharge of his duties, 
granting rights, creating privileges and deeding 
lands and other things that were inevitahle in 
breeding confusions. and cloudy land titles, such as 
would busy the courts for a hundred years, inflict
ing injustice and heavy burdens upon many inno

cent people. 
In 1802 President Jefferson became possessed 

of the secret that France owned Louisiana. He 
at once sent James Monroe to Paris, who, with the 
resident minister, ]\1r. Livingston, opened negotia
tions with Napoleon, at first only trying to secure 
the free navigation of the Mississippi River, but to 
their great surprise the Emperor more than met 
them half way, with a proposal to sell Louisiana to 
the United States. The bargain was closed, the 

J 
~ consideration being the paltry sum of $15,000,000. 

~®-,-
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This important move on the great chess-board of 
nations occurred April 80, lS03. The perfunc
tory act of lowering the Spanish ensign and hoist
ing the flag of France; then lowering immediately 
the tri-colors and unfurling the stars and ~tripes, 
it is hoped never to be furled, was performed at 
St. Louis March 9, 150-t Bless those dear olel, 
nation-building pioneers! These were heavy drafts 
upon theil' patriotic allegiance, but they were equal 
to the occasion, and ate their breakfasts as Span
iards, their dinners as Frenchmen, and suppers as 
true Americans. 

The successful class of immigrants to the west 
of the Mississippi were the French Canadians, who 
had brought little or nothing with them save the 
clothes on their backs, and an old flintlock gun 
with which to secure game. They colonized after 
the French mode of villages and long strips of 
farms, and a public commons. They propitiated 
the best they could the neighboring Indian tribes, 
erected their altars, hunted, and frolicked, and 
were an honest, simple-minded and just people, 
but little vexed with ambitious pride or grasping 
avarice. The mouth of the Arkansas River was 
the attractive point for immigrants on their way to 
the Arkansas Territory, and they would ascend that 
stream to Arkansas Post. There were not 500 
white people in the Territory of (now) Arkansas in 
1803, when it became a part of the United States. 
In 1810 the total population was 1,0132. So soon 
as Louisiana became a part of the United States, 
a small but never ceasing stream of English speak
ing people turned their faces to the west and 
crossed the "Father of Waters." Those for Ar
kansas established :l\1ontgomery Point, at the month 
of White River, making that the transfer place for 
all shipments inland. This remained as the main 
shipping and commercial point for many years. 
By this route were transferred the freights for 
Arkansas Post. The highway from ]Hontgomery 
Point to the Post was a slim and indistinct bridle 
path. The immigrants came down the Cumber
land and Tennessee Rivers to the Ohio in keel
boats and canoes, and were mostly from Tennes
see; beckoned to this fair and rich kingdom by its 
sunny clime, its mountains and rivers, and its pro
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ductive valleys, all enriched with a flora and fauna 
surpassing the dream of a pastoral poem. 

The French were the first permanent settlers 
of Arkansas, and descendants of these people are 
still here. Many bearing the oldest French names 
have attained to a position among the most emi
nent of the great men of the trans-Mississippi. 
Sometimes the names have become so corrupted as 
to be unrecognizable as belonging to the early illus
trious stock. The English-speaking people speak
ing French llames phonetically would soon change 
them completely, The Bogys and Lefevres, for 
instance, are names that go back to the very first 
settlements in Arkansas. " Lefevre" on the maps 
is often spelled phonetically thus: " LafaveI'. " 
Representatives of the Lefevre family are yet 
numerous in and about Little Rock, and in other 
portions of the State. 

Peter L. Lefevre and family were among the 
very first French settlers, locating in the fall of 
1818 on the north side of the river on Spanish 
Grant No. 497, abou.t six miles below Little Rock. 
His sons were Peter, Enos, FI'ancis G., Ambrose, 
Akin, Leon and John B., his daughter being Mary 
Louise. All of these have passed away except 
the now venerable Leon Lefevre, who resides on 
the old plantation where he was born in tbe year 
1808. For eighty one years the panorama of the 
birth, growth and the vicissitudes of Arkansas 
have passed before his eyes. It is supposed of all 
living men he is the oldest representative surviving 
of the earliest settlers; however, a negro, still a 
resident of Little Rock, also came in 1818. 

The first English speaking settlers were Ten 
neSSf'E'ans, Kentuckians and Alabamians. The ear
liest came down the Mississippi River, and then 
penetrating Arkansas at the mouths of the streams 
-from the west, ascended these in the search for 
future homes. The date S-f the first coming o-f 
English speaking colonists may be given as 1807, 
those prior to that time being only trappers, 
hunters and voyagers on expeditions of discovery, 
or those whose names can not now be ascertained. 

South Carolina and Georgia also gave their 
small quotas to the first pioneers of Arkansas. 
From the States south of Tennessee the route was 
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overlanu to the Mississippi River, or to some of its 
bayous, and then by water. A few of these from 
the Southern States brought considerable propf'rty, 
and some of them negro slaves, but not many 
were able to do this. The general rule was to 
reach the Territory alone and clear a small piece 
of ground, and as soon as possible to buy slaves and 
set them at work in the cotton fields. 

In 1~1-i a colony of emigrants, consisting of 
four families, settled at Batesville, then the Lower 
MissoUl'i Territory, now the county seat of Inde
pendence County. There was an addition of fif
teen families to this colony the next year. Of the 
iiI'st was the family of Samuel "M~iller, fathel' of 
(afterward) Gov. William R. Miller; there were also 
John l\Ioorf', the l\Iagnesses and Beans. All these 
families left names permanently connected with 
the history of Arkansas. In the colony of 1815 
(all from Kentucky) were the brothers, Richard, 
John, Thomas and James Peel, sons of Thomas 
Peel, a Virginian, and Kentucky companion of 
Daniel Boone. Thomas Curran was also one of 
the later colonists from Kentucky, a relative of the 
great Irishman, John Philpot Ourran. In the 1815 
colony were also old Ben Hardin-hero of so many 
Indian wars-his brother, J oab, and \Y illiarn 
Griffin, Thomas \Vyatt, William Martin, Samuel 
Elvin, James Akin, John Reed, James Miller and 
John B. Oraig. 

Alden Trimble, who died at Peel, Ark., in 
April, 1889, aged '3eventy-four years, was born in 
the Oal Hogan settlement, on \Vhite River, Marion 
Oounty, June 1-1, 1815. This item is gained 
from the obituary notice of his death, and indicates 
some of the very first settlers in that portion of the 
State. 

Among the oldest settled points, after Arkan
sas Post, was what is now Arkadelphia, Clark 
County. It was fi.l'st called Blakelytown, after 
Adam Blakely. He had opened a little store at 
the place, anu about this were collected the first 
dettlE:rs, among whom may now be named Zack 
Davis, Samuel Parker and Adam Highnight. The 
Blakelys and the names given above were alliocat 
ed in that settlement in the year 1810. The next 
year came John Hemphill. who was the first to dis
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cover and utilize the valuable waters of the salt 
springs of that place. He engaged in the suc
cessful manufacture of salt. and was in time suc
ceecled by his son in-law, Jonathan O. Callaway. 
Jacob Barkman settled in Arkadelphia in 1811. 
He was a man of foresight and enterprise, and 
soon establi~bed a trade along the river to New 
Orleans. He commenced nRyjgating the river in 
canoes and pirogues, and finnlly owned and ran in 
the hade the first steamboat plying from that 
point to New Orleans. He pushed trade at the 
point of settlement. at the same time advancing 
navigation. and opened a large cotton farm. 

In Arkansas County, among the early promi
nent men who were active in the county's affairs 
were Eli I. Lewis, Henry Scull, O. H. Thomas, 
T. Farrelly~ Hewes Scull, A. B. K. Thetford and 
Lewis Bogy. The latter afterward removed to 
1t1issouri, and has permanently associated his name 
with the history of that State. In a subsequent 
list of names should be mentioned those of ,\Vill
iam Fultony, James nIaxwell and James H. Lucas, 
the latter being another of the notable citizens of 
Missouri. 

Carroll County: Judges George Campbell and 
,Villiam King. and John Bush. T. H. Clark, Abra
ham Shelly, ,Yilliam Nooner, Judge Hiram Davis, 
W. C. :MitchelL Charles Sneed, A. :;\1. "\Yilson, 
Elijah Tabor, ,rilliam Beller, 'ThI. L. Hawkins, 
John l\Ic:Jlillan, :JI. Perryman, J. A. Hicks, N. 
Ruda. Thomas Callen, 'Y. E. Armstrong. 

Chicot County: John Clark, 'Villiam B. Patton, 
Richard Latting. George 'V. Ferribee, Francis 
Rycroft. Thomas Knox, ,Yo B. Duncan, J. "T. 
Boone. H. S. Smith, James Blaine, Abner J ohn
son, William Hunt. J. ,V. Neal, James ~Iurray, 
B. ~Iagruder, ,Yo P. Reyburn, J. T. ,fLite, ,John 
Fulton, Judge ,Yo H. Sutton. J. Chapman. Hiram 
:MolTell. Reuben Smith, A. 'V. \Yebb. 

In Clark County, in the earliest times, -were 
'Y. P. L. Blair, Colbert Baker. ::'IIoses Graham, 
::'IIathew Logan, James ~Iiles. Thomas Drew, 
Daniel Ringo, A. Stroucl, David Fisk and Isaac 
'Yard. 

Clay County: John J. Griffin, Abraham Rob 

"\Vatson, J. G. Dudley. James Campbell, Single
ton Copeland, C. H. ~Iobley. 

Oonway Oounty: J udge Saffol~, David Bar 
bel', James K0.11am, Reuben Blunt, James Barber. 
James ,Yard, Thomas ~lathers, John Houston, E. 
,Yo Owen, Judge B. B. BalL J. I. Simmons, T. S. 
Haynes, B. F. Howard. ,Yilliam Ellis. N. H. 
Buckley, James "-ard, Judge Robert ~IcCalL ,Yo 
H. Robertson, L. C. Griffin, Judge ,Yo T. Gamble, 
D. D. :Mason, George Fletcher and D. Harrison. 

Oraighead County: Rums Snoddy, Daniel 
0' Guinn. Yancey Broadway, HemT Powell, D. R. 
Tyler, Elias nIackey. \\Tilliam Q. Lane, Jahn Ham
ilton, Asa Puckett. Eli Quarles, 'Villiam Puryear. 

In Crawford County were Henry Bradford, 
J ack ~1ills. G. C. Pickett, Mark Beane, J. C. Sum
ner, James Billingsley. 

Crittenden County: J. Livingston, ,Yo D. Fer 
gUSOll, ,Yo Goshen, 'William Cherry, Judge D. H. 
HarTig, O. 'Y. 'Yallace, S. A. Cherry, Judge 
Charles Blackmore, S. R. Cherry, John Tory, F. 
B. Read, Judge A. B. Hubbins, H. O. Oders, J. 
H. ,'~athen, H. Bacon. 

Fulton County: G. ". Archer, 'Villiam \Vells, 
Daniel Hubble, ~Ioses Brannon. John Nichols, 
~Ioses Steward. Enos U. Hunter, :Milton Yarberry, 
Dr. A. C. Cantrell. 

Greene County: Judge L. Brookfield, L. 
Thompson, James Brown, J. Sutfin, G. Hall, 
Charles Robertson, Judge \V. Hane, J ndge George 
Daniel, G. L. :l\Iartin, J. Stotts, James Ratchford, 
Judge L, Thompson. H. L. Holt, J. L. Atkinson, 
J. Clark, H. N. Reynolds, John Anderson, Ben
jamin Crowley, William Pe-rehouse, John :Uitch
ell, Aaron Bagwell. A. J. Smith, Wiley Clarkson, 
'Yilliam Hatch. 

In Hempstead County: J. 1\1. Steward, A. S. 
'Yaiker, Benjamin Olark. A. :U. Oakley, Thomas 
Dooley, D. T. 'Vitter, Edward Cross, \\"illiam 
1IcDonald. D. \Yilburn and James )los8. 

Hot Springs County: L. ~. 'Vest, G. B. 
Hughes, Judge W. Durham, G. 'Y. Rogers, T. W. 
Johnson, J. T. Grant, J. H. Robinson. H. A. 
'Yhittington, Jobn Callaway, J. T. Grant, Judge 
G. 'Whittington, L. Runyan. R. Huson. J. Bank
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bin, ,V. W. McDaniel, "\V. Dunham, A. B. McDon
ald, J o'3eph Lorance. 

Independence County: R. Searcy, Robert Bean, 
Charles Kelly, John Reed, T. Ourran, John Bean, 
I. Ourran, J. L. Daniels, J. Redmon, ,John Rud
dell, C. H. Pelham, Samuel :\1iller, James J\'Iicham, 
James Trimble, Henry Engles, Hartwell Boswell, 
John H. Ringgold. 

Izard County: J. P. Houston, John Adams, 
Judge J\'Iathew Adams, H. C. Roberts, Jesse Adams, 
John Hargrove, J. Blyeth, "William Clement, 
Judge J. Jeffrey, Daniel Jeffrey, A. Adams, J. A. 
Harris, W. B. Carr, Judge B. Hawkins, B. H. 
Johnson, D. K. Loyd, "\Y. H. Carr, A. Oreswell, 
H. ,\V. Bandy, Moses Bishop, Daniel Hively, 
John Gray, "\Villiam Powell Thomas Richardson, 
'William Seymour. 

Jackson County: Judge Hiram Glass, J. C. 
Saylors. Isaac Gray, N. Copeland, Judge E. 
Bartley, John Robinson, A. M. Carpenter, Judge 
D. 	C. Waters, P. O. Flynn, Hall Roddy, Judge 
R. Ridley, G. ",V. Cromwell, Sam JUathews, Sam 
Allen, Martin BI'idgeman, John Wideman, New
ton Arnold, Joseph Haggerton, Holloway Stokes. 

Jefferson Oounty: Judge W. P. Hackett, J. T. 
Pullen, Judge Creed Taylor, Peter German, N. 
Holland, Judge Sam O. Roane, "\Villiam Kinkead, 
Thomas O'Neal, E. H. Roane, S. Dardenne, Sam 
Taylor, Judge H. Bradford, H. Edgington, Judge 
IV. 	 H. Lindsey, J. H. Caldwell. 

Johnson County: Judge George Jameson, 
rrhomas Jenette, S. F. J\'Iason, Judge J. P. Kessie, 
A. Sinclair, William Fritz, "\Y. J. Parks, R. S. 
Mcl\licken, Augustus "\Yard, Judge J. L. Cravens, 
A. 1\1. Ward, M. Rose, A. L. Black, IV. A. Ander 
son, Judge J. B. Brown, A. Sinclair, William 
Adams, W. M. H. Newton. 

Lafayette County: Judge Jacob Buzzard, Jesse 
Douglass, Joshua 1\lorri80n, 1. II,'. IVanl, J. T. 
Oonway, W. E. Hodges, J. :;.uorrison, George Doo 
ley, J. M .. DOlT, J. P. Jett. "\Y. B. Oonway, \Y. 

H. Oonway, T. V. Jackson, G. H. Pickering, 
Judge E. l\1. Lowe, R. F. Sullivan, JEmes Ab 
rams. 

j 
Lawrence County: Joseph Hardin, Robert 

Blane, H. Sandford, John Reell, R. Richardson, 
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J. 1\1. Kuykendall, H. R. Hynson, James Camp
bell, D. "V. Lowe, Thomas Black, John Rodney, 
John Spotts, \Villiam J. Hudson, William Stuart, 
Isaac 1\1orris, "w Bliam B. Marshall, John S. Fick
lin. 

lVIa~lison County: Judge John Bowen, H. B. 
Brown, P. M. Johnson, H. C. Daugherty, 1H. 
Pen) man, T. McOuiston. 

In Miller Oounty: John Clark, J. Ewing, J. H. 
Fowler, B. English, C. Wright, G. F. Lawson, 
Thomas Polk, George 'Yetmore, Davin Clark, J. 
G. Pierson, John Morton, N. Y. Crittenden, 
Charles Burkem, George Collum, G. C. Wetmore, 
D. C. Steele, G. F. Lawton and Judge G. M. 
l\Iartin. 

Mississippi County: Judge Edwin Jones, J. 
W. 'Whitworth, E. F. Loyd, S. MeLung, G. C. 
Barfield, Judge Nathan Ross, Judge John Troy, 
J. W. Dewitt, J. C. Bowen, Judge Fred Miller, 
Uriah Russell, T. L. Daniel, J. G. Davis, Judge 
Nathan Ross, J. P. Edrington, Thomas Sears, 
A. G. Blackmore, 'William Kellums, Thomas J. 
Mills, James "\Villiams, Elijah Buford, Peter G. 
Reeves. 

:l\Ionroe County: Judge William Ingram, J. O. 
Montgomery, James Eagan, John Maddox, Lafay 
ette Jones, Judge James Carlton, M. Mitchell, J. 
R. DY8, J. Jacobs, R. S. Bell. 

Phillips Oounty: ",V. B. R. Horner, Daniel 
1\1ooney, S. Phillips, S. 1\1. Rutherford, George 
Seaborn, H. L. Bi..,coe, G. "\V. Fereby, J. H. 
l\IcKenzie, Austin Hendricks, W. H. Calvert, N. 
Righton, B. Burress, F. Hanks, J. H. JHcKeal, 
J. K. Sandford, S. S. Smith, 0. P. Smith, J. H. 
McKenzie, S. O. 1\rooney, I. O. P. Tolleson. ErneI' 
Askew, P. Pinkston, Oharles Pearcy, J. B. Ford, 
IY. Bettiss, J. Skinner, H. Turner and 1\1. Irvin. 

Pike County: Judge W. Sorrels, D. S. Dickin
son, John Hughes, J. "\V. Dickinson, Judge "\Y. 
Kelly, Isaac 'White, J. H. Kirkhan, E. K. \Vill
iams, Henry Brewer. 

Poinsett Uounty: Judges Richard Hall and 
'Villiam Harris, Drs. Theophilu!' Griffin aurl John 
P. Hardis, Harrison Ainsworth, Robert H. Stone, 
Benjamin 	Harris. 

Pope County: .Judge Andrew Scott, Twitty t 
~-~----------------------,------------------,--®~ 
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Pace, H. Stinnett, W. Garrott, \r. Mitchell, 
Judge S. K. Blythe, A. E. Pace, J. J. Morse, F. 
Heron, Judge Thomas Murray, Jr., S. M. Hayes, 
S. S. Hayes, R. S. Witt, Judge Isaac Brown, R. 
T. \Yilliamson, W. vV. Rankin, Judge J. J. Morse, 
J. B. Logan, \Y. O. \Vebb. 

Pulaski Oounty: R. 0. Oden, L. R. Ourran, 
Jacob Peyatte, A. H. Renick. G. Greathouse, M. 
Cunningham, Samuel Anderson, H Armstrong, T. 
\V. Newton, D. E. McKinney, S. M. Rutherford, 
A. McHenry, Allen Martin, J. H. Caldwell, Judge 
S. S. Hall, J. Henderson, William Atchinson. R. 
N. Rowland, Judge David Rorer, J. K. Taylor, 
R. H. Callaway, A. L. Langham, Judge J. H. 
Cocke, ,Yo Badgett, G. N. Peay, J. 0. Anthony, 
L. R. Lincoln, A. Martin, A. S. Walker, Judge 
R. Graves, J. P. and John Fields, J. K. Taylor, 
W. O. Howell, J. Gould, Roswell Beebe, "V\'illiam 
Russell, John C. Peay. 

Randolph County: Judge P. R. Pittman, B. J. 
\Viley, William Black, R. Bradford, J. M. Cooper, 
B. J. Wiley, B. M. Simpson, John ,Janes, James 
Oampbell, Samuel McElroy, Edward Mattix, 
Thomas S. Drew, R. S. Bettis, James Russell. 

St. Francis County: Andrew Roane. vVilliam 
Strong, S. Crouch, Judge John Johnson, T. J. 
Ourl, G. B. Lincecum, \Villiam Lewis, Judge 
vVilliam Strong, Isaac Mitchell, David Davis, 
Isaac Forbes, Judge \Yilliam Enos, N. O. Little, 
W. G. Bozeman, H. M. CarotherR, Judge R. H. 
Hargrove, H. H. Curl, Oyrus Little. 

Saline Oounty: .rudge T. S. Hutchinson, Samuel 
Caldwell, V. Brazil, C. Lindsey, A. Carrick, Judge 
H. Prudden, G. B. Hughes, Samuel Collins, J. J. 
Joiner, J. R. Conway, R. Brazil, E. M. Owen, 
George 1'rIcDaniel, O. P. Lyle. 

Scott County : Judge Elijah Baker, S. B. 
\V~alker, James Riley, J. R. Choate, JuJge James 
Logan. G. 1\1arshall, Charles Humphrey, ,Yo Cau 
thorn, G. C. 'Valker. T. J. Garner, Judge Gilbert 
Marshall, ,Yo Kenner. 

Searcy County: Judge "WIlliam Wood, vVilliam 
Kavanaugb. E. ]\1. Hale, Judge Joseph Rea, \Yill
iam Ruttes, Joe Brown, V. Robertson, T. S. Hale, 

j 
Judge J. Campbell. 

1.------rseVieT Oounty: ;Jndge John Olark, R. Hal't· 
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field, G. Clark, J. T. Little, Judge David Foran, 
P. Little, \V illiam \Yhite, Charles Moore, A. 
Hartfield, Judge J. F. Little, Henry MorriR, 
Judge Henry Brown. George Halbrook, Judge 
R. H. Scott, S. S. Smith. 

Sharp Oounty: Jolm King, Robert Lott, Nich
olas Norris, William Morg&.n, vVilliam J. Gray, 
William \Villiford, Solomon Hudspeth, Stephen 
English! John \r alker, L. D. Dale, John O. Gar· 
ner, R. P. Smithee, Josiah Richardson, Judge A. 
H. Nunn, William G. :LHathellY. 

Union County: John T. Oabeen, John Black, 
Jr., Judge John Black, Sr., Benjamin Gooch, 
Alexander Beard, Thomas O'Neal, Judge G. B. 
Hughes, John Oornish, John Hogg, Judge Hiram 
Smith, J. R. Moore, John Henry, John Stokeley, 
Judge Oharles H. Seay, ,V. L. Bradley, Judge 
Thomas Owens. 

Van Buren County: Judge J. L. Laferty, P. 
O. Powell, N. Daugherty, Philip Wail, L. \ViU· 
iams, Judge J. B. Craig, Judge J. ~I. Baird, J. 
McAlli8ter, Judge 'V illiam Dougherty, A. ~lor 
rison, George Oounts, A. Oaruthers, \Y. 'V. 1'rim
ble, R. Bain, J. O. Young, George Hardin, A. 'V. 
McRaines, Judge J. C. Ganier. 

Washington County: L. Newton, Lewis Evans, 
John Skelton, Judge Robert l\IcAmy, B. H. 
Smithson, J udge John Wilson, James Marrs, V. 
Caruthers, James Coulter, J. T. Edmonson, Judge 
J. M. Hoge, James Orawford, John McClellan. 
Judge "Y. B. \1,'oody, W. W. Hester, Judge John 
Oureton, L. O. Pleasants, Isaac l\lurplq, D. Calla 
ghan, J ndge Thomas ,yilson, \V. L. Wallace and 
L. v\'. 'Vallace. 

White County: Judge Samuel Guthrie, P. \Y. 
Roberts, P. Crease, Michael Owens, M. H. Blue, 
S. Arnold, J. \Y. Bond, "William Oook, J. Arnold, 
Milton Saunders, J aues Bird, Samuel Beeler, 
James "Valker, Martin Jones. :?hilip Hilger. James 
King, L. Pate, John Akin, Reuben Stephens, Sam 
uel Guthrie. 

Woodruff Oounty: Rolla Gray, Durant H. 
Bell. John Df?nnis, Dudley Glass. Michael Hag 
gerdon, Samuel Taylor, J ames Barnes. George 
Hatch. John Teague, 1'homas Arnold and Thomas 
Hough. 

t 
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The above were all prominent men in their 10
calities during the Territorial times of Arkansas. 
Many of them have left names and memories inti
mately associated with the history of the State. 
They were a part of those pioneers" who hewed 
the dark, old woods away," and left a rich inheri
tance, and a substantial civilization, having wealth, 
refinement and luxuries, that were never a part of 
their dreams. They were home makers as well as 
State and Nation builders. They cut out the roads, 
opened their farms, bridged the streams, built 
houses, made settlements, towns and cities, rendel'
ing all things possible to their descendants; a race 
of heroes and martyrs pre eminent in all time for 
the blessings they transmitted to posterity; they 
repelled the painted savage, and exterminated the 
ferocious wild beasts; they worked, struggled and 
endured that others might enjoy the fruits of their 
heroic sacrifices. Their lives were void of evil to 
mankind; possessing little ambition, their touch 
was the bloom and never the blight. Granted, 
cynic, they builded wiser than they knew, yet they 
built, and built well, and their every success was 
the triumphant march of peace. Let thE" record of 
their humble but great lives be immortal! 

The New Madrid earthquake of 1811-12, com
mencing in the last of December, and the subterra 
nean forces ceasing after three months' duration, 
was of itself a noted era, but to the awful display 
of nature's forces was added a far more important 
and lasting event, the result of the silent but 
mighty powers of the human mind. Simulta 
neously with the hour of the most violent convul
sions of nature, the third day of the earthquake, 
there rode out at the mouth of the Ohio, into the 
lashed and foaming waters of the ~1ississippi, the 
first steamboat that ever ploughed the western 
waters-the steamer" Orleans," Capt. Roosevelt. 
So awful was the display of nature's energies, that 
the granitic earth, with a mighty sound, heaved 
and writhed like a stOl'm-tossecl ocean. The great 
river turned back in its flow, the waye:'l of the 
ground burst, shooting high in the air. "'pouting 
sand and water; great forest-covered hills disap 
peared at the bottom of deep lakes into which

j they had sunk; and the ,. sunk lands" are to 
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this day marked on the maps of t;outheast ]His 
sonri and Northeast Arkansas. The sparse popu 
lation along the river (New Madrid was a flourish 
ing young town) fled the country in terror, leav 
ing mostly their effects and domestic animals. 

The wild riot of nature met in this wilderness 
the triumph of man's genius. Where else on the 
globe so appropriately could have been this meet
ing of the opposing forces as at the mouth of the 
Ohio and on the convulsed bosom of the Father of 
,Yatel's? How feeble, apparently, in this contest, 
were the powers of man; how grand and awful the 
play of nature' 8 forces! The mote struggling 
against the" wreck of worlds and crush of mat
ter." But," peace be still," was spoken to the 
vexed earth, while the invention of Fulton will go 
on forever. The revolving paddle-wheels were the 
incipient drive-wheels, on which now ride in tri
umph the glories of this great age. 

The movement of immigrants to Arkansas in 
the decade following the earthquake was retarded 
somewhat, whereas, barring this, it should and 
would have been stimulated into activity by the 
advent of steamboats upon the western rivers. The 
south half of the State was in the possession of 
the Quapaw Indians. The Spanish attempts at 
colonizing were practical failures. His Catholic 
majesty was moving in the old ruts of the feudal 
ages, in the deep. seated faith of the "divinity of 
kings, " and the paternal powers and duties of 
rulers. The Bastrop settlement of "thirty fam 
ilies," by a seigniorial grant in 1797, had brought 
years of suffering, disappointment and failure. 
This was an attempt to found a colony on the 
Ouachita River, granting an entire river and a 
strip of land on each side thereof to Bastrop, 
the government to pay the passage of the people 
across the ocean and to feed and clothe them one 
year. To care for its vassals, and to provide 
human breeding grounds; swell the multitudes for 
the use of church and State; to ,. glOl'ify God n 

by repressing the growing instincts of liberty and 
the freedom of thought, and add subjects to the 
possession and powers of these gilded toads, were 
the essence of the oTiental scbemes for peopling 
the new world. Happily for mankind they failed, t 
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a manly spirit of self-reliance and indep,:mdence. 
These were the successful founders and builders 
of elllpil'e in the wllderness. 

ONDER FRENCH RULE. 

Robert Cavelier de La Salle (April 9, 
formal). .. . ............... '" ... 1682-1688 

Marquis de Sanville ................... 1689 1700 
Bienville ..............................1701-17L2 
Lamothe Cadillar...................... 1713-1715 
De L'Epinay ..................... " ...1716 1717 
Bienville..............................1718 1723 
Boisbriunt (ad interim) .. " ........... 1724 
Bienville............................ 1732 1741 
Baron de Kelerec................ . ..1753-1762 
D'Abbadie ..... ' .....................1763-1766-li' 

UNDER SPANISH RULE, 

Antonio de Ulloa..................... 1767-1768 
Alexander O'Reilly.. .. ............. 1768 1'169 
Loui; de Unzl1ga ......... '" ... , .....17,0-1776 
Bernando de Galvez ...................1777 1784 
Estevar Miro.......................... 178.5-1787 
Francisco Luis Bortu, Baron uf Caron

delet. ............ , ................ 1789 1';92 
Ga.yoso de Lemos. , ... " . . . . .. .. . ..... 1'iU3-1798 
Sebastian de ('osa Calvo y O·Fa.rrell ... 1798 1799 
Juan Manual de Salcedo... '" .........1800 1803 

From the dates already given it will be se4?n 
that the official acts of 8alc12do during his e-ntiro 

><' Loulsiana west of the .l\lis<;isslppi, althollgh ceded 
to Spa.in in 1762, retnained under French jurisdiction 
until17()6. 
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and the wild beasts returned to care for their young 
in safety and await the coming of the real pioneers, 
they who came bringing little or nothing, save 

~ N the preceding chapter are 
briefly traced the changes 

'~ in the government of the 
~, 
~ 

Territory of Louisiana from 
its discovery to the yearI

r~~~~~~\~~~~ 1803, when it became a 
part of the territory of 

the United States. Discovered by 
the Spanish, possessed by the French, 
divided and re divided between the 
Fren('h, Spanish and English; set
tled by the Holy l\Iother Church, 
in the warp and woof of nations it 
was the flying shuttle cock of the 
great weaver in its religion as wpll 
as allegiance for 261 years. 'rhis 
foundling, this waif of nations, was 

but an outcast, or a trophy chained to the 
tl'iumphal car of the victors among the warring 
European powers, until in the providence of God 
it reached its haven and abiding home in the 
bosorD. of the union of States. 

As a French province, the civil government of 
Louisiana was ol'?anized, and the Marquis de San 
ville appointed viceroy or governor in 1680. 

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/gdc/scd0001/2013/20131106001bi/DEULLo-AnKANS.AS


term of office, under the secret treaty of Ildefonso, 
were tainted with irregularity. Thousands of land 
grants had been given by him aIter he had in fact 
ceased to bf' the viceroy of Spain. The contract 
ing powers had affixed to the treaty the usual ob 
ligations of the fulfillment of all undertakings, but 
the American courts and lawyers, in that ancient 
spirit of legal hypercritical technicalities, had 
given heed to the vicious doctrine that acts in good 
faith of a de facto governor may be treated as of 
questionable validity. This was never good law, 
because it was never good sense or justice. 

The acts and official doings of tLe5e vice-royal 
ties in the wilderness present little or nothing of 
interest to the student of history, because they 
were local and individual in their bf'aring. It 
was the action of the powers acrO!:>8 the waters, In 

reference to Canada and Louisiana, that in theIr 
wide and sweeping effects have been nearly ommp· 
otent in shaping CIvilIzation. 

Referring to the acquisition of Canada and the 
Louisiana east of the JHississippi River, Bancroft 
says that England exulted in its conquest;-)\, 
enjoying the glory of. extended domillion in the 
confident expectation of a boundless increase of 
wealth. But its success was due to its having 
taken the lead in the good old struggle for liberty, 
and it was destined to bring fruits, not so much to 
itself as to the cause of freedom and mankind. 

France, of all the States on the continent of 
Europe the most powerful, by territorial unity, 
wealth, numbers, industry and culture, seemed 
also by its place marked out for maritime ascend· 
ency. Set between many seas it re~ted upon the 
Mediterranean, possessed harbors on the German 
Ocean, and embraced between its wide shores and 
jutting headlands the bays and open waters of the 
Atlantic; its people, infolding at one extreme the 
Offspl'ing of colonists from Greece, amI at the 
other the hal'ely children of the Nortbmen, being 

. callE'd, as it were, 'to the inheritance of life upon 
the sea. The nation, too, readily conceived or ap
propriated great ideas and delighted in bold re 
solves. Its travelers had penetrated farthest into 

'X-Bancroft, vo1. IV.--!."i7; 
Louisiane, vol. ii. 121. 
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the fearful interior of uuknowIl lands; its Illission 
aries won most familiarly the confidence of tht> 
aboriginal hordes; its writers described with 
keener and wiser observation the forms ()f nature 
in her wildness, and the habits and languages of 
savage m~lll; its soldiers, and every lay Frenchman 
in America owed military service, uniting beY()ll(l 
all otben, celerity with courage, knew be::,t how to 
endure the hardship:" of forest life and to triumph 
in forest warfare. Its ocean chivalry had given a 
name and a colony to Carolina, and its merchants 
a people to Acadia. The French discovered the 
basin of the St. Lawrence; were the first to ex 
plore and possess the banks of the 'Mississippi, and 
planned an American empire that shonld unite the 
widest valleys and most copious inland. waters in 
the world. But over all this splendid empire in 
thE' old and the new world was a government that 
was mE>dieval-mured in its glittering palaces, 
taxing its subjects, it would allow nothing to come 
to the Louisialla Territory but what was old and 
worn out. French America was closed against even 
a gleam of intellectual independence; nor did all 
Louisiana canLain so much as one dissenter from 
the Roman Church. 

,. \Ye have cRught them at last,' '. exultingly e:b.. 
claimed Choiseul, when he gave up the Canadas 
to England and the Louisiana to Spain. ' , Eng 
land will ere long repent of having removed the 
only check that could keep her colonies in awe. * 
* * Sbe will call on them to support the bur 
dens they have helped to bring on her, and they 
will answer by striking off all dependence," said 
Vergennes. 

These keen-witted Frenchmen, with a pone
tration far beyond the ablest statesmen of Eng
land, saw, as they believed, and time has con 
firmed., that in the hUllliliation and dismember
ment of the territory of France, especially the 
transfer to England of Canada, they had. 1a: t1 the 
mine "\\ hich 80me day would destroy the- British 
colonial system, awl probably eventuate ill the 
independence of the American colonies. The in 
tellect of France was keeping step with the spirit 
of the age; it had heen excluded of course from 
the nation's councils, but saw what its feeble 



HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. 

government neither could see nor prevent, that the 
distant wilderness possessed a far greater impOl'
tanee on the world's new map than was given it 
by the gold and gems it was supposed to contain; 
and that the change of allegiance of the ('olonies 
was the great step in the human mind, as it was 
slowly emerging from the gloom and darkness of 
the middle ages. Thus it was that the mere Terri
tory of Louisiana, before it was peopled by civilized 
man, was playing its important part in the world's 
greatest of all dramas. 

The first official act of our government, after 
the purchase of Louisiana, was an act of Oongress, 
l\tlarch 26, 1804-, dividing Louisiana into two dis
tricts, and attaching the whole to Indiana Terri
tory, under the government of -William Hem'y 
Harrison. The division in Louisiana was by a line 
on the thirty-third parallel; the south was named 
the District of Orleans; that north of it was named 
the District of Louisiana. This is now the south 
line of the State of Arkansas. 

In 1805 the District of Louisiana was erected in
to the Territory of Louisiana. It was however a terri 
tory of the second class and remained under the gov
ernlllent and control of Indiana TelTitory until 1812. 

By act of June 4, 1812, the name of Louisiana 
'rerritory was changed and became the Missouri 
Territory, being made a territory of the first class, 
and given a territorial government. Capt. \Yilliam 
Clark, of the famous Lewis and Olark, explorerso£ 
the northwest, was appointed governor, remaining 
as such until 1819, when Arkansas Territory was 
cut off from Missouri. 

The act of 1812, changing the District of 
Louisiana to Missouri Territory, provided for a 
Territorial legislature consisting of nine members, 
and empowered the governor to layoff that 
part where the Indian title had been extinguished 
into thirteen counties. The county of New 
Madrid, as then formed, extpnded into the Arkan
sas territorial limits, "down to the Mississippi to 
a point directly east of the mouth of Little Red 
River; thence to the mouth of Red Eiver; thence 
up the Red River to the Osage purchase," etc. 
In other words it did not embrace the whole of 

what is now Arkansas. 

,. 


December 13, 1813, the County of Arkansas, 
Missouri Territory, was formed, and the county 
seat was fixed at Arkam,as Post. * 

Besides Arkansas Oounty, Lawrence Oounty 
was formed January 15, 1815, and Olark, Hemp
stead and Pulaski Oounties, December] 5, 1818. 

Missouri neglected it seems to provide a judi 
cial district for her five southern or Arkansas 
counties. Therefore Oongress, in 1814, authorized 
the President to appoint an additional judge for 
J\lIissouri Tenitory, "who should hold office four 
years and resiue in or near the village of Arkan
sas," - across the river from Arkansas Post. 

March 2, 1819, Oongress created the Territory 
of Arkansas out of the Missouri Territory. It was 
only a territory of the second class, and the ma
chinery of government consisted of the governor 
and three judges, who constituted the executive, 
judicial and legislative departments, their offi 
cial acts requiring the consent of Congress. Pres 
ident Monroe appointed James Miller, governor; 
Robert Crittenden, secretary; Oharles Jouett: 
Andrew Scott and Robert P. Letcher, judges of the 
superior court. The act designated Arkansas Post 
as the temporary seat of government. In the ab 
sence of the Governor, Robert Orittenden, "act
ing governor," convened the fhst session of the 
provisional government on August 3, 1819. The 
act continued the new tf'rritory under the laws of 
Missouri Territory. The five counties designated 
above as formed prior to the division of Arkansas, 
had been represented in the Missouri TerritOl'ial 
legislature. Elijah Kelly, of Clark Oounty, was a 
representative, and he rode on horseback from his 
home to St. Louis. The session was pl'obably not 
a week in length, and the pay and mileage little 
or nothing. 

This first Territorial legislature appointed a 
treasurer and auditor, provided a tax for general 
purposes, and divided the five counties into two 
judicial circuits: First, Arkansas and Lawrence 
Oonnties; Second, Pulaski, Olark and Hempstead 
Oounties. 

·X-During the latter part of the eighteenth century, 
something of the "arne municipal division was made, and 
called "Arkansas Parish," the name being derived 
from an old Indian town called Arkansea. 
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April 2], 1820, Congress passeu an act per- extinguished. These parties resorted to the expe
fecting the Territorial organization, and applying dient of locating upon the land" New lUadrid 
the same provisions to Arkansas that were contained floats," or claims, unuer the act of February 17, 
in the act creating Missouri into a Territory of the 1813, which authorizecl anyone whose land had 
first class. . been "materially injured" by the earthquake of 

The first legislative body elected in Arkansas Enl to locate the like quantity of land on any of 
convened at AI'kansas Post, February 7 to 24:, 1820. the public lands open for sale. Several hundred 
In the council were: President, Edward l\IcDonald; acres were entered under these claims as the fllt 
secretary, Richard Searcy; members, Arkansas ure town site. The county seat of Pulaski County 
County, Sylvanus Phillips; Clark County, Jacob was, contrary to the expectation of the Little Rock 
Barkman; Hempstead County, David Clark; syndicate, located at Cadron, near the month of 
Lawrence County, EdWal'd lUcDonald; Pulaski Cadron Creek, where it ellters tlle Arkansas River. 
County, John :McElmurry. In the house of rep- On the 18th day of October, 1820, the Terri 
resentatives: Speaker, Joseph Hardin ('Villiarn torial seat of government was removed from the 
Stephenson was first elected, served one day and Post of AI'kansas to the Little Rock, the act to 
resigned, on account of inuisposition); J. Cham take effect June 1, 1821. The next 1'el'1'itol'ial 
berlain, clerk; memb81's, Arkansas County, ,V. B. legislatuTe convened in Little Rock, October 1 to 
R. Horner, "V. O. Allen; Clark, Thomas Fish; 24, 1821. The council consjl::>ted of Sam C. Roane, 

Hempstead, J. English, 'V. Stevenson; Lawrence, president, and Richard Searcy, secTetary. In the 

Joseph Hardin, Joab Hardin; Pulaski, Radford house "William Trimble was speaker, and A. H. 

Ellis, T. H. Tindall. This body later adjourned to Sevier, clerk. 

meet. October rollowing, continuing in session until The third legislature met OctobeT 6 to 31, 

the 25th. 1823. Sam C. Roane was president of the coun 


At this adjourned session the question of the cil, and Thomas 'Y. Newton, secretary; while T. 
rE'moval of the Tenitorial seat of government from Farrelly was speaker, and D. E. lUcKinnpy, clerk 
Arkansas Post to "the Little Rock," came up on of the house. 
a memorial signed by Amos ,Yheeler and others. The fourth legislature was held OctoLer 3 to 
"The Little Rock" was in contradistinction to November 3, 1825. Of the council, the president 
"the Rocks," as were known the beautiful bluff'.;, was Jacob Barkman; secretary, Thomas 'Y. New
over 200 feet high, a little above and across the ton. Of the house, Robert Bean was speaker; 
river from ,. the Little Rock." In 1820 Gov. David Barber, clerk.. 
Miller visited the Little Rock PE'tit Rocher The fifth TerritoriallegislatuTe was held October 
with a view to selecting a new seat of government. 1 to 31, ] S27, awl a special session held October 
The point designated was the northeast corner of () to October 28, 1828; E. T. Clark served as presi
the Quapaw west line and Arkansas River. 1m dent of the council, and John Clark, secretary; 
mediately upon the formation of the Territory, J. ·'Wilson was speaker of the house, and. Daniel 
prominent parties began to look out for a more Ringo, clerk. 
central location for a capital higher up the river, In the sixth legislature, Charles Caldwell was 
and it was soon a general understanding that the president of the council, and J obn Caldwell, secre 
.seat of government and the county seat of Pulaski tary; John ,Yilson was speaker of the house, and 
Connty, the thpn adjoining county above Arkansas Daniel Ringo, clerk. 
County on tho river, would be located at the same The seventh legislature held October 3 to 
place. A syndicate was formeJ and Little Rock November 7, 1831, had Charles Calclwpll as presi
Bluff was pushed for this double honor. The dent of the conncil, and Absalom Fowler, Reere
government had not yet opened the land to pub tary; William Trimble was speaker of the bou~e, 
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In the eighth legislature, October '7 to Novem 
bel' 18,1888, John 'Williamson was pr8sident of the 
council and ,Vil1iam F. Yeomans, secretary; John ,rilson was speaker of the house, and James B. 
Keatts, clerk. 

The ninth legislature met October 5 to NovBm
bel' 1o, 1885. The president of the senate was 
Charles Caldwell; secretary, S. T. Sanders. John 
"Vilson was speaker of the house and L. B. Tully, 
clerk. 

This was the last of the Territorial assemblies. 
James MillE'r was succeeded as governor by George 
Izard, 1\larch 4, 1825. and Izard by John Pope, 
March 9, 1829. William Fulton followed Pope 
March 9, 1835, and held the office until Arkansas 
became a State. 

Robert Crittenden was secretary of State 
(nearly all of Miller's term "acting governor"), 
appointed 1\1arch 3, 1819, and was succeeded in 
office by 'William Fulton, April 8, 1829; Fulton 
was succeeded by Lewis Randolph, February 23, 
1885. 

George VV. Scott was appointed Territorial 
auditor August 5. 1819, and was succeeded by 
Richard U. Byrd, November 20, 1829; Byrd was 
followed by Emzy ,Yilson, November G, 1831; and 
the latter by 'William Pelham, November 12, 1833, 
his successor being Elias N. Conway, July 20,1835. 

J ames Scull, appointed treasurer August 5, 
18H), was succeedecl by 8. 1\1. Rutherford, Novem 
bel' 12, 1833, who continued in officE' until the 
State was formed. 

The counties in 1825 had been increased in num
ber to thirteen: Arkansas, Clark, Conway, ChlCot, 
Crawford, CrittendE'n, Lawrence, Miller, Hemp
stead, IndepE'ndence, Pulaski, Izard and Phillips. 
The territory was divided into four jlldicial cir
cuits, of which ,yilliam Trimble, Benjamin J ohn
son, Thomas P. Eskridge and James ,yoodson 
Bates were, in the order named, the judges. The 
delegateR in Oongress from Arkansas Territory were 
James ,Yo Bates, 1820-23; Henry W. Conway, 
1823 29; Ambrose H. Sevier, 1~2U-36. 

The Territorial legislature, in common with all 
other legislatures of that day, passerl some laws 
which would have been mnch better not passed, and 
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others that remained a dead letter on the books. 
Among other good laws which were never enforced 
was one against duelling. In 1825 Whigs and 
Democrats allowed party feelings to run high, and 
some bloody duels grew out of the beat of cam
paigns. 

Robert Crittenden and Henry W. Conway 
fought a duel October 29, 1827. At the first fire 
Conway fell mortally wounded and died a fortnight 
thereafter. 

December 4, 1837, John ,Vilson, who, it will 
be noticed, figured prominently in the preceding 
record of the Territorial assemblies, was expelled 
from the house of representatives, of which body 
he was speaker, for killing J. J. Anthony. 

A con"ltitutional convention, for the purpose of 
arranging for the Terri tory to become a State in the 
Union, was held in Little Rock, in January, 1830. 
Its duty wus to prepare a suitable constitution and 
submit it to Congress, and, if unobjectionable, to 
have an act passed creating the StatE' of Arkan
sas. John ,Yilson was president, and Charles P. 
Bertrand, secretary, of the convention. Thirty
five counties were l'epres('nted by fifty-two members. 

June 13, 1836, Arkansas was made a State, 
and the preamble of the act recites that there was 
a population of 47,700. 

The first State legislature met September 12 to 
November 8, 1836, later adjourning to November 
0, 1837, and continued in session until March 5, 
1838. The president of the senate was 8am O. 
Roane; secretary, A. J. Greer; the speaker of the 
house was John ,yilson (he was expelled and 
Grandison D. Royston elected); clerk, S. H. Hemp
stead. 

The second constitutional convention, held 
January 4 to January 23, 1864, had as president, 
John 1\IcCoy, and secretary, R. J. T. "\Vhite. 'This 
convention was called by virtue of President Lin 
coIn's proclamation. ThE' polls had been opened 
chiefly at the Federal military posts, and the major
ity of delegates were really refugees from many of 
the counties they represented. It simply was an 
informal meeting of the Union men in response to 
the President's wish. and they mostly made their t 
own credentials. The Federal army occupied the 

,.. 
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Arkansas River and points north, while the south 
portion of the State was belel by the Confederates. 
It is said the convention on important legal ques
tions was largely influenced by Han. T, D. ",Y. 
Yonly, of Pulaski County. The convention prac
tically re-enacted the constitution of 1836~abolished 
slavery, already a fact, and created the separate 
office of lieutenant-governor, instead of the former 
ex-officio president of the senate. The machinery 
of State government was thus once more in oper
ation. The convention wisely did its work and 
adjourned. 

The next constitutional convention was held 
January 7 to February 18, 18G8. Thomas M. 
Bowen was president, and John G. Price, secretary. 
TLe war was over and the Confederates had re
turned and were disposed to favor the constitution 
which they found the Unionists had adopted in 
their ab8ence~ and was then in fun force in the 
State. Isaac Murphy (Federal) hau been elected 
governor under the constitution of 186-1, and all 
the State offices were under control of the Union
ists. His term as governor would expil'e in July, 
1868. 

j 

This convention made sweeping changes In the 
fundamental laws. The most prominent were the 
disfranchisement of a large majority of the white 
voters of the State, enfranchising the negroes, and 
providing for a complex anu plastic system of reg 
istration. This movement, and its severe character 
throughout, were a part of the reconstrnction 
measures emanating from Congress. Arkansas 
was under military rule and the constitution of 
1864, and this condition of affairs, had been ac
cBpted by the returned conquered Confederates. 
But the Unionists, who had fled to the Federal 
military posts for protection, were generally eager 
to visit their vanquished enemies with the severest 
penalties of the law. A large part of the intel
ligence and tax.payers of the State wen~ indis
criminately excluded from the polls, and new vot
ers anu new men came to the front, with grievances 
to be avenged and ambitions to be gratified. The 
unusual experiment of the reversal of the civic 
conditions of the ex-slav'es with their former mas 
ters was boldly undertaken. Impetuous men now 

7t~ 


prevailed in the name of patriotism, the natural 
reflex swing of the penuulum the anti climax was 
this convention of reconstruction to the convention 
of secession of 18(H. The connection between 
these two conventions-1861 1868 is so blended 
that the convention of '61 is omitted in its chro
nological order, that the two may be set properly 
side by side. 

March 4, 1861, a State convention assembled 
in Little Rock. The election of delegates was 
on February 18, preceding. The convention met 
the day Abraham Lincoln was inducted into office 
as president of the United States. The people of 
Arkansas were deeply concerned, The conserva
tive nlinds of the State loved the Union as sin
cerely as they regretted the wanton assaults that 
had been made upon them by the extremists of the 
North. The members of that convention had 
been elected with a view to the consideration of 
those matters already vi::,ible in the dark war clouds 
lowering upon the country The test of the un
ion and disunion sentiment of that body was the 
1?1ection of president of the convention. J nnge 
David 'Yalker (Union) received forty vote,'" against 
thirty-:five votes for Judge B. C. Totten. Hon. 
Henry F. Thomasson introduced a series of con 
servative resolutions, condemning disunion and 
looking to a convention of all the States to "settle 
the slavery question" and secnre the perpetuation 
of tl e Union. The resolutions were passed, and 
the convention adjourned to meet again in J\lay fol 
lowing. This filled the wise and conservative men 
of the State with great hopes lor the Iuture. But, 
Dlost unfortunately, when the convention again 
met war was already upon the country, and the 
ordinance of secession was passed, with but one 
negative vote. The few days between the adjourn
Dlent and re assembling of the convention had not 
made traitors of this majority that had 80 recent 
ly,condemned disunion. The swift moving events, 
everywhere producing consternation and alarm. 
called. out determined men, and excitement ruled 
the hour. 

The conventions of 1861 and Ib68-secession 
and reconstruction r ",Yhen the long - gathering 
cloud-burst of civil war bad passed, it left a cen
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tury's trail of broken heaI'ts, d.esolated homes, 
ruined lives, and a stream of demoralization over
flowing the bf'autiful valleys of the land to the 
mountain tops. The innocent and unfortunate ne 
gn) was the stumbling-block at all times. The con
vention of 18tH would have founded an empire of 
freedom, buttressed in the slavery of the black man; 
the convention of 1868 preferred to rear its great col
umn of liberty upon the ashes of tbe unfortunate 
past; in every era the wise, conservative and patriotic 
sentiment of the land was chained and bound to 
the chariot wheels of rejoicing emotion. Prudence 
and an intelligent insight into the future alone 
could prevent men from "losing their reason. " 

The constitution of 18G8, as a whole, was not 
devoid of merit. It opened the way for an age of 
internal improvements, and intended the establish
ment of a liberal public free school system, and at 
the same time provided safeguards to protect the 
public heasuryand restrain reckless extravagance. 

Then the legislatures elected under it, the State 
officers, ancl the representatives in the upper and 
lower Congress, were in political accord with the 
dominant party of th8 country. Gen. Grant was 
president; Powell Clayton, governor; Robert J. L. 
·Wbite, secretary of State; J. R. Berry, auditor, 
and Henry Page, treasurer. The first legislature 
under the constitution of 18G8 passed most liberal 
laws to aid railroads and otber internal improve 
ments, and provided a system of revenue laws to 
meet the new order of affairs. During 18G9 to 
1871 railroad aiel and levee bonds to the amount of 
$10,419,773.74 were issued. The supreme cou;,t 
of the State in after years declared the railroad 
aid, levee aml Halford bonds void, aggregating 
$8,604,773.74. Before his term of governor had 
expired, Gov. Clayton was elected United States 
senator (1871 17), and in 1873 Hon. Stephen 'V. 
Dorsey was elected to a likp pORi tion. 

j 

The climax and the end of reconstruction in 
Arkansas will always be an interesting paragraph 
in the State'R history. Elisha Baxter and Joseph 
Brooks were the gnbernatorial candidate" at the 
election of 1872. Both were Republicans, and 
Brooks was considered one of the most ardent of 
that pal'~y, Baxter was the nominee of the party 

anu on thEl same ticket with Grant, who was can
\.lidate for president. Brooks was nominateu on a 
mixed ticket) maae up Ly clisafl'ected Republicans, 
but on a more liberal platform toward the Demo
crats than the regular ticket. On the face of the 
first returns the Greeley electors and the Brooks 
ticket were in the majority, but wben the votes 
were finally canvassed, such changes were made, 
from illegal voting or bulldozing it was claimed, 
as to elect the Grant ancl Baxter tickets. Under 
the constitution of 1863, the legislature was de 
elared the 801e juuge of the election of State officers. 
Brooks took his case before that body at its J an
uary term, lS73-at which time Baxter was in
augurated-but the assembly decided that Baxter 
was elected, and, whether right or wrong. every 
one supposed the question permanently settled. 

Brooks however, went before the supreme 
court (McClure being chief justice), that body 
promptly deciding tbat the legislature was by law 
the proper tribunal, and that as it had determined 
the case its action was final and binding. Bax
ter was inaugurated in January, 1873; had been 
declared elected by the proper authoritiee, and 
this bad been coufirmed by the legislature, the 
action of the latter being distinctly approved 
by the supreme court. The adherents of Brooks 
had supposed that they were greatly wronged, 
but like good citizens all acquieF,ced. Those 
who had politically despised Brooks perhaps 
the majority of his voters - had learned to sym
pathize with what they believed were his and 
their mutual wrongs. Baxter bad peacefully ad 
ministered the office more than a year, when 
Brooks went before Judge John 'Vhytock, of the 
Pulaski circuit conrt, and commenced quo Luarra.nto 

proceedings against Baxter. The governor's at
torneys filed a demurrer, and the case stood over. 
,Yednesday, April 15, 157-1, Judge 'Yhytock, in 
the absellce of Baxter's attorneys, overruled the de
murrer, giving judgment of ouster against Baxter, 
and instantly Brooks, with an officer, hastened to 
the State honse, demanded the surrender of the 
office, and arrested Baxter. Tbus a stroke of the 
pen by a mere circuit court judge in bane plunged 
the State iuto tumult. 

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/gdc/scd0001/2013/20131106001bi/8,604,773.74
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Oouriers sped over the city, and the flying news 
gave the people a genuine sensation. Indeed, not 
only Baxter but the ~tate and the nation received 
a great surprise. 

As soon as Baxter was released, though only 
under arrest a few minutes, he fled to st. John's 
College, in the city, and from this headquarters 
called for soldiers, as did Brooks from the 
State house, anu alas, poor Arkansas! there were 
now again two doughty governors beating the 
long roll and swiftly forming in the ranks of war. 
Brooks converted the State hOl1se and grounds 
into a ganison, while Baxter made headquarters 
at the old Anthony Hotel, and the dead-line be
tween the armed foes was :lUain Street. Just in 
time to prevent mutual annihilation, though not 
in time to prevent bloodshed, some United States 
801<1iers arrived and took up a position of armed 
neutrality between the foes. 

j 

If there can be anything comical in a tragedy 
it is fl1rnished just here in the fact that, in the 
twinkling of an eye, the adherents and voters of the 
two governors had changed places, and each was 
now fighting for the man whom he had opposed so 
vehemently. And in all these swift changes the 
supreme court had shown the greatest agility. 
By some remarkable legerdemain, Brooks, who was 
intrenching himself, had had his case again placed 
before the supreme court, and it promptly l'eversed 
itself and decided that the circuit court had juris
diction. The wires to Washington were kept hot 
with messages to President Grant and Congress. 
The whole State was in Jire commotion with "mus
tering squadrons and clattering cars." The fre
quent popping of picket guns was in the land; a 
steamboat, laden with arms for Baxter, was at
tacked and sevel'al killed and many wounded. 
Business was again utterly prostrated and horrors 
brooded over the unfortunate State; and probably 
the most appalling feature of it all was that in the 
division in the mnks of the people the blacks, led 
by whites, were mostly on one side, while the 
whites were arrayed on the other. Congre<.,s sent 
the historical Poland Committee to investigate 
Arkansas affairs. President Grant submitteu all1'-:1 q~e8tions to his attorney -general. 

The President, at the end of thirty days after 
the forcible possession of the office, sustained Bax 
ter-exit Brooks. The end of the war, the cli
max of rf'construction in Arkansas, had come. 
Peace entered as swiftly as had war a few days be 
fore. The sincerity and intensity of the people's 
happiness in this final ending are founel in the fact 
that when law anu Ol'uer were restored no one was 
impeached, no one was imprisoned for treason. 

The report of the Poland Committee, 1874, 
the written opinion of Attorney-General Williams, 
the decision of the Arkansas supreme court by 
Judge Samuel W. "Williams, found in Vol. XXIX of 
Arkansas Reports, page 173, and the retiring mes 
sage of Governor Baxter, are the principal records 
of the litemture and history of the reign of the 
dual governors. The students of law and history 
in coming time will turn inquiring eyes with 
curious interest upon these official pages. The 
memory of "the thil'ty days" in Arkansas will 
live forever, propagating its lessons and bearing 
its warnings; the wise IIloderation and the spirit 
of forbearance of the people, in even their exult 
ing hour of triumph, will be as beacon lights 
sbining out upon tbe troubled waters, transmit
ting for all tiIIle the transcendent fact that in the 
hour of supreme trial the best intelligence of the 
people is wiser than their rulers, better law
givers than their stRtesmen, and incomparably 
superior to their courts. 

The moment that President Grant officially 
spoke, the reconstruction constitution of 1868 was 
doomed. True, the people had moved almost in 
mass and without leader~hip in 1873, and had 
repealed Article VIII of the constitution, disfran
chising a large part of the intelligent tax-payers 
of the State. 

The constitutional convention of 187{, with 
the above facts fresh before it, met and promul
gated the present State constitution. G. D. Roy
ston was president, and T. VV.. Newton. secretary. 
The session lasted from July] -1- to October 31, 
187-1. From the hour of its adoption the clouds 
rolled away, and at once commenced the present 
unexampled prosperity of the StRte. Only here and 

there in Little Rock and other points in the State, t 
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may one see the mute but eloquent ll1ementOf, of 
the past, in the uilapidated buildings, confiscateu 
during the lifetilue of some former owner, may
hap, some Ollce eminent citizen, now in hi~ grave 
or self expatriated from a State which his life 
and genius had adorned and helped mak8 great. 
JVlunicipalities and even small remote districts are 
paying off the last of heavy debts of the" flush 
times. " Long suffering and mnch chastened State 
and people, forgetting the past, and full of hope for 
the future, are fitly bedecking (though among the 
youngest) the queenliest in the sisterho ,d of States. 

In this connection it will be of much intel'€~st to 
notice the names of those individuals, who, by 
reason of their association with various public 
affairs, have become well and favorably known 
throughout the State. The term of service of each 
incumbent of the respective offices has been pre
served and 18 here given. 'fhe following table 
includes the acting Territorial and State governors 
of Arkansas, with date of inauguration, party pol
itics, etc: 

E N. Conway.. 
E: N. Conway.. 
H.]I,1. Rector.... 
T. Fletcher...... 
H. Flannagin.. 
I Murphy....... 
P.ClayroQ........ 
O. A. Hadley ... 
E Baxter.. .... 
A: H. Garland. 
W. R. Miller.... 
W R. }fiIler.... 
T.-J. C'hurchill 
J. H. Berry...... 
B. T. Emory ... 
S. P. Hughes.. 
J. W. Stay tOll .. 
S. P. Hughes... 
D. E. Barker... 
J. P. Eagle...... 

., Special election. 
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--~-------- --,- 
March 3, 1819 
March 4, 1825 
March 9, 182:) 
March g, 18:35 

Septelllher 18, lS:j6 4 yrs. Dem.1,1O'lM 7,716 
Noveolher 4, 1~4fJ" yrs. Delli. 

Samuel Adams. Acting Apr. 29 to Nov.O, 18,*4 
T. S. Drew....... 1844 November 5, 1844 5 yrs. Dem. 1,731 P 17,887 
.T. Williamson .. Acting Apr. 9 to May 7, 184li 
R. C. Byrd....... Acting Jan. 11 to Apr. 19, 1b49 

J. S. Roane....... 1849 .\pril 19, 1849* Dem. 16:3 
 G,H09 
R. C. Byrd ...... Acting 1'149 
J. R. Hampton ActlIlg 1851 

1852 November 15, 1~.j2 4 yrs. Dem. 3,027 27,8~7 
1854 November 17, 185f) 4 yr~. Dem.12,3li.:l 42,fl()l 
186! November 1,), 18()O2 yrs. I. D. 2,461 61.198 

Acting Nov. 4 to Nov.1~, 1862 Con. (IlO re cord) 
IHj~ November 15,18623 yrs. ('(,n. 10,012 21i,2f)li 
1%1 April 18, ISG4 Fed. (no re rOld) 
1868 

Acting 
.Tuly2,ISGS-iyrs. 

January l~', 1871 2 yrs. 
Rep.(no1ecord 
Rep. (n(j r" cord) 

IH72 
1874 
1876 

January fl, IR73 2 yr~. 
NoveTllher 12, 1874:1 yrs. 

J anuar), 11, 18772 yl s. 

Rep. 2,941> 80,721 
Dem.76,45:, 
Oem. ::12,21;) 108,633 

1878 January Ii, 187~) 2 yl's. Dern.8H,730 
Hl80 .January 13, 1"<;1 ~ yrs. Delli. fi~,7Gl1l5,G19 
1882 January 1:3, IR~;l2 yl'~. Dem. 28,-181 147,169 

Acting Sep. 25 to f,ep. :~:), 18~:1 
1884 January II, 1(,8') 2 yrs. 45,23615G,310 

Acting
1886 ~ yrs. Dem. 17,411 16::l,ilR~) 

Acting
1b88 2 yrs. Dem 15,lJ06187,397 

ARKANSAS. 

The secretaries of Arkansas Territory have been: 
Robed CrittenJen, appointeJ March 3, 181U; 
William Fulton, appointed April 8, 1829; Lewis 
Randolph, appointeJ Fehruary 23, 1835. 

Secretaries of State: Robert A. Watkins, 
September 10, 1830, to NovembE"r 12, 18-10; D. 
B. Greer, November 12, 1S-10, to May U, 18-12; 
John ,Yinfrey, acting, ]Hay V, to August 9, 1842; 
D. B. Greer, August 1U, 1840, to September 3, 
1859 (died); Alexander Boileau, September 3, 1829, 
to January 21, 1800; S. 1\1. Weaver, January 21, 
1860, to March 20, 1800 ; John I. Stirman, March 
24, 1860, to November 13, 1802; O. H. Oates, 
November 13, 1862, to April 18, 1864; Robert J. 
T. 'White, Provisional, from January 2-:1:, to January 
6, 1873; J. M, Johnson, January 6, 1873, to No
vember 12, 1874,; B. B. Beavers, November 12, 
1874, to January 17, ]879; Jacob FroJich, January 
17,1879, to January, 1885; E. B. Moore, January, 
1885, to January, 1889; B. B. Chism (present in
cumbent). 

Tenitorial auditors of Arkansas: George W. 
Scott, August 5, 1819, to November 20, 1829; 
Richard O. Byrd, NovE'mber 20, 1829, to Novem
ber 5, 1831; Emzy 'Wilson, November 5, 1831, to 
November 12, 1833; ,Villiam Pelham, NovembE'l' 
12, 18B3, to July 25, 1835; Elias N. Oonway, 
July 25, 1835, to October 1, 1836. 

Auditors of State: Elias N. Conway, October 
1, 1836, to May 17, 18-:1:1; A. Boileau, May 17, 
1841, to July 5, 18-11 (acting); Elias N, Conway, 
July 5, 18..11, to J annary 3, 184,9; C. C. Danley, 
January 3, 1840, to September 16, 185-1 (resigned); 
W. R. Miller, September 16, 1854, to J annary 23, 
1853; A. S. Huey, J annary 23, 1855, to January 
23, 1857; 'Y. R. Miller, January 23, 1857, to March 
5, 1860; H. U. Lowe, March 5, 1860, to January 24, 
1801 (acting); 'Y. R. IVIiller, January 24, 18tH, to 
April 1S, 186-1; J. R. Berry, April 18, 1864, to Oc
tober 13, 1866; Stephen ,Yheeler, January 6, 1873, 
to November 12, 1b7-1; W. R. Miller, October 15, 
1860, to July 2, 1808; John Crawford, January 
11,1877, to January 17, 18S3; A. W, Files, Jan
uary, 1883, to J annary, 1887; 'Yilliam R. l\IillE'r 
(died in office), January, 1887, to November~ 1887; 
W. S. Dunlop. appointed November 30, 1887, to 
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James Miller ... App't'd 
George I.lard ... App't'd 
John Pope ...... App t'd 
Wm. Fulton .... App't'd 
J. S. Conway.... 1886 
Archibald Tell. 1840 
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January, 1889; W. S. Dunlop, January, 1889 
(present incumbent). 

Territorial treasurers : James Scull, August 1;), 
1819, to November 12, 1833; S. l\L Rutherford, 
November 12, 1833, to October 1, 1836. 

State treasurers: W. E. ,Voodruff, October 1, 
1836, to November 20, 1838; John Hutt, November 
20, 1838, to February 2, 1843; John C. Mal'tin, 
February 2, 1843, to January 4, 1845; Samuel 
Adams, January 4, 1845, to January 2, 1849; Will
iam Adams, J annary 2, 1849, to January 10, 1849; 
John H. Orease, January 10, J849, to January 26, 
1855; A. H. Rutherford, January 27, 1855, to Feb
ruary 2, 1857; J. H. Crease, February 2, 1857, to 
February 2, 1859 ; John Quindley, February 2, 1859, 
to December 13, 1860 (died); Jared C. Martin, 
December 13, 1860, to February 2, 1861; Oliver 
Basham, February 2, 1861, to April 18, 1864; E. 
D. Ayers, April 18, 1864, to October 15, 1866; L. 
B. Cunningham, October 15, 1866, to August 19, 
1867 (removed by military); Henry Page, August 
19, 1867 (military appointment), elected 18G8 to 
1874 (resigned); R. C. Newton, May 23, 1874, to 
November 12, 1874; T. J. Churchill, November 
12,1874, to January 12, 1881; VV. E. Woodruff, 
Jr., January 12, 1881, to January, 1891. 

Attorneys-general: Robert ,y. Johnson, 1843; 
George C. Watkins, October 1, 1848; J. J. Critten
den, February 7, 1851; Thomas Johnson, Septem
ber 8, 1856; J. L. Hollowell, September 8, 1858; 
P. Jordon, September 7, 18tH; Sam 'V. 'Villiams, 
1862; C. T. Jordan, 18G4; R. S. Gantt, January 
31,1865; R. H. Deadman, October 15, 1866; J. R. 
Montgomery, July 21, 1868; T. D. W. Yonley, Jan
uary 8, 1873; J. L. Witherspoon, May 22, 1874; 
Simon P. Hughes, November 12, 1873, to 1876; ",Y. 
F. Henderson, January 11, 1877, to 1881; C. B. 
Moore, January 12, 1881, to 1885; D. ,V. Jones, 
January, 1885, to 1889; ,V. E. Atkinson, January, 
1889 (present incumbent). 

Commissioners of immigration and of State 
lands: J. M. Lewis, July 2, 1868; ,V. H. Grey, 
October 15, 1872; J. N. Smithee, June 5, 1874. 

These officers were succeeded by the commis 
sioner of State lands, the first to occupy this positionj _being J. N. Smithee, from November 12, 1874, to 
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November 18, 1878; D. ,V. Lear, October 21,1878, 
to November, 1882; ,V. P. Campbell, Octobel' 30, 
1882, to March, 1884; P. J\i. Cobbs, March 31, 
1884, to October 30, 1890. 

Superintendents of public instruction: Thomas 
Smith, 18()8 to 1873; J. O. Corbin, July 6, 1873; 
G. 'Y. Hill, December 18, 1875, to October, 1878; 
J. L. Denton, October 13, 1875, to October 11, 
1882; Dunbar H. Pope, October 11 to 30, 1882; 
W. 	E. Thompson, October 20, 1882, to 1890. 

Of the present State officers and members of 
boards, the executive department is first worthy of 
attention. This is as follows: 

Governor, J. P. Eagle; secretary of State, B. 
B. Chism; treasurer, ,Yilliam E. \Voodruff, Jr.; 
attorney-general, W. E. Atkinson; commissioner 
of State lands, Paul ~1. Cobbs; superintendent 
public instruction, 'V. E. Thompson; State geolo
gist, John C. Brauner. 

Board of election canvassers: Gov J. P. Eagle, 
Sec. B. B. Chism. 

Board of commissioners of the common school 
fund: Gov. J. P. Eagle, Sec. B. B. Chism, Supt. 
W. 	E. Thompson. 

State debt board: Gov. J. P. Eagle; Aud. ,Yo 
S. 	Dunlop, and Sec. B. B. Chism. 

Penitentiary board-commissioners: The Gov
ernor; the attorney general, W. E. Atkinson, and 
the secretary of State. 

Lessee of penitentiary: The Arkansas Indus
trial Company. 

Printillg board: ffhe Governor, president; W. 
S. Dunlop, auditor, and 'Y. E. ,Voodruff, Jr., 
treasurer. 

Board of railroad commissioners (to assess and 
equalize the railroad property and valuation within 
the State): The Gov*9rnor, secretary of State and 
State auditor. 

Board of Trustees of Arkansas "Medical College: 
J. A. Dibrell, JH. D., \Y ilEam Thompson, 1\1. D., 
\Villiam Lawrence, In. D. 

The Arkansas State University, at Fayetteville, 
has as its board of trustees: 'Y. M. Fishback, Fort 
Smith; James 1\'fitchell, Little Rock; 'V. B. 
'Velch, Fayetteville; C. 1\1. Taylor, South Bend; 
B. F. Avery, Camden; J. 'Yo Kessee, Latour; Gov. t 
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Eagle, ex-officio; E. H. Murfree, president, A. I. 
U.; J. L. Cravens, secretary. 

Of the Pine Bluff Normal, the president is J. 
Corbin, Pine Bluff; the board is the same as that 
of the State University. 

Board of dental surgery: Dr. L. Augspath, 
Dr. H. C. Howard, Dr. M. C. 1\lar8ha11, Dr. L. G. 
Roberts, and Dr. N. N. Hayes. 

State board of health: Drs. A. L. Brey
sacher, J. A. Dibrell, P. Van Patten, Lorenzo R. 
Gibson, W. A. Cantrell, V. Brunson. 

Board of municipal corporations: Ex-officio
The Governor, secretary of State and State auditor. 

Board of education: The Governor, secretary 
of State and auditor. 

Board of review for donation contests: The 
Governor, auditor of State and attorney-general. 

Board of examiners of State script: The Gov
ernor, secretary of State and auditor. 

Reference to the presidential vote of Arkansas, 
from the year 1836 up to and including the elec
tion of 1888, will serve to show in a general way 
the political complexion of the State during that 
period. The elections have resulted as fo11ows:* 

1836-Van Buren (D), 2,400; Hanison (W), 
1,162; total 3,638. 

1840--Harrison (W), 5,160; Van Buren (D), 
6,049; Birney (A), 889; total 11,209. 

1844-Polk (D), 8,546; Clay (,Y), 5,;)04; 
total 15,050. 

1848 Taylor (W), 7,588; Cass (D), 9,300; 
total 16, '388. 

;f Scattering votes not given. 

---------------' ·tr 
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1852 Pierce (D), 12,170; Scott, 7,404; 
total 19,577. 

1856-Buchanan (D), 21,010; Fillmore, 10,787; 
total 32,697. 

1860 Douglas (D), 5,227; Breckenridge, 
28,532; Bell, 20,297. 

1864: No vote. 
1868 Grant (R), 22,112; Seymour, 19,078; 

total 41,190. 
1872 Grant (R), 4:1,377; Greeley, 37,927; 

total 79,300. 
1876--Tilden (D), 58,3GO; Hayes (R), 38,669; 

total 97,029. 
1880-Garfield (R), 42,435; Hancock (D), 

60,475; total, 107,290. 
1884: Cleveland (D), 72,927; Blaine, ;)0,893; 

total, 125,669. 
1888-Harrison (R), 58,752; Cleveland (D), 

88,962; Fisk, 593; total, 155,968. 
In accepting the vote of Arkansas, 1876, objec 

tion was made to counting itJ as follows: " First, 
because the official returns of the election in said 
State, made according to the laws of said State, 
show that the persons certified to the secretary 
of said State as elected, were not elected as 
electors for President of the United States at 
the election held November 5, 1876; and, sec 
ond, because the returns as l'ead by the tellers 
are not certified according to law. The objec
tion was sustained by the Senate but not sus
tained by the House of Representatives." 
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ADVANCE:)IENT OF THE STATE-MISCONCEPTIONS REMOVED-EFFECTS OF SLAVERY UPON AGRICULTURE


EXTRAOHDIN"\..RY Il\IPROVEl\IENT tlINCE THE ,VAR-J)IPOHTANT SU&GE~TIONS-CO;HPARATIYE 


ESTIMATE OF PIWDUCTS-GROWTH OF THE MANUFAOTURING INTERESTS

'WONDERFUL SHOWING OF ARKANSAS ITS DESIRABILITY AS A 


PLACE m~ RESIDENCE-STATE ELEVATIONS. 


Look forward what's to come, and back what's past; 
Thy life will be with praise and prudence graced; 
What loss or gain may follow thou may'st guess, 
Then wilt thou be secure of the success.-Denlwm. 

EFORE entering directly up
on the subject of the mate
rial life and growth of Ar kan
sas, it is necessary to clear 
away at the threshold some 
of the obstructions that have 
lain in its pathway. From 
the earliest settlement slav 
ery existed, and the nergo 
slave was brought with the 

first agricultural communities. Slave 
labor was profitable in but two things 

cotton and sugar. Arkansas was 
north of the sugar cane belt, but was a 
splendid field for cotton growing. Slave 
labor and white labor upon the farms 
were never congenial associates. These 
things fixed rigidly the one road in the 
agricultural progress of the State. 
,\Vhat was therefore the very richness 

of heaven's bountieR, became an incubus upon the 
general welfare. The fertile soil returned a rich 
reward even with the slovenly applied energies of 
the slaves. A man could pay perhaps $1,000 for 
a slave, and in the cotton field, but really nowhere 
else, the investment would yield an enormous profit. 

The loss in waste, or in directed labor, in work 
carelessly done, or the want of preparation, tools 
or machinery, or any manner of real thrift, gave 
little or no concern to the average agriculturist. 
For personal comfort and large returns upon invest
ments that required little or no personal attention, 
no section of the world ever surpassed the United 
States south of the 360 of north latitude. "\Vealth 
of individuals was rated therefore by the number 
of slaves one possessed. Twenty hands in the cot 
ton field, under even an indifferent overseer, with 
no watchful care of the master, none of that saving 
frugality in the farming so imperative elsewhere 
upon farms, returned every year an income which 
would enable the family to spend their lives hav 
eling and sight-seeing over the world. The rich 
soil required no care in its tilling from the owner. 
It is the first and strongest principle in human na
ture to seek its desires througb the least exertion. 
To raise cotton, ship to market and dispose of it, 
purchasing whatever was wanted, was the inevi 
table result of such conditions. This was by far the 
easiest mode. and hence manufactures, diversity of 
farming or farming pursuits, were not an impera
tive necessity-indeed, they were not felt to be ne 
cessities at all. The evil, the blight of slavel'y 
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upon the whites, was well understood by the intel 
ligence of the South, by even those who had learned 
to believe that white labor could not and never 
would be profitable in this latitnde; that-most 
strange! the white man who lab01'ed at manual 
labor, must be in the severe climate and upon the 
stubborn New England soil. It was simply effect 
following cause which made these people send off 
their children to school, and to buy their every want, 
both necessaries and luxuries importing hay, corn, 
oats, bacon, mules, horses and cattle even from 
Northern States, when every possible natural ad
vantage might be had in pl'oducing the same things 
at hO':1e. It was the easiest and cheapest way to do. 
In thE' matter of dollars and cents, the destroying 
of slavery was, to the farmers of the Upper Missis 
sippi Valley, a permanent loss. N ow the New South 
is beginning to senel the products of its farms and 
gardens even to Illinois. The war, the abolition 
of slavery, the return of the Confederates to their 
desolated homes, and their invincible courage in 
rolling up their sleeves and going to work, and the 
results of their labors seen all over the South, form 
one of the grandest displays of the development of 
the latent forces of the great American people 
that can be found in history. 

There is not a thing, not even ice, but that, in 
the new social order of Arkansas, it can produce 
for its own use quite as well as the most favored 
of Northern States. The one obstruction in the 
way of the completed triumph of the State is the 
lingering idea among farmers that for the work of 
raising cotton, black labor is better than white. 
This fallacy is a companion of the old notion that 
slavery was necessary to the South. Under proper 
auspices these two articles of Arkansas-cotton 
and lumber-alone may make of it the most pros
perous State in the Union; and the magician's 
wand to transform all this to gold is in securing the 
intelligent laborer of the North, far more than the 
Northern capital prayed for by so many. The North 
has its homeless millions, and the recent lessons 
in the opening of Oklahoma should be promptly 
appreciated by the people of this State. For the 
next decade to manufacture every pound of cotton 
raised in the State, as well as husbanding and man

ufacturing all the lumber from these grand old for
ests, is to solve the questions in the race of State 
prosperity and general wealth among the people. 
\Vhen free labor supplanted slave labor what a won
derful advance it gave the whole section; when in
telligent skilled labor supplants ignorance and un
skilled labor, what a transcendent golden epoch 
will dawn. There is plenty of capital to-day in the 
State, if it was only put in proper co operative 
form, to promote the establishment of manu 
factories that would liberally reward the stock
holders, and make them and Arkansas the richest 
people in the world. Such will attract hundreds of 
thousands of intelligent and capable wage workers 
from the North, from aU over the world, as well as 
the nimble witted farm labor in the gardens, the 
orchards, the fields and the cotton plantations. This 
will bring and add to the present profits on a bale 
of cotton, the far richer dividend on stocks in fac
tories, banks, railroads and all that golden stream 
which is so much of modern increase in wealth. 
The people of Arkansas may just as well have this 
incalculable abundance as to not have it, and at the 
same time pay enormous premiums to others to come 
and reap the golden harvests. Competent labor
ers-skilled wage workers, the brawn and brain 
of the land-are telling of their unrest in strikes, 
lockouts, combinations and counter combinations; 
in short, in the conflict of labor and capital, they 
are appealing strongly to be allowed to come to 
Al'kansas-not to enter the race against ignorant, 
incapable labor, but simply to find employment and 
homes, where in comfort and plenty they can rear 
thE'ir families, and while enriching themselves to 
return profits a thousand fold. Don't fret and 
mope away your lives looking and longing for capi
tal to enter and develop your boundless resources. 
Capital is a royal good thing, but remember it is 
even a better thing in your own pockets than in 
some other person·s. Open the way for proper, 
useful labor to come and find employment; each 
department, no matter how small or humble the 
beginning, once started will grow rapidly. and the 
problem will have been solved. Only by the North 

taking the raw product of the South and putting it t 
in the hands of skilled labor has their enorm~F 
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capital been secured. The profits on high priced 
labor will always far excel that on ignorant or cheap 
workmen. The time is now when this kind of 
labor and the small farmers and gardeners are 
awaiting a bidding to enter Arkansas. \Yhen the 
forlorn hope returned from the late war, they met 
the stern necessity, and demonstrated the fact that 
here, at least, the people can create their own capi
tal. Let them now anticipate the future by this 
heroic triumph of the past. The Gods help those 
only who help themselves. 

"The fault, dear Brutus, is not in our stars, 
but in our'Selves." 

To the Northern home seeker the thing of first 
importance is to tell of the temperate climate at all 
seasons, and its extraordinary healthfulness, cur
ing him of the false idea spread so wide that the 
topography of the State is seen from the decks 
of steamers, or on the lines of railroad which are 
built along the swamps and slashes, mostly on ac
count of the easy grades on these lines. Then show 
from the records the low rate of taxation and the 
provisions of the law by which high taxation is for 
ever prevented. From this preliminary may be 
unfolded to him some of the womlerful natural re 
sources which are awaiting development. Here 
both tongue and pen will fall far short of telling all 
or nearly all. In climate, health, soil, timber, 
minerals, coal, rocks, clays, marls, sand, navigable 
Rtreams, mineral and fresh waters, Arkansas may 
challenge any similar sized spot on the globe. It 
has more miles of navigable streams than any otheI' 
State in the Union, and these are so placed as to 
give the whole territory the advantages thereof, as 
though the engineers had IocatE"d them. It has 
unequaled waLeI' power the 1\Iammoth Spring 
alone furnishing enough 1\ ate I' power to propel all 
the machinery west of the Uibsissippi River. The 
topography of the State is one of its mObt inviting 
features. Its variety in this respect is only e{ll1aled 
by the diversity of its soils. The traveler who in 
approaching this section ~oIJcludes that it consists 
chiefly of swamp bottoms, and water covered 
slashes, may readily learn from the records that 

j three-quarters of the 8tate' 8 surface is uplands, 
rangiDg from the gentle swells of prairie and 

woodland to the grandly beautiful mountain scen
ery; and on the mountain benches, and at the base, 
are as rich and beautiful valleys as are kis::38d by the 
rays of the sun ill his season's round. Take the 
whole range of agricultural products of Ohio, Ind
iana, Illinois and Kansas, and all can be prodnced 
quite as well in Arkansas as in any of the5e States. 
In the face of this fact, for more than a genera· 
tion Arkallsas raised f>carcely any of the products 
of thesE' Northern communities, but imported such 
as it had to have. It could not spare its lands from 
tbe cultivation of the more profitable crops of 
cotton. In a word, the truth is the State was bUl
dened with natural wealth-this and slave labor 
having clogged the way and impeded its progress. 
""Yith less labor, more cotton per acre and per hand, 
on an average, has been produced in Arkansas than 
in any other Southern State, and its quality has been 
such as to win the prize wherever it has been en 
tered in competition. Its reputation as a fruit
growing State is not excelled. In the New Orleans 
Exposition, in Oalifornia, Ohio and everywhere en
tered, it has taken the premium over all competi 
tors. Its annual rainfall exceeds that of any South 
ern State, and it cannot, thererore, suffer seriously 
from drouths. There is not a spot upon the globe 
which, if isolated from all outside of its limits, 
could sustain in health and all the civilized comforts 
a population as large as might Arkansas. Fifty 
thousand people annually come hither and are 
cured, and yet a general nebulous idea prevails 
among many in the North that the health and cli
mate of the State are not good. The statistics of 
the United States JUediC'al Department show the 
mortality rate at Little nock to be less than at any 
other occupied military post in the country. There 
is malaria in portions of the State, but considering 
the vast bottom stretches of timber-land, and the 
newness of the country's settlement, it is a remark
able fact that there is less of this disease here 
than in Pennsylnmia; while all the severer diseases 
of the New England and Northern States, such as 
rheumatism, conoumption, catarrh and blood poi 
son, are always rplieved and generall,) cured in 
Arkansas; malignallt scarlet fever and diphtheria 
have never yet appeared. That dreadful decimator, t 
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yellow fever, has only visited the eastern portion of 
the State, but in every case it was brought from 
abroad, and has never prevailed in this locality as an 
epidemic. Therefore, the largest factories, schools 
and nniversities in the world should be here. The 
densest population, the busiest haunts of men, will 
inevitably come where their rewards will be great
est-the struggle for life less severe. Five hun
dred inhabitants to the square mile will not put to 
the full test the limitless resources of this wonder
ful commonwealth. Ten months of summer with
out one torrid day, with invariable cool and re
freshing nights, and two months only of winter, 
where a man can work out of doors every day in 
the year in comfort, with less cost in physician's 
bills, expense in food, clothing and housing, are 
some of the inducements the State offers to the 
poor man. There are millions of acres of fertile 
lands that are offered almost without money and 
without price; land nearly any acre of which is 
worth more intrinsically than any other similar 
sized bouy of land in the world. There are 
5,000,000 acres of government lands in the State, 
and 2,000, 000 acres of State lands. The rainfall in 
1886 was 46.33; average mean temperature, 58.7 ; 
higb est, 97.8°; lowest, above zero, 7.6 0 Of the• 

33,500,000 acres in the State there are soils richer 
and deeper than the Nile; others that excel the 
alluvial corn belt of the Northern States; others 
that may successfully compete with the noted Cuba 
or James River, Virginia, tobacco red soil districts, 
or the most noted. vineyards of France or Italy. 
Here is the land of wine and silk, where side by side 
will grow the corn and the fig the land overhung 
with the soft, blue skies, and decked. with flowers, 
the air lad.en with the rich perfumes of the magno 
lias, on the topmost pinnacle of whose branches the 
Southern mocking-bird by day and by night swells 
its throat with song-

U Wllere all, save tile spirit of man, is divine." 

The artificial and local causes which havE' ob
structed the State's prosperity are now forever 
gone. There is yet the unsolved problem of the 
political negro, but this is in Illinois, Kansas and 

~~:o, exactly as it is in Arkansas. It is only tho 
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common problem to the Anglo-Saxon of the United 
States, which, in the future as in the past, after 
many mistakes and even great wrongs, he will for 
ever settle and for the best. Throw politics to the 
winds; only remember to profit by the mistakes of 
the North in inviting immigration, and thereby 
avoid the ominous presence of anarchism, socialism, 
and those conditions of social life latent in "the 
conflict of labor and capitaL" These are some of 
the portentous problems now confronting the older 
States that are absent from Arkansas; they should 
be kept away, by the knowledge that such ugly 
conditions are the fanged whelps of the great 
brood of American demagogues-overdoses of 
politics, washed down by too much universal vot 
ing. It is of infinitely more importance to guard 
tax-receipts than the ballot boxes. 1,Vhen vice and 
ignorance vote their own destruction, there need be 
no Olle to compassionate their miseries, but always 
where taxes run high, people's liberties run low. 
The best government governs the least-the freest 
government taxes the least. 

Offer premiums to the immigration of we11
informed, expert labor, and small farmers, dairy
men, gardeners and horticulturists and small trad 
ers. Let the 7,000,000 acres of goyernment and 
State lanJs be given in forty acre tracts to the 
heads of families, who will come and occupy them. 
Instead of millions of dollars in donations to great 
corporations and capitalists, give to that class which 
will create capital, develop the State. and enrich 
all the people. Railroads and capitalists will fol
low these as water runs down the hill. Arkansas 
needs railroads-ten thousand miles yet-it needs 
great factories, great cities, nniyersities of learn
ing and, forsooth, millionaires. But its first and 
greatest needs are small farmers. practical toil
ers, skilled mechanics, ancl scattered all over the 
State beginnings in each of the val'ions manufac
tures; the beginnings, in short, of that auspicious 
hour when it ceases to ship any of its raw mate
rials. It is a law of life, that, in a society where 
there are few millionaires, there are few panpers. 
'Yhere the capital of a conntry is gathered in vast 

aggregations in the possession of a few, there the t 
children cry for bread the poor constantly in

~F 
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crease, wages fall, employment too often fails, and 
the hoarse mutterings of parading mobs and bread 
riots take the places of the laughter and the songs 
of the laborers to and from the shops and the 
fields. 

The following from the government official re
ports of the growth and value of the manufactures 
of the State is to be understood as reaching only 
to 1880, when it had but commenced to emerge 
from the old into the new life: 

.; 
~ 
8 
 3
Year. Q) 

~ 's.. ~ 

til 

oj:0 ~Q 
~ 
~ 

1850......... 261 $ 305,045 812 

1860......... 518 1,3]6,610 1,8:)1 

1870 ......... I,07D 1,78~,913 3,077 

1880........ 1,202 2,953,130 4,307 


.; 

'Ii 
<Il ..; ~ 

<Il 
~ btl ~ ~ 

::s! «S
S ; ~ OIl,... :i5 

Q d 
P

30 ...... $1-:iO,876:]; 215,7SS 

46 ...... 554,240 1,280.503 

47 82 673,%3 2,506,998 

90 160 925,358 4,392,08D 


UJ 

<.> 
.g 
e 

P-. 
<Il 
:0 

o:; 
I> 

~ 5J7,S08 
2,8ll-O,ii78 
4,629.234 
6,756,159 

Ideas of values are most easily reached by com
parisons. The following figures, taken from offi 
cial government reports, explain themselves: 

Arkansas ..................... 

Nebraska..................... 

Iowa.................. ......... 

Ransa:,... ..................... 

Minnesota...... ............. 


Value of 

Farms. 


S 74,249,655 
10:),932,541 
507,430,227 
235,178,631 

Machinery Live Stock. Products. 

5 4,fl37,497 'B 20,472,425 S43,79G,26~ 
7,83 ,915 :,:3,440,205 31,708,m4 

29,371,8'-,4 124,715,103 36,103,073 
9,734,634 60,907,149 ,,)2,240,561 

193,724,260 13)089,78~ 31,904,821 49,468,967 

The products are the profits on the capital in 
vested. Words can add nothing to these figures 
in demonstrating the 8upE'riority of Arkansas as 
an agricultural State, except the explanation that 
Southern farming is yet more or less carried on 
under the baneful influences of the days of slavery, 
unintentional indifference and the absence of 
watchful attention by the proprietor. 

j 

Cotton grows finely in all parts of this com
monwealth and heretofore in two-thirds of its terri 
tory it has been the main crop. In the fertile 
bottoms the product per acre has reached as high 
as 2,000 pounds of seed cotton, while on the 
uplands it runs D.'om 600 to 1,000 pounds. The 
census of 1880 shows that Arkansas produces more 
cotton per acre, and at less expensE', than any of 
the so-called cotton States, In 1880 the yield 
was 808,258 bales, grown on 1,0-12; 9,0 acres. That 

1~ 

year Georgia raised 814,441 bales, on 2,817,138 

acres. The estimated cost pel' acre of raising cot

ton is $6. It will thus be seen that it cost 

$9,444,972 in Georgia to raise 256, 185 more bales 

of cotton than Arkansas had grown-much more 

than double the land to produce less than one

fourth more cotton. Less than one twentieth of 

the cotton land of the latter St,ate has been brought 

under cultivation. 


The superiority of cotton here is attested by 
the fact that the greatest cotton thread manufact. 
urers in the world prefer the Arkansas cotton to 
any other in the market. The product has for 
years cal'l'ied off the first prizes over the world's 
competition. 

The extra census bulletin, 1880, gives the yield 
of corD, oats and wheat products in Arkansas for 
that year as follows: Oorn, 24,156,517 bushels; 
oats, 2,219,824 bushels; wheat, 1,269,730 bushels. 
Remembering that this is considered almost ex
elusively a cotton State, thl?se figures of the cereals 
will be a genuine surprise. More wheat is grown 
by 40,000 bushels and nearly three times as much 
corn as were raised in all New England, according 
to the official figures for that year. 

From the United States agricultural reports are 
obtained these interesting statistics concerning the 
money value of farm crops per acre: 

Illinois. .. . ...... . 

Indiana ........ '" 

Ohio ............. . 

Kansas .. , ........ . 

Virginia .......... . 

Tennessee ........ . 

Arkansas........ . 


The following 

Corn. Rye. Oats. Potatoes. Hay. 

$ 6 7"i $ 6 64 $ 6 -in $30 32 $ 7 6G 

8 86 7 30 5 92 30 08 7 66 


11 52 9 08 7 90 34 48 9 85 

6 44 5 98 6 12 37 40 5 89 

7 52 5 16 Pi 34 43 00 17 30 

7 91 7 32 5 73 28 08 l-± 95 


11 51 9 51 11 07 78 65 22 84 


is the average cash value per 
acre on all crops taken together: 

Maine .............. $1:3 51 

New Hampshire .... 
Vermont ... " ...... 
Massachu:-,etts... . .. 
Rhocle Island.. . . . .. 
Connecticut. " ..... 
New York... ..... 
New Jersey ........ 
Pennsylvanin. ... ,.. 
Delaware. . . . . .. . .. 
l\Iarylanu ...... , ... 
Virginia............ 

13 56 

11 60 

26 71 

2\) 32 

16 1::-2 

14 1,) 

IS 0,) 

17 6'3 

1:) 80 

17 82 

10 91 


Xorth Carolina...... $10 79 

Routh ('molina... , . 
Georgw ..... '" .. '" 
Florilin. . . ...... . . ... 
Alabama .......... " 
Mis:-.isc;ippi ..... '" .. 
Lonisian'l ... '" ..... 
Arkansas ........ '" 
TenllE's'>ee.... " '" .. 
\Y pst Vh·zinia...... 
Kenlurky ........ ,.
Ohio. . . .. ........ 


10 09 

10 33 


8 5~ 

13 4U 

14 76 

22 40 

20 40 

12 39 

1:? 74 

13 5B tl::'
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Michigan ........... $Hl 96 Kansas ............. $ 9 11 

Indiana, . .. ....... 14 66 N ehraska ........ '" b GO 

Illinois, . . .. ........ 12 47 Calltol'llia .......... 17 18 

'Yisconsin. . . .. . . ... 13 HO Oregon ............. 17 11 

Minnesota. " ...... _ 10 29 ::fevada, Colorado and 

Iowa ,............. 8 88 the Territories ... , Hi 13 

~Iif,souri ............ 10 78 Texas...... _. . . . . . .. 14 69 


The advance of horticulture in the past decade 
in the State has been extraonlinary. Twenty years 
ago its orchard products amounted to very little. 
By the censns reports of 1850. the total yield of 
fruit was :BSG7,-t2G. This was $100,000 more than 
the yield of Florida, with all the latter's immense 
orange groves. As universally as has the State 
been misunderstood, it is probably in reference 
to its fruits and berries that the greatest errors 
have long existed. If one visits the apple and 
peach regions of the North, it is found to be the gen 
eral belief that Arkansas is too far south to pro
duce either, whereas the truth is that, especially 
in apples, it has no equal either in the United 
States or in the world. This fact was first brought 
to public attention at the "\Vorld's Fair, at New 
Orleans, 1884:-85, where the Arkansas exhibit was 
by far the finest ever made, and the State was 
awarded the first premium, receiving the 'Vorld's 
medal and a special notice by the awarding com
mittee. Thus encouraged, the State was repre 
sented at the meeting of the American Pomological 
Society, in Boston, in September, 1887. Sixty
eight varieties of Arkansas seedling apples were in 
the exhibit, to contend with all the champion fruit 
growers of the globe. The State won the ",Yilder 
medal, which is only given by reason' of extraor 
dinary merit, and in addition to this was awarded 
the first premium for the largest and best collection 
of apples, consisting of 128 varieties. 

j 

The collection which won the Boston prizes was 
then shipped to Little Rock, and after being on 
exhibition there twenty days, was re-packed and 
shipped to the National Horticultural meeting in 
California, which met at Riverside, February 7, 
1888. Arkansas again won the first prize, invad 
ing the very home of Pomona, and bearing off the 
first honors as it hau in eastern and northern sec
tions of the UIlion. The" Arkansas Shannon" 
is prononncpd by competent judges to be the finest 
apple now grown anywhere. ' 

Strawberries are another late discovery of the 
resources of Arkansas. The yield and. quality are 
very superior. So rapidly has the industry grown 
that, during the fruit season, the Iron Mountain 
roau runs a special daily fruit train, leaving Little 
Rock late in the afternoon anu reaching St. Louis 
early thp next morning. This luscious product, of 
remarkable size, ripens about the first of April. 

Of all cultivated fruit the grape has held its 
place in poetry and song, in sacred and profane 
history, as the first. It finds in Arkansas the same 
conditions and climate of its native countries, 
between Persia and India. The fruit and its wine 
produced hme are said by native and foreign 
experts to equal, if not snrpass, the most famous of 
Italy or France. The vines are always healthy 
and the fruit perfect. The wild mUSCA-uine and 
scuppernong grow vines measuring thirty-eight 
and one-half mches around, lllany varieties fruit 
ing here to perfection that are not on the open air 
lists at all further north. 

The nativity of the peach is the same as that 
of the grape, and it, too, therefore, takes as kindly 
to the soil here as does the vine. Such a thing as 
budded peach tl'ees are of very recent date, and as 
a consequence the surprises of the orchardists in re 
speet to this fruit are many. Some of the varieties 
ripen in :1\lay, and so far every kind of budded 
peaches brought from the North j both the tree and 
the fruit, have improved by the transplanting. 
The vigor of thf' trees Reems to baffle the borers, 
and no curled leaves have yet been noticed. In 
quality and quantity the product is most encourag 
ing, and the next few years will see a marked 
advance in this industry. 

For fifty years after the settlement of the State 
peach seedlings were grown, and from these, as in 
the case of the apple, new and superior varieties 
have been started, noted for size, flavor, abundance 
and never failing crops. 

The Chickasaw plum is so far the most suc
cessfully grown, and is the best. It is a perfected 
fruit easily cultivated, and is free from the curculio, 
while the trees are healthy and vigorous beyond 
other localities. 

In vegetables and fruits, except the trcpical t. 
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plants, Arkansas is the banner State. In the fruit 
and vegetable kingdom there is found in luxuriant 
growth everything in the long list from corn to the 
fig. 

The yield and quality of Arkansas tobacco is 
remarkable when it is remembered that this indus
try has received so little attention. Thirty} ears 
ago State Geologist Owen informed the people 
that he found here the same, if not better, tobacco 
Boil, than the most favored districts of Cuba. Thp 
yield of tobacco, in 1880, was 970,230 pounds. 
Yet so little attention or experiment has been given 
the subject that an experimental knowledge of the 
State's resources in this respect cannot be claimed. 
to have been gained. 

In 1880 the State produced: Barley, 1,952 
bushels ; buckwheat, 548 bushels; rye, 22,387 
bushels; hay, 23,295 tons; Irish potatoes, 492,627 
bushels; sweet potatoes, 881,260 bushels. 

From the census reports of the Bame year are 
gleaned the following: Horses, total, 146,333 ; 
mules and asses, 87,082; working oxen, 25,44:4; 
milch cows, 24:9,4:07; other cattle. 4:33,392; sheep, 
246,757; swine, 1,565,098; wool, G37, 368 pounds; 
milk, 316,858 gallons; butter, 7,790,013 pounds; 
cheese, 26,310 pounds. All parts of the State are 
finely adapted to stock-raising. The excellence 
and abundance of pure water, the heavy growth of 
blue grass, the cane brakes and abundant mast, 
sustain the animals during most of the winter 
in marketable condition. In respect to all domes
tic animals here are presented the same conditions 
as in nearly every line of agl'icultul'e-cheapness 
of growth and excellence of quality. 

The improvement in cattle has been retarded 
by the now conceded fact that the" Texas fever" 
is asserted by some to be seated in the State. 
This affects Northern cattle when imported, while 
it has no effect on native animals. Except for this 
unfortunate reality there would be but little time 
lost ill developing here the great dairy industry of 
the country. But good graded cattle are !lOW 

being raised in every portion, and so rich is the 
locality in this regard that in stock) as in its fruits, 
care and attention will product> new varieties of 
unrivaled excellence. Arkansas is the natural home 
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and breeding ground of animals, all growing to 
great perf0ction, with less care and the leat>t cost. 

Taxes here a1'0 not high. The total taxation in 
Illinois in ]H80, assessed on real and personal 
property, as per census reports, for State, county 
and all civil divisions less than counties, was 
$2-1, 58(),018; the same year in Arkansas the total 
tax was $1,839,090. Farm lands are decreasing 
in value in Illinois nearly as fast as they are in 
creasing in Arkansas. The total taxation in the 
United States in IS80 was the enormous sum of 
$312,730,721. NorthE'rn cities are growing, while 
their rural population is lessening. The reverse 
of this is the best for a State. The sourf'e of rnin 
to past nations and civilizations has all arisen 
from an abuse of the taxing powers. Excessive 
taxation can only end in general ruin, This 
simple but great lesson should be instilled into the 
minds of all youths, crystallized into the briefest 
maxim, and written over every threshold in the 
land; hung in the porches of every institution of 
learning; imprinted upon every plow handle and 
emblazoned on the trees and jutting rocks. The 
State that has taxed its people to build a 825, 
000,000 State house, has given deep shame to the 
intelligence of this age. Taxes are the insidious 
destroyer of nations and all liberty, and it is only 
those freemen who jealously guard against this 
evil who will for any length of time maintain their 
independence, equality or manhood. 

The grade profile of the l\Iemphis Route shows 
the elevations of the various cities and towns 
along that line to be as follows in feet, the datum 
plane being tide water of the Gulf of :lUexico: 
Kansas City, 765; Rosedale, 825; l\Ierriam, 900; 
Lenexa, 1,04:0; Olathe, 1,000; Bonita, 1,125; 
Ocheltree, 1,080; Spring Hill, 1,020; Hillsdale, 
uno; Paola, 8GO; Penuleton, 835; Fontana, 023; 
La Cygne, 8-10; Barnard. 810; Pleasanton, 8G5; 
Miami, 910; Prescott, 880; Fulton, 820; Ham 
mond, 873; Fort Scott, 8GO; Clarksburg, ",S3; 
Garland, 863; all in Kansas; Arcadia, 820; 
Liberal, 81G; Iantha, 9nO; Lamar, 1,000: Keno 
rna, U80; Golden City, 1,025; Lockwood, 1,OG5; 
South Greenfield, 1.04:0; Everton, 1,OOO~ Ash 

Grove, 1,020; Bois d'Arc, 1,250; Campbells, 1'2~~~ 
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Nichols Junction, 1,280; Springfield, 1,300; rrur 
ner, 1,210; Rogersville, 1,475; Fordland, 1,600; 
Seymour, 1,680; Cedar Gap, 1,685; Mansfield, 
1,520; Norwood, 1,510; Mountain Grove, 1,525; 
Cabool, 1,250; Sterling, 1,560; 'Willow Springs, 
1,400; Burnham, 1,360; Olden, 1,280; ,Vest 
Plains, 950; Brandsville, 1,000; Koshkonong, 970; 
Thayer, last point in Missouri, 575; :l\1ammoth 

~= ~««())),~-~ 

POLITICS-bIPORTANCE OF THE SUBJECT-THE Two OLD SCHOOLS OF POLITICIANS-TRIUMPH OF THE 


JACK'30NIANs-EARLY PROMINENT STATE POLITICIANs-TIlE GREAT QUESTION OF SE(,ES'3ION 


-THE STATE VOTES TO JOIN THE CONFEDERACy-HoRnOR OF THE 'YAR PERIOD

THE RECONSTRUCTION DISTRESS-THE BAXTER-BROOKS EIIlDIWGLIO. 


In knots they stand, or in a rank 'they walk, 

Serious in aspect, earnest in their talk; 

Factious, and favouring this or t'other side, 

As their weak ftmcy or strong reason guide.-Dryden. 


N one sense there is no 
portion of the history of 

t:"'SJI~! 

"'v~\f1)~~ tics of those 
affairs 
the State councils. 

Immediately 

dent of 

1~jf.~~I~~ Arkansas more instructive 
than its political history, 
because in this is the key 
to the character of many 
of its institutions, aR well 

as strong indications of the trend of 
the public mind, and the characteris 

men who shaped public 
and controlled very largely in 

upon the formation 
of the Territorial government, the Presi

the United States sent to AI' 
kansas Post Gov. James J\Iiller, Robert 
Crittenden, secretary, and O. Jouett, 

Robert P. Letcher and Andrew Scott, judges, to 
organize the new Territorial government. Gov. 
Miller, it seemB, gave little attention to his office, 

r 

Spring, Ark., 4,55; Afton, 410; Hardy, 370; Willi 
ford, 330; Ravenden, 310; Imboden, 300; Black 
Rock, 290; Portia, 285; Hoxie, 295; Sedgwick, 
270; Bonnerville, 320; Jonesboro, 273; Nettleton, 
250; Big Bay Siding, 250; Hatchie Coon, 250; 
Marked Tree, 250; Tyronza, 240; Gilmore, 225; 
Clarketon, 24,0; Marion, 235 ; West Memphis, 200; 
J\1emphis, 280. 

and therefore in all the early steps or formation 
Orittenden was the acting governor; and from the 
force of character he possessed, and his superior 
strength of mind, it is fail' to conclude that he 
dominated almost at will the early public affairs 
of Arkanst1s. 

This was at the time of the beginning of the 
political rivalry between Olay and Jackson, two of 
the most remarkable types of great political lead
ers this country has produced-Henry Olay, the 
superb; "Old Hickory," the man of iron i the one 
as polished a gem as f'ver glittered in the political 
heavens-the other the great diamond in the 
rough, who was of the people, and who drew his 
followers with bands of steeL These opposites 
were destined to clash. It is well for the country 
that they did. 

Robert Orittenden was a brother of John J. 
Crittenden, of Kentucky, and by some who knew 
him long and well he was deemed not only his t , ~F 
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brother's peer, but in many respects his intellect
ual superior. It goes without the saying, he was a 
born ·Whig, who, in Kentucky's super loyal fash
ion, had Clay for bis idol, and, to put it mildly, 
Jackson to dislike. 

President 1\:1onroe had appointed the first Terri
torial officers, but the fact that Crittenuen was 
secl'etary is evidence that politics then were not 
l'unning very high. Monroe was succeeded in 
1824 by John Quincy Adams. It would seem that 
in the early days in Arkansas, the l,Vhigs stood 
upon the vantage grounds in many important 
respects. By the tirr.e Adams was inaugurated 
the wal' political to the death between Clay and 
Jackson had begun. But no man looked more care
fully after his own interests than Jackson. He 
had large property possessions just across the line 
in Tennessee, besides property in Al'kansas. He 
induced, from his ranks in his own State, some 
young men of promise to come to Arkansas. The 
prize now was whether this sbould be a Whig 
or Democratic State. President Adams turned 
out Democratic officials and put in l,Yhigs, and 
Robert Crittenden for a long time seemed to hold 
the State in hiB hand. Jackson' Bsuperiority as a 
leader over Clay is manifested in the struggles 
between the two in Arkansas. Clay's followers 
here were men after his fashion, as were Jackson's 
men after his mold. Taking Robert Crittenden 
as the best type, he was but little inferior to Clay 
himself in his magnetic oratory and purity of prin
ciples and public life; while Jackson sent here 
the Seviers, Conways and Rectors, men of the 
people, but of matchless resolution and personal 
force of character. No two great commanders 
ever had more faithful or able lieutenants than 
were the respective champions of Old Hickory 
and Harry of the ,Vest, in the formative clays of 
the State of Arkansas. The results were, like 
those thoughout the Union, that Jackson triumphetl 
in the hard strife, and Arkansas entered the Union. 
by virtue of a bill introduced by .rames Buchanan. 
as a Jackson State, and has never wavered in its 
political integrity. 

tests 
As an evidence of the similarity of the con

and respective leaders of the two parties 
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here to those throughout the country, it is only 
necessary to point out that Crittenden drew tb 

his following such men as Albert Pike, a genius 
of the loftiest and most versatile gifts the country 
has so far produced, while Jackson, ever supplying 
reinforcements to his captains, sent among others, 
as secretary of the Territory, Lewis Randolph, 
grandson of Thomas Jefferson, and whose wife 
was pretty Betty Madin, of the l,Vhite House, a 
niece of Jackson's. Randolph settlE'd in Hemp
stead County when it was an unbroken wilder 
ness, and his remains are now resting therA in an 
unknown grave. 

Clay, it seems, couJd dispatch but little addi
tional force to his followers, even when he saw they 
were the hardest pressed by the triumphant enemy. 
There was not much by which one could draw 
comparisons between Clay and Jackson-unless 
it was their radical difference. As a great ora 
tor, Clay has never been excelled, and he lived in 
a clay when the open sesame to the world's de 
lights lay in the silver tongue; but Jackson was 
a hero, a great one, who inspired other boru 
heroes to follow him even to the death. 

Arkansas was thus started permanently along 
the road of triumphant democracy, from which 
it never would have varied, except for the war 
times that brought to the whole country such con
fusion and political chaos. Being a Jackson 
State, dominated by the blood of the first governor 
of Tennessee Gen. John Sevier, a man little in
ferior to Jackson himself-it was only the most 
cruel circumstance that could force the State into 
seceSSIOn. ,Yhen the convention met on the 4th 
of March, 1861, "on the state of the Union," its 
voice was practically unanimous for the Union, 
and that body passed a series of as loyal I'esolu
tions as were eveI' penned, then adjourning to 
llleet again in the May following. 1'he conven
tion met 1\lay 6, but the war was upon the coun
try, and most of the Gulf States had seceded. 
Everyone knew that war was inevitable; it was 
already going on. but very few realized its immen
sity. The convention did not rush hastily into 
seceSSIOn. An ordinance of secession was intro 
duced, and for days, and into the nights, rUll

., 
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ning into the small bours, the matter was delib
erated upon-no preliminary test vote was forced 
to au issue. Delegates were present in anxious 
attendance from the Carolinas, Alabama and 
Georgia. They knew that the fate of their action 
largely depended upon the attitude of Arkansas. 
If Arkansas voted no, then the whole secession 
movement would receive a severe blow. The after
noon before the final vote, which was to take place 
in the evening, these commissioners from other 
States had made up their minds that AI'kansas 
might possibly vote down secession. When the con
vention adjourned for supper, they held a hurried 
consultation, and freely expressed their anxiety 
at the outlook. It was understood that the dis
cussion was closed, and the night session was 
wholly for the purpose of taking a vote. All was 
uncertainty and intense excitement. Expressions 
of deepest attachment to the Union and the old 
flag were heard. The most fiery and vehement 
of the secessionists in the body were cautious and 
deliberative. There was but little even of vehe
ment detestation of the abolitionists a thing as 
natural then for a Southern man to despise as 
hatred is natural to a heated brain. 

At a late hour in the evening, amid the most 
solemn silence of the crowded hall, an informal 
vote was taken. All except six members voted to 
secede. A suppressed applause followed tht> 
announcement of the vote. A hurried, whispered 
conference went on, and the effort was made to 
have the result unanimous. Now came the final 
vote. When the name of Isaac Murphy, afterward 
the military governor, was reached, it was passed 
and the roll call continued. It was so far unani
mous, with Mr. Murphy's name still to raIL The 
clerk called it. lUI'. Murphy arose and in an 
earnest and impressive manner in a few words ex
plained the dilemma he was in, but said, "I cannot 
violate my honest convictions of duty. I vote 

'No.' " 
When the day of reconstruction began, at first 

it was under the supervision of the military, and 
it is yet the greatest pity that Congress did not let 
the military alone to rehabilitate the States they bad 
conquered. Isaac Murphy was made governor. 

No truer Union man lived than he. He knew the 
people, and his two years of government were 
fast cnring the wounds of war. But he was 
turn8d out of office. 

The right to vote compels, if it is to be other 
than an evil, some correct and intelligent under
standing of the form of government prevailing in 
the United States, and of the elementary prin 
ciples of political economy. The ability to read 
and write, own property, go to Congress or edit a 
political paper, has nothing to do with it, no more 
than the color of the skin, eyes or hair of the voter. 
The act of voting itself is the sovereign act in the 
economic affairs of the State; but if the govern
ment under its existing form is to endure, the 
average voter must understand and appreciate the 
fundamental principles which, in the providence 
of God, have made the United States the admira
tion of the world. 

Arkansas, the Democratic State, was in political 
disquiet from 18tH to 1874-the beginning of the 
war and the end of reconstruction. ,y hen in the 
hands of Congress it was returned at every regular 
election as a Republican party State. The brief 
story of the polit.ical 1\108es who led it out of the 
wilderness is of itself a strange and interesting 
commentary on self-government. 

When the war came there lived in Batesville 
Elisha Baxter, a young lawyer who had been 
breasting only financial misfortunes all his life. 
Utterly failing as a farmer and mel'chant, he had 
been driven to study law and enter the practice 
to make a living. An honest, kind-hearted, good 
man, loving his neighbor as himself, but a patriot 
every inch of him, and loving the Union above all 
else, his heart was deeply grieved when he saw 
his auopted State had declared for secession. He 
could not be a disunionist, no more than he could 
turn upon his neighbors, friends and fellow-citi 
zeus of Arkansas. He determined to wash his 
hands of it all awl remain quietly at home. Like 
all others he knew nothing of civil war. His 
neighbors soon drove him frOID his home and 
family, and, to save his life, he went to the North
ern army, then in Southern Missouri. He was 

wolcomed and offered a commission in the Fed~~ 
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army and an opportunity to retnrn to his State. 
Re declined the offer; he could not turn and shed 
the blood of his old neighbors and fonner friends. 
In the vicissitudes of war this non combatant was 
captured by an Arkansas command, paroled and 
ordered to report to the military authorities at Lit 
tIe Rock He made his way thither, and was 
thrown into a military prison and promptly indicted 
for high treason. Then only he began to under 
stand the temper of the times, for the chances of 
his being hanged were probably as a thousand to 
one to acquittal. In this extremity he broke jail 
and fled. He again reached the Northern army 
in which he accepted a commisaion, and l'etnrned 
to his old home in Batesville, remaining in mili
tary command of the place. He was actively 
engaged in recruiting the Union men of Northern 
Arkansas and forming them into regiments. It 
goes without saying that Baxter never raised a 
hand to strike back at thosE' who had so deeply 
wronged him, when their positions were reversed 
and he had the power in his hands. 

At the fall election, 1871, Baxter was the regu 
lar R61publican candidate for governor, and J oserh 
Brooks was the Independent Republican nom 
inee. The Republican party was divided and each 

ARKANSAS. 

bid for the Democratic vote by promises to the 
ex Confederates, Brooks may have been elected, 
but was counted out. Baxter was duly inaugu 
rated. 'Yhen he had. served a year the politicians, 
it is supposed, who 'Jontrolled Arkansas, finding 
they could not use Baxter, or in other words that 
they had counted in the wrong man1 boldly pro
ceeded to undo their own acts, dethrone Baxter and 
put Brooks in the chair of State. An account of 
the Baxter-Brooks war is given in another chapter. 

Thus was this man the victim of political cir
cumstances; a patriot, loving his countl'y and his 
neighbors, he was driven from horne and State; a 
non combatant, he was arrested by his own friends 
as a traitor and the hangman's halter dangled in 
his face; breaking prison and stealing away like a 
skulking convict, to return as ruler and mAster by 
the omnipotent power of the bayonet; a non~party 
man, compelled to be a Republican in politics, and 
finally. as a Republican, fated to lead the Demo 
cratic party to success and power. 

The invincible Jacksonian dynasty, built up in 
Arkansas, with all else of public institutions went 
down in the sweep of civil war. It has not been 
revived as a political institution. But the Demo
cratic party dominates the State as of old. 



HISTORY OF ARKA~SAS . 

ET societies are a form of 
social life and expression which, 

which loves to lean 
upon others for aid, even in the social scale, finds 
its expression in some of the many forms of 
societies, clubs, organizations or institutions that 

in some mode of existence, 
antedate even authentic his-
tory. Originally a IDanner 
of securing defense from the 
common enemies of tribes 

peoples, they have developed 
social and eleemosynary insti 

tutions as advances in civilization 
have been made. At first they 
were but a severe neceRsit}, and as 
that time slowly passed away, they 
became a luxury and a pleasure, 
having peculiar and strong attrac
tion to nearly all men. That part of 
one's natu're 

now pervade nearly all the walks of life. In every 
day existence, in business, church, stqte, politics 
and pleasure, are societies and organizations every 

~.-:re_for the purposes of gain, charity and 

. :>+<. 

SOCIETIES, STATE INSTITUTIONS, ETC.-THE Ku KLUX KLAN-INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS

ANCIE~T, FREE AND ACCEPTED :MASONS GRAND AR~IY OF THE TIEPUDLIC BUREAU OF J\IINES

ARKANSAS AGRICULTURAL ASSOCIATIONS-STATE HORTICULTURA~L SOCIETy-THE ",YHEEL 

-THE t)TATE CAPITAL-THE CAPITOL BUILDI~G-S'l'ATE LIBRARIES-STATE 

MEDICAL SOCIETY STATE BOATID OF HEALTH-DEAF MUTE INSTITUTE 

-t)CHOOL FOR THE BLIND-ARKANSAS LUNATIC ASYLU:~I-AR-

KANSAS INDUSTRIAL UNIYERSITy-THE STATE DEBT. 

Heaven forming each on other to depend, 

A master, or a servant, or a frienel, 

Bids each on other for assistance call, 

Till one man's weakness grows the strength of all.-Pope. 


comfol't~indeed, for the sole purpose of finding 
something to do, would be the acknowledgment of 
many a society motto. The causes are as diversi
fied as the bodies, secret and otherwise, are 
numerous. 

The South furnishes a most remarkable instance 
of the charm there is in mystery to all men, in the 
rise and spread of the Ku Klux Klan, a few years 
ago. Three or four young men, in Columbia, 
Tenn., spending a social evening together, con
cluded to organize a winter's literary society. All 
had just returned from the war, ill which they had 
fought for the i'lost cause," and found time 
hanging dull upon them. Each eagerly caught at 
the idea of a society, and soon they were in the 
intricacies of the details. Together, from their 
sparse recollections of their schoolbooks, they 
evolved the curious name for the society. The 
name suggested to them that the sport to be 
derived from it might be increased by making it a 
secret society. The thing was launched upon this 
basic idea. In everything connected with it each 
onE' was fertile it seems in adding mystery to mys
tery in their meetings and personal movements. 
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The initiation of a new member was made a grand 
and rollicking affair. So complete had the mem 
bel's occasioned their little innocent society to be 
a mystery, that it became in an astonishingly brief 
time a greater enigma to themselves than even to 
outsiders. It swiftly spread from the village to the 
county, from the county to the State.~ and over ran 
the Southern States like a racing prairie fire, 
changing in its aims and objects as rapidly as it 
had grown. From simply frightening the poor 
night-prowling darkeys, it became a vast and 
uncontrollable semi military organization; inflict
ing punishment here, and there taking life, until 
the State of Tennessee was thrown into utter con
fusion, and the military forces were called ant; 
large rewards were offered for the arrest even of 
women found making any of the paraphernalia of 
the order. Government detecti yes sent to pry into 
their secrets were slain, and a general reign of 
terror ensued. No rewards conld induce a mem
ber to betray hi8 fellows; and the efforts of the 
organizers to control the storm they had raised, 
were as idle as the buzzing of a summer fly. 
Thousands and thousands of men belonged to 
it, who knew really little or nothing about it, and 
who to this day are oblivious of thf' true history 
of one of the most remarkq,ble movements of large 
bodies of men that has ever occurred in this or 
perhaps any country. . It was said by leading 
memberb of the order that they could, in twenty
foul' hours, put tens of thousands of lllen in line of 
battle, all fully armed and equipped. It was 
indeed the" Invisible Empire." By its founders 
it was as innocent and harmless in its purposes as 
a Sunday school picnic, yet in a few weeks it spread 
and grew until it overshadowed the land but little 
else than a bloody, headless riot. The imagina
tions of men on the outside conjured up the most 
blood-curdling falsehoods as to its doings; while 
those inside were, it seems, equally fertile in 
schemes and devices to further mystify pE'ople, 
alarm some and tenify others, and apparently the 
wilder the story told about them, the more they 
would enjoy it. Its true history will long give it 

j 
rank of first importance to the philosophic and 

~'-:fU\painstaking historian. 

Among societies of thfl present day, that 
organization known as the IndepelJ.dent Order of 
Odd Fellows is recognized as a prominent one. The 
Granel Lodge of the order in Arkansas was organ
ized June 11, 1849. Its first par;t graDd master 
was John J. Horner, elected in 1854. His Bucces 
sors to date have been as follows: James A. Henry, 
1858; P. O. Hooper, 183U 18()G; Richard Bragg, 
Sr., 1862; Peter Brugman, 1867, 1868, 1871; Isaac 
Eolsom, 1873; Albprt Oohen, 1874; John B. Bond, 
1876; E. B. Moore, 1878; James 8. Holmes, 1880; 
Adam Clark, 1881 ; W. A. Jett, 1882; James A. 
Gibson, 18134; George W. Hurley, 1885; H. S. 
Ooleman, 1886, and A. S. Jett, 1887. The pres 
ent able officers are R. P. Holt, gl'and master; 
.J. P. \Voolsey, deputy g.rand master; Louis C. 
Lincoln, grand warden; Peter Brugman, grand 
secretary; H. Ehrenbers, grand treasurer; H. S. 
Coleman, grand representative; A. S. J ett, grand 
representative; Rev. L. B. Hawley, grand chap
lain; John R. Richardson, grand marshal; J. G. 
Parker, grand conductor; William Mosby. grand 
guardian; W. J. Glenn, grand herald. In the 
State there are eighty-two lodges and a total mem 
bership, reported by the secretary at the October 
meeting, 18SS, of 2,023. The revenue from sub
ordinate lodges amounts to $13,832, while the 
relief granted aggregates $2,840. There were 
sixteen Rebekah lodges organized in 1887 88. 

The Masonic fraternity is no less influential 
in the affairs of every part of the country, than the 
society just mentioned. There is a tradition-too 
vague for reliance that Masonry was introduced 
into Arkansas by the Spaniards more than 100 
years ago, and that therefore the first lodge was 
established at Arkansas Post. Relying, however, 
upon the records the earliest formation of a lodge 
of the mder was in 1 '319, when the Grand Lodge 
of Kentucky gl'anted a dispensation for a lodge at 
Arkansas Post. Robert Johnson was the first mas
ter. Judge Andrew Scott, a Federal judge in the 
Territory, was one of its members. But before 
this lodge received its charter, the seat of govern
ment was removed to Little Rock, and the Arkan
sas Post lodge became extinct. No other lodge 
was attempted to be established rmtil 1836, when 

t 
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a dispensR.tion was granted "\\T ashington Lodge No. 
82, at Fayetteville, October 3, 1837. Onesimus 
Evans, was master; James McKissick, senior war
den; Mathew Leeper, junior warden. 

In 1838 the Gl'and Lodge of Louisiana granted 
the second dispensation for a lodge at Arkansas 
Post-Morning Star Lodge No. 42; the same year 
granting a charter to ",,"Vestern Star Lodge No. 43, 
at Little Rock. Of this Edward Oross was master; 
Charles L. Jeffries, senior warden; Nicholas Peay, 
junior warden. About this time the Grand Lodge 
of Alabama granted a charter to Mount Horeb 
Lodge, of Washington, Hempstead County. 

November 21, 1838, these four lodges held a 
convention at Little Rock and formed the Grand 
Lodge of Arkansas. 

The representatives at this convention were: 
From \Vashington Lodge No. 82, of Fayetteville, 
Onesimus Evans, past master; Washington L. Wil
son, Robert Bedford, Abraham ,Yhinnery, Richard 
C. S. Brown, Samuel Adams and -Williamson S. 
Oldham. 

From Western Star Lodge No. 43, of Little 
Rock, ,Yilliam Gilchrist, past master; Charles L. 
Jeffries, past master; Nicholas Peay, past master; 
Edward Cross, past master; Thomas Parsel, Alden 
Sprague and John :Morris. 

From Morning 8tar Lodge ~o 42, of the Post 
of Arkansas, John 'V. Pullen. 

From :l\Iount Horeb Louge, of \Yashington, 
James H. \Yalker, AllenM. Oakley, Joseph ,y, Mc
Kean and James Trigg. 

Of this convention John Morris. of \Yestprn 
Star Lodge No. 43, was made secretary. 1\11'. 
lYlorris is still living (1889), a resident of Auburn, 
Sebastian County, and is now quite an old man. 
1\Ir. John P. Karns, of Little Rock, was in 
attendance at the convention, although not a uele 
gate. These two are the only ones surviving who 
were present on that occasion. 

The Grand Louge organized by the election of 
'Villiam Gilchrist, grand master; Onesimus Evans, 
deputy granu master; James H. \Y alker, grand sen
ior warden; \Vashington L. vViIson, grand junior 
warden; Alden Sprague, grand treasurer, and 
George C. \Y atkins, granc:l secretary. 

,... 

The constituent lodges, their former charters be 
ing extinct by their becoming members of a new jur
isdiction, took new numbers. Washington Lodge, 
at Fayetteville, became No.1; Western Star, of 
Little Rock, became No.2; Morning Star, of the 
Post of Arkansas, became No.3. and Mount Horeb, 
of vfashington, became No. 4-. Of these ,Vash
ington No.1, and Western Stal' No.2, are in vig 
orous life, but Morning Star No.3, and Mount 
Horeb No . ..te, have become defunct. 

From this beginning of the four lodges, with a 
membership of probably 100, the Grand Lodge 
now consists of over 400 lodges, and a member
ship of about 12,000. 

The following are the officers for the present 
year: R. H. Taylor, grand master, Hot Springs; 
J. W. Sorrels, deputy grand master, Farmer, 
Scott County; D. B. 'Varren, grand lecturer, 
Gainesville; \V. A. Clement, grand orator, Rover, 
Yell County; ""V. K. Ramsey, grand senior ward
en, Camden; C, A. Bridewell, grand junior ward
en, Hope; George H. Meade, grand treasurer, Lit 
tIe Bock; Fay Hempstead, grand secretary, Little 
Rock; D. D. Leach, grand senior deacon, Augusta; 
Samuel Peete, grand junior deacon, Batesville; H. 
,V, Brooks, grand chaplain, Hope; John B. Baxter, 
grand marshal, Brinkley; C. C. Hamby, grand 
sword bearer, Pl'escott; S. Solmson, senior grand 
steward, Pine Bluff: A. T. ,Vilson, jnnior grand 
steward, Eureka Springs; J. C. Churchill, grand 
pursuivant, Charlotte, Independence County; Ed. 
Metcalf, grand tyler, Little Rock. 

The first post of the Granu Army of the Repub
lic, Department of AI'kansas, was organized under 
authority from the Illinois Commandery, and called 
McPherson Post No.1, of Little Rock. The 
district then passed under command of the Depart
ment of Missouri, anu by that authority was or
ganized Post No.2, at Fort Smith. 

The Provisional Department or Arkansas was 
organized June 18, 1883, Stephen Wheeler being 
department commander, and C. 1\1. Vaughan, adju
tant-general. A State encampment was called' to 
meet at Fort Smith, July 11, 1883. Six posts were 
represented in this meeting, when the fo1lowing 
State officers were elected: S. ,Vheeler, com t. 
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mander; 1\1. l\Iitchell, senior vi('e i R. E. Jackson, 
junior vice; H. Stoue, quartermaster, and the 
following council: J Ohll F. Owen, A. S. Fowler, 
~. \Y. Bailey, A. Walrath, Benton Turner. 

There are now seventy foul' posts, with a mem
bership of 2,500, in the State. The present offi 
eel'S are: Department commander, A. S. Fowler; 
senior vice commander, John Vaughan; junior vice 
commander, E. A. Ellis; medical director, T. G. 
Miller; chaplain, T. R. Early. 

The council of administration includes A. A. 
Whissen, Thomas Bo]f?,s, W. S. Bartholomew, R. 
E. Renner and 1. B. Lawton. The following were 
the appointments on thEl staff of the department 
commander: Assistant adjutant-general, N. \V. Cox; 
assistant quartermaster-general, Stephen vVheeler; 
judge advocate, S. J. Evans; ('hief mustering 
officer, S. K. Robinson; department inspector, 
R. S. Curry. Headquarters were estabhshecl at 
Little Rock, Ark. 

There are othel' bodiE'S in the State whose aims 
and purposes differ materially from those previously 
mentioned. Among these is the Arkansas Bureau 
of Mines, Manufactures and Agriculture, which 
was organized as a State institution at the sEl8sion 
of the legislature in 188\). The governor ap
pointed M. F. Locke commissioner, the latter mak 
ing 1\1. \V. l\Ianville assistant. They at once pro
ceeded to organize the department and open an 
office in the State-house. The legislature appro 
priated for the next two years for the bureau the 
snm of $18,000. 

j 

This action of the legislature was in response 
to a demand from all parts of the StatE', which, 
growing in volume for some time, culminated in 
the meeting in Little Rock of numerous promi
nent men, and the organization of the Arkansas 
State Bureau of Immigration, January 31, 18'38. 
A demand fTom almost every county prompted 
Gov. Senior P. Hughes to issue a call for a State 
meeting. The meeting was composed only of the 
best representative citizeJ?-s. Gov. Hughes, in his 
address, stated that "the State should have an 
agricultural, mining and manufacturing bureau, 
which should be a bureau of stat1stics and immi
gratioIl, also." Hon. Logan H. Roots was elected 

president of the convention. He voiced the pur 
poses of the mef'ting still further when he said, 
" -We want to euucate others on the wealth-mak
ing properties of our 8tate." A permanent State 
organization was effected, one delegate from each 
county to constitute a State Board of Immigra
tion, and the followi ng permanent officers were 
chosen: Logan H. Roots, of Little Rock, presi 
dent; Dandridge McRae, of Searcy, vice-president; 
H. L. Remmel, of Newport, secretary; George R. 
Brown, of Little Rock, treasurer; J. H. Olen
dening, of Fort Smith, A. M. Crow, of Arkadel
phia, W. P. Fletcher, of Lonoke, additional exec
utive committee. The executive committee issued 
a strong address and published it extensively, giv
ing SOlUe of the many inducements the State had 
to offer immjgrants. The legislature could not 
fail to properly recognizE' such a movement of the 
people, and so provided for the long needed bu
reau. 

Arkansas Agricultural Association was organ
ized in 1885. It has moved slowly so far, but is 
now reaching the condition of becoming a great 
and prosperous institution. The entire State is soon 
to be made into sub-districts, with minor organ
izations, at least one in each Congressional district~ 
with a local control in each, and all will become 
stockholders and a part of the parent CODcern. 
A permanent State fair and suitable grounds and 
fixtures are to bE' provided in the near future, when 
Arkansas will successfully vie with any State in 
the Union in an annual display of its products. 

The officers of the Agricultural Association for 
1889, are as follows: Zeb. ,Yard, president, Little 
Rock; B. D. ,Villiams, first vice-president, Little 
Rock; T. D. Cull)f·rhouse, vice-president First 
Oongressional l1istrict; D. 1\IcRae, vice president 
Second Oongresbional district; ,V. L. Tate, vice
presidEmt Third Congressional district; J. J. Sump
ter, vice p"resident Fourth Congresf:.ional ,Jist-rict; J. 
H. Vanhoo<;e, vice president Fifth Congressional 
district; 1\1. W. l\lanville, secretary; D. "\Y. Bizzell, 
treasurer. 

Arkansas State Horticultural 80ciety was or 
ganized May 2-1, 18iD, ann incorporated January 

31,1889. Under its completed organization ~~ 

~r-,-
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first fair was held in Little Rock, commencing amazement of the better men in the society, they 
'Vednesday, 1\lay 15, 1889. President, E. F. Bab soon awoke to the fact that they were in the hands 
cock; secretmy, 1\1. 'V. 1\'lanville; executive com of the wily politicians. It is now estimated that 
mittee, S. H. Nowlin, chairman, Little Rock; the ranks in Arkansas are reduced to 20,000 or 
George P. C. Rumbough, Little Rock; Rev. S. H. less-all for political causes. The movement now 
Buchanan, Littlt~ Rock; E. C. Kinney, Judsonia, is to purge the society of politics and in the near 
and Fred Dengler, Hot Springs, constitute the future to meet the Farmer's Alliance in St. Louis, 
official board. and form a combination of the two societies. It 

In 1881 three farmers of Prairie County met is hoped by this arrangement to avoid the dema 
and talked over farm matters, and concluded to gogues hereafter, and at the same time form a 
organize a society for the welfare of the farming strong and p8l'manent society, which will answer 
community. The movement grew with astonish- the best interests of the fal'ming community. 
ing rapidity. It was organized as a secret, non- As stated elsewhere, the location of a capital 
political society, and in matters of trade and com- for Arkansas early occupied the attention of its 
merce proposed to give its members the benefit citizens. On November 20, 1821, William RUB 
of combination. In this respect it advocated ac- sell and others laid off and platted I.ittle Rock 
tion in concert with all labor unions or organiza- as the futlll'e capital of the Territory and State. 
tions of laborers. A State and National organiza- They made a plat and a bill of assurances thereto, 
hon was effected, and the sub, organizations, ex- subd.ividing the same into lots and blocks. They 
tending to the smallest school districts, were re- granted to Pulaski County Lots 3 and 4: in trust 
quired to obtain authority and report to the State and on the conditions following, viz. : " That the 
branch and it in return to the National head. Thus said county of Pulaski within two years" should 
far its originators sought what they believed to be erect a common jail npon said Lots 3 and 4. Out 
the true co-operative method in their business af of this transaction grew a great deal of litigation. 
fairs. The first jail was built ot pine logs in 1823. It 

The next object was to secure beneficial legis stood until 1837, when it was burned, and a brick 
lation to farmers-each one to retain his polit- building was erected in its stead. This stood for 
ical party affiliations, and at the ballot box to vote many years, but through the growth of the city, it in 
for either farmers or those most closely identified time became a public nuisance and was condemned, 
with their interests as might be found on tlHi and the location moved to the present site of the 
respecti ve party tickets. stone jaiL 

The officers of the National society are: Isaac The Territory was organized by Congress in 
McCracken, president, Ozone, Ark., and A, E. 18] 9, and the seat of government located at the 
Gardner, secretary and treasurer, Dresden, Tenn. Post of Arkansas. In the early part of 1820 
The Arkansas State 'Vheel officers are: L. P. arose the question of a new site for the seat of 
Featherstone, president, Forrest City; R. H. government, and all eyes turned. to Pulaski County. 
:IHorehead, secretary, 'Yhite Chapel, and ,V. H. A capital syndicate was formed and Little Rock 
Quayle, treasurer, Ozan. Bluff fixed upon as the future capital. The one 

The scheme was inviting to honest farmers and trouble was that the land at this point was not yet 
the humble beginning soon grew to b? a most proB- l in market, and so the company secured "sunk land 
perous society-not only extending over the State, scrip" and located this upon the selected townI 

j 

but reaching boldly across the line into other flite. The west line of the Quapaw Indian reser
States. 'Yhen at the zenith of its prosperity, it vation struck the Arkansas River at "the Little 
is estimated there wer? 60,000 members of the Rock" and therefore the east line of the contem
order in Arkansas. This was too tempting a pro~- plated capital had to be west of this Quapaw line. t 
poet for thc busy political demagogues, and to thc This town survey "west of tbe point of rocks, 

~~---r------------------------------------------------~--~~ 
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immediately south of the Arkansas RiYer, and 
W'3!'1t of the Quapaw line]" was surveyed aud re
turned to the recorder at St. Louis as the new town 
site and TerritOl'ial capital-called Little Rock. 
The dedication of the streets, etC., and the plat as 
laid off, was dated November 10, 1821. Grotmds 
w~r~ given fDr a State hQU8~, and othl?I public 
bUildings and purposes t and for (' the permanent 
seat of justice of said county (Pulaski)" waB ded 
icated an entire half square, " bounded on the north 
by 1\iarkham Street and on the west by Spl'ing 
Street and on the south by Cherry (now Second) 
Street" for court house pUI'pose~. In I'eturn the 
county was to erect a court house and jail on. the 
lots specified for these purposes, "within ten 
years from the date hereof." A market house was 
to be erected by the city on Lots 4: and 5, BIDeR: D9. 
The latter in time was built on these lots, the upper 
story containing a conncil chamber, which was in 
public use until 1864, when the present city hall 
was erected. 

By an act of the legislature, October 24, 1821, 
James Billingsly, Orawford County, Samuel O. 
Roane, Clark Oounty, and Robert Bean, Inde 
pendElnce County, were appointed comillissioners~ 

U to fix on a proper p{a.ce lor the seat ot 5tlStice of 
the County of Pulaski j" the act further specify 
ing ,r they shall take into consideration donations 
and future divisions." Thp latter part of the 
sent~D-ce is made still morEl impdrtant by the fact 
that at that time the western boundary of Pulaski 
Oounty was 100 miles west, at the mouth of Petit 
Jean, and the eastern boundary waR a few miles 
below Pine Bluff. 

Octdber 18,1820, the Tenitorialseat of govern 
ment was removed from the Post of Arkansas to 
the Little Rock, the act to take effect June 1, 1821. 
It provided "that thel'e shall be a bond 7(- * ,,". 
for the faithful performance of the promise and 
good fa.ith by which the s~a.t of govEll'nment is 
moved, ~, 

In November, 1821, about the last of the belong
ings of thf' Territorial capital at the Post were 
removed to Little Rock. It was a crossing point 
ou the river of the government rOitd leadlng to 
Missouri, and the place had often bElen designated 

as the ., Missouri Crossing," but the French had 

generaLLy caned It Arkapolis 
During tlle short time the Territorial capital 

was at Arkansas Por:t, no effort was made to erect 
public buildings, as from the first it was under
stood this was hut a temporary location. "When 

the c~pital cam\} to Little Rock a one-story J.ouble 
log house was built) near the spot where is now 
the Presbyterian Ohurch) or near the corner of 
Scott and Fifth Streets. This building was in 
the old style of two rooms, with an open spa(,El 
between, but all under the same rODT. In 1828 
the log building was superseded by a one-story 
frame. March 2, 1831, CongI'8s<) authorized the 
Territory to select ten sectionR of land and appro
priate the same toward erecting capitol buildings; 
and in 1832 it pwpowered the gDvernor to lease 
the salt springs. With these different funds was 
erected the central building of the present capitol, 
the old representative hall being where is now the 
senate chamber. In 1836, when. A1'lransas became 
a State, there was yet no plasterin.g in any part of 
the brick building, and in the assembly halls were 
plain pine board tables and old fashioned split 
bottorned chairs, wade in Little Rock. 

In 1886., a.t the remal'l~a.bly small cost of $35,()OO. 
were added the additions and improvements and 
changes in the capitol building, completing it in 
its present form. And if the same wisdom con 
trois the State in the futurEl that has mark€<.l the 
past, especially in the matter of economy ln its 
public buildings, there will bEl only a trifling 
additional expenditure on public buildings during 
the next half century. The State buildings are 
sufficient for all public needs; their plainness and 
cheapness are a pride and glory, fitting monumEluts 
to the past and present generation of rulers and 
law makers, testifying to their intelligence and 
integrity. 

Tbe State library was started Ma.rch. 3, 1838, at 
first solely as a refel'ence and ex.change mec1ium. 

It now has an annual allowance of $100, for pur
chasing books and contains 25,000 volumes, really 
more than can suitably be accommodated, 

Tb~ Suprem'i' Conrt 11bnwy WM estabhsbf'd in 
January, 1~51. It has 8,000 VOlUllles, including t 

r ~F 



HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. 

all the reports and the leading law works. The 
fees of attorneys' license upon admission to the 
bar, of ten dollars, and a dollar docket fAe in each 
case in court, constitute the fund provided for the 
library. 

The State Medical Society, as now constituted, 
waR fOl'meJ. in ThIay, 1875. It held its fourteenth 
annual session in 1889, at Pine Bluff. Edward 
Bentley is the acting president, and L. P. Gibson, 
secretary. Subordinate societies are formed in all 
parts of the State and are represented by regular 
delegates in the general assem blies. In addition to 
the officers for the current year above given are 
Z. Orts, assistant secretary, A. J. Vance, C. S. 
Gray, B. Hatchett and V{. H. Hill, vice-presidents 
in the order named. 

The State Board of Health was established by 
act of the legislature, March 23, 1881. It is com
posed of six commissioners, appointed by the gov
ernor, "a majority of whom are to be medical grad
uates and of seven years' practice in the profes
sion." The board is required to meet on<:e in 
every three months. The secretary is allowed a 
salary of $1,000 per annum, but the others receive 
no compensation except traveling expenses in the 
discharge of official duties. 

The present board is composed of Dr. A. L. 
Breysacher, preSIdent; Dr. Lorenzo R. Gibson, sec 
retary; Doctors J. A. Dibrell, P. Van Patton, VY. 
A. Cantrell and V. Brunson. 

The beginning which resulted in the present 
elegant State institution for deaf mutes was a school 
established near the close of the late war, in Little 
Rock, by Joseph :l\Iount, an educated mute, who 
gathered a few of these unfortunate ones together 
and taught a private school. The State legislature 
incorporated the school and made a small provision 
for it, July 17, 18()8, the attendance that year 
being four pupils. The buildings are on the beau
tiful hill just west of the Union Depot, the im 
provement of the gl'ounds being made in 1869. 
The attendance in 1870 was 48 pupils, which in 
the last session's report, 1E,S8, reached the number 
of 109; awl the superintendent, anticipating an at 
tenclance for the current two years of 150, has 
solicited appropriations accordingly. 

The board of trustees of the Deaf Mute Insti 
tute includes: Hon. George E. Dodge, president; 
001. S. L. Griffith, vice president; Maj. R. H. Par
ham, Jr., secretary; Hon. 'Y. E. Woodruff, treas
urer; Maj. George H. :l\1eade and 001. A. R. Witt. 
The officers are: Principal. Francis D. Clarke; 
instructors: John 'Y. 1\Iichaels, Mrs. I. H. Carroll, 
JHiss Susan B. Harwood, Miss Kate P. Brown, Miss 
Emma Wells, S. C. Bright; teacher of articulation, 
Miss Lottie Kirkland. Mrs. 1\1. M. Beattie is 
matron; JHiss Luciuda Nations, assistant; Miss 
Olara Abbott, supervises the sewing, and Mrs. 
Amanda Harley is housekeeper. The visiting phy
sician is J. A. Dibrell, Jr., M. D.; foreman of the 
printing office, T. P. Olarke; foreman of the shoe 
shop, U. G. Dunn. Of the total appropriations 
asked for the current two years, $80,970, $16,570 
is for improvements in buildings, grounds, school 
apparatus, or working departments. 

'fhe Arkansas School for the Blind was incor 
porated by act of the legislature, February 4:, 1859, 
ana opened to pupils the same year in Arkadel
phia. In the year of 1868 it was removed to Little 
Rock, and suitable grounds purchased at the foot 
of Center Street, on Eighteenth Street. 

This is not an asylum for the aged and infirm, 
nor a hospital for the treatment of disease, but a 
school for the young of both sexes, in which are 
taught literatnre, music and handcraft Pupils 
between six and twenty-six years old are received, 
and an oculist for the purpose of treating pupils 
is a part of its benefits; no charge is made for 
board or tuition, but friends are expected to fur 
nish clothing and traveling expenses. 

It is estimated there are 300 blind of school 
age in the State. The legislature has appro
priated $140 a year for each pupiL On this allow
ance in two years the steward l'eported a balance 
unexpended of $1,686.84. In 1886 was appro 
priatpd $6,000 to build a workshop, store room, 
laundry and bake oven. In 1860 the attendancp 
was ten-five males and five females; ill 1862, 
seven males and six females. The year 1888 
brought the attendance up to fifty maIeR and fifty
two females, or a total of 102. During the last 
two years SJX have graduated here three in the 
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industrial depaltment, and three in the industrial 
and Iiterary department. Four have been dis
missed on account of recovered eyesight. 

The trustees of the school are: J. R. Right 
sell, S. J\tI. Marshall, vV. C. Ratcliffe, J. W. House, 
and D. G. Fones; the superintendent being John 
H. Dye. 

Another commendable institution, carefully 
providing for the welfare of those dethroned of 
reason, is the Arkansas State Lunatic Asylum, 
which was authorized by act of the legislature of 
1873, when suitable grounds were purchased, and 
highly improv/?c1, and buildings erected. The in 
stitution is three miles west of the capitol and one
half milf' north of the Monnt Ida road. Eighty acres 
of ground ,vere originally purchased and enclosed 
and are now reaching a high state of improve
ment. The resident population of the asylum at 
present is 500 sonls, and owing to the crowded 
conditions an additional eighty acres were pur
chased in 1887, making in all 160 acres. A care
ful inquiry shows there are in the State (and not in 
the asylum, for want of room) 108 insane persons, 
entitled under the law to the benefits of the insti 
tution. Of the 411 patients in the asylum in 18b8, 
only four were pay patients. 

John G. Fletcher, R. K. vValker, A. L. Brey
sacher, John D. Adams and 'Yilliam J. Little are 
trustees of the institution, while Dr. P. O. Hooper 
is superintendent. 

In 1885 the legislature made an appropriation 
of $92,500 for the erection of additional buildings 
and other needed improvements. This fund wag 
not all used, but the remainder was returned into 
the State treasury. The total CUfl'ent expenses for 
the year 1887 aggregated $4:5,212.60. The current 
expenses on patients the same year were $20,34:4:. &0. 
The comfort of the unfortunates-the excellence of 
the service, the wholesome food given them, and at 
the same time the minimum cost to the tax payers, 
prove the highest possible commendation to those 
in charge. 

j 
The Arkansas Industrial University is the prom 

ise, if not the present fulfillment, of one of the 
most important of State institutions. It certainly 
deserves the utmost attention from the best people 

of the State, as it is destined to become in time one 
of the great universities of the world. It should 
be placed ill position to be self-supporting, be
cause education is not a public pauper and never 
can be permanently successful on charity. Any 
education to be had must be earned. This law of 
nature can no more be set aside than can the law 
of gravitation, and the ignorance of such a simple 
fact in state"men and educators has cost our civili
zation its severest pains and penalties. 

The industrial department of the institution 
was organized in June, 11:\85. The act of incor
poration provided that all males should work at 
manual labor three hours each day and be paid 
therefor ten cents an hour. Seven thousand 
dollars was appropriated to equip the shops. Prac 
tical labor was defined to be not only farm and 
shop work, but also surveying, drawing and labor
atory practice. :l\Iechanical m-ts and engineering 
became a part of the cUl'l'iculum. The large major
ity of any people must engage in industrial pur
suits, and to these industrial development and 
enlightenment and comfort go hand in-hand. 
Hence the real people's school is one of manual 
tn~ining. Schools of philosophy and literature will 
take care of themse 1 ves; thin k of a school (classical) 
endea\ oring to train a Shakespeare or Burns! To 
have compelled either one of these to graduate at 
Oxford would have been like clipping the wings 
of the eagle to aid his upward flight. In the edu
cation at least of children nature is omnipotent and 
pitiless, and it is the establishment of such train
ing schools as the Arkansas Industrial University 
that gives the cheering evidence of the world's 
progress. In it~ continued prosperity is hope for 
the near future; its failure through ignorance or 
bigotry in the old and worn out ideas of Lhe dead 
past, will go far toward the confhmation of the 
cruel cynicism that the most to be pitied animal 
pell melled into the world is the new born babe. 

The University is situated at Fayetteville, 
'Yashington County. It was organized by act of 
the legislature, based on the "Land Grant Act" 
of Congress of 186:2, and supplemented by liberal 
donations from the State, the County of 'Vash 
ington, and the city of Fayetteville. The school 

t 
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was opened in 1872. March 30, 1877, the legisla
ture passed the act known as the "Barker Bill," 
which made nearly a complete cbange in the pur
view of the school and brought prominently for
ward the agricultural and mech'anical departments. 
" To gratify our ambitious" [but mistaken] 
"youth," says the prospectus, "we have, under 
Section 7 of the act, provided for instruction in the 
classics. " 

Under the act of Oongress known as the 
,. Hatch Bill," an Agricultural Experimental Sta
tion has been organized. Substantial buildings 
are now provided, awl the cost of board in the in
stitution is reduced to $8 per month. The attend
ance at the present time is ninety -six students, 
and steps al'e being taken to form a model stock
farm. The trustees, in the last report, say: "'Ve 
recommend that girls be restored to the privi
leges of the institution." The law only excludes 
females from being beneficiaries, and females may 
still attend as pay students. 

A part of the University is a branch Normal 
School, established at Pine Bluff, for the purpose 
of educating colored youth to be school teachers. 
These Normal Schools have for some years been 
a favorite and expensive hobby in mo~t of the 
Northern States. There is probably no question 
that, for the promotion of the cause of education 
among the negroes, they offer unusual attractions. 

The following will give the reader a clear COill

prehension of the school and its purposes. Its 
departments are: 

ThIechanic arts and engineering, agriculture, 
experiment station, practical work. English and 
modern languages, biology and geology, military 
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science and tactics, mathematics and logic, prepara
tory department, drawing and industrial art, and 
music. 

To all these departments i8 now added the med
ical department, located at Little Rock. This 
branch was founded in un1, and has a suitable 
building on Second Street. The tenth annual 
course of lectures in this institution commenced 
October 3, 1888; the tenth annual commencement 
being held March 8, 188U. The institution is se1£
supporting, and already it ranks among the fore
most medical schools in the country. The graduat
ing class of 1888 numbered twenty. 

The State Board of Visitors to the medical 
school are Doctors W. '.V. Hipolite, ,Yo P. Hart, 
W. B. Lawrence, J. 1\1. Keller, 1. Folsom. 

The debt of Arkansas is not as large as a cur
sory glance at the figures might indicate. The 
United States government recently issued a statis 
tical abstract concerning the public debt of this 
State that is very misleading, and does it a great 
wrong. In enumerating the debts of the Stateo it 
puts Arkansas at $12,020,100. This error comes 
of including the bonds issued for railroad and levee 
purposes, that have been decided by the Supreme 
Oourt null and void, to the amount of nearly 
$10,000,000. They are therefore no part of the 
State indebtedness. 

The real debt of the State is $2, 111,000, 
including pl'incipal and accumulated interest. 
There is an amount in excess of this, if there is 
included the debt due the general government, 
but for all such the Statp has counter ciaim'3, and 
it is not therefore estimated in giving the real 
indebtedness. 
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THE BENCH AND BAR-AN ANALYTIC VIEW OF TIlE PROFESSION OF LAW-~PANISH AND FRENCII LAWS


ENGLISH COl'tIMO~ LAw-fi'HE LEGAL CIRCUIT RIDERS-TEIUUTORIAL LAW AND LAWYEUS 


-THE ('OURT CmCUITS-EARLY COUgT OFFI(,ERS-rrHE SUPREME COURT-PR01m

NENT MElUBERS OF THE STATE BENCH AND BAR THE :STANDARD 


OF THE EXECUTION OF LAW IN THE ~TATE. 


Laws do not put the 1east restraint 

Upon our freedom, but maintain 't; 

Or if they do, 'tis for our good, 

To give us freer latitude; 

For wholesome laws preserve us free 

By stinting of our liberty.-Butler. 


HE Territory when under 
Spanish or French rule 
was governed by much the 
same laws and customs. 
The home government ap
pointed its viceroys, who 
were little more than nomi

nally under the control of the 
king, except in the general laws 
of the mother country. The neces
sary local provisions in the laws 
were not strictly required to b8 
submitted £01' approval to the mas
ter powers before being enforced 

j 

the colony. Both govern 
ments were equally liberal III 

bestowing the lands upon sub
jects, and as a rule, without cost. But the shadow 
of feudal times still lingered ove-r each or them, 
and they had no conception that the real pe-ople 
would want to be small landholde-rs, supposing 
that in the new as in the old world the-y would 
drift into villanagl?, and in some sense be a part 
of the possession of the landed aristocracy. Hence, 

these governments are seen taking personal charge 
as it were of the colonies; providing them masters 
and protectors, who, with government aid, would 
transport and in a c€\l.'tain sense own them and 
their labor aftel' their anival. The grantee of cer
tain royal rights and privileges in the new world 
was responsible to the viceroy for his colony, and 
the viceroy to the king. The whole was anti dem
ocratic of COUl'se, and was but the continued and 
old, old idea of "the divine rights of rulers." 

The commentaries of even the favorite law
writers to day in this democratic country are 
blurred on nearly every page with that monstrous 
hel esy, "the king can do no wrong" - the gov
erning power is infallible, it needs no watching, no 
jealous eye that will see its errors or its crimes; a 
fetich to be blindly worshiped, indiscriminately, 
whether it is an angel 'of mercy or a monster of 
evil. 'Yhen Cannibal was king he was a god, with 
no soul to dictate to him the course he pursued. 
"The curiosities of patriotism under adversity" 
just here suggests itself as a natural title-page to 
one of the most remarkable books yet to be writtf'n. 

The bench and bar form a very peculiar result 

.,~~ 
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of lllocleln civilization-to day fighting the most 
heroic Lattles for the poor and the oppressed; to
morrow, perhaps, expending equal zeal and elo 
quence in the train of the Lloolly usurper and ty
rant. As full of inconsistencies as ill")incerity it
self, it is also as noted for as WiSE" conservative and 
noble efforts in behalf of our race as ever distin
guished patriot or sage. 

The dangel's which beset the path of the law
yer are a blind adherence to precedent, and a love 
of the abstruse technicalities of the law practice. 
'i,rhell both or either of these infirmities enter the 
Boul of the otherwise young and rising practitioner, 
his usefulness to his fellow man is apt to be perma
nently impaired. He may be the "learned judge, " 
but will not be the great and good one. 

The history of the bench and bar should be 
an instructive one. The inquirer, commencing in 
the natural order of all real history, investigating 
the cause or the fountain source, and then follow
ing up the effects flowing from causes, is met at 
the threshold with the question, Why? ·What 
natural necessity created this vast and expensive 
supernumerary of civilization? The institution in 
its entirety is so wide and involved, so comprehen
sive and expensive, with its array of court officials, 
great temples, its robes, ermine and wool sacks; its 
halls, professors, schools and libraries, that the 
average mind is oppressed with the attempt to 
grasp its outlines. In a purely economic sense it 
produces not one blade of grass. After having 
elucidated this mlH'h of the inve-stigation as be")t 
he can, he comes to a minor one, or the details 
of the subject. For illustration's sake, let it be 
assumed that he will then take up the ('onsidera 
bon of grand juries, their origin, history and present 
necessity for existence. These are mere hints, but 
such as will arrest the attention of the student of law 
of phHosophical turn of mind. They are nothing 
more than the same problems that come in every 
department of history. The school of the lawyer 
is to accept prececlent, the same as it is a comlHon 
human instinct to accept what comes to him from 
the fathers-assuming everything in its favor and 
combating everything that would dispute "the 
old order." It is the exceptional mind which 

looks ancient precedent in the face and asks ques
tions, ,Vhence Y \Vhy ? ·Whither? These are gen
erally inconvenient qnel'ief-i to indolent content, 
but they are the drive-wheels of moving civiliza
tion. 

One most extraordinary fact forever remains, 
namely, that lawyers and stateflmen never unfoldecl 
the science of political economy. This seems a 
strange contradiction, but nevertheless it is so. 
The story of human and divine laws is much alike. 
The truths have not been found, as a rule, by the 
custodianR of the temples. The Rev. Jaspers are still 
proclaiming "the world do move." Great states 
men are still seriously regulating the nation's 
"balance of trade," the price of interest on money, 
and through processes of taxation enriching peo
ples, while the dear old precedents have for 100 
years been demonstrated to be myths. They are 
theoretically dead with all intelligent men, but 
are very much alive in fact. Thus the social 
life of every people is full of most amusing curi
osities, many of them harmless, many that are not. 

The early bench and bar of Arkansas produced 
a strong and virile race of men. The pioneers of 
this important class of community possessed vigor 
ous minds and bodies, with lofty ideals of personal 
honor, and an energy of integrity admirably fitted 
to the tasks set before them. 

The Jaw of the land, the moment the Louisi
ana purchase was effected, was the English COll

mon law, that vast and marvelous structure, the 
growth of hundreds of years of bloody English 
history, and so often the apparent throes of civil
ization. 

The circuit riders composed the first bench 
and bar here, as in all the western States. In 
this State especially the accounts of the law prac
tice -the long trips over the wide judicial circuits; 
the hardships endured, the dangers encountered 
from swollen streams ere safe bridges spanned 
them; the rough accommodations, indeed, some
times the ahsence of shelter from the raging ele 
ments, and amid all thifl their jolly happy-go lucky 
life, thE'ir wit and fun. their eternal electionepring, 
for every lawyer then was a politician; tbeir quick 
ened wits and schemes and devices to advantage t 
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meaning technicalities. A successful practitioner 
required to have at his fingers' emh at least Black 
stone's Commentaries ancl Chitty's Pleadings, and 
much of the wonders contained in the Rules of 
Evidence. Libraries were then scarce and their 
privations here were nearly as great as in the com
mon comforts for '( man and beast." Thel"E~ have 
been vast improvements in the simplifying of the 
practice, the abolition of technical pleadings es
pecially, since that time, and the young attorney 
of to day can hardly realize what it was the pio
neers of his profession had to undergo. 

A judicial circuit at that early day was an im 
mense domain, over which the bench and bar 
regularly made semi allnual trips. Sometimps 
they would not more than get around to their 
f:>tarting point before it would be necessary to 
go all over the ground again. Thus the court was 
almost literally "in the saddle." The saddle bags 
were their law offices, and some of them, upon 
reaching their respective county seats, would sig 
nalize their brief stays with hard work alI day in 
the court· room and late roystering at the tavern 
bar at night, !'egardless of the demurrers. pleas, 
replications, rejoinders and sur-rt>joinders, c1eclm·a 
tions and. bills that they knew must be confronted 
on the morrow. Among these jolly sojourners, 
" uuring court week" in the villages, dignity and 
circumspection were often given ovel' ex.clusively 
to the keeping of the judge and prosecutor. Cir
cumstances thus made the bench and bar as social 
a set as ever came together. To see them return
ing arter their long journeyings, sunburned and 
weatherbeaten, having had but few advantages of 
the laundry 0r bathtub, they might have passeu for 
a returning squad of cavalry in the late war. One 
eccentric character made it a point never to start 
with any relays to his wardrobe. When he reached 
home after his long pilgrimage it would be noticed 
that bis clothes had a stuffed appearance. The 
truth was that when clean linen ~was needed he 
bought new goods and hlipped them on over the 
soiled ones. He would often tell how he dreaded 
the return to his home. as be knew that after his 
wife attended to his change of wardrobe he was 
" most snre to catch cold." 

~J~r~~~~~-----------I 

each other, both in and out of the courts, if all 
could be told in detail, would read like a fascinat 
ing romance. These riders oftpn traveled in com
panies of from thl·ee to fifteen, ana among them 
would be found the college and law school gradu 
ates, and the brush graduates, associated in some 
cases and opposed in others. And here, as in all 
the walks of life, it was often found that the rough, 
self-educated men overmatched the graduates in 
their fiercest contests. "\Ybile one might understand 
more of the books and of the learned technicalities 
of law, the other woulU know the jury best, ancl 
overthrow his antagonist. In the little old log 
cabin court rooms of those days, when the court 
was in session, the contest of the legal gladiatorR 
went on from the opening to the closing of the 
term. Generally the test was before a jury, and 
the people gathered from all the surrounding coun
try, deeply interested III every movement of the 
actors. This was an additional stimulus to the 
lawyer politicians, who well understood that their 
ability was gauged by the crowd, as were their suc 
cesses before the jury. Thus was it a combination 
of the forum and "stump." Here, sometimes in 
the conduct of a noted case, a seat in Congress 
would be won or lost. A seat ill Congress, or on 
the "wool sack," was the ambition of nearly every 
circuit rider. Their legal encounters were fought 
out to the end. Each one was dl'eadfully in earn
est-he practiced no assumed virtues in the strug 
gle; battling as much at least for himself as his 
client, he would yield only under compulsion, even 
in the minor points, and, unfortunately, sometimes 
in the heat of ardor, the contest would descend 
from a legal to a personal one, and then the handy 
duello code was a l'eady resort. It seems it was 
this unhappy mixture of law and politics that 
caused many of these bloody personal encounters. 
In the pure practice of the law, stripped of polit 
ical bearings, there seldom., if ever, came misunder 
standings. 

They must have been a fearless and earnest 
class of men to brave the hardships of professional 
life, as well as mastering the endless and involvecl 
intricacies of the legal practice of that clay. The 

j law then was but little less than a mass of un
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On one occasion two members of the bar met 
at a county seat where court was in session a week. 
They had come from opposite directions, one of 
them riding a borrowed horse seventy miles, while 
the other on his own h01"se had traveled over 100 
miles. Upon starting home they unwittingly ex
changed horses, and neither discovered the mistake 
until informed by friends after reaching their des
tination. The horses could hardly have been more 
dissimilar, but the owners detected no cJ:ange. It 
was nearly the value of the animals to make the 
return exchange, yet each set out, and finally re
turned with the proper horse. No little ingenuity 
must have been manifested in finally unraw~ling 
the great mystery of the affair. 

Surrounded as they were with all these ill con
ditions, as a body of men they were nevertheless 
learned in the law, great in the forum, able and 
upright on the bench. Comparisons are odious, 
but it is nothing in disparagement to the present 
generation of courts and lawyers, to say that to be 
equally great and wor1 hy with these men of the 
early bench and bar of Arkansas, is to exalt and 
ennoble the profession in the highest degree. 

Sixty years have now passed since the first 
coming of the members of this calling to the State 
of Arkansas. In 1819 President Monroe appointed 
James Miller, governor, Robert Crittenden, secre
tary, and Charles J ouitt, Andrew Scott and Robert 
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P. Letcher, judges of the Superior Court, for the 
new Territory of Arkansas. All these, it seems, 
except Gov. Miller, were promptly at the post of 
duty and in the discharge of their respective offices. 
In the absence of Mr. Miller, Mr. Crittenden was 
acting governor. These men not only constituted 
the first bench and bar, but the first Territorial offi
cials and the first legislature. They were all lo
cated in the old French town of Arkansas Post. 
The lawyers and judges were the legislative body, 
which enacted the laws to be enforced in their re
spective districts. At their first legislative session 
they established bnt five statute laws, and from 
this it might be inferreu. that there were few and 
simple laws in force at that time, bnt the rpadel' 
will remember that from the moment of the Louis
iana purcbase all the new territory passed under 

1_________________________ 

the regulation and control of the English common 
law substantially the same system of laws then 
governing England. 

It is a singular comment on American juris
prudence that this country is still boasting the pos
session of the English habeas corpus act, wrung 
by those sturdy old barons from King John,-a 
government by the people, universal suifl'age, 
where the meanest voter is by his vote also a sov
ereign, and therefore he protects himself against 

whom ?-why, against himself by the English 
habeas corpus act, which was but the great act of 
a great people that first proclaimed a higher right 
than was the" divine right of kings." When these 
old Englishmen presented the alternative to King 
John, the writ or the headsman's ax, he very sensi
bly chose the lesser of the two gl'eat inconven
iences. And from that moment the vital meaning 
of the phrase "the divine right of kings" was 
dead in England. 

In America, where all vote, the writ of habeas 
corpus has been time and time again suspended, 
and there am foolish men now who would gladly 
resort to this untoward measure, for the sake of 
party success in elections. There is no language of 
tongue or pen that can carry a more biting sar
casm on our boasted freemen or free institutions 
than this almost unnoticed fact in our history. 

One of the acts of the first legislative session 
held in August, ]819, was to divide the Territory 
into two judicial circuits. As elsewhere stated, the 
counties of Arkansas anc1 Lawrence constituted the 
Fir'3t circuit; Pulaski, Clm'k and Hempstead Coun
t18S forming the Second. 

The judges of the Superior Courts were as
SIgned to the duties of the different circuits. At 
the first real Territorial legislature, composed of 
representatives elected by the people, the Territory 
was di vided into three judicial cireuits. The 
courts, however, for the different circuits, were all 
held at the Territorial capital. There was no cir
cuit riding, therefore. at this time. 

Judicial circuits and judges residiIJ-g therein 
were not a part of judiciary affairs until 1823. The 
judges of the First circuit from that date, with time t 
o_f_a_p_I_)_m_·n_t_ill_e~andOO"~~ Wille: T.P.E~ridg~ 
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December 10,1823; Andrew Scott, April 11, 1827; 
Sam C. Roane, April 17, 18~9 36. The list of 
prosecuting attorneys includes: "\V. B. R. Horner, 
November 1, 1823; Thomas Hubbatd, November 
5, 1828, to February 15, 1832; G. D. Royston, 
September 7, 1833;, Shelton \Yatson, October 4, 
1835; A. G. Stephenson, January 23, 1836. 

Of the Second circuit the judges were: Richard 
Searcy, December 10, 1'-,~3, and J. \,y. Bates, 
November, 1825, to 1830; while the prosecuting 
attorneys were R. C. Oden, November 1, 1823; A. 
H. Sevier, January 19, 182-1 (resigned); Sam C. 
Roane, September 26. 1826; Bennett H. l\Iartin, 
January 30, 1831; Absalom Fowler, --; D. L. 
F. Royston, July 2;), 1835; Townsend Dickin
son, November 1, 1823; A. F. 1\1ay, :l\1arch 29, 
1825 (died in office); W. H. Parrott, April 21, 
1827; S. S. Hall, August 31, 1831; J. VV. Robert
son, September 17, 1833; E. B. Ball, July 19, 
1836. 

Samuel S. Hall was judge of the Third circuit. 
serving from December, 1823, to 1836. As pros
ecuting attorneys, are found the names of T. Dick 
inson, January 10, 1823; A. D. G. Davis, June 
21, 1829; S. G. Sneed, NovPIDber 11, 1831; David 
'Valker, September 13, 1833; Thomas Johnson, 
October 4, 1835; "\r. F. Denton, January 23, ]836. 

The appointment of Charles Caldwell as judge 
of the Fourth circuit dates from December 21. 
1828; while E. T. Clark, February 13, J830; J. U. 
P. Tolleson, February 1. 1831; and \Y. K. Sebas 
tian, from January 25, J833, served as prosecnting 
attorneys. 

The Supreme Court of Arkansas has ever com 
prised among its members ilit'n of dignity, wit>(lolll 
and keen legal insight. The directory of tbef-le 
officials contains the names of ilianyof those wbosp 
reputation and influence are far more than 10ca1. 
It is as follows: 

Chief justices : Daniel Ringo, J1336; Thomas 
Johnson, 1844; George C. "Watkins. 15;-)2 (re 
signed); E. H. English, 11354 (also Confederate); 

j 
T. D. W. Yonley. 1864 (Murphy constitution); E. 
Baxter, 186J (under 1\Iurphy regime); David 
\Yalker, 188B (ousted by military); \V. \Y. \Yi1 
shire, 1868 (removed); J oha Moe!me, 1871. (re-
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moved); E. H. English, 1S7-1. Sterling R. Cock

rill is present chief justi" 


Associate jUbtices: Thomas J. Lacey, 1836; 

Townsend Dickinson, 1836; George 'Y. Paschal, 

1S--12; \V. K. Sebastian, 15--1:3; \Y. S. Oldbam. 

18-15; EdwarclCross, J';-15; 'YilliamConway, 1846; 

C. C. Scott, 18--1'3; DaviJ \Yal1..el', 18-17 and 1874; 
Thomas B. Hanley, 1'3;)l) (resigned); F. I. Batson. 
1858 (resigned); H. F. Fairchild, 1860 (died); 
Albert Pike, 1861 (also Con federate); J. J. Clen
denin, 1~66 (onsted); T. 1\1. Bowen, 1868; L. 
Gregg, 1868; J. E. Bennett, 1'371; ThI. L. Steph 
enson, 1872; E. J. Searle, ]Si2; \Y. 1\1. Harrison, 
187-:1:; J. T. Bearden, 1SI-:I: (appointed) ; Jesse 
Turner, 1878; J. R. Eakin, 1818; \V. ,Yo Smith, 
]882 i B. B. Battle, 1885, re elected. By law 
three additional judges were elected April 2, 1889: 
Simon B. Hughes, \Y. E. Hemingway and :l\Iont. 
H. Sanuels. 

Reporters: Albert Pike, N. 'V. Cox, E. H. 
Eng}i!->h. J. ]\1. Moore, L. E. Barber, B. D. Turner 
and \V. 'V. 1\Iansfield (present incumbent). 

CIE'rks: H. Haralson, L. E. Barber, N. \V. Cox, 
and \\~. P. Campbell (in office). 

Special chief justices: \Villiam Story, F. W. 
ComptoIl, J. L. Witherspoon, S. H. Hempstead~ 
C. B. l\Ioore, Thomas Johnson, R. A. Howard~ 

George A. Gallagher, B. B. Battle, Sam \r. 'Vill 
iams, A. B. \Yilliams, G. N Cousin, Isaac Strain~ 
N. Haggard, Edward Cross. It, C. S. Brown, L. 
A.. Pindall, Sam C. Roane, George Conway, Sack
field l\lacklinin, John \Vhytock, C. C. Farrelley, 
\V. W. Smith, \Y. I. 'Yarwick~ B. B. 1\10rse, B. 
D. Turner. George \Y. Caruth, S. H. Harring 
ton. 

In this liRt are the names of nearly all early 
iliembers of the Arkansas bar. Commencing here 
as young attorneys in their profession, lllany of 
them havp left illustrious nR.me5-names that adorn 
the history of the State and Nat ion, and time 
will not dim nor change the' exalted esteem now 
given them. Not one of them but that was an ex 
ample of that wonderful versatility of American 
genius-the young lawyer becoming great in the 
practice of his profession in the wila wooa; or CE'l 

ebrated on the bench for decisions that came to the 
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world like beacon lights from the unknown land; 
or as senators holding civilized. people spell bound 
by their wisdom and eloquence; anrl all, at all times, 
listening for their country's call to playas con 
spicuous a part in camp and field as they harl in 
the walks of civil life. To undertake all these 
things is not wonderful with a people so cosmopol
itan as those of the west, but to be pre eminent in 
each or all alike is most remarkable. 

Of this brilliant galaxy of pioneer legal lights 
-giants indeed-there now remain as a connect
ing link with the present generation only the ven
erable Gen. Albert Pike, of \Vashington City, and 
Judge Jesse Turner, of Van Buren. 

Writing in a reminiscent way of the bench and 
bar, Albert Pike says: ,. \Yhen I came to the bar 
there were vVilliam Cummins, Absalom Fowler, 
Daniel Ringo, Chester Ashley, and Samnel Hall, 
at Little Rock. I served on a jury in 183-1 where 
Robert Crittenden was an attorney in the case; the 
judge was Benjamin Johnson, who died in Decem 
bel', 1834, at Vicksburg. Parrott and Oden died 
before I went to Little Rock. Judge William 
Trimble was an old member of the bar when I en 
tered it, as was CoL Horner, of Helena. Thomas 
B. Hanley had recently come to Helena from Louis 
iana. I think ~Iaj. Thomas Hubbard and George 
Conway were practicing at \Vashington in 1835. 
Judge Andrew Scott had been Territorial judge, but 
retired and lived in Pope County. Frederick W. 
Trapnall and John \V. Cocke came from Kentucky 
to Little Rock in 1836, and also William C. Scott 
and hi;:;, partner, Blanchard. I think Samuel H. 
Hempstead and John J. Clendenin came in 1836. 
John B. Floyd lived and practiced law in Chicot 
County.)' Gen. Pike further mentions ,Judge David 
\Valker, John Linton, Judges Hoge and Sneed, 
John 1\1. \Vilson, Alfrpd 'Y. 'Wilson, Archibald 
Yell. Judge Fowler, Judge Richard C. S. Bro\yn, 
Bennett H, Martin, :Philander Little, Jessp Turner 
and Sam \V. \Yilliams as among the eminent law 
yers or the eady courts of AI'kansas. 

The list of those who have occupied positions 
as circuit judgE'S and prosecuting attorneys in the 
various circuits, will be found of equal interest 
with the names mentioned in connection with a 
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higher tribunal. It is as below, the date affixed 
indicating the beginning of the term of service: 

Judges of the First circuit: "V. K. Sebastian, 
November 19, 1840; J. C. P. Tolleson, February 
8,18-13; John T. Jones, December 2,1842; MarkW. 
Alexander, ---; George W_ Beasley, September 
8, 185(); C. \V. Adams, November 2, 1852; Thomas 
B. Hanley, ~--; E. C. Bronough, August 25, 
1858; O. H. Oates, March 3, 1859; E_ C. Bronough, 
August 23, 1860; Jesse M:. Houks, September 17, 
1865; John E. Bennett, JUly 23, 1868; C. C. \Yat
ers, February 23, 1871; M. L, Stephenson, March 
24, 1871; \V. H. H. Clayton, March 10, 1873; J. 
N. Cypert, October 31, 1874; 1\1. T. Saunders, 
October 30, 1882. Prosecuting attorneys: W. S. 
1\losley, November 14, 18-10; A. J. Greer, Novem
ber 9, 1841; S. S. Tucker, January 20, 1840; 
Alonzo Thomas, August 5, 1842; \Y. N_ Stanton, 
December 2, 1842; N. M. Foster, December 4, 
1843; A. H. Ringo, March 2, 1849; H. A. Bad
ham, March 12, 1851; L. L. Mack, September 
6, 1855; S. \V. Childress, August 30, 1856; I-,in
coIn Feathel'stone, Augu~t 23, ISBO; Z. P. H Fan, 
December 1, 1862; B. C. Brown, January 7, 1865; 
P. O. Thweat, October 15, 1866; C. B. Fitzpatrick, 
March 16, 1871: ,V. H. H. Clayton, March 23, 
1871; Eugene Stephenson, April 23, 1873; C. A. 
Otey, October 31, Ib74; D. D. Leach, October 13, 
1876; P. D. 'McCulloch (three terms); Greenfield 
Quarles, October 30, 1884; S. Brundridge, October 
30, 188B. 

Judges of the Second circuit: Isaac Baker, 
November 23, 1840; John C. :Murray, August 18, 
1831; W. H. Sutton, January 11, 1845; John C. 
Murray, August 22, 1858; Josiah Gould, Febru
ary 26, 1849; W. M. Harrison, May 17, 1865; 
T. F. Sorrells, August 22, 1853; W. C. Hazeldine, 
April 14, 1871; J. F. Lowery, December 12, 
1863; L. L. Mack, October 31, 1874; \Villiam 
Story, July 23, 1868; \V. F _Henderson. April 26, 
187-4:; J. G. Frierson, October 31, 1882; ,Yo A. 
Case, vice Frierson, deceased, March 17, 1884, 
elected September 1, 1834; J. E. Riddick, Oc
tober 30, 18g6. Prosecuting attorneys: John S. 
Roane, November 15, 1840; Samuel Wooly, Sep 
tember It), 1842; J. ,Yo Bocage, November 20, 
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1843; S. B. Jones, April 20, 1846; T. F. Sorrells, 
February 26, 184:9; W. P. &rac8, August 22, 
1853; S. F. Arnett, August 23, 183G; D. \V. 
Carroll, August 30, 1860; C. O. Godden, May 17, 
1865; \V. F. Slemmons, October 15, l8GG; D. 
D. Leach, December 16, 1868; R. H. Black, May 
6, 1873; J. E. Riddick, October 13, 1876; \V. A. 
Cate, October 14, 1878; E. F. Brown, May 5, 
1870; VY. B. Edrington (four terms), October 30, 
1880; J. D. Block, October, 1888. 

Judges of the Third circuit: Thomas Johnson, 
November 13, 1840; William Conway, November 
15, 1844; W. C. Scott, December 11, 184:6; R. 
H. Nealy, February 28,1851; W. C. Bevins, August 
23, 1856; \Y. R. Cain, August 23, 1860; L. L. 
Mack, March 15, 1866; Elisha Baxter, July 23, 
1868: James W. Butler, March 10, 1873; William 
Byers, October 30, 1874; R. H. Powell (three 
terms), October 30, 1882; J. \V. Butler, 1\1ay, 1887. 
Prosecuting attorneys: N. Haggard, November 30, 
1840; S. S. Tucker, January 20, 1842; S. H. 
Hempstead, February, 1842; A. R. Porter, Dec8w
ber 2,1842; S. C. -Walker, December 2,1846; J. H. 
Byers, March 5, 18--19; \V. K. Patterson, August 
30, 1856; F. W. Desha, August 30, 1860; L. L. 
Mack, July 8, 1861; T. J. Ratcliff, July 9, 1863; 
M. D. Baber, October 15, 1866; \V. A. Inman, 
December 8, 18G8; J. L. Abernathy, October 31, 
1874; Charles Ooffin, October 14, 1878; M. N. 
Dyer (two terms), October 30, 1882; \Y. B. Padgett, 
October 30, 1886; J. L. Abernathy. October, 1888. 

Judges of the Fourth circuit: J. ]\1. Hoge, 
November 13, 1840; S. G. 8need, November ]8, 
1844; A. B. Greenwood, 1\larch:-3, 1851; F. I. 
Batson, August 20, 1853; J. M. \filson, Febru 
ary 21, 1859; J. J. Green, August 23, 18GO; Y. 
B. Sheppard, May 9, 1863; Thomas Boles, 
August 3, 1865; \r. N. I\Iay, ApI'il 24, 1808; 
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M. L. Stephenson, July 23, 1868; C. B. Fitz

patrick, March 23, 1871; J. Huckleberry, April 

10, 1872; J. M. Pittman, October 31, 187--1; J. H. 

Berry, October 21, 1878; J. 1\1. Pittman (three 

terms), October 31, 1882. Prosecuting attorneys: 

Alfred M. ,Vilson, November 13, 1840; A. B. 

Greenwood. January --1, 1S-10; H. F. Thomasson, 


, 
 September 6, 1853; Lafayette GI'egg, August 23, 
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1830; B. J. Brown, December 1, 1862; J. E. 
Cravens, January 7, 1865; Squire Boon, October 
15, 1866; Elias Harrell, August 11, 1868; S. ,V. 
Peel, April 26, 1873; E. 1. Stirman, October 13, 
1876; H. A. Dinsmore (three terms), October 14, 
1878; J. Frank -Wilson, October 30, 1884; J. \V. 
Walker, October 30, 1866; S. 1\1. Johnson. Octo 
bel' 30, 1888. 

Judges of the Fifth circuit: J. J. Clendenin, 
December 28, 1840; W. H. Field, December 24, 
1846; J. J. Olendenin, September 6, 1854; Liberty 
Bartlett, November 12,1854:; E. D. Ham, July ~3, 
1868; Benton J. Brown, September 30, 1874; \Y. 
W. Mansfield, October 31, 187.1; Thomas \V. 
Pound, September 9, 1878; ,V. D. J acoway, Oc
tober 31, 1878; G. S. Cunningham (three tE'rms), 
October 31, 1882. Prosecuting attorneys: R. \Y. 
Johnson, December 29, 18--10; George O. ,Yatkins, 
January 11, 1845; J. J. Clendenin, February 17, 
1849, to 185-1; J. L. Hollowell, September 8, 1858, 
to 1860; Sam "V. 'Villiams, May 10, 1860; Pleas
ant Jordan, September 7, 1861; Sam W. \Yilliams, 
July 6, 1803; John ,Ybytock, December 19, 1865; 
R. H. Dedman, October 15, 1866; N. J. Temple, 
August 15, 1868; Arf'h Young, August 24, 1872; 
Thomas Barnes, April 23, lS73; J. P. Byers, Oc
tober 31, 1873; A. S. McKennon, October 14, 
1878; J. G. ~Vallace (two terms), October 31, 
1882; H. S. Cartel', October 30, 1886. 

Sixth circuit-judges: 'William Conway, De
cember 19, 1840; John Field, February 3, 1&43; 
George Conway, August 1, 184--1; John Quillin, 
1\1arl"h 2, 18-19; Thomas Hubbanl, August 22, 
1~5--1; A. B. Smith, February 7, 1830; Shelton \Yat 
son, September 26, 1858; Len B. Green, April 3, 
1838; A. B. \Yilliams, January 28, 1865; J. T. 
Elliott, October 2, 1805; J. J. Clendenin, October 
31, lS7--1; J. \V. l\Iartin. October 31, 1878; F. T. 
Vaughan, October B1, 1882; J. \f. 1\lartin, Octo 
ber 30, 18~G. Prosecuting attorneys: G. D. Roys
ton, November 1], 18--10; O. F. Rainy. June 12, 
1<S--13; Isaac T. Tupper, January 18, 1844; A. \Y. 
Blevins, January 11, 1847; E. A. \Varner, 1\larch 
3, 1851; Orville Jennings, August 23, 1833; E. 
'Y. Gantt, August 22, 185-1; James K. Young, 
August 30, l~()O; Robert Carrigan, September 13, 
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1865; J. F. Ritchie, October 15, 1866; T. B. Gib 
son, January 11,1868; Charles C. Reid, Jr., April 
30, 1871; F. T. Vaugban, September 18. 1~7(); 
T. C. Trimble, September 30, 1878; F. T. V dughan, 
September 30, 1880; T. C. Trimble, Octoher 31, 
1882; R. J. Lea, October 30,1884; Grav Carroll. 
October 30, 18B6; R. J. Lea, October :-m, 1~~g. 

Seventh circuit-jlldges: R. C. S. Brown, 1840; 
'.V. '.V. Floyd, November 30, 18J6. (December 
20, 18J9, the State was re districted into six cir
cuits. Hence this was abolished for the time.) 
William Byers, July 8, 1861; R. H. Powell, 1Uay 
11, 1866; John vVhytock, July 2:3, 1868; J. J. 
Clendenin, May 29, ]874; Jabez ~I. Smith, Oc 
tob'er 31, 187J; J, P. Henderson (three terms), Oc 
tober 31, 1882. Prosecuting attorneys: John ThI. 
,Yilson, November 20, 1840; J. M. Tebbetts, De 
cember 5, 1844:; Elisha Baxter, December 7, 1861; 
W. B. Padgett, August 29, 1865; ,V. R. Cooely. 
October 15, 1866; E. W. Gantt, July 31, 1568; 
J. 1\1. Harrell, ~Iay 5, 1873; M. J. Hendel'son, 
October 31, 1874; James B. 'Vooel, October 14. 
18'18; J. P. Henderson (three terms), October 31, 
1882; W. H. 1\lartin, October 30, 1888. 

Eighth circuit-judges: C. C. Scott, December 
2, 1846; \Villiam Davis, July 3, 1848 (abolished 
December 20, 18M!); James D. ,Valker, July 25, 
1861; Elias Harrell, l\lay 8, 1865; ,Villiam Story. 
March 27, 186'1; E. J. Earle, July 23',1868; T. G. 
T. Steele, February 23, 1873; L. J. Joyner, Octo 
bel' 31, 1874:; H. B. Stuart, October 31, 187Co); 
R. D. Hearn, October 30, 1886. Prosecuting attor 
neys: Richard Lyons, February 5,1847; N. W. Pat 
terson, October 25, 1 ~65; C. G. Reagan. J annary 
7, 1865; J. C. Pratt, July 23, 1868; T. M. Gnn
ter, October 15, 1866; Duane Thompson. January 
4, 1874; George A. Kingston, July 2G. 1~71; J. 
D. ~IcOabe, October 31, 1874:; J. H. Howard, April 
26, 1873; Rufus D. Hearn (three terms), July 6, 
187-:1; Lafayette Gregg, November 13, 1S62; 'Y. 
M. Green (three terms), October 30, IB84. 

Ninth circuit-jmlges: H. B. f)tuart, Novem 
bel' 28, 1862; ,V. N. Hargrave, --, 1865; E. J. 
Searle, FebrnarY'25, 1867; G. \Y. McCowan. July 
23, 1868; J. T. Elliott, April 26, 1873; J. K. Young, 
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L. A. Byrne, November 4, 1884:; A. B. \Villiams, 
vice Mitchell, resigned, September 10,1884; C. E. 
}\Iitcbell, October 30, 1886. Prosecuting attorneys: 
A. J'. Temple, July 8, 18tH; A. T Craycraft, 
January 7, 1'-)65; E. J. f)earle, February 19,1866; 
R. U. Parker, October 13, 18()6; N. J. Temple, 
January 20, 1gf}7; J. R. Page, J nuuary U, 18f}9; 
J. ThI. Bradley, April 26, 1873; Dan W. Jones, 
October :31, 187J; B. ,Yo Johnson, October 13, 
11376; J obn Cook. October 14, 1880; T. F. \Veb
bel' (foul' terms), Odobel' 31, 1882. 

Judges of the Tenth circuit: H. P. lUorse, 
July 23, IB68; D. W Carroll, October 28, ]874; 
T. F. Sorrells, October 31, 1874; J. M. Bradley, 
October 30, 1882; C. D. Wood. Odober 30. 1886. 
Prosecuting attorneys: J. McL. Barton, :1\1arch 
29, 1869; H. King 'White, April 20, 1871; }\i. ~Ic

Gehee, April 29, 1873; J. C. Barrow, October 31, 
1874:; C. D. 'Voods, October 30, 1882; 1\1. L. 
Hawkins, vice ,roods, October 10, 1886; R. C. 
FuHAr, October 30, 1888. 

Eleventh circuit-judges: J. 'Y. Fox, April 
30, 1873; H. N. Hutton, July 24, 1874; John A. 
,Villiams, October 3], 1874; X. J. Pindall, Octo 
ber 31, 18'18; J. A. \Vilhams (two terms), October 
30,1882. Prosecuting attorneys' H. 1\:1. McVeigh, 
April2(), 1873; Z. L. WIse, October 31, 1874; T. 
B. Martin, October 10, 1878; J. M. Elliott (five 
terms), October 10, 1880. 

Twelfth circuit-judges: P. C. Dooley, April 
26, 1873; J. H. Rogers, April 20, 1877; R. B. 
Rutherford, October 2, 1882; John S. Little, Octo
bel' 20,1 S86. Prosecuting attorneys: D. D. Leach, 
April 26, 1873; John S. Little (thref' terms), April 
2, IS77; A. C. Lewers (two terms), September 20, 
1884; J. B. McDonough, October 30, 188f:S. 

Thil,teenth circuit judges: lVI. D. Kent, April 
2G. 1873; B. F. Askew, October 30, 1882; C. W. 
Smith, October 30. 1886. Prosecuting attorneys: 
~W. C. Langford, April 28, 1873; ,Yo F. Wallace, 
June 5, 1883; H. P. Snead (three terms), Octo
bel' 30, 1884. 

Fourteenth circuit judges: George A. King
ston, April 26, 1873; R. H. Powell, May, 1887. 
Prosecuting attorneys: Duane Thompson, April t 
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L. D. Belden was appointed judge of the Fif September 21, 1873; V. B. Shepard, April 30, 
teentb circuit April 26, If:ia, the prosecuting at 1b74. 
torney being G. G. Lotta, electe<l April 23, It573, By an act of April IG, 1573, the State was di

Sixteenth circuit-judge: Elisha Mears, April vided into sixteen judicial circuits, but two years 

26, 1873. Prosecuting attorneys: H. N. 'Withers, later a reduction to eleven in number was made. 

THE LATE CIVIL 'VAR-ANALYTICAL VIE,y OF TIlE TROUBLOU., TDIES-PASS.\GE OF THE ORDINANCE OF 


SECESSION-THE CALL TO ~\R}IS-THE Fm'3T TROOPS TO 'l'AKE THE FIELD-INYASION OF THE STATE 


BY THE FEDERAL ~\..IDIY-~KETCIlE~ OF THE REGDIENT;:'-~AMES OF OFFICERS OUTLINE OF 


FIELD OPEIU.TIONS-CLAIBOUR~E AND YELL-EXTRACTS FROU PRIVATE nIEZlIO


nA~DA-EvAC"c"ATlON OF THE STATE-RE-OCCUP.\TIO~-THE 'WAR OF 1812

THE MEXICAN 'W"AR-STANDARD OF A}IERICAN GENERALSHIP. 


The cannon's hush'd] nor drum nor clarion sound; 
Helmet and hauberk gleam upon the ground; 
Hor-;emen and horse lie weltering' ln their gore; 
Patriots are dead, aud heroes nare no more; 
While solemnly the moonlight shrouds the plain, 
Ancllight:i the lurid features of the slain.-lilolltfjomery. 

RKANSAS was not among some way the vexed question of slavery, and then 
the States that may be call voting a recess of the convention. \Yhen this 
ed leaders in inaugurating re-assemblecl war was upon the country, and the 
the late war. It only pass ordinance of secession was passed, only, however, 

t ed a secession ordinance after full discussion, pro and con. There was 
~~~~=~p~ :Jlay 6, 18(31, nearly a but one vote against secession finally, and that was 

.. f :J'~ month after hostilities had given by Isaac l\Iurphy-aftenvard the military 
commenceJ, and Lincoln had issued governor of Arkansas. 
his call for 73,000 ninety-clay troops Local authorities received instructions to arm 
,. to put down the rebellion." The re· and equip forty regiment", of State troops. The 
luctance with which the State finally ruling lllintls of the State were averse to war, 
joined its sister States is manifested and resisted it until they were forced into the po 
by the almost unanimous refusal of sition of siding with their neighbors or with the 
the State convention, which met in Union cause. In the South, as in the North, 
March, 1861 the day Lincoln was in there were inconside:rate hot beads, who simply 

augurated ano. nearly r..nanimously voted down wanted war for war's sake-full of false pretexts, 

j 
secession and passed a series of conservative reso1u- but eager for war with or without a pretext. These 
tions, l~oking to a national convention to settle in extremists of each party were, unconsciously, per

~'-r------~--------
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haps, but in fact, the two blades of the pair of 
scissors, to cut asunder thp ties of the Union of 
States. Slavery, possibly not dirE'ctly the cause of 
the war, was the handiest prE'text seized upon at 
the time, with such disastrous results. In the dis 
pensations of heaven, had the fanatics of the North 
and the fire eaters of the South hE'en hung across 
the clothes line, as a boy sometimes hangs cats, 
and left in holy peace to fight it out, what a bless
ing for mankind it would have been! 

The history of the late war cannot yet be writ
ten. Its most profound effects are not yet evolved. 
The actual fighting ceased nearly a generation ago, 
and the cruel strife is spoken of as over. It is the 
effects that true history observes. The chronicler 
records the dates and statistics, and files these 
away for the future hi~torian. It is highly prob
able that there is no similar period in history 
where the truth will be so distorted as by him 
who tells" the story of the war. " 

Anyone can begin to sep that there are many 
things now that were unknown before the war. 
Great changes are still being workpd out, and 
whether or not yet gl"f~ater ones are to come, no olle 
knows. The abolitionists thirty years ago hated 
the slave owners,-the slave holJers loved slavery. 
The former thought to forever end slavery on this 
continent by liberating the slaves, and now the 
once alarmed slave owner has discovered that the 
great benefits of the abolition of slavpry have been 
to the whites far more than to the blackf.;. 

Therp is little itlea of what the real historian 
one hundred years from now will oe compelled to 
say of these ., blessed times. " He will most prob 
ably smile in pity upon all this self laudation and 
wild boast. If men could have known the effects 
to follow in all the important movements of peo 
pIes, it is highly probable there would have lJepn 110 

civil war. Those who "sectionally hated" may 
sleep quietly in thpir graves, becau~e they died 
unconscious as to whether their supposed blood.y 
revenge, driven hurtling at the enemy, was a bullet 

or a boomerang. 
The Southern indivir1ual may look with f'nvy to 

ern 
the pension funa now being poured ont in North 

States, while, instead of this, he should only 

remember that the Southern soldier is making his 
way unaided in the wodd. It bhould not be for 
gotten that the rapid development of the South is 
sadly in want of the constant labor of thousands of 
immigrants, awl that the New South i;, just entering 
upon a period of surprising and unexampled pros
perity, which certainly must continue. 

In Arkansas, as in Illinois, when Fort Sumter 
was fired on, instantly there was a storm of excite
ment to "let slip the dogs of war." Action took 
the place of argument, The best men in the com
munity, those who had 80 long talked and pleaded 
against war, closed their mouths, and with sore 
hearts turned their eyes away from the sad outlook. 
The young and the inconsiderate seized the power 
to rule, and (though they knew it not) to ruin. 
Bells were rung, drums were beaten, and fifes made 
strident martial music, and people rushed into the 
streets. Open air meetings for the Confederate 
cause gathered, and songs and speeches inflamed 
the wildest passions of men. Poor men! they 
little reeked the cruel fate into which they were 
plunging their country not only themselves, but 
generations to come. A fifel' and drummer march
ing along the streets, making harsh and discordant 
noises, were soon followed by crowds of men, 
women and children. VolunteerR were called for 
by embryo captains, and from these crowds were 
soon recruited squads to be crystallized into armies 
with heavy tramp and fl.) ing banners-the noisy 
prologue to one of the bloodiest tragedies on which 
time has ever rung up the curtain. 

The first official action of the State was that 
authorizing the raising and equipping of seyen 
regiments. These were soon ready to report with 
full runks. Seven regiments! Even after the 
war was well on foot, men were forming companies 
in hot haste, in fear that before they could reach 
the field of action the war would be over. And 
after they were mustered in and at their respective 
rendezvous, without uniforms and with sticks for 
guns. learning the rudiments of drill, they were 
restless, troubled seriously with the fear that they 
would never see or feel the glory of battle. The 
youths of the State had rushed to the recl'uitiIlg sta
tions with the eager thoughtlessness with which 

t 
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they would have put down their names for picnic, 
hunting or fishing expeditious, and the wild delights 
of a season of camp life. Perhaps to some came 
indistinct ideas of winning glory on the field and a 
triumphant return home, to be met by the happy 
smiles of a people saved when the bells would 
ring and flowers be strewn in the highway. 

The seven regiments first authorized by the 
military board (the board consisting of the gov
ernor, 001. Sam "\V. "Williams and 001. B. O. Tot
ten) bad hardly been formed when more soldiers 
were wanted. Ten additional regiments were 
authorized, and of the ten seven were recruited 
and organized. Fourteen infantry regiments be 
sides the cavaIry and artillery had bl'>eu a strong 
demand on the people, but the calls for men were 
increased. By voluntary enllstments twenty-one 
infantry regiments were finally in the field. In 
eluding cavalry and artillery, Arkansas had about 
25,000 volunteer soldiery. 

Then came the l'emorseless eonscription. The 
glamoUl' of soldiering was now all gone. Ragged, 
hungry, wounded and worn with hard marches, 
men had sufferen. the touch of the hand of the 
angel of destruction. The relentless conscripting 
went on. The number of yea.l's before old age 
exempted was lengthened, amI the age of youth 
exempting was Sh01 tened, until as said by Gen. 
Grant) they were "robbing the cradle and the 
grave" to recruit their decimated ranks iu the 

army. 
There are no records now by which can be told 

the number of meD Arkansas had in the Uonfeder
ate army, but it is supposed by those best informed 
to haY'e had nearly -to,000. In addition to this the 
State furnisheJ soldiers to the Union army. In 
the history of wars it is doubtful if there is anything 
to exceed this in the heroic sacrifices of any people. 

The original seven regiments were authorized 
as the first exuberant war expression of the Stato. 
They were State troops, armed and equipped by 
the State; but the fact is that the poorest men went 
into the army at their individual expense and armed 
and eqnippeu themselves. This was tbf' rule not 
by men on~y who were fighting for thf'ir slave 
property, but largely by meu who hau never owned 

or expected to own a slave. ·When the Union army 
under Gen. CuTtis was bearing down to invade Ar 
kansas, ten more regiments were authorized and 
responded to this call, and seven additional regi
ments were raised and mustered into the State's 
service. 

A military board had been provided for, con 
sisting of three men, the governor and two advis
ors, who had a general supervision in organizing 
and equipping the army. 

The first regiment raised in the State is known 
as the Pat Cleburne regiment. Patrick A. Cleburne, 
colonel, was soon made a general, and took his 
brigade east of the Mississippi River. The gal 
lant and dashing leader was killed in the battle of 
Franklin, November 30, 1864. At the first call 
to arms he raised a company and named it the Yell 
RifieB, of which he was first captain, and on the 
formation of the first regiment be became colonel, 
rising up ann. up by rapid promotions to a major
generalship. 

The names of Yell and Pat Cleburne are en
twined closely in the hearts of the people of Arkan
sas. Yell was killed at the bloody battle of Buena 
Vista, Mexico, at the head of his charging column. 
The military lives and deaths of the two men were 
mucb alike. Their names and fames are secure in 
history. There is a touch of romance about Pat 
Cleburne's life in Arkansas. A Tipperary boy, of 
an excellent family 1 bOl'n in 1828, he had, when not 
more than six.teen years of. age, joined the English 
army, where he was for more than a year before his 
whereabouts became known. Hi~ friends secured 
his release from the army, when he at once bade 
adieu to his native land and sailed for America. 
Stopping in 18--19, a short tille in Oincinnati, be 
was for a while a drug clerk. In 1859 he came 
to Helena, Ark., and engaged here also as a pre
scription clerk, in the meantime reading law i he 
was made a licensed attorney in 1856. In the 
bIoolly street affray soon after, betwe~m Hindman 
and Dorsey Rice, he was drawn into the fracas and 
was shot through the body by a brother of Rice's, 
who carne upon the grounn. during the melee. The 
latter noticed the enconnter, and seeing that Cle
burne stood at one side, pistol ill. hand, fired, On 
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turning to see who had shot him, Oleburne saw 
James lVlarriott, a brother-in-law of Dorsey Rice, 
with pistol in hand, and under the mistake that 
he was the assailant, shot him dead. Oleburne 
lingered a long time from his wound but finally 
recovered. 

In the yellow fever scourge in Helena, in 1855, 
he was at one time about the only well person re
maining to care for the sick and dying. He was a 
stl'let member of the church and for some years a 

vestryman in St. John.'s Episcopal Ohurch, Helena. 
He was engaged to wed :Miss Tarleton, of Mobile, 
when he fell upon the battle field, and the dead 
soldier lay upon the ground, with his arms folded 
over his breast, as if even in death he would pro
tect the sacred tokens of love that he wore next his 
heart. 

The military board elected two brigadier gen
erals- James Yell and N. B. Pierce. The latter 
was sent to Northwestern Arkansas, where was 
fought the first battle on Arkansas soil-Pea Ridge, 
or as it is bptter known in the South, Elkhorn. 
This was a severe engagement, and a decisive one. 

There is yet some confusion in referring to the 
respective numbers of the Arkansas regiments. 
Gen. Pierce, supposing he had full power, gave 
numbers Third, Fonrth and Fifth to what the 
board, the proper alld only authority, designated 
as numbers Second, Third and Fourth. The fol
lowing shows the board's lJUmbering and names 
of the colonels: 

First, 001. P. H. Oleburne; Second, Col. 
Gratiot; Third, Col. Dockery; Fourth, 001. Davis 
'.Valkerj Fifth, Col. D. O. Oross; Sixth, 001. Lyon; 
Seventh, Col. Shaver; Eighth, Col. ,V. K. Patter
son; Ninth, Col. John Roane; Tenth, Col. T. D. 
:l\Ierrick; Eleventh, 001. J abez M. Smith; Twelfth, 
Col. E. W. Gantt; Thirteenth, 001. J. O. Tappan; 
Fourteellth, Col. '.V. C. l\litchell, (never com 
pleted); Fifteenth, Col. Dawson; Seventeenth, 001. 
G. ",Y. Lamar, Lieut. -001. Sam '.V. ",Villiams. 

In the scraps of records now to be found there 
are mentioned as the different arms in the Oonfed 
erate fiervice of Arkansas men, in aclLlition to those 

j 
above given. the following: Light artillery, Hill's; 
batteries, Blocher's, Brown's, Etter's, Hughey's, 

,.. 


Marshall' Band '.Vest's; cavalry battalions, Chris
man's, Orawford's, Hill's, "\Vitherspoon's; detached 
companies, Brown's, Coarser's, Desha's, Ranger's, 
Fitzwilliam's, Miller' 8 and Palmer's; regiments, 
Carroll's, Dobbins', Newton's; infantry, regiments 
from one to thirty nine, inclusive. 

Four regiments of infantry of Federal recruits 
were raised in Arkansas, the First commanded by 
Col. M. La Rue Harrison; the Fourth by Elisha 
Baxter. The First Arkansas Light Artillery was 
150 strong. The Arkansas Infantry Brigade was 
under command of Col. James M. True. August 
5, 1863, Adj't Gen. Thomas made a trip to the 
Southwest for the purpose of gathering in all the 
negroes possible by scouting bands, and to enlist 
the able bodied men. The First Arkansas Battery 
was commanded by Oapt. Dent D. Stark, and the 
First Arkansas Cavalry by ~laj. J. J. Johnson. 
The Second Arkansas Cavalry is mentioned. 
Lieut. -001. E. J. Searle, authorized to raise the 
Third Arkansas Cavalry, reported 400 strong. 
The Fourth Arkansas Oavalry comprisep. nine 
companies, commanded by Capt. W. A. Martin. 

The Second and Thil'd Arkansas colored in· 
fantry regiments are mentioned, in addition to the 
Second and Third white regiments. 

In the spring of 18G1, the Richmond govern
ment authorized 001. T. B. Flournoy to raise a reg 
illent. It was collected in and about Little Rock 
and Col. Fagan was eleC'ted commander. This 
command went to Virginia. Gen. Churchill organ
ized the first regiment of cavalry, with rendezvous 
at Little Rock. Gen. T. C. Hindman organized 
Hindman's Legion. It consisted of infantry and 
cavalry and had fifteen companies. He took his 
command east of the river. Under the direction of 
the military board 001. Rosey Carroll's regiment 
of cavalry was raised. The Secontl Arkansas Reg 
iment of Mounted Infantry was mllstered at Osage 
Springs, by 001. Danclriclge McRea. James l\lcIn
tosh became colonel and Capt. H. H. Brown, major. 
J. P. Eagle was first liputenant-colonel and after
ward colonel. Col. McIntosh was lrilled at Pea 
Ridge, but had been promoted a brigadier general 
a few days before his death. 

The absence of war archives from the 
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the most of them that were preserved until after 
the war being now in 'Yashington, and the pas'l
ing away of so many of the prominent participants, 
and a common fault of human memory, make it 
well-nigh impossible to gather for permanent form 
any satisfactory roster of the different Oonfederate 
commands or the mde!' of their organization. No 
Arkansan so far, which is much to be regretted, 
has attempted to write a history of the State in 
the civil struggle. 

Gov. J. P. Eagle happened to keep dupli 
cates of certain reports he made while in the ser
vice, and discovered them recently whpre they had 
been laid away and forgotten among old papers. 
Fortunately when he made the reports the idea 
occurred to him to keep a copy for himself. that 
some day he might look OV8r them and be inter
ested. 

" This is a list of the killed and wounded in my 
regiment," he remarked, "the Second Arkansas, 
from :May 8 to August 31, 186.!, and the other is a 
report of the same from November 26, 18o.!, to 
March 21, 1865." 

The Second Arkansas at the beginning of the 
war was a mounted regiment, commanded by Col. 
James :McIntosh. It was dismounted early in the 
conflict. 001. McIntosh was promoted to the rank 
of brigadier-general in the spring of 1862. He 
led his brigade bravely into the heaviest fighting 
at the battle of Elkhorn (Pea Ridge), where he 
was killed. He was succeeded by 001. Embry, 
who was soon after succeeded by 001. Flannagin, 
afterwards the " ,Yar Governor" of Arkansas. 
Flannagin was succeeded by 001. James ,Yilliam
son, who lost a leg at the battle of Resaca, Ga., 
May 14, 1864. Col. J. T. Smith then became 
colonel. He was killed July 28 following, in the 
fight at Lick Skillet Road, and J. P. Eagle, now 
governor of Arkansas, became colonel. 001. 
Eagle had been wounded at Moore' 8 1\Iills, and at 
the time of his promotion was not with the famous 
regiment. He remained in command until the 
regiment was consolidated with other regiments 
and the whole formed into one regiment, with Col. 
H. G. Bunn commanding. Gov. Eagle became 

~~tenant_COlonel and George \Yells, major. 

The battle of Elkhorn checked the advance of 
Curtis' army into Arkansas, and the Federals re
mained hovering in the southwest of 1\1is80ur1 and 
northwest of Arkansas for some time. Immedi 
ately after the fight Van Darn's forces were with
drawn and taken east of the Mississippi to resist 
the Federal adyunce down the river to Virksburg. 
Gen. T. C. Hindman returned and took command 
of the OonfederatE's in Arkansas and established 
headquarters at Little Rock and slightly fortified 
the place. 

Gen. Ourtis then moveu with the Federal army 
down the valley of 'Yhite River, acting in con 
junction with the river fleet, and when he reached 
Cotton Plant a flank attack was made on his army 
and the battle of Cotton Plant was fought. The 
Confed81'ates were repulsed, and Curtis moved on 
and took possession of Helena, the Confederates 
retiring. Northern and Northeastern Arkansas 
were then in the possession of the Union army. 
The Federals were in the possession of the 1\1issis
sippi down to a point just above Vicksburg. The 
Confederates made a futile effort to re-capture 
Helena, July J, 1803, but heavy rains, swollen 
streams and impassable roads thwal'ted every 
move. 

June 2, 1862, Gov. Rector issued the following: 

"It being essential that but one military organization 
8hall eAist within the Trans-Mississippi department, all 
Arkansas troops are hereby transferred to the Confeder
ate service." (Signed) H. 1\1, RECTOR, 

Gov. & PI est. Mil. Board. 

The authorities at Richmond, as well as in the 
Trans-Mississippi district, were anxiously awaiting 
news of the war steamer, "Arkansas," then build
ing up the mouth of Red River. June 2, 1862, 
she steamed out of that river and passed the fleet 
guarding the river for the purpose of capturing the 
rebel f'teamer. The attempt and Sl1ccess in run 
ning the fiery gauntlet was one of the most exciting 
scenes ever witnessed on western rivers. Proudly 
the vessel kept on her course, sending volleys into 
every vessel to the right and left, and at nearly 
every turn of her wheels encountering new enemies. 
A Federal surgeon of the Union fleet said that 
wonderful trip of the "Arkansas" reminded him t 

~F 
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of th(3 Irishman's advice on going into the" free I co operate with Gen. lHcOlernand on AI·kansas 
fight" -" wherever you see a head hit it." The 
Confederate reports say two Foderal gun-boats 
were captured and others disabled. 

August 7, following, the "Arkansas," when five 
miles above Baton Rouge on her way down the 
rivpr, again. encountered Federal gun~boats. Her 
machinery being disabled, after she had fought 
long and well, her crew "blew her up, and all 
escaped. " 

January 3, 1863 Gen. J. M. Schofield wrote to 
Gen. Curtis, from Fayetteville, Ark.: I. The oppr 
ations of the army since I left it have been a Deries 
of bhmders, fl'om which it narrowly escaped dis
aster * * At Prairie Grove (fought in Decem
b(3r, 18(2) Blunt and Herron were badly beaten. in 
detail and owed their escape to a false report of 
my arrival with re enforcements." It now is 
revealed that Hindman did not know the extent 
of his victory, but supposed he was about to be 
overwhelmed by the enemy. Thus the two armies 
were as secretJy as possible running away from 
each other. 

July 13, 1863, Gen. E. Kirby Smith wrote from 
Shreveport, headquarters of the Trans-Mississippi 
district, to Govs. Thomas C. Reynolds, F. R. Lnb
bock, H. Flannagin and Thomas O. Moore, calling 
on these, a9 the heads of their respective States, to 
meet him at IHarshall, Tex., August 15, following: 
"I have attempted to impartially survey the field 
of my labor. ~ * I found on my arrival the 
headquarters of Arkamms district at Little 
Rock. * * Vicksburg has fallen. The enemy 
possesses the key to this department. * * The 
possession of the Mississippi Riv81' by the enE-my 
cuts off this department frOll all communication 
with Richmond, consequently we must be self-
sustaining, and self reliant in every respect. * *" 
\Vith God's help and yours I will cheerfully 
grapple with the c1ifficulties that surround us:' etc. 

This was a gloomy but a correct view of the 
situation west of the 1\lississippi River after the 
fall of Vicksburg. 

On January 11, 1863, from Helena, Gen. Fiske 
reported. to \Yashington: "FOUDtl Gorman activelyj,__o_r_g_a_n_iZ_i_n_g_e_X_p_8_d_i_tl_'o_n_t_o_g_O_U_P__ 

Hiver. Twenty-five transport.s al'e waiting the 
signal to start." 

F'rom "Prairie Lanuing, twenty-five mjJes up 
Arkamia'l, January 1:-3, H~()3," Amos F. Eno, sec
l'€'tary pro fem, of Arkansas and adjutant genf'ral, 
telegraphed Staunton: "Ldt Helena on 11th, and 
took with me books and papers of office of wilitary 
government of Arkansas." 

January 14, 1863, the Federals captured St. 
Charles, the Confederates evacuating the day before. 

January IS, Gen. 'V. A. Gorman occupi€'d 
Devall's Bluff, which the Confederates had also 
evacuated. 

These captures and evacuations were the pre 
liminary movements looking toward Little Rock, 
the Federals clearing out the small outposts, and 
the Oonfederates gathf'ring in their forces. 

On August 5, 1863, Gen. Frederick Steele 
"assnmed the command of the army to take the 
neld from Helena, and advance upon Little Rock.' , 

In his order for movement mention is made of 
the following: First division- cavalry under 
command of Gen. J. W. Davidson; Second division 
-Eighteenth, Forty third, Fifty-fourtb, Sixty
fhst, One Hundred and Sixth, and One Hundred 
and Twenty-sixth regiments, IlliIloiR Infantry; 
Twelfth Michigan, Twenty-second Ohio, Twenty
seventh vVisconsin, Third Minnesota, Fortieth 
Iowa and Forty-third Indiana Infantry regiments; 
Third division-Twenty ninth, Thirty third and 
Thirty-sixth Iowa, Forty-third Indiana, Twenty
eighth Wisconsin, and Seventy-first Ohio Infantry 
regiments; and the Fifth Kansas, First Indiana 
Cavalry, and a brigade under Col. Powell Clayton. 
Four batteries of nf'ld pieces-five wagons to each 
regiment; 100 rounas of ammunition, 40 rounus to 
each cartridge-box; 400 rounds to each piece of 
artillery, and sixty days' rations for the whole 
army, were the supplies granted these forces. 

Gen. Steele was occnpied in the expedition 
from Helena to Little Rock, from August 5 to Sep~ 
tember 10. The cavalry under Gf'n. Davidson 
had to scour the country to the l'ight and left as 
they made their slow advance. Twelve miles east l~ VV_h_it_e_R_iv_e_r_t_o_of Little Rock, at Bayou Meta bridgo, was a heavy 
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skirmish, indeed, a regular battle, being the first 
serious effort to check the Federal auvance upon 
the capital. Again there was heavy fighting six 
miles east of Little Rock, at \V hat is now the 
Brugman place. Here Confeuerate Col. Coffee, 
of Texas, was killed. This was the last Rtand 
made in defense of the city, and in a short time 
Davidson's cavalry appeared in Argenta, and 
trained their field pieces on the city, and fired a 
few shots, when the place was surrendered by the 
civil authorities, September 10, 18(33. The Con
feuerates had evacuated but a few hours before 
thp Federal cavalry were galloping'through the 
streets, and p )sting sentinels here and there. 

There was no confusion, no disorder, and none 
of the usual crimes of war under similar circum
stances. In an hour after Gen. Steele was in 
possession of the city he had it under strict con
trol, and order prevailed. Gen. Reynolds was put 
in command of Little Rock. * 

The Confederates wisely retreated to Arkadel
phia. They were pursued by the Federals as far 
as Malvern, but no captures were made and no 
heavy skirmishing occurred. 

It is said that Price evacuated Little Rock un
der the impression that his force was far inferior 
to that of Gen. Steele. Those who were Confeder
ate officers and in Little Rock now believe that his 
force was equal at least in numbers to Steele's. 

-Y.-Abstract from consolidated tri-monthly report of the 
Army of Arkansas, l\Iaj. -Gen_ Frederick Steele command
ing. for September 10, 1863; headquarters, Little Rock: 

-", 
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First Division Dayidson ............. .. 2( II 3,:~2" 3,:) 7 2 ~ ,7:}.j 1~ 


~e('.ond I?i-:<i;;ion ~ngleruann 1.. ... _.. 1411 2,O~, 'i ~~I I 0,">8.') ." .... . 
Third Dn I'lOn RICe .......... _... __ . 128 1,6S{ ~: ,H. 4,007 .__ ... . 
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Gen Price had not made a mistake of the comparative 
strength of the two armies. TLe C'ommissnry informs 
me that on the morning of the evacuation he issued 8,000 

They think that Price had based his idea of the 
enemy' h numbers by allowing the usnal propor 
tion of armies of infantry and artillery to cavalry. 
They believe also that the Confederates at Little 
Rock at the evacuation had between 11,000 and 
12,000 men present not the number for duty
basing this upon the number of rations issued 
that day. 

After the occupation of Little Rock the Federals 
dominated all that portIOn or the State north and 
east of the Arkansas River, and yet their actual 
occupied posts were the only grounds over which 
Confederate rangers 'Vere not frequently roving 
with impunity. 

The Confederates exercised ruling power all 
south and west of the Ouachita River, and for quite 
a while the territory between the Arkansas and 
Ouachita Rivers was a kind of "No Man's Land" 
so far as the armies were concerned. 

Steele early in 1864, having been re-enforced, 
began to move on Arkadelphia. Price retreated to 
Camden, whel'e the Confederates had several fac
torie'3 for th€' manufacture of war materials. 

Price made a stano. against Steele and fought 
the battle of Prairie D' Ann, but there was noth 
ing decisive in this engagement, although it was 
a severe one. Price withdrew and fell back on 
Rondo, in the southwest corner of the State. 

In the meantime Banks' expedition was as
cending Red River, the plan being to catch Price 
between Banks and Steele, and destroy the Oon
federate army. Price and Gen. Dick Taylor did 
not wait for Banks, but met and overwhelmingly 
defeated him. Having defeated Banks, they turned 
and gave Steele battle at Jenkins' Ferry, and de
fE'ated him. This was the great and decisive bat
tle of the Trans Mississippi district. 

Steele retreated and. fell back on Little Rock 
his superior generalship being shown in extricat~ 
ing his bauly crippled army and saving it on the 
withdrawal. 

The Fed8l'al expeditions were well planned for 
"bagging' , the whole Oonfederate Trans-l\Iississippi 
army, but the vicissitudes of war ordained other
wise. Banks' expedition and its overwhelming mi~
fortunes ruined him a~ a military man throughout 
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the North, while the brilliant successes of Price 
raised the hopes of the Confederacy. SomE" llow
ever, still criticisE'<. 

Price failed to follow up his advantage and 
either destroy or capture Steele' f:l entin) army. 
Had he fully known the condition of affairs at 
Richmond possibly he might have adopted that 
course. The Federals were confined within their 
fortified posts and Confederate bands were ag-ain 
scouring over the State. 

Price, losing no time, then started on his raid 
back into ]\1issouri to carry out his long cherished 
hope of re-possessing that t-itate. The history of 
that raid and the dissolution and en(l of the Con
federacy are a familiar part of the cOl1ntry's 
hi'3tol'Y· 

Other wars than that mentioned have occupied 
the attention of people of this section, though 
perhaps not to snch an extent as the great civil 
strife. There were not people in Arkansas to go 
to the 'Yar of 1812, an.d the State becomes con
nected with that struggle chiefly because Archibald 
Yell, the brave young hero, was at the battle of 
New Orleans, and afterward became one of the most 
prominent citizens of Arkansas. He was born in 
North Carolina, in August, 17\)7, and consequently 
was but fifteen years of age whpn the second war 
wi th England began. Bnt the lall then and there 
won the inalienable friendship of Gen. Jackson. 

Arkansas acquired no little fame in the Mexican 
War, chiefly, howf>ver, through the gallantry and 
death of Gov. Yell, the leader of th? Arkansas 
forces. \Vhen troops were called for in thf> year 
1846, in the war with :lUexico, Yell was a member 
of Congress. A regiment of cavalry W<L'3 raised 
and he was asked to take thE' command, and obedi
ent to this request he promptly resigned his seat 
to assume leadership. Albert Pike was a captain 
in the regiment. 

At the battle of Buena Vista, on February 22, 
1847, Yell led his cavalry command in onp of the 
most desperate charges in the annals of war. In 
his enthufliasm he spurred on his horse rar in 
advance of hi:"! men. He wa'3 charging the enemy, 
which outnumbered his force more than five to 
one. He reached the ranks of the enemy almost 

alonE', and raising himself in the saddle commenced 
to slash right and left, totally unmindful that it 
was one against thUUkrtlltlS. Just as the foremost of 
his lllen C,HllE' up he was run through the body and 
killed. \rilliam A. L. Throckmorton, of FayettE'
ville. it iH agreeel, was the fir=lt 10 reach the side 
and catcb the falling form of his loved leader. ]\11'. 

Throckmorton says he saw the lllan who gave the 
fatal thrust and quickly killed him, thus avenging 
80 far as the wretched greaser's life could go the 
life of as gallant and noble a knight as ever re
spouded to bugle call. He was the dabhing cava
lier, great in peace, superb in war. Leading his 
trusty followers in any of the walkg of life, death 
alone could check him, nothing could conquer him. 

After the war ,vas over the government brought 
his remains and delivered them to his friends in 
Fayetteville, his home, who lovingly deposited 
them beneath the cold white marble shaft which 
speaks his fame. The burial ceremony occurred 
August 3, 1847, and a vast concourse of people, 
the humblest and highest in the State, wel'e the 
sincere and deep mourners on the occasiun. 

Arkansas won everlasting- laurels through its 
gallant soldiers in the Mexican \Yar. 

Omitting all reference to the Revolutionary 
'Val', there are conclusions to be drawn from the 
wars our countrymen have been engaged in since 
the days when Gen. Jackson was the national hero. 
None of these were significant enough to be used 
by the philosophic historian from which to draw 
conclusions as to the character of modern or 
contemporary Americans as warriors, or their dis 
tinguishing characteristics as a warlike nation 
The late Civil "Var, however, furnishes a wide and 
ample field for such investigation. An impartial 
view of the late struggle presents first of all this 
remarkable fact. In by far th", longest and great 
est war of mouern times, neithAr siue has given 
the age a great captain, as SOlle call greatness, 
though one furnished Grant, the other, Lee, both 
men without a superior; whilst in the ranks and 
among the sub commands, no battles in history 
are at all comparablfl for excellence and superior 

soldiership to those of the great Civil '\'ar. On t 
both sides there were any number of great field 
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commanders, as great as ever drew a sword. But 
they rpceived orders, did not give them, and in 
the execution of orders never were excelled. Lee, 
Grant, Jackson, Sherman, Hancock, Johnston. 
Sheridan and hundreds of others on both sides, to 
the humblest in the ranks, were immortal types of 
the soldier in the field. These men were like 
Napoleon's marshals-given a command or order 
they would risk life itself to execute it. But on 
neither side was there the least exhibi~ion of the 
qualities of a Napoleon or Von Moltke. 

Napoleon was his own secretary of war, gov 
ernment, cabinet, and commander in the field, and 
for this very reason, he was Von Moltlce's inferior 
as a great commander, whose genius saw the weak 
point, the point of victory on the map of the 
enemy's country, and struck it with a quick and 
decisive blow. 

Our Oivil War and the Franco-German 'Val' 
were closely together in time. War was hardly over 
in America when it commenced in Europe. Any 
student of German history who has studied the 
German-Prnssian war, can not but know that Von 
Moltke was the pre-eminent captain in all the his
tories of wars. Had 'Yashington or Richmond had 
his peer at the commencement of our struggle, the 
high probabilities are that the war would have 
been over before the first twelve months had ex 
pired. 

In war, it is a fact, that it is the strategy be 
fore the armies meet in battle array which decides 
the struggle. It is only thus that one man can 

become more powerful than a million with guns in 
their hands. It is in this sense this application 
of the science of modern warfare, that a com 
mander wins battles and decides victories. He 
conquers enemies, not by drawing his sword, but, 
studying his maps in his q aiet den when other~ 
sleep, he directs the movements of his armies and 
leaves the details of the actual fight to others. He 
is indifferent to the actual fighting pad of it, be 
cause he has settled all that long beforehand by 
his orders. 

In all actual battles, as was testified by the 
Federal commanders before Congress about the 
battle of Gettysburg, if victory is not organized 
beforehand, all is chance, uncertainty, and both 
armies are little else than headless mobs ignoranL 
of whether they are whipping or being whippeu, 
The field commander may save the day and turn 
the tide and gain a victory, but what is it arter all, 
-so many men killed and captured on either side, 
and then l'8cruited up, and rested a little, only to 
l'epeat the bloody carnage again and again. 

Let it be assumed that the absence of great mil· 
itary genius on both sides is the highest compli
ment that can be paid to American civilization. War 
is barbarism. The higher civilization will eradi
cate all practical knowledge of the brutality of 
warfare from men's minds. Then there will be 
no wars, save that of truth upon the false-intelli
gence upon ignorance How grandly divine will 
be, not only the great leaders in this holy struggle 
for victory, but the humblest of all privates! 
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PUBLIC ENTEHPRISES-TIIE REAL ESTATE BANK OF ARKANt:AS-STATE ROADS AND OTHER HIGHWAYS-


THE MILITARY ROADS NAVIGATION 'VITIIIN TIlE STATE FRO:;.'lI THE EARLIEST TIMES TO TIlE 


PRE~ENT-DECADENCE OF STATE NAVIGATION STEAMBOAT RACING-~\.CCIDENTS TO 


BOATS-THE H,ISE AND GROWTH OF THE RAILROAD 8YSTE":US-A SKETCH 


OF THE DIFFERENT LINE~-OTHER r'\IPORT"\NT CONSIDERATIONS. 


From the blessings they bestow 

Our times are dated, and our eras move.-Prior. 


first session of the new lordly rulers are banditti, and the people the most 
State legislature, among wretche!l of slaves. 
other acts, incorporated the The State Bank was, as were all such institu
State Bank, and as if fur- tions of that day in any of the States, demoraliz
ther determined to show ing in the financial affairs of the people, encourag 
that the legislature was at ing extravagance and debt, and deceiving men with 
least in the front in those the appearances of wealth to their ultimate ruin. 

days of wild-cat bank enterprises, The Real Efo,tate Bank, as its llame indicates, 
proceeded to make money cheap was for the purpose of loaning money on real 
ana all rich by incorporating the estate security. Up to that time the American 
celebrated Real Estate Bank of farmer had notlearned to base his efforts upon any 
Arkansas. Already John Law' B thing except his labor. To produce something and 
Mississippi bubble had been for sell it was the whole horizon of his financial ecluca
gotten-the old continental money tion. If, while his crop was maturing, he needed 
and the many other distressing subsistence he went to his merchant and bought 
instances of those cruel but fas- the fewest possible necessities on credit. It was 
cinating fictions of attempts to an evil hour when he was tempted to become a 

make credits wealth. No statesman in the world's speCUlator. Yet there were some instances in 
history has ever yet made an approach to the w bich the loans on real estate resulted in enabling 
accomplishment of such an impossibility, and still men to make finely improved cotton plantations. 
nearly all financial legislation is founded upon But the rule was to get people in debt and at the 
this basic idea. State and national banks have same time exhaust the cash in the bank. The 
been the alluring will 0' the-wisps in this per- bank could collect no money, and the real estate 
sistent folly. All experience teaches that the owner was struggling under mortgages he could 
government that becomes a mOllf'y-changer soon not pay. Both lender and borrower were sufferers, 
becomes the powerful robber, and the places of and the donble infliction was npon them of a public 

j just rl11er8 are filled with tax bandits-there the and individual indebtedness. The Real Estate 

7t@-,~~~----==---============= 'i 
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Bank made an assignment in 11::142, and for years 
was the source of much litigation. It practicall} 
ceased to do business years before it had its Joon; 
closed and was wound up, and the titles to such 
lands as it had become the possessor of passed to 
the State. 

The old Stqte Bank building, in front of the 
State b011se, is the only reminder of the institution 
which promised so much and did so little for the 
public. The old building is after the stylp of all 
such buildings-a low, two-story brick or stone, 
with huge Corinthian columns in front, having 
stone steps to ascend to the first floor. Similar 
structures can be found in Illinois, Missouri ana 
all the 'Yestern and Southern States. The one in 
Little Rock is unsightly and gloomy and does littlf' 
else but cumber the ground. It is in the way, ow
ing to a difficulty in the title, of such a modern 
and elegant building as would be in keeping with 
the rapidly advancing and beautiful " City of 
Roses." 

Roads and highways have always occupied pub 
lie consideration. Being so crossed with rivers 
passing from the west towatd the Mississippi 
River, the early settlers all over the confines of this 
State passed up the streams and for some time 
used these as the only needed highways. In the 
course of time they began to have bridle-paths 
crossing from settlement to settlement. 

The United States military road from "Western 
Missouri passed through Arkansas and led on to 
tlhreveport, La. This extended through East
ern Arkansas, and Arkansas Post was an import 
ant point on the route. It was surveyed and 
partially cut out early in the nineteenth century. 
A monthly mail proceeded over the route on horse 
back, the mail rider generally being ab18 to carry 
the mail in his pocket. 

A trail at first was the road from the mouth of 
the White River to Arkansas Post. This portage 
soon became a highway, as much of the business 
and travel for the Post was landed at the mouth of 
""White River and transported across to the Red 
River. 

j In 1821 Congress authorized the survey and 
opening of a public highway from Memphis. via 

Little Rock, to Fort Smith. The work was com 
pleted in 182:3. This was the first highway of 
any importance in the Territory. The other routes 
mentioneu above were nothing more than trails, or 
bridle-paths. A weekly mail between Little Rock 
and Memphis was established in 1820. 

In 1832 a government road leading on a eli 
rect line from Little Rock to Batesville was cut 
out, and the Indians removed from Gem-gia were 
brought by water to the capital and taken over 
this l'oad. At that time it was the best puLlic 
course as well as the longest in the State, awl be 
came in time the main traveled road from the 
northern part of the State to its center. 

Arkansas was settled sparsely along the Th'Iissis
sippi River some years before Fulton invented the 
steamboat. The first steamboat eyer upon western 
waters passed down that river in the latter part 
of ] 8Il-the "Orleans," Capt. Roosevelt. 

The Indians had their light cedar bark canoes, 
and were remarkably expert in hanuling them. 
These were so light that the squaws could carry 
them on their backs, and in their expeditions in 
ascending the streams frequently saved much time 
by traveling across the great bends of the riv(>r 
and carrying their conveyances. Of course in going 
with the current, they kept the stream, skimming 
over the watem with great speed. At one time the 
migratory Indians at stated seasons followed the 
buffalo from the Dakotas to the Gulf, the buffalo 
remaining near, and the Indians on the streams. 
The latter could thus out-travel the immense 
herds and at certain points make forays upon 
them and 80 keep an abundant supply of meat. 
The buffalo had the curious habit of indulging 
in long stops when they came to a large river in 
their course, as if dreading to take to the water 
and swim across. They would gather on the bank 
of the river at thp selected crossing-place, and 
after having devoured everything near at hand 
and hunger began to pinch, would collect into a 
close circle and begin to move, circling round 
and round, the in'lide onps ever crowlling the out
sille ones clo'3er and closer to the water. This 
continuecl until SOllle one, crowded into the deep 

water, had to make the plunge. when all fOIlOW:Ol~ 
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These animals when attacked by other animals, 
or when danger threatened, formed in a compact 
circle, with the cows anu. calves on the inside and 
the bulls on the outer ring. In this battle array 
there was nothing in the line of beasts that dared 
molest them. 

The white man came and to the canoe hg added 
the skiff, the pirogue, the raft, the keel boat and 
the flat boat. The raft never made but one trip 
and that was down stream always, and when its 
destination was reached it was sold to be converted 
into lumber. Other water crafts could be hauled 
back by long tow lim's, men walking on the banks 
and pulling them up stream. There are those now 
living who can remember when this was the only 
mode of river navigation. The younger people of 
this generation can form no adequate idea of the 
severity of the toil and the suffering necessarily in
volved in the long trips then made by these hardy 
pioneers. If the people of to day were compelled 
to procure the simple commodities of life at such 
hard sacrifices, by Bueh endurance, they would do 
without them. and go back to fig leaves and nuts 
and roots for subsistence. 

'Vhen Fulton and Livingston had successfully 
navigated their boat from Pittsburg to New Or
leans, they maue the claim of a sort of royal patent 
to the exclusive navigation of the Mississippi River 
and its trihutaries. This claim was put forth in 
perfect good faith and it was a new question as 
well as a serious one for the courts, when these 
claimants arrested Oaptain Shreve upon his arrival 
in New Orleans with his boat, and carried him be
fore the court to answer in damages for navi
gating by steam the river that belonged to them 
a~ the first steam navigators. This curious inci
dent indicates how little even the invf'ntor of the 
steamboat appreciated of what vaRt importance to 
civilization his noble invention really was. To 
him and his friend it was but a small personal 
right or perquisite a licensed monopoly, out of 
which they could make a few dollars, and when 
they passed away probably the invention too woulu 
die and be forgotten. How infinitely greater had 
t~e noble, immortal originator builded than he 
knew! The revolving paddleg of the steamboat 
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were but the wheels now whirling 80 rapidly be
neath the flying railroad trains over the civilized 
world. From this strange, ruue craft, the "Or
leans, n have evolved the great steamships, iron-clad 
war vessels, and the palatial steamboats plying the 
inland waters wherever man' FJ wants or luxuries 
are to be flupplied. The gE'UiU8 and glory of such 
men as Fulton belong to no age, much leRS to 
themselves~they and theirs are a part of the world, 
for all time. 

In 1812 Jacob Barkman opened up a river 
trade between Arkadelphia and New Orleans, car 
rying his first freights in a pirogue. It took Rix 
months to make a round trip. He conveyed to New 
Orleans bear skins and oil, pelts, and tallow se
cured from wild cattle, of which there were a great 
many; these animals had originally been brought 
to the country by thp Spaniards and French, and 
had strayed away, and increased into great herds, 
being as wild and nearly as fleet as the deer. He 
brought back sugar, coffee, powder, leaJ, flints, 
copperas, camphor, cotton and wool cards, etc., 
and soon after embarking was able to own his 
negro crews. He purchased the steamboat" Dime" 
and became one of the most extensive and enter
prising men in the State. \Vith his boat he ascended 
rivel'S, and purchased the cotton, owning his cargo, 
for a retnrn trip. 

In 181£), James lVliller, the first governor of the 
Territory, and a military suite of twenty persons, 
embarkeu at Pittsburg in the United States keel 
boat, "ArkansR,s," for Arkansas Post. The trip 
occupied seventy days, reaching the point of desti
nation January 1, 1820. It was difficult to tell 
which excited the greatest curiosity among the 
natives the new governor or the keel-boat. 

The floou.-tide of western river navigation 
reacoed its highest wave soon after the close of the 
late war. The Mississippi River and tributaries 
were crowded with craft, and the wharves of cities 
and towns along the banks were lined with some 
of the finest boats ever built, all freighted to the 
water's edge and crowded with passengers. Build 
ers vied with each other in turning out the most 

magnificent floaters, fitted with every elegance and 
luxury money could procure. The main point after 

t 
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elegance, in which they rivaleu ll1ost, was the speed 
of thflir respective craft. From the close of the 
war to 1870, steamboating was the overbhauowing 
business on western waters. Of the boats of this 
era, some will go into history; nuteu for their 
fleetness, but unlike the fleet horses of hiRtory, 
they could not leave their sttain ill imlllortal ue 
scenuants, rivaling their celebrated feat8. Racing 
between boats that happened to come together on 
the river was common, and sometimes reckless 
and dangerous, as well as exciting. Occasionally 
a couple of .• tubs, " as the boys called a slow 
boat, engaged in a race and away they would go, 
running for hours side by side, the stokers all 
the time piling in the illost inflammable material 
they could lay hands on, especially pine knots and 
fat bacon, until the eager flames pOlll'ecl ont 
of the long chimney tops; and it was often told 
that the captain, rather than fall behind in the 
race, would seat a darkey on the end of thE' lever 
of the safety valve, and at the sallie time scream 
at the stokers to pile on the bacon, pine knots, oil, 
anything to make steam. Roustabouts, officers, 
crew and passengers were all as wildly excited as 
the captain, and as utterly regardless of du[]gers. 
From such reck1essness accidents of (,011l'Se did hap
pen, but it is wom1erful there were so few. 

Not infrequently commanders would regularly 
engag£ beforehand for a race of their boats; fixing 
the day and time and 3'3 regularly preparing thell' 
vessels as a jockey trains and grooms his race-borse. 
The two most noted contest::; of this kind OD the 
Mississippi River were, first, in the early timE'S, 
between the "Shotwell" and "Eclipse," from 
Louisville to New Odea[]s. The next and greatest 
of all was just at the time of the commencemeut of 
the decline in steamboating, between the steamer8 
"Robert E. Lee" and ' , Natchez," from New Or 
leans to St. Louis. The spe0d, the handling of 
these boats, the record they made, have never been 
equaled and probably never will be, unless steam
boating is revived by some n€"w invention. The 
race last mentioned took plaC'e in Hi6i-5. 

Fearful steamboat calamities, from explosions 
and from fires, Eke the awful raihoac1 accidents, 
have marked the era of steam navigation. 

The most disastrous in history occurred in 1865, 
in the 108s of the "Sultana," on the l\Iississippi, a 
few miles above l\Iemphis, a part of the navjgable 
waters of Arkansas. The boat was on her way up 
stream from New Orleans laden principally with 
'3oldiers, some of them with their families, and 
several eitizens as passengers. There were 2,350 
passengers and crew on the vessel. A little after 
miunight tlle sud(len and awful explosion of the 
boilers came, literally tearing the boat to pieces, 
after which the Wl'8Ck took fire. Over 2,000 peo
p1e perished. 

The early decline of the steamboat industry 
kept even pace with the building of railroads over 
the country. Main lines of railroads were soon 
built, the streams being used as natural road beds 
through the rock hill s and mountains. In passing 
over the country in trains one will now often see 
the flowing river close to the railroad track on one 
Land, when from the opposite window the high 
ruck mountain wall may almost be touched. Then, 
too, the large towns were along the navigable riv 
ers, lakes and ocean. The sage conclusion of the 
philosopher when he went out to look at the world, 
and was impressed with the cnrious coincidence 
that the rivers ran so dose by the big towns, is a 
trite one: A great convenience to those who used 
water. 

The first railroad built in Arkansas was the 
l\Iemphis & Little Rock Railroad. ,Vork was com 
llwnced with thl? intention of £rst constructing it 
from Little Rock to Devall's Bluff, on \rhite 
River, whence pas~engers ll1igllt pro('eed by boat 
to Memphis. It was started at both ends of the 
line and finished in 1859, the next year beillg 
extended to 8t. Francis River. and then in 18fiO 
completed to the river opposite :l\Iemphis. \Yhen 
the Federal army took possession of the l\Iississippi 
River, and their forces began to possess th" north
eastern portion of the State, the Confederates as 
they retirea toward Little Rock destroyed the road 
and burned the bridges. Indf'ed, when the war 
emleu in 1805, Arkansas was without a mile of 
railroad. Soon after the war closed the road was 
rebuilt and put in operation, and ror some time 
was the only one in the State. 
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The next was the old Cairo & Fulton Railroad, 
now the St. Louis, Iron Mountain & Southern 
Road. It was organized in ] 853, and in 185..! 55 
obtained a large Congressional laud grant in aid 
of the enterprise, and built first from Fulton to 
Beebe, in 1872; it was compJeted to rrexarkana 
in 1873, and soon came to be the most important 
line in the State. The Camclen branch, from Gur
don to Camden, was completed in 1'382. The 1\'lem
phis branch, from Bald Knob to :l\1emphis, ninety
three miles, was finished and the first passenger 
train passed over the line May 10, 1888. The 
branch from Newport to Cushman, a distance of 
forty six miles, was built in 1882. The Helena 
branch, from NoLle to Helena, 140 miles, was com
pleted in 1882. 

The main line of the St. Louis & Iron Moun
tain Railroad enters the State on the north, at 
Moark (combination for Missonri and Arkansas), 
and passes out at Texarkana (combination for 
Arkansas and Texas). The distance between these 
two points is 305 miles. 

The first section of the St. Louis, Arkansas & 
Texas Raihoad, from Clarendon to Jonesboro, was 
built in 1882, and the next year completed to Tex
arkana. It was built as a narrow gauge and made 
a Rtanc1ard gauge in 1586. Its northern terminus 
for some time was Cairo, where it made its St. 
Louis connection over the St. Louis & Cairo N ar
row Gauge Road, now a standard, ana a part of the 
Mobile & Ohio system. The Magnolia branch of 
this road runs from l\lcN eal to Magnolia, about 
twenty miles, and was built in IbS3. The Althei 
mer branrh, from Altheimpr to Little Rock, was 
constrllcteil and commenced operation in 1RS8. 
The main line of this road enters the t;tate from 
the north in Clay County, on the St. Francis River, 
penetrating into TexaR at Texarkana. 

j 

The Little Rock, :Mississippi River & Texas 
Railroad, now in course of construction, is a m UC' 11 
needed road from Little Rock to Pine Bluff, on to 
,-rarren and Thlifisissippi, and will Iorm an important 
outlet for AI'kansas toward the Gulf. This was 
built from Arkansas City to Pine Blnff, Rnd then 
completed to Little Rock in ] S8(). _ The Pine Bluff '" Swan Lake Uailroad was 

~~ 
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built in 1885. It is twpnty-six miles long, and 
runs between the points indicated by its name. 

The Arkansas Mid.land Bailroad, from Helena 
to Clarendon, was built as a narrow gauge and 
changed to a standard road in 188B. 

The Batesville & Brinkley Railroad is laid as 
far as Jacksonport. It was changed in 1888 to a 
standard gauge, and is now in course of construc
tion on to Batesville. 

The Kansas City, Fort Scott & Memphis Rail
road enters the State at Mammoth Spring, and 
runs to West Memphis. Its original name was 
Kansas City, Springfield & Memphis Railroad. It 
now is a main line fror:n. Kansas City to Birming
ham, Ala. 

,Vork was commenced on the Little Rock & 
Fort Smith Railroad in 1871 at Little Rock, and 
built to Ozark; later it was finished to Van Buren, 
there using a transfer, and was completed to Fort 
Smith. 

The Hot Springs Railroad, from Malvern, on the 
main line of the Iron Mountain Railroad, to Hot 
Springs, was built and is owned by "Diamond 
Joe" Reynolds. Operations were commenced in 
1874. 

The line of the St. Louis & San Francisco Rail
road. passes near the west line of Arkansas adjacent 
to Fort Smith. There is a branch road of this 
line from Jensen to Man'3field, sixteen miles long. 

It looks a little as though the spoDsor for the 
name of the Ultima Thule, Arkadelphia & Thlissis
sippi Railroad intended to use the name for a main 
track through the State. It was built in 1887 for 
the use of the Arkadelphia Lumber Company. 
Eureka Springs branch runs from Seligman to Eu
reka Springs. Another branch goes from Rogers 
to Bentonville. Still another, extencling from Fay
ptteville to St. Paul, if! thirty-five miles in length. 
The branch from Fayetteville is now in course of 
bnihling. 

The Rus'3ellville &, Dardanelle Railroad is four 
miles long, extending from the south bank of the 
Arkanc;a'3 River to Russell ville. 

The Southwestern. Arkansas & Indian Terri 
tory Railroad indicates that there is nothing in a 
name, a'3 this road is but twenty-seven miles long, 
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ERHAPS to many, no more 
interesting subject in the 
history of the State can be 
presented than that refer
ring to the name, organiza
tion, etc., of each county 
within its limits. Careful 

research has brought forth the fol 
lowing facts presented in a concise, 
but accurate manner: 

Arkansas Oounty was formed 
December 18, 1813. As the first 
municipal formation within the 
boundary of the State. in Lower ~Ii..,
souri .Territory, it was first a parish 
unaer Spanibh rule and then under 
French. Octobpr 2:3, 1821, a part 

of Phillips County was added to it; the line be
tween Pulaski and Arkansas was changed October 
30, 152;3; Quapaw Purchase l1ivided between AI' 

THE COUNTIES OF THE STATE-THEIR FORMATION AND CHANGES OF BOUNDARY LINES) ETC.-THEIR 

COUNTY SEATS A~D OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST CONCERNING THE;.\l-DEFUNCT COUNTIES-·NEW 

COUNTIES-POPULATION OF ALL THE COUNTIES OF THE STATE AT EVERY GENERAL CENSUS. 

Not chaos like, together crush'd and bruised; 

But as the world, harmoniously confused; 

Where order in variety we see, 

And where, though all tbings differ, they agree,-Pope. 


running from Southland to Okolona on the west, 
and also extending east from the main line. 

A line is being surveyed and stpps actively 
taken to build a road from Kansas City to Little 
Rock, which is to cross the Boston Mountains near 
the head waters of vVhite River. 

Several other important lines are at this time 

making preparations to build in the near future. 
Charters for nearly 100 routes in the State have 
been secured since 1885. There is not only plenty 
of room, but a great necessity for yet hundreds of 
miles of new roads here. They will greatly facili
tate the development of the immense resources of 
this favored locality. 

kansas and Pulaski October 13, 1827; line between 
Arkansas and Phillips defined N ovembe~' 21, 1829; 
boundaries defined November 7, 183B. County 
seat, De "\Y itt; first county seat, Arkansas-oppo 
site Arkansas Post. 

Ashley, formed November 30, 1848, named for 
Hon. Ohester Ashley, who died a United States 
Senator; line between Chicot changed January 19, 
1851. County seat, Hamburg. 

Baxter, March 24, 1873; line between Izard and 
Fulton defined October 16, 1875; line between 
Marion changed ~larch 9, 1S81. Oounty seat, 
Mountain Home. 

Benton, September 30, 1836, named in honor 
of Hon. Thomas H. Benton. Oounty seat, Ben 
tonville. 

Boone, April 9, 1869; named for Daniel 
Boone; line between Marion defined Decem bel U, 
1'S 13. Harrison. county seat. 

Bradley, December 18, 1'34:0; part of Calhoun 
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attached October 19, IbG2; part re",toreJ to ARhley 
County January 1, 1859. \Van'en, county seat. 

Calhoun, December 6, 18GO; named for John 
0. 	Calhoun; pal't added to Union and Bradley 
November 	19, 1862. County seat, Hampton. 

Carroll, November 1, 1833; named in hOllor of 
the signer of the declaration; boundary defined 
December 1-1, 18g8; line betwE'en l\1cHlison dPiined 
January, 11, 18-13, and again January ~o, 18.13; 
line between ilIarion defined December 18, 18-W; 
liue between l\1auison defined December 2U, Ib54, 
and again J annary 16, 1857; part of l\:Iac1ison 
attached April 8, 1569. Berryville, county seat. 

Chicot, October 25, 1823; boundary defined 
November 2) 1833: part attached to Drew Decem
ber 21, 18--16; line betweE'n Ashley changed 
January 19, 1861; line between Drew changed 
November 30, 1875; line changed between Desha 
February 10, Ib79. Lake Village, county seat. 

Clark, December 15, 1818, while Lower Mis
souri Territory; named in honor of Gov. Clal'k, 
of :Missouri; the line between Pulaski and Clark, 
changed October 30, 1823; divided November 2, 
1829: line between Hot Springs and Dallas changed 
April 3, 1868; line between Pike defined April 
22, 1873; line between :l\lontgomery changed April 
24, 1873; line between Pike changed March 8, 
1887. Arkadelphia, county seat. 

Clay, March 2-1, 11373; named for Henry Clay. 
This county, formed as Clayton County, wa~ changed 
to Olay on December 6, 1875. The act of ]Harch 
2-1, 1873, changed the bonndarie'3 of a large num 
bel' of countieR. Boydsville and Corning, county 

seats. 
Cleburne, formed Febrnary ~O, 18':)3; named 

in honor of Gen. Patrick A. Cleburne. Heber if> 

the county seat. 
Cle'l eland, formed in 1~S3; named for President 

Clevelancl i was formed as Dorsey County, Toledo, 

county seat. 
Columbia, December 17, 1832; part of Union 

Connty adueu December 21, 1851): line between 
Nevada defined April IV, 1873. :'lHagnolia, county 

seat. 
Conway, December 7, 1825; name!} after the 

Doted Conways; the northeast boundary defined 

ARI{ANHAt). 

Octollel' 27, 1 ~27; line lletween Pulaski and Con 
way I..lefiuod October 20, If32S; part of Indian PUl'

chalSe adJud October 22, 1~28; line between Con
way, Pulaski nnd Indepondence defined November 
G, I~:31; part mhlpu to Pope Jnnnary 6, 1853; 
pnrt added to White January 11, 1833; act of 
l\larch, Ufi3; line between Pope defined May 28, 
1874. Oounty seat, Morrillton. 

Craighead, formed February 19, 1850. J ones
boro. county seat. 

Crawford, October 18, 1820; boundary was 
changed October 30, 1823; divided and county 
of Lovely established October 13, 1827; part of 
the Cherokee Country attached to, October 22, 
1828; boundary defined December 18, 1837; line 
between Scott defined; line between Washington 
defined November 2-1, 1846; line between Frank
lin defined March -1, 1873; line changea between 
\Yashington lVlarch 9, 1881. Van Buren, county 
seat. 

Crittenden, October 22, 1823; named for Rob
ert Crittenden; St. Francis River declared to be 
the line between St. Francis and Crittenden Coun 
ties November, 11)31; portion attached to JUissis· 
sippi County January, 18Gl; act, lV1arch, 1~73. 
l\laTion, county seat. 

Cross, November 15, 1862, 1866, 1873. Witts
burg, the county seat. 

Dallas, January 1. 1S-15; line between Hot 
Springs and Clark changed AprilS, 1800. Prince 
ton the county seat. 

DeRha, December 12, 1838; named £01' Hon. 
Ben Desha; portion attached to Drew January 21, 
1f3G1; part of Chicot attached February 10, 1879; 
al'3o of Lincoln, March 10, 1879.· Arkansas City, 
county seat. 

Drew, November 26, 18-16; pal't Chicot attached 
December 21, 18--16; part of Desha attached Jan
uary 21, 1 S61; March, 1873; line between Chicot 
cLanged November 30, 1875. Monticello, county 
seat. 

Faulkner, April 12, 1873; line defined Decem
7, 1875. Conway, county seat. 

Franklin, December 19, 1837; line between 
John'3l)n dl?fined Decembl?r 14, 1833; line between 
Crawford defined March 4, 1875. Ozark,C'ounty seat. 
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Fulton, December 21, 1842; part attached to 1840; western boundary line defined December 24, 
Marion County January 18, 18~5; part of Law- 1840, March, 1873; between Baxter and Fulton 
renee attached January 18, 1835, l\Iarch, 1873; uefined February 10, 1875; between Sharp changed 
line between Baxter and Izard defined February March 0, 1877. l\Ielbourne, county seat. 
16, 1875. County seat, Salem. .rackson, November 5, 1829; line between In-

Garland, April 5, 1873; named after Gov. dependence defined November 8, 1836; part of 
A. 	H. Garland. Hot Springs, county seat. St. Francis attached January 10, 1851. Jackson-

Grant, February 4, lR69. Sheridan, county port, county seat. 
seat. Jefferson, November 2, 1829; boundaries de-

Greene, November 5, 1833; act March, 1873. finpd November 3, 1831, and again October 29, 
Paragould, county seat. 1836; line changed between Lincoln and Desha 

Hempstead, December 15, 1818, when this March 20, 1879. Pine Bluff, county seat. 
was Lower Missouri Territory; Lafayette County Johnson, November 16, 1833; southern line 
carved out of this territory October 15, 1827; line defined November 3, 1835; east line defined Octo 
between Pike defined December 1.,1" 1838. Wash- bel' 5, 1836; line between Franklin defined Decem
ington, county seat. b81' 14, 1838, 1848; between Pope February 19, 

Hot Spring, November 2, 1829; certain lands 1859, again March 27, 1871; line between Pope 
attached to March 2, 1838; Montgomery taken out re established on March 6, 1875; between Pope 
of December 9, 1842; line between Saline defined changed March 9, 1877. Clarksville, county seat. 
December 23, 1846; line between 1'IIontgomery Lafayette, October 15, 1827: the line between 
changed December 27, 1848; line between Saline Union defined November 26, 1846. Lewisville, 
changed February 19, 1859, and changed again county seat. 
January 10, 18(>1; line between Clark and Dallas Lawrence, on January 15, 1815, while Lower 
changed April 3, 1869; :March, 1'373. l\Ialvern, :Missonri Territory; east line defined October 30, 
county seat. 1823; between Independence changed December 

Howard, April 17, 1873. Oounty seat, Oentre 20, 18.,1,0; part attached to Fulton January 18, 
Point. 1855; part attached to Randolph January 18, 

Independence, October 20, 1820; part of east- 1861; nearly half the county cut off the west side 
ern boundary defined October 30, 1823; Izard to form Sharp County, 1868. Powhatan, county 
County formed of October 27, 1825; part of Inde- seat. 
pendence added October 22, 1828; line between Lee, April 17, 1873. l\Ial'ianna, county seat. 
Independence and Izard defined November 5, 1831; Lincoln, :1\larch 28, 1871; part transferred to 
line between Independence and Conway, November Desha County, March 10, 1879. Star City, cOllnty 
5, 1831; between Independence and Jackson, No seat. 
vember 8, 1836; between Izard February 21, 1838; Little River, 1\1arch 5, 1867. Richmond is the 
December 14, 1840; Lawrence changed December county seat. 
26, 1840; March. 1873; Sharp Oounty defined Feb- Logan, originally Sarber County, :1\{arch 22, 
ruary 11, 1875. Batesville, county seat. 1871; amended, February 27, 1873; changed to 

Izard, October 27, 1825; western boundary i Logan, December 14, 1875; line between Scott 
line extended October 13, 1827; part of the Indian changed, l\la1'ch 21, 1881. Paris, county seat. 
purchase added October 22, 1828; between Inde- Lonoke, April 16, 1873; named for the lone 
pendence and Izard defined November 5, 1831; oak tree, by simply spelling phonetically-the 
between Conway and Izard, November 5, 1831; suggestion of the chief engineer of the Cairo & 
southern boundary established November 11, 1833; Fulton Railroad. Line between Prairie defined 
line between Independence defined February 21, November 30, 1875, and again, December 7, 1875. t 

~~'~d D~~b_l~ 183~ and Dooemb=e_I~'=2~1'~_L~0=n=o=k~e_,_c_o_u_n_~~s_e_~_.~~~~~~__~~~~~~ 
~+~ 	 ~~p< 
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Lovely, Octobel' 13, 1827; abolished October Perry, December 18, 184:0; line between Pul
17, 1828. aski, Saline awl :!'t1ontgomery defined December 

:l\Iadison, September 30, 1836; west boundary 23, 1B46; old line between Montgomery re-estab
changed on November 26, 1838; between Carroll lished December 21,184:8. Perryville, county seat. 
defined January 11, 1843, and again January 20, Phillips, May 1, 1820; part attached to Arkan
1843, 1846; between Newton, December 21, 184,8; sas County October 23, 1881; west boundary 
between Carroll, Apl'il 8, 1869. Huntsville, county defined October 30, J823; act to divide and create 
seat. Orittenden Oounty October 22, 1825; divided and 

Marion, September 25, 1836; originally Searcy St. Francis Oounty created October 13, 1827; line 
County; changed to Marion, September 29, 1836 between Arkansas County defined November 21, 
(Searcy County created out of December 13, 1838); 1828, 1840, March, 1873. Helena, county seat. 
west houndary defined November 18,1837; between Pike, November 1, 1833; line between Sevier 
Carroll defined December 18, ]846; part of Fulton defined November 15,1833; between Hempstead, 
attached January 18, 1855; between Van Buren December 14, 1838; between Clark, April 22, 
and Searcy defined January 20, 1855, and March, 1873; between Montgomery, December 16, 1874; 
1873; line between Boone defined December 9, between Clark defined March 8, 1877. Murfrees
1875; line between Baxter changed March 9, 1881. boro, county seat. 
Yellville, county seat. Poinsett, February 28, 1838, 1859. Harris-

Miller, April 1, 1820; the greater portions fell burg, county seat. 
within the limits of Texas; county abolished there- Polk, November 30, 1844; line between ~lont
fore, 1836; re-established, December 22, 1874, and gomery changed February 7, 1859; part of Sebas
eastern boundary extended. Texarkana, county seat. tian County added by ordinance of convention, 

Mississippi, November 1, 1833, 1859; portion June 1, 1861. Dallas, county seat. 
of Crittenden attached, January 18, 1861. Osceola, Pope, November 2, 1829; part added to Yell 
county seat. January 5, 1853; part of Conway attached Janu 

:l\1onroe, November 2,1829; boundaTies defined ary 6, 1853; line between Newton, January 10, 
December 25, 1840; line between Prairie changed 1853; part of Van Buren attached January 12, 
December 7, 1550; line changed April 12, 1869, 1853; between Van Buren defined February 17, 
March, 1873, April, 1873, and :!'tlay 27, 1874. 1859; between Johnson, October 19, 1859, March, 
Clarendon, county seat. 27, 1871; between Conway, JHay 28, 1874; between 

Montgomery, December 9, 1842; line between Johnson re-establisheil March 6, 1875; between 
Yell defined January 2, 1845; between Perry, Johnson changed March 9, 1877. Dover, county 
December 23, 1846; between Perry re-established seat. 
December 21, 1848; between Hot Spring changed Prairie, October 25, 1846; between Pulaski 
December 27, 1848; between Polk changed Feb changed December 30, 1848; between Monroe 
ruary 7,1859, March, 1873; between Clark changed changed December 7, 1850; line changed April 12, 
April 24, 1873; line between Pike defined Decem 1869; between 'Vhite defined April 17, 1873; line 
bel' 16, 1874. IHonnt Ida, county seat. changed April 26, 1873, May 27, 1874; between 

Nevada, March 20, 1871; line between Colum Lonoke changed November 30, 1875; separated 
bia defined April 10, 1873. Prescott, county Reat. into two districts, 1885. Devall's Bluff, county 

Newton, December 14, 1842; line between seat. 
Madison defined December 21,1848; between Pope Pulaski, December 15, 1818, while a part of 
January 10, 1853. Jasper, county seat. Lower Missouri Territory; line between Arkansas 

Ouachita, November 29, 1842; line between 
Union changed January 6, 1853. Camden, county 

and Pulaski October 30, 1823; between Clark 
changed October 30, 1823; divided October 20, t 

j 
seat. 1825; Quapaw Purchase divided-Arkansas and 
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Pulaski, October 13, 1827; northwest boundary 
defined October 23, 1827; between Pulaski and 
Conway, October 20, 1828; line between Saline 
defined February 23, 1838, December 14:, 1838; 
between "Vbite changed February 3,1843; between 
Saline defined December 21, ]846; between Perry 
deuned December 23, ] 84:6; between Prairie 
changed December 30, 1848; between Saline de 
fined April 12, 1873; again, December 7, 1875. 
Little Rock, county seat. 

Randolph, October 20, 1835; part of Lawrence 
attached January 18, 1864, March, 1873. Poca
hontas, county seat. 

Saline, November 2, 1835; boundaries defined 
November 5, 1836; between Pulaski, February 25, 
1838, December 14, 1838, December 21, 1846; be
tween Hot Spring, December 23, 1846, February 
19, 1859, January 19, 18tH; between Pulaski, April 
12, 1873, December 17, 1875. Benton, county 
seat. 

Scott, November 5, 1833; boundaries defined 
October 24, 1835; between Crawford, December 
16, 1838; part of Sebastian attached by conven 
tion June 1, 1861; line between Logan changed 
March 21, 1873. Waldron, county seat. 

Searcy, November 5, 1835; boundaries defined 
September 26, 1836; name changed to :Marion 
September 29, 1836; county created out of Marion 
December 13, 11338; between Van Buren defined 
October 2, 1853; between Van Buren and MarioH 
definen October 20, 1855, March, 1873. Marshall, 
county seat. 

Sebastian, January 6, 1851; part attached to 
:)cott and Polk by the convention Jnne 1, 18tH. 
Fort Smith and Greenwood, county seats. 

Sevier, October 17, 1828; boundaries defined 
November 8, 11333; between Pike, November 15, 
1833; southeast boundary defined October 29, 
1836. Lockesburg, county Beat. 

Sharp, JUly 1'3, 18G8; act March 3, 1873; be
tween Independence defined February 11, '1873; 

line between Izard changed March 9, 1877, 1883. 
Evening Shade, county seat. 

St. Francis, October 13, 1827; St. Francis 
River declared boundary line between Crittenden 
November 3, 1831; part attached to Jackson J an
nary 1, 1851, March, 1873. Forrest City, county 
seat. 

Stone, April 21, 1873. Mountain View, county 
seat. 

Union, November 2, 1829; boundaries defined 
November 5, 1836; line between Lafayette, 
November 26,18-16; line between Ouachita changed 
January 6. 1853; part added to Columbia, Decem
ber 21, 1851; part of Calhoun attached October 
19, 1862. EI Dorado, county seat. 

Van Buren, November 11. 1833; boundaries 
defined November 4, 1836; part attached to Pope 
January 12, 1853; between Searcy and Marion 
defined January 20, 1855; between Pope defined 
February 17, 1859. Clinton, county seat. 

Washington, October 17, 1828; certain lands 
declared to be in 'Vashington County October 26, 
1'-331; line between Crawford defined November 
2-1, ] 846; line changed between Crawford March 
8, 1883. Fayetteville. county seat. 

'Vhite, October 23, 1835; line between Pulaski 
changed February 3, 1843; part of Conway at 
tached January 11, 1853; line between Prairie 
defined April 17, 1873. Searcy, county seat. 

"\Yoodruff, November 26, 1862; but vote, in 
pursuance to ordinance of ('onventions 1861, 1866, 
1860; line changpd April 26, 1873. Augusta, 
county seat. 

Yell, December 5, 184:0; northern boundary, 
December ~1, 1840; line between :l\Iontgomery, 
January 2; 184:5; part Pope attached January 6, 
1833. Danville anG Dardanelle, county seats. 

The following table will prove valuable for 
comparison in noting the growth in population 
of the counties throughout the State in the various 
decades from their organization: 
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AGGREGATE POPULATION BY COUNTIES. AGGREGATE POPULATION BY COUNTIES. 

1880 1870 1&60 1850 Ib40 1880 1!i20 ]810 1880 1870 1860 1850 1840 1830 1820 1810Counties in Counties in 

the State. the State.
802,525 484,471 435,450 200,897 ~7,5~'4 .)0,38t- 14,2:'>5 1,Oti2 802,525 484,471 435,450 209,89. 97,574 30,38& 14,255 1,062 

Arkansas ........ . 
 8,038 8,238 8,884 3,245 1,34l1 1,4~6 1,ZGO 1,Oll~ Lee .................. 13,288 ................................................................... .

Abhley 10,156 8,042 8,690 'l,05S ................................... . 
 Lincoln ........... . !J,255 ..................................................................... 

Baxter ............. . 
 6,004 Little River.... . 6,405 3,24G .......... 
........... ........ 
'" ...................... .. 

Benton ............ . 
20327 13,831 . '9,306' 3,710 2,228 ::::::::: ::::::::: ::::::::: Logan.............. . 14,885 .................................................................. 

Boone.............. . 12:146 7,032 
 Lonoke .......... .. 12,146 ........... 
........... 
 ......................... .. 

Bradley .......... . 
 6,2R5 8,G46 "'ii,aiis' '''3',b~;9' ::::::::: :::::::.. ::::::::: :::~~'.::: Madison ........... 11,455 8,2:31 7,740 
 4,823 2,~75 ......................... .. 

Calhoun ........... . 
 5,lIil 3,853 4,103 .............................................. . 
 Marion ............. . 7,!J07 3,979 6,192 
 2,308 1,3:!5 ......................... . 

Carroll ............ . 13,337 5,780 9,383 4,617 2,814 
 ......................... . 
 Miller .............. . 9,919 ........... ........... 
 .. ......................... 

Chicot .... .. Missbsippi.. .... .. 7,142 3,633 3,R9510,117 7,2H 9,~34 5,115 3,806 1,165\ ................. . 
 2,368 1,410 ................. . 

Clark....... .. 
 Monroe ........... . 9,574 8,336 5,657 
 2,049 936 461 ................ .. 

Clay ................. . l~:~n 11,953 9,735 ...:'.~:.~..~:~~.~..~.'~~.~..~.,~~.~. ::: :::::: 
 5,729 2,984 ;),633 1,958 ................................. .. 

Columbia......... . 14,090 11,397 12,459 
 ............... .. 
 ~~~;g~~~.~~:.:~~ 12,959 ................................................................... . 

Conway ........... . 12,755 8,112 6,697 3,583 2,892 
 982 .................. 
 Newton .......... .. 6,120 4,374 3,393 1,758 ......... ......... .. ............ .. 

Craighead ........ . 7,037 4,577 3,OGB ..... , ..... 
 .. ................ 
 Ouachita......... .. 11,758 12,975 12,9:;6 9,591 .................................. . 

Crawford.......... 
 14,740 8,957 7,850 7,960 4,2Gf:) 2,440 ................. . 
 Perry .............. . 
 3,872 2,685 2,465 978 ................................. .. 

Crittenden...... . 9,415 3,831 4,920 2,6'18 1,561 1,272 ................ . 
 Phillips.......... .. 
 21,262 15,372 14,877 6,935 3,547 1,152 1,197 ....... .. 

Cross .... .. fl,050 3,915 .............................................. . 
 Pike,............... . 
 6,345 3,788 4,025 1,861 969 ......................... .. 

Dallas .............. . 6,5!)5 5,707 8,283 6,b77 ........................... 
 Poinsett......... .. 
 2,192 1,720 3,621 2,308 1,320 .......................... . 

Desha............. .. 8,873 6,125 6,459 2,911 1,598 .......................... . 
 5,857 3,376 4,262 1,263 .................................. ..
Polk ................ . 

Dorsey ............. . 8,370 ................................... . 
 14,322 8,386 7,883 4,710 2,850 1,483 ..................
~~f(;i~·:::::::::::::Drew ............... . 12,231 9,9l1Q 9,087 3,270 .................................. 
 8,435 5,604 8,854 2,097 ........................... 

Faulkner......... . 12,786 ........................................................ . 
 32,lI16 32,065 11,699 5,657 5350 2,395 1,921 ....... .. 
PulaskI 

11,724 7,466 6261 3,275 2,196 ........................ .
Franklin .......... 14,951 9,627 7,298 3,972 2,665 ........................ .. 
 Randolph ....... .. 

Fulton .... .. 8.389 6,714 8;672 4,4.57 2,499 1,505 ................. .
6,720 4/,43 4,024 1,l:.q 9 ................................... . 
 St. Francis....... . 

Garland...... . 8,953 3,911 6,540 3,903 2,051 .......................... .
9,023 ......................................................... . 
 Saline............. .. 

Grant.............. 
 9,174 7,483 5,142 3,083 1,694 ........ ,.................
6,185 3,943 ......................... .. 
 Scott .............. .. 


7,278 [) 613 5,271 1,979 936 ...........................
Greene............ .. 
 7,480 7,573 5,843 2,593 1,586 ....... .. 
 Searcy ............. . 

19,560 12,940 ........................................................ ..
Hempstead ...... . 19,015 13,768 13,989 7,672 4,921 2,.">12 2,24ti ....... .. 
 Sebastian ........ . 


6,192 4,492 10,516 4,240 2,810 634 .................
Hot Spring....... . 7,775 5,877 5,635 3,609 1,907 458 ................. . 
 Sevier .... .. 
Howard ............ 9,917 ..................................................................... 
 9,047 5,400 ........................................................ .
Sharp............. . 


5,089Independence.. . 18,086 14,566 H,307 7,767 3,669 2,031 ................. . 
 Stone.............. . 

13,419 10,571 ':12:288' '10',29's' '2:88'9' '''640' ::::::::: ::::::::: Union ............. ..
Izard ............... .. 10,857 6,806 7,215 3,212 2,240 1,266 .................. 


9,565 5,107 5,357 2,864 1.518 ............... ..
Jackson.......... .. 10,877 7,268 10,493 3,086 1,5-10 333 ................. . 
 Van Buren..... .. 
Washington..... . 23,884 17,266 14,613 9,970 7,148 5.182 ..................
Jefferson......... .. 22,386 15,733 14,971 5,834 2.566 772 ............... .. 

White .............. . 
Johnson .......... .. 1l,5G5 9,152 7,612 5,227 3,433 .................. 
 17,794 10,347 8,316 2,619 920 ........................... 


8.646 6,981 ........... ........... ......... .. ...................... .
Lafayette........ .. 5,730 9,139 8,454 5,220 2,2RO 748 .................. Woodruff... .. 

1~)852 8,048 6,333 3,341 ....................................
Lawrence........ . 8,782 5,981 9,372 5,274 2,835 2,806 5,592 ....... .. yell. ............... .. 


, 




ed the 

93HISTOR~ OF ARKANBAS. 

1>+<' 

EDUCATION-THE MENTAL TYPE CONSIDERED-TERRITORIAL SCHOOLS, LAWS AND FUNDS-CONSTITUTIONAL 

PROVISIONS FOR EDUCATION-LEGISLATIVE PROVISIONS-PIWGRES':l SINCE THE WAI{-THE STATE 

SUPERINTENDENTS-STATISTICS-AFKANSAS LITERATURE-THE ARKANSAW TRAVELER. 

Delightful task! to rear the tender thought, 

To teach the young idea how to shoot; 

To pour the fresh instructions 0' er the mind, 

To breathe th' enlivening spirit, and to fix 

The generous purpose in the glowing breast.- Thomson. 


~.~=t=h=:=h=l='g=h=e=s=t=t=y=p=e=s=O=f=t=b=e=N=0=l't=h=a=ll=d=th=e=s=0=u=t=h=in==2=,=1=8=2=7=,=c=0=n=g=r=es=8=g=a=v=e==th=e=S=t=a=te=s=e=v=e=n=ty=_=t,=w=o=:..~ 

ERE i s one subj ect 
at least in the economic 
institutions of our country 
where men do not divide 
on political lines. To the 
historian it is a restful 
and refreshing oasis in 
the arid desert. From 

the Canadas to the Gulf commun
ities and States earnestly vie with 
each other in the establishment of 
the best public schools. The pres
ent generation has nearly supplant-

former great universities 
with the free public high schools. 
A generation ago the South sent its 
boys to the North to school; the 

North sent its boys to the old universities of Europe. 
Oxford and Heidelburg received the sons of ambi
tious, wealthy Americans of the North, while Yale, 
Harvard and J efi'erson Colleges were each the alJna 

matm' of many of the youths of the South. The 
rivalry in the schools between the two sections at 
that time was not intense, but the educa~ed young 
men of tbe South met in sbarpest rivalry in the 
halls of Oongress the typical Northern man. As 

active political life may be placed Thomas J effer
son and Daniel 'Vebster. In peace or in war the 
differences in the intellectual advancement of the 
two sections were more imaginary than real. The 
disadvantage the South met was the natural ten
dency to produce an aristocratic class in the com
munity. Cotton and the negro were impediments 
in the Southern States that clogged the way to the 
advancement of the masses. They retarded the 
building of great institutions of learning as well as 
the erection of large manufactories. This applied 
far more to collegiate education than to the com
mon or public school system. The Southern man 
who was able to send his children away from his 
State to school realized that he gave them two ad
vantages over keeping them at home; he aided 
them in avoiding negro contact and association, 
and provided the advantage of a better knowledge 
of different peoples in different sections. 

Arkansas may have lagged somewhat in the 
cause of education in the past, but to-day, though 
young as a State, it is far in advance of many older 
communities who are disposed to boast greatly of 
their achievements in tbis direction. 

Wben still a Territory the subject of education 
received wise and considerate attention. March 
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sections of land for the purpose of establishing 
"a seminary of learning." A supplemental act 
was passed by Congress, June 23, 1836, one week 
after it became a State, offering certain propo· 
sitions for acceptance or rejection: 1. The six
teenth section of every township for school pur
poses. 2. The seventy two sections known as the 
saline lands. By article 9, section 4, State con
stitution of 1869, these lands were given to the free 
schools. 3. The seventy-two sections, known as 
the seminary lands, given to the Territory in 1827, 
were vested and confirmed in the State of Arkansas 
for the use of said seminary. October 18, 1836, 
the State accepted the propositions entire; and the 
legislature passed the act known as "the ordinance 
of acceptance and compact." December 18, 1844, 
the general assembly asked Congress for a modi
fication of the seminary grant, so as to authorize 
the legislature to appropriate these sevpnty-two 
sections of land for common school purposes. 
Congress assented to this on July 29, 1846, and 
the lands were added to the free school fund. 
These congressional land grants formed the basis of 
the State's free school system. 

The first State constitution of 1836 recognized 
the importance of popular education, and made it 
the duty of the general assembly to provide by 
law for the improvement of such lands as are, or 
may be, granted by the United States for the use 
of schools, and to pass such laws as "shall be cal
culated to encourage intellectual, scientific and 
agricultural improvement." 

The general assembly of 1842 established a sys 
tern of common schools in the State, which was ap
proved and became a law February 3, 1853, pro
viding for the sale of the sixteenth section, and 
election of school trustees in each township, to ex
pend the money from the sale of land in the cause 
of education. The act required schools to be main
tained in each township "for at least four months 
in each year, and orthography, reading, writing, 
English grammar, arithmetic and good morals 
should be taught." The trustees were required 
to visit the schools once in each month, and the 

school agfl was fixed at from five to twenty-one 
The act also provided for the estalJlishment

~::8' 

of manual labor schools. It went to the extent of 
appropriating a sum of money for the purchase of 
text-books. This was a long step in advance of 
any other portion of the country at that time. To 
the fund arising from lands the act added "all 
fines for false imprisonment, assault and battery, 
breach of the peace, etc." This act of the assem
bly placed the young State in the vanguard of 
States in the cause of free schools. It is an 
enduring monument to the men of that legis
lature. Under this law the reports of the county 
commissioners of education were ordered to be 
made to the State auditor, but if so made none can 
be found in the State archives. 

A State board of education was provided tor 
by the act of 1843, and the board was required to 
make a complete report of educational matters, 
and also to recommend the passage of such laws 
as were deemed advisable for the advancement of 
the cause of education. By an act of January 11, 
1853, the secretary of State was made ex officio 
State commissioner of common schools. and re
quired to report to the governor the true condition 
of the schools in each county; which report the 
governor presented to the general assembly at 
each regular session. The provisions of an act of 
January, 1855, relate to the sale of the sixteenth 
section, and defined the duties of the school trus
tees and commissioners. Article 8, in the consti
tution of 1867, is substantially the same as the pro
visions of the law of 1836. 

From 1836 to 1867, as is shown by the above, 
the provisions of the law were most excellent and 
liberal toward the public schools; legislative enact
ments occur at frequent intervals, indicating that 
the State was well abreast of the most liberal school 
ideas of the time, and large funds were raised 
sacred to the cause. 

Investigation shows that from the date of the 
State's admission into the Union, until 1867, there 
were many and admIrable stipulations and statutes, 
by which large revenues were collected from the 
sale of lands, but the records of the State depart
ment give no account of the progress of free 
schools during this period, leaving the inference 
that but little practical benefit accrued to the 
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cause from these wise and liberal measures put 
forth by Oongress and the State. 

By act approved May 18, 1867, the legislature 
made a marked forward movement in the cause of 
education. Oonsidering the chaotic conditions of 
society, and the universal public and private bank
ruptcy, the movement is only the more surprising. 
The act stipulatt='d that a tax of 20 cents on evel'y 
$100 worth of taxable property should be levied 
for the purpose of establishing and maintaining 
a system of public schools. The second section 
made this fund sacred-to be used for no other 
purpose whatever. 'rhe fourth section provided 
for a superintendent of public instruction and 
defined his duties. The eighth section provided 
for a school commissioner, to be chosen by the 
electors of each county, who should examine any 
one applying for a position as school teacher; 
granting to those qualified to teach a certificate, 
without which no one could be legally em
ployed to teach. Prior to this a license as teacher 
was not considered essential, and there was no one 
authorized to examine applicants or grant certifi
cates. The Oongressional township was made the 
unit of the school district, the act also setting 
forth that in the event of the trustees failing to 
have a school taught in the district at least three 
months in the year, the same thereby forfeited 
its portion of the school revenue. These wise and 
liberal arrangements were made, it must be remem
'bered, by a people bankrupt by war and suffering 
the hard trials of reconstruction. 

No regular reports were made-at least none 
can be found-prior to 1867, the date of the ap
pointment of a superintendent. Though reports 
were regularly received from the year mentioned, 
the most of them were unsatisfactory and not 
reliable. 

The constitution of 1868 created some wise 
amendments to the previous laws. It caused the 
schools to become free to every child in the State; 
school revenues were increased, districts could have 
no part of the school fund unless a free school had 
been taught for at least three months. The leg
islature following this convention, July 23, IS/)\ 
amended the school laws to conform to this con 

,.. 

stitutional provision. In addition to State super
intendent, the office of circuit superintendent was 
created, and also the State board of education. 

The constitutional convention of 1874: made 
changes in the school law and provided for the 
school system now in force in the State. The act 
of the legislature, December 7, 1876, was passed 
in conformity with the last preceding State con 
vention. This law with amendments is the present 
school law of Arkansas. 

Hon. Thomas 1:3mith was the first State super
intendent, in office from 1568 to 1873. The 
present incumbent of that position, Hon. 'Vood
ville E. Thompson, estimates that the commenCf>
llient of public free schools in Arkansas may prop
erly date from the time 1\lr. Smith took possession 
of the office-schools free to all; every child entitled 
to the same rights and privileges, none excluded; 
separate schools provided for white and black; 
a great number of schools organized, school bouses 
built, and efficient teachers secured. Previous to 
this tillie people looked upon free schools as largely 
pauper schools, and the wealthier classes regarded 
them unfavorably. 

Hon. J. C. Corbin, the successor of Mr. Smith, 
continued in office until December 13, 1875. 

Hon. B. ,V. Hill was appointed December 18, 
1875, and remained in office until 1878. It was 
during his term that there came the most marked 
change in public sentiment in favor of public 
schools. He was a zealous ann able worker in the 
cause, and from his report for 18"76 is learned the 
following: State apportionment. $213,000; dis
trict tax, $81),000; school population, 189,000. 
Through the directors' failure to report the enroll
ment only sbows 10,000. The total revenue of 
1877 was $270,000; of 1878, $276,000. 

Mr. Hill was succeeded in 1878 by Hon. J. L. 
Denton, whose integrity, earne."tness and great 
ability resulted in completing the valuable work so 
well commenced by his predecessor removing the 
Southern prejudices against public schools. He 
deserves a lasting place in the history of Arkansas 
as the advocate ana champion of freA schools. 

The present able and efficient State superin

tendent of public instruction, as previously ~~ 
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tioned, is Hon. Woonville E. Thompson. To his 
eminent qualifications and tireless energy the 
schools of Arkansas are largely indebted for the 
rapid advance now going on, and which has 
marked his past term of office. From his bien
nial report are gleaned most of the facts and sta
tistics given below. 

The growth of the institution as a whole may 
be defined by the following statistics: In 1879 
the revenue raised by the State and county tax was 
$271,000; in 1880, $285,000; in 1881, $710,000; 
in 1882, $722,000; in 1883, $740,000; ill 1884" 
$931,000; in 1885, $1,199,000; in 1886, $1,327,
000. The district tax in 1884 was $346,521; in 
1885, $343,850, and in 1886, $445,563. The dis
trict tax is that voted by the people. 

Arkansas to-day gives the most liberal sup. 
port to her free schools, all else considered, of any 
State in the Union. It provides a two mill tax, a 
poll tax, and authorizeR the districts to voLe a five 
mill tax. This is the rule or rate voted in nearly 
all the districts, thus making a total on all taxable 
property of seven mills, besides the poll tax. 

The persistent neglect of school officers to re
port accurate returns of their school attendanf'e is 
to be regretted. The number of pupils of school 
age (six to twenty one years) is given, but no ac
count of attendance or enrollment. This leaves 
counties in the unfavorable light of a large school 
population, with apparently the most meager at
tendance. The following summaries exhibit the 
progress of the public schools: Number of school 
children, 1869, 176,910; 1870, 180, 274; 1871~ 

190,237; 1872, 194,314,; 1873, 148,1~8; 1874, Hi8,
929; 1875, 168,929; 1876, 189,] 30; 1877, 203,567; 
1878,216,475:1879,236,000;1880,247,547; 1881, 
272,841; 1882, 289,617; 1883, white, 227,538; 
black, 76,429; total, 30J,962; 1884. white, 247,
173; black, 76,770; total, 323,943; 1885, white, 
252,290; black, 86,213; total, 338,506; 1886, 
white, 266,188; black, 91,818; total, 358,006; 
1887, white, 279,224; black, 98,512; total, 377,
73G; 1888, white, 288,381; black, 99,747; total, 
388,129. The number of pupils enrolled in 18G9 
was 67,412; 1888, 202,734, divided as follows: 

~~:ite, 152,18",; black, 50,570. Number otteach· 
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ers employed 1869, 1,335; number employed 1888, 
males, 3,431, females, 1,233. Total number of 
school houses, 1884, 1,453; erected that year, 263. 
Total number school houses, 1888, 2,452; erected 
in that year, 269. Total value of school houses, 
1884, $384,827.73. Total value, 1888, $705,
276.92. Total amount of revenues received, 1868, 
$300,669.63. For the year, 1888: Amount on 
hand June 30, 1887, $370,942.25; received com
mon school fund, $315,403. 28; district tax, $505,
069.92; pon tax, $146,604.22; other sonrces, 
$45,890.32; total, $1,683,909.32. 

"'Thile there were in early Territorial days great 
intellectual giants in Arkansas, the tendency was 
not toward the tamer and more gentle walks of lit
erature, but rather in the direction of the fiercer bat
tles of the political arena and the rostrum. Oratory 
was cultivated to the extreme, and often to the 
neglect apparently of al1 else of intellectual pur
suits. The ambitious youths had listened to the 
splendid eloquence of their elders-heard their 
praises on every lip, and were fired to struggle for 
such triumphs. Where there are great orators one 
expects to find poets and artists. The great states
man is mentally cast in molds of stalwart pro
portions. The poet, orator, painter, and eminent 
literary character are of a finer texture, but usually 
not so virile. 

Gen. Albert Pike gave a literary immortality to 
Arkansas when it was yet a Territorial wilderness. 
The most interesting incident in the history of 
literature would be a trne picture of that Nestor of 
the press, Kit North, when he opened the mail 
package from that dim and unkr:.own savage 
world of Arkansas, and turned his eyes on the 
pages of Pike's manuscript, which had been offered 
the great editor for publication, in his poem en
titled "Hymn to the Gods." This great but mer 
ciless critic had written Byron to death, and one 
can readily believe that he must have turned pale 
when his eye ran over the lines-lines from an un
known world of untamed aborigines, penned in the 
wilderness by this unknown boy. North read the 
products of new poets to find, not merit, but weak 
points, where he could impale on his sharp and 
pitiless pen the daring singer. '''hat a play must 
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have swept over his features as his eye followed 
line after line, eager and more eager from the first 
word to the last. To him could this be possible
real-ana not the day dream of a disturbed im
agination. This historical incident in the litera
ture of the wild west-the pioneer boy not only on 
the outer confin.es of civilization, but to the aver
age Englishman, in the impenetrable depths of a 
dark continent, where dwelt only cannibals, select
ing the great and severe arbiter of English litera
ture to whom he would transmit direct his fate as 
a poet; the youth's unexpected triumph in not 
only securing a place in the columns of the leading 
review of the world, but extorting in the editorial 
columns the highest meed of praise, is unparalleled 
in the feats of tyros in literature. The supremacy 
of Pike's genius was dulled in its brilliancy be
cause of the versatility of his mental occupations. 
A poet, mastel' of belles lettres, a lawyer and a poli 
tician, as well as a soldier, and eminent in all the 
varied walks he trod, yet he was never a book
maker-had no ambition, it seems, to be an author. 
The books that he will leave, those especially by 
which he will be remembered, will be his gathered 
and bound writings thrown off at odd intervals and 
cast aside. His literary culture could produce only 
the very highest type of effort. Hence, it is prob
able that Lord North was the only editor living to 
whom Pike might have submitted his" Hymn to 
the Gods" with other than a chance whim to de
cide its fate. 

There was no Boswell among. the early great 
men of Arkansas, otherwise there would exist biog
raphies laden with instruction and full of interest. 
There were men and ;women whose genius com
pelled them to talk and write, but they wrote dis
connected, uncertain sketches, and doubtless often 
published them in the columns of some local news
paper, where they sank into oblivion. 

The erratic preacher-lawyer, A. 'V. Arrington, 
wrote many and widely published sketches of the 
bench and bar of Arkansas, but his imagination 

so out ran the facts that they became mere fictions 
-very interesting and entertaining, it is said, 
but entirely useless to the historian. Arrington 
was a man of superior natural genius, but was so 
neal' a moral wreck as to cloud his memory. 

Years ago was published Nutall's History of 
Arkansas, but the most diligent inquiry among 
the oldest inhabitants fails to find one who ever 
heard of the book, much less the author. 

Recently John Hallum published his History 
of Arkansas. The design of the author wag to 
make three volumes, the first to treat of the 
bench and bar, but the work was dropped after 
this volume was published. It contains a great 
amount of valuable matter, and the author has 
done the State an important service in making his 
collections and putting them in durable form. 

A people with so many men and women com
petent to write, and who have written so little of 
Arkansas, its people or its great historical events, 
presents a curious phase of society. 

A wide and inviting field has been neglected 
and opportunities have been lost; facts have now 
gone out of men's memol'ies, and important histor
ical iIlcidents passed into oblivion beyond recall. 

Opie P. Read, now of Chicago, will be known 
in the future as the young and ambitious literary 
worker of Arkansas. He came to Little Rock 
from his native State, Tennessee, and engaged in 
work on the papers at that city. He soon had 
a wide local reputation and again this soon grew 
to a national one. His fugitive pieces in the news 
papers gained extensive circulation, and in quiet 
humor and unaffected pathos were of a high order. 
He has written several works of fiction and is now 
running through his paper, The Arkansaw Traveler, 
Chicago, a novel entitled" The Kentucky Colonel," 
already pronounced by able critics one among 
the best of American works of fiction. Mr. Read 
is still a comparatively young man, and his pen 
gives most brilliant promise for the future. His 
success as an editor is well remembered. 

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/gdc/scd0001/2013/20131106001bi/confin.es


est. True missionaries, re
gardless of all creeds, are 
a most interesting study, 

and, in the broad principles of Chris
tianity, they may well be considered 
as a class, with only incidental refer
ences to their different creeds. The 
essence of their remarkable Iives is 
the heroic work and suffering they so 
cheerfully undertook and carried on 
so patiently and bravely. Among the 
first of pioneers to the homes of the 
red savages were these earnest church

men, carrying the news of Mount Calvary to the 
benighted peoples. It is difficult for UB of this 
age to understand the sacrifices they made, the 
privations they endured, the moral and physical 
courage required to sustain them in their work. 
The churches, through their missional'ies, carried 
the crOS8 of Christ, extending the spiritual empire 
in advance, nearly always, of the temporal empire. 
They bravely led the way for the hardy explorers, 
and ever and anon a martyr's body was given to 

the flames, or left in the trackless forests, food for 
ravenous wild beasts. 

The first white men to make a lodgment in 
what is 1l0W Arkansas having been Marquette and 
Joliet, France and the Church thU8 came here 
hand in hand. The Spanish and French settlers 
at Arkansas Post were the representatives of Cath
olic nations, as were the French-Canadians who 
came down from the lakes and settled along the 
banks of the lower Mississippi River. 

After 1803 there was another class of pion
eers that came in Protestant English by descent 
if not direct, and these soon dominated in the 
Arkansas country. The Methodists, Baptists and 
Cumberland Presbyterians, after the building of 
the latter by Rev. Finis. Ewing, were the pre
vailing pioneer preachers. Beneath God's first 
temples these missionaries held meetings, traveled 
over the Territory, going wherever the little col 
umn of blue smoke fl'om the cabin directed them, 
as well as visiting the Indian tribes, proclaiming 
Christ and His cause. DIsregarding the elements, 
swollen streams, the dim trails, and often no other 
gnide on their dreary travels than the nrojecting 
ridges, hills and streams, the sun or the polar star; 
facing hunger, heat andcold, the wild beast and the 
far fiercer savage, wit hout hope of money compen 
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-
No silver saints by dying misers giv'n 

Here bribed the rage of ill-requited Heav'n; 

But such plain roofs as piety could raise, 

And only vocal with the Maker's praise.-Pope. 
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sation, regardless of sickness and even death, these 
men took their lives in their hands and went forth. 
Could anything be more graphic or pathetic of the 
conditions of these men than the extract from a 
letter of one of them who had thus served his God 
and fellow-man more than fifty years: "In my long 
ministry I often Buffered for food and I spent 
no money for clothing. * * The largest 
yearly salary I received was $100." Were ever 
men inspired with more zeal in the cause of their 
Master? They had small polish and were as rugged 
as the gnarled old oaks beneath whose branches 
they so often bivouacked. They never tasted the 
refinements of polite life, no doubt despising them 
as heartily as they did sin itself. Rude of speech, 
what eloquence they possessed (and many in this 
respect were of no mean order) could only come 
of their deep sincerity. 

These Protestant missionaries trod closely upon 
the footsteps of the pure and gentle Marquette in 
the descent of the Mississippi, and the visits to 
the Indians amid the cane-brakes of the South. 
Marquette' 8 followers had been the first to ascend 
the Arkansas River to its source in the far distant 
land of the Dakotas in the Northwest. Holding 
aloft the cross, they boldly entered the camps of the 
tribes, and patiently won upon them until they laid 
down their drawn tomahawks and brought forth 
the calumet of peace. These wild children gath
ered arouad these strange beings-visitors, as they 
supposed, from another world, and wherever a 
cross was erected they regarded it with rear and 
awe, believing it had supreme power over them 
and their tribes. 

He who would detract from the deserved im
mortality of any of these misslOr:.aries on account of 
their respective creeds, could be little else than a 
cynic whose blood is acid. 

Marquette first explored the Mississippi River 
as the representative of the Catholic Church. 

The old church baptismal records of the mis· 
sian of Arkansas Post extend back to 1764, and the 
ministrations of Father Louis lHeurin, who sig118u 
the record as "missionary priest." This is the 
oldest record to be found of the church's recog 
nition of Arkansas now extant. That Marquette 

held church service and erected the cross of Christ 
nearly one hundred years anterior to the record 
date in Arkan"las is given in the standard histories 
of the United StaLes. Rev. Girard succeeded 
Meurin. It may be glpaneu. from these records 
that in 1788 De La Valliere was in command of 
Arkansas Post. In 1786 the attending priest was 
Rev. Louis GuigneR. The record is next signed by 
Rev. Gibault in 1792, and next by Rev. J annin in 
1793. In 1820 is found the name of Rev. Chau
dorat. In 1834 Rev. Dupuy, and In 1838 Father 
Donnelly was the priest in charge. These remained 
in custody of the first mission at Arkansas Post. 
The second mission established was St. Mary's, 
now Pine Bluff. The first prieet at that point was 
Rev. Saulmier. Soon after, another mission, St. 
Peter's, was established in Jefferson County, and 
the thIrd mission, also in Jefferson County, was 
next established at Plum Bayou. In order, the 
next mission was at Little Rock, Rev. Emil Saul
mier in charge; then at Fort Smith; then Helena, 
and next Napoleon and New Gascony, respectively. 

The Catholic population of the State is esti 
mated at 10,000, with a total number of churches 
and missions of forty. There are twenty two 
church schools, convents and academies, the school 
attendance being 1,600. The first bishop in the 
Arkansas diocese was Andrew Byrne, 1844. He 
died at Helena in 1862, his successor being the 
present incumbent, Bishop Edward FitzGerald, 
who came in 1867. 

From a series of art~cles published in the Ar
kansas MethodiRt, of the current year, by the emi
nent and venerable Rev. Andrew Hunter, D. D., 
are gleaned the following important facts of this 
Church's history in Arkansas: Methodism came to 
Arkansas by way of Missouri about 1814, a com
pany of emigrants entering from Southeast :&-lis
souri overland, and who much of the way had to 
cut out a road for their wagons. They had heard 
of the rich lands in Mound Prairie, Hempstead 
County. In this company were John Henrey, a 
local preacher, Alexander and Jacob Shook, broth
ers, and Daniel Props. In their long slow travels 
they reached the Arkansas River at Little Rock, 
and waited on the opposite bank for the comple. 
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tion of a ferry-boat then building. \Vhen these byterian Church, and nearly fatally weakened the 
people reached their destination they soon set up Methodist Church. Some irreverent laymen desig
a church, and erected the first Methodist "meet nated Elder Jesse Hale' B ministrations as the 
ing-house " in Arkansas, called Henrey's Chapel. "Hail storm" in Arkansas. Fortunately Hale 
"Father Henrey," as he was soon known far and was succeeded by Hev. Jesse Green, and he poured 
wide, reared sons, all prpachers. This little col- oil on the troubled waters, and saved Methodism 
ony were all sincere Methodists, and nearly all in Alkansas. "Green was our Moses." 
theie first generation of sons became preachers, The Tennessee Conference, 1831, sent eight 
some of them eminent. Jacob Shook and three preachers to Arkansas. namely: Andrew D. Smyth, 
of his sons entered the ministry; Gilbert Alex- John Harrell, Henry G. Joplin, William A. Boyce. 
ander, his sons and grandsons, became ministers William G. Duke, John N. Hammill, Alvin Baird 
of God's word, as did two of Daniel Props' sons. and Allen M. Scott. 
The small colony was truly the seed of the church A custom of those old time preachers now 
in Arkansas. passed away is worth preserving. When posBi-

In 1838 two young ministers were sent from bIe to do so they went over the circuit together, 
Tennessee to the Arkansas work, and came all two and two. One might preach the regular Ber 
the way to Mound Prairie on horseback. mon, when the other would "exhort." Under these 

The church records of Missouri show that the conditions young Rev. Smyth was accompanying 
conference of ] 817 sent two preachers to Arkan the regular circuit rider. He was at first diffi
sas-\Villiam Stevenson and John Harris. They dent, and "exhorted" simply by giving his hearers 
were directed to locate at Hot Springs. It is " Daniel in the lion's den." As the two staded 
conceded that. these two missionaries "planted around the circuit the second time, on reaching a 
Methodism in Arkansas." night appointment, before entering the house, and 

In 1818 the Missouri Conference sent four as they were returning from secret prayer in the 
laborers to Arkansas, with \Villiam Stevenson as brush, the preacher said: "Say, Andy, I'm going 
the presiding elder of the Territory. The circuits to preach, and when 1'm done you give 'em 
then had: John Shader, on Spring Hivel'; Thomas Daniel and the lions again." Evidently Andy and 
Tennant, Arkansas circuit; \Y. Orr, Hot Springs; his lions were a terror to the natives. But the 
\Villiam Stevenson and James Lowrey, Mound young exhorter soon went up head, and became a 
Prairie. ,Vhat was called the Arkansas circuit in- noted divine. 
eluded the Arkansas Hiver, from Pine Bluff to the The Missouri Conference, 1832, made two dis
mouth. After years of service as presiding elder, tricts of Arkansas. Hev. A. D. Smyth had charge 
Stevenson was succeeded by John Scripps; the ap of Little Rock district, which extended over all the 
pointments then were: Arkansas circuit, Dennis country west, incluiling the Cherokee and Creek 
vVilley; Hot Springs, Isaac Brookfielu; Mound Nations. 
Prairie, John Harris; Pecan Point, William Town- The formation of the Methodist Episcopal 
send. The Missouri Conference, ] 823, again made Church, South, occurred in 184:4. This is a well 
\VilIiam Stevenson presiding elder, with three itin known part of the history of our country. In Ar 
erants for Arkansas. In 1825 Jesse Hale became kansas the church amid all its trials and vicissi 
presiding eliler. He was in charge until 1829. He tudes has grown and flourished. The State now 
was an original and outspoken abolitionist, and has fifteen districts, with 200 pastoral charges, and, 
taught and preached his faith unreservedly; so it is estimated, nearly 1,000 congregations. 
much so that large numbers of the leading fam- The Methodist Episcopal Church has a com 
ilies left the :lUethodist Episcopal Church and 
joined the Cumberland Presbyterians. This was 

fortable church in Little Rock, and several good 
sized congregations in different portions of the t 

j 
 the sudden building up of the Cumberland Pres State. This church and the l\1ethodist Episcopal 
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Church, South, .are separate and wholly distinct 
in their organizatIOn. 

The Baptists are naturally a pioneer and fron
tiE."r church people. They are earnest and sincere 
proselyterFl to the faith, and rf'ach very effectively 
people in general. The Baptist Church in Ben 
ton celebrated, July 4, 18'39, its fifty-third anni
versary. Originally called Spring Church, it was 
built about two miles from the town. The organi 
zation took place under the sheltering branches of 
an old oak tree. One of the first churches of this 
order was the Mount Bethel Church, auout six 
miles west of Arkadelphia, in Clark County. This 
was one of the oldest settled points by English 
speaking people in the State. The church has 
grown with the increase of population. 

Rev. James 1\1. Moore organized in Little Rock, 
in 1828, the first Presbyterian Church in Arkan
sas. He was from Pennsylvania, eminent for his 
ability, zeal and piety. For 80me time he was 
the representative of his church in a wide portion 
of the country south and west. He was succeeded 
by Rev. A. R. Banks, from the theological sem
inaryof Columbia, S. C., who sE."ttled in Hempstead 
County in 1835 36 and organized and built Spring 
Hill Church, besides another at Washington. 'rhe 
next minister in ordE."r of arrival was Rev. John 
M. Erwin. He located at Jackson, near the old 
town of Elizabeth, but his life was not spared long 
after coming. He assistE."d Revs :l\Ioore and Banks 
in organizing the first presbytery in Arkansas. 

In 1839 Rev. J. M. Moore, mentioned above, 
removed to what is now Lonoke County, and or 
ganized a congregation and built Sylvania Church. 
His successor at Little Rock was Rev. Henderson, 
in 1840. The death of Rev. Henderson left no 
quorum, and the Arkansas presbytery became fune 

ius officio. 
Rev. Aaron 'Williams, from Bethel presbytery, 

South Carolina, came to Arkansas in 184:2, and 
settled in Hempstead County, taking charge of a 
large new academy at that place, which had been 
built by the wealthy people of the locality. He at 
once re-organized the church at ,rashington, which 
had been some time vacant. Arkansas then be
longed to the synod of Mississippi. In 1842, in 
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company with Rev. A. R. Banks, he traveled 
over the swamps and through the forests 4:00 miles 
to attend the Mississippi synod at Port Royal. 
Their mission was to ask the synod to allow Revs. 
'Yilliams, Moore, BankR and Shaw to organize the 
Arkansas presbytery. They obtained the pE'rmis 
sLon, and meEting in Little Rock the first Sunday 
in January, 1843, organized the Arkansas presby 
tery. The Rev. Balch had settled in Dardanelle, 
and he joined the new presbytery. In the next 
few years Revs. Byington and Kingsbury, Con 
gregational ministers, who bad been missionaries to 
the Indians since 181S, also joined the Arkansas 
presbytery. The synod of Memphis was subse
quently formed, of which Arkansas was a part. 
There were now three presbyteries west of Mem
phis: Arkansas, Ouachita and Indian. In Ib36 
Arkansas was composed of four presbyteries-two 
Arkansas and two Ouachita. 

Rev. Aaron Williams assumed charge at Little 
Rock in 1843, where he remained until January, 
1845. There was then a vacancy for some years 
in that church, when the Rev. Joshua F. Green 
ministered to the flock. He was succeeded by 
Rev. Thomas Fraser, who continued until 1859. 
All these had been supplies, and in 1859 Little 
Rock was made a pastorate, and Rev. Thomas R. 
vYelch was installed as first pastor. He filled the 
position the next twenty-five years, and in 1885 
resigned on account of ill health, and was sent 
as counsel to Canada, where he died. About the 
close of his pastorate, the Second Presbyterian 
Church of Little Rock was organized, and their 
house built, the Rev. A. R. Kennedy, pastor. He 
resigned in September, 188'3, being succeeded by 
James R. Howerton. After the resignation of Dr. 
'Velch of the First Church, Dr. J. C. Barrett was 
given charge. 

Rev. Aaron Williams, after leaving the synod, 
became a synodical evangelist, and traveled over 
the State, preaching wherever he found small col
lections of people, and organizing churches. He 
formed the church at Fort Smith and the one in 
Jackson County. 

A synodical college IS at BateSVIlle, and is 
highly prosperous. 
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)lAIIIES ILLUSTRIOUS IN ARKANSAS HISTORy-PRU:.HINEN'£ MENTION OF NOTED INDIVIDUALS-AMBROSE 


H. SEYIER-'VILLIAl\I E. 'VOODRUFF-JOHN WILSON-JOlIN HEMPIIILL-JACOB BAHKMAN-Dn. 


B9WIE--SAXDY FAULKNER-SAMUEL II. HE~IPSl.'EAD-TRENT, 'VILLIAIIIS, SHINN FAIIIlLIES, 


AND OTIIEIlS-TlIE CONWAYS-ROBERT CmTTENDEN ARCHIBALD YELL-JUDGE 


DAYID WALKER-GEN. G. D. ROYSTON-JUDGE J AllIES ·W. BATES. 


The gen' ral voice 
Sounds him, for courtesy, behaviour, language 
And ev'ry fair demeanor, an example; 
Titles of honour add not to his worth, 
Who is himself an honour to his title.-Ford. 

o history of Arkansas, worthy 
of the name, could fail to 
refer to the lives of anum 
bel' of its distinguished 
citizens, whose relation to 
great public events has 
made them a part of the 

interest to each and every reader 
of the present volume. 

Ambrose H. Sevier, was one of 
the foremost of the prominent men 
of his day, and deserves especial 
mention. The recent removal of 

the remains of Gen. John Sevier from 
Alabama to Knoxville, Tenn. (June lU, 
1889),has awakened a wide-spread inter

est in this historic family name. The re·interment 
of the illustrious ashes of the first governor, found
er and Congressman of Tennessee, by the State he 
had made, was but an act of long deferred justice 
to one of the most illustrions and picturesque char1 acters in American history. He {olluded two States 

and was the first governor of each of them; one of 
these States, Tennessee, he had, in the spirit of dis
interested patriotism, erected on the romantic ruins 
of the other-the mountain State of "Franklin.)) 
A distinguished Revolutionary soldier, he was the 
hero of King's Mountain, where he and four broth
ers fonght. He was first governor of the State 
of "Franklin," six times governor of Tennessee, 
three times a member of Congress, and in no in
stance did he ever have an opponent to contest 
for an office. He was in thirty-five hard fought 
battles; had faced in bitter contest the State of 
North Carolina, which secretly arrested and ab
ducted him from the new State he had carved out 
of North Carolina territory; was rescued in open 
court by two friends, and on his return to his ad 
herents as easily defeated the schemes of North 
Carolina as he had defeated, in many battles, the 
Cherokee Indians. No man ever voted against 
"Nolichucky Jack," as he was familiarly called
no enemy ever successfully stood before him in 
battle. A great general, statesman, and patriot, 
he was the creator and builder of commonwealths 
west of the Alleghanies, and he guided as greatly 
and wisely as did Washington and Jefferson the t 
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new States and Territories he formed in the paths 
of democratic freedom; and now, after be bas slept 
in an obscure grave for three quarters of a century, 
the fact is beginning to dawn upon the nation that 
Gov. John Sevier made Washington, and all that 
great name implies, a possibility. 

The name, illustrious as it is ancient, numer
ous and wide-spread, is from the French Pyrenees, 
Xavier, where it may be traced to remote times. 
St. Francis Xavier was of this family. and yet the 
American branch were exiles from the old world 
because of their revolt against papal tyranny. 
Sturdy and heroic as they were in the faith, their 
blood was far more virile, indeed stalwart, in de
fense of human rights and liberty, wherever or by 
whomsoever assailed. 

In France, England and in nearly every vVest
ern and Southern State of the Union are branches 
of the Xaviers, always prominent and often emi
nent in their day and time. But it was reserved 
to the founder of the American branch of the 
Seviers to be the suprpme head of the illustrious 
line. He builded two commonwealths and was im
pelled to this great work in defense of the people, 
and in resistance to the encroachments of the cen 
tral powers of the paternal government. 

In Arkansas the Seviers, Oonways and Rectors 
were united by ties of blood as well as by the ever 
stronger ties of the sons of liberty, independence 
and patriotism. Here were three of the most 
powerful families the State has ever had, and in 
public affairs tbey were as one. The political 
friend and worthy model of Gov. John Sevier was 
Thomas Jefferson. Indeed, Gen. Sevier was the 
fitting and immortal companion piece to Jefferson 
in those days of the young and struggling repnb 
lic. The Seviers of Arkansas and lUissouri were 
naturally the admirers of Andrew Jackson cham 
pions of the people's rights, watchdogs of liberty. 

Ambrose H. Sevier, was the Bon of John, who 
was the Bon of Valentine and Ann Conway Sevier, 
of Greene County, Tenn. Ann Conway was the 
daughter of Thomas and Ann Rector Oonway. 
Thus this family furnished six of the governors of 
Arkansas. 

In 1821, soon after Mr. Sevier's coming to Ar
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kansas, he was elected clerk of the Territorial 
house of representatives. In 1&2:3 he was elected 
from Pulaski County to the legislature, and con
tinued a member and was elpcted speaker in 1827. 
He was elected to Congress in August, 1828, to 
succeed his uncle, Henry \V. Conway, who had 
been killed in a duel with Orittenden. He was 
three times elected to Congress. \Vhen the State 
came into the Union, Sevier and ·William S. Fulton 
were elected first senators in Congress. Sevier 
resigned his seat in the Senate in 18-18, to accept 
the mission of minister plenipotentiary to Mexico, 
and, in connection with Judge Clifford, negotiated 
the treaty of Guadaloupe Hidalgo. This was the 
last as well as crowning act of his life. He died 
shortly after returning from bis mission. The 
State has erected a suitable monument to his mem
ory in Mount Holly Oemetery, Little Rock, whel'e 
sleeps his immortal dust. 

How curiously fitting it was that the Sevier 
of Arkansas should follow so closely in the foot
steps of the great governor of Tennessee, his lineal 
ancestor, and be the instrument of adrling 80 im
mensely to the territory out of which have grown 
such vast and rich commonwealths. As builders 
of commonwealths there is no name in American 
history which approaches that of Sevier. A 
part of the neglect-the ingratitude, possibly of 
l'epublics, is shown in the fact that none of the 
States of which they gave the Union so many bear 
their family name. 

\Villiam E. Woodruff was in more than one 
sense a pioneer to Arkansas. He was among 
the distinguished men who first hastened hen' 
when the Territory was formed, and brought with 
him the pioneer newspaper press, and established 
the Arkansas Gazette. This is now a flourishing 
dally and weekly newspaper at the State capital, 
and one of the oldest papers in the country. Of 
himself alone there was that in the character and 
life of Mr. V,'oodruff which would have made him 
one of the historical pioneers to cross the 1\Iis8is
sippi River, and cast his fortune and future in this 
new world. But he was a worthy disciple and 
follower of Ben. Franklin, who combined with the 
art preservative of arts, the genius that lays found- t 
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abons for empires in government, and the yet far 
greater empires in the fields of intellectual life. 

He was a native of Long Island, Suffolk Coun
ty, N. Y. Leaving his bome in 1818, upon the 
completion of his apprenticeship as printer, with 
the sparse proceeds of his earnings as apprentice 
he turued his face westward. Reaching \Vheel 
ing, Va., he embarked in a canoe for the falls of 
the Ohio, now Louisville, where he stopped and 
worked at his traue. Finding no sufficient open
ing to permanently locate in this place, he started 
on foot, by way of Russellville, to Nashville, Tenn., 
and for a time worked at his trade in that place 
and at Franklin. Still looking for a possible 
future home further west, he beard of the Act of 
Congl'ess creating the Territory of Arkansas, to 
take effect July 4, 1819. He at once purchased 
a small outfit for a newspaper office and started to 
the newly formed Territory, determined if possible 
to be first on the ground. He shipped by keel boat 
down the Cumberland river, the Ohio and the 
Mississippi Rivers to lVlontgomery's Point, at the 
mouth of \Vhite River; thence overland to Arkansas 
Post, the first Territorial capital. Montg~mery 

Point was then; and for some years after, the main 
shipping point for the interior points of the 
Arkansas Territory. From this place to the capi
tal, he found nothing but a bridle path. He 
therefore secured a pirogue, and with the s8rvices 
of two boatmen, passed through the cut off to 
Arkansas River and then up this to Arkansas Post, 
reaching his point of destination October 31, 1819. 
So insignificant was the Post that the only way he 
could get a house was to build one, which he did, 
and November 20, 1819, issued the first paper
the Arkansas Gazette. He was the entire force of 
the office--mechanical, clerical and editorial. To
day his own work is bis fitting and perpetual 
monument- linking his name indissolubly with 
that of Arkansas and immortality. 

His genius was in the direct energy and the 
~mpelling forces which drove it with the Bure cer
tainty of fate over every opposing obstacle. Broad, 
strong and great in all those qualities which 
characterize men pre eminent in the varied walks 
of life; a true nation founder and builder, his 

useful life was long spared to the State, which will 
shed luster to itself and its name by honoring the 
memory of one of its first and most illustrious 
pioneers-\Y illiam E. \,y oouruff. 

Reference having been made to John Wilson 
in a previous chapter, in connection with his un 
fortunate encounter with J. J. Anthony, on the 
floor of the hall of the legislature, it is but an act 
of justice that the circumstances be properly ex
plained, together with SOllie account of the mau
ner of man he really was. 

John \V iIson carne from Kentucky to Arkansas 
in the early Territorial times, 1820. His wife was 
a Hardin, of the noted family of that State a sis
ter of Joseph Hardin, of Lawrence Oounty, Ark., 
who was speaker of the first house of representa
tives of the Territorial legislature. The 'Vilsons 
and Hardins were prominent and highly respecta
ble peoplf'. 

When a very young man, John Wilson was 
elected to the Territorial legislature, where be was 
made speaker and for a number of terms filled that 
office. He was a member of the first State legis
lat1ue and again was elected speaker. He was the 
first president of the Real Estate Bank of Arkan
sas. Physically he was about an average-sized 
man, very quiet in his manner and retiring, of dark 
complexion, eyes and bair, lithe and sinewy in 
form, and in his daily walk as gentle as a woman. 
He was devoted to his friends, and except for 
politics, all who knew him loved him well. There 
was not the shadow of a shade of the bully or des
perado about him. He was a man of the highest 
sense of personal bonoI', with an iron will, and even 
when aroused or stung by injustice or an attack 
upon his integrity his whole nature inclined to 
pea('e and good will. He was a great admirer of 
General Jackson there was everything in the 
natures of the two men where the" fellow feeling 
makes us wondrous kind." 

The difficulty spoken of occurred in 1836. "Vil-, 
son was a leader in the Jackson party. Anthony 
aspired to the lead in the Whig party. At that 
time politics among the active of each faction meant 
personality. It was but little else than open war, t 
and the frontier men of those days generally went 
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armed, the favorite weapon being the bowie 
knife -a neCeSRal'Y part of a hunter's equipment. 
Unfriendly feelings existed between "\'"Ilson and 
Anthony. 

Upon the mOl'ning of the homiciu.e (in words 
the substance of the account given by the late 
Gen. G. D. Royston, who was an eye witness) 
Mr. Wilson came into the hall a little late, evi
dently disturbed in mind, and undoubtedly ruf
fled by reason of something he had been told that 
1\I1'. Anthony had previously said about him in dis
cussing a bill concerning wolf-scalps. A serio 
comic amendment had been offen,d to the bill to 
make scalps a legal tender, and asking the presi 
dent of the Real Estate Bank to certify to the 
genuineness of the same. Anthony had the floor. 
vVhen 'Yilson took the speaker's chair he com· 
manded Anthony to take his seat. The latter 
brusquely declined to do so. 'Vilson left the chair 
and approached his opponent, who stood in the 
aisle. The manner of the parties indicated a per
sonal encounter. As 'Vilson walked down the aisle 
he was seen to put his hand in the bosom of his 
vest. Anthony drew his knife. Gen. Hoyston said 
that when he saw this, hoping to check the two 
men he raised his chair and held it between them, 
and the men fought across or over the chair. They 
struck at each other inflicting great wounds, which 
were hacking blows. 'Vilson' 8 left hand was nearly 
cut off in warding a blow from Anthony's knife. 
vVilson was physically a smaller man than Anthony. 
Royston held the chair with all his strength be
tween the two now desperate individuals. So far 
Anthony's longer arm had enabled him to give the 
greatest wounds, when 'Yilson with his shoulder 
raised the chair and plunged his knife into his 
antagonist, who sank to the floor and died immedi
ately. It was a duel with bowie knives, without 
any of the preliminaries of such encounters. ,yilson was carried to his bed, where for a long 
time he was confine(l The house expelled him 
the next day. The civilized world of course was 
shocked, so bloody and ferocious had been the 
engagement. 

j 
'Wilson removed to Texas about 1842, locating 

~.:etlar Grove, near DAllas, where ho died soon 

after the close of the late war. Mrs. A. J. Gentry, 
his daughter, now resides in Olark County, Ark. 
The Harclius, living in Clark County, are of the 
same family as was 1\lrs. ·Wilson. 

John Hemphill, a South Carolinian, was born 
a short distance above Augusta, Ga. He immi 
grated west and reached (now) Clark County, Ark., 
in 1811, bringing with him a large family and a 
uumber of slaves, proceeding overland to Bayou 
Sara, La., and from that point by barges to near 
where is Arkadelphia, then a settlement at a place 
called Blakeleytown, which was a year old at the 
time of :Mr. Hemphill's location. He found Iiving 
there on his arrival Adam Blakeley, Zack Davis, 
Samuel Parker, Abner Highnight and a few others. 

Mr. Hemphill was attracted by the salt waters 
of the vicinity, and after giving the subject intel
ligent investigation, in 1814 built his salt works. 
Going to New Orleans, he procured a barge and 
purchased a lot of sugar kettles, and with these 
completed his preparations for making salt. His 
experiment was a success from the start and he 
carried on his extensive manufactory until his 
death, about 1825. The works were continued by 
his descendants, with few intermissions, untii 1851. 
Jonathan O. Callaway, his son in-law, was, until 
that year, manager and proprietor. 

There is a coincidence in the Iives of the two 
men who were the founders of commerce and man
ufacturing in Arkansas, Hemphill and Barkman, 
in that by chance they became traveling compan
ions on their way to the new country. 

Two brothers, Jacob and John Barkman, came 
to Arkansas in 1811. They worked their passage 
in the b>arge of John Hemphill, from Bayou Sara, 
La., to Blakeleytown, near Arkadelphia. They 
were a couple of young Kentuckians, full of cour
age, hope, and strong sense, seeking bomes in the 
wilderness. Their coming antedated that of the 
first steamboat on western waters, and the history 
of the river commerce of this State with New Or
leans will properly credit Jacob Bar1.man with 
being its founder. Considering the times and real
izing what such men as Jacob Barkman did, one 
is constrained to the belief that alllong the first 
settlers of Arkansas were men of enterprise, fore



HIBTOHY OF ARKANSAS. 

sight and daring in COlllmerce that haye cl'rtainly 
not been surpassed by their succes::;o1'::;. 

On a previous page the method::; of thit-l pionE'er 
merchant in the conduct of his bmlillP:-'s have bO(,ll 
noted. His miscellaneous cargo of bear oil, ::;kiu::;, 
pelts, tallow, etc., found a ready market in N PW 

Orleans, which place he reached by ri vel', return 
ing some six months later well laden with commod 
ities best suited to the needs of the people. In
deed hi::; "stOl'f'" grew to be an important institu 
tion. He really carried on trade from New Orlpans 
to Arkadelphia. In 1820 he purchasell of the gov
ernment about 1,200 acres of land on tllP Caddo, 
fuur miles from Arkadelphia, alld farmed exten 
sively and had many (lattle and horses, constantly 
addiug to the number of his slaves. Having 
fined the field where he was he sought wider op
portunities, anu in 18-4-0, in company with J. G. 
Pratt, opf'ned an extensive cotton commission busi 
ness in New Orleans, building large warehouses 
and stores. 1\lr. Barkman next purchase~l the 
steamboat "Dime," a bide wheeler, finely built 
and carrying 400 bales of cotton. He ran this in 
the interest of the New Orleans commission house; 
owned his crews, and loacled the boat with cot 
ton from his own plalltation. In 1'34-1 hi::; boat 
proudly brought up at New Orleans, wpll ]a<len with 
cotton. The owner was on boanl ana fnll of hupp 
and anticipated joy at his trip, and also to meet 
his newly married wife (the seconu), when thp~f' 
hopes were rudely dashed by the appearance of an 
officer who seized the boat, cargo and slave,"" evel'y 
thiDg aml arrested 1\11'. Barkman and plncpd him 
in jail uuder an attachment for uf'bts incurrecl by 
the commis~ion house. His radner in h1<'; absence 

had wrecke 1 th€' honse. 
To so arrange matters that he might get out oE 

jail and return to his old home on the Uaddo, with 
little left of this world't> goods, wa~ thE' be~t the poor 
man could do. He' finally saved. froID the wreck
age his fine farm and a few negroes, am], nothing 
daunted, again went to work to rebuild his fortnne. 
He erected a cotton factory on the Cacldo Riv8r, 
and expended some $:30.000 on the plant, having 
it ahout ready to commence operating when the 
water camE' dashing down the mountain streams in 

a s1.Hlden auu unusual rise, and swept it all away. 
rrhis bravf' pioneer spent no hour of his life in idle 
gripfs at his extraonlinary 10"8es. Though unscrn 
PUlOllS arts of business sharks and dire visitations 
of the elements combined to make worthless his 
snperb fort'sight and. busilless energy, he overcame 
all obstacles, and died aboL,t 1 ";)2, a wealthy man 
fot' that time. 

,Yhen Arkansas was yet a Territory, among its 
early pioneers was Dr. \Yilliam Bowie, whose name 
has become familiar to the civilized world, though 
not in the way that most men are emulous of im· 
mortality. Dr. Bowie had. located, or was a frequent 
visitor, in Helena, Ark., and was a typical man of 
his times jolly, careless and social, anu very fond 
of hunting and fishing. 

Among the first settlers in Little Rock was a 
blacksmith, named Black. He possessed skill in 
working in iron and steel, and Boon gained a wide 
rpputation for the superior hunting knives he 
made. Whpn nearly every man hunted more or 
less, and as a good knife was a necessity, it will 
be seen that Black was filling a general want. 
The material he worked illto knives cunsisted of 
old files. 

One day while he was just finishing a superior 
and somewhat new style of hunting knife, Dr. 
Bowie happened to enter the shop. The moment 
1If' saw the article he determined to possess it 
at any price. Black had not really made it to 
sell simply to gratify a desire to see how fine a 
blade he could makf', and keep it. But a bargain 
was finally arranged, the blacksmith to complete it 
and pnt Bowie's name on the hanole. TIlE' inscrip 
tion being neatly done read: "Bowie's Knife." Its 
beauty and finish attracted wiue attention, and all 
who conlJ afford it onlerec.l a similar one, the namp 
of which was soon shortellec.l into" BOWIe Knife." 
Bowie died a patriot's death, fighting for the in 
dependencE' of Texa-;, by the side of David Crockf'tt. 

The one pre-eminent thing which entitles the 
Arkansas pioneer, Sandy Faulkner. to immortality 
is the fad that he is the real, original' 'Arkansaw 
Travelpr. " He was an early settler. a huntpr, a wild, 

jolly, reckless spendthrift, and a splendid fiddler. 

He was of a wealthy Kentucky family. and settl~ 
t 


.1 
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first in Chicot Connty anll then on the rivpr only a 
few miles below Little Rock. By inheritance be 
received two or tbree mo(lerate fortunes, and spent 
them royally. Of a roving nature, IT witty and rol
licking companioll, he would roam through the 
woods, hunting for days and weeks, and then en
liven the village resorts for a while. He was born 
to encounter just such a character as he did chance 
to find, playing on a three stringed fiddle the fir~t 
part of a particular tune. Now there WRS but 011e 
thing in this world that could touch his heart with 
a desire to possess, and that was to hear the re
mainder of the tune. 

After meeting this r1:1re character in the woods 
what a world of enjoyment Sanely did carry to the 
village on his next return! ., ,nth just enough 
and not too much," with fiddle in his haud, the 
villagers gathered about him while he repeated the 
comedy. His zest in the ludicrous, his keen wit 
and his inimitable acting, especially his power of 
mimicry and his mastery of the violin, enabled him 
to offer his associates an f'ntertainment never 
surpassed, either on or off the mimic stage. 

After the war Faulkner lived in Little Rock 
until his death in 1873, in straitened circumstan
ces, residing with a widowed daughter and one son. 
Another son was killed in the war; the two daugh
ters married and are both dead, and the son and 
only remaining child left this portion of the coun
try some years ago. 

When Faulkner died-over eighty years of age 
he held a subordinate office in the legislature 

then in session, which body adjourned and respect 
fully buried all that was mortal of the "Arkansaw 
Traveler," while the little morceau fl'om his 
hal'mless and genial soul ,vill continue to travel 
around the world anu never stop, the thrice weI 
come guest about every firesiue. 

vVhat a comment is here in thifl careless, aim 
less life and that vaulting ambition that struggles, 
and wars and Buffers and sows tLe world with 
woe that men's names may live after death. Poor 
Sandy had no thought of distinction; his life was a 
laugh, so unmixed with care £01' the morrow an{1 
so merry th~t It has filleu a worlel with it-> cease

~::eCLoe9. 

Though there may be in this country no titled 
aristocracy, there are nobles, whose rpmolest de 
seendants may claim that distinction of race and 
bloou which follow::; the memory of the great deeds 
of illustrious sires. It is the nobles whose lives 
and life's great work were given to the cause of their 
fellowmen in that noblest of all human efforts
liberty to mankind. There iR something forever 
sacreu lingering about the graves, na), the very 
ground, where these men exposed their lives and 
struggled for each and all of us. All good men 
{and no man ('an really be called good who does not 
love liberty and independence above everything in 
the world) canllot but feel a profound interest in 
the lineal dle'seendants of Revolutionary fathers. 
" My ancestor was a soldier in the war for inde- . 
pendence!" is a far nobler claim to greatness than 
is that of the most royal blue blood in all heraldry. 

·W. P. Huddleston, of Sharp'S Cross Roads, 
Independence County, has the following family 
tree: Israel McBee was for seven years a soldier 
in a North Carolina regiment in the Revolutionary 
War. He died in Grainger County, Tenn., aged 
110 years. He was the father of Samuel :l\IcBee. 
who was the father of Rachel :lHcBee, who marriec1 
John Huddleston, the grand father of 'Y. P. Hud
dleston, Jr. The M('Bees were originally from 
Scotland. 

Samuel S. ,Yelborn, of Fort Douglas, Johnson 
County, was the youngest son of Elias. Samuel 
was burn December 30, 184:2. Hi" grandfather, 
Isaac \Yelborn, was seven years a soldier in a 
Georgia regiment, and died at Hazel Green, Ala., 
in 1833, aged eighty ·four years. 

Samuel H. Hempstead is a name illustrious in 
Arkansas outside of the fact that it is descended 
directly from a soldier in thE' war for imlepend
ence. The above named was bOl"n in New Londou. 
Conn., in l'i14, and died in Little Rock in 18n~. 
He was a son of Joseph Hempstead, born in New 
Lon<1on in lit'i, ana di(:d in St. Louis ill 183]. 
J osepb was a son of StephE'n Hpmp~teaa. born in 
New London in 174:2, and dipd in St. Louis ill 
1832. Stephen was a f,ohIif'l' in the American 
Revolution, serving under Col. Leclyanl at the 
Lattle of Fort GriElwolc1. neal' New Lont10n, vl'i18n 
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these towns were captured by the British umler 
Benedict Arnold, September 6, 1781. Hempstead 
was wounded twice during the engagement a 
severe gunshot wound in the left elbow disabling 
him in the arm for life. He wrote and published 
in the Missouri Republican in 1826, a detailed ac
count of the battle. 

Stephen Hempstead's father was also Stephen 
Hl?mpstead, born in 170r> and died in 1774. The 
records of Connecticut, Vol. VII, show that he 
was made an ensign in a train band company, 
by the colonial council, in October, 1737, where he 
served with distinction through tbis war, known as 
King George's 'Nar. In May, 17-10, he was made 
surveyor by the council. He was the son of 
Joshua Hempstead, born in ]678, and died in 
1758. He was a representative in the Connecticut 
council in O('tober, 1709; a member of the Royal 
council in October, 1712; ensign in train band com 
pany in 1721; lieutenant in same company inl\1ay, 
172-1; auditor of accounts in May, 1725. He was 

·the son of Joshua Hempstead, Sr., born in 1G-1I), 
and died in 1709; Joshua Hempstead, Sr.; was a 
son of Robert Hempstead, born in 1600 and died 
in 1665. The last named was the immigrant to 
America, one of the original nine settlers of New 
London, Conn., the founder of the town i-irst called 
Hempstead, on Long Island. In 1()4G Robert 
Hempstead built t-t house at New London for a res 
idence, which is still standing, an ancient relic of 
great interest. It iR occupied by descendants of 
the builder, named Caii<3, from the female branches. 
Though much modernizpd the old house still shows 
the port holes used for defense .against the Indians. 
A daughter of Robert Hempstead, Mary, was the 
first white child born in New London, 1\1arch ~(), 

IG47. 
Fay and Roy Hempstead, Little Rock, are de 

scendant:'! of this family. Other descendant:'! live 
in t;t. Louis, 1\10. 

Jesse \Y illiams, of Prince ,Yilliam County, Ya., 
enlisted under Dinwiddie's call in the French 
Indian 'Val' on the Ellglish settlers in 175-1, 
uncleI' then Lieut. Col. Washington, of the First 
Virginia Regiment of] 30 men. The command at
tempted to reach where is HOW Pittsburg to rplieve 

Trent's command at that place. Two descendants 
of the 'rrents now live in \Yashington County. In 
this hard march to Fort Duquesne the men dragged 
their cannon, were without tents and scant of pro 
vi8ions, and depriv0d of material or means for 
bridging rivers. They fought at Fort Necessity. 
\Yashington cut a road twenty miles toward Du
quesne. On July 3 the fight took place, and .July 
4: \Vashington capitulated on honorable terms. 

In 1755 Jesse \Y illiams again entered the ser
vice under Washington and joined Braddock at 
Fort Cumberland. In 1758 he was once more with 
Washington when Forbes moved on Fort Duquesne, 
being present at the capture, and helped raise the 
flag and name the place Pittsburg. 

In the Revolutionary \Var be was one of the 
first to enlist from Virginia, and was commissioned 
captain, and was present in nearly all the battles 
of thfit long war. 

The maternal ancestor of the \Villiams family 
was Thomas Rowe, of Virginia, a colonel in the war 
for independence, who was at the surrender of 
Yorktown. 

David \Villiams, a son of Jesse, married Betsy 
Rowe. He was a soldier in the ·War of 1812, and 
served with distinction, and also in the Seminole 
\Ya1'. He settled in Kentucky, Franklin County. 
His children were Jacob, Urban V., Betty, Mil 
lie, Hattie and Susan; the children of Urban Y. 
Williams being John, Pattie and Minnie. Bettie 
married J eptha Robinson, and had children, David, 
Owen, Austin, l\lay, Hettie, Ruth, Rue, Jacob, 
Frank and Sallie. Hettie married Dr. Andrew 
Neat, and had children, Thomas, Estelle (Brink
ley), Ella (Ford). Addis and Ben. Sue married 
George Poor, aml had children, George, Lizzie, 
Sue and Minnie. Jacob Williams, the father of 
1\1r:'!. Minnie C. Shinn (wife of Prof. J. H. Shinn, 
of Little Rock), Otis \Yilliams and Mattie \Yil 
Iiams, Little Rock; Joseph Desha \Yilliams and 
Maggie ,Yells, R usseIl ville; Lucian and Virgil, 
1\Iemphis, are all of thi:'! family. Jacob \Yilliams 
wag a private in the Fifth Kentucky, in the late 
war, uuder Humphrey 1\Iarshall. 

Among the pioneers of what is now the State 
of Arkam:as, thf're was perhaps no Olle family that 
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furnished so many noted characters and citizens 
as the Conway family. Their genealogy is traced 
" back to the reign of Edward I, of England, in the 
latter part of the thirteenth century. to the cf'le
brated Castle of Conway, on Conway River, in 
the north of Wales, where the lords of Conway, 
in feudal times presided in royal style." Thomas 
Conway came to America about the year 1740, 
and settled in the Virginia colony. Henry Conway 
was his only son. The latter was first a colonel 
and afterward a general in the Revolutionary "Val'. 
His daughter, Nellie, after marriage, became the 
mother of President Madison, and his son, Mon
cure D., was brother in law to Gen. \Vashington. 

Thomas Conway, another son of Gen. Henry 
Conway, settled, during the Revolutionary period, 
near the present site of Greenville, Tenn. He 
married Ann Rector, a native of Virginia, and 
member of the celebrated Rector family. To this 
union seven sons and three daughters were born, 
and all were well real'ed and well educated. 

In 1818, Gen. Thomag Conway moved with 
his family from Tennessee to St. Louis, in the 
Territory of Missouri, and soon after to Boone 
County, where he remained until his death, in 
1835. Henry Wharton Conway, the eldest son, 
was born March 18, 1793, in Greene Connty, 
Tenn., and served as a lieutenant in the 'Var of 
1g12-15; subsequently, in 1817, he served in the 
treasury department at \Vashington, immigrated 
to Missouri with his father in 1818, and early in 
1820, after being appointed receiver of public 
moneys, he immigrated in company with his next 
younger brother, James Sevier Conway, who was 
born in 1798, to the county of Arkansas, in the 
then Territory of Missonri. These two brothers 
took and executed large contracts to survey the 
public lands, and later on James S. became 
surveyor general of the Tprritory. During the 
twenties Hf'nry 'V. Conway served two terms as a 
delegate in Congress, and received the election 
in 1827 for the third term, but on the 2gth of 
October of that year, he was mortally wounded in 
a duel with Robert Crittenden, from the effects of 
which he died on the 9th of November, following. 
[See account of the duel elsewhere in this work. ] 

A marble shaft with an elaborate inscription, 
erected by his brother, James S. Conway, stands 
over his grave in the cemetery at Arkansas Post. 

James S. Conway became the first governor 
of the State of Arkansas, upon its admission into 
the Union, serving as such from 1836 to 184,0, 
after which he settled on his princely possessions 
on Red River in the southern part of the State. 
He was a large slave holder and cotton planter. 
He died on the 3d of lVlarch, 1855, at vralnut 
Hill, hig country seat, in Lafayette County. 

Frederick Rector Conway, the third son of 
Gen. Thomas Conway, was a noted character in 
Missouri and Illinois. John Rector Conway, the 
fourth son, was an eminent physician, who died in 
San Francisco in 1868. ,"Villiam B. Conway was 
born at the old homestead in Tennessee, about 180ft 
He was thoroughly educated, read law undpr 
John J. Orittenden, of Kentucky, and commenced 
the practice at Elizabethtown in that State. He 
moved to Arkansas in 184:0, and in 184:4 was 
elected judge of the Third circuit. In December, 
1846, he was elected associate justice of the 
supreme court. He died DecembN 29, 1852, and 
is buried by the siele of his noble mother, in 
:l\Iount Holly Cemetery, Little Rock. The sixth 
son. Thomas A., died in his twenty-second year in 
Missomi. 

The seventh and youngest son, Gov. Elias N. 
Conway, was born May 17, 1812, at the old home
stead in Tennessee, and in November, 1833, he 
left his parents' home in lHissonri, and came to 
Little Rock, and entered into a contract to survey 
large tracts of the public lands in the northwest
ern part of the State. Having executed thig can 
tract, he was, in 1836, appointed auclitor of State, 
a position which he held for thirteen years. In 
1852 and again in 1856, he was elected on the 
Democratic ticket as governor of the State, and 
served his full two terms, eight years, a longer 
period than any other governor has ever serve-d. 
Much could Le said, did space- permit, of thp emi 
nent services this man has rendered to Arkansas. 
Of the seven brothers named he is the only Olle 
now living. He leads a retired and secludeJ. life 
in Little Rock, in a small cottage in which he has 
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resided for over forty years. He has no family, 
having never been marrit'd. 

Robert Crittenden, youngest son of John Crit 
tenden, a major in the Revolutionary War, was born 
near Versailles, vVoodfol'd County, Ky" J <lnllary 
1, 1707. He was educated by and rerrd law with 
his brother, John J. Crittenden, in RURsell ville, 
that StatE'. Being appointeil first secretary of 
Arkansas Territory, he r8moved to Arkansas Post, 
the temporary seat of government, where on the 
3d day of March, 1819, he was inaugurated and 
assumed the duties of his office. On the same 
day James ilIiller was inaugurated first governor 
of the Territory. It seems, however, 'that Gov. 
]\'liller, thongh he helJ his office until succeeded by 
Gov. George Izard, in l\Ial'ch, 1823, was seldom 
present and only ?ccasiollally performed official 
duties. This left Crittenden to assume charge of 
the position as governor a great portion of the 
time while illiller held the office. Crittenden con
tinued as secretary of the Territory until succeeded 
by 'Villiam Fulton. in April, 1829, having served 
in that capacity a little over ten years. In 1827 
he fought a duel with Henry ",V. Conway, the ac
count of which is given elsewhere. According to 
Gen. Albert PikE'r with whom he was intimately 
associated, ' 'be was a man of fine presence and 
handsomE' fane, with clear bright eyes, and unmis 
takable intellect and genius, frank, genial, one to 
attach men warmly to himself, impulsive, generous, 
warm hearted." He was the firAt great leader of 
the ~Whig party in the rrerritory, and continned as 
such until his deatb, which occurred December 18, 
1834, at Vicksburg, Miss., whitber he had gone 
on business. He died thus young, and before the 
Territory, which he bad long amI faithfully served, 
became a State. 

Archibald Yell, not unfamiliar to Arkansans, 
was born in North Cm'olina, in August, 17D7, and 
while very yOlmg immigrated to Tennessee, and 
Rettled in Bedford. County. He berved. in thE' Creek 
\Va1' a'3 the boy captain or the ,TackAon Guard.s, 
uuder Gell. Jackson, also unaer t be same general 
in the "'Val' of 1812 13, participating in tIl\-' battle 
of New Orleans, and also in tllP Seminole War. 
He was a man of moderate euucation, anel when 

the ",Var of 1812 closeel, he read law and was ad 
mitted to the bar ill Tennessee. After the close of 
the Seminole War, he located at Fayetteville, Lin 
coIn County, Tenn., and there practiced law until 
1&32, when Presiuent Jackson gave him the choi~e 
to fill one of two vacancies, governor of Florida 
or Territorial judge in the Territory of Arkansas. 
He chose the latter amI in dne time located at 
Fayetteville, in \Vashington Connty. He wa'3 a 
man of fine personal appearance, pleasant and 
hUlUorous, and pOflsessed the faculty of m~kiIlg 
friends wherever he went. He was electeu and 
served as grand master of the Mw;;onic fraternity 
in the jurisdiction of Arkansas; was a Democrat 
in politics, and the first member of Congrr.>8s from 
the State of Arkansas; was governor of the State 
from 1',340 to 1844,; was elected again as a member 
of Congress in 1844, and served until 1846, whell 
he resigned to accept the colonelcy of an Arkansas 
regiment of volunteers for the 1\lexican 'Yar. He 
was killed in the battle of BuenA.. Vista, February 
22, 1847. 

In bis race for Congress in 1844, he was op
posed by the Hon. David \Valker, the leader of the 
",Vhig party, and they maue a joint canvass of thfl 
State. Yell could adapt himself to circumstances 
-to the different crowds of people more freely than 
could his antagonist. In 1847 the Masonic fra
ternity erected a monument to his memory in the 
cemetery at FayetteVille. Gov. Yell was a man of 
great ability, and one of the great pioneer states
men of Arkansas. 

The eminent jurist, Judge David Walker, de
scended from a line of English Quakers, of whom 
the last trans Atlantic ancestor in the male line 
was Jacob 'Valker, whose son George emigrated to 
America prior to the war of the Revolution, and 
settled in Brunswick County, Va. Here he mar
ried a lady, native to the manor born. and be
came the first American ancestor of a large and 
distinguished family. OIlO of his sons, J acoh 
'Vythe ""alker, born in the decade that ushered 
in the RE'volutioll, early in life removed to and 
settled in what is now Todd County, Ky. Hert', 
on the 19th day of February, 1/)00, was born un
to him and his wife, Nancy (Hawkins) 'Walker, 
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the subject of this sketch David \Valker. Young 
'Walker's opportunities for obtaiuing a school edu
cation in that then frontier country were limited. 
but, being the son of a good lawyer, he inhL'rited 
his father's energetic natnre, hecallle self educatC'c1, 
read law and was admitted to the bar in Scotts 
ville, Ky., early in Ib28, and there practiced 
until the fall 01 1~30, when he moved to Little 
Roc-k, Ark., arriving on the 10th of October. 
Soon after this he located at Fayetteville, ·Wash
ington County, and remained there, except when 
temporarily absent, until his death. From] ':,33 
to 1835 he was prosecuting attorney in the Third 
circuit. He -was one of the many able members of 
the constitutional convention of ] 836. In 18-:1:0 he 
rode" the tidal wave of whiggery" into the State 
senate, in which he served four years. In 1b44 he 
led the forlorn hope of his party in the ever memor 
able contest with Gov. Yell for Congress. In 
18-:1:8, while on a visit to Kentucky. and without 
his Imowledge, a legislature. largely Democratic, 
electell him associate justice of the supreme court 
over stl'ong Democratic opposition, embracing such 
men as Judges English amL "Villiam Conway, both 
of whom afterwards succeeded to the office. 

j 

He had always been a lover of the Union, but 
when the Civil ,rar came Oll, having heen born 
and reared in the South, and having become 
atts.ched to its institutions, he finally chose rather 
to cast his fortunes with the proposed Confederacy 
than with the Federal Union. In February 1861. 
he was elected a delegate to the State convention 
wbich convened on the 4th of JUarch, and finally, 
at its adjourned session, passed the ordinance of 
secessioll. He and Judge B. C. Totten were can 
didates for the· chairmanship of this com, ention, 
the former representing the Union sb'ength, and 
the latter the disunion element as it was tlwn 
developed. "Valker received forty out of the ~ev 
enty fiye votes cast, and thereupon took the chair; 
hut owing to the rapid change of sentiment all ot 
the majority, save one, finally voted with the 
minority. and Arkansas formally withdrew from the 
Union, with Jndge 'Vall~er as a leader. In 1~()() 

he was elected chief jnstice of the State, but ill 
Ie,. than two years was removed froIll the office hr 
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military pmver. At the clo'3e of the reconstruction 
ppl'iod he was again elected to the supreme bench 
anll served thereon until September, 1878, when 
he re:-oigned at the age of seventy-two, and retired 
to private life. He died September 30, ]879. He 
was a pious and conscientious man, an able jurist, 
a pioneer of Arkansas, higbly respected by its citi 

zens. 
Gen. Grandison D. ROYbton, a son of Joshua 

Royston and Elizabeth S. (Watson) Royston, na
tives, respectively, of l\1aryland and Virginia, and 
both of pure English descent, was born on tht' 
gth of Decembel', 180!), in Cartel' Couuty. Tenn. 
His father was an agriculturist and Indian trader 
of great energy and cbaractel', and bis mothel' 
was a daughter of tbat eminent Ml:'thodist divine, 
Rev. Samuel ,Yatson, one of the pioneers of 
the Holstein conference in East Tennebsee. He 
was educated in the common neighborhood schools 
and in a Presbyterian academy in ,Vashington 
County, Tenn. In 1829 he entered the law office 
of J uc1ge Emerson, at Jonesboro, in that State, 
and two years after was admitted to the bar. fSub 
beqneutly he emigratell to Arkansas Territory, and 
in ApriL ]832, located in Fayetteville, \Yashing 
ton County, wh(~re he remained only eight months. 
teaching school five days in the week and practic· 
ing law in justices' courts on Saturdays. He then 
moved to ,Yashington, in Hempstead County, 
w11ere he contilluec1 to reside until his death. In 
the performance of his professional duties be tray
eled the circuits of the Territory and State in that 
cavalcade of legal lights composed of E>uch men as 
Hempstead, Fowler, Trapnall, Cnmmins, Pike, 
,Yalker, Yell, Ashley, Bates, Searcy and others. 

In 1833 he was elected prosecuting attorney 
for the Third circuit, and performell thE' duties of 
that office for two years. In January. ] 836. he 
se1'Ved as a c1elegate from Hempstpad County in 
the convention at Little TIock, which framed the 
first constitution of the State; and in the fall of 
the same year he was elected to represent his 
COl1lIty in the iirst legislature of the State. After 
the expUlsion of .Tohn IYil"on, speaker of the house, 
who killecl Representatiye John J. Anthony, Roj
ston was on joint ballot elected to fill the vacant 

~~~~~~-----------------------------------~--~~ 
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speakership but declined the office. In lS41 
President Tyler appointed him United States dis 
trict attorney for the district of Arkansas, which 
office he held a sbort time and then reRigned it. 
In 1838 be represented the counties of HE'wpstead, 
PikE' and Lafayette in the State Ipgislature, and 
became the author of the levee system of the State. 
In 1::'01 he was elected to the Confederate Con
grE'ss, serving two years. In 1874 he was a dele
gate from HE'mpstead County to the constitutional 
convention, and was elected president of that 
body. In 1870 be represented the State at large 
in the National Democratic convention at St. Louis, 
and voted for Tilden and Hendricks. He was al
ways a Democrat, a man of culture, refinement and 
winning manners, and enjoyed in a large degree 
the confidence of the people. He obtained his 
title as general by serving on the staff 01 Gov. 
Drew with the rank of bl·jgadier-general. He 
died August 140, 1889, in his eightieth year. He, 
too, was one of the last prominent pioneers of AI' 
kansas, and it is said he was the last surviving 
member of the constitutional convention of 183ft 

Judge J an!-es ,voodson Bates was born in 
Goochland County, Va.. about the year 1788. He 
was educated in the Yale and Princeton Col
leges, graduating from the latter about 1810. 
'Yhen quite young he attended the trial of Aaron 
Burr, for treason, at Richmond. Soon after grad
uating he read law. In the meantime his brother, 
Frederick Bates, was appointed nrf'it secretary of 
:l\Iissouri Territory, and was acting governor in 
the absence of Gov. Clark. About] 81 () he fol 
lowed hiA brother to the ,Yest, and bettled in St. 
Louis. In 1820 he removed to the Post of Arkan
sas and there began the practice of his profession, 
but had scarcely opened his office when he was 
elected first delegate to Congress from Arkansas 
Territory. In 1823 he was a candidate for re 

election, but was defeated by the celebrated Henry 
\Y. Conway, an able man, who commanued not 
only the inHuence of his own powerful family, but 
t hat of the Rectors, the J ohnsons, Roanes and 
Ambrose H. f)evier, and all the political adherents 
of Gen. Jackson, then so popular in the South 
and West. The influence and strength of this 
combined opposition could not be overcome. 

After his short Congressional career closed, he 
moved to the newly settled town of Batesville, and 
resumed the practice of his profession. Batesville 
was named after him. In November, 1825, Presi 
dent Adams appointed him one of the Territorial 
judges. in virtue of which he was one of the 
judges of the superior or appellate court organized 
on the plan of the old English court in bane. On 
the accession of Gen. Jackson to the presidency, 
his commission expired without renewal, and he 
soon after removed to Crawford County, married 
a wealthy widow, and became stationary on a rich 
farm near Van BU1'en. In the fall of 1833 he 
was elected to the constitutional convention, and 
contributed his ability and learning in the forma 
tion of our first organic law as a State Soon 
after the accession of John Tyler to the presidency, 
be appointed Judge Bates register of the land 
office at Clarksville, in recognition of an old 
friend. He discharged every public trust, and 
all the duties devolved on him as a private citizen, 
with the utmost fidelity. Strange to say, whilst 
he possessed the most fascinating conversational 
powers, he was a failure as a public speaker. He 
was also a brother to EdwaTd Bates, the attorney
general in President Lincoln's cabinet. He was 
well versed in the classics, and familiar with the 
hest authors of English and American literature. 
He died at his home in Crawford County in lS4G, 
universally esteemed. 
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LEGAL AFF.\IW"; OF THE ~ECOND JUDICIAL DI<;TRICT THE PIONEER R\R-EAltLY IN00NYENlENCI<:;-; AND 

EXPERIENCES-LA"'YEn::. OF FIFTY YK1.U.., AGO OIU(.IN,\L 'rERIUTOR ¥ OF TIlE ~E:CONJ) DI~

'1'B.ICT-LITIGATION HON .. SAjlUEL C. ROANE OTm<;n, PRO~IINENT l'lL\('TITIONEH.;-.. 

JOHN HELDEN BOANE JAME'> YELL-JU \IlTIN ""c. Dorans-JuJ)(lE EUCLID 

JOHNSON-.JUDGE ISA"\.u W. BAKER HON. WILLIAJI H. 1::lUTTON 


HON. CHESTEH A"HLEy-:F'UEDERICK ",V. TUAPNELL 


RODERT W..JOIIN~ON GEN. ALBERT PIH:E 


HETlWSPECTIYE. 

He was not borne to 'lllame; 
Upon his brow shame i'l asha,med to "it; 
For 'tis a, throne where honour may be crowtled 
~olc monarch. Shahpuf/'('. 

M 0 N G the contributions bp posse~s0d of manly vigor, heroic entlUl'<lllCe, 
devoted to literature :in Ar full of public spirit; pos~t':-.sillg a:-; many virtues, 
kansas, and tll(' presPn'a too, a'> is u..,nally representE'd by honoraLle, Lravp, 
tion of the memory of illus chivalric manhood; and yet, with all this, do they 
hious men, nonp are more l'epresent the aCTivE', impulsive and cOlllhativE' siu(' 

of mention than of human naturE' so absolutely neces~ary to theE~~~~p:8'~ worthy 

cage, who, 

Memories," 
and facts connecteu with pionef'f h-1gal 
affair'> tbat cannot bnt provp of i uh-'l' 

est.. 

prominent place in the prespnt yolnlUf'. 

When the 
bench and har of thE' 

) \iF those of JlHlge J. 'Y. Bo pioneer jl1uge or lawyer, at the sallle time schooled 
in articles entitled ,. Old to exercisp a passive, refiecti ye and qniescent 
has resurrected incid(~l1t.., thought and uellleRnor at the proper mOlllent': It 

is a diffirnlt task to pich1l'P thE' pioneer lawyer, 

who:-.e- reqnirelUE'nts were llE'('E's-,al'ily a cuntl'({<lic 
T}H-'~' arE', thel'!,fol'P, ac('onlpll a tiOl}, and from who'S£-' life llJay \)1" takpn lp%()n~ of 

"1"1£ control, power of wilL hr:wery and ge-lwro"itr 
history of the old tillH~ well worth tht' learning. 

SecoIld jndicial HI-' who Rupposes a lawyE'r\; life jonrney. fift~c 

district of the State of Arkan'Oas ie;; writtt'll .. tho'")!' years ago in Arkan:-,a<;, 'wa", a smooth path of gPIl 

pioneers of thp judicial bar are meant who hrob.. tIe <leclivity, set with rose<;, leading to a be:=mti ful 
the bru::-,h and laid the foundation of tllt' \Yo1'k hllnplC' of justice, elaborately :l.l'l'allgE'd with all tIl(> 
which is beheld to day-which, frolll tlH' lwgil.l ('Olllfort.., an(l belongings of to day, will read with 
ning, stood on as high a plane as any in all the <;nrprise the great ta.,ks necest:;(lril.'T pe-rfol'lllPd 
lanel, and of which all thinking citizens are proud. semi annually h) thpir predprps:-,or~ of 11..,;3() 

~~~ThP 8 mon of the new as well as of the old may 1g4~, and will rpVE'rence8Ilt8rtaill a and 

and 

respect 
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for those noble spirits who planted the standard of 
jnstice in the wilderness, and thus made lighter 
the work of the bar of the pres8nt. 

Fifty years ago steamboats plying the A1'kamms 
River were few; trips were irregular, and could 
not be relied on to carry judge and lawyer with 
any degree of certHiuty as to departure 01' arrivaL 
There were only fonr short lines of railroall in tllt" 
United St'ates not one lllile in Arkall~as. ~Ior~e 
had not begun to urge the importance of his tele 
graph. There were very few wagon roads in the 
district besides those paranel with the Arkansas 
River, branching from the military roads (whirh 
were established by the Unite i States government 
for military purposes). The Indian trail or neigh
borhood path, in which but one horse could go 
abreast, was t~e only line of communication from 
one settlement to another. To reach a point on a 
right line, distant only twenty miles, often required 
the travel of thil'ty. There were no bridges, and 
few ferries were established, often with only a 
canoe, for crossing a stream, by the side of which 
the lawyer's horse swam. If there was a flat boat 
it was usuaJly a small affair, carrying onf) horse 
and rider, with his sacltlle bags, which contained 
his clothing, library and papers. The telTitOl Y 
comprising this district was a wildt'rness, showing 
to perfection nature's grand handiwork, replete 
with towering forest trees of every wood valnable 
in commerce, unrlerbruf-lh , tangled vinf's, intermin 
able swamps and denf->e cane })l'akes, rivaling the 
famed jungles of India, with only a bridle path to 
mark the lint" of travel to some settlement hewed 

out of the wilderness, 
The meet for the trip around the circuit was 

wmally at Pine Bluff, the mo!ot central poiIlt, and 
was looked forward to with much intel'e~t; for the 
ordpal through which he must pass, his prepara 
tion and equipment mnst 1>P of that character 
enabling him to surmount any difficulty; his horse 
must be a good RwimnH'r as well as trave!t-'l', and 
was selected with great care; it must be strong 
and intelligent-able to swim high and he well 
gaited for the road under the sadelle. At the spring 
tprm the waters of the Ouachita, Bartholomew, 
~aline, ~Ioro;:::, the Lagles and numlwrlpss creeks 
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awl bayous WC'l'e usually very high, ")carcely even 
a canoe could be had, and streams were crossed 
with the ridAI' in his s[tc1<11e, saddle bags across 
his shouldors, hiR steed his boat and propelling 
power. rrravt'ling far into the night to get to his 
clf'stinatinn, h8 was compelled, if this was not 
l'eached, to seled [t spot as near water as possible, 
unsaddle Hnd camp, snpperless, nnless some one 
more pl'ovielent than the others secured a lunch at 
tho last resting place. The inevitable blanket, 
the pioneer lawyer's boon companion, was spread 
for a bed, and with his saddle for a pillow and the 
song of a mosquito for a lullaby, sleep came to the 
weary travelt'r, and drt'ams of coming victory. 

That part of the Louisiana purchast', which 
subsequently became tht' Second judicial district, 
in 1836 was inhabitt'd by the descendants of Span
ish, French and EngJish settlers with migratory 
Indians, and an amalgamation of all, a very un 
usual mixture of blood combining many peculiar 
traits of character. Their written language was 
pure French and English, but their spokf'n Ian 
guage was an almost incomprehensible idiom im
perfectly understood by either Spanish, French or 
English immigrants, rendering it necessary that 
the settler possess himself of the idiomatic mode 
of expression in vogue. The lawyer to fully com
prehend his client or the witnpss learned enough 
of this peculiar language to be sure of a correct 
understanding of his case. 

The territory embraced in the old-time district 
covered many square miles, including what is now 
Jefferson, Arkansas, Desha, Lincoln, Ohicot, Drew, 
Bradley, Ashley, Calhoun, Cleveland, Grant, Oua 
chita, Columbus and Union Oonnties, extending 
from "White River to the Louisiana line north and 
south, and from Pulaski County to the Mississippi 
River ea'3t anLl west. Fifty years ago this entire 
territory comprised but four counties: Jefferson, 
Arkansas, Uhicot and Union. Court was held 
semi annually then, as now, at Pine Bluff, Arl\.an 
sas Post, Columbia and ~carborough' s Landing. 
There being no county court houses, court was 
held in log cabin store houses cleared of goods for 
the purposp. Pine Bluff, the seat of justice of 
J effer~on Connty, was recognized uncler the Terri 

~ . 
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iorial government as a county seat, a mere speck 
in the wilderness, which grew in time to a village, 
happily situated on the bank of the Arkansas River, 
in the center of the county commanding the fnr 
and peltry trade of the surrounding country. In 
time its importanre as a mercantile center for this 
trade became apparent. Pack ponies from the 
mouth of the White and Arkansas Rivers, and pi. 
rogues and keel boats pushed with poles and cor
dell lines from New Orleans, brought merchandise 
to be bartered for the product of trap and hunting. 
Settlements w~re made on the lands-fields were 
cleared and crops of cotton and corn grown. Trade 
increased and the fact clearly established that 
Pine Bluff was the center of trade and traffic for 
the entire country between Little Rock and the 
mouth of the Arkansas River. Population in 
creased, and in 1836 it was deemed necessary to 
lay the site off into town lots, since which it has 
gradually extended its territory, increasing in im
portance as a trade center, and now, a city of the 
first class, it grasps the entire trade within its 

. reach and sits the queen of trade and traffic for 
twenty counties, without fear of a rival. 

The consequent litigation growing ont of trade 
and traffic at great trade centers necessarily pro
duces a bar of lawyers, whose capability is meas
ured by the importance of the litigation to care for. 
The demand at Pine Bluff was for the highest 
legal talent. On his plantation near Pine Bluff 
resided the Hon. Samuel Calhoun Roane, the cor 
ner stone of the Pine Bluff judicial bar, and the 
Nestor of the bar of the State. He was born in 
Wilson County, Tenn., in December, 1792, and 
came to the Territory of Arkansas in 1819, and set 
tling at the Post of Arkansas, there assisted by 
Mr. William E. \Voodruff, published the first 
numbers of the Gazette. He removed to the vil
lage of Little Rock in 1820 and began the practice 
of law, laying the foundation of that prominence 
he subsequently attained among his associates as a 
land lawyer. In 1823 he married Miss Julia Em 
bree, of J effel'son County. Joining the occupation 
of farmer to that of lawyer, he began opening up 
his cottonwood plantation near Pine Bluff, where 

life be was a 11ear neighbor of Gen. Andrew J ack
son, of whom he was a great admirer. A warm 
personal friendship was always maintained be 
tween them. In his twenty·first year he fought 
under Gen. Jackson in the Alabama Creek ,Var of 
]813. Among President Jackson's many frien<ls 
and admirers, and during the first term of his 
Presidency, he Ringled out young Roane for ap 
pointment to the United States district attorney's 
place for the Territory of Arkansas, which position 
he filled with credit stamping him in point of 
legal ability far above mediocrity of lawyers. On 
admission of the State of Arkansas in 1836, he was 
elected a membPr of the State Senate, and at its 
organization was elected to preside over that body. 

By virtue of his office as president of the Sen
ate, in the absence of Gov. Conway from the State, 
he became acting Governor, and signed many of 
the memorable l'eal estate bank bonds which fell into 
the hands of the Holfords, of London, England, who 
in 1850 visited Arkansas and dpmanded of Gov. 
Samuel C. Roane personal payment, assuming 
that his signature, although made as Governor of 
the State, made him personally responsible. J ndge 
Roane amassed a large fortune, and was, at his 
death, the wealthiest man in Jefferson County. 
He was the oracle to his neighbers of all questions 
pertaining to lands, was just and generous, and 
many acts of charity stand to his credit. He 
was not an eloquent speaker, but his fine sense 
and superior knowledge of the law placed him in 
the front rank as a pleader, and he claimed his 
place as a member of the bar of the Second judi 
cial district to the day of his death, which occurred 
December 10, 1852. 

John Selden Roane was born in ,Vilson County, 
Tenn., January 8, 1817; was educated at Princeton 
College, Kentucky, and immigrated to Arkansas in 
1838; read law in the office of his brother, Hon. 
Samuel C. Roane; was licensed to practice and 
enrolled a member of the Pine Bluff hal' in 184l. 
Few young men have climLed so rapidly the pin 
naele of fame. Brought in contact with such legal 
talent as that of the elder Roane, Pike, Tl'apnell, 
Fowler, Hempstead and others, he necessarily 

he spent the remainder of his life. In his early applied himself to win a high place among thi·s 

eI t 1 



HISTORY OF 

galaxy of bright intellect. Noble, brav(l and 
gElnerons to a fanlt, he won the estef'lll of his fpI 
low ritizeDR of all parties, alHl although a Dl'll1o 
crat, was selected by a Whig constituency to thp 
legislature of 184-2, sening his county to the f->at
isfaction of all partif'8. Deeming it to his advan 
tage to change location, be moved to Van Bm'en, 
Crawford Oounty, in 1844. He again f>erured the
respect anu contidence of bis new constituency and 
was returned by thelll to the House of Repr~senta 
tives in 18-!:Q, being elected speaker of the house, 
and presided over that body with dignity and 
honor, giving satisfaction to all parties. His most 
intimate friend, speaking of him, states that he 
Wf'll remembers his appearance just after the final 
vote waq announced for speakel', his splendid 
php,iqne and handsome features expressing the 
Ren:-,e of his pxaltation; elegantly dressed, wearing 
the gl'aceful toga cloak of that day, he strode up 
tbe aisle to the speaker's seat, a picture of manly 
beauty rarely ever witnessed. A bystande-r re 
llHlrkec1: " I can now pictm'f' the great Triumvir, 
Thlark Antony, as be mounted the Roman l'Oqtrum. " 

At the a(ljonrnmf'nt of the legislatme- hp 1'e 
turned to Crawford County, resuming tIlf' practice 
of Jaw. OIl t be declaration of war with ME'xieo 
and the call for voluntpers, be mustE'l'E'd a company 
of cavalry amI with his charactel'i&tic energy, 
when fully arou~f'd to action, be marched on an 
air line ovpr bill and valley, across strf'ams and 
">wamps, hewing his way through the timbp,r to 
tbe rt"UdeZV011s at Washington, Hempstead County, 
the fin-.t company arriving un the ground. On the 
organization of the regiment Ill:' was E'lect(ld lieu 
tenallt eolollPl. Gov. CoL Archibald Yell, heing 
killpd ill the battle of Buena Vista, hy virtue of 
f-of'niOl ity Lif'ut. -Col. Roane became coJollPl of the 
command. Thp war over, he returned to hi'1 old 
hODJ0 at Pinp Bluff and settled down a~ a planter, 
resuming tllP practice of law. In] '-l4.H hf' was 
elected Governor of the State to fill the unexpired 
tprm of Gov. Drew. His administration was a 
credit to the f)tate, his messagps to the GeuE'ral As 
F,f\mbly being wen written, and showing a thorough 
knowlpclgp' of thE' wants of thp Statp and the best 

llIeans of supplying them. In 18;)0 he marriE'd Miss 
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Mary Kimbrough Smith, daughtAr of Gen. Nat. 
~illith, of DalhtR County. Ou the inauguration of 
war oetw8Pll the States he esponsNl the calUH' of his 
Rection, J'(lre-iving a urigadif'l' geneI'al' 8 commission 
and took the field. Hubsfiquently he camE' back 
hOIllf', involved in debt, and. worn down with the 
struggle, to reeover his lost fortune. He dieJ at 
his borne April 7, 1867. 

Gov. ~Tohn S. Roane was an impres!'>ive and 
logical speaker at the bar, a good stump orator, 
the soul of honor, a brave, chivalrous gentleman, 
with a heart full of charity and a truer friend no 
one could boast. 

James Yell was one of the most remarkable 
men at the bar of the old Second district. He was 
styled the Apollo of the bar because of his com
manding form and handsome face. He was bOfn 

in Bedford County, Tenn., March 10, 1811. His 
e-arly opportunity for school culture was not of the
bpst, yet, by native pluck and industry, he acquired 
a fail' education, which he improved greatly after 
attaining his majority. He taught Rchool for three 
yearn at f:lhf'lbyville, Tenn., and served Bedford 
County one term as sheriff; later rf'ading law 
under Malcolm Gilchrist, one of the most promi
nent jurists of r:rennessee. Induced by his uncle, 
Col. Archibald Yell, he moved to Arkansas in 
March, 1Fm8, settling in Pine Bluff, where he began 
his rt-markable career at the bar. He strugglpd 
hard to rise to the top, which he l'eached by dint 
of batd work. Exreeclingly comoative, he entered 
into hiR client's case as if it was his own, and 
fought it incL by inch to the end. His aggrf's 
sive and unyielding spirit made him in a great 
meaSllre the bntt of his fellow practitioner. The 
gauntlet thrown to him n~ver reached the ground. 
Tbi'; condition of spirit more than all things else 
brougbt about his success at thE' bar. 

Yell, though not a supe-riol' pleadm', was a forci 
hIe 8p~aker, and as a jury lawyer had few e'luals. 
Tbe l'f'cords show that in almost every criminal case 
he had thf? df'fense, in seven out of ten of which 
be was successful. He was ('010np), brigadiE'T and 
major general of thE' militia. As a militiaman he 

was on the Gen. Gideon Pillow style. 'Yitb John t 
H. Roane anli John l\Iartin he was placpd on tbe 

r 
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the white wan. Conld the unwritten history of 
the old post lw brought to light, the historian and 
romancer might weave a tale so grand, so full of 
thrilling adventure, so storied with lovf> and hate, 
of joy and sorrow, of hair-brAadth escapes and 
heroic deeds, worthy of the days of chivalry, as 
would ri val the tales of the pilgrim fathers, or the 
Huguenots and Cavaliers of the t'astern shore. 

The site of the old post sbll exists, but the town 
is gone, swallowed up in that bail of dp-ath rained 
upon it by l\IcLernancl' H grand army of 50,000 
men, nille gun boats and rams under Admiral 
Porter, carrying eight and ten heavy naval pieces 
each, and manned by a thousand men with the 
finest equipment for naval warfare that the worJa 
could boast. To this immense armament were up 
posed 3,000 men, under Brig. ·Gen. T. J. Church 
hill, whose orders were from Lieut. Gen. T. H. 
Holmes, to "hold out until help arriYes, or until 
all are dead." Left without discretion, but to do 
or Jie, he fought the most remarkable battle of 
the Ci viI \Yar. 

There were three famed hostelries on the Arkan 
sas River in the olden time: Nick Pear's at Little 
Rock, James L. Buck's at Pine Bluff, aud 1Uary 
John's, a slave of Col. James Scull, at the Post of 
Arkansas. These hostelries were the visiting law 
yer's homes when on the circuit, and right royally 
were they entertained at each. The oft repeated 
pleasure is well remembered of a dismonnt at Mary 
John's tavern, and greeting with one's f... llow at 
torneys after a hard day's travel. Here was thp 
home of James H. Lucas, afterward the St, Louis 
millionaire, who married l\Iiss Deresseaux, a llR 

tive of French descent. Judge Lucas was all Pll 

rolled mell bel' of the hal' as early as 1\:13, Hnrl 
was jndge of the probate court in 1~:3J. His 
gooa fortntle, no doubt, spoiled a good lawyer. 
He was well read, and possessed a snperior intel 
lect, Thf' Hon, Terrence Farrell)', an Irish gen 
tieman, who lived on his plantation near the old 
post, caIlle to the bar in 1\12. He wa., a loeal 
lawyer, rarely attending other courts. He dit't1 
soon after the close of the Civil 'Yar. 

Columbia, the old county seat of Chicot County, 
was situated on th8 bank of the l\Iississippi River, 

~~~~r~---------------------------

Democratic electoral ticket in 184:8 and mal1e a 
thorough canvass of the State. He served Olle tel'll! 
in the State Senate. 

Gen. Yell was afterward placed in many trying 
situations, always exhibiting great coolnes." and 
courage. He was noted for his kindness of hrart 
and was too liberal for his own good; his lllany 
private charities, which were unknown to the wnrld, 
stand largely to his credit. He died at his resi
dence in Pine Bluff of pneumonia. September 3, 
1867. 

Prominent at the Pine Bluff har stood l\lartin 
\Y. Dorris, who was styled by his associates the 
Beau Brummel of the bar. He emigrateu from 
Missouri to Arkansas in 1530, anu settled in Pine 
Bluff, a well read lawyer. He did nut practice his 
profession at fit'st, but embarked with JUl'. John \r. 
:lHoulding in mel'cantile pursuits, establishing <Iuite 
an extensive trade. 

Tiring of that business he sold out to his part
ner and openeda law office in 1837,and soon secured 
a lucrative practice. A good conversationalist, a 
forcible speaker on points of the law, he was more 
of a special pleader than a jury lawyer, his argu
ments being always well prepared. 

Dorris was tall, spare built, of light complex 
ion, light eyes and hail', with a graceful carriage, 
agreeable manners, always neatly and tastefully 
dressed, and a convivial companion. He had many 
friends thronghout the district. He was non com 
bative and maintained his high position at the bar 
and with his IH:'ople by his good sense and pru 
dence. He was twice elected to reprpsent his 
county in the General Assembly. His life's work 
was good, and the community in which he abided 
is the better that be lived. He died of cholera at 
Little Rock in 1832. 

j 

Arkansas Post, the county seat of Arkansas 
County, was established as a Spanish military post 
in ] 61)4:, the year the first settlemellt was made at 
Philadelphia. It was situated on tllP very vprge of 
western civilization, and looking over towards the 
setting sun into the grand wilderness, planted by 

nature with forests, treeless plains, rivers cut deep 
down into the rocky beds and monntains, which 
are now taught to bow their crests to the genius of 



HISTORY OF 

and was one of the earliest settled towns in Arkan 
sas, an outgrowth of the old French settlement at 
Point Chicot. -Many dark deeds were perpetrated 
in this old village, and not many that the record 
ing angel would place to the credit side of the 
page. Yetj here lived some good pr-ople, whose 
better traits of character shone brighter from prox 
imity and contrast with the evil-doers. Here re 
sided some of the brightest intellects of the bar of 
the old Second district: Judges Roysden, Johnson, 
Baker and Sutton. Old River Lake near it is 
noted as the rendezvous of the great land pirate, 
John A. ~lurrill and his clan. The sight which 
greeted the eyes of one landing at Columbia, in 
1836, was a dead man lying not far from the land
ing, superbly dressed, wearing fine jewelry, watch 
and chain, stabbed to death during the night. H~ 

was Gilliam Murrill, brother to John A. Murrill, 
murdered by Franklin Stuart, a near relative of 
Virgil Stuart, who gave the Murrill clan away. 
Years after, the same individual, then attorney for 
the State, assisted by Judge Edward A. Meany 
(who afterwards attained great celebrity at the St. 
Louis bar), prosecuted Stuart for that murder. 
Columbia seems to have atoned for her misdeeds 
by passing into oblivion, the great river having 
swallowed it from the sight of man forever. Thomas 
N. Byres, Hedgeman Triplett, Isaac N. Barnett, 
and Philander Littell (who, aR State's attorney, 
wrote about fifty indictments for gaming, among 
which was one against Judge De Lafayette Roys 
den, who quashed the indictment against himself, 
and fined the State's attorney), were members of 
the bar, and lived at Columbia. 

Judge Roysden practiced in the Red River dis
trict of Louisiana as early as 184:3; lived in Little 
Rock a short time and was elected judge of the 
Second district, serving one term. He died many 
years ago. 

j 

Judge Euclid Johnson was born in Kentucky; 
practicecllaw in Little Rock in 183G; was a brother 
of Vice-President Richard ]\,1. Johnson and Judge 
Ben Johnson, of Little Rock, He came to Arkan 
sas in 1833, and the same year moved to Chicot 
County on his plantation near Columbia, and was 
elected circuit judge of the Second district, hold~ 
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lJJg that offi,-.p two terms. He was a fine and 
accomplishpd gentleman, well reacl and a good 
ju(lgp of law, with fine, e<lnitable judgment. 
\Vhen off the bench he wa~ a jolly good fellow, a 
bewitchingly social spirit, who loved an anecdote 
and joke, and could relate them well. 'Vhen on the 
bench he was very dignified, and his decisions gave 
general satic.faction. He was fond of his friends 
and they enjoyed his companionship. 

Judge Isaac \V. Baker was a native of North 
Carolina, born in the year 180G, and was a grad 
uate from Chappel Hill, N. C. Marrying at twen 
ty-fivp, he fell under the displeasure of an ec~ 

centric and very wealthy father, who withdrew 
his yearly supply of money. He at once opened a 
school in the old academy on the hill, so well 
known to all \Vilmingtollians of the early day. 
Losing his young wife after the close of the sp,cond 
term, without saying a farewell to anyone, he went 
to Cincinnati and there began the study of meui
cme. Losing his health and believing that he 
would not live long, he went to Texas in the midst 
of her struggle for independence, resolved to fling 
his life away against the Mexicans. Camp life 
and pure air restored his health. After the war 
was over he resolved to pursue the study of law, 
and entered a law office at New Orleans. From 
that place he moved to Columbia, Ark., where he 
pl'acticed law until his election to the judgeship in 
] 854. 

Judge Baker was an eccentric character, as were 
all the other members of his father's family. He 
was morose, ill tempered and melancholy at times, 
so much so as to be quite disagreeable when in this 
mood. In forensic debate he often permitted bim
self to lose his temper, but when upon the bench 
he was regarded as just and equitable in bis decis
ions, and with all his peculiarities was probably 
one of the best judges of the early days. He was 
an intense student, and points of doubt he would 
study closely and analyze carefully before render 
ing bis decision. At the termination of his second 
term of office he moved to a farm near Batesville, 
Ark., and led almost a hermit's life. OnE' day 
while sitting in bis hall, his only sister, Mrs. How- t 
ard, whom he believed to he in North Carolina, dis~ . 
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mounted at his gate. HE' immediately went out of case stood back on his short leg. As he warmed 
the back door, refusing to meet her, and left for up to his argument he woul(l lift himself to his full 
Chieot County, where he purchased a plantation, height on his long leg, which seeilled to throw bis 
upon which he killed his overseer. and died while body toward the jury, often producing a telling 
in prison awaiting his trial, enuing a life along the e£fect. He was a brave, honorable gentleman and 
pathway of which were very few bright spots. died many years ago. 

The Hon. -William H. Sutton was born in Penn- J uc1ge Edward A. -l\Ieany was or Irish descent. 
sylvania, read law awl began to practice in that He was well versed in all branches of jurisdiction 
State. Believing a more fertile field could he found and a learned lawyer. He came to the bar of the 
in the southwest, and seeing the new State of 8econd district in 1837, settling at Columbia, and 
Arkansas takE'n into the sisterhood of States in at once occupied a prominent position. He at
1836, he bent his steps in that direction, landing hacted large audiences whenE'ver he spoke in a 
in Columbia, in Chicot Connty, the same year. With criminal case, His speech delivered in prosecnt 
pleasant emotion the writer's memory goes back ing Franklin A. Stuart for the murder of Gilliam 
over fifty years. 'Vhen at Columbia he saw a tall, Murrill, years after the deed was committed, when 
handsome, graceful young man, with reatures in- the witnesses were all dead or beyond reach of a 
dicating intellect, and an impressive manly air, step writ, was a masterpiece of oratory, rivalling the 
£rom the deck or a Mississippi River steamer, evi happiest efforts of John Philpot Curran. Deem
dently seeming to come with no longing looks back ing the field in Arkansas too limited for his work, 
to the home of his youth, but with a resolve to cast he moved to St. Louis, there becoming one of the 
his lot with those who had sought bomes in Ark great lights of the St. Louis bar. He died shortly 
ansas. after the close of the war. 

'William H. Sutton possessed in a high degree Scarborough's Landing, now Champagnolle, is 
those qualities that make up the gentleman. Brave, located on the Ouachita River. sixteen miles above 
candid, truthful, with a gentle heart, his moral, the mouth of the :l\Ioro. Fifty years ago this 
political and religious convictions were strong and point, a small trading settlement in the wilderness, 
decided. He was a ripe scholar, a fluent and log- with a few log cabins, was the county seat of Union 
ical speaker, and was acknowledged to be one of County. In time it assumed greater prominence 
the brightest ornaments of the bar of the State. as a trading ('enter ror a large extent of territory. 
He was called to succeed the Han. Isaac N. Baker Before the advent of railroad'3 more than 10,000 
in the judgeship or the Second judicial district, bales of cotton found a market at New Orleans by 
holding that office two terms. His useful career water from that landing, and the returned mer 
was ended at his home in Pittsburgh, Penn., in De cbandise was distributed from its warehouses over 
cembel', 1878, l'egretted by all who knew him. a large extent of territory. As the county 

Philander Littell was the first prosecuting seat of Union County, court was held there semi
attorney for the Second district after the State annually as at three other points ilamed herein, 
organization, and lived at Columbia, and, althuugh provided the judge and lawyers arriveu in time to 
not particularly distinguished, was considered a open the session as provided by the statute, -VVith 
good lawyer. out qllPstion, in the older time it was the most in 

Hedgeman Triplett was a native of Virginia. accef;sible point in Arkansas. He was a good 
and moved in Territorial times to Arkansa'3. Set horse and rider who could reach Scarborough's 
tling in Columbia in 1833, he was prominent at Landing from the settlE'lllents in one day's ride. 
the bar of the Second district. He possessed great There were no resident lawyers, but lawyers from 
force of character~ and was a hrge, powerful man the Arkansas and l\lississippi Rivers met the law-

j 
with strongly marked features. He had one leg 
shorter than the other, and when presenting his 

yers from Camden and \" ashington, and here was 
a greeting that only men who met in the wilderness t 
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or desert could gi ve each other. ,. They were jolly 
compallion~ eVE'ry one," Houl an"lwered ~o111 and 
ihe hearty Ltugh from willing throats llotice-ahly 
ittcn~ased as the jest and anecdote was sprung 

during the midnight bour. There was no accom· 
modation for all and there was little sleeping. A 
few of the most sedate l'etired to 811ch accommo
dations as were afforded, to tight mosquitoes and 
sleep if pof,sible. The judicial docket of the day 
being always light, jt was soon di"'poSE'{1 of. and 
each OllE' wended his way homeward. 

Of the law)-ers resident at LittlE' Rock, attend
ing the conrt", of the Second judicial district, onl) 

the most prominent need b8 mentioned as men who 
would have been com,idered distinguished lawyer& 
at any bar in the United States. 

The Han. Chester Ashley was born at \Yest 
field. Oonn. , June 1, 178H. \Yhen an infant his 
parents moved to Hudson City, N. Y. He was 
graduated from \Yilliams CollegE:" Hudson, in 1~13, 
awl read law in the office of Elisha Williams, Esq., 
a prominent lawyer of that city. His course in 

the law scbool at Litchfield. Conn., dE'veloped a 
mind WE'll storea 1'1 ith legal learning, aod ability to 
exer('if:>e buccessfully his aC(luirements. In 1'HS 
he moveel to Illinois. moving again to l\Iissonri in 
1 ':l10, and again in 1C;~() to Little Rock, Ark. In 
1")21 he married :Miss l\lary \V. \r. Elliott, and, 
returning to Little Rock, ..,eUIed down for life. 
Chestt>l' A'Shley was an extraordinary man. His 
personal appearancp attracteu all heholuefs at nrRt 
~ight, leaving an impression rarel)· if eypr forgot 
tPll. To a dignified, commanding personage, na 
tnre adued a l'prnarlmblp face, every feature of 
which was perfpc-t of itsplf, blelldell as a wholt>. 
Few men €,A.hibitea a face of more marked cbal'ac 
teristics, to which was added a brain stored full of 
classic and legal stml)'. \Vith a rich, mellow voicp 
amI the highest onler of intellect. he madE' his 
('()nver~atioll fascinating. Although commaml 

ingly (lignified he always had a ..,pice of hU1lior. 
Hi~ elegant mannE'rs stampe(l him in E'very hPlIS€' 

a gentleman; always chperful. ('vel' kilHI and affpc 

tiQ[mte to thmoe \\' Lo clainwa hih Im'p, with f1111 

control of self, he could wflll he sty led a noble 
man. In] '1:1:3 be was the lealling law)'\>r in Little 

no('k, amI practi('pd in all thp c mrts of tlH-' Terri 
tory. From 1",:17 to 1 S-t-:2 he atl eudpd the ('ullrif, 
of thi1 SecoIld judicial eircnif. In April, 1~4-t-, hi.., 

talpnt was called into service to advocate the Demo 
cratic eloctoral ticket of Arkansas. ~With activity 

rarely seen he traversfld the Btate, urging the peo 
ple to espouse his political faith, which was pre
sented so forcibly and trnly that, whell Senator 

Fulton died in the month of Augnst. thl~ Gelleral 
A"{sembly cOllvening in November almost unani 
mously f>lected Chel'>ter Ashley to till thE' vacancy, 
and in 164-() he was re-elected to that pxalte(l posi 

tion, He was chosen Chairman of tlw Committee 
on Judiciary, a high tribute to his legal learlling. 
On thE' ~g 1 day of April he was in his place in the 

~enate chamber, and on the 2Uth he breathed his 
last at \YasLington City, lamented hy all who 
knew him. 

One of Arkansas greatest favorites at the bar, 
anu. particularly at the bar of the Second district. 
was Frederic W. Trapnell, who wa~ born near 
Harrodsburg, Ky .. in 1S08. JUr. Trapllt>ll read 
law after a thorough course of ~tudr at thp Lest 
schoob his State affonled, and practiced his pro 
fes~ion at Sprillgfieltl, Ky. He came to Arkansas 
in 15:-3(), settling ill Little Rock. whple, hy closE' 
atte-ution. energy and great industry, I1P bpCfll1lP 

one of ihe mod prominent members of th~) hal' of 
tlw State. In all departments of .in l'i'-Jprndence he 
~t()(JJ at the top. allel contributed fully as mnch Ly 
his learning and indefatigable effort as any other 
lawyer of 1 S3G and 1~42. Arkansas lost one of 
it" best citizens, and the bar onE' of its brightest 
ornaml-'nts when he crossed to the silent shore. His 
death occnrred in 1 '356 after a three day:-;' illness
a great surprise to his friends. 

rrhe namA of Samuel Hutchinson Hemp~tead, 
<lnring the days of 18;36 and 1'-J42., was intprwovE'n 

with every interest connected with the bar of Ark 
an'i1ts, aud stamh out prominent 011 the records of 
the courts of ibp Spcond judicial district. Refer 
enc(..\ is mar1e to him in other pages of this volume. 

It i~ plain that l\Ir. Hempstead was ('onsi<lered no 
onlinary man. He was a ripe scholar, learned in 
hi.., profef->sion, flU eloquent speaker, with an origin 
alit)' which attracted attention. accompanying 

,.. 
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which he had quick percf'ptioll ana finE' jnugmput. 
'With praiseworthy effc)l·t h", succepdpd in l'isillg to 

the top with those othl'l' great legal lights, and 
when the Arkansas bar was prononnced sc'cowl to 
none in the Union. After a faithful ana horw.,i 
discharge of all his uuties he died at Littlp Rock 
on June 23, 1sm~. 

The Hon. Absalom Fowler was truly a brilliaut 
luminary of the State bar. Coming from Ten 
nessee as early as 18:;0, he c;ettleu in Littlp Rock, 
having previou"ly prepared hilll"ielf to takp a high 
positioll as a lawyer. Like a meteor he illumi
nated the territory with his learning and e1orlll(}ncp 
from "\Vashiogton to Hem] )stpad Counties. from 
Crawford to Chicot, leaving ill his wakp a re('o1'(l 

of legal learning, sonn(l jmlgment and honest 
opinion, which formed a splendid heritagp to those 
who followed after him. In 183:3 l\Ir. Fowlpl" wa-; 

the law partnpr of Col. Hobert Cl'ittendpIl, who 
died in 1'-5:34. leaving him the inheritor of a large 
legal business, which he conducted successfnli}. 
His death occnrre(l ill 11.{()O. 

j 

1\11'. Sam Cook, when (t(l\'ancptl iu years, camp 

to Arkansas and settled in Saline County as eRrl.\' 
as \ ~;3(). He attended all the courts of tllp ~€'l'oll(l 
judicial district and was higbly rpspE'dec1 hy t Le 
hal'. He was a wpll rt'ac1 lawyp[' awl a hrilliaIlt 
speaker. r:rhpre was no mort:' pleasant companioll 
on or off tlw road than l\Ir. Coole Nat lUe gal p 
him a qnizzical face, although a plea..,ing' OIlP. 

Even Jnring his grave'-Jt mooels 011e was ipclilled 
to smile at him. He joked in the mOl'lli[]g. at 
noon ant1 at night. If the party hivol1(u'kp(l fm 

the night, which was sometimes rlN'ps,.,al'Y, all(l 
the conversation laggpd, Cook at once (hoY<' (11111 
care away hy onf' of his inimitablp jol~es. Hp 
was thE' acknowledged defEllHlf'r at tllP bar of all 

larr'E'ny and other ruinor casps. ,YhellPVPI' hi" 
cases were callpd thE' court room wa" at oUC'P li 11('(1 
by willing liHteners, a~ evpryonp kuE'w t hat ~ )]11P 

thing funny woul[} be -;aic1 in behalf of hi" eliPlit or 
about the other man. rrlle hefot lawyers rarply got 
the better of him in a hog f·,tealing ea..,e. Hp hall 
the ear of the jury. Mr. Cook moved to Benton 
and diet1 at an ac1vancec1 age. 

Robert Ward .Johnson. than whom no man has 
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coniribnti->(l more to elpvatt' the Statt' of A1'lwlJ"as 
llJOrally, jnclicial]y and politieally, was ])()rIl ill 
t:5cott Connty, K)., on .fuly ~~, 1~ 1-!-, ])[ ing t1lP 
olc1pst son of .Jndgp Benjamin J ohnso!1, ,dlO 
l'Pf'Pived thA appointmPIlt of .Jndge of tllP Tel' 

ritor}' of Arkansas h) Pre"ident l\Ionroe, after 
ward from John Quincy Adams, aurl twice from 

AIHlrew Jackwn. 
Hohert '\'. .JOllll:-'OH beg-au lifp undpr the most 

favoral)lp auspiceH. f->prillging from au illust1'ioll" 
f(lIl1il~T, promiIlpnt in the "oria} ('ircIp, ill thp coun 
eib of t h(-' nation awl on tIlt' lif-'hl of ]Hlttle, he ha<1 
e\"('1'Y incentin' to he honorablp, hrave (lrlll a gPll 
t11'1lHlll. From ehi1c1hood to tlw clay of hi'::> llpath 
ho maiutnir)P(l a charader for the higlH-'st seIl~p of 

hanoI', nufiillehing bravery awl gentlemanly hear 
ing, rarely Pfillaled, never sl1l'pa,,~el1. ,rhen (Inite 
a ) OUtll 11p ,vas sput to the- III(1i(\lI Aea(lpmy neal' 

J1-'ralddort, 1\)., w}Wl'P he ]llHsue(l hi'::> stndies nntil 
hi,,;; fiftel:'nth ypar, whpn he Plltpred ~t. .Jo~evh·s 

CollegE" at Banl"towfl, Ey. , from 'which in..,titntioTl 
1lP gnHlnatpd with honor after font' Yf->Cll''-J' stu(l). 
Frolll there he \VeIlt to New Haven, Conn., "here hp 
attpllllp(l HlP law sehool. gl a(hnting at tbe age of 
hYPIlt,\' one and l'eceiyiIlg' tllP dpgn>e of hacbelor of 
let w. l\ptn miIlg to Little Hock 1lP Plltpre(l iuto the 
practice of lay.,-, fortlling a pal'tuPt'ship with thA dis 
tingni ..;l}('d Samuel H. Hemp .... tea<1. Ou ::\lal'ch 10, 

1~:)\), liP married ::\liss ~alah F. ~mitlJ, of LOllis 

vilIp, Ky. Hi" partnership 'with 1\11'. Helllp~tpacl 

<,10-;[\(1 in 1~+ I. In D('celllhel', \ "',JO. hp l'eceivell frolU 

({OY. Al'chibal(l Yell, the appointment of f->tate'" 
attorIl<',\ for the eircuit Pillbracing Little Rock, 
lwI(ling the office one term, doiug hi~ wholp tlnt,\" 
with it characteristic ahility and ze-al. Durillg hi,.., 
leg'al ('onr,.,(' 1lP wa~ a regular attendaut at the bar 
()f the SpcolHl di",trict, sharing with his ilhbtriou-; 

(·olUpanions all thp plea~ul'e~, trials atH1 vjci~situ<les 

thell pncouutere(l. 1\1r..J OhllSUll began to lay thp 
fOllwlation of hi~ political lif\:.' a--; pady a., 1~+i). 

Tlw year 1~-I-+ sa \V him a CalHlitlaip io tIl(> fiel<l to 

n~pre~Ptlt Pulaski County in the- 10w('r honse. In 

J ""-!-f> IlP was ele-dpu to a spat ill tb" Unitp(l State-; 

Honse of Hepresentatives for Arkausa,,; wa~ n> 
plecteJ in 11)-1-'-, and again in 1 ~~)(). In 1'-,3~) ill' 

was appointed by Gov. Conway to fill the 1111 
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expired term in the United Statl's ~enate of Dr. 
Solon Borland, who resigued ill 1~j-t.. He wa'::> 
returned by the legislature to tht' United 8tat8s 
Senate for the full term of six yeal''-;. Decliuillg a 
re-election in 1860, he returned to his plantation 
crowned with well-flal'ned laurels. 8et>iIlg through 
the dark clouds which lowered OV8r tlw entinl 
country, on the election of Mr. Lincoln to the 
pI'esidency, that a desperate struggle was imminellt, 
he decided at once his path of duty. \Vhile dt>
votedly attached to the Union he felt there waR no 
hope; secession and its consequences were plainly 
in his view; honor and patriotism prompted his 
course. He canvassed his State advocating seces
sion, wbich ordinance was passed by the convell
tion witb only one dissenting voice. Col. Johnson 
was elected a member of the Confederate States 
Senate, which position he held during its exisJL8nce, 
WOl king for the cause he espoused with an earnest 
ness and hone'3ty of purpose characteristic of the 
man. On the uownfall of the Confederacy he de
cided to find an asylum in a foreign lanel. En 
route for the gulf coast of Texas, he stopped two 
days near Palestine, in Anu81son County, TexRR. 
Reaching Galveston, finding thp noble-hearted 
Gen. Goruon Granger in command of the Feueral 
troops, and remembering his kindness pxtendec1 to 
Gen. Granger and many others of the United 
States Army wben in the Uniteu States Senate, he 
at once met him find was not mistaken. Gen. 
Granger proved a friend. He soon went to 'Vash
ington city anu hau all intervif)w with Prt);-,idpnt 
Johnson, who gavp him assurances of pl'otf:'crion. 
His political disabilities were Hot rf:'muved until 
1k77. He returned to bis plantation in Arkan,.,as 
and worked hard to renew his 10bt fortune. Fail
ing in this, he again entpred into the legal arena 
at Pine Bluff. Soon seeing with the aLle compe
tition there he must build from the ground, he 
moved to ,rashington City, entering into partner
ship with Gen. Albert Pike, where he again served 
his State in the memorable conflict between the 
Brooks and Baxter factions. In 1~78 Col. Johnson 
again located in Little Hock, opelling a law office. 
In 1S7D he was before tbp legislature for tbe United 
States Senate. Defeateu by Judge J. D. \r alker, 
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h8 re':lolved never to enter politics. Early in June, 
1SIB, he was taken with an illness which termi
nated thl' long anu m;pful life of a man whose de 
votion to the best interests of bis State has never 
been surpassed if ever equaled. He died on July 
~n, 187n. 

Elsewhere in this volume reference is made to 
the literary genius of Gen. Albert Pike, but of all 
thl") array of intellect which won for the bar of 
Arkansas, from 1 S3ti to 11:)-t-2, its jnstly deserved 
fame, no one contributed more to its exaltation 
than did he. His was work of genuine unselfish 
ness. He did not seek to clothe himself with the 
judicial ermine, yet no man in all the land was 
more deserving of the high trust; nor Jid he go 
before his fellow citizens of Arkansas asking for 
political preferment, yet no one would have more 
faithfully represf'nted his constituency or worked 
harder in the council" of state for tbe aggrandize
ment of Arkan'3as. In this great country of 
wonderful achievements in art, science and learn 
ing, he is a colossus who if> considered the most 
learned man. Albert Pike stands in the rank of 
those who have reached that high position, if he is 
not tbe most learned man in the country. Nor is 
his great learning his only commendable feature; 
he is hravp and chivalrous, as was Godfrey to 
Bouillon. True to his friend as the needle to the 
pole, no spirit of revenge has lodgment in bis 
large heart. He is forgiving to all enemies. Gen. 
Pike wandered from Boston to New Mexico, thence 
he came to Arkan-;as, reaching Fort Smith on 
December 10, 1832, coming to Little Rock 
early in October, 183:3, where he settled, be
ginning that remarkable career at the bar which 
stamps him one of the most profound lawyers of 
the age. When at the Pine Bluff court of the Sec
ond judicial distI'ict in 1838, although only twenty 
nille years of age, he was recognized as one of 
Arkansas' leading lawyers. The old court records, 
from lb3G to 18-1:2, and later in all parts of the 
State, ale evidence of tbe great volume of his 
work, and of its faithful and correct execution. 
On the declaration of war with Mexico, he mus
tered into the volunteer service of the United 
States a company of cavalry, marcheu illto 1Uexico t 
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and served during the war. Rpturnlng at its close 
to his old home, he resumed tbe practice of law. 
He was again called to the fit=>h1 on tht=> inaugnra
tion of the Oivil 'Yar, accppting a brigaelier gen 
eral's commission, and serving in the Indian 
country to the end. Gen. Pike married early in 
life Miss Mary Hamilton, of Arkansas County. At 
the close of the Civil \Yar he moved to \Yashing
ton, D. 0., resuming there the practice of his pro 
fession. In the second effort of Arkansas to 
secure her rights dnring the Brooks-Baxter em 
broglio, Gen. Pike's great legal ability was called 
into requisition on the side of the Baxter faction, 
and mainly through his exertion Arkansas was 
again freed from tyrannical rn1e. Gen. Pike now 
has his home in the city of 'Vashington, and 
is still a hard worker. He remembers his old 
Arkansas friends with tender affection, and his life 
in Arkansas with almost unalloyed pleasure. 

'Yilliam Cummins wa") born in Jefferson County, 
Ky., in 1800, and came to Little Rock, Ark., as 
early as 1833. He began the practice of his pro
fession soon after. He was a member of the con 
vention of 1830, when Arkansas was admitted into 
the Union, and was twice a repl'esentative of his 
county in the General Assembly, and at one time 
was a law partner of GenerHI Pike. He died on 
April 7, 1843. 1\11'. Cummins was a regulal' at
tendant at the bar of the old Second district; was a 
well read lawyer; an agreeable and forcible speaker; 
a representative gentleman, and one of tbe most 
agreeable of companions. Others who ruade occa
sional visits at the Pine Bluff court in 11.\30 to 1842, 
and who were distinguished lawyers at the bar of 
Arkansas were John W. Corke, brother-in law of 
F. vy. Trapnell, a native of Kentucky; Thomas B, 
Hanly and William K. Sebastian, of Phillips Coun 
ty; Samuel Davis Blackburn, George C. vVatkins, 
George A. Gallagher amI David J. Baldwin, of 
Pulaski. 

j 

In a short memorial of the bench and bar of the 
old Second judicial district, it cannot but be re 
gn?tted that for want of accnrate data it is impos 
sible to compile all that is desired to be expressed, 
many having paid the debt of nature without leav 
ing kith or kin behind, to tell of their ever having 
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lived. Briefly has mention been made of those 
who have figured at the bar of the old Second dis 
trict, without bitterness of party cOllflicts and per 
sonal encounter, in vindication of what each in hi!::> 
lofty spirit of individual opinion of right and 
wrong may have deemed nece:-,sary to sUbtain his 
honor. They were a noble, proud race of men, 
each possessing strong pecnliaritieR. In their day 
they were loveu and honored; each had his friends 
and followers ready to assume all consequences 
on their side if need be. As members of the bar 
the fraternal feeling was strong, and whatever of 
bitterness or rancor they manifested in the advo
cacy of their client' A cause, it was lost sight of 
outside of the court room. 

Those here named were men of mark, eminent 
in civil service, distinguished in legal learning, 
cultivated gentlemen of loftiest chivalry. No mean 
act, ungenerous advantage or vulgar association 
stained their escutcheon. Their life's blood was 
always ready to be staked for their honor. None 
will say but the gentlemen who were the ancestry 
of the bar of the old Second jndicial district were 
not worthy of imitation. The young men of the 
bar of the Eleventh district would rejoice, could 
they commit tbemselves to such a school made np 
as it was of Puritans and Cavaliers. They con
centrated the best elements of this proud and hon 
orablt> ancestry, Their life's work was well done. 
Roll back the tide of years a half century, and 
opeD to view the unbroken wilderness, the distant 
courts, the sparse population, the solitary path, 
the overflowing streams, the miasma of undrained 
swamps; with memory only for a law library, 
with intricate points of law to settle, and legal and 
equi table opinions to render; no strife, no discord, 
all harmony; the modest joke, the quick bnt well 
received repartee, the frienelJy advice, all given 
and taken by men who knew each other to be 
rivals, proud of their honor. who held neath pre 
fel'able to disgrace. Go a half century back and 
turn over the musty pages of the court honse re. 
cords, and see that the old work was well done by 
those who were masters. . 

Their life' s work is performed, ano. they rest 
from their labors amid the illustrions deael~ save 
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two. One i~ Gen. AlbeIt Pike) who) et lingers, 
having siIlce reached the cre:-:;t of the hill, looking 

over into the great beyond; the otber is Jndgo 
Bocage. Some passed long ago into the drf>am 
less sleep, some laid down their burden of lifE' 
when seemingly but half way begun. Others la 

bored along life's highway beyond the noon, and 
then laid theln down by the wayside, closing their 
eyeliJs forever on this world' 8 work. A very few 
climbf>d the hf)ights to the crest, and feebly looked 
upon the lonely shadow cast by the dawning of a 
brighter day to where life ends and eternity begins. 

.JEFl<'ERSON ('OtTNTl PitE-HISTOHIC INHABITANTS HE~[()Y.\L OF THE INDIANS SAItRASIN-l!'msT 'VII]'!'r 

~ETTLE\lENT LAND ENTnIE:,,-COUNTY FOU:;\UTION SEAT OF .JUBTICE-CHANGE 01<" BOUNDARIES 

PHYSIC.\L o ES(,{Ul'TION DltAIN.\GE VAIUETY OF t-JOTL FOHESTS DE<.;InABILITY A') A PLACE 


OI<' HE.... IllEXUE 'Yr~\TI:-;TJ('AL ESTIl\L\TE~ PUBLIC l)1TILDINGS AND t:iEAT OF Jus


TI<'E-TI:ANSPUl~TATlON-('OUNTY SO(,IE'l']E,., POPULATION AND FINA~('E;-,-

POLIT1('~\L OUTLOOK JUDIC[AL ~\. FF.UW'i (' ITIE;-" TOWN~, ETC.-'V AR 


EXPEI:ILNC1!.i:, SCHOLASTIC ANI> CHUHCII MA'l"l'ERI'-OFFICIAL 


])IRJ<X'TORY -;-'ELE{'TED FA;)llLY SKETCHES. 


'Vhen the summer llanest was guLlter'(l in, 

And the sheaf of the gleaner grew white and thin, 

And the plougbshare waD in its furrow left, 

\\' here the stublJle land had been lately rlcft.-LoJlojrl/()I". 

Government began in 16RD in the west valley, or, 
perhaps) even when Hernando De Soto's body was 
sunk intu ,. the great waters" to the east, nearly a 
century and a half before, and still they remained 
until near the first years of this century, when the 
last of their chiefs of pure Quapaw blood was asked 

IlPld sway long hefore by the Vnited States Governmf'nt to remove to the 

the Iudialls aIHl the Freuch a1' Indian Territory and make room for tbe whites. 

rive<1 ill tbt' MisHi~sippj Valley. rrbp aged {'hief, Hpckatoo, submitted peacefully to 

Thf'rf' have b~l:)ll fOUIlI] rE'maill'-; of this decree, and afterward died in that territory. 

these first inhabitant,=, in thp c;hape ThE'Y had no villages in this county, at least at a 

of mOUlHl:-, or pottpr,Y in .Jpf!'pr:-"on latElI' date (18'25), and the most noted trails led to 

County, but ~o fpw in nnmht'l (IS Hot Hprings. It is said that thesp ahorigines first 

to he hardly worthy of nutief'. learu(Jd the 1.1oe of fire arms within the limits of 

I'll\' Inclian popnlation of tlip this county. Sarrasin was the hal£ breed snc

territory now Pillbraceu itl ,J effer ces~or of Heckatoo, and, before their removal to 

son C011llty variP(l at differellt tlll~ wpst, he perfomed a deed of open hearted and 

times, but thE' earlie'-lt kllown and sompwhat fixed heroic daring on tlle river, just below the capital of 

oc('upants of thpl-ip wilds wpre tllf' Quapaws. who this county, that should always keep his memory 
fresh in the hearts of its inhabitants. A wanderclaimed thf> land frOlD the Mississippi to the Ouach
ing band of Chickasaw Indians had stolen twoita hills. Here they were even when the French t 
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white babes from a family near the l'lver. Sarra 
sin, whose generous impulses were moved by the 
frantic grief of the mother, promised her that at a 
given hour he would bring them back to her or 
never return. He set out in hi::; canoe across th(~ 
river where he located the Chickasaw camp, and 
lightly springing in the midst of the sleeping war· 
riol's, he secured the babes, and then uttered the 
Quapaw warhoop. The startled Chickasaws, believ 
ing the Quapaws were down upon them in a body, 
fled pell mell into the woods, while Sarrasin, alone 
and with the two babes, entered his canoe and 
made good his promises to the now overjoyed 
mother. When grown to be an old man of ninety 
years and ready to die, he came back to the capi
tal, and begged Gov. John Pope (182~ 35) to let 
him return to his old hunting grounds to dip. He 
was buried at Pine Bluff, the first interment in its 
cemetery. A few of the tribe still live in the tel' 
ritory, as peaceful and generous bearted now as 
they were in their old home in the wilds, where at 
this day blooms into activity a bright city of ., the 
New South." 

The white popu1ation, which gathel'ed abont 
Arkansas Post with the beginning of French rule 
in 1689, under Gov. Sanville, jllst two centuries 
ago, soon began to overflow into territory up the 
l'lver. The soldiers of Henri De Tonti furnished 
the first known instance of a white man locating 
within the present boundaries of Jefferson County, 
the point here being chosen because it was the 
first shelf above highwater mark. A mixture of 
real fact, and some tradition, shows that Leon Le 
Roy, one of De Tonti's men, deAPrted from "the 
Post" on January 13, 16UO. He was captnl'etl by 
a band of Osagps, who, it is said, kept him for 
fourteen years a captive in the Ozark }\Ionntains, 
where he was treated as a messenger (and sort of 
mascot) of the Great Spirit, who wish<>d him ven
erated as their guardian, and whose wrath would 
fall upon them if he was allowed to eRcap€>. A 
close watch was kept over him, but in the spring 
of 1704 he escaped and reached the Arkansas 
River, at the moui.h of Mulberry Creek. He 
had only reached the site of Little Rock, on his 

Natchez, Miss., whf'n the Quapaws cap

tured him, and, as they treated him with consider· 
ation, he determined to make him...,elf Olle of thflID; 
he did so, and his, it is flaid, was the first white 
blood to lllingle with that of the Quapaw natioll. 
He became very pl'Orninent among them, amI in 
170U. when the arms and ammunition of a party 
of Spaniards, who dieu in the southeast, part of the 
State, of aD epidemic, while en route to the settle
ments in New Mexico, weI'€> found by the Quapaws, 
they wert" brought to Le Roy, who was encamped 
near t llE' present site of the court house at Pine 
Bluff. Here he taught the Quapaws their first 
lessons in the tire arms by which he was afterwaI'd 
killed. The chief took the finest gun in the lot, 
and for ] 09 years it was handed down from chief 
to chief until in 1818, when, on the treaty with the 
Unitpd States, it was given to ODe of the commis
sioners as an emblem of friendship, peace and fidel
ity, and DOW lies among the relics of the Smithson
ian Institute. 

Under the French governors, Sanville (l8BU), 
Bienville (1701), Cadillar (1713), de L'Epinay 
(1710), Beinville (1718), Boibbriant. Perier (1725), 
Bienville (1732), Vaudreuil (17-1-2), Kelel'ic (1753) 
and D' Abbadie (1763), there seems not to have 
hepn SO much settlement within the limits of J er
ferson Oounty, as during Spanish reign nnder 
Govs. Ulloa (1767), O'Heilly (17()8), Unzaga (1770), 
Galvf'z (1777), Miro (1783), Carondelet (1789), 
Lemos (l7U3), 0' Farrell (1798) and Salcedo (1800). 
Even after the United States secured it, and from 
180-1 to 18]~, when subject to the power of the gov 
ernor of Indiana Territory, ·William H. Harrison, 
it is not known at what date Hte squatters came in, 
but they came, and during the seven yearfi before 
1~l U, when the Tt'ITitory of Arkansas was a part 
of Missouri Territory, 80me settled permanently 
on the old bunting grounds of the Quapaws, and 
in IS] 9 the fir~ t permanent white settler locatt'd 
on the site of Pin(.> ~luff. This was a French 
trapper and hunter nam\.d Joseph BonDf'. It was 
in 182r) that he built a wigwam on the 1'iver bank, 
between Chestnut and Walnut Streets, on ground 
now caved in the river, Dear where Sarrasin had 
his camp, and where a rifle, canoe and dog for a 
long timE' constituted all his earthly effects. It \Va.., 
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at this <late that John Denesseaux, of Pine Bluff, 
the oldest resident of the county, chose himself a 
plantation near Pine Bluff. A Mr. Prewptt wat:; 
also OD the site of Pine Bluff with ,Joseph Bonne; 
their two log houses constituted the city. Among 
those scattered along the rivE-r on the north siae 
werE' Ambrose Bartholomew, Antoine Duchesson, 
David :Mnsick, Euclid Johnson, the D!'I.rdennis, 
the Duchessons, the Vaugines, Israel Dodge, the 
Widow Oollar, Francis Vil1ier, Racine (an old 
man), :Mitchell, .Mrs. Emery and son, the Masons, 
Mrs. Hackett, Vassar, Rigne, Barraque, Palmpr 
and Holland; whilE' on the south side were Bailey, 
Morrison, Arrington, with possibly a few otherR, 
who were chiefly engaged in hunting and the rais
ing of a little cotton and corn to vary their ex
tended leisure, and many of whose names are per 
petuated in streets and townships. 

That there were settlements made here previous 
to the organization of the county has been shown, 
but no regular land entries were made, or at least 
none appear on the records, before 1829, except 
numerous private surveys undated. Those made 
dL1l'ing that year were by Mary DuBoyce, A. Bar 
raque, James Scull, Joseph Prewett, Allen Miller, 
.J. S. Kelton, J. Boutwell, Stephen Coose, Joseph 
Snodgrass, Susan Crump, Robert Logan, Isaac 
Snodgras5, J. Russell, Hobert Crawford, Abraham 
Shelly, Solomon Prewett, Huth Wagnon and 
George Ivy; in ] 830 there were John Boyd, John 
Sherley, Hobert HalnmoncJ, Charles Curtis, A1Jel 
Johnson, ,rilliam Marrs, Mark Bean, Hiram Tit 
well, Polly Lawrence, Che~ter Ashley, Willis Mc
Cain, C. Aldl'ick, Israel Embref> and Peter Kuy
kentIall; in 18K1, R. \V. Smith, Thomas Trammel, 
Jarred Griffin, James Duchesson; in 1'3::32, S. H. 
Hempstead, :l\Iartin Serano, Creed Taylor, A. Har 
rington; in 18:3:3, D. F. Vaugine, one Imbraugh, 
Lucy Butler, George Flinn, a man named 'Vall: in 
1834, J oLn Emberson, 1. Harrel, Thomas Phj}}ips, 
John OurE'ton, Thomas 'Yarren. Sr., Levi Cum 
mings and S. C. Roane; in 1835, John Pope, Arf'h 
ibalJ Yell and J. B. Thompson. These were all 
previous to the year of statehood, and some were 
not residents. The entries made in a few cases 
were by those who kept in the van of 8E'ttlement, 
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entering hmrl all the way to the Indian Territory. 
Entrios after 1~i16 WE're most numerous in the 
~)O' s, and next to that period in tbe 60' s. 

There were really no towns before Pine Bluff, 
where, after some efforts to locate it near Derres 
seaux' H, Dorris', and at another site, the county 
seRt was Jllaced. 'rhe first mill was built at New 
Gascony by *Louis Gosserreaux; Stephen Vaugine 
opened the first store about 1825; Creed Taylor 
and the Vaugines built the first gin, which was 
patronized over a territory that would astonish the 
gin owners of the present day; Bradford bad the 
first water mill; Mr. Barraque opened an early 
store at New Gascony, which was named in honor 
of his European birth country; the first store at 
Pine Bluff was kept by a J\1r. Fugate, and another 
was controlled by a M1'. Gibson. The mail, when 
it did come, was carried on horse back. Deer, 
bear and turkey made hard work almost unknown. 
Shooting matches for beef or money were Dot un
common. The first election was held at P. B. 
Greenfield's, when Mr. John Derresseaux was just 
under age and was not allowed to vote for his 
favorite candidate, Henry Clay. in consequence 
of which hi", challenger lost a vote many yt'ars later 
when Mr. Derresseaux assured him he was still 
"too young to vote" j01' him. 

If it be remembereu that in 1813 a county was 
fil'st formed by the Missouri Territorial legislature 
along the Arkansas River, and so given a name; 
and that the same body erected Lawrence in 1815, 
while in 1818 it formed Clark, Hempstead and 
Pulaski, it will be seen that Jefferson County must 
havp been formeu after Arkansas became a Terri
tory, as it did in I8H)' It was a uecade follow
ing this, however, and meauwhile fonl' counties 
(Miller, Phillips, Crawford and Independence) 
were made in 1b20, one (Cbicot) in 1S23j three 
(Con way, Crittenden and Izard) in 1825; three 
(Lovely, St. Francis and Lafayette) in 1827, and 
two (Bevier and "Tashington) in 1828. During 
the month of November, 1829, there were more 
counties made than in any other years except 1873 

~- French name'S are spelled in various WHyS in the 
l'ccor(ls. The most probable spelling is made in these 
pageg. t 
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and 1833, there boong nine and seven respectively 
in the last two, anll six. in 182\), all but one of 
which were formed on NoYembf'r 2. Thpse were 
Union, Pope, lHonroe, Jefferson, Hot Spring awl 
Jackson. This was seven years beforf' Rtatf'hood. 

The law entitled "An Act to f'rect and eRtab 
lish the county of Jefferson," was approved on 
November 2, 1829, and its first section provides 80;;; 

follows: "That all that portion of thp ('ounties of 
Pulaski and Arkansas included in the bonndaries 
as follows, to wit: Leginning on the Arkansas River 
where the line between townships three and fonr 
south strikes the same; thence east to the range line 
bptween ranges nine and ten west; thence north 
along the west side of township three to the north 
west cmner of said town'3hip; thence ea'3t to the 
range line between ranges six and seven west; 
thence south with range line betwpen six and beven 
to the township line between townships eight and 
nine: thence west on said township line to the 
range line hetween ten and eleven; thence north 
on said range line to the township line hetween 
three and four; thence east to the beginning; be, 
and the same is hereby erected into a separate and 
distinct county, to be called and known by the 
name of Jefferson. " ,. The temporary seat of jus 
tiee," continues the sixth section, "for the county 
of Jefferson hereby established, shall be at the 
house of Joseph Bone rBonneJ until otherwise pro 
vided for by law;" and this act Leal'S the signatures 
of John Wilson, speaker of the house of represent 
atives; Charles Caldwell, president of the legisla 
tive council; and John Pope, the Governor. On 
November 17, however, a special act provided 
for the county seat question by the election of 
three commissioners of location-one for Vaugine 
Township, one for Richland, and ODe for the county 
generally, who were to consider offers, locate, 
build temporary buildings, name the site, and pro 
vide for the sale of lots, This was done, but as 
no records exist here previon'3 to 1g:31, it mn~t 
suffice to say that Joseph Bonne's honse on the 
river bank (the site of Pine Bluff) and other how.,es 
were the seat of justice for Jefferson County 
always. 

,~,,___....Changes were made in tho bouud.rioH Novem

bel' 3. 1831, October ~D, ] g;:30, and 1\1arch 20, 
1,-)70, nntil thp present territory was embraced; 
and municipal townships have been erected from 
hwp to time until the two townships have become 
niopteen: Barraque, Bolivar, Dudley Lake, Rob~ 
erts..Jefferson, .Pastoria, Pluw Bayou, \Vashing 
tOll, Vangine, Bogy, Spring, Niven, Vaugine, 
Victoria, Ric-hlaucl. Talledega, -Whiteville and 
Milton, a fair record for a sixty year old county. 

Jefferson County i'3 ODP of the largest and 
mOf,t regularly formed in the State, and lies divided 
by the Arkansas River, within about fifty miles of 
its mouth in a direct line. Its happy distance from 
the Mississippi, and its proximity to the capital, and 
burrounded as it is by Saline, Pulaski anLl Lonoke 
Oounties on the north, with Arkansas, Lincoln, 
Olevpland and Grant on the east, south and west, 
make its situation particularly fortunate. Ib large 
territory of twenty-nine miles square, making 8-U 
square miles, or 53'S,2-1-O acres, located in a latitude 
of 34° north (on IS of west longitude), similar to 
the northern parts of Mississippi, Alabama aUll 
Georgia, and with a climate whose alllllJal temper 
ature averages less than 02 Fahrenheit, all serve to 
explain its rapid growth and many of its excellent 
characteric;tics; for it mm,t be l'emembered that the 
total population, which at the close of the war decade 
,vas but 15,714-, is now very fairly estimated at 
nearly 43,000, nearly trebled within twenty years. 

But in order to nnderstanel this the internal 
qualities of the county itself llJust be seen; and, 
as in all these western l1ueleveloped regions, its 
future history is to be greater than its paf't, and 
now lips in embryo in its fields, forests, minerals. 
rivers anel the like, it is with far greater interest 
that these will be examined. 

Two general levels compose the county, as may 
be seen hy the bluff at Pine Bluff, whirh indicates 
the difference in height to be compaTaiively small, 
while the whole ('ounty is about bOO feet above 
sea. level, and with a slope toward the 1\Iississippi 
so gentle as to be practically a level. The bigher 
level rnns southwGst from the Pine Bluff ",hare of 
the l'iver, anel emLraces about one third of the 
county in the southwpst. the entire remainder be

ing the lower lelpl an 1 water surface. This w~~ 
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sllrfaCf..~ embraces the Arkan~as ilivl:1r, which enters 

BAal" the llorthwe<.,t C01'n(-11', aBd, taking all ilTl'glllar 
conn;p, leaYf>s Ileal' the sontht'ast (,Ol"lWl', nlllloHt 

eli viding tlle connt.\' t'<pwlly; PhUll llayon, Bayon 
Bel] thulolllPW, thrpp or fotH ppnnalH-'nt lakes, and 

other shallow lake" an<1 bayon~ to thf..' PXll'llt of 
ahout ~(), 728 fl.CTPS. or less UHI.H oIlP·twc-ntit'th of 
the ar!:'a, vpry much of which can 1)(-> easily d1'aillPd 

n lld rpclaimed. 

The lan<l itself alrll0:'lt has no geology ill tlw popn 
lar sellse of the term, for it i-.; all a <l(-,l-p loam. ('la~ e)' 

an<l sant1y on the nplands, and alllwial dplta 011 

the lowlands, of great aud ancient depth", the 
SFLIlH:' '-1oil having heen discovered to a dt'pth of O'i'l'l' 

tifty feet, when..• ancipnt shells aUll pre historic 
rpmains were foullll This, having been washed 

down from tht' rirh mint'ral regions above, preg 
nant "with potash amI f->o(la, and a wpalth of or 

ganic and inorganic matter, ha'l made Jeffer..,on 

Connty tllP t'qual of an.' agrienltnral region ill tlw 
~outli. awl, c;ecoml only to \\' nshington Connt.', 
';\Iiss., as a <'otton (,()llnt.' . In some places, a'-1 in 

Bogy Towll~hip, Dr. David Dalp Owen fonnd the 
strata to 1)(-' alternatp laypr:-s of reel sand and 
loam. and clark stift' .. Imckshot day," awl spvpral 

feet of whib> day h) tlll' (lppth of ahont thirty thn-'p 
f~'pt, where watpl' W,l'-i rpac-hp 1, coutainillg' RaiL 

sC)cla, pota<.,h. lil11l:-', fortu.., of maglw:-;ia, irr)ll and 
..,ili('a, a c )mpo'Oitiotl VP1',\ ..,imilnr to the rivp!, water 

in dr.' spa"Olls.. Tltp" hl1eb...llOt cIa) " i'i i->() cal It-Ill 

from it., peculiar cfumhling qnality. ] U ROHlf' 

pla('(''-i good ~()ft ,vater j", ohtaiupd at a clppth of 

hVPllty onp fppt, a'" IlPar Hp(ltiplcl, wltPrE' it alsu 

1>1'paks out ill spring·'O. At Pillt-' Blnff a ",petioIl 
..,howp(l ab()nt a foot of tillP sili('iollS 1m-tIll: ~ixtpPll 

ft'('t of a.c;h colc)J'(' 1 mlll light ,\ t'llowi..,h gn·y 10<l1U.\ 
day, with SOld P gTH\ pI; ..,i)..tePll fp('t of rp(1 eJa.': 

twell(\ six fppt of or,wgt-l C'oloH,d saml. a little fprrn 

gilwl1" ~all(l-;tOllP alla yt'llowi~h gray hawl. A SP(' 

tion at Whitp Blnff .,bowe<l "t!:'ll fppt of soil. san!l, 

clny aml gni\,pl; hIll f(>pt of thill bawlp(lliglit gra~ 

('lay with san<l; "ist,\ fppt of grpPll marly clay wit 11 
fo~sib 11lHlprlai<l h,v light awl dark co101'P(1 lUarl" 

highly fossiliferony. " 'I'll'" wpll kuown l'pd spdimE'ut 

of thp rivpr, which IUt.., so mnch to do with cotton 

growth, was <.,npposed 1» Vr. OW(>rl to pp]'('olatp 
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into tlw lower soih, rPH('hing the cotton rootlets, 
for goo{l ('uttOlL will grow OIl ~and bars where corn 
wonld Hot t hl'i ve. 

Thp growth of' tilll1)(:,1' UIl ~mch lawl bas always 
b(,Pll grflat. l'ljp illlllH'llHl' cyprpss growth in the 

l()\\'l'st partH ha.., hanlly 1)('P11 touebed; the fiue yel 
low pilt!, ana whitt' oak of the uplands havt' great 
fntnres lwf()re thpm; oak;., of all kimh, walnutb, 

lWC'Hns, 11icko1'), SWl'et awl hlack gum, f->.' camon?, 
elm, maple and coLtoIlwoo(l are among other more 
prominput species that a, ail the freer introduction 
of mills and factories. As to the lmltivatec1 prod 
nets, cotton and corn lead, bnt thp flliglltest at 
teuti011 to small fruits and vpgetahles, ebpeciallyon 
tllP uplands, is attt'nclt'd with the most happy re 
RUltS; grapes, peaches, pears) plum'), cherries, 
stra\,,'herries and raspberries woultl rival any region 
if anything like the uttputiOll was given them that 
cotton and eorn receive. 

This situation, in conne('tioIl with the mild eli 
mate, makes a field for rai~ing horses, mules, cat
tle, hogs and sheep that is ullsurpassed, for the 
abundant vegetation rend('lr~ S) stematic feeding al 
mo .."t nnnecesflary the.' ear arouml, and shp1ter is a 

remarkably slllaller itl>lll that ill localities farther 

north. 'Vhile the ex.»prt stoek rai~er might not 
usp this method, thp far lpss P:\-IwlHliture for feed 

and sheHel' would be almost a souree of wealth in 

itself. 
Cht'ap labor awl lemus, too, under intelligent 

amI traint-'d diredi(m, have already been SOl11'CeS of 
rapidly gained wealth 1>)' planters even of small 
capital. The rich 10wlamL, favor thp large planta
tions, on which ma,\ lw found as high as 1~5 labor 
ing familip<;, ehietty colorp(l, while the stream cut 

uplands, away from thE' llliasma of the lludrained 
IcHdalJ(ls, lwvf:1 sPC'lue(l a large popUlation of the 
well to do white small farmer!'!. TIl€" plans in 
YOglH:' hy the large lana ()wner~ are the lease Syfl 
tPlll, rput S) stem Hlld shart' S) stem, along with 
wLic:h the merchant mortgage is a marked factor. 
The cultivated land is mostly in the hands of 
white mPH, Hnd tLt' great bulk of farm lahor is done 

by colorec1 people, who are sOlllPtimes illlprovi 

aent and by laboring but a few days of the week, 
fail to HC'(luire lllueh property. There are notable t 
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and numerous exceptionR to this rule, however, in 
which colored men are wealthy and employ white 
ruen, the most marked im;tance being .!\Ir. Wiley 
Jones, a colored citizen of Pine Bluff, who is the 
only colored owner of a street railway in the world, 
and whose aid in public enterprises makes him Olle 
of the leading factors of the county amoug hoth 
white and colored. The peaceable rt'}ations of the 
two races is probably more marked than in any 
other part of the Soutb, and they are charactel'ized 
by the feebng that mutual safet~ lies in the real 
and industrial education of tbe ('olored race, by 
themselves and by the co-operation of thE' white 
people. A marked movement in this direction will 
be noticed in the proper place. 

The mineral springs are 'White Sulphur, Can 
h'ell's, Lee; 8 and German' 8. The lal'geRt lakes are 
Noble's, Dick and Horseshoe. 

The lands are: Bottom, about 363,000 acres; 
upland, 173,000 acres; cultivated, 90,000; unim 
proved land, cultivable, 370,000 acres; vacant 
national land, 15,000acres; railway land, IO.nOO; 
acres in cotton in 18S8, 07,450; number of bales 
in 1880, 53,120. Average yields per acre: Seed 
cotton on bottoms, 1,400 pounds; npland, bOO 
pounds; corn on bottoms, 33 busbels; upland, 15 
bushels; wheat on bottoms, :30 bushels; upland, 
12~ bushels; oats on bottoms, 40 bushels; uplalld, 
20 bushels; ryf' on bottoms, 40 bushels; upland, 
20 bushels; field peas, 50 bushels; sorghum, 100 
gallons; millet on bottoms, Ii tons; timotLy, 1~ 

tons; red top, 2 tons; clover, 1 ~ tuns; Irish pota 
toes, 50 bushels; sweet potatoes, 150 bushels; tur
nips, 230 bUbhels; while water mE-Ions, musk lllelons 
and pumpkins are of not€'d size. Estimated tim 
bel' distribution: Pine, 037,7;35,000 feet; satin 
wood, oak, cypress, cottonwood, ash and hickory, 
about 1,013,205,000 feet; shipment annually, 
75,000,000 feet lumber and 10,000,000 shingles; 
mills, about twenty~eight, equally <1istributed on 
the railways in 1887. Estates, * total, exclusive of 
railway lands, 1,797; nnmbel' over 2, 000 aCl'es each, 
40; number between 1,000 and 2, noo acres each, 
44; number between 300 and 1,(100 acres each, 78; 
number between 300 and 500 acres each, 54; num 
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bel' less than 300 acres each, ], 5R2; assessed value 
p€'r acre, all u vial lands, exclusive of improvPlllents, 
various distanceb from river anJ raiJ, $13 to $23; 
wooded or wild alluvial, $1 to $3; uplands in culti
vation, $5 to $10 per acre: woolled or wild up 
lands, $1; all of which may usually be taken as 
about half of its real value. Acres of land taxed, 
4G6,143; asspsseu value, $2,478,017; assessed 
value of city property, $1,800, ,00; total value of 
city reality, $8,7153,377; number of borses, 2,010 

value, $79, 17U; number of mules, 3,113 value. 
$16o,lD5; llnmberof cattle, 8,522 value, $35,742; 
number of shE'ep, I,OO~ value. $1,220; number 
of hogs, 5,O,i) value, $0, a02; number of wagons, 
1,32'/ value, $37, 001; all other personal prop
erty, $1,0:n,-t-21; total personal property, $],373,
110; total real and personal, $5,G47,7J7; county 
tax, $40, 89S. 00; State tax. $21,617.73; total, 
$02,516.33 j number miles of railroad in the 
county, 130 St. Louis, Arkansas & Texas, 43 
miles; Little Rock, Mi~sisGippi Rivel' & Texas, 47 ~ 
miles; Pine Bluff & Swan Lake, 26 miles; the 
Altheimer branch of the St. Louis, Arkansas & 

Texas Railway, 14~ miles; stations on St. Louis, 
Al'kansas & Texas Railway, 10; stations of Little 
Rock, Mi::,sissippi River & Texas Railway, 17; 
stations of Piue Bluff & Swan Lake Railway, 11; 
number miles of navigable river front, 162; land 
ings between Pine Bluff and mouth of river, 27; 
landings between Pine Bluff and Little Rock, 18. 
There has been increase in nearly all items sincE' 
1887; but, all things considered, the greatest 
growth haR been in thfl last decade, greater than in 
any other in the career of the county. 

The county seat has always been on the site of 
the "City of Pines," even before the comrnll:)sion 
ers had chosen the site, as directed in the act of 
the General Assembly, and naill(ld it from two 
natural characteristics Pine Bluff. The house 
of Joseph Bonne was on land between Chestnut and 
'Yalnut Streets, now caved into the river, and 
served as the first court house just ten years after 
he located there. After that court was held 
in various rented log houseR, but particularly in 
one on Barraque Street, under an oak tree which 
was destroyed in the great fire of 1877, and under 

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/gdc/scd0001/2013/20131106001bi/02,516.33
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/gdc/scd0001/2013/20131106001bi/21,617.73
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whose branches many a pioneer court Bat in solemn 
dignity in the open air. In 1S39 Jacob Brump 
was given the contract for the erection of a brick 
court house, to be located on the site between the 
present court house and the rivt'r. It was 40 feet 
square, two stories, with an octagon bell tower, 
and cost $5,300, and a front view sketch of it may 
still be seen in the deed recordR of 1839 the early 
work of Pine Bluff's present venpl'able mayor. It 
was in 185B that this was superseded by the pres 
ent structure, a two story painted brick, 50 feet 
by 54 feet, with two one story wings 20 feet by 40 
feet, and of a mixed fortress and Greek styIe of 
architecture. Jacob Brump was commissioner 
and George G. Keeler contracted to complete it 
for $15,000. Among the changt's since made may 
be mpntioned the removal of the court room to the 
lower floor, the extension of the front porch and 
the vaults on the northeast corner. while still more 
extensive improvemAnts are nnder way, to cost 
about $22,000. The jails formerly used were not 
so good as the present one-a brick structure of 
one story, located at the rear of the court house. 

ThA county has no poor farm. 
Its highways all radiate from Pine Bluff and 

are in good condition. The oldest of these is the 
old military road to Little Rock and down the 
nver. These are the most important county struc
tures. 

On January 15, 1853, several citizens of East
ern Arkansas, among whom was Hon. J. ". Bo 
cage, securt'd the charter for the Little Rock & 
Napoleon Railroad. ,rork was begun about 1858 
and by the time the war opened the bed was al
most ready for rails. This event, of course, stopped 
everything. About 18(i8 (if) the members of the 
State government secured and completed it from 
Pine Bluff to Chicot the first railway In the 
country. It was finished to Little Rock about 
1881 82, and IS the now well known "Valley 
Route. " After this came the "Cotton Belt," or 
St. Louis, ArkansaR & Texas, completed in a 
general northeasterly course through Pine Bluff 
about 1880. It was not far from 1882 that the 
Pine Bluff & Swan Lake Railway a narrow-gauge 
on the bed of the "Cotton Belt" to Rob Roy-was 
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built off in the direction of Corner Stone and the 
east. The Altheimer Branch of the" Cotton Belt, " 
taking a northwesterly direction from Altheimer, 
has been in operation for about three years, and 
two other railways are contemplated. 

An agricultural society existed before the war, 
aIld one has been in active operation for several 
years past. The county branch of the Bureau of 
Immigration for the State began when that move
ment started and has been of great benefit to the 
county. The J efierson County Medical Society 
was organized November 19, 1870, and has been so 
vigorous that the State society met with it in 1889. 
It has twenty-eight members. The County Wheel 
was formed in 1889. J. Ed. Murray Camp of 
Ex- Oonfederate Veterans is an interesting organ
ization effected in 1889 and has 190 members. 
M. G. Sennett is commander. 

Railway bonds to the amount of $100,000 were 
issued April 1, 1873, and due in 1894, bearing six 
per cent interest. Some of these have been paid, 
but otherwise the county is out of debt, and a per
manent sinking fund provides for continuous re 
duction of the bonds without affecting the growth 
of the county, as its continued prosperity abund
antly proves. 

For the successive decades beginning with 1830 
the population of Jefferson Oounty has been 772; 
2,566; 5,834; 14,971; 15,733; 22,386; and (esti
mated) 45,000 in 1889. In 1860 the white and 
colored proportions were, respectively, 7,813 and 
7,158; in 1870 were 5, 56B white to 10,167 colored, 
and in the year 1880, 5,331 to 17,011 colored. 
The increase of negro population over the white 
in 1889 is equally marked. In 1880 there were 
395 foreign born persons to 21,991 native. 

The proportion of negro to white population 
just indicated has gIven Jeffel'son County that 
greatest of great problems in the South-the peace
able adjustment of negro and white government. 
But great as the problem is the county seems to 
have solved it, for themselves at least, and in the 
best manner so far known. This has been accom 
plisbed by the preliminary cancus of both parties 
in joint committee session, in which a fusion ticket 
is formed, composed ot men of both races, among t 
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whom the offices are equitably distributed on the 
principle that, as thE' white mall have the grE-at 
bulk of the property, they shall occupy the offices 
that have mo~t to do in governing taxation. The 
ticket made by this committee has no rival and is 
snre of election. This applies to local affairs ollly, 
as in presidential contests the county has of late 
years been as thoroughly Republican as it waH Delli 
ocratic in ante bellum days. The general satisfac 
tiOll with this method is everywhere apparent, and 
is due largely to the influence of moderate and 
sensible men of both parties and races, who are 
making honest endeavor to demonstrate a very 
knotty proposition. 

The only court of especial interest is that of 
the circuit, which was provided for in the act of 
county erection. Its first TecOl'd reads as follows: 
,. June term, 1830. At a Circuit Court commenced 
and held Ly the honorable Benjamin Johnson, one 
of the judges of the Superior Court of the Territory 
of Arkansas, at the house of Joseph Bone [Bonne], 
in and for the county of Jefferson, erected out of 
certain designated portions of the counties of 
Pulaski and Arkansas by an act of the General 
Assembly of the said Territory, bearing date of the 
second day of November one thousand eight hun 
drecl and twenty nine, the county of J eff'erson 
being one of the counties composing the second 
judicial circuit of the said Territory, and absigned 
to the honorable Benjamin Johnson to bear pleas 
in on Monday, the twenty-eighth day of June, one 
thousand eight hundred. and thirty." It abo 
gives these grand jurors: " \Y illiam Arbuckle, 
foreman; Alex. B. Jones, Louis Darden, \Yesley 
Tracy, David Thlusick, Antoine Dnchesson, Asa 
Mason, John Manuel, Antoine Kelly, Alex. Slater, 
'Villiam Bailey, Hiram neid, H. L. Allen, Raphael 
Brumback, Jacob Callicote, John Noble, Francis 
Darden, _Samuel Davis and \Y igton King." 

The first action was on the jurisdiction over 
Israel Emery in a murder case. The first court 
held in the town of Pine Bluff' began December 
24, 1832. 

j 
The legal fraternity of Jefferson County or 

Pine Bluff has always been one of rrominence in 
the State men, too, who have been prominent in 
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governmental affairs. Among the most influential 
from the first Lave been Gov. S. C. Roane, Thl. \\'. 
Dorris, Gen. James YI::'Il, Gov. John S. Hoane, 
Judge J. ,V. Bocage, Solon B. Jones, Capt. A. T. 
Stewart, Senator R. 'V. Johnson, Col. M. L. Bell, 
Col. \V. P. Grace, A. B. Grace, Judge J. C. 
l\lurray, Judge 'V. 1\1. Harrison, R. E. Watel's, 
John S. Andprson, Maj. Herman Carlton, Col. O. 
A. Bradshaw, Judge D. ,Yo Carroll, ,Yo Thl. Gallo 
way, 'Y. F. Owen, C. ThL Tannehill, R. B. Mc
Cracken, Judge Ira MeL. Barton, Judge H. B. 
Morse, Col. M. L. Jones, Judge John A. 'Williams, 
Gen. H. King White, Col. N. T. White, Judge J. 
ThL Elliott, Judge \Y. E. Hemingway, Judge \Y. 
S. McCain, Judge T. F. Sorrells, John Thi. Taylor, 
J. G. Taylor, Sam. M. Taylor, Col. John M. Clay 
ton, Judge \Y. P. Stephens, Senator John \Y. 
Crawford, N. A. Austin, J. Thl. Cunningham, 
Thomas J. Ormsby and others of briefer residence. 
S. J. Hollingsworth is the most notable among the 
colored bar. 

The work of the courts of J efl'erson County has 
been characterized more probably by land litigation 
and debt than anything else. Its criminal prac 
tice has not been very extensive or notable. The 
first case of execution was about 1847, when Judge 
J. \V. Bocage was prosecutor, and Col. \Y. P. 
Grace, in his maiden speech, plead for the defense 
-the only criminal case he ever lost in his remal'k
able career a8 a criminal lawyer. Since that time 
there have been less than a half dozen executions 
in the whole career of the courts. Colored law 
yers were not generally in practice until during 
the 70' s. 

The circuit judges who have presided over the 
circuit containing this county have been: Judges 
Benjamin Johnson Roysden, Euclid L. Johnson, 
Isaac Baker (184:0), W. H. Sutton (184:3), Josiah 
Gould (184-£1). John C. Murray (1831), T. F. Sor
rells (] 853), J ohll C. Murray (18~)8), \Y. ThL Hani 
son (1865), H. P. Morse (18GB), John A. \r illiams 
(1874), X. J. Pindall, (1878), J. A. 'Yilliams 
(1882), and John ThI. Elliott (188'-\). 

In connection with the bench and bar of the 
county may be mentioned a list of Jefferson's 
citizens who served in Congress: 

Senator R. ~~ 
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Johllson, 1855 to 18/31; Representatives R. W. 
Johnson, a pad of the time between 18~7 and 1853; 
A. A. C. Rogers (seat contested by J. T. Elliott), 
1869 to 1871; O. P. Snyder, 1871 to 1873; same 
(contested by M. L. Bell), 1873 to 1&75; C. R. 
Breckinridge, State at-large, 11:583- 85, 1885 87, 
1887 89, and 1889 91. 

Post offices are usually centers about which 
villages spring up, and, with that basis, the fol 
lowing list in Jefferson County seems happily pro
phetic: Altheimer, Bankhead, Cornerstone, Dex
ter, Double Wells, Fairfield, Faith, Garretson's 
Landing, Greely, Greenback, Grier, Humphrey, 
J efferson, Kearney, Linwood, Locust Cottage, 
Macon, Madding, New Gascony, Noble's Lake, 
Nubia, Pastoria, Pine Bluff, Plum Bayou, Rain
ey, Red Bluff, Redfield, Rob Roy, Sleeth. Toronto, 
Wabbaseka, English, Swan Lake, and 1,Villiamette. 
But as far as the past or even present is concerned 
Pine Bluff and the county are almost synonymous, 
fOl' the activity and much of the population cen
tered there from the beginning, and what villages 
now exist outside the capital are very recent de
velopments of railway shipping points. It is safe 
to say that over one-third of the county reside in 
Pine Bluff, and that over half of these are white. 

As to age, St. Mary's Landing and New Gas 
cony store are the oldest, both settled in French 
times. Rob Roy and Pine Bluff were founded 
about the same time. Garretson's Landing and 
\Vabbaseka are also very old places. Others have 
grown up within a decade almost. 

As to size, Pine Bluff, Redfield, Altheimer, 
Jefferson Springs and Rob Roy are the order of 
those that can be called towns. 

Pine Bluff is so thoroughly identified with the 
county that it seems Ruperfluous to treat it sepa 
rately. The land was entered in 1831, by Joseph 
Bonne, although he had settled here as early as 
1819. This comprised the" old town." He soon 
sold it to John T. Pullen, one of the first English 
settlers in this region, who not long after disposed 
of it to "Pinkard, Chowning, Davis & Dawson," 
a firm of non-residents. It is variously claimed 
that the first lots were laid out by Mr. Pullen, Mr. 
A. H. Davis, in 1837, and John E. Graham, still 
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later, but the probability is that Mr. Pullen made 
the first and the others additions or l'e surveys. 
About 1843 this company sold the site to Gens. 
James and Yell, and subsequent extensions will be 
fonnd in connection with the incorporation. 

Besides those mentioned, one of the early fam
ilies of the place was that of James N. Buck, of 
whose children (Irving O. , John L. and Eliza E.) 
Col. John L. lived to be the oldest citizen of the 
town. Another old settler was Drew White and 
family. J oBeph Bonne owned the first tavern, 
which was kept by a Spaniard named Casamus, 
and the cooking was done by old Corey Brown's 
wife, a colored woman. J ames Buck and Drew 
White also had taverns at "the Bluff" until the 
war. A Mr. Fugate gave his name to a street by 
keeping the first store at the north end. Among 
other early business men were Messrs. Dorris, 
Maulding, Hewes, James, Scull, Tucker, Bird, 
Greenfield and Kay. * 

From this beginning "the Bluff" gradually 
began to be a river trading point; manufactories 
sprung up from time to timt~; a wholesale and sup 
ply hade began to spread; men of large estates 
made Fine Bluff their home; some of the ablest 
legal talent of the State located, and finally the 
war came and caused general ruin to estates, busi
ness, and society, although the town itself was not 
seriously destroyed by anything but general decay. 

The period of reconstruction was one of slow 
growth, and it was not until about 1870 that the new 
Pine B1uff began to make itsplf known by a vig 
orous but not intermittent growth, which promises 
to make it the rival of any city in the State. 
The new surroundings and independent movements 
of both races in developing the great cotton belt of 
this State have had their effect on Fine Bluff'. It 
has made large increase in local capital, and as a 
home for large planters who are also investors in 
commerce and business generally, has contributed 
to the place a solidity of growth and structure 
plainly evident to the most ordinary observer. 

The manufactures of Pine Bluff began in 1850 
with a small foundry by Henry Cloyes; he after 

.*Acknowledgment is especially due the Press-Eagle 
for many of these facts. 
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of $300,000. The Citizens' Bank was formed 
February 10, 1887, with a capital of $100,000. 

The city has two excellent street railways-the 
Citizens' and Wiley Jones-each with respective 
capitals of $30,000 and $25,000. The latter, as 
stated elsewhere, is the only street railway line in 
the world owned by a colored man. 

Telephone and telegraph facilities are excel
lent, and the Pine Bluff Water & Light Company, 
with a capital stock of $200,000, furnishes elec 
tric light of 1,500 incandescent and 100 arc light 
capacity, and water with a domestic pressure of 
80 pounds, and fire pressure of 200 pounds to 
the square inch, and with pipe of size sufficient 
for a city of 200,000. The pumping capacity is 
3,500,000 gallons in twenty four hours. The sys
tem of sewerage is good and has thirty-inch mains. 
The police and fire departments are well organized. 

The city has an immense cotton trade and has 
two compresses. Its wholesale, jobbing and retail 
houses are numerous and extensi ve, and increasing 
constantly. 

One opera house and two large parks-the 
Recreation or Citizens' and Wiley Jones' repre
sent the amusement side of Pine Bluff, while 
'White Sulphur Springs is the nearest resort. 

The incorporation of Pine Bluff as a town oc
curred on December 12, 1848, when its population 
was less than 400. This was known as the "Old 
Town," and included what is bounded by 'Walnut, 
Sixth Avenne, and Tennessee Streets and the river. 
The first mayor was James De Bond, Jr., and his 
council was composed of vV. P. Grace, lawyer; Drew 
White, landlord and mail contractor; L. L. Mandel, 
merchant: Theron Brownfield, carpenter. It was 
the duty of Col. Grace, the clerk, to formulate the 
first ordinancE'S, which he did during about two 
months, and it is related that he was allowed $25, 
provided he would have them printed. As the 
printing cost him $24.50, his public contract 
proved to be a grand exception to what such con
tracts are popularly supposed to be. l\-Iany of 
these ordinances are still in force. In 1860 the 
place reached a population of about 700 or 800, 
and was incorporated as a city. The town had 
begun to extend west and south. Additions were tl 
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ward added a corn mill and planing mill. Will
iam Scull had a sash, door, and planing factory 
from 1857 until the Federal army took charge of 
it. The next factory was a similar one owned by 
the largest contractors in the county - Bell & 
Bocage, who had mills in various parts of the 
county, and a steam brick factory. At the time 
their works burned (August 23, 1873) they were 
the largest south of St. Louis, and of over 100 
employes about half were skilled mechanics. 
Their loss exceeded $60,000. In 1871 E. W. Bo
cage built his Pine Bluff Iron and Engine 'YOl'ks. 
The next were the Pine Bluff Agricultural Vt' orks, 
erected by a joint. stock company. This was under 
the management of W. J. McKinney. In 1875 
the Emma Oil Company began, and in less than a 
decade they had six presses of six boxes each. In 
1877 the Pine Bluff Oil Company began their 
works, but were soon absorbed by the Emma Com
pany, nnder the presidency of G. H. Blood. The 
foundry and machine shops of J. W. Bocage & 
Co. were erected near the Valley depot in 1879, 
and soon became one of the largest works of this re 
gion. In 1880 the Jefferson Iron Works Company 
were organized by Messrs. J!'ran klin, :Preston and 
Hardin, and began WOl'k in the old Baptist Church 
building on Barraque Street. The works soon fell 
into the hands of Preston & Prigmore. The Star 
Planing and Shingle Mills were opened in January, 
1879, by Smith & Riggin, with Mr. G. Morris as 
foreman. The Bluff City Lumbpr Company is a 
wood working factory, successor to the O. D. Peck 
Company. The Ice & Coal Oompany have a large 
ice plant, erected in 1884. The machine works of 
Dilley & Son care for that kind of work. E. L. 
Colburn has a gin and grist mill, and the "Cotton 
Belt" Railway division shops are large works. 
Several brick kilns are in operation, while a few 
drug firms make patent medicines. Thomas Green 
has a general cart factory, and Mr. Cunie's fac
tory for native wines has headquarters here. 

The Merchants' & Planters' Bank was organ
ized December 1, 1876, with a capital of $58,000. 
The First National Bank was formed on Septem 
bel' 2, 1882, with a cash capital of $50,000. An
other bank is in course of formation with a capital 
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made: Drew White's, 11 blocks in 1854,; James', 
18 blocks in 185-1; -\Yoodruff'~, 73 blocks in 18G3; 
Finnerti s, 7 blocks in 1835; HarJing' s, 7~ block~ 
in 1860; James & Simpson's, 18 Llocks in 1871; 
Tannehills & Owen's, g lots in ]&72; Taylor's, g 
blocks in 1873; ,Voodruff':o;, 11 lots in 1873; Scull's, 
8 blocks in 1873; Allis', 1-1 lots in IB77; Vining'R, 
10 lots in 1878; \Vorthen's, 9 blocks in 187U; 
Harding's, 33 lots in 1879; G. Meyer's, 14 lots in 
1880; Dorris', 57 blocks in 1 '381; Brump's, 7 lots 
in 1881; Mills', 8 blocks in 1883; J ohmion' s, 2 
blocks in 1883; l\'Iorris', 12 lots in 1883; Bloom'p, 
13 lots in ]883; Trulock's, G blocks in 188-1; Ring 
181" s, 16 blocks in 1884,; Gibson's, 1G blocks in 
1884-; D. C. White's, 3 blocks in ]'385; Oliver's, B 
blocks in 1885; M. J. Scull's, 16 blocks in 1885; 
Houston & James', 10 lots in 1q85; Portis Land 
00' S., 21 lots in 1885; Pine Bluff Land 00' s., 
35 blocks in 1886; Hudson's, 20 lots in ] 8S6; 
Smith & Wheatley's, 22 lots in 18S6; Rogers', 
13 blocks in 18~6; D. 'Vhite's, 11 lots in I88o; 
Sorrells & De ,Yoody's, 14, blocks in 18q7; G8is 
reiter's, 35 blocks in 1887; vVilkins & Hauf's, ] 5 
acres in 1887; \V. J. Hammett's, 22 lots in 1887; 
--Wiley Jones', 15 acres in 188R; Fee Webb's, 120 
acres in 188b. The city is divided into foul' wards. 

Secret societies, as well as social and profes
sional ones, are extensively represented. Among 
those of the white peopl~ which have pxisted and 
are still in oppration, are two Masonic societies, a 
Royal Arch Ohapter, a Oommandery, Odd Fellows, 
a Jewish Order. Knights of Honor, Royal Arca
num, American Legion of Honor, Knights or Py
thias, Knights of Labor, Grand Army of the Re
public, etc.; while among the colored people may 
be mentioned the Masons, Odd Fellows, Brothers 
and Sisters of Friendshjp, Sons and Daughters of 
Lily, Knights of Pythias, etc. 

A public library exists, and the Merrill Institute, 
now nearly completed, will be a public institution 
containing library, Teading room, lecture rooms, 
gymnasium, etc. 

The newspapers of the county hpgan with The 
Jeffersonian, -issued about 184:7, by vV. E. SmiLh, 
who was succeedeu by a Mr. Wyatt. It was short 
lived. In 1830 Luckie & Oarter issued the Pine 
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Bluff RepnhlicRn, and among others afterward 
cOllnected with the pappi' WPl'e Messrs. \Y ('1113, E. 
H. Vance, Bm,hnell. f:;hephenl, and J ndge Reed 
Fletcher. ThE' American was a contemporary 
under E. H. Vnnce, W. Q. Dent issued the Pine 
Bluff Democrat about ] S3G, and vVells & Luckie 
began the Jefferson Enterprise near the same time, 
Mr. Luckifl's death afterwanl cansing the journal 
to fall into the hands of Fletcher & \Villiams. 
whom 001. 'Y. \rilliams succeeded. Lee & Doug 
lass spcured it in 185S and gave it the name, The 
Indeppndent. During the war H. B. Worsham 
published The War Bulletin, the fi1'st daily ever 
published in the county. For some time befOl'e 
] 8G5 there was no local paper, but at that date The 
Dispatch was begun by l\Iorton & Bowers, and 
later on was editpd by the well known deceaspd 
journalist, l\Iaj. J. H. Sparks. Very soon Lee & 

Williams established The Orthopolitan, which was 
replaced by The Southern Vindicator, by,Yilliams, 
Lee & Ryan, of whom Col. J. G. Ryan was the 
leading editorial Spi1'it. In 18G8 J. L. Bowers be
gan The Jefferson Republican, with which Messrs. 
I1'a l\'IcL. Barton, J. B. Dow, F. K. Lyman, Frank 
Silverman, O. P. Snyder, E. '\'. l\IcOracken, and 
A. R. Craig weI'e connected. The Pine Bluff 
Press was established in ,Jannary, ]860, by ..w. C. 
Thomas, with whom Maj. Charles G. Newman was 
soon associated, and who assullled full contro'l on 
the <leath of 001. Thomas, in February, 187-1. In 
September, 1888, Newman & Ryan changed it to a 
daily, and in January, 1879, it suspended, and in 
January, 1S81, S. C. Ryan becured it and resumed 
publication from A pI'il to October 0, when it was 
burned. It rf:'snmed on the 1Jth as a daily, but 
on the 1st of November joined The Eagle and be
came The \rpeltly Press Eagle. The vVeekly Eagle 
had been startE'Cl February 28, ]8~0, by W. F. 
Bell, but at his death on August rollowing, his 
brothen:;, D. C. and J. O. Bell, succeeded him. In 
N ovem bel' Bell & Murray secured it, and Ryan & 

l\Inrray made the consolidation. These latter gen 
tlemen had control separately at times. and now it 
is in the hands of Arthur .Murray. In l\Iay, 1881, 
Maj. O. G. Newman establisherl th8 Pine Bluff t 
Daily Oommercial, which has been the only daily 
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since. The Graphic was started by Judge R. 
Fletcher in 1887, and is now in the hands of J. W. 
Adams. The Hornet is a colored paper which has 
been in various hands. It was stal"ted by J. C. 
Duke. Outside of Pine Bluff, the only paper has 
been the Redfield Star, by C. T. Munroe, not now 
published. A few other efforts have been made~ 
but were short lived. The journals have ably rep
resented the interests of the community in whicb 
they have bpen so important a factor. 

Redfield grew out of tbe Little Rock, Missis 
sippi River & Texas Railway interests, together 
with the efforts of J. K. Broadie, by whom it 
was laid out l"eCently, although it bas been 
a business point since early ill the present decade. 
It has about 1,000 people, and, besides general 
siores, has a large wood-working mill. Messrs. 
Fairman, Daniels, Sallee Brothers and W. C. 
McKinnis are among the leading men. 

Altheimer is the junction of the Little Rock & 
Eastern Railway with the "Cotton Belt" line, 
and has grown up to a population of about GOO in 
the last three years. The Altheimer Brothers have 
been its leading spirits. Davis & McDonald are 
merchants. There are two cotton gins here. 

J efIerson Springs is a recent lumber town on 
the Little Rock, Mississippi River & Texas Rail
way of about 150 people. It has two mills. 

Rob Roy has a store and is the seat of A. God
bold's plantation. It was formerly one of the 
most prominent river shipping points of this region. 

Among other places that have stores and are 
the seats of plantations are Bankhead, Cornerstone, 
Garretson's Landing, Kearney (mill), Linwood, 
Madding, New Gascony, Noble's Lake (the seat of 
Sol. Franklin's great plantation), Pastoria, Plum 
Bayou, Red Bluff, Wabbaseka and Swan Lake. 
Other places are post offices merely. 

'Vhether or not the old French settlers, pre 
vious to Joseph Bonne's day in ] 810, took part in 
onr early British wars, is not known. It would not 
be strange, however, if a few had participated in 
the affair of 1815 at New Orleans; nor is it improb 
able that some of Jefferson County's inhabitants 
had a sharf> in the Creek, Seminole or Black Hawk 
wars. They, of course, took part in what little 

border Indian warfare there was, but as the 
Quapaws were friendly this article has nothing 
of that kind to record. 

After the birth of Jefferson County in 1829, 
the first war experience it had to deal with was 
that of 1846 with the Mexican neighbors. There 
was no particular excitement, and all who chose to 
go gathered about Capt. John C. Roane, the lead
ing military spirit of the county, and with him 
entered the northwestern part of the State recruit
ing, finally serving bravely in the famous ranks of 
Gen. Yell, of Buena Vista fame. There were but 
few, however, the total population being but 5,83-1. 
The excitement effE'cted the county but little, and 
quiet reigned until the close of the great campaign 
of 1860. 

The general causes whieh figured in the great 
campaign ably represented by Lincoln, Douglas, 
Breckenridge and Bell, are so well known as to 
not necessitate repetition in these lines; but as the 
peculim' make· up of a county almost always deter
mined its action in that struggle it is well to glance 
at the condition of J pfl'erson at that time. In 1860 
there was in the whole county a population of but 
14,971, of whom 7,158 were colored, and the 
white population exceeded them by 655, making 
7,813 whites. This shows. according to the 
accepted proportion of about five persons to one 
voter, a vote of little more than 1,500 to the county. 
It needs only to be mentioned that the county was 
then as now a cotton and corn slave-holding com 
munity, to make it clear that the 1,500 voters were 
supremely democratic at this particular period. 
·While there were a few votes for Lincoln and 
Bell, the mass was chiefly di vided between Doug 
las and Breckenridge, and the fact that the Han. 
W. P. Grace, of Pine Bluff, was an elector on the 
Douglas ticket shows that there was no small 
Douglas sentiment afloat. The result was a general 
support of Douglas. 

The inauguration of Lincoln and the convention 
at Little Rock occnrred and began the same day, 
and Jefferson had its time in choosing delegates. 
The Pine Bluff convention chose the Hons. James 
Yell and ,Yo P. Grace, with the understanding 
that Northern aggression should be resisted-just 
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how was not generally decided npon. Two inde
pendent strictly Union candidates were in the field 
also Anthony A. O. Rogers and Horacp B. Alli~, 
but the election fell to Grace and Yell, who enterod 
the Little Rock convention of March, and JUl'. 
Grace was made chairman of the ordinance com
mittee. After the well known recess bf'f0l'8 May 
6, Mr. Grace and his committee drew up the 
ordinance of secession which was passed as the 
best thing that Arkansas could do under tllt' circum
stances, and with the one dissenting voice of Isaac 
Murphy, as elsewhere noted. 

·Meanwhile, it must be remembf'red, the county 
had two companies of State militia, which had 
been organized before war was thought of; one 
was the Jefferson Guards, formed by Capt. Oharles 
Carlton and L. Donaldson; the other, formed 
early in 1861 by Capt. J. ,Yo Bocage, was known as 
the Southern Guards. During April a war meet 
ing was in session at the court bouse at Pine Bluff, 
and among the speakers for secession were Mesf>rs. 
Roane. Bell, Sorrells, Bocage, and others, while 
Anthony Rogers was the exponent of the corporal's 
guard of a ITnion following. DUl'ing the meeting 
Capt. Frank McNany reported to Oapt. Bocage a 
telegram from Gen. Hindman that boats loaded 
with national supplies had passed Helena, were 
bound up the Arkansas River, and should be cap 
tured by him at Pine Bluff. Oapt. Bocage called 
on the meeLing asking volunteers to stup the boat 
as she was reported in sight. The assemblage re 
sponded with alacrity, and Gen. Roane was placed 
in command. As the boats entered in front of 1he 
city they wpre orderpd to stop, ano. by a shot across 
the bow of the onf' in the lead, the ve~sels came to 
and their Rtores were captured. Capt. Bocage 
telegraphed Gov. Rector of the action, to which 
the latter responded that ,Jefferson Oounty had 
"iaken a high handed step and mURt foot tht' re
sponsibility." They clecided to "foot" it. ana 
held the goods, which were soon after oro.erec1 into 
the State service by the Governor. f)upplies were 

also captured at Napoleon. 
During ]861 there obtained the constant hurry 

and bustle of recruiting and organization at Pine 
Bluff, which became the headquarters and rendez 
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vou~ for a large surrounding territory. From time 
to tillle companit'R of the First Arkansas Infantry 
werE' formed here by Col. John M. Bradley, and 
aLout four of thf'se companies were composeu of 
J effersoll Connty men, while some were scattered 
through all the rest. The county court supported 
them. A few went independently, and in various 
directions, to Little Rock, and still others into 
Mississippi, many serving gallantly in some of the 
most famons actions of the war. In the Oonfeder 
ate troops they were known as the Fifteenth AI" 
kansas. 

The year ]862 was passed in much the same 
way, ~o that by its close about all the fighting force 
of the county was gone. The law directing the 
raising of le<;':3 cotton and more corn gave the coun 
ty an abundant supply of the latter commodity, 
which fell to ten cents a bushel. This kept the 
t-laves fnlly occupied. 

The early part of 1803 passed rather unevent 
fully. but early in October Gen. POWE'll Clayton 
came down with a small force from Little Rock 
and took peaceable possession of Pine Bluff, with
out any attempt at fortification, merely holding it 
as a post. He had been here but a few days when 
Gen. Marmaduke marched upon the town with a 
much larger force, and, sending in a flag, asked 
Gen. Olayton to surrendpr. The General, of 
course, took time to consider the matter, and :'\.lso 
used that precious time in ha~tily fortifying the 
court yard and streeh; leading to it with the 
numerous and almost omnipre<;ent cotton bales. 
After he had "considered," he sent Gen. 1Harma
uukp a refusal to surrendpr, whereupon the latter 
made an attack on all Fides against the effective 
cotton bales, and after a few hours of severE' fight
ing and thE' death of fifteen Oonfederates and 
eleven Fl'derals, Marmaduke withdrew. This 
occurred in the forenoon of October 23, 1863. In 
the l'.1ethodiFt Episcopal Church recently torn (lown 
were found many of the bullets of that fight. 

Gen. Clayton soon thoroughly fortified Pine 
Bluff, as it then stood, by a series of probably two 
and a half miles of intrenchmeuts, in an irregular 

figure, about the town. He held the town during t 

the remainder of the war, ami, excepting O~F 
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sional raids down to the Ouachita River, there 
were no subsequent events of military note. 

Under the Isaac :Murphy provisional govern
ment of 186.J., 'V. Williams and Reed Fletcher 
were representatives, and ]\1. W. Galloway was 
the senator from Jefferson County. 

Reconstruction was as painful a rehabilitation 
here as elsewhere, but the wisdom exercised in the 
mutual efforts of the white population and the 
newly enfranchised race have resulted in the best 
solution of their Jifficulties so far tl'ied in the 
whole freedmen realm. 

Pioneers have seldom found time and facilities 
for more than the most meager educational advan
tages for thf>ir children at home, and in this J effer 
son County has not proved an exception. The 
early Catholic schools, under the care of the Sis 
tel'S at St. :l\Iary's, were the first to be called real 
schools. and it is unfortunate that more is not 
known of their excellent work. 

Aside from this paro('hial school, it is not cel' 
tain that there were any schools of note before 
18.J.1. The wealthy ones secured a tutor for their 
family, and then sent their sons off' to the colleges 
of Kentucky, Tennessee and Virginia, whil8 their 
daughters attended tbe most convenient semin 
aries. Occasionally an educated young man might 
come along and have a short session of select 
school. These, howevt>r, began at Pine Bluff'. As 
early as 18.J.l a pioneer Methodist minister, named 
Rey. Hunt, opened a school in a log house at Pine 
Bluff', unJer the auspices of the church to which 
he belonged. He was a~sisted by his wife and 
sister-in law, and continued for a few years. Not 
long after this school closed Prof. Henry Sharp 
had a school fOl' boys and girls, and about two 
years later he was succeeded by Dr. Barrington. 
Prof. Brander taught afterward for a couple of 
years, and others of less prominence. 

During the 50's Col. Alexander, of Virginia, 
opened one of those academies whose purpose was 
to fit boys for college. The institution flourished 
under the management of this able gentleman, so 
that he required assistance. Ur. John J. :Martin, 
the present county surveyor, was one of his teach

j ers. The school continued up to the war. Con 

temporary with it was a school for young ladies 
and small boys, kept by l\Iiss 'Vasserman, who 
opened the institution for a time after tht> war. 
About the same time a school was in session for a 
few years before the war, at \Yhite Sulphur 
Spring'3, and was taught by a Methodist minister. 
During the decade before l~OO one was also at 
Byrd Spring, under the management of Prof. 
Newton. Mr. John J. :lUartin held a school at 
Richland during tho<;e days. 

Since the war the private school has largely 
given way, although some excellent ones have con
tinued up to the present. About 18G;) a school 
was opened by Rev. Cadesman Pope, who was 
later followed by a Mr. Holloway. In 18G8 was 
started a promising school in the old brick Bap 
tist Church, by 1\11'. A. G. A. Coleman. and his 
assistant, Miss Mal'Y Cooper, but a year later the 
principal died. Miss Cooper wielded a consider
able influence in the educational movements of the 
county. 

The mO'3t prominent private school since their 
time is Prof. J. Jordan's academy, at Pine Bluff, 
which has been in successful operation for several 
years as a prepal'(ltory school for colleges. Tho 
convent school, in connection with St. Joseph's 
Church (Catholic), has proved a worthy successor 
of its somewhat anci ent ancestor at St. :l\Iary's, 
near New Gascony. 

Most notable among the private pnterprises for 
the education of the colored people after the war 
Wf're the school of the American Missionary Associ 
ation, a recent mission school of the Presbyterian 
Church, Prof. Prewett's Commercial College, JUiss 
Chinn's school, and the new industrial school 
movement among prominf'nt citizens of Pine Bluff, 
headed by Rev. J. :IU. Lucey, pastor of St. Joseph's 
Church. The Association school was bought in 
186"1 by the city, and placed in charge of a most 
earnest en.ucated man, a 1Ur. 1\Iartin, whose in 
fluence in negro education has been very consider
able. The latest movement, by Rev. Lucey, pro 
mises to be one of the most advanced efforts so far 
made in the 80nth, anel may prove that iwlustrial 
education is a greatly needed step in the colored 
problem. t. 
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One has but to glance at these figures ai vina
'0 0 

the number of teachers employed in the State of 
Arkansas in successive years, to gain a fair idea of 
the growth of popular education in any part of the 
State: In 1869 there were I,B83~ in 1870,2-,302; 
in 1871, 2, 128~ in 1872, 2,035; in 1873, 1,481; in 
1874-73, no reports; in 1876, -WI; in 1877 78, no 
reports; in 1879, 1,458; in 1880, 1,872; in 1881, 
2.169; in 1882,2,501; in 1883,2,462; in 1884, 
2,899; in 1885, 3,582; in 1886, B,691; in 1887, 
4,167; in 1888, 4,664. It will readily be seen 
that the greatest care and activity have been shown 
in the years of the present decade, and the most 
firm and permanent improvement in the last few 
years. 

The old school system was not a success, for the 
common school idea did not become popular until 
within the last twenty yl:'ars, and the public school 
lands were, by the state of public sentiment, al 
lowed to amount to almost nothing in the shape of 
revenue. It was largely the wealthy who could 
educate, and they hired private tutors to fit their 
children for foreign colleges and academies; or 
an occasional professional teacher would open a 
school to prepare students for higher schools. 
Education was a luxury which poor whites could 
not have, ano, as for the negro, the idea was not 
entertained. Education, too, was purely literary, 
such as it was in many other parts of the country. 
The practical and industrial phases of it are just 
beginning to be fully appreciated; the realization 
gains ground that industrial and practical euuca
tion. not the literary alone, is a key to all success
ful permanent progress. N one in all the South 
have been quicker to adopt such progressive ideas 
and put them in practice than the leadE'fs in the 
educational movements of Jefferson County. 

It waR Pine Bluff which led in the vigorous 
organization or the public school system in 1868, 
and the county generally soon followed. A tax 
was levied in 1868, and the election of school 
directors resulted in the choice of Messrs. R. 'Y. 
Trimble, ,V. P. Grace, G. Meyer, S. McAlmont, 
J. T. J. Havis, and Ira McL. Barton. They be
gan with a fund of about $10, 000, and, althongh 
the decision of the Supreme Court making the levy 
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payable in scrip instead of currency made a falling 
off in fnnds, the directors arranged to build a 
Rchool structure that would be an honor to the city. 
By the fall of 1871 the present fine high school 
building waR finished by Messrs. Bell & Bocage. 
It is of brick, and three stories, 64x68 feet, with a 
towel' of 88 feet. Its cost was $18,000, which was 
paid by ] 876. At the same time they bought, at a 
total cost of $3,000, the building of the American 
Missionary Association for the colored people. 
Both buildings have flince been so well fitted up 
that there is now abundant room for both white 
and colored children, who have equal advantages. 
Miss Ruth McBride, who has had charge of the 
city schools for some years, has been a great factor 
in their progress, and the schools have graduated 
several classes of good grade. The high school, 
enrolling over 300, with five teachers, and Pine 
Street school, enrolling over 200, with four teachers, 
are white schools; while the Normal, enrolling over 
160, with three teachers; Merrill school, enrolling 
over 200, with four teachers; Second Avenue, en
rolling over 180, with three teachers; and Cockril1 
Rchool, enrolling over eighty, with one teacher, are 
colored. Annunciation Academy, enrolling over 
170, with eight teachers; Prewett's Commercial 
College, enrolling over seventy, with three teachers; 
Jordan's Academy, enrolling over fifty, with two 
teachers; Miss Chinn' s school, enrolling over 
twenty-five, with one teacher, are private white 
schools, while the colored are Prof. Crump's 
school, enrolling over forty, with two teachers, and 
the Presbyterian Academy, enrolling over 140, with 
three teachers. 

The branch Normal school of the State Uni
versity was secured to Pine Bluff largely through 
the efforts of ex-Senator N. T. White. A tract of 
twenty acres in the west part of the city was 
secured, and a fine brick structure, trimmed with 
Alabama granite, was erected in 1882 at a cost of 
$10) 000. It has tour rooms and an assembly hall, 
and all the appurtfC'nances of a first-class school. 
It has been from the first in charge of Pro£. J. O. 
Oorbin, whose thorough comprehension of the 
needs of the colored people for teachers, the object 
for which the institution was founded, has made 

t 
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the school one of the first of the kind in the South, 
and its influence has already been widely felt evpn 
during its brief pxistenr€'. Its final eost was over 
$4:2,000. 

The schools outside of Pine Blaff are all merply 
district schools, and have increased from year to 
year since 1868. '1'he population is so largely 
colored, that they are principally in the hands awl 
are composed of colorerl people. The general 
ignorance of this race in 1868 has made their 
growth in school management, although rapid as 
compared with their own conc1ition. very slow and 
wasteful as compared with white schools generally. 
The fact that many school officers can neither read 
nor wril e has left the reports of the county in a 
lamentable condition until very recently, when 
some improvement has been manifest. 

The total enumeration for the ypar ending 
June 30, 1885, was U,154, while there were 
11,567 in 1Ci88; the white Pll1lmeration in 1885 
was 2,127, to 7,027 colored, while in 1888 the 
white were 2,7;)5, to 8,78:2 colored; the white en
rollmpnt (4,346) and the colored (3,60U) in 1885 
compares enviously with 1,550 white and 5,003 
colored in 18~8; a total of 9,955 in 1885 to 6,553 
in 18S8, which seems tlifficult to account for, 
except by carelessness in reporting by district 
officers; that out of thirty-eight districts in 1885 
four voted the five mill tax, and twenty.nine ant 
of thirty fonr voted it in 1888, shows a remarkable 
development in popular interest; in ] 885 there 
were ninety six teachers reported, of whom sixty
two were males and thirty-four females, while in 
188~ there were reported ninety-five teachers, of 
whom seventy-three were male and only four 
female, a remarkable chauge as far as the sex of 
teachers is concerned; in 1885, the monthly wages 
ranged from $B5 to $()O, while in 1888 none were 
above $4-7.50; there were thirty. one 8('hool houses 

one brick and thirty wood in 18~5, to thirty
four in 1888, 80me of logs; but two grounds were 
inclosed in 1885, to eleven in 1888; the pl'Operty, 
valued in ]885 at $21,G97, was increaseu in 18~g 
to $32.220; the amount expended in ] S85 was but 

j $$:~,-8-t848'O] ~:) ". hil]ec~u8t O$f012·e~e8~tOsj which aggrtegated 
• -±', .1)-> In o"),·.).u U. -± waR spen, over 
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three times as much as in the former year, and by far 
the most of it was paid to teachers; this Hhows that 
the grade of teachers is rapidly improving. No 
institutes have been reported, and improvement in 
the grading of schools has not been very marked. 
A very large proportion of the teachers are col 
ored, and the fact of the location of the State 
Colored Normal School in the county has given 
Jefferson County a prestige and opportunity held 
by no other colored county in the State. 

1'here are really three religious periods in the 
history of the county, corresponding to the early 
French settlements, the slave holding period and 
the post bellum period. The first of these was 
Catholic, and the earliest church in the county in 
the first years of this century was St. Mary's. on 
the plantation afterward owned by J ndge James 
Scull. St. Mary's Convent was contemporary with 
it there, and under the conduct of the Sisters of 
Charity, became one of the most famous schools of 
the Southwest, where some ladies of the present 
leading families were educated. The church was 
removed to Pine Bluff several year'S before the war, 
and will be mentioned farther on. 

The ante bellum period was characterized by 
white congregation"! of the :Methodist, the Episco 
pal, the Catholic, the Presbyterian (0. S.), the 
Baptist and the Jewish societies. The Catholic had 
been here first; the Methodists had itinerants here 
as early as 11319. according to best authority, but 
not very regularly until about 1830; the Episcopal 
society came in next in ] ~08; the Baptists came in 
probaLly next, and were well organized by 1854; 
the Presbyterians became a fixture in 1838, the 
same year that the Jews began to make efforts to 
get a footing, although the latter did not organize 
until 1866. 

The post bellum period is marked by the organ
ization of colored churches, and their marvelous 
growth. They are confined to the Missionary 
Baptist, the African Methodist Episcopal Church 
and the Methodist Episcopal Church denomina
tions, which sprung up in that chronological mder. 

The Catholic Church seems to have fallen into 
the background in the county by ] 850, when Rev. 
Patrick A. l\fcGowan camE' here. for there was no 
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church at that time in the whole county. In 1&51 
Father l\lcGowan built St Joseph's Ohurch at Pine 
Bluff, and in the year following erected one at 
Plum Bayou. In 1835 and 1856 he built those at 
New Gascony and Noble Lake, called respectively 
St. Peter's and t;t. Paul' H. St. Mary's was also 
rejuvenated. St. Peter's and St. Paul's each 
numbered about 500 and 200 respectively before 
the war, but the latter has since disappeared, and 
St. Peter's has fallen off very much. St. Joseph' B 

has increased greatly, though the whole number in 
the county is probably not more than at the begin
ning of the war. The figures above include white 
and colored. St. Joseph' 8 old building was 
removed and in its place was erected the present 
fine church and convent in Ib67. Among the 
priests who have succeeded Father McGowan are 
Fathers Behan, Donovan, Olark, Ryan, Duggin 
and others. The present pastor, Rev. J. M. 
Lucey, took charge in 1873, and his progressive 
ideas have raised the church to an advanced p0si 
tion. The new industrial school now agitating is 
due to his initiatory steps. 

The Methodist Ohurch had itinerants here as 
early as 1819, and from the earliest membership 
this region was, down to 1804:, in Arkansas Confer 
ence, but in that year Little Rock Coniel'ence was 
organized and has since covered the white mem
bership south of the river. The first "circuit 
Tider " began regularly in the new town of Pine 
Bluff in 1880. This was Rev, John A. Henly. 
From that time on the growth was continuous, and 
in the great separation of 1847 all in J effel'son 
County wel'e of the Southern branch. The col
ored people attended the white churches, and 
sometime'3 had services alone, although there was 
no organization. These churches increased stead 
ily until now there are about fifteen churches in 
the county, with a membership of not far from 76G. 
These are in various circuits: Pine Bluff circuit 
has the Main Street and Lake Side churches, with 
memberships, respectively, of 300 and 50, and with 
buildings valued at $20,000 anll $5,000, respect 
ively; Toledo circuit has Ooncord and Double 
,,yells churches, with property valued at $1,000, 

~.-: a membership of abont seventy-five; Auburn 
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circuit includes Hawley's Ohapel and Salem, with 
some property and a membership of about fifty; 
Pastoria circuit has Flat Bayou, Raineyville, Pas
toria and J oneR Chapel in it, with some 150 mem 
bel'S anll about $5,000 in property; in Redfield 
circuit are Macon, Goodfaith, Hensley, Redfield 
and Red Bluff, with about ]40 members and $2,000 
in buildings. Pine Bluff and Pastoria have par
sonages, the former valued at $2,500 and the latter 
at $750. The ministers are Revs. T. H. Ware, 
Horace Jewell, 'V. H. Browning, O. B. Brinkley 
and Josephus Loring, at Pine Bluff; Rev. ,Yilson, 
at Macon; Rev. J. F. Shaw, at Grady, and Rev. 
'Y. I. Rogers, at Pastoria. At Pine Bluff, Rev. 
Henly was succeeded, on the circuit including 
Little Rock, Pine Bluff and Arkansas Post, by 
Revs. Mahlon Bewley, VV. A. Boyce, Fountain 
Brown and James ESS8X. About 1837 Rev. W ill
iam P. Ratcliffe began, and soon the first church 
was erected in Pine Bluff, and used until 1857, 
when another church was built, the one recently 
standing at the crossing of the "Valley Ronte" 
Railway and Main Street; this cost $4,500. Revs. 
J ames Ouster, R. M. Cole, James Graham, Stephen 
Oarlisle, David Orawford, Mason B. Lowry, 
Nathan Taylor, Gideon W. Oottingham, and Am 
brose M. Barrington covered the time until 1848, 
when Pine Bluff became a station. Rev. Barring 
ton until 1851, Revs. Lewis S. Marshall (1851 52), 
,Yilliam T. Anderson (1853-57), James M. Good
win (1858), P. O. Harris (1859), John M. Bradley 
(18()0), Columbus O. Steel (1861), Oadesman Pope 
(1862 66), James M. Pirtle (1867), 'V. O. Hearn 
(1 '368-70), Henry B. Frazee (1871), Horace Jewell 
(1872 75), Charles F. Evans (1876 78), W. H. 
Browning (1879 84-), E. M. Pitkin (1885). John 
F. Oarr (1886 88), and Horace Jewell have been 
the pastors since. The present beautiful brick 
church recently built is the finest in the city. This 
is the only del1omination of white Methodists in 
the county. 

The Episcopal Ohurch is confined to Pine Bluff, 
Rev. ,~'illialll Mitchell, M. D., located at this place 
about 183~, under the direction of the Rt. Rev. 

Dr. Oatey. but he seems to have made no organi t 
zation. During his two years' stay he solemnized 
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the romantic marriage of Judge J. "V. Bocage and 
Miss Frances Irene Lindsay, to attend which the 
gallant judge swam the river. Then>; seelll" to bave 
been nothing but occasional visiting missionaries 
down to 1860, of whom were Revs. ",Y. C. Stout 
and Bishops Oatey, Polk and Freeman. In 1bHO, 
when the diocese embraced Arkansaf3 and Indian 
Territory, the Bishop, Henry C. Clay, D. D., se 

cured the services of Rev. Robert W. Trimble for 
Pine Bluff, and the first services were beld in the 
old brick Baptist Church since a machine shop 
on Barraque street. Rev. Trimble organized the 
church under the name St. John's. As the war 
opened, about $4,000 was secured for a building, 
but the rector and many members joined the First 
Arkansas Regiment, the former ab chaplain. He 
soon returned and reorganized the church~ bow 
ever, and at that time changed the name to Trinity 
Church. From the battle of Pine Bluff until Sep 
tember, 1865, Dr. Trimble lived in Swan Lake, 
but during the latter month returned and re 
organized in a private parlor. Subscriptions were 
again renewed, both here and in the East, by Dr. 
Trimble, and soon $4,000 was raised. Although 
the corner stone was laid in November, lS6(), the 
beautifu1 strncture was not completed until Christ
mas, 1870, at a total cost of $] 8, 000. After a 
long' and active work, in which he baptized over 
800 people, the venerable rector' 8 failing health 
led to his resignation in August, 1881, and April 
17,1882, he passed away. In 1883 he was suc
ceeded by the present rector, Rev. I. O. Adams. 
Since that date the membership has increased, and 
mission senices have been opened at Altheimer 
and New Gascony. There have also been added 
about $2,000 in improvements to buildings, and a 
pipe organ purchased at a cost of $2,200. 

The Baptist Church for white people has two 
branches in the county the Primitive and the 
Missionary. Both came in at an early date, but 
it is not known which was first, probability point
ing, however, to the Primitive, who have but few 
members, and but one or two congregations each 
of colored and white. Bethlehem Church is the 

white church in the county, about twelveonly 
miles west of Pine Bluff. New Hope Association 

covers it, and was organized in 1 S35. The Regu
lar or Missionary Baptists are confined to Pine 
Bluff, the white branch belonging to the Friend
ship Association, which was organized in 1872. 
Pine Bluff Church was first organized in abo1;lt 
1R~-t hy members and friends of the society, among 
the latter of whom Col. ,r. P. Grace was very 
active. Their church was scarcely built when it 
was destroyed by a snppof3ed incendiary fire. In 
18;)7 a brick chnrch was erected on Barraque ::,treet, 
and afterward became a machine shop. Th(3 pres
ent frame structure was erected in 1870 on Sixth 
Avenue, and has recently been improved to the 
value of $1,000, while a $2,000 parsonage has been 
attached. Rev. Lee was pastor from 1854 until 
the outbreak of the war, after' which date the 
chureD, notwithstanding repeated efforts, remained 
disorganized until 1876. Rev. L. Quinn assumed 
pastoral cbarge the following year, and remained 
until be was succeeded by Rev. \V. vL Tinker, of 
Kentucky, who continued but a year and left in 
1881. Two years later, after supplies had served 
intermittently, Rev. A. J. Fawcett began a five
year pastorate, and was succeeded at the close by 
Rev. G. S. Kennard for 1888. Since that date 
Rev. W. U. Gollien has been in charge, and the 
membership has risen to about 140 persons. 

The Presbyterian Church, of what is called in 
the South the Old Scbool, bf'gan with Pine Bluff, 
and has not secured a footing in the county out 
side of that except a colored mission. This church 
gives the presbytery its name. On May 15, 1858, 
Rev. John J. Boozer, of South Carolina, formed 
the society at PinE' Bluff, and continued with it as 
pastor until his death in 1864. No minister was 
then spcured untjI Octob81', 1866, whpn Rev. E. 
l\IcNair, of North Carolina, entered upon his duties. 
Dr. l\fc~air was an able man, and at the close of his 
pastorate, January 1, 1879, Rev. ",Yilliam Dabney 
succeeded him, but only remained until 1881, on 
account of railing health. In April of that year 
Rev. J. A. Dickson, of Millersburg, Ky., was 
called to tbis pulpit, and in September assumed 
its offices, which he has ably filled ever Hinee. The 
chtlTch building is a large frame erected in 1830 GO, 
ana the congregation has increased remarkably, 
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reaching above 300. Their choir is one of the best 
in the city. They have also a colored mission. 

The Hebrew Church began the congregation, 
Ansbe Emeth, at Pine Bluff, with the location of 
Rabbi Aaron Reinach, the same year that tlw Pres
byterians formed (lh58), hut no organization was 
effected until 1huG. The few J eWB in the city 
succeeded in building a synagogue during the fol 
lowing year, and with the improvement:.; since 
made, the edifice, surmounted with oriental min 
arets, reaches a total cost of $20,500. The fil'st 
rabbi regularly employed after the organization 
was Rev. J. Blocb, who took charge of the congre 
gation in 1868, and four years later was succeeded 
by Rev. M. Fleugel, of Quincy, IlL Rev. ~I. 

Greenblatt, of Shrevepmt, La., followed him in 
1876, and his successol'l'l have been Dr. Ruben 
stein, and Dr. Baker, the present rabbi. The par
sonage was erected in 1878, and the society, under 
the successive presidencies of Messrs. D. Asch 
afienburg, G. Meyer, Jacob Bloom, Sr., Joseph 
Altheimer and Oharles ''''Ail, has pro'3pered, and 
now numbers forty-eight male members. Their 
choir is one of the best in thf> State. 

The colored churches have sprung up since the 
war wlth a rapIdity almost tropical in its lux 
uriance. The denominations represented are the 
Missionary Baptists, Primitive Baptists, African 
Methodist Episcopal Church, Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and Colored Methodist Episcopal Church in 
America. The Baptists are offshoots of the white 
churches, the African is an independently formed 
body, while the last two were divisions of the 
Northern and Southern branches of Methodists, 
respectively. The :Metbodist divisions were made 
more recently than the Baptists. 

The Missionary Baptist Ohurches (colored) of 
the county have sprung up from time to time, 
ever since the first independent organization in 
IS69, and even before the war services were held 
regularly, though unorganized. 'What was known 
as 1\IcGuire's church, at Pine Bluff, has been in ex 
istence since before the war. The churches of the 
county belong to St. Marion Baptist Association, 
which was organized in 1868, and of which Hev. 
George Robinson, of Pine Bluff, is an aged and well 

lmoWll modelator. They have over fifteen churches 
in the county, with a membership of probably 
2,700. The largest churches are St. Paul' 8, Tay
lor's Chapel. Auburn, Cherry Hill, Hurricane and 
Lake Hide. Their propEn-ty is estimated at $11,000. 
The first church organize<l was St. Paul' 8, at Pine 
Bluff, in Ib()\}, now the largest in the county. 

The African Methodist Epi~c{)pal Churches of 
the county were first begnn at the time that hody 
organized, and are now a part of South Arlmnsas 
Conference, which was organized in 1~75, and of 
Pine Bluff district, which embraces twelve circuits, 
with a membership ')f over 1,000, and with pro 
perty valued at about $15,000. ThE' largest cir
cuits are Swan Lake, Round Lake and Bartholo 
mew, while Pine Bluff station is the most extensive. 

The Methodist Episcopal Churches (colored) 
are of thE' Northern branch, and separatE'd from 
the African Methodist Epi<::copal Ohurch. Those 
in Jefferson Oounty belong to Little Rock Confer 
ence, which was organized in 18/0, and only in 
eludes about a half dozen appointmE'nts in the 
county, of which Pine Bluff is the largest, with a 
membership of lefls than 200, and a brick church 
valued at $4-,000. 

The Oolored Methodist Episcopal Church in 
America is a recent sf>paration of the colorE'd mem
bers of the Southern branch of the Methodist 
Church from that body. Oomparatively little has 
been donE' so far. 

The Young Men's Ohristian Association of Pine 
Bluff was orgallized in 1CS8U, and now have a nne 
hall in COLU'se of erection, which will be equal to 
any in the StatE', and is the gift of 1\11'. Joseph 
Merrill. 

Other religions and moral illovernelits have been 
much the same here as elsewhere. 

The first offiecrs of thifl county serving from 
1830 to Its:)2 were \V. P. Hackett, judge; J. T. 
Pullen, clerk; Creed Taylor, sheriff; Peter Ger
man. coroner; and N. Holland, surveyor. The 
following include all county officers from date of 
organization, with terms of service: 

Judgefl: W. P. Hackett, 1830 :32; Samuel C. 
Roane, 1832 33; Oreed Taylor, 183~i 33; H. Brad 
ford, 1835-36; Creed Taylor. 183G 38; W. H. 

f'" 
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Lindsay, 1838-40; -William Phillips. 1840-46; J. 
W. Bocage, 1846 48; James SculL ]84:8 52; M. 
C. Hudson, 1852-54; N. D. Engliflb. 183-1 DO; A. 
J. Stephens, 1856-58; Z. 'Wells, 1858-00; I. Hol
comb, 1860-62; Z. ,Yells, ] 802-64; L. S. Reeu, 
1864-06; D. W. Carroll, 181313 08; D. Cunning
ham, 1868 72, with J. 1\1. C. Barton, judge of rrim 
inal court; C. H. Rice, 187-1 713; Frank Silverman. 
1876 78; ,Yo D. Johnson. 1878 8-1; G. ,V. Prig. 
more, 1884 86; J. W. Owens, ] S86 to present. 

Clerks: J. T. Pullen. 1830 38; E. H. Roane, 
1838 42; R. ,Yo ,Valker, 184:2 4:4; T. S. James, 
18..1::4 50; D. B. McLaughlin. 1850-58; John De
Baun, 1858 64; D. C. -White. 1864-013; 'Y. P. 
Stephens, ]866 68; D. C. ,Yhite, 18138 72; R. H. 
Stanford. 1872-74; R. A. Dawson, 1874-76; Paul 
Jacko, 1876-78; A. Niven, 1878 84; N. 'r. Roberts, 
1884: to present. The circuit clerks have been: G. 
W. Prigmore, 1868 80; A. S. Moon. ]880-82, and 
F. Havis, 1882 to the present. 

Sheriffs: Creed Taylor, 1830-32; \Y illiam Kin
kead, 1832 35; S. Dardenne, 1835 40; J. J. Ham
mett, 1840-52; P. F. MOl·ton, 1852-513; J. G. 
,Yhite, 1856 58; M. E. Hudson, ]858 60; A. F. 
Kendall, 1860 64; C. lH. Bagg, 1864 68; J. F. 
Vaughan, 1868-76; J. M. Clayton, 1876 86; G. 
W. Prigmore, 1886-88; Frank Silverman, 1888. 
present incumbent. 

Treasurers Samuel Taylor. 1836 48; William 
-Wright, 1848 58; B. F. Ingram, 1858 62; P. G. 
Henry, 1862 64; J. H. Hawley, 1864 613; B. F. 
Hancock, 1866 68; H. H. Kenyon, 1868 76; A. S. 
Moon, 1876 78; H. A. McCoy, 1878-82; O. P. 
Snyder, 1882 November 29, 1882; J. B. Truelock, 
November 29, 1882, to December 23, 1882; R. G. 
Austin, 1882 84; J. C. Battles, 18b4 86; T. 1\1. 
Phillips. 1886 S8; C. H. Triplett, 1888 to the 
present time. 

Coroners: Peter German, 1830 ::12; 
1832 33; Thomas O'Neal, 1833 36; J. H. Cald 
well, 1836 38; 'rhomas O'NeaL 1838 40; J. Lin 
berner, 1840-42; J. Brump, 1842-44; 1\1. C. ,Yooel 
worth, 1844-46; Martin Snyder, ]846 48; G. H. 
Walker, 1848 50; A. C. Randolph, 1850 54; T. 
C. Johnson. 1854 56; A. C. Randolph, 1856 58; 
\Yiley Clayton. 1858 66; J.1\1. Mitchell, 1866-68; 

E. E. Forbish, 1868 72; Ed. Price. 1872-713; J. 
T. Murray. 1876 78; L. Shields, 187S 8~; L. B. 
BO"iton, 1882-8G; 1\1. C. Eo) d, 1886 ~8; L. B. 
Boston, 1888 to present. 

Surveyors: N. Holland, 18:30-33; H. Edding
ton, 18B3 36; Thomas O'Neal, ]8:313-38; J. B. 
Outlaw, 1838 42; R. E. C. Daughedy, 1842 ..W; 
J. Brump, 18-1-6 50; T. J. Ingraham, ]530-52; P. 
Simpson, ] 832-58; J. Brump. 1838 G2 ; John J. 
:L\Iartin, 1862 G4; H. Seckendoff, 1&64 60 ; John 
J. Martin, 18G6 to present. 

Assessors: A. E. Beardsley, 1868 72; F. 
Havifl, 1872 74; John Ellis, 1874 76; R. Motley, 
18713 78; D. F. Ragan, 1878 80; T. 1\1. Phillips, 
1880 82; 1\1. Curry, 1882-84; T. B. Blackwell, 
1584 813; B. E. Benton, 1886 S8; T. B. Blackwell, 
1888 to present. 

Councilmen and Senators: \Y. P. Hackett in 
1831; J. H. Caldwell in 18:33 i not known in 1833; 
S_ C. Roane in 1838 (Senate); J. Smith in second 
session of same year, and also in 1840; J. Yell in 
1842 4:3, and 1844 43; R. C. Byrd in 1846, and 
in 18-18 40; N. B. Burrow in 1851 and 185:3; A. 
H. Ferguson in 1835 and 1837; Thomas Fletcher 
in 1859, the special sessions of 18130 131, and in 
1862 when he was president and acting Governor; 
I. C. Mills in 1864 05; Thomas Fletcher in 1864 
in the Confederate legislature at 'Nashington, Ark., 
of which he was also president; \Y. 1\1. Galloway 
in 1867; S. W. 1\lallory anu O. P. Snyder in 
18138 139, and in 1871; J. M. Clayton and R. A. 
Dawson in 1873 and in th8 Gov. Baxter ses 
sion of 1874; George Haycock in 1874. 75, and in 
1877; H. King ,Yhite in 1879; N. T. ,Vhite in 
1881 and ]883; J. M. Hudson in 1855 and 1887; 
J. ,V. Crawford in ] 889. 

Representatives: N. Holland in 1831; 1. Bogy 
in 1833; not known in 1835; ,y. Phillips in 1888; 
not known in 1838; M. W. Dorris in 1840 ; John 
S. Roane in 1842 -:i3; M. "V. Dorris in 1844 45; 
Jordan N. Embree in 1r.,46; Ambrose Hudgens in 
1848 49; T. S. James in 1851; A. D. Horsley in 
]85:3; George C. Tuley in 1CS55; Thomas F. James 
in 1857; JOl'dau N. Embree in 18;)9; F. F. Yell 
and James A. Hudson in the sessions of 1860 61; 
'V. ,rilliams and N. B. Euglish in ]86~; H. B. 
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Allis (speaker) and D. C. Hardeman in 18u4: and 
1865; \V. Williams and \tV. H. Connelly in the Con

federate legiRlature; Reed Fletcher and '''itt 'Yill 
iamson, Jr., in 1857; P. Mosely, H. St. John, J. 
:lH. Gray, J. J. 'Yilliams, G. vY. DaviA, and \Yill 
iam rr. JHorrow. for ,Jefferson. and BradlE'Y, in 180g; 
\Vil1iam Yonng, G. '''. PrigmorE', J. IH. Clayton, 
R. S. Parker, E. G. Hale and Carl Pope, for J effer
son, Bradley and Grant, in 1571; A. E. Beardsley, 
A. J. "'heat, \Y. Murphy, Ferd Havis. V. 1\1. 
Gehee and J. M. Merrett, for Jefferson and three 
other counties, in 1873; B. McGuir8, O. C. John 
son, \Y. W. Hughey, and A. J. Wheat, for J effer
son and three other counties, in Ib74; L.B. Boston, 
L. J. Maxwell and Ned Hill in 1874 7G; C. H. 
Rice, Anderson Ebberson and \Villiam Mm'phy in 
1877; J. A. Hudson, R. A. Dawson and W. C. 
Payne in 1b79; Carl Polk, vV. C. Payne and A. 
Ebberson in 1881; B. 'YaterhousE', \Y. H. Young 
and R. Sherrill in 1883 j W. B. Jacko, Ed. GlovE'r 
and S. H. Scott in 18S5; Ed. Jefferson, H. B. 
Burton and \V. B. Jacko in 1887; S. S. Wool 
fork, Ed. Jefferson, S. \V. Dawson in 1889. 

Constitutional Delegates: Samuel C. Roane in 
183uj J. Yell and W. P. Grace in 1861; H. B. 
Allis, Peter Finnerty and Thomas W. Clegg, Jr., 
in 1854; S. \Y. Mallory, O. P. Snyder, ,James M. 
Gray and William :i\lurphy in 1 b08; and J. A. 
\Vilbams, 'Y. Murphy and Cyrus Berry in 1874. 

Robert R. Adams has been intimately and prom· 
inently identified with the interests of J effer
son County for a pE'riod of time sufficiently long to 
have acquired extensive acquaiutance. He is a 
native of rrwiggs County, Ga.. being a son of 
Donald Adams, who was born in South Carolina, 
November 2;3, 1801, but who removed to Georgia 
in 182-!, where he manied ~iiss Elizabeth Ellis. 
The latter first saw the light of day in Georgia in 
1807, and there Robert was Lorn February 20, 
18-!2. ~Irs. Adams died in her native State in 
Ih83, Ler husband having preceded her about 
three years. In this family were nine chiluren, 
fonr of whom are now living. Young Hobert 
received his education in private schools, anu onj 
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the bn~aking out of the war entereu the army in 
18()1. under Col. Anderson, in Company R, 
Eleventh Georgia Regiment. He participated in 
thp battles of 8econd l\1ana~sas, Thoronghfare 
Gap, Uif'hmond, Yorktown, and sE'vE'ral others, 
being fillally hOllorably discharged, and he has 
now ill his possession his discbargp and furlough 
papers and llnmerous others, mementoes of an 
experience severe but honorable. In 1875 he 
came to Little Rock, where he became engaged as 
a planter. His possession") have increased most 
perceptibly, until, besides owning valuable prop
erty in Hutchinson, Ras., he has about 700 acres 
in Jefferson Connty, Ark., in cotton and corn. He 
is a Mason in good standing, and abo belongs to 
the American Lpgion of Honor and Royal Arcanum. 
He is a Democrat, and a man of great public 
enterprise, keeping thoroughly apace with the 
progress of the day. Since 1gi9 he has kept a 
diary of passing events, in which he takes great 
pride. October 8, 1863, Mr. Adams manipd Miss 
Rebecca Perry, of Haynesville, Houston County, 
Ga. They have two children, Virginia E. (born 
October L 18(4) and 'Mattie Joe (born April 3. 
186G). 

Rev. I. O. Adams, rector of the Episcopal 
Church at Pine Bluff, and a man whose chalacter 
and influence are above cl'iticism, is a native of 
Alabama, having been born in Mobile in 1852. 
J ames I. Adams, his father, was of Richmond, 
Va., nativity, and a merchant in Mobile. who died 
at the age of thirty five in 18GG. 1'h8 latter's 
wife was Henrietta C. Bicklpy, of Mobile, Ala., 
daughter of Dr. ,Yalter O. Bickley. a man of 
some prominence in that State. Samuel J. Adams, 
grandfather of the subject of this sketch, of Eng 
land, married a daughter of Judge Innes. of 
Frankfort, Ky., whose family were widely known 
and influential in Scotland; they were eady settlerEl 
in this couutry, and served in the Revolutionary 
\V' ar. J ames I. Adams was the you ngest of a 
family of seven children, and was reared in Vir
ginia till the age of seventeen, when he went to 
Alabama. His son, 1. 0., grew to manhood in 
that State, and there attended school. He took a 

literary course at the University 01 the south~~ 
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Sewanee, Tenn.. graduating in ] 5/;3. after whieh 
be studied theology, and in ] 873 was ordained, in 
1878 taking priest orders. In] S':3:3 he came to 
Arkansas, and for thrf'e years was rector of St. 
John's Church at Camden. He then came to Piue 
Bluff, and has ~ince been in charge at Trinity 
Church. He has been called upon to act in vari
ous ollicial capacities. havillg served as a dplegate 
to the general convention six years, trustee of the 
University of the South six years. and president of 
the standing committee of the diocese of Arkansas 
six years, which office be still holds. The first 
four years of his ministry were pa:-,sed in Texas, at 
Matagorda, where May 3, 1878, he was married to 
1\1iss Annie Barbour, wilo was born in 185/, and 
the daughter of ,\Yilliam D. and 1\1ary E. (,\Yilliams) 
Barbour. 1\11'. Barbour serveJ in the 1\1exican 
"Val', edited a paper in Kentucky for seveml years, 
and finally moved to Texas. where he lived till his 
death, having held the offices of assessor and col
lector. He was a lawyer by profession. Mrs. 
Adams' mother died IV hen she was born. To OUI' 

subject and wife have b(':en horn Harry Thornton, 
JUay Brunson. Ethel Barbour, James Innes (de 
ceased), and Mary Evel~ n (deceased). 1\1rs. Adams 
is an active worker in the church. (lUU a sub~tan 
tial and worthy aid to her Im...band ill his efforts. 
1\1r. Adams is a member of the A. F. & A. M .. 
having taken all the degree~'; is a Royal Arch 
Th1ason, a Knight Templar, and High Prie:-,t and 
Prophet of the 1\1ystic Shrine, a member of the 
I. O. O. F., anu secrE·tarr of the Roral Arcanum. 
belonging also to tile Legion of Honor awl the 
Knights of Honor. He is 'well known, and with 
his family enjoys universal refpect and esteem. 

Altheimer Bros. are memuers of one of thf' aIel 
est and most influential business houses in Pine 
Bluff. The firm is composed of J ofJeph, born in 
1842. and Louis, born in 1S-4:7. at Eberstadt, 
near Darmstadt, South Gpl'lnany, who were the 
Rons of Benjamin and Mina Altheimer, natives of 
the same country. Louis left home in his boyhood 
and came to America, spttling in the far 'Vest, an,1 
Joseph followed three years later. In] 8G1:5 they 
both left the westel'n country, and Fettled in Pine 
Bluff, where they foundecl the mercantile house of 
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Altheimer BIOS., which is now the oldest firm llII 

del' the name in the city. Pine Bluff. as well as 
the whole of Jefferson County. at that time was 
knowll only to tile outbide world as thp backwoods. 
but tile brothers being far-sighted men, and having 
the fullef>t confidence in its future prosperity, in 
veste<l every dollar in real estate and plantation 
landR. They opened up the land out of the forests, 
cut immenHe ditches to drain the water off, anu 
converteu many swamps into prouuctive and bloom 
ing farms. contributing alike to their own wealth 
and to the value of the surrounding country. They 
are also thE' founders of the young and growing 
town of Altheimer, which the St. Louis, Arkansas 
6:, Texas Railroad named in their honor. This 
town is situated eleven miles northeast of Pine 
Bluff. locateu in the heart of the mo..,t fertile land 
in Arkansas. and whenever the country tributary 
to Altheimer becomes more open and f>ettled, its 
future is assured, as it is on the main line of the 
Cotton Belt, and is also the terminal point of 
the Little Rock & Eastern Railroad. The build 
ing of tbis branch road is due to the efforts of 
Messrs. Altheimer Bros.. who not only called it 
into life, but contributed very liberally to its can 
struction. They erected a uepot and donated all 
necessary grounds for side tracks, and also re
served ten miles of right of way free of charge to 
tile company. The first house in Altheimer ,vas 
built in the fall of 1 S85. Some years after be 
coming established in Pine Bluff, J osepb Altheimer 
retmne(l to Germany on a visit, and while there 
was married to :lHiss 1\Iatilda J osaphat, by whom 
he bas had two children,Benjamin J. (born in 18/7), 
and a daughter named Hennie (born in 1880). 
Louis also went to Germany, and while in Frank
fort on the 1\1ain was manied to 1\1i 5S Inlia Snss 
holz, to which union were born IT}) sses (in 1869), 
Maurice (in 181'2), Fennie (in 11:51'4). Blanche (in 
1876), Beno (in 1878), Isaac (in 1S~O) and Hal' 
tense in 18S3. Both of the brothers are among 
the leading men in commercial circles, and held in 
high esteem by the entire community. 1\Ir. Louis 
Altheimer was nominated by the Repnblican party 
in 1'3t56 as trea:-,urel' of the ~tate. but was defeated 
by his Democrat opponent, 1\11'. 'Villiam 'Yoodruff. 
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\V. D. Antbony, mercbant at Humphrey, Ark., 
has been long [mel favorahly identifieu with the 
social and business life of J f>fferson County, and 
is one of its mo~t enterprising citizens. Asille 
from his mercantile pnrsuits, at which he has llPt'n 
very successful, he is the owner of about I, n()n 
acres of land, \\ ith twenty acres UlHtpr cultiva 
"lion. He was born in St. Charle,,> County, 1\10.. 
on January fi, 1'-1;15, and is the SOil of P. L 
Anthony, whoSf> birth occurred ill Riehmonll, Va., 
ill 1510. His father was euucateel in his native 
State. and in 1832 moved to :Missouri, where he 
met anel married Miss Ollve Boone the same year. 
She was a Kentuckian by birth. ana her marriage 
resulted in the bil'th of three ('hildl'en, two :"( ns 
and OIlt' daughter, W. D. Anthony being the onl~T 
one now Ii ving. The father followed farming, and 
in connection kept hotel, running the Anthony 
Hotel (from whom it took its name) at Little Rock 
for somp years.' He die<l at Lonohe, Ark., in 
1879. VY. D. Anthony was educated near Browns 
ville, Tenn., and was there wedded to 1\1iss Eliza 
beth Crist, a native of North Carolina, anu the 
daughter of Rudolph and Miramta Crist. To Mr. 
and 1\ll's. Antbony were born three children, one 
SOll and two daugbten;, all living; two residing in 
this county and one in North Carolina. Thf' 
mother of these children died 1\farch ] 3, ] 874, and 
Mr. Anthony took for his second wiff' :l\Iiss Bettie 
J\fontgomery, wbom he ,vedded on 1\1ay 2~, 18<33. 
Her death occurreu on March R, If,8S, and 1\11'. 
Anthony then married Mr"!. l\faggie GrHham, 
June 20, 1888. Sbe was the daughter of Daviu 
and l\lary 'Vood. 1\11'. Anthony kppps a good 
stock of genf'ral merchamlise and La;;., a thriv 
ing trade. Hf' is the postmaster at Humphrey, 
having filled that position for about five yean." 
and also held the position of county f-1Ul veyor 
for about two years of Lonoke COllnty. Ark., 
where he formerly lived. In 1501 he ell1i:-otf'd 
uncleI' Gen. Ben 1\lcCullough. and bis fir~t hard 
fight was at ,rilson's Creek. He was wounded in 
the right breast and was discharged at J ack~on 
port, Ark., in ] S63. After returning home he 
worked on a railroad for some timf', a"> bri(lge car 

D. Aschaffenbnrg. city clerk anu justire of the 
peart', Pille I3lurf, Ark. Tbi~ In'ominent and 
IDuell respected citizpn was born in Albersweil81" 
Rhilw Bavaria, Gf'rmany, 011 September 27, 1831, 
and is one of tw(>lv(' children, nine now living, 
horn to the union of Henry and Nanett (ThIeyer) 
A:.., ch a tl'\-'lllmrg. llatives of Gf'nnany. The fatlwr 
WHS a ,) ewiRh ll1inistt'l' and followed his professional 
unties until his death in 1870. The mother died 
III her native country nine years later. Of their 
nine children now living, three sons and one 
daughter are in America, and two sons and tbree 
danghters are in Germany. D. AschaffenLmrg at
tained his 'growth and receiveu his ellucation in 
the land of his nativity, and when nineteen years 
of age left that country and sailed for America, 
taking passage at the city of Havre. He landed 
in New Orleans, remained there for a short time, 
and in I S32 went to J ack~on, ThIiss., where he was 
engaged in teaching music, but soon after was 
made deputy clerk of the United States circuit 
court. In October, 185-1-, he came to Pine Bluff, 
Ark., remaining there until 185ft, when he went 
to Cincinnati, Ohio, and there kept books for a 
wholesale liquor house until 1860. He again 1'e
tnrned to Arkansas and stopped at Napoleon until 
April, Ib02, after which he came to Pine Bluff 
with the post quartermaster and remained there 
as chief clerk for the quartermaster's depal·tment 
until after the close of the war. For a time after 
the cessation of hostilities he was occupied in mer 
chandising, and this continued until November, 
1800, when he was appointed justice of the peace 
of Jefferson County, having since held the office 
with a bhort intermission. In 1871 he was elected 
city clerk, the dutiE's of "hich position he has con
tinued to discharge. He is also United States 
commissioner for the district of Arkansas, and is 
one of the representative mell of the county. 1\11'. 
ARchaffenburg was marripd in 1'357 to Miss Han
nah Sommers, by whom he ha~ six children: 
Fannie (wife of Emil 1\leyer), Lena (wife of Pbil 
Simmons), Theresa, Rosa, Victor and Harry. 1\11'. 
Aschaffenuurg is a member of the Masonic fra 
ternity, Independent Order of B'nai Brith, and the 

penter. J\lr~. Anthony is a :l\Iethodist. Improved Order of Free Sons of Israel. 
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1\I. A. Austin, attorney at law, and an illf:!nell 
tial and esteemed resiclent of Piup Bluff. is a llative 
of 1\lonroe, N. c., and wac, born August 12, 
1836. He was the ~on of R. G. R. and Nannie 
(Crowell) Au~tin. hoth natives of North Carolina, 
who in 156/ emigrated to Drew Connt), Ark., 
wbere they located and relllaine(l nntil 1~/3, then 
moving to Pine Bluff. The father is still a resi 
dent of that place. He has been a farmer most of 
hi'1 life, ano has been treasnrer of Jefferson Conn 
ty one term. 1\I. A. Anstin was reared in Arkan
sas' part of his time being spent on the farm and 
also in the city. He entered St. John's College 
at Little Rock, and in 1<:S7J, wheu the Brooks Bax 
tel' war broke out he left. and entered Emery and 
Henry Oollege. at Emery, Va., wh€'re he grad 
uated in 18,1'. He then came home and began 
the study of law, nnder Carlton and McCain, and 
v;ras admitted to the hal' in 1~,V. Entering at 
once upon a sncce~sful pradice. he has since 10 
cated in Pine Bluff. becoming well and favorably 
known as a memher of the bar only less than as 
a citizen. 1\Ir. Austin's first partner was A. ,r. 
Boyd. Two years later this relation was dissolved. 
when Mr. Austin pntered into partnership with 'W. 
E. Hemingway. They afterward.:; tooh. in J olllll\1. 
Olayton, who was recently assassinated. and l\Ir. 
Hemingway being elected to the bench, J ndge 
,Villiams entered as a partner, which firm now 
continues under the llame of 1,rilliams & Austin. 
1\11'. Austin was rity attorney for two terms. He is 
also attorne) for the 1\lerchanb ana Planters Banl{; 
the Missouri Pacific Railroad; Piue Bluff, Swan 
Lake & l\Ionroe Railroad; and Pinp Bluff Build 
ing Loan Association. He haR had ::;eyeral oppor 
tunities to hold officp, hut IlpVPl' de~ired to identify 
himself politically with public position. In 1':l'i~ 

he was rnal'l'ied to JHi..,s -:'tlattie Keeler. at Oswego. 
Ras., by whom he ha.s had two children, one 
now liviIlg. named Bettie. 1\1rs. Austin is a ruem 
bel' of the 1\lethodist Episcopal Church. 

Joseph H. BalJ win i~ one of the most prom 
inpnt figures in social amI bU':lillPSS circles in Jef 
ferson County. He 'was born in what was then 
Oass County, Ga., on l\Iay 2o, 1~-i2. and is a 
son of Joseph 1\1:. and Harriet E. (Edmondson) 

Bnlcbyin, of Virginia and Georgia. rec;pectively. 
The fatb('r moved from his native State to Georgia 
when a young man, and was therp marripd, and 
resided for a number of years near Greensboro. 
He afterward moved to what is now Bartow Conn 
ty, in the same State, and from there to Cher 
okee County, Ala., some years later, where he died 
in 1b3:3. The mother is yet living in Floycl Oonn 
ty, Ga., with several of her children, at the age of 
sixty five years. Both parpnts were members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and in 
politics the father was a Democrat. He served 
through the Florida ,"ar again'1t thp Seminole In
dians, and dnring the Mexican '"m' hp volunteered 
and went as far as New Orleans for the p~ll'pose of 
fighting, bnt the war was over, and he was npver 
mn'1tered out. He was a general mechanic and a 
genius at wood carving, being able to take an or
dinary piece of wood and turn ont anything from 
a chicken coop to a steamboat, in proportion to the 
size of the wood. He built several fine ve~sels 

during his life. awl amassed a considerable for 
tune, bnt nnluckily he ventured into steamhoating 
himself, and his wealth was swept away entirely. 
He was also interested in farming to some extent. 
His parents were English people. who settled in 
Yirginia at an early period. Seven children were 
born to their marriage, of whom five are now liv
ing: James 1\I. (a well-known farmer in OhtH'okee 
County, Ala. ). Elizabeth (widow of 'Villi am Miller, 
residing in Floyd County. Ga.), Julia Ann (wife 
of Martin Ingram. of the same county), l\Iary 
0., and Rehecca (wife of Elijah 1\1orris, of Floyd 
Connty, Ga.), and Joseph H. The latter was 
reared and educated in Cherokee County. Ala., 
and left hi~ home in September, IH01, to join the 
Confeuerate army. He enlisted in Company I, of 
the Ninteenth Alabama Infantry, and served until 
May 1G, 1C,6.1. when he was captured and taken 
prisoner at Re"iaca, Ga. Oll April 1J of the 
same year. he was released after a cruel confine 
ment, in which he was allllo~t starved, and was 
forced to enter the Union ranks. Later Oil. his 
company was sent out ,Yest, where they were en 
gaged in fighting the Indians until NovPlllber, 
18GG, when he was mustered out at Fort Leaven 
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worth, Ras. 'While in the Confederate army, he 
took part in a number of battle's, the most import 
ant being at Shiloh, :Missionary Ridge, Rf'saca 
and J\1urfreesboro, being ~eyerely wounded at the 
latter place by a gnn f>hot in the right hip. 1\11'. 
Baldwin served with distinction, both in tb(' Con 
federate and Union armies, alla has the houor of 
knowing that though be wac; pressed into the Union 
service afterwarrl, be nevel' fought again:,t his for 
mer comradt.'s, his dnties being performed on the 
Western plains, During his tprm of imprisonment, 
he was ht'ld at Alton, Ill., and also at Camp 
Douglas, in Chicago. Ill. After the war was 
over be retmned to Alabama, and remained in that 
State until the fall of 1"::l68, when he came to Ar 
kansas anu settleu in Jefferson Oonnty. which he 
has made his home ever since. In 1bo7 he was 
married to :Miss J\1ary 1\1. King, of Oherokee Ooun 
tYl Ala., who was born in 1QJ9, and died on De 
cember 10, 1874. Three children were born to 
this union, of whom two are stilf living: Charles 
'Y. (a farmer in Grant Oounty, Ark), and James 
\V. (wbo resides at homp). The one deceased is 
Cornelia H., who (lied in third year. On June 
17, 1873, he was married to Miss Nancy A. Rick 
etts, a daugllter of Stephen Ricketts, of "Marshall 
County, Ala., wbere bbe was born in ]8-1:7. This 
wife died in .] efferson County, Ark. 1 in 1'1&8, bay 
ing given birth to five chilun-'n, of whom two are 
yet living: Joseph B. ancI Enoch M., both resid 
ing at home. Those dec-eas('u are H eIlry, ,]ac-oh and 
Lewis. March U, 1 '->~-1:, he WH"l marriecl to 1\Irq. 
Anna Rnssf,n, a dangbter of Henhen Short, hi", 
third wife having been borJl ill Mi:,sis':lippi in 1';;):1. 

1\11'. and Mrs. Baldv,'in (Ire hoth member8 of tbe 
J\1ethoclist Epi~copal Church, South, and the for 
mer is a trustee of Bethlehem eburch. He bas 
been a Mason for a number of years, and is one of 
the mObt prominent politic-ians in that section, giv
ing bis support to the Democratic party. 

J obn M. Barrett, one of the most prominent 
merchants in Jefferson Connty, located at Sher 
rill Station, ,vas born on the farm where he is at 
prpsellt resiJing on the 12th of June, ] 830, and is 
a ~on of '''i11iam C. and Ara Sapbronia (Harris) 
Barrett, native!"> of 1\1isf>issippi aDd Al'kan;-,as, Ie 
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spectively. Tbe fatllPr emIle from his IIative Siatp 
to Arlnmqas when tbe country around Jefferson 
COUllty was olle unbroken forest and its only in
habitants s<1Vage hPHsts, and for several years after 
local ing here he wac, able to shoot game from the 
door of his bonse. Hp was a farmer all his life, 
and n prominent 1\lnson, Hntl became very SUCCf'FS 

fnl later Oil wben the country was more thickl) 
settlf-'il, owning before the war ahont SOO aCrE'S 
of very fertile land and thirty fi ve slayes. Hi~ 

pos~eF~ions were almost entirely swept away dur
ing the war, and his family had to again commence 
the bitter struggle against misfortune. His death 
occurred in 1853, and after his decease the mother 
was married to Dr. ~herri11, a noteu physician of 
Jefferson County. The elder Barrett and his wife 
were the parents of two children, John M. aIlll 
Elizabeth, the latter dying in 1S36 when quite 
young. John M. l'eceived a liberal education at 
,Tackson, rrenn., and in Jefferson County. Upon 
reacbing his maturity he commenced farming for 
himself, and for three years contimwd in that call
ing without any apparent sucress, owing to his in 
experience, but at tbe end of that time fortune 
flmilec1 upon Lim in a bright lllanner and success 
began to attend his efforts. He now owns some 
noo acres of valuable land, and Sherrill Station is 
bituateu. upon IJart of it, he donating the right of 
way. 1\11'. Barrett has also embarked in general 
merchandising at Sherrill Station, meeting with 
fair success ill that business. On February 18, 
1.:.s~ 1, he was marripd to Miss Ada E. Quattlebaum, 
of South Carolina, by whom he had three children, 
Henry R. , John M. and Eugene O. J\1rs. Bal' 
rett is an earneRt Ohristian worker and a member of 
tbe Methodist Epi:,-copal Ohurch, South. Mr. 
Barrett is a conservative Democrat in politics and 
a valuable any to tbat party. Hi", interest is deeply 
centerec1 in euucational matters, and it is one of his 
greatest pleasures to give his af->sistance to any 
enterprise for the promotion of schools. His 
efforts towarus advancing the industries and agri 
cultural interests of J efl'erson Oounty have won the 
approval and admiration of his fellow citizens, and 
he is held in high respect by the entire community. 

'William J. Bayliss, ODe of thE' best known of 
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t he pioneer citizens of J eff8rRon (Jounty, was 
born near his present re'lidellCe January 0, 1Ij-l--l-, 
and is a son of -William J. anrl Annie E. (\Vat 
ers) Bayliss, of Tennessee, the father dying in 
that county in the same year of hi'" son's birth, at 
the age of thirty five years. rrhe parents w~re 
marriell in Tennessee and moved to Arkansas when 
the latter State was still a Territory, awl inhabited 
Ly the Indians and a few Frellch settlers. The 
elder Bayliss was a farmer and cultivated the land 
until his death in 1S44. His widow was aftel'ward 
married to 1\11'. Hobert Alcoin, a farmer, who died 
in 1861. The lady i"l still living, and is a devout 
member of the Methodist Epi~copal Church, South. 
Nine children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Bay 
liss, of whom five are now alive: Sallie (wife of 
Capt. Sam. Lindsay, a prominent merchant of J ef
ferson County), Anna (widow of l\10ses Emery), 
Loni:"a (wife of Mr. Hawkins, all enterprising 
merchant at Dardanelle), James E. (a well known 
farmer and mel'chant in Lonoke County). and 
,Yilliam J. (the latter the youngest of the family). 
,Yilliam wa'3 educated in thE' schools of his nati\ e 
county, and had scarcely fini~h('el his studies when 
he sboultiered a gun and marched in the Con
federate ranks to war. He enlisted in Capt. 
Davis' company of cavalry, in Col. Monroe' 5 
regiment, serving until his discharge in ] 8G3 on 
account of di"lability. On his return home he 
found that it would be unsafe to remain, and he 
again joined the Confeelerato service. becoming a 
member of Capt. Greenfield's company, and served 
with distinction until Lee>' s SUlTf'nder. Mr. Bay 
liss was never wouneled in battle, bui has had some 
narrow escapes from death. At one timp a bullet 
passed through his canteen, and on another occasion 
his horse was f>hot from under him. After the 
war was over he found that he had been Rtripped 
of everything be possessed anel was without a dol 
lar in the world. However, he went to work with 
a vim and energy that have since been crowned with 
Sllccess, and he 1'3 now a prosperou~ and leading 
farmer of Jefferson County. On October G, ] gGU, 
be was married to Miss Eliza A. Limlse)', a native 
of this county and a daugbter of John R. Lindsey, 
but tbis lady died on June 22, 1'-,75, at the age 
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of twenty five years. Four children were born to 
this llnion, all of whom are yet living: Emma 
(wife of Joseph Foster, a farmer of Jefferson 
County), anel \\' i11ie T., :lHinnie L. and Lind 
"ley E. (who are at home). lUrs. Bayliss was a 
member of the l\fpthodist Episcopal Church, and a 
devout Chri~tian lady. A great deal of her hus 
banel' B snc('e':>s during her life wa" dnf' to her sound 
advice and clear 5ightednpss, anti her death was 
sincerel) regretted b) all. III ]R7;) Mr. Bayliss was 
married to MiRS Ellen S Cooper, a elaughter of L. 
C. Cooper, of North Carolina. by whom he had two 
children: ,Yalter J. and Clyde A. lUI's. Baylis'3 
was born in l\Iif>sissippi on thp ] 2th of J uIy, ] 832. 
Both hushand and wife are members of the l\Ietho 
dist Episcopal C1111rch, 80utb, anel take a deep in
terest in the religious and educational welfare of 
their county. Mr. Baylis'3 i'3 a Democrat and bas 
proven to be a valuable man to that party in his 
section. 

Col. 1\1. L. Bell, attorney, Pine Bluff, Ark. 
The profession of law is, perhaps, as momentous 
and important a calling as can be found, and he 
who takes upon himself legal practice assumes as 
weighty responsibilities as the confidence of his 
fellow men can put upon his shoulders. It is a 
brallch of human endeavor which brings into play 
the nlOst brilliant talents, the most extensive knowl 
edge, the strongest seIltiments, moral, spiritual, 
material. anti its power for good or evil is vast and 
invincible. As a lawyer whose bonor i8 above criti
CiSID, whose ability places him in the front rank, 
and whose name is known and respected through 
out the 8tate, that of Col. 1\1. L. Bell shines as a 
star of the first magnitude in the firman.lellt of AI' 
kansa"l law. He was originall;- from ,Vilson Coun 
ty, Tenn, where hi" birth occurred on July 27, 
1';2H, amI is the :--ou of Hobert D. and Elizabeth 
C. (Hoane) Bell, the father a native of l\1ecklen 
burg County. N. U. ,v' and the mother of ·Wilson 

COUllty, TPllIl. The Roane family were of 11i"h 
origin, and earl) settlers of North Carolina, Ro\van 
County of that State heing named in their honor. 
There were two brother:--. Archibald and Hugh 
Roane, who were horn in Virginia. Archibald was 

the second Gowl'llor of Tennessee, and Hng:.~ 
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the maternal grandfathel' of the subject of tuis 
sketch. He was a prominent agriculturist, awl tlied 
in Nashville, Tenn., as did also Archihald. RolK'rt 
D. l?ell was a snccessfnl tiller of tue soil, and this 
occupation he carried on all his life, having died 
when only forty eight years of age. The mother died 
in 184(3. Their family consisted of nine children, 
five of whom arE' now living: Manus L., Harriet 
(wife of Dr. J. G. Bridges, of New Middleton, 
Tenn. ), Mrs. Sophronia Penick (resides in Ala
bama). 1\11'8. Mary B. NelRon (widow, l'E'sidil1g in 
Pine Bluff). and John S. Bell (of Pine Bluff, Ark ). 
Col. M. L. Bell became familiar with the details of 
farm life in early boyhood, assisting also in culti 
vatil1g tobacco, anu received his education in the 
Cumberland University, of Lebanon, Tenn. 'While 
attending school the death of his father cOillpE'lled 
him to abandon his studies. In 184,9 he came to 
Little Rock, Ark., entered the office of Gov. John 
S. Roane. then Governor, and an uncle of his, 
and was the Governor's pri \'ate secretary for four 
years. At the same time he studied law under E. 
H. English, a distinguished lawyer, and for Rev 
eral years chief justice of the State. In 1852 he 
was licensed to practice. and in April of the follow 
ing year he located at Pine Bluff, wherE> he ha!'> 
been in practice ever since. He iR now a memher 
of the firm of Bell & Bridges. In 1862 he enlisted 
and was appointed captain in the adjutant gpneral's 
office, fierved under Gen. Hindman, and was traus 
ferretl to Texa~ under l\Iaj. Gen. Sam. B. Maxey, 
where he served as chief of staff nntil the cIo,;e of 
the war. He was first married in 1 S02, to Miss 
Juliet Roane, who died in lS77, amI in 1878 he 
married lUI's Ellen Lee, by wllOm he has threp 
children: Marcu'3 L., Jr., Hobert D. and Oharles 
N. Col. aDd Mrfl. Bell are members of the Epis 
copal Church, and Col. Bell haR been superintend 
ent of the 8unuay school for ten years. He is a 
mpmber of the J\la~oIlic fraternity, belonging to thE> 
CommamlE>l'Y, and is also a IDpmher of thE' K. of 
P. He owns ],000 acres of land, with GOO acret-; 

unuer cultivation, and has considerable town prop
erty. He was for some year~ engage'd in milling 
under the firm title of Bell & Bocage, and also in 
the foundry busines,>. He has been a D(,lllocrat an 

his life, wa~ pledor for thp Stah' 011 the Tilden 
ticket in ] biG, haR been a dph'gate to all till' State 
com'entioIlS, hIl(l i" oup of the most prominent 
lawyers in thp State. Hp was Rttorney for the 
LitLll:' Hock, l\1issi~.,ippi !livN tv. Texas Railroad, 
HB lost vpry BxtC'llSi yely _Juring the late wal', and 
sincE' by fin~, but Rtill ha.., a good rortllne. Col. 
BBll is a self made man, and has won a name that 
will linger in the hearts of the people for many 
years to come. 

Thomas P. Blackwell, assessor of the count), 
and one of its SUCCE'ssfu] farmers and plauters, is a 

nati ve of Georgia, having been born in EH!ert 
County, November ]7. ]823. HiR father, Hon. Jo
sepb Blackwell, wa~ a farmer by occnpation, and 
served several terms in the State legi51atul'e, both 
in the lower how.,e and :-,enate. He participated in 
the Indian \\' ar in 1~ 13, as lieutenant, and died in 
1831 in bis native county. His wife was Eliza 
beth McGhee, of the same county as himself; her 
death OCCUlTed in ] Sf)') or J80U, They were both 
members of the ~Iethodist Epi'-icopal Church. In 
their family Iwre seventeen children, only six 
or whom are HOW living. Thomas P., the sixth 
of this llUlJJber, lived at home with his parent5 
till hi~ fathpr' s death, anu. in 1'352, he lllarried 
Miss Zabiah Pruitt, of Frankliu. Ga. There be 
located. followillg his lllarriagp, and remained 
till January 1b, 1S5S, when with his family he 
lllove(l to ArkansaR. 1\1rs. Dlackwell having died 
in 18;);), leaving one child, Hobert, he 5uhseqnently 
maniec1 ~Ii~b Kesiah Bonll, of Franklin County, 
Ga. She died in Arkansas in 18()t-S, there hav 
ing been by this marriage thret' children: Acle 
lizza (wife of B. A. Dockery. of Dallas, Texas), 
Anna (wife of B. P. J uliall, of Piue Bluff), and 
Nicholas T. (in tbe newspaper llUt-.inef-ls ill Dallas, 
Texas). In 1"-,jO Mr. Blackwel1 marriecl his pres 
ent wife, Mrs. Ada Logan, nee Grifijn, of Tennes
f-lee, who haR borne him three children: Mary, 
George and Lu('y. a11 at home. On coming to 
Arhansas, :1\11'. Blackwell lucated in what is now 
Cleveland County, on a farm which was partly cuI 
tivated. After remaining till lS73 he removed to 
his present horne. it place well under cultivation, 
and devoted to the l'aibing of cattle, corn and cot- t 
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ton, for which it seems peculiarly adapted. In 
J anuary~ 1862, he enlisted in the Confederate 
army in Oompany 0, Nint.h Arkansas Regiment, 
and served for eight months, when he was dis
charged, later entering the Trans-Mississippi 
army, which surrendered at l\'larshall, Texas. Mr. 
Blackwell's admirable fitness for the position and 
the universal favor with which he has ever been 
regarded by the people of this section, led to his 
election as county assessor in 1884, and he was made 
his own successor in 1888, also assisting Oapt. Ben
ton when he held the office. He has been school 
director, in which position he was very active, and 
has served as justice of the peace of his township. 
He is a member of the A. F. & A. M., and the. 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, of which he is 
elder. His wife also belongs to that church. Mr. 
Blackwell is a faithful public officer, and has 
demonstrated his ability to discharge official duties 
in a manner above reproach. 

Col. Joseph W. Bocage, IDayor~ Pine Bluff) Ark. 
From the biography of every man there may be 
gle~ned some lessons of genuine worth, for here 
are discovered the secret of his success or failure. 
In the history of Mr. Bocage, one of the pioneers 
of the city, and one of it most pl'ominent men, is 
found much to commend. He was born on the 
Island of St. Lucia, May 8, 1819, and is the son 
of William and Marrie Ann (Lavoisier) Bocage, 
the mother a niece of the celebrated French 
chemist, Antoine Laurent Lavoisier, who was the 
originator of the gasometer and discoverer of oxy
gen. He was born August 26, 1743, and was guil
lotined on May 8, 1794, 'by the revolutionists of 
Paris. He was condemned on account of his 
wealth, and after sentence was passed, he asked 
for three days' l"espite that he might complete a 
fine piece of chemical analysis, but that was denied 
him. The paternal grandfather, Joseph Isadore 
Bocage, was descended from an illustrious family, 
whose estates were in the old province, the Bocage, 
now known as the La Vendee, in France. He 
came to the United States, in company with others, 
in 1795, fleeing from the French Revolution, set
tling in New London, Conn., where he marriedj ~iSS Elizabeth Coit, daughter of Capt. William 
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Coit, of Revolutionary fame. Some years after his 
marriage he went to the Isle of St. Lucia, where 
he purchased a sugar and coffee estate. He als0 
engaged in mercantile and shipping business, 
dealing largely in Bugar and coffee, which businE'ss 
proved lucrative, and he became very wealthy. 
He died in 1818. William Bocage, father of the 
subject of this sketch, was born in New London, 
where he received unusually good educational ad
vantages, finishing his education at an English 
college. He went to St. Lucia, married, and died 
there in his twenty-first year, leaving a young 
wife and child, the latter then only five months 
old and the subject of this sketch. William Bo 
cage was one of three sons-Joseph, William and 
Charles. Joseph went supercargo of one of his 
fathel" H vessels, and died in Boston harbor. 
Charles went to France when sixteen years of age, 
attended military school, and became a French 
officer of prominence. He was killed in the Crim
ean ,Val', while storming Inkerman heights. The 
act of the British Parliament, known as the Wil
berforce and Chaning act of emancipation, freeing 
the slaves, caused the survivors of the £amiiy to 
come to the United States. Joseph W. Bocage 
was then three years of age, and could speak only 
the French language. They made their home in 
New YOl'k City, where the mother died, and was 
buried in old Trinity church-yard. His mother, 
while on her death-bed, gave her son to a paternal 
cOllsin, Miss Sarah Ann Lillington, of \Vilmington, 
N. c., a daughter of Gen. John A. Lillington, of 
Revolutionary fame, with whom 'he remained until 
sixteen years of age, attending the best schools dur
ing that time. The Lillington family were wealthy, 
which fact enabled his foster-mother to give him ex
cellent opportunities for acquiring an education. 
Seeing he could expect nothing from his St. Lucia 
estate, and knowing he must seek his own fortune, 
he decided to venture at once, and at sixteen years 
of age he launched out upon the troubled sea of life 
-his own pilot-going first to Connecticut, thence 
to Philadelphia j Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, thence 
down the Mississippi to Vicksburg, remaining there 
some months. In 1836, aud in his eighteenth year, 
he landed in Columbia, Chicot County, Ark., where t 
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he remained for about a year, and where he be
gan the study of medicine. but gave it up. ana in 
the latter part of 183, he lanued in Pine Blnff, 
Ark., when there were but eight log- honses awl 
one frame building, erected by 01lE' UW-;S1l111U,5. a 
Spaniard, and another under conr:ie of erection 
for a tavern. After a few months' delay here 
~Ir. Bocage entered the law oillct' of Gen. J al1lt's 
Yell, studied law, and in 1~4:0 was admitted to the 
bar. He is now one of two survivors of the 
bar of l~-iO, the other one being the illustrions allll 
venerable Gen. Albert Pike of ,Yashington City. 
JUl'. Bocage practiceJ his profession here for 
years, aml was att')rney for the State for the 
Second judicial Jistrict from 184:-1 to ] ~-1U, being 
also judge of the county court. He wap a1so school 
commissioner of the entire county l1uder the old 
law, for four years, and during that time held all 
the funds for the county. He helJ a nnmber of 
special commissions and now has in his posses!:-oion 
eleven civil commission"). The excellent manner 
in which he discharged his official duties is too 
well known to need any additional words of com 
pliment; suffice it to say that no man t'ver filled 
the office in so capable and efficient a manner. On 
the breaking out of the Civil ,Val' he, in conjunc 
tion with Gen. Thomas Hindman, raised the Second 
Arkan,,>as Infantry Regimpnt, Early in the war 
Mr. Bocage was commissioned lieutE'nant colonel. 
and when Col. Hindman was promoted to briga 
dier, Lieut. Col. Bocag8 waR made colonel. f'ierving 
in that capacity the fir . .,t year of the war. He was 
transferred to Texay to build up manufacturing 
intE'l'est.., for thp COllfederacy, anu remained there 
until the close of the war. He huilt at Mounel 
Prairie. in Anderson County, a numher of manu
factories- cotton, wool, shoes, clothing and nearly 
all army ,,>upplit's of like character. The great 
difficulty in procuring propel' machinery made his 
task a trying one. He was courteous an,l 
kind to evpry one, and is well known and highly 
respected throughout Texas, He surrenuel'eu to 
Gen. Herron at Shreveport. La., in ] S6:>. He 
turning to his old home at Pine Bluff, he ca..,t 
about him to spe what next, and finding that his 
town has been the scene of a battle and was greatly 

umuaged, Col. Borage decided to go into the 
lumbpl' aUll Imilding InU5iness. He formeu a part 
lwr:--hip with Col M. L. Bpll, rmd activeJy engaged 
in l't'pail'illg awl rl?lmildiug thE' cit) , and in connec 
hon with their i'mw lllills anu contracting, the firm 
erected all illlUlt'nsl? planing llJill and sash and 
door fact()ry, which togt'ther with a large lot of 
lumber \vas entirely cle~troyed by fire on August 
:2:3, 1873, without insurance. \Vith wonderful 
pluck and energy the firm rebuilt and started the 
llew works on tbe 1st of November following the 
fire. This bnsiness was carried on until 1876. 
Col. Bocage has done more to huild up Pine Bluff 
than any other man. \Vith others he engagecl in 
the cotton Reed oil business, and also in the 
foundry business, and. manufactured steam engines 
and cotton presses, carrying on this industry until 
the latter part of 1 bg7, when he sold onto He has 
been a valuable man of the cit,y, and is respected 
and esteemed for his stprling integrity, Bober, 
sound judgment, broad intelligence and liberal 
progres3ive idf'as. In ApriL l~S'j, he was elected 
mayor of hi'S city lJy a large majority over his op 
ponent, a man who was bt'lieved to be invincible. 
On taking his seat, he found much work to be done, 
set abouL to do it ''lith his characteristic energy, 
and is now clearing it up as rapidly as possible. 
Although in his seventy first year, Col. Bocage is 
remarkably well pl'esprved and bi(ls fair to live 
lllany years. Col. Bocage wa") married l\Iay 22, 
}f1-10, to Miss Frances S. Lindsay. a daughter of 
1\11'. \Yilliam H. Lindsay, of Fairfax County, Va., 
and by her he became the father of thirteen chil 
dren, six of whoUl are living: Mary Etta (wife of 
John M. Smith, and a teacher in the high school 
at Pine Bluff), Edwnrd \rashington (educated at 
\"asilington and Lpp Dui versity, and an accom 
plish8(1 mHchini"lt), France8 Irene, Flora Toin 
ette (wife of 'IV illis R. Smith, a fine civil engi 
neer), Charles \Yillialll (city engineer), and Annie 
lleyhuru. Col. Bocage is a Royal Arch Mason, one 
of the oldeal members in the county. He is a 
member of the Episeopal Church, of which he is 
one of the organizers, having been a vestryman 

from the first planting of the chnrch in Pine Bluff. t 
He 11o, always beon a Democrat politically. -'-'F 
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Thomas ,V. Boisclair, is a native of Hich 
mond County, Ga., where he was born on Sep 
tember 26. lk2D, being the son of Peter F. BoiL.) 
clair, whose birth occulTed in New Jersey in 17VG, 
and who was e(lncated ill Augu'lta. Ga. The l<lt 
tel', after growing up, married Miss 1\1aria "fray. 
a native of Hichmonc1. Va., and the fruit~ of this 
union were ten children, Rix sons and foul' claugh 
ter.3. of whom three are now livin~·. two sous and 
a daughter. Peter F. Boisclair was a farmer and 
miller by occupation and was <Juite well off. He 
owned about 2, GOO acre<; uf pine lanu'3 near An
gusta. Ga. , 800 acri'>s of which were nnder cultiva 
tion, anu he wa" aclmow ledgerl to bE' an honest. 
industrious citizE'n, He was also very prominent 
in the political affair':> of the day, having berved aR 

sheriff of the county for twenty years and as 
deputy United States marshal for four years. He 
was a member of the Masonic lodge and held 
some of the principal office'3. During the \Yar of 
1812 he served as a pl'ivatp until 1'315, when he 
was discharged and returned home, there entering 
upon a clerkship in a commiR~ion hunsE'. He 
and wife werE' both church members, he of the 
Catholic and ~he or the Baptist Church. They 
died in 18.4:'3 and 1':!.3n, respectively. Thomas W. 
Boisclair was edncated in Augnsta, Ga., receiving 
his diploma in 1SJ8, and in lR33 moved to ]\1is 
sis:"ippi, where he married JHiss E. E. Murray 
on JUIIE' 15. 1~5t She was also a native of 
Georgia, and the dang-htpr of Col. Thomas and 
Elizabeth Murray. To Mr. atld 1\1rs. Boisclair 
have bepn born seven children, five SOllS anu two 
daughters, but of these only fivE' an' now living: 
Thomas 1\1., Mitch(>l D., Maria E , Henry ~. (de 
ceased). 'William W .. l\Iary C. (who dietl in infancy), 
and Piprre F. Mr. Boisclair moved from Missis 
sippi to Arkallbas in 1877, and he, like his father, 
is a successful tiller of the soil. He helongR to 
the l\Iasonic 10l1ge. in whieh he has held a mem 
bershi p sillce Octoher, 18;)-1. He has discharged 
thE' dutieR connected with the office of magistrate 
and is a much respected citizen, Mrs. Boisclair is 
a member of the Baptist Church.1 dA. Brewbster, fa Phl'omin0nt brick mannfaC'tuflrer,

J an a mem ,'r 0 t e firm of Brewster & Le or, 

is a native of Gile:-, County, Tenn., where he was 
born in the year 158V. His parents werE' Thomas 
and Mary Brew~ter, natives of England, who weTi" 
married in that country, and came to America at 
an early period, first settling ill Tellnes~ee. In 
1~-t.l thf'y moved to 1\Ii'3sissippi and located in 
Tishomingo County, but in 1b3D again changed 
their location to Arkansas and settled in Drew 
County, where the father embarked in mercantile 
life, and resided for the r0st of his days. He wa'3 
killed in 1SG7, accidentally, either by n mule or a 
negro, tue true faets have never heen bl'ought to 
light, while the mother died two year:;. previous. 
Thirteen children were born to their marriage, of 
whom six are yet living: 1\1rs. Taylor (residiog in 
Mississippi), Alhert, Robert, Alphonse and James 
G. A. Brewster, the principal in tbi8 ~ketcb. was 
reared in Mississippi, and received a limited edu~ 
cation in the schoole of that State, but by self tui 
tion he gained considerable knowledge, which, 
added to his own quick perception and natural 
shrewdne"ls, made him fully able to cope with the 
world in aftPl' life. In 1838 he came to Dl'ew 
County. Ark., and followed various pursuits until 
the Civil ,Ya1' commellced. He then enlisted in 
Company J.1\ Ninth Arkansa"l Infanb-y, and s€'rved 
gallantly until the surrender. He received a 
wounu at the battle of Shiloh, and abo at Corinth, 
and on July 1~), 1'::lh-i-, he wa<; again wounded at 
the battle of Peach Tree Creek. The following 
day he received a rifle ball in the left thigh. but in 
spite of his battered condition kept right on in the 
front ranks. After the war \vas over 1\11'. Brew
ster came back to Drf'w County and resided there 
for a short time. He then moved to what is now 
Cleveland County, where he farmed and carried 
on a general merchandisp store until the yeal' 1 ~SO, 
when he came to Pine Blnff, his present home. 
He here established a wholesale aml retail grocery 
business, in which he continned with snccess for 
some time, and in thE' Rpring of 1 '3'-18 he opened up 
a brick yard, now one of the best paJ ing indus 
trie~ in that section. 1\11'. BrE'wster is also largely 
interested in thE' real estato lmsine:-,s, and in a 
financial sense is Olle of the most solid men in Pine 
Bluff. He is a memher of thE' 1\Iasonic fraternity, t 
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belonging to the Chapter, Commandpry aud Noble 
:lHystic Shrine. In IbGG he was marri{-ld to Miss 
Alabama Harper. of Arkansas, by whom he bas 
had eight childrEln: Lulu, Edgar, Oscar F., Ophe 
lia, Garland H., Alphonse, Arthur nml Clifford n. 
Mr. and Mrs. Drt-'wster are mt-'mhel'b of the Lake 
siLle 1\lethodi",t Episcopal Church, ~l:lld are libEll'aI 
in their aid to all worthy enterprises. 

Dr. t)amuel G. BrowDlng is one of the enter 
prising aIHl deservt-dly popular men of this 
county. He is a successful physician, is pro 
prietor of a genE'ral store at Macon, and with his 
hrother and others owns one of the largest saw mills 
in the connty, turning out about thirty ear loads 
of pine and hard wood per month. In 1888 the 
destruction of one of the mills alld a dry house by 
fire, entailec1 a severe loss, the latter having cost 
over $2.000 and the mill $4,000; in addition to 
which $2,000 worth of lumber was destroyed; aml 
although they have been three times visited by 
fire, indomitable energy and enterprise have more 
than on.'rcome the effects of the destroying ell' 
ment&. Samuel G. Browning was born in Miss
issippi in 1850, the second in a family of eleven 
children. He recei vecl his litl:'rary education in the 
common ::,choo]s of that Statp, alld having deter 
mined npon the mellical profession as hiE> calling 
in life, in 1872 entered thE' Louisville ::\IeLlical 
College, commencing the practice of medicine at 
Tillatoba, 1\1iss., in 187n. In 1S7s) he came to 
Arkanc.,as ancllocatell at Coal Hill, Johnhon Connty, 
where he practiced for two }ears. HI' then en 
gaged in milling near Rusc,pllville, Polk Connty, 
for two years, wheu he bold out and removed to 
Johnson County, devoting him&elf to milling. cot 
ton ginning" and lllel'chandi;;illg. At the end of 
two year:-. llE' resnmed the SalllEl hUhinE''l'l at J eifel' 

SOIl Springs, ,\ henef' afb.lr a stay of two Yf'ar<.;, he 
woved to Lis present location, where he has It large 
mill, ha ving hef'n very succe:-.sfnl ill bis husilJess. 
In l~gS Dr. Browning was electt-'d justice of the 
peace, and although a Democrat in his preferences, 
he i~ not active in politics. He is a member of the 
:Masonic fraternity, In] ~,7 thl> Doctor maniec1 
::\li1->'3 Georgie L. Simms, a native of 1\li~sih'lippi, 

.1j.~_a_l-.:_1 an e'ltimable lad), who hac, borne two children: 

Maulle, who <lieel at the' age of six years, and \Yal
ter, aged t-'levPll. 1\ll"s. Browlling i8 a member of 
the Pre"hyt8rian Church. Dr. Browning's father 
\\ as ,Yiley J. Browlling, of f:)onth Carolina, who 
marril,a Harah C. t)plby-, of the same .state. He 
was 11, farmer by occupation awl soon after his 
man iage movpd to l\lissi"ifJ:i fJpi, engaging in tho 
same bnsiness in connection with stuck raising. 
At the hreakillg out of the late war he was a mer
chant in Winston County, 1\1i8:-'., but entereJ the 
Confederate tlervjce as private, and also served as 
qnarterma">tel'. He was slightly vl'Oun<led in the 
battle at Jackson, 1\11">,,,., and (lipd in 1877 nt the 
age of fifty -six. He was a Mason and a Illf'mber 
of the Presbyterian Church. Dr. Browning's in 
fi1.lence in this community is widely felt, and his 
progressive spirit and sillcere interest in the weI 
fare of his auopted home have had a telling effect. 
All worthy enterprises receive his hearty support. 

Dr. Asa Brunson, formerly a practicing physi 
cian of wide and honoreLl acquaintance, and now 
one of ihe wealthy planters of thi::, county, was 
born in Tennessee, uear Clarksville, in lK22, being 
the son of Jesse A. Brnnson, an extensive mannfnc 
turer of pig metal. The latter' 8 father was Dr. 
Asa Brunson, a surgeon in the Revolutionary ,Yar, 
who jmlt hefore that event came to the United 
Statet->o \Yhen Jesse A. was about twelve years of 
age, his father moved to Tennessee, locating near 
Clarksville, where he was engaged in planting anu 
btock raising. He was a man of much property, 
of superior eclucation, allll decided intellect, Of 
his fonr '30DS, all hut onE' wel'e physicians. The 
father of the subject of this sketch married Louisa 
Shelb), of Tennessee, now cleceased, who had nine 
children: Sarah, Asa, Elizabeth, Atherton, l\I. D. 
(dt'ceaRed), Pellelopp, Clark S., M. D.· (deceased), 
Dr. J eSRP (cli;>ceased), Thomas E., 1\1. D, (who was 
as!'ia'3siuatpd while quietly realling a paper, being 
f;hot through his window b) an unknown person), 
and Dr. Randolph, of Pine Bluff. Young Asa 
Brunson attained his majorit) in Tellne~see, sup 
plelllenting his literary edncation ,\ ith a course in 
tnE'tlicine, and. in thA spring of 1 b.J2, graduated 
from the mpdical department of the University of 
New York. The Dame.) ear he located near his t 
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of the Episcopal Church. In her family were six 
sons and three daughters, of whom one son and 
the daughters are living, all the SOilS being physi
cians of note, and having graduated from the lead 
ing meclical colleges of the United States. Ran 
dolph, the subject of thi'3 "ketch, recei \ etl hi~ 

di ploma from the J efferHoll .Medical Oollege, of 
Philadelphia, which he left in 185'3, subsequently 
settling in Arhadelphia. In August of that year 
he came to Pine Bluff, where he bas since resided, 
becoming the leading physician of the place, as 
well as one of the oldpf',t settlers, During the late 
war be tierved as surgeon, going to Virginia ill 1 '3Gl, 
whence he was tran~ferred to the Trans :Mississippi 
Department, taking a very actiye part till the strife 
was ended. Then he returned home and resumed 
his practice with the attention and energy which 
have redounded to a well desf:'l'ved esteem and 
honored reputation. In 1860 he married 1\lis8 
Fannie White, of Pine Bluff, danghter of one of 
the county early 5sttlers, Drew ,\Vhite. Four 
children have been given them: Randolph, John 
"T., l\Iay (Mrs. Turner), and Atherton, now at 
school in Virginia. Dr. Brunson has been a dele
gate to conventions of his Btate and of the United 
f)tntes. and he and his wife are both memuers of 
the Episcopal Ohurch. 

John ,Yo Chamblee, who as a planter and deaJer 
in general merchandi~e has attained to wen de
served prominence, ,vas born in Franklin County, 
N. c., but was reared in \Yake Oounty until the 
age of seventeen, when he went to Tennessee, there 
making his home with his uncles. He vms the son 
of Rayford (lnll Elizabeth ("-ilder) Chamblee, who 
were natives of the Carolinas, an<1of Scotch Irish 
descent, their anceston:; having come to this coun 
try long ago The fat her \yas a farmer by oce-upa 
tion and was ~oDlewbat interested in politic,,; he 

was born in 1b12. 'Yhen John was an infant his 
mother (lied, 1eaying one other child. a daughter, 
Eliza. who marriell A. J. IT uderhill. The father 
then married JUrs. Ray, a widow, by whom he 
had four children: Eliza \\-.. TIertie D. . All gustus 
T. (who diecl in the war). allll Cherry L. F. 
The bubject or thi~ ",keteh atteIll1ed -.;choo1 III 

Tenne<;see in youth. subsequently engagiug III 
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present residence, practicing tin the time of the 
late war. In] 8;:;-1: or ] 835 h8 engaged in cotton 
planting, in which bn~illess 1H-' ha~ ~ince continued 
most successfully. He at one tillle O\vned ahout 
six1y slave::;, and during the ,,,ar was allowed to 
remain on his plantation because of hi'3 prillciple~. 
Dr. Brunson is a Delllocrat. amI a Iliall of good souml 
sense, a chararteristic by no llleans common in this 
day. He is re~pected for his sterling integrity, 
and enjoys the esteem and confidence of hosts of 
friends. A large part of his lanu ha~ been washed 
away by the river. In] S4:3 Dr. Brunson married 
Alcinc1a Simpson, of Yirginia. who was born in 
1S:2J; ~he dif'd in Pine Bluff in 18{)J. le:tving one 
child, l\Iary. now the widow of Frank Tomlinson. 
His second wife was :;\1rs. Louisa A. Fowler, nee 

l\Inrdough, of 1\Iissis'3ippi. They have three sons, 
Asa, Percy awl Edgar, the two eldest of whom are 
at school at Knoxville University. 

Dr. Randolph Brunson, of Pine Bluff, whose 
career as a mellical practitioner is favorably known, 
comes from a family of physiciam; and surgeons. 
His paternal grandfathl'l' was a surgeon in Edin 
burgh College. Scotland, aile of the leading 
schools of the world. He came to America when 
a young man, during the Hevolutionary 'Yar, and 
served in the army <1,,, surgeon. He allele(1 to an 
extensive reputation alreally enjoyed uy a large 
practice all through the South, and died in Ten 
nessee, a wealthy planter and stock raiser. He 
hacl several sons. all medical students, one of 
wbom, J 8Hse, was the rather of the subject of this 
sketch. He (,Jesse) attained hi <; majority and was 
married in Teunessee, wLere Rallllolph was born, 
in Stewart County, in ] Cj3G. In Dee-eruuer of the 
::;am8 year the father. an iron manufacturer by 
occnpation, died, and his wife', formerly Loni~a 
8helby. took ('harge of the estate. which she man 
aged for several yean, in a creditable manner and 
settled to the satisfaction of all. Large mining 
interests, as well a ::;hare of the e~tate of $200,000, 
were left boy the father of J e~'ie. l\Irs. Brun::;on 
was a lovely woman, well educatf'cl and possessed 
of unu'5ually superior business 'abilities. She 
married the secon 1 time Hnd livecl to a good old 
age. d) ing in 1\..ISO, having bepn a strict member 
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farming for himself. In 1860 he came to Arkan 
sas, but soon returned to Tennessee, and during 
the late war serve<1 two and a half year") with the 
Confederacy. He was slightly wounded at Mark's 
l\Ell, in Arkansas, and also took part in the batt1t-' 
of Helena with Gen. Price, be-,icltl-, being through 
~lissouri and Arkansas. 'When the strife ended 
he returned to Tennessee, and in ] 861i again came 
to Arkansas, locating at Garretson's Landing, where 
for a few years he followed farming. and finally 
established himself as a general merchant at Green 
back and at Swan Lake LancEng. In 1883 he 
came to his present location, and here ha<; a fine 
stock of goods, dealing in ('otton, etc., in connec 
tion with which he is a planter of e:>...perience and 
success. On September 6, 1876, Mr. Chamblee 
mal'l'ied Miss Laura C. Farley, aT Fayette Conn
ty, Tenn., claughter of John A. Farley and wife. 
She was born November 21, ] '333, and died Au 
gust 24:, 18'3(); she was a lovely worn an and a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr. 
Chamblee bas been a merchant for fifteen years 
and is a stanch Democrat. In this connection it 
is eminently propel' that an obituary notice pub 
Iished upon the death of l\lrs. Chamblee by a 
local paper be inserted in thi"l place, as indicat 
ing to some extent the true worth of this woman 
and the happy relations Dh!" enjoyed as a wife. 
, ; Died At her home, neal' Greenback, Ark., on 
Tuesday, August 2-i, 1\1rs. Laura C. Chamblee, 
wife of 1\lr. John ,Yo Cha1llblpp, and daughter of 
l\Ir. and l\lrs. J obn A. Farlpy, of Fayt'ttt-' County, 
Tenn. She was buried in Elmwood on the 26th. 
The relelltle:--D hand of death never tore from 
human he:uts a morp priceless treasure, or made a 
more terrible void in the vacant chair or in loving 
hearts. Young, brilliant, DUl'lHL%ingly beautiful. 
graceful as a fawn in evpry movement, yet all un 
conscions of her charms, she seemed to livp only to 
make others happy, and benignity, lovp and holy 
joy beamed from every lineament of her fine coun 
tenance. \Vith a mind as bright and a'l pure as a 
diamond, gentle and sympathetic through all her 
nature, fnll of noble and generous impulses, ten 
del' and considerate in all her intercourse, she was 
the delight of every circle. aud the idol of those 
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npar and dear to her. A loving and dutiful daugh
ter, she was ah,o a noblp and devoteu wifp; and no 
llUsband PVt'r prized more highly, or loved more 
trul." the wift' of his bosom than lwr faithful 
spouse; antl their live") flowed on like a blissful 
dream of eastern romance. But, alas! disease 
comes, and in a few short days the 'golden bowl 
is broken, the pitcher i", broken at the' fountain,' 
and he if! left desolate! Bnt God has taken her, 
for she was too much like the angels for the un 
hallowed walks of earth. 1\1ay God blpss and com
fort him, and in the ILllllless of his own good time 
take him also where, in joy unspeakable, they may 
dwell together forever." 

W. J. Childress, M. D., a prominent physician 
of Pine Bluff, was born in Franklin, 'Yilliamson 
County, rrenn., December 12,1827, being the son 

of '"illiam G. and Mary (Bradley) Childress, both 
natives of Tennessee. The paternal grandfather, 
Stephen, was of North Carolina nativity, and early 
settled at Nashville, Tenn., where, as well as can 
be traced. he bnilt the first house in that future 
city. He died in the westt>rn portion of the t3tate. 
The father of Dr. Childress was a farmer by voca 
tion, ana lived most of his life in 'Villiamson 
County, where he died in 1846. He was sheriff of 
that county for some time, and also represented 
his constituents in the legislature. He was also 
cashier of the Bank of Franklin. Mrs. Childress 
died m 1864, having reared eight children, five of 
whom are living: Thomas B. (a prominent lawyer 
of 8t. LouiEl), ,ril1iam J. (twin brother to Thomas, 
and the subject of this biography), lVIrR. Sinclair 
(of Texas), lUI'S. Kilpatrick, and 1\1rs. Cole (both 
of Memphis). Dr. Childress was brought up and 
rf'cei, ell his education ill Tennessee, commencing 
the study of medicine at an early age, and after a 
thorough preparatioll, in 1852, he wa'i graduated 
from the Jefferson Medical College of Philadel 
plia. He hegan practice in Nashville, Tenn., and 
in the fall of ] S32, came to Jefferson Connty, 
Ark, locating at Richland, where he entered 
upon a professional career, and continued for many 
years. HE' then settled in Arkansas County, but 
in 1886 returned to Pine Bluff, where he is still 
occupiec1 in the practice of his profession, being 

r 
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recognized as one of the most promiIlPnt physiciunt-; 
of Central Arkansas, and desenedly l,opnlar. In 
1854 he man-it'd Ellell N. ,Yoodson, who borE' three 
children, two of whom are HOW living: rrllOlllas B. 
and Amanda E, ~Irs. Childress diC'd in 1"S3. 
The DodoI' is an influential Democrat, and a mem
ber of the Catholic Church. 

j 

John 1\1. Clayton. who was prollliIlPnt among the 
men of Jefferson County that have pa'>sec1 away, 
wa., born near Chester, Penn., on October 13, Ib-iO, 
and was a son of John and Ann (Glover) Clayton. 
He was reared and remained on a farm nntil at
taining his maturity, obtaining in the meantime a 
good education at the common schools and acade 
mies of his birthplace. 'When the Civil ,rar COlu 

nlenced, although yet in his youth. he gallantly 
enlisted, and served in the Army of the PotomaC', 
participating in nearly all of the important en
gagements. Shortly after the war was over, he 1'8 

moved to Jefferson County, Al·k., with his young 
wife, anc110cated on the farm of his brother, Gen. 
Powell Olayton, who had preceded him here sev
pral years, anrt who took an aC'tive part in the Re 
bellion. Gen. Clayton became one of the most 
prominent men of Arkansas, having bepn elected 
to the highest office in the State Governor, and 
also United States Senator. John M. Clayton re 
mained on the farm for several years, and was very 
successful as a planter. He held his first office in 
the township of Richland, being elected justice of 
the peace, and subseqnently was elected to the 
State Senate, holding the speaker' '3 chair for a short 
time PI'O tem. In ]876 he was elected sheriff of 
J etferson County, and held that office for ten years, 
being 1'e elected at the expiration of each term. In 
the fall of 188~ he became a candic1ate for Con
gress, his opponent being HOll. J\Ir. Brecken 
ridge. The contest was very close, with Mr. Drpck 
enriclge receiving the certificate. It was, however, 
decided to contest the validity of the election, and 
while doing so, on Jannary 19, 1 ~RG, Mr. Clayton 
was foully assassinated being shot while sitting 
near a window. This cowardly deed aroused the 
indignation of the press and people throng-hont the 
country, but up to the present writing his lllUrUel' 
ers have never been brought to jU':ltice.. JUI'. Clay

~ 

ton is buried at Pine Bluff. by thp side of his de 
voted wife, who died several years previous. 1\11'. 
Clayton was a law abiding and upright citizpn. 
He hau a host of friends ill Jefferson Oounty> and 
er-,pl?cially in Pille Bluff, and his loss was deeply 
felt throughout the community. Politically. he 
was a Repnblican 1 and in BPcret societies a Mason, 
anu also held the office of Deputy Grand Master of 
the Knights Templar at the time of his assasRina
tion. He left six children to mourIl him, the 
eldest being Miss Emma Clayton, the present 
postmistress at Pine Bluff, who received her ap
pointment in July, 1SSG. 

",Y. J. Cole, an industrious, enterprising citi
zen of Jefferson Connty, owes his nativity to \Yayne 
Oonnty, Tenn., where his birth occurred January 
10, 1847. His father, George B. Oole, was also 
born in ,Yayne County, Tenn., in the year ] S20. 
The latter was real'ed in his native State, and after 
growing up, mal'l'ieu J\liss Bettie A. Curtis, of Ten
nessee origin. Their union was blessed by the tilth 
of eight children, five SODS and three daughter!'!. five 
of whom are still living, and four are residents of 
this State. Onp is located in Missouri. George 
E. Cole was a successful agriculturist, and owned 
about 220 acres of good land in \\' asLington and 
Izard Oounties. He served in the late war, and 
was at the hattle of Vicksburg, receiving his dis 
charge in the fall of 18()3, after which he returned 
home and resumed his former occnpation of tilling 
the soil. He subsequently went on a vi~it to Ten
nessee, where his father was living. and was killed 
while on his reitnn in I8()-!. The mother Jieu in 
1"85 in Jackson County. Ark. Both WI?l'e mem 
ben; of the ~Iethodist Church, 'Y. J. Cole was 
E'clucated at Fayetteville, 'Yashing-ton County, 
Ark., but from there went to Izard County, and 
removed from there to Jackson County in Ib();). 
In 1 '->/0 hE' came to J effel'son County, where he 
married Miss JUaTY Jane King, a native or TeD
nl?':lSee. on FebTuary 4, lb '{..t.. and the fruits 
of this union are five children, two sons and 
three daughters George ,r" Roxanna, James H., 
1\Iattie C. and :lUal'y E. Fonr are now liYing. and 
all r!:,sil1e at home. lUr. Cole has two orphan boys 
living with him, anJ they are the sons of Joseph 
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and Elizabeth King. He has been occnpied all 
hi~ life in tilli.ng the soil, is thE" owner of abont 
sevent.v acres of land, and has about sixty five 
acres under cultivation. He is al:-;o engagl-"tl in 
running a grist m ill and a cotton gin. He be
longs to the :lHasonic fraternity, and during tLfl 
three years of his memLership he has filled th!:' 
office of 1.,y1('r of the lodge. He is a member and 
has held th(' office of tl'ea<;nrer in the Agricultural 
'\'beel for one term. He and wife helong to the 
1Hethodist Church. and both are active church 
workers. He has at this time sold ant in Jefferson 
County, Ark., and ha", bought a 160 acre farm in 
Conway County, Ark.. paying $1, :-Jon cash for Rame, 
~nd bas other property to the alllonnt of $2.5( O. 
and is entirely clear of debt. His postoffice after 
J annary 1, 1 S90, will be Springfiehl. Conway Coun 
ty, Ark 

Garrett Cooper, one of the oldest and most re 
specteu citizens of Jefferson County, was born in 
Craven County, N. C., on April 2f>, 182(), and is a 
son of Robert and Isabel (Prescott) Cooper. The 
parents moved from North Carolina to Tennessf'e 
in 1 ~28, and settled in Tipton County, where Gar
rett was reared and e(h1catf>(1 Both parents died 
at an advanced agp. In his early youth, Garrett 
displayed a rondness for mechanical pursuits that 
predicted a bl'illiant future, and \\hE'n only eighteen 
or ninett'en years of age h(> received a contract to 
buila feveral bridges in the Stme of Tennessee. 
From that time to thE' year IHGO hE' ~ontracted 
throughout the State for builJing bridgeR, cotton 
gins and otiler structures, and hi'3 fame as such 
spread rapidly to the sUlTonnding C'onntry. Prob 
abl} 110 other scientific merhanic in that part of 
the country enjoyed thf> reputation tLat young 
Cooper had made for himself. Science was a study 
to wLich he had applit'd himself all his life, it wa", 
natural to him, and in the conr...truction of hridgE'''', 
he had few superiors even among the 01d9l' mechan· 
ics. In 1q(j() he emharked in mercantile life at 
what was known a::; Lower Seven Lake. Hod after 
ward Cooper Landing, named in hil'! Lonol' wLen 
the po'>toftice waR established at that point. He 
coutinued in bU5iness nntil very recently, and from 
1"()f) hpgan to cultivate cotton quite extew,ively. 
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He now owns JOO Hcre~ of very productive land, 
and at one tilllf\ Lad control of Cooper's Island, 
haviug pUl'chase,l it for $:W, 000. but a number of 
very di~astron~ floo(l~ clp~tr()yed it. On Allgnst 
:22, 1",""9, lw was lllarrierl to l\Ii~s .Ann Kent, of 
Tipton County, Tenn .. a daughter of George \\'. 
Kent, who was Vf'ry promiuellt ill that county. 
This lady wa", borIl l\Itl,} :W. 18:3:3. (1)(l (lied April 
13. 187~, and by hE'r marriage with JUl'. Cooper he
came the mother of twehe cbilclren. of whom foul' 
are yet living: Bob S., Frances Y. (wire of a 1\1r. 
Neely. of 1\Ijssissippi County, Ark.). l\lary F. and 
\Yillie. In 1'5'0 he wa" married to 1\fisR Mary 
Kent. a ~i~ter of hi8 first wife. this lady having 
been born in Virginia. on April 21, 1 S2U, and died 
Febrnal'y ]5, 1881. 1\I1'. Cooper iR a member of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. South, of which 
he is trustee, and ]n politics he is a stanch Demo 
crat. He is now sixty three years of age, but to 
look at, him, no one would think he was more than 
fifty. He uses no glasses. nor does he ever expect 
to, remar1.ing that .. I would trade my eyes for 
none. " During the war be waR neutral and con
sequently excused from f-Jervice, but he traveled 
over the country a great deal, and was never rno 
lested by either side. 1\11'. Cooper can be proud 
of OIle fact, and that is that during his life he was 
never arr8~ted for any cau:-.e whatRoever. He is a 
leader in public and private enterpriseR, and one 
of the foremost citizens in the county. His popn
larity is unboundE'<.l. and few men are held in 
highel' esteem. 

John D. Crockett. book l{eeJ)E'l" an(l manager of 
Col. John 1\1. Gracie' s cotton plantation in Bogy 
Township. ,Jefferson County, wah born in Arkansas 
County. Dear Crockett's Bluffs. on the ·White Hivpr, 
on Augu'3t 1, Ib5b. and is a son of David and 
Nancy Crockett. rrbe father ',vas a very 'Success 
fu1 farmer during his life, but a considerable loser 
by thE' Civil \Yar. At the time of his dpatb, be 
had not sncceeded in recovering much of his for 
tune, and was in onl} comparatively easy circum
stances. He was prominent in Yfasonic circles 
and a noted Democratic politician, his favor being 
sought for by lmndreJs of men during his life
time. rrwo yem's of his life he gave to the t)ol.lth 
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in serving through the war, and his deeds on the 
field of battle werE' In'a \'0 ano. ruany. He was a 
Bon of William Croclwtt, WhOSl' father was tlU' 
celebrated Davy Crockett, of historical famp. TbE' 
mother of John D. was a memhel' of the Prt'shy 
terian Church, and by h8r marriage hecame tbe 
mother of five children., of WhOUl ,John i:-, the (july 

one now living. After his fath!?r's death. ,JoIln D. 
went to reside with an uncle. with whom he rf' 
mained for two years, hut at the (Ond of that time he 
started out ill the world for himself, and has act0d 
a8 salesman in the towns of Sv.'an. LaklC', Dar 
danelle, Pendleton. Sarassa and his pl'ef->ent loca 
tion. He entered the employ of Col. J ohu l\I. 
Gracie in 1 '382 as salesman and book keeper, 
and so well has he repaid the confidence and trust 
reposed in him, that now be has charge not only 
of the Colonel'R mercantilp affairs, but also of his 
plantation, which cOllsi"ts of 2,4()O acres nncler 
cultivation. He is an expert book keeper, a 
shrewd business man and a competent manager. 
and bids fair to become ooe of the most promiIH'nt 
men in Central Arkansas in the near future. On 
Febrnary 27, 1SC,:3, he was married to Miss Mary 
D. Field, a dangllter of Sila", Field, of Little 
Rock, by whom lw has had one child, James D. 
1\1rs. Crockett is a member of the Episcopal 
Ohurcb. Mr. Crockett is one of the two Crocketts 
who went to the 10:3d allni versar), of the birth of 
Davy Crockett. at Limestone, East Tenn., on Au 
gust 17, 188D. The other Crockett was Robprt 
H., a prominent attorney of Stuttgart, Ark., and 
a grandson of Davy Orockptt. The latter gentle 
man was a colonel in the Confederate army during 
the Civil War, and won an illnstriou'3 name fOl' 
courage anel daring. 

j 

George E. Crutchfield, who as a planter and 
merchant at English postoffice, is well and fayor
ably Imown, was born in North Carolina in 1 S40, 
being the '>on of Jarues and Samh (Moon) Crutrh 
field, of Oraugp County, N. C. They first came to 
Arkansas in 1852, but the following year moved 
to Tennesspe, locatjng in Fayettp County, where 
George was reared, growing to manhood on his 
iatbC'y's farm. He remained at thp latter place 
till] t371, snbsequeotly going to HanlE'man Coun 

ty, Tenn., which was his homp for fonr year", and 
in lb7t1 located in St. Fnl.llci<; Connty, Ark. In 
1'->'17 he came to his present location, aHd E'Dtered 
upon a career as plantpr, also establishing himself 
a-, gelleral merchant, in both of which he has met 
with deserved succef->s. He is trul) a self madE' 
llIau, itl(lustriollS and energptic, and now enjoys :1, 

Inu.,iness of $13, (Jon IIPr ) ear. Hp i:-, also post 
mastN at English, tll€'office being located in his 
store. WIr. Crutchfield sel vec1 {hrpe yenrs in thE' 
Confederate m my during tlle war, J Ilring which 
time he was taken prisoner at Decatur, AJu, , being 
paroled after three months at Nasln ille. Upon 
the clo:-,e of the war he H'tnroE'd home and at
tenued school in Fayette County. 1\11'. Crutch 
field's wife was form0rly a l\liss Dora Baglf'y, of 
Tl?nnes,",ee. wLo is shU livingc They have no chil 
dren of their own, but are Lringing Ui) two nieces 
(children of l\Irs. Crutchfield's sister), Neda and 
l\Iaggie Greer, the mother having died when they 
weI'e eight days. aud fourteen mouths old, respect 
ively. Their father is living, Lut is an invalid 
from paralysi'3. 1\11'. Crutchfield is a Democrat in 
his political preferences and 11. representl'ttive citi 
zen of the community. 

Mrs..Mal'y E, Curlin., widow of James V. Cur 
lin, who was an old resident of Arkansas, was 
born in Jackson County. Ala.. October 0, JS-15, 
and is a daughter of C. A. and Elizabeth (Shell) 
Chadick, of Tennessee and Ahbam3, respective
ly. Cllades A. Chadick was a noted l\Ietbodist 
minister, and was born l\Iay 13, 18~(). In 11.5-11 
he was married to l\1iFS Elizabeth Shell, a daugh
ter of AdallJ Shel1. of Alabama, and in 19-i-5 re 
moved with his wife to Arkafisas. He wa"> Ii 
censed to preach in that State in 1848, and loca1 ed 
in J eifE'rfiOn County, where he labored in the l'e 
Iigious field until August 14, 1SSCS. As a preacher 
of the gospel he was far above the average, heing 
ab1e to propound tbe- Bible with a clearness and 
earnestness that "'ouId convince the most skepti
cal. The entire community in which he resiaed, 
as well as his congregatiun, loved and honored 
him as few men arE' rpgan1E'c1, and hi" l()~s wa.., 
RincereJy mourned by those who had heard his 
voice in life, Mr. Oba<..1ick 'was a Mason in good 
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standing for a number of years, and in politics 

he was a "tanch Democrat. DuriDg the war he 
entered the Confederate army, and sf'rvpd as lieu 
tenant of artillery for three years, opt'l'<lting ill 
Arkansas and l\1issouri, and taking part in alrnofot 
every battle west of the l\IissiR~ippi Hive!'. Pre 
vious to serving in the nrtillery be was a memoer 
of Capt. 'McGee's company, and opmated in Vir 
ginia, but was discharged on account of disability. 
Two of his 80ns were abo in the Confederate al'Jn)'. 
J aIlles O. was a member of Oompany 0, Arkansas 
Infantry, and took part in many engagements east 
of the Mississippi, while William J. belonged to 
Oompany D of the Ninth Arkansas Infantry, and 
fought in the same territory. The latter was twice 
wounded and once taken prisoner, but escaped by 
making a bold bl'eak for liberty. The Ohadick 
family are of Scotch Irish descent, while the 8hell 
family are German. l\Iiss Mary E. Chadick was 
reareil and educated in Jefferson County. In De 
cember, 186£), she became the wife of James V. 
Curlin, who came to Arkansas with his parents and 
located first in Dalla., County, and a few years 
later moved to Jefferson Oounty. He was born on 
October 0, 18+5, in the_ State of rrenneSst'e, and 
was a son of Jesse J. Ourlin. who died in Ran· 
dolph County on J\1ay 21, 181-,S. Mr. Curlin began 
life as a poor boy in 1867, and it was not until 
his marriage with Mis8 Chadick that the brightest 
part of his life was exhibited. By bel' sound ad
vice amI help, added to bis own good judgment 
and untiring indn:-,try, he became one of the most 
snccessful farmer~ in Central Arkansas. Hp was 
never interested in politics to any great extent. but 
an appeal from the (lifltrebsed ana needy waR always 
sure to enlist his sympathies. He was a true 
friend to the church, alwaYR ready to help a<hance 
the can~e of religioll until his death, which oc 
currec1 July 2, ISb 1-,. 1\1r. and Mrs. Curliu were 
the parents of five sons and two daugbt0l'S, of 
whom six arE' still living: Anna E. (deceased), Ben 
jamin 1\1. (born DE'cember 0, un1), Charles J. 
(born September (j, 1C,(3), James C. (born Decem 
bel' -1:, 1~75), Claude M. (born Octouer 27, 1~7r..s), 

George "V. (born October 16, l~bO), 1\la1') E. (horn 

SE'ptember 1..t., lS""2). Mr. and Mrs. Curlin were 
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both mellluers of thE' Methodist Episcupal Church, 
South, which the latter hm; atte>nded since fourteen 
yean, of age. ShE' is an ea1'nef'>t Christian woman 
aud vE'ry popnlal' with the rOllllDuuit). 

l\Ialcolll Ounie is the wpll known proprietor of 
Currie Villeyanl, situated eight miles Routhwest of 
Pine Bluff, on the public road lwtwC'en White 
Sulphur Springs and Lee's Springs, being a half 
mile distant from each point. This is conc(->(led to 
Uti one of the finest Yineyard~ and fruit farm'-- in 
Central Arkansas, and is managed in a manner 
which is surE' to [-,8rure profitable returns. The 
archanI consists of ~30 apple bearing trees, 150 
peach trees, 125 wila goose plum trees, 1-1:0 dwarf 
pear tree!'>, and 150 Le Conte pear trees. In 
the viueyal'el are about 3,000 bunch grape vines, 
three fourths of which are bearing, 250 scupper 
nang vines, en arbors from 50 to UOO square feet. 
Besieles making from 2,000 to 2,500 gallons of 
wine, several thousand pounds of grapes are sold 
annually. Mr. CurriE' was born in North Carolina 
in 1823, and is a son of Daniel and Anna (Ray) 
Ourrie, natives of North Carolina, both of whom 
were born in 1801. They clied within five miles 
of their birth place, the fathf'r in 1~71 and the 
mother in 1Sm'l. They were of Scotch descent, 
their ancestors having come to the United 8tates 
some tillle before the Revolutionary War. ii ith a 
large number of families '\ ho settled in the Caro
linas; as might be supposed, they belonged to the 
Presbyterian Chm'Cll. 1\1alcom was the oldest of 
nine children, seven of whom are yet living. He 
was reared on the- farm in North Oarolina, and 
having received a cla'3siral education in the best 
schools in the couuty, at the age of twenty years 
commenced teaching school. In October, 1CS57, 
he moved to Arkan'ias, settling on the place where 
he now lives, but boarded at White Sulphur 
Springs the first year until he could build. In 
1CS()2 he ceased his professional duties for a time, 
and served eighteen months in the Confederate 
arm) on po">t duty. After the close of the war he 
resided near Pine Bluff for two yeal's, raising cot
ton, but returned to the place where he now re
sides, and planted the nucleus of his present 

extensive vineyard. While in North Carolina Mr. t 
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Ourrie was married to :Miss Eliza Da\"i~, 'whose 
birth occurred in that State in 1823. She llied iu 
Arkansas in 1861, having horne two ebihhpll, 
Charles G. and Ida (now the wife of Henry G. 
Hanna, of Kentucky). Charles died f>l1(lapnly in 
1 STi, at the agp of twenty eight ) ea~'s. of hpart 
disease. After his wife's death. lUI'. ('111'1'i(:.'s 
house was presided 0\ e1' by an olaer sister in law 
until her death in October, 18\0, and ~in('e that 
time by one of his own sist81s. In] I-,eo he was 
elected common school commissioner lor Jefferson 
County, holding the office eight years. In 1 ')82 
he was elected county assessor. serving one term, 
and he has been school director lUany years. He 
was principal of the High School of Pine Bluff 
for two years, closing his connection with that in 
stitution in June, 1877, which terminated his 
career as a professional teacher. He is a member 
of the Presbyterian Church at Pine Bluff. Perhaps 
no citizen of Jefferson Oounty occnpies a warrnel 
place in the affections of the people as an advocate 
and promoter of educational advancement than 
Mr. Currie. His interests in this direction are by 
no means personal, and his infiupnce in this as ill 
other respects has been of decided benefit. 

Rev. Joseph A. Dickson, D. D., pastor of the 
Presbyterian Church at Pine Bluff. is one of the 
popular and highly respected ministers of this 
county. He was born in Dickf:on County. Tenn., 
September 9, 1833, his father, Joseph A. Dick 
son, being a son of 1\1oulton Dickf;()n, of Nmth 
Alabama, who first saw the light in 1'107. The 
Dicksons originally came from Scotland in an early 
day, and settled in the Carolinas; some of the 
ancestors served as soldiers uncler Oromwell. 
Joseph A., the father, was a practicing physician of 
prominence in Dickson County, Telln., which was 
named for some member of the family. He died 
when his son was but an infant. His wife, Nancy 
Belle, of the same county as himsolf, was born in 
1814-. After the death of her husband she re 
mained a widow for five ) ears, and then married 
Rev. ,Yo A. Williams, of the Cumberland Presby
terian Church, who still lives in Texas, she having 
died in 1848. By her first marriag'e there were 

~;;-2children: Georgia Anna (who died at the age 

of two years), and Joseph A. (our subject). By the 
~e('ond marriage thPre were si" childrell. all living: 
Anna E., Mary L., Sarah J., Medieu.:; U., Martha 
E., and Nancy B. .Joseph A., the J oungt>st child 
of the first ])Jarriage, wa", l'eared in Dickson COlmty 
nntil fuurtt'E'lI years of age. when he went to Tip 
ton County aml attended school two Y0ars: he thell 
attelHl(,a Er~kine College, of South Carolina. lrom 
which he gra(luatpd in ] b3J with the degrpe of A. 
B. Hllbf>8f]Ueutly f'tnclying law at the Oumber 
land Univel'i'lit), Tennessee. he took Olle couri'le of 
lectures, and afterward returned to Tipton County, 
where be marriell Miss Mary O. l\IcCnin. of Ten 
ne8~ee. Following' thi~ be taught school for two 
years, after 'which be entered the Theological De 
pal'tment of Erskiue Collegp. anll in the spring of 
1837 was licen8ecl to preach in the As~ociate Re 
fornlPd Preshyterian Church. He spent three 
year~ in Central Mississippi, and was then called 
to Monticello, Ark.. whf're he took charge of the 
church the t:;(illle day that Lincoln wac:; electea 
president. After baving served this church <1ur
ing thf' war, he remained until] C,71, when he was 
called to MIllersburg, Ky. In tht' fall of IbG5, 
he changed bis relation~hip frOID the Associ
ate Refol'luNl Pret>bytelian Church to the First 
Presb) terian Ohnrch. September 1. 1St,l, Dr. 
Dickson located in Pille Bluff, a-,surning charge of 
the First Pre~byterian Church. where he has since 
continued, obtaining a firm hold in the hearts of 
his pm'i~hioners as well a~ those of widpr acqnain 
tance. ~1. t the time of his corning the memhership 
was seventy, "hich has increased to about JOO at 
the present date. During 1sse; 89 100 members 
were a(lded. To Dr. Dickson and wif(~ have been 
born four ch ildren: Emmett 1\1. (a succ('ssful 
lawyer at Paris, Ky., who graduated from Sid 
ney College, in Yil ginia), Charles B. (a student 
at the Central Univel'~it}, of Kentucky). and Mary 
'Vill (at home). Claude Ro."", diea in 18137 at the 
age of six years. 1\Irs. Dick'ion i" an ardellt 
worker in the chUl'ch. and one of the be..,t of 
women. Dr. Dickson is a member of the American 
Legion of Honor. In 18S3 the Cpntral University 
of KentuC'ky conferrecl upon him the title of D. D. 

J. B. Dodds, OIW of the leading Plante..~~ 
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Jefferson County, and a prominent 'citizen of Pine 
Bluff, was born at Dayton, Montgomery County, 
Ohio, October 2o, lb32, and is a son of Josflph 
and. Eleanor (Ewing) Dodd", the former bOl"n near 
Philadelphia, Penn. t and the mother a native of 
Kentucky. Tlw elder Dodds was reareu all a farm 

and educatE'd 111 the city of Philadelphia. After 
his marriage hE' remove(l "ith his wifp to Ohio, in 

which 8tate they passed the remainder of their 
days, the father dying in Dayton and the mother 
in 8helbyville. Seven chilcll'E'n were born to their 
marriage, of whom three uye yet living: Matthew 
M. , Joseph B., and J eunie (wife of Dr. J obn C. Slo 
cum). J. B. Doclds, the principal in tbis sketch. was 
reared and euucated in his native 8tate, attending 
the puLlir schools. He remained witb his fathE'r, 
looking after the management of the farm. until the 
year 1833, when he moyed to Paris, Ill., and 
embarked in mercantile life with his brother and 
brother-in law, remaining in that city for fJeven 
years. At the close of the war he, in company 
with his brother and a Mr. Wolf, went to Memphis. 
Tenn., and established a wholesale grocery busi 
ness, which they carried on successfully until the 
latter part of 1sen. 1\11'. 'Yolf then withdrew 
from the firm. and the brother moved to Pine Bluff, 
where he again started in bu~jne8s, J. B. joining 
him latE'r. They carried on the bllsinesR uutil 
1~77, whE'n the latter retired from the firm anu 
turned his attention to planting, which calling he 
has followed ever Hince. 1\1r. Dodds now owns 
2()O acres of very fertile land, with about 150 acreb 
uncler cultivation, and hat> rented for the past five 
years over 1, 2()O acres, wbich hf-' has placeu in cot 
ton every year. Added to this. he owns a lJu~inpss 

block in Pine Bluff, from whicL the rental:-. form a 
considerable income alone. and, together with his 
plantation interE'st<;, make him one of the solid 
men, financially, of J effersoll County. 1\11'. Dodds 
was married in 11':539 to Miss FanniE' -Molton. an 
adortecl daughter of S. ,,"'. :Moltou, by whom he 
has had five chilJrell: Oharles N., George, Gamer, 
Samnel, and _Mamie. Mr. and Mrs. Doddt> are 
lllembers of the Presbyterian Church, and liberal 
in their aiel to all religious and educational mat 
tel's. In :'>ecret 60cieties 1\11'. Dodds has been a 

Mason for over thirt} years Royal Arch, and also 
belong::, to the Knights Templal'. He is one of the 
most :-,ubstalltial and pnterprising citizens of Pine 
Bluff, amI a man of great popularity and influence. 
Hif, wealth has accumulated hy his own individual 
E'fforts, husiness tact and judicious management, 
althongh h8 ta.., several time;:.; lost a fortune jn 
mercantile life. \Vhile ill bUbinl:'ss at Memphis 
his shipments were alllong th.,. largest coming to 
that city, onE' shipment alone- from Cincinnati to 
1\Iemphis amounting to $10,000. He is a pI'omi 
nent figure in the affairs of J effel'son Oounty, 
especially those tending to its advancement and 
progress, but as a rule prefers the quiet of his com 
f01'table home and family to the excitement of 
social pleasures. 

H. N. Dunn. Among the representative farm
ers of this county, none are more worthy of men 
tion than Mr. Dunn, who was born in Sbelby 
Oounty, Tenn., in 1850. At the age of nine 
years he came to Arkansas with his parents, W. 
D. and Anna (Henry) Dunn, settling on the place 
on which their son now lives, where the mother 
still survives, the father having been killed in 1880, 
at the age of sixty five years, by a runaway team 
attached to a mowing machine. He served in the 
commissary department duriJlg the war. H. N. 
Dunn, the snbj e("t of this sketch, is the eldest of 
eight children, four of whom are now living, and 
three in Memphis, Tenn. He has lived the greater 
part of his life in this State, though during the 
war he was a resident of Tennessee, at the close of 
which struggle he returned to Arkansas. :1\lr. 
Dunn has not yet joined the ranks of the bene 
dicts, but uevotes his time to the cultivation of his 
200 acre farm, which is planted to cotton, and 
is one of the best places on the river. This it> pro 
tected by a levee erected by himself. He is a 
progressive farmer and much interesteu in enter
prises te-neling to the mlvancement of his adopted 
home, 

Frank M. Fergus (ueceased) was a prominent 
planter of J effen;on Ootlnty, and a man whose 
memory is cherished by the citizens of this section 

as one of its influential, respected residents. He t 
wa" born in Cumberland County, Ky., in the =-'p 
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1822, and remained at home with his parents till of honorable mention. or whose history affords R 

he became of age. His first venture on leaving 
home was to teach school, and in ] b-!-7 he ('arne to 
this county, locating six miles helmv the present 
homestead, removing in 1~~)H to the place w he-re 
his widow now resides; this was then unimproved, 
but b) his good management and care. was put in 
a fine state of cultivation. At that time there were 
700 acres, a part of which ha", sin('e gone into the 
river. 1\11'. Fergus becamp one of the leading 
planters of the county, quiet and unassuming in his 
manner of living, and although not a church mem 
bel', was a believer in the Christian religion. His 
people were :l\Iethodists. He died May 23, 1S84. 
Mr. Fergus' marriage was to ~Irs. Mildred A. ~Ior 
rell, widow of 1\1. P. Morrell. 1\11'. Morrell was 
born at Natchez, Miss., in .1820. and died in 1857. 
He came to Arkansas in 18j2. and locatell in J ef 
ferson County, on the bouth side of the Arkansas 
hiver, six miles below Pine Bluff, where as a planter 
he became well to do, leaving at the time of his 
death about 1,200 acres of land. Mrs. Fergus 
was born in Clark County, Ky., the daughter of 
Louis and Elizabeth Boone (Brooks) Bledsoe. of 
Virginia. Her great grandmother was a near reI a 
tive of Daniel Boone. ~Irs. Fergus' parents first 
settled in Chicot County, where the father died III 

1844, and in the same year the family went to 
Pulaski, near Little Rock. The mother died in 
1874, in Kentucky. Foul' of this family of ten 
children are living: Calvin, Elizabeth B. 'Varner. 
Louisa A. Collins and ~Irs. Fergus. Two children 
of Mrs. Fergus by her first marriage s1Hvive: Dr. 
M. P. ~10rrell, of St. Louis, and Alexander 1\1., 
at home. Three children by the second mar 
riage are living: ~W illiam F., and Mildred B. (wife 
of "Y. J. Levy, both of thiH county). and 1\finerva 
E. (at home). Mrs. Fergus haR been a ruember of 
the Christian Church since sixteen years of age. 
She is an estimable lady, of good business ability 
and management, and in overseeing and conduct 
ing the farm, displays a wisdom and goo0- judg
ment for which she deserves great credit. 

Capt. S. Geisl'eiter, planter, Pine Bluff, Ark 
There are few men of the present day whom 

{~world acknowledges as succe"!,,l, more worthy 

better illustration of what llW) be accomplished Ly 
a determined will and perseverance, than 1\Ir. 
Geisreiter. He was born in Bavaria, Germany, 
.May 30, 1<34:0, being the son of Jacob and 
~lal'y E. (Van Smuck) Geisreiter, natives of the 
same country. Capt. Geisreiter was left mother 
le:.,s ,,,hen quite small, amI his father was married 
the second timp, after which, or in 1/)3-!-, they emi 
grated to America, taking passage at Bremell and 
arriving in New York after a forty days' ocean 
voyage. They remained there until 1838, and the 
father carried on his bade, that of architect, 
builder and cabinet maker. having, while in the 
old country, also conducted a large fm'niture man
ufactory. In 183~ he moved to \Yasbington, Iowa, 
where he died one year later. Capt. S. Geisreiter 
was educated in Germany, and learned the cabinet 
maker's trade, but soon found other pursuits more 
congenial to his taste and ability. After going to 
,Yashington, Iowa, he entered college. attending 
t~·o terms; but meantime the war broke out; his 
patriot brother had enlisted from Minnesota and 
was killed at the battle of Gettysburg. Capt. S. 
Geisreiter promptly took his brother's placE' and 
served until the close of the war. He ranked as 
first lieutenant, but by reason of the many dutif's 
he was called upon to perform, was given the title 
of captain. After cessation of hostilities he lo
cated at Pine Bluff (thf' army having brought him 
there on detached service), and was engaged in the 
real estate and insurance business, which he car 
ried on for ni ne years. He then began planting, 
has since carried it on, and is now the owner of 
much choice land, while he also manages the plant 
ations of his father in law, ~Ir. Joseph Meuill. 
The Captain is one of the most enterpri~ing and 
successful men of the county, is honorable and up 
right in an his dealings. and as a useful, influential 
citizen, holds a conspicuous position in the com 
munity. He selected for his companion in life 
Miss 1\lary O. 1\ler1'i11, now deceased. whom he 
married in November, 1 S 1'7. After remaining a 
widower for eleven yeal s he married l\Iit5s Linda 
Chinn. daugbter of the late Dr. Rona uhinn, of 

"hawhan, BOllrbon County, Ky. Capt. Gei;reiter t 
~ 
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IS more than ready to do all he can for the ad 
vanceUlent and permanent prosperity of hi:-, long 
time home, the State of his selection and th€' conn
try of his adoption. He j" an active membpr of tlH' 
l\lm.,onic frateruity and of the order of Kllightf:> of 
Pj thins. 

J ameA F. ctlltl Emarn181 L. George, are two 
brother,,; who,",p names are prominent in the entf'l' 
prises of J effersull Uonllt~. They were horn ill 
Coosa Connty, Ala., on April 30, 1830, and March 
15, 1 S5~, respectively, and are the SOllS of Silas 
and Nancy (Ff:'fgnson) George, the father a native 
of Georgia and the mother from Alabama. The 
parents werE' married in the latter 8tate and moved 
to J efi'erson County when both boys were chihlren. 
The elder George wa~ born on Angust 27, 1822, 
and the mother on November S, 1827. The latter 
died in 1Qa-1-, and SOIlle time after her death the 
father married l\Iiss Elizabeth Dugan, who has 
since died. Both l\Ir. and 1\I1's. GeOl'ge were earn 
est Christian people and were members of the 
1\1ethod.ist Episcopal Ohurch, Sonth, in which 
church be was an official. In politics he was a 
Democrat, but never mixed much in political 
affails, although in other enterprises, both public 
aIld private, he was a prominent figure. Seven 
children hlef>5eo. his fir~t marriage, of whom Eman 
uel was the thinl ano. ,James the fourth child born. 
Both ~on8 received their education in J effel'~on 
COlll1ty <inel r(lmaineu at borne until their fat her's 
death in ] 87;), wben the~ rented land and com 
llH'ncpcl in lifp for thpmsp} yes. In 1"Sh 1 they bought 
1no ap} es of lana on thpir pl'eSPllt location, and by 
~:ood managf:'lllent and fltrict attpIltiull to bUi'3illE'SS 
bave increased it to ;~20 acres, the land being some 
of the most produ('tive in Central Arkansas. 

J amef> ha<..; also E'ngagpd in saw willing to sorne ex
tent and has made the venture (fuitp successful. 
In ] S~G he was married to l\Iis5 Dora Diamond. of 
Jefferi-Oll Conuty, I)y whom he haa onp child. 
Edward Felix. After the death of his first wife 
he waR l1lJited to l\Ii"f) Omar Dalton, who be('ame 
i he mother of one child, Frances L. The other 
hrother, Emanuel, was marriell in ] c.,"S1 to Miss 

of them 
Katy Diamond. by whom he had fiye chilth-en, all 

now deceasecl. Doth hrotherR and their 

wivC's are memhers of the Catholic Ohurch, and 
libpral contributors to l'0ligiouo; and educational 
matter~. They 1'1'1llk among the leading citizens of 
the county, and aro highly respected in their com
munity. 

Benjamin L. Goe-io, Olie of the large land owners 
of tlJis county, is a native Arkansan, having been 
born in Villemont rTownship in] 83-!-. He is a son of 
J o~eph and Elizab('>tb (Johnson) Gorio, originally 
from Arkansas and Georgia, respectively. In the 
family were nine children, three of v,horn are 
living: John (near Hot Springs), Lucy Humph
reys (in Washington County, Ark), and the sub 

ject of this sketch, thp latter of whom has always 
resided in this township. At the age of fifteen 
years he commenced farming for himself, and in 
1876 was married to :'\1i8s Jane Mitchell, of Ar 
kansas County, whose birth occurred at the Post. 
Her father, Frank Mitchell, of this State, died 
when his daughter was five years of age. Mr. and 
1\lrs. Gocio have had six children: Anna, Ida, 
Ollie, Joseph, Lucy (deceased), and Agnes. Mr. 
Gocio bas about 230 acres of land under cultiva 
tion, and is the owner of upward of 1,800 acres. 
He is a member of the Catholic Church. His 
grandparents came to the United States from 
France in an (larly day, locating at New Orleans, 
and later at Arkan~as Post, wbere Joseph was 
born, and where he lived, a farmer, until his death, 
which occurrell when Benjanin L. was fourteen 
months old, in 18~n. He was born in 1803. The 
mother was married (the seconll time) to Mr. R. S. 
Dollerhide, who died in 1876; she was born in 
] 1318, and is still living at Booneville, Miss. 1\1r. 
Gocio, by a lifetime spent in this locaJity, has fully 
uemonbtrated his worth and energy as an intelli
gent ~mccessful farmer. His extensive acquaint
ance is only equaled by the universal respect 

accorded. him. 
Dr. J. L. Goree, justly considered one of 

the 'most eminent of the medical profession in 
J efi'er~on County, was born in Smith Connty, 
Tenn., on the Sth of October, 1853, and is a son 
of Dr. James L. and Mary E. (Dixon) Goree, of 
Marion, Ala., and Smith County, Tenn., respect· 
ively. The rather was a promint'nt physician dur 
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ing his life, and a graduate of Jefferson Meclical 
Oollege at PhilaJelphia. About the year 1R50 he 
moved to what is now Lincoln Oounty, Ark.. aud 
remained there practicing his profession until 1860. 
During the Civil ,Yar he resided in Texas, but 
after the surrender he returned to Arkansas and re 
sUIPed his practice, continuing with great fiucceSfi 
until his death in December, 18()(). The mother is 
still living, and resides with her son, the principal 
of this sketch. Dr. J. L. Goree was principally 
reared in Arkans(l,s. and received his education at 
St. Louis University. and King't> College of Bristol, 
Tenn. At the age of twenty two he began the 
study of medicine, and in February, lSi!), gradu
ated 'from the Louisville Medical College, after 
ward taking an (ttl eundem degree added by the 
Kentncky School of Medicine. He then stood a 
competitive examination against the picked men of 
four medical colleges for a hospital position, and 
was the successful competitor for one of the foul' 
positions. The Doctor remained in the hospital for 
one year, afterward coming to Lincoln County, 
Ark., where he hopeu to settle up his father's en
tangled estatp, but owing to the slowness of the 
courts, failed to accomplish anything. Tn the 
spring of 1881 he located at New Gascony, Jeffer 
son County, Ark., where his reputation as a suc 
cessfnl physician attained such proportions that 
one of the leading physicians of Pine Bluff offered 
him a partnerflhip. This he accepted, and 1'8 

mained at Pine Bluff for one year, but at the re 
peated and urgent solicitations of his oIU patrons, 
he was induced to return to New Gascony, and 
did so, remaining there until the spring of 1889. 
He then again came to Pine Bluff (where he has 
continued to reside), and rapidly Tose to tllP front 
Tanks of his profession in spite of the competition 
from older lllen in that Jille. The Doctor has at 
tained a prominence among the medical fraternity 
that is well deserved, as he has maLle his profes 
sian the otuuy of his life. His service5 are sought 
for continuously, and bis fine practice fully at 
test to bis skill. He is a member of the J pfl'erson 
Medical Society, and aho of the State l'IIpdical 
Society. In 1877 he was married to Miss Victoria{.:vaJlS, by whom he has haa two children: Vic 

toria and James L. In sPcl'et "-,ocieties the Doctor 
is a member of the Knight~ of Honor. 

,I \Y illiam P. Grace, aUol'ney, Pine Bluff, Ark. 
Among the prominent names that go to make 
up the stn='ngth of the Arkansas bar, tbat of 'Will 
ialU. P. Gracp is looked upon with considerable 
pride by tbe people of this locality, not only for 
his brilliant efforts in his profeRsion. but for his 
unquestiOl10d integrity and honest} of purpose. 
His birth occurred in Caldwell Oouuty, Ky., 
November 22, 1 ~22, and he is the son of Pref',toll 
and Jane (Kilgore) Gracf', thp former a native 
of Tennessee and thp latter of J{pntucky. Thf'} 
wpre married in Caldwell COlluty, Ky., aml there 
passed. their entire lives. The fatlwr waR a brick 
layer by trade. In their family were six children, 
only two now living: ,Yilliam P. and Benjamin F. 
,yilliam P. Grace attained his growth and received 
his educRtion in his native State, having attendeu 
Oumberland College at PI'inceton. Ky. He worked 
with his father at the britk laying bU"lines5 until 
twenty two years of age, when he became de5ir 
ons of prospcuting his stUllies, and after working 
for some timp for the required meanfl, attE'nded 
schoo] for a year at Princeton. He then began the 
study of law with Livingston Linc15ey, wa'3 ad 
mittec1 to the bar in the spring of 1847, and finally 
left the State of his nativity with a view of locating 
in Floriua. Not being satisfied there he returnec1 
towards the North and settled at Pinp Bluff, wllPre 
a short time aftE'rwal'Cl he fornlPd a co partnership 
with Robert E. 'Yaters. At the enil of eight
een months Mr. ,Yatprs retiretl aw1 l'ITr. Gracp 
continued alone. In 1'352 he was elf'ctpd prosecnt 
ing attornpy anu served onp tprm, Juring which 
time he formed a parblPr~hip with Judge John C. 

l'IInrray, of the circnit court, continning with him 
for about threp years. when 1\1r. l'IIllrray was agaill 
elected judge, and be was once more lpft alone in 
his practice until 18nO. Being a Henry Clay 
Whig. he consented to become a candidate for 
elector for the ,Vhig party, having been electpcl 
to the balle position in 185ft He was a Doug 
las candidate in 1SGO, and stumpE-cl all south of 

thp Arkansas River. delivering some of the best t 
speecilps of his life. He was plected by Dplllocrms 
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to the se-cession convention, anll was made chairman 
of the committee on ordinances_ He wa~ a very 
prominent mall and used his entire infiUE1I1C'fl for 
his own pady. In ISo L he was appoiutell as com 
missar,V of the military staff of Arkansas, anll was 
at the battle of Oak Hill, after which failing health 
compelled him to retire hom army duties. He 
then went to Philadelphia and was under a physi 
cian's care for seven llJonths. Upon returning to 
Pine Bluff he resumed his practice and this he has 
since continued. In 11580 he was a candidate for 
the office of Governor, bnt was not nominated. As 
a lawyer he has few snperiors and i'3 a fluent and 
eloquent speaker. At one time he owned 13,000 
acres of land and now ha'3 in his posse"lsion about 
2,000 acres. 1\1r. Grace was married first in May, 
1853, to l\Iiss Harriet Boyd, who was drowned 
near Paducah, Ky., in Dect"lllber, ] "lit3. :\lr. 
Grace took for his second wife Mrs. Emily B. 
Hudson, whom he married in April, 186'i, and to 
them was born one child, now deceased. :\11'. 

Grace is a Royal Arch .Mason, and in 187'') he con 
nected himself with the Temperance AlliancE', 
having been president of the Arkansas Temper 
ance Alliance several terms. He has been an 
active worker in this caU'3e amI his influence has 
been felt among the Anti Prohibitioni'3ts. He is 
known throughout Arkan'3as as one of the UE'st 
criminal lawyers t.hat the State pro(lnc(1s, anu hiR 
succes.., is almost phenomenal in thi.., class. He hag 
defenlled and prosecuted over fifty cases of homi 
ci des, and but one man was hung that he ever de
fenueu. 

Uapt. \Y alter Gl'eennel(l was a brave soldier 
and is an honest citizen. What better eulogy 
coulu. be passeu upon a man who has earned those 
titles in military ana civil life? He was born 
in Todd County, Ky., on -Jnly 4-, 11):-3;i, and is a 
son of TholD1,s G. anu Lucy (Hannah) Grf>eIlfielcl, 
both natives of the Hame county and Stctte, who 
moved to Pine Bluff, Ark., in 1'->37, which place 
they made their home for the halance of their lives, 
the father dying in 1~-W, when thirty "i.x yean.; old, 
and the mother in 183:3, at the age of forty -seven 
years. Thl-' elder Greenfielcl 'was a merchant and 
one of the first men to ~tart in business at Pinp 
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Bluff. Under the firm name of Greenfield & Kay 
he and his partnpr conul1cted the largest mercan 
tile house in that section. Both parents were 
mPlHber'> of the Methodist Episcopal Ohurch. In 
politics the father was a ·Whig, and was also a 
Royal Arch Mason in higb standing_ His father 
waR Thomas G. Greenfield, an old Virginian, and 
one of the heroes who fuught in 1S12. Thorr:as 
Greenfield was one of the earliest settlers of Ken
tucky, coming there but a short time after Daniel 
Boooe, and was an intimate associate of that noted 
pioneer. The Hannah's were also a well known 
family of Kentucky and very prominent people in 
Ohristian Oounty. The Greenfield's were of Eng
lish origin. To the marriage of Walter Green 
field's parents were born five children, of whom he 
is the only one now living. He was educated in 
Pine Bluff, Ark., and later at private schools in 
Nashville, Tenn. After his school days were over 
he remained with h is mother until her death and 
then turned his attention to farming. In 1858 he 
wa'3 appointed deputy sheriff of his county, and 
served creclitably in that capacity until the out
break of the Rebellion. In the spring of 1862 he 
organized a company of cavalry, being chosen third 
lieutenant. ThiR was Oompany G of the Second 
Battalion, which was afterwardH reorganized with 
the First Battalion and made into one, in which 
he was promoted to first lieutenallt. In October. 
lS6;l he wa"! promoted to the captaincy of Com
pany G for brilliant action on the field, and this 
position he retained until the close of the war. 
Oapt. Greenfield was detailed for scouting duty a 
consiuerable part of the time, and took part in a 
great many battles, operating in Northern Missis 
sippi to a great extent. In April, 1853, he was 
Rent out on recruiting duty, but at that time was 
taken sick and unable to continue with the work 
for Rom\' tim€'. He also took part in Price's raids 
through Missouri, and was foremost in every battle 
during that occasion, and at Pilot Knob he had 
charge of the skirmishers. Oapt. Greenfield was 
next at Newtonia, ]Cas., and from there he went to 
Pine Bluff, Ark.. where he surrendered on Jun.e 

8, 1S6~). He ha"l had many thrilling escapes from 
death, and many times narrowly got through the 

t 
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clutches of the enemy, but his good fortune at 
tended him all tbrough and be yet lives to tell the 
tale. In 1870-76 he was appointed collector and 
filled that office, together with tbe position of 
sheriff, to the satisfaction of all parties concerned. 
Farming has been his business ever since the war, 
and he now owns 700 acres of good land with the 
principal part of it under cultivation, all of which 
he has made since that event, the war having left 
him practically bankrupt. In December Capt. 
Greenfield was married to Miss Mary O. Embree, 
a daughter of Israel Embree, an old settler of 
Jefferson Oounty. Mrs. Greenfield was born June 
29, 1844:, and by her m'1rriag-e became the mother 
of six children: Lucy M., Gordon E. , John T., 
Maggie F., Mary \Y. and Oarrie. The Oaptain is 
a Knight Templar and Knight of Pythias, besides 
belonging to several other fraternities. In politics 
he is a Democrat and a leader in political affairs as 
well as social and business matters. His son Gar 
don is also prominent in Knight of Pytbias circles. 

'Y. B. Greenfield, farmer, Pine Bluff, Ark. 
It is doubtless owing entirely to the indus 
trious and per::>8vering manner with which Mr. 
Greenfield has adhered to the pursuit of agriculture 
that he has risen to such a substantial position in 
farm affairs in this county. His birth occurred 
in J effel'son County, Ark.. on February 11, 18-10. 
and he is the son of J. \V. and Matilda (Bogy) 
Greenfield. The elder Greenfield was born in 

.r.t'ennessee, in 1821, was educated in that State, 
and then went to Kentucky, but later to Arkansas, 
where in 1845 he married Miss Bogy, the daughter 
of Thlr. E. Bogy, an old French settler. To Mr. 
and 1\11's. Greenfield were born f'ighteen children. 
six sons and twelve daughters; three sons and four 
daughtE:'I's now living, two in tbis State and five in 
Texas. The father is still living, and in connec
tion with farming is alfio engaged in llls1'chetndising 
in Texa'3. He is the owner of a large tract of lana 
and is quite well to do. He was justice of the 
peace for two yeaI's, and is now notary public. 

j 
W. B. Greenfield was educated at the Christian 
Brothers' Oollege, at St. Louis, and after returning 
home married 1\liss Bettie T. Phillips, October 27, 
1886. She was born in Arkansas, and is the daugh 

tel' of John and Mary A.. Taylor. To the union of 
1\1r. and 1\Ir8. Greenfield was horn one child, 'Villie, 
who died February 14-, 1887. 

"Only a little cbild; pause not here to weep; 
t-icarce]y on earth it c;miled, ere it fell asleep." 

1\11'. Greenfield has about 1,200 acres of good 
land, with 873 acres unrler cultivation. He and 
wife are mpmbers of the 1\Ietbodist Chm:ch. 

\rilliam H. Hardister, who is classed among 
the well known and highly respected planters of 
this county. was born in North Carolina in 184:3, 
being the son of Asbury and Oyntha Ann (Oram 
ford) HarJister, natives of North Carolina. The 
former's ancE:'stors were formerly from Maryland, 
and came to the Oarolinas with the early settlers. 
The father was thE' youngest of his family, and a 
farmer by occupation, his death occurring in the 
sixty-sixth year of his age. The mother died in 
1hG6, at the agf' of fifty. To them were born 
ten children, of whom all bnt one lived to be grown, 
but only foul' now survive.l \Y illiam H., the 
seventh son, was reared in North Carolina until 
the age of twenty three, when he came to Arlmn 
sas and located at Garrison Landing, there engag
ing in farming. He afterward went to 1\lnd Lake, 
and in 1876 came to his present location, on what 
is known as Elm Grove farm, since which time he 
has put the place in a good state of cultivation, 
working ~OO acres. At the bf'ginning of the late 
war he enlisted in the Sixth North Oarolina Cav 
aIry and served until the close, receiving not the 
slightest wound. In 1873 1\11'. Hardister married 
l\Iiss Nettie Oramford, a daughter of O. P. Cram
ford. of South Carolina. who came to Arkansas 
long before the war and settled in this county, 
Mrs. Hardister being then a child. This union 
bas been blessed. with two C'hildren: Cynthe A. and 
,Valter 1\1. Th11'. Hardister politically is a Democrat. 
Hp has on his place a large cOttOll gin and supply 
storE:'. and is 1'ecognizeJ as a lllan who has giyen 
decided influence to the progress and development 
of this section. As a citizen he is held in great 
esteem. 

001. George Haycock, capitalist, one of the 
best known men in Central Arkansas, whose genins ~ 

of 8nterprise has made him one of th8 bulwarks of I 
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the financial world, is a native of Cincinnaii, Ohio, 
bOl'Il in October, 18~~, anJ is a Ron of HamiltoIl 
and Eunice (Bi:tles) Haycock. Tlw htlH?r was of 

Iri..,h origin and the mother of American pan'lnt 

age thE'y being m<lrri81 in New York Stntp. From 
there they moved to Cincinnati, Ohio. at an early 
Jay. where tlle father was eng-ag(\LI in contracting 
along the banks of the l\liama River. In 1'i:33, 
while inspecting some work ill the l\liama Canal 
locks, he was drowned; the mother died SOUle 
time hefore in Cincinnati. The) bad hut une f>on, 
tue principal uf tbi.., sketch. He Wets l't-'arec1 in 
that cit), and educatl:'d in wathematics tlIl<ler Dr. 
nay, the ('ompiler of Ray'R arithmetic. After 
leaving this iu~tructor he attenclecl Woodard 001 
lege, obtaining his entire f>chooling froUl his sense 
of knowing the necessity ancl <ulvantage of it, and 
not from being promptecl to it, as his parents both 
died when he was little more than n chil(1. In 
1832 he went overlanu to the State of Oalifornia, 
the trip occnpying several weeks, and upon reach
ing there 10cateJ in Iowa Hill, Placer Cotlnt~, 

where he commpnred mining. He also operated a 
stage line in connection with the California Stagp 
C. m pany, and spent fOUl teen ypars of his life in 
that section. Lelancl Stauford, now United States 
Senator and about forty timps a millionairp, was in 
those clays an intimate friend of 001. Haycock'~, 

as were al..,o lllany otherH uf the pioneer~ of 1b W, 
who are now thp money king.., of tilp Pacific Coast. 
CuI. Haycork wa~ a lllPmhpr of the (' mvention that 
nominateu iHr. A. A. Sergeant for OongT8%, ,tad 
abo a member of thp second H,ppnblican COIlvention 
that l101uinatpd Hon. LplauLl Stanford for Govprnor. 
He sPl'ved fnul' years in tile army during the Oivil 
\Val', and wa" ",tationpu at LOR Ang-elps and San 
Diego. as also at La Paz, Ariz. Itl 1S6G he 
returned to Cincinnati antl bl'rame pngagecl ill the 
brokerage hU"iine-,.." Vl"hi('11 he carrietl on until 1HiO, 
when he CHme to Pinp Blnfl', Ark. 'file Colollel 
re..,umed hie; IJrokpraJe businei-iH hpre, and abo 
became 1n1',..;e1y interesterl in planting. Some of 
the largest financial projPcts in the county have 
been engi neere } hy him an(I brought to a ..,uecps.., 

flll termination. In 1~iJ he wa", electucl to the 
State Senate, and in 1~ io re plede(1. hut the fol 

lowing year was appointed postmaster at Pine 
Blufl' and reo,igueJ his seat in the Senate to accept 
tllP PJ~t ollicp. He held that position for five 
ypal'~, ancl wa~ nbo an alderman of Pine Bluff 
fourt0en ) ears ngo. He is a member of the board 
of alclerwl'n at thp prepent time, having been 
elected by a majority of 3()~. 001. Hayco("k is a 
tltanch tluppol'ter of the Rc>puhlican party, and 
one of the lI.lO"lt brilliant politicians in J efl'erson 
Couuty. He is oue of the leaders of his party, 
and on his election to the ~tate Senate was the 
only Repnblican at that time in the Senate. He 
hac., hundreds of friend~ on both sides, and is one 
of the most popular men in thai section. The 
Colonel is very original in his ideas, and is always 
devising something new, anI.} at present has placel1 
about twenty acres of land in tobacco as an experi 
ment, his intention being, if successful, to establish 
a tobacco manufaetory. He was married in 1846 
to Miss Ann Knowl(len, of Oincinnati, by whom he 
ha", had five children, Charles being the only one 
living. 

J. W. HelIum"!, a promilH.nt farmer and mer
chant of Jefferc..on County, well lwown in the busi 
nf'SS circles of Pine Bluff, was born in Fayette 
County, Ala, in September, ]836, and is a son of 
\Villiam H. and Effie (White) Hellums, of South 
Carolina and Georgia, respectively. (rhe parents 
W('l'e married in Alnbama, and in 1S-t.J removed to 
Tippah Oounty, Miss., where the father died the 
following year. After his death the mother came 
with her family to Drew Oounty, Ark, and re 
sided there until her death in 1867. Two sons 
and three daughters were born to the parents, of 
whom the two former ar8 the only ones yet living 

Jamps \V. and Jacob P., the latter residing in 

Star City, Ark. James 'Y. Hellullls was partly 
rem'eel in Mis"'i~i-.ippi, where he also received his 
education, and in 11)3S llloved with his mother to 
Drew OOlluty, Ark. The following year he came 
to Pine Bluff and established himself in business, 
conti rming with succe':>tl until the Civil War com
menced. In 18G:2 he left the business in charge 
of his partner, ana enlisted in D. \\'. Oarroll's 
company thE' present chancellor and served un 
til the '3lHl'ender, holding the rank of lieutenant in 

r 
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that company, but at the disbandment or the 
troops be was captain of Company K, Logan's 
Consolidated Cavalry Regiment. Uapt. Hellums 
was captured at Port Hudson on July V, 18GB, 
some time after the battle or Vicki:>burg. Together 
with twelve other officers he was taken on board a 
vessel lying in the IHissisRippi, to be transferred to 
Johnson's Island, but everyone of the twelve 
jumped overboard, and all but two sncceeded in 
swimming to the shore and escaped. Mr. Hellums 
was among the number who gained their liberty, 
while the other two were drowned. He previously 
took part in the battles of Corinth, Farmington 
and Iuka, and a number of hard skirmishes. 
,y hen tbe war was over he returned to Drew 
Oounty, and remained there a ~hort time, but soon 
came to Pine Bluff in order to close out his busi· 
ness. After that was done he went back to DI'ew 
Connty, and resided there until .January, lS8U, 
when he once more came to Pine Bluff and built a 
fine residence. intending to make this city his 
permanent home. He owns a store at Star City 
and one at Grady, both in Lincoln County, and 
enjoys a large patronage, and in connection with 
his commercial interests, owns about 1,000 acres 
of valuable land, with a considerable amount under 
cultivation. his principal crop being cotton. Mr. 
Hellums was married in December, lSG4, to :Miss 
Susie Carlton, of Alabama, hy whum he has had 
six children : Julius H., Clyde E., Cora, Jennie, 
Chester and Guy. His wife is a devout Christian 
lady, and belongs to the Cumberland Prpsbyterian 
Church. Mr. Hellums is a prominent member of 
the Masonic fraternity, and a popular citizen of 
Pine Bluff, taking an active part in all matters 
that bear upon its pI'ogress and advanl'ement. 

J. F. Hicks, a fixture in the affairs of Jefferson 
County, first t'stablishf'c1 the Distilled Water, Ice & 
Coal Company. at Pine Blnff in 1883. Upon start 
ing this industry, he put in a five ton machine, bnt 
the business increased so rapidly that he was soon 
forced to have a larger machine, in order to ~mpply 
the demand, and he now owns a twent) ton rna 
chine in addition to the original one, manufactur
ing about twenty fonr tons of ice per day. Tbe 
machinery is all of the latf'st pattern and perfect in 

,.... 

its work. About one third of the product of this 
industry is kept for home consumption, while the 
other two thirds is shipped to various markets. 
Mr. Hicks is the sole proprietor of this husiness, 
and also owns another ice factory at :Marshall, 
Texas. His Lirthplace wao; in Ba11ard County, 
Ky., and when only ten years of age he went 
to Memphis, Tenn., alone, where he worked at 
different employment for some time. When still 
quite young be occnpied a subordinate position 
on one of the river steamboats, applying himself 
closely, until in timp he was promoted to the post of 
engineer, and then captain, which position he held 
for thirty-five years, and ill 1832 he built a steam
boat of his own called Falcon. During his life 
1\1r. Hicks has built l1.pWaras of fifteen at' twenty 
steamboats, owning at one time about forty, among 
them being the famous but ill fated Mary Bell, 
which was burned to the water's edge at Vicks
burg, and also the steamer Frank Pargoud, which 
met with the same fate above New Orleans. The 
last named boat was the champion cotton carrier 
on the IVlississippi Hiver, having been 10aded with 
the largest cargo of uncompressed cotton ever car
ried by any othf'r steamboat 9,226 bales. The 
writer happened to witness that event, and can re
member the day she steamed into the levee at New 
Orleans with nothing visible but the top of her 
pilot house and her smoke stacks. Every space 
was covered by cotton bales. It rose tier upon 
tier, and the cotton on the lower deck was swept 
by the river, so heavily was she loaded down. It 
was a grand and imposing sight, and was observed 
uy thousands who thronged the water's edge to 
await hpr coming, and rent the air with such a 
rousing cheer that the sound must have been car
ried out past the swamps to Lake Pontchartrain. 
The Mary Bell was one of the largest steamers on 
the lHisAissippi, and in fact in the United States. 
Among other prominent boats owned by Capt. 
Hicks were the Daniel Boone, Kate Frisby, J obn 
Simons, the latter being one of the largest boats 
bpfore the war. Capt. Hicks was one of the most 
popular and experienced steamboat men that 
traveled the Mississippi during his day. Since the 

Win' he has owned the Vieksbnrg, Di Vernon, ~~ 
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jetta, BellE' Lee, Henry Ames, John A. Scudder, 
Carondelet, l\Iary Belle and Henry Frank, these 
being the principal ones, and he virtually con
trolled the haffic betwepn Memphis and New Or 
leans. The advent of railroads ruin€>d the rivEll" 
trade, ancl when fire destroypd his finest boat, the 
Captain became disheartened and determined to 
abandon st8amboating forever, since which time 
he has carried on his present business. He was 
first married in 1850, to ]\Iiss Sarah Carter, by 
whom he had seven children, of wbom four are yE't 
living: Ralph M. (at 1\larsball, Tex.), Jeff, Nellie, 
and :l\1arnie. The Captain'R second marriage oc
curreJ, in 187S, to J\Iiss Anna Tally, by whom be 
had one son, Frank. During bis day Capt. Hicks 
has bElen the large~t steamboat owner in the coun 
try. His finest bont alone eost $165, 000, the Mary 
Bell. and onl} carried $50.000 insurance when she 
was burned. Among other famons vessels he 
owned was the Kate J\Iiller, the first boat he was 
ever master of himself; the Pittsmiller, Bluff City, 
Harry Bluff, Julia, John Swazy, Martin Walt, 
Excelsior and Sam Uloon. Ollbide of his ice 
manufactory, which is one of the best paying in 
uustries in Jefferson Connty, he handles about 200 
car loads of coal annually. and is worth consider
able, although he has met with many reverses. 

-William I. Hilliard. contractor and builder, 
and manufacturer of brick, Pine Bluff, Ark. 
Among all classes and in every condition of life 
are those who excel in wbatevpr they undertake, 
whether of a profpssional, agricultural or com
mercial nature, and among those who have cleverly 
demonstrated this statpment is hp whose name ap 
pears above. Born in 1\lac1ison Pari~b, Louisiana, 
ill NovE'mber, lb40, he is thp son of rJ. C. Hilliard, 
a natiye or Virginia. The rather passed his boy
hood clayi'> in his native State, but later went to 
Ohio, where he married Miss Abigail Yeoman, a 
native of New York. \Vhile in the Bnckeye State 
Mr. Hilliard followed the brick making trade, and 
there fesided for a nnmber of years. Later he re
moved to Louisiana, where he carried on his former 
occupation for some time, and in 18-1'7 returned to 
Ohio, locating in Oincinnati, where he still con 
tinued the brick making husinpss. In Ib3-i he 
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went hack to Louisiana, and after a residence there 
of a number of years, madE' his home with his 
son, 'V illiam 1. Hilliard, at Little Rock, Ark., un
til his death, which occurred in ] 884.. He was a 
much respected citizen, and filled a nnmber of 
local offices where he resided. His wife died in 
1838. 'Viniam I. HilliarCi. received excellent ad
vantages fm an education in the schools of Oincin
nati and other schools, and began assisting hi::; 
fathel' in the brickyard when a mere lad. This 
business he learned very thoroughly, and is now 
one of the most experienced brick makers of AI'k
ansas. . He remained with his parents until grown, 
and commenced the brick business when about 
eighteen years of age, at Floyd, La., but this 
continued only one season, when he went to lay
ing brick in that State. After following this 
for about fivp years, or up to the breaking out of 
the late war, he went North (Indiana) and there 
remained for a short time. After that he worked 
at laying brick until 1)s68, when he went West 
to Springfield, Mo., and there resumed laying 
and making brick for two and. a half years. He 
moved to Little Rock, Ark., in ] 872, manu 
factm"ed brick for two seasons, and was also 
engaged in contracting and laying brick. In Sep
tember, 188(j, he located at Pine Bluff, commenced 
contracting and building that season, and has since 
been actively occupied in that business, as the 
many fine buildings in the city abundantly testify. 
He lays all his own brick. and, from an average of 
four kilns, manufactmed about 1,200,000 this 
year. He was married in Washington County, 
Ark, on March 27, 1872, to Miss Emma English, 
a native of Pennsylvania, and the daughter of 
John and Elizabeth English. There are five chil 
dren living of this marriage: Birdie, Elizabeth, 
\Y illie 1., Joh11 and Abbie. Mr. Hilliard is a 
member of the Ancient Order of Odd Fellows, and 
his wife is a member of the Baptist Church. 

William U. Hilliard, an enterprising farmer 
of Talladega Township, was born in Fairfield 
County, S. C., being the son of A. D. and Sa 
villa (Woodward) Hilliard, abo natives of that 
State. The father was born in 1819, and followed 
the general occnpation of a merchant in the State 
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of his birth until thE' late war, his occupation 
being varied until his death in 1'i7,,). He was a 
Masun, a member of tUE' Presbyterian Church. and 
served as major in the late war. The mother died 
in Louisiana in 1<..,(n, at the age of thirty three 
years. \Villiam C. Hilliard, the subject of this 
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sketch, was the sixth ill a)amily of seven children 
born to hiR parents' union. In 1<370 he came 
to Drew Oounty, Ark., where he attended ~chool, 
and subsequently taught in adjoining counties; h8 
also engaged in farming, and in 188() came to 
Jefferson Oounty. settliug on the place where he 
now resides, and turning bis attention largely to 
fruit growing, raising peaches. apples, grapes and 
figs. He has a fine farm well under culti vatioll, 
and is known as one of the prominent citizens of 
this county. He is one of the young and energetic 
men ill the Democratic party, and a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Ohurch, South. Tn 18b3 he 
married Miss J obnie Blackwe11, a native of this 
county; and thpy havE' three children: VVilliam W., 
\Valter B. and Effie. Mrs. Hilliard's father, G. L. 
Blackwell, a farmer of Jefferson County, was born 
in Elbert Oounty, Ga., in 1 b:lJ, and came to Arkan 
sas in 1808. He owns about 440 acrE'~ of good land, 
] 75 of which are under cultivation. He has been 
a 1\1ason for thirty years, and has held thp offices of 
tyler and senior wm·den. He has also held the 
office of jnstice of the peace for ten years. In 
18()2 he enli:-.tpd uuder 001. Bradley in the Ninth 
Arkansas Regiment, but becoming ill rpmained in 
the hospital until his discharge in 1bG2, at Berns 
ville, Miss. In July of that year he again enterp<l 
the service under Col. Darson, of the Nineteenth 
Regiment, his first hard fight being at Jenkins' 
Ft?rry. He wa::; disrharged in 1800 at J ackson
port, when he returned home and engaged in farm 
ing. Mr. Blackwell is a member of the Bapti::;t 
Ohurch, and is a liberal contributor to all charit 
able entE'rprises. Novpmber 1G, 1i):i·t he married 
Ademia Pruett, a native of Georgia. She had one 
child, who dieu in infancy, and July 2G, 1<""3V, she 
departed this life. On J nne 28, 1g()O, Mr. Black 
well married Katie Griffin, of Misflissippi. To this 
union were born nine children, rive of whom are 
still living. 

Oapt. William K. Hocker, whose mlsociation 
with the affairs of Jefferson County has given him 
extensive acquaintance, is a successful planter re 
biding in Dudley Lake Township. He was Lorn 
in Richmond, Ky., on ,June 3, 1320, and is a son 
of Nicholas and Nancy (Ellis) Hocker, of 1\1ary
land and Kentucky, respectively. The fathpr 
Vi as born in 178S, and tlJe mother in 1793. 
Aftpr their marriage the parents made 1\fadison 
Oounty, Ky., tbeir home until the father's death, 
at the age of spventy three years, the mother 
dying in ] 83-t.. The father had lt~arned the 
stone mason's trade in his youth, but after the 
,Var of ] 812, he turned his attention entirely to 
farming, iu which h(:> was very successful. He 
began life as a poor man, but could point with 
pardonable pride to the fact that by his own in
di vidual pifort<; be amassed considerable wealth, 
and put himself in a position to be looked upon 
with the great8st respect by the entire community. 
He wa") sheriff of l\Iadison Oonnty for one term, 
and alflo represented that county in the legislatlue 
for the same length of time. He was captain of a 
comrany in the \Yar of 1812, and also fought under 
Gen. Harrison at the battle of Tippecanoe, besides 
taking part in a number of other Jndian fights. 
He was a 'rhig in politics and in !'eligion a 1\lis 
sionary Baptist. Thirtpen chil<1rE'n were born to 
the elder Hocker and his wife, of whom fonr are 
now living: \Villiam K., 1\Iartha Ann (wife of 
William Lackey, a farmer of Stanford, Ky.), 1\1ar) 
J. (wife of T. 1\1. Miller, a banker of Stanford, 
Ky.), and Gael \r . (wife of the late RiclJard Gen 
try, of Sedalia, Mo.). After the death of his first 
wife he was married to Mi~s Ryan, of Clark Ooun 
ty. Ky., this 1ady making him a devoted wife and 
helpmate. William K. was educatE'd at St. :Mary's 
Oollege in 1\Iarion Count), Ky. \\'ben sixtE'en 
years of age he thought it thE' proper thing to 
commence in life for lJimself and started as a stock 
dealer. Soon after he moved to Pettis County, 1\10., 
uut eight years latPl' he returned to Kentucky, 
where be remained until after thEl war. During 
that event he was in the commissary department 
of thE' Army of the Cumberland and acteL1 as pur 
chasing agent After the snrrendpl' he went to t 
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Lonoke County, Ark., hut soon after l'emoved from 
there to J effenwn County, and imlllediately e~tab 
lishell hilll~el£ in bnsiness, In 1878 be gave up 
his busille<.,s anu turned his attC'lltion to farm 
ing exclusively and has met" itll "ati~factory "uc 
cess, he ana his fa mil) oWlling "Olllf' Vf'l"y fill'" 
property. In 1'J4-~ he wa~ marril'(l to ~Iiss Liz
zie Feris, a daughter uf Dr. l\Io~ps Feris, of 
Pettis County, 1\10., out lost his wife ~everal 
months aftpr, In the year 184-7 he was united 
to ]Uiss Virgirria Brown, of Albemarle County, 
Va., this lady d) iug in 18b3 in Jefferson County, 
Ark. This marriage has made him the father of 
seven children, of whom four are yet living: Nan 
cy (\vife of Louis ~impson, a merchant of Quanah, 
Texas), Lucy (wife of Dr. P. P. Trueheart, of 
Sterling, Kan.), Virginia (wife of 1\11'. Charles 
Bickett, a wpll-lmown farmer and stock dealer in 
California and Kansas), and Willie K. (who li"es 
at home). Those deceased are Fannie ~., 1\1ary 
Brown, and Nicholas. In 1883 Capt. Hocker was 
married to Miss Irene Feris, of Hichmond, Texas, 
who has proved to be an excellent wife. The 
Captain is a mewbel' of the Christian Church, and 
is always ready to give his assistanee to any worthy 
enterprise connected with l'eligion or education. 
He is a Democrat in politic,"" nnu in secret societies 
is a Mason. At one time he wa~ one of the most 
extpnsive stock dealer~ in Kentucky, and imported 
fine cattle by tlte hundred, but of late yean:; he 
has not given his attention to that braneil of busi
ness to any great extpnt. Hp has shown what can 
be accomplishpd by a steaclfasttless of pm'pose, an 
unceasing energy and thp patience to koell steadily 
on in spite of thp obstacles and pmharrassments to 
be met with in life's struggles. V,;}/cit 'llii patitur. 

Robert R. Holmes, OIlP of the 1ll0~t promising 
of J effel'::.on County's younger citizens. was born 
in DE' Soto County, 1\1iss., December 1;3, 1S;)U, 
and is a son of Dr. L. and I')arah (Herron) Holmes, 
of the salle county and State (the latter a daugh 
tel' of Hamilton Herron, a prosperous farmer of 
Shelby County, Tenn.). The parents were mar 
ried in the State of their nativity, on Decemoer U, 
lRo 7, and maue De Soto County their home until 
the year ] ~o(), when thpy Illoveu to J pfIer::;on 

Connty, Ark., and located on the farm upon which 
Robert now resides. The father was naturally 
born to the profos<;ion he chose in aftpr life, as he 
al ways exhibited a preference for th8 study of med
icine even in his boyhood. At the proper age he 
attpndod lectures, having graduated in the literary 
departmpnt of the Univprsity of Mississippi (Ox 
ford) in 1<:;3J, and subsequently in the medical de 
partment ()f the UnivE'rsity of Pennsylvania in 
18;)7, and after graduating he commenced to 
practice in his native State. On his arrival in 
Arkansas he entered actively into his pl'ofe'3'3ion, 
ancl attained a celebrity that extended not only 
through Arkansas but in some of the surrounding 
States. He l'ose to an eminence that was as euvi 
able a"i it wcL~ deserved, an 1 hi'3 brilli'mt record in 
the medical archives of Arkansa<; are emulated by 
many, Dr. Holmes was also engaged in farming, 
and at the time of his death, which occurred Decem 
bel' 3, 1886, of swamp fever, he owned about 1,000 
acres of valuable land. He was a good business 
man, a favorite in society and popular with all 
classes. and on his death the connty l03t one of its 
most valnable citizens. He was a Mason (by which 
body hp was buried in Bell wood Cemetery, Pine 
Bluff), and in politics was a Democrat. The Doctor 
and wife werp members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, and both gave substantial aid to 
many worthy enterprises connected with church and 
educational affairs. They were the parents of nine 
children, of whom five are yet living: Robprt R., 
Lula (who married February 20, 18SJ, John A. Rud 
son, a pro~pel'ous farmer of J efferson County), Ad 
die, Sallie and Ida Lee. Those deceased are Mary 
and Finley (infants), allll O. Renty, aged eight 
een years, w bo died October J, 1880, a promising 
son, He was truly a young man of model worth, 
temperate in all his habits, unselfish, morally in
clined, full of tenderest affection and a fond and 
obeclient chIld, in short endowed with so many ex 
cellencies of mind, manners and heart that he was 
loved and ref'pected by all who knew him. Katie, 
nine years old, dieu September 22, 1887; she was 
the youngest child and thE' pet and joy of the 
household, death claiming her just nine months 
after her father. Robert R. received his educa
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tion in De Soto County, l\lis~., and at Pine Bluff, 
Ark., learning the higher branches at the latter 
place nnder Prof. J ol'dan. Upon reachiIlg" his 
twentietb year, tbe management of bis father's 
plantation was entrnbted to 'bim, and since then 
be has given it his entire attention. Under his 
judicious management it has h(-'C'n gl'eaUy im 

prove(l; new bouses erected and a cotton gin huilt, 
aDd he has displayed by more ways than oue that 
be is the right man in the right place. In politics 
he is a Democrat and active in his support of that 
party. He is regarded with favOT by every bus 
iness man in the community WllO have recognized 
his enterprising spirit, and his popularity i!'i as 
flattering as it is genuine. 

B. C. Hubbanl, M. D., is a citizen of whom 
Jefferson County can feel proud, and an honor to 
the medical profession. He was born in Uamp
bellville, Green County, Ky., and is a son of 
James M. and Sophia (Gaddie) Hubbard, natives 
of the same county anu State. rrhe father was 
born in J80G and the mother in 1804, amI were 
both members of the Baptist Church for a great 
many years. The elder Hubbard was a tanner by 
trade, and also engaged in farming, cOllducting 
both occupations with s11ch judicionsness that he 
became very sncces!-ofu1. In politics he was a 
\Vhig, and well known in political circlE'S through 
out his native StatE'. He died in Campbellville in 
the year 1b76, and the mother in 1856. Five chil
dren were born to their marriage, of whom B. C. 
Hubbal'd was the oldest, and with two others, are 
tbe only ones now living: George G. (a prominent 
physician at Munfordville, Ky.), ani! John p, (R 
farmer near the same town). Those deceaf>ed are 
Daniel and Margaret. B. C. Hubbard was eelu 
cated at the public and high schools of his native 
place, and on leaving school entered his father'" 
establishment for the purpose of learning the tan 
ner's trade. He followed this calling until 1S~);), 

and then went to Lewis County, Mo., locatillg 
near Monticello, where he remained one year. At 
the expiration of that time he returned to Camp 
bellville, Ky., and entered into the tanning busi
ness for a short time on his own account. He 
afterward moved to ~Im'ion County, and located 

near Bradfordville, continuing in husines::i until 
1~()O. In 185, he COllJmencrd the ~tud) of medi
ciu e, ana in 1H~)U no attendeu the l\Iedical Ulli 
vprsitj of Kentucky at Loni~Yille, where he gl'adu
atptl in March of the latter year. Dr. Hubbard 
then located at ,rilliamstown, Mo., for one year, 
and then moved to Canton in th", sallie Htate, where 
he l'!-'lllained until 1h()(j. That ~ ear he CaBlI? to 
Arkansa-, Post, Arkansas County, Ark., Imll prac 
ticed ill that vicini ty for two years, whpn he then 
moved to his present lo('ation, where be has huilt 
up a large practice and )ecome one of the most 
prominent citizpns in tLat section. When first 
"tarting in life, the Doctor bad Imt ypry little 
worldly wealth, comparatively speabug, but his 
energy, skill and L1eterminatioll ,"oon placed him on 
a plane \\ here lu' could look nt the world strug 
gling beneath him. In the year 1854 he was mar 
ried in Lewis County to Miss Nanc;' U. Lillard, a 
daughter of James ]U. Lillard, prominen t in busi 
ness circles at that place. Thi~ marriage gave 
them onf' child: Pattie 1\1. (wife of J uc1ge Alfred 
Witey, of Lincoln Connty, Ky.), but this daugh 
tel' dieu in 18g..L For a short time during the 
Civil 'V1H Dr. Hubbard had charge of the Char
ity Post Hospital, and condncted that iostitu 
tion with great ('rec1it to himself. In 1"68 he was 
elected county awl probate judge of Arkansas 
County, serving until 1~72. In politics he is a 
stanch Repnblican, anu a valuable man wheneyer 
be works for the interests of that party. Dr. 
Hubbm'd is a :Mason of high standing. and in re 

'ligious faith belongs to the l\1ibsionary Baptist 
Church. Hi~ skill in the medical profession, his 
many pf'rsonal qualities, and being a thorough 
gentleman, have made him one of the most popular 
lllen in his connty. 

John A. Hudgens, one of the best known citi 
zens of Jefferson Connty, and a substa ntial planter. 
way horn in Pine Bluff, in 18'+8. He is a son of 
Amhrose and ElizA., (hwin) Hudgew~, of Texas and 
Tennessee, respectively, The father was horn in 
Texa"i in the year 11:31-1., and moyed with Lis 
parents to Arkan~as in 1520, locating in Jefferson 
County, where he l'esided notil 18()O, when he 
moved to Lincoln County. He was a farm(:'l' and t 
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blacksmith, brillging both occnpations up to the 
finest points of perfection. The eld6l' HudgE'ns 
bad a remarkable memory, and could spE'f1k 
fluently five different Indian langnages. His edl1 
cation was of the best, and obtained through his own 
exertions at home. He was known far and wide as 
a hnntE'r of great prowess, uut:in later years, when 
thE' country hecame morE' thickly popnlated awl 
game wa::o thinned out, the cha~e lost its excih-' 
ment, and his trusty riflE' was hung upon thE' 
wall for good. He was highly respected by thE' 
citizens of Jefferson County during bis rE'sidence 
there, and was electEld by them to represent the 
county for ODE'term in the legislaturE'. He was 
also commissioner of improvements, justice of the 
peace. and lwld val'ious other public offices, with 
the dignity and wisdom that elicited the pro 
foundest respect. As a business man he madE' a 
success. Although a heavy loser by the late war, 
his tact and ability placed him on an independent 
basis. he having regained as mueh after that event 
as he had before. JUI'. Hudgens was a spiritualist, 
and in politics a Democrat. During the rebellion 
his sympathies were with the South from beginning 
to end. The family on both sides are of English 
descent, the mother being a daughter of Major 
David Irwin, a famous soldier in the Revolutionary 
,Val'. After the death of his first wif€> the elder 
Hudgens was marrieu to J\t[iss Jane Derresseaux, 
of Arkansas, this lady dying in J nne, 18G8, and 
in 1869 he was married to Mrs. (Adkins) Brewster, 
of Tennessee. Three children were born to him 
by his first marriage, of whom J aIm A., the prin
cipal of this sketch, is the only one now Iiving, the 
two deceased being Mary an(l David W. ; the lattf'r 
was a lieutenant in the Confederate army, and 
lost his life at Vicksburg while gallantly defend 
ing his battery. Mr. Hudgenf:> had no childrell by 
his second marriage, bnt two were born to the Jaft, 
\Yilliam and Jacob. Ambrose Hudgens died June 
13, 1880, in Lis seventy sixth) ear. John A. 1'1'" 

ceived his education in his native county, and 
passed his life in a quiet, uneventful manner, until 
the Jear 1861, when he enlibted in the Confeder 
atp army, bE'comjng a member of Capt. MeNally's 
cumpany, in the Fifteenth Arkansas Infantry, and 
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taking part in the hattll?s of Shiloh and several 
others of lesspl' note. After two Yl?ars' servici:' he 
was transfelTE'cl to th(l on1nance (lepartment, and 
bad charge of the manufacture uf ammnnition at 
ArkaJelphia, Ark, and Marshall, Tex., a position 
in which IH' distingnishpd himself. In May, lh65, 
hE' 1'01 nrneu to J ef'ferson Connty, which place he 
has nUltle hie:; home ever siuce. After leaving the 
army hE' was left allllost pennilesR, hut hi:-, df-'ter 
mined spirit and finllnec;s of purpose led hilll on 
like the hero of Excelsior, and now be can look 
proudly down from his prE'sent prosperity and feE'1 
satisfied in the reflection that it was his own indus 
try, toil and perseverance that have brought him 
where he is. l\Ir. Hmlgens owns about GOO acres 
of the best land in Oentral Arkansas~ and has 
placed about 300 acres unCleI' cultivation. In 1882 
he commenced in business, which he actively con 
tinued until the latter part of 1886. On Sep 
temher 8, 18G6, he was married to Miss Frankie 
Franklin, of Bradley County, Ark., by whom he 
has had six children: LUIlla (wife of John A. 
Pierce, a prominent farmer of this county), John 
A. (at home), Otelia (who died in her sixteenth 
year). Calla (at home), \Y i11ie, and Fannie. J\1rs. 
Hudgens is a devout, Christian woman, atld an in 
defatigable worker for the church. Her husband 
is allied with the Democracy, and is a valuable 
man to that party in his section. He is very 
popll1ar in both social and busine!:ls circles, and is 
held in high esteem. 

Hon. James A. Hudson is one of the substan
tial men of this State, and one of the old settlers 
and prominent citizens of Jefferson County. He 
is a native of Georgia, having been born in Jan
nary, 1817, in Peter::obnrg, and is Olle of three sonE 
who blessed the unioIl of Charles and Lucy (l\Ic~ 
Gehel?) Hudson, natives of Virginia. Charles Hud
son, a merchant, died in Alaban..1a when our subject 
was an infant; his wife subsequently returned to 
her father's home. and there James grew to man 
hood. In 1830, the mother with her threr- boys, 
J ames) Lawrence and Marion (now deceased), set 
tied near Memphis, and fourteen years later moved 
to J pifel'son COUllty, Ark., where she died i~ 

1572. at the age of seventy-seven. J\Iarion died in 
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this county in 1862, and Lawrence in Tennessee 
about ]839. James A. Hudson, after arriving in 
AI'kansas, made the fiI'st entry of land recon1ed in 
this part of the county, and commenced opening 
up a faI'm. In 1848 or 1k±O he settled on the 
place which he now occupies, where he has (iOO 
acres nnder cultivation, owning upward of q,OOO 
acres in Jefferson, Grant, LiI1coln and <";levelnnd 
Counties. In 1b30 he put up a gin, Hnd in 1~'-,3 

built a new gill, saw and grist mill. He has been 
one of the most successful men of this commnnity. 
He has also been engaged in general merchandis 
ing, and in 1874: took $25,000 worth of shares in 
what is now the Merchant & Planters' Bank at 
Pine Bluff, but which at that time was conducted 
under the firm name of Smart, Hudson & Co. In 
1887 he sold his interest in that conceI'n, but has 
since taken otheI' interests to the amount of $~), 000. 
Some time before the war Mr. Hlldson was com
missioned postmaster of Locllst Cottage, which 
office he has since held, with the exception of a 
short term. In 1860 he was elected to the legis 
lahue, and l'e-elected in 1g78, having no opposition 
and receiving every vote that was polled in the 
county, excepting twenty nine. In 184:0, while in 
Tennessee, Mr. Hudson married Nal1cy Gillespie, 
who died in 1867. To them were born ten chil
dren: Lucy J. Hunter (died in 1888), James 1"1. 
(of Pine Bluff), J\Iary E. Smart (of Pine Bluff), 
Mattie V. Crawforu (of the same place), :l\farion A., 
John A.. Mrs. Isabella Hogg, and ¥ialter C. (de 
ceased). "\Valter was a graduate from a well known 
educational institution of Poughkeepsie, N. Y., anG 
died soon after rehuning home. Mr. Hudson's 
second marriage was to Mrs. Mary R. Ingraham t 

widow of Benjamin F. Ingraham. They have one 
son, Freddie :M:., attending school at Lexington, 
Va.. whose object in life is to become a lawyer. 
Mrs. Hudson is a member of the Methodist Epis
copal Church, South, as is also her husband. He 
also belongs to the A. F. & A. M., and is a con
servative Democrat. Mr. Hudson is a self made 
man, and active in the interet!t of schools, having 
been school director for years. His entire career 
\efiects credit upon himself, for in every position 
in life his actions have been above reproach. 

JEFFERSON OOUNTY. 

Dr. A. H. Ingram, retired, in former times one 
of thf' most skillful physician:-; in J efff'r"on Connty, 
was bOl'n in Mecldpnburg County, N. C., on the 
13th of December, 1821, Rnd was a son of John M. 
and Rebecca (Harris) Iugrarn, natives of the same 
State, of ~:kotch origin. The father was born 
Augl.1",t ~l, 179-+, and the mother September 16, 
179(). Both gnmdpareut'3 were soldiers ill the 
Revolutionary \V ar, in which Solomon Harris, thp 
maternal grandfather, WRS woullued and captured 
at the battle of Cowppn but DPver incarcerated. 
The grandparents passed the remainder of their 
days in North Carolina, Joseph Ingram, the pater 
nal grandfather, dying in his cbair, of apoplexy, 
when in hi8 seventy sixth year. His wife died 
when forty-two years olel. John M. Ingraw was 
a farmer, which calling was followed by almost 
everyone of the male memuers on both sides of 
the family. In 1830 he moved to Jefferson County, 
Ark., with his family and sIa yes, making the en
til'e trip in wagons. On arriying he first located 
in Talladega Township, '."hich now forms a portion 
of Cleveland Connty, and bought claims, upon 
which he began cultivating th€' land and resided 
until his death, in IS38, his wife following him 
the next year. Five sons were born to them, of 
whom Dr. A. H. Ingram is the only survivor. One 
of the sons, Benjamin F., was killed at the battle 
of Shiloh ; Joseph J. commanded a battalion dur
ing the Civil \\' aT, and died after that e\ ent, as did 
also John and Thomas. A. H. Ingram, the sub 
ject of this sketch, was reared and educated. in 
Mecklenburg County, N. C., attending the David
son College at that place, only lacking two months 
of graduating when he was taken sick, remaining 
an invalid for two years. During his illness be read 
medicine, and in 184:3 grac1uated from the :l\Iedical 
College of Charleston, S. C., cOlDmencing his prac 
tice in Anson County, N. C. He remained here 
until 1837, and then moved to Jefferson County. 
Ark., locating OIl the plantation adjoining that ~f 
his father. He resided here only a short time, 
and then moved to Sulphur 8prings, where be re
mained uotil 18'-,0, with the exception of two years 
at Pine Bluff. In 1880 he returned to the latter 
city, and has resided here evE'l' since. For the 
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past fifteen years Dr. Ingram has been practically 
retired from his profession, and turned his atten 
tion almost entirE'ly to farming, his agricultural 
interests being quite extensive. He owns about 
4,000 acres of productive land, and has placed 
some 500 acres under cultivation, besides raising 
a quantity of nne fruit. Owning considerable real 
estate, from which the rentals form a splenuid in 
come, he is thus enabled to pass the remainder of 
his (la) s in comfort after a busy career. Dr. In 
gram was married in ] 8-10 to 1\Iiss Caroline P. 
SteE'le, of :\1ontgomery County, N. C., by whom 
he has had five children, three of them yet living: 
Anna, 1\1attie, and J. S. He has been a memuer 
of the Masonic fraternity since 1S:J-1, and as a cit
izen is one of the most popular and l'E'spected men 
in the community. 

Richard B. Jackman is one of the prominent 
citizen of J efl'erson County who have passed away 
within the last few years. He was born in Ken 
tucky in 1830, and came to Arkansas with his 
parents when seven or eight years of age, locating 
at Richland, but afterward settled on the land 
wHere his widow now resides. In his youthful 
days young Jackman studied medicine and at 
tended lectures at Louisville, Ky., with the inten
tion of ultimately adopting that profession, but find
ing that his preference had undergone a change 
after completing his studies, he turned his atten 
tion almost exclusively to farming, and only gave 
the benefit of his knowledge in medicine to a few 
of his most intimate friends when thE'Y reguired 
it. During the war he served in the Confederate 
Army, and held the rank of lieutenant, taking 
part in a great many important engagements and 
pedorming his duty with distinction. Mr. J ack
man was married three times, his first wife being 
Miss Sarah Moore. After her death he was mar 
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ried to Miss Lydia Lf'mon, whose death occlllTed 
some years later. His third wife was Miss Martha 
Lemon, a daughter of Robert Lemon, of Tenn 
essee, who died in Arkansas in ] 8()G. His wife 
was born in Fayette County, Tenn., in ] 1.j-13, 
and moved with her parents to Jefferson County, 
Ark., in 1860. By the first marriage 1\11'. J ack-
IDftn became the father of ten children, fonr of 
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whom survive: Richard, Estelle (wife of lVIr. Beck 
with, a prominent merchant of J efft'rson County), 
Sbelby. and Julia (wife of 'V. O. Coleman, a noted 
machini~t of Alabama). By his second marriage 
only one of two childrpn born is living, Frederick E., 
who rpsides at borne. His la'St marriage gave him 
E<1ith and Hugh, who also rpsid.e at home. Mr. 
Jackman was a prominent Masoll and helped to 
organize lllany lodges during his busy life. In 
politics he was a Democrat, and a man upon whom 
that party placed the greate~t reliance. He was a 
popular citizen and a liberal supporter of all worthy 
enterprise", and left a large circle of friends to 
mourn his death. Mrs. Jackman still ret'lidf's on 
the plantation, consistiug of 2-10 acres of valuable 
land seven miles north of Pine Bluff, and is a 
favorite with all her friends. She is a member of 
the Methoclist Episcopal Ch11rc1, South. 

James L. Johnson, one of the oldest living 
residents of Jefferson County, was born in the 
Dominion of Canada in IBl1, and is perhaps 
better versed in this county's history than any 
other citizen, having, as an early settler of Pine 
Bluff, built the- first frame house in that place. 
He came to the :State of Arkansas in 1533. His 
parents were Thoma"> and Mary (Blair) Johnson, 
natives of Long Island and Prince Edward's Is 
land, the former of whom located in New Bruns
wick and engaged in exporting timber and hUll

ber. In his later life he was a very prominent 
man, having been appointed judge of the appeJ 
late court. In this family were five sons and two 
daughters, and of these the subject of this sketch 
is now the only survivor. At the age of fourteen 
James L. was sent to Nova Scotia, wheTe he se-l"ved 
four years as apprentice learning the hade of car 
penter and joiner. Rnd at the age of twenty-two he 
started out for himself, landing in New York City, 
where he worked for several years. Going thence 
to New Orleans, he remainpd a short time, and 
later came up the river to I.Jittle Rock, finally 
reaching Pine Bluff' 8 present site, in 1837>, where 
he commenced working at his trade. But little 
inducement was offered for him to stop here, so be 
left and went up the Ohio River to Madison, Ind., 
but, after a short time again found himself in Pine t 
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Bluff. In October, 1839, he we.nt to f-)wan Lake, 
Arkans,as County, locating on a tract of land cov 
ered with heavy tim bel' and cane, and on the spot 
where his home now stands be killed bis first deer, 
despatching also a bear near by. There wen') only 
two settlers neal' him at that time. 1\11'. Johnson 
has since devoted himself to clearing his land and 
working at his trade, besides putting up gins for 
miles around In] 'i4:8 he built his present resi 
deuce. and the same year married Harrisynthe 
Racine, daughter of Athonas Racine, who married 
and mised his family in Arkan"as. Mrs. Johnson 
was born at the Post of Arkansas, and died in 
18S3 at the age of sixty eight. '1'h8Y had two 
daughters: Mary (the wife of O. M. Spellman, re
cently appointed by President Harrison, United 
States marshal of this distrirt), and Fannie. who is 
at home. \Vhen in New York 1\11'. Johnson joined 
the Odd Fellows, and wa'3 a 1\fason several years 
ago. He has taken some part in politics; was an 
old line \Vbig. and during the war was in sympathy 
with the Union cause. Though a suffmer from 
paralysis, he is engaged in planting and gf'neral 
merchandising, and by virtue of his long residence 
here as well as his true worth. enjoys a widf' awl 
favorable acquaintance. 

'V. D. Johnson, ex-judge and real estate agent, 
Pine Bluff, Ark., and a representative citizf'n, is a 
native of Fayette County, Ala., where he was born 
January 12, 1828. He is a son of Col. Greef 
and Mary (Hellums) Johnson, the father a native 
of South Carolina and the mother of Tennessee'. 
They were mauied near Knoxville, and a short 
time afterward, in 1807, crossed into Alabama, 
locating in Madison County, and being among the 
pioneers of that region. Col. Greef Johnson fol 
lowed the occupation of a farmer in several coun 
ties of Alabama, and in December, ]8~)9, made his 
way to Pine Bluff, Ark., where both he ana his 
wife passed their laf-lt d.ays. He was a captain 
in the War of 1812, under Gen. Jackson, and was 
afterward colonel of the militia in Alabama. He 
was a powerfully built man and considered a very 
handsome one. He heJel the office of county judge 

lie 
in Mississippi, and also many other offices of pub· 

trust during his life. To his marriage were 
12 

horn twelve children-foul' <ions and eigbt daugh 
tel's only two now living: Mrc;. Susan Ff'rguson 
(a l'f'si<lent of Gonzalt's County, Texa'3). and \V. 
D. Johnson (of Pine Bluff). The latter was bnt 
fivf' years of age when he accompanied his parents 
to Mississppi, and in tLat Statt' he receiveeI the 
principal part of his eilucation, being also early 
taught tIw duties on the farm. He was married in 
1~4-7 to Miss Elizabeth 'Yomack. in Yalobusha 
County, Mis')., and by hf'r became the father of 
six childrf'n, four llOW alive: Sallie (w.ife of William 
E. Sallee), Dora (wife of L. T. Sallee), John N. 
and Robert L. Johnson. After malTiage Mr. J ohn
son was engaged in merchandising for foul' years, 
when he was made deputy sheriff of Yalounsha 
Connty, 1\1is8., and filleu this po::>ition to the sahs 
faction of all. In 1850 bp moved to Pine Bluff, 
Ark., where he followed the livery business. and 
was also occupied in the liquor busine'3s a short 
time, after which he kept books about one year. 
He was then df'pnty clerk for three years, and in 
1860 was appointed notary public, thE" first onf' to 
reprpsent thp county in that capacity. Tht' samf' 
year he was elected mayor of the city, but still 
held his position of dpputy clerk, and was in full 
charge of this office when the Federals took pos
session of the place in 1863. Judge Johnson 
studied law both before and after thp war, admit 
ted to the bar in August, 18('3, and has continued 
his practice evt'l' since, being for some time in the 
office of Gpn. Yell, the noted criminal lawyer, and 
afterward a partner of Col. "V. P. Grace for seven 
years. Aside from his law practice, Judgp John
son is engageu pxtenRiveJy in the I'eal estatf' busi
ness, and in 1BG7 and ] bOb was prosecuting attor
ney for the city, and a part of the time for the dis
trict. He was disfranchised by the reconstrnction 
acts of ) 86':;, and pnfl'anchiSf'Cl again in 1'372 by 
special act of Congress. In 1~78 he was electeu 
count} and probate judge, and re elected in 181..,0 
and 1882. At present he is bandling a vast amount 
of real estate, and is doing the largest husiness in 
this line of any real estate firm in the city. Hf' 
also owns considerable town property. He lost 
his wife in J annary, 1Q()3, and was again mall'if'd 
at Pine Bluff. Ark.. in November, 18G3, to l\Iiss t 
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Carri8 O. Hairston, IV ho liyed bnt fonr months and 
six days after her marriage. The J nclge tholl tuok 
for his third wife ~lHis8 Bettie Hartin, to whom 18 

was nnited in Yalobusha Oonnty, Miss., in Odo 
bel', 1'-)8G, and by this union lwcamp thp fnther 
of two danghter~: GraC'e (a lpaehel" in the city 
high school), and Joe J ohm-un. In 1'Soi ,) ndge 
Johnson was appuintE'd assigm·E' ill tlw first hank 
l'upt case in J effprson Connty, nnd W(lS aftl'nvard 
a ppointeJ in I S6 cases as assigTwe, sptt li ng them 
up to the satisfaction of all concerned and the 
conrt. In this particular the Jndge has no supe
rior and can tell to day when asked the amount of 
each piece of property solLl by him ancl who bought 
the samp, and has a record of each. He cast his 
first vote in 1831 for .Jeif Davis for Governor of 
Mississippi, and has ah\'ays been a Democrat in 
his politieal views. He is a Royal Arch :lUae-:on 
and a Knight of Honor. 
/ Dr. Samuel J. Jones. This is a name readily 
recognized by all, and one which stanus out promi 
nently in the annals of Jeiferson County. Dr. 
Jones was born in Limestone County, Ala., De 
cember n, 11..)22, and died August :1, 188]. He 
was a son of Hardaman JonE's, a merchant of 
Huntsville, Ala., and Jane (Jordan) Jones. of Yir
ginia nativity, both of whom went to Alabama when 
chilul'en, with their parents. Grandfather Jones 
lived to be very 0]0., and died in Florida. The 
fatbE'r of our subject dieu in middle lifp at Hunts 
ville, his wife having preceded him several years. 
After his parents' death, Dr. J one" wa<; Teared by 
his grandparflllts, Capt. Samuel Jordan and \\ ifp. 
old pioneers in Alahama. Sallllwl. the oilly ~on 
of wealthy parents, was kept in school in early 
life in Virginia, snbsequeutly heing ~P[jt to Yale 
Oollege, and in IS31 graduated from the Medical 
College of Baltimore, :'tId. He practiced hi~ pro· 
fession at Paint Hock, J aek80n County, till 1~OO, 
when be removed to Arkansas. reacliiug Hal> Hoy 
steamboat landing on December H of that year. 
From tbat time until bis death, Dr. J one~ devoted 
bimfielf to bis family and professional duties, in 
which latter he was acknowledged to be une of the 
most prominent as he was one of tbp mo:-,t snceess 

ful in the county. He was a member of the Epis 
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copal Ohurch. Personally of a kind ana atYee 
tiullate disposition. and very charitable, he was be 
luvpd hy a large cirel0 of fl iemls. He wa~ active 
in the church ana Hnnday school, and whE'n the 
o\YllPT of 1GO "laves provided tlwm with a minister 
awl gavp them thE' privilpgc to attf'nd ehm'ch rpgn 
InrI,\'. DmiugthE' war hp s)mpathizpd with the 
South, thongh not in favor of spces~ion, lmt owing 
to ill health took no active part in that controversy. 
He was not very pronounced in politics, but was a 
member of the A. F. & A. ~'L Decpmber 20, 
] ~47, Dr. J ODes married his cousin, Virginia A. 
.Jones, of Quincy, Fla., danghter of Dr. S. F. 
J ones, builder of the first house, and one of the 
iirst settlers in that city. Mrs. Jones' father was 
a prominent physician and much esteemed as a 
friend. knowing no difference between rich Of 
poor. He was a noble hearted man, and while not 
a church member, he believed in the Bible and in 
the Christian l·eligion. He died at Key West, 
Fla., November 1, 1836. To Dr. Samuel J. Jones 
and his wife were born two children: Samuel (who 
died in infancy), and Edna J. (now the wife of 
Thomas H. Collier, one of the leading planters of 
this connty). Mrs. Jones still lives on the home 
place. where she snperintends a farm of over 1.400 
acres, about 500 of which are under cultivation. 
She bas been a member of the Episcopal Church 
since the age of fonrteen years, and is a lady of 
refined and educated taste'), having attended school 
in Baltimore, IHd. She was born Decembel' 20, 
1829. 

,/ Han. l\Iet L. Jones, one of the leading attor 
neys of Jefferson County, was born in Hardeman 
COUllty, Tenn., on Jnne 2, 18..W, and is a son of 
Dr. \Villialll Jones, of Virginia, whose father, 
Leonard .Jones, was also a native of the same 
tltate and of English dpscent. Dr. William Jones 
was one of thl' pioneers of Hardeman County and 
accumulated considerable fortune in that place. 
In 1~G~ he moved to l\Iemphis and practiced hi'3 
profession in that city until 18/3, when he was 
stricken with yellow fever And dien at the age of 
fifty-five years. He was a llJan of great energy, 
anu a thorough stuJent, being one of the most 
scholarly men of his time, and was almost entirely 



JEFFERSON COUNTY. 

devoted to his profession. His wife, beforE' her 
marriage, was Miss Naomi Rob'ertson, a daughter 
of Col. Charles Hobertson, of North Carolina, 
who commanded a regiment under Gen. Jackson 
at the battle of Npw Orleans. Met L. Jones pa~58.d 
his boyhood days on a farm anc1remained with his 
parents nntil seventeen years old. He then at
tended \roodland Academy, a select institution 
founded by Prof. Gwynn, and from there he went to 
Andrews College at Trenton, Tenn., and remained 
until his nineteenth year. Upan leaving college 
he went to Savannah, Tenn., and studied law for 
two years under the sup81'vision of Judge Elijah 
\VaIker and C. S. Robertson, the latter an uncle. 
He next located at Hampton, Calhoun COllnty, 
Ark., where he practiced his profession from l\1ay, 
1860, to May, 1861, the date of the State's seces 
sian, and from there went to Wilcox County, 
Ala., where he remained until joining the Fourth 
Alabama Regiment, and then hurried on to the 
battle of Manassas. He continued with the army 
in Virginia until the surrender, with the excep 
tion of four months spent in the Trans 1\Iis 
sissippi department, taking part in the battles at 
Bull Run, Manassa:;, at the capitulation of Har
per's Ferry, Seven Pines, 1\lechanicsville, \Vhite 
Oak Swamp, Chickahominy. JHalvern Hill, Sharps 
burg and Gettysburg, and at the second battle of 
Manassas he was wounded in the head by a minie 
ball which has left a permanent indent11re in the 
skull. He was again wounded at the battle of 
Malvern HiB by a bullet in the thigh which yet 
remains in his bOdy. 1\Ir. Jones first entered the 
army a8 a private, but his gallant actions in battle 
won for him the rank of first lieutenant of Com 
pany C, Fourth Alabama Reg.imeut. then major 
of his regiment and later on lientenant-colonel, 
afterward being appointed to staff duty in the 
department of Henrico, Va. \\"hile at l\Ialvern 
Hill he commanded a sCluadron, and at Gettys 
burg his service was strictly that of a soldier in 
the Army of Northern Virginia. After the war 
was over he returned to Hampton and resumed 
his practice in Calhoun and the adjoining coun 
ties, his clientage being one of the largest in 
that section of Arkansas. He l'emained here until 

January, ]870. and then, in order to place better 
facilities before his children in the VI ay of social. 
educational and religious matters, he moved to 
Pine Bluff, and in 1Si2 formed a partnf'rship with 
J uc1ge "\Villiam ]\1. Harri"on. Two: ears later the 
latter gentleman was elected to the supreme bene·b. 
which necessitatecl a dissolution of the firm. III 
]874 he entered into partnen,hip with Judge David 
\Y. Carroll, which coutinued until 1c.s78, when the 
lattflr was elected to the office of Rtate chancellor. 
since which time ]\II'. .Tones bas practiced alone. He 
has always been in the front rank of his profef'lsion. 
and has in every instance relied upon his own 
jndgment in every case he has handled, and in
stead of committing his clients to other lawyers, 
has followed their cases np to the Supreme bencL 
in person. In all complicated matters he has 
striven to adjust differences without having re
course to the courts. and has settled a great many 
important cases with serious detriment to his own 
purse temporarily. He has never had an opposing 
counsel to ask his indulgence in a case but what 
he has granted it, unlf'ss seriously conrlicting with 
his client's interests. \\ Lilf' making la,,, his prin 
cipal business, 1\Ir. J oneR has paid some attention 
to farming. and owns several large tracts of land, 
rendering him, financially, one of the most solid 
men of the State. In politics he is a Democrat and 
a leader among his party. He was a pre:-:;idential 
elector for Seymour, and a delegate at large from 
Arkansas to the National Democratic Convention 
at St. Lonis in 1~10, as also at eYf'ry State conven 
tion since the war. In 1866 61 he served as a 
member of the House of Representatives, but it is 
against his nature to seek public office, being de 
voted to his la,Y library and the quiet of domestic 
life. l\Ir. JODes was married near Oamden on 
Augu<;t 27. 1860, to ]\Jiss Rebecca Roberts, of 
vVi1cox County. Ala., a daughter of Alfred Roll 
erts, one of the largest planters of that State. 
Mrs. ,Jones is a member of the Pre~byterian 

Church, and an earnest. devoted Christian, while 
hel' hn~band, although not a member of any par 
ticular churrh. is a lwlievf'l' in the Bible and its 
teachings. Four children have been born to their 

illunion: 'Villiam. Htella, Nona and l\let L.. 
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whom the parents take great pride, aIHl ar8 giving 
them the best education to be obtained. In spcret 
societies 1\11'. JoneR is a member of I. O. O. F., 
Knights of Honor, Knights of the Golden Rule. 
ForresterR and Royal Arcanum. 

j 

Arch Ledbetter, a Rllcce%fnl planter and well 
kno\\ n citizen of Jefferson Connty. wa<; born in 
:l\Iadison Oounty, Ala.. May 23, 1 q;-n, and i" a 
son of Asa ana Elizabeth (Skelton) Letlbetter, of 
Georgia. The father was born in the year 1S01 
and the mother in 17<JO, their marringe OCCUlTing 
in their native State. Shortly after that f'vent 
they moved to Alabama and settled in 1\Iadison 
Oounty, but changed their location again to 1\lar· 
shall County, where they resided until the father's 
death in 1833 and the mother's in ] q;)S. Both 
were mf'mbers of the Methodist Church, and pious, 
Christian people. The father was a Democrat in 
politics and a prominent man in Marshall County, 
where he followed farming for an occupation. 
They were the parents of a large family of chil 
dren, of whom Arch Ledbetter was the youngest, 
and the only one now living. After his father's 
death, wbich occurred when Arch was seventeen 
years old, the latter commenced farming for him 
self on rented land. Inuustry was one of the vir 
tUf'S that had heen inRtilled in the young man by 
his father, and his teaching bore fruit, as is wit 
nessed by the son's after career. At the end of 
one year he was uniteu in marriage to Mrs. J\Iar 
garet I. Ricketts, of TenIlesRee, who became the 
motber of four children: J. B., T. L., M. T. anu 
\V. D., all residing at home. Mrs. Ledbetter was 
born in ] ~~-t-, and died in 1889 at her husba.nd's 
hOllie in Je-fi'erf'on County, Ark. Mr. LE'(lbet 
tel' continued to resiue ill Alabama until the year 
] SOH, when he moved with his family to J effer 
son County, Ark., and commenced farming and 
raising stock. In connection with this he now 
operates a cotton gin and grist mill, and own:-, one 
of the b(>st farms in the count). His success is 
assured, and it is certainly desen ed, for his bnsi
ne<;g ability and good management have placed 
him in an independent position from a commence· 
ment with almost nothing. In July, 11)S9, he 
was married to 1\1rs. Mollie L. Dickinson, of Dal 
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las County, Ark, a charming widow, and daugh 
tel' of ,J ailll?S S. Gibson. This union gave them 
one child: Oalista O. Mr. Ledbetter is a member 
of the J\Iethodist Episcopal Ohurch, South, and is 
steward of his congregation. In politics he is a 
Democrat, and has given his pal'ty considerah](> 
aid h,\ nsing his influence in their behalf. HI? is 
a prominent figlue in all social affairs of his com 
mUlIity, and is much respl?cted. 

RobE'Tt I. Lemon, one of the leading citizem; 
of Jefferson County and a prominent planter, was 
born in Fayette Oounty, Tenn., July 15, IS4-8, 
and is a son of Robert and Martha (Danzy) 
Lemon, of Virginia and Tennessee, respectively, 
although the mother's parents were nativl?s of the 
formpr State and left it about the time of their 
daughter's birth. They resided in Fayette Oounty, 
Tenn., where Robert Lemon met and won his 
wife, and there remained until their removal to 
Arkansas in 18()O, locating in Jefferson County. 
The following year the mother died, and in 1866 
the father also passed away, both dying believers in 
the Methodist faith. The father was a successful 
farmer, and while in Tennessee held several prom 
inent public officl?s. He came to the State of Ark· 
ansas not with the intention of remaining, but to 
pass through and settle in Texas, but tbe war 
breaking out at that time prevented bim going any 
furthpl', and finding the soil and climate every 
way suitable he concluded to locate. During the 
war his sympathies were with the Union, but be 
remained neutral as far as possible. He and his 
wife were the parE'nts of seven children, of whom 
Robert I. was the sixth; five are yet living. Rob
ert was educated at Pine Bluff, and after bis 
father's death commenced in life for himself. He 
had learned the carpenter's trade, and went to 
\Yashington and Benton Counties, following that 
occupation for three years. At tbe end of that 
time he returned to Jefferson County, which has 
since been his borne, Having in the meantime 
given part of bis attention to farming, in 1570 he 
found that his success would necessitate his devot 
ing his entire time to that calling. He now owns 
300 acres of fertile land, all made by tbe sweat of 
his own brow and good management. On June 

l 
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3, 1877, he was married to 1\1iss Oornelia East, a 
daughter of A. H. East, of Jefferson County, but 
was parted from his wife in 1885, who dieu, Ieav 
ing four children: Edward H., Charles N., Lydia 
J. and R. I. They also lost Olle child, who died 
in infancy. On February 10, ]887, he wa~ mar 
ried to :l\1rs. Oallie V. Harrel, an amiable and 
charming widow lady, and a uaughter of James 
H. Griffin, of Fayette Oounty, Tenn. This lady's 
former husband was JUl'. J ncob Hanel, a prom 
inent citizen of Jefferson Oounty. Both l\fr. and 
1\'1rs. Lemon are members of the Methodist Epis 
copal Church, ~outh, and earnest Christian people. 
1\Ir. Lemon is a Mason, and in politics a Democrat. 
His popularity and prosperity could not have fallen 
on a man more worthy, and the high estimation the 
community place upon his citizenship has been 
well earned. 

Capt. Sam Lindsay is very familiar to the citi
zens of Jefferson County. The name represents 
a planter and merchant of Pastoria, whose enter 
prise is almost proverbial in the surrounding coun 
try. He was born in Pine Bluff, Ark., in 18-!0, 
and is a son of \Yilliam H. and Catharine (Coch 
ran) Lindsay, of Virginia and Kentucky, respect
ively. In his youth the father had been appren 
ticed to a tanner, and upon leaving his native State 
in 1836, and arrivjng at Pine Bluff, Ark., he es 
tablished a business of that nature. Soon after
ward, however, he gave it up and turned his atten
tion entirely to farming, and in this business be 
came one of the most successful and substantial 
men in Pine Bluff. He lost a large part of his 
fortuno by investing in slaves up to as late as 1861, 
and aUeT the war was over his wealth had dwin
dled to a considerable extent. He was in sym 
pathy with the Bouthern Btate~, but never entered 
the anny during the strife, although he rendered 
them valuable service on vaTious occasions by 
scouting, in which capacity he was an adept. In 
politics Mr. Lindsay was a Democrat. He was the 
second judge Jefferson Oounty ever had, and 
served as justice of the peace for eight years. His 
birth occurred in 1812, and he died in 1869, while 
taking a trip to Memphis, Tenn., his wife uying{;::852. Some years after the death of his wife. 

1\11'. Lindsay was married to :l\Iiss 1\lahala Moore, 
of Rutherford County, Tenn., who died in J t'ifer 
son County, Ark., in the year IS07. By his first 
marriage he became the father of six children, or 
whom two are yet living: ~am and \Yilbur F. 
(the latter a farmer in Arkansas County), and by 
his last marriage he had two children, of whom one 
only is living: Edward, a farmer in J effenwn Coun 
ty. Bam Lindsay was educated in Pine Bluff and 
had hardly finished bis school days when he en 
listed in the Confederate army. He joined Com 
pany H of the Ninth Arkansas Infantry as a pri 
vate soldier, but bhortly after his efficiency was 
TecognizeJ and he was promoted to first lit'u 
tenant. One year later he was appointeu captain 
of Company F in the same regiment, and six months 
afterwaru. was transferred and given command of 
Company K. He took part in a great many bat
tles, some of the most important being at Shiloh, 
Vicksburg. Baker's Creek, Port Huuson, Jackson, 
Da1tnll and Atlanta. At the battle of Shiloh he 
was wounded in the left leg, and during the Geor 
gia campaign he received a minie ball in his right 
arm which caused him to lose that member. He 
was paroled at Macon, Ga., in June, 1CS65, and 
returned to Jef'ferson County, where he again com
menced farming. In connection with his farm 
Capt. Lindsay also embarked in mercantile life at 
Pastoria, where behas established an enviable repu
tation. He has been postmaster of that town for the 
past five years. and for eight years previous he 
held the office of j Llstice of the peace for Pastoria 
Township. The Captain wa" married on April 16, 
ItjG7, to J'rIiss Sallie Bayliss, a daughter of Thomas 
and Elizabeth Bayliss, by whom he has bad three 
children, Anna, Samuella and Antonette, who are 
living, and two who have died since: Florence and 
Rizzley. Capt. LinJsay and his wife are members 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, Bouth, in 
which tbe fonner bas held several responsible po
sitions. He is a Democrat in politics, and as a 
citizen he is one of the most popular allo enter 
prising in the county. He is neyer hackwanl in 
aidillg any vmrthy enterprise, but in fact is alway::; 
one of the leaders. 

N. U. Lowry, retired, Pine Bluff, Ark. Mr. 
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Lowry is a native of Tennessee, born ill Henry 
County, in June, 1Q2:1, and io the son of haac and 
Rebecca (Crosswell) Lowry, natives of North Car 
olina and Tennessee, respectivply. The elder Lowry 
left the land of his nativity when a youug mall, 
went to Tennessee, ano. after his marriage located 
in Stewart County of that State, where in connec 
tion with farming he also followed the teacher's 
profession for some time. LatE'll' he moved to 
.Memphis, resided there about two years, and in 
1840 removed to Arkan~as, locating in what is now 
Drew County. where he closed his eyes to the 
scenes of this world in the following June. He 
nerved in the ,Yal' of 1812, participating in the 
battle of New Orleans, ano. was also in SOllle of the 
old Indian wars. He served as shE'riff of Henry 
County, Tenn., for several years, and wao a man 
uni vel' I:l ally respected. His wife died in July, 
1S41. Their family consisted of foul'sons and two 
daughteTf>, all of whom grew to maturity, and five 
became the heads of families. Threp are living at 
the present time: N. C. (subject of this sketch), 
John R. (who residf's in Arkansas), and D. B. (who 
is a residf'nt of Texas), N. C. Lowry came to 
Arkansas with his father in ]8-10 and remained 
with him until his death. He then commenced 
learning the blacksmith trade the following winter, 
and served <l"l an apprenticc £01' threE' years, after3 

which, or in J"IJJ, he erecil3 d a ~hop ancl was ill 
acti ye lmsinE'ss for ahout eight yem s. Finally he 
,",old ont and entered a stoJ'P, where he clPl'ked nn 
til thp br('aking out of the late war, when he pn
tererl the Confederate sf'l'viee a,", a mechanic, serving 
in that eapacit,Y until the ('lose of the war. After 
,"ranI he returlled to his former bm,iness of clerk 
iug, which ht' contillued up to the winter of 188801' 
11.S8U. 'Vhen Mr. Lowry located at Pine Bluff (in 
18~J) it was then a small villagf'. ancI the wood 
near wa.., full of bear anel dper. He was marrif'{l 
hert' in 1SJFi to Miss Christiana 8mart, a native of 
CalToll County, 1'en11" hut rearec] principally in 
Arkan~a:-;, allcl the daughter of J o'JPphus Smart. 
To 1\lr. awl l\lr~. Lowry were horn five :-ions: 
Douglas (grown and married), A rchit' (also mar 
ried), Jehu (a young man), Charles (a young man), 
and Henry NeaL 1\Ir. Lowry is a Royal Arch 

r 
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Mason, and has ~E'l'\'ed in several official capacities 
in thf' Blue Lodge and Chapter. 

\\ illiam T. Lytle, farmer, Altheimer, Ark. 
rrhe farm which l\lr. Lytle now owns and conducts 
in snch an pnterpri'iing, inuustrious manner, em 
bracos ahout :380 acres of good lanel, with about 
200 acres under cultivation, forming one of the 
neat, comfortable homesteads of the county. The 
improvements npoll it are convenient and complete, 
and such as are necessary. He is a natIve of 
Mississippi, and was born March 27, 1842. His 
father, Robertson Lytle, WltS born in tbe Buckeye 
State, near Dayton, in 1812, and secured a fair 
education there. He moved from his native State 
to Mississippi in 1837, was married there the same 
year to Miss Louisa Cloyes, a native of Arkansas, 
and the fruits of this union were eight children, 
foul' sons and four daughters, of whom three are 
still liying, two residing in Arkansas and one in 
Mississippi. The father was a farmer, currier and 
shoemaker by occupation, and was an upright, 
honest citizen. He was a member of the Masonic 
Lodge, and he and wife belonged to the Methodist 
Church. 'Yilliam T. Lytle was favored with fair 
facilities for acquiring an education in Jefferson 
County, Ark., and his spare moments WeI'e pasRed 
in attending to dllties arollnd the home place. 
February 8, 1863, he married Miss Nancy Mayes, 
a native of Arlmn<.;as, and a daughter of Bryant 
and Harah :Mayes. Thi"l union has resulted in the 
birth of six children, three sons and thref' daugh
ter,"" all living, and three residing at hallie, but 
the others in the neighborhood.. They are named 
as follows: ,Yilliam F. (who married Miss Lilly 
Coen), Emma L. (the wife of P. D. :lUatkins), Es 
telle (wife of John Woodall), Robert, Rosie B. and 
Bryant E. Mr. Lytle has always followed agri 
cultural pursuits and has heen quite successful in 
this respect. He is a member of the American 
Legion of Honor, having joined ill ] 884:, has been 
a melllbpl' of the Knights of Honor for four years, 
and has belonged to the :Masonic fraternity for 
four months. During the late war he enlisted in 
1861, undf'r Gen. Price, and his first hard fight 
was at Corinth, 1\liss., wherf' he was slightly 
wounued. He with others was taken prisoner at 
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the siege of Port H uelson, and there paroled, being within the reach of ever}Tone. His trade has 
obliged to live on mule meat two weeks. After assumed ex.tensive proportions, and he is one of 
being exchanged, he soldiered in Arkansas until the bnsie!"'t men in Pine Bluff, hardly having time 
the early part of 180;), when he was taken prisoner, to look after his real estatp interests, of which he 
and then released, engaging the same spring in owns considerable in that city. As a salesman aua 
farming, his present occupation. His wife died a thorough bUfiines'S man, l\1r. McClurE' has at 
1\lay 6, 1884, and on August 4, 1885, Mr. Lytle tained well desel'v8(1 reputation. In 1860 he was 
took for his second wife 1\1rs. Delia G. Johnson. marrieu to l\1i:-;s Alta :\lcDowell. of Bartow Coun 
He and wife are members of the Methodist Church, ty, Ga., by ,vhom he has had five children, only 
and are respected by all. one yet living, Lillie. ]HI'. and Mrs. 1\lcClure are 

J. W. D. l\lcOlure, dealer in pianos, organs, both members of the Cumberland Presbyterian 
sewing machines, book'S and statiol1ery, and one of Ohurch, ano. are deeply intere..,ted :in all religions 
the leading citizens of Pine Bluff, was born in Bar- and educational matters. In secret orders he if-i a 
tow County, Ga., on the 8th of Septplllbel'. 1bJ-l:, member of the Odd Fellows, Knights Templar, 
and is a son of John and Nancy (Beauchamp) 1\lc- and Knights and Lallie::, of Honor. During the 
Clure, both natives of the same State, of Irish and Civil ,rar he enli'3ted in Oompany A, Eighth 
French origin, respectively. The father was an ex- Georgia Battalion. and ':ierved until the surrender. 
pert mechanic hy trade, and a well known man in He was appointed chief of scouts in the latter part 
that section of country. Both parents died in of that event, but the war was over before he re 
Georgia, leaving three children living out of six ceived his cOlllmis:-,ion. M1'. :lHcClure was a brayp 
born to them: Amanda (wife of R. 1\1. Hardy), and gallant soldier in those trying times, and took 
James W. D., and Mrs. Olive Hammet. J. 'Y. part in the principal battles of 1\Iississippi and 
D. 1\1cOlure, whose name heads this sketch, was Georgia, and was also in Sherman's march to the 
reared and educated in his native county, attend- sea. 
ing the public schools of that place. He was ,R. V. 1\lcCrackell, one of the leading citizens 
apprenticed at an early age at the machinist trade, of PiDe Bluff, now retired from active business 
but did not complete his time. He then leal'ned life, was born in Limestone County, Ala., on De-
the carpenter trade, which calling he followed un cember 0. 18:10, and i" a son of ·William and 1\1a1'
til leaving the State. In 1877, coming to John garet (Fox) ·McCracken, of South Carolina and 
son Oounty, Ark., he located at Old Hill, and en Kentucky, respectively. The father was a promi 
tered into commercial life, there remaining for nerj.t survE'yor, anll one of the finE'st mathematicians 
three years, when he was employed by H. G. Hol- in the South, and for some years was also engaged 
lenburg as traveling salesman for musical instrll in mercantile life in Alabama. in which State his 
ments. and continueu with this gentleman one year. death occurred, the mother dying at Colurnbu"i, 
Later, he was employed by Smith & 00., for the 1\1iss. The paternal granJfather, James l\lcUrack. 
same length of time, as traveling salesman, and en, wa~ a native of Scotland) who emigrated to 
then took charge of the branch office of this firm America Rml settled in r nion District, South Oaro
at Pine Bluff. They afterward soJd out their lilla, afterward remOYillg to Alabama, where he 
lmsiness to Mr. Jesse French, with whom 1\11'. 1\lc resided until his death. R. V. 1\IcCracken was 
Olure l'I~mained until J uue, 1880, when he Pill educated in the public schooh, of hi~ native State. 
barked in the same business on his own account. and remained in that place until his eighteenth 
He carries a fullIine of instruments, all of the very year, when he came to Little Ro('k, Ark., and en 

j 
best make, and has established a very succ8'Ssful terec1 a hnsine,"s hou,"e at that city. During his 
patronage. His musical honse is the only one in term of employment he I'ead law, and was also in
Pine Bluff, and he has a monopoly of the business, strncted by Elbert H. English. afterward chief 
but in spite of this advantage he keeps his price'S jU':itice, and in Ib52 located in Pille Bluff. In t 
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1';,38 he was licensed to practice law ill all the 
conrtb, and continued at hifl proft>::"sion with sue 
cess until the year 11374:, when be abandoneu the 
law Hnd entereu into the insuranct:' bnsiue",s. He 
has represented fifteen of the best companies ill 
the United States, and transactpd nearly all of the 
insurance businE'ss in that section, until his failing 
health forced him to give it n p. f·3ince then he 
has lived in practical retirement and eabe, hoping 
to close a somewhat btorrny life with a calm awl 
beautiful old age. 1\1r. J\IcCracken has alwaj:-, 
been a liberal man in his views as well as in a 
financial sense, when it came toward advancing 
the public welfare. He served sevpral terms as 
treaSUl'er of the city of Pine Bluff, and gave entire 
satisfaction to the people in that capacity. In 
1SoG he was married to Miss Virginia Harding, of 
Kentucky, aIHl although he has never had any 
children of his own, he and wife have reared sev
eral orphan children with all the tender solicitude 
of true parents. In religions faith J\Ir. and Mrs. 
McCracken are members of thE' Episcopal Church. 
The former belongs to the Masonic fraternity, be 
ing a Knight Templar, amI associatE'd with the 
Order of the Myc;tic Sbrine. He takes an active 
interest in religion'"> and educational affairs, amI 
ha'3 attendell three sl:'ssiono.; of the general conven 
tion of the Epio.;copal Church. 'Whell Mr. Mc 
Umckell first came to Pine Bluff in ] 8:):2, it com 
prised only about ;)00 inhabitants, anu upon 
locating in the woo rls (now thp beart of the city) 
people laughecl at him, but thp WiS<lOlll of his 
choice has heen "iuhstantiateJ, and he can now ap 
ply the old lllaxim that .. he who laughs last 

laughs best." 
Robert D. McGanghy. one of J effenwn Oounty" s 

leading citizens and a man whose representation 
of E'llterprbe is of the l)f>::-t, was born in Lawrence 
Oonnty, Ala., 1\Iay 1~1, ]8;-30, and is a Fon of Eli 
A. awl Rebecca (Stewart) McGaughy, of Indiana 
and Alabama. respectively. Both parents were 
memIJl?rs of the Cnmberlancl Prefo,hytprian Church, 
and sincere, Ohri:-.;tian people. In politics the 
father was a Democrat and wielded considerable in
fluence amongst the lien of his party. He was a 
prosperou'-) farmer during his life, and on the oc 

casion of his death in 1bGU, at the age of 63 years, 
left a very good fortune. His wife died before 
him, ill ll.,-W, aud he afterward married Mrs. 
Mary HU8ssl1. By hi.., first marriage he became 
the fathpl" of a large family, of whom seven chil 
chen lived to mabll'ity, but two only remain at the 
present time: Hobert D. and Eillma, wife of Uriah 
Herron. a prominl?"nt ballker of Paris, Texas. Ro
bert D. was educated in Alabama and remained in 
his hirthplace until Febrnal'y, 1S57, when he left 
home and came to the State of Arkansas, locating 
in Jefferson County, He immediately commenced 
farming, an occupation of which he had a practi 
cal knowledge, and from 1874: to 1878 was en 
gaged in commel'cial life at Colton Center, build 
ing up a profitable trade during that time. He now 
owns 2.80 acres of very fertile land and has placed 
about 17;) acres nnder cultivation. In May, 186]. 
he enlisted in Company E. Sixth Arkansas Infantry. 
and served until the surrender at Greensboro, N. 
C' 1 l\Iay 2, 1865. He took part in a great many of 
the important battles and a number of minor en
gagements, besides innumerable skirmishes. Prin 
cipal among them were the battles of Shiloh, Mur
frpesboro. Missionary Ridge, Chickamauga, through 
the Georgia campaign, N pw Hope Church, Kene 
saw Mounbtin, Resaca, Atlanta and Jonesboro. At 
the latter place he was captured amI confined for 
nineteell days before he wa'3 exchauged. He thE'n 
fought at Franklin. Nashville and Bentonville, 
N. C., seeing Rome very hard senice and 
performing his duties in a manner that often won 
the praise of his superior officers. After the war 
was over he went to Alabama to look after his 
father' 8 business, but after one year's stay ill that 
State he came back to J 8fferson County, which he 
has made his home ever since. In 1888 he was 
elected jUl::>ti,ce of the ppace of Plum Bayou 'l'own 
sbip, an office that he filled with pntire satisfaction 
to everyone. On October 2..!-, 1865, be was manied 
to Miss Josephine Stephenson, of Alabama, but 
lost his wife in Jefferson County, on May 15, ] 875. 
She left two daughters, one of whom resides at 
home with her father. The other child, Ella, died 
in her thirteenth year. J annary 12, 1876, Mr. 
McGaughy was mauied to Miss Ida J. Oherry, 
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of Toledo. Cleburne Connty, Ark. by whom he 
had three children; Ellward D., Floy E. and 
Harry G. This wife (liE'd AUgllst ;':51, J8'-,5, aml 
on May HI, 18'37, hE' wa.:; married to Miss MamiE' 
E. Stephenson, a sister of his fhst wife. This 
marriage gave them one child, Robert Earl. l\Irl:l. 
McGaughy is a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and a devout Christian woman, earnf'st in 
her endeavors to do good on every occasion. Her 
husband is a Royal Arch l\Iason, and in politics a 
Democrat. 

Emmett 1\I. l\1cGaughy, M. D. The study of 
medicine is an intricate one, and the man who at 
tains a proficieucy in that calliug bas canse to feel 
prond iwleecl bis pride is pardonable. Dr. Me 
Ganghy has reached au eminence in his profession 
which. to attempt a portrayal of his work, is fonnd 
to be out of the biographer's reach. However, 
the outlin€'s of his life may be passeu over that 
some idea of his success ma~~ be had. He was 
born in Pine Bluff on 1\larch 21, 1861, and is 
a son of Dr. J. Paul and Mary O. l\IcGaughy, of 
Alauama and Arkansa:-;, respectively. The father 
wa~ a Doted physician and a gl'aduate of the Uni 
ver . ..,ity of Louisville, Ky. He fir3t commen('ed 
to practice meuicine in Flat Rock b8fore the war, 
and in 1871 rno, ed to Pine Bluff, where he also 
embarked in mercantile life. Later on he retired 
frow business aml turnell his attention exclusively 
to farming, in which calling he was extremely 
prosperous. His de'-1th occurred in 1879. when 
fifty two years of age. The mother dieu in 187:2, 
and ~ as comparatively a young woman at the time 
of her death. She was a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, an earnest Christian 
woman and much allmil'ed for bel' charitable deeds. 
In politics the father was a Democrat. Seven 
children ,vere born to their marriage, of whom six 
are still living: Belle (wife of George Lindsay, con 
nected with the firm of G. Meyer &, Co., at Pille 
Bluff), H. C. (with the mercantil€' honse of R. 8. 
Thompson, at the same point), Ernest (in commer 
cial life at Fort Payne, Ala.), Fannie, Marshall 
(salesman for Westbrook &, Co.. at Pinp Bluff). Lula 
(who died in her fOluth year), Eddy (who died in 
illfancy), and Emmett 1\1. The latter wac.; educated 

ill Pine Bluff. aud graduatell from the high schools 
at that place in 1881. In the salllP year he com 
m8nced the study of medicine nnder Drs. Owen 
and All'xander, of Pine Bluff (both now deceased), 
and after eightpell months' instruc;tion from thew 
he attended lectures at the University of nouisville. 
He commenced to practice his profession at Rob 
Roy and remaineu there two years, afterward re 
moving to Goldman, where he remained a short 
time, and then to Corner Stone, in which place and 
in the surrouuc1ing country, he has huilt up a fine 
practice. In J nne. 18<iU, he wa'l married to J\Iis':) 
l\Iary Oliphant. a daughter of L. H. Oliphant, of 
Jefferson County. Mrs. J\IcGaughy is a member 
of the Episcopal Church. The Do~tor is a promi
nent lUason, and in politiC's a stanch Democrat. 

Samuel 1\1. MC'Gehee, one of the old resident 
planters of this connty, has seen considerable of 
pioneer life, huving come to Arkansas in 1337. 
He was born in Meriwether County, Ga., Sep 
tember 1, 1828, where he was reared. having few 
school advantages, and where he cast his fil'st 
vote. At the age of twenty one he commenced 
clel'l,-ing in a general store for $8 per month and 
boarel, at Griffin, Ga. On this small sum he sup 
ported himself for two years. Jater engaging in 
farming in his nativE' county, and four years later 
removed to Arkansas, locating in the vicinity of 
where he now re::.,ides, and becoming one of the 
leaJing farmers of tiis sf'ction. He has upward 
of 250 acres of open land devoted to the best pur
poses of agricultural life. In 1861 1\11'. McGehee 
errlisted in the Confederate army. in", hat was caned 
the Fogin Guards, and was made first lieuten
ant. They went to Virginia, camping on the Po
tomac, where he remaineo till his health gave onto 
when be was transferred to the -Western depart
ment. He then helpell organize the Trans JHis~is-
~ippi department, and served as (luartermaster. 
He was at Arkansas Post. January 10, 1~D3, but 
succeeded in making his escape, also taking part 
in a number of skirmishes during service, anil at 
the battle of Williamslmrg, Ya., he was shot. though 
by the ball hitting hi<1 watch and glancing off he 
was not inj ared. In 1Ci()4 he was elected to t be State 

legislature but did not serve. In lRiO he was c~~ 
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missioned postmaster at Double \Yells (which it; at 
biA home), named from two wells on his place. 
He has since held the office, with the exception of 
one year when he resigned. H(-i has been very 
successful, anll now owns --1,000 acres of goodlalld. 
~1r. J\IcG~hee' s first wife was Miss Mary Black-
well (sister Ot Thomas P. Blackwell), who wal-) born 
in 1820, and died in 186G, a member of the l\letho
dist Episcopal Church. They haa a family of six 
children, two of whom are now living: Dr. 1\ia1'
shall M. (living and practicing in Georgia), and 
Sarah E. (wife of A. B. Craig of this county). 
8eptember 11, 18G(), 1\Ir. McGehee was married to 
his present wife, formerly Miss Eliza J. Griffin. 
She was born in Fayette County, Tenn., in the yeal' 
1832, and was the daughter of Lucy and Perry-
man Griffin, of Kentucky, the former of whom 
died in 1873; the mother is still liYing at the age 
of eighty-eight, but for ten years has been de· 
prived of her eye· sight, the affliction resulting 
from measles. Mrs. Perryman is one of three 
living out of a family of eight children. She has 
bepn .a resident of this county since 1839, having 
come here with her parents. One son, Franklin 
0., is the result of this union; he was born D€'cem
bpI' 2, ] 868, graduated from thp Central Collegi 
ate Institute, at AltuR, Ark., and is now teaching 
his fourth term of schooL 1\11'. 'McGehee and his 
wife are members of the 1\iethoclist Episcopal 
Church, South, of which he is steward, and be has 
been a lay member of every conference at Little 
Rock for the last twenty yearH. He is a Demo 
crat, taking some interest in county and State 
elections, ana has held thE' office of justice of the 
peace for some years, and it is recordE'd that soon 
after taking that office he married a couple on 
horseback. His father, a farmer and local Metho 
dist minister, was a native of Georgia, and mar· 
l'ied Sai-ah Martin, of the same State. He was a 
leading worker in the church, was in one of the 
Indian wars of Alabama, and held a commission as 
major in the Georgia State militia. He was horn 
in 1805, and died in 1876. Hi~ wife was born in 
1804, and died in ] 8()8; she was an active member 
of the Methoclist Episcopal Church, a lovely woman, 
h't bl k' 1 nel generous to a fault 

~_®j ___C_,_a_l'_l_a__e_'___ln_c__a___________, _________. 

Marcellus C. McIntosh, M. D., is another 
bright light in thE' medical profession of ArkanDas, 
10catNl at Sherrill, Jefferson County. He was 
UOl'n at Palmetto, Ga., on November :3, 1850, and 
is a Bon of l\Iarcellus E. and Barbara J. (McBride) 
l\IcIntosh. The father was a1 <;0 a physician of 
note, and a graduate of the Medical College of 
Augusta, Ga., in lS45, and practiced his profes· 
sion in that State and Alabama. He was one of 
the most intellectual and. scholarly men in his native 
State, and attained a high eminence among the 
medical fraternity. During the late war ht> st>rvt>d 
as surgeon in the Confederate army, anu per 
formed such work that had the U niteu States such 

f 	 institutions as the Iron Cross of Emope he would 
have been entitled to the honor of being so decor
ated. His father was Jesse McIntosh, of 8cotland, 
who emigrated to America and settled in Morgan 
County, Ala., where he also practiced medicinp, 
and gave part of his attention to a plantation. 
This McIntosh was one of tbe largest and wealth
iest planters in Georgia at that time, and well 
known throughout the Southern country. The 
McBride family are old and well known residents 
of GeOl'gia, and are noted £01' their merchant 
princes as well as the McIntosh family are known 
for their famous physicians and surgeons, the firm 
of McBride & Co. being onl:\ of the largest in At
lanta. The parents of Marcellus C. were both 
members of the Baptist Church, and took great in
terest in religious and educational affairs. The 
father had been a prominent Mason, and had taken 
nearly all the higher degrees, besides belonging to 
several temperance societies. In politics he was a 
Democrat and a valuable man for his party, as his 
influence in that section was considerable. Seven 
children were born to their marriage, of whom five 
grew to maturity and foul' are yet living: ~lary 

L. (wife of John 1\1. Adams) a prominent planter 
of Chambers County, Ala.), Dora E. (deceased, 
who was the wife of l\IcCuin Robinson, of Lee 
County, Ala.), JHarceJlus (who is at present in, 
8an Francisco with a brother), J\ial'cellus C. and 
William P. The latter was the third child born to 
the parents. Like his forefathers he inclined t 
toward the medical profession, and was a graduate 

__________________________________________________~,~===.~ 
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of the College of Physicians aml Hurgeom; at Bal 
timore, the Johns Hopkins Univer~ity ill the same 
city, and of the male academ) at. 'Yest Point. He 
is now connected with the United States l\larine 
Hospital service, and is stationed at San Francisco, 
Oal. :Marcellus 0. was educated at thp home 
schools, and first commencec1 to study medicine 
under his father and elder brother. He began 
wben eight yearA old, and continued with them 
until 18'S2, when he attended lectures at the 001 
ege of Physicians and iSurg-eons at Baltimore. 
After graduating from that collegf' he was a thor 
ough physician and entered into active work at 
Palmyra, Ark., where he remained a short time, 
and then moved to Greely, near the boundary line 
of Lincoln and J effersoll Oounties, practicing at 
this place until 1885. Dnring the years 18b3 So 
he attended the :lUemphis Hoo.,pitall\ledical Oollege, 
and after graduating from that institute, moved 
to Oornel' Stone and again began to practice, but 
the following year he changed to his present loca 
tion, \Vhile at Baltimore he was assistant sur
geon to a well known physician, and at l\Iemphis 
was assistant at the UiLy Hospital, but virtually 
bad entire charge of the place. In February, 
1':l8G, he entered tbe United ~tates 1\Iarine Ser
vice and remaineLl a short time, and upon obtain 
ing an indefinite leave of absence he came back to 
J ei'ferson Oounty. where he has resided ever since. 
In 1SS5 Dr. McIntosh was marriecl to :Miss Mary 
Hndgens, a daughter of "William H... Hudgens, of 
Lincoln County, but lost his wife in January, 1'380. 
The Doctor is a member of the Missionary Bap
tist Church, and in secret societies a Royal Arch 
'Mason and Odd Fellow. In politics he is a Demo 
crat. As a physician ancl surgeon. Dr. McIlltosh 
has few equals and no superiors in Oentral AI' 
kansas, and his record among the medical frater
nity is snch that his name will long livf:' in the 
annals of Arkansas professional men, 

Evander N. McPhail has not attained to the 
position which he occupies as a merchant and 
property owner of wealth and in:fluence through 
any untoward circnmstances, bnt rather by reason 
of his energy, enterpri"e and acute businpss good 
management.. He is a native of Fayetteville, N. 

c., where he was born June 17, 184-3, being a son 
of Alex and Jean (Campbell) McPhail, both orig
inally from Jnra, ScoUanu, who came to North 
Carolina in 1~;j9, and to Arkansas in 11)66, thE'ir 
ueath occurring in the latter State. Evander re 
ceived his education at the Academy in Fayette 
ville, N. 0., and ill 1 'S6l entered the Oiyil 'Yar 
under Gen. D, H, Hill, as a member of the First 
North Oarolina Infantry, He was tranqferred to 
Starr's battery in 1663, where he remained till the 
close of the war, having participated in the battleb 
of Big Bethel, BE'ntonville, Goldsborough, Ply 
mouth, Petersburg and Kingston. In 186() he 
came to Arkansas with his parents, opene<1 a stock 
of general merchandise, and is still successfully 
occupied in the business at Linwood. He has -:125 
acres of valuable lanu, on which he raises princi 
pally cotton and corn, He is a stanch Democrat, 
and has bpen a Mason seventeen years, and is en 
terprising both in public and private affairs. In 
18GG Mr. McPhail married ]\rEss Annie Puryear, 
of Virginia. In 1884 he was again married, Miss 
Maria Jackson, of .Jefferson Oounty, Ark., becom 
ing his wife. They have two children, Jean, aged 
two and one half years, and Marion, aged one and 
one half years. 

George L. J\Iadding is a mel'qhant and farmer 
of Madding, Jefferson Oounty, Ark. Few names 
are better known to the bnsiness and agricultural 
world than Mr. Madding's. He was born in Col 
umbia, Tenn., on February G, 1848, and is a son 
of Raleigh and Sarah (Mayes) 1\Iadding, of Hali 
fax Connty, Va. The parents were married in 
that State and moved to Tennessee at an early 
period, locating in Maury Oounty. when the city of 
Oolumbia was composed of only a few houses. 
Both parents were members of the Baptist Church 
ancl earnest Chri~tian people. In politics the 
father was an old line 'Whig, and one of the best 
known politicians in that part of Tennessee during 
his life. The elder 1\~auJing was of Irish origin, 
and came from his native country with his father 
to the United. States, where they located in Vir 
gmlu. The mother ,vas of Scotch descent, They 
were the parents of ten children, of whom George 
L. is the youngest, and five others yet living. ThE' 
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father died in ] 8G6, when seventy three years of 
age. and the mother's death occurred in 11"'1' fifty 
eighth year. The names of their children are: ,r illium S. (a prominent farme-r iu J efl'erson Coun
ty},Melissa (wife of Capt. 'V. S. IHalcomb, a farIUpr 
anu extensive stock raisur of Arkansas County), JUrs. 
,Yo S. 'Yilcox (widow of Capt. 'Vilcox. now ref>i<1
ing in Arkansas County), Emily (also io Arkansas 
County), D. F. (farming in J efi'er5011 County), and 
Gf'orge L. (the principal in this sketch). George L. 
carne with his parents to Red Fork, Ark., anel was 
then' educated. He was just intending to prepare 
for a collegiate course when the war interrupted his 
plans, awl he was forced to do without. Two of 
his brothers were killed while in the Confederate 
army: John at Bowling Green, I{y., and Albert 
at Oak Hill, Mo. 'Yhen twenty years of age 
George commenced in life for himself. He was 
employed by others for about two yean;, when his 
spirit of independence began to assert itself, and 
he entered into an agreement with another party 
to farm on shares. After this ventUl'e he farmed 
on rented land up to the year 1870, when he came 
to New Gascony, Ark., and entered into commer
ciallife wit h a capital of $] 73. He remained at 
New Gascony until the year 1888, and was very 
successful in his ~arious enterprises. At the pres 
ent time he owns ~,] 00 acres of very fertile land 
in J eiferson County, and 1,100 acre.,,; in Arkansas 
Oounty. Ont of this he has placed 1,300 acres 
under cultivation. ,Besides his large farming in 
terests :1\11'. Madding has established a branch store 
at Oornpr Stone, which has bE'E'n running four 
years: one at Swan Lake, which ha"3 been e"3tab 
lished for two yean;, and one upon his farm at 
l\-1adding, which place has bp(>ll named after him 
aF) a mark of honor. He deals in supplies of every 
nature, and has eAtablished a h'ade amounting to 
over $60,000 annually, and his name throughout 
Jefferson Oounty is oue of the most sUDstantial 
financially in that section.. In 1~75 he was mar 
ried to :Miss Atlanta Massey, a daughter of Maj. 
J\!. 1\1. l\-1assey, formerly of Humphreys County, 
Tenn., but now of Arkansas Uounty, Ark Five 
children were born to this union: Clara A., Freu 
erick E., George- T., ,John ,Yo and Oharles J., the 
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first child dying in her fOUl,tb year. Mr. Mad 
ding is a prominent member of the K. of H. and 
Ie of P. In politics he is a stanch Democrat, 
and that party has a valuable ally in him, owing 
to hi~ infhwnce ill that county, and it was through 
this fact that MadJillg postoflice wa.., e~tablished 

ill lbS7. 
,John T. .lY1arsh, commiRsion merchant, Pine 

Bluff, Ark. Amollgst the representative classes 
that go to make up onr commercial fabric, that of 
commission merchant forms an important part. In 
this line of business is found a thoroughly repre 
sentative firm in that of Messrs. Mar'3h N, Atkin 
son, the well known commission merchants. Mr. 
1\Iarsh owes his origin to Troup County, Ga., 
whel'e his birth occurred on March 23, 1843, hav 
ing been Dorn to the union of John J. and Cath 
erine (Goodwin) 1\1arsh. John J. Marsh was a 
native of North Carolina, grew to manhood in that 
State and later went to Georgia, where he met and 
married Miss Goodwin, a descendant of a noted 
Georgia family. He was a farmer and followed 
this pursuit ill Georgia until 18..J.tl, when he moved 
to Louisiana, locating near Vernon, Jackson Parish. 
In 1830 he moved to Olaiborne Parish, rf'ared his 
family there and received his final summons about 
1880. He served through two of the Indian wars, 
and for bis bravery aDd gallant condnct was pro 
moted to the rank of major. John 1'. Marsh grew 
to manhood in Louisiana, and like most of the 
youths of that vicinity as he grew up he devoted 
his time and attention to farming, receiving in the 
meantime a good common school education. 'Yhen 
eighteen years of age he enlisted in the Uonfeder 
ate Army, Seventef'nth Louisiana Infantry, as pri 
vaLe (June, 18(1), and served until cessation oT 
hostilities, when he was paroled in J nne, 1865, at 
Alexandria, La. He participated in the battle of 
Shiloh-Fanning, Port Gibson, where be received a 
gunshot wound in tlw side, hut only disabled for a 
short time, when he participated in the following en 
gagements: Black River, Ohoctaw Bayou, and was 
in the whole siege of Vickshurg. He was captured, 
paroleu and was afterward in the engineer depart 
ment. After the war he returned home, tilled the 
soil for a year, and in IS()() went to New Orleans, t 
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where he attended school, tabl1g a thorough eom 
mercial course. In Ib67 he came to Arkansas and 
located at Monticello, where be was marripd in 
October, 186'3, to Miss Bettie White, a native of 
Tennessee, and the daughter of Chm'lps C. 'Whitp. 
Mr. Marsh was book-keeper at Monticpllo one year, 
aftel' which he followed agricultural pnrsuits for 
two years, and then moved to Bahada, when·' he 
was engaged in merchandising, and was also intpl' 
ested in the lumber business. He then rpsumed 
his former occupation of tilling the soil, and in 
1874 moved to Pine Bluff, where he was occnpied 
as book keeper until 10,77. f)ubsequelltly he was 
on the road as traveling salesman fm about thrpe 
years, and then in 1881 began the general mel'can 
tile business with limited capital. He soon worked 
up a fine trade and now has the largest commission 
house in Pine Bluff, doing an annual trade of 
about $400,000. To his marriage were born two 
interesting children: Elmo and Ada, and he ana 
family are member'S of the Baptist Church. Mr. 
~1arsh has served as aldt>rman of his ward for two 
terms and to the satisfaction of all. He is a mem
ber of the Masonic Lodge, being P. 1\1. of Pine 
Bluff Lodge No. (HI; H. P. of Lafayette Royal Arch 
Chapter No.7; E. C. of Damascus Commandt>ry 
No.8, K. T.; C. R. of Sahara Temple, A. A. O. N. 
M. S., and D. D. G. M. of the Third district. 

Joseph J\ferrilL capitalist, Pine Bluff, Ark. 
No name is justly entitled to a morp enviablp place 
in the history of Jefferson Oounty than the one 
that heads this sketch, for it is borne by a man 
who has been usefully and honorably identified 
with the interests of this county, and with its ad 
vancement in E>very worthy particular. He was 
born in Rockingham Oounty, N. H., and is the 
son of \Yilliam and Mary (Sweat) Mprrill. There 
were three sons and one daughter in the family, 
Joseph being the youngest. He was reared in 
New England, and at the age of eleven years was 
apprenticed until twenty one to learn the trade 
of shoemaking anJ. tanning. At the c1o")e of his 
apprenticeship he worked at his trade for five years 
in Boston. He then went "Vest. stopping at Hid 

ney, Ohio, where he had a shoe shop for nearly 
three years. The bUBines5 not heing remunerative, 
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and his health being poor, ht> wpnded his way 
f1onthward, and landed at Little nock, Ark., in 
December, 1835, whpre he at once found friends 
and congenial employment as a c1E>rk in a store. 
In 18..1-7 he foJlowed his whilom employer and 
fri(-,,[]d to Pinp Bluff, Ark, continuing in tht> same 
lint> of husiness. Pine Bluff then had bnt three 
storps and few honses. In 1840, he 0 pened a store 
of gpneral merchandise, which he prosecuted SHe 

ces~·;fully until 1800, when he sold out. Hp was 
postmaster also dm·jng most of this time. Hp, like 
many othE'l's, sufferf'd heavily from the ravages of 
war, and also by reason of the bankruptcy of others 
thereafter. Enough of his good earnings were left 
him, hO\"'I evel', to enable him to add to his landed 
property by thl:' purchase, at reduced prict>s, of 
available lands and city lots that have since rna 
terially enhanced in value. His planting interests 
are constantly becoming more extensive, and he 
has now full) UOO acres of good bottom land in a 
nice state of cultivation. Mr. Merrill is the 
fonnder of the" Merrill Institnte," not yet com 
pleted. At a cost to him of at least $20,000, and 
on a choice and valuable lot by him deeded, he has 
cansed, under the auspices of a board of trustees 
previously selected by him, to be built a brick 
building, ;)Ox114 feet, three stories in height, witb 
a tower, containing a lecture hall, a libTary, a well 
equipped gymnasium, and commodiou'3 parlors, for 
the use of the young people of the city, to improve 
tbem physically, morally, and spiritually. 'When 
completed, the building will be a credit to the 
architect, and the institution an bonor to its donor. 
Mr. Merrill is near eighty years old, and remark
ably active. He was never quite strong, yf't by 
moderatt> care bids fair to add many more years to 
his usefulness. 

G. MeyeI" one of the leading boot and shoe 
merchants in Pine Bluff, whose business has been 
established since 185(), first in partnership with 
1\Iarks Levy until the war, and since tben alone, 
is a nativt> of Bavaria, Germany, and was born 
on July 4-, 15H(). His parents were Henry and 
Marion ( Came) 1\Jeyer, also natives of Germany, 
where both parents resided until their death. In 
It)31 Mr. l\leyer left his native country and sailed 
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from Antwerp for America. landing at New Orleans 
after a rough voyage of over seventy clays. He 
then procpecled to Ouachita, La., whf're he rp
IlHtined until 18:l(), and tben came to Pine' Bluff, 
Ark. Heeing tl18 fnhue of this cit)T wa'i likf'ly to 
he n prosperous one, hI" remained aIHl eRtnbliHlJsd 
himself in the genpral mel'chandisp business, also 
planting to a considerable extent. Mr. Meyer'!". 
accuracy in foretelling the futnrp of Pine Bluff 
shows him to have been a careful observer and a 
shrewd man, and to uay he not oIlly has one of 
the oldest establisbed houses in tbat city, but owns 
several thousand acres of the most valuable land in 
Jefferson County, npon which be is principally 
raising cotton. He is a prominent figure, and an 
influential man in all affairA of the city, and has 
served sevel'al tenus as alderman and school di 
rector, having been director ever since the creation 
of thf' school district of Pine Bluff; as a memoe!' 
of the building committee, he bought the sites npon 
which aU the scho01 bouses are locaLed. In secret 
societies JUr. :l\Ieyer is a member of the Masonic 
fraternity, and also of the Knights of Pythias. 
He was married in 1567 to lUiss Bertha S. Rubel, 
of Misbissippi, by whom he has had seven chil
dren: Florence lone. Ike Rubel. l\Iay B., Corinne, 
Yoe C., Alice S. and Percy B. Since coming to 
his adopted country 1\11'. 1\Ieyer has firmly em
bedded himself in the confidence and esteem of his 
fellow citizens, hath in a business and :1ocial way, 
hi~ legitimate and ~(luare methods of doing busi 
ness. and his many personal qnalitieH, winning for 
him a hO'3t of friends. 

j 

James C. Mitchell, one of the leading citizens 
and a prominent plantf'r of Jefferson County, was 
born in that county December 23, 18J(), and is a 
son of J obn B. and Mary (Dereuisseanx) Mitchell, 
of Arkansas. Tbe father was a snccessful and 
well kno\vn plantN, who di",d on the fm ill where 
his son now re::.iues, in ]&.t7, leaving hi", famil} in 
a more tban comfortablp condition, a.., far as wealth 
was concerned. He was a Democrat in politics, 
and in religion a member of the Catholic Chnrch. 
The :Mitchell family are of French desc€nt, and 
among the oldeFt fopttlers in the State. After the 
fathee s death his widow was married some years 
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later to 1\lr. Frank D. Vallier, a nativE' of Arlmn· 
sas, whose death occ.nrred In 1SGG, when forty five 
yean; of age. He wa.., alw a Catholic in religion 
an(l a Democrat in politics. tiome of his fore 
fathers were in the vVar of 1312, and also fought 
in many batth~:-; against the Indians. The mother 
wuo.; \)o1'n 111 1817, and ha:--, l't'siJ('u 111 Jpfferson 
County since 1~;iH, making her hOlllf' with James 
c., her son, for the past few ,Years, and is a devout, 
Christian woman, and a member of the Catholic 
Church. Her firtlt marriage l'et:>ulted in the bi.rtll 
of six cbilun"n, of whom James U. is the only one 
now living, and there were no children by her 
second marriage. James C. Mitcbell was educated 
ill the schools of his native place, and ,resided with 
his mother nntil the spring of 18G~. when he left 
borne to enlist in Capt. Frank G. Vaugille's com
pany of Col. Monroe's regiment. He took part 
in Price's raids, and fought ill almost all of the 
battlf's during that memorable campaign. After 
the wal' was over be returned home and turned his 
attention to farming. He entered into the work 
with a will and determination to mak8 a success 
out of it, and bis efforts thns far have met with 
flattering results. He now owns about 320 acres 
of valuable land, and has placed HiO acres under 
cultivation, and raises some of the finest crops in 
his connty. 1\11', Mitchell has never Jet met the 
lady who could win bis head, and has consequently 
l'emained R bachelor~ but ont of ('he many pairs of 
brigbt eyes that surround him, cupid may yet find 
a mark flom which to Rend his shaft. He is a 
member of the Catholic Church, and in politics a 

Democrat. 
Cbn,1'les F. Moore, one of \Y illiamette' ~ SlicceRS

ful and promising merchants, was born near Hot 
Springs, in 18Gl. His grandfather was Robert L 
Moore, a merchant of Nashville, who died at an 
adyancf'd age. His fatber was James H. Moore, 
a native of NashvillE'. who came to Arkansas about 
18-!:4-, ana settled at Arlwllsas Post, where be mar
rieli in ]831. remaining until his death, at the agp 
of sixty years, in 1~b3. He wa!". one of the lead
ing men of thfl country, and at the time of his 
demise beld an official appointment in the agricul
tural department. He was active in politics, a 
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Mason, and a member of the Epif':C'opal Church. 
During the war he served in the Confl?Ql?rate arlllY 
as colonel, and in 1'36B went to Texas in the (FIaI' 
termaster' s department, continuing in sP[\'ice until 
the close of the war, when he returned to his faUll. 
His wife was formerly Mise:; Adelaide ,f. FmTPlly, 
a native of Arkansas, and a danghter of TerrpncE' 
Fal'l'elly, of Ireland, originally, who camp to the 
United States E'arly in the nillE'teenth century. He 
was a lawyer. and became located in the 'ferritory 
of Louisiana, but Jater moved to Arkansas PosL, 
where he became a prominent citizen. He was 
also a planter, and the first sheriff of Arkansas 
County, WE'll dE'serving his reputation as one of 
the county's leading men. He had a family of 
six children, two of whom are now living: Chades 
C. and Eliza E. Longtl'eE', of Little Rock. In 
Mr. ThIoore's family were seven children, fonr of 
whom are living: Sallie E. Austin (of Pl?ndleton, 
Ark.), Th'Iary Thi. Brooks (of Brooks, Ky.), Fannie 
G. Pendleton (of Douglas. Ark.), and Charles F. 
The. mother diE'd when Oharles was a slllall boy. 
She was a membE'r of the .Methodist Episcopal 
Ohurch. The subject of this sketch was reared in 
Arkansas Connty, attending school at St. Th1ary's 
College, in Marion, Ky., and graduating in 1879 
in the scientific and commercial departments. He 
is a civil engineer by profession, and so well quali 
fied for the position was he that he held the office 
of county surveyor of ATkansas County from 1C;80 
to 1886. He is now engaged in general meTchan 
dise business at 'Yilliamette, in partnership with 
L. Sullivan. He is a member of the Catholic 
Ohurch, and a young man of enterprise and worth. 

S. O. Motes, farmer, Altheimer, Ark. lUI'. 
Motes may be classed among the rising agricultur
ists of this county and township. Although still 
comparatively a young man he has had an experi 
ence in tilling the soil which places him among the 
pTogressive young men of the community. He 
was hOTn in Caldwell PaTish, La., on February J4, 
1830, and is the son of Samuel P. ThIotes, a native 
of 'Yestmoreland County..Penn., born ThIay 31, 
1809. The elder Motes was fairly E'ducated in 
his native State, and in 1830 moved to Louisiana, 

~~re he married Miss Cynthia Sutton. a native 

of that State, and the daughter of Reuben and 
Julia Sutton. The marriage of Mr. and ]\Irs. 
:l\Iotes rpsulted in the Lirth of twelve children, six 
sons and six danghtprR, of whom only four are now 
living, and all rPRide in J etferson County. They 
arf' named as follows: Julia (wife of Maj. B. F. 
Busby), Hosie F. (wife of John Franklin), ,Villiam 
P. (who married Miss Maria Tidwell). and S. C. 
The father was a prominent tiller of the soil, and 
was the owner of about 3, (00 acres of land, 700 
of which are under cultivation. He was also a 
physician of e"tablisbed repute. He and wife were 
lllembf'l's of the ThIethodist Episcopal Church. S. 
O. ThIotes was reared to farm labor. and received 
his education in the schools of ThIemphis, Tenn. 
He has all his life followed the occupation to which 
he was brought up, and is at present the owner of 
about J30 acl'f'S of good land in J etferson County, 
one mile from Altheimer. He belongs to the 1\1a 
sonic fnlternity. has held the office of ty IE'r for 
several terms, and is the present incumbent. Al
though not a member of any church he contributes 
liberally to all laudable enterprises. 

,Viniam P. Motes. a pTominent citizen, and one 
of the best known plan tel's of Jefferson Co unty, 
was born in Carroll Parish. La., July 21, 1'357, 
and is a son of Samuel and Cynthia (Sutton) Thlotes. 
The father was a native of Tennessee, who moved 
to I..Jouisiana upon reaching his maturity, and there 
met his wife for the first timE'. After their mar 
riage they removed to Arkansas Connty, Ark., 
where the father died in 1805, at the age of fifty 
five years. The mothel' is still living, and resides 
with her son, at the age of seventy thl'ee years. 
The elder Motes was a noted physician, and a man 
of sound intellect, and dm'ing his residence in 
ArKansas County was one of its leading citizens. 
He accumnlated considerable wealth, both from 
his large practice and from outside interests. In 
politics he was a Democrat, and a man whose ReI' 
vices were valuable to that party. He and wife 
werE' both worthy members of the Methodist Epis 
copal Church, South. Hi~ family continued to 
reside in Arkan~as County until the year 1~IO, when 
they came to J eft'ersoll County. There were twelve 
children born to the parents. of whom nine lived 
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to maturity, anel four still survive: Sam C. (a 
prominent farmer of this county), \rVilliam P., Mrs. 
Rhoda Franklin (of J effersoll County), and J\1rs, 
Julia Eusby (wife of Maj. Eenjamin Em;hy, a 
wE'althy plantf'r of the same connty). ,rilliam r. 
was pdncated in J e-ffer~ol) and '" hite Conntie-s, hnt 
at sixtC'en years of age, he left the school room to 
tate the agpncy of his brother in-law's (B. F. 
Busby) business. HE' a;;:;sumed these duties for 
fivp years, and at the end of that time, purchased 
820 acres of land, and commenced farmiIlg on hiR 
own account. At the present time he is the owner 
of and controls 1. 000 acres of land, all of it being 
under cultivation, and is one of the most solid 
men in Je-fferson Oounty, a substantial reward to 
his energy and industry, when it is considered 
that after the war the family were left without a 
remnant of their fortune, and William was com
pelled to start with nothing in thE' world but his 
intelligent mind and enterprising spirit to aid him. 
On October 28, lSQ5, he was married to }\-irs. 
:L\1ariah (Beauclaire) Tiuwell, a charming widow, 
and a daughter of 1\11'. Thomas Beauclaire. This 
lady was born in Tallahassee Oounty, Miss.. and 
by her marriage with Mr. Motes became the 
mother of two children: Walter and Benjamin. 
She also had two children hy her first marriage: 
Charles and Henry, all of them living. Both 
parents are members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Routh, and in politics Mr. Motes is a 
strong Dpmocrat. Fortune has rewarded him for 
hi1'> perseverance, and he is now one of the most 
successful planters and traders in his ,:)pction, tbe 
business he does amounting to from $10,000 to 
$15,000 annually. Hp is a highly e-;te-emed and 
popular citizen, and. commands considerable in 
flnence in business and flocial affairs. 

j 

Capt. J. 'Y. M. ~furphy is well known m; one 
of the leading men of his township, baving 
founded the town of Macon Station, where he now 
resides. His grandfather, Erlward l\Iurphy, came 
from Ireland when a young man, and settled in 

Tennessee. dying at tbe age of HH. His father, 
Archibald J\furpby, was born in 1791, in an In 
dian fort in Sevier County, Tenn., and was the 
youngest of three brothers who served in the 
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Jackson 'Var; be died in JRGl, in Hardin Conn 
ty, Tellll. His wifE' (who di<'Cl in the same year) 
was formerly Miss "Mary l\fnnua, of Tenuessee 
birth and bringing up, born in 1800. The sub 
ject of tbis sb,tcb, tbe fourth in a family of eight 
children, first fiay·, thl? ligbt of day in Lawrence 
COI1IIty, Tpnn., in 1h2!1. Ther!? he wns reared, 
and at the ag!? of lIineteen cOlllwenced the hattIe 
of life for himself, following farming till HmO. 
In 1S33 he went to Texas, but returning soon after 
to Pike County, Ark, he carriPll on a milling hus
iness till 18GO, when he came to Pine Bluff. At 
the beginning of the war he was captured thE're 
by the Oonfederates, and tried for treason; on 
being released b.v his friends he joined the Union 
arm} unner Powell Olayton, as captain of scouts, 
having 117 men under hi.;;, charge, in which capa 
city he served till the close of the war. Mr. 
Murphy has he1d various offices in Pine Bluff for 
sixteen years, serving as constable, and for seven 
years as marshal. In 1883 he removed from Pine 
Bluff, and has since been occupied in running a 
saw mill and also a general store. He also has a 
farm well nnder cnltivation, and at present is post 
master at this place. 1\11'. 1\lurphy is a member 
of Post No. 44-, of the G. A. R., at Pine Bluff, 
and is a fitanch Republican and very active in pol 
itics. He belongs to the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, having built a neat little church 
edifice in Macon. An extensive experience in 
travel over the NortLprn anc.l Eastern States, has 
given him hberal infOl mation in regard to these 
sections. JUr. Mui'pb;-' s first wife W;1,S Melinda 
Puybrn, of Hardin Connty. Tenn., whom he mar
ried in lR47. She was born in lQ29, aIld in lSf)8 
died in Pike Oonnty, Ark. To this union were 
born four children: J obn 'Y. (ueceased), Louisa 
(deceased), Anna (wife of Lorenzo Weaver), and 
Josephine (wife of Rev. John McCoy, of this 
State). In 18G2 Mr. 1\Iurphy mnn-led 1\1iss Eliza
bpth HOUE'lts, of Virginia nativity, born in 1829. 
who came to Arkansas with her parents in 184:9. 
To them have ut'en born three sons: James P., 
Archie and Martin Luther, all deceased. }\Irs. 

Murphy is a member of the Baptist Church. 
Arthur Murray, editor and proprietor of The t 
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Press Eagle, Pine Bluff, is a native of that city, 
and was born on November 1, 185U. His parents 
l'emoved from Virginia to Arkansas in 1852, and for 
some years prior and subsequent to the Civil ,Val', 
the father, Judge John C. l\lurray, was judgp of 
thE' Ele\"enth judicial ('ircnit, and one of the lead
ing lawyers of the State. ThE' eldest brother of 
l\II'. l\Iurray wa"> a ,Yest Point cadet and Confeder 
ate soldier, who was killed at the battle of Atlanta, 
Ga. In the closing year of the Civil 'Val', two 
days prior to his death, Col. Edward l\Iurray hau 
received a commission as brigadier-general and was 
the youngest officer of that rank in the Confederate 
service, being only twenty-two years old when 
killed. Judge 1\1urray dying in 1868, his son 
Arthur was thrown upon his own resources at a 
very early agE', and was deprived of even a common 
school education. For several years hE' supportE'd 
his widowed mother by peddling fruit upon the 
strE'ets, anu whE'o twelve years old entered the old 
press office (that paper thE'n being edited by Col. 
'\Vyatt Thomas) as "dE'vil" or office boy. Young 
l\Iurray mastered all departments of the printer's 
art, and within eight years from the time be first 
entered the office, was a part owner and sale euitor 
of the paper, which had in tbe meantime been con
nected with the Eagle. Later on bE' purchased bis 
partner's interest, and since 1883 1\11'. Murray, 
has published and edited The Press Eagle unas· 
sisted and with unusual SUCCE'~S. His journalistic 
career has been somewhat E'vE'ntful, as he is a fE'ar 
less writer. and has a faculty of attacking local and 
political abuses in so vigorous a manner as to make 
him many E'nemies among the corrupt classE's. 
He has often been attacked upon the street for 
foiling the disreputable schemE'S of some designing 
mountebank or politician, hut in each encounter of 
this kind hE' has preserved his honor anu his life, 
though he has been called upon to exchange leaden 
missiles at short range morE' than once. In South 
east Arkansa'3 it is now accepted as a fact that 
editor 1Hurray is responsibl e for eVE'ry expression of 
his paper, and that while doing injustice to no one, 
he cannot be swerved from his convictions of right 
and duty, or be maue to 'withdraw from any position 
he assumes as a journalist. His paper has a large 
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anu eVE'r increasing circulation, and the profits 
thereof have made bim indepenuent of his news 
paper business. 1\11'. l\lurray, by jndicious in
vestments in this l'apidly dE'vE'loping city has aeCll 
mulatE'd about $3G.OOO worth of pro(lnctive 1'E'a1 
estate, and is prohably in bE'ttel' financial condition 
than any other newspapE'r man in thE' State. In per 
sonal appE'arallCe he is abovp the medium hE'ight and 
WE'll proportione<1, and his eouuterHUlCE' indicates 
the quiet determination and strength of charadpr 
that overcame the uisadvantages of poverty ancl 
lack of education, and made him one of the reprE' 
sentative citizens of the metropolis of Southeast 
ArkansaE>. 

Archibald Niven, a prominent planter anu ex 
county clerk of Jefferson County, 'was born in Anson 
County, N. C .. in DecE'mber, Ib:W. and is a SOil of 
Duncan and Flora (McDougal) Niven. both natives 
of Highland Scotland, and married in that country. 
The parents left Scotland and sailed for America in 
181 9. locating in Anson County. N. C .. on their ani 
val in this country. The father commenced farm 
ing and made this place his permanent home until 
bis death in 186:3. The mother died previously, in 
185G. They WE're the parpnts of seven chilurE'n, 
of whom four are yet living, Archibald being the 
youngest. He was rE'ared and instructed to the 
duties of farm life in his youth. and when looking 
out for au occupation of his own, naturally tUl'nE'u 
to what he was most adaptE'd for, and has followed 
that calling with success all his lifE'. He was 
elected to the legislature of North Carolina, and 
servE'd byo tE'rms while residing in Anson County, 
and al~o held other ciyil officE'S, and for a few 
years engaged in merchalldising at that place. In 
18GU he came to Arkansas and bE'ttled in Jefferson 
County, locating at Pine Bluff for a short period. 
He then moven to bis present farm in Niven 
Township, that place being set out in J S,~), and 
being namE'c1 in 1\11'. N ivE'n' s bonoI'. He rE'~ided 
herE' for tf'n years and thE'n movE'd to Pint' Bluff, 
his present home. In Ii) ,S Mr. NivE'n was electE'd 
county clerk, and held that office for six YE'ars, 
IE'aving his pOf>ition to thE' sincE're"lt l'E'grets of tbe 
pE'oplE' he had served so well in that timE'. 1\11'. 
Niven has bE'en desE'rvE'dly successful in his farm t 
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ing operations, and now owns about HOO acr('s in 
NiveIl Townshiv, with 200 acrE'S under cultivation, 
his principal crop being cotton. H8 was lllarrieu 
in 185~ to ~Iiss Martha Redfern, of North Caw 
lina, hy whoDl he has had five chiltlren, four of 
tht'lll ypt living: John W., Archibald B., Dougal 
1\1. and Nora 1. 'The one (lpceaspd was Flora. 
~Ir. Niyen mvns a beautiful home ill Pine Bluff, 
ailll has an interesting family to make it one of 
tbe brightest in that cit). He and wife are Dlem 
her" of the Presbyterian Church, and arE' always 
active and liberal in their support of any charit 
able enterprise. ~1r. Niven is a prowiuent wem 
bel' of thE' ~Iasonic fraternity. 

T. J. Ormsby, a well known attorney and jus 
tice of the peace in J efl'erson County, was born in 
Petersburg, Va., on November 2, 18~;-3, being a 
Ron of Joseph 'V. and 1\Iary S. (Hpath) Ormsby, 
the former a native of 'VeIls River, Conn., and the 
mother from Petersburg, Va. 'rhe Ormsbys are 
of 8cotch origin, whose forefathers came over in 
the 1Hayfiower and landed at Plymouth Rock after 
ward settling in Connecticut, and in later years 
spreaJing throughout New York, Npw Jersey and 
other t;tates. The fami]~ have always been peuple 
of prominence, the father having been one of the 
most notable lawyers of his day, and prncticell 
with such men as Dongla'3 and Lincoln, the one a 
great statesman and the othel' our martY1'ed Pres! 
dent. In 18-1::> Joseph \Y. Ormsby moved to 
Illinois and settled in Exeter, Scott Oounty, where 
he practiced his profpssion, and became one of the 
best criminal lawyers in the Statt', representing 
his county in the legislature for beveral terms. 
His d.eath orcurrerl in Adrian, Mich. On the 
mother's side the family were of pqual prominence 
in Virginia. They wpre thp parents of ouly one 
child, T. J. Ormsby, who remained. with his mother 
until her death at Pine Bluff. T. J. Ormbhy firf't 
came to Arkansas in lS58 and. located in Ashley 
County. In 1~61, when se\'enteen yean; of age, 
he enlisted in the First Arkansas Rf'gimE'nt, with 
the rank of first lieutenant, and seI'Ved tbree 
ypar8 through thE'> war. He was wounded. at Mur
freesboro by a rifle 1)a11 in the right hand, and 
betwePll Chickamauga and Atlanta received a bul 

ARKANSAS. 

lei in hi:-, left han<1. He was captureu a bhort 
d.istance llf·lpw Corinth and confin{-'d, but daringly 
madp his eseapp one night arni(l a showpr of lead 
from his guanlH. Hl' afterward took part in Hw 
battlE'S of Farmerc,ville, Chickamauga, ~Iissionary 
Hillg'f', Atlallta, Ga., Ht. Mumford and Perry 
ville. In 1S!)7 he came to Pi[l{-' Bluff awl wai-> 
pngaged by F. G. f:)lllal't as hook kE'epcl', remain 
ing with him f01' one year. He waR then connecteu 
with various finns in the same capacity for five 
year,.;, and for bix years following embarked in 
general merchandiRe on his own account. During 
thls time he diligently studied law, and in Novem
ber, 1880, wad licensed to practice in the circuit 
court. In November of the following year he was 
admitted to the United States court, and in April, 
1':)58, to the supreme COlut. 1\11'. Ormsby has 
served as county judge on special occasions, and 
for fourteen years has held the office of justice of 
the peace, filling that position with digllity and 
wisdom. During the Brooks Baxter troubles lIE> 
received a commission from Gov. Brooks as first 
lieutenant of State militia, and afterward was 
promoted to the rank of captain, in which capacity 
he commanded two companies. For the paRt five 
or six years he has made the profession of law his 
entire study. and to day stands without a peer in 
Jefferson County. Mr. Ormsby has accumulated 
con&iderable real estate in Pine Bluff from which 
hp derives a good income. He has neVAr been 
married, and from all appearances is too well con
tented with his life of bachelor ease to part with it 
for connubial bliss. In secret societies he is a 
member of the I. O. O. F., and has represented 
his lodge at the grand lodge. besides having passed 
all the chairs. He also belongs to the Masonic 
fratE'rnity and takes quite a prominent pm-t in the 
affairs of that order. 

/ Judge J. W. Owen, county and probate judgE', 
Pine Bluff, Ark. Originally from Jefferson Coun 
ty, Ill., Judge Owen was born on December 2G, 
184-0, and is the son of Edward and Sarah (Allen) 
Owen, natives of the Old Dominion. The parents 
were mauied in 'rennes'3ee, and subsequently 

moved to Illinois, locating in J efl'erson County. t 
The father wah a prominent agriCUlturist, and ~";F 
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pursuit carried on until his death, which occllrreu 
in 18~7, at the age of pighty Right years. He was 
in the Black Hawk ,Val'. The mother dit,d in 
18·W. They were the parents of seven childron, 
three of whom arA living at t hp present time. By 
hi..:; secoIld marriagp the rather ha(l two children, 
one now living. J ndge J. W. Owen wat> rpared 
on his fatllPl" s farm, and received a good pra('tical 
puucation in tht' schools of Illillois. At the age of 
sixtpen he left the parental roof and went overland 
with a stock train to California, where he remained 
until after the war. ,Yhile in that State he en 
gaged in mining at Virginia Uity, when the silver 
mines were first discovered, and this continued 
until the war broke out. He then joined the Oali
fornia Hundred, or Oompany A, Second l\lassa 
chusetts Cavalry, at San Francisco, and went to 
Boston, Ma'3s., paying his own way. Enlisting as 
a privatf', he was promoted to the rank of fint 
lieutenant of his company, and was also commis
sioned captain, but being wounded at the battle 
of Cedar Oreek, Shenandoah Valley, in 18G4, was 
never sworn in. He participated in the battles of 
Gettysburg, Wilderness, and wa" in the Army of 
the Potomac. He was twice wounded at Cedar 
Creek and once by a bayonet at Williamsburg. Va., 
lying in the hospital for about nine months at 
different points, and when the war closed he came 
home to Illinois. Out of his company tht're were 
but fifteen ruen left alive, and but one man died 
of disease. Mr. Owen waR twice captured, but 
made his escape both times before he could be 
gotten to prison. After going home he engaged 
in railroading and was a contractor on gradiJ;lg, 
which he continuea until 1870, when he came to 
Pine Blufl'. He located at Corner Stone, Jeffer
son County, engagpd in merchandising and farm 
ing, and this carried on until the fall of 1t:l8(), 
whpn he was put on the ticket for county jndgt\ he 
not even knowing that such a thing was going to be. 
He at first refused to he nominated, but after con
siderable persuasion was prevailed upon to do so 
by his friends, and was elected by a handsome 
majority. Although a Republican politically, he 
has won a vast number of friends, who have stooel 

~:im, and at the Te-election in 18bb he had no 

opponent. The ,Judgp is a lllall whose decisions 
are not made without careful aud painstakillg 
stndy of the evic1f'nce adduceel, but 011 the COil 

tnuy all fepl that his jndgment can be relied upon. 
He is one of tll(' most efficipnt officials the county 
has ever had. ,Vhpn first elected to tllP position 
of judgp the connty had $-1U,OOO script out, but 
it is HOW ('lear of elpbt and has ovpr $0,000 in the 
trf'asl1ry. which will be increased to $:30, noo at 
the next tax paying. Hp has now a move 011 foot 
for the f::'l'ection of a new comt house and jail, aud 
no doubt thp work will soon be begl1ll ~'hile 

Iiving at Corner Stone hE' was lllagistratp, and 
filled the uuties incumbeut upon that office ably 
and well for ten years. He was lllarrieu, ill 18()(), 
to Miss Nannie B. Collins, a native of the Olel 
Dominion. 

Melvin Parse (deceased). Among the well
kllown and highly esteemed business men of Pine 
Blliff was Mr, Parse, who was born in Ohio in 
]838, and died in l\Iay, 1')82. He left the paren 
tal roof at the age of fifteen or sixteen years, and 
went to Cincinnati, wherp he learneu the jeweler's 
trade, subsequently, on turning from Ohio. set· 
tling at Cairo, Ill., anel thence to Arkansas in 183, 
or 1t:l5'3. He located at Pine Bluff. and engaged 
in the jeweler's business. carrying on a successful 
trade until his patriotic instinds led him to join 
the United States army ill the latp war, and he 
enlisted in 1S()~, t>erving till the close. He rE' 
turneu to Pine Bluff upon the cessation of bostil 
ities, and in 18()'-S was marripd to hi" second wife 
and tiurvivillg widow, 1\1rs. Mary (Elliott) Cou~tey, 
who "till cal'l'ies on the business left by LeI' bus 
band. Hhe is a very estimable lady, and a mE'rnber 
of the 1\lethodi~t Episcopal Church. in which she 
is active and prominent, as ,\'as JUl'. Parse in his 
hfetimfl. The latter was much intere~ted in' po 
litical pvent.." though not an office holl1e1'. There 
were no cbildren b~T her last marriage, hut l\Irs. 
Parse had a daughter by }l8r former Im<.;lJand, Mary, 
who married Harry H. Shinn, a photographpr of 
Pine Blufl'. She died June 1, 11.., ~~l. leaying two 
children, Hallie and 1\1ary, who are living with 
their grandmother. .lUr~. Par~e is a native of Vir 

ginia_ When a child, she mowd to MjSOiS'~~ 
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181)], when he joined the Confeuerate army, and 
enli.,ted in G. \Y. Carroll's company of the Eight
eenth Arkan~as Infantl·y) as a private soldier. He 
operated gellerally ea~t of the Mississippi River 
nntil thp smren<ler of Port Hudson, and then he 
was transfet'l'Pll to the WE'st0rn territory. During 
his SPl'\ icp 1\1r. Phjllips took part in a great many 
battlpc;: Thp evacuatioll of (jorint11, the second 
Lattlp at that place, Iuka, Port Hudson, and on 
the westE'rn ::,ide of the river he was assigned to 
the quartermaster's department, taking part in a 
number of raids and minOl' enga!lements. After 
the war he turned his attention to farming, but in 
] 871 entered into commercial life near Rob Roy, 
which he carried on until the year 1882, when hit; 
farming interests demanded his exclusive attention. 
Upon leaving the army he was practically bank 
rnpt, and the struggle against adversity up to 1871 
was a bitter one, but since that year the tide of 
fortune seems to have turned in his favor, and he 
is now in a prosperous and independent position. 
He owns about 655 acret; of very fertile land, and 
has placed some 230 acres under cultivation. In 
] 8GB he was married to Miss Emma A. Poole, of 
Jefferson County. who died. two years later, leav 
ing two children, Loth deceased since. In politics, 
:!'tIl'. Phillips is and always has been a ::,tanch Dem
ocrat. He was elected justice of the peace, and 
filled that office for a number of years with great 
credit, winning the admiration and esteem of every 
citizen in his countv. 

- Albert G. Pierce, one of the most prominent of 
old settler8 in Jefferson County, was born in Edge 
field Distrjct, Routh Carolina, on 1\lay 17, 182-i, 
and is a son of Benj amin and Rachel (Rambo) 
Pierce, of Pennsylvania and South Carolina, re
t;pedively. The father was of English descent and 
a painter by trade, and followed that calling until 
his death in Hamburg, S. C. Some time after his 
deceat;e his widow was married to Mr. William 
Weir, who died in J efi'erson County at the age of 
seventy years. Four children were born to her 
first marriage, of whom two are yet living: John 
(a prosperous farmer in Georgia) and Albert G. 
(the principal of this sketch). She became the 
mother of six children by her second mal'l'iage, of 

.. 
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with h~'Il" parents. and when grown, to Louisiana, 
in 1CjB6 coming to Arkansas. 8he was the daugh 
t8l' of 8imeon and Eliza Elliott, of Virginia. The 
father died in ]UissisRippi in 18;)1, and the wother 
in 18GG, at this place. There wero five chilt1rt'1l 
in thi~ family. only two of whom are HOW li\ ing, 
both of Pine Bluff. AUIla, tIlt' wif(' of G. \\'. 
Prig-lllore, died in 1'-, i~, leayiIlg l wo children; IH'l' 
husband died in Ih8i. 

Henry C. Phillips, llOt l1ulmown to the many 
citizens of J effel'son County, was born on J aunary 
30, 1S4c4, in Conway County, Ark., ana is the 
son of Nelson and :l\Iinerva (Vandyke) Phillips, of 
North Carolina and Georgia. respE'ctively, the 
former dying in Jefferson County, Ark., in 18;}5, 
at the age of fifty five years, and thp mother 
in 1830, when thirty seven years of agE'. The 
parents were married in Conway County, which 
they made their home until the year 1847, when 
they moved to Jefferson County, and located on the 
farm now occupied by Thomas H. Collier. This 
section of the country was then very thinly settled, 
and what few families did reside here were con
stantly terrorized by outlaws and desperadoes. It 
was from an encount81' with one of thpse men that 
the elder Phillips received a wound from which he 
never fully recovered, and died nineteen years later. 
He opened up one of the firbt farms in that sec
tion, and also operated a gin. After his death his 
widow married a 1Hr. C. H. Price, and moved to 
what is now Colton Center, where she resi(led un 
til her death. In politics, the father was a ,Vhig, 
and in secret societies, a MaRon of high standing. 
He was a sad(ller aud harness maker by trade, but 
turned his attention mOI'e to farming than anything 
else. The Vandyke family were of Dutch origin. 
t:>even children were born to the elder Phillips and 
his wife, of whom four are yet living: Henry C., 
Charles E. (a banker in Hillsboro, Tex.), Thomas 
,:\-1. (a farmer in Jefferson County) and Thl'Hldens 
C. (a banker ill the t:>tate of 'rexas). Tho",e de
ceased are :Mary A., an infant and N E'lson. Henry 
C. was ecJucated in the schoDls of Jefferson County, 
and continued his stw1ies until shortly after his 
motllf?r'R death. He then went to work for a 
neighbor, and remained with him until March, 

"1,.... 



1·====::....=-----------~J-·t 

~ JEFFERSON COUNTY. 203 ~ 

whom three died in infancy and three lost their 
livps while fighting under the starR and hal's dur 
ing the Rebellion. Albert G. remained with his 
mother until he had reached his twenty fourth 
year, when he commenced in life for himself. His 
first venture was at farming, and he received $75 for 
his services the first year. He continued to WOl'k 
for others until the year 1853, when he purchased 
a piece of land with the mOIley he had earned, and 
commenced farmiDg on his own land. On June 
26 of the same year he was married to Mi8s 
Martha B. Moore, of Rutherford Connty, Tenn., 
by whom he had threE' children, of whom two 
are yet living: John B. (who is at present man 
aging his father's farm) and FannieF. (wife of 
Felix Thompson). Mrs. Pierce was born August 
6, 1820, and died in J efl'erson County, Ark., on 
August 19, 1872, a firm believer in the l\Iethodist 
Episcopal Church. In 1874 he marripd l\Irs. l\Iary 
(Moore) Morrow, a sister of his fin'lt wife, and 
wiilow of John Morrow, of Jefferson County, but 
a second time the fates decreed that Mr. Pierce 
should become a widower, and this wife died in 
1883. He is a member of the IVlethoc1ist Episcopal 
Church, South. an upright mora] man, and a trus 
tee in Bethlehem Church. During the war his 
sympathies were with the Southern 8tates, and he 
joined the Confederate Flel'vice for a brief period, 
but his natural aversion to the shedding of human 
blood, and his horror at seeing hundreds of his 
fellow beings slaughtered around him, induced him 
to quit the ranks. lUI'. Pierce is looked upon with 
the genuine respect that comes to all men of his class. 
Honesty, industry and perseverance have formed 
his motto through life. and his strict adherence to 
these principles have crowned him with succpss. 
J obn B. Pierce, who manages his father's farm, iH 
conceded to be a promising young- man of J efl'er 
son County. He was married to MiSE> Lummie 
Hudgens, a daughter of John A. Hudgens, of 
Jefferson County, whose name is too well known 
to need any comment. Two children were born to 
Mr. John B. Pierce and wife: Ambrose Garland 
and John A. (the latter deceased). They are both 

j 
memhel'R of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, and in politics Mr. Pierce is a Democrat.,r--,

Jesse W. Pitts (<Inceased), one or the leading 
men of Arkansas, and a representative farmer and 
citizen of Jefi'erson County, was born in Davidson 
Connty, Tpnn., near the city of Nashville, Octo 
bel' 12, 18>H, where he continued to reside until 
twenty onp Y0ars of age. His education was ac 
quired at the schools of Nashville. His parents 
werE' both natives of Tennessee, His father , Jesse 
B. Pitts, was born in 179u, anll died in Nashville, 
in lR()8, and the mother of Mr. Pitts was Nancy 
Pitts, born in 180~3, and died in Nashville in Feb 
ruary, 188U. They were mpmbers of the 1\lethodist 
Church, and were eminpntly and highly respected. 
Arriving at his majority, Jessp 'V. Pitts came to 
Arkan~as, and engaged in planting in J effel'son 
County about five miles down the river from Pine 
Bluff, where he resided nntil his death, July U, 
1884:. His great success in life proved him to be 
one of the beyt farmers and financial managers in 
this pa:!.'t of the State, and at the time of his death 
he owned about 1,200 acres of land. of which bOO 
acres were under cultivation. In J868 he was 
united in marriage with 1\1:rs. S. A. Jarvis. for
merly Miss Smith, daughter and youngest child of 
Anderson and Nancy (Adkins) Smith, who came to 
Arkansas in an early day and spttled on a planta 
tion near Pine Bluff. Here her mother died about 
] H43. and her father in 1~7R. Mrs. Pitts has three 
living children, viz.: Floyd A. anc1 Don A. J ar
vis, by her first marriage, and Nettie Pitts (now 
the wife of Leo 1\1. Andrews) by bel' second mar
riage. Mc Pitts was a Pre':lbyb?rian, a faithful 
friend and neighbor, a distingui"lLecl gentleman, 
and by his death thp county lost one of its best 
citizens. 

Col. Joe U. Pleasants, the suhject of this sketch, 
a native of Virginia, and the youngest or eleyen 
children, was of English extraction, his ancestors 
having arrived on these shores with the "Pilgrim 
Fathers. " He was born in Louisa County, Ya., 
on April 14-, 1817. He had every educational 
advantagfl which the times affonled, and was al 
ways an eager and appreciative student. fully 
abreast with the progress of the period. and eager 
ly looking forward to greater development. He 
possessed a nnA physique. heing six feet fonr 
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i11chp'-, tall, and of splEludid sywllwtry. He was 
married :l\Iarch 1~, 1');)0, to ]Ui~~ 1\1inel'va Ann 
Phillips, of Caroline County, Va. In the ypar 1~.f-l: 

he mov8d by private conveyance frol11 Virginia to 
Arkansas, anu settled on Crowley's Hidge, in 
Phillips County, about twelve mile8 from the (now) 
city of Helena. There he built a pleas<Lut home, 
hut, being possessed with a roving disposition, he 
sold out and moved again, opening and selling 
farm after farm, until ill 183S he bought of Gen. 
,rilliam Ashley, of Little Rock, the family's pres
pnt home iu Arkansas County, on Arkansas River. 
Here he opened wild land and planted a snug 
home. He also built about three miles of State 
levee, for which he received a liberal l'Plllnneration, 
and prospered without interruption until the Civil 
,','ar broke ont in ] 'Scn. Espousing tlH' ~outhern 
canse from the boginning, he was aiel to Gen. 
Hardee ea~t of the Missis'3ippi River for some 
time. hut after the hattIe of 8hi10h was transferred 
to the Trans 1\Ii:-.sis:-.ippi department, anel wa'3 col 
onel of the First Trans JY1issic,sippi Regiment 
(iufantry); his son, Henry C. Pleasants, com 
manded acorn pany under him. 001. Pleasants 
wa-.; a model officer, and his men loved him as a 
father. He wa~ wonno.e 1 while lectding a heroic 
charge at the hattIe of PrD.irit> Grove, Ark., ana. 
died from th8 effects of it December ;-30, 18f:>2. 
By his dying requef'lt hI" waf, hronght home and 
buried amid the ohjects hp mo~t loved in life. In 
April of the following year his third o.aughter, a 
lovel~ child ·of seven SlllllWprf>, o.ied, aud was 
burie Iby his Hille. In ,July following Capt. Henry 
C. P]ea~allts, hi", only living son, wa"> wounded in 
the battle of Helena, Ark., while leading his com 
pany in a desperatf::' charge, and die(1 in a hospital 
in the city of l\1f::'mphis ,July 00, 1~G0, aged !line 
teen years and six months. He was one of the 
noblpMt of men. Hic, fallJily know not where h8 
slepp~, but are sure the aniSeb of God hold thA 
key to his grave. Mrs. Pleasants, a saiuted wife 
ano. mother, died in Little Rock December 1~, 

1'SIn. The world \va'3 better because of hpr hav
'ing lived in it. Duly three of their seven chil 

Anna 
drt>n are living: Heh-'n P. McDaniel (the oldest), 

W. Jacobs (tIll" fourth chilrl), ano. Katie .J. 
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Pleasants (the j onllg(~st). 1\1/'8. MeDalliel and 
NIiRf'l Katie live at the olo. home amicl familiar anel 
dear a~so{'iation", but Mrs. Jacobs Hold her share 
to strangers, and uow resides in Little River 
Connty, Ark., Ileal' the Texas line. Mrs. McDan
iel if:! a widow, with two children: Joseph and 
Minerva. 1\1rs, Jacob has five children, All of 
thelll hid fair to make useful lllembprs of society. 

James F. Quattlehaum, a leading planter of 
Central Arkansas, and a prominent residt>nt of 
J t>fferson Oounty, was born in Edgefield District, 
South Oarolina, on Decembel' 14, 1854:. He is a 
son of Henry 1\1. and Louisa (Miller) Quattlebaum, 
of Edgefield and Lawrence Districts ill the same 
State. The parents were there married and re 
sided until 1801, when they moved to Arkansas 
and located in J effel'son County. The father waR 
a very successful farmer during his life, and had 
the reputation of being one of the best in the 
State. In allte-bellum days he was an overseer on 
some of the largest plantations in his native State. 
His sympathies were with the Union before and 
during the struggle, and his ~trong dennnciation 
of '3eces8ion won the hatred of many Southerners, 
but his principle never chauged even in the face 
of the strongest opposition, and bis canse was vin 
dicated by the total overthrow of the Confederacy. 
His death occurred in 1'372 at the age of forty 
seven yean." in J efiel'SOIl County, his wife dying 
hefore him in January, 1~G9. The mother was a 
devont Christian woman and a member of the 
Baptist Ohurch, but attended service in the 1\1ethod 
ist Ohurch as there was none of the Baptist creed 
in her neighborhood. The father was married 
three times and was th~ Sil'p of twelve children, of 
whom seven are yet living: Murtha A. (wift> of 
'V. F. Lindsey, a promising planter of Arkan~as 
County), Jame~ F., Ada E. (wife of J. 1\1. Barrett, 
a well known farmer of .Jefferson Oounty), Lee 1\1. 
(a merchant in Lincoln Oounty), Jones D. (a farmer 
and salesman in Jefferson County), Lawrence 1\1. 
(residing with father) and Henry 1\1. (also at home 
with his father). J ailles F. received a good public 
school edncation, and early in life was taught 8el£

reliance and inclustry. After the death of his 
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father the C'Lre of the family dpvolVf·J upon him , , , --r-.;F 
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as the eldest son, and he looked ont for their main 
tenance and education in a manner that i"! deserv 
ing of the greatest credit. He commenced farm 
ing in 1874 and now owns 620 acres of land with 
120 acres undpr cultivation, and has been ono of 
the most successful planters in his county. In 
September, 1882, he wa"! married to Miss Sallie 
Wheat, a daughter of A. J. Wheat, of Pine Bluff, 
by whom he had four children, one living and 
three dead, the first namell Frank and the latter 
Horace M., John P. and Mary L. In politics Mr. 
Quattlebaum is a Democrat and stanch Rupportef 
of his party in that section. In 1870 he was elected 
constable and filled the office for almost two 
years. He was next plected jnstice of the peace 
and served nearly six years. Mr. Quattlebaum is 
one of the foremost citizens of Jefferson County, 
and a man much admired for his personal worth. 
He is active in all public and private enterpl'isps 
for the good of his county, and is popular tbl'ough
out that entire section. 

\..- Judge Lewis S. Reed, farmer, Dexter, Ark. 
This prominent and much esteemed citizt'o was horn 
in North Carolina, July 11, 1818, and is tbe son of 
Rolly Reed, who is also a native of North Caro 
lina, born in December, 1799. The father grew 
to manhood in his native State and was there mar 
ried to Miss Charity Pbillips in 18] 7, which union 
resulted in the birth of thirteen children, seven 
sons and six daughters. Eight of these children 
are now living, seven residing in Arkansas and 
one at Springfield. Mo. The father followed 
agricultural pursuit'3 as a livelihood, and was the 
owner of 160 acres of good lano. at the time or his 
o.eath which occurred in 1868. His wife followed 
him to the grave about two years later. Both 
were members of the Baptist Church. Judge L. 
S. Reed was educated near Lexington, Tenn., and 
passed his boyhood daYR in assisting his rather on 
the rarm. After reaching manhood he selecte<l 
Miss Lydia Teague as his companion in life. and 
was married to her September 24, 1 ~40. She was 
originally from North Carolina, and the daughter 
or Isaac and Mary Teague. Judge Reed's union 
wa'3 
sons 

blessed by the birth of eleven childrt'n. two 
and nine daughters: Mary L., l\lartha C., 

Sarah F., Amanda C. , Nancy H., Thomas Z., 
Irvin ,\V., Elizabeth S. and Lynnia. The others 
(hed in infancy. Of the ones above named only 
four are now living: :Martha (wife of Jafiper 
Phillips), Amanua (wire of A. S. Thayer), Nancy 
(wift' of Samuel Evans), and Thomas Z. Judge 
Reed is a successful farmer by occupation, and is 
also pngaged in the blacksmith trade. He owns 
about 1,000 acrPR of good land, with ] 20 acres 
nn(ler cultivation, and is aho the owner of a Raw
mill, a gin amI a grist mill on his place. He has 
held the office or justice of the peace for about 
thirty years, and for two years has served in the 
capacity or county and probate judge. Both he 
and wife have held a membership in the Baptic;t 
Church for forty ypars. 

Dr. J. 1\1 Reynolds, Redfield, Ark. In select
ing a calling in life Dr. Reynolds has happily 
cho'3en one for which he is eminently fitted and in 
which he stanrls prominently toward the front rank. 
Originally from the Blue Grass State, his birth 
occnrl'ed there on February 6. 1 S47, and he is 
tht' son of M. B. Reynolds, who was born in the 
SrlIne State in ]816. In 1~43 the father married 
Miss Lurilda Thompson, and they became the par
ents of twelve children, nine sons and three daugh
ters, of whom but seven are now living, all resid
ing in Arkansas. The father was a boot and shoe 
maker by trade, and he is still living and makes 
his home with the Doctor. His wife died in J anu
ary, 1 '375. He is active in political affairs, and is 
a strong Democrat. He is a member of the Uhris 
tian Uhurch as was also his wife. J. 1\1. Reynolds 
seeured a good practical education in tllP schools 
or Harrodsburg, Ky., and subst'quently attended 
mNlicallectnres at Louisville. Ky., where he grad
uated in the class of 18S2. He moved to Illinois 
in ] ~()~), and thert' married l\Iiss Caroline Dickey 
March 17. 1 ~72. She was the daughter or Rev. 
David and Nancy Dickey, who were nativeq of 
Georgia. To the Doctor and wife wt're born seven 
childrt'n, three sons and four daughters, six of 
whom are still living: Monroe B., JHattie S., Eva 
A. , Sarah J. , Joseph 1\1. and Virginia U. The 
Doctor has practiced his profession for eighteen 
years and has met with the success dne his efforts. t 
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He has been a memlwr of the :lHasonic LongE' for 
about three years, and has held the office of justice 
of the peace and school director, the latter officE' 
for about six years. He entered the Union army 
under Col. Faulkner in H~()~, and his fir:-,t note
worthy engagement was at Chickamanga, where he 
was slightly wounded· three times. He was dis
charged at Louisville, Ky., on September 6, ] 865, 
after which he returned to his home and entefeu 
upon the practice of his professioIL He moved 
from Illinois to Arkansas in 1872, and located at 
'Yl'ightsville, where he laiu out the town by that 
name in ] 8/3. HE' subsequently acted as the first 
postmaster. He moved to Redfield in ] 881, and 
has resided there ever since. lYlrs. Reynolds is a 
member of the Baptist Church. 

j 

. D. B. Higgin, dealer in all kinds of lumbE'r and 
general furnishings, such as sa~h, doors and 
mouhlings, was born near Baltimore, l\ld., in 18-13, 
being the son of George 'Y. and Martha (Rounds) 
Riggin. ThE' father, a farmer hy calling, was 
born in 180tl, and is still living; the mother. whose 
birth occnrred in l~O-t., died in 1863. a member of 
the l\Ietbo(li-.;t Episcopal Church. She had borne 
eight children, seven of whom are now living, and 
of tbese onr subject was next to thp youngest. 
The latter wa~ reared to farm life, and at the age 
of twenty one commencpd working at carpentering, 
serving several years for small pay till his trade 
was learned In IS71 he came to Pine Bluff and 
worker} by thE' d8y at his adopted vocation until 
1877, when he engaged in f'aw-milling, generally, 
which hUf'\ine;-,~ he ha:-! since followed, in connec 
tion with contracting and building. Mr. Riggin 
i~ one ot' the self made, energetic lllen of this por
tion of the State, aou by hard and earnest work has 
made for himself a Ilamp among other worthy in
divi(lnals. He 1S now the proprietor of thp Star 
Planing &- Shingle Mil]",;, all estahlishment adding 
Sl1 bstantiall)Y to the material interests of Pine 
Bluff. He is a memhel' of tbe I. O. O. F. and 
Kuights of Honor. In 1~~l ~Ir. Riggin married 
Miss Katie ~terhens, daughtpr of A. J. Htepheml 
(deceased). To them have been horn three chil 
clrPll: George A. anct Katie Belle, now living, and 

John H. (deceaspd). 
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Capt. J. F. Ritchie is a real estatf' dealer at 
Pine BllIff. Jefferson County, Ark. He was born 
in Dallas Connty, Ala., in May, 18:36, and was 
a son of John C. and ,Jane (Campbell) Ritchie, 
nativE'~ of South Carolina and Tennessf'P, respect 
ively. rrhe family is of Scotch uescent OIl the 
fat her'.., side, and of Irish descent on the mother's 
side. His great grandfathf'r Oil the mother's side 
emigrated to America with two brothen" he set
tling in Virginia, while his brothers located in the 
North. This ancestor was in the Revolutionary 
War, and died in Virginia. The father of John 
C. Ritchie ('Villiam Ritchie) was a farmer, served 
in the ,Yar of 1S12, and died in South Carolina. 
John C. Ritchie and wife wel'e married in Ala 
bama, emigrated to Mississippi in 18-1:0, and in 
1856 came to Arkansas, when they located in 
Bradley County, where he opened up a store and 
also carried on a plantation. He died in Ouachita 
COLlnty, Ark., in the year IbG 1. being at that time 
probate judge of that county, which office he held 
for tWf'lve or fifteen years. Hi::, wife is yet living 
and resides in Camden, Ark. There are six chil 
dren of that family still alive: James F., George 
L., John C., Fannie (now Mrs. ,Yhite), Mrs. W. 
K. Ramsey, and J\.Irs. Oharles Gordon. Mr. J. 
F. Ritchie was raised in Missisbippi, educated in 
the common schools of that State, and at the age 
of nineieen began the study of law, and in 1857 
was admitted to the bar of Itawamba. Miss. The 
following year he removed to Calhoun County, 
where he practiced until 1'SGO, when, he was elected 
to the office of land attorney and State collectol', 
which was paying him about $20,000 per annum, he 
heing only a young man of twenty f011r, but the war 
breaking out. he fplt it his dnty to enter thp 8pr
vice, and the following year enlisted in the Capital 
Guanls of Little Hock In the same year he was 
elected to lienh·nantry of Deshar Battalion, and in 
IHG2, after the hattIe of 811iloh, when his company 
was consolidated with the Eighth Arkansas, he was 
made captain, which pm,ition he filled nntil he was 
wounded at the battlp of Murfreesboro, by his right 
arm being shot entirely away, being taken off 
about half way between elbow and shoulder. He 
waH left on the battlefield and was then taken pris t 
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oner, but fortunately fell into good hands where 
he was kindly treated. He waR finally paroled, 
after having been in four hard fought battles. 
After his exchangp, he returnell homE' and re 
surned hih practice. He then removed to Camden, 
Ark., and in 1t)6G was elected district attorney, 
which offiCE> hE> held until after the reconstructioll 
of the district. Capt. Ritchie remained there until 
1874, when he went to Hot Springs, where he kept 
hotel for five years. In 1878 he came to Pine 
Bluff, and again engaged in the hotel busines", in 
which occupation he continued until 18SJ. since 
which time he has been interp~ted in the real estate 
business. He owns 1,000 acreB of land, with over 
200 acres under cultivation. Capt. Ritchie bas a 
very extensive real e-,tate business, and has made 
a host of friends. being always courteouR, kind 
and genial to all, and never forgets a kind 
act. He was married, in 18640, to Maria E. Pow
ell. a llative of Alabama, and by whom he has 
three children: ,\-attie, Edgar and ~allie. 1\11'. 
Ritchie and his wife are members of the l\1ethodist 
Episcopal Church. Hp is also a membE'r of the 
'Masonic lodgE>, anu uelongs to sevpra1 insurance 
orders. 

N. T. Roberts, the present efficiPllt county clerk 
of J eifprson County. Ark., was born in Greene 
County, Ala., in June. 1836, being thE' son of John 
and Martha (JonE's) Hoberts, of North Carolina anu 
Alabama, rpspectively. John Roberts. a native of 
Edenton, N. C., was married about 1<i20 in Ala 
bama, wherE' he lived until 1'3G2, when he came to 
Jefferson County. Ark.. with a hrother ia law, John 
]\I. J oneR. and purchased a tract of land where vVR b 
haseka now stands, on the rfexas & Ht. Louis Rail
road. It is at this time in possession of Capt. Hob 
E'rts and his brother. J ollll U. The tract, which con 
sist"l of 6:-34: acres, wa'3 tUE'n \,E'1'Y wild land, with but 
seventeen acrp" c1E'areu a log hOl1sE' heing the' only 
improvernE'nt. There are now ",00 acfC's under 
cultivation. The land was first located in 1'3-i-l, 
by Jordan EmbreE', during thE' great overflow of 
that year. The parE'nis of our Rubject had "ix 
chiIaren. only two of whom are living, N. T. and 

1 Jf°llrlll °1' hJ obn Eoberts. ~r., was a planter, and 
o OWE'( t at occnpation until his death, which 

J 

occnrrE'd at the agp of seventy four. N. T. Rob 
erts was reared on the farm, and E>ducated in a 
private school at Buchanan, Va, In 1860 he came 
to Pulaski Connty, Ark, and (='ngaged in farm 
ing until thE' war broke out, when, in 18m, he 
enlisted ill Company G., of Pulaski cavalry. At 
the organization of the First Arkansas MOUlltc>d 
Rifles hE' was chosen SE'rg0Rnt major, and was ap
pointed fir~t lieutenant and also assigned as adju 
tant of the f,ame. HI." held this appointment until 
May, 1 f-,G2, when he was appointE'd captain in the 
Provisional army, and was assigned to the com 
mand of his regiment and company, a position 
which he filled until January, ] 863, whell he was 
ordered to report to Gen. Smith, in the Trans 
1\lissi'3sippi departmE'nt, remaining there until the 
clasp of the war, in the meantimE' having been 
ordprec1 to raisE' a company of scouts insidp thE' 
Federal lines and there to operate until further 
orders. Prior to Price's Missouri raid, being oi
rected to report to Gen. J ame8 F, Fagan, com 
manding tlw Arkansas cavalry, he was put in 
command of four companies, forming his advance 
gll'ard, and was on this dut) until thE' surrender. 
At the battle of Oak Hills, Capt. Roberts was 
wounded (August 10, 1861) by a gunshot through 
both shoulders, and was off duty six months, He 
was in a number of important battlE'R and several 
skirmishes. From 1SB5 to 1b8-1 he engaged in 
farming. He came to JeifE'rson County in ]86'), 
and has '3ince been a residE'nt here. In 1S8-1 hE' 
waf, elected to his present office, and has bePll twicE' 
elected successively since, filling the office with 
honor and cfE'dit, He was first married, in 1867, 
to Miss Lucy Jones, who died in 1')68. In 1g80 
he took for his second wifE' Miss Florence 'White, 
of Pine Bluff, by whom he has one son, King Tal 
magE'. 1\Ir. and Mrs. Roberts are membE'fS of the 
1\lpthodi"t Episcopal Church, ~outb. HE' i" also t1 

memher of the Masonic order, and has taken de 
greps in the IHystic ShrinE'. He is popular and 
highly esteemed, and an important factor in the 
developnwnt of this community. 

J. C. Roherts, farlllPr, 'Wabhaseka, Ark. 
Among the many influential anll hubstantial ('iti 
zens of J eff'en;rm County none al'e morp prom t 
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inently identified with its agricultural interests than 
l\Ir. Roberts. His birth occurred in Alabama, on 
June 14, 1842, and he received a good practical 
education in that State. His marriage to JHiss 
LeEa B. Olem<:>nt, a nativ(> of Alabama, took placF\ 
Octoher OJ 1871, and to this union have been horn 
seven children. three sons and four daughters, six 
of whom are still living: Bettie C., AgneH, Fannie 
I., Mary E., Nathaniel T. (who died in parly 
youth), John C., and Charley \Y. Early in life 
Mr. Roberts was initiated into the mysterieR of 
farm life, and this pursuit he has since followed. 
He is the ownpr of 080 acres of good land, 500 
acres of which are under cultivation, aU in J effer
son Oounty. He is a memher of the Episcopal 
and his wife of the Methodist Ohurch. and both 
are liberal supporters of all worthy enterprises. 
The parents of Mr. RobE'rts, John and l\fartha 
(Jones) Roberts, were natives of Raleigh, N. c., 
and Alabama, respectively, the father born in 1800. 
He moved from North Oal'olina to Alabama in ] ~24, 
and there manied Miss Jonef'l, who bore him six 
children, three sons and tLree daughters, two of 
whom survive, ancI both are residents of this Stat€>. 
He wa" a farm€>r, and was the owner of about 300 
acrps of good land. His ,vifp diecI in 1847, and 
he in ]877. They were members of the Baptist 

Church. 
John Rowsey i8 a nativp Arkansan, and a man 

of (Iuite extem,ive acquaintance uereabouts, having 
been born near his present l'e~iaence in 1~38. 
Anthony Rowsey, his father, of Alabama nativity, 
came to this State in 1q:-);), locating in Old River 
Towm,hip, where he roanie(l Salina Hassington, of 
Arkansas, and where he lived the life of a farmer 
till his dpath in ] SSf}, at the age of seventy years. 
He was a very (luiet man, but 8nel'getie and in 

dustrions, awl devoted to his farm work. ill which 
hE' took t'~pecial delight. The mother died in ] ",33 
or 18;)4. There were nine children born to this 

union, three of whom grew to maturity. awl of 
these our subject is the only survivor. By the 

father' '3 seconcl marriage there was one child, Mary 
R., now Mrs. J. V. Hink, of Illinois. His third 
marriage was to Miss Angeline A. Butler, who is 

) still living in this town'Ship, on a farm which she 

1:~ ,. 

owns. rrhe life of the subject of this skf>tch has 
been "'pent in thi"l township, with the exception of 
two years in Jefferson County, and the time he 
served in the war. He was a urave RoIdier in the 
Confed81'ate service for four years, participating 
ill the battles of Shiloh. Murfree"boro, Atlanta, 
and llumerous minor engagflmpntR. At Jonesboro, 
Ga., he was taken prisoner. sC'nt to Nashvillp, 
rrenn.. and exchanged. Although struck three 
times he was not seriously wounded. After thp 
war ended he came home and Tesllmed his farm 
work, and in 1t:;80 married 1\frs. Margaret S. Mc
Kinzie, who was formerly 1\1iss Nicks, bOl'n and 
reared in this township. She had then five chi1 
dren: Henry J., Bennie and Edna; Alice ancI 
Rnth (deceased). To Mr. and JUrs. Rowsey were 
born two children, an infant, who died, and Nancy, 
now aged five years. l\irs. Rowsey cIied in 1885, 
and our subject snbsequently married Miss Mittie 
H. Diamond. a native of this State. They have 
one child living, John G. For eight years 1\11'. 

Rowsey was postmaster at Swan Lake, and has 
servecI as constable of his township. Politically 
he is a Democrat, and of decided worth and merit 
in the prominent interests of this locality. 

\Villiam E. Sallee, merchatlt. Redfield, Ark. 
Mr. Sallee, one of the substantial business men of 
Jefferson Connty, is a native of Campbell County, 
Ky., and was born on Augw.J -ie, 184:4-. His pal' 
ents were Thomas and Maria A. (Lacy) Sallee. 
The father was born in Bracken County. Ky., 
in 1809, ancI waR there married to 1\1iss Lacy, the 
daughter of William and lV1aria A. Lacy, in ] 838. 
The fruits of this nnion were eight children, three 
Hans and five danghters, five of whom are still liv
ing, two sons and three daughters. 1\11'. Sallee 
followed the occupation of a fal'mel" and owned a 
good farm of ahout QOO acres with 2[)O acres under 
cultivation. He was a memlwr of the Masonic 
fraternity, in which he held a ll1embership for 
forty -six ypar'-i. tilling every official poc;ition. He 
cIied on March 1g, ] ') 70, and his wife Novem
bpI' }fl, 1 'S8n. Both were mpmben, of thE> Christ 

ian Uhurch. William E. Sallee was edncated 
in Kentncky, near California, but in 18G~ left 
hih native State and moved to Arkansas, where he 

.1 
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manied Miss Sarah 1\1. Johnson in October, 1973. 
She is the daughter of J ut1ge Willi" and Elizabeth 
Johnson. To Mr. and 1\lrs. Sallee have be-en born 
fonr children, three SOliS an<l a danghtpr, but one 
is now deceased. They were named as follows: 
Willis T., Littleton E., Ben L. and Icy L. Mr. 
Sallee is engag<:>d snccessfully in mercantil(-' pur
snits at tLis time, the firm title being Hallet' & 00. 
Their capital is about $8,000. He has been a 
member of thE' l\1,uwnic orclE'l' for twenty fnur years 
and has held the offices of junior and bPllior Wardell. 
He bas been school director fur six years. He is a 
member of the Christian and his wife of the Pres 
byt81ian Ohurch. 

H. 'V. Scull, a prominE'nt citizen of Jefferson 
County, now practically retired from active busl 
ness life, was born in that county on March 12, 
1834-, and is a son of James and Mannette (Vau
gine) Scull, the former a nativo of England and 
the latter from Louisiana. The father came to 
America with three othE"r brothers at an early 
period and fir~t sE-ttled in Philadelphia. They re 
mained in that city a short time and then sepa 
rated, each one going in a different direction. As 
early as 1l-lOV a record of the elder 8cull is founel 
in Arkansas County, where he kept a tratling post 
for the Indians. He was one of the first shippers 
from that section, and founu a markpt for his goods 
at New Orleans. His son, H. ",Y., bas ill his pos 
sebsioll his father's old account book which he kept 
dnriog the year 1800-10, and in which ooly one 
entry for meuicine is found. that being for a 
bottle of paregoric. Coffee, sugar and other lux
uries were sold at fabulolifi prices in that region, 
and these articles the elder :Scull shil)ped in large 
guantities to the Osage and other tribes. After 
leaving Arkan'3as Oouaty he illoveo to Jefferson 
County, where he was a1,,0 one of itR earliest f>et 
tlers, the country then being a vaRt wilderness and 
inhabited almost entirely by savages aOil wild 
beasts. \"hile at Arkansas Post he was an exten 
sive .,hipper of furs, but upon coming to Jefferson 
County turned his attention to farming, and fol 
lowed that calling wHh great success. His death 
ocrurred on July 8, 184.6, whon SixLj -fonr years of 
age, whilE' the mother died on February <-S, 1~f)~), 

in her sixty-fifth year. They were the parents of 
tpn children: James (deceased), Ben M. (deceased), 
William (deceased), Eliza, (cleceasf'd), Louisiana, 
P. (widow), 1\lary H. (deceased), Joseph B. (de
ceased), Anna M. (widow), Hewes B. (deceased,) 
and HE-nry ,Yo (the principal of thi" sketch). 
Henry W. Scull was reared on 1iR father's farm, 
and l'ecpived a liberal education in the common 
schools of his native county, aft0l'ward graduating 
at CentrE' College, Danville, Ky. '''hell twenty 
years of age he enterpd a bURinesR house at Pine 
Bluff, where he occupied a position of trust for 
sf'veral years. He afterwHrd formed a partnership 
under the firm name of Scull, Donaldson & Co., 
dealers in general merchandise. but the Civil War 
commencing forced them to dissolve the firm. .!Hr. 
Scull t hen enlisted in the J efl'erson Guards, com 
manded by Capt. Charles Carlf'ton, and seTved 
four years through the war, taking part in anum 
bel' of important battles and skirmishes. but for 
the greater part or the time was connected with the 
pay department. After the war he caIlle to Pine 
Bluff stripped of everything, and was compelled 
to accE"pt a subordinate position in a mercantile 
establishment at that city. where he gradually rosE' 
and remained for a number of years. For the 
past fi ve or six years he has tnrned his attentiOl.1 
eutirely to real estatE", in which he has been very 
successful and now owns considerablE" propert~ in 
Pine Bluff and vicinity. On :May 16, 1 SGo, he was 
married to 1\1iss Laura J. King, of Helena, Ark., 
by whom he has two children: Millie 1\1. (wife of 
,rilliam I. Haizlip) and .Julia. 1\I1's Scull died 
in IBi0, after proving herself a devoted wife and 
mother. l\1r. Scull is a member of the 1\Iasonic 
fraternity, Knights of Honor, Knights of Pythias 
and Royal Arcanum. He has done mnch to ad 
vance and develop the interests of his connty, and 
is onE" of the most popular citizens in that Rection. 

W. J. Bhle,lby, another progressive farmer anLl 
stock raiser of J efferSoIl Oounty, Ark., is a native 
of that county born 011 Heptember 1-4:, 1 ")31, 
and i~ one of seven children, five sons and two 
<laughters, born to the nnion of A. G. an<l Eliza 
(Henry) Shelby. A. G. 51(-'lhy waR horn in Tip 
pah County, Miss.. in thfi year 1S2:{' rE'ct'iying his 
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edu('ation in the c;ame State. He- moved to AI' 
kansas in 184,5, and wa9 there married t,o ThIiRS 
Hl.'m'y in 1830. Of their family of children only 
four are now living (all in this StaJl'), whose nnmes 
are as follows: George- A., Chal'le-y B., Mand WL 
and 'V. J. The father was an agriculturist by 
occupatiou, owning about InO acr'es of good land, 
and this was left in the hunclR of his wife- at the 
time of his death, which occnrred on Decelllber 
20, ]875. Mrs. Shelhy is still living and resides 
with her son, "Y. J. Hhelby. A. G. Bh!:'lby sPl'ved 
in the late war, entering the ranks in ] 862 under 
Gen. Hindman, and was captured at Pine Bluff in 
Ibui. He was paroled, Teturned home, and the 
same year removed to Illinois, where he remained 
until 1'363, and then returned to hi') former place 
of residence where his death occurred. His wife 
is a member of the :Uethodist Chure-b, Bonth. 
"V. J. Sbelby received his E'ducation in Jefferson 
County, Ark., and i'lince his youthful days has fol
lowed the occupation of farmfll', being now the 
owner of 200 arl'es of land, 120 acres of which are 
cultivated. He-, like his father, held a lliember 
ship in the- Grange, and is a liberal contributor to 
all charitable and laudable enterprises. 

Albert R. Sherrill, 1\I. D., is a physician of 
Jefferson County whose eminence has attained 
that dE'gree in which he is almost ~atisfiecl to rest 
on his laureb, bnt still keeps sb:'a(lily on in his 
noble profe-ssion, owing to the urgent calls made 
upOI;} him. He was born in Wilson Oounty, Tenn.. 
on the 20th of February, 1f)2G, and iR a Ron of 
Archibald and Agnes (Mos",) Sherrill, natives of 
the same- county and Htate. Both parents were 
members of thf' Oumherland Prpsbytf'rian Church. 
The fathpr was a s ll('ces<.;ful farmer, and a very 
prominent citizE'u of ,Yil'3on County ull1'ing his lifA, 
and condllcted somp of th€'- mo'">t important f'nter 
pris€'-'3 that promotf'd the fntnrf' df'vE'lopm(>ut of 
that piaCf'. In politics he was a Whig. The 
father' 8 death occurred in 1832, after a life of nse 
fulne'l;:; to his fellow men and honor to himself, 
his wife following him in 1~61), Twe-Ive chihlren 
were born to their marriagE', of whom six arf' Yf't 
living: ,I. F. (a we-ll-known physician in Thlill(Uc

.J Tf'nnesflE'f'), Newton A. (one of the largest farmers
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near L8banou, in the samf' State), E. (a black 
smith near the samf' town), Dr. Albert R., Martha 
Cpmons (of Obion, Tenn.), and Dr Hugh (at Union 
City, \rost Tenn.). Albprt R. recpived his educa 
hOli at the Oumlwrlanrl Uni ver:-;ity of Lebanon, 
rrenn., and gra luating from that rollegt', he com 
menc(~d the study of medicine nnder bis elder 
brother, J. F. In 18;)-1. J[) he att0nc1ec1 lectures at 
Nashville, Tenn., and in the latter .\'par came to 
Arkansas and located in Pnlaski Connty, where he 
remained for two yparR. He next moveil to J eifel' 
son County, where be has reside-d evpr AincE', and 
built up a practice, which has heen gratifying to 
his skill. The Doctor is well known for his lwnev 
olence and his ready answer to the call for he'1p, 
and hundreds of the poorer class in Jefferson 
County have cause to he thankful for his charity. 
Dr. Sherrill met with some reverses during the 
Civil War, but with wonderful pluck and energy 
he gatherell up the remnants of his shattered for 
tum> after that event and again started to build up 
his 10<)'3es. He now owns about ;)00 acres of valn
able land in Jefferson Oonnty, and something like 
S-1.0 acres in Lincoln County. During the Re 
bellion he entered the Oonfederate army, and 
served in the capacity of surgeon a great deal, and 
when Hot in the ranks he devoted his time to ont 
side practice. His record in the army is one that 
will always reflect npon him with honor, for his 
bravery in more ways than one, and his skillfnl 
Rervice in behalf of some poor wounded comrade, 
who~e sbattered limbs were bandaged by his kind 
1)' hand'3, will never be forgotten. In 1857 he was 
married to Mrs. Barrett, a charming widow lady, 
who died some years afterwards. In 1881 Miss 
Elizabeth Griffin became hi~ second wife, but the 
following year she too died. In politics the Doc 
tor i", a Dpmocrat, and a stanch snpporter of that 
part;'. ~n religion he was foruwrly a lllemb8l' of 
the Cumberland Preshyterian Church, but at tbe 
present time doe" not favor any particular persua 
sion. During the year~ 1b72 7:3 be was in the drug 
busj ne"!s at Pine Bluff, but his growing rl'actice 
forced him to give it up. He is OllP of the most 

popnlar men in his county ·with every clas") of so t 
clefy, ana also one of its most enterprising citizens. 

G) 
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Frank Silverman, sheriff and collector, Pine 
Bluff, Ark. The public sel"\' i('es of l\Ir. Silverman 
since his election to his present position have bpE'n 
characterized by a llotable dt'votion to the welfare of 
this connty, and his ability emU. fidelity iu this 
position of public tnlst, have made a lasting im 
pression upou the sphere of public <lnty. He wa'-) 
born in Wooster, Wayne County, Ohio, ,J annmy 0, 
1843, and is the :-;on of Lyon aud 1\1a1'Y (Troutman) 
f-lilvel'man, the father a nati \ e of Germany and 
the mother of Berk" County, Penn. The mater 
nal great gramlfathel", Jacob Troutman, was a Hev
olntionary patriot, and could not speak a word of 
EngliE>h. Lyon Silverman came to America when 
thil'teen years of age and stopped at Philadel 
phia, where he became apprenticed to the mercan
tile business. He subsequently went to l\Iansfield, 
Ohio, where he engaged very extensively in mer
chandising, and later moved to Wooster, where he 
was married and remained for several years. He 
is now a resident of Hockaway, N. Y., being 
retired in his seventy second year. The mother 
died at Little Roek, Ark., in 188;). They were 
the parents of eight children, seven now living: 
Frank Caroline (who resides in New York City), 
Emma (resides in Little Hock), Samuel (resides in 
St. Louis), Ida (resides in Portland, Ore.), Belle 

j 

(resides at the saille place). and Georgia (also 
there). Frank Silverman was reared and edu 
cated in Wiscom,in, having graduated at Racine 
nVisconsin) College. In 1R50 he started out to 
travel, visiting the principal cities of Europe, and 
was abroad about one year. In 1561 h8 enlistell 
in the three months' service, and at the expiration 
of that tiille joined the regular service, but being 
under age his father got him out much to the liis
gust of the young hero. In 1871 he went to St. 
Louis for a short time, and subsequently to Pine 
Bluff, Ark., where he became e<litor of the J effer
son Hepublican. purchasing the outfit and running 
the paper for two years. He next engaged in the 
mercantile busine::,s, but was quite unfortnnctte in 
this venture and became entirely bankrupt. In 
1876 he was elected on the Republican ticket ati 
county and probate judge, haWing the position two 
years. He then became land comIlli'3sioner of the 

Little Rock (\[ Texas Roali. held this position a 
..,bort time ancI next became depnty sheriff, dis 
chargillg the dutie::, of this pIae'e until elt'cted to 
hi~ pl'Psent officp, in 1I..5CS(3, DPing l'e elected in 1588. 
Hp has conducted the official affair8 to the entire 
<;atisfaction of all, and tlnriug this timp has been 
twic(' rpcpiver of the Pine Bluff & Swall Lakp RaiI
road. Hp was married first, in ] 13();3, to lHi~s Lizzip 
Swords, by whom he had tlmjE' chihlren: JUandp, 
Handall and Blanchp. lUI'. Sil verrni:l.n wa,., lilar 
ripd thp second time, in ] 87:3, to Miss Grace Haw
ley, by whom he has one child, Edith. He is past 
elllinent commalldPr of the Kllights Tern pIal', and 
i:-; the grand repre-sentati ve of the State of New 
Hampshire in Arkansas. He is a member of the 
Nobles of the l\Iystic Shrine, Knights of Honor, 
Royal Arcanum and American Legion of Honor. 

Hon. Theolioric F. Sorrell.., was born irr Beach 
Grove, Bedford County, Tpun., August 18, 1821, 
being a son of ,,"alter B. Sorrells, of North Caro· 
lina. The father was a planter, and also wpll 
known in politics in Tennessee and Mississippi. 
He moved from his native State when very yonng, 
and settled in Bedford County, Tenn., where 
he was educated, married, and resided for thirty 
years. He then moved to Fayette County, in the 
same State, but shortly afterward went to l\Iar
shall County, 1\Iiss., where he remained for twenty 
years. In 1S38 he came to Arkansas County, 
Ark., and made- that his home until bis death, in 
Ib0-t-, at the age of seventy years. For twenty 
years he held the office of surve-yor of 1\Iarshall 
County, 1\1iS8., an office that his intelligence and 
ability made it almost impossible to fill with a 
RUccps:-;or his equal. He was a man of moral char 
acter and integrity, and was never known to touC'h 
intoxicating drinks, this perhaps accounting for 
his great snccess in life. Jndge 80rrells' grand 
father, David Sorrells, was also a native of North 
Carolina, and was married in that State, but after
ward mOYE'Cl to Bedford County, Tenn., where he 
resided for thirty-five years. He then located in 
Henderson County, of the same State, where his 
death occurred in 1CS31, at the age of eighty years. 
He took no part in the earlier wars of this country, 
but hi::-l father was a soldier in the Revolution and 
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fought at IGng's Monntain, and he al'->o bad a 
brotlwr nnder Gen. Jackson at th8 hatt18 of New 
Orlpans. The HOlTellsQj of th8 United StateR 
are deRce-ndants of three brothel'S, who ('awp from 
England at an early period and f.ettlpd in North 
Carolina. All of tho family in America d8rivp 
their origin from theIn, and have all lweu chiefly 
farllJPrs of good f.tandillg, in the middlf' ranks of 
societ). A few have hpen lllinihters of the gospel 
and lllerchants, but nonE' have ever fignreu prom 
inently in public life E'xcept the J u<lge. J ndge 
Sorrells' mother was Mal·tha Boswell, who waR 
reared on the Potomac River, a short <.h-;tance below 
Alexandria, Va., and was one of thE' Old Domin
ion's fairest daughters. She died when her son 
Theuuoric was only eighteen months old, after a 
life of model motherhood. Theo<.loric F. Sorrells 
was reared and instructed in farm life until hiA 
twenty first year, when his father paid him a sal· 
ary, so that he might procnre an education. From 
1841 to 1b.J3 he attendpu school at ~Ipmphis, 
Tenn., where he obtained a good English educa
tion as well as a knowledge of the higher brancbes 
and classics, and a course in the sciences. His 
academical career was intel'l'upted by the war be 
tween TexaR and :Mexico, and at the call of Gen. 
Sam Hom,ton for volunteers, he left his books and 
proceede<l to Texas, to take up arms in defense of 
that State. He lan(led at Galveston, and was mus
tered into sen ice 0 u April 7, 1CS-t2, in Ki t 'V il 
liam:'>' eompany, from :Mempbis, and remained in 
camp at Corpus Christi for three months. On 
.July '/, 1842, he took part in the battle of Lapan 
tirlan, betwef'n the Texans nllder Gen. James 
Davis, and the IHexicam) under Gen. Canales. On 
August 23, of the same year, be wa~ honorably 
discharged, under tbe signature of Col. George 
W. Hockley, Texas secretary of war, and approved 
by Sam Hou~ton, pre~ident of the Republic. When 
ten years old he joineu the Methodist Church, and 
has been a member in good :,>tanding ever since. 
Re has never sowed any wild oats, consequently 
has none to reap. His habits have been uniform 
all his life. He has nevpr playeu a game of cards, 
nor any other gaUle of chance, nor bas he ever 
c1ancpc1 a reel; neither has he ever heen drunk or 
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suell for debt in bi~ life, aR hp always paicl every 
deht lw owed. .J mlge SOlTe'lh; is a Ulan of turbu 
lpnt pasRiotl'-> when aront-:P(l, lmt ha-; 11 wonderful 
amount of ~plf contro1. P p to within tell Yf'ars 
ago ~hp toha('co hahit was almost ..,('cowl natun" to 
him, hut since that timp be h<1:-. not tonchE'd a 
mon·;pl of the weed, uor Im:-, hI-' evl-'J' nspc1 profanp 
langnage'. From parly ell ilclhooll ill!-' uP"lin-' pUR 
sesRe<l him to be a lawyer, and after attaining man 
hoou, he diligently applied himself to that '3tu<ly, 
being licensed to praetiee on March ::0, 1R+6, by 
Alexander M. Clayton, tbell -;11 preme judge of 
Missisf.ippi. Immediately afterward he went to 
Texas, the scene of his former exploits, and begun 
to practice his profession, and while at La Grange, 
enlisted in Col. Jack Hayes' regiment of mounted 
riflemen. He then waR transferred to ~Iexico, and 
took part in thE' l\Iexican 'Var until the expiration 
of his term of service, and after that event, left 
that country and returned to l\Iarsball COllnty, 
Miss. In the fall of 18-i-7 he came to Arkansas 
and settled at Princeton, Dallas County, thp fol
lowing year, where he commenced to practice his 
profession. He soon established himself in the 
confidence of bis neighbors, and built up a large 
practice, and hi" popularity attained such a height 
tbat in FebruaT}, 15.Jg, he was elected prosecut
ing attorney, and re elected in February, 1851. 
In AUgURt, 185.J, he was eleeteu circuit judge, and 
held that office until 183'), and in ] 800 was elector 
for the State at large, on the Breckenridge and 
Lane ticket, and delE'gate to the Baltimore con
vention ill 18()O. In lRSb he was delegate to the 
Deep Water Harbor convpntion, helel at Denver, 
Col., and is now a member of the stanuing Deep 
'Yater Harbor committee; he also was a delegate 
to the Topeka convention, in 1~tsV, and is now 
chairman of the executive cOillmittee in Arkansas, 
and is a strong advocate of that great commercial 
movement, which has for its object the constrnc 
tion of a deep water harbor on the coast of Texas, 
being heartily in favor of an appropriation by 
Congress, sufficient for that purpose. Elspwhere 
in this work, ~Il'. SOll'ell~' address in reference 
to this measure is refprred to, During the Civil 
,Yar his efforts for the 80uthern cause were nntir 
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ing, anel although not in acti Vf' hattIf'. hib llloney 
and prayers were al waYfl with the Confpdf'ratp army. 
After the war hp reprpsputed Bradlpy Conuty ill tlw 
Ipgislature, bnt was disfranchisE-(1 by tllp military 

authorities untIer thl' rp-ron~trncti()n art, nIltil 
] ') 7-1-. Hp was then re enfranclIi~ed by vil'tw' of 
the constitution of 18/'-!-. In Angu'-lt, 1 '->7 -4-, he was 
electpu judge pf tllt' Tellth jmlicial ('ircuit, allll 1'(' 

elected in ]87B, earh time for four years at a ..,alary 
of $2,GOO per annum. Like his fatlwr, Judge 
Sorrells is an ardent Democrat, and in a letter from 
father to son occurs this characteristic expre~slo11: 
" I pray for the success of the Democratic party 
awl the Ohristian religion." From buch teachings 
J ndge Sorrells has never deviated, and in politics 
he is as unchanging as the sun. He opposed the 
Fishback amendment, but favors the insertion of 
the temperance reform or prohibition plank in the 
Democratic platform of the State of Arkansas. III 
regard to thp payment of disputed State debts, he 
is in favor of a settlement on the basis of judicial 
decisions. Dlll'ing the war he was an ardent 88 

cessionif>t and is now a warm friend to the foster 
ing of Southern industries, in order to make the 
South self sustaining. To effect this he advocates 
a board of commis:-,ionen; on pmigration, to be es
tablished at New Orlf·ans, for the purpose of re 
ceiving foreign emigrant"), and taking care of them 
until they can disperse and settle throughout the 
South, so that her resources lllay be more fully de 
veloped. Judge Sorrells was inibated into the Ua 
sonic fraternity at Camden, Ark., in 1S31, and 
has taken all the Conncil degrees and held the 
office of high pI iest. In 1874:' he became a mem 
ber of the O<ld Fellows at Pine Bluff. He was 
married in Bra<lley County, Ark., on May ~I, 

183], to Miss Rebecca 1\1. l\-Iarks, a <laughter of 
John H. Marks, a memb!?!' of the Arkansas legis 
lature in ]8-12, and at whose place the battle of 
Marks' Mill was fought in April. lS().J-. Her 
mother was before her marriage Miss 1\Ial'Y Bar 
nett, of Alabama, a daughter of Nathaniel Barnett, 
one of the most prominent planters in tbat Statp 
during his life. Mrs.' Sorrells i'3 a niece of the 
late Judge Kenyon, a distinguished lawyer anLl 
judge of Georgia. She is a noble-hearted, whole 
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soulpa woman, love<l by f'yel ybody, and poss€'SSf'S 

t 1H' <lolUestic virhH's to an extraor<linal'Y degree. 
Sbe is a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Houth, and her kindlless and charitable 
Ji"'position toward the needy aad distressed have 
almo:-.t placpd bel' ou the pinuacle of worship. Shf' 
het'-. aeldi'd greatly to hp1' hu...,band's SlH'CPSS in lifp, 
a}1(l aide<l him in Imil<lillg up hi:-. fortune before 
tIll' war. After that eveut. whell so man) Sonthpl'n 
howe::; had been madp desolate anel fortulles swept 
away, she again encouraged him to put hi.., shaul 
del' to the whepl and buo,Ypd np his drooping spirit 
by her lo'\ing help. They have five children liv
ing, all of whom were born in Bradley County: 
1\[ary (" ho graduated froll Hocker Ff'male Oollege, 
at Lexington, Ky., in 1~72 with first honors, and 
married in 187:3 to 'Villiam L. De \Yoody, a popu 
lar drnggist of Pine Bluff), Theodore (a farmer), 
'Villiam (a dl'nggist of Hot Springs, Ark.), Emma 
(1\Irs. T. E. Gillespie), and \Y alter (~till a boy). 
Judge Sorrells illherited no property, but made it 
all himself. At the breaking out of the war he 
was worth $100,080 in lands and slaveR. and at the 
close of that event had lost all but $10,000 in land. 
He is now worth upward of $30,000, which is all 
tl18 l"t'sult of his 0>;\ n energy and business tact. as 
sisted by the good Cldvice of his wife. As an in
stance of his pluck he came from :L\1empbis, on the 
deck of a steamboat, for want of money to pay his 
passage in the cabin, and upon feacLing Gaines' 
Landing, had not a <lollar in the wodd. From 
that point he went to Camden, Ark., on foot, and 
at that point commenced to lay the foundation of 
his fOl tune. He made $20,000 by various enter 
prises, aud the balance he has accumulated from 
his practice J ndge Sorrells has the reputation of 
being one of the most energetic men in the State, 
and his sncce~s justifies tbat conviction. On the 
bench he ha':l given univprsal satisfaction as an 
honest, upright judge. As an evidence of this, 
his majority at his last election wa" -!-, GOH, in a 
total vote of 10,000. As a lawyer hE' has been very 
~uCCE'ssful in criminal practice, never having ~ 
client hangeu, an!1 only one that was ~ent to the 
ppnitpntinry. As a speaker he is val ned fur his 
forcible and convincing arguments, rather than for 
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brilliant oratory, dealing in matt",!,s of fact, rather 

than in flowing diction and flights of fancy..Judge 
Sorrells has probably not spent more than six days 
out of thirty in thE' pursuit of pl8asnre, othN than 
tbat to be found ill the society of his family and 
intimate' friends. He takes an active intert><,t ill 

an public enterprise,>, and is a Ipadillg' :..pirit in 
an),thing that teud" to\vard tllP deyploplm~llt of hie;; 
community. Oue point that should be hrought 
forward is, that, while nevpl' the choiC'E' of the bar, 
he is uniformly the choic8 of th8 people, who lib" 
him for his nerve and discretion of purpose. It is 
such men as this who lay the foundation of great 
States, and whose names and deeds form material 
for history. 

'Y. P. Stephens, attorney, Pine Bluff, Ark. 
Amongst the well known and notable represent
atives of the learned profession of the law is \Y. 
P. Stephens who was born in Livingston, Sumter 
County, Ala., on May U, 1~-l-l, being one of fonr 
children. three now living, born to the nnion of J. 
J. and Priscilla U. nrhitfield, Stephens, natives of 
:Mississippi and North Carolina, respectively. The 
pan'lnts were married in Alabama and emigrated to 
Arkansas in about 1h43, locating in Drew County, 
where they remained until 18-1:9, ~ubse(luently 

moving to J effprs(Jn Cou nty, Ark. The father fol 
lowed the trade of a contractor anu builder, and 
prected a great many of thp olel landmarks now 
standing in PinE' Bluff. He was mayor of tht' city 
for some years, and at the time of IliA d€'ath, which 
occurred in 1ROO. he Wa'3 connty and probate judge. 
The mother now re~ides at Hot SpringR. rrhE' three 
children living are named a"> follows: William P., 
Ruth (widow of TheoGol'P Shupan) anG i\Irs. D. B. 

Riggin (of Pine Bluff). The suhject of thi" sketch 
was reared in Arkansas and educated in Pine Bluff. 
At the commenCelllf-'nt of the war he waq acting as 
a'"lslstant county clerk. but rE'signe(l his officp to 
enter the army, and at the expiration of his term 
of service returned and took his olel po~ition. In 
1':ISS he was elected ('ounty and circuit clerk and 
recorder, di'3charging these official clutif'~ uutil the 

reconstruction. In FE'bruary, 1b6D, he went to 
Camden, Ouachita County, Ark., and was for one 

which he reRided III Cleveland (then Dorsf>Y) 
Connty. when' be Ht'rved one term af:i county and 
prohate j11l1gl:'. HI-' ha(l ~tlHli('J law, and beeu ad
mitted to the hal' ill 1~(}h at Pine lllnff, practicing 
his rrofes~ion whi18 living in Clpveland County. 
In 1,,->b5 lw came IJack to Pine Bluff, where he IlHf-> 

siIlce been acti vPIy engaged in hi~ pl'ofp~f,ioll. He 
haR 1)1:'en for several .\ par') attOl'IH:'Y nIldor the ap 

poilltment of the attorney gPIIeral of the Htatp, 
for the collection of the school funds of JeffPI'')on 
County. His official record i~ everywheH' clear 
and fauItles",. He is a brilliant attorney and an 
unusually good business man. At prf>sent his oft1cp 

is over the l\1PrcLants' and Planters' Bank, Pine 
BI uff. His practice is principally in the judicial 
circuits presided over by Hon. J. 1\1. Elliott and 
Hon. C. D. \Yood (Tenth and Eleventh circuits). 
His briefs in the supreme court of the 8tate, and 
his varied expE'rience in the circuit practice. are 
g'uarantees of his ability; and, consillering his age 
and the extent of his present practice, his future i", 
bright. and a rich harvest in the field of his chosell 
profession is sure to be his. He bas made real 
property law his chief study, and is working a great 
part of his time on complicatt·d titles involving city 
and country property; and with tbe increase of 
population and enhanced values in his part of 
Arkansas his services will be continually needed. 

Leroy Taylor, one of the pioneer settlers of 
Jpfierson Connty. and a native of Arkansas County, 
was born April U, 1'-;24, and is a ~on of Archibald 
and Mary (Harrington) Taylor, of Indiana and 
Kentucky, resrE'dively. The father llloyed to the 
latter State when he was a young man, and there 
marriell his wife. In 1822 they moved to Arkansm, 
County, Ark., and four years later came to J ef 
ferson Connty, locating in Old River. neal' what 
is now Rob Roy, where the father died in bis 
thirtieth year. Some time after his decease the 
mother was married to l\Ir. 0' Neill, a prominent 
merchant of the same county, who also left bel' a 
widow for the second time a few yean; after their 
marriage. The elder Taylor was a successful 
farmer, and a man who thoroughly underf:>tood his 

business. His advice was often asked by men who t 
year cashier of the bank of U. E. Pbillipb, after were less posted in the details of farming, and his 
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assistance during life was the means of placing 
many men upon a substantial fonn<lation who 
WOL1Jd otherwise have Bunk in the slough of hank. 
ruptcy and panperism. Three chil<lrf'n were born 
to the parents, Olle of whom has since died. Joseph 
and Leroy arB yet living. The former went to 
California in 1850, and afterward changed his 
location to \rashington Territory. His occupation 
at one time was piloting on steamboats, but later 
he turned his attention entirely to mining. IJeroy 
was educated in the schools of Jeffer"ion County, 
and remained with his mother until twenty three 
years old. He then thought it was time to make 
a start in life for himself, and commenc(:>d farming 
on his own account. When twenty foul' yeal's of 
age he was married to Miss Elizabeth Flynn, of 
J effel'son County, who <lied five years after their 
union leaving one Ron, George 'V., now a farmer 
in Jefferson County. In 1555 Leroy Taylor was 
married to Miss Louisa 1'any, of the same county, 
who lived until 18G7, and died, without having 
any children. On August 7, 1887. his third 
matrimonial venture proved to be a happy on€' in 
the person of Mrs. R. A. NellumR, a charming 
widow, and a danghter of John Lasley. This lady 
was born in };Iaury Connty, Tenn., on October 14, 
1827, and her former husband was Mr. -William 
J, Nellums. In politics Mr. Taylor is a stanch 
Democrat, and a man whose aid is valuable to bis 
party. He has won the respect of the community 
and now enjoys the fullest confidE'nce of his fellow 
citizens. 

Dr. Arthur G. Thompson, though perhaps 
classe<1 aIDong the yonnger mPID ueTs of the nwdi 
cal fraternity in this region, has already attained 
a position of honor and influence. antI is esteemed 
an able and worthy practitioner. He was born 
in Rochester, Racine County, 'Yis., October 13, 
1831, his parents, Anthony and Ann (Carter) 
Thompson, being of English nativity. rrhe father 
was born in 1809, and the mother in 18n. They 
came to America in 18..1,.1:, settling in ,Visconsin, 
w here they both <lied. Dr. Thompson is a gl'adu 
ate or Keokuk Medical College. At the age of 
thirteen he commenced business for himself, and 
when twenty six years of age wa~ married to 1\1iss 
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Stella E. Fuller, of Whiteside Couuty, Ill. They 
have four children: Azuba (aged twelve), Louis 
(aged nine), Inez (aged seven), and Carter (aged 
three). Dr. Thompson owns eighty acres of val
uable land in this county, besides property at 
White Sulphur Springs, and in addition to theRe 
interests he has a stock of drugs and general mer
chandise. His success as a merchant is a just re
ward of faithful application. He is a Republican 
in politics, and, besides being an accomplished 
physician and skillful surgeon, is a man of grpat 
public and privats enterprise. 

Rev. D. L. Trimble, whose name is familiar in 
this ana surrounding countie9, was born in Cin
cinnati, Ohio, in 1850. His father, a man of 
prominence and def'ined worth, was Robert '''jI
son Trimble, a nativE'> of Wheeling. 'V. Va.. whose 
birth occurreJ in 1829. He (Robert W.) received 
a good education in his native State, and after 
the age of twenty-one years commenced study 
ing for the ministry in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. From Yirginia he went to Kentucky, 
locating first at Newport and later at Hopkinsville, 
but subsequently found himself in Louisville. 
After serving a six-monthR' probation in the Epis 
copal Church he was given a license and stationed 
at Jeffersonville, Ind., where he had charge of 
St. John's Church about two years. In lVIarch, 
1860, he arrived at Pine Bluff. Ark., as a mission
ary, sent by Bishop Lay, where he founded the pres
ent Episcopal Ohurch with only three members. 
Upon the breaking out of the Civil ,Val' Mr. Trim
ble elllisted in the FirRt Arkansas Hegiment, under 
James Fagall, participating in several prominent 
engagements in Virginia, and being tranf:lferred to 
the Trans Mississippi department under Johnson. 
In September, 1'S03, just hefore the battle of Pine 
Bluff, his health failed, when he returned home 
and resumed charge of hi:., parish. In January, 
18()·1, having bt'en banished from the Federal lines, 
he went down the I'iver, where he lived on a plan 
tation till the close of hostilities. He was en
gaged for some time in the secret service under 
Gen. McGruaer. In 1\lay, 1800, after having re
turned to Pine Bluff' l\1r. Trimble went East anJ 
raised money for the building of a cLlUrch, which t 
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was completed in 1~7(), the first services being held 
Christmas day. In 1871 he commenced collecting 
rnat8rial for a general dpscriptive hi~tor'y of the 
State hy counties, the manuscript of which if'! now 
owned by hifi son. This has been submittf'd to the 
State Historical I")ociety for correction, and cOll~ti
tute::; matter of vital importance. In 1~7U the 
State University of Arkansas cOIlfelT8cl upon him 
an honorary degree, wbich was well deservea and 
gracefuJly borne. He was the father of the public 
school system of Pine Bluff, and for twelve years 
was a nWllilwr of the 8rho01 board, of which 11(0 was 
secretary; educational affairs having for him im 
portant attractions, and his career in this dirE'ction 
has left a markecl influence for good. Mainly to 
his effort1-> are the citizens or this locality indebf,ed 
for the attractive building of the high school which 
is now so promineut a structnre. Mr. Trimble 
was a man of clecideu literary ability, anu able 
contributions from hi~ pen found a r~ady place in 
leading papers of the day. He was a goou man 
in all that the term implies, a beloved and talentf'd 
mini::>ter and a fluent speakel', and a fact worthy 
of mention is that hE' was the only Episcopal cler 
gyman who stood at his post Juring the war. He 
also founded the Episcopal Church at Hot Springs. 
He was born Febrllary 2~, 1829, and died April 
18, 18'32, after a nsefnl and ",ell spent life. His 
wife was Almira E, Hnkill, Oliginally from Ken 
tucky, born in ] ~;30j and who died March 2R, 1~87. 

Theil' two chilc1rE'll are both living: Rev. D. L. 
and Mattie J, (thE' widow of Peter A. Torian), who 
lives with her brother. 8hp has one child living, 
Allie D, At tllt' age of fourteen years the sllbject 
of this sketch, wbo possesseH ill a high degree the 
many estimable traits of hi., esteemed father, was 
sellt to Shelby College, f::ihelbyville, I(y., remain
ing there for f'ighteen montbs~ wben he attended 
the Univer1->ity of Tennpssep. After leaving he 
wa" a student at the Military Academy of New 
York, but OWillg to d~f(:'ctive eyet-,ight (baving lost 
one eye by sn1phuric acid) did Hot remain long, 
subsequently going to the Thpological Sp1llinary, 
at Na:-.hotah, Wih., from which he graduated. in 
1A7H VI ith the degn.>p or B. D. In 11)7S he was

j 
sent to Peru, Ina.. where hI." was rector until 1990,
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('oming thence to Pinp Bluff in July of that year, 
at tracted largely by his extpn:-.i VI" landed intt'rests 
here. t:;iflce that timEl he has Jed almost a retired 
life, though he bad charge of a church at Cam 
den, and now has a small mission at Pendleton, 
which he f>erves once a month. Octolwl' 9, 1879, 
l\IY. Trimble married Maggie E. Dorris, daughter 
of one of the leading men of the South. She was 
a mODt e~till1ahle lady, well respected by all who 
knew her, and of rare personal attractions, but 
deatb claimed her October 18, 1988. She left two 
children, Robert W. and an infant. MT. Trimble 
is a person of intellectual and noble individual 
characteristics, and during his residence bAre has 
won many frienus. 
/ C. H. Tri plett, county treasurer of J efferRon 

Oounty, and one of its best known citizens, was 
born in that county on the 12th of 1\1arch, 1850, 
and is a son of Charles H. and E~the (Dunlap) Trip 
lett, of Fairfax Count), Va" and of Scotch-Irish 
origin. The paternal grandfather, John Triplett, 
was a soldier in the Revolutionary 'Var, wbo 
passed the remainder of his days after that event 
in Virginia. The old homestead is still in the Trip
lett family, and has been for over 123 years, and 
they also posse::,f-; a large estate in the neighbor
hood of Mount Vernon. CLarles H. Triplett was 
a cabinet maker by trade, and an expert in that 
line. ~When only eighteen years of age he was 
foreman over 100 men. and, young as he was, main
tainE>d a strict discipline over individuals that were 
c1uuble his years. His son, the principal in this 
sketch, haR some furniture in his honse at the pres 
ent time which was made by his father over fifty 
years ago, and while viRiting the exposition at New 
Orleans RevE'ral years ago, the fathpr was shown 
some furniture that was made by him during the 
first years of his artisanship He wac; one of the 
men who helped remove George 'Yashington' s re
mainR to their last resting place at l\lount Ver 
non. III 1q..j,.7 he emigrated to JefiPl"ROn County, 
Ark., where he entered a large tract of land and 
farmed for a great many years, his death occur
ring at the home of his Bon, in 1887. The mother 

died in 1858. They were the parents of twelve t 
children, of whom three only are living at prcs:. 
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Mrs. Sarah Buck, 1\lrs. 1\1. D. Lindsay and Charles 
H. (the subject of this sketch). Mr. Tripl8tt was 
reared on his father's farm and received a some 
what limited education in his youth, bnt this, how 
ever, was overcome in later years hy a naturally 
shrewd and intellectual mind. In 186& he moved 
to Pine Bluff with the intention of commencing in 
life on his own acconnt, and was first engaged a'3 
clerk in a grocery Louse at that place with a salary 
of $1. 30 per month. He remained with this firm 
for two years, and then entered the employ of MI'. 
Gabe Meyers in the general merchandise business, 
remaining with him four years. His next venture 
was to form a pal'tnmship with Mr. John L. Buck 
in the grocery business, but in 1879 the firm met 
with reverses and were forced to suspend. They 
closed out their business in an honorable manner, 
and paid all their debts, though it took almost 
every cent from 1\-11'. Triplett to do so, and he was 
again compelled to start in life a poor man. He then 
turned his attention to farming and speculating, 
and by good management and tact has accumulaled 
considerable wealth once more, owning 4,000 
acres of very fertile land, with several bundrAd 
acres under cultivation, and one of the finest resi
dences in Pine Bluff. In politics he is an ardent 
Democrat and a leader in his party, and in 1888 
was elected by them to the office of county treas 
111·er. Besides this office he is commissioner of the 
sewer district, and secretary of the Board of 
Health. Mr. Triplett was married in 1880 to Miss 
Estelle Holland, by whom he has had three children: 
Charles H., Jr., Gerald and Esta. His wife is a 
kindly, Christian woman, and a member of the 
Presbyterian Church. In secret societies lUI'. 
Triplett belongs to the Royal Arcanum, of which 
body he is financial secretary, also holding that 
office in the Knights of Honor. He is also a mem 
bel' and secretary of the American Legion of Honor 
and the Knights and Ladies of Honor. 

j 

John 'V. Tucker, one of Arkansa8' enterprising 
merchants and planters, was born in Morgan Coun
ty, Ala., February 22, 1845, and is a '3on of Charles 
and Anna O. (Drake) Tucker, who were married 
against the wish8s of 1\1iss Drake's parents. Soon 
after their union the parents of John 'Y. moved to 
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Alabama where they resided until the father's 
death in 1856, at the age of fifty. six years, and the 
mother in 1865, in her fifty ninth year. The elder 
T Llcker was a well known farmer and school teacher 
and in politics a 'Vhig. His family were of Scotch 
origin. Twelve children were born to their mar 
riage, of whom six are still living. John W., the 
next but on e to the youngest, was educated in the 
schools of Northern Alabama, and had hardly fin
ished his studies when the war induced him to 
join the ranks of the Confederate army, becoming 
a member of Company I, Fifth Alabama Cavalry, 
commanded by Gen. Forrest. He took part in a 
number of battles, some of them being at Pl1laski, 
Tenn., Athens Ala., Sulphur Tressle, Ala., in 
which engagement he was wounded, as also at 
Selma, Ala. His record through the war is one 
that reflects the greatest credit on himself, for its 
heroic action in time of danger, and many times 
he has received the cheers of his comrades for p8r
forming some daring piece of work. After the 
war was over he removed to Arkansas and located 
in Jefferson County, where he commenced farming 
on Maj. 'V. H. Davis' place at Colton Center. 
Four years later he purchased 200 acres of 
land; prosperity's kindly smile beamed down 
on him, and to day he is the owner of about 920 
acres and has placed some 500 acres under culti 
vation. For the last six years he has been actively 
engaged in the general merchandise business, and 
since 18S8 he has had a saw mill in operation. He 
first started his cotton gin in 1880, and it is one of 
the best in the connty. September 20, 1871, he was 
married to Miss Sallie 1\-Iorrow, a daughter of John 
VV. Morrow, and the following year moved to his 
present location, where he has built one of the 
most commodious residences in that section. 1\lrs. 
Tucker was born in Rutherford Connty, Tenn., 
on J\Iay 11, 1833, and by her marriage became 
the mother of seven children, of whom two have 
died. Those yet living are Mary E., Charles S., 
D. Everett, Bessie and Anna vV., and the two de
ceased are John'\'. D. and Clifton ,Yo Mr. 
Tucker served for several years as postmaster, and 
his work in this office as well as his character as a 

citizen won him such popularity that Tucker ~~ 
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tion was namE'd in his honor. He is a lllembeI' of 
tlle Knights of Honor at Pine Bluff. 1\11'8. Tucker 
be10ngs fo the l\lpt1oJii::!t Episcopal Ob urch, South, 
and is deeply intE'l'E'l3ted in religious Hnd punrH 

tional work. 

Philip N. Vaugine, onE' of the oldf'st and most 
prominent of J \'fIerson C'Junty mel'dmnts, was 
bOfn near Pi08 Bll1ff, Ark., on February 2+. 18:11), 
and is a son of Fn\.llcis and AudE'le (DerenisseaL1x) 
VauginE'. Both parents werE' horn at Arkan:-,as 
Post, Ark., in IhOO and 1'308, respectively, and 
were married in 1Q26. The fatbpl' was Q. farmer 
and tradE'r. and in the latter capacity was noted 
for his shl'ewc1ness in making a bargain. In fact 
h€' was very successful in both bl'anches, but trad 

j 

ing in furs. skins, etc. 1 was hi~ principal businl'ss, 
and his shipments to the NE'w Orh'ans market wel'e 
very large. In politicR he was an old line Whig, 
but did not take any active part in politics. His 
father was a native of France. W 110 emigrated to 
the United States and settled at New Orleans, 
afterwanl moving to Arkansas Po')t, where he 1'e 
ruained for some time, an<l then came four miles 
helow Pine Bluff, at which plnce he died in 1');31, 
when sixty three Yf'ar!" of age. He was a farmer 
and trader, like his son after him. He serveit as 
major in the ,\Val' of 1812, ancl several hattles 
previous. but after the mothp!, country had lose 
hel' child he determined to adupt the U nit€'d States 
as his fllb1l'e home. The family of Vauginf' is one 
of the oldest in ,JeiferRon County, the male mem 
l)ers attaining a wi(IE>Hprpad celebrity for thpir busi 
ness ability and trading q naJities. The family on 
the mother' s ~ide were French Canauians, whotlP 
fvrefatbel's settled iu Al'kansa" prior to 17\,:-). Th", 
mother hersplf rnaue a trip on tot" tir::.t steamboat 
that tnll on the Arkansas Hiv(>l'. a "idE' wheeler, 

thl' '. Tom Bolin," commanded b) Capt. James 
Bolin. Nine childrE'n were born to Francis 
Vangine and li8 wife, of whom two only are liv 
iIlg at the prp,':>ent time. Philip N. and Francis 
G., the latter a prominent farnlPr of this connty, 
WllO. during thp war, was captain of Oompany G, 
Fir~t ArkaIlS<Lh Cavalry, Tranl'> l\liBsi:--sil'pi Depart 
w(-'nt, and was wonnGE'cl (lml captnrpa at Pilot 

Knob, SeptewiJPl' '27, 1~m-t., H'Ulailling a prif->uner 

,~. 

of war until the close, in I8oG. In tho charge on 
the fort at thifl place he. the tirRt anG second heuten 
ants and tWPllty.two men, remained on tbe battle
fiAld, of whom seventeen were killpd outright, and 
the first lit'l1tollallt later diec1 from wounds received. 
Philip N. received his education at the schools of 
leffpl'son Connty, and partly in Arkansas Connty. 
Upon reaching his twenty third year he detprmined 
to see what fortune had in store for him if he com 
men~ecl in life for himself. Accordingly he h€'gan 
farming, and continued in that line for two years, 
but at the end of that time gave it up to entf'l' the 
employ of Matthew 'Murphy, of New GaRcony, 
as salesman. In the spring of ] S62 he enlisted in 
Company G, of the First Arkansas Oa"a11'Y, Trans
Mississippi, Confederate States Army, and con 
tinned in service until June, 18G5. He took part 
in Steele's raid, and was also operating on White 
River. Afterward he was in several engagements 
around Tahlequah, I. T., and then with Price 
in his raids through 11issouri. \Vhile fighting 
under Price Ol1e of his bl'otbers, Charles, was killed 
at Pilot Knob; another broth(l-r, J\Iatthias J., was 
captain of an independent company, and was killed 
in J effel'son County. After the war was over. 
Philip again comIlle-need farming, and at the end 
of three years he opened up a store in PluID Bayou. 
He has been a successful man in all of his veutnrps, 
and at the present tiIDe owns 440 acres of land, 
with 300 aCl'8S under cultivation, his plantation 
being three miles soutb of ~herrill Station. He 
owns two large bURiness hOU!,,8S, one on his planta 
tion and one at Sherrill Station, on the Altheimer 
Branch, where he enjoys an extensive- and lucrative 
patronage, carrying on a large trade. In 1q{)<J 1H' 
was ruanipu to Mi~fi Mary E. Mitchell, of this 
connty, who died in the same year. Mr. Vangine 
felt the loss of his amiable wife deeply, and has 
remained a wiuower since that time-. HI? has neVN 
taken an activo interest in poJitics, but his ~ym 
pathies are with the Democratic party. Like the 
balance of hi!:! family he is a member of the Catho
lic Church. He is one of the most prospeTous and 
E'nt€'rpl'isillg ruen in the State, and his good fortune 
is tLe result of his own intellect and pPfseverancp. 

J 0 vr. \f alker, one of thE' leading cotton grow 
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ers of Jefferson County, was born on the hanks 
or the Arkansas River, about six miles from Pine 
Bluff, on August 18, 183~, ana is a Ron or Robert 
Woous and Eulalie (Taylor) ,ValkeL The father 
was a native of Virginia, but reared near Nash 
ville, TenD., and moveu to Arkansas in 1b:jO. He 
was born in tbe year 1810. The mother waq born 
in J efl'ersoll County, Ark, on March 3, 1825, 
and bas resided in Arkansas all her lire. The 
rather was a very prominent citizen and large 
land owner in this county, possessing about 2,000 
acres in the river bottom. He was depnty clerk 
for five years, and for an additional five years was 
clerk. He was a Mason of high standing, and had 
taken a number or the higher degrees. In politics 
he was a Democrat, and one of the leaders or that 
party in his county. ~When the elder \Yalker first 
came to Pine Bluff it was but a village. Since that 
time it has grown up into a large and prosperous 
city, owing to the efforts of enterprising citizens, 
or whom Mr. \Yalker was one of the foremost. 
Seven children were born to the parents, of whom 
six are yet living: Creed T. (a cashier of the Bank 
of Little Rock), l\Iaggie (wife of Capt. B. E. Ben
ton, the popular agent of the Cotton-Seed Oil Mills 
at Little Rock), John M. (a farmer on the old 
homestead), J. W. (the principal of this sketch), 
Agnes (wire or Orlando Haliburton, a well-known 
commercial traveler for Meyer Bros., St. Louis, 
Mo.), and Robert W. (a prosperous grain and reed 
dealer at Little Rock). The one deceased is James 
N., who died in his twenty first year. Jo W. 
"Yalker was educated at St. Vinceni College, Cape 
Girardeau, Mo., and npon reaching his maturity, 
leit that institution to manage his mother's plan
tation. Since then he has given his entire atten
tion to planting, and has become one or the most 
successrul in the county. On October 16, 1878, 
he was married to Miss Beulah Burton, a daugh 
tel' of Robert Bm·ton, of Jefferson County. This 
marriage gave them one daughter, Mary V. MI'. 
and Mr~. ,Valker are both members of the Catholic 
Church, and the former belongs to the Catholic 
Knights of America. In politics he is a stanch 
Democrat. Mr. Walker's mother was born March 
:3, 1825, and married January 27, 1842. She 
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was a grt-at granddaughter of Don .Joseph Vallier, 
who was at Ol1e timp governor general of the Ter
ritory of Louisiana under the Spani~h Govern 
ment. Her father, Col. Oreed Taylor, was one of 
the most prominent men in puulic life during the 
early history or Arkansas as a Territory and State. 
He was born in Mercer Uounty, Ky., on Janu
ary 1, 1800, and moved to Arkansas in 1817) 10 
eating at what is now Lewisburg. One year later 
he returned to Kentucky, but again moved to AI' 
kanoas and settled at Pine Bluff, and in October, 
1822, performed the feat of swiruming the Arkan
sas River. He was sheriff or Jefferson Oounty at 
one time, and when the Indians were moved to the 
Indian Territory he was appointed a colonel. In 
politics he was a stallch Democrat, awl in religious 
faith a Catholic. He died in Jefferson Connty, 
January 8. 1887. 

John A. \Vallis. Among the most pleasing 
features of Jefferson County is its number of pro
gressive men. J\h. \Vallis is one of the leading 
citizens or this section, and was born in l\lorgan 
rounty, Ala., on October 25, 11332, being a son 
or James and Ann (Crockett) Wallis, natives of 
Mecklenburg District, North Carolina, and Lan 
caster District, South Carolina. respectively. The 
parents were married in South Carolina, and made 
that State their home for a number of years, after 
ward re'3iding in l\fississippi and Louisiana until 
1861, when they moved to Arkansas and located in 
Chicot County, where the mother died the follow
ing year, at the age of seventy two years. Sbe 
was a member of the Presbyterian Church, and a 
daughter or Elijab Crockett. a cousin of the cele
brated Davy Crockett. Her union with JUr. James 
\r allis re~mlted in tbe birth of eight children, tif 
whom John A. is now the only living representa 
tive. rrhe elder \\'allis was a very successful 
planter during hiH life, and before the war was a 
\Vhig in politic~ but aftE'r tbat event he voted the 
Democratic ticket until his death. John A. Wallis 
was reared and educatpd in the States of Alabama 
and Mississippi. His inclinations set-med to follow 
commercial lire more than any other occupation, 
ana at the age of eighteen years he left home to 
enter business. In 1836 he came to Arkansas and t 
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located in Chicot County, and was engaged as 
salesman in one of the business houses at that 
point until 1838. He then returned home and 
went into the wood business at Georgetown Bend, 
which he followed with success until the war coru
menced, and his wood was burned by the Federal 
boats. After this experience he came back to Uhi
cot County, Ark., and began farming, continn
ing until after the war, when he returned to lUiR
sissippi. In 18()U he moved to Jefferson County, 
Ark.. and has been farming ever since, with the 
exception of the yeaTs 1870 and 1871, when he 
entered into business at Pine Bluff, and again in 
1878, when he moved to his present 10C'ation and 
commenceJ merchandising. Mr. ,Vallis also opel' 
ates a steam cotton gin and grist mill, and is the 
owner of about 630 acres of land, with some 500 
acres under cultivation. His business ability and 
his shrewdness in financial tl'ansactions and in(l.us
try have placed him on an independent basis, 
though baving started from almost nothing. 

R. J. vYatkins, farmer at ,Yabbaseka, Ark., is 
one of the representative and progressive agri
culturists of Jefferson County, and is also one 
of its most esteemed citizens. He was born in 
Madison County, Ala., being the son of William 
Watkins, a native of Georgia, born in 1798, who 
received his education in his native State, and sub 
sequently moved to Alabama, where he married 
Miss Harriet Anderson. a native of Washington 
County, Md. The l'esult of this maniage was 
the birth of seven children, two sons and five 
daughters, of whom but three are now living, one 
residing in Alabama, one in Nashville, Tenn., and 
the subject of this sketch, who has made his home 
in Arkansas for many years. \Villiam ,Yatkins 
had always heen a planter. He died in Hunts
ville, Ala., in 1b61, and his wife in 18;)(3; both 
were worthy members of the Methodist Church. 
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R. J. Watkins received a fair education in Hunts 
ville, Ala., and on the 11th of October, 1'Sf)6. he was 
united in nlarriage to Miss Martha East, a native 
of Alabama. and the daughter of Alexander and 
IHartha J. East. Four children have been born 
to this union, only two now living, and both resid 
ing at home. Mr. Watkins has held the office of 
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justice of the peace for fourteen years, and was 
a school director for a period of some ten years. 
He Rerv8d in the late war, entering the army, in 
1861, under Capt. Coltal't, commanuing the Madi 
son Rifles, U. S. A" and his first hard fight was 
at Baton Rouge, La. He was discharged in May, 
1863. Perhaps on account of his early training 
on the farm, Mr. ,\'atkins has always followed 
tilling the soil, and that he has made a success of 
this pursuit is evident when looking over hi8 well 
kept place. He lost his estimable wife, Septem 
bel' 15, 1877. 8he was a member of the Episcopal 
Church. In 1881 he married J\iiss Mary Patrick, 
who died in September, 1882, having a child which 
survived its mother only a few days. 

John Weedon, a leader in agricultural circles, 
and a popular citizen of Jefferson Connty, was 
born in Columbus, Miss., ~Iay 1l..5, 1847, and is a 
son of John and T. C. (Henry) Weedon, of Nmth 
Oarolina and Virginia, respectively. The father 
was born in 1812, and the mother in 1l..516, their 
marriage occurring in Columbus, Miss., which 
place they made their home for about thirty years, 
and then movpd to Selma, Ala., where they 
resided until the father's death in 1~72, while 
returning from New Orleans. The elder \\' eedon 
was a well known and very wealthy iron manufact 
urer, and at one time virtually owned the town of 
Anniston, Ala., where his factorieg were located, 
He was a Democrat in politics, and a valuable man 
to that party during his life. He belonged to the 
Masons, and had taken seveTal high degrees. 
During the war his losses footed up into many 
thousands of dollars, as he had a firm belief in 
the success of the Southern States, and had 
invested largely in Oonfederate bonds and seeUl'i 
ties of a like nature that proved to he valueless 
after the Rpbellion was over. The parents were 
members of the Presbyterian Church, and the 
mother, who is still living, rpsides in Selma, Ala. 
The ,Veedon family are of Scotch descellt, and on 
the mother's side of Scotch-Irish, the latter being 
descended from the sam e family as that of Patrick 
Henry, the famous American patriot. Nine chil 
dren were born to Mr. and MrR. ,Veedon, of whom 

two are still living, John Weedon, Jr" the pl'inci t 
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pal of this sketch. and Mrs. G. A. Robinson, of 
Florence, Ala. Young John was educaterl at 
Davidson College, in North Carolina, and was yet 
attending school in April, 18Ga, when his youth 
ful ardor was fired by the tales of Southern gal 
lantry on the battle field, and he caE>t aside his 
books to shoulder a musket and keep step in the 
ranks of the Confederate army. He joinod Com 
pany H, of the Thirty first Alabama Cavalry, awl 
took part in fl great many engagements, never 
faltering even when near the cannon's mouth, nor 
allowing his enthusiasm for the cause he undertook 
to be dampened by the heaviest shower of leaden 
hail. After the war he turned his attention to 
mercantile life at Selma, Ala., and continued in 
that branch until 1871, when he moved to Arkan 
sas and located in Lonoke County, where he com 
menced farming, and has met with the best sue 
cess, owning about 1,100 acres of the best land to 
be found in the State. February 27, 1 ~71, he was 
married to l\Ess Virginia A. Pettus, a daughter 
of John J. PettuE>, ex-Goverllor of Mississippi, by 
whom he has had two children, John 1'. and Car 
rie who are yet living, and three who have died: 
William A., Alice M. and an infant daughter. 
MI. ,and Mrs. W t>edon are members of the Presby
terian Ohurch, and take a deep interest in religious 
and educational affairs. In politics the former is a 
Democrat. He is one of the most popular men in 
the community as well as one of the most enter
pnslDg. On his arrival in Arkansas he was com
paratively poor, but seeing the productivenesR of 
the country, and knowing what his abilities were 
capable of developing, he remained. 
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Rev. Daniel ,Yestall, grocer and dealer in hay, 
corn, oats, etc., Pine Bluff, Ark., io well known to 
thp many readers of this volume. He OWI:'S his 
nativity to Vanderbnrgh County, Ind., where his 
birth occurred December ;31, 184:0. His father, 
James "\Yestall, waE> a native of England, who 
emigrated to America and settlpd in Indiana at an 
early date. He was there married to J\Iiss KI:'Miah 
Barker. a native of North Carolina, and this happy 
union lasted until 1848, when Mr. "\Vestall closed 
his pyes to the scenes of this world. Hio widow 
manied again, and died about 18~3. Rev. Daniel 

,festall remained in his nativE' ~tate until lliIlt' 
tf'en years of age, and in 1SG 1 enlisted as a :pri
vate in the First Incliana Cavalry, sprving for over 
three years. or until the end of his term. He was in 
a number of noteworthy engagpments, principally 
tho~e of Fredericktown, Helena, Little Rock, Pine 
Bluff, and a great many '3kirmishes. He recei \'ed 
hi") discharge at Indiallapolis in 1CS()J, and after 
ward rehunpd to his home, where he remained 
but a short time, when he removed to Illinois and 
located in 'Vahash OOUllty. Therf' he followl:'d 
farming until 1"{iO, when in Augnst of that year 
he moved to ArkanDas, and :-,ettled at Pine Bluff, 
then a slliall village of ahout :)00 inhabitants. 
Here he pngaged in the grocery business on a small 
scale, and on the saIlle place where his prpsent 
large brick store building now stands. He enjoys 
a large trade, and is one of the sub:o,tantial business 
lllen of Pine Bluff. On the property adjoining his 
store he has built a good residence, and is also the 
owner of about tifteen tenement houses, the rpturns 
of which form a comfortable income. Mr. ,Yestan 
was married in Pine Bluff, Ark. in If)6:3, to 1\1iss 
Mary E. Edwards, originally from Georgia. Her 
father settled in Arkansas in 1SG1. To J\Ir. and 
J\lrs. "\Yestall have been born eight childrpn: 
~arah, Anna (wife of Alonzo l\IcDonald), 'Villiam, 
David, Millie F., :L\Iary E .. Joseph and Benjamin. 
Mr. ,restall has been a member of the Primitive 
Baptist Church for twenty year~, in which hf' is 
also an elder. He was ordained a mini~ter about 
] 574: and now has cbarge of three churches. 

001. ~1cH. "\Y illiams, a prominent planter and 
one of the men who have done much towanl ad
vancing the interests of Jefferson County, wa.., 
born in Nashville. Tenn., on August ~8. 1CS81, and 
is a son of \Vilougbby and Nancy D. (Nichols) 
'VilliamR. natives of Davi(h,on Oounty. TenD. In 
early days thp fathpr was a merchant, and as an 
example of thf' primitive ~tate of affairs at that 
period. he was tbe only bu")ineE>s man who could 
boast of an elltire hogshead of sngar in that sec
tion, his trade allowing him to keep a larger btock 
than his competitors. He was notpd as an infhwn
tial politician during his liff'. but woul(1 npver ~ 

accept Hny public oftice except that of sllPl'iff, I 
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which position he filled for several years. During 
the earlier years of his life he was a colonel of 
tHaLe militia, and at one time president of the 
State Bank. In 184G he purchased large land in 
tereRts in the State of Arkansas and comIlleneed 
farming on an extensive scale, and was also a large 
slave,owner before the war. On that occasion he 
removed with all his slaves to Texas, and after the 
war was over he brought them back, giving them 
the liberty of his plantation and acting in a noble 
manner. ,Yhen he first started in life his financial 
condition was somewhat at a low pbb, but his won
derful ability and business tact placpd him among 
the foremost men of the day. Before the war he 
went on the security of other people to the extent 
of $125,000, and as is usual in snch cases, was 
never repaid, but in a magnanimous spirit he 
turned aside the question of their ungratefulness 
and never once protested against such contf'mptible 
conduct. He was a son of Wiloughby Williams, a 
native of Virginia, who was a commissioned officer 
III the American army during the Revolution. 
This famous general, Andrew Jackson, and the 
junior \Yilonghby were warm personal frienus and 
J ack..,on was his ideal of a man, awl it was to him 
that Mr. \Yilliams owed a great deal of his success. 
Col. McH. Williams' father died in 1882 at the 
age of eighty six years, and the mother's death 
occurred July 4-, 184:4, at the age of thirty six 
years. The "\Villiams family originally came from 
England and settled in Virginia a number of years 
Lefore the Revolntion, while tbe Nichols family 
were natives of Tennessee. Capt. John Nichols, 
the father of young "\Villiams' mother, was a gal 
lant soldier in the ,Val' of 1812, and later in life 
a prosperous farmer in his native State ana a de 
voted member of the Presbyterian Church. Col. 
,Villiams' father was an aid to Gen. Dowdson 
during the Civil War, and was with Gen. Lee at 
Cheat 1\lountain during the Rame period. After 
the war he turned over his agricultural interests 
to his son Mack, who has conclucted them in an 
enterprising manner evpr since. The father died 
in Louisville, Ky., and the mother in Na'3hville, 

j 
Tenn., ana of eight children born to them, two 
are also dead. Those living an>. John H. (a farmer 
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near Nashville, Tenn.), Mary J. (widow of R. C. 
MeN ary, who was dllring his life a wpalthy mer
chant of Nashville), Mack H. (principal in this 
sketch), Wilonghhy (a prominent attOl'llry and 
planter in Jefferson COUllty, residing at Pine BlnfI), 
1\I1's. Ellen ,Yo Lewis, (wife of Marion ,V. Lewi::!, 
a well known financier of Lonisville, Ky.), Nannie 
,Yo (wife of Col. C. A. Nichol", of Pine Blnff). 
Those deceased are Dr. R. N. Williams (who was 
uuring his life an eminent physician), and Andrew 
J. (a commissioned officer under Gen. Forrest, anu 
killed in battle near Franklin, Tenn.) Mack H. 
Williams was educatell at the University of Ten
nessee, awl after graduating in 184:7 immediately 
turned his attention to planting. Being endowed 
like his father with fin!:' business tact, quick per 
ception and shrewdness, he also accumulated con
siderable wealth, and is now one of the most proF! 
perous as well as highly respected citizens of 
Jefferson County. In June, ]530, he was marriet1 
to Miss Jane Bogy, a daughter of Mr. Enos Bogy, 
a brilliant politician anu representative of hi" 
county in the legislature. This lady llied a year 
after her marriage, leaving one son, .John B., now 
a well known planter of Jefferson Coun ty. In 
1852 Capt. '" illiams was married to 1\1iss Sarah J. 
Young, a daughter of Col. R. H. Young, of Trim 
ble County, Ky., but this wife died in 186G. again 
leaving him a wiaower. Fonr children were born 
to the second marriage, of whom three are now liv
ing: Alice J. (wife of Virginius 1\furdaugh, a promi
nent merchant of Bankhead, Ark.), Hichard Y. anu 
Robert H. (both well known planters of J effel'F.iOn 
County). The one dead is Nancy l\I .. who was the 
wife of Lanier Tanner, residing neal' New Orleans, 
La. This daughter was born in ] <)35 and died in 
18c;1. In June, 1S8G, Capt. ,Villiallls was married 
to 1\lrs. Samuella K. Young, formerly of Pulaski, 
Tenn., who haR been a devoted wife. The Colonel 
is prominent ill Ma<>onic circlE'S anll a membel' of 
the Knights of Honor. In politics he is a Demo
crat, but is honest and liberal ill his political views. 
Before the wal' he owned over 100 slaves, an of 
whom he lost after that event. ':Dhe Colonel was a 
heavy loser hy that strnggle, but his unbounded 
enel'gy and grit soon placed him Oll his former 
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Ipvel, anel he ib to day one of J efferf->on County' ~ present house May J2, JQ4;). to l\1iS'l Elizalwth H. 
most prospprous lien as wpll as enjuying a flatter Taylor, daughter of Lewi'l Taylor, one of the early 
ing popularity with it.., citizells. He now owns sf'ttlers of Arkansas, who carne from Virginia in 
about '/, (lOO acrC's of fprtile land awl has placecl 1,sB8, and locatf'd part of this plaee. Elizabeth 
2,400 acres under cultivation, Lis plantations bping was horn in ] 82() and diecl in 1~47; they had one 
among the largest and most productive in the State son, now deceased. 
as also the most beautiful. 001. ~Williaills has few George S. ~Wil1is, 1\1. D. In the galaxy of 
equals as far as enterprise is conc8rned, anti was prominpnt men that hOllot' J pfl'erson County with 
one of the projPctors of the railroad from Pine their citizenship, Dr. ~Willis stanlls foremost among 
Bluff to Swan Lake and Bankhead. the medical profession. He was oorn in Holly 

E. \r. \Yilliams, a hachelor of Leland, and Springs, Mis~L, on April 17, H35.t, and is a son of 
one of the largest and most successful planters of Dr. P. A. and Emily (Jackboll) ~Willis, of Uharles 
the county, as he is one of the cleservpdly popular ton, S. 0., and Suo;sex County, Va.. respectively. 
re'lidpnts, is a native of Tennessee. having been The parents were married in Virginia, al1d soon 
born in Ml"mphis, in 1~50. His father, Gen. Jo after their union moved to Holly Springs, 1\1i'31:;., 
serb. H. \Yillia1118, came originally from Peter1:;- where the fathE'r practicecl his profession with great 
lmrg, Va., but as a citizen of Tpmlesspe became a success. He \vas a graduate of onl" of thp h·acling 
prominent man and a lawyer of ability and influ medical institutions in Georgia, amI wpll known in 
encp, his extensive wealth adding largely to a just the South. He was a soldier in thp J\Ipxican ,Yar, 
reputation. He was a member of thp State militia and during the rebellion was a member of thf' 
of Tennesspe before the war, and bplonged to the famous Jeff Davis Rifles. Aftpr the lattpr event 
:l\Iemphis Blues, of which he was captain. He he embarked in the drug business and combined 
owned large inten·sts in Memphi::., to which he de with it an office practice. III Masonic circlps the 
voted most of his time, not practicing the legal elder Willis was very prominent and had taken 
profession in latN lifp. He was once a member of some of the highest degreps in the ordpr. In poE 
the I. O. O. F. His dputh occurred in 1881 at the tics he was a Democrat and an influential man in 
age of sixty ypars. His wife, formerly Miss Jane that party. Both parE-nts WNP membprs of thp 

j 

T. ,Yilkins, of Kentucky nativity, is still living in Episcopal Church. The mothpr's death occurred 
:l\Iemphis, in fair hE-alth, at thp age of sixty years. when George was only thrpe years old. and after 
Mr. and 1\'[rs. ,Yilliams were the parents of nine hpr decease the father was again marripd, his sec, 
children. five of whom are living, and of these oUt" and wife being Miss Sarah E. Rutherford. His 
subject was the pluest. In lS()V Mr. Williams death occurred in 1879, at the agE' of sixty-two 
came to Arkansas, locating at bifl present residence, years. Two children wPre born to his first mar 
which W~tS tben in Arkansas County. He rpceived riage, Edwin S. and Georgp 8., the former a 
a libpl'al pducation, partly in Toronto, Canaaa, and prominent drnggist at Holly Springfl, JUi"'.s., who 
at ,Yaiohingtoll and Lee eniver~ity, Virginia, be- dipd from yellow fever in the year 1',:n~, whpn that 
coming WE'll infonnetl al'1 a student, awl in aftN terrible scourgp was raging thronghout thp South. 
life a man of wille reputation through his exteIlf->ivp George S. was educated in Holly Springo ann at 
reading. HI;' now has l1pwanl of 2~, non acres of Oxford, J\Ii~s., aud entel'pd his fathf-'r's (1rng pstab
land under his control, i'l proprietor of a general sup lishment after pnding his school dayio. He there 
ply stOl'P for the hands that work on the place, and learnf'd the businRss and studif'd medicinf-' at thp 
has one of thp largest gin h011sp8 on the rivpr. 1\11'. 'iame timp up to 1'37J. whpn he attpnded the Mis 
\Villiams is a gPIlial, whole souled man, thoronghly som·i Th1pdical Collegp at St. Louis, 'from which hp 
likf'd by all hif-J acquaintances. ':rhp placp on which graduated. He npxt entered thp wholpf->alp housp 
he lives is one of the oldest spttled farms in the of A. W f'llgler u Co., druggists in St. Louis. as 
connty, his father having been first marripd in the travelino' salesman 'mu hom then'l went 10 Lou' t 
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ville, Ky., where he- traveled for Arthur Peter tx, 

Co., wholesale druggists. In 1875 he became in 
te-rested in the drug husiness with Mr. Theodore 
Linthicum, at Helena, Al'k., and afterward at 
Austin, J\-liss., besides locating at various other 
places. In the meantime he had diligently kep 
up his Rtndy, and at Harrif-iburg comLined an office 
practice with his drug business. Six months latpr 
he located at Jonesboro and commenced a general 
practicp, but in 1&85 moved to Midway Station. 
The year following he came to his preseLt place 
where he has established an extensive practice and 
become one of the leading physicians in the county. 
On December 24, 1880, the Doctor was married. to 
]Hiss Ida :L\Ioore, of ,Yat4?r Valley, Miss .. a daugh
ter of 1Hr. J. J. Moore, and one son has been born 
to th4? union. Edwin O. Dr. ,Yillis is a member of 
the Episcopal Church, and a liberal contrilmtor to 
religious and educational matters. He is a mem 
ber of the Royal Arcanum, and stands well in that 
order. In politics he is a Democrat, and when 
occasion requires, his influence is generally enough 
to turn the tide in favor of that party in local elec 
tions. 

James H. ,yinters, another leading planter 
in Jefferson County, was borll in Tishomingo 
County, Miss., December 2, 18-17, and is a son of 
1\loses and. Caroline (Brady) -Wintert'l, th4? father a 
native or North Carolina. and the mother from 
Kentucky. The parents were married in Missis 
sippi, and resideu for Reveral yearR in that State, 
and at an early period settled in what now forms 
a p01'tion of Lincoln COUIlty, Al'k., where they 
reeicled until the father' R ueath on Dpcember '27, 
18()O. On his arrival ill ArkanHaH. the father 
pntered a large tract of land frolll the Government, 
and commenced clearing and improving it. The 
country was then a complete wilderness and thickly 
populated hy wild animals, but in spite of the chf 
ficulties he established his hOllle and opened up a 
very 1'ro(1uctive farm. He served some time with 
distinction in the Civil ,Yar, and on one occasion 
was capturpd and confined at Pine Bluff. Nine 
children Wf're born to the parents, of whom eight 
are yet living: James H., 8m3an, Marion S., Ten

) nessee, Henrietta, Lou, Bamnel and Fannie C. 

J arne'" H., tllP priucipal of this I:lketcb, was very 
small when his parents brought him to Arkan:-ms, 
and on account of the newneS5 of the country, he 
received a limitpL1 education in his youth, the log. 
cabin Rchool-house being the only one he could 
attend. He continued on thp farm with his par 
euts until reaching his maturity. and in the spring 
of li:lGJ t>nlisted in the Confederate service, act 
ing as courier until the surrender. He then re
turn4?d home, remaining with his parents until 
his marriage when he sought out a home of his 
own and located foul' miles southwest of Pine 
Bluff. He opened up and operated a farm with 
success until the spring of 1889, and then moved 
to Pine Bluff, where he built a fine residence. 
Mr. "\Y inters was married in 1874 to Miss Tenney 
Griffin, by whom he has had three children: James 
S., Marion G. and Tenney G. This wife died 
January 27, 1878, and on December 7, 1883, he 
was married to :Miss Rebecca Brethwait, of Ala· 
barna, who has borne two children, Ennice and 
Richard. Mrs. ,y inters is a daughter of Richard. 
Brethwait, a native of Ireland, one of the earliest 
settlers of Claiborne County, Ark. She is a 
devoted member of the Presbyterian Church, and 
deeply interested in all religious and charitable 
work connected with her community. Mr. "Tinters 
has been very Ruccessful in his farming operations 
and now owns about 800 acres of productive land 
with some :300 acres under cultivation, all of which 
he has accumulated by energy, good management 
and enterprisE'. 

- Hartwell T. and Joseph W. 'Vright are members 
of one of tllP substantial Drms of th0 county, and 
men recognized as prominent planters. They are 
sons of Joseph J. \Yright, who was a native of 
Alauama, and who, after marrying Elizabeth ,V, 
Tucker, of North Carolina, removed to Tennessee, 
where Hartwell was born, in Shelby County, Au
gust ~O, 1333. From there they went to Missis 
Rippi, and in that locality Joseph 't". first saw the 
light. December 4. ] 8:313. In 1...,3U a desire to 
locate in Arkansas bronght them to the place where 
the subjects of this sketch now reside, and here 
was opened up a farm of ..100 acres and over. 
JoS4?ph ,r right, Sr., was born in 1800; he was a t 
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representative and successful physician, and after 
reilloving to Arkansas, opened an office in Pine 
Bluff, becoming one of the lea(ling lllPll in his pro
fession in this county, and at various. times bold 
ing offices of trust. He dipd December 2:-3, 18;).4-, 
having been a strong advocate of tempprance. His 
wife was born June 18, 1811, and died Augu<,t 5, 
] 8G5. Hartwe11 and J oSElph are the only surviVOl'S 

of a family of eleven children. They were reared 
on the place where they now live, and in youth 
took great delight in hunting and fishing. Hart 
well ~erved a short time in the Confederate army, 
but being wounded at Point Pleasant, returned 
home. He UJ.arried :Miss Mary R. Toney, a native 
of Arkansas, who was born in Dallas County. She 
died :May 2-i, 1883, leaving a large family: John 
W., Epps Virginia, :l\faggie, Lucius, Hartwell, 
Talbot. Breckenridge. and Joseph (deceased). J 0 

seph \Vright was first lieutenant of Company D, 
Eighteenth Arkansas Regiment, and served until 
the close of the war, taking part in the battle of 
Jenkins' Ferry, Ark., and also at Fort Pillow, 
Tenn. Returning home he has since lived with 
his brother. He has held the office of depnt} 
sheriff. These brothers are too well known to 
need any introduction to the residents of this sec 
tiOD. Earnest, active and progressive in tbe de 
velopment of all wortby enterprises, they have 
aided materially in advancing and furthering 
needeo improvement. 

Capt. 1H. G. Sennett, recognizerl as one of the 
most extensive cotton planters in Jefferson County, 
was born in Kentucky, Madison County, October 
26, ] 83U. and is a son of Penrose and Elizabeth 
(Greenwood) Sennett, natives of France, the father 
first settling in Pennsylvania and then moving to 
Madison County, KentllCky. The mother's par 
ent':) located ill Ohio on their arrival from France, 
and later moved to Kentucky, where sbe met and 
was man·jed to Ppnrose Sennett. Thf' father WHS 

a noted pbysicjan during his life, anel a graduate 
of ,Yood's Medical College at Philadelphia, Penn.. 
practicing his profession up to the tiille of his 
death in ] 861 at the age of fifty two or fifty three 
years. HiE> wife died in ] bGJ ill the State of

j r:[1exas, and was about the same age at the time of 

~®-,.... 

death as her lmsband. The parents were membprs 
of tbe Presbyterian Church, although the lUotbpr 
had bepn l'eared a Catholic and always adhered to 
that faith. The male members of the Sennett 
family were all soldier':) of France, at onp time or 
another of their Ii ves~ and Edward P., thp fathC'r 
of Penrosp, was a colonel in Napoleon's army and 
8. resident of Lorrain8 Province. He was a political 
and religious refugee from his native country, who 
settled in the State of Pennsylvania. Tbe Green
woou family were prominent manufacturers of 
Francp and also in the United States. The father 
of Mrs. Sennett died on the Scioto River in Ohio, 
where the family had settled on coming to this 
country. The elder Sennett and his wife were the 
parents of four cbildren, of whom lI1. G. was the 
third and the only one now living. ThosE' dead 
are William \V. (who was a Confederate soldier, 
and killed at the battle of Elkhorn), Elizabeth 
(who was the wife of Edward C. Hawkins of Tip 
ton County, Tennessee, and died shortly after her 
marriage), and Annie O. (who died in her twelfth 
year.) :!YI. G. Sennett was educated in the schools 
of Lexington, ]\10., and at the Batavia College, 
Batavia, Ohio. In thp early part of I qGI he left 
school to enlist in the Confederate army, anrl be 
came a memlJer of Company K. Col. Staple's regi
ment, in which body he remained for about ten 
months, and was then transferred east of the lIfissis
sippi River, where he was assigned to Company B, 
Third 1\1issonri Infantry, nnder Col. Oockrell. He 
first entered as a private, and remained in that 
capacity until after the battle of Iuka, where he 
was severely wounded, but after his recovery he 
was promoted to the rank of third lieutenant, and 
as his merits were recognized again the rallk of 
captain was conferred on him. He then went to 
Missonri on recruiting sf'rvice. and SOOll afterward 
was captain of Company I, Ninth Confederate 
Cavalry. taking part in tlw hattl(>s of Inka. Corinth, 
Franklin Mills, Oxford, and a number of others. 
His later Lattles wet e at Grand Gnlf. Bnwllsbnrg, 
Fort Gibson, Biapeer, Raymond, Jaeksoll. Edwards 
Depot, Cbampion's Hill. Black Ri\"f'r Bridge and 
Vicksburg, where he was paroled. At that tiulP 

he was unable to S8Clue any conv8yarlC'e to l'ptnrn t 
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home and walked all the way fTom Demopolis, Ala., 
to Green County ~ Missouri. In the latter place he 
was able to procure horsps and traveled through 
Pettis, Saline. Lafayette and Cooper Connties, 
organizing companieR for the Confederate army. 
On entering tbe ranks again he took part in a 
number of skirmishes, and at Caney Bayou, in 
Chieot County, Arkan8as~ his company stormed 
and captured the stockades at the mouth of -White 
niver. He then joined Price's raid through Mis 
souri, and was at the battle of Pilot Knob when 
~laj. Bennett of his regiment was killed. After 
this they took the city of Sedalia, and then croRsed 
the Missouri River, taking part in all the battles 
in that part of the country until the close of the 
war. when be sUlTendered at ShrevepOlt, La. At 
the battle of Champion's Hill he was woundeu, as 
also at Iuka, and in several other engagements 
received wounds, which sometimes aggravate him, 
even at the present time. After the war he turned 
his attention to coHon planting on the banks of the 
Mississippi, but at the end of two years he came 
to bis pre-sent location. On his arrival he was 
almost penniless, the war having robbed him of 

almost everything, but he received $:300 from his 
fat her's estate with which to commence in business. 
MisfortunE' still followed him. howevE'l', and the 
end of his bm-iu0sH {~xpe-riencE' found him $()OO 
(lE'ht to ~Iemphi~ merchants. Capt. Sennett waR 
then engaged as oveTseer and remained in that 
capacity for foul' years, after which time he bougbt 
an interest in th!:' place now owned by him. He 
coutrols 8,100 acres in cotton and corn, and owns 
a splendid farm of 500 acres which haR been 
greatly improved, and is some of the- roO"lt fer 
tile soil in Arkansas. On May 0, 1 ~Gg, the Cap
tain was married to Miss N annie C. Seythe, of 
Jefferson County, by whom he had eight children. 
Those living at present are: John F., Fannie 
Y., Nannie E. and William 1\1. Those deceased 
are: Miles G., Bettie G., Susie P., Clifton B. 
Capt. Sennett is a member of the Royal Arca 
nUll, and in politics is a stanch Democrat. He 
embarked in mercantile life for several years, and, 
though fortune has buffeted him on many oeea 
sions, no man has ever hall his confidence mis
placed or lost a cent by the Captain's ill luck. 

t 
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~ALINE COPN'l'Y Oru(,IN.\.L BOUNDAHY Cou}.'!'\'" ~EAT PUBLIC' BI'ILDlNns-,JrVI<'IAHy-EAHLY ('OUH'!' 

'rR.\.NSACTIONS-('nI:iULNAL CALEND.\'R-BEGINNING OF' SETTLE)IENT-PWNEElt UEl'IINISCEN('EI:> 

EARLY CO.mwS~LO('AL COLONIES-LI~T OF OFFl(,I<~R:, Tn E COUNTY IN THE CIVIL '" AH

CO;\llHEIWIAL ('ENTEH~ .JO[THNALISTIC ENTEItPI:ISEb SE(,ImT ~()(,IAL Ol:GANJZA

TIONS .1\IOHAL AND 1:)PIHITUAL ~\FFAln") FINAN('TAL HEPH.E'iENTATION-


LOCATION DESCIUPTIVE ANALY::'IS- ~ATURE OF SOIL, ~UHFACE, 


PnODUCT'3, ET('.-HE'30un(,E~-AD'"ANL\GE'3 


On. ERED-BlOGHAPIIICAI.,. 


None 
Can say, here nature ends, and art begins, 
But mixt like th' elements, and born like twillS, 
So interweaved, ~o like, so much the same.-lJelllwm. 

ALINE COUNTY* was carved 
ont of Pulaski County in 1835, 
anu then included a large por 
tion of what is now Grant, 
Perry and Garland Counties. 
The commissioners elected to 
select the site for the seat of 

justice were Rezin Davis, Green B. 
Hughes and David Dodd. 

Benton had been started abont 
two years previons, and owing to 
itR central location. in the ruost 
thickly settled portion of the connty, 
was chosen as the county spat. This 
sallle board of commissioners re
taineu their office (except that Abi 
jah Davis was appoillted, Rome time 

in 1836, to take the place of David Dodd, resigned) 
until the July term of the county court, 11:)3U, 
when, after reporting, they resigned, This report 

"Kind acknowledgements are due Rev. Finis Leach, 
Thomas P,lCk, D. M. Cloud, CoL S. H. Whitthorne, Col. 
T. C. Mays and others, for valuable information (,OlltriL 
!lted in the eompilation of thil'> :"ketch. 

shows that the receipts from the county and State 
revenue from November 2, 1835, to July, 1838, 
amounted to $0,0-1-3.37, and that the expenditures 
for th8 same period aggregated $3,422.42. The 
latter included the cost of land for public build
ings, surveying the county and township lines, and 
the hnil<1ing of tbe court house and connty jail. 

The fiTst court house, a brick structure. 6()x60 
fept in size and two stories high, was erected in 
18B8, under the supervision of the board of com 
missioners. Jacob Hoov€'r was the contractor for 
the brick work. This building cost $:3.57-1.. Being 
poorly constructed it was condemned by the court 
in ] ~5(j, and the next year was torn down, the 
present house suhsequently being 8l'ected on the 
same fOlludation. 

There have been three county jails built in Sa 
line County. The first a log structure, and of great 
dl1l'a~lit.Y, was erected in ]838, at a cost of $U7;). 

It was burned, in 1850, by a rather disreputable 
character named Thornton. The spcond jail was 
erected the next year and wah a strOLlg log aUll 

hrick building; like the first, it wa:-. alho destroyt'd 

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/gdc/scd0001/2013/20131106001bi/3,422.42
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/gdc/scd0001/2013/20131106001bi/0,0-1-3.37
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by firf' in 1871. ThE' incendiary was the murderer, 
Tom Staner. The present jail is a good hrick 
h011S8 two stol'ieE> in height, 20xnO IPet in dimen 
sions, with celh; below and the jailer's residpnce 
above. It was built in lk7U. 

The first court in the county was held at a 
school h~:m8e, about fiye miles west of Benton, in 
NovE'mber, 183;-). Very littlE' business was tran
sacted othE'r than the confirmation of officers. 
~Whisky was sold on the ground, and it is said that 
the court and all of the members bpcame so influ 
enced hy this .. intruder" that the recorelR were 
lost. 

The nf'xt court convellf~d at the Baptist meeting 
house, near Duncan's, January 25, 183ft The 
county officers elect were soon sworn in and their 
bonds accepted by this court, after which it ad
jom·ned. There was no business of importance 
before this honorable body except orders for open 
ing roads. On April 20, 1836, the COUl·t ordered 
that the county should be laid off into six muni 
cipal townships. 

The first probate business transacted in the 
county was during thi-; saIlle term, letters of ad 
ministration being granted to Rebecca Collins, on 
the estatE' of 'Y. Collins (df'ceased). 

The first order to levy a tax was rnaae at the 
April term in 1837. taxing one sixth of one per 
cent on property of white male citizens; and on all 
over twpnty one and nnder fifty ypars of age, a 
poll tax of fifty cent'>, providing sneh pE'rsons had 
no taxable property. 

Notwitbstanding the fact that a number of 
munlers, homicides and serious crimes were com
witted in the early and later times in Saline 
Connty, bnt few cases appear as matters of record. 

The first murder trial in t3alinp County was 
hrought hpre on change of vpnue from Pulaski 
County. This was the case of John ,YilRon (rep
resentative) for the killing of Hon. J. J. Anthony, 
in the State Oapitol at Little Rock, <LR previously 
mentioned. Wilson wag acquittE'd. 

The killing of George McDaniels hy H. D. 
Cross, about 1i-1-t.O, hrollght about the first trial for 
murder committed in the county. Both parties 

w_~_r_e_S_~_Ll_o_o_n~~____ __k_e_e_p_e_r_S_O_f__B_e_n_t_o_n_,__a_n_d__tl_le__c_r_im__e__w_a_S 
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thp l'Psnlt of heated passion growing out of too mnch 
whisky. Cross was convictel1 of manslaughter, 
fined $1,000 and sentenced to onE' year' <.; imprison 
m(:'nt, hnt was panlO1l8(1 by tllt' Governor and 
elid not 8E'rVE' his term. "William Colvert, a sub 
stantial citizen of Benton, was a witness for the 
Rtate in Cross' trial. A elendly fend "prang IIp 
between them; hoth WE're popular, anel their qual' 
reI, instead of remaining a personal matter, causeel 
a division throughout the count~r. In the RamE' 
year Colvert killed Cross, and was tried but ac 
quitted on proof that his life had been repeatedly 
threatened by Cross. This tragedy left a feudal 
feeling for several years, but no murders resulted. 

The most shocking crime perpetrated in thiR 
county was the murder of 1\1rs. ~fcH. Stanm' and 
a neighbor lady, Mrs. H. T. B. Taylor, in 1877. 
This took place in what is now Jefferson Town 
ship, about eighteen miles northwest of Benton. 

The llllll'derer, Tom Staner, was a nephew of 
McH. t3taner, and was partly reared by the lat 
ter. The deed was done for money. ThIr. Stanel' 
was away from home, and young Staner thinking 
that he knew where his uncle l~ept his money, 
oelected that time to obtain it. Going to the house 
he killed ThIrs. Staner, and proceeded to rifle his 
uncle's trunk, snpposec1 to contain the money. 
While thus engaged Mrf.. Taylor came in, and 
the fiend tmned upon her and caused her immeeli 
ate death. The first person to discover the crime 
was a boy about sixteen years of age, who was 
working for Ml". Staner, and had left the field at 
the dinner hour. This boy, Samuel H. Brooks, 
was a half brother of the murderer, and was in 
eluded in the plot of the criminal. 

Great excitement prevaih'd throughout the coun 
try, and circumRtance" threw suspicion on t3taner, 
who was arrested ana incal'cE'rated in the jail at 
Benton. While in confinement he wrote a IE'tter 
to his brother describing Fome hidLlen money, which 
letter feU into the hands of the sheriff, and that 
officer. following the directiollR contained therein, 
found the money, and with it some of Mrs. Stan
er's jewelry. 'Vhen confronted with this l'evela 
tion Staner coufessed to the commission 01 the 
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The wildest excitement pn:-vailed, and the pl'is 
oner was removed to Pular-,ki County jail for safe 
keeping. His trial followed shortly after. His 
confe~sion, together with the evidellce mlduceu, 
disclosed the most fiendi...,h plots, and prov€>cl that 
the cpiminal had been thwarted. in a de~pernte ca 
reel' of rapine and. murder, Staner was con 
victed and sentenced to be hung the same year, 
and was publiclye1..ecuted in the court house yard 
in Bpnton, in November, 1877. The murderer's 
intention had been to kill his half brother, Hamuel 
H. Brooks, and ])Irs. Staner, and secnre what 
money he could there, and then to commjt a num
ber of similar crimes, and leave the country. After 
his sentence, and while in jail awaiting execution, 
he made a desperate effort to escape, burning a 
log out of the wall of thl? building in order to 
make an apertul'e, and even succeeded in getting 
on the outside, but the appearance of the jailer, 
J. F. Hhoppach, at an opportune moment, and thl? 
firing of three effectual pistol shots, brought the 
escaping man to a halt. The jail bmned, and 
the murderer was nursed. and guarded in the court 
house till the day of his execution, when he was 
carried to the scaffold, and hanged in the pres 
ence of an immense concours€> of people. 

The victims of this brutal affair bl?longed. to 
highly respected families, and the crime cast a 
gloom over the entire community. The ladies 
were killed with an ordinary fire poker. 

Several instances of horse stealing have oc~ 

curren from time to time, the most important of 
whirh is the Thornton Garner case. The partief. 
in this affair were Peter Garner, Field Garner, 
and ~William Thornton. The Garners were con
victed, and sentenced to five years' imprisonment 
each, and Thornton to a term of ten years in the 
penitentiary. Thornton burned the first jail. but 
was not tried for the offense. He died whill? serv 
ing his sentence for horse stealing. 

Saloon licenses were freely granted, and in 
temperance had full sway for a number of yean" 
and it is stated that with the exception of the 
Staner murder case, and one or two others, whi~ky 
caused the greater amount of crimes. As early as 

~.- _1:2, the temperance people hegan to agitate the 

liqum question, and I?xperienced variouR sUCC€>SSP8 
and failures, sometimes almost successful, and at 
other times dibcouraged. In 1878 the county voted 
on local option; every township was carried by the 
temperancp people except Saline. In 18132 the 
citizens of Benton took advantage of the three 
lllile law, an,1 sillce that time ther€> have been no 
spirituous liquors legally sold in this county. 

As in the cas~ of other localities meutioned ill 
the present volume, the territory which i" now em 
braced by Salin€> County was originally a part of 
Arkansas Territory, and later Pulaski Count~. 

Occasionally a hunting party or a solitary trapper 
passed through thl? dense forests of Salinl? River 
bottom, killing deer and other large game in cane 
brakl?s, or taking fish from the limpid watl?rs of the 
river. The natural inhalJitants of the commnnity 
remained undiElhnhed for DlaIlY years. 

The nrRt lllan (white) to hreak the fmests of 
Saline County, and signalize advancing civiliza 
tion, was William Lockert, who caml? in the spring 
of J~13, with his family, settling foul' miles south
west of Bf'nton, at the point where thE' military 
road crosses the Saline. For two years thesE' per
sons were the only ones here. SOllle time d.uring 
the year 1817, Abner Herald and his two stepsons, 
Isham and John Pelton (with their families), and 
James Buckan a nd family reached ]\11'. Lockert's, 
and later selected locabons for homes, a little farther 
up the river. About the same time, or within the 
period between 1817 alid 1821, Josiah Stover lo
cated a few miles west of LockertR, and James 
Prudden, fonr milef> south; J ndgE' ,rilliam Gald
well, ,rilliam Duncan, Joseph and Harlan Clift 
selected farms west of the Saline River. About 
1~23 Ezra M. Owen and several others began a 
sdtlement at Collegeville. Ow€>n planned a school, 
which he hoped to make the State University, and 
named the town or settlement CollegeYille. 

As Owen's settlement was near the geograph 
ical center of the territory he laid off the town, and 
endeavored to secure the capital at that point. 
Being in a good farming Rf'ction, Collegeville was 
rapidly settled. Rubert and Valentine Brazil, and 
Samuel Williams, came to the ('ounty about 1'-l~O, 

and opened farms nf'ar Benton. In 1\:2.3 twelve 
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and whosp aims seemed in decided contrast to theru:-,tom:-, rtIHl e::q)priences were not very different 
Illinds of the more spiritually mincled; hence, likefrom those of otllPl' sections. ~ettlt'rs ground 

,. 

falllili€'s, rE'illoved to Collegeville from Lawrence 
County. Ark., and from that place cut a road 
throng'h the woods to the SalinE' Hiver where they 
made a settl8111t:'nt, now known aH the ., Lind~ey 
Settlement, " ~evpll miles northWt'st of Benton. 
Among this hrave pioneer band were Calt:'b Lind
l-i8y, Sr., John Y. Lindsey, Abijah Davis, Henry 
Loui" Fletcher, George James, \Yilliam Williams 
(Blind Billy). TIurket Lindst'y, and others wlJose 
llames are not now remembered. rrhis was onp of 
the mo~t important beginnings in the county as 
the men comprising it were a thrifty class of indi
viduals who were seeking permanent homes. 
Others entered soon after. A large number of 
familips from Kentucky openecl farms and made 
for themselves abiding places, naturally giving to 
the locality the name Kentucky Township. l\1any 
of their descendants still live here, comprising 
some of Saline County's most substantial citizens. 

Prominent among those who came after 1830 
might be mentioned Green B. Hughes, Rev. Andrew 
Hunter, David Dodd, Rev. Samuel Henderson alid 
Rev. Aaron Bolt. From] '333 to 1837, vVilliam 
Scott, Thomas Pack. \rilliaill Shoppach anu A. R. 
Hocken"mith spttled in and aronnd Benton, and 
during thE' summpr of 1837 ninety families took up 
their abode in Saline Township. The leaders of 
this colony wen' Thomas Kppse, RobE'fL Calvert, 
Berryman McDaniel, Geor~:e Cobb, .John Greeo, 
Joab Pratt. Nathan Pumphrey and Jacob Leach. 
Aft(jl' this tllP county was <.;ettled morf' rapidly; 
chnrcllel-i and schools wen~ formf'd and material 
progres'3 and advallcell1ent Wf'l'e noticeable. Very 
few of the old landmark.., of that day and gpnera 
tion femain, a Jarge Iwrrentagp of the first l-iettlen; 
having passed to the ,. silent majority." SOIDe 
have movt'll to other ~tates. None of Lockerts (lr 
the original family of UalUwells are at present living 
in the county. Of thosp who ('arne ill 1817, Siuby 
(Pelton) Shoppach (consort of William Shoppach 
and the mother of the pre">ent sheriff of Salioe 
County) i <.; the only ~mrviVOl'. Harlan Clift and 
IUrR. Rntha A. \"ills, both of whom located here 
ill 1~:!--l-, aI'f' f-Itillli ving. From] ~1;) to 1~25 early 

their corn Oll hand mills, reqmrmg the labor of 
onp member of the family fo), about half the time; 
all articles of clothing including ShOPh wprp made 
by hand; wild game of differont kinds nbounded, 
hUllting aml fishing were thp principal sports aml 
pastimes, as well Hb tlH' most profitablp means of 
subsistence, ancl the pioneer foun<l Littl? Rock, 
a small tradillg post tW8nt) three milps away, the 
only placp wherp any of the products of the farm 
or the chaRe could be exchaugerl for commoditips, 
01' where a ,. turn of corll " might be ground. Be
ing determined to overcome these inconveniences 
as far as possible, Samuel \Villiams, in 1'523, 
erected a water-mill, the first on "Williams' Creek, 
about ten miles northwest of Benton, and for a 
few years enjoyed a thriving businf'ss, or until the 
entire mill was washed away by a freshet. About 
1830 Charles Caltlwell built a ,yater-mill five miles 
northwest of Bpnton, and in the Harne year .Jof>eph 
Olift erected a horse mill eight miles southwest of 
that town in what is now Fair Play Township; in 
1838, James Harrill and Burket Lindsey con 
structed a water mill on Holly Creek, foul' milefi 
southeast of Benton, in Shaw Township. Latpr a 
number of grist mills an<l cotton gins were erected. 
The county enjoypd a healthy growth for an inland 
section, till 187:3, when the Iron ]Ylonntain Rail 
road was built through it, this lending material aid 
and giving an impetu::> whieh still continued, proving 
of decided benefit to further improvement and de
velopment, and about that time the manufacture 
of pottery was begun, which soon became the Ipad· 
ing manufacturing industry of the county. 

\Yith every colony entpring the wild and un 
bl'oken territory of Salim', there Wpr8 Godly men, 
whose sole aim in life wa" to build np a common 
wealth rich in religious alio. moral virtneR, and these 
<lid their work well. The honse of the first settler 
(William Lockert) was thp place where thp eadiest 
preaching was heard; and ther?, too, tue illany 
gr0vPs sacred to the memory of the oldest citizens, 
who first heard in this region, fro III the lips of tIlp 
pioneer preacher, the "vVorus of Life." Others 
there wel'e different in thonghts and purposes, 
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all fro'ntier settlements, tbe virtueR and vices of the 
new locality flourished togetber. 

Religious IDeetings were about the only public 
gatherings of early days, and these were attended 
by everyone. Some would take their guns with 
them, hiding th0m during sefyices, and perhaps 
kill a deer or turkey on the \vay home. To lw 
come a Rkillful hand with the rifle was the highest 
ambition of the pioneer youth. " Log rollings" 
and "corn huskings" were common diversIons, 
and a means of mutual benefit, and the scene of 
many athletic encounters between those who 
"banked" on their muscle; in those times, too, 
the" little brown jug" played its part." 

The official list of Saline County compl'ises the 
following nampd indi viduals, all well remembered 
and esteemed, whose terms of service are annE'xed: 

Judges of the county courts: T. S. Hutchin
son, 1835 36; H. Prudden, 1836 38; R. Brazil, 
1838-40; ,V. 1\1. Scott, 1840-42; A. R. Crisp, 
1842 -1--1; G. n. Hughes, 1844 -16 ; Robert Cal
vert, 18-10 50; W. ]H. Scott, 1830 52; 'V. E. 
Beavers, 1852 5-1; Joseph Scott, 1854 60; James 
T. Poe, 1860 62; ,Yo Scott, 1862 1868; J. A. 
Medlock," 1868 to July, 1868; T. A. 1\1orris, from 
July, 1868, to February, 1869; thE'n J. A. '1\1ed
lock again, till 1874; J. W. Adams, 187-1-78; 
D. J. McDonald. 1878-82; Barton Howard, 1882 
to November, 1883; then John L. Laymon, judge 
(vice B. Howard, deceased), till 1884; A. A. Craw 
ford, 1884 90. 

Clerks of the county courts: Samuel Cald 
well, 1833 36; G. B. Hughes, 1836 3S; S. S. 
Collins, 1838 -1:0; G. B. Hughes. ISJO 42; E. 1\1. 
Owen, 18-1-2 40; A. R. HockE'l'smith, 1846 32; 
J. ",V. Shoppach, 1852 62; L. Collins, 18G2 64; 
A. R. Hockersmith, 18G4 66; )H. J. Henderson, 
18G6 68; J. A. Mills, 1808 72; J. P. Henderson, 
1872 74; J. H. Shoppach, 187-1 80; J. F. Shoe 
maker, 1880 88; J. L. Parham, 1888 HO. 
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Sheriffs: V. Brazil, 183t) 36; Samuel Collins, 

1836 38; E. M. Owen, 1838 42; G. W. Ruther

ford, 18-12 4:4:; Thomas Pack, 1844 48; J. 1\1. Mills, 

1848 50; Thomas Pack, 1850 32; 'Yilliaill Craw-

ford, 1852-54:; W. A. Crawford, ]834- 58; l\I. S. 


~~er,,;808-()2; Thomas Pack, 1862 G8; W. U. 

Pack 1868 72 (L. G. 'Yilliams was sheriff from 
July to October, 1808); ",Y. 'Y. Thomp'3on, IH72
80; J. F. Shoppach, 1~SO 90. 

Treasurers: J. Y. Lindse}~, 183G 4-0; N. Davis. 
]S40 .t4-; A. B. Bates, ]8-1--1: 4-G; 1\1. lH. Clond, 
1S-4:6 -1-'-,: D. E. SteeL 1')48 30 : James Carter, 
]850 GO; 'Villiarn T. Poe. ]SnO 62.; J. F. ',"hite, 
1802 G6; C. F. 1\loore, ISOo OS; R. 1\1. Thomp 
son, 186~ 72; G. "VV. Hunnicutt, 1872 76; :M. 'V. 
House, ]870 78; J. Kirkpatrick 187S 8-4:; John 
A. 'Wilkerson, 1584 86; J. A. 'Yilkerson, 18')6 90. 

Coronel'S: C. Lindsey, 18:35 36; J. J. Joiner, 
1836 38; George McDaniel, 1838 JO; E. Hooper, 
18-10 44; ,Yo G. W. Erwin, 184-4 4-6: J. Brooks, 
18-16 -1S; J. B. Lane, 18-i8 50; W. H. Keltner, 
1830-32: J. T. 'Yalkpr, 1832-34-; 1\1. R. Thomp 
son, 1854 36; 'Yiley Lewis, 1836 58: E. Leech, 
18G8 62; J. G. Glidewell, ]862-68; J. A. Halbert. 
180S-72; ,Yo ,V. Jordan, 1872-74; ",Y. Leech, 
18i.,1 76; WilliaD.J Leech, 1576 78; 'Yilliam Brent, 
1')i8 80; T. Lewis, 18S0 82; H. Holland, 1 S82 
S4; W. S. 'Yinchester, 1884 88: D. F. Dobbins, 
1888 00. 

Surveyors: A. Carrick, 11):33 30; J. R. Con 
way, 1836 38; C. P. Lyle, 1838 42; F. Leech, 
1842-46; J. H. Njsewander, 18-4:6 4-8; F. Leech, 
184:8 5~; George J. Cloud, 1852 36; J. H. Martin, 
1830 60; J. W. Smith, 11)60 62: A. J. 1\IcAlister, 
1862 66; ,Yo A. 'Vilson, 1866 68; ,Yo R. Gregory, 
1868 to 1\larch) 1871 (then 'Y. L. Lee, till 18(2): 
J. ,Yo Hammond, 1872 74:; W. S. Lee, ]874: SO; 
J. ,Yo Hammond, 1880 86; J. F. "'right, ]S80 90. 

Assessors: The sheriffs were e,;c officio assessors 
fro111 ]b3:J to ]508; E. H. Vance, Jr., ]865 70: 
followed by R. Thompson, until 1872; J. Cooper, 
1812-76; J. 1\L Cooper, 1"S,6 78: J. L. Crabtree, 
ISiS-So; D. A. Cameron, 1')86 \JO. 

Representatiyes: Charles Caldwell, 18:36 38; 
,V. S. Locked, 183b -10; R. Brazil and Dayid 
Dodd, 18-to 42; Robert Calvprt ana R. Brazil, 
1842 4-3; Charles Caldwell, 1SoU 4-3; Green B. 
Hughes. 184.(") -17; W. l\I. Scott awl 'Y illiam Hen 
slee, ] S48 4:0; J. 1\1. "Tills and D. Dodd, 1~31 
32; James F. Fagan, 1852 5;~; A. R. Hocker 
smith. ] 85-1 53; L. H. Bean. 1836 01"; ,y illiam 

A. Crawford, 1808 3D, Robprt Murphy, 1~(\1 ~~ 
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also 18()2 ():3. Saline County had no repl'esenta 
tiYe in the Fifteenth legislature, 18()4 oS; B. S. 
l\lodlock, 1866 07. The Seventeenth legislatnre 
elected the mem bel'S by districts, and t:)aline was 
rflpresentetl togethE'l' with Dallas and PelTY by G. 
H. KylflanclJ. G. Gibbon, lS()S CHJ; (irant, P(>lTY, 

Dalla..;; ancI Saline l'E'pl'Psentr<l h} 'V. H. Hal'lt-'Y 
Rnd J. H. Scales, lSml 71, alHl by J. ,r. liOSSE'tt 

and VV. It. Harley, 1812 1;-3,; Dallas, Perry aml 
Saline represented by :1\1. :l\I. Duffie ancI ,T. \Y. 
Gossett at extra sessioD, lVlay, J87-!; Alexander 
Rnssell. 1874 75; Isaac Harrison, 1817; same. 
187g; J. 'Y. Adams, 1881 S2; S. ,Yo Adams, ]883 
84; J. A. P. Bingham, 1883 SU; P. M. Trammel, 
1887 88; V. D. Laffl?rty, 18S8 go. 

On some accounts it might pel'haps be wdl to 
overlook the pal't which Saline County took ill the 
late internecine strife, not that it is unwodby of 
lllention, but to avoid the l'ecoJIection of what is 
now being rapidly forgotten. The following facts, 
however, will serve to show that as a whole loyalty 
to those interests felt to be right WRS maint.ained, 
and the county emerged from the strife satisfied 
to go forward and repair the devastation wrought 

, by the ruthless hand of war. 
Saline fUl'nishfld not far from 1,300 men for 

the Confedel'ate service, about twenty per cent of 
whom returned; the remainder bravely laid down 
their lives in demand to thfl call made upon them. 
Heroes they were, and the memory of their de" 
votion will live on forever. '1'he companies rai'ooed 
for the war WE're as fonows: Oompany E, Capt. 
James F. Fagan (later gent:'ral); First Arkansas 
Infantry, Capt. M. J. Henilerson, a full company 
for the Third Arkansas Cavalry; Capt. J. \\~. 

Adams, a full company for thp Twputy fifth Ar

kansas Infantry. 
The Eleventh ArkRnsas had from Saline 

OOL1nt.y full companies made np by Capts. John 
Doug-Iafo>, lVloonpy, Vance, Smith aDd Waters, 
in I8ol; Capts. \r~ner \Vatkins, l\1ark l\1i1ler 
and Capt. Brown each rai')ed companies, which 
were transferred to the Trans l\Iississippi Artillery; 
Capts. Threlkill, Gregory and Brown recrnited 
companies in 1 S63, and in the Rame year Oapts. 
Isaac Harrison, A. A. Cmwfonl, and A. O. Hock 
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el'smith raised rpcruiting companies. 'rherc were> 
no battles fought within tllf' county's limits, but 
thE' people sufi'NP{l a full share from the hands of 
the FcilC'ral troops, afo, weB as from marauding 
parties awl lluprinciph>d lllen bC'longing to neither 
army. 

0111::' martyl', Dayi<l O. Dodu, a son of Anchew 
Do<1d, a youth of eighteen, waf, sent by the Con
federate commander, as a HPY, to ascertain tlw 
strength and position of the Lnion army at Little 
Rock, in December, 1864. His actions aroused 
suspicion, and led to his arrest. The papers fOllnd 
all his person showed that he had performed his 
work ,"veIl. He had complete drawings of the 
Union strong-holds and weak points, and plans that 
indicated others wore with him. The young man 
was tried and sentenced to be hanged as a spy. 
On account of his yout,h Gen. St,eele, the officer 
in cOlllmand, disliked to execute the sentencc\ and 
offered to pardon young Dodd if he would give the 
names of the others that were with him, but the 
brave boy replied that he pl'efern'ld to die, rather 
than to betray his friends, and was accordingly 
hanged January 12) 1865. 

Two companies were made up for the Federal 
army in Saline County, one by Capt. Patrick 
Dodd) and another by Oapt. Sol. Miller, in 1862 
63. Dm'ing the winter of J863 64 a portion of 
Gen. Steele's army WE're camped at Benton. They 
built a fort on the military road in North Ben 
ton, which is still well defined, also constructing 
RO embanl{ment across the same l'oad, in the south 
part of the town. N either of the fortin cations, 
however, were ever used. 

It is a fact apparent to every close observer, 
that centerti of commercial importance io any com
munity seem to indicate the real condition of the 
agricultural region 6urrounding them. The towns 
and villages of Saline County, while not noted as 
large cities, are especially important in their re 
lation to the county as a whole. 

Benton was not the first tl)wn laid out in Saline 
Connty, but it was a place of business as early as 

1834. In that year Joshua Smith kept a stOl'e in 
his house, Rnd as the country around began to 
settle up, others came and engaged in mel'cantile t 

.., 
,... ~F 



~ALINE OOUNTY. 

business, each for a short timE'. In] ~37 J osbua 
Smith and 'Villiam Calvert formed a partnership 
and built a large storphouse, putting ill a largp 
stock of goods. Smith died just as the new firm 
was about to begin business, which was subse 
(luently carried on by Calvert. 

About the same time A. R. Hockersmi t Ii ana 
Thomas Pack parh erected buildings HnLl entpred 
into llJprchandising-, and later on .James Moore and 
George A. McDonald built a hotel on the present 
site of Pack's Hotel. Aftel' this the town grew 
rapidly for several yeal's. 

An order of ineorporation was granted at the 
April term of court in 183\). Rezin Davis was 
appointed mayor, and Jacob Hoover, James Cox, 
Presley L. Smith, 'Villiam Calvert and Robert 
Gregory, councilmen, Judge Halsey Prudden mak
ing the appointments. 

Originally there were but eighty acres laid off 
for the town of Benton. and that land was deeded 
to the commissioners by Rezin Davis for a can 
sidel'ation of $33. Prior to the war twenty acres 
were added on the north called North Benton. In 
1853 Allen's addition of twenty acres to the south 
ern part was made, followed in 1S70 by Field's 
addition of 160 acres on the west. These adJi 
tions, together with the original eighty acres, com
prise the present area of Benton. It is a growing 
town, at this time numbering about 900 inhabit
ants, and includes among its intereflts the follow
ing three churches, Baptist, 1\'[pthodist, and Presby
terian; two good school buildings, in which five 
teachers are employed; ten general stores, thl'ee drug 
stores, two groceries, a butcher, two barbers, three 
hotels and two boarding houses1 one livery, four 
blacksmiths, seven resident preachers, five lawyers, 
four physicians, one saddle and harnl'ss shop and 
two shoemakers. The leading industry is the man 
ufacture of pottery, there being seven large plants 
in and near the town. Two gin and grist mills, 
besides a planing mill and a tannery lend additional 
strength to the business of the place. Most fortun 
ately there are no saloons here, and, as might be 
expected, the moral atmosphere of the town is 
elevating. Being centrally located in the county, 
twenty three miles south of Little Rock on the 

o 

main line of the St. Louis & Iron l\Iountain Hail
road. Bpnton's prospects for fnture prosperity an" 
most enconraging, anel there i~ every reason to ex
pect a permanent, substantial growth, not in the 
dif>tant futur8, but nOlv. 

Tra"kwood, the only t0wn in the township of 
the same namE', is situated ill the southerll part of 
the connty, all the maill linE' of the Iron 1\Ioulltain 
Railroad. It was cOlUmenced as early as 1~73, 
but onl~ existed as a flag station until 1882, at 
which time several new houses were erected, and 
tbe place entered upon a successful growth. It now 
comprises a railroad depot, four general stores, one 
hotel, a lumber yard and one gin and grist mill, be 
sides sundry interests. The Traskwood public and 
private school at this point was established in IS8G 
by Prof. ,Yo P. Johnson, 'with the assistance of other 
leading citizens of Traskwood. It i" one of tIle best 
institutions in the county, anu au important factor 
in the development of educational affairs. 

Collegeville, the oldest town in the COlUlty, and 
on this account a place of prominence. was settled 
in 1'32-4: by Ezra 1\1. Owen, who laid off forty acres 
of land in town lots, and made other preparations 
for a large center. As elsewhere stated, he planned 
a school, that was intended to become the State 
College, and gave his town the name of College 
ville. Quite a "boom" was created in this pio 
neer village by its enterprising founder. and Col
legeville came very near being the capital of the 
State, in ] 836, only losing that distinction by a 
few votes. 'Vhile not baving met the expectation 
of its originator, it is now a brisk little hamlet 
containing six families, two stores. one church and a 
good private- school. 

Bryant, started in 181:1, is a live little village 
on tIle Iron 1\Iountain Railroad. in Bryant Town
ship. It is situated on the highest point between 
Little Rock and Tpxarkana, on that road, and bas 
a railroad depot, four "tores. a hlacksmith shop. 
two churches and a 1\Iasonic ball. 

'Yoodson is a thriving town in Perkill~ Town 
ship, on the Little Rock, lUississippi River /y:, Texas 
Railroad. located in the best farming section of 
the county. Its population is forty. 

Hens\,'y, also in Perkins Township, is a com· ! 
t"" 

1 
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paratively new town started in 1881 by}VIr. \V. B. 
RenslE,]. Its enterprise and promincnce as (l, place 
of local commercial importance have gathered 
within its limit~ ahout 400 peoplE'. 

Journalistic E'fforts havp ('ombinE'd in all agE's 
to wield immense infhwnce ill i he chanw?li-i to 
which their attention has he011 directed. ThE' first 
paper published in f:5alim-' COUllty ,vas the f:5aline 
County Digest, founded by 'Y. A. 'iYebher, in 
187(). This was a seven column folio, published 
weekly, and of Demorratic tendencies politically. 
The Digest enjoyed a good patronage, and had a 
circulation of 1,000. In November, 18S2, the 
paper became the property of B. B. Beavers, who 
called his publication the Saline County Review. 
It was edited and published by him till November, 
188B, when Col. S. H. \Vhitthorne bought Beavers' 
interest and gave to the Review the namp of 
Saline Conrier, increasing the size of the paper, 
and making it a nine column folio. 

The Saline Courier (same name as the above) 
was established by Col. S. H. ,Yhitthorne, in Sep
tember, 1882, and was ably conducted by him, as 
its editor and proprietor, until August, ] 883, when 
the office was sold to Jim Tom Story, the latter 
moving the samp to J\lalvE'rn. The Courier had 
bpen from its first issue the rival of the Digest, 
notwithstanding both were Dpmocratic in politics. 
In Novpmbpr, 1888, Col. S. H. Whitthorne, ('om
plying with the request of a large number of the 
citizens of Benton and Saline County to Tesume 
the newspaper bURinps~, pun'hased the Bpview 
outfit, and again entered upon the puulication of 
tll(' Saline Courier. The Courier office, with all 
its contpnts. was distroyecl by fire in Decpmbpl', 
18S3, but was replacpd by an entirely new equip 
ment, fifteen days later. This journal afterward 
changed handR a number of times, being bought 
by T. K. Whitthorne in April, 113135, who Bold in 
November, 1883, to H. D. Laymond. Its founder, 
Col. S. H. ,Yhitthorne, once more assumeu. control 
in August, 1886, and decidedly improved it, 
incrpasing its size to that of a nine column folio, 
and greatly 8nlarging its circulation. In Octo
ber, 1887, Col. "hitthornp sold out to A. F. 
Gardner, who ran thE' pappr without challgp till 
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October 10. ] 888, when he solu. to 001. T. C. 
Mays, und~r whm.;p able managpment it now gOE'S 
forth weekly, as a five column quarto, Democratic 
politically. It is doing a great service toward the 
development of the reSOUl'ces of Saline County. 
In ehangillg tIl!' form of the paper, its prespnt 
editor, also changed the name to tlll' Bpnton 
Courit'r, under which title it enters the homes 
of many readers. 

In tbe matter of secret societies Saline County 
is well Tepresented, the inducements offered by 
these various organizations being substantially 
appreciated by the residents of this locality. 

The first Masonic lodge in the county was Ben 
ton Lodge No. 3J, which was organized JanuaI'y ]4, 
1850, under dispensation from E. H. English, G. 
\Y. }VI. of the supreme lodge. Those named in the 
dispensation as officers were O. Scott, W. M.; 
Isaac T. Cole, S. W., and Henry T. Cole, J. ':V. 
Among those present were Jacob Leach, Joseph 
Dirgan, Abijah Davis and David Dodd, who joined 
in the petition to the grand lodge for organization. 
Thomas Pack and Robert Garrett were subsequent
ly initiated at the first meeting of thf> lodge. 

Other societies of this order organized later in 
the county are Ionic No. 377, of Union Township; 
Paran No. 309, of Jefferson Township; Bryant No. 
44], Bryant Township; Iron Springs No. 342, Ban
BPr Towm;hip, and Adoniram Lodge, Hurricane 
Township, and Fair Play Lodge in Fair Play 
rrownship. All have good halls, and are in a flour
ishing condition. 

Saline Lodge No. U, 1. O. O. F., located at 
Benton, was organized September 20, ] 852, Capt. 
J. A. P. Bingbam, Simon Mora, A, Oswald, David 
F. Leach and C. L. Davis being among tbe charter 
members. This society has a pleasant lodge room 
over the First Methodist Episcopal Church, and 
includes a membership of fourteen at the present 
time. S. M. Sweeten is noblf> grand, and Dr. O. 
Hays, secretary. 

Corona Lodge No. 7, (Rebekah Degree), I. O. O. 
F., was instituted October 24-, 1884. Its member 
ship numbers sixteen. Eva Torrey is noble grand, 
Dr. C. Hays also being secretary of this body. 

Benton Lodge No. 26, 1. O. G. T. was organ-
t 
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ized September 22, 1873, by Col. S. H. "\yhit
thorne, G. 'Y. L., by whom al..,o it was reorganized 
Nov. ] 2, 1880. A convenient lodge room is in 
the Oeld Fellows' hall. This society has the best 
interests of the community at heart. 

Saline Lodge No. 131U, which was organized 
January 8, uno, with twenty seven members, has 
paid six benefits, and has a membership of fifty
eight at present. Their room is in the Oad Fel 
lows' hall. 

It is very important that special attention should 
be directed to the educational development of a 
locality as indicating the true tone of its advance
ment and culture. As may perhaps be supposed, 
there were very few public schools in Saline before 
the war, owing to the lack of popular favor mani 
fested toward the free school system, but good se
lect schools have been numerous since 1836. Prom
inent amoDg the pioneer "wielders of the birch" 
hereabouts were J. L. Y Hney, William Jones, Rev. 
Finis Leach, lUI's. J. C. Moore, 'V. S. Lee, Rich
ard Hammond, and a l\Ir. Thorington, who taught 
subscription schools, and many of the substantial 
citizens of this county were their pupils. Of the 
teachers named only one, Rev. F. Leach, is at pres
ent Iiving. Public schools became more popular 
about 1872, and in that year buildings were erected 
in every township, fifteen in number. The following 
summary sh0ws the actual condition of the schools 
in 1880: White children, 3,996; colored, 683; ag
gregate' 4:,679; number enrolled, 4,44:6. Number 
of teachers, sixty two; amount paid to teachers, 
$2,018.33; number of schools taught, fifty; num
ber of houses erected during the year, six. The 
receipts for the year aggregated $13,881Al, while 
the expenditures amounted to $13,032.50. Two 
institutes have been held during the year, attended 
by nearly evel'Y teacher, and proving of much good 
and encouragement in the direction of youthful in 
struction. The school houses are generally well 
furnished, and the schools are in a prosperons 
condition. Several good private schools are abo 
maintained in the county. 

As the earliest forerunners of religious <..1enomi 
nations in Saline' s pn~sent territory the ]Uetho<..1i::;ts 
deserve prominent mention, having been the first 

to establish churches, and holel services here. 
r ntil 1'336 Al'kan:;,a'3 belongeel to JUissonri Oonfer 
encE'. Ab early as ] 817 Rf'vs. ,yilliam Stevenson 
and John Harris were appointed to Hot Springs 
district, and were probably the pioneer Methodist 
ministers in this part of the State. nIl'. Steven
son, the more distinguished or the two, was made 
presiding eleler of Hot Springs district, and served 
fonr years in that capacity. Some time in 1817 
Rev. Stevenson held religious services at the resi 
Jence of ,yilliam I-,ockel't, probably the first in the 
county. At that time there Wf're only six families 
in what is now called Saline Oounty, and fOl' several 
years arter meetings wero held in neighbors' hou'3es 
and in groves. 

Benton l\Iethodist Episcopal Church was found 
ed about 183(), and the present building erected 
ill 1853. This was the first church in Benton, and 
was built by all denominations, the Odd Fellows 
aiding by their assistance in completing the upper 
part of the house for their hall. 

Saline Church, organized perhaps as early as 
18JO, is the site of Saline camp ground. It is in 
Saline Towllship and was founded by Rev. Patrick 
Scott. nIount Zion and New Bethel, in Saline 
Township; Pleasant Hill, in rnion Township 
(founded in Ib(0); ,yesley' s Ohapel (now Bryant). 
at Bryant; Oak Grove (organized in Ib56); Mount 
Carmel (1889), in Saline TownRhip; Hunter's 
Chapel (organized in 188{3 and dedicated by Rev. 
E. N. ,Vatson, P. E.); l\fcNeleancl' s Chapel (188D); 
Pleasant Hill, Shaw Township (1858); Sardis, 
Hurricane Township (1858), the site of Centen
ary camp grounds; Saline Hill, Banner Town
ship (1837, originally Old Saline); Collegeville, 
Owen Township (18313); Paran, Jeft'erson Town
ship; Libelty, Liberty Township (1870); Hickory 
Grove (lS3U), Fair Play Township; Traskwood 
(1bS9), are all tlouribhing societies, and nearly all 
have good Sabbath schools connected ~\Vith them. 
Saline campground referred to above, and one of 
the most noted in the State. was started in 1S61', 
nnder the leadership of Rev. Patrick Scott. It is 
located six miles northwef't of Benton, and has, in 
addition to a commodious tabernacle over 1()O 

hooths. Centenary camp grouncl waR commenced t 
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and improved by Sardis Church. A camp ground 
in Hurricane Town~hipj twelve miles E'ast of Ben 
ton, was laid out in ] 88-t- by Rev. Harvey Watson, 
the leading spirit; a good tabernacle UUll tWElnt) 
fonr booths are here. 

The Baptists, like the :lUethodist brethren, be 
gan religious work at a very early date. The first 
minister of this denomination, of whom anything 
can be learned, was Rev. Jesse Bland, who is 
mentioned as early as 1825. Later are found the 
names of Revs. ~amuel Henderson, Silas Dodd, 
Aaron BoH and Allen Samuels. 

Union Baptist Church was the first Baptist or 
ganization in thE' county, having started in 1830, 
with eight member':) at the house of Rev. Jesse 
Bland. Services were held in groves and private 
houses until 1535, when a round log church build
ing was erected. J eSEle Bland and Silas Dodd 
were the most prominent among the original mem 
bers. The church continued without a pastor tm 
183..1, when Rev. SamuE'l HendE'l'son was called to 
serve them, remaining till 18400. He was folloWE'd 
by Rev. Aaron Bolt up to 184.3, and Hinee that time 
a number of others have occupied the pulpit. 
They now have a gooJ building near the flite of the 
original chul'ch, and a membership of lOu. Rev. 
J. T. Henderson is pafltor. 

Spring Creek (Benton) Baptist Church wao the 
second organized in this ('ounty, the meeting 
being held in the house of David Dodd, on the 
first Sunday in April, ) b3G. Hev. t3amuel Hen
dersun preached the sermon, Revs. Allen Sarou 
els, Silas Dodd and :1\108es Bland being instru 
mental in the formation. The charter members 
were DaviJ. Webb, Elizabeth Webb, Samuel Hen 
derson, Aaron Bolt, David Dodd and Sarah Dodd. 
Rev. Sam1lel Henderson was moderator. 

Spring Creek Church continued to grow and 
prospf'l', anel in IM78 chauged the name to the 
Firfot Baptist Chnrch of Benton, worshipping in 
the Uniun Church until 1891, when the present 
snbstulltial E'dificE' wa~ erected. They now have a 
mell1bership of 130, and a flourishing Sabbath 
school, of which D. M. Clouel if! superintendent. 
Rev. B. F. Milam is pastor of the church. 

J Salem Church was organizpd, in 1'336, by Rev. 

. 1 

ARKANSAS. 

Allen Samuels, who was its first pastor. It is 
situated in Jefferson Township, and is now under 
the spiritual guidance of Rev. H. A. Goodwin. 

North Fork Church was organized in Holland 
Township, in 1837, by Samuel Henderson, who 
was pastor up to 1841. 

Kentucky Chlll'eh, situated in Kentucky Town 
ship, six miles nodhwest of Benton was organized 
by John Y. Lindsey, in 1837, and services were 
held in groves and private houses until 1840. A 
house was then built in the grove where the church 
was organized. Rev. Lindsey was pastor of this 
church from 1837 till his death, in 1865. Rev. F. 
Moore served until 1869, and Rev. J. T. Hender
son from 186H to 1874. The present membership 
is 16U. 

There are a number of other churches of this 
denomination in the county, twenty two in all. 
Every township has at least onE'. Spring Creek 
Church was the body with which the Fjrst Baptist 
Association met that convened south of the Arkan
sas River in Arkansas. This was in October, 
1836, delegates being in attendance from Louisi
ana and t30uthern Arkansas, some of whom trav
eled over 200 miles in ox wagons. Hev. Samuel 
Henderson was moderator. 

The Presbyterians began church work in t3aline 
County in 1838, and in that year founded an 
organization four miles south of Benton. Rev. 
'William Harlanu was pastor, and Robert Cal vert, 
Thomas Keesee, Jr., and Gideon Keesee, ruling 
elders. The society was called" Saline Congre. 
gation," and for a time flourished, but finally went 
down. It was reorganized at Bpnton, in 1851, by 
Rev. John F. Ring, pastor, and ]3'. Leach, Robert 
Calvert and Johu Lindsey, ruling plders. Up 
to ] 88-1: worship was held in the Methodist Episco
pal Church building at Benton, but at that time 
a good frame' house (the pre.sent one), in Benton, 
was constructed and utilized. The present mem 
bpr~hip numbers eighty; Rev. J. P. Lemon is pas 
tor. A good Sabbath school is an encouraging 
branch of the church work. Rev. Finis Leach, 
one of the original members, and who joined at 
the first organization, still survives. 

Financial affail's always occupy a prominent t 
.. ~F~~ 
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place in the proceedings of courts, and Saline is 
no exception to the gpneral rule. The amount of 
taxes collected for the year 1837 IV as $5-16. 62 ~ ; 
1838, $1,2-11.01; for 1839, $2,3-19. :33. A gradual 
increase was subsequently observed in the tax sys
tem, and the methods of collecting delinquent 
taxes were much improved. In 1882 Saline 
County's indE'utedness was $2-1>000, and, in 1889, 
$3,339.6-1, the indebtedness having been reducpd 
to its present limit since the closing of the saloons. 
Prior to that time a decided annual increase ob
tained. The delinquent tax is now small, and the 
county will be entirely free from debt in two years. 
A spirit of improvement is manifested throughout 
the E'Dtire community. A $5,000 iron bridge over 
the Saline Ri vel', on the military road, was ordered 
at the October term of court, 1889, and otber im
proyements of decided benefit are assured. The 
total rate of taxation is 15 mills, apportioned as 
follows: County, 4 mill8: bridge, 1 mill; special 
scbool tax, 5 mills; State, 5 mills. 

HaviDg in these pages given a sketch of the 
material affairs of Saline County, it may be of in 
terest to note its natural advantages of production 
and growth, so abundantly supplemented by man's 
wisdom and enterprise. The county's location is 
a most favorable one. Situated in the central part 
of the State, it is bounded north by Perry, east 
and northeast by Pulaski, south by Grant and Hot 
Spring, and west by Garland and Perry Connties, 
in a section peculiarly fertile. From its eastern 
extremity on the Arkansas River, in Township 2, 
south, to its most western point in Township 2, 
north, is fifty four miles, and its greatest width on 
the line between Ranges 15 "and 16, west, is thirty 
miles. This territory is divided into nineteen 
municipal townships, included in which are twenty 
postoffices. 

The area of the county is 690 s(l'.wre miles, or 
-1-11,600 acres, of which the United Stateh GOY 
ernment owns 02,000 acres, subject to homestead 
entry; the State about 40,000, and tht> Iron 
Mountain Railroad Company VO.OOO acres. Nearly 
fifteen pPr cent of its tillable land is in cultiva
tion. 

In the eastern part a generally level physiral 

asped is prp'3ented, heavily timbered. Soil of a 
light sandy Joam predominates, except on the 
Arkansas River, where it is darker and heavier, anet 
exceedingly fertile, bf'ing unexcelled in the pro
duction of corn and cotton. 'rhe central portion 
is more broken, the soil here being of a red sandy 
and gravelly nature, except on the bottom. lanus of 
the Saline River, ::md is admirably adapteu for the 
raising of fruits, corn, cotton and vegetables. 
Strawuerries and peaches are also produced very 
early in the season. The county's western portion 
i"i mountainous; here the soil is a reel sand and 
gravel, and it is well watered by the tributaries of 
the Saline. 

The Saline River traverses the central pOl'tion 
of the territory, in a direction somewhat from 
northwest to southeast. Its tributaries, North 
Fork, Alum Fork, Middle Fork and South Fork, 
entering the county on the borders of the north
west, central, and southwestern parts, converge 
and form this river about three miles northwest of 
Benton, and that stream £lows on through the 
county. 

Lamh on the Saline and its tributaries are ex
cellent for farming purposes. The uplands are 
fairl) timbered, while the valleys are in many 
places all unbroken forest, ill which some of the 
finest timber in the State can be founel. Oak, 
ash, hickory, walnut and yellow pine are the lead
ing varieties, thougb many other kinds, equally 
important and useful, abound. 

Almost the entire mountainous portion of the 
county is underlaid with valuable minerals, show 
ing traces of gold. nickel, silver, cobalt, iron, 
manganese, copper, lead, zinc. sulphur, an:lenic, 
antimony, graphite, steatite, granite, kaolin, pot 
tel" s clay and fire clay. 

The predominating minerals SO far as devel 
uped are nickel, sanu carbonate and steotite (soap 
stone). Horne efforts are being made to disclose 
thei-3e various storehouses of nature, and utilize the 
riches which are only awaiting human appl'opria 
tion. 

Rabbit Foot Mine, two anc1 one half miles north 
west of Benton, on Saline RiYer, yields nickel and 
most of the other minerals found in the connty, t 

~F 
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but the principal are is nickeL The future pros
pects of this mine al'e very prormsmg. It is 
owned and operated by Col. S. H. ,Vhitthorne, of 
Benton, meution of whom is made in subsequent 
pages. 

The American l\iine, located in the extreme 
western portion of the country, has yielded sand 
carbollate and a consid8rable showing of gold. 

Steatite of a superior lInality is found ill vari 
ous localities. ,Valli'::!' l\-line, twelve miles north 
of Bentoll, in Beaver Township, has been partially 
developed, and shows an exhaustless bed of the 
fim'lst quality of steatite. Potter's clay of a good 
quality is founll in the central part of the county. 
Ever since 1800 pottery has been manufactured in 
the vicinity, but the business was greatly enlarged 
in 187:3, and from that period the pre~ent exten
sive interests properly date. There are now seven 
good factories, producing various grades of ware, 
and, as this is at present a leading manufacturing 
industry, large shipments are constantly being 
made to the outside world. 

The agricultural productions of the county for 
the year 1H7U, as shown by the United States Oensus 
Reports in 18bO, were as follows: Indian corn, 
~U2, 628 bushels; oats, ;jS,04f) lmshels; wheat, 
7,589 bu~hels; hay, 178 tons; Irish potatoes, 
7,68~ bushels; sweet potatoes, 22,94:U bushels; 
tobacco, U,4-11::l pounds: cotton, 5,0,5 bales. The 
average yielJ of ~eed cotton is 1,000 pounds per 
acre ; wheat, 1f3 bushels; corn, :-30 bw.,hels, and 
oats, 30 bushels, while the vegetable production is 
enormous. 

,Yhat more need be said in indicating to the 
would be immigrant Saline Oounty' s desirahility as 
a place of resitlence [ It a ffers a natural wealth 
hanll,V exceeded; its attractions rest upon favor
ahle facts impossible to dispute; society is of that 
on]er which surrounds moral, law loving and law 
ahic1illg iXHlividna1s; climatic and atmo"3pheric can 
ditiolls are all that need be asked; and here may 
the worthy, ellterprisin~ citizen, by application and 
manifested energy, obtain that just recognition 
which at all times is an incentive to honorable liv
ing and a benefit to any community. 

ARKANSAS. 

Wilburn HenRley Allen, farmer and stock raiser 
of Shaw Township, Saline Oounty, Ark., first saw 
the light of clay on November 4-, 18-1-8, in the 
little town of Benton, Ark. His pare-nts, William 
D., born April 14, 1811, died December 6, 1871. 
and Rhoda (Ramsey) Allen, born May 2[), 1820, 
died June 3, 1880, were among the very eal'ly 
settlers of Benton, coming to that town in 1847. 
rrhey were natives, respectively, of North Carolina 
and Georgia. William Allen moved to Georgia 
when but a young man, met the mother of our 
subject, and was married November 18, J837. He 
also spent three months in the Florida \Val', taking 
part in the battle of Pea River, and being one of 
the force that removeJ the Indians from the terri 
tory. After his marriage he lived in Georgia 
seven years, after which, moving to Mississippi, he 
made that State his home until 1847. Ooming to 
this State at the latter date he engaged in farming. 
He purchased the place one and one half miles 
from Benton, known now as the Allen field, and 
later moved to Benton and opened a blacksmith 
shop which he ran in connection with farilling. 
He was for years a member of the l\-Iasonic lodge 
at Benton, and together with his wife was a mem 
bel' of t1e Oumberland Presbyterian Church. 
During the war he served in the commissary 
department of the Oonfederate army, but Raw no 
active field service. After the Federal capture of 
Little Rock be followed the army in company with 
Col. Orawford. About 1863 he moved to Oua 
chita County for greater safety, returning to Saline 
when the war was closed. He spent the latter 
part of his life in retirement, dying from dropsy 
at the age of sixty. He was the rather of ten 
children: George \V. (born 8eptember 2, 18;39, 
deputy shel'iff of Grant County), Oynthia (wife of 
H. S. Glenn, a merchant of Benton, born Novem

ber '27, 1&4:1, died June 2\ J8Gi3), Sarah (wife of 

Dr. John \V. Cole, of t;haw Township, born Jan 

nary IG, 184:4:), Thomas J. (born .January ]7, 

Ib~G, died May 8, 18(0), 'N. H. (the subject of 

this sketch), John W. (born January 11, 1851, 

died September UJ, 1853), Uriah E. (born Sep

temb8r 2U, 1853, died August 20, 18(8), Joseph 

B. (born 8eptember 25, 11S5G, died November 25, t 
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1807), and Benjamin F. (born November 3, 1858, 
farms in Shaw Township). 'V. H. Allen was 
reared on a farm, spencbng his school days in the 
common schools of Saline Oonnty. At the age of 
twenty-one he began life for himself, bnt lived 
with his parents until his marriage, October 18, 
18,7. His wife was formerly :Miss Mickey C. 
Kinkead, daughter of Rev. James and Susana 
(Hughes) Kinkead, residents of Farmington, Mo. 
rrhe father, a Oumberland Presbyterian minister, 
was born July 0, 1807, resided, labored and mar· 
ried in Missouri, dying neal' Irundale September 
27, 1864. His wife, Susana (Hughes) Kinkead, 
was born November 25, 1817. in :Missonri, the 
daughter of John Hughes, a farmer and stock 
raiser, and an early settler of Southeastern ilIis 
sOUl·i. She was married the first time September 
Hi, 1885. She survived her husband, and some 
years after his death moved to Illinois, where she 
married Spruce Boggs. Two years later she 
again became a widow. She remained in Illinois 
until 187..1, then coming to Saline County, where 
she died :l\Iay 18, 187V, at the horn e of her son in
law, ,Yilburn Allen, on the Tomlinson place. l\lrs. 
"\Y. H. Allen was the eighth in a family of ten 
children: Eliza J. (born August 81, 1838, wife of 
John Bean, a farmer of Irondale, Mo .. died about 
18,5), J. JU. (born May 18, 15..10, is a mechanic, 
and lives in 1\IissisEippi), Mary N. (born February 
6, 18..12), James C. (born December 28, Ib--1.3, is 
deputy cOllotable of Big Rock Township, Pulaski 
County, but lives in Benton, on the Hackersmith 
farm), Alex. E. (born July J, 18Jo, is conotable of 
Big Rock Township. and lives in Little Rock), 
Susan S. (born August 8, 18..18, is the wife of 
Newton 1\1axey, a mechanic of Oak Grove, IlL), 
Elizabeth (born October J, 1850, is the wife of D. 
C. Hays, postmaster at Benton, Ark. J. ~lal'thy F. 
(horn June 12, 183--1., is the wife of Hays 1\1axwell, 
a farmer and mechanic of Irondale, 1\10. l. 1\lickey 
n (wife of 'Y. H. Allen, born September 8, 180G, 
and <lieel Septpmber 30, 188Ul j and Eleanor (born 
November 6, 1838). 1\11'. Allen and wife became 
the parents of Clara Lillian (born August 16, 
1838, dieJ October ..1, 187\)). Finis Ewing (born 

~~elllbel' n, 1870), Fiamen \Y. (born October 12, 

1881, died August 6, 1882), Mickey Gertrude 

(born October 30, 1883). and George C. (born 

August 14, 18t:lo). After his marriage 1\11'. Allen 


. Legan fanning on an iuheritance of eighty acres 
from his father, on the Saline River, to which he 
added ten acres. In 187V or 1880 he solel his 
fArm and bought the eighty acres on which he now 
lives. He has about forty acres under cultivation, 
and has erectecl some excellent farm buildings. 
During the years 18~7 and 1888 he was engaged as 
lumber contractor for the Brushe mill. Later he 
held an interest, and on September V, I8SV, solel 
out to his partner, S. H. Glover, and is now 
engaged aR sawyer at the same mill. He is a 
member of the school boarel of his township, and 
votes with the Democratic party, though taking 
very little interest in politics. He i" .a member of 
Benton Lodge No. 34, A. F. & A. lH., and (as did 
his wife) belongs to the Cumberland PresLyterian 
Ohurch. 1\11'. Allen is classed with the most pub
lic.spirited men of Saline County. He is a liberal 
donator to all worthy pLlblic enterprises, and a 
zealous worker for the welfare of his adopte<l home. 

J. \Y. Ashby, prominently identified witb Ben

ton's interests, was born in Floyd Oounty, Ga., 

August 17, Ib-!2, and is the son of John and Rebecca 

i\Yoodruff) Ashby, natiyes of Virginia and NOl'th 

Carolina, respectively. John Ashby was born in 

Princess Ann County, on October 11. 1bOO, and 

was of the old Virginia stock. He was reared to 

the occupation of farming, which be continued all 

his life, and in the fall of 1838 emigrated to Clai 

borne Parish, North Louisiana, where he spent the 

remainder of his days. Himself and wife were de

vout members of the ~Iethodist Episcopal Church. 

He was called to his long home in 1Sn4, and bis 

wife (who married again) survived until 1S ,"',. J. 

"\r. Ashby is the eighth of a family of ten children. 

six. of whom are still living: Elizabeth (wife of 

1\Ir. Johnson. a prosperous farm~r of 'Texas), G. 

"\Y. (a farmer living in Louisiana), Annette (wife 

of J. F. Hamiter, a farmer of Hempstead County, 

Ark.), Amanua (wife of Robert Scott, a farmer, 

and one of the early settlers of ~aline County, hav

iug lived here since 183.J.), Nancy (wife of George 


King, a farmer and stocklllan of Texas), ,J. ~~ 
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(the eldest of the brothers, a man of family, who 
died in the army at IHonros, La., in 1863), 'Villiam 
(a farmer, living in Saline County, Ark.), Lucin 
da (who married John Nelson, and died in 1872), 
William (died at the age of thirty four, ill 1 t:\67, in 
Louisiana), and lUary (<lied in childhood while htlr 
parents were living in Georgia). J. W. was edu
cated in the COllmon schools of Georgia, and was 
reared to farm life, but in Lis early manhood 
learned the carpenter and blacksmith tradp. At 
the age of twenty two, anu in the spring of 1862, 
he enlisted in Oompany G, Twelfth Louisiana 
Infantry, Col. Scott's regimE'nt. He served three 
years and four months, participating in the engage 
ments of Baker's Creek, Jach,on, and the bombard 
ment of Fort Hudson. He was with Hood on his 
Georgia and Tennessee campaigns, and while in 
the latter was in the battles of Franklin and Nash 
ville, then in the encounter at Kingston and later 
on at Bentonville. He was paroled at Greensboro, 
N. 0., on April 26, 1865. After the close of the 
war ]\11'. Ashby returned to North Louisiana to 
take care of his mother and her family, and did 
not leave her until her second marriage. He then 
came to Arkan::.as and there won his bride, 1Ui88 
Mary Scott, their marriage occurring in 1868. 
Returning with his bride to Louisiana, he remained 
there till December, 1869, when the temptation to 
get back to Arkansas became so great that he 
again located and purchased a large farm. This 
place con~isted of 120 acres of new land, with lit
tIe or no improvement, but this did not discoUl'age 
him in the least, for he immediately set to work 
and cleared. forty acres and erected good. buildings 
anclmade so many improvements that old surround
ings would hardly have been rpcognize(l. For 
thirteen year~ 1\11'. Ashby remained on thib far III , 

but in 1882 he moved to Beaton an<.1 el'Pcte<.1 a 
home, opening a store of general merchandi~e, and 
also engaging in the undertaker's business, which 
he has succes'3fnlly conducted to the present time. 
In 1885 he sold his land, and since then has devoted 
his whole attention to the mercantile business. 
1\11'. and ]\Irs. Ashby have fonr rhildren: Edna 
(born ]\1a1'ch 3, 1871, at present attending boarding 
hI' K t k ) B t' (l Jul 7 187,J. at 
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tending school at Benton), Pearl (born October 13, 
187V. also at school), and Robert (born February 
13, IHS3). Mr. Ashby is a member of Benton 
Lodge No. 1;31 V, and himself and wife are members 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church at Benton. 
He honors the Democratic party with his vote, but 
is conservative on the subject of politics. He has 
served as a member of his scLool board and always 
takes an active iuterest in any enterpriHe that is 
for the good of his town or county, and is a man 
that has the respect of the entire community. 

Philip J. Bradfield. Prominent among the 
enterprising and popular men of this section is 
Philip J. Bradfield, a well known merchant and 
farmer, and the son of John H. and Sarah E. (Bur 
nett) Bradfield. He was born in Hamilton Oounty, 
Tenn., l\lay 19, 1861. John H. Bradfield was also 
a native of Tennessee, his bil"th occurring June 16, 
18:30. He was reared a farmer, and made that 
his life's work: a man of common school educa 
tion, for years he held the position of magistrate, 
being a Democrat, politically, bnt not an enthusiast. 
He was ma1'l'ied September 10, 1 S57, to Miss Bur 
nett, and they were the parents of ten children, 
five of whom survive, as follows: -William C. 
(a farmer of Jefferson Township), J. L. (a fm'mer, 
but now a student of Benton Oollegiate High 
School), Louisa E. (living with her mother on the 
old homestead in this county), Leon L. (also at 
home) apd Philip (the subject of this sketch). Mr. 
Bradfield, S1'., came with his family to this State, 
by rail as far as Memphis, thence on board the 
"Thomas H. Allen," a river steamm via the }\tIis 
sissippi and Arkansas Rivers, landing at Little 
Rock, February 20, 1871. F.rom the latter place 
Shaw Township, Saline County, was easily reached, 
and after a residence there of two years they 
moved to Jefferson Township, where the father 
bought a tract of 18:2 acres of partly improved 
land. He added to this from time to time until 
he owned 238 acres, improving it to a great ex 
tent, aml at the time of his death, in 1881, was pre
paring to build a new l'e<;idence. He was a mem 
uer of the Masonic fraternity, and respected by 
all who knew him. His estimable wife still lives t 
at the old homestead, and is a member of the 
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l\Iethodist Episcopal Church, South. Philip J. was 
reared to faI'm life, and spent his younger days in 
the common schools of ~aline County. When in 
his twentieth year he took the management of his 
mother' 8 farm. On February 5, 188·!' he led to 
the hymeneal altar 1\1is8 Faithie A. Hobel'ts, 
daughter of T. J. Roberts r and a native of 8a
line County. To this union two children have 
been borll: Ida May (born March 0, 1885) and 
Essie l\Iaud (born April 1I, 18~8). After his mar
l'iage Mr. Bradfielll resumed farming and home 
steaden 120 acres adjoining his mother's pI ac'" , 
which he immediately began to improve. He also 
owns a part of the old homest"ad. In 1887, pur
chasing a line stock of goods, he cpened a store 
on bis farm, and since tbat time has conducted his 
mercantile business with encouraging success. In 
1886 he was elected justice of the peace in his 
township, and still holds that offire, to the entire 
satisfaction of those concerned. He is president 
of the school board and a member of the board of 
equalization for Saline County, in session at Ben
ton. He is a member of Paran Lodge No, 309, 
A. F. & A. 1\1., also of Jeff8l'son Lodge No. 53, 
1. O. G. T., in which latter he has held nearly 
eveI'Y office. Mr. and Mrs. Bradfield are member,,> 
of the l\Ietho(1i~t Episcopal Church, South. JUl'. 
Bradfield votes with the Democrats, ana exerts 
considerable influence in the township and county 
politically. He has given not a little attention to 
journalistic work since 1881, attaining an enviable 
reputation in that line. He first began this work 
as local correspondent for the Benton Courier, and 
is still holding that position. In J annary, 1~~3, he 
wrote all article for the "Farmer and JHecbanic," 
entitled "Onr Neglected Resoun'es," which was 
published in the regular edition of that paper. 
It was l'e published in the 50,000 eJition of the 
!Japer, and the attention it received, together with 
the criticisms, which were all that one {'auld de 
sire, combined to show that the writer was of un
usual ability and all honor to the literary world. 
He was appointed April 2, 1887, as special cor 
respondent of the Daily Arkan'3as Gazette, both 
by majl and wire, and was sent by that paper to 
vi~jt :\Iontgomery Connty, Ark., during the mining 

excitement there in 1881. He also prepared the 
article for the Bear City edition of the Gazettp, 
and has contributed largely to other papers, the 
Benton Reyiew, and Farm and Fireside, of ~pring 
field, Ohio. He has served as a member of the 
Democratic central committee for the last six 
years. Mr. Bradfield is one of those young men 
rapidly coming to the front, and the citizens of 
Jefferson Town'3hip have just cause to feel proud 
of such a one in their midst. He is public spirited, 
and takes an active part in, and gives his earnest 
support to all enterprises for the good of the public. 

,y illiam Brents, at one time a leading farmer 
and well known hotel keeper in Saline County, 
but at present l'etired, was born in what is now 
1\1arshall County, Tenn" in the year 1 S11, and is 
a son of Thomas and Jane (1\1c"\Yburter) Brents, 
natives of Kentucky, but who were very early set
tlers of Marshall (formerly Lincoln) County. Tenn., 
where they spent the remainder of their lives. 
The father was a successful farmer and a promi
nent citizen of that county, and in religious belief 
was a member of the Christian Church. He 
served with diRtinction in the Revolutionary ,Yar, 
and was with Gen. Jackson at the· battle of New 
Orleans. His father was John BrE'nt'O, one of the 
early settlers of Kentucky, where his death oc 
cuned at an advauced age. The maternal grand 
fathE'l', James l\Ic"'hurter, was of Irish origin, 
and also fought in the \Var of IBI2. "\Villiam 
Brents, the principal of this sketch. and the fourth 
of four sons and four daughters born to his par 
ents, was l'eared on his father's farm. He was 
educated in the public schoo16 of his birthplace 
and acquired a good English training, heing in 
strllcted in the duties of farm lifE' by his father. 
'Vhen twenty one ypars of age he was married to 
Mahala, a daughter of Rohert and Lncy Ewing, 
by whom he had ten, children, of whom one son 
and three daughters are yet liviD.g: Harriet (widow 
of Frank f:3hoemaker), :Malvina (wife of Thomas 
Delamer, residing in Texas), Robert E., awl 8iff 
(wife of Alfred TrammelL residing near Eldorado). 
l\I~ Brents lost his first wife, aml in January, 
] 13GB, was married to 1Urs. Xalisco Dickinson, an 
estimable widow, and daughter of Hobert f:3trib 
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ling. This lao.y was born in Georgia, but came to 
Arkansas with her parents when three years o1J, 
and settled in Hot Spring County, where bel' 
father and [!.lother both died. One child was horn 
to her marriage with Mr. Brents, Lily. Mr. 
Brents was one of the first settlers of Saline Coun 
ty, having come here in 18-4:-1, and he has made it 
his home ever since. The year following his ar
rival he purchased a farm near Benton, which he 
still owns, and has accumulated altogether about 
350 acres of fertile land, with SOllie 200 acres un 
del' cultivation, all of it being the result of his in
dividual @fiort and good. management. He is noted 
above all things for his entel'prise, as is illustrated 
by the fact that on the second day of his arrival 
he opened up a hotel, which was afterward 
one of the most noted in Central Arkansas, con
tinuing in that business until the war. After that 
event he turned his attention to farming with equal 
success until his retirement from active life. His 
industry and en8l'gy have won the respect and ad
miration of the entire community, and he can now 
rest content with the knowledge that he has done 
his share toward the development and improve
ment of Saline County. In politics he is a stanch 
Democrat, having cast his first presidential vote 
for Jackson in 1832, and for every presidential 
candidate since that time except Juring the war. 
Before that period he followed the trade of hal' 
ness and saddle-maker in ('onnection with his other 
interests. 

James A. Brown, a well knowll, influential citi 
zen, and one of the m06t prominent planters of 
Saline County, was born in Lincoln County, Tenn., 
in lt520, and is a son of John and Nancy Brown, 
born in North Carolina in 1807 and in Tennessf'8 
in 182~), respectively. The parents were married 
in Lincoln County, and a few year", after their 
nnion, moved to Fayette County, 'Ye~t rrenn., 
where they resided until the year 183::3, then 
coming to Arkansas. The father was a prosperous 
farmer during his life and for many yean, a cap
tain of militia. His wife, a devout Christian 
woman, died in 1833, anu he followed her two 
years later. He was a son of J amea Brown, of 
North Carolina, one of the earliest settlers of Lin-

ARKANSAS. 

coIn County, Tenn., who resided in that State the 
remainder of his life. The paternal grandfather, 
J ames Brown, came from Il'eland to America in 
his boyhood and first settled in North Carolina, 
and afterward in Lincoln County, Terlll., where he 
died in 1830. Champion Blithe, the maternal 
grandfather, was a Kentuckian hy birth, and in an 
early Jay fought the Spaniards at Santa Day. The 
remainder of his life was spent on the frontier of 
Texas fighting against savage tribes. James A., 
the second of six children born to his parents, re
ceived his education in the log cabin schools of his 
day. He started out in the world for himself 
when only fourteen years olel, and at the age of 
eighteen was assistant overseer of a large planta
tioD, having entire charge of over 100 slaves. In 
1851 he was married in Shelby County, Tenn., to 
Virginia, a daughter of Payton and Sarah Fletcher, 
of Kentucky, who settlecl in Tennessee after their 
marriage, the father becoming one of the largest 
planters in :::lhelby Oounty. Mr. Fletcher was also 
a soldier in one of the Indian wars. Mr. and 
Mrs. Brown were the parents of seven children, of 
whom two only are living: \Yilliam H. (born in 
]837, educated iII Benton, Ark., and Shelby Oounty, 
Tenn., and married in 11358 to Miss Edna E. 
Hooker, of Shelby County), and Thomas Jefferson, 
(born in 1864, also educated in Benton, Ark., and 
Shelby Oounty, Tenn., and at Little Rock; married 
March 7, 188V, to Miss Maggie L. -Wilder, of 
Georgia, who came to Benton, Ark., with her 
parents, the latter now residing in Texas). The 
following year after his maniage, IHr. Brown came 
to Arkansas and settlecl in the wilds about twenty 
miles below Little Rock, which was then the nearest 
postuffice and b ading point. Here he opened up 
a small clearing and built himself a slab cabin, 
and one of his greatest pleasures is to recall the 
many happy hours spent in that primitive habita 
tion. The conntry was overrun with wild animals 
at that time ano. many a night he was forced to get 
out of bed and let the dogs in Lo keep them from 
being eaten by the wolves. During the first year 
he killed twenty two bear besides a quantity of 
other game, and on one occasion stood in his door 
with a shot gnn and killed seven wild turkeys at 
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one shot. "\Yild deer were then more plenty than 
the domestic hog of to day, cmd the delicious 
venison now sold for exorbitant prices was then a 
common fare. 1\lr. Brown was an ardent hunter. 
but never let his fascination for that sport interfel'(\ 
with bis other duties, and the seY(::,rp'3t weather did 
not hinder him from improving' his farm ancllmill1 
ing up his place. He cultivated about 2~)0 acres 
or fine bottom land, which, on hi:.. arrival had been 
covered with a dense growth of timber, and has 
done perhaps as much hard work as any man in 
Arkansas. He now owns 3.200 acres of HnA bot 
tom land, having placed some 600 acres under 
cultivation, all accumulated by his own ~nerg)r and 
judicious management: besides this he was a con
siderable loser by the Civil "\Var. He now employs 
about 100 people 011 his place and operates his own 
gin and store. In earlier days 1\1:r. Brown was en
gaged in rafting lumber down the Arkansas and 
1\lississippi Rivers, and after getting through with 
his season's business made the journey back home 
on foot through the wildest anel most unsettled 
portion of the conntry. In politics he was a ,Yhig' 
until after the war, and now votes the Democratic 
ticket. For eight years he held the office of justice 
of the peace and filled the position with great dig 
nity and wisdom. He has been a member of Pem 
iDgton Lodge No. 273, A. F. & A. M., at Hensley 
since 1865, and has been junior and senior warden, 
treasurer and junior Jeacon, His sons also belong 
to the same lodge. 

j 

A. B. Burks, one of the oldest and most pl'osper
ous stock raisers and farmers in Liberty Township, 
Saline County, Ark., was born in Wayne County, 
Tenn., the son of Harrison and Sarah (Yocum) 
Burks, natives, respectively, of North Carolina and 
Kentucky. Harrison Burks came to Tennessee 
when a small boy and was educated in the country 
schools and reared on a farm. In lS;)4:, at the age 
of fifty-five years, he came to Arkansns, buying 
eighty acres of land in this township, where he 
remained until his death ten years later. Besides 
his original purchase he entered eighty acres morE'. 
and dealt quite extensively in fast horses, being a 
lover of racing. He was married about 1817, and 
became the father of nine children, five of whom 

are now living: George 'Y. (deceaE:.ed, whose family 
reside in this county), A. B. (our snbject), James 
(living in this county), "\Villiam (ill Fail' Play 
Township, this county), Mm'y (wife of John Rus
sell, of Garland County, Ark.), and P. L. (of 
this township). :\lrs. Burks died in 1868, having 
been a memher of the Baptist Church. 1\lr. 
Bnrks took quite an activE' iuterest in politics, as a 
Democrat, though he was not an office seeker. 
At the age of eighteen. A. B. Burks commenced 
life for himself as a farmer on rented land in Ten 
nessee, which he farmed for six years. In 18G4: 
he carne to this State with his father, settling in 
this county and township. He rented land to put 
in his first crop, but in October of the same year 
purchased his present property consisting of eighty 
acres, with twenty acres improved. He has since 
added 120 acres, making a fine farm of 200 acres 
with 150 improved, upon which are a splendid 
frame residence, barns, outhouses, etc. He makes 
a speciality of raising stock and grain, leaving 
cotton to his neighbors. He has a large number 
of cattle and other stock. In 1~G1 1\1r. Burks 
joined tbe Confederate army as a private, being 
promoted to sergeant of his company. He linked 
his fortune with Company F, Thi:rd Arkansas 
Cavalry, commanded by Col. E. Bowlin, of Little 
Rock, and during the fore part of the war was 
stationed on the west side of the rive1', bnt in 
18()2 his command crossed the river and took part 
in the battles of Uhickamauga, Corinth, Iuka. 
Franklin, Knoxville, Dalton, Savannah, and a nnm 
bel' of minor engagements. He was sUl'rendered 
near Greenville, N. C., and parolE'd at Chester, 
S, C. Starting hOlDe May 7, 1863, he arrived 
June lG, and found his family in a fair condition, 
but he, himself, was bankrupt. having nothing left 
except his place. Beginning at once to farm, hE' 
has kept it up to the present day. Just before 1'e
tl1l'ning from the war, 1\11'. Burks drew fJ3 cents in 
silYer from the Confederate treasurer, which he 
still retains. He says he worked four years for 
D3 cents, and he expects to keep it all his life. 
'Yhat property he now owns has been accumulated 
Rince the vmr. He was married in 1~-± ~ to Miss 
1\lary A. May. daughter of John and Elizabeth t 
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(Polk) :May, natives of Tennessee, and the parents 
of seven children (three of whom are now living): 
HeIuy (in :lUcNairy County, Tenn. ), Mary A. (wife 
of A. B. Burks), James (decf\ased, whose family 
resideH in Izard County, Al'k.), JORhua (deceased), 
nud Emily (wife of Wesley Hensley, in Searcy 
County, Ark.). :1\11'. John 1\1ay died mallY ypars 
ago, :1\Irs. May passing away in 1837. 1\Ir. alld 
Mrs. Burks have sevell rhildren: Louisa (wife of 
",V. 1U. Grant), Nancy (wife of E. }1. Hunnicutt). 
Sarah (wife of G. ",Y. Grant), Tennessee (wife of 
,Yilliam Howard), James, Emily and Josephine 
(deceased). Politically, Democratic, Mr. Burks is 
a member the of A. ]'. & A. M., and a strong sup
porter of churches, 5choo]g and benevolent and 
public enterprises, always lending a hand to any 
scheme that will upbuild his county and State. 

Frederick W. Bush, a prominent druggist and 
apothecary of Benton, was born in Cassel, in the 
State of Prussia, Germany, on January 30, 1837, 
and is the second son of a family of five children 
born to Heinrich and Marie (Shoppach) Bush. 
Heinrich BU5h was a lawyer, or prosecuting attOl'
ney, and also carried on an extensive probate busi 
ness, but owing to the rebellion in Germany, in 
184:8, he came to America and joined his brother
in law, John W. Shoppach, at Benton. The cli
mate of this country not agreeing with him, he 
expil'ed of a congestive chill, within five miles of 
Benton, in the summer of 18.iU. His wife's death 

occurred in 1885. She was the sister of J. '''. 
Shoppach, who for years was an officer of Saline 
County. Frederick 'Y. E>pent his early days in 
Cassel, and was educated in tht' schools of that 
city. "\Vlwn fifteen years of age he was appren 
ticed to a harnt'ss and saddle manufacturer, where 
he remaineu for three years. The third year he 
received wageR, owing to his ability as a salesman, 
something that was not usually done. After hav 
ing become proficient in his trade, he determined 
to engage in business for himself. Perhaps the 
correspondence with his uncle, or the love of a 
Republican government may have decided him to 
renounce his citizenship, for he took passage in a 
sailing vessel for America, and arrived hert' after 
a tiresome journey of eight weeks. Thongh the 
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trip was long, and two severe storms were eucoun 
tered, his ambition was not impairod, and he arrived 
in New Orleans in December, 1CSf:)G. He heralded 
his al'l'ival in Benton on Chri!-.tmas day, of 1833, 
two months after wbich he engagpd in the harness 
and saddlery business, with fair snccess. His 
business increasecl to "ucb an f'xtent that hp WHS 

obligC'd to st'cnrt' tilt' serviceA of sevPl'al men to 
supply the demand, bnt the war breaking out be 
felt it his duty to fight for his adopted country, 
and so placeJ business affairs in the hands of his 
brother in law, George H. Stratman, and offered 
himself to the First AI'kansas Infantry (Col. James 
Fagan; la~er general), in April. 1861. He par 
ticipated in the battles of JHanassafi, Shiloh (where 
he was wounued by gunshot in the left arru) , 
Chickamauga, and New Hopp Church. At the lat 
ter point he was again wounded, this time in the 
right shoulder. He was also in the engagements 
at Murfreesboro, Franklin, Nashville, and at Spring 
Hill. After the Nashvillf' fight, Mr. Bush was 
not in any regular engagempnt. He was once 
taken prisoner, but pscaped within three hours, 
and finally with his company was surrendered in 
May, 1863. After a few weeks in Georgia Mr. 
Bush returned to Benton, only to find his home 
desolated by the unpitying hand of war. Federal 
troops had appropriated his stock of goods, and 
his home had been used as headql1al-ters for the 
quartermaster's department. This would have dis 
conraged many, but, with renewed determination, 
he immediately opened a stock of liquors and gro
ceries, and continued in this branch until 1875, 
when he sold out and engaged in the drug busi
ness. This he has since carried on, with signal 
Sllccess. :1\11-. Bush' 5 sister, Eliza, is the ,,,ife of 
George Stratman, a large shoe and boot dt'aler in 
Little Rock. Emily died in New Orleans, while 
on her way to thifi State in company with her 
brother. Charles Conrad, the youngest child, who 
came to Benton, started to California in 1858, and 
since that time bas not been heard from. In 
November, 1867, 1\Ir. Bush was married to Miss 
Margaret Angeline Lane, a uaughter of James B. 
Lane, one of the pioneers of Arkansas. She was 
born in Benton, August 22, 1 ~J8. They have the 
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following family : Joanna E. (born September 23, and in 1810 was married in that State. The lat 

1bi1), Freuerick Carl (born February 22, ] "->77). tel' Caldwell was one of the earlie:;t settlers of Calla

Ernest James (born December 23, ] 88G). Mary way Counly, 1\10., having gone there in ]826, and 

'Villiams (born July ~, 18G\), and died September there he resided until his death in 1866. He was 

1-1, 1870), Callie O. (born ~fay 2S, 157:3, awl diell an exten~ive farnwr and manufacturer of potter}, 

October 8, 1877). In addition to his store, JUl'. and also served in the Blackhawk \Yar with distinc
Bush has considerable land, owning :360 ae}'ps, tion. In :MasoniC' circles he stoou high, and in re

with sixty under cultivation. He rents farms to ligious helil'f Lelollgf'd to the Prpshyterian Chnreh. 

tenants, who are evidently good ones. judging from of which he was a ruling plder aLout forty 
the excellent condition in which the land is kept. years. His father, Robert Caldwell. was a native 
He has held the office of school direcLor for foul' of Scotland, who came to America and settlE'd in 
year", also mayor for four years in Benton, and South Carolina })f>fore the Hevolutionary 'Yar. in 
was alderman and treasurer for a long period. which he afterward served. He also spent the 
The latter position he is bolding at the present latter days of his life in :lUissoul'i, where he was a 
time, having for six:) ears been deputy county substantial and highly esteemed citizen. Thomas 
treasurer. Mr. Bush is a member of Benton Caldwell was a cousin of John C. Calhoun's 
Lodge No. 8-1, A. F. & A. 1\1., also of Saline Lodge mother. The maternal grandfather. Henry HoI 
No. 13] 9, K. of H., being treasurer of the latter. man, was a native of Kentuck~-, who moved to 
He and his family are members of the Cumberland Missouri in 1826, and died there in 1'372. He was 
Presbyterian Church, and he is one of the trustees. a farmer and wheelwright by occupation, and in 
Baird's Institute (3. flourishing private Echool in religious faith a Baptist. He was a son of Edward 
Benton) counts bim as one of its trustees, H. T. Holman, a nhtive of vYales, who came to the United 
Caldwell and himself having been the originators States at an early period and served in the Revolu
or this institution. 1\Ir. Bush has always been tionary War. The Jatter resided in Kentucky for 
a leader in enterprises looking to general im a number of years, but moved to Missouri in ] 826, 
provement, especia1ly in the support of churches, and lived there until the time of h1s decease in 
schools, etc. 1838. J ndge H. T. CalJwell, the subject of this 
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Judge H. T. Caldwell, of the firm of H. T. sketch, was the oldest in a family or foul' sons and 
Caldwell & Co., general merchants at Benton, three daughtel's born to his parents, and was real'ea 
Ark., was born in Callaway County, JUo., in 184:0. on his father's farm. He was educated in the pub 
and is a son or Maj. Robert A. and Mary R. (HoI lie schooh of 1\1issouri, and received a good Eng
man) Caldwell, who were born in Bourbon County, }ish training, passing an uneventfnllife until the 
Ky., in 181-1, and Christian County, Ky., in 1820, rebellion, when he joined Company A, of Gen. 
respectively. The parents were married in Calla- Fagan's staff, in which he served for two yeal·s. 
way County, :Mo., in 1838, and in 1857 l'emoved to and was assigned to the qUaI'termaster' s depart 
Southwestern Missouri, wbere tbey resided until ment. During the last ) ear of the war he held 
1861, thtln changing their location to ,Yashington the rank of major, and had charge of the State 
County, Ark. In 1869 they moved to Sebastian pottery factory ill Louisiana when Allen was Gov
County~ where the father died in 188S; the mother ernor or that State. After the war he carried on 
still survives. Both parents Wf're members of the the pottery business in Sebastian County, Ark., 
Presbyterian Church, in which the father had been until -1'-,70, when he moved to Benton, Saline 
an elder for many years. He was a farmer and Count~T, Ark., there continuing the same business 
VeT}' prosperous in that calling, and during the until 1872 Since then he has engaged in COlll
Blackhawk War held the rank of major. His mercial life, and is at, this time one of the leading 
father was Capt. Thomas Caldwell, of ~outh Caro mel'chants and most popular tradesman in Saline 
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now carry a fine ~tock of goods valueu at abollt 
$4., OOO~ their patronage being one of the largest in 
the connty. 1\11'. Caldwell was married in 1~65 to 
Miss Sallie Martin, a daughter of Seaborn J. Hnd 
Sarah 1\iartin~ of Georgia, who moved to Columhia 
County, Ark., about th8 ypar 1'3,16, where thE' fat lwr 
died in 1882, while the nlotllE'l' is Rtillliving in that 
county (now Nevada County). Mr. anli IHrR. Uahl 
well reside in one of the finest residf'llcE's in Ben· 
ton, anu have an interesting family of five chil 
dren, all of whom have been educated at the best 
schools in Arkansas. In politics Mr. Caldwell is 
a stanch Democrat. He is a member of Benion 
Lodge No. :32, A. F. &, A. 1"1., and Saline Lodge 
No. 1319, K. of H .. being dictator of the latter. 
He and wife belong to the Cumberland Presby
terian Church, but he formerly attended the old 
school Presbyterian and Mrs. Caldwell the Thcleth 
odist Church, and both are liberal contributors to 
all religious and educational enterprises. Judge 
Caldwell has been a ruling elder in the Oumberland 
Presbyterian Church for the past twenty.five years, 
and superintendent of the most flourishing Sunday
school in the county for eighteen consecutive 
years. Out of this have grown two other flourish 
ing Sunday-schools, and hundreds of childl'en 
from the schools have gone into the different 
churches. 'fhis he deems his life work, and in 
it he loves to labor. 

Daniel A. Cameron, farmer, stock raiser and 
the assessor of Saline County, was born in Giles 
County, Tenn., August 13, 1 R::33, and is thp son of 
.T. D. and Elizabpth (Hale) Campron, natives of 
Tpnnessee. J. D. Cameron was horn in Ruther
ford County, Tenn., June 2, 1808, ano. hi~ wife in 
Davidson County, Tenn., October 17, 181]. They 
came to Arkansas in 1850, settling on the North 
Fork of the Saline River, where the father re 
mained for six yeal's, following the occupation of 
farming, being also a licenserl exhorter in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. He next moved five 
miles east, and located on a farm on Hurricane 
Creek, residing there for twenty years, after 
which he returned to his old home on North Fork, 
where he waf) Jiving at thp time of his death in 
1S80, his wife having been. called from earth in 

,... 

1862. ~he bore Mr. Cameron fourtepn children, 
six of whom still survive: Eliza (Cunningham), 
Martha (Ashby), J. H. (marriea). Amanda (Teny), 
vVillimn, <ll1l1 Daniel the Rubject of thi8 sketch. 
1\11'. Cameron':-, second wife was MisA Eliza Woods 
a native of Arkansas. ':Co this union three chil 
dren were horn: Fanny (Brown). Hnpprt and Oar
101 (unmarried). Danipl A. was real'eu on a farm 
and educated in TennesE>ee, improving all the ad 
vantages for schoo1ing to be had in those uays. In 
J850 he came to Arkansas'with his father, and in 
May, 1855, was married to MiSE! Adeline Pipkins, 
a native of Arkansas, and the daughter of ~Tinis 
and Mary Pipkins. Eight children blessed this 
union, all of whom are living: Willis J. (born 
Augnst 10, 1t:lG7, married January 25. 1881, to 
Mary Mercer). Mary E. (DavidsoD, horn June 
6, ]8(0), 1\Iartha (widow of J. Orr, born May 
13, 1863), Laura J. (Russell, born November 9, 
1865), Eliza C. (Watson, born October 28, 18(8), 
Emma (born August 25, 1'->71, unmarried), John 
L. (born March 27, 1874), and Samuel B. (borD 
August 12, 1877). After his marriage Mr. Cam
eron pursued the occupation of farming, and set
tled a farm of 160 acres, where he now lives, then 
a complete wilderness, but at this time well im
proved with nice buildings, and such conveniences 
and comforts as one might desire. Of the original 
160 acres he cleared about forty acres, adding 160 
acres adjoining, with thirty under cultivation. 
He DOW owns one of the fine farms of the county, 
:-320 acres in extent, with about ninety acres im
proved. During the years J858 and 1866 he taught 
school, and demonstrated at that time his ability 
as a teacher, as well as an agricnlturlst, thorough 
in every detail. April 20, 1861, Mr. Cameron en
listed in the First Arkansas Infantry (Col. Fagan), 
and served one year, beiDg discharged at Corinth, 
in May, 18()2. In May, 18G:3, he again joined the 
army in Capt. Millel" S company (a part of Gen. 
Fagan's body gnard), participating in the battl!? of 
Helena. After the surrender at Little Rock he 
was sent home on account of ill health. never after 
returning to the field of action. He is Democratic 
in his political views, and exerts quite an influence t 
in his com.ty, having served in county conventi:~F 
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on various occasions. For twelve years 1e has 
served his district as director and trustee. and 
takes a great interest in schools and churches. 
being an earnest advocate of educatiollal advallce
mE'nt. 1\11'. Cameron was a candidate for the office 
of county assessor in 188:3, but was dpfeated. In 
1&86 he again made the race, was elected, and re
elected in 18gS, being the present incumbent, -The 
success with which he has met in the snpervision 
of county affairs is highly gratifying, and pro-res 
him to be a man of unusual busine6s qualifications. 
1\11'. Cameron and family are members of the 
:l\Iethodist Episcopal Church, Soutb, in which 
he is trustee and steward. He is also a mem
ber of Benton Lodge No. 3-1, A. F. &, A. 1\:1.. in 
which he was J. D., and formerly a '1'heeler. 
He lives near Salem camp ground, the largest in 
the State, and has been at twenty thl'ee consecutive 
meetings at this noted point. 

J. L. Canada, farmel' and stock raiser of 
Beaver Township, was born in Smith County, 
Tenn., in 1833, being the son of David and Tamer 
(Key) Canada, natives of North Carolina, The 
former moved to Tennessee, whE'n a young man, 
aD<.l settled in Smith County, there becoming mar
ried in 1825. His school days wen' spent in North 
Carolina, where he was colonel of the State militia. 
He was a farmer by occupation, and farmed after 
his marriage in Smith Connty until] b4-3, wben he 
moved to West Tennessee, settling in Obion County, 
having tradpd his farm in the former county for 
312 acres in Obion. The new place was all raw 
land, but here he lived until bis death in 1':-lb2, 
improving bis home. He was at that time, eighty
six years old. He had been married. four times, 
the first union (in 1825) resultiDg in the birth of 
seven cbildren, four of WhOlli are living: Eliza 
(in this State), Elizabeth (wife of Mr. ColtoD, Ileal' 
Mayfield, Ky.), Jacob (in Tennpssee) and J. L, 
(the subject of this sketch). ]\hs. Canada was a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Churcb, and 
dieu in 1845, Her busband was later married to 
Emeline Hall in 1846, wbo bore him one child, 
Emily J., now deceased. The second Mrs. Can
ada was a member of the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church, and died about 184~. 1\11'. Canada's third 
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marriage was Lo Adline Shelby. in 1836. She be 
camp the mother of ten children, five now li\ing: 
David (who resides in Colorado), Olive (wife of 
John :Morrow), Nanuie (wife of L. Langister). 
Henry, Benjamin and Lpnora (also marripcl). ]\irs. 
Canada, who 'was connectecl with the CumbfH'land 
PresbytE'rian Church. surviyE'u until about 1'SG'S. 
Tbe :fourth wifp of .:\lr. Canada, was Miss /:)with, 
to whom he was united in 1.')10. One child was 
given to them, Robert. The mother is still living 
in Tennessee. Mr. Canada took quite an active 
interest in politics of his time, voting with the 
'Ybig party before the war, and with the Demo 
cratic party when that conflict closed. He bad also 
acquiTed cOllsiderable valuable property. J. L. 
worked with his father on the farm from his twenty 
first to his t\yenty fifth year, 'when. in 1858, he 
went to Southeastern Missouri. settling r'n Scott 
County. HeI'e he remained until 1861, farming 
on rentE'd land. He then moved to Dunklin 
County, thE' same State, where be remained till 
after the war, having in that 5truggle attached 
himself to tbe company of Capt, ,Yalker, after 
ward Col. ,Yaiker, father to James \Valker. mem
ber of Congress from 80uthea~tE'rn Missouri. In 
1S63, 1\11'. Canada moved to Cape Girardeau, 1\Io., 
where he clerked for some time for Albert and 
Judge Imarr. Leaving tbere in 1863, he came to 
Saline County, Ark., and bought fort} acres close 
to where Benton now stands; but "loon selling that, 
he purcha~ed the place on which he now lives, 
consisting of 1no Rcres, with thirty acres improved, 
Since, by a<1diug eighty acres, hE' has Required a 
finE' place of 24:0 acres, with forty or fifty acres 
under cultivation. It is mostly bottum land. and 
as a farming tract is not excelled, in this section. 
In 1SG7 1\Ir. Canada was married to jUiss Mary 
Allen, who bore him seven chilclren: Alonzo und 
,Yo J. (at home), Henry N. and Lillian Dale (de 
ceased), Lenoro, \Y. D. and Yiola 1\1. 1\1r. Can
ada is a member of the A. F. 6;: A. 1\1., and with 
his wife belongs to the CUDlbE>rland Pr8sbyterian 
Church. 1\11', Canada is a Democrat politically. 
He is a party to all public improvE'ments (lnd a 
liberal supporter of schools. 

Joseph M. Chennault. farmer an,} st.ock ra~~ 
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of Dyer Township, Saliue County, was born in t3t. 
Clair County, Ala., in 1~27. 'William, his father, 
was a native of TellneRsee, and hiR wife of South 
Carolina. The eldpr Chennault moved to Ala 
bama while Htill (luite a boy, settling in l\Iadison 
County, whence he moved to t)t. Clair County. 
He was a prominl'nt farmer and owned a largp 
numI.H'l' of negroes. Hit! lllarriagE' occnrred in 
] 820, and fourteen children WE're horn to Lim, 
elE?ven of whom lived until maturity, but J o~eph 
1\I. is the only survivor. 1'h0 names of thit; fam
ily wpre: John (deceased, whose family is ill 
Texas), Mary (decease(l, wife of Samuel Bazile), 
Eliza (deceased, wife of 'Y. Hutchison), Rutllet 
(deceased, wife of R. Bazile, family now in Perry 
County, this :State), J. M. (our suhject), Nancy A. 
(deceased wife of Mr. Dyer, family in Saline 
County), Thomas (deceased, whose family liye in 
this county), Sarah A. (deceased, wifE' of K. 
James, family in Saline County), ,Yilliam J. 
(deceased, his wife residing in Perry Connty, Ark ), 
Stephen 1\1. (deceased, family in Saline County), 
and Amos (deceased). ]\11'. Chennault lived until 
1865, and his wife up to lb71, both meeting their 
death in this county. He came 1,0 this State in 
1836, and settled in SalinE' County, where he was 
known politically, as a Union Democrat. Himself 
and wife were members of the Missionary Baptist 
Church. "'hen twenty years of age J. 1\1. Chen 
nault began existence for himself. His school 
days had been spent in the county at limited dis
trict schools, thf> education here dpl'ived being sub 
sequently improved hy Elelf application. At the 
age of twenty} ears he wa"> married to :Miss Nancy 
A. J amps, and threp children were born to them, 
two now living: -William M. (who livp'"i in Garland 
County), and John (in Saline County), l\lr. Ubpn
nault was marrir:>cl thf> second time to j\Ii~.., Caro 
line \ratprs, who became the mother of ii.e ellil 
chen: ::Uary A. (wife of John James), Eliza (wife 
of L. P. Kate), Sarah (wife of W. P. Caldwell), 
Joseph 1\I. , Jr., anJ Thomaf; (at home.) l\Ir'3. 
Chennault died in JUareh, 1 ~77, as a mpmber of 
the l\Iissionary Baptist Church. In 1S~8, 1\11'. 
Chennault was again married, to 1\1iss Susan Gerin. 
He was ill tlle Confedprate army during tl1P war as 

a member of Capt. Adallls' Company, afterward 
joiuing the cavalry, and 'l(,l'ved until 1S6;), partici 
pating in the battle at Poison Springs and Marks' 
l\IilL Hp was abo with Gen. Price on his raid 
illrough Mi~sonri in 1g()4- 63, taking part in a 
llum bel' of f>kirmishes. His discharge occurred in 
Navarro Connty, Tex., after which he came home 
and commenced farming to replenish his fortulle 
shattered by the war. He now owns 180 acres of 
land, with sixty acres under cultivation, situated 
on the Middle Fork of Saline River,fol"ming one of 
the best stocked farms in this section. He is a 
Democrat, and his wife is a member of the Mis 
sionary Baptist Church. 

D. M. Cloud, attorney and counselor at Jaw at 
Benton, and also mayor of that place, was the 
second oldest of six children born to M. 1\I. and 
L. J. (Haynes) Cloud, the former of whom came to 
this State from East Tennessee (to Saline Ooun
ty) in 1842. He walked from below the Arkansas 
Post on the Arkansas River (where a keel boat had 
grounded upon whieh he had taken l,assage at the 
mouth of the river, the price paid for passage 
being a cub bear) to the hpad waters of Saline now 
Garland Oounty. There he worked on a farm for 
one year. He then went to work in a tanyaI'd, 
continuing for two years, but in 1844 went to 
Benion and opened a tanyard, also purchasing 
some land. He was married in 1845 to Miss L. 
.J. Haynes, and made Benton his home until his 
death, which occurred in 1859. M1'. Cloud took a 
prominent part in politics, being an earnest Demo 
crat, and was county treasurer and also common 
school commissioner. He was a member of the 
Masonic order. His excellent wife sti1l survives 
him at Benton. D. M. Cloud was educated in the 
public schools of Benton, and Juring the war 
sf.'l'Ved a while in the Confederate service, begin 
ning when he was fifteen years of age. He was 
in the battles of Poison Springs, 1\Iarks Mill, and 
many other small skirmishes, and was taken pris 
oner by the Seventh Missouri, United States Cav 
aIry, being confined at Little Rock, Hock Island, 
Ill., and New Orleans. Exchanged February 23, 

1~65, at the mouth of the Red River, he returned t 
to the Southern army, bnt did no other serViC~.r 
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consequence, and was paroled on June ~), lE,(j3, 
coming thence to his desolated horne at Benton. 
He attended school for a few months, afterward 
taught and read law, worked on a farm for two 01' 

three years, and was then employed as a clerk in 
a store at Little Rock and other places for SOIDe 
time. Becoming engaged in the grocery business 
at JUulberr), he thus continued until 18C,], when 
he retnrned to Benton and resumed the study of 
the law, being admitted to the bar in September, 
1882. He has since practiced his profession in this 
and adjoining counties, and enjoys about the best 
and most lucrative practice of any lawyer in Saline 
Connty. Mr. Cloud took a very active part in the 
temperance movement in 1884:, and greatly to his 
efforts are the temperance people indebted for the 
overthrow of the liquor traffic in this county. He 
was a candidate, in 1886, for the office of prose 
cuting attorney of the Seventh judicial circuit, but 
was defeated by an exeellent gentleman, Hon. J. 
P. Henderson, who was then the incumbent. In 
1888 be again became a candidate. bLlt owin7 to 
the llllsettled contlition of the then existing poli 
tics withdrew from the canvass in order to takE' 
part in saving his party from defeat in his county 
for the Congressional and State ticket, he being 
an uncompromising Democrat. 1\11'. Cloud is a 
member of Benton Lodge No. 3-1., A. F. & A. JH., 
and was worshipful ma'3ter of that lodge in Ib8S. 

He was taken into the Masonic mder in :lHagnolia 
Lodge No. 60, located at Little Rock Ark., in 
February, IS72. His maniage was in 18'10 to Miss 
Martha H. Chastain. who was horn in Marietta, Ga. 
She was the daughter of B. L. Chastain, now resid
ing in Oomanche County, Kas., engaged in farm 
ing. 1\Ir. Cloud has a family of four children: 
Edward Leon, Charles Madison, l\Iyrle and Ber
nice. 1\11'. and 1\1rs. Cloud are members of the 
Baptist Church. The former is now serving hi" 
town as school (lirector, and is pre:;;ident of the 
school board. He says that he expects to live out 
his days in Arkansas, and most likely in ~aline 
Oounty, where he is held in high esteem. 

John L. CoHat owns a large farm and is en 
gaged in general farming and stock raising. He 

~.-: born in tho yeaI' 1838, being tho oldest of 

ten children in the family of Robert K. aud Eliza 
(Collins) Collat, the former of whom ",vas a llative 
of Alabama. where h(-' was married. AfteT'\ ard 
moving to Georgia he opened up a large plantation 
which he sohl in 18~)B and removed to Saline 
County, Ark., settlillg on ~aline HiveI' ill what is 
now Traskwood Township, aUll took up a claim on 
which he rpsided ulltil his death ill 1"on. His be 
loved wife pu::,sed from life within ODE' week of hi-; 
death leaving a family of ten chil(lren, one of wholli 
was a babe only thrpe days old, which ",vas reared 
0) an olller si-,ter, Hnd one other child died (1uring 
the same month. The family cOllsisted of John 
L. (the subject of this sketch), \Yilliarn H. (who is 
married and re~ides in Saline Township). 'fa} lor 
(also married and resides in Traskwood. being a 
merchant h)~ occupation), 1\1inerva (no\y JUrs. 
FE'well living near Benton), Eliza (lUI's. Tidwell. 
in Pulaski, the infant l'efE'rred to) and five other 
children who are now deceasel1. J oLn L. Collat 
at the time of his parents' death was only seventeen 
years old and having his brothers and sisters to 
care for, he secured homes for tbem and broke np 
hou'3ekE'epiug. He commenced farming for him
self at the age of twenty. three, and in 1SGI was 
marrjed to Lonsia l\lontgomery. a daughter of 
Thomas and lUary (Clanton) Montgomery; Mrs. 
Collat was born on the farm Oll which they at this 
time reside. 1\Ir. l\Iontgomery was a nati"n:- of 
Tennessee and emigrated to Arkansas in ISBO, set 
tling in what is DOW Saline Count), and taking a 
claim on whieh he rE'~ided at the time of hi~ lleath 
in 1836, his wife snrviying him until 1"''';3. 1\11'. 
Collat after his marriage located in ~aline Town 
ship. enter(-'d a tract of land of eight) acres, to 
which he afterwal'll addell allOther eighty, and on 
which he made his home for the next ten yean;, 
He enlisted in 18()~, at Benton. nnder Capt. Adams 
in the Twenty fifth Arkan'3as Illfantry, for the 
period of twehe months. After the hattIe of 
CoriIlth the company reorganized when l\Ir. Collat 
again enlisted for threE' years or during' the war. 
He served two years in the Trans l\Iis",i~::,ippi Hegi 
ment (infantry) and eighteen months in the cayalry 
service, being discharged in Texas ill lSf)3. and n-' 
tnrning to Saline County. In 1Sjl he ROW his 
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homestead and bought a farm of 270 acrE'S, of 
which forty were under cultivation. He has 
erected a fine frame l'esidence and rnadfl other im 
provements, besides clearing most of the remaindt'l' 
of his farm. He is a member of Benton Lodo'C' 

b 

No. 3-1, A. F, & A. M., in which he has held tilt' 
office of t;. D., and also Lelongs to t;aline Lodge 
No. 1317, Knights of Honor. l\Ir. Collat and his 
wife have a family of eight chlldren: "William 

(married),1\Iary (now Mrs. Cote), Thomas (married), 
Sophronia, Frank. l\Iartha, Henry and David, all 
of whom reside in Saline County. .l\Ir. Collat is 
a man of great enNgy and industry, and though 
having been obliged to make bis own way in the 
world, has uone so with great credit to himself. 

",V. H. Collatt, a farmer, of Saline Township, 
Saline Oounty, was born in Polk County, Ga., in 
J84:6, being the fifth son in a family of eleven 
children born to Rohert and Eliza (Oollins) 001 
latt. Robert Collatt was a native of Georgia, and 
came to Saline County, Ark., in 1835, settling on 
a farm in Shaw Township, on which he lived until 
his death in 1 S37. His wife only sUl'vivp(l him two 
weeks, both dying of pneumonia. Mr. Collatt was 
a small boy at the timf' of his parents' death. 
After his father's demise the estate was sold at an 
administrator's sale, and the son then went to live 
with l\Ir. J oLn Petton, where he remained for five 
years, receiving an education in thf> district schools. 
In 186-1 he f>nlisted for one year in Capt. Tilford's 
Elev~nth Arkansas Cavalry, and whilf> in bf>rvicf> 
was engagea in many skirmishps, finally being 
paroled at Fulton Oil the Red Hiver ill Junp, 1 S(j5. 
1\I1'. Collatt later pngagE'Cl in farming in Pulaski 
County on the Arkanf'as River in] I..ili7. He was mar 
ried, in 187:3, in Saline County, to Margaret \Vhite, 
daughter of ·William ,r. awl Elizabeth (Montgom
ery) "\Vhite, who came lwrp from Alabama at an 
early day. lUI'S. ·White <1iec1 in Feuruary, 1Sh5. 
1\11'. Collatt made his first purchase of land in 1~72 
whpn he uought eighty acres of timuer which he 
cleared and in 1 '::lob sold. He now owns a good 
farm of thirty acres on the Saline River, amI 
also 13f1 acres near Benton, besides a place of 
] qf) acres (100 acres of which are UIJdPf cultivation) 
and tell acres in Bf>ntoll where he re:-,iJes. He is 
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a stanch Democrat, though not f'specially active 
politically, and haR beeo a member of the school 
board for SOll.le Rix or eight years, He is the fathf>r 
of six cbildn:'n: Oliver Walter, J ame~ Virgil, Hallis 
Homer, Hattie Hester, Lena Louis and Vinnie Vel' 
lla. Mr. Collatt has witnessed and taken an individ
ual part in the growth and advancement of Benton 
from the first. He l'emembers when only one bu'3i
ness house was in the place, and when the farnwrs 
in the neighborhood were obligecl to go tpu or 
fifteen miles on horseback to mill. 

Thomas Y. Ch'aig, a farmer and merchant of 
Brazil, Holland Township, carries a full line of 
general merchandise, and enjoys a lucrative patron
age. He was born in Seneca County, S. c., in 
18..f.4, and was the third son in a family of four 
children born to \\' i1liam and Francis (Deshield) 
Craig. The rather was a South Carolina farmer, 
who in 185V emigrated to Arkansas with his family, 
and settled in Hempstead County, where he pur 
chased a piece of land and improved it. He was 
a prominent Democrat of the community in his 
day. His death occurred in 1870, his widow fol
lowing him in about two years. They were the 
parents of the following children: Nancy (now 
1\1rs. Compton, who resides in Hempstead Oounty, 
Ark. ), Jane (now 1\-11-s. Simpson, also of Hemp
stead County), Thomas Y. (the subject of this 
article), anJ Franklin (who is married and resides 
in Hempstead County, heing engaged in farming). 
Thomas Y. Craig was reared to farm life, being 
educated in the subscription schools of South Oaro
lina. He accompanied his parents to Hempstead 
County in 11)59, resuming farm labor, and in 1quI 
enlisted in Capt. Neal's company, in the Nineteenth 
Arkansas Infantry, at Nashville for one year, at 
the end of which time he re enlisted in the samp 
regiment to serve during the war. He was in the 
battle of Wilson's Crf>ek and a number of noted 
engagements, when he was taken prisoner and sent 
to Chicago, where he was kept for four months, at 
the end of that time being exchanged and for 
wanled to City Point, Va., and then to Richmond. 
Following this he participated in the battles of 
Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge, Dalton, Atlanta 
and others. In 1865 he was paroled and returned 
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to Hem.psteau. Connty, where he again engaged in 
farming until the following year, when he went to 
Little Rock and learned the trau.e of carpentering, 
following it until 187ft Mr. Craig was married 
in Little Rock, in ] 870, to Sarah Ray, a native of 
Alabama. By that nnion two children were born, 
who are both living: Alena and Nora. This wife 
died in 1878, and in 1S79 he married, in Pulaski 
County, 1\liss Emily Bosher, of that county. They 
were the parents of the following children: Zephyr, 
Cora, Steen, Ola, Effie and Fmnk. In 1876 1\11'. 
Craig bought a partly improved farm in Saline 
County of 380 acres, 100 of which were under 
cultivation. He now has over 200 acres improved, 
having added attractiv(l surroundings to t he farm. 
He raises large mops of grain and cotton, as well 
as fine cattle and mules. He is a member of Paran 
Lodge No. 31D, A. F. & A. 1\1., in which he has 
held the office of worshipful master. Mr. Craig 
takes an active part in all educational work and in
terests of an enterprising nature. 

Capt. Augnstus A. Crawford, county and pro
bate judge of f;aline County, and also a prominent 
planter of that locality, was born in Rhea County. 
East Tenn., March 31, 1838, and is a son of Rob 
ert B. and Olivia (Howard) Crawford, whose birth 
occurred in the same State in 1808 and 11..{17, re 
spectively. The parents were married there in the 
year 1820, making it their home until 1'iS3, when 
they moved to Russell Connty, Ala., where the 
father died in 1'3-iB, the mother afterward marry
ing a Mr. Lockhard, who died some years later. 
She has since remained a widow and reside" in 
Georgia at the present time with a daughter. Her 
fatheI', Abraham Howard, of Virginia, was one of 
the earliest settlers of Rhea County, Tenn.. and a 
prosperous farmer of that place, where he residf'd 
until his decease. The senior Crawford was also 
a farmel', and an inflnential citizen of Rhea 
County dm'ing his residence in that place. He 
had three brothers and two sisters living in Saline 
County, Ark., one of wh0m (Hon \Yilliam A. Craw 
ford) at one time represented that county in the 
legislature, and for six years was its sheriff. 
AUgustllS A. was the third of foul' sons and one 
daughter born to his parents, all of whom, except 
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himself, have died. One brother (Rev, Robert B. 
Crawford, of Alabama) was among the most noted 
Methodist divines in that State, and a man who 
spoke frOll the pulpit with marvelous power. Au
gllstus was the only son who came to Saline 
Connty; previous to settling here he had worked 
on a farm. having also for two years taken up the 
carpenter's trade, which calling he followed at 
Benton and Little Rock during the first years of 
his arl'iYal. His advantages for schooling were 
limited, as he had to work for the neighboring 
farmers during youth in order to pay his way, hut 
his natural shrewdness and ability manifested 
themselves sooner, perhaps, than if he had ab 
sorbed more book knowlelge, and exercised less 
talent. In 1\Iarch, ] SOO, he was married to ::Uiss 
Martha J. Rowan, a daugbter of Thomas and Ruth 
Rowan, of Alabama, who WE'fe among the earliest 
settlers of Saline County, where both parents died. 
Ten chilc1rell were born to 1\11', and 1\Irs. Cl'awford 
(four sons and six danghters),all of whom aI'e living. 
1\Ir, Crawford continued to reside in Benton and 
vicinity until 18/--1, when he settled on his present 
place, now owning about 120 acres of productive 
land and has placed sixty acres under cultivation. 
His prosperity is all due entirely t~ his individual 
effort and good management, he having started in 
life for him'3elf at fourteen years of age with but 
little, if anything. He also owns another tract of 
thirty seven acres, comprihing some of the best 
land in this section, all situated about six miles 
northeast of Benton. During the war he enlisted 
in Company D, Eleventh Arkansas Infantry, opel' 
ating principally in Missouri and Tennessee, and 
after the battle of Belmont was promoted to the 
rank of captain. On Aprii 'i, 18()2, he was capt 
ured at Tiptonville and imprisoned at Camp 
Chase for a short time, and then taken to John 
son's Island, where he was confined until the fo1 
Jowing September, when hp wa" taken to Yiclu;
hurg and exchanged. He at once rejoined his 
regiment and was promptly made captain of the 
same company, holding that rank until the close of 
the war. During his service Capt. Crawford took 
part in the battles of Baker's Creek Port Hml.son, 
Jackson, Miss., Clinton, La., Atlanta. Ga., and 
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from thElrEI waR sent back into the westerll territory 
to join Gen. -Wid Adams. In loG-t- he wns tralls
felTPd to the Traml Mississippi Department in GEl11. 
Fagan's chvision, ;--md operated in Arkansas an(l 
Louisiana, and in JUay of the following year sur 
rendered to Capt. L. B. NaRh, at Benton, who was 
then provost marshal. Uapt. Cr<twforu was <It 
oncEI arrested. for treason, but the case was J/olle

pJ'o:3('Quiul. From 1'3;)S to loliO he was (leputy 
sheriff umler his nne' Ie, and from 18;)H to 18GO was 
aL~o tax collector. He served aq justice of the 
peace from 18,e; to 1""~2 in Bryant Township, and 
in 18'3-t- \Va~ eledecl county and prohate judge to 
fill the vacancy cau~ed by the death of Judge Bar 
ton Howard. Since then he has been re electeu 
twice. anc1 has filled the office with a dignity and 
wisdom that bas never been burpassec1 in Saline 
COtlnty. In politics he is a stanch Democrat, anu 
from] 8SG to 18~8 was a deh>gate to the State con 
vention. In secret societies be is a member of 
Bryant Lodge No. --!-.11, A. F. & A. M., and is 
the present secretary of his lodge. He and wife 
both attend the }\Iissionary Baptist Church, and 
are leaders in aiding all religious and other 'worthy 
enterprisE's. 

,r. H. Crudgington, one of thE' leading farm 
ers of Perkin.., Township, Sali1le County, was born 
in J effersoll County in ] 800, and is a Ron of George 
vV. and Ann (Moore) Cl'udgington, ihe former 
borB near Knoxville, Tenn., and tht-' latter near 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. Tht-' pal'f'Ilts wen' married in 
the latter State. and re"ideel there until the year 
18J~, when they moved to ,Jefferson Couuty, Ark., 
and in 1~;j() came to Pulaski Uounty, where ihe 
father died in 1 ,->;-)S, his wift-' following bim to the 
grave on October 13, l8ol-,. He was a succes~ful 
farmer during his life, and an upright, conscien
tious man in all his clpalings. ,r. H. Crudging 
ton, thp yOllllgpgt of ~ix chilelrE:'n born to thp parent"l, 

recei vP<1 a good English pdtlcatioll in the public 
scbools of his native State. ,Yhen eightpen yean; 
old he commenced in lifp for him..,elf, being em 

plrJyed ill one of the prominent btlsiness honses 
of J efl'erson County for :-,OI1W years, and afterward 

j in Saline County. In 1~S;j be waR married to 

Mary A., danghter of \Yashington M<,Cool, of Ala 
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barna, who moved to Grant County at an early 
p('riod with bi~ family. Mr. McOool was a soldier 
in the Oonfeum'ate army (luring the Civil,Var, and 
after that event returlled to Grant County, where 
he died a fpw years later, as did also his wife. 
Two children wPre born to :NIl'. Cruugington's mar 
riage, both sons. Since the war h8 has lived in 
Perkins Township, where he owns eighty acres of 
fertile bottom lanel, and has placed about fifty 
acres under cultivation This he has made by his 
own individual effort and good management, and he 
is now looked upon as one of the leading citizens and 
most substantial fanners of that section. In] 88G 
he wa~ notary public, but resigneu that office to be 
assessor of Saline County, filliug the vacancy cause<l 
by the removal of J. L. Crabtree. He was also 
postmaster of Hensley in 1886, and has fined every 
public office he held to the entire satisfaction of 
the people. In politics he is a stanch Democrat, 
and cast his first presidential vote for Greeley, in 
187~. He is a member of Pennington Lodge No. 
273, A. F. & A. M., at Hensley, and was secretary 
of that lodge for three years. In religious faith 
Mrs. OruJgingtnn has been a member of the Mis
sionary Bapti..,t 01111rch many years. 

Dr. W. S. Davis, one of the leading physicians 
of this township, was born in Tennessee in 1856, 
the son of Benson A. and Catharine (GriAom) 
Davis, natives of Tennebsee. B. A. Davis was a 
carringe and wagon maker awl lived in Tennessee 
until his <leath. He was married December 12" 
18-'/'8, an/l became the father of seven children, four 
now living: Mary E. (wife of W. L. Robinson), 
D. J., John H. (deceased). 'N. S. (our subject), 
G. F, (deceased), Matilda R. (wife of Frank 
Johnson), and Jackson D . (deceased). Bronson 
A. Davis was killed by bushwhackers, February 
2~, 1865. He joined the United States army and 
Rerved until] 8()5, when he was discharged. after 
which, while reerniting a company, of which he 
was elected captain, and when on his way to re
enlist and be musterec1 in at 'Yaterloo, he was 
killed. He had been in several battles and had 
served his country faithfully. He was a member 

of tbe A. F. & A. 1\1., and a minister by profes 
sion, teaching the doctrine of the Missionary Bap 
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tist Ohurch for a nUlll bel' of years. His wife was 
also a church member. At the age of eighteen 
years \V. S. Davis began life for himself as a 
farmer. Hig literary education had been gained 
in Tennessee and Arkansas, and in the year 1876 
he commenced the study of medicine. In 1878 
he began practicing in thi"- Indian Territory, but 
during the year 1870 moved to Logan Oounty, 
Ark., where he devoted himself to his profession 
for about two years. Going thence to Rhiloh, Van 
Buren County, he latpr became settled at Cross 
Roads, and finally in Yell County. In },,)82 he 
came to this county and located on the Middle 
Fork of the f3aline River, moving to his present 
place in 1877, and buying the property on which 
be lives, consisting of eighty acres. Dr. Davis 
was married July 28, 1875, to 1\1is8 :Mary Oampor, 
of Independence Oounty, Ark. The result of this 
marriagp was two children: Sophia O. and John 
W. The Doctor is a member of ,Yhittington 
Lodge No. 365, A. F. & A. 1\1.; and votes the 
Democratic ticket. Mrs. Davis is a member of the 
JUissionary Baptist Church. He is thoroughly 
wrapped up in the practice of his adopted raIling, 
keeping well apace with the advanee of medical 
science. while as a physician and surgeon hf' is 
esteemed by all acq uaintanees. 

j 

Davidson & Russell, dealers in general mer
chandise and proprietors of gin and mill, first 
established business in La Bellfl r in January, 1889. 
Their interests consist o£ a large stock of general 
merchandi8e, ginning, milling and blacksmithing, 
in addition to which they own and control the 
manufacturing right of Saline County, for Cole 
man's patent combination ploW. The firm is 
composed of ,YilIiam A. Davidson and H. B. 
Russell, well known in this locality. "William A. 
Davidson is a native of Arkansas, and was born in 
Saline County, May 2S, ]B59, bi'5 parents, James 
and Mary (Russell) Davidson, having been among 
the early settlers of this county. Young ,Villiam 
received his education in the schools of this local 
ity, applying himself closely in youth, ana was 
married November 23,1876, to Miss Mary E. Cam 
eron, a daughter of Daniel A. Cameron, assessor 
of Saline Oounty. To this union have been born 

the following children: J ames A. (born 1\Ial'ch 
21, 18\:lO), Cullen J. (born February 15, 18S2), 
Ashbury P. (born November 24, 1884,), and ,Yill 
iam Rnssell (born February :3, 1886). After his 
marriage l\Ir. Davidson continued his occnpation 
of farming, and bonght a farm of 214: acres of 
woodland, thirty of which he cleared, erecting 
good buildingo aD(1 otherwi~e improving it. In 
N ovemhE'l', 18S8, he purchaser1 a farm of 137 acres 
neal' La Belle, which he also cleared and improved, 
but selling this tract, in 1 qC,S, to his partner, JUl'. 
Russpll, he bought ~26 acres in Beaver TOvVDShip, 
with fifty under the plow. This farm he ha~ cul
tivated and improved, until now it is classed with 
the finest places in Beaver Township. 1\11'.. and 
Mrs. Daviuson are members of the l\lethodist Epis
copal Church, and l\Ir. Davidson is trustee of the 
Salem l\Iethodist Episcopal Ohurch, :South. He 
i" a member of the school board, and also post
master at La Belle, Ark. H. B. Russell is also a 
native of Arkansas, and was born in Saline County. 
J anuarj 10, 185U. the son of Alex. Russell, ex: rep 
l'Psentative 

~ 

in the State legislature. He attended 
the cornman schools of his native county, and at 
the age of eighteen began life for himself; first in 
assisting his father upon the home laTIll till his 
marriage, which OCCUlTfld in I8S!, to Miss Josie 
OameroD, the tlaughter of Daniel Cameron, whose 
sketch appears elsewhere in this volume. 1\Ir.. and 
J\Irs. Russell are thf1 parents of three attractive 
children: CUlTiE.' (born 1\Iay 6, 1883), Florence 
:Myrtle (born August 12, 1885), and Sylvester J. 
(born August 28, 1887). Previous to his marriage 
1\Ir. Russell had purchased a farm in Beaver Town 
ship consisting of 102. acres timber land, to which 
l~ter on be added 124: acres. He at onre began 
to improve it, erecting a handsome residence, good 
barns, etc., but in 18')8 traded that farll (226 
acres in all) to his partner (1\11'. Davidson) for 
157 aCl'es near La Belle, and a balf interest in his 
gin and. milL 1\11', Rnssell at once moved to bis 
new farm, and in J annary following embarked in 
the mercantile business with J\1l'. Davidson, in La 
Belle, where their suhsequent career has gained 
for them extensiY8 acquaintance. Some time in 
]81'->6 l\Ir.. Russell engaged in the blacksmith's 
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trade, and bonght a complflte outfit in tbe spring 
of 1~8U, 0pEming a shop in La Belle. In tbis di 
rection also his business is rapidly illCrf'aHing. and 
is all that hE' could desire. His commercial affairs 
interff're in no way with the managemellt of his 
farm, which is not exct:'lle<l in the county. Him
self and wife are members of the Mf'thodist Eris 
copal Church, South, and the former is a liberal 
contributor to all church al1l1 school enterprises, 
in fad, giving hi", support to all worthy meaSUl'es 
for the benefit of the county. In politics he is a 
Democrat, though not an enthusiast. Hf' has served 
two years as deputy asc;essor fO!' tlaline Connty. 
The firm of Davidson & RusRell is probably the 
leading business hOllse in this part of the counLry. 
They are honest, conscientious. and are in every 
way worthy of the confidence reposed in them. 

Russell Deaton. the subject of this sketch, ib 
one of the leading farmers of Marble Towm;hip, 
Saline County, and was born in Georgia, in 184;), 
being the son of Thomas and Mattie (\Yhite) Dea 
ton, natives of North Carolina. Thomas Deaton 
moved to Georgia about the year 18:32, anc1 settled 
in Polk County, living in that section until his 
c1eath, which occul'l'ec1 in 187-!, when over eighty 
yean., old. He was married about the time of his 
settlement in Polk Connty, and he and hiR wife 
were the parf'nts of thirteen chilc1ren, seven of 
whom are living. as follows: Levi Deatoll (a 
farnlf'l' in Georgia), Andrew Deaton (in Saline 
Connty, Ark.), 1\lartha, Joseph, l\Iartin and Hf'u 
ben (all l'esic1pnt" of GeOl'&{ia), and Russell (the 
subject of this i-ikptcb). 1\1rs. Deaton still lives 
in Georgia and is now about ninety years old, en 
joying vlgor011s bealth for one of her age. Her 
husband was one of the earlif'st settlf'rs of that 
portion of Gf'orgia. awl pr('viouB to the late war 
ownf'c1 ~onlP ..tOO acrf'~ of valuable land and twelve 
or fifteen llegroes, bf'sides a large amount of stock. 
He IOflt his propf'rty during the war, with thf' ex 
ception of his rf'al f'~tatf' interesh. He Wht-, a 
supporter of thp Democratic party. In thA year 
I ~()R, RI1t-,sf'll Deaton, then tWt'nty three years of 
age~ purchased IOO acre"> of land, with twenty

j acres ull<ler cultivation in thif, Stah', and com

meneed life as "farmer. He has_s_in_c_e_i_n_C_r_f'a_S_'e_d 
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his place to 180 acres, eighty acres of which 
are improved, and situated 0[1 the Middle Fork 
of tllA Salinfl River, npon them being found 
buildings in g'ood condition and plenty of stock. 
He if-) very successful at-, a cattlf' raiser. Mr. Dea
ton was married in Arkam;as in the year 1870 to 
Miss Sarah E. Millinder of that State, and a daugh 
tel' of Joseph and Nancy (Lindsey) Millinder, also 
of Arkansas nativity, who were among the State' B 

earliest settlers, having come here in 181S. 1\11'. 
and Mrs. Russell Deaton became the parents of five 
children, three of whom are now living: Mattie A. 
(wife of Isaac Dodd, in Saline County), Mollie F. 
and Andrew (at home). Mrs. Deaton was a mem
ber of the Baptist Church up to the time of her 
death, which occurred in 1884:. In 1887 Mr. Dea
tOll married Miss l\Iollie Johnson, who was also a 
native of this county. The result of this union 
was one child. In 11)62 Mr. Deaton joined the 
Confederate army, Massenburg's battery, and was 
afterward transferred to Anderson's battery, where 
he served until the sUlTPnder, fighting in the bat
tIes of Chickamauga. Missionary Ridge, Dalton, 
Rf'saca, Cassville, New Hope Church, KeneRaw 
Mountain and Atlanta. He was with Gen. John 
ston in all the Jatpr battles fought by him, and 
surrendered with that army at Greensboro, N. C., 
in 1863. He was wounded during the war three 
times, not, however, deeming anyone f3erious at that 
time, though recently his wound has broken out 
and gives him much pain. Mr. Deaton takes an 
active part in all matters pertaining to education 
and the benefit of his fellowmen. He keeps a fine 
pack of hounds, and is always ready to grant his 
friends a day's sport. He votes with the Demo 
cratic party. 

Rev. 1. N. Dunnahoo. farmer and stock grower 
of Kentucky rrownship, Salinf' Connty, came upon 
the stage of action in the State of Georgia in the 
Yf'ar HmO, and is the son of John "\V. and Susan 
B. (Patman) Dunnahoo, natives of Georgia, of 
Irit-,h parentage. The father was the son of James 
Dnnnahoo, who was reared in Virginia, removing 
to Georgia at a very early day. John W. was 
l'earec1 and educated in that State, receiving a good t 
c_om_ID_o_n_S_C_h_o_o_l_e_d~neation. He was married in 1~t;:::+ 
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and Roan after commenced farming on his own land, 
being a man of ronsiderable propel't), and owning 
before the war a largE' tract of land and some 
twenty· five or thirty :=;}aves. He has a family of 
twelve children, three of whom snrvive : John B. 
(resides in Georgia), Elizabeth (wife of H. Brad 
shaw, living in Georgia), and T. N. (who forme; 
the ~nbject of this sketch). John 'Y. Dnnnahoo, 
at the age of eighty-eight, and his wife at the age 
of eighty-nine years, are still living at the old 
home near Home, Ga. During the war he lived 
at Jackson, Ga., losing mnch property also near 
Rome. He ib a Democrat, amI with his wife is a 
member of the Primitive Baptist Ghurch. I. N. 
Dunnahoo was reared ab a farmer's lad on the farm 
of his father in Georgia, receiving his education 
in the schools of his native county. At the age 
of seventeen years he began as overseer on his 
father' 8 plantation, continuing tbi" until his twenty
fifth year. Then coming to this State he bought 
the land on which he now resides, consisting of 
400 acres. with twenty-five cleared. He owns some 
900 acrps in this place, with 250 under cultivation, 
besides which he formerly owned a tract of ninety 
acres, forty under cultivation, near Benton, which 
he has given to his children. In 186:-3 :1\11'. Dun 
nahoo joined the Confederate ann), enlisting in 
Miller's cavalry, Gen. Fagan's escort cover. He 
was taken priboner at Longview, Ark., and taken 
to Rock Island, Ill., where he was confined one 
year less three days. Being exchanged just before 
the cloe;e of the war, he was placed in the infantry 
at Shreveport, La. Here he was furloughed, 
going home and not returning. He was paroled 
l\Iay 12 with hie; old company at Little Rock. 
After the war he returned home finding his family 
in a de~titute condition. He was complet8ly uroken 
up, owning nothing but his farm of -WO acres and 
a couple of horses. All above that he has made 
since the war. By hard work hp has paid an obli 
gation of $2,000, and to day is no man' s debtor. 
He has heen twice married, his first wife heing 
Laura J. Medlock, whom he married in 186'-.. 
l8ee sketch of Dr. Medlock. J By this marriage 

J 
j he becarnel~h.e fat(hter ofde~ght chhildrt-n, six of ~~Olll 

are now lvmg wo ymg w en young): Jnary 

(wifeof Dock F. Dobbins), Elizabeth, Paralep (with 
Mrs. Dobbins), Benjamin (practicillg medicine at 
Alexandria, Pulaski Oounty), John (at home), and 
Martha 'V. (at Hot Springs with her aunt, Mrs. 
0' Briant), Etta (at home). :l\I1's. Dunnahoo wa" a 
mt-mber of the Baptist Church, and died December 
27, 1879. In 1881 Mr. Dunnahoo was married to 
Jennie F. Thresher, daughter of Robert Thresher, 
a native of Tennessee. Mr. Dunnahoo has been a 
minihter of the Baptist Church for seventeen years, . 
and has baptized and married a goodly number. 
In politics he is a Dpmocrat. He is one of the 
liberal contributors of the county to churches, 
schools and public enterpriseH. Mrs. Dunnahoo 
is a sister of Robert Thresher, one of the leading 
lights in the Baptist Church, who has been in the 
ministry for thirty years. He is also one of the 
teachers of the Malvern graded schools. 

William A. Dyer, one of the prominent farmers 
of Section 3, Holland Township, f';aline County, 
whose postoffice address is Brazil, was born in 
Cherokee County, Ala., in 1842, being the eldest 
in a family of seven children born to Jacob and 
8arah (Grimmet) Dyer, natives of Alabama. :l\1:1'S. 
Dyer was the daughter of William Grimmst, mig 
inalJy from Tennessee and one of a colony of fi ve 
to Fettle in Wills Valley, Cherokee County, Ala., 
in 1828, among the Indians, where he remained 
some years, subsequelltly moving to Saline County, 
Ark.. in 184\:). He there entered several farms, 
and sold them at a profit after making many im 
provements. His death occurred in 1838. and his 
wife followed him within two months, leaving the 
following children to mourn their loss: 'Villiam 
A. (a boy of sixteen and the subject of this sketch), 

James P. (who enlisted in Saline Oounty under 

Oapt. ,Yatkins in 18()2, anu who was missinQ' after 

the siege of Port Hudson), A. J. (who is married 

ana resides in this township), John D. (killea in 

lRCS7), Ruth Evelyn (died in 1877), Sarah Eliza 

lJeth (now Mrs. Holland, and l'eRides in this town 

ship), and Robert ,\Tilton (dieu in 1g63). :1\11'. 

Dyer was seven years of age when he came to 

Saline C01.1nt~T with his parents, being l'pared to 

farm life, awl receiving an education in the sub


I tscription schools of the ('ount~r. In 18n1 he com 
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menced farming for himself in Beaver Township, 
where he remained fO!' one year. In July, 1S()2, 
he enlisted in Company D, Twonty-secon(l Arkau 
sas Infantry, for thrE'8 ) ears or <1nring the war, an<1 
was kept at Little Rock most of the time, where 
he was paroled in 186G, l'etul'lling later to Bpa vel' 
Township and resuming farming. He was mar
ried in Saline County in 1861 to Emil)' Ohastain, 
a native of Georgia, and a daughter of John N. 

, and Elizabeth (Self) Ohastain. Mr. Ohastain was 
a native of Georgia, and carne to Saline OOUllty in 
1857, settling in Beaver Township, where he re
mained several years, and then moved to Holland 
Township in 1870. His death occurred in 18iU, 
his wife dying three months previous. At the close 
of the war Mr. Dyer settled in Beaver Township, 
on a place which he had bought in 1861. In 1871 
he pnrchaged a partially improved farm of 120 
acres, to which additions have been made until he 
now has 320 acres. with 120 acres under cultivation, 
fifty acres of this having been opened by himself. 
1\-1r. and Mrs. Dyer were the parents of two chil 
dren, both of whom are deceased: Sarah Eliza
beth (who died at three years of age) and Laura 
D. (who died at the age of eight). 1\11'. Dver is a 
member of thp school board. in which capacit), he has 
served two terms. He is also a member of the Ionic 
Lodge of the A. F. & A. M. Also of Paran Louge 
No. 309, A. F. & A. M., of which he was one of 
the charter mpmbers. having served also as junior 
warden and senior wardpo. He is one of the lead
ing Democrats of his township. 

J. M. Dyer, merchant and postmaster at Owens
ville, Saline County, Ark., was horn in Dyer Town 
ship. in the year 1b.t-9. His parent~, Given and 
Martha (Brazel) Dyer, natives, l't'l';pectively, of 
Kentucky and Missouri, reared a family of ten 
children, J. 1\-1. Dyer being the fifth. The) came to 
Saline County, Ark., in 1833, settling in what i8 
now Dyer Township, and making this county his 
home, the father folloWE'd farming, opening up 
some 125 acres before hi:-3 death, which OCCUlTed 
in 1801, his wife following him in 1862. The 
elder Mr. Dyer, had taken quite an active part in 
politics, being a strong Democrat. His 'ion, J. 

) M .. who was reared on the farm and t>ducated in 

the towm;hip schoob, commpnced his career nlone 
at the age of twenty yem's as a farmer on rented 
land. In 1875 he bought a partly improved farm 
of 150 aCl"Els. He at once began to improve it and 
add to his possessions, until to day be owns a splen 
did farm of ~5() acres, with 110 under cultivation. 
He was marriE'd in Saline County, in IbuH, to 
Melissa Robison, a native of 1-)cott Oounty, Ark, 
and a daughter of D. J. ancl Lucinda (Jallies) 
Robison, of Missouri. Mr. anu Mrs. Robison 
cawe to Arkansas at an E'arly day, the father dying 
in October, 1881, hut the mother is still living in 
this township. By this union there were five 
chihlren, all living: ,Yilliam Milas, Daniel Obey, 
Admire Lucinda, Rosa and J eddy \Yalter. 1\11'. 
Dyer is not very active in politics, though he votes 
the Democratic ticket. He has been justice of the 
peace in his township for two terms. As a mem
ber of 'Vhittington Lodge No. 365: A. F. & A. 
M.) be has passed the chairs and served two terms 
as S. D. Bolh Mr. and 1\lrs. Dyer are members 
of the Thlissionary Baptist Church in this township. 
Every enterprise that tends to advance the interest 
of his township and county, finds in Mr. Dyer a 
firm friend and stanch supporter. He is especially 
interested in schools, and has held the position of 
postmaster at Owensville for five years, being a 
faithful and obeuient servant of the public. 

James Q. Earnest, justice of the peace and one 
of the leading farmers of this township, was born 
in the Lone Star State in 1c)54, being reared, how
ever, in Mississippi. He is the son of ,Villiam and 
Malissa (Cotton) Earnest, natives of Tennessee, 
the former of whom was educated in Kentncky, 
moving to Texas in 1851, and settling in Smith 
County, where he lived for three years. Removing 
thence to Alcorn County, Mis8 .. he r(>sided there for 
twenty nille years, and in ] 8'3;) came to this State, 
locating on the South Fork of the Saline River, in 
Saline COUllty. He is the father of eleven children, 
eight now living: William P., James Q. (our sub
ject), Azilille (wife of J. Westbrooks), Elizabeth 
(wife of R. Lucus, lives in Lonoke County), R. G., 
J. R .. Annie (wife of l\Iart Hendrix) and Addie 
(at homf'.) Dnring the war Mr. Earnest joined 
Company F, Thirty sE"cond 1\Iississippi regiment, t 
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Confederate army, an(l served as a private through 
that struggle, participating ill a numbel' of battles, 
notable among which were Franklin and Chicka 
mauga. He came home when the war closed and 
engaged in farming, which he still continues. 
Though a member of the A. F. & A. 1\1., he does 
not affiliate with any lodge in this ~tate. He is 
also a member of the Democratic party. Jame5 
Q. Earnest. who received his edncation in the 
country schools of Mississippi, at the age of twen
ty one began life a<; a farmer on rented land in 
tbat State, Continuing there for but a few years, 
he removed to Arkansas in 1 '>78, and purchased 
his present property of eighty acres of wilU land, 
besides which hI" has since cleared and improved 
fifty acres on the Saline River. He is quite an 
extensive stock raiser, having the largest herd of 
sheep in the county. In 188b he was elected to the 
office of justice of the peace, in which capacity he 
cloes a large amonnt of business. He was married 
in 1':,7-l, to 1\1iss Emily Stephens, daughter of 
James aml Ellen (McElhannon) Stephens. natives, 
respectively, of Georgia and Alabama, who were 
the pal'ents of seven children, fonr now living: 
Samuel lin Texas), l\latt (in Mis"iistlippi). Emily 
(wife of our subj eet) and Charles (in Tennessee). 
Mr. and :Mrs. Stephens both died about the year 
1~3H. Though }\'lr. Earnest has no children to 
educate he is a warm advocate of the free school 
system, and a liberal donator to the churches. He 
is a member of Fair Play Lodge No. 32, A. F. & 
A. }\'1., holding the office of S. D. in his lodge. 
Politically he is a Democrat. "Ybile, perhaps, not 
owning as much property in the county as some 
others, he is as enterprising and successful as any 
in his section-thoroughly understanding the pur 
suits to which he has deyoted so much attention. 

John }\,1. Finley. well known as a farmer and 
leauing citizen of 8aline County. was born in 
Blount County, East Tenn., in 1820. and is a 
son of -William and Sarah ('Veldon) Finley. The 
father was a native of Virginia who moved to 
Tennessee at an early period and settled in Brad
ley County, where he spent the remainder of his 
days. He was a soldier in the "Val' of 1812, and 
before the Civil War was a sl1('cessful farmer, but 

during that event his property was almost entirely 
swept away. The mother was a daughter of 
,Joseph 'Veldon, a native of Ireland, who came to 
this country before the Revolution and settled in 
Tennessee, where he resided until his death at thl' 
age of one 11 undred and threp years. She was a 
member of the Methodist Church during life and 
a devout Christian woman. J obn M.. the seventh of 
seven sons and three daughters born to the parents, 
was reared on his father's farm and educated in the 
log cabin E>chools of that period. In February, 
1840. he was married to :l\1iss Eliza Jane Delaney, 
of Tennessee, whoE>e father was an old Revolution
ary soldier. and this union gave them. nine children. 
of whom one son and one daughter are yet living: 
James Henry (residing at Little Rock), and Louisa 
wife of John ]\,1-cLean). In 11.,50 }\'lr. Finley came 

with his family to what is now Lonoke County, but 
nine years later moved to Saline County and set
tled in the woods in Hurricane Township, where he 
opened up a good farm. His success as a planter 
has been er.couraging, and by proper management 
and energy he has now accumulated about 173 
acre5 of the best land in that section, comprised in 
three tracts, and has placed some seventy acres 
under cultivation, besides owning a good house 
anu lot in Bryant, wbere he has resided since 1888. 
In 1~61 he enlisted in the Third Arkansas Cay
aIry, and operated in }\,Iissouri until the spring 
of the following year, when he was discharged on 
account of ill health. In the fall of 1863 he had 
fully recovered and again enlisted, joining the 
Eleventh Arkansas Infantry, in which he remained 
until the close of the war. He took part in illany 
hard hattles and skirmishes, and diRtinguished 
himself on illore than one occasion by his gallant 
actions in the field. In politics he is a Democrat, 
and cast his first presidential vote for Van Bm'en 
in 18--10. In religious faith he has been a member 
of the }\,Iethodist Church for a great number of 
years, and is always prompt to aid any religious 
and educational enterpriRE's, as well as taking an 
active interest in the development of his county. 

Dr. D. N. Fisher, whose prominence as a phy
sician and surgeon of Traskwood Township has 
contributed largely to the respect and esteem ac
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corded him, was born in Hamilton County, Ill., 
November 10, 1~+7, and is the youngest ~f four 
sons born to Jordan ana Elizabeth (Cartel') Fisb<:>l', 
natives of North and South Carolina, respectively. 
Jordan Fisher was born in 1807, and when (Illite 
young went to Kentucky and pngaged in farming, 
afterwarcl being married there. Following his 
marriage he moved to Indiana, and from there to 
Illinois, wherE' he was residing at the time of his 
death, in 1883, his wife only surviving him Olle 
:vear. Dr. Fisher's paternal grandfather was onp 
of the pioneers of Kentucky, having gone there 
w hen the State belonged to tlA Northwest Terri 
tory. He was killed in the battle of Tippecanoe 
in the War of 1812. Young Fishpr spent his boy 
hood days in the common schools of Illinois, and 
at the age of seventeen entered the high school at 
Endfield, Ill., where he remained for two years, 
then commencing the study of medicinE' Tinder the 
tutelage of Dr. A. Hodge, one of the most promi
nent practitioners of his day. After one year he 
abandoned his medical studies and came to Arkan 
sas, engaging in the mercantile business for a 
while in Hot Spring County, at Ouachita. In 
1873 he went to Saline County, and ill July of that 
year was married there to l\1if'>S Mary Graham, a 
native of l\lississil;pi, and the daughter of Dr. A. 
G. Graham. Dr. Graham came to Arkansas in 
1859, and was the leading physician of the com 
munity until his death in 1~H4-. After his mar
riage, Dr. Fi:-,her again resumed the study of 
medicine under Dr, Graham, remaining with him 
for two years. He thpn practiced for five yean.;. 
In 1g79 and 1ClI:>O he attended the medical depart 
ment of the Arkansas State University, and since 
that time has enjoyed a very succeflsfnl and lucra
tive practice. He came to Traskwood in IHSR, in 
I88n entering into partnenlhip with Dr. \Valton, 
and together or individually they havt> an t>nviahle 
reputation, which is well deserved, for never were 
individuals mOTe conscientious or rareful in the 
dischaTge of professional duties than they. Dr. 
Fisher is a Democrat, though he takes no a~tive 
part in politics. He has been electpd jURtice of the 
peace amI postmaster, but declined to serve in

; both instances. He has hervec1 as school director 

~ j 

almost the entire period of his residence in the 
State. Fair Play Lodge No. 3~, A. F. & A. M., 
count~ him as one of its mflmlwl's, in which he is 
worshipful master. He is also a member of Ben· 
ton Lodge No. 131U, K. of H Dr. Fisher has long 
been identified with scbool and church Rnterpl'ises, 
and never fails Lo give his support to all worthy 
movements. 

Capt. J. O. Flynn, one of the principal lumber 
dealers in Saline Oounty. and a manufacturer of 
yellow pine, oak, ash, gum and hickory timber, 
the first named being a specialty, was born in New 
York in 1 '333. and is a Ron of Henry and Ellen 
(Colbert) Flynn, natives of Ireland. They came 
to the United States in 1830, and resided in New 
York State, until their removal to Washtenaw 
County, Mich., where the father died, when J. C. 
was sixteen years old. Three years later the 
family moved to Ludington, Mich., where the 
mother died in 1885, a member of the CatllOlic 
Church. .J. C. Flynn, the third of seven childl'en 
born to his parents, received a limited education 
in his youth, his only instructors being his older 
sisters. "Yhen sixteen years old he commenced 
in life for himself and farmed for a short time, but 
later he sailed on the great lakes, his principal rnn 
being from Ohicago to Buffalo, N. Y. For two 
years he acted in the capacity of mate, and the 
last years of his Railing life were passed as captain. 
His brother, in the meantime, was managing the 
farm in Michigan. In 1838 J. C. went to Texas, 
where he workeu at the carpenter's b'ade until 
1SoO, then coming to Clark Connty, Ark. ,Nhen 
the Civil War broke out, he enlisted in Company 
B, rrwelfth Arkansas Infantry, as a private, but 
after three mouths' service he was made a corporal, 
and later on promoted to sergpant major of the 
regiment, taking part in tho battleE' at Belmont, 
Island No. 10, and Fort Pillow. He was then 
fudonghed for Rixty days, and sent to ArkanRas in 
charge of the sick and wounded of the regiment. 
'Yhen about to return to his command he was 
ordered by Gen. Hindman to Ol'ganize, which he 
did, and was made captain of Company H, rrhirty

ty thhd Arkansas Infantry, and remained in that t 
capacity until HlP close of Lhe war, taking part in 
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the fights at Prairie GrovE" nem' Vicksburg, Little 
Rock, Mansfield. La., Pleasant Hill, La. , Jenkins' 
Ferry, and a great number of skirmishes. He was 
wounded several times, and at Jenkins' Ferry was 
captured amI taken to Johnson's Islanu.. when' he 
was confined for eleven months, hut was finally 
exchanged and rejoined his command at Shreve 
port, La., and surrendered at Marshall, Tex.. in 
May, lsn;). After the war was over he retnrnpd 
to Clark County, Ark., '.yith only fhe cents in his 
pockets, but immediately set to work with an energy 
that soon brought its reward. Some time later he 
was enabled to build a water, flour and corn mill, 
which he operated t:>uccessful1y for about two 
years, and then moved to Pulaski County, and 
farmed for one year. Capt. Fl} nn then entered 
into business at Little Rock, and also operated 
saw-mills in different parts of Pulaski Connty, 
until 1880, when he came to his present place, 
which was established in 1881, and is now one of 
the largest industries in Saline County, the mill 
having a capacity of 20,000 feet per day, with a 
planing mill attached, and employing on an aver 
age of fourteen people. He also owns four ox 
teams and one horse team to haul his logs, and has 
about 1.100 acres of the best timber land in that 
section. Capt. Flynn was married in January, 
1867, in Clark County, to Miss Dusky V., daughter 
of Henry 1H. and Virginia Ivy, of Mi<,sissilJpi and 
Alabama, respectively, who were among the ear 
liest settlers of Pulaski County, where the father 
died about I87b. Four children were born to the 
Captain and his wife, three of whom are living, 
and all having received the be..,t education their 
father could. obtain for them. In politics Capt. 
Flynn is a Democrat, and cast L is first vote for 
Franklin Pierce. He was the first sheriff in Mason 
County, Mich., and was also jnstice of the peace 
in that same county. In secret societies he is a 
member of Pennington Lodge No. 273, A. F. k 
A. M., at Hensley, and a1:-.0 belongs to Royal Arch 
Chapter No.2, at Little Rock, and Lodge No. 4;)2, 
Knights of Honor, at the same place. He is abo 
a memb8l' of Quapaw Council No. 97, Royal AI' 

j cantumd' a.t hLhi~t1e Rock. In alffl enterPrises con 
nee e WIt IS county, which 0 1 ler to ( eve op and 
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advance its interests, Capt. Flynn is one of the 
foremost citizens to give his valuable aid. 

'Wy lie B. Fowler, postillaster at Brazil, Saline 
Couuty, Ark .. first saw the light of day in Ripley 
County, 1\10., February 3, 1818, being the oldest 
in a family of two children born to J eny and Eliza 
beth (Brazil) Fowler, natives of Kentucky and 
Tpnnessee, resppcti'. ply, ancl who emigrated to 
Missouri at an early clay, wherp Mr. Fowler died. 
Mrs. Fowler subsequently came to Arkansas Tel' 
ritory with her children in 11..)2G, and settled in 
what is now Saline Township, in 1'3JO moving to 
PerT} County, where she remained until her dpath 
in 1873. ~Wy1ie B. Fowler commenced farming 
for himself in 18.tG. In 18JJ he was married to 
1Ual'tha Allen, a native of :L\Iissouri, who came to 
Arkansas in 1'328. After his maniagp JUl'. Fowlpr 
settled in Holland Township,' and engaged in farm 
ing and hunting. The country at that time was 
very thinly settled, the nearest market being at 
Little Rock, which was only a small village. His 
wife died in 1816. By that union he had the fol 
lowing children: John (formerly in the United 
States service, and now decPased). Martha (de 
ceased), Elizabeth (now J\1r8. Burnett, of Holland 
Township), Lucinda (now Mrs. Dryden, also of 
Holland Township), J\1atilda (deceased), Mary 
Jane (also deceased), Jeannette (J\hs. Seymore 
Holland), J\Io:-.es (with whom his father reRides), 
Angeline (MrR. Thompson, of Holland), Tennessee 
(deceased), \Yilliam (inJ\Iississippi County), James 
(deceased), '''ylie (at home), and Amasa (de 
ceased). 1\11'. Fowler was in the Texas ,\Yar of 
1886, guarding the frontier of Arkansa'3. He has 
lived to see the complete growth of I':ialine County, 
having been a resident here for sixty-thl'ee years, 
aml has taken an individual part in its develop
ment. He is a member of the J\Iissionary Bapti:-.t 
Church. 

Reuben Garrett is the son of H. B. and E. L. 
(Smith) Garrett, and was horn in Dyer Township, 
Saline Connty, Ark., in May, 1855. being the 
eldest of a family of eight children. His father 
came to Saline County when a young man and set 
tIed in what it:> now Saline Township, where he was 
married. S. B. Gall'ett and '."ife are both Iiving, 
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and reside on a farm in Dyer Township, where 
Mr. Reulwn Garrett was reared. The latter com 
menced farming for bimsE'lf at tWE'nty one yeal's of 
age on the fal'm where he RtilllivE's, ana Rille,," tht'll 
has bought a farm of eighty seven acrE'S, fort) 
acrt;'s of which were under cultivation. III 1,s,U 
he entf'l'ed into partnership with John Curtis, ana 
f'rectetl a large cotton g'in, w hicb he has continued 
to operate siIlce that time, having also a good mill 
in cOllnection therewith. In 1873 Mr. Garrett 
married Mary GE'ubry, a daughter of William and 
Sarah (Howard) Genbry, both of whom al'e dp 
ceased. By this nnion they have one daughter, 
Ida. 1'.1r8. Garrett is a member of thE' Baptist 
Ohurch. 1\1r. Garrett haB always given 1iberally 
to enterprises tending to the good of this county. 
Hi~ career has been a successful one, and though 
passed quietly and without esppcial ostentation, 
has not been without its influence. 

H. S. Glenn, a well known merchant and 
farmer of Benton. was born ill .Franklin COl1nty, 
Ga., September :30, 1836, and is the Ron of Samnel 
and Eliza (Bennett) Glenn, natives of Georgia 
and South Oarolina. Samuel Glenn was a farmer 
and moved from Franklin Oounty, Ga., to Lumpkin 
(now Dawson) Oounty about the yt>ar 1837, wht>re 
he remained until 1832. He then came to Arkan 
sas and located on a farm in Oonway (now Faulk
ner) Oonnty, twelve mjles north of Conway. set 
tling a placf' in the woods, and making a home, 
where he is still living at the age of seventy-eight 
years. lip held the office of justice of thA peace 
both in Georgia and Arkansas, and with his wife 
and family was a membpl' of the Bapti~t Church. 
nIrs. Glenn died in 1"~)8, having borne thirteen 
children, eight of whom are living: James, Hoh
ert, S. H., Elizabeth, Lydia, Andrew, Eliza and 
Solomon Q. H. S. Glenn was reared to farm life 
and educated in .the common schoob of Georgia, 
accepting every opportunity that prpsented itself, 
for the school facilitie-; were very limited at that 
time. He was ambitious to hegin life for himself, 

and, commencing at an early ag(-' to work. engaged 
in farming for some time. In] 8~)U he was mar 
ried to 1\1iss Oynthia Allen, a daughter of \\ illiam 
Allen, one of the first settlers of Saline County. 

----------------------------------~'~i~ 
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Mrs. Glpnn only lived a few ypaTR aftp!, her mar
riage, and 1\11'. (-Henn cho~e for his second wife 
Miss "Vinnie Juliall, a native of Georgia and a 
dallghtAl' of Reziu J nlian. a farnwr who came to 
Arkn!lRa~ in 1t3;)(). rro thiR uuion foul' children 
havE' b('1on horn, all of whom are livillg: L(-'oria 

(horn Ortob(->l' G, 1867, and th€' wif€' of J. R. 
Donnell, a druggist, living at GrePllurier, Ark.), 
Samma A. (born Augnst 10, ] ~IO), J aUles H. (born 
July 2G, 187:-3), and Janna (born April 13, 1bl6). 
1\lr8. (Julian) Glenn died in Benton. Ark., October 
10, 1878. 8hp was a loving wife and mother, and 
a very great favorite among her wiele circle of 
friends. In 1880 Mr. Glenn married JHi~s Mar 
tbia Lncus, a native of Alabama, born in 184-8. 
One child is the result of this union, 1\Iary Eve 
line, born Angust 20. 1882. Mr. Glenn enli~ted 
in the Fourth Arkan,,>as Cavalry in 18tH, bnt on 
account of his wife' B sickness did not go with the 
command. Later on he en1i:-:;ted for the TranB
Mississippi army, but being wrecked on thf' vVhite 
RivE'r returneu home again. In the sallie year 
(1862) he joined Fagan's regiment at Bellefonte, 
Ark., and was in the battles of Back Bone Mountain, 
fight of Poison Springf> (Mark's 1'.1ills), where he 
was wounded by gunshot and laid off to recruit 
for one month. H8 was in a great many skir 
misheR, also with Price on his l'aid through Mis
souri. and finally was paroled at Oamdpn. Ark.. in 
June, 1865. At the clORe of the war Mr. Glenn re 
sUIlleu the occupation of farmillg in Saline Oounty 
until 1S18, whf'n he came to Benton and engaged 
in the mercantile bURiness. In 188B hEl moved 
to Faulkner County (Greenbrier), selling goods 
at that place till 18'-;(}, when he returned and con
ducteu a ge-neral mercantil{> business alone till 
October 25, 188~, then entering into partnership 
with \Y. A. Bell. The firm since that time has 
been Glenn & Bell, a concern well and favorably 
known throughout thp country. A general stock 
of mel'cbcmdise of all kind:;:; is carried, including 
hardware and farming implements of every de 
scription, and such as meets the ne-eds of the- sur 
rounding region. Mr. GleIm is a member of Ben
ton Lodge No. 34-, A. F. & A. M., also of Benton 

l
Lodge No. 1319, K. of H., and with hi':> wife and 
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family is a member of the Missionary Bapti'":it ject of this sketch, began life as a farmer on rented 
Church, in which he is deacon. In additioll to land in Central Tennessee. After ten years or farm 
his mercantile bUoinesb he ha~ two farm~. oDe of ing he joined a colony of thirty one families, en 
135 acres neal' Benton. sid)' five of which are cul- l'outf> to Dallas County, Tex. As most of the 
tivated, and another or 110 acres situateu on Hul'- colonists died thpl'P, J\1r. Glidewell only remained 
ricane Creek. Forty acreH of this farm are cnlti- until fall. TLe colony was planted by J\lercer, 
vated. and the two together will avprage with most who l"C?cpived a large tract of land from the Terri 
of the farms in the ('ounty. Mr. Glenn is ODe of tory, provideu he wOllld settle it by a cl?rtain time. 
the most prominent and influential citizens of the 1\11'. Glidl?well I'eceived 040 acres of land for hiH 
county. and is reflpected and esteemed by the portion, but the locality proved so unhealthy that 
entire community. he left. His fatLel' ill law and brother in law were 

j 

Thomas H. Glidewell, one of the olilest farmers buried there, and his wife and mothpr, fonr years 
of Saline Township, was born in NortL Carolina, later, '3E'curecl a title to the 1.280 a<>res given to 
in the year 181H. and is the son of Thomas H. and them. In 18'+1 ,Mr. Glidewell settled on Saline 
Susan (Allen) Glidewpll, natives, respectivel) l of Ri"er, within two miles of Benton, acting as oyer 
Virginia and North Carolina. and of Scotch and seer for two years for Grepn B. Hughes. In 1851 
'Velsh origin. Thomas H. Glidewell, 81'., was an he entered the land on which he now liYes, uncleI' 
overseer in North Carolina for some four years, the graduation law, for 12~ cents per acre. This 
moving from there in 1823, and settling in Lincoln farm now consists of 160 acres, with eighty acres 
County, Tenn., where he bought wild land and under cultivation. Mr. Glidewell has been married 
soon made himself a home and farm, keeping a four time';. The first wife was JUiss Leath A. 
country inn. Remaining there until 18;)7, he then Simmons, who became the motber of ten children, 
moved to Cape 'Girardeau, J\1o., near J ackwn. seven of whom survive: Drucilla (widow of James 
'While in Tennessee ThIr. Glidewell was captain in Eddleman, living in this county), James H. (in 
the State militia, and was known as Col. Glide- this township), H. E. (in Little Rock, and the 
well. After coming to J\Iissouri he engaged in present treasurer of Pulaski County, Ark.), Francis 
farlhing for two years, dying in 1801. HE' was (in Hot Springs), Louisa (wife of John Leath), and 
married about 1816 the first time, becoming by Alfred (in the f:ltate of Oregon). Mrs. Glidewell 
this marriage the father of thirteen children, five of died in 1857, a member of the Baptist Church. 
whom surviye: Thomas H. (our subject), John and lUr. Glidewell's second marriage was to Miss 
Th1ary (twins, the latter the wife of Mr. Steelman), Madha Leach (a member of the J\1ethodist Epis-
Drucilla (widow of Almer Frepman), and 'Yill copal Church) in 1858. She died in 1~/4. In 
iam J. (who lives in Florida). The mother died 1"-,7;-) he was married to J\11'8. Melissa l\1ayo, from 
about 1834. She was an honored member of the "Thom he waF: separated in 1877. His fourth mar 
Baptist Church. l\Ir. Glidewell was married the l'iage was to l\Iiss Susan Reaney, in 1'37'3. By this 
second time to Agnes Billings, who bore him these union there were nine children, seven of whom are 
children: Atlanta (wife of Isaac Ridicks, who lives living: Doctor A. (deceased), Finnis. Nellie L .. 
in Cape Girardeau County, J\10.), Terry (who lives Angie, Y,'illiam, Samuel, Addie (dpcea"ed), -Wyatt 
in Illinois), Babe (in Illinois), and Rufus (in Illi and \Vinnie (twins)_ lUr. Glidewell sen-ed a few 
nois). 1\1rs. Glidewell died in 18b-!-. f:lhe and her months in the Confedpl'ate home g'nards, and waR 
husband were both memhprs of the Baptist Ohurch. taken to Little Rock by the United State:-- troops 
John Glidewell servea in the W~u· of Inuependence and imprisoned for three weeks. At the dose of 
as a private, and Thomas H. Glidewell was a the war hp fonnd himself nearly broken up. He 
soldier in the ,\'ar of 1812, beiDg in the battles of has l)een justice of the peace for three years, and 
Norfolk and Richmond, Va. At the early age of served his township as constable for nine ~Tears. 

seventeen years, Thomas H. GlidewelL the Huh- He is a member of the Oumberland Prebbyterian t 
1~~~r------------------,-~ 
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UllUl'ch, whilE' his wifE' has linked her faith with 
the Baptists. The 1. O. O. F. also claIm him aq a 
membE'r. He votes with tLe Democratic part~T, and 
is thoroughly imbued with the spirit of improve
ment. J\1rs. Glidewell is the daughter of Timothy 
and 1\lary Heaney, who wEIre natives of Tennessee. 
Timothy Reaney came to this State in 1Cl4.8, settling 
in Hot Spring County, wherp they I'eared a family 
of ten f'hihlren, pight of whom are now living: 
Martha (wife of Thomas Richardson), Catharine 
(wife of C. Brooks), Susan (now l\Irs. Glidewell), 
Josephine (wife of M. C. McOonckE'Y), Robert, 
John Richmond, Sarah (at home), Thomas Dean 
(died when small), William and Fannie. 

S. H. Glover, a well-known miller and farmer, 
of Shaw Township, was born in Saline, Grant 
County, Ark., April 10, 1860, and is the son of 
'Villiam H. and Pauline (Harper) Glover, natives 
of Tennessee and Kentucky, respectively. The 
former was born in Hamilton County, Tenn., Oc 
tober 30, 183'3, being the son of Delane and Mel
vinia Glover, natives of South Carolina, and was 
one of twenty four children born to the same par 
ents. He ( William H. ) is still living, and is a farmer 
of Grant County, but his wife died when their son 
Glover was but three and a half years old. He 
came to AI'kansas about 1858, and has been a resi 
dent of the State ever since, having for several 
years held the office of deputy sheriff and that of 
township bailiff. He is an active Democrat, and 
a working member of the lVIethodi::,t Episcopal 
Church, in which he is steward, being also con
nected with the IHasonic order. He served a short 
time in the late war. S. H. Glovt>r was reared to 
farm life, but spent his school days at PrattsvillE', 
Grant County, where Ill' recpived a pracJical En 
glish education. 1NhE'n tWE'nty one, being ambitions 
to start out for himself, he engageu in farming for 
one year. In HlH3 be was given the charge of 
Sheridan circuit, and filled thE' position of travel 
ing preacher that year. In JR~H he again resumed 
farming, but in 1885 spent the year as traveling 
photographer. In 1 S86 "-J7 he carried on a mer 
cantile bm,iness in Prattsville; this not proving ~ 
success financially, he closed out and preparE'd to 
engage in thp lumber and saw-mill tradE'. In the 

spring of 1889 he pUl'chasE'u, ill company with 
one W. H. Allen, the saw and grist mill of G.•J. 
Brush. and conducted the same successfnlly until 
Septemher 7 following. whpn he bought ont 1\11'. 
Allen's interE'st, and now controls and owns the 
entire businps'>. The mill~ comprise a twin engine 
(fifty horse power), a Raw-mill with a capacity 
of :20, Ol °fE'et pel' day, a mo<1ern gin and preR'> 
with a capacity of E'ight hales pf'r day, and a corn 
grist, the patronage accorded him being fully de
served. HE' saws nothing but yellow pine, and is 
enjoying a flourishing trade. In addition to bis 
milling interests 1\Ir. Glover owns eighty aCl'es of 
land on which the mill is situated, besides forty 
acres of fine timber land, The farm lies in the 
central part of the manganese fields in Saline 
Connty, and it is only a question of time when its 
value will be rf'alized and ready capital he ex 
pended to bring the same to the notice of the com 
mercial world. In DecembE'r, 188:3, Mr. Glover 
was united in marriage to Miss :l\1ary Allen, a 
daughter of William Allen, one of the early set
tlers of Benton. 1\1:rs. Glover was born in Benton 
October 30, 18G2. To tbis union have been given 
three children: Alva (bol'n December 9, 188-1, and 
died July 14, 1888), ,Yilhurn (born September 28, 
18~G, and died May 12, 1bb8), and Lillian (a 
bright little infant, born in September, U588, and 
the delight of heI' palents). 1\11'. Glover and wife 
are members of the Methodist EpisC'opal Church, 
in whicb the former is licentiate minister, filliug 
the pulpit about three Sundays in each month. 
He is an earnest and eloquent speaker, and carries 
his audience with him in the clear and vivid por
trayal of hie, ideas. He honor'3 the D(>mocratic 
party with hiR votE', but is not active in politics. 
In SeptE'lllber, 1888, he was elected to the office of 
rnagiAtrate, and bas married several couples. He 
has always taken a lively interest in church and 
educational matters and givE'S his support to worthy 
enterprises. 

John M. Green, one of the prineipal farmers 
and ginners of Saline County, and the popular 
postma~ter at Hurricane postoffice, was horn in 

Hall County, Ga., in 15~7, being a son of Thomas t 
and Mary (Jackson) GrE'en, whose birth occurred 
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in South Carolina, in ] gOG and 1~O~, respectively. 
The parents were married in Hall County, Ga., 
and resided th8re until the year Ib31, then moving 
to what if:) now Grant County, Ark.. and making 
it their home until the father's death in 1~66; the 
mother died a few years later. The father was a 
snccessful farmer, and an upright, honest man. 
He was a 1iberal snpporter of all religion:" enter 
prise'>, and was much respected in the community 
whf're he resided. His father was Daniel Green, 
a soldier in the Revolutionary'Yar, who died in 
Hall County, Ga., in ]857. The latter was a 
member of the lUethodist Church, as was also his 
wire, and they were earnest Christian people. 
The maternal grandfather, Thomas Jackson, was 
also a resident of Hall County, in which place he 
died. He had been justice of the peace for a great 
number of years, and in religious raith wa"> an 
ardent Baptist. John lH., the oldest of eleyen 
children born to his parents, l'eceived a somewhat 
limited education in his youth. He was married 
in 1830 to Elizabeth, a daughter of Peterson and 
Frances, ].\farler, of Virginia. who moved from 
their native State to Jackson County, Ga., where 
they spent the remainder of their days. Ten 
children were born to the union of Mr. Green and 
wife, of whom six are yet living, and all residentf:) 
or Saline County. Arter his marriage l\Ir. Green 
resided in Hall County, Ga., until ] 1)57, then 
moving to what is now Grant County, Ark., which 
was his home until 1870 or 1871. Coming thence 
to where he now resides, h8 has become the owner 
of about 205 acres or land with some fifty acres 
under cultivation. He also has an interest in a 
steam-gin, and for a period of rourteen years was 
dealing in general merchanuise in this and Grant 
Counties. For nine years he held tlle office of 
postmaster, and while in Grant County was jus 
tice of the peace for two years, also serving (is !:mch 
a shod time when in Georgia. He was conscripted 
in the Confederate army during the war. but in 
]864 joined the Second 1\Iissonri Light Artillery, 
at Little Rock, remaining with that body until the 
close of the war. After that event he weut to St. 
Louis with his company, as they supposed to be 

~.-:ter,C;l out, but instead they were sent out \Yest, 

from J u]y to October, 1803, lwing occnpied in 
fighting the Indians. In politics 1\1r. Green is a 
coniiervative Dt'morrat, and ill secret sorietie~ is a 
member of Lodge No. 2')8. of the A. F. & A. M., 
and treasurer. He and wife belong to the 1\1eth 
oelist Church. as do their children except one son 
who attends the Baptist Church. rrhe Green fam 
ill have alwaYf:) been noteu for their strict adherence 
to temperance, their honesty and conscientiousness, 
anu are among the bflst citiz8ns of Saline County. 

C. G. Greenway. a planter or J f'fferson Town 
ship, ~alille Connty. was borll in Inclependenre 
County, Ark., in Ib03. He was the fourth in 
a family of six children born to J. B. and :Margaret 
Ann (Hair) Greenway, the former of whom was a 
native of Tenne':isee. emigrating to Arkano;as in 
18~9, where he entered land in Imlepelldence (now 
Stone) County, and where he still reside'3. He 
was justice of the peace for several years. and is 
now a member of the 1\Iasonic oruer. His wife 
died in I88n, arter which 1\Ir. Green way again 
maniec1. in 1860, in Indepeudence Connty, Eliza 
Goodwin, a native of Tennessee. By his first 
marriage he had si_x chilJren, 'V. A. (married. re 
bides ill Stone Connty), J. J. (married. lives in 
Texas), 1\Iaggie (resides at Bradford. 'Whitney 
County), Martha (now 1\1rs. Satire. li.es in Frank
lin County), U. G. (the subject of this sketch), 
and one chilcl who died in infancy. By his second 
marriage he had seyen children. six of whom sur
vive: James (married, lives in Texas), Jo:-,eph 
(lives in Stone County), Isaac Newton Stone, Kate, 
Emma. Eva and one other child (Je~eased). 

C. G. Grpenway wa'l reared Oll the home farm, 
and attendE'd the schooh, of IndepE'nclence Oounty, 
moving in 1S77 to Saline County, whE're he settled, 
first, in Dyer Township, on seyeuty five acres of 
land. After remaining there until 1887, he 
opened np a rarm in J efferson TowlJ~hip, where he 
now resiJE's. He was married in ] I..., '/0 to 1\Iartha 
Ann Gentry, a native of Saline Connt.'>'. and a 
daughter of -William 'V. and Nancy Ann 
(Williams) Gentry. 1\11'. Gentry was a natiye or 
Arkansas awl has made Saline County llis home 
since his youth. He \vas jn~tice of the peace fur 
several J earc,. His death occurred in March, 1 ~1...,5. 
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1\I1's. Gf?ntry died in 1867. ~lr. and 1\I1's. Green 
way have had six children, three of whom are 
living: "'William Freddie, Charles Oliver, and an 
infant. Th8), are members of the Missionary 
Baptist Chn1'('h. awl in politics J\fr. Greenway is a 
Democrat. The family are well esteemed throngh 
out the community for their worth ,md influencp. 

Luther A. Grimes. onD of the It'adi llg w'neral 
merchant" of Be-nton, and a promincnt citizPll of 
Saline County, was Lorn in l\lnlll') County, rrenn., 

in 11389, and i.., a Ron of J amPR l\r. and Cynthia 
(Lusk) Grjmes, natives of the same county and 
t-)tate, where thf? father residf?d all his lifp. and 
elied in 187G. The mother is still living. The 
elder Grimes was a very successful farmer during 
his life, and an influential citiz('n of J\laury Uonnty. 
Hi" father was Alex. Grimes, of North Carolina, 
who moved to Maury COULlty, Tenn., at an early 
period, and re~ic1ed there until his death. HiA fa 
ther's namE' was Hank GrimeH. who was one of the 
pioneers of North Carolina. The Grimef-l family 
are of Scotch Il'if.h origin. as were also the family 
on the mother's side. The maternal grandfather 
was a native of North Carolina, Lut one of the early 
settlers of J\laury County, where he died at the ad 
vanced agE' of ninety five years, and was at that 
timE' a survivor of one of the early wars. Luther 
A. was the third child of four sons and Reven 
daughters born to his parents, and received a good 
English educati~n at Hampf-lhire Arademy near his 
birthplacf? On the outbrpak of the Civil ,rar he 
Plllisted in Company A, First Tennesspe J\Iollnted 
Infantry, with the rank of sel'gpant, and took part 
in the hattIE'S of t-)hiloh. l\InrfreesbOl'o, Franklin, 
Spring HilL Ohickamauga, Atlanta, and a number 
of sharp skil'mi"ihes. Hp was at onp timE' sevel'pl} 
woundE'd, but happily recoverpu, and agaill en 
gag-ed in Rome hard fighting befon> the rlose of the 
war. He was marrieu, in 1soe, to Miss Sarah 
J\loore, who died in Texas in 1en'">. Two children 
were horn to this marriage, of whom onp j'-, ~till 

living'. His sE'cond marriage occnrrefl, in 1~I., 1, to 
lUi..,s lUargaret Lett, by whom he has had tb ree 
children, all of them having heen educate-c1 in 
the hest schools in Central Arkansas. 1\11'. Grimes' 
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camE' to Benton ana, in pal'trlPl'ship with a 1\11'. 
L8tt, establi~hed the firm of Lptt & Grimes. The 
finl} remained under this heading until 1\11'. Lett's 
death in 18bS, and since then Mr. Grimes has car
ried it..on alone. Hp (If,'als in general merchalldisp 
and ke01's a stock of goods valued at $1,200, and 
hns lmilt up a fine patronage hy his legitimatf' 
rnetho(l:-; of doing business. In politics he if'! a 
Democrat, and ~ stanch Rnpporter of that party, 
and in religiouR belief he and wife- al'P members of 
till" Baptist Chnrch, and take a Jeep intf'rest in aid 
ing all religions and eJucational enterprisE'S. 1\Ir. 
Grimes' prel:lent pl'osp<"rity bas been achieved by 
his own individual effort and untiring f'nf'rgy. In 
bm,iness circles his word il:> his bond, and he is one 
of the most popular citizens in Saline County. 

Dr. J. 'Y. Hall, a leading citizen of Halin<" 
Connty, and a mall who has few superiors in the 
medical profpssion, was born in Shelby County, 
K)'., on February 9, 1827, and is a Eon of 'ri11
iam B. and :l\Iargaret (Stevens) Hall. born in Han
over Oounty, Va.. on February 11, 1784. and Sep
temher 9, 1791), respectively. The parents were 
married in Hardin Oounty, Ky., in the yeal' 181U, 
but shortly afterward moved to Shelby COllllty, 
where the former died in December, 1837, and the 
latter in Owen County, Ind.. in October, 18··H>. 
Both had been members of the Missionar) Baptist 
Ohurch for a great number of years, and the father 
was a prominent member of the A. F. & A. M. His 
occnpation was that of shoemaker. He was a son 
of Vincent Hall, who came from Scotland at an 
e-arly day and settled in Virginia. The latter wa" a 
soldier in the Revolutionary ,Yar, who died at thf? 
great age of one hundred and six years, The mater 
nal grandfather, J osepb Stevens. was also a native 
of Scotland, who came to this countl'Y and settled 
in the same county in Virginia, serving in the Revo
lntionary \\Tar. He afterward moved to Kentncky. 
where be resided until his death, being at that 
time over one hnndred years old. Jacob W. was 
the fourth of seven chil(lren born to his parents, 
and waR l'eared on his father's plantation. He 
only rpceived about fonr months' schooling and 
that when very young, and began in life for him 

occupation was farming np to 1'-l"l(), when he self when fonrteen years of age as a farm hand at t
I__------------------------------~,~:~ 
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$7 per month. At the end of three months he went 
to Indiana and found employment with the relf' 
brated Dr. 'V. Moblf>Y, ulluer whom he stuuipu for 
three years, in the meantime supporting' himself 
by cutting cord woou and splitting rails. About 
this time the Th1exican ,Yar bruke out, and he en
listed in Company I, of the First Kentucky Cavalry. 
and went to Mexico, taking part in most all of the 
principal battles uncleI' Gens. Scott and Taylor. 
He was promoted to the rank of lieutenant for bis 

bravery shortly Rfter reaching Mexico, and later 
on was again promoted to the captaincy or his 
company, but never received Lis commission. In 
the fall of 1848 he left his command at Browns 
ville, Tex., and traveled all the way back home to 
Indiana on horseback, his experiences on that oc 
casion while journeying through the wilds or Texas, 
and the thrilling incidents that befell him making 
a stl'ong argument that" Truth is stranger than fic
tion. " On bis return home hf' immediately resumed 
the study of medicine, and in 184:9 30 attended 
the Ohio 1\ledical College at Cincinnati. TIll" fol
lowing year he went to Missouri and practiced 
until 1853, when he moved to Iowa. In 185.! 53 
he attended the Sandford Medical College at Keo
kuk, Iowa, and graduated the latter year. He 
then practiced in that State for Dine years, in the 
meantime uniting with thfl Methodist Church, and 
in 1858 was licensed to preach. In 1803 hI? waR 
ordained by that body, and continued to preach 
the gospel in Iowa for some time, afterward being 
made a doctor of divinity by the Iowa University. 
He then resumed his practice of medicine and COll 
tinued in Iowa until 1870, when he came to AI' 
kansas and settled in Grant Connty, coming to 
Benton fonr years later, wllPl'e he has rebiue<.1 ever 
since. In 11)80 the Doctor was elected pre"ident 
of the Arkansas Methouist conference for three 
years, and at the end of tbat time re elected to the 
same office. He was alwaYR a great student. In 
1852 he represented Adair Couuty, 1\10., in the 
legislature of that State, and has served two years 
as notary puLlic in Grant County, Ark. Hi", first 
marriage occurred in Kpntucky, in 1S.J.5, to 1\1is., 
1\Iaria Haskett, of Indiana, who died in 1816 leav

riage occul'l'f?d in 18fiO to Sarah, (laughter of Dan 
iel H. and Nancy Baty, of Kelltucky. This wife 
was a native of Kentucky, anel hy bel' union witL 
Dr. Hall became the mother of six children, of 
whom one son aIHl OllE> claughter are yet living: 
Dr. Daniel 'Y. (a well known physician of Hot 
f:lpring County) and Iaa B. (wife of Mr. Georg'e 
A. Zinn). In politics the Doctor has been a Htanch 
Democnit all his life, but cast his first presidential 
vote for 'raylor in ] CS-t.8, and wa;;., a pre~idential 

el€'ctor on the Douglas ticket ill Iowa in ] <)00. 
Dr. Hall has bef'n a melllOf'f of the A. ji". & A. 1\1. 
Rince 18-t.U, aud at present belollgs to Bryant 
Lodge No. .t.t2, wLicll he organized and served a') 
first mastel', also serving in the same capacity in 
different lodges fol' twenty years. He also is a 
member of Royal A.rch Chapter, at Knoxyille, Iowa. 
and the Encampment rrom Bloomfield, Iowa, join 
ing the Commalldery at Keokuk, Iowa, in 180;). 
At the present time he is a member of Hugh De 
Payne's Commandel'Y at Little Rock and abo be 
longs to Benton Lodge No. \1, 1. O. O. F. Dur
ing the ,yal' he was United States examining sur
geon in Davis County, Iowa, for three years. His 
public liCe and great skill as a physician have COlll
bined to make hiR name one of thp most noted in 
Central Arkansas. 

'Y. H. Harlow. a planter, merchant and miller 
of Brazil, Saline County, was hO,rn in Greenup 
County, Ky., in ]834, heing the third in a family 
of eight children horn to Nicholas and Nancy 
(Ki(hl) Harlow. Nicholafi Harlow was also a Ken 
tuckiau by birth. aud in 1'330 moved to Chariton 
COUllty, Thlo., where he made his home until his 
death while en route to California in 1 '151. He 
was a fanner and blacksmith by occupatioll, His 
wife 8urvi ved him until 1~72. W. H. Harlow was 
raiseu in Chariton County, 1\10., and in 1bOU went 
to Lamar Couuty, Tex., where he wa::; engaged in 
freighting aml railroading for some years. III 
1b76 he moved to Hot Spring:..., heiug 8111ployeJ as 
traveling salesman for a firlll ill tuat place alld 
Little Rock until ] ~~~, when he was married to 
Elizabeth Chastain, widow of ,Yilliam F. Chas 

tain. His wife waH a native of South Carolina. 
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(\Y)lie) \Yhite. Her father was a mill wriO"ht b , 

and came to Arkansas from South Carolina in De
cember, 1~J6, settling in Marble Township. 1\11'. 
\Yhite was onE' of the pioneers of Saline' Connty, 
whE're he entered land and erected a mill, one of 
the first in that section of the county. HE' made 
that his hom~ until his dE'ath, which occnrn,a in 

July, lS5-t.. ]\1:r8. \VhitE' survivE'd until f-;\-'pb.:'lll 

1>81" 1880, during which timEl Khe lived with her 
childrE'n. Elizabeth WhitE' was sixteen yeaI's of 
age when she moved to Saline County with her 
parents. She was marripd in February, 1FlG1. to 
Hobison Prille, a native of Virginia. who went 
to Tennessee. and afterward moved to SalinA 
County in IS;38. :Mr. Prille diE'd in Septemlwr, 
1803. 1\Irs. Prille then marrie<1 \Yilliam F. Chas 
tain, in 1SOu, who died on July 31, 1877, and in 
1882 she married Mr. Harlow (the suhject of this 
article), her tbird hUfibanc1. 1\11'. Harlow moved 
on his farm, in 1Q84, containing 120 acres. He 
also owns a farm of 320 acres. of which there are 
seventy acres under cultivation. The same year 
he opened up a store of general merchandise, 
which has gained a good patronage. He is a mem 
ber of the Agricultural \\'heel, but doE'S not take 
an active part in politics, lending his influence to 
the Union Labor party. Mrs. Harlow is a be 
liever in Christian Science. They haye no chi1
ch'en of their own. hut have aclopten a child, l\Iary 
A. I. Lindley. 1\lrs. Harlow has spen the com 
plete growth of Little Rock and Hot Springs, 
there being only one store in the latter place whe-n 
she went there, and she ha~ also liveu to sep all of 
the early piuneers of Little Rock pass away but 
one. Her Gram1father vVhite was the first man to 
take cotton to Charleston, S. C. 1\11". Harlow has 
witne~secl great improvement,.; in Saliut' Connty, to 
which he has lent his aid. His father was of 
Scotch <1escent, while his mother was of 1ri8h 

ongm. 
E. L. Harris, one of the mnst prominent farm 

ers of Union Township. first "law the light of day 
ill Dallae..; County, AI"k, in the year 1R46, as the 
son of A. R. aml Lovey (Scott) Harris, natives of 
Alahama. The former came to this State in 18:3(), 
and settled in Saline Connty. After SOInt' ten or 

r 

twelve y!:'ar'3 of prosperous life here he moved to 
Dallas County, where he resiueu until lho1, then 
returning to his former home. He was married 
abo Llt l!-5--!-H ill this county, and is the father of 
pight children, five of whom are living: E. L. 
(the snbject of this skt"tch), W. L., M. A. and 
Mary Y. (the wift" of "7. P. Hunter, of Franklin). 
Mr. Hanis enlisted in the \\'ar of the Rebollion 
with the Confederates. serving for about eightepll 
months nnder General Shelby. \Vhen peacp again 
reigned he returned to this county and resumed 
farming. Previous to the war he wa., well off in 
this world's good." owning some foul' slaves and 
an excellent farm, but when the war clospu hE' 
found himself worth comparativ0ly nothing. By 
diligence and frugality, however, he has again 
gained a foothold on pro::,perity, and is now doillg 
very w('IL l\Ir. Hanis was a pioneer settler of the 
county, and one of the men who surveyed the State 
line between Arkansas and Texas, and also assisted 
in surveying the swamp land on the Mississippi 
River. Ht'. in his sixty third year, and 1\1rs. Hat' 
ris, in her sixtieth year, are both enjoying the 
best of health. They are members of the CumLer
land Presbyterian Church. PoliticaIl:T Mr. Harris 
i'l strongly Democratic, taking quite an interest in 
politics, not with a view of personal gain, but for 
the love he has for his party. E. L. Harris be 
gan life for himself at the age of seventeen years 
by joining the Confederate army. He enlisted in 
Company F, Texas Battalion, commanded by Col. 
Morgan, during the war, and was in the battles of 
Pleasant Hill and Mansfield, La., besides numer 
ons minor engagements. He surrendered at Cal 
vert, Tex. , and returned home-. After pursuing 
his studies for two years he served as deputy 
sheriff at Benton for some time. 1\1r. Harris was 
maniell, in 1S()8. to Mrs. D. A. Pelton. nep l\fcCray, 
She was the mother of two children by her first 
hn~band, one, J. F. Pelton, now living. Mr. and 
1\lrs. HaITis are the parents of four children, two 
of whom ~urvive: W. D. (farmer) and Stella A. 
(at borne). ]\1r. Harris bought the place on which 
he now resides many yearE> ago. It consists of 110 
acres with fifty or sixty improved, to which he has 
sinep added forty acres, making one of the best 
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farms in this section of the country. Mr. Harris 8heriff. III religious faith he i8 a member of the 

nevel' bought a horse, though he i", qnite a stock Cumberland Presbyterian Church, and a liberal 
raiser. His faiher gave him his .first animal and contributor to all charitable pnterprises, besiues 
ever since he has raised his own f3tock. He alld being aIle of the foremost citizens in Saline County 
his wife and son are mAmbers of the lUethodist to develop and improve the moral, educational amI 
Episcopal Church. Politically Democratic, Mr. social welfare of that connty. 
Harris is a man who favors all laudable public en Isaac Harrison, a prominent farmer of Kentucky 
terprises and assists in any scheme which tends 'rownship, was born in Cocke Connty, Tenn., De
to improve the conuition of his neighbors or his cember 18, 1'-)29, and is the third in a family of 
county. ten children born to Abner and Mary (Jester) Har-

Milton A. Harris, a well known citizen, and 1'1so11. Of this number only three are DOW living: 
one of the leading farmers of Saline Oounty, re 'Yilljam (a wealthy fanner of Saline Township and 
siding in Bryant Township, was born in Dallas an ex :Mexican soldier), Rachel (the wife of Joseph 
Oounty, ill 1852, and is a son of Aduison R. and J ones. a farmer of Travis County, Tex.) and Isaac 
Lavey (Scott) Harris, born in Alabama, in 182:2. (the snbject of this memoir). Abner Harrison was 
and 1824, respectively. The father came to Ar a native of Tennessee and was of old English 
kansas about the year 1843, with his parents, and stock His wife was also a Tpunesseean, and of 
settled in Dallas County, where they resided until excellent family. The formel" was a farmer, and 
the year 1861, and then moved to Saline County, when he came to Arkansas located in what is now 
where they still live. 'fhe elder HarriR was a Marble Township. He cleared a small farm of 
prosperous fanner during his life, and during the Government land, and subsequently bought 1'7~\6o~(J 
war a gallant soldier for the t)outhern cause. In acres, eighty of which he cleared and improved. 
religious faith he had been a member of the Cum The remainder of his life was spent on this farm, 
berland Presbytprian Church for a great lllany where he nnally died in 1R35. His estimahle wife 
years. His father, Claiborne Harris, a descpnd was calleu to her last home ten years before him. 
ant of Scotch Irish parents, waf-> killed in Alabama Mr. Harrison was a determined man who allowed 
when Addison was a chjld. The mother of Milton no anI" to turn him from his idea of right or 
A. was a daughter of William Scott, whose sketch wrong, amI was bitterly opposed to the war be 
appears in another portion of this volullle. Milton tween the States. He belonged to the "Tooka 
A. Harris was the fifth of eight children born to hoe" family of Harrisons, auu was a rigid olel 
hiB parents, and has resided in Saline County since school Baptist, Isaac Harrison was reared on the 
his eighth year, being educated in the pnblic farm, anu the days that he should have spent in 
schools of that place. In 1875 he was married, the school room were passed in helping his father 
his wife bearing fOUl' children, only one of whom to break the forest soil of ::Saline County. He was 
is yet living. Mrs. Harris' father died when she a bright, intelligent boy, and his interest and 
was very young, and her mother contractpd a sec· determination to study was awakelled by reading 
and marriage, her next husband being a Mr. Sted the ., Life of Davia. Cl'ockE'tt," and later on the 
man ,Johnson, and now resides in Bryant Town .. Life or History of the Jews," At the age of 
shi}). Mr. Harris settleu on his present farm ill eighteen, making up his IlJind to "paddle his own 
1879, and now owns two tracts of 1J 7 and 160 canoe, " he engaged as a farm hand, and also 
acres each, and one tract of 150 acres nnclel' cnlti worked in the State (luany. In the spring of 
vation. His prosperity i':l the .result of his OWll 1HJ~ he joiued a large body of emigrants at Fort 
individual effort and good management, and he is Smith, and with them started across the plains for 
one of the most influential farmers in that section. the ., gold country." There were ;j~)O in the party. 
In politics he is a stanch Democrat, and for eight ana. fifty soldiers uuclel' the leadership of Capt. 
years was bailiff, and part or the time deputy Lacy, United t;tates topographical engineer of
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Fort Smith. They remained together until the 
W("btern horuer of Iudian Territory was reaC'hod, 
where seventy one men, i'nclnding Mr. Harrison, 
left the main party and started on more rapi{lly 
for California. October 2\ 18-!:U, an iving at San 
Francisco, thE' members separated, eaell having 
his own plans and thinking hiR idea of gotting rich 
the surest and quickest. 1\11'. Harrison first worked 
for awhile in the city of the " Golden Gate," be 
ing employed as well digger for $() per day. He 
then worked in the timber of the Red ,roods, and 
from there went to the Calovarus gold diggings. 
AHer a short shy he emigrated to thp South Yuba 
River, where he sold goods during the Bummer of 
1850. and learnecl to write from an old copy book 
which some one had thrown away. During the 
last days of 1550 he worked in the Volcano dig 
glngs, forty miles east of Sacramento, and at that 
place engaged in the grocery business, meeting 
with very good success. Just as the outlook ap 
peared so brilliant and the future promising a con 
tinuance of his prosperity. he was suddt'nly taken 
ilL so he gay€> up all thoughts of business and de
cided to take an ocean voyage. After an extemIed 
trip Mr. Harrison returneu to his adopted soil, 
Arkansas, arriving at his father' B honse in the pos
session of $~, UOO. For one year after his return, 
he engaged in the mercantile business in Hot 
Springs, anu all June l7, ]S;)2, was united in 
marriage to Miss Mary J. Lindsay. Miss Lind 
say was a native of Arkansas, and the daughter of 
John Y. Lindsay, who came to Saline County, 
Ark. (then the tE'rritory of Missouri), in ] g~3, and 
was one of the fathers of twelve familieR who cut 
the roml to Cullegeville in 1~23, to thii:! RettlE'ment. 
:\Ir. Lindsay was among the early Bapti~t minis 
ters in the couuty, and was a life member of tIl<' 
Kentucky Chnrcll, which was organized in 1882, 
lwing the sPC'ono. church of the Baptist denomina 
tion establishpd in the county. He clpare<l and 
improved the farm, where anI' subjPf't now reside~. 
After hi-:; marriage. l\Ir. Harrison came to Saline 
County, ana l'l:'sumec1 his occupation of farming, 
hut in 1~33 moved to Hot Spring (now Garland) 
County, where he bought and improved a farm, 
living there nntil 1861. He then enlisted in a com 
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pany under Capt. Gregory, and a company from 
Union, Ark., one f1'(lm Saline and Jefferson Coun
ties, and one from Baltimore, Md., were organ 
ized into the f-jecond ArlmuRRR Battalion, at Evans 
port, under Maj. Bronaugh. Soon after joining, Mr, 
Hanisoll was mad8 seconu lieutenant, and in May 
wa" promote(1 to the office of captain, holding that 
position after the Seven Days' fight around Rich 
mond. Robert Bronaugh was in the first Oonfeder
ate troops to cross the Chickahominy, and attack the 
Federals at l\1E'chanicsville, where Capt. Hanison 
lost one q narter of his men. In September, 1802, 
Capt. Harrison was discharged and caUle home, 
where he immediately set about to raise a cavalry 
company, in Saline and Hot Spring Counties. In 
January, I SR3, he joined in the organization of a 
regiment at Camden, Ark., and was made captain 
of the regiment, assisting Capt. Trig in command 
ing a battery. This position he held with honor, 
until be surrendered bis company in Benton, June, 
1865. Mr. Harrison was in the four months' 
blockade on the Potomac River, in the winter of 
1861; in the division that covered Johnston's re 
treat from Yorktown; in the engagements at "~ill 
iamsbnrg, West Point and Seven Pines. Snbse 
qnently he was in the Seven Days' fight. Capt. 
Harrison organized his cavalry company within 
the lines of the Federal army, had his shoe and 
blacksmith shop in the woods, and was obliged to 
move Lis camp every few days to cover signs. 
After the organization of Crawford's ypgiment, he 
led the attack in the battle of Poison Springs, 
later at l\Iarks' Mill, and then at Jenkins' Ferry. 
He was with Price on his raid through Missouri, 
and lell the attack at Pilot Knob, He participated 
in the baUle at Boonville and Jefferson City. also 
with Price, in his last engagement at Newtonia, 
Mo. After leaving the main army, in the Indian 
Territory~ Capt. Harrison surrendered to Maj. 
'White, of the Thin.1 Mis:-!onri Cavalry, and arrived 
in :-:lalino County, in June, ISo;). After such a 
brilliant war career it might not seem that the 
Captain would be content to go back to the hum
drum of farming, but the day following his return 
home found him quietly working in the harvest 
fie ld, as though he had never been one of the most 
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daring and courageous participants in the war. Henderson came to this State in 1&:34" and settled 
Since then farming has been his principal occnpa- in this county, being Lhe first Baptist minister to 
tion~ but he has served as a member of the ll-lgisla finel a homo in Balille County. LBee history of the 
ture from Saline County in 18G7 cm. He is a Baptist Church. 1 The reverelld gentleman was a 
member of Ionic Lodge No. 4,77, A. F. &, A. M., Achool teacher ill hil-> early life, and in 1836 was 
and was initiated in the Masonic or<1er at Benton ordained and continued in the ministry until his 
in 1852. In 1853 he joined the Hot Springs death, which occurred in lR42. He preached in 
Masonic lodge (No. 8-1-), and in 183-1- was elected tlli", county and Claiborne Parish. La., spending his 
worshipful master, serving one year. In HW6 last days in Perry County, this State. His mar
he served as worshipful master, and in 1807, riage occurrE'd in 1800, he becoming the fathE'r of 
1888 and 1860 again filled that office, four years in eleven children, all of whom lived to ue grown: 
succeSSIOn. 1\I1's. Harrison died SeptE'mber ~2, ~Iillerva (deceased, wife of .M. Lyon, whose family 
1&77, leaving thrE'e children to mourn her loss: reside in Faulkner and Colorado Countie:-,), ~alllUel 
Philadelphia (Shelleto, born January 22, 15(7), (deceased), Abner (deceased), Eliza (deceased, wife 
Sarah (Jones, born July 13, 185\), and Hannah of Sam ,Villiamsi family re~ide in Faulkner 
I. She was a devout member of the Baptist County). J. P. (resides in Texa'3), Alford (deceased; 
Church, and was a bright, lovely woman, com family reside in Garland County), Robert H. (de 
manding the respect and esteem of all who knew ceased), Martha (deceased, wife of W. Hutchison), 
her. 1\-1r. Harrison's second and present wife was J. C. (our subject), and M. J. (deceased, his 
Miss Ellen Darity, a native of 'Vest Virginia. To family refliding at Benton.) Mrs. Henderson died 
this union one child has been given, Carrie B., born in 1~3U, having been a member of the church fo1' 
February 2, 1889. After his return from Hot eighteen years. Her husbanel at his death had 
Spring Connty, Mr. HarriDon bought his father's been a church member for thirty years, and was 
old farm on the }1iddle Fork of the Saline niver, politically a Jacksonian Democrat. John C. Hen 
eighty acres of which he still owns, and in Decem- derson neve1' attended school, rerei\ ing his etlaca
ber, It569, pnrchased the place where he now lives. tion at the old home by the light of a pille knot. 
Hip landed interef:>ts include over 889 acres ill the At the age of twenty one, he began farming on his 
county, and something over 200 aCrf'lS undeI' culti- own tract of forty acres, situated within one half 
vation. It would be a difficult matter to find a mile of where he now lives. Prospering as pluck 
more enterprising farmer and citizen than Mr. deserveo., he now owns 460 acrE'S, having given 230 
Harrison, always reatly to contribute to all schools acres to his sons. In 1801 he joined the Confederate 
and churches, and, in fact, one of that class of army a'3 captain of Company D, Boland's regiment 
men whose opinion is always acceptecl, and whose of cavalry. Later hp was elected lieutenant colonel 
influence is always felt. In the} ear 188S he was of the Third Arkansas Cavalry, participating in the 
elected moderator of the Saline Baptist associa battle of Corinth, Miss., awl numerous other ell 
tion, the oldest Baptist association south of the gagE'nwntfl. Resigning in 18113, he carne home in 
Arkansas River, and he wants no greater inscrip the faU, and organized a compauy, of which he was 
tion on the slab that marks his last resting place chosE'n captain. He was promoted to major of 
on this earth than that he waR once moderator of sharpshooters, ano. was with Gen. Price on his fa
this as'3ociation. mons ntid. being at Poison Springs, Ironton, T'nion 

j 

J obn C. Henderson, a farmer, and one of the City, Osagp River and "\Vestport. "\Vhile charg 
oldest living Baptist ministers of Baline Oounty, ing a body of sharpshooters, near Kallsas City, he 
Ark., was born in Lauderdale County, Ala., in was badly wounded in the thigh, by a minie ball. 
1823, and is tbe son of Rev. Samuel Henderson, a He came in Ibn;) and resumed the peaceful pur 
native of South Carolina, and Barah J. (Bush) suits of fanning, which he follows to day. On the 
~enderson, originally from Tennessee. Samuel secono. Sabbath in April, 1868, he was callpd to t 
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be pastor of the Union Church, ana regularly or 
dained in October of that year, having now :->erved 
in that capacity for tWE'nty one yean;. HEi now 
actR as pastor of the PlE'asant Grove Church, 
Pnla..,ki Connty, North Fork and Union Church of' 
tbi::; county. He waH JllcLrripd ill 1S4() to MiAS 
Elizabeth UhEinnault, of this county, and by her i~ 
tbe father of eight chiluren, five llOW living: J. P. 
(an attorney, marrieu, lives at Hot Springs), J. H. 
(married, at hOllie with his father), O. B. (marrieu, 
ordained a minister of the BaptiHt Church, 8ep 
temher 13, 1S89), Leon (decea~eu), 1\1. J. (book 
keeper for Townsend & Co., Hot Springs), :Mary 
L. (wife of L. E. l\IcMillon, lives in Benton), and 
8. M. (deceased. ) Mr. Henderson has been a 
member of the church for thirty five years, and his 
wife for twpnty five years. He also belongs to 
Saline Lodge of the 1. O. O. F., located at Benton; 
Ionic Lodge No. 3'1, and A. F. & A. ~1.; Union 
Chapter No.2, and Little Rock Council, at Hot 
Springs, being one of the charter memhers of the 
la.,t named lodge. He was master of Hot Springs 
Lodge for a number of Y8ars, and is at present 
chaplain of Ionic Lodge. J\Ie. Henderson has seen 
tbe wildernpss of the county converteJ into happy 
home..;, and has witnessed the transformation of 
dense forests into prouuctive farms, assisting not 
a little himself in the general advancement. He 
is a Democrat. Aftel' the close of the war, in Ib67, 
l\1r. Hendersou returned to his homestead, pur
chasing 340 acres of land, awl with his noble boys 
began life almost anew, having been by the ravages 
of war reduced to total poverty, but with the as 
~istance of Hon. J. G. Fletcher, of Little Rock, 
and. well directed blows of industry by himself 
and sons. he s(Jon climbt'u to a state of ease and 
plenty. In 1S/:~ he bnilt a farm bouse, costing 
nearly $1, ..WO, also purcha~ec1 a residence ill Benton, 
costing $1,000, which he gave to his only living 
daughter. He ha::-; ever been a faithful minislPr, 
npvel' missing hi9 appointments on account of 
secular business, though some of his churches are 
more than twenty miles from hi8 home. He is 
moderator of Saline association of Baptists, con 
sisting of the connties of Saline, Hot ~pring, Gar
land, :l\Iontgomery, and churches of other connties. 

Mr. Hicks lives on 8ection 8, Township 3, 
Bange 1~ west, and is wpll known to the residents 
of the county, having lived in this and adjacent 
localities since his [o,ixth year. He is a native of 
TenneRspe, and waR born in Hickman County, Oc 
tober OJ 1b:3\ being the f-iixth in a family of twelve 
children born to Gilbert and Elizabeth (Allen) 
Hicks, natives of North Carolina and Virginia. 
Gilbprt Hicks went to Tennessee with bis parents 
when a child., and grew to manhood, and afterward 
married there. He was a farmer and wagon maker, 
and in November, 184:4:, moved to Saline Connty, 
Ark., purchasing land in what is now Grant Coun
ty. At the time of his death, which occurred in 
October, 1881, he was the owner of 1,000 acres, 
and during his lifetime cleared over ,-WO acres. In 
politics he if! a Democrat, but not an enthusiast on 
the subject. The later years of his life were spent 
in raising and trading RtOCk, in which be was very 
successful. He was regarded as a leading, infiu 
ential citizen, and his death was mourned by the 
entire community. Mrs. Hicks was a niece of 
Ethan Allen, of Revolutionary fame. She was a 
true and loving wife for fifty-two years, only sur 
viving her husban<l a few months. ~Tames M. Hicks 
received his eJucation in the common schools of 
Arkansas, and when nineteen years of age spent 
five months in the Hill Creek Academy, in Conway 
County, Ark., but, owing to sickness, was obliged 
to <lisC'ontinne his educational pursuits and re
turned to farm life. It had been his intention to 
adopt teaching as a profession, but in this he was 
disappointpd, although he did teach several terms. 
No doubt the world was deprived of a brilliant
scholar when he gave up such an idea of teaching, 
for his fitnesH was destined to make him a "shin
ing light" in educational matters. In September, 
18()O, Mr. Hicks was married to J\Iiss Martha 
H. Burnett, a native of East Tennessee, and a 
daughter of Jeremiah and Sarah (York) Burnett, 
natives of Virginia and Tennessee, respectively. 
Mr. Burnett came to Arkansas in 1857, and was 
one of the f,uccessfnl farmers of the State. At 
the age of eighteen he enlisted in the War of 
1812. and was in the battle of New Orleans. Mrs. 
Burnett still survives him, at the age of eighty
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four. After his marriage ~Ir. Hicks bought land 
and settled in Saline County, but ill 1SG8 sold this 
farm and came to Shaw rrown-;hip, purchasing 1GO 
acres, sixty of which he haR sincE' cleared. The 
improvements made are too llUlllE'rOll"l to mention, 
but among them he has built good barns, etc. He 
now owns eighty acrps in Shaw Township, 130 
cultivated, and 200 in Grant County. JUl'. Hicks 
l'aises his own stock, snch as hOl'ses, cattle and 
hogR, the principal crops grown heing corn and 
cotton, anu he wa9 for sixteen years the principal 
potato grower of Saline County. He takes the lead 
in fruit rai-;ing, having 110 varieties, including 
fifteen kinds or grapes and thirty nine kinds or 
apples, with about the same of peaches, and nine 
varieties of plums. All the (lifferent kinds of ber
ries that thrive ill Arkansas are seen on his farm, 
and it is really a pleasurp to obsprve such an excel
lent and highly cultivated farm as he owns. It 
would be a difficult matter to find its equal, and 
certainly not po~sible to oLtaiu its superior. For 
Heveral years 1\11'. Hicks ha-; Leell the leading man 
in 8xperirnental fruit.raising and vegetable trial 
crops. In 1g7-4: hp began by budding peaches, and 
proved tbe same to be a success. His metbod of set 
ting the trees is vel';) peculiar, as he digs a pit 3~x--! 
feet and tv. eIlty fhe inches in depth, then fills the 
first fourteen inchet! with alternate layers of coarse 
manure and earth, the last twelve inches being of 
solid earth well packed. In politics he is a Dem
ocrat, though conservative and independent. . Hi:' 
has never been an office seeker. but has been elected 
to a county officE', and once to town~hir office, in 
both caRes, however, declining to serve. For a 
number or years he has been rlirectol' of the school 
district. He served three years in the Confederate 
service Unapl' Col. JoLnson, in the Hixth Arkansas 
Infantry, but was never in any active engagement. 
He was in the hospital service, and filled the (lif 
ferent positions of nursE', wanlmaster, clerk ana 
bteward. Being a cripple he was exempt from field 
duty, and in onler to serve the causp he belieyed 
to be right, applied to the hospital department and 
served there as stated above. Mr. aua ~Ir8. 

Hicks are the parents or the following family:

j .Marian W J G Robert L Emily Let"' Jere 

miab T., Ida Florence, Monroe H., Obed B., Eli 

jab F., J ame~ A. Garfield and BRnjamin F. Him

Relf amI family are members of the l\Ietbodist 

Episcopal Cburcb, anJ for tbirteel'l years be bas 

been superintendent of the Sunday school. 


A. B. Hollaud, of Brazil, Ark., owns a fine 

farm in Section 86. He was born in Holland 

Towm;hip, of this county, in 1858, being tbe fourth 

in a family of six children, in tbe family of Will 

iam T. and Catherine (Crow) Holland. Tbe father 

was a well-to do Tennessee farmer, who moved to 

Salinp County in 1832, and settled in Union (now 

Holland) TownAhip, whicb was named in his bonor. 

He entered eighty acres of land, and later took 

another eighty acre::. under the Homestead Act. 

which he improved, and made his home until bis 

death, excepting one year spent in Hot Spring 

County. In 18(51 he enlisted in the Confederate 

army, and served for three yeal''3. being under Gen. 

Price on his raid through Mis~ouri. At the close 

of the war be returned to his farm in Saline Ooun 

ty) remaining until bis death, in 188;). His excel

lent wife still survives bim. They were the par 

ents of the following children: John (married, and 

resides in this township), Robert N. (married. in 

Texas), Benjamin (who died in 1874), A. B. (tb8 

subject of our sketch), Sarah Louisa (now ~Irs. 


Foster, of Holland Township), and :Mary Elizabeth 

(widow of James Thompson, living with her broth

er, A. B.). A. B. Holland was reared to farm life. 

ana educated in the district schools of Holland 

Townsbip, commencing farming for himself at the 

age of seventeen years. He was married in HoI 

land Township, in ] 87~, to 1\1iss :lUargaret Green, 

a native of Saline Connty, Jaughtel' of Harvey and 

Jane (White) Green. 1\11'. and 1\Irs. Green came 

to SalinE' County from South Carolina at an early 


I 	 day, where the former aied during thp war, and 
his wife in.1 I.,g3. After his marriage 1\11'. Holland 
settled on a farm in Holland Township. following 
which he moveil on the old homestead; this he now 
owns, and has also enlarged. He bas a farm of 
2..W acres, with about 100 acres under cultivation, 
it baving been mostly cleared by himself. He ba~ 
always been a strong Democrat. and for adhE'rE'nee 
to party principles has received tbe reward of t 
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being made constable of the township, which office 
he has held for six years. .Mr. Holland it-! a melll
bel' of the school board, also of Paran Loclgp No. 
309, A. F. & A. M., and in this society has held 
the position of J. ,Yo Mrs. Holland is H member 
of the Baptist Church. The father of Mr. Hul
land served in the Mexican War untler Capt. 
",Yaterhonse. He (A. B.) has seen a gn'at illl 
provement in the county sincl> his boyhood days 
and can review with just pride the influential share 
which he has had in its development. 

G. R. Hunnicutt. prominent among the farm
ers and stock raisers of Kentucky Township, Saline 
County, was born in Dyer Township, this county, 
in 1843, as the son of ",Villiam and Martha (\Yar 
ford) Hunnicutt, natives, respectively, of South 
Carolina and Tennessee. ",Yilliam Hunnicutt was 
reared as a farmer's lad, and educated in the 
country schools of South Carolina. After his first 
marriage he moved to Alabama, where he remained 
but a few years. In 1837 he came to this State, 
settling ill this county, and bought land. During 
the Mexican \Yar he was emplo) eel by the Govern 
ment as teamster, but wht'n the war closed he re
turned home and re~mmed fm'ming, taking also 
quite an active pad in the politics of his day, for 
he was a man of superior education for this coun
iy at that time. He servt'cl his townc,hip as justice 
of thp peace a number of years, dying in 1SG3. 
His first wife was :Thlary "McCray, who hare him three 
children. The only one living is Catherine, the 
wife of J. J. EdwardR, who resides in this county. 
~Irs. Hunnicutt diecl about Ib:·m. 1\11'. Hunnicutt 
was then married to the mother of our tiubj ect, G. 
B. By this marriage he became the father of ten 
children, eight of whom live,] to maturity, and 
five still survive: E. M. (in thi., connty). G. R., 
Thomas (deceabed), E. N. (deceased, widow in 
Benton), Eliza J. (wife of J. 'V. 'Vallace, resides 
in this county), Elizabeth (deceased), ",Y. D. (de 
ceased), Emily (wife of M. P. Davenpurt), awl J. 
H. (resides in this county). rrhe second Mrs. 
Hunnicutt died in 1R,)O. In 18fH, at the age of 
eighteen years, G. R. Hunnicutt enlisted in Com 
pany F, rrhin1 Arkansas Cavalry, ConfederatejI army, and served four years. ,"nlisting as II pri. 
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vate he was promoted to sergeant major in 18G3, 
holding that position to the clOSl' of the war. He 
took part in the following battles: Farmington, 
MiRs., Iuka, :ThliRs., Corinth, :Thliss. (hel'e he was 
~erion~ly wounded in the lpft side, and was COll

fined in the hospital for two mouths), Thompson 
~tation, neal' Franklin, Tenn., an(l Chickamauga, 
Tenn. From Chickamauga he was transferred 
to Ea~t TenneRsee to Gen. LongRtreet's command, 
on leaving which locality report was made to Gen. 
Joseph E. Johnston, at Dalton, Ga., engaging in 
the two days' battle at Resaca. From Resa'ca 
to Atlanta on the retreat, his regiment was under 
fire for forty"three days. He accompanied his 
rt'giment, which formed a part of Gen. \Yheeler's 
command, on the laUer's famous raid to Middle 
Tennesset', destroying railroads, fighting and skir
lllishing for two or three months. Then moving 
with his command to Gadsden, Ala., he joined Gen. 
Hood, who was commanding the Army of Tennes
see at that timE', and t60k part in the battle of 
Rome, Ga. While Hood was fighting at Dalton, 
Thlr. Hunnicutt's regiment followed. ~herman from 
Atlanta, fighting him all the way to Savannah. 
At Reynold's farm, near Savannah. this command 
defE'ated Kilpatrick in a "levere engagement. Mr. 
Hunnicutt was here badly wounded in the hand 
by a fragmpnt of shell. Hi"l regiment followed 
Sherman from Savannah to Greensboro, N. C., hy 
way of Columbia, S. 0., and Bentonville, N. C. 
At the latter place a general engagement of two 
days with the wily Northern genpral occurred. The 
regimpnt later moveel to Greensboro, where it was 
surrounded by Gen. Johnston, and at this place :ThIr. 
Hunnicutt Waf:, paroled, arriving home JUly IS, 
180;), the first tillle since his enlistment. He en 
gaged in farming for one year on rented lanel, 
when he bought 1GO acrefol of fOlest land on Saline 
River. This hp improved, living on it for fifteen 
year9. In Jb8;3 he soW the place, buying his pres 
('nt property of 18~ acres, with about seventy acres 
under cultivation. The place had been much neg 
lected, but Mr. Hunnicutt went to work at its 
improvement, anu. soon had one of the finest 
farms in the county. He was married, in 18GB, to t 
lITiss Ellen Wood, Ilaughter of David O. and Mary , 
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(Burow) Wood, natives of Teunec;see. David 
'Vood and wife moved from Tl'IlU8SSee to 'Yash
ington Oouuty, Ark., thence to 8aline Oounty. 
They are the parents of ten children, five now liv
ing: Louisa (wife of J. A. Bowen, who resides in 
this county), Sarah (died in 1871), Oora (died in 
187(»), Unnania, 1st (died in 1R75). Unnania. 2<1 
(died in IS7b), Edna (died in 188]) 'Yilliam and 
Robert (twins) and Arthur. Mr. Hunnicutt was 
eleded to the office of county treasurer in 1<372. 
and served two terms. He was chosen as justice 
of the peace of his township in 1882, and still re 
tains that office. He is a Democrat, and takes a 
very active interest in politics of his connty. 
Schools, churches and all enterprises of whatever 
nature tending to improve the county find ill Mr. 
Hunnicutt a sturdy champion. He is a member 
of Fair Play Lodge No. 32, A. F. & A. M., hav 
ing filled several offices in the lodge, now holding 
the chair of wor'3hipful master. 

Rev. Andrew Hunter, D. D., a supernumerary 
minister of the gospel, whose eloquent sermons 
have been listened to by very lllany residents in 
Central Arkam;as, wa., born ill Oounty Antrim, 
Ireland, in 1~lJ, and callie to the United States 
with his parents when only two years of age. His 
father and mother firElt settled in Pennsylvania, 
where Andrew was reared and grew to manhood 
and received a common-school education. In ]833 
he united with the JHpthodist Episcopal Ohurch, 
South, and in 1835 went to Thli<;souri, locating near 
St. Louis, where he taught school for some time. 
In 183G he was licensed to preach, and for one 
year preached the gospel in the Choctaw nation. 
He was Ol'dained a deacon at Fa) etteville, Ark., in 
18:311, and the following year was made an elder at 
Little Rock. He has been actively spreading the 
gospel for fifty three years, and first came to Saline 
Oounty in 18:31:5, where he had charge of a cirruit 
for one year. 8ince 187] he has maue this county 
his ppl'manent home, and is the only lllinister now 
living whose name \\ as OIl the conferellce 1'011 when 
he joilled in 1 '33f3. Dr. Hunter is of a rolmqt con
stitution and still full of vigor, although he has 
probably done more church work than any other 
minister in Central Arkansas. In the fall of 1'342
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he was made presiding elder of 'Vashington dis 
trict, which then comprised a large portion of 
South Arkansas, and was afterward presiding elder 
of the Little Hock. Batesville, Oamden, Admdelphia 
ana Pine Bluff districts. He is probably the most 
popular Methodist divine in Arkansas, and still 
gives his attention to church work. Strictly speak
ing he is a self made man, having received most of 
his education since entering the ministry. During 
the war his reputation had spread so far that he 
was allowed to continue his good work without 
molestation. In 184-1 he was one of three dele 
gates sellt fI'om Arkamlas to attend the conference 
in New York that divided the church, and out of 
300 delegates present on that occa~ion there are 
but three yet living. In 1866 57 he was elected 
to I'epresent Dallas and Bradley Counties in the 
State senate and was presid0nt of that body. In 
1866 he was also elected to the United States 
Senate, but could not take tLe oath and was dis
qualified, A. H. Garland taking his place instead. 
He was married at York, Penn., in l8i4:, to Anna 1\1.. 
a daughter of 'Yilliam and Lpah Jones, of Welsh 
and German descent, respectively, and became the 
father of fOlU' children, of whom three are yet liv
ing: 'Yilliam P., Florence (wife of 'Y. P. Field, 
of Little Hock and Andrew J. (chief clerk of the 
United States marshal's office at Little Rock, and 
a graduate of Jones' Oommercial Oollege, at St. 
Louis. Mo.) 1\Ir5. Hunter has been a member of 
the Methodist Ohurch since her thirteenth year, 
and is just as devoted to the cause as her husband. 
The Doctor' 8 parents were John and Rachel (Dens
more) Hunter. of Scotch origin, but born in Irpland. 
The father died in York, Penn., after coming to 
this conntry, and some years later the mother was 
married. to Joseph 1\IcPhearson, also a nativE' of 
Ireland. t;he died at York, Penn., in 1~::rj. Dr. 
Hunter Lad a brother, 'Yilliam, who was also a 
lllan of great talent and a graduate from the l\Iadi
son College, at Uniontown, Penn. He WU'3 for some 
years professor of Hebrew in Alleghany College, 
MeadviIlA, Penn., and later was editor of the Pitts
burgh (Penn.) Ohristian Advocate. He was ulf'io 
presiding elder of the Oleveland (Ohio) tlistrict, 
where he died. Another brother, who is now d€,
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ceased, named John, was a prominent manufact
lHer of Ohio, and the sister, :l\1argaret, is the 
widow of Abraham "\V 811s, a large manufacturer of 
,Yellsville, York County, Penn., b(~fore his death. 
This lady, with her son in law, i~ carrying on the 
immense bur::;iness of her husband at that place with 
great success, an(l is widely kllown for her business 
ability. Dr. Hunter owns 1~)~ acres of very fertile 
land on his home place, about one mile wesL of 
Collegeville, and two other tracts, one of 2S0, the 
other of 200 acres. 

J. T. Hyatt, farmer in Section 9, t:!aline Town 
ship, was born in Dallas County, Ark, in ] 852,_ 
being the oldest f'on in a family of six children 
born to James and J\lary (\Voods) Hyatt. The 
former was a native of Alauama, from which State 
he emigrated in about 1856, settling in Saline 
County, Ark. In ll:->G 1 he enlisted ill Capt. "\Valk 
in's company of Confederate soldiers. He was 
taken prisoner at the battle of Helena, and re
moved to Rock Island, Ill., where he was confined 
as a prisoner of ,val'. His death occnrred there in 
1SG4:. 1\11's. Hyatt still survives him and resides 
with her children: 1\Iartha Jane (now 1\11'8. Ogles
herry, lives in Beaver Township, Saline County), 
,Yilliam lVIaid (also of Beaver Township), and J. 
T. (the subject of this sketch.) J. T. Hyatt was 
reareci to farm lift', being educatpd in the district 
schools of t;aline Townr:,hip, and commenced farm 
ing for himself at the age of twenty. H8 was mar 
ried in Saline Township, ill Fehruary, 187], to 
}\IIiss Amanda Goodwin, a native of Mif-lsissippi, 
and a daughter of .John and Betsy (Casplberry) 
Goodwin. Mr. Goodwin was a native of nEssis
'3ippi and came to Salinp County in 18;)0, fJettliIlg 
in 8aline Township, where he now residef-,. After 
his marriage JUl'. Hyatt rented for Romp yean-l un 
til 10,77, when he bonght ;320 acres of land with 
only twenty five acres deared. He has sillce heen 
improving and adding tu it until he now owns :)()f) 

acres, with over forty acres in cultivation. Mr. 
and ~Irs. Hyatt have a family of six children: B. 
Franci~ (died in 18~0, at the age of eleven), Hpnry 
(died in 1884, at the age of four years). Mary 
Elizabeth (died in 1877, aged four years), James, 
Bletha, Lovey. They are also rearing two of his 
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brother's children: Nola and Daisy J. Mr. Hyatt 
is a prominent Democrat and takes an active part 
in all work for the upbnilding and good of the 
county. 

,y illiam .Iames, the ol<lest Bettler of Kentucky 
rrownship, ~aliae Couuty, was born in what is now 
Ripley County, Mo., in 182'3, his parenb., be 
iug Honor and t;allie (Boilp"l) James, natives of 
TelllleRsee. Honor James came to Missouri in 
]815, where he was married in 1817. He owned 
land near what is now Doniphan, Pocahontas, 
Ark., being the nearest trading point. Missouri 
and Arkansas were not then separated, and Poca 
hontas was the seat of justice for that section. 
~When Mr. J amef-J came to Arkansas, there were but 
four settlements in this county, from Dyer Town
ship to where Benton now is. His uncle, Jesse, 
helped to build the first court house at the county 
seat, a log strnctnre, the lumber used for flooring 
being sawed with a whip saw. It was necessary 
to go twenty miler:, to mill. When anything pre
vente(l, a steel mill was used. ~11'. James did not 
enter land when first coming here; instead he 
sqnatted on Governmpnt land, in (present) Dyer 
Township, whl::'re he improved a home, remaining 
on this land until about lS..J:8, when he sold his 
claim and moved to Holland Township. Here he 
bought an improved place and lived nntil his death 
in 185ft He never owned any land in this county. 
His chief occupation was stock raising, as it was 
unnecessary in those days to iped stock except occa
sionally during the winter. Game was plentiful, 
and bear, deer and turkey abounded in the neigh 
borhood. 1\1r. James was twice married, his fhst 
wife being the mother of ,Villiam, our subject. 
They were the parents of six ehildren (five now 
living, and all withiu a radius of twenty miles): 
,Jpsse (deceased, see sketch of W. T. James), 
Lucinda (widow of D..J. Hobinsoll), Daniel, Min 
prva (widow uf John Terry), "\Villiam (our subject) 
and Martha (widow of James Hutchison). 1\Irs. 
.Tames died about 1'-->30, and some ten years later 
~Ir..James took unto himself a second wife, in the 
person of Susan Manus, a uative of Indiana. By 
this marriage there were three children: Sarah E. 
(wifE' of Jasper ,'allace, who resides in Perry 
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County, this State), Naucy (wife of 'William Hunt, 
a l'esident of Scott Oounty), and GeOl'gf' H. (who 
residf's in Penyville, Perry County, this State. ) 
Mrs. James died near the year 18-t8. \Y illiam 
J ames, after recE'i ving a limited education in the 
country schools of this county, began his strnggl€' 
for €'xistence at the age of nill€'t€'€'n, as a fannt'r 
on rC'nted land. At th€' close of three years he 
hought eighty acres of land in Dyer Town~hip, 
wher€' he resic1ed from 1 '33"i to 1"ili3, W1H'1l he sold 
out and purchased hiR present placp, cOllsifSting of 
620 acres, with 150 under cultivation. He has 
sinc€' given his soW'; 160 acres, 140 acres im 
proved. 1\11'. James has, hesides this farm, a 
splendid steam and grist. mill, which he owns in 
partnership with his son, O. F. James. \Yith this 
mill they pllt np annually some ~()O bales of cot 
ton, and do a large amount of grinding. 1\11'. 

J ames has been married three times. Miss Jan€' 
1\Iuse b€'came his first wife April ~-t-, 1831, and was 
the mother of six children, three now living (three 
dying young); J. 0., C. F. andJ. Y. (all living in 
this county.) 1\1rs. James was a member of the 
Baptibt Church, and (lied in 1874. The following 
year Mr. James was married to Caroline James, 11P
ing divorced in ] ~ IU. Lena H. Hood became the 
third Mrs. James in the year 157u. Two children 
were born to this union: James A. and 1\linniE' M. 
Mr. and Mrs. James are both members of the 
Baptist Church. He belongs to the A. F. & A. 1\1., 
and is one of the most liberal men in the county in 
matters that pertain to general improvement.. He 
is uppermost in donating to churches and schools, 
and haR been counted one of the Baptist flock for 
the past forty years, his wife having belonged for 
twelve years. His political faith is Democracy. At 
the commencement of hOtltilities in 18m, Mr. ,James 
joined the Oonfederate army, enli::;ting as a private 
in Company C, Third Arkansas Cavalry, and 
served for four years on the east side of the 1\lis 
sissippi River. Three years of thiR time he never 
heard from hi" wife and baLes. He participated 
in (iuite a nnmber of battles: Iuka and Oorinth, 
l\Ii~s.; Atlanta and Dalton, Ga.; Chickamauga, 
Knoxville, Pigeon River and Thompson Station, 
Tenn. ; and Savannah, Ga. In 1863 he came home 
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III company with 001. Henderson on a recruiting 
tour. During his stay at home the war closed, 
and Mr. J arne') waR parolf'd at Little Rock. He 
found his wife at the close of the war in destitute 
circumstancf's. His present possessiom, he has 
accumulated since then by hard work and good 
managf'lllent. 

\V. T. J alllPS, also nnmbered among the pio 
neers of Kentucky 110wnship, Saline Oounty, first 
saw the light of day ill this ('ounty in 1'34-8, as 
the son of Jesse and Fanny (Terry) James. J eSf.,e 
J ames came to tLis tltatp when but a lad with his 
father, who was known as Honor James, settling in 
this county. He was married twicf'; the first time 
to the mother of \V. T., thp subject of this sketch. 
Jesse was a farmer by occupation, and after his mar
riage bonght land on Lee's Ol'eek. where he lived for 
some twenty five years. Hf' sold this in 18'30, and 
rellted the Given Dyer farm. Here he kept hoard· 
ing house on the stage route horn Hot Springs, 
accumulating a large amount of money, frequently 
selling corn for $3 per bushel. He moved from 
there to where Charl€'s James now lives, six miles 
weRt of Benton, buying 300 aCl'es of land with 100 
acr€'s under cultivation. This place he mallp his 
home until his death, which occuned in 1874. Hf' 
was accidentally killed while out hunting, a man 
named James Kinkade having dropped his gun. 
The ball entered Mr. James' knee while he was in 
a sitting position, ranging upward and entering his 
body. He only survived twpnty four bours. As a 
farmer and trader he had been very sncceRsfuL He 
di€'d as a member of the Baptist Church. Seven 
children had been born to him, six living till ma
turity (and thl'ee still surviving): 1\1artha (de 
ceased, wife of Peter Staner), ,Yo T. (our subjef't), 
Elizabeth (wife of P. M. \Yright), J. J. (resides in 
this county), Sarah (wife of John A. 1\100re), 
France') (deceasell, wife of John \Y allice). Mrs. 
J aIDes was a mpmbpr of the Baptist Ohurch and 
died in 1834:. Mr. James was married about 1554 
to Lucinda Staner, becoming by this maniagp the 
father of six children, two dying when young. 
They are, James M., Minerva A. (deceased wife 
of Hohprt ~Wright), Mary D. (wife of Benjamin 
Donavant) al1l1 ,T. C. Mrs. James was married 
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in 18~6 to Dr. Barlles, bnt dieu the same year, a 
member of the Baptist Church. \Y. T. James wns 
rpared and educated in this county. receiving but 
a common school education at thE' country schools. 
He was brought up to farm life and at the age of 
twenty one began life for himself as a farmer on 
his father's land. In 1870. after only one) ear of 
renting, he bought property consisting of eighty 
acres, 'with twenty ·five acres improved. He has 
sillce added 100 acres and now has eighty acres un 
del' cultivation. with splendid farm buildings. plenty 
of stock etc. He raises many horses, cattle and 
mult's, and has on hand some fifteen head of cows, 
four mules and a large number of hogs. In 1869, 
fill'. James was united in marriage to Miss ]Uary J. 
l\IoorE'. daughter of O. F. and Sarah (Freeman) 
:\10ore, natives of Tennessee. and the parents of 
ten children, six of whom lived to be grown: John 
A., J\Iar:T ,J. (wife of our subject), Paralee (wife of 
Robert ~\Yright). Alphonso (farmer), and Julia A. 
(wife of Jeff Brady). ~Ml's. Moore died about 1~()l. 

1\Ir. :l\Ioore was marrieel, the second time, to Nicey 
E. Blockwell, who bore him ten children, eight 
now living: 1\Iartha, Radford, Robert, T. F., Rich
ard F., Bertie, Rebecca and Annice. 1\11'. 1\Ioore 
came to this State in 184--1 and his wife still lives 
in this county. 1\11'. and 1\1rs. James ,,,ere the 
parents of ten children (foul' dying when young 
and six still living): Jessie F. (born ~lay 15,1810), 
'\rilliam R. (born ,January ~O, JRIJ). J. C. and 
Sarah F. (horn December 2:-}. 1~16), J. E. and J. 
A. (borll October 1(), 18~O), ,J. A. (died in "Novem 
her. JS80), j\lar;' (dlPd Decp-rober 1. 1"'S"O), Ada 
B. (born April 2S, lc.,gS). ~lr. anel fill's. James 
arE' both members of the Baptist Church. He 
takes a lively interest in the pu bhe schools, baving 
filled the office of school director for eight years, 
Politically he is Dpmocratic and has served as 
postmaster at Owensville fOl' two ,Years. 

Dr. Vaughn D. Lafferty, a prominent phy~ician 
and surgeon of Saline County. anc1 at present 
representative of that county in the legislature, 
was born in Dallas County, in 1 S5J, and is a son 
of Vaughn 'V. and Eritha E. (McCalip) Lafferty, 

born near BatesYille. in ]816, and in Tennesspe, 
tL JR')] ct'veh The parents 

ARKANSAS. 

were married in Salint' County, about 1'-,86, amI 
immediately afterward settled in Dallas Connty, 
which was then nothing but a wilderness. tbey 
being' among it'i earliest settlers. The father 
cleared land and opened up a good farm, upon 
which he made his home until within a few years 
past, then moving to Ouachita COlmty, and set 
tling at Lester, where he i8 engaged in busines-., 
He was a soldier in some of the parly Indian 'YHrS, 
and helped remove them to the"\Y est. He is a 
man of skict integrity, irreproachaLJle character. 
and well known for his energy. His estimable 
wife died in 1 SIS, a believer ill the Methodist faith 
frvill childhood, and the only one of bel' family 
who ever came to Arkansas. She was of t3cotch 
origin, while the rather ,vas of Irish descent, his 
father, Hon. ,John L. Lafferty, being a native of 
Irelanu, who came to this county when a young 
man, anu was a well-known na\·igator. He first 
came to Arkansas and settled near the present site 
of Batesyille, when this State was yet comprised 
in the Louisiana Territory, and ,vas here married 
and resided for a few years. He then changed his 
location to Van Buren Oounty. where he farmed for 
the remainder of his days. During his life he ue 
came one of the most prominent men in public life 
and a highly esteemed citizen of that section. and 
in 1885 was a member of the State Constitutional 
convention from Van Buren County, afterward 
representing that county jn the legislatnre for 
three terms. He was also elected county and pro-
hate judge for a number of years besides holding a 
number of high public officE'S Although qlliteold 
when the Civil \Yar commenced, the tire of battle 
burned fiprcely in his breast, and he was one of 
the first to join the Confellerate rank", His death 
occnrreu about the closing period' of the war. 
Vaughn D. Lafferty, the principal of this sketch 
vms the sixth of three sons and five daughters. 
horn to his parents. and was reared on a farm in 
the uackwoods. He was educated at hOllie by hi::, 
father. and under bis instructions obtained a good 
knowledge of the English branches. He afterward 
taught school himself for a short time. and when 

twenty· four years of age, commenced the study of t 
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graduate from the medical department of the Uni 
versity of Kentucky, at Louisville. Dr. Vaughn 
also graduated in 1,{,{1 from the medical depart 
ment of the University of Arkansas. He immedi 
ately commenced practicing his profession in 
Saline County, where he has residpd since, and 
become one of the most succesf'>ful physician~ and 
surgeons in that section. In politic'") the Doctor 
is a stauch Democrat, and in 1,{f:S~, waR elpcte<l by 
his party a9 representative of SalillP COlluty, in 
the State legislature. He if'> a lll(,lllher of Bryant 
Lodge No. +-n, A. F. & A. 1\1., and is the present 
junior wanlen of his lodge, besides having repre 
Rented them twice at the Grand Lodge. In relig 
ions faith he has been a member of the Methodist 
persuasion since] ,{80, and is a liberal contributor 
to all worthy enterprises, as well as being one of 
the foremost spirits in pushing the interests, and 
developi ng his county. As a physician he ranks 
among the leaders, and has performed some mar 
velous cures, and as a citizen enjoys the confidence 
of the entire community. 

j 

A. J. Lancaster, farmer and stock raiser of 
Beaver Township, was born in the southern part 
of Illinois, February 25, 18:30, and is the eldest in 
a family of thirteen children born to Jesse and 
Mary ('Voods) Lancaster. Jesse Lancaster was a 
native of Tennef'see and his wife of Illinois. They 
wen" married in the latter State, and when A. J. 
was only one year old moved to Missouri, bnt after 
a residence of two years, came to Arkansas. settling 
in Izard County. 1\11'. Lancaster followed the oc 
cupation of farming until his death in 1'{00, his 
wife surviving him till 186:~. Both great grancl 
fathers were in the War of 1R] 2. Of the thir 
teen children born to 1\lr. aud 1\lrs. Lancaster, 
only five are living: AHen P., Jesse, Greenbery, 
Charlotte (Halpain) ancl A. J., the subject of this 
memoir, who was reared and educated in Izard 
County, remaining there until his eighteenth year, 
when he engaged in farming for himself. In 
April, 1851, he was married to Miss 1H. ,Yilliams, 
a native of Missouri, and a daughter of oue of the 
early settlers of Izard County. After his marriage 
he continued farming in Izard County for three 
years, when a determination to travel for a time 

leel him to explore the South and especially Texas, 
but he conclu<led at last that there was no place 
like the State of Lis adoption. On his rehlrn he 
located in Saline County, and has since heen a res
ident of this part of the connty. In 1856 he came 
to Bf'a vel' Townshi p, and entel'ed eighty acres of 
lana at 12~ cents per acre, clearing and improving 
about twelvf' acres. He afterward sold that and 
purchased the farm wlwre he DOW lives. This farm 
conf'>isted of eighty acres partly improved, and at the 
present time he has forty acres nndf'1" cultivation. 
-When l\Ir. Lanca~ter took up a home in Beaver 
Township, it was very thinly settlpd and game 
was plentiful. '.rhe inhabitants were obliged to de
pend on their own resources for clothing, and had 
to go twenty miles to mill. Little Rock was the 
nearest market, it heing at that time a very small 
>'illage, and Indians were numerous. ,\'hen the 
war was proclaimed Mr. Lancaster joined the 
Eleventh Arkansas Regiment (Col. Smith) in July, 
1 S61, and participated in the battle of Tiptonville 
and fight at New Madrid. In the year 1862 he 
was captured and kept a prisoner of war at Camp 
Douglas, Chicago, for some months, finally join 
ing the army at Vicksburg, .IUiss. At Port Rud 
son in the spring of 1~63, he ,vas wounded and 
from that time was in a great many skirmishes 
until the close of the war. He was at home on a 
furlough when the snrrender was made, so never 
received his discharge. By his first marriage two 
children were boin: Ambrose (m arried, living in 
Union Township) and Susan (Richey, in Beaver 
Township). 1\Irs. Lancaster died in 1853, and in 
18G4 Mr. Lancaster was married to Narcissa A. 
Wills, a native of Saline County. To this union 
six children have been born, three of whom lived 
to be grown: Benjamin, Jessie Rutha and Berris. 
1\11'8. Lancaster's mother, 1\Irs. Rutha L. :Mills, is 
the daughter of Mathew Carroll, a farmer of South 
Carolina, where she was born about] Cl07. 1\Irs. 
Mills is at present enjoying very gooc1 health for 
a woman of her age, and expresses a desire to go 
back to the land of her chilJhood. She has been 
a member of the l\lethodist Episcopal Chnrch for 
sixty years, and is now living with her children. 

1111'. and MrR. Lancaster are lllember;, of ~..-~ 
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l\I8tllOclist Episcopal Church, in which the former 
has bt:'en steward. He is a member of Ionic 
LoJge No. 3'14, A. F. & A. lVI. 

l,Y. H. Lawrence, proprietor and mauager of 
a general merchandisE' store, doe~ the largest IH1si 
ness in his line in this vicinity. He was Lorn in 
Banks County, Ga., on May 30, 1853, and had 
nine brothpl's and sisters, six of whom arf' older 
and three younger than himsplf. His fatlwf, Isaac 
B. LaWrellCf'. was n native of Hauth Carolinn, and 
moved to Georgia at t>ight years of age with his 
parE'nts. HE' married Frances Oaudell, a daughter 
of a wealthy planter. and afterward Lawrence 
opened up a farm in Georgia, continuing to make 
that State his home. He was justice of the peace 
for tWf'nty years. His death occurred in December, 
1881, bnt his widow still resides on the old home 
stead. W. H. Lawrf'nce was reared to farm life, 
being educated in the district schools. He moved 
to Monroe County, Ark., in ISI'2, and in January, 
U573, came to Hurricane Town~hip, Saline County, 
where he bought a partly improved farm and also 
opened up a good farm, which he afterward sold 
in September, 18gg, then purchasing the building 
and stock which he now owns of l,V. M. Packard, 
and has built up a good business. He gives his 
strong inflnence to the Democratic party. He was 
married in Saline County in 1'->77 to Miss Nancy 
JU. A. McHaffy, a native of Georgia. They had 
five children, four of whom are living: Ruth NaIl, 
Josephine Elizabeth, Rachal Rosella (who died in 
188;J, aged eighteen lllonthA), Clara E. nn(l Thomas 
Harvey. Mr. LawH'nce has ever lent Lis aid to 
all work in the interest of educational and other 
afl'airs of hjs town and county. He is an active 
business mall and enjoys thf' confidence of his 
many acquaintances. 

j 

L, C. :McAdams, one of the leading and most 
progressive farmers ill i-5aline County, was born in 
Hall County, Ga., in 1Cl;)O, and is a ~on of J. Pinek
ney and Nancy E. (Tate) JHcAdams, born in Ander
son District, S. C., in November, 1~2\), and No 
vemlwr, 1Cl25, respectively. When very young the 
parentB moved to Hall County, Ga. J with their 
parents, alld in lat!"r years were there marrif'd. 
The father was a 6uccessful farmer, and a well-
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known citizen of that county, and sprved a great 
number of Y{larH as jlbtiCP of thA peace. During 
the war he E>erved one year in thEl Confederate army, 
being a member of Company A, Eleventh Georgia 
Infautry, and took part in a number of important 
battles. His death occUt'l'Nl on Septemher g, 18G2. 
His father WiiS Daniel :l\IcAdams, H snccessful 
fal'm0l', who was also l)orn in Anderson District, 
S. c., dying in Hall County, Ga., in 1b72. The 
latt0l' wn:-; a soldier in the War 1b 1~ and fought 
under Gen. ,Jackson at the battle of New Orlemlfl. 
In religiou':> faith be was a member of the Meth~ 
odise Church, as were almost all of the family. 
Some years after the father's death the mother was 
marriea in Baline County to 1\<11'. Abraham Elrod, a 
well lmown citizen of that place. She was a 
daughter of Nathaniel Tate, of South Carolina, 
who died during the Oivil ,rar in Hall County, Ga., 
as diJ also his wifr. L. C. McAdams waR the oldest 
of two children born to the parents, and was xeared 
on a farm by his widowed mother. His advalltages 
for procuring a good education were very limited 
in his youth, owing to his father's death, which put 
upon him the responsibility of supporting his 
mother, and thus dispelled any idea of attending 
school. A few years later he removed to Arkansas 
where he remained until he was twenty-one years, 
ana then commenced farming on his own account. 
On January 11, ]873, he was married to Lanra, 
daughter of George and Elizabeth Elrod, of South 
Carolina and Georgia, respectively, who came to 
SalinE> County in ]84:4- and settled neal' Bryant 
when the surronnding country was a wildE'rness. 
The father was a farmer, and a highl} estE'E'rued 
citizE'n or this county. He and wife were both 
members of the Methodist Church, and were the 
par0nts of ten children, of whom four are yet Iiv' 
jng. His death OCCUlTed on July 11, 1889, but his 
e:-;timablf' wife is still living. Five children were 
horn to the maniage of Mr. and ]\11'8. l\1cAdams, 
of whom four are still living. On the arrival of 
the former in Saline County, he homesteaded eighty 
acres of land in Hurricane Creek which he im
proved and sold to good advantage in 1879. He 

then purchased hib present farm, which was then t 
in the woods, bllt now hao about 100 acres un~F 
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cultivation, and owns ltj~) acres altogether. His 
land is some of the best in that :-:ection, and hf' has 
accumulated his pree>ent propert} by hi.., own efforts 
and judicious management. There is a good dwell
ing upon it, barns an E'xcellent orchard, and every
thing necesbar,\T on a first class farm. The land i'3 
situated about two miles south of Bryant. In poli 
tics .Mr. McAdams is a stanch DEllllOcrat, and cast 
his first presidential vote for Greeley in 1872. He 
is a prominent member of the Agricultural 'Wheel; 
takes a deep interest in all the affairs of the couniy, 
and is one of its most valued citizells. He and 
wife both attend the Methudist Church and are 
active and liberal in theil' assistance toward all 
charitable enterprises. 

J. N. 1\1cAllester, merchant. farmer and ginn':'f, 
of Union Township, was born in this county only 
one-half mile from the place on which he now resideM 
1\1arch 31, 1 CS31. He was the son of Andrew and 
1\1ary (Bland) JUcAllester. the former of whom came 
from South Carolina to Arkansas in 1820 and set 
tled in Saline County, being one of the first to find 
a home in this section. He followed farming as a 
means of livelihood, discontinuing it only to par 
ticipate in the Indian War of 1836, in the \,"est. 
On July 13, 1837, be was married to tbedaughter 
of Moses and Vancy (McKee) Blanel. He bought 
land close to where his son (the subject of this 
sketch) now lives, and reared his family of nine 
children, four of whom are now living: :l\Iary E. 
(wirE' of G. Hoopper), John F. (deceased, 1~75), 
Sarah E. (deceased. July 17, 18(4), \Villiam (mar 
ried and lives in Union Township), A. J. (deceased), 
James U. (merchant in Union Township), Samuel 
Daniel (deceased). Nancy J. (now :'tIl'S. Milligan), 
Emily Q. (deceased). Andrew McAlh>ster diell Jan 
uary 20, ]8'1b. He was a memher of the Baptist 
Church. His wife survives him, li"ing on the hOllie 
place with her son in-law. Mr. Milligan. The fir..,t 
1\IcAllesters to come to this country from Irelaud 
were 'Villiam lHcAllester and wife, l\lal'garette. 
They were the parents of the l\IcAllesters who took 
such an active part in the Re, olutionary "War. 
Nathan McAllester was a brigadier gelleral in the 
war in Ireland against the mother country' known 

a_S_,......_th_e_~_!_CA_ll_e_s_te_r_w_a_r_._H~e_'_"N_a_S_b_o_I_.n_in_l_Y_:1_'_'_a_Q_d 
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came to America immediatel} after the ,\ ar with 
Englaucl. in company witL 'William McAllester aIld 
thIep son", Nathan, AlexandE'r and Andrew. Alex 
ander was born May 1 B, ] '1-14:; Andrew, Angust lA, 
J 7..18. The girl of the family was Jane, born 
April 13, 174.0. Andrew l\1cAllestpr was the young 
est of the threE' Loys who served in the Revolution
ary \rar. They were all in service six or se\'en 
ypars. Andrew was crippled hy E'xposnre. the 
others coming ont unscarred. He was married to 
l\Iary Huffman, July 5, 17,0, at Abbeville Parish, 
S. C. They were the parents of four children: 
Andrew (born Feul'uary, 1780, died DecembE'r. 
1782). John (born Angust 20, ]7",1), Andrew (born 
September 2;-3, 1784-), F. A. (born October 28, 
1,1:12. ) John l\IcAllester, thE' elJpst S0n of Andrew 
lUcAllester of Hevolutionary \Y ar fame. married 
Mary Lightfoot, of Edgefield District, ~. U .. near 
the old Ninety-six Court house, on February 1;), 
]807. The ~ame ) ear he moved to Picking's Dis
trict, whE>re. in ]&OR John l\IcAllebter was born. 
From there he moved to Three and twenty Creek 
(known as Ben Smith's 5ettlement), locating there 
December 10, 1810. On January 11. ] bIl, An 
drew UcAllester, tLe father of our subject. was 
born. 'Mary, wife of ,John. died on ]\lay 1], lS25, 
and with hi", two sons, 1\1r. l\IcAl1ester started to 
Arkansas Territory. They stopped in Franklin 
County, Tenn., at Lake Granby, where they re 
mainen from 1\1ay to December of 1820. Then, 
continuing their jonrnE'Y, they moved to St. Fran 
cis River, Ark., settling on L' Anguille Creek, now 
Poinsett Count.\'. Here they made the first clear 
ing of land evE'l' made hy white men. From here 
they mmed to Little Rock, lemaining Lut a few 
clays. then movillg to Dogw'ool1 Springs (now Col
1t'gt'ville) , Saline County, where they bought their 
first land of Gov. Pope, in 18;33. They went to 
the ,vest side of Alulll Fork of Haline RiYer in 
August, 1":i;3£). He served in the Illdian ,rar. being 
at Forts Tuscon, Coffee and Gib~on. III 1'-l:i7 he 
retul'oe<l to Saline County and forme(l a, partner
ship with Drf'. Sprague and Adams, of Little Rock. 
locating minerals. The} W.:'1'4::' very successful. 
locating heveral claims. He ouhl oul to his part 

n_el_.s_th_e_s_a_m_e_y_e_a_r_a_n_l_l_h_i_re_C_l_t_o_t_h_e_m_f_o_r ~_'3_(_~_p.._e_r .~ 
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month to examine and locate mineral IandH, but 
only worked for a short time. During hiH life An
drew 1\IcAllester was one of the leading men of this 
section. He was remarkably t-iuecessful both aH n 
bunter anu farmer, and led all his fellow citizens 
in developing the, then, Ilew country. It is related 
that on one occasionl\Ir. l\IcAl1ester and Dr. Adams 
were out hunting. whf'n they uiscovE'red a large 
bear, and noticed, wlmt was unusual with bears, that 
he could bardly get along. Coming llear to him 
they saw that he was so fat that he could scarcely 
,,',-alk. Thinking that it would De best to drive 
him as neal' as possible to a neighbor's hou:-,e be 
fore killing him. the;.' began a serit's of maneuver 
ings which eveutually brought the big beast witbin 
01 e-half mile of the home, when they killeCl. him. 
There are several people living in this section who 
frequently mention this hunt, saying it is no ,. fish 
story." Mr. l\IcAllester was a decided Democrat. 
At the age of twenty one Yf'ars J. N. IHcAllester 
began life for himself as a farmer. He rented for 
two years, but, in 1874, purchased 120 acre-s of 
land, on which he lived until lSS1, when he Fiold 
out and bought else-where. He moved to the place 
on which he now lives in 1882, owning 1,000 acres 
of lanel, mostly wild. Among bis possessions are 
(also owned in partnership with his brother W. 
1\1. l\IcAllester) a fine steam gin, saw and grist 
mill combined, besidei'> his fltore and Rtock of goods. 
In the mercantile uusiness alone be realizes annn 
ally some $3,000. He also gins about 103 bales 
of cOttOll yearly. and does a large bnsiuess with 
his saw-mill. 1\Ir. ]HcAlle~ter haR lJPell twice mar 
ried. His first wife was l\Iollie Smith, whom he 
marrie-d Oll Spptembe-r 12, 11:>72. She died De
cember ~I. 11:>78. Hib second wife was .!Hi '-;1-> Dora 
Ray (horn ,July 21, 1 ':lG:!) with whom he was united 
Decembel' --1-, ] Mig. :Sbe bore him five children, 
four now living: Donie (born f:leptember ~U, 1K80), 
,James DaviJ (born Octoher 1:-3, 1~\..j~), Katie (born 
April G, 1813-1-), Ramon Carl (born May ~(), 11387), 
and Fred Nathan (born October 11, 1 SSU). l\lr. 
and 1\11'8. McAllester are both membArs of the 
l\Iethodif>t Episcopal Church, South. Mr. l\IcAl
lester ifi a rueruber of A. F. &:, A. M., aUlI is master 

j of Ionic Lodge No. 377. He is a strong Demo

~. r= 

crat and. takes quite an inh'l'est in politics. though 
he ha:-, never songht an office. His chief delight is 
in standing by thfl man whom his party may name. 
Hl~ favors fre0 :-,chool~ and is a liberal donator to 
the schools and churchps. All worthy public en
terpl'ise~ find in him a stanch supporter and the 
people of the county and State would be 10th i a 
10:-,e him as a citizen. 

Henry H. l\lcCray, one of the pionef'r se-ttlers 
of Saline Connty, was born here in 11344, being 
the son of H. N. and Elizabeth (CalTOn) McCray. 
the father a native of South Caroliua, and the 
mother of Alabama. H. N. McCray was married 
when a young man, anu removed to what is HOW 
Union Township, Saline County, Ark., in 1'S37, 
there entering land and partly improving it, when 
he sold out and went to what is now Grant County. 
He bought a claim anel improved it, but some 
years after returned to Saline County. and settled 
ill Union Township, the second time in 1842. 
Later be bonght a farm on Saline River. His 
remaining days were spent in Benton, his death 
occurring March 27, 1886. He was a member of 
Benton Lodge No. 34, A. F. & A. M. His wife 
died in 1865. Henry H. McCray passed his boy
hood day~ on the farm, and was educated in the 
subscription schools of Saline County. He en 
listed at Little Rock, in 1862, in Col. Crawford's 
regiment for three years or during the war, and 
was engaged in scouting, being transfened to 
Col. Hawthorn's regiment of infantry, where he 
was principally engaged in Texas. He was 
paroled at l\Iarshall, Tex., in May, 1865, when he 
returned to Saline County, becoming engaged in 
farming. He married in November, 18GR, 1\1ise., A. 
J. Frances Pelton, a native of Saline County, and. 
danghter of James and Arrilla (Williams) Pelton, 
of IIlinoi'3. Mr. Pelton came to the Louisana 
Territory whpn a young man, was married hen" 
and settlpd in what is now Beaver Township, 
f:laline County, Ark. He settled on a claim of 
eighty acres given by the territor} to actual set
tlers, where he made his home uutil his death in 
1 S ...l:("t HiH esteemed wife survived until 1876. 

Grandfather Berry Williams was a native of North 
Carolina, was in the ,Val' of 1~12.andatavery 
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earl)' day came to Arkansas. His dpath oCClUTPl1 
in what is now Grant County, in lkG4-. Mr. 
McCray settled in 1872 npon a farm, where UP now 
resides, which is onE' of thE' oldest RetLled places 
in Saline County. He haR also o[)(>IlE'cl up COll

siderable land, and bas now abont 100 acres 
under cultivation, owning besides 4-1"5 acres of 
well improved land ill Saline Township. Mr. 
McCray and wife are members of thp l\Iethodist 
Episcopal Clmrh, ~outb, and take an activE' part 
in all church WOl'k. They bave been blessecl with 
Rix children: Flora, Clara, J aspH', J ames, Ro~ a 
and Marvin. Mr. McCray has always taken an 
active part in everything which would tend to tbe 
improvement of the town and county, both in a 
material, religious and moral sense. 

McNeelan Lumber Company, onE' of the best 
paying industries in Saline County. is managed by 
enterprising men, a secret of the large pahonage 
accorded them. They are large manufacturers of 
yellow pine and oak lumber, and make a specialty 
of railroad timber. This business was first eotab 
lished in 18'3() by C. H. McNeelan, his father, and 
,John D. McNE'elan, a brother, but in 18b8 the lat 
tel' retirec1 from the firm, and Mr. John A. Russell 
was taken in partnership. Tbis company are by 
far the strongest and most extensive dealerR and 
manufacturers of lumber in the county, being 10 
cated on the St. Louis, hon Mountain & Southern 
Railroad, about twenty miles southwest of Little 
Rock, where they own some 2.2-iO acres of the 
finest timber land in Arkansas, as well as many 
acres or timber in otber sections. The senior 
member, John D. Me Neelan, was born in Pennsyl 
vania and reared in that State, lmt lat!"!' ou moved 
to Obio, where he was married to l\1i:-'R Savannah 
A. Extine, also of Pennsylvania nativity, born in 
182G. Shortly after theiT marriagE' they removed 
to Jennings County, Ind., where Mr. l\IcNeelan 
waR for many years a prominent lumber dealer. 
He lost hib wife in September, ] BiG, but after her 
d~atb continued to reside in Indiana until the year 
1886, when he came to Saline County. He is a 
representative business man, a prominent and 
leading figuTe in commercial circles, and ODe of 
the most popular citizens of Saline County. He 

is a son of George \Y. McNeelan, original1) from 
Ireland, who carue to the Lnited States when only 
five.} ears of age, aud firat sf:'ttled in Penns) h ania, 
but spent the latter da) s of his life ill Ohio. 1\11's. 
John D. McNeelan's father, David Extine, was of 
German origin, and a tailor hy hade. He was 
born in Pennsylvania, "here he followed his call 
ing for some yeaTS, later adopting the occnpation 
of an auctioneer, VI hich hE' carried on with gl'eat 
sueces:; in bis nativE' State and Ohio. Six sons 
and onE' daughter were hOlll to Mr. and Mrs. J obn 
D. McNeelan, of whom C. H. was the thinl. He 
was educatt>d at the public and graded scbools of 
Hopewpll, Ind.. and after completing his btuuies 
entered. at once into the lumber business, in which 
he bas contirHwd ever since. He at first remained 
with his father, but later e"tablished a businpss on 
his own responsibility in Indiana, whic'h be can-ied 
on with success until coming to Saline County, 
Ark., in ] 88G. In] S81 be was IDal ried to Anna 
M., daughter of James and Elizabeth \YiIFon, of 
Obio, where Mr. ,Yilson resided all hio life. 1\1rs. 
,Yilson afterward removed to Illdiana. but is now 
residing with her daughter. .lUI's. C. H. ThlcNeel an. 
The latter was born in Salem. Obio, and by her 
marriage becamE' the mother of foul' rhildren, of 
wbom three are yet living. In politics l\1r. C. H. 
McNeelan is a stanch Hepublican, and rast his firo;t 
presidential yote for Grant in 1872. He is a shrewd 
financier, a representative bn~iness man. and Olle 
of th!" best pOfited mpn on lumber affairs in Arlcan 
sas. The j uuior member of the firm, J obn A. 
Rusfiell. was horn in Saline County in 18fj3, and 
is a "on of Han. Alexander Russell, of wbom a bio 
graphical sketch i:-:; found. elsewhE're in this volume. 
John A. was l'earE'd on a farm, and educated at the 
public fichools of lIlt-> native State, and after acquir 
ing a thol'ough knmdedge of the Englif'b brauches, 
taugbt school himself for a numher of years. In 
IbS~) hp and bis father established and operated 
tbe Sic1dell l\Iill, which was afterward purchafiec1 
by this company, for whom 1\11'. RusFell tllC'O Hcted 
as book keeper until the year ] ~\'-<" when he was 
taken in as a partner. He is now activdy iute>!' 
ested in the lllHllagpment of the bu"ine:;~, and has 
cbarge of the company's store. he~idps acting as 
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postmaster for the town of Siddell. l\Ir. RusHell 
was first married in 18~;) to Wlihs Anna Oameron, 
of 1\lisRissippi, who died Dec8111ber 2;), 1ghG, anu 
in Jnne, 1""8S, he was united in marriage to 1\Iihs 
J emlie 1\IcFadden. of Olark County. In politicH 
he is a Democrat, and cast his first prec,iueutial 
vote for Cleveland in 1qS-t. He is a YOUrtg llJaU of 
pluck, enteI'prise and the proper lmsillPt-lR ~pirit, 

and promises some day to be a lealler in the com 
mercial circles of Saline County. 

J. Y. 1\Iashhurn, a prominent farmer of f:3aline 
County, and one of its leatliug citizens, was born 
in Talladega Oounty, Ala.. on the 24th of January, 
18-15, and I'eared on a farm. His parents were 
poor people, and, as for the greater part of his 
youth he was forced to hE'lp towanl their tlUPPOl't, 
was unable to attend the schools as mnch as he 
desirecl HE' fieI'ved eighteen months during the 
war and was a member of Col. Barhies' battalion, 
operating in Alaballla and Georgia. He was 
engaged in a number of skirmisheR, amI fought 
bravely until the ':mrrellller at Talladega, Ala. 
After that event he returned home, and in 186f3 
removed with his parents to Saline County, Ark., 
and the following year was mal'l'ied ill that place 
to Sal'ah L., a daughter of Abl'aham and 1\lary 
Elrod, who ('arne from Hall Oounty, Ga., to Sa 
line County, Ark., at an E>arly period. 1\11'. Elrod 
was a succe%ful falmer, and becamE> Olle of the 
best known citizens of the lattpr (,OUIlty during 
his residence at that vIaee. 1\11'8. l\Ia:-,hlmrll was 
burn in Hall County, Ga., awl carne to ArkaIl'3as 
with her pareIlts when eight yearh old. Mr. 
l\l,u·,hburn moved on hi" present farm in 1""~(), 

and uow owns about 101 aere,., of ferblp land with 
some forty acres unupl' cultivation, aHa has made 
it a1l hy his own enterprise ana jucliciou:-, manage 
IDPnt. For four YE>ars he hel(l tbe offie'e of jllsti('e 
of the peace in Hurricane TownRbip, and for the 
saille length of time was justice of the p~acp of 
Bryant rrownship. In politics he i~ a btanrh Df'm 
ocrat and cast his first prebidential vote for Sey
mour in ] ')(58, and has always stoutly upbpld the 
principleR [lnd men of his party. In secrE>t socie 
tips he is a lllPlDber of Bryant Lodge No. 44], 
A. F. &, A. JU., and is L;t-'nior warden, and also bej 
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longs to the Agricultural -Wheel. He amI wife 
are members of the Missionary Baptist Church, 
aUd arp prompt in ai(ling IWNY worthy enterprise 
that ('ames to thpir !lotiCE'. 

Man.;hal 1\1. 1\'Iashlmrn, thp father of J. Y. 
Ma..,bhnrn, i" an old resident of f:3aline County, and 
Wf,]l known 1hroughout the B1llTOUncling country as 
an upright and conscientiouR man in all his deal 
ings. He was Lorn in Abbeville District, H. C., 
in 1~17, and is a Ron of Daniel and Dorinda 
(Hughes) Mashburn, of North Carolina and South 
Carolina, respectively. The mother wa.s married 
three times, Daniel Mashburn being her second 
hn'3band. \Yhen Marshal was twel ve YE'ars old they 
moved to Alabama, wherE' the father died, and 
1;efo1'e the war the mother was married to John 
Harris, her third husband. In 1Cj7G they came to 
Salinp Connty, where the mother died on Novem 
bel' 5, 1'382, at the age of eighty-six years, a de 
vout illelliber of the Baptist Church. f:3he was a 
danghter of Moses Hughes, of f:3outh Carolina, who 
afterward moved to Alabama, where he became a 
well known farmer, bnt fell a victim to iutemper 
ance. His father was N atllaniE'l \Yells, of Penn 
sylvania, and of Welsh origin, who fought in the 
Revolutionary \\'ar. Mosps was a little boy with 
his father in that war. Daniel l\fashburn was a 
farmE'r all his life ailll an honest man. He was a 
Baptist in religious faith and liberal in his contri 
butions to charities that came under bis notice. 
He was a SOil of Matt Mashburn, who died in North 
Carolina, and after his father's uecease went to 
South Carolina, then to Alabama, where he resided 
until his death. 1\farshal 1\1. waR the oldest ('hild 
of his mother's second marriage and received a 
fair education in his native place. In 18i1S he was 
married in Talladega County, Ala., to Martha J., 
a danghtl?T of JoLn Moore, of that StatE', and be 
came the father of twelve childl'pn of whom nine 
are yet living. Mr~. Mashburn was born in South 
Caro1ina and died in Saline County, Ark., on June 
n, 1875. Those of their children who arE' living 
are: Jane H. (wife of Allen Adams), J. Yancy, 
Susan A. (wife of Jonathan Adam"), Daniel H., 

NaDcy E. (wife of Asa Baxley), Rufus 0., one t 
daughter the wif" of Ve,ta Carmichael, Fra:. 
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A. (wife 01 Nicholas BriggA), and Virginia P. (wife 
of Rufus C. lHorgan.) They are all married, and 
Mr. Mashburn can boast of having forty grand
children, besides a nu.mber of great granc1childrpn. 
His second marriage occurred in 187G to Mrs. Olive 
A. Ball, an estimable wiuow and a daughter of 
Joshua and Elizabeth Moore, of North and South 
Carolina, respectively. 1\11'. and Mrs. Moore were 
married in the latter State bnt moved from there to 
Morgan County, Ga. The father iR residing now 
in Coweta County, at the age of ninety one years. 
He is a prominent fanner and a member of the 
Methodist Church, as was also his wife, who dieu in 
1838. 

T. C. J\Iays, editor anu proprietor of the Ben
ton Courier, is too well known to ll8ed a formal in
troduction to the people of this section, but cer
tainly this volume would be incomplete without 
giving his name prominent mention. He is a na 
tive of the "Buckeye" State, and was born in 
'Vaynesburg, in FE'bruary, ] 8-iO, being the seventh 
son and child of a family of nine children born to 
Andrew and Rebecca (Ryan) Mays. The former, 
of old Virginia stock, was born in 1790, while his 
wife was a native of Ohio. He was a builder and 
contractor by trade, and in politics was a Whig, 
hut very conservative. Himself and wife were 
members of the Methodist Episcopal ChUl'ch. His 
death occurred iu Los Augples, Cal.. in 1885, at 
the auvanced age of eighty five. He had lived in 
the latter State one year prior to his death, but 
had been a resident of the same town in Ohio for 
sixty years. Of the family of nine chilurell born 
to l\Ir. and 1\1rs. J\lays four arA now living: Madison 
(a man of family, and a wealthy farmer. lives at 
\Vayueshurg, Ohio), \V. O. (has a family and lives 
at Mossman, Iowa, where he has a fine farlll) , Ar 
retta (is the wife of Amos Fell, a bUfliness man of 
Los Angeles, CaL), and T. C. (is the subject of thi~ 
sketch,) The last nan.led waB educated in the COlll

mon schools of Ohio, and at the age of six.teen 
years was sent to l\Ieadville, Penn.. to attend col
lege. After a short time he grew tired of college 
life, and E'ntered the office of the Crawford Count)' 

declared he returned to his native State, and in 
answer to hi8 country'ti call offered himsplf and 
was accepted as a volunteer in Henator Sherman's 
Sixty fifth Ohio Volunteers. He entered as a cor
poral, but was promoted to second sergeant after 
the battle of Stone River. Thi'3 ofnce he was 
given for meritorious conduct, and he served in 
that capacity until neal' the close of the war, retir 
iug as captain. He participated in the battles of 
Shiloh (under Gen. Buell), was with RORecrans at 
the battle of Stone River (where he was wounded 
in the left shoulder). with Tholllas at Chickamauga, 
and there received a gun shot wound in the- left 
hantl. He was subsequently put in charge of a 
vptel'an corps company at N a'3hville, where be re 
mained. until the expiration of his enlistment, be 
ing honorably discharged as captain of Company 
A, Fifth Battalioll Veteran Reserve Corps. Then 
entering the po':>t quartermaster's departmpnt he 
remained as chief clerk of the camp aIld garrison 
equipage. Upon retnrning to Ohio l\Ir, l\fays 
filled a position as local reporter on the Cincinnati 
Enquirer for one year, afterward conducting 
the Crawford County Forum, at Bucyrus, Ohio, 
for two years. Subsequently he served as city 
ellitor of the Fort 'Vayne (Ind.) Sentinel for 
three years, and then founded the Auhurn Courier, 
which he conclucteu eight years, during that time 
being electeu and ~erving two terms as clerk 
of the House of Rept'f'''lentative;..;, in the State legis
lature (October, 181'4: and 18(8). In connection 
with other parties he e~tablishE'd the first paper at 
Sil ver Oliff, Colo. In 1SSO he went to Hot Springs, 
where he published the Daily TE'legraph, and 
changed the namE' to the Eyening Star. One year 
later the paper was consolidated with the Daily 
Sentinel, being puhlished under the nallie of Sen
tinel, of which he was editor until the presidential 
election in 1SS-t.. In December, 1~<j4:, Mr. l\lays 
wput to Kan~a8 City, and while er:gaged as reporter 
for the Times acC'ompanied Gen. Hatch on his E'X 
pedition to Oklahoma, in driving Capt. Payne (lut 
of that tenitor). Rpturning to Little Rock, he 
wa'3 connected with the Arkansas Gazette in various 

j 
Democrat, serving three years, at the end of which capacitie~ until failing health eansed him to cease 
time he was foreman of the office. The war being his efforts in this direction, and he came to Beu

t 
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ton. October 10, JSQ8, be purchased the Saline 
Courier, the nallle of which was cbange(l to Ben
ton COllrier, Rnd since that time 18 has oet'n 8U 

gaged in the pt1blication of what has becoIllE' one 
of the rE'prt?seotative jOUl'wils of thE' COllinHlllity. 
Earnest and sincere in his eclitOl'ials, and baving 
interest" or the people of bis R(10ptel1 bome at 
beart. his paper mE-pts witb R warm weleomt? in the 
homes into whieh it enters. In 1807 JUl'. MaYR 
was married to 1\1iss Emma Mallory, a native of 
Bucyrns, Ohio, and to them waR bOl'n one child, 
Hanlie M., a young man of twenty-one. who holds 
a re.sponsihle position in an office in Fort Wayne. 
Mr. Mays was separated from his wife in 18bG, He 
is a member of Damon Lodge No. --1, KnigbtR of 
Pytbias, at Little Rock, and is a heliever i.n the 
doctrines of the )UE'thoc1ist Episcopal UhurGh. 

Dr. Benjamin S, :Medlock, prominent as one of 
Saline County's pbysicians and surgeons, residing 
at Collegeville, was born in Fayette County, ,Yest 
T\'nn., in 18:lt and is the son of Judge John A. and 
l\Iary (Forsyth) Medlock, born in South Carolina 
in 1812 and in North Carolina in 1812, re"pectively. 
The parpnts resided in that State nntil 18-4.2, when 
they moved to Tippah County, Miss. Tbey made 
this place thpir borne until 1')~)S. and then came to 
Saline COl1nty, Ark, settling uL a point about five 
miles above Benton, and in 1"Su 1 moved to a farm 
near Collegeville, where the Judge still resides 
with his tbird wife. He i~ one of the b~,~t known 
citizens or this county, and a prominent man in 
puhlic life, having ror fonr yeal'R served as county 
and probate judge. In secret societies he is a 
membfl' of Alexander Loc1ge No. B3:3, A. F. & 
A. M. j at Mal)ehale, anl1 also belonge~1 to the 
Chapter and Cnuncil many years. He has been a 
member of the lHethodist Ohn1"('h for about sixty. 

five years. and is a liberal contributor to all l'elig 
ious and educational matters. His father was 
Beujamin :Medlock, of South Carolina, who ('amp 
to Saline County in lRGS, and remained hpre until 
his death, in 1~7.t, at the age or ninety two yea1':-;. 
The latter had seIVt'd in several Indian wars, and 

] 812, awl commanded a North Carolina regiment. 
He was killed during the latter part of that event. 
Benjamin ~. Medlock. the principal in this Rketch, 
was thfl olde~t of eight children born to his pal' 
eIlts, of wholll there are six yet living. He waR 

rf'ared ou his father's farm, and educated at thp 
public schools of his nativp State and in Missis 
sippi. ,Yhen at the age of twenty five} ears he 
commenced the study of medicine with Dr. R. L. 
Bouton, a celebrat8d physician of the latter State, 
and afterward entered the Eclectic Medical In
stitute at Cincinnati) Ohio, from which he grad
uateu in 1801. The Civil \\' ar commencing at 
this ppriod forced him to leave his profession for 
awhile, and he then joined Company E, First Ar~ 
kansa:,> Infantry, with the rank of orderly sergeant, 
and promoted to lieutenant. His service the first 
year covered Virginia, and after" ard he fought in 
the battles of Bull Hun, Shiloh, Murfreesboro, 
Chickamauga, and all thr01.:l.gh tbe Georgia cam· 
pttign. He was captured at Jonasboro, Ga., on 
August 1, 1So.!, but was exchanged with other 
prisoners at Nashville, about ten days afterward. 
and tbpn joined Hood, under whom he fought at 
Franklin anu Na~hvjJle. Later on he joined Gen. 
J ohnstoD, and was with him at the time of the SHr

render. After the war was over be returned to 
Arkansas, and bflgan to practice bis profession at 
Collegeville, wh~re he has since continued. and is 
to day the most successful as well as the oldest 
practicing phYfolician in Saline Connty. His suc 
cess financially has been remarkable, and some of 
his marvelous cures have caused a great deal of 
cOIllment in medical circles. The Doctor has a 
i?p1t>Ddid bome at Oollt>geviHe, and owns about 
] ,050 acres of very valuable lanel in Saline and Pu 
laski Counties, with auont 123 uuder cultivation. In 
July, lSG9, he wa" man·jpd to Miss Jnlia Jennings, 
a daughter of Richard and Julia Jennings, the 
father an Englishman, who went to New Orleans 
on arriving in thi8 cOl1ntry, and in 1837 moved 
from thpre to Little Rock, where he dipt1 in 18--1:7. 

while the mother is now residing with Dr. Medlock 

was noted af, a great Indian fighter Juring that and his wife. Two chihlren were boru to the 

perioc1. The matel'llaI grandfather, Benjamin For Doctor's marri(lgf', of whom one is yet hving, t 
~ __B_y_t_h_,_w_._as_a_l_ie_u_t_e_u_a_n_t_'_OO_l_o_n_e_I_d_u_n_'n_g_t_h_e_TI_'_a_r_o_f~~R~o=s~a=.==F=o=r=a=n=U=~M~~nfulliill~~~ 
~t~ t' 
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been a prominent figure in public life, and in 
1866 67 represented Saline Oounty in the legisla 
ture, anu was chairman of the committees on the 
auditor and treasurer's books, as well as being 
a member of euucational, medical, geological. 
and various other committees. In politics IH~ is a 
stanch Democrat, having cast his first presidential 
vote for Buchanan in 1856, and several times has 
been a delegate to the State convention. In secret 
fl'aternities he is a member of Alexander Louge 
No. 3;)3, and also belongs to the Ohapter and 
Council at New Albany, Miss., but has never 
affiliated with that order at Oollegeville. He and 
wife and daughter belong to the Methodist Epis 
copal Ohurch, South, and take an active intf>re"t 
in all religious and educational matters, the Doc
tor having served from 1874: to 1876 as superin 
tendent of the school board in Saline Oounty. 

j 

Oonstantine H. Medlock, a substantial and 
leading agriculturist of Saline Oounty, was born 
in Hardeman Oounty, West Tenn., in 1833, and is 
a son of Judge John A. and Mary (Forsyth) Med 
lock, of whom a sketch will be found in the biog 
raphy of Dr. B. S. Medlock Oonstantine H. was 
reared from boyhood in Tippah County, Miss., and 
received his education in the log cabin schoob of 
that period. He was married in Ib55 to Nancy J., 
a daughter of Philip and Sarah Smith, the father a 
native of Kentucky and the mother born in Ala 
barna, in which State she also died. ]\11'. Smith 
was manied three times during his life, and 
shortly after the death of his second wife in 1850 
he removed to Oolumbia Oounty, Ark, where he 
was again married, and resided until his ueath in 
1871. 1\1rs. Medlock died in 1863, and three 
children born to her marriage abo died within a 
short time afterward. In September, 1863, 1\11'. 
Medlock was manied to Maria L., a daughter of 
Philip 1\1. and Maria Smith, amI a half sister to 
his first wife. This union gave them two children: 
James F. (who died in ISO£») and Laura V. (,,'ho 
died in IbS5). Mr. 1\ledlock's first occupation was 
in being employed as overseer in l\lissi'3sippi, where 
he remained until 1859, when he came to Saline 
County and located six miles west of Benton. In 
J868 he moved to Collegeville, and in 1870 came 

1~ 

SALINE OOUNTY. 291 

to his present farm about one and one;half miles 
from that place, whE'l'e he owns 120 acres of very 
fertilp land and has some sixty acres uncleI' culti
vation. Dnring the rebellion he served in the 
Oonfederate army, and was a member of Gen. 
Fagan's escort until after the battle of Helena. 
He was then at'l'3igned to Oompany B, of 001. Craw 
ford's regiment of cavalrj, and operated in lUis 
souri, Arkamms and Texas, holding the rank of 
sergeant, and later that of forage master. He took 
part in the battles at Helena, Poison Springs, 
~Iarks' 1\fill, Prairie Grove, Jenkins' Ferry, and 
many hard skirmishes, and also had four brothers 
in the war, all of whom are yet living: John F. 
(was captured and confined at Camp Douglas for a 
long time, and was not released ullti] some time 
after the war was ended), James N. [is referred to 
below], ,Vashington K. (served a short time dur ' 
iug the last days of the war, and is now resid
ing in Garland Oounty), the only sister, Susannah 
v., is the wife of M. O. 0' Bryan, a well known 
merchant at Hot Springs. In politics Mr. Med 
lock is a stanch Democrat, but was formerly a 
,Yhig, and cast his first presidential vote for Fil 
more, in 113;)6. He seTveu about eight years in 
Owens Township as justice of the peace, and filled 
the office in a dignified and entirely satisfactory 
manner. In secret societies he is a member of 
Mabelvale Loelge No. 353, A. F. & A. 1\1., and has 
been waruen of his lodge. He attf'nds the Meth
odist Ohurch. aR does also Mrs, Medlock, and both 
are liberal contributors to all religious and eeluea 
tional ellterprises. 

James N. Medlock, one of the leading mf'r 
chants of Collegeville and postmaster at that place, 
wa:-, born in Hardeman County, Tenn., in 18-4-0, 
and served through tb8 War of the Rebellion. He 
was severely wounded at the battle of Ohickamauga. 
1\Iary M. B('ckham, of Pike Oonnty, Ga., daughter 
of A. J. :Beckham, of one of the leading families of 
that State, became his wife, and they have two chil
dren: Andrew B. Forsyth and 1\Iary A. (both Ii\' 
ing). Mr. J. N. l\IE'dlock and Y. F. :Medlock are 
hath honored members of the Masonic fraternity. 
belollging to Benton Lodge No. BJ, Benton, Ark. 

Tom 1\1. 1\lehaffy, attornE'Y and counselor at 

., 
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law of Benton, Ark, was born in rrippah COUIlty, 
:Miss., in 1I.)3U, b~>ing the elder ill a family of two 
childrpn born to T. L. and R. B. (Bral1l8Y) Me 
haffy. His fath0r. rr. L. lUehaffy, 11 llative of 
Georgia, emigrated to Mississippi in 1'-,~}~. but re
tnrr!ed to Georgia 1n 18l)0. and ill ] SWz, f>Il.l iste(l 
in Thomas Cobb' H l'Pgiment, serving' in the C011 
federate army, till his death, which occurred ill 
ISo;) f1'Onl exposure and measles. His widow, the 
mother of Tom 1\1., moved to Tippah County, 
}Ui'is .. where she remained one year, and i.n 1801'S 
cam? to Hunlcane Town..,hip. Saline COllnty, 
Ark., where she continuecl to reside until ] c.,87, 
then settling at Benton, wher€> she now resides 
with her son. Tom JU. The war had swept away 
all the property she had. and. it bpcame necessary 
to hire this boy to work on a farm. for which she 
receivpd $6 a month. 1\11'. Mehaffy continued to 
work on a farm, and supported his motber and 
Rister till he was nineteen years old. He received 
his education in the public schools of Hurricane 
Town~hip. and attended for three years the high 
s('hoob of Benton, ueglnning when in his twen 
tietL year. He then engagecl in teaching, aL the 
same time applying himself to the e.tudy of law, 
and was aclmittell to the hal' in 1~8U, awl has since 
practiced at Benton, in 8aline County. He ha'! 
taken an active part in politics, is a f>tl'ong Dem 
ocrat, and ha~ lwen city clerk of Benton :-.ince 
18b7. He is a IDewhpl' of Benton Lodge No. 3+, 
A. F. & A. 1\1., of which he is spcretary. He 
waR married ill 18~:), in Hurricane Town~hlp, to 
:;\lif)s Annie A. Poe, a nativ0 of Grant County, 
and dangbtE'l' of .James lH. awl tlal'ah (Swaffonl) 
Poe. )11'. Poe is a native of Alabama. H€> came 
to Arkausas at a yprj early day, an(1 i.., HOW a 1'('si 
dent of Haline County. 1\1r. MeLaffy haR ~een a 
vast changp in SaliIle County ~in('e hi;., buyhoou. 
da}s. He has tanght in every school that he at 
tended as a stnrIelJt. being principal of the Benton 
gl R(led schools in 1'-,~I), anu. hac.., al\\ It) s taken an 
active part in everything for the gooa of the town 
ancl county. Mr. and Mrs. :\Iehaffy ,up both 
melDbE'r~ of tLe :Methodist Episcopal Church. 
South. awl take an Iwtive part in all church work, 
he being ~nperintendent of the Sunday scbool at 
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Benton. HI" is also secretary of tbp ochool board, 
and tal\(>') a strong int('l'E'st in 8duca.tiollal advance
ment. 

A. . .T. Mewr·r, farmer and stock raiser of Saline 
'rownship, wa~ born iu Van Buren County, Ark., 
1\Ia1'cb :W, 1r.;:-1: 7, and is a SOll or Allen and Hachel 
(OvPl':-lheet) l\1pwer, natives of Tpllnessee and Ken 
tucky. Allen Mewer was 11 iarmer and came to 
Arkansas ~ollletime in 1~mg, settling in Van Buren 
County; he at one time was engaged in boating on 
the Hed Hiver, but at the time of his death, which 
occurred the clay our subjf::lct waF, born, he was liv 
ing on a farm. Mrs. l\Iewf'l' mauied again, her 
second husband being .J. O. Ellis, a native of Ten
llE''3See and a prOSp€mHlS farmer. By her first mar
riage she had three children: A.. J., George A.. ann. 
Margaret E. The former received but little school 
iog in youth, the facilities at that time being very 
rueager. He started out to work for himself when 
about twenty, and engaged as a farm hand in lUis 
sissippi for $R 50 per month, later, or in 1867, re 
turning to his home in Lonoke Connty, where he 
farmed until ] 870. Subsequently he worked at 
the saddle and harness h'aae in Auc.tin, Ark, and 
Little Rock. On July ~V, 1b'l3, 1\11'. Mewer was 
marriecl to Miss Sally A. Eagle, a native of Al'kan 
sas, and the daughter of James and Charity U. 
Eagle, natives of Georgia and t;outh Carolina. 
lUI's. l\Iewer is a sister of Gov. James P. Eagle 
[whose sketch appeal's in this volume]. After bis 
marriage Mr. Mewer continueu farming till 1883, 
w hen he came to Salille County and purchased a 
farm of 2-1:8 acres tell miles north of Benton. In 
1i.586 he traded this farm in Beaver Township for a 
farm in Saline Township, on which he lives, and 
anotbf>l' in Bryant Township, the two farms now 
comprising 110 acre'3. In audition to this prop 
<.'l'ty he owns 273 acres in Lonoke County with 
about 130 nnaer the plow. During his residence 
ill BE'aver Township he carried on the mercantile 
llU,>ine"lS, and in 1S~:i formed a partnership with 
T. J. Bragg, continning the bl.1sine~s until 181)5, 
when he bought 1Hr. Bragg' 8 intere~t and cantin 
ned the bn..,ineqs in his own namf'. The December 
following hf' tradecl farms as stated above, and two 
weeks later moved his stock of good"! to the farm, 
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where he now resides. In connection with the since that time. With his drng' and general mer 
store, which he successfully cOlHluctp(l on his farm, chandise, milling and farming pursuits, it would 
be ran a peddling wagon for about one year. He seem that he could not do justice to thorn all, but 
then sold his merchandise, and sinre that time bas he certainly does, and has proved himself equal to 
given hi", attention to agricultural pursuits, though anything he unuertaJres. He owns 700 acres of fine 
during the last year has been in the beef bnsiness. land, with over 100 in au excellent state of culti 
Mr. 1\lewer i8 a Democrat, but not active in polito vation. The school board realize him to be one of 
ical circles. He has held the office of scbool direc- their influential members, and he was justice of the 
tor in the school difltrict for SOllie time. Himself peace for some years. 1\11'. and Mrs. Mitchell are 
and wife are members of the MethoLlist Episcopal members of the Baptist Church, and the former is 
Church, in which the fonner is steward. He is a a member or Fair Play Lodge No. 32, A. F. & A. 
public spirited man and contributes generously to M., ahw being identified with Benton Lodge No. 
all church anu school enterpri~es. 13H), K. of H. Traskwood realizes in 1\Ir. 1\Iitch 

A. P. Mitchell, the well known postmaster and ell one of its most enterprising and influential cit
merchant, of Traskwood, Ark, is a native of Ten- izens, and Olle who is always l'eady to sllpport all 
nessee, and was born in Hardeman County, Tenn., church and school matters. 
on December 3, 184:5. His father, Dr. Alphonso Samuel A. Mitchell owns a large well im
Franklin, a nativf\ of Iredell County, N. C., born proved farm of 266 acres in Section 30, Saline 
November 0, 131o, moved to Tennessee when quite Township, Saline County, on which he l'esides. 
young, and remaineu there until 1831; he then He was born in this county in 1837, being the Sf'C
came to Saline County, Ark., aml i", now residing ond in a family of eight children. His father, Dr. 
three and one half miles from Benton. He is one Alphollso Mitchell, was a native of Iredell County, 
of the prominent and popular physicians of the N. C. He married in Hardeman County, Tenn., 
county. His wife, whom he married December J\;Iiss Sarah A. Phillips, and in 1849 came to Sa
19, 184"*" was formerly Sarah Ann Phillips. A. line County, Ark., settling on a farm near Benton, 
P. Mitchell was reared Oll a farm and received his where he rommenced the practice of medicine, being 
education in the sc10010.; of Benton, later on spend- one of the early physicians of the county. Hf' had 
ing one year in school at Chatfield Point, Tex. a large practice dllring the next thirty years, when 
The year 1Sil witnessed his marriage to Miss he retired from active liff' and now resides with his 
Nancy H. Hawkins, a native of Arkansas aud the wifeou the old homestead. ~Ir.l\litchell was reared 
daughter of J. H. Hawkins, one of the old settlers on the farm and f'cluC'ated in the public schools of 
of Saline County. To this union were born the fol Benton, commencing farming for himself on the 
lowing children: John F. (born February 7,1872, place where be now resideb in lS78. He has 
teachiug in the public schools of Saline), ~Will- about eighty acres under cultivation, with an ex 
iam A. (horn J auuary 2'3, 1874, also a teacher), cellent frame housf' and other buildings, and is a 
Alphonso C. (born ,July If3, It:;77), 1\lary H. (born lover of fine stock. Hf' raises cotton, ('orn and 
July 2H, 1879). and Frederick (born May 28, 18'11.) oats in great abundance. In 1RS3 he erected a 
In the winter of 188!) Mr. Mitchell was hen~ft of large cotton gin and grist mill combined, having 
his wife, and September 10, 18'-,O, he married his the largest gin in this section of the connty, and he 
serone] and present wife, Mrs. Rachel Hawkins, the has better facilities for doing good work than allY 
widow of .rohn Hawkins. In 1hS 1 Mr. l\litchE'll other. The machinery in this estahlishment cost 
was appointed postmaster at Traskwood, ana is $1, :-300. Mr. Mitchell was married ill Collegeville, 
still holding the office, having also filled the posi- Saline County, in September, 1S7H, to Ermin Glidf'
tion of deputy postmaster ever since it was estab well, a nati ve of Saline County, and a daughter of 
lished in 1S74. In lS77 he erected a mill and cot - J o 1m' and Sarah (Baram) Glide,veII. 1\11'. Glidewell 

~~_._t_o_n_g_i_n_,_W_h_ic_h_h_e_h_a_f-l_h_p_e_n_R_l_lc_c_e_s_s_fU_I_l_Y_O_I_J_er_a_t_i_ll_g__'_v_a_s_a_n_a_t_iv_e_o_f_,_r_e_st_E'_I_'n_T_e_ll_n_E'_s_s_e_e,_a_n_d_C'_c_U_lJ_e_t_o_H_'a__ t . 
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line Oounty in about 1851, when he settled at Bell
ton. He is by trade a gnnsmith. Later they lliove.d 
to Oweus Township, where they now rt:>side. 1\11'. 
1\litchell is a strong Democrat, and is a IlJpmber 
of SalinE' Lodge No. 13] 7, Knights of Honor. He 
owns a farm of forty acres of fine bottom land, 
fifteen acres of which are nnder cultivation, and 
has just completed a good barn on his homestead 
2-1:x36 feet. He is the father of thE' following chil 
dren: Fannie, James, Edward, GI'over and Oaleb. 
1\I1'. 1\IitchE'll has not only made his own way in thE' 
world but has done his sharE' to bring abont the 
prE'sent improvement of Saline Oounty. 

j 

A. H. Murphey, farmer, of Marble Town~hip, 
Saline County, was born in this county, within one 
half mile of the placE' on which be now resides, in 
the yeaI' l8GO. His parents were Robert and Nancy 
(Hogan) :lHurphey, natives of Alabama, who came 
to Arkansas in 18;:;0. settling on the place which 
his son now occupies. In ]858 Robprt :Murphey 
was elected to the legislature of this State, and in 
IbGO was his own successor, serving four years. 
His tprm covered the exciting period when the 
State sece(led, though he opposed Becesf->ion. On 
acconnt of his age he was not in the war, but was 
wounded by the Unite<1 States troops and taken to 
Little Rock, where he dil'd in prison in ] b()3. He 
was a man of considerable propE'rty, owning some 
slavf's and a large amount of f'ltock on his ranch, 
which included 1no acres of land. nine miles wpst 
of where his son lives. He was twice maniecl, the 
first time, abont lS20, having by this marriage two 
children, both deceased. His second marriage 
was to the mother of our subjpct, abuut 1H-t7, 
and bix children were given them, byo of whom 
survive: I. B. (in Pnla~ki County), and A. H. 
:lHurphey. )Irs. l\Iurpbey was married the secoIHl 
time to Hugh McKinley, who died in uno, his 
wife following him ill 1'-582. Mrs. McKinley was 
a member of the nlethodist Epi~copal Uhnrch, and 
a devout Christian. 1\11'. 1'1ul'phpy was a IUE>mber 
of Benton Lodge, A. F. & A. 1'1., and was qnite 
prolllinent ill the OHler. He wa., alE>o very active 
in politics, being an advocate of Democratic prin 
ciples. A. H. Murphf'Y lived with his mother un
til U:l7~. when he commenced farming on his own 
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accord. He and his brothi'lr owned the old home 
stead, where they worked tOgt,ther until 18S8, 
when h8 purchased his brother's share. Thl' place 
then contained H)O acres. He has sinee added 1GO 
acrps, making a fille farm of ;~~W acres, eighty im 
proved, with good farm buildingR, harns, etc., and 
plenty of stock to nUl thE' place. He was married 
in 1~7!) to l'Iiss lYlary S. Glenn. a native of this 
State and daughter of C. T. and Amanda Howard, 
natives of TennesE>ee, and the parents of nine 
children, Sf'ven of whom are now living: David, 
Mary S. (wife of A. H. :Murphey), Jane (wife of 
1. B. Murphey), Sarah (wife of J. W. Newkirk), 
J. \Y., J. C, aml Laura B. JUl'. and 1\1:rs. Glenn 
reside in Hunt County, Tex., moving there from 
Garland County, Ark., in 1888. ~fr. Murphey is 
not very active politically, but supports the Demo
cratic party. He is also a member of the A. F. & 
A. M. In the schools he takes much interest, and 
lends his influence to all worthy enterprises for 
the advancemen t of the interests of his county. 

David S. Ramsey, farmer and stock raiser of 
Shaw Township, is a native of Georgia, and was 
born in Hall County, March -1-, 1~:27, being the 
son of ~\yilliam and Cynthia (Gess) Ramsey, both 
natives of Georgia, who werE" married in that 
State. ,rilliam Ramsey was a farmer amI one of 
tlH' first settlers in that portion of Georgia. Be 
was a quiet and good citizen, and in politics was 
a ·Whig. He died with sicknesb anc1 is buried near 
Dalton. He left his wife with the following fam
ily: Elizabeth (wife of \Y illiam Payne, a farmer 
of Georgia), Rhoda Allen (widow of Allen), Polly 
Ann (wife of David Smith, of Whitfield Oounty, 
Ga.), David S., Nancy U. (wife of C. F. Payne, 
of Howard County, Ark.), Wilson L. (died in the 
army and was buried near Holly Springs, Miss.), 
Harriet ,J. (wife of Thomas Blackwell, farmer of 
Faulkner County. Ark.), and \YilllUrn B. (killed at 
the siE"ge of Atlanta, in 18G-t, and buried there. ) 
David 8. was reared to farm life, being deprivea. of 
the opportunity to attend school, for, at the death 
of his father, he, as the oldest son, was obliged to 
as:;;nme a great respollsibility. ThiFi he did faith· 

fully, giving everything he made to his mother t 
until he was twenty two years old. vVhe-n about 
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fifteen years olel he worked fOl' ] 2 ~ rents pel' day, 
in order to be of some help to the family. In 
] 8-1:D he llutrried Miss Catherine Turner, a !laugh 
tel' of Louis Tlll'n8l', and a native of Georgia. 
After his marriage Mr. Hamsey engaged in farill
ing for two years ill Georgia, but in the fall of 
185-1: callie to this county. rrLe firl->t five yean; of 
his residence her€' he r€'nted land, and spent most 
of his time in hunting, as that was a source of 
great profit, producing sometimes as high ,as $1;) 

per day. In IS;);) he entered loll acres of bottom 
land at 75 cent~ per acre. He added to this L~' 
bllying and homesteading until he had 640 arres, 
and now has all but 1()() whic~l he has given to his 
chil(lren. He has clE'ared ];)0 acres and built a 
good substantial house. From the time of the 
settlement to the war he lived on Section 3], 
Township 2, Range 14, and sinc€' then has lived 
one mile east of that place. lHr. Ram'Sey came to 
Arkansas to secure a home and escape paying rent 
and is much pleased with his choice. He speaks 
in high praise of the country, and thinks it the 
only place to livE' in. He says there is a good 
market for all kinds of prou.urts, anu. it is his 
de:-.ire that people ,.,hall enter who will help build 
up thE' county. ,Yhen the war uroke out he en 
li8ted in the scout service. under Gen. Fagan, and 
remained with him till the close of hostilities in 
18G5. He Wti':i in the battles of Mount Elby, awl 
at that time was slightly wounded. also taking 
part in tue engagement of Pilot Knoh, and was 
paroled in NaYalTO County, Tex. At the close of 
the war he returned to the place where he now 
resicle8, having maae numerons iwprovements 
since that time. JUl'. and Mrs. Ramsey are the 
parents of twelve childr€'n, eight of whom sUl'Yive: 
\\' ilIiam T. (born November -i, 1 ')-iU). Elizabeth 
(born October 2..t.. 18;) 1), Cynthia (born J annary 
12, 18;)2), ,John ,Yo (born .July J, 1,-\;),-\), JelllH'8 A. 
(born October 8, I8(2), rrhomas F. (born October 
J2, 18n,), Sarah F. (born August 31. 1S(3), 
J08eph S. (born Odober ~), ] 1.,(55), amI Rhoda Ann 
Belle (born January U. ttl,;)). 1\Ir. Ramsey is a 
supporter of the Baptist doctrinp, and hi.., family 

a.re mCehmbers of tHhe l\1ethodi8t Episcopal and Bap 
el tIRt Hyches. c j, a member of Lodge No 

1319. K. of H., Benton, Ark, anLl though he takes 
no active part in politics i.., a stanch Dpmocrat. 
His farm i8 stocked with mule", hor~eR, hogs and 
cattle. He take~ an active part in amI give8 his 
support to all pnterprises for the good of the 
county. 

T. J. Robert,,>, among the mo,,>t prominent farm 
ers ancl stock raisers of this county, was born in 
North Carolina. in 182;). and is the son of Thomas 
and Eliza (Warlick) Roberts, native'3 of the State 
of North Carolilla. Thoma'3 Rol)(-'rts was a farmer, 
school teacher and surveyor, and resided in the 
county of his birth until hib death, The Great
grandfather \\Torlirk sC'l'ved in the Revolutionary 
\r aI', together wi th four brothers. They were all 
killed, the grandfather meeting hi'S death at the 
hands of Tories and Indians while at home. The 
three brothers are mentioned in United States 
bi;;,tories, as men deserving of emnlation. Thomas 
Roberts and wife were the parents of twelve chil 
(hen, nine living till maturity. and four still snr
viving: RufuR A. (in Dalla... Connty, Tex.), Lucinda 
1\1. (wife of Henr) Schank, in Clpveland Count.\', 
N. U.), Oynthia E. (wife of ~\lr. Griffen, in Ada), 
and Thomas J, Thomas Roherts died in ] 8·12. at 
the age of furty two years. He was horn August 
H), ]800, married Al1gU~t jfi, 1321, and died 
August If). He was a memher of the Baptist 
Church, and took quite an active part in the inter 
est of his country as a Illember of the \Yhig party. 
1\1rs. Roberts, who was a member of the Baptist 
Church, died August If), 184-:1:, at the age of thirty 
nine or forty. \Vhen the mother died Thomas 
was only seventeen} ears of age, hut he was com 
pelled to shift for himself. He began by learning 
the tanner's trade. while hib olde:-.t brother was a 
fladdler, the next a tanner, alHl the two younger 
practitioners of medicine. In 1~-l-() the young mall 
moved to TennesRee, and settleu in Oreene County, 
buying a tanyartl Olle awl one-half miles from 
Bulls Gap. There hp lived for seyen ) earc;. lllOV 

iug to this county in 1~;):-3. Bnyiug a tanyaI'd, he 
remained here for ~even ) ears. relllO'\ ing thence to 
,Yhite HiveI'. Independence Count.'. ill 1,,(in, set 
tling on ,\VLite Hiver, ('lo~e to Col. Morgan ~lag 
ness, his third C'on:-,in, He remained in that place 
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and Batesville for two years, when, in H162, he 
moved neal' Little Rock. HE're, twelve miles north 
of the city, on the old Howell tanyaI'd, he ran a 
tanyaI'd for one year. He then returned to hiH 
old homestead in thi~ county, and resumed his old 
business, which he continued until 1\.)7;) or 1q7\). 
He abo made saddles for somp time after the war. 
In 184H he was married to Mrs. Mary L. Dickf,on, 
nee Houser. Eight children were born to them: 
Elizabeth (wife of T. J. Highlawl, who lives in 
Hot Spring Oonnty), Coruelia (wife of William 
\Villiams, who lives in this county), Mary L. (at 
home), John T. (dE-ceased), \Yilliam S. (lives in 
this county), Rufus P. (ueceased, family resides in 
Mississippi), l\forgan L. (at home). and. Faithie 
A. (wife of P. J. Bradfield,) Mrs. Roberts was 
the mother of OIle child by hp1' first husband, J. F. 
Dickson, Nancy J. (widow of J. \Yilliams.) JUl'. 
Dickson died August 16, 18--15. Mr. Roberts was 
postmaster at Blocher, in 1<)81, and has served his 
township ( Marble) fourtepn years as justice of the 
peace. He and his wi fe are both members of the 
Baptist Church, and he is a believer in the prin 
ciples of Democracy. Both the grandparents of 
:\Irs. Roberts served in the Revolutionary \Yar, 
being at the battle of King's Mountain. Grand 
father Houser live(1 within two an(l one half miles 
of the battlefield, and her father bought the land 
on which the battle was fought. The paternal 
grandm()ther lived to be one hundred and five 
years okl. Her old home still "tands, being made 
of otone. The maternal grandfather, Benjamin 
Jones, was all through the war, awl was some 
eighty yean. old when he died, his wife Faithie, 
living to be eighty or eight} fivp year:-; olu. rr. J. 
Roberts owns 180 acres or land, with fifty acres 
under cultivation. As a resort for trave1pri-, and 
tOlll'ists :Ml'. Hobert' s place has no superior in the 
State. He has 3 splendid. residpllcP, and. fine 
springs of running waters. He was a piolleer in 

this section of the country. 
O. H. Rucker, a prominent farmer and stock 

raiser of Shaw TownRhip, is a native of Gporgia, 
and was born in Franklin (now Banks) County on 
Octobpr ::30, 1850, the son of Amos and Arnan 
da (Furr) Hucker. Amos Rucker was horn in 

1S~5 in Franklin Oounty, Ga., and his wife in Hall 
County in 18~a. The former was a farmer, and 
also engaged in ginning anu grain tbr0shillg. In 
hifo> political vieW8 he W3'3 Democratic.: and a be 
liever in the doctrine of the Baptist Church. He 
was one of the leading citizeDFl of thp county in 
which he resided, and his dpath, which occnrred 
March 11, IFlRO, wa~ regrettpd by the entire COlll· 

munity. His excellent wifp survives him, and re 
sides on the old homestead. '1'ley were the par
ents of tW81ve children: Sarah L. (Rogel s), Eliza
beth M. (Hay), Paul W. (married) , Hester A. (Kidd), 
M. J. (O'Kelley), S. D. (Davenport), Augustus C. 
(deceased), Claude, lUelissa and Belle (at bome), 
A. C. (ueceaspd) and C. H. (the sub,ject of this 
memoir). C. H. Rucker was reared to farm hfe, 
and received his education in the common schools 
of his native State. \Yhen twenty one years old 
he was ambitions to begin life for himself, so en
gaged in farming, bnt realizing- that it was not 
good for lllan to be alone, he was married on 
October 30, ]870, to Miss :l\Iattie Lile, a native of 
Georgia. ancl the daughter of ,Villiam and Eliza 
(Yarbrough) Lile. After his marriage Mr. Rucker 
continued to reside in Georgia until lb83, when 
he sold his property and moved to Saline County, 
Ark., landing at Benton on November 21, ]883. 
That same year he purchased 130 acres in Shaw 
Township, with about twenty seven acres under 
the plow, awl now has a large and finely culti vated 
farm, not to be surpasspd by any of its size in the 
vicinity. The first five years of hb residence here 
Mr. Ruch:er was in partnership with his brother in 
the ginning, saw and grist milling business, but 
he sold his interest to his brother, and since that 
time has given his exclusive attf'ntion to farming. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ruck{.>r arE' the parellt.., of seven 
children: 'William A. (born September 1:2, 1872), 
Mattie and Minnip (twins, born l\Iarch 11, 187[)), 
Daisy Lee (born Deceml?er 2, 1'-i7 \)), Cicero L. 
(born J anuar) 3, 11..SC,3). and J\Iarvin and Mertice 
(twins, born June G, 1~gG). Marvin died June 20, 
1RS5. MI', Hucker was identified with the tem
perance societies, and the Grange movement while 
in Georgia. He is a Democrat in his political 
views though not an enthu~iast. Himself and 
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family are membel's of the New Friendship Daptist 
Church, in which the former is clerk. He lJaR 

held the office of school direC'tor in hil-:> (listrir-t, auu 
not only takes an interest, but contributes gener 
onsly to all enterprises of a worthy charactPl'. 

P. W. Rucker, farmer, miller and ginn8r, of 
Sbaw Township, was born in Georgia, Nov0mber 
19, 1854:, and l'eceived bis education in his nativE' 
State. He was engaged for three years in the 
mercantile bU'3iness in Bank Connty, Ga., and in 
1880 came to Alkansas, pursuing the occupation 
of farming for three years, after which, in 188;3, 
he embarked in ginning and milling with D. S. 
Ramsey for three years, and then in partnership 
with his brother, C. H. Hucker. They were 
burned out in 18b7, but rebuilt in 1888. In the 
spring of 1'-S89 Mr. Rucker bought his hrother's 
interest, and is now sale proprietor of the plant. 
He is at present erecting a new gin house and mill, 
and is putting in nf'W gin machinery and a Thomas 
press, the be'3t press manufactured, anJ he will 
have the satisfaction of knowing that he has the 
best plant in thf' conntry. In additioIl to his mills 
Mr. R Lwker has 120 acres of land, witb forty under 
cultivation. He was marriP(l, April 15, ] 884:, to 
]\fiss C. K. Ramsey, a daughter of D. S. Ramsey, 
of Saline County. a11(l to them have been born two 
children: AlJgustus A. (born December 29, 18S5), 
and Sammie J. (born March 5, 1889). ]\lr. and 
Mrs. Bucker are members of the :Missionary Bap
tif::,t Church, and Mr. Rucker is never behind in 
contributing and giving his support to all enter 
pri'3es for the good and growth of the county. 

j 

Han. Alexander Russell, a man well known in 
puhlic life, and one of the leading planters in ~a 
line County, was born in Orange County, N, C., 
near Chapel Hill, in 183~, allel is a son of \r illiRm 
anel Jane (Thompson) Russell, Loth natives of the 
same county and f:jtate, the father having bf'Pll 
born in 1800 awl the mother in 1707. The par 
ents were married in the year 1)31, and resided 
in their native place until Hl-l-S, when they came 
by wagon to Saline County. Ark., the trip takillg 
two months. They settled OIL a small improved 
farm in Bryant Township, where they resided un 

1~he mother'" death in lS82, when the father 

then went to live with his childreu, with whom he 
remaine(l until his Jeath on May 27, lSbfJ. Both 
parents were lllembers of the Methodist Church, 
and devout Christian peoplf'. Thf' mother, al 
though somewhat of an invalid all her life, never 
took a spoonful of medicine from a physician, and 
in her old age coulJ read fine print without glasses 
and thread a cambric needle. She died at the age 
of eighty five years, and during her lifp was a 
model housekeeper. Her father, the Hon. John 
Thompson, of North Oarolina, was one of the dis 
tinguished men of that State, and served several 
terms in the legislature. He was well known 
throughout the South, and was one of the most 
prominent men in pullli.c life in that section. By 
occnpation he was a farmer and miller, and was 
very successful in those callings. The paternal 
grandfather, John Russell, was a native of he 
land, and a weaver by trade, who left his country 
from persecution. He took part in the Revolu
tionary \Yar, and after that event moved to the 
State of North Carolina and settled in Orangp 
County, where he resided all his life. His son, 
,\V illiam Russell, previously mentioned, was an 
active and pnterprising citizen of Saline County 
after his arrival in Arkansas, and a well-known fig 
ure in political circles, but never aspired to pub 
lic office. He was a lllember of Benton Lodge No. 
:3-1:, A. F. & A. M., and stood high in ]\1asonic cir
cles. HiI-:> wife had been previously married, her 
first husband having been :Mr. George Johnston, by 
whom she had three :-;ons and one daughter. Ale.. 
Bm3sell was one of foul' children born to the second 
marriage. of whom three were girls, and two yet 
living. He recflived a fair education in thp log 
cahin schools of his birthplace, and by 8(:'1£ tuition 
acquired a gooJ mastery ?ver the English branches. 
Hfl wac; rnarrie<.l in Saline County in the year lS30 
to Sarah, <.laughter of .John and Nancy Nelson, of 
North Carolina, by whom he has had eight chil 
dren, all sons, and four yet living: Hellry Bascom 
(a successful farmer, also engaged in merchandis 
ing}, ,John A. (a well-known Inmbennan). Ezekiel 
and J amfl8 (twins, and ooth teachflrs.). All of 
thpm received the be:-,t of educations. awl the last 
bv 0 at the State U lliversit) . DuriIlg the Civil 
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War Mr. Rnssell enliRterl in Company K. Elev('nth 
Arkansas Infantry, and aft('r about two months' 
servic(' ill health forced him to 1('ave. r )lon 1'8 

covering be joined Company E. f::)l.'cond Arkallbas 
Infantry, Hn(l operated ill T('nltt'ssee, Kentncl\y aml 
~Ii'isis~ippi, taking part in th(' prinr'iral battl('s in 
those States. He held the rank of lieutenaIlt, hnt 
commanded the company almost th!:' entire time. 
After reaching home in ] 'fi-t his party elected him 
to the leg'i~lature, and during his terlll of two 
years was chairman of several select cOlllmittees, 
viz.: On claims, county lines and ciTcuit C0111 ts, 
and was also a member of the Agricultural Com 
mittee and Committee en Elections and Insurance. 
In politics he is a Democrat, and cast his first 
presidel1tial vote for Buchanan in 183(). He is an 
illfineDtial man with his party, and a stanch sup 
port('r of ih~ men and prin<>iples. 1\11'. Russell is 
one of the most activE' citizens in the connty in 
furthf'ring its deve10ppment. He lUtS twice been 
a delegate to the State Agricultural association, 
and for onf' year was ilc.; vice president. In 18/"7 
he was appointed by the Governor as a delegate to 
the cotton convention in Georgia. hut owing to 
sicknE'ss was unable to attend. During the war 
he lost almost his entire property and in fact every 
thing hEl posRf'ssed, but since that time he bas 
again huilt up his furtune in that manner that ex
cite:-. the aumiration of everyone, anel now owns, 
besides his other interec.;tf;;, ~OO acrec.; of fertile land, 
with 100 acres under cultivation. 

Patrick ticott, an estpE'med and popular citizen 
of f::)alillf' Township, was horn in f-)t. Ginir County, 
Ala., December 3, 1 S26, and is thp son of \\' illiam 
1\1. f')cott, one of thE' parly settlers, 1mVjllg come 
here in ] S:3:~. )'Ir. Scott was one of the cOlUlllis 

sioners who laid out and helpp<l to form the present 
survE'y of the f'onnty. He l'('pre<;ented the county 

in an E'arly day Iegislatllre. and was H botanic ph.) 
sician of no meall ability. Patrick ~cott i~ the 
firth in a family of eleven children, ~E'velJ of whom 
arp now Jiying. HI? caml:' to Arkan:-.a'i in the latter 
part of 1 'i;i;~, aml was eduC'atpd in the :-,chool'1 of 
Alabama ana Arkan<.,a:-,. Hp chosf' to follow hiA 

fatLer's occupation, and that he matie a SHccess of 

his choice, that of farming, is proven beyond a 

,. 

doubt. \Vhen twent) -three years old he wa'3 lllar 
riecl to Miss Jant' NC'lRon, a nativE' of North Uaro
lina, and thE' (1anghtpr of .Johu an(l Nanry (Bnrn
sideR) Nehion. SIH' W(l~ born f::)p]lh'mher 23, ] ~2(), 
and marrit'd Angust ~), 1~":H'. '£h(>il' marriage has 
been blessed with ninA cbildrl:'Il: A. VY. (born 
August:J, ] 830, lllarrie(l), Mary rr. (born OctoLer 

-1., Ib3~, died Fehrnnl'Y ], 1 'i3(,). J ObD 1\1. (born 
OctoLer 17, 1 ~5-t, marriell), Lam a A. (horn Decem
ber Hl, ] 1:I3G, now Mrs. TarpJay), Patrick H. (horn 
July ]0, 1859, mauied), ,V. U. (hnrn February 4, 
]8T!, deceased 1\lay ~, lRS5), BE'njalllin T. (born 
1\Iarcb 17, ] 8G4, unmarried and a minister of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church), R. A. (born Febru
ary ]2, ]NWi, mauied) and Samuel B. (borIl 
August 27, ]~69, a student of Fayetteville Univf'l' 
Rity). Shortly after his marriage 1\11'. f::)cott set
tled on thE' farm where he now l'l:'sides, consisting 
of about 2{,O acres with 100 nnder cultivation. 
He erected fine buildings, including house, etc., 
and good fences. The orchards m"e second to none 
in the county, and altogether it iR one of the finest 
farms in that part of the conntry. During the 
last eight or tE'n years 1\Ir. 8cott has made his own 
and neighbors' sorghum. and hab always raise(1 all 
crops neces'3ary for his own usc'. During the war 
Mr. Scott remained at hOlllE', so wa~ npver injured 
nor did he suffer particular inconvenience, con 
sequentIy he harbors no prejudicf's against any 
one. He is one of those quiet, unassuming nwn 
who has never aspired to official positions or filled 
any 0ffice f'xcept that of (lirector of ~chool district. 
In politics hf' siues with the Democrats. He is a 
member of Benton LodgE' No. 3-1.. A. F. ~ A. 1\1.. 
and him<-;el£ and family are members of the l\leth 
odist Episcopal Ghul'ch. 8inC9 ]860 Mr. Scott 
fuas been a Illinister of that church, and in 1&07 
was ordaineu ueacon; in ] ~/" J ordained elder, and 
has always been an earnest worker in the church 
and tinnday s{'hool. He was the leading' spirit in 
locating and spcnriIlg the Salem camp ground in 
1 \)67, which is probably one of thp most noted 
places of that kind in the State, and alpo helped to 
organize the Salem Church in ] ~;)g. l\Ir. Scott is 
not a follower, but a leader in all enterprises that 

betoken tbe gooLl or growth of the country. -,----,;~ 
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Joseph Scott, prominently numbered among 
the pioneer settlers of SalillP County, was Lorn in 
St. Clair County, Ala., in 1820, and was the sixth 
in a family of nine chilul'Pll, of whom sevpn are 
living, LOTn to 'Yilliam Milton anu Armie (Scott) 
Scott. The former was a native of South Carolina, 
and in an early day went to Alabama (about 1~1 '-», 
in 1833 emigrating to this county, thf'11 a wild 
waste and thinly settled, and where game was 
abunclant. He located in P lllaski (now Saline) 
County, and engaged in farming and took an act
1ve part in the county's formation, suhsequently 
serving in the legislature, and also as county and 
probate juc.lge. His death occurred in 1S37. bnt 
his esteemf'u wife snrvived until 18()7. .Toseph 
Scott was reared to farm life, being euucateu in the 
6ubsC'ription schools, and aided in clearing up the 
old homestead. He commenced farming for him
self in Saline Township, and was married here in 
1830 to Elizabeth Dodd, a native of Alabama and 
a daughter of David and Sarah Dodd. who camp 
to Arkansas about 183(). Mr. Dodd served the 
county two terms in the legislature, being a promi 
nent 'Yhig leader. His death occurred in 1870. 
Mr. Scott's first wife died in 1S3\}. By that union 
he had two children, both living: Henry tlcott 
(who resides in Downey, Cal., where he holds the 
position of cashier of a bank), and David 1\1. (en 
gaged in farming in the State of Texas). Mr. 
Scott was again married in 1857, Sarah E. Lind
5ey, of Saline County, and a daughter of Joseph 
and Hannah (Milliner) Lindsey, of Alabama, be 
coming his wife. Mr. Lindsey came to Arkansas 
at a very early day, where hE' engaged in farming. 
Both have been dead for SODlE' years. Mr. Scott 
enlisted in 1864 under Col. Crawford and was with 
Gen. Price in his raid through Missouri, being pa 
roled in 18G5, and returning to Saline County, 
where be resumed farming. He owns a part of 
the original homestead of 1GO acres, and has since 
added to it, owning at this time ()OO acres, 200 of 
which ene under cultivation, elevoted principally to 
corn and small grain. He also l'ai::;es some stock. 
Mr. Scott has been elected on the Democratic 

J 	 ~ic~et tohthe. offices of county judge and pll'obate 
Jlluge, 0 ll1mg these offices for some twe ye or

J 

fourteen years from his fil'st election in ] 834. He 
has also servpd as jllstice of the peace for seyeral 
year". A prominent member of Benton Lodge No. 
;)-i, A. F. &; A. M., Le has been worfo:hipful mas 
tpr spvpral times. He is also a member of the 
Chapter at Little RoclL Mr. Scott lost his second 
wife t;:epteruber '->. 18'->7. who left five cbildren, all 
of whom are living: JOReph B. (marrieu and ill 
Saline, and a teacher by profes~ion), Thomas D. (a 
Methodist Episcopal miniRtel', of Chicot .County), 
Mary Ann (now lUre;. Pelton, of this county). loa 
bella (at home), ,}oha W. (also at home) and one 
child (deceased). Mr. Scott has also served as dep 
uty sheriff. His aid and influence have ever been 
given to the growth and welfare of this lorality. 

'Vinfrey G. Scott, one of the well· known deal· 
ers in general merchandic"e at Benton, Ark., was 
Lorn in t5aline Township, Saline County. in ] S87, 
and is a son of "illiam lU. and Anna Scott, who 
were Dorn in 17~4 and 17\:)9, respectively. The 
parents were married and moved to Salint, County 
in 1".33, settling at a point about five miles north 
west of where Benton now stands. The surround 
ing country at that time was a wildmness. and 
Little Rock itself nothing but a trading post. They 
l'esided at that place for about two years, and then 
settled on the military road, a small improved tract 
of land some three miles northeast of Benton, where 
the father died in ] b37. The mother followed 
him in 1875, dying in the town of Benton. The 
elder Scott was a farmer of wide acquaintance 
during his life, and, as elsewhere mentioned, a 
botanical phY'3ician of extensive reputatioll. He 
served as county judge for some years, and was 
also elected to the legislature. He was a self 
made man in every respect. and was bighly esteemed 
throughout the surrounding country. He was a 
prominent member of the A. F. & A. M. for many 
years. "Tinhey G. Scott ,vas the tenth of eleven 
children born to his parents, and attended private 
schools about three months of the year. During 
the Civil \Yar he served three years in the Confed 
erate army, antI was a lllPrnber of Company E, 
Fil'!-lt Arkansas Infantry, for ahout one year. He 
wa,; dibcharged from thiH company on aC'count of 
ill health. but on recovering joined a eompany of t 
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cavalry in G€'n. Fagan' fl army, and operated one 
year in Arkantias, serving until July, ]~(j+, when 
he was captur€'d in Arkansas and confined for 
nearly three' montbs at Little Rock, and from there 
tak€'n to Altoll, Ill., and kept a pl'iMoner until th€' 
close of the war. He took part in many skirmiflhe!:l, 
the last one being the occasion of bravC'ry, which 
was rewarded with a promotion to lieutenant. In 
1')67 he waH married to Sarah Frances, a daugb 
tel' of 'Villiam S. and Mary Le€', who moved from 
Tennessee, th€'ir native State, to Saline Gounty, 
Ark., where they passed the remainder of their 
days. Mrs. Scott departed this life in 1875, and 
in 1876 Mr. Scott was married to Sarah Emeline, 
a daughter of Thomas and Marium R. Poe, who 
died in what is now Grant County. This marriage 
gave Mr. and Mrs. Scott one son, Thomas M. 1\11'. 
Scott and his family continued to reside on the old 
homestead until the year 18'i3, when he moved to 
Benton, where he has accumulated com;;iuerabl(' 
good business property, and also owns a nice cot
tage residence, all of it having been made by his 
own energy and bUfliness tact. In politics he is a 
stanch Democrat, and a stout upholder of that 
party since he cast his first presidential vote for 
Breckenridge in 1860. He also belongs to the 
Knights of Honor, Saline Lodge No. 1319, and is 
chaplain of that lodge. He and wife are both 
memhers of the l\Ipthodist Ohurch, to which the 
former has belonged for over thirty yearf3. 

E. "\r. Searcy, fanner and fltoek rai~er, of HoI 
land Township, Saline County, whose birth oc
('lured in Alabama, in ] 8-!-7, is the son of Reuben 
ana I"labella (1\IcDonald) f:learc) , both llativef3 of 
Alal)ama. l\1r. Searey movf:'d to Bradley County, 
Ark.. in 18;)7, and remained thf>rE' for Home time. 
He died in 1'i~1, hlR wife surviving him only one 
year. They were members of thp Baptist Churcb, 
and werp married in 1')~;), l)eroming the parents of 
twelve children, nine of whom liveJ to age of rna 
turity (anJ six of whom are now Iiving): Nancy E. 
(deceast-'d, married E. 1\1. Fikes), Isabella (wife of 
"\Y. L. 1\1oore). l\largarett (wife of J. F. Hem.;on), 
Melvina (wife of E. StenRon), J. B. Polina (de
cea!'led, wife of \Y. J. Thomas), J. H. (JeC'pa!'lpd), 
f:larah J. (necpased, wife of "\Y. S. vVbaleyJ, E. 'Y. 

(the subject of this Hketch), Dora E, (wife of Z. 'r. 
Moore), B. Y. (deceasf>d), Sarnb A. (Jeceased), and 
Napoleon (deceaf'>e<l). At the agp of twenty two 
liJ. W. Searey commenced life for himself as a 
farmer in Cleveland County, on his father's land, 
where he remained until the war, going in 1SG3 to 
TE'xa"l with his parents, wlJen-' he continued until 
after the conflict closeJ. In 1SGG he moved to 
Claiborne Pari!'lh, La., but one year later went 
to Drew Oounty, and then to 'rexas, staying one 
year in each place. Returning to Cleveland Ooun
ty he engageJ in farming, and also opened up a 
store of general merchandise, finally selling out 
the laUpr business and turning his whole attention 
to farming. 1\11'. Searcy purcbased his present 
farm in 1 'i86, consisting of 120 acres, twenty acres 
of which were cleared. He now has ovpr eighty 
acres in cultivation, and is prepal'ing to build sp\,
era1 honsef'. He intends to makE' a speeialty of 
f'tock raising. In lSG9 he manied Miss L. C. 
Parks, of Texas, daughter of Newton and J\Iary 
(Moore) Parks. Mr. anJ Mn,. Searcy are the par 
ents of seven children: l\Iary E. (a teacher), James 
N., Lulla B., Ruth, J oim R., Mason and Garland. 
They are both members of the Missionary Baptist 
Church. 1\Ir. Searcy is a liberal patron of both 
church and school work, and of all enterprises for 
the upbuilding and development of hi;;., adopted 
home. He bas just completed a steam power cot
ton and grist mill combined, and thoroughly under 
standing the bLlsiness, will undoubtedly enjoy <t 

large patronage. 
H. Carlton Shaw. Among the prominent and 

popular ID('n of the county is H. C. Shaw, familiarly 
known as .. Carl Shaw." He is a native of Georgia, 
was born ApriL 185:3, and is the son llf Hiram M. 
and Elizabeth (Arnold) Shaw, nntiyt's of South Car
olina, but who ,\pre manied ill Gwinnett County, 
Ga., in 18:-33. They moYE'cl to 'ValkE'l' County. Ga., 
the year before the Illlliaos were driven out of the 
territory (in If337), and lived there tillll..l;)7, when 
the) came to Saline County, Ark., and spttling on 
what is known as the Shaw farm. Hiram Shaw 
was one of thp infhlPntial citizens of the settlement, 
and in 1877 headed thfl petition anrt was the lead 
ing spirit in securing the present lines of Shaw 
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Township. As would be supposed the township was 
named for him, and very properly too, for he was 
oue of the men that brought the locality np to its 
present standard. During hisl'esic1encp in Georgia 
he filled the different positionR of county judge, 
sheriff and county and circuit clerk of his county. 
After coming to Arkansas he was not active in lo~ 
cal politics, but voted the Democratic ticket. He 
was postmaster for several years at :l\1E'l'it, and at 
the time of his death, in 1875, owned 100 acres of 
land with sixty under cultivation and otherwise im
proved. His excellent wife still survives him, and 
is residing at the old homestead. They were the 
parents of ten children, seven of whom are still 
living: Permelia (wife of W. W. White, of Saline 
County), Emma (wife of E. Anderson, of Georgia), 
Blanche (wife of James A. BaruE's, deceased, in 
Saline County), Jospph 'Y. (physician and surgeon, 
of Garland County, Ark.), Rebecca C. (wife of 
William H. Howard, a farmer and teacher in Shaw 
Township), James H., Martin A. and Virgil N. 
(lost in the late war), Martha C. (wife of J. B. 
Miller, a farmer of this county), and H. C. (the 
subject of this sketch). Carl was reared on a farm 
and received his education in the common schools 
of his county, later spending one year at the Bpn 
ton school. vVhen twenty one years of age he 
started in life for himRelf and was e-ngaged in 
farming on the old home place-, and on February 
19, 1 S78, was married to l\liss Emeline Logan, 
a daughter of James Harvey and Angelina (Eskew) 
Logan. 1\11'. Logan was a native of Tennessee, 
and his wife of Arkansas. r:rheir daughter was 
})orn in Saline County, Ark., on May 7, ]k62, the) 
having emigrated to tbis 8tate in ] 1.l40. Mr. and 
Mrs. Shaw are the parents of six children, five of 
whom are living: Hollis H. (born May 17, 1 ~7U), 

j 

M. C. (born Df'cember ] 3, 1~gO), Martin Logan 
(born February 11, IS~3, died March 8, l8S3), Haly 
Augustus (born February 25, 1\..jS-l:), Hiram Cole 
(born Febuary 19, 188G) anJ Ava Ethel (born March 
17, lS8H). After his marriage Mr. Shaw move-d to 
the place where he now resides, and has improved 
it to Buch an e-xtent that one would scarcely recog 
nize it as being the same. A good house is among 

1~ im7':ovcrnents, and everything about the place 

inJicates the presence of thrift and prosperity. He 
has forty-two aCff'S under a high state of cultiva
tion, also pighty acres of the old home place, with 
forty five of that under the plow. He has held the 
office of justice of the peace for sOUle years, also 
postmaster in his township. He is a supporter of 
th8 principles of the Agricultural "\,,"heel, and him 
self and wife are members of the 1\Iissionary Bap 
tist Church. Mr. tlhaw has always taken an active 
intere~t in the scuools of his county, and it is BIlCh 
men as he that build up towns and villages, for 
without them the world would make but little pro 
gress. He honor8 the Democratic party with his 
vote, and has a very o.ecided influence in local pol 
itics. 

John G. Shepard is among the prominE'nt and 
enterprising citizens of Tra~kwood Township, for 
which he has been magistrate a number of years. 
He is a native of Tennessee and was born in Hick 
man County, March 17, 1533, being one of thir
teen children in the family of Thomas and Per 
melia (Gohight) Shepard, originally from Georgia 
and South Carolina, respectively. Eleven children 
are living and reside in diff81'ent PaI'ts of the COUll 

try. Thomas Shepard was married in }Uississippi, 
but lived in Tennessee for a good many years. 
He was justice of the peace twenty years, and a 
very popular and infiuputial citizen, dying in Ten 
neasee at the age of seventy nine; his wife still 
survives at the age of seventy-nine. John G. Shep 
al'd was reared to farm life, and as the facilities 
for schooling were very meager his edncation was 
limited, but, nevertheless, he is a well-informed 
man, as he has reao. and studied a great deal. At 
the age of tweuty he was married to Miss Judith 
H. Trout, a native of Tennessee, and in 1860 he 
camp to Saline County, settling where he now 
resides. Mrs. Shepard died in ] 8G2. leaving one 
child, \r illiam Thomas, mal'l'ie.J, and a pro'3perous 
farmer in Texas. Mr. Sh8pal'J's second and pres 
ent wife was 1\1rs. Nancy P",lton, widow of ,Vill
iam B. Pelton. By this union threE' children haye 
been born: Andrew A. (born April I, l8uG. mar
rie 1), Christopher U. (born April 10, 1869, mar 
ried), Nancy L. (died when an infant). In lbG3 
111'. Shepard enlibted in the Sixth Arkansas lufan t 
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try and participatpd in the battles of Helena and 
Jenkins' Ferry, but was not captured nor wount1eU. 
After being paroled at Thlarsbal1, Tex., in 18()G, he 
returned borne and engaged in farming. In poli 
tics he is identified witb the Democratic party. 
He was elected as magistratB in 1q,g, anct with 
the exception of two years has served since that 
time. He has married about twenty five cOllples, 
and is now justice of the peace. Fifteen years 
ago he was plected school director, a position he 
has continued to bold. JUl'. and Thlm. Sbepard are 
members or the Methodist Episcopal Church, in 
which he was steward and trustee for yeaTs. The 
latter bas two children by bel' former marriage: 
Isham 1\1. and Sarah 1\1. 1\Ir. Shepard owns a 
good farm of 118 acres on Clift Creek, with sixty 
acres cultivated. During bis residence in Arkan 
sas he has cl eaI ed forty acres, and the careful 
attention paid to keeping the farm in good conc1i 
tion, shows that "the grass has no chance to 
grow" under his industrious efforts. In 188, the 
home was destroyed by fire, but a new frame honse 
now stands in its place. l\-lr. Shepard has taken 
an active interest in public entE'rprises, and there 
is probably no one in the county who has done 
more towarJ securing a good school and fUTnitul'e 
for this community. He always favors long terms 
of schools and competent teachers. ThE' Fair Play 
Lodge No. 32, A. F. & A. M., countR him as Olle of 
its members, and during their continuance here he 
was a member of the K. of L. and Agricultural 
'Yhefl!. He also belongs to the Graoge 

M. C. Shepherd, who occupies a place of prom
inence aJUong the merchants, farm err-;, and well 
known citizens of Saline County, was born in North 
Carolina in 18-10, and wac, the youngest of threE' 
sons and five daughters born to his parents, the 
mothE'I" dying a few days after bis birth. and the 
father whE'n he wa~ but six or seven years old. 
After the latter's death the family became sepa 
rated, and 1\1. C. resided with diffE-rent relatives 
in bis native State until the year 1851, then com 
ing to Saline County with a cousin, 'Yilliam Shep 
herel. with whom he remained until the outhreak 
of the Civil 'Val'. On that occaAion he joined 
Company A, Eleventh Arlwnsas Infantry, and 
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fought gallantly for the Sontuern causE' until his 
('apture at I'·'}anel No. 10, when he was taken to 
Camp Douglas, Ill., and eontined for foul' or five 
months under a r-;trong guard. He was afterward 
transferred to Yicksburg and exehanged, and again 
joined his C'ommand in time to take part in the 
hattles of Jackson, 1\Iiss., Port Hudson, and a 
numher of others. In IbG..t. he was promoted to 
the rank of sergeant, and was s8nt to Arkansas to 
look up dese'i'ters from the army, and while near 
his home was again captured, and this time taken 
to Little Rock, where he wa'3 compelled to take 
the oath of allegiance. In 1886 Mr. Shepherd 
was married to Sarah, a daughter of ,Yilliam T. and 
Sarah Poe, of Alabama, who moved to Arkanbas 
about the year 18G2, and settled in what is now 
Grant County. The father lived to an advanced 
age, and after the war was elected county judge of 
Grant County, and was also justice of the peace for 
his township. l\irs. Shepherd died one year after 
her marriage, and on June 15, 1867, Mr. Shepherd 
was married to Mary J., a daughter of Hiram and 
Elizabeth Hogue, of South Carolina and Tennes
see, reRpectively, who moved from the latter State 
to Arkansas at an early period. The mother died 
in Grant Connty. but the father is still living and 
reside'3 in Saline County. Ten children weI'e born 
to Mr. Shepherd' 8 second maniage, of whom two 
sons and four daughters are yet living. He first 
settled in Grant County, on arriving in Arkansas, 
and resided there until 1876, when he moved to 
Saline Connty, locating in Bryant. In 1879 he 
built the fin'lt store west of the railroad at Bryant, 
being compelled to cut away the bl'm;h in order to 
do so. He then Rold goo{ls at that place for several 
years, but finally returned to farm Hfe, and con
tinued at it for one year, when he establi~hed an· 
other store. He alternated between farming and 
mE'I'chandising until 1889, when he opened up his 
presE'nt store, and is now one of the lpading and 
most enterprising merchants in his locality. Be 
siues this business, he owns some 35'3 acres of 
fertile land, and has placed eighty acres under 
cultivation, all of it made by his own individual 
effort and good management. In politics be is a 
Democrat, casting his first presidential vote for t 


., iiJ 



Greeley in 1872, and has served as postmaster of 
Bryant for about four years. III Sf'crpt ~ocidieR 
he is a memiwr of BryRllt Lodge No. -t--! 1, A. F. 
& A. M., and in religious faith has lJplongeu to 
the l\'Iis!->iollary Baptist Chul'eh for about tWi:"nty 
five years, while bis estiruaLle wife attends thp 
M€'tlwc1ist Church. 

John F. Shoemaker, formerly county clerk or 
Saline County, and one of the most enterpl'i'3il1g 
lllen within its limits. was born in Win~ton County, 
1\r[is~., in 1\larch, 1846, his rarents being Lindsay 
F. and Jefsonia M. (Coulter) Shoemaker, natives 
of Alabama and Tennessee, l'espectively, though 
reared in 1\1ississippi. Lindsay Shoemaker was a 
millwright by hade, and was educated in the coun
try schools. After marrying he settled in Leake 
County, Miss., engaging in the mill business. 
Here he remained until 185G, when he moved to 
this county and resumed his former occupation, 
giving it his attention, with the exception of two 
years, until his dl?ath, in 1870. He was married 
in ] 84:-1, becoming the father of eight chilclren. 
Four of these died while young and fonr are still 
living: John F. (who forms the subject of this 
sketch), America M. (wife of G. '.r. Ogle, who re 
sides in this place), Mary T. (wife uf C. A. Pny.ne, 
of Shaw, thi", county), and William '.Y. (married 
and in Little Rock). 1\lrs. Shoemaker died ahout 
1866. In IbG£) Mr. Shoemaker was again united 
in. marriage. His wiff' was 1\1rs. Harriet 1\1cClue, 
daughter of '.Y. Brents. By this union there was 
one child, which died when young. Mrs. Shoe
maker still lives, residing with her son John. Mr. 
Shoemaker had been justice of the peace of tbis 
township, and was a member of the L O. O. F. 
John F., whose name heads this Rkl?tch. was reared 
and educated in Benton, working at the milling 
business until ]880, when he was elected county 
and circuit clerk. This office be ,filled for eight 
years. Since the expiration of his term of officI:' 
he has been engagl?d in buying and selling scrip. 
HE' was married in 1871 to Miss Susan E JUcClue, 
daughter of John and Harriet E. (Brents) l\IcOlue. 
Five childrE'n were born to them. four now living: 
C. E., Clard E., Hattie ",Y. and'Vilbnr. In ]8GJ 
Mr. Shoemaker joined the Confederate army, en-
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hsiing in Company B, First Cavalry Regiment of 
Trans JUi"sissippi department. cOlllmanded lly Col. 
'IS. A. Crawfonl. HE' sen e<1 faithfully uIltil his 
di:-,cbarge on the Trinity River, Tex., participating 
in the battlE'S of Pilot Kuob, Mo .. Ifldepen lence, 
1\10., and nearly all the battles Oil Gen. Price's 
raid through 1\1il'lsonri in ] Sl1-t AftPI' the clo')e of 
the war he came horne alH.1 f'ngRged in 1hf> mDling 
business with his father nntil tbe latter's death. 
Mr. Shoemakf.1r is a member of BE'flton Lodge. 
A. F. & A. 1\1., and quite a society man. He 
heartily supports all movements tending tt) inc-rease 
the welfare of his county, and lS all earn8Ht 3 (lvo
cate of public improvements. He own:.; --;ome 

valuable property in this city, prominent aIDong 
which is a beautiful rf>fliclence and a splenuill store 
buil(ling. Politically he is a Democrat, taking an 
active interest in thE' party movewel1t of hiH county. 
He is practicrllly a self made man, coming bere 
when small, and not receiving the aclvantages of a 
liberal education in his boyhood aay"'. By close 
application, however, he has qnalified himst:'lf for 
any position of trust within the power of his ac 
quaintances to be~tow. 

John F. Shoppach, the pl'e",ent popular and 
efficient sheriff of Saline County, was tir~t eledet1 
to tbis position in the fall of ]8bO, a.nd by reOlson of 
his peculiar fitnE'ss for the place has since continued 
to discharge the duties of that office. having served 
as deputy for four .rears. Boru in Sha,'\' Township, 
SaEne County. April 15, ] ~-19, he was the third in 
a family of six children born to Johu 'Y. and Lib 
hie (Petton) f:lhoppach, the former of whom came to 
this count!') ahout ] '336. He was marrietl in Sa 
line County in ]8:~\'{, settling in what is now Shaw 
Township, where he entered a piece of lawl and in 
] ~;)3 moved to Benton. He was E'ngageu a"l deputy 
clerk then justice of the peace for some years, aud 
was elected clerk of thf> county in 1 ~0~. an officf> 
that he held until 18(}] , or up to the time of his 
death. He was a member of Benton Loclg'p No. 
34-, A. F. & A. JU. HiH excellent ,yife still snr 
vives him, and resides in Benton. J oim F. Shop 
pach was reared in Benton, being favori:"ll witti an 
attendance in the public schools, and in May, 1",em, 
enlisted for the war before he was of age. He 
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was in Col. CTawfol'd's First Mississippi Cavah-), 
ana paTticipate<1 ill tllE' battle~ of Pilot Knob, as 
as well as with Gen. Price on his Tai<1 through 
1Hi<"'sOlUi, at J pifersoll City, Blue Gnp, }(nlisHs 
City and Newtonia. Remaiuing with hi ... l"l'girnellt 
until the close of service, hE' retnnwd to Bentoll in 
:lUay, 18()5, and engaged in farming, following that 
until elE'cted dflpnty shm·iff. He i" a prOmillE'nt 
Democrat, and is a member of Bellton Loage No. 
3-1:, A. F. & A. ]\1., in which onler be has SE'l"vE'd 
as junior wardE'n. He is also a mE'mher of the 
Knights of Honor, belonging to Sahne Lodge No. 
13H), In this he is past dictator, baving sel'veo. two 
terms as o.ictator. 1\1r. Shoppach was married in 
1868 to 1Hiss J\lary S. Homan, a native of Saline 
County, and daughter of Samuel and J\Iartha (Ro 
land) Homan. JUl'. and J\hs. Homan came to 
Saline County at an early day, but are both now 
deceased. By this union two children were horn, 
Luther ano. John. Mr. Rhoppach has seen the 
complete development of Saline County, awl has 
been identified with every enterprise for its good 
as well as for Benton's advancement. The respect 
accorded him is E'xtensive. HE' and wife are mem 
bers of the l\iethodist Episcopal Church, South. 

J. P. Smith, Sr., a mE'mber of the substantial 
firm or J. P. Smith &, Co., became engaged in bis 
pre~ent business in 1886, a full and complete line 
of dry-goods anel groceries being carriE'cl Prior to 
that time hE' was occupied in bUf'iness with H. ~. 

Glenn. l\1r. Smith wa'> horn in DpKalb County, 
Ga., in 1h-i9. thp second in a family of Heven rhildrC'1l 
Lorn to .J. 1\I. ana ElizRbdh (Bradlf'y) Smith. TIlP 
father, a farml:'r by occupation, opRnpl1 up a farm 
and engaged in agricultural pnr"iuits, but ill 1~;)u 
moved to TippaL County. lUiss .. where he rpmaill."<l 
three yt:'ars, in 18~~J coming to Saliue CUUIlty, 

Ark. He hought land in Hnrricalle Town<;hip, and 
also 811tpred a quartE'r ~ection of lawl there at ] ~~ 
cents PE'l" acre, to which subseql1E'nt addition", havE' 
been made. He then cleared over 100 acrps, illl 
proved it, and madE' that his permanent home until 
his death, which occurred in 1~8:S. He lwlongE'u 
to the Baptist Church, as did abo his excellent 
wife. who survives him, anll rec,ides Ull the old 
homE'stE'ad. ~lr. J. P. Smith was reare(l to farm 
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lifE', and euncated in thp school~ of Saline Connty, 
being ohliged to dig and (1.:>1V8 at homE' for his eJ 
ucation. He COInlllPnred farming for himself in 
Hnrricanp Township, Imt finally Ipft the farm and 
carne to Bonton in l'-17U, where he has sincE' been 
eugagE'u, the first thrpe years as c1Nk, and after
wanl in Imsiness for himself. The success accord 
E'd him is most encouraging. l\Ir. Smith wa" mar 
rip<1 in FE'bruary, 181..1-i, to l\Ii!-,s Mary Hutchinson. 
a native of Gl'eene County, Ga. She was t'uuC'ated 
nt the Female Seminary at Greensboro, Ga., and 
is a daughter of Charles and Mary Hutchiuson. 
HE'r father came to Saline County in 18S~), and died 
in 18SG, but, her mother having died whE'n she was 
quite young, she was reared by her grandparents. 
Mr. Hutchinson was sheriff of Greene County, Ga., 
for Rome years. Mr. Smith is a proruinE'ut Dem
oOl'at, and a member of Benton Lodge No. 34:, A. 
F. & A. 1\1., of which he was worshipful master 
for two years, and is sE'nior warden of the order at 
the present time. He has seen the full develop 
ment of the county, anrl is conscious of having 
borne a part in its advancement; land that h8 once 
knew as swamps, covpred with water, now form 
beautiful and highly cultivated farms. Mr. and 
Mrs. Smith are both members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South. 

Mack H. Staner, prominent among the farmers 
and stock raisers of Jefferson Township, this county, 
was born in Tennessee in 1832. RiR father, Coon
roll Staner, was a native of North Carolina, who 
married l\liss Delila Holmes, of Tennessee nativ
ity. ThE'Y came to Arkansas about the year 184:9, 
and. settled in Saline County. wbere Mr. Staner pur
chasetl 120 acres of improved land, on which be 
residE'd until his death, in the year 1857. He was 
the father of elev8n rhildren, four of whom are 
living: Levanna (widow of George James, live~ in 
Saline County), Polly (widow of John Morgan, 
lives in Perry Connty), Peter (lives in this county), 
Mack H. (the subject of this skE'tch) and Michael 
(li ving in Perry County). 1\1r. Staner believed in 
the principlE',s of Democracy. He and his wife, 
who died about 1858, were members of the Meth
odist Episcopal 

in this 
Church. Their son, Mack, at the 

age of twenty one years, began farming 
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county on land he leased for foul' years. At the 
expiration of this lease, he renteu until the ueath 
of his father, when he purchased the place Oil 

which he now resides, cow.,isting of 120 acres with 
about 100 acres under cultivation. npon which are 
excellent buildings, barns, outhouses, etc. He 
raises a large number of horses emu hogs, and 
realizes handsome profits. In ltiGl lw joined the 
Confederate army, enlisting in Company D, Elev 
enth Arkansas Infantr) Regiment, and serving 
east of the Mississippi River. He participateu in 
the following battles: Port Hudson (where he was 
promoted to lieutenant for meriturious service). 
Holly Springs, Miss., Island No. 10 anu a number 
of minor engagements. In 1862 or 1863 he was 
captufed at Island No. 10 and sent north to Camp 
Butler, Ill., whpTe he was held for five months. 
After being paroleu he came to Vicksburg, 1\1iss., 
anu thence to Port Hudson. \Yhen Vicksburg fell 
he was between the two places Vicksburg and 
Port Hudson. His coloIlel, pressing hors8s into 
l'lervice, mounted his men and operated between 
the two places. Coming back to this side of the 
river in 1864, he l'ejoined the Confederacy in arms 
.md berved until ihe close of the war, suuenderillg 
at Benton, thib county, in 18();). Hp l'etul'nec1 
hOllie, but his solitary possession was the horsp that 
carried him in the war. He prospered, however, 
and in ] g6G was mauied to 1\1iss Harriet Glenn, a 
native of this Btate. She and Mrs. Taylor were 
murdered in 1878, during the absence of Mr. 
Staner in Little Rock on business, the murderer be 
ing a nephew of Mack. His object was robbery, and 
he succeeded in getting some $200, but was hanged 
in Benton in 1879, after making a confession, 
1\1r. Staner was married the second time to l\liSfl 
Fannie Higginbotham, of Alabama, in 1"'>83. She 
was born in 1862, the uaughter of Henry and 
Rebecca (Franklin) Higginbotham, natives, respect
ively, of Alabama and South Carolina. Mr. aud 
Mrs. Higginbotham were the pal'(\nts of three 
children, two of whom are now living: David (de 
ceased), J. H. (who resides in Texas) and l\Irs. 
Staner. Mr. Higginbotham was first married to 
a Miss Little, who presenteu to him two children:

j \Yilliam (residing in Pulaski Connty, Ark.) and 

JanH"3 (decea'3eu). 1\11'. Higginbotham died in 
] Sn2 and bis wife in 1~gg. They werA both mem 
bel'S of the l\1ethodibt Episcopal Church. Mr. and 
Mrs. Stane!', having no children, are rearing a 
little nipcp of Mrs. Staner, Florence Higginbotham. 
He is a member of Paran Lodge No. 309, A. F. & 
A. :l\1., and with his wife is a- member of the 
1\1etLodist Episcopal Church. Being a strong Dem 
ocrat he takes much interest in the politics of his 
county. He is abo an acbve champion of schools, 
churches. etc. 

J obeph Taylor, justly recognizeu as one of the 
prominent farmers of Brazil, Hollanu Township, 
owns a fine farm in Bection 13, and is an agricult
m'ist of worth and influence. He was born in 
Hot Bpring County, in 1844, being the oldest in 
a family of nine children born to John and Sarah 
Frances (Bartlett) Taylor, natives of Mis~ouri and 
Kelltucky, respectively. J oLn Taylor came to 
Saline County in 15Jl, and settled in what is now 
Jpfferson Town"hip, where he bought a farm, but· 
has since moved several times. He still resides in 
Jefferson Township, his wife having passed from 
this life in 1874. Joseph Taylor wa'3 reareu to 
farm life, attended the district schools of Jefferson 
Township, and later enlistel1 in the li'el1eral army, 
at Little Rock. in 1868, joining Company .M, of 
the t::;eventh :l\Ii~souri Cavalry, for three years or 
during the war. He VI as in the battle of 1\1arks' 
l\1ilb, and servel1 in other places with the obedi
ence and patriotism of a true soldier. In] 863 he 
received an honorable discharge at Little Rock, 
when he returned to Salille County, and in Octo
ber of that year bought a partially improved farm 
of ] 20 acres. which he further improved until now 
he has over seventy acres under cultivatioll, rais
ing a good grade of cattle altd lort>es. Mr. Tay 
lor was ruarriecl here. in ] QG3. to Lettia Robinson, 
a native of thib county, and a daughter of David 
and Lucinda (James) Robin"on. The former was 
a native of :l\Ii~souri, and came to Saline Count) 
in ] b4(), settling in Dyer Township. HiI-> death 
occurred in ] SbO; his wife still survives, and Iives 
on the old homestead. By this union nine chil 
urell were born: Salllu(>l (married, an<l lives in 
Jefferson Township), Rohert, Sarah Ellen (now 
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Mrs. R. GarrE'tt, and who lives in Holland Town 
ship), Ruth D. (now 1\hs. R. T. J\irDonal(i, aho 
of this township), Daniel SllPrman, Jo~eph Grant, 
:l\Ielissa Obedn, Lelitia anJ Elinora. Mr. ana 
J\1rs. Taylor are members of tIle JUif:lsiollary Bap 
h:t Church. 1\11'. Taylor bas been a participant 
in tbE' growt11 of ~aline County, am1 has watched 
with intere'>t the Jevelopment of a higher and bet 
ter moral character in its in.babitants. His name 
is a synonym of honor wherever known. 

Capt. \Y. \V. r:rhllmpson, one of the pioneer 
settlers of Saline County, Ark., and a man whose 
reputation bas not sufierE'd by reason of long resi 
denee in tllis community, was born in Rhea County, 
East Tenn., in 182'3, being the only child of Bar 
bara Thumpson. She was a native of Pennsyl. 
vania, bel' Oil tb occurring in IiI)''!, and she could 
jn::,t remember moving to Tennessee when but a 
child. That State was then a wilderness, inhab 
ite(l by only a few people. She lived to the age 
of ninety years. Young Thompson grew to man
hooa on the home farm, recpiying such an education 
as tbe ::, uuscl'i ption schools of Tennessee, his native 
StatE', affortled. TherE' he was marrieJ in ]84.S to 
1\I'n'garet I:-,ahella Fergu.... on, a native of Tennes
see. anJ a daughter of J ohl1 and Myra (Cooper) 
Ft·rgu-;on. 1\1r. FPrgn'Son resided in Tenuessee 
all of hi& life. his father, John FPl'guson, having 
mOVf' 1 to that State frum Nodh Carolina, at a very 
ernl)' day. Grandfather CoopPr moved from South 
CaJ'Olina to Tennessee, many years ago. He was 
one of :lUarion's soldiers in the Revolutionary 
~\Yar. Capt. Thomp:-.on left Tennes.,ee in ]851; 

('1'o.;sing to Saline County, Ark., he settled in 
what is now Hbaw Township, ,vbere he entered 
land anJ improved it, dearing some twenty acres 
which he th00 sold and entered eighty aerRS in 
Shaw TowIlshi p; of tbi:-. he cleareu sixty acres, 
and maue that placE' hi:-. home until 11..,(n, wbpn 
he euli:-.ted, ill 1~(j2, in Company B, Twenty·fifth 
Arkan:-.as IIlfantry, for twelve montbs, as orderly. 
sergeant, aftpr wbich he re cnliste<l for tlll'ee yean! 
or <lnring tllP war. At the reorganization of his 
company after tlw battlp of Corinth, he was made 
fir"t lieutenant. tbus 'ifll'ving until after the battle 
of l\Inrfree"horo. in February, 1':3G;-~, when he was 
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promotpd to captain of his company, a position 
that lw held until the close of the war. Capt. 
Thompson was in tho battles of Richmonc1, Ky., 
l\Iurfrpe"boro, Chickamauga and ill all of the en
gagements of the Georgia campaign, except while 
ill thp hospital during sickness caused from ex· 
posure. He was paroled in 18G5, at Little Rock, 
and returned to Saline County, again engaging in 
farming. In 18GS he traJed his land for a farm 
on the river, wbich he occupied until ] 870, also 
operating a steam mill, and at that time moved to 
Benton. During the ten years of his residence 
there, he took an active part in politics, and was 
elected sheriff in ] 872 on the Democratic ticket, 
which office he beld for four terms, to his own 
credit and the satisfaction of all concerned. He 
has also hE'ld the positions of junior warden and 
senior warden in the Masonic lodge, of which he is 
a member. Besides he belongs to Benton Lodge 
No. 34. A. F. & A. M., and to Saline Lodge No. 
]317, Knights of Honor. In 1880 Capt. Thorup 
son left Benton, moving to his present farm of 300 
acres, 100 acres of which are under a high state 
of cultivation. He in addition has the control of 
over 30D acres. Capt. Thompson and wife are 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
They are the parents of seven children: J\Iary 
(now 1\11's. Stowers), Tennessee Jane (now 1\1rs. 
Shoppach, residing near by). \Villiam A. (mar 
ried and in the county), Richard H. (married 
and in Texas, where he is engaged in farming), 
John, Samuel and Nora Lee. 'rhey have given 
their children a good eJucation. Capt. Thorn pson 
is practically a self made man. having gained all 
that he is worth by his own industry and frugality. 
His acquaintancA is a wide and honored one. 

Dr. J. W. \Valton, physician and surgpon. of 
TraHkwood Township, wag born in Saline (now 
Grant) County, January 23, 1S03, and is the son 
of J arne'> and An gelen a (Poe) 'Walton, natives of 
Mississippi and Arkansas, respectively. James 
WaI ton came to Arkansas in 1gOO and followed 
the occupation of a carpenter for one year, bu~ 

afterward engaged in farming. He enlisted in 
the army at the commencement of hostilities, and 
was killed at or near Atlanta, Ga. His body, like t 
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many others, fills an unknown grave. 1\11'::3. \Val 
ton was a daughter of Simon B. Poe, a farmer and. 
native of North Carolina, and a distant relative of 
Ed~ar Allen Poe. Mrs. \Yalton's death occurred 
in 186B, she leavillg two small children to fight 
life's battles for t hemselves. Newton J. \Yalton, 
the older of the brothers, is now married and re
sides in Lonoke County, Ark. Dr. J. \Y. ·'Walton 
lived with his maternal grandparents, tl. B. Poe 
and wife, the latter's death occurring in 1874. He 
then cared for his grandmother, the support of her 
and a daughter devolving upon him for eight 
years. When :Miss Poe was married J. \Y. was 
free to act for himself. From six to eleven years 
of age he attended school in Little Hork, and from 
his eleventh to his twenty-second year passed 
through the experiences mentioned. During the 
years 1882 and 1884 he worked at farming and 
stock trading, but in the spring of 1885 entered the 
Redfield 5chool at Redfield, Jefferson County, Al'k. 
In 188B and 1887 he attended the Benton graded 
school. Long before this time young Walton had 
decided that he should study medicine, so from 
the latter part of 18R7 until the fall of 18S8 he 
studied faithfully, and in 1889 took a course in 
the medical department of the Arkansas Industrial 
University at Little Rock. In April, 1889, he be 
came the partner of Dr. D. N. Fisher, and in that 
connection is rapidly building up an enviable Tepu 
tation. One of the harder features of his work is 
driving to surrounding localities, but this he does 
not mind, being assured a hearty welcome, and 
the country at large look upon him as the direct aIle 
viation of tbeir snffpring. Dr. \\'alton owns 14() 
acres of land in Grant County, thirt} of which are 
culti vated, the balance being covered with good 
timber. He also owns a fine farm of forty acres 
of timber lanu near the Mississippi Ri"\ er and eight 
miles below Helena. Dr. 'Valton votes with the 
Demo('ratic party. He is public spirited and pro 
gressive, giving his support to schools, churches, 
and any enterprise designed for the public good. 

E. A. Wesbrook, one of the leading farmers 
of Fair Play, is the son of James and 1\1ary (Hna 
son) \Vesbrook, natives of Georgia. Before the 
war, James "\Vesbrook followed farming, but when 

the South caned for defeuders he stepped forth 
and offered his service to his country, taking part 
in the hattles of the \YildernesB and several other 
fights. About 1814 be VtM married and became 
the father of ten children, eight of whom are now 
living_ B. A. \YesDl'ook was the third child, hav
ing been born in H-520. The father died in 1888, 
at the advanced age of eighty five years, and his 
wife in 1886. Tbey were members of the Method
ist Episcopal Church. At the age of eighte€'n 
years B. A. 'Yesbrook began life for himself as a 
laborer on a farm. Soon after he bought a farm 
in Georgia, and lived there until 1855, when he 
left his old home and came to Arkansas, settling 
within one-half mile of the place on which he now 
lives. This consists of 440 acres, with 160 acres 
improved, besides which he O'i,ns seventy-four 
acres of improved land in Saline Township. His 
first marriage was with 1\1iss Elizabeth Hood. of 
Georgia, in 18.J.5. The fruit of this union was one 
child, now deceased. Mrs. \Vesbrook dying in 
1846, he was again married, in 1847, to Miss 
C. Carter, and they became the parents of sev 
enteen chiluren, ten of whom survive: Elizabeth 
(wife of John Ault) , JaDe (wifp of Howell Hen
dricks), John, Milton, Tillie (wife of George \Yal
lace), Thomas, James \V., AnceL Abner, Alexander 
and Terissa. Mrs. vresbrook died in 18.s0. She was 
a member of the Baptist Ohurch, and a highly 
respected lady. ]\11'. \Y esbrook' s thiru marriage 
was to Miss Loui"lana Hailey, in 1886. She bore 
him one child. Mr. Wesbrook takes an active 
interest in education, alld every venture that tends 
to advance the welfare of his neighborhood and 
his county. 

\Yilliam W. "'hite. farIller and stock raiser, of 
~aline Township, owns a fine farm in Sections 81 
and :32, his residence being in the former. He waR 
born in Greene County, Ga., in 1 ';22, and was the 
oldest in a family of ten children of Oolman and 
Nancy (Allen) '''hite. Colman \VLite was a native of 
Union District, S. C., and his wife of Greene 
County, Ga. \Vhen a young man he emigrated 
to Gporgia, and settlpn. in GrC'f>.ne County, where he 
was engaged in superintending a large plantation. 
In 1826 he moved to Morgan County, Ala., pntered 
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land and opened up a farm, remaining then'l until 
1Cji2, when he moveu to Tippah County, 1\1i8~., 
where his wife died in the fall of Ib,t;l In the 
following year 1\lr. White came to Arkansas and 
settled in Hot Spring (now Saline) Count), in Sa 
line Township, where he continued to livl' until 
his death, in 1854. He was a regular enlisted sol 
dier in the United States Army, and was in the 
Florida vVar. His father was in the Revolution 
ary 'War. Colman 'White's family, at the time of 
his removal to Saline County, consisted of "\V in
lam \V. (the i">ubject of this sketcb), :IHatilda (mar 
ried to Daniel Hudgens; her death OCCUlTing years 
ago), John F. (married and resides in Smith Coun
ty), S. T. (now resides in Henuerson County, Tex.), 
R. A. (who enlisted in 18(H in the Third Arkansas 
Infantry, being mustered in Lynchburg, Va., 
and who received his death wound October 13, 
180-l, in the Virginia campaign). Jackson (who 
died in infancy), Elisha (died when young), and 
1\1ary (died in 1\1issi8sippi). William 'V. was 
twenty two years of age when he came to this 
county. He was reared to farm life in Northern 
Alabama, obtaining an education in the di8trict 
schools of tLat State, and commenced agricultural 
labor as soon as Arkansas was reached. He mar 
ried in Saline County, January 8, ] 84,(\ 1\1iss Eliz 
abeth Montgomery, a native of this county, and 
daugltter of Thomas and Mary (Clanton) Mont 
gomery. 1\Ir. l\Iontgomery was a native of Ten 
nf-ssee, and carne to thi'3 county at an early date. 
His death occurred in HmO, his wifp f-,urviving un· 
til Decpmber, 1gg5. 1\11'. and 1\1rs. ,Vhite are the 
parentf> of the following chiltlren: Nancy J. (born 
Janual'y 14, ]847, now 1\1rs. Dawdy, of Erath 
County, Tex.), ThomaR C. (born April ]6, lS4~J, 

married, and rpsides in Saline County), Mary C. 
(born Anguf>t 21, 1831. dierl Septemuer 20, I gOO), 
John A. (borD. April 18, 1b;)4-, a widower, re~ides 
in Saline Township), Margaret A. (born August 
11, 1<')311, now 1\1rs. ,r. H. Oollat, of Benton), 
Louisa E. (born J an nary 30, 15;-)U, now Mrs. Stir 
man, whose h us banrl died 1\1arch 28, I 88G ), Sarah 
A. (born August 2:3, I80l, now Mrs. Allen, of 
SLaw Township), Thirza E. (born July 6, 18(H, 
now Mrs. Ray, of Benton), and George 'V. (born 
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July 1], 1S08; siill resides on the hom8 farm). Mr. 
White wac-, marrit'd tl18 second tillle in Salille County, 
D8cemb€H' 7, 1~CjO, to Mrs. Pennelia Uroxt()Il, nee 

Shaw, wife of John L. Oroxton, who enlisted in 
] b()2 in Uapt. Brown's company, and served under 
Gen. Price at the battle of Pilot Knob, where he 
was wounded. He recovered and f>tartE'd for home 
in the latter part of 1'--,()4, but has never been heard 
of since. MfR. vVhite was a native of Georgia, 
and a claughter of Hiram 1\1. and Elizabeth (Arnold) 
Shaw, natives of Georgia and South Carolina, re 
spedively. Her father was married in Georgia. 
after which he removed to Saline County, Ark., 
in 1838, settling in what i" llOW Shaw Township, 
named in his honor. He openeu up a farm, and 
made that his home until his death, which occurred 
in It:>72. He served as ju'->tice of the peace for sev 
eral years. His wife still survivf's and lives on the 
old homestead ill Shaw Township. The family of 
Mr. Shaw consisted of the following person'3: 
James H. (who enlisted in 1bG2, and was taken 
sick at Corinth and died), 1\lartin E. (enlisted in 
the same l'egirnent, and also died at Corinth in 
1bli:3), Virgil N. (enlisted in ]8Gl in Capt. Hendel' 
~on' s company of cavalry, served during the first 
two years in the Virginia campaigns, was wounded 
at Lynchburg, Va.. and returned home; afterward 
joined Col. Price' 8 forceR, was wounded at Pilot 
Knob, and again started for home, but was never 
heard from), Joseph \Y. (served. in same l'ompany 
with Virgil N., which he joined in 1863, was left 
as nurse at prison and escaped, returned to Saline 
County, and now resides in Montgomt'ry Oonnty, 
Ark.), Emily E. (now 1\1rs. Anderson, of Ringgold, 
Ga.), Blanche B. (married a Mr. Barns, of Shaw 
Township, f::ialine County, where she now resides, 
he being dead), Hebecca C. (now 1\lrH. Howard), 
Martha U. (J\1l's. 1\1iller), and Carlton H. (mar 
ried); all in Hhaw Towllship. 1\1r. ,Yhite settled 
on his present farm in 1g--!(), which con'3ioted of 
200 acres, sixteen acres being cleared, and also en 
ten,d ] eo acres adjoining, making a fine farm of 360 
aCn?R; of this eight) acres are cleared, and. nnder a 
high state of cultivation. He enlistpd in I8G3 in 
Company I, under Capt. J\1cCray, and was in the 
general skirmishes in Southel'n Arkansas, Texas t 
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and Louisiana. Being paroled at :l\1arshall, Tex., 
in 1803, he returned to Saline Oonnty. Mr. and 
1\I1's. White are melllberfo> of the Baptist Chu1"ch, 
and have always takon an active part in church 
work. He dops not enter especially into politics, 
but is a strong Democrat. 

James A. White well de~el'\ Elf> a place aIllong 
the prosperous farmers and stock raisers of Marble 
Township, Saline County. He was born ill 1~32, 
as the son of Thomas A. and )Hargarette "Wiley 
"Wbitp, natives of 80uth Carolina, the former of 
whom movell. to Arkan~as in ] 8-1-6, s€'ttling in this 
township, where he resided until his death in 
1&54. He entered 200 acrb of land, improvf'd 
the same, and reared a family of eight chilUren. 
Five of them lived to maturity, and thrf'e now snr 
vive: Thomas N. (in Garland County), Matilda 
(wife of ,Yo H. Harlow, of Holland Township, this 
county), and James A. (our subject). Mrs. White 
died in 1878, a member of the Baptist Church. 
At the agE' of forty .five years J amE'S A. "White bE' 
gan fal ming for himself. He came here with hifl 
father in 184G, and at his death bought tbE' prop
erty, consisting of 200 acres, from the heirs. 
Having sincp homesteaded 2()() acre<;;, be now has 
an excel1E'nt farm of -100 acres, with some eighty 
acres under cultivation. The place contains good 
buildings, and is well stocked with h01'::,es, cattle, 
etc. In 18f31, when the Oivil 'Yar broke out, he 
enlisterl in Oompany F, Third Arkansas Cavalry 
regiment, and served until the cloF.e of the war, 
being engagf'<1 in the battles of Corinth, 1\1iss., 
Chickamauga, Thompson' A Station, :Missionary 
Ridge and all the battles around Knoxville, Tenn., 
besides man} of less importance. He was cap 
turec1 at Danville, Tenn., amI taken to Ro('k Is 
land, IlL, where he was confined for thirteen 
months and thirtpE'll days. Being parolpd in 18G3, 
he returned home and rec..;nme(l farming. Mr. 
"White wa"> marriE'd, in ]S67, to 1Hiss Jane Newkirk, 
and by her became the father of sevell children, 
five of whom are living: Lucy A.. James 1\1. and 
,Yo T. (twins, at home), Frances 1. and Mary A. 
The mother died ill 1'352. Mr. \Y hite' '"l s('cond 
maniage was in 1b83, to ]\1iss l\Iargarette Tillery,

~~embeT of the Baptist Church. Taking an act· 

ive interest in education and all public improve 
ments, Mr. "Wbite i<; an earnest friend of the town
ship sehoolfl. H€' is a member of the Union Labor 
party, and has RPrved liiA township as con..,table. 
No worthy public enterprise vainly seeks his sup
port; he is always rE'ady to assist in elevating the 
comlition of his county. 

T. C. White, actively interested in the agricult 
ural affairs of Saline Township and county, was 
born in that township in April, II..,,1\). having spent 
his entire life in the community. He was the 
second in a family of eigLt children born to 
William W. and Elizabeth (Montgomery) "White, 
mentioned on a previous page. Mr. 'Vhite. Sr.. 
was a native of Alabama, and came to this county 
in 184:;), where he still resides. His wife is now 
deceased. T. C. "White early became familiar 
with the duties of farm life, attt'nuing, when not 
occnpied at home, the common schools, thongh 
he ailled greatly in clearing his father's farm. 
At the age of twenty .. four he commenced farm 
lng for himself, buying a place of ] ;)~) acres of 
timber land, of which be has now IOO acres 
undeI' cultivation, most baving been improved by 
his own efforts. In 1811 he erected a good frame 
house and a large barn. lUr. White also OWDS 

forty acres of bottom land. He was married in 
11..,81 to Amanda Dobbs, a native of Georgia, and 
daughter of Burril and Jane (Corint) Dobbs. They 
came to Saline County in 1?3(j~, where they now 
reside. Mr. and 1\11's. 'Yhite have four children: 
Luther, Alfred, Delia and ,Ylllie, and have also 
taken a girl to bring up, named Dora Hurgeon. 
Mr .. ,Yhite takes a great interest in the welfare of 
bis county, and perhaps manifests unusual conCE>rn 
in its advancenlE'nt, as he regards it with native 
pride, and expects it to occupy, in the very neal' 
future, a place that its natural and acquired re 
sonrces deserve. 

Col. S. H. 'Yhitthorne. One of the most pl'om 
inent and popular men of Saline County is Col. 
Whitthorne, retired lawyer, of Benton, aud presi 
dent of the Saline Oounty Mining A.;;sociation, who 
was born in Bedford County. Tenn.. February ~~. 
1"I2b. the third in a family of thirteen chilJrt.'n of 

""HEarn and Eliza (\risoner) \vhitthorne. ~~ 



HISTORY OF 

former was born in the city of Dublin, Ireland, 
February 2:2, 17D7, and came to America in 1k14, 
landing at Orange Court House, N. C. Having 
emigrated to this country umler the guan1i11 nHhip 
of an unclE', he livE'd with him for two years, aftE'J" 
which he ran away, and tinally settled in the J\Iid 
cUe Tennessee valley, there spending the remainder 
of his life. He learned the saddle and harness 
tratle, and a few years Iat€'r embarked in the mer
cantile business, which he pursued successfully for 
twelve years. At the end of that time he was up-
pointed clNk and master of the chancery court of 
Bedford County, Tenn., a position the duties of 
which he discharged with honor for twenty five 
years. He was thus occupied at the breaking out 
of the war In ISGI, and shortly after retired 
from public Iifp. At the date of his death, which 
occurred in 18"11, he was one of the oldest Royal 
Arch j\lasons in Tennessee, being also a consistent 
IDE'mber of the Presbyterian Church. Of the thir
teen children born to Mr. and Mrs. "\Vhitthorne 
only fonr are now Jiving: Hon. 'Y. C. (representative 
for the past eighteen years from the Seventh con 
gressional district of Tennessee), Hon. -William J. 
(now representative from Maury County in the Ten 
nessee legif>latnre, and a lawyer), Hon. B. R. (cashier 
of the Fir;-,t National Bank at Shelbyville, Tenn., 
and mayor of that city), and Col. 8. H. (the subject 
of this sketch). The latter was named by Gen. Sam 
Houston. who about the tim£' of the young man's 
birth wab Governor of Tennessee. He was early 
educated in the schouls of Tennessee, first at Farm 
ington, and to the instruction there obtained he 
added a course in the Shelbyville Academy, later 
entering the Nashville University at the age of 
seventeen. Satisfactory progress was being made 
in study. bnt patrioti"m overcame all else, and after 
remaining eighteen months in the nniversity he ran 
away, ancl joineti Gen. Taylor's army on the Rio 
Grande-. He served seven months, but returnpd 
bome with a brother who was very ill, and who died 
the day after arriving home. Then he re entered 
college, from which he graduated ill the class of 
184"1 with high honOf9. A few days after he was 

appointed by PreRiuAnt Polk to a clerkship In the 
P t ffi d partment at \Vashington Oity D U 
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which position he helJ until 18-W. For fifteen 
months he was occupied in l'<'laJing law under 
Frierson &; Cooper, of Shelbyville. and subsequently 
took a course of logal study at the Lebanon Law 
School, at Lebanon, Tenn. Upon completing Lis 
studies l\fr. \yhitthorne bE'gan thE' practice of Jaw 
at Shelhyville, there continning until ISGl, with 
the exception of three years (1 '-,~)4-;:;7 ). During 
this tillle he was married, May 7, 19~)4, to Miss 
Margaret A. John~ton, of Williamson County, 
Tenn., and an estimable lady. She was the daugh 
tel' of Capt. Matthew Johnston, a native of Ten
nessee. At the onthn=>ak of the Oivil 'Val' Mr. 
'rY, enlisted as first lieutenant in Oapt. Patrick's 
company, a few days afterwaru being appointed 
assistant quaderrnaster-general for the provisional 
army of Tennesf>ee. Upon the transfer of the pro 
visional army to the Oonfederate army, he resigned 
his commisf>ion and returned home to assist in 
raising a regiment of riflemen, the Twenty-third 
Tennessee, agrE'eing to serve aR a pI ivate in order 
to secure recruits, and followed in that capacity 
until after thE' battle of ~hiloh, where he was in
jured by a shell, resulting in nine weeks of uncon 
sciousness. After his recovery he rejoined his 
commanu at Chattanooga. and was elected first lieu 
tenant of his oIU company. At the battle of PelTY 
ville, Ky., in 1bG:2, he was again wounded, this time 
by a minie ball, in the hip, which he still carries. 
In January, ]bG~, he rejoined his command at Tul 
lahoma, Tenn., and continued in service till the 
battle of Chickamauga, where he was a third time 
wounded, though not as seriously as before. His 
brigade was transferred to Longotreet's corps, 
on the Tennessee campaign. where he was pro
moted by Gen. Longstreet to the office of pnrchas
lllg commissary, with the rank of major. Six 
months later he was transferred to his original 
command at Richmond, participating' in all the 
battleR in and around, Richmond and Petersburg, 
Va. In the year 15G-1 he was again wounded; 
shortly after was promoted to lieutenant-colonel, 
and ordered to the Alabama department under 
Gen. W jthers, and at the timp of the surrender was 

in command of the Dadeville post. 001. "\Yhitthorne t 
returneti home in July, 1~G~}, after a career to 
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which he may refer with just pride, and resumed 
his law practice at Shelbyville, TC'nll .. until August, 
] Sil, wben he came to Arkan~as. and settled in 
Benton. Attending to his professional tlnties in 
this circuit till 1 Sio. he was then appointed elector 
on the Dpmocratic electoral tickf't. and canvassed 
Northwest Arkansas. making twpnty three RpeecLes 
in twenty one days. traveling during that time 
~)-W miles on horseback. In 181)2 he was ap 
pointed adjutant and inspector general on Gov. 
Churchill's staff, and was commissioned brigadier 
general in the Al'kan~as t:)iate Guard. In 1SSi 
Col. ,YLitthorne retired from active lpgal practice. 
and has siDce given his attention to mining, and 
the development of the various resources of Saline 
County. In this capacity he has probably done 
more than any other individual to call the attention 
of the outsiae world to the valuable mineral deposits 
of this section. Too much can not be said of Col. 
\Yhitthorne, for he is one of those men whom to 
see is to admire. and in all pnterprises that tend to 
the a(lvancement of the community his name stands 
out prominently. In public and private circles Le 
is alike esteemed, not alone for the position which 
he occupies as a citizen. but for Lis true worth and 
character. 

J obn A. \Yilkel'son is justl) entitled to promi 
nent recognition in this volume as one of the 
couoty's cavable and reliable public servants. He 
was electeu to the office of county treasurer in 
18bJ, anu has served in that capacity up to the 
pre:-,ent time, uiRcLarging bis duties ill an accept
able and efficient manner, and with credit to Lim 
self and con~titnents. Born in Lafayette County, 
Miss., in 183S. he was the second in a family of 
fi ve chiltlren born to Allen and Nancy 1\1. (Coffey) 
,rjlkerson. The father was a native of Southern 
Alabama, and was married in Perry County, Ala., 
to Miss Coffey, originally from North Carolina, af
terward moving to Mississippi. whele he engaged 
in farming, opening up a farm, and in November, 
] 855, settled in Drew County, Ark., on a farm. 
His death occurred in Augnst, 1CS5G. His excellent 
wife pa~sed away in De Soto County, l\Iiss., in 
1':,-iU. John A. ,Yilkerson was reared to farm life, 
ohtaining a distrid school education in De fSoto
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County, and later accompanied his parents to Arkan 
sas, in 1855. In ]560 he came to Pulaski County, 
locating near Little Rock. anu embarkeu in farill 
ing, but at the outbreak of the Wal' enlisted, in 
1861, under Capt. H. H. Beaner, and joined tbe 
First Arkansas Infantry (which was later formed 
into the Second Arkansas Battalion, under l\Iaj. 
Bronaugh). He servpd nnder him until after the 
Seven Days' fight at Richmond, when the regi
ment was disbanded, following which he was as
sig[leu to the Third Arkansas Infantry, J lIly 16, 
1802. He remained in Texas with Brig. Gen. 
Longstreet's corps until the close of the war, tak
ing part in all the Virginia campaign. He was 
wounded at the battle of Seven Pines, also at 
Gettysburg. and was paroled at Baltimore in 1b68, 
going thence to De Soto County, 1\1iss., where he 
remained until hostilities had ceased. Returning 
to Pulaski County, Ark., in 1865, 1\11'. "Wilkerson 
resumed farming, and in 1567 carne to Saline 
County, where he purchased land in Liberty Town
ship. He was married in July, 18G7, to Sarah E. 
Brewer, an estimable lady and a native of Tennes
see. In 1~CJ3 they moved to their present resi
dence, near the corporate limits of Benton, where 
lUI'. ,\Vilkerson is also engaged in farming. He is 
an actiye and influential Democrat and served as 
constable in Liberty Township, hpre als.) winning 
approval, as he has done in his present position. 
He has always taken an active interest in educa 
tional work, serving on the school board of Liberty 
Township for six years. 1\-11'. "\Yilkerson is a mem
ber of Saline LoJge No. 1319, Knights of Honor, 
in which he holds the office of assistant dictator. 
Himself and wife are members of the :Missionary 
Baptist Church. They have heen blessed with ten 
children, nine of whom are living: \Yilliam Allen, 
"Mary Elvira, Nancy Loui5a, l\Iaggie Jane, Lizzie 
Rosina, l\Iattie A. (who died in 1881, aged ten 
months), Mandy May, John Lockert, James and 
Tandy \Yalker. Mr. 'Vilkers.on is well knowll as 
identifying himself with every moyement designed 
for the good of his community. He ha:-- been a 
participant in the development of Saline County's 
affair", and well deserye:;, the e:-.teem in which h; is 
held. 

t 

http:Vilkers.on


HI8TORY OF 

Jacob ,Villiams, who is numbered amon a the 
b 

county's early settlers, having come hEH'p in 1"I.J.o, 
was born in Cocke County, Tenn., March 17, 18:W, 
being the son of \Yilliam and Nancy Neil (Jester) 
\Y illiams. The former's birt h occurred ill North 
Carolina, in 1788 or 17SV, where he was reareo 
and eaucated, afterward going to Tennessee, where 
he married and resided for a time. In IHJ5 he 
came to Arkanf'as, and settled in Hot Spring (now 
Saline) County. 8everal years after he moved to 
LibeI'ty Township, and located a farm of eighty 
acres, makmg it his home until his death in 1863. 
He servf'd in the Creek ,Val' of 1812 14-, under 
Gen. Jackson. His wife surviveu until 1887, 
when she died at the advanced ago of eighty nine 
years. Jacob Williams was reared and educated 
ill Tennessee, Georgia and Alabama, his usual oc 
cupation in life being somewhat interrupted by the 
mutterings of war, In 184-6 he joineu the army 
of Gen, \Yool, and went to Mexico, to participate 
in that struggle, there engaging in the battle of 
Beuna Vista, where he was wounded with a Mexi
can lance, and seriously injured. The friendship 
existing between J\1r. \Yilliams and Gen. Taylor 
was indeed strong and sincere. In 1SJ7 the sub
ject of this sketch was married to J\liss :Mary J. 
Rippetoe. a native of T~nne:-:;sf'e, and a daughter of 
J ames Rippetoe, one of the early pioneers of Oen
tral Arkansas. By this union seven children were 
born, three now living: Isaac, Calvin and \rilliam, 
all married and living in Al'kanf3as. :Mrs. Williams 
died in 1801, mourned by all who knew her. 
Though not a member of any chnrch, she wa':> a 
loving mother anel wife. In l~O:3 MI'. ,Yi1liams 
marripcl again, Mrs. Amanda Sherman, the wielow 
of .Michael Sherman, and a native of Alabama, he 
coming his wife. Three children have heen born 
of this uoilin, two now living : John B. and J eh n. 
After his first marriage Mr. \\' illiams settled in 
Hot Spring (now Garland) County, wherE' he re
sided for tbrf'e years, later selling this property 
and purchasing lanel on the South Fork of Saline 
River, where he made hi8 homp for twenty two 
years. In IH7-i he came to the farm where he now 
resides, consisting of 360 acres, of which ~ixty are 
improved, and yiel(l excellent crops of corn. cotton 
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and oats. At the beginning of the war, Ml'. vVill
iams enlisted in the Confeuerate army, anu with the 
exception of one year at hOlDe, on accoullt of his 
wife's 8iclmoss and death. Horved until the cloHe of 
hostilities, He was in the cavalry sprvice, and 
a('companied Price on hifo, miu through l\IiHFlonri, 
finally Rnrrendering in Texas. in ihe Bummer of 
] ~63. He has been jn">tice of the peace since be 
fOl'e the war. Hiwself awl family are members of 
the Pine Baptist Church, and he belongs to Fair 
Play LoJge of the A. F. tv' A. M. He is a Demo 
crat, and exerts no little influence politically in his 
county, generally being appointed judge of elec
tion. The school board find in him one of their 
influential and popular members. 

William W. Williams, a farmer of Jefferson 
Township, Saline County, is a native resident of 
this connty, having been born in 1b4-6. He was 
the youngest in a family of nine chiluren which 
blessed the union of William W. and Sarah (Lind
sey) \Villiams, of North Oarolina and Kentucky 
birth, respectively. His fathf>f was oue of the 
pioneer settlers of Saline County. He entered a 
tract of land in this county, on which he lived at 
the time of hi'3 death in 183-t, his wife surviving 
him until 187(3. .Our subjpct's maternal grand
father (Lindsey) came from Kentucky in 1823, to 
gether with six of his children, and settled in Sa 
line County, Ark., entering land in Saline Town 
ship. These children were as follows: Polly, Betsy, 
Nancy, Sarah, John and Oaleb, all married and set 
tled ill Saline County. The county at that time 
was mostly ullinhabited, and lUr. Lindsp)"' s near 
est neighbor was fifteen miles distant, :l\Iany 
night"> were bearu the growling of bears and other 
wild animals around his hOllbe. On one occasion, 
1\1r. Williams' father heal'ing a hog squealing early 
in the morning began an inve~tigation, and found 
a large hear atLacking the "porker." The wild 
bea"lt, seeing th8 intnH.18r, made for him, compel
ling Mr. Williaws to climb R tree, with the bear 
after him. Thus they remained until hl::'lp from 
the house arrived. In those early days the general 
mode of cultivation was with ploughs made of 
wood, the corn beiJlg ground by hand. ,Yilliam 
\Y illiams, Jr., ,vag early made acquainted with 
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farm labor. HE'! was educated in the common his county. At the age of eighteen he married and 
schools, and enlisted, in Columbia COUllty in 18()2, began farming for himself Oil rentec1 land. After 

for tbl'ee years under Capt. Errins, taking part in fonr or live years he purchased land in Humphreys 

the siege of Vich,burg, the battles of Corinth ana County, where he lived until 18-10, when he sold 

Jenkins' Ferry and other engagemeuth, and was out and ('arne to this State, settling in Beaver 
paroled in 18G5 at Natcbitoches. La. He served ill Town..,hip, Baline County. He bought 160 acres 
the Nineteenth Arkansas Infantry onE' year, and of land with but a cabin on it, later entered 
afterward in the heavy artillery to the closp of eighty acres. ancl !lOW owns 300 acre~, with forty 
the war, when he returned to Columbia County acres improved. 1\1r. \Yibon was married the first 
and in 180;) came to Saline County. engaging again time. in 1'33:). to i\Iiss Baline Graves, of Tennessee, 
in farming. In 1882 JUI'. "\Y illiams entered 113 and by her hecame the father of six children (two 
acres of land, on which he erected a house and now living): John (farmer, married and lives in 
commenced improving his land. Sl1bspqllently he Saline County), \r ashington (farmer, lives in Pu
bought forty acres more, having now a farm of 133 laski County, this State), Thomas Dean and Thumas 
acres, eighty of which are lmdel' cultiyation, he \Y. (deceased, family resides in this county ), Jane 
having cleared sixty five acres himself. l\Ir. \\,i1 (deceased wife of James Canada, faIllily resides 
Iiams was married in this couuty in 18Gb to Cor in this county), l\largaret (clecea5ed wi fe of B. 
de1ia Roberts, a native of Tennessee, aml dang-hter Chastnp), Archibald (deceased). Mrs. \Vi]son was 
of T. J. and Polly (Hawser) Robelts. both of whom a member of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 
came here from Tennessee and still sUTvive. JUr. d~Ying in 185l. Mr. \Vilson was married the 
and l\1l's. \Yilliams are the parents of seven chil second time to l\Irs. l\1ary Hall, in 1'364, She was 
dren, five living and two deael: Florence (now ~Irs. a daughter of Griffen and Nancy (Sanford) Brnner, 
Templeton, of Pulaski Connty), J pif, Clara, Estella natives of Alabama. l\Ir. Bruner moved to Texas 
(deceased), Isabella (deceased), Daisy and Hettie. about 1876, where he died two years later. 1\1rs. 
They are both members of the Baptist Church. Bruner died in Alabama. :Jlrs. '\\'ilson came to 
l\Ir. \Yilliams takes a great interest in the growing tbis State in 1858, with her first husbanu, 1\11'. Hall, 
of fine fruit. He is a substantial citizen, and en who died in the Confederate army in 15G2. J. B. 
joys wide and favorable respect. "\Vilson was one of the very early settlers in this 

J. B. "\Y ilson, one of the oldest farmers of vicinity, the county having only 900 voters when 
Saline County, came upon the stage of action in he came: now it has 2,000. He was elected to the 
the State of Tennessee in the year ISI3, being the office of justice of the peace in bis township in 
fourth child born to Joel and Christnie (Buckley) 1830, and has served in that office ever since, with 
'Wilson, nativps, respectively, of North Ca-rolina the exception of three or four years during the 
and Tennessee. ,Joel \\Tilson was a farmer by occu war, making his tenure of office the longest on 
pation, moving to Tennessee when but a lad. He record in the count~, if not in the State, He served 
was married about] '304: and became the father of six years in Tennessee as justice of the peace, and 
thirteen children, four of whom are known to be forty five years here, making fifty one years in all. 
living: John B. (the subject of this sketch), Ther Hundreds of couples have been united in the bonds 
esa, Emily and Holland. The three sisters live of wedlock by him. He never served in any war, 
in Dixon Connty, Tenn. ]\Irs, \\'ilson died in being opposed to the Civil \Yar, though he sup
1'368. Joel \Yibon was first married in 1797, ana ported the cause of the South in the struggle. In 
had by this marriage three children: Elisha, 8arah 187-1 be united with the l\lif'sionary Baptist Church, 
and l\lary, all supposed to be dead. l\lr. \Yilson his wife belonging tu the same congregation. He 
served through the Revolutionary \Var as a pri vate, is a strong Democrat. and bas always befriended 
and died about ]833. J. B. \Yilson was reared to the public schools. He is a liheral donator to tbe 
farm life and educated in the country schools of Baptist Church and all public entprprisp::,. 
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Frank'Voosley, pl'opI'ietor of one of the pot 
teries of Benton, Saline County, Ark., was borll 
in Ohio, in the year 11.\49, and camEl to this State 
in 11.)7\. He is the son of Elijah and Angeline 
(Brock) 'Yoosley, natives of Ohio. Elijah 'Yoos]ey 
was a farm!?r by occupation, living in Ohio until his 
!leath, which occurr!?d ill ] \54. He was twice mar 
1'iE'C1 The first wife WfLS ~iiss Hutton, who became 
by him the mother of foul' chiluren, only one now 
livjng, John, re~iuing in Kansas. Mrs. \Yoosley dy 
ing abont 1"i46, the fath!?r was again married in 
1')413. By his last wife there were two children: 
Frank (who forms the sllbjert of this sketch) and 
Sarah E. (the wife of John S. Moon). Mrs. ,Voos
ley still snrvivps her husband. living in Ohio. 
The son Frank left horue at the age of twenty six 
years and bpgan the struggle for existence on his 
own accord, as a farmer in his native State. In 
] 878, becoming tired of farming, he left the old 
homestead and came west to this county, where he 
worked at the pottery, business for two years as a 
hired hand; hp then rented the works and com
menced for himself, and in 1~~J bought the prop
erty with ninety-one acres of land attached. He 
now turns out annually about 60,000 gallons of 
fine crockery (jugs, jars, churns, etc.) of a very 
superior quality. The clay is all found on the 
property, and is of an excellent variety. He finds 
ready sale for his wares in Little Rock and other 
parts of the Rtate. In 1~~2 Mr. \Y oosley was 
married to ~lrs. Hattie E. Hytell, a native of New 
York, reared in Iowa. She was the widow of John 
F. Hyten, and the mother of five children. Of 
them four are now Iivin g: Lee E., Paul H., Mabel 
J. and Charles D.; the one deceaspd was Maud. 
By her second maniage l\1rs. Woosley became the 
mothpr of one child, Fred, who was b01 n in ] 887. 
Her first husband died in 18~1. He was a potter 
by trade. During his residence in Ohio Mr. 
Woosley served as township tnu,tep, and since 
coming west to this county he bas HUed the office 
of school director with credit to himsplf. He ii'l a 
member of the A. F. & A. M., and a stanch Demo
crat, being recognized also as one of Benton's 

j 
popular rebidents. 

'Yilliam D. 'Yray, an extensive farmer of 
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Union Township. Saline County, was horn in Jef 
ferson County, In(1., in ] 3~4, the Ron of Joseph 
and 1\lary ,T. (Uolliw..;) Wray. Jwwph 'Vray came 
to Indiana about the year 1Cil ~), entering and 
iwproving eighty (lrr!?'> of land, where he remainl-'d 
until his (leath, in ] '5+ 1. H!? waR the father of 
el0vell children, nill!? liviIlg till matnrity: Cornn 
(deceased, wife of a ~Ir. HarriRon), Alexander (de
ceahed), Amanda (deceased), David, John, Palmelia 
ThomaR and l\Iary ,J. (deceased), leaving only Olle 
the youngest, \\' illiam D., onr subject, in the land 
of the living. Mrs. W 1'ny died in 1b32, as a 
member of the Presbyterinn Church. W. D. 
Wray, at the ag!? of twenty two years, began 
farming on rented land in InJiana, where he re
mained until 1~51. Then coming to this State, 
he settled on the place where he now liveR. In 
1857 he bought forty acrps of land, remained 
upon it until 18G:3, and tbpn purchased his present 
farm of 160 acres. He has since aJued to his 
property 320 ncres, unimproved, and 200 acres of 
improved land, making a total of 720 acr!?s, with 
about 230 acres under cultivation. He joined 
nf'ither army during the war, and was not molested 
in the lea'3t by marauders. Mr. Wray has been 
three times married; first, to Sarah Lyon, on April 
30, 184G. By this marriage there were six children, 
four now living: Mary J. (wife of Dave Robert 
sun), Agnes (wife of James BaITon), Joseph (who 
lives in this cOUllty), Alfred (also of this county). 
Mrs. \V ray was a member of the Baptist Church 
and died in ]8()2. The following year 1\11'. \Yray 
was married to Elizabeth Harderson, who bore him 
six children, three of whom survive: Sarah (wife 
of John Thompson), Elizabeth ]\1. (deceaspd wife 
of James Cain), vVilliam (at home). and James (at 
home). The second Mrs. \Yray was also a mem 
bel' of the Bapti::,t Church, and died in the month 
of May, lS17. In October. 1877, Mr. 'Vray mar 
ried Mary L. Hutchison, who became the mother 
of seVf'n children, four now living: Zorab, Lf'wis, 
Coran and Martha E. TIlP pre<;ent lUI'S. ,Yray iR 
a member of the Baptist Clmrch, while her hus 
band lwlongs to Io~ic Lodge No. ;377, A. F. & A. 

M Politically Mr. Wray is Democratic. He is t 
Olle of the most earnest of public spirited men, 
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faithfully supporting all worthy public ellterprises, 
donating liberally to the churches and school.., of 
his county, and stamling constantly read~' to assist 
in anytbing th at will alleviate the sufferings of 
humanity. 

~I. L. Young, for a long time a \yell known 
farmer and ~tock raiser of Shaw Township, i~ a na
tive of Georgia, and was barn in Carroll Conllty, 
that State, on June -1-, 1'-1:3:3, being the "econll in a 
family of fOtH' children born to John J. and Jane 
(McDawell) Young, natives of ~onth Carolina and 
Georgia. John J. Young was a mlllwright, and for 
years was engaged as a contractor, building mills 
in Georgia and Alabama. For eight years prior to 
his death, which occurred in 15-10, he resided in 
Calhoun County, Ala., his estimable wife surviving 
him until 1852. Her death took place in the Choc
colocco Valley, Ala, They were both members of 
the ~1ethodist Episcopal Church. lUr8. Young 
belonged to an old family of ~1cDawells in Georgia, 
whose names are very familiar to readers of Georgia 
history, they hi:lving been prominent and infiuen 
tial people. Of the four children born to them 
only two are now living: J. J. Young (a farmer in 
Alabama) and 1\1. L. (the subject of tbis sketch). 
He was reared on a farm, and received his edu 
cation in the common schools of Alabama and 
Georgia, but when quite a young man was thrown 
npon his own resonrces by the death of his mother. 
Beginning work as a farm hand, the first year his 
salary was :\ri8 pel' month, the next 816 and the 
third year $20. He improved every advantage 
that presented itsel:f for schooling, and the fourth 
year after his mother's death attended the high 
school at Gadsden, Ala, After completing his 
t>tudies here he again resumed agricultural labor, 
this time renting land in Gatlsden, farming in the 
summer and working at his trade (carriClge mak
ing) in the wintef. In 183, JUr. Young \vas mar 
ried to 1\lis8 Sarah E. Christopher, a daughter of 
'Villiam and Eliza (Hardy) Christopher, natives of 
North Carolina and Georgia. ~lr8. Young was 
born in Georgia, February 1, 1838. To this union 
have been given the following children: Frances 
Ida (born April 11. 1858, and the wife of Leoniuas 

~~:mbelOW' a farmer of Gl'ant Oounty, Ark. ), 

Genom A. B. (born Decembt='l' 11, ] S39, und wife 
of N. B. Manning, uf Saline Gounty), J, C. (born 
December 4, 1860. married anu resiues in Saline 
County), Alter U. (born April 25, 1864, died Sep
temoer 2S, 1883, as the wife of James Martin, of 
Saline County), D. A. M. (born October 15, 18613, 
and a brakeman on the St. Louis & Iron Mountain 
Railroad), John R. (oaru September :26, 1868, a 
farllJPl', in Salinp County). Joseph L. (born Octo 
bel' ~-i, 1~70, died August 21, 1874), Margaret A. 
(born May 26, ]8,2. dieu October 15, 188~), Bes
sie E. (born April H3, 1874), Susan 0, ~, (born 
1\1ay I, Hfil3) and O. L. (born July 2, Ib'\)). After 
his marriage Mr. Young lived in Alabama until 
1860, when he came to Bradley County, Ark., 
where he enlisted in ,Yeaver's company, Nine 
teenth Arkansas Infantry, and remained till the 
close of the war. He participated in the battles of 
Shiloh, Corinth and Fort Pillow, anll can say, what 
but very few can, that he was nt='ver wounded or 
taken prisoner during his entire service. After 
the battle of Corinth he became ill, and was sent 
hOllie whel'e he remained for ODe year. He re 
joined the army at Shreveport. La., in] 864,. and 
was paroled at the same place in 1865. In] go:3 
1\11'. Young's family moved to Claiborne Parish, 
La., where 1\Ir. Young joined them after the war. 
They remained there until ]867, when they moved 
to Ouachita County. Ark., one year later locating 
in Saline County. In 18,1 he hOrllesteadeu eighty 
acres, and after a short time added eighty acres 
more. until he owned eighty acres in a fine state 
of cultivation, the rich soil of which yields ex 
cellt='nt crops of cotton, corn. oats and potatoes. 
~1r. Young's opinion is that a farmer should make 
his land produce what he lives on, and be certainly 
does. for his crops have long been the admiration 
of the surrounding country. He votes with the 
Democratic party, but is not a political enthusiast. 
Huey Lodge No. 95, A. F. & A. ~I., count;., him 
as a member, and he is also a 'Vheeler. l\Ir. 
Young and family are members of tht=' Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and he lends his hearty support 
to all enterprises, educational and otherwise. 
'Yhile at Shreveport with the army he was en
gaged in the engineer department, doing carpenter 



HISTORY OF 

work, and had charge of the ponton and railroad 
trestle uepartment. He bas recently emigrated to 
the northwest portion of Texas to make it his home. 

8ullluel M. Henderson, owner and proprietor of 
the Benton Jug FactOl'y at Benton, established in 
1885, was born in Saline County in the year ] ~..t~, 
and is a son of Samuel T. and Belinda (Bland) 
Henderson, born in Maury County, Tenn., in 1'i 14, 
and (now) Saline Uounty. Ark, in 18] 5, respectively. 
The father came to Saline County about the year 
lR34-. and was married three years later. He re 

j 

sided here until 1852, and then moved to Garland 
County, wbere be remained until 1",03, changing 
his location at that time to Texas until after the 
wm'. On his return to Arkansas he settled at Ben
ton, where he passed the remainder of his days. 
He was a prominent miller and fal'mer, a leading 
merchant at Bflnton, and was held in high esteem 
by the entire county. In secret orders he was a 
member of Hot Springs Lodge, A. F. & A. 1\1., for 
many years, and took a deep interest in :Masonic 
affairs. He served through the Semi[]ole "War with 
distinction in Florida, and was known as one of 
tbe best strategists in Indian warfare. Before the 
War of the Rehellion he had accumulated com,iu
el'able property which was all destroyed .and lost 
during that event, but he afterward recov8l'ed the 
greater part of his fortune by industry, good man
agf'ment and fine business tact. He was a son of 
the Rev. Samuel Hf'nderson, of South Carolina, a 
noted l\Iissionary Baptist minister, who came to 
Saline County, Ark., in ] g:3:3, and estahlisheu the 
first church of hiB denomination erected in that 
county, the Spring Creek Church, at Benton. He 
also organized churches at various places in Arkan 
sas, and built the first 1\Iissionary Baptist Church 
in PelTY County. Eleven children wert' born to 
him and his wife, some of them attaining high 
prominence in public and commercial life, and of 
whom only two are yet living. His father was one 
of four brothers who came from Ireland to America 
at an early period. and settled at Charleston, S. C. 
The maternal grandfather, Rev. Jesse Bland, was 
a Baptist minister and one of the pioneer preachers 
of Saline County, baving come here from Ken 
tucky in 1833. He was one of the mo;;,t original 
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and unique churaet0rs in that county, heing known 
hy the rog'nomen of " Old Hanlsid0," but withal a 
powerful and 0lo(lu0nt spi'akor WhOS8 voice could 
hold his hearE'r~ spc-'llboulJd for hourf>, as they 
li:-,tpned to the words that fE111 from hif> lipR. In 
his boyhood days hiH fathf'r' FJ entire family was 
massacred by Indians ill K('ntncky, and he alone 
esc:lped death, but was taken by tL.p red men and 
rearf'd among them until hI" reached his twelfth 
year, when he wafl sold to the whites. Samuel 1\1. 
Henderson, the principal in this sketch, was the 
third of nine children bOln to his parents, and was 
edncated in the public ,,;chools of his birthplacp, 
He- served four years tbrough the Civil \Yar, awl 
was a member of Company 0, Third Arkan<.,as 
Cavalry, holding the rank of lieutenant. and taking 
part in the battles at Iuka. Corinth, all through the 
Alabama campaign and a number of hard skir 
mishes. He WU'3 with Gen. J onhston at t he surren
der, and afterward returne-d horne, where he was 
malTied, in March, IS05, to Antonia, daughter of 
Dicken-,on and Nancy Futrell. who moved from 
Mississippi to Saline County about the year 1830, 
whe-re the mother died in l8G;). Twelve children 
were born to 1\11'. and lUI's. Hendenmn, of whom 
five sons and three daughters are yet living. Soon 
after his marriage he moved with his wife to 
Texas, where he was engaged in merchandising 
and trading in beef, cattle-, and various commodi 
ties until uno, when he returned to Saline County 
and commenced farming. He remained at this 
ca1ling until 1S79, and then f'lllbarked in milling. 
and also l'ailroading for awhile, until he branched 
off into the pottery lmsines,>. whicb he has fostered 
and managed with such good judgment, that it is 
now one of the bef'lt paying induhtries i11 Saline 
County. His e~tablishment Las a capacity of 5,000 
gallon jugs per week, employing on an average of 
twelve people, and is using the latest improved 
clay crusher, manufa('turell at Roseville, Ohio. In 
politic"> Mr. Henderson is a btrong supporter of the 
Democratic party, and cast hib first vote for Sey 
mOlU in HIGI3. In secret societies he is a member 
of l\Ionticello Lodge No. ()2, A..F. & A. M., and 

the K. of H. at BeIlton, In religious faith he and t 
wife are "Methodists in good standing. 

,. 
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POLITICAL PROSPECTS CIVIL 'VAR HISTORY FREE SCHOOL 
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LOCAL PEItSONAL MEMOIRS. 

The bills, 
Rock ribbed and ancient as the snn; the vales, 
Stretching in pensive quietness between. Bryant. 

OT SPRING COUN 
TY is by no means an 
unimportant one in the 
sisterhood of counties of 
Central Arkansas. Its 
well defined position and 
admil'able adaptability 
to agricultural affairs in 

community for farming purposes as 
can be found anywhere, and all that 
home seekers could desire. Situ
ated in the southwest central part 
of the State, and lying south of the 

Ozark Mountains, it is bounded on the north by 
the counties of Garland and Saline, on the south 
by Clark and Dallas, and on the east by Saline and

j Grant Counties, the counties of Clark and Mont
20 

gomery forming its western boundary. A glance 
will thus serve to show its delightful surroundings. 

The area of the territory comprises about 690 
square miles, or 44],600 acres, judiciously di vidl?d 
into twelve municipal townships, known as Fenter, 
Magnet Cove, Lone Hill, Big Creek, Clear Creek, 
Gifford, Antioch, Ouachita, De Roche, Prairie, 
Bismarck and Valley. Scattered through these 10 
calities are numerous towns and villages of greater 
or less importance, affording convenient trading 
centers for the adjacent rural districts, and grant
ing necessary communication with the outside 
world. 

The natural drainage of the county constitutes 
one of its important physical characteristics. 
Various streams of clear fresh water course here 
and there, the most important of which are Ouachita 
Hiver, traversing the county from north to south, 

and the Caddo in the southwestern portion, which t 
with their numerous tributaries fumish an ab=--.p 

~~~,. 
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dant supply of never failing lwalthfnl water. These 
str~alllS haye a large fall hnd are capaule of lend 
ing all irnilltc'IlSe force for propelling manufactories. 
The springs that flow from the hillbides Bt irEl 
qnent intervals all over the county J ielcl ahundallce 
of the purest water for stock and d()llle~tic pur 
poses. 

The land lying adjacent to these watt'l' COlU'fWH 

is rich alluvial soil and gpnerally lEwel, f-,usCBptible 
of eas} culti vatioll and of unexceptional fertility. 
The greater portion is elevated upland, which varies 
in productiveness, SOHle of it being the richest 
of this variety in the State, as is illustrateu by 
the marvelous natnral growth of sumac, hickol'Y, 
and other timber, the Run'st indications of a 
superior quality of land. "Wherever artificial rueth 
ods and man's devices, since the devastations of 
war, have been ahle to introduce improved ma 
chinery and adopt more modern modes of C'l.111iva
tion, the yield has been commensurate with the 
outlay) and the many evidences of comfort and 
affiuence, as seen in the humble cottage 01' the 
more pretentious home with beautiful surround 
ings, is ploof sufficient that here sure returns can 
be depended upon for the investment made. 

The average productiun of the uottom lands is 
from one bale to one and a half per acre of cotton 
and forty-five to neventy bushels of corn, while on 
the uplands the yield is fl'om one half to thrE'e
quarters of a bale pel' acre and twenty fi VB to forty 
bushels of corn. In exceptional f)easons thE'se fig 
ures llave been exceeLled_ A 1 emarkaLle fact is 
observed in the productive durability of SOllie of 
the farming land, a portion of which has bE'en 
under cllitivatiun for a number of years, above 
forty, without any perceptible decrease in yipld or 
a sign of exhauRtion in luxuriance. Tois may ue 
due to some pxtent to the annual accretions or 
" wUHh ings " "W hich come from the adjoining high 

lanus. 
Though the entire State of Arkansas is recog

nized a . ., a fruit growing Llistnct, no part of it is 
superior in its auaption to general fruit culture to 
Hot 8pring County. Apples, pears, peuehes and 
plums thrive splendidly where they have Leen in

~~r~duced' and certain it is that tLi, imlmtr)' must 
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become [tn important ;-;;ource of income, when a 
proper apprE'('iatioll of its value and pI'ofit as a 

market crop i~ l'PHlized. Many specimens sefln 
hew are alUlu~t pedect in beauty and flavor, and 
the only wonder is that Nature's rarp contribution 
ha;-, not long f'lincE' been applied and made to serve 
the necessitie'S of man. Progress in this direction, 
bowpypl', is being made, ancI win tell in years to 
come. 

The grape is also a native of this connty, and 
in the profusion of its growth ana wonderful pro 
ductiveness, added to its lusciouR flavor, equals 
many varieties of greatel' renown. Berries of dif
ferent kind;; are fonnd growing in abundance. 

None of the fruits adapted to this latitude fail 
of success in the locality where proper culti vation 
is followed. Indeed, every owner of a lot of 
ground might, with a small outlay of capital and 
labol', secure such an amount as would be required 
for home consumption, from the strawberry and 
early cherry to the late keeping apple, and thou 
sands of acres could, with reasonable fostering, be 
cOllverted into fine vineyards and orchards. The 
capacity of this county to produce fruit for market 
and utilize transportation facilities, is not one 
whit inferior to allY other section in the State. In 
a word. thel't> is no question as to the profit of 
raising fruit for market, if a proper location is se
lected, good varieties planted, and reasonable care 
bestowed on the trees and fruit after it is 
gathered. 

Vegetables of all kinds grow with but slight 
cultivation, and mature from a month to six weeks 
earlier than in that section of country lying north 
of the Ozark Mountains. 

The principal lumber producing timber of the 
county includes yellow pine, oak, ash and gUill, 
though in fact all varieties indigenous to thi:"l lat 
it-wle are found in large quantities. The uplands 
furnish an abundance of the finest pine, and with 
the prairie counh·ies to the northwest, south and 
west, will afford at no distant day an important 
source uf revell ue. Already located here are sever 
al valuable lumber plantR, notable among which 

might be mentioned those of the Bratt Lumber 
Company, Ouachita Falls Lumber Company, Mal 

t 
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vern Lumber Company, The ClriRtopher Clarkson 
Company, Joe Brown Lumber Company, and Ne 
orne Lumher Company, repr42senting a capital of 
$4:80, 000. Some 500 men are employed, cutting 
daily an aggregate of 320,000 feet of lumber. In 
addition to thebe interests there are numel'ous 
smaller mills, each doing a good business. 

Thp soil hel'eabouts is unexcelled in the variety 
and abundance of its natural grasses, which sup 
ply adequate grazing for horses. cattle and sheep. 
'rhe cane that thrives on the lowlands grants 
bountiful and nutritious food, both summer and 
winter, for stock purposes. 

This being a new country, and especially one 
so impoverished by war, its people have had a hard 
struggle to pay for their lands and obtain a com
fortable living, consequently but little attention has 
been paid to the improvement of stock, either cat
tle, hOl'ses, hogs or sheep. but as greater prosperity 
dawns, and the outlook in every resppct becomes 
more favorable, it is only reasonable to expect a 
decided and beneficial correction in the condition 
of native stock. by the introduction of Durhams, 
Holsteins, and other noted and high graded ani 
mals. Grass is generally sufficiently high in Feb
ruary and :lHarch to sustain stock, and cattle do 
not have to be fed until in December and January. 
Such a feature is a revelation to the farmers of the 
North and Northwest, who are often obliged to 
feed nine months in the year. Good ordinary 
work horses and mules are bred here; Berkshire 
and Poland China hogs have been introduced to 
some extent, and the ff>w scattered flocks of sheep 
to be seen show that the l\Ierino cross is best 
adapted to this range. 

Dairy interests are coming to occupy favorable 
attention. Hot Spring. while possessing all the 
natural advantages of New York as a f,uccessful 
dairy region, is quite as wen situated with regard 
to markets. The great metropolis of the Missis
sippi Valley on the east, St. Louis, and the world
renowned watering place of Hot SpriIJgs, are 
within easy access by rail, while other places prove 
profitable market centers. Rapid communication 
with the populous communities of the East and

j South are destined to increase, necessarily creat

~~~~---~--~--~~~~~--~~~~~--~~--~~ 

ing an extended demand, which will only be re
stricted by the limitation of resources. 

Every other ad vantage being equal, climatic 
condition will, in all cases, tend greatl} to influ
ence the emigrant in his choice of location for a 
home. It is, indeed, one of the most essential 
elements to be considered, as it concerns not only 
the individual himself, but the health and comfort 
of his famjly, and hence demands important and 
serious reflection. 

The winters in this county are generally con
fined to the month of January, though cold weather 
is occasionally obtained in December and February. 
The spring season commences in February and lasts 
until May, being followed by summer months of 
the mOE>t pleasant weather. A carefully kept record 
of temperature for eight years shows the average 
mean temperature to be 65 , rarely falling below 
42 0 88 0in winter or rising above in summer. 
There is no local cause for sickness, and the ad
vanced years reached by many individuals in dif
ferent portions of the county, as well as the large 
families of children, robust and hardy, show con
clusively that as far as health is concerned Hot 
Spring County will not suffer in comparison with 
surrounding localities. 

The settlement of the territory now comprising 
this county may properly be said to have com 
menced about the year 1850, although previously 
and near the commencement of the present cen 
tury some came in, a small proportion only of 
whom remained. These first venturesome comers 
were principally trappers and hunters. At that 
time the country was inhabited by the original 
occupants, the Indians, and remained almost an 
unbroken wilderness until the admission of the 
State into the Union in 1836. So truly was this 
the case that those who entered before 1850 
may justly be considered pioneers. Besides the 
hunters l'eferred to, a considerable sprinkling of 
refugees from justice might have been found here 
-men who had crossed the l\lississippi to evade 
prosecution in the court:,; of some State farther 
east, some of whom, perchance. hoped to live down 
among new associations the remembrance of their 
unfortunate crimes. These were followed by many t 
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farulE'rs from the StatE'tl of North Oarolina, Ala
bama, Kentucky, Tennessee, who settled hen' and 
there on the public lands and opened and cuHivatecl 
small farms, spE'nding not a little timE' in the r('st 
fnl occupation of killing game which, np to thirty 
or forty years ago, continued to lw abundant. 

As years ad vancE'd, these evaders of jnstice, 
urged on by a guilty con~cience, or chafing nndE'r 
the stings of a disproving mE'mory, ~oL1ght out 
other homes or were made to leave, and the trap 
pel's and hunters disappeared with the game. The 
present population, especially in the rural districts, 
is largely made up of the descendants of the better 
cla-;s of permaneut pioneer residents of the county. 
Never wt're there truf'r, more honE-st, or more 
hospitable individuab than these same first settlel'~, 
who broke the forests, and began to open a way 
for advancing civilizatioll. ,Yhilp slwh a life as 
theirs might not suit the present generation, they 
were suited to it, and, it is safe to say, enjoyed life 
to its fullest extent. 'Vere some of the refined 
and cultured people of to day suddenly taken 
back to the log cabin of their forefathers, what a 
contrast wonld be presented! Open heart8d, gener
ous hospitality instead of formality and suspicious 
welcome then prevailed. Penional inconvenience 
was not thougbt of; a desire to assist, rather than 
selfishness, characterized tbe average individual, 
and to the thonghtful mind, it is a f'erious question 
whether, or not, with all boasted advance and 
progres:-,. persons of the presPIlt are superior to 
their ancestors in those nubler elenwnts of cmu 
tosy, def'f'en?llCe and conbideration of the wants of 

others. 

j 

Tht' life of these pioneers was anything but 
dull, though not one in ten as a rule flaw a Ilews
paper more than once a year, and the only news 
which reached them from the East, was by the last 
Ilew corner, or from some traveler through the 
country, or perhaps by letter, that only Hrrived 
about three weeks after it had crossed the wlissis 
sippi River. Notwithstanding such deprivations, 
tlwir vpry surroundings and the life they Jived 
furllished exciteillent that exactly fitted them, and 
jf allY people well filled the place assigned them 
in social life, the founders of Hot Spring diel. 
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One of the d8lightful customs of early settlerI'> was 
a cahin rai~ing affair, when neighbors Jiving any 
where from four to L811 miles apart, lllet and helped 
construct the new log hour.;;e. Mills were primitive 
arrangpmentH, and Aven as late as in the ..to's, one 
little tub wheel mill, grinding away at the rate of 
ten un:5hel8 a day, tUl'lled out all the corn neces 
sar}' for families within a rauius of fifteen milAs. 

Among the earliest of the first in this vicinity 
these names will be familiarly recognized: Dpan, 
IHartin, Fenter, Ewing, Huddleston, Miller, Cun 
ningham, Perciful, Irwins, Blakely, Physic, Gib
son, Blalock, MooH'head, Russell and Beason. 
Later came the· Thol'ntons, Emmersons, Flowers, 
Williams, Mannings, Hales, Rober&ons, Hughes, 
Mitchells, Our'ls, Lamberts, Spencers, Burnetts, 
Easleys, Hensons, Saunders, Days, Striblings, 
,yoods, Peytons, Fizhues, Alexanders, Corneliuses, 
l\lcClennan, Garbers, Chandlers, Bradleys, Davises, 
Vantrpase, Busic, Halls, Kirbys, Simms, Henrys, 
Clouds, Floyds, Gillises and others. 

It has been said that the origin al settlements 
werE' made and improvements commenced on parts 
of the public land. It may not be out of place to 
state also that but little attention was paid to 
surveys. If tW() or three happelled to locate near 
one another it was agreed that a certain brook or 
ridge should be the dividing line regardlpss of 
governmental surveys. Strange that it was hardly 
deemed neces~ary to procure titles to lands even, 
indeed, if the thought occurred, but the inter 
e~teu founder of a home built a cabin and cleared 
as much land as de,:;ired, living upon it for years 
before taking any steps to procure title; and 
in hundreds of cases thE' "squatter" sold his im 
provements to a later arrival, moved to some other 
spot, and wade a new start. In this way some of 
thpse places changed hands many tilliPs uE'fore the 
proper ownership had been determined by title. 
The greatest offense a man could comn.it at that 
early day was to ., enter his neighbor out," an in 
jury so grievous as to be considered worthy of 
death without the formality of judge, jury or 
sheriff. An anecdote is told of an old squatter in 

an adjoining rounty who, while living on Govern t 
mont land, was approached one day by a stran~F 
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The latter engaged in cOllvel'Ration and among house was erected which was burned in 1873. In 
other thingo remarked, "You have a nice place 1870 the county seat was again removed, this time 
here and I snppose yon have a title to it." The to Mal vern, where it is now uncloubtedly perma 
squatter not liking the appearance of the stranger, nently settled. 
and suspecting him to be a land hunter, said, Sillce 1830 the principal' county officers have 
"Yes, if you will stEIP ill I will show you my been as follows: 

deeds." Leading the visitor into the cabin and County judges: W. Durham. G. 'V. Rogers, 

pointing to a rifle in the rack over the door, the G. Whittington, A. N. Sabin, S. S. Lacy, J. H. 

resident remarked, •. There is my evidence of title, Stephenson, 8. A. Emmerson, 'Y. T. l\101'ehead, 

stranger." The evidence was satiRfactory and nc G. O. Miller,· P. Phillips, T. A. ,Yard. J. F. 

further inquiry was made. Prichard, D. A. Newman, J. H. Alexander, Hugh 


School facilities were limited, school honses McCallum and J. 'Y. Alexander. 
being few and far between. One log cabin, 18x20 County clerks: L. N. ".Vest, G. 'Y. Hogers, 
feet in dimension, would accommodate all the Asa Thomson, H. A. 'Vhittington, L. Runyon, 
children within a radius of from six to ten miles, C. A. Rabin, W. Patterson, John Jester, J. P. 
and a man who could "read, write and cipher," Emmerson, R. 8tribling, T. M. Henry, H. Mc
possessed all the requisites necessary to impart in- Callum, A. H. Bassett, J. Keith, ,,~. \V. Dutton, 
structioll. The school-house served also as a place Joe Chamberlain and J. E. Chamberlain. 
of public worship, and it was here that the people Sheriffs: G. B. Hughes, T. ,r. Johnson, John 
for miles around assembled once a month to hear Callaway, James Dorris, R. Husoll, \V. ,Yo 1\-1c 
some local preacher utter gospel truths. Preach- Daniel, John Chandler, J. 'Y. Tullerton, C. A. 
ing was oceasionally held at private houses. Among Nabe, Joe Jester, D. A. Newman, J. H. Kemp., 
the pioneer lllinisters in the county, and whose in T. H. C~nd, T. D. Farris, E. A. Nichols, R. ~1. 
fluence was more than local, were RflVS. Boyd and Stribling, T. H. B. Adams and T. B. 1\-IcHenry. 
Rice of the Methodist Church, and Rev. \Yilliam Connty treasurers: C. Polk, 'V. Dunham, 
Nardagi of the Baptist, these denominations prov- 'Y. G. Chase, J. C. Kuykendall, C. Burke, H. 
ing to be the advance guard of religious and spirit- Cornelius, H. G. Clift, T. N. Cloud, T. G. Brooks. 
ual welfare thronghout a vast region of conntry H. Roberson, C. C. Crisp, John Verser, L. B. 1\1c
hereabout'3. Millan, J. B. Thrower and J. G. Steele. 

j 

The act creating the County of Hot Spring was The growth and development of the county, 
entitled "An act for the division of Clark County," though not phenomenal, has been steady and 
approved November 2, 1829, by Gov. John Pope. healthy. In 1880 the population was 7,773 
The temporary seat of government was located at 7,080 whites and 7J5 colored. Assuming that an 
the house of Alexander Rogers nE'ar Hot Springs. increase proportionate to that of former years has 
One of the provisions of this act was that the new been attained annually of late; it is not unreason 
county should assume one fourth of the indebted able to believe that the next census will show a 
ness of the county from which it was formed. By popUlation of nearly if not quite ] 2,000 at the 
an act approved November IJ, 1829, John 'VilIs. least. 
Thomas Nolman and Christian Fenter were. ap The county court meets on the first Mondays in 
pointed commissioners to locate the seat of jnstice, January, April, July and October. Hot Spring 
which wa'3 established at Hot Springs in what it'! County is in the Third congressional district and 
now Garland County. It remained here until 18J() the Seventh jndicial district. The first court held 
when, the town ot Rockport Laving been surveyed, on the circuit here was presided over by Judge R. 
the county seat was removed to thi"! point. Pre C. S. Brown, in 1840. Sessions now convene the 
viol1s to 1860 the courts were held in a one story first l\1onuays in February anu August. 

frame building, but about that time a brick _co_u_r_t____P_O~l_it_i~c_ally the county is strongly Democratic 



HISTORY OF 

as may be seen from the vote cast for President 
at the last general election in 1888: For Cleveland, 
9"*4 votes; Harrison, 274; Streator, 1M3, and Fisk, 
4. Strict adherence to party principle is a pecu 
liarity of the citizens of Hot Spring County, and 
this of course determines the result of political 
questions. 

It is never a pleasant duty to record the effects 
which civil strife has occasioned, but it is certainly 
not an obligation to be avoided when one is con
scious of a noble part borne, however unwittingly, 
in the fimcs conflict. Hot Spring has nothing to 
regret for the share which it had as a community in 
the War of 18Gl, though the consequences of that 
struggle have been felt in many a desolated horne 
and divided family. Patriots of an humble char
acter there were who served gallantly for the object 
which they deemed right, some supporting the 
Union cause by deeds of bravery, and others, and 
the greater majority, standing by the Confedf?racy. 
Since the cessation of hostilities, whatever feelings 
of enmity may have been engendered, have long 
since passed away, and peace and prosperity now 
reign where fratricidal discord and animosity once 
held sway. Prosperity is here, and unity and 
harmony characterize all classes of citizens. 

No policy of government is more firmly rooted 
in the affections of the people, or more securely 
estabJished, than the purpose to extend the ad
vantages of a liberal common school education to 
all classes, and Hot Spring has ever manifeRted 
commendable zeal in the direction of popular free 
school instruction. When was commenced its ex
istence as a county, then too it lwglin an earnest 
effort in behalf of education, and there has been 
no abatement of that endeavor7 unless may be the 
unavoidable interruption during the Civil 'Var. 
School interest:" here have kept pace with the 
county's upbuilding and general enlargement, 
until now every district has its public school, and 
so the pri vileges and opportunities for educational 
cillture are within the reach of all. Each school 
district votes its own tax of not more than 5 mills, 
and all the districts in this county vote the full 5 
mill tax. While neither high schools nor colleges 
have as yet entered, institutions of merit are near 
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at hand, and only a few hours ride by rail is neces 
sary to rpa('h Ouachita College, located at Arkadel 
phia, or the high schools of Little Rock, or the 
Benton High ~chool, in Saline Oounty. The most 
recent school census give") a school population in 
the county of 4,204, of which number there are 
37814 white, and ..tHO colored ('hildren. 

Amidst all the good things bestoweu on this 
county Ly Nature, its people have not forgotten 
God as the giver of all. Numerous churches are 
scattered all over the territory, ministered to by 
consecrated men, the members or which have ample 
opportunities for exemplifying in their conduct the 
maxims which guide their lives. About forty 
churches are here, varying in size. The principal 
denominations represented are the Methodists, 
Baptists and PTl~sbyterians, though a few of other 
faitbs find pleasant church homes in the county. 
The colored people are mainly Methodists and 
Baptists, and support several thriving and well 
attended organizations. 

Of the towns and accessible business localities 
within the county, Malvern is the principal one, 
and the present county seat. It was laiu out in 
1873, but im proved very slowly until the building 
of the Hot Springs Railroad, ill 1875, which here 
connects with the St. Louis, Iron Mountain & 
Southern Railroad. Since that time it has in 
creased rapidly in population and importance, and 
has become the trade center for a large community 
adjacent to it. One of its well known interests 
is a bank, organized with a capital of $25, UOO, 
which is now buildillg a new brick structure. 
Capt. W. H. Cooper, president of this financial 
institution, is one of the most active and enter
prising of the many good citizens of the town. 

Orr's Commercial Hotel is the leading hotel of 
the place, pl'esided over by the genial anu accom 
moc1ating 001. W. N. Orr. There is in course of 
erection another large hotel adjacent to the rail 
road depot, besides which are several well kept 
restaurants, anLl one colored boarding bouse. 
The town supports three weekly papers, all of 
which are edited in a capable and talented man
ner. These journals are the Arkansas Meteor, 
under the editorial management of ,V. D. Leiper; 
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the Democratic Guard, by John G. ·Woods, and 
the Arkansas State J()tll'nal, whose editor and 
publisher is David A. McOollough. They credit 
ably exhibit the advantages of the locality. Among 
substantial mercantile interests are over twenty 
business establishments, carrying stocks that repre 
sent all branches of trade. The various Christian 
denominations are well sustained, the Methodists 
having in process of construction a beautiful brick 
church, to cost, when completed, not far from 
$5,000. The. Presbyterians and Baptists occupy 
large and commodious houses of worship, which 
would indeed adorn a city of much greater lweten
tions. The Christian Church also exists as an 
organization, but as yet has no regula!· building. 
Two colored societies, of the Methodist and Bap
tist denominations, respectively, also worship in 
their own well built and substantial frame edifices. 

Malvern is rapidly advancing in the promotion 
of educational advantages, supporting one large 
graded school, which employs six teachers, in 
addition to the principal. The school opened its 
session the past fall with 325 pupils in attendance. 
The colored people also have a thriving school 
with over] 00 pupils enrolled. In either of these 
institutions scholars are prepared for college. 
Manufacturing affairs have obtained a permanent 
foothold here, and include among other concerns 
one wool-factory, a flouring mill, carriage-factory, 
broom factory, and one large pressed brick plant, 
with a capital stock of $50,000. 

The professions also figure prominently in the 
make- up of the place. Among the legal fraternity 
might be mentioned such well known individuals 
as A. Uurl, Hugh l\IcCallum, A. M. Duffie, E. 
N. Vance, N. P. Richmond and others, whilfl 
Drs. Reamey, J. J. Robinson, T. G. Butler, J. A. 
Watson and H. C. Baker are conspicuous mElm
bers of the medical brotherhood. Secret societies 
fiourish and enjoy an active existence. ThE' ThIa 
sonic order, Ancient Order of United ,Yorkmen, 
and Knights of Honor, occupy greatest attention, 
all having a large and prosperous constituency. 

j 
The people of Malvern and Hot Spring County 

are justly proud of their magnificent new brick 
court house, erected at a cost of $18,000, eVElry 

dollar of which was paid when tlle last :-.ound of 
th", hammpr echoed through its spacious rooms and 
halls. The jail is an 0IU. and substantial house. 
but will soon be replaced by a building more in 
keeping with other public edifices, the last court 
having levipd a tax for tllat purpose. The county's 
taxablp wealth in real and personal propprty is 
$1,800,O()0. The trade of Malvern for the last 
year aggregatpd $GOO,OOO, and 3,000 bales of cot 
ton were hamlled, by no meanR a small item, 
though perhaps the contiguity of the western pOI' 
tion of the county to Arkadplphia prpvents a mOffl 
favorable showing in this Rtaple, that place having 
abRorbed a considerable share of the product. 

Hot Spring's great natural resources, as elsp 
where intimated, have been only partially devel
oped, but certain it is ihat tho opportunities for 
home seekers to become residents of tbiR locality 
are nmmrpasRed. At present only about one eighth 
of the county's tillable territory is under cultiva· 
tion. The amount of State land reaches 2,] 20 
acres, and government lands, 40,OUO acres, 
whih~ belonging to the Iron :Mountain Railroad 
are;)], (l00 acres. These lands embrace some of 
the finest in the county. Cultured and refined 
Fociety is not wanting, and the community anx
ioufo,ly await industrious and intelligent emigration 
from other lesA favored "ections, regardless of 
political or religious affiliations and beliefs. To 
the capitalists a brilliant field is offered for ready 
and paying investment. ThIineral resources have 
not had mnch attention paid them, and in fact but 
little is known beyond a few specimenR that in 
dicate the preRence of gold, silver, lead and lig
mite. Coal has been found in frequent outcrop 
pings, and one vein two feet in thickness, two 
miles southeast of Malvern, demonstrates the pres· 
ence of theRe black diamonds in ahundance. 
Several mineral springs abound, of whose watels 
an analysis indicates healing and curative proper
ties. Hot Spring County, in addition to her other 
advantages, presents tiw attractive featul'E's of 
being entirely free from debt and its scrip is at par. 

Outside of J\lalvern, thE' seat of justice, there 

are the following postoffices in the county, Rome of 

which have risen to the dignity of husiness poinh. 
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of considerable local importance. These are: 
Becker, Bismarck, DeRoche, Donaldson, Friend
ship, Gifford, Joy, Lono, Maddry, Magnet, Oma, 
OpR, Point Cedar, Reyburn, Sanders, Social Hill, 
Valley, "\Vitherspoon and \Vyandotte. 

j 

Judge Joseph H. Alexander is a native of Hick 
man County, Tenn., but has been a resident of 
Hot Spring County since 1850. He was the son 
of J. M. and Susan (Sloan) Alexander, both natives 
of North Oarolina. When seven years of age, his 
mother died, his father surviving her twenty-two 
years. "\Vhen about fourteen years old Joseph left 
home and went to New Orleans, where he shipped 
as cabin boy on the "\Vinfield Scott, a packet 
running between Cincinnati and New Orleans, 
which life he followed for eight years, serving in 
various capacities, being at the end of that time 
mate of the vesseL In 1849 he came to Hot 
Springs, Ark., but remained only a short time, 
then going to Texas. The following year he re
turned to this county, engaged in buying and ship
ping horses and mules tu the Southern market, and 
later went into the employ of the Hanger & Alif 
Stage Oompany. in the capacity of agent, where 
he remained until the breaking out of the war. 
Then he enlisted in the Third Arkansas Infantry, 
known as Albert Russ regiment, and served until 
186-1, when he received his discharge. He par 
ticipated in the battles of Atlanta, Sharpsburg, 
in the seven days' fight in front of . Richmond, 
Fredericksburg, GettYAburg, Ohickamauga, and 
in the three days' battle of the \Vilclerness. In 
the second day's fight of the last named battle, 
Mr. Alexanc1er was wounded in the arm by a minie 
ball, which necessitated amputation. He was re 
tirl:'d in November, 18t1-t, as orderly sergeant, then 
returned home and rented a farm, which he ran 
until 18G9, then pnrchasing a farm of eighty seven 
acres on the Ouachita River, on the old military 
cro1'lsing. He lived there until ]8"'\1, when h8 
sold out, and in the following January moved to 
Malvern. In 1RSO he was elected county judge, 
and served three terms. He was again elected to 
that office in 1888, a position the duties of which 
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he still discharges in an efficient and painstaking 
manner. From 1Cl72 until 18~() he held the office 
of deputy sheriff. Judge Alexan<lf'r ana wife are 
mernberf> of the Methol1i~t Church, South, in which 
he holds the position of trustee and district stew
ard, also being class leaLler. He waR married in 1838 
to ]\{aggie Sivley, a native of Alabama. They are 
the parents of three children: ~William D. (lives at 
home, and is engaged in railroading), Gal'den P. 
(also an employe of the railroad company), and 
Genevia. Judge Alexander is a self made man, 
and has l'isen to a high position in society. He 
has taken an active part in public affairs since the 
wal', and is one of the pioneers of the county, 
having seen it develop from a wilderness into its 
presE'nt state of prosperity. His daughtE'r is a 
student at the Galaway Methodist Episcopal Col
lege at SE'arcy, Ark. 

Capt. J. 'V. Bailey came to this county in 
1844, where he early worked on a farm and at 
tended the subscription school on Brush Creek. 
He was born in Wilson Oounty, Tenn., in 1827, 
and was the son of 'Villiam and Frances (Phillips) 
Bailey, both natives of Virginia. Mr. William 
Bailey died when Oapt. J. "\V. was a small boy, in 
the year 1839. He was a farmer and was in the 
\Var of 1812. His wife survived him until 1866. 
J. W. Bailey remained here one year, when he 
went to Oass Oounty, Tex., and from there to 
Shreveport, La. In 185:3 he returned to Hot 
Spring Oounty, Ark., and bought a quarter sec 
tion of land in Big Oreek Township, where he has 
since maJe his home, investing in more land from 
time to time until he now owns 1,266 acres in this 
county. In 1Cl77 Mr. Bailey established a mill in 
the southeastern part of the county, which he still 
oporates as a cURtom country mill and cotton gin, 
and also owns a steam saw mill with a capacity of 
10,000 feet per day, employing thirteen men. Mr. 
Bailey was married in 1847 to Angeline F. Loving, 
a native of Alabama. by which marriage he be
came the father of nine children, Rix of whom are 
still living: Ann C. (now Mrs. Ounningham), 
James (a farmer of this connty), Lucy (wife of 
G. \V. Kannedy), Virginia (now Mrs. Phillips, of 
this county), Saphronia and Mollie (now Mrs. Will-
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iams). Mr. BailE'y wa" married the second time to on his own account, renting land for that purpose. 
:;\11'8. Reidt a willow, having by thi:-, marriage two In 1833 he moved to Arkansas and sE'ttled in Clear 
boys: Albert U. and Elbert ,Yo In February, Creekt where he purchased a farm and resided 
1862, he Eluli8ted in King's regiment, which he until after the war, when he moved to his present 
helped to raise, and wa:-, made first lieutenant of home, buying a quantity of bottom land then in a 
Company B. in the Twentieth Arkansas Infantry. wild state. This he improved and culti vated. and 
He served till the clO'i8 of thE' war, after having now owns about 145 acres of valuable land, com 
participated in Price's famou'i raid and many en prising one of tbe most productive farms in that 
gagemenh;, the principal of which were: Pilot section. Mr. Baker was married in the year 1853, 
Knob, Boonville, Lexington and Je:ifel'son Oity. to l\liss Drucilla Gillis. of Tennessee, by whom 
Mr. Bailey had his horse shot from under him on he has had eight children: Clinton (a farmer). 
one occasion, his hat cut by a ball and his beard JUartha (wife of JUl'. Samuel Sims). Lee, Alfonzo, 
clipped by a gunshot, and yet was never wounded. Alonzo, Hallie B., Jethro and Adolphus. In July; 
After the war he returned to his home, which he 1861, he enlisted in the Twelfth Arkansas, and 
found in a state of desolation, E'verything having served through the war with distinction. taking 
been taken. He has made all he now has, a hand part in the battles at Pilot Knob, Port Hudson, 
some fortune, since the war-an enduring monu- Price's raids through ~1issouri, Boonville, Mo., 
ment to energ:r and application. JUl". and ~lTs. Lexington, Kansas City, and a great number of 
Bailey are members of the :lHethodist Churcb. The skirmishes. He was captured at Island No. 10, 
former also belongs to the A. F. & A. M. He has and again at Port Hudson, and suffered all the 
held the office of county internal improvement tortures of the enemy's prisons. After the war 
commif=sioner two terms, and is a highly respected he returned home and found his farm in a desti 
citizen. After the war society and communities tute condition, but by unbounded energy and per 
were badly broken up, and political parties were severance he succeeded in once more building up 
wholly disorganized and the :Masonic fraternity his former state of prosperity, and is now on a 
disjointed. JUl'. BailE'Y assistE'd in reorganizing solid basis. JUl'. Baker and wife are both mero
the latter. He was also largely instrumental as a bel's of the :l\Iethodist Episcopal Church and take 
member or the committee appointed by the State an interest in all religious matters. 
central committee to reorganize the Democratic Daniel N. Berry, one of the leading citizens 
party throughout the State in 186CS, in gathering of Ouachita Township, Hot Spring County, Ark. t 
together the scattered members of the party in his was born in Tallapoosa County, Ala., on Septem 
county. He has always taken an active interest in ber 5, 18-!2. His parents were Joseph and Hollon 
the political welfare of his county and State, aid (Berry) furry, natives, respectively, of Georgia 
ing in other respects also to the material prosperity and Alabama. Joseph Berry was bOl'n in 1817, 
and advancement of the community. and his wife in 1818. They were married in 1836 

.Tames G. Baker, an old and well known resi- or 1CS37. in the State of Alabama, wh81'e they re
dent of Hot Spring County, having come here in sided until 1847 or 1848, then moving to Chickasaw 
18:):3, was born in Tuscumbia, Ala., in 1C,~H, and County, lUiss., and one year later to Dallas County, 
is a Bon of Job and Nellie (Ellis) Baker, natives Ark. After another year in that locality, Hot 
of England and Scotland, respectively. The father Spring County became their home, and here they 
was a carpenter by tra@e, who died in Tennessee have since resided. They are IDf'mhel's of the 
in 186:3, but the mother lived to a very advanced Missionary Baptist Church, ~Ir. Berry belonging to 
age. James G. Baker was rearE'd and instructed the :Masonic order, and he always votes the Dema
in the duties of farm lifet and received a somewhat cratic ticket. He was a soldier in thE' war with 

j 
limited education in his youth. ,Yhen twenty one the Indians in ] \36; and during the latE' war 
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ment, Oonfederate Army, participating in the bat~ Robert Harkins, born in Tallapoosa County, Ala., 
tle of Corinth. When about forty-five years old Septemher 21, 1851. Four children were born to 
he learned the wagonwright and coopers' trade, at them: Bertha A., Thomas H., Cora .J. and Asa 
which he has since worked, building a great many 1\1. 1\11'. Berry and wifA are lllelllbers of the Mis 
bouses and gins. In addition to fanning, he sionary Bapti~t Church. He is also a member of 
serves his neighbors as a general mechanic. By thB J'.IaAonic order, and politi('ally a strong D€'mo 
his first marriage he became the father of fonrteen crat. ,Vhen he began in life he had nothing but 
children, of whom three sons and four daughters a good constitution and an ability to manage. To 
are living; our subject being the third child. The this he attributes his f'mccess. He has always ad~ 
latter received his education at the home schools, vocated education and r€'ligion, and iH a warm 
and in July, 1861, left his home and cast his lot friend of all public and b€'n€'volent €'nterprises. 
with the Confederacy, enlisting in Oompany E, He was elected justice of the peace in 1872, in 
Twelfth Arkansas Infantry. He sprved in thiB Ouachita 'rownship, Hot Spring County, Ark., 
company till after the fall of Port Hudson, when anll has served ever since in that official capacity. 
he was paroled and taken into Oook's battalion. Joseph Brown first saw the light of day in 
After the Price raid through Missouri, he found Cecil County, JUd., December 11, 1837, and is the 
and joined his old command, in which he served son of Isaac and Ann (\Vesley) Brown, the former 
until May, 1803. He participated in many battles, of whom was born in Utica, N. Y., in 1803, where 
among them being Belmont and Island No. 10, on he was reared and eJucated. During the late war 
the Mississippi River. At the latter place he was he acted in the capacity of provost marshal in the 
taken prisoner and tran5ported to Camp Douglas, Federal army. From Utica he moved to Mary 
Chicago, when~ he was confined for Eix months, land, engaged in the lumber business, and followed 
then one month at Cairo. From the latter place this until his death, which occurred at Conowingo, 
he was taken to the parole camps at Jackson, Cecil County, IUd., in 188R His wife, Ann c,res-
JUiss., and was soon again in active service. He ley} Brown, was born in 180-1, grew up in Cecil 
was captured the second time at Port Hudson, County, and died n€'ar Baltimorfl, Md., in 1862. 
July 8, 1803, paroled, and after being exchanged Joseph Brown spent his boyhood days in that city, 
joined Price. He took part in all the engagements where he was educated. In 1850, at the age of 
in that famous march. When the war closed, he eighte€'n years, he w€'nt to Virginia and engaged 

returned to Hot Spring County, where he attended in the lumber business. Leaving that State, he 

5clo01 at Pleasant Hill for the next few months. came to Little Rock, Ark., in December, 1859, 
then turning his attention to farming, he has fol and the n€'xt year erected the first circular saw mill 


lowed that branch of indu">try ever since. He flver built in that city. In 1862, soon after the 


now owns 49-1 acres of land, 234 of which aI'€' in war broke out, he enlisted in ~Woodruff' s battery, 


the Washitaw River bottom. On Decpmhel' 20, light artillery, and participated in the battles of 


1~66, he married Miss Kizzie A. Matthews, dangh Prairie Grove, P€'a Ridge. and the capture of Lit 

tel' of Granville and Mary G. 1\Iatlhews, and a tle Hock, snrrenJering at Little Rock, June 5, 


nativE' of Hardeman County, Tenn. Bhe was born 1805. In company with his brother, in 11)05, he 


January 11, 1844-, and died Dec€'mber 14, 1877. engaged in the lumber business near Little Rock, 


By h€'r marriage to Mr. Berry, she became the where he continued in trade till October, 1873, 


mother of six children, five now living: Emily T. when he came to Gifford, Hot Spring County. 


(wif€' of I. H. ,Yest, farmer of Texas), Charl€'s F. Here he established a lal'ge lumber manufactnring 


(a ,(arm€'r of this county), Mary H. (at home), busine,"s, which still continues. He employs twenty 

five hands and turns oui 23,000 or 20,000 feet of 


years of age). On February 20, 1879, 1\11'. Berry lumber daily. In addition to his mill he owns about 

Rob€,1't T., Laura A., Joseph A. (died when ten t 

15,000 acres of timber land. He was marriedmarried Miss Louvinia C. Harkins, daughter of 
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August 31, 1S6G, to :Margaret E. Die-kRon, daughter 
of John and Catharine Diekson. By this marriage 
be became the fatb8l' of t8n childrpn (three de 
ceased): GeorgeA. (living at home), Lillian (liv 
ing at home), Robert E. L., Ida V., JUnggip (died 
1B82), Charles (died 1BSO), Joseph, Jr., and Man
dolin. Mr. Brown is a mpmbel' of the Masonic 
order, and one of Hot Spring'R most f'nterprising 
citizens. 

J ames Alfred Brumbelow was born in Carroll 
County, Tenn., ill November. 18:31, as the son of 
Joshua and Oynthia (Bntler) Brumbelow. The 
birth of Joshua Brumbelow occurred in Robertson 
Oounty, Tenn., in 17g3. Hf' was reared on a farm 
and obtained his education at the country scbools 
of his native county, and upon reaching manhood 
emigrated to Oarroll County, the samE' 8tate, and 
settled on a farm, being very successful in raising 
grain and stock. In 1847 he removed to Hemp
btead County, Ark., where he purchased land from 
the government. Here he lived until 1857, im 
proving his farm for the successful cultivation of 
cotton and corn. He then moved to Jack County, 
Tex., where he engaged in farming. The first 
year the Indians stole all his crops, hut thereafter 
he farmed in peace until his death, in 1803. His 
wife was horn in Murray Connty, Ky., in 1808, 
coming to Hempstead County in 1847, where she 
died in 1852. James A. Brumbelow was reared 
on a farm in Carroll County, Tenn., there attend
ing the country schools until 1847, when he 
accompanied his parents to Hempstead County, 
Ark. He began farming for himself in that county 
in 1852. Soon leaving this he roved about the 
State for a few months, finally settling on a farm 
in Gifford Township, Hot Spring Connty. Here 
he now has a fine farm of 160 acrt>s, sixty under 
cultivation, where he raises cotton and corn, and 
many head of horses, cattle and hogs. He was 
married in October. 185o, to Susan E. Pelton, 
daughter of John Pelton and wife. Ten children 
were bOl'n to them, five of whom are now living: 
James A., Jr. (died in 18(3), f'larah E. (wife of 
David U. Fenter, died in 1880), Malinda J. (died 
in 1863), "\Yilliam A. (married to Sarah Sides, liv 

]8(7), John T. (living at home and farmlng in 
Grant County, this State), Susie, Julia and Emily, 
(living at home). James A. Brumbelow enlisted 
in the Confederate arrny in February, 1'363, join 
ing Company I, Hawthorne's legiment. He par 
ticipated in the battle at Helena, and retired in 
July. 1863. He and his wife are members of the 
Christian Church, and esteemed citizenf'!. 

Andrew Jackson Chandler, actively occupied in 
agricultural affairs in Hot Spring County, came 
upon the stage of action about half a century 
after the birth of the famous old general who fur
nished him a name. He was born in this county, 
May 14-, 1844, being the son of James "Y. and 
Anna (Ke~) Cbandler. James W. Chandler 
was born in South Carolina, in 1814, grew to man 
hood in Cherokee County, Ala., and moved first 
to Izard County, Ark., then to Hot Spring County, 
where hp arrived in 1843. He settled on a farm 
in the woods, cleared and improved it, and is living 
on it to day, the county lines being so changed 
that he now residps in Saline County. Anna 
(Kemp) Chandler was born in Alabama in 1824, 
and reared in Mississippi. Andrew J., the subject 
of this sketch, was reared on a farm in Hot SlJring 
Oounty, gaining a fair education in the conntry 
schools in that neighborhood. In July, 1851, he 
enlisted in the Confederate army, joining Craw 
ford's Company-CD), Eleventh Arkansas Regulm's. 
He took part in the battle of Island No. 10, and a 
great many others of less importance. At the 
fornler he was captured and taken to Camp Butler, 
Springfield, Ill., being released in April, 18()4. 
He was married December 27, 1864, to Ollie Pen 
nington, daughtE'r of Benjamin and Eliza Penning
ton. The fruits of this marriage were nineteen 
children, nine of whom are still living: Benjamin 
T. (resides at Wyandotte), Octavia (wife of J. C. 
Davenport), Tunie L. (now 1\lrs. Martin), Anna E. 
(living at home), James M. (at home), Andrew Vii. 
(at home), Emma, Hattie and Mary (living at 
home). Andrew J. Chandler is engaged principally 
in the ginning and milling businesR, doing an ex
tensive business in cotton ginning in season. He 
is practically one of Hot Spring's self made men. 
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with the affairs of this communitv was born at 
Gunter's Landing, :l\Iorgan County: AJa., on Jann 
ary 9, 1817, his parents being Joseph and Sallie 
(Guerin) Clift. Joseph Clift was born in -Mary. 
land, in 1770, and emigrated to Clark, now Sa 
line County, Ark., in 18213, settling on land that 
was then a vast wilderness. Through hard work, 
he cleared and improved eighty acres, making a 
good farm. He died in 1"l45. His wife wa", born 
in South Carolina, and passed from life in Hot 
Spring County, this State, in 1g69. Harvey Clift 
was reared on a farm in Clark County, receiving 
his education at the subscription school in that 
connty, to which he was compelled to walk four 
miles. Taking up a farm in 1836 from the Gov
ernment, he has followed farming and furniture 
turning ever since. He owns a fine farm of forty
five acres, raising principally wheat, corn and 
oat'3. In 1839 he was married to Elizabeth Ashley, 
daughter of Miles and Nancy Ashley, natives of 
Tennessee. Twelve chilJren were born to them, 
eight of whom are living: Nancy (the eldest, 
married to Lewis Colier), Sarah (wife of David 
'Vallis, who was lost in the war), 1\1iles (married 
to Frances Phillips), Mary (wife of Dennis Wal 
lis), Flora (died in 1861), Henry T. (married to 
Katie Barton), Melissa (wife of -William New 
comb), Lucinda (wife of J. L. Holmes). Both 
:1\11'. and ~1rs. Clift have been active members of 
the Baptist Church for about thirty five years, and 
are highly respected in that neighborhood. 

j 

Hiram Jackson Clift, a pioneer of Hot Spring 
County, and one of its esteemed citizens, wa"! born 
in Tennessee, and is a son of \rilliam and Polly 
Ann ('Vyandus) Clift, both natives of the same 
State. Tlw father was a successful farmer, and a 
man of ability, being a natural born mechanic as 
well as farmer. He left Tennessee with his par 
ents when a boy and moved to Alabama, settling 
near Somerville, in JHorgan County, where be 
grew to manhood. In 1838 he carne to Arkansas, 
and located in the eastern part of Hot Spring 
County (then forming a part of what is now Saline 
County). After residing here until 185() he moved 
to TE'xas, and remained there twelvE' years, but 
finally came back to where his son Hiram lives, 

,. 
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where he died on January 9, 1~7(), the mother 
dying on January 10, the year previou"l. The 
paternal grandfather, .Toseph Olift, left Alabama 
in 182fi, and was one of the first settlers of Hot 
Spring County. NillP children were born to the 
parents, of whom four al'C yet living. Two of the 
sons served in the Confederate army; Joseph died 
while in prison at Little Rock, and James, who 
was a lieutenant in the Third Arkansas, was cap
tured at Island No. 10, and died after the war, it 
is RuppoRed from the exposure and hardships he 
underwent at that period, Hil'am J. was reared on 
a farm in Hot Spring Connty, and received a limited 
education on account of tht; pOOl' Rchool facilities to 
be harl at that time. He as'3isted his father in cul
tivating the land, and learned the blacksmith trade 
under the elder Olift's able instructions, soon 
becoming an expert in that line himself. In March, 
1851, he was married to Miss Caroline Sanford, of 
Mississippi, by whom be has had nine children, of 
whom four lived to maturity, and two are yet liv 
ing: Gilbert (a farmer), and Mary (wife of Shelby 
Bud, of this county). The mother died in J annary, 
] 808, a firm believer in the doctrines of the Baptist 
Ohurch. In December, 1871, Mr. Clift was again 
married, his second wife being Miss Martha A. 
Davenport, of Mississippi, by whom he had eight 
children, five of them yet living: Cornelia, Rosa 
Lee, Madie A., Hiram G. and Anna. Mr. Clift is 
a member of the BaptistUhurch, and has belonged 
to it from childhood. For many yearR he has been 
a deacon, and has reared his children to be Chris 
tian men and women. They have followed his pre 
cepts and example faithfully, and are an honor to 
his name. During the Rebellion, Mr. Clift waR a 
soldier in the Confederate army, enlisting in Sep~ 
temb8l', 1861, in the Third Texas, and afterward 
transferred to the Eleventh Texas. He served 
throughout the entire period, taking part in the 
hattles at Hichmond. La., Mansfield, La., Yellow 
Bayou, J~nkins' Ferry, and a great many others, 
performing his duties in a gallant manner, and 
often the hero of a thrilling escape. He has ap
plied himself strictly to his agricultural intere"ts 
since the war, and now owns about 565 acres of 
choice land. He lakes a deep interost in fruit t 
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growing, in fact mair8s it a specialty, and has been 
very successful in that direction. He is now aile 
of the leading and rum;t influential men in that 
spction, and a generous supporter of every enter 
prise that helps forward his county' ~ progress. 

T. H. Cloud, the son of Jeremiah and Karon 
(Berry) Cloud, came originally from Bradley 
County, Tenn., where he was born April 23, 1827. 
His father's birth occulTed in the year l/S/, in 
North Ca~·olina. Moving to Tennesflee, he was 
elected clerk of the circuit court of Claiborne 
County in 1812, sel'ving until 182-1. In 1832 he 
removed to t:laline County, Ark., and died in Au 
gust of the same year. His wife was born near 
Jamestown, Va., in 1/92, and moved to Saline 
County, Ark., in 1852, dying five years later at thp 
age of sixty five. T. H. Cloud was reared on a 
farm in Bradley County, Tenn., graduating from 
the Cleveland Academy. In 1841..{ he engaged in 
the tanning business at Benton, Saline County, 
moving in 1858 to Rockport, Hot Spring County, 
where he continued the tanning business in con
nection with farming and taVf>rn keeping. Here 
he remained for fourteen years, moving in lS62 to 
Magnet Cove Township, and settling on a farm, 
his subsequent place of residence. He now owns 
eighty acres of good farming land. In 1848 he 
was married to )\Iiss Martha J. \Y ilb, becoming 
the father of four children: James M. (born in 
1850), William N. (born in It:S36), Marion ,:r. (born 
in 1838), Orlando (born in 18()2). Mrs. Cloud 
died in August, , "',G5. In February of the next 
year, Mr. Cloud waR married to Catherine Henson, 
daughter of George T. and Elizabeth Henson. 
By this marriage there were seven children: Karon 
I. (born in 18(7), Thomas B. (born in August, 
186g), Sallie E. (born in 1871), T. H., Jr. (born 
in 1873), Belle (born in It:S/5), ~\Yalter (born in 
1877), Minnie V. (born in January, 1gg-1). Mr. 
Cloud enlisted in the Coufpderate army in 1t:S62, 
in Capt. Miller' B company, of Gen. Fagan's scouts, 
taking part in the battle at Helena. He was cap 
tured in Dallas Connty, Ark., and taken to Little 
Rock, in February, 1864, being transferred to 

the prison in St. kLouis, Aalnd in FAugusthof t~e 
same }ear was ta en to ton. rom t ere. III 

December, he was removed to Rock Island, remain 
ing till February, 1865, when he was exchanged 
to New Orleans, being released in April. Return 
ing home, he was elected treasurer of Hot Spring 
County in ] 850, and served till ] ~54:. He was then 
elected school commiRsioner, filling the office for six 
years. In] 861 and 1862 he served as deputy E>heriif 
of his county, and in 1865 was appointed aR sheriff 
by the Governor to fill the unexpired term of Mr. 
Clayton, holding the position with credit to hiR 
county for the remaining two years. Mrs. Cloud is 
an active member of the Missionary Baptist Church. 
In the various capacities to which lUI'. Cloud has 
been callea, he has distinguished himself with pe 
culiar care and fidelity, winning the hearty appro
bation of all. 

'Y. H. Collie, farmer, of Fenter Township, has 
been a resident of this State since December, 1845. 
He is a native of Tennessee, and the son of Charles 
and l\Iargaret (Clack) Collie. When their son was 
only nine years old the parents removed to l\1issis
sippi, where they remained four years, coming 
thence to Hot Spring County, where the father 
died in 1872, at the age of seventy. He had been 
a blacksmith and farmer by occupation. The 
mother, who was a member of the Baptist Church, 
died in lS65. Of their family of eleven children 
who grew to maturity, six are now residing in this 
county: Louis (in Fenter Township), Joseph (in 
Antioch Towntlhip), :l\1ary A. (wife of Quincy Laf
ten, of Fenter Township), 'V. H. (Ollf subject, 
and John 'V. (in Saline Township). 'Y. H. Collie 
lived with his parentR till hiR twenty third year, 
"'orking on the farm and applying himself with 
assiduity. At that age he was married to Miss 
Narsissa ,Yilson, a native of Independence County, 
Ark. Following this he farmed till the war cloud 
burst, when he enlisted in the Eleventh Arkansas 
Regiment, and served till the close of hostilities. 
His regiment was in numerous engagements, and 
he was once captured and heJd about six months. 
'Yhen released he came back home and bought the 
forty acres on which, with forty acres added, hE' 
now bves. He and wife are the parents of nine 
children: l\Iartha (deceased), Fannie (wife of E. 'V. 
McMillen, of this county), George 'Y., Samuel L., 
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\Villiam R., James L., Sarah J., J oSAph B., BessiA 
and Effie. Mr. Collie makes a specialty of cotton 
ralsmg. He and his wife are active members of 
the JHissionary Baptist Church, taking great inter
est in religious and moral work. 

Judge Alphonzo Curl js OIle of the bBf'::;t known 
attorneys or Hot Spring Connty, and one of the 
oldest residents in the southwest central portion of 
the State, having t'migrated to tbis lucality in 
1847 with his parents, from Tennesst'e. He was 
the son of Larkin J. and Martha J. (Shepard) Curl, 
both natives of Tennessf'e. The paternal great
grandfather, \Villiam Curl, was a nativo of North 
Carolina, but of English descent, and was a soldier 
in the Revolutionary \Yar. The paternal grand
father was also a native of North Carolina, in 1806 
emigrating to Hickman Connty, Tenn. He married 
Keziah Gambling. a native of North Carolina; her 
father was an officer in the Revolutionary \Var, 
Larkin J. Curl was born in ] 814, in Hickman 
County, Tenn., and was mauled in Pf)rI'Y County, 
Tenn., in ] 838, to ]\fartha J. Shepard. They 
were the parents of seven cbildren: Alpbonzo (the 
subject of this sketch), vVilliam (in the employ of 
the Hot Springs Railroad), l\-1ary 1\1. (deceased wife 
of Allen M. Thornton), Keziah J, (wife of M. B. 
Thornton, of this county), Frances, (wife of James 
O. Burk, now of Fayetteville, Ark.), Lindsey J. 
(who livt?s on the old homestead) and Louisa E. 
(wife of Peyton l\IcCullen" of tbis county). .Judge 
Curl was bOTn in Perry County, Tenn., July 11. 
1839. \rben he was seven years old his parents 
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movC'd to this county and settle(l on a wild piece of 
land of 160 acres. Here his youthful Jays were 
passed, his education being had in such schools as 
frontier life might offer. At the age of twenty 
one he left the farm. and taught school until the 
breaking out of the Civil War, when he enlisted in 
the Eleventh Arkansas Infantry, under Col. J. 1-1. 
Smith, in which he served for four years, taking 
part in the battle of Island No. 10, and a nurobe-r 
of others. At the last named engagement he was 
captured and held prisoner for five months at 
Camp Butler, Ill. After his release he was in the 

siege of Port Hudson, and on a raid by 001. John 
L. Logan was again taken prisonel' near N atehez, 
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MiRs., being at that time first lieutenant, He 
was taken to .Johnson's Island, whcre be was held 
t'.venty two months, until the close of the war, after 
whicL, rptnrning home, he engaged in tpaching 
school and clerking in a storp uutil Ib72, during 
this tillle also studying surveying. In ]873 Gov. 
Baxter appointed him jnstice of thE" peace of Hot 
Springs. He tben took up the study of law, and 
was admitted to the bar in Jnne, 1S73, and in 
1878 was admitted to the bar of the supreme court. 
The following year ue moved to Malvern, and com 
mpnced the pTactice of law, where he still follows' 
his profession. He has been elected by the bal' as 
especial judge several times. JLldge Curl was 
married on Septewber 15, 18()7, in Hot Springs, 
to Adelaide A. Kp('ler, a nativE' of Broom Connty, 
N. Y., and a desce-nJant of the Puritans who came 
to this country in the Mayflower. They were the 
parents of six children: Edith L. (an artist), Mar 
thaA. (a student at Ward's Seminary, at Nasbville, 
Tenn.), hene and Whitney (both students), Edna 
Aleen and Beulah. l\frs. Curl died on October 
~2, ]88[), at the age of thirty nine years. She 
was a devoted and active church member and a 
practical fripnd or the poor. Judge Curl is a 
member of the Methodist ChUl'ch, and also be 
10l1gs to the A. F. & A. M. and the I. O. O. P., 
having held the office of D. D. G. JU. in the 
former lodge. He is a member of tho Sunday 
school board of Little Rock conference, and has 
been for a number of years regarded as among tho 
leading Sunday school workers in this portion of 
the State. He is a prominent Democrat, bas al 
ways been a strong advocate and worker for educa
tional intere5ts and literary bocietiE'8, and is one of 
the le:1ding men in the commnnity, 

Milton Davis, a well known farmer of Hot 
Spring County, was born in Jackson County, Te-nn., 
J nly 5, 1823, and is the son of Joshua and Sallie 
(Moouy) Davis, JlativeR of Virginia. Joshua Davis 
died in Dallas County, 1Ho., when about sixty six 
years of age. His wife met her death in the same 
county when near the age of sixty. 'rhey were 
manied in Virginia, moving thence first to Ohio, 
subsequently to Tennessee, and stilllateT to Dallas t 
County, Mo., whf're they remained until their 
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death. He had been a farmer, and worked some 
at the coopers' t!'aue, being very successful, but 
through his liberality he lost much money. Both 
he and his wife were members of the Christian 
Church, taking great interest in church matters. 
He served in the Vv~ar of 1812, and participate<l in 
th\-' battle of New Orleans and otht-'r engagements. 
He was a member of the Masonic order, and in 
politics was a Whig. A family of twelve children 
were born to him, of whom Milton. our suh 
ject, is the only one living. Milton Davis received 
his education in TennesAee and Dallas County, 
lUo., remaining at home until the death of his 
parents. He then began to farm for himself, liv 
ing in Dallas County until 1g:l:V, when he camE' to 
this county, and has made bis home here ever 
si nce. After a few years he turned his attention 
to the wheelwright tracIe. which he has can 
tinued to a certain extent since that time. On 
May 10, 1847, he was manied to Miss Alice A. 
Henson, who was born January gO, 1 g30, in Ala
bama. By this union there were seven children: 
Ben A. (born November 10, 184b, a prominent 
farmer of this county), John (born August 16, 
1850, a farmer of this county), Sarah (wife of 
Patterson Haley, of Grant County, born Octo
ber 6, 1852), Isaac R. (born Dec'ember 1, 1854; 
died when eight years old), IHartha (born De· 
cembel' 17, 183G, wife of M. D. Knight, a 
farmer of this county), Mary C. (born July 14, 
1859, wife of John A. Parrish), Laura L. (born 
July 22, 1862, wife of Ansel M. Parrish, a farmer 
of this connty), ~"'illiam H. (born October H), 
1866, at home). In July, 11)64, Mr. Davis enlisted 
in the Home Guards, his family going to Texas. 
After the battle at Jenkins' Ferry, he returned and 
began life again with nothing whatever. By in 
dusiry and good management, he now has control 
of 24:0 acres of good land, with about sixty under 
cultivation. He is a Democrat, and has served his 
township foul' years as justice of the peace, with 
honor to himself and satisfaction to all law-abiding 
citizens. 

N. ~7. Denty, accounted one of Hot Spring 
County' 8 leading merchants, was born in :Marshall 
County, Miss., July 31, Ib47, as the son of Johnj 
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R. and Mary Ann (Irvine) Dpnty, natives of 
Georgia and rrennessee, respectively. They made 
}Vlarshall Oounty their home, h8 dying there at the 
ago of seventy eight years in 1885, and his wife 
passing away in March, 11362. He had always 
followed farming, and as such was very successful. 
He was a Ma:-.on of some distinction, having taken 
the higher degrpes. Both were members of the 
Methodist Epi"lcopal Church. South, and he was a 
believer in the principles of Dplllocracy. Mary S., 
wife of 'Y. T. Nesbit, of Mississippi, was a chi1<1 
by a former marringf'. N. 'Y. Denty recpivf'd his 
education in the bome '3chooIs, attentling some be
fore and some after the war. In May, 186:-3, he 
enlisted in Smith's company, Eighteenth Missis
sippi Battalion, where he served until May, 1805. 
Among the battlps in which he took part are 
8pring Hill, Franklin and Fort Pillow. During a 
raid in Tennessee, he had some very narrow es 
capes, but alwl:lys managed to come out all right. 
In 1869 he turned his attention to farming in De 
Soto Oonnty, Miss. He remained there until the 
year 1880, when he came to Arkansas and located 
at Donaldson, embarking in the mercantile busi
ness, in which he has since been continuously en
gaged. As postmaster of Donaldson be has served 
for five years. In 1868 he married J\1iss Nanny 
Johnson, of MiRsissi ppi. She died in this county 
September 12, 1883, leaving five children, all of 
whom are living: Irvine L., Lulu E., Maggie E., 
John R. and Samuel J. Mr. Denty was married the 
second time July 23, 1884-, Miss Laura Johnson, 
sister to the first Mrs. Denty, hecoming his wife. 
She died December 19, 1887, leaving two children: 
lHina B. and Imogen. His first wife was a mem
ber of the Christian OhUl'ch, while he connected 
himself with the Knights of Honor and the Demo 
cratic party. He is progressive and prosperous; 
and loyal and honored among his fellow citizens, 
doing all he can for the weHare of his town and 
county. 

John W. Dorman, an old settler of Fenter 
Township, Hot Spring County, has been a residf'nt 
of the country since 1830. His fatht'r, 'William 
Dorman, was a native of l\Iarylaml, where he was 
engaged in farming, and took part in the Indian t 
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War. He died in January, 1850, at the age of 
fifty years. Both he and his wife (who was ana 
tive of North Carolina) were members of the Meth 
odist Ohurch. J\.Irs. Dorman lived until 188'7, 
when she dieo on September 20, at the age of 
eighty-three years. They were the parents of ten 
children, two of whom only are living: John \V. 
(the subject of this sketch) and Allen (a farmer of 
Cleveland Oounty). John ,Yo Dorman came to 
Arkansas with his parents in 1850, an(1 the same 
year his father died of cholera. The mother then 
entered eighty acres of land, and afterwal'd 240 
more in Bradley Oounty, and in what is now Oleve 
land County, which she and her sons improved, 
and where John remained:until the breaking out 
of the Civil War. Then he enlisted in the First 
Arkansas Infantry, under Col. Fagan, and served 
four yeal's and one month, taking part in the bat
tles of Shiloh (where he was wounded and disabled 
for three months), Perryville, Ky., Chiekamauga 
(where he was again wounded, being shot in the 
hand, and laid up for four months), Murfreesboro, 
and Atlanta (where he was again wounded, this 
time in the thigh). After this last battle he was 
employed as a scout until the close of the war. 
\Yhen the war closed he returned to his mother's 
farm, which he then purchased, living upon the 
same until 1873, when he sold out and moved to 
Lincoln County, where he remained one yeal', then 
returning. In the winter of 188] he moved to Hot 
Spring County and here entered 120 acres or land 
under the homestead act, on which he now lives. 
:Mr. Dorman was married to Harriet Hanes, on 
J annary 9, Ib6'7. They are the parents of six 
children: Emily L. (wife of James A. Horn, of 
Saline Township), William Henry, Mollie, Hattie, 
Perry (deceased) and .John (decea!->ed). Mr. and 
J\.I1's. Dorman are members of tbe Methodist 
Church. The former wa", j ul'itice of the peace in 
Cleveland County befol'e moving to Hot Spring 
County. He is a successful farmer, making a 
specialty of potatoes and small fruit raising, is a 
self made man, and one of the influential residents 

of his township. 
Joseph H. Downey, the son of John and Mary 

Downey, natives of South Oarolina, was born in 
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Gwinnett County, Ga., in 1'i23. Hil:i paternal 
grandfather was a llativp- of Ireland, wbo came to 
America prior to the Revohltionm'y War, and took 
part in that struggle. He first F>ettleJ in Bonth 
Carolina, when~ he engaged in farming. After
ward moving to Alabama, he died at thf> advanced 
age of one llUndreu years. \Yhen Lnt seventeen 
years old J osp-ph H. Downey left horue and enlisted 
in the army under 1Yood, serving through the Semi
nole War. At thE' close of this brief contest, he 
returned home and worked on a farm, and in ] 838 
was mal'l'ied to Ann Vandevier, a native of South 
Carolina. After this important event, Mr. Dow
ney rented land a few years, w ben he moved to 
Georgia anq bought property, remailling there un
til 183-t, when he removed to Hot Spring County, 
Ark., four miles south of .Mal vern. HE're be im 
pl'oved land on which he resided till 1850, then 
settling in Ouachita River bottom upon a landed 
purchase of eighty acres, which he improved. In 
1837 he again changed his residence, tbis time 
locating on the property he now makes his home. 
He is the father of six children: William S. 
(killed at Gettysburg, a membel' of the Third AI' 
kansas Infantry), George L .. \Vhitfield, Lafayette 
J., Margaret J. and Sarah P. He has also reared 
three granu.children : John T., William K. and 
Mary P. During the war he served in the Twent) 
seventh Arkansas Regiment, Con federate army. 
Mr. Downey is a member of the Methodist Epis 
copal Ohurch, South, and has been steward and 
class leader for years. Always taking a great in 
terest in churches and schools, hp- i-; a warm frienu 
of educational and religious work. He is abo a 
memher of the l\laoonic fraternity. 

W. W. Dutton, the popular circnit clerk and e..t' 
officio county clerk of Hot Spring County. was born 
in Marshall, Tex., and is a son of Alfred Dutton 
and Eliza Dyer, of Ma'3",a('hu~etts and Indiana, 
respectively. The father was educated in his 
younger days for the ministry, and graduated hom 
Bowdoin College, at Springfield, Mass., but shortly 
after t hat event hE' moved to Texas, where he took 
up the study of law and was licensed to practice. 
\Yhile there he met and married hiB wife, by whom 

he had th,.•• chilih·en: Hcmy O. (now ,.eSidi~~ 
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Mount Yernon, Tex' i and a prominent merchant of 
that place), ,y. \Y. (the principal in tbis sketch) 
and Eudora J. (wife of J. E. Kimberlin. also of 
:Mount Vernon, Tex.). \V. ,Yo Dntton, the second 
son of his parents, was reared on a farm in Texas, 
and educated in tllfl public schools of his native 
county. In 1S72 he moved to Hot Spring Connty, 
Ark., and commenced farming, and at the samfl 
time employed part of bis time in teaching. In 
1880 be was appointed deputy clerk, and held that 
position a short time. but wishing to obtain a 
knowledge of the higher branches of education. he 
left it to attend the Arkansas University at Fayette
ville. Some time after bis return, in 1882, be was 
elected and serveu one term as circuit clerk and 
ex officio county C'lerk, and was again elected in 
1888 on the Democratic ticket. filling these offices \ 
in a manner tbat reflected gr(>at credit on himself 
and witb entire satisfaction to the people or Hot 
Spring County. His pleasant andress and agree 
able manners, as well as his efficietlcy and mani 
fested qualification in the discharge of official 
duties, bave won the confidence of his fellow citi 
zens, and he well deserves the honor bestowed 
upon bim. Mr. Dutton was married November 15. 
1884, to Miss Annie L. Orr. of Ohio, by whom he 
has harr two cbildren: Roy (born February 7, 
188/) and Annie L. (born July 28, 1880). 

John 'Y. Easley was born in Dallas County, 
Ark. , July] 3, 1839. being the son of ,riley and 
l\1ary A. (Henson) Easley, originally from Dallas 
County, 1\10. 1\1r. Easley died in 1877 at the age 
of forty-nine years, but his wife is now residing with 
her son, the subjE'rt of this sketch. They were 
marri~d in Dallas County, that State, and went to 
Texas during the war, rE'lilaining the rest of 1he 
time in Hot Spring County. He was engaged 
in the mercantile businrss in connection with 
farming, owning business at Donaldson, where he 
had the postoffice established and acted as post 
master for three years. For four years be served 
in the Confederate army, being commissioned as an 
officer in an Arkansas regiment, and participating 
in a number of battles. He also ably served bis 
county as assessor for two years, and was recog 
nized as a ~an of power and influence. His wife 
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is a IDember of the l\fiRE>ionary Baptist Church, 
and he belonged to the Masonic order, holding the 
position of master mason. He voted the Democratic 
ticket, and as a farmer was very successful. To 
their marriage was born a family of nille children, 
four now living: Augnsta Mebreta (wife of 1\1iles 
F. Nix. farmer of this county), John 'V. (our sub 
ject), Laura E. (wife or John Griffen, mill operator 
and farmer of this county) and Thomas Rolland 
(at home). John \Y. Easley received his education 
in the Arkadelphia higb schools, and at his father's 
death took charge of his business, whieh he bas 
since successfully managed. In 1888 he estab
lished his mill one mile south of Donaldson on the 
railroad, where, with a force of fifteen men, he 
turns out daily some] 3,000 feet of oak and pine 
lumber. He finds bis market in Des 1\Ioines, 
Iowa, and Omaha, Neb. He is also extensively 
engaged in farming, owning 400 acres of partly 
bottom land, with 140 acres under cultivation. 
Since 1886 he has been in the mercantile business 
at Donaldson. lTpon the death of his father Mr. 
Easley became postmaster, remaining in office for 
about one year. He votes the Democratic ticket, 
and is one of Hot Spring County's go ahead men. 
Every enterprise that bas for an ultimatum the 
improvement of the condition of his fellow men 
finds bim an earnest advocate. Pursuing bis way 
in a quiet but effective manner, he has become 
widely ancl favorably known. 

Samuel Alexander Emerson, one of the early 
settlers of Hot Spring County, Ark., was a natiye 
of North Carolina, and came from that State in 
1832, at tbe age of twenty two years. He was 
born January 2G, 1810, and his early outdoor life 
formed him into a strong, robust man after reach 
ing bis maturity. He was a perfect Hercules in 
form and strength, but withal a tender hearted 
and self sacrificing man. He wa" a devout Chris
tian, and belonged to the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, as also the Masonic order, in 
which he stood high. 1\11'. Emer--on settled on 
a farm of eighty acres soutbwest of Malvern. on 
the Ouachita Ri\er bottom, and that amonnt of 
land in those clays was considered to make a very 
extensive farm. The country was thickly popu
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lated with bears, panthers, wolves, buffaloes, wild 
cats, and in fact every Rppci(ls of wild animal that 
infested that section of the country, aIllI the life of 
a pioO{'\er in thof,e days was by no means a sine 
cure. His place is known to this day a" the 0111 
Emerson place, bis namp having hecome famous 
throughout that section, almost as mueh so as 
Davy Crockett's in Kentnck). '.Vith him came 
three brothers: -Wafo.hington, J ospph awl John, and 
four sisters: JHary, Elizabeth, Oatharine and Aman 
da. as also the widowed mother. She. however, 
only surviveu for a few years after bel' arrival at 
the new home. The entire family resided all their 
lives in Hot Spring County, excppt Wa"ihington, 
who remained there but a few years, and then re 
moved to Van Zandt Connty, Tex., where he lived 
to an advanced age. Col. A. R. Givens, of Rpvo 
lutionary faIlle, came out frOID Augusta Oounty, 
Va., in 1834-, bringing with him his sun in law, 
Porterfield Rippetoe, and about sixty slaves. He 
entered a large tract of land in the Ouachita bot 
tom, and after leaving his slaves and land in charge 
of ~1r. Rippetoe, returned to his old home. He 
made several trips to and fro, and in ] S4-1 came 
again, bringing with him his daughter, Sara l\Iar 
garet, to join her elder sister, who had preceded 
her. Shortly after her arrival, Samuel A. Emer
son met and won her hand in marriage, and was 
united to her on May 2f), 1842. She was a native 
of Augusta County. Va., born on September 17, 
1821, and a d\:'"\'out Chri,.,tiall lauy, a"> well a., a 
kind anel affectionatE' mothf'r aftpr her marriagE'. 
Ht'r death or'Cl1lTeU October 1U, ] r...,;--)8, on the placp 
now ownpu by 1H1'. J. A. Miller, and she now rests 
in the old Hockport cemetpl')'. Mr. Emerson pur 
chased largely of town lots, ill what i,., now known 
as Rockport, and erected the first hotc>l eVt'r huilt 
in the county. He was an active, energptic and 
enterprising man, always to the front in looking 
after thp lwst intf'l'e'-lt"> of hi:-; adopted county, and 
ont' of the few lllf'n who helped build up the town 
of Hockport. Ht' was of an exceeclingly religious 
character, and would allow no work, no matter 
what it was, 10 be done on SUllday, E'VPll the cook
ing for that day being done on Saturday. He was 
what is known as all old time Methodist, and built 

the first church and school houRe in Hot Spring 
UOllllty. In politics he wa"> a :-,tanch Democrat, 
and a Ienapr of hiR party in that section, and al 
ways a valnablp aiu in putting his friends in office, 
although h8 wonid never accept one himself, until 
the )'E'<lr 184-4-, \vhpn he was f'lected county judge, 
awl rp elected in 1~-J(). In 1~30 he was c>lected 
to represl'nt his county in the If'gislatul'f', and at 
thp expiration of his term returnp<.l home, and in a 
conversation with hiR wife, told h8r that during 
the spssion he had grown in grace and in favor 
with his blessed Master, the great Author of bis 
being. In May, lS51, he conceived the idea of build
ing a grist-mill to be run by water, and immediately 
commence<l e1 ecting one down by the rocks near 
Rockport. During the summer months he was en 
gaged in blasting the imInense rocks at that point, 
and while occupiec1 in this work, became so over
heated that in September of the same year he died, 
and his remains rest besi<le the body of his wife 
in Rockport cemetery. Five children were born 
to this union: Samuel Alexander Emerson, Jr. 
(born May 2S. IS-i3, and died tleptember 13, 
1'345), Mary Elizabeth (born August 23, ]S44, 
wife of Thomas ,T. Thrasher, by whom she bas 
had nine childn>n, two of whom are deceased), 
Samuel Henry (the third child and second son was 
born in Bockport on October ;), 1846). Samuel 
Henry Emerson was five years old when his father 
died, and eleYf'n years of age when his mother 
passed away. He attended school four months in 
1S;)5, and five months in the year of 1857, and in 
1'-539 attended five months more, and from Sep
tember 1, I~GO, to J\Iay 1, IS61, and about that 
period the first bugle notes calling the men to 
arms was heard through the country. He left 
school and joined a company then being formed at 
Rockport, and at that time was only fourteen 
years old. The company numbered seventy five 
men, and had as members some of the leading and 
most inflnential men in the county, their captain 
being Daniel A. Newman. They left Hockport on 
June 2-+. 1Sf)I, at 1 o'clock P. M. for Lynchburg, 
Va., arriving thpre 011 the second day of July, and 
went into camp at the same time with nine other 
cOlllpanies from Arkansas. 'l'he Third Arkansas t 
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Infantry Regiment was mustered into service with 
Col. Albert Rust cummanding, anLlleft immediately 
for Northwet-.tern Virginia, where they werE' added 
to Gen. But-.hrod ,Tohnt-.ton' 8 army. On January 1, 
18G2, the regimpnt was addeLl to Gen. Lowering's 
command, and was with him on bis noted Romany 
and Bath campaigns io that section of Virginia. 
They were afterward held as reSElrvE' hOOPR in 
Gen. McClellan's assault on Richmond, in the 
battles at Chickahominy, }\1.echanicRville, Gaines' 
Farm and Malvern Hill. Mr. Emerson was also 
with Stonewall Jackson at Harper's Ferry when 
11,000 prisoners. seventy-three pieces of artillery 
and 13,00U stanus of arms were captured. Two 
days later, on September 17, 1 Cl52, he was in the 
battle of Antietam against Gen. McClellan, when 
the Oonfederate army numbered 50,000 and the 
Federals numbered 120, 000. After this engage
ment his regiment was placed in with the First, 
Fourth and Fifth Texas Regiments, and were known 
as the Texas Brigade of Hood'R division, Long 
street's corps, and on December 11, 1862, they 
were confronted at Fredericksburg by Gen. Burn
side, whom they defeated. In May, 1863, Gen. 
Joe Hooker issued f01 th from -Washington, D. 0., 
with fiying colors, to wipe Lee and Jackson from 
off the earth. The two armies came together at 
Ohancellorf'>ville, Va., Mr. Emerson's division be 
ing held in reserve, but was never needed in that 
fight. In 18()3 he went with Gen. Lee's army to 
Pennsylvania, taking part in the great battle at 
Gettysburg, and for three hours Hood's division 
of Longstreet's corps fought band to hand with the 
enemy in the old peach orchard near Littlp Ronnd 
Top. As Ml'. Emerson graphically describes the 
scene, so it will be given: "I was shot (lown about 
sundown, and five others of my company were 
killed. 1\ly surroundings at thi.., point were awful 
to contemplate There was a calm lUt-.ter in the 
sky as I surveyed it from the vallE'Y in whicb I lay. 
ThE' blue expanse was nntarni~hed by a cloud. 
Around. me everything presented the glorious 
beauties of a f-,ummer's day save the havoc of the 
broad. battlefield, which lay bestrewed with the 
dead and wonnded. Thp scene was too distress 
ing for description. My thoughts wandered nntil 
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I could trace the dawning of the Bnn upon our 
shores from the bosom of the Atlantic, and fol 
lowing his course until he sank in the peace 
ful waters of the Pacific. The enemy's ball 
had passed across the crown of my head, cleav 
ing the skull, and I had fallen to the ground 
blind and pal·alyzed. The sun was just setting in 
t18 west, an<l for a moment diverted my thoughts, 
but they returned with a paroxysm of agony as I 
beheld the gray twilight setting in. Great God! 
I exclaimed, and must I remain here all night? I 
dare not look around mE' but cast my eyes upward 
to the sky, which was garnished with millions of 
stars, and the pale moon shed a dim light around 
me, as floating toward the west she promisf'd soon 
to leave me in ntter darkness. I always loved to 
look upon the heavens, and mark the bright globes 
as they rolled through their unknown sphere in the 
regioDs of space, but a glancE' now filled me with 
horror. I closed my eyes in hopes of shuttine- out 
the appalling vision, but it hung upon me like an 
incubus, and occasionally the rattle of musketry 
and the roar of cannon came rnshing over my lac
erated brain like traces of fire. In vain did I at
tempt to calm my feelings. They werB as tumult
uous as the troublesome ocean. Reason was pow 
erless, and at length I feared had forsaken me for 
ever. I doubted the- reality of all around me, and 
strove to shake it off as a horrible dream. Vain 
efforts. Wild visions floated before me. My 
thoughts were bewildered, and though all my suf 
feI'ings were indelibly impressed upon my brain, I 
was mad with terror and anguif'h. The stars and 
bars were lying at my feet. By and by the storm 
of battle pasRf>d away. The distant mutterings of 
the cannons soon cea!-Jed to fall upon my ear. Then, 
again, all was dark. Not a star could be seen 
twinkling in the sky. The heavens themselves 
were hidden by the thick veil of gloom as well as 
every object. '0 darknesR, you revive my terrors.' 
I had read Byron's deRcription of uarknesR, and itR 
memory drew me within it') horria sphere. All was 
silence save the groan') of the dying. I felt as if 
eternity had begun its reign, and that I was sta 
tioned in my allotted corner of endless duration. 
It appeared as if I were in the center of darlmess, 
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where light was never again destined to penetrate. 
Long and anxiously did I wuit and look around 
to catch the fint dawning of light. I coula have 
WE'pt with joy to Lehold a singhl star, a Ringle 
spark, if it were but thE' transiE'nt light of the fire 
fly. but I Raw nothing. AgE'S appeared to have 
rolled away and YE't day camE' not. I feared that 
the snn had set to rise no llJore for me. FluttE'ring 
and incoherent thoughts of death camp over my 
mind. \Vas I in my grave, I mentally in<luired. 
Can this be dE'ath? Call these fancies be the 
drE'ams of nothingnesR? Vain thoughtR. I could 
not satisfy myself. I doubted my capacity to 
move. I strove to remember tbe cause of my dis 
solution, and the attpnclance of friends at the last 
moment of existencE', but lllemory was like the dim 
shades of night, and the mist was impenetrable. 
Oblivion had Rtl'etched her pall over me. Hpaven 
und earth seemed to have paRsed away. Memory 
was dead. Recollection had forsaken me. I knew 
not E'ven wbpre I was then. At le-ngth the thick 
clouds of gloom began to disperse. A feeble voicE' 
seemed to call: 'Oh, Sam!' Judge, those who can, 
how intently I listened for the second call: . Oh, 
Sam! ' Yet how I trembled that it should prove a 
dE'1usion. 0 Gotl, it was not. It was the voice of 
one of my comrades, who had been sent back by the 
captain of my company, he knowing that sevPl:al had 
fallen in that particular locality, the peach orchard 
near the stone fence, as it will ever be remembered 
by the survivors of tllP Texas Bl'igaup. For tbp first 
time in thref? long yea1':-' did I think of homp and 
friends as mp-mory came TllsLing IJa('k to my brain. 
~Iay I never witness anothp-r such night. " Hp was 
placptl in a wagon and hauled to \\' illiamRport, Md., 
on the PotomaC' Rivpr, and there conveyed across 
the riv!?r to tIle Virginia Riele. From thpre he 
was transported to Harrisburg, Va., and then fur 
Jou.Q'heJ for thirty days, then going to ,rayne~Loro, 
Va.~ and rE'maining with hiR mother's old!?Rt sister, 
Eliza Fritch, until his recovery, when he joined 
his company again at Cbickamauga, Ga. lUI'. 
Emerson waR IlE'xt with Longstreet at Knoxville, 
Bulh;' Gap, 1\Iurristown an<l Zolicoffep. In May, 
1Cj()-t., he was hurried back to Virginia, arriving on 
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the (Hh of that month, and tak'ing their position on 
tllfl right of the plank road, Roon drove the Fed 
erah:l from tbeir position. At the second cbarge of 
hiR commantl l\Ir. Em01'SOn was Rhot through the 
left foot, and waH forced to return to his aunt' A 
hOUSf-' at WaynE'Rboro. Gangrene spt in his wound, 
and it was thought at OIlE' time that the foot would 
have to }w amputated, hut fortunutE'ly this did not 
happen. This, howE'ver, preventetl him from tak
ing part in the battles of Cold Harbor, Spottsyl
vania COUlt House, and several others. His wound 
finally healed, and he TPjoined his command Feb· 
ruary 17, I805, near Richmond, Va., and was 
moved with them from that city April 8, taking 
part in a number of skirmishes on thp retreat to 
Appomattox Court House, where they sunendered 
April 9, 186;:>. Mr. Emerson was one of the five 
privates of his conlpany who surrendered., the re 
mainder baving been killed, captured and disabled. 
He was paroled on the 11th of that month, and, as 
he remarkR, "made a bee line for home." He 
reached Lynchburg, and from there footed it all 
the way to Greenville, Tenn., where hE' obtainE'd 
transportation to Nashville, and from there to 
Devall's Bluff, Al·k. He next rode to Little Rock, 
and from there was compelled to foot it for forty 
seven miles, reaching home May 10, 1803, after an 
absE'nce of fonr years. Shortly after his arrival 
home Mr. Emerson was afflicted with the camp 
itch, which almoRt killed bim. He was at that 
time a wild, reckless boy of nineteen years; but 
through the influence of Rev. A. B. ,Yinfield, a 
circuit rider belonging to the Methodist EpisC'opal 
Church, South, he professed religion and joined 
that church, in Sept ember, 1865. October 10, 1863, 
be was married to Miss Mary Catherine Gill, a 
native of McNairy County, Tenn., G. C. 1\lillpr, 
Esq., pNforming the ceremony, at what is now 
known as the Kelly place. Hp tmned his attention 
to farming alter the war, and has continuously fo1
10wf?c1 it. In the spring of 1872 he entered into 
business at the town of Rockport, with Mr. Joseph 
Guggenheimer as a partner. ,Vhen the Iron Mount 
ain Railroad was built through the county, in 1872, 
he moved his mercantile business from Rockport to ~ 
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lished in that town. He built his present residence 
in Malvern in the fall of 1870, anu moveel his fam 
ily into it, and December 31, in the samE' year, 
sold out his business. Mr. Emerson was the first 
mayor of Malvern, elected in 1876, and re elected 
in 1877. He was elected to represent the county 
in the legislature in 1880, and re elected in 1S82. 
He was also elected sergeant at arms of the lower 
house in 18'3G, and July 14, in the same year, was 
appointed postmaster of Mal vern by the Cleveland 
administration, and removed when Harrison was 
elected, on account of his politics, OIl December 1, 
1889. Mr. and Mrs. Emerson have had the fol
lowing children born to their marriage: ]}liner 
Alexander, Fred Garland, Samuel Vaneaton, Sallie 
Ora, .John Pinkney, Elbert Lee, Edward Henry, 
Mary Augusta, William Foster and Ethel ~Waldo. 
1\1r. Emerson is a member of the Masonic frater
nity, and also of the A. O. U. ,r. He has never 
fully recovered from the wound received at Gettys
burg, and his head is now sometimes afflicted by 
it. After Samuel Alexander came John Bowey 
Emerson, the third son, who was born August 16, 
1848, and died June 29, 1859. The fourth and 
last son, Elbert English, was born June 17, I85n, 
and resides in his native county. He was married 
to Miss Georgia A. Ohandler, by whom he had 
three children: Ernest Elbert, Alberta and Carlie. 
John Pinkney Emerson married a Miss Joyner, but 
has no children. He was a well known Methodist 
preacher, and also a member of thp 1\1asonic frater 
nity. In politics he was a stanch Democrat, and 
was twice elected county clerk. His death occurred 
January 20, 1837, and his remains lie in the cem 
etel'y at Rockport. Joseph V. Emen·,on was born 
January 14, 1818, and married a Miss R. C. 
Riggs on February 2, 1847. Two children were 
born to this union: Martha J. and Joseph V.; ,Jr. 
The first named was married to 1\Ir. J. 1. Rohin
son on May 14, 1866, and is now a widow with 
three children: Ed, Ollie and Frank. Joseph V. 
was marri8d to A. M. Baker on January 10, 187V, 
by whom she has had one child. He was a man of 
great energy and enterprise, and one who loved 
justice. He had occasion to make a trip to Little 
Rock at one time, and went by wagon. On the 

return journey he took sick, and died before reach 
iug home, his death occurring on J annal'Y 14, 1855. 
He also sleeps in the Rockport Cemetery. l\lary 
Emerson, the oldest of the daughters, was married 
to Mr. George U. Miller, of Augusta County, Va., 
who came to Hot Spring County in 1835. Two 
children were born to this union: Hannah E. and 
Martha R. The fin;t named married JUr. Ewell 
Chamberlain, who di(>cl July 2~, 1~63, from wounds 
received at the battle of GettYbburg. Two ehil
dren were born to this union: Eliza and Hannah, 
the former being now the wife of 1\11'. Amos H. 
Bassett, who shortly afterward moved to Wyoming 
Territory, and the latter married to Mr. D. H. 
Rutherford, and residing at Magnet COVE', in the 
northern part of the county, where she has a fam
ily or seven children. Martha R., the second 
daughter of G. C. aml l\lary (Emerson) 1\li11e1', was 
married to Mr. J. A. Miller on October 3, 1865, 
by whom she has had four children: George 0., 
Altha, Thomas and Hattie. Their mother died 
tleptember 29, 1880, and she too sleeps in the cem
etery at Rockport. Elizabeth Emerson married 
Martin \rard on October lu, 1836, and died July 
8, 1~38. No children were born to their union. 
Catherine married Mr. Thomas Blakely, by whom 
she had two children: \ymiam R. and Eliza. 
The latter is still living, and resides in Hot Spring 
County, the wife of 1\Ir. 'V. J. Robinson, by whom 
she has one child. ,ymiam R. died in Little Rock 
on October 2, 1~:-:'8. Amanda Emer:::,on was mar 
ried three times. Her firbt husband was Adam 
Blakely, who died a year after their union, leaving 
one son, James T. Blakely, who lived to maturity 
and was married to a 1\Iiss Gardner, by whom he 
had three children. He and wife are both deceased, 
whilE' the childreu are cared for by the wife's fam 
ily. Amanda's second marriage was to lUI'. John 
F. Keith. by whom she had three children, two 
Jet living. This husband died during the 'war 
while serving in the army. Their !:lon, J Ohl~ 'V., 
was married to a Miss Jennie S. Nichols, by whom 
he has a family of eight children. Louis D. mar 
ried James H. JUcOammon, who died. February 10, 
1888. She is now a willow with one child. Aman 
da'iS third marriage was to Sherrell Gentry, b) 
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whom one child is living and grown, Thomas J. 
Gentry. She has long since dled, and sleeps in 
the Rockford Oemetery. The remainder of this 
remarkable family are rf'siding in Hot Spring 
County, and are among its best known and most 
respected people. 

George L. Erwin is a well known resident of 
Fenter Township, having been a citizen of the 
county since 1867. Originally from l\Iississippi, he 
was reared in Tennessee, the native State of his 
parents, Nathaniel B. and Susan O. (Mitchel) Er
win. His father moved to Lamar County, Tex., 
in 185g, and the following year to Lonoke Oounty, 
Ark., where he lived until his death, which oc
curred in 1868, his wife dying in 1862. Mrs. Er 
win was a member of the Prt>sbyterian Ohurch. 
George L. Erwin accompanied his parents to 
Texas, and later to Arkansas, where he lived at 
home until June 14, 1861, then enlisting in the 
Confederate army, in the Twenty ninth Arkansas 
Infantry, in which he served until the close of the 
war; he participated in the battles of Prairie 
Grove, Jenkins' Ferry, Poison Springs, Helena and 
a number of others, and at Prairie Grove was 
wounded by a mi.nie ball in the neck and &houldpr. 
After the war be engaged as a stage driver from 
Little Rock to Hot Springs, thus being occupied 
for two years. Ooming thence to this county he 
was united in marriage with Mrs. l\lary A. Beau 
cbamp (nee Gills), a widow lady, in 1867. After 
his marriage 1\lr. Erwin bougbt land in Fenter 
Township and commpnced farming, continuing 
with fair success nntil his removal to Little Rock 
in 1871. Three years after he muved back to his 
farm, and a chort time folIo wing entered eighty 
acres under the home~tead act, on which he still 
resides, and which he has improved and added 
to, so that he now bas a fine farm of 120 acres. 
1\11'. and l\Irs. Erwin are the parents of eight chil 
dTen, four of whom are living: Needham E. (de 
ceased), George L. (deceased), Herbert F. (de
ceased). Minnie L. (deceased), J amt's A. (livps at 
borne), Luke, Galdin 1\Jay and Willie B. (all at 
home). Mrs. Erwin i~ a member of the Ml::'thodist 
Chnrcb. In his farming operations Mr. Erwin 

j ~ bly demonstrates his acquaintance with agricult 

ural affairs. He is a representative tiller of the 
soil, and a mall who enjoys the respect of all ac 
quai[ltallceR. 

George M. Floyd wns born in Spartenbul'g 
District, S. 0., on May ~t, 18..Jco, his parents bping 
Enoch and Sarah (Scott) Floyd, natives of South 
Carolina. They are now d.eceased. The father was 
a farmer by occupation, born ill IS0f), and flied in 
Georgia, in 1800; his wife, whose birth occurred. 
in 1809, passed away in Hot Spring Connty, Ark., 
in 1871. They were married in Sonth Carolina, 
and afterward moved to Bartow Oounty, Ga., liv
ing there until separated by death. The widow, 
in 1871, settled in Rockport, Ark. She became, 
by her marriage with Mr. Floyd, the mother of 
ten children, six of whom are now living. George 
1H. Floyd received his education in Bartow County, 
Ga., remaining with his mother until her death. 
~hen but nine years of age he began to help in 
the duties about the home farm, continuing to aid 
in the support of the family until Mrs. Floyd's 
de8th. In August, 18(31, he enlisted in Oompany 
A, Eighth Georgia Battalion, in which be served 
till the surrender at Gl'eenbboro, N. 0., in 18G5, 
having participated in many battles, among which 
were those at Savannah, Ga., Charleston, S. 0., 
and Jackson, 1\1iss. He was in the Georgia cam 
paign from Dalton, alld took part in all the battles 
around At]anta, receiving a :fle~h-woulld from a gun 
shot at Kenesaw Mountain. which disabled him and 
he was furloughed for thirty days. Afterward he 
was in the battles at Franklin and Nashville, and 
was taken prisoner at Jackson, l\liss., but making his 
escape, he returnpd to Georgia. Here he farmpd 
until October, Jb()b, when he came to Arkansas, 
bis outfit consisting of one twenty. year· oW mule, 
a wagon, $33, his wife ana baby. After six weeks 
on the road, he stopped. in Boolle Oounty, and 
farmed for one year, then coming to Hot Spring 
(Jonnty, where he hab since made his borne. 
Farming first 1'8cpived his attention, after which 
he went to Malvern, and one year later opened the 
Floyd Hote] , conducting this well known hostelry 
one year. He next opened a livpry, feed and sale 
stable, which he bas since continued to run, meet
ing with good success. In November, IS84:, be 
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lost his stable and business houoe on Main Street 
by fire, but not discouragod spee\lily resumed. 
Again, in October, 1 g'j8, fire visited his property 
on Olive 8treet, consuming eleven head of good 
hors8s and all his livery rigs. Although suffering 
many set-backs in bw.,iness, Mr. Floyd upon the 
whole has been very fortunate. In Hl7.t he was 
elected sheriff of Hot 8pring Connty to fill the 
unexpired term of Thomas D. Farris, serving 
eighteen months. He bas been elected mayor of 
the ('ity of Mal vern several timE'S, besidE'S being 
called upon to serve various town offices, now offi 
ciating as alderman. In January, 18G7, he was 
married to 1\1iss N ('ttie Pierce, who was Dorn in 
Georgia. in ] 830. She rlied in this county in 
]87], leaving two children, one of whom, Minnie, 
is the wife of T. J. Laughlin, liveryman at Hot 
Springs, Ark.; Alice diec! at the age of eleven 
years. In 1873 Mr. Floyd was married to l'fiss 
Bettie Rieth, who was a native of this county. 
She only survivecl her marriage one year. His 
third marriage was to Miss Agnes House, also of 
Arkansas, who died in November, 1882, at the age 
of thirty one years, leaving a family of three chil
dren, two now living: James A. and George M., Jr. 
Agnes L. died in infancy. Mr. Floyd is a Royal 
Arch Mason and a member of the Democratic party. 
He is one of the public spirited mEln of the county, 
heartily indorsing all public improvements, and 
the many capacities ~n which he has served leave 
no doubt as to the position he occupies in the re 
speet and esteem of his fellow citizens. Hot 
Spring County hat! in him a warm advocate. 

Moses P. Goodman, a well known and popular 
citizen of Hot Spring County, rE'siding in Harrison 
Township, was born in Henderson County, Tenn., 
in 1831, and is a son of OlaIeR and Pollie (Cam
mell) Goodman, both natives of North Carolina. 
The father was a prominent farmer in hit-> native 
tltate as also in TennesseE', emigrating to the latter 
State at an early day and residing there nntil the 
year 1834. He next moved to Tippab Connt.y, 
Miss., being a pioneer of that place, and in the 
year 1848 came to Hot Spring County, Ark., where 
he purchased land, improved it and became one of 
the most inlluential planters in that section, until 
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bis death in 1870, at the age of eighty-three years. 
The mother died in 18U3, at the age of sixty five 
years, and. like the father, wa.., a devoted member 
of the Baptist Church. They were the parellts of 
nine children, of whom tbree are yet living: "Will
iam R. (a lpading citizen of Grant Couuty, Ark.), 
l\Io~es P. (the principal in this sketch) and Artie 
1'1. (wife of Thomas Oheneweth, of Calhoun Coun
ty, Ark.). MOf:l8-; P. Goodman came to this county 
'>vith his parents when a lad of eighteen yeanl, and 
as the country was llew, he sppnt the greater pOI' 
tion of the first few years in assisting' his father 
clear up and improve the land. In ]832 he was 
married to 1\1iss Nancy A. Selph, of Gibson Ooun 
ty, rrenn., out lost his excellent wife in 1870, who 
left seven children. In] Cj71 he again l11arried, 
his second wife being 1\1iss J ospphine Berry, a na
tive of Arkansas, by whom he had five children: 
Dauiel B. (resicling at home), Nancy (wife of ]H. 

F. Harkins, of this county), John Thomas, Jo:-,eph 
A. Goodman and one deceased. The children by 
his firbt wife were Marc) ]H. (wife of A. B. York, 
of Columbia County, Ark.), Sarah (wife of Love 
Johnson, of Hot Spring County), 'Y. F. (residing 
in Texas), Hobert P. (at l'Ialvern), :Martha Ann 
(wife of ,y illiam Johnson, of Saline Oounty), 
J amE'S JU. (now residing in Columbia County, Ark.) 
and Caleb L. Goodman (residing in Hot Spring 
County, Ark.). Mr. and ~Irs. Goodman are both 
members of the Baptist Chul'C'h, as was also his 
first wife, and are earnest Chri8tian people. Ur. 
Goodman is deacon of his church, and takes an 
active part in all of its affairs. During the Civil 
'Yar he served three years in the Confederate 
army with di8tinction. After that event he found 
himself as poor a" when he first started in life, but 
by tbe most untiriIlg ellergy and. perseverance, he 
has again placed himbelf on an independent basis, 
and owns about ~OO acreb of the most proL1uctive 
land in that section. Mr. Goodman if' a repl'e
t->entative citizen, anllliberal in his aid to all enter
prises that have a ten<lency to adyance tbe affairs 
of his connty, and is specially interested in educa 
tional matterf'. 

James B. Harrison was borll in Hal'lleman Coun
ty, Tenn., on October :n, 1~J8, and is the son of t 
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David 1\1. and Elizabeth (Forsythf') Harrison, lla 
tives of Maury County, Tenn. The father still 
lives in this county at tho age of sixty-nine yNtrs, 

the mother dying in 1888, at the ag'e of sixty eight 
years. J ames Harrison came to Hot Spring COUllty, 
Ark., with his parents in 1837, where he hai::i ~inco 
resiJ~d, remaining on his farm except dnrillg the 
war, when he served in the Oonf~clerate army as a 
member of the Eleventh Arkansas Infantry_ He 
joined the cavalry after eighteen months' service, 
and was taken prisoner at Island No. 10, from 
which place he was taken to Fort Douglas, and 
detained for seven months and eighteen days, suf
fering all the hardships and privation of northern 
prison life. After being exchanged, he ret.urned to 
the Eleventh Arkansas Infantry, serving until the 
close of the war, when he ret.urned to his farm. 
In 1866 he was marrieJ to Louisa Session, daugh 
tel' of 'Villiam Session, of Hardeman County, 
Tenn. The fruits of this marriage were seven 
chl1dren: Charles A., DaniE>l M., MaTY E., Henry 
J. and James ,T. IVIr. Harrison is a member of 
the }\tlethodist EpiRcopal Ohurch, South, and an in 
terested person in anything that pertains to the weI 
fare of religiolls movement::,. He is Democratic, 
poEtic ally , and has served since 1882 as justice 
of the peace of his township, being snccessfully 
electeu at each election. Nothing in the nature of 

an entprprise for public improvement fails for want 
of Mr. Harrison's support- He is public spirited 
and philanthropic. 

J. l\I. Henry, present assessor of Hot Spring 
County, is a native of Rhea County, Tenn., aoo 
was born in 18B7. being the Flon of Henry and 
Mart.ha J. (l\1ontgompry) Henry, both natives of 
Tennessee. :l\1:r. Henry Henry moved from Ten
nessee to Georgia, remaining there until Ib;)8, and 
then emigrating to Hot Spring County, Ark In 
1l)iU the entire family removed to Cass County, 
Tex .. where Mr. Henry's death occnrreu the fol 
lowing year, at the age of sixty fivE'. Hi:-l fiI~t wife, 
thp. mother of thH subject of this article, dipJ when 
.T. U. wa"! a small boy, Mr. Henry then married 
'Malinda Cook, also a ntttive of Tennessee. By 
his fir;-;t wife he becamE' the father of six children:1 Elizabeth (now the widow of ,Tonathan Austin, 
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of Northern Alabama), Matilda (wife of A. H. 
H0dgers, of Alabama), Francis M. (lives ill Texa,,-), 
Marquis L. (now oecea<;ed, and who was a soldier 
in the 8ixth Georgia Infantry, ConfedeI'ate army, 
killed at the battle of Heven Pine~), J. 1\1. (our 
subject) and Andrew J. (ueceased, also a soldier 
ill the Confederat.e army.) By his 8econd wife he 
becamp. the father of three chililrpn: George '"V. 
(a l'esidC'nt of Hot Springs), Malinda (a re&iJent of 
Texas) and Ellison C. (also of Texas.) :1\1:1'. Henry 
was a member of t.he Oumberland Presbyte. 
rian Church, and :vas a soldier in the Seminole 
,Val'. J. M, Henry was reared on a farm, obtain 
ing an education in t.ue common schools, and at 
t.he age of about t.went.y one, or in 18G8, came to 
Pike Oounty, Ark., where he engaged in farming. 
The following year. 1850, he went to' Hopkins 
County, Tex., and in 18BO, came to Ouachita 
Oounty, Ark., where he was occupied as a 
farm hand. In 1861 he farmed for himself in 
Polk County, and also enlisted in Company H, 
Fourth Arkanl'ias Infantry, in which he served 
through the war. taking part in the battles of Pea 
Ridgo, Jackson, Ohickamauga, Kenesaw ~1ount
ain, Peach Tree Creek, Atlanta, Jonesboro. Nash
vilJe. He was twice slightly wOllnded. After the 
closE' of the war he was employed as a wat.chman 
at Nashville. Tenn., for one year. Returning to 
Arkansas and settling in Magnet Cove Township 
on a farm, he rented the same for two years, at the 
end of which time he hought a partially improved 
place of 240 acres, and hel'e he still lives, having 
added to it until he now has a fine farm of 0....0 
acrE'S, mostly improved, and a quarter section of 
land in Jackson County. Mr. Hen ry was married 
ill June, lSUG, to :\11'8. Susan Miller (nee Chamber
lain). a native of Lincoln County, Tenn., and a 
daughtf'r of W. P. Chamberlain, a pioneer of this 
county. lVIr. and Mrs. Henry are the parents of 
fivE' children: Elizabeth (wife of \V. C. Garrett, 
of this county), FranciH 1\1. (now a st.odent at 
Fayetteville, Ark.), Alice (now a studE-nt at \\' ard 
Seminary, N a~hville, Tenn.). Jt'IlIlie (also a stndent 
at the same place) and Samu(ll (who is at home). 
JUr. and Mrs. Henry are members of tho Methodist 
Episcopal Ohurch, South. The former is also a 
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member of the A. F. &:, A. JU. He has been jus- of the prosperous farmers of Hot Spring Connty, 
tice of the peace two years, anel county assessor imbued with the spirit of progress and champion 
for the last twelve year" (pxcept during the service ing an worthy public enterpriRes. 
of James H. McCammon, 18H2-~;}). which office he Thomas Holt, the SOIl of David and Selina 
now holds. He has acquitted himself in a most (Seay) Holt, wat> born in Amelia County, Va., 
creditable manner as one of the county's officials, March 10, 11313. David Holt was born Odober 
and is recognizeu as a faithful, painRtaking incum 11, 1785, and reared on the farm in Amelia COlln 
bent of this office. ty, Va. He joined the army in the 'Var of 181~, 

B. Hodges, well and favorably known here and served until its close, dying in Shelby County, 
abouts, was born in Sumtel' County, Ga., ou No Tenn., in 1852. Selina (Seay) Holt was born in 
vembN 18, Ib35. His father moved to Alabama Amelia County, on ~Iarch 2:3, 178:3, and moved to 
in the -10' to, TI:,maining there for about two years, Hot Spring Oounty, Ark., in 1850, where she died 
when he returned to his aIel borne in Georgia. September 10, the following year 1857. Thomas 
During his fourteen years here, his son worked on Holt was reared in Danville, Pittsyh ania County, 
the farm, ancI just one year previous to hi:,dather's Va., where he obtained a fair education in the aIel 
second removal to Alabama, at the age of twenty field school in that vicinity. At the age of fifteen, 
years, B. Hodges was married to Mary Ann Har in 1826, he commencpd business as a boat builder. 
old, a native of Dooly Connty, Ga. After only He followed this until 1833, when he-moved to 
eighteen months of wedded bliss, his wife died, Rutherford County, Tenn., where he worked at 
and he returnpd to his father, with whom he re- wagon mctking for about three years. Then, mov 
mained four years, He then returned to Macon ing to Tippah County, Miss., he followed his busi 
County, Ga., where he was married the second ness for three more years, next going to Shelby 
time. Martha Ann Falford became his wife anll County, Tenn., where he built and operated a large 
bore him a family of ten children: Mary Jane (born mill until the year 1856. Hot Spring County, 
August 20, 18rD), Henry S, (born December 1, Ark., then attracted his attention, and here he 
Ib(3), l\Ial'tha Ann Fernetta (born August 7, 18GB, erected and operated a mill on the- Ouachita River, 
died March 12, 1884), Andrew Jackson (born. May near Rockport, until the commencement of the late 
23, 18(9), Charles (born May 7, 1871), rrheresa war. '\\'hen hostilities ceased he put up a mill at 
Alabama (born JHay 12, 187-1), -William Allen J!:ot Springs, Garland County; but soon leaving 
(born June 12, 1876), Joseph Floyd (born May this, he moved to his present homE' in .Magnet 
17, ] 8(0), David K. (born OctobE'r ~0, IbSl), Cove. and since 1870 has worked at farming and 
Carrie May (born February 0, J ';8G). In 1874: wagon making. He owns twenty acres of land 
Mr. Hodges emigrated to Hot Spring County, and a comfortable home. In 1860 he was married 
Ark., settling on Bayou Ureek, about twelve miles to Melinda Sloan, widow of \Yilliam Sloan, and 
southwest of Malvern, where he remained six years, da.ughter of James and Sarah (Fenter) l\Iartin. 
then purchasing bis pn-'sent place of 120 acres, Alexander H. Holt, their oldest SOll, was born in 
which he cultivates in a thorough manner. He 18tH, and is now practicing medicine at Point 
enlisted in tbe Confederate army in 1862, joining Cedar, Hot Spring County. The parents are both 
the Tenth Georgia Battalion, and was afterward active members of the Christian Church, keeping 
transferreLl to vYade Hampton' 8 cavalry, remaining Saturday -for the Sabbath. Thomas Holt is the 
III this till he was surrendered at Angm,ta, Ga., author of three diagrams of a religious nature, 
in April, 1800. Returning home, he soon went Olle illustrating conversion, one indicating what 

j 
to J achon Connty, Fla., remaining two years. 
when he again came to Alabama, his home for 
some years. Mr. Hodges tmiied with the Mission 

baptism is intended for, and. one diagram illns 
trateB the gOHfJl?l of Jesm; Christ, the Son of God.. 
Thomas Holt has always been identified with eu 
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county, contributing as largely as his means would 
permit. 

C. B. Horn, a well known and enterprising 
farmer of Saline Township, Hot Spring County, 
was born in Henderson County, Tenn., in 1S:35, 
and is a son of ~'\yilliam A. awl Pollie (Jamdon) 
Horn, natives of North Cal'olina. The father was 
a prosperous and highly respected farmer and 
ruechanic in his native State. C. B. Horn was 
TeaTed and instructed in the duties of farm life, 
receiving very few educational advantages, and 
remained with his parents until his twenty· second 
year, when he was married to Miss Mahala Smith, 
a daughter of James and Claricy (Allen) Smith, 
natives of North Carolina, the laUer a daughter 
of a famous Revolutionary soldier. After his 
marriage JHr. Horn rented a farm for a number of 
years in Tennessee, but afterward purchased sixty 
acres of land which he improved and cultivated up 
to 1881. Then, in order to give his children bet
ter educational advantages, he moved to Hot 
Spring County, Ark., where he homesteaded his 
present farm. He now owns 120 acres of valuable 
land, which he has clf'ared from the wilderness and 
made productive, placing himself on an independ 
ent basis in the world. Tbirtef'n children were 
born to his marriage: Claricy O. (wife of Mr. N. 
S. Thomas, of this county), J ame~ (a farmer, mar 
ried 1\liss Emma, daughtf'r of John Darmon), 
Malinda E. (wife of Lee Sims), Charley (married 
Miss Mollie Moer), }\1attie (wife of Lewis Wallis), 
Harriet (who was the wife of 1\lr. Samuel Sims, 
but now deceased), Letha (wife of Mr. Jesse ,Val
lis), Joseph A. (a farmer in Texas), 1\1ary Delaney, 
Major S., Richard T. (deceased), Darthula J. and 
Hettie. 1\1r. and Mrs. Horn havf' heen devoted 
members of the JHissionary Baptist Church for a 
great many years, in which the formf'r holds the 
office of deacon, and both are active workers in 
religions matters. It has al ways been their desire 
to rear and educate their children to become 
Christian mf'n and women, and in this they have 
succeeded well, and now the father and mother 
can spend their declining years in the contpnted 

thought that they have donI" their duty. DuringjI the Civil War, Mr. Horn served in the Confederat.e 

ARKANSAS. 

army, and took part in a great numlJel' of battles, 
principally in Middle Tennessee. He fonght gal. 
lantly for hiB cause, and never shirked his duty, 
and many times was captureu by the enemy, but 
each time malle his escape in a daring manDer. 
His life has been all honorable one and without a 
stain upon his character, anu the high respect in 
which he is held is no more than his due. 

Love Johnson, a leading citizen of this county, 
first saw the light of day in Henden.;on County, 
Tenn., on December 24, 1842. He is the son of 
William and Nancy Johnson, both natives of South 
Carolina. The father died in Henderson County, 
in ItlJJ, at the age of sixty two years, but the 
mother lived till ] 856, dying at the age of fifty 
SIX. ~h. Johnson bad been previously married, 
becoming by that union the father of four chil
dren, all now deceased: Stephen, Alexander, Mary 
and William. Four of his last wife's children are 
livi.ng: Sheard (a miller of Hot Spring County), 
Jackson (a farmer of this county), Evaline (wife 
of E. B. Deer, of Grant County), and Love; those 
deceased are Nancy (wife of James Lf'monds), Troy 
and Eli. Mr. Johnson had spent the most of his 
life in fanning and fiat boating on the Beach River, 
being very successful in both. He went to Tp.n
nessee in 1b33 or 1836. In the War of 181~, he 
served as a soldier, participating in several battles. 
He and bis wife were members of the Missionary 
Baptist Church. Love Johnson liVf'd with his 
mother till her death in 1836, when he made bis 
home with his brother in law, E. B. Deer, for two 
years. He then came to this county, and has been 
doing for himself ever since, as a farmer. In 

'April, 1801, he enlisted in the Twelfth Arkansas 
Infantry, awl served until the fall of Port Hudson 
in 1[-)0:3, taking part in nUlllerous engagemE'uts, 
aIllong which were Shiloh, Perryville and Port 
Hudson. During his service he saw many hair
breadth escapes and thrilling experiences. Soon 
after the war closed he went to Texas and New 
Mexico, where he engaged in the stock business, 
with varied success, for seven years. He then re
turned to this county. and is now the owner of a 
well improved farm, in the cultivation of which he t 
has been very successful. In 187-1: he married . 
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Sarah E. Goodman, daughter of M. P. Goodman, 
born in this county, in ] 855. By this union there 
were seven children: Nancy E., Leon, Rosetta, Ada 
L., Anna B., Allen P. and Eli Love (who dieu in 
infancy). 1Hr. Johnson and wife are members of 
the Missionary Baptist Church, he officiating as 
treasurer. He is also a Royal Arch :lHasoll. He is 
a Democrat, and has served as bailiff for Ouachita 
Township for four years. At the last election, he 
was elected justice of the peace of Harrison Town 
ship. In progressiveness he is one of the leading 
citizens of Hot Spring County, always favoring 
that which will assist in building up the community. 

John W. Keith is a E>on of John F. Keith (de 
ceased), who was one of the early settlers of this 
COUllty, and whose death occurred in 1862, while 
in the Confederate service in the late war. John 
F. Keith was the father of three children: John 
\\'. Keith (the principal in this sketch), Elizabeth 
(deceased, wife of George Floyd) and Laura B. 
(now Mrs. McCammor, of Malvern). Their ll.lother 
aiec1 on December 23, 1873. John \V. Keith 
was born in Hot Spring County, in 1850, and was 
reared on the farm and educated in the subscrip
tion school of that county. He was married June 
3, ]871, to Saphire J. Nichols, a native of Mis
souri, by which marriage he had eight children: 
Mary B. (now a student at Jackson, rrenn.), Sophia 
(also a student at Jackson), Amanda E., John H., 
Ollive, Willie, Dick and an infant. Mr. Keith is a 
local minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
of which his wife is also a memher. He owns a 
fine farm of 500 acres, ROO of which are under cuI 
tivation, and is considered one of the best farmers 
in the county. He hpld the office of county clerk 
from 187-1: to 1882, which pusitiun he filled with 
credit to himself, and to the entire satisfaction of 
the community. His lift', while perhaps not an 
8hpecially eventful one, has ueen of commendable 
infiuencp , and the respect and esteem accorded 
him lmt fitly illustrates his character. He enjoys 
a large acquaintance. 

Hodge Kimzey was born in \r aJker County, 
Ga., January 10,1850, and i'3 the '3011 of Joshua 

j 
T. and Louisiana D. (Thompson) Kimzey, the for 

. mer of whom was born in Buncombe County, N. 

~~ 
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c., June 3, HH8. Moving to Alabama at the age 
of twenty five years, he was married at Oakville, 
January 2~, 18-i:2, and engaged in merchandising, 
doing a prosperouE> bUE>iness; and although a young 
man at that time he held various offices, both civil 
and military, having received a good military traiu
ing. The issue of this union was as followf" all 
living in South Arkansas: Vallient, Ann Rebecca, 
Hodge, William J., James Oscar, l\lary L., Josi
phine R., Laura Leo, Robert Lee and Alice. In 
183~, Col. J. T. Kimzey removed to Itawamba 
County, Miss., and thence to Van Buren County, 
Ark., in Augnst, 1838, at the age of forty-five 
years. Here he engaged in fal'ming, owning good 
property in land and slaves. At the commence 
ment of the late war he commanded the Twenty
second Regiment of Arkansas JHilitia, doing some 
active service as a Confederate officer. He held 
with credit many county offices during his long 
residence there. After the war he did much to 
help mitigate the ill feelings which of necessity 
were engendprecl during the trying ordeal through 
which our country passed, and thereby made many 
friends of both parties. who never failed to bestow 
upon him the honors of office whenever he desired 
their suffrages. In 187-1: he removed to :l\Iagnet 
Cove, Hot Spring Cuunty, where he died one year 
later at the age of sixty two. He was the son of 
·William and Rebecca (\Yilliamson) KiIll"ey. 
Louisiana D. Thompson, his wife, was born in 
Lawrence County, Ala., as the daughter of \Yill
iam and Ann (\Y ood) Thompsun. She is still liy
ing at Magnet Cove, Hot Spring County, with her 
thr~e unmarried children: Ann Rebecca, Robert 
Lee and Alice Kimzey. At the age of eight years, 
Hodge Kimzey removed with his parents to Van 
Buren County, Ark, where he was reared and edu 
cated in the country schools, receiving a fair edu 
cation. He was for yean, correspondent for sev
eral Arkansas and other papers, anu gained some 
celebrity as a hnmerous writer. In 1874: he reo 
moved with his father to l\lagnet Cove, where he 
engaged in farming to some extent, and extensive
ly in minpral collecting, selling reLre cabinet speci
men'3 to Eastern dealers. He owns a good farm in 
Magnet Cove. December 15, 1~75, he was lllar~ 
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ried to 0. Hattie Mitchell, daughter of l\Iplmoth 
C. and Alabama O. (Robinson) .Mitchell. Melmoth 
Mitchell was born in .Memphis, Tenn., J uly ~8, 
1827, and died in :lHagnet Cove in July, 1SG1. 
JUrs. A. O. Mitchell now resides in Magnet Cove. 
She was born JUly 16, 1b30, was rearpd alld 
educated near Athens, Ala., and married l\Ir. 
Mitchell November U, 1831. Mr. Kimzey has 
two children living. The eldpst son is Oscar Hobert 
(who was born June 14, 18~3), and the younger. 
Fleming Thornton (born 1\laroll 2~, 18~7). Mr. 
Kimzey enlisted in the Confederate army ill 
June, 1864" at the early age of fonrteen years. 
He first joined Capt. Christopher's company of 
partisans, and in a few days thereafter they werE' 
led into an ambuscade, and under a galling fire 
this gallant leader and several of his men were 
slain, Then Capt. John Bradley assumed com 
mand. Under his daring leadership a few days 
after, on a bright JUly morning, a dash was made 
upon a battalion of Federals at Ashley Station on 
Grand Prairie. It was a superb cavalry charge, and 
perhaps none bloodier in the annals of this State 
during those tempestuous days. Several of the 
enemy were captured, and many men and horses 
went down in a few brief moments, as the enemy 
used the railroad embankments to shield them 
from the Confederate fire. HerE" Mr. Kimzey had 
his hort>e shot from under him. Scarce a week 
pasl';ed in 1864 that did not mark a bloody chapter 
in the wild mountain passel'; of Little Red River, 
where both parties had well nigh dibcarded the 
rules of civilized warfare with a blind aud fiery 
zeal, born of bate and revenge, sparing none whom 
they deemed able to shoulder a musket. At this 
juncture Gen. Price made the memorable raid with 
25,000 cavalry, fighting his way through Missouri 
and Kansas. Hodge Kimzey, with Capt. Bradley' b 

company, Col. A. H. Witt'1:3 regiment, took pad 
in the perilous scenes incident to this last unfortu
nate, nevertheless heroic effort, to reclaim Arkan
sas and his own native f-)tate from the hand of the 
enemy. Although history proclaims it a signal fail 
ure, it was fraught with many grand achievements, 
such as tried men's bouls. At Lexington, Pilot 
Knob, Kansas City and more than a dozen other 

engagements he took pal t. The last desperate 
engagement occurred at Newtonia, Mo., near the 
Arkansas line. After this 1\h. Kimzey returned, 
homE", and a few days later, in a skil'mish with a 
detachment of Illinois troops, was captured and 
taken to Little Hock, from which place, after nn 
Jergoiug some thrilling experience, he made his 
escape and returned Lome, and in a short time, in 
company with many others, surrendereu at f:;earcy 
to a Dutch captain, who held that PORt with Min
neoota troops. His wife is an active member of 
the Methoclist Church at Magnet Cove. He is a 
member of the Masonic order, and an active 
worker in all judiciouR enterprises. 

John Henry Lecroy was born in Newton Coun 
ty, Ga., September 12, 1831, tLe son of John and 
Dacia (Dickason) Lecroy. John Lecroy moved to 
Benton, Saline County, Ark., in 1831, where he 
engaged in farming until 1862, when he went to 
Texas. Returning to this Stat!" in the following 
year, he settled in Hot Spring Oounty, where he 
died in the spring of 1886. Docia Lecroy came 
originally from North Carolina. She moved to 
Hot Spring County in 1851, and here died in 186~. 
John H. Lecroy was reared in Autauga County, 
Ala., where he had very poor facilities for obtaining 
an edncation. In 1853 he began farming in Saline 
Oounty, Ark., continuing until the opening of the 
late war, when he enlisted in the Firbt Arkansas 
Cavalry, :Monroe's regiment, Company H, in 1862. 
At the skirmiRh of Cotton Plant he had his horse 
shot from under him. Serving throughout the war 
he returned home in the spl'ing of 186G. He was 
firot married in the spring of 1835, to Elizabeth 
Crooks, daughter of J osia and Tilda Crooks. 
There were five children born to this union: \"\,ill
iam (born in It557, died in 1850), Josephine (born 
in 183U). \\' illie (born in 1801, died in 1865), Cal
ata (born in Ib(3) and Joshua. (born March 4, 
18(4). Mr. Lecroy was married the second time 
to Mary li:. Orr, in 181-32. The only son born to 
thf:'m is John Henry, Jr., who saw the light of 
day on April 17, 1 \'{,)7. At the close of the war 
1\11'. Lecroy embarked in the saw mill bllsiness. 
which he continues, in connection with farming. 
He ownb a large saw-mill and 600 acres of land, 
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with 200 acres under cultivation, and by his indus
try and enterprise has won for himself a snhstan
tial reputation as one of the connt~ . <.; l'epresenta
tive citizens. 

William D. Leipel', the present f'ditor of The 
Arkansas Meteor, published at Malvern, i:ltarted 
upon a professional career aR editor in August, 
] b83. He wacs born in Beaver Connty, Penn., in 
1825, and was the son of Hugh amI Esther (Harper) 
Leiper. His paternal grandfather, James Leiper, 
came to this country from the Narlih of Ireland 
shortly aftf'l' the Revolutionary War, and settletl in 
Pennsylvania. Hugh Leiper was born in that State, 
in 1798. He follow(?d farming all his life, and was 
a member of the Presbyterian Church. The rna 
tf'rnal grandfather of \Y illiam D. was James Hal' 
per, whose parents were Scotch. and who calle to 
this country shortly after the Revolutionary \Yar. 
He was a relative of Gen. Goodlow Harpel', of 
Revolutionary fame. He also settled in Beayer 
County, Penn. Mrs. Leiper was his fifth child. 
vYilliam D. Leiper had eleven brothers and :'listen" 
seven of whom an~ still living. He graduated at 
Jefferson College in 1851, after which he com 
menced the study of law and theology as a resident 
grafiuate for two years. He then came to Mem 
phis, Tenn., and accepted a position as principal 
of an academy at Stanton's Depot, Tenn., which 
he held for two years and a half. He thf'n moved 
to Tulip, Dallas County, Ark., in 1857, and was 
there put in charge of the military academy of the 
State at that place. He remained in control of that 
institution until 1860, when he resigned anel went 
into the mercantile business, thus continuing until 
the year] 861. Then he enlif'ted as a private in 
the Third Arkansas infantry, Confederate army. 
and served until after the battle of Bull Run, when 
he received his discharge on acc.ount of poor health. 
Returning to Arkansas, he assisted in raising a 
company of cavalry, and was commissioned its first 
lieutenant. His company was then transferred to 
the Second Arkansas Cavalry, commanded by Col. 
'V. F. Slemons. In 18()2 :Mr. Leiper was commis
sioned captain in the quartermaster' 8 department, 
on his staff, and served in that capacity until be 
was finally made major. He participated in the 
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battles of Corinth, Coldwater, West Point, :1\1iss.. 
Hernando, Miss., and a number of other..,. After 
the war he was engaged in the mercantile business 
for two year'3 at Tulip, hib old home. He then re 
sumed charge of the military academy again for 
the next nine years at that place, aft!"r which he 
moved to Malvern and took the superintendency of 
the city schools, which pORition be heJd for over 
four years, when he again Wf'nt into the mercantile 
business, carrying on the same for tbree yean;. 
He bought out tbe Metpor in 18&3, and is still 
editing and publishing this representative journa1. 
:1\11'. Leiper was married in December, ] 1:>65, to 
Perscilla Macon, a native of Tennessee. They arE' 
the parents of five children: \Yillie H. (now wife of 
Lenard Bratt, of Malvern), Mary F., Samuel H., 
Macon A. and Ester A. Mr. Leiper and wife are 
members of the Presbyterian Church, and take 
an artive part in the Sunday-school, of which he 
has been superintendent for the last five years; in 
May, 1&80, he n::>presented the church as a Jay del
egate at the general assembly at Chattanooga. In 
1874: be was elected delegate from Dallas Cormty 
to the constitutional convention, and bas several 
times been a delegate to the State convention. He 
is president of the County Emigration Society, and 
a member of the f'xecutive committee of the State 
Emigration Society, and bas been county examiner 
of schools since 18'-j2. As a citizen it is but the 
truth to say that Mr. Leiper stands among the 
foremost of the residents of Hot Spring County. 
His well-known characteriRtics and honorable traits 
of manhood have drawn about him a large cirde of 
friends, and in public as well as pl'ivate circles his 
word is held in high regard. 

Judgp Hugh :1\lcCallnm has been a resident of 
Arkansas since February 2, ] 852. He is a native 
of Moore Connty, N. c., where he was born De 
cember 25, ]822. being the son of John and 
Christian l\icCallnm, both of Scotch parentage. 
The paternal grandfather, Duncan ~IcCallnm. was 
born in Scotland and emigrated to this country 
prior to the Revolutionary War, in which he took 
part, being under Geu. Green, and serving until 
the close of that struggle. After this he settled in 
Moore County, N. C., on a farm, whf're he was 
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married to l\lary McDuffy, also of Scotch parent 
age, and where he died at an old agf". The 
fathm- of our suhject, John l\lcCallum, wai'i l"8ared 
on a farm in North Oarolina, making it hiH home 
nntil his death in ] ')0R, at the agE' of seventy yearR. 
He left six childrf"n, of whom Hugh is the only 
Burvi vor. J oIm was a soldipr in the late war, ill 
the Oonfederate servicf", and dif"cl at Fayetteville. 
N. c., from wounds rl:'ceived; Archibald D .. also 
a soldier in tbe- Confederate service, died. from 
wounds in Moore County, N. 0., h·aving two cbil 
dren; Ma]colm died of brain fever after the battle 
of Helena, Ark., leaving one child; Angus died 
as prisoner of war at Fort Elmira, N. Y., leaving 
one child; and Flora died at the old homestead. 
Young "McOallum was reare-d on the farm, and at 
the age of nineteen, went into the county clerk's 
office of l\lonroe Oonnty, N. 0 .. as deputy. He 
had obtained a good education while attending 
the common schools in the falls and winters, and 
subsequently took what money he had earned in 
the clerk's office-, and attended the Oartbage In 
stitute, where he completed his education. In 
1850 he was mauied to l\'Iary A. Blue, of Moore 
County. N. C. In the fall of the next year they 
moved to Hot Spring County, settling in what is 
now Garland Oonnty, on the South Fork of the 
Saline River, coming all the way in a wagon, and 
being over two months in making the journey. 
In the spring of ] 832, 1\11'. McOallum rented a 
farm in Hot Spring County, and the following fall 
bought a partially improved place of forty acrefO>, 
where hE' lived for eight years. In] 800 he was 
elected clerk of the circuit court. He then movE'd 
to Rockport. at that time the county spat. remaining 
during his term of officE', when he enlisted in the 
Confederate Army ~tate Troops, in which he served 
one year. In] 80+, while still in service, be was 
again elected clerk, awl held the office one term. 
After the war he was appointed clerk by Gov. 
1\Iurphy; the term expiring he was elected in 
186(), but in 1 S68 the recoD'3truction act turneu 
him out, and 1\11'. McCallum commen~ed the prac 
tire of law. This he has since followed with great 

sueepSR. In 187·1 he was elected to the State 
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and efficient manner for two years. In 18MO he 
waR elBcted county jndge and served one tel m. 
Judge McCallnm ha') alway,) lwen an af'tivp man in 
public afYairH, and waR on(~ or the primp movers in 
buihling the presellt court hou')e, wl1ich is a credit 
to the connty. His influence iR widely felt, and 
whih~ not a lllan to £1psire notoripty, hifO> wflll fO>pent 
an(l llf-.pflll lifl:' has given him an hOllorable and 
suhstantial reputation. He and hifO> wife were thp 
parents of five children, who grew to manhood and 
w0manhood: Harriet E. (now 1\lrs. Pryor of Mal 
vern), Christian E. J. (deceased, who married Sam. 
Kunkel, and mother of three children), Mary A. 
(now Mrs. Herren of Omaha, Tex.). Jasper (who 
resides in Malvern) and Annie (at home). Judge 
and Mrs. McCallum have been merubers of the 
Baptist Church since 1g53, and have always taken 
an active part in all church work. He has also 
been a member of Rockport Lodge No. 58, A. F. 
& A. M., since 1865, and during his life has voted 
the Democratic ticket. 

David A. McOollough, the subject of this 
sketch, was born in Columbia Connty, Ark., in a 
little village called. Liddesdale, just preceding the 
Civil War. He was the sixth child of Thomas D. 
and S. L. (Ourry) :l\IcCollough, natives of South 
Carolinn and Georgia, respectively, who emigrated 
to Arkansas in the year 1857. Thomas D. :Thic
Collough was engaged in the mercantile business 
at Liddesdale before the war, an occupation to 
which he afterward devoted himself. He was also 
quite an extensive farmer. Though at heart a 
Union man, when his adopted State seceued he 
linked his fortunes with the Confederacy, and wen t 
out early to battle for its cause. ,Yhen the war 
was over he waR cont>iderably crippled financially, 
as he was rather a large slave owner, which prop 
erty he lost as a result of civil strife. November 
1]. 1b73, at the age of forty nine years, he died. 
He was a l{oyal Arch Mason. and to uk much in 
terest in that order. No lllan in Oolumbia Coun
ty was more greatly esteemerl for his honesty, 
generosity and high moral character than be. He 
was also a strict and cono;;it>tent member of the 
Baptist Church. On account of his willingness to t 
do RllCh an extensive credit business, his failure to--------------~~~==~0~ 
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collect forced him to discontinue mercantile trade 
a short while previous to hiR death. At the time 
of the death of his father, David wa~ tbirtf'en 
years of age. Thinking Arkansas not largf' enough 
for him at that age, he went to Texas and f'JE'cul'ed 
a position in his uncle's Rtore at Craigleville, Van 
Zandt County. After Olle year he returne(l to 
Arkansas and attended sehool the nt'xt two years, 
following which he taught school, attende<l store 
and farmed one year. Snh"Jeqnentl}, he and hi" 
brother, John L. McCollough, founded the little 
town of Longstreet, where they were engaged in 
the mercantile bw~ines'3. Leaving there David 
went to Texas, and with a partner was engaged in 
the grocery Lusines~ and tie.contracting. Happen 
ing to be unfortunate in that transaction. on account 
of fire, he again returned to Arkansas, and with 
his elder brother, J. C. McCollough, carriea on 
the business of a retail grocer in 1\lagnolia. Dur
ing this time he was also a law student under Col. 
J. 1\-1. Relno. Closing out in that town he travelpd 
one year throughout Texas and the northwest ter
ritories, finally settling in Sherman, Tex., where 
he conducted a large broom-manufacturing busi· 
ness. Selling out in Texas, he took the contract to 
carry the mail on the Princeton and Malvern route. 
One year later he purchased the Malve-rn 'Yeekly 
News, which he changeJ to the Arkansas State 
Journal, January 2G, 1888, and which he is still 
running. 1\11'. McCollough was elect€'d justice of 
the peace at the general election, Se-ptem bpr 4, 
18El8. He is still having the mail carried, is farm 
ing, and is thinking of going into the real estatEl 
business on an extensive scale. His ente-rprise is 
recognized wherever he is known, and eertainly no 
one deserves success more than he. 

j 

John J. Miles is prominent among the substan· 
tial citizens of Fenter Township. He has been a 
resident of the county since September, 1865, 
thongh a native of New YOl'k State, and the SOIl of 
James H. and Abigail (Tyler) .Miles. His father 
was of Pennsylvania nativity, born in Erie County 
in ] 805, and was a maker of edge- tools hy trade. 
In 18·U J UIDes H. Milei:l emigrated to Osage 
Oounty, JUo., where his wife dien in ]8-1:6. He 
was afterward killed in an accident. Both he and 

his wife were memb€'fs of the Methodist Church. 
Juhn Milps' paternal grandfather, Thomas 1\Iiles, 
was a nativ€' of Ireland, and followed the profes
sion of civil engineering. He came to this country 
at an early day aud received a large tract of land 
from tbp Pnited States for his services as engineer. 
Mr. Miles also took part in the War of 1&] 2. The 
maternal grandfather was of Scotch hirth and became 
located ill America prior to the llev01utionary ,raI', 
in which 11t' took part, being with "\Vashington at 
Valley Forge. J. J. 1\li1e'3 left home at thE' agl'" of 
thirtef>n, and was employed on a canal-boat driving 
mules for about a yf'ar. The next season he ,,"as 
engagec1 as cabin hoy on a vessel on the lakes, after 
which he shipped on board an Atlantic vessel, 
where he was occupied for eight years, filling 
almost every position from cabin boy to mate, and 
during which time he visited the coast of Africa, 
West Inuia Island'3. f:5outh America, England, 
France and the Baltic Sea. He was crippled by 
falling from the rigging of the ship to the deck, 
and consequently was compelled to give up the life 
of a sailor. He then f'mbarked as a mate on a 
Mississippi steamer and followed the l'iver for 
about five years. 'Yhen the Civil \rar broke out 
he enlisted at Fort Smith, Ark., in Reid's battery 
(which was attached to the Third Louisiana Regi 
ment) and served in that company until the fall of 
Vicksburg. Mr. Miles took part in the battles of 
Oak Hill, Elk Horn and Vickslmrg. After the 
war he came to Rockport, where be mll a ferry for 
about twenty years with J. H. Alexander. He 
afterward bought a piece of wild land, which he 
improved. living upon it until his removal to the 
farm hl'" now owns. Mr. lVIiles was first malTied 
in 18()O to Elizabl"th 1\largaret Young, a native of 
T8nnessee, who diAd .Tune 19, 1871. He was 
again married J nly 29, 1<380, to Mrs. Davis, a 
widow lady, whose maiden name was Sallie A. 
Braly, a native of Tennessee. ~ifr. Miles now has 
no children of his own, having lost fiYe, but he has 
a stEIp-son. He now owns a fine farm of GOO acres, 
and ha~ a splendid homf'. He has served as justice 
of thE' pea('e for twenty years, deputy county clerk 
for '3ix years, ano. at the same time h01cling the 
office of c1E'puty sheriff, and hac; helc1 thE' position 
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of school director fOl' a number of yeanl. Mrs. 
Milt's is a member of the l\I8thodist Church. Mr. 
Miles belongs to the A. F. & A. M., in which he 
has held the office of secretary for several years. 

Dr. W. T. Thforehead was born ill ·Washington 
Oounty, Ky., in the year 1818, the Fon of J. T. 
and Sarah A. (Thomson) Morehead. Both parents 
died when the prospective llodor was but twelve 
yearB old, ]eaving him to the care of his grand 
father. an old Revolutionary soldier an(l a success
ful farmer. At the latter'So death, the lad was left 
to shift for himself. ·While his parents lived, he 
had mastered the rudiments of an education, and 
when his grandfather died he left his nativ€' coun 
ty for Fayette Oounty. Here he worked in var
ious capacities for two years, husbanding his 
means thus gained for the acquisition of more 
leal·ning. He was assisted some by his two great
l..1llch·s, J. T. MOl'ehead, then Governor of Ken
tucky, and Charles S. Morehead, United States 
senator from Kentncky. At th€' expiration of two 
years W. T. Morehead began teaching school. He 
taught nine months in Fayette Oounty, then re
turned to his native county, where he taught a 
term of six months. At this time, ] 838, meeting 
an uncle who had been traveling in Arkansas and 
Texas, he learned of the beauty and fertility of 
that country and immediately concluded to go 
west. Adopting the primitiv€' mode of locomo
tion, he struck ont for the Ohio River. Reaching 
that, he c ntinued his journey on water. After 
six days of travt'ling he reacheu Little Rock, on 
the 6th of Juut', 183V, tarried there pj"\( days, and 
then again starting forth, he arrived at Benton, 
the county seat of Saline County, on June 14. 
Leaving this place in a few days, hp crossed over 
into Hot Spring County, finally arriving at the 
home of Dr. P. S. Phisick, who had located in 
tb~s section some ninetpen years previous. On tbe 
8th of July Mr. Morehpad commpnced a school on 
Blakely's Creek, ten miles from the present loca
tion. During this school be boarded with Dr. 
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Phisick, having access to bis medical library. 
Here he began his study of medicine, pursuing it 
after school hours, assisted by thp Doctor. ,Yhen 
his school closed, Mr. MorE'head obtained an ox 
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team from his preceptor and engaged in freighting 
goods, proviRions, Eltc., from Littlt' Rock, the dis
tance lwing fifty three miles. Tbe money thus 
outained waR tho first start yonng Morehead hau 
in the country. Hot Spring Oounty embraced at 
that time the counties (If Garland and Montgomf'ry 
and a portion of Grant, west of Snline River, and 
containetl a voting populatiun of ahout 200. On 
the ] 5th of December, 113-12, Mr. Morehead was 
marrieu to the widow Nancy CatpH, who had at 
that timf' four children, three boys and onf' girl. 
After his marriage, he pntered forty acres of land. 
Here he has rE'sided since ]8-4.2, with the exception 
of three years which he Rpent in Hot Springs prac 
ticing his profession. In 1861 he moved his 
family to the old place and joined the Oonfederate 
army, enlisting in the Second Arkansas Monnted 
Riflemen, McIntosh's regiment. He served eighteen 
months, when his health gave out and he returned 
home, resuming his profession "hen thE' war closed. 
In 1841 be was appointt'd constable, serving one 
year. Thr€'e years later he was chosen justice of 
the peace, which office hE' held for four years. In 
1846 he was elected county judge, serving two 
terms. During 180J and 1 S32 he acted as deputy 
sheriff. Under the administration of Gen. Grant 
he was appointeJ postmaster in 1871, serving eight 
years. In 1876 he was elected judge of the conn 
ty and probate court of Hot Spring County, being 
re elected in 1878. He baR frequently been ap 
pointed hy the Governor to set on special cases. 
His first wife, Nancy Lee, bore him four children: 
W. T. (born September 1, Ib44, died December 
26), P. O. (born January 16, 1847), A. J. M. 
(born September 1, 1848), Araminta SUFana Cuorn 
April 12, ]831). The Doctor's second wife was 
Jennie Smith, born in March, 1843, in Tennessee. 
Her mother was a \Yalker. a native of South Oaro
lina, she having a brother in the Confederate 
army. By this marriage Dr. ThIorehead became 
the fath~:n' of nine children: J. T. (born April 8, 
1864, preo;ent surveyor of Hot Spring County), 
Mary E. G. ~born April 1S, Ib(7), Rosalee (born 
October 1, 18GV), Andy \Y. 1\1. (born May 17, 

lS73), Cassanna G. (born July 31, 1878.) His t 
third wife was Mary Andrews C,"iner, born ~F 
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Tishomingo Oounty, Miss., in 184:3. The Doctor 
has always been a Democrat, casting his first vote 
for James K. Polk in 1S-t.!, and supporting each 
E>llccessive candiciate, except during tbt, war and re 
construction days, when disfranchised. He was 
made a :Mason in 1855, and bas filled the different 
chairs. He is also a member of the l\Iethodi8t 
Episcopal Church, becoming identified with it as 
early as 1854, and always contributing frf'ely 
toward any church enterprise. Being quite a 
hunter in his earlier days, he has killed over 200 
bears. many weighing as high as GOO pounds. He 
is at this date hale and hearty, always ready to 
entertain, possessing a varied store or interesting 
experiences. 

John Morrison, one of the leading farmers of 
Fenter Township, came to Arkansas in 184H, and 
settled in Tulip, Dallas County, where he worked 
at his trade of carpentering. He is a native of 
East Tennessee, his birth occurring in 182H, and 
is the 80n of George and l\lary Pryor, both natives 
of Hawkins Connty, Tenn. The father was a col
lege graduate and owned a large farm in Hawkins, 
and in connection with agl'icultural pursnits he 
taught school. He died in Georgia during the 
late war, his wife dying in 1832, when John Mol' 
rison was eighteen months old. Both parents were 
members of the Methodist Church, in which they 
took an active part. John Morrison, the only child 
of the family, lived with his father until sixteen 
years of age, when he commenced learning the 
carpenter's trade, serving six years as apprentice. 
After learning his chosen calling, his father sent 
him to school at Dandridge, Tenn. He came to 
Arkansas as above stated, in 184-9, and has since 
resided hf're. During the war he enlisted in the 
Confederate army, and served eight months in 
Oapt. Daniel Lamar's company of artillery, when 
he was discharged on account of disability. l\Ir. 
l\lorrison was married August ~3, I~D9, to Mar 
garet Gill, a native of Tennessee and a daughter 
of Thomas Gill. They are the parents of six 
children: Lotta (who is a teacher in the public 
schools), Annie M., Fannie J., George, \ViHiam 
and Alice. 1\11'. Morrison owns a fine fal'm of 139 
acres, and also some property in the city. He is 
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a representative farmer, and also carries on his 
carppnter trade. He is a member of the A. F & 
A. M. Mr. and l\Irs Morrison are members of 
the Mpthodist Ohurch, in which they take an active 
part. 

Judge D. A. Newman, closely identified with 
the affairs of Fenter Townf1hip, has been a resi
dent of this cOllnty since 1853. He is a native of 
Man:;hall County, Ala., was born in 181H, and is 
the son of Stephpn and Jane (Barr) Newman, na
tives of Tenuessee and North Oarolina, respectively. 
Stephen Newman, a wagon-maker by trade, was 
one of the old pioneers of Ahibama, and a man 
who took an active part in public affairs of the 
day. He was justice of the peace for a number 
of years. He died in 1834, at the age of fifty
two years, his wife surviving until ]885, having 
reached ninety years. She was an active member 
of the Methodist Church. They werd the paTents 
of nine children: Elizabeth (deceased, married 
Abner Parris), D. A. (the subject of this sketch), 
Nathaniel G. (who died in 1865), 'William Carrol 
(died in the Mexican \Var), Rhodie (deceased, mar
ried John Ceips), Nancy (now l\Trs. Hall, of Ala
bama), Oaleb (deceased), Stephen Jasper (de
ceased) and l\Iary Jane (deceased). At the age 
of seventeen years, D. A. Newman enlisted in the 
Indian 'Val', under Benjamin Snodgrass, and 
served six months. He then returned to his nati ve 
county, became engaged in farming for himself, 
and in 18-17 enlisted in the Mpxjcan '"ar, serving 
until its close. In 1853, Mr. Newman emigrated 
to Arkansas and settled in Hot Spring County, 
near Rockport, where he has lived ever since, ex
cepting one year spent in Texas. In 1SuI he 
enlit:,ted in the Confederate army, in the Third Ar
kansas Infantry and served one year. He was 
married, in 1840, to Sarah Ceips, a native of North 
Carolina, who died in 188G, when sixty years old. 
She was a member of the Methodi~t Church. 
They were the parents of seven children: Christo
pher G. (who re~ides in Yell Oounty), Stephen D., 
John W. (deceased), James C. (der.eased), Hiram 
J., Lavina Jane (now Mrs. Rayns), J. ,V. (de 
ceased). l\I1'. Newman has always taken an active 

interest in politics, and has held the office of :--.~ 
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tice of tht> peace for two years, sheriff SlX years Though at the close of the war he posf-Iessed 
and jndge two years. He is a mem bp1" of the nothing but eighty acres of land, with no stock to 
1Uissionary Baptist Church, it:> a self-macle man, work it, he iM now, through industry and frugality, 
having ellncated him~elf by the light of pinA 011<' of thA lllost prosperoL1s farmers in the county. 
knots, and is not afraitl of hard work. He owns He ib a typical Arkansan, believing in the eleva
eighty aeres of fine land, and 18 Oilt' of the h'ad tion of county and 8tate. 
ing men in hi", county. Col. -William H. Orr, proprietor of the Com-

Oliver H. P. Norwood, plOmil1E'ut among thp merrial Hotel at Malvern, has been in the hotel 
leading citizens of Hot Spring COtlllty, Ark., was busineRs for the pa"lt fourteen years in this State, 
bOl"n in Franklin County, Ga., on Augu:-,t 1, 1'i2(), and now runs one of the best hotels in Arkansas. 
being the son of John and 1\1ary E. Norwood. The Commercial is finely fLlrnIshed throughout, and 
The father was a successful tiller of the soil, and has a capacity of about fifty gne:-,t~, the dining 
died when Oliver was but a young child. Aftpr room having seating accommodation for 100. Un 
his death Mrs. Norwood married \, illiam Wood, del' the watchfnl eye of the proprietor everything 
who soon passed away. In 1~56 the widow moved to is kept in the best of ordpr, and the want" of the 
Hot Spring ('ounty, Ark., where she died, a member guests are promptly attended to; consequently the 
of the IHisbionary Baptist Church, having become, Commercial is the first hotel in the city, and pat 
by her last rnaniage, the mother of fOlU' children. ronizerl by the better class of travelers. Col. Orr 
Oliver remained at home until his fifteenth year, was born in Lewistown, Penn., in 1824, and was 
when he went to live \\ith James I{nox, of Che1'o the son of Thomas A. and Catharine (Reighley) 
kee County, Ga. Here he worked on a farm until Orr, natives of Ireland and Pennsylvania, rpspect 
twenty-one years old, when he was married to Miss ively. Thomas Orr was a miller by trade, and 
Caroline Hammonds, who was bOln in Cherokee died in 1827, at the age of thirty four years. Mrs. 
Count} , in 183-1. Nine children blessed this union: Orr's fathel' was a prominent farm 81' of Lancaster, 
]\1ary E. (decea':led), E. P. (farmer of Grayson Penn. In 1847 -'William H. On commenced busi 
County, Tex.), Amanda (wife of Frank Parker, ness for himself at Ripley, Ohio, where he was 
farmer of this county), ]\largaret (deceased), Oliver engaged in merehandising for about three years, 
P. (on a farm in this connty), William and 1\larion then moving to Cincinnati, Ohio, where be em 
(twins, farmers of this county), E"I alina (at Lome). barked in the wholesale and commission business 
Jnlia A., John E. and D. H. (at home. ) At his for hventy five years. He also carried on distilling 
rnarria6f'. l\Ir. Norwood lJegan to farm for himsPlf, for eighteen years of that time, consllming 600 
which Le h(1") continued \" ith varie(l sucre:-,s e"l8r busheb of grain daily, and employing fifty five 
since. In 11-.,31 he mo\ ed with llis falllily to Hop men In 187G he emigrated. to Hot Springs on 
kins COllnty, 1\·x., and remaineu nearly three account of his health, and took charge of the Grand 
<\Tear~, hut at the pxpiratioIl of that time be returued Central Hotel at that place, afterward running the 
to this connty, 10catiIlg on the farm hp now ralls Ginn Hotel. Remaining in Hot Springs for seven 
home. He owns a fiIlely improved place of :-3~() year:." be then went to l\lahern, purcbased a lot 
acres. Ill] ,c,m3 he cast his lot with the Confed awl erected the Commercial, of which he bas since 
eracy, enlisting in Hawthorne's regiment, with been the genial proprietor. l\Ir. Orr was married 
which he took part in the battle at ,Jenkin"l' Ferry in IH.J.8 to 1\1iss Sarah Gray, a native of Ohio and 
and otber minor engagements. Every member of a daughter of LewiR Gray, a prominent citizen of 
his family, with the eAception of one son, is con Ripley, Ohio, and a Kentuckian by birth. 1\1r. 
nected with the l\IisRionary Baptist Church, the and Mrs. Orr are the parents of four children: 
father being a deacon. He is a -Wheeler, and in 

politicR is ratht'r an independent, votiIlg for the 

Thomas L. (who is at pl'esent in the hotel business 

with his father), Charles G. (a prominent merchant t 
) man who, in his judgment, if, the bpttpr qnalifiec1. and contractor of Hot Springh), Anna (now the 
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for two years, when he sold out to George Eaton, 
from North Carolina. To the latter, Mr. Hussell 
hired for eight years, recei ving the Ralary of $-WO 
per year. He was next employed as oVt'rseer for 
Andrew Creduffs. ,"hile here, at the age of thirty 
five, he wafl married to Virginia Ryland, and soon 
after moved to Hot Spring Connty, where he 
bought land on the Ouachita River. He began 
with vl?ry littlE' improvements, but, adding to and 
clearing his property, he now owns 700 acres, 
about 200 of which are under cultivation. He runs 
a bteam gin antl grist ruill in cODnection with 
farming. and is considered one of the prosperous 
men of the county. By bis marriage he became 
the father of eight children, four of whom are now 
living: Attie (born in Dallas County, in October, 
1860), Parker :l!tl. (born in 18(4), Jobn Thomas 
(born in 1867) and William Theopolis (born in 
]870). Mr. Russell has always been a Democrat, 
ca">ting his first vote for Jackson in 18:38. During 
the war he was postmaster at Midway. He united 
with the ~1ethodist Ohurch jn 1842, n~maining 

with that church for seven years; then he turned 
to the Ohurch of God, and has since been a co 
:o,istent member and a bberal donor to all worthy 
church enterprises. He is a good neighbor anLl a 
loyal citizell, and, withal, is honored among his 
fellow men. 

\V illiall'l Stanley, one of the most progressive 
men and an old settler of Hot Sprillg Oounty, was 
born in Muhlf'nburg County, Ky., in ]841, and is 
a son of 1\Ioses and ~largaret (Laney) Stanley, 
natives of the same State. The father was a prac
tical farmer, who came to Arkansas in 1853 and 
settled at Rockport, where he purcha:oed a farm 
which he improved and made his permanent home. 
His death occurred in 1886. at the age of sixty six 
years, while the mother still survives him. Both 
parents were devout membl?l's of the Baptist 
Church and earnest Christian people. The father 
served with ilistinction through the Civil 'Val'. 
They reared a family of ten children, of whom 
eight are yet living: \Yilliam (the principal in this 
sketch), 1\1:n'garet (wife of Thomas Oatherine), 
Peter, John (residing in Craighead Oounty). Oaro 
line (wife of John Rice, residing at Camden), t 

~-·F.. 

wife of '''. W. Dutton, thB present clerk of Hot 
Spring County, and a sketch of whom appears in 
this work), and Alfrea S. (a merchant in Pille Bluff.) 
The Colonel is an active, oubpokeTI man in what 
he thinks is right, regar<lle~s of consequences, and 
stands high among his fellow men. 

Dr. S. Reamy, a physician of Malvern, Ark.. 
is an old citizE'n of this State, having emigrated 
from Virginia, in ] 852, soon after graduating in 
medicine from the University of Louisville, Ky. 
He has since been actively occupied in the practice 
of his profession, not without substantial SUCCf'S8 

both to himself and to the benefit of the com
munity. He enjoys an extensive acquaintance and 
the confidence and psteem of all who know him. 

j 

Garnel' ~1. Russell, farmer, was born in Dick 
son County, Tenn., in the month of ~Iarcb, 1818. 
His father, Jesse Russell, was born in Eastern 
Tennessee, and was the nephew of old Capt. Bill 
Russell, who served under Gen. Jackson in the 
Seminole \Yar. The Oaptain had a wide reputa
tion as an Indian fighter, and served with distinc
tion in that war, dying at the age of eighty years. 
His father was a lieutenant in the War of ]812, 
participating in the battle of New Orleans on Jan
uary \ 1815. Garner ~I. Rusbell's mother, l\Iary 
Hudson, was reared in 1\Iecklenburg Oounty, Va., 
and came to Tennessee in the year] 808. In] 'S3o, 
eighteen) ears after the birth of Garner, the par
ents came to Arkansas, settling in what was then 
Clark County, having to cut their roads thTOUgh 
the forests. The settlement was about tE'n miles 
east of the Rite of the present town of Arkadelphia. 
Here Mr. Rm-sell took up a tract of land one 
fOUTth section-Iiving on it for a period of ten 
years, when he dil?d. Before the death of his 
father, Garner· went to TexRfl to visit a sister. He 
Temained in this State at a Spanish settll::'ment for 
about seven months, when he Teturned to his 
father's home. After remaining but three months 
at hOIDe, he h}red out as OVel'Se8r for J ameR Ram 
bo, whose farm was on the Ouachita River, four 
teen miles west of Malvern, on the old military 
ground. Here he remained for three years, at a 
salary of $30() pel' y€'ar. Soon after this, hE' hired 
to Dr. Richard Barnum, with whom he remained 
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Ellen (wife of Ed Crow), Elizabeth (wif8 of 
Elihu R. Ray) awl Russell. Whe.n twenty one 
years old, William 'Stanley, the oldest !-'on, enlisted 
in the Third Arkansas VoluuteBl's, ana sefvE'll nutil 
tbe clof-,e of the war, taking part in the battles of 
Fredericksburg, Seven Pines, J\Ialvprn Hill, Suf
folk, N. C., Chickamauga, in the \Yilderness, 
Gettysburg, Petersburg, Richmond, Spottsy1vallia 
Court-House, and a number of skirmishes. He 
was twice wounded severely, but his indomitable 
courage still forced him to fight on until the close 
of the war. After that event he returned to his 
home and family, and turned his attention to farm 
ing, which he has carried on with great success, now 
oWlling about 1,027 acres of valuable land, with 
some 550 acres under cultivation. He also operates 
a cotton gill and mill which are both paying in 
dustrieH. JUr. Stanley was married in 1863 to 
MibS Lucinda ,\' illiams, of Georgia, by whom he 
has had six children: Lucinda (wife of 'V. H. 
Catholic), Della, Charles, \Villie D., Gatta and 
Lester. J\1r. Stanley is a member of the Baptist 
Church amI takes an active part in the affairs of 
that faith. His life haR been one of l'emal'lmblE' 
energy and enterpriese, as he ~tartecl after the war 
with almost nothing upon which to build the foun
dation of his present fortune. He is now pprhaps 
the lal'gE'st and most prosperous farmE'l' in Hot 
Spring County, and owes it all to his individual 

efforts. 
Levi Stone, also numbered among the prosper 

ous faruwrs of Hot Spriug County, was born in 
Robertson Couuty, Tenn., in 1S21. In thE' fall of 
1833 be moved to Onachita County, Ark, where 
he resided two years, then becoming s€'ttlNl in 
Clark COUllty, awl subsequently, in ] 807, he re 
IlloveJ to Montgomery County, l'pmaiuiIlg there 
for three years. Gathering togethpr h1R personal 
pfi'ects he finally took up hi~ home in Logan 
County, and after a residE'nce of six years came to 
his present home in Hot f:3pring County, where he 
has Rince resided. HE' owns 300 acr€'s of fine land, 
with eighty acres under cultivation. He was mar 
rie(1 in 11)-13 to Eliza Price, a native of TennessPE', 
with whom he liveu for tWE'nty years, becoming 
the father of six children, four girls and two 

Loys, all of whom are married and living in Logan 
Uonnt~: Mary Ann (agetl forty), Sarah Ann 
(thirty pight), Hpnry C. (thirty six), Evans (thirty 
fom,) , Julia (thirty two) aIld. S)thia (twenty six). 
HE' wa!-, marrie<l the second time to the widow of 
J ames A. Barham (}) pe Thornton) in the year 1881. 
She was a native of Madison County, Tenn., born 
November 5, 180.1;3. To this union was given one 
child, a girl, on September 30. ]881. Mr. Stone 
l->erved in the Confederate army from 1861 to ] 863, 
participating in tile battles at Oak Hill, Elk Horn, 

Shiloh, Corinth, Iuka and Port HlHlson. At the 
latter place he surrendered, and after being paroled 
served under Fagan until the close of the war, 
taking part in the Missouri raid. He has been a 
member of thp, Methodist Church for twelve years, 
having joined in Montgomery County. His wife 
is a member of the l\lisRionary Baptist Church, be 
coming affiliated with it some fifteen years ago. 
They are worthy, public-spirited citizens, having 
the esteem of all they mpE't. 

Rev. Robert 1\1. Thrasher, one of the promi 
nent citizens of Hot Spring Oounty, has been a 
l'esident of this locality since January 13, 1867. 
He was born in Fayette County, Tenn., on Decem 
ber 14, 1827, lwing a son of Robert 'r. and Sarah 
(Burleson), natives of Georgia and North Car 
olina, respectively. The father was the first white 
child born ill Franklin County, Ga., his birth oc 
cuning in 1787. Hf' was also a soldier in the 'Yar 
of ] 812, and was reared on a farm near Huntsville, 
Ala., and there married. He afterward moved to 
Missouri, but returned later to Tennessee, then to 
Mississippi, and from therE' to Arkansas, in the 
autumn of 18-13, settling on a farm on Tulip Creek, 
in Dallas County, where he made his homE' until 
his dE'ath, October 1], 185], at the age of sixty 
five. TIlE' paternal grandfather of Robert 1\1. 
Thl'asher, also nampd Robert, came from ,Yales 
before the Revolutionary 'Yar, in which he served. 
The mother of the subject of this sketch died on 
July 11, 1875, at the age of eighty yean;, She 
awl her hushand were both membel's of the Bap 
tjst Church. They were the parents of ten chil 
dren: Elizabeth (deceased), Joseph (deceased), 

James B. (deco"Red), Henrietta F. (deceased), t 
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Margaret A., Rachel W., Robert 1\1., Sarrab O. 
(dece~sed), Jane F. (now J\Irs. Dnnnahoe) and 
Thomas J. (of 1\Ialvern.) Mr. Thrasher, Sr., was 
sheriff of Hardeman Oounty, Tenn., and was also 
a justire of the peace of Dallas Oouuty. The 
maternal grandfather of Robprt M. Thrasher was 
James Burleson, the son of Aaron Burleson. w40 
was the son of Aaron Burleson, a native of Wal~, 
who came to this country and settled in North 
Carolina, jn 1726. He bad seven sons in the Rev
olutionary ,Val', three of whom survived: Thomas 
(who remained in North Oarolina), Jesse (who went 
to J\lobile, Ala.) and Aaron (who with his sons, 
Aaron, James, Joseph and John, and three mar
ried daughters set out in 178-1- to join Daniel 
Boone in Kentucky). Aaron Burleson was killed 
on the route by the Indians, at the crossing of 
Olinch Riv.er, in Tenqessee. His son Aaron was 
alRo killed by the Indians at Campbell Station, 
Tenn. The others all pressed on into Kentucky, 
but subsequently fell back into Tennessee and 
North Alabama. J ames Burleson was a commis 
sary in the War of ] 8] 2, under Gen. Jackson, and 
was in the battles of Horseshoe and New Orleans. 
In 1816 he moved to Missouri; returned to Ten
nessee in 1823, and in ]829 he went to Texas with 
seven sons and three married daughters, and set 
tIed on the Colorado River, twelve miles below 
Bastrop. He died in old age in the bosom of his 
family. The history of his family is interwoven 
with the history of Texas. His son, Gen. Edward 
Burleson, grpatly distinguished himself as an 
Indian fighter and in the 'Yar of Independpnce. 
He was the hero of thirty battle"!; was vice presi
dent of the Republic of Texas, and died a member 
of the senate, in 1851, at Austin, Tex. The voters 
of the Burleson family in TexaR number about 
],200. R.}H. Thrasher was reared on the hOlle 
farm, and received a common school education in 
youth, in Mississippi, coming to Arkansas with his 
parents when sixteen ;years old. In 1~30 he at 
tended the Arkansas Military Institute two terms, 
and the following year accepted a position as 
teacher in the same. In the fall of 1831 he took 
charge of his father's farm, where he remained 
until 1857, and in 1862 enlisted ill the Eighteenth 

Arkansas Infantry, being at once elected second 
lieutenant, after which he was promoted to captain. 
He participated in the battles of Farmington and 
Iuka, Port Hudson, Oorinth anll ~everal skir 
rnishes. At the laflt named battle he was taken 
prisoner, Lut was shortly after released. He wa.:; 
also taken prisoner after the "iege and surrender 
of Port Hudson. July 9, 18G3, and was taken to 
Johnson Island, Lake Erie, and held until March, 
18G5. He was paroled and delivered on the 
J ames, below Richmond, in feeble health. He 
then started for his home in Arkansas, having to 
walk 110 miles of the way, and to travel seventy
fiye miles of the way in a canoe. He arrived 
home in May, where he again engaged in farming 
and teaching until 18G7, when he came to Rock
POl't and engaged in teaching school. He also 
spent two years as a Sunday-school missionary in 
the employment of the American Baptist Pub
lication t;ociety, Philadelphia. ]\>11'. Thrasher was 
licensed to preach the gospel of Ohrist in 1830, 
and was ordained, November 22, 1852, an elder 
in the Baptist Church. and has been engaged in 
ministerial WOl'k ever since. \Vhile in the army 
he preached and baptized many. 1\11'. Thrasher 
was manied July 13, 1'33\ to Oaledonia McKoy, 
a native of North Carolina. Her father, 'V. R. 
McKoy, was a native of Scotland. They were 
the parents of five children, two of whom died in 
infancy: Sallie B. (is the wife of J\lr. 0. H. 
Adams, a merchant, of Malvern), Robert \Y. (a 
clerk in a store at 1\Ialvern) and Anna 0. (who is 
a teacher of instrumental music and English lit 
eratnre.) Mr. Thrasher own"! b10 acres of land in 
Hot Spring and Dallas Counties, and has a com
fortable home. He bas held the office of county 
examiner, and bas also repre':>ented his county in 
the legislature. 1\ir. Thl'at-lwr has been madera 
tor and clerk of the Saline Baptist association, 
and secretary of the Arkansas Baptist State con 
vention, and has been very actiH' in establishing 
churches and Sunday schools; he also take~ a great 
intere&t in all things tending to the interest of the 
community, and is now engaged as a teacher in the 
:lHalvern graded school, and bids fair for several 
years of active service in church and State. He 
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still takes great pleasure in agriculture and horti 
culture, and makes fine fruit a specialty. 

V. M. Threlkeld was born in Greenville, S. c., 
on May 9, 1837. He liveu at his native town nntil 
1872, when he visited Hot Hpring Oounty, Ark., 
where he remained some eighteen months, teach· 
ing schoQI and following to a limited extent his 
profession as surveyor. He then returneu to his 
old home, and l'esided there till the year 1877, 
when he visited Texas, stopping in Rains Oounty 
for one year, being elected to the office Ot county 
surveyor. His health failing him, he did not com 
pleLe his term. but returned to Hot Spring Oounty, 
where he arrived in the spring of 1879.. He im 
mediately began teaching school, continuing until 
the summer of 1880, when he was elected coun 
ty surveyor. Holding this office until 1886, he 
made the race for the office of sheriff, being de 
feated by I. H. B. Adams. He held the position 
of deputy surveyor till 1888, when he was again 
elected to the office of county surveyor, a position 
the duties of which he is still Jischarging in a 
gratifying manner. Mr. Threlkeld's father, WilliR 
D., was born in ~IissisRippi, and at the early age 
of thirteen, left home to shift for himself. He 
made his way to Greenville District, S. C., where 
he took up his home with an old gentleman by the 
name of Kilgore. This man was OIle of the dep 
uty surveyors of the State, and gave the young 
stranger an eduf'ation in the art of ~urveying. In 
his twentieth year, young Threlkeld was appointed 
and commissioned deputy surveyor of the HLate of 
South Carolina for the Greenville Dir.,trict. He 
served in all, as snrveyor, fifty-two years of his 
life. He married Malinda Sheppard, of the Green
ville District, and to this union there was born a 
family of eight children, three of whom are now 
living: Malinda CalOline (aged fifty), Behethland 
Blltler (aged forty six) anu V. M. (the subject 
of this sketch.) In 1'361 \V illis D. Threlkeld en
listed in the Fourth South Carolina Regiment, 
Capt. James Hawthorne, serving one year in the 
field. and participating in the first amI second 
battles of Manassas. Becoming un well he was re
leased from regular duty and placed in the hospi 
tal at Richmond, Va., remaining there till 1863, 

wheil he was discharged anu returned home to 
Greenville, S. U. HR was always a Democrat, 
casting hi:-> first vote for Van Buren in 1837. He 
joined the Baptist Churcb early in life, and was 
al ways a liberal donator to the churches and 
schools. V. M. Threlkeld, was marriod in May, 
1tl87, to :\fargaret T. Alford, uaughter of Rev. 
Leander H. Alford, a pl'omiuent minister of Hot 
Spring County. The fruit of this maniage was 
one child, little Della, aged about eighteen months. 
He is a highly respected citizen, and his estimable 
wife and himself are recognized as among the good 
people of this county. 

Enoch H. Vance, Jr., one of the leading law
yers of Hot. Spring County, has been a rpsident of 
this State since a mere child. He was born in Pon
totoc Oounty, Miss., in 1848, and was the son of 
Enoch H. and Lucinda (Massey) Vance, natives of 
Alabama and Mississippi, respectively. Mr. Vance, 
Sr., commenced life on his own account when a 
small boy. His mother having died when he was 
a child, and his father marrying again, he left , 
home owing to disagreement between himself and 
his stepmother. Starting out when twelve years of 
age, on foot and without money, he was finally giv
en work in a printing-office, where he learned the 
printer's trade. He then establi'3hed a paper at 
Aberdeen, Ala., and after conducting it for a !lum
ber of years went to Thli~sis~ippi, in which State 
he was manied. He Iived thpre until in the GO's, 
then moved to Arkansas, and entered lano in Sa
line County, and afterward located at Pine Bluff, 
purchaRing a paper there known as the True Dem 
ocrat, which he edited until 1b39. ~Il'. Vance 
then saw that, by reason of his political views, he 
could not publish his paper, hE' being a Republi
can and strongly opposed to slavery. So, moving 
to his farm in Saline County, he lived there until 
the war broke out. when, in company with \Villiam 
Murry, he crossed the Mason and Dixon line at 
S pringfielc1, l\lo., and there enliRted in the Eighth 
Missouri Cavalry, in the Federal service, and served 
throughout the war. He was captured during the 
struggle and taken to Little Rock, where he was 
shackled hand anu foot and held in prison for a 
year, when his wife stole the keYR and liberated t 
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him; also freeing at the same time Elisha Baxt8r, 
also a prisoner, and who afterwanl became Gov
ernor of Arkansas. After tllE' war Mr. VancE' went 
back to his farm. In 18G8 he was elected to the 
State senate, and while in that body sncceede(l in 
having a new county created, which he named 
Grant and the county seat Sheridan. 1\Ir. Vance 
was also appointed tax collector of the State of 
Arkansas by President Lincoln. In 1877 he set 
tIed in Perry County, where he lived nntil his 
ueath, which occurred September 2~, 1888, at the 
age of sixty eight. He IE'it five children: Eliza
beth V. (wife of Dr. William M. Allison, of Van 
Buren County), Enoch H., Jr. (of Malvern), James 
A. (attorney-at law, now of Perryville), Samuel H. 
(of Perry County) and Robert C. (a teacher in Sa 
line County.) Mr. E. H. VanC'8, Jr., was reared 
on the farm, and received the rudiments of his eel 
ucation at a subscription school, there being on 
free schools at that time. In 1865, when eighteen 
years of age•. he went to Abingdon, Ill., and en 
tered college, l'f'maining there two Yf'ars. He then 
returned to Saline County, anLI worked on the farm 
one year, when he was appointed assessor of his 
county. When Grant County wa" created he re
signed that office, and waR appointed county clerk, 
which office hE' held for four years. He was then 
appointed county judge or supervisor. In the 
spring of 1873 Mr. Vance wa"! admitted to the bar, 
and commenced practicing law at Sheridan. He 
was married in 1871 to Eva Thomson, of Macomb, 
Ill., by which marriage two children were born, 
both of whom died. :1\1rs. Vance died September 
19, ]873. 1\lr. Vance married his second wife, 
Sarah McKee, of Galesburg, Ill., June 22, 1876, 
and they have had two children, Eva and McKee. 
The latter died at the age of three years. :1\Ir. 
Vance is a member of the Masonic fraternity and 
has been honored as 'V. M of hi~ lodge, and from 
1886 to 1888, inclusive, as D. D. G. :1\1. of the Sixth 
district. J\h. and JUrs. Vance arf' both members 
of the Methodist Church. They are sincerely es
teemed throughout this community for their sin 
cere worth and elevating influence. 

~eptember 20, 1 '365, of the m8rriage of J obn C. 
and Nancy (Hicks) Vantrea:se. Growing up on a 
farm in this county he was favored with good ed
ucational advantage:::., which hfl improved. August 
4, 1888, Mi~s Ada Stribbling, a native of Hot 
Spring County, and a daughter of R. :1\1. Stl'ibb
ling, an old s8ttler of the county, became his wife. 
Mr. aDd Mrs. Vantrease have one child, Lucy, an 
infant. Mr. Vantrease owns a fine farm of over 
1G2 acres, which he cultivates in an pnergetie, sue 
cessful manner. His father, John C. Vantrease, 
was born in Tennessee, in about 1827. Leaving 
home at an early agE'l, he was marrif'd in Tennessee 
to Nancy Hicks, in 18-18. In] ~51 he moved to 
Hot Spring County, Ark., and settled at Social 
Hill, where he bought a piece of wild land. Being 
of generous and hospitable tendencies, although 
an extensive trader, he perhaps fed more meD and 
hor:-.es than any other man in Hot Spring County, 
and rare, indeed, was it that one left him without 
first having made a trade of some kind. In a few 
years his little log housp gave way to a fine resi 
dence, and he found himself with a well-improved 
farm. surrounded with many comforts and luxuries 
of life, with his barns al ways full and stables we 11 
stocked. He wa'3 the father of eight children, two 
of whom were drowned, in 18740, while rescuing 
stock in an overflow of the Ouachita RivPl'. 1\I1'. 
Vantrease was a member of thE' 1\Iethodist Episco 
pal Church, South, for over twenty years, and was 
always a liberal donator to all religious and edu
cational enterprises, and a leader in the community 
in which he lived. 

Sf'aborn \Valters, the Ron of \Yilliam and Mary 
(Fountain) vValters, first breathed thewarm zephyrs 
of the cotton fields on June (), 18~3, in ,YilkillRon 
County, Ga. The father, William 'Valters, was 
born March 22, 1813, growing to manhood on a 
farm in 'Vilkinson County, where he was engaged 
in fRrming and school teaching nntil the year 1~79! 
Then he moved to Gifford Township, Hot Spring 
County, Ark., wher'e IlP died J n1y 27, 1 q....,n. He 
served his country as Rssistant enrolling officer of 
Berrien County during the wa.r. 1\1a1'y (Fountain) 

j 
Charles C. Vantrease, one of the younger citi Walters was born in ,Yilkinson County, Ga., De

zens of Social Hill, Hot Spring County, was born cember 28, 181 ..!, living there until her death, 
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which occurred April 24, 1877. Seaborn \V altprs 
attained his majority on a farm in Berrien County, 
Ga., whBre he had attended the subscription school, 
receiving a fair education. He enlil:-ited, uuring 
the war, in Capt. Evans' company of the Fifty 
fourth Regiment of Georgia, Confederate army, 
taking part in the siege of Atlanta and ~ great 
many skirmishes. Becoming ill, he was sent to 
the hospital at Columbus, Ga., where he was con 
fined for three months, and thBn taken to the con 
valescent camp at Macon, Ga. From here he 
obtained a sixty days' furlough, came home and 
retired in April, 1865. Settling immediately on a 
farm in Berrien County, he engaged actively in 
the cultivation of the soil until December, 1875, 
when he emigrated to Hot Spring Connty, Ark., 
and entered forty acres of land in the forests of 
GIfford Township, clearing and improving it and 
making a good farm. He now has J-b() aCl'es, with 
eighty under cultivation, his principal productions 
being corn, cotton and sweet potatoes. On March 
9, 1879, Mr. Walters was married to Manerva L. 
Bachelor, daughter of Moses B. and Louisa Bach
elor. Five children were born to them, all now 
livillg and at home: \Villiam M., Lacey R., Roena, 
JameR A. and Eva I. The father and mother are 
both active members of the Baptist Church, taking 
great interest in all matters that tend to elevate 
humanity. 

Henry Clay Ward first saw the light of uay in 
North Carolina in 1 '330. His paternal grandfather, 
Leonard Ward, was a native of Maryland and a 
soldier of the Rev(.lutionary \raI', in which he took 
brave and active part, being one of the famous 
" minute men" spoken of in history. His father 
was Francis A. Ward, of North Carolina birth, who 
gave his attention to farming a8 an occupation. 
Coming to Hot Spring County in 1830, he settled 
at Rockport, where he was elected the first county 
judge of that county. In 18tH he moved to 
Social Hill, and there spent the remainder of his 
life, dying in 187~, at the age of seventy eight 
years. His widow, the mother of Henry Clay 
\Vard, still survives him. She wa'3 also a native 
of North Carolina, her name being Sarah Miller 
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mpmber of the Methodist Church, in which they 
alwaYR took an active part. They wpre the parpnts 
of ~ieven chiluren: John \V. (dpceased), H. U. 
(the subject of this article), Wiley A., M. D. (now 
of Cleveland County), Mary (deceaseu), Benjamin 
Franklin (deceased, a musician in the Third Ar
kansas Infantry), William J. (an architect, at 
\Vat'lhington, D. C.) and 8allie (deceased, who 
was the wife of Thomas Daniel). Henry Clay 
Ward was rf'ared upon the farm in a new country 
where he had no advantages for schooling, but he 
improved such opportunities as were presented to 
obtain an education, and by subsequent self-applica
tion has become a well informed man. His natural 
love of mechanics and his inventive genius have 
often served him in an excellent way. ,Yhen the 
Civil War broke out he took a contract to make 
drums for the Confederatp army, and also fur 
nished drums to the Federal aI'my, the Ward drums 
Leing found throughout the lines of both forces. 
Indeed, he is yet called the "Arkansas drum-
maker." Music with lUI'. -Ward is atl intuitive 
passion, and he is an expert on the violin, having 
gained quite a reputfltion by playing the' 'Arkan
saw Traveler," which piece he practiced with its 
composer. After the close of the war he settled 
on his father's old farm at Social Hill, where he 
still resides, engaged in farming and distilling 
brandy and whisky. His still has a capacity of 
twenty gallons per day. He makes fine liquors, 
the most of it finding its way to physicians and 
those wanting a pure article for medicinal pur 
poses, and ",,7ard' s Best" has achieved a wide 
and favorable sale. In 1855 Mr. \Yard was rual'
ried to Miss Nancy E. Reasons, who was born in 
North Carolina in 1840. They are the parents of 
these children: Mary C. (now the wife of J. R. 
Alford, a merchant of Social Hill), Martha E. 
(wife of Henry Hardy, also of Social Hill), F. Ada 
(wife of P. A. Peyton, of l\Ialvern), Maud (a 
teacher) and Sallie (woo resides at home). Mrs. 
\Vard and all of the children are members of the 
Methodist Church, South. l\Ir. ,Vard belongs to 
the A. F. & A. M., of which he is a Knight 
Templar, being one of the first initiated in Rock t 


j 
 b f . She (as was her husband) is a port. He is a large hearted man, and of a hos
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pitable disposition. the doors of his house being 
ever thrown open for stranger or acquaintance, and 
the poor and affiicted do not he:-.itate to aRk a favor 
of generous, magnanimous Henry \Vard. 

John Randolph \Yisdom, the son of Brinsley 
B. and Bethaney (Herne) \Yisdom. was born 1\1arc11 
22, 18-18, in Randolph County, 1\10. His father's 
(Brinsle}') birth occurred in Cumberland County, 
Ky., November ] 6. 1805, and there he resided 
until eighteen years of age. when he came to 1\lis 
souri and engaged in farming. He served in the 
Federal army, and died December 3, 1888. Beth 
aney (Herne) 'Wisdom was horn in Boone County, 
Mo., in June. ]807, and died in ]832. John R. 
spent his boyhood days in Randolph, Auclrain and 
Boone Counties, Mo .. being educated in the coun 
try bchools of various localities. In ]863 he enlist 
ed in Company D. Thirty ninth ~Missouri Regulars. 
serying until August, IbG-1. when he was bonorably 
discharged. He then began contracting for lum
bel' and in that and the livery stable business Call 

tinned for thirteen years. From 1881, to Febru
ary G, 18'36, he was engaged in steam boating and 
towing lumber on the 1\Iississippi River. between 
Quincy and Louisiana, 1\10. At the latter date he 
came to Gifford Township, Hot Spring County, 
Ark., and took charge of the large saw and plan-
ing-mill at \Yyandotte. owned by F. P. Herne. Sr.. 
\V. H. Miller, John R. Wisdom and A. G. Ham 
lin (a cousin to the venerable Hannibal Hamlin, 
of 1\1aine). The mill employs 100 hands and turns 
out abont 10.000.000 feet of lumber yearly. mak 
ing shipments to all parhi of the rnited States. 
Some 3.0no acres of timber land are owned by the 
company in Gifford Township. JolIn R. ,risdom 
was married March 10. 1870, to Jennie V. Van 
Horn, daughter of Robert and l\Ialinda Van Horn. 
Charles R .. the only child born to them, is attend 
ing college at Fayetteville, Ark. In 18~~) 1\Ir. 
\Yisdom was elected 'to the Missouri legislature. 
from ~Iarion Oounty, serving two years. He was 
the only Republican elected in that county for a 
pel'iod of twenty years. He is a member of the 
Orders of Knights of Pythias and Maccabees. and 
an energetic citizen, thoroughly ad vacating needed 
reforms and improvements. 

J. G. \Voods is the present efficient editor of 
the Democratic Guard, which was established at 
Quitman, Cleburne County, Ark., in 1881, but 
moved to Malvern on February 1, 1889. It was 
established by 1\11'. Woods. who is a nativE' of \Vest 
Virginia. where he was born (in Lewisburg. Green 
brier County) in the year 1835. In July. lSJ0, he 
started overland to California, but Jid Hot arrive 
until the following summer, having to spend tbe 
winter at 8alt Lake City, on account of the 1\1ount
ain 1\1eadow Massarre. He remained in Califo1'
nia a short time, when he returned to Richmond, 
Va., there working on the National American, and 
also on the Richmond Despatch Daily, until 1837, 
when be came to Rockport, Hot Spring County. 
In ] 861 he enlisted in Company F, of the Third 
Arkansas Infantry, under Col. A. G. Rusk, in 
which he served four years. lUr. \roods was in 
the battles of Gettysburg. Richmond, Suffolk cam 
paign, Sharpsbnrg, and a number of others. He 
was slightly wounded by a piece of shell, but not 
serio11sly. After the war he returned to Hot 
Spring Connty. and in the bpring of 1SG6 went to 
Texas, walking all of the way from Rockport to 
Fort \Yorth. 'rex.. where he engaged at cattle 
driving one year, and then joined the Texas Ran 
gel's to fight Indians, in which he served two 
years. In 1868 he mauied Miss Sallie E. Slocum, 
a native of ,Yest Yirginia. He first settled near 
Fort \Yorth, on a farm. and in 1~69 worked on 
the Fort \Yorth Chronicle. the first paper estab 
lished at that place. In 1S73, Mr. ,Yoods moved 
to Cleburne. Tex., whel'e he remained one year, 
engaged on the Cleburne Ohronicle. He then 
went to Ennis. Tex., and established the Ennis 
Argus, which he con<lucted a year, and then sold 
out and went to Peoria, Tex., starting the Hill 
County Record. when he agaill sold out and bought 
the Bosque County Herald, and published that six 
years. At the end of that period, going to Collin 
County, Tex., he started the Plano Herald, in 
1S80, and was burned out the same year. He 
then became the busine:-.s manager of tLE' Tribune 
Publishing Company at Decatur, Tex., and at the 
same time was corresponclE'nt for the Galve"ton and 
Dallas News. 'Vhile there he became interested t 
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in farming and fl'uit raising. In 1889 he came to 
Hot Spring County, and established bis present 
paper. Mr. Woods has a family of three children: 
Lee, John and Daisy. Mrs. \Yoods is a member 
of the Baptist Church. Mr. \;rood' s life has al 
ways been one of activity and usefulness, and he 
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has ever taken an active interest in the community 
in which he lives. Careful and painstaking in the 
publication of his journal, he has gained a credit
able circulation and. deserves the patronage ac 
corded him. In a word, his paper is just what is 
needed here. 

j t 
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He looked and saw the face of things quite chang'd. 
The brazen throat of war had ceas'd to roar; 
And all was turned. Milton. 

ULASKI COUNT Y, Ark., E'stimated to be under cultivation. Some 25,000 
is lucatpd in the geographi acres belong to the ITnited States, five per cent to 
cal center of the State, and the State of Arkansas and about ten per cent to the 
is bounded north by Perry St. Louis. Iron Mountain & Southern, the Little 
and Faulkner Conntif's, east Rock & Fort Smith. the Memphis & LittlE' Rock 
by Lonoke, south by J ef Railroads, and the balance to individuals. 
fer son and Saline and west About three fourths of the area of the county 

~ by Saline and Perry. rfhe base line is hilly or mountainous. The Arkansas River, 
of the government surveys of the which is navigable throughout the year, having an 
land8 of the State lies nearly six average width of a quader of a mile, traverses the 
miles south of the State house at Lit county (via Lit.tle Rock) in a general northwest 
tIe Rock. and the county embraces por and southeast direction, dividing its area into 
tions of Townships 1, 2, 3 and -! two nearly equal parts. From the point where 
north and Townships 1 and 2 south. this river crosses the line between Ranges 14 and 
in Ranges 10 to 10, inclusive, west of 13 weRt, to the mouth of the Palarm River, in Sec 
the fifth principal meridian. It also tion 13, Township 3 Dorth, Range 14 west, it forms 
lies in the northern half of the 35° a portion of the northern boundary of thf' county; 

j 
of north latitude, and mostly in the ea'3tern half and it also forms a portion of the western boundary 
of the 16° of longitude, west from Washington. of that portion of the county lying in Township 2 
Its arE'a is 781 square miles, one fourth of which is south. At two or more points within the county 

,.. ., 
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it has changed from its original bed. Originally, 
in its southward courS8, it nearly touched what is 
now the base-line, about a ruile west of the liue 
dividing Ranges 10 and 11 west; then turning 
eastward and southward it encompassed about 
three sections of land and returned to within a 
short distance of its departure to the east, and 
there turned again to the southward. At this 
point thp new channel cuts aCl~oss and shortens the 
rivE'l' several miles. At another point in the west 
central part of Township 2 south, Range 10 west, 
and the east central part of r:rownship 2 south, 
Range] 1 west, the 01<1 bed of the river, extending 
to the westward, eneil'cles about a spction of land 
which is included in Pulaski County. Other 
changes have been made. 

Palarrn River, flowing from the north, crosses 
the northern line of Section G, Towm,hip 3 north, 
Range]:3 west, and runs thence south and south
west to the Arkansas River, into which it empties 
in Section 13, Township 3 north, Range 14 west, 
thus far foeming a part of the northern boundary 
of the county. White Oak Creek, another tribu 
tary of the A~kan'3as from the north, empties into 
it in Section ] q, Township 2 north, Range ] 2 
west. There are f'leveral other tributaries of the 
Arkansas within the county from the north. Kel
logg Oreek rises in the northern part of Township 
4 north, Range 11 west, and flows southerly and 
southeasterly, and together with other creeks it 
forms Bayou Meto, which flows to the eastward, 
and passt's out near the line dividing Townships 2 
and 3 norrh. Big Maumelle River rises mostly 
in the extreme western portion of the county, and 
flows eastwardly in Township R north, and emp 
ties into the Arkansas near the northeast corner of 
8ection 2, Township 2 north, Range 14 west. 
Little Maumelle River is formed by tributaries 
from the west in Township 2 north, and flowing 
eastwardly it empties into the Arkansas in Section 
22, Township :2 north, Range IB west. Fourche 
Bayou heads near Alexandria, and flow~ in a north 
easterly directlon toward Little RoC'k, passing 
south of the corporate limits and eastward to with 
in a mile and a half of Al,kansas River, then 

changes to a southwesterly, southerly and c;outh

, 


easterly direction and empties into a bayou or cut
off of the Arkansas in Section] 4, Township 1 south, 
Range 11 west. It bas many small tributaries, 
and runs between Little Rock and the Fourche 
Mountains on the south. The foregoing are the 
most important streams of the county. The 
Arkansas and its tributaries form the principal 
drainage. 

There are a few lakes in the lower lands of the 
county, the lm'ge::,t of which are l\lonoconut and 
Hill" s, both lying east of Little Rock and near the 
eastern boundary of the county, in the valley of the 
Arkansas. In the hilly portions of the county 
thel'e are many springs, the waters of which arE" 
clear and pure. There are also chalybeate and suI 
phur springs here, but no health resorts have been 
established. At most places good well water can 
be obtained at a moderate depth, and the well and 
spTing water is principally soft. Upon the whole 
the county is well supplied with excellent water 
for all purposes. 

The valleys lie along the streams and their trib
utaries already dpscribed, the largest being along 
the Arkansas, and the greater portion of valley 
land in the southeastern part of the county. The 
hilly or mountainous portions lie on both sides of 
the Arkansas and bEltween its tributaries, and are 
quite broken and uneven. 

About half the county that part south of the 
l'iver-grow8 hard pine, and white oak obtains 
on the creeks and on both sides of the Arkansas 
River. The cypress is pretty well uHed up, but 
some can be found in brakes npon narrow strips of 
wet land, on the banks of lakes and sluggish 
hayous in the alluvial parts of the county. Here 
also can be found the hickol'Y, ash and red gum 
trees in abundance. [Home Seeker's Guide to 
Arkansas. ] Other varietieR, such as black anil. 
honey locllst, p8l'simmon, black gum, elm, syca
more, black walnut, all tbe varieties of oak, rpd 
cedar, etc., abound within these limits. 

High water mark on the Arkansas at Little 
Rock reaches to a point two feet below the top of 
the masonry of the draw pier of the lower rail

road bridge, and the difference between the high t 
and low water marks at this point is thirty three 



sending off a few subordinate spurs; rather fiat 
011 the to p, expanded at its widest part near the 
miJtllt-' of the range to two miles, and diminishing 
in wiuth both to tbe northeast and southwest. In 
this re~ion. on the southwest quarter of Hection 4, 
Township 1 south, Range 12 west, is an old dig
ging made in search of gold. The explorers 
Reeill to have penetrated the rock for about fiftf\en 
feet, and fOUllU only somP crusts of oxiue of iron. 
On the southwest quarter of Section U, in the same 
township and range. are old Spanish diggings, 
where, as well as in Section -1. considerable search 
waR made for gold. 

There are several important localities of lim 
onite iron ore in Pulaski County, one of the most 
important being in Section 11, rrownship 1 south, 
Range 12 west. Another nne locality of iron ore 
is near Fourche Creek, in Section 18, Township 1 
south, Range 13 west. On these sections large 
blocks of fine pistolate iron ore, more than a man 
could lift, have been found on the surface. Iron 
are, copper, manganese and roofing slate have 
been found in great abundance in various places 
on the "mineral belt," in the southwest part of 
the county. Tertiary limestone is found in the 
vicinity of Little Rock, and on the banks of 
Crooked and Fourche Crpeks, and blne and gray 
limestones occnr on Caney Creek. In sight of 
" The Pinnacle," on thE' Arkansas River, near the 
mouth of Big Maumelle, are the Natural Steps, 
formed by two prominent walls of hard sand
stone standing on edge, having between them 
about twenty feet of rectdish, contorted, and fract 
ured argillaceouR shales, with segregations of iron 
ore, the sontheast wall being flanked on the sonth 
eaHt by a similar mass of shale, at least 100 feet 
exposed. These masses of shale have crumbled 
away and formeu steep, smooth banks, from which 
the •. Natural Steps" project forth in bold relief. 
Seen from the river at a distance, they have a won 
derfully artificial appearance. looking like steps laia 
by regula:r masonry, and form a remarkable feature 
in the lanuscape. 

In the vicinity of Little Rock are monntains of 
granite, of the quality used in the constrnction of 
the Pulaski County court house. This stone has 

feet. The high water mark is 256 feet above the 
Gulf of Mexico~ the point at tl1e inten,ectioll of 
Main and Markham Streets, 282 feet; the intel'sec 

. tion of Main and Twenty fourtl1 Streets, 877 feet; 
Capital Hill, .JoG7 feet, and the reservoir of the 
water works, 302 feet above the Gulf. The hill at 
the old toll bl'idge on Palarm River is 2GO feet 
above the bed of the btream, and ., The Pinnacle, " 
a mountain peak situated immediately south of the 
line dividing Townships 2 and 3 north, and about 
a mile west from the Arkansas River, was found to 
be. according to the late geologist, Prof. David 
Dale Owen. by the aneroid barometer measurement. 
1'70 feet above the Arkansas River. He also de
clared it to be one of the bighest points in PulaFki 
County. Thp city of Little Hock is crescentf'd 
with mountains with the points and opening toward 
the southeast. 

An extensive mineral belt of Arkan':las extends 
through Pulaski County from its northern bound
ary in Range 11 west, in a southerly direction. pass 
ing by Little Rock, and thence in a southwesterly 
direction until it leaves the county. The most 
important mineral locality. according to Prof. 
Owen, is situated on Kellogg' 8 Creek. ten miles 
north of Little Rock, and known as the ., l{pllogg 
Lead Mines. " Large quantities of lead were taken 
from these mines in a very early day. In this 
vicinity several shafts haw> been sunk, and a con
siderable quantity of copper pyritf's rounu amongst 
the rubbish thrown therefrom, leading to the con 
elusion that good veins of this ore might be 
reached. The analysis of two samples or lead 
from the Kellogg mines gave the following result: 
No. L a hright crystalline looking ore, gave, by 
reduction, 81. 7 per cent of metallic lead. By 
cnpellation this lead gave a f>ilver bead weighing 
1. 06 per cent of the lead employed, which is 
equal to 339.2 ounces of silver in a ton of 2,000 
pounds. No.~, a porous, fine-grained ore, with 
particles of talc disseminated, gave 73. -tG per cent 
of metallic lead; this, by cupellation, gave 0.7 per 
cent of silver, equal to 22..1. ounces in a ton of 
2.000 pounds. The so called "Fourche Cove" 
iR, in fact, a ridge of from 200 to 360 feet in

j height, ranging northeast and southwest, and 
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a bluish color, and when finished to a smooth sur
face reselllble~ marble. For bE\Ruty and durability 
it iR unsurpassed by any building stone in the world. 

Large tracts of level land exist OVPi' the arpa 
of the shales, from which the soil has bt'en chiefly 
derived in this county. 'Where the reddish colol'pd 
ferruginous shales prevail, thE' land is productive 
and easily cultivated j but where the purely argil
laceous shales exist, the soil is still refractory, 
and inclined to be sprouty, and difficult to bring 
into good condiLion for cultivation; however, when 
subdued, it becomes fertile. The flat clay lauds, 
in their wild state, support a luxuriant growth of 
"barren grass," excellent for stock. The timber 
is mostly post oak and gum. The soil of the hill 
land is mostly derived from Lhe sandstone of the 
millstone grit s8l'ies. and is easily cultivated, though 
not so productive as the bottom lands. The pI'in 
cipal growth of timbel' on the highlands consists of 
white, red and black oaks, black hickory and black 
jack oak [Owen'l-5 Geologyl The soil of much of 
the Arkansas River bottom lands is exceedingly 
Randy, very productive and easily cultivated., and 
produ('es cotton and corn in great abundance. 

The resources of Pulaski County are varied and 
numerous, but for the want of capital many of 
them have only been developed to a limited extent, 
and some of them prac,tically not at all. Extensive 
forests of valuable timber are still standing, and 
the prospectf-> are that thi8 timber will not be 
shipped away in the log and as timber, but that 
the extensive manufartol'iefl recently estaiJlished at 
Little Hock will use it, and convert it into manu
factured articles for sale both at home and abroad. 
As before stated, thp county is provided with 
mountains of ('oal, iron, manganpse and other min 
era]8, as well as with the finest building ,.,tone any 
where to be found. But these sources of wealth 
as yet are only slightly made use of. The recent 
incl'ew;;e in shipping facilitieR, anu the increasing 
demand for these natural products will ultimately 
secure their development. Cotton and corn have 
been the chief products of the soil. 

j 
In 1880, according to the United States census, 

Pulaski had 2,15-t farms, and 7'5,041 acres of 
improved land, and the amounts of cereal and veg 
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etablf' productions of the county for the year 1879 
wpre a~ follows: Indian corn, goD, fill bushels; 
oats, ;)~, ~)'I() lnu,h8bj rye, 2-10 hu<.,hplsj wheat, 
5, ()~;~ Im~hels j orchard proaud~, $2:1,287; hay, 
~-lA, tons; cotton, ~(),-t-:':m balp~; Iri~h potatoes, 
1G, 5] 2 bushels; sweet putatoos, 25,033 bushels; 
tobacco, ,-1, [163 ponnds. Compared with other 
counties Pulaski then ranked as the fifth within 
the State in the production of cotton. the fourth 
in the production of Irish potatoes, and the third 
in the production of sweet potatoes. Excepting 
corn the other cereals were not extensiVf>ly grown. 
as shown by the figures. The cereal and vegetable 
productions of the present year, 18~D, will be given 
in the next United Stat0t; census reports. aml will 
be very interesting to compare with the figures 
here given, as showing a substantial and profitable 
increase. 

In 1880 there were within the county's bound
aries 2,108 horses, 2,07~ mules and aSE>es. 10,115 
neat cattlp, 1,9Gl sheep and 18,245 Logs. In 
]888 there were, as shown by the tax books, :3,612 
horses, 3,681 mules and asses, IJ,181 neat cattle, 
1,757 sheep, and] 1,60] hog;:.. These figures show 
a large increase in the number of all animals ex 
cepting sheep and hogs. The decrease in the 
number ot Rheep and hogs is accounted for, espe 
ciaUy with the latter, by the fact that the number 
listed by the assessor included only those on hand 
when as:o.es'Sed, but did not. like the census report, 
cover those slaughtered and sold during the year. 
The number to be enumerated by the census takers 
of ]800 will UlHloubteflly show a very great in 
creast' over the nnmbeI's in ] tl80. Improved breeus 
of stock have been introduced, anu somt' fanners 
have discovered that it is profitable to raise less 
cotton and more stock. 

On account of the continued strength of the 
soil to raise fair crop8 without being refertilized, 
and the extensive ranges for cattle where they can 
live nearly all the year without being fpd, the 
farmen, have neglected to cultivate clover and the 
tame grasses to any considprable extent. Clover, 
timothy, alfalfa, redtop and other tame grasses 
have been successfully raisf'd as an experimE'nt. t 
A more diversified system of farming is needed. 

~-.-r--------------------------~~'~i'~ 
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Clover, especially, and the tame grasses should be 
extensively raised for the purpose of fertilizing 
the soil. The gt'ass supply is the foundation of 
successful agriculture. ·Without gras~ there can 
be no stock, and without stock, no possibility of 
maintaining the fertility of the soil. The alpha 
and the omega of agriculture is found in the terse 
sentence, "1\lore grass, more stock; more stock 
more grass." A fair measure of the agricultural 
prosperity of any people is the amount of the area 
in permanent pasture, or employed for restorative 
purposes in rotation. Considering the mildness 
of the climate, the fertility of the soil, and the 
convenient supply of good water, the opportunities 
for raising stock in Pulaski County are unsur 
passed, and in addition thel'eto the shipping facili 
ties to distant markets are excellent; hence the 
r lising of live stock must eventually become a 
great source of income to the people of the county. 
This county having the capital of the State, a city 
now of 30,000 inhabitants, constantly growing and 
destined always to continue in growth, has a 
home market, making it a desirable place for the 
small farmer, the grower of vegetables and small 
fruits. 

The comparatively large amount of orchard 
products in the county. as shown by the census of 
1880, proves that horticulture has not been neg
lected, though it has not been developed to any 
great extent. Nearly all the varieties of fruit com
mon to this latitude can be successfully raised 
here, and while the county may not be equal to the 
northwestern counties of tbe State in the production 
of larger frnits. it is unsurpassed in the yielding 
of the smaller, and on account of the excellent 
home matket, and the great facilities for reaching 
the distant city markets, the propagation of the lat
ter is especially profitable. Horticulture is another 
valuable source of income to the people of Pulaski 
County, and is susceptible of being maue much 
more so. The various fountains of revenue are 
numerous and may be c]assified as the agricultural, 
the raising of live stock, hurticultural, the mineral, 
manufacturing, etc. Here are splendid oppor
tunities for tbe capitalist to develop the mineral and 
manufacturing resources, and for the man ofj 


modern means to secure a home in a climate which 
is the bappy medium between the extremes of beat 
anu cold, and to develop the supplies of agricul
ture, horticulture. etc. 

In 1880 the real estate of Pulaski County was 
assessed for taxation at $-1, 76G, 101; the personal 
property at $1, 82G, 5.6; making a total of $fi,392, 
077, and thE' total taxes charged thereon for all 
purposes amounted to :I!i:23g,333, 

In 1888 the real estate of the county was 
assessed for taxation as follows: Value of lands 
and improvements, $1,356,68-1; value of town and 
city lots and improvements thereon, $5,31),448; 
value of railroad property, $956,705; total value of 
real estate, $7,824,837; total value of personal 
property, $3,562,371; grand total of both real and 
personal property, $11,387,408, on which the 
amount of taxes charged for all purposes was 
$281,S39.18. By comparison it will be observed 
that from 1880 to 1888, the increase in amounts 
and rate per cent of the taxable property of the 
county was as follows: 

Increase in real estate, $3,038,736; rate per cent, 
.64+. Increase in personal property, $1.735,995; 
rate per cent, .95+. Total increase, $4,79-1,731; 
rat~ per cent, .72+. It will alsl) be observed that 
the amount of taxes charged did not incI'ease in 
proportion to the increase of the taxable property, 
but only to the amount of $22,-!86.18. The reader 
should notice, tOl), that the values here given are 
only for the purposes of taxation, and that while 
the taxable wealth of the county, fOl' ] 888. amounted 
in the aggregate to $11,387,40\ its real value was 
probably nearly three times that amount. 

" There is nothing so successful as success, , , and 
there is no argument so conclusive in proving the 
rapid growth, development, and prosperity of a 
county, as a plain statement of facts and figures. 
such as have appeared. No further proof is nec
essary to show how Pulaski County and the capital 
of Arkansas have recovered from the disastrous 
effects of the Ci viI 'YaI', and be-come one of the 
most prosperous and rapidly growing communities 
of the entire country. 

Following is an extract upon the subject of 
taxation, taken from ,. Facts Concprning Arkan 

t 
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sas," published recently by tIl€' State Bureau of 
Immigration: 

, 'ThE' utmost limit of taxation (except to pay 
dt'bts outstanding in towns, citit's and connties 
prior to October 31, 187-i, nearly all of which are 
now paid) is two and one-half per cent, and that 
npon an assessment which does not exceed one 
third of the true value of the property; so that if 
the full taxing power under the constitution of the 
State were put in force, the total tax on true values 
would only be three quarters of one pel' cf'nt. 

" This taxing powel' is limited by the constitu 
tion as follows: 

" For all State purposes, one per cent. 
" For all county purposes, half of one per cent. 
"For all city purposes, half of one per cent. 
" For all special school tax, half of one per cent. 
" 'rhe latter tax can only be levied in the several 

school districts in which a majority of the electors 
vote for it at the annual school elections held in 
the month of May, at a tillie when there is no po
litical election held. At the present time the 
State tax is only hal f of one per cent, two tifths of 
which is for school purposes. It will be seen that 
outside of cities and towns (except in case of the 
existence of old indebtedness before stated) the 
taxes amount to only one and one-half per cent. 
From this it will be seen that the taxes in the 
country di~·:tricts (presuming that all the school 
districts vote for the special school tax, and as a 
rule they do) are on real values forty five one 
hundredths of one per cent. 

, , Arkansas, however, can go still further in the 
statement regarding taxation. This is not only 
the rule now, but so it must remain as long as the 
prespnt constitution of the Statp remains in force, 
for it is provided in the constitution that no town, 
city or county can loan itR credit, or issue any in 
terest bearing evidence of debt. This provision 
prevents the counties, towns and cities from load
ing themselves down with debt, which the immi 
grant would Lave to contribute to payoff." 

The St. Louis, Iron Mountain & Southern Rail
way enters Pulaski County from the northeast at 
a point about eight miles south of the northeast 
cornl?r thereof, and runs in a southwesterly di1'8C

r 

tion through the county, via Jacksom;ille, McAI 
mont, Little Rock, Mabelvale and Alexandria, 
the length of its line within these limits beiug 
25.43 miles. The Little Rock, Missiosippi Hiver 
(.\[, Texas Hailway, a bnlllch uf the St. Louis, Iron 
Mountain & Sonthern, rnns from Little Rock, in a 
direction a little east of south, clown the valley of 
thp Arkansas, via Sweet Hallie and "Wrightsville, 
its length within the county being]:2.. 0 miles. The 
Little Rock & Fort Smith Hailway runE> from Lit
tle Rock in a northwesterly direction on the north 
side of Arkansas Hiver, via ,Vanen Station, and 
leaves the county near the mouth of the Palarm 
River, its length within the county Leing ]6.16 
miles. The Memphis & Little Hock Railroad runs 
from Little Rock in a direction a littlE' north of 
east, via Niemeyer and Galloway, and its length 
within the county is 12 miles. The Altheimer 
Branch of the St. Louis, Arkansas & Texas Rail
way runs from Little Rock in a southeasterly direc
tion on the north side of the Arkansas River, and 
its length within the county is 0.] miles. All 
these railroads have connection with Little Rock, 
and their combined length in Pulaski County is 
73.6 miles. These lineE> are all completed and in 
active operation. Others will soon be constructed, 
but with the roads now in UBe the county has a 
good outlet to all parts of the country. 

The assessed value of the railroads here 
amounted, in 1888, to $036,705, or nearly one
twelfth of the entire taxable wealth of the county, 
and of course this property pays its proportion of 
all taxes. 

The population of Pulaski Oounty at the end 
of each census decade since its organization has 
been as follows: 1~20, 1,U21; 1830, 2,395; 18-10, 
3,330; 1830, 5,()57; lRGO, 1L6U9; 1870, 32,O()6; 
1880, 32,616. Prior to the Oivil ,Val' period of 
] 8(31 ()3, the population of the county increased 
but gradually, and after that period aDd up to 
1870, it grew with rapidity, as shown by the fig 
ures. In 1873 the teuitory of the county was very 
much reduced in size, portions of it being set off 
to Faulkner, Lonoke and Saline Oounties, so that 
in ] 850 its population was apparently only a lit

tle gJ'eater than in 1870. But notWithstanclillg:~ 
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large loss of its territory with accompanying pop
ulation, the advance was so great that it still had 
a larger population in 1880 than in 1870. The 
growth since ] 880, especially in Little Roch, has 
been so manifest, that the population of the county 
at this writing must be about 50,000. 

The populat-ion of the county in 1880, by lllU

nicipal townships. was as follows: Ashlf.y, 1,19:3; 
Bayou Meta, 1, IGl; Big Rock (including Little 
Rock City), 17,791; Little Rock City, 13,138; 
Campbell, 1,057; Eagle, 1,300; Eastman, 2, U3Q; 
Ellis, 24:3; Fourche, 9B5; Gray, 983; Maumelle. 
200; Mineral, 597; Owen, 8!32; Pyeatt, 928; Ro 
land. 599; Union, 808; Young, 970. 

Of the population of that year 17,667 were 
white and 14,921 colored, 12 Chinese and 16 In 
dians, making the total of 32,610. 

The first permanent settlement by the whites of 
the territory now composing PnlaE>ki County took 
place about the beginning, 01' soon thereafter, of 
the present century. Temporary settlements were 
made prior to that time by French hunters and 
trappers, and still further back by the Spanish 
gold hunters; but it is only within the scope of 
this work to speak of the permanent settleroent. 
Edmund Hogan, who came from Georgia and set 
tled at or near the site of Little Rock, is said to 
have cut the first stick of timber and become the 
first permanent settler of wbat is now Pulaski 
County. 

j 

In 1807 Maj. James Pyeatt and bis brother 
Jacob, a Mr. Trammel, Thompson and Baldwin, 
with their families, composing a little colony, 
came from North Carolina in wagons, driving their 
stock, and crossing the Mississippi at Chickasaw 
Bluff (Memphis), and settled on the north side 
of the Arkansas River, in what is now Pyeatt 
Township. The Pyeatts settled on the river, abont 
two and a half miles above Crystal Hill; Thomp
son settled just below the mouth of the PalaI'm, 
and Baldwin settled two or three miles farther 
down the river. In or before 1814: \YJight Daniels 
located on the north side of the Arkansas, about, 
fonr miles below Little Rock, and Peter Franks on 
the same side of the river, half a mile above Lit 

1~RO~~ and prior to 1818 Robert Jones settled in 

the Daniels' neighborhood, and farther down tue 
river a French family by the name of Cushot. 

I n the fall of ] 818, Peter Lefevre, a French 
Oanadian, with his family, consisting of his sons 
Peter, Enos, Francis G., Ambrose, Akin, Leon ana 
John B., and his daughter Mary Louise, st'ttled on 
the north side of the river, on Spanish Grant No. 
4:97, about six miles below Little Rock. All of these 
have passed away, save the son Leon, who still re
sides on the grant, being nearly eighty-two years 
of age at this writing. About the same time Isaac 
,Yatkins, of Shelb) County, Ky., l'emoved his fam 
ily to Little Rock on a keel boat. He also brought 
a slave named John Logan, a very intelligent col
ored man, who still resides in the city, and claims to 
have livt'd here seventy two years since his master 
brought him. He is now eighty two years of age. 
Also about 1818, or perhaps earlier, Dr. Cunning 
ham, \rilliarn 'Wait, Capt. Pitcher, three brothers 
by the name of Mal'kham, a JUl'. Backus and others 
settled in the vicinity of Little Rock the l\fark 
hams north of the river; and probably prior to this 
date, Judge Samuel .McHenry, at whose house the 
first county courts were held, settled above Little 
Rock, near the mouth of 'Vhite Oak Creek j Arc~i 
balcl McHenry on the old military road, about ten 
miles southwest from Little Rock; a French family 
by the name of Imbeal1 about six miles out, and 
\Y illiam Collins four miles out on the same road, 
and \Y. A. Smith on the western l'oad, a few miles 
west of Little Rock. A pioneer family by the name 
of Lockhart settl{'d on Saline River. Other very 
early settlers were Richard Fletcher, who settled 
on the Arkansas, at the mouth of Fourche Creek; 
John Douglass, on the Upper Fourche, and another 
John Douglass, on the north side of the Arkansas, 
about three miles below Little Rock. 

Upon the organization of Pulaski County, in 
1819, Edmund Hogan. Samuel Gates, James C. 
Newell, Ephraim C. Davidson and Curhs \Vil
bourn, were made the first justices of thp peace 
for the county. They too were pioneer settlers. 
J ames Miller, the first Governor of Arkansas Ter
ritory, settled on the north side of the Arkansas 
River, in the Pyeatt Settlement, about tweh e 

miles above Little Rock. Othe~ very promin:.~ 
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early settlers of Little Rock ancl vicinity wer0 

Col. A. S. Walker, Judge George C. ,Yatbns,,y illiam E. ,Yooclruff, fouwler of the Arkansas 
Gazette; Robert Crittenden. the first secrptary of 
Arkansas TeIritory; Chpster Ashley. a lawyer from 
JHassachu~etts; Hon. Robert C. Oc1pu, JUdgfl An 
drew Scott and his hrother, George W. Scott, the 
latter settling on the north side of the ri"l:'r, and 
afterward serving as United States lllcu"lbal, llIlller 
President Adams. 

The Conway brothers, Henry W., J auIt's S. 
Wi11ialll and Elias N., repref>ented one of the most 
noted pioneer families of Arkansas. and all event 
ually settled at Little Rock. Henry W. and 
James L. took contracts from tbe genE'Yal Govern
ment to survey large tracts of land in Arkansa~ 
TE'rritory, and faithfully executed them. The 
former was appointed the first receiver of the land 
office at Little Hock, anu the latter was the fir~t 
United States surveyor for the Distlict of Al'lum 
sas, and was also the first Governor 01 the ~:)tate. 

Elias N. Conway came to Little Rock November 
11, 1833, and subsequently served as auditor of 
State, and abo as Governor thereof. ,YilEam COIl 
way settled in Little Hock about the year lS37. 
Tbp father of tbesE' brothers was a Virginia~, who 
moveel thence to Ea<;t Tennessee, and thencE' to 
lVIisfiouri, where hE' diea. Elias N. COllway is the 
youngE'st of seven brotbprf', and is the only surviv 
or of the llumber. He still resideR in Littlp Rock, 
is very advanced in age, and lives a retired and se 
cluded bachelor life. John Popp, the third Gov 
ernor of ArkansaR Territory, settled in Little Rock 
early in 1 '1:29. His nephew, William Fuuntain 
POPE', a talented young man, accompanied him and 
wa~ afi erward, all ]'t'orl1ary;), 1Cj:~8, killed ill a duel 
with C. F. M. Noland. The duel waf> fought on 
what was then neutral ground betwet'n Arkansas 
awl Texac;. ,rilliam F. Pope. a second cousin of 
Gov. Pope. came from Shppan18ville, Ky., aneI 
landed in Little Rock OctolJE'l' 17, 18B~. He be 
came Gov. Pope's private secretary, and at this 
writing it-l still living in the city at a very advanced 

age, fepb1f' in health bnt vigorous in intellect. 

j Other prominent early ~ettlEll'8 of Little Rock 
were Arnbnlse H. Sevier, from Tennessee. anu his 
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faiber in law, J ndgs Bpnjamin Johnson, a hrothel' 
of Col. .. Dil'k" Johuson, of "ar fame; abo Petel' 
T. Crutchfield, Elijah A. Moor8 and Wilham S. 
Fulton, the latter jw('oming the 8Pcond secretary 
of Arkansa'3 'rerl'itory and itl:> last Governor. 

In further LDl'ntion of the pioneer E>ettlers of 
Pnlnski Contity. or of the tprritory composing it, 
tbe following libt of lHuues of imhvielnals who made 
the tirst land elltrips at the United States land 
office at Little Rock, ill each of the congrE'~Rional 
town~bips now emhracing the couuty, are here 
given, omitting the names aheD.dy Jeclarf>a, and 
taking care, so far as possible, to notice only those 
who became actual settlers: 

Town~hip 1 north, Range 10 west: In 1822, 
Thomas ,Yo NElwtOll and Isaac Baldwin; in 182-1, 
Smith Kellulll; in 1b23, John H. Oocke; in 1834-, 
Conway 8cott, ,Yilliam McKee and William Scott, 
Sr.; in 18:35, IHicajah Toner and 'Y. R. W. Hill; 
in 1836, Lewis Randolph and Malcolm B. Gil
christ; in ]838, Jacob P. Luck and H. E. D. 
Simon. 

Township 2 north. Range 10 weRt: In 1836, 
Isaac Johnson; in 1837, Thomas C. Brown. 

Township 3 north, Range 10 west: In ]830, 
John H. Reed; in 1831, 1\10se5 H. Blue and Samp 
son Grey. ' 

Township 1 north, Range 11 west: In 1822, 
"Yilliam D. Simons and .John H. Martin; in ]8~6, 
Ath~napee Raime; in 18;34, Eli Fletcher, Charles 
Caluwell and J acob Jones; in 1':336, James Flet 
cher, Hanly Jones, Thomas Thorn, Laborn Hill. 
Bazpl Hutchins, Noah H. Badgett and E. ,Yo B. 
Noland. That palt of this township lying north
east of the Arkansas River was first offered for sale 
N0\ ember ..t, 1822, and that palt lying southwest 
of tllE'river, l\:'Iay U, 18;30. 

Township 2 north, Range 11 west: In 153.+, 
Josiah Gould; in 18;33, Jacob Thorn; in 1836, 
Felix. G. LE'8SeRt. Henry Robinson, Ephraim Beas 
ley, C. F. 1\1. Robinson, l\Iichnel O. Hogan, J ",sse 
Hill, TholllHs ,V. Grey, Joseph Henc1el'son, Smith 
Kellum, David Rag'ster, Henry G. Douglass and 

George M. Dodd. 
Township 3 nOlth, Range 11 west: In 1833, t 

BOHY Kellogg; in 1837. John McKenzie; in 1838, 
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Hamilton Reynolds and Matt~ev,r ,yood; in 1~3B, 
Patrick Finton. 

Township 1 north, Range 1~ wpst: In 1822. 
,Yilliam Fields; in 1824, James H. Martin; in 
1825, Gilbert Barden and Silas T. Goneray; in 
1527, Bernard Smith. This township contains 
the city of Little Rock, and the lands of the tOWll 
ship were mostly entered during the decade of the 
30's. 

Township 2 north, Range 12 west (directly 
north of Little Rock): In ]822, Jndge Samuel 
McHenry and James H. Martin:* in 1825, Berry 
Shattuck and ,Yo A. Smith: in 18i:lo, 'William 'Y. 
Stevenson, John P. Phillips and James A. Fears; 
in 1835, John O. Heilman; in 1837. Joseph 
Menell and 'Villiam ,Yo Cogbill; in 1838, William 
Peach. The lands in this township lying north of 
the river were first offered for sale November 4, 
1822, and those lying south of the river, J annary 
10, 1825. 

Township :3 north, Range 12 west: In 1838. 
Josiah l\I. Giles, John Giles, Benjamin Kellogg 
and John Plant, Jr. 

Township 1 north, Range 13 west: In 1823, 
Archibalcl Mettenry; in 1826. V. Gray; in 1833, 
Jacob Hoover and Nathaniel Lewis; in 1836. E. 
H. Lightfoot, James M. Liggin, James Moseley, 
Jared C. lUartin and James M. White. The lands 
in this townsbip were first offered for sale J ann 
ary 10, 1825. 

Township 2 nOl"th. Range 13 west: In 1~22, 
Gov. James ThEIler, James Pyeatt and James 
'Yalker. That part of this townshIp lying north 
of the river was first offered for sale November 4, 
1822, and that portion south of the river, J alluary 
10, 1825. 

Township :3 north, Range 13 west: In It522, 
Jacob Pyeatt and Samuel Carnahan; in 183n, 
,Yilliam G. Taffold and Henry \Vinfry; ill 1838, 
Emzy'ViIson, Samuel Johmon, John L. Spencer 
and Anthony Crease. The lands in this tOiynbhip 
were first offered for sale November 4:, ] 822. 

Township 1 nOl"th, Range 14: west: The first 
entries in this township were made, in 183:-3. by 

~.:!:::::S~IY mentioned. 
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Township 2 north, Range 14 west: In 1825, 
Thomas ~lapingill; in 1833, Henry ~Iapingill and 
John Davis; in 1867, Squire Mapingill, George 
Lincoln. Robert A. ,Yatkins and Jesse Brown. 

Township 3 north, Range 1+ west: In 1822, 
Lavina Colville: in 113:25, Samuel D. Blackburn 
and J ailles Blackbm'n; in 1836, Daniel E. ,yilson 
and Rudolph 'Y. Roland. 

Township 1 Bouth, Range 10 west: In 1830, 
Benjamin Polk; in 18;j3, Isaac Baldwin and Lewis 
C. Taylor: in 1836, E. Tatum, Reuben King,,y illiam Mills, J ames ~1. Mills and Malcom Gil 
christ. 

Township 2 south, Range 10 west: In 1830, 
Thomas Boutwright: in 1836, Allen McLain; in 
1837, Archibald Gilchrist. 

Township 1 south. Range J1 west: In 1830, 
Berry Clements and Leland J. Bradley; in 1836, 
Sally Young, Willis Gaskins, Danipl Thompson, 
James Mills, John L. King and James Deamond; 
in 183S, Alexander ,V. Collins; in 1839, Peter R. 
Collins. 

Township 1 south, Range 12 west: In 1836, 
John Fenley; in 1838, John Shanberger. 

Township 1 south, Range 13 west; In 1824, 
James S. Carney; in 1825, Benjamin T. Carnahan 
and Thomas Blair; in 18::30, Charles Lewis; in 
1836, Albert Ecmonskon. 

Township 2 north, Range 15 west: In 1836, 
Levi ~Iapingill and Abner Battle. 

Township 3 north, Range 15 west: In 1836, 
William Blank, and Anne and VVilliam D. Runkin; 
in ]837, Franklin Strong; in 1839, Alexander and 
Nat. ~I. Kirkpatrick. 

Township a north, Range 16 west: In 1825, 
H. B. Stephens; in 1837, ,Yilliam Rainey, John 
Frazier and Joseph Hough. 

In several of these congressional townships 
many tracts of land were entered with military 
land warrants, but all individuals here mentioned 
made regular entries at $].25 pel' acre. The 
names of a few individuals may be included who 
never became actual settlers. but nearly, if not 
quite all. were hardy pioneers. who came here in 
search of homes. and who endured the hardships 
of frontier life. and opened up the way to pros



~ 372 HlflrrORY OF 

perity for their children and the generations that 
should follow. ThE'bE' early settlE'!'s WE're mostly 
from Virginia. the Carolinas. Kentucky and Tfln 
nessee. A few calle from NOl'thern aIld others 
from Southern States, A few WE're survivors of 
the Revolutionary ,Yar, and a more cOIlsiderable 
number of the 'Val' of ] ~1:2 ] 5. The f'arliest of 
the pioneers, including many whos8 names it was 
impossible to obtain, came iD before the latter war. 

It is said, upon the authority of tradition, that 
after the battle of New Orleans had been fought, 
and peace with Great Britain had ueen declared, 
a "log rolling" took place in the Pyeatt settle
ment, upon V\ hich occasion some individuals who 
had l'ecE'ived the news began to converse ahout the 
great battle and the close of thE' war, when others 
made full inquiry about the matter, having never 
even heard that there had lwen a war. It is not 
necessary here to vouch for the truth of this traui 
tion, but it is certain that in those days, before 
mail routes were established, months elapsed be 
fore the pioneE'rs on the ,Yestern frontiel's received 
any nE'WS from the Atlantic coast. 

j 

The pioneers' cauin, an oft mentioned habita
tion. was always made of logs, sometimes hewed flat 
on two sides, and sometimes llOt IH'wed at all. If 
the fmmer, thf' 10g1:-l were put up with the flat sur· 
faces on the inside and outf:>ide of the building. The 
cracks were filled with .• chinking," and this wab 
daubed over with mud. The form of the cabin was 
always an oblong square, with a huge fire place at 
one end. The fire-place was set baek in a crib corn 
POSE'U of split logs with the round sides outward. 
and the face of the crih even with the inner wall. 
This crib was heavily lined with !-ltone and mortar, 
built upon a hearth made of flat stones. On the 
top of the stone and mortar lilling was wade a 
stick and mud chimney, the latter alway" being 
entirely on the outside of the buildillg. aml extend 
ing a little above the comb of the roof. The cabin 
was only one story in height, and. was covered with 
clapboal'ds re."tiug on poles running the long way 
of the building, and weightell down with other 
poles. One or two hmall openingf> WE're cut ont 
for windows, in which greased paper, when it 
could lw had, ,va9 often substituted for glass. The 
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floor was made of puncheon ... , prepared wholly with 
an ax, and laid clown on .. sleepen;." The doOI' 
was maL1e of light pnrwheon'3 or heavy clapboard.." 
fastelled together with pinf> and hung on wooden 
hinge8. This is a fair description of the compJetE'd 
.. pioll!:·er's cabin." All the tools required in build
ing it were the ax broad ax for hewing the logs, a 
frow with which to split the clapboards, and an 
auger. l\lany such cabins were built without the 
use of a nail, and without the sound of a LammeI'. 

Pulaski County was organizea in accordance 
with an act of the legislature of :1\1i8sou1'i Territory 
entitled •• An Act providing for dividing the south 
west part of the county of ArkansRR into three 
separate counties," approved December IG, 1818. 

The first section of the act reads as follows: 
SECTION ], All that part of the county of Ar

kansas, bounded as follows: .. Beginning at the 
mouth of Little Red Hiver, and running from 
thencE' a direct line to the ArkansaR River, where 
the Plumb Bayou intersects the said river; thence 
up said river to the northwest corner of the Qua
paw Claim; thence with said claim south to 
Michael Boon'R road; thence with said road to the 
south fork of the Saline Creek; thence up said creek 
to itH head; thence due west to the Indian boundal'y 
line; thence with said line or lines to the southeast 
corner of the Cherokee Claim, at a place called 
Bodwell's Camp; then with said Cherokee Claim to 
the Little Red Hiver; thence down said river to the 
beginning, iH hereby laid off and erected into a sep 
arate county, which shall be called and known by 
the name of the county of :Pulaski." 

The second section of the act defined and set off 
another portion of Arkansas County to be erected 
into a separate county by the name of Clark, and 
Section 3 defined anu set off a third portion to be 
erected into a Reparate county by the name of 
Hempstead. ~ection -± provided that the courts of 
Pulaski County f-lhould be held at the house of 
f)amuel McHenry. Section 5 provided that from 
and after the 1st day of June, ]819, these new 
counties should "be vested with all the powers, 
privileges and immunities of separate and distinct 
counties. " 

The act also pTovided that the court for PU1=-,~ 
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County should be composed of three judges, to be 
appointed by the Governor of the T8rritory, and 
that the sessions of the court should be held on the 
fourth Mondays of May and October of each yem', 
and that the judges should receiV8 $3 per day for 
their services. 

The original boundary of Pulaski COUllty, as 
given in the act creating it, is very indefinite, 
especially that part following "Michael Boon's 
road," but it is sufficient to show that in adJition 
to the county as it is now bounded it embraced 
portions of what are now White, Prairie, Lonoke, 
Jefferson; probably Grant, Saline, Garland, Perry, 
Conway, Van Buren, Cleburne and Faulkner, and 
other counties lying west of these to the Indian 
Territory. In the formation of these counties, 
from time to time, Pulaski has been cut down and 
changed to its present dimensions, embracing, as 
it Joes, the west half of Range 10, in Townships 
2, 3 and 4 north; the western part of Range 10, 
in Township J north; the northwestern part and 
south half of Range 10, in Township 1 south; 
nearly all of Range 10, in Township 2 Routh; the 
whole of Range 11, in Township 1 south, and 
ToV<frships J, 2, 3 and J north; the whole of Range 
12, in Townships 1 south, and 1, 2 and 3 north; the 
north two-thirds of Township 1 f'outh. Hange 13 
west; the whole of Range 13, in Townships 1, :3 
and 3 north, excepting the small portion lying 
northwest of Palarm River; the whole of Range 
14, in Townships 1, 2, 3 and 4 north, excepting 
what lies north of the Arkansas River; the whole 
of Range 15, in Townships 2 and 3 north, and the 
south two-thirds of Township :3 nOl'th, Range 16 
west. 

The following is a copy of the commission issued 
to one of the first judges of Pulaski County: 
FREDElueK BA'l'ES, SECRETARY OF THE TERRI'lORY 01:<' 

l\IrSSOURI AND EXERCISING 'l'IIE GOVEHNl\I1~N'r TIIEHE

OF. 

Tu all Irho dJaIl see th{ 81' Pn~(I1f8- 01'eetin!l: 
]{no/f; Ye: That reposing special trU'3t and confidence ill 

the integrity, abilities and diligence of Samuel McHenry, 
I do appoint him a judge of the Comt of Common PIcas 
for the connty of Pulaski, from and after the fourth day 
of March next, and empower lJ im to discharge the duties of 
Raid office according to law, to have and to hold "laid office, 

~;: all t.he powers, privileges and emoluments to the 

same of rig-ht appertaining, for the term of fOlll' year", 
unless sooner removed in the manner prescribed by law. 

111 testil/wlI!J 111In'((~f', I have hereunto aftixed the seal 
of the Territory. given under my band at Rt Loui", tlle 
twenty first day of December, in the year of our Lord, 
one thousand, eight hundred and eighteen, and of the in 
dependence of the U ni ted States, the forty third. 

FREDE lUCK BATE". 

Personally appeared before me, authorized to admin
ister oaths of office, the within mentioned 8amuel Mc 
Henry, and took the oath pre':,cribecl by law. 

Given under my hand this 21st day of April, 1810. 
ED:'IlUND HOGAN. 

'].1he above commission with the oath of office 
annexed, was received and recorded on April 24:, 
18H), by Henry 8anford, the first recorder of 
Pulaski County, and was the first instrument 
entered of record in the county. The commissions, 
as required by law, to be issued to the other two 
judges, do not appear of record, and as the early 
county records have not been preserved, positive 
statements from the record pertaining to the first 
session of the court can not be made: but it is rea'3on 
able to conclude that the other two judges were prop
erly commissioned, and that the fir~t term of the first 
court ever held in Pulaski County was convened as 
required by the act creating the county on the 
fourth Monday of May, 1819, at the house of 
Judge Samuel McHenry. The location of this 
house, according to the best evidence now obtain 
able, was in Section 18, Township 2 north, Range 
12 west, it being on the north side of the Arkan 
sa'3 River near the mouth of \Yhite Oak Creek, 0)' 

in that vicinity, and about four 01' five miles above 
Little Rock. The recOl'd of land entries shows 
tbat on October 2\], 1822, Samuell\IcHenry entered 
lands in the section ahove mentioned, in all proba
bility the place where he lived, and where the tirst 
court was beld. In fnrther evidence of the loca 
tion of Judge McHenry's residence mention may 
be made of the fact that he was authorized, by an 
act of the legislature of Arkansas Territory, ap
proyed October 2\ 1~23, to erect a toll-bridge 
across \Yhite Oak Bayuu (or creek), and to have 
the incollle arising from its nse by the public lor a 
term of ten years. * 

-:'The writer is informed, however, that this propospd 

bridge was never constructed by Judge McHenry. 
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In 1820 thf' seat of juotice fOl' the county was 
establishBd at Gadwn, a point on the nOl'th Ride of 
Arkansas River, near the mouth of Cadron Oreek, 
and thirty-eight miles above Little Rock. The 
location was on a bluff about a mile from tbe river, 
the space intervening being bottom land. This 
place, however, did not suit the people in general, 
and an effort was almost immediately made to have 
the county seat removed to some otlH'r point. Gov. 
James Miller, the first Governor of Arkansas Ter
ritory, who had previously settled on the north 
side of Arkansas River, about twelve miles above 
Little Rock, opened up a plantation and erected 
thereon a large hewed log house, made an effort to 
have the county seat located at his place, and 
named Pyeattstown in honor of Maj. James Pyeatt 
and his brother Jacob, who were the pioneer set 
tIers of that vicinity. 

By an act of the legislature of the Territory, 
approved October 21, 1821 (by Robert Orittenden, 
secretary of the Territory and acting Governor 
thpreof), James Billingoley, of Crawford County, 
Samuel C. Roane, of Clark County, and Robert 
Bean, of Independence County, were appointed 
commissioners "to fix upon the proper place for 
the seat of justice of Pulacski County." Accord 
ingly, these gentlemen met and selected Little 
Rock as the proper place for the county seat, and 
made their report. as required by the act, to the 
common pleas court. The report being approved, 
Little Rock became thp permanent seat of justice 
for the connty, and as such it has ever since re 
maioed. The record.., were removed to ancI the 
county offices opened in Little Rock early in March, 
or prior thereto. in 1822. 

Immediately after the county was organized, 
the court subdivided it into municipal townships, 
but, on account of the loss of the early reco1'(18, it 
is impmlsible to give the particulars of this subeli 
V1SlOn. It is cf'rtain, however, that the two most 
thickly settled, and most important of the original 
municipal town~hips were Cadron and Big Rock; 
the fonner embracing the territory where Cadron, 
the origi nal county seat was located, and the latter 
embracing the territory where Little Rock is lo
cated. These townships were evidently very large, 

as large as an average sizpel county at the present. 
Aftf'l'ward, from time to time, as the county was 
reduced iIl fjize, changes were made in the size and 
boundarif's of th8 municipal townships, and new 
ones were formed. The county is now suhdivided 
into eight municipal town~hips, one-half of which 
lie on each side of the Arkansas River. Those 
lying north and east of the river are Bayou Meto, 
Gray, l\1inem1, Pyeatt, Eastman, Young, Ashley 
and Eagle. Bayou Meto lies ill the extrpme north
east part of the county, and Eagle in the extreme 
southeast part. Commencing above and going 
down the river in order named, Pyeatt, Eastman, 
Asbley and Eagle townships are boundeu on one 
side by the river. The to\\nships lying south and 
west of the 1'1vel' are Maumelle, Roland, Owen, 
Ellis, Fourche, Big Rock. Dnion and Campbell. 
Those bounded on one side by the river are Ro
land, Owen, Big Rock and Campbell. Maumelle 
occupies the extreme northwest part of the county, 
and Big Rock includes thE> city of Little Rock. 

The county of Pulaski never owned a court 
house until the present one was built. Soon aftf'r 
the county seat was located at Little Hock, the 
Federal Government donated 1,000 acres of land, 
lying immediately east of the Qnawpaw Indian 
line and adjoining the river. for the purpose of 
building a "court house and jail,' 1 and a large 
amount of land was also donated for the purpose 
of building a State house. The donation for tbe 
building of the court house, comprisng the ea~tern 
part of Little Rock, was laid out into blocks, lots, 
streets and alleys, and the revenue arising from 
the sale of the lots, excf'pting enough to build a 
jail, was merged with the State house fund, and it 
was agreed and understood that when the State 
honse was completed, the county of Pulaski should 
have l'prpetual occupancy of the east wing thereof 
as a court house. Accordingly, upon thE' comple 
tion of the State house, the county of Pulaski took 
posse<..sion of and for many) ears occupied the east 
wing thereof as a court bouse and county offices. 
Sub.'5eque1Jt1y, as time passed away, anJ the State 
became crowded for want of room in the capitol 
building, a suit was brought, and the county was 
ejected therefrom. This occurred several years t 
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ago. The county then made pl'eparatiolls for the s JIll. The present jail and jailor's residence COUl 
erection of the present court honse, which stands bined, which .,tands on the bank of the river iIll
on the southea'3t quarter of hlock ] 01, and on the mediately west of the State house square. was 
corner of Spring and Second Streets, accol'(ling to erecte(l in 18~0. at a cost of about $-10.000. It is 
the original plat of the city, and though occupied a substantial brick building, with steel prison cells, 
for SOIlle months, it is scarcely yet completed. and contains two stories above the basement. 

It is built of granite from the qualTip~ adjoin- There is a county hospital, a frame building, 
ing the city, and is one of the handsomest and in the western part of the city. where paupers, 
most substantially built court bouses in the rnited on becoming ill, are nursed and cared for at the 
States. It consists of three stories including the E'xpense of the county. Tbere is no "poor farm" 
basement, the lower two of which contain ample or asylum in Pulaski County. but approPl:iations 
halls and office rooms for the various county offices are sometimes made from the county treasury for 
and a county court room, and the upper story con the maintenance of the dependent poor. 
tains the circuit court room, the chancery court The county has leaseJ a farm TIear the city, on 
room. the office of the chancery clerk, jury rooms, which her criminals who fail to pay their fines in 
and prosecuting attorney's office. A handsome cash are compelled to pay them in labor, at a stlP 
and lofty tuwer occupies the southeast corner of ulated allowance per day. This farm is managf'd 
the building, and in the top thereof is a Im'ge by an agent of the county, and the system is found 
town clock with four dials, the hands of which to work wen, as the proceeds of the farm reCOill
constantly point to the time of day. Also in the pense the county in a measure for the expense of 
tower is a large room or observatory, from which her criminals. It is certainly preferable to the old 
splendid views of Little Rock, the State Institu plan of allowing the criminals so much per day 
tions, Arkansas River. Argenta beyond, the prom- for lying in jail until their fines were paid. 
ontOl'y of Big Rock, and the surrounding country Tbe following is a list of the names of the 
are obtained. All the walls of this court house and county officers of Pulaski County, clE'legates there 
of the tower stand upon their own foundations, from in constitutional conventions, and senators 
hence its strength. It is bl1ilt according to the and lepre-sentativ8S in the Territorial and State 
most improved plans of modern architecture, and legislatt1l'es, together with the dates of their terms 
one of the most important features connected with of service, from the organization of the couoty to 
it is the fact that it bas been constructed and fur the present writing: 
nished for the moderate sum of $100.000. This is JUdges: S. S. Hall, 182H 30; P. T. Crutch-
due to tbe economy of the officers having it in field. from September, 18:30; David Rorer. 18:30 
cbarge, and to the further fact tbat nearly all the 32; J. H. Cocke, 1832 33; R. Graves, 1833 36; 
material was close at hand. J. n-I. Brown, of David Fulton. Ib30 38; J. C. Anthony, 18.4:0 42; 
Little Rock. was thf' contrartOl' for its erection. L. B. Lincoln, 1842 JJ; A. Smith, 1844: 30; B. 
Prior to the buillling of the Statf' bonse, and from F. Owens; 1CS50 52; '.Y. G. Campbell, 1832 60; 
the tiIllE' the COUDty was ejected tlwl'E'from until the ill. H. Ea~tlllan. ] CS60 62; D. R. Lamb, 1~63 50; 
new court house was ready for occupancy, the ill. H. Eastman, 18f)5 58: David Reeve, 1 bU8 72; 
county officeR amI courts occupied temporary or '.f. F. Blackwood. 1874 7f); :1\1. H. Eastman~ 

rented buildings. 11.S7n 7"1; H. O. 'Yall. lk7,) HO; James Coates. 

j 

The fil'~t jail for Pulaski UOl1nty was a log lS')O '-,2; W. J. Patton, Ib'-,2 BJ; 'Y. F. Hill, 
building. which stooJ on the east siJp of Broac1 present incumbent, first elected ill ] ~84:. 
way, between Third and Fourth Streets. It was Ulerks: R. C. Odf'n. 1'SID 21: A. H. HE'nik, 
consumed by fire about the year lc;8~. after whicb 18:21 23; Samuel AnJerson, 1b28 25: T. ,,~. New-
time a two story brick jail was erected on the saml? tall. 1'-,23 27: D. E, McKinney, the lattE'r part of 
spot of ground. Subsequently this building was the tel'ln' T W Newton 1q27 ')9, J Hendel' Oll t 

~~~~==~~-----------------------------------------------'---'---'-------'----------'--'-------~---'---
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1829-32; -VV. Badgett, 18:32 83; J. P. Fields, 
18 ~5 ;)0; John FieluR, IS30 R7; L. R. Lincoln, 
] 837 4:2; H. Horralson, 1842 4:--1-; G. N. Peay, 
18-14 36; W. B. Easley, 1956 62; 'r. H. -Walker, 
1862 64; J. 'Y. Jay, from April, 186--1- 60; T. H. 
-Walker, ]866-68; G. ,V. McDairmid, 186'3 72; 
J. R. Rowland, 1872 7--i:; R. 'V. 'Vorthen, 1874 
80; W. N. Parrish, 1880 82; R. \V. 'Yorthen, 
1882 84; George W. Clark, 1884: 86; H. O. 'Vill
iams, present incumbent, first elected in 1886. 

Sheriffs: L. R. Curran, 181£l-21; G. Great 
house, ]821-23; H. Al'mstrong, 1823 25; S. M. 
Rutherford. 1825 30: J. K. Taylor, 1830 36; A. 
Martin, 1836 38; James Lawson, Jr., 1838 4--1-: 
,V. B. Burden, 1844 46; A. J. Hutt, 18+0 48; B. 
F. Danley, 1848-52; J. C. Peay, 1852- G6; B. F. 
Danley, 1856-G8; Thomas Fletcher, 1858 62; J. 
M. Giles, ] 862 64; Thomas Fletcher, 1966 6'3; 
,V. S. Oliver, 1868 74; H. H. Rottaken, 1&74- 78; 
M. D. McCabe, 1878 80; W. S. Oliver, 1880 82; 
J. G. Fletcher, 1882 84:; R. W. Worthen, 1884: 
88; Anderson :Mills, present incumbent, eh.cted 
in 1888. 

Treasurers: 1. N. Doyle, 1836-38; James 
Lawson, Sr., 1838 40; J. C. Martin, 1840 42; 
Oharles LewiR. 18-!2 52; f). T. Hudson, ] 832 53: 
'Y. B. Ea~ley, 1833 56; J. H. Newburn. 185f1 58; 
J. B. 1100re, 185t:\ 00; W. N. Parish, 1800-62; 
Thomas Parsel, 18fl2 6-1:; Thomas Parsel, 1800 
68; John Reigler, ]868 74; J. A. Henry, ]874 
70; M. D. McCabe, 1876 78; J. Griffith, 1878 88; 
H. E. Glidewell, present incumbent, elected in 
1888. 

Coroners : Jacob Peyatte, 1819 21; M. Cun 
ningham. 1821 23; A. McHenry, ]825 27; J. H. 
Caldwell, 1827 29; 'Villiam Atchinson, ] 1329 :-32; 
R. H. Calloway, 1832-33; F. A. 1Hc'Williams, 
]833 35; ,V. C. HOWE'll, 18:)3 30; D. Royster, 
1836-38; L. H. Elder, 1838--W; Hugh Brogan, 
11342 40; D. L. Lewis. 1846 48; C. Stont', ]1348 
52; S. O. W_ Lewis, 1852 50; J. D. Butler, 1850 
58; N. Ring, 185R 60; H. C. Brookin. 1860 62; 
John \Voolford, 18f)2 G-!; S. H. 'Yebb. 1806 Gt:); 
Henry Jacobi, 11368-72; J. Kirby, 1872 74; S. H. 
'Vebb, 1874-76; ,V. 'Yoolford, 1876-8~; Isaac 
Gilliam, 1882-8-1; J. B. Bond, present incumbent, 

fin;t elected in ] 138-4-, ana st'rved continuously since. 
~urveyors: Allen Martin, 1825 30; R. N 

Rowland, 1830 ;~2; A. L. Langham, ]8:12 30; J. 
Gould, 1CS;3H 30; R. N. How lond, 1836 38; G. 
Douglas, 1838 40; C. E. Moore, 1810 --1-2; S. H. 
'Yebb, 1842 46; William McInto<;h, 18406 32; S. 
H. 'Yebb, 1832-30; J. F. 'Yard, 1836 G7; G. W. 
Hardy, 1837 58; S. H. 'VE'ub, ]858 00; J. Jones, 
Jr., 11360 02; K. H. ,y illiford, 1860 08; L. S. 
Dunscomb, 18013 72; S. McCormick, 1872 74; T. 
H. Conway, 187-i 78; S. C. Martin, lS7S-80i L. 
S. Dunscomh, 1880 84; K. H. Williford, 1884
80; F. H. Conway, present incumbent. first elected 
in 1880. 

Assessors: J. S. Wolf, 18G8 74; L. E. Baker, 
from May, 1874; F. A. Sarasin, 187! 76; B. 
Bourland, 1876 78; J. Butler, 1878 80; B. Bald 
win, 11380 81; J. W. Bay, 1881 82; H. H. Rot
taken, 1882 84; U. Pemberton, present incum 
bent, first elected in 1884, and served continuously 
since. 

Circuit cuurt clerks: Prior to 1871 there was 
but one clerk for both the county and circuit 
courts, and he by virtue of his office waR also the 
county recorder. Since that time there has heen 
a separate clerk for the circuit court as follows: 
J. V. Fitch, 11371 72; 'Y. F. Blackwood, 1872-74,; 
Thomas H. -Walker, 1874--; Thomas 'V. New
ton. 1876 82; J. L. Bay, 1CS82 86; 'Y. "V. Field, 
present incumbent, first elected in 1886. 

Chancellors Pulaski chancery court: H. F. 
Fairchild, July 30, 1855; U. M. Rose, July 2, 
1860; L. Gregg, November 25, 1865; W. 1. War
rick, April 28. 1873; T. D. W. Yonley, February 
12, 1877; J. R. Eakin. November 6, 187--1- 78; 
D. ,Yo Carroll, November, 1878 80; D. ,V. Car
roll, appointed 18&fi, for four yean;. 

Clerks Pulaski chancery court: A. J. Smith, 
Gorden N. Peay. "'. H. Bevens, William Hunter, 
E. C. Bronough. D. P. Upham, A. R. 'Vitt, No 
vember 2, 187+, to 1876; J. 'Y. Calloway, October 
:31, 1876, to October, 1886; S. R. Brown, present 
incumbent, term from October, ]886, to 1800. 

Delegates in constitutional conventions: From 
January 4 to Jannary 13, 1836, Pulaski, White 
and Saline Connties, 'V. Cummins, A. Fowler and 

, 




PULASKI COUNTY. 

J. :lUcLean; from March 4: to 21, and 1\1ay 6 to 
Jun8 3, 1861, A. H. Garland, J. Stillwell:* from 
January -! to January 2:3, 156-1-, T. D. ,Yo YOIlley, 
E. Maynard, E. D. Ayers, F. A. Sarasin; from 
January 7 to February 18, 1868, James L. Hodges, 
James Hinds. Henry Redor, Thomas P. Jollll~on; 
from July 1-1- to October 31, 187-4:, J. F. Fagan,+ 
G. N. Perkins, Jesse Butler, S. ::\1. Barnes, Dan 
O' Sullivan (the latter chosen at special election to 
fill the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of 
-James F. Fagan). 

:lUembers of conncil and house of representa 
tives in Territorial legislatures: ,John McElmul'l'Y, 
council, Radford Ellis and T. H. Tyndall, house, 
in legislature held at the Post of Arkansas from 
February 7 to 24, 1820; Benjamin Murphy, coun 
cil, in legislatl1re held at Little Rock from Octo
ber 1 to 2-1, 1821; 1\lathers, council, A. H. Sevier, 
house, from October 6 to 31, 1823; A.. S. 'YalkE'l', 
council, A. H. Sevier, house, from October 3 
to November 3, 1825; Edward Hogan, council, 
A. H. Sevier, house. from October 1 to 31, ]827, 
and in spE'cial session from October 6 to 28, 1828; 
Charles Caldwell, counciL A. S. 'Yalker and 'Y. 
Rector, house. from October;) to November 21, 
1 S29; Charles Caldwell, council, S. 1\1. Rutherford 
and P. T. Crutchfield, housp, from October 3 to 
November 7, 1831; Allen 1\1artin. counciL S. 1\1. 
Rutherford and R. C. Byrd, house. from October 
7 to November 16. ]833. The dates given show 
at what times thE' legislature was in session. 

Senators in State legislature: Pulaski, '''hite 
and Saline Oounties, R. C. Byrd. 1886 40; Pu 
laski County only, R. C. Byrd, 184:0 44; T. ,Yo 
Newton. 1844-46; Pulaski and Perry Counties, T. 
,Yo Newton, 1846 48; Pulaski only, O. 'V. 'YiI 
son, 1848 50; Pulaski and Prail'ie Counties. 
Richard Fletcher. 1850 32: Pulaski. Prairie and 
PelTY, Richard Fletcher, 1852 3-:1; same counties. 
B. C. Totten. 1854-56: Pulaski and Prairie Coun 
ties, B. C. Totten. 1856 38; same counties. Fran 
cis A. Terry. 1838 62; same counties, Joseph 
StillwelL 1'362 6.t; same counties. Trnman Warner. 

*Returned elected, but declared not elected by resolu 
tion of the con vention. 

tHesigneu before taking hi.., seat. 

1864 ee; same ('ounties, R. S. Gantt, 1800 68; 
Pulaski and 'Yhite Counties, O. A. Hadley, 1868 
70; same counties, O. A. Hadley and 'Y. Riley. 
1870 72; same counties. John Goad and R. B. 
'Vhite, 1~72 7J; Pulaski and Perry. J. 1\1. Lough 
borough and W. H. BlackwelL 1874: 16; same 
counties, Samuel \Y. 'Villiams. rice J. 1\1. Lough 
borongh, deceased. and 'V. H. Blackwell, 18,6 78; 
same connties, \V. L. Terry and E. D. Boyd, 
18i8 82; same conilLies, L. L. Thompson and G. 
T. Holmes, 1882 86; Tenth senatorial district, * 
J. T. Jones and J. E. \Yilliams. 18B6 88, and 
holding over. 

Representatives: J. H. Cocke and R. C. Byrd, 
1836-3b; A. "T. Fowler and L. Gibson, 18;3'3-4:0: 
vVilliam Cummins, L. Gibson and C. P. Bartrand. 
18-10 42; John 'V. Cocke, P. T. Orutchfield and 
Jared C. Martin, 1842 i-1; C. P. Bertrand, A. 
Fowler and Frederick ,Yo Trapnall, 1844 +6; C. 
P. Bertrand, Richard Fletcher and Peter T. 
Crutchfield, 113i6 -lS; C. P. Bertrand and F. \Y. 
TrapnaU, 18-l8 30; D. \Y. Carroll and F. W. 
Trapnall, 1850 ;-)2; \V. E. At,hley and B. F. Dan
ley, 1852 34; H. 1\1. Rector and Joseph StillwelL 
1854, 56: L. Gibson and S. 'Y. ,rilliams, 1856
38; J. B. J ohnsoD and \Yilliam Q. ppnnington. 
1858 60; John T. Trigg and \Y. Q. Pennington, 
1860 62; ,Yo Q. Pennington and Thomas Fletcher. 
1862 6-1; 0 P. Snyder and S. L. Holman. 186J 
00; R. C. Newton and C. F. Fal'l'elly. 1866 68: 
Pulaski and \Vhite Counties. 1\1. W. Benjamin.t 
J. G. Price. A. L. Bush. Sol. 1\IillPr. F. 1\1. Uhris 
man and John Goad. 1868 70: same counties, C. 
A. -Whittemore, R. A. Howard. J. 'V. Pilkington 
and John Goad. 18'70-72; same counties. L. B. 
1\Iitchell, J. l\I. Gist. ,Yo 1. 'Yanick. N. Brown. J. 
B. Clopton and John N. )1urphy. 18'72 7 ..k same 
counties. ,Yo B. Carter, L. L. Thompson and J. 
1\1. Gist, 1814 i6; Pulaski only. R. A. Little. C. 
S. Collins, R C. ,raIl and H. ·Wildberger. 18/6 
77; ,Yo C. Ratcliff. 1\1. J. 1\1cHenry, Z. P. H. 
Fan and E. L. Maynard. 1~17 IS; ,Yo J. Murphy. 
E. L. :lUaynard. Isaac Gillam and :lUartin Sinnott. 

-~Composed of Pulaski and Perry Countie'>. 

tM. ,V. Benj amin appointed ~olici tor generaL suc· 

ceeded oy C. C. Ferrally. .. 
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1878 SO; ,V. E. Gray, B. D. Williams, ,V. 'Yar 
rick and OaHper Allenberg, 1RSO-82; J. rr. Jones, 
Charles Choniski, Granville Ryles and F. \Y. 
\Vhite, 1882 84,; Dan 0' Oonnor, J. T. Jones, J. 
'V. Vaughn and T. E. Gibson, 1884, S6; L. O. 
Balch, G. 'V. Granberry, 'V. A. Compton and P. 
Conrad, 18q6 88; C. T. Ooffman, 'William Nickf>ll, 
J. R. 'Valters and G. W. Granberry, present 
members. 

The act creating Pulaski County provided that 
the Governor should appoint three judges to COill 

pose the common pleas court for the county, and 
of this mention has already been made in connec 
tion with the organization of the county. This 
was a court create-d by the laws of Missouri Terri 
tory, and it had jurisdiction over all county and pro 
bate business, as well as over a good deal of busi 
ness which now belongs exclusively to the circuit 
court. The legislature of Arkansas Territory, hy 
an act approved October 2-1, 1821, provided that 
the Territory should be divided into two judicial 
districts, and that a judge should be appointed 
in each one, to preside over the eircuit court there 
of as established by the sallle act. The Second 
district was made to contain the counties of Craw· 
ford, PulaRki, Clark, Hempstead and Miller. The 
terms of the court were to commence in Pulaski on 
the first Mondays of March, July and Novpmber 
of each year. The act provided that this court 
should have jurisdiction of "all civil cases of $100 
and upwards, and in all criminal cases, excepting 
the punishment of which was capital, and in all 
other cases then exercir;ed hy the common pleas 
court. and concurrent jurindiction in chancery cases, 
and appellate jnristliction from decisions of the 
ju-.;tices of the peace." AmI by further provision 
of the act the court of common pleas was abolisilt'cl. 

This left the county with only one court which 
was to exercise jurisdiction over all business in 
general, with only the pxception above mentioned. 
until the county court was established by an act of 
the Territorial legislature, approved November li3, 
182~, by Gov. John Pope. This act established a 
county court in every county in the Territory, and 
gave it jurisdiction over all county and probate 

J' ___'_b_u_B_in_e_s_S__in__g__en__81_'a_l_.--T--h_e_c_0_t_lI'-t_w__a_s_c_o_m__p_o_~e_C_l_o_f 
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one judge only, and it was provided that the first 
judge shoulL1 be elected by the electoni of the 
county on the first Monday of January, ]8:)0, to 
hold his office for a term of two years. '* It was 
also provided that on husinef>s relating to roads and 
rf>venues. one justice of the p8ace from each civil 
township in the county should be entitled to sit on 
the bench with the judge, but on no other bur;ineRs. 
It was further provided that the clerk of the circuit 
court should also be clerk of the county court, and 
that the terms of the court should commence on 
the first Mondays of January, April, July and 
October of each year. A subsequent act of the 
legislature, approved November 7, 183], proviued 
for the establishment of county courts, to be com
posed by the justices of the peace of the county, 
and for the repeal of the act of lR2G. Following 
this, another act of the legislature, approved No 
vember 16,1 '333, repealed the act approved Novem
bel' 7, 1831, aud n:stored the act of 182U, by which 
the county court was first established with one 
judge only. 

After the State of Arkansan was admitted into 
the Union. the legislature thel'eof, by an act ap
proved November 7, 18Bn, provided that the county 
court should be composed of the several justires of 
the peace of tLe county, who should elect one of 
their number as presiJing judge thereof, to hold 
his office for two years, and to be judge also of the 
probate court. The act also provided that the 
judge and two jnsticpo of the peare, or of three of 
the latter in the absence of the judge, should con 
stitute a quorum for thp transaction of business, 
and that the terms should be held on the first 
Mondays of January, April, July and October of 
each year. Some subsequent changes have been 
made in the formation of the county courL It is 
now, and for Ulany years has been composed of a 
singlp judge elf'cted by the people. 

The proceedings pprtaining to probate IH1sinp~s 
since thp State was admitted into the Union, have 
been kept on separate records from the county 
business proper, am1 the probate court is separate 
from the county conit, but it is presided over by 
the same judge. The regular sessions of the 
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county comt begin on the first lUondays of J an
uary, April, July and October of each year, and 
of the probate court on thfl second 1\IondaYD of the 

same mouths. 
The til'::>t act of the legislature of the 8tate of 

Arkansas pertaining to circuit courts was approved 
November 7, 1CS:3B. It provided for the divibioll 
of the State mto judicial circuits, the appointment 
and election of judges, defined their duties, the 
jurisdiction of the court, etc. The law pertaining 
to this court has frequently been changed, and the 
State has frequently been redistricted into judicial 
circuits. Pulaski County now belongs to the Sixth 
district, compoDed of the counties of Lonoke, Pu 
laski, Van Burf'n, Faulkner and Cleburne. Hon. 
J. ,v. :l\Iartin, of Little Rock, is the present judge 
of the district. His term expires October 30, 18UO. 
R. J. Lee is the prosecnting attorney, and his term 
expires at the same date. The regular sessions of 
this court in Pulaski County begin on the second 
Monday in 1\1arch. and on the first :Monday in Oc
tober of each year. 

Pulaski Chancery Court was established by an 
act of tLe legislature, approved January 13, 1833, 
and has been in continued existence since. Its 
rf'gular sessions begin on the first Munilays of 
April and October of each year. 

In 1h;j() the legal bar of Pulaski County, or aD it 
might be said of the State capitaL as recently pub
lished by J. R. Homer Scott, a son of J ndge Andrew 
Scott of the first superior court of Arkansas Tel'· 
ritory, consisted of the following-named prominent 
attorneys: Chester Ashley, Daniel Ringo, David 
O. Rover, Ambrose H. Sevier, Charles Caldwell, 
\Yilliam Cummins, Robert Critb:mden, Samuel C. 
Roane, Bernard Smith and Judge Samuel S. Hall. 
These were all representative men of Arkansas, and 
nearly all had a 8tate, and a few had. a National rep 
utation. Chester Ashley came to Little Rock in 
1820, Ambrose H. Sevier in 1821. ,rilliam Oum 
lllins in 18240. According to Gen. Albert Pike. 
Robert Orittenden, Ohester Ashley, \Yilliam OUill
mings, Absalom Fowler and Daniel Ringo were 
the foremost members of the bar of Little Rock in 
1888. Other infhlPntial early members of the Lit
tle Rock bar, some of whom settled here prior to 
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1828, and some at a subsequent period, were 
Judge Benjamin Johnson and hit:! talented son, 
Robert 'V.; Samuel H. Hempstead; Albert Pike, 
who came in 1833; F. ,Yo TrapnaU and John ,Yo 
Cocke, both from Kentucky, in 1830; John J. 
Olenc1f'nnen, who came about the same time, and 
Ebenezer OUlllmins amI George O. "-atkins the 
latter two having setth,d early in the 20's whf'n 
very young men. ProminElnt among the later 
members was Pleasant Jordan, 'who came in the 
winter of ] 8402 40:3, and Elbert H. English, who 
came in 1884. 

The bar of Little Rock has always been an able 
one, numbering among its members some of the 
brightest legal lights of America, and it still main
tains its efficiency. Among the present membels 
are Samuel R. Allen, O. Altenberg, John O. Bar
row, Liberty Bartlett, George L. Basham, B. B. 
Battle, Blackwood &, ,rilliams, Caldwell Brad 
shaw, A. J. Carden, Oarroll & Pemberton, Caruth 
& Erb, John H. Cherry, E. O. Clark, Sol. T. 
Olark, .James Ooates, Caswell Coffman, Cohn & 
Cohn, Collins & Balch, F. VV. Compton, ,Yo A. 
Compton, A. G. Cunningham, Dodge & Johnson, 
P. C. Dooley, 'Villiam J. Du Val, C. C. Farrell, 
'Y. A. Files, H. L. Fletcher, F. 1\1. Fulk, T. E. 
Gibhon, Fa)T Hempstead, George R. Hughes, ,Yo 
H. Hyatt, Benj. J. Johnson, Francis Johnson, 
John B. Jones, JoneD & Martin, Eben 'Y. Kimball, 
Gilbert Knapp, Lee &, Trimble. John McOlure, 
Judge Joseph 'Y. :Mal'tin (now on the circuit court 
bench), C. B. 1\100re, J. ~I. JUoore, Elbert Oliver, 
Joseph Ogden, T. J. Oliphant. Bertrand Pope, 
Ratcliffe & Fletcher, Charles P. Redmund. U. 1\1. 
and G. 'Y. Rose, John ]n. Rose, George H. Sand
ers, G. ,Yo Shinn, ,Yo L. Terry, 'V. J. Terry, B. 
D. Turner, Jr. , Mark Yalentine, Frank 'Y. 
Vaughan. Albert ,Yassell, Samuel S. ,Ya5~ell, 

Samuel 'Y. 'Villiams, Charles O. 'Vaters. ,Yo A. 
Webber and ,Yilliam G. ",,'hippIe. Thp following 
are colored members: l\l. 'V. Gihbs, G. N. Pel' 
kins, C. T. Lindsey and Thomas P. Johnson. 

In consequence of there being 00 "roll of at
torneys ., at the office of the clerk of the Pulaski 

circuit court, there are undoubtedly 
here appear. 
other mem 

bt'l's of the bar whose llames do not 
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At the S~ptember election in 1888, James P. 
Eagl8, Democratic candidate for Governor, received 
in Pulaski County 2, RG~ votes, and C. ]\1. Norwood, 
the candidate of the Union Labor party and COlli

bineu 0ppoE>ition, 3,180 votes. rrhese are the re 
turns reported by the secretarY of State in his last 
biennial report. At thp same" election there were 
two tickets in the field for county officers the Dem 
ocratic and the Union Labor the latter being sup 
ported by the combined opposition to the former. 
From the best information available to the writer, 
A. F. Rice, Union Labor candidate for representa 
tive in the State legislature, received 4,717 votes, 
which was the highest number received by the four 
candidates on that ticket for the legislature, the 
other three receiving a less number, the lowest bp
ing J,04-8, and C. T. Coffman, Democratic candi 
date for representative in the legislature, received 
3,8J3 votes, which was the highest number received 
by the four calldidatps on that ticket for the legis 
lahu'e, the lowest being 3,723. It is presumed that 
the candidates on the Union Labor ticket received 
a Eke number of votes and like majorities at thp 
polls; but on the night of September 5, following 
the election, a burglary was committed on the vaulto 
of the county clerk's office, and the poll. books and 
ballots of nine townships within the county were 
stolen from the place therein where the) had been 
previously dE'popited. These townships were Badg 
ett, Big Rock, Campbell, Eastman, Eagle, Min 
eral, Pyeatt, Roland and Union, f'ach of which had 
polled a majority against the Democratic ticket. 
When the returns were coun ted by the propel' 
board, those of the nine townships named not he 
ing present. were" counted out, ., and the balance. 
when counted, gave each Democratic candidate on 
the county ticket a majority, and to them certifi 
cates of election were issued. 

On the convening of the legislature Messrs. 
A. F. Rice, E. J. Owen, H, Morehart and G. "T. 
r:rhompson, candi<iates for the legislature, can 
tested the seats of C. T. Coffman, William Nick
ell, J. R, Walter and G. W. Granberry, opposing 
candidates, to whom certificates of election had 
been issued. The legislature, upon invl?stigation 
of the matter, declared A. F. Rice and his asso 
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ciate canuidatl?s duly elected and entitled to their 
Reats Tbis, of cour'-le, unseated the Democratic 
candidates. The other canJidates for county ofE. 
ces, to whom certificates of election had been is 
sued, qualified and assumed the duties of the offi 
ces, and continue to hold them. 

Gov. Simon P. Hughes, on SE'ptember 13, 
1888, issued a prorlamation offering a reward o'f 
$200 for the arrest anu conviction of each person 
who participated in stealing the poll books and 
ballots, but up to September, ] ggg, no arrests had 
been made. 

At the presidential election in November, 1881:5, 
the several candidates received votes in Pulaski 
County as follows: Cleveland (Democrat), 2,873; 
Harrison (Republican), 4,4:4:0; Streeter (United 
Lahor), 24; Fiske (Prohibition), 15. 

Upon the approach of the Civil ,Yar, 1861-05, 
the United States Arsenal at Little Rock was 
in possession of a small force of Federal troops, 
commanded by Capt. James Totton, who, on Feb
ruary 8, ] 80L ill obedience to a demanu of Gov. 
Henry M, Rector, surrendered the arsenal and all 
property connected therewith to the State authori
ties. According to thE' terms of the surrender the 
captain was permitted to retire, unmolested, with 
his command from the State. Accordingly on the 
12th of the same month, after having given pos
Ression of the property. the captain and his com 
mand em barked on board the steamer Madora, for 
St. Louis, Mo. Notwithstanding this occurrence, 
there was still a strong sentiment of loyalty to the 
Federal Government, among the people of Pulaski, 
County, and when delegates were elected to the 
State Convention to be held in 1\Iarch, 18tH, they 
were elE'cted with the understanuing that they 
Rhould vote against the sece<;sion of the State. 
But after the war had actually begun, and Presi
dent Lincoln hau issued his proclamatjon, calling 
upon Arkansas for her quota of troops to assist in 
bringing the seceded States back into the Union, 
the sentiment changed, anll the people almost unan
imously preferred to cast their: lot with the pro 
posed Southern Confederacy, and did all in their 
power to help establish it. To tbis end several 
companies of soldiers were enlisted and Ol"ganized 
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within the county. and furnished the Confederate 
army. 

The first of these companies to take the field 
was that of Capt. \Yilliam JUartin, which was 
organized early in the snmmer of ] So], aIHl com 
posed a pal t of the First Arkansas Regiment. 
The second was the ., Capital Guards," an iIlde 
pendent company that had been Ol'ganized for some 
time before the war. This company, uuder com 
mand of Capt. Gordon N. Peay, joined the Sixth 
Arkansas Regiment. The same year another com
pany. commanded by Capt. James B. Johnson, 
was raised and joined the" Hywan Legion," and 
still another company (Cavalry) was raised and 
commanded by Capt. Ben. S. Danley. It joined 
an Arkansas regiment of cavalry. Also, early in 
the Sl1mmer of ISBl, Capt. ,V. E. \Yoodrnff or 
ganized an artillery company to assist the Confed
erates in l\1issouri. After the battle of Oak Hill 
(W ilson' s Creek), this company disbanded and was 
subsequently re organized. In March, lSB2, Capts. 
John 0' Brien and Francis A. Terry each raised a 
company of infantry. The former joined the Twen
ty-fifth Arkansas Regiment. About the same time 
Capt. \Villiam N. Parrish joined the Confederate 
army with a compan} partially raised in each of 
the counties of Pulaski and Saline. Other corn 
panies and parts of companies were also organized 
at Little Rock, but this being the capital of the 
State, it is to be presumed that the companies or
ganized here were recruited to some extent from 
adjoining counties. 

j 

Early in September, 186:-3, Gen. Fred Steele, 
commanding United States troops in Arkansas, ad 
vanced npon Little Rock Gen. Sterling Price was 
then in command of the Confederate forces at this 
place, but retired upon the approach of Steele's 
army, and the latter took possession of the city 
without resistance. On the 10th day of the month 
Brig. Gen. Davidson assumed command of the 
post. Gen. Steele then established his headquar 
tPl'S here, and from that time, until the close of the 
war and for a time thereafter. Little Rock remained 
in possession of and under the control of Federal 
troops. Flam the time that Capt. Totton delivered 
the arsenal at Little Rock to the State authorities 
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in February, 18(31, until Gen. Steele captured the 
place in September, ] 86:-3, it was in possession of 
the friemls and troops of the proposed Southern 
Confederacy; hence it escaped the alternate oc
cupancy of the contending armies that so many 
other cities were suujected to. 

It is said by citizens of Little Rock that Gen. 
Stt'ele. after taking possession of tht' city, did all in 
his power to ameliorate the sufferings of the citi 
zens, and by so doing won their highest esteem. even 
though their sympathies were not with his cause. 
His bitterest political enemies, including ex offi 
cel'S of the Confederate army. speak of him in the 
highest terms of respect, and the latter especially 
commend his skill as a military commander. It is 
propel' to say in this connection, that at other 
places where Gen. Steele was in immediate com
mand, the writer has heard the samE' encomiums 
pronounced upon him by the citizens for his kind 
ness to them and for his protection of their indi
vidual property. 

Pulaski County was somewhat overrun uy scout
ing parties who committed some depredations, but 
in this respect did not suffer as much as some other 
counties of the State. Provisions were hard to 
obtain, and on account of their scarcity the citizens 
suffered much until communication was opened up 
by the Federal army, and even then much suffer 
ing continued for a long time, for the want of 
means with which to purchase supplies. By ref
erence to the history of Little Rock appearing in 
this work, it will be seen how rapidly and how suc
cessfully the citizens thereof have recovered from 
the cruel effects of the war. 

Little Rock, the capital of Arkansas, and the 
county seat of Pulaski County, is situated on the 
south side of the Arkansas River, in latitude :3+ 
43' north, and longitude H2° 10' west from Green 
wieh, England. and is distant by rail from St. 
Louis. :345 miles; from Texarkana, 1.te5 miles; hom 
Fort Smith, 16-1 miles; and from Memphis, 1:33 
miles. 

Long before Little Hock had an existence as a 
tOWll or city, the French explorers of the Arkansas 
River discovered the point of rock at the foot of 

what is now Rock Street, and upon which the south t 
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enu of the lower bridgE' restR, and named it in 
their language ., La Petite Rochelle," whidl, 
translated, meanR ,. ThE' Little Rock," in contrC1dis
tinction with another much larger rocky promon 
tory on tUE' opposite of the l'iver, and two llliles 
higher up. La Petite Hoche1l8, as it was then 
called, formed a noteworthy landmark for boatmen 
on the rIver, as it was HlP first rock which they 
discoverell in ascendillg the stream from its month. 
Upon the arrival of the fhst American settlers, the 
name Little Rock was continued, but afterward, 
in 1821, the citizens, dislIking the name (it apply
ing only to a certain point) called a meeting, and 
resolved to change the name of the town to "Ark
opolis i" hut this new name was never adopted. 
It seems that the early proprietors of the town 
favore(l the original name, for the record shows 
that when they recordeu the first plat they were 
very emphatic in saying that the town should be 
, . forever known by the name of Little Rock." 

In 1818 there werf', as has been stated, only a 
few settler in the vicinity of Little Rock, and prior 
thereto no attempt had been made to found a town. 
Isaac 'Watkins, who arrived, as it is believed, in 
] 81S, erected a log cahin on the river bank, on the 
west side of what is now Main Strept, and opened 
a ' , tavern" therE'in. There were no stol'es in the 
town at that time but soon after Capt. Pitchel 
opened a little store, probably the first one, at the 
foot of 1\Iain Street. In a short time another one 
was opened at the wharf where the Pine Bluff 
Depot now stands. ,Yilliam ,Yait, alE-o, was one 
of the first merchants of the place. At this time, 
and for some time later, all transportation on the 
river was hy means of keel boats, which brought 
provisions from New Orleans and exchanged them 
for the commodities furnished by thp pioneer set
tlers, consisting mostly of peltry, wild honey, bees 
wax, hides, etc. It waR the custom of the early 
settlers to depend mostly upon hunting, and thE' 
revenue derived therefrom, for their living; conse 
cpwntly, much that might have been raised at home 
was purchased from the Rupplies that came up the 
river. Bacon, none of which wa"> raised here then, 
was 23 t.:ent:-;, sugar 50 centR, and coffee 1'5 cents 
per lb. Corn ranged from $1. 00 to $1. 30 per 

bUf:;hel, and as for wheat there was none, hut flour 
could he obtained at from $10.00 to $1(>.00 per 
harrf'l. 

In the fall of 1~21, after Little Rock had be 
COlll(l tbe ('apital of Arkan-;as Tenitory, and one 
ResRion of the legislature bad been lwld there, the 
proprietors of the original Mite, con -,isting of ,yill
iam Russell, Hf'nr} ,Yo Conway, Robert Critten 
den, W. Trimble, Hohert C. O(len, Thomas P. 
Eskridge and Joseph Harden, had it surveyed and 
laid out into bloch;, lots, streets and alleys. It 
was surveyed 011 an angle of SPVPll anu a half de 
grees east of nOl th, so as the bdter to accommo" 
date it to the conrse of thp l'iYer. Thf' original 
town contains 365 blocks. and tbe streets extend
ing back from the rivel' aTe named, beginning on 
the east: Commerce, Rock, Cumbpl'land, Scott, 
Main, Louisiana, Center, Spring, Broadway, Arch, 
Gaines, State, Izard, Chester, Ringo, Cross, Pu 
laski, Victory and Cove. The streets crossing 
tl;lese at right angles, and rnnning nearly parallel 
with the river, are Markham (or First), and from 
thence they are numbered respectively from two to 
eighteen inclusive. Many additions have since 
been laid out from time to time to accomodato the 
growth of the place, and there is now included 
within the corporate limits of the city neaTly all of 
Sections 2 and 3, about one half of Section J, a 
portion of Section 8, more than one half of Section 
9, the whole of Section 10, about one half of Sec 
tion ]], nearly one half of Section IJ, and five 
eights of Section 15, all in Township 1 north, 
Range 12 west, according to the Government sur 
vey of the public lands. 

Being situated UpOll a navigable river, and be
ing also the capital of an organized territory, and 
the shire town of a county, Littlf' Rock became 
settled and developed more rapidly than many othf'l' 
towns within the Territory, thongh its growth was 
not equal to that of more modern towns. In 1820 
the town is said to havp contained a popUlation of 
seven families. It was incorporated Oll October 
27, 1825. The charter contained a provision that 
no one person should be required to pay more 

than $20 annual tax. It was re incorporated by all t 
act of the legislature of the Tf'rritory. approved 
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Novembpl' 7, 1831. under the uame and style of 
.. The Mayor and Town Council of Little Rock. ,. 
The council conoisted of four memberc;, and the 
corporation was authorized to appoint such other 
officers as were deemed necessary. It was again 
incorpOTated, this time as a city, on N0\ ember 11, 
1835. ,y illiam F. Pope, a second con~in and ex pri 
vate secretary of Gov. John Pope. says that when 
hp came to Little Rock, in Ib3~, it contained six 
tpen small brick buildings, various log and framp 
houses, and had a population of from 1'00 to 800, 
and that the business was all located near the cross 
ing of Main and :lUarkham Streets. n. C. Byrd, 
:lUcLean &; Badgett, Jacob Rider, Emz~' 'Yilson 
and Dudley Mason were the mprchants of the place, 
and got their goocls only twice a year. Their trade 
extended seventy.five or eighty miles to the south, 
far to the southwest, and also far to the north and 
northeast, hut not so far in other directions, as 
trading posts by this tillle had been established at 
various places on the river both below and above 
Little Rock. Prices of good~ and commodities 
then ranged as follows: Domestics, bleached, from 
30 to 50 cents; domestics, unbleached. 25 cents; 
calico, 30 to 37 ~ cents; sugar, 15 cents; coffee, 23 
cents;' corn, 75 cents per bushel; cornmeal, $1 per 
bushel; flour, $10 to $12 per barrel; Irish potatoes. 
$1 per bushel; sweet potatoes and turnips, each ;)0 
cents per bushel; salt, $7 per barrel; iron 10 cents 
per pound, and beef, choice steaks, only;) cents per 
pound. Beef was the only cheap article, and it 
"Was very cheap, for the reason that it cost nothing 
to rai~e the cattle, and that there was only the 
home market for it, besides there was an abund 
ance of wild game, by whirh the settlers were so 
well supplied with meat that there was but little 
beef demanded. 

j 

In IS3G (according to J. R. Homer Scott, a son 
of J ndge Andrew Scott, one of the fil'~t judges of 
the 5uperior conrt of Arkansas Territory, '1,'ho came 
with his family to Arkansas Po~t in l\Iarch or April, 
1821, and to Little Rock in 1822) John :McClain 
was a merchant on Main Street. Jacob Rider was 
then selling goods on the CUrDel' of :Main anLl 
:Markham, where the German National Bank is 
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now located. On the opposite corner llorth, Byrd 
& Dugan sold dry goods. Across Main, east of 
them, whpre Gibson's drug store is now located, 
J ames Debaun sold goods. South of him, where 
now "tands the First National Bank, Emzy'Yilson 
sold goods, amI adjoining him Uharly Fisher had 
a confectionery store. On the east side of }}Iain. 
Ileal' the river bank, Georgp ,\V. Scott, then United. 
States l\Iar:-;haI. and Helll'.\ 'Y. Armstrong, form 
erly sheriff of the county, were selling good':> in 
partnership. Adjoining thelli on the sonth was 
the drug stOI e of Lee, Little and others. The 
same authority says that thp first hotel built in 
Little Rock was 011 the corner of Markham and 
Hcott Streets, and that it was kept by JUaj. Nicho
la~ Peay, who carne with his familr to Little Rock 
in 1\24 or 1 tl25. ¥ The next hotel was a brick 
honse bnilt by Hon. Chester Ashley, on the west 
~ide of l\Iain Street, opposite the drllg store 
of Lee, Little and others. Christian Brllmback 
kept a butcher shop on tLe corner of Fifth and 
:Main Streets, and ran a brickyard where now 
stands the fine residence of Judge Sam. ,\Y. ,\Yill 
iams on Center Street. Dudley D. Mason and 

Baker were hatters, and lived between Scott 
and Third on Louisiana. Samuel C. Roane's 
house, afterward the residence of Gov. John Pope, 
was on Second and Louisiana. lUI'. Scott also 
writes that the house in which Gov. John P. Eagle 
now resides, on the corner of Eighth and Cumber
land Streets, which was built and occupied by Rob 
ert Crittenden, was the first brick house erected 
in Little Rock. In this he is sustained by SOlUe 
surviving settlers, while others, especially Judge 
\Villiam F. Pope, who came to the town in 1832, 
amI S. H. Tucker, who came the following year, 
contend that the small portion of the latter' s re~i 
dence, consisting of brick, was the first bl'ick build 
ing erected in Little Rock. and. also. that two other 
small brick houses were erected prior to the Crit 
tenden house. 

The physicians of Little Rock. in 1~36, were 
Matthew Cunningham, ,Yilliam P. Rayburn, John 

* It is P!'eslll,lled t~lat haac ,Yatkins, who formerly 
kept tayern !u l.ll~ ('Ublll at the foot of :JIain ~t\'eet. ouly 
~ute]'tnllled llldlvHlllal~ a-; an a(,commodation, until the 
first hotel wa~ erected. 
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H. Cocke, Robert T. 'Vatkins, -- Richie, Bush· 
rod W. Lee, 'Y. Little, George Patton and J. R. 
Conway. 

, 'After the admission of the State into the 
Union, in 1836, the growth of the place was more 
rapid, though still greatly retarded by an exten 
sive and implacable litigation, which sprung up 
about conflicting titles to the land on which the 
place is situated. This damper on the prosperity 
of the town was only removed at the December 
term of the supreme court of the United States 
for the year 1867, when a quietus was finally put 
to a long and vexatious series of suits." [Ex
tract froilliDr. Cantrell's history. ] 

A very rapid growth of Little Rock continued 
from 1886 to 18-10; then, as a result of the general 
financial panic of 18:37, the breaking of the banki'l, 
and the depreciated value of Arkansas currency, 
which finally became worth only 43 cents on the 
dollar, business came to a standstill, and but little 
improvement was made, and but few added to the 
population for the next ten or twelve years. About 
the year 1853 the place began to prosper again, 
and continued to improve until the beginning of 
the Civil ,Yar, the town having acquired a popula
tion in 1860, according to the United States cen
sus repoTts, of 3,727. 

In 1836 the business was confined mostly to 
Markham and lVrain Streets. On tbe former it 
was located between YIain and Commerce Streets, 
and on l\:'fain it was located between the river and 
Second 8treet, with, perhaps; a little between 
Second and Third. Thf're were also some small 
business shops Oil Markham west of Main. There 
was then only onE' hotel proper, the "Anthony 
House." which stooel on the south side of Mark· 
ham, between Main and ~cott Streets, but there 
were several boarding houses. 1'he" Anthony 
House" was then kept by John Collins. There 
were a large number of genE'ral stores, four 
church edifices for the whites, the Episcopal, 
l\lethodist Episcopal, South, Presbyterian and 
Roman Catholic. and one for the colored people. 
There were also two schools, one taught by l\loses 
Eastman, and the other by the Sisters of Mercy. 
TId' th· r were then in nse the 
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one being at the foot of Main, and the other at the 
foot of Commerce Street. At the heginning of 
the Civil ,Yar, business hecame again suspencled, 
and so remained through the war period and fOl' 
some years thereafter. 

John R. ,VheITY. who came to thiR place in 
1H59, say" there were no J?olicemen nor night 
watchmen in the <'ity then. People slept with 
doors and windows open. There was no ice here 
then for Rumiller consumption, and there was only 
one bakery in the town, and that was kept by an 
old Irishman named Moore. and dubbed by his en 
thusiastic friends as "Rory 0'1\100re." From 
1835 to the heginning of the Civil ,Yar, the block 
now bounded by Sherman, Commerce, Third and 
Fourth Streets was known as the" Dutch Garden," 
and bore the same relation to Little Rock for 
pleasure that" Over the Rhine" <lid to Oincin 
nati, Ohio. It was a favOl'ite resort for everybod}, 
and no stranger had ,. seen the elephant" unless 
he had taken in the "Dutch Garden." 

In 1872 Dr. ·W. A. Cantrell, in writing np a 
brief. but valuable. history of Little Rock, after 
referring to the decision of the supreme court of 
the United States, Tendered in 1867, putting a 
quietus to the contention that had long existed 
about the title to real estate of the city, said: 
" Since then town lots have been bought and sold, 
propeTty has changed hands. handsome residences 
and substantial business houses have been erected, 
and to the east, west and south the city is rapidly 
spreading out in uninterrupted growth and grace
fnl embellishments. The war, which has desolated 
so many fair cities in the South and West, seems 
here mercifully to have stayed its insatiatE' hand, 
and rather to have developed all the latAnt strength 
and beauty which had hitherto slumbered in indo 
lence and apathy. Large pToperty holders have 
be8n compelled, by pecuniary needs, to relinquish 
block~ of town lots, before lying vacant, to enter 
prising purchasers, who are filling up the voids 
with inviting homes and throwing new and vigor 
ons impulses into the marts of business." 

The business has since continued to improve, 
but the most rapid improvement has been made 
since 1880. The city has widened out, extending 

t 
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to the east, south and southwest, covering a very 
extensive area, anu its population is now estimated 
at from 30,000 to 30,000. Farther on wm be 
mentioned in uf:'tail its various institutions, depart 
ments of business. public works, t'tc. 

Tht' government of the city consists of a mayor, 
board of common council. city attorney, city clerk, 
police judge, police force and other proper offi
cers. Following is a li<;t of the names of the may
ors of the city. with their term or terms of service 
from 1830 to the present writing (August, 1889): 
Jesse Brown, 1830--W; S. H. \Yebb, 18·tO 42; 
John'Vidgery. 1842; Samuel G. Trowbridge, elect
ed vice 'Yidgery resigned JUay 24, 1842; Thomas 
S. Arnold, elected l'iee Trowbridge resigned J an
nary 4, 1843: Eli Colby, elected t'ice Reynolds re 
signed September 12, 1843; 'Vil1iam Brown, Sr., 
] 844 45; Lambert J. Reardon, 184:5-47; R. L. 
Dodge, 184'1 48; S. H. Webb, ]8-18 49; Roswell 
Beebe, elected eice'Vebb resigned April 19, 18..t-9; 
D. J. Baldwin, elected dee Beebe resigned Febru 
ary 13, ]850; John E. Knight, 1831 52; A. J. 
Hutt, 1832 54; Thomas D. l\Ierrick, 1834-53; C. P. 
Bertrand, 1855 G7; ,Yo E. Ashley, 1b37 5g; Gor
don N. Peay, 1859 01; William E. Ashley, 1801 
to Federal occnpation September 10, l8B3; J. J. 
l\IcAlmont, 1806 6,; J. "V. Hopkins, ISo, 08; 
J oLn 'Yassell, military appointment, 1868 09; A. 
K. Hartman, 1869, ~mspended JailUa:cy, 1870; J. 
G. Botsford, elected by council to fill vacancy; 
Robert T. Catterson, 18,1 1:3; Fredel'ick Kramer, 
187:3 73 ; John G. Fletcher. 1875 81; Frederick 
Kramer, 1881 86; '.V. G. Whipple, present incum
bent. elected in 188ft 

Following is the official debt statement of Little 
Rock, for 1888, as presented by the city clerk: 

CITY CLERK'S OFFICE, LITTLE ROCK, ARIC , 

January 2S. 18S!)' 
To tlie Honol'!lulf' JrIayol' and A Tdfl'olel1 , City of Little Rock.' 

GENTLE)'IEN-I 5ubmit the following' debt statement for 
the year 1888: 
6 20 Bonds, issue of 1875 ....... $117,038 38 
6-20 Bonds, is~ue of 1877... " . . . 9,002 fHJ 

6 20 Bonds, issue of 1879. " .... 41,239 13-$167,300 10 

Interest from .January. 1<388, to 
February 1, 1889. .. . . .. .. . . . 5,85.) 1)0 .'5,853 :)0 

Judgments in rnitedRtates Cir 
cuit Court..... . . .. . . .. .. . .. 28,7S4 71 

24 
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Interest to February 1, ]889..... 
Judgments in Pula~ki Circuit 

Court ., .................. . 
Interest to February 1. 1886.... . 
,Yarrants payable in 1889 ...... . 
Warrant payable in 1889, Electric 
·Warrant payable in 1890, Huse .. 
,Yarrant payable in 1890, Eledric 
"'arrant payable in 1891, Electric 
,Yarrant payable in 1892, Electric' 
Open Ledger accounts ... " ..... 
Accounts and claims incurred in 

1888 ...................... . 


Less amount ill hands of Treas 
urer, December 31. 1888 ..... 

Total amount of indebtedness. 

Rel'pectfully suhmitted, 

$7,9~7 71 $36,712 42 

15,299 93 
4,.3.5 97 20,033 90 

10,916 20 
6,000 00 16,916 20 

530 00 530 00 
.).000 00 
5,000 00 
5.000 00 1.5,000 00 
8,445 13 8,445 13 

16,864 73 16,864 73 

$'287,659 98 

0,448 11 

$2R4,211 87 

H. C. JONES, City Clerk. 

Examined and approved: 


C. T. W ALEER, I 
G. 1\1. D. CANTRELL, \- Finance Committee. 
ALBERT WASSELL, 

Since the above statement was published, eel' 
tain bonds have been refunded at a less rate per 
cent, and others have been paid and the bonded 
indebtedness reduced at this date, September, ] 88g, 
to about $152,000. For a city of its magnitude 
and wealth the public indebtedness of Little Rock 
is small. 

There is nothing more uncertain and unreliable 
than estimated populations. In the absence of reo 
liH ble data, it is as natural for the ci tizens of a 
town or city to overestimate their population as it 
is for water to run down hill. Fl'om a number of 
Burviving old citizens of Little Rock, there have 
been obtained estimates of its population at vari
ons times in the past, and the figures given are 
both amnsing and confusing. The place has been 
considered to have had a population of 8,000 at 
one time during the 50's, and 0,000 in 1800, and 
equally as erroneous figures for other dates have 
been given. The United States census reports 

indicate the popu1ation of Little Rock, at the dates 
shown, to have been as follows: 1830, white, 1,021, 
slaves, 525. free colored, 21, total, 2,16,; 1800, 
white, 2,874, slaves, 846, free colored, 7, total, 
3,7~7; 1870, white. 7,101, colored, all free now, 

3,274, total, 12,373; 1880, total white and colored, t 
13,138. 

~-------~.. 
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Thi~ demonstrates an increase trom 1 b70 to 
1880 ot only 758, which is obviou~ly erroneous. 
It is claimed by good citizens of the city t hat in 
1880 the CE'n~us was carelessly enU1ll8l'att'll, that 
the people of entire blocks were omitted) that dur
ing the 70' s, with the exception of about two 
year1S, consequent upon the financial panic of 1'-S'J2 
and 1873, thE' city had a gradual and liheral in 
crease in its population, aUl1 that in 18'-lO it 'wac; 
much larger than shown by the cenb:.US reports. 
The popUlation of tile city is now carefully esti 
mated to be between 30,000 and 3G,000. This 
may 8e8m startling, but it i'3 believed that the 
United States census for 1CSHO will show that it is 
not an overestimate. The citizen"! will endeavor 
to have the enumeration for the forthcoming cen
sus made full and complete. Following 1~80, the 
city has grown much more rapidly than at any 
time prior thel'eto, but its most rapid growth has 
been during the last four years. Its growth is not 
the result of a " boom." but it is substantial and 
healthy. The natural advantages and great re
sources of the place are becoming known, and 
manufacturing eAta1Jlishments, business houses 
anel dwellings are being constructed at a l'apid 
rate. Business is flourishing. 

The public works of Little Rock are worthy of 
careful attention. The city is supplied with a 
complete telephone system with wires extending 
to all its parts, and " , Hello' is f>ounded into the 
metallic ear of 700 telephones." It is also brought 
into clORe ronIl8ction with the outer world by the 
numerous telegraph lines passing through 01' cen 
tering here. Twelve miles of street railway, with 
horses or mules as motive power, an~ operated in 
(he city, besides three miles of the dummy line 
owned and ol-,erated by the City Elpctric Street 
Railway Company, which was organized in De
cember, 1887, with Howard AdamR, plesident; 1\:1. 
,\Y. Benjamin, seCl'etary, and John B. J OIles, 
treasurer. It was the intention of this company 
to nse electric power, but as the chartE'r gave them 
the right to use steam motors, they concluded to 
USE' the latter temporarily until the de, elopment of 
some more batisfactory powE'r. The line was built 
from the heart of the city, corner SeroIlc1 and 
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Louisiana Streets. and rnns altt>l'nately to the west 
and south to m'w auditions in the suhurbs of the 
city. The rOall waR compl€'ted, eqLlipped and be 
gan to be operated July -t, ISb8. Two trains, each 
conp,isting of a "dummy" locomotive, with one or 
two carp, as occasion requires, are used on the road, 
and each OIle makes th~ l'Guud trip in an honl', the 
two meetiLlg lllidway on the line. It is the iuten
Eon of the company to extend their lines, if pORsi 
ble, to embrace the whole city. 

The city is supplied with a good s) stem of 
water- works, originally constructed by 1\Ir. Zeb 
Ward, but now owned by the HomE' '\Yater Works 
Company. About two miles above the city the water 
is pumped from the Arkansas River, by steam 
power, into reservoirs located on a mountain 247 
feet above the city. Tilere are two reservoirs ad
joining, being separated only by a wall, the one 
being somewhat higher than the other. The water 
is first pumped into the more elevated reservoir, 
where it settles and :5.1tel'S into the other from 
whence it is cOIlClucted through "mains" and 
pipes to all parts of the city. These works were 
first operated in May, 1887. The mains and 
pipes are confJtantly being extended to meet the 
demands of the gl'owing city. The high eleva
tion of the reservoirs gives sufficient pressure to 
throw the water above the highest buildinge in the 
city, and the Bupply being abundant, the fire de· 
partment is well supplied with the element that 
extinguishes fire. It is claimed that the water 
sY5tem of Little Rock is the most complete to be 
found in the 80uth, and for purity the water is 
unexcelled. The city is also supplied with a good 
sewerage system and an ample fiTe department, 
and the streets are being paved with granite taken 
from the extensive quarries only a mile and a half 
distant. 

The Little Rock Gaslight Company was organ 
ized in 185G, by J. L. Stmther. It was reOl'gan
ized auout December, 1879, and the works bought 
by St. Louis parties. John W. Harrison was made 
president and Lewis Hoster secretary. It re 
mained thus until, upon fOl'E'c1osnre of its bonds, 
it was bought in by its successor, the Pulaski Gas 

light Oompany, Decembe" 11, 1870. III Janua,,)', _ t 
-'~F 
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J882, John D. Adams was eleeted pIesident and 
Dean Adams secretary. In 1"S~H JUl'. Charles F. 
Penzel was ~lected treasnrer. Theoe are the pres 
ent officers. The company had gas for illuminat 
ing purposes only, until the Little Bock Electric 
Light Company was organized in ] 88(), with R. A. 
Edgerton president. In March, ]887, the latter 
company bought a controlling interest in the works 
of the former. At that time only about sixty arc 
lights were in use, and the works were located in 
rented buildings. The present officers are J am8S 
A. Fonps, president, Dean Adams, secretary and 
manager. They have since erected a two story 
building, 60x73 feet in size, replaced the old ma
chinery with new, and greatly increased the power, 
and have now] 10 arc lights and 1,300 incandes· 
cent lights. The company has recently added the 
Springer process of manufacturing water gas, with 
a capacity to furuish 250,000 feet per day. The 
improvements made in 1~89 for both gas and elec 
tric light aggregate $30,000. The gas mains meas 
ure about eighteen miles in length. 

In addition to the foregoing, the city of Little 
Rock has an electric light plant, which was put 
into operation September ], 18~8. It now con
sist" of the plant proper, ] 11 lights and five towers, 
covering several times the area of the old gas sys 
tern. At this writing it has been in use one year, 
and has cost the city between $6,000 and $7,000, 
which is only a little over half of what it formerly 
cost peT annum for lighting the streets. Of course 
this does not include the cost of the plant. 

An incandescent light plant is also owned and 
operated by Messrs. Hornibrook and Townsend 
and Mrs. Angelo Marre. Little Rock is supplied 
with from ten to twelve miles of street milway, by 
the Street Railway Company. The Little Rock 
Board of Trade, a large corporation of business 
men, has erected for its use, and nmy occupies, a 
large and commodious brick building on the corner 
of Second and Scott Streets. 

The United States an,enal grounds, consisting 
of thirty six acres, lie in the southeastern part of 
the city, and were purchased in 183G from Hawk
ins, :McLean & Blodgett. at $] 00 per acre, by Rich 
ard B. Lee, acting ordnance officpr of United States 

,... 

artillery. Two ypars later Lieut. John T. Lee, of 
the ordnance corp'>, was assigned to duty here, 
and at once began inclosing the grounds and 
erecting suitable buildings. "Five large brick 
buildings, consisting of an armory, commanding 
officers' quarters, a barrack for one company, ord
nance storerooms and workshops, quartermaster's 
and commissary's storerooms, were built under 
hjs supervision, also a magazine, brick stables 
and outhouses. Lieut. Lee was relieved in 1842 
by David Butler, ordnance department, who con
tinued to beautify the grounds by transplanting 
forest trees and shrubbery, and by grading walks 
and drives, until 1849, when he was relieved by 
Capt. J awes Morgan, who, in turn, was succeeded 
by Lieut. C. P. Kingsbury, ordnance corps, Sep 
tember 1, 1851. Lieut. Kingsbury was relieved 
July 22, 1853, by Capt. A. B. Dyer, who was 
oucceeded by the military storekeeper, T. C. Hum
phreys, ordnance department, June 8, 1855. He 
continued in charge until February 19, 1858, when 
Military Storekeeper W. R. Andrews, ordnance 
department, relieved him of duty. Andrews con
tinued in charge until the day of his death, August 
30, 185~. :MiIitary Storekeeper Richard Fatherly, 
ordnance corps, took charge and continued on duty 
until relieved, December. 1860, by Capt. James Tot
ten, Second Artillery, who, with his company, had 
been ordered to this post to winter, in consequence 
of drouth and scarcity of provisions at Fort Smith." 

The post was continuously occupied as a mili 
tary Eltation until the \Yar of the Rebellion. On 
February 18, 1861, it was evacuated, and the Gov
ernor of Arkansas, with his militia, took charge of 
and held it until it was retaken by the United States 
forces, which were under command of ThIaj. -Gen. 
Steele, on September 10, 1863. The commanders 
of the post since that date have been so numerous 
that space will not admit of the mention of all of 
their names, the command having changed hands, 
some years, nearly every month. At this writing 
Capt. John S. Bishop, of the Thirteenth United 
States Infantry, is in command, alld to him ac 
knowledgment is due for valuable information 
pertaining to the arsElnal. 

The buildings on the arsenal grounds ar~~ 
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follows: Post guard houtlf' at front gate on the 
north; headquarters at west gate, officers' quartf'rR 
and commanding officers' qnarten;, largp hrick 
houses in tlw center; post hospital at east gatE', 
dead house near hy; non commi~siolled htafi qual' 
tel's. several buildings; blacksmith shop and car 
penter shop, married soldiers' quarters. magazine, 
acting assistant qnartermastE'l"' s and acting assist 
ant commissary of subsistencE'. officE'S, stores, and 
prison room, company bal'1'acks, officers' quarters, 
mess room antI kitchE'n, tailor shop, saddler shop 
stables. post bakery and new post guard room. 
ThE' grounds are laid ont with drives and walks, 
and arE' beantifully ornamented with grass lawns, 
flower gardens, shrubs antI shade trees, and are kept 
in perfect order. 

The following extracts from the pen of M. \V. 
l\Ianville, the able secl'etary of the Pulaski County 
Immigration Bureau, shows the advantages of Lit 
tle Rock, pertaining to education. taxation, health, 
climate, etc.: ThE' Arkansas University, St. John's 
(l\Iasonic) Oollege, Female College, Medical Col
lege, Philander Smith College, St. M317' s (Oatho
lic) Academy, and Little Rock Business Institute, 
afford every facility for a liberal training, and ena 
ble every parent to beqneath to the nation that 
greatest of all legacies, an educated family. The 
hotels are nnmerons, commodious and reasonable. 
Appropriate State buildings for a commonwealth 
are 10catNl here. Intimately associated with this 
summaI'y of conveniencies is the question of their 
cost. The constitution prohibits a tax }wyond 5 
mills for general purposes. By consent of prop 
erty owners, even for local improvements, only 10 
mills can be imposed. One mill is ample to pro 
vide a sinking fund to speedily wipe out the sHlall 
bonded indebtednesR. A subject of wise concern 
is the healthfulness of a locality selected as a per 
manent home. Litt1!" Rock is the mOl'lt healthful 
city in thp Union. This is a hroad contention that 
we do not ahk to be accepted on as'3prtion, hut ap
peal to the rE'corc1. From tbp surgeon general's 
report, madp July 23, 18C,7, showing the death rate 
per ],000 per annum. in the largest city in each 
State at which troops were stationed, is given as 

~"_ ~o~ow" }jo~ton, 18; New Haven, 22; Newark, 26; 

New York, 2~); Philadelphia, 20; Norfolk. 4.8; 'ViI 
mington, 4G; Ohar1p~ton, 4-1:; Atlanta, ;:31; J ackf,on 
ville, 17; l\IohiI0, 4.2; Natchez, 30; New OrleanR, 25; 
Little Rock, 11. \Vho will di~pute the verdict of 
disinterested medical statistics l Nor is the reason 
for thiR favorable exhibit far to seek. Conforma
tion to the highest health contIitions are found in 
the city'R site. Starting at an elevation of sixty 
fE't't above the Arkansas River, by gentle ascpnt, 
it reaches 211 feet within the corporatE' limits; 
adding to tbis our 281':S feet above tht' sea level, our 
claim iR strengthened. Again. Little Rock is cres 
cE'nted by mountaintl, with the horns toward the 
southeast. The configuration is such that the 
fierce, keen, biting winds, that sweep thp treeless 
plaim; to the north and west, are shoTn of their 
tenors before they rpach this point. Yellow fpver 
haB never attacked a citizen, and stricken ones from 
other localities find in OUI' bracing air the restora· 
tion of hope and health. The temperature does not 
inte-rfere, in any degree, with work in the open 
air; is not enervating in its influence. and casE'S of 
sunstroke are unknown. Summarizing, it may be 
said that in any pad of the year, days too hot or 
too cold for those engaged in ordinary outdoor 
avocations are rare. The nights are uniformly 
cool, even before sunset; on our warmest summer 
days, the rarefied air begins to rise, and the cool, 
purer, heavier air from the mountains sets in 
toward Little Rock. The blenning of these high 
1y favorable hygienic conditions makes Little Rock 
a favorablE' residential city. 

Again we fortify our aflsertionR by the report 
of United States Signal Officer ,Yo U. Simons: 
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,Ve challenge the whole west to produce a point 
where, taking all things into consiueration, a home
seeker can find conuitions equally favorable. and 
where he can make a decision that he will be more 
certain to rejoice over in the future. Living is 
cheap. The trade and commerce of Little Rock 
assumed the grand total of $18, 000, 000 last year. 
Building trade is brisk and aL'rhitects busy, real 
estate steadily advancing frpf' from excitement. and 
sold on its merits. The snbstantial immigration 
coming in is welcome. 

According to J. R. Homer t)cott, among the 
first persons buried in Little Rock were two or 
three children of Robert Crittenuen, and two cous
ins of Mr. Scott. the latter being l\irs. Samuel l\1. 
Ruth8rford and 1\Irs. Robert 1\1. French, formerly 
Elizabeth ani!. Sally Parr. The spot of ground 
where they were buried was near Robert Critten
uen's house, now the residence of Gov. John T. 
Eagle, on the corner of Eighth and Cumberland 
Streets, and was then covered with small black 
oak timber. The remains of a few other persons 
were also buried there. In August, ]885, when 
an excavation was made for improvement at the 
State house, three graves were openei!.. containing 
the remains of as many individual persons. The 
question then arose as to whose remains they were, 
and from the answers given by different surviving 
early settlers, the conclusion was reached that they 
were probably the remains of Gen. Edmund Hogan, 
wife and son. 

During the growth of Little Rock the following 
cemeteries have been establisheu and maintained 
for the burial of the dead: l\Iount Holly Cemetery, 
situated between Eleventh and Thirteenth, and 
Broadway and Gaines Streets; Calvary Cemetery 
(Roman Catholic). situated on the Hot Springs 
road, two miles southeast of the State honse; He
brew Cemetery and Oakland Cemetery, situated 
and adjoining each other in the southeastern part 
of the city, and the National Cemetery, situated on 
the Pine Bluff Road, two and one half miles south 
east of the State house. 

The city contains four public pal'ks, named and 
located as follows: Alexander. southeast corner 
l\Iain and Seventeenth Streets; Deuell Louisiana. 

between Seventeenth and Eighteenth; \\" est End, 
west end of Fourteenth; 1\Ionntain, situated on 
Big Rock. two miles above the city and on the 
oppo~ite side of the river, consi~ts of about 100 
acres. on a promontory 200 feet above the river 
level. A large hotel overlooking the river and 
surrounding country has Leen erected in this park, 
from the observatory of which the peaks of the 
Maumelles an(l other mountains can be seen at 
great distances, and a bird's eye vipw of the city 
is obtained. 

" Homantic and wild are proud Scotia's mountains, 
And fair are tue plains of Imperial France, 

And Grenada may tell of ller groyes and her fountains, 
And mingle tlle mirth of the song and the dance; 

The climes of the East may exhibit their treasures, 
Their palm trees may bloom an(l tlH·ir waters may fall, 

And mmic may wake to enliven their plea'lues, 
But there is one spot which is dearer than all, 

'Ti.ytTn lundthl1,t le£ live in, tltel{(lId that ll'elive ill!" 

The following promiscuous facts pertaining to 
the Arkansas River and its navigation have been 
compiled from various sources: In the latter part 
of December, 1821. the stream was frozen over at 
Little Rock for about a week. It was again frozen 
across at the same place January 30, lS3-1; sub 
sequently. in December. 18;);). it was frozen over. 
and again and the last time. early in January. 
1864. January 1, 1864-. will long be remembered 
throughout the country, and especially by the sol 
diers of both armies of the Civil War then in 
progress. as "the cold New Year' s. ' . 

On June 10, 1822, the riYer was higher at Lit
tle Rock than at any time following 1814, and on 
March 28, 1825. it rose to a point only six inches 
below the high water lllark of 1822. In 1\Iay. 1 S2G. 
it rose eight inches bigher than ever before known. 
anel on June 19, 1833, it rose to a point two feet 
six inches higher than in the memory of the oldest 
inbabitants. That year the cholera raged at differ 
ent points along the river. In 1~ ..W the river rose 
to within fiye and a half feet of the high water mark 
of 1833. Great ri<;es in the river have frequently 
occurred since 18-:1:.0, hut usua1ly without doing 
severe damage. As heretofore stated. high water 
mark of the river at Little Rock Teaches to a point I 
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two feet below the top of the masonry of the draw-
pier of the lower railroad bridge. 

In I8H) the United States expedition, uIlder 
Maj. S. H. Long, passed up the Arkamms River on 
its way to the Rocky Mountains. On March 31, 
1820, the steamer Cornet, in charge of Capt. Byrne, 
arrived at Arkansas Post from New Orleans, ueing 
the first steamer to enter this river. On March 
lu, 1822, the steamer Eaglp, Oapt. Morris, arrived 
at Little Rock, seventeen days from New Orleaml, 
the first steamboat to reach this point. She pro 
ceeded up the river to within twelve miles of 
Dwight Mission, then in the Cherokee Nation. 
'fhis mission was located on or near the Ohero 
kee Reservation in what is now Pope Oounty, 
Ark. On April 9, 1822;, the steamer Robert 
Thompson, Capt. Dohrman, arrived at Little 
Rock and proceeded up to Fort Smith, being the 
first steamboat to reach that point. On Feb
ruary 18, 183-1:, the Archimede"l anived, being the 
fin-t'snag"boat to reach Little Rock. November 
17, J8H5, the famous David Crockett passed 
thr, ugh Little Rock on his way to Texas to join 
the patriot army. 

Little Rock is situated at the head of deep
water navigation, but for large vessels the river has 
never been Ilavigable at all seasons of the year. 
Old river boatmen say that before the railroads 
rame it was the cnstom for merchants along thp 
river to send their orders for goods with the steam
boat captains to Cincinnati, St. Louis, Memphis or 
other points; and freguently on their return, after 
passing Little Rock, they would have to " lay up " 
and wait for a rise of the river, which sometimes 
would come in a few days awl sometimes not until 
weeks or even months had passed away. The river 
is a great advantage in shipping heavy commodi
ties to and from Little Rock, and especially is it a 
benefit to the city in controlling the tariff charges 
for shipping on the railroad lines. 

Heavy storms or tornadoes are reported to have 
passed over Little Rock on the following dates: 
May 13, 1822; May 31, 1830; l\lay 9, 1837, and 
June 6, 1840, none of recent dates. 

j 

In the Arkansas State Register, of August 17, 
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a well written account of the financial interests of 
this locality appeared, which is bere reproduced as 
a matter of important consideration: 

The commercial prosperity of a community 
may be more readily determined by an pxamination 
of the condition of its monetary institutions than, 
possibly, by any other means; and, as tbe several 
banking houses of Little Rock have made such re 
markable progress within the past few years, it 
affords The Register much pleasure to refer to 
them as they were, and as they are, with their 
solid foundations and constantly increasing busi
ness. 

That the banking interests of Little Rock have 
assumed vast proportions within a recent period 
will readily be understood when we consider that 
for many years two banks, with moderate capital, 
transacted the business of the city, which now re 
quirf'8 threp National, one State and two private 
banks, with an aggregate capital of almost Olle 
and one half million dollars. The banking busi
ness, so far from ueing overdone in Little Rock, 
offers an excellent fiel(l to the capitalist. Rates are 
moderate and losses small. -While the banks are 
accommodating, they are also conservative. They 
are conducted upon the broad principle that low 
rates of interest on good commercial paper is bet 
tel' for all parties interested than pxtortionate in 
terest and great risks. 

The First National BaIlk is the present United 
States depository. No history of the city, or even 
the State, would be complete without a mention of 
this prosperous financial institution. It is the old 
est incorporated bank and the first national bank 
eRtablished in the city, having ueen organized as 
the Merchants' National Bank in 18Bn, with a capi
tal stock of $100,000, which was increased to 
$] 50,000 in July of the same year, and in ~epte-lll
ber, 1882, the stock was further increased to 
$250,000, and it now has a snrplus fund of $6G,000, 
besides itR elegaIJt banking house on the corner of 
Main and Markham. 

This bank first occupied a rented frame build
ing. It has not only grown with the growth of the 

community, hut is now well-established in its own 
building, the most handsome bank building in the 

t 
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State, with every inch of its "pace llHtde available The German Savings Bank, incorporated un 
and most conveniently arranged for the trammction del' State laws, began business April 16, ]878, with 
of its immense business. a capital of $30.000. Mr. Charles F, Penzf'l was 

No other corporation in the State has 0xce110d president and Mr. Creed T. ·Walker cashier, the 
this bank in aiding the advancement and lllaterial stockholders compri:::;ing most of the solid bu::,iness 
growth of thA community. Its strong helping men of that period in the city. In this first period 
band has ever been ready to advance every enter of its history deposit:.. ran from $73,000 to $] GO,
prise needing and deserving encouragement. Yet 000, After nearly five years' business under tbis 
with all this praiseworthy liberality it has been style, the charter was amended, changing tbe name 
most carefully and judiciously managed. rrhe to the German Bank, and increasing the capital 
sworn statements of the banks published in onr stock to $7;), 000, the same efficient officers re 
midst show that the First National Bank has the maining at its head. Deposits at this time ran 
largest available resources of any banking institn- from $130,000 to $200,000. On September 1, 
tion in the State. 1882, the capital stuck was increased to $~50, 000, 

The board of directors embraces the very best and was all paid in by February following. De
financiers in the State. Col. Logan H. Root'S, its posits immediately increased to $44,000, and 
president, is a synonym of success. ,Yilliam B. steadily grew for two years. when the figures had 
Wait, the vice-president, has been a prudent and risen to $()2G,000. During this latter period, or 
honorable business man in the community for more from January, 18'3B, to January, 1885, JUr. Daniel 
than fifty years, while N. Kupferle, the second vice- G. Fones was president of the bank. The dE> 
president, is a careful business man, who ha'3 mands of his private business became so pressing 
amassed a handsome fortune in various branches of that in pT anuaI'y, 1883, 1\11'. Fones l'etired and was 
business. The polite and affable cashier, Maj. P. succeeded by Col. John G. Fletcher, who bas sincE' 
IL Roots, is thoroughly conversant with the bank continued at the head of the bank. The bank. 
in all its departments, and blends excellent busineH'3 having firmly estaLlished itself in the confidence 
qualifications with sterling manhoot1 and courteous of the peoplE' of the entire State through its con
manners. A. A. 1\Iandlebaum, assistant cashier, servative policy and the well-known high character 
is well known, and like the cashier is far famed of its officers and directors, determined to place an 
for thorough going and careful l;usiness qualities. additional safeguard around its affairs by convert-
In fact the entire corps of employes are gentle iug from a State to a N atiollal inj-)titution, and 
men of experience and efficiency as their names accordingly on lVlarch ] 0, 1883, the German Bank 
clearly indicate: 'Y. C. Denney, teller; F. O. was succeeded by the German National Bank, with 
Wheeler, draft clerk; J. G. Botsford, collector; a capital of $200,000. The same year it was 
Harry Hennegen, discount clerk; R, O. Hopkins, selected as a depository for Government funds. 
book keeper; George B. McLaughlin, currency The great prosperity and steady growth of its 
clerk; John T. Hoover, hook-keeper; R. H. Thomp business has continued until it now usually exceeds 
son, outside collector; Ed L. Brown, lllessenger; a million dollars, and the hank bas a paid up capi 
c. H. Yost, book keeper; W. P. Davison, stenog tal of $300.000, with a surplus of $75,000. 
rapher. This bank claims to have done much toward 

It is perfectly natural that an institution pos establishing the credit of the ~tate of Arkansas 
sessing such superior facilities should satisfactorily abroad, through showing its confidence in the State 
serve the great number who entrust their funds to securities by loaning the State on its own bonds in 
its management. 1883 the large SHm of $150,000. 

The German National Bank is probably the The wl?ll known president, 001. John G. Fletch
largest financial iIlstitution in the State, and the er, is the only member of the present directory who 

j following history of it will be found interesting: has been l'etained uninterruptedly on the board t 
1~~~-----~~~----~~~-~ 
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from the inception of the bank. It is almost need
less to say that he bas been a large factor in its 
eminent success. On the 1st day of <Tanuary Mr. 
Creed T. Walker retired from the office of casbier, 
which he had filled for fiftepn years, and was sue 
ceeded by Mr. Oscar Davis, who bad been for a 
number of years with the bank as teller, and who 
has fully sustained the prestige of the institution, 
which this short sketch shows the growth of, from 
a small country bank to a metropolitan institution, 
with clearances of $80,000 yearly. 

Col. J oLn G. Fletcher, the able presidE'nt of 
tbis institution, stands high in the financial circles, 
not only of this State, but elsewhere, and is a 
gentleman wbom it is a pleasure to meet. Mr. 
Oscar Davis, the gentlemanly cashier, may be truly 
Raid to be a man who is "all business," socia
bility, generosity and caution. He is tbe right 
man in the right place. The directory consists of 
well-known business men, wbose names would be 
a tower of strength to any institution, being: Jobn 
G. 	Fletcher, D. G. Fones, James R. Miller, J. T. 

W. Tillar, Isaac '"olf, R. A. Little, George H. 
Stratman, M. Katzenstein and John L. Hughes; 
while the employes were all selected for their 
efficiency, and are as follows: John G. Fletcher, 
president; Osear Davis, cashier; C. G. Fones, 
vice-presi dent; E. T. Reaves, assistant cashier; 
"\Villiam Pollock, paying teller; J. B. Sllttler, re 
ceiving teller; Richard Mills, note teller; L. B. 
Curtis, P. C. Savage and J. J. McEvoy, book 
keppers; A. S. Reaves, collector, and Mi~s Lillie 
Hickey, stenographer. 

The Exchange Bank, which is now the Ex
change National Bank, began bUf>ine88 ApI'll l1, 
] 882, with a paid" np capital of $80,000, with W. 
P. Homan, president, R. A. Edgerton. vice presi 
dent, and J. S. Pollock. cashier. In December. 
1&8+, the capital was increased to $100,000. In 
J annary. 1885. steps were taken to incorporate it 
into a national bank, and on February J, the comp 
troller of the treClsury authorized the Exchange 
Bank to as:-;ume the name of Exchange National 
Bank, and begin business under the national 
bank act. Charles F Pensel was elected presi 
dent, and J. H. McCarthy was elected vice- presi 

ARKANSAS. 

dent, and J. S. Pollock, rashier. In January, 
188~, J. H. IVlcCartby was electetl pre~ident, A. P. 
Howell, vice president; J. S. Pullock, cashier, and 
J. ,Yo Mandlelmum, assistallt cashier. In Jan 
nary, 1~H0, the stockholc1ers beld a meeting and 
authorized an increase of capital stock to $200,000, 
which was effected on February 1, 1880_ 

Since the organization of this bank there baR 
been a steady and constant increase in its business. 
The fact that on February 1, when new steck was 
iSRued, nearly $--10.000 w bieh had been accumu 
lated as a surplus was divided among the stock 
holders, is an undisputable evidence of the pros 
perity of the institute. The employes of the bank, 
from president to janitor, pride themsplves upon 
their business capacity and their polite attpntion to 
customers. 

The directors are sound financiers. noted for 
their ability in commercial circles and their high 
standing in the city. They are Oharles F. Penzel, 
W. P. Homan, A. P. Howel, J. H. :l\IcCartby, 
Phillip Pfeifer, C. H. ·Whittemore, ,Yo J. Turner, 
J. M. Moore and James Joyce. The following 
gentlemen constitute the perRonel of the bank: J. 
H. McCarthy, president; A. P. Howell, vice presi 
dent; J. S. Pollock, casbier; J. 'V. Mandlebaum. 
assistant casbier and teller; J. VV. Bartling and U. 
F. 	Bhillaber, book keepers; H. B. Pollock, collee 
Lor, 	 and James Keatts, runner. 

The Bank of Little Rock is incorporated under 
the State law, and was opened for business on 
February 25, 188H, with a subscribed capital of 
$500,000, $:300,000 of which is paid up, and the 
remaining $200,000 is subject to the call of the di 
l'ectory at any time. This bank has alrea ly built 
up a large clientage, which is rapidly increasing 
under the influence of its preRent management. 
The bank is managed and controlled by the fol
lowing staff of officers and directors: Charles J. 
Lincoln. pre~ident; Charles Benjamin'Vilkinson, 
vice· president; C. T. 'Walker, cashier; G. F. Bau
cum, John F. Boyle, ,Yo E. Tobey. D. G. Fones, 
Joseph "\rolf, C. B. Field, H. P. Churf'hill and 
Charles N. Fowler. Dr. Lincoln, the president, 
was for many years vice presiJent of the German 
National Bank of this city, and is also president of t 
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the large wholesale drug house of the O. J. Lincoln 
Company. He is one of anI' most actiye and sue 
cessful business men. Ml'. "\Yilkinson, the vice 
presidellt, is one of the many wf'althy men of high 
Rtanding for integrity and conservatism of that city 
of brotherly love. Philadelphia. Mr. ,rilkinson 
is vice president of the Equitable Mortgage Com 
pany, of New York, one of the wealthiest corpora 
tions in that great city. :\11'. ,ralker, the cashier, 
has been so long a resident of this city, as cashier 
of the German National Bank (which institution 
he organized as a State bank in ] 875, and l'emained 
with it through all its changes and successes to 
January 1, ]889) that his name i'3 known in almost 
every business house in the State, and is familial', 
especially to the banking fraternity, in all parts of 
the country. 

Messrs. Baucum, Boyle, ToLey, Fones, ,y01£ 
and Field are all men of prominence in the busi 
ness circles of our city, each being engaged in 
active mercantile pUl'suits, and all very pl'ominent 
in their l'espective lines. Mr. Ohurchill is the 
president of the Kansas City Safe Deposit and Sav 
ings Bank, and a gentleman of prominence and 
influence in thi" financial circles of that most won 
deriul of progressive cities. lUI'. Fowler is the 
president of the Equitable Mortgage Company, of 
New York, already mentioned in connection with 
MI'. "Wilkinson. This being a company of $2,000 
000 capital, to be at the head of it is sufficient evi 
dence of the ability and standing that is com
manded by JUl'. Fowler. An institution in thp 
hands of such a l)lanagement, and backed by such 
men, can not do otherwise than succeed and com 
mand the fullest confidence and snpport of the 
citizens of our city and State. 

The employes of this bank are as followh: O. J. 
Lincoln, president; C. B. \rilkinson, vice presi 
dent; C. T. '.Yalker, cashier; 1\I. H. Johnson, sec 
retary: L. A. Battaile, teller; l\Jiss I. B. Davis, 
stenographer; D. 0. Jordan, general book keeper; 
T. 'Y. Yeakle and H. A. Rowe, individual book
keepers, and S. E. Reed, collector. 

ThE're are two other banking houses in the city, 
both private banks. 

In 18G9 ,Yo B. ,Yorthen became interested 

with D. F. Shall, in the real estate business, as a 
clerk. After the death of Mr. Shall (who was killed 
in the Brooks Baxter war) ]\1r. "\Yorthen formed 
a partnership with Gordon N. Peay, in the l'f'al 
estate and brokerage business, and in 1R'/6 he 
went into partnership with E. "V. Parker, can 
soliclating the busine'3s of both, and forming a 
banking, brokerage and real estate business second 
to none in the State. Afterward, on J annary 1, 
18Sb, the partnership was dissolved, aud the bu"!i 
ness carried on under the firm name of 'Y. B. 
,Yorthen & 00., with P. C. Ewing, chief clerk; 
Gordon N. Peay, teller; ,Yo C. Tnnnah, book
keeper, and Hardaway Bein. collector. The firm 
has ample capital and the confidence of the entil'e 
community. 

Ed. W. Parker, formerly in partnership with 
Mr. ,Yorthen, opened a private bank on :Markham 
Street, in July, 1888, under the name of Ed. ,Yo 
Parker & 00. This bank Joes a genel'al banking 
and brokerage business, nf'gotiates long and short 
time loans. and buys and sells real estate on 
commission. 'V. F. Cates is the'· polite cashier. 
and the bank is in a prosperous condition. 

LittJe Rock has become a manufacturing city, 
and its recent growth and rapid development is 
dlle largely to this fact. The manufacturing es 
tablishments employ large numbel's of men, thus 
increasing the population and also the home 
mal'keL The manufactured al,ticles, in excess of 
the home demand, are sold and shipped abroad. 
and in return, capital rolls back to Little Rock. 
where it is reinvested in business and the building 
up of thE' city. Following are brief historical 
sketches of thf' principal manufactories of the city. 
including also Argenta: 

The Little Rock Oil and Compre~s Company 
was organized in 187i, with E. Urquhart as presi 
dent, and '.Y. H. 'Nright. hecretary. ThE' stock 
hol<1ers were citizens of Little Rock, Memphis an ...t 
elsewhere. They erected the oil mill in East Little 
Rock, at a cost of $225,000. The lllain lJuilding 
is a two story brick, about 300 hy GOO feet in size, 
and the storage building is a one ~tory framE', IOO 
by ;:300 feet in size. The mill is Btted with the 
ruostirnprovedmachiler' a c1 tl fi t tt t 
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sepd-oil mill en'cted in Arkansas. After the oil is 
pressed out of the cotton seed, a portion of the 
cake is shipped to England and u~ed in feeding 
cattle, and a portion is ground at the mill into 
meal and sold for feed or fertilizing matter. 
Hany F. Eberts is superintendent, and in lhe nUl 

ning season the mill employs about 175 men. Its 
capacity is 150 tons of cotton seed every twenty 
four b011l's. 

In 1880 the company built. an oil mill in Ar 
gent.a, the plant covering about five acres, and 
being one of the largest cotton seed oil mills in the 
Soutb. It has a capacity of wOl'king 175 tons of 
cotton seed per day of twenty-four hours. 

Mr. Eberts is also superintendent of tbis mill. 
In busy seas-ons it employs 22~ men, and its ship 
ping facilities are such that it can unload twelve 
cars of cotton seed at one time. In 1b81 or ] CS82, 
the company erected the brick cotton compreRR at 
Argenta, the entire plant covering about three 
acres. It has a capacity to compress 800 to 1,000 
bales per day, if run on fnll time. In 1888 thiR 
compress worked about -t-~.()O() balf's. About 
seventy-five mf'n arf' employed at this plant, ,Yo 
a. Dotterer is superintendent. In 1,:{'S4., the COlll 

pany erected a compress at the front of Main 
t;treet, in Little Rock, of like size and capacity of 
the one at Argenta. In November, 188.!, it caught 
fire and burned down, together with .J,OOO bales 
of cotton stOTed therein. In the burning of the 
building and machinery, the company lost about 
$:30,000. At this time they hall in process of con 
struction the handsome and new compress in East 
Little Rock, which is said to be the largest one in 
the United Btates. The building::! and yards of 
this compress cover about eight acres. There is 
storage capacity for 30, O( lO bales. In 1888 about 
50,000 bales were compressed. It has a capacity 
Rimilar to that of the Argenta compress. W. C. 
Dotterer is also i'mperintf'ndent here. This com 
press (alone) is the joint property of the Little 
Rock Oil anu Compress Company, and the Union 
Compre'3s Company. It is valued at $130, OO(), of 
which each company owns one· half. The com
pany's entire plant, both io Little Rock and 
Argenta, cost about $6] 3, 230. This includes 

r 

thirty six acres of laud in Argenta, and real estate 
at the foot of Main Street, together with their 
property in Russell's addition. The present offi 
eel'S of the company are E. Urquhart, president; 
VV. H. \Vrigbt, vice president and manager, and 
H. P. J ohnfoon, sccrf'tary and trea~mrer. 

The Little Rock Oil nnLl Coruprpss Company is 
one of a syndicate of len mill~ in Arkansas, in 
which the Hurricane Cotton Oil Company is intpr
estell. with headquarters in New York City. Mr. 
,Yo H. 'Yl'ight is manager for tbe State of Arkan· 
sas. The oil mills in Arkansas distribute over a 
million of dollars annually in the purcbase of 
cotton seed, which only a few years ago was looked 
upon ano. treated as worthless rubbish. The 
offices of the company are in tbe John D. AdamE', 
building on East Markham Street, where they 
have been recently fitted np in elegant style. The 
secretary, 1Ur. Harry Johnson, is a most affable 
gentleman, and highly respecteJ by all who know 
him. 

The Southern Cotton Oil Company was organ 
ized in the spring of 18'37. in Philadelphia, Penn. 
They built and equipped eight mills. and began 
operations in the fall of the same year-a stroke 
of push and business enterprise almost unprece 
dented. One of these mills i8 located in East 
Little Rock on grounds donated by Hanger, Rat 
cliff, Hornibrook and Townsend. Ten acres more 
have been purchased to provide for an extension of 
the business. 1Ur. J. J. Culbertson, Iormprly of 
Paris, Texas. was made manager of the business. 
The buildings are of wood and COYf'l' a space of 
ten acres, including the cattle shed~. The rna 
chine-I'J iR all new and of the most approved pat. 
term~ of the latest constrnction; a Corliss engine 
of GOO horsE' POWE'J', the largest in the State, ba-; 
recently been put in. In connection with tbR oil 
min proper, the company feedR about 3,000 head 
of cattle each yf'aI' on the cotton seed meal and 
hulls. Most of the product of the mil1s, the oil and 
meal, is pxportecl Samples of the crude and re 
fined oil manufactured in this mill can be seen at 
the rooms of the State Bureau of Immigration in 

the capitol buildiog. The capital invested in this 

mill is ahout $:250.000, and the business amounts 
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to half a million annually. Th8 season lasts from 
October 1 to April 1, during which time I3n hands 
are employed. The oil from this mill ha"> an ex
cellent reputation either for Lome- consumption or 
exportation. 

The Thomas Cotton ,Yorks, D. H. and Dr. A. 
D. Thomas, proprietors. These works are literally 
a Little Rock production. Of all the manufactur
ing establishments within the limits of the" City 
of Roses," there are none in which the- citizens take 
greater pride than that referred to in this article. 
The cotton press they manufacture was conceived 
and patented from this city; the business was first 
established here. and all the presses have been 
made here; the works are located here, and give 
employment to over half a hundred of the citizens; 
sales are made all over Arkansas and the adjoining 
States, and the money brought here to be paid out 
again, and Little Rock receives all the benefits 
therefrom. Consequently the citizens are proud 
of this entel'prise, and unanimously endeavor to see 
it prosper. 

Reverting to the facts of the business, the 
Thomas Cotton Press is a perpendicular cylinde-r of 
ca'3t iron, and was patented by Dr. A. D, Thomas, 
In 1886 he, with his younger brother, D, H., es
tablished the present business in an olel ten pin 
alley on ,Yest :Markham Street, where they remained 
one year. During their stay there about six or 
eight men wel'e employed, all the castings we-re 
bought, and about thirty presses mHde. The sec 
ond season the firm rented the Eagle Foundry and 
Machine Shop, on East Second Street, whe-re tLey 
stayrd over a year, and made about 100 pre-sses. 
The castings were also purchased this second ye-ar. 
The superior advantages of the new press ove-r the 
old kinds increafled the busine-ss to such an extent 
that new and commodious quarters were found 
necessary. Conse-quently the firm p.urcha"e-d three 
acres of the old Hanger farm, in East Little Rock. 
on the Valley Route Railway, where th!:')' erected 
a handsome brick shop. 30x230 feet in size-, with 
boiler rOOll, ] 8x2J, and a frame paint shop and 
wood· working room adjoining, i30x130. Here rifty 
to sixty fiye men are daily employed in manufact 
uring and putting together the famou'3 cotton 

presses, and also turning out castings of all kinds 
and doing every conceivable description of repair 
work The firm also makes a specialty of the 
Williamson wood rim pulley, which is self locking 
in the shaft, and meeting with much favor. The 
firm owns its switch tracks and dummy engine, 
The business has had a success unprecede-nted in 
the history of any manufacturing firm in the South 
west. From thirty presses in 18136. to ove-r 20U in 
18SB, the firm have gained both fame and a com
petency. They have been hard and indefatigable 
workers, and deserve their reward. 

C. E. Rosenbanm is one of the best known 
manufacturer's representatives in Arkansas. For 
fourteen years be was a traveling agent for the 
famous Atlas Engine ""Yorks, of Indianapolis, Ind. 
In February, 1883, he decided to locate in Little 
Rock, where he could haye a ., bub" centering 
point for all his spoke like tra(le. His busines has 
increased each year. and his success is commen 
Burate with his efforts to represe-nt his firms in a 
creditable manner. He also looks after the inter 
ests of the N. O. Nelson :Manufacturing Company, 
of St, Louis, in Arkansas, and these two interests 
keep him constantly busy, The Atlas Engine 
,Yorks are builders of engines and boilers of all 
sizes, exclusively, while the N. O. Ne-lson l\Ianu 
facturing Company manufacture all kinds of rna 
chinery and machinist and plumber's supplies. 
There is no man in Arkansas who is more clever 
than ,. CharJie" Rosenbaum, as his successful 
trade annually demonstrates, 

'rhe Eagle Cotton Ginnery and Pickory is 
located on the Valley Route, in East Little Rock. 
Fred Hanger is proprietOl' and H, D. l\lcCowan 
supe-rintendent and managE'!' of the works. The 
buildings consist of a three story frame, JOx()O feet 
in size, two frame cotton storage- houses, one of 
which is one story high an(l 23x 73 feet in size, and 
the other 15x100 feet in size and twenty four feet 
high: also a one stor)' II arne ooi1e-1' house forty feet 
square. All these buildings haxe graye-l roofs, 
and are veneered on the outside with one- thickness 
of brick. The proprietor of this factory handles 
from -±,OOO to (). noo baleR of cotton pe-r season, 
and afte-r the ginning season is over, he handles 

t ,... 
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refuse and dusty cotton from cotton buyerR, and 
oil mill refuse. This is put through btc'aters ana 
cleaners until it comes out clean and fre8 from 
dnst. It ib then graded and bal€>d and goeR to 
make paper stock, felt hats, batting, waddillg', etr. 
ThE! ruachinpry is of the latest improved. patterns, 
and the entire plant is valued at $30,000, ano is 
the most complete establishment of its kind in the 
Southwest. It occupie;-3 about two acres of ground. 
The machinery is operated by an Atlas automatic 
engine of seventy five horse power. 

The Arkansas Granite Company, oI Little 
Rock, was organized in l\Iarch, 1880. The quar
ries are in the Fourche Mountains, two miles 
south of the city) and near the Valley Railroad, 
where the company has a half-mile of side track. 
The granite is known as blue syenite. They also 
quarry a stone known as gray syenite, in the same 
territory. About ninety per cent of the granite 
used in paving the streets of Little Rock are 
from these qualTies, where about 250 men are 
employed, with the latest improved hoisting rna 
chinery. The granite is said to be superior to any 
known granite now in America. It bas stood a 
test of 23, OJ 0 pounds to the square inch, showing 
a crushing strength far above the Quincy, aR the 
latter crushed at 1 Ii 750 pOll.nds to the square 
inch. The company is now supplying :l\Iemphis 
with granite for paving its streets, ancI furnishes 
material for buildings and for monuments, which 
partakes of a high grade of poli~h. The Catholic 
Cathedral is built of the gray granite, and the 
Pulaski County court house of the hlue granite. 
Lately the company has received an oruer from the 
city of Louisville, Ky., to furnish all the granite 
for paving the streets of that city. The company 
was organized with a capital or $100,000. The 
officers arr> Zeb Ward, president; George l\IcLeary, 
vice president; Fred Hanger, ",ecretary and treas 
urer, and F. G. Lemons, superintendent. 

The Union Machine Works and Foundry was 
established in July, 1SS5, hetween Markham and 
Second Streets, in a little shop, with a foot-lathe, 
and did general repairs. The bu~iness increaBsd 
.. right along" -" more thaD thrihbled itself every 
year' i -until now the dimensions of the shop are 

50x00 fe8t in siz;e, and a story and. a half in height. 
The lower 11001' is Hseo. for machine shop, and the 
upper for pattern storage room. ROIDe fonrteen 
Illen are ernploye<1 in the Hhops, and the business 
consistH of w'nt:ll"al repairs of all kinds of machin
ery. l\1r. E. C. \Yehrfritz, thE' proprietor, has had 
for two years a contract with the DUllley E. Jones 
Company, of this city, to manufacture for them 
their Sailor's Cotton Blower, a very useful and 
widely usee] machine. 'rhe business has ill creased 
from about $-1:,000 the first year to $30.000 a year, 
and this in a period of only four and a half years. 
ThE' work is under the personal supervision of the 
proprietor, a practical machinist, whobe success 
results from his energy, perseverance and strong 
business qualities. 

The Buddenberg Furniture Factory is located 
about one-Ionrth of a mile west of the Union Depot, 
in Little Rock, and is the property of the Budden
berg Furniture Company, of which H. Buddenberg 
is president, and C. E. FNguson, secretary and 
treasurer. The business was established by '1\11'. 
Buddenberg in 1885. when he erected a two story 
frame factory G5x65 feet in size. This burned 
down August 7, lS~b, and completely destroyed 
the business, the los~ being $11.000. with only 
$:3,000 insurance. Not d.iscouraged, however, the 
company immediately went to work and erected 
the present factory, which is a two story frame 
building 60x120 feet in size. They have also 
erected a two-story frame warehouse 30x70 feet in 
size. The firm em ploy forty-two men, and make 
what is known as the common grade of furniture. 
They employ onf:' traveling salesman, and find sale 
fur their goods mostly in Arkansas. The St. 
Louis) Iron Mountain & Southern Railroad has a 
switch out to this factory which gives it convenient 
shipping facilities_ 

Thp business of Pettefer Brothers, arcbitects, 
builders and brick manufacturers. bas been estab· 
lished about twelve years. Their offire is at 1] 7 
anil 110 Cnmberland Street, and their brickyard 
covers about four block", in the suburbs of the 
city. The company if) the only one here using 
what is known as "damps" or stationary kilns . 
Their clamps are four in nnmber, each 25xGO feet 

., 1 
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on the grounds, with walls eightE'f'n inches thick. 
The capacity of th" yard i., :1,000, (lOO hricks per 
year. Sixty hands are f'rupIo) pel ill the yar<l, and 
the company own sev(m dwel1ing honses for the n~8 
of employes. They also build houses and sell them 
to th8ir employee, Oil monthly installments, which 
is a wonderfnl help to the poor wen who want 
homes. In all the tract adjacent to the yard, not 
a single man buying a housf' on this plan has had 
to forfeit it. This firm also dof's a large contract 
ing and building business, and has about oeventy 
men employpu in that line, making 1:-30 employes 
in all. Their wpp]dy pay roll is about $1,;)00. On 
last year the firm prected the J\fartin Block on the 
corner of Second and S pring Streets, thp Yonng 
Building on Markham and Rock, the Board of 
Trade Block, Fort Steele School house, the Pulaski 
County Jail, the Methodist Block on Main Street, 
two ice factories, and six other buildings. Thpy 
have a planing-mill on Cumberland Strept. where 
they do all their own planing, and make all their 
own mouldings, etc. They are here to stay. and 
their business is increasing rapidly. The two 
brothers are Ambrose and Harry, natives of Eng
land, who carne to America in 18G8, locating first 
in Canada, afterward in the State of New York, 
and in 1877 in Little Rock. since which time they 
have been closel~ identified with the growth of the 
city. On coming to this place they had about $300 
in money. They are now worth from $.10,000 to 
$;)0,000, the fesult of strict integrity, hard work 
and close attention to business. 

The Little Rock Foundry and Machine Shops 
of D. R. vYing & Co., are loeated on East Markham 
Street between Ferry and Sherman. This firm 
began business about ]674 in the old James Brodie 
Foundry located OIl Commerce and ~econd Streets, 
and continupd businesR there until 1~79, when they 
moved to their present location. Here they first 
erected a foundry and machine shop combinetl. it 
being a two story brick structure [)OxHiO feet in 
size. and a two story storeroom and pattern shop 
30x 100 feet in Rize. Three or four year:-:. later a 
new foundry and boiler shop, .15x130 feet in size, 
was added. This is a fmme building clad with 

~.-::ugated iI'on, About l&iiO, in eonocqnencp of 

thp great incrpa'ip in husiness, the company erected 
another lmilding, a two story brick 50x 100 feet 
in size, for a Rtoreroom and warehonse. They 
now 0'" n the block bounded by 1\larkham Street 
and the Arkansa~ River, and Ferry and Sherman 
Streets, besides three lots and a storeroom on the 
south side of Markham Street. ,Yhen this com 
pany commpncecl work they did a small amount of 
husiness. but it increased l'apicUy, and for sevpral 
years this waR the only foundry in thp city. A 
machiuery and mill supply department has been 
added. and the firm carries the heaviest supply of 
goods in theRe linps of any h011.,e in the southwest. 

TIlt'y are general agent!:> for the Melbnrn Gin 
and Machine Company, of J\1emphib; the ,Yater
town Steam Engine Company, of New York, and 
several other large manufacturing establishments 
abroarl. The husiness is largely in the line of re 
pairing saw- mill machinery and agricultural imple 
ments. They also manufacture boilers and en
gines, and architectural iron work, and are agents 
for iron fencings, ca"tings, etc., and also do a full 
line of bm,iness in brass goods. From seventy
five to 100 men are employed, and the pay roll 
amonnts to from $800 to $1.000 per week. From 
three to five traveling salesmen are kept on tbe 
rnad in the territory covel'ing Arkansas, Tennessee 
and Te}.as. The firm does a business of about 
$300.000 per annum. Ur. D. R. Wing has charge 
of the machinery departmpnt and C. E. Stephens 
of tup office and sales department. Fifteen years 
ago the} had only five men in their employ and 
did at first a comparatively small business. 

The Little Rock Chair Factory Company was 
organizpd May 27, ] 888. The business was com 
menced by Mr. vVhitmal'sb, a native of New Hamp
shire, with a capital of $4,000, which was SOOll 

increased to $20,000. The factory i~ located in 
Argenta, with a frontage of 237 fpet to the Iron 
Mountain Hailroad. The building is a two story 
frame above the basement story. The company 
also manufacture split. cane and rattan bottomed 
chairs, and the other material nsed i.., oak, ash, 
haekherry, hickory and maple, all grO\vn in the neal' 
vicinity. Two travPling .,alesmen are kept on the 
road, and find sale for all their chairs in Arkansas. 
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Lonisiana, 1\>,xas and Indian rrf>rritory. Some 150 
mE-H, women and childl'E'n arE' employed, the heavy 
work all being done with stearn pOWE-r on the be~t 
machinery. The capacity of the factory is twenty 
five to thirty chairs per hour. Dr. J. P. Wehh i.., 
secretary and treasurer, and W. U. \Yhitman:>h, 
snperintendent. 

On Jannary 2-1, 188U, H. D. Layman, of Little 
Hock the invf>ntor of the Layman safety car coup
ler, received a patent for the same from the United 
States, and on the 31st inst., he lransfel'l'ed it to 
the Layman Bafety Car Company, which was or
ganized for its manufacture. This coupler is con 
structpd on the "link and pin" principle, and is 
partially automatic. It is worked from the side 
of the car, obviating the nE'cessity of the brakeman 
going between the cars in the manipulation of 
either "link or pin," the cars being attached and 
detached by raising the link by a If>ver, which is 
ea~ily worked while standing on the side of the 
car, and performs the work of raising the link or 
pin as the occasion requires. 

Eben ,Yo Kimball is president and H. D. Lay
man SeCfE'tary of the company, and the general 
office is at Little Rock 

The Little Rock Uooperage Company was or 
ganized in 1870, with Henry M. Cooper, president, 
R. A. Edgerton, secretary, and Logan H. Roots, 
treasurer. The works of the company are located 
in Argenta. About ] 00 mPIl are employed, manu 
facturing chiefly cotton seed oil barrels. Thf> busi 
ne"lS embraces the territory of Arkansas and Texas. 
Thit-l factory supplies all the cotton fJeed oil mills 
of Little Hock with barrE'ls. The capital stock of 
this cumpany is about $:-);), (JOO, and the business iH 
inerea.;;ing rapidly. 

Raible & Kramer are whole9ale candy manufact 
luers at G08 Ea.... t Markham Street. This bUf'liness 
was established in 1?-lCS8 by H. J. and .T. Raible, 
under the firm name of Raible Bros. About a 
month later ]\11'. J. Raible died, and Hubsequently 
J. P. Owen buught an interE'f->t in the bnsine':is, 
which he afterward sold to Freel Kramer, J r. The 
firm name of Raible &, Kramer was then ac1optpd. 
The bll~iness is located un East Markham Street, 
in the Valley Route depot, the firm occupying a 

,. 

room 2;)x1-10 feet in :::;lze. They marmfacture all 
kinds of ca[}(ly, and have built up an excellent 
trade all over the State of ArkanH(t"i, and employ 
onp travelillg f->alehman. This is one of and the 
largElst of tlw only two wholesale candy manufac 
tories in the State. They employ twenty hands, 
and the business aggregates a large amount, hav
ing increased :WO pE'l' cent the first year. Hugh 
Raible, the senior member of the firm, is an ex 
perienced candy maker, having learned the trade 
twenty years ago, and he has charge of the manu
facturing department and the clty trade. He hails 
from Ohicago. 

A manufacturing agency lmslneRs was estab 
lished in 18')0 by Thomas Bairu and \tV. A. Bright. 
'fhe latter sold bis interest to the former on No 
vember 17, 18CS7. Harry P. Baird is now associ 
ateu in the business with his fathE'l', Thomas 
Baird. They represent a large number of the 
most noted manufacturing establishments in the 
North and East, and have a two story urick build 
ing, 78x87 feet in size, the lower sto}') being occu 
pied with tbeir bw.,iness. They employ nine travel 
ing salesmen, and cover the entire States of Arkan 
sas auo Texa<.J, and parts of Louisiana and Mis8is 
sippi, and do an extensive businf>ss. 

The extensive marble and stOlle work8 of W. 
L. Funston, at Nos. GOG and 007 Main E.tl'eet, 
date their inception from 1880. Several skillfnl 
artisans are employed in the business, and a large 
amount of first-class work is turned out. 

Renton Tnnnah's Marble and Stone Yard, at 
Nos. 402 and 40-1 \Y est Markham Street, is one of 
the landmarks in the history of the industries of 
Little Rock, having been founded as far back as 
18-10, by Mr. JamE's Tunnah, fathE'r of the present 
proprietor. Thpse wOl'ks are 100x140 feet in size, 
and here Reveral ~killful workmen find employment 
at good wages. The business is extensive. 

There is one ice manufactory in Little Rock, 
50x1GO feet in size, and one in Argenta 150 feet 
square, both of which are under the bame manage 
ment, that of the Little Rork Ice Company. The 
combined capacity of these factories is from Rixty
five to seventy tons of ice per day. The business 

was first established ill 1883. .--.---,;~ 
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Then' is a cider mannfactory, besides several 
planing mills, lumber yards, and Millan mal1ufact 
uring establishwents in Little Huck and Argenta, 
too nLlmerous to mention in detail. 

In 181\) William E. \\'oodruff shipped his little 
printing press in a canoe down the Ohio and Mis
sissippi Rivers, and up the Arkansas to Arkansas 
Post, and there, on Saturday, Novembpr ~O, of 
that year, he issued the first Illuuber of the Arkan 
sas Gazette, the first paper eyer published in the 
Territory. "Of this small, hut neat sheet, Mr. 
vVoodruff was the editor, proprietor, printer and 
publisher. It contained a summary of the pro
ceedings of Congress some three months before, 
gossiping news from Europe by the last ship, the 
health of George III, the doings of the Prince 
Regent, and accounts from St. Helena, telling of 
the condition of Napoleon six months befort', with 
extracts from recent poems by Byron, Scott and 
Shelley; no local news items, except to mention 
that a keel boat had arrived with a family of immi 
grants bound for Little Rock. Some local corres
pondent prophesied the immense future prosperity 
which was in store for the Arkansas Post. That 
village has sincE') entirely disappeared; not, how 
ever, until it was immortalized hy a hattIe fonght 
there, when it hall almost ceaseu to exist. Here, 
too, followed in successive issues the account of the 
death of George III, and of the troublps of 
George IV and his queen, the letter of Phillips to 
the king, the crowning of the ill starred Iturbide 
as Emperor of 1\Iexico, the death of Napoleon, and 
extracts from ' The Voice from St. Helena,' by 
O'Mera." * 

The Gazette was moved to Little Rock with 
the Territorial capitol, and until the Advocate was 
establi~hed, in 1830, it was the only paper pub 
lished in the Territory. It continned to be owned 
and published by Mr. 'Yoodruff, as an advocate of 
Democracy, until 184:3, when he Rold it. Then 
for a few years it advocated the doctrines of the 
'''hig party under the management of Benj. J. 
Borden, and perhaps othel's. Afterward it became 
the property of the late Columbus (i. Danley, a 

,f From the pen of Dr. W. A. Cantrell, a recent sur

young man who gain~d distinction in the Mexican 
\Y ar under CoL Yell. Since its purchase by Dan
ley it Las been Democratic. It is now published 
both daily and weekly by the Gazette Publishing 
Company, and is the only paper ill the State that 
can be said to have bad a very long life. 

The Advocate, a Wbig pap8l', was established 
in Little Rock in ~larch, 1830, by Robert Crit 
tenden and Charles P. Bertrand, and afterward, 
in 183-1-, the noted scholar, Albert Pike, was called 
to the editorial ~taff. This paper continued to be 
published for yeal's, but just how long the writer 
has been unable to learn. 

The Intelligencer followed soon after the Advo 
cate. It was established b} Gov John Pope, 
with John Steele as chief of tbe editorial staff. It 
was a Democratic organ established to suppmt 
Gov. Pope and his political friends, thE' Gazette 
having become lukewarm in his support. 

The True Democrat was established about the 
year IH50, by the Anti bank party, with that ahle 
and powerful writer, Richard H. Johnson, at its 
head. The publication of this paper continned up 
to or near the beginning of the Civil 'r ar. It was 
also Democratic. 

The Arkansas Democrat is published at 21J and 
216 East 1\larkham Street, Little Rock, by 1\lessrs. 
Mitchell & Bettis. The tenth number of its nine
teenth volume dail}) was issued September 16, 
1889. It is a six column quarto, very ably and 
independently edited, and auvocates Democratic 
pl'inciples. It is published both daily and weekly, 

The Arkansas Press, a weekly paper, is pub
lished every Sunday at Little Rock, by its proprie
tors, George H. Brown and Chades H. Lewis. It 
contains twelve pages of six columns ea('h, is non 
political or rather independent politically. pays 
much attention to writing up and publishing the 
advantages of the State, and does much to promote 
immigration thereto. 

It is well edited and well illustrated, and is in 
its first volume, its twenty third number having 
heen lJUblished September 15, 18C,9. 

The ArkanRa~ State Register was establibhed 

early in August. 18bU. by its proprietor. l\T. A. Hull.
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folio, hut will soon be enlarged. It is neatly 
printed, t'dited with ability, and has alrt'ady be 
corne tlH:' leading Repnblican organ of the Statp. 
It is published at Little Rock, in both daily al1d 
weekly editions. 

The Arkansas :l\1ethodist, devoted to the inter 
t'st of the l\Iethodil:>t Episcopal Church, Soutb, is 
puhlished weekly, at Little Rock, by Bennett & 

Bmollson, the former, Rev. Z. T. Bennett, IJPing 
its editor. It is now in its eighth volumt', num 
bel' twenty aIle thereof being dated September 1], 
1889. It is saiel to have the largest circulation of 
an the papers published in the State. Its motto 
is "Speak thou the things which become sonnd 
doctrine." It is a six co]umn quarto. 

The Arkansas Baptist, a six column quarto, is 
published weekly in Little Rock, N. Hall and W. 
A. Clark being editorfl, and Allen '''. Clark busi 
ness manager. In circulation it is said to be sec
ond only to the Arkansas Mt'thodist. It is now in 
its ninth volume, number fifteen having been pub 
lished April 11, 1 ~89. Its motto is, "Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men. " These religious papers are doing 
valuable service in the cause of ChriRtianity. 

Other papers, of less notoriety, published in 
Little Rock, as given by the last annual issued by 
the Board of Trade, are the Liberator, Arkansas 
Staats Zeitung, Arkansas Ladit's' Journal, Arkan 
sas Man[o,ion (colored), Arkansas Evangel (Baptist), 
Little Rock Republican, Little Rock Clipper 
(sportillg), Ladie-s' Chronicle, J\lm;aic Guicle (col 
ored), Sun (colored), Argf'nta Incident, 'Yheel En 
terprise, all weekly publications. The Arkansas 
Teacher, and Rural and \rorkman, are both month 
ly; the Farmer and J\Iechanic semi mouthly. In 
addition to the foregoing, The Call has jnst been 
established in the interef.>t of the laboring r lasses. 
J\lany papt'rs not meutioned here have been pub
lished at Little Bock at different periods, some 
for a long and some for a short time only. The 
press of Little Hock compares favorably with that 
of any city of its size in the country.. 

j 
In addition to what has bepn mentioned, Little 

Rock contains nnmerous schools and churches 
fnIly mentioned elsewhere. several hundred mercan

tile honsps, among whieh an' somp of thf' ]argeHt 
and finest whol('sale and ff'tail stmps in the South 
west, H~ de's Opera Houhe aud the Nt'w Concordia 
Hall, the Fnit8d Statps POhtoffir'e buil<ling, two 
rai1roacl depot~, U nioH & Adcansas Valley Route, 
two railroad and wagoll bridges acrOHS the riv,er, 
the State house and State institutions. about ten 
hotels, several livel')' &tables. lumber yards, a board 
of fire underwriters, several building and loan 
associations, offices of the Pacific & Southern 
Express Companies, railroad and telegraph offices, 
about twenty fivf' incorporated comlllel'cial corn 
panies, offices of three commercial agencies, nearly 
100 notaries public, offices of tf'lephone companies, 
abstract offices, numerous architects, artists and 
engraven" six Mabonic lodges, five Oeld Fellows' 
lodges, five lodges of Knights of Honor, seven 
lodges of Knights of Pythias, and other lodges of 
tradesmen and laborers, and other orclel's, makiug 
frOID forty five to fifty in all. a full complement of 
United States local officers, a sufficient number of 
physicians and other professional men, and many 
social and business enterprises too numerous here 
to mention. 

In the days when it was considered honorable 
to adjust difficulties between individtlalc; under the 
code ducllo, a number of dnels were fought between 
parties of whom one or both were early citizens of 
Little Rock. 

As early as 181H, a difficulty arose between two 
lawyers named, l'esppctively, Robert C. aden and 
001. 'William O. Allen. A challenge to fight a duel 
was given by one and accepted by the other, and 
in the winter or spring of that year, the duel was 
fought with pistols on tbe bank of the Arkansas 
River, on the opposite side from Arkansas Post. 
aden was not iujnred, but Col. Allen received a 
wound from tht) effects of which he died. The 
former was a talented young lawyer, a member of 
the first bar of Little Hock, and one of the found
ers of the town. 

Major Isaac Watkins, who has been named as 
one of the mOt't prominent pioneers of Little Rock, 
was one day sitting in the store of John McLean, 
when a desperado named John Smith rode up to 

the dool' with his rifle in hand, and without ali~~ 
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ing. deliberately and in cold blood shot and killed 
'''atkins, then rode rapidly away and was never 
thereafter heard of. This or-curred only a few 
years aHAl" Little Rock was laid out. 

In 1821 Joseph Selden succeeded the brilliant 
Robert P. LE'tchf'r, of Kentucky, as one of the as
sociate judges of the snperior court of Arkansas 
Tc·rritory. Some time thereafter, a difficulty arose 
between him and JudgE' Andrew Scott, a member 
of the same court. A challenge to fight a duel 
was given by one and accepted by the other, and 
the parties repairE'd to the JYIississippi and there, 
either on an iAland just above Helena or across 
the }Iissis;;,ippi oppositp Montgomery's Point 
(Scott), they fought the duel with pistols at a dis
tance of ten paces. One shot only was exchanged. 
Selden was killed, and Scott escaped uninjured. 
That polished scholar, writer and jurist, James 
Woodson Bates, brother to Att. Gen. Bates, of 
President Lincoln's cabinet acted as the friend 
and second of Judge Selden, and Dr. Nimrod 
Menifee acted as the friend, second and surgeon for 
Judge Scott. (Dr. }Ienifee was subsequently 
killed in a desperate encounter in Conway County, 
by Phillips, and Phillips afterward died 
from the effects of a wonnd received in the same 
combat. Hallum) This was a very unfortunate 
affair, a bad example set by two associate judges 
of the highest tribunal of justice in the Territory. 

Two versions of this affair are befme the writer, 
the one having been written and published in 181::S5, 
by J. R. Homer Scott, son of J ndge Andrew Scott, 
and the other by Hon. John Hallum in his recent 
. , Biographical and Pictorial History of Arkansas. " 
Neither account gives the exact date of the duel, 
hut Hallum says that the difficulty between the 
parties arose early in J'.Iay, 1S24. He also says 
that Judge Selden accepted the challenge, while 
f:lcott says the challenge was given by Selden and 
accepted by his father. 

The accounts of the Newton vs. Sevier affray, as 
well as that between Conway and Crittenden, have 
been obtained largely from Hall~lm' s History of 
Arkansas. Refe.ring to 11::S~7, the historian Rays: 
Politics on the Arkansas frontier was then a very 
robust and vigorous institutivn, and one method of 
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proving adhesion to party creed and stern devo 
tional honor, waR by resort to the code duello. An 
apt illustration of the punctilious bearing of geI.l
tlemen toward each other in those days, is fmmel 
in the duel lwtween Mr. Sevier and Thomas ,Y. 
Newton. Ne,vton was then a high strung man, 
making his way in the world on hi[o, own responsi 
bility, without any adventitious 01' extri[Jsic factors 
of support or reliflnce, and he banked on that 
capital with as much aSE>Ul'ance as the directors of 
the bank of England do on the bullion in their 
vaults. He was a Whig, and the warm personal 
.friend of Robert Crittenden. Spvier. on the streets 
of Little Rock, with language more robust and 
expreRsive than elegant. applied, in the hearing of 
Newton, some barsh criticism to the political course 
of Mr. Crittenden, not noticing, nor caring par 
ticularly who was present. Newton stepped up toI 

him and said: "Mr. Sevier, perhaps you are not 
aware that J'.1r. Crittenden is not present';" To 
which Sevier replied: "Perhaps he has some friend 
present to represent him." And Newton, with a 
Chesterfield bow and wave of the hand, said: "In
deed he has, sir, and you will soon hear from him. " 
The duel was fought on September ..1. 18:27, in 
the Cbf'rokee Nation, now Conway County. The 
celebrated George W. Jones, of Iowa, was New 
ton's second, and the author is informed that Maj. 
Wharton Rector, of the United States army, was 
Sevier's second. The first and only fire resulted 
without injury; tupir seconds and friends then 
interceded and prevented any further cOlnbat. 

In his biography of Henry \r. Conway, Mr. 
Hallum states: "In 1827 biR right to a third term 
in Congress was warmly and ably contested by his 
old townsite partner, Robert C. Oden, who was 
ably supported by Robert Crittenden, another Olle 
of the town-site partners. The Democratic party 
was then centering on Gen. Jackson. and party 
lines were drawn to their utmost tension. These 
contests often drew after them a hi...,tory and record 
of blood. COllway was a man of great ability, 
spirited, sensitive, chivalrous and fearIesR. 1erhaps 
to a fault; certainly so in the light by which these 
things are viewed at the present day. He was as 

honest as he was roark" in tho expression of ~} 
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conviction. that Critt0nden bad gone farther than 
his relatioll1-. warranted in the support of Oden; 
and that the zeal and ability displaY0d ill the effort 
to defeat his electioll, was fraught with more than 
political significance, and chall0ngPIl him to atoIle 
for it on the field of honor. This challpngo fol 
lowed immediately on tll<:' hee-l of his elpction to a 
third term. Orittenden, too, was a man of dannt 
less courage and exaltell ahility, but it is said by 
contemporaries with much force and plausibility, 
that his support of O(len did not warrant the ex 
b'ernes embraced in Oonway's convictions, and, 
therefore. he re1'lie(l to the challenge in the f01 
lowing coneiliatory language: 

" '1\Ir. Conway, you have been elected by the 
people three times to serve them as their delegate 
in Oongress; you ha\'e served th0m two t8l'ms with 
honor to yom'self and satisfaction to them; they 
now have superior claims on you. Go and discharge 
this obligation to the p00ple, and when you return, 
if nothing short of what you now demand will 
satisfy yon, I will then meet your demands.' 

" Oonway theI1 1'ubli...,he(1 him as a coward, and 
cut off all honorable accommodation but the field. 
]Haj. Wharton R0ctor, of the United States army, 
acted as the friend of 1\11'. Oonway, and 001. Ben 
Desha as the friend of JUl'. Crittell<10n. The duel 
was fought on October 20, ] 1)27, on an island in 
the 1\'Ii:-'9issippi, opposite the mouth of White 
River; tradition sapl John ,J. Orittendpn, long a 
distinguishe-d fo>enatol' in Congref-l9, was present; 
Rubert waR his protegA and youngest brother. 
Gov. Elias N. Conway inform-; th0 author that 
there was a serious misundprRtanding of til0 cart01, 
""hieh (it if-lclaimed by the friends of Mr. Conway) 
Fav0cl thp life of his adv0rsary and sacrificpJ his 
own. "\Vhal'ton Rpctor nnderstood the backs of 
the principals were to face until the word, . Fire! ' 
"when they W01'0 to wheel balf round to the right 
and fire. Dpsha understood they were to stand 
with their right sides facing, and were not to move 
out of th0ir tracks before firing (this was the way 
they fonght), 10aving Orittenden the a1lvantage of 

j 
thp mpt borI in which be had b0en instructc>d, and 

Conway the reverse. .. Conway', pieloJ exploded an instant in advance 

of his adv0l'sary's and the lint fipw from the br0ast 
of 1\11'. Crittenupn, the hall paRsing through thp 
laplwl of bifo> coat withont inflicting any injury. 
This can9flc1 Col. Dflsha to lean forward in great 
anxiety and ask. • Mr. Orittenden, are you seri 
oURly hurt!" to which he repli0il in the negativp, but 
saiJ. 'I fear I have killpcl Mr. Oonway,' who 
reeled and f011 the next moment, pierced through 
the body, from which he died eleven days aft0r 
ward. He was a noble sp0cimen of intellectnal 
and physical manhood, and fell a dpeply regretted 
sacrifice to the false teachings of the times in whi('h 
he liv0d. He was never married." 

Th0 following is the account, in substance, of 
a fight which took place between Hogan and Scott 
in Ib28, as given by J. R. Homer Scott: ,. A gen 
eral 01ection coming on, Col. Ambrose H. Sevier, 
a Democrat, announced himseIf as a candic1ate for 
delegate to Oongress, with Judge Andrew Scott, a 
Whig, and one or more opposing candidates. 
Geu. Edmund Hogan, a Democrat. and others be 
came candidates for the Territorial legislature. 
During the canvass a barbecue was given, which 
was at the time represented as giv0n by Col. Sevier, 
or his friends, for the plll'pose of influencing or 
buying votes; the report being eirculated to injure 
the prospects of Sevier, created much feeling with 
his friends. Hogan, a warm personal and political 
friend of Sevi0r, being greatly incensed by the re
port, and beli(wing Judgs Scott, one of the oppos
ing candidates, to be the author of it, immediately 
went in search of him, and on May 31, 1828, 
found him in company with David E. McKinney 
and other friends in the store of J obn McLean, 
on the west side of Main Street. in Little Rock, 
and in a very hasty, haughty, imperious and alto 
gether menacing manner, demanded of Scott an 
instant retraction, to which the latter very indig
nantly repli0d: 

,. , Gen. Hogan,I have on several occasions stated 
heretofore, that this l'eport so circulated as ema
nating from me, was most positively and infamous
ly false in every particular, and I say to yon here, 
sir, that your manner of approaching and addreRs 

ing me on the subjpct, is very ungentlemanly and t 
insulting.' ,Vh0reupon Hogan :struck Scott Bnd 
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felled him to the floor, partially upon some sack;.; of 
coffee. Scott, upon arising, drew the "pear frolll 
his cane, Hnd, throwing his left arm arounL1 the 
large and corpulent form of Hogan, with his right 
hand thrnst the spear three or four times into his 
body. Hogan being a large and muscular man. 
weighing from 2GO to BOO pounds, wrenched the 
spear from the hand of Scott, who was a smallman, 
weighing only 1;30 pounds, and maJe onf' thrust at 
him without injury, and then fell to the floor and 
expired. Scott then surrendered to the marshal. 
was taken before a judge of the court. where. upon 
examination and investigation of the matter, he 
was acquitted upon the ground of self-dflfense." 

This, however, was not a duel, but it deserves 
mention along with the duels, as characteristic of 
the hitter animosities that grew out of the politi
cal controversies of i hat day. It seems, however. 
that much more honor was then exercised between 
bitter political enemies than at the present. In the 
pioneer days they met their antagonists face to 
face, openly and boldly. 

Hallum's History, in giving the biography of 
the celebrate<l Chester Ashley, says: "In 1828 a 
desperado named J ehn Garrett conceived great 
animosity to 001. Ashley, without just cause or 
provocation, and publicly announced on the street 
that he intended to kill him on sight. He took up 
a position on the street corner overlooking Col. 
Ashley's residence, and maintained it two or three 
days awaiting the exit of his intended victim. 
Col. Ashley, to avoid collision with such a charac
ter, and the inevitable to shed the blood of a fel 
low mortal, kept his house until the third day, 
when, as he supposed, the desperado had retired. 
Laboring nnder this impression he crossed over to 
the Gazette office, but Garrett observed the move 
ment and followed in hot pnrsuit, pi'3tol in hand, 
unobserved by his intended victim. In the overt 
act of executing his threat, he forced the door of 
the Gazette office and entered, but Col. 'Yoodruff 
observed him in time to grapple him before he could 
do any great violence. He fired at 001. Ashley 
and missed him; was himself shot, and died in a 
few hours, but the question as to who shot him has 
always been a disputed one."j 
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Mr. Hallum, in his biography of Charles F. Thl. 
Noland, says: "He espoused the Orittenclen party, 
and wrote many giftpd and spirited communications 
to the Ad vocate, which attracted much attention 
throughout the Territor), at the time. These earlier 
communications Wf're published under the nom de 

plume of Devereux. Later in life he wrote under 
the nom dp plume of Pete Whetstone. At the time 
the Devereux letters appeared, 'Y illiam Fountain 
Pope, nephew and secretary to Gov. John Pope, 
lived in Little Rock. He was an impubive, ardent 
Democrat, and wrote for the press over his own 
signature, and with much zeal attacked the doc
trines advanced hy Devereux. This lpd to caustic 
criticism and the dueling ground. I am informed 
by contemporaneons authority, which has every 
appearance of credibility. that young Pope threw 
down the gauntlet and cut off all resources but the 
fieldj and that Noland, contrary to the expectations 
of his friends, replied in a mild spirit, inviting, 
or rather leaving the way to conciliation open, but 
neither retracting nor apologizing for anything 
which had appeared under the name of Devereux. 
Young Pope treated the conciliatory spirit of his 
adversary with an air of haughty disdain, and 
denounced Noland in press as a coward. Fatal 
mistake! Of all the proud spirits that ever ani
mated an age of chivalry, Noland's was th", least 
likely to suffer his manhood thus to be buried under 
the odium cast at him. This could lead to but one re 
suIt, the dueling pistol supplanted the pen. Much 
controversy has been indulged by correspondents 
in the public press as to who were the seconds of 
the parties, and as to where the duel was fought. 
After examining it all, the author is inclined to the 
opinion that it was fought in the then province of 
Texas, at a place known as Lost Prairie,' all FebI 

ruary 5, 1831, and that Maj. Tom Scott was the 
second of Pope, and' that Dr. Nimrod :Menifee 
was the second of Noland. At the command, 
I Fire!' the pistols exploded simultaneously. Pope 
fell mortally wounded; Noland was not touched. 
Pope was carried from the field to Wa<;hington, in 
Hempstead County, nnder the care of a surgeon, 
and thence to Little Rock, where he dieJ June 17, 

l 
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,Yilliall1 F. POP8, a n"lative of William Fonnt 
ain Pope. now living in Little Rock (18S\I), and 
haUl whom JUl'. Hallum allegps, that he got th8 
foregoing illfOl'matioll, now correctR himself by 9ay 
iug that he thinks th8 duel waR foug'ht on what 
was then nentl'al gronn(l, neal' the TexRR liuE', the 
place being the same, howE'ver. Noland was a cit 
izpn of Bah'sville. 

It will be obsprvE'd that with the exception of 
the dUE'l bet\V8E'n POpE' and Noland, and perhaps 
the killing of Watkins, all of these difficulties 
arosE' and were adjusted according to the customs 
of thE' times, prior to 18~O. and all before Arkan
sas becamE' a State; aIRo that in E'very inl'ltance one 
or mOI'E' of the mo:-,t prominE'ut and able pioneer 
settlers, politicians or lawyers. were connected 
with the tran9actiolls, and that all of them took 
place duril1g the first fifteen years of the existence 
of Little Rock as a town. 

There was another duel, however, which took 
place much later. This was between Gov. John 
S. Roane and Gen. Albert Pike. In 1S-i-6 Pike 
raised a company of cavalry which waR attaclwd to 
CuI. Yell's regiment in the ~le:\ican 'Yar. After 
the battlp of Buena Vista, where Col. Yell fell, 
Pike puhlisheu SOUle canstic criticisms on the con 
dnct of the war, which cauRed much friction and 
resulted in the duel here related. The duel was 
fought in August, ] 848. on the sandbar in the 
Arkansas HiYer, in the Indian Territory. opposite 
Fort Smith, Thp grOLlnd was stepppd off and 
position~ chosen by lot. Pikp faced up stream 
and Roane down, The distance was ten paces; 
bvo shots ·were fired by each party, but all without 
injury, and Roane. the challE'nging party, demand 
ell a third, when a controversy arose lwtween the 
spconds which l'esnltpd in stopping the proceerl 
iIlO"s, The parties thpn retirE'd to a ban(lnet held in 
F~,t Smith, and the combatants afterward became 
firm frjpmls. Happily the day of settling Jiffi 
cultiC's by thp harharouH methon authorizE'c.l by the 

('or/I-' durllo has passed away. 
OthC'y towns and villagE'S exist in Pulaski Coun 

h, amollg which is Argpnta, an incorporated place 
o'f about 1. ;jO() inhahitants, on the north side of 

tllp rive!', <..1irectly opposite Littlp Rock. It has 
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gl'OWIl almost wholly '"lincA thA Civil \rar. aml con 
tains mallY fil1l-l buildings awl l'esiJE'nces, sf\veral 
manufacturing estal)lj~hmpnts, a numlwr of hotels, 
also churches and school hanseR, railroad machine 
shops, stoch>yards, lumber yards and the usual 
number of storeR and other busilles") entprpri-,es in 
a town of its size. It may he considered a subnrb 
of LIttle Rock, and when the pvpl1lation of the 
latter city is estimated Argpnta is generally inclnd 
ed. It lies much lower than LittlE' Rock. Many 
laborers of the latter place reside in Argenta. LFor 
the manufactories of Argenta see under head of 
" manufactories" in Little Rock. ] 

Asiue hom Little Rock and Argenta there are 
no towns of considerable size in Pulaski County. 
,Jacksonville is a small village with a few busines") 
houges, located on the Iron Mountain Railroad, 
about thirteen miles northeast of Little Rock, and 
McAlmont is a station on the samE' railroad, about 
seven milE'S northeast of the city. Sweet Home, 
,yrightsville, \Y oodson and Hensley are stations 
anci villages on the Little Rock, Mississippi & 
Texas Railroad, below Little Rock City. Mabel
vale and Alexander are small towns on the Iron 
Mountain Railroad, southwest of Little Rock. 
Warren Station is on the Little Rock & Fort Smith 
Railroad, about ten miles northwest of the capitol. 
N pimeyer and Galloway are stations east of Little 
Rock, on the Altheimer Branch Hailroad, These 
stations and villages and othpl' points in thE' county 
are provided with postoffices, Each have one or 
more Rtores, and some have a school house and one 
or more churches. 

During pioneer tim pc; in this county there was a 
small clas8 of individuals, who with propriety might 
have been called itin8rant or traveling school 
masters; master heing the term then used in~teaJ 
of teacher. One of these individuals would find a 
settlement where enough children existed within 
reasonable proximity to constitute a small schooL 
Visiting the parents and guardians he would or 
ganize a "subscription school," usually agreeing 
to teach a term of thrE'e months' duration for a 
stipulated price per pupil. After havil1g obtained 
enough subscribers to snpport a small school consist

ing of from fiftoon to thirty pupils, this traveling t 
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educator would begin his school, hoard round with 
the patrons) teach for the time agreed upon, and 
then pass on and find another settlement, where he 
would in like manner organize and teach another 
school, and thus keep himself almost continually 
employed. An old surviving pioneer says that 
though they were all strangers, they wen' always 
honest and gave satisfaction as teachers. As they 
kept constantly on the move, it was seldom that 
one of these teachers was employed twice in the 
same place. By the time the settlers could afford a 
second term of school the fir8t tf'acher had usually 
passed out of their reach. and his place would be 
filled by another stranger. The country had to 
depend upon 8ubscription schools entirely,until the 
present free schoul system was established since 
the close of the Civil 'Val'. A few academies or 
colleges were established early in the towns and 
cities. 

According to J. R. Homer Scott, Jesse Brown 
was the first •• schoolmaster" who taught in Lit 
tIe Rock, and the names of his male pupils in his 
first school were Ohm'lE's P. Bernard, Robert and 
Chester Cunningham, ,Yilliam E. Ashley, Gordon 
M. Peal', George C. "'atkins, Nathaniel Dennis, 
,yilliam and Jefferson Smith, Ezekiel Markus, 
James Scull, Theopolis Pritchard, Robf'rt ,Yo 
Johnson, Jordan Embree, John C. Peay and the 
informant, J. R. Homer Scott. None of these 
are now living except the last two named. Mr. 
Brown's female pupils were ~Irs. 'Villiam F. Pope 
(formerly Mary G. Peay), Mrs. J(jseph Newton 
(formerly Arabella Bertrand), Mrs. fSarah Duff 
(formerly Sarah Cunningham), M1'8. Peter Hanger 
(formerly Matilda Cunningham), 1\1rs. BE'njamin 
H. Campbell (formerly Eliza Scott), ~Irs. Hen 
rietta Savage (formerly Miss Cunningham), J\Irs. 
G. D. Boydston (formerly Mary Clarissa Bates) 
and ~Ir8. 'William E. Woodruff, SI'. (formerl~ Jane 
Mills). :None of these were living in 1'->8;), when 
Mr. Scott published the foregoing information, 
except Mrs. 'Woodruff and Mrs. Boydston. 

No free schools existed until the present public 
school system was inaugurated since the close of 
the Oivil 'Yar. The following statistics taken from 
the repol t of the State superintendent of public 

instruction, for the year ending June ;3(), 181.lS, 
will :-lerve to show how the schools are progressing 

in PulaHki County: 
Schola,.,tic population: 'Vhite, males, 3,981; 

females, 3,742; total. 7,728; colored, males, 4, 13~L 
females, J, 033; total, 8,1 U ..t Total white and 
colored, 15,017. NumbE'l' of pupils taught ill the 
pulJlic schools: White, males, 2, ~~-1; females, 
2,2;)7; total. 4,521; colo1'e<.1, males, 2,230; female~, 
2,1300; total, .4:, ;)30. Total white and colored. Q.071. 
Number of district!:>, J:3; number reporting, BU. 
Number of teachers emploYE'd: ~Iales, 84-; females. 
50; total, 10-1. Average monthly salaries: First 
gra<lE', males, $00; fE'malE's, $-1:3; second grade, 
males, $..W; females. $:3'7.30; third grade, males, 
$:33; females, $30. Amount expended for the sup 
port of the schools: For teachers' salaries. $3-1, .. 
87..1:.86; for building and repairing, $9.151. 39; for 
treasurer's commissions, $1.617.75; total, &\65,64040. 

According to the figures rnentioneil 58 ~ per cE'nt 
of the white, and 35~ per ceut of the colored 
scholastic population attended the public schools. 
This is a very low per cent, and tends rather to 
show that the free school system is not as well 
patronized as it should be. A large percentage, 
however, or the children of school age in the city 
of Little Rock attend the colleges and high or 
select schools. 

ThE' frE'e schools in the city of LitHf' Hock are 
named and located as follows: Forest Gl'ove. Rec~ 
tor Avenue and Fifth Street; Fort Steele, State. 
between Twelfth and Fifteenth; Peabo(ly, GaiuE's, 
betwepn Fourth and Fifth i Scott Street High 
Schoo1. southeast corner of Scott and Fourtf'enth; 
Sherman, on ShE'rman Street, between ~eventh 
and Eighth. Colored free schools: Arsenal, on 
Sherman, between Eighth and Ninth; Capital Hill, 
corner ,yol£e and ,Yest ElevE'nth; Union High 

School, State. between Sixth and t)eYenth. These 
schools are all supplied with good buildiugc;, 
mostly large brick structures. and all necessary 
appliances. 

Little Rock UniYE'l'sit)", all illPtitntion of decic.led 
merit, was incorporated under the laws of Arkallsa~ 
June I). 1883, the body corporatp consisting of 

Bi"hop H. W. 'Yarren, D. D.; Rev. R. S. Rust. 

http:1.617.75


,..(~ 
~ 

@ .. t .. 
~@4~~----------------------------------------------________________________________________-=d~==~~~ 

~ 408 HISTORY OF 

LL. D ; Rev. J. C. HartzE'll, D. D.: Rev. George 
W. Gray, D D.; Revs. T. B. Ford, O. R. Bryant, 
'Y. J. Simmons, D. H. Upchorch, R. U. Motel', 
G E. Cunningham and W. H. \V. Rees, and l\1eRsrs. 

F. Carland, William G. Whipple, G. H. Smith, 
Logan H. Roots an 1 J. H. Barton. 

The university is located on Lincoln Avenue 
near the Union Depot, and has a campus of eight 
een acres on the bluff. JOU feet above the Arkansas 
River. The grounds are spacious and ornamental, 
and the builJings commodious and well arranged. 
The university hall was dedicated February 23, 
1884. It is substantially built, and of beautiful 
proportions. By the generosity of the late Dr. J. 
H. McLean. of St. Lonis, th€' towel' is furni:-:,hed 
with a costly clock. A neat cottage for the nse of 
married students has been erected on the grounds. 
A library containing about 1, 000 volumes, and a 
wpll arranged museum is connected with the uni
versity. 

Substantial board is furnished to students at 
$~. 50 per week, or by joining a club yoang men 
can obtain satisfactory board at $1. 50 per week 
The faculty, of which Rev. Alfred Noon, A. 1\1., is 
president, is large and competent. The institu 
tion at present offers a collegiate course in libsral 
arts, leading to the degrees of B. A. and B. S.; a 
college preparatory course, an English course, a 
Normal course and two Biblical conrses. It is 
also provided for instruction in instrumental anu 
vocal music, in drawing and painting, and in elo
cntion, and has in affiliation lectureships of the 
Little Rock law class. 

In addition to the English, Latin and Greek 
and the French and German langllages are taught. 
The institution offers great advantages to pupils 
of both sexes, and no better opportuoities for ob
taining an education can be found; besides the 10 
cation is both pleasant and healthful. 

Arkansas Female College was chartered many 
ypars ago for the purpose of enabling parents in 
Little Rock to edllcate their daLlghters withont 
sending them away from home. For a long series 
of yp.arti the college occupied the building known 
aR the Albert Pike property, at 4,1 1 East Seventh 
Street. This property having changed hands 1'8 
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cently, the collf'ge has been moved to the south. 
west corner of Fourteenth and Rock Streets, 
where it is still umll:lr the management of Mrs. 
Myra U. \Varner. who ha~ been tho able and effi
cient principal thereof ever sincB it was e:-,tab 
lished. This flchool has been very useful, has 
been largely patronized, and has accomplished 
much good in educating the young ladies of the 
city. It has also had a considerable patronage 
from the country, and its doors stand open to all 
persons desiring to avail themselves of its advan 
tages. 

The Medical Department of the Arkansas Indus 
trial Univelsity is located at Little Rock. Recogniz 
ing the necessity of a medical college in Arkansas, 
a num bel' of prominent physicians in Little Rock 
met in 1879 for the purpose of organizing and es
tablishing such a college. After formal organiza
tion they were allowed by the trustees of the Ar
kansas Industrial University (located at Fayette
ville, vVasbington County) to assume the naille 
heauing this article. This action was afterward 
confirwed by the legislature, with the stipUlation 
that the State should in no way become responsi 
ble for aoy expense in establishing or maintaining 
the department; hence it follows that the name 
implying a connection with the university hel'ved 
only to introduce the new enterprise to the public. 
The first annual announcement and prospectus was 
sent out in July, 1870, and soon thereafter the 
present building used by the college was pur 
chased. It is a three story brick structure, with a 
stone front, and now contains two general lect
ure halls, a very large and well ventilated dissect
ing room, proviued with the proper conveniences 
for obtaining a thorough knowlpdge of anatomy. 
It is located on the south side of Second Strept, 
between Main and Louisiana. 

The originators and organizers of this institu
tion had to overcome many obstacles ill their way, 
and for the first five years after it was founued the 
receipts were not quite sufficient to defray the ex 
penses; but since that perioJ the patronage has so 
inf'l'eased, and the snccess become so satisfactory, 
that the college is now on a solid financial basis. 
The department auspiciously closed its tenth school 

'1 
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year, and at this time the eleventh is in seSSIOn. 
The whole number of matriculates for the first five 
years was 131, and the entire number of gradllates 
for the same time thirty three. The whole number 
of matriculates for t he next five years was 303, and 
the whole number of graduates seventy six; thus 
making the aggregat8 of matriculates 436, and 
graduates IOU. The faculty iR large and very able, 
and entirely competent to give the young men of 
Arkansas ana otber States a thorough medical 
education, thus obviating the neces~ity of going 
abroad to recei ve such education. 

The board of trustees consists of J. A. Dibrell, 
Jr., 1\1. D .. Little Rock; 'Yilliam 1\1. Lawrence, 1\1. 
D., Batesville. Independence County, and 'W illiam 
Thompson, 1H. D., Little Rock. The faculty is as 
follows: P. O. Hooper, 1\.1. D., emeritus, practice 
of medicine; Edwin Bentley, 1\1. D., institutes and 
practice of surgery; James A. Dibrell, Jr., M. D., 
general, descriptive and surgical anatomy, and 
president of faculty; A. L. Breysacher. 1\1. D., 
obstetrics and diseases of women and children; 
John J. McAlmont, M. D., materia medica, thera 
peutics, hygiene and botany; James H. Southall, 
1\1. D., practice of medicine; Roscoe G. Jennings, 
1\I. D., clinical surgery and dermatology; W. G. 
1\Iiller, M. D., medical chemistry and toxicology; 
L. P. Gibson, 1\1. D., demonstrator of anatomy; 
T. E. lVfurI' ell, M. D., ophthalmology and otology; 
James H. Lenow, 1\1. D., diseases of genito urinary 
organs; Claibourne ,YatkinR, 1\1. D., physical diag 
nosis and clinical medicine; Louis R. Stark, M. D., 
gynrucology; John 'Yaters, M. D., institutes of 
medicine; F. L. French, 1\1. D., prosector of anat
omy; "V. U. Simons (United States Signal Service), 
m eteorol ogy. 

Little Rock Commercial College was fonnded 
in 187-t, by Prof. Aaron Bales, who began on a 
small scale, and with the aid of a strong corps of 
teachers, including the present president, built up 
a large and flourishing school. He made wise and 
liberal pruvisions for the growth of the college by 
securing for its use the pleasant and convenient 
quarters it now occupies, at No. 203§ l\Iain Street, 
in one of the finest buildings in the State. On 

property of the college, and was elected president 
by its hoard of directors. The school Las acqnired 
a goml standing all OVPI' the Southwe~t, and has 
annually prepared a large nUInber of young per
!-ions for the counting room. The faculty consists 
of 1\1. A. Stone, president; J. A. 'Willis, penman· 
sLip, book keeping and mathematics; E. O. J oim· 
son, commercial law; \Y. J. Terry. civil govern
mf'nt and political economy; anJ George 1\1. Hod 
ges, telegraphy and elech-ical sciences. 

In 1877, 1\Iiss l\Iary Harrell established a lim· 
ited select school in Little Rock. and has taught 
it successfully ever since. It i'3 located at 20n 
Rock Street. 1\li,>s Harrell is a graJuate of east
ern colleges, and is competent to give her pupils a 
thorongh education. 

St. Edward' 8 Parochial School is located on 
the north west corner of Ninth and Ferry Streets. 

The colored people of Little Rock have the fol
lowing educational institutions: Arkansas Baptist 
College, located on Chester near Fourteenth; 
Philander Smith College, corner Eleventh and 
Izard; St. Paul Lutheran SchooL No. 120J Rock 
Street. Other schools of Little Rock have been 
mentioned in connection with certain churchps. 
The city is so well supplied with free schools and 
collegiate institutions, that no one need to go 
abroad to fit himself for any occupation or profes 
sion in life. 

To the Baptists belongs the honor of erecting 
the first house of worship ill Little Rock, it Leing 
a log· cabin ,. meeting house" which stood" in the 
woods," on Thinl Street, about where the Rossner 
brick building now stands. This was in a very 
early day in the history of the city, and the church 
then organized has long been disbanded. Another 
organization known as the "Old Eighth Street 
Baptii:it Church" had an existence for many years. 
The present Fir~t Baptist Church seems to have 
originated in September, 1')SO. by the consolida 
tion of the old Eighth Street and the Central Bap 
tist Churches, when the membership was only 
seventy-three. In Novemher, 1~S3, Dr. S. Corne
lius accepteJ a call and took cbarge as pastor. In 
February, 18'H, property was purchased on ~inth 

January 1, 1880, 1\1r. 1\1. A. Stone purchased the and Louisiana Streets, and a chapel flrected there t 
,.... ., 
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on. On May 31, 188~, the COln8l' stone of thp 
new edifice of the First Baptist Church was laid 
with appropriate religious ceremonies. It is llOW 

in process of erection on the southeast corner of 
Louisiana and Twelfth Streets, and will probably 
be completed by the time this work reaches the 
reader. The strncture is of red brick with blue 
native granite foundation, and trimming of Ala
bama stone. The- style is Romane-sque. The 
building has an pxtreme length of 110 feet and a 
width of seventy feet. The auditorium will seat 
350 in the pe-ws, and the Sunday school apartment 
will seat alruost as many. The two rooms are 
separated by sliding uoors twpnty feet high, so 
that the speaker can be seen from evel'y part of 
the building. ¥ ;.;, * Thpre are ladies' parlors, 
pastor's study, young men's re,ading room and 
other necessary rooms included in a modern church 
builJing. [Extract from Arkansas Baptist. J Rev. 
J. K. Pace is pastor of this church, and the mem

bership is about 282. A large Sunday f-lchool and 

the usual societies arf' connected with thf' church. 


The organization kllown as the Second Baptist 
Ohurch was constituted February 10. 1884:, with 
eleven original memhers. .For a time they wor
shiped in the court room, being supplied with 
preachers by the State Board, until the Eighth 
Stl'et't Church sold their house at the corner of 
Loui,.,iuua anel Eighth Streets to the new organiza 
tion. the memben, dissolving and going into the 
new church, which henceforth occupied the old 
house of the Eighth Street Church. January 1, 
11)83, Rev A. B. 1\li11er assumed pastoral cLargp 
under whom a large amI regular congregation has 
bel?n built up, and the mem bership is now nearly 
300. The present new church edifice was formally 
opened for worship on the first Sunday in October, 
1'38(3. It stand~ on the f-loutheast corner of Louis 
iana and Eighth. It is a large frame builaing, ve 
neered with brick and hpnce to all appparances it-, 

a brick I?difice. It is large and comnh)(liou'-l, hay 
iIlg an auditorium, Sunday school ro 1m, parlor, 
reception room, dining room and kitcLell. The 
auc1itorium is suppbed with 300 chain." the Sun 
clay school room with 3()0, thus furnishing seats 
for 800 peopll? when the two apartments are thrown 
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togf'thpr by opt'nillg the foilling uoors between 
them. The Sunday school, with about 150 mem
ben;. the Ladipb' Aid Society, the Ohildren's Aid 
Society, anu the Mito Society, are important aux· 
iliaries to the good work being d01l1? by the church. 
This church hat; a mission work and Sunday~school 
on the corner of Ringo and Thirteellth Streets. The 
Sunday school has ahout fifty scholarb, and White 
Walker is superilltenuent. 

Other Baptist Churches in Pulaski Oonnty, pas 
torf, and membership are as follows: Alexauder, 
Hev. J. S. Hamilton, If); East Union, Rev. S. P. 
Dcwis, JU; Landmark, Rev. James Adams, 35; Pine 
GrovE', Rev. J. B. English, 15; Pilgrims' Rebt, 
no pastor, 28; Argentine, organized in 188-1, by 
Rev. W. A. Olark, editor of the Arkansas Baptist, 
Rev. Owen, present pastor; Friendship, at J ack
sonville, Rev..J. J. Saw) er, 4:0; Jacksonville, Rev. 
J. M. Stowell, 2~; Marvale, near Mabelvale, and 

'Maumelle, on Little Maumelle Oreek. 
There are four Baptist Churches in Little Rock 

among the colored people: First. east side of 
Gaines. south of SevE'nth; Second, west side of 
Ringo, south of Fonrteenth; 1\Iis"ionary. southwest 
corner of Third and Rector: Mount Zion, north 
side of Eightb, west of Victory_ 

There are also other colore(l Baptist churches at 
different points within the county. 

The history of the MethodiHt Episcopal Chnrrh 
and Methodist Episcopal Church, South, i" uated 
from an early period. A Methodist Episcopal 
Obnrch was organizpd at Little Hock about the 
ypar ] lome, and among its original members WE're 
Elbert H. Engli&h, Oharles P. Bertnmd, Barney 
Knighton, ,Yo P. Hatcliff, S. S. Sanger, Noah H. 
Badgett, Mrs. E. J. E. Langtree and others, all 
of whom wt'rf' intimately connected with tlw 0a1'l) 
history of the placf'. TIlE' original church edifice 
erected by them was a small bride strncture, which 
is "till fltanding on tlw north side of Second Htreet. 
on the weRt side of the alley between J'l1ain awl 
Louisiana t)trt'ets, and is now u"ed for the ~torag8 
of hardware. It was not the first church built in 
Little Rock, the Baptists h~ving built one prior 
thereto, but the organization is the only one of a 
religious denomination that has been perpetuated 

, 




11 
d~~~~________--______------------~J-~-~h 


, 

j 


-I-Or,1PULA8KI COUNTY. 1 
rr 

without intermission from its foundation to the 
present time. It continued unuer the name of 
Methodist Episcopal Church until after the con 
ferences and church organizations of this denomi 
nation of all of the 80uthern or slave holding 
States had withdrawn. in conseguence of the diffi 
culty which aro"e in the year 1~-U" at the general 
conference in New York, regal'ding the ql1estioll of 
slavery. or more particularly. that of bishops own 
ing slaves, and. organized a separate church, known 
as the :lUethodist Episcopal Church, South. the 
word "South" being annexed to distinguish it 
from the old organization. Bince then the church 
of Little Rock, the one in question, has been 
kno\vn by the latter name. ", At different times in 
its history its pulpit has been filleel by Revs. JUc
Kenzie. Bump, Ratcliff, "\Yinfiplcl., Anelrew Hunter, 
R, 1\1. Hunter, H. B. Frazer, Hearn, 'Vatson, God
den, Horace Jewell, and at present by the Rev. 
'Yesley G. Miller. 

In lSi\) the old church property was sold, and 
the site on the northeast corner of Center and 
Eighth Streets purcha~ed and the present edifice 
erected thereon. This has been pronounced to be, 
if llot the finest, the hanel~wmest and most con 
venient in its internal arrangements of any house 
of 'worship in the State. The membership is now 
about :350. A Bunday school has been connected 
"\, ith it throughout its existence. and the member 
~hip tbereof is llOW over 200. The following church 
societit-'s are au:\iliaries of the work: Young Ladies' 
Prayer l\Ieeting Society, Ladies' Aid Society, Lit
erary and1Hnsical Circle, ,roman's Missionary So
ciety and Obildren's Missionary Society. These 
societies have large rooms of their own in the annex 
of the main buihling, erected in 1Q87. Connected 
with the church al"o is a lUission and Sunday
school. organized in 1QS8, on the corIler of Tenth 

"The witlldnl\\ al from tll,· original church and tlte c" 
tablj ... hnwnt of tbe new or~'anization witll the word 
., South " anll(J'\ed a~ a disllll~uhllill~ mark. did llot 
cbange tile name of the J\1etll()di~t Epi'copal Church; 
lIenee the llames .. ~(lrth -:\IetllOflist," "Nortbl~rn Meth 
odi~ts" and ., Methodist Epis(',)pal Church. North," are 
all mi"'llOmers, The Uethodi8t Episcopal Church neVer 
confinE,d It~ work to tlle Xorth, neituer did it give up the 
territory of tile t:)outh until it was compelled to do so by 
tbe advocates of slavery; and since slavery bas been abol 
ished and the cause of contention ft'moveo. it has re·es

~ tahlisLed its work in all of the ~outhern States 
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and High Streets. The church it-. growing rapidly, 
and its contributions for aU purposes are large. 
Its property is valued at $23,000. 

Another organization of the Methodist Episco 
pal Ohurch, South, has a fine edifice on the corner 
of Fifteenth and Oenter Streets, in Little Rock, 
and a membership of about 230, with Rev, A. O. 
EYans as pa.stor. The church property of thi" or 
ganization is valued at $13,500. A Sunday-school 
in connection with the church iR regularly maiIl 
tained. The Maumelle Oircuit, Rev. E. Garrett, 
pastor, with a mewbership of nearly 300, is 
partially located in Pulaski County, and perhaps 
there are a few other organizations within thi'3 ter
ritory uelonging to outside circnits. All of thp~e 
form a part of the Little Rock District of the Lit 
tIe Rock Oonference of the 'l\Iethodist Episcopal 

Church, South. 
The l\Iethoclist Episcopal Ohurch has re estab

lished its work here since the close of the Civil 
War (mostly through the inRtrumentality of native 
Southern people), and it now owns the "Methodist 
Block, " on the east side of l\Iain Street. between 
Fourth and Fifth, with a large auditorium and 
other roomE> in connection therewith on the second 
fioor. The probable value of the property is $-H1
000, on which there is an indebtedness of $13.000. 
as reported by the last conference minutes. This 
is known as the :l\Iain Street Church. of which Rev. 
O. B. Besse is pastor. and which has a membership 
of 115. Ebenezer l\Iethodist Episcopal Church. 
located on Marshall Street between Twelfth and 
Thirteenth. has a membership of sixty eight. and 
church property valued at $~,500, Rev. G, H. Cos
per is pastor. Argenta Methodist Episcopal Church. 
locatl'd in the town of Argenta, has a membership 
of fifty-four, and church property valued at $1.32;'). 
The pastor is Rev. J. J. Beckham. Little Hock 
Circuit, Rev. 1. N. Bethany. pastor, comprises the 
following organizations in the southern and W(·-;t 

ern part of the county, viz.: Parker's Store. "C"p 
church Ohapel, * Rock Oreek, Cold Springs, Spring 
Valley and :l\Iount l\Ioriah. The lllem berbhip of 
this circuit is S8Yenty sevpn. and the church prop 
erty is yaluel! at ~1. ..1.00, These are all the 

,fIn Saline County. 
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M8tbodist Episcopal Churches among the whitE' 
peoplE' in Pulaski County. Those in the city and 
some in the country have Sunday school" and the 
usual aid societies connected with them. The 
1Hethodibt Episcopal Churches all belong to Little 
Rock District of the Arkansas ConferencE', of 
which Rev. T. B. Ford is presiding elder. Both 
the "l\Iethodist Episcopal Church, and the :l\Iethod 
ist Episcop:=tl Church, 8outh, are working hard to 
advance the cause of Christianity, There are 
several :Methodist Episcopal Church organizations 
among the colored people in the city and through 
out the county. They belong to a separate con 
ference. 

The First Presbyterian Church of Little Rock 
was organized in July. lS:ZCS, by Rev. J. W. 
Moore, who came here in January previous, as a 
missionary of the general assembly's board. 
There was then no Presbyterian Ohurcb in Arlmn 
sas Territory. His first services were held in a 
log school house, located a Rquare southwest of 
the new court house. From this place they wflnt 
from house to bouse until they erected their first 
church edifice near the corner of Main and Second 
Streets. This was used until the brick edifice on 
1\larkham Street, between Rock and Commerce, 
was el'ectE'd. This building burned down in 1SuB, 
after which the congregation worshiped in the 
Christian Church until their present structure was 
completed. The latter, a very large, ornamental 
and convenient brick building, standing on the 
northwe~t corner of Scott and Fifth Strel:'ts, was 
dedicated on Sunday, February 7, 1tlf3V, by Rev. 
E. 1\IcNair, then of Pine Blufl'. Father 1\100re, 
who organized thp church, waf, then living, but too 
feeble to attend. Hp has since closeu his earthly 
pilgrimage, having served more than forty years 
as a Preshytprian minister in Arkansas. Rev. 
Thomas R. 'Yelch, twenty fivE' years a pastor of 
this church, entered upon his uuties January 1, 
1SuO, and resigned becau':le of failing health in 
January, 1885, baving received u27 members dur 
ing his ministration. Among the ministers serv 
ing between the pastorates of RevH. Moore and 
'Velch, were Aaron 'Villiams and J. ]'. Green. 

• 4."..-_--.,._The present pastor is Rpv. T. O. Barrett, D. 
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D., and the membership is about 275. The ruling 
eWers are R. L. Dodge, Isaac Lawrence, Judge 
Joseph 'Y. Martin, R. B. Christian, Ben. f3. J ohn
son, 'Y. P. Campbell, Charles E. Nash and F. C. 
'''heeler. 'rbe deaconb are David Bender, George 
E. Douglas, J awes A. Fones, James Beatty, 
Thomas H. Jones and R. E. Douglas. 'V. S. 
1\IcCain is Sunday school superintendent and F. 
C. ,\'heeler, assistant Sunday school superintend
ent. Liberal contrilmtions are regularly made to 
the benevolE'nt objects of the cburch. A large and 
comfortable parsonage stands immediately north 
of the church edifice. The whole is a very valua 
ble and durable property. This society is nobly 
doing its share of Christian work. 

The Second Presbyterian Church was organized 
in April, 1882, and since that time it bas erected a 
large and handsome brick edifice on the northeast 
cornEll' of Fourth and State Streets. The pastor is 
Rpv. J. R. Howerton. A Sunday-scbool is con 
nected with the church, and both are in a prosper
ous condition. 

Cumberland Presbyterian Church in Little 
Rock was organized in Augm;t, 1870, by its pres
ent pastor, Rev. S. H. Buchanan, with seVPfi con
stituent members, and under his instr11lnentality 
its membership has grown to about 100. The 
first building it occupied was a small frame on the 
corner of Arch and ~eventh Streets, whera serv 
ices were held for fourteen years. Its present 
edifice, standing on the northeast corner of Louisi 
ana and Eleventh Streets, is a very fine brick 
structure of Lane gothic architecture, iR in perfect 
harmony throughout, and is complimented by all 
who love church architecture. Hev. Buchanan, 
who has been the constant pastor of tbis church 
~ince its organization, is a faithful, hard worker, 
and careflll of the intere'3tb confided to his trust. 
The SUllday school in connection with the church 
has about Ion scbolars. The Ladies' lHissionary 
~ociety and The Ladies' Aid Society are auxiliaries 
of the church work. Many prominent citizens of 
Little Rock are memberi'l, and no congregation 
stands higher. In the same inclo:5nre, and just 
east of the ch'U'ch, stands a very ample brick par
sonage. 'The contributions for the year ending in 
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the fall of 1888 averaged upward of $28 for each 
and every member. l\Iuch gool1 is being done by 
this chL11'cb organizati0Il. 

The first services held by the Christian denom
ination in Little Rock occurred in 1823, in a log
cabin on the corner of f:)cott and Fourth Str eeb3, 
and it was not until 1S-J.3 that the olu. Scott Street 
Church, or Clock Church was dp(1icated. This edi
fice served a long time, was used during the war 
as a hospital, and stood until recently. The pres 
ent church edifice, which was dedicated to the serv 
ice or God in SeptembE'r, 1887, stands on the 
southeast corner of Louisiana and Tenth Streets. 
It is comtructed of brick, and is a very beautiful 
and commodious house of worship. The member· 
ship is 200 or more, embracing upward of fifty 
families. The present pastor, Rev. T. J. Shelton, 
is a most earnest and energetic worker in the cause 
of Christianity, and through his efforts the church 
is prospering. Connected with the work of the 
church are a large Sunday school and. The Young 
People's Society of Christian Enueavor. 

The first German Lutheran sermon preached 
in Arkansas was delivered in 18G8. by Rev. M. 
,r)~nekan, at the residence of Motheir Peil, about 
five miles from Little Rock, when on his way from 
St. Louis to Fort Smith. The tirst meeting of the 
German Lutherans in Little Rock was held in the 
fall of 18G8, at the residence of Charles Miller 
(now deceased). 1\11'. J. 1\I. Reichart was the first 
chairman, and Charles F. Penze1. first secretary; 
J obn G. Geyer, George f:lh'atman, Fred. Kramer, 
Charles Miller, Alex. George, John ReigleI', J oLn 
Ermentrandt and othel'S were present at this meet 
ing. Soon thereafter the fir:,t German Lutheran 
Church in the city was organized. The first ser
mon preacbed here by a minister of this denomi
nation was <.Ielivered in the old Christian Church 
edifice on Scott Street. In the summer of 18GU, 
Rev. J. H. Neimann arrived flOm St. Louis and 
became the first permanent pastor of the church, 
holding services in the third Htory of the business 
block of Kramer & ThIiller (also the Masonic Hall). 
The corner stone for the first church edifice was 
laid October 31, 18GD, and by the following spring 
the house was completed and formally dedicated. 

A parochial school was then estau1ished and con
ducteJ by the pastor and a%istants. In the winter 
of 1'-573, the first pastor, Rev. Neimann. accepted a 
call to ClevelanL1, Ohio, and was succeedpd by 
Rev. A. D. Grief, from Texas. He was succeeded 
in 1b77 by Rev. Charles F. Obermeyer, from Mis 
souri, who served until recently. The f'ongrega 
tion is growing and numbers over ()OO souls, with 
from 350 to 400 communicants. The parochial 
school iH largely attended, as Ii:> also the Sunday 
school in connection with the church. The church 
was rebuilt in 1887. It stands on the northeast 
corner of Rock and Eighth Streets, and is a very 
large and handsome brick edifice. 

St. Paul's Colored Lutheran Church stands on 
the corner of Rock and Twelfth Streets. The Gel' 
man Lutherans constitute a v,'ry industrious, in 
telligent and Jaw abiding portion of Little Rock's 
citizens. 

Christ Episcopal Church of Little Hock was 
organized in t887, by Bi::,hop Leonidas Polk, and 
in 1843 the first edifice for its use was erected 
where the present one now stands, on the southeast 
corner of Scott and Fifth Streets. About the year 
] 872 the church building then in use, togpther 
with early records of the parish, was consumed 
by fire. A chapel was then erecteJ in which serv
ices were held until Easter, 18b/', wilen the pres
ent edifice was opened for use. This is a very 
large, handsome and commodious brick building, 
which cost $56, '100. Immediately south of the 
church, in the same inclosure, stands a beautiful 
and comfortable frame rectory, the construction of 
which cost $8.000, the material of the chapel 
having bpen used therein. The pal'i:-,h owns three 
city lots worth $2.000 each, which with the cost 
of the buildings makes the whole prop81ty worth 
at least ~/'O, 000. St. Paul' b Chapel, a :Mission of 
Christ Church, which is located on Eleventh Street 
between Ringo awl Cross, and that cost Sl,500, 
also belongs to the pari ,,11. 

The Yestry of 1843. the first one of which there 
is any record extant, consisted of L. H. Urea"e. 
S. 'Y.; Luke E. Barber, J. ",V.; L. I. Reardon. 
John ,1,'assell, John Hutt. John .AL1alll~on. C. Hap 
ley. F. M. Trapnall, D. Butler and ,Yo Prather. 
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The members of the present vestry are 1\1aj. R. H. 
Parham, :S. VV. j Dr. 'Y. A. Cantrell, J. VV.; Maj. 
John D. Adams. Dr. H. L. Stark, R. L. Goodrich, 
G. S. Brack, Capt. Sam. B. Adams, Capt. J. H. 
Harney, Prof. F. D. Clark, CoL R. J. Polk and 
C. H, Dolbeer. The past rectors of the pari~h 
have been Revs. Yeager, Dr. 'Wheat, P. O. Rob 
eft (Ro hert), T. B. Lee, H. H. MOl'e>I] ana T. U. 
Tupper. [Following Robert the list is correct, but 
prior thereto there may be one or two omissionh. ] 
Rev. ,Yallace Carnahan i~ the presE'nt rector, and 
Rev. J. E. H. Galbraith, assistant minister. The 
present membership of the church, including the 
mission work mentioned, is 560. The Sunday. 
school teachers and pupils number 4:20. The bap
tisms for the last year were thirty eight, the con
firmations fifty three, and the oifel'iogs amonnted 
to $1~, 1:31. OU. The parish is doing excellent 
work in the "Lord's Vineyard." In connection 
with thE' work are three Sunday schools, Mission 
ary Society. Laches' Aid Society, St. Andrew's 
Brotherhood, Young Ladies Guild and Chancel 
Society. 

1'rinity Cathedral (Episcopal) stands on ~pring 
:Street. near the corner of Seventh: nt. -Rev. H. N. 
Pierce, D. D., LL. D., bishop, and W. \\'. Ea'St 
erblook and J. L. Bprnt', canom; of the (liocese. 
AccordilJg to the report of the sixteenth ann ual 
council there were thirty f"even families, aggre
gatillg lIt) souls, belonging to this church, and 
the e~timated val ne of the church and grounds was 
$'-),000, an(l of other church property, St. Philip's 
1\lic;sion, $:3,000. 

Rev. J. E. H. Galbraith, of Christ Church, is 
tE'aching a classical 1'>chool for boys and young men, 
preparatory for college. The school is located in 
thE' office of the church buiJding. 

'fhe UongrE'gational Church of Little Hock 
was organized in lUay, 1~8-t, and Roon thereafter 
lots on the northeast corner of Eleventh and Main 
Strpets were pnrchasf'd. and a wooden chapel 
prected thereon. Rev. George Th1. Sanhorne was 
the first pastor, and the next was Rev. R. H. Reed. 
'fhe present pastor, RE'\'. D. H. Snowden, D. D., 
LJ...J. D., preachE'd his first sermon in J une, 1~8\f 
The church was organized with thirteen oobstit 
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uent ll1(:'011)('rs, and the membership now excee(ls 
100. Space llas ueell left on the corner weRt of 
the chapel for the erection of a more commodious 
edific(~, as soon at"! tht' society becomes aiJle, at 
which timC' the chapel will probauly be converted 
into a parsonage. A Sunday school, with about 
130 members, awl the "HanJ in Hana' , Laches' 
Aid Hociety, are cOllnected with this church. 

Little Hock' 8 Roman Catholic Church and St. 
Andrew's Cathedral deservf' more than ptu.,sing 
notice. The first mass in the city was said in the 
rear of Dugan7s store, in ] 8:10, the services being 
conducted by Father Donnelly. Little Rock was 
then under the jmisdiction of the hi~hop of St. 
Louis. The first Homan Catholic Uhul'(::h in the 
city was ereded in 18±~, on the ground now oc 
cupied by the Convent, and Father Joseph Rich 
ard Bo1e, a distinguished and devout Frenchman, 
was then the officiating priest. In 18-1-1 a Roman 
Catholic Church (frame) was erected on the north
east corner of Center aml Second f3treets, and was 
used for many years. Recently it served as the 
circuit court room and sheriff' 6 office. It was torn 
clown in August, 1880, and a large brick block 
now covers the ground. The corner stone of Bt. 
Anurew's Cathedral was laid in 1878, and work 
therf'on was cOllllllenced. It was dedicated in 
November, 18tH. It stands on the northeast corner 
of Louisiana and Seventh Streets, opposite the 
conventj is constructed out of Little Rock granite, 
alld is considered to he the finest church edifice in 
the southwest. It cost upward of $GO,OOO. Im
mediately north of it stallds the Bishop's palace, 
a largt' and handsome brick strncture. The mem 
bership of the catheural embraces upwaru of 200 
families, aggregating more than 1,000 souls, 
among whom are many of the leading hUElineos 
and profesRional men of the city. 

The head of the church in Arkansas is Rt. Rev. 
Edward Fitzgerald, the bishop of Little Rock. 
anel who presides over St. Andrew's CathedraL 
Attpnllant priests who make this city their head
quarters, and who officiate at the cathedral wht'n 
necessary, are FatherH T. F. O'Reilly, P. T. Mc' 
Cormick and 1\1. McGill. The growth of thA Homan 
Catholic Church in Arkansas in recent years has 
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been very rapid, for which much credit is due to 
Bishop Fitzgerald. Rt. Rev. Andrew Byrne was 
bishop of Little Rock until lbO/", when he was 
superseded by Bishop Fitzgerald. 

Charity Hospital (Catholic), located on East 
Second Street, opposite the oil mill, is ('onducteu 
by thE' Sisters of Mercy. Its establishment, which 
is of recent date, is largely due to the efforts of 
~Ir. Edward 'Y. Parker. It is opell to the people 
of Little Rock and vicinity, without regard to 
sectarianism. The German Catholic Church, on 
East Ninth Street, has a very large congregation, 
and has recently built a handsome ehurch edifice. 
Opposite St. Andrew's Cathedral, on the north
west corner of Louisiana and Seventh Streets, 
stand the fine buildings of St. :lUary's College, 
taught by the Sisters of Mercy. This school was 
founded about the year 1850, and is perhaps the 
oldest one in the city. St. Joseph's College for 
boys is taught in a pal't of the same building. It 
is also under the supervision of the Sisters. 

Hebrew Congregation B' N ai Israel occupies a 
large bl·jck synagogue at No. 204 Center Street, in 
Little Rock. It was erected in the year 5631 of 
the Jewish era. On its frontal are the words: "In 
Honor of the King of the Universe." 

Historical sketches of a portion of the churches 
mentioned were published in the fall of 1888 in 
the Arkansas Gazette, from the files of which, 
through the kindness of the proprietors, much 
valuable information has been obtained. Acknowl 
edgments for as-;istance are also due to the Ar 
kansas Baptist, and Arkansas Methodist, as well 
as to certain individuals. 

j 

The prespnt Young ThIen's Christian Associa
tion of Little Rock was organized in 188o, and 
now has about 350 members. The present offieers 
are Maj. P. K. Roots, presic1ent; J. R. Bettis, 
vice president; Capt. H. S. Taber, treasurer; H. P. 
Edmonson, recording secretary, and A. K. Perkins, 
general secretary. The rooms occupied. by the 
association are on the second fioor, on the north
west corner of Th1:ain and Fourth Streets, and con
sist of a reception l'oOW, parlor, social and reading 
rooms, secretary's office, gymnasium and hot and 
cold water bath rooms. In the reading ruom there 

are over 100 publications, consi~ting of daily 
and. weekly paperR and monthly, semi monthly 
arId quarterly magazines. A young mf'n' s meeting 
is held each Snnd.ay afternoon at 4 0' clock; the 
Bible·class meets every Monday night, and socials 
are frequently given. An instructor for the gym 
naMium has been eogaged. It is a rare privilege 
for young men thu-; to lllPet and receive hoth 
physical, mpntal and religions instruction. 

lUaj. John D. Adams. of Little Rock. stands 
out in striking characteristi('s a-; a son of the 
Southwest, distinguished for business talent and 
integrity of purpose. He was born in Dixon 
County, Tenn.. June 23, 1827. His father, Han. 
Samuel Adams, who was a native of Halifax 
County, Ya.. and born in 1505, afterward became a 
State senator. president of the senate, and, for a 
time, Governor of the State of Arkansas. In 1824
he married ThEss Rebecca ThIay. a native of Dixon 
County, Tenn., born in 180'1, and a daughter of 
John ,Yo May, who served as the captain of a 
company under Gen. Jackson. and was wounded 
in the battle of New Orleans. In the spring of 
1835 they emigrateJ. to Johnson County, Ark., 
where the mother died in 1b-!0. The father con 
tinued to reside in Johnson Connt~T until 1846, 
when he was elected treasurer of the State of 
Arkansas. and removed to Little Rock, where he 
made his home until the timf' of his death, the sad 
event occurring in February, 1~50. To their 
union "were born five sons and one daughter, of 
whom bnt two, the subject of this sketch (who is 
also the eldest of the family) and ThlartLa Izabella 
(now the wife of Dr. D. S. Thiills, of Pine Bluff, 
Al'k.) are living. John D, Adams wa q rearpj a 
farmer boy in Johnson Connty, Ark. His fatht'f 
being a man of superior ahilities gave his children 
the advantages of a practical education, consider
ing this one of the best legacies to leave them. 
and trained his children in the school of yiTtue 
awl industry. In 18-W, when bnt a lad of eight 
een years of age, John D. Adams volunteered for 
the Mexican ,rar, joining Company C. commanded 
by Capt. George W. Patrick, in Yell's mounted 
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l'E'gimE'nt, and at the expiration of his term of 
enliHilllent was honorably discharged at Uomargo, 
on the Rio Grande. His captain, in speaking of 
him. says: ., John D. Adams was a nohle Loy, a 
gallant soldier, and as true and noble a young man 
as I 8ver knew. He was my orderly sergeant, and 
was so faithfuL so competent, and so clever to all 
that evpry man in thp company lovecl him. In tht' 
battIp of Buena Vista he was struck on the arm hy 
a ball that did not penetrate his thick coat sleeve, 
but so bruised the flesh as to make a painful 
wound, the flesh sloughing and leaving a larg'e 
permanent scar. In Memphis, twenty two yean:; 
later, on my l'eturn from California, I again met 
him anc1l'equf'sted to see the wounded arm. He 
drew off his coat, rolled up his sleeve, and there I 
saw the scar as large and distinct as it was on his 
first recoyery; and I found more, that prosperity 
and distinction had not changed the heart of my 
young friend. He is not only a noble, true and 
splendid business man, but a wise onf' a useful 
man in every sense of the word." Such a tribute 
from his old neighbor and commander, thirty five 
years after their military service, coming, too, 
from one not unknown to fame. and of varied pub 
lic service, is one of which any man may justly 
feel proud. Maj. Adams was private secretary to 
Gov. Thomas S. Drew from 184:7 to the end of his 
term in 1830, and this worthy old Arkansan alway" 
spoke in terms of highest praise of Maj. Adams 
as a man of noble, generous heart, open hearted 
and sympathizing, and as useful a man as ever did 
business in Arkansas. But in writing a biography 
of IVraj. Adams we could not do better or Atate 
the case mol' I" accurately than hy giving the eulogy 
paid him by hi~ intimate friend, Gen. Albert Pike, 
who says: "I have known John D. Adams from 
his hoyhood. He sprvE'Cl a year in a regiment of 
Col. Archibald Yell on the mar('h to and in Mexico, 
being at the battle of Buena Vista, and returning 
to Arkansas when his term of enlistment expired. 
There, as has always been the case, he was liked 
by every OIle for his unvarying good humor, his 
fE-Relines"i to do a favor, and his nnstinted gen
erosity. Afterward he was for many year8 a mer
chant in Little Rock, dealing in general ruerchan

dise. He married and built a house at Little 
Rock, wlwrp he resided for a ppriod of several 
years beforp thA war hroke out betwepll the States. 
Not snecf'ssful as a merchant, he f'ngaged in 
steamboating, ownf'l' by hill1f',fllf, and in partner 
ship with Thompson Dean, of Cineinnati, during 
illl-UlY years, of boats running on the Arkansas 
Hive!' and from :l\1emphis to Little Rock, and Fort 
Smith and New Orll'ans, in which he di ...played 
large bUf3iness capacity, promptness and decision 
in action, great enterprise, courag'e and persever
ance in surmounting obstacles and overcoming 
difficulties_ When the f:jtate of Arkansas seceded, 
an attempt was made in the convention to confiscate 
the interests of Mr. Dean in theil' boats running 
on the Arkansas River, but the influence amI pop 
ularity of Mr. Adams defeated the attempt. The 
march of events put an end to his steamboat enter
prises, but he had in the meantime become a 
planter of cotton, and continued to be 60 during 
the war. His personal attenrion to this being 
only occasionally needed, he enterE'd the service of 
the Confederate States and was chief quarter 
master nndeI' Gens. Hindman and Holmes, with 
the rank of major, continui[]g in service until the 
close of the war, and proving himself to be an 
active, energetic, spirited and faithful officer. Sneh 
was bjs faith in the cause and his r)8votion to it, 
that almost at its close he invested the proceeds of 
his cotton in bonds in the Confederate States; but 
when th8 cause was lost and he ruined by it, 
he accepted the result with unflinching courage 
and indomitable good bumor. After the war he 
established the commission house of Dean, Adams 
& Goff, at New Orleans, making advances on and 
selling cotton. and again established a line of 
boats from Memphis to Little Rock and Fort 
Smith. Sinc8 then he has been fiscal agent of the 
State of Arkansas, proprietor of the Arkansas 
Gazette, and a large contrador for many years for 
carrying mails. Meeting with reverses at different 
periods, he has always recovered from tllem 
quietly. He now devotes himself chiefly to his 
business of mail contractor, managing bis steam

boat interests and cotton planting. He is prosper
ous, fortunate in his family, owning a beautiful 
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residence in Little Rock and disp€'nsing a lavish 
hospitality, always foremost in the support of all 
measures and enterprises for the h€'lJefit of his 
city or State, with ever open band allel ever gener 
ous heart. One sees at a glance, by his ('fed, 

pOl·tly iigl1l'e, frank. open countenanre and hearty 
laugh, that he is one who does not ppl'll1it the cares 
and vexation~ of life to harass and annoy him. 
Few men have displayed such resources as he 
under difficnlties and embarrassments. His perfect 
integrity, honesty, truth and honor, have always 
been his best friends awl enabled him to arise to 
his feet when prostrated by misfortune, under the 
preSR1.He of which others would have remained 
prostrate for life. His intellect is clear and alert, 
always enabling him to say and do that which is 
most to the purpose, and sure"'t to lead to success. " 
During his residence here, 1\Iaj. Adams has done 
as much as any other citizen toward the advance· 
ment of Arkansas. but being of a modest, unas 
suming disposition, he has shunned rather than 
sought public office. A descendant of those 
sturdy northern l'aces of England, t3cotland and 
heland, he has inherited all the traits of charac· 
tel' and sterliug integrity, the attributes of those 
people. He is in every respect a self made man, 
having begun at the bottom of the ladder and 
climbed steadily upward. At times, beset by ad 
versity which threatened to hurl him to the bottom 
of the chasm, his indomitable will which refused 
to bow to advt'rse rircumstances has carried him 
safely through. There is no greater pleasure in 
life than to look back ovpr a past usefully employed, 
and be able to trace our progress in such tokens 
as awaken nought but admiration and esteem. 
Such enjoyment is af'fonled in its fnlle">t meaSLue 
to Maj. Adams, and his eminently successful career 
in life is a wholesome example to the youth of the 
rising generation, for it shows how certain he who, 
crying "Excelsior," and pressing Inanflllly for
ward, will surely reap the reward. ~1aj. Adams was 
united in marriage with Miss Catherine Yei~er. a 
daughter of Dr. Daniel Yeiser, of Danville, Ky., 
and born ill JUan'h, 18~8. They were married at 
Little Rock, the beautiful wedding service of the 
Episcopal Church being performed May 2, 184:8. 

The l'f'sults of this union have heen fonr sons and 
one daughter, of whom but two still sUl'Yive, as 
follows: Samuel B. Adams {mernlwr of tbp firm of 
Ac1ams & Boyle, of Little Rock) and Dean Adams 
(secretary and manager of the Pulaski Gas Light 
Company, and the Little Rock Electric Light 
Company). 1\'Iaj. Adams and his estimable wife. 
as is also their son. Samuel, are respected m8rnbers 
of the Episcopal Church, in which Maj. Adams 
and his son officiate as \ estrymen, and of which 
organization Samuel is treasurer. They now re 
side in Little Rock, where they have a pleasant 
home, surrounded by the comforts of life, and 
enjoy in the sunset of their age the fruits of their 
early labors. In closing, Gen. Pike says: "He is 
withal a true and generous friend, a most kind ana 
genial man of rigbt royal nature, large hearted 
and forgi viug, in nothing bigoted or narrow or 
vainglorious. The State of Arkansas may well 
feel proud of him, and it will be a sad day for 
ruany Wh€'ll his kindly, generous heart shall cease 
to beat." 

111's. Marie Archer, of Little Rock. an estima 
ble and much respected lacly owes her natiyity to 
Berlin. Prussia. where her birth OCf'lll'red on No· 
vember 18. 1853, she being the daughter of Theo 
dore and Emily (Eckert) Strauss. The father was 
born in Berlin, in 1t-)20, but attained his growth 
elsewhere in the Kingdom. He was an expert book
keeper, and was in tbEl lumber business from early 
manhood in Berlin. He was married in that city, 
hy a famous Lutheran minister named Rtrauss, 
and to his union were born four children, three 
sons and one daughter, of whom our subject is the 
youngest. The children were all born in Berlin 
and are named as follows: 'Valdemar, Albert, 
Panl (who died when a child) and 1\1arie. The 
family moved to England when 1\1rs. Archer was a 
child, ancl her fathel' embarked in the commission 
business in London for about two years. after 
which he emigrated to America. leaving his ramily 
in London in order to educate the sons at Cam 
briage and Oxford Colleges, from which they have 
diplomas Theodore Strauss had to leaye Pru8sia 
during the Revolution, as he waf:> a RElpuLlican and 
opposed to the Crown. He came direct from 
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London to 8t. LouiR, ~10., and there engaged in 
hi:o old business, first as lumber dealer and after
wanl as lumber inspector for the city. Hi" wife 
followed to AlllE'rica at the close of the war, and 
there lived many years. Leaving St. Louis, Theo 
dore Strauss went to Malvern, Ark., where he 
joined hi~ sons in the 1umber business, and thE're 
died ill 1g83. The mother, Emily Eckert, was 
born in Berlin about 1824:. is stiIlliviug and r<:>sides 
at Little Rock with her daughter, MfR. Archer. 
J\Irs. Marie ArchE'r was married in St. Louis, Mo., 
in 1873. to \Yilliam B. Archer, and three children 
were the fruits of this 11 nion: Wallie B., Cora E. 
and Elsie M. Mrs. Archer came to Little Rock in 
July, 181)!), and engaged in keeping a private 
boarding house, in which business she has contin 
ned with successful and populal' results. ShE' is a 
memher of the Presbyterian Chtuch. The mater 
nal grandfathE'r was a Prnssian veterau, fought in 
the battle of ,Yaterloo as a lieutenant, and receivE'd 
the Iron Cross. On the Eckert side the family be
long to the nobility, and have in their posspssion 
a coat of arms. 

W. E. Atkinson, attorney general of Arkansas, 
was born in Shelby County, Ala., on July 24, 
Ib52, and is a son of 'V. \Y. and Barbara (Drake) 
Atkinson, natives of the same State. The father 
was a prosperous farmer in Alabama before the 
war, and during that event a strong sympathizer 
,yith the Confederacy. Both pareuts are now re 
siding at Falcon, in Nevada County, Ark, where 
thE' father is engaged in planting and commercial 
life. Five children were horn to their marriage, 
all of whom are living and are residents of Arkan 
sas. 'William E., the principal of this sketch, was 
reared in Arkansas, having come to thip State when 
only five years old, received his edncation at the 
pnblic and high schools of Arkansas, and also at 
the Falcon Academy. 'When nineteen years of age, 
he entered the law departmpnt of the \Yashington 
&, Lee University at Lexington, Va., under J ndge 
Brockenbrough and J. Randolph Tucker. Mr. 
Atkinson graduated from thifo> institution in the 
class of 1872, and located at Rosston, in Nevada 
County (then the county seat), remaining there 
until J877. Then removing to Prescott, he first 
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formed a partnerHhip with Col. Eel A. ,Varren, 
now e<1itor of the TpxarhlO(l Democrat. Hp was 
subsequently a pnrhwr of l\fr. T. E. W phhpr, the 
present pl'osecnting attorney of the Sevellth ju. 
dicial district, awl latpr with Mr. ,r. V. Tomp 
kins. At the pr(lseut timp he is in partnership 
with Messr8, ,Yo V. TompkinH and 1\1. \V. Greeson, 
the firm name being Atkinson. TOill!Jkins & Grpp
son. In politics Mr. Atkinson has alway~ voted 
tllP Democratic ticket, and has served as jUfltice of 
the peace of Caney Township, in Nevada Connty, 
and also as mayor of Prescott for one term. In 
the snmmer of 188'3, he was a candidate before the 
Democratic primaries for attorney general, and 
during the canvafiS had but onE' opponent, who, 
however, withdrew before the primaries, and at the 
convention Mr. Atkinson was nominated by accla
mation, and was elected on September 3 by a 
handsome majority. His first marriage OCCUlTed 
on May 14:, 18'1J, to l\Iiss Hattie \Yjlliams, of Fal 
con, Ark., by whom he had four children, two of 
them yet living: Sherman H. and Halycone. Mrs. 
Atkinson died January 2J, ]8<";1, and Mr. Atkin 
son's second marriage occurred on December 24:, 
188-i, to Miss Lillie ,Yilliams, a sister of his nr:-,t 
wife, by whom be bad two children, one of whom, 
\V illie 'Y., still1ives. ]\rh. and Mrs. Atkillson are 
both members of the First Baptist Church, and in 
secret societies the former belongs to Capitol 
Lodge No. --1O, Knights of Pytbias, at Little Rock. 

Thomas W. Baird. manufacturer::,;' agent, Lit 
tIe Rock, Ark., has been a residE'nt of this city 
for the past nine years, although his actual l'esi
dence ill the State covers a pE'riod of about twelve 
years. He was born in Boonville, Cooper County, 
]\rIo., and remained there until ten years of age. 
His pal'ents were Thomas ,Yo and Mar) A. (Car 
ter) Baird, of Erie, Penn., and Danville, Ky., re
spectively. The former, who was a prominent 
steamboatman on the Mississippi, Arkan;-,as anlt 
Ohio Rivers, died in ] 833, while the mother is still 
living at the agp of seventy nine, in Louisville, Ky. 
,"hen ten years of age. Thomas W. accompanied 
his parents to thE' vicinity of Louisville, Ky.. 
where he received a fair English educatioll, and 
after his father's death, went into the steamboat ta>F 
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business. He also had an uncle, Capt. \Y il1iam sides serving as representative to the Grand Longe 
Baird, whose name was famous on western waters on several occasions. In pulitics he is a strong 
in early daYfl, be being cummander of the first Democrat, and a valuable man to his party, his in
iron steamboat built for traffic in the rivers of that fiuence in the community having great weight 
section. the" Valley Forge." After six years of upon any matter in which he takes an intel'ebt. 
river life, young Baird entered the employ of the lIe is one of the leading citizens of this sec-tion, 
Adams' Express Company, where he remained dur- and manifests a commendable willingness to share 
ing the Civil \'\"ar, traveling through Kentucky, in pushing forward the development of the conn
Tennessee and Georgia. He next moved to Bowl ty; tbis. added to his generosity aIJd 1'31'e personal 
ing Green, Ky., and embarked in the hardware qualities, rendering him very popular. lUI'. And 
business, continuing in the line for ten years, Mrs. Baldwin are both members of the Methodist 
after which he was engaged by the Blymeyer Episcopal Church. South, and take an inter€st ln 
IHanufacturing Company of Cincinnati, Ohio, to all religious aod educational matters. 
travel for them, his territory lying through Arkan- Dr. J. N. Barnett. Few men are better known 
sas, Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Geor- in Pulaski County or have attained a higher degree 
gia and TenneRsee, and in the winter of 1880 he of perfection in their profession than has Dr. Bar
locatpd in Little Rock. 1\11'. Baird was married nett. He was born in Alabama in 183-i, and is a 
on l\Iay 7, 1863, to Miss M. P. Huddleston, of f3t. son of Daniel and Elizabeth (Holingshad) Barnett, 
Louis, by whom he has had three children: Harry of North Carolina and South Carolina, respectively. 
P. (with his father in the capacity of shipping The Doctor received his education in the city of 
clerk), Irene and Mamie. 1\11'. and Mrs. Baird are New Orleans, and also graduated from the Univer
both members of the Christ Episcopal Church. sity of Louisiana in that city in 18G7. He first 
In SeCfE't orders Mr. Baird has been a lift' long commenced to practice medirine in Noxubpe Coun 
Mason. ty, Miss., during the same year, and continued to 
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T. \Y, Baldwin, Olle of the most prominf'nt reside there until 1875, when he moved to Argenta, 
citizens of Argenta, waR born in Meggs County, Ark., where he has bf'en practicing ever since. In 
Tenn., but moyed to Missouri in ] 84:3. He is a son 1853 he was married to Miss Anna Bayakin, a 
of James C. and Sarah A, (Underwood) Baldwin, talented young lady of Mississippi. by whom he 
both natives of Tennessee, and of English descent, has had three children, and after the loss of his 
Mr. Baldwin first came to the State of Arkansas in first wife he was married to Miss Louisa Slocum, 
1868, and has resided here f'ver slnce. He located who has madf' the Doctor's home one of the most 
in Argenta in 1875, and for ten years canied on a attractive in Argenta. Dr. Barnett is a member 
live stock commission business, in which he was of the Masonic order, 1. O. O. F, and Knights of 
Vf'ry successful. He is now practically retired Honor. His charitable disposition, unimpeachable 
from active commercial life, but has an interest in character and integrity have made him a valned 
one of the largest mercantile Louses in Argenta, and popular citizen, and as a professional man his 
and owns considerable town property besides his practice at one time was one of the largest in 
own handsome residence. On Decembel' 31, 1863, Pulaski County. Of late years, however, he has 
M1'. Baldwin was married to Miss Sarah R. Parker, relinquished not a little on account of failing 
of Arkansas, by whom he had one child that died health, and now enjoys a lucrative office practice, 
in its third year. They Lave an adopted daugh- in connection with which he carries a select stock 
tel', five years old, upon whom they lavish gl'eat of drugs. During the Civil \Yar he entered the 
affection and care, and who promises to become a Confedprate army, and joined Company C, "\Vright 
lady of true worth. 1\11'. Baldwin is a member of Invincibles, Fourth l\1ississippi Regiment, and 
the Royal Arch Chapter, Little Rock Lodge No.2, served for some time. In politics he is a strong 
and has belonged to Blue Lodge since 1869. be- Democrat, having first voted for Buchanan. t 
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George L. Basham, attorlley at law in Little 
Rock, was born in Johnson County, Ark., March 
~-i, ] Q-l-8, and is the son of O. and Martha (Pat 
rick) Basham, natives of Virgiuia and Alabama, 
l·espectively. The former, who was born in I8H) 
(his wife's birth occurring in ] ~2(», came to AI' 
kansas in 1Q3!1, and was in a regiment stationed at 
Fort Gibson during the "Mexican \Val', b81'ving onE' 
year. He was a member of the It:\gislatul'E' duri.ng 
the terms of IS;) 1, 1":>32 and 1":l3:1, and was State 
tl'easurE'r in 1 ~()] and I R62. l\1r. anc1Mrs. Basham 
WE'TE' the parents of nine children, eight of whom 
are now living. EntE'ring the Confederate army 
in ISO!. he served until his ue-ath, in September, 
1864, at the charge of Pilot Knob, Mo. At that 
tillle he ,vas a lieutenant colonel. His widow is 
f>tillliving at the old homestead in Johnson County. 
George L. attended tbe subscription schools of his 
birthplace, and in bi" sixteenth yem' entered the 
Confederate army. enli~tiDg in Capt. Comb's com
pany, Hill'R regiment, and participating in the 
battle at Pilot Knob, being with Price on his last 
raid. Upon his return he was discharged near 
l\-1drshall, Tex., 1\1ay 23, IS6G. After the wal' he 
refJUmed Lis stlldiflS, and in 1c;71 attended St. 
John's Oollt:·ge at Little Rock. He began the 
f'tudy of law under Gallagher & Newton in the fall 
of ] 812, and was admitted to the bar in the winter 
of I S13. For one and one half years Ml'. Basham 
waR in partner:--hip with a 1\11'. Ford, but the lat 
h'r's death occlllTE'cl a few ypar~ after, and slnce 
his death J\1r. Basham has practiced alone; and 
wbile never having held a political office he 
has bee-n city and county attorney, and his good 
jl.Hlgment, refined and :=,trong speech. would and 
do win for him approval and admiration from men 
of keen intelligence. On October ], uno, Mr. 
Basham was married to Miss Julia P. Beall, daugh 
tpr or Milton Beall, a c1e~cenclant of the Missis;:,ippi 
Beans. Her mother' Po people were of German ex· 
traction. l\Ir" and l\frR. Basham are the parents 
of three children: NubE'lTy L. (almoE>t two years 
01(1) anel two little girls who died in early child 
hood. 1\11'. Ba<..,ham practices in all thE' conrts, cir 
cuit, supreme, cbancE'l'Y and United f5tates courts. 
He is also engaged in the real estate business, in 
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which he has been quite succes"ful. Politically he 
is a D<:'lllocrat. and is a member of the Masonic 
fraternity. Himself and family are members of the 
M8thodist Epis('opal Church, South, and to all en 
terprises of an educational, 80('ial and religious 
naturE' hE' is a liberal contributor. 

A. D. Bf'ach, of the Beach Abstract Company, 
Little Rock, Ark., owes his nativity to New York 
t;tate, where bis birth occulTi:>d in ] '349, and in 
that ~tate hE' grew to manhood and rE'ceived his 
early education. He followed civil engineering for 
about ten years on the callals of New York and 
its various railroads, as well as in the New England 
States and in Canada, and served one year in the 
employment of the United States, in preliminary 
ship canal survey across the Isthmus of Darien. 
He attended the Centennial Exposition at Phila
delphia in the summer of ]81'0, and came south 
in IS77, locating in I.Jittle Rock, Ark., which 
change was made for the benefit of his health. 
Here he has established the Beach Abstract Com 
pany, of which he is the business manager. Be 
~icles attending to the business of the Ab8h'act 
Company, after locating in Little Rock Mr. Beach 
was in the employ of thfl Iron Mountain, and also 
the Memphis & Little Rock Railroad, and traveled 
over this portion of the State, paying taxes for 
tbem. In 1881 he wedded Miss Mary Hendree, in 
Atlanta, Ga., and she has borne her husband four 
chilJ.ren: Virginia H., Lewise B., Edward H. 
and Alberta D. Mrs. Beach was born in 1855, 
and after performing the noble duties of wife and 
mother, she was called away from her young chil 
dren and husband on January 17, 1889. She was 
a member of the Episcopal Church. Mr. Bear'll 
is the son of Robert and Rhoda (Douglass) Beach; 
the former was born in Saratoga County, N. Y., 
and the latter in Onondaga County, of the same 
~tate. Robert Beach was a farmer, and died at 
the age of seventy years. The paternal grand 
father of our subject was a native of New York, 
and became a pioneer settler of that State. He 
and his two eldest sons were EoldiE'rs in the War 
of 1812. The mother of A. D. Beach is of Scotch 
descent, and a descendant of the Douglasses of 
Scotland. 
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Orvill Bearden, a leading farmer and well
known citizpn of Lonoke County, was born in Ala 
bama on June 16, 182:3. and is a son of James 
and Mary (Jones) Bearden. the father a native of 
Gemgia. and born in 173B. He was one of the 
first settlers of St. Clair County, Ala, and died in 
that State at the age of one hundred and fiftE'en 
years. The mother was born in Virginia about the 
year 1703, and died in 1873. They were the par 
ents of nine children. of whom eight lived to matu
rity. Orvill was the youngest of this family and 
was reared in Alabama and educated in the public 
schools of that State. He was married in August, 
1845, to lV1iss Elizabeth 'Yashburn. of the same 
State, who died in 1865, leaving him five children: 
One daughtpr is now a widow; Jane, Sabine (wife 
of J. IH. ~lorgan), Joseph C. and Amanda (wife of 
J. M. Hall). He was again married on Hepteruber 
23. 1865. his second wife being J\1rs. Michette. an 
attractive widow lady, who bore him one child, 
Thomas M. 1\1r. Bearden moved from Alabama to 
Prairie Oounty, Ark.. in 18-19. and in 1838 he 
came to where he now resides. He here owns 320 
acres of valuable land, and has placed about 150 
acres under cultivation. The land is well adapted 
for stock raising, and is watered by several natural 
springs, It is, in fact, some of the finest soil in 
that section, and has been greatly improved since 
Mr. Bearden came upon it. In 1862 he enlioted 
in Company C of the Second Arkansas ~lounted 
Rifles, and served almost through the entire war. 
In 186-t he was captured at Cassville, Ga., and 
taken to Rock Island, IlL, where he was confined 
for about ten months before being paroled. He 
took part in a great many of the important engage
ments and minor skirmishes, and bore himself 
bravely throughout his entire army career. In 
politics he is a Democrat, and cast his first presi
dential vote for James K. Polk. Mr. Bearden is 
a representative citizen, and a popular man with 
the entin" community. His sterling worth and 
fine character have won for him a host of friends, 
and his influence is very great, both politically and 
otherwise. 

David Bender, one of the oldest and most re
spected citizens now living in Little Rock, Ark.,j 
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was born in Huntingdon County, Penn., in 1800. 
He remained in his native State until December, 
1839, when he concluded to rome to Arkansas, 
and locate land claims on soldiers' patents he had 
obtained. In this enterprise he was successful, 
and while traveling over the State at that early day 
he found the people, the pioneers of Arkansas, as 
hospitable as any people he had ever met. Soon 
aft~n' getting his land business settled, he en
gaged as salesman in a dry-goods store in Little 
Rock, in which capacity he l'emained until 1843, 
when he concluded to go into business for himsfllf. 
,Yith this end in view he paid a visit to New York 
City, purchased a small stock of goods, and re
turning. engaged in general mercantile pursuits 
un his own responsibility. In this as in all his 
other business transactions he had for bis motto 
the word i' Honesty." He purchased nothing but 
the best goods, and so well was he liked as a busi
neHS man, and BO rapidly did his business grow, 
that he soon found himself in possession of a trade, 
by order or otherwise, from all over the State. At 
that day a variety of first-class articles was hard to 
find, and J\ir. Bendel' found himself in conf->tant 
receipt of orders from professional men, whose 
trust he never betrayed in price or quality or 
goods. J\'Iany an aged couple, whose graudchHdren 

. are now occupying honorable places in Arkansas, 
will remember Mr. Bender kindly as having fur
nished them the wedding apparel through the 
mail when other modes of transportation were 
tedious and uncertain. ThuB his trade grew until 
he became one or the most flourishing merchants 
in the State. He continued in business with un 
abated vigor until J862, whE'n the Civil War forced 
him to discontinue. He was a Union man in prin
ciple, and having traveled over the East and North. 
knew full well which way the list of arms would 
determine the cause. Over this question he was 
by no means silent, but remonstrated strongly 
with friends and acquaintances, He advocated 
that .' secE'ssion would kill slavery," the truth of 
which prophecy has been fully demonstrated. 
.Mr. Bender enjoyed the perfpct confidence of the 
Confederate EOldiers and officers while in charge 

of Little Rock, and when this city fell iuto :.~ 
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hands of the Federals he was recommended to the 
authorities as a stanch Union man, Hnd his auvice 
and con neil was sought hy the men in cOlllllland. 
In this situation 1Ur. Bender was the instrUIllf'llt 
of many kind deed", to the needy on either sidf'. 
During the war he lived on a farm close by Little 
Rock. After that eve-nUnl period. bis faUle a:-. a 
merchant baving reached tbem, he was induced to 
enter the wholesale business in Little Rock 
with \Yoodruff &, Co., of Chicago. This alliance 
lasted a few} ears and subsE'(luently Mr. Bende-l' 
went in with a man hy the name or Cole, tbe- style 
of firm being Cole &, Bender. This firm was 
closed by bankruptcy, and 1\11'. Bender lost many 
thousands of dollars. He has ever since been 
dealing in lalld, aIld althongh he sustained some 
very he-avy losses he still owns several thousand 
acres. JUl'. Bender was married in Pennsylvania, 
the first time to a 1\1iss Elder, and the fJ8cond time 
to a Miss ",Yhipple, of Vermont. He has been a 
native of eastern 8tates many years, and is a strong 
member of the Presbyterian Church. 

Dr. Edwin Bentley, Uuited States army snr 
geon, Little Rock. Ark. As a leading exponent of 
general f-.urgery in its mauy various uranches, Dr. 
Bentley is worthy of mention in a Teview of the 
foremost professional men of this locality. He was 
born in Connecticut in 1830, and holds diplomas 
from IOUI' of the leading medical schools in the city 
of New York. He is ODe of the most successful 
practitioners. and has bepn prominently connected 
with the :Medical Department of Arlmnsas Univer 
sity sillce its ueginning or organization. He en
tered the Unitecl8tates army early in lifp, and has 
figured thus fHr a~ a surgeoli ill the pmpio)' of the 
United State--. He wa", prominently identified 
with some of the most renowned medical colleges 
of the ",Vest. when located principally on the Pacific 
slope. From there he went to New Orleans, and 
thence to Little Bark, where he ib now residiug, 
and where he is not only held in great re~pe('t as 
a professional man. but is social and genial in all 
his interconrse with the public. 

j 
Dr. J. L. Blakemore, Little Rock, Ark. Dr. 

Blakemore's career as a practitioner is wPll and 
favorably known to the ,"auy who have t<,sled his 
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healing ability, and, although young in years, he 
has ueen unusually snccessful, promisiDg a bright 
outlook for the future. At prE'sent he is the sec· 
ond assistant physician of the State asylum at 
Little Rock. "hieh position he fills in a manner 
satisfactory to all. He was born in Sebastian 
County. Ark., in 1Rn~. grew to manhood in that 
county. and supplemented his common school edu 
cation with a course at Emery & Henry College, 
Virginia, graduating in 1885. Having concluded 
to pnr~ue the study of medicine, he attended his 
first course of lectures at Memphis, Tenn., and 
afterward was a student at Vanderbtlt University, 
Nashville, rrenn., from which be graduated in the 
spring of 1887, being appointed to his present 
position in July. 1888. H(" is the son of Dr. Will
iam and Nannie (Tramel) Blakemore, the former 
a native of Tennessee, and a physician of good 
standing in Greenwood, Ark. 

Dr. Thomas P. Blunt, one of the leading phy
sicians in Pulaski County, was born in that COUDty 
on August 1, 1856, and is a son of William S. and 
Polly Ann (Lamb) Blunt, the former a native of 
l\1aryland, but realE,d in Bowling Green, Ky., 
where his parents died when he was a boy. After 
the decease of his parents he went to 1'%ide with 
an uncle, with whom he remained until attaining 
his maturity, when he rellloved to Pulaski County, 
Ark., where he was married to his first wife, Miss 
Elizabeth Kirkpatrick, who died in 1830. The 
following year he was married to }Irs. Eliza Mar
shall, w 110 died in 1552, and in 1853 he was mar
ried to his third wife, Miss Polly Ann Lamb. 
This lady also died after a bappy married life, 
and he was married a fourth time, his next wife 
being :&11'8. Elizabeth Lee. He resided in Mau 
melle Township a great lllany years, and ·was a 
millwrigbt during that time, but the declining 
years of his life were spent in Little Rock, where 
be die-d in Septembel', 1880. He was a valued 
and highly esteemed citizen during his residence 
in Pulaski County, and built a great number of 
mills tbroughout Central Arkansas. The Doctor's 
mother, who died in August, 1801, was a daughter 
of Judge David R. Lamb, a Dative or Tennessee, t 
who was one of the earliest settlers of Pulaski ~ 
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County, where he served as judge of the county 
conrt for a number of years. The Doctor was the 
second ('hild in a family of two sons aUll one 
daughter. Though early deprived of his mother 
by death, his subsequent training was most care· 
fully attended to by his stepmother (Mrs. Elizabeth 
Lee at the time of her marriage to 1\11'. Blunt), and 
the Doctor refNs tenderly to her kind and earnest 
efforts to properly guide him, ascribing to her all 
the credit for whatever position he has reached in 
later life. He rec€'ived a common -school education 
in his youth, and in 1878 began to study medicine 
in the office of Dr. J. M. Pintle, a well known 
physician of Little Rock. Since that time he has 
practiced with good success, and his name has 
become a household word in many homes through
out Pulaski County. He was married in 1878 to 
Lulu, a daughter of John and Mary S. Custer. of 
Little Rock, Ark. , the former a prominent con tractor 
and builder of that city. After a very shOl't married 
life Mrs. Blunt died, in June, 1879. In 1880 the 
Doctor met and won Miss Annie Henry, the daugh
tel' of George "V. and Mary J. (Davis) Henry, of 
Tennessee, and by this union has had one son and 
one daughter. After their marriage the Doctor 
and his wife l'esided in Little Rock and viC'inity 
until 1889, when be moved to "Maumelle Town
ship, where he owns 700 acres of land, in different 
tracts, and bas about 200 acres under cultivation, 
all of which he has made by his own enterpl'ise, 
tact and good judgment. As an illustration of his 
pluck and determination in overcoming all adverse 
circumstances, and rising superior to those calam 
ities that would utterly prostrate an ordinary man, 
it would be well to adjl. that, on his maniage, the 
Doctor was presented with $500. by his father, as 
a wedding gift. This was all he ever inhprited or 
recl?ived outsiJe of what he made himself, but in 
1882 he had increased it to such an extent tbat the 
loss or his finest farm represented $0,000, which 
was washed away by the flood in that year. In 
1888 his cotton gin, one of tbe finest in that sec
tion, wa'3 devoured by fire; but, despite the mis 
fortune that seemed to follow him. he has gone to 
work again with a perseverance that is worthy of 

mulated a comfortable fortune. Doctor Blunt also 
deals considerably in real estate, and bis shrewd
nes::! in that line has enablerl him to be very sue 
cessful. He is a Democrat in politics, and, with 
his wife, attends the Methodist Church. 

Frank Botsford, chief of police, Little Rock, 
Ark., was born in Onondaga County, N. Y., on 
September, 20. 1833, and is a son of Amazeah 
Bradford and Emily Thrall Botsford, of New York. 
The father died in 18tH at 1tVaukegan, Ill., wbile 
the mother is still living at the age of eighty three 
years, and resides at Little Rock. Their son 
Frank, the principal of this skptch, was reared at 
Port Huron, Mich., and received a good English 
education in that city, as also at Little Fort, now 
,Yaukegan, IlL In bis youth he was brought up 
and instructed in the cluties of farm life and also 
assisted his father in handling lumber. During 
the great gold excitement on the Pacitic Coast he 
went to California and mined for several years, and 
also engaged in railroading. In December. 18()9, 
l\Ir. Botsford came to Little Rock, and for two 
years, Itl7~ 73, he was warden of the Arkansas 
penitentiary. The following year he was appoint 
€'d chief of police, but only held that office for one 
year. when he entered the sheriff's office and re
mained there for several years. In the year 1SS2 
he was again elected chief of police by the city 
council, and has served continuously ever since. a 
period of almost seven years. The force at pl'eMent 
consists of the following men: Olle chief. two ser
geants. sixteen patrolmen, two sanitary officers, one 
day prison keeper and one man in the same capac
ity for tbe night. Under the able management of 
Chief Botsford, the police force has undergone a 
complete change for the better. His men have 
become better disC'iplined, more efficient and do the 
work of a city double its size. Mayor "Whipple. 
recognizing 1\11'. Bohiford's ability. reappointed 
bim in the spring of IS8U, Rnd his good judg
ment in making this selection is now evidpnt to 
both mayor and citizens. 1\11'. Botsfol'll was mar 
ried in 183S to ~Iiss Harriett Freland, but lost 
his wife by death in 18GG. 

Rev. S. H. Buchanan, D. D., is onp of the
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1870 has been pastor of the Cumberland Presby
terian. Church. at that point. This church he or 
ganized, and by faithful labor for the MastElr, and 
by consistent and earnef:lt endeavor, h"" has now' 
a large congregation in the city and his church is 
firmly established. His early education was ac 
qui red in the common 8chools and in Cane Hill 
College, of vVashingtoll County, Ark., in which 
establishment be took the degree of A. B., grad
uating at the age of twenty one; and in 1861, 
when twenty three years of age, he finished his 
theological course in the University of Lebanon, 
Tenn. 'Yhen the alarms of war were sounaed he 
did not at first espouse either cause, but until 
1862 was pastor of a church at Monticello, Ark. 
He then became chaplain of a regiment in the 
Confederate army, and until tbe cessation of hos
tilities remained faithful at his post, In the year 
1860 he was not engaged in millisterial laborR, 
but thf1 following year he went to Bentonville and 
sucee8cled in organizing the Cumberland Presby
terian Church at that point, remaining as its pas 
tor until the year 18,0, since which time he has 
been a re~ident of Little Rock. His birth oc
curred in \Yashington County, Ark., March 5, 
] 838, and his marriage to Miss Annis Ff'pmster, 
of Fayetteville, Ark., was Rolemnized in Hemp 
stead County, Ark., April 15, 18G2, their union 
r€'sulting in the birth of three children: W. F., 
Ruth and S. H. Dr. Bnrhanan is a plOfound 
scholar and i'3 especially gifted in the languages 
and in mathematics, his contributions to various 
mathematical and scientific journals being very in
teresting, and are universally quoted as the high 
est authority. He inherits Irish blood from his 
father and Scotch blood fl"Om his mother, and in the 
Doctor is embodied the quick wit and light heal·ted 
ness of the former race, and the shrewdness and 
good judgment of the latter. His family have 
been Pref>byterians for many generations back. 
His father, who was also a Presbyterian minister, 
espoused the cause of Christianity in his early 
youth. The latter was a native Kentuckian and 
in his early youth removed to Arkansas, which 
State oontinued to be his home until his death at 
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Virginian and althongh she haR attained the age 
of eighty one years, is yet hale and active. Dur 
ing the present year (18SU) Dr. Buchanan planned 
to attend a reuuion of his old army brigade at 
Hope, Ark., and to preach to hi;;; old comrades 
from the same text that he last did A-t the close of 
the war, the third verse of the 12.:;th psalm, but 
was prevented by sickness in his family. 

H. Buddenberg, president of the Bucldenberg 
Furniture Company, one of the prominent com 
mercial interests of Little Rock, was born in Han
over, Germany, in 18..t-'J. During his boyhood he 
was appl'enticed to a cabinet maker. a trade which 
he thOl'oughly learned in its various branches in 
three years. To this he gav(> his attention for two 
yeaTS befort> coming to AmericH, and after arriving 
in this country located in St. Louis, where he 
started in busine:-s for himself at the corner of Six 
teenth and Chambers Streets. At first he em
ployed four men in his factory. and the furnitul'f' 
was made almost entirely by hand; but one year 
later his business had increased considerably, so 
that he purchased horses and worked by horse 
power. After two yeaTS he bought a boiler, en
gine and machinery, and estahlished a re~ular 

manufactory. employing about forty men. His 
business rapidly advanced under his judicious 
management. and in 18S0 be employed 130 men, 
having the largest and most complete furniture 
factory in St. Loui">. occupying a large four story 
brick building and brick warehouse. the erecl ion of 
which cost him $14.000. During the same year 
he sold out his immense business and removed to 
Little Rock. where be went into the Little Rock 
Furniture Company as third partner. He after
ward disposed of his interest in that firm and es 
tablished his pn~sent business. which is one of the 
most successful in the furniture line in Little Rock. 
Mr. Buduenberg was married on June 11, 1 Su8. in 
St. Louis. to Miss Caroline 1\Ieyrose, a native of 
Germany, by whom he has had eight children. five 
of them yet living: Annie. Minnie, Louisa, Henry 
and Joe. Mr. and J\Irs. Buddenberg both attend 
service at the Lutheran Church. 

Augmtu5 L. Breysacher. M. D., Little Rock, t 
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sally respected throughout the Statf', not only as a 
successful and skillful physician and surgeon, but 
as a genial, whole-souled gentleman. He was born 
February 2, 18:31, and is the son of George and 
Elizabeth (Keller) Breysacher. His father was 
born in StrasbUl'g, Germany, graduated at Heidel
burg University of that country, and later emlgrated 
to America, locating in Ohio, where he practiced 
medicine for a number of years. Sorue time in 
the 30' s he moved to Missouri, located in St. Louis 
Oounty, near the city of St. Louis, and there prac
ticed medicine until be was very old. He spent 
the latter part of his days among his frienus in 
Obio. Dr. Augustus L. Breysacher passed his 
boyhood in St. I.1ouis Oounty, Mo., and supple 
mented his common school education with a liter 
ary and classical course in St. Xavier's Oollege, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, He passed a rigid examination 
in the Missouri Medical College, St, Loulf', and 
graduated from that institution in 1839. Receiv 
ing an immediate appointment as acting assistant 
surgeon in the United States army, he was Rent 
out to ,. the Far 'Yest" border, Oamp Alert, Kas., 
and his first year's practice was among the soldiers 
on the frontier. At the end of one year he re 
turned to St, Louis, Mo., and practiced medicine 
nine months, At this tim8 the agitation of Oivil 
\Yar claimed the attention of all thinking men, 
and. Dr, Breysacher cast his fate with the Cunfed 
eracy, During his senice of nearly four years, 
he was not an hour absent from duty, which was 
always on the field, as surgeon successively of bat 
te!')", staff, brigade and corps, with Hardee. These 
services, rendered so faithfully, gave him a breadth 
hnd profe-ssjonal experience seldom afforded to 
any man. The surrender found him still at his 
post at Greenville, N. O. Suon after the war 
he located. at Pine Bluff, Ark., and there for six 
years he was actively engaged in the pra('tice of 
medicine. Removing then to Little Hock, he 
located permanently, identifying himself with the 
medical profession, of which he is an honored 
member. Recognizing the deficiency in the knowl 
edge of medical science among the pl'actitioners 
in many parts of the Statio', anLl the fact tbat no 
satisfactory advancement could be expected for 

years to come, unless thp facilities for attaining 
such knowledge were placed close at hand, the 
Doctor hecame a strong advocate for having located 
in Little Rock a medical school. In thi:::; he was 
sustained by otlH'r leading physicians, and the 
result of thl" agitation was that he and seven others 
forrue(l a joint stock company, purchased a build
ing, and opened the Medical Department of Arkan 
sas Industrial University. This iustitution has 
grown beyond the hopes of its most sanguine 
advocates, until graduatl"s from it practice not 
only in the city of Little Rock and over the State, 
but in neighboring States as well. and the fame of 
the institution is pstablished_ Dr. Breysacher has 
heen professor of obstetrics ever since it was 
founded. He was married in 1S07 to 1\1iss Carrie 
D. Pynchon, of Huntsville, Ala., daughter of 
Edward E. Pynchon, a native of lUassachusetts, 
and descendent of John Pynchon, ., the worshipful 
major," who founded the city of Springtield, A. D. 
1633-..J.O. Dr. Breysacher has three children: Hal' 
riett P., A. L., Jr., and Mabel. The Doctor is a 
member of the Arkansas State :l\fedical Society. of 
which he has been treasurer since its organization, 
of the American Medical Association. and of thE' 
Pulaski County l\feJical SociE'ty. He was a dele 
gate to the International :l\Iedical Oongress at Phii 
adelphia in 1876, and is a member of the Episco
pal Church. 

George Russell Brown, president and principal 
owner of the Press Printing Company, State print 
erR of Little Rock, owes his nativity to Rochester. 
N. Y., where his birth occurred October 10. 1832. 
He was the eldest in a family of four children, 
born to the union of Leverett Russell and Cath 
erine (Ostrander) Brown, both natives of the State 
of New York. In 1'jj2 the father embarked in 
the patent rooting business. and the same year 
moved to Hamilton, Oanada, where he continued 
the same business. Jn 1837 he moved to Ga1es
burg, Ill .. followed his former occupation, and in 
1b60 became connected with the Chicago, Burling 
ton & Quincy Railroad, and later with the Chicago 
& Northwestern, running the first traius from 
Harvard Junction, Ill., to Madison, 'Yis. He then 
went east and followed railroad contracting for 
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sevE'ral years on the New York & Oswego Mid 
land. He came to Arkansas in 1871, to take po~i 
tion as conductor on the Cairo & Fulton Railroad, 
now St. Louis, Iron Mountain &, Southern, and ran 
the firf:>t passenger train from Little Hock to Little 
Red River, a point across the river from where 
the town of Judsonia is now situated. Mr. Brown 
is now connected with the United States mail serv 
ice in Arkansas, and makes his home in Little 
Rock. His son, George Russell Brown (the sub 
ject of tbis sketch). attended the free schools of 
Galesburg, from 1858 to 18G5, and then in 1Iadi
son, \V is., from 18f)5 to 18G8, after which he was 
a carriE'tr on the \V iF-consin State J oumal, when 
that paper was owned by Atwood & Rublee. He 
returned with his parents to New York State in 
1~G8, and subsequently attended school at Deposit, 
Broome County, for one year. At that time he 
wa~ apprenticed to \Yatson & Stow, publishers of 
the DE'posit Courier, and worked the first year for 
$1. 23 a week. The second year he received $5 a 
week and the third year $8, whpn his trade was 
completed. He went to Binghamton, the county 
seat, and there worked on the 'rimes, under D. E. 
Cronin. now an author and artist of New Y0rk City. 
l'rIr. Brown arrived at Little Rock, in September, 
1872, and obtained a posibon as compm.,jtor on the 
Gazette. when it was owned by 'Yoodruff & Blocher. 
In 1873, he was appointed reporter of the same 
papPI' by J. N. Smithee, then editor, and who was 
afterward State land commissioner. The follow 
ing year he was promoted to city editor, and in 
1875 wa5 reporter on the Star, an evening papt-r, 
the ~pparatus of which was afterward purchased by 
Mr. Smithee, who established the p1'8Sent Arkansas 
Democrat. He was with this paper under the 
ownership of Smithee, Blocher & Mitchell, and 
l\litchell & Bettis, but resigned the position of city 
editor in 1883, having bought stock in the Arkan 
sas Gazette. Mr. Brown was then appointed city 
editor of that papel', was soon promoted to thp 
office of secretary, treasurer and business manager, 
and one year later was elected president of the 
company, which position be held until June 1-+, 
1889, when he disposed of his stockholdinll:s to 
Horace G. Allis, and purchaspd a controlling inter-
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ebt in the PreRs Printing Company, illcorporated 
Septt-mber, ]887, with $~G,OOO capital. They do 
an extensive business, aggn;gating from $1)0,000 
to $100, OUO a year. They also print and publish 
the Arkansas Press, a weekly paper owned b} Mr. 
Brown and Charles H. Lewis. This paper is de
votpd to real estate, building. banking. ral1roaJ, 
rivPl', mallufarturing, timber, mineral and agricult
ural news, having classified reports from the 
various counties in the State. 1\11'. Brown was 
marri",d in Memphis, Tenn., to l\IisR Mary E. Bate
man, daughter of the late Dr. Bateman, November 
25, 1878. To this union have been born two chil
(hen: Katie Russ (born November 1G, 1880, at 
Memphis) and Eleanor Courtney (born at Little 
Rock. December 19, 1882). Mr. Brown is a mem
ber of Damon Lodge No.3, K. of P., of Little 
Rock, and also a member of Little Rock Lodge of 
Elks. 

John F. Calef, proprietor of the Capital Hotel. 
the largest and most popular hotel of Little Rock, 
is a native of Alabama and the son of J ofiiah 
Bartlett Calef, who was a prowinent merchant in 
Mobile for over thirty years. He is also a direct 
descendant of Josiah Bartlett, one of the memorial 
signers of the Declaration of Independence. He 
was born and lived in l\Iobile, Ala., and up to 
1883 was engaged in the cotton business in Mo· 
bile and Littlp Rock, coming to this city in 1881, 
where he still gives his attention to cotton interests. 
In the spring of 1884, Mr. Calef, in company with 
John \V. De~hon, purcha~ed the Capital Hotel, 
ancI continued in partnersbip until 188b, when he 
bought bis partner's interest, and has since con 
ducted the business alone. Mr. Calef was married 
in 1885 to Miss Emily Churchill, daughter of ex· 
Gov. Churchill. one of the well-known citizens of 
Arkansas, and a man who has been called upon to 
serve bis native State in various prominent official 
capacities. The Capital is probably the best known 
hotel sonth of St. Louis, being very large, well
arranged, and fitted with all modern improvements. 
Indeed, it is to Little Rock what the Palmel' House 
is to Chicago, and the Southern Hotel to St. Louis. 
The popularity of thiR ., home- comfort hostelry" 
is largely due to the personal supervision of the 
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proprietor, who undel',,>tands exactly the wants of 
his guests, 

Jonathan '\'llson Callaway. In reviewing the 
lives of prominent citizens of Little Rock, the 
name of J. 'V. Callaway is justly given an envia
ble position, for it i'3 difficult to ±inrl one of the 
presellt day more entitled to honorable mentivn, or 
who possesses to such an extent the universal es
teem of his acquaintances. Born in Arkadelphia, 
Clark County, ,\lk., January 27, 1834-, he is the 
son of Jonathan O. Callaway, who came to Arkan 
sas with his father, John Callaway, in 1~17. John 
Hemphill, the maternal grandfather of J. 'Y. 
Callaway, came to Arkansas from South Carolina 
in December, 1bl1, and in 11314: erected large salt 
mills one mile east of the present site of Arkadel 
phja. For this purpose he purchased about sixty 
sugar. kettles in New Orleans, which were used in 
the manufacture of salt. The labor employed was 
principally that of the negroes brought by Mr. 
Hemphill from tlonth Carolina. These salt works 
were operated mostly by the family until 1851, and 
supplied a large territory. They were rebuilt in 
1861, and were operated by the Confederate States 
Government during the late war, and several addi
tional furnaces were ereC'ted nt the same place 
during that time by private enterprise. Grand
fathel' Callaway came to the Territory of Arkan 
sas from Fredericktown, 1\10., and settled near 
what is now Arkadelphia. The family were pio 
neen., in Kentucky with Daniel Boone, and with 
him went to Missouri. Flanders Callaway, a 
brother of the paternal grandfather, married the 
daughter of DaniE'1 Boone, and Canaway County, 
1\10., was named for Capt. James Callaway, a son 
of Flanders Callaway. For many years Jonathan 
O. Callaway was engaged in the salt works of his 
father in law, John Hemphill, but at the time of 
his death. in 183·i, was an extensive cotton planter. 
At the agf' of sixteen years Jonathan 'Wilson Cal
laway was employed as copyist in the county 
clerk's office, and subsequently Leld the position of 
book keeper in a large establishment. In 1838 hE' 
began merchandising in Arkadelphia, which was 
abruptly discontinued at the breaking ont of the 

~r-W: that active part might be taken in tho strug 

gIs, He was appointed first lif'utenant in Capt. 
Flanagin's Company (E), l\lcInto~h's regiment, 
later being made commissary of subsistence in the 
regimental brigade and division. He waR afterward 
assigned to duty as assistant to the chief of bureau 
or subsistence for the Trans ~Iissi~sippi Depart
ment, with headquarters at Shreveport, La., and 
Marshall, Tex. His final surrender was madE' with 
the Confederate forces, at Shreveport, at the close 
of the war, in May, 18(j;), following which he 
walked the wholE' distance back to Arkadelphia. In 
October, 1863, 1\11'. Callaway embarked in the com 
mis&ion business at Camden, Ark., which he con 
tinued until 1872. a part of thE' time rE'siding at 
New Orleans in connection with his business inter
ests. In 1874: he was elected clerk of thE' State 
senate, and in 187G received the nomination of the 
Democratic State convention for clerk of the chan 
cery court, to which position he was electE'd. Re 
moving to Little Rock be held the office fOT five 
term~. or ten years, then voluntarily retiring. much 
to the regret of those whose interests he bad so 
well and faithfully served. Tbe year 1bG7 wit 
nessed his marriage .with J\1iss Annie Vickers. and 
to their union three children have been born: Liz 
zie, Mary and Estelle. MT. Callaway occasionally 
acts as commissioner or receiver of the Pulaski 
Chancery Court, and is lending his yaluable assist 
ance in populating Arkansas with immigrants and 
developing the immense resources of the county 
and Btate, He enjoys a wide acquaintance and 
the respect and esteem of a host of friends. 

Maj. VV. P. Campbell, the well known clerk of 
the Arkansas Supreme Court, has been a resident 
of Arkansas for thirt5 one years, and vms born in 
Muhlenberg County. Ky., on Al1gu~t 23, 18:38. 
He was a son of Alexander and Barah ,Yo (Kinche
loe) Campbell, natives of Ireialld and the State of 
Kentucky, respectively. The father. though born 
in the Emerald. Isle, was of Scotch descent. and a 
farmer by occupation. He left his natiye country 
Rnd came to America about the year 11..\01..\, bettling 
in Kentucky, where he ref:lided the remainder of 
his days, dying in 18.tG at the age of forty six 
years. The mother continned in Kentncky after 
his death until 1875, when klw came to Arkan~as t 
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to take up her abode with her Rons, and died in 
that State at the age of seventy six years. ,V. P. 
Campbell was reared 011 a farm in Kentuclcy until 
his fifteenth year, receivinO" a fair EnO"lish educa 

b b 

tion at the public schools of his IlHtive plac0, after 
whicb he was employed as clel'l{ in a blU'liness 
house at Nebo, Ky. One year later he went with 
his brother-in law, J. ]\1. Percival, to Arkansas, 
locating at Powhatan, and was there engagod in 
the drug business. He remained at Powhatan 
one yt>ar and a half, when, becoming settled at 
Augusta, \Yoodrnff Oounty, he embarked in the 
same business and continued until 8eptember, 
1860, when he commenced the stuuy of law with 
Jailles H. Patterson. The following year be en
listed in what was known as the First Arkansas 
Mounted Riflemen, with t be rank of third lieuten 
ant, and was afterward promoted successi vel y to the 
intervening ranks until commissioned major of his 
regiment at Murfreesboro. On December 31, 
1862, he was wounded in the left leg by a minie 
ball, which fractured the bone and caused amputa 
tion, and three days later he was captnred and 
held prisoner of war for about four months After 
being released he returned home and remained 
until the following fall, when he rejoined his com
mand ana was made commisRary, remaining in 
service until February, 1865. Heaching hOlDfI he 
farmed for a year, and in ] R60 was elected clerk 
of Woodruff County, serving as Ruch until July, 
186&, when, as he rema'rks, "I was reconstructed 
out 9£ office." Maj. Campbell gave his attention 
to mercantile life until 187-t-, when he was re plect 
ed clerk of thE' connty, diflcharging bis official dn 
ties until 11382, but declining a renomination. In 
the Bummer of 11)"52 he rpceivecl the nomination of 
the Democratic State convention as commisRionpl' 
of State lands, and was elected that fall, serving 
until March, 18134-, when he resigned and once 
more entered iuto business. In IS8G he was ap 
pointed clerk of the flupreme court by that body. 
In secret societies Maj. Campbell is a member of 
tbf> Oda Fellows, Knights of Honor and Knights 
of Pythia:;; fraternities, and in religious belief be 
is an Old School Preshyterian and belongs to the 
:First Pl'eshyterian Church of Little Rock, in whichj 
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he is also an elder. He was married in October, 
]863, to lVIiss Virginia 0. Davies, of f-louth Caro 
lina, and tbeir union has given them four daugh. 
tenl and five flonR. Mrs. Campbell and her five 
olde"t children are also members of the same 
churcb. 

·William Armour Cantrell, 1\1. D. In every 
community, the career of Rome one man may be 
traced by a tbonghtful observer as an influence 
for good or evil in that especial community, ele 
vating the standard of morals and manners or 
degrading it, and so aclmowledgE'd as tue bless 
ing or bane of his fellow citizens. The subject of 
this slwtch is justly accorded a conspicuous and 
honored place among those whose course of action 
has gone to promote the welfare ancl moral excel 
Ie-nce of Little Rock, the city of his adoption and 
the field of his manlwo(l' 8 achievements. Forty 
years of citizenship have teRted the worth of prin
ciples of integrity. habits of regularity, modf'ration. 
fOl'esight, the bf'auty of dignity, virtue and court 
esy, and no clearer proof is needed than that given 
in the result to show that the peculiar character 
istics of the individual go far to promote the pros 
perity of the multitude. In life as in nature, all 
streams may be traced to their 80urce. If that be 
pure, no turbid tributaries can permant'ntly pollute 
the parent stream. Dr. William A. Cantrell is one 
of a host of grandchildren of Ste-phen Cantrell, Sr., 
who seems to be the earJie"t proge-nitor of the fam
ily on l'ecord in this country. He was born in 
1758, near Abingdon, Va., where he was brought 
up, with one brother and two sisters older than 
himsf'lf. His fatber died during his boyhood. On 
approaching manhood he wandered into North 
Carolina, where he was employed in the service of 
the continental commissioners or the State. For 
his ze-ul and perseverance in the performance of 
these se-rvices, he received a grant of ()·..bO acres of 
land in Tennessee, as shown by the- records of 
Davidson County, April, 178~. He went to Ten
nessee E'ither witb, or shortly preceding the as 
tonnc1ing expedition of Col. J obn Donelson, a brave 
and wealthy oW Virginian surveyor, the destined 
father in law of Gen. Andrew Jackson. This com
pany of emigrantR, with their danntle"R leader, to t 
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avoid crossing the wilderness between Jonesboro 
and Nashville, then infested with 20,000 Indians, 
the most warlike and intelligent of their race, at
tempte(l ano. aC'complished thejourney "down the 
river Ho]stein to the Tennessee. down the Tennes 
see to the Ohio, up the Ohio to the OumberlallLl to 
a new home. " During the years of 17U~) and 1iOU, 
Stephen Cantrell commanded as captain a com 
pany of sixty three men, in the famous Nickajack 
expedition against the Indians. He was known to 
have said, in those days of early adventure, that 
he "prized a lump of salt or bread as large as his 
fist, more than he would have prized a lump of solid 
gold of equal size." About li82 he married :l\1ary 
Blakemore, daughter of Capt. John Blakemore, 
who, with his family, accompanied the Donelson 
ei..peClition to Nashville. Stephen Cantrell, Sr., 
and ,y illiam Montgomery were the first representa
tives from Sumner County to the first legislature 
of Tennessee, which convpned at Knoxville, March 
2'3, 170ft He died at his place in Sumner County, 
February 5. 18:Z7. aged ~ixty,eight years and snme 
months. His wife, 1\fary Blakemore, born March 
8, 1763, died August 2, IS H), aged eighty four 
years. The family numbered eleven children. viz. : 
Steph~n, Sarah, Otey, Alfred, John, vViIljam, 
Zebulon P., Mary, Darby H., James 1\1. and 
George Clinton Oantrell, nine sons and two daugh 
tel's, beRides an adopted son, John Cantrf'll, who 
becallie a wealthy salt manufacturel' and m8rchant 
on the Kanawha River, ~\r. Va., and an influential 
man and member of congress. Stephen Cantrell, 
Jr., the eldest son (father of OUl' biographical sub 
ject). was born in Sumner County. Tenn., at his 
father's place, March 10, 1783, and was brought 
up there. rec~iviog an education as ample as the 
country affordecl ,Yheo a young man he entered 
the store of George Michael Deaderick, with the 
view of q uaEfying himself for mercantile pursuits. 
In the COllrse of time he became iuterested with 
1\Ir. Deaderick as junior partner, and so contioued 
until the death of the latter, in 1~H>' Perhaps 
this partnership opened the way for another life 
long one, with the lovely niece of his bU'3iness asso 

j 
ciate, for this notice appeared in The Impartial Re
view, of Nashville of date, J annary 17, 1807: 

Married, On Thursday evening last, MI'. Rtephen 
Cuntrell to the agreealJle and justly admired Mis~ Juliet 
'Vcnddl, IJotb of this place. 

Some years later Mr. Crmtrell engaged in 
merchandise with Mr. Hinchey Petway, of Frank 
lin, Tenn. They had stores in Nashville and 
Franklin, and intel'ests in cotton planting near 
Florence, Ala. During this pf'l"iod he served as 
commissary and quartermaster in the Oreek 'Yar, 
pension agent of the Government, mayor of the 
city of Nashville, magistrate of the county and 
president of the Bank of Nashville. successor of his 
former partner. George Michael Deaderick. About 
J825 he withdrew from business pnrsuits entirely, 
and retired to his farm five miles ,vest of N a~hville. 
This place subsequently becamp th0 property of 
Mark R. Cockrill, the celebrated sheep raiser and 
wool grower. Some yearfi later, he was induced 
again to embark in the cotton commis'3ion and 
steamboat trade of Nashville and New Orleans. 
From heavy ventures in cotton a disastrous failuH' 
ensued, involving t lw labor of a life time. Thfl 
death of his wife, in ]8:39, was the climax of these 
misfortunps, and in 1~.t~ he retired to a small cot
ton farm near Pine Bluff, in Jefferson Oounty. Ark.. 
separated from his rripnds and the companion~hip 
of his children, except that of the youngest sur 
viving, Dr. \Yilliam A. Cantrell, who went to lil'e 
near him, and attendpd him at the time of his 
death, in 1854. 1\Ir. Cantrell's wife was the direct 
descendant of David Dienrich, of ,Yurtembnrg, 
Germany, who may bave been the identical hero 
whose old saddle bags supplied the charming 
Knickerbocker" History of New York," edited by 
,Yasbington Irving, and who was the progenitor 
of- the Deaderick and Cantrell family, here nndpr 
consideration. The Kingdom of 'Vurternburg, 
Germany, of which Stuttgart is the capital, suffered 
much in consequence of the" Thirty Years' \Var" 
and Roman Oatholic intolerance, being almost pn 
tirply Lutheran. The emigration from that place 
to our shores needs no furl her explanation than 
that offered in our motto, "Peace and Lilwrty. ,. 

David Diedrich wa"] born in "\Yurtemberg, ana 

E'migrated to the lTllited States before tl1e RE'\'oln
tionary ,Yar (in which he served as a RoIJipr), not ~ 
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lat81,than 1750, He settled first in Pennsylvania, 
but afterward removed to \Y incbester, Va., which 
had been settled by Pennsylvania Germans in 
1732. He was a member of the Lutheran Church 
as early as ] 764" as shown by a copy of the paper 
c1eposited in the corner stone of the church there 
at that date. After his emigration to this country 
he married a lady of American hirth, but German 
ancestry, whose name was Bober. The two con 
versed exclusively in German. The children of 
this marriage (who accepted the anglicised name of 
Deaderick) were David DeadeTick, Jr., George 
'Michael, Thomas, J obn, Susanna and Elizabeth. 
The wife survived, and afterward married Dr. 
1\Iay, an Englishman, by which union there were 
three children: SamueL Frank and Rosanna May. 
The eldest son, David Deaderick, Jr., who married 
Margaret Anderson, sister of Joseph Anderson, 
United States senator from Tennessee, and ap
pointed by President lVlonroe first comptroller of 
the United States treasury, sett1ed at Jouesboro, 
Tenn., J anuaTY 1, 1795, and the other three broth 
ers establisbed themst:ll ves at Nashville. The 
youngest of David Deadel'ick's children is James 
VV. Deaderick, who has filled the office of chief 
justice of Tennessee since 1870. George 1\1ichael 
Deaderick, the next brothpf (mentioned before as 
senior partner of Stepht'n Cantrell, Jr.), was a 
prominent and influential man in the early days of 
Nashville, from 17H5 to the period of bis death. 
He was a large property holde!' in the town, and on 
Brown's Creek, two miles south of it, and was ex 
tensively engaged in merchandisf'. The ground of 
Deaderick Street, leading from the public square 
southwest to Cherry Street, was donated by him 
to the city of N ashvillp, and hence received its 
namt'. His habit and style of living was liberal, 
his intercourse with otht'rs courteous and kind, his 
principles upright and humane, His style of dres" 
was that of the Continental period, top boots, 
short pan talooml. sil ver knee huckles, swallow tailed 
coat, slightly powdered hair, arranged with a 
queue. 'Yhpn th", moss and hchpns wen" removed 
from his tombstone, which may yet be Sef'il at hi~ 
old residence at "Westwood," the only lpgible 

Deaderick, president of the Bank of Nashville. " In 
view of limited space, all mention of thE" other two 
brothers, Thomas and ,Tohn, and Elizabeth, the 
younger daughter, may be omitted, aud the histOl'y 
of Smmnna Deadsl'ick, the elder daughter, contin 
ueo, who became the wife of David ,ypudel, f:)r., 
and mother-in law of Btephen Cantrell, Jr. 
-Whether David \Yendel, Sr., came with the Dead 
ericks to Tennessee or not, i'3 a matter of conject 
ure. There i"i a traditi0n that two brothers ,Ven
del emigrated from Germany to the United Htates 
and afterward separateJ, one going north and the 
other south. A descendant of this latter, David 
,Yendel, marripd Susanna DeaderiC'k. They had 
nine chihlren, viz.: David \VendeL Jr. (married 
Sarah Nelson), ,Villiam (never married), Rebecca 
(married Judge Foster), Rachel (marrien. J. P. 
Wiggin), Rosanna (married Judge Howell Tatum), 
Polly (married Judge Bennett Searcy), Elizabeth 
(married Col. Robert Searcy), J Llliet Ann Deader
ick (married Stepl?-~m Cantrell, Jr.), Matilda (mar
ried Alfred ]\1.'. Carter). Juliet Ann Deaderick 
,Yendell, whose marriage with Stephen Cantrell, 
Jr., January, 1807, has been noticed before, was 
born in Winchester, Va., April 8, 17&7. At the 
timE> of her marriage, the Searcys, Posters, Tatums 
and \Y iggins were prominent and influential citi
zens of Nashville and its vicinity. They were high 
minded and progressive people, kind and hospita
ble almost to a fault. Mrs. Cantrell was richly 
endoweu with personal attractions, and proved an 
ornament to the circle. Tall and graceful in move 
ment, with a swept benevolence of countenance, 
clear blue eye"i and soft voice, she attracted every
one, and her piety, chal'ity and compassion for suf
fering in any fOTm riveted the friendf:Jhip of all 
who knew her intimately. She was for many 
years a devout comlllunicant with the Presbyterian 
Church. She died, deeply lamented by her de
voted family, ,Tuly 3, 1c:m9. A miniature plcture, 
taken ln girlhood and caused to be copied by her 
granddaughterR (Mrs. Decatur Axtell, of Rich 
mond, Va.. and Mrs. Benjamin S. Church, of New 
York City) for the different IDemuers of the family, 
is in posHebsion of Dr. Cantrell, a relic of almost a 
century. The children of Stephen Cantrell, Jr.,inscription on it was his name, "George Michael t 
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and Juliet Ann Deadel'ick Wendel were: George 
Michael Deaderick (married to Clara -Walkef), 
Mary Ann (married to Dr. T. J. ,T. Howard), Em 
lleline Susanna (married to Alex. A. Cassec1ay), 
Elizabeth Searcy (mauied to Abram Van ,Y},ck), 
Matilda Carter (married to -William F. Mason), 
Elvira Searcy (married to Edwin Ferguson), David 
'\" endel (bofn 1832, died 1 '335), ,y illiam Armour 
(married to Ellen M. Harfell), l\Iargaret Armstrong 
(born 18~U, diec11b34). ,\Y illiam Armour Cantrell, 
l\I. D., the eighth member of tlle group, was born 
J annary 22, 182G, at his father' 8 farm near Nash 
ville. At a later date the family removed to thf' 
city, where he attended the primary schools until 
he was thirteen years of age. He was then sent 
to Princeton, N..J., and placed at Edgehill Sem 
ina!"y, where he made good record as a student. 
·While there he met with the great bereavement 
of his lire, the death of his mother. Preceding 
this came the financial wreck or his father. He 
was recalled and became a student at the Nashville 
University, but soon began the study of medicine 
with his cousin, Dr. James ,Vendel, of l\iurfrees 
boro, Tenn. In 1~-15 he entered the medical de 
partment of the University of Louisville, Ky., 
where his kinsman. Dr. Lunsford P. Yandell, Sr., 
professor of chemistry and pharmacy, was one of 
his preceptors. Drs. Gross, Short, Cobb, Drake, 
Miller and Oaldwell occupied chairs at thE' same 
time, and S. S. Nicholas was president of the de 
partment. Dr. Uanhell graduated at this univer 
sity March G, 1847. The year following he spent 
at New York, where he received the appointment 
of as:-.istant phy~ician in Bellevue Hospital. He 
was then appointed to relieve Dr. Winterbottom 
as physician of the Nursery Hospital at Blackwell's 
Island, and remained there during the summer of 
1848. The following year he went to New Orleans, 
La., where, feeling qualified, he proposed to enter 
upon his life wurk 'l'he solitary condition of his 
father, however, impe11ed him to abandon this pur 
pose. After one winter of medical experience at 
New Orleans, where he treated yellow fever ill epi
demic form, he established himself at Pine Bluff, 

j 
Ark.. in the vicinity of which his fath!:'r rE'f>ided, 
and later, at Little Rock. Here, in 18-19, he met 

his future wife, Miss Ellen M. Harrell, who had 
Jat(.:.ly arrived with her family from Nabhville, 
Tenn., f:lE'eing from cholera, then decimating the 
city of Nashville. On February 13, 18;)2, Dr. 
Uantrell and l\Iiss Harrell were married in Lit
tle Rock, by the Rev. A. R. \V infield. During 
what provell to be thE' last year of his father's 
life, Dr. Cantrell took his family to live on an 
adjoining plantation, and wa~ with him at the timE' 
of his death, in September. 185-!-. Afterward he 
resumed his practice in Little Rock. where he rap 
idly built up a solid rpputation as a practitioner. 
In 1837 he purchaserl three lots on the southwest 
corner of Scott and Fourth Streets, where he built 
an Ol'namental frame cottage. This he sold after
wanl to Ex Gov. 1\li11er, then auditor of State. 
and purchased lots on the nOTthea"t corner of Scott 
and Seventh StlPets, where he built a commodious 
two story brick building, in which hE' has resided 
with bis family since 1SGO. He also invested in 
real estate Dear the city, which, in the COUTse of 
YE'ars, has becomE' very valuable property. During 
this long interval he has filled successively and 
bonorably the po<;itions of city pbYbician, county 
physician, president of StatE' board of medical ex 
aminers, president of College of Physicians and 
Surgeom;, delegate to the public health association, 
besides attending to a heavy practice among the 
most intelligent. refined and wealthy families in 
the community. He is the only surviving member 
of the first medical society of Little Rock, which 
he helpe-d to organize, the managing board being 
R. A. vVatkins, M. D., president; 'Y. A. Cantrell, 
lH. D., secretary; A. 'V. ,Yebb, 1\1. D., Craven 
Peyton, l\1. D., George ~izer, M. D., Corydon 
J\1cAlmont. l\1. D. In 1q61 he was appointed sur 
gE'on of First l\lounted Regiment of Arkansas, in 
the Confeclerate army. After Lee's surrender, he 
was solicited to take charge of the United States 
Post Hospital, at Little Rock garrison. He ac 
cepted and heM this po::,ition of acting assistant 
surgeon during the comllland of Brevet l\laj Gen. 
Arnold, captain Light Battery G, Fifth Artillery, 
and that of Uol. C. H. Smith, Twenty eighth In
fantry' a period of five years. His record as phy 
sielan at this hospital addE'dmHch to the l'eputa. t 
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tion for sagacity and skill already eal·ned. Very 
lately hp has had charge of the sick at the school 
for the blind in this city. Dr. Cantrell ir:; sixty
three years of age, enjoying, good health, is in 
comfortable CirCUlll"itances, and blessed with a wife 
and seven children, the youngest of whom, a SOIl, 

has just completed hiR nineteenth year. His home, 
built in the old Southern style, with wide halL ve
randas front and rear, spacious rooms and windows 
is seateu in the center of fuur lots, shaded with 
elms, maples, fruit trees and evergreens of his own 
planting. It look", like a veritable home, with fine 
specimen fowls enjoying the lawn, the rearing of 
which, togethpr with gardening, affords the pro 
prietoI' a chosen relaxation from the arduous duties 
of his profession. It has heen the scene of merry
makings without number for children and youth, 
and one of the centers of art culture to the literati, 
so well represented by his accomplished wife and 
children. The making of this home is a fail' expo· 
Ilent of the I?nl?rgy and namestic virtues of the 
builder, whose only inheritance was sound health, 
sound discipline and sound principles. Dr. Cant 
rell became a confirmed member of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in 1833, and served as a mem
ber of the vestry of Christ Church, Episcopal, 
Little Rock, during the incumbency of Rt. -Rev. 
Henry C. Lay, bishop of Arkansas and rector of 
Chl'if't Chul'ch, Rev. J. T. '''heat and Rev. P. G. 
Robert, and is now junior warden of the same, 
Rev. Wallace Carnauan, rector. While the social 
amenity of his disposition and grace of manner 
have caused him to be sought by the most polished 
circles, the earneqt simplicity anti sympathy of his 
nature have endeared him to the most humble in 
rank Like a fu11 river, bravely bearing its own 
burdens to the sea, yet dispensing life anti refresh 
ment on every sitie, hi8 course has shown a long 
succession of pI i vate ancl public services, proving 
that the prominent desire of his Raul has been 
to be useful. The clihlren of Dr. and Mrs. Will
iam A. Cantrell, all born in Little Rock, and to 
each of whom has been given a classical education, 
are: Lillian (who finished her course of study at 
St. ~Im'Y' s Hall, Episcopal, Burlington, N: J., 
married to Joseph Lovell Bay, of St. Louis, Mo.), 
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Ellen May (graduate of Franklin College, Holly 
Springs, Miss., married to Decatur Axtell, C. E., 
of Elyria, Ohio), Daisy (first graduate of Arkansas 
Female College, w1lrried to Lucius Junius Polk, 
of Columbia, Term.), ,Yenc1ell (born Octobpr 28, 
lS60, died October 1, 1'-S()1), I"al1ore (graduate of 
Arkansa~ Female College, marriec1 to Philo Hiram 
Goodwyn, of New Ol'll?ans. La.). Bessie (graduate 
of Arkansas Female College, unmarriNl), DC:'ader 
ick Harrell (student at -Washington aud Lee Uni
versity, Vil'ginia, licensed as an attorney amI coun 
selor at law, June 2-1-, 18S0), -William Armour, Jr. 
(now student at University of the South, Sewanee, 
Tenn.) They have had eleven grandchiluren. 
Mrs. Ellen Catherine Harrell, the widow of Rev.. 
Samnel Harrell, late of Halifax Court Honse, Va., 
whose history would grace the annals of woman 
hooa anywhere, ueserves honorable mention here. 
Four children were born dnriug the brief period 
of her wedded life, viz. : John Mortimer, Ellen 
Maria (who uied when about three years old), 
Mary Eliza and Ellen Maria second (who was 
named for the deceased baby sister). After the 
death of her husband, who ended his career as 
preacher and teacher before he reached the mel'id 
ian of life, Mrs. Harrell nobly determined to exert 
all her powers to supply his loss, and her affections 
thpreafter seemed to ft.ow in one undl?viating chan~ 
nel, that of motherhood. She rp80lved to quit the 
scenes made desolate by this calamity and seek a 
home in Tennessee. Crossing the mighty barriers 
that intervened, in company with a party of friends. 
she anived in safety at the place of her destina
tion in 1839. When the young widow, with her 
little family of three children, reached NaRhville, 
from the home of Jacob Donelson. in Rutherford 
County, where they had been entertained for some 
months, she had one friend, as she thought, with 
whom she deposited $1,000 at interest, bravely 1'e
sol ving to maintain her children by her own genius 
and indusb'y. She rented a large brick house that 
had lately been a church, and opened a school. 
The venture proved successful, otherwise the family 
might have lapsed into oblivion, for the" friend," 
a respectable citizen and bead of a family, be 
trayed Ler trost, and the $1,000 was lost, irrcvo 
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cably. She rallied from the shock, and for four 
years labored unceasingly, and at length pntered 
upon her reward. There may be bOllle still living 
in Nashville, who remember a scene at the market 
place on the public square; ,vhen the then hanel 
some brick residence near the northwest corner of 
Vine and. Union Streets, built with a conCE'rt hall 
in the rear. by ,rilliam Nash. professor of mu.;;;ic, 
was cried at auction to the highest l>idder. On 
the outskirts of the throng of meu a:-:5emblpd there 
for real estate exchange, was seen the sll1all and 
trim figure of the widow, attended by her son, 
a handsome boy of ten, anu two little daughters. 
A veil, half removed. disclosed a magnetic face; 
a broad. square brow, shaded with brown waves 
of hair, clear, fair complexion and intemle blue 
eyes, then almost black with restrained emotion, 
as they were bent on the auctioneer. The bidding 
went on, rose and languished. A slight flutter of 
a white handkerchief and the sale was accom 
plished. The little group retired and entered into 
the new pal tuel'ship of a solid home. There was 
now no obstacle in her path that might not be over 

COUNTY. -133 

thiR place. Thus was extinguibhed in forest se 
elusion, amid. the fumes of prejudice, war and 
barbarism, a light that had burned with steady 
brilliancy for a qllarter of a century, diffusing 
warmth, light and colOI' to all who came within its 
range. She was buried, at her own request, by 
the Rev. E. Steele Peek, Feeleral, Episcopal chap 
lain of Maj. Gen. Steele's division. In this choice 
she di:-,closed the ruling passion of her heart, 
sympathy for the oppres'3ed, for this clergymau had 
recommendeel himbelf to her by his holy ministra 
tions and dying support to the young" rebel, j' 
Owen, who wa~ condemned and executed as a spy 
at this place, to the undying regret of all. This 
holy, gentle man, offered daily prayers at her dying 
beufiide also, and preached a funeral sermon over 
her remains. ,Yhen the news came, a few years 
later, of his death on the Pacific shore, her bereaved 
children, with profound emotion. echoed th€' words 
selected by him on the occasion of their mothel" s 
burial," Let me die the df'ath of thp righteous, 
and let my last end be like his!" By way of sup
plemellt to the foregoing biographies, a clipping 

come. Faithful in her church duties as communi-from the Little Rock RepUblican, of date January 
cant, teacher in Sunday-school and almoner for 
the poor. she found strength and inspiration to ac 
C'ompJish the object of her life. The children each 
completed the usual classical course of study, with 

.music and at t combmed. The son graduatpd at 

the University of Nashville, and was one of the 
class orators at commencement. The daughters 
took diplomas from the Nashville female academy. 
The elder daughter, 1\fary, also took a post gradu. 

ate course at Patapsco Institute, l\Iarylanc1, where 
the learnedly famons 1\I1's. Almira Lincoln Phelps 
presided. Dnring the fearful scourge of cholera 
in 184:8 and lS4:D Mrs. Harrell leased her property, 

and, with her family. took refuge in Little Rock, 
Ark. She opened a school and finally concluded 
to remain. She disposed of her property in Nash 
ville afterward, and invested in COttOD lands on the 
Arkansas River and slaves. She died in Little 
Rock, at the residence of her son in law. Dr. ,r. 
A. Cantrell, to "hom she went for medical atten 
tion, under permit of l\1aj. Gen. Fred. 'V. Stt'ele, 
then in command of the United Statt's troops at 

7, 1588, is appendeJ, where, in a series of "Personal 
Sketches, 

1 

, written by the Hon. \Y. Jasper Black 
burn, editor. this sketch is given: 

Mrs. 'Yilliam Cant I ell is a lady of scholarly al tain 
ments, 311(1 from en.rly life has eyinced an ambition for 
literary work. At the age of sixteen. she wrote a series of 
stories for Godey',,> Lad v's Book, then the most popular 
literary journal in the Uniteu States. 

Since her marriage to Dr. Cantrell ~he has made, ari 

ous valuable contributions to ma~azilles atld ne" spapers, 
usually over a lI()m de l)lllme; but, rea1i7ing that all bel' 
time and talents were justly due her growing family, she 

laid a~ide her pen, and for over twenty years had done 

little writing, though often tempted to by her natural pro

c1ivities. 
A series of papers entitled" Romance of Hbtorv." 

and a story called .< Vesta" are among her most sncc~ss. 
fnl productions. 

Rev. \Yallacs Carnahan, the rector of Chribt 
Church at Little Rock, Ark., and an eminent and 
much respected citizen, is a native of the Old 
Dominion, where his birth occurred April 18, 
Hl4:3. His father dying when he was eight years 
old, his mother removed with him to Nt'wport, 
Ky and there he received his lite d t' 
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He studiecl law ancl was admitteu to the bar, and 
afterwaru prachceu for about three y€'ars in part 
nership with the late HOll. Thomas L. JonE'R, 
lll€'lliber vf Congress. At this period of his life, 
1\11'. Carnahan's attention was drawn to the minis 
try of the Episcopal Church, and fe€'ling called to 
that work, he abandoned the bar and enterecl llpon 
the stndy of theology, which he pursned under 
Bishop f-jmith and the Rev. John N. Norton, D. 
D., and "as ordained to the Diaconate by Bishop 
Smith, June 9, 11...,()9, and onlained to the priest
hood by Bishop Green, in 1'-;70. He spent the 
first four years of his ministry in the diocese of 
1\Iis8i~sippi, and the seven years that followed in 
'Vestern Texas as a missionary. From Texas he 
was called to Grace Church, Anniston, Ala., and 
that parish was the field of his labors for six years. 
From Alabama he was called to Christ Church, 
Little Rock, SeptemLer 1. 188G. In this church 
Mr. Carnahan's work has been greatly blessed, and 
he is recognizf>cl as an able and eloquent preacher. 
Rev. ,rallace Ollrnahan was married in Mississippi 
to 1\liss Mary S. Hart, a daughter of Capt. John 
D. Hart, a planter of 1\1adison County, Miss. Mr. 
Oarnahan is the son of James and Caruline (Smith) 
Carnahan, natives of Virginia. The grandfather 
was horn in County Antrim, Ireland, and was a 
noted Orangeman. The mother was a daughter 
of Maj. Henry Smith, a native of IV[aryland and 
onf> of the original settlers of Whepling, Va. 

L. D. Cassinelli is a native of Italy, born near 
Genoa, ~epteIl.lLer 23, ] 840, and carne to America 
with his parents when RPven years of age. The 
father located permanently in t;t. Louis, Mo., and 
here the subject of this sketch received his euuca
tion in thf> Christian Brothers' College of that city. 
After leaving school, he worked in the fruit busi
ness until about the age of sixteen, when he left 
~t. Louis and went to Tellnessee, thence to Ala
bama, Loni:;,iana, "Maryland, New York, anu finally 
1\lissonri, before settling down tu business. He 
has been obligeu to depend upon himself for a 
Ii velibood Rinee the tender age of ten years, and 
unclel stand" thoroughly what it means to "hustle 
for a Ii ving. " He came to Little Rock, Ark., in 
1870. and was here united in marriage to :Miss 
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Elizabeth Bprtola, a nati ve of Austria, who bore 
him one chillI, a son, Louis Humbert. Mr. Cas 
8inelli iR engaged in selling fruit, an(l iK intereKted 
in the l'8al ef'ltate LJl1silless. He also follows farm
ing, and raises fruit of all kine]::, which are sold on 
the main street of Little Rock. Mr. Cassinelli 
is a large, fle:;.hy man, and is a member of tbe 
Homan Catholic Church. He owns ten lots in 
the suburbs of the pity and 11:2~ acres of land 
close to the city. He is noted for his hone~ty and 
integrity, and is one of the best citizens of Little 
Rock. ,Yhat is termed genius has httle to do 
with the snccess of lUr Cassinelli; keen percep
tion, sonnd judgment and a detE'1 mined will, sup
ported by persevering and continuous effort, are 
essential elements to success in an} calling, and 
their possession is sure to accomplish the aims 
hoped for. 
v Han. Benjamin B. Chism, Secretary of StatE', 

is a life long resident of Arkansas. He was born 
in Logan County, in 184:G, being the son of Dr. S. 
H. Chism, a native of Tennessee, who, when an 
infant, was taken by his parents to Missouri. He 
received a good education at Jefferson Oity, and 
early chose the medical professioll for his occupa 
tion through life, finally coming to Arkansas in 
1840, and locating in what was Scott (now Logan) 
County, where he practiced until his death. He 
was a highly respected citizen and succet'isful phy 
sician, and was State senator frOill 1848 to 18i:r2. 
He died in ] 803, at the age of sixty nine year::;. 
He was married to Miss .Tennatte Logan, a dangh 
tel' of Col. James Logan, of Missouri, who was 
appointed one of the commissioners to locate the 
State capital at Jefferson City, and who carne to 
Arkansas in 1823. He was a descendant of the 
Logan family, who were contemporaneous with the 
Boone family of Kentucky. The county of Logan 
was named for him after his death. 1\11'8. Chism 
died when our subject was an infant. B. B. Chism 
was reared in Logan County and educatE'd in the 
schools of Charleston. WheI1 sixteen YE'arR of age, 
he enlisted in the Seventeenth Arkalls8s Infantry, 
Confederate army, in which he served from May, 
] 1361, to May, 18G5, being engageu in the battles 
of Oak Hills and Elkhorn, and he commanded a t 
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company at the uattIe of Corinth when only eight 
een years of age. Following this, he served on 
the brigade staff of 001. Gritlith. After his return 
from the army, Oapt. Chism engaged first in farm 
ing, and next in the mercantile business. In Hn-i 
he was elected to the State constitutional conven 
tion, and in Ib76 to the State senate. In 1'-I7-t. he 
was made colonel of the State militia by Gov. Bax 
tel', and ill 1~87 was tendered an honorary ap 
pointment by Gov. Hughes, as a member from AI' 
kansas on the staff of Gov. Gordon, of Georgia, to 
meet President ClevelailLl at tbe Georgia State 
Fair. In the summer of 1'38~, he was nominat8d 
on the Democratic ticket for secretary of State, 
and was elected by a largp majority. Oapt Chism 
is a member of the Uasonic fraternity. He is a 
modest man, of dignified habits, but sanguine in 
disposition, and a friend whom it is one's good for 
tune to know. HiA highly complimentary vote is 
a fitting testimonial of his great popularity among 
the rich and poor of the citizens of Arkansas. 

Charles Choinski. a representative farmer, and 
one of the leail.ing merchants of Pulaski County, 
was bOl'n in Poland, on November 17, 1858, and 
is a son of T. and L. Choinski. The father was 
born in Poland, and a graduate of two of Germany's 
most famous universities, in one of which he was 
afterward a professor for a num1.wr of yearq. He 
took part in the struggle that Poland made to throw 
off the yoke of Russia, and after the war was over 
emigrated to Arne; ica. He first settled in Mil 
waukee, "Vi'3., in 1873, and after learning the Eng
lish language, his superior knowledge upon other 
branche,> '>oon plac8l1 him as a teacher in the public 
,>chools of that city, and professor of German lan
guage in "Engelman's Acallemy." In 1876 he 
left .Milwaukee and moved to Pula"ki County, 
bringing with him a colony of 200 Polif>h families, 
who had left their native country on account of 
the dark cloud of Ru'>sian tyrann~T that hung over, 
it and made them slaves. In 184:1 he was mar
ried to l\Iiss L, Dembinska, by whom he had ten 
children, seven of them yet living, Charles being 
the fifth chilO.. The Choinski's are of noble birth, 
their forefathers being amoug thp lea!l.ers of the 

~:c~~cy in former days and favorites of the 

king. Charles Choinski came to Pulaski County 
witb his parents when eighteen years old. He 
was educateJ in the public schools of l\lilwaukee, 
and instructed in the higher branches by his 
father, and before twenty years of age started 
in b1.1sineqs for himself at Marche, and has been 
:-.uccessflll at every turn, In 1884- he was united 
in marriage to Miss Martha J. Ray, a daughter 
of Joseph and Sarah (Frazier) Ray, of Tennessee 
and Alabama, respectively. Three children were 
born to this union: Roy, Canie and J osepbine. 
~lr. Choinski rapidly made a reputation for him
self ancI became widp}y known in the surronnding 
country. ~When only twenty ·one YE'ars old, he was 
honored by the people of Pulaski County in being 
elected to represent them in the legislature, and 
served through the term of 1882 in a manner that 
won distinction for himself and gave satisfaction 
to his constituents. For a number of years he has 
been postmaster of Marche. In politics he is a 
"3troog Democrat, and in religious faith attends the 
Catholic Church. 

C. 'V. Olark, one of the best known citizens of 
Little Rock, and probably the largest brick manu 
facturer in Arkansas, was born in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, on August 28, 184:8. His father, Z. \V. 
Clark, was a native. of Pennsylvania, and in early 
life a cooper, but in latE'r years adopted a farmer's 
life in which he 'was very successful. His wife 
was, before her marriage, a 1\1iss Sarah A. Stout, 
of:Obio, who is still living and resides in Auburn, 
Neb., while the father died at St. Joseph, Mo., 
in ]878. C. W. Clark, in his young days, was 
known as a ., hustler," if that strong yet appl'opl'i 
ate term may be used; in other words he was a 
worker, a man of untiring enprgy and with the 
braius and skill to carry out whatever he under
took. During his early manhood. he drove a team 
across the plains eight difi€'l'E'nt times, fonr trips 
being made in the dead of winter. He next en
tf'red the drug store of H. 0. Lett, at Brownc,ville, 
Neb., in order to learn the business; but after 
eight months' experience, his health failed him and 
he W<LS forced to find some other occupation where 
physical labor would bring back hi" strength. He 
then engaged wiLh 1\lr. O. 'Y. ~Vheeler, a carpEln 
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ter, and for tllTee or four years remained at that 
trade, at the end of which time he went to St. 
Louis, where he resided for six years, and in No 
vember, 1b77. moved to Little Rock to do Rome 
work for a St. Louis contractor. -While here he 
contracted to build a house for Mr. Samuel O. 
Smith, and subsequently one for Mr. \Y. S. Davis. 
By this timE' he had concluded to locate here, 
and upon taking another contract to erect a house 
for Mr. R. \Y. :l\Iartiu, he entered into partnership 
with Mr. J obn H. Thalman. Mr. Clark' 8 next 
wOTk was in building the fourth story of the Ar 
kansas Industrial University at Fayetteville, and 
while there first received the idea of entering into 
brick manufacture. After coming back to Little 
Rock, he purchased bis present property, borrow 
ing $500, to make the first payment, and $1,000, 
with which to commence operations. The business 
went along smoothly until J nne, 1880~ when he 
secured his first large contract, which was to erect 
the State Lunatic Asylum at a cost of $144,440, 
taking 4,500,000 brick to complete this building. 
In the winter of 1887, two wings were added to 
the Asylum, and 2,000,000 more brick were n'3ed. 
After the building was completed, be bought out 
his partner'R interest, and purchased seven audi
tional acres of gronnd, anu has now made his bns
iness one of thE' great successes of the State. ~1r. 

Clark always keeps posted on thE' best real-estate 
markets, and hi9 investmentR are sure to be valu 
able. He ownR consid8Table property at Birming
ham, Ala., thE' Pittsburg of the Soutb. He was 
married on J anuary 2~, 1S7U, to Miss Susie R. 
Quinn, a daughter of Dr. J. W. Quinn, one or the 
pioneers of thiR city. rrhey are both memhe-l's 
of the \\'infielrl Memorial Methodist Episcopal 
Chnrch. Mr. Clark's brick-J ard is beyond doubt 
one of the largest in the State. He USPR the most 
improved patterDf> of machinery, and employs from 
fifty to seventy-fiv!? men at his establishmput, and 
last year turned out ~,;)OO, 000 brick, and tbis year 
will probably aggregate 4, O( )0, 000 Lrick. 

Charles ,r. Clay if-> a name wpll known in husi 
ness circles throughout PnlaRki County, for it stands 
as thi:' representative of a lllan who is notE,a for his 
enterprise. 1\11'. Clay was horn in Granville Coun 

,. 

ty, N. 0., in ]83], and is a son of Pleasant and 
l\lary (Malory) Clay, Lorn in North Carolina in 
179f) aml 1"'103, respectively. The parents were 
from Virginia and North Carolina. where they 
were married. Tbe father became a prosperous 
and highly respected farmer, dying there in 1876, 
und the wife following him in 1887. Pleasant 
Clay was a son of Peter Archie Olay, of ~leclden
berg, Va., an olu Revolutionary soldier, of Scotch 
Irisb parentage, who died in North Carolina. as did 
also Oharles Malory, the father of Pleasant Olay's 
wife. Charles 'Y., the oldest child of four sons 
and two daughters, received very little education 
III his youth, but upon reaching maturity he 
obtained knowledge by his own efforts. He com
menced clerking at fourteen years of age, and 
continued in that capacity until twenty- two years 
old, wben he started III business on his own 
account. In 1856 he was married to Miss Fannie, 
fourth daughter of 001. James and Edna (Row 
land) Stil·k, of Pennsylvania and North Caro
lilla, respectively, and settled down with his bride 
in Granville County, N. C., whence they moved to 
Arkansas in ] '569. Six children were born to this 
union: Sophia (widow of John Skinner Fletcher, 
ueceased, now wife of Dr. Richard Cbpnnault, of 
Arkansas), and wife of Dr. F. P. Keller, of Texas, 
Thomas 1. (who married Miss Bettie Thompson, of 
Alabama) and James Stirk Clay (the you ngest of 
the four living children). In 1809 Mr. Clay came 
to Pulaski County and commenced farming at a 
point on the river, where he Tesided for seven years. 
He then moved to his present home, about eight
een miles west of Little Rock, where he owns a 
splendid tract of land, and has placed some 100 
acres under good cultivation. In addition to his 
farm, he is interested In ginning and milling. 
He is a illan of great integrity and fine bl.lsinesR 
qualities, and a representative citizen of Pulaski 
County. He sel'vE'd aH jURtice of the peace for sev 
era} yearR, and at the present tille is holding the 
office of deputy assessor. Previous to that time· 
he was <leputy sheriff, and has filled every office 
with distinction. Mr. Clay haR been a member of 
the A. F. & A. M. since his twenty first ypar, and t 
at the preRent tiIlle belongs to Mary 'Yilliams 
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Lodge No. 307, of which he has been treasnrer for 
a number of years. He is also a lllember of the 
Agricultural ,Yheel~ and, with his domestic wife 
a member, attends the Missionary Baptist Ohurch. 

Fred. B. Coleman, one of the principal stock 
raisers and dairymen of Pll1aski County, was born 
in Peoria, Ill., in 1851, and is a son of E. B. and 
Mary Ann Ooleman, the father a native of New 
York State, and the mother from Illinois, in which 
State they were marrieu. Fred. was partly reareu 
in Illinois, and came to Arkansas with his parents 
in 1884. The plder Coleman established a fruit 
and nursery businpss, and his son remained with 
him until 1877, when the father died. Young 
Fred then opened up the Evergreen dairy, and ran 
the same in connection with a stock business. He 
has the graded Jersey stock, which he is now cross· 
ing with the Holstein, and milks about fifty cows 
per day, collecting from them on an average sev 
enty-five gallons. Aside from his dail'Y and stock 
int8l'ests, he owns 300 acres of valuable land, all 
of which is under fence, and 100 acres in a fine 
state of cultivation. l\lr. Ooleman's dairy inter 
ests are among the largest in Pulaski County. He 
has secured a lucrative patronage by his square 
and honest methods of doing business, and as a 
stock dealer he owns some of the finest cattle in 
that section. In] 881 he was married' to Miss 
Anna Rogasku. a daughter of John and Wandy 
Rogasku, by wLom he has had three children: 
Flora, 1\lamie and 1\Iinnie, the latter being twins, 
who have since died, as a1so his wife, who (lied 
in 11385. During the Civil \Var, 1\11'. Coleman 
s8l"ved in the Federal army as sutler of the Second 
Arkansas Infantry (holding a commission when he 
was fourteen years old), one year and a half, be 
longing to the Second Arkansas Regiment. In 
politics he is a Republican, and in religiou"! faith a 
Roman Oatholic. He is a valued and highly re
spected citizen, and one of the leading spirits in 
all public and private enterprises that tena to the 
advancement of his county. 

Dr. E. Collins is one of the leatling tlentists 
of Little Rock. He entered the profession when a 
mere boy, and althongh the average life of the 
dentist is about thil,ty years, after a practice of 

forty years he is still in the vigor of his manhood, 
and the oltlest practiring dentist in the Routhwest. 
He is a native of Ohio, being reareu until his six
teenth year in the town of Ripley, Brown County, 
and is a descendant from sires of SOlIle Revolution 
ary fame. He if) the youngest of his parents' 
family, the elder of whom is still living at the 
age of ninety five years and comes from an an
cestry of great longevity. At the age of sixteen, 
being anxious to adopt some profession, he chose 
that of dentistry, and lpft the home of his child
hood to enter upon the career of bis choice. Going 
to Xenia, Ohio, he commenced the study of his 
profession under the guidance of his brother-in law, 
Prof. J. Yapt, a gentleman whose genius and skill, 
and the publication of standard and other works 
upon dental surgery, have long since obtained for 
him a world wide reputation. After completing 
his preparatory course of three years, young 001
lins determined to seek his fortune farther west, 
anu left Xenia for Cincinnati. Arriving at that 
city, he immediately took passage upon a canal 
hoat packet for Connersville, Ind., a town of f'ome 
3,000 inhabitants, situated in the beautiful and 
fertile valleys in the \Yhite \Yatel' River. In this 
town and neigbboring country he commenced the 
practice of his profession, and in hie; leisure mo
ments continued to study his specialty, togethel' 
with general medicine and surgery. After a year's 
l'esidence in Oonnersville, he met and was married 
to his present wife, 1\Iiss l\1ary A. Smiley, a lineal 
descendant of the same Puritanical stock from 
which Prt'sident James Buchanan was an illustrious 
SCIOn. The issue of this union was three chilclren, 
two of whom reached maturity and still live: one 
a son (a young man of promise in the llledical pro
fession). the other a daughter (the wife of Judge 
Y. ,Yo ",Vilson, of Little Rock). Dr. Collins prac 
ticed in Connersville and vicinity for about fifteen 
years, when he was called to fill a vacancy in the 
faculty of tht' Ohio Oollege of Dentistry at Cinein 
nati, the same institution from which he graduated 
in 183-1:. This being a time whrn civil war was can 
vulsing the country, and im:::;inf'ss of all kinds was 
at a standstill, save that of carrying on the bloody 
struggle, he resigned, as the position was not suf t 
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ficiently l'f'lll1.lUera(ive to ju"}tify a longer contin
uanc~. After a timE" otl18r tie ld=" 1llore prumising 
opened to his view, and he again wellt we~tward, 
locating at Bloomington, Ill. Ht'l'P llP madp many 
friends a11(l acquired a large and lucrative Pl'RC 

ticf', hut at the t'nd of five ypars a ('hangp came 
oyer the spirit of hi;., <lrt'mns; hih danghtpl' Hlfl.rrif'cl 

and must needf> migrate to the ('ity of Littli-' Rock 
with hf'l' hllf>hand; hence. in a :-,hol't tim0, (1ic;sati"l
fied at baving his little family dissolvetl, the Doc 
tor followed them to the city, landing here on Df' 
cpmbE"l' 15, lSu\). He ha~ remainE'd here an hon 
orsu citizen of this community. sE'rving the afflicted 
public in a lllfmner commensnratf' with his su'pe
riol' knowledge and ~kill; dealing evpr generously 
with the poor and justly with the rich. In fonner 
years he ha,., done much with his pen anu. other
wise to build up hi<.; profef>~ion, and enlighten the 
public mind with respect to its merit". He is a 
deep thinkpr as well as a bold and aggressive writer 
npvn subjpcts that affect the public welfarE', anel 
has allowed no ob~tacles, religiotlR ur political, to 
deh·r him from the exercise of hif> inalienable rights 
as a man and citizen. Hi~ theology is pre eminent
ly that of N atnre, which he claims teaches that 
the invisible thing,., of universal nature (God, if 
you please) can in no wise be known save throngh 
ano by the thiugs that are seen or tangible to the 
physical '3ensE'S, guided by an unfettered !'8aSOn 

and con~cience. AR an inventor, Dr. Collins bas 
conceived ~;evel'aillevices, chief among which is the 
Railroad Coach HeBter, which haR just been passpcl 
npon by thp patent officI" officials and allowed. 
Thi.., invpntion is destined to supt'l'''iedp all others 
ror tbat pnrpo:-;e, as it will 1w all incalc.nlable saving 
of property to railroa(l ('orpol'ation~, and a great 
sonrce of cowfort and inC'l'P(lspd safpty to thp life 

of the traveling public. 
.J. J. Culbertson, manager of the Southi:'l'rt Got 

tOll Oil Company, Little Rock, Ark, haB hpE'll a 
resident of that city ever sincE' the prection of the 
mill. He is a native of Cincinnati, Ohio, which 
he left when very young, and took up his ahode in 
New York Oity, wlwre he wa.s rt-'ared ana spent the

j gff'at er portion of his liff'. 'V hl\e there he waR 
engaged in tho clry gOo<h comwission business, and 

this his business tact and enterprisp maue very 
Al1('ces-,ful. Continuing jn that line nntil the year 
11)S2. bE' entp[(l(l into the cotton sped oil tradE', 
and first located at Paris, Tex., where he joined ill 
with a party of {'apitalistR from Montgomery, Ala.. 
et'l?diug the cotton seE'<1 oil mi11 at that poillt, un
~lpr the firm l1a.nw of CullYert",on, GaRton &, Go. 
This mill was absorbfld by the Amf'rican Cotton 
Oil Trust, and some time afterward the Southern 
Cotton Oil Company was organized, with 1\11-. Cnl 
bertson as manager of the Little Rock mill, which 
is now one of tbe principal ludustrief> in that s~c
tion. In seCl'pt societies he is a member of the 
American Legion of Honor, Royal Arcanum. and 
also belongs to the Mechanics' Building & Loan 
Association. ML'. Culbertson' B marriage occnrred 
in 1 S81, to Miss Emily Lee, of Plainfip]cl, N. J. 
Three children have been born Lo their nnion: 
Emily, John J., Jr., and Florence. Mrs. Culbert
son is a devout Christian lady, and a member of 
the First Baptist Church. 

Charles E. CunniIlgharn, a well known resident 
of Little Rock, Ark., was born in Frederick Coun
ty, Md., July 1, 182:3, and was one of five children. 
four sons and one daughter, born to James Cun
ningham and wife. Capt. James Cnnniogham was 
a British officer, and came to America shortly aftpT 
the 'Yar of 1 S12. He located in Frederick Coun
ty, :Md., and there married a Miss Catherine Camp
bell, a native of Maryland. The daughter and 
Charles (the suhject of this sketch) are the sm'viv
ing members of this family, the faLher, J amps 
Cnnningharn, havillg died in 1833 and the mother 
in 1~3-!. After her mother's death, Miss Cunnjng
ham went to live with and was chaperoned by 1\11'8. 
Jane Washington, at l\iount V prnon, and afterward 
marripd Mrs. \rashington' R nephew, Thomas B. 
\\'ashington, of Jefferson County, Va. During the 
WaI', Mrs. ,Yasbiogton was Iiving at Charlestown, 
Va., but was banjsht'Cl out of the tines, and also 
lost two sons with Stonewall JackRon She is now 
residing in England. Charles E. wa.., educated in 
the schools of Maryland and Virginia, receiving a 
practical English and classical eJucation. In 18-19 
he wa~ married to Miss E1i~abeth A. Jones. Mrs. 

Cunnillgham died in 1883. By this union eight t 
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children were born, three sons and five daughterf:i: 
Kate C. (living at home ana now editing ThE' 
Woman's Ohronicle, a popular paper of Little 
Rock), Nannie R. (wife of S. B. Sparks, of War 
rensburg, who is State senator of his di~trict), 

Mollie (unmarried, died at the age of twenty one), 
James \Y. (living at Sedalia, and is aSRiHtaut pay 
master of the Missouri, Kanf:las & TexaR Railroall), 
Bessie (wife of John J. Oockrell, a son of Sen 
ator Oockrell, of Missouri, and living in New 
Mexico), George E. (holding a respon'3ilJle position 
in the establishment of Thomas \Y. Baird, of Little 
Rock. Ark.), Nettie (wife of J. E. Clark, of \, ar
rensburg) and Charles F. (at horne). lUI'. Cunning 
ham was in the first immigration to California, 
across the piains, in IS·H), a'nd, after his arrival, 
engaged in freighting with Mexican pack trains, 
and mining;. He returned in 185:3, having been 
quite successful. In 1c5! he moved to Johnson 
County, 1\10., but, his eyesight failing to some ex 
tent, in 18G2 he went to St. Louis, and placed 
himself under the care or Dr. Pope, a cell2hrated 
occulist, deriving great benefit from the treatment 
recei\ ell. He resilled then> until 18BG, when he 
moved to Littl8 Rock, and engaged in the lumber 
traffic, owning and operating a saw mill, planing 
mill, etc. In this l..1eparture he was al,:lO fortunate, 
and has since retired from business. The school 
board of Little Rock found. in him an efficient and 
influential member, and one whose opinion was 
never far from right. His fir~t vote for president 
was cast for Henry Clay, but Riter coming to AI' 
kansas he was a Democrat, through the recon
~tructive clays, then going over to Peter Oooper. in 
187G. Since that time he has been a third party 
man, and, though stanch to his party principles, 
he takes no special interest in local politics. In 
1882 Mr. Cunningham was nominated by the 
Greenback party, to make the race for congress
man at large against Breckenridge, and in lSt,G 
the 'Wheelers nominated him to make the race for 
Governor against Hughes and Judge Grpgg. At 
the Oincinnati convention, held in )\Iay, lS"iS, he 
was nominated on the Union LaboT ticket for vice 

career through life, aF a public aml private citizeIl, 
has lJeen an enviable one, awl his record. such as 
any might be prouJ to possess. 

Isaac A. Dalp, one of the oldpst living citizens 
of Littlp Hock, and one of the eminently respecta 
ble mt'n of the couuty, was born in l\:[idd.le Tennes 
see on January 1, 1823, and reareu. on the farm, 
where he remained nntil eighteen years of age. 
He then served an apprenticeship at the carpen 
tel"s trade, working at this until 18-4-7 in Na'3h 
ville, 'renn., after which he oommenceu. stea111 
boating as an engineer. He settled jn Little Rock, 
January, lS..W. and traveled up aud down the 
)\Iississippi River ana all its tributaries for twellt} 
yearH, and can relatp wallY interestiug inci<lents 
cOIluected with his h·ips. He then took charge of 
the steam fire engine at Little Rock, ran it over 
twenty years, when he had to give it up on account 
of failing hpalth. To prevent ennui, he mected a 
small store, and this he conducted for some time. 
During the late war he was a member of the State 
militia. He splected for hi~ companion ill life 
Miss Nancy F. Long, of Nashville, Tenn" whom 
he married October \..S) lS-4-o, and four children are 
the fruits of this union: Drucilla R. (wife of L. 1\1. 
Kumpe), Matthias A., .John L. and Horace G. 
)\11'. Dale iH the son of J oh[l E. and Anna F. 
(Green) Dale, natives of Eastern IHaryland., 1)01'11 

in 178~ and 1793, respectively. The· parents 
moved to Tennessee in 1SOU. and there the father 
followed agricLlltural pursuit~. He was a power
ful man, was six feet one inch in hpight, and 
weighed 205 pounds. He (lied in 18-10. The 
mother's death occurred in ] 873. Twehe chihlren 
were born to this union. nine of whom grew to 
maturity. The paternal grandfather was of \Yebh 
descent, and lived for many yeal's in Snowhill, JHd., 
anll served four years in tIle Revolutionary \Yar. 
haac A. Dale has a powder horn uRed by his 
grandfather at that time. The maternal grand 
father was captain of a ship, and died and was 
buried at sea. 

Monte O. Daviei'> was born in Decatur, 111., ill 
1':>3G, being a ::son (,f L. and Elizabeth (Carter) 

j 
president. It is quite UnTIt'ceRSal'Y to alIa that Davies, natives of Marylanll and Kentucky. reo 
Mr. Cunningham is a popular gentleman. for his spectively. Thloving to Macon County, Ill., in 1S~5, 
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the senior Davi{-ls came to Little Hock in 187], and 
was senior member of the book and statiollery firm 
of Davieti and Son & Co., in which bu-,inesb be wac., 
engaged up to the timp of bis death, in IBI)7. He 
was the father of five children, three of whom are 
still living: A. A. (who continues in tho bnHines:-l), 
ni. C. (our subject) and L8oniuas. Mrs. Davie:-, 
died in 1873. l\lonto Davies was but fifteen year~ 
of age when his paTents moved to I,ittlo Rock. 
He then att('mled school until entering the store 
with his father and brother, whero he remained un 
til 1880, being appointed mail canier at that time, 
and two years later finance clerk under Postmaster 
Edgerton; afterward he was mad€' mOlH'y ordElr 
clerk, and finally assistant postmaster. In 1~8-1, 

while in the postoffice, he entered into partnership 
with T. B. Rayburn, a photograph artibt of Little 
Rock. In Ib~9 the firm dissolved partnerRbip, and 
1\Ir. Davies bas since continued the business alone, 
and has been very ...,nccebsful. He is probably the 
only artist in the South who takes life· size pictures 
direct from the camera, having the largest camera 
west of the Mississippi. Mr. Davies is a member 
of Bayard Lodge No.8, A. F. & A. M. He is a 
prominent Democrat and a highly I'espected citizen. 

DT. Roderick L. Dodge, one of the earliest 
citizens of Little Rock, was born in Hartland, Vt. , 
on September 7, 1808, and grew to manhood in 
that place. He graduated from Dartsmouth College 
in 183-1, after taking a full course in medicine there, 
and subbequently at the Philadelphia Medical Col 
lege. In 1633 he went aB a missionary physician 
to labor among the Inclians, under the patronage 
of the ,. American Board of Commishioners for 
Foreign :Missions." After some years spent among 
the Creeks and Oherokees on our western border, 
hI" was induced to enter the United States army as 
surgeon, at Forts Gibson awl Coffee. In 1842 he 
came to Little Rock, and located here to practice 
his profession, afterward embarking in the drug 
business upon the site where Carroll's shoe store 
now stands, on East Markham 8treet. In later 
years, he was engaged in a private banking busi
ness, and at one time was the only hankel' in the 
city, Dr. Dodge remained in the drug business 
for over thirty years, at the end of which time he 

,.... 

soW out to what is now tho C. J. Lincoln Drug 
Oompany, an(l has l'l·tire!.l from business for about 
fifteen yt'urs. He" as one of the originators of 
the old Little Hock Ga~ Company, and was always 
inh'rested in the upbuil(ling of his city, several of 
ib-; finest brick blocks having bt'en pl'(~cted by him. 
Dr. Dodg(' was never a poJitician, hut was called 
upon by his friends and citizens to act as alderman 
and mayor. He is a man of sterling worth and 
honesty, always self-dependent and straightfor
ward. He was made a member of Western Star 
Lodge No.2, of Little Rock, in 1843, and from 
that time to this, has advanced in the fraternity. 
He is also a member of Union Chapter No.2, 
Occidental Council No. 1 and Hugh de Payne 
Commandery, of which he was Eminent Com 
mander at one time, all of Little Rock. In these 
O1'df'rs he has held nearly all of the offices at differ
ent times, and for a great many years \Vas Grand 
Treasurer of all the Masonic grand bodies. In 
1878, on account of ill health, he resigned every 
office that he was holding at that time, but by a 
vote of the Grand Lodge, he was made a perma
nent member, and at their request a fine pOl'trait 
of himsf'lf hangs on the wall at their headquarters, 
Dr. Dodge was also tl'easurer of St. John's College 
for several years, and for about forty -four years 
has been a ruling elder in the First Presbyterian 
Church of this city, having been largely interested 
in the development of that congregation, and de 
voted to its interests ever since. He was married 
to 1\fiss Emmeline Bradsbaw, a native of New Eng
land, who accompanied him West. They were the 
parents of two children: Ellen E. (who afterward 
married the Hev. ·William A. Sample, of Fort 
Smith, but who died about two years ago) and Dr. 
S, D. Dodge, a practicing physician of Little Hock. 
80mp time after his first wife's death, Dr. Dodge 
married Miss Eliza Bradshaw, by whom he bad 
eight children, six of whom al'e yet living, viz.: 
George E. (a prominent attorney of this city), 
Mary S. (wife of Col. \Villiam G. \Yhipple, mayor 
of Little Rock), Anna E. (wife of Fred S. Staff. a 
well-known attorney of Franklin, Ind.), Lucy J. 
(wife of D. L. Gray, a planter of Pulaski County, 
residing in Little Rock). Emma J. (widow of t 
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Charles E. Kidder) and ~Iinnie (wife of Gen. B. 
,Yo Green, of the trea~ury department at \\' ash 
ington, D. C.). Dr. Doclge i8 still living', at the 
age of eighty-one years, and 8lJjO} ing comfortable 
health, as is his estimahle wife. TIlE')' are among 
the oldest l'ebidents of Central Arkansas, and are 
highly esteemed by everyone. 

Rev. Dr. John Dye is the efticient superintend 
ent of the Btate blind asylum at Little Rock, of 
which institution he has been in charge since tbe 
year 1842. His 8arly career -was not devoid of 
those hardships and trials which markell the early 
life of the majority of the prominent men of to 
llay, but he has nobly surmountecl the many ob 
stacles strewn in his pathway, and in his pref'E'ut 
position, as superintendent of the blind asylum at 
Little Hock, he has shown him~e1f to lJe eminently 
fitted to discharge the uuties of this responsilJle 
place. During the Civil 'Val', be was an active 
participant on the side of the Confederacy, ant.l 
served first under Gen. Hardee, alld later under 
Newton. 'While near Batesville. Ark., he was 
taken pri~oner by the Federals, and remained in 
captivity until the close of tbe war. {Tpon return
ing home be engaged in teaching school, continu 
ing for two years, then joined the ministry, having 
from his earliest boyhood had a desire to become 
a minister of the Gospel, and in this capacity be 
came distinguished. He remained in the "'hite 
River ConferencE' until 15&3, then came to Little 
Rock, and became connecteu with the Arkansas 
~Iethodist, a weekly journal published in the in 
terests of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and 
was associated as editor with A. B. ·Winfield. The 
nallle of Dr. Dye has become a very familiar one 
throughout the State, for he has been an active 
advocate of all mouel'n reforms, and through the 
columns of his paper has fearlessly expressed his 
views of matters and things at all times. He was 
elected to his present position ill the asylum ill 
1866, and while filling this positioll has found a 
useful field for his talents and energies. U pOll 

taking charge of the establishmellt, there were only 
fifty six students, whereas now there are 150 reg 
ular attendants. Dr. Dye is an adive member of 
the 1. O. O. F., the Royal Arcanum and the K. of 

P. His father, Henry C. Dye, was horn in Fair
fax County, Ya., and came to Arkansas the year 
before it was admitted into the Union a-; (\ State. 
HI..' was a member of the Htate legislature at one 
tillie, and was iD~trumental in huilding the Iron 
Mountain Lv' f:iouthern Railroad. He also located 
and classified all the land north of the Little Red 
River to the Missonri. His wife was JHiss Dorma 
Matthews. 

~Iichael 'V. Eagan, chief of the Little Rock 
fire department, was born in Knego County, Ire 
laud, on ~l\1arch 31, ] S00, and is a son of John 
and Catherine Eagan. The mother died shortly 
after Michael's birth; and when he was at the age 
of three years. the father came to America with 
the halance of his family allll located at JHemphi~, 
Tenn., where he died iu 11);)V. Michael 'Y. Eagan 
was reRred in ~lemvhis, ancl educated at the public 
c;chool~ of that city. 'Vhen eighteen years of age, 
he moved to St. Louis, in order to better complete 
his education in the printer' ~ trade, and resided 
there for ten ) ears, being employed mostly as a 
pressman. In 1878 he came to Little Rock. and 
entered into the employ of the Democrat, and later 
on with the Union Printing Company, in which 
concern he was a Rtockbolder. He afterward re
turned to the Democrat, and remained with them 
until the year 1888, when he was elected chief of 
the fire department by the' . boys," having previous
ly l3erved two and one half years as volunteer chief 
of the department without pay. The department 
now numbers about two hundred men, three en
gines, four hose -carts and two hook and ladder 
trucks, and during the Southwestern Firemen's 
Association Tournament at Clinton, 1\10., the 
Kramer Hose Company captured the second prize 
for conpling, over a great number of competitors. 
Since I8/b, the year that Chief Eagan first became 
a volunteer member, the fire department has been 
greatly improved, horses being purcbased, as well 
as engined, trucks, etc., and a perfect discipline 
being maintained. He is consiaered an efficient 
officer, a gentJeman, Rna enjoys a widespread pop 
ularity. Mr. Eagan was married in ~t. Louis, in 
1873, to 1\11ss Bridget Sullivan, hy wbom be has 
had five children. two yet living, ~Iaggie and Nellie. t ,.... 
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His wife and children are nwmbers of the Catholic 
Church. In secret societies Ohief Eagan belongR 
to l\1issouri Lollge No.1, A. F. &, A. 1\1., at St. 
Louis, the oldest lodge west of the 1\1isfo.issippi 
River. 

Hon. James Philip Eagle, Governor of Arkan 
sas, was born in Maury County, Tenn., Angust 10, 
1837, but has been a resident of Arkansas for half 
a century. He is a son of J aIDE'S Eagle, whose 
father, Joseph Eagle, a native of North Carolina, 
was a son of Philip Eagle, who was the hon of 
Adam Eagle, who was the son of Marcus Eagle, who 
came to America frOID Switzerland in 1743 am1 
f'ettled in Pennsylvania. Philip Eagle served as a 
private soldier in the Continental army. After 
that event he settled in Rowan County, N. c., 
where he made bis borne until the time .of his 
death. His son, Joseph Eagle. grandfather of 
'James P. Eagle, left North Carolina in the year 
1829 and located in Maury County, Tenn.• where 
he farmed anJ also follo\ved his tracle of brick 
mason. He was Huited in marriage to :1\1is8 Cena 
Furl', also a native of North Carolina, by whom he 
had a large family of chilclren. In 1&41 Joseph 
Eagle aud his family removed flOll Tenne~see and 
came to Arkansas, where he resided until his death, 
in 1~44. bis estimahle wife surviving him until the 
year ]861. Jamel5 Eagle, the eldest child of this 
family and the father of Gov. Eagle. was eighteen 
years of age when he left North Oarolina for Ten 
nessee, where he lived ten years. COlling to 
Arkansas in ]B3D, he first located in Pula:-;ki Coun 
ty, now Lonoke, about twenty miles northeast of 
Little Rock, and there opened up a farm, whi~h 
calling he followed all his life with E>uccess. Dul'" 

ing the Civil "Val' he went to Texas as a refugee, 
and died near Austin, in that State, iu the fall of 
IB08. James Eagle was a IDan of remarkable 
energy and perse.verance, as was illustrated by his 
career through life. He started as a poor man, 
but by llsing good judgment in his financial trans 
actions and stock deals, slowly built up a compe
tence and then a fortune. At the opf'ning of tbe 
Civil War he owned about thirty slaves, besides 
valuable farms, E>tock and other property, and was 

f the most Rubslantial men in this section of 

ARKANSAS. 

country. His wif(" wa~, before marriage, a MiRs 
Charity Swaim, of North Carolina, who moved to 
Tennessee with her parents, \rilliam and Polly 
(WetherLy) Swa.im, and WbOS8 death occurred in 
] bl')O, in LOIloke County. J arnE'S Philip Eagle 
\Val:) but two yean; olll when his parents moved to 
Arkansas. He was reared on a farm, and had his 
full share of the hard work that u5ually falls to the 
lot of a farmer's bon, such as splitting rails, log 
rolling l building fences, plowing, etc., and remained 
with his father pursuing the duties of farm life 
until the outbreak of the rebellion. He then 
enlisted in the Confederate army, becoming a 
member of the Fifth Arkansas State Troops, 
though shortly afterward he was transferred to the 
Second Arkansas MounteJ Rifierueu, commanded 
by Col. J ameR l\IcIntush. He entered the ranks 
as a IJrivate soldier, but when a vacancy occurred, 
in the fall of 1861, he was elected by the members 
of his company to fill the position of second lieu
tenant, anu in the spl'jng of ]S(}2 was promoted to 
the captaincy. He subsequently obtained the rank 
of major in recognition of his gallant services, and 
remained in that position nutil the Confederate 
Congl'eS8 passed a law consolidating the Confeder
ate forces, on account of the ranks being thinned; 
when Gen. D. H. Heynold's brigade was consoli 
dated into one rE1giment, knowna& the First Arkan 
sas Mounted Regiment, dismonnted, of which H. 
C. Bunn was appointed colonel and James P. 
Eagle lieutenant· colonel. In this position Col. 
Eagle surrendered with his regiment at Greens 
boro, N. C. During his service he was wounded 
at Peach Tree Creek, near Atlanta, and laid up for 
over two mouths by the wound. Previous to this, 
on December 31, lS62, h.e was captured at the 
battle of l\-lurfreesboro, Tenn., and sent to Camp 
Chase, Ohio, aull subsequently to Fort Delaware, 
where he 'IVa.;; exchanged. His actnal service cov
ered the period from the~battle with Apotholahola, 
in the Indian Tf'rritory, until the surrender, taking 
part in the battles at Pea Ridge, Richmond, MtU'
freesboro, Chickamauga (under Gen. Joe Johnston 
rrom Dalton to Atlanta), and (after recovering from 
his wound), at Franklin. Nashville and Bentonville, t 
N. U., besides a number of others of lesser note· 
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After the war he returned to find tbat his father 
had died during his absence, that the remainder of 
the family ha<l gone to Texah, and that hi" home 
was broken up. He' pluckily went to work, how
ever, to put his rormer home in SOfie recognizable 
shape, and built himself a cabin in which to live. 
He cultivated the land, and rortune seemed to so 
smile upon him that he was soon eIlabled to pm'
cbast? more land. As the years went by, his ouc· 
cess increased, and he added to his lands until llOW 
he OWllS several thonsand acres. Seeing the neces· 
sity of a more thorongh education, he attended 
school for one year and a half after the war, part 
of thiR time being spent at the Mississippi College 
(Baptist denomination), at Clinton, MisR., he being 
thirty five years of age at that time. In ]807 he 
united with the Baptist Church, and in 1870 was 
oroained to preach. Bince then his labors have 
been given to districts where the denomination 
was not able to pay a minister, and where the 
Gospel was needed, never asking and never receiv 
iug a cent for his ministerial work. He has pre
sided over the Arkansas Baptist Btate Convention 
for ten succe~sive } E'arR. During 1il-) absence in 
Kentncky. in 1'37:2, he rpceived an unsolicited and 
unexpected nomination from the Democratic party 
for the Sti1.te legi81ature, and after making a can
vaSE> of the district wa~ elpctec1 by that body. He 
served his term. and abo a term in the called leg 
islature of 157+, being appointed, wit b tv\'O others, 
by that body to rf'prebent the State and adjm.,t the 
claims ariking out of the Brooks Baxter war. In 
1877 CoL Eagle was again a member of the Statf' 
If'gi~lature, anu in 1885 was once more elected 
to the same position, the last tillle being elected 
speaker. In 11..,1..,3 he received the nomination of 
his party for the Governorship of Arkansas, after a 
fivp days' se8sion of tbe cOllvention, awl on the 
] With ballot. He was elt'cted by a good majority. 
The Governor was married, on January 8, 181.,2. 
to l\lis~ 1'tlary Kavanaugh Oldham, of 1\1adiRon 
County, Ky. lV1r'3. Eagle is one of tl18 most culti 
vated and charming ladies of Arkansas. Like her 
sister Kentuckians, bel' beauty and womanly graces 
are proverbial, and her gentle, kindly dibposition 

~~won her many frionds in every nook and e,orner 

of the grand State over which her husband presideR. 
She is well fitted to be the wife of the Governor of 
Arkansas, who'3e administration has heen just and 
highly satisfactory to th8 people. 

It. A. Edgerton, po')tmaster at Little Rock, 
anu a resident of that city since the year 1b15;), 
was born in Pawlet, Rutland County, Vt., on 0('
tober 27, 1H-iO, and is the son of Mar:son Edger 
ton, abo a native of the same t;tate, as was his 
rather, Reed EJgertoIl, born in 1790, his father 
lwing Jacob Edgerton, born in Norwich, Conn., in 
1 iG], who was a SOIl of Simeon Edgerton. a cap· 
tain in the Continental army during the Revoln 
tion, who fought at the battle of N PW London, his 
birth occurring in ] 7:32; he a Ron of .Jo~eph Ed 
gerton, also a native of Norwich, Conn., and in 
fact the genealogy of this family can be traced 
back to Puritanical days. Marson Edgerton re 
moved from his native State and went to New 
York City, where he embarked in the tea busineso. 
His death occurred in 1876, at the age of Rixty 
ypars, and he, like all the other male members of 
the Edgerton family, from gimeon down, who have 
(lied, are bnried in the little cemetery at Pawlet, 
V t. Marson Edgerton was marriE'cl to Miss Betsy 
1\Iplissa Brown, by whom he Lad one SOil, Rollin 
A. (the principal in this sketch). His first wife 
died 011 July 8. lb·±(. He subsequently mar 
ried Miss Lucy Gregory, by whom be had two 
children: Edward and Charles. the latter still liv 
ing. This wife died in IbGl. Rollin A. Edger 
ton was reared in his native town, and ellncated at 
the public schools at that place, and also at the 
St. Lawrence Academy at Potsdam, N. Y. After 
finishing his course of btudy, at the age of seYen
teen years, he went to Fremont, Ohio, where he 
obtained employment as clerk in a hardware store. 
Re remained with the same firm until the Civil 
\Var commenced, and then, in rec,ponse to Presi 
dent Lincoln' 8 call for 73.000 men for three months' 
service, he enli::-.ted :1'3 a private in COllJpany F, 
Eighth Ohio Volunteers, and when mustered out 
held tbe rank of sergeant. He immediately aftt'r 
ward was mUbtered in the three YE'ars' senice as 
sergeant in the Seventy '-,econu Ohio, and then 

promoted to a second lieutenanoy. and afterwal'll t 
~l'ly· 
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fir::.;t lienh'11Hnt, taking part in the battlp~ at ~hi
loll, Sit>gt' of Uurillth, "ith Grant at GrHlHl Half, 
thp fil''-it hattle at Jackson, Hiegp of Yick~hnrg, 
s('collll battle' at Jack:-.on, hp:-.idl':-J a 11l1lUhpl' of 
others. Hl' was grallh·d HlP find Iwrlllit to (lit-J 
('harge' army ofiic('r.., to halll' at Little Hock, awl 
located here in lmsilless t-lhortl.v aftpr tlIp war had 
elided, remailling in mercantile lift> nIltil the year 
ISIO, whell he was commisbicne<1 n'ct'ivpr of puh 
lie moneys for the Little Hock (h~·.,trict hy Pre~il1eut 
Grullt. He cre<.1italJlj filletl this offie(· for four 
years, und wa~ appointPll pObhlla~ter hy Presidl'nt 
Arthur, all December 81, 1...,81, Sel'Yillg fonr yean, 
in that officl' to tlll' snh:,faetivll of the people. JUr. 
Bdgerton waf-) electe(l ~('('retary of tll!' Little Hoek 
Uooperagp (lorupany in 11..,'H, and was COllLH.'Ctf.'d 
with the Exchange Ba.nk of that city, t-Jt>l"Ying as 
its vice president. He \\ as also presil1eut of tIlP 
Baring Cross Bridge Company, nntil its llurcha:-.e
by Jay Gonltl, and wa~ one of th(, directors of the
Iron Mountain Hailroa(l dnring thE' same pt>riod. 
On January 1, I ~GG, Mr. Edgerton wa':> married to 
]Uiss EmIlia A. Downs, a danghter of Jame~ 

Downs, of Frt-'mont, Ohio. Two bons were born 
to this malTiage, Uharles H. and Morgan B. 1\1rs. 
Edgerton and hE'r younge:-;t son atten(l thE! Pirst 
Presbyterian Ohurch. 001. Edgerton is a member 
of the G. A. R., and al"3o the Loyal L0gion. He 
was reappointed })y President HarrinoD to his for
mer position of postmaster at Little Hock, in Au
gnst. 18iU, and tool::. ehargp of the office on Sep
tember 1, suC'cE.'f'(lillg 001. Thomas ,r. N ('wton. 

R. lH. Emlprs, ]\1. D., ranks amoIlg thE' fore 
mo~t of the lea(ling physicialJ:-; of Little Hock, and 
hi;., career as a ph.' bieian, no lp~b than as a citi 
7.en, has heen of wiJesprea<.1 hpllent to the com 
munit,\'. He was born in Baton Rougfl, La., in 
]b-W, and there, at an early H;.;e laid the founda 
tioll. for a good lit0l'm',\ ('(lncation, uwlcr Prof. 
l\IcGruder, onf' of the most eminPIlt ('clncators of 
the South. At the age of llitletpen yearc" he com 
11lf'ncf'(1 the f-)tndy of IDt'c1icinE.' nnder his fathpr, 
Dr. P. 1\1. Enders, and later aH('udp(l llwl1icalll'ct 

wa~ malh, on tllP Arkansas Hiver, below Pine Bluff, 
IJl1t aftp}" a TP:-.i(l(,lLCP thpr0 of a few years he re
JllO\,pa to Danlall(,lh" l'Plllaillillg" in this location 
fonr ye<tr:-.. H(' ha.., (,.;i nblislll·a an (>rlviablf' reru 

tatioll ovpr a largo purtiou of t Ill' ~:;tatf-l during his 
pra('ii('(' IH'rp, hnt at this poiut ill his career, he 
\Vn~ obl ig·pt1 to ~ppk a more congeuial climate on 
accouut of tlll' hea1th of his family, awl with this 
(-,ll(l in view, IH' went to Or<mge Uonnty, Fla. 
After rt'lllailling Iwrl:' fivo .' (:'ar~ ana finding his 
wifp':-. health llO hettt'r, Ill:' r0illm(:'(1 to SontlWl'n 
T('::-.a<." tllHl finally camo to Litlll' Hoek, where he 
at onct' l)('gaIl tllC' }nacti('(' of hi~ profession. Dr. 
Elld<"fc, was lllttlTie<1 ill Arkansas, to 1\1iss Editha 
Kill11l! ongh, by "hom he lws the folIo" iIlg chil 
dn·u : John K., ~alllnel ]\1., Ethel B., Eddie N., 
Hobprt M., Jr., Griffith and Hellry Bennett. 

,John O. Englalld, private secr~'tary of Gov. J. 
P. Eagle, was bOI'11 in BrowIlsville, the old county 
seat of Lonoke County, on Janna!') ]~, ]S50, and 
is a son of ,Villiam Harrison England, of GeOl·gin. 
rrhe father was a prominent merchaut in Kosciusko 
Oonnty, 1\1iss., for a number of years before com 
ing to Arkansas, and arrived in the latter t)tate in 
thE' year 184:U, locating at Brownsville, then in 
Prairie County. He established the first hotel 
ever opened in that town. anu was afterward elect
ed town treasurer, hohling that office until his 
election as county clf'rk, which position hf' filled up 
to the time of his death, in April, 18GO, at the age 
of forty five yeal's. In politics he was an old liDe 
'\\'hig, bnt was elected to his la;.,t office as an inde
pl·mlent canuic1ate. defeating one of the most pop
ular lllen in that county, ,Yil1iam Goodman. He 
wa'-i three times re eledel1, amI at the time of his 
death the office was filled hy his former opponent. 
The e]Jer England was married to ~Jiss LalU·eva 
Boyette, a Jady of French descent, who was born 
ill Georgia. rThe)' ·were the parents of seven cbil 
chen, of whom fonr are yf't living, and allrE'sidents 
of Arkansas. The mother is still living, and 1"8 

f'>ille:-, i.n Lonoko Oounty with two of her children. 
,Johu O. England was rf'ared in Brownsville and 

lln''i at tll(' L: ni ver:-,ity of Luui:-,iaIlrt at ~ f'W Orlt'ans, eclucated at thp schools oT tLat place and at Hick-

Itn(l npon leaving this instItution. in 1 '>IHI. he bore ory Plains, but his schooling was interrupted by t 
~_(i)__W_i_~_h_b_O_Il_o_r_t_l_le_t_it_l_e__ __H_i_S_fi_r_st_l_o_c_a_b_·o_nO_f_D_o_ct_o_l_.. __tl_le_C_'l_.V_l_l_,_r_a_r_,_W_h_l_·C_h_P_l'_O_V_e_d_v_e_l_'Y_d_i_Sa_s_t_r_o_u_s_t-:0=::=iS=:::;:0F 
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family. During that event he obtained a position 
as clerk with the firm of t-5mart Lv' Clmmberlaiu, at 
HuntersvjUe (now Argenta), out soon afterward 
went to Hicks Station and establi<:>hed hilll~elf in 
business, remaining there nutil thp slUTendel'. He 
then joined his brother in a bnsiuess venture, hut 
finding that his inclinatiou toward the law ~was too 
strong to rebist, he determined to make that his 
calling in life. For several years he studied law 
in the office of 1\Iessrs. Gantt &, Bronaugh, the 
leading law firm in Prairie County, and in 1S70 
was admitted to the hal', and began to pradiee hib 
profession at Devall's Bluff, when" he r8111ained 
until 1Q73. He next came to Lonoke, and prac
ticed with succes:-: until the ypar 1~~ 7, bping attor 
ney for the Little Rock hranch of the CottOll Belt 
Railroad, and during that year moved to Little 
Rock, where he was shortly afterward appoiutpd 
private secretary to Gov. Eagle. 1\Ir. England 
became business manager of the DC'vall Liberal 
while at that place, which paper succumbed, aftN 
several months of puhlication, from lack of support. 
although one of the brightest newspapers in that 
section. In 1Cl72 he acti vely absisted in establish 
ing the Prairie County Democrat, and was local 
editor and business manager, and six months later 
bought out his partner' s intere~t and maven. to 
Lonoke County, where the name was changed to 
the Lonoke Democrat, and in 18'7\) was sold to his 
brother, Mr. J. E. England. Mr. England has 
been a member of the :lHasonic fraterni ty since his 
twenty first year, and has passed through several 
degrees. He also belongs to the Knights Temp 
Jar, Knights of Pythias and Knights of Honor. 
In Janum'y, Ib75, he was married to Miss Nl,llie 
Ohapline, of Lonoke County, who was born in 
Greenville, S. C. Five children have lwl'n borll 
to this marriage, of whom four are yet living: ,Yi1 
helmine, Nellie, Ralph and an infant daughtf'l', 
:Mauc1. In religious belief 1\11'. England is a mem 
bel' of the Baptist Church, and is a liberal COIl 
tributor to all religious and educational enterpris\-'s. 

j 
Ohief Justice E. H. EIlglish (l1eceased) wac; 

born March OJ 181(), ill Madison County, Ala. 
His parents moved to Limestone County. near 
Athens, when he was still young and residec1 there 
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until their death, young English lwillg rearell ou a 
plantation aud attendiIlg the public ~chools of that 
county until he had attainf'd his fourteenth year. 
He then completed his acac1emic eu.nl'ation, at thc' 
town of Atheus, but pven afterward pnrsuf'd in 
private' tllf' clas~ics and higher brauche~ of j1Jn 
glish stUlly. He was greatly aided in thi~ by Mr. 
James Frazil'r, a graduate of tll(-' famous U niYer 
~ity of Edinburgh, BC'otlallll, amI also of the no less 
noted Univensity of Virginia. ,Yhen making his 
choice of a profession, Mr. Ellgli~h l111hesitntingl) 
adopkd the law and entered the office of the Han. 
GeorgI:' H. Houston, who wac; aftpl'wanl Governol' 
and United States Senator for Alahama. 1\11'. 

English wa::, admiited to the bar ill 1 ~3U, and when 
only a little over twenty Olle year:-; of age, wa~ 

elected to the State legislature from Lillle~tonp 

County, Ala. He was afterward re elel'ted for one 
term, and at its expiratioll COlllillPIH'ed to practice 
his profe<-;<:>ion at Athpn~. where hp remained until 
the year 18-14, then comillg to Littlp Hock, Ark. 
At this place his career in the law was OIle of the 
most brilliant and succe~sful in the legal anI1als of 
Arkansas. In the fall of 18-1-!-, he was appointeu 
by the snpreme court reporter of it~ decisions, 
and during his occupancy of this position, pnblished 
eight volnmes of his reports, from the Sixth to the 
Thirteenth Arkallsas, inclusive. In lSJ6 he wac; 
elected hy a joint vote of two houseb of the Arkansas 
legislatl1l e to digest the laws, and performed tbi::, 
work to the entire sati~·;faction of 8\ ery one in eight 
een months. In 18-!~ he was a candidate for as~oci 
ate ju-,tice of the supreme court. but waH defeated h~ 
J ntlge \Valk('r. In November, 1":-)4,, he was elected 
chief j nstice for six years, to fill the unexpired term 
of Chief Justice G. C. \Vatkins, and uutil the clo~p 
of Judge \ratkins' term, bad the honor of pre-,i(liIlg 
with and oYer the judge ~\\'ho had Jefpated him in 
18-1~. In 1c,GO hp was 1'8 elected unanimously for 
a full term of eight year~, but at the close of tlle 
war, he resumed bis law practice nt Little Hoek. 
continuing until lbi+, '.vhen he was again eleetell 
chief juc;tice. In the allotment for ela-;~itieatioll, 

uncleI' the eon-;titutioll of 1 \ 1-1, he drew th!' 111i,1l11l' 
or six year";' lot. an(1 that tl'rln expire(1 ~\Yith 1\~O. 
The same ~ ear be wa~ l'e ('lected \yitbunt llpposi 
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tiOll by thE" people, for a term of eight ypars, and 
on September 1, 1~ '34-, his labors ceas8(1, and he 
was called before the pr8sence of a just and merciful 
God, to be judgec1 as he had judged othel's. Judge 
English was twice married: first in Athens, Ala" 
Hepternber 30, 15-10, to Miss J uEa A. Fisher, one 
of Athen'F, most hE"autiful and accoUlplitlhed daugh 
tel's, who died in 1871. His second marriage oc 
curred in July, 187:2, to Mrs. Susan A. ,Yhele:-,s, 
of Nashville, Tenn., an attractive and cultivated 
lady, who still survives him. As a Freemason, 
Judge English was eminently distinguishpd. He 
joined the fraternity at Athens, in lR4-:3, and when 
quite a youth, he was made Master of his lodge. 
At Little Rock he affiliated with the Western Star 
Lodge No.2, and in 1CS4-3 was plected ~Iaster of 
that lodge, which office he held for many years. 
In 1849 he was elected Grand :Master of the State, 
and after a lapse of ten years, was again elected 
to that office for ten years, at the end of which 
time he was re elected. He held the chipf place 
in his Chapter as a Royal Arch l\Iason, as also in 
his Commandery as a Knight Templar, and had 
passed through the various degrees. He was 
elected General Grand High Priest of the General 
Grand Chaptpr of the Uuited States, and his nallle 
is familiar to Masons over the entire world; the 
:Masonic decisions of Grand Mas tel' Engli:-,h hav' 
ing been translated and read by many tongues and 
places, the very names of which were unknown to 
him. Judge English was a Christian gentlr'man, 
and had joined the ~Iethodist Church early in life 
in his native State. P. D. English, deputy clerk 
of the supreme court of Arkansas, was born in 
Athens, Ala., Jannary 2. 184.G, and itl a f',on of 
Chief J listice Elbert H. anJ Julia (Fisher) Eng 
lish. He was reared in Little Rock, and has re 
sided in ehat city the greater part of his life. At 
the age of fourteen years he left school, and was 
appointed deputy clerk of the supreme court, and 
continued in that capacity until 1804., when he 
joinE"d Gen. Fagan's ef:>cort, and remained with 
him until the close of the war. After that event 
he returned to Little Rock, and worked for the 
firm of Scott. Lawson &, 00., where he remained 
for several yean'>, and thpn commenced the study 

of law in his father's office. After heing licensed 
to practicf', in HW7, he continued in his T)rofession 
uutil ] biO, and then f'ntered the ,Vashingtoll and 
LeA University at Lexington, Va., from which in
stitute he graduated the following year. He next 
returned to Littlfl Rock, and l'nterecl into partner 
ship with his father, under the fil'ill name of E. H. 
&; P. D. English, bnt in 1873 he moved to Texas, 
where he resided for one year and then carne back 
to Little Rock. Mr. Ellglit3h then turned his at 
tention to farming, continuing ill that occnpation 
until 1880, when he was appointed deputy clerk of 
the Arkansas Supremp Court, by L. E. Barber, 
clprk of that court, and has served in that capacity 
ever since. IVIr. English is also secretary of the 
Arkansas Collecting, Detective awl General Intel
ligence A ssociation at Little Rock. In secret 
societies he is Chief Templar of Little Rock Lodge 
No.1, L O. G. T., and Grand 'llreasurer of the 
Grand Lodge I. O. G. T., of Arkansas. In relig~ 
ious belief he is a member of the Methodist Epis
copal Church, t)outb, and is secretary of the board 
of stewards. JUr. English was married on Febru· 
ary ]G, IS'37, to Miss Katie L. Speirs, of Cohlll 
1m", Miss., by whom he has had two children: 
]Harguerite and Katherine. 1\irs. English is a 
member of the First Presbyterian Church. 

Thomas Essex, one of the most prominent men 
of Little Rock. was born in St. Louis, Mo., 
December 15, 1837. His father, James c., was 
born in 18] 1, and his mother, wbose maiden name 
was Rebecca Lee, was born in Ireland in 1818, 
the youngest of fifteen childl'en. She came to 
America when only nine years of age with grand
parents (Lee) and settled in Illinois near St. Louis, 
afterwanl moving to that city. The granrlfather, 
Thomas Essex, was a celehrated physician in 
England, who came to this country and settled in 
Tennessee at an early day. The father of our 
8ubject left home when a boy, aIlU settled in St. 
Louis, where he still resideR, at the advanced age 
of seventy eighty, aIld his estimable wife, seventy
one yeal's old. Thomas received his primary edu
cation in the private schools at St. Louis, and at 
the high school at Arcadia, Mo. In 1834 he en~ 
tered McKen,iree College, at Lebanon, Ill., where t 
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he received the degree of A. B. in the clas,,> of 
1838, and degree of A. M. in 1800. After his 
graduation he read law in thE' office of Hon. 
Thomas O. Johnson, of St. Louis, and was honored 
with the degree- of LL. B., in the Oincinnati Law 
School, in 1~O 1. Mr. Essex then ,,>stUed ill Iron 
ton, neal' Arcadia, Mo., when~ he resided for some 
fifteen years, part of the timp teaching at the 
Arcadia school, and later giving his attention to 
the practice of law. In conjullction with ,Yo H.
,Vinfield, afterward a resident lawyer of Little 
Rock Ark, he edited and publisbed for some 
time the Iron Oounty Register, in the interests of 
the Democratic party. This paper is still in ex
istence, and is published by the editor to \vhom it 
was sold as soon as the county went Democratic. 
In June, 1866, 1\lr. Essex was married to 1\1iss 
Adeline V., daughter of Bellj. awl Caroline 
(Murry) Hypes. natives of Virginia, and residents 
of Lebanon, Ill. To this union one chi1<.1 has bpen 
born, Carrie Lee, an attractive lady, who has been 
given every advantage of schooling. having gradu
ated at the Little Rock University, in the class of 
1888. Both the parents of l\fr. and 1\1rs. Essex 
are living; the former celebrated their golden wed 
ding in September, 1884. her parents enjoying a 
similar anniversary in November of the same year. 
Mr. Esspx was elected, in 1867, to fill an unexpired 
term in the l\lissollri Senate, representing the then 
Twenty fourth senatorial district, embl'acing the 
counties of Iron, Madison, \Y aynf>, Butler. Hey 
nolds, Shannon, Carter, Ripley and Oregon. He 
was re-elected in 11:370, for the full term of four 
years, and the la:-;t two years of that service was 
president pro tern of that bouy. In December, 
1873, Mr. Essex moved to Little Rock, and took 
charge of the lanJ department of the t3t. Louis, 
Iron 1Hountain & t30uthern Rail way, and in J an
uary, 1876, was regularly appointed land commis 
sioner thereof. In 1881 he was made tax commis 
sioner of the Missouri Pacific, in Arkansas, ill ad 
dition to his position as land commissioner. The 
affairs of the land department of the Little Rock 
& Fort Smith weTe added to his charge in Febru 
ary, 1889. After coming to Little Rock, 1\11'. Es

sex b'ecame a member of the order of Knights of 

Honor, and is now Past Dic-tator; Littlfl Rock 
Lodge No. --t-G2; of the Royal Arcanum. now Past 
Regent; Quapaw Council No. 9'1, and of the 
Knights of Pythias, now Past Grand Commander 
and Supreme Represpntative of Damon Lodge No. 
3, also charter member of Pioneer Division No. 
1, U. H .. and A. D. c., for Arkansas, Staff of l\Iajor 
General. with the rank of Colonel. He is Presi 
dent of Section 5~}-l: E. R., and was elpcted Grand 
Chancellor at the 01 ganization of the Grand Lodge 
of Arkansas, in ] ~Sl. In 11-{8:3 he wa"> elected 
Supreme Representative and 1"e elpcted in 1887. 
At the Supreme Lodge. in session at Cincinnati, 
in 1888, hE' was elected a member of the board of 
control of the Endowment Rank for a term of two 
years. 

\Villiaw Farrell. Sr.. an E'xtensivE' lumbE'l' mer 
chant of WrightsvillE', is a native of Canada, and 
came to Arkansas in 11)80, from Ludington, 1\1ich. 
He is sole proprietor of the well known Wrights
ville mills (saw and planing), the property posses 
sions also em bracing one dry kiln and a private 
railroad, running back into the timber regions 
aLout nine miles. This railroad will eventually ex
tend twenty fonf miles. in order to reHch desirable 
timber localities. lfr. Farrell owns 51,000 acres 
of land, covered with magnificent forests. which, 
at the rate of his present astonishing business, 
must soon he cleared. The business is rapiuly in
creasing, and thongh now only seventy five men 
are employed, that number will soon be inadequate 
to carryon the work demanded. The stock in 
voices not less than :)250.00n, to which auditions 
are constantly being madE'. The straightforward 
and honest method that is manifested in the trans
action of his hn~ines~. E'nsures for l\lr. Farrell, 
what he well deserves, a liberal and eontinuons 
patronage. He is widely and favorably known 
throngLont a wide territory. 

Col. A. \Y. Files. interested in the law, real 
estate and brokerage business, anu one of the Ie-ad 
ing citizens of Little Rock, was born in Tuscaloosa, 
Ala., being a '3011 of OliYer and Naney (Stone) 
Files. who moved from Tuscaloosa to Ashlev 
County, Ark., in ] ~+b. WhE'll their son was nin~ 
teen years old. Young Filps was educated in the 

t 
.., ~F 



(i? ... 

j 


430 HISTORY OF 

high schools of his native StatE', but his school 
days were tE'rminated upon his parE'nts' rE'muvul to 
Arkansas. HE' assisted his father upon the planta 
tion in their new home until the fall of 18JU, when 
he entered the mercantilE' house of l\Ie'3 . ..,rs. Colm 
&, Gelh'spy, awlremainE'd with thE'1ll until the sher 
iff of bis county inducE'd him to accE'pt a deputy 
ship. Hf' served in this capacity for two ),E'ars, 
and the two yearR following had entire cba,l'ge of 
the office. In 1'-,~)'-, he was elected clerk of ARhlE'Y 
County, and remained in that position for ten 
J ears. During the Civil \Var he was assigned to 
the qnartE'rmaster' R uppcutment of the Trans 1\1is 
sissippi dE'paltment, and was also under Sandy O. 
Faulkner (the original ArkanRaw Traveler) in the 
ordnance uepartment. In 18G8 Col. Files was re
moveu from office by military order, after which he 
entered into mercantile life, and also obtained a 
lirenRe to practice law. In commercial cil'cles he 
was a member of the :firm of Files Bros., and sub
sequently with Files, Boyd & 00. He continued 
in this dual capacity until the year 187G, when he 
witbtlrew and elevoted his entire time to law, his 
practice having assumed fair proportions. In 187J 
he wa<.; elected to the fipecial session of the legiR 
latnre, ana was one of the hardest workers in that 
body for a con~titntional convention, at the same 
time declining a nomination as a member of same. 
In lSQO Col. Files was again elected to the legisla
hue, and in the summpr of 1S8~ he waR a canJi
datp for State auditor 1>efo1'p the Dpmocratic con 
vpntion, his principal opponent heing Dr. 1\1. M. 
1\IaGuire, of Dardanelle. Howpver, Uol. FileR re
cpived the nominrrtion, and wa~ opposed befon> the 
people by 1\11'. H. P. Barry, on the Illdepl:-'ndent 
ticket, but he was elE'rtec1 hy a majority of 30,000, 
and in ]S~J waR nominated by acclamation in the 
Democratic convention and re Alpctpd by a large 
majority. He sel'vpd in that capacity until January, 
18"i7, wlH'n he l'ptirf'c.l from office, and in April of 
the same year formed a partuprship with 1\11'. H. 0. 
Hinton, formerly book kePIH'r with Auditor FilE'R, 
for the pnrpo",E' of carrying on a real pst ate awl 
hrokpl'age Imsiness. This enterprise has bepn :mc 
cesRful, and the firm pnjoy a largp Imsim'hs in that 
line in Little Rock. In.Jnly, ] Q8U, Col. Files was 
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eloctecl gel1f'l'al manager of the Arkamlas Oollect
ing, D(·tective and General Intelligence Associ a 
tion, a greatly nef'ded and extensive inHtitution, 
whoso bU9iness extend~ thronghont the State. In 
religions faith tl)A ColonAl is a member of the Sec
ond Baptist Church at Little Rock, and also treas
Ul'('l' of same and :-mperintendC'nt of the Sunday
school. Besides this, he ih treasnrer of the Arkan
8as Baptist ~tate Convention, and also of the 
Statp l\Iis:oion Boaru. He takes a great interest in 
educational matters, and is one of the uirectors 
and treasllrer of the Ouachita Baptist College, at 
Arkadelphia. Col. Files was married on June 13, 
1854, to Miss ~arah T. O. Orook, daughter of 
Hon. 'Y. D. Crook, of Drew Oounty. Ten chil
dren have been born to their union, of whom five 
are yet living: Lelia G. (wife of John L. Hawk 
ins), Abbie J. (wife of J. 'Y. Clingman), Ruth, 
Harry and Ethel. His family are also members of 
the Baptist Church. 

James H. Flemming, real-estate dealer, sur
veyor and civil engineer, of Little Rock, is a na
tivf' of Shelby County, Ill., and a son of Peter 
and Allna (Owens) FlpUlming, natives of Ohio and 
Tennessee, rpspectively. :1\11'. Flemming weni. to 
Illinois in 182£1, and E'ngaged in farming. He 
helped locate the county Beat at Shelbyville, and 
was subsequently elected sheriff, serving in that 
capacity for eighteen yean;, after which he was 
elected county judge, and then judge of the 
criminal court, thus continuing for twenty four 
years. In all, he held offices of public trust 
and confidence for forty-two years. He died 
while in the latter position, and when returning 
home aftE'r a day's session, being stl'icken with 
heart disease and dying without a struggle. JUr, 
awl Mrs. Flemming were the parents of eleven 
chil(lren, pight of whom arE' living, and two of 
whom arp resiuputR of thiR State: James Ii. (our 
snbjpct) and 1\Iary (wifp of S. G. 01101'. a resi 
dent of HalillE' Connty). Mrs. Flf'mming died 
about 1",;)7, at the age of forty one. James H. 
waR reared in Illinois on a farm, until about 
tweuty yearR old, aftE'r which hp clerked in a store 

nearly a year, and was then €'lectpd constable of t 
.Jordan Creek <liR!.Tie!. before ho was tWPntY-~F 
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but qualified after reaching his twenty-first birth 
day. He was deputy sheriff and constable nnLler 
his father for six years. Coming south, hp en 
gaged in trading borses ana lll~les, and later 
entered into farming in Hernantlo County, Miss., 
for eighteen months, when the war hroke out and 
he returned borne, as it happelled. on the la"t 
train on the Illinois Central, w bich ran from 
l\Iemphis to Cairo. He tben took a contract to 
furnish 1\le88r8. Hall & Durkee ties for the rail 
road wbich was being lmilt east of Shelbyville, 
and which is now known as the Illinois & St. 
Louls Railroad. About a year later. he came south 
and located in Devall's Bluff and Little Rock, and 
took a contract from the Government to furnish the 
1\Iemphis & Little Rock Railroad with general 
supplies, which position be hpld from July, lS()--t-. 
until the close of the war. After this he elllbarked 
in the mercantile business at Lonoke and Austin, 
and then purchased a place down the river, and 
resumed farming a few years. Taking a contract 
subsequently to build seventy miles of railroad for 
the Arkansas Ceutral (now the Arkansas l\1icUand). 
he constructed only thirty miles. as no remunera 
tion was forthcoming and he was ohLiged to give it 
up. He was then occupied in farming for two 
yeaTS, after which he was appointed depnty sheriff. 
In 18/" Mr. Flemming was nominated by the 
RepUblican Central Committee as candidate for 
circuit clerk, and was elected, bnt was counted ont 
by the Democrat". 1\11'. Flemming is a strong 
RepUblican, and i.., a member of the Lincoln Club 
of Little Rock, and of the county central commit 
tee; be was appointed a delegate from Little nock 
to the Liberal Republican National convl'ntion at 
Cincinnati. Of late years he has lwen a planter, 
but is now disposing of his stock, and is devoting 
his time to surveying :mc1 civil engineering. He 
is one of the primp movers in blLilding the Little 
Rock & Choctaw Railroad, of wh~ch hp i-; also one 
of the directors, and is a mC'll11wr of the 80ciety of 
Surveyors. Engineers and Architects of Arkansac;. 
1\1r. Flemming was married in 1\1ay, ] SII, to 1\lrs. 
Co"rnelia A. Cook. They are the parents of one 
boy, James, now dpceased. 1\lrs. Flemming is 
connected with the Second Presbyterian Churcb. 

Hon. Thomas Fletclwr. a rt'tirc'd merchant and 
one of the most brilliant lawyers that ever prac 
ticell hdore the bar in Arknnsrls, as well as a 
pioneer of tbat State, was born in what is now 
Ranrlolph County in the year 1 blO, and is a son of 
Henry Le\vi~ and 1\lal'y (Linclst'y) Fletcher, of 
Tennessee an<1 Kentucky, respectivf.'ly. Tht' par 
ents were married in Christian County, Ky., and 
in 1~ 1~ moved to \vhat is now Randolph County. 
In 1,)2~ they moved to that portion of Pulaski 
County which is now Saline, where the father dipd 
in 1<-540, and. the mother followed him in ] 85(). He 
was ODe of the earliest settlers of Arkansas, and 
becawe one of its leading citizens and influential 
men. His father was John G. Fletcher, of Tt'n 
nessee, who tlied in Lawrence County, Ark., in 
1S2~, and hi::; fathE'l' in law, Caleb Lilldsey, was a 
native of Christian County, Ky., and one of the 
earliest spttlers of what is now Randolph Connty, 
Ark. Thomas Fletcher was the second child in a 
family of ten, He received a good common bchool 
education in his yonth, and on reaching his matnr 
ity began teaching school himself. On 8eptembor 
(), 1\-1--1, he was married to Lucinda, a daughter of 
8tephen Beaver, of HendE'rson County, Tenn., hy 
whom he had a family of ten children, three 
daughters yet Ii villg. After his marriage he settled 
on a large farm in Owens Township, about fifteen 
miles west of Little Rock, where he resided until 
]~GR with th8 exception or two year">, in which he 
served through the Civil \Yar. Since then he has 
resided in Little Rock, alld intt'uds to make that 
cit) his rutl1r{, hOllle for life. lUI'. Fletcber is one 
of the lal'gpst land ownpr~ in Pulaski Connty, Oiyn 
iug altogpther al )(JUt :2., ;)00 acl't's. He has ]) 000 
acres in Owens Township that ('ontain yaluable 
('opper. lead and silver depo~it:;, which hp is work 
ing to some extf'nt, and from which he pxpects to 
realize con~illerablp b\:'nefit in the neal' future. He 
also own", a gnmitp (luany near LittlE-' Rock that 
has proVE'll to be a good im htmE'nt, an(1 consider 
able hnsilw--.s and residence property in that city. 
From 1');)8 to 1 \n2, 1\Ir. Fletcher Re~·yed as :--hl'l'iff 
of Pulaski Count), and in 1'-l():2 was plertetl to the 
State lE'gi~latul'e. In 1'-l(j() he was again plech::>d 
shel'iff, bnt after about twenty montb:-,' sel'vicp was ~ 
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legislated ont. HI? was licensed to practice law 
and carryon a real estate bu"ineflR in 1SOX, con 
tinning the latter ocrupation up to 1RSO. From 
Novembf'l', 1885, to 1 S88, he was appointed United 
States Marshal for the pastern district of Arkansas, 
and the (lischarge of his duties while occupying 
that position, as well as all other public offices that 
he haR hE'Ia, gave universal satisfaction. BpfOl'e 
the war Mr. Fletcher was a 'Yhig, but since that 
event he has voted the Democratic ticket, and his 
support of that party has been as strong as it was 
valuable. He is a member of :Magnolia Lodge 
No. 60, A. F. & A. M., at Little Rock, and the 
Agricultural Wheel. Mrs. FletchE'l'. who is a de 
vont Christian lady and attends the church of that 
name, has been of cOll<;iderable help to her hus
band, in his active life. by her good advice. Their 
sons: Henry Lewis (is a prominent planter). Rich 
ard (a cotton dealer) and John (who has adopted 
hiR father's pl'ofession, i" treading in the samp 
path cnt ant by the older man, and is making a 
fine record in the law). All three of the son'3 
resiae in Little Rock, and are among its wealthiest 
and most prominent citizen~. Mr. Fletcher is, per
hapR, the best-known citizen of Pulaski County, 
not only through his wealth and infiuence. but from 
hi:-; brilliant and honorable political career, which 
has never heen excelled by any man of either party. 

,Tohn F. Foley, ex superintendent of Little 
Rock Cooperage Company. In any reliable his 
tory of Pulaski Connty, the name that beads this 
sketch mu~t he given an enviable place among the 
bllsinf'ss men of Little Rock. His experience has 
been varied, but at the same time one that reflects 
credit on him as a man. He was born in Gal€'na, 
Ind., in 1"51, grew to manhood in Lafayette, Ind., 
and served an apprenticeship as a cooper. He first 
worked at bis trade in 18f)(). continueJ the same in 
Lafavette until 1SOc,. when he went to Louisville, 
Ky., < and there worked at his trade until 18'12. 
He then went to Galveston, Tex.. H1mained tuere 
two years, and then went hack to Lafayette, where 
be was married and lived for eight years. He 
then came to Little Rock, and after working here 
for about ten day~ be hecame snperintendent, and 

j t: d' that capacity for Rix years or until 
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l\Iarch of the prp:-,(>nt year (1 Rq\I), when hI? em 

barkf'd ill the retailli<luor 1111"inf'Sfl. He was mar 

ried to .lHis:-, l\Iary 1£. Bowman, a native of Delphi, 

Ind.. born on ,T nly 1, 18;)2, antI thrpp children are 

thl'> result of this union: Nina, Gporgp and Joseph. 

l\Ir. Folpy is the son (If Hamut>l H. ana l\Iargart>t 

H. (Vail) Folpy. ThE' father wa" horn llf'(tl' Lex

ington, Ky., al1rl worked at th(> COOPPl' trade' ill 

South(>rn Indiana, Jeffer:-,onyilh~, Gn'enville and 

Galena. He was warden of Bonthern Indiana 

prj:-,on, in Jeffersonville, for two years. He wa~ 


for about twenty-five years in bnsiness for himself, 

at Galena and Greenville. Inll. He died Septem 

bel' 19, 1890, at Peoria, Ill., where he had been 

living for four years. He was a memlwr of the 

Presbyterian Church. and a Republican ill politics. 

Margaret H. Vail was the daughter of Maj. Joseph 

Vail, of Galena, Ind., and a native of New Jersey. 

He was in the War of 1812 from Ohio, and was a 

farmer in Galena, Ind. Thp paternal grandfather 

Foley was a native of tht:' Old Dominion, and for 

many years ran a fiat boat on the Ohio and l\Iis 

sissippi Rivers. He (lied with yellow fever in 

Kentucky. The maternal grandfather, a Gar 

rison, was horn in England, and died in Indiana. 

The maternal grandmother was llinpty seven yecus 

of age at the time of her death. and the maternal 

grandfather was one hundred and four. The 

father was seventy nine year" of age. Mr. Foley 

is a l1lember of the 1. O. O. F. 


F. L. French, 1\1. D., city physician, Little 

Rock, Ark. Although young in years, Dr. French 

has already made for himself a representative 


. name, anLl is known all over the county as a suc 
cessfu] practitioner. He owes his nativity to Min 
nesota. where his birth occurred in l8nO. Nine 
years later he came with his parents to Little 
Rock, and here received his literary education in 
the public schools. He commenced thp study of 
medicine in 187D, in the InduRtrial University of 
Arkansas (medical department), and after passing a 
thorough examination, graduated in 1882. Start 
ing his career as a pl'actitiooer in the country, at 
the end of a year he came to the city, and located in 
his present place. Here he has huilt up quitp all 
extRnsive practice, and is a pTOmising young phy'i  t 
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ciano He was elected city physician in 1~80, and 
has been l'e elected each spring since to the sati9
faction of all. He was appointed county phy~iC'i<m 
two years previous to his choice as city physician. 
His extensive practice oubide of official <l uti es, aud 
his work as secretary of the city Loard of health (of 
which he i~ an ex officio member), now demand the 
greater part of Lis attention, though he is also COil 

nected with the State l\Iedical Society and Pulaski 
County l\Iedical Society. He is a member of the 
K. of P. The Doctor's father, G. JU. French, a 
native of Canada, is at pres8Ilt a civil engineer, 
and resi(les in Hot Springs. Dr. Frpnch is prosec
tor of anatomy in the l\Ieuical Depal'tment of 
Arkansas Industrial Univel'flity, and is one of the 
prominent men of the county. 

Jacob Frolich. secretary and manager of the 
Gazptte Publishing Company, Little Rock, is a son 
of John and l\Iarie Elizabeth (Herrman) Frolich, 
natives of Bayaria and Prussia, respectively. 1\11'. 
Frolich camp to America when a little boy, first 
landing at New Orleans. From there the fami] y 
wellt to a point near Vincennes, Ind., on the ,Ya
bash River, lived several years at Searcy, Ark., and 
later 011 moved to Evansville, where the parpnts 
passed the remainder of their days. 1\11'. Frolich 
was educated in private schools, and part of the 
time by a private tutor. VVhPll looking about for 
some profession to enter. he determined to learn 
the printer's trade, and had mastered that calling 
when only sixteen years of age. He then went 
south, and found employment at St. Louis, Baton 
Rougp , New Orleans, and "ieveral othpr cities, and 
worked steadily at his trade until the Civil 'Yar 
commenced. His sympathie"i beillg with the South 
in that struggle for supremacy, he enlisted in the 
Confed(>rate army, seTVing the last two year::, in the 
first company of the ,Yashington Artiller~ of New 
Orleans. After the war was over, he went to 1\Iem
phis, Tenn., and engaged on the :lUemphis Appeal, 
remaining with that paper OIle year. His next 
location was at Searcy. Ark, where he estahlished 
the \Yhite County Record, of which he was editor 
and publisher for twelve years, and then soIa out. 
In 1878 1\Ir. Frolich was elected secretary of Stah-.

j and served three terms successively, or six years in 
28 

all. In 1885 he was appointed as chief of the 
mineral di vision of the general land office at 
\ra~hington, and one year later was made chief of 
the financial department of the United States pat
ent office. In June, 1880, he returned to Little 
Rock, ana became interested in the reorganization 
of the Gazette, and was elected secretary and 
manager, the position held by him at present. 
1\Ir. Frolich was married on September 2, 18G9, to 
1\Iiss Mollie Gaines Finley, a daughter of Dr. John 
B. Finley. Three children have been born to this 
union: Pearl, Finley and Herman. In religious 
belief 1\11'. Frolich is a Presbyterian, and MrR. 
Frolich and her daughter are members of the 
Episcopal Church at Little Rock. In secret soei 
eties he belongs to the l\Iasonic fraternity, at 
Seare.v, Ark. ,rhen Mr. Frolich took the position 
as secretary of State, that office ,vas a burden to 
the State, bnt, by the exercise of good common 
'Sense and executive ability, he made it pay its own 
expenses. and even prove a source of revenue. 
·While holding this position, at the solicitations of 
numerous friemls and members of the General 
Assembly, he wrote severel hundred letters to 
prominent men. in different sections of Arkansas, 
requesting their individual views as to the best 
method of deriving a State revenue. Acting upon 
these replies, and guarding against any infringe 
ment of the (rather limited) State constitution, he 
formed the general revenue bill which was adopted 
by the next General Assembly, and is the one now 
in use, with the exception of some modifications, 
made to meet the demands of a l'apidl~ growing 
State. Personally, Col. Frolich is a man high
ly respected, and one of the leading citizens of 
Little Rock, though modest and unobtrusive in 
his lllannel'. 

,Valter A. Galloway, one of the leading mer
chants and a popular resident of Pulaski County, 
was born in that county on Noyember 22, 1'344, 
and was educated in the schools of that neighbor 
hood. At the early age of seventeen years, he gave 
up his books to follow th", fortunes of war, and en
listed in Company F, of the First Arkansas 
1\Ionnte<1 Hiflemen, his uncle, 1\1. G. Galloway, com 

manding the compaIly. His experieIlces thro~~ 



1 
.... 


45-1- HISTORY OF 

that struggle were many amI varied, and on several 
occasions he was wounded while in the thick of 
battle. He waR in the 11attlE's of Richmond, Ky.; 
Pea Ridge, Helena, Ark; Mansfipld, La. ; Pleasant 
Hill, La., and anumbE'r of minor skirlllihhes. 
After the war was over, he returned to Pulaski 
County and commence<l farming up to the year 
1871. He then wpnt into business at what iR no,\' 
Galloway Station, on the IHempbis ..v, Little Rock 
Railroad, and opened up a general merchandise 
store, the town being named in bis honor. He 
continued in business at that point for three years, 
and then moved to KelTs, in Lonoke County, where 
he enterpd into the same line of businesR in con
nection with farming. In 18,9 he came to his 
present place in Pulaski County, and established a 
general merchandise business in which he has been 
very successful ever sinre. He carries an excellent 
stock of goods, valued at about $5,000, and owns 
something like $,.000 worth of real estate in his 
county, comoisting of 520 acres of land. Besides 
this, he owns 280 acres of valuable land in Lonoke 
County and several lmildings in the town of J ack
sonville. On January 10. lSG7, he was married to 
1\'[iss Lavena T. Heanes, of Mississippi, but lost his 
"'ife on May 1o, 18\j~, This maniage gave them 
eight children, of whom six are yet living: David, 
Jennie L .. Maggie, Katie, Annie, Emma, 1\1r. Gallo 
way was again married in 1S8~, his seconu wife 
being MiHS Susan S. Smith, of Georgia, by whom 
he has had four children: Edna anti Elenore 
(Jeceased)' and \Yaltpr A. and Susan f:i. (yet living). 
1\Ir, Galloway' H pan'nts wt're J ame~ B. and Mar 
garet A. (Shall) Galloway, the father a native of 
Virginia, who was onE' of the earlif'st ~pttlel'''' of Pu 
las}..i County. having arrived here in 1':mo. His par
ents were R. L. and 1\laria Galloway, who came to 
Arkansas the follo\, ing year. In 1'-;4-U, when the 
gold fever was spreadillg its contagion from the 
Pacific to thE' A.tlantic, James Galloway was one of 
the fir~t of those venturesome 'J\Jers to cross the 
plains and dig for the glittering metal in Califor 
nia. Un his retnrn, fonr yearR later, he commencpu 
farming and mer('handi~ing, which occllpatiolls he 
contiuued in up to the timp of his death, ill 1861. 
The Gallo\\ ay~ are of Scotch descent, their fore 

ARKANSAS. 

fatherR coming from Scotland to America at an 
early period in thi ... country' 6 hihtory. Walter A. 
Galloway is a representative business man and all 
infiuflntial citizen of Pulaski County, He has been 
pORhnastpl' of pJ acksonvillA sinc(j ] I)Q2, and holds 
tlw poqtoffi('E' in hiR place of business. A member 
of the 1\la80nic order he bt·longs to Jacinto Lodge 
No, 216, and haf> also been a memlJPl' of the Grand 
Lodge-. repreSE'ntillg that bod) as a delegate on 
several occasions. In politics he is a Democrat, 
and a malL of valuable aid to his party in this sec
tion. He has held the office of justice of the peace 
for one term in Lonoke County, and on8 term in 
Pulaski County, and has been school director in 
his district since 1~79. 

Lawrence D. Gleason, proprietor of the lead
ing restaurant of Little Hock. was born in Ireland. 
and came to America when only eight years old. 
He was reared in Cleveland, Ohio, and received 
his education in the public schools of that city; in 
boyhood days becoming apprenticed to Mr. Jacob 
Lohman, of Cleveland, with whom he remained 
four and one half years, learning the carriage
trimming trade. Going south, he first settled at 
Nashville, Tenn., and subsequently at Chatta 
nooga) Tenn., Huntsville, Ala., Jackson, Tenn., 
and Memphis. After the war, he engaged in the 
restaurant business in the last-named city, and was 
proprietor of the well-known "Sam's House," on 
Jefferson Street, until the year 1870, when he came 
to Little Rock and opened up a restaurant on the 
corner of Markham and Main Streets (the present 
site of the Bank of Little Roek). Though burned 
out on December 14, 1876, he quickly resumed, 
and stmted in the Benjamin Block (now Allis), in 
US/I returning to the new Metropolitan Block. 
Seven months later, he went to the Union Depot 
and operated the hotel there for ten years, but in 
November, 1888, establihhed his pl'eseut business 
on the northeast corner of Markham and LOllisiana 
Streets, where be also has a garden and dairy, 
furnishing his own vegetables and milk. Here he 
enjoys the patronage of Little Rock's best citizens. 
M1'. Gleason was married in 1838, to l\Iiss l\Iary 
McCabe, by whom he has Lad six children. They 
are members of Rt. Andrew's Catholic Cathedral. 

t 
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John Albert Goodson, constable of Owen Town
ship RnJ a prominent farmer in that section, was 
br rn in Cass County, Ga., in ] ~.J..J., and iH a l-'on of 
John F. and Eliza (Abel'nathy) Goodson, of North 
Oarolina, born in 1b] 1 and 1'-;12, respectively. 
The parents were married in 1"1:33, and after thpir 
union moved to the State of Georgia. In] ~;)0 
they came to Montgomery Oounty, Ark.. where 
they resided nntill "IGO, and thpn settled in Pulaski 
Connty, where the father died in 1875. The 
mother, who is a Baptist, still survives him. The 
elder Goodson was a well-known farmer and con 
stable in Pulaski County, and was also a member 
of the A. F. & A. M., belonging to Mary Williams 
Lodge No. 307, at the time of his death. He was 
a son of Joel Goodson, of North Carolina, who died 
in Georgia, where his father-in-law, Nathan Aber
nathy, also died. John Albert Goodson was thA 
seventh child of eleven sons and five danghters, 
of whom eight are still living. Schools were very 
scal'ce during the period .of his youth, conse 
<luently his education was not all that he-desired. 
However, what he accomplished by his own efforts 
in that direction, coupled with his natural ability 
and quick perception, enabled him to successfully 
cope with the world in after life. He was married 
in 1874, to 1\1ary J., daughter of Sherid "\Y. and 
Sarah M. Nowlin, natives of Georgia and Arkan
sas, respectively. Eight children wel'e born to this 
union, all of whom are living with their parents 
on the farm. Mr. Goodson owns :3 20 acres of val 
uable land, and has placed 100 acres under cul
tivation, having accumulated the greater portion 
of it by his own industry and good judgement in 
business transactions. In politics be is a stanch 
Democrat, and has served as constable for six 
years, and from 1883 to 1885 he filled the position 
of postmaster of North Point, He bas also been 
a member of the A. F. & A. M., 1\lary \Yilliams 
Lodge, for over eighteen years, and has held vari 
ous offices in that fraternity. :From 1872 to 1873. 
Mr. Goodson. carried the mail from Little Rock to 
Perryville, and then for eighteen months had 
cbarge of the route from Little Hock to Thlaumelle. 
He next carried tbe man from Little Hock to North 
Point, and was then appointed postmaster at tbat 

,.... 

place. Mr. and Mrs. Goodson both attend the 
1\li~sionary Baptist Church, Mrs. Goodson being 
as popular with the community as her husband. 

Dr. George \Y. Granberry. a prominent physi
cian aurl surgeon, of Jacksonville, Ark., was born 
in Russell County, Ala., September 1B, 1848, 
being a son of Richmond and Zilpba (Duncan) 
Granberry. Tbe father was a native of J eff81'son 
County, Ga., born in 18] I. His parents were 
Thomas and Olaricy (Yarbrough) GraIJbelTY, both 
from the State of Georgia, who moved to Missis
sippi, when Richmond was in his sixth year. 
After a residence of a few years in Mississippi, 
tbey returned to Georgia, moving to Alabama in 
] g:3/, but during their declining years decided to 
again return to Georgia and pass tbeir last days in 
that State. Thomas Granberry was a well known 
Baptist preacher, and of Irish descent. Mrs. 
Zilpha Granberry was born in North Carolina, in 
1820, and was the daugbter of Edmond and Nancy 
(White) Duncan; tbe father a native of North 
Carolina, and of Scotch descent. 1\11'. Duncan was 
a soldier in the Revolutionary 'Yar, and fougbt in 
a regiment from his native State. He escaped the 
siege and capture of Oharleston with bis regiment, 
by being mounted in place of a sick trooper, and 
taking part in the disastrous expedition with Gen. 
Moultrie to Monk's Corner, where tbe command 
was surprised by Tarleton, and cut to pieces. Mr. 
Duncan was among the fortunate few who escaped 
the bntchery that followed, and afterward served 
under Gen. Green until peace was declared in 
] 783. He settled in Georgia in 1812. Upon the 
visit of G en. Lafayette to the United States in 
1'-)34, he was among the few old veterans left to 
greet that venerable patriot. Richmond and Zil
pha Granberry were the parents of nine children, 
four of whom are yet living, the oldest son Benja
min F. Granberry, being killed in the Confederate 
army. The others died from natural causes. Dr. 
Granberry was reared in Alabama until twelve 
years of age, when his parents moved with him to 
Panola County, Miss., where he was educated in 
the public schools. On September 27, 1SG2, the 
Doctor enlisted in Company H, Second Regiment 

Mississippi Parti8an Cavahy, Capt. C. H. JO~~ 



HISTORY OF 

ston, anel served in the Confedel ate army until the 
close of the Civil vVar, sunE-nelering at :l\Ieridian, 
1\Iiss., May 1:-3, Hm~). Dpon reaching his eight 
eenth } E'ar, he commenced the btmly of mpdieine, 
attending his first coursE' of lectures at l\1elllphi~, 

TE'nn., in lS()8 UU. Retnrnmg home, he entert'tl 
a printing office at Water Yalley, Miss., and was 
afterwanl connected. with Capt. H. 1\1. Brown, 
editor of a paper callecl the l\1i6sissippi Central, at 
that town. He occupied that position for four 
years, when Le became news editor of the Tennes 
see Bapti~t, published at lUemphis, Tenn. j awl 
acted in that capacity nntil I8S0. He then en 
tered the 1\IellipLis Hospital Medical College, in 
that city, having previously taken a course of lect
ures at that institute, and graeluated in 18.51. 
In the same year he moved to Jacksonville, Ark., 
and commenced the pracbce of his pl'ofe~sion, and 
has remained in that town ever since. He was 
married on April BO, 1~71, in ,Vatel' Valley, 1Uiss., 
to 1\Iiss Eleanor Neville, who was born in Yalo
busha County, of that State, and a daughter of 
Whitley \V. and Francefl (Milam) Neville. the 
father a native of North Carolina, and a well 
known physician, and the mother from Alabama. 
Seven children were born to the Doctor't:> union 
with Miss Neville, five of them yet living: Benja
min F., 'William D., Edmond ,Yo (deceased), 
George 'Y., Lillie 1\1., :Maude E. (deceased) and 
Eleanor. Dr. Granbeuy is a stanch Democrat, 
and cast his fin;;t presiuential vote for Horace 
Greeley, the nominee of the Democratic party. in 
1 S72. He received the nomination of his party, 
for representativp of PulaJ"ki County to the legis 
lahue, in 18.50, and was elected; was renominated 
in 18'->\ and wa"> re elected, Lut resigned before 
the expiration of his term. I{e was an active and 
influential member, and took rank Hmollg the mo~t 
eifectiH' and eloquent tlebateri'> upon the floor of 
the General As~eml)ly. The Doctor is a prominent 
rueml)er of the I. O. O. F., having ueen initiated 
at \Vater Valley, Miss., ill 1870, and has taken 
the Encamplllent degrees. He was a member of 
the Graud Lodge, at Canton, Miss., in Ibi3, and 
at Yicb;bul'g in 1i...,i4; and is now a member of 
Banner Lodge I-to) at Memphis, 'renn. Both he 
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and his wifl' are memhers of the Baptist Ohurch, 
as arp neady all of the descendants. Dr. Gran
berry's profl'~sion hring:-, him in contact with all 
classes and charactl'}" of men, and his popularity 
\\ itll each and eyery one is due a~ much to his per 
~oIlal traits as to his reputation as a practitioner. 

Frank P. Gray, president of the F. P. Gray 
Dr} GOOdH~Comp[lny. No. 20() ~1ain Street, Little 
Rock, and Oile of the city's leading business men, 
was born in Augusta, Ga., being a son of James 
A. Gray, a prominent citizen and dry-goods mer 
chant of that place. The elder Gray was a noted 
manufacturer and well known in commercial cir 
cles throughout the South, being president of the 
SummerviHe Cotton Mills at Augusta. His wife 
was a Miss Arabella 0' Conner before her mar
riage, by whom he had seven children, only thTee 
of them yet living and all residing at Little Rock: 
Mary E. (wife of Joe P. Quinn), Frank P. and 
James A. (the latter studying law with Messrs. 
Caruth & Erb, leading attorneys of Little Rock. ) 
The father's death occurred on June 29, 18.50, and 
the mother followed him on October 3, 1881. 
Frank P. Gray was reared and educated in 
Georgia, but later on attenued Seaton Hall College 
at :South Orange, N. J. His close application to 
study serion~ly affected his health, and he was 
forced to abandon his college and go ablOad, tray 
eling through Englanu, Ireland and France until 
he was once more restored to his fOTmer strength. 
After a two years' stay in Europe he returned home 
and embarked in the dry goods business with his 
father at Augusta, Ga., remaining with him until 
his death. Hoon after, he formed a partnership 
with lUI'. Joe P. Quiun, and carried on the same 
liIle of business at Eatonton, Ga., continuing for 
eighteen months, and. in 1884 came to Little Rock, 
Ark., where the firm of Quinn &, Gray was t'btab 
lisbed. Suobequently it became known as the 
Quinn & Gray Dry Goods Company, with F. P. 
Gray as its presiaent; later Frank P. Gray with 
drew and fOl'meu the F. P. Gray Dry Goods Com
pany. This company ranks among the first of the 
many well known dry-goods houses of Little Rock, 
and its snccess is certainly due, in a large measure, 
to the foresight, business tact and enterprise of its 
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able president. 1\1r. Gray is onp of the foremost 
citizens to giye his aid to any worthy enterprise, 
and is one of the most popular men in commer 
cial and social circles ill Little Rock. 

j 

Joseph Griffith, of the firm of Griffith & Bris
bin, insnrance agents at Little Rock. is a native of 
that city, his birth occlllTing on 1\1ain Street be 
tween Fifth and Sixth, July 5, 1843. Hi., father. 
Henry Griffith, was born of English parents on 
board a ship from England to America. The 
elder Griffith, was reared at Harpel" s Ferry, Va., 
with four other brothers, and learned the gun 
smith's trade in his youth. From there he went 
to Louisville, Ky., and in 1830 came to Little 
Rock, Ark., where he resided np to the time of his 
death, in J8(}S. He carried on hi.;; adopted avoca 
tion with great snccess at Little Rock for anum 
bel' of years, but his' health failing after the war, 
forced him to rptire from active life. In politics 
he was an old line 'Whig, and held the office of 
city constable for sixtef'n successive years. his 
opponents finding it imposf'lible to Llefeat him at 
any election, and in secret societies he was a prom 
inent member of the Odd Fellows. He made his 
way through the world in a manner that found him 
many friends and rapidly pushed him to the front, 
his high sense of honor, tact and ability making 
him well known and respected. l\Ir. Griffith was 
married at Louisville, Ky., to Miss 1\lary Boyd, 
by whom he had nine children, six SODS and thrpe 
daughters. and six yf't living: Sarah J. (wife of 
John M. Frazier; of Engstrom & Frazier, mer
chant tailors), Mary E. (widow of 1\1. H. McGann), 
Annie E. (wife of John 'V. Earland, a prominent 
trunk merchant ). Joseph (the principal of this 
sketch), William R. (deputy State treasurer of 
Arkansas) and Thomas E. The mother is still 
living at a good age and in splendid health. Joseph 
Griffith was reared in the city of Little Rock and 
passed an uneventfnl life until hi" fifteenth year. 
when the Civil \Val' commenced and all b is youth 
fnl ardor was fired to become a soldier. In Feb
ruary, 1862, he enlisted in 'Villiam E. Woodruff's 
battery, and served as an artillery man for six or 
eight months, being assisted to the ordnancf' de 
partment at Tyler, Tex., where he remained for about 

three years. After the war was over, he returned 
to Little Rock, and entered into the employ of 
Thomas Scott. city collector; but remained with him 
only a short time, when he accepted a position as 
clerk in the old Anthony House. He suhsequently 
kept a store on the Fort Smith & Little Rock 
Railroad, ten miles northwest of the city. and later 
on was constable of Big Rock Township from J87f3 
to 1~7~. In the latter year, he was elected county 
treasurer of Pulaski County on thA Democratic 
ticket, filljng that office with great credit for ten 
years, and after being relieved of his position in 
1888, retired from politics altogether. On Jan 
uary 1, 1889, Mr. Griffith entered into the immr 
ance business witb Mr. John 1\1. Brisbin, and tbe 
firm is now one of the strongest in that line at 
Little Roch.. In secret socipties he is a member of 
Little Rock Lodge No. 452, Knights of Honor. and 
Baynard Lodge of the Knights of Pythias. He 
has also been a member of the Pat Claiborne Fire 
Company for twenty two years, and is at present 
treaSU1'er of that company, as well as secretary of . 
the Arkansas Nursery Company. 1\11'. Griffith was 
married on 1\1ay 1G. 1572, to 1\liss Cladie O. 
Hite, a daughter of \Villiam H. Hite, an old 1'esi
dent of Little Rock. Eight children have been 
born to this marriage, of whom seven are yet liv
ing: Daisy, Nellie, 1\lamie. Richy. Annie. Ed and 
Florence. The one deceased was named J 0hn. 

L. H. Hall, 1\1. D. (dece-ased), was one of thp 
most talented physicians in the State of Arkansas. 
and secured a reputation whiC'h placed him among 
the front ranks of the medical fraternity. He 
was born in Tennessee, in 1830, and at the age of 
ten years was taken by his parents to 1\Iiksissippi, 
where he grew to manhood, receiving a good clas 
sical education in the schools of that State. At 
an early age he became imbued with a desire to 
make medicine his profeksion. and began his medi 
cal f'ltndies under his father. who was a talented 
physician, and from his earliest youth was familiar 
with the different drugs. After several years prep
aration, he entereLl the-l\lemphis Medical College, 
of 1\lemphis, Tenn., and after taking one conrse 
of lectures began practicing with hifi father, con 

hetinning until the session of 1"'00 OJ, when 
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again entered the college and graduated in the and is the son of Frederick Hanger, a native of 
latter year. He then returned to his old home in Penllf;ylvania. ,Vhen quite a young man, P. H. 
Mississippi, and entered the Confederate army as went to Virginia, and after several years returned 
a private soldier. although his sympathies at first to Kentucky, where .pe carried the mail on horse 
were with the Union. He assisteii in organizing back across the country, from Cincinnati to Lex 
Company B, turned it over to an uncle, and join8d ington, for some time. After that he was employed 
the ranks as a private, but did not long remain in a store belonging to one Mr. Fisher, in a small 
such, for after the battle of Iuka he was elected to town called Ghent, on the Ohio River. For his 
the position of first lieutenant, and a short time services in this store he was given $100 ; quite a 
afterward became surgeon of his regiment. He fortune it seemed to him then, and it has since 
was captured at Fort Donelson, Port Hudson and proved to be the only salary he ever received, as 
Danville, Ky., being surgeon of Bell's brigade since that time he has been his own master. For 
when last taken, and was afterward appointed chief some years previous to 1834, Mr. Hanger was en 
surgeon of Chalmer's division. He was paroled gaged in boating up and down the Ohio and Mis 
at Gainesville, Ala., at the close of the war, and sissippi Rivers, starting from Cincinnati with a 
returned to :lHississipri, where he built up a fi ne stock of general merchandise and trading all along 
medical practice, and remained until December, the shore, and one winter took a contract to fur
] 870, then moved to Arkansas, locating at Devall's nlsh planters on the Red River. In 1834 he settled 
Bluff. In 1880 he removed to Lonoke, and after in Chicot County, at Gaines' Landing, and there 
February, 1888, was a successful practitioner of built bis cabin. He was almost as far (seemingly) 
Little Ro(:k. He was married, in Mississippi, to from civilization as Robinson Crusoe, for there 
:lHiss Helen M. Sanders, a daughter of Col. R. T. were no roads at all, only an occa"!ional trail made 
Sanders, of that State, who was a grandnephew by the cattle wandering through the woods. In 
of Daniel Boone. Their union resnlted in the 1838 he sold cord wood to the steamboats, and car
birth of eleven children, five of whom are living: ried on a general merchandise business. He npxt 
Annie (Mrs. Bilheimer, of Little Rock, Ark.), went to Van Buren, Crawford County, and opened 
George F., Lnla (lUI's. Allen), Harry W. and a mercantile bUsinE'ss, but failed there. His next 
Pearl. The mother of these children died in 1880, venture was to rent a farm, and for several years 
and three years latel' Dr. Hall espoused Mary J. made brick, and, as he worded it, did anything 
Arnold, of Georgia, by whom he had three children that turned up. In 18.J8 he came to Little Rock, 
bOl'n to him, one of whom is Ii ving, Pat 'V. Hall. and has since resided here. He bought the stage 
The Doctor was a son of Joseph G. and Ann W. contracts fro.m Little Rock to Hot Spring::. and 
(Jenkins) Hall, the former being a native of Mas Fort Smith, carrying all the mail from 18.J8 to 
sachusetts, born in 1780. He was a physician, 1862, having all the contracts in that State. At 
and practiced in ,Yest Tennessee the greater part the beginning of the war, his horses were takE'n 
of his life. He was a soldier in the ,Var of 1812, from him, thus peremptorily clo~ing up that busi 
and was wounded at Lake Champlain. His death ness. Near the close o~ the war he started to 
occurred in Mississippi, in 1867. His father was New Orleans with a cargo of cotton, tobacco and 
also born in Massachusetts, and there made his sugar, but it was destroyed by fire beforE' reaching 
home until his death. The great grandfather, its destinatLon. Since that time 1\11'. Hanger has 
David Hall, of Sutton, Mas"!., was a Congrega been engaged in planting. He was a mE'mher of 
tional minister for many years, and was pastor of the legislature from Chicot County, in 1837 38, 
one church for sixty years. Dr. Lemuel H. Hall and is now a member of the Presbyterian Church. 
died in Little Rock, Ark., September 23, 1889. He was married, J nne 18, 1850, to Mit'S Matilda 

j 
Mr. P. Hanger, a resident of Arkansas since Cunningham, who bore him seven children, two 

IS34, was born in Boone County, Ky., in 1807, of whom are still living: Fred (born in 1855) and t 



1\1rs. Ratcliffe (born in 1853). Mrs. Hanger died 
in 1805, and 1\Ir. Hanger was married again to 
1VIiss Ann 1\1. Gaines, a very estim,able lady and 
respected by all who knew her. nIr. Hanger i~ 

always interested and gives liberally to all enter
prises of a worthy character. He has done a large 
amount of building and opened up a number of 
acres of land. 

Fred HaDger. a well-known business mall of 
Little Rock, and a son of Peter Hanger, Olle of 
that city's pioneers, is a native of Little Rock, and 
has made that place his home during his entire 
life. He is proprietor of Hanger's Ginner), and 
Pickery, and also secretary and treasurer of the 
Arkansas Granite Oompany. Out of the city's 
lllany popular citizens, both in commercial and 
professional life, comprising the younger genera
tion, there are none more favorably known nor 
respected than Mr. Hanger. He is genial, enter 
prising and progressive, and takes a deep interest 
in the welfare of his native home, being recognized 
as unbounded in his liberality when it comes to 
matters of public good. A few years ago 1\Ir. 
Hanger erected and put in successful operation his 
ginnery and pickery, which is one of the best pay
ing industries in the city. He also owns a planta
tion of about 500 acres, mostly in cotton. The 
Arkansas Granite Company is one of the largest 
quarry companies in the South, and also one of 
the most successful. 1\Ir. Hanger was married on 
January 3, 1877, to Miss Frances Harrow, of Ot 
tumwa, Iowa, by whom he has had two children: 
Kenneth and Albert. His home is a bright one, 
and he is rich in the affections of his wife and 
children. 

j 

James K. P. Henderson, one of the best known 
men in Pulaski County, and a substantial farmer 
and stork raiser, was born in Marshall County, 
:\lis8., in the year 184:J, and is a son of Simeon 
and Mary Ann (Burks) Henderson, natives of Vir 
ginia and North Carolina, respectively. ThE' par 
ents were principally reared and married in the 
State of Mississippi, where the mother died when 
J ames was only two years old. The father was 
married twice, and became a very prominent farm 
er III Tate County, Miss., where he died in 1800. 

PULASKI COUNTY. 

He had been a member of the A. F. &, A. 1\1. for a 
great many years, and was a son of 'William Hendel' 
son, a native of Ireland, who emigrated to America 
with three other brothers when all were young men. 
John F. Burks. the maternal grandfather of James 
Henderson, came to Arkansas about the year 1847, 
and died in Jefferson County in }57S. He became 
a leading citizen and a very influential man during 
his residence in Jefferson County, and Lis funeral 
was one of the largest ever seen in that section. 
James K. P. Henderson wa'3 the third child of 
three sons and one daughter. His education had 
been somewhat neglected in his youth. owing to 
the poor opportunities offered for schooling in his 
section, but like hundreds of other self made men. 
he has always been equal to any emergency by his 
fertile brain and ready wit. 'Yheu sixteen years 
of age, he joined Oompany K, of the Ninth Arkan 
sas Infantry, and served actively until the surren 
del', operating in Arkansas. Mississippi, Georgia, 
North Carulina, South Carolina and Alabama. He 
was captured at Baker's Oreek. shortly before the 
fall of Vicksburg. and taken prisoner to I nJianap 
olis. where he was confinpd for eight months. He 
was then paroled and returned to his home, but 
after a short period of inactivity, he rejoined his 
command at Lost -Mountain, Ga.. and served all 
through the campaign in that State, finally surren 
dering with Gen. .Tohnston, at Jonesboro, N. C. 
During Mr. Henderson's gallant service for the Con 
federacy, he was severely wounded twice, but hap
pily recovered each time. After the last gun haJ 
been fired and the smoke of battle cleared away, 
he returned to Tate Oounty, :IUiss.. where he resid 
ed until 1875, and then moved to Pulaski Oounty, 
Ark., his present home. He owns 167 acres of good 
lanu, and has placed ahout seventy five acres under 
cultivation, all of -which be has made by his own 
exertions ~ince the war. In 1\Iarch. 187-t he waH 
married in Tate County, 1\Iiss., to l\Irs. Lucy Ann 
Bnmpass, a charming widow and a daughter of 
Harvey and Rebecca Burford, of Alabama. 1\I1'. 
Burford Jieu in Tate Connty. anJ, with those pe
cnliar selections which Cupid sometimes lllakes, 
Mrs. Burford's second husband was 1\Ir. Hendel' 
son's father. 1\Irs. HE.'llderson dieu J nne 1, 18~2 . 

., 
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after a married life of elevotion and love. In pol. 
itics Mr. Henderson is a Democrat, and a stout up 
holder of that party's men, and his truth and ill 

tegrity in every phase of life have won the respect 
and admiration of all. 

Capt. J oha L. Hicks, a Huccessful planter of 
Ashland Township, was born in Phillip::, Couuty, 
Ark., in 8eptember, 1846, being one of Rix chil 
chen in the family of Allen 'V. and Mary J. (Lamb) 
Hicks. The former was a nati \ e of North Caro
lina, where he met and marril?d :lUiss Lamb,' of the 
same State. In] 826, moving to Tennessee (Mad 
ison County), he resided there for fourteen years, 
but in 184u immigrated to Arkansas, and first 10 

cated in Phillips County. He afterward moved to 
Little Rock, taking np his re'3idence where hiR Ron 
now lives in Ash Bottom (in 1832), at one time in 
Pulaski County. Here 1\11'. Hicks operates quite 
an extensive plantation. 'Vhen Lonoke County 
was made, a large portion of his place was taken 
into that territory. He now has upward of 300 
acres of lana in an excellent state of cultivation, in 
connection with which is a heavily timbered tract 
of about 100 acres. J. L. Hicks grew up on the 
place which he now owns. He received a good 
education at the higher schools and colleges of his 
native State. becoming thoroughly qualified to fill 
any position in after life, and when quite young 
(running away from school to do so j hI? enlisted ill 
J\1aj. 'V. E. 'Y oodruff' s battery, and served till 
the close of the war, surrendpring at Washington, 
Hempstead County. He was commissioned cap 
tain by Govs. Garland andLBaxter. and participated 
in the battles of Prairie Grove, Mansvillp, Jenkins' 
Ferry and Helena, also at the surrender of Little 
Rock, where a large portion of his company was 
wounded. Capt. Hicks has resided in Little Hock 
a portion of the time since the war; he was elected 
and served as trea'3urer of that city for one Yl'ar, 
at the expiration of that time resigning. In 11176 
he was married in Phillips County to MiRS Emma 
B. Hicks, a daughter of Edwin A. HiCKS. Mrs. 
Hicks was educated in PhillipR County, and is an 
estim1l ble lady, enjoying thp friendship of a wide 
circle of acquaintances. One son has been born to 
this union, Allen 'V., now past his twenty first 

yoar. Capt. Hich was chairman of the first Dem 
oeratic central committee of Pula~ki County, aftpr 
the recoll-;tl'llctioll. Hp iH a lilwral contributor to 
all 8uterpri..,es that betok011 the good and advance 
ment of the county, enthnsiabtic in hehalf of its 
growth, and by hiH iniluellce and entprprise has 
come to be well and favorably known. 

Isaac ,J. Hicks, deputy county clerk, Little 
Rock, Ark. The public sen ices of Mr. Hicks 
have been characterized by a noticeable c1e\otion 
to the welfare of this county, and his ahility and 
fidelity in all his positions of public trust have 
been fLllly recognized by the peol,le. He was born 
in Prairie County (a portion of which waR cut off 
and is now Lonokfo County), Ark., and was the 
third in a family of four children born to Isaac C. 
and Eliza M. (Smith) Hicks, the latter being the 
first wife of 1\11'. HickR. The father was born in 
Anderson County, Tpnn. , January 1, 1828, awl 
his parents were natives of Alabama. From that 
State they moved to Tennessee, thence to Indiana. 
and there reDided until Isaac C. Hicks was eight 
years of age, when they came to Arkansas aud set
tled in Saline County. Here he passea his time 
in working on a fanD and carrying the mail from 
Little Rock to Hot Springs, and in attending school 
a short time, paying tuition ont of his own meager 
earnings. He was a poor boy and \vas obliged to 
fight biD way in life. At the age of nineteen, Mr. 
Hicks selected Miss Eliza J\Iartin Smith as his 
wife, in Pulaski County. with whom he lived hap 
pily until her death, in 1SGt). He was afterward 
married to l\li..,s Nancy J. Gray, and his third mar 
riage was to 1\1rs. Ljzzie Gray (npe Burne), a direct 
descendant of the Scotch poet, Robert Burns. She 
still l'e::,ide8 in Lonoke County, Ark. After his 
first marriage, which occurred in 1841, 1\11'. Hickn 
moved to Prairie County, Ark, followed fanning 
and hunting, rt'siding the while on Prairie Long, 
at a point where hiR son, 18aar J. Hicks, was born, 
1\1ay U, 133:1, still known as HiCKS Point. From 
then' hE' moved to Blowns, ille, thPll the county 
seat of Prairie County, and followed blacksmith 
ing, bnt '30011 traded the shop for a fine horse, 
which he exchttngeil for a Rtock of goods, and from 
that timp he began his career as a mpl'chant. He 
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was an active member of the A. F. k A. 1\1., ann 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Sonth. At the 
breaking out of the war, in 1bm, 1\11'. Hicks prac 
tically gave away his stock of goods alld enlisted 
in the Confederate army, cOllimanded by Capt. J. 
1\1. King. of the Arkansas Cavalr), and was in the 
first battle fonght west of the Mississippi Rin?r 
(Oak Hill or -Wilson's Creek). In thi:,; engagement, 
he was woundeu in the left hand so baelly that he 
returned home and did not fejoin the army. At 
this time he settled at a point two and a half illiles 
south of Brownsyille, on the 1\1emphis & Little 
Rock Railroad (which he had Ilailled Hicks Station, 
a name which clung to it until 1g09, when the 
town was ruoyed to what is now known as Lonoke), 
and resumed the mercantile busin8ss. Here he 
wa~ the leading spirit in the organizatioll and im
provement of the new town. and was its first 
mayor. He was an extensive land owner, doing a 
good deal of farming in connection y, ith his com 
mercial business. During his service in the army, 
he was second lieutenant of his company, and his 
brother. J. C. M. Hicks, was first lieutenant. At 
the battle of ,Yilson's Creek. both the captain 
anel first liel1tenant were ·wounded. and before 
receiving his \vound the command of the com 
pany devolved upon the second lieutenant, JUr. 
Hicks. J. C. 1\1. Hicks died in imprisonment at 
Springfield, 1\10. He 'was a law) er, and was prac 
tieing at Fayetteville, Ark.. before the war. Isaac 

j 

C. Hicks dieu October 10, 1872, from illness 
contracted while on a visit to Memphis with his 
son, the subject of this ~keteh. I:::.aac J. Hicks 
has the following brothers and sistprs: Margaret 
E., 'Y. H. awl James H. (the la"it IIamed being at 
present sheriff of Lonoke County.) His half 
brothers and sister are: ThomaR J. (editor aDd 
proprietor of the Dardanelle Post), Joseph J. (a 
railroad engineer). Lulu, John \Y. and 1\linnie D. 
(who died at the age of seven years.) His uncle, 
,r. F. Hiclu;, is at present editor and proprietor of 
the Lonoke Democrat, and representative in the 
legislature from Lonoke County, and is ex f-enator 
of" that district. The "iubject of this sketch at 
tended the ~ubscription schools until about fonr 
teen years of age, and was then taken ill his 

·1~-'-

father's store. where he kept books; he was also 
in the postoffict>, and attenrh·d to the COlTt'5poud 
ence until his father's death, when he ,vas eight 
een years of age. Hp with his bruther, "\r. H .. 
and HlP nnclp, \Y. F., then continned the businpc,s 
carried OIl by the father, under thp firm title of 
Hicks Bros &, Co. TLic; Imsinel-ls was ('onductec1 
for about two years, when Isaac was married to 
1\Iiss Hattie L. Fewell, a native of Arkansas. on 
November 2. 187::>. She is the daughter of \Yill 
jam ::.\1. Fewell. an old settler from Tennesl-lee and 
a native of North Carolina, where the family i5 
quite numerous and well known. After marriage 
Mr. Hicks engaged as book keeper and clerk. and 
followell this occupation at Lonoke until Odober. 
1878, when he came to Little Rock. He was here 
engaged as clerk with Fletcher & Barron three 
months, and in January, UriV, was employecl as 
clerk in the office of the secretary of State, under 
CoL Jacob Prolich. continuing here for thl'ee 
years, when he was compelled to resign on account 
of ill·health. After ihis he purchased a farm and 
move-d to the country, where he resided for three 
yeart"l, after which, haying regained his health, he 
moved to Lonoke to take charge of the sheriff's 
office for his brother, as chief deputy, continuing 
thus about fifteen months. He then camp to Lit 
tIe Rock to act as aepnty county clerk for 1\11'. 
,Yilliams (the count)' clerk). and this position he 
is still filling. In 188-!- Mr. Hicks was a candidate 
in the convention for circuit clerk, but was de 
feated by a small majority. He is a member of the 
Masonic fraternity and ~letLoilist Episcopal 
Church, South, and a man universally respected. 
To his marriage were born five children: :~\Iaryin R. 
(born December 13, 1 ~7/'), J pf'ferson F. (born De 
cember 9. 18/'V), rrrusten C. (born June 18, 1SS;)), 
Floyd H. (born February 2:\ 1~~(J) and 8terling 
B. (born December 12, 1b8i). all of whum are 
living. In hi.., political views 1\11'. Hicks is a Demo 
crat. His great grandfather wac; a natiye of Ire 
land. 

,y ilhur Fisk Hill. county judgp of Pulaski 
County, was born March 13, 1 ~-t+. on a farm near 
Clarkl-lville, Rpd HiveI' County. Tf'x. He SIlent 
his early lifp on the farm, and at I"ltuck rai~illg in t , ~F 
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Western Texas, and when eighteen years of agE', 
entered the Confederate army, under that i:'illineut 

soldier anu statesman, Gen. Albert Pike, pnrtiC'i
pating in the battles of Prairie Grovt>, Mansfield, 
La., and a number of others. In the. latter bat
tle he was sevt>rely wounded. After hii'j four years' 
service in the war, Mr. Hill matriculated at Mc' 
Kenzie College, Texas. where hf ma<..1e preparation 
to enter the Cumberland University at Lebanon, 
Tenn., in 1870, and from which hE' graduated in 
1 S72, in the literary departmE'nt, with the highest 
honors. In June, 1813, he opened his law office 
in Little Rock, and immediately rose to SLIccess. 
He found time, however, to edit and compile 
the At'kansas Justice, a work that has been so 
useful and of such grpat wOTth, that a second edi
tion bas been issued. Perhaps h)s services with 
the Arkansas Justice anu his future success, while 
dreaming of the flights of oratory of Demosthenes 
and Cicero, was due to the charms of Cupid, for it 
was in the-se y€'ars that he was raptured in matri
monial bliss, marrying a charming, sensible wife, 
to whom seven children have been born, only 
two surviving. In 18'34: he was nominatt'd by 
the Democratic party as a candidate for county 
jndg£>, was elected by a large l1Jajority, and during 
his first term of office, built the Pulaski County 
jail. He was re elected in 1886, and during his 
second term commenced the erection of the tine 
connty court houst'. now just completed, having 
purchased the ground for the same duriIlg his first 
term at $5,500, which is now valued at $lG,OOO. 
Judge Hill gave such satisfaction, that in 18SS his 
name was placed on the Union Labor ticket, as well 
as on the Democratic) and bis election was unan 
imou8. The finances of tht' county have under
gone a radical change ~ince Judge Hill's introduc
tion to his office. \Yhen he was tirst elected, county 
scrip was worth 8;) cents on $1. The June fol 
lowing his taking offirE', he pnbliRhed a notice, 
calling in all of the county scrip, and paid it at 
par, and has been rated at par value pver since. 
Again, when he entered office, the county had a 
total debt of $-i50,000. Jndge Hill paid it off and 
reduced it to $3(30,000 out of the taxes of 1Q86. 
He issuec1 360 $1,000 bonds, and went north to 

sell them, so that he might fund thp debt. At Ohi
cago he was laughed at 1 and at New Yark he met 
with succel-lS ban11y hetter. Hf-l was plucky, how 
ever, and bonnd to Rucceed, and finally sold them 
to the Boatmon's Ravings Bank of St. Louis at 
par. He thpn paid off the judgments against the 
connty, and ha~ since pa1d two installments of 
interest on the uonds. The bonds were quotf'd, 
after the first installment of interest was paid, 
at 10 per cent above par, and are now worth 
13 per cent above par. Judge Hill certainly de 
serves a great deal of credit for this master 
stroke in the direction of county finances. In 
the five years of lllS administration, he has built 
about fifteen miles of tumpike, and about 100 
bridges. the county heing almost destitute of them 
when he went into office. His expenditures for 
public improvements have aggregated almost $250, 
000, which amount has been saved out of the OTCh 
nary county revenues, with no iIlCl'eaSe of taxes. 
In the city, pl'Operty has doubled in value, and is 
greatly increased in the surrounding country in the 
county, In February, 1888. the county court estab
lished a convict camp for the making of county roads, 
by criminals convicted of other than penitentiary 
oft'ences, and this bas become a permanent institu
tion. In the spring of 1889, Judge Hill was an 
independent candidatp for supreme judge of Ar
kansas, and received a vote of -10,9f32. 

P. O. HOOP0l', M. D. The Hooper family, or 

rather thaL branch to which the subject of this 
sketch belongs, were earl) settlers of Arkansas, 
Alanson Hooper being the first one of the family 
to locate here. He was born in the" Bay State," 
in 1787, and after reaching manhood r~moved to 
Louisiana, where he espoused Miss Magdaline 
Perry, a native of that State; and a few years fol 
lowing the celebration of their lluptials, they re 
mo\ ed to Arkansas, where the mother died in 
1'377, at the age of seventy seven yeaTS. The 
father died in ]830, aged sixty-three. Dr. 
Hooper, their son, was born in the State in which 
he now resides. in 1S:38, and received his literary 
euucation in Little Rock and in Nash ville, Tenn. 

After attaining a 8uitable age, and being imbued 
with a desire to stndy medicine, he entered the J ef 
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ferson Medical College of Philadelphia, Penn., 
from which he graduated in Itl;)6. Upon retm'n 
ing bome. he practict1d hi" profession until the 
opening of the Civil \Var, then joined the Con 
federate army, and was appointed president of a 
board of examining surgeons. and in this capacity 
served faithfully all through the war, b"'ing at the 
time of the ce%ation of hostilities in the State of 
Loui"iana. After ppace was declared, he returned 
to his home in Little Rock, where he found ample 
scope for the' development of his talents, and 
soon became on€' of the acknowledged leaders of hiB 
profession, not only in his own, but also in adjoin 
ing States. Great credit is duf' to him for the estab 
lishment of the State Insane Asylum, and to him, 
with a few others~ almost wholly belongs the credit 
of its establishment. He was president of the 
board of 1rustees of the asylum until 1883, when 
he accepted the superintendency in order to SRe 
that all his plans were carried out relative to the 
building, grounds and methods of treating the 
inmates. After several years of arduous labor, he 
can now look upon the result of his many weary 
days of toil with pardonable pride and pleasure, 
for the institution is a model of its kind and is con
durted in an admirable manner. Dr. Hooper is 
one of the physicians who helped to organize the 
J\ledical Department of the Arkansas Industrial 
University, and was dean of the faculty for some 
time, and still often gives lectures in the college 
on mental and nervous diseases. HE' was presi 
dent of the American JUeclical Association that 
met at St. Paul, Minn., in 1883, and now belongs 
to the State :lHedical Society anc1 the New York 
JUedico Legal Society. He has shown his ap 
proval of secret societies b} joining the Masons 
and the I. O. O. F. He was manied in the State 
of Arkansas, in 1839, to Miss Georgie Carroll, a 
native of Alabama, and by her has three sons and 
two danghtel's: Katie (wife of Samuel J. Church 
hill), Bernie, Perry, Philo and George. 

Col. John ,\V. Hopkins, a prominent real estate 
dealer and farmer, of Mabelvale, was born in 
Rowan County, N. 0., in 1820, and is a ~on of 
James F. and Lucy (Henly) Hopkins, both natives 

John was but five years old, and from there to 
Tippah County, Miss., wherE' the father died about 
the year 18-11, at the age of fifty five years, his 
wifE' following him in 1877. James F. was the 
son of Richard Hopkins of Scotch and Irish de
scent. The maternal grandfather of Col. John 'V. 
was Darby Henley, of f-3cotch, Irish and English 
descent, who died in Rowan County. Col. John 
\". Hopkins was the third son of four sons and 
three daughters, and received a ~otnewhat limite(l 
education in hi'3 'youth, almost all of his schooling 
being had by his own efforts, owing to the poor 
school facilities to be fonnd at that time. He 
was married in 18-iO. in Tippah Connty. :Miss., to 
Elizabeth Craig, a daughter of John and Susan 
Craig. 1\1rs. Craig died in Tennessee when her 
daughter was very young, and the father married 
again and removed to Tippah County, ThIiss., 
where he residpd until his death. He was a soldier 
in the Creek War. and fought with Gen. Jackson 
at New Orleans. His father was James Craig, of 
Scotch and Irish descent, who wrs also in the 
Revo1utionary 'Val'. Mrs. Hopkins was born in 
Lincoln County, Tenn., and has been the mother 
of five ehildren, of whom two are still living: 
James Franklin and John fr. (the latter is one of 
the leading lawyers of Little Rock.) Col. Hopkins 
resided in Tippah County, J\liss., and carried on a 
suce-essful real estate business until 1'355, when he 
moved to Memphis, Tenn., and continued in the 
sallie business, as well as merchandising. In IS/)2 
he gave up his business at that point and moved to 
Little Rock where he opened up a large produce 
and grocery store, but his main business was 
dealing in real estate. In l8i..! he settled on his 
present farm at Mabelvale, where hE' owns 500 
acres of valuable land, with about 200 acres under 
cultivation. Altogether he owns between 20, noo 
and 30,000 acres of land in J\lississippi and Arkan 
sas, and before the war his prosperity was even 
greater, owning at that tillle about 125.000 acres, 
and being worth probably half a million dollars, all 
of it being malle by his own tact, shrewdnes"i and 
enterprise. The Colonel was sheriff of Tippah 
County, J\Iiss., for two years, and held the office of 

of thp same State, who moved to Tennessee when mayor of Little Rock for f01uteen months, whE'n the t 



HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. 

office was taken charge of by milihny authority in 
1867. In politic") he was formerly a ,Yhig,lmt Mince 
the war bas alwaytl voted the Democratic ticket. He 
waH a Union man and strongly opposf'd to Sf'ces 
SlOn. Col. Hopkins has been a member of tIlt' A. 
F. & A. lH. for a great many years, belonging to 
the Royal Arcb Chapter. and with his wif/?' attends 
the Christian Ohurch. HiR :-,on, J ame-, F. Hop 
kin:-" by profession a civil f'ngineer, ,vas born in 
Tippab County, Miss., in ] 84-5, anu wa~ educated 
at the public schools of :l\Iemphis, Tenn., until the 
outbreak of the war, when he was then instructed 
by his father. In 1864- he joined Capt. Nowland's 
company of Anderson' S battalion, and served until 
the end of the war, being paroled at Little Rock 
in June, 1865. He took part in the fight at Pilot 
Knob, and operated through a good portion of 
Missouri (the Trans l\1ississippi Department), also 
accompanying Price in his raid through 1\1is
souri. In October, 18()6, he entered the Virginia 
Military Institute, at Lexington, Va., and grad
uated captain of Company B, in ]870, and after 
leaving the college he went into the l'eal estate 
Imsiness with his father, continuing with him ever 
since. He h(l,s also done considerable survf'ying 
in Pulaski aDd adjoining counties, and in ] 872 was 
elected county surveyor of Pulaski County, but 
failed to get the office. He is a DfO'llocrat, politi 
cally, and in secret Ol'ders iF> a mfO'mber of the A. 
F. & A. 1\-1., and a college fraternity calleu E. N., 
which he organized while atten<1ing ('ollege, in 
180\], and which has extended to various colleges in 
the North anu So11th , awl now has a membership 
of over 2,000. He is also a member'of the Agri
cultural ,Yheel, and in religious faith is a Presby
terian, as is also hi'" wife. He was married, in 
1870, to Miss J pnnie A., daughter of John \V. and 
Elizabeth Barclay. of Virginia and Kentucky, re 
specti, ely, hut who have resided in Lexington, 
Va., for the pa-;t forty five years, where ]\-11'. Bar
clay is a prominent merchant. 

Hon. Joseph W. House, an attorney, of Little 
Rock and prollliupnt at the legal bar of thif' local 
ity, was born in Hardeman Connty, TE'nn., Jnne 
] 2, 1SJ7, IWU is one of four children bOl'll to Arch

) ibald House and. his wife, who came to ,Yhite 

Connty in ]838. His ancestors were of Scotch 
and Irish pxtraction, amI immigrated to America 
in a very parly day. being one among the original 
settlers of Tennessee. Jospph \V. received his 
education in the subscription schools of the local 
it), in which his boyhood was pa'ised. When 
S1'\. tp(>n years of agE', hf' entpred the Confederate 
army as a private, ana servea in that capacity until 
the clof'.e of the hostilities, bf'ing with Price on his 
raid, ana as far as acti ve engagemf'nts were con 
cerned that endec1 his war career. After the war 
he returned to his home in White County, and 
attended school, afterward teaching. In the mean
time. he took up the study of law, and was admit 
ted to the bar in ~lay, 1870, shortly after commenc 
ing the practice of his profe:-,sion in 8earcy, where 
he remained until November, ]885. The enviable 
reputation which he rapidly achieved, only less 
than his recognized ability, led to his arpointment 
as district attorney at that time, and he filled the 
office until April, ] 88g, when the cbange of admin
istration induced him to resign. He was a dele 
gate on the new constitution in 1874, and in the 
fall of the same year was sent to the senate from 
Faulkner and 'White Couuties. ~Ir. House was 
among those who had the honor of casting an 
electoral vote for Cleveland, in ]884. He was mar 
ried in February, 1882, to Miss Ina Dowdy, and 
they are the parents of four children. He and 
wife are members of the PrE'sbyterian Church, In 
enterprises tending to the advancement of educa
tional and other worthy movements, ~Ir. House is 
liberal. exerting considerable power ill his county, 
and aidillg by hi<; means and influence toward the 
general progres'3 of his adopted home. Since his 
retirement from office, he has devoted himself to 
his profession, and in this, as all of his other un 
dertakings, he has attained substantial success. 

W. S. Hutt, one of the leading grocery mer 
chants of Little Rock, Ark., is a native-born resi 
dent of this city, and a man wbose honesty and 
integrity is un(pIE'stioned. He attended Commel' 
cial College in Lexington, Ky., and soon after the 
war he and hi1'1 father engaged in business in Little 
Rock. Although the father (lied but recently, the 
business has been in W. S. Hutt's name, and great t 
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ly under his control, since that time. He does an 
extensive business, and is a young Illan in whom 
all the people of Little Rock plac€> implicit trust. 
This is the oldest retail establishment in the city, 
and one of the most prosperous. The lmilc1ing, of 
two stories, is 130x25 feet. 'Y. S. Hutt is the SOIl 

of A. J. and Francissa E. (Gaines) Hutt, both hon 
ored and respectecl citizens. The father wac; born 
in Charleston, Kanawha County, W. Va., amI 
when a young man went to Pittsburgh, Penn., 
where he I'ernained until about 1837, and then 
came to Little Rock. He saw true pioneer life in 
Little Rock, and many a time has hp hunted game 
OVel' the present location of the city. He had 
amassed considerable money up to the tillle of the 
breaking out of the Civil 'Yar, but lost consider
able during that evelltful period. He was a man 
respected and esteemed for his sterling integrity, 
sober, sound judgment, broad intelligence and lib 
eral progressive ideas. He was married in Little 
Rock, and reared a family of seyeral childI'en. His 
\vife, and the motheI' of the subject of this skptch, 
is still living. and resides in Little Rock. M1'. 
Hutt became well known all over the State, and 
was Grana Master of the I. O. O. F. of the State. 
He took an actin' inteI'est in political affairs, and 
held many positions of trust and honor in the city 
of Little Rock, of which he served as mayur. 

\Yilliam P. Hutton, the popular district man 
ag8l' of R. G. Dun & Co.' s mercantile agency, at 
Little Rock, was Lorn in Tennessee, and is a son of 
'William 1\I. Hutton, who was one of the proprie
tors of the Memphis Appeal earl} in the 50's, also 
one of the founders of the Memphis Avalanche. 
The suiJject of OUT sketch was reared in Tennessee. 
and spent the greater portion of his lifE' in 1\Ielll
phis, up to within eleven years ago, when LE' be 
came connected witL the R. G. Dun & UO.'s mer 
cantile agency. About five years ago, he was 
selected to take the management of the territory 
contingent to Little Hock, Laving an experienced 
and trained mind, a thorough knowledge of the 
wants of trade and a genial natuTe, besides possess 
ing a character of sterling worth, which was at 
once recognized by his patrons. The business in 
Arkansas, under his management. has prospered 
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and developed to a large degrE'e. 1\11'. Hutton is 
a man of untiring energy and devoted to hi:'> work, 
and the popularity he enjoys among business men 
is mainly due to their rpcognition of his ability in 
handling the delicate question of credits. He has 
established a hranch office at Fort Smith, and pre 
sides over one of the most prosperous branches of 
the great sybtem of R. G. Dun &. Co. in the South
west. His territury is rapi<lly growing. and the 
agency he represento is the oldest and largest, 
whose information is valued oy all merchants, tinan 
ciers and business men in general, who recognize it 
as the leading authority on credits. Mr. Hutton as 
sists ill making the patrons of this gl'E'at institution 
appreciate its importance in Arkansas as it is ap
preciated elsewhere. 

John Ingram. The earliest evidence of the 
history of this illustrious family is obtained from 
family annals, kept from generation to gE'neration 
and hande1 down from father to son. AboLlt the 
year 1680 ,Sir Nedom Ingram appears as a promi 
neIlt citizE'n of \Yorcestershire, England. He was 
pure Scotch blood. and belonged to that sturdy, 
old and bonnred hitJ?rical religious sect called 
"Tbe 'Yaldenses." ",~n active advocate of the 
Protestant reformation: he was among those who 
(at that time) courageollsly encouraged. both in 
word and deed. the dis<;emination of that light 
which was first manifested under .. Crammer's '1, 

preaching, he who has been aptly styled "The 
1\Iorning Star of the Reformation." Sir Nedom 
Ingram, it seems, was twice mmrie(l. and had fOllr 
sons, two by his first wife, Emanuel and Joseph 
Ingram, and by his second wife, Nedom andrrhomas 
Ingram. At a later day, about the beginning of 
the seventeenth century. J08eph and Thomas emi 
grated to the colony of North Carolina, in North 
America. settling first near Raleigh. Joseph In 
gram is reported as marrying a l\Iiss Rains. ana 
had several children, aIllong whom where two bO)TS 
named Nedom ana Shadrach Ingram. In time 
both married, anLl ~haclrach II) gram had foul' c hi1 
dren: Neuom, Joseph and Shaclrach. and one girL 
Elizabeth Ingram. Sbadrach Ingram, who wa'3 
the grandfather of J oho Ingram, the subject of 
this sl...etch, was born ill Edgecombe County, N. C , 
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about the} ear 17G7, and married Miss Elizabeth 
De Lache, who was alRo born in the same county 
in the} ear 1763. Her ance~tol's emigrated from 
France about thf' yeaI' ] [)00, to escape Catholic 
persecution, and settled in the colony of Virginia. 
After Shadrach Ingram's marriage, he settled 
down to fanning with slave labor in that COUllty, 
his good old father having left him, and all hi.., 
other children, a moderate competency. Soon after 
the beginning of the present century, he moved to 
the Territory of Tennessee, and located near Leb
anon, in ,VilfJon County, where he continued farm 
ing on an extensive scale for that day ana time. 
He served faithfully through the ,Var of 1812 
against Great Britain. Some time between 1830 
and ]b:H, he (Shadrach Ingram), like many other 
good hearted, bnt unfortunate men, became the se 
cUl'ity of a friend; and the result was financial 
ruin. All his little fortune was swept away, leav 
ing him anu his family almost homeless and pen 
niless. Soon after, leaving Wibon County, Tenn., 
he mover1 to ,Yashington County, Ark., in 183() or 
]837, where he again opened a farm and did the 
best he could, though in the latter years of bis life 
he and his good wife were cared for by their young 
est son, Sbac1rach Ingram, Jr., until their death, 
which occurred hetween the years 185i:1 and 1850. 
A true and noble man, sincere and honest, none 
ever lived who loved his wife and children more 
c1evotf'dly and affectionately. Although his ances 
tors were ~cotch and he was a native American, 
his love for the aIel land, as well as an ardent and 
devoted advocacy of eduC'ational and religious 
trnining, were among the most prominent traits of 
his character. He had eight children, four boys 
alld four girls. All of them are now decea8ed, ex
cept three: Shadl'ach, Dilley (Sherryrand \V ill
iam Ingram (the father of John Ingram). William 
Ingram was born near Lebanon, Tenn., March] ti, 
1~)f), and remained with his father until..,eventeen 
yearfJ of age, when he went to the State of Illinois, 
near Carrollton, where, in his eighteenth year, he 
became a member of the church (Old t{chool Bap
tist). There he also met and married Miss Eliz
abeth A. Pearson, of Puritan stock, J\Iarch 0, 
]8::33. She was born April 17, 1817, in Gibson 

Gounty, Ind. Early in the September following 
their union they started for the Territory of Arkan 
!Sas, arriving at Fayetteville ill October, and settling 
near that (then) small village, where 1\11'. Ingram 
commenceu farming anu preaching. Arkansas was 
then a wilJ and dreary wilderness, and when he 
went out to preach he conld do no Letter than some 
of hiH earlie~t prec1ecessOl s, go out wi thout scrip or 
purRe, because wiM meat and honey were plenty, 
and both proved an acceptable diet in those days. 
On the night of November 10, ]833, Mr. Ingram 
and wife went out on the mountain (four miles 
from town) to sit up with old Uncle Johnnie ThEIler, 
who was quite ill, some eight or ten perfJons also 
being present. During their night watch, and 
aLout 2 0' clock A. M., on the morning of the 11th, 
the whole heavens were singularly a light by an 
immen'1e blaze, which, upon discovery, was found 
to proceed from a great meteoric shower; this oc
casion of "the falling stars" hm; ever been a mat
ter of historical comment. ln their extreme anxiety 
many kneeled and prayed to God to preserve them 
from a burning world, though others, and the mOl'e 
cm'ious, watched the proceeding until its close. 
Rev. Mr. Ingram ana his wife are both .Ii ving and 
well, still residing near Fayetteville, at the age of 
seventy-fonr. He is as regular in his devotions to 
the ministry and the service of his Divine l\1af>ter, 
as he was in starting out fifty five or fifty six years 
ago, and indeed more so, the trust which he once 
bad having been found by experience to be the 
only sure dependence, the Leauty of which increases 
with years. Mr. and ]\11's. Ingram are th~ parents 
of seven children, four hays and three girls: ]\Irs. 
Mary Davis (the eldest, living in ·Washington 
County), John (subject of this memoir, in Little 
Hock), Miss Elizabeth A. (died in 18(4), Jones P. 
(a snccE'ssful farmer near ,Vaveland, in Yell 
County), Miss Irena (lives with her respE'cted 
father and mother), Sandy O. Ingram (also a 
fal'mer in ,\,ashington County) and Albert J. In 
gram (the youngest). The parents reside on the 
family homestead, and Albert J. is a succes",ful 
farmer, well-to do, and it is under his roof that 

the 01<.1 people (his parent:..) and his youngest sib tel' t 
find a horne of cheerful welcome, loving care, and 
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all the needed comforts in their declining years. 
His father, now seventy-four years old, whose min
istry runs back to his eighteenth or niueteenth 
year, is one whose life has been well spent, like 
Samuel of old, a servant of the most high Gotl 
Not only may he look baek upon a life well spent 
in his efforts to call otherfo to repentancE', bnt he 
can and does sincerely enjoy the proudest heritage 
of all mankind, that of knowing that his ances 
tors, for several centuries back, have been promi
nent in sllpplying servants and soldiers for the 
Cross of Chl'ist. John Ingram, son of Rev. "\Y III 
iam Ingram, was born near Fay~tteville, Ark., 
1\Iay 3, 1836. He remained with his father on the 
farm and attended the schools of the COUllty, until 
about :fifteen years old, after which he was em
ployed in the circuit clerk's ofrlce, under Presley R. 
Smith, who was a native of Fayetteville, Tenn. 
Remaining there and also attending school at the 
Arkansas College (then undel' the superintendence 
of Hev. Robert Graham, president) for some bmE', 
he subsequently taught a country school about one 
.rear, and at the end of tbat period was tendered 
and accepted a clerkship in the large and extensivp 
wholesale and retail dry goods aml grocery bouse 
of 'Val1ace 'Yard & Co. At the time of this offer 
to him, the firm name was 'Yan1 & 80utbmayd, Van 
Buren, Ark The year lbGl still found him at this 
place, but he soon left it to enter the service of his 
native State, in the great contet:.t for constitutional 
liberty. In eight aT ten month" the troops were 
transfelTed to the Oonfederate cause, which cause 
he served faithfully until the last of 1\lay, ] 8115, 
when he 'was paroled with others by Gen. Oanby. 
He arrived here in June, ] ~63, and has madE' this 
his place of residence ever since. Soon after his 
arrival ThIr. Ingram was married to lUI's. E. A. 
Broughton (formerly Miss Calhoun), who had one 
child, Mollie Broughton; the latter married Col. 
A. S. Fowler, a prominent citizen and highly cult 
ured gentleman of this city, who is doing a most 
extensive and profitable life inSllrance busiliess. 
1\1r. Ingram has three children: Sue Ayliff, Char. 
ley Calhoun and Carrie Eugenia. 

Roscoe Greene Jennings, 1\1. D., of Little 
Rock. Ark., ,yas born in Leeds, then Kennebec, 
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now Androscoggin County, 1\1e., June 11, ]8:33, 
of English ancestry, who settled in Salem, l\Iass., 
in the early Colonial period. His great grand 
father. who was a mall of wealth, held an office 
under King George III at the breaking out of the 
Reyolntionary "\Var. and from this circnmstance, 
probably, connecte(l with his reverence for royalty 
through bis early training, be became an ardent 
a(1\ ocate and followel' of thp fortunes of the crown 
or England. In the strnggle of thE' American 
Colonies for their indepenClence, his lands and 
property were confiscated, himself and family scat 
tered; and, in order to preserve their lives, he alid 
some portions of his family buried thelliselves in 
the wildernpss of the eastern territory whicb after
ward became the State of 1\Iaine. The subject of 
tLis sketch first saw the light or day in a humblp 
cottage on the banks of the Androscoggin River, 
where he was reared on a farm on which he, when 
quite young, worked assiduout,ly during the sum 
mer months, and attended the country school three 
months each winter. When he had reached his 
seventeenth year he had so zealously applied him
!Self to his studies, that he was recommended for 
and as~umed control of the village school he had 
formerly attended, and as a compensation reeei ved 
the, then to him, magnificent sum of $14: per month 
and boarded himself. The success of this under
taking stimulated him to renewed efforts, and 
with the money he bad thus earned he paid his 
expell,,>es the next fall in attending school at 
'Vayne Village. under O. O. Howard's instruction, 
who has flince become a distinguished general in 
the rnited States army. Thus by strict economy 
he managed to attend the l\Ionmouth Academy and 
the Kents Hill Seminary at Reeufield, ~le., several 
terms in the fall months, by teaching school each 
winter following, to obtain the necessary means to 
enable hilll to pursue this periodical course of 
study. July 23, 1 '331. his father died. and thjs 
event changed his plans of entering Bowdoin Col 
lege, for which he had uearly prepared himself, 
and which design he had ever contemplated with 
all the fervor and ardor of youth. rp to this Jate 
he had never traveled farther than Augusta, the 
capital of Maine, some twenty five miles distant, 
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and thE' adjacent towns of HolloWE'1l and Gardner. 
An almost irrt'sistible desirE' now took posses~ioll 

of him to travel and see for himsE'lf bow the peo 
pIe and the conntry looked in other ~tates_ He 
tberefore induced his E'lder brothel', Flol'ufo., to loan 
him $100 (about the amonnt due him from his 
father's estate), the biggest i-mm of money be eVE'r 
had in his pocket, or bad ever hantiled. He, in 
company with a young companion, who had had 
some E'xperiencp in traveling, and who had been to 
New York City previonsly, left bome for Portlano, 
where they remained a couple of days, and then 
went to Boston on a steam vessel. After spenuing 
a week in Boston, tllPy procE'eded by steamer to New 
York City, spent two weeks in sight sE'eing here and 
in visiting the first World's Fair in America. The 
Crybtal Palace and its contents were wonuers to 
him almost beyond conception. From New York 
be wandered into New Jersey, visited Easton, 
Penn., btaged it over the monntains to Lamberts 
ville, Boardentown, and other places of interest in 
that bPCtiOll of the State, and finally founu himself 
in Still Valley, vVarren County, with the small sum 
of $2.50, with no future prospect of anything to do 
before him. After a night of agonizing, sleepless 
worry and fevered rest. he determined to make an 
effort to secure a school. So, bright and early that 
morning, he trampeu twenty two miles to a place 
('allea Port Golden on the Lehigh coal canal, 
when" after an energE'tic effort, he succeeded in 
inducing the school trustees to employ him to teach 
the school at this point at $100 per month. There 
hatl been no rE'gular school taught here for several 
J ears, ami he afterward learned that the trnstees 
had given it to him with this unusually large 
salary, helieving that h(l wonla folluw the fate of 
all other teachel'f> in a few uayf>, auti he thrown out 
of the window; as the pupils, who werE' bard ens 
tomers, and who during the (Summer drove the 
mules on the canal towpath, were denominatpd 
"canal :md NE'W York wharf rats," attended 
SC/l001 only for dE'villllE'nt in winter. He easily 
passed the examining board for the same reason, 
and when he statE'd that be wE'igheu ] 17 ponnds, 
they all laugheu and winked at each other, as 
much as to t'>ay, let him have his fill; it will last but 

a few days. It was a ground bog case, aumitting 
of no delay. He precipitated the inE'vitablp strug
g](> for suprE'lllacy on tlJf\ secoIHl day, lwfOl e they 
had fully organized, wiuning a ('ompleie victory, 
and IlIade the scbool of OVPI' ] 00 pupils a grand 
snccpss, endiIlg it aftf'r fonr month,-' work and ex 
haustion of'the school' ~ surplus financf's. It was 
while E'ngaged in this school that hE:' determined 
on the profession of medicine as his future career, 
and he accordingly commenced the study under 
Dr. William Cole, a most estimable gentleman, 
whose special kindnesR did much toward indue 
illg this course. Closing his school, ~fr. JE'nnings 
l'E'turned to 1\-laine and entered the offi('e of Dr. 
Alonzo Gareelon, of Lewiston, becoming a mem
ber of his family, with whom he remained the bal
ance of hif> pnpilage, attenclillg hifO firbt course of 
lectures at Dartmouth Medical College, Hanover, 
N. H., and two other courses at the Medical School 
of Maine, from which in~titution he graduated 
with honor in June, lS3(). Very soon after grad
uating, Dr. Jennings determined to foJlmv Oree 
ley's injunction and" Go \Y est. ' , He accordingly 
gathered his little effects togDther, and a few days 
thereafter was again in the ., Hub City. " He haeI 
formed no positive objE'ctive point to go to, but was 
inclined to turn to the then Territory of Kansas. 
'''hile stopping at the American House, Boston, 
he was approached b) a person who reprefOented 
himself afO an agent of a large emigrant company, 
who were going to Kansas to settle there, in the 
interest of anti slavery. He was offered a fine 
repE'ating rifie, accoutrements, ammunitionfO, etc., 
and a free railroad ticket to Lf'avenworth. This 
offer seemed so extraordinary to Dr. Jennings, and 
po~sessing very limited lllE'anS, he diu not feel as 
thougb he should declinE' it without a better and 
fnller und81,~tam1iIlg of the hl1b strata object and 
principle lnvol vetl in so ~nhtle a proposition. The 
farther he invf>stigated anll thEl more bEl saw, he 
became cOIlvinced that tu accept this offer with all 
thE' binding Te~trictions encircling it, he mnst re 
renonnce his imlE'IwndencE' alld political manhood 
forever. Up to this pE'riod of his life he had paid 

very little attention to politics, and uid not con t 
f>idel' that he had received that amount of ec1uca-. 
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tion in this, to him, comparatively unknown wild 
t'rness, as far as he knew anything of the economic 
and problemic political dochines. In local politics 
he had voted just as he felt disposed to favor the 
candidates, wholly without regard to the party 
they representpd. He therefore followed out the 
design previously formed, and went to Albany. N. 
Y .. whert'. by accident. he met a distant relative he 
had never seen before-a 1\11'. Robert J ennings
with whom he remained a week, enjoying the 
hospitalities of his 1'e1ative, a rich pork packer. 
From here he went to Buffalo, and was also very 
agreeably entertained by John A. Pitts, the great 
threshing machine manufacturer. who had mar
ried a sister of Robert. Thence to Niagara Falls, 
where he spent another week contemplatillg the 
beauties of this wonderful cascade; thence through 
Canada to Detroit, where he met other distant rela 
tives, nephews of the Albany Robert 1\1r. 'Villiam 
H. and 'Yard H. Jennings-the former a l'esidt'nt 
of Rochester, and the latter of LapE'er, Mich. Hen' 
he was prevailed upon to go to Lapeer and prac 
tice his profession. He did so, and remained there 
the balance of the year 188G and nearly all of 1887. 
Dr. Jennings soon secured a very good practice 
in Lapeer anc1 the new and fertile country ar01..lild 
it.. Here he met Gen. L. Cass, and had the pleas
ure of dining with him on sevel'al important occa 
sions. He also formed the personal acquaintance 
of several other inviJuals, who afterward rose to 
marked distinction, p0litically, and through other 
channels, viz.: Zach. Chandler, 1\1oses ",Yisner. Col. 
A. C. Baldwin and other~. While in Michigan he 
formed the acquaintance of many of the after
ward celebrities of the two, yes, all political par 
ties, viz. : John C. Breckenridge. of Kentucky, VV. 
H. Seward, of Albany, N. Y .. , and many other 
political speakers. who visited Pontiac and Detroit 
during the memorable canvass of this period. Al~ 

tbough his practice was Tapidly increasing in La
peer, and he was surrounded with every prospective 
encouragement for advancement in his profession, 
yet he still yearned for other scenes ann surround
ings; and accordingly, late in December, 18'3'/, be 
concluded to go south, and so "pulled np stakes" 
and went to Chicago. Here he met Dr, A. S. Frye. 
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with whom he had studied medicine and attended 
lectures together, a bosom friend and companion, 
a brother of Senator ",Y. P. Frye, of Maine. They 
held a regular reunion for a few days, when, bid 
ding him good-by, Dr. Jennings went direct to 
Cairo, Ill., oYer the Illinois Central Railroad, and 
took passage on the Grf'at Republic, a magnificent 
:l\Iississippi River steamboat, for New OrlE'ans, La. 
This journey seemed enchantment itself. All was 
new; boat, people, everything he saw seemed WOIl

derful and picturesque in the extreme, and none 
less to him than the peculiarities of the negroes, or 
colored peopJe. The great majestic river seemed 
alive with all sorts and conditions of boats and 
barges. and scarcely half an hour would elapse 
without passing or meeting some craft or other, 
and at night, the beauty of the spectacle seemed a 
thousand times enhanced and deepenen; so much 
so, that sleep was out of the question, until the 
eye and ear were satiated, and nature had become 
wearied with this grand and 8ve1' changing vision. 
Such was the impression made upon the Doctor, 
that. although years, long, weary, eventful years 
have since passed, the vision has never faded. The 
commerce and travel of this mighty river were 
then the pride and glory of the people everywhere 
in the South, and the ties that this character of 
social travel occasionally formed became often as 
lasting as the lives of the parties who were thus 
limitedly thrown together. At the Crescent City, 
the Doctor again met a distant relative, Capt. Late 
.Jennings, whom he had never met bE-fore, and other 
friends who soon seemed like old acquaintances. 
Hemaining here a few days, he embarked on a 
steamboat for Camden, Ark., and thence by stage 
to Wasbington, where his eldest brother, Han. Or 
ville Jennings, resided. Here he at once entered 
upon the practice of his profession by forming a 
co partnership with Dr. Benjamin P .. J ett, an old 
and highly respected physician of this place. In 
18GO Dr. Jennings purchased Dr. Jett.'s drug store, 
and ran it in connection with his practice until he 
dispose<lof it and entered the Confederate army, as 
surgeon of the Twelfth Arkansas Regiment. Col. 
E .. W. Gantt commanding, to which he had been 
appointed and duly commissioned. This regiment t 



HISrrORY OF 

was organized at Arkadelphia, and after heing in 
camp at this place for about a month, moved from 
there to Little Rock, thence to Des A rc, and then,> 
took transportation boats for Memphis. In march
ing through Little nack, Dr. J eIlnings was so 
ml1ch pleased with the place that he imllle<liatply 
wrote his brother, that should he be so fortunate 
as to survive the struggle thPll cOllllneneing. he 
should certainly go there to live the remainder of 
his life. The regiment was encamped thronghout 
October, ] ben, on the Raleigh road, about three 
miles from the city of :l\1emphis, where it suffered 
immensely from measles; H30 out of about 1,100 
men had this disease. On N ovem ber 1, the regi
ment was sent to Columbus, Ky., arriving there 
a few days only previous to the battle of Belmont. 
In December following, it was transferred to New 
:l\ladrid, :1\10., where it remained throughout the 
winter of 18(31 G2. In March following, the fort 
at this place was captured by Gen. John Popt" 8 

army, the regiment escaping to thB Kentucky and 
Tennessee side of the J\lisBissippi River. The 
night of the evacuation, Dr. Jennings was ordered 
to accompany all the sick and wounded men at the 
fort by steamboat to Memphis, turn them over to 
the post surgeon there, and return to his command, 
if possible, after discharging this duty. The boat 
succeeded in passiDg Point Pleasant, twelve miles 
below, withont observation, where a Fedf'ral battery 
had been stationed to prevent the escape of the 
Confederate forces, and arrived at Memphis with 
lo() odd sick, wounded and JiHabled. Here Dr. 
J eililings found the hOHpital excessively crowded, 
and without allY room for others. He waH ac
cordingly ordered to proceed with bis boatload of 
sick, wounded and disabled men, and abo take 
charge of another steamhoat, with about the same 
number of sick. to accompany him, and to pro 
ceed to Helena, Ark., and thence to Vicksburg, 
and e"tablish Confederate hospitals there, remove 
the sick to them, employ civil physicians and sur 
geonf'l to attend them, and on completion of this 
duty to return to hiR command. This duty was 
performed af'l rapidly as possible, notwithstanding 
that the authorities at Vicksburg had IlOt made 
the lea~t preparation for their reception and care. 
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Dr. Jennings then l'pturned to Memphis by rail, 
and, as soon as posf'lihle, to his regiment on a gun
boat from Mempbis, where he aniveu just in time 
to participate :n tIll:' al>andollment of Island No. 
1(), and the capture of his regimeut, or almost the 
whole of it. April 7, 1862, at Tiptonvillp, near 
the mouth of the Obion River, Dr. Jennings was 
takeIl with the balance of the command, hut in the 
dm'kness of the night got separatpd and wandered 
about in the woods nearly two weeks before he 
could effect his escape. He got hold of a Butter 
nut suit of clothes, which he put on over his uni 
form, and visited the FedeI'al camp goiDg on 
board a gunboat as a "Rwamp native;" his un
kempt appearance fl'om scudding under bare poles 
and sleeping in the bottoms, served greatly to 
strengthen this personated individual. He found 
an old boat one day, and thought he could calk up 
its numerous cracks and cl'evices, so that a dark 
night he could pass the Federal fieet, and make his 
way in this frail craft down th!" "Father of '" a
tel's." He worked faithfully on the old boat with 
sncb implements at his command, viz.: an old 
knife and an old shirt, and thought he had suc 
ceeded admirably, but bad never tested it for want 
of opportunity and limited time. So the first dm:k 
night he managed to drag it to the edge of the 
water, the river then heing excessively full with 
overflowed banks. and with an old board rudely 
shaped as a paddle, he wormed his way through 
the thicket of willows that skirted its border, and 
boldly struck out into the deep, dark waters of this 
mighty river. Nothing could be seen but the dis
tant lights of the great fleet of boats comprising 
the Federal navy of conquest, and to pass them the 
frail little craft, Dr. Jennings alone commanded, 
must hug the opposite or Missouri shore closely, 
or it would be observed and hrought to. He 
strnck the current, and sensibly felt the little craft 
spin and whirl like a kite played in the wind, but 
the situation and the novelty of the undertaking 
gave zeal and courage to the occasion. It was 
momentary, for a change in the motion of the boat 
became painfully perceptible, and conveyed an im

pression of weight, as though it would overturn at t 
once with difficulty of maintenance of equilibrium. 
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His feet and legs felt wet and cold, anJ putting 
down bis hand he found the skiff was full of 
water, and liable to founder in a moment. The 
heau of the skiff was now tllrneJ toward the shore 
it hau left but a few minutes hefore. anJ propelled 
with all the energy human skill could exert; the 
effort wa!', RucceFsful, and in a moment, nOlle too 
Roon, the rapidly sinking boat reached the willows 
agalll, anc1 as luck would have it, the side 01 a 
hugh forked tree ancbored to the shore was felt, 
and in a moment more Dr. Jennings was straddle 
of it, and soon had his boat drawn partially npon 
it, where wet, weary, and completely exhausted, 
be patiently waited the first gleam of the dawn 
of day, to see how to extricate himself from the 
unfortunate dilemma he now found himseH in. 
Relief came in time, and with light he found his 
way back to firm land again. Nothing daunted 
by this failure, he the next day made an arrange 
Illent with a fisherman to carry him across Red
foot Lake in his skiff, giving him a $10 greenback 
note, all the money he had except a few COllfeder 
ate notes. The lake was ovpr ten miles wide at 
this point. The next morning early they started, 
pusbing away from the Federal picket gradually, 
until they got behind some cypress tl'eetops, when 
they stnlck out throngh the various channels 
aIllong the cypress trees, great numbers of which 
were standing. and presenting a truly wouderful 
appearanee with their boughs extended, some 
places way above the water, and at others in it. 
This lake was the result of several earthquakes, 
and an actual volcanic eruption in the Mississippi 
River on the New Madrid side, when a lake south 
of this point was raised up, and a cypress swamp 
on the 'l'ennessee side sank down correspondingly, 
and became known afterward as Redfoot Lake, 
with these trees left standing at varying heights. 
with their dead branches presenting a weird and 
ghostly appearance; and to add to this unnatural 
scenery the} came upon two rafts, nn which two 
or three decomposing deau bodies of soldiers, who 
had endeavored to escape over this same route, 
were lying, and in the dead branches of the cy 

presses were quite a number of vultures who had
J been feasting upon them. The sight was sicken 
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ing in the extreme, and they huniedly passed by 
them and. landeu near a little place called '" ilson. 
Dr. Jennings then footed it to Troy, carrying his 
surgical instruments in an old gunny sack. Here 
he lodged over nigllt, ana in the morning tramped 
on his way along the track of the railroad to the 
Obion I-Liver. HerE' the bridge had bef'n burned, 
and he succeeued in crossing it on a raft, nearly 
losing his life in the t'ffort. He went on through 
Trenton to Humbuldt. He found an engine with 
a few box cars nearly ready to leave. He jumped 
aboard and went on to Jackson, thence to Grand 
Junction and into Memphis, where he found quite 
a remnant of his regiment. Aftf>r a couple of 
days' rest he went to Corinth. l\liss., and reported 
to D. 'Y. Yandall, In. D., medical director of Gen. 
Beauregard's army. In a few hours thereafter, 
Yandall was superseded by Surgeon Ford, who 
ordered Dr. Jennings to report to Brig. Gen. 
John R. Jackson. This order was dated April 28. 
18()2. Gen. Jackson's brigade of Gen. J. 1\1. "With
er'" division, consisted of the Seventeenth, Eight 
eenth, Twenty first and Twenty fourth Regiments 
of Alabama, and Fifth Regiment of Georgia. 
Aft81' the Farmington engagement, which follow 
ed in the earlier portion of 1\Iay. Dr. Jennings 
was attacked with camp fever, entered the hospital 
at Corinth, and upon receipt of an indefinite sick 
leave, went to Lafayette Depot, tbirty three miles 
east of J\femphis, to Col. C. D. l\IcLean's planta
tion' in accordance with a previous promise made 
Mrs. l\lcLean, who, on account of personal atten 
tion to her sick son ,Villiam, desired to reciprocate 
favors in ea"", of his sickness. Dr. Jennings re 
mained at her house for several months, very dan 
gerously sick; and though recovery was deemed sO 

extremely doubtful that every preparation was 
made for his burial, he survived with a partial 
paralysis of the left half of his boJy, from wbich 
he di(l not fully recover fOT a long period. In 
August following he was able to travel, although 
on crutches. and was conveyed in a buggy to Holly 
Springs, Miss., thence by rail to Jackson, Vicks
burg and Monroe, La., and thus on to Camden 
and ·Wa'lhington, Ark.. whicb he reached some t 
time in Novemher, 1882. At this place he grad
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ually improved. and in the Rpring thought him
R0lf Rllfticiently able to return to hi8 command. 
He traveled from 'Washiugton, Ark., to J aokson, 
:l\Iiss., alone on borseback with this ohject in view, 
but on completing tht' journey from Vicksburg to 
JackRon in the- rain, he was again, at that lattf'r 
placE', attacke-d with acuh' rllPnmatif>m, which. aR 
soOIl as he was able to travel (rf.'c,igning h18 com 
mission and passing an examining board), he 
slowly rode back over the ReWlE' road to \Yashing 
ton, Ark.. where- he- remained wE'ak and feeble, 
until h(> (through pel'wission) camE' into Li~t)e 

Rock, Ark, whE're he arrived on ]\'1arch 17, 1b~'"L 
",Yhen he E'nteI'E'd Little Rock, bE' was nE'arly naked, 
his clothes were ragged, and he did not have 
means E'Dough at his command to purchase him 
self a very common me-al of victuals. He found 
friends herE' that offered him immE'diatE' assistance, 
and he at once entel'E'd as a contract (or assistant 
army surgeon) in the l Tnited States army, being 
first give-n the Twelfth Michigan battery, thE'n the-
Fifth Ohio, and then the gal'l'ison at Fort Sterle 
(which fort had just bE'E'll completed), and in a short 
time the officers' hospital at the ,Voodrufl' builrling, 
and the-nce sE'l'vice at the St. John's gene-ral hos 
pital. In ISo;) four assistant army surgE'ons. who 
had been assigned consecutively to the small pox 
hospital, each contracted the disease, ana as none 
of them had Tecovered f'mfficiently to Teturn to 
duty, Dr. Jennings was ordered to takE' chargE' of 
it, which he did. After the St. John's hospital 
was discontimwc1, Dr. Jennings waR givPll the 
FreedmEm's hospital. \\,hE'n thiH latter was 
dORPd, Dr. Jennings. who had, notwithstanding 
hi", varIed official positions, done a limitNl private 
practice. now dE'votec1 himself exclusive-ly to it, 
and soon acquired rE'putntion and Rtanding in all 
his relations with thE' profession and citizens. 
When the Brooks Baxter embroglio occurrec1 in 
Apl'it ] '-i74, he sided with the cause of Gov. Bax
ter, and was appointed surgE'on general of his 
forces. He served faithfully through this trouble, 
but through Rome neglect or carelessness of thE' 
general officials, is the only officer of this rE'nownt'd 
State- that was neve-r runstE'red ont 'of HenicE', In 
1'('ality, therefore, he ih th.. only RlU'geon gen('ral of 
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ArlmnRaR to day, R'3 none otber bas ..,ince been ap 
pointed. Dr. Jennings baR, thereforE', been in the 
pi'aotice of hiR profession in thfl city of Little Rock 
almost tWEmty six years. He baR been intimately 
a<;sociated with the city, county aud 8tatE' medical 
organizationR, in which he waR one of the original 
IllOVE'l'R, and bas served as sE'cretary anel president 
of each society. He was also one of the fonnde-rs 
of the Medical DepartmE'nt of tbe Arkansas Indus 
trial University, and still acts as the sE'cretary of 
the faculty, which he has done since its organiza 
tion, in 1879. HE' is therefore well known tbl'ougb 
out the profE'ssion of thE' State, and through his 
long membership in the AmE'rican IHedical Associ
ation, whicb dates from 18()8, among the leading 
members of the profE'ssion throughout the United 
States, In April, 11369, Dr. Jennings married 
1\1is8 Gertrudfl E. (daughter of William A. Elliott) 
of Camden, Ark., by whom be has had thl'f'e chil 
clren: Octavia, Orville and Elliott Orews. He still 
practices hiR profession in the city of Little 
Hock. 

C. Jennings, M. D., is a faithful laborer in the 
cause and advancempnt of thE' sciencp of IDE'dicine, 
and is recognized as such by his fellow men. Hp 
is a native of HE'mpstE'd County, Ark., born in 
1857, and in his early days l'ecE'ived an excellent 
literary education, being a graduate of St. John's 
Collf'ge of Little Rock. He began hiA medical 
studies in thE' University of Louisiana at New 
Orleans, graduating in 18b3, and afterward f'n
tered Charity Hospital of that city as a resident 
studE'nt, having the advantages of that institution 
for two years during his medical course. From 
this he also graduated in 18~;). Returning to hi"! 
home in Little Rock, by sterling WOl'th and skill, 
he- became quickly recognized by thE' people of 
Little Rock as a IE'ading member of the medical 
fratf'rnity, and in the few YE'ars of bis reside-nce 
herE' has built np a pI'actice which he only expected 
to secure aftf'r ye-arR of arduOl..18 labor. He be
longs to the Pu]abki County Medical Society, also 
the State Me-dical Society, and in his religious 
views is a member of the Episcopal Church. His 
wife, whose maiden name was Jean M. VenOl', 
was born in Tennessee, and by DJ'. Jennings is the 
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mother of one child: Edwin R. The Doctor is a 
son of Orville and Julia P. (Black) J enningr:. 

J. B. Johnson, a prominent merchant and one 
of the principal farmers in Pulaski Oounty, was 
born in Crockett County, Tenn., ou January' l3, 
1t:l63, and is a son of ,,y. E. and Pearilee (Wells) 
Johnson, the former a native of Misbonri who 
moved to Tennessee in 18()4, and the mother a 
native of the latter State. The parents had seven 
children born to their union, of whom J. B. was 
the third. The father fought through the Civil 
\Var in the Confederate army, and left the struggle 
with a brilliant record gained on the battlefield. 
His death occurred in 1887, but his widow still 
survives hiill, as does also the patel'nal grandfather, 
at the age of seventy six years. .J. B. Johnson 
was reared in Orawford Oounty, Tenu., until his 
sixteenth year, when he moved to Pulaski County, 
Ark., and commenced farming. On his arrival he 
had almost nothing in thf' way of wealth, but he 
has set an example since then that might well be 
followed by many young men of the present day 

a career which would win for them also the 
respect and high position that he enjoys. Ho is 
now one of the leading men and repl'esentative 
citizens of his county. In 1887 he entered into 
partnership with 1.\1r. Burton 1.\Iainard and estab-
Eshed a business at Roland, in which they carry a 
stock of goods worth from $1,500 to $3,000, and 
have control of a patronage that is as lal'ge as it is 
lucrative. Aside from his business interests he 
owns 300 acres of valuable land, and has placed 
thirty five acres under cnltivation, all of it being 
the result of his own enterprise and good manage 
ment. In September, 1b"'7, he was married to 
1\1iss Millie Oglesby, by whom he had one child; 
and the hardest blow that has come to him was the 
108s of both mother and child. In politics he i.., a 
Democrat and a strong :mpporter of that party. 
He was elected constable of Boland Township in 
1b86, and in 1888 re-elected to the Aame position. 
Mr. Johnson is a straightforward, outspoken man, 
of a kindly, but fearless disposition, and is very 
popular with the citizens of Roland Township. 

Gen. Daniel vV. Jones, formerly attorney gen
eral of Arkansas, but now one of the leading prac 

ticing lawyers in Little Rock, was born Decemuer 
15, 18;)O, in the then Republic of Texas. He is a 
son of Dr. Isaac N. Jones, of Granville Oounty, 
N. C., a physician of note while residing in that 
State, but who at the time of Daniel's birth was a 
member of the Texa's Congress. In politics the 
elder JoneH was a Whig, and a leader of his partl' 
Shortly after the birth of his son he removed to 
Al'kallsas and purchased a large plantation in 
Lafayette County. The greater portion of his time 
wag spent in vVashington, Ark., but while at his 
plantation inspecting the machinery of his gins and 
presses, a boiler in one of the gins exploded and 
killed him inbtantly. 'l~his occurred February 1], 
1838. His wife before marriage was a Th1:iss Eliza 
beth ·W. Littlejohn, of Oxfonl, N. O. The issue 
of their union was eight children, of whom seven 
lived to maturity and five yet remain. The mother 
died January 27, 1~67, at the age of sixty-two 
years. Daniel W. was reared in Hempstead Oounty, 
and received a good education at the high school 
of that place. \Yhen twenty years of age he com 
menced the study of law with the late Judge John 
R. Eakin, of the State supreme conrt, but the 
Oivil \Val' commencing in 1c)Gl interrupted his 
studies. He enlisted in Gratiot's regiment of 
State troops, and remained with them until after 
the battle of Oak Hills when the regiment was 
then disbanded. 1.\1"1'. Jones then raised a company 
of his own, of which he was made captain, and that 
body was mustered in as Oompany A, of the 
Twentieth Arkansas Oonfederate troops. At the 
battle of Oorinth he was sevenOlly wounded by being 
shot through the body. At that time he had been 
promoted to the rank of major, but upon his re
covery, in December, 1SH2, he was made colonel 
of the regiment amI served ill that rank until 
allllost near the close of the war, when he was 
given cOlllmand of a brigade. Gen. J olles wa::" 
lllanied on February U, 15G-1, to Miss :L\Iargaret P. 
Hudly, of Ashley Oounty, Ark., and shortly after 
the war had ended resumed hi::" law studieR aud 
was aclmitted to the hal' in September, Ibn3. 
He commenced practicing in the same year at 
,Yashington, Ark., and in January, l8GG, wa~ 

appointed pl'osecuting attorney without any solici
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tation on his part, his appointment being made by 
Gov. Murphy on recommendation of members of 
the bar of that county. Aftpr his time had ex 
pired, the General continued his practice until 
1874-, wht'n he was electeu prosecuting attorney of 
the Ninth judicial circuit, serving one term. In 
1876 he was presidential elector for the then Sec 
ond Congressional district, for Tilden and Hen
dricks, and in 1880 was a pret:Jidential elector at 
large in Arkansas for Hancock and English. In 
1884 he was a candidate for attorney general be
fore the Democratic convention. He was nomi
nated and elected in September of that year, and 
in 1886 was a candidate for re election and had no 
opposition. Since his retirement from office (Jan 
uary 18, 1889), he has continued in the practice 
of law, but has made his home in Little Rock since 
1885. Gen. Jones is a member of the Masonic 
and Odd Fellow fratel'nities and also of the State 
Bar Association. He is also a stockholder in the 
Little Rock board of hade. In religious belief he 
belongs to Grace Episcopal Ohurch. Seven chil 
dren have been born to him and his wife, of whom 
five are yet living, two daughters and three 80ns: 
Claudius (who was married to Miss Gabie Bean-
champ, by whom he has a daughter named Vir 
ginia), Elizabeth W., Bobbie N., Daniel 'Y., Jr., 
and Howard H. Mrs. Jones and the remainder of 
the family are also membrl's of the same church. 

j 

Hon. John T. Jones, f:>tate senator from Little 
Rock district, and a prominent planter of Pulaski 
County, was born in Albemarle County, Va., in 
1842, and is a son of Thomas and Sarah E. 
(Bunch) Jonf's, of the same State. The parents 
re-mained in Virginia until John rr. bad reached 
the age of about five ye-ars, and then moved to 
Hinds County, Miss., where the father died in 
18B(), and the- mother in lS71. The- elder J one-s 
was a successful and wealthy planter. None of 
his riches were inherited, hut all made- through 
his own industry and good management. He wag 
a ,Vhig in politics, and a strong Union man, but 
when the Civil War commenced he remained true 
to the soil that gave him birth, and cast his for 
tunes with the Southern States. He also fought 
in one of the early Indian wars, and, although his 
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services in the last great struggle were with the 
Lost Cause, his nalllE' deserves a place in hiRtory for 
his Dravery. He was a member of the A. F. & 
A. JU., and a prominent lDan in hoth the Masonic 
order and in public Iiff>. Reuben Jones, his 
father, was also a soldier in some of the earlier 
wars of thi~ country, as waR also Benjamin Bunch, 
the maternal granufather of John T. Jones. 
John T. "was the second chilcl in a family of four 
sons and two daughters, and was educated in the 
subscription schools of JYIississippi. ,Vhen the 
Civil War commenced he joined the Twelfth NIis
sissippi Infantry, and served through the entire 
period in the army of Virginia, taking part in the 
battles of Bull Run, Seven Days' Battles al'Ound 
Richmond, Fredel'ick':>burg, Antietam, Chancellors 
ville and Gettysbnrg, being captured at the latter 
place. He was taken prisoner to ,Vashington, 
D. C., and confined in the old Oapitol Prison for 
awhile. and then transferred to Point Lookout, Md., 
and kept until November, 186-1-, when he was ex
changed and returned home. Soon after this he 
joined Wirt Adams' Company, in Gen. Forrest's 
army, and went to Selma, Ala., where he was en 
gaged in several bot fikirmisheR until tbe war was 
ended. After the surrender he returned home 
and took charge of his father's farm, as his oldest 
brother had been killed in the Oonfederate army, 
and the father was then in feeDle health. In 18G9 
he was married to Miss Martha E., a daughter of 
Lewis and Martha E. Bell, by whom hE' has had 
six children, two sons and two daughters yet liv· 
ing: Ida (wife of George Prothro), Thomas P., 
Minnie and Fleming. In 1~72 Mr. Jones move-d 
with his family to Pulaski County, and settlt'd in 
Maumelle Township, where he purchased two 
farms of JOO and 1()() acres, compriRing some of 
the best land in Central Arkansas. Since 1885 he 
has resided in Little Rock, where he has bought a 
comfortable horne, in order to properly educate his 
children. In 1868 1\11'. Jones was plected sheriff 
of Smith County, Miss., and served two years. 
Upon his arrival in Pulaski Oounty he was 
elected jnsticE' of the peace, and serve-d until 
1882, when he- was e-Iected to the lowe-r house 
of repre-se-ntatives, and in 18b-1 re elected. In 
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1886 he was elected to represfmt the Tenth 
district (Pulaski and Perry Counties) in the 
State senate for four years, and during the Cleve 
land administration was also deputy United St~tes 
rparshal for the Eastern district of Arkansas. 
During his first term in the legislature he waR 
chairman of the committee on public roads and 
highways, and a member of the committee on 
elections. He has been chairman several terms of 
important committees, and a member of agricult 
ural, public charities and.,various otber committees. 
In politics he is a Democrat Clnd a leader in his 
party, his intellect. shrewdness and influence mak· 
ing him a valuable friend and a formidable enemy. 
He is a member of the Agricultural Wheel and 
the A. F. & A. M., belonging to Mount JV10riah 
Lodge, Mississippi, since 1866. Mrs. Jones was 
a devout attendant of the Baptist Church from her 
fourteenth year until her death, and was a very 
charitable Christian lady. She dipd in May, 188(j. 

Judge Eben W. Kimball is a native of New 
Hampshire, and was born in 1~3H. His ancestors 
on his father's side, came from England in 1626, 
and settled in Watertown, Mass., but his father's 
mother was born in Ireland. On his mother's 
side they are traced from Scotland and \Vales, 
and he thuH unites in one stream the blood of 
the four quarters of the Isle of Great Britain. 
Eben was educated in Massachusetts at the Salem 
Latin school, the first public school in the coun
try, and afterward entered Harvard College. and 
read law in Salem, where he practiced his pro
fession for several years with signal success. He 
was elected to the legislature of IHassachusetts 
before he was twenty-one years old, and served 
with much honor and credit. Becoming settled in 
Indianapolis, he took a IE'ading rank among the 
bar of that State, where he won his full .,hare of 
credit against such opponentR as Harrison, Hen 
dricks and McDonald. In 187J he moved to Lit 
tIe Rock, where he now re~ides. His practice i8 
largely in the U oited States ('ourts, and he haR 
been remarkably successful in litigation concerning 
county and municipal bonds, and in suit" against 

j 
corporations generally. He iR the attorney of all 
the leading insurance companies, and of foreign 

, 

iuvestment companies, as well ao of the First N a 
tional Bank, the Arkansas Industrial Company, 
Gas Light, and many other large corporatiuns. He 
is said to be the be:-;t cross examining lawyer in the 
8tate. J ndge Kimball has always been a strong 
Repnblican, and when in Indiana he stumped the 
State with Gov. Morton in his famous race against 
McDonald, Gov. Morton pronouncing him to be 
amongtbe foremost of political orator.,. He stumped 
\\' estern MiRsouri with Col. Van Horn, for Grant 
in his last presidential campaign. His political 
affiliations, however, do not deter him from enter 
ing heartily into every movement for the improve 
ment of Arkansas, and the fact that he.is not in 
accord politically with the majority in hiR State, if) 
never thought of when brain~ and energy are 
needed. He, however, manages to keep out of 
office, and is among the foremost dozen men now 
bringing Arkansas to the front. He has been spe 
cial judge many times in various couI"ts, and is a 
member of the bar of the supreme court of the 
United States. Everybody calls him' oJudge" Kim 
ball, and when asked how he came by that title he 
replied: "Some men are called' Judge' because 
they happen to be elected such. others because 
they are judges of the law. I don't belong to the 
former class." He has been twice married. The 
present :l\1rs. Kimball is a beautiful and charming 
lady, and has displayed more than ordinary skill 
and talent in painting on china and in oil. They 
have two attractive young children; his eldest 
daughter is the accomplished wife of George B. 
Rose, Esq., of Little Rock. The eldest snn, Hor 
ace Kimball, is a rising young lawyer, who inherits 
much of his father's brilliancy and good judg
ment. Judge Kimball is a great oqranizer, and 
any movement in which he is interested rnns 
smoothly and systematically, the work being all 
carefully planned beforehand, and men to carry 
out each portion of it selected with rare good judg 
ment; as a consequence, great results are accom 
plished without friction or undue disturbance. 
1'he late State exposition of thE' resources of Arkan
sas and State Immigl'ation Convention, are iUustra 
tions in point. Jl~dge Kimball was the president 
of the exposition, and the master mind behind the t 
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immigration convention, the most unanimous aild 
generally approved movement that has ever taken 
place in the State, the constitution of which was 
written by him. Judge Kimball is au ideal com
panion to men who value that sort of refined and 
strong speech which made Dr. Johnson so attract 
lYe. He possesses a quickness of conception and 
an aptness of illustration that at once silence the 
conversational bore and win admiration from men 
of keen intelligence. His marked gentleness of 
manner, and the sympathetic play of his wit, in' 
vite friendshi p and confidence. He never wounds 
a friend, and there are no dregs of bitterness in the 
rich draught of his mirth. Judge Kimball is now 
engaged in the practice of law, in which it is need
less to say, he is more than successful. He is a 
director in the Arkansas Insurance Company, which 
he organized, is president of the Little Rock & 
Choctaw Railroad, of the Layman Safety Car 
Coupler Company, of the Arkansas Abstract Com 
pany, and is largely interested in the development 
of the minerals in Northern Arkansas. He is one 
of the most eloquent of "after dinner" speakers, 
and his response to the toast " The Commercial 
Tr~veler as a Factor of Civilization," at the great 
banquet of the Travelers' Protective Association at 
Little Rock, in 1889, is pronounced one of the 
most brilliant spt'eches of his life. No higher en
comiums can be passed on him than by simply call
ing attention to the positions he has held. with such 
honor and credit, and the respect and unqualified 
esteem that is given him throughout the country. 
His is a record that the rising generation should at 
least try to follow. 

J. \V. Knott, proprietor of one of the leading 
restaurants of Little Rock (under the Capital Thea
ter), is a native of Middle Tennessee, and was born 
in lVlaury County, near Columbia, July 17, 184:-1. 
He is a son of 'Y illiam M. Knott, also a native of 
the same county and State. ,Yhen sixtet'n years of 
age Mr. Knott enlisted in Capt. Rucker's company 
in Twentieth Tennessee Infantry, and served in that 
regiment until the battle of Murfreesboro, where 
he had a brothel' killed. Then joining tbt' Fourth 
Tennessee Oavalry, he served under Gen. Forrest, 
until the battle of Chickamauga, where he was 
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made a prit:loner, and held as such, until June G, 
after the war closed. Ho then returned to Ten
neS6ee, and was engaged in tradillg for some time, 
following which he entereu the Railway Npws and 
Dinillg room lmsiness, in 187(). He came to Al:
kansas in 1880, and successfully conducted the 
Railway NeWB and Dining-room business, until 
1886, at which time he sold his railway business. 
In 1885 he purchased the confectionery Dtand ad
joining his present place of business, aDd two yeart:l 
later opened up a restaurant that business now 
receiving his attention. He bas built up a large 
and profitable patronage. lVIr. KnO-tt comes of one 
of the best Tennessee families, and by strict integ
rity, fair dealing and close attention to business 
affairs, he has won the confidence and respect of 
all good people. Mr. Knott is a member, in good 
standing, in the 1. O. O. F. and Knights of Honor 
l~ges, and is an upright and useful citizen. 

Fred Kramer, Jr., member of the firm of Rai
ble &, Kramer, wholesalf> candy manufacturers at 
Little Rock, was born in that city, and is a son of 
Mr. Fred Kramer, a prominent German citizen of 
Arkansas. The latter served as mayor of Little 
Rock for eight years, and inaugurated most of the 
improvements that are now being put in operation 
in that place. His wife, who was a Miss Adeline 
Richards before mal'l'iage, was also a native of 
Germany. They were the parents of five living 
children; of these, Freu, J1"., was reared in the city 
of his birth, there l'eceiving a good education in 
the public schools. Fred is assistant foreman of 
one of the companies of tbe Little Rock firf> de 
partment (No. -1), and aIDo belongs to thf> order of 
American Firemen of Arkansas. He is a young 
man of fine business abIlity, and has charge of the 
office work and also the foreign onler department 
of his firm. In religiom; belief he is a member of 
Christ Episcopal Chmch. 

:Martin L. Kumpe is a native of Alabama, but 
has been a resident of Arkansas for over thirty 
years. He is a son of John Kumpe anli Lucinda 
(Maples) Kumpe, natives of Germany and Ten
nessee, respectively. John Kumpe, a well known 
citizen of Little Rock for over thirty years, came 
miginally from Hessen County, Germany (where t 
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he was born April G, 180/') to America, when 
eighteen or nineteen) eanl old. He was a gardener 
by trad~, aml for the fin,t three years spent in this 
country be WHS employed in the Botanical Gar
dens at the city of 'Yashington. He then went to 
Huntsville, Ala., and some time afterward to Tus 
cnmbia, Ala., where he was engaged in the con 
fectionery business, and where he was married. 
In 184:6, disposing of his interests, he commenced 
farming, continuing until 1'33<;), when he sold out 
and move.] to Little Rock, where he resull1ed the 
confectionf>ry business. In 1~72 his ~on, Martin 
L .. purchased this outfit, and Mr. Kumpe retirf'd 
from activf> business life. He erected two large 
brick buildings in that year, and a couple more 
in the following two years. 1\11'. and l\-Irs. 
K umpe were the parents of fonrteen children, nine 
of whom are living: Mary (wife of John Drehr), 
Edward E. (who is a resident of the Indian Tel' 
ritory), Ann (wife of Thomas Parsell, lUartin B. 
(the subject of this article), Elizabeth (wife of J. 
,r. Carden), Oharles, Gertrude (now Mrs. Schar
er), CaTTie (now 3'\11'8. Haley) and Hem'y P. Mrs. 
Knmpe is still living, and is in her seventieth 
year. In thp year 18G2 Martin L. Kumpe (our 
subject) went into his father's store as clerk, 
ill which capacity he continued until 1872, when 
he bought out his father and continued the busi 
npss up to 187U, his brother Charley then becom 
ing proprietor. In 1881 be was on the police 
force, and served for about eight months in this 
capacity, after which he went into the sE'wing 
machinp trade. .1\11'. Kumpe has been twice mar 
ried. Fin:it in June, 1872, to Miss Parsel, who 
died the following year. His second union, on 
September 8, 1875, was to Dl'ucilla Dale. They 
were the parents of one child, Fannie, now thir 
teen years old. 1\1rs. Kumpe is a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South. Mr. Kumpe 
belongs to Damon Lodge No. B, Knights of Pythias. 

W. J. Landrum, traveling ~alesman for Thomas 
W. Baird, successor to Baird & Bright, c1t"alprs iu 
machinery, Little Rock, Ark., is a native of Mis
~issippi, awl was born in Holly Rpl'ingH, Marshall 
Connty, in 11332. Hifl father, John F. Landrum, 
was born ill Tennessee in 18:32, and up to the 

breaking out of the late war was a wf'll to do farm 
er, but, like many others, ~nffered serious losses. 
He was manied, in 1i::l30. to Miss Mary A. Ellmon 
son, of Virginia, and the daughter of Sidney and 
Lucy 0. Edmonson. 3'\1rs. Landrum waf> born 
in 18;3:3, and was an attractive and intprestiug 
woman. To the union of Mr. Landrum and wife 
a family of sevt"n children were born, only three 
of whom are now living: ",V. J., B. F. and Lucy 
O. (the wife of John O. Skelton.) John F. Lan 
chum immigrated to Arkansas from l\fissis~ippi, in 
1855, and located in Des Are, Prairie County, 
where he purchased land in the woods and built a 
log hou~e, soon having tht" place in cultivation. 
He ~erved in the late war, first going uut in thp 
cavalry. in 18Gl, but after a short time he was ap 
pointed manager on the Oonfederate "ide of the 
Atlantic Hospital, where he remained until 11.)GB. 
He was then taken ill and died ::.oon after. His wife 
married again in 1863, her second choice being 
Mr. Samlwl 'Yagoner, a native of Kansas, and by 
whom she had one daughter, now deceased. Mr~. 

\Vagoner died in Little Rock, in 1 ':.->67, in the full 
faith of the 3'\lethouist Episcopal Church. "T. J. 
Landrum began life for himself in 1 'S72, engaging' 
as fireman in the employ of the St. Louis, Iron 
Mountain & Southern Railway, which position he 
held for two years. He then worked at the hoiler 
and machinbt bU1'in888 at Little Rock until 18b;), 
at the expiration of that time accepting the posi
tion of traveling salesman for Baird &, Bright. in 
which he has since successfully remained. In 1875 
his. marriage with Miss Emma O. Davi:." of Little 
Rock, was con~ummated.. )\lrs. Landrum wa., born 
in Murray Uonnty, Ga., in 1859, being the dangh 
ter of JUl'. and J\Irs. Davis. native~ of Indiana, who 
moved Trom that State to Georgia, in 11-,1J;), awl 
located in Murray County. The father died in 
1 "72, and. after his death 3'\hs. Davis emigrated 
to Arkansas and settled in Pulaski Connty, where 
her death...occurred in 1~13. She wab a devout 
mmllber of tht" 3'\Iethodist Episcopal Church. To 
the marriage of l\fr. and Mrs. Landrum fi VEe' chil 
dren have been born, only two now liying: Ora C. 
and Oscar S. Mr. Landrum OWllS eighty acre:.. of 
good land in Izard Oounty, Ark., and also eighty 
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acres III Pulaski Oounty. He is a mflmher of the 
A. F. &, A . .IU., and a stanch Democrat. Mrs. 
Landrum is an earnest wOl'ker of the Methodist 
Episcopal Ohurch and, with her hU'3band, enjoys 
the esteem 'and universal respect of the community. 
Mr. Landrum is ODe of the oldest ('omll1orcial 
travEllers on the road in point of experience. and if! 
a courteous, affable gentleman, enjoying an ex
tended acquaintallce. 

jl 

Isaac Lawrence made his fir~t viRit to Arkansas 
in the winter of 184:7 48, as a comme-rcial trav
eler for a mercantile house in the East. He re 
mained two and a half months, during which tiille 
he traveled 1,600 miles in the State and Indian 
Territory, more than half the distance OD hOl'se
back and without weapons. His birthplace was in 
Connecticut, and his natal year, 1814. Trained to 
mercantile pursuits, he began business at the age of 
twenty in his native county, going thence to New 
York in the same business, and whell so engaged 
made his acquaintance with Arkansas, as above 
stated. In 183"S he came to the State to reside, 
first in ,Yashington, Hempstead Qonnty, in 1865 
removing to Little Hock, where (and in ,Vashing
ton until business was broken up by the war) he 
continued trade until 1873. Boon afterward he em 
barked in the real estate business, which he still 
pursues, handling a large amount of property in 
the city and country for resi:lent and non re~ident 
owners, besides personal transactions, building up 
in the meantime a substantial I'ecord for honesty 
and business ability. He made a profession of re
ligion in his nf.ltive State at the age or twenty-five, 
and has been an activp mpmber of the Old School 
Presbyterian Church since hit-> removal from there. 
He married l\liss Lucinda Kallem, of 8earcy, Ark., 
her hirth having occurred in 1Honrop County in 
1841. Her parents were from Ohio. 1\11'. Law
renee's fathpr, J o,>ia11 LawrencE', married PhCBbe 
(Lawrence) Faxon, widow of William Faxon and 
daughter of Nathaniel I-lawrE'nce, son of Daniel 
Lawrence, Jr. The paternal grandfather of onr 
subject wa'3 Jonas Lawrence, his father bping 
Uapt. Isaac LawrencE'. The latter was born in 
Groton, 11ass., about 170-1-, and was 01lE' of the 
early pionpers of 'Yestern Connectirut, where he 
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and most of bis family spent their days. The old 
hom8stead is still in posRession of descendants, and 
among thE' family l'f'llics presflrved is a loo'ill made 
from the oak trp8 where he (Capt. Isaac) and his 
family camped tlH'l first night when they came to 
the plac8 where they settled (northwest part of 
Litchfie]d County) in 17:313. The family have a 
somewhat extensive gellPalogy of the different 
branches, two different books of it having been 
written some years ago. 

Robert W. Lemastee, tbe popular postmaster 
at Halstead. and also a prominent merchant and 
farmer of that place. was born in Spartanburg, 
S. 0., in 1829, and is a son of \Y€Isley and Orpha 
Lemastee, of the same county and tltate, born in 
]bOG and 1812, respectively. The father resided 
in Spartanburg Oounty all his life, and is buried 
there, while the mother passed the remainder of 
her days in Georgia, where she died in 18BG. Her 
husband was a prominent farmer and a son of 
Richard Lemastee, of Virginia, who died in Sout h 
Carolina over one hundred years old. His father 
was George Lemastee, who emigrated from Eng 
land to America. and servpd in the Revolution two 
years, after which he settled in Virginia and then 
in South Oarolina, where he became a wealthy 
farmer and an influential citizen of his adopted 
country. Robert was the second child in a family 
of six Bons and one daughter, and like many of the 
self made men of the present day, he received a 
limited edu('ation in his youth. One reason for 
this was on account of the scarcity of schools, and 
then the father died when Robert was only eleven 
years old, thus throwing the main support of the 
family upon him. In 1&58 he moved to the State 
of Georgia, and was there married to Lucinda, a 
daughter of Culeman and Nancy Hames, of South 
Oarolina. Mrs. Lemastee'R parents left their na 
tive State and settled in Gporgia, where the mother 
died, and the father, who is a prominpnt farmer, 
still resides. Mr. Lema::;tee remained in Georgia 
until 1CS(ju, spending four years of that time in 
Philipps' Legion of Georgia troops in the army of 
Virginia. and fighting under Gpn. Longstreet at 
Chattanooga, Bull nun, Sharpsburg, Fredericks 
burg, Ohancellorsville, Gettysburg, Antietam, t 
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Mission Ridge and a great number of other en 
gag-ements, also serving part of the tilDe as a mem 
ber of the pioneer corps. In April, 1865, he snr 
rendered with Gen. Lee at Appomattox and re
turned to his ramily in Georgia, where he remained 
until 186o, and then moved to Yell County, Ark., 
where he settled for fonr years. In] 870 he moved 
to Pulaski County, and proceeded to clear up a 
tract of land in the wooc1s. He now owns 1o() 

. acres, and has sevellty acres under cultivation. Be 
sides his farming interests he has e8tablished a 
general merchanuise store, and carries a fine stock 
of goods, and since 1886 has been the postmaster 
of Halsteao, his present prosperity coming to him 
through his own enterprise and industry. In poli 
tics Mr. Lemastee is a Democrat, anu in secret or 
del'S he is a member of the A. F. & A. M., Alex
ander Lodge No. 333. Himself and wire, who is 
a devout Christian lady, have attended thp Metbo 
dist Church ror over forty years. 

James H. Lenow, M. D., occupies a chair in 
the Medical Department of the Arkallsas Indus
trial University, his branch being the diseases of 
genito-urinary organs and syphilis. The only son 
in the family of James and Indiana (Leake) Lenow. 
he was born in :Memphis, Tenn., on February 
IH, ] 850. James Lenow died at Louisville, Ky., 
June 9, 1850, while en route to Virginia to pay a 
last visit to his aged mother. His estimable wife 
survived him until July 17, 1865. They were the 
parents of one daughter, Josephine, whose birth 
occurred in Fayette Oounty, Tenn., in 1844. She 
was twice married, first to l\fr. Frank T. Cochran. 
who died in 1872, and the second time to Dr, 
John A. "T atkins, of Tennessee. She died April 
23, ] 88(}, leaving two SOIlS, one by each husband. 
Dr. ,TameR H. Lenow was educated in the Ken 
tucky Military Institute, graduated from that in 
stitution in June, 1870, and received the degree of 
A. B., and in 181'6 the degree or A. 1\1. Having 
determined upon the practice of medicine, he im
mediately began its study in New York, and after 
a thorough course was graduated with high honol's 
in the class of 1872, from the Jefferson 1\Iedical 
College, at Philadelphia. In 1872 he located in 
Little Rock, awl since that time has bef>n actively 

occupied in the profe~sioll of his chosen occupa
tion, administering carefully and with personal in 
terest to the wants of suffering humanity. For 
seven years he was the phYfiician in charge of the 
8tatf> penitentiary, and also held the position of 
('ity and jail physician for a number of terms. 
only refiigning the position of city physician to ac
cept a chair for two terms in the city council. In 
] 877 Dr. Lenow was health officer of the city, and 
is now medical examiner for hoth the J\-IutuaI 
Equitable and Manhattan Life Insurance Com
panies, of New York. In November, 1<:383, he was 
married to Mrs, Ella D, Fones. Two children 
have been born of this union: J allli8 and Horace. 
The Doctor is liberal, and contributes largely to 
anything that tends to the advancement of Little 
Rock. 

R. "', Lindsey, 1\1. D. In Union County, 
Ark., April 11, 18-16, R. "\V. Lindsey first saw the 
light of day. He is the son of Caleb Lindsey, 
originally from Christian County, Ky., who was 
born in 1807, and came to Arkansas in 1818, set 
tling in Lawrence County. After a few years' res 
idence here he moved to Little Rock, and then to 
Saline County, with his father, Caleb Lindsey, 81' . 
the latter dying in 1H26, in Saline County. His 
son, Oaleb, was married in' 1S37. to Rebecca 
Brillhart, of Lawrence County, Ark., and they be 
came the parents of seven children, only three of 
whom attained their majority. At the present two 
are Iiving: R."\Y. and H. B. Some years after 
the father's death (which occurred in 183G) )11's. 
Lindsey married 1\I1'. Cornelius Cralock, and is now 
residing in Ashley County. Dr. R. \V. Lindsey 
received an excellent education in youth. and li\Ted 
on a farm in Ashley County until J annary, 1 ':103. 
when he enlisted in Company A, Fifth Louisiana 
Cavalry, for a war experience. After serving uutil 
the close of the war. or rather until the news of 
Lee's surrender ani ved at Alexandria, La., the 
command was disbanded, and he retnrnell home. 
He was in several skirmishes, but none of particu
lar importance. In ]868 Dr. Lindse3 began to 
wade through the dry and ponderous volumes of 
medical lore, bnt subse(IllE'ntly came off victorious. 
He studied with Dr. "\Villiam Thompson, ill Little 
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Ro('k, and remained with him for two years, follow 
ing which an attendance upon the lectures at the 
rniversity of Nashville (where he graduated in 
February, 1~7:2) ably qualified him for a profes 
sional career. He fin:lt hung out his modest little 
sign in Plum Bayou, a village in J efforsoll County, 
Ark., and though it would scarcely attract the 
passer by, his reputation as a competent phYhician 
soon became recognized, for he enjoyed a lucrative 
practice for nine years. In I8S1 Dr. Ljndsey 
came to Little Rock, and has built up an enviable 
practice, where he has remained ever since. He 
is a good citizen, generous and enterprising, and 
contributes liberally to all lJublic movements. He 
was married in Little Rock, December 31, 1874, 
to l\Iiss Fannie Hensley, a native of Cabell County, 
,Vest Va. Their offspring consists of two boys: 
Caleb Wl'ight (born August 18, 187G) and \Villiam 
Ed"\\in (born October 11, 187~, at Plulll Bayou, 
Ark.). They are aged respectively thirteen and 
eleven, and both healthy, well del eloped children. 

Capt. Felix G. Lusk, one of thf> leading mem 
bel'S of the Arkansas bar, and a praC'tical farmer, 
was born in Sevier Oounty, Tenn., in 182U, and is 
a son of 1\laurice R. Lusk and Jane Matthews. 1\1. 
R. Lusk was born in Buncombe County, N. C., in 
1801, and his wife in Sevier County, Tenn., in 
1807. They were married in the latter county, 
and in 1826 removed to Newmarket, Ala., where the 
mother dipd in 1840. In 184-2 Mr. Lusk was again 
married, and in the same year lllovea to Lewis 
burg, Ark., and in l~-±G they again changpcI their 
location to a point near Malvern, Ark., where both 
died in 185G. The fathpr was a sLoemaker by 
hade. and was very much interested in military 
matters, being captain of militia in Alabama. He 
was a "on of Joseph Lusk, of Iribh U8scent, who 
fought in the Hevolution with Gen. "Marion; and 
Joseph Lusk's father was John Lusk, one of 
Eleven brothers who came from Ireland to Amprica 
at a very early period of this country's history, and 
who separated at Jamestown, Va., each going to 
a different State. Jeremiah "Matthews, the mater 
na1 grandfather of Oapt. Felix G. Lusk, was of 
Irish descent amI born in Virginia. He- was a 
courier during the Revolution under Gen. Marion, 
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awl aftel ward settled in ,Tennessee, where he re
sided a great many years, and was one of the 
pioneers of Sevier Uounty. Capt. Lusk was the 
third child of six born to his parents, and received 
a good common· school education. He commenced 
farming for himself when ~ixteen yean; old, reo 
maining at it oue ypar, when he was apprenticed 
to the tannery business for three year:,. After 
that he followerl the trade of carpentering until 
the war, when he enliHted in Company K, First 
Arkansas Infantry, having come to Arkansas in his 
boyhood, and was appointed orderly sergeant, in 
which capacity he served until 1SG2, when he was 
promoted to a captaincy, thus serving for three 
years; he waf::> seignior captain, hence the oft men
tioned colonel. He took part in the firsL battle of 
Manassas, the engagements of Shiloh, Farmington 
(Mibs.), Perryville (Ky.), l\IurireesbOl'o, Chicka 
mauga, Missionary Bidge and all the Georgia cam· 
paigns in which Joe Johnston and Hood cOlllmanded 
up to the fall of Atlanta. Immediately before the 
latter, he was sent into the State of Arkansas on 
<letach duty to hunt up cleserters, which was then 
a dangerous misEliou to perform. He cOlltinue<l in 
that capacity until April 2, IbG5. when he was 
captured at South Benc.1, jm;t after crossing the 
Arkansas River, and imprisonec.1 at Little Hock 
until after the gE'nera1 surrender. He was captm'ed 
thrE'e times during the war, but maue his escape 
by a daring break for liberty, never remaining a 
prisoner longer than ten months, except the last 
time, and was wounded in two engagements, 
"lightly. After the war he settled in Little Rock, 
and commenced his tradE' as carpenter, also dealing 
in real estate. In 188-1 he moved to Mabel vale, 
and conLinueu practicing up to 1888, when he 
changed his location to his pr8sent farm, one and 
one half miles southwest of l\Iabelvale, where he 
bas eighty acres in one tract and forty six acref::> in 
another, besides owning land in Saline and Lonoke, 
all of which the Captain has acculllulated by hif::> 
own sbrewdneHs. good bnsinpss ability and energy. 
In politiC's he is H DemOCl'Clt, antI has a1 ways voted 
that ticket, having been appointE'd deputy clerk of 

Hot Spring County, and for a perioll served as t 
constable and. d.eputy sheriff of Columbia CounLy. 

-'~F 
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He was afterward deputy clerk in Little Rock, and ro.. and remained with that firm nntil they went 
justice of the peace in Prairie County for R bout out of existencA, and for the past five Yf'al'S has 
one year. In] 80H he was married to l\Ir"l. 1\Iartha been emploYE'd by the present firm, whose business 
L. Lee, a charming widow, and a daughter of ,John ha"l been greatly enlarged and prospered under 
and LucinJa Qnindley, of Tennebsee and Georgia, his able and efficient management. The entirf' 
respectively. This wife died July 1(), 1878, and e"ltabliRhment is in Mr. l\IcCowan's charge, and his 
in January, lS7H, he was married to Mrs. Mollie entire time is devotE'd to thE' large volume of busi 
A. Kimbrough, a pleasant and agreeable widow ne<,s that thE'y command. In secret '3oeieties he 
lady, and a daughter of Nathan and Catherine is a member of Lonoke LodgE' No.8, Knights of 
l\Iorgan. Pythias, and also belongs to the order of American 

H. D. McCowan, superintendent of the Eagle Firemen and is vice-president of the Council. Mr. 
Ginning & Cotton Pickery, Little Rock, wac; born McOowan belongs to and is secretary of the Pat 
in that city on February 15, 1 '-138, alld is a son of Cleburne Fire Company No.1, and has been con
Gabriel McCowan, a native of Edinburgh, Scot nected with the Little Rork department for nine
land. The father was a prominent Mason who teen years. He was married on December 7, ]881, 
had attained the thirty third degre8, and was an to JUiss Ida Lewis, a niece of S. Navra, a promi 
associate of Gen. Albert Pike, Albert Mackey and nent merchant of Little Rock. Three children 
Judge E. H. English. He came to America in have bf'en born to this marriage, of whom two are 
18..t-9, anJ located at Little Rock where he estab yet living: Olifford and a baby boy. 
lished himself in business and resided until the Dr. M. J. McHenry, a prominent phYRician 
year 1'i71. whf'n his death occurred. He was en and surgeon and dealer in drugs, chemicals and 
gaged in the wholesale dry-goods business, and sundries at Jacksonville, is a native of Shelby Coun 
also operateu the first tannery ever erected in Ar ty, Ala., and was born in 18.t3. His parents were 
kansas, in partnership with Mr. Alex George, now M. H. and 1H. M. (Moore) 1\IcHenry, the former 
deceased also. He was also a director and stock born in Virginia in 1804 and dying at the home of 
holder in various other enterprises in Little Rock his son in Pulaski County in J888. 1'hf' father 
and was one of its most widely known and influen moved with his parents to Alabama while in his 
tial business men. The elder McCowan was mar boyhood, and there attained his maturity and was 
ried to Miss Elizabeth Mandel, a llative of Han married. In 184:7 he moved with his wife to 
over, Germany, their nuptials taking plare at the Union County, Ark., where he resideu until 187-t-, 
city of Port Gibson, Miss. Five children were and then came to Pulaski County. He became a 
horn to this union of whom four are yet living, as very prosperous planter, and was a noted politician 
18 also the mother who resides with her son, the in hoth Alabama and Arkansas, having served in 
principal of this sketch. H. D. McCowan was the Alabama legi:,..,latnre for one term, and several 
reared during the greater part of his eadier life times elected sheriff of Shelby County, in that 
in New York Oity, and received his edncation at Htate. He was a Democrat and an infhwntial 
Eastman's business college in Poughkeepsie, N. man with his party as well as an enterprising citi 
Y. While living in New York City he was em zen. His wife was born in Georgia in 18HL and 
ployed by ona of the leaJillg varnish firms, and died one year before her husband at the hOlle of 
that, coupled with his comnwrcial trainillg received her son in PulaRki Oounty. 1l hey were the par 
at Poughkeepsie, maue him thoroughly efficient to ents of nine children, of whom seven grew to 
enter into busineRs on his own account. After matnrity and five are yet living, one residing in 
leaving college he came to Little Rock, and for the Texas and the remainder in Arkansas. Two of the 

j 
first four years of his arrival was cashi{-1l' of the sons gave np their lives for the Confederate caust? 
Arkansas Gazette. He afterward went into the during the last war. Dr. l\IcHenry was the second 
machinery business with 1\1:ess1's. R. L. Oobb & child of this family, and was rear~d principall~ in 
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Al'kansas anll educated in the public schools of 
that State. His chosen profession was medicillt', 
and he took one course at the New Orleans Medi 
cal College, afterward graduating from th£> Ulli 
yersity of 1\larylanc1 at BaltimorE' in ] ~70. He 
nr:-.t commeIlced practicing in Columhia County 
and then moved to ,JacksoIlville, Ark.. in 1')71, 
which place he has made his home a11<l practiced 
E'ver f:>ince. At the outbreak of the Uivil 'Y m' he 
enlibted in the Confederate army and served 
almost fonr yearfl, becoming, wlwn Capt. Wal 
lace's company was organized in Union County, a 
member, and being actively engaged for the 
remainder of the war; entering as a private, be 
was promoted to first lieutellant and finally took 
command of the company, his promotion being 
won solely on his merit as a gallant soldier. In 
1 q72 he was married to a Miss Scott, of Louisiana, 
a daughter of Col. Thomas Scott, and by this 
union had one son, Garland H., wbo resides with 
his father. The Doctor lost his first wife in 187+, 
and four years later he was married to Miss 
Estelle rJ1eague, of Alabama, by wbom he has bad 
four children. Dr. J\lcHelllY has been in the 
drug business ever since his alTival in Jacksonville, 
and carrie!:> a very select 'Stock of goods. He is 
one of the leading phyr-,icians of Pulaski County, 
and is recognized as fitanding at the head of his 
profession, his largp practice and wide popularit) 
fully attesting to that fact. He owns] OH acres of 
valuable farming land, and has an interest in some 
2')0 acres of mineral land containing lead and 
silver. which, from prespnt prospects, will yield 
him a fortune in tht' near future. He is a Demo 
crat in politics and a strong f>upporter of that 
party, and has served one term in the legi~latur8 
to the entire satisfaction of hi-; conoc,tituents. The 
Doctor iR a C'onrteous and pleasant gentleman in 
every way, and his many good qualities have won 
him a host of friends. He is a memher of the 
:Methoc1ist Episcopal Church, South. as was also 
his first as wen as his second wife. 

Angelo lUane (deceased) was a native of "Sunny 
Italy" and was born in Genoa, in 1S-I-2. When 
ahout twelvp ypars old lle calit' to AmeriC'a with 
Lis parents, and when the war brokp out entered 

the army in the d8fense of the rigbb;, of Tennesspe, 
the State of his adoption. He served throughout 
the pntire war with the couragE' and ardor of 
America's own sons, alHl after that was employed 
011 the detective force in Memphis. In 1872 he 
l(·ft Memphis alld came tu Littlt' Hock, where he 
pngagpt1 in thp liquor tra<l(,. In thi~ business hp 
was vt'l'Y sncres~·;fnl, ama-;sing a largt' fortune, lmt 
after a time he retired from the active conduct of 
business interests alld turned his attention to city 
and county politics. He served several terms as 
alderman from the second ward, and a realization 
that he was in allY position or office was assurance 
of the careful and successful discbarge of the 
duties intrusted to his care. For one term he was 
a memher of the board of puhlic affairs, and at one 
time was sf'lected by the Bepublican party as their 
candidate for sheriff. At the time of his death, 
which occuned in February, ] 880, he owned a 
large interest in, and was president of, the Edison 
Electric Light Company of Little Rock. At the 
Catholic Church of Little Rock, in ] 877, Mr. 
1Harre was united in marriage to Miss Jennie 
Bacigalupo. a daughter of Vincent and J\Iary Baci 
galupo. They were the plOprietors of the Crystal 
Palace, of Memphis, Tenn., and were victims of 
the yellow fever plague of 1878, dying within a 
few days of each other. The obituaries written at 
the time of their death spoke of them in nnquali 
fied praise. Mrs. Marre flurvives her husband, 
anti is a cbarming lady, and a great favorite in her 
large circle of friends. Little Rock owes much to 
Mr. MalTe for, ever alert for any enterpl'ise that 
waR conducive to the building and gruwth of that 
city, he spared neither money nor labor to a('com
plish the desired results. 

Dr. M. C. Marshall, one of tbe most promi
nent dentists in Little Hock, was born in Maysville, 
Ky., where his father, Dr. Hammond Marshall, 
praC'ticed cleutishy for a numher of years. The 
elder Marshall waR a native of Maine. and \\ as 
well known thronghont New England and the 
Northern StateR as the inventor of the galvanized 
sheet-iron burial casket, which took the plare of 
the old cast iron and lead caskets then in vogue. 
He wa") afterward engaged in the manufacture of 
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these at Oincinnati, Ohio, but on the outhreak of 
the Civil 'Val' moved his entire plant to Nashville, 
Tenn. The blockade at this point preyented bis 
obtaining any galvanized sheet iron, and he-ing 
in sympath) with the Confederacy, he converted 
his establishment into a factOl') for manufactnring 
shot, shell and sabers for that Government. At 
the fall of Fort Donelson, he left Nashville within 
a half bour's notice, and went to Atlanta, Ga., 
and soon after removed part of his machinery to 
that place to 1'e establish his factory, remaining in 
Atlanta until the day of bis death, in September, 
1874. Dr. Hammond Marshall was at one time a 
resident of Fayetteville, Ark., from 185.! to 1860, 
and while there took out a patent au his celebrated 
burial cases. He was married to J\Iiss J\Iary Mad 
dox, a native of England, who came to America 
when in her second year. Dr. 1H. C. Marshall 
was only four years old when he eame to Fayette
ville with his parents, and before hI'> was fourteen 
years old he was a member of Gov. Joe Brown's 
militia, and served six months in that body. 
After the war he felt the need of a more thorough 
f'ducation than he had, and attended night school, 
paying his own way throngh. He then entered 
a large gen81'al supply establishment and remained 
with the firm until his twenty second year, when 
he removed to Oxford, Miss., and commenced 
studying dentistry under the instruction of his 
elder brother, Dr. W. H. J\larsha11. After a few 
years' study he began the practice of his profes 
sian, and in 18i7 was married to 1\1iss Alice Kit 
trell, of Black Hawk, Mi'3s. Here he met with a 
great sorrow, as he lost his young wife ere they 
bad been married a year. Afterward he went to 
Philadelphia and graduated in the College of Den
tistry, in the class of 1880, following which he 
returned to J\Iississippi, where he was agaIn mar
ried, in 1883, to Mrs. Cora ,rilkings. Removing 
thence to Little Rock, Ark., he has since resided 
here, and has now reached the top round in the 
ladder of bis profession. His .mccess iR a%ured, 
his practice one of the largest, and Lifo. comfortable 
offices at 501 J\lain Street, in the \Yatkins Block 

j 
are well arrangeu for comfort and convenience. 
The Doctor is secretary of the Southern Dental 

Association, and also fills the same position for 
the State Dental Examining Board. He is inter 
ested in all the affairs of his profession, and 
a"isisted in the organization of the State Dental 
Assoeiatio[], being p.fesident of that body in 1888. 
Before leaving Mississippi he was appointed a 
member of the first Board of Dental Examint'rs, 
under the laws of that State, and elected presi 
dent of that Lady. In secret societies he is a 
prominent member of the Knights of Pythias, 
Knights of Honor. and of the Masonic fraternity. 

J ailles A. J\lartin, one of the most prominent 
civil engineers and surveyors in Arkansas, residing 
at 607 \Yest Fifth Street. Little Rock, was born 
in Pulaski County, Ark., and has made Little 
Rock his home almost all of his life. His father 
was Jared C. Martin, a native of what was then 
the Cherokee Nation. in Georgia, "\"ho was a son 
of John and Elizabeth (Allen) ~larti n, of Ireland. 
The grandparents removed from Georgia to Oape 
Girardeau, Mo., by wagon, at an early period, where 
their son, Jared C., was reared, and remai ned until 
his fifteenth year, when he came to Pulaski Coun
ty to join a brother, Hutchison J\Iartin, who had 
preceded him about three years, The brother was 
living at that time on the river front. opposite the 
foot of Main Street. The site has long since been 
washed away, and the Arkansas River now flows 
where his hOUSfl stood. Jared operated a ferry 
boat for his brothel' f01" some time after his arrival. 
and then carried the mail for two years from Little 
Rock to Arkansas Post. He wag subsequently 
engaged in farming. and followed that calling for 
the remainder of his life. He represented Pulaski 
County in the State legislature two terms, and was 
then appointed to fill an unexpired term of Gen. 
John Hutt, who was removed from the office of 
State treasurer, and at the expiration of that term 
was E'lected for the succeeding one. His death 
occurred on November I, 1857, at the age of fifty
one years. His wife before marriage was Miss 
Mary Douglass, of Sumner Connty, TenD .. who 
was born in 1qO~. They were the parents of eleven 
children, of whom five are yf't living. four sons and 
one daughter: James A., \Yilbam A .. Mollie D. 

(wife of James J. Martin. 01 Little Rock). J~~ 
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c., Jr., and Henry G. (also civil engineers at LittlE' 
Rock.) Thl:-' mot1181' c1ieo. February 14, 1877, at 
the age of sixty eight years, and both parentR are 
bnripd on the old hODwstpau in Fuurche Towm;hip, 
Pulaski County. They we~'e members uf HlP 
Christian Church, and devout Christian people. 
.James A., the principal of this sketch, was rpared 
un th(, homestead farm, and received the hest ec1u 
cation offered by the schools of that pel'iod. His 
father at one time erectpu a school hOllse himself, 
and employed the best teachers to be fonnd, hut 
afterward sent James to Sumner County, Tenn., 
whpre he attended school for Olle year. AftE'r his 
rE'turn to Al'kansas he comml?nced farming, and 
wheu twenty. two yeal's old, he was married to lHis'3 
Huldah Trac} Toncray, of Memphis, Tenn., a 
daughtPr of Silas T. and Orpah (Hansbrough) Ton
cray. After his marriage he continued farming for 
one year, and then purchased his present resi 
dence. Mr. 1\lartin stndie(1 surveying with a man 
by the same name, hut no relation, and in the fall 
of 1833, he commenced surveying for the Govern
ment, remainiDg at that occupation for six years. 
He put in four yean; as deputy State treasurer, 
under treasurers John Quindley and Oli vel' Basham, 
and was appointed treasurel' Oil the death of the 
latter, who was killed at Pilot Knob, Mo. During 
the last two yearfl of the war he was a member of 
Capt. Watkimi' company, in Hawthorne's regi 
ment, and served as clerk in the adjutant's office, 
under Gen. Fagan most of the time. He suhse 
fluently served in the "lame capacity under Gen. 
Hawthorne, and spent the last foul' months of hi9 
service in the Topographical Bureau of the engi 
neer's ,lepartment, at Shreveport, La. f-)iu('e the 
war he has heen engaged in engineering and sur 
veying over the StateR of Arkam;as, Kansas, Mis
~ouri, Louisiana and Indian Territory, and assisted 
in locating the Cairo & Fulton Railroad (now the 
Iron Mountain). HIld the Little Rock & Fort Smith 
Railway, also the Little Rock, l\Iississippi River &, 

Texas Railroad. the road from l\Iollticello to Texar· 
kana, also from Van Buren, Ark.. to Arkan")as City, 
Kas. Nine children have been born to 1\lr. and Mrs. 
l\Iartin, of whom four are yet living: t:lilas C. (a 
cil il enginepr, of Little Rock, who was married to 
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Miss Fannie E. Martin), Mollie O. (wife of CbarIps 
Fowler, in charg(> of the city haL1e for C. F. Penzel 
(V:, Co.), Frank Douglas and .Tam(>fl Cook The entirp 
family are IDemlwl'fo, of thp Cbri:-,tian Chm'ch, to 
which l\Ir. l\Iartin has helonged f'incfl 1\..j--t-\ and 
has been connected with the Little Roek church of 
that denomination since' 1 S3B, holding the office of 
elder. He is also a membpr of the Arkan"lC19 Ho 
ciety of Surveyors and Engineers. , 

Capt. James R. Miller, one of the best known 
men in Arkansas, and president of both the Street 
Railway Company and the Arkansas Industrial 
Company, two of the largest corporations in Little 
Rock, though a wealthy man, is devoid uf the pride 
and arrogance of tIle :"E'mi millionaire. On the 
contrary, he is of a jolly, social disposition, oppn, 
free· hearted, and the aCllle of hospitality. The 
following tribute to his worth, as a man, was writ 
ten hy his life long friend, Opie P. Reed, editor of 
the Arkansaw Travelel': "One of the best known 
men in Arkansas is Capt. James R. Miller. He 
has never songht notoriety, has never attempted to 
pJace ,himself in the line of the public at large, 
but the public turned abont, bowed and smiled 
upon him. At the close of the war he was a mon 
eyless hoy, his only capital being the haH forgotten 
rudiments of the printer's trade. He did not go 
over to the shady side of the street, where the Loyl'l 
sat upon goods boxes, telling war stories and spit 
ting through their teeth. but went out into the 
sunshine of conflict. The printer's trade was not 
progressive enough for him, and he threw it aside. 
His quick eye and unerring judgment soon enabled 
him to get a foothold, and ill a wonderfully shOl't 
time he began to be mentioned as a ri..,ing man. 
The tide of fortnne flowpd hiE'> way; his perceptions 
grew keener and his juugment ripeneu; the fruit 
of tireless WOl'k was grmving yellow on the tree of 
enterprise. He was now what the world tE'rms a 
rich man, but his work was only hegun; he had 
made his own forhme, and now he would assist in 
making the fortuDf'ls of otherR. He left Memphis, 
the scene of his early operations, and went to Little 
Rock. He did not go to speCUlate as a non pro 
ducer, but to build the largest cotton seed oil mills 
in the world. One day an old negro stopped a t 

,.. 
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citizen on the street and said: . Look yere, didn' 
you call dat w'ite man gwine long yander Cap' n 
]Hiller?' , Yes. ' ''.Yall, is he de man dat's got 
all dese :rere oil mills and street kyars an' sich y' 

, He's the man.' . 'Yall, I nebber know'd dat 
Lefo'. '.Y'y, he's de man dat gin me e1' dolJarone 
day w' en I WUf! haungry. I didn' know who he 
wus, an' I went up to him, I did, and says, "Look 
yere, boss, I'se hanngry. Ain'} ou got er loose 
dime erbout .vere cloze?" He look at me, he did, 
an' I thought sho' he gwine hit me; but he rushed 
out er dollar an' says, ., Here, you d n raskil!" I 
didn' stop to argify wia him bout not bein' er 
raskil, I tell you. ~ Capt. Miller is especially the 
friend of the young man who is trying to rise; i 

and he has the satisfaction of knowing that he 
extended the first helping hand to many young 
men who are now becoming prominent in Arkan
sas. He is now at the head of the street-railway 
system of Little Rock, which, under his manage
ment, has grown to be the most perfect system in 
the South. Capt. Miller has an elegant home, a 
handsome and brilliant wife, and one of the most 
beautiful little girls in the world. " 

Dr. L. W. :Millett, prominent and popular as 
one of Little Rock' 8 dentists, is fl'om :LUaine, hav 
ing been born in that State September 19, 1859. 
He is the son of Thomas and Elmira (Day) ,Millett, 
both of whom were natives of the Pine Tree State, 
but of French descent, their parents having come 
to America at an early date. '.rhen quite young 
Dr. Millett, having been left an orphan, went to 
live wit1). an older brother. He attended school at 
Gorham's Seminary and \Yestbrook, and later be
gan the study of his profession with Dr. French, 
of Portland, lVIe., completing bis course at the 
Boston Dental College. He then practiced for 
five yeaTS in Farmington, Me., and in November, 
1884, came to Little Rock. estaLlishiDg his office 
at 815~ Main Street, where he has since been lo
cated. Dr. Millett married in 1882. His wife is 
a very charming lady, her maiden name being Inez 
G. Davis, and a daughter of Charles E. Davis, of 
Farmington Falls, Me. They are the parents of 
one bright little lad, Roscoe C. (born in Septembel", 

~~±.)30Mr. and Mrs. Millett are members of the 

Congregational Church, and the former is a mem
ber of Damon Lodge No.3, K. of P. He is also 
a member of the Arkansas Dental Association. The 
Doctor Las occaF:.ion to feel proud of his extensi ve 
practice, which, in comparison with that of older 
established dentists, is certainly an extraordinary 
one. 

H. F. Mons, manager of the Anheuser-Busch 
Brewing Association, at LittlE' Rock, Ark. This 
thorough. going business man was born in the 
Kingdom of Prussia, Germany, in 183], grew to 
manhood there, received a thorough education and 
afterward followed mercantile pursuits until he 
emigrated to America, in 1857. He landed in Nf'w 
York City, and although not familiar with the Eng
lish language soon picked it up and remained in 
that city until 1859. He then went with an over 
land train to the '.Yest, crossed the plains with an 
ox train, and was here engaged as clerk for some 
time. In 1860 he returned to the East, invested 
his money in various kinds of business in the city 
of St. Louis, Mo., and there remained until the 
breaking ou,t of the war, when he enlisted in the 
Union Army, the Fourth Missouri Reservp Corps, 
Company L, commanded by Gov. Brown, and was 
in service four months. He then re enlisted in the 
Twelfth :Missouri Infantry, and lemained until the 
close of the war, occupying the position of regi
mental quartermaster. He participateo in the 
following battles: Bentonville, Pea Ridge. attack 
on Vicksburg, Canton, JUissionary Ridge and 
Lookout Mountain. After cessation of hostilities 
:Mr. l\Ions embarked in the general mercantile bus 
iness at South Point, Mo., and remained there six 
years, when he started a wine farm in Franklin 
County. Mo. About three years later he returned 
to St. Louis and engaged with Anheuser-Busch 
Brewing Association, where he remained until 
1883, when he was appointed to come to Little 
Rock and establish the present brewing agency. 
By his marriage, which occurre(l in Franklin 
Oonnty, IHo., to 1\Iiss l\1ary Krotzsch, a native of 
Louisville, Ky., born in 18:30, were born two living 
children: .Julins E. and Leo Arthur. Mr. Thions' 
father, J nlins 1\Ions, comes of a long line of Gf'r 
man ancestors. He was ('ook for King Frederick t 



HISTOTIY OF ARKANSAS. 

III, of Prnsf,ia. H. F. Mons i" a ple.aRallt, social 
gentleman and a man hel<1 in high esteem for his 
honesty and iutegrity. He is a member and ad 
jntant of the. G. A. R., and in bis political viewf-> 
affiliate"> with the. Hepublican pady. 

Col. E. B. l\Ioore, pre:-;il1ent of the Famous 
Life Assocjation of Little Rock, Ark., and one of 
the best-known citizem; of that place, is a native of 
rrennessee, and waFi born on January 2;-3, ]842. 
He is of Scotch Irish descent, his matm llal great 
grandfather coming from Ireland, and his paternal 
gramlfather from Scotland. William Warc11\IoOl'e, 
bis father, a native of Halifax County, N. C .. was 
a tailor by tra(le, afterward a prominent merchant 
and justice of the peace in -White County, Tenn. 
He waslllarried in the latter place to ]\Jiss Isabella 
Bryan, daughter of Maj. \\,jlliam Bryan, one of 
the leading farmers of that county. In 18G8 1\11'. 
JUoore went to Fayetteville, Ark., where he was 
engaged illmercbandising and operated a saw mill. 
During thf' war he went to Clarksville, TE'x., whm'e 
he dealt in cotton and traded on a considerable 
scale with Mexico, but later on he retnrned to 
Fayetteville, where he opened np and kept a first 
ela:5:5 hotel. His death occurred in that city, while 
his wift" died in EUl'eka Springs, on May 3, 1 t550, 
at the age of sixty five years. Both parents were 
members of the :Methodist Church. Nine children 
Were born to their marriagE', of whom Col. E. B. 
1\lo01'e, the principal of this sketch~ is the third. 
E. B. 1\IoOl'e was educated at the excellent private 
Mchooh, of Sparta, Tenn., where be was also reared, 
but obtained the mOMt of his litermy knowledge at 
the "casp:-;" in the llI'inting officp of the Arkansan, 
at FayeUevillp, whieh paper wa,,> euited by Petti
grew & Bondinot. He entered tbat office in the 
sprjng of 1~5D, and the following year was aP 
puinted postma-,ter of Fayetteville by President 
Buchanan, being reappointed to the ~aille office 
by tlle Confederate Government, w hE'll thEl Civil 
\\'ar commenced. In March, 1 SGl, he enlisted as 
a private in the first company raised for the war in 
Wahhington County (Capt. Bells), being a part of 
the Third Arkansas State Regiment nm1er Col. 
Gratiot. OIl the organization of the company he 
was appointed 8econd sergeant, and shortly after 

ward was made orderly sel'geant. On thE' organi 
zabon of the regiment. in ] ~(j1, bf' waH mauf' regi 
mental commissary with the nmk of captain, hold 
ing this I'ank until the disbanurnent of the State 
trool)S four montlls 1atEll', and their enlistment in 
the regular Confetlerate service, where Mr. Mome's 
gnllant nctiollh in the field won him l'apiu promo 
bon still furtber in the rankR. During hib army 
career he took part in the battle of Oak Hill, on 
August 10. 18t)] , where he was so s0vE'rely wounded 
by a winie, ball entering the right thigh and com 
ing out thl'ough the right hip, that he was confined 
to his bed for nine months, and was forced to walk 
on crutches for four months more. After partially 
recovering from his wound, he left h0111e once 
more and became a member of Capt. Palmer' 8 

company of Confederate scouts, and operated for 
about tell months in Northwest Arkansas, taking 
part in the battle at Fayetteville, and a number of 
others. The exposure connected with this service 
caused his wonnd to bl'eak out fresh, and at one 
time he was at the point of death, forcing him to 
rejoin his father's family, who had refugeed to 
South Arkansas. From there they went to Clarks
ville, Tex., where Col. Moore remained four months, 
and against the earnest persuasion of his family, 
once more entered the I'anks in Cabe]l's brigade, 
where he- remained until th", final surrender, taking 
part in the battle of Mark' 8 Mill, and a number of 
hard skirmishes. CuI. Moore was reared by an 
old line 'Vhig, bis father, but in politics be has 
always been a stanch Democrat. In ]874-, l&iO, 
lS7S and 1880 he served a"> a delegate to the Dem 
ocratic State Convention, and jn 187~ was elected 
as a l'epresE'ntative hom \Vashington County to 
the State lE'gislature, being re elf'cted in ] 880 and 
1882, and is the only man who was ever elected 
three consecutive times from that county to the 
State legislature. In 18()8 he pm"chased and com 
menrerl the publication of the Fayetteville Demo
crat, .,successfully continuing as the editor of that 
paper until 1884, when he was nominated by his 
party and elected as secretary or State. He served 
four years in this office, but before his time had 

expired he was elected to his present position in t 
the insurance as,ociation, and on July 1. l~p 
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was made pl'esident of the Arkansas Collecting, 
Detective and General Intelligence Association of 
this city. Col. l\loore is also a prominent stock
holder in tLe Gazette Publishing Company. In 
secret societies he is a member in high standing of 
the Oda Fellows, and in 1879 was unanimously 
elected Grand l\laoter of the State Grand Lo(lge. 
He is alf>o prominently connected with the Knights 
of Honor and Knights of Pythias fraternities. Col. 
1\1oore was married at Fayetteville, on February 
9, 1869, to Emma J., a daughter of Col. George 
W. North. of Harper's Ferry, Va. 1\lrs. 1\loore is 
a descen~lant of Lord North, King George Ill's 
prime minister, who was so intimately connected 
with the Revolutionary history of this country. 
She is a woman of intellectual and Christian char 
acter, endowed with a pleasing manner and great 
social attainment'3. But in spite of her large circle 
of friends by whom she is loved, and. the attrac 
tions necessal'ily a part of her life as a leader of 
Little Rock society, she. is a devoted. wife and 
mother and makes her home one of the brightest 
in that city. Col. and 1\lrs. Moore have four chil 
dren: Fred. 'Y., Cora E., George \Y. and Sallie 
Bell. 

j 

Bernard l\Iurray, retired, Little Rock, Ark. 
This much-respected and honored citizen was orig
inally from County Kildare, Ireland, where his 
birth occurred in 1818, and where he remained on 
the farm 'with his parents until thil·ty years of age. 
He then married, and in order to throw off the 
burden of allegiance to the British crown and gain 
the aclvantages offered by our vigorous republic; 
he and wife came to America. He left Dublin, 
Ireland, in April, 184:6, and twenty-one days later 
al'1'ived on American soil, where he pursued his 
trade, that of painter and grainer. They located 
first in Lowell, Mass., and being a very skillful 
workman he had no difficulty in finding employ
ment at his trade, and soon had accumulated con 
siderable money. Then desiring to see more of the 
United States, and knowing that his skill as a work
man would secure him employment in any of the 
principal cities of the new country, he concluded 
to travel, and he and wife first went to New York 
City. There they remained for some time and 

then went to New Orleans, thence up the great 
Father of ,Vaters to St. Louis, and from there to 
Louisville, Ky., where 1\11'. l\1urray found employ
ment to suit him, and a pleasant horne. Here he 
applied himself assiduously to his trade, gaining 
a wide reputation for his skill as a workman. and 
was upright and honorable in all his dealings. 
While in Louisville, the Mechanics' Institute of
fered a diploma for the most skilled workman to 
be found in hi" business, and though there were 
many competitors, 1Hr. Murray was rewarded with 
the diploma. He remained in Louisville from the 
spring of 1850 to 1857. when he came to Little 
Rock, Ark. Although the past record of Mr. l\-lur
ray had been such as to reflect the highest credit 
upon him as an adept in the art of painting, and 
although he had earned goouly sums of money, yet, 
by some mysterious process, the '( filthy lucre" 
always slipped from his hands and found its way 
back into general circulation instead of filling his 
private coffers, and when he arrived in Little Rock 
he was without a cent and in debt. But thrift and 
skill never yield to auversity, but smile at poverty. 
He went to work with a determined spirit, employed 
other men to do the rougher work, while he him
self put on the finer touches, and by thus pushing 
his business was soon on the high road to pros
pf'l'ity. He worked in Little Rock, contracting, 
etc., from 1857 until 1~b3, and can now spend his 
declining years in ease and comfort. He has made 
many friends in the city, and is universally re
spected. He and wife have been blessed with a 
large family of children, all of whom are living: 
~Irs. 1\largaret Jarrett, 1\1rs. Sarah J. Harding, 
Noah, B. J., Ed. c., Frank J. , Joseph and l\Inry. 
The mother of these children died at the age of 
thirty nine years. Mr. Murray and family are all 
members of the Roman Catholic Church. 

C. E. Nash, M. D. In recording the names 
of the faithful practitioners of medicine in this 
locality. that of C. E. Nash will always be given a 
prominent and enviable position. There are two 
ways to gain a reputation, one by the influence of 
friends, and the other by individual application 
and true worth. The latter applier:. to Dr. Nash. 
who has certainly reached the top round of the 
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ladder in that mObt nohle of all professions. He 
i~ a native of ThIi~:H:iouri, and was bOl'll in ~t. Louis 
in 1~~(). Hit-) futher, John T. Nac..;h, was born, 
reared and educated in Virginia, and graduated 
with honorable distinction from a medical ('ollegfl 
of that State. He wa~ exceptionally well read 
and delivered many lectures that received favol'a 
ble comment in the J efi'erson ThIeclical College of 
Philadelphia, Penn. In 1812 be moved to the 
State of Missouri, and although wealthy, he 
became an active medical practitioner simply for 
the love of the science. He owned a valuaLle 
plantation near old J amebtown, and also possessed 
considerable land on which the site of St. Louis 
is now situated. Reverses overtook him while in 
the zenith of prosperity, and he was compelled to 
resign all his property, his lands being sold at 10 
cents per acre. He sold his wedding suit, and 
even lacked $15 of paying hit-) debts; hi8 death 
occurring while in the prime of life, and when 
about forty five years of age, one hundred miles 
from home and during a visit to a patient. His 
demise was deeply lamented by his many warm 
friends. His wife, Anna (Bland) Nash, was born 
in Prince Edward Connty, Ya., of Scotch origin, 
her father having emigrated to Ammica at an 
early day. She was a cousin of Robert Lee's 
mother, also being closely related to John B. Ran
dolph, and a number of the old families of the 
Old DOlllinion. Hon. Richard Bland, of Missouri, 
is a very near relative of Dr. Nash, the subject of 
this sketch. Mrs. N at->h was left destitute with 
fonr children to care for. and nobly elid she per 
form the dnties imposed npon ber. Dr. C. E. 
Nash was hef third son, and at his home in Ala
hama she died, in lk(j~1, at the age ot seventy two 
years, the Doctor at that time having charge of a 
hospital in that State. C. E. Nash's parly youth 
was spent with his brother in-law, Robelt A. ,Yat
kins, witL whom he made his home after attaining 
his eighth year. His early educational advantages 
~ ere excellent, as .Mr. vYatkins was the first secre
taryof tlle State of Arkansas, holding the position 
four yeani, and thus favore(l the Doctor vvith an 
excellent know lel1ge of ~ness affairs in Lis office. 
The reconh of that time are in his hamlwriting, 
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and his instructions WE're recf'ived from Mr. ,\" at 
kins an<l Gov. Conway. Having had a desire to 
stlldy medicine, he entered tIw chug store of Dr. 
R. L. Dodgo with the intention of making that 
scieHee a stUdy, and after becoming thoroughly 
prepared becamE' a student at the University of 
St. Loui:-;, from which institution he was graduatell 
in 1B-1-9 as a regularly qualified physician. The 
remainder of tLe year, and until 1858 he practiced 
in Helena, Ark., and at the same time attended to 
his plantation in Mississippi, just across the river. 
Upon this he moved in the last named year, keep 
iug up his practice on the west side of the river in 
the meantime. During the war he had charge of 
the Confederate 1\farine Hospital, located at Salem, 
Ala., but after the cessation of hostilities and 
upon returning home he found all the bnildings 
and fences on his plantation a complete wreck. 
He borrowed money, paid off debts that he had 
contracted before the war, and continued to man 
age this farm until 1882, when he sustained heavy 
losses from overflow. In 185-1- he returned to 
Helena, and ill 188(j settled in Little Rock, where 
he is now following his profession. Dr. Nash's 
residence is situated on Scott Street, and besides 
this he owns considerable property in Helena. He 
was first married to Miss Mary Frances Epps, 
who was born in North Carolina, and died in 1880 
at the age of fifty one years, having borne eight 
children: John T., Alexander E. and Charles E., 
all deceased, the first two d} ing at home and the 
latter in JHe'lllphis, Tenn., of yellow fever. The 
daughters are Mary E. (wife of William B. Lind 
sey), Anna, Virginia, Shil'ley (deceased) and Sarah 
E. His sec.ond wife was lVlis~ Fannie Mosley, who 
was bOl'n in Georgia. She is the daughter of 
Capt. Mosley, who was a well known and promi
nent citizen of Jackson, Miss. Mrs. Nash and her 
sister Mary organized and successfully conducted 
a female college at J aCRson, Miss., for a number 
of years. They are ladies of culture and refine
ment, and were very popular as teachers as well as 
favol'ites in society, as they now are. Dr. Nash, 
on his paternal side, is a relative of Francis N asb, 
of Revolutionary fame, and related to Francis 
N ash, a soldier in the ,Val' of 1h12, and also to 
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Judge Nash, or North Oarolina. The Doctor is, 
as he well deserves to be, a popular gentleman 
and physician, and those who are rortunate enough 
to secure his services when necessary realize that 
his coming meaDS the alleviation or their suffering. 
In 60cial circles he is equally popular, always 
being sUlTonnd€>d by an attentive and appn>,ciativ8 
company. who thoTollgbly pnjoy his Rparkling wit, 
interesting episodes and brilliant repartee. 

001. Thomas W. N ewton, ex postmaster of 
Little Rock, was born in 184:3, on a farm now 
known as the Hobbs P] ace, about one milA from 
Little Rock The first public position helli by 
him was in the year 1838, when he was appointed 
rodman ror the State civil engineer, George "V, 
Hughes. In 1839 60 he served as delivery clerk 
at the Little Rock postoffice under Postmaster T. 
J. Ohurchill, and in the latter ypar, though only 
seventeen years of age, he was appointed captain 
of Oompany B, Thirteenth Arkan'1as )\lilitia. 
About one year later he entered thp Oonfederate 
army as second lieutenant of a company known at 
that time as the '( Bob Toombs' Rifles" in Hind 
man~ s Legion. and at Pittman's Ferry, near Poca 
hontas. Ark., this legion was convertpd into two 
regiments known as the Second Arkansas and 
Third Oonfederate. Lieutenant Newton's com 
pany entered the 13;tter regiment ulll1er 001. John 
S. Marmaduke, and soon afterward was promoted, 
and served two years as captain of his company. 
"Yhen Gen. l\1armaduke was transferred to the 
Trans Mississippi department, Oapt. Newton was 
promoted to the rank of major in the adjutant 
general's department, and assigned to duty as 
assistant-adjutant and inspector general on Gen. 
Marmaduke's staff, serving as such until the close 
of the war. Left penniless and with no profession 
in life. he began service as a steamboat pilot on the 
npper Arkansas River, between Little Hock and 
Fod Gibson, and followed this for one year as a 
licensed second class pilot. In 1866, when 1\11'. 
Thomas H. Walker was elected clerk and recorder 
of Pulaski Oounty, he tendered Maj. Newton the 
position of deputy clerk, which was accepted. In 
186q every Democrat was reconstructed out or of j fice, and during tho following year JlIaj. Newton 

turned his attention to farming. His operations 
in this direction were very successful, his planta 
tion being one of the largest and finest on the AI' 
kansas River. It is situated neal' the mouth of the 
Little l\laumelle, about ten miles above the cit}7, 
and composed of some of the most productive soil 
in Oentral Arkansas. In lS74: Maj. Newton was 
elected secretary of the Constitutional Convention. 
which frampc1 the prpsent constitution of the State. 
and in the same year was also elected secretary of 
the ~tate senatp, and in 1877 he was elected chief 
clerk of the house of representatives. and during 
the same year elected clerk and recorder of Pulaski 
Oounty to fill the unexpired term of J\Ir. Thomas 
H. \Valker, caused by that gentleman's death. 
Maj. Newton was re elected to this office in 1~78, 
and again in 1880, and at the close of this term 
was asked to run for the office of circuit clerk, but 
declined to do so. In 1883 he was again elected 
clerk of the house of representatives, and al'1o in 
1885. One year previous to that he was appointed 
by the Democratic State convention as the presi. 
dential elector for the Fourth Oongressional dis 
trict, but the question being raised by the Demo 
cratic State central committee as to his elegibility 
on account of being clerk of the house of repre 
sentatives, and therefore a member of that body, 
he generously withdrew. He was appointed post
master of Little Rock b}7 Pn'sident Cleveland, and 
served three years and six months or bis term, 
giving general satisfaction as a model postmaster 
to all parties. He was succeeded by Mr. R. A. 
Edgerton. whom he had previously succeeded him
self. Maj. Newton is well and favorably known 
throughout the State, and has always been Te 
garded as one of its most honorablE' awl trust 
worthy men, an opinion that has bepn strength
ened by his nntarnish8a political career. 

Thomas J. Oliphint. conceded to be a promi 
nent member of the legal fraternity of Little 
Rock. was born near 1Uurfreesboro. Tenn.. March 
22, 18+2. In 184:+ his parents moved to "rest 
Tennessee, and to "Nhite Oounty. Ark., in 1S~)-i. 

where he was giyen excellent educational auvan
tages, which he improved to the utmost. as is 
clearly demonstrated by his brilliant career a.., a t 
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subsequent practitioner of the law. Entering the 
Confederate service as a volunteer in 1~61, he 
served until the close of the war, Gen. Pat 
Cleburne being his first colonel. After thf' battle 
of Shiloh he was transferred, and joiI>ed the 
Trans Mississippi department of the cavalry serv 
ice, and was lieutenant in one of the most t1ash
ing companies in the service. He was with Price 
on his famous raid through Missouri, where he was 
captured, then becoming imprisonf'd at Little Rock 
until the close of the war. Being left destitute, 
in common with so many of his comrades at that 
tim!'>, be pluckily went to work and learneu the 
photographer' 8 art. In the meantime he read 
law, and was licensed to practice, which he SIlC 

cessfully followed in White Oounty for two years, 
when in 1875 he located in Little Rock, where 
he has since resided. He now carries Oll a 
general practice, but makes a specialty of rail 
road cases. As to his prominence and standing 
as a lawYeT, it is only necessary to state that 
on the present circuit court calendar (October, 
1889), thel'e aI'e 278 cases, of which he has twenty 
eight, besides a fine practice in the chancery, 
supreme and United States cOllrt. The fact is 
presented in its full significance when it is known 
that there aI'e about seventy five resident and. 
practicing lawyers in Little Rock. Mr. Oliphint 
does not especially pride himself on hiR practice, 
fOl', as monuments to his untiring industry, are 
Oliphint's "Digest of the Supreme Court Re 
ports." He now has ready for the press Oli 
phint's "Revised, Rearranged and Annotated Edi
tion of Rose's Digest," for which tb pre is a great 
demand among the profession. In addition to his 
other works, he has in preparation a supplementary 
digest, covering the ten reports subsequent to 
Oliphint' fl, and for which he has a large list of 
subscriptions in advance of its publication. He 
loves law books above all othprs, and hafl the satis
faction of knowing that he possesses one of the 
finest libraries in the State. One of his peculiar
ities is, that he makes it a rule to exppnd a cer 
tain amount for books each month, and as this 
amollnt is never less and often more than $20, it 
is seen that the collection in a few years must cer

tainly he a very fine one. Being thoroughly im 
bueu with the love for his profession, never tiring 
in his labors, he enjoys the fruits of an extensive 
emu lucrative practice, and the confiuellce and 
esteem of the bench and bar of the t;tate. The 
Y8ar 1807 witnesRed his marriage to Miss Georgia 
Maxwell, of Searcy, "White County, who W3'3 the 
daughter of the Hon. David Maxwell. David 
Maxwell was prominent for many YPat'S in State 
politics. For nine years Mr. Oliphint was happy 
in his wedded life, but Death, the grim de
troyer, robbed him of his beautifnl wife jllst in 
the zenith of their happiness. A few years later, 
he met and became acquainted with Miss Eva 
Kimberling, .of Point Pleasant, ,Yo Va. The ac
quaintance ripened into an engagement, and their 
marriagf' was celebrated, in Jul)" 1878. In hif., mar 
riage relations 1\11'. Oliphint is exceedingly happy 
and fortunate. Olive branches numberillg five boys 
have blessed their union, four of whom are living; 
and of his boys he is perhaps prouder than all 
else in this world. The oldest is ten, and the 
youngest one year old. His aspiration is to live 
long enough to educate and transmit to them his 
profession and his library. He is a mem bel' of 
the Eighth Street :l\1ethodist Episcopal Church, 
South, anu his habits are such as any young man 
would do well to, at least, endeavor to imitate. 
Pleasant and genial in his manner, never inien 
tionally wounding a friend. he is a gentleman 
whom one always likes to meet, nothing but 
pleasllre resulting in such a privilege. 

E. J. Owens, recognized as among the promi
nent business men of Little Rock, was born in 
the Emerald Isle, hi" birth occurring in l\Ioagham 
County, in 18-:tJ. At the age of thirteen he be 
gan to learn the tailor's trade from his father, who 
was a hoss tailor. After complf'ting that calling 
be worked in various places, among them being 
Glasgow, ~cotlancl, aHd in ] Q()3, turned his face 
toward the land of the free. Here be was em
ployed in large establishments in Philadelphia and 
N ew York, and in ] 804: accepted a position as first 
cutter in an extensive house in Pottstown, PerlIl. 
After returning to Philadelphia (where be remained 
for a few months) he went to the oil regions, and 

.., 

t 




PULASKI COUNTY. JQ3 

during the seven months with that firm he built 
up their trade about three times larger. At this 
successful point of his careEn' hiR health failing 
him, necessitating an immediate change of cli 
mate, he went to Hot Springs, where a great im
provement followed, and after a short stay he 
again embal'ked in the mercantile business, which 
proved very successful. Following a residence in 
Hot Springs for nineteen months. Mr. Owens came 
to Little Rock in 1 S71, and the trade that he has, 
by his own exertions, built up to its present c1imen
sions, is indeed encouraging. In fact the estab 
lishment is second to none in the city; from 1873 
to 1881 he employed more men in his businesR than 
anyone house of a similar nature in the State. 
In 1877 Mr. Owens was married to MiRs Margurete
0' Connor, and to this union four children have 
been born, three now living: Mary E. (one of the 
best musicians and scholars of hel' age in the school 
of the city), Catherine M., Margurete and Edward 
Fl'8ncis (who died when quite young). 1\1r. and 
Mrs. Owens are devout members of the Catholic 
Church. and are all to the front in giving their aid 
to worthy enterpriseR. Mr. Owens is an original 
thinker, and in his political views, though for 
merly a sta!lch Democrat, since 1he Union Labor 
party came into existence, he hac:; supported the 
principles of that party. In 1588 he was elected 
and seated as a member of the State legislature. 

j 

Esten Peloubet, a lumber dealer of Central 
Arkansas, and also a manufacturer of yellow pine 
lumber, was born at Boonton, N. J., in 1848, and 
is a son of Asa B. and Caroline 11. (Van Winkle) 
Peloubet, of Athens, N. Y .. and Powerville, N. J .. 
reRpectively. The parents were married in New 
Jersey, and resided in that Statf> until the- year 
]860, when they moved to New York, hut shortly 
afterward returned to New J erRey. where the wife 
died. In 1868 the elder Peloubet was again mar 
ried, and moved to what is now Alexander, Ark., 
where he established a lumber bm,iness, which he 
conducted very successfully until his death, in 
18B2. He was a son of L. M. F. C. De Peloubet. 
a native of France, and Elizabeth Alcott. of Mas 
sachusetts, U. S. A. His father was forced to flee 
from France, owing to a part he took in the Fr8nch 

Revolution. Subsf><plently he rpceivf>d an iill}leriaJ 
pardon from Bonaparte. Esten Peloubet was the 
second child of three SOIlS and three daughte-rs, of 
whom only himself and one sister are yet living. 
He received a first class higb school education in 
his youth, and in 18~2 went into partnership with 
his father. The business previous to that had 
been Peloubet tv:' Pierce, but in ] 8~2 it was changed 
to Peloubet & ~on, and RO continued until the 
father's death, when Esten conducted it alonf>. 
In 1 '372 Mr. Peloubet waf:> marripd to Miss Amanda 
Cook, of New Jersey, who died in 1879, leaving 
three sons. In 188G he was married to Jennie E., 
a daughter of \Yilliam Philips, formerly of Spring 
field. Ill., where ~lrs. Pelonbet was born, and has 
one daughter by this union. In politics he is a 
strong RepUblican. He owns valuable land, with 
a fine saw and planing mill property, and has es 
tablished a large patronage by his methods of 
doing business, being a man of integrity, and one 
in whom confidence can be placed with every de
gree of safety. Mrs. Peloubet is a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and is well known 
for her kind and charitable nature. 

J. S. Pollock, cashier of the Exchange National 
bank, and one of Little Rock's best known citizens, 
was born in Erie County, Penn., fifty one years 
ago, and is a son of Charles and Elizabeth ('Y al 
lace) Pollock, of the same State. Both parents 
lived and died in Pennsylvania. J. S. Pollock was 
reared and received a good common-school educa 
tion in his native State, and when ninetef>n years 
old went to St. Louis. In 1858 he made a trip to 
New Orleans down the ~Iississippi River, in order 
to learn the dutiE's of a steamboat clerk, and on his 
return trip his boat, the" ~faj. Crosman," burst 
her boiler when opposite New Madrid, and burne-d 
to the water's €loge. Ml'. Pollock escaped by 
jumping into the river, and remained in the water 
Tor two honrs. HEI was an e'(pert swimmer, hut 
his powers of endurance were about to succllmb 
when hE' was happily rescued hy reaching out and 
securing a plank that was floating by. He was 
foull(1 in an unconscious condition lying across 
the plank, amI was afterward confined to his bed 
for some time, owing to the flhock to his system, 
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but finally recovered. In the summer of 1838 he After remaining with him for over four yean" and 
obtained a position as second clerk on the" D. A. being in the employ of several otherR IIp to 1885, 
January," and during the same fall obtained a he formed a partnE'l'ship with M. C. Davies, enter
position as clerk in the St. Louis postoffice, having ing into business for himsf'lf. under the firm name 
once before occupied the same position for fifteen of Davies & Rayburn. In April, ] g89, the firm 
months in his native State. He remained in this diKsolved partnership, and Mr. Hayburn opened up 
place until the fall of 1862, and then moved to a gallery at his present well known location. Since 
Memphis, Tenn., to take charge of the chief clerk embarking in this calling, he bas spent three years 
ship of the postoffice in that city, after it was at Indianapolis, Chicago, and otLer northern citieR, 
captured by the Federal forces. He remained in in learning all modern improvements in his prafes 
Memphis for thirteen months and then, at the re sion, and now is able to do as fine work as any 
quest of Postmaster Gen. Montgomery Blair, he artist in the South. Mr. Rayburn enjoys the dis 
went to Vicksburg to take charge of the postoffice tinction of being the first photographer in the 
there as a special agent. In June, 18G4:. under State to make celluloid portraits, or retouching by 
the directions of the postoffice department he came chemical process; to take first photograph by elec
to Little Rock, to take charge of the postoffice here tric light in the State, also the first photograph by 
as special agent, and in the spring of 1865 was magnesium light, and was the first artist to photo 
appointed postmaster by President Lincoln, but graph the well known caves near Batesville. He 
his commission was signed by President Johnson is one of the leading artists in Arkansas, and en 
(President Linco]n having been assassinated in the joys a large patronage, being pspecially chosen by 
meantime). In the fall of 1870 he was removed theatrical people to do their work. 
fLOm the postoffice in favor of James L. Hodges, Irving and Ben F. Reinberger, prominent at 
but in the fall of 1871 Mr. Hodges was removed torneys of Little Rock, are natives of ]Hi~souri, 

and l\Ir. Pollock reappointed, serving until the and the sons of John 1\1. and Ricka Rei n berger, 
spring of 1873, when he entered thE' First National who were originally from Prussia. John M. Rein
Bank as teller, and later promoted to the office of berger came from Rawitz (Prnssia) in 1853, and 

assistant casbier, remaining in that capacity until the mother from Ih'otoshin (Prussia), in 1C,32, 

February 1, 11)82. About that time Messrs. J. H. both beginning life in the land of their adoption 

McCarthy and ,V. P. Homan, railroad contractors in New York City, where they were married in 

and partners in business, concluded to staJ-t a bank 185·1. They remained in New York for some} ears, 

and came to Mr. Pollock, asking him if he would but l'esiding in St. Louis at the time of Irving's 

accept the office of cashier. He agreed to do so, birth, which occurred in 1860, and Ben's in 1864. 

and resigned his position from the First National After a short time another change of residence 

Bank, and immediately helped to organize tue one found them in Cincinnati, where they lived for 

he is with at present. The board of directors of twelve years. Lexington, Ky. J was subsequently 

the First National Bank, together with the presi their abiding place, and six years later they 

dent, Col. Logan H. Roots, gave 1\11'. Pollock a fine came to Little Rock, Ark., where thE'y now live. 

testimonial upon bis retireruent. In] 870 Mr. Pol Irving's first school days were passed in the public 

lock was married to Miss Lizzie Knight of Little schoolR of Cincinnati, and afterward in the Ken 

Rock, a daughter of Col. J. E. Knight. tucky University in Lexington, where he waR one 

T. B. Rayburn, a leading photographer of of the brightest and most favorite of pupils. At 

Little Rock, has been a resident of the city nearly thA age of sixteen, he learneu the cigar maker's 

all his life. He was born in Clark County, and trade, giving this his attention for twelve years, 

coming here when only ten years of age, com and after corning to Little Hock, he was occupied 

menced learning the photographer's business with in the manufacture of cigars. Notwithstanding 

j 
B. S. Alford, thpn a prominent artist in the city. that his time was nearly all takpn up in the close 
 t 
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application he gave his husiness, he found time sale and retail, and consists of all kinds of IHlild
to study law, and after a strict and rigid E'xamina- ing matE'rial. 1\1r. Richaruson was married at 
tion before the supremo court of the State of Ar Elgin, Ill., in 1858, to 1\1i~s Eliza AkE'is. Thre8 
kansas, which he passed with honor, was given children have blessed. thpir union: Charles R. 
carte blanchf" to practice his profession where he (connected with the Stock Exchange Telegraph of 
chose. In 1884, at Lexington, Ky., he wa~ mar New York), William A. (cashier of sash, door and 
ried to Miss A. McCormick. Ben, as he is known blind hou~e of Palmer &, Co., Chicago), and Harry 
by his friends, attended the same schools as his (a young lad). Mr. Richardson is a Mason of the 
brother, and his early youth gave promise of his thirty-second degree; also an OdJ Fellow and a 
oratory powers, which have come up to the Knight of Pythia~. ( 
standard of excellence. His oratorical inclinations Prof. J. R. Rightsen, the efficient and popular 
naturally led him to turn to the law for relief, and superintendent of the Little Rock city 8chools, is 
while a salesman in a dry goods store he began his a native of Illinois, where his youth and early man 
studies, to be continued. under the direct super hood were passed. He comes from "warriors 
vision, and in the office of George H. Sanders. bold" on both the paternal and maternal sides of 
These studies he continued for two years, and at the house. His grandfather Rightsen was und.er 
the end of that time he passed his examination be Jackson at the battle of New Orleans, and his 
fore the Chief Justice Cochriel, and by him was grandfather ,Yaddell was a British officer in the 
admitted to the bar. Both brother!:> have a shrewd same engagement. The latter was conquered in 
and highly commendaLle spirit, and byT·their un more ways than one, for soon after the close of the 
tiring industry have achieved their present envi- war he re~igned his commission and came to ArneI' 
able position. They are young men of push and lca, transferring hi" allegiance to one of America's 
enterprise which, added to their recognized ability, daughters. The Professor's early education, the 
will make for them prominent places among the found.ation of his future career, was received in the 
bar of Little Rock. They are members of the graded schools of l\Iattoon, Ill. Completing the 
Jewish Church. course there, he entered the Normal school, from 

R. Richardson was born in \VatE'l'town, N. Y., which he graduated with high honors, in IbGC<. 
March 20, 1835. He removed from there with his The following year he was engaged in teaching. 
parents to Aurora, Ill., in 1843, and resided. there and having been elected to the principalship of 
until the breaking out of the war, enlisting in the Peabody schooL he came to Little Rock, reaching 
One Hunureu and Twenty-fourth Illinois Volun- there the first week in 18,0. In December, 113,1, 
teer Infantry, and serving during the war. He he was chosen city superintendent, and has held 
was engaged in the manufacture of sash, doors that position ever since. Owing to the unsettled 
and blinds at Montgomery, Ill., until 1~,J, and condition of affairs in tLe city, during the years of 
then became connected with C. J. L. 1\le.\'er, of 187-1: and 18,3 he taught. and in connection with 
Fond du Lac, 'Yis., and Chicago, in the same bus his duties as superintendent. assumed the pl'inci
iness until I8bO, when he associated LimseIf with palship of the high school. rnder his ahle man 

j 

R. McMillen &, Co., of Oshkosh, 'Yis., in the same agement, the schools ha\'e grown from dt'mamling 
business. In 18130 he located in Little Rock, in a a corps 'of twenty teachers, teaching in ten differ 
general manufacturing and lumber business under ent places (the school lOoms in churches and store 
the firm name of Richardson Lv' Rutherford, their building'"», to about fifty tt'achers, occupying good 
place of business being Sixth and Uentre Street'3. modern buildingA. Prof. Right"en is 11 (pliet, un 
The value of the plant is $30,000, anti the capital assuming gentleman, pleasant and agreeahle in his 
stock paid up is $-4:0,ono. About forty men are manner, yet impressing one 'with the dpcidt'd dig 
employed, with an outlay of $100.000 a year. The nity and strength of his character. No higher 

1.~-:=t=t_.~_d_e_'_W_h_iC_h_l_'s_r_a_p_id_l_Y_in_cl_.e_a_S_in_g_,_i_"_b_o_t_l_l_"_'h_o_le__e_I_1C_0_I_lJ_i1_1_m_S_O_f_I_)_ra_i_~_e_l_l_pe_l_l_1_)_e_I_)t_ls_'s_e_(1_0_n_h_in_}_t_h_~_1_1_~_k-t~~ 
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the simple statement that for nearly twenty years 
he has held the most important position in educa 
tional circles in the StatE' of Arkansas. In his 
rnarriage relations he is singularly fortunato. rfhe 
only thing that mars thE' happiness of himself and 
wife is the death of their only daughter, :l\1ary 
Clyde, whose departure has left a break in the 
family circle that the two boys, Richard awl Willie, 
are naturally hardly able to fill. Mary died Feh
l'uary 7, 1885, larking but a few days of hpr elev
enth birthday. Prof. Rightsen's wife is the brill 
iant and accomplished daughter of Chief Justice 
Wilshin. Their marri~ge was celebrated August 
2U, 1871. 

j 

:Maj. P. K. Roots. Among the well-known and 
highly esteemed citizens of Little Rock, 1\lr. Roots, 
cashier of the First National Bank, stands prE'
eminent. He comE'S of a gooa old New England 
family, the founder of whom was Josiah Roote, 
who first settled on American soil in 1634. The 
descent is traced in a direct line down to the prin 
cipal of this sketch, 1\1r. P. K. Roots, who was 
born in Wilmington, Tollana County, Conn., in 
183b. When quite ~roung, his father moved to the 
State of Illinois, where he was reared and received 
a thorough training in the English branches of ed
ucation. 'Yhen seventeen years of age, the desire 
to E'nter upon a rareer of his own was too strong 
to permit of his remaining at home, so he joined a 
corps of engineers on the New Orleans & Ohio 
Railroad, with whom he remained until the out 
bl'eak of the Rebellion, when bE' was employed by 

the United States Government as civil engineer, 
and was engaged in maintaining and cOllRtructing 
the railroads managed by the military authorities. 
,Yhen thefle duties were no longer called for, he 
served as United States deputy surveyor genf'l'al 
in Nevada, and from there came to Arkansas, 
where, in 11371, he was appointed cbief e'hginE'er 
of the Cairo & Fulton Railroad. He held this po
sition until the consoliuation of that line with the 
Iron lHountain Railroad, when he accepted the 
position of cashier of the NCltional Bank of West 
ern Arkansas, located at Fort Smith. By a judi
cions and cOllRcientions discharge of his duties, his 
talents as a financier werr> so well shown, that in 

J!:S80 he waR tendered the post of ca"lhier of the 
First National Bank at Little Rock, which position 
he accepted and immediately LtF,f,umed the duties 
of that office. His succeRR has justified the trust 
reposed in him, and with hiR brot her, Col. Logan 
H. Roots, the president of the bank, he takes a 
justifiahle pride in keeping that institution in the 
rank it holds as the principal bank in the State. 
:Maj. Boots is a gentleman of social worth and bnsi 
ness integrity. In commercial life he has pros
pered through his legitimate methods of doing 
lmsiness and keenness of judgment. He has al
wa} s been economical, the basis upon which all 
successful men havp laid the foundation of their 
fortunes, yet is ever willing to lend a helping hand 
to the needy and distressed. Those genPl'ous sis
ters, Charity and Benevolence, tind continuous 
lodgment in his breast, nor is their call ever un
heeded. His tastes are strongly domestic, and be 
finds his only true comfort in the society of his in
teresting family. Maj. Roots was married in 1866 
to Miss Fannie M. Blakeslee, a native of Laona, 
N. Y., and tbl?Y are now the prond parents of three 
children. two sons and one daughter: Willard H. 
(the oldest, was born in ] 867, and is now attend
ing the Institute of Technology at Boston, Mass.), 
Logan Herbert (born in ] 870, is attending Harvard 
Oollege) and Mary Emily (the youngest, born in 
1873). She was attending school in Utica, N. Y., 
but has heen obliged to give up her studies on ac
count of prostration, resulting from overwork, and 
is now recuperating at home. 

Logan H. Roots, youngest ROll of Prof. B. G. 
Hoots, the famous educator of Illinois, was born 
on a farm in Perry Oounty, Ill., ~larch 26, 1841. 
He was I?arly taught that thoroughness and in 
dustry were the keys to snccess. During his 
school day~ he managed to earn a YE'ry consider
able portion of the amount necessary to his main 
tenance, and graduated at the Illinois State Nor
mal University with the first honors of the class 
of ] 8()2. Immediately after his graduation he 
joined the Federal aI'my, and serving therein to 
the close of the war, made a most creditable mili
tary record. He was with Gen. Sherman on the 
march to the sea, and after participating as an t 
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officer on Gen. Sherman's staff in the grand re
view at Washington, in ~lay, 1S();), he came west 
with that General and was orderpd on duty in 
Arkansas. He formed an attachment for the 
State and bought a cotton plantation before the 
acceptance of hib resignation as an officer of the 
army. Though never an office seeker, he has 
both held and declined many important official 
positions. He was the youngest member of the 
XLth Congress of the United Stat0s. was re 
elected and also sE'rved through the XLIst Con 
gress. which closec1 on tLp ad of March, 1871. -He 
introduced the first Congressional bill that namE'd 
the great Southern Trans Continental Route, the 
Texas & Pacific, and with skillful ability he in
troduced,' promoted and materially aided. in secur 
ing the passage of many measures of special 
practical importance in the development of pros
perity in the South. The thrift of his youth has 
attended his manhood, and since his peremptory 
refusal to accept any political position his success 
in accumulatillg wealth has been both rapid and 
continuous. He is always engaged in enterprises 
of development. After falling under his energetic 
management. the telephone was introduced more 
rapidly in the Southwest than in any other part of 
the nation. and from this enterprise thp Colonel is 
reputed to have reaped a golden barvest. He has 
been active in promoting the building of railroads 
in the South. and has devoted both time and money 
liberally thereto. He has extensive interests in 
cotton seed oiL lumber and other active manufac 
tories, and is president of the Lumberman's Asso 
ciation of the State of Arkansas. He is president 
of the Arkansas Loan & Tru~t Company, which 
has been an efficiel1t agency in the introduction of 
capital for developing enterprises. He is presi 
dent of the First National Bank of Little Rock, 
which has always heen notably liberal in the en 
couragement of manufactories HnJ corresponding 
enterprises, which bank stands to-day, not only 
the oldest National bank in the State. but unex 
celled and unquestioned, the leading Lank of this 
section of the country. These statements. while 
mdicati ve of the charadeI' of his inye~tments, do 

~.-:embrace anything like an enumeration of tho 

enterprises in which his controlling voice and. capi 
tal produce E>uccess. He i'3 so much a Republican 
that last year the party State convention ullani 
mously elected him a delegate to the National 
convention by acclamation. and a person of snch 
universally recognized energy and ability that a 
convention of as intelligent and enterprising men 
as evel' assemhled in the State, four fifths of whom 
were Democrats, unanimonsly made him the presi 
(lent of the Arkansas State Bnrean of Immigrll 
tion, in ('onnection with which movement he has 
given liberally of his time and means toward mak
ing known the wonllerfu1 re~ources of Arkansas. 
He is an active promoter of numerous humane and 
benevolent movements. being the largest contribu 
tor in the State to each of many systems of phil 
anthropic efforts. And although so hnsily occupied 
with divers matters that he never seeks office, he is 
constantly pressed into official positions connected 
therewith. He is now president of the Arkansas 
State Sunday school Association and also of the 
executive committee of the Young 1\len's Chris 
tian Association of the State of Arkansas. Is 
treasurer of the diocese of the Epi!'.copa1 Church 
of Arkansas, and one of the deputies chosen by 
the diocese of Arkansas to the general convention 
of the Episcopal Church. He has been Grand 
Mastel' of Fref'masons of Arkansas; Grand High 
Priest of the Grand Chapter. Illustrious Grand 
Master of tht=' Grand Council. and. is now Grand 
Commander of Arkansas KlIights Templar. He 
is a cultured gentleman who has traveled exten 
sively over the United States. Canada, Mexico and 
Europe. \Vith a lovable family he enjoys a charm
ing home in Little Rock. noted for its hospitality. 

Judge U. M. Rose, one of the leading attor 
neys of Arkansas, and a man whose brilliant at 
tainments have made him one of the central fig 
ures in the Arkansas bar, is a native of Kentucky, 
and wa") born 'l\larch 3, 18:34:. He is a son of Dr. 
Joseph Rose, of Yirginia, hut afterward a noted 
physician of Kentucky, in which Rtate he had set 
tled at an early period, locating in Marion County. 
where he (lied in the spring of 1Ci-i-...,. The mother, 
beforp her marriage, wa:-, a j\,Ijss N aney Sim pson, 
of that State, wlere :-,he also resided until her 

... 
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death, Septern bel' 10, 18..t 7. J udgtl Rose w~s the. 
fourth child of this union, and as evidences of a 
legal inclination wEIr£' pE'l'ceptihle ElVell in hi~ early 
youth, he was given to Ml'. R" H. Bowntree. of 
Lebanon, Ky., one of the leading lawyert-i of that 
section, to be trained in the intrLracies of law. He 
began the p;t,,\dy of tha.t pl'ofession in Mr. Rown
tree 7 

s office, and f;Hbsequently attended the Tran
sylvania Law School at Lexington, gradnating from 
that institute in ] SS:3. In the fall of tbat year he 
was licensed to practice by the court of appeal.:.; of 
KeDtucky, and on December 1. 18G3, moved to 
Batesville, Ark., where he practiced until the yeaI' 
1860, whell he was appointed chancellor of the Pu 
laski County chanceTJ court by Gov. Conway, and 
held that office until the close of the war. Since 
then be bas been residing in Little Rock, engagpd 
in the practice of his professioll. When Judge 
Rose first located in Little Bock he enten:.d into 
partnership with ex Chief Justice of Arkansas, 

George C. \Ya.tkins. nnder tIlf> :firm name of '" at
kins & Rose, but for the last five years he haf.; been 
practicing with his son, George B., the firm being 
known as U. M. & G. B. Hose. J uuge Rose has 
contriblltecl considE'l'~Lbly to current law literature. 
In 1g00 hp. compilE'd and puLIi,,>bed "Rose's Digest 
of Arkansas Reports," which has beE'n wiuely 
quoted among the legal fraternity. He i8 a mem
her of three different bar asso('iations, the Arkan
f;{\S, American and NationaL and is vice president 

of the" Jast narnell association fDr the Fifth Uniteu 
States judicial circuit, em bracing the States of AI' 
kansas, ColoraJo, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, N e 
braska and :1\IiS!-3ouri. His marriage occnlT~d 0('
tobf'r 2:-), 1~3~3. to MiRS I\Iargaret T. Glbh~, or 
Kentucky. 

j 

C. E Rospnbanlll, OlW of the hef,t known men 

in business circles at Little Ruck, was born in Ht. 
Louis, Mo., and is a Ron of .Jacob and Caroline 

(OLert) Rosenbaum, natives of Germrwy, The 

father came to America at an early period amI set 
tIed in tlt. Louis, which he made his pel'lIJaneut 
hOIll(l, <'mIl resided there until his death in 1863. 
Tlw n)othel' 1S 8till living and :rf'sidt'"l in that city. 
Charles E., their son, was reared in St. Louis and 
attendea the city schools lmtil his thirtepnth year, 
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when he was compfllled to IE><J,v(> his ~tudi(>::l on a(' 
count of his fathN's death, He then aflsisted his 
olcler brotbel' in maintaining the RUPP0l't of thpir 
mother an(l sister, and for thrE'"e years was in the 
employ of the city government, part of this time 
being in the city collp('tor's office, bnt for the 
grpater period lwlng in UH:~ weighing dppartment. 
Hp then pnterPll a Ht. Louis husiness honse as 
officE' boy at $20 per month, and remained with 
tbe same firm for three years, being OIlP of their 
chiBf book keep~rs when he l~ft. He next f'ut€'red 
into the employ of the Union PresRed Brick \Y Ol'ks 

a'3 c3.shier and book keeper, remaining with that 
firm for eighte€'n months. About that time the 
Atlas Engine Works of Indian<llJolis, Ind., opened 
up a branch hQusi:? in St. Louis, and Mr. Rosen
baum was engaged by them a<; pashier and book 
keeper. He held this position for several years, 
and was finally illduced by the firm to go on the 
road as traveling salesman. He filled the position 
until the hrallch house was dosed \1P, and the, 
machinery taken by the N. 0" Ndson Manufactur
ing Company, Mt Rosenbaum. remaining to take 
charge of the Atlas Enginp ,Yorks' interests in 
that honse. In 1AS3 he cam", to Little Roc ie, and 
now reprpsent8 both the Atlas Engine 'Yorks of 
Imlianapolis and the N. O. Nelf".on Mannfacturing 
Company of St. Lonis, for the State of Arkansas. 
Mr. Rosenbaum has the exclusive interestR and 
trade of both firms in this section, anJ enjoys their 
fnllest confidence, making his ousiness a protitahle 
and pleasant one, In secret societies bp. is a mem 
bel' of a St. Louis Lodge, Knights of Honor, and 
Dmnon Lodge No.3, Knigl1ts uf Pythias as also 
1\Iagnolia Lo,1ge. A. F. & A, 1\1., 1Jniou Oh?.pter, 
Boyal Arch l\la"iDDs and Hugb ue Payne Command 
ery No.1. 1\11'. Rosenbaum wac; mauied on June 
28, 1877, to 1\1iss Ida :1\1. Havlin, of Ht. Louis, by 
whom he has had one danghtEll·. IUay (now €,lev8n 

yeal'f~ old). 1Vlr. and 1\1rs. ROSEllihaum both att!"nd 
5ervices at the Congregational Church, alid are 
liberal in tlwil' aid to all worthy enterprises. He 
ha:-. recently erected a co~y l'E'<.:;idence on the corner 
of TWE>nty.£ourth alHl LQuisiana. StrfJetR, which jR 

a mod!"l of neatnf'~S and homp comfort. 

Fred Rossner, thl:' leading confectioner and ca t 
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tel'er of Little Rock, whose place of bw.,illess is the 
center of all that plea~es the taste of Little Hock's 
elite, is a native of Germany, aud was born l\Iay 
12, 184\). He iE> a Hon of .Johalln GottfriedL Ru!';s 
ner of ~axe Altenberg, Germany, a prominent con 
tractor and buihler in biA native country, when' he 
died, in 1874. His wife lwfo!'\::' ma1'l'iagp was a 
Miss Ohristina Muellpr by whom he had twelve 
children, three of whom came to America: Frank 
(is a prominent marble dealer at Fond dn Lac, 
Wis.), Minna (is the wife of 1\11'. Henry l\fennerick, 
a barness dealer at ~ioux Oity, Iowa) and Fred 
(the principal of this sketch). The mother died in 
her native land about the yem' 1870. Fred Ross· 
ner was eighteen years old when he carne to Amer~ 
ica, and landed in New York on l\Iay :31, ] 8Wi. 
He had previously learned the storJe and brick rna 
son's trade, and immediately went to Sheboygan, 
Wis., where he found employment on the court 
house that was then being erected. Thp following 
year he went to Fond du Lac, but in the fall of the 
same year returned to Sheboygan. His brother 
Frank followed him to America the year after and 
joined him at Shehoygan. On aCf'Olmt of the long 
and severe winters ill the North, Fred left that 
city and went to Npw Orleans, where he worked at 
his trade for some length of time, and thpIl went 
to St. Louis. In September, ]870, he was en 
gaged by the Little Rock &, F01'L Smith Raih'oad to 
assist in completing a bridge across Piney Oreek, 
but was taken sick and brought to Little nock, 
w here he was confined in bed for six months. 
'When able to work he was employed by Mr. G. 
Thorn in the cigar and ronfectionery trade, and 
remained with him until March, 181'3, when he 
wpnt to work for Mr. A. Kasselberg. He re 
mained with this gentleman until September 1, 
]878, and then pnrchased the stock and trade of 
the Boston confertionery at 107 Eaflt Markham 
Street. He continued in that way until the year 
1884:, when he bought ont the bUflinesh of Cmrell 
& Grisbel, and in 1~b4 83 operated two stores. 
During the latt€'r year he di "continned business 
on Markham Street, and r€'nloved his intel'ests to 
Main Street. In 18SG he erected the RObsner 

three stories bigb, on the corner of Third and 
Main ~treetA, and in March, 18~7, moved in his 
new lmilLling. Mr. Rossner manufactures candies 
awl confections for his own retail trade, and also 
charges Ill'arly all the soda fountains in the city. 
BesiueR thi~ he is caterer to wedLlings, ballR and 
pm-iips, and his trade ill that line it> tbe most ex 
tpnsi v(' ill Little Rock. In season his ice cream 
and oYE>ter parlors are the resort of Little Rock's 
fashionable society, and in audition to this he 
turns out delicious bread, rolls, bUllS, pies, etc. 
1\lr. Rossner employs altogether ahout fourteen 
men, and the principal reason of his great success 
lies ill the fact that he gives his personal atten 
tion to ever} detail of his business. In secret so 
cieties he is a member of Odd Fellows, Knights 
of Pythias and the Arkansas Turn Bezirk, embrac 
ing the States of Arkansas, Tenne"lsee antI Ala 
bama. He is also secretary of the Defiance Hook &, 

Ladder Company, and iR also a member of the Lit 
tlEl Rock Athletic Club. 1\11'. Rossner was married 
August 1-!-, 1878, to Miss Minnie ,Yendt, of Little 
ROCK, but lost his wife, who died after having 
b01'ne him two children. He was again married, 
August /,1 Sc{3, to Miss Lou Heitman of Columbus, 
Ohio, by whom he had four children. The chil 
dren by his first marriage al'e Edna and Fred, and 
by the last maniage, L. (is the only aile now liv 
ing). Mr. and Mn,. Rossner are members of the 
First Presbyterian Oh111'ch. 

,Yillialll H. Rowan, a prosperous and. well 
known farmer and stock raiser, of Pulaski County, 
was born in Saline County, in the year 1843, and 
is a son of Thomas and Ruth (Rowland) Rowan, 
of Alabama, in which ~tate they were reared <tnd 
married, and in 1~36 moved to Arkansas, when it 
was yet a Territory. The parents spttled in Saline 
Oonnty, where the father died about the year l1)J~, 
when William was only two years old. The mother 
was afterward married to Obediah ~now, who died 
in Saline Oounty, and passed away herf>elf in 1887, 
in Pulaski OOUIlty. She was a daughter of AUlOS 

Row land, of Alabama, who fought ill the Revo]u 
tion, and was under General Jackson at the h<tttle 
of New Orleans. He afterward moved to Saline 

1~;_"=1=)=U=il:-d_i_n_g_'_5_3_X_l_4_0_f_e_e_t_,_co_m_p_o_s_e_d__o_f_h_r_iG_'k__u_n_d__0__o_u_ll_t_y_,_'_N_h_e_r_e_h_e_1'_e_Sl_'d_e_d_a_t:>_D'_rE'_t_lt_ill_a_I_1Y_)_Te_a_l_.s_,_a_n_t_l_ t 
't~ r ~ ~~ 
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finally died there at an advanced age. William H. 
l{,owun was the eighth of nine children, and was 
reared principally in tLI? wilds of ~alille Connty, 
anll, owing to the imposRibility of finding i-lchools 
ir~ that section during his youth, his education waR 
somewhat limited. \\'hen only fifteen Yflan, 01(1 

he joined Company E, First Arkansas Infantry, 
and E>l'rved twel ve months, when he was discharged 
on account of his youth. III that timl?, however, 
he operated through Virginia, 'l'enneRHee and Mis 
sissippi, and took part in a great many battles, 
Shiloh being his mo:,t notable engagement. After 

his dit:-charge he l'etnrnecl home, but soon after
ward joined CoL Logan's regiment of cavalry, and 
did dispatch and scouting duty, until the close of 
the war, when he surrendered at Benton, Ark., in 
1 S00. He was captured at that place, in 1CS62, 
and kept a prisoner for two weeks. In 18GG he 
was married, in Saline County, to Miss Oynthia 
Scott, of Mobile, Ala., a daughter of Patrick Scott, 
who died in that ~tate. Mrs. Rowan died about 
one year after her marriage, leaving one son, ",Yal
tel', who re:;,ides with his father. Mr. Rowan is 
about the oldest settler in his vicinity, and owns 
200 acres of laml nt'ar Alexander, with 100 acres 
UDder cultivatioll, besides eighty acres near Little 
Rock, all of which hI? has accumulated by his own 
industry and enterprise. He if:) a stanch Democrat, 

J. H. ~annoner, a prominent cotton factor of 
Little Rock, Ark., was born in Alabama as the son 
of Ferdinand and Frances (Holt) SanIlOnel'. The 
father waR a native of Florence, Italy, anu by 
occupation a ci viI 8Dginl?Pl'. He servefl under 
Napoleon I (as snch) from the time he was twenty 
years of age until the age of twenty thrpl?, when 
he came to America. He arrived in the United 
State'S highly recommendeu by authorities in En 
rope, and received an immediate appointment as 
deputy surveyor general of Alabama, which posi 
tioIl IH' helcl nearly all hi" life. He supervised the 
surveying of the whole f5tate of Alahama. Hi" 
appointment as s urve:,- or was receivet! under Gen. 
Coffee. After an eventful Iifp, he dipd at the age 

of sixty five years. J. H. Sannoner was reared in 
TelllH'sst'e, and wht'n the Civil ",Yar broke out he 
joined the Oonfederate army aDd served as lieuten 
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ant until aftPl' the battle of Shiloh, when he' was 
cornmissioneu captain, SPl'viug ill that capacity the 
rest of the war. He WHR in all the principal bat 
tles fonght east of HlP Misc,is~ippi Hive!', was at 
Columbus, Ga., at the timp of the f'mrrender, and 
in a battle after Lee hall surrendered, but before 
the news had reached them. After the war Mr. 
Sallnoner engaged in busine~s at ~anbhury, Tf'nll .. 
continuing then' twelvB ) ears, alld then moved to 
Memphis, Tenn., where he rl?mainecl but a short 
time in the commission bW'liness, until the time of 
the Revere yellow fever epidemiC'. In :1\1ay, 1879, he 
callie to Little Hock Ark., anu has since been prom
inently identified with tlle cotton business of the 
city. He also do€'s a retail and wholesale grocery 
and feed business, in fact all that would fall natur
ally nnder the head of a general commission l!Usi
ness. He is located at Nos. G07, G09, Gll and G13 
Main Street, and the Rurerficial dimellsion of the 
building is 100x130, probably thE' largest commis 
sion house in the State, having handled over 0,000 
bales of cotton the past year. l\Ir. SanDoner has 
been before the public for ten years alld enjoys a 
cODstantly increasing trade. He was married in 
North Mississippi, near Holly ~pringi-l, to ]}Iisl:l 
Nannie Bailey, a native of the Htate of Mississippi, 
and the fruits of this union are ~ix children: Sue, 
Elois, J arne:" l\Iamie, Bory and Birdie. 1\11'. San 
noner is a membel' of the Board of Trade, Little 
Hock; is a stockholder in the Bank of Little Rock, 
a Knight of Honor, and a mpmber of the Episcopal 
Ohurch. 

J. G, Scarborough, 1\11. D., has bE'en practicing 
in the cit) of Little Hock Ark., since 1870, and 
from that time has carried the majority of his 
cases to a successful issne. He was born in Sulli
van COllnty, Tenn., in Ib;-33, and in Ib--t2 was taken 
by his father to South CaroliLlH, where he grew to 
manhood and was educated, graduating with de 
gree of A. B. from the South Carolina College, at 
Oolumhia, in 1~3G. The three following years of 
his career were spent iD instructing the yOl1Dg and 
rpviewing collegiate course, ohtaining, therefore, 
the degree of A. 1H. frow South Carolina College; 
during this time he began the study of medicine. 

Alter attending "ollege he graduatod as an M. D. t 
~F 
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in the class of 1859 GO, and located almost imme England, and waH an early pioneer to the State of 

diately in the town of Fayetteville, Ark., but only Tennef>sep, being a resident of that tltate when the 

practiced a :-;hort time, w hen he offered his st-lrvicps fil'f>t steamboat ascended thf' Cumberland River. 

to the Confederacy, and was Rurgeon of a compallY The maternal grandfather was John S. Gaines, a 

of cavalry. The year 1CSfl3 he spent in Gl'Ppn ('ousin of Edmund P. Gaines, and his wife was 

wood, Sebastian County, Ark., but the latter part Letitia (Dalton) Moore, a felati VE> of Lord Dalton. 

of the war he acted as assistant surgeon of J ami of England. She was a native of Virginia, and 

son's l·egiment. Upon the proclamation of pf'ace, lived to be nearly ninety years of age, as <lid also 

he located at 'Yashington, Ark, and during his her husband. The latter was a planter, and owned 
four years' residence at that place, in addition to Hobton Springs, on the north fork of the Holston 
practicing his profession, he was engaged in the River. Great gl'an<lfather Gaines was a Tennes
drug business, his establishment being the RecoD<l seean, and waEo very highly educatpd, and wrote 
one of the kind in the pla('e. Upon his arrival in a valuable treatise on astronomy. 
Little Rock, he established a drug store, but gave Prof. V;T. P. Simons. rnited States Signal Serv
this up to the management of his son, and now ice sergeant, and observE>r for the territory of AI' 
devotes his time exclusively to alleviatillg the suf kansas, Northeast Texas and the Indian Tenitory, 
ferings of thp sick and aftbcted. Dr. ScarLorough residing in the tSuburbtS of Little Rock, is a native 
has been one of the State Board of Examining Phy of St. Louis, 1\10., and a son of John and Virginia 
sicians and tlurgeons for years, and has also been (Deck) Simons, of Kentucky and Virginia, respect 
long connected with the Amf'rican Health Associa ively. The parents resided in St. Louis for a 
tion. He is a man or high literal') attainments, is great number of YE>ars, where he was engaged in 
scrupulollsly conscientious, and wields a wide mercantile life and steamboating very extensively 
spread interest among his fellow men. His mother, until his dpath, in 183:3, from yellow fever. while 
whose mai(len name was Sarah Gaines, was born on a steamboat from New Orleans to :lUemphis. 
in Sullivan County, Tenn., but shortly after the The mother is still living, and resides at St. Louis. 
birth of our suhject, she passed to her long home, Prof. tlimons was reared in that city and educated 
and her son was realed by his grandmother. Up at the public schools, and also at the McKendrick 
on her death bed she told her nearest female friend College, at Lebanon, Ill. In 18,2 he entered the 
that she desired her son to be reared a Christian, tlignal Service depal'tment, and went direct to 
and years afterward, when" he had grown into a Washington for inf-,truction. He was first stationecl 
man, he found the request written by this friend at Jacksonville, Fla., where he remained from 
in an old autograph album, and signed "His August, 18,2, until J annary. 1876, and was then 
mother's best frien<l." So great an impression transferred to Smithville, N. C., remaining there 

di<l tbis makE> upon his youthful mind that he im fifteen months. During the f>ummer of 18" he 

mediately uuited with the church. and has ever waR Htatismed at Philadelphia, and next at New 

since remained a consistent Christian. He wa") Orleans, from ]8,7 to February, ]SI0. San Diego. 

married in Tennef>see, in 1837, to 1\1is8 E. J. Inge. Cal., was his next station, where he remained for 

and of a family of nine children born to them, five one year, awl at the last two places mentioned 

are yet living: W. Inge, John Strother, J\1:ay, Prof. Simons had entire charge of the Signal Serv

Earl and Gny. ,Yo H. Scarborough, the father of ice. In the Rpring of ]8C,0 he came to Little Rock, 

the Doctor, was a TennE>ssE>ean, born in 1810, He and took charge of the station established in 18'U. 

was a natural artist, and received his instruction At that time reports were received from three othE"r 

under the celebrated painter of New York City, In points only by telegraph, Little Rock heing the 

man, and had he lived, would have became famous, only station in the State. Now thE'l'e are forty


j 
but death closed his career while in the prime of nme tStations, of which thirteen ill the district 're 

lifo. The paternal gl"an<1father was a nativo of port hy telegraph, and each county in Arkansas 

t 
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reports daily by mail. Indications and warnings 
are sent out by telegraph to about twenty different 
poillts ill the district. In 11..,8~ Prof. Simons l'f' 
cOlllmenuf'd the f'stablishmf'nt of the Fort Smith 
f->tation which is now in fnll opel'atioll. When he 
took charge of thp work he was the only salario(l 
man in that di:-;tl'ict, hut now there an~ spvpnteen, 
and a monthly papPI' has lH:'en operated for thp last 
two years in the Signal Service, calleu the Arkan 
sas \\T eather Review. Prof. Simons has heen 
authorized hy tllE' department at \Yashington to 
make predictions daily twenty four hours ahead 
as to the state of the weather, anu during the first 
month of this new arrangement (J uly) his predic 
tions were verified hy a pereentage about equal to 
the one at Washington, b3 per cent. Prof. Simons 
was marrietl.in St. Louis to Miss Caroline Schick, 
who died from yellow feyer at New Orleans in 
181'8. He himself suffered from this scourge at 
the same time, and was stricken down for a month. 
Threp children were born to their marriage, of 
whom two are yet living: Justain E. and George 
A. His ~econd marriage occu rred in New Orleans, 
in 1C,SO, to Miss l\Iittie E. Crawford. In seCl'et 
societies, Prof. Simons is a member of Capitol 
Lodge No.4!), K. of P., at Little Rock, and is 
CbancE"llor Commander of his lo<lge, having been 
thf' first regularl) elected officer to that position 
aftE"r thE" organization of the lodge, and when he 
had only bepn a memlH:'l' of the order two months. 

\Y" N. Slack, the well known and popular land 
agent for the Ht. Lonis, Iron Mountain ~ Southern 
Hailroad, whose heac1(luarteu; are at Ale1..ander, 
was llol'n in Nashville, Tenn., in lhJe, anu is a 
son of Rolwrt E. and Lucy J. (Love) Slack, the 
fatht'l' a native of Keutucky, and born" in 182(), 
while the mother was bOln in Tennessee. The 
parents were marrif'd in Nashville, and in 1847 
IDOl-eel to Little Rock, Ark., where the mother 
died in 13GB. The elder Slack was again married 
in 1870, and moved to the State of Texas, where 
he couunpnceu farming; hi~ occupation previous to 
that "was contracting and Imilding, in which he 
made an excellent reputation at Little Rock 
During the war he served in the Confeuel ate army, 
and was assigned to the quartermastpr' s depart 
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ment at Littlf' Rock. He afterward joineLl a T(-'xas 
squadrOll , awl SOIDP time later was t ransferreLl to 
an Arkansas l'(>gilDC'nt, and while-' in Ashley County, 
waR captm'Ad and tal{ell to Little Hoek, when" he 
waR contiIlPd until .May 5. 1 i)ofl. His father was 
John Slack, of Virginia, and of Iri",h r1e~cent, who 
died in Logan County, Ark., WIH"rf' hI' wa"> a1so a 
carpl:'nter and lmj]<1er b) occupatioll. Mrs. Slack' fl 
father WHH Benjamiu Love, of Virginia. who fought 
in the \Yar of ] "'\12, and died in Cleburne County, 
Ark, at an advanced age. "\V. N. Slack was thA 
old8~t child of five sons and one daughter born to 
his parents, and wa~ reared and educated in LittlA 
Rock, attencliog private schools altogether. At 
the age of seventeen years he joined Company A, 
Tenth Arkansas Infantry, and took part in the 
battles at Mark's Mill, Monnt Elba, Jenkins' 
Ferry and many others, as well as accompanying 
Gen. Price in hiR raids through MisElouri. He was 
captured in Kansas and held a prisonpr for seven 
months in the Gratiot Street pl'ison at St. Louis, 
at Alton and the prison at Rock Islanu., Ill. At 
Lewisburg, Ark., he was severely wounded in thE' 
hip, but recovel'ed and lived to retnrn to Little 
Rock to enjoy the peace he had well earned after 
passing through nearly all or the most btining 
scpues of the Rebellion. \Yhile at Little Rock he 
was employed in a clerical capacity for two years, 
and afterward went into the cigar and tobacco 
business for himself, at which he continued for 
three years. He then moved to Alexanu.er, where 
he commenced farming, but since 11)/'6 has been 
more actively engaged as real estatE' agent for the 
Iron Mountain Hoau, a bu~inesR that he is well fit 
ted for. He still looks after his farm, however, 
and owns about :34:0 acres, of which he has placed 
100 acres under cultivation, and owes all of it to 
his own enterprise and good management. In 
1Bn7 he was IlHllTietl to Angie, danghter of John 
and Sm'ah B. Ross, of Pennf-lylvania and Ohio, 
respectively. 1\11'8. Slack was born in Newton 
Connty, Ark., and lost her father in 1850, the 
mother surviving him for thilty years. Eleven 
children \, ere born to this union, of whom two 
sons and four uanghters are still living, and Mr. 
8lack is dt·termined that they :;hall obtain the best t 
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education obtainable. In politics he is a stanch 
Democrat, and has served two yean, as deputy 
sheriff. He is a member of the A. F. & A. 1\1., 

'Alexander Lodge No. :153, and was Master for 
several terms, and also belongs to Royal Arch 
Ohapter of Little Rock. Mr. Slack is one of the 
earliest settlers of Pulaski Connty, and has watched 
the city of Little Rock grow up from a small town 
into its present proportions, and it would only be 
justice to add that it is to men of his enterprise 
and character that the county owes its prosperity. 

Jarues H. Southall, M. D. The name of this 
gentleman is one of the most influential in Little 
Rock, and he is highly esteemed and liked in pri 
vate life, as well as in his professional capacity. 
His birth occurred in Smithfield, Isle of ,right 
County, Va .. in 184], but his youth and early 
manhood. was spent in Norfolk, Va., where he ac 
quired a good education in academies of that city, 
and others in the States of Virginia and North 
Oarolina. He received his medical instruction 
under the able auspices of Dr. Robert Tunstall, 
of Norfolk, Va. In 1859 and 1860 he attended 
medical lectures at the UniverRity of Pennsylva
nia, and in 18GO and 1861 he attended medical 
lectures at the University of Louisiana, graduat
ing in the latter school March 1, 1861. He a1
most immediately, thereafter, entered the Oonfed 
erate service as assiRtant surgeon of the Fifty fifth 
Virginia Infantry, and was promoted to surgeon of 
the above command in ]80:2, in which capacity he 
served nntil the final surrender. He returned to 
Norfolk, and practiced there until December, 18G;), 
when he came wpst to Memphis, Tenn., and shortly 
after located in Orittenden Oounty, Ark., coming 
from tbere to Little Rock in 1R72. He assisted in 
organizing the Medical Department of the Arkan 
Bas Industrial University in 1~7g, and until the 
season of 1886, he occupied the chair I)f physi
ology, l'linc8 which time 118 has filled the chair of 
theory and practice. Dr. Southall is foremost in 
his profession, and a man whose personal appear
ance will at once indicate his intelligence in what
ever society he may appear. He is very pop
ular outside of his profession, and in his studies 

the bottom of all subjects, no matter how profound. 
He was married in Memphis, Tenn., to Miss Ger 
trude Murphy, a native of that city, and daughter 
of Maj. J. J. Murphy, and his wife, Mrs. Mary 
(Mitchell) Mnrphy, old and respected citizens of 
that city, thei!' union tal{ing place in 1869. They 
have two children: Alice and Edith. The Doctor 
is a son of Turner and Alice A. (Wright) South
all, the former a native of Smithfield, Isle of 
Wight Oounty, Va. He was a physician and sur
geon, graduating from the University of Pennsyl
vania. He practiced in his native county all his 
liff', and died there when about forty-five years of 
age. The grandfather, by Dame James Barrett 
Southall, was a Virginian by birth, and the first of 
the name to settle in the Isle of ,yight Oounty, Va. 
There he married a Miss ,Vhitfield, thf' grand 
mother. on the paternal side, of the suLject of this 
biographical sketch. The parents of James Bar 
rett Southall were Daisey Southall and Edith (Van 
dervall) Southall; the former of whom was born in 
the North of England, and was the first of the name 
settling in Virginia in the early Colonial times. 
They were residents at that time of what is known 
as the Peninsula of Virginia (whirh it is needless 
to say, was then, as now, of historic fame; in or 
about that collegiate c8nter of subsequent years, 
the borough or town of 'Yilliam"burg). On his 
mother's side, Mrs. Alice Ann (\Yl'ight) Southall, 
(who was born in the Oity of Norfolk, some eighty 
two years ago, the place of residence of her par 
ents), we find that he is a descendant of Col. tHe 
phpn A. Wright, of Revolutionary fame, and his 
wife, Mrs. Abbey (O'Connor) Wright. Mrs. Alice 
Ann ("~right) Southall was the mother of seven chil
dren by her husband, Dr. Turner H. Southall, all 
of whom, with the exception of two, died in in 
fancy. 

Oscar M. Spellman, United States marshal for 
the Eastern district of Arkansas, residing at Swan 
Lake, Jefferson County, was born in Hamilton 
Oounty. Ohio, September 17, 184-4, and is a son of 
Henry P. and :l\1ary (King) Spellman, natives of 
New York and Ohio, respectively. The father was 
a successful farmer by oc('upation, who moved 

he does not lightly skim the surface, but dives to from his native State to Hancoek Oounty. Ill., in 
31 t 
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1b~5, and there re8ided until the outbreak of the 
Rebellion. when lie settled in Alexanuria, Olark 
County, ~Io., and while there organizt:'d a HOllle 
Guard of six companies, being commissiolled by 
Gpn. Lyons for that purpose. After the battle of 
Athens, ill August, ll:in 1, he f'lltered the volunh"l:'r 
serviee, joining th(· Seventh Mif,sonri Ca, aIry, and 
served until the war was ('llllled, when 11(> wa~ 111l1S 

tered out as a major of that regiment. Maj. Slwll. 
man then came to Arkansas amI re"1umpu his 
former pursuit of farming, which he has continued 
to follow with su('cess. Both parents are at pres
ent residing at Sugar Loaf Springs, in Cleburne 
County. Six children were bar11 to their marriage, 
of whom four are yet living, and all residing in 
Arkansas except one daughter, who lives in ,Yar
saw, Ill. Oscar M. was an infant when his par 
ents removed to Illinois, and was there reareu and 
euucated, attending the public schools of that 
State. He was only fifteen years of age when the 
Oivil ,Yar commenced, but, nevertheless, enlisted 
in the Home Guards, and subsequently as a pri
vate in the Seventh Missouri Oavalry, in which 
regiment he served until the war was over. At the 
battle of Lone Jack, JUo., he was wounded, and 
when the Fin"t and Seventh Missouri Regiments 
were consoliuatpd he received a first lieutenant's 
commission in Company 1. On April 25, 1854, he 
was captured at the battle of ~Iark' s Mill, and 
taken to Texas, where he was helu as a prisoner of 
war for sevpn or eight months, but on December 
J of that year he made Lis escape and returned to 
the Union lines. After the war he came to Arkan 
sas and turned his attention to farming, also deal 
ing in general illPfchandise. In politics ~Ir. ~pell 
man is a stanch Repnblican, and was appointed to 
his present office by Prpsident Harrison for his effi~ 
cient servires and loyalty. In secret societies be is 
a illembpr of thl:' Knights of Honof at Pine Bluff. 
He was marripd August ;-), 180U, to Mary. £laughter 
of ,James L. J ohIlson, of Swan Lake, Ark., by 
whom he has had six children, three of them yet 

living: G. L., Oarl and Emma. 
L. R. Stark, M. D., is one of the leaders of his 

profession in Little Rock, Ark, and a physician, 
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.He was born in the "Palmetto State," in 1841, 
and was a student in the military scbool of his 
native State at the time she seceded from the 
Union, and with a detachment of cadets was or 
dered to Morris Islanu, they being the ouly available 
troop.., South Carolina had at the time of sece~sion. 
Dr. Stark was appoillteu OIle of the cannoneprs, 
and was OIle of the mell who fired 011 the" Star of 
the 'fest," which act waR the immediate cansp of 
the opening of hostilities between the States. As 
soon as the regular troops of the State had time to 
organize, the cadets were sent back to school and 
Dr. Stark graduated from the same in 1562. 1m· 
meJ.iately aftpr this event he joined Ferguson's 
battery as lieutenant of light artillery, but re
signed this position shortly after the battle of 
Mission Ridge, and re-entered the service as ad 
jutant of the Tenth South Carolina Infantry, re 
maining such until the close of the war. He was 
wounded, once at the battle of Franklin, Tenn. 
After his return from the war, he took up the study 
of medicine, and for some time studied under a 
preceptor, R. F. Michel, M. D., in Montgomery, 
Ala. ; then he entered the Charity Hospital of New 
Orleans, and after graduating from the New Or
leans School of Medicine, located in Morehouse 
Parish, La., and practiced his profesflion there 
until his removal to Little Rock, in 187R. He is 
filling the chair of gynmcology in the medical de
partment of the Arkansas Industrial University, 
and is a member of the State Medical Society, and 
also of the Little Rock Medical Society. He i8 
also a Master Mason. Hi" wife, whose maiden 
name was Mary Cannon, a native of Arkansas, has 
borne him fonr children, one of whom, nallled 
Mary, Fmrvives. The Doctor is a son of Thomas 
T. and Oaroline (Raoul) Stark, the former being a 
physician and a graduate of South Carolina Col 
lege. The grandfather was born in that State, 
and was an attorney at law. The maternal grand 
father, Jean Louis Raoul de Champmanoir, was 
born and educated in France. After graduating 
in medicine in Paris, he was forced to leave his 
country, on account of his devotion to the Bour 

bon cause. The maternal grandmother was also of t 

whose practice is among the largest in the city. French extraction, being a Huguenot. 
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U. E. Stephens, one of the best known business 
men of Little Hock, and junior member of the 
large machinE'ry manufactory of D. H. \V ing & Co., 
is a native of New York State. Ml'. Stephens 
has been acquainted with the duties and work 
ings of machinery bince his youth, having learned 
the wood working and machinist's trade when 
quite young, in the city of St. Louis. He was 
afterward employed by various railroad companies. 
in different parts of the South, his last headquar
ters in that line being at f:ielma, Ala. In] 87;-3 he 
came to Little Rock, being twenty seven years of 
age at the tjme, and for the following two years 
was connected with the Little Rock & Fort Smith 
Railroad. He then became associatf'd with Mr. D. 
R. ·Wing, in the machinery and repair work line, 
which business has E:.teadily grown under their able 
supervision, until it bas reached its present pro 
portions, Mr, Stephens having full charge of the 
office and trade. He is a thorough business man. 
shrewd, an able manager, and very popular in 
commercial circles. 

l\iancil Stone, an entf'rprising farmer, merchant 
and proprietor of grist mill and cotton-gin, in Pu 
laski County, whORe various industries and bUbiness 
intereRts have given him an enviable reputation, is 
a native of f:iouth Carolina, and was bor~l November 
3, 1824. He is a son of Abner and Jane (Langston) 
Stone, of the same State, who were the parents of 
three sons. After the mothE'r's dE'ath, the father 
again married, and had eight childrf'n by·his Sf'C 
ond u~ion. Mancil was the eldE'st ch ild of the 
family, and was reared and educated in the State 
of his birth. His schooling was somewhat limited 
In his youth, owing to the difficulty in being able 
to attend at that period, In 1853 he moved to the 
State of Arkansas, and was marrif'd the following 
year to Miss Mary V. Ferguson, who was born in 
South Oarolina in 1831, and, later on, movf'd to 
Arkansas with her pal'ents, who bave since died. 
This union gave them five children, two sons and 
three daughters, foul' of whom are living: E. C. 
(a partner in the merchandise bUfliness with his 
father), M. A. (president of a well known commf'r· 
cial college, at Little Rock, and one of that city's 
most intellectual .men), J.\iIartha R. and Anna L."j 
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The oldest daughter departed this life in 18G4. 
Mr. Stone first established a general merchandise 
store in July, 1881, with a stock of goods valued 
at $3,000, and placpd his son in partnership with 
him. Previous to that he built a flour and cmn 
mill, which is now one of the best paying indus 
trieD in that section. In addition to this, he owns 
1GO acres of land, with 1];) acres under cultivation, 
which is situated about fonrteen miles northeast 
of Little Hock, and on some of the finest land in 
Pulaski Oounty. The faI'm has three excellent 
wells, and is well stocked with everything that is 
necessary on a first· class place, and is valued at 
$3,000. Beforp, the war Mr. Stone was elected 
justice of the peace, and served one term. In pol 
itics he is a strong Democrat, and a valuable man 
to that party; while in religious belief he inclines 
to the Baptist Ohurch. 

Prof. M. A. Stone, presidf'nt of Little Rock 
Commercial College, is a native of Prairie Oounty, 
Ark., and was born on September 18, 18Gl. He 
supplemented his common-school education by an 
academic COUl'se, graduating at about the age of 
nineteen years, after which he became a student in 
Little Rock Commercial CollE'ge, serving as teacher 
of telegraphy in the institution from which he had 
previously graduated. He remained in thi'3 capac· 
ity until December 28, ]885, when he purchased 
the institution and became its president. His first 
effort was to do away with the old routine method 
of book keeping, and to introduce regular office 
work into the school. In order to succeE'd in this 
he was obliged to become author of a new series 
in book keeping, and this contains many admirable 
changes which students from ?ther commercial col 
leges are obliged to learn from actual experience, 
after having completed a regular course. In order 
to accommodate his students, Prof. Stone has 
greatly enlarged the C'apacity of his school, and 
bas added to the regular commercial course a 
clas'3ical course. The enrollment of .,tudents for 
the scholastic year of ] 8~0~RU was Ju5. The Pro 
fessor was married in Little Rock, in 1887, to 1\li88 
S. E. McAlmont, and the result of this union was 
one child, Leona. Prof. Stone is the son of l\Ian

oil and Mary V. Stone. of PulaRki County [See t 
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sketch of 1\Iancil Stone1- Little Rock Commer 
cial Uollege is the only college of the kind in the 
State, and is patronized from several difff'rent 
States. The history of the institution is ahout aR 
fo11ows: It was founded in ] 871- by Prof. Aaron 
Balf's, who began on a compal'ati rely slllall ~calt', 

but success attendpd him in all hiR efforts. Aith·d 
by a strong corps of tpacherH, which inf'll1dt'd tlH-1 

prespnt prpsillellt, hp built np a large and fluur 

ishing school. Foreseeing what wight be its futurf' 
needs, hf? made wise and liberal provisions fOl' the 
growth of the college by securing fOJ.: its use the 
pleasant, convenient quarters it now occu:vies, in 
one of the finest buildings in the State. On J anu 
ary 1, 1 bCS6. ]\11'. 1\1. A. Stone purchased thf' prop 
erty of the college, and was elected president by 
its board of directors. The school had alreaCly 
acquired a good standing all ovpr the Southwest, 
and annually prepares a large number of young 
persons for the dutif's of the counting-room. To 
his advantage, the new prpsident was familiar with 
the course of study pursued and the methods of 
instruction when he assumed thE' management, and 
was conReqnently able to take up and continue the 
work without interruption. The faculty is: JU. A. 
Stone, president and superintenClent of the course 
of instruction; E. 1\1. Chartier, teacher of penman 
ship, book keeping and mathematics; E. G. John 
son (misiotant secl'etl:1ry of State), commercial law; 
,r. J. Terry (Little Rock bar), civil governmE'nt 
and political econom:v; George M. Hodges, telegra 
phy and elpctrical sciences. 

Dr. George 'V. Hntton, a self madl' man, awl 
one of thE' leading physicians and flUrgeons of Pn 
laski Connty, was horn in Sarnpfloll County, N. C., 
in 1CS:-3L and ifl a SOIl of Edmond and Polly (Crad 
doC'k) Sutton, natives of the 8ame county, where 
the) re~ided until George was ahout eight year'3 
old, and then moved to the Statf' of Louisiana, 
whf'fe the mother (lipcl. After a three years' resi 
dence in that State, ~1r. Hutton returned to North 
Carolina with his son, and remained there until 
his death in 1SCiii. The father of Edmond Sutton 
was alflo a native of North Oarolina. and was named 
Thomas f--lutton. He sE'l'vecl with six other brothers 
in the 'Yar of the Rpvolution, and afterward (lied 

in the State of Louisiana. HiR {athAr emigrated 
from Scotland to America when very young, and 
Dr. Sutton'R gralHlfat her, Thomas Craddock, was 
born in North Uarolina, where he was a very prom 
ineut farmer. Dr. Sutton first commE'nced the 
stndy of medicine in ArkanRfl.s, when there was 
no pby:-;ician in hiR section of the country, and set' 
ing the llE'cf'sRity of therE' lwing one, ht' applied 
himself to that profession with so much diligence 
and zeal, that, after graduating, he became the 
leading physician, as well as one of the E'arliest in 
Pulaski County; he has Ii vec1 in the neighborhood 
of his present residence thirty-three years, and has 
been practicing medicine for over twenty years. 
He served about three years in the Confederate 
army. belonging to Company B, Thirtieth Arkan 
sas Infantry. After the fall of Oorinth, he was 
granted a furlough and returned home; but inac
tivity was the banEl of his existence, and he was 
soon in the ranks again. this time becoming a mem
ber of Col. Newton's regimE'ntof cavalry, in which 
he served until the surrender at Rockport. The 
Doctor has always been onE' of the most E'nterpris 
ing citizens of which Pulaski could boast. He 
takes a deep interest in educational matters as well 
as all affairs that in his judgment will improve and 
advance that county. He was formerly a 'Vhig, 
but since the war has always voted the Democratic 
ticket, and is a strong supporter of that party. 
Dr. Sutton has been a member of the A. F. & 
A. M, for over twelve years, belonging to Mary 
Williams Lodge No. 807, anu with his wife has 
been attending the Missionary Baptist Church for 
about twenty five years. 

Ben S. Thalhimer, proprietor of Southwestern 
Mule and Horse ~Iarket, Little Rock, Ark. This 
enterprising and wide awake business man is a 
native of Wittenberg, Germany, born in 1830, and 
at the age of seventeen years, he left the old coun 
try and came to the United States, landing in New 
York City withont friends, money, and without a 
knowle(lge of the English languagE'. though with a 
firm determination to make a success of life. His 
first work was to peddle goods, but he soon secured 
a situation in a tobacco house in Philadelphia, 
where he remainpd for one year. After this he t 
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went to Illinois, and there established a hide, fur 
and whisky business for himf:lelf. :-:>nbsequently 
he engaged as a salesman with a wholesale house 
in Burlington, and after continuing there for Home 
time he came to Arkansas, where he t'mbarked 
in the hide and fur business in Little Rock. 
He then purchased a boat, traded np and down 
.the Arkansas Hivpr and its branches, and finished 
by doing a freight business with his boat. After 
this he sold the boat business and entered into the 
grOCf'ry business at Little Rock, but Jater went to 
Prairie County, Ark., where he ran two general 
mercantile stores. In this enterprise he lost nearly 
all the money he had previously made, by doing a 
too extensive credit business. He made his last 
move to Little Rock, from Prairie County, about 
1884, and established the Southwestern Horse and 
Mule Market. He formerly had a partner, but 
bought him out, and is now sole proprietor. In 
this capacity he has thrived beyond his most san 
guine hopes, and now handles more than 2,000 
head of mules and horses annually. He is an en
terprising man and a good citizen. He was mar 
J'ied in 1873 to l\Iiss Fannie l\Iayer, a native of 
Germany, and four children have blessed this 
union: Sidney, Sally, Jesse and Abe. He is a 
member of the K. of H., I. O. O. B. and the K. 
of S. He is a Hebrew, and is a son of Jesse and 
Menah (Rothschild) Thalhimer, the mother a mem 
bel' of the famous family of Rothschild, of Frank 
fort and England. Mr. Thalhimer has a life 
policy on the New York Mutual Life Insurance 
Company. 

Dr. A. D. Thomas, of the Thomas Cotton Press 
,Varks, was born and spent the earlier years of his 
life in New York State, emigrating to Chicago in 
1856, where he taught in the public schools and 
studied medicine. At the breaking out of the war 
he was one of the first to enlist, and rose to the 
rank of major surgeon and was mustered ont of 
service at Post Lewisburg, Ark., in June, 1503. 
Here he married and engaged in planting, milling 
and the drug' bnsiness. He was elected to the 
State senate from the district of which his (Con. 
way) county formed a part, and served with crpdit 
to his district and himself. In 1883 he turned his 

attention to inventing labor-saving cotton halld
ling machinery, the principal machine being tbt' 
first successful self packing cotton press ever made. 
The outgrowth of this invention, coupled with 
the energy and money of D. H. Thomas, is the 
present extensivt' brick factory, 50x~jO feet, with 
boiler room extra, also extensive paint shop. The 
plant covers three acres of ground, and cont:>titutes 
a regular manufacturing enterprise in Arkansas. 
D. H. Thomas, albo a nati.ve New Yorker. came to 
Arkansas in the spring of 1803, on a visit to his 
brother and liking the county so well he has since 
remained here. He located at the same place, 
Lewisburg, where he abo marrieu, and has been 
engaged in nearly all kinds of honorable business. 
In 1879, Lewisburg being absorbed by l\Iorrillton 
which was only one mile distant, he moved there 
and erected storehouses. and went into the hand
ling of machinery of all kinds quite extensively. 
In 1883 he sold Ollt and in 1850 came to Little 
Rock to engage with his brother in the manufacture 
of thE' cotton press. He has been very success
ful in all of his undertakings, and one of the fore
most in any enterprise to which he gives his atten
tion. They are among the leading manufacturers 
of Arkansas. and are g'enial, whole souled gentlemen, 
whose business tact and sociability have secured 
for them a host of friends in their new home. 

Prof. 'Y. S. Thomas is in charge of the geolog 
ical and scientific investigations of the land de
partment of the St. Louis. Iron :Mountain & 
Southern Railway. He is of "Velsh descent, and 
was born in Waterford, Saratoga County, N. Y. 
His early years, however, were spent in Norwich, 
Chenango County, N. Y., where he received an 
excellent common school education, supplemented 
by a thorough scientific conrse at Rensselaer Poly 
technic Institute, at Troy, N. Y. After complet 
ing this he made a tour of investigation for eaHtern 
parties, in ] 8..{.~, tll'ough th8 mineral region of 
Illinois. \\' isconsin aml Iowa, and h is was one of 
the first ft'ports of importance eyer lllad~ on the 
NorthwPtitern miueral region. Upon finishing lis 
work in that section, he went to ~\ra!:'hington, D. 
C. Here le gained a high reputation for his in 
vestigations in electric forces, anu was tendered by t 
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Prof. Joseph Henry, of the Smithsonian Institnte, 
charge of thA chemical apparatus that had just 
been presented to the institute by Dr. Hare, of 
Philadelphia. This offer, however, he thought 
best to decline, as he was too well plemied with the 
mineral wealth of the district he had examined in 
the West, and was only awaiting the proper oppor
tunity to return there. Several electric appli 
ances, the result of Prof. Thomas' labors, were 
patented. He was elected a member of the ArneI' 
ican Scientific Association, and was for many years 
the youngest member of the society. For two or 
three years before he came west again (in 185-1), 
Prof. Thomas was connected with the newspaper 
press of New York City. He returned with ample 
capital behind him to develop the coal resources of 
the section around Rock Island. The mines were 
opened at Carbon Oliff, from which came the first 
coal that ever reached the Upper Mississippi River 
by rail, and the first ever shipped west of the Mis
sissippi River. These mines were also the first 
established coal deposits in Rock Island, Daven 
port, Iowa City, and other towns in the interior. 
He was interested in the organization and build
ing of the several railroads in that section, notably 
the Rockford, Rock Island & St. Louis, of which 
he was director for many years. He remained 
actively connected with the coal and railroad in 
terests of Illinois and Iowa up to 18i!"). Tn 1876, 
eastern capitalists, who had great faith in the 
judgment of Prof. Thomas, and contE'mplated in
vesting in Arkansas mineral lands, induced him to 
go to that State and carefully examine the anti
mony region of Southwest ArkanRas. After the 
completion of this examination he felt so thorough 
Iy impress€>d with the natural resources and capa
bilities of the State, that hE' returned to Illinois 
and disposed of his interE'sts there, and returned 
to Arkansas to make it his future hOIDE'. The St. 
Louis, Iron l\Iountain & Southern Hailway, which 
had just acquired from the General Government its 
land grant of over one and one half million acres, 
decided that it was best to look into the mineral re
sources of thf'ir lands before dispoqing of them for 

j 
agricultural purposes. They engaged the services I 
of Prof. Thomas, and his reports have governed 
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the land c10partment siuce that timE'. Prof. Thomas 
determined to devote bis finA farm (the Gov. Rec 
tor plnntation), fOllrh'len miles southwest of Little 
Hock, to f'xperirnf'nting, with a view of determining 
the best agricultural pro<lncts and breeds of stock 
for the climate of Arkansas, awl the results of these 
experiments have been very flattering and all that 
could be desired. 

'Yilliam Thompson, M. D. In addition to 
some private study, which Dr. Thompson devoted 
to his profession, he, in 18GB, gradnated from the 
Medical Department of thf' University of Nash 
ville, Tenn., and a long experience in the practice 
of his profession has made him VE'ry efficient and 
a thorough master of the "healing ad." His 
first I?xperience as a physician was at Thompson's 
Station, Tenn., but at the end of three years he 
('arne to Arkansas and settled ten miles south of 
Little Rock, remaining here until thE' opening of 
the Hebellion. During hostilities he was surgE'on 
of thl? Ninety first Regiment of Arkansas Calvary, 
eighteen months of his service bE'ing in the State 
of A.rkansas, but the rE'giment was disbanded in 
Texas. In 1865 he resumed practice at his coun
try home, but in the year J8137 removed to Little 
Rock, and has sincE' been identified with the city's 
interests, and is one of its oldest and most r8

flpected citizens. He is a member of the PulaRki 
County Medical Societ.y, and also of the American 
~1edical Association. Hib wife, Sallie (Dortch) 
Thompson, was a native of ~Iiddle Tennessee. 
He i'3 a son of Joseph and Martha (Wade) Thomp. 
son. Both wen? Virginians, the former a tobacco 
manufacturer by occupation, who died in Alabama, 
in 1864. The patE'rnal grandfather was born in 
Ireland, and wa'> one of the early E'll1igl'ants to the 
United StateH. Dr. Thompson was born in Vir 
ginia, in 18:30, ana whf'n a child rE'IDovE'd with his 
parenh; to Georgia, in this State growing to man 
hood and receiving his literary education. 

Charles L. Thompson, onf' of the most promi 
nent and skilled architE'cts of Little Hock, is a 
native of Illinois, but chose this country as the 
land of his adoption in 1886. HE' received an ex
cellent education in thE' schoolfl of Illinois, which 
has been supplemented by continued study and 

t 
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application in later years, so that llOW he is thor 
oughly conversant with the leatling topics of the 
day. His ability nc.; an architect is second to none, 
and the results of his labors show an originalit) of 
ideas that are very pleasing to the eye aft~H' being 
satiated with a sallleness which so often prevails 
in the architecture of to day. On tTuly 24, 188H, 
he was marriecJ to :Miss Lillian McGann. a charm 
ing young lady, and a general favorite wherever 
she is known. Mr. Thompson is, and has been 
very successful in his chosen profession, and enjoys 
the confidence auu respect of the entire community. 

P. H. Treadway, M. D., is not only a success
ful and prominent physician of Little Rock, but 
he is also one of its leading druggists, anel as a 
citizen is highly respected and esteemed by all who 
know him. Although be was born in Maryland, 
and received a portion of his medical education in 
his native State, he also attended lectures ill the 
West, and later was a student in the Medical De 
partment of the Arkansas Industrial University. 
After leaving college, he practiced succesRively ill 
Pulaski and Perry Counties, Ark., coming to Little 
Rock in 18'37, wherE' he has since been an active 
practitioner. He followed his profession exclu
sively until J anUaI'Y, 1889, at which time he estab
lished a drug store at the cornel' of Seventh and 
State Streets, where, being a man of shrewdness 
and excellent business qualifications, he has already 
built up a paying trade. Dl'. Treadway traces his 
ancestry back to his great great-grandfather, who 
was an English gentleman and came to the United 
States in 1700. settling on Bush River, Md., 
where he built a home and reared a family, the 
present gpneration of Treadways in this country 
being his descendants. Dr. Treadway's parents. 
Amos and J\Ial'garet (Oarroll) Treadway, were born 
in Maryland, the father being a contractor and 
builder by occupation, tbis being his chief calling 
nnti] his death, at the age uf spventy eight years. 
Several of the Treadways served in the ,Yar of the 
Revolution. The Doctor's grandfather was in the 
"Val' of 1812, as well as in the :Mexican War. 

Nathan F. Trotter, an enterprising agricultul' 
ist of Pulaski Oonnty, was born in f)outh Oarolina, 
in the year 1816, and is a son oE Joseph and Pat 

sey (Brook) Trotter, of North Oarolina. The 
father was born J\Iay 14. 1702, ann dipd in 1CS4.~ 

at Vick~burg, Miss. In 18:30 he moved from 
South Oarolina to Georgia, where he resided for 
five yeari'l, and then changed biB location to Ala
bama. where be lived nntil 1848. He then moved 
to Mississippi, which State was the last be resided 
in. His wife was born in 1792, and bore him ten 
children, of whom ~even are yet living, and all re 
siding in Arkansas. Nathan F. was the sE'cond 
child of this family, and was reared in Alabama, 
and there educ<itetl. In 184-2 be was married to 
:1\1i6S Jane Mitchell, of Sonth Carolina, who was 
horn on December 8. 1R21, and this union has 
given them eight ('hildren, of whom six are still 
living: John, Benjamin B., Gporgie A., Nathan, 
Alex. and Jefferson D. In 11.j3] 1\1r. Trotter and 
his family came to Helena, Al'k., and in the fol 
lowing ypar movpcl to where he now resideR. He 
owns 300 acres of land, and has placed over 130 
acres under cultivation, and his farm is one of the 
best im proved in the county, as well as being an 
excellent onp for any growth. The land is also 
wpll adapted for stock raising At one time he 
owned ()OO acres, but has generonsly given each of 
his boys a portion, anu reserved 300 acres for him 
self. Mr. Trotter served about six months in the 
Confederate army. and occupied that time in gal 
lantly upfending his cause. In politics he is a 
stanch Democrat, and cast his first vote for Van 
Buren. He bas heW the office of justicE' of the 
peace of his township and filled the office in a dig
nitieil and satisfactory manner. In connection 
with his farming interests, 1\I1'. Trotter operates a 
cotton gin) which is one of the best in the county. 
His entprpri'3e has long been a matter of admira
tion to the community, anel his popularity is all 
owing to biR genial and gentlemanly manner to all 
with wbom he comes in contact, both in a social 
and husiness way. l\Ir. and Mrs. Trotter attend 
the Methoilist Episcopal Church, South. 

J. B. Trotter, .!Yf. D. Among the medical fra
ternity of Pulaski Oounty, no name is better known 
than that of Dr. J. B. Trottp!'. He was born in 
FaYE'tte Oounty, Tenn.. December 15. ]861. heing 

one of live sone horn to J. H. Trotter and wife, and t 
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from his earliest boyhood demonstrated that he 
would make his "mark" in life, wbicb be eel' 
tainly has done. J. H. Trotter subsequently 
moved to Lonoke County, Ark. where, for eight 
years, his son, J. B., lived with him. At tbe end 
of that time the latter entered upon what hat:i 
proved to be a successful career. He began the 
study of medicine in 1880, under G. W. :Morrow, 
M. D., of Tennessee, and in the winters of ]~81 82 
and 1882 83 he attended lectures at Memphis Hos
pital Medical Oolll?ge. The year 188a witnessed 
his graduation from the college with honors, being 
the possessor of a bit of paper that licensed him to 
alleviate tbe sufferings of humanity in any pad of 
the universe. Fortunately for the people of Gallo
way, he decided to locate at that place, and that he 
chose wisely in selecting a situation in which to 
commence his career is evinced by the liberal pat 
ronage that has fallen to his lot. Notwithstanding 
that the Doctor bas haJ plenty to do in attending 
to the various demands made upon him, he found 
time to be captivated by a most estimable lady, and 
in the spring of 1887 led to the Hymeneal altar 
1\liss 1\lyrtle Stovall. JUrs. Trotter is the daughter 
of J. 1\1. Stovall, of Jacksonville, Ark. The Doc
tor owns a fine farm in Lonoke County, besides 
valuable property in other places. 

James Tnnnah (deceased) was one of the pio
neer business men of Little Rock. coming to that 
city in 18~8. He was born in Dumfernline, Fife 
shire, Scotland, on March 21, ]817, his parentA, 
like most of tbe Scotch race, being people of great 
longevity. Emigrating to America in July, 1848, 
he landed at New Orleans, anJ, in the spring of 
184:U, with Joseph Olark, his companion from Scot
land, located at Little Rock. Both of them were 
marhle and stOlle cutters, and were the first to es
tablish the marble busineRs in Little Rock, which 
they carrieJ on unller the firm. name of Joseph 
Clark & Co., until the death of Mr. Olark, in 1852, 
when the business was transferred to Mr. Tunnah. 
During the later years of bis life, his son, Henton, 

j 

was taken into partnership with him, and the elder 
continued actively in the business until hiR death, 
on October 9, 1882. He was married November 
15, ]863, to Mrs. Helen McPherson Clark, widow 
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of his former partner, but lost bis wife, wbo died 
February] 7, 1877, at the age of fifty five years. 
They were the parents of t:iix children, of whom 
three are yet living: ~William Ohester (book keeper 
for oW. B. \Vhorten & Co., Little Rock), James 
Kirkwood (passenger conductor on the Ootton Bplt 
Railway) and Renton. Those dpceased were John 
GI'aham, John \ralter and Hobert Bruce. MrR. 
rruunah had one son by her former marriage, 
George D. Olark, wbo died in this city on .Tanuary 
13, 1881. Mr. Tunnah was a prominent 1\lason 
of Arkansas, and was Tyler of the Grand Lodge for 
about twenty years, and was also a representative 
of the Grand Lodge of Scotland to the Grand 
Lodge of Arkansas. He was ah;o wharf master 
and city collector for about twelve years. Renton 
Tunnah was born in Little Rock on March 1G, 
1864:. and received a good public school education. 
"When old enough, he was put in his father's es
tablishment to learn the marble cuttf>r's trade, and 
in the spring of 1882, the elder Tunnah gave him 
an interest in the business. "When his father died 
he left no will, and the other half interest in the 
bm;iness fell to Renton, who has since conducted 
it with success. He owns a nice little residence at 
No. 208 Gaines Street Mr. Renton Tunnah is 
deeply interested in Knights of Pythias matters, 
and, seeing the necessity of a paper devoted to the 
interests of that fraternity in the State of Arkan 
sas, he established the Pythian Advocate, which is 
issued monthly at the rate of $1 per annum, and is 
a neat, bright and newsy paper. He is a member 
of Damon LoJge No. :3, Knigbts of Pythias, and 
is a Past Chancellor of that lodge. and representa 
tive to the Arkansa~ Grand Lodge. He was mar 
l'ied February 20, 1884, to Miss Fannie A. St",\,('u
son, of Little Rock. Three children have beE'1l 
born to this union: Hobert K. (born NovemlJPr 
28, 1~8-1), Helen (hor11 October '27, 1SR6) and Hen 
ton, Jr. (born December 24, 1bR8.) Mrs. Tunnah 
is a devout Ohristian woman, and a member of the 
Christian Church. 1\11'. Tunnah is also a member 
of Capitol Lodge No. 25, A. O. U. W .. and the 
Oraer of American Firemen. He is assistant chief 
of the Volunteer Fire Department of Little Rock. t 

Prof. M. P. Venable, principal of the classical 
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school of the Oommercial College room~, of Little 
Rock, was originally from the Old Dominion, 
where his birth occnrred in 18-W. He passed his 
boyhood days in that State, and graduated from 
the regular conrse in the Univer-,ity of Virginia, 
in 1~G9. He was then engaged in teaching school 
in his nat~ve town until hA Came to Arkansa~. 

Dnring the above period he gave a portion of his 
time to the newspaper business, and later was pub
lic school 8uperintendent of his home county in 
Virginia for a number of years. He came to Ar
kansas in 1875 to take charge of Fort Smith high 
school and acted as superintendi"nt of the same for 
eleven years. After this he had charge of the 
Paris Academy for two years, at the end of which 
time he came to Little Rock and estabhshed the 
present classical school in connection with Little 
Rock Oommercial Oollege. He is professor of Ian 
guages and mathematics in the Commercial Oollege 
also, and makps a specialty of preparing ::"tudents 
for eastern colleges, and preparing cadets for 
,Ye::"t Point. He limits his number of students to 
about forty. Prof. Venahle is one of the most pro
ficient mathematicians and linguists in the South, 
and the student who passes from hiR hand Illay 
consider himself well worthy the position to which 
Prof. Venablp has recommended him to apply. 
The Professor was married in his native State 
to Miss F. Miles, a grad uate of North 'Vashing 
ton Oollege, Va., and is now a teacher in Arkan
sas Female Oollege. Their union was blessed by 
the hirth of four intel'Psting children: George. 
Fitzhugh, Luther R. anel Gertrude V. The great 
forefathers of Prof. Venable were Norman French, 
and came to England with ),Villiam the Oonqueror. 
One of them at one time was in cbarge of the city 
of Paris. The family came to America in J8;)2.~ 
There were soldiers in this family while in Eng 
land, anu. thel'e has always been one member to 
represent thp same in the EIlglish navy. Grand 
father Venable was an officer in tilt' HevolLltional'Y 
'Val', and is the Venaule defended by Patrick 
Henry for killing a cow for ueef for the soldier~. 
Venable was a cOlllmissaI'Y officer. Prof. M. R. 
Venable was color bearpl' in Ross' division of the 

Army of Northern Virginia during the Civil 'Yar, 

and served three and a half years, surrendering at 
Appomattox Court House. 

Creed T. ,Valker, cashier and manager of the 
Bank of Little Rock, and a well-known citizen of 
that place, was born in Desha Oount), Ark. His 
maternal grandfather, Creeu. Taylor, was a native 
of Kentucky. who came to Arkansm; when it was 
l... ilown as a part of the Loui~iana territory, and 
located in what is now Oonway Oounty, on June R, 
1817. He subsequently H>moved to Jefferson 
Oounty, all June 8, 1887, having resided in the 
State of Arkansas for a period of seventy years, 
being now at the age of eighty eight years. For 
a long pel·iou. he was in chargp of the United 
States land office, having headqnarters at Helena 
and Pine Bluff. During his residpnce herp he sur 
veyed over a large portion of the State, and was a 
man of energy am! daring enterprise, being well 
known throughout Arkansas. His wife was a Miss 
Vaugine before her marriage, and a granddaugh 
ter of Capt. Don. J ooeph Valliere, a commanuer 
of French troops under Baron de Oarondelet, once 
Governor of the rrerritory of Loui'-iiana. Oreed 
Taylor was twice manied; his first wife bore him 
three children, all daughters, of whom Eulalie 
Vaugine is the mother of Creed T. Walker, by her 
marriage with Robert \V. vValker in 1841. Roh
ert ,Yo ,Yalker wa~ a native of Virginia, but reo 
moved at an early day to Tennessee with his 
parents, and was reared in Nashville. He after 
ward spttled in J etferson County, Ark., and had 
charge of the United States land office at Pine Bluff, 
under Creed Taylor, residing there until his death, 
ill 1868. Oreed T. ,Valker was reared and lived 
in J effersoll Oounty, Ark., until fifteen years of 
age. He then attended school at Nashville, Tenn., 
l'emaiuing there until thE' Civil 'Var commenced. 
when he joined Pat Olebnrne's old regiment. the 
Fifteenth Oonfederate States Regiment frolll AI' 
kansas, Lui his carper in the army ,vas cut follOrt, 

by heing captured at the battle uf Perryville and 
kept a prisoner until the wat endpcl On heing 
released he went to Kentucky, and at Harrodsburg 
obtained a positioIl ill the Oommercial Bank of 
Kentucky, remaining there for oue year. He sub 

seqnently returned to Arkansas, and engaged ill t 
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steamboating on the Arkansas and Mississippi 
Rivers, remaining in that bu~iness fonr ) ears, and 
in J annary, 1Cj70, fmtered the banking houso of 
S. H. Tucker, in LiftI\..' Rock. In Heptemlwr, 
1878, hp left that firm to accept a position with 
George Brodie &; Son, bankers, and for ono yoar 
and a half h8 l'('maine<l with th(\Ill, hut again was 
off81pd a position with another hank, till" German 
Savings, which was a successor of tht) German 
National Bank, and continued with this house for 
fourteen years. ,rhen the Rcheme or opening a 
new bank was broached, Mr. 'Yalker was solicited 
to take charge of it, and commenced as its cashier 
and manager, on February 25, 18~0. He i'3 also 
director and treasurer of the Littlp Rock Trust 
Company, and a stockholder and director of the 
Arkansas Granite Oompany. 1\11'. ,Yalker is also 
treasurer of the Ladies' Building Associatioll, as 
well as of the Royal Arcanum and Knights of Honor. 
In religioug faith he is a member and trustee of the 
:l\1ethodist Episcopal Church, South. On Janu· 
ary 4, 1866, he was married to MiRR Li7.zie D. Cox, 
of HarrodsbLug, Ky., by whom he has had six chil
dren, four of whom are living: Robert V., Mary 
E., Creed and Bpssie. 1\lrs. ,ralker and her two 
eldest children also attend thp same church. 

JUrs. :l\lyra O. W arner. No true history of this 
section could fail to make mention of this esteemed 
lady, whose connection with the affairs of Arkan
oas Female College, of Little Rock, has given her 
wide and honorable acquaintance. As early as 
] 872 a number of prominent citizens of this place 
began to see the necessity of e"itahli"hing a scuool 
where their daughters might IJP e(lucated, and at 
the same time be kept within the circlp of home 
influence. The result of their efforts was the 
e::,tablishIlJent of thp Arkansas Female Collegp. 
Twelvp dilectori-> were selected, of whom Hon. 

G. A. Garland was president, Judge '" illiam O. 
Ratcliff, secretary, and Dr. J. H. McAtamont, 
treasurer. In order to immre the confidence of 
the public, the Methodist Oonferencp was asked 
to takE' the school under its management, and 
make it a Oonference school. Dr. ~WinfiE'ld, of the 
l\lpthodist Episcopal Ohurch, was elE'cted financialjI agent; Gen. L. 1II. Lewi6, pn·sidon! of the facnlty, 
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and Mrs. M. C. ,rarner, principal. The president 
of thE' faculty has alwaYR been president in name, 
and 1\ln;. M. U. 'Varner hai-> adjusted the school 
affairs. At the end of fonr ypars Gen. L. 1\1. LE'wis 
l'(C'signed, sillce which time the subject of this sketch 
has found all the duties incidpllt to an im,titution 
of this kind dE'volvillg upon her. Thp Methodist 
Epi:-,copal Conference withdrew thpir interest also, 
but Mrs. Warner ha~ remained faithfully at her 
post of dut} , true to the cause of education, in 
which she glories, and in which she is spending her 
life. She has seen over sixty of the daughters of 
many of the best families in Arkansas grac1uate 
from her school, aDd the alumni in the early years 
of the school has always been kept up the only 
successful alumni in the State. The successive 
presidents of the school board have been Hon. G. 
A. Garland, Maj. Blocker, J udgEl English and 
Hon. J. G. Fletcher. The pprson to whom the 
true honor or the fame of Arkansas Female College 
is due is Mrs. Myra O. Warner, the present pI'in 
cipal, and the only one of the original members 
still identified with it. She is a nativp of New 
York State, born in 1833, and grew to womanhood 
there, graduating from Alfred University with two 
degrees, A. B. and A. M. Ten years from that 
time the school conferred the degree of D. D. upon 
her also. She came to Little Rock in 185~, taught 
a private school for two years, and then went 
North. She returned after the war, opened a pri
vate school, and taught the same until she becftme 
principal of Arkansas Female College. :1\11'13. ,Var· 
ner is a woman eminent as an E'ducator, and in 
scholarly attainmpnts has no equal in the State. 
She is Scotch Irish on her father's side, and on 
that i-lide. too, is related to the Carrolls, of Carroll
tOll. On the motllPr' '3 side she is connected with 
the Huntingtons. She and hl:'r people al'l:' strict 
Preshyterians. 

John ,rassell (deceased) first came to Little 
Rock, in 1Q;}7. He was horn in Kiddet'minster, 
England, the centN of the great carpet industry, 
in 1~ l ..t At the age of eighteen he left England 
and came to America, intending to join an uncle in 
Philadelphia; but upon arriving at that city he 
could find nothing of his relative, except informa t 
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tion that he hau gone to Pittslmrgh. He then 
traveled to the latter place, making the entire diR 
tance on foot, anll journeying over the Allegheny 
Mountains, but on his arrival learned that his 
uncle had left for Cincinnati. He made the trip 
to that city on foot, and there had anoGher disap
pointment, for his uncle had returned to England. 
'Yhile in Cincinnati he apprenticed himself to a 
carpenter and learned the trade thoroughly, but 
his path, while engaged in this work. like most 
instances, where the apprentic8Hhip i::-, among rough 
co workers, wa'> not smoothed with rosE's. He was 
earnpst and pmsevering, however, and soon dis 
tanced all in hit> trade. His first venture was in 
answering an advertisement in the city paper from 
a man in Grand Gulf, 1\1iss., who wanted some work 
done. Thlr. 'Yassell corresponded with him, ob
tained the contract and left for that place with a 
gang of men, remaining there for one year. He 
subsequently made a trip in the same manner, by 
seeing an advertisement for PI'oposals to do the 
carpenter work in the new State house at Little 
Rock, Ark. He 5ecul'ed the contract and, coming 
to that city, did the work. In 1837 he and 1\1iss 
1\1argaret Spotts, of Louisville, Ky., were united 
in marriage; tbey came to Little Rock at onpe and 
went to housekeeping in that part of the StatE' 
hou5e now the GovE'rnor's office, remaining there 
until the building was completed. 1\11'. 'VassE'll 
has since continued to reside in LittlE' Rock, and 
during Lis stay bas erecteu mosi of the 01<1 and 
substantial buildings of tbe city. He afterward 
moved to Lonoke County, where he farmed for 
seven years, but at th", end of that time returned 
to Little Rock, where he became part owner of a 
paper called the Old Line 'Whig, the organ of 
the 'Vbig party of this Statp. Some time later he 
concluded to go into mercantile life, and opened 
up a general supply and steamhoat ~tore on thf' 
levee, continuing in that busines'3 for two or three 
years. During this time he bought considerable 
land on the Arkansas River, below Lewisburg, and 
el'ectpd a large saw milL This business he carried 
on until the country was captured by the Federals 
in 1'-)63, when he sold his saw mill and l't:,tul'ned to 
Little Rock. Mr. 'Vassf'll was a party in a case 

to he tried, and his attorney insisting Oll a certain 
lil1f> of pl'Oof contrary to 1\11'. ,rassell's judgment, 
it resulted in the attorney' 8 withdrawal from the 
case; and the case heing called at thi8 junctnrp, 
Mr. Wassell acted as his own attulTlPY, by leave of 
the court, though he was at that time not a lawyE'r. 
Mr. 'Ya8sell gained a complete victor}, much to 
the surprise of his former counsel. His ability of 
a legal kind thus displayed led hi~ friends to urge 
upon him the practice of law, which after prepa 
ration he undertook about 1870, and enjoyed a 
large and lucrative practice; his success as a law 
yer being, principally, marked by victories gainerl 
against the opinions and belief of what other at
torneys viewed as the law of cases. He was one 
of the originators of the 1\IemphiR & Little Rock 
Railroad, the founder of the deaf-mute in5titute, of 
which he was its fin.,t president; he, with indiviJ 
ual means, providing for the euucation of several 
deaf IDutes. Mr. ,Vassell was 31so the first pret>i 
dent of the Home ,Yater Company, and during the 
reconstruction period was appointed mayor of the 
city by President Johnf-ion. Under his adminis
tration the city hall wa'3 built, the fir~t tire engine 
bought, the first grading of streets commenced 
(on West Markham and Center), and 1\-1r. 'Yassell 
was one of four registrars appointed to register the 
voters of Arkansas, and wa5 chairman of the board. 
He was also the representative of the Dun JUercan
tile Agency in Little Rock up to the time they 
ebtablished an agenc)r in that city. and was also 
vice presid ent of the First National Bank fO!' a 
great many years. He practiced law with great 
t>uccess up to the time of his death, in 1"'lSI. at the 
age of sixty seven years. He was strictly an inde 
pendent man, and attributed all of his snCC8ss to 
industry and perseverance. 1\11'. 'rassell was one 
of the founders of the Christ Episcopal Church of 
this city, and was senior warden of the same from 
it" foundation almost np to the time of his Jl:'atb. 
He never used tobacco or liquor of any kinJ. 1\11'. 
and 1\1rs. V..rassell were the parent'> of eight chi1 
dren, uf whom four are now living: Rehecca E. 
(wife of ',"illiam 1\I. Randolph, a prominent at· 
tornpy, of JUemphis, Tpml.), AlLert. Samlwl S. and 

Herbert. The mother is "til] living awl resitles ill t 
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Little Rock, enjoying remarkably good health for 
une of her age, seventy four years. 8he is a native 
of Delaware. Albert, the eldest sun, is a lawyer 
by profession, but has not yet engaged in active 
practicf'. He was married, in 1877, tu 1\1i08 Leona 
H. McAlrnent, of Little Rock, a daughter of Dr. 
Oorrydon J'\1cAlmeIlt. Four chiluren were boru 
to thio union, of whom two are now living: Cory 
and Ruth. J'\1r. 'Yassell is a member of the Christ 
Episcopal Church, and his wife is a Presbyterian. 
Samuel S., the second son, is a practicing attorney 
of this city. He was born in Little Rock, in 1834:, 
and was educated at Cornell University, from 
which institution he graduated in 187G. He then 
went to :l\1emphis, Tenn.. and read law in the office 
of Randolph, Hammond & Joruan. In 1'377 the 
junior partner withdl'ew from the firm and Mr. 
'Vassell took his place, changing the firm name to 
Randolph, Hammond & 'Yassell. The yf'llow fever 
epidemic uf 1878 forced them to leave the city, and 
J'\1r. 'Vassell returnE'd to Little Rock, whE're he was 
admitted to practice and has since been engaged. 
His office is located in the Wassell Block, a building 
erected by himsE'lf and brother HPrbert. In April, 
1871'3, he was married to Miss Elizabeth McCon 
aughE'Y, a daughter of J. W. :lHcUonaughey. This 
union gave them three children: Frallk J., Samuel 
Mc. and James Bracy. Herbert, the youngest son, 
is engaged in the real estate business, and is also 
managPl" of his mother' f> property and the real 
estate left by his father. He i" yet unmarried, 
and, like his brothel'S, if, a memLer of Christ Epis
copal Ohurch. 

Claibourne \Vatkins, JH. D., is a descendant of 
one of the oldest families of Little Hock, his 
grandfather, J'\laj. I~mac 'Vatkins, who emigrated 
to the ~tate from Kelltncky, ill 11)21, having 1)e
cume one of the first settlen:l of this city. HiA 
son, Hon. George Claibourne Watkim" was born in 
Shelhyville, Ky., anel became the third chief jns 
tice of Arkansas. The foundatiun of hi:.. legal 
E'ducatiun was laid at Yale College, Connecticut. 
In 1'):17 he returned from Yale Oollp~e ripe ill 
scholarly attainments for one so yonng, and waf, 
immecliately taken into partnership with Cbester 
Ashley, who, in his knowledge of law, was withoLlt 
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a poeI' in the State. 1\1r. WatkinH was an arduous 
HtudE'nt, aua rORe in his Frofm,sion with astonish 
ing rapidity, being elected at the early age of 
thirty ypan-, to the ufHce of attornt~y general of the 
~tate, resigning at t be end of two years to make 
room for a professional friend_ In 18;)2 he was 
elected chief justice of the supreme court, resign
ing this po:-;ition also at the end of two years, 
owing to the death of his legal partner, J amps JH. 
Curran. Before leaving the bench hf' settlp(l many 
arrears in business, which he Lad funnd on taking 
the office, ano. unhesitatingly expressed his views 
on many important quef,tions, mallY of which (ac
cording to high authority) have never been over
ruled. He was a zealou,-> Confederate during the 
war, and three of his f,on'-i fought for the Southern 
cause. His oldest E,on waH promoted from the rankR 
to the po~ition of lieutenant colouel of the Eighth 
Arkansas Volunteers, and fought, without receiv
ing a WOl1llo., in eighteen hard battles, but, in his 
twenty~seconc1 year, fell at the head of his COlll
mand, in the battle of Atlanta. Judge Watkins 
was married. in 18-1-1, to Miss Mary Crease, her 
death occurring ill 1'333. His second wife was 
Mrs. Sophia Curran, a daughter of William S. 
Fulton. In 11)72 Judge \Yatbns' overtaxed ener 
gies gave way, ana his friends thought it aclvisa 
ble to give him a change of srene. He was taken 
to the springs of Virginia and afterward to 0010 

rado, being attended by his son, Dr. Claibourne 
\Y atkins, but hif'> vital forces could not be recl"111tec1, 
and he died in the city of St. Louis, while on his 
way home, Decpmber 7, 1Q73. Dr. Olaibourne 
,Yatkins was a son by his first wife, and was born 
in Littl/:' Rock, in 18-14. After receiving a com
mon school education hE' sllpplernenteo. this by at 
tending a college in Marylanu, and would ha,ye 
tak/:'Il a degree in lett(>rs and Rciellce bnt for the 
opening of the Rebellion- HE' dropped his studies 
to aid the Southern can"5e, and became a member 
of the Eleventh Arkamlas Regiment. being capt
ured S0011 after at I"land No. 10. He remained a 
prisoner ~ix months, was then exchanged and be
came a member of Price' 8 army, but wao captured 
a second time at Port Hudson. He made hi~ es
cape from pri~on at New Orleans, and joined Tay
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lor's army at MobilE', snrrendering at thE' close of 
the Wal', at Jackf3on, Miss., at that time holding 
the rank of captain, to which pOF>ition he had lH'('n 

pl'omoted from a private. He returned to Little 
Rock, and entered the GovernmeIlt hospital, and in 
18G8 graduated from the J efferRon Medical College. 
Since that timE' he has Wall hi'-1 way to the front, 
and the reputation which he hears thronghout thE' 
State is well desE'rvE'd. His wife, who was a Miss 
.IHildrE'd Farley, was born in MisF>issippi, tbeir 
union taking plare in St. Louis, 1\10. They havE' 
four children: Annie, IHary, l\lildred and Gf'rtrucle. 

J. M. Watkins, physician, Littlf' Rock, Ark. 
Dr. Watkins is a young man of decided intellectual 
ability, is ever ready to obey the call of all classf's, 
and is in truth a physician of thorough learning, 
and one who has bE'en very SUCCE'%ful. Originally 
from Izard County, Ark., where his birth occurred 
in 1850, he received his literary education in La 
Cross, Izard County, and studied medicine under 
hiR father at that city for some time. He then 
gradllatE'd from the well-known and far famed Van 
derbilt University, in ] 8S2, thoroughl} prepared to 
enter actively upon the discharg8 of his profes
sional duties, and located at LaCross, where he 
practiced six years. Going to Lee County he re 
mained only a short time when his health failed and 
he was obliged to comE' to Little Rock. Here he 
has resided sincE' February, 1SHU. He is a member 
of the Arkansas State Medical Society, Pulaski 
County Medical Society and other medical as
sociations. He owns considerahle real ef'tate in Lit 
tIe Rock His father, O. F. '''atkins, is a native 
of TE'nnessee, receiving his education in Franklin, 
that State. He graduated from Louisville l Tniver 
sity, and later married the mothpr of the subject 
of this ;-;ketch, 1\li8S IiJEzabeth 1\Iartin, who bore 
him twelve children, ten now living. The father 
then located in Alabama, bnt later came west and 
made his home in Izard County, where he has re 
sided since 1S44. He has been retired since the 
close of the war, and has given his time to farm
ing and stock raising. being one of the largest 
land ownprs in his county. The mother is Rtill liv 
ing. Grandfather ,ratkins was born iu N 01 th Caro 
lina, was of Irish descE'nt, was a fanner, and dieu 

near Naf->hville at the agE' of eighty years. He was 
the owner of a good propt:'rty. Grandfathel' ~Ial' 

tin was from l\Iissouri, came to ArkansaR and 10 
cateu in Izard Count), where he died in ]848. 

Dr. J. P. Webb, a well known citizen and 
prominent chair mannfacturer of Little Rock, was 
horri in Oaldwell County, Ky., in ] 881, and is a 
Han of Charles H. and Cassandra (Ford) ,rebb, 
both natives of the same State. Tlw father wat, 
on,· of the leading physicians in Prillceton, Ky., 
and in fact considered one of the most skillful in 
that part of tht:' State. Hi~ death occurred in 
1844 at the age of fifty YE'ars. while the mother 
survived him until the yem' 18GG, shOl'tly after 
the Ci" iI 'Val' had ended. They were the parents 
of nine children, of whom thr0e daughterH and one 
son are yet living. J. P. ,Yebb wa~ reared in Lis 
native county and graduated from the old Cum
berland College at Princeton. Choosing medicine 
as hiH profession, he commencecl that study in the 
office of the noted Dr. James A. Carr, and a]so 
attended medical lectures at the Uniyersity of 
Louisville, Ky., from which institute he graduated 
in 1~51, although he nf'ver practicE'u auy but 
simply used hiH knowledge of medicine for hi:-. own 
benefit, and a natural desire to know the secrets of 
that pl'ofession. In early life the Doctor was E'n 
gaged in the commIssion business for eight yearfl, 
and afterward spent ten years in the dry-goodR 
business with great success. His next venture waH 
in :-.teamboating on the Cumberland, Tennessee 
and Ohio Rivers until 18GH, when he came to 
Littlf' Rock. where he embarked in the wholesale 
boot and shoe business, but was forced to sell out 
~onH' tim€> later, on account of his wife'R failing 
health, and l"8turn to KE'ntucky, where she dipd. 
On his return to Little Rock h0 formf'd a partner 
ship with 1\11'. T. ,Yo 'Vilson. in the book and sta
tiom'ry business, under the firm uame of '''il'3on 
& \Vebb. and continued at that with success for 
eighteen yE'ars, selling out the busmess in l\lay 
18g~. The Doctor then be-came intf'rested in til~ 
manufacture of chairs, and has heen secretary and 
treasnrer of the Little- Rock Chair Compau}' since 
its ineol'pOratioIl. Dr. 'Yebb was marrietl to Miss 
Nannie l\Iachen. wbost' father, Frank 1\Inehpn, was l 
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one of the largest planters in Caldwell Oonnty, 
Ky., b€'for€' the war. One child was born to thiR 
nnion, Augusta. J\lrs. 'Vebb llie!l in 1 S7\). 'rhE' 
Doctor is of a modeRt and retiring natufe, and it 
is only his intimate friends who are cognizant of 
the kin<lly, affectionate spirit he p08sess€'fl. He is 
a citizen of unexcelled standing and true worth. 

j 

E, C. W€'hrfritz, one of tu.e hest known citizens 
of Little Hock and proprietor of the Pnion l\Iachine 
'"orh~ of that place, is a native of Germany, and 
was born in Binge[] on the Rhine. vVhen a boy 
fourteen year..:; old bE' was apprf'nticed to the rna 
chinist's trade, ann remained at it for three year8. 
He then went to England, and found employment 
at hib trade for one year, and in ] So..! came to 
America. locating first in St. Lonis, where be l"€' 
f'ided for abont eight years, Finding the oppor 
tnnities in St. Louis for a poor man were few and 
far between, bp moved to Little Rock, and after 
noting the enterprifle and rapid growth of that 
city. be concluded to remain. He fhst obtajnf'd a 
pOf-,ition with :Messrs. D. R. Wiug & Co., and was 
soon after made foreman of thl? macbinist and 
foundry department, remaining with them seven 
YE'ars. For thp next eighteen montbs hEl wa'3 E'>n
gineer of the Home 'Yater Company, and at the 
pnd of that period weut witL R. L. Cohb & Co., 
assisting in the organization of tu.e Southwestern 
FonnJry and 1\Ia('binl? Works. 1\1r. \Yehrfritz soon 
retired from this finn, and in July, 1qqrJ, with but 
little capital, hut any IIlllount of plurk and enter
prisl?, I?stabliHhl?d tbp present industry, wbieh is now 
one of tLI? best pa) illg in Littlp Rock. He also owns 
SOlllE' city propert: in good loca1itif>s, and several 
lot-> in the famous suml1wr resort, Mount N9bo. 
His rt-".,idence and sLops aff> comhined, making 
them convenipnt to each othl?r, as lw is a man 
who gives the strictest attention to his bnsineRs. 
.lVlr. vVehrfritz servE'>c1 onl? term as alderman of the 
First ward. being elected by :3()0 majority. In 
E.ecret societies he is a memlwr of Barbara Lodge 
No. 1~. K. of P., and jR Past Chancl?llor Com 
manclN of that lodgl? He alRo belongs to Gel' 
mania Lodge No. \110, K. of H., in which he. is 
Past Dictator, and the A. O. r. W., being Past 
]\1 t \\' 1 a1 1 iR presidl?llt of Little Hock 
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Turn Verein and director of the Mechanics' Loan 
and Buikling Association. 

-W illiam G. \\'bipple, mayor of Little Rock, 
was born at \r al'ehou~e PoiIlt, on thp Connecticut 
Riv€'r, Conn., on Angm,t 4, ] '-l84, and is a son of 
William J. ana Pannplia Cook (Woodward) "'bip 
pie, of UOUlwcticnt and 1\Inssa£>hns8tis, rE'spf'ct
ively. The father was a pl'Omin€'Ilt citizen, who 
died in Jt:573, at the age of sixty foul' Yf:'an, , while 
the motber died in ] ~()1, at the age of fifty years. 
The family of the latter were noted for their Ion 
gevity, a number of them ypt living, anll an over 
eighty years of age. ,"illiam G. Whipple is one 
of the most intellectual lllen in Little Rock. He 
received a snperior education in his ;"outh and 
early manhood, first graduating hom the \\' ilbra
ham Academy, in l\iassachuF,etts, in lR52, and 
then attending and graduating from tbe ,Yesleyan 
University, Middletown, Conn. Choo"ing law for 
his profession, he entered the Albany Law School 
at Albany, N, Y., and alter his grauuatioll went to 
Milwaukee. Wis., where he commenced practicing. 
and remained until 1568. Dnribg that time he 
was R candidate for the United States prosecuting 
attorneyship for Milwaukee County, but his party 
being in thE' minority be was thus defeated by bis 
opponent. In 1868 he went to Little Rock, anll 
shortly afterward was appointed UIlited States 
district attorney, serving in tbis officp with dis 
tinction for tlUE'E' years. He resnmed his practicE' 
at the end of that time, and for five years was a 
partner of Judge Yonley. In 1RCS7 Mr. Whipple 
was elected mayor of Little Rock on a non parti 
san ticket, and without opposition, and in 1q~9 
was 1'e- elected on the same ticket with a majority 
of OV('>r ] G, COO. His administration ha~ been one 
tbat gave satiHfaction to the peoplf> in almost every 
detail, and has brought about numberle<;R reforms. 
On September], ] ~87, electTic lighting was intro
c1ncl?d into thl? ('ity, by which twice the area for 
Illerly lighted by gas is now lighted by electricity, 
at one half the former expense. ThE' plant cost 
the city $27,000, and is rUll at an annual expense 
of $6,000. There are 112 lamps of 2,000 candle 
power each, and five towers consisting of five lamps 
each in different parts of the city. Since 1CSCSi the 
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stl'eets bave been paved with granite blocks, mac 
adam and gravel, rour miles in the heart of the 
city, and eight miles achlitional at differpnt point.,; 
have just been com plpted, beside", several miles in 
course of construction. Besides this about sixty 
miles of brick, stone and concrete sidewalk have 
been built, and nine liew sewer difltricts openf'd, 
making a total of nineteen sewer dif.tricts now in 
the city. The city has purchased, recently. an 
Aveling &, Porter steam roller to pave their streets 
with, weighing twelve tons and costing $3,800. 
For over forty years a town branch" cut off" had 
been talkeJ about, bnt nothing definite had eyer 
come of it until the new administration took hold 
of things, and in June, ] CSR8, this project was car 
ried out. It is six feet in diameter, and carries 
away a large amount of water from the tm\li 
branch, thereby saving an overflow in the busine!-'s 
portion and considerable valuable property that 
would otherwise be carried away or damaged by 
water. Since :1\1a)'or 'Whipple bas taken the reins 
of government, tbe city has imbihed a new spirit of 
enterprise and improvement, and among other 
tbings a dummy railway has been constructed 
about three miles in length within the past eight
een months. The mayor takes a depp interest in 
immigration, and also tbe financial condition of the 
city. Under his administration tbe city bonded 
debt has heen refunded, amounting to $] oj, 000, 
and beariDg interest at 6 per cent, and would 
have fallen due within the next ten years, but it 
has now been refunded at ] 0 pel' cent, on twenty 
years' bonds a creditable showing. Little Rock 
call only assess a 5 mill tax, while Forth 'Yorth 
assesses 15 mills, San Antonto 12 and Dallas 
receives $1 H(),OOO, where Little Rock only gets 
$37,000 ill taxes. ",Yith tbis small assessment, 
however, the city has always enough to pay cur 
rent expenses, although Little Rock was behveen 
$:3,000 and $-!.,OOO in debt for current expenses 
when Mayor 'Yhipple took charge of his office. 
His administration has been a success in every 
sense, and he has filled the office of mayor with 
commanding dignity and wisdom. He is jnnior 

j 
warden of Trinity Oathenral (Episcopal). and has 
been chancellor f01' three tel'ms of three years each 

of the Episcopal Diocese. In secret societies lle 
is a Master Mason, and also a member of Knights 
of Hon()r. :[\1ayo1' ",,'hippIe was married in 1870 
to 1\1i<.;s Mary S. Dodge, a daughter of Dr. R. L. 
Dodge, an old and respected citizen of Little Rock. 
They have onp son, Durand, eighteen years old, 
who graduated from the Little Rock University in 
the class of 1':S8U, and is now reading law in his 
father's office. To 1\la~ 01' 'Whipple's pnterprise 
and business sagacity is largely due the present 
state of prugress and prosperity that bas fallen to 
Little Rock. He is a gentleman of higb honor and 
sound jUdgment, and eDjo~ s the confidence of the 
people to a marked degree. 

001. Beverly D. ,r illiams, widely known by 
reaSOll of hi!-' prominence as a planter of Pulaski 
Oounty, now residillg in Little Rock, was born in 
Perryville, Boyle Couuty, Ky., and is a son of Will
iam S. Williams, a native of tbe same county, and 
a printer who learned his trade under Amos Ken
dall, afterwanl postmaster general of the United 
States. The older ",Yilliams moved from Kentucky 
to TenDessee in 18-!.0, locating at Memphis, where 
he resided and carried on a su('cessful land bu;i 
ness until his ueatb, in ] SGO. He was married to 
Miss Harriet Dickerson, of Stafford County, Va., 

by whom be had three children, one dying in in 
rancy: :lUarion 'V. (who was the wife of Hial S. 
King, and died at 1\1emphis in I8G;)) and Beverly 
D. (the principal of this sketch). rrhe mother died 
in Kentucky in the year 1830. Beverly D. 'Vill
iams was born on Jnl}~ 182~, and received a 
somewhat limiteu education in his youth on account 
of the few schools in his native place at that period. 
In 184-1 he was marripd to JUiss Narcissa B. :lUitch 
ell, a danghter of Judge James P. :Mitchell, hut 
lust this wife at Orab Orcbard, Ky.. who died in 
115nb. In the fall of 1872 Col. \Yilliams was mar 
ried to hib second wife, Mrs. Annie 1\1. 'Yaters. 
widow of Dr. John 'Yaters, of 1\[el1lpbis, and a 
grandfather of Mr. Felix Gound)~. Four cbildren 
were born to his first marriage, all of whom are 
living: Parthenia (wife of S. P. Fort, of Brinkley, 
Ark.). Harriet (wife of George 'V. Batterton, of 
Danville, Ey.), Hammond O. (clerk of the court 
of Pulaski Oount~T) and Emma (wifp of .Panl Tuck, 
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rE'siding in IVlemphis, Tenn.). 1\1rs. "\YilliamR has 

onE' son by her first marriage, Dr. John 'Yaters, 
of Little Rock. In 18..t.~ l\Ir. \Yilliam8 wao, ap 
pointed llepnty sheriff of Boyle Oounty, Ky., an<l 
in 1'3-1-+ became high sheriff of the' samE' county. 
In 1\)-1-0 he was again appointed deputy shE'riff an<l 
re elE'cted in 1&4,8. At the expiration of his term 
he commencE'd plalltillg, buL in the meantime had 
studiecllaw under Judge Mitchell, and was admit 
ted to the bal', in 1b4:0. He practiced law and con 
tinne 1 in his planting enterprises for a short time, 
bnt in 1858 he 'went to Louisville, Ky., where he 
became engagE'cl in pork packing with the firm of 
Onsley, Kenwood & Co. He remained in this 
business for three years, and then went to Leaven 
worth, Kas., to take cbarge of wbat was known as 
"The Pike's Peak Expf.'dition," becoming agent and 
general manager for Messrs. Jones &; Cm-twright 
and :iUajs. Russe1l & 'Yalldell. He left Leaven 
worth on April 1, 18;)11, with instructions to go to 
Fort Riley and Junction Oity, and then strike out 
for Denver, Colo .. the nearest and best route ac
cording to hi'3 own judgment. Aftpl' leaving J unc
tion Cit.y, he wa."i instructed to leave seven men, 
one WOIllan and twelve muleb at pach station of 
twenty five miles apart nntil bl? reached Dellveri 
tho~e left behind to be snpplied with tents and 
provisions, and to make these places stations for a 
a stage route to be subsequently ef>tablished. The 
expedition reached Denvel' May 12, having started 
with] (50 mell, women ann chjlul'eD, antI 4,00 mules, 
besides forty wagons and i-ltages that had started 
on his track and overtook him })pfore he arrived at 
Dpnvpr. Upon reaching that city, he Rent the 
fitages back thns p:-,tablishing HlP only stage line 
lwtween Lpavenworth and Denvpr, tllP trip being 
made in from spven to nine da:"s. Col. 'Williams 
abo had ord(>rs from the company to establish 
beadquarters at flome ('onvenipnt place, nn(}, ae 

C'onlingly, hI" pnrchar.eJ about 1,700 lots ill the 
heart of Denvf>r. These :-,ame lots are now vah1Pd 
at $;), (lO(), O()O. 'Vhile in Colorado, Col. ". illiams 
examined the go1<..1 mines at Gregory, RURsPll'R 
Gnlch and other points, purchasing all the goIa

form 
rlnst he could buy, which he had melted into the 

of a bric'k, <1.11<1 flent to LeavenwOl th, whE'l'e 

it waR placeu on exhibition, and first proved to the 
world the actnal wealth to hr fonnd in Colorado. 
Col. Williams 1'1?1lHtinec1 with tllf' stagp company 
for ahout eight montbs, and in tllP meantime a 
PI'ovincial Govprnllll?nt ha(l UpPIl forillOtl for the 
}l80p10 of the (thPll) rrPlTitory of J effpl'SOIl, now 
Colorado. A legislative hody was ca.lle<cl togethE'l' 
amI pnt the Territorial GoverllI1lPut maebinpl'Y in 

motion. Col. ·WilJiallH'l was plecte(l by the peopl8 

as a delegate to Congress, for the purpOE>E' uf ob 
taining from that body recognition for the people 
as a regular Territory of t1e United States. He 
remained in 'Vasbington during the whole of the 
XXXVIth Congl'ess, and in February, 1861, their 
object was flttained, the Territory acqniring the 
name of Colorado. The Colonel then returned to 
that place, and was nominatell by tllP Democratic 
party for re election, but was defeated by hif> op 
pODent, Hiram P. Bennett, on the Republican 
ticket. In ]862 001. ,Yilliams returned to Ken 
tucky and enlisted in the F01.1Tth Regiment of Ken 
tucky Volunteer Infantry, Federal army. as first 
lieutenant. and was immediately detailed as quar
termaster to go on the staff of Gen" James H. 
Jackson. He remained in this capacity until the 
battle of Perryville, where Gpn. Jackson was killed. 
and Lient. Williams was tb8n appointed captain 
by President Lincoln, and assigned to the staff of 
Gen. Alex McDowell, serving with distinction until 
the close of the. war. On that occasion he was 
ordered to St. Louis /is a mustering out officer. and 
in the spring of 18()3, was stationed at Benton Bar
l'ackR, mustering ont all the troops nndpr Gen. 
Bonneville, and in Septemher of the same ypar, he 
was himself mustered ont. III November, 18()5, 
he located at l\iemphis, Tenn.. and was appointed 
secn:.tary and trea~ureT of tlw Memphis & Little 
Rock Railway, and remained with that road for 
eight years in dlfferent rapacitjes, and when the 
road waR completed, ill 1~12, he hrought the fin:;t 
through train from l\Ipmphis to Little Hock. Col. 
,r illiams retired from railroading in 1C573, and en 
gaged in planting cotton on his wife's plantation 
in Jefferson County, Ark. in which pnrsuit he bas 
continued to the present time. In 1~15 he pur 
chased a fint' resiJence on the corner of Fourth t 
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and Ringo Streets, from Col. Logan H. Roots, and 
moved into it with his family. His plantation now 
consists of 1,100 acres in cotton and 300 acres in 
corn, oats and other graill. In 1881 Col. Williams 
was elected a member of the legislature from Pu 
laski Oonnty. and served one term. He is at pres
ent a prominent member of the "Old Hickory 
Olub," one of the leading Democratic organizations 
in Arkansas. In religious faith, Col. "Williams 
and wife are members of the Presbyterian Church. 

Hammond Orne Williams, county clerk, Little 
Rock Ark. The subject of this sketch has been 
so prominently identified with the interests of 
Pulaski County, as to render him well and favor 
ably known, while his official career has demon
strated him to be one of thE' most capable and 
efficient of public sE'rvants, whose integrity and 
honesty of purpose is unquestioned. He owes his 
nativity to Boyles County, Ky., where his birth 
occurred on October 12, 1845, he being the third 
in a family of four children born to Beverly D. and 
Narcissa B. (Mitchell) ,Yilliams. [See sketch of 
father.] Hammond Orne "Villiams attended the 
common schools of Kentucky until the beginning 
of the war, and in 1865 was a student at the com 
mercial college at Dayton, Ohio. where he com
pleted his edncational advantages. In 1\Iay, 1866, 
he came to Arkansas, landing at Devall's Bluff, 
where his father was then residing. The next day, 
and when twenty years of age, he was appointed 
express messenger and the United States mail 
agent on the Memphis &, Little Rock Railroad from 
Devall's Bluff to Little Rock. where he continued 
until December 1, of the same year. He then 
changed to a position of the same character on the 
John B. Davis Steamboat Line, running from 
l\lemphis to Jacksonport on the "'hite River, 
making one trip per week. He remained thus 
employed for two years, and was then appointed 
railroad agent at Devall's Bluff, and also agent for 
all steamboats running up 'YLite River. On Sep
tember 1, 1872. he engaged in merchandising, but 
still continues as steamboat agent. On October 
13, 1874, he closed out his business to his partner, 
and was elected sheriff of Prairie County, serving 

~'-::his.:apaCitY for two terms. On November 1, 

1889, he moved to Little Rock, and became check 
clerk for the l\If'mphis & Little Rock Railroad at 
Argenta acting as such for three years, He has 
since been employE'd by several railroad and trans
fer companies in a like capacity. On :lUarch 12, 
188G, he was appointed deputy sheriff by Robert 
W. 'Yorth, the sheriff of Pulaski County, to take 
charge of a posse of men to guard railroad 
property during the railroad strike of that year. 
On April 9, l\Ir. \" illiams was attacked by a 
large number of men and received numerous 
wounds. After recovering he received the nomi
nation for county clerk from the Democratic 
party, on July 13, 1886, being elected by a major 
ity of over 900 votes, on September 6. In] 888 
he was re elected to the same office by the oppos
ing party. 1\11'. 'Y illiams was married December 
8, 1869, to 1\1iss Jennie L. Sylvester, of Arkansas 
County, Ark.. a daughter of Capt..John Sylvester, 
an old steamboat captain, and niece of Capt. 
James A. Sylvester, who captured Gen. Santa 
Anna in the Mexican War, in 1846. Her mother 
was a native of Massachusetts, and at an early day 
the family moved to Tennessee. After the father's 
df'ath the mother married Col. ,V. H. Halliburton, 
who is at present a member of the legislature from 
Arkansas County, and in that county she is still 
residing To the marriage of JHr. and 1\Irs. Will 
iams were born four children, a daughter and three 
sons, all living: Mary, Beverly D., Jr.. Hammond 
0., Jr., and Jake B. l\Ir. 'Yilliams is a member 
of the K. of P. and of the Masonic fraternity. 

Elias C. \Y ilson, a substantial farmer and stock 
man of Pulaski County. has been a resident of 
that county since 1856, and was born in South 
Carolina on March 19, 1825. His parents were 
J esse and "Margaret (\Yest) Wibon, the father 
born in Virginia and movE'd to South Carolina 
with his parents when only three years old. 
Shortly after their arrival in that State the parents, 
Isaac and Melanie Wilson. died, and their children 
were bound out. J esse was reared OD a farm and 
married in South Carolina. In 1853 he moved 
with his family to Arkansas, where he commenced 
farming and became a prosperous and well known 

resident lfitil hiB death in 188~. The \yil=-,~ 
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ramily are or Englibh descent, thE-if forerathfll's 
settling in Jamestown, Va., at a very E'arly day. 
Isaac \Y ilson was a solJier in the Revolutionary 
"\r aI', and won golden opinions rrom his sup8rior 
officers in tll(> :-.tnlggle against the mother f'ol1ntry. 
Nine children were horn to J f>s:-,e Wilsoll and his 
wire, all or whom lived to maturity and were mar 
Tied, and six yet Iivillg: Elias U., Major, Magness, 
Tbomas and John. Elias waH thE' oldest, and was 
reared and edueated in South Carolina, where he 
was also married in Ih.J() to Miss Jane Pierce. 
His wiff' died in 1562. after their removal to Arkan
sas, leaving four children, or whom two are yet 
living: John F. (a prominent merchant in Little 
Rock) and 'William \Y. (who resides in San Anto
nio. Texas.) In 1866 Mr. "\Yilson was again mar 
ried, his second wife being a pleasant and attract 
i ve widow lady of Pulaski County, 1\11's. Tennessee 
(McCraw) Bell, a daughter of 1\1r. and Mrs. 
:l\lcCraw, or South Carolina, who were among the 
early settlers of Arkansas. By this maniage Mr. 
Wilson and his wife had nine children, or whom 
seven are' yet living: Bettie, Randolph, Elias, 
Joseph, Hattie, Thomas and Nannie. Mr. \Yi]son's 
first settlement was about ten miles above his 
present residence, where 118 has a large farm~ and 
three years later he bonght the land upon which 
he now resideR. He owns l~ O':SO acres altogether~ 
and bas placed 430 aC'res under cultivation. This 
has all been accumulated by hi~ own industry and 
good management, and hiH experience in farming 
has enabled him to seled the finest fioil in that 
locality. It is well waterpd by springs. beoides 
several good wel1s that he has built himf',plf~ and is 
well adapted for stock raising purposeR. In] ':Sol 
1\lr. \-Yilson ('nlir-,ted in Company C, of the FOllrth 
Arkansas Infantry, and gave three years' active 
sen ice to the Oonfpderacy. HE" accompanied 
Gen. Prir-e in bis raids through l\lissonri awl took 
part in many ellgagemellt~. In all of his battles 
he was never wounded, although expobed to the 
hottest fire. and he was equally as fortunate in 
ef::>caping from sickness. In 1\1arch, 18()-1-, his 
company was disbanded, and he returned to his 
home nncl family to Pl1joy thl::' peace a soldier loves 
so well after a long and arduous campaign. In 
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politics Mi'. \Vilson is a Democrat, find cast his 
Hrst presidential votp for Buchanan. He is one 
of Pnlaski County'r-, most enterprising citizeu."l, and 
a mall of int/:'ogrity and truth, and enjoys a wiclp
sprf'ad popularity. Mr. and :l\Irs. \\' ilson hoth 
attCllHl the Methodist Episcopal Ohurch, Sonth. 

D. R ~\ying, senior mf'llllwr of the well-known 
Lllanufacturing firm of D. H. Wing & 00.. i-; a 
native of Oswego, N. Y., and waR parly in life 
instructed in the machinist'R art, being regularly 
indentured to the Lake Ontario Iron \Y orks, then 
one of the largest machine Rhops in the State. In 
1858, after serving his full term of appn'nt1ce
ship, he left to travel through the South. and after 
a tour of inspection of the principal manufacturing 
centers from Richmond, Va., to New Orleans, he 
decided to try hi8 fortunes in Central America. 
After visiting Yucatan anel British Honduras, he 
finally landed at Truxido, Spanish Honduras, 
where, together with bis companions, he waR placed 
under military surveillance on suspicion of being 
a fillibuster, Gen. \Yalker with his army then be
ing in Nicarauga, the adjoining State. After the 
expiration of thirty days, he was rurnished with 
passports and permitted to go into the interior, , 
being limited to tho department of Olancho, where 
he war; f'mployed in placer mining with moderate, 
success. Returning to the States he finally located 
at Atlanta, Ga., and ent8l'ed the service of the 
'Yestern & Atlantic Railroad, then, as now, owned 
and operated by the Stat!'" and was connected with 
the mechanical uepartment of the road for ten 
ypars. In the winter of 1868, he came to Little 
Hock, Ark., in the capacity of master mechanic of 
the Memphis & Little Rock Railroad, remaining 
with that company five years, after which he 
HUed the same position with the Little Rock & 
Fort Smith Railroad for four years, and then as
sociateo himself with O. E. Stephens and founded 
the present firm, taking entire charge of the 
molding alld machinery dElpal'tments. As an 
eVIdence of the masterly minds that control this 
manufactory, the business has grown from its in
fancy to one of the largest industries in the South 

west, and sends its products all over the Southern t 
country. Mr. \\' ing is active in city affairs, being , 
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alderman from the first waru, is a gentleman of 
sterling worth, and one of Little Rock's most en
terprising citizens. HiR word is recognizeu as 
authority in the iron circles of Arkansas, and he 
is always in the front rank in forwarding the pro 
gress of his adopted State. 

Fred 'YoHen:; , the manager of the Tennessee 
Brewing Agency, Little Rock, Ark., came orig 
inally frum the Kingdom of Prussia, Germany, 
where his birth occurred in 1832. When fourteen 
years of age, he left for America Lo join his parents, 
who had preceded bim in 1853, and on arriving 
here he was sent to Blackburn College two terms. 
After this he teamed for some time, and then 
learned the cooper's trade, working as an appren 
tice three years. He then became foreman of tbe 
cooperage established by his father at Carlinville, 
111., and subsequently proprietor of the same, work 
ing in all sixteen years. At the end of this time he 
went to :lHemphis, entered tbe employ of the Ten 
nessee Brewing Association, and so highly did 
they esteem his services, that after two years he 
was placed as general agent over the agency es
tablished for their business in that place. He 
was married in November, 1874, to Miss Eugene 
Zaepffel, who was originally from Alsace, France, 
where ber birth occurred in 1854, and three chil 
dren are the result of this union: Hellen, Oscar 
and Nellie. Mr. Wolters is the oldest of seven 
children born to his parents: Henry (in Little 
Rock), Lizzie (is the wife of Eugene Glaekler), 
Gussie (is in Memphis, Tenn.), AlbE'rt (is engaged 
in the grain business in IllinoiR), Bernard (is ill 
the drug bnsinesH in Havana, In.) and Oharles (has 
the old cooper shop in Illinois). The father's name 
was Fl'ed. Wolters. 

\Y. B. \Vorthen, a prominent banker, brokE'r 
and real estate dealer of Little Rock, is of En~ 
glish-"" elsh descent, and was born in Arkansas, 
on September 17, 1852, as the son of George A. 
and J-1ouisa B. (Booker) Worthen. 1\11'. and Mrs. 
Worthen, who were natives of Kentucky, came to 
Arkansas in an early day, and settled in Little 
Rock when it was in its primitive state. His edu
cation, so far as schools were concerned, was com 
pleted in the freshman' ['; course in St. John's 
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College, but he has always been a great student, 
and is thoroughly posted on the topics of the day. 
After he left school, he joined a surveyor's and 
civil engineering corps, aiding to layoff several 
additions to Little Rock. Entering into D. F. 
Shall's real estate agency, he subsequently, after 
the death of Mr. Shall, formed a partnership with 
Gordon N. Peay, upon whose death, which oc 
curred some little time later, he associated himself 
with E. 'Y. Parker, and added banking and bro 
kerage to the real-estate business. Mr. Worthen 
has since bought MI'. Parker's interest, and is now 
the sole proprietor. The straightforward manner 
in which he carries on his business interests se
cures for him, what he well deserves, a liberal 
patronage. 1\11'."\Yorthen' s choice of a life part
ner has proved a very happy one. His wife is an 
attractive, accomplished lady, and a general favor
ite in her wide circle of friends and acquaintances. 
They have an interesting family of three children. 
Mr. Worthen is a member of the Knights of Honor 
and Royal Arcanum. In politics he is a Demo 
crat, and in all enterprises that betoken the good 
or growth of the country, his name is among the 
foremost. 

J. V. Zimmerman, whose career as a citizen 
and business man, as well tts one of the oldest resi
dents of Little Rock, dates from an early period 
(he having lived here for thirty-two years) was born 
in Montgomery County, Penn., and is a son of 
"\Villiam and l\fary Zimmerman, natives of the 
same State. The great-grandfather was a native 
or Holland, who came to America before the Revo
lution, and afterward took an active part in that 
eVf'nt. J. V. Zimmerman remained in tbe State of 
PennsyIvania until the year 1857, attenoing school 
at Norristown, and afterward learning the jeweler's 
trade with the firm of Leibert & Brown, manufact
luing jewelers. His natural aptitUde and quick 
perception soon put him in full knowledge of his 
art, which his employers were not slow in finding 
out, and though a young man, he was placed in 
charge of the entire establishment, remaining with 
them until the year 1857. In June of that year 
he arrived in Little Rock, and was engaged by Mr. 

D. U. l<'ulton, a prominent jeweler and wa:.~ 
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maker of that pE'riod, to take charge and manage 
his establishment. rrbiH be did with great success 
until the war, when he entered the service of the 
Oapitol Guard of Little Rock as sergeant. Dur 
iug the Rebellion he took part in the battle of tihi 
lob, after which event Gen. Haruee promot('d him 
to the l'ank of lieutenant, and Roon after that gen
eral's forces were f€>organized he joinetl Hintlman's 
command, and was assigneu to duty as a lienten 
ant of artill81'y in Oapt. ,Yo D. Blocker's battery. 
The promotion of Oapt. ,Yo D. Blocker to major 
also promoted Lieut. Zimmerman to the captaincy, 
in which capacity he served until the surrender. 
During Price's second raid through :Missouri Capt. 
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Zimmerman' ~ battery lost two guns, and Maj. 'Y. 
E. Woodrutf' s old battery was then consolidated 
with Oapt. Zimmerman's, which the latter com 
manded. After the war he returned to Little Rock 
and established himself in the jeweh'Y business on 
Markhatll Street, aud Capt. Zimmerman can now 
claim the distinction of being one of the olUef>t 
jewelers in the city, as well as one of its most sue· 
cessful business men. He was married in 18G7 to 
Miss Mary FIsher, a daughter of Jacob Fisher, of 
Texas, but formerly of Alabama. Three children 
have been born to this union: Julia, Jessie and 
Mary. The latter, a bright and interesting child, 
died at the age of five years. 

t 




thereof, and leaving it at a point about three miles 
north of its southeast corner. It is the largest 
stream in the cuunty, but is not navigable. Big 
and Little Mazarm, Bull Bayou, Olear Creek, 
North Fork, Blakely and other tributaries of thp 
Ouachita and Saline Rivers, are never failing 
water courses, and the valleys formed by them are 
excellent for small farms. The soil in the valleys 
is more or les:i alluvial, rich and proluctin', ano. 
the soil of the uplands, wherever they are level 
enough to be cultivated, is much more productive 
than its appearance indicates. 

It can not be considered a good agricultural 
connty, because of its being so mountainous that 
the greater part of its area is not susceptible of 
cultivation. The United States' census of 1880 
shows that in 1~79 its agricultural productions 
were 153.4036 bushels of Indian corn. 17,G3G bushels 
of oats, 7,4-i2 bushf'ls of wheat, 117 tons of hay. 
334: bales of cotton. 5.347 bushels of Irish potatoes. 
20.321 bushels of sweet potatoes, and 4.731 pounds 
of tobacco. The number of head of live stock then 
in the county was shown to be 1, 113 horses, 3-U 
mules and asses, 4, ()72 cattle. 1, 3U 1 sheep and 
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NEOUS STATISTICS-PERSONAL RECORD, ETC. 

All is the gift of industry: wbate'er 

Exalts, embellishes, and renders life 

Delightful.-Anon. 

ARLAND OOlTNTY, Ark., 
lies in the west central 
portion of tb E\ State, and 
is bounded north, by Yell, 
Perry and Saline Counties; 
east, by Saline and Hot 
Spring Counties; south, by 
the latter, and west by J\lont 

gomery. It contains an area of 624 
square miles, of wbich about one 
third is slightly improved and under 
fence. At least one haH of the area 
is mountainous and hilly, and the 
balance is composed of valleys and 
rolling uplands. The Ouacbita Val 
ley is from six to eight miles in wi<ith, 

and from twelve to fourteen in length) and is eom 
pletely surrounded with mountains. except where 
the river enters and leaves it. The county is 
drained by the Ouachita River and its tributaries, 
and some of the tributaries of the Saline River. 
The Ouachita flows through the county in a south 
easterly and easterly dil:ection. entering it a little 
north of the center of the western boundary 
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8,633 hogs. The soil, however, is good for the pro
duction of vegetables, immense quantities of which 
are raised for the Hot Springs market. FruitR, 
both large and small, of the kinds common to this 
latitude, succeed well when cultivated, but not 
much attention has as yet been given to horticult 
ure. Grapes can be produced in great abundance, 
and some of the native varieties are being grown 
on account of their excellence, the manufactnre of 
native wine also proving profitable. 

The cOllntry is heavily woodell on the mount 
ains and uplands with yellow pine and several 
varieti8s of oak, and ill the lower lancls and val
leys with sweet and black gum, sycamore, elm, etc. 
The pine timber is fine and abundant. For the 
want of transportation, not much timber has been 
consumed. It stands mostly, where the lands are 
not cleared, in its native state unculled. 

All kinds of mineral are believed to exist here, 
but none have been worked. Novaculite, f01' oil
stones, is plentiful, and Ouacbita whetstones are 
shipped in quantities. Slate for roofing is also 
found, of excellent quality and beautiful colors. * 

Game is plentiful, and deer, bears, turkeys, 
geese, ducks, quails, squirrels and rabbits are 
found. Black bass, shad, salmon and other vari 
eties of fish, abounll in the mountain streams. 

Aside from the world renowned Hot Springs, 
mentioned in subsequent pages, numerous m!neral 
springs in the county are worthy of mention, prin
cipal among which are Mountain Valley Springs. 
Tbese valuable springs are situated twelve miles 
north of Hot Springs, at the foot of Blakely Mount
ain, in a beautiful valley extending well up into 
the mountain range. Their curative qualities have 
made a reputation unequaled by any water in the 
South or West, especially as commercial mineral 
waters, as they are now being shipped to all parts 
of the United States. Visitors to this place are 
entertained at the Mountain Springs Valley Hotel, 
which furnishes excellent accommodations. 

Potash Sulphur Springs are situated seven miles 
from Hot Springs, and one mile from Lawrence 
Station, on the Hot Springs Railroad. The anal

-* 1. L. Butterfield, of Hot Springs, member of the State 
Bureau of Immigration for Garland County. 
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y~is of these waters show them to be especially 
adapted to the cure of disea"es 1'esulting from the 
derangement of the stomach, liver, kidneys and 
urinary organs. The hotel is kept by Mr. E. E. 
Woodcock, a SOIl in law of Dr. J. T. Fairchild, 
the owuer of the property. This is a noted pleas
ure as well as healtlil resort, and many of the citi
zens of and visit,ors to Hot Springs avail themselves 
of its privileges. 

Gillen's White Sulphur Springs are situated 
three and one-half miles due east of Hot Springs, 
and the analysis shows that the water is similar in 
composition to the Mountain Valley water. 'fhe 
large two-story hotel at this place was opened to 
the public for the first time in the spring of 188G. 
Mr. Gillen, the proprietor of the property, keeps 
the hotel, the rooms of which are large and com
fortable, the table being supplied from his own 
garden and from the best afforded in Hot Springs 
markets. From his place he makes two daily trips 
with his hack to Hot Springs, for the accommoda
tion of his guests and vibitors. 

The different mineral springs mentioned above 
offer the greatest pleasure for out of town drives 
and recreations. The road to Hell's Half Acre 
and the Thousand Dripping Springs, east of the 
city, the Big Chalybeate Springs north, and the 
Race Track south, are the favOl'ite drives. The 
former is the best five-mile natural road to be 
found in the county no large hills, and when in 
good order a beautiful drive. 

Garland Oounty was created by an act of the 
general assembly of the State of Arkansas, ap 
proved April 5, 1873. The first section of the act 
provided that all that portion of the counties of 
Saline, Hot Spring, and l\fontgoll'lery includeu in 
the following boundaries sboulU be organized into 
a separate and distinct county, to be known as the 
county of Garland, viz.: 

Beginning at the southeast ('orner of Section 8, Town
ship 4 south, Bange 18 west; thence north on section 
lines to the soutllwest cornel' of Section 21, in Township 
3 south, Range 18 west; thence eaRt on section lines to the 
southeast corner of Rection22, in the same township and 
range; thence north on section lines to the line dividing 
Townships 2 and 3 south: thence east on the township 
line to the i:outheuf>t corner of Section 35, in Township 2 
south, Range 17 west; thence north on section lines to the 
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northwest cornel' of Section 14, ill the same township and 
range; thence west on section line to tlle northwe..,t cor 
ner of the same section, township and range; thence 
north on. section lines to the line bet\\ een Townships 1 
and 2 south; thence west on the township line to the lilJe 
dividing Ranges 17 anu18 west: thellce north on the ranJ.?:e 
line to the northeast corner of Section 2--1. in Township 1 
south, Range 18 west; thence west on section lines to the 
line between Ranges 18 and 19 \\ est; thence north on the 
range line to the lille diviuing Towm,hips 1 and 8 north; 
thence west on the townsllip line to the northwest corner of 
Section 4, Township 1 north, Range 28 west; thence south 
on section lines to the southwest corner of Section 9, 
Township 1 south, Range 22 west; thence east on section 
lines to the soulhwest corner of Section 10, Township 1 
south, Range 21 west; thence south on section lines to 
the line divilling Townships 2 and 3 south; thence west 
on the township line to the line dividing Hanges 22 and 
23 west; thence south on t11e range line to the southweiSt 
cornel' of Section 7, Township 4 south, Range 22 west; 
thence east on section lines (twenty sil.. miles, more or 
less) to the place of beginning. 

The act also provided ror the appointment of 
the first county officers by the Governor, and that 
L. D. Beldin, J. H. Baushousen and vYilliam 
Sumpter, should constitute a board of commis
sioners to locate the seat of justice for the count3\ 
purchase the site, layout a town, and perform 
other duties, and that the county should belong to 
the Seventh judicial circuit. 

Accordingly the Governor appointed J. W. 
Jordan, Bennett Malone and ,Yo A. Moore to 
constitute the board or supervisors; * R. Beldin. 
clerk; ",Y. J. Little, shmiff; R. ,Yo Gibbons, treas
urer; N. H. Cloys, coroner; Smith Scrogin, sur
veyor, and J. H. Baushousen, assessor. 

Afterward, on the 5th day of 1\1ay, 1873, the 
three supervisors appointed met in Hot Springs, 
and organized their court by electing J. 'Y. Jordan, 
president. The first action of the court was the 
formation of road districts and the appointment of 
overseers. Subsequently the commissioners, ap 
pointed by the act creating the county to select the 
site for the SE'at of justice, met and chose Hot 
Springs as the site thereof. The town having al 
ready been laid out, no property wa~ then pur 
chased on which to erect the public buildings. but 
in 1877, Congress provided by a special act that 

" The county court then consisted of a board of super
visors. 

the commissioners might select a block belonging to 
the Government in the city of Hot Springs for the 
use of the county. Accordingly Block] 1·J.. as shown 
on the plat of tlw city, was selected, and the title 
thereto passed to the county. This block contains 
fonr acres, and lies on Prospect Avenue near Oen 
tral Avenue. Afterward the county judge, for a 
consideration of $1,000, leased this property to a 
certain party for ninety nine years, and purchased 
for the use of the county, for the sum of $·4,000, 
lot J in Block 55, where the county buildings now 
stand. 8ubsequently a suit was brought, in which 
it was deClded that the lease granted by the county 
judge on Block 114: was illegal and void; but the 
le~see and his sub lessees were protected by pro
viding that the county should pay to him and them 
certain stipulated amounts for improvements made 
thereon. The county now owns both properties 
above described. 

'Vhen lot 4 in Block 55 was purchased, a 
large dwelling house standing thereon was con
verted into a court house, and was used for that 
purpose until 18'S8, when it was consumed by fiJ'e. 
The present court bouse, a medium sized two-story 
frame standing on the site of the old one, bas since 
been built. The present jail, a very substantial 
two story brick building. containing prisoners' cells 
and fire proof rooms, in which the clerk's office and 
public records are located, was erecteu on lot 4: in 
Block 53, in 188·1, at a cost of about $14:.000. The 
buil(ling of a large and safe court house is contem
plated, the present one being only a temporary 
structure. These constitute all the county bl1i1<1
ings, there being no asylum for the use of the pau 
pel's. The latter are provided for by a tax raised 
for the purpose, and paid to those caring for them. 

In January. 181'4:, the county court subdivided 
the county into the following municipal townships: 
Marhle, 1Uountain, Baxter, Garland, Union, Phil
lips. Hot Springs} Antioch and Lee. Changes 
have since been made from time to time, until 
now, in addition to the foregoing, excepting Gar· 
land, the name of which has been dropped, there 
are Sulphur, Lincoln, Hale, Ouachita, Bain and 
1\Iill Townships. 

In 1b80 the real estate of 
Garland County :.~ 
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asses'Sed for taxation at $:328,7:31 and the personal 
property at $541, 177 ~ making a total of $8()D,908. 
In 1888 real estate was valued for taxation at $1,
716.00S and personal at $1,088,079, making a total 
of $2,75..t,OS9. This showA that from 1880 to 1888 
the real property of the county increased in value 
over five times Ulat of 1880, and the personal in
creased about 100 per cent. This is due, however, 
principally to the rapid growth of the city of Hot 
Springs and the consequent increase in the value of 
its real property. The real estate of the city for 
1888 was assessed at $1,376,037 and the pf'l'sonal 
property at $698,583, making a total of $2,074,620 
for the city alone, thus leaving only $679,469 for 
the county without the city. The financial condi
tion of the county is good, there being only an out
standing indebtedness of about $4,000. The rev
enue received on liquor licenses for the year ending 
June 30, 1889, was $12,300. 

The following is a list of the names of the sev 
eral county officers, together with dates of term of 
service annexed, from its organization to the present 
(fall of 1889): 

Judges: J. W. Jordan, Bennett Malone and
"T. A. Moore~ bo(:trJ of snpElnrisors, 1873 74-; J. 
'V. Jordan, 1874 70; W. J. 'Wiloughby, 1876-78: 
\\'". ,V. 'Yiggs, 1878 84; J. H. Howell, 1884 86; 
Charles V. Teague, present incumbent, first elected 
in 1886. 

Clerks: R. Beldin, 1873 74:; A. W. B. RE>E>d, 
1874 76; Z. Beldin, 1876-78; B. B. Clyde, 1878
80; J. H. Low, 1880 S2; Zeba Beldin, 1882-86; 
W. H. Moyston, present incumbent, first Ellected 
in 1886. 

Sheriffs: W. J. Little, 1873 74; J. J. Sump
ter, 1874 76; J. H. Nichols, ]876 84; \\T. F. 
Housley, 1884 86; Robert 'Yilliams, preRent In

cumbent, first electecl in 1886. 
Treasurer8: R. \\1. Gibbons, 1873 74; W. H. 

Rigsby, 1874 80; John B. Roe, 1880 H2; I. L. 
Butterfield, 1g82-~..t; R. ,r. Gibbons, 1884:~8f); I. 
B. Albaugh, preRent incumbent, first elected in 

1886. 

j 
Coronel'S'. N. H. Cloys, 1873 74; J. C. Morris, 

1874 76; E. W. Matthews, 1876 78; 'Yilliam Curl, 
1878 80; John Graham, 1880 82; 1. ~T. Smith, 

]882 84:; H. Haythornewhite, 1984-8f3; E. A. 
Lake, 188G-8B; R. H. MoorE' elected in lB88. 

Surveyors: Smith Scrogin, ]873 70; A. R. 
Reeel, ] S7() 7H; Smith Scrogin. 1q78 80; H. 1\1. 
Woolman, J8HO 82; P. Frisby, ]SR2-86; A. Flem 
ming, 1q86 88; Tom Smith, present Aurveyor, 
elected in 1888. 

Assessors: J. H. Baushousen, ] S73 74; C. J. 
Glenn, 1874 78; J. A. Muse, 1878-<;;2; DeSoto 
Samuels, 1882 86; R. A. :l\lilton, 18hU-88; SiJney 
Hltrt, e.lected in 18SS. 

Representatives in State LE'gislature: J. J. 
Gillis, 1874 75; H. M. Rector, Jr., 1877; ,Yo H. 
Barry, 1879; 'V. T. Clyde, 18<"'1; W. P. Walsh, 
1883; \V. H. Barry, 1885; E. \V. Rector, 18,"-\7. 

The popUlation of the sElvE'ral mnnicipal town
ships of Garland County, according to the U niLed 
States census of 1880, wa'3 as follows: Antioch, 
362; Baxter, 197; Hale. 387; Hot Springs, includ 
ing the city, 5,179; city alone, 3,554; Lee, 6:33; 
Marble. 33'7; Mill, 503; Mountain, 35~ j Ouachita, 
172; Phillips, 18.5; Sulphur, 19G; Union, 513; 
total in county 9,023, of which 1,562 were colored 
and four WElrf' Chinese, the balance 7,457, white. 

The political aspect of thEl county may be seen 
by reference to the following number of votE'S cast 
for the candidates named at the late elections: 

In September, 1888, for Governor, James P. 
Eagle, Democrat, 1,614; C. M. Norwood, com
bined opposition, 1,189; ill November, 1888, for 
President, Clevelanrl, Democrat, 1,196; Harrison, 
Repnblican, 987; Streeter, Union Labor. 60. 

The act creating Garland County placed it in 
thEl Seventh judicial district, which is now composed 
of the counties of PE'rry, Sallne, Garland, Hot 
Spring and Grant. The circuit court of Garland 
County convenes in regular session on the fourth 
Mondays of March and Septemher; the county 
court on the first Mondays of January, April, June 
and Octob81'; the probate court on the second ~Ion
clays of the same months: and the ('ammon pleas 
court on the fil'f~t Mondays of March, June, Sep 
tember and December; J. B. 'Yood is thEl pI'esent 
judge of the jndicial district, and J. P. Hender
son, prosecuting attorney. 

The following named attorneys constitnte the 
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local legal bar of Garland County: George J. Sum 
mers, E. ,Yo Rpctor, G. G. Latta. John J. Sump 
tel'. G. \V. Murphy, J. M. Harrell. J. D. Kimbell, 
J. H. Scrogins, J. P. Hendf'r;son, Leland Leather 
man, U. V. Teague, Oharles D. Greaves, Reid 
Gantt, A. J. 1\lmphy, Z. T. Ralston, .J. P. Mel 
lard, L. D. Beldin and Samuel Hamblin. 

At the beginning of the Oivil ,Yar in It-\()1 the 
small number of people then inhabiting the terri 
tory now composing Garland Oounty were nearly, 
if not all, in sympathy with the Southern cause, 
and a large percentag'e of them joined the Con
federate army and did what they could toward 
establishing the proposed f-iouthern Oonfederacy. 
In September, 186:3, when Gen. Price withdrew 
from Little Rock. upon the occupation of that 
place by the Federal army. nnder Gen. Steelp , a 
portion of bis (Price's) army moved back b)T way 
of Hot Springs. Afterward, when Gen. Steele 
adyanc~d from Little Rock in pursuit of Price. 
and when in turn he fell back to Little Rock pur
sued by Price, R portion of the armies passecl by 
way of Hot Springs. Prior to tht' fall of 1863 the 
citizens here sufferecl but little, if any. from the 
presence of the armies or their scouts, but after 
that, until thp close of the war, the territory was 
overrun to SOllle extent by scouts and guerrmas. 
However, aside from heing deprived of certain pro
visions. the people here suffered to a less flxtent 
on account of the war than in Illany other sections 
of the countr;. . 

The discovery of the springs of hot water at 
this place by De Soto's Spaniards, in their vain 
search for gold, and the" Fountain of Perpetual 
Youth,)l is mentioned in the ~tate History of this 
work. ~o permanent settlement of the place, 
however. was made nntil years after the beginning 
of the nineteenth centnry. As early as ] 8UU. and 
perhaps a little earlier, John Purcival. a hunter 
and trapper. settled on the bank of the Ouachita 
River, ahout seven miles southeast of the hot 
springh, wherE' he remained for many years, and 
n-as undoubtedly the first settlel' of what is now 
Garland County. That year (1 '-,O~l) two families 
camE' from New Orleans, locatpd in the Hot Springs 

they took a pre emption right to a tract of lanel 
including the springs and the valley. The right, 
howevpr, was never recognized by the Government. 
After remaining here a year and a half these fam 
ilies transferred their cabins and assumed righto;:; to 
John Purcival, and then left the place. Frolll this 
time forward for many years, though not regularly 
DOl' extenOlively, parties came from tbe Soutb to 
spend the hot summer months at the springs and 
enjoy tbe cool atmosphere of the mountains. They 
came to avoid tbe heat at their Soutbern homes, 
and regarded the place more as a summer resort 
thall as a sanitarium for their ills. But by bath 
ing in the hot watf'r that flowed from the springs. 
its curative qnalities were discovered. '\,hile re 
maining here. these early visitors rented the cabins 
from John Purcival. 

About the year ]~26 A. N. SRbin came frOlll 
New York and settled on Sulphur Creek, east of 
Hot Springs l\fountaill, and soon thereafter huilt a 
slllall watf'r power mill there. He was a singular 
lllan; lived like a hprmit, and was afterward judge 
and also elerk of Hot Spring Oounty. then in 
eluding what is now Garland. Tbe next perma
nent settler was Ludiyicns Beldin (formerly of 
Boston, MRSS., Rnc1 subsequently of Indiana). who 
came to Hot Springs in 1'-.2\ with his wife and 
two or three children. The Purcival cabins wpre 
then '>'acant. and 1\11'. Beldin got permio;:;sion of 
Purciyal to use them. He also built others, and 
opened a little store, exchanging provisions for 
peltry, etc., ailll kept the first hotel (or tavern) in 
a double log bouse with a wide hall, or "entry," 
between the two rooms. Prior to ] 832 he moved 
to his farm in Sulphur Township. where he died 
in 1R33. In 1832 the hotel wa., kept by Hawkins 
and Rambo, and the next year it was kept by two 
brothers, hy the name of Physic, who camp from 
Baltimore, Md. This hotel stood nearly opposite 
the present Big Iron Bath hO~H.;e. 

The early visitors to the springs y\'ere 1llmltl~

wealthy planters from Mississippi and Lonisiana. 
and citizens of New Orleans, who Cflme only to 
spend the summer months: henc!:', prior to ana 
continuing into the 30's, the botel ana cabins at 

.l;-:,=v=a_ll_e_y_a_n_d_b_U_i_lt_t_h_e_fi_'l'_s_t_c_a_b_i_n_s_tb_e_l_.e_.__I_t_i_s_s_a_i_d__t_h_8~s_p_r_in_g_s_._'_V_E'_re__c1_o_s_e_d_l_1p_,_a_D_{l_a_b_a_ll_<1_o_11_e_ll_l_h_ll_'__~~~~ 
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ing the wtnters. :Maj. ,\Vhittington says that when 
he came here he made tbe acquaintance of n visitor 
who claimed to have- Rpellt the Rum.mer of 1'->12 in 
company with ahont sixty othen; at tlw springs. 

Th€'y camped in the Purcival cHoins alld ill tents. 
That was the time when the TOl'i€'~ 01' British 
Rympathizen; were refugeeing with til\:' Inrlians in 
the "'\Yesterll ,\Y ilds, " and perLaps SOllle of t h0m 

were here. In 1832, when 1\la.1. Whittington 
(whose biography appears elsewher€' in this work) 
came to this place, John PnrciYal claimed to own 
the hot springs and the cabins, though he lived on 
his farm on the Ouachita, near Lawrence Station. 
where he died about the y€'ar ] 836. Some time 
prior to his death he built a water-paWN saw-mill 
on Hot Springs Creek, a short distance below the 
~prings, and at a point now within the city limits. 
After her husband's death l\ll'R. Purcival kept 
the hotel at Hot Springs a year or two, and then 
it wa:; kept for a tillle by Samuel Rayburn. About 
the year 18..1:0 John C. Hale settled in the valley, 
and bought ant thE' Purcival inte,rest and erected 
the second hotel, a small two story frame house. ~< 
At this time there were about a dozen families in 
and about the village. 

In 1882 Phil. Physic had a little store, and the 
following year Maj. ,\Vhittington opened a store, 
and for the next ten) ears did nearly all the mer 
cantile business of the plaef'. In 18:33 \"\'hittiug 
ton was appointfld postmaster and magistrate of 
Hot Springs, and from that year to 11;3;) be was 
also clerk of Hot Spring Connty. In 18;)2 the 
bathing facilities were as follows: Directly in front 
of the bite of the present Arlington House, and 
\)elow one or the hot spTings, thert=> was a cavity 
cut into the rock. into which the water ran. 1'hi8 
was used a'3 a bathing pool, amI had no coveriug 
except the bushes with which it was Rurrounded. 
The tirst and only vapor bath facility then was a 
lliche cut into the rock at the basE' of the mountain 
where the Big Iron Bath honse now stands. The 
hot water waR conveyed into a pool nnder an open 
floor, over which was a rud€' seat for the bather to 

-;;. The val1ey hen' r/'fcl'I'cd. tv Hes between ~Ivt Sprin!?;~ 
J\loul]win and West MOllotam, and extends from HCiPP.Y 
Hollow, just above the Al'liogtoll, down Central Avenue 
to Bridge 81 reet. 

Hit upon; the niche wa~ covEll'ed overhead with 
l'OCkR or boards, and in front with a hlank{Jt. ThiR 

plaCE) amiweI'ed very well for taking a vapor bath; 
but as cooling room wa~ a little large, embracing 
all of ,. out of doors. " It i.., presumed, aE, a matter 
of COllI'SP, that vapor baths were not often taken 
thEln in cold weatlH'lr. About fifty ff>et south of 

this there stood a log bath bouse, with Oile plank 
tnb in it, and a hunch'ed yards still farther sonth, 
at the foot of the mOllntain, was pLowed another 
log bath hOll"le, with a single wooden tub. These 
were the only hathing facilities, excepting open 
pools in the creek, early in the 30' s, but in ] 830 
th€' number of bath hons<:'s, small and rude as they 
were. had incl'8asNl to five. That year William 
Chase and his wife came from New York and set
tled at Hot Springs, and he erE'cte,d another bath
house. In] 84:3 1\11'. Chase moved his family to his 
farm, about six miles east of Hot Springs, where 
h8 afterward died, leaving his widow on the farm, 
where she has ever ~ince l'esided, and is now liv
ing. her ninetieth year of age being completed in 
January, 18UO. Being born in January, 1800, she 
has traveled along with the years of the century; is 
vigorous in intellect, and has fair h€'a1th for one of 
such advanced age-. J\iay she live to complete the 
cpntllry. At her residence is a celebrated I1lineral 
spring known as the "Iron Spril1g." 

During the 30' s there weI'€' no doctors living 
at Hot Springs, nor were there any nearer than 
Little Rock. Maj. \Yhittingtoll kept in his stol'e, 
a small supply of sllch medicines as the people 
gf'nerally administered without the aid or physi 
cians. The healthfulness of this place and the 
surrounding country is so remarkably good. that, 
werE' it not for the invalids who resort hither, 
there would be but little nse for doctors. John C. 
Hale, whose arrival haR been mentioned, built a 
plank bath-houRe in connection with his new hotel. 
'fbis waR about ] 8-t-l\ aml to 1\11'. Hale is due the 
creuit for making the first modern improvements 
in Hot SpringR in the way of lmildings. No fur 
tlwr improvements in hathing fa('ilities, exc('pt the 
putting in ()f a few mor€' tll!'>S, were made nntil 
aftPI' the close of the Civil \Var. About the year 
184.0, a 1\11'. KempnE'r opened a btore in the lower t 

r 
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end of the Hot Springs Valley, and continued to homes. Not disheartened they went to work to 1'e 
run it for some years. Rosson Runyon also settlf'd tripve their lost fortunes, and a few of them have 
in Hot Springs about 1,)..HI In 1831 Maj. vVill- been wonderfully successful, having amassed large 
iam H. Gaines came to this place and soon there.. amounts of property. Jake Kempner, George 
after mal'l'ied l\laria Beldin, a danghter of the old Belding* and l\I. C. 0' Brien were the first to open 
settler of 1~28, Mr. Lndivicus Beldin. Mr. and up and re .. establish merchandising. John C. Hale 
1\lrs. Gaines are still living in Hot Springs, am1 erected the first bath house. Akins and Stidham 
both have been intimately connected with its his- openeel the hotel and rented a bath house, and ex 
tory. The JUajor is now ninety three years of age, GOY. H. M. Rector also erected a bath house. The 
has a vigorous intellect, is in fair health, and is Bumpter brothers, vVilliam and John, and thpir 
believed to be the oldest person liying in Garland mother built a small house now adjoining the Sump
County. His wife was six yearE> old when she tel' Hotel and began to keep boarders. Hoon there
came to Hot Springs with her parents in 1828, after immigration from the North set in, and in 
consequently she is now ~ixty seven years of age. valids from all parts of the conntry came hither to 
and the last l'>urvi VOl' of the very early settlers, hathe in the healing wat ers, and the place bE'gan 
having lived in this vicinity longer than any other to grow more rapidly. By thp year 18/0, it had 
person. acquired a population of over 1,000 and in 1880, 

In ] 860 thE' village of Hot Hprings consisted according to the United States census reports, it 
of a few bathing houses, a hotel, one or two little had 3,334 souls. Its most rapid growth, however, 
stores, a grocery, or more properly a grogery, has been since the latter date, its population now 
and a few dwelling houses. ,Yhen the war came being estimated at from 10,000 to 12,000. 
on, especially when the Federal army advanced to Hot, Springs Reservation was surveyeu and laid 
Little Rock and the Confederate army fell back out according to an act of Congrf'ss. appToved 
therefrom, the village and vicinity became almost 1\Iarch 3, 11.2,77, entitled "An Act in relation to 
entirely deserted. Rosson Runyon, Anson Sabin the Hot Springs Reservation in the State of AI' 
anu 1\1rs. Chase were the only white persons who kansas, II and an act reviving and amending the 
continued in the vicinity. Sabin was killed but same, approved December In, IbiS. The survey 
the other two remained tbrough the war period having been made, the map was completed in De
unmolested. A few colored servants also btayed. cember, U:I79. Aaron H. Cragin, John Coburn 
During the war the buildings of the village were and 1\1. L. Stearns were the commissioners super 
nearly all conoumed by fire, so that at the end intending the work, and A. P. Robinson, chief 
thereof there existed only the Akin House, which engineer of the survey. The map was published 
stood opposite and a little above wLere the Big by Charles Cutter. The reservation thus laid out 
Iron Bath h011se now stands, tht' Gaines cottage is two miles square, and embraces and cover~ the 
(which remains at this writing) and the reRidence south half of Sections 28 and 29, and the whole 
of JUaj. ,Vhittington and J. "V. Parker. The of Sections 32 and 33, in Township 2 south, 
'Whittington rpsidence is also stanuing at this Hange 1 U wpst; and the north half of Sections 4: 
time. From the fall of Ibft3 to the close of the and 3, in Township 3 south, and the same rangp 
war the vaUpy of the Hot SpringR was a dreary west, corresponding with the corporate limits of 
and deserted place, where the owls and bats "car the city of Hot Springs. It was laid out as a grand 
ried on their nightly vigils. " and extensive park, and contains 1DB blocks of 

After the close of that struggle, the former various sizes, which are subdiyided into lots. aYer
occupants of the place, nearly all of whom had aging in size from small ollsiness lots to harts. 
refngeed to Louisiana and Texas, returned, and, embracing several acres each. Thl:' principal av 
with the exceptioll of l\Iaj. \Yhittington and IUaj. enues, and many of the less important :-,treets, are 

j Gaines, looked upon the ashes of their former ''(-Belding' not B 1 r t 
~~====~________________________________________' _____'_____c_t_ln_.__________________________ 
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laid ant with graceful and n<l.tural cnrves, being 
governed by the contonr of the ground. 

j 

The reservation contains a portion ()f North 
J\lonntain, nearly all of Hot Springs Monntain, 
Sugar Loaf Mountain, and a portion of vVest 
Mountain. The latter, with Sugar Loaf aR an ex
tension thereof. has the for III of a horseshoe, and 
lies with the points toward the northeast. Its 
eastern extremity comes down to the Hot Springs 
Valley, which is near the center of the reservation. 
From this point it extends in a southwesterly di
rection beyond tbe city limits, and there curves to 
the right and returns again with its other point 
(Sugar Loaf) covering the northwest part of the 
reservation. Hot Springs Mountain has an oblong 
oval form, its length extending in a northeasterly 
direction. It lies in the eastern half of the 1'e 
servation, and its western extremity forms the 
eastern bank of Hot Springs Valley. This valley 
is about 100 rod'3 in length, lies almost due north 
all(1 south, anu is just wide enongb to admit a wide 
avenue through itB center and a row of builrlings 
on each of its sides. North Mountain lies north 
west of Hot Springs Mountain, extends in thE' same 
direction, and 11'> sepal'ated therefrom by a ravine 
calleu Happy Honow. Fountain Street pxtends 
up this hollow. The southwestern extremity of 
this mountain comes down to the nortbeastern ex~ 
tremityof vVest :lHountain, leaving a valley between 
the two wide enough for a singh'strE'et, with a row 
of buildings on each sidf'. This vaHey is simply a 
continuation of Hot Springs Valley veering to 
the northwest from the mouth of Happy Hollow. 
West Mountain, Hot Spring'" IHountain anu North 
~l\Ionntain togethpr form a rangp which run::? through 
the center of the l'eRPrvation from northeao;t to 
southwest, and divideR it into nparly two equal 
parts, '1'bis range is clivided as describf'd by Hot 
Springs Valley. and northwest of it and south, 
son1he-nst and ea-.;t of Sugar Loaf Mountain is a 
large tract of the reservation surveyed into lots and 
streets; and all that part of the resP[vation lying 
southeast of the mountain range is also Hurveyecl 
into lots and ~treE'tB. Hot Springs Creek E':IterR 

the re~f'rvation from the north and rnus in a south 

Prly direction through it, ]>aRRing throngh the vnl-
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ley above described in a tunnel under Central Ave 
nue. This tunnel was cOllstructe(l at the expense 
of tllE:\ Government. A hranch of this creek flows 
from within the horseshoe bend of \\"est Mountain 
in an easterly and northeasterly direction to its 
junction at the upper end of thE' vallpy and tunnel. 

Central AVellllf' commenceR at the southern 
boundary of the reservation, Ileal' its center. 
ami rUllP thence north, passing through Hot 
Springs VaIley, and to the end of its extonsion, as 
previously described. There Park Aveuuo com 
mences, and bearing to the right runs a little east 
of nol'th to the liwit of the resf'l'vation. At the 
point where Park Avenue leaves the end of Oentral, 
Whittington AvenuEl commences and runs south ~ 

westerly and westerly up th., valley of the branch 
to the center of the western boundary. Pro<:>pect 
Avenue runs in a southwesterly direction, south of 

\Vest Mountain, from Central Avenue to the city 
limits, near the southwest corner thereof. 1\1al 
veTn Avenue extenc1s in a southeaster1y direction 
from the lower end of the valley to the southern 
boundary. Grand Avenue COlllDlences a little north 
of the center of the eastprn boundary of the reser
vation, and runs thence south WE'flterly and westerly 
to a point near the southwest corner. It is de
signell mostly for a rf'sidence avenue. Thesp are 
Rome of the leading avenues of the city, but there 
are many others, the lineal measurement of the 
whole aggregating tifty miles. 

Hot Springs Valley is elevated BOO feet above 
sea level, and the top of the mountains on either 
side are (JO() feet above the valley, thus making 
their summits 1, 2( 10 feet above the" sea. The great 
natnral wonder of the place is the springs from 
which hot water constantly flows. ThesE' springs 
are seventy two in number, and the peculiar fact 
exifits that every onf' of them, save Alum Spring, 
i~sne[', hom the western slope of the Hot Hprings 
Mountain, the most of them from fifty to sevf'>nty
five ff'et abovf> the level of the valley, and a few 
from near the margin of the cre-ek. They have 
a teUlperature ranging, respectively, from g3 to 
157 Fahrenheit, and make a natural discharge of 
B2~) gallons every minute, or 4~~.JOO gallons every 

day. An impreCIsion prevails alllong strangers t 
~~ ~F 
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that hot and cold springs exist within a few feet of 
each other, but it is not the rase; all the springs on 
the east side of the valley are hot, with only one 
exception, and that is under the brick bath-honse. 
All on the west side are cold. The Alum Spring, 
wbich is hot, is near the middle of the valley. 
The watert> from the springs flow into Hot Springs 
Creek, a beautiful mountain stream. 

That eminent geologist, David Dale Owen. in 
his report of snrveys published in ] ",00, after 
mentioning some of the theories advanced as to the 
cause of the heat of the water, said: . 'On the 
contrary, I attribute the cause to tbe intemal heat 
of the em'th. I do not mean to say that the waters 
come in contact with fire, but rathpr that the waters 
are completely pPrmeated with highly-heated vap
ors and gases which eminate from sources Jeeper 
seated than the water itself. The whole geologi
cal structure of the country, and that of the Hot 
Springs Ridge in particular, from whi('h the water 
issues, justifies this assumption." 

1\10st of the springs are covered with stone 
and cemented, and the water com eyed from them 
through iron pipes to the Government tanks and 
bathing houses in the valley below. These pipes 
cross and recross each other on the mountain side 
in all directionfl, reminding ODe of a railroad map 
on the thickly settled sections of the ,rest. The 
water is first conveyed into large tanks in the 
rear of the bath house, from which it is drawn 
through smaller iron pipes to the tubs as needed. 

A quantative analysis made by Prof. E. H. 
Larkin, of St. Louis, in ] S3G, gives eight and one 
half grains of mineral constituents to the gallon. 
The temperature of the water analyzetl was 1-+21 
Following is the analysis made: 

GRAll'." 

Silicic acid. . . .. . . ... . . .. .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . 24.74 
Sesquioxide of iron....................... 1.1~ 

Alumina. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . ... . . .. . 5.15 
Lime....... ... ....... . . .. ........ . 28.93 

Magnesia. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . ... . . .. . . .. . . .73 
Chlorine. . . .. . . .. . .. .................... .07 

Carbonic acid. . . .. . . .. . . .. . ............. 21.86 

Organic matter.. . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. '1.31 
'.Yater .... , ........... , ........... , . . .. . .. 1.7~ 

Sulphuric acid. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . .. 4.40 
Potash. . . .. . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. 1,46 
Soda ................................... " 2.Ul 

Iodide and bromide. a trace .............. . 


TotaL ................................ 100.00 


There are many rold water springs 011 the re
servation, several of which contain medicinal quali 
ties. Among thest> is Allen's Alterati ve Spring, 
on the west side of Cf>ntral A venue and near the 
upper end. It flows from the foot of \\Test Monnt 
ain. This water is f>xtensively used by invalids. 

Those who have never visited the city of Hot 
1-;prings bav8 no correct idea of the extent and 
grandeur of its hath houses. Bath house Row, 
a~ it is generally called, is situated at the foot of 
the mountain below the hot springs, and, com 
mencing just below the Arlington Hotel, which 
stands at the lower end of Happy Hollow, it ex
tends south, on the east side of Central A venue, to 
Reserve A venue, a distance of about ], JOO feet. 
There are eleven of these honses, all two and some 
of them three stories in height, and are named in 
the following order commencing next to the Arling
ton: Rector, Big Iron, Superior, Old Hale, Iude 
pendent, Palace, Horseshoe, Magnesia, Ozark, 
Rammelsburg and Lamar. The lowest Dumber 
of tubs in either one is sixteen, and some of them 
contain forty tubs each, the aggregate number 
in all being 287. This shows how many persons 
can bathe in Bath house Row at the same time. 
These bath-houses are said to be the finest in the 
United States. There are four additional bath 
houses which do not stand on the Hot Springs 
1\Iouotain Reservation. The Central and New Hot 
Springs are opposite each other on Central Av 
enue, on the block north of the Arlington. The 
Rockafeller and Avenue Bath-honses are on Park 
Ayenue. All of these are supplied with water 
from the hot springs. The bath houses ar~ owned 
by individuals or companies, and the eleven in 
Bath honse Row, are on the Government reserva
tion, to which they pay a stipulated llionthly rent 
for the use of the grounds and the water from the 
hot springs. 

Frank 1\1. Thompson, superintendent of the Hot 
Springs Reservation, in his annual report to the 
Secretary of the Interior, for the year ending 
June 30, ]8~O, 8ays: 

This re8ervation, though originally contain
ing four entire sections, anu nominally two miles 
square by sectional numbers, contaiw,> but 2,52U.I0 
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acres. The Hot Springs commissioners appointed 
under the acts of Congress, approved March 3, 
urn, and December 16, 187'3. i5ubdivided the 
original ,. HoL Springs ReR8l"vation." as follows: 

Hot 8prings Mountain.. .. 2fi4.1l3 
North Mountain.. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . .. 22..J.. 74 
'ju~ar Loaf MOlllltnin .................. " 12~U)2 
We,-;t Mountain. ....................... 2t!1.94 
City Lots ....... _. _.... __ ....... _...... 1,270.10 
Area of <;tred~ find alleys. ___ ........... 3G8.3~ 

Total area.................... _.... .2J>29.10 


The fonr mountains mentioned above, contain.. 
ing an area of UOO. oS acres, constitute the ., penna 
nent rebervation," and are "forever reserved froID 
salp and dedicated to the public use as parks." 
(Act of Congress approved June] G, 1880, Sec. 3. ) 

The following table shows the number of city 
lots laid out by the Hot Springs commissioners, 
the number awarded to individuals, the number 
sold and donated, and the number unsold and now 
under the care of this office, viz. : 

Total number of lots to be laid out .........~,019 

Awarded to inchviclnals. . . .. . . .. ..... 1,43.5 

584 
Holel anr1 uonated .. __ .. _..... __ . . . .. . . .. . .. 258 
U nso](l ........................ _ . . . . . . .. . . .. ;~26 

rfhe foregoing shows that tbe lands belong
ing to the Goveroment and nndpr the immediate 
care of this office are embraced in four separate 
tract'3, aggregating 900.63 acrf'S, and 326 lots situ 
ated in different portions of tIll''' city. The" per 
manellt retlervation" covers the fOUl' monntains 
already mentioned. This is subdivided into four 
spparate and cleta('hed tract.., with exterior or 
boundary lines aggregating about eleven miles. 
Thf'se mountains are largely coverpd with trees, 
and are rocky, rugged, and precipitouR. Tbere is 
not a road or IJricllf' way OVPl' and acrORS them. 
They are surrounded hy lands belonging to indi
viduals, and a population estimated at from 10,00U 
to 12,000. Under thet-l8 conditionR I am instructed 
that especial care should be taken to guard against 
the cutting or removal of trees and shrubs, sod, 
earth, or rocks, or anything belonging to the reser
vation, unless such removal is for the purpose of 
bf'auti fying the reservation or increasing the use
fulnes'O of the same, and then only under the 
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specific direction of the superintendAnt. The fiU 

perintendent fnrther Ray'" there are !'>ix pel'flons 
or co-partnerships owning bath-houses or claims off 
the reservation, who together paid $177. GO water 
rellt per month uuring the fiscal year, aggregating 
the sum of $2,] 30. The Arlington Hotel is on the 
permanent reflervation, and pays an annual rental 
of $],000. The water rent receipts for the year 
were $11, cwn, which, with the groun<l rent from 
the Arlington, aggregatpd. $12,400, and. tllP ex 
penditures on account of salaries, improvementR, 
repairs, etc., amounted to $(),3()8, thus leaving a 
net income to the Government on account of the 
Hot Springs Reservation of $(), 121. 10 for the fiscal 
year. 

The free bath house iR au institution set apad 
by Congress, where the affiicteu poor IDay come 
and take the baths without price or hindrance. 
"The superintendent shall provide and maintain 
a sufficient number of free baths for the use of the 
indigent." (Act of Congress, approved December 
16, 1878.) Undpr these conditions we furnish 
about 450 free baths each day, except Sundays. 
This aggregates about 12,000 per month, and 
72,000 per year. It iR with much inconvenience anu 
crowding that this number can be accomnlodated 
with the present capacity of the house and pools. 
and the number of the afflicted poor sef'king free 
baths is constantly increa~ing. The superintend 
ent then continues with an appeal to the depart 
ment for authority, and means to enlarge the 
capacity of the free bath house. This dilapidated 
structure, which it really is, stanus behind Bath 
house Row, a little higher up the incline. It is 
divided into apartments for Doth sexes, and is used 
to a vBry great extent by a very unfortunate class 
of individuals, many of whom are totally incura 
ble, but whose lives may be lengthened by the 
cleansing and cnrativ8 pl'opprties of the water. 
Official statistics show that thie:; frf'e bath house is 
patronized by individuals from every State and 
Territory of tlH~ United DtatE'8, and from several 
foreign countries. 

In front of Bath house Row, and between it 
and Central Avenue, is a lawn from sixty to sev
enty feet in width, extending the entire ]engt,h 01 t 
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the row, and containing about two acres. This 
lawn is set with shade trees and gras",. On a bench 
of the mountain just above and east of Bath-house 
Row stands thE' United States Army awl Navy 
Hospital, which ,vas erected in 1'3'3;-3. It is a mag 
nificent building overlooking and fronting Hot 
Springs Valley, and also fronting to the south on 
Reserve Avenue. Connedecl with it are sevpral 
large and ornamental buildings and hath hou~es. 
supplied with water from the hot springs abo\'e. 
The hospital grounds, embracing about ten acres, 
are laid out with beautiful drives and walks, and 
the whole is ornamented with natural trees and 
grassy lawns. From the buildings on the west S'iJe 
of Central A venue, or from any point on the 
eastern slope of ,\Yest l\Iountain. looking towanl 
the east at the bath houses, the Arlington Hotel. 
the Army and Navy Hospital. \Ylth the background 
of beautiful trees and shrubs. many of which are 
evergreen, on the side of the mountain beyond, 
one beboWs a picture of the beauties of Nature 
and Art combined, unexcelled elsewhere on the 
continent. 

On the summit of the Hot Springs Mountain, 
about a half mile northeast of the Army and Navy 
Hospital, there stands a frame observatory eighty 
feet high, owned by 1\1r. E. ,\Voo]man, who, by the 
sufferance of the Government, is permitted to opel' 
ate it for the use of the public. From the highest 
seats of thp obsel"mtory, whicb are about 700 feet 
above the valleys of the vicinity, one can vie" the 
surronnding country and see mountaiD peaks far 
and near. To the south the observer beholds the 
Ouachita Valley. which is from six to eight miles 
in width and about twelYe miles in length, forming 
a basin entirely surrounded by mountains; looking 
about flighty degrees west of south, he beholds 
the Crystal Mountains in Montgomery Oounty, at 

.. 	 a distance of about twenty five miles, and due we~t 
he sees Blakele) l\Iountain~ at a di~tance of fifteen 
miles. As far as the eye can reach, the view is a 
granrl panorama of mountain scenery. The city 
of Hot Dprings, at the foot of the mountain. also 
adds much to its heauty. 

The city of Hot Springs is separated into two 

~;)a:s by tho mountain TaDgo herc!ofore descTibed, 

and the parts are connected by Oentral Avenue, 
which, as also described, passes through the nar
row valley by the hot springs. In that part of the 
city lying northwest of the mountains there are 
only a few stores and business houses, but there 
are many hot8ls, boarding houses and dwellings, 
also a number of churches. By far the largest 
part of the city lips south of the mountains wher8 
opens ont the valley or basin of the Ouachita. The 
country to the soutb, soutbeast and southwest will 
admit of unlimited extension of the city, while to 
the north and other points of the compass, the 
mountains and hills will not permit of its exten 
bion far beyond the boundaries of the original res
ervation ab laid out by the Government commis 
SlOners. The business in the commercial line COll

mences at thfl upper end of tbe valley and con 
tinues down Oentral A venue. and on the south side 
of the mountains it widens out on lllany other 
streets and ayenues. 

Hot Springs may justly be termed a city of 
hotels, boarding houses and ., furnished rooms to 
rent. " :l\Iany cottages and suites of rooms are also 
furnished already for housekeeping, and visitors, 
who prefer to board themselves. can rent such cot
tages or rooms for a long or short time. and at once 
begin to live as though they were at home. Per 
haps more than half of the dwelling houses in the 
city have the sign out ., Furnished Rooms to 
Rent. " These signs. of conrse. will soon be taken 
in after the influx of visitors. at the usual season 
for them to come. commences. It is said that of 
the hotels, boarding houses and houses fnrnished 
for housekeeping. there are more than 500. The 
principal busines") of the city consists of entertain
ing and supplying the wants of the great army of 
visitors who Callie here to regain their health. It 
is the" capital stock in trade." The -surronnuing 
country adjacent to the city would not of itself 
sustain a village of 300 inhabitants. But as a re 
sort for invalids Hot Springs f-ltands without a rival. 
and as a watering place Ol' pleasure resort it is be 
coming popular. As to the latter it bids fail' to 
bpcome the most favorable resort in America. It 
is now a great pleasure resort in the hot summer 
months for the people of the country south of it, 
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and as the people north of it learn more of itA de 
lightful and health iuvigoratiIlg climate, they will 
adopt it as a pleasure resort for the winter spaRon. 

Among the largest and best hotels in the city 
IDay be mentionell the Arlington, Avenue, Hay, 
lTnited States, ~umpter, Josephine, Grand, Bur 
liugton, Bloomingtun, \Y ludsor, :-:;t. Louis, New 
~Ior::;e, Beldin, Platean, Irma aud Wavel'ly. There 
are many ~lllaller houses where equall~y as good 
accommodations can be had. ,rith all the con
veniences for entertaining visitors the number in 
attendance in the spring of 1S89 was so great that 
beds had to be set up in halls for many that could 
not otherwise be provided for. The Arlington and 
Avpnue Hote1s can accommodate over 300 guests 
each; the Sumpter, Plateau and Wavedy about 100 
each. A large new hotel, the largest one in the 
city, and among the largest in the South. will be 
completed and openeel for guests before this reaches 
the reauer. It stands opposite the Army and Navy 
Hospital, only a shOl't distance east of Central 
Aven ue, is built of brick, and made as nearly fire 
proof as possible, contains about 300 rooms, and will 
cost, when completen, over half a million dollars. It 
is being built by foreign capitalists, who thus show 
their confidence in the fnture prospects of the 
city. The foundation for another large brick hotel 
iR now Leing laid on M~alvern Avenue, and it is to 
be completed, furni~hed and opened early in 18UO. 
It is estimated to cost about $~()O, UOO. Many other 
new buildings business blocko, hotels, uoarJing 
hou'"ies and dwellings are in process of erection. 
The city contaiu"! several huudred husiness houses, 
but itt; manufadories are limitf'd to three planing
mills and sa",h and 0001' factories, an ice factory 

aml a few minor industries. 
The city contains three banks: The ArkansRs 

National Bank, organized in 1982, the Hot Springs 
Valley Bank, e~talJlished in lK~"", awl the City 
Savings Bank and Trust Company, organized in 
1':l....,~. Of the public works of the city there are 
seven and a fourth miles of street railway, over six 
miles of maillS in the sewer system, four miles of 
mains in the gas-light system, six and a half miles 
of mains and fifty live by<lrantR belonging to the 
water works, lO() miles of telephone wire, eighteen 
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miles of electric light wire and a fire departmput. 
The capacity of the water work~ iR 2,250,000 gal 
looR p81' day. Among the lllPl'cantile houi-:ie8 there 
are twenty drug stores, and the number of pLysi
ciau6 in the city is forty tive. The bom·a of health 
consi"its of Williaw H. Barry, M. D., president, 
aml John H. Gaines, J\l. D. ~ and G. U. GrpPllwaj ~ 
1\1. D., consulting members. 

The city also contains railroad depots, fifteen 
churches, sev('n schools, many large and costly 
residences, and many pretty cottages. The papu 
lation is estimatl?d in the last report of the super 
intendent of the Government reservations a.t from 
10,000 to 12,000, while by many others it is esti
mated at from 13,000 to 15,000. The fonner es· 
timate is probably the most correct. The city is 
growing rapidly aUll the population is increasing 
in proportion. The number of visitors to Hot 
Spriugs in 1888 was l'eported at 50,000, and the 
number is rapidly increasing with each successive 
year. The city will continue to grow in propor 
tiOD to the increase of its visitors, or in other 
words, to the extent of accommodating all its visit 
ors, and there is no doubt but that the number 
will continue to increase so long as mankind re
mains affiicted~ and the waters continue to flow 
from the thermal springs. 

Hot Springs was incorporated June 5, 1b7G, 
upon petition of George Prichard and 29G others. It 
is now supplied with a full corps of city officers and 
a police force, and though there are several drink
ing saloons in thp place but very little drunken
ness is seen upon the streets. It is a very quiet and 
well goverued city. In addition to what has been 
mentlont-'d, it contains lodges of various APel et and 
benevolent societies, and two newspapers published 
in daily and weekly editions. The Weekly Sentinel, 
published by Ellis ,roolman, is issued every Satnr 
day. It is a seven-column folio, and is nearing the 
clo~e of its tenth volnme. The Hot Springs Sun 
Jay News, J. L. \r odley, proprietor, iR published 
f'very Sunday. It is also nearing the close of its 
tenth volump, and is a five column quarto. Both 
of these papers are well edited and neatly printed. 

The climate of Hot Springs is auout the same 
as that of Little Rock, though perhaps a little 
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more invigorating on account of its greater eleva 
tion and more mountainous surroundings. 

Aside from Hot Springs there are no towns of 
any considerable Aize in Garland Connty. A few 
small post villages pxist, such as Lawrence, Shang 
hai, 'Yhittington, Mountain Valley and Shippe. 

The only railroad in the county is the Hot 
Springs Railroad, connecting the city of Hot 
Springs with the Iron :l\Iountain Railroad at the 
town of 1\Ialvern. This is a narrow gauge road, 
belonging to "Diamond Joe." Prepal'ations are 
being made to widen the track to a standard gauge 
before this month (October, 1889) closes. 

Persons contemplating a visit to Hot Springs 
will do well before leaving home to send 25 cents 
to Charles Cutter for his "Cutter's Guide Lo Hot 
SpI'ings, " a small pamphlet containing much in
formation pertaining to the place, especially as to 
prices charged for accommodations and for medi 
cal treatment. "The regular fees of physicians 
are $5 for the first examination, with bathing 
directions, and $25 per month for office practice 
(two 01' three consultations per week). Higher 
charges are only made whe-re extra attention is 
required and visits made at the hotE'ls." Visitors. 
if not informed in advance, are very likely to be 
imposed upon by unscrupulous parties who are 
seeking their money. In going to Hot Springs 
reject the offered advice of all strangers who volnn
tarily engage you in conversation. 'Vait until you 
a1'1'ive, then if you have not been funy informed, 
and have no friend or acquaintance in the city. 10 
cate tpmporarily for a day or two and look around, 
examinE' and investigate, and you will find good 
accommodations and medical treatment at reason
able prices. 

In compiling the foregoing some extracts and 
much valuablE' information has bE'en taken from 
"Cutt81" s Guide," and the last annual report of 
Frank 1\1. Thompson, superintendent of the Gov
ernment reservations. 

j 

About the year 1843 a subscription school was 
begun at the Big Chalybeate Springs, three miles 
distant from Hot Springs, and another one was 
opened at the lower end of Hot Springs Valley. 
From ;~is time forward subscription schoolR wpre 

annually taught at these places until the outbreak 
of the Civil War, and were probably the only 
schools taught during that period in the territory 
now embraced in Garland County. Soon after the 
war closed, sucb schools were opened in Hot 
Springs and continued until the inauguration of 
the free 8chool system. To show the condition of 
the free schools of the county, the following sta 
tistics are taken from the report of the State 
superintendent of public schools, for the year 
ending June ;:30, 18'-18, it being the last one pub 
lished. 

Scholastic population: White, males, 1, ')75; 
females, 1,845; total, 3,720; colored, males, 375 j 
females. 123; total, 79'-\. Number of pupils taught 
in the public schools: ,Vhite, males, 1,181; fe
males, 1, 06H; Lotal, :2,250: colored, males, 196; 
females, 219; total, 415. Number of school dis
tricts, 29. Number of teachers employed: 1\1ales, 
gO: females, 18; total, 48. Average monthly sala
ries paid teachers: First grane, both sexes, $10.00; 
second and third grades, both sexes, $:30.00. 
Amount expended for the public schools: Teach
ers' salaries, $]'-I,6U2.11; treasurer's commissions, 
$895.0~; totaL $IH,087.1\}. Value of schoolhouses, 
$~J, 030. 

These figures show that only 60 per cent of 
the white, and 52 per cent of the colored scholastic 
population attended and were taught in the public 
schools; accordingly, it can not be said that the 
system is we]] sustainE'd or weIl patronized in the 
county. There is a Roman Catholic Oonvent 
School anu two other select schools taught in the 
city of Hot Hprings. 

St. Luke's Episcopal C11"qrch at Hot Springs 
is located on ~pring Street, near thfl largest hotel 
in the city, and Rev. ,Yo J. Miller is rector, and 
James P. ]Hellard and George G. Latta. wardens; 
numbE'r of families about sixty. 

The Prpsbyterian Church at Hot Springs is 10 
cated on 'Yhittington Avenue, under the- pastorate 
of Rev. J. S, Van l\letE'r. 

Of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
there are the following organization"!: CentraL on 
Central Avenue just north of the Plateau Hotel. 
in Hot Springs, Rev. C. O. Godden, paRtOl'; mem t 
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hership about 300, Hot Springs Mission, consist 
ing of Park Avenue ana GIE'n Street Church, and 
rrhin1 .Methodist Episcopal Church, Sonth. the 
latter being loratell on Grand AVAnne and Third 

Streets. Rev. \Y. A" FrAeman. pastor; membership, 
eighty" The Hot Springs circuit of the MetllOdiRt 
Episcopal Ohu1"rb. South. Re\,. O. A, Bayh'sq, 
pastor assi:,.,ted by local ministt>l'R, has sixteen ap
pointments in the country, the whole embracing 
a membership of ahout ..tOO. There is only one 
other appointment of this denomination in Garland 
Oounty not embraced in the foregoing. 

Of the lUethodist Episcopal Church there are 
the following organizations: First, at Hot Springs, 
Rev, J" B. ·McLaughlin. pastor. This chur('h was 
organized in June, 1b8H, with onl~ three mem
bers, but the membership had increased np to Oc 
tober, of thib saDle year, to seventeen, and the 
congregation from seventy five to 100. 8el'vices 
are held in a vacant Presbyterian Church standing 
on l::>pring l::5b'eet. Trinity, at Hot Svring3, was 
organized in 1883. Rev. G, H. Gideon is pl'Psent 
pastor, and the membership is about seventy. 
The church stancls on Rector and Second Streets. 
The Hot Springs Circuit, now supplied by Rev. 
Echols, consists of eight or tl?D appointments px 

tending into Garland, Hot Spring and Montgom 
ery Counties, and has a membership, as sbown by 
the last conference minutes, of sixty two. Of this 
denomination the colored people have Haven's 
Chapel, on vValnnt Street ill Hot Springs, Rev· 
A. J. Phillips, pastor; lDemben.,hip about sixty. 
Thesf' people have also in Hot SpriIlgs two Mis 
sionary Baptist Churches with a ('ombined lIleill 
bership of about 30!). and onl:' African 1IethodiBt 
Ohurch, with a membership of ahout :300. 

The Christians have a large organization ill Hot 
Springs, and a new church eelifice. but no pastor 
at the time of compiling this bistol'}. 11hE're is one 
Roman Uatholic Church in Hot SpringB, thp edifice 
of which, a finE' brick structure, KtandK on thE' cor 
ner of Park and Whittington Avenues. It was 
erectE'd in 18~(). The priest is Father P. H. 
Garaghty, and the number of families belonging to 

the church is largE'. A convent school taught by 

The Baptist Churches of Garland County, 
pastoni and memberships, as shown by the minutes 
of tlH'\ pro(,8Adingo; of the SaJille Regular Baptist 
AClClociation, held at ~lalv81'n in October, 1~S8, are 
a~ follow...,: Hot Springs, Fin..,t, Elder J. H. Carpf'n 
t8r, 1..j..~; Betl.Jl~heIll, Eldf'l' 'V. A. N~ighbors, 

34; Corin1.b, D. K. 1\,IcVny, 3;); Ult'ar Crepk, 
,rarm"~ A. Hayf'raft, 1~; Marble, ,James A. Hay 
craft, 28; Mountain Valley, saIlle pao;tor, 1q; 
Mount Pleasant, W. A. Neighbor; Mount Tabor, 
A. H. Armsil'ong, 3+; l\IcClellan Springs, J. A. 
Haycraft, 1J; New Prospect, John Lenpase, B; 
Rock Spring, J. J. Adams, [)5; South Fork, J. 
A. Haycraft, 49; Smith Creek, C. F. 1\1oore, 84. 
In addition to the foregoing there is the Second 
Baptist Church in Hot Springs, of wbich Elder J. 
1\1. Gaycraft is pastor. 

All the churches in Hot Springs, Rave the 
Homan Oatholic and several in the country, have 
Sunday schools connected with thE'm. The county 
is weB Rupplied wlth l'eligious orgauizatiol1B, anti 
the cause of Christianity is prospering. 

B. F. Ballard, conceded to be among the pros 
pl?1"on8 farmers of Hot Springs Township, Garland 
County, Ark., was the oldest in a family of ten 
childrt'n born to Eli Ballard and Sethenia (McVen) 
Ballard, natives of Georgia. His birth occurred 
in Georgia in 1887. His father, who was reared 
on a farm, receivpd a limited education in youth, 
and was married in ] <i36, rearing a family which 
consisted of four boys and six girls: B. F" (the 
subject of this biography), Robert M. (dE-ceased), 
W. B., Joshua, Cassandra, Ellzabeth, Rachel, 
Martha J., Maria and Oatbarine. Mrs. Ballard 
died in 1883, as a member of the Methodist Epis
copal Church. Mr. Ballard is a stanch Democrat. 
B. F. Ballard was edncated in the common schools 
of Georgia, anel began farming for hi mself in 1 S55. 
ThE' following year he married Eliza Strickler, 
daughter of Roswell Strickler. of Georgia. Sub 
seqnently the affairs of ordinary life were inter 
rupted hy war troubles, and, in 1862, Ml'. Ballard 
enlisted in the Fifty sixth Regiment Arkansas 

the 8istl:'rs of l\Ierry is connected with this parish. Infantry, Company A, under Capt. Brewster, rE' t 
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maj ning in service until the surrender, in ] 86f), at three daughters born to his parents, all of whom 
Greensboro, in North Carolina. He participated ale living except the oldest daughteT. He pas:-,ed 
in nearly all of the principal engagements. 1\11'. tbe clays of his yonth in Hot Springs, receiving a 
and .Mrs. Ballard are the parents of nine chilchen, limited education on account of the poor advan 
four of whom are deceased: Julian (deceased), tages for schooling. At sixteen years of age he 
Caria (now Mrs. Bworo). Mary (deceased), Eddie, enlisted in Company E, Nineteenth Arkansas Vol
Russie E., .Tabu ,V., .Martha J. (deceaRed), Eli unteers, Confederate Army, and served a short 
(deceased) and Alphonso. .Mr. Ballard OWllS ] 30 timE' in Tennpssee and l\lississippi, but was dis 
acres of fine lauel, and ranks among tbe influential charged on account of his youth just before the 
and enterprising' citizens of the township. He is a fall of Vicksburg. Soon after he went to Texas 
Democrat in politics. 1\I1's. Ballard is a member of where he remained for eight months, and upon re
the Baptist Church. turning home joined Cook's battalion in Gen. 

Albert L. Barnes, one of the principal mer Price's army, taking part in the battles through 
chants and dealers in general merchandise and 1\lissouri, Kansas and the Indian Territory. He 
oil stone, whose ,,,ell known pstablishment, the tben returned home, but later l'ej0ined his com 
"Last Chance," is situated on the Little Rock mand at Magnolia, Ark., wheTe he wa'3 assigned to 
Road, was born at Hot Springs, Ark., on April 0, dnty as orderly serge-ant, and being highest rank 
] 845, and is a son of Phineas and J uEa A. Barnes ing officer was in command of his rompany, serv
(nee Judd), natives of Ohio. The father came to ing in that capacity until his surrender at Marshall, 
Hot Springs about the year 1838, being among the Texas. Upon returning home he entered into the 
first settlers of that place, and resided there until business of exporting oil stone with hiB father, 
his death. He was one of its most industrious and and has since continued in that line, being prob 
enterpriRing citizens during his life, and foremost ably more conversant in that work than any other 
in developing the industrial and agricultural inter man in Garland County. He is running three 
ests of his State. One of the first discoverers of quarries and employs about ten men, his ship
the l,ich b€'ds of oil stone in that locality was the ments amounting to between $5,000 and $6.000 
elder Barnes, who made it a principal article of annually, in the rough, besides cutting a quantity 
commerce, and was a large exporter of the "Oua for the retail market in Gal-land County. Since 
chita Stone" which received its name on account 1883 ~Ir. Barnes has been operating a general 
of ('oming out of the Ouachita Rivel' in Arkansas, store on Park Avenue, the last one on the road to 
and taking its llame at New Orleans. For a great Little Rock, the sales and cash collections of 
many years Mr. Barnes was a j llstice of the peace, which amount to about $12,000 annually. He also 
and was one of the few who remained in Hot owns a fine residence on the corner of Bower and 
Springs during the OiviI War. He had been a North Streets, Hot Springs. In 1875 he was mar 
m€'mber of the :Methodist persuasion for a long ried to 1\1iss Rachel Wallace, of Hot Springs, but 
time, and was a leader in religious work. His lost his wife by death the following year. His 
father was Phineas Barnes, a native of New second marriage occurred in 18b3, to 1\1rs. Eliza 
York, of Scotch descent, who lived and died in the beth ]Ual'tin, an estimable widow of Texas, by 
State of Ohio. The mother of Albert L. Barnes whom he had three chilchen, two of them yet liv
is still living and resides in Garland County. She ing: Edna and Judd, who have obtained the bE'st 
was a daughter of Philo and Nancy Judd, of New education to be fonnd in the State. In politics 
York and Ohio, respectively, who were married in 1\lr. Barnfls is a stanch Democrat. casting his 
the latter t::ltate. In religious faith the mother has first vote for Greeley in 1872, and for two years 
been a member of the "Methodist Church for over sE'rved as justice of the peace. In secret soci 
forty years, and is a devout Christian woman..J 8tieFs h&8isAa llil\IemCber of Hot Springs Lodge No. G2, t 
Albert L. Barnes is the oldest of five sons and A.. .., 10mmandery No.5, Chapter No.

J 
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-4-7 and also the Council. He is present Past Mas 
tel' ur his lodge, and in 1<iBO 81 held the office or 
l\IaHter aH alHo most all or the other uffices, hf'side'-3 
having twice heen l'eprespIltativp at thC' GraIld 
LodgE' at Littlp Rock. In religions l1e118£ 1\1r 
Barnes and hi'-3 'wiff' have' hath hppn memhers of 
thf' l\fethoui:-,t Church for ahout eighh>en ) ears. 

Dr. ,y illiam H. Barry, Hot Hprings, Ark. 
This prominent physician was originally rrom 
Spartanburg, S. u., where hiH birth occurred 
February 11, 1&:36. His parents, Hugh W. and 
~lalinda (Kilgore) Barry, w!:'re natives of South 
Carolina, the father born in Spartanburg, and the 
mother in Greenville, ana both or Irish ancl.:'Rtry. 
The paternal grandfather was a captain tb1'ough 
the Revolutionary War, and his death occlllTed in 
South Carolina. The rathel', Hugh W. Barry, 
followed agricultural pursuits for a livelihood and 
remained in his native State until 1839, when he 
removed to Cherokee County, Ala., and from then~ 
in 184:;) to LaFayette County, Miss., where be died 
in 1'380. The mother is yet living. They reared 
six children, only four now living, and Dr. Will 
iam H. Barry the eldest. He was early taught 
the dutiE'S of farm life, and remained under the 
parental roof until fifteen years of age, when he en 
tered the academy near Oxford, preparatory to the 
university. He began the study of medicine in 
] 85U, grarluated at the Memphis lVlec1ical College 
in March. 1'338, and immediately began practicing 
at his home in Mississippi, whpre he remained two 
years. In December, ] /)\)0, IlP came to Monticello, 
Ark, and here lived uutil the war broke out, 
when, ::\lay ~, 1~61, he pnlistE'd with the First Ar 
kansatl Regiment. ao, assistant surgeon, and wa" in 
Virginia when AI'kansas secede(l At the battle 
of Shiloh he was prostrated with jaundice anu went 
home un a furlough. AftN the war he resumed 
his practice' nt Monticello, remained there until 
April, 1~15. when he came to Hot Springs, and 
has since been in active practice. Soon after com
inO' here he was one of the organizers of the city
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government of Hot Springs, and as chairman 
of the committee on ordinances, wrote all the 
oriO'inal ordinances of the ('ity and served two 
tf>rmb in the city ('ouneil. In] ~71i he wa':l elected 

president of tlw Arkansas State Medical Associa 
tion, which position he honurably filled for one 
term. 800n after coming here he was appointed 
f-lchool examiner, ,vhich position he still fills. He 
organizE'd thE' pnhlic schools of the county. which 
are now a crpdit to any cOlllmunity. III 1878 he 
was elef'ted to the legiRlaturp without canvass, and 
H>-electeu in 1C!82, serving two terms with honor. 
The Doctor has been a valuable citizen to Hot 
Springs, and has Jone much in builJing up its 
great future. In 1883 he was appointed presi 
dent of the boaru of health, and after Rerving a 
year or two resigned, and in J nne, 1887, he was 
again appointed with enlarged powers, being chief 
executive health officer and preRident of the board 
of health which consistfl of himself and two con 
suIting members. He ~','as appointed by the 
United Statps Government as pension surgeon in 
the same year. and is now president of the board 
of surgeons at Hot Springs. He is also president 
of the Hot Springs Medical Societ) at i his timf'. 
He was married in 1839 to Miss Lou '" att, a na 
tive of South Carolina, and the fruits of this 
union are three living children: Linda H., Nita 
and Pat L. One son, H. Walter, died in October, 
1~cn. He was manager of the 'VeRtern Union 
Telegraph Company. at Hot Springs, and was one 
of the most promising young men of the county. 

"Close his eye..,; his work is done, 
,Yhat cares be for friend or foeman, 
Rise of moon or set of SllU, 

Hand of man or kic:::; of woman? 
Lay him low." 

He left a widow and two children to monrn his 
loss, Thf' Doctor is a Mason and an Ancient Odd 
Fellow. He and wife are members of the Presby 
terian Church, in which the Doctor has been an 
elder for many years, and has been clerk of the 
session £01' the laRt thirty years. He has served as 
superintendent of the Sabbath scbool for many 
years, and i'3 one of the most esteemed and re 
spected citizens of the county. He haR had many 
hunors bestowed upon him that he could not 
accept, bas been earnestly solicited to run for 
Congress, State senator and the Governorship of 
Arkansas. The Doctor is connected with some 
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of the most prominent families, and his ance5tor, 
William T. Barry, was the originator of the system 
of Democratic National Conventions. The first 
convention held was when Andrew Jackson was 
nominated for president, and for his services Will 
iam T. Barry was made postmaRter general in 
Jackson's Cabinet. 

George Belding, retired merchant, Hot Springs, 
Ark., an honored and much respected gentleman, 
was born in Hot Springs (now Garland) Oounty, 
August 14, 1832, and is one of four children: 
Maria (wife of -William H. Gaines), Albert (in 
Little Rock), Henry (in Texas), and George, born 
to Ludovicus and Lydia (Bassett) Belding, both 
natives of Massachusetts. The parentA came first 
to Kentucky, thence to Indiana, and in 182R to 
Arkansas, where they located at Hot 8prings, in 
what is now Garland County. They carne through 
in wagons, and when the county was very thinly 
settled. The family settled in Hot Springs, re
mained there a year or two, and then moved to the 
f~rm near the Ouachita River, in what is now 
Sulphur Township, where the father died in 1833. 
He left a widow and four children. George Beld 
ing was the youngest of this family, and l'emained 
on the farm until J832, when he removed to Hot 
Springs with his mother, who died in the winter of 
1864. The Belding family gained considerable 
notOl'iety in lawing with the Government and indi 
viduals for the Hot Springs. George bought the 
place where he now lives, in 1858, and built a log 
house in which he still lives. 'This is one of the 
oldest landmarks in Hot Springs, and Mr. Belding 
is one of the oldest native-born residents now liv
ing in Garland County. DUl'ing the war he went 
to Texas, and remained a resident of that State for 
some time. In 1853 he engaged in the mercantile 
business, and carried it on until ItlG1, but in the 
spring of 18G6 he began again, and continued at 
this until 1571. Since that time be has not been 
engaged in any regular business. When he fin'lt 
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located at the Springs, there W8re about 200 in 
habitants, and he has since witnessed the marvel 
ous growth and improvement of the place. He 
owns almost a block of business buildings. nearly 
in the center of the city. In his early life he was 

a \Vhig in politics, but he is now a Democrat. He 
was married ill 18;)U, to :lUiss Arnan/la Irons, a 
native of JHis<.)ouri, who bore him eleven children, 
six now living: Bettie.. George R .. Augustus G., 
Almond B., 8elma L. and Fannie G. Mrs. Belding 
is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

W. P. Blake, dealer in jew81ry, Hot Springs, 
Ark. In all the wide range of industrial enter 
prises, there is no industry of greater importance 
than that of watches and jewelry. In this line are 
a number of the leading citizens and merchants 
engaged, among whom may be found the substan
tial and representative establishment conducted 
by W. P. Blake. lUr. Blake is originally from 
Farmington, 1\le., and the son of H. K. Blake, also 
a native of the Pille Tree f:)tate. John 1\1. Blake, 
an uncle of the subject of this sketch, was also a 
Maine mall, and came to Hot f:)lHings in 18G0, 
where he established the first jewelry store of the 
place. He continuecl the business until his death, 
which occurred in July, 1887. He leal'ned his 
trade at 'Yinthrop, Me., and was extensively en
gaged in that business at the time of his death. 
Wilham P. Blake then took charge of the bUHiness, 
and this he still continues. They carry the largest 
stock of jewelry in Hot Springs, and it \\ ill invoice 
at about $20,000. W. P. Blake learned hiH trade 
at Kokomo, Ind., and about 15,:3 came to Hot 
Springs, where he has since resided. He is a 
member of the lUasonic order, also of the Knights 
of Pythias, and has passed through all the ('hairs 
of the last named order. He is a thorough gentle
man, and courteous and genial to all customers. 

Augustine ,Yo Borland, whose prominence as a 
business man has become wi<lely establisheu, deals 
in groceries, also grain, produce, hay, etc., in Hot 
8pringt>. His place is situated on Central Avenne, 
ana he first establishe<l his bnsinesi:> in 1S,\), start 
ing in with but vt'ry little capital. He now owns 
a stock worth $-i, 000, and has a large trade, besidpR 
two good business blocks and two other valuable 
lots. lUI'. Borland is an active, btraightfor\\'ard 
and honest lHlt>iness lllan, whof>e wor<l iH as good 
as his bond, and he is quoted as an authority in 
commercial circles. He fin·,t comrneneed in life as 
a farm hand, and has gained his present t>ubstan 
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tial position in the world by strict attention to bus 
iness and natnral ability for it. He was born in 
Randolph County, Ga., in 1864. and is a son of 
Quintillion and Rachel (Stevenson) Borland. When 
Augustine was three years old the parents moved 
to Dale County, Ala., where the mother died in 
1874. The father was a soldier in the Confederate 
army, and was killed during the Seven DaYH' bat 
tIe in Virginia. Ten sons and four daughters were 
born to the parents, of whom seven suns are living 
and three dead; all of the daughters are yet living. 
Besides being in the army himself, the father had 
three brothers and four sons who also served under 
the Confederate flag. One of the surviving sons, 
Judge E. J. Borland, was judge of the probate 
court at Geneva County, Ala., for a great many 
years. Augustine ,V. Borland was reared on his 
parents' farm and edncated in the Common country 
schools, receiving most of his education after at 
taining his maturity. ,Yhen twenty-two years of 
age he came to Hot Springs and worked as a farm 
hand, and later on clerked in a country store for 
a few years. He aftf'rward established himself 
in the grocery business on a small scale at Hot 
Springs, which he increased as time went by. until 
it has assumed its present proportions, giving an 
evidence of the pluck and enterprise characteristic 
of Mr. Borland' 8 nature. He is now one of the 
leading merchants and most popalar citizens of 
Hot Springs. In politics Mr. Borland is a stanch 
Democrat, and cast his first presidential vote for 
Tilden, in 1876. 

John H. Crawford, a prominent merchant of 
JohnstowIl. Garland County, was born in Georgia 
in 1842. John A. Crawford, Sr., his father, first 
saw the light of day in South Carolina, about 1812. 
and while- growing up. rect'ived but a limited edu
cation, though familiarizing himself with the mpl'
cantile business. He moved to Georgia when a 
small boy, and in 1838 was married to Emily Hill, 
a native of that f:)tate. They were the parents of 
eight children: James 1\1. (deceased), John H., 
Susan A. (the wife of Thomas H. \\ hite), David 
(deceased), William H., Charles, Walter and Lean 
drew (deceased). Mr. Crawford left Georgia for 
Arkansas in 1859, and though having been very 

succes8ful in the mel'cantile business, he located on 
a farm in Drew County. In Ib6:-~ he moved to 
Texas, where he bought lanel, on whicll he lived 
until his dl:lath, in l~CI. He belonged to tlw Ma 
sonic order, and was a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Ohurch, South. Mrs. Crawforu's father 
was a native of Georgia, and a farmer hy occnpa 
tion. JoLn H. Crawford started out in life ill tlw 
mercantile business, in ISo7. He was educated in 
the private schools of Georgia, and in 1801 enlisted 
in the First Arkansas Infantry, under Capt. James 
A. Jackson, participating in all of the principal 
battles. He was taken prisoner at Nashville. Tenn.. 
and held about three months. He was on his way 
home while on a furlough at the time of the sur
render. Mr. Crawford married Caroline Too], a 
daughter of GeOl'ge Tool, of Mississippi, and to 
them seven children were born: Emily J. (now 
Mrs. Berry), Susan L., Charles D., ". iJliam H., 
George and Carrie. Mrs. Crawford died in 1883. 
She was a member of the 1\fethodist Episcopal 
Church, South. Mr. Crawford took for his second 
wife Mi~s Fannie Cason, daughter of A. B. Cason. 
of J eiferson County, Ark., in 1884. They were 
the parents of one child, named \~Talter, who is 
now deceased. Mr. Orawford's business career in 
Johnstown, adjoining Hot Springs. uates from 
1888, when he formed a partnersllip with J. L. 
Lloyd They are now enjoying an encouraging' 
patronage. :.V.1r. and 1tlrs. Urawford aI'e members 
of the Methodist Episcopal Chnrch, South. 

Dr. J. T. Fairchild is owner of the famous 
Fairchild Potash Sulphur Springs, located seven 
miles southeast of Hot Springs, and one mile from 
Lawrence, a station on the Little Rock Railroad. 
This celebrated health and pleasure resort, which 
has gained a national reputation. has been for the 
past :five years under the able management and 
proprietorship of Mr. E. E. 'Woodcock, a son in law 
of Dr. Fairchild. The grounds are fitted up with 
everything imaginable to make them pleasant and 
attractive for the hundreds of guefits who gather 
there at all seasons. An elegant hotel is fonnu, 
with bath house, billiard· room and bowling alley, 
dancing halls and spring houses. from which Uu 
pid has played many pranks with the suscepti 

'1r 



GARLAND COUNTY. 

j 

·ble. The hotel also contains a postoffice, and has 
telephone connections with Hot Springs anu Little 
Rock. The scenery is })eautiful, the mountains 
forming a picturesque background, and the cli 
mate is healthful and salubl·iollS. It is a paradise 
for hunters, as game is found in plenty, and the 
piscatorial artist has his hands full when fishing in 
the Ouachita River. The wide reputation of these 
springs is constantly increasing, as stories of the 
wonderful cures performed are brought to notice. 
It is estimated that 10,000 people visit these annu 
ally for physical relief, irrespective of the number 
who come for pleasure. ,Yhen Dr. Fairchild first 
became theil' possessor, in 184,0, the accommoda 
tions consisted. of only a few rude log houses, but 
through his persistf'nt energy, and a desire to ben
efit the public, he has succeeded in making it one 
of the most noted and attracti ve resorts in the 
Southwest, and by his continued efforts, in conjunc
tion with Mr. ,yoodcock, its present proprietor, it 
will in a few years be a suburb of Hot Springs. 
Dr. Fairchild is a pleasant and interesting gentle
man, an untiring worker. and a man of resources 
for every emergency. He is well known through
out Central Arkansas, where he has resided for 
forty years, and is one of its most mfluential and 
respected citizens. The Doctor's birth place is in 
the Hudson River country, New York State, and 
he was born in 1813. The youngest of four chil
dren born to his parents, he was reared 011 a farm 
until attaining his sixteenth year, being educated 
in the common schools and the village academy, 
after which he studed medicine for several years, 
with the intention of being a druggist. In the 
year] 8-1:5 he came to Arkansas, intending to enter 
the drug business, and brought his mother with 
him, his father having died the year before. He 
located at Batesville, where his' mother died the 
following year; but insteau of following the drug 
business, he commenced practicing mt:'dicine. He' 
remained at Batesville for two years, Rnd then 
moved to Camden, where he continued his practice 
until the year 1849. The following year he came 
to Hot Springs, and since that time has oeen resid
ing at what is now known as the Fairchild Potash 
Sulphur Springs, where he owns about 320 acres 
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of land in connection with the spring~. For twen
ty years he practireu his profession with great 
success, and at the end of that time abandoned it. 
Since then he has lived a somewhat retired life. 
Dr. Fairchild was married, in 1~47, to Elizabeth, a 
daughter of J osepL. Hardin, of Kentucky, who ",,'as 
one of the earliest ~ettlers of Lawrence County, 
Ark., and afterward one of its wealthy and re
spected citizens. J\Ir. Hardin was sheriff of Law
rence County at a period when the nearest place 
of imprisonment to which he could take his prib
oners was at Little Rock. His father, Benjamin 
Hardin, was a notable man in the early history of 
Kentucky, and an associate of Davy Crockett. 1\1r..,. 
Fairchild, a woman of accomplishment, died Oc
tober L 1860, a devout Christian. Three daugh
ters were born, to Dr. and 1\1rs. Fairchild, of 
whom only one is yet living, Fannie, wife of JUl'. 
E. E. Woodc )ck. In politics Dr. Fairchild iB a 
Democrat, as were his father and grandfather be 
fore him. His parents were Benjamin and Fran
Sina (Mills) Fairchild. of Bedford and Chatham, 
N. Y., respectively, the father residing in his na
tive State all h1s life, and uying in 18-1:-t He was 
a well to do farmer and dairyman, and of English
Irish origin. Many of his family are yet living, 
and scattered throughout the country, some of 
them attaining great prominence in public and 
professional life. 

William Fan was born in Henry County, Ala., 
July ]J, lS37, and was the son of Insell Fan and 
Narusus l\1cClol1u, natives of Edgecombe County. 
f:). C., and Henry County, Ala., respectively. The 
former was born August ]2, 1781, and the latter 
June 19, 1b16. He was of Scotch-Irish descent, 
and was a blacksmith, wood worker and silversmith 
by trade, being also engaged in the mercantile 
busiupss in Henry County, Ala., for a short timt:'. 
Emigrating from South Carolina to Georgia. he 
carried on blacksmithing. and later went to Ala 
bama in 1830. In] 830 he moved from Alabama 
to Florida. His first wife was 1\lary t)mith. of 
Georgia, who became the mother of ten children: 
'Tillman, Anderson, Larkin, James, Columbus. 
ToliyE'l', Mary. 'Margaret, Darkes and Snsan. 1\Irs. 
Fan's death OCCUlTed about 1630. In 1833 1\11'. t 
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Farr married l\:liss J.\fcCIOlld, who barf' a family of 
nine children, five boys and four girls: \Vi.1liam 
(the subject of this article), Iusel], J amB~, Basil, 
Daniel~ Sarah, Rachel, I,izzie and Lydia. Mr. 
Farr was in the Indian vVar of l.S35. Hi~ upath 

occurred in ,Vashiogton County 1 Fla., in IS:l7, 
his wife dying In Jackson County, that State, in. 
1862, vVilliaru FBrl' began work for hims8lf by 
hewing timber, after which he followed tbo carpen 
tel" stradA, and was subsequently employed as 
oyer~eel' of an ext(!llsive plantation in FIOl'ida" He 
was educated in tbe Common schools of Florida, 
w here he was afterward ll.Jarried to Miss Sarah 
L. ]\fnrphy, daughter of Batt Murphy, in 18G8. 
They have eight children, four boys and four 
gil'ls: 'Yilliam T_; James 1., Lydia L., Nannie 
E., Daniel J., Martha N., JoLo S., and Mary J. 
Upon leaving Florida Mr, FaIT came to Arkansas, 
April 24, 1871, and located in what is at this time 
Garland County, where he bonght a quartet-sec 
tiOI] or land, thirty five acre::> vf jl:, now DBiug under 
cultivation. :\1"r8. Fan was born in Georgia in 
184:U. Her father married Elizabeth J oineJ', also 
a nati ve of Georgia, in ] 841, and they becaIJle the 
parent!-1 of five clIildren, three bnys and two girls: 
J ames, Stephen, Cbarles, Sarah and Thlartha (wife of 
\V. D. L. Boswell). Mr. Murphy died in Georgia 
in 1852. Mr. FaIT is a member of the Masonic 
order, and he and his wife are bot,b members of the 
Missionary Baptist Church. l\{rB. Farr is an act 
ive worker and member of thl:3 Union Telllp8rance 
Society. They are well known and highly re
spected hereabouts. 

Dr. Sidney ,'~. Franklin, Hot Sprillgs, Ark. 
It 1<> the p)'erogative of the physician to relieve or 
alleviate the ailments to whicb suff8ring humanity 
is prone, and as such he oeserves tho most gratl:>ful 
consideration of all. A prominent physician and 
surgeon, who uy his own abilities has attained diH
tinction in bis profession, is Dr. Sidney W, Frank 
lin_ This gentleman was born in Col umbus. )1iss., 

April 22, 184:3, and was educated at Union Uni 
versity, JHul'freesbol'o, Tenn., also graduating ill 

medicine from the University of ~~W York, in. 
186 L He was th en. a surgE-on f or four )' ears in 

the Confederate service, being in chargo of the L08

pitale at Columbia, Tello., and at. Raymond, :vIi&,,>., 
and was also in thf' tield. In 1XI):) he locate(l at 
Mobill~. but removed from that phLce to Coium 
bus, Yfiss., in 18()l;, and thence to Hot Bpriugs, ill 

1871. His specialt} is di!:iea~l?s of tllP genito uri 
nary Ol'gans. He was a member ()f the l\Iil',sissippi 
State Medical Bociety, antI was secretary of the 
Lowndes County Medical Society of MissisAippi. 
He is a momber of the Arkansa.:;, State Medical 
Society and secretary of the Hot Bpring and Gal"
land County Medical Society. He was elected 
euunty surgeon of Lowndes County, 1\liss .. for] l.iE>7 
and 1Ho8" In J anllary, 1&70, his marriage to 
Miss Rate, daughter of ,JOLD U. Daugherty, of 
Memphit!, 'l\?nn" took place, and the l'et!ult of this 
union bas b'<3Bn one C'hild, John, who is now a 1aw 
student of the "CvivC'l'sity of Virginia. The Doc· 
tor is a I:\oyal Arch Mason. His parents, Sidney 
S. and Ann E. (Campbell) :Franklin, were nativE'S 
of New York and Tennessee, respectively. They 
wm'e lD.urried in Mississippi, and rearl!li a large 
family of children, only four n.ow living: Dl'. S, 
VV" Thomas, Oornoll and ·l\[alcomb. Thfl fatber, 

a graduate of the Universit)- of Kew York, was 
also a graduat~ of Yale CQll~gE', B.R well as of an 
institntion in Paris. He Wr1$ a vC'ry notell ph) si 
cian, and died in Columbus, l\1ist!., in 1S80. 

Capt. C. "Y. Fry, superintendent of Hot Springs 
Bath House Association, Hot SpI'iugs, Ark. Among 
all class.es and in every couJicion of lif~ a.re those 
who excel in whatf'ver they llPdf'rtake, ''I''bether of 
a proff'ssional, agricultural 01' comnlercial natul'e, 
and no matter how disagreeable the outlook on 
starting life, tlHly are sure to eventually reach the 
front and. Tec{>lve a share of tho bonOT and ere.dit 
due them. Capt. Fry was born. in Orange County, 
Va., May 1, 1842, and is the SOll of Philip ~. ana 
Pamelia 1H. (Anderson) Fry, the fOl'lllAr born in 

1HO 1, and di~d tll 1S3U, and the laUer IJLll'n in 
181 O~ and died in 1872·. They l"f'areo:.l a family of 
six sons. Oapt C. ,\-V. Fry attendE'd the academy 

at Orangfl Court Housel and graduate<l from that 
iU':ltitution in 1859. He then came tu Arkansas, 
taught school in Chic.ot. County for e,ightBen month8, 

anel then returned to his native Stato, where he 
donned his ~:mit of gray and entered the Gonfed 

., 
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erate service as lieutenant of fieLI artillery. He 
was promoted to the rank of captain in the fall of 
J ~()~. and ill the "'pring of J ~()5 he was raised to 
the nmk of major of artillery. Aftpr the close of 
the war he returned to Uhicot County, Ark., en
gaged as civil engineer and was employed by thp 
planters in the construction of levees to protect 
them from the overflow of tbe Uississippi River. 
He l'E'mained thus engaged until ] big, when he 
came to Hot t)prings, amI embarked ill the real-es 
tate business. He was appointed circuit court clerk 
by the Governor in IS10 to fill an unexpired tenn, 
and since that time he has been engaged in his 
present position. He married Fannie Daviei:> in 
1861, but she diea in JSin. He has two childxen: 
Fannie D. and ,y illtam. 

l\Iaj. "Villiam H. Gaines, one of the prominent 
pioneprs of Hot Springs, Ark., 'vas born Heaf 
Charleston, Va., June 80, liB'I, and is a son of 
Abner and Eiizabeth (JUatthews) Gaines, both na 
tives of England. Three Gaines brothers came 
from England at an early day, and one of them, 
Abnel. settled in Kentucky, taught school, and in 
connection carried on farming. He tlied in Boone 
County of that State, and there his wife also 
pas8\:'u her last days. Their family consisted or 
twelve chilc1ren. eight sons and four daughters, 
only three of whom are now living, two sisters and 
l\Iaj. vVilliall1 H. Gaines. The last named was 
reared in Kentucky, and owing to the scarcity of 
schools received but a limited education. At the 
age of fifteen years he began learning tlie black 
slllith trade, and served his time, but was obliged 
to go to school two months in or.ler to bl:-' able to 
keep accounts. He carried on his trade in Boone 
County for about twelve years, and mauufactureu 
wagons, carts, tool::; of aU kinus, shippetl them 
Sonth, and wab extensively engagetl in the manu
facturing trade. III 1~;W he settled ill Uhicot 
County, Ark., which wab six yean.; previous to the 
date of the State's a<1mis5ion into the Union, and 
at that time very thinly settled. He then ern 
barked in farming amI raising cotton, which he 
carried on extensively until the tllayes were made 
free, when he lost heavily. He was the owner of 
1()5 slaves, old and young, and after the war he 

tried to continue his farming operations bnt was 
compelled to give it np, thus losing a vast <llllOl1nt 
of mouey. besides lo..,ing considerable by pll(.1urh
ing his friendf>' notes_ III IN;)l he removed to 
Hot Springs, where bp has bince made his hOlle. 
At that time there were bnt fe,v Louses, and all of 
tlwm open summer llOuses. Preyions to hi:., n>. 
mo, al to the springs bo had visited the place sey 
eral times for bis health, and at last took np bi5 
residence there. The Major was in poor circum
btances for awhile after the war. but be was not a 
man to give up easily, and he soon retrieyed his 
fallen fortune. He was first married in J8H) to 
Miss Litha Early. by whom he has ont' child liv 
ing: Viren<la, wife of George ,Yo Sappington. 
1\I1's. Gaines died in IS28, and in the spring of 
J8-i9 he married 1\liss Maria Belc1ing, who bore 
him seven children, all married but one. a danghter, 
at hOllie. His seconel wife was OIle of the LeiI'::' 
to the Belding property, which was in litigation 
for many yean", but finally tht:' property went to 
the Government. It was through the Major's in 
ifuence that the snits were closed. He had an 
act passed in Congress authorizing Gaines, Rector 
and Hale to sup the Government; thus it wa~ set 
t1ed. The Major has done much to improye Hot 
Springs, is the owner of a great awount of real 
ebtate, and one of the wealthiest men of the 
county, altllOugh be spent a great deal of money 
on the property which the Government won from 
him. He was postmaster at Gaines' Landing on 
the Mississippi River, when it \ras worth about 
$;) per quarter. He has neyer been an office seeker. 
amI his life has been spent in ~pecnlating and buy
ing real estate. He is now in hib ninety second 
year, but is quite active and vigorous for his years. 
He has a wonderful memor~, and can get on his 
horse and riel\:' hack and forward to the city. He 
owns Gaines' Block, a tine brick structure ill 
which the bank iB located, and of which one of his 
sons, A. B. Gaines. is.lwesident. His eldest daugh 
tel', Fannie G. (wife of C. ~. ·Williamson), Au
gU:5ta L. (wife of S. H. Stitt). and thE" youngest 
daughter. nlary P. Gaines (nulllanieLl), reside iu 
Hot Springs; ,rilliam H., Jr. (the eldest bo.y), 1'1" 

silleb in Palo Pinto, Tex., one <langhter. LOlli", t 
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C. (wife of E. S. Blasdel), in Los Angplml, Gal., 
ano. the youugef->t son, Ahner L., l'esides in Eng
land. He has twenty two grandchildren living, 
the eldest being fourteen years of age, and two 
great grawlchildl'en, the eldest twelve years old. 

Dr..Iohn H. Gaines, Hot Springs, Ark. The 
subject of this f->ketch needs no introduction to the 
people of Garland County, for although a resident 
of the salle only kince ]b'3;), in that brief space of 
time he has acquired a substantial reputation as a 
representative physician, and one who is exactly 
suited for his profession. He was born in Adams 
Uounty, JYIiss., on March 7, 18:31, and is a son of 
Richard ]'.1. Gaines, a native of the Blue Grass 
State, and a very prominent lawyer. The elder 
Gaines was appointed Ly Andrew Jackson as 
United States district attorney for Mif:>sissippi, also 
represented his couuty in Arkamms in the legisla
ture, and held many important offices. He died 
in Chicot County, Ark. The maiden name of the 
Doctor's mother was Eliza Hutchins. She was 
Lorn in Mississippi, and there her death occurred. 
Dr. John H. Gaine" was reared in Mississippi, 
and received the principal palt or his education at 
Danville, Ky., where he grao.uated in 1'34~. In 
18~)O he hegan the stuuy of medicine and gradu
ated from that famous institution, the Ulliversity 
of Louisiana, in ]833, after which he began prac
tieing in Ohicot Uounty, Ark., and thE're remained 
for a short time. HE' then went to 1\Ii8souri, but 
not liking the State he returned to Uhjcot Connty. 
In 1'362 he went out afl surgeon in the Uonfederate 
army, and served nntil the sUlTflnder. In Febru 
ary, ] '-583, he came to Hot Springs, whpre he has 
since been actively engaged in !lis professioll. He 
is a member of the State Medical Society and 
American Medical Ahsociation. In] 83-1 he was 
united in marriage to l\Iiss Helen Foushee, a na 
tive of Virginia, and the fruits of this union are 
five living children. 

The Rev. P. H. Garahty is the first pastor of 
the church of" Our Lady of the Spriugs," and 
the only pastor the church bas had since its 01'

ganization or foundation. This church was dedi 
cated on August 15, 180'3, but bad no pa-,tor until 
18-0 Th B P H Garahty was born injI_____-I-.-----e---~-E'-v.-----.___.___(__ 
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County Longford, Ireland, but was reared and 
educated at Cincinnati, Ohio, grauuating from 
Mount St. Mary's of the \rt>st, in 1803. He was 
thlc\ first priest oruained by Archbishop Pprche, 
J Uilt' 1], ] H70. He took three or four courses 
in tbp tht'ological school at the Rame place, 
and horn uno to 18S:) he attenued bixtpen conn
ties in Southwest Arkaw-3ab, bekides huilding the 
church at Camden, Hope and Arkadelphia. He 
alRo lJUilt the church at Rocky Comfort, on the 
bonlel's of the Indian Tenitory. He came to 
America with his mother when five years of age, 
taking passage at Dublin, and landing at Pbiladel
pbia after a three months' ocean voyage. His 
early life was speot almost entirely in Rchonl, and 
Rlnce being ordained as a pastor he has tUJ'ned his 
whole attention to the building up of his denomi
nation. He also takes a decided interest in f:>chool 
and edncationalmatters, has founded the convent 
school and also a school for colored children, built 
in 1888, and taught by Sisters of Mercy. TheH
is also an infirmary conducteu by the Sisters of 
Mercy. They have a beautiful church and gooc1 
schools. The Rev. Father is next to the senior 
priest iu the line of ordination. Ad multos annos! 

JoLn Gillen, prOl)l'ietor of the Gillen Springs, 
three and a half miles from Hot Springs, was born 
ill Essex Uounty, N. Y., in 154-1. His rather, 
Hugh Gillen. was a native of Ireland, in which 
country he was engaged in the mercantile business 
fur a number of years, when he emigrateu to 
America, and located in the State of New York. 
Mr. Gillen knows bnt little or the parly history of 
his pal'ents, as they died when he was a small 
('hild, and he was then adopted hy an uncle. In 
1H07 he left New York and went to Louisiana, 
where bE' remailled about a year, going thence to 
Mobile, and rrom thpre to Little Hock, Ark., in 
1868, where he resided two years. In 1~,o he 
came to H()t Springs, and was occupied in running 
a restaurant for several years, after which he 
purchased 14-0 acreq of land, including the fine 
f->prings called "Gillen's Springs," located one 
mile and a half from "Hell's Half Acre!' and. a 
mile and a quarter west of what is known as ,. One t 
Thousand. Dripping Springs." These points are 

----------------------------------------------------~=;===:~~ 

~~ ,~ 



ver)' familiar to touristtl. Here l\Ir. Gillen built a 
large hotel as a fine summer resort. and, surrounded 
hy magnificent monntai n scenery, has gained a 
wide reputation. His springs are known as 
" Sweet Springs," ,. Iron Springs," "'Yhite Sul
phur SpriogR," and "Mountain Springs," from 
the different q nality of the waters, all posseb~illg 
rare meclicinal properties, surrounding which is a 
beautiful park. His hotel is elegant in all of its 
apportionments, having lwen finished at a cost of 
several thousand dollars. The servict' and table is 
unexcelled. Mr. Gillen is excayating into the 
mountain, with the pnrpose of tapping the hot 
water vein, and conveying it throngh pipes into 
his hotel. This excellent home of comfort, with 
its picturesque s1.uroundings, noted springs and 
affable proprietor, ranks among the most noted 
reSOl'ts in AI'kansas. 

Peter E. Greene, general prescriptionist and 
one of the principal dealers in drugs, medicines, 
etc., in Hot Springs, was born in Brunswick 
Connty. Va., in ] 828, and is a son of 1\lyal and 
Nancy (Jackson) Greene, natives of the same 
State. The parentiS werp married about the year 
180G, and. shortly afterward moved to Georgia, 
wbE're they l'esiued for almost thirteen years and 
then returned to Virgillia. About the year 1531 
they went to Tennessee, and. in H:j:m, came to 
Ulark County. Ark., locating near Arkadelphia, 
the father (lying tbe bame year in Tennessee, and 
the mother in Clark Connty, Ark., September 21, 
] 851. Peter E. was the fifth of seven sons and 
four daughters born to the parents, of whom 
three are yet living. He was reared on a farm 
and received hifi education in the log.cabin school
houses of the period. At eighteen years ohl he 
begall in life for himself by entering a dry goods 
house at Arkadelphia. and some time afterward 
embarked in the grocery bUsille'3fl on his own 
account. In 1'.1arch, 1'54.0, he crof'sed the plains 
with the first compan} that ever left Fort Smith 
for that pm'pof,e, and reached the Pacific coast 
aftE'r a journE'Y lasting over seyen months and 
twenty days. In California he operated a ferry 
for some time, and then settled at a point aboutj 
twenty five miles east of Stockton, where he com· 
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menced farming. In 185] he sowed the first 
wheat that was ever planted in the Scm Joaquin 
Valley. Later on he embarked ill cOillmercial life, 
which he carried on with success until l\Iarch, 
lH53, when he btarted for Australia, arriving there 
in 1\lay of the same year and remaining until Feb
ruary, 18;)4.. ~\yhile there Mr. Greene performed 
the tlifficult feat of walking clear across the island, 
a distance of SOO miles, and rendered uangerouf-> 
by thE' numerous bands of outlaws. His object 
eyer since leaving horue was the search for gold, 
and after leaving Australia be ernbarkpd on a ship 
for Peru: South America, where wonderful tales 
were told of the treasures to be found in tlle land 
of the Incas. On ani 'ling at Callao he joined a 
company of seven adventurous spirits like himself, 
and after fitting tLE'mselves out with the necessa 
ries for a perilous trip through an unknown coun· 
try, they crossed the Andes on donkeys and reached 
the head waters of the mighty Amazon. Mr. 
Greene remained in this region for some time, 
meeting with maDY strange advpntures, and after 
ward retnrneu to Callao. where hp took passage on 
a steamer for Panama. 'Yhile at the latter place 
his roving spirit had become somewhat subdued. 
and thoughts of home began to fill his mind. The 
gold excitement on the Pacific Coast was unabated, 
however, and his choice between going home and 
returning to California was so evenly matched that 
he finally tossed up a silver <.lollar to decide on his 
course. As on this, so it is with other circum
stances that change the destinies of men, the 
slightest turn ma)" shape the COlll'Se of great 
event5. He threw the coin into the air. and as it 
fE'll swiftly to the groullll muttered. .. Heads for 
home: tails I go to Oalifornia." Looking eagerly 
at the small coin whpre it fell he found that heads 
was np, and thus on the turn of an insignificant 
piece of silver his future ·was changed. Hp 
embarkeu on the next steamer for New York City, 
and after reaching that port left immediately for 
Arkansas, landing once more alllong home and 
friends at Arkadplphia in August. 1"-l5-t. In 1S;)'i 
1\11'. Greene starteu in the urug lmsines~ in that 
city and continued until 18GI. H .., then estab 
lished a general merchandise store and eanied 011 
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that bnsine~s until 1'i7:3. In 187~ lJe bought a 

spring twelve miles from Hot Springs, Ark., which 
had quite a reputation locally for the cure of di" 
eases; however, no improvements had RS yE't 
been nwde upon them, but he at once commenced 
to improve the property, antI from tht> name 
of Lock8t he changeel it to that of Mountain 
Valley Springs. Under his management this 
place became qnite a noted pleasure and health 
resort, but shortly after he moved to Hot Springs, 
where he kept an hotel for some tiwe. After 
this venturI'; be turned bis attention entire to sen 
ing his Mount Valley water, which had attained a 
nationa1 reputation, and in 1':IS 2 he disposed of the 
spring. In 1884: 1\11'. Greene established hi-mself 
in the drng bnsiness, which he has 8ince carried 
on with grBat success. He owns a splE'ndid resi
dence adjoining bis business property known as 
the ,. Bloomington," and also real estate in Clark 
and Montgomel'Y COl1nties, all of it made by 
his own enterprise and untiring energy. In 1S61 
be enlisted in the Confederate army and held the 
rank of lieutenant, but aftE'l' the Riege of Corinth 
he resigned and came home. In politics he was 
formerly a ·Whig. bLlt since the war has been a 
Reconstructionist, and later a Democrat until 1bCS'3, 
ancl now.a Prohibitionist. Mr. Greene has been a 
temperance man all his life, and has dout' much for 
the cause of sobriety. In religious faith he and 
wife attend the Methodist Church, to which they 
belong. He was married J une 2~, ] bOG, to Mariah 
V., daughter of Maj. James D. ano Priscilla 
(Dickinson) Scott, of Virginia and Alaoama, re
spectively. lHr. aod 1\11'<'. Scott were marriE'd in 
Alabama, amI in ] 8:33 came to Clark Couuty, 
Ark.. where the wife died in 1 b(H. Mr. Scott is 
still living and resides at Arkadelphia at the age of 
eighty six years. He iR a very prominent man in 
that section, and a nevhew of Gen. 'Vinfield Bcott. 
Alter the death of hi~ first wife he was again mar
ried, but)5 now a widower the third time. Mr. 
and ~Ir8. Greene have had one child born to their 

maniage: J pssie. Mr. Greene is a thorough 
gving and progn·ssive ol1siness man, and all inter 
esting conversationalist. He can relate many 

thrilling incidents of his travels through the wild 
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,Yest, AUAtralia and Hauth America, and tell of 
experiences that but few mPH have ewlnreu. He 
is a l'epreBEllltati i'e citizen, anel a man of honor, 
and is hl:'ld in gl'eat pf>t('em uy the entire com 
muuit} . 

J llmes Higuon, the son of Ruliford and Athelia 
(Lathem) Higdon, wa'"> born in Frallklin~Uounty, 
Ala., in 18~(). 1, His father r(:tlllP origillally from 
North Carolina, when'" he was reareu on a farm, an 
occupation to which his attention wa'3 directeu 
during life. In hiH family were nille children, 
seven boys and two girlR, three of whom only are 
living: Ph]lip, Nancy (wife of John Moore, and 
James (the subject of this article). 1\11'. Higdon 
was in the ,Var of 1812, and oied in 1S..J::4,; .his wife 
surviviug until 1 S72. They were of Scotch Irish 
extraction. James Higdon started out upon his 
own Tesources in 180:2, and began fanning on land 
which he owned, in Clark County, Ark In 1867 
he married Miss Mollie Sprow, a native of Clark 
Oounty, whose parE'nts, of lVIississippi origin, had 
these childnm: Lulu, Fredelia and Mollie. 1\Ir. 
Sprow was a farmer, and himself and wife were 
memuers of the Baptist Church. He died ill 1882, 
and his wife in 18Wi". Mr. and Mrs. Higdon are 
the proud parents of six children, five boys and 
one girl: J oinor R., Lallie, Walter 1\1., J nlie R., 
George E. and Franklin. JUt'. Higdon owns a farm 
of 420 acres, with seventy two acres uuder cultiva 
tion. He owns a half interest in a saw and grist
mill and cotton gi n, about nine miles south of Hot 
Springs, and a half interest in the Johnson ferry 
on the Ouachita River. He is also engaged in 
hauling timber to Hot ~prings, running six teams 
constantly. While perhaps not possessed of such 
an education as might be def'oired, his opportunities 
for such when a boy having been very limited, he 
uuderstands thoroughly its worth and heartily ad 
vocates pducational improvement, and donates lib 
erally to all educational industries. He is a prom 
inf'llt Dpmocrat of his township. 

Edward Rogaboom, preRident of the Arkan~as 
National Bank, Hot ~lJrjngs) Axle This repre
sentative citizell, a naiive of New York, was born 

in Dundee, in November, 1842. being a son of t 
Elam A. and l\Iargaret (WellR) Hogaboom. both G 
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natives of the same State, and of Holland Dutch now living: J ohu R., Asa. ,rilliam 1\1., Joseph, 
ancestry. rrhe father followed farming and in Polly A. (wife of Berry Orocker) and Matilda (now 
connection kept a botel. He died in his native Mrs. Campbell.) Moving from Georgia to Ala 
State, but the motber is still living on the old bama in 185-1-, the senior Holcomb remained until 
homestead. The grandparents, or rather tht' ] SGc;, when he came to Arkansas and located in 
grandfathers on both sides. were Reyolutionary Hot Spring Connty, here residing until his death 
soldiers. Edward HogRboom was principally edu- in 1b39. He was a membt'r of the Baptist Ohurch, 
cated in the State of Lis birth. and there 1'e- as is also his wife. who still survives him, and who 
mained until fiftPE.·n years of age, wllen he was was born in 1"i0-L John R. Holcomb was married 
employeJ as a clerk in a drug store, but later ell to 1\1iss Celia H. Ashworth, daughter of Job Ash
gaged as clerk on a steamboat on the Ohio River worth, ,of Virginia, in 1847. Their union took 
for about two years. After this he embarked in place in Hall County, Ga., from which locality 
the lumbering business in -Wisconsin. and was thus they t>migrated to Alabama in 1868, remaining 
occupied for nearly ten years. In 1C;() 1 he E'11 until 18t 1. Suu.;;equently thE'y removed to Clark 
listed in GE'n. Hic;kman' s staff, also in the staff of County, Ark.. and afterward located in Garland 
Gen. Patterson, and 8erved nntil the close, acting County, 1\11'. Holcomb now owns SOO acres of land, 
as clerk for two years in the quartermaster depart with about 140 acres under cultivation, and be 
ment. In the spring of 1878 he located in Hot sideE:. these interests he entered into the mE'rcantile 
Springs. engaging in the c1rug business. and this he business. building up and enjoying a large hade. 
still continues, being interested in several large es- In 1863 he enlisted in Oompany D, Twenty ninth 
tablishments of the kind. Since his election as Georgia Infanhy. under Oapt. f':)urrill and CoL 
president of the bank, he has turned his attention Mitchell, in which regiment hp served nntil his 
entirely to the hanking business, being a large discharge in 1~()3. He was in the battle of Chicka 
stockholder in each of these financial institutions, mauga and all of the principal engagements. 1\I1's. 
besides owning a vast amount of real estate. He Holcomb was born in Franklin COl1nt;-.-, Ga., in 
has aided materially in building up the 8prings, 1828. Her father had eight children: John, Eliza 
and is accOllllted one of the foremost men of the beth, 1\Ialissa, Celia H .. 'Yilliam S., Thoma:'. R., 
county. He was married in 1876 to 1\Iiss Jeanette Joseph J. and one other. 1\Ir. Ashworth followed 
Classman, by whom he has two children: Gilbert farming all his life and died in 1334-, his wife (a 
and Adelbert. 1\11'. Hogaboom is a Thirty second member of the Methodist Ohurch) following bim in 
degree Scottish 1\lason, and is al">o a Knight of 18G9. Mr. and JUrs. Holcomb are members of the 
Pythias. He waR chaplain of the Commandery for Baptist Church. frhe former is a Democrat aml 
a number of years. He is secretary of the Eastman one of the most prominent citizens of his town 
Hotel Company, is presidpnt of the Park Hotel ship. His land i~ underlaid ,vith mineral are, in 
Company, president and treasurer of the Ice Com which gold has been (ljscovPred that, according to 
pany, Electric Light Company, Kentucky Livery the rel)ort of \Y. H. Garner, of St. Louis, assayed 
aod Transfer Company, and bas interests in various two ounres to the ton, and it is Mr. Holcomb's be-
other enterprises. lief that this could be mined in paying quantities. 

j 

John R. Holcomb, prominent in the agricnlt Dr. J. C. Holiman haf'! attained to deservecl 
ural affairs of Mills Township, was boro in Frank prominence and fame as a physician of Hot 
lin County, Ga" August 18, 182-t being the son Springs Township. He was the third son of a 
of Solomon and Elizabeth (Ray) Holcomb, both na family of five children born to COl'nelius and 
tives of Georgia. The father, who was born in Elizabeth (Plyer Holiman. both natives of South 
1805) of English nationality, was engaged in farm Carolina, his hirth occurring in South CaroEna on 
ing all his life, and wa.;; married about 1821. He Fehruary:3, 1823. His father, Cornelius Holi 
had a family of eight children. five of whom are man, born in 1,U 2, ,,"as educated in the COWIDon ~ 
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Hchools of SouLh Carolina, and followed farm
ing as an occupation, during his life. He was 
married in 18] B and was the fathf'l' of five chi<l 
then: Elijah A., Uriah H., J. C. (our snhject), 
Mary (the wiclow of Jacob Sowels), Sarah (now 
tlect:'ased). Mr. Holiman f'migrated from South 
Carolina in lS--10 n.ud Hettled in Alabama, whel'(, 
he entel'f'd a quarter flection of lana on which he 
lived until hi~ (If'ath ill 11S62. He waR in the 'Val' 
of 1~12. and was an ardent memher of the Metbo 
dist Church until 1SJ3, when he nnited with the 
Baptist Ohurch. His wife was a native of Sonth 
Carolina and wa" a membm of the Baptist Church. 
She dif'd iu 18-1-3. Dr. rJ. C. Holiman remained 
upon the home farm until twenty one years of age 
when he sold out and commenced attending med 
ical lectures, entering in 1852 the Vniversity of 
PennsyIvania, in Philadelphia, under Preceptor 
Hulivan, of North Carolina, and a graduate of this 
University. Dr. Holiman took one course there 
and then practiced a few years, after which he 
again entered college and graduated at Tnsca 
loosa, Ala. Following this he practiced in Oar
roll Count), ~Iiss .. in 1C,5:3, after which he re
moved to Fayette County, Ala., wh8l'e be con 
tinued similarly occupied for twelve years. Dr. 
Holiman was married in l\Iississippi, in ] 8..t5, to 
Rachael A. JHm·tin, a daughter of John Martin of 
Choctaw County, that State. 'They became the 
parents of thirteen children, eight of' wbom are 
now living: S. S. B., ~'S illiam \V. , Oornelius, 
Joshlla 0., Fannie B. (the wife of Shelhy J. 
Johnson), Sarah E. (wife of Leroy O]onenger), 
Emma N. (II ow ~hs. Barnett), ,Joshanna. Fredo 
Ilia A. (now deceaBell), Nancy E., Martha, Vida 
1£n,e and James W. In 1867 Dr. Holiman emi 
grated from l\Iississippi to Arkansas, where he 
bought 314: acres of land, 240 of which are in this 
county, and seventy four in Magnet Oove, Hot 
Hpring County. There arl? seventy four acreR 
under cultivation and twenty tive acres of fine 01'

cbard. The Doctor also owns oDe of the fine"t 
cotton gins in the State, as well as Raw, grist and 
Rhingle mills located in Hot Spring County. He 
lost all hiK propelty dnring the war and what be 
now has is a result of active energy and industry 
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Slllce that time. His farm is well improved and 
haA good buildings upon it. His practice nets 
him a comfortable incomp, an(l hf' well c1pservps 
the positioll to whicb he has l'iSf'IL He has, bow 
evpr, bef'n l'f'tired from active practice ,ince ] Rt1R, 
having turned his attention priucipally to farming 
an(l fruit growing. He is a fit-lUher of thE> 1. O. 
O. F. and lwlongq to thf' Church of Christ. 

James P. Howard, whosf' a~:-,o('iation with the 
agricultural and stock intprest, of Gal'land County 
has contributed largely to his extensi, e acquaint 
ance, is a resident of Union Township. He was 
born in ::;aline Connty, in 184:7, and is a son of 
Albert and Elizabeth (Boland) How~tl'd, who were 
born, reared and married in Tennessee. In 18-1-4: 
the parents moved to Saline County, Ark., and 
settled in J ef'ferson Township, where the mother 
died when James was but six Yf'ars old. The 
father was afterward married to Miss Mal'Y Brooks. 
and passed the remainder of his days on tIle farm, 
dying in 1883. The parents were members of thp 
Baptist Church, and earnest, Ohristian people. 
The father was a prosperous farmer, and an infln 
ential citizen, hi~ death causing a void in the com
munity that was not easily fille(l His father was 
Allison Howard, or Tf'nnessee, and he was also a 
brother to the late Judge Howard, of Saline Coun
ty. James P. Howaru wns the fifth child of two 
sons and fOUT daughters born to the first marriage. 
In order to obtain an education. during his boy
hood he was compelled to walk four miles ~o a log 
cabin scbool house every day, but this was a small 
matter in comparison with his desire to obtain 
knowle(lgl? During the Civil War he served two 
years in the Confederate army, bf'ing a member of 
Company H, First ArkansaR Cavalry, and operated 
in the 1\ ans Mississippi diAtl'ict, Arkansas and 
Missouri, and fighting at Prairie Grove, Jenkins' 
Ferry, Camden, Helena, Plie-e's raids through 1\1is 
sonri and a number of others. 'Yhile sick in the 
hospita1 at Fort Smith, he was captured and held 
for two months and then exchanged. Later on hE' 
rejoined his command at Camden, and shortly bE' 
fore the close of tb'" war he was captured at Benton 
and imprisoned at Little Rock nnbl the war was 
over. He then returned home, and in 1 S67 was 
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married to Eveline. daughter of Edward and ~1ary 
Akin, who were among tLe early spttlers of Haline 
Oounty. 1\1rs. Howard diell ill 1S8..!-, leaving two 
sons and three daughters. rrhe Doctor' ~ secoml 
marriag(> occurred in Garland County in 1'-1<:;6. to 
Martha E., claughter of ,J. J. anel Hannah Neigh 
bors, who settled in Garland Connt~ at an early 
period. 1\11'. Neighhors tuok an adive part tlm·jng 
the Oivil 'Yar. and was a soldier in tht' ConfNleratp 
arm). This marriage made Dr. Howard the father 
of one son. Previous to his marriage he went to 
Texas, but only Temained in tbat State onE' year, 
when he returnpd to Garland County and settled 
on his present farro, bix miles northeast of Hot 
Springs, wbere he owns about 1'-lO acres of very 
fine land, and has placed some fifty acres under 
cultivation. all the result of his own energy and 
enterprise. In politics he is a stanch Democrat, 
and cast his first prf'sidential vote for Reymour, in 
] 868. He is a prominent memher of -'Whittington 
Lodge No. ;-3()5, A. F. & A. 1\1., and has belonged 
to that body for fourteen ypars, holding at tliffer 
ent times the offices of Junior and Senior ,",Varden, 
and at one time Master of 1\1arble Lodge. He also 
belongs to the Knights of Honor at Hot Springs. 
In religious belief Dr. Howard and wife an' mem 
bel'S of the Baptist Church. 

Daniel James, also a representati ve fat'mer and 
stock raiser, of Garland County, with headquarters 
in Union Township, was born in Ripley County. 
1\10., in 1825, and is a son of Horner and Sallie 
(Byles) James. The father was a native of Ten· 
nessee. who moved to Missouri and was married in 
that State, and a few years later came to ~aline 
County, Ark.. where he passed thp remainder of 
his day~, dying shortly hefore the Civil 'Yar. He 
was one of the pioneers of Saline County, and an 
extensive stock raiser. and during his life had been 
married three times. His father was the Rev. 
Jesse James, a noted Ba}1tist minl.:;ter fOT many 
Yf'ars, and one of the first settlers of Haline Coun 
ty. Daniel Byles, the maternal grandfather. died 
before his wife, who again married at the age of 
one hundred years, her second husband being: a 
Mr. Brazzell, who was himself about ODe hmldred 

~~ ton years old, and had fought in the Rovolu 

tiOD. Daniel James was the third of three SODS 
and three daughters born to his pareuts, all of 
them yet living except one son, who was accident 
ally shot while hunting. He was reared jn the 
wilds of Haline Con nty, with but vpry few facilities 
for e(luration. an(l pabsed the grt>ater part of his 
youth in hunting the ....avage anjmals that infested 
that regioll. In 1H--t-j he was married to Malinda. a 
daughtf'l' of ,John and Tempa Bland, who wert> 0.1..,0 
pioneers of Saline County. where their daughter 
was born. Mrs. James died in ,June, 1 '-S8i3, after 
having bOTne bel' husband nint' children, of wbom 
three sons and three daughters are yet living: 
'Villiam, Barbara (wife of Daniel Robinson, of 
Saline County). Emily (wife of Stephen Hymus, of 
the same county), Catherine (wife of Louis Ellg .. 
ing. Saline Connty). Daniel and Jesse. In 1S8:3 
ilIr. James was married to l\Irs. Elizabeth l\Iilds, 
an estimable widow and a daughter of 'Villiam and 
Elizabeth Terry. who came from Missouri at an 
early day, and setleel in Saline County. He first 
moved on his present farm in ] 874-, which is sitn 
atea on the Saline RiveT. about twelYe miles north 
past of Hot Springs. and now owns SOllie --!'OO acres 
of very fertile land with 150 acres under cultiva 
tion. He has made farming and stock raising tbe 
study of his life, and his efforts have been amply 
rewarded, as he is considered one of the best in 
that business ill Central Arkansas. During the 
Civil War :Mr. James served two years in the Con .. 
federate army, being a membpr of Company B, 
Col. Fagan's regiment, and performed gallant 
work for the Southern cau.:;e. He was captured 
on s8yeral occasions, but as many times elaringly 
madt> his escape, and it became a helief that it was 
impossible to hold him a prisoner on account of his 
ingenuity and couragE' in taking desperate chances. 
In politics he is a stanch Democrat, and in :,ecret 
societies a member of 'Vhittington lodge No. 30;), 
A. F. &, A. JU. He and wife are both members of 
the Baptist Church, to which they have belonged 
for over twenty years. 

Michael J odd, one of Hot Springs most prom 
inent and enterpri~ing citizens. was bOTn in l\Iis 
souri in 1 ~33. being the third SOD in a family of ten 
children who blessed tbe union of 1\Iicha;l Jodd 
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and I.JE'nia B. (Becher) Jodd, both natives of Ger

many. Til!:' former was educated in Germany, and 

when a young man le-arned the brick making trafle 
and also thlc' manufacture of artificially made ict', 
besides this running a hotel for a nnmbf'r of Yf'ars. 
He emigrated from Germany to 8t. Louis at an 
early (lay; shortly after his ma1'l'iage, which oc 
clUTeLl in IS47. To himself and wife ten chiluren 
were given: 1\1ary (the wife of George Minrke, of 
St. Louis ), Jacob (deceasE'd), Michael (the subject 
of this sketch), IHaggip (the wife of Thoma~ Dow
ard). BE'njamin (decE'aE>ed), Jennie, :Mathew, Lewis, 
Anna and Henry. :Mr. JoJd, Sr., was in the Mex 
ican \\'ar, aud thel'e received a wound for which 
hi" widow now drawe; a pension. He was also in 
the' lacf' war. enlisting in 19G 1 in the First Mis
~ouri under Gen. Blair, in which regiment he 1'e 
maiuHl until the close of hostilitif's in 1865. He' 
died at Baton Range, in 1878, of yellow fever. 
YOUIJg Michael began life for himself at the age of 
nineteen, haviIJg learnec1 tbe brick mason trade 
undf?r his father in St. Louis. In 1878 he went to 
Baton Rouge with his father, who had coutracted 
for the walling in of the National Cemetery. Be 
fore completing the work Me Jodd, S1'., and his 
son

l 
Benjamin, were- taken with yellow fever and 

died, after which l\1ichael took charge of and fin 
iF-heel the contract. He also contracted and com 
pleted the walliIJg of the- Andersonville Cemetery 
in Geoq;~ia. 1\'[1'. Jo(lcl marrieu, in lR7G, Miss Mary 
Mahar, who died in 11.)78, and the next year he 
married Josephine Lasallp, of Npw Orleans. In 
] g~() they lliovpd from New Orleans to Gf'orgia, 
anll from then' to st. Louis, where hp worked at 
his hacle until 1,->')~), wlwll he cmnE' to Arkansas, 
and engaged in the brick making business. He 
bas now one of the largest and most extensive 
brickyards in the State, and has bnrnecl over 
4.00(),OOO In'ick this season. He gives employment 
to from ninety to 100 men. Mr. Joclrl waf', educated 

in St. LouiR at J onE'S College. He is worth about 
$1 G,OOO, iR a liberal donator to all public enter 
prise", awl is a man full of push and enterprise, 
he1J lD hjgh esteE'lll hy his fellow citizens. 

Rev. Joseph H. Jones, of the MisRionary Bap 

tist Cburch, waR horn in what is now Garland 

County, in 1SG;), and iq the son of Dr. Willis C. 
Jones, whose birth occurred in rrenllf'''iS8e, 8ep 
tember 3, 1&30. The latter fpreiveu his pducation 
in thE' common schools of that Statf', and was mar
ried in Alahama, in 1S[)O, to Rachel Wright of 
that locality. TIlE')' had a family of eight children, 
two hoys aml six girls: Nancy (wilt' of Alt'xandel' 
"Wright), Joseph H., Sarah J. (wife of William 
Jackson), lHary M. (wife of Hem'y Keith), Eliza 
(now 1\Irs. Ketchem), Julia (now 1\1rs. 1\1:atthews), 
Margaret (wife of Monroe Berry, of Montgomery, 
Ala.) and. Hirbard. 1\lr. Jones came to Clark 
County, Ark., in early days, and entered a quartpr 
section of land which was covered with timber. 
Erecting a log house, he comlllenced the practice 
of medicine, being truly a pioneer of that county. 
He served for some time as hospital steward in the 
Confedel ate army, and in later years has been a 
minister of the Christian Churcb, over twenty 
years in all. Joseph H. Jones was t'dncated in the 
common schools of his count)', but is virtually a 
SE'lf made man. In 1877 he was married to Martha 
Carley, born in 18G7, in Arkansa"i, and a daughter 
of Hiram Carley, ot Garland County, who was 
born in North Carolina and who came to this State 
at an early day. 1\1rs. Jones was one of four chi1· 
dren, the others being: Melissa (deceased), Eliza 
beth (now Mrs. Adams) and Amanda (wife of W. 
J. Chitwood). Her parente;; are members of the 
Christian Church. and still reside in Garland 
County. She is the mother of three cbildren: 
Willis, Fletcher ana Richard. Mr. Jones haR been 
a well to do and successful fanner all of his life. 
and sinre ] kb4 haA befln preaching with good re 
snits, the Gosppl. nn<la' thE' auspices of th~ Mis 
sionary Bapti~t Church He is a iliall held ill high 
esteem among his neigbbOl's, and is a member of 
the A. J:i'. & A. M. His fine farm of ~20 acres, 
tWE'lv(' miles west of Hot Springs, indicates the 
possessor to be an excellent agricn1turist. Of this 
tract, fifty acres are under cultivation. He also 
has a fine orchard, containing f)GO bearing' apple 

trees. 
Dr. James M. Keller1 Hot Spring::;, Ark. In 

a comprehensive work of this kind, dealing with 
industrial pursuits, sciences, artf> anu professions, 
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it is only fit and right that that profession on which, 
in some period or other of our lives, the medical 
profession, all al'e more or less depf'nc1ent, should 
be noticed. Among the many eminent practi
tioners of the county who has won a lastillg repu 
tation, none have been more successful, or won the 
confidence of the public to a greater extent than 
has Dr. James 1\1. Keller. He was born at Tus 
cumbia, Ala., on J ammry 29, 1832, and is the son 
of Davicl and 1\lal'y Fairfax (1\1oore) Keller, natives, 
respectively, of Maryland and Virginia. The 
mother was the great granddaughter of Gov. Alex 
ander Spottswood and a cousin of Gen. Hobert E. 
Lee. The parents of the subject of this sketch 
were married in East Tennessee, awl died in Ala
bama in 1837 and 1874, respectively. The father 
was a commercial man, but was also a prominent 
tlller of the soil, and was one of the projectol's of 
the railroad from Tuscumbia, Ala., to Decatur, 
the second or third built in the United States. 
Of their family of ten children six are now living, 
and Dr. James M. Keller is next to the youngest. 
His early education was received in Tuscumbia, 
and at an early age he began the study of medi
cine. In 1832 he graduated in this at the Uni 
versity of Louisville, after which he began practic 
ing on his farlll near Louisville. In 1837 he 
moved to :lHemphis, where he still continued to 
practice his profession until the breaking out of 
the Oivil ,Yar, and then enlisted as a surgeon in 
the Oonfederate army. In] '362 he was promoted 
to medical directorship of the Trans l\Iississippi 
department on the staff of lUajor T. 0. Hyndman, 
but in I8()3 was transferred to :1\1obile, Ala., and 
made medical director of hospitals. At the fall of 
1\1obile he went with Gen. Forrest and surrendered 
with him at Meridian, :l\Iiss. He then returned to 
l\Iemphis, was appointed to take charge of the 
City Hospital, and in 1868 was called to Louis 
ville, where he took the professorship of surgery 
in the Kentucky School of Medicine and Louis 
ville Medical College. In 1877 he went to Hot 
Springs, Ark., to attend the State Medical Society 
by invitation, and then and there made up his 
mind to locate at that place. This he did and bas 
since been actively engaged in the practice of his 
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profession. He is one of the prominent physicians 
of the city, and as such has gained the confidence 
of the people as a clever, scientific practitioner. 
He is a member of the Garland County Medical 
Society. State 1\Iedical Society, the American 
Medical Association, and is the author of the res 
olution in the American Association which was 
finally passed, declaring that cremation was the 
proper method of disposing of the dead. Dr. 
Keller was married in 1 g52 to Miss Sallie, daugh
ter of David B. and Ann Phillips, of Jefferson 
County, Ky., and by her he became the father of 
two children, both sons: The late Dr. James I. 
Keller and 1Hurray P. Keller. 1\lrs. Keller is a 
member of the Roman Catholic ChUl'ch. 

Dr. Arthur H. Keller, Hot Springs, Ark. 
Health is the most precious gift of Nature, and 
how to retain it and how to regain it when lost, 
are matters of vital moment. Some seek health 
in travel, and others in physical recreation. Both 
are no doubt beneficial, but they do not always 
accomplish the object in view. Medical science 
must be resOI'ted to, and, if possible, the best pby 
sicians employed. In the possession of first-class 
physicians Hot Springs stands second to no other 
city in Arkansas. Among those who, although 
young in years, have made for themselves a name, 
and been unusually successful in their practice, 
is Dr. Arthur H. Keller, a native of Beaver Dam 
Springs. Tenn., born August 23, 1837. He is the 
son of Dr. Thomas Fairfax and Susan (,Yarren) 
Keller, the father a native of Virginia, and the 
mother Ot Ireland. The subject of this sketch, 
having lost his parents at an early age, was left to 
face the hardships of the world utterly penniless. 
In olwdience to the expressed wish of his father 
upon his death-bed, that he (Arthur) study medi
cine, it now disturbed him no little to ferret out a 
mean'3 by which he could fulfill his father's de-
SIres. Happi]y about this time his attentlOn was 
called to an advertisement in the weekly paper of 
his county, saying that applicants for the Garth 
Fund would meet the commissioners of said fund 
upon a specified day. Now was the opportunity of 
his life. He unhesitatingly and unadvisedly made 

application for the benefit of this fund. He :.~ 
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acceptablp to the C'ommissioners, and f01' ten years, 
or until be had completed his collegiate course, be 
was the recipif'llt of its benefits. At the age of 
tWE'nty one years he began the ~tuuy of medicinE', 
and upon Fein'uary 2[), 11)81, he> delivered the 
valedictory address from the LouisvilhCl Medical 
Oollege to his class and a large andi8nce of friends 
and aC(luaintances. Classically hp was educated 
at Centre College, Danville, Ky., gradnating awl 
rE>cpiving his BachC'lor of Art degrf'e therefrom in 
June, 1879. Within the past few years the A. 
:&tI. rlegrf'e has been conferreu upon him. Until 
July, 1S8U, hE' has been a consistent practi
tionE'r of medicine and surgery at Ruddel's Mills, 
Bourbon Connty, Ky., since which time he has 
assiduously carried out the reqnirE'ments of his 
profession at Hot Springs, Ark., his futurE' home. 
Dr. Keller was married April 20, 1881, to Miss 
Ida Bowen, daughter of 001. George "'tV. Bowen, of 
Bourbon Oounty, Ky.; by her became the father 
of four children: Gporge Bowen, Marion Olyde, 
Leila \Yarren and Arthur Yewsum. HE' and his 
wife are members of the Episcopal Ohurch. He 
is a Mason. an Odd Fellow and a Democrat. 

John D. Kimbell, att01'ney of Hot Springs, 
Ark., and concf'ded to be one of its representative 
citizens. was born in Nash Oounty, N. C., Ort 

November 2, 1834:, and is a son of Henry J. and 
Nancy D. (Derring) Kimbell, the father a native 
of North Carolina and the mother of the Old 
Dominion. The parE'nt"l wen" manieu in the 
fOrlllPr State, anu in lR3() emigratpd to Arkansas, 
and loratec1 in Hemp~teaa Connty, wh8l'e the 
father tilled thp soil until bis death. The mother 
also died in HE'mpstead County. Therp were ..,ix 
children born to their marriage, and of thp three 
now living John D. Kimbell i" the eldest. He 
was prillcipally reared in Hempstpa<l Connty, and 
RPclU'p(l his education at Lebanon, Tpnn., where 
he gradnated at thp law school in 1R:l;). He rpad 
law in the officp of Huhbard &. Garland, thp lat 
tpl' now ex attorney general of the United States. 
In 1b;)6 he owned and edited the HE'mpstead Dem
ocrat with James M. Killgorp. Later hE' removed 
to Little Rock, Ark., whE're he was elected seere 
tary of the StatE' senate fonr consecutive se'isions, 
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and was associatNl with Richard H. Johnson, as 
edi tor of the True Delllocrat. I tl 1857 he was 
appointed land commisRion8r I1ndpl' Gov. Oon
way, and held the OiliCR four ypars. In ]8!11 he 
was in the service a short time, and afterward was 
private secretary for Gov. Harri" Flanigan, with 
wborn he remained for some tiulP, hut later prac
ticed law. At the clORe of tlw war he engagea in 
merchandising, ana this continlled until 1S76. 
Previous to this, in 1874, he came to Hot Hprings, 
and also carried on merchandising at this point 
for two years. He then engaged in the law prac 
tice, and this has since continued. In 1878 he 
was elected mayor, and 1887 was re elected, serv
ing two terms, ana to the entire satisfaction of all. 
He has frequently repreRented his people before 
Oongressional committees at "\Yashington, when 
asking important legislation for the Springs. He 
held the office of school director from ] 876 to 
1859, a period of thirteen years, and is one of the 
most prominent citizens of the Springs. He was 
married in 1858 to Miss J osephin8 Langtree, by 
whom he had six children, four now living: 
Corinne M., T. FalTelly. Robert E. and Gene 
VIeve. The wife died in May, 1870, and Mr. Kim 
bell took for his second wife Mrs. Maggie 'Yilkey 
whom he married in August, 1871. She is a 
worthy and exemplary member of the Oatholic 
Ohurch. Mr. Kimbell is engaged in the loan busi 
ness, and owns the Merchants' TI'ansfer Line in 
compally with his son. He also owns considerable 
real estate in Hot Springs. He is a member of the 
Royal Arcanum. 

Dr. G. ,V. Lawrence is one of the most sub 
stantial and prominent practitioners of Hot Springs, 
in which place he has been locatpd as a resident 
for over thirty years. Originally from Plymouth. 
Montgomery Oounty, Penn., his birth OCCUlTed 
July 4, 182;~, on the grant of land ceded and set
tled by his ancestors Reven generations ago, and 
granteu by William Penn. The Lawrence family 
is of QuakPr origin, early history stating that some 
of its membeL'~ came to America with Penn, a 
grant h8ing made to them by him at Plymouth. 

Dr. Lawrence's parents were ,rilliam and Sarah 
(Hitner) Lawrence. He is the great grandson of 
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Daniel Hitner, who was killed at thp battle of 
Germantown, where VV Hshington ·was defeated by 
Howe, whilfl his grandparents 011 hoth sides \vere 
agriculturists. Young Lawrence received his aca
demic education at the Com'Ql'd Heminary, Gel' 
mantown Academy, Provost's Grammar ~chool in 
Germantown and the Susquehanna Institute in 
Mariett a, Lancaster County. Penn., institutions of 
learning which admirably fitted him for any posi
tion in life. Hp then studipd medicine at Balti 
more, Md., undpr Dr. J. H. 1\Iillel'. snbspquentl,v 
attending the Univprsity of Pennsyhrania. from 
which he graduated in April, 184:0, and following 
this settled in Baltimore, Md., where he joined 
his preceptor, Prof. Dr. Miller, in practice. In 
1849 he went to California as surgeon of the 
barque Kirkland. and discovel'ed thA Gallepago 
Banks. west of the Gallepago Islands, in J nly, 
18-t9, and on October 14, of the same year, dis
covered the Grass Valley Quartz Mines, near Ne 
vada City, Cal. In 1830 he wab appointed first 
assistant surgeon g~n81'al of Ca1ifornia. '''hen 
the Governor, John McDougal, ordered out forces 
under Gen. Thomas Jefferson Green, he was 
obliged to obey, and was engaged in a ten clays' 
fight with the '''ymer Indians. He was the first 
assistant surgeon general of California. until 1'331. 
In 1Q51. returning to Baltimore County, 1\Id., he 
remained until his health failed, and in 1839 ar
rived at Hot Springs, Ark., to recnperate, but lik, 
ing the locality. decided to settle permanently. 
His re.;;idence here since that time has been of 
true value to the. community. The Doctor is a 
member of Hot Springs lVledical Association, and 
for a tillle was president of the County Board 
of Examiners, and a member of the Arkansas 
State Medical Association. In 1830 he was ap 
pointed by the president of the Amflrican Medi
cal Association to the British Medical Associa 
tion and other European societies, also to the same 
in 1'3i3. He was the correspondent member of 
the Tennessee State Medical Association, Cincin 
nati (Ohio) Scientific Society, the Philadelphia 
College of Ph}Tsicians, and College of Physicians 
and Surgeons of Little Rock. and licentiate of the 
medical and chirurgical faculty of Maryland. He 

has published a report on the Climatology of AI' 
kansa",. tran~actions of the American Medical As
sociation, Vol. XXIII, and numerous papers on 
various medical subjects. He was United States 
centennial commissioner of the ~tate or Arkansas 
in 1'rio, appointed by Gen. Grant. In 18.4-3 4;) 
he was acting assistant surgeon in the United 
States Navy. Rurgeon of the barqlle "Kirkland" 
from Baltimore to California. as stated, and served 
as inspeC'tor of hospitab nnder Gen. A. S. Johm; 
ton ill the central army or Kentucky. He was 
also medical director of Gen. Hardee's eli vison. 
Aftel' the evacnation of Nashville he SP]'vpd as med 
ical director of the thil'd corps of the Army of the 
Missis::,ippi until after the battle of Shiloh, was in 
1862 prpsident of the Army Medical Board. Trans 
Mississippi department, under Gpn. Hindman. He 
was inspector of mines in 1S63 for the Trans 1\1is 
sissippi department, and chief surgeon of the Bu
Teau of Conscription in that department under 
Gens. E. Greer and F. T. Nicholls until the Sllr 
rendE'I'. at Shreveport, La., in June, 1S63. Since 
October. 1859. he Las been medical examiner and 
resident physician of Hot ~prings. Ark Dr. Law 
renee was married, June 6, 184:8, in Baltimore, 
Md., to Miss :lHary S. Golder: was married the 
second time, December 10, 1Q72, at Little Rock, 
Ark., to 1\lrs. Clara E. LillienthaL by whom be has 
four daughters: Ida 1\1.. Sarah E .. Alice R. and 
Libbie E. The Doctor owns 1,600 acres of lann 
near Hot Springs. besides land in 1\lississippi. North 
Carolina and 1\Iaryland. He is the oldest physician 
in Hot Springs. and is a member of the 1\laryland 
Historical Society. As a physician he has rew 
superiors. enjoying the warm friendship of many 
acquaintances all over the United States. 

Capt. N, N. Lester is one of the prominent 
farmers of Antioch Township. Born in Tennessee 
in 1833, he was the son of John E. and Eliza 
(Key) Lester, the former of whom was a native of 
Virginia, his birth occurring in 17U(). HE' followed 
farming' for a livelihood all his life. In thE' family 
of himself and wife were ten rhildren. only two ;f 
whom f:>urvive: N. N. (the subject of this sketch) 
and Tranguilla (the wife of Marion S. Hargis). 
1Ur. Lester emigrated to Tennesspe from Yirginia 
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in 1~:30. He was a Royal Arch Mason and a mem
ber of the l\IetlIodist Church, as was also his wife. 
He uied in 1836 ana his wife in 18i:1. N. N. Les 
tel' was married to Elizabeth Y. Ashford, of Fran 

cis Connty, Ark., in 1S59. They hecame the par 
8nts of five children: rrrangnilla (wife of Dr. F. 
H. Redwine), Abbot C., JolIn E., Thodos D. and 
Elizabeth V. l\Ir. LestN was married to his spc
ond wife, l\lartha R. Haskius, in Ib75. In 1~n2 
he enlisteu in the Thirty second Arkansas Infantry, 
nnder Capt. F. H. Stenson, and took part in the 
battles of Helena, Th'Iof8fi8ld (La.), Jenkins' Fprry 
and a numll8r of others. receiving a promotion to 
captain in 18GB, which position he held nntil the 
close of the war. In 1850, leaving rrennessee, he 
moveu to Arkansas, where he bonght IBO acres of 
land, and has since added to it forty acres, mak 
iI?g a 200 acre farm, with eighty acres under cuI 
tivation. Capt. Lester was elected justice of the 
peace in 187:1, and servpcl in that office for the 
following ten years 1\11'8. Lehter first saw the 
light of day in Virginia in 18:31. Her father and 
mother were born in October, 1S03. and June U, 
180V, respectively, both in Virginia. Thpy Wf'l'e 
marrif'c1 in ] S26, and were the l)arents of nine chil 
dren, only three of whom are living: l\Iartha R., 
l\Iary ,J. (Mrs. Tranmell) and l\latilda (l\lrs. Fram 
mell). l\Ir. Haskins emigrated from Virginia to 
Kentucky in ISBG, where he was engagf'u in farm 
iog until 18.tD; coming thf'tlce to Arkansafl he 
located in Bradley Uonnty, living there nntil 11i:-, 
ueath, whirh occurred in 11)78. His wife died in 
] SG;). Both were meml)(:>r~ of the Mpthodist Epis 
copal Church. Capt. Lpf>tf'l' is a prominent Demo 
cr~t aWl also a lllf'mber of the l\ff'thodist Church. 

L. l\1. Little was born in North Carolina in 

] 13::1:). to the union of J oSf'ph B. and Eliza (JUar 
shall) Little. also natives of North Carolina. Jo
seph B. Little wa~ horn in 1SO/I, and followed 
farming during life, bis marriage oC(,llrring about 
11322. He had a family of nine childrpl1, all liv 
ing: L. 1\1. (the suhject of thiH biograpby), John 

R .. 'Y. B., James l\1., Henry A., )Iartha C. (the 
widow of \r. Sutherland), Catherinp (wife of Jo 
spph Hou'-ie), Anni(' (now 1Ur8. Bettis) and Eliza 
(the wife of Hanson Hpllers). Both himself and 
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wife are members of thp Baptist Church. Ij. M. 
Little was man ieu in 1b/O to Mi98 Addie Palmer, 
an estimahlf> lady aml tllP daughtpr of Samuel 

Palmer. They arf' the parents of foul' children: 
Maggie, Augusta W., Lillie and John F. III 
1bG~ Mr. Little commencAcl work in a saw mill ill 
Nurtb Carolina, and the following Yf>af moved to 
Arkansab, locating in Dallas (jounty, where hE' was 
again employed in a Raw mill. In 18fil he enlisted 
in the Confederate servicp in Capt. George D. 
Alexander's infantry company, and took part in 
uearly all the engagements until his surrender at 
Greensboro, N. C., in 1865. His principal service 
was on the east side of the l\Iississippi. After the 
war he returned to Dallas County, but upon re
maining a few months went to Jefferson County, 
where he engaged in the saw mill business. In 
11374: he locatecl in Garland County, and now owns 
in this locality, together with bis brother, some 
400 ac>res of land, mostly fine timbered land, with 
thirty acres improved. ThIrs. Little was born in 
Jefferson Count}, Ark., her father being a native 
of Ohio, and her mother of Arkam,as. She has 
three brothers: Simeon, John and -William. Mr. 
Palmer dieu in J efierson County in 1864. Mrs. 
Little is a member of the "Methodist Episcopal 
Church. MI'. Little is a subst.antial citizen of 
Garland County, aiding materially in the upbuild 
ing and development of his adopted h0me. 

\Y illiam J. Little, of the 'Y. J. Little Grocer 
Company, Hot Springs, Ark., is a native of \Yhite 
County, Ark., born February 23, 184:3, and is the 
son of Elijah Little, of South "Carolina, who emi 
grated to Arkansas about lR3:1, locating in 'Yhite 
County, where he died in 1982. "William .T. 
Little's time was divided in early youth between 
assisting on the farm anu in attending the common 
Rcbools, in which he received a fair education. In 
1861 he enlisted in the Confederate army, and 
8erved until the snrrender. After the ces~ation of 
hmltilitil?R be returned home, and there remainf>d 
until 18G;), when he went to Little Rock and se 
cured a position as clerk in a store. After remain
ing there about two years, be went to St. Louis 
and was traveling salesman for some five ~rears. 

In 1871. coming to Hot Springs, he engaged ill t 
~p 
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the mercantile business with M. U. 0' Bryan, which 
association continueu about four years, wben the 
firm or Little & Jenkins was organized. Mr. 
Little soon bought out Mr. Jenkins and formed a 
stock company, with the title of The William J. 
Little Grocer Compauy, which is still the firm 
name. They carry about $7G,OOO worth of mer
chandise and are doing an extensive business. 1\1r. 
Little was married in ] b69 to Miss Ella Sumpter, 
of Hot Springs. and has one son. He is a member 
of the :l\1asonic fraternity, having advanced as far 
as the Commandery. 

F. M. MaLan. of Hot Springs Township, Gar
land County, is one of the leading farmers of this 
locality. He was born in Kentucky, in 182ft His 
father, of Virginia origin and of Scottish and Irish 
descent, became prominently identified with the 
farming and stock raising interests of Kentucky, 
giving his attention to this calling for fifty years 
in Bourbon County. He was in the -War of 1812. 
About 1793 he was manied. in that county, to 
1\Iiss l\lary 1H. Ward, the Jaughter of James 
Ward, of Virginia. They were the parents of 
nine children, seven boys and two girls: James 
'Y., John A., Allen A., Russell, Mosbey, Edwin 
L., Francis M. (the subject of this article), Arga
tha and J en etta. :l\1r. Mahan. Sr., was a member 
of the Masonic order, ancl an active member of 
the Kentucky Agricultural Society all his life. 
He died in 1838, his wife following the next year. 
They were members of the Presbyterian Church. 
At the age of nineteen F. 1\I. Mahan went to 
Illinois, where he formed a p31tnership with his 
father, in farming and feeding stock, remaining 
there some nine years. His education had pre 
viously beE'n received in the Shelbyville College, 
in Kentncky. In 1860 he waH married to Lydia 
,Yard, of Oxford, Scott County, Ky., daughter of 
C. A. IVard. Mr. and :l\I1's. :l\Iahan have a family 
of seven children, all girls: Alice G. (the wife of 
Charles Hazlf'man, of New York), Emma P. (wife 
of H. H. Hepp1'on, of Chicago), 1\1ary E. (wife of 
Gen. Schoonmaker, of New York). Eva (now dE' 
ceased), Blanche B. (now M['~. -WesLerfield, of ,y ilmette. Ill.), Inez (wife of Harry IYesteriieId.

j of Evanston, Ill.) and Fannie. Mrs. l\lahan died 

111 1870. She was a member of the Presbyterian 
Church. l\lr. Mahan was married again in 18iu, 
to Miss Margaret Wettengel, the daughtE'l' of Mr. 
and Mrs. August IVettengel, of l\Ionroe, Green 
County, 'ViH. By this marriage he had two chil 
clren: Percival G. and Francis J\-1. From Illinois 
Mr. ~lahan moved to Kentucky, in 1860. He 
served in the Mexican vVar wLen only sixteen years 
of age, and was present when the" white flag" 
was hoisted from the capitol dome at Mexico. In 
ISG1 he enlisted in the Ci viI Ifar. in Capt. Dick 
Ganoe's company of cavalry, and servE'd until the 
surrender at Shreveport, :l\1iss., being in the battles 
of Chickamanga, Richmond. Cynthiana, Ky., and a 
number of others. His present possessions include 
a quarter section of land, with ove1' sevent3 five 
acres under cultivation. A prominent Democrat, 
he takes great interest in all public enterprises, 
and is deservedly popular as a citizen and neigh
bor. He has some fine blooded stock. thoroughbred 
Short horn. J erse) and HobtE'in cattle, and Poland
China and Berk,hire hogs. The granrlparents of 
l\lr. :l\1ahan, on his father's side, were captured 
and taken prisoners by the Indians. while in the 
fiE'ld near the block house in Kentucky, and were 
held hy them for five years. "\Vhen captured the 
mother had an infant in her arms which was seized. 
by the savages, who knocked its brains out against 
a tree. After having been held captive for five 
years, they were exchanged for Indian prisoners 
held by the whites. They then returned to their 
home in Kentucky, where they lived until death 
came to them. 

Dr. Philip D. McCullough, Hot Springs, Ark. 
This enterprising and succPssful physician and sur
geon was originally from 1\lurfreesboro, nuther 
ford UfJunty. Tenn., where his birth occurTed on 
January 18, 1825. His parents. Ben and Sallie 
(Lytle) 1\1cCullough. died in 184:7 and 186~, at the 
ages of sixty. seven and seventy six years, respect 
ively. The father was a planter by occupation, 
and a prominent and much e~teellled citizen. P. 
D. McCullough was reared to the arduous duties 
of the farm, and in 1~---1:0 entered the U nin:'l'sity of 
Nashville, from which ill~titlltion he graduated 
two yem's later. He then Teall medicine under 
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Drs. \\' atson and 'Yendel, graduating from the 
University of Louisville, March 13, 1~-t-G, aftE'r 
which he commellceu practicing lllec1icine at Mur 
freesboro, Tenn. He movf'd to Trenton, TC'l1n., 
in Ib3B, and practiced there uutil his H'moval to 
Hot ~prings in 1870. He was appointed by Gov. 
Harris, as snperintE'nuent of the Calllp of Instruc
tion, in 1bOl, for the organization of the State 
troups of Tennessee. HE' is a melllber of the Ma 
sonic fraternity, has bel?n Deputy Grand Master 
of the StatE' of Tennessee, aod Grand Commallder 
of the Knights Templar of the State of Arkansas, 
for the years 11)57 and 1588. At present he is 
Past Grand Oommander of the State. 

Andrew J. 1\IcDallial, one of the enterprising 
farmers and saw mill men of Antioch Township, 
was born in Arkansas, in 1b44. His father, Peter 
l\lcDanial, was born in camp, while his parents 
were emigrating from Illinois to this State. He 
was reared a farmer and hunter, and in early days 
followed bear-hunting for a livelihood, often kill
ing two or three bear anu three or four deer a uay. 
He was manied in Ib35, to Betsey Bartlett, of 
Hot Spring Connty, whose marriage resulted in 
the birth or eight children: Diana, Jessie, l\1artha, 
Andrew, \Villiam, Asa and Sarah. 1\1r. and 1\Irs. 
1\IcDanial WeIe memberR or the Baptist Chnrch. 
The forITlN died in I \711, and his wife in 1800. 
Andrew J. l\IcDanial, after growing to manhood, 
married :Miss 1\Iary E. Spencer1 daughter of Levi 
Spencer of Garlanu Oount}, in 18(}5. They are 
the parentfl of nine children. eight of whom are 
living: Sophronia (wiuow of John SprOrlell), 1\Iary 
S. (now Mrs. Hill), Andrew J., Alison, Dora, J es 
sie. "" ilJiam D. and ElizabE'th. 1\11'. l'vIcDanial 
owns 20() acres of lanel, with seventy five aCrf>R un 
der cnltivation, and has a large orcharu cOlltaining 
sevell acres of lalld; this illclndes apples. peache"l. 
pears, plums, etc. In 1g<-s;) he built a fine house 
and also has a large barn awl goo(l lmilclings. 
The farm is well F-tocked, and he ownfo. about thirty 
head of a superior grade of Berkshire hogs. 1\lrs. 
l\IcDanial is a native of Arkansas, and was born in 
] S.J~. Her parents were natives of Tennessee, 
her father taking for his wife Miss Eliza A." Mon 

J roe. Dhe bore a family of tf'n children, five of 

whom are living: Perry L., l\1ary E., Lottie L., 
John T. anu Rufus M. Emigrating from Tennes 
RE'e to Arkansas at an early day, Mr. Spencer set 
tled in JUontgomery UOllrtty, where he died ill 
]~75, and his wife in 15(j~. Both were members 
of tlH' Baptint Church. 1\11'. l\fcDanial is a man 
who freely gives IliR influence and financial aid to 
all public enterprises. His education was some
what limited. but he is giving his chihlren the 
benefit of good schooling, and training them to be
comp useful membel's of societ). He is a hard 
working man, baving maJe all that be now pos
sesses by the sweat of his brow, but is none the 
less l'e~pe('ted on that account. He iR a prom inent 
Hepublican, and with bis wife belongs to the 
church. 

Dr. R. H. Moore, of Hot Springs, Ark., and a 
physician of more than ordinary ability, was born 
in Hanleman County, Tenn., near Bolivar, on 
January:), 184:2. His parents, Thomas and Lucy 
(l\IcNeil) Moore, were natives of North Carolina 
and Edinburgh, Scotland, rebpectively. and the 
father followed the occupation of a farmer. He 
was an early settler of Hardeman County, Tenn., 
anu tbere he and his wife passed tbeir last days. 
The paternal grandfather came originally from 
Ireland. and died in North Carolina. The mhter
nal grandfather, Alexander l\IcNeil, was a United 
States senator, and died in \Vashington, D. 0., 
w here his body reposes. He was quite a politician, 
and held a number of offices. Dr. R. H. Moore 
is the only one of six children born to his parents 
now living. He attained his growth and secured 
his education in Hardeman County, where he re
mained until seventeen years or age, and when 
nineteen years of age he began the Rtudy of medi
cine, graduating in the spring of 1 \GO, at the old 
medical school at New Orleans. HI"> was assistant 
Hurgeon all through the war, and waR ~tationed at 
Louisiana hORpital, at Richmond, Va., for three 
year">. After cessation of hostilities he remained 
in Virginia until 1871, when he went to Green
field, Dade Couuty, 1\10., and there remained until 
1 'q77, when be catlle to Hot Springs, where he has 
since been engaged in the practice of his profes
sion. He is a first class physician and surgeon, 
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and as such is known all over the county. He 
was elected coronel' in September, 1888. He has 
a fine farm of IGO aCl'eH, which is nicely a(laptec1 
to the l'aising of corn and cotton, but he resides in 
Hot Springs, where he has a nice home. He se 
lected Miss Annie ,\V. Martin, a native of Virginia, 
for his wife, and was married to her in March, 
186~. They have six chiluren living: 1..11ln, Mil 
ton, Maude, Madge, Mack and Linn. Two are 
deceased: Charles (died in Greenfield, Mo., in 
]872, ageu two yearb) and Charlie Meggs (who 
died in Hot Springs, Ark., in 1889, aged fifteen). 
In religious views the Doctor and wife are Metho
dists, and he is a Democrat in his political pref 
erences. 

W. H. 1\loyston, circuit and county clerk at 
Hot Springs, Ark., i8 one of the most efficient of 
ficers Garland County has ever had, and is emi
nently qualified in every way for the pORition he 
has occupied since ]886. His birth occurred in 
'\Vheeling, Ohio County, ,Yo Va., on April ~, 18-10, 
and he is the son of William A. and Anna (Cald 
well) Moyston, the father a native of Schenectady, 
N. Y., and the mother of ~\yheeling, ,\V. Va. Will
iam A. l\loyston was educated for a physician, but 
never practiced. He engaged in merchandising 
in Virginia, and after the war went to lVIemphis, 
Tenn., where he died in 1867. rrhe mother died 
in Wheeling in 1865. The maternal grandfather 
was an early settler of Virginia. and with the 
Zanes family founded nearly all "'heeling. ,\Vill
iam A. and Anna (Oaldwell) 1\Ioyston were the par· 
ents of eleven children, only four of whom are now 
living. W. H. MO.fston was married and received 
his education in '\Vheeling, completing hi~ studies 
in the high school, and at the breaking out of the 
late war was engaged in the mercantile bU1-iness. 
Previous to this he bad studied denti.,tIy. In 1861 
he enlisted in Shriver Grey's Company G, Twell~ 
ty-seventb Virginia Regiment, Confederate States 
Army, and was taken prisoner at the battle of Win
chester, put in a ~Wheeling prison and indicted for 
treason. He was released 011 bonds after attend 
ing three terms of the United States Court, the 
case being nolle prossed. In U3G3 he went to Mem
phis, and began the practice of dentistry, and re 

mained thus engaged until 1877, going through 
the ) eIlow fever scourge ill 187B. In 1877 he 
came to Hut Springs, where, for 60me time, he was 
engaged in merchandising. In 1886 he was elect 
eel to his present office, and so great was his pop
ularity and i-iO well did he fill the position, that he 
was re elected without opposition in 18~H. He 
was married in 1':SG5 to JUiss Lizzie 1\IcLean, a na
tive of ,"Yheeling, W. Va., who bore him four cbil 
dren: Lizzie, Eelelie, l\Iauele aud "\V illie. The wife 
elied July 28, lSSU, anel is burieel at ~Wheeling, '\r. 
Va. 1\lr. Moyston is an OdJ Fellow, Paht Chief 
Patriarcb and first Past Grand Ohancellor of Ten
nessee K. of P. He is a Democrat in bis political 
views, although named after William Henry Harri 

son. 
R. Murray, transfer and coal dealer, also man

ager and owner of the street-sprinkler system, 
Hot Springs, Ark. The parents of Mr. Murray, 
John anJ Chrif,ltina (McCloud) Murray, were na 
tives of Southerlandshire, Scotland, and came to 
Canada at an early day. They settled in County 
Oxford, and there the mother still resides, but the 
father died about 1873. He was a prominent ag
riculturist. The subject of this sketch was born 
in Connty Oxford, Canada, Janual'y 12, 1834:, be
ing one of eight children, four sons and fonr 
daughters: Alexander (in 1\Iichigan), Robert, 
James (in :Michigan), Daniel (in Canada), Marga
ret (in 1\Iichigan), J annette (in Michigan), Cathe
rille aDd Christina (at home). Young Murray at
tained his growth anJ received his education in 
his native county, where he remained until 1870, 
when he came to the United States, subseqnently 
working at different places (Detroit, Memphis and 
St. Louis). In lSS3 he located at Hot SpringH, 
Ark., and drove a wagon for some time, but in 
1bbo embarkeel in his present business, which he 
has carried on alone ever sincE'. He Tuns eight 
transfer wagon9 and two street sprinklers, besiJes 
conducting a large coal yard and does the most 
extensive business in coal traffic of any man at the 
Hprings. He began on a very small capital, but 
being a thoroughgoing business man, and an ex 
cellent one at that, has placed himself ill very 
comfortable circumstances. His marriage oc

,.. ., 
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cUl'l'ed in 1886 to l\Iiss Mary Harrington, a native 
of Illinois, who bore him ODe child: Chri&tina. 
Mr. Murray is a member of the K. of P. and a 
first class citizen. 

Joseph B. Payne, M. D., was born in Wilkinson 
County, Ga., December 22, 1833. His father, 
Phillip Payne, was born in June, 1812. His 
mother, whose maiden name was Nancy Thomas, 
was Lorn in 1815 and died in 1851. His grand 
father, Joseph Payne, was horn in Kershaw Dis
trict, South Carolina, and emigrated to the State 
of Georgia shortly after his marriage to Mary 
Brassfield in 179-1. His great grandfather, Phillip 
Payne, was a native of Virginia, and his wife, 
Mary Flannegan, was an Irish lady from the North 
of Ireland. The subject of this sketch was edn 
cated at the Harrison Academy, in his nativE' State, 
but grew up to manhood in Louisialla, to which 
State his father emigrated in 184-9. Here he as 
sisted on the farm until he entAred the office of Dr. 
John R. Wilder as a student of medicine in N0

vember, 1851, with whom he remained four years, 
attending his first course of lectures in the Medical 
Department of the University of Louisiana at the 
session of 1833-5-1. In N ovemLer, 1854, he entered 
the Memphis Medical College. aIld was graduated 
therefrom in March, 1855. Returning home at the 
close of the session, he was offered a partnership 
with his preceptor, with whom he remained one 
year. The following year he removed to Arkan
sas, locating at Magnolia, tho county seat of Co 
lumbia County. Hf're, on December J, 1850, he 
was united in mauiage to 1YIiss Martha A. E. 
Harper, the daughter of the Rev. R. G. Harper, 
then clerk of the district court. In the fall of 
1858 he returned to New Orleans and matricu 
lated in the New Orleans School of Medicine, 
graduating thE'refrom at the clol"e of the session of 
] 858 59 In l\Iarch, 1'362, he elllistpd a~ a pri~ 

vate soldier in the Confederate States army, and 
on April 13 following, at Fort Pillow, was ap 
pointed by Col. H. P. Smead f->urgeon of the Nine 
teenth Arkansas Infantry. having 'lerved for a 
short time previously as sergeant majCll' of the regi 
ment. At the close of the war hp went to Mexico. 
Returning from there in the summer of 18GG, he 

r 

located in Texas, where be remained until the fall 
of ] 870, when be l'eturned to Arkansas, locating 
at Hot Springs, where he now rpsides. In the fall 
of 1872 he went to New Orleans and again ent8l'ed 
the Medical Department of the University of Louis 
iana for the sPs'3ion of 1S7~-73. In 1878 be at~ 
tended the Rpring course of lectures in the Mis 
souri Medical Oollege, ancl again, in 1884, at 
tended two courses of instruction in the St. Louis 
College for Medical PnLCtitioners, at the clo~e of 
which be was made an associate member of the 
college. Again, in the fall of 1887, he returned 
to St. Louis and took a full COllrse of instruction 
in the Post Graduate Medical College. Dr. 
Payne has been constantly engagecl in the practice 
of medicine for nearly thirty~five years. He is 
now a member of the board of school directors 
for Hot Springs District, and served for a short 
time as city physician (in 188+). the office being 
discontinued shortly after his appointment. He 
is a Chapter :Mason and a member of the Knights 
of Honor; also a member of the Hot Springs 
Medical Society and a fellow of the American 
Rhinological Association. MI'S. Payne is a IDPID

bE'[ of the Methodibt Episcopal Church, South. 
They have six children living. 

Judge James E. Prichanl, one of the old pio 
neers and prominent citizens of Mill Township, 
Garlanu County, was born in Indiana in 1823. 
His father, Harman Prichard, was a native of 
Kentucky, a farmer by occupation, and served in 
the War of 1812. He was married in 1815, to 
Miss Nancy Purcell, of Kentucky, a daughter of a 
soldier in the Revolutionary 'Var. 8he died in 
18n? leaving eight children, six of whom are now 
living: Hannah, Margaret, Sarah, Charles, J ameR, 
:Montgomery, Ephraim and George. Mr. PricharJ 
emigrated from Kentucky to Indiana in 181 S 
and took up land there, where he died in 1b28. 
James E. Prichard, upon reaching manhood, was 
married to Martha Downing in 1 S47, who died in 
1853, leaving three children: George, Jou and 
Nancy. 'fwo year::> after Mr. Prichard mauied 
a second time, Sarah Preaitt, of Indiana, becom
ing his wiffl, but she died in 1870. His third and 
present wife was Mrs. Samantha Thompson, the 
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widow of '" illiam Thompson, to \\ hom he was 
married in ]872. They are the parents of six 
children: J amE'E> Charle::" JUontgomery, Edgar 
H .. Thomas J., Pauline and John. In 183G JUl'. 
Prichard, moving from Indiana. settled in Pike 
County. Ark., where he remained nntil ] '3GO. then 
corning to Garland County. He then> purchased 
eighty acres of land..and entered a quarter section 
under thp home~teacl act. In 18():3 he enlisted in 
the Federal army, in the Third :Missonri Cavalry, 
under Oapt. Gt'orge S. Avery, in which regiment 
he served until the close of the war, being in the 
battle of Jenkins' Ferry and several skirmishes. 
Mr. Prichard is a prominent Rppublican of his 
county, and in 1~G8 was elected county judge, 
which office he held for five years and a half. He 
was also justice of the peace for three years. 1\lrs. 
Prichard is a native of Alabama. as was also her 
parents. who had a family of seven children: Mar
garet A., Elizabeth J., l\1artha T., Mary S., Enoch 
H., \Yallace N., and Lewis 1\1. Her father died 
in 18GO, and her mother in 1873. Botb were mem 
bel'S of the 1\lethodist Oh urch. lUI'. and Mrs. 
Prichard belong to the Church of Christ. 1\Ir. 
Prichard is also a mem ber of the Order of Red 
Men, G. A. R. and the Farmers' Alliance. HE' 
owns eighty acres of laml with fifty acres uncler 
cultivation, on which he raiRes principally corn and 
cotton. Hp has SE'en the complete development of 
his township, and has borne an important share in 
its improvement. In 1866 there were but eighteen 
votes cast at the polls of Antioch and Mills Town 
ship taken together. To day Antioch will poll 
about eighty votes, and Mills 120. 

Job E. Prichard, whose enterprise in the agri 
cultural affairs of Mills Township ha~ contributed 
largely to the respect and esteem accorded him, 
was born in Indiana in ] 850. ISee sketch of 
father, James E. Prichard, iill1llediatf'ly preceding. ] 
RiR youth was passed much the same as that of 
other farmer::,' SOllS. and in 18'15 he was married 
to Miss Sarah E. Uarpenter, the daughter of 
Green Carpenter. Mrs. Prichard was born in 
l\Iississippi in 18-1-0. her parents also being natiyes 
of that State, though they now live in Garland 
County, Ark. Mr. and Mrs. Prichard have a 
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happy family of six children. five boys and onp 
girl: ,y illiarn H., George 'V., Gracie E., Daniel 
E., Job and James H. 1\11'. Pricbanl OWllS a 
quarter section of good land. 113 acres of which 
are under cultivation. He was educated in the 
common schools of Arkansas. supplementiug' the 
education there obtained by self application in later 
yeal's, and he served for a number of years as 
depllty sheriff, besides filling the office of justice 
of the peace for the last six years in an acceptable 
manner. He is a strong Republican, and is a 
member of the Knights of Pythias. warmly auvo 
cating all public improvements and enterprises, to 
which he is a liberal donator. Mr. Prichard was 
a delegate to the last State Oonvention at Little 
Rock for the choosing of delegates to nominate 
Harrison. He has also represented the farmers of 
this county in the State 'Vheel two terms. 

Dr. J. H. Put nam, ear and eye surgeon, Hot 
Springs, Ark. Among the various important pro 
fE'ssions none req ilires more sagacity and skill than 
that of the specialist. Dr. Putnam, a native of 
1\1ontpelier, Vt., ·was born September 13, 18:3R, 
being a son of John G. and Thankful B. Putnam, 
who were also natives of the Gl'eell .Mountain 
State, bnt were of English descent and early set 
tlers of l\Iassachusetts. John G. Putnam followed 
the occupation of a farmer during his life. and 
died in his native State at the age of seventy
eight years. The mother died in Iowa at the 
age of seventy five years. Their family consisted 
of five children. Two died in infancy; one wa~ 
killed in the battle of the \Vildernf's:-.. one is a 
farmer in Southern Iowa, and the youngest now 
living is Dr. J. H. Putnam. He passed his hoy
hood days on his father'::, farm and received hiE> 
education in 1\Iorribville Academy at 1\Iorrisvil1e. 
Yt. ,rhell twenty years of age he began the 
study of medicine, and took his firbt course of 
lectures at Castleton. Vt. In IbfjO be went to 
New York, attended the Twenty third ~tl'eet Col 
lege. and in November of the same year entered 
the United States army for five years. In January. 
1~61, he was on the vebsel Star of the \Ye~t 

when she was fired upon from Morris Islanl1. 
About 200 pabt-lenger::3 were on board, and the 1 
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Doctor has never lllet one of her passeugPl's from 
that day to this. In April, 1b61, he went to Fort 
Pirkins, being transferred to the Unitpd StateR 
Engineer Oorps, and served ulltil 18(i5, when h8 
entered Bellevue Oollpge. From there he went 
to Long Island College, where he graJuat(\d in 
June, ] 8o'i, and afterward began practicing at 
Ludlow, Vt., remaining there until 1877. He 
then moved to Rutland, of the same State, re 
mained there until 1885, when he came to Hot 
Springs, where he has since been actively en
gaged in his profession, making a specialty of 
eye and ear dibeases. He is a member of the 
Oonllecticut River Valley :M:edical Association, 
Rutland County Medical Society, Rutland Local 
Society, and he is now with Dr. Leroy Dibble 
erecting an eye ancl ear infirmary at an estimated 
cost of about $~O, 000, located on Oottage Stn?et, 
east of Park. This will be able to accommodate 
abont fifty people. The Doctor was married, in 
~larch, 1860, to Miss Lettice A. Spear, a native 
of Vermont, and one child, John 'V., is the result 
of this union. The Doctor is a member of the 
IHasonic fraternity. K. T. and the K. 6f P. His 

;, 
paternal grandfather, John Putnam. was a soldier 
in the 'Nar of 1812, and a direct oescendant of 
old Israel Putnam of Revolutionary fame. 

Dr. Charles S. Reid, of Hot Springs, was Lorn 
at Newberry, S. C., on October 19, Ib:31, and his 
early life was divided betweeu af-,si~ting on the 
farm and attending the comillOll schools, where he 
received a fair education. His parents, David ano 
Jane Reid, died in ·lb-t-U and 1~46, respectivel). 
The father was a farmer and mpcbanic and was 
th ns engaged during his entire life. Dr. Charles 
8. Reid attended school until 1 ts30, and then ell
gaged in agricultural pursuits until 1831), when he 
commenced the study of medicine under Dr. D. 
,Yo Reid, at Attapulgns, Ga. He remain8u with 
him until 1S61, and then enterecl the Eclectic 
Medical College of Macon, Ga., in 1b3V, where, 
after passing a very rigid examination, he gradu 
ated ill 1 ;:;()l. He then began practicing his pro 
fe<)simi in Southern Georgia, until 1862, when he 
entered the Confeclerate army, Company B, Eighth

~~'ida Hegitnent, and served all through tbe war. 
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At its close he returned to Sonthern Georgia, prac 
ticing his profession su('ce'->sfully until It)G9, when 
he came to New Edenburg and there remained 
nntil 1H72. l\ioving thence to Princeton, Dallas 
County, Ark., he continued tlwr!? until 18713, when 
Ill''' came to Hot Springs. The Doctor i8 a genial and 
geuerons gentleman, li\)('ral ill his idea,,>, a protect 
or of the rights of humanity, anJ a '->trong promo 
ter of its welfare as well as being in deep sympa 
thy with it. He was married ou Februal'y 0, 
1868, to Miss Sarah E. Mizell, and the results of 
this union are three children : Charles G. (age 
fiftl?en years), Etta B. (age twelve years) and Wil
lie M. (age nine years.) The Doctor and his wife 
are members of the Presbytl?rian Church of which 
he has been an elder for the last three Yf'ars. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Rowe, the widow of Stephen 
Rowe, was born in Georgia, in 1827. Her father, 
Gilforu J oinm', a native of Georgia, was a farmer 
by occupation, and was married in 1<i25 to Lelitia 
Riggins, of the same State ab himself. They were 
the parents of five children: Elizabeth, Simeon, 
:M:ary A., Lelitia D. and Winfred l\1. Gilford 
Joiner served in the ,Val' of Georgia, and died in 
18:-3'3. The grand father of 1\1rs. Rowe, Thomas 
Riggins, first saw the light of day in South Caro 
lina, in 1786. He was a farmer, and died in Ib37; 
his wife, whose birth occurred in 17~)l, surviving 
until 1Cj52. 1\1rs. Rowe was married to Rtephen 
Howe in 1802, and they became the :parents of 
three children, two boys and one girl: Jessie D., 
George F. and Ella E., now deceased. ~'[oving 

from Georgia to Florida, in 1962, Stephen Rowe 
ellgaged in farming, ancl also in school teaching, 
for seven years, in 1870 emigrating to ATlmnsas, 
where he entered eighty acres of lanel, and on 
which he lived until his ueath in 1881. He waA a 
member of the Masonic order, and a miuister of 
the Baptist Church for Home forty years, his O\vn 
lifl? clearly demonstrating the truths which he 00 

vivillly preached. Mrs. Rowe now owns eighty 
acres of land, with about twenty five acres under 
cultivation, and on which t-;be raises fruit of all 
kinds. George Rowe, in 18'37, began studying for 
the ministry, that noLIest of all callings. He is an 
exemplary and promising young man, and bids 
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fair to attain to prom inence as one of the most use 
ful ministers of the Gospel in this section of the 
country. 

Dr. Joseph 'Y. Shaw, onE' of the leadiug phy 
sicians and surgeons of Garland County, located in 
Mountain rJ.1ownship. eighteen miles northwest of 
Hot Springs, was born in ,Valker County, Ga., in 
18-1J, and is a son of Hiram l\l. and Elizabeth 
(Arnold) Shaw. born in Georgia in 1805 and in 
South Carolina in 1811, respectively. The par
ents were married in the former State, and resided 
there until the year 18G8; then moved to Saline 
County, Ark., making this their home until 187J, 
in which year the father died. He was a prosper
ous farmer. and one w bose energy and good man 
agement made his calling a success. 'Yhile resid
ing in Georgia he served as clerk of ,Yalker County 
for three terms, and was afterward elected sheri If 
and served two terms in that office. In 1836 he 
was elected county judge of Catoot'a County, Ga., 
his l'esidence being in that county since 183:3. In 
politics he was a stanch Democrat, and a leader of 
his party in that county, and in religious faith had 
been a member of the Missiol!ary Baptist Church 
a great many years. His father was Haily G. 
Shaw, also a farmer, and during life a survivor of 
the Rpyolution. in which event he was wounded at 
the battle of Yorktown. The Shaw family are of 
Scotch origin. J I1cob Arnold, the maternal grand 
futher, was also a prominent farmer of \Yalker 
County, Ga , who died in that place a beliE'ver in 
the :l\Iissionary Baptist Church. The mother is 
still living. and resides in r::;aline County. She is 
a gentle. kindly, Christian woman, much loved by 
those around her, and a member of the same church. 
Ten children were born to the parents, of whom 
Joseph \Y. was the seventh, and seven yet living, 
two sons and five daughters. The other three sons 
lost their lives while fighting under the Stars and 
Bars. James H. was a member of the Twenty
sixth Arkansas, as wa"> aho 1\Iartin A. Both broth 
ers were taken sick at the eyacuation of Corinth, 
and were never afterward heard from. Yirgil N. 
served in the First Arkansas, and was wounued at 
the battle of Shiloh and discharged. He afterwardj 
joined the Third Arkansag. of the Trans lUis::,i '>sippi 
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uepartment, and was killed by Imshwhach·rs in 
South Missouri, during Price's memorable raid 
throngh that State. Dr. Joseph ,V. also served in 
the same company and regiment, from June, ] SW2. 
until the close of the war, taking part, in the hattles 
at Prairie Grove. Mark's 1\Iill, Poison Springs, 
Camden amI a great number of others. At Pilot 
Knob he was left with the wounded, and while 
there wag captured, but after one week's confine
ment be made his E'scape, and rejoined his com
pany, shortly after surrendering at Little Rock. 
On the day of Gen. Lee's surrender, April 9, lS65, 
hE' wag married to Mary E., daughter of LucilluB 
and l\Iary L. Bryan, of Tennessee and Georgia, 
respectively. Mr. Bryan died in Georgia, on June 
J, ] 860, and ill the saille year the family moyed to 
what is now Grant County. Ark. 1\1rs. Bryan died 
two years after her daughter's marriage. Six chil 
dren were born to the Doctor and his wife, of whom 
five are living. Soon after the war Mr. Sha w com
menced the study of medicine, in Saline County, 
with Dr. Joseph Harvey, and, after a close appli 
cation to that profession, he graduated, in 1&70, 
from the University of Louisville, Ky., and located 
at Cedar Glades, in 1\Iontgomery County. The 
following year he moved to Red Bluff, in Jefferson 
Oounty, where he resided for two years, but was 
compelled to leave on account of his health. Since 
then Dr. Shaw has lived in Garland Uonnty, and 
on his present farm since 1878, where he owns 
about 240 acres of very proclnctive lanLl, with some 
ninety acres uncleI' cultiyation, making Olle of the 
best farms on Blakely Creek. Thig he has accu
mulated by his own industry and judicious man I 

agement, and made most of the improyements 
himself, the land onl 

L 
having twenty acres cleared'{ 

on hio arrival. Dr. Shaw is one of the most suc 
CE'gsful physiciant> in Garland Oonnty. This he 
owes, not to his wonderful knack of winning friends 
wherever he goes, hut to his skill, which has at 
tained a widespread reputqtion. He is also one of 
the oldest pl'acticing physicians and surgeons in 
Garland, having an experience of twenb, Years ill 
~is profession. In politico he is Imlppe~d~nt. In 
18'-lS be was placed iu nomination hy the various 
Labor organizations and Indepelld~nts, for the 
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office of State SEmator for the Thirty firRt Rpnatorial 
district, and, though making a ereditable race, was 
defeated by the Democratic nominee. He has been 
a member of Hendel'son Lodge No. 147, at Cedar 
Glade, for twenty years, and i'3 tile prt'sf.'ut Ma~ter, 
besi(les holding, at different ti llW"l , nearly all the 
offices. In religious belief the Doctor and wifo 
attend the l.VIis~ionary Baptist Church, and are 
libel'al in their aid to all religious and I2ducational 
enterprises. 

Dr. Elijah A. Shippey, by no ml2ans unknown 
as a prominent medic-a] practitioner of Hot Springs, 
was born in Spartanburg District, S. C., in 1832, 
and is a son of Johnson and Catherine (Austel) 
Shippey, natives of the same State. About the year 
1833 the parents moved to Alabama, residing there 
nntil 11:3J8. They then wellt to Louisiana, where 
the father died in lRG3, and the mother in 187J. 
The parents were members of the Methodist 
Church and of English Irish origin. The fatber 
was a very successful farmer during his life, and a 
man highly respected by all who knew him, his 
father being also a farmer and one of the heroes of 
the Revolution. Elijah A, 8hippey, the eldest of 
three sons and four daughters born to the parents, 
was reared. on a farm, and rl2ceived. a good aca
demic education, at the age of eighteen ypars com
mencing the study of medicine in Louisiana. In 
1834 he graduateo. from the Medical Department 
of the University of Louisville, Ky., ano. practiced 
in Louisiana until the OiviI ,Val' commenced, when 
he enlisteo. and serveo. a~ assistant surgeon until 
the close of that event. In] '337 Dr. 8hippey wab 
married to Margaret, daughter of Alex and Eliz 
abeth Lmvrence, of Louif>iana, and in 1805 be 
moveu with bis wife to Arkansa~. They rpsicled 
two years in Magnolia, auel from there went to 
Camden, auel ill 187:1 came to Hot Hprings, where 
the Doctor haH residf'd ever siuce. He is one of 
the most succes~ful as well as one of the 0lele5t 
practicing phYRicianb and surgeons in that section, 
having practiceo. for over thirty five years, alld has 
attaineO. a reputation for skill in his profession 
that can not be exceeded by any practitioner in 
Central Arkansm; The DoctOl' owns a spleno.id 
rarm of GOO acres, about eight miles west of the 
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city on the Mount Ida road, ano. has placcu some 
200 acres under cultivation besides building a fine 
residence. In l)olitics he was formerly a \\,hig, 
but since th8 war 11(''1 has voteo. the Democratic 
tickf't, aud is one of the btanchest adherf'nts to that 
party. In secl'l..'1t societie"l he i:-, a mf'mlwI' of CEm 
tennial loclge No. 0, Knights of Pythias, at Hot 
SpringR, and holds the office of Comman<ler. He 
and wife both belong to the Methodist Church. 
They are among the foremost people in that sec 
tion to aiel by hearty support and influence in all 
commendable movements. 

J. 'Y. Skief, a pioneer farmer of ThIill Town 
ship, Garlano. County, Ark., was bOl'n in Illinois, 
February 11, 18:32, the son of John and Isabell 
Skief. The former was born in Smith County, 
Tenn., in 1S00, and engaged in farming all his 
life. He was rnalTied in 182:2, by which union he 
had five children, only two of whom are now living: 
Arena (wire of Lewis Dalton), and J. 'Y. (the 
subject of this sketch.) In 1823, removing from 
Tennessee to Illinois, he ent8red land in Clay 
County, and there died in 1':ISD. His wife was of 
Scotch ano. English descent, her birth occurring in 
Tennessee in ] ~O;1; she died in 11)32, a member of 
the Presbyterian Church. J. W. Skief was reared 
on a farm; though in youth he had no opportunities 
to obtain an education, except the efforts put forth 
at home evenings to study by the light of pine 
knots. In 1844 he removed with his mother to 
Texas, ano. the following year to Arkansas, settling 
ill what is now Garland County. In 1854, in 
company with his brother in~law, John Gibbons. 
he cross8d the plains via Salt Lake City to Los 
Angeles, and 011 to Lower California with ox 
it-'ams. ,rbile on the journey they Rpent much of 
their time in hunting antelopeR, deer, mountain 
goats, etc. From Lower Oalifornia they went to 
Thlaine Prairie, where they worked ill the mines a 
~hort time and also in the J i mtown mines. In 
1R37 they wellt to a point OIl tlle Columbia River, 
in \Y aRhington Territory, thence on to British 
America, rrom there to Queen Charlotte, and Van 
Oouver Island, and at the latter place boarded the 

ship Panama, fur ~an Francisco and on to New 
York City. Starting for homp across the country, 
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they traveled by stage principally, anu in 1R:"iO 
returned to Hot Springs. Soon after an extended 
trip was taken through Texa~ and the extreme 
South, returning in I SoO. In l~Ol Mr. Skief en 
listed in Company F, of Third Arkansas Cavalry. 
He was in the hattles of Iuka, Coriuth. l\IiRsionary 
Ridge, Holly Springs, Hpriog Hill and many 
others, and serveu until the close of the war. and 
was never captured or wounded. Mr. Skief was 
married in IHG6 to :L\Iary E , daughter of D. M. 
McGrew. Hhe was born in Illinois in 18-1-0. 1\lr. 
McGrew was born in 181 () and died in 1~()-L 

His wife was born in 1818 aml died in 1875. 
They were the parents of four children: Martha 
(wife of R. 'V. Gibbons), Sarah (wife of David 
Mayberry), Riley and Mary E. (wife of the sub 
ject of this sketch.) Mr. Skief is one of the suc 
cessful and practical farmers of Garland Oounty. 
He owns a fine farm of 320 acres. with 120 acres 
under cultivation, and raises a superior grade of 
Short horn cattle. His good orchard yields abun
dant retnrns, and hi <; buildings and fences are kept 
in first· class onler. He has probably the most 
commodious barns in the county. one being 50.:'!..50 
feet and the othel' forty feet Rquare,' containing 
room to stable all his cattle and store his grain. 
Mr. Skief is a member of the A. F. &, A. M. 

S. H. tltitt, proprietor Arlington Hotel, Hot 
Springs. Ark. There is nothing addg so much to 
the prestige of a city, in the estimation of a stl'an
gel', as first class hotel accommodations. Promi 
nent among those of Hot Springs come., the old and 
familiar Arlington Honse, which name has about 
it the ring of a familiar and tried friend. The 
proprietor. :lUI'. Stitt, is a native of TennessE'e, 
was rearpd in Nashville, aud there received hi", 
education in the public schools. At thE' agE' of 
sixteen years he E'ngageu in husiness, principally 
the hotel occupation, and in ISo7 came to Little 
Rock, where he was in the ice trade until l8G\). 
He then located at Hot Springs, and in 1870 
openpd the Hot Springs HotE-I, associated with 
Maj. 'Y. H. Gaines, anu ran this until 1'S7-t., whE-n 
he sold out. Then in connection with Col. 'V. S. 

road, 
Fordyce, president of the St. Louis & TE'xas Rail 

he erected the Arlington Hotel, which is 

now thp most popular house at Hot Springs. It 
is located near bath bouses and has ever) conven
ience. The hou,,>e contains 180 rooms, and spe
('ial rates arE' maile to commercial men. 1\11'. StiLL 
is a pI ince among hotel men, is naturally suited 
awl H.(lapte(l for it; he keeps his help constantly 
under supprvision, and sees that guests are prop 
Prly cared for. His marriage took place in 1875 
to 1\1iss Augusta. daughter of JUaj. ,Yo H. Gaine", 
and by her became the father of fivE' children. 
He is a member of the Masonic fraternity and thE' 
L O. O. F. He was born at Bridgeport. Eng 
land, but caUle to America with his parents when 
an infant, and located in Nashville, Tenn. 

Hon. John J, Sumpter, attorney, Hot Springs, 
Ark. 1\11'. 8nmpter is one of those men. too few 
in number, who fully recognize the truth so <tften 
urged by the sages of the law, that, of all men, 
the reading and thoughts of a lawyer should be 
most extE'nded. 1\11'. Sumpter was born in War 
renton, ,rarren County, 1\10., on July 7, 1\.j4:2. 
and is the son of James and Elizabeth Sumpter, 
the former of whom died in 1'3G I, but the latter 
it> still living. John J. Sumpter received his edu
cation in the common schools. studied law, and was 
ad~itted to the bar in 1878. SillCE' which time he 
has successfully practiced his profession. He E'n 
tered the Confederate army in 18G 1, Third Arkan 
sas Cavalry, as a privatE" was promoted to lieuten 
ant in 1862, and was subsequently made captain, 
serving in that capacity until the close of the war. 
He was in nearly all the engagements throughout 
Tennessee, l\l1ssis~ippi, Gporgia, Sonth and North 
Carolina, under Gens. Forrest and Wheeler, and 
waf> a hrave and fearless officer. He was married 
to 1\Iiss Nannie E. Cayce, a native of Tennessee, 
Novembpl' q, 18G6, and the fruits of this UUiOll 
were six children, three of whom are now living: 
John ,J., Jr. (aged twenty years), Orland H. (aged 
eighteen years) and 1\Iary L. (aged fifteen years. ) 
Mr.' 8umpter is one of the prominent men of the 
State, and has hE'ld many official positions. He 
was sheriff two terms, represented his county in 
the legislature three times, and is at preRent State 
senator. He was a member of the National Dem
ocratic Oommittee from Arkansas eight years. He 
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lS a lllt>U1her of the Masonic fraternity, a Past 
D. G. C. of the G. O. Knights Templar, a Thirty 
sPcoIHl degree Scottish Rit0 Mason, and was 
Grand J\Iaster of the t)tate in 1I'..;l:Ia and 1g.... 4, 
Grand High Priest in 1 t)B~ and 1~8H, and repre~ 
sented thE' State at the l11f'eting of the General 
Grand Chapter of thEl United States at Denvpl', in 
1"-1'33. REI is also a member of the K. of P .. Royal 
Arcanum, 1. O. O. F. and other secret orders. 
He and his wife and children are members of the 
l\letllOdist Episcopal Church, South. He is suppr
intend8nt of the Sunday f>chool and president 
of the- board of stE-waHl;:;, pre,,>ident of the board 
of trusteeR and class leader. He is a member of 
the school board; is also a director in two of the 
leading buildmg associations of the city. He has 
large interests in Hot Springs, and is the owner 
and proprietor of the Sumpter Honse, one of the 
finest in the city, and one that will accommodate 
100 guests. He if! also doing a large real estate, 
loan and inRurance business. 

Han. Frank M. Thompson, superintendent of 
Hot Springs Reservation, is a native of Osage 
County, Thlo., born June 2..t, 184-;3, and is the only 
survivor of four children (SOll'"i) born to the union 
of James and Esther (ERtes) ThompRoIl, the father 
a native of Illinois, and the mother of Missouri. 
J ames Thompson followed agricultural pursuits 
as a Iivelihood, and dif?d in Hempstead County, 
Ark., in 1'-lBO. The mother also died in that 
county. ThE'y camf? to Arkansas in 18-!V. The 
maternal grandparent:::; were early settlf?rs of JUis
60ur1. Frank 1\1. Thompson was but six years of 
age when he came to Arkansas, and here he grew 
to maturity, l"ecpiving a limited education in the 
common school,,;. He was reared to the arduous 
duties of the fBrm, and rf?Ulaining on the same until 
the breaking out or the war, he Hung aside thf? im' 
plemenh of peace, to take up the weapons of war 
farf?, and enlisted in the ::;tate troops, serving thrf?e 
months when they were <.1isbanc1ed. He then en
lifltE'c1 in the regular Confederate army, Company 
G, Ninteenth Arkansat; Infanh'}, and .,en ed unbl 
the Rurremler, dm'ing whie-h time he held th£' rank 
of sergeant. lieutenant and captain. He wa!', pro 
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RRs Post he was tah'll prisonpr ana confinpcl at 
Camp Chase, Ohio, for threE' months, thpnce to 
Fad Delaware, whpre be nnnainec1 one month. aud 
then to Petersburg, Va., where 118 waR exchanged. 
He waf-, in a numbE'l' of engagpment,,;, HlP most 
prominpnt being: Oak Hill, Mo., and Ubicka 
mauga. At the eloRe of the war IlP located in 
Columbia Count), Ark., and earriec1 on the mpl' 
cantile business until 1bifi, whpn 118 went to Hope. 
Hempstead County, of the same Rtate, amI thE'Te 
still continued that busine:-,~ until 1~1)5. He then 
sold out and lived retired for a few years. He rep 
resented Oolumbia County in the legislatnrp for 
one term, in 1871, was county judge of Hemp 
Rtead County, from 181)2 to 18S4-, and was mayor 
of Hope for thrE'e terms. He was elected to the 
State senate, in 1SF,6, from the TWl-'ntieth district, 
composed of the counties of Hempstead and Ne
vada, and servE'd fOll1' years, when he resi.gned, to 
accept his present position in June, 188H. He se 
lecteo. Miss E. C. Hicks. a native of Arkansas, as 
his companioll in life, and was married to her 
August 15, 1865. The frUitR of this union are two 
children: Frank M., Jr., and Floyd. The Captain 
is a member of thf? Masonic fraternity and Knights 
of Pythias. He j" one of the prominent men of 
Southern ArkanRaR, and now holfls an important 
position given him by the Government. He was 
Grand Chancellor of the Knights of Pythias, for 
the State, in 188-1:, i~ chairman of the Republican 
Committee of Hempstead County, and a member 
of the HE'publican State Central Committee for the 
State at large. 

Dr. M. G. Thompson, Hot Springs, Ark. The 
name of Thompson iR among the most influential 
in Hot Sprjng~. and i~ one of the most n:,,,;pectec1 
b) this communlty. Dr. M. G. ThompRon's birth 
occnrred in Fayf?tte County, TellO., July 22, lB..t9, 
and he is next to the youngest of six children born 
to the union of ,Jamps and Amanda (Gill) Thorup 
son. thf? former a native of Gf?orgia and the latter 
of Tennessee. JamE's Thompson was a promiDent 
agriculturist and followed this I)llrsuit up to the 
time of his death, which occurred in Fayette Coun· 
ty, Tenn. The mother died at Beebe, Ark. Dr. 
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) mated to the rank of captain in 1'36..t. At Arkan- M. G. Thompson was partially educated in Missis 
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sippi, nnder a governess at home, and when twenty
three years of age he began the stuuy of medicine. 
graduating at the University of Loui"ville in Feb
ruary, ] 818. He also has a certificate from the 
hospital of Louisville. He til'st hegan practicing 
in Lonoke County, Ark., and after remaining there 
three years. moved to Bpehe for a Rhort time, 
thence to I"ittle TIock, Germantown, Tenn., and 
finally, in 18S6, located in Hot Hl'rings where he 
has since been ar'tively pugagpu.. The Doctor 
was married to l\Iiss Lena Bristol, in 188G. and 
this union has been blessel1 hy the birth of onp 
chilJ: Murray G. The Doctor and his wife are 
memuers of the Baptist Church and are esteemed 
and respected by all. He is secretary of the Hot 
Springs l\ledical Society, and although a resident 
of the Springs only a few years. he hab built up 
an extensive practice in that time and has won the 
confidence of the people as a clever and scientific 
practitioner. 

Francis A. Thornton, of 1\fountain Glen, .Mill 
Township, Gal'land County, was born in Trout 
County, Ga., in 1b·i}l, being the son of Robert and 
Sarah J. (Fielder), both natives of Georgia. The 
father was engaged in the woolen mill business npar
Iy all his life, and was married about 1~40. They 
were the parents of ten children: Georgiana (now 
1\frs. 1\1ays), Napoleon B., Thomas N., Henrietta J. 
(the wife of Charles Keith), Sarah R. (wife of Harris 
Keith), Victoria (wife of Albert T. Trim), Louina P. 
(deceased), Caladonia (deceased), Eldorada (now 
::\11's. Nelson) and Francis A. (the f:>ubject of this 
sketch. ) Mr. Thornton was a member of the Ma
sonic order, and also of the Methodist Church. He 
died in 1876. His wife. who was born in 1827, 
was a member of the Methodist Church, and died 
in 1.':l83. F. A. Thornton bElgan farming for him 
self at the age of twpnty. In 1860 be left Georgia 
and moved to Texas, where he continued agricult. 
ural pnrsuits for the next five years. coming thence 
to Arkansas anu purchasing a farm. To this he 
has l'lince added, so that he now has between]. 000 
and 1,200 acres, with 200 acres under cultivation. 
In 156H he married Miss Nancy Partain, who died 
in 1814:, leaving one child, Francis J. He took 
for bis second wife Virginia L. l\Iayen:;. the daugb 

tpr of 1\1. l\layers. to whom he was marripJ in 1CSSO. 
rChey are the parents of three children: Fl ancis 
A .. 1\1al'ie L. and Robert A. Mr. Thornton is a 
miller by trade, and also a distiller. in which busi 
ness he has been pogaged sincE" 1882. He also 
OWI1R a cotton gin and two saw and shinglp mills. 
he"ide'3 some real estate in Hot Springs. It is 
said that the water power of his grist mill i" the 
finest on tlH' Ouachita River or in the Htate. Mr. 
Thornton is worth about $L\OOO, and i8 recognizpd 
as among the most inf!uential men in the county. 
His wife wa" born in Virginia in 1 ~01, her mother 
being a native of Switzerland and of French de
s<'ent. JUl'. and }\Irs. Mayers were the parents of 
six children: \Villiam H. L .. Han-iet C., JHary E., 
Ellen D., Martha L. and Vil'ginia L. They are 
now residents of Texas. 1\11'. Thornton was ap 
pointed postmaster in 1811. which office he yet 
fills. He is an influential Democrat of the com
munity. Dr. 1\1. Mayers, father in law of 1\1r. 
'rhornton. was born in Maryland in 1818, his par
ents being Abraham Mayprs and Catharine Gilbert. 
natives of Pennsylvania. They had a family of 
ten children, of whom. at this date, only two broth 
ers H'main. The senior JHayers owned a farm and 
carried Oll milling and other industries. but, nn 
fortunately, by endorsing, everything was taken. 
Subsequently be carried on the hotel business in 
Maryland, District of Columbia and Pennsylvania 
for some eleven years, with a hmily of three girls 
and five bOTs. The parents retiring from life, 
friends procured young 1\layers a situation in a 
drug storE", where be remained for eight years. 
Learning from his brother of the great advantage 
or fortune to be made in Arkansas, he set out for 
the nE-w .. Eldorado" in 1~'-W (a long time hefore 
Greeley said•. , Go \rest, youn g man," ) by stagE". 
canal and steamer from Pittsburgh. Embarking in 
the drug business, he opened up the first drug 
storfl in Fort Smith, where a cosmopolite commu 
nity c(;"mposed the inhabitants. numbering some 100 
citizens. The towa was laid off by Capt. John 
Rogers. A Government fort "\vas partially built, 
and a military post was then the head of naviga 
tion. Fort Smith was the depot for supplying 
forts in the Indian Nation. Trade f!;rOllIll1:; extend 
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ed OV8r hundreds of miles, annuitie<:; were paid 
regnlarl~ to the fivp civilizea tribes, and in dealing 
with the Indians 1\11'. l\layerc; early saw that thfly 
needeLl something besifles tlrngs. Hi"3 Imsiness 
became general aud prosperous until the" cnlRh ' , 
in J8HO, and then chaos reigned for yean;. Fi 
nall~ he took up his resideBee in Paris, Tex., in 
1ql~. He has passed the allotte(1 IJerioc1 of "three 
score and ten" with good health, and at present 
has no fanlt to find with the past. \Vhat a contrast 
the present offers to the surroundings of the JO' s, 
when a mail arrivetl every two weeks; the Indian 
with his train of ponies laden with peltries; no 
press to advertise one's wares; hundreds of miles 
of uncertain navigation; river down, and no boats 
for a year; goods high in price; salt 23 cents per 
pound. Surely, a great change bas occurreJ. Hot 
Springs, in 184:8, bad one hotel and one bath-tub. 
Arkansa'3 must or ought to develop, as the natural 
resources become known. 1\11'. Mayer's wife, Marie 
L. Perrey, is a native of Switzerland, born in 1831, 

and emigrated to America ill 1835. They were 

married in ]8..t'S. f)he has one sister, Louisa, liv 

ing in Paris, Tex. (I SSg. ) 

II Hiram A. "hittington was born in Boston, 

l\Iass., Jannary 14, l,)OG. He left Boston in ] 820, 

going s~nth, aud arrivedm Little Rock, AI'k., in 

Decpmher, JC,2(), and remaineJ in Little Rock un

til 1832, when he left for Hot ~prjngs, Ark. Here 

he has resided ever 1'>10C8. 


j 

Robert L. \Villiams, Rheriff and collector, at Hot 
Springs, Al·k., is a native of Hopkins County, Ky., 
born January 22, ] S30, and is a son of Roland P. 
\Vil1iams, who was a successful tiller of the soil 
all his life. The fathpr married l\lal'garet Gilli 
lanel, W~lO, as well as himself, was a nativt' of Ken 
tucky, and in J80~' they moved to Missouri. In 
1~f)8 they refugeed to the Lone Star f:)tate, hut 
afterward, in 1 SOi, emigrated to ArkansaR, locat
ing in Polk Count), where the mother LIieel. The 
father is now living with his son, Robert L. They 
reared a large family of children, six of whom are 
living. Robert L. ,"Vil1iams early in life became 
familiar with the uetails of farm life, and received 
his ec1ucation in thp COLDmon :-,chools. In 1SIS he 
removed to Hot Springb, where be was engaged in 
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keeping a wagon yard for about a year. Aft~r 

thiR he clerked in a grocery store for three years, 
and then f'Htered with a partner into t hf' ~ame bus 
inp'lg, also keeping a wholesale RTH1 retail fepd 
store, whieh he has sine(> ('ontimwc1. In 188f) he 
waR Aleded to his present pusitioIl, and so well 
did be diHcharge hiR ofi}eial dutie~, that he was re 
elected in ] ~S9. Hp is an able and efficient offi· 
cer, and commands the respeet of all for hie faith
fnlnpss. 1\1r. vVilliums was married February 11, 
1872, to Miss Martha E. Allen, a nativf' of Polk 
County, Al·k., and tht" fruits of this union are four 
interesting children: Bennie A., ,John, Florence 
and J 08ie. Mr. Williams owns considerable real 
estate in Texas, bebides extellFlive property inter
ests in Hot Springs. 

W. J. Willougbby, proper1; regarded as one 
of the prominent citizens of Hot Springs TowIl 
ship, Garland County, was born in 1817, in the 
State of Virginia, but is of Scotti..,h and EngliRh 
descent. His father, William J. \Vil1oughby, was 
a Virginian by birth, growing up on a farm, to 
which occupation he gave much attention during 
life. He served in the ,Yar of 1812, and was in 
the battle of New Orleans under Gen. Jackson. 
His father was a soldier in the Revolutionary War, 
and was an Engllshman by birth. ~William J. 
,YilIoughby, Sr., was married in Virginia, in Jb14, 
to Sarah Sorrel, and they became the parents of 
two chilJren: John B. and ~Wil1iam J. (the subject 
of this article.) The latter was educated in Vir 
ginia, and in ] q33 began the study of law. After 
being admitted to the bar he removed to 1\lissis 
sippi, where he commeneed praeticing, and there 
remained until 185:i, wben he v. pnt to Arkansaf-" 
settling in Montgomery County. In] 8G3 he was 
elected probate judge at Mount Ida, Montgomery 
County, which office he held for eight years. He 
also fierved one yeal' as probate jndge of Garland 
County, in which locality he was a promil,lent law
yer of that county, but bping in pOOl' health waR 
obliged to give np his profe:-,sion, and is now en 
gaged in farming. He also owns ] (jO acres of 
land. with about fifty acres under cultivation. JUr. 

,Yillonghby married Mrs. Mary A. Hobinson, in 
18~)(j, the widow of William Robinson, and the 
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daughter of EliRia Robinson and Sarah (Birdsong), 
who were the pal'ents of ten children: Rebf'cca, 
Minnie, Harvey, Robert, Miles, LouifJa, Ernaline, 
Monroe, Mary A. and ,Tohn. Her father died in 
Tennessee, in 1848. and her mother died in 1844. 
Both were mernbeTs of the Baptist Church. Mr. 
\Villoughbyand wife have a family of six children: 
James J\f, HenryL., Virgil 8., Serenia A. (wife 
of George Crouch), Selena A. and Joseph R. MI'. 
and JUrs. \Villoughby are members of the Meth 
odist Episcopal Church. 

Judge James B. \V ood, circuit judge, Hot 
Springs, Ark. No name is justly entitled to a 
more enviable place in the history of Garland 
County than thl?' one which heads this sketch, for 
it is borne by a man who has been usefully and 
honorably identified with the interests of this 
county, and with its advancement in every worthy 
particular. He owes his nativity to Drew County, 
Ark., where he was born January 25, 1851, and is 
the son of John S. and Martha (Bussey) "Tood, 
both natives of Georgia. John S. \V ood removed, 
when a boy, to Alabama, and came to Drew 
Oounty, Ark., at an early day, wbere he married 
Miss BURSE'Y, and followed the occupation of a 
farmer. He is also a Baptist minister. He re 
sided in Drew County until ] ~5;-3, when he 1'12 
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moved to Ashley County, of the same State, and 
there he now reRides. Judge James B. \Yood 
was rNlrpd in Ashley County, Ark., received his 
education in the common scbools, and at the age 
of twt'nt) began the study of law1 being admitted 
to the bar ill 1872. He practiced in Ashley 
County until March, 18731 when he came to Hot 
~pringR, where he has since practiced his profes
sioll. In 1878 he was elected prosecuting attorney 
of the Seventh jl1uicial circuit, composed of the 
counties of Garlalld, Hot Spring, Grant, Saline 
and Perry, amI he1<1 this position for four years, 
or two terms. In 1882 he waf:> elected circuit judge 
of the same ('ircl1it, awl so great was his popular 
ity that he was re elected in 1886. ~lr. \Y ood, 
when elected, was the youngest circuit judge in 
Arkansas, but nevertheless this has not interfereu 
with the respect and esteem manifested toward 
him for his sterling integrity, sound judgment and 
liberal, progressive ideas. A younger brother, C. 
D. Wood, is also one of the circuit judges of this 
State, his being the Tenth judicial circuit. He 
was elected in 1886. Judge ,Yood's marriage to 
Miss Hettie G. Scott, a native of Louisiana, oc
curred in 1877, and to them have been born four 
children: Guy, Scott, John S. and Marnette. The 
Judge and Mrs. \Y ood are Baptists. 
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LONOT<E COUNTY - RELIGIOUS AND EDUOATIONAL ADVANTAGES - ORGANIZATlON - COUNTY SEAT AND 


BUILDINGS-MUNIOIPAL TOWNSHIPS-HEAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTy-ERA OF SETTLE1UENT


HUNTING RE:HINISOENOES-OFFIOERS-POPULATION-- POLITIOA L 8TATUS-LEG A L MATTEI{,S


PHYSICAL FEATURES-STREAMS-TuIBER-KIND OF SOIL-RAILROAD-RESOUROES


AGRICULTURAL PRODUOTS-STOOK JNTERESTS-MILITA RY AFFAIRS 


-MUNIOIPALITIES-SELEOTED FAl\llLY REOORDS. 


Oft did the harvest to their sickle yield; 
Their furrow oft the stubborn glebe has broke; 

How jocund did they drive their team afield! 
How bow'd the woods beneath their sturdy stroke!- Gray. 

NE of the most eminent 
of American statesmen 
is recorded as having 
said that no community 
can attain to permanent 
moral success without 
religious culture and 
development. As this 

is closely allied to educational pro
gress and growth, it is eminently 
proper that the ecclesiastical and 
s c hoI a s tic faeilities afforded in 
Lonoke County be given prominent 
mention in this sketch of its history, 
as indicating the real nature and 
true worth of the community as a 
center of refinement and intellectual 

advancement and permanent- growth. 

j 

In nearly all settlements west of the Missis
sippi the Methodist and Baptist denominations 
were the pioneer Christian workers, but in the 
district now embraced in Lonoke County they were 
accompanied by the Presbyterians. The earliest 
settlers of Old Austin and vicinity included a colony 

of Baptists from the Carolinas, who organized a 
church there in a very early day, perhaps the first 
one in the county. Rev. John Carroll was one of 
the fin,t Baptist ministers here. The population 
being small but few churches were organized prior to 
the Civil War; with the increase of population, how
ever, denominational organizations have increased 
until, according to the minutes of the Caroline Bap 
tist Association, held at New Hope Church, in Oc
tober, 1888, this denomination had the following 
named church8s, pastors and membership in Lonoke 
County: Austin, R. J. Coleman, 55; Baker's 
Bayou, R. L. Sawyer, 40; Bethel, B . . F. House, 
39; Cabot, R. J. Coleman, 40; Carlisle, P. A. 

I Haman, 55; Greenwood, J. G. Doyle, 82; Gum-
woods, J . D. Fletcher, 32; Lonoke, W. A. Forbes, 
144; New Hope, O. U. Owens, 117; P ecan Grove, 
J. D. Fletcher, 1] 3; Pleasant Hill, J . J. Sawyer, 
105; 'Walnut Plains, O. U. Owens, 37; ,,\' atten
saw, J. J. Sawyer, 64. Other churches belonging 
to the association have since been organized, one 
at England and one at Richwoods, both by Elder 
O. U. Owens, and one near Cabot by Elder J. G. 
Melton. The Caroline Association recently closed t 
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its SPSSiOll for 18~!:l, at J ndc,onia. in "Thite County. 
ThEl increase in member~hip over the figuL'ElS here 
given has been large during the la~t year. 

Rev. John Harris was among th8 piolleer J\1eth 
odist ministers in this locality, and organizations of 
this denomination were effected in the primitivp 
bettlements. Of this church Lonoke Station, Rev. 
(1. D. McSwain, pa~tor, ha~ aGont ~OO members; 
AUbtin circuit, embracing-sonw eight appointmellts, 
Hpv. C. 1\1. Keith, pastor, has, according to the 
last conference minutes. 773 members, three local 
preachers, Rml ehurch property valued at $3,000; 
Carlisle circuit, embracing six appoilltments, Rev. 
J. lH. D. Sturgic" pastor, has a membership of 20g, 
ann chu1'ch property valued at $1, ~50; England 
circuit, with six appointments, Rev. K. ,Yo Dod 
son, pastor, has a membership of :283. and prop 
erty valuell at $1,500. These figures have been 
taken from the last conference minutmi, and thpl'e 
fore do not incl nde the increase since made. Lo
noke Station has a nf'W brick church edifice under 
process of construction, to be completed January 
1, 1 \.:jUO, and to cost about $(),500. Their present 
church edifice ie a frame building, with a :lUasonic 
hall above the audience room. 

Among the pioneer Pre~byterian ministers were 
Revs. James Wilson Moore and Aaron 'Villiams. 
The former settled in what is now Caroline Town
ship, in ] 84-0, and very soon after organized the 
church now known as Sylvania, a log church hou:-.e 
being ereeteu in 11)43. In] ~BO the present brick 
edifice was built at that place. It was used by 
Federal troops during the war; seats were de~troyed 
and the building was otherwise injnred. After 
the war closed the Government, throngh the effortl-. 
of Rev. Moore, replaced the seatf-). This church 
is now in a pro:'JperouR condition. Rev. Moore also 
taught school in his settlplllpnt, and as a result of 
his religious and edncational etfvrts that community 
is now an pc,pecially pious and intelligent one. 
The Presbyterian Church at Brownsville waR orgall
izea in April, 18-t-S, by Rev. Aaron Williams, 
anotber pioneer settlpr and Christian worker. In 
1Si3 this organization moved to Lonoke, but a few 
mpmhers living north of Brownsville withdrew, 
and organized the Hpster Church on the nm thern 

,. 
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edge of Grand Prairie. This latter church was 
dissolved in l8bS, the members coming to and join 
ing the original church at Lonuke. Rev. Baruuel 
1. Reed is pastor of tIll" church at Lonoke, and the 
membership iF! fifty four. The present Pre~hyte
riau Church ('difice (brick) at Lonoke was erected 
in 1879. Thert> i::; another church ol'ganizatioll of 
this <1Pllomination, known as Hickory Plains, 
located near the line between Lonoke and Prairip 
Counties. 

A large organization of the Cumberland Pres 
hyterianR is at Cabot, anu there may be other 
religious societies within the county, but the fore 
going gives ample evidence that the scriptural 
command to "preach the Gospel to every creat 
ure " has not been disobpyed 1Il this immecliate 
locality, at least. 

Sunday schools are taught in all churches in 
the towns and villages, and in some of the COUll 

try churches. Several Methodist and Baptist 
organizations obtain among the colored people. 

A better appreciation of the school system of 
Lonoke Oounty may, perhaps, be derived from a 
glance at the stati6tics furnishpd, than in any other 
way. The following report is taken from the last 
published report of the State Superintendent of 
Public Tnstruction, for the year ending June 30, 
11388, and will se-rve to show the conuition of the 
public schools at that time: Scholastic Popula
tion-white, males, 2, :331, females, 1,743, total, 
4, 07G; colol'ed, males, 81:3, females, 827, total, 
1,G--10; total white and colored, 5,716. Numbpr 
of pupils taught in the public schools white, 
males, 1,235, females, 1,037, total, 2, ~U2; col
ored, males, --116, females, -1-11, total, S~7; aggre
gate, 3,1] U. N urn LeI' of school dish'icts, 62; num 
bpI' reported, 46. Number of teachers employed 
males, 49, IemaIeR, 2S, total, 77. Average monthly 
salaries paid teachers fir:-.t grade, males. $-i3, 
females, $40 i ;;;econd grade, maleE1, $37.30, fe 
males, $30; third grade, malel-., $:i3, females, 
$27.50. Amount of money expended for the schools 
during the year for teacher's salaries, $16,786.
73; for building and repairing, $1,973.37; for 
treasurer' 8 commissions, $--119.15; for other pur 

poses, $1,268.53; total, $20,447.78. .......-,;~ 
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According to these figureR only 56 per cent of buildings. Accordingly at the first meeting of the 
the white and 50 per cent of the colored scholastic board of supervisors, thE'se comrnissiofleI's reported 
population were taught ill the public BehooIR; lmt and recomlllE'ndeLl "that the Hicks and Reynolus 
it mnst be observed that ant of the sixty-two school Block, known as the public square, be purchased 
districts, only forty-six reported, thus leaving six for the location of such seat of justice." But the 
teen unreported. The pupils attending in these court rejected the report and opposed the purchabe 
unreportE'd llistricts, if added, would of course of this property. Subsequently, on October ]~, 
increase tLe per cent of attendanre. This failure 1873, \V jlliam Goodrum ancl wife, for the can
to report will undoubtedly be remedied in the near sidel'ation of $~, 000, executed a deed to E. L. 
future, as the de::;irability of accurate and uniform Beard, ,r. T. High and \Y illiam M. Knight. the 
returns to the proper authority is heing more fully SUpel visors of Lonoke County, and to their succes
realized than in the past. SOl'S in office, for the use of the county, ,. the east 

The puLlic school in Lonoke is graded and has half of lot ten in block four in Wright's survey of 
a high school department, from which the pupils the town of Lonoke. " On this lot Rtood a two
graduate with an education sufficient for nearly all story Trame building about 2-1-1..90 feet in sizE', thp 
business avocations of life. A principal and six last court house belonging to Prairie County while 
assistant teachers are emploY8d. Carlisle has a Brownsville was its county seat, and which l)Uild 
graded free school with a principal and one assist ing had, prior to the organization of Lonoke Coun 
ant teacher. There are also other graded schools ty, been removed to and rebuilt at the town of 
in the county. Austin College, an institution of Lonoke, where it thus became thp first court house 
merit and worth, is mentioned in other pages of of the latter county. It was consumed by fire in 
this volume. 1881, but without loss to the public rpcora'3, which 

The organization of Lonoke Oounty was in ac were saved. The fire started, it is thought, from a 
cordauce with an act of the Gen81'al Assembly of caudle left burning after the adjournment of a 
the State, approved April 1(), 1873, and by snbse- public meeting. From this timE' until the present 
quent acts its limits, as originally defined, have been court honse was ready for occupancy, the county 
extended to its present dimensions, as described rented buildings for its various offices, ¥ 

elsewhel'e. The territory originally belonged to The gl'Ound on which the court house now 
that vast extent of country known as Louisiana, stands (block thirteen in the town of Lonoke)) was 
then to the Territory of Missouri, and upon the donated to the county by C. T. Thomp~on and 
orgaulzation of Arkansas Oounty in 1813, it was 'Yalton Harris, for thE' consideration of its accept
included within that; when Pulaski was organized ance and use afl the seat of justice within ten years 
III 1818, it formed a part thereof, and later, at the from the date of the deeds of conveyance, which 
organization of Prairie, in 1846, was nearly all em- were dated April 13. 1 R75. The block is 24:0 feet 
braced in that county; sllbseqnently about one- square~ 1\11'. Thompson donated the south part, 
half was set back by an act of the legislature to Pu ~no feet in width from north to south, and Mr. 
laski Connty, ~o that when Lonoke was organized Harris the strip --1:0 feet in width along the north 
its territory was held nearly equally by the coun side. The property was accepted hy the court 
ties of Prairie and Pulaski. and the deeds were recorded, but it was not occu-

The creating act fixed the seat of justice of the pien, nor was any court house built thereon until 
county at the town of LonokE', and appointed l)y reason of the expiration of the ten years it had 
George M. Ohapline, Thomas Doyle and 'Yilliam reverted to the donorH. epon m;surance. how
Goodwin commissioners, who, umler the direction ever, that a court house wonld immediately be 

of the board of supervisors (County Court) should ;; Brownsville, the ('onnty seat of Prairie Coullty prior 
purchase lots in the town of Lonoke whereon to to tlit: organization of Lonoke Connty. was ::,ituated at a 

point two and one hulf miles nortbea~t of the present town l 
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constructed, the ol'iginal donors reconveyed the 
property to the county by a deed dated July 14-, 
1885. Accordingly the present court house was 
erected that year by the contractors ana. builderfl, 
'V. S. StelTett &. 00., at a cost when completed, of 
$15,000. It is a large ana very substantial two 
story brick building, with two halls, five office 
rooms, and a fire proof vault on the first floor, and 
the court room and three smaller rooms on the 
second. It also has a tower for the reception of a 
town clock. This building was put up under the 
admlnistration of Judge J. M. King, the building 
commissioners being vV. F. Hicks, John C. Eng
land and Dan Daniel. The people may well con
gratulate themselves on having secured such an 
attractive and substantial court house for the least 
possible amount of money. 

On February 8, ]875, Flavius Wight, as mayor 
of Lonoke and for the town, conveyed by deed to 
the county, for the consideration or $2:23, the south 
half of Lot 11 in Block ..j. in Lonoke, according to 
the survey by Hicks and Heynolds. On this lot the 
first county jail, a log structure, was built by the 
contractor, A. ,Yashmood, for the bum of $3,730. 
The contract for its erection was let in the fall of 
187+, and it was completed the following year. 
In April, 1876, there were two prisoners cOllnned 
therein, Ed Blooel, a negro charged with murder, 
and a man named Murphy, arrested for hon;e steal
mg. Blood was fastened with a chain to the ftoor. 
Some outf>ide party assisted Murphy to burn a hole 
through the door large enough to enable them to 
make their escape. Blood was liberated from his 
chains by IHurphy, after which both escaped, and, 
leaving the jai1 on fire, it burned clown. Murphy, 
afterwanl and just before being re captured, com
mitted suicide. Blood was re arrested, tried, and 
found guiJty of, killing a crazy negro, and sen 
tenced to twenty one years in the penitentiary. 

On January 11, 1859, MrR. L. IH. JamE'8 and 
her husband, ,Yo F. James, for the consideration 
of $650 ($GOU in cash and the old jail lot. valued at 
$50), executed a deed to the county for all of Block 
20 ill Wright'''> survey of the town of Lonoke; and 
at this writing J. B. Chapline and O. 'Y. England, 
contractors, have about completed a jail and jail 

er's re&idence on that site. rrhis is a two story 
brick building. with the dwelling portion below and 
the jail above, the latter provided with steel cells. 
rrhe contract was let for $1] ,000 in ronnd numbers. 

Oll January 30, 11)80, James F. Olements and 
wife eX8C'uted a deed conveying to Lonoke County, 
for thf' consideration of $1,000, the following 
described lands: The north half of the southeast 
quarter, and the northeast quarter of the south 
west quarter, and the west half of the west half 
of the northwest quarter of the southwest quarter 
of section ~J, in township two north, range nine 
west; containing 130 acres in alL This farm was 
purchased as a home for the poor that are dependent 
upon the county for support. It lies one mile 
west of T-lonoke. 

At the first session of the board of supervisors 
(convened May 13, 1873) the county was sub 
divided into the following municipal townships: 
Butler, Caroline, Cypress, Gray, Eagle, Prairie, 
Totten, Lonoke, Richwoods, Pettus and Gum 
woods. Changes have since been made, so that 
the name CypreFs has been dropped, and other 
townships formed and named as follows: -Magness, 
York, Goodrum, Pulaski, Carlif'le, Hamilton, 'Yill",,, 
iams, Lafayette, Indian Bayou and Crooked 
Oreek. Thu'3 there are twenty municipal town 
ships in the county at this writing. 

The valuation and taxation of the county pre
sent a most creditable showing. In 18~O, real 
estate was assessed for taxation at $995,782, and 
personal property at $--122,700, a tota1of $1,·-n8, 
432; the total taxes chargpd thereon for that year 
being $~ /', --U 5. In 1888, the real estate assess
ment was estimated at $1,8 W, 185, and personal 
property (including the railroads) at $] ,+2H,820, 
or a grand total of taxablE' property uf $3, 2--1G, 28~); 
on this th8 total taxes rharged amounted to 
$51,702. n8. Thi" shows that from 1880 to 188Cl 
the real property of the county neady doubled, 
1-mel the personal more than trebled, the aggregate 
increasing from $1,4]8,--132 to $3,2-16,285. Con
trary to the general rule, the railroads in this county 
have been included in the personal property in 
stead of in the real estate, aR is generally the 
rustom elsewhere. The railroads were thus as- t 

r 
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sessed in 1888: St. Louis, hOll Mountain & 
Southern, $:338, () 10; Memphis & Little Rock, 
$163,488; the Altheimer branch, $'iB,IBG; making 
an aggregate of $484,634. Lonoke County has no 
bonded indebtedness. A year ago it had no debt 
of any kind, but in consequence of the building 
of the jail it is not entirely free from incumbrance. 
Such facts redound with great credit to any com 
munity, and prove an important factor in demon 
strating the desirability of this section as a place 
of residence. 

The first settlements of the territory now em
braced in Lonoke County, were made in and 
around Moss Prairie, including the Eagle settle 
mf'nt near the prairie, and at and in the vicinity of 
Old Austin, both in the northwest portion. The 
pioneers of the former were Sampson Gray, from 
"\'Villiamson County, Tenn., in 1821; Francis 8e
crist, from the same county and State, about 1826; 
JamesDunnaway, from North Carolina, in 1830; S. 
C. Moss, from Nashville, Tenn., about 183-1, and 
Andrew J. Legate, from Pulaski County, ]8-12. 
The latter still survives, and lives some six miles 
souLheast of Lonoke. He has settled upon and 
cleared several farms since his first location, and 
even now, at his advanced age, is clearing another 
farm. [See biography] . Other pioneers of this 
settlement were: J ames Eagle, the father of 
Gov. James P. Eagle, who came from Tennessee 
in 1839: ~\villiam Swain, Sen., and his sons, 
W illiam, Jr., and Samuel, about the same time, 
or a little later, all from Tennessee; John Smart, 
Benjamin Isbell and P. N. Horton, from Alabama. 
and Thomas Furlow, from Tennessf'P. 

j 

Among the pioneers of the Austin settlement 
were: "\r illiam Sanders, Sen. , and William San
del'S, Jr.; Hogan, a relative of the Sanders, and 
Drury Dobbins, a:ll from South Carolina, and 
James Erwin, from North Carolina. The latter 
settled about 1835, and the others also in the 30' s. 
The earliest settler on Grand Prairie was Robpl't 
Litton, and other early pioneers there were: Joseph 
Stillwell and John Percefull. The first comers to 
Longue Prairie were : John Reynolds and b is son 
Hamilton, Lot Johnson and Josephus Tucker. In 
1830, John Harrod located on Oypress Creek, sev 

eral miles from any other bettlement, and thprp 
began the business of raisiug hogs and allowing 
them to fatten OIl thp mast of the forest. He 
cured great quantities of bacon, which he hauled 
to Little Hock, and sold at from ..t. to 5 cpnts per 
pouud. Jacob Bradshaw, Haney Hudgins, George 
Rose, and a Mr. f3umner were the pioneers in the 
vicinity of Clear Lake. Judge J. M. King came 
from Alabama. in 1830, and settled where Pleas
ant Hill church now stands, about ten miles north 
west of Lonoke. The following were pioneers ill 
and about Brownsville, the county seat of Prairie 
County (when nearly all of the territory of Lonoke 
formed a part of that county): E. M. 'Williams, 
first clerk, and Alfred Barksdale, the first sher
iff of Prairie County; Rev. Aaron Williams, for
merly of South Carolina, but latterly of Little 
Rock, Ark., the father of Judge Samuel W. \Vill
iams, now of that city; E. E. Dismukes, from Ten 
nesseei Dr. John Wright, from South Carolina; 
Nathan Bird, from Georgia, and 'V. H. England; 
the latter came from Georgia in 18.t9. He was 
the father of John C. England, private secretary 
of Gov. Eagle, and his brothers, all of whom 
are well known to the people of Lonoke County. 
A later settlement was one known as the ,ralter's 
Settlement, called after a pioneer of that name. 
Of those who Rettled there during the 50' 8, there 
are now living: Lewis Hutson, James Oaveness, 
Wylie Davis, Col. 1. D. Bore and 'Villiam Johnson. 

As far back as 1820, a few buffalo and elk 
remained in this part of the country, and bears, 
wolves, panthers, wild cats, deer, the smaller 
animals, wild turkeys, wild geese, ducks, prairie 
chickens and other small fowls were numerous. 
The buffalo and elk have become extinct, the bear.., 
nearly so, while other animals and fow Is remain in 
sufficient quantities in some localities to make it 
interesting, and sometimes profitable for hunters. 
The pioneers lived to a great extent upon wild 
game, which was so easily obtained that rifle shots 
from their cabin doors brought it clown, within con 
venient distan ceo A good story is told of a French 
llian named Ambo, and an Indian, two famous hunt 
e1's, who, upon one occasion, determined to hunt 
separately one day, agreeing that the one killing 
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the most game should have all secured by tht:' othp1'. 
The tif'ld of operation was in the vicinity of the 
place where the iron bridge now spans Bayou MElto; 
about twelve miles out from Little Rock, the tel' 
ritory being on both sides of the line between 
Pulaski and Lonoke COl1nties as now established. 
The Frenchman killed thirty six deer and the 
Indian thirty three. What a change bas been 
brought about in a few years by advancing civili 
zation. This hunt took place in the year 182H. 

Unele Andrew J. Legate relates an amusing 
incident in which he killed five bears one morning 
before breakfast. Being out of llleat he remarked 
to his wife that he would step out and shoot a deer, 
that they might have some venison fOl' their meal. 
But a short distance had been traversed whe:n he 
espied an old bear seated upon her haunches with 
her back against a tree. Taking deliberate aim he 
shot and killed the animal, after which looking up 
he discovered in the branches of the tree four cubs, 
all of which he killed. Instead of venison, how 
ever, bear meat served as an article of diet for 
many meals. On another occasion, whE'n in the 
woods with his fonr dogs, a huge panther was seen 
resting on the limb of a tree. The first shot which 
he firetl did not d:isturb it, but the second, though 
only injuring it slightly, caused it to jump to the 
gronnd, where the dogs instantly seized it, one of 
them on each side of the head, and one at each 
hind quarter. Notwithstanding these hindrances 
the beast was able to drag all along, and with open 
month made for Mr. Legate, who thrust his gun 
barrel down the animal's throat, and holding it 
with his left hand, with hi:'l right he took a knife 
from his pocket, opened it with his tf'eth, and then 
dispatched the ferocious beast. " U nele Jack," 
as hE' is called, can relate many amusing inci 
dents of pioneer life, in which he amI his comrades 
were engaged. He is now the oldest surviving 
pioneer, having lived in Lonoke's present territory 
longer than any other person. 

The following official list inclu<les tht:' uallies 
of ~JI those who have occupied position'> of re 
sponsibility within the county since its organ 

j 

ization, with date of term". of service annexeu: 


Judges: Board of supervisors, 1873-7+; E. L. 

ARKANSAS. 

Beard, ]R7-t. 82; J. M. King, 1882 8tl; J. N. 
Smith, present incumbent, first elected in 1886. 

Clerks: G. M. Oharline, 1873 74; 'William 
Goodrum, 1874 86; George Vi. Chapline, Ib86-88; 
G. M. Cbapline, the presf'nt incumbent, elected' 
in 18SS. 

Sheriffs: J. M_ l.IcClintock, una 74; J. :tV1. 
King. 1874-7h; ,Yo P. Fletcher, 187S 86; J. H. 
Hicks, present officer, first elected in 18R6. 

Treasurers: A. M. Russell, ]873-74; ,Yo A. 
Verser, 1876 84; S. V. Austin, 1884 8tl; Henry 
Brown, present treasurer, eJected in 1888. 

Coroners: J. A. 'Voolen, 1873 7-4-; H. C. 

Jackson, 1874 76; R. E. Boyd, ]87n-78; S. B. 
Oannon, 1878 84; S.' T. Noreut, 1884- 86; D. A. 
Newman, ]886 88; J. F. Bf'll, present incumbent, 
elected in 1888. 

Surveyors: J. E. Baker, 1873, to November; 
'V. J. High, from November, 1873, to 187.!; J. 
A. Alexander, 1874 78; B. F. Stokes, present III 

cumbent, continuously since 1'378. 
Assessors: D. J. Mytinger, 1873-74:; L. A. 

McLendon, 1874 78; F. G. Swain, 1878 82; Q. 
T. ,Yebster, 1882 84,; F. G. Swain, 18q4 g6; 'V. 
H. Robinson, the pl'e"lent incumbent, first elected 
in 18R6. 

James P. Eagle (pl'esent Governor) represent 
ed Lonoke County in the State Constitutional Can 
vention in 187.!. 

State Senators: Twelfth District, Lonoke and 
Prail'ie Counties; W. F. Hicks, 1874 78; J. E. 
Gatewood, 1878 82; W. F. Hicks, ]882 80; vL 
P. Fletcher, 1886. 

Representatives: ,Yo L. Frazier and J. H. 
Bradford, 1874 ,6; J. P. Eagle and A. D. Law 
horn, IS7u 78; J. M. King and A. W. BumpaRs, 
1878 80; A. D. Turner and G. 1\1. Chapline, 
1880 82; O. N. Owens and W. M. HE-reford, 
]882 8J; J. P. Eagle and A. D. Tanner, 1RR4 8u; 
A. J. Patton and W. F. Hicks, 1886 ~8. 

The population of Lonoke County is now prOD 
ably over 15,000. According to the United States 
census for 1880 it had R,143 white, and 4,003 col
ored residents, or a total population of 12,] .JJi. 
This shows that nearly one-third of the population t 
at, that time was negroes. Since then, by re~F 
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of a cOllsiderahle inflnx of whitti immigranif;, thA the northeast corner of Township ;) north, Range 
.white numerical strength has incr(:'a~ed rapidly. 7 west; thence south on the range line to the baf..e 
The blacks are more thickly settled ill the southern line; thence east to Two Prairie Bayou; thence 
portion of the county, where are located the largest down this stream to the line dividing Township", 2 
cotton plantations, and some of them own antl cul and 3 south; thence west 011 the township line to 
tivate their own farms. the Honthwest corner of Township ~ south, Range U 

The political aspect of the county, as might be west; thence north on the rallge line to the middle 
supposed, is largely Democratic. In local matters, of Township I south: thence west five milf?s to the 
however, party measures are made :-,ubservient to southwest corner of Section 17, Township 1 south, 
those movements tonding to the best interests of Range 10 west; thence north to the old bed of 
the people. Arkansas RiVAl'; thence up this old bed to the base 

At the September election in ] ~8M, James P. line to the southwest corner of Section ;-3:3, Town-
Eagle, Democratic candidate for Governor, received ship 1 north, Range lOwest: thf?nce north on 
here 1,768 votes, and C. 1\1. Norwood, the com section line four miles; thence east on section line 
bined opposition candidate, 1,4-73 votes. At the one mile; thence nmth on section lines to the line 
November election in the same YE'ar, the several dividing Townships.J. and;) north; thence west on 
candidates for President received votes as follows: township line to the middle of Range] 0 west; 
Cleveland, Democrat, 1,469; Harrison, Repub thence north to Uypress Creek; thence down this 
}jcan, 1,04:3; Streeter, Union Labor, 84; Fisk, stream to the line dividing Ranges 7 and 8 west: 
Prohibition, 4. thence south on the range line to thn line dividing 

,Yhen Lonoke Uounty was created the county Townships 3 and 4: north; thence east to the place 
court, as intimated elsewhere, consisted of a board of beginning. 
of supervisors, and remained thus composed until The area of the ('onnty is about 773 square 
organized a'3 it now exists under the provisions of miles, or 49B,000 acres. a large percentage of 
the Constitution of ] '374:. Thib court convenes in which belongs to the State, a small percentage 
regular session on the second :l\Ionday of January, each to the Little Rock & Memphis Railroad, and 
April, July and October of each YE'ar, and the pro- the St. Louis, Iron l\Iountain & Southern Railway, 
bate court on the fourth l\Ionday of the same and the balance to individuals. 
months. The circuit COllrt holds but two l'egular Cypress Creek, on the northern boundary of 
se~sions in the year, convening on the first Monday the county, flows in an easterly direction to its con 
of January and July. The Lonoke chancery court fluence with ~\yhite River. ,YattE'nsaw rises in 
convenes Oll the third Monday of May and Novem rrownship b north, Range ~l west, and flows thence 
bel'. The circuit court belong,> to the Sixth judi eastwardly, and also empties into White River. 
cial district, composed of the counties of Lonoke, Two Prairie Bayou rises in the northwestern part 
Pulaski, Van Buren, Faulkner and Cleburne, with of the county, and flows in a bouthE'asterly direc 
JudgE' J. \r. Martin, of Little Rock, presiding, and tion to the base line, and across Townships 1 and 
R. J. Lea, of Little Rock, prosecuting attorney. 2 south, it forms the> county's eaHtprn boundary 
Tbe resident attornf?Ys, constitutillg the legal hal' line. It rUllS betwepn Grand Prairie ana Prairie 
of the county, are E. HE'ndricks, C. \Y. England, Longue. hence its name, "Two Prairie.. , Bayou 
John L. Black, J. E. Gatewood, T. C. Trimble, W. Meto enters the connty from the west near the line 
F. Hicks, George Sibly cmd Gf?orge T. Lea. dividing Township,> 2 and ;1 north, and runs f->outh 

Lonoke County is one of the most highly fa easterly. emptying into Two Prairie Bayon. some 
vored portions of the east central portion of the six miles south of the base line. Urooke<1 Creek 

j 
State. It is boundE'd north by White OOUllty, f?ast 
by Prairie, soutb by J efl"erson and west by Pulaski, 
it.s boundary linos being as follows: Beginning at 

rises in the central portion of the county, COUl'S 

iog in the same general direction as t bE' stream 
just, mPlltioneel, and leaving tho rount)' at l(S I 
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sontbern houndary in Range 7 west. Baker's inclulles the Rontherll portion of the count}, the 
Bayou rises in the west central part and flows in a lands being lower and heavily timLpred, though 
southerly direction through and from the same. not :-mbject to overflow (except to a very small ('x 
Black Bayou ri::oes in the wesh\l'n pcu·t of thp cOlin tent). This is the best cotton and corn producing 
ty near the base linE', and flows in a southerly section of thiD locality. 
COU1'1:>8. These stream"), with their nnmerOllS hih The soil in the nor1 hern division is varied from 
ntaries, furnish all the drainage of the county, light to heavy, and unimprovpc1 lands can be bad 
and all excopt Cypress and ,rattensaw empty into at from $:} to $10, and illlprovpcl land", at from $6 
the Arkansas River. In the southern and sonth to $20 per acre. The soil of the mic1dle division is 
western portions are a number of lakes and cypress composed of sand, clay anclllllllHl"i. and the unim 
swamps. In the nortllE'rn part many never failing pl'ovpd lands there ma} he purchased for the same 
springs of cool and clear water abound. In Mag prices as in the first division, and the improved 
ness Township, the extreme northwest part, there lands at from $8 to $23 per acre. The wil in the 
is a noted chalybeate spring known as l\Iountain southern section is mostly alluvial anu very produc. 
Spring. It is situated on a spur of the Ozark tive; unimpJ'oveelland~ bring from $2 to $25, and the 
:l\Iountains, overlooking thp country for miles improved lands from $15 to $30 per acre. Some 
around, and citizens from the malarial regions of of the cotton plantations are very valuable. The 
the State annually encamp there during the hot county is mostly a level country, the substratum 
season. In the middle and southern portions of of which is composed of the orange colored sand 
the county tbe best of soft water ohtains in dug belonging to the quarternary period. The only 
and boreel wells, at depths of from twenty five to rocks observed are in the northwestern part of the 
forty feet. county. 

Thp general trend of the county, as shown by The timber in the northern and llliddle portions 
the water courseR, is toward the ea&t and southeast. is composed of white oak, post oak) water oak, red 
Grand Prairie beads five miles north of Lonoke, oak, blackjack, bickory. a few gum and pines, elm, 
and extends a little &outh of east to the pastern dogwood, maple. ironwood, pen,immons, mulberry 
boundary, averaging from two to four miles in and many othel's. 
width. Prairie Longue heads fonr miles north In the southern portion of the county are found 
west of Lonoke, and extends in a sontheastprly di white oak, burr oak, overcnp oak, black oak, wil 
rection to near thp pastern county boundary. avt>r low oak, rough and scaly hickory in great variety, 
aging from two to four miles in width. Moss white and yellow ash, prickly ash, pecan, walnut, 
Prairie lies three miles WPRt of the head of Prairie cherry, sassafras, locust, redbud, linn, slippery 
Longue, and covers about a "ection of land. As and red elm, holly. bois d' Arc, chinquepin, tupelo 
regards agriculture the county i", naturally divided gum, maple, ironwood, dogwood, cypress, white 
into three spctions. the fir"t of whicb pmbnlcPR the gum, sycamore, wjllow, box ",Ider, bjrch, hackberry, 
northern part, lying at aIld including HlP foot hills hucklpherry, cottollwood, haw, and the greatest 
or spurs of the Ozark JUountains. TheRe spurs abundance of as fine red gum (known in the North 
have beautiful valleys betwepn them, well supplipd fl"i satinwootl, and nsed extensively in the manu 
witb water, and both the hills and valleys are es facture of fllrnitul'e) as grows anywhen:.. l\Iillions 
pecially adapted for fruit raising, an imlustry of feet of this timber hav\:' been llef:>troyed annually 
already nicely tleveloped, padicnlarly in slllall in this county in clearing and opening up these 
fruits. It is also fittpd for general farming. The fint> lands for cotton cnlti vatioll, because itR value 
seconti or middlf' section of thp connty iR a fine up has been only recently appreciated, and because it 
land timbered and prairie countr,), wf'll watered, was too far from markpt. Great forests of this tim 

and l'pnderec1 capable of raising all varietip"i of her, where the general average would he four feet in t 
r t this latittHle The third section diametpr and an average height of 100 feet clearj Cl_'~_r_s p_e_C_l_l_l_a_r--c_)--_.---------.--------~--'__________________________________________________~:-~~==~~ry~~~~____ __ 
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of branches from forty to ~ixty fpet yet remain. * 
The first highway ill this immediate territory 

was the one knO\\ n as tLe ,. l\Iilitary Road," lead 
ing frOID Memphis to Little Rock. and crossing the 
county by way of Brownwille. This road was cut 
out and made by the GovernulPnt prior to the Mex 
ican 'Val', and on that occasion the rrenne"see 
troops passed over it on their way to Mexico. For 
many) ears it was the only public highway in the 
country through which it passed, and was of gl'eat 
use to the earl) settlers, who traverspd it to the 
river crossings, where peltry and other carumod 
ities were exchanged for goods and provisions. 
But few public roads were in this section prior to 
the Civil 'Val', though, with its recent develop 
ment, a sufficient number have been established 
and opened to Illeet the necessities of the people, 
On Grand Prairie, especially, and in some other 
localities, these roads have been placed on the 
section lines. thus making them run east and west, 
or north and south, and crossing each othpl' at right 
angles. The highways of the county are gener
ally smooth and fair, and the streams are bridged 
where necessary. 

The St. Louis, hon Mountain & Southern Rail 
way runs in a southwesterly direction, aCl'OSS the 
northwest part of the county, a di"tance of thirteen 
miles, thus furnishing excellent shipping racilities 
for the residents of that community. The course 
of the Memphis & Little Rock Railroad is dil'ectly 
east and west through this section its length 
within the county being twenty one miles. It has 
otatiom; at Lonoke and CarlislE>. The Altheimer 
Branch Railroad, running from Altheimer on the 
t;t. Louii:>, Arkansa,> & Texas Railroau to Little 
Ro~k. paRses southwesterly for a distance of six
teen and two fifth miles: thus making fift), and 
and two tifth miles of railroad within Lonoke 
Uount~y. 

To an individual seeking a new horne in all)' 
localit~, perhaps the first inquiry made is concern 
ing the resources of the section where he ,,,auld 
settle. In this respect Lonoke compares most 
favorably with its sister counties. Agriculture is 
the principal resource. and the aIle most developed.

J 
'~K'i:tract frum John C. England & C). '8 pamphlet 

bnt not properly diven,ifieLl. ., Cotton ii:> King," 
and it would seem that the fertility of the lands 
is being injured by the constant cropping with this 
commodity. ]\lore clover and grass grown on the 
soil might prove to be an excellent improvement. 

The agricultural productions of the count) for 
thl'> year 18tO, as shown by the census of 1880, 
were as follows: Indian corn, 2-10, 7(H bushels; 
oats. .J,9,H7.J, bushels; wheat. 5.50:3 busheh,; hay, 
2.CS40 tons; cotton, 11, 70J bales; Irish potatoes, 
8, t02 bushels; sweet potatoes. ](),633 bu",hels; to
bacco, 6,1 V7 pounus. The number of farms then 
were 1,900; the acres of improveu lands. 65,54-9; 
and the total value of farm products for IbiV was 
$80G,779. The hay. as here reported, was almost 
entirel~ made of the wild prairie grassps, hut a 
much greater supply coulu be ohtained frolll tame 
grasses, if cultivated. From this report it appear~ 
that corn, oats and cotton were then as now the 
staple crops The average yield of products per 
aCl:e depends very much upon the kind of farmer 
producing them-the jndustrious and scientific la 
borer always acquiring double the alllount of his 
less energetic neighbor. 

The climate is mild, the water supply abundant. 
and the lands are so well adapted to growing many 
kinds of grasses that this should and probably will 
become a stock-producing county. The raising of 
live stock can be made a great source of revenue. 
In It--SO there were in the county, according to the 
census reports, 1,073 horses, 1. 373 mules and 
asses, 10.SCSI head of cattle, '2.182 sheep and 21.
13] hogs, and in 1CSgS, as shown by the aflsessor's 
returns, ;),:HS horses, 2,310 mules and asses, It. 
1:--32 cattle, 2.2<..,5 sheep and 13,727 hogs. By 
comparison it will be ohseryed that during the 
lapse of the eight years, there was a large increa~e 
in the number of horse.., aWl mules, a slight in 
creabe in the number of cattle aUll sheep, and a 
large decrease in the number of hogs. At pres!::'ut 
there are extensive ranges for grazing, and a" the 
winters are quite mild, cattl8, if provi(lt'd with 
shelter from the rains. will live and thrive throngh
out the year with but very little feediug. Hog..., 
succeed well on the wild gras~ amI mast. 

Another resource or the county is it", ya~t t 
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amount of timber which i" being sawed into lumber and ,Villiam Goodrum pach wflnt out with a com 
by several mills distributed thronghout the county. pan) from the connty and joined the State troops, 
Rough lumber is worth from $lO to $1;) pElr thous auel snbRf'(luently the Confederate army. Sf'veral 
and; dressed, from $l-4: to $~;-); shingl8'-i from companies, commandpd respectively by Captains 
$1. 50 to $3 pel' thoLlsand. ThEIrs arp grist mills A . .T. Gillgl8s, rrIlOma~ Payne, Townsend, Rine 
and cotton gins ~ accessible to every lleighorhoo<1. bart, Pearsoll, 'V. E. Paulstoll, P. H. Wheat, 
Horticulture is also a considerable aVE'uue of in Fan, and perhaps others, were raiReel in Prail'ie 
come, ann this industry is lwiug ('specially de County, all of which served in the Confederate 
velop(\d in the northwest part of the county where army. 'When Gen. Steele's force advanced upon 
the shipping facilities to the north and south are Little Rock, which place he occupied Septelllber 
convenient over the St. Louis, hon J\Iountain & 10, 1863, there wa") a small body of Confederatf' 
Southern Railway. Extensive quantities of fnlit troops at Brownsville. Thf'sE' were thme attacked 
are annually shipped from Austin, Cabot and 'Yard, by a portion of Steele's approaching army. The 
the stations on this railroad. To the intelligent Confederate force checked the advance of the 
observer these favorable opportunities afforded by Union hoops as hest it conl<1, and thus fought its 
nature and appreciated and improved by man, way back to Little Rock, where it joined the main 
mean a great deal. If progress and development army, under Gen. Price, retiring with it. This 
have been retarded in the past, the blame can be constituted all the regular fighting which took 
easily placed. The future offers inducements placE' in the county during the war, but later on, 
never before equaled and earnest, active effOlts are scouting and foraging partif's, and sometimes guer
all that are npceRsary to make this portion of the rillas unprincipled men of either side wrought 
State what it was intended to be one of the dismay and alarm by their misdemeanors and de· 
most prominent of any country. vastating acts of violence. 

The Olle blot upon the county's history i8 tlIp Commercial centers, of influence and thrift, 
part it unwillingly bore in the Civil War, though thrive here as elsewhere. rrhe following sketches 
it was not to a great extent. Prior to the holding include mention of all towns within the county: 
of the State Convention, which convened in Little The original town of Austin was established 
Rock on 1Ylarch 4, H:l01, to discuss the <Jues soon after the settlement of that vicinity at a point 
tion of seceding from, or of remaining in the about a mile southeast of the present station now 
Union, an election was held in Prairie County (to on the St. Lonis, Iron Mountain & Southern Rail 
wbich the territory of Lonoke tben nearly all be way. For many years it was a villagE' of considera 
longed) for the purpose of selecting a delegate to ble trade and importance. 'Vben the railroad was 
the convention. There were two candidates for completed, Austin Station was established, and the 
thp position: Col. B. C. Totton, who rpprBsented Im:-,ine~s of the old town began to move toward the 
the Union sentiment, and Col. R. S. Gautt, tbl:' new, until in time there was nothing left at the orig
nominee of the secessioll element. 1'he people inal site, hut Austin College (a noteu school, estab
were nearly e(putlly divi(lel1, hnt Col. Totton was lishel1 yeary ago and still continning its educational 
elected, and representf'c1 the county in the con work), one store, a hlaeksmith shop and a few dwell 
vention. It it, known as a matter of bistory, that iugs. Austin Station in Caroline Township in 
the convention elid not take final action nutil at its eludes among its interests tbree general stores one 
atljournecl sesflion in June following, and by this drug store, one cotton gin, the railroad buildings, 
time th8 war beillg then in progress the :senti post office, and a' collection of residellces. The 
ment of the people of Prairie County had so "Austin Nursery," containing about ;SO acres, is 
changed that they were almost. if not nnanimou:--,ly, situated between Austin statlon and Cabot. George 
in favor of secession. In the Rumlller of 1'301, P. Murrell is the proprietor. This was established 
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In this connection mention fihonld be made of 
The Triumph, a weekly newspaper established at 
Austin about the year It>7U by T. T. Pitts. This 
man started more newspapers in Arkansas than 
any other individual. He sold the paper to Sidney 
'Yilbank, and Dr. lUitchell became its editor. It 
was suspended some years ago. 

Brownsville, two and a half miles northeast of 
Lonoke, was established about the time of Prairie 
County's organization (18-1-6), and was the county 
seat of that county until shOTtly after the close of 
the Civil 'Yar, when tht=' records were removed to 
Devall's Bluff and subsequently to Des Arc. It was 
formerly an inland town of considerable import
ance, and a seat of justice. and flourished until 
the war period, when it shared the devastations of 
the times, not fully recovering thereafter. After 
losing the seat of justice, and when the town of 
Lonoke was established, Brownsville declined antil 
nothing remains but the cemetery and two or three 
dwellings now used as farm houses. The site of 
the old town is at this time in farm lands. 

Cabot is a town on the St. Louis, Iron .l\Iountain 
& Southern Railway, in York rrownship. It was 
established upon the completion of the railroad 
and now contains six general storE's, two drug 
stores, one Iivery stable, one cotton gin, one hotel, 
two blacksmith shops, railroad depot, a free graded 
school, three churches for the white people 
:1UE'thodist, Baptist and Cumberland Presbyterian, 
two churches for colored people lUethodist and 
Baptist, post office, dwellings, and other buildings 
to correspond; also two physicians and a lawyer 
and notary public. This is the first station south 
west from Austin. 

j 

Carlisle. situated nine miles east of Lonoke, on 
the Memphis (.'v, Little Rock Railroad, contains 
some 400 inhabitants. It was laid out by Samuel 
McCormack, the original proprietor, in ] 872, then 
being all open prairie, without a single house. A.s 
soon as the plat was made. ~. B. Curtis put up a 
building and opened a general store with a small 
capital. Next, J. H. Hanna started a small store. 
Curtis continued in business until 1878, but Hanna 
only to ] 875. The third and fourth stores were 
oppned respectively by J. E. Dedman and Clark ~ 

Co. From] 87r; to 1878 the town took on a rapid 
growth, advancing ahead of the surrounding coun 
b'y, though from that time until 1SS3 it stood still, 
awaiting the improvement of the country. Since 
the latter date it has had a regular and substantial 
growth, keeping pace with the development of the 
snrrounding community, and now there is not a 
vacant house in the place. New buildings are in 
demand, and an E'ra of pro'3perity ha<; da"\vned 
promising mnch good. Carlisle has five general 
stores, O1)e bakery and family grocery, one drug 
store, two meat markets. one millinery store, one 
boot and shoe Flhop, two livpry stables, two 
blacksmith, wagon and carriage shops, one restau
rant and family grocery, a barber shop, one 
hotel, two boarding houses, a passenger depot, 
a freight depot, two churches Baptist and JHetho
dist for the whiteR, and two of the same de
nominations for the colored people; two school 
houses, one for white and one for colmed children. 
The former, when completed, will cost about 
$3,000. It is an attractive two story building, pre 
senting an excellent appearance. Two teachers are 
employed in this and one in thp colored schools. 
In addition to the indu!:3tries mentioned a cotton gin, 
griot mill, feed grinding mill, two hay presses and 
a large hay shed, all belonging to the firm of Beach 
& Flint, are at Carlisle; also two large ha) sheds 
belonging to other parties. 'While Carlisle is 
situated in a good cotton growing district, the 
making and baling of hay from the wild prairie 
grasses appears to be a leading industry. There 
are many hay presses and extensive hay barns in 
the surrounding country, and immense quantities 
of this product are shipped in bale from this place. 
Carlisle Lodge No. ;1,131. Knights of Hon.or, and a 
post of the Grana Army of the Republic, are the 
only secret societies here. The town has been in 
corporatea for many years. A. Emonson is the 
pre~ent mayor, and C. C. ~aundE'r8, recorder. 
Preparations are being made to supply the place 
with water works, an improvement which will be 
greatly appreciated. Carlisle has five physicians, 
but in a locality so healthful it is hardly possible 
for one of this profession to subsist wholly from the 
income of his practice. 
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The town ab,o contains two weekly newHpapers, 
The New Departnre, a sevell~column folio, now in 
its lenth volume, publisherl ev8l'Y Saturday. with 
J. A. \\ oollen as editor, and Th8 Oal'lislf" Entfll' 
prist', a six colullln folio, e:-,tabli8ht"d in Septemher, 
1S\9, hy the CarlisIt' Publishing Company, aml 
issued also every Saturday. Both of th8se papers 
are Democratic in polities, <IDd both are ably edited 
aud neatly priuted, They serve to advocate and 
promote the interest of thORE' whom they represeut, 
and wield an important influence in the affairs of 
the community. 

England, on the Altheimer Branch Railroad, in 
the soutlnvest part of the county, was laid out by 
John C. England, in Januar), 1~8U. It contains 
three general storeb, onp drug store, one livery 
F:otable, a blacksmith shop, a few dwelling houses 
and a population of less than 100. It also supports 
a weekly newspaper, The Arkansas Journal, estab 
lished by 1Ur. vYright in the spring of 1889. It is 
a six column folio, inuepeudent in politics, and 
carefnlly and worthily published. 

Lonoke. the seat of justice of the county, and 
the largest town within its bOllDdarit's, is situated 
on the Memphis ..\;,; Little Rock Railroad, tweoty 
thrpe miles past of the laUer city, and near the 
county's geographical cpnter. The original site 
was surveyed and laid ont in Angust, 1gu!:); 
aoel comprised all of the east half of Section 19, 
Township 2 north, Range 8 west. That part 
lying south of the railroau is known as "Hick's & 
He} nold' s Survey," and that on the northern siue, 
",yright's fSurvpy." RO called after the original 
proprietors. The population of the town, accord
ing to the census of 1~8(), was ()[)9. It is now 
variously estimateu, ~.()OO being the highest. 
"\'r. I~. Hocker & Co. opened the first storp in the 
place ahout a 3ear befOl'e the town was laid ont, 
and the npxt Jear thiH firm was sHccep(kd by H. P. 
vValter", The ",anw year, 1S()9, T. C. Bearel and 
"\Villiam Goodrnlli, lluuer the firm namp of Beard ,-Y, 

Goodrum, opened a general stort" and in ] i-I70 
J. C. GOOl1rum joined tht'm, the firm becotll
illg changpcl to Goodruw Bros. & Beard. About 
a YNtl' later Beard rebred and the Goodrum broth 
pr~ continlwd the Im"inpsR until 1~~O. In 1 i-I70 

I. C. Hicks opened a general Rtore, and carried on 
a good trade Lmtil hiH death, two or three years 
latt'r. In 1~72 T. C. Beard 8mbarkel1 in business, 
continuing f->Oillfl four.) ears. Bpginning with] 571 
and laf->ting thre(~ or four ypur8, the1'8 was a great 
cleprpsyion in lllPrcantile circle"l. 'rhe price of 
cotton, lan(b and all 1"188 which the commOIl peo
pIp hao. to sell, droppet1 to such a low figurp that 
business for the tinle waR paralyze(l to a great 
extent. FollowiIlg this, upon recovery from the 
financial panic, newcomers pntered and established 
themselves in various business capacities, until 
the town began to grow more rapidly, and has had 
a steady, gradual and Sl1 bstantial development ever 
since. Best of a11, its interests are permanent, and 
of such a nature as insures prosperity and advance 
ment. 

Lonoke now contains the county buildings (else 
where described), a two story fl'ame, pight room 
school building, in which is taught a graded school; 
also a school house for the colored people; three 
churcheR Methodist, Baptist and Presbyterian
for the whitps, and two churches IHethodist and 
Baptist for the colored people; telegraph and 
express offices, PORt officE', a real estate awl abstract 
office, and the following mercantilE' honses, manu 
factories, etc,: One hank, ten general stores, six 
grocery stofes, threo drug stores, one hardware 
store, a harness and saddle store, two meat markets, 
three livery stables, two hotels, two boarding 
houses, a furniturE' storp, four blacksmith and 
wood shops, a passenger depot and a ~eparate 

freight depot, thrpe cotton gins with grist mills 
attached, two of them also having saw millR at 
tached, a boot and shoe shop, two millinery stores, 
a lumber yard, a weekly newspaper the Lonoke 
Weekly Democrat restaurants, feed stores, brick 
kilns, and other miscellaneous enterprises. Tlle 
town alfoo ineludes among its resirlent1:>, six physi 
('ian"!, RPvpn lawyer", Ilnill~rons mechanicR, a BIne 
Lodge amI Chapt8r of Free Ma~onA, and a lodgp 
paeh of Klligbb of Pythias and Knights of Honor. 

The Bank of Lonoke, recently incorporated, 
has a capital of $2~), 000; the following named al'e 
its officers: C. VV. England, president; W. H. 
McCrary. vice pre"iclent; L. S. Jospph, cashier. t 

'1 r 
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This institntion transacts a general banking busi 
ness on the most favorable terms consistent with 
prudence and safety. 

The Lonoke Weekly Democrat is now ill itH 
eighteenth volume, and is publishec1 hy Hon. 'V. 
F. Hicks. It is an eight-<,olullln folio HIld has for 
itH motto, "To tell the Truth, fear God. aml make 
money." Mr. Hicks drE'w thl-' act for the C'l'pation 
of Lonoke County, and has ever since been inti 
mately connected with its history. Thf' journal 
which he issues is conceded to he a leading paper 
of this portion of the State, his editorials and other 
articleF- lending tone and influence to the many 
homes into which it entE'J's. 

The principal shipment from Lonoke is cotton 
and cotton seed, but large quantities of baled hay 
and other commodities and some live stock arB 
annually exported. It is estimated that 10,000 
bales of cotton will be shippe(l this year. The 
town has a very pleasant location on levelland, its 
streets are of good width. with many neat and com
fortable residences, mostly the cottage sty Ie. hav
ing well kept lawns, affording an attractive appear
ance. There are no saloons here. and as a result 
law and order prevail. Lonoke if, incOTporated 
and has a full equipment of corporate officers. 

'Yal'd is a station on the St. Lo llis, Iron Mount
ain & Southern Railway, near the northern bound 
ary of the county. Large quantities of fruit are 
shipped from this point. 

Each of the towns mentioned as situated on the 
railroads have a post office, and in addition are the 
following named post offices in the county: Ash 
ville. Butlerville. Cobbs. Goodbar, Hamilton. Kens. 
Pettus, Tomberline, vVattensaw and Toltec. KelTS 
is a station on the Memphis & Little Rock Rail
road llear the west line of the county. 

'Villiam G. Adams, who wa~ the :"eventh ">on 
in a family of sixteen children, born to .John 'V. 
and Sarah J. (Duran) natives of Virginia and Ten 
nessee, respectively, is a prominent fanner and 
fruit grower of Caroline Township, Lonoke County. 
His father was born December 1, 1S09, and was at 
one time sheriff of Tipton County, Tenn. Helllov 

,... 

ing to Arkansas in 1852, he was one of the early 
settlers of this county. He afterward went to 
Texas and bought a farm. and returned home in 
1'i~O, expecting to move to that State, but died 
here in that year. His wife still survives him. and 
resides with a daughter. She was born July 1B, 
] ') 13. John 'V. Adams was postmaster for sev
eral years, and also kept a tavern, conducting in 
addition to it a Ilrug store in Pope County, Ark., 
for three yean.,. \Y illiaru G. waR born in Tipton 
County, Tenn., November 22. 1840, and was edu
cated in AUf-ltin College. of Austin. Lonoke County. 
At the age of twenty he enlisted in tbe Confeder 
ate service, in Company A, under Capt. Scott, of 
the Fir"it Battalion of Arkansas Cavalry, in which 
he served four years. He was in the battlef, of 
Pea Ridge, Corinth and Helena, where be was 
captured and carried to Alton, Ill., there being 
kept nine months. 'Vhile confined at Alton he had 
the smallpox and lost one of his eyes. He was 
then taken to Fort Delaware, being held a prisoner 
of war until the close of the struggle. after which 
he returned home and began farming for his father. 
December ]3, 1866, he was married at Opelousas, 
La., to his cousin, JUiss :Fannie Adams, who was 
born in Tipton County, Tenn., January 6, ] 8-P3, 
and who died June 20, 1887, leaving six childJ'en 
(five of whom are still living): Nora L., Albert 
(deceased), Roberta, William B., Fanny and Dud
ley G., all residing at home with their father. 
Mre. Adams was a member of thE' .l\IethodiRt 
Church, as are also three of her chilm.'en. Mr. 
Adams is a Democrat in politics. and has held the 
office of j nstice of the peace in tbis township for 
two years. serving in an acceptable manner. He 
has a fine farm of 1]0 acres of land, sixty acres 
under cultivation, with about BOO hearing apple 
treeR and a fine peach orchard, also a large fig 
trep which hears plentIfully. Besides these inter 
estt-i he owns a bouse and lot in Austin. He takps 
active part in all public improvPlllents, awl ednca 
tional matters. 

A. J. Aguew, was horn in Kentucky, in 18:-3n: 
and i8 the third in a faillily of six children which 
blessed the union of ,rilliam and Nancy (Dayis) 

Agnew. William Agnew came originally f!'Olll t 
~F 
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Scotland to Kentuck), when <]uite young, where 
he receivEHl his education and afterward marrieu. 
He was an expert cabinet maker, working prill 
cipally at lTnion Star, Ky. He served in the \Var 
of 1812, under GEln. J acksoll, and died ill 1~-W, 
his excellent wife surviving him aLout six Yf'ars. 
A. J. was educated in his native State, and there, 
like his father, Illet the lady who became hi8 wife, 
1\1iss .Martha Li VEIl'S, their marriagf:> occnrring on 
:1\Iay 16, 1861. rfhe same year :1\11'. Agnew entered 
the 'rwenty seventh Kentucky Volunteer Infantry, 
under Gen. Halleck, but was soon transferred to 
Gen. Nelson's command while on the battlefield 
of Shiloh. During his service in the State Guard 
he was wounded, losing one finger of the left 
hand. In 1'365 he was dischal'ged at Louisville, 
Ky., and immediately retluned home to resume 
aetively his former occupation of farming. Mr. 
ana :1\lrs. Agnew are the parents of ten children: 
.John R. (deceased), Eliza E. (Gardner), Sallie H .. 
Noah B., Lucy, Rubin, Birdie. Blanch and Beulah, 
Mr. Agnew has a fine farm, which, though not so 
extensive as some, yields larger returns than many 
of greater proportions, as it is carefully cultivated. 
He is a member of the \Yh8el, in which he has 
heW the officf' of president, and has also served as 
justice of the peace for two terms. He takes de 
cided interest in political affairs, and exerts no 
little influence in Lonoke Oounty regarding poli 
tics. Mr. and :1\Jrs. Agnew and famil) are consist 
ent members of thf' :1\Iethodist Episcopal Church. 

Dr. \Y. J. D. Alexan<lpr, !'flal estate dealer, 
loan agent and notary public of Oarlisle, was born 
in Fayette Uounty, Tenn., in the year ] 83G, be
ing a son of Silas and Mary (Kennedy) Alexan 
del', natives of North Oarolina and Tennessee, re
spectively. The paternal grandfathpr was Daniel 
Alexander, of Ireland nativity, and of Scotch-Irish 
llescent, who came to the U nitell Htates over ] 00 
yean'! ago, and settled in the Carolinas. where he 
followed farming and blackO:lmithing. ThE' mater
nal granc1fat,hel' was John Kennedy, who settled 
in Micltlle Tennessee when that territor} was 
called the "Kentucky Purchase." f:;ilas Alexan
uer. the father of our subject, was a blacksmith 
by trade. Tennessee became his home when he 

was a young man, and there hI" was married. re
maining until 18J~, when he moved to the State 
of Texas and engaged in farming. This coutinued 
to be hiR pla(,8 of re.,idencp until hi'3 deatb~ which 
OCCUlTed in 186U at the age of seventy three years. 
Mr. and Mrs. Alexallder w(:,l'e members of the 
IHethodist Episcopal Church. The latter died in 
Fort Smith, Ark.. in 1~IU, at the age of seventy 
five years. rfhey were the parents of twelve chil 
dren, ten boys and two girls, seven of the boyf, 
serving in the Confederate army, foul' laying 
down their lives as a result of civil strife; four 
sons only survive: Joseph H. (who lives in the 
Indian Territory, and is a farmer and miller Ly 
occupation), Thomas C. (in Texas, and a lawyer 
by profession), Lin C. (also a lawyer of \\'aco, 
Tex., having served two terms as judge of the dis
trict) and Dr. Alexander. The latter was reared 
principally on a farm in Smith County, Tex., 
where he commenced the study of medicine in 
1857. Later he attended the Nashville Medical 
College (now known as Vanderbilt), and subse
quently went to Denton County, Tex., wherf' he 
entered upon the practice of his profession. After 
having resided at Stephenville, Tex., he located in 
Meridian, there remaining until the breaking out 
of the war, when he enlisted in the Thirty seventh 
Texas Cavalry, and was elected fil'st lieutenant, in 
which capacity he served for about a year. Upon 
the reorganization of the regiment he was elected 
captain, and afterward major, so C'ontinuing until 
thE' closE' of the war. After the cessation of hos
tilities Dr. Alexander removed to :Thlaury Oounty, 
Tenn., where he remained ahout nine months. In 
1866, induced by the attractions Arkansas offered 
to COlile here, he located in Prairie County, where 
he practiced until 18T~, going thence to Grand 
Prairie, before Oarlisle was thought of. Since 
coming to Carlisle he has been actively engaged in 
practiC'ing, farming and in real-estate business, and 
was commissioned notary in 1~~3. In professional 
and business circles his reputation is thoroughly 
established, and he enjoys the esteem of many ac
quaintances. Dr. Alexand81' was married in 18G\) 
in Texas, to l\Iiss Fannie Conner, a native of t 
Tennessee, but reared in Texas. They are the 
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parents of two sons: Lin and ,Yill. Dr. Alexander who died in ] srm, leaving SIX children. four now 
is a member of the A. F. &, A. M. He i'3 a stock living. In 1871 1\11'. Allen married Mrs. 1\lary J. 
holder in the Carlisle Publishing Compauy, and is Cleaves, a nativE' of Tpnnessee. A singular coin 
j Llstly considered one of the leading men of the cidence that might here be mentioned is that he 
place. ruarrif'u both wives at the same house. 1\1r. Allen 

Lodawick Allen. a representatiye citizen of Lo came to Arkansas in IS80 and located in Lonoke 
noke County, is a son of Alexnnder and Margaret County. wllPre he rented for the first year, after 
(Fry) Allen. and was horn in Bibb County, Ala., wanl purchasing his present place of 360 acres on 
December 5, ] '-122. Alexander Allen was a native Section 10, Lonoke Township. There are 130 
of South Oarolina, and his wife of Georgia. acres of his farm in a high state of cultivation, all 
About the year 1814 they moved to Alabama. be the rpsult of hifl own labors. In politics he has 
ng among the first settlers in that State, as they ever heen a Democrat, casting bis first vote in 
also were of Mississippi, to which locality they em 1844 for JameR K. Polk for presiilent. With his 
igrated in 18313. Their next move was to Texas, . wife he is a member of the Concord Methodist 
where Mr. Allen died in 1852 at the age of s'ixty Episcopal Church. He is of Scotch and Irish ex
five. His wife returned to Mississippi and sur traction and possesses the traits of those people of 
vived her husband some twenty·two years. ShE' industry and integdty, and in every sense of the 
was a life long member of the Baptist Church, word he is a self made man. 
and her death, which occurred in her eightieth Grandison Appl(', a substantial farmer of La 
year, was mourned by all who knew her. Loda· noke County, has a farm of over 1,000 acres, ] 50 
wick receivE'd only such meager advantages for of which are under cultivation. Born in Gilford 
schooling as were afforded in his boyhood days. County, N. C., September 16, 18:3], he was the 
He accompanied his parents to 1\1ississippi in ] 8BG, son of Peter and Rebecca (Harris) Apple, natives 
befure the Indians had been removed from the of North Carolina and Virginia, respectively, The 
country, and grew to manhood with the savage father was born in ] 796 and died in 1850, and the 
youths as his playmates, learning their dialect mother, whose birth occurred in 1799, dieu. in this 
quite thoroughly. Subsequently he assisted in State in ]855. They were the parents of nine 
their removal, and spent several weeks in taking children, two of whom only are now living: 1\1. G. 
them to 1\1emphis. l\Ir. Allen began life on his (a resident of this county) and Grandison (the 
own account in 184J as a farmer, following this principal of this article). The latter was reared in 
vocation in La Fayette County for forty four years. NOTth Carolina, receiving an education in the com
In 1862 he enlisted in Company I, Forty-second mon schoolE of his county. U pan becoming of 
Regiment Mississippi Volunteer Infantry. and par· age he started in life for himself in farming and 
ticipated in the battles of the 'Yilderness, Gettys trading, and was married in 1R()O to Miss Caroline 
burg, Six Days' fight at Spottsylvania, and was Seens, a native of Tennessee, but who died the 
present at the battle of PetE'rsbul'g when the foame year. His second matriage was in 1866, to 
lines were broken. He was also present at the Miss Frances C. Donnell, who died the following 
battle of SpottsylvaniaCourt House, and at the sur year, leaving one chilu, FrancE'S A. (now wife of 
render at Appomattox. In onf' day's fight he re H. L. Britton, of tbis county.) Mr. Apple's third 
ceived thirteen bullet holes in his clothing. but wife was N aney Jones, to whom be was unitE-d 
was never the victim of anything more serious than J nl)' 12. 186S. She liyed nine years, and became 
flesh wounds. He was a sharpshooter in the rifle the mother of three children, two of whom survive: 
pits, and with all his daring and dangerous ex ,rilliam J. and Samuel A. 1\1is5 1\1artha J. Pier. 
ploits was never once taken prisoner. The year son, his last and fourth wife (who is still living). 
1845 witnessed his marriage with ~Iiss Emi]y C. was born in Georgia, in 1'3-1-:3, their marriage

j Simmons. a native of Lauderdale County, Ala., being consummated September lb, 187'>_ They t 
~~ ~-WF 
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have had one cbilo., now deceased. 1\11'. Apple 
moved from North Oarolina to H8nry Connty, 
Tenn., in 1~51, and in 1S5t) pmigrated to this 
connt)', of which hp was one of the early sE'ttlen,. 
In 18f32 he enlisted in Company I. Twenty. fifth 
Arkansas Infantry, and served nllti1 tlw clost' of 
thE' war, receiviIlg a I-1hot jn thi" 1i"ft haJ1Il whi('h 
badly crippled him. After the war was OVE'f he 
returned to his farm, which hf:' fonnd in an il1lpov 
erishpd condition, bnt it was soon in good condition 
again. 1\Ir. Apple belongs to the :Masouic ordeT. 
He ano. wife are members of the Misfiionary Bar 
tist Church, and belong to Cypress Valley congre 
gation, which at thp time he joined had about five 
member">, and now is composed of over forty. He 
gives the most of hi"> attention to raising fine 
stock, though fruit, berries, grapE's, E'tc., are grown. 
I\h. Apple is a strong Democrat and a highly re 
spected citizen of Caroline Township. 

\Y illiam Bal-kerville was born in England, De 
cPlllbel' 13, 1 S28. His paTents died when he was 
one year oIU and he was brought to this country, 
when abont nille years of age, by Joseph Stubbs 
(by whom he was reared), who came to this coun
try in 1838. being one of the first settlers. l\1r. 
Baskerville lived with 1\fr. Stubbs until twenty five 
years of age, when he was married to 1\1ary E. 
Landreth,·a native of Tennessee, born 1\Iarcb 30, 
1838. Tbey are the parents of nine chil(lren, five 
of whom are still living: Hally R. (the wife of 
Theodore Brockinton), vVilliam F. (now a physi 
cian of hie;" county, ,\ bo graduated at the Tulane 
University, or New OrleaIl~. as M. D.). Pleasant 
F., Jnlian U. and 8alpy ,r. Mr. and 1\IrR. BtnbbR 
are both dead and l\Ir. Baskerville now lives on 
thp rarm owned b) the former. In lS62 he en 
listed in the Confederatp service in Company K, 
of Glen's Regiment, in which hp sprved two years, 
taking part in the battle~ of Helpna, Prairie Grove 
and a numlwr of otllP!' noted engagements. He 
is a Royal Arch l\Iason. 1\1rR. Ba<;kervilll' al::.o 
took thp daughter's degree in the year 18t)7. 1\11'. 
Ba~kerville is a member of the Methodi"t Epi~ 
coral Church, South, and his wife beloDgf'; to 
thp ChriF>tian Chul'ch. When he lir~t came to 
thi'3 couutry, thp nearp'lt hOllse to him was f:Jix 
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mileh sonth and thp nearest on tllP north was 
eighteen miles distant. It was no uncommon oc
cnrrence to go ten milf'>s to a hOllfH:\ raising or a 
log rolling. 1\lr. BaRkervj}le wah a great hunter 
in his youllger days and used to kill bear, deer 
awl tnr];;:ey for the market, Oftl-'Il killing from ten 
to tifteen dper a aa~T. He j", a strong Democr<1t. 

rI. F. Bayne, of the firm of Baynp Brothers. 
fanners and merchants of Lafayett8 'Township, 
was horn in Shelb) County, Tenn., November ]2, 
1~3\ and is the Ron of \Y. D. and Emily (Buch) 
Bayne, who were natives of Bedford County, Va., 
and North Carolina, respecti vely. The former 
was born NovelLber 7, 181:3, bnt when quite young 
removed to Tennessee, and aftE'l'warc1 to Kentncky. 
He carried on fm'ming R"tlccessfully for three years 
in Shelby County, and in 1869 moved to Arhansas. 
locating in Prairie County. though by a division in 
boundary lines, he was placed in Pulaski, aod suh 
sequently by a similar change left in Lonoke 
County. Not many men can claim the expf'rience 
of residing in three different coulltif's, while living 
upon the samf' farm. His original purchasp was 
cleared and improved, until now it is not to be 
excelled anywhere. For several years I\Ir. Ea) ne 
has been living with his sons on the farm in La
fayette Township. The firm of Bayne Brothers 
purchased a farm in Pettis Township, in which 
there are now about] 50 acres improved, and of the 
home place, 300 aeI'es are open land, all rich bot· 
torn soil. The home residence is an attractive 
bnilding, besideR which good outbuilding!:) and a 
gin form desirable featurps. They now own over 
900 acres of land in two tracts. 1\11'. Bayne bas 
served as magistrate one term in Pettis Township, 
and is a man of no little influence in his county. 
The success he has achieve-a is certainly deserved. 

Capt. D. 'V. Bizzell. Among the many who 
have grown up from childhood in this f:)tate and 
risrn from very moderate circumstances to a life of 
independence and influence, is tlw subject of this 
sketch, Capt. David 'Y. Bizzell. Born in Nash 
Connty, N. 0., on .!\Iay 5, 183~, he was the son of 
David E. Bizzell, a native of the same State, who 
was educated and apprenticed to learn the carpen 
ter' 6 trade in the vicinity of his biTthplacp. He t 
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was married after reaching manhood to "l\Iil1auie 
vVinburne, a native of North Carolina, aDd in 
18--tD moved to Arkansas, settling in Conway 
County, though he afterward resided in several 
adjoining counties. He died in Boone County, in 
1gcm, at the age of seventy six years, h1R 'wife 
dying in ] 8f)(). David 'Y. Bizzell caUle to this 
State with hi-; parents at the age of twelvE' years, 
and received a good education in the common 
schools and at Fayetteville College. At the ('om 
mencement of the Civil "\Yar, in 18fi1, he was 
among the fiTst of the State troops to enlist in the 
Southern cause, and participated in the battle of 
Oak HilL 1\10., on August 10 in that year. At the 
Teorganization of the western b'oops, early in 18G2, 
Mr. BiLzell was elected first lif'utenant and after 
ward pl'Omoted to be captain of Company I, Third 
Regiment Arkansas Cavalry. which was actively 
engaged with the other cavalry of the Department 
of Tennessee (Johnson's army) until the close of 
the war. Capt. Bizzell was a brave and efficient 
officer, ever ready to go forward and lead bis men 
where duty called. The close of the war in 11)65 
found him in South Carolina, where in September 
of that year he married lVII's. Sallie E. Gal'l'ison, a 
native of that State and daughter of Charles J. 
Garrison. a prominent citizen of Greenville District. 
S. C. In the fall of 1560 Capt. Bizzell moved back 
to Arkansas and located in Lonoke Connty, where 
he bought a piece of land, near where he now Jives. 
.He stal'ted in life with comparatively nothing, bnt 
has by energy, industry and good manag'ement 
acquired considerable property. He moved upon 
his present farm in 1'373. This is a fine place of 
120 acres, with a large portion in a high state of 
cultivation, otherwise imlJroved by a good frame 
house, ontbuildings, etc. Capt. Bizzell also owns 
beveral other tracts of land, all more or less im ' 
proved, and he is considered one of the substan 
tial as well as one of the most public spirited men 
of the township. All the property he now pos 
sesses was made from the procIucts of his farm and 
not from specnlation. He is a man of excellent 
qualities, and has never acquired the habit of us 
ing tobacco nor intoxicating liquor, his high moral 
character receiving the universal approbation and 

sincere e'3teem of his neighbors. He has held the 
office of commissioner of accounts and was ap 
pointed by the Governor a member of the board of 
equalization, also serving in other local positions. 
The Captain and wife have two sons, both yOUDg 
lllen: Charles F. (a graduate of Batesville College, 
and who if, now taking a commercial course at 

Little Hock) aDd Marzavim '''. (who is helping 
hi" father on the farm. ) Capt. Bizzell and family 
are members of the Sylvania Old School Presbyte
rian Church. He is also a 1\lason, to which order 
he has belonged since 186;), holding the office of 
Past Master. 

Col. Isaac D. Booe, justly prominent in the 
affairs of this community, was born in Rowan 
County, N. C., in 1822, and was a son of John 
and Elizabeth (Cheshire) Booe, also natives of 
North Carolina. where they lived and died. In 
this family ",ere five childrpn, thrp8 of whom are 
living: Philip (in Alabama), John C. (lives near 
the old homestead) and Isaac D (the principal of 
this article.) The paternal grandfather of Isaac 
D. was a native of North Carolina and h18 wife of 
1\laryland. They lived to an advanced age. The 
father of IsaaC' died when he was a small boy, and 
he was then bound ant to a family by the name of 
Sainer, with whom he remained until their removal 
to Tennessee, in 1833. At the age of twenty he 
was married to Jnlia A. Anderson, originally of 
Alabama. and wuo died in 1861. After his mar
riDge Mr. Booe went to Hardeman County, Tenn., 
and was engaged in agricultural pursuits for five 
years, afterward settling in the State of 1\lissis 
sippi, wh8re he remained for ten years. In 1859, 
moving to Arkansas, he settled in Prairie County, 
where he liyed until aftpr the war. He enlisted in 
the Confederate army in the latter part of the civil 
strife, and was with Gen. Price in his raid through 
1\Iissonri. Kansas and Indian Territory. being taken 
prisoner six months before the war closed and con 
fined at Little Rock, where he was at the time of 
the sUlTender. He then returned home and soon 
after moved to the farm on which be still lives. 
1\lr. Booe held the office of sergeant in Fagan' 8 

Corps, and was a colonel of the State l\Iilitia while 
in Tennessee, and major of a militia organization 
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formed. before the war. He has held the offiC'f\ of 
justice of the peace of this town:-,hip, Rnd repre
sented his county in the legislature in 187-1- and 
1873, also in 1tlS7 and 11.,K8. He was elf'ctpd for 
his last term on the County ~Wheel ticket. Ah a 
public servant Col. Booe'" CRref'r haH lwen all that 
conld bp desired, and in tllp position to which hp 
has been called he has aC(luitted himf:>elf with 
credit. His second marriage was in lb(t} to Mary 
F. Steel, a native of Alabama. She was the daugh
ter of James Steel, a soldier in the War of 1812, 
who took part in the fawom; battlp of New Orleans. 
Col. Booe is t b 8 father of Hix children by his first 
wife, two of whom only are living: \Yilliam \Y. 
(was captured during the war and f-oent to Rich
mond for exchange, but has never been heard of 
since), Mary L. (deceased), Anna E. (deceaspd), 
James J. (deceased), Le Roy and Julia Ann. Four 
children were born of the la:-,t union, three of 
whom arf' living: Amander B., Catharine E., 
John I. and Georgf' (who is deceased). The 
Colonel and wife are members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South. He is also a member 
of the A. F. & A. 1\1. and belongs to the lodge at 
\Valter Chapel, Prairie County. He was appointed 
postmaster of 'Valter Chapel in 197G, and the post
office is kE'pt at his residE'nce by his daughtE'l'. 

J ames Charle~ Boyd, attornE'y and notary pub 
lie, of Cabot, whose associaLion with tllf' varions 
affairs of Lonoke County ha" provE'n of matE'rial 
benefit awl infiuE'nce, was born in South Carolina, 
February 1~, 1S39, thE' son of J amps Washington 
aml Dorcas Loni~a (Broom) Boyd, both natives of 
South Carolina. .James \V ashington Boyd was 
born March 27, 1 q 17; his fathE'r, Re11 ben Boyd, 
originally from Ireland, was married aftE'r he came 
to this country, his (Bnebpn'f,) wifE' also being a 
nativE' of Irelanc1. ,r. W. Boyd movE'u from his 
nativp State in 1851, and settled in Eastem Ten
nE'RSE'P, going later to it"! wE'stern part, and in 1Sf)7 
to Arkansas, bett1ing in what is now Lonoke Coun
ty, where he held the office of justice of the peace 
f~r sevE'ral years. His wife was born in ] Q20, and 
cliE'cl i u 1S7G, hpr husband RUI'viving hE'I' five years. 
ThE'y werE' the parE'nts of pight chilc.lre-n, five of 
whom are still living. Mrs. Boyel was of Scotch 

descE'nt, her grandparents having spttleu in thiR 
conntry from Scotlanu. JnmE's C. Boyd recE'ived 
the greater part of his edu('ation in the C0mmon 
schools of TemlessE'(,>, whpre hE' closely applied him 
self in the improvem('>nt of thE' privil('>ges OffE'l'('>(l 
SllhspQlwntly h('> was jnsticE' of thE' pE'ace for six
teell yE'ars, a[Jd having his offic(-' with Mr. T. E. 
Hendrichs, a l('>gal practitioIlPr of Cabot, elltpred 
npon thE' study of law, In 1t,()1 .Mr. Boyd enlisted 
in Company B. of the Twelfth TennE'ssee Cavalry, 
in which he served throughout th('> war, first af') 
a private and afterward as orderly-sergeant. He 
was in thE' battlE'S of Harrisburg, Yazoo and a 
number of othE'l's, thirteE'n in all, and during this 
time recE'ived two bullet wounds. He was married 
December 22, 1858, to Miss Minerva Jane Fanner. 
whose birth OCCUlTed in 'Western TennessE'E', No
vember 20, 1842. She diE'd DecembE'r 26, 1867, 
leaving five cbildren, fonr of whom arE' still living: 
Elizabeth (wife of Benjamin F. Hurd), James J., 
lUilrod J. (wife of A. ",V. Fletcher) and Mary M. 
(wife of G. R. Barrantiue.) Mr. Boyd was mar
ried the second time on January G, 1869, to Eliza
beth Jane Scott, a native of Newberry County, 
S. C., born J nne 3, 18-1-2. She survived until 
MaTch 7, 1880, having become the mother of nine 
children, only onE' of whom is living, 'William A. 
Mr. Boyd is now living with his third wife, an 
E'Atimable lady and one held in high E'steem. He 
owns a farm of 4-75 acres, sixty five acres being 
under cultivation. He is a member of the Masonic 
order, and belongs to Cabot Lodge No. 31G, which 
he has l'Ppresented in the Grand Lodge at different 
times. He is also a member of the Knights of 
Honor. Though formerly connected with the Bap
tist Church for about thirty years, he is now a 
member of the Christian Church, his wife bE'long 
ing to the Cumberland. PrefibyteI'ian Church. Mr. 
Boyd is onE' of the prominent lawyers of Cabot, 
and enjoys a Iuerati v~ practicE', the l'E'sult of a love 
for the profession and attention to its variell de 
tails. He is alDo proprietor of the w('>ll known 
hotel at this place. 

HE'nry L. Boyd owes his nativity to Christian 
County, Ky., whE're he was born in 1841, lwing a 
son of Moses and Lettie L. (Ba"kley) Boyd, natives t 
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of North Cal'olina, who moved to Kentucky in 
1836 and in 183V to Arkansas, locating in Browns 
vjlle, then the county seat of Prairie County. 
There they lived until their death. Hem'y L. 
Boyd's maternal grandfather served in the 'Val' of 
1812, and was of Irish descent. He dieu in 18Gg, 
at thp age of ninety two. l\loses Boyd waf:> the 
rather of fourteen cLiluren, nine of ,,,hom lived to 
maturity, and of these six are still living. Six of 
the sons served in the late war. Henry L. enlisted 
in the Confederate army, ill 1861, in Company C, 
of the Second Arkansas Mounted Rifiemen, and 
remained in service until the close of the war, l'e~ 

ceiving a wound through the neck, in the battle 
of Murfreesboro, by a ball entering below the 
throat and coming out at the back of the neck. 
He was taken to North Carolina, where, after be 
ing treated. he again joined his regiment as soon 
as he was able to do so. At the hattIe of Franklin 
he was knocked down by the explosion of a shell, 
thongh not injured. Mr. Boyd was in some of the 
most prominent battles of the war. He was pa~ 
roletl at Greenville, N. C., soon after the battle of 
Richmond, followmg which he returned to Browns~ 
ville, Ark., where he engaged in farming, and aft~ 
erward in clerking in a general store, for seveeRI 
years. In] S68 he moved to a farm near Carlisle, 
and in 11)82 settled upon the farm on which he 
still resiues. 1\lr. Boyd was first married to Eliz 
abeth J. Dedmon, who died October 28, 1868, 
leaving one child, Bobbie Lee. He was suhse
quently married to his present wife, Mrs. Laura S. 
Perceful (nee Gray), who was born in North Caro 
lina. h(:>r parents moving to Arkansas when she 
was two years old. Her father died in 1866. J\h. 
and 1\lrs. Boyd are the parents of three children: 
Richie L., Laura L. and Susie B. 1\1rs. Boyd is 
a member of the Presbyterian Church, to whirh 
Mr. Boyd's father also belonged, having acted as 
an elder when only eighteen years old. 

j 

D. VV. Boyte is a son of ,Yilliam H. and Louisa 
(\rard) Boyte, natives of Tennessee and 1\Iissis 
sippi, respectively, his birth occurring in 1\Iissis 
sippi October 8, 1855. The former was a pioneer 
in J\IississiVpi, and when D. ,Yo was two year~ old 
moved to Louisiana, residing there the remaiuder 

of his life. III 1SGU the subject of this sketch 
came with his mother to Arkansas, and settled ill 
Faulkner Connty, where she died. in 1872, aged 
forty six years. D. ,Yo Boyte wa" the third in a 
family of five children, and at the age of seventeen 
he began life for himself as a farmer. In IS/0, 
coming to Lonoke County, he located in Rich 
woods, and in 1S81 he settled in Lonoke Township. 
He was married to Mrs. S. J. A. Sample, a native 
of Tennessee, who, at the age of four year", was 
taken by her paretlt~, John and Susan Long. to 
Missouri. In 1~G'::l she was married to R. R. Sam 
pIe, and after his death came to Lonoke County, 
on a visit to relatives, in November, IS80. Mrs. 
Boyte is a member of the COllcord 1\IethoJist Epis 
copal Church, and is very active in church affairs, 
and in everything w he1'8 a woman's work is need 
ed. 1\11'. Boyte is a Democrat in politics, and a 
member of the school board in district No. 35. 
They are numbered among the county's worthy 
citizens. 

Hon. John H. Bradforu, not unknown as an 
agriculturist of this county, was born in J ack~ 
SOll County, Ga., July 31, ISIS, and is one of six 
children in the family of James S. anll .Mary A. 
(Cook) Bradford, natives of North Carolina and 
Georgia. James S., the son of George and :l\Iary 
Bradford, vms taken to Georgia when only two 
years olll, where he grew up and received his edu 
cation. George Bradford sel'Ved in the ,rar of the 
Revolution, and his wife, who survived him a good 
many years, was ninety eight years old at the time 
of her death. To them were born seven sons, all 
of whom lived to be grown, and SOIDe served in 
the ,Yar of 1812. The father of John H. (tbe 
subject of the sketch) was the youngest son, he 
spending his school days in Georgia, where he was 
married in 1RIG, 10 1\1i% 1\1ary Cook. Taking his 
family to the Cherokee Nation ill Georgia in 183~), 
he relllained there ulltil his death, which occurred 
in 1"i80. he being at that time in his eighty fourth 
year. His wife sUl'Yived him about two years, 
dying in her eighty ~ixth year. He seryed in the 
,Yar of 1812, and was a hatter by trade. John 
H., the ol<lest of the SOllS, attained his majority in 
Georgia, receiving his educatioll mostly at home. t 
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He worked in the shop with his father when a boy, 
and when old enough commenced for himself, 
choosing farming as his occupation. Upon marry 
ing he settled near his father, where he remained 
until 1833, then coming to Arkansas, and locating 
in the neighborhood where he has since lived. At 
th(1 time of the war he sold a large amount of 
land, receiving cash in part payment, but after
ward waR obliged to take the remainder of the 
property back, not being able to realize upon it. 
His family were heavy losers froUl the war, in 
which he served, being a soWier in Capt. King's 
company for about one year: hert', however, he 
contracted camp fever, which so affected him that 
he has never entirely recovered his health. In 
1874 75, Mr. BradfOl'd, by reason of his eminent 
fitness for the position, waR called upon to repre 
se-nt Lonoke Oounty in the lower house of the legis 
lature, and since that time he has held the office 
of justice of the peace a greater pOl'tion of the 
time, in which office he is now serving. His pub 
lic life is without a blemish. Mr. Bradford waR 
first married in January, 18-H, to Miss Annie 
ButlN, a daughter of Daniel and Annie Butler, 
natives of Georgia. She died in 1854, leaving 
five children, one of whom a daughter, Alice J., 
was drowned in the Red River. Van Buren County, 
in 1889, with six of her children. This was one of 
the fladdest accidents that has ever occurred in the 
State, the husband and two of the children escap 
ing almost by a miracle. All the victims of this 
occurrence were laid in one grave. James D. was 
drowned in the Potomac River in 1~(m, having 
served as a soldier upward of two years, when he 
met his terrible death with fifteen more of his 
company. Those of the cbilJren living are: 
,Joseph (a minister in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Houth), henry T. and Frall(~ef, 8. Brad 
ford. Mr. Bratlforcl was married in 18;)3 to l\Iiss 
Millie A. Allen, and to them were born two chil 
dren (one now deceased). l\Irs. Bradford survived 
until March. 1859. His third wife was Arena S. 
Allen, a sister of the former wife. Mrs. Bradford 
was called to her final home in 188-+, leaving a 
loving h uRband and five children to mourn her 
loss. The children are named in the order of 

their birth: Elizabeth A. F., 8ylvia G., George 
LeE'> 1\'[aggie E. and Mathew E. Bradford. Mr. 
Bradford is a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. South, bnt wa"J for many years, or until 
1888, connected with the- Baptist Church. His 
family are all devout members of the 1\Iethodist 
Episcopal Church, Sonth. In politics he is a 
Democrat, though not an enthusiast. He is a 
Royal Arch Mason, and one of those gentlemen 
who make friends wherever they go. He is uni 
versally liked and respected by the entire COlll 

munity. 
Henry Taylor Bradford, a farmer of Grey 

Township, Lonoke Connty, was born in Cherokep 
County, Ga., November 23, 18-+8, his parents be 
ing J obn Hamilton and Anna (Butler) Bradford. 
[See preceding sketch. ] . The fatber was born in 
Georgia in ] 81 S, and is now living in this county 
on a farm. He came to this State in 1853, and 
one time was representative from Lonoke County 
to the State legislature. also serving in various 
other capacities. He was a son of James BraJford 
and wife. of English and Irish origin, respectively. 
J ames Bradford served in the \Yar of 1812. Mrs. 
John Bradford was born in Georgia, and died in 
this county about 1834, leaving a family of five 
children, three now living. Henry Taylor Brad 
ford, a worthy sou of an honored father, was the 
third child. He was reare<1 and educated in the 
common schools of this county, and in 18o() mar
ried Miss Martha \Vilson, who was born in Arkan 
sas in 1830. By this union there was a family of 
nine children, Sf'ven of whom are now Ii Ying: 
Anna, John, Robert, King, Edward. Blanche and 
Claude. 1H1'. Bradford bas resided in this vicinity 
for fifteen years, occnpied principally in tilling the 
soiL He owns at this time ahout GOO acres of 
land, with 150 under cultivation. During the war 
he fierved two years in the Uonfederate army. Be 
coming a Mason in 1872, he now belongs to Jacinto 
Lodge No. 216, and is a Master Mason. He has 
also represented his lodge in the Grand Lodge 
several times. As justice of the peace he haH 
served his township for about eight years in an ac
ceptablp manner. In 1888 he was Ellected from 
this county to the State legislature, which position t 
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he is filling at the present time. His efforts to 
serve the best interests of those whose welfare he 
represents is sincerely appreciated, and he is add 
ing substantially to his former admirable reputa. 
tion. In politics he is a Democrat, he having cast 
his first vOLe for prer-ident for Horace Greeley. 
Both be and his wife are members of the Baptist 
Church. Mr. Bradford is a citizen of decided in 
fiuence, strongly -;upporting all public enterprises, 
and advocating needed public reform. 

N. A. Brewer, prominently identifipd with the 
material inten"sts of Lonoke County as planter, is 
a native of Chatham County, N. C., where he was 
born October 12, ]831, being the son of 'Yilson 
Brewer, also of North Carolina origin, born Oc 
tober 13, 1801. Hel'e the latter was educated and 
grew to manhooc1, when he married Amy Mortain, 
daughter of Adam and Rebecca 1\lortain, To his 
marriage was born a family of twelve children. 
The father of Wilson Brewer was also a North 
Oarolinian by birth, there being educated and mar
ried, He becamp the father of nine children. 
,yilson Brewer was a hatter by trade, Both he 
and his wife were members of the Methodist 
Ohurch, she dying in ] 860. rrwo years later Mr. 
Brewer married Elizabeth Clark. Upon leaving 
Georgia, be moved to Tennessee in 1869, where he 
dIed in 1879. The next year the good wife fol 
lowed her husband. The principal in this sketch 
receivpd his education in Georgia, and in 1853 
came to Arkansas, settling in Goodrum Township, 
Lonoke Oounty. Here he married Scm'abo Fur
low, January 1, 155/, becoming the father of four 
children: Thoma8 'V. , John H., J allles H, and 
Nicholas A. MrR. Brewer departed this life in 
18(H. In July of the following year, he was mar· 
riec1. to Artemus (Furlow) Fllrg8son. By this mar
riage there was born a family of five children: 
Florence E., Serby A., Mary 0., J effersou J. and 
Oscar J. Mr. Brewer was again left a widower 
June ], 1SS9. He is a very successful farmer, 
owning a farm of about 220 acres, with sixty under 
cultivation. Hf' hafl held a memb8l'ship in the 
'Wheel, serving two years as tn'lasnrer of the order. 
besides which he has been school director. During 
the war he enlisted in the Confederate army, be 

coming a melllber of Compauy K, Fagall't-; bri
gaele, under Gen. Hindman. His first fight of 
importance was at Oane Hill. He was cartureel 
at Helena in ] 863, and was heM a prisoner till the 
close bf the war. At present he is a deacon in the 
Pleasant Hill Baptist Ohurch, and a consistent 
Christian. 

James 'Y. Brewer dest'rves mention as one of 
the younger planters of Lonoke County. He was 
born ill Georgia, April 10, F55<S, His father, 
John A. Brewer, first saw the light of day in North 
Carolina, April /, 1833. Receiving his education 
in Georgia he was married there, April ~. 183/, to 
Martha E. Bradford, whose birth occurred in that 
State, April 2, 1834. By this union there was a 
family of four childrf'n: James 'V., David H. 
(born October 20, IS60, died November 8, ]887), 
Francis N. (born June 11, 18(58) and John F. 
(born December 2fJ, 18/-1:). 1\11'. Brewer was a 
farmer by occupation. He moved from Gt>orgia to 
Arkansas in 1869, and located in Lonoke County. 
He was a Master l\1ason in the Masonic order. 
Enlisting in the Confederate army, in 1861, he 
served faithfully and patriotically, receiving a 
wound in the right hand from the effects of which 
he was never relieved. His death occurred on 
November ] g, IS87. His wife is still living on 
the old homestead. J ame-; 'V. Brewer was reared 
and educated in Arkansas, and on Decembel' 7, 
1880, was married to 1\Iary 'Y. Furlow, daughter 
of Thomas and Maria Furlow. Three children 
were born to this union: Mary Blanche (born on 
December U. 188], and died October 1, 1884), 
James T. (born March 30, 158-4-) and Grover T. 
(born October 11, 1888.) ]\11'. Brewer is the 
owner of eighty acres of splendid land, thirty in cuI 
tivation. His farm is well stocked and equipped. 

Dr. S. J. Brietz. Among the medical frater
nity of Lonoke County no name is more favorably 
known than that of Dr. :So J. Brietz. He was 
born in North Carolina, in Novelll~er, 1~4/, and is 
one of four cbildren resulting from the union of L. 
R. a11d Sophia (Blum) Brietz. The former was 
also a native of North Carolina where his birth 
occurred, in 1812, and where he was educated. 
married and died in 1~/9. He 'va~ an eXlwrt cab 
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ine maker by occupation, and was respected and 
esteemed by all who knew him. His excellent 
wife survives him, and is now living with a daugh
ter in Salem, N. C. ~. J., the l'lubject of this 
sketch, was given liberal advantages for schobling, 
and afteI' finishing the course in the common 
schools he entered the university at Pennsylvania, 
graduating in the clasl'i of 1S68. He then came to 
Arkansas, and located in Lonoke County, where he 
met and married Miss Emma McPeak, a lady of 
Scotch descent, 'Their marriage was solemnized 
February 6, lS84, and to them have been born two 
children: Caroline S. and Bertha. Dr. Brietz also 
manages a farm in connection with his practice, 
owning about 160 acres of excellent land, with 
tWE'nty five acres under cultivation. He has hE'ld 
the office of justice of the peace for four terms, 
and is recognized as one of the popular and influ 
ential citizens of Lonoke County. The Doctor 
and his wife belong to the l\Iethodist Episcopal 
Church, and to all enterprises of a worthy character 
are liberal contributors, 

Henry Brown, the present popular and efficient 
treaS11rer of Lonoke County, is a native of l\Iissis 
sippi, and was born in Itawamba Connty in ] 841. 
His boyhood days were passed th81'e, receiving 
such advantages for schooling as were obtainable 
in his youth, and March 27, 180l, when but nine
teen years of age, he enlisted in Company B, 
Tenth Mississippi Regiment. In 1862 this reg 
iment was reorganized as Company C, Tenth 
Mississippi. where he was commistiioned as secoml 
sergeant, and in ] 'S03 commissioned as Renior 
second lieutenant. He participated in th8 Battles 
of Shiloh, l\Inmfonlsville, Murfreesboro, Chicka 
maugua, and in the entire Georgia campaign. 
On August 31, Ih64, at the hattIe of ,Jonesboro, 
he was spverely wounded in the left ,:l,'Ti"lt, which 
hac:.; crippled that member ever Rince. He was 
sent to the hospitalR, and after recovering returned 
to his home in MisRissippi, bui in the fall of 1&65 
located at Memphis. After a two years' residence 
in that city, 1Ur. Brown moved to Devall's Bluff, 
in Prairie County. Ark., and in 1873 he was elect
pd treasurer of the county, which office he held 
for six years. In 1883 he came to Lonoke and in 
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18'38 wa:" chosen to hi;;, present position, the duties 
of which he has since discharged in a creditablp 
and sati"lfactory manner. In the year ] 870 his 
marriage with Mi-,s Betty Reden was consummated. 
Mrs. Brown was a native of Independenee County, 
Ark., and is an estimable lauy_ To their union 
five cL:ildren have been born, of whom two sons 
arB now living. Mr. and Mrs. Brown are mem 
bel'S of the Methodist Episcopal Ohurch, and the 
former is a K. of H. and a member of the Lonokp 
Council. Mr. Brown's parents. Obadiah and Sa
rah (Cox) Brown, WeTe both natives of Lauderdale 
County, Ala. 

L. L. Buffalo, a prosperous farmer and miller 
of Lonoke County, was born in Wake County, N. 
C., March 20, 1845. His father, Burl Buffalo, 
was also a native of North Carolina, his birth hav
ing occurred there in 1815, and in 18::32 he was 
united in marriage to Miss Bettie Lee. To them 
was born a family of ten children, six boys and 
four girls, of whom six are now living. Three of 
the children are residing in this State, and three 
in North Carolina. Mrs. Buffalo was called to her 
final home in 1850, and Mr. Buffalo chose for hi., 
second wife, Cansas Cope; thpy had two children. 
Mr. Buffalo was a farmpr by occupation, and in 
1836 moved to Mississippi, coming thence to Ar 
kansas in 1850, and locating in Prairie Oounty. 
Himself and wife were devout members of the 
Christian Church, and his death, which OCCUlTed 
in 18()0, deprived the county of one of its best 
citizens. L, L. Buffalo's schooling was very lim 
ited in youth, as the facilities for gaining an edu 
cation were far from satisfactory. Subsequent 
self application, howeveT, has not been wanting. 
DecembeT 2(-), 1B06, he was married to Mis:::; Olarkie 
P. Stephens, of l\lissi:"sippi, and to this ullion have 
been born four childrpn, all hoys: The first child 
died in infancy; Louis E, (died March 4-, l~SU, 

aged fifteen), Robert L. and Grover C. ~Mrs. Buf 
falo died March 12. 18~7, and on May 1:3, 188b. 
MI'. Bnffalo was wedded to his second and present 
wife, Mrs. Buffalo, formerly MisH Katie E. Me 
Kenzie, a native of AI'kansas, and the daughter of 
Samnel and Love E. l\lcKenzie. One child has 
been given them, Mary Ethell. Mr. Buffalo is one 
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of the most energetic and prominent farmers and 
willers of Lonoke, and owns 1, '-;12 acres of land, 
besides several town lots. Of this land about 800 
acres are in cultivatioll. He has held membership 
in the K. of H. for two years, and attends the Bap 
ti5t Church, his wife worshiping with the l\leth 
odist Episcopal denomination. 

Thomas Butterworth, a yonng and energetic 
farmer of York Township, and a native of this 
connty, was born April 9, 1C,33, being the son of 
Charles Rhodes and Sarah Dean (King) Butter 
worth. The father was horn in Rochdale, Eng
land, in 18:29, and died in the Confedf'rate army 
in 1803. His parents, Thomas and l\lary (Rhodes) 
Butterworth, came from England in 1843, and 
settled in Lonoke County, Ark., being among the 
earliest of the pioneer settlers of this locality. 
The mother of Thomas Butterworth was born in 
Gibson Connty, Tenn., March 17, 1837, and is 
now Ii ving with him. She bore foul' children, two 
of whom still snrvive, Thomas and his sister, JUrs. 
l\Iary Rebecca Robertson, a resident of Lincoln 
County, N. M. Young Butterworth was educated 
in the comlllon :->chools of this county, and at the 
time of his father's death was living with his 
mother and two sioterf> at Faulkner Gap, the rav
ages of war having left them almost destitute. 
Soon after that bad occurrence, 1\11'. George Mel
ten, an uncle of Mrs. B lltterworth, moved the 
family to Lonoke County (where he resided) to 
see that they were properly cared for. In 1801 
thf'y settled upon the farm on which they now live, 
which Mrs. Butterworth had purchased, and with 
the help of Thomas, tben a lad of twelve years, 
began carrying on the place RigiJ economy had 
to he observed and only breaJ and milk formed 
tbeir diet for two years, excepting a little meat 
occasionally. Indeed at Olle time they had noth 
ing with \vhich to make bread, and depended 
on a neighbor for corn to grind until their wheat 
was matured. The first two years their horse 
subsisted upon graf-,s. But such a condition of 
affairs could not always last, and now 1\Ir. Butter 
worth is in moderate circumstances and owni') 200 
acres of land, with some seventy five acres under1 ,cultivation, and is wortb about $1,000 in personal 

~~ 


and real estate property. He was mal'l'ied De
cember 10, 18CS4-. to Miss 1\1argaret Ellen Ringgold, 
who was born in Pulaski County, J anllar) 14-, 
1870. She was a daughter of \r illiam and Sarah 
Ringgold, early settlers of Pulaski County. 1\lri'). 
Butterworth died November 3, ] ~'3S, being the 
mother of 0np child. also <.If'ceased. Mr. Butter· 
worth is a member of the" County \Yheel," and 
also belongs to the Cumherland Presbyterian 
ehurch. He is a prominent Democrat of his 
county and is a good citizen. 

Samuel B. Canon, merchant and farmer of Eng 
land Station, Gum ,Yoods Tmvnship, was born 
in ~Iadison County, Tenn., Septpmbel' 16. 1 '34:8. 
J. L. Canon, his father, also of Tennessee nativity, 
was born October 15, 1815, amI moved to Arkan 
sas in 1859, locating in Prairie County, where he 
resided until his death, in 1b,/-i. His wife, for 
merly M::argaret Crawford, and a Tel1llesseean by 
birth, died in 1856. Samuel B. enlisted at the 
age of fifteen, in the Tenth Arkansas Cavalry, of 
the Confed8l'ate service. in which he served tbrough. 
out tbe war, taking part in thp battles of Pilot 
Knob, Jefferson City, Independence, West Point, 
Big Blue and in all of the engagements in Price's 
raid through l\Iissouri. After the war he returned 
honlP, and attended school two years, this consti 
tuting his only education. Subsequentl)T he en 
gaged in farming in Prairie County, and in 1C(i2 
l'emoved to Lonoke County, where hf' entered the 
employ of Thompson Bros., merchants and pro 
prietors of a saw-mill. In lSI!) lUr. Canon bought 
a tract of land in Gum 'Voods Township, here 
making his home until 1882, when he llloverl to the 
farm on which be now resides. His excellent place 
of 1-W acres ii') well illlproved, besides which he 
owns several lots in Englaml t;tation. He em
barked in the mercantile business in ApriL 1)8H, 

and now carries a good stock of general lllerchall 
dise, ana is having a thriving trade. 1\11'. Canon 
was elected coroner of the county, and serveu thrf-'E' 
terms in that office. He was married December 
11, 181:3, to Dora High, a natiye of Tennessee, 
and daughter of \Yilliam High. of Prairie Count). 
Ark. They are the parents of six children: Helen, 
Addie, Willie, Clara, Cleveland, Folsom (deceased) 
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and Lloyd. Mr. and MrR. Canon are members of 
the Baptist Church. The former is also a mem 
bel' of the l\Iasonic fraternity, of which he iF) Past 
1\Iaster. rrhe respect and esteem accorded him is 
as wide as his acqnaintance. 

Charles R. Oanoll, prominent among the plant 
erR of Lonolw Oounty, Ark., was born in this 
county, 1\Iarch 1J, 1860. His father, Thomas 
Carron, was born in Tennessee, in ] ~17. Grow
ing to manhood and receiving his education in 
that State, the elder l\Ir. Carroll was married to 
Miss Malinda FnllE'l'. 1'0 this union waR given a 
family of ten children, five boys and five gil'kl. 
The father finally moved to Arkansas, and after 
the death of the mother, was married to Hulda 
Naylor, who bore a son, Oharles, Ollr subject. 
Three other children resulted from this marriage: 
1\Iaggie. Ida S. and Beaulah E. The father was 
a farmer by occupation, owning about ] 50 acres of 
land. At his death on February 0, 1885, his es 
tate was divided among his chilJren. He and 
his wife were both members of the Baptist Church. 
The latter died December J, Ib85. C. R. Carroll 
was educated in Lonoke Oounty, the place of his 
birth, and February 1. 1'3fS'3, he was married to 
Annie Taylor, a daughter of Joshua and Sarah 
Taylor. But one child was born to this union, 
Roy E .. who died February IV, l~'3U. Mr. Car 
roll is a farmer, owning some 210 acres of fiue 
farming land, eighty acres under cultivation. His 
wife is a devoted rnpmber of the Baptist Church. 
They are worthy citizens anu sociablp and E'S

teemed neighbonl. 
J. L. Oarson is recognizpJ as a prominent 

farmer of Lonoke County_ He was born on May 
] H, 1.s39, in Clark County, Ala" being the son of 
Jo<;eph Oarson, a Virginian by birth, who was 
taken to Alabama by his parents when qnite young. 
There he received his education, grew to manhood 
and was married to Bathemia Lambert, the daugh
ter of Anclrew and Rebecca Lambert. To her 
union with 1\lr. Carson was born only one child, 
J. L., the subject of thiR sketch. The father f01
lowed farming a'3 an occnpation with good <-'uC('Pss. 
He had heen Rs"oei.ted with the Masonic onler

j1__u_u_r_i_Ll_g_h_i_S_I_i_fE'_,_a_n_d__w_h_p_n_h_e_cl_i_e_rl_tl_l_e_f_I_'3_t_e_l'_11_it_y 

took charge of his funeral ceremonips. J. L. Car 
SOIl received his edncation in Wilco~ County, Ala. 
In 1~58 he went to Louisiana, whpre, on October 
H, 1850, he wac; marrie 1 to 1\lary Callahan, Jaugh
tel' of James awl Matilda Oallahan. In 1b()7 IHr. 
Oan.,on and wife carne to Arkansas, locating in 
Lonoke County. Upon reaching this State, his 
wealth consistf·d of two yoke of oxen and a wagon: 
but by diligently following his aJopted calling, he 
has prospered beyond expertation. He now owns 
some 306 acres of good land, with 100 acres under 
cultivation. He is the father of three children: 
William, Ella M. and Elizabeth. He is a Master 
l\lason, and has held the offices of junior and 
senior warden in his lodge; also being a member 
of the Agricultural \Yheel. As con<;table, hp has 
served his township fait hfnlly and oatisfactorily to 
all concerned. Both 1\11'. and ]Unl, Oarson are 
members of the Methodist Church, taking great 
interest in all church matters. 

Simeon William Oate has been a resident of But 
ler Township for nineteen years and a citizen of 
the State for nearly tbirty years, a period of suf 
ficient length to acquire for him a wide and hon 
ored acquaintance. He was born in Tennessee on 
Apl'il 10, 18:3-1. his parents heing ~\yiIliam and 
Susan (Cate) Cate, natives of North Carolina. 
\Villiam Cate was born in ]801, and died at the 
age of eighty. He married his second cousin in 
Tennessee (whither he moved when about pighteen 
years of age), who survived him some two years. 
Both were of Irish descent. They were the lJar 
ents of eleven children, seven of whom are now 
living. Simeon W., the subject of this sketch, 
was married in 1855 to Mary L. Fryar, who died 
in 1856, leaving one chilJ, William P., of Cleburne 
Connty, In 1838 1\Ir. Catp marrie(~ his present 
wife, N aOllli \rilson, originally hom Tennessee, 
and who is the mother of elevell children: James 
1\1., Calvin F., Simeon L., Joseph N., Charles P., 
George H., Lulu (wife of Thomas J. Allison), Ida 
P. (wife of 'William Alli'3on), ~usan C., Mary L. 
and Sarah. In October, ] ~(jO, l\Ir. Oate moved 
from Henry County, Tenn., to Prairie County, 
Ark., anel ill January, 1giO, came to thi" county, t 
R_P_t_t_li_ll_g_in_B_l_1_tl_p_r_T_o_w_n_t')_I_li_P_'_'_V_h_p_r_e_b_e_n_o_w_m_a=k::~e=s==:-~~ 
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his home. He has a fine farm of 3.,1,5 acres, 150 
acres under cultivation. The surroundings here 
indicate the presence of a thorough agriculturist. 
In 18()2 Mr. Cate enlisted ill Company A, of 
:McCray's Infantry Regim8ut, in which he served 
eighteen months. He was wounded at the battle 
of Helena, being shot through the hand and albo 
in the side (the effectR of which he still feels), soon 
after which he was captured and taken prisoner. 
After his release he wa'3 paroled and returned home. 
Mr. Cate has been a m8mber of the IHHRonic order 
since 1 "l37, and belongs t8 Mount Pleasant Lodge 
~o. 00. He is a well to do farmer and a good 
citizen. and has held the office of justice of the 
peace for thirteen years. 

J ames Caviness, a resident of Carlisle Town 
ship ~ince 1859, is a native of North Carolina, 
where he was born in J828.. George and Fersiby 
(Jerdan) Caviness, hiE' parents. were Virginians by 
birth, and moved to North Cm'olina before their 
marriage, locating in Chatham County, where they 
remained until death, the father dying in 18Jo, 
and the mother in 1h;)S. They had a family of 
six children. all of whom lived to be grown. aDd 
three of wbom are yet living. James Caviness 
remainfld at home until the demise of hits father, 
when he hired out, working for 20 cents per 
day. At thE' age of nineteen he was married to 
Adeline PelTY. a native of North Carolina, who 
was born in 1828. Following this impoltant event 
he commenced farming for himself near the old 
homestead, where he continued until obtaining 
enough ahead to buy a farm. He then moved to 
ArkansaR in 185H, and settled in Lonoke County, 
on the place he still owns, which was then covered 
with timber, anll which he has since cleared and 
improved. When the war broke out, he (Mr. Cav 
iuess) enlisted in the Confederate army for three 
years, and was on detached auty with Price, on 
his raid through Missouri, Kansal:5 and the Indian 
Territory. After the war he returned to hi'3 farm 
in Lonoke (then Prairie) County, the locality then 
being thinly settled. A great change is noticeable 
:-since that pioneer day. Mr. amI 1\lrs. Cctvinpss 
are thp parents of eight children, five of whom arej 
living: John. JUaggie, .Tames, 'Villiam ana Arthnr. 

Those deceased are: Om, Jefferson B. an d all ill 
fant not named. Maggie is the wife of Arthur 
SCl'eeton, and lives in Prairie County. l\Ir. and 
1Hrs. Caviness are members of the "Methodist Epis
copal Church. Mr. Cavilless is a strong Demo 
crat, and a citizen of whom the county may well 
feel proud. 

Han. J. B. Chapline, president and manager 
of the 'Vheel store, at Lonoke, Ark., of South Car 
olina origin, was born at Greenville, June 10, 
18..,17, as the son of George 1\1. and 'Yilhelmina 
(Chiek) Chapline, natives of Kentucky and South 
Carolina, respectively. The paternal gl'andfathpr, 
Jacob Chapline, was one of the earliest settlers of 
Kentucky, the Blue Gra;"s State, and a companion 
of thfl pioneer. Daniel Boone. The progenitor of 
the Chapline family came from England at an early 
day, and the settlement of the family in Kentucky 
is commemorated by the naming of the Cbapline 
Hills, near Perryville. as well as the Chapline 
River. George lH. Cbapline was an extensive 
planter at Greenville. S. C., where he resided until 
his death. In a family of two sons and three 
<laughters, the subject of this :-;ketch is thp second 
in order of birth, and the oldest son. He was 
only eighteen years of age whell his father died, 
leaving the entire care of his exten~ive bu~iness to 
his management. In 18Wi he came to Arkanf'as, 
and located in Crittenden, haviI1g previously Ie 
sided in the same county in ]805. Onfl) ear later 
he removed to Little Rock, where for four years he 
was engaged in the mercantile and contracting 
business. In ]875 Mr. Chapline took up a planta 
tion on the 'Yhite River. In 18b2 he secured the 
contract and completed work amounting to half a 
million of dollars. for the Cotton Belt Railroad. 
He removed to Lonoke in 181)5 (where he now re 
sides), and in 1~7a 8..,1 IlP was elected to the Gen 
eral Assembly a" thE' candidate of the Republican 
party from Little Rock. vVhen in the legislature 
he originated the movemtmt and intro(1uced a bill 
re~ulting in the organization of Lonoke Couuty, 
then a part of Prairie and Pula~ki Conntit'f-. and to 
him is largely, if llot entirely, dup the cre(1it of 
Lonoke's formatioIl. On Novemher Ii, 1"'oJ, 1\11'. 

Chaplino oniiRt"d ill t.ho iiixteentL Regiment Ronth I. 
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Oal'olina State troops. It will be seen at a glance 
that he was only fifteen years of age at the time of 
enli"tment, bnt his service was one markel1 by a 
devotion and gallantry worthy the careE'f of those 
older in years. JUr. Chaplill<' wa~ married in 11.St1~ 

to l\1i~s Alice Hodge~, of Alabama nativity. who 
ea1ll8 to Mississippi with her panmts. To them 
have been born three sons aIld four daughters, In 
politics ~1r. Chapline i8 a Democrat, and with hi" 
family worships at the Bapti8t Ohurch. He is 
president of the Lonoke bl'anch of the American 
Builaing, Loan and Tontine Savings Association 
of ~Iemphis, and is also member of thf> city board, 
and chairman of the street comlllittee. In 1888 
he erectf'd thf> cotton gin now owned by Chapline 
& England} which is 011e of the finest in the State. 
This fil'm conducts the Lonoke brick yard. Mr. 
Chapline has done his full share toward the ad 
vancement and progress of Lonoke, always mani 
festing great interest and public Hpirit in enter 
prisf>s of a worthy charactf>r, 

Hon. George 1\1. Chapline, clerk of the county 
of Lonoke, whose private life and public record 
are alike untmnished, wag also born in Gn'enville, 
S. c., November Hi, ]849, being the ihird of two 
sons aud three daughters, in the family of George' 
l\I. and Wilhelmena (Chick) Ohapline. [For sketch 
of parents see biography of J. B. Chapline. ] The 
father died when GeOl'ge wai::> a lad of sixteen 
years, and he remaineu at hOllf' until he became 
of age, receiving all the advantageFi for a good ed 
ueation. Following his primary course of stndy, 
he entered the univertiity at Cheenville, wh0re he 
remailWu. for four years, and also read nwdieine 
for some time, but abont IB,j9, he f>ntered npon 
the rea(ling of law at Greenville, nndel' the super
vision of George "W\-'11:,;, a prominent attorney of 
that placf'. In 1871 1w took a ('ourse of lectnres at 
the University of :)onth Carolina, at Colnmbia, and 
in the same year removed to Arkaw'HtS, locating 
at Little Rock. In] 873 1\1r, Chapline was ap 
pointed by Gov. Baxter to the position of cINk of 
Lonoke Collllty , npon the organization of the 
county. In 1970 he was licensed b) the sLlpreme 
eourt to practicE' beforE' the bar of this State, and 
ill 1 gSl wa" elected to represent Lonoke County, 

in the Gf'neral Al-isembly of the State. In 1886 he 
was elected Cl(>l'k of Lonoke Conllty, and re elected 
in 1Cj8~. Pn.>viollA to this Mr. Chapliue harl turned 
hib pleadings in another direction from the bar, 
and {lid llot phlud in vain, for in 1biG he led to 
tlw h.i llH'lleal altar lHisR Minnie Owens} a native of 
Bonth Carolina, and a daughter of Dr. John A. 
OWPIlK, burgAon of Baykin's regiment, who died 
at Atlanta during the wal'. To thi~ union have 
heell born four daughters, bl'ight awl interesting 
girls. 1\1r. Chapline and family worship at the 
Baptist Church, in which he is clerk. He has 
held with great credit various positions on the 
municipal board, and served as recorder and mayor. 
In politics he is a Democrat, and in societies he is 
identified with the Knights of Pythias and Knights 
of Honor. 

Isaac S. Chrisman is a son of Isaac S, and 
Lucinda (Allen) Chrisman, natives of Virginia 
and rrennessee, respectively. The former was eun 
('ated in the ., Old Dominion,' 1 but when a young 
lllan moved to 'rennessee, where he married, re
maining for SOUle years in the Middle and ,Yest 
prn portions of the State. He was a gallant sol 
diel' in one of the Indian wars} ana his death, which 
occurred in 18:·n, left his widow with seven chil 
chen. JUrs. Chrisman married again, and with the 
family moved. to Arkansas, in 1857, settling in 
White County. It wa~ not quite like going to a 
strange country, for one of her older SOIlS, Dr. F. 
1\1., had gone to Arkansas in 1858. Her death oc 
curreu some tiille after they were settled in their 
new home. Of the seven children mentioned 
only two are now living: Ruth and Isaac (the :mb 
jed of this memoir). The lattf'r came to Arkansas 
when abont "eventeen yearf> old, and resided in 
\Vhite County a lllunbel of years. ,Yhen Civil 
\rar was declared he enlibted a:-; private, ill 18U2, 
ill Col. Dobbin;.,' legirueIlt, and after Rcrving in the 
ranks a bhort tillie wah promoted to lieutenant col 
onel, in which capacity he continued till the close 
of the war, participating in the fights at Helena, 
Jenkins' Ferry and Little Hock. He was taken 
pri~oner neal' Helena, in ] bG-J-, and held till the 

tinal close of the war, passing most of the time at t 
Fort Delaware. After being dischargeu he re 
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turned to 'White County and resumed his farming 
operations up to 187e, when he sold out awl moved 
to Lafayette Township, Lonoke County. Mr. Chris 
man commenced improving a place ill the heavy 
timber, a bard undertaking. but he ha~ cleal'erl 100 
acres, constituting one of the be~t farms iu the 
('ol.mtry. all finely and carefnlly ('l.lltivah,<1. Hp 
has about five acre:-s of cboice timothy awl red 
clover, and an orchanl of SOllie two acre"). A Calli 

fortable honse. good barn~, etc .. comhine to sbow 
that prosperity reigns. In addition to his farm, 
M1'. Chrisman owns 220 acres of excpllent timber 
land, from which, it is safe to say. he will realize 
a large sum of monfly. In ~Ial'ch. 18G,,{, he was 
united in maTTiage with Miss Addie Stewart, a 
native of 'Yest Tennessee, and the daughter of R. 
M. Stewart. To them haH:' been born ten chil 
dren, only two living: Ruth (a YOUllg lady at
tending srhool, at Little Rock) amI Ava. Mr. 
Cbl'isman has served as assessor of 'Vhite Connty 
for two years. Himself and wife are consistent 
members of the Cumberland Presbyterian Ch·orch. 
It 8hol.lld have been stated before that he was a 
soldier in the Mexican 'Val', serving as second 
sergeant. 

Larayette .lH. Cobb has become well known here 
by rpason of his connection with the mel'cantile 
and other interests of Lafayette Township. He 
was born in Floyd County, Ga., August 23, 18-if\ 
and is the second son of a family of seven children 
born to \Yarren and Martha (Hensley) Cobb, na 
tives of North Carolina. The former reside<l in 
Georgia until the year 1856, when he moved to 
Arkansas and located in Sevier County, clearing 
and improving a farm, upon wLich he remained 
until his death, in 1S;S7; his wife only survived 
him about three months. After the death of Lis 
father Lafayette moved from Sevier to Saline 
County, of which he was a resident until 1~6..t.. 

In that year he settled in :Pula~ki Connty, there 
making his home until the locality was formed a 
part of Lonoke County, when he settled here (in 
1S7:3), the farm at that time comprising the heavi 
est timber laud. However, he La~ cleared awl 
opened a fine tract of 173 acres, which is in a high

j state of cultivation. WLen in hi:-s twpntieth year, 

Mr. Cobb was married to Mi,,>s Berlina Phillips. a 
native of \Yest Tellnessee, antI to thii'l union two 
children have beeD born: James 1\1. and Lnla. At 
present Mr. Cobb is engaged in the mercantile 
ilusine:-s'i, in which Le is very successful. He car
rips a good stock of goo<1s for a small place, and 
hi~ mannpr of doing husiness insures him the lib
eral patronage of tlw surronndillg conntry. He 
also hac; the honor of being tbe first. last and only 
postma")tel' of this township. In 1874 he wa" 
plected ju",tice or the peace, and later resigned, 
but was 1'e elected Rnd served twelve years as mag 
ish'ate of this township. 1\11'. and Mrs. Cobb are 
members of the Baptist Church, in which the for 
Iller is. clerk. The famou") Judge Coho, of Grant 
County. is a brother of this sulJject. 

James D. Cobb is a familiar representative or 
the agricultural affairs or Lafayette Township. 
He was born in Floyd County, Ga., December 2, 
1S..t.g, and is the son of \Yarren D. amI :\lartha 
(Henslee) Cobb, natives of Georgia, the same State 
as himself. \Yhen a lad of seven years, J ailles 
l'emoved to Arkansas with his parents (,,,ho died 
about one year later), growing to manhood in Sa
line and Grant Connties. In ~Iarch. 15()4, he 
came to what is now Pulaski County, being at that 
ti me about fifteen years 01<1, and in 1 '3,3 settled 
in this connty on the land where he DOW resides. 
This land was then heavily covered with timber, 
and it was not a very promising locality in which 
to make a home, out ~Ir. Cobb has transformed it 
rrom its wooded state to that or careful cultivation. 
He hRS Iii3 acres under the plow, whidl yield ex 
cellent crops each yeal·. A good frame house, sub 
stantial barns, sheds. etc., show that thrift and in
dustry are among the characteristics of the owner. 
In Lonoke County, Ark., November 10. 186k). was 
consummated his maniage to Miss l\I. l\lyers. a 
native of Arkansas, who was born and reared in 
Pulaski, and a daughter of R. C. .;Hyers. Fi \'8 

chiluren have blessed this union: Samuel C.. James 
F .. Carlee C., J e~se and Atticans. 1\11'. Cobb was 
once elected. and served eight ypars as constahle 
of Lafayette Township. He and wife are among 
the prominent members of thp Misbionary Baptist 
Church, aiding all "orthy enterpri.;;ps. 
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Walter F. Crutcher has long been engaged in 
farming in Lafayette Township, his energy and 
perseverance having won deserved success. He is 
the son of n. A. and Susan M. (Vance) Crutcher, 
and was hOTll ill Giles County, TeIlD., J annary 80, 
l,s·l-t-. R. A. Crutcher is a Virginian by hirth, and 
when a ~mall hoy accompanied his father to Linl€' 
stone Connty, Ala., where he remained uutil a 
young man. Boiog thencE' to TpDIW"3See, he was 
married there, and followed the occupation of 
fanning, for SOIne twelve years. ill Giles County. 
In 1834 he immigrated to Arkansas, and after re 
siding for six years· in Hempstead County moved 
to Prairie County; !:iubsequently he located in 
Lonoke County, bnt in 1S72 settled at Jackson 
ville, where he erectt-ld a fine residence. In 1877 
be went to California. and now resides in Fall
brook, that State. 'Yalter F. came to this State 
with his parents when a lad of ten years, and re 
mained "ith his father on the farm until his sev
entef'ntb year, receiving the best advantages for 
schooling to be had in the common schools of that 
day. When only seventeen years old he enlisted 
in thf' T" enty fifth Arkansas Infantry, McNain's 
brigade, 'l\IcCowan' s di vision, Army of the Tf'nnes
see (Confederate), and served as a private until 
the close of the war. He participated in the tight 
at Richmond, Ky., Perryville, Ky., and Murfrees 
boro, where his experience wa:-i a noted one. At 
this place he was wounded in both thighs by gun 
shots, and takpn to the hospital at Murfreesboro, 
afterv. aTd being removed to Camp :l\Iorlon, Indian 
apolis, whpre he was held until the spring of 1H65. 
At Murfreesboro 1\lcCowan's division capturf'd for 
ty six pieces of artillery, and it wa'::i while charging 
a battE'ry, that Mr. Crutcher's wound8 were re 
ceived. This two days' fight resulted disastrously 
to the "Yankees." It was four days after Gen. 
Bragg retreated from here befol'P the Federal army 
enterec1, an(l he ueeame a prisoller of war. }\Ir. 
Crutcher state~ that he was kindly cared for while 
held as prisoner at Murfreesboro, though th€' same 
can not ue said of bis treatment at Camp Morton. 
Hp is one of those who feel glad that war times are 
over, and that peace and harmony now prevail. 
After bping exchanged he joim'd the regiment at 

Charlotte, N. C., just 1wfore thfl sllrrend8l'. After 
the war 1\11'. Crntcher returnf?d homp, and in March, 
1~()9, was manied to Ola T. Fergnrson, a native 
of Tennestiee, though rea1'e<1 and f?ducated in AI' 
kansas. She was the dang-hter of W. 'r. Fergul' 
son, now <It'cpased. After his maniage Mr. Crutch 
er ]ocatE'<l on a farm in Richwoods Township, pur 
chasing thE' place where he now rp'-lidf?~ in 1~8~. 
TherE' was but very Jitth· improvpmE'ut npon it at 
the time he took possessioll, but he has now the 
satisfaction of knowing that his farm is ODe of the 
best in the county, consisting of some 250 acres. 
A good resid€'l1ce, blacksmith shop and a fine 
orchard are among the improv€'ments. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Crutcher have been bOIll a family of 
eight children: Daisy (wife of J. l\L Cobb), 1\fabel 
(now a student at Little Rock). Vance, William 
(deceased), Katie, 'Yalter F., Nina Blanche and 
an infant daughter. Mr. Crutcher was a great 
hunter in his younger days, tabng keen delight ill 
the gun and chase. He killed twenty six willi cats 
in one season, getting a premium of ~5.00. 

Indeed, he had so many scalps that the court 
repealed the law after paying his premium. He 
also killed a large number of hear, and quantities 
of deer and turkey. 1\11'. Crutcher, wife and tVi 0 

oldest daughters are members of the Missionary 
Baptist Church, the former belonging to Lonoke 
Lodge No. 51, A. F. & A. 1\1. He is a .pleasant 
and agreeable gentleman, well worthy the respect 
and confiilence that is reposed in him. 

Elisha N. Davis, a leading farmer and highly 
respecteu citizen of l\1agness Township, was born 
in Gates County, N. c., on the 4th of April, 18:3-4-, 
the son of ;\l11es M. and Rebecca (Hayre) Davis. 
The former was born in 180:3; he and a brothpr 
and Rister being left orphans when qnite young, 
he was apprenticed to a shoemaker to learn the 
trade, at which he worked until twenty five years 
of age, then married and afterward moved on a 
farm. Going from North Carolina to the western 
part of Tennessee in 1834. in 1538 he came to this 
county, where be died in ISo(). His father came 
from \Vales at an early day.. The mother of Eli 
sha DaVIS was born in North Carolina about f8I;) 
and died in 'rennesse€' in 1'i.J:4. Her grand par 
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ents were born in In"land and emigrated to Amer 
ica at an early oay, before the Revolutionary 'Val' 
in which her grandfather took part. Shp bRd a 
family of seven children, tht· foubjed of thiR sketch 
being thp Recond son. As his pan>.nts ,,,prE' in lim 
iteel circumstance~, Eli1'>ha Davis was (lep1'iH'd uf 
an education. III Janual'Y, 11;)50. be marriec1Mar 
gaTet I. Gregory, who wa'> born ill 'l'eIllle~see in 
1837 and c1ied ill 1Si\>. leaving eight cLilc1rpn. four 
of whom are still living: Martha E. (wifp of Hoh 
ert Huddlestan), Charles N., Thomas J. and Lil 
lie H. Mr. Davis was married a :;,econd tilIle to 
Susan H. Sherman. at :l\Iemphis, Tenn.. on De 
cember ~o, 1877. Mrs. Davis was born March 10, 
184:5. By this marriage he has bad one child.: 
1\1iles Mexico. In 1860 JUl'. Davis emigrated to 
Lonoke Connty, Ark., where be remained until 
] ':,(3;), then I'etnrning to Tenne:>see. In 1CS77 he 
again camp to this county and purchased a quarter 
section of lalld, thirty acres of which wpre under 
cultivation. Since thell he has opened up thirty 
more. In ]862, in May, Mr. Davis. enli",ted in 
the Confederate sen-ice, and ten days afterward 
wa'3 captured and carried to St. Louis, where he 
was taken sick and confined in the hospital all 
summer. He was exchanged in the fall and re
turned to his regiment near Fort Slllith, J annal'Y 
10, lS63. remaining in actual service until the fol 
lowing year ,,,hen he made his way home. The bat
tle of Helena, Ark., was the principal engagement 
in which he took part. 1\11'. and 1\11'6. Davis are 
members of thp 1\Iissionary Baptist Cburch. l\Ir. 
Davis has always been a strong Democrat, but 
since the two old parties Lave consolidated on 'Vall 
Street, and the great issue fOl' the consideration of 
the people is capital against labor, he has decided 
to vote with the laboring people. He is a lllan 
who has ever endeavored to ohey thp Divine in 
junction, to earn bread by the sweat of the brow. 
He has had many misfortunes in lift', the good 
Lord having seen fit to put the rod to his back. 
but his encouragement is in the as<;urance that 
" Whom the Lord loveth, He chasteneth.'· 

Hardy Scott Dees has built up an excellent 

Cabot. 
reputation as one of the leading merchants of 

A native of Cook Count), Tex., he was 

horn April 23, 1853, to the nnion of JoLn A. and 
Margaret (Boyce) Dees. The furmer's Lil'th oc 
('urred in North Carolina in 1S21. frOID which State 
he moved to l\Iis<..is<;ippi, then to Texas, and subse 
<p.lPntly to Hempstead Connty, Ark., in 1~5-i, corn 
illg to Pulaski County in ] '-Hi \ where he died in 
] '-,j'-i. His grall(lfather was a llative of Gpnnany, 
amI emigrated to this country at an early day. 
taking part in the 'Val' of 1'-;12. JUrs. Margaret 
Dees, the mother of Hardy S., was born in Missis 
sipri in ] 820. and died in 18()5, leaving a family 
of nine children, three of whom are now living. 
Hardy S. Dees commenced life as a farmer. in 
which occnpation he was engaged until 188:3, when 
he embarkeu in the IllPrcantile business in Faulkner 
Gup, Ark. In FeLruary. ] Sc,g, he opened a store 
at CaboL and is at pI'esent operating two establish 
ments, that at Fanlkner Gap, having a slock of 
about $2,300, and the other about $f3,000. His 
sales aggregate a considerable sum, and Ly his 
straightforward manner of doing' business and 
strict and honorable dealing he has attained to a 
libeml share of public patronage. Mr. Dees was 
marrieu in 1875 to Miss l\Iary Pace, who was born 
in Pulaski County in 1CS58. By this marriage they 
have had four children, two of whom snrvive: Lillie 
1\1. and Mary C. l\Ir. Dees is a member of the 
'Masonic order, and belongs to Frenchman Mount
ain Lodge. He is also a membel' of the A. O. U. 
,r., and himself and family are connected with 
the l\Iethouist Epic;copal Ohurch, Sonth. 1\Ir. Dees 
also owns thirty.fonr acres of land in Faulkner 
County, and some lots in Cabot. He is a strong 
Democrat. and a prominent citizen of his town 
ship. 

'" illiam P. Dortch is numbered among the 
prolllinent and wealthy planters of Lonoke County. 
A native of ,rilliamson County, Tenn., he was 
born l\Iay ] 5. 1CS4:6, being the ~on of 'VilEs R. 
Dortc-h, originally from North Carolina. The lat 
tel' moved to Tennessee when a yOLlllg man, and 
there met and married 1\1rs. Elizabeth Stone (nee 

'Wommack), a Yirginian b'y hirth. He was a suc
cessful farmer in Tennessee during his life, living 
most of the time in ,Yilliamson County. His 
death occurred in 18;)8, and his wife survived him ~ 
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until 1886, dying at Little Rock at the advanced 
age of eighty two years. William P. wa~ one of 
the y unger of three children, the other two ht:'ing 
Hallie H. (wife of Dr. Thompson. of Litt18 Rock) 
and Etta (wifE' of A. W. Smith, of Little Hock). 
Coming to Arkansas with hilS mothf'l' when a lad of 
twelve yean:;, he settled in Pulaski County, and 
thE're remained until 1CSR4, in whicb year he en, 
listed in the Confederate army (Anden:ion's bat
talion of Little Rock) and accompanied Price on 
his raid through l\1i"}sonri and Kansas. He also 
participated in the battle of Pilot Knob, Boonville, 
Indepeuuenc8, J etTen,on City, Lexington. ,Yest 
port, Big Blue and nnm8l'ons others. He was 
disbanded in ·WashingtoIl, Hempstead County, at 
the close of the war, and imilll?diately returned to 
his home. In the fall of 1C,62 Mr. Dortch went 
to Ohio and spent two years at the Miami Univer 
sity, where by careful attention to his studies he 
gained the eE>teem of the entire faculty, and bettE'r 
than all ehe, a thorough education. After his 
college career he returned to Pulaski County and 
resumed farming, but subsequently, disposing of 
his interests here, he located on the place where he 
now resides. He was first married in Ohio to Miss 
Alil3e Orr. a (laughter of H. R. Orr, of Kentucky. 
Miss Orr was horn and reared in Bourbon COllnt,Y, 
Ky., receiving an education in a female college at 
Oxford, Ohio. Sbe diea in 1'l74, leaving two 
sons: Frederick \Y. (now at college) and one 
deceased. In 1"\85 Mr. Dortch married his present 
wife, and to this union two sons have Leen born: 
Thomai> SteP}e ana ,Yilliam P., Jr. Mrs. Dortch 
wa", formerly ~liss Nettie Steele, daughter of 
Thoma", \V. Sh'ele, one of Pula~ki County's infln
ential anu wealtby citizens. She was born and 
reared in that county ancI educated at Salem and 
St. Louis, and is a lady of cuHnre and refinement 
whosf' graces of (lisposition and manner are an 
ornament to any position. Mr. Steele presented 
his daughter OUrs. Dortch) with a fine plantation 
of 1, SOO acres, of which 600 are in cultivation, 
and since then they- ha \'e residfd on this place. 
Mr. Dortch has made numerous improvementM, 

including some thirty buildings, principal among 
which are a very fine residencf', store, barn, black-
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bmith "}hop and tenenwnt bouses, ILll<1 in general 
its equal as a plantation would he a difficult mattf'r 
to find in Lonoke County. Mr. Dortch also owns 
an excellent piecf' of Jand in Pulaski and Lonoke 
Counties, consisting of 1,000 acrf's. -tOO acrf'S of 
wbich are ullder the plow. He and wife arf' con 
<,i~tt>nt illPmhers of the l\Ipthodist Epjscopal 
Church, and the former is a lihf'l'al ron tributor to 
all enterprise..; for the auvancement of the county. 
Genial anu agreeable in demeanor, be is very pop
ular with all, but his ambition and love are cen
tered in his wife and children, of whom he may 
well be proud, for they constitute the pleasing and 
hospitable family which any might desire to havfl. 

A. L. Driskill has manifested that thorough
ness and acquaintan('e with agricultural affairs 
which have given bim a. prominent place among thl'> 
farmE'l"s of Lonoke County. He fhst saw the light 
of day in Campbell County, Va.. in the month of 
February, 1811...,. His father, Adam Driskill, was 
also a native of Virginia. reach:ing the years of 
maturity and euteriug the state of matrimony 
among the historic scenes of the ,. J\fother of Prl:'si
dents." Miss Hal'ah Bailey became l\frs. Aclam 
Driskill, bearing a family of tw('lve childrell, A. L. 
being the only one Rluviving. The father was a 
farmE'l' and the motbpr wag a member of thp Bap
tist Church. Dani€'l Driskill, the grandfather, 
was born near Dublin, Ireland. The subject of 
this sketch, A. L. Driskill, received his education 
in Virginia. November 8, 1843. he was married 
to Miss Nancy Walker, and to this nnion havf' been 
born a family of seven chilUren: Mary E., Rich 
ard M., James A.. Martha A., ,Yillium D., Lucy 
B. and John "\Y. Mr. Driskill is a most successfnl 
farmer, owning a f'plpndi<l farm of 120 acres, with 
fifty acres under cultivation. He has held meill 
ber~bip in the Blne Longe of the Masonic order, 
and together with his wife was a member of the 
Baptist Church. Mrs. Driskill died January 12, 
1889, leaving many friends to monrn her 10SR. Mr. 
Driskill is a highly esteemed citizen, painstaking 
and enterprising in all matters lwrtaining to the 
welfare of the State or county. 

Robert Spain Duke, a leading farmer of Prairie 
Township, was the fourth in a family of nine chil 
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dren born to Robert G. and Erexena (:Thlol'l'ison) 
Duke, his birth occurring in North Carolina, April 
30, 1833. Robert G. Duke wa~ born ill North 
Carolina, July 3, 1795, and was a son of Robert 
Duke, a soldier in the Revolutionary \Var, of Iriflh 
descent, who settled and manied in Anson County, 
N. C., and died there in about the one hUlllireth 
year of his age. Robert G. Duke moved from 
North Carolina to Tennessee in 184:3, where he 
lived until his death, which occurred lVlay 3, 1879. 
His wife was born in North Carolina January 3, 
1801, and died in ]856. Robert S. was reared to 
manhoO<..l in Tennessee, where he received a limited 
education, there heing married J annary 22, 1851. 
to Rehecca I. Mason, who died in 1'365. He was 
married the second time on November 29. 1 S66, to 
Mrs. Susan C. Robinson (nee Allison), a wiuow. 
By his first marriage he had three chiluren: Rob
ert \V., :ThIary E. (now the wife of G. C. Thompson) 
and Cora A. (wife of ,Villiam F. McShan.) By 
his second maniage there are two children: Ossee 
A. (born March 6, 18(8) and Anna B. (who was 
born July 6, 1bI1). Mr. Duke enlisted in Novem 
bel', 186], in the Confederate army. serving with 
distinction in the great struggle. He was wounded 
and taken prisoner at the battle of Helena, Ark., 
and removed to the Overton hospital, at Memphis, 
July -1, Ulf>3, where he was confined until April, 
18GJ, then heing transferred to Alton. Ill. Here 
he was held until September. ] t;o-1, and I'ater re 
moved to Camp Douglas, Ill.. where he was ex 
changed and sent to New Orleans. Following this 
he returned home and again came upon his farm in 
this county, to which he had moved in 1838. He 
owns a good landed estate of 700 acres, with about 
150 acres nnder cultivation. .Mr. Duke is a mpm
bel' of the County Wheel. He has been a Demo 
crat all his life until 151..S8, when he voted the 
Union Labor ticket. 1\11'. and :ThIn;. Duke are Jllem 
bel'S of the Methodist gpiscopal Church. South. 

'William H. Eagle. A large proportion of the 
people of Central Arkansas are either natives of 
Tennessee or descendants of tho~e who, attracted 
by the great resources of this State, left their 
Eastern homes. surrounded by all the comforts of 
advanced civilization, and coming westward settled 
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in what was then an unbroken wilderness. Among 
the early settlers of Arkansas were James and 
Charity (Swaim) Eagle, the parents of the subject 
of this sketch. They \vere natives of North Caro
lina, but had moved to Tennessee with their parents 
in 1'-J211. Here among the dangers and privations 
of that time they spent their childhood. here, too, 
at a later date being married. In 1839 they came 
westward, and after a long and tedious journey 
'overland through an unbroken and trackless tel' 
ritory finally located in Lonoke Connty, Ark., 
which at that time had not attained to Statehood. 
TLus they were pioneers in two States. Mr. 
Eagle began business here on the very limited cash 
capital of $7, but '-iubsequently became one of the 
leading citizens, and his death, which occurred in 
18G3, was mOUl'ned by the entire community. The 
Eagle family are of German and Scotch descent, 
and both the paternal and maternal grandfathers 
of ·William H. served as soldiers in the ,Yar of the 
Revolution; indeed they have been represented 
in every war in which the United States has been 
engaged. The sterling integrity and sturdy pur
pose of character for which the family have been 
noted, have never suffered distortion in their trans
mission from gem'rat~on to generation, the prom
inent traits of illustrious ancestors remaining un 
changed in recent descendants. They, as a family, 
are among the most prominent citizens in Central 
Arkansas. The maternal grandmother had thir 
teen children, and the paternal grandmother bore 
twelve children. In a family of ten, William H. 
is the Oldp5t child in order of birth. He remained 
·with his father until grown to manhood, and re
ceived such advantages for an education as were 
obtainable in that unsettled period. He began as 
a fanner on a small scale, bnt by close application 
to business has reached a position as one of the 
wealthiest men of the county, having cleared and 
improved over 2.000 acres in Lonokp County alone. 
At the close of the war his taxps were but $:3, and 
now he pays $1, oon, and besides personal prop
erty, he owns] 1, UOO acres of land in this COUllty, 

ample evidence 0f his great prosperity. Mr. Eagle 
embarked in mercbandit'>ing in Lonoke in 1811, 
and has since continued the business. On Feb t 
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rnal'Y 18, 1837, he was married to Mi~s Malin 
da Robinsvn, a native of l\IisHisRippi, who came 
with hel' parents from Tennessee ahout 18i8. Her 
death occurred in 1882, she lElaving a family of 
nine children to mOllrn her loss. Mr. Eagle waR 
married to his preRent wife in 1C;C;J, and to thpm 
have bt'en born a fn]llily of two children. Mrs. 
Eagle'R maiden name was l\Iiss A<la Monroe, a 

natiye- of Lonoke County, Ark. Tbf' family wor 
ship at the Baptist Church, of which Mr. Eagle is 
one of the or:iginatvrs. He is a member of Lonoke 
Lodge No. 01. A. F. & A. 1\I., and is in e-ve-ry se-nse 
of the word a popular and much l'espE'cted man. 

Philip F. Eagle. Among the otber early pio 
neel'S of Lonoke County, were David and Elizabeth 
(Long) Eagle, who came from Tennessee in 1850, 
locatillg in what is now Lonoke County. Here 
they began to hew from the surrounding wilder 
ness a bOIlie for themselves and their family. 
Among the children who aCCOll1 panied them from 
their eastern hODle, was Philip F., who was born 
in l\lal.1ry County, Tenn., April 25, 1825. At the 
timE' of their settlement here, the present feltile 
and productive country was an unbroken wilder 
ness, and in this barren locality. surrounded by all 
the dangers and privations of a pioneer life. these 
inuustrivus and ambitious people toiled on until 
death ceaBeu their labors. Their names have gone 
down to pO'3terity as brave men and womPTI, to 
whose unselfish aml untiring energy is due many 
of the advantages which the pr('sent generation 
enjoy. Philip F. Eagle has been a resident of 
Lonoke County sinc(=) 1'-S50, anLl hy his ill<lustry 
and economy has wun for bimself a hanc1sonw fort 
unt>o He own" iOO acres of land in this ('OUilty, 
and is acconnted a man of worth anu infinpnce, 
being e'3teerued hy the entire community. 

Joseph L. Eagle, one of the old settlers of this 
COUll ty. calllP originally from Tennessel?, his birth 
occl1lTing in l\Ial.lry Connty, April f), 1S2U. David. 
and Elizabeth (Long) EaglE', his pareuts, were 
natives of North Carolina an(l Georgia, respective 
]~. hut settled in Tennessee at an E'arl} day. heing 
married in Maury County about 1&2:J. In 18GO 
they came to Arkansas, locating in Lonoke (then 
Pl'airip) County, 'I"hE'l"P they were among tilt' pio-
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neers. This continued to be tLeir Lome until death 
called theill away. Beven chiluren were given 
them, five sonR and two daughters. ,Joseph L., the 
third in order of hirth. spent Lis youth at hiR fath 
81" s horne, and received a fair education, lmt when 
the war brokp out, the quiet monotony of farm life 
had 110 ('hanus for him) as compaTed with the fas 
cinatillg though emillent perils of war. He euIiRt 
ed, in ISGn, in Company 0, Berond Regiment AI' 
kansas Mounted Riflemen) and took all activE' part 
in numerous battles, at one time receiving a wound 
in the shoulder. He served until the ClORE' of the 
war, and then returned to his home in Lonoke 
County. In 1860 his marriage with 1\1is8 Sarah 
A. Callaham was consummated. l:lhe waH a native 
of Rankin County, JUiss., and when young moved 
to 1\1orehouse Parish, La., coming to Arkansas in 
1850. Six daughter& Lave been born ot this union, 
five of them now living. Mr. Eagle and family 
wOTRhip at the Baptist Church. He bas a fine 
farm of 700 acres, 100 being in an excellent state 
of cultivation. His farm aud buildings are in good 
condition, all going to show that industry and 
thrift prevail. In political views 1\1:r. Eagle is a 
Democrat. 

1\1aj. Henry L. Elcan, a native of Alabama, was 
born on October 2..1, 1834, being a son of Spencer 
W. and Martha Peyton Tabb (BoIJing) Eleau. 
'The former died when Henry was an infant, and 
his motber moved to Memphis, Tenn., when be 
was four years old, whme she was manied to B. 
,Yo Clements, a native of Scotland, who came to 
the United States when a boy. Mr. Clements 
died in 1873, and Mrs. Clements departed this life 
in Memphis, in 1b78, of yellow fever. Both WE're 
members of tbe Methodist Chu1'('h. Mmtha Boll 
ing, the motber of Maj. H. L. Elcan, is a descend
ant of Robed Bolling, of "Bolling Hall," York 
shire, England. He arrived in Virginia October 
2, ] GGO. and marrie(l J aIle, daughter of Thomas 
Rolfe, and gl'anJdaughter of Pocahontai":i, and lived 
at "IGppax." Prince George County. This fam 
ily married and intermarried with the PE'ytons, 
Tabb:.." Skipwithb, KellIlons, Lees, Ranclolpbs. 
Nelsons, Blanu8, Beverlys and l\Iumforc1s, all of 

whom are of royal English descent. Henry:_,,~ 



had four sisters: 1\1rs. Gen. ]\I. J. \Vright (of Mem 
phis). 1\1rs. Judge George \Yebt (of LittleRock). 
l\Irs. Bettie Gibbs (of New Orleans) awl Jnnius, 
all of whom are deceased. During the war Mr. 
Elctln enlisted in the One Hunched and Fifty 
fourth 1\mnessee Infantry, in Company A. ana 
Vi'aS made brigadier quartermaster in ,rright'b 
brigade. He served in the battles of Belmout, 
Chickamauga. and a number of others, and at thp 
surrender at Grenada, 1\1iss. After the war he re
turned to Memphis, and engaged in farming until 
1883, then moving to Arkansas and locating at 
Brownsville, where he has a good farm well under 
cultivation. Maj. Elcan was married in 1865, to 
Mary Kennon, who was born in Kentucky, in 1<.,44. 
They are the parents of bix children: Spencer, 
1\1aude (who is teaching Echool at Little Huck), 
Henry. Junius, l\lal'cus and Kennon (decea'3ed). 
1\1rs. Elcan is a member of the Episcopal Church. 
Mr. Elcall is a strong Democl'at, and a leading 
farmer of his township. Mrs. Mary K. Elcan, 
wife of 1\Iaj. Henry Elcan, is the daughter of Dr. 
Hichard Kennon, United States hospital surgeon. 
Both of M1's. Elcan's materllal ancestors signed 
the Declaration of Independence Thomas Nelson 
and William Kennon. They fought with \Vash 
ington, and were members of the First Congress. 
then called the Virginia A"lsembly. 1\lrs. Elcan's 
mother is Rosalie Nelson, daughter of Dr. Hugh 
Nelson. who served as hospital surgeon through 
the ,Yar of 1812. 

Henry Ellingsworth was born in Richland 
County, Ill., in 1838, and was a son of Thomas 
and Eunis (Loomis) Ellingsworth, natives of Del 
aware and New YOl'k, respectively. The former 
moved to Indiana at. an early <late, and in 1837 
went from that State to Illinois, where he engaged 
ill farming' until his death, in ] 883. The mother 
of Henry is still living. and is in her eighty fourth 
year. ,Yhen residents of Illinois. they were com 

pelled to go thirty miles to a postoffice. They 
were the parents of eleven children, three of whom 
are living: Henry, and Manly and Sophia (twins). 
Henry Ellingsworth commenced farming for him 
self. at the age of twenty two. but continued for 
only a few months, when his patriotism led him, inj 
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18()2, to enlist in the Ninety eighth Illinois Mount 
eO. Infantry. in which he served nntil the close of 
the war. He participated in a number of import 
ant battles, being under Gen. Rosecrans, in the 
battle of Chickamauga, and under Gen. Sherman 
ill the Atlanta campaign, in the engagements of 
which he took part nntil after the fall of Atlanta. 
Hi:.. regiment was then dismounted and sent to 
Louisville, Ky., where it was remounted and sent 
out with Gpn. Wihon. on his raid through 1\1issis 
sippi, Alabama and Georgia. 1\1r. Ellingsworth 
was wounded in the right arm by a gunshot, at 
Selma, Ala., and was left there in a rebel hospital, 
from April 2, ] 80;), to Uay 18. He was then re 
turned home on a furlough, receiving a discharge 
at Nashville, Tenn., with his regiment, about July 
1, ]8G5. Aniving home on the 13th of that month, 
he remained upon the farm until1\Iay, 1877, when 
he remoyed to Arkansas, and settled in Grand 
Prairie. rrhree years later he came to his pres· 
ent farm. UI'. Ellingsworth's wife was formerly 
Mary A. 1\Iillington, a natiye of England, who 
came to this country with her parents when a 
child. and settled in Richland County, Ill., where 
the mother still lives, her father being dead. 1\11'. 
and Mrs. Ellingsworth have had three children, 
two of whom are still liying: Josie and Cora. 
Laura being ?eceased. Cora is married. and is 
the wife of D. B. Perkins. In 1&81 Mr. Ellings 
worth purchased a saw mill, and has since been 
engaged in that business in connection with farm
ing, He is a stanch Republican, and is yery 
temperate in his habits. using neither tea. coffee, 
tobacco, nor intoxicating liquor of any kind. He 
bas Meen the complete development of Lonoke 
Connty, and has always taken a great interpst in 
enterprises for the improvement of the community. 
of a religious, educational and material nature. 

Charles \V. England. Prominent among tho"e 
citizens of Lonoke who have actively interested 
themselves in its advancement. and who, with un 
tiring energy. have assi<lnously labored for that 
end, i"l the gentleman wbosf> name heads this brief 
sketch. A natiye of tbis county and a member of 
one of the mo:..t prominent families of the com 
munity_ he has come to he wf>ll and fayorably 
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known, and by an honorable, upright career in life 
ha:s gained for himself a reputation which is eel' 
tainly of substantial worth. In 1820 John Eng 
land emigrated to America and settled at Charlps 
ton, where he resided until his death, in ] 842. 
He was one of the most learned as well as libf'ral 
expounders of the eanons of the Romanish faith, 
and became the first bishop of the diocese of Geor

gia and the Carolinas. 'V. H. England, the 
fatlJer of Chal'lE's 'Y., settled at Brownsvllle, then 
the county seat of Prairie County, Ark., emigrat 
iug from his home in Georgia. A man of more 
than ordinary attainments, he became at once onE' 
of the leading citizens. and was elected firRt coun 
ty treaSUler and circuit clerk, which pORition he 
waR occupying at the time of his death, ill 1861. 
Charles \V. England was born at Brownsville, 
Ark., February 28, 1858, and received RUC~ eLlu 
cational advantages as the primitive days afforded. 
'Vhf'n fourteen years of age he began the battle 
of life for himself, and though conscious or pos
sessing but the rudiments of an education. with 
untiring zest he applied himself to his task, deter 
mined to succeed. Commencing as a common 
laborer) he saved from his scanty earnings enough 
to acquire opportunities for learning that could 
be had in the district schoob, afterward supple 
menting this course with an attendance at the 
University of Virginia. He had also spent some 
time at Emery and Hpnry College. In 1'),] he 
entered upon the ~tndy of law nndE>r the enicient 
instruction of JudgE" Henry C. Caldwell, at Little 
Rock, and was admitted to the bar in l\Iay of 
] 8~2, oefOl'e the supreme court of the 8tate. He 
at once hegan the practice of his pTulessioll at 
Little Hock, becoming a member of the law firm 
of England & Gibbon, and it was not long before 
his ahility and learned knowledge of the law were 
rf'cognizeil. In 18~:i Mr. England formed a part
nen;hip with his brother, the finn being tlwn in 

corporated as John C. & C. W. England. In the 
year 1887 he became a~.,ociated with J obn U. 
England & Co., ah.,tractors and dealers in real 
estate, at Lonoke, the interebts of which firm are 
widespread. 1\I1'. Ellgland has Laken an active 
part in the progrE>ss and upbuilding of this place, 

,.. 

auel the city OWfiS much to him for its rapid 
growth and pro:-3perity, Hnd toe prominence to 
which it has attnitted. He is secretary of the 
hcLool board, and 008 of the organizers and presi 
dpntR of thp Bank of Lonoke, also a member of 
and ottorney for the Lonoke Building & Loan As
sociation. In hocieties be is identified wlth the K. 
of P. In December, 18S2, Mr. England was 
ullited in marriage with Miss Jennie Philbrick, a 
native of Tennessee, who came with her parents to 
Arkansas. She is a cultured and refined lad) 1 mak 
ing hosts of friends in the various circles which she 
enters. ~1r. England's home is an ideal one, such 
cordiality and hospitality always prevailing as givec; 
assurance of welcome. Here, surrounded by de 
served comfort, he lives in the enjoyment of nni 
verSed esteem. 

Albert G. England, of the firm of A. G. Eng 
land & Co., dealers in general merch andise, etc., 
is the son of ,y illiam H. and Lavinia England, 
and was born in Lonoke County, Ark., in 18GB. 
[For biography of parents, see sketch of John C. 
England, elsewhere in this volume. ] At the age of 
fourtf'en years, Albert G. began life for himself, 
entering upon a mercantile career as salesman in 
Devall's Bluff, Ark., but three years later he re 
turned to Lonoke, and in November, of 1875, be 
came established in mercantile business at Lonoke, 
which he is still conducting with manifest success. 
In 188t the firm of A. G. Eugland & Co. entered 
their elegant brick block, the finest in this place, 
erected at a CaRt of $12,000. 1\1r. England is 
president of the Lonoke Building & Loan Asso 
ciation of Lonoke, and a sto(' kholder in the Bank 
of Lon oke and the Lonoke Hotel. In 1~7 -t his 
marriage with Mi::.s Lucy H. Goodrum, was com
summated. Mrs. England is a native of Arkan
sas, and a descendant of one of the early pioneers 
of this region. To them haA heen born a family 
of five children, one Bon and four daughters. The 
family worship at the Methodist Epi~copal Chluch, 
in which Mr. England is hteward, also being 811 

periutendent of the Sunday sellOOl. He favors the 
Delllocratic party with his vote, anu is a Knight 

of Pythias, Knight of Honor, and belongs to the 
Kuights 'remplar, Little Rock Lodge. 



Dr. John P. Fletcher. It is no disparagement 
to others to say that Dr. Fletcher is one of the 
county' B most prominent physicians and surgeons. 
A native of Rutherford County, Tenn., he wa" born 
in December, 18:27, being the son of John D. and 
Oatherine H. (Featherstone) Fletcher. John D. 
Fletcher came originally from Georgia. and when a 
lad of seven years accompanied his parents to Ten 
nessee, of which 10C'ality they were among the ear 
liest settlers. The Fletcher family are of English 
extraction, and the first member in this country set
tIed in Virginia, at an early day. Th.. father of 
the subject of this sketch was a man of more than 
ordinary brilliancy and scholarly attainments, and 
devoted his attention to the practice of law. In 
1837, during the Seminole "\Yar, he was captain of 
a company of volunteers from Hutherford Oounty, 
Tenn., and after the close of that struggle, the 
people elected him representative of their county. 
Later he was made senator from Lincoln and 
Franklin Counties, and died in 1850 while a mem 

bel' of that body. His widow now lives with her 
son, John P., and is in her eighty.third year. 
John P. received all the advantages for an educa
tion that were to be had in his J oung days, and in 
1844 accepted the position of assistant teachpr in 
Lowndes County, Ala. His boyhood's ambition was 
to be a physician, and having determined to make 
that study his life's profession, in 1848 he began 
reading medicine, and pursued his studies at the 
University of Louisiana, in which he has twice 
matriculated, He graduated in 1~n3 from the 
Chm ity Hospitall\Iedical Oollege of New Orleans, 
and it was there that h8 received, during his hos 
pital practice, the knowledge of the science of 
surgery and medicine, which has made his career 
so peculiarly succesRful. After having practiced his 
profession in Mississi ppi for some time, he moyed 
with his family to Arkansas, locating in Lonoke 
(then Pnlaski) Oounty, and afterward settled in 
Butler Township, Lonoke County, where he re 
sided until 1889. then coming to the village of 
Lonoke. In June, 1845, Dr. Fletcher was mar 
ried to l\IisR l\Iary A. Cooper, a native of South 
Carolina, who died in 1873 leaving ten children. 

seven sons and three daughtors. His second mar·j 
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ringe occurl'E'd in 187..! to J\Iiss )Iartha J. Gamble. 
She survived until 187ft rrhe Doctor chose for 
his third wife, Miss Permeli a E. Gamble. Of 
the Mix children resulting from this union, four 
sonR and two daughters are living: John D. (a 
well known Baptist minister in the county), 'Vill
iam P. (a resident of Lonoke, who has served a<; 
sheriff of tbe county eight years. also representing 
it, and is the present State senator in the State 
legislature from Lonoke and Prairie Counties), 
Thomas:;\1. (denti..,t, at Lonoke. a graduate of 
the Baltimore College of Dental Surgery), Burl A. 
(a physician and druggist at Augusta. Ark.. and a 
graduate of Bellevue Medical College of New 
York), l\lary Catherine (wife of A. F. Huntsman, 
ex postmaster of Lonoke, and a son of Adam 
Huntsman, the successful opponent of Davy OroC'k
ett, of Tennessee) and Susan J. (wife of E. S. 
Lee, of Lincoln Oounty.) In politics the Doctor 
is a Democrat. He is an enterprising and ambi 
tions citizen, and is a member of the Masonic ha
ternity. He is also president of the Lonoke 
Oounty Board of l\Iedical Examiners, and with his 
family worships at the Baptist Ohurch. 

Hon. "\Yilliam P. Fletcher is too well known by 
the people of this section to need a formal intra 
duction, and it is only proper to assume that this 
volume would be incomplete without a short sketch 
of his life. Born in "Mississippi, Yazoo Oounty, 
in 184:8, he is the son of Dr. John P. and :l\Iary A. 
(Oooper) Fletcher, reference to whom is made else 
where in these pages. "\Yilliam P. remained at 
home until his twentieth year. enjoying those 
advantages for an education that the primitiye 
schools of the period offered. In 1bG~ he came to 
Arkansas in company with his brother. and 10catec1 
near Lonoke, in what was then Prairie Oonnty, 
"\",here he engaged as a farm laborer. In the fall 
of I80R hI? setned at Lonok8, there being tenc1ered 
the position to teaC'h the first school in tbe place, 
which offer he accepted. He then engagecl as a 
clerk in a mercantile establisbment. and in ] R7:2 
became a member of the firm of Fletcher &, Son, 
where he carried on the drug business for the fol 
lowing five years, In September, 1878, he was 

elected sheriff of Lonoke County. amI served in t 
~-r------------------'-r 
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that c~lpacity until August, 1'-)1..,6, when he re~igned 
to eIlter upon the duties of Htatt>c henator, to which 
he had been electecl from tlw Twelfth distrirt uf 
Arkansas, compm;ed uf the CO\1nties uf LOlloke awl 

Prairie. This position Mr. Fletcher held with 
decided credit to himself and honor to his cow,tit
uents for a term of four years. III IH81lw became 
one of the firm of John C. England & Co. The 
year ] ~12 witnessed his marriage to l\1iss Ella A. 
Beard, a native of Moscow, Tenn., who caIlle to 
Arkansas with her parents. Seven cbihlren have 
been born of this nnion, of whom two son~ and 
one daughter are now living. Mr. and Mrs. 
Fletcher belong to the Baptist Church, in which 
the former is deacon. He is an influential mem
ber of thR school board, a member and Pafit Master 
of Lonuke lodge, A. F. & A. lVI., Fin,t Chancellur 
Commander of the Knights of Pythias, and charter 
member of the Knights of Honor, having lwen 
instrumental in establishing the lodge IlPre. 

J allJes lH. Furr, liveryman of Lonoke, is a na 
tive of Arkansas, born in Brown~ville, August 18, 
1'S-17, and is the oluest of three children in the 
family of John A. and Mary A. (Long) FUlT, na 
tives of North Carolina. They came to Arkansas 
about 18-1() and locateJ at Brownsville, then the 
county seat of Prairie County, the family being old 
settlers in this region; the first memher here was 
Daniel FUlT, the grandfather of the subject of tbi1:l 
sketch. He walked from North Carolina to AI' 
kansas, and after raising a crop, retnrnell the same 
way. After his father's death, which occurrecl in 
18;:);:), James 1\1. assumed the management of the 
farm, and continned that occupation nutil after the 
war, following which he engaged in stage driving 
in Southwestern Arkansas, driving over ~onthern 
Arkansas, Texas and the Indian Tel'1itory. In 
1874: 1\11'. FUrl" returned to Lonokp (lnll then· lilar 
ried l\1rs. H. P. RaineH, of Memphis, Tellll., fur 
merly l\liF.5 Sallie Darwill BiHhop. He re8umecl 
farming for a short time after hi::; marriagE'll lmt in 
187V moved to Lonoke and estauli:-.hed himself in 
the livery bUF;ines~, since contiuuing that occupa
tion with very gratifying success. He built the 
first livery stable in Lonoke, and is, in fact, a pia 
neer in that branch of trade. He has had several 
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partnerf::" the firm at one time ueing known as FUlT 

&, England, but in 199V thp name was changed to 
Fun k Kline, as at IH'C's8ut constituteu. The brick 
block built by Mr. FUlT, in 1~87, is a very fine 
:--.tructure, and the only thn-le Htory brick building 
in thA city. In politlcs Mr. Fun votes the Demo 
Cl'at1c ticket, but ifl not an enthusiast. Mrs. Furr 

is a member of the l\Iethudist Episcupal Church, 
and is active in all workfl of a eharitable and henev 
alent nature. Mr. Furr bas served as a member 
of the town council. and exercises no little intln
enc~ Rocially, and ill a business capacity. Himself 
and wife are the parents of fonr children, of whom 
three sons survived: Harry Lee, John l\I. and 
Daniel 0.; Oharles Irwin being deceased. 

Benjamin J. Galloway, dosely identified with 
the affairs of Oaroline Township, as one of its 
leading farmers, was born in Darlington Oounty, 
S. C., l\Iay 10, ]8-10, to the union of Nathan and 
Hannah (Meigs) Galloway, also natives of that 
State. 'rhe father was born in 1816, and is still 
a resioent of Darlington County, bis wife also sur 
vlvmg. They were the parents of eight children: 
pJ ohn (deceased), George, Thoma~ (deceased), Mary, 
Benjamin (the principal of this sketch), Sarah) 
Frank and :\Iack. Benjalllin Galloway came to 
this county in 18()8, and was married here 011 De 
cember 2~, 1875, to Miss Alice Raglan<.l, a Ten 
nesseean by birth, where she was born J uue 4-. ] '::552. 
She is the daughtE'l' of Alvin and l\Iatilda (Robert 
son) Ragland. and has borne her husband six. chil 
dren: Clarence A., ,yilliam K .. Freueric B.. Jolm 
C., Carl C. and Nellie ]\!. l\1r. Galloway has a 
fine farm of .J.73 acres, ] 7;:) of which are un(ler 
cultivation. E:xcellent buildings, and a fine apple 
orchard of t hrel? acres, and a lwach orchard which 
ii':> nparly as large; indicate thl:' pre'iellCe of thrift 
anel energy. Himself and wife are melllbel"~ of 
the Ola 8cl1001 Presbyterian Chllrch. l\Ir. Gallo
way belongs tu the Kuights of Honor and the 
County \\"heel. He is OIle of the foremost Delllo 
rrats of the ('ounty in political mattt'rs. 

James M. Gatpley OWE'S his nativity to Madison 
Connty, Tt'nn., where he was born J auuary ~l, 

1820. being the f',on of John and Hebecca (Watts) 
Gateley, natives of North Carolina and Tenne~see, t 

,.. , ~F 
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respectively. John Gate18y relll0ved to the latter sequently they removed to what is now ThIarshall 

State when ten years of age, with his rather. ,rill County. Miss., long bf'fore the Indialls haJ been 

iam Gateley, who was one of it::> pioneers (the sent out of that :State, the aborigines forming 

western portion). He (John) served as magistrate their only liPighbors for some years, and the little 

and also as commissioner or 5cho018 of Madison Indian boys were at first the sole playmates of 
County, where he died February 1o, 1,1)51. His James E. He thus becam8 more proficient ill the 
wife departed this life in 1844, having become the Indian dialt'ct than in his own language. As 
mother of seven children, rour or whom are still there were no schools in the country ror him to at 
living. Buying the oIel homestead, James 1\1, re tend he received hi5 early education rrom bis 
sided npon it until the fall or 1839, when he moved mother, a woman of more than Ol'dinary talents 
to Arkansas and located in Lonoke Connty, pur and attainments, and had reached his eighteenth 
chasing a quarter section of land. In 1803 be yeu.r before he entered a school. After prepal'a 
enlisted in Col. Hill's cavalry, of the Confederate tion at a private institution of learuing he attpncled 
service, in which he served until the ('lose of the and graduated from the -Cniver<;ity or Mississippi, 
war, participating in the battles or Pilot Knob. in 1853. following which he at once turned his 
Jefferson Oity, Boonville. Independence, West attention to the legal profession, and began his 
port and a numbeI' or others, besides being on studies at Holly Springs, under the guidance and 
Price's raid through Thlissouri. He was wounded care-ful instruction of Clapp & Strickland. being 
four times, one shot in the leg l)reaking the bone. admitted to thE' bar in 1834. 'Vith intelligence
After the war he returned hOlle, to find that war and keen roresight he saw the future greatne-ss of 
had wrought terrible devastation and caused much Arkansas as a State, and deciding to become one 
destitutlon. ThIr. Gateley was married December of its citizens, he accordingly located at Des Arc. 
22, 1851, to Mary Jane Lovel, who lived only a -Cpon the outbreak of the war he enlibteu. in Com 
~hort time. He then married the second time, pany A, Gen. Clehurne' s regiment. Arkansas 
October 1. 11:\57. Loumisor Howell, or rrennessee State troopt-,o was commis~ioned captain and served 
hirth. They are the parents of seven children, until the close of the war, at which time he was 
living: Tennessee, Sasander (thE' wife of David acting in the capacity of colone-I. He participated 
'Villey), Rebecca J. (wire of J. J. Vess), Sidney J., in all the principal engagements in Arkansas and 
Henry, ThIaud and Samllel. They also had eight ThIissouri during the three last } ears, and was in 
children who died in childhood. ThIr. Gateley now charge of the COlil missary and quarterlllaster de 
owns over GOO acres of land. in three tracts, one pal·tments. At the cessation of hostilities he 
or 120 acres in Pulaski County, ]04: acres in Lo returned to Des Arc, and from 1S;)U to 11361, was 
noke Oounty, and the balance in the old home mayor of the town. In Ibl'S he was elected to 
stead. He and his wife are both members of the represent the Fourth district of Arkansas in the 
Christian Ohurch. The former has been a member State senate. A man of recognized ability as a 
of thE' Thlaeonic order since 180~), in which he holds lawyer anu. jurist. he bas often served in special 
the office or Past Master. He has contributed lib cases as judge of the circuit conrt. and in ISSI' 
erally to the county's progress and development, acted as special judge or the supreme court. ~Ir. 

and has gained the confidence and esteem of all. Gatewood resided at Des Arc until 1'3S8. when he 

j 

HOD.•James, E. Gatewood is a prominent mem moved to Lonoke, his pre"lent place of resiliencp, 
bel' of the legal fratermty, and a citizell or Lonoke, He has bepn tlVice manieu. his first wife being 
whose popularity and respect is universal. He Thliss Yirginia Brock. a nativp of Tennessee. to 
was born in Henderson County. Tenn., May 2S, whom he was united in 1'351'. In 1~66 he married 
]832, being the son of 1'homas and Elizaheth JHiss Anna C. Richmond, originally frDm ThIissiti 
(Trice) Gatewood, of North Carolina nativity, who sippi. by whom be has had eight children, of 

l.emigrated to Tennessee at an early period. Snb whom three sons and three daughters suryive. 

l . 
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Mr. Gatewood is a plE'a"lant and agrepahle gfmtle 
man, a lawyer of learning and infhwIlce, and a 
man of sterling integrity. He comes of a family 
in whom are bleOllE'cl the noblest trait:., of clmractel:, 
and himself manifests thE' uprightness and Lonedy 
of illustrious ancestors. His pubIlc recurd Las 
been untarnished, while in the humbler walks of 
life, as a private citizen, he has demonstrated his 
sound wisdom, dignity and true manliness. Hp 
has always been at the front in matters that tend 
to the advancement of the country and people, 
and he and his family enjoy the esteem of an who 
know them. . 

Samuel Gingle, farmer and fruit grower, of 
Caroline Township, was born in York District, 8. 
C., in January, 1827, and was the sun of Lee and 
Delia (Darwin) Gingle, originally from North ann. 
South Carolina, respectively. Samuel' 8 mother 
died when he was a small boy, leaving five otbel' 
chil<lren, of whom he is the only one now living. 
Coming to Lonoke County, Ark., about ]854-, be 
remained herE' until the breaking out of the war, 
when he enliRted in the Confederate service in 
September. ]861, in Company B, of the Fourth 
Arkansas Battalion. He wa"> in the battles of 
Richmond (Ky. J. Ohickamauga, l\lurfreesboro and 
at Atlanta, where, July 2'3, 18f)4, he was shot 
through the left hand, then receiving his discharge 
on aC'count of disability. Heturning to South Car 
olina, he rpmained until near the close of bORtili 
ties, subsequently rejoining his regiment, aDd S8rV 

iug throughout the war, after which Le returned. 
to Arkansas. :Mr. Gingle wa") marriE'c1 abont IbGU, 
to N annie L. Ohi~om, a widow, whose maiden name 
was Tune. They are the parents of four children. 
three only now living: Anna, Samuel and Susan. 
Mr. Gingle has a fine farm of 100 acre"), forty of 
which are under cultivation, his large orcbard of 
some seven acres, besideR a tract of ahout one acre 
in strawberries, forming prominent features of the 
place. He is a prominent Democrat awl a Royal 
Arch :Mason. 1\Irs. Gingle and children are mem 
bel' of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

James '\'. Glover, by industry, ecouomy and 
persevering determination. has attained to a place 
as one of thE' leading farmers of Lonoke County. 

,. 
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rrho son of John and Elizabeth (Parker) Glover, 
he was born in North Carolina, July 2..t., Hl22. 
John Glover's birth also OCCUlTE'd in North Oam 
lina, ,June 80, 17DS, and tbore he WaR reared awl 
eJucated, marrying :'I1iss Parker. To this union were 
given fifteen children, eleven hoys and four girls. 
After his wife's death. which o('curred in 184-l1, 
Mr. Glover emigrated to Tennessee. and was there 
married to Elizabeth Kirby, in .Jannary, HlMI. tlhe 
died in December, 1816, lea\'illg one child. Emily 
Kirby. a sister of his second wife, becamp the third 
1\Irs. Glover in June. 1847, and to them werE' bOl'n 
two children, who died in infancy. Mrs. Glover sur 
vivecl until 1848, and Mr. Glover cLose for his fourth 
wife Mrs. Silvia (Piercy) Allen, who at her death 
in 1884- left two children. He was a carpenter by 
occupation, as well as a brickrnason and a farmer, 
owning about 160 acres of excellent land. He em 
igrated to Arkansas in ]t)52, and was a member 
of the 1\Iasonic order. his wife being a communicant 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. James"\Y . 
Glover was educato(l in North Oarolina, ana there 
married, February 1G, ]844, Miss Madha Lassiter. 
To this union were borIl six children, tbl'ee boys 
and three girls: Rf'lbecca U., :l\Iartha A., ,rilliam 
C., Elizabeth, James 1\1. and John H. 1\'11'8. Glover 
dipd in July, 185G, and 1\11'. Glover chose for his 
second and present wifp :Mal'y Jane Langford. their 
marriage being consummated December 27, 1&5'7. 
This nnion has been blessed with three children: 
t;arah J., Lucy 1\1. and an infant (deceased). 1\1r. 
Glover is a successful farmer, and owns 300 acres 
of land with 100 under a high state of cultivation. 
Himself and wife are members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and he has held the office of 
magistrate for several years. An bonE'st and en 
terprising citizen, he lenus his earnE'st support to 
all movements for the advancement of the county. 

John E Glover needs no introduction to the 
readers of the pre:-;ent volume, his position as one 
of the well known bUAiness men of Lonoke having 
given him extended acquaintance. He is a native 
of North Carolina, born in Northampton OomIty 
January 2f), 1~4G, and was the son of ,Yilliam H. 

and :l\Iary (Brister) Glovpr. They came to Arkan t 
sas in 1%2, an<llocated in Eagle Township, P:'p 
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TIe (now Lonoke) County, being among the early 
settler~ of that l'E'gion. In a family of eleven chil 
dren John E. is the tLird in order of hirth. He 
remained with hi.,; parents until of age, and 01> 
tainecl snch advantages for schooling as were to be 
had at that time. 'Yhen twenty one years old he 
began hfe for himself, and having always displayed 
a natural tendency toward mechanic.." adopted that 
hade as his profession, and has made a Sllccess of 
it in every way. In 1g~, he settled in Lonoke. 
having removeu from Butlerville at that timE', 
where he has been engaged in ginning an<1 millillg. 
He has followed that work in various parts of the 
country, and is the in ventoI' and patentee of an 
improved threshing and cleaning machine, also the 
inventor of an improved self tramping, compound 
cotton press. In 188U Mr. Glover built his pres
E'nt cotton gin and saw·mill, manufacturing all his 
own lumber for the pnrpose. In 18n, he was mar 
ried to :Miss Berthena E. Furlow, a native or AI' 
kansas. At her dE'ath, which occurred in 1&,0, 
she le-ft one daughter, Lu Elen (now ~Irs. Ed 
J\Ierts). and she resides in Trigg County. Ky. 
On ~Iarch 22, 18,0, ~Ir. Glover bok for his second 
wife, Miss Lucy A. Cochran, of Lonoke County, 
and to them we-re horn three snns and one daugh 
te-r. Mrs. Glover's death occurred in 1883, and in 
188+ l\Ir. Glover was married to his pre-sent wife, 
1\1iss Annie L. Neeley, of Arkam;as. They are 
members in high standing in the ~lethodist Church. 
to which he has belonged since his seventeenth 
year, and he is also a member of the Grange. :Mr. 
Gloyer has the faculty of comman<-ling respect 
wherevpr he goes, and is esteemed by all who know 
him. 

Henry C. Glovpr. Lonoke Oounty is fortunate 
in having in its midst such men as the subjed of 
this sketch, who give material aid to the advance· 
ment of the community and its genE'ral growth. 
He was born in Tennpssee. in February, 1~30, his 
father, John Glover, owing his nativity to North 
Carolina, where he was born on June 30, flUS, 
was educated in his naHve State. amI there mar 
ried his first wife, Elizabeth Parker, who bore him 
a family of fifteen children, tl) ing August 26, 18-13. 
He then went to Tennessee, where he became wed 

ded to Elizabeth Kirby, in January, ] Fl4-(). One 
child was born to this marriage. the mother dying 
Decembel' a, 1S4-(). In June of the folluwing 
) ear, he wa" married to Emily Kirby, a sister to 
bis second wife. A family of two children hles"ed 
this union, both dying in infancy. 1\11'. Glover 
died in February, 1&4-8, and in August of the saUle 
year, Mr. Glove-r married Silvia (Piercey) Allen. 
By this marriage he became the father of two 
children. His last wifp was a member of the
l\Iethodi"t Church. dying in 1 '-lSi. He was a car 
penter, brickmason and fanner by occnpation, and 
socially was a member of the l\Iasonic orde-r. He 
moved to Arkansas in H352, and owned about laO 
acres of land. Henry O. was educated in Lonoke 
County, where on ~Iarch 21, 1sao, he married 
Lucinda Goad, the daughter of Young and Eliza 
beth Goad. Nine children have been given them: 
\Villiarn E., Sarah E., George S., James F., ~Iary. 
Joseph D., John, DodoI' P. and Albert R. Mr. 
Glover is a farmer and a steam mill and cotton gin 
owner, possessing about 330 acres of excellent 
land, with 125 acres under cultivation. He has 
held the office of constable for two year:-,. ::;,erving 
his township credit?bly and honorably His wife 
is a member of the ~lethodist Ohurch. 

John Claborne Goodrum, Sr. The pE'ople of 
Northern Scotland aIHl England have gained a 
world wide reputation and haye become famous 
for their sterling integrity antl determination of 
purpose. Among those who long ago sought 
homes in the new world was a representative of 
those hardy Northern people who, settling in 
America, has b'ansmitted to his descendants (the 
present members of the Goodrum family) all the 
true traits of character of the Scotch English race. 
George Goodrum was born in Yirginia, and grew 
to manhood in the Old Dominion, where he mar 
ried Lucy H. Oocke, a native of the same State. 
Soon after their marriage tbey llloyed to Alabama. 
and there rec.,ic1ed until their death. One of the 
children born to them was John C. Goodrum, the 
subject of this brief sketch. He was ye-ry young 
at the time of hi., parents' deatIJ, and in 1'-l32. wben 
only sixteen years old, came to Arkansas in com 

pally with his brother, William GOOdl'1llD. a leading 
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citi~en of this couuty, Rnd who held during his 
li£E'tim~\ ma.ny p(),;itions of tru~t and honol'. The 

brothers locat.ed in that part of Lonoke now known 
as Goodrum Township. The CDuntry at that time 
was an unbroken wildernoss, no ax had leveled the 
giant trees of thl';! crowded grovE's; willI beast~ io
habitBd the entire l't'giOll) and thel,w l'rlwitiv8 

freebohlers eyed with <1isma.v this encl'oachn18ut 
upon their native wilds by harJy white men who 

dared brave the dangers and I:>ufferecl tho privtltions 
incident to a pioneer life, in order to build up for 
thpmselvefl a hOllle, Amidst snch sceneR as these 
John U. Goodrum grew t.o manhood, and it was in 
these early strnggles that he laid the foundation 
for the resolute and sterling integrity that has at 
hmded his H1.1bsequent life. His education waR 

limited as the facilities for schooling were far from 
satisfactory at that period. Indeed he was con 
sidm'eel fortunate who had the opportunity of at 
tending the district school fOl" a fElW month:'! after 
thp busy se-aSOD was paRt, and many a night diii 
young Goodrum spend poring over his spelling 
book by the light of a burning pine knot. He 
hegan as a farmpr, first renting land that he worked, 
bnt by proppr appli~atioIl of bLl~ioess principle3, 

gaillPc1 from necesslty in eu.r1y days, and by his 
own personal energy he has ac('umnbted a bounti 
ful supply of this worlo.'s goods, his possessions in 
real E'f'tate alone including over 5,000 acres· In 

1861 J\.Ir. Goodrum enlisted ilL a compROY rai8ed 

by hii-> brother at Brownsville. anG waR soon after 
the enlistment appointeu qnarterma"lter. The 
company bpcame a part of Pleasant's regiment, 
but at the battle of Prairi €' Grove Gell. }'lemlaut 

was killPel. and tile command was n,ftNwaru known 
us Bell's rI:.giment. In 1Hfil ~lr. Goodrum was 
commissioned captain and sprved until the rlose of 
the war, being mnstf'l'eJ out ill May, 1~(}3, at 
1HaTSllall, Te-x, In uno h~ lo(:ated in L()t1oko, 

whpre he e-ngagea io nwrcallti]p pnrhl1itR fOl eleven 

years, llnd in 1S8G established the livery hu~ine-~8, 
which be i':i Htill conducting. He has always takt'll 
an active interest in mattpls pertaining to thfl ad 

l'allCPJ1)ent and weHal'~ of thE' COllntry~ and has 

held many positioIl~ of tnFlt ana honor. HI" has 

served hot.h as mayor and alaerman in tLe town of 

,. 


Lonoke>, and has for years OCE'li an active member 
of Ulf" board of l'll1l1ic c(lncation. He L8 Past 
Mnst£'l' of Lonoke Lodgp No. f'"d, A. F. &, A. M., 
au(1 for ),C'ars was chairman of the connty Demo
cratic committee. He has been twice mauied; 
his fir~t wifp wal'! MisR Rarah Adams, a native of 
Tuunesseo, who camr with UBI' parf'nts to Arkan 
sas in 183~. Their marriage was eowmmmated in 
1'159, the relation being broken by Mn.,. Gcodrum's 
death in 11382. She left four SOIlR and thr€'e 

daughters. In 1"8-4- lUI'. GoodruJJJ was united in 
marrirtge with Mrq. lela Staggs, ~nd to them bas 
been born Olle chilcl, a daughter. 1\lr. and Mrs. 
Goodrum are esteemed members of the l\lethorlist 
Episcopal Church, t?njoying tbt' friendship of all. 
He is in every sense of t.he tE'nn a self made man, 
and his success in life is a striking illustration of 
what may hE' achieved by industry, economy and 

determined purposo, furnishing a wholesome ox 
ample to the rising generation. 

John O. Gvodrnm, Jr., of the firm of A. O. 
England & Co" Rnd a man of influenco and promi
nellt worth, is the son of Capt. vVilliam and Caro

line E, (Townsend) Goodnun, both natives of Ten
n('~see. Upon comiug to Arkansas thf')' located in 
wLat i:; now Goudrum Township, whero tLe father 
b€'caroe known as one of the f'arliest f>ettlers. being 
highly respected and esteemed by the entire com
munity. In] bOO he organized a company or 
militia, of which- he was CQrnmiS8iulled captain~ 

and during his life served many times in positions 

of honor and trust, among which was that of clerk 
of both Prairie anu Lonoke Counties, ano. he was 
clerli~ of the latter cOllnty at tlH' time of hi.s death, 
which oc.c.ulTC'd Octoher 13, J88G. In u family of 
I'5Pv(>n childreu John C., Jr., is the second in. ordp!, 

of l)irth. Born in Lonoke County, Ark., April 30, 
1~;-)5, hp rC'mailwd at home witL his parelltR until 

of a.g-<:', and in lb" enter~d tllEl Valld1?Tuilt Ulli 

vl:'rslty at Na~b,·iJlp, where be remailHHl three 

years. Aftpl' leaving ,college he ret,l1rtled to Lo 

nokf> awl embarkeu in tho lllercHntilE' bl.1f:,iness, 

awl iu January, 1S83, became a mE'mbElT of the 

firm of A. G, Engla.nd k Co. Dp-cem1wf 2-1, 1~']U) 


~lL Goodrum was married to l\1iss Belle E. Dangh 

try, a nativE' of Tennessee, who came with her 
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parents to Arkan'las when a child. To them have 
been born a family of thre8 childron, Olle SOll and 
two daughters. l\lr. Goodrum is Dictator in the 
Knights of Honor, being also a member of LOllok(' 
Lodge No. 51, A. F. &, A. M., and the Chapter, 
also the KnightR of Pythias. With his wife he 
belongs to the 1\Iethoc1ist Episcopal Chnrch. He 
is a member and stockholder in the I,olloke Build 
ing &, Loan Association, and also treasurer of the 
same, berving in adl1ition as trear--urer of the town 
of Lonoke. At the organization of the military 
company in Lonoke, in 1887, namAU after its dis 
tinguished citizen, the present Governor of Arkan
sas, the .' Eagle Guards," 1\lr. Goodrum was 
elected captain, which po<;ition he filled satisfac
torily to his superior officers and in a manuel' to 
make him very popular with his inferiors. This, 
at the time, was consiuered quite an honor, 
especially as Capt. Goodrum was one of the young
est men in the company. The Eagle Guards never 
having been regularly mustered out, may yet be 
considered as a part of the State troops, and there
fore the Rubject of this sketch is now a regularly 
commissioned and acting captain of the Arkansas 
State Guards. 

\Y. G. Graham 1S also nurubt'red amoug the 
experienced and well known planters of Lonoke 
County. Originally from Tippah County, l\Iiss., 
he wa'3 born June 16, 18()0, anu is the ::;on of Sam 
ueI and Harriett Graham. Samuf'l Graham was 
born in South Carolina, May lB. 1802, where he 
received his education, and afterward moved to 
JHississippi, in 11:)340, there meeting and marrying 
Mrs. Portis, an estimable WOlllan. 'ro this union 
three children were born, two boys and one girl. 
At the timp of his dt'ath, which occurred Septelll 
her 23, 1 SI";>, hp was the owner of ] ()O acres of 
valuable land in 1\Iissi'-lc,ippi. His widow stillliv(~R. 
and is now l"Psiding with her SOIL ,r. G. was eel 
uea.ted in Mis}'isHippi, ana tlwre }parued the car 
penter' ~ trad€'. February 8, 1~~D, he was married 
to l\IisR Auuie Ruffill, daughter of Tholllas and 
Parlie Ruffin. 1\11'. Graham is a very ~mccessfnl 
farmer, and also work:; at his trad(:' to SOllie \:'xtent, 
hlt not to the detriment of his agricultural inter 
ests. It contains abont eighty acres, and iR put to 
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the best aJvantagf>, yieIJing crops much in "'Kces"! 
of farms of larger proportions. Mr. Gralwffi has 
beeu a l\iason for about threp years, and himself 
and wife are lllemberB of the Methodist Episcopal 

Church. 
Jacob H. Gray has bepn a resident of Arkan

saR since fonr years of age, a period of time suf
ficiently long to giVE> him an extensive acquaint
ance. He is a native of Williamson County, Tpnn., 
where he waR born February 10, 182U, being a 
son of Thomas 'V. and Sally (Htone) Gray, of the 
same county. Th€'y emigrated to Arkansas in 
1824, bllt remained only a short time, thE>u return
ing to Tennes"lee. Four years later they moved 
to Kentucky and located in Calloway County, 
where they resided about four year",. In 1833 
they moved to Arkansas, landing in :l\1arch of that 
year, at the old Bayou 1\leta bridge, twelve miles 
east of Little Rock, where Mr. Gray opened up a 
farm. He took an active part in politics and held 
several local offices, dying in 1R32, at the age of 
fifty tb rp8 yearR. His wife survived him nine 
) ears and died at the age of fifty four, leaving 
eight children, two of whom are '3till living: Jacob 
R. (our subject) and :IUary C. The six deceased 
an': \Yilliam C. (who was a soldier in the Mexican 
,Yar, and died in 1830), Sarah E., James S. (who 
died in the Confederate arIllY in ] b()4) , Handsel 
\Vo, Nancy J. (married Isaac C. Hicks, anu who 
dieu. in 18()3) and Cisila Ann (married John 
Calahan, and died in 1~86). Jacob R. Gray had 
very little opportunity to acqnirp an education, 
and what he did receive was at country schools, 
the finlt ta~lght by James Runyan. At the age of 
nineteen he commenced farming for himself near 
where he now lives. In 18B1 he puli",ted in the 
Confederate army, ill Capt. Gantt'R company, aml 
was Hoon after transfene<1 to a eavalry company 
l..111dpr Capt. King, serving most of his time in the 
Second Al'kaw-ms Mounted Rifle'l, cOllllllalHletl by 
Gov. Eagle. Mr. Gray was wounded at Frallidin, 
Tenn., November 30, ] \64:, ill the right h'g, b<.:'Iow 
the knee, causing amp1..ltatioll; and was also sLot 
tlll"ough the left arm at the RamI" tinlf', but not as 
seriOllsly. He \Va..; captnred a -;hort tilllP after 

that battle and carried to Camp Chase, Ohio. where 
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he was helel until June 13, lRG3, then bping rE'· 
leased. While a soldier he held the office of ser 
geant- major, and participated in all the battlps of 
the Georgia pampaign up to thE' tiille of his capt 
ure. AftE'r the close of th(, war llf' returned 
home, where he arrived June 22, 18GG. He was 
appointed Rheriff of Prairie COUllty, in September 
of that YE'ar, by Gov. Murphy. and the following 
year was elected to that officp, but was put out of 
office in 18GS by the reconstruction act. Browns
ville, the former county seat of Prairie County, in 
18()O had a population of 1,000, a good court 
house and jail, several churches, schools, 1vlasonic 
and I. O. O. F. halls, etc., but was pretty well 
destroyed during the war. ·When the COllllty spat 
was changed, the place continued to go down, and 
now only exists in memory as the former site of 
Brownsville. Mr. Gray was marriel1 in 18(n to 
Jane A. S. Evans, a native of North Carolina, who 
died in 1S82, leaving a family or three children 
living: Arthur R., Mary E. and Joseph G. Those 
deceased were Thomas W., James 'V., ·William G. 
and Salome A. 1\1r. Gray was married thf' second 
time to Eugenia 1\lunlin, originally from North 
Carolina. Her mother is now deceased, but hf'r 
father livE'S in this State, and has eight children, 
seven of whom survive. Mr. and Mrs. Gray are 
the parents of one son, Henry S. ThE'y are both 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
the former bE'longing to thE' A. F. & A. M. and 1. O. 
O. F .. and to the Knights of Honor. He is a Royal 
Arch Mason and one of the charter members of the 
lodge at Lonoke. He is a prominent DE'mocrat of 
the county, and one of its leading farmers, having 
a farID of BOO [teres of which over ;-300 are nnc1E'l' 

cultivation. 
Daniel L. Gray La!'! becomE' prOll1inent in Lo 

noke County's affairs, not alone because of his 
wE-alth, but by reason of the many estimable traits 
of character which attend his every day life. HE' 
is a native of Kentucky, and was born June lB, 
184-7, being a son of Rev. D. L. Gray, Sr., whose 
clerical fame was by no mE'anR local. The latter 
was born, reared and educatE'd in South Carolina, 
becoming a minister of the Old School Pre"lbyte 
rian Church, to which his whole life was givE'n. 

ARKANSAS. 

Hp moved to Kentucky when a young man and 
there met ano. married 1\1is"l Kate Foster, a grand
daughter of Ex Gov. Adair, she being his second 
wife. Mr. Gray was aIle of the first RettlerR in 
Jacksonport, but afterward, moving to Kentucky, 
lost hifl finlt wife. Following hiR secolld marriage 
he resi<led in the Bhw Gra'is State for Rome timE', 
going thence to Memphis, WD.l"l'E' after a short pe 
rioll moved again, this time coming to Arkansas, 
in 1933, and locating ill Des Arc. Rl"v. 1\11'. Gray 
was an able minister of the church until hi~ death, 
and his was a noble work; never thinki1lg of self, 
he was always ready to help the neE'dy, finding hiR 
highest delight in guiding others in the ",Vay of 
Life. His death, which occulTec1 in 1RG2, left a 
vacancy in the cD.urch that never could be filled. 
He also owned and managed a plantation which 
was very finely cultivated. D. L. Gray, Jr., grew 
to manhood in Prairie County, remaining with his 
father until his death, after which he continued to 
reside at home with his mother till 1872. He was 
the oldest of five children by the last marriage, 
himself and a sister. 1\lary (wife of B. S. Pillow; 
of Austin. Tex.), being the only ones now living. 
Daniel received good common school advantageD 
and was a bright, intelligent scholar, characteris
tics which marked his career in military life, also, 
for he served in the fltaff department of the army 
during the last year of the war. The old home 
place in Prairie County if) still in the possession 
of 1\Ir. Gray, and this be values very highly, not 
alone for its intrinsic worth, but for old associa 
tion's sake. In 1872 he went to Little Rock and 
E'ngaged in the grocery business, in which he was 
very successful for eleven years, enjoying a hade 
of upward of $100,000, annually (retail). April 
25, 1877, Mr. Gray was united in marriage with 
Miss Lucy J. Dodge, a daughter of Dr. R. L. 
Dodge, one of the old piolleers of the State and 
a man of influence and wealth, whose portrait ap 
pears elsewhere in this volume. Mrs. Gray was 
born and reared in Little Rock, where she received 
an excellent education in the best schools or that 
city, and in New York, where sbl" rE'mainE'd for 
two years in school. To this couple three sons have 
been born: "rilliam Dodge, Daniel, J 1"., and Clif 
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ton ,reIch, aged eh'ven, nine and six, re"peciively. 
1\11'. Gray is quite an exten~ive land owner, having 
a large farm in Richwoods Towllship and alf-lo in 
Prairie County, -!-On acres being in the latter placE'. 
and 1 )300 acres in Lonoke Connty. He O\VllS an ele
gant residence in Little Rock, where hI? now livC's. 
1\Ir. and Mrs. Gray are members of the Presbyteri 
an Church, and the former is a melll her of the K. 
of H. and K. of P. One who knows him well sa.V8: 
,. He is indeeu a worthy ~on of an honored ~ire, 
being beloved by those who know him best, and 
honored and l'espected by all for his genial quali 
ties. his friendly spirit an<1 his uTlnsnally fine 
physique and social qualities. " 

j 

Alphonse Hambel g. Not evE'Yy one who enters 
into lllercantile life makes a snccess of it: but there 
are some whose excellent bnsine'is judgment and 
straightforward manner of carrying OIl tra<1e win 
prominence and success ill commercial life. aIle 
of the leading merchants of Lonoke i~ JUl'. Ham
berg. a native of Holland, who was born ill 1\Iaest 
richt, in the Province of Limbnrgh, October 23, 
1831. His parents were 1\Ioses and Sarah (Arenz) 
Hamberg, natives of Germany. When Alphonse 
was flftE'en years old, he became a clerk in a whole 
sale dry goods bou~e, where he remained for f>omE' 
time, and during youth received all the advantages 
of a superior edllcation in the public schools and 
college of hi", native city, becoming a cultured and 
well educated mall. At the age of sixteen IlP 
entered the military schools at Kampen, and vol 
unteereJ for a period of ten years, sprving hi.., term 
of enlif,trnent, and being promotec1 to the position 
of first sergeant and clerk in the United States 
Normal ~chool, in which he wa~ instructor for two 
years. In 187'-, he emigrated to America, landing 
in the Quaker City (Phila<1elpbia), and after a few 
days started for Arkansas, locating upon arrival in 
Lonoke, and for eight yean" he wa::, a clerk in the 
stores of Daniel &, Strauss, and A. G. England & 

Co. He establiRhed his present general lllerchan. 
dise and millinery business in 1b80, in which he 
has met with the most gratifying result8, his store 
having become known thl'011ghout the country. 
His marriage with J'Uil'lS Sally Austin was consurn 
mated in 1882, and to their uniou have beeu born 

thrpe SOllS. l\11'~. Hamberg wa~ a native of Tell 
uessee, and i~ a highly accomplit,hed and attractive 
laJ) . Mr. Hamberg is a Democrat in his political 
views, and i::-; thoroughly American in all that he 
doe'>. He is a member of the K. of P. and Past 
Vice COlllrnalldPl". He come::, fI'OIll a long-lived 
race of people, his grandmother having attained 
her ninety fifth birthday at the time of her demise. 
and hie; parents are both hale and hearty at the age> 
of eighty years. They have not had an inclination 
to leave their nati re land, and consequently haye 
never crossec1 the water. 

-William T. Hamilton. one of Lonoke County'R 
younger citizens. and a man identified with the 
farming and mercantile interests of England 8ta 
tion, is a native of Florida, whel'e he was born in 
October, 1SGB, being a son of John and Sallie 
(\yplls) Hamilton. originally from Georgia and 
}Iissis::,ippi, respectively. The senior Halllilton 
was a planter of Florida. and 1llO'i pd to Arkansas 
in 1860, settling on \Yhite River, in Prairie County. 
He is now a resident of Lonoke County, and is re 
membered as an old soldier of the late war, having 
served the Confederatp army about two years. 
'Villiam T. Hamilton was reared principally in 
Prairie Connty, but started out for himself in this 
county. In 1887 he bought a farm of 120 acres, 
all in the heavy timber, and has now ninety five 
acres in cultivation, improved with a good house, 
buildings, etc. He also owns another tract of 
eighty-six acres. 1\Ir. Hamilton has never mar
ried, his sister keeping house for 11im. 

,y illiam H. Harper was horn in Tippah County, 
Mis:-;., April 1~, 1~.l:~), and wa.., a son of D. 1\I. and 

Frances (Nicholoson) Harper, natives of Georgia 
and Alahama, respectively. D. 1\1. Harper moyetl 
to Arkansas in Ib53, locating in Jefferson Oonnty, 
and afterward in Drew Connty, where he bought a 
farm, and Iived until after the war. He enlisted, 
in 1"SOl, in the Third Arkan~as Regiment, in which 
he remained until discharged on aCCOl1llt of di"a 
hility. After the close of the war he moved to 
Desha County, aud purchased a farm. which was 
hie; home until death clainwLl him, in August, 
ISbn. He was marrieLl fiye times. William H. 

enlioted in 18113, in tho "tIller) "orvicc, continu t 
~~------~,....:.....
0~ ~~-.+ry 
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ing a brave and gallant soldier until the close of 
th8 war. He was in fl8v8ral battles, among which 
waq ODe- at f:lpanish Fort, lUobile, Ala., where he 
fonght fifteen days and nights, and was struck 
se-veral times by spent halls, bnt received no 
wounds. After the cloflf' of hostilitips he returned 
to Drew County, "where he was married, in 1"00, to 
Priseilla Peacock, who died three ypars later, lpav 
ing one Ron, ,Jesse P. 1\lr. Harpel' was again mar 
ried a few years after, to 1\1is8 P. JH. Chadick, a 
c1mlghter of Hev. James Chadick, by which union 
he has three children living and OIle dead: 'Yillie 
F., Hattie 1\lay, "William Arthur and Minnie C. 
(who died September 11, 1879). After his second 
marriage 1\Ir. Harper settled in J efl'erson Connty. 
where he rented a farm until ]~73. Then moving 
to Drew County he also rented there until ]873, 
when Sebastian County became his home. In 1877 
hI" rented land in Pope County. but in 187!) came 
to Lonoke Oonnty, where he farmed rented prop 
erty until 1~S·t then settling on his present place. 
He has f'ighty acres of fine bottom land, twenty
five acres of whieh are open land. Mr. and Mrs. 
Harper are members of the 1\1ethodist Episcopal 
Church, South. Mr. Harper and son, Jesse P., 
are abo members of the Agricultural V\'heel. 

Benjamin 1\1. Harrington. one of the leadiDg 
citizens of Lonoke- County, and a prosperous farm 
er of Eagle Township, was horn of Mathias M. 
Harrington, in Lonoke County, January 1.t, 181)3. 
:L\Iathias Harrington's birth occurred in North Oar 
olina in 1'-)];). He was educated in his native 
State, and then' married :lHiss Mary Lasiter, their 
unioll heing bles<,ed with six children, one boy and 
five girls. Mr. Harrington was bereIt of this wife, 
and 1\liss Nancy Grant afterward became his sec· 
ond wife. To them were born four children: Cor 
nelia (who died in 18~n), Lulu (now Mrs. \Yhitley). 
Tabitha (now Mrs. Smith) and Benjamin M. (the 
subject of this memoir). Mr. Harrington died 
1\1arch 10, ] I)"lSJ, but his wife is still living, and 
re8i(le8 with her son. At the time of his death he 
wa'3 a member of the 'Yheel, in which he held the 
office of treaflnrer. He was also a devoted mem 
bpI" of the Baptist Church. Benjamin M. was 
eunrated in Lonoke County, receiving 'mch school 

advantages aR were to he had in the time he coul<1 
devote to stuuy. l\Jr. Harrington is not man'led, 
but provides for his kind mother, a course that is 
highly commendahle and praiRewmthy in any young 
man. H8 is a mC'mlwr of the Whppl, and has hpld 
t he office of ~teward in that order. Then> are 240 
acres of land in his farm. pigMy of which are in a 
fille state of cultivation, and the genpral appear 
ance of his placp indicates prosperity and thrift. 
Mr. Harrington is a memher of tLe Bapti.,t Ohurch. 
and is a liberal contributor to all enterprises that 
will promote the growth of the county or State. 

Henry R. Harris, a planter of Gray TownRhip, 
Lonoke County. was born in Ooriah Connty. Miss., 
J annary H, 18+2. His father, Dr. "\Valton Harris) 
was born in Georgia. in ] ~()+. After obtaiIling his 
pducation in that State, he went to .i\lisRissippi, 
where, in the conrse of time, Le was married to 
Sarah Raglin. To the union was given a family 
of eight chilchen. equally divided in regard to sex. 
The father was a physician and merchant of Lo 
noke and Augusta, 'Yoodrnff Oounty, having a 
capital invested in merchandise of between $7.000 
and $10, 000. he carrying on an exten~ive business. 
He practiced medicine for about twent.v years, and 
attained to success and prominence in his prafes 
sion. He was a member of the Masonic order, 
being a Royal Arch Mason. Moving from Mis 
sonri in ] 849, he settled at Brownsville, Prairie 
County. Ark., where he died October]. ] 884-. His 
wife was a member of the Methodist Ohurch, dying 
in 1854-. Henry R. was pducated in Mississippi, 
where he lived until 185;), whE'n he came to Arlmn 
sas, settling at BrownsviJle. Here he married 
Margaret E. Blenden, on April 4-, ] ~73. She was 
the daughter of William N. and Sm'ah (Smith) 
Blend.en. This union has been hlessed by the 
birth of seven children: ''" alton. Charles H., \Y i11
iam D., Olaude, Sarah R. 1\largaret E, and. Olar
ence. Mr. Harris is a very successful farmer, 
owning ] GO acres of good land, with forty acres 
uuder cultivation. He holds the office of justice 
of the peace of his township, serving the people 
faithfully and impartially. Both he and his wife 
are liberal members of the 1\Iethodi~t Church, giv 
ing their aid. to all worthy religions enterprises. 

r 
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'William Madison Hensley is a grandson of an 
old Revolutionary soldier, and was the fifth son in 
a family of nine children born to J aeoL and Betsey 
(Oollins) Hensley. The former's hirth occurrecl in 
Greene Oounty, Tenn., September 7, 1b();~, and in 
HH38 he r'emove<l to LOllob~ County. whl>re lw ~till 
resides. He is a millwright hy trade, aml in his 
younger days traveled all through the South, en
gaged in his occupatioIl. Hf' is a ktrong DE'lllO 
crat, and cast his first prC'sidential vott' for Andrew 
Jackson. He was a Ron of Christian Hensley, 
originally from Shenandoah Oounty, Va., who died 
in Knoxville, Tenn., at the age of ninety two years. 
He and his fathel" (who came to this country from 
Germany) and a brother were in the Revolutionar) 
'Yar. WilliaUl M. Hensley's mother is still 1iv 
ing, and has a family of nine children, Bix living: 
Fleecy Ann, Martin, Catherine, Harriett, "'IY illiam 
M. and Martha. \V illiam M., who was bOfn in 
Ohattahoochee County, Ga.. April 10, 1R;)7, was 
about ten years of age when hiR parents moved to 
this State, and here he has rm,ided ever since. He 
was married ill ,Jauuary, 1885, to 1\1iss Pazzetty 
J oLnson, a nati ve of Lee County, Miss., born Sep 
tember 3, 18f)(), and the daughter of Josiah and 
Margaret (Blackwood) J ohnsoD. Mr. and Mrs. 
Hellsley are the parents of three children: Ollie 
S., Carrie L. and James D. Mr. Hensley has a 
farm of 120 acrps, forty of which are under culti
vation. He and hiR wife are members of the Mis 
sionary BaptiAt Church, he also belonging to the 
County Whepl. He is a strong Democrat, and a 
highly respected citizen. 

j 

Hon. ,Villiam Frields HickA. editor of the Lo 
noke Democrat, and representativE' to the General 
Assembly from Lonokp County, is the son of Hin 
son R. and Jane (Frield~) Hicke, and waH born in 
Anderson County, Tenn., May 17, 182-1-. His 
parellts were natives of North Oarolina anJ Vir 
ginia, respectively. the progenitol's of the Hicks 
family in America. having emigrated from Ellgland 
at an early ppriod and settled in South Carolina. 
The Frields are of Irish birth, and it is known that 
early representatives left the Emerald Isle during 
the O'Neil Hebellion, locating in France, from 
which countr) they came to Amerira with the 

,. 


Huguenots. About the) ear Ib08. Hillson R. Hif'l{s 
emigrated to Tenne:-,see, where he afterward lUar 
ried Jane Friel&-;, who preceried him to the new 
country with her parents, and moved to Indiana in 
1C,2g. In Ib3G tIl(-' family came from Indiana to 
near Little Bock, Ark., in which place the parents 
(lied somp y(-'ars afterward. Of a family of fiv(~ 

kons and two (laught~'rs, the subject of this skptch 
is thE' elc1E'kt. He accompanied his parents to Ar 
kansas in 18:~5. suffE'ring the privations inC'idE'nt to 
a pioneer'R lifE', and receiving only ihe meager ad 
vantages of the day for education. WhE'll but a 
lad of twplve years, he was bereft of his mother's 
love and care. and aTtpr following her remains to 
their laflt resting place, he went at once to Little 
Rock, never returning to his home, and npon arriv 
iug in that city he began life for himself. Al
though very young, he acceptE'd the position of 
ferryman, and afterward served as cabin boy for 
a short time. He had early set his mind upon 
If'arning the printing bURiness, tht' height of his 
boyhood ambition being to own a printing estab 
1ishment, anu so, in 1837, he entered the Times 
and Advocate office at Little Rock, where he began 
his profession!],l career. Later he went into the 
office of the Arkansas Gazptte, and app1ied himself 
so assiduously to the business that before he bad 
reached the ag8 of nineteen years, he WHS occupy
ing the responsiblE' position of forelllan of that 
periodical. He now enjoys the di-;tinctioll of being 
the oldest printer in Arkansas, who learned the 
" art preservative" traue in that t5tate. In 184 () 
he elllistE'd in the Arkansas 1\1onnted UegimE'nt, and 
",erved uIluer Capt. Albert Pike in the war with 
Mexico. He participated in the battlE' of Buena 
Vista, and his rpcitals of that and other pngage 
ments, are both intelesting and exciting. After 
his term of enlistment had expired, he returned to 
Little Rock and engaged at Lis trade, and also 
began the btudy of law umler the instruction of 
Pike ~ Cummings. In] ~32 he Wf'nt to the Indian 
Tenitory, and for some time worked at thf' print 
er's business, going, in ] ~5-1-, to California, where 
he remained until l'-)()G. Returning ag{j in to AI' 
kao~aH, IlP engaged in the mercantile business at 
Hicks Station, hut soon afterwanl moved the store 
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to Lonoke, and continued in trade there until 
1~70. At the tlxpll'<-Ltion of that:, time hI! l,,-,,rall thf' 

b 

practicp of law at Lonoke, am1 in 1f-,~7 became 
the editor of the Lonoke Demorrat, which he IlOW 

manages. Mr. Hicks was originally a member of 
the old 'Whig party until its at'lJ)ise, but since that 
hm~ h" has, 1wen an m·d0ut mUH'>.)"ent to tUi? prin
ciph>~ of Democracy. In 18G~ he was cho~en a 
delegate to tbe Constitutional Convention held at 
Little Roek, for thE' reconstruction of the Consti 
tution of Arkansas, anel in 187-1. was elected to the 
f:ltat8 spnate, and rIO' plected iu 188~. He was the 

choice of the people to relJresent Lonoke County 
in the General As'-,embly in ] SSG, and was re elect 
ed in l~dS. l\1r. Hicks has held many municipal 
pOlSitions. always to the satisfadion of thos~ whose 
interE>'5ts have been represented. Hp has taken nn ac 
ti ve interest in educational matters, and was the first 
president of the Lonoke board of public education. 
He bas sen· ed H9 lilH) or and postmastE'r and super
visor of (,flusn,,> in ) ~'-!,O. am,1 in his po1itica1 career 

has displayed cOIDlllE'ndable judgment and earnest 
ness, having won a reputation that will snrvive 
him w~ny ),8111"S. His popularity is unquestioned, 
and. hE' is in ev~ry re..:;pect wOTthy of the deference 
and E>~teem Rhown hiLn. Mr. Bick"l was manied 
iu 1S67. to 1\1is8 Hula H. Burns, a native of Oam 
den, S. C., an attractive and fascinating lady. She 
is of Scotch extraction, and a linf'ul descendant of 
S<::otlaud's famoll'; and honol'ed poet, Rolwrt Burns., 
being also a ('ousin of Mn·). St( npwall Jackson. 
Fonr children havE' hlesRed their union. only one 
of whom is now living.' In :-;ocieties, Mr. Hicks 
l8 id12ntifif'd with LOIloke Lodg'e No. 31, F. & 
A. M 

James H. Hick.", an efficient public sel'\'ant of 
Lonoke Oonnty, aI)d the incumbent of the office of 
sheriff, was born in Brownsville, Ark., March 22, 
1~35, the f-,on of IAaac C. and Eliza M. (~mith) 

Hicks. natives of Tpnne~see aud Alabama, re"pect 
ively. Isaac U. Hicks callle to Arkan~as when but 
eight years of age, anu the rapid growth ana im 
prOyeUl~llt of the :-3tate f-,ince tl.lat time Sf'fI[llS al 
mvst mm·ve-10.1.1;;;. Hi"- located bel'€' whl'.'l1 the Terri 
tory was thinly ~ettled, and of course endured all 
the iD.convenience and privations in('ident to pio 
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neer life, his privileges for schuoling being llH'ager 
and far from ~atihfadory. lip (',LrriNl th<:l ill<Lll £01' 
three day" <lnrillg tl18 wP8k, flDtl attt'udpLl ~chool 
the remaining three days, and thongh his eauca 
tion was gained nnder sn('h tlisa<l vantages he he 

('arne. a man of WOH' then ordinary attainments, 
possessing im10mifahle wiH. lip Ilt'Ver ;->Qnght po

litical distinction, hut served as mayor of Browns 
ville, and also of Lonoke. At the time of his 
death! in 187~, he was filling the latter position. 
During the war he served a;:; lielltE"nant in the AI' 
kansas State troop~, and was (li"abled at the battlf' 
of Oak Hill. After tho war he resicled for some 
year::? at Little Rock. giving his children excellent 
opportnnitif'S for acquiring an euncation ill the 
~(;.hools of that ('ity. He wn.':; on€' of th~ founders 
of Lonoke, helping to lay uut the present site of 
the city. and was among the first to settle there. 
In a family of nine chilclren, James H. is the 
fourth in order of bil tIl, and when only <loll infant 
bis mother died. It:'aving him to hiR fath~r's care. 
Mr. Hicks married again. so that the home was not 
broken up. J aIDes remained at home uDtil he 
reached his majority, and was given every advan
tage for a good E'Qucatiotl. In 1873 he entered St. 
John's Oollege of Little Rock, aftC'r leaving which 
he engaged in the nwrcan tile businefis for himself, 
and has for many years been thus occupied in the 
county. Hp also devoted his attention to th8 
study of law, but never practiced that profession. 
In 18"51) he was plE'ctE'd to the office of sherdt and 
in 188~ was 1'e elected, heing thf' unanimous choice 
of the people, and the candidatt> of the Demoeratic 
party. lie served several J ears as city llw-l'sllal of 
Lonokf>, and in all ca~E'S nev€'l' failed to give en 
tire ButisfactioI1. Mr. Hicks i~ a member of the 
A. F. & A. M., Past Chancellor of the Knight.., of 
Pytbias, a director in the Lonoke Building '-~ 

LQao. Association, and also dil'ector of thB Lonoke 
Bank. He is Chief Templar of Lonoke Lodge 
I. O. G. T. and pref'iuent of the corpora.tion to 
cOllstruct the building known as the Lonoke 
Hotel. In June, 187\ Mr. Hicks was married to 
'Miss Rosa J, Puryea.1', a nat~ve of Virginia, who 
came with her parents to Tennf'ssee, aml from 
there t(l) Arkansas in ]877. To JHl'. and Mrs. 
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Hicks have been bOl'n three children, two son~ and 
orw bright littlf' claughhO'll" named in order of birl h, 
Jamps H., Alma Puryear and I. C. They are 
IDemberR of the Methoc1ist Episcopal Church, ill 
which :!\if. Hicks has been steward for fifteen 
yearR, and he is one of the building committee for 
that organization. He is a largH land owner in 
Lonoke County, having 100 acres in an excell!:'nt 
state of cultivation. Thoroughly believing in de 
velopiog the resources of the country, 1\11'. Hicks is 
always ready to lend his aid and support in the 
county's general aavancement and growth, his heart 
and pocket ever being open to worthy objects of 
charity. He has inherited from his father, to a re 
markable degree, that ambition and pride of char
acter, which have enabled him to carve his own way 
through life to a position of honor and affiuence. 

James A. High, who has witnessed the com 
plete devfllopement of Lonoke County, and has 
borne an active share in its improvement and ue 
velopment, was born in 1\Iississippi in 184...!-, his 
pal'ents beiog Lodesick and Nancy A. (Wynne) 
High, natives of North Carolina. They removed 
to Missis&ippi in their young days1 and Wf'l'e after
ward married, Mrs. High dying in that State, 
shortly after which 1\11'. High and children came to 
Arkansas and located in this county in 1860. Her!:' 
Mr. High died in 1885, at the age of eighty Ii ve. 
He was a memb8l' of the Baptist Church, and was 
the father of nine children, four of whom are stillliv
ing.' James A., the subject of this sketch, enlisted, 
in 1861, in the Twenty tifth ArkansaR Infantry, 
in which be served throughout the war. He was 
in the battles of Nashville, Murfreesboro, Chick 
ama~lga, Chattanooga, Peach Tree Creek and a 
number of others, and recflived a shot throngh the 
left leg at the battle of Nashville, which caused bis 
confinement in the hospital at Columbia, Tenn., 
where he was captured and taken prisoner. Then 
taking the oath of allegiance he was released and 
returned home, entel iog into farming. 1\lr. High 
was manied to Miss Emma Deal, a native of Mis 
sissippi. and they are the parents of seven children, 
all living: Edgar, ~Walter, 'Vade, ERPY, Horace 
Samuel and Clarence. Mr. and 1\1rs. High are 
members of the Missionary Baptist Church. The 
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former is a prominent Democrat of hi'3 county. 

He always takes an interest in schools and churches 

and other enterprises of a worthy nature. 


J. W. Hollis has risen to his present position 

as a prosperous planter of Lonoke County through 

his own merit. He was born in Amite County, 

Miss., March 7.18;39. John 'Y. Hollis, his father, 

first saw the light of day in South Carolina, in 

181-4:, being taken to Missisbippi when but a boy, 

where he recE'ived his education, and manied 

Ashia (Hilliard) Cail'fl. A family of three children 

blessed this union, of whom two are now living, 

one in Texas, and the other residing in this State. 

rrhe father was a farmer by occupation, and upon 

coming from l\1iSRissippi to Arkansas in 1852, set

tled in Ashley County where he owned ..!-40 acres 

of good land. He beld the office of justice of the 

peace for two years, and that of postmaster at 

Elan for three years. He and his wife were both 

members of thE' IHissionary Baptist Church. J. 

W. Hollis, the subject of this sketch, was educated 

near Hamburg, Ashley County. Ark., and on No

vember 21, 18G6. was married to Julia Callaham, 

daughter of -Ja~es and 1\Iatilda Callaham. To 

them a family of seven children was born: Brad 

ford A. , Norman L. , John 'Y., Zealier E., Ama 

zon, Clyde U. and Julia A, Five of the chilJren 

are living. Mr. Hollis owns a splendid farm of 

about 320 acres, 100 uoder cultivation. He served 

in the latp war on the Confederate side of the 

cause, enlisting in 1862 under Gen. Palenight. 

The first hard battle in which he engaged was at 

Pleasant Hill, La. After this he participated in 

many skirmishes, beiug llischarged in ] b65, at the 

slll'l'ender of Jacksonport. Returning home he 

began to till the Roil, continuing it to the present 

day. He is a member of the ~Wheel, having held 

the office of chaplain. He and his wife belong to 

the Methodist Episcopal Church. Sonth, and were 

among the organizers of the South Bend Church 

in ]869. They take much intere.,t in religious 

matters. 


Richard 'N. Hopper, a substantial citizen of 
Lonoke County, r!:'siding on Section 12, Lonoke 
Township, is a native of 'Vest Tennessee, and was 

born in Tipt.on Count.y, Sept~mber 3, 18.j~, he~~ 
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tht> son of Juel and Susan (\Vinn) Hopper. Virgin 
ians by birth. The parents moved to Tennf'ssee, 
when young, with their parents, who settled in 
that region when the country was a wilderness, be 
coming recognized as among the pioneers. They 
were married in 1:'ennessE'E', and had a family of 
fOUl'tf'en children, of whom Richard \r. l'i the 
twelfth in the order of birth. Of this number, ten 
grew to maturity, and three are now living; three 
brothers having been killed in th€' war. Wll€'ll 
Richard was in his fifth y€'ar Lis father died, at 
the age of fifty two, and in 1~57 he came to Arkan 
sas with his mother. who died September :-3, 1~62, 
at the age of fifty two. The family had located in 
,Yoodrufl' County. and later in Jackson County, 
where Mrs. Hopper's death occurred. Our subject 
then came to Prairie County and I'esided with his 
sister, 1\1rs. James G. Adams, until he became of 
age. He received a very limited education, the 
advantages at that time for schooling being far 
from satisfactory. but his keen observation aud 
constant reading have contributed to make bim 
well informed on the topics of the day. He began 
business for himself, in 1871, as a farmer and 
planter, and in 18"17 married }'Iiss Ella Chamhet's, 
of North Carolina nativity, who came to Arkansas 
with her parents when a child of three years. To 
tbem have been born three sons and one daughter: 
Joel 'V., Floyd J., Richard J. and Dessa. Mr. 
and Mrs. Hopper are members of the Concord 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and Mr. Hop 
per is a l\1aster Mason, also Past Noble Grand of 
the I. O. O. F. and a member of the Kuights of 
Honm', serving as repn>sentative to the Grand 
Lodge in 188:3. He pUI'ehasell his present farm 
of 100 acrefl in ] ,;~4, and HOW has forty five acres 
nnder cultivation. 

1\1. 0. Hous€'. planter of Lonoke County, was 
born in Cabarrus County, N. U., April t 1'{-i8, his 
fatber, John 'Y. Honse, having been born in tbp 
same county in 1~ 17. There he was educated and 
grew to manhood, being married to Mary E. Aus
tin. This union was blessed with five children, 
three boys amI two girls. The fatber was a farmer 
and miner by occnpation, and also a captain of a 
State military company beforE' thp latp war. His 
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wife wa.., a lD8ill bel' of thf' l\1:pthodist Church, 
South, dying in 11);-)2, after which he married 
Elizabeth Parker in 18;-):~. Thf're WPl'(" foul' girls 
born to this union. all still living in North Caro 
lina. He Jied in ] ~()2. The grandfathf'r, Jacob 
House, was bOl'n in Cabarrns County, N. C., in 
17V..i-. He was a farmer, serving through the war 
of 1H12. He still suryi ves, and is resiaing with 
one of his daughters near the old homestead, and 
being of Dutch descent is a ulember of the Lu 
theran Church. 1\1. C. Honse received his eun 
cation at Mount Pleasant, N. C., and when sixteell 
volunte8l'ed in the Confederate service, enlisting in 
Company H, Eighth North Carolina Regimpnt, 
Clingman's brigade, Hake's division, then loeated 
in front of Petersburg, Va. In a battle on thf' \V p] 

don Railroad, near Pptersburg, he was captured 
and recapturpd Huee different time9 in one en 
gagement on August 19. 18()4. He participated in 
man) other engagements in Virginia and North 
Carolina, and surrendered fifteen miles east vf 
Greensboro, N. C., at the close of the war, after 
which he returned home and began.to farm. Soon 
leaving North Carolina, he was unsettled for some 
time, first going to Illinois and then back to his 
nati ve home. After remaining but a short time he 
went to Texas, and from there to Kansas with a 
drove of cattle, Teturning again to his old home in 
North Carolina. Shortly leaving once more, he 
returned to Texas, and in 187-t came to Arkansas, 
settling near Russellville, in Pope County, moving 
in 1870 to Lonoke County, where he has since 
lived. Here, May 27, 1877, he was married to 
Georgie A. Williford. To this union a family of 
thrpe girls has beio>l1 born: :Myrtle R" Margie B. 
and Miriam G. Mr. House is a farmer owning 
820 acres of land, with 200 acres in cultivation. 
This accumulation is the direct result of continued 
toil and good management. His first wife died on 
July ]4, 1883. He was then married to Rhoda V. 
Misenhimer December 2, 188B, an elder sister to 
his first wife. He is a Thiaster Mason, belonging to 
.Jacinto Longe No. 21o, is a Royal Arch Mason 
and a member of Lonoke Chapter No. 31. Both 
he and bis wife are members of the Methodist 
Church, he having hold a membership fOl' three t 
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yeal's, while his wife has been associHied with the 
good work for eighteen years. 

J olln R. Howell, one of Lonoke County' B prom
inent mill men ana farmers, first saw the light of 
Jay in Madison County, Tenn., September b. 
1841. His father, Dred Howell, was bOl'n in North 
Carolina in 181-1-, and there received hi5 education. 
marrying Jeanette Smith, who bore a family of 
five children. In November, 1135U, he moved to 
Lonoke County. Ark., settling on a farm. The 
Ron, John R., was educated in Tennessee, coming 
to Arkansas with bis father. Here he married on 
December 24, 1863, Rebecca J. Dickerson, daugh
ter of Lawrence and Barthems Dickerson. The 
fruits of this marriage have been eight children: 
Fannie, Ada, Emmett A., Minnie. Bertie, John 
and Jeanette, the second child dying in infancy. 
Mr. Howell is quite an extensive farmer and mill 
man, owning about· 200 acrt's of good land, with 
sixty acres nndt'r cultivation. He has been a roem 
bel' of the 'Wheel, and has served his town5hip as 
school director. He was in the Confederate army 
during the war, enlisting in 1861 under Gen. 
Churchill, and his first engagement was at Rich 
mond, Ky. He was with his regiment when it 
surrendered in 18fj5, and in J annary of the same 
year he received a furlough, after which ·he came 
home and began farming, not rejoining the army. 
His wjfe is a devoted membel' of the Baptist 
Church. 

Lewis \V. Hutson, merchant and planter, Tot
ten Township, is a native of Dallas County, Ala., 
where he was born in 1832. His parents, Rob· 
ert C. and Elizabeth (Hill) Hutson, were of North 
Carolina and Alabama nativity, respectively. The 
former went to Tennessee when a boy, and later 
moved. to Alabama. where he wa~ married, subsE' 
quently going to Mississippi. when Lewis was 
about two years old, where they lived some fifteen 
years. Mrs. Hutson died in ] 8-1:3. In] l:S4g :Mr. 
Hutson came with his five children to Arkansas, 
and settled in this county, where he died in 1t56J, 
at the age of fifty seven. He was married the 
second time after corning to Arknnsas, to Margaret 
Cummings, becoming the father of six children by 
his first wife: Susan (deceased), Casander (wi fe of 

William Johnson), Parolee, 1\iiller, Leonid as (d8
ceased) and Lewis (the second child), the suhject 
of this sketch. Mr. Hutson's widow died in ] 885, 
leaving one child, who died whE'n young. Lewis 
Hutson was sevent8en years of age when he located 
in Arkansas. He was married in 1852, and settled 
on the place which he now occupies, though he 
had nothing to sta~t with but plenty of persever
ance and industI,y. These have contributed to his 
accumulation of about ],200 acres of land. 150 
being under cultivation. Mr. H utRon engaged in 
the meTcantile business in 1886, in which he is 
still occupied, keeping a general supply store, and 
enjoying a liberal patronage. His wife was for
merly Miss Jane CumminR, a native of 11ennessee, 
who was horn in 1832, and who is the mother of 
foul' sons: Robert A., Lewis W., James \\7. and 
Edley. Mr. and 1\1rs. Hutson are members of the 
l\1issional'y Baptist Church. The former belongs 
to the A. F. & A. M., and holds membership in 
the E. H. English Lodge No. 237, at 'Walter 
Chapel. Mr. Hutson enlisted in the Confederate 
army, in 1862, and started with Price on his raid 
through Missouri, but was taken sick and returned 
home. He took part in the battle of Helena, and 
beld tbe position of corporal. 

Samuel U. Jackson. the third son in the family 
of eight children born to Samuel and Martha 
(1\10re) Jackson, came originally from Madison 
County, Tenn., where his birth occurred J annary 
1R, IS3..!. Samuel Jackson was born in Sumner 
County, Tenn., May 7, 1808; was married, in 
] 829, to Martha 1\1ore, and moved to Arkansas in 
185·1, settling in White County. Mrs. Jackson 
was born in 11.{08 in North Carolina. They arE' 
now living in Lonoke County, and are the oldest 
couple residing here, being much esteemed for 
their true worth. The family arf> of Scotch-Irish 
descent. Samnel Jackson resided with his parents 
until twenty eight years of age, wben he was mar 
ried to Eliza J. Thompson, who died in IS73, 
leaving two children: Sarah E. (wife of Henry 
Wallace) and James W. In 1875 1\1r. Ja('kso~ 
was married, the seconu time. to Savannah F. 
Oate, her death occnrring in 1878. His thirlL 
wife, Tenrpie Hargus, a widow. whose maiden 
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name was Hughes. hecam", MrR. Jackson in Decelli 
bE'T, 1S7\). She was horn in Lincoln County, 
Tenn., May R. If.,42. and is thf\ daughter of Joshua 
and Teurpie (Gunter) Hughes, thE' former born in 
North Cal'olina, February 1. ] 7\)7, and his wife in 
the same State in 1ROC;. 1\11'. Jackson moved from 
l\ladison County, Tenn.. to \\'bite County, Ark., 
in 18G-1, with his parents, he and a brother at OBe 
time owning the land on which Beehe now stand..,. 
Mr. Jackson now has a fine farm of eighty aC1'es 
under cultivation. His principal crop is straw
berries. Himsf\]f and wife are members of th'" 
1\Iethoc1iot Church. 

John D. ,Jordan, like so many others of Ar 
kansas' citizens came Ol'iginally from Tennessee, 
and is the son of J olm S. and Jane (Ingram) 
J orclan, natives of Canada and South Carolina, 
his bilth occurring in Haywood County, August 
4, 1858. The senior Jordan moved to Tennef,see 
when quite a young man. and then' married Miss 
Ingram. Ht:> was a carpenter by occupation and 
carri",d on that business successfully until 1861, 
when he responde(l to the country's call, and en
listed in the Federal army, meeting his death in 
the battle of Bull Run. After his demise 1\1rs. 
J orc1an brought her family to Arkansas and located 
in ·White County, where she resided fO!' seven 
years, moving thence to Lonoke County. She now 
I'esiues with her son, the fmbjl?ct of this sketch. 
J ohu D. Jordan grew to manhood in Arkansas 
(having come to this State in his f'onrth ypar), and 
remained with his mother until in his twentieth 
ypar, when he spttlec1 in the bottoms of this neigh 
Lorhoo<1. He was married OIl February 28. ] 881, 
in LonolH~ Connty, to :Miss Alice 1\1. Garlington, 
a daughter of .James A. and Mary J. GarliIlgtoll. 
1\1rs. J ordCln was born ln Prairie Connty, Ark, 
March 3, ] 8f) 1, here receiving her education. Mr. 
Jordan bought the land. where he now resides, 
when it wa~ in it~ embryo state, but hafl cleared it 
in a good manner, and of 180 acres, fifty acres are 
in a btate of fine cultivation. A good log-hom;e, 
ontbuildings, etc., are among the improvements 
(hlP to his industry and persevt:>rancp. Children 
numbering five have hlesse(] this union: Edna G., 
.Jobn D., Jennie B., James K. and Flossie. J obn 
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and JPllnie are clpceasecl. Mrs. Jordan is a mem 
bel' of thn Baptist Church, anu the hcbool hoard 
count" Mr. .rordau as one of its infiu0ntial mem
bers. He is aIRo a Knight of Honor. 

James M. King, one of the oldp'3t living settlers 
of C0ntral Arkallsas, is a native of East Tenne"lsee, 
and wa'> born in Knox County, April 27, 1818. 
His parents, Richard and Sarah (Yeates) King. 
were hoth originally from North Carolina, and 
descendants of early settlers of that State. The 
maternal grandfather, Daniel Yeates, was a colonel 
in the American Revolution, and throughout the 
entire war was noted for the bravery and spirit of 
daring that characterized his career as a soldier. 
In a family of fivE' sons and three daughters, 
James M. is the youngest child. His boyhood days 
were spent in a manner similar to that of other 
boys of the time and like them bis pducation was 
nece5sarily meager, as the facilitips for schooling 
were then limited; but his close observation. read 
ing and keen perception1 have placed him on an 
equal with many who boast of a college course. At 
the age of eighteen his parents moved to Ala 
barna, prior to the removal of the Indians from 
that country, and in 1887, at the outbreak of the 
Florida \Var, be Rhouldered bis rifle awl served 
until th~ cessation of the trouble. He also ren 
dered valuable assistance in helping to send the 
Indians from that country. HiA parents died at 
the age of seventy and seventy two years, respect
ively, their deaths occurring within a week of each 
other, the father being buried on ·Monday, and just 
one week later his good old mother was laid by her 
husband's sidE'. In 1840 Mr. King was married to 
MisA Eleanor J eU, a natiVB of Georgia, and by 
her became the father of thirteen cbildren, nin8 of 
whom are now living. He starteu for Arkansas in 
184.3. making the trip overland with an ox team. 
and mpt all the inconveniences and perils jncident 
to that mode of trRveling, wjtb a strong and hearty 
courage, hardly characteristic of the present gen 
eratioll. On reaching this State he located in its 
northern part, in Marion County, where he began 
farming, and J"8mained for five years. In J850 be 
settled near Pleasant Hill Church, then Prairie 
County, anu during his residenc8 there was a citi t 
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zen of Pulaski, Prairie and LUlloke Counties, the 
change in county lines causing this singular condi 
tion of affairs. In ]838 hp was elected sheriff by 
a unanimous vote, and moved to Brownsville, then 
the county seat of Prairie County, but befure the 
expiration .of his term the war broke out. and he, 
at his own expense, organized and transported to 
Springfield, Mo., a company of cavalry. He was 
made captain, and led tLem to the charge at the 
battle of Oa.k Hill (also known as ·Wilson's Creek), 
where one half of bis company was killed and 
wounded, he, himself being wounded twice. Be
fore really able to ride he returned to Arkansas 
and organized another company, and throughout 
his entire career, only brave and noble actions at 
tended him, such as will always reflect great credit 
upon himself and family. He participated in a 
hard fought battle at Verdigris Hiver with the 
Indians at that time the country round resounding 
with his heroism and gallantry. The Indians were 
lead by their chief. Opotholobolo, the Oaptain com
manding a battalion. During the engagement a 
warrior singled out our subject and fired at him. 
but missing his aim, the captain immediately 
charged upon bim, and then came a hand to hand 
encounter, in which he was victOTious. tbough not 
until tbe Indian had dealt him a blow with his gun 
that stunned him. r.rhe rifle used by the savage is 
now in the possession of Capt. King's family, and 
is highly prized as an heirloom. After the rem 
ganization of the army at Corinth he returned to 
Brownsville, and was again elected sheriff of Prairie 
County. In 1'363, when the Feueral army oecu 
pied his country, he went with his family to Texas, 
where he resided until the close or the war. In 
the fall of 1863 he returned to Arkansas and 10 
cated where his first settlement in the State had 
been Illade. HE' was elected, in 181-±, as sheriff of 
the county of Lonoke, and at the expiration of the 
first term was re elected. In Hf78 he was elected 
to the 8tate legislature from Lonoke Connty, and 
in 18S2 elected county juugE', and re elected in 
] 884. Capt. King is a member of the Baptist 
Church, in which denomination he has ofrlciated 

j 
as a minister for twenty three years. He is truly 
one of Lonoke County's representative citizens. 

') 
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Amos D. King. The name born!:' by the sub 
ject of this sketch is one well known in this section 
of country, and consequently needs no formal intro
duction to the readers of this volume. He was 
born within one half mile of where he now reside,'j, 
his birth OCCUlTing in Ib:-ri, in what was then 
Pulaski Cuunty. Amo~ D. and Elizabeth (Saund 
erp) King, his pare:lts were natives of Sonth Caro~ 
lina, coming to Arkam,as in 1833 from South Oar 
olina, where they were realed and married. They 
traveled to this section in a wagon, and while ex 
periencing many inconveniences, never became en 
tirely discouraged, for this was to be the land of 
their adoption, and their determination OVercame 
all obstacles. 1\11'. King settled in Pulaski County 
on what was afterward the birthplace of the sub 
ject of this sketch. The Lome was laid out III a 
dense wilderness, but by his energetic and indus 
trious spirit, it was soon transformed into a habit 
able and comfortable place of residence. He was 
a school teacher, carpenter and ~mrveyor, and took 
an active part in the develupment of the country, 
until the dread destroyer, Death, cut him down in 
the prime of his life. He was only about forty 
three years old at that time. Mrs. King survived 
to the age of eighty six years, living at her borne 
at thf' time of her death. They were the parents 
of six children, two of w L OlD now Burvi ve: Tennie 
C. (who li\'88 in raulkner County) and Amos D. 
The latter has resided on his present place from 
the timp he was seven years old, gaining extPllded 
and honorable acquaintance. He was educated 
by his fatLer. who was a cultured and finely edu
cated man, and when nineteen years old he mar
ried 1\1iss 1\1artha ·Whitley, a native of Arkansas, 
who died in 1~65, leaving foul' children: AbagaiL 
Zachariah, 8abinna amI 1\1artha E. .lUr. King 
chose for hi:-, second and present wife, 1\1iss Ann 
Smart. Her birth occurred in Teunessee in ] ~J7, 
she having come to Arkansas when sElven years old 
with her parents George A. and Rachel Smart, 
llatives of Georgia and Alabama, respE'ctively. who 
died soon after locating here, having contracted 
the fever, of which disease they and four of their 
children were victims. Tu 1\11'. and l\Irs. King have 
been born eight children: Jehu, Amos S., Mar}' 1\I.. 
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James M., Am'on A., George A., Tf'nnie C. and 
Charles C. In politics Mr. King is a Democrat. 
His war record is one of which he may be proud. 
Always in the thick of battles, he seemed to know 
no such thing as fem', and his courage and spirit 
of daring equaleJ that of the bravest officer. He 
served in the regiment of 001. Wheat (now living 
in Lonoke County). 

Stephen P. Kirkland is the eldest and only 
living member of a family of six children horn to 
David and Ann (Carrel) Kirkland, both natives of 
North Carolina. His birth also occuned in that 
State, November 22, 18:32, but he was reared and 
educated principally in Tennessee. David Kirk
land was born in 1808 and his wife in un O. They 
moved to rrennessee in 1tl4:,1. coming in 1")55 from 
that State to ~White County. Ark., where JUl'. 
Kirkland died in 1867. He was a stanch Demo
crat and held the office of justice of the peace for 
several years. Mrs. Kirkland died wben Stephen 
was a small boy. The latter Kirkland was mar 
ried in 1860 to Martha Bntler, who was born in 
Tipton Oounty, Tenn., in 1834. They are the par
ents of thirteen children, ten of whom are still liv
ing: Lelia A. (now the wife of P. \V. Belamy), 
Fannie E., David M., :lHary s. (wife of Samuel A. 
Russell). Sarah T., Samuel P., Ida A., Anna V., 
James O. and George \V. Mr. Kirkland, upon 
moving from Tennessee came to Pulaski Oounty, 
Al'k., in 1~56, where he remained until H163, then 
settling in this county, near where be now resides. 
He now owns 187 acres of fine land, sixty acres of 
which are under cultivation, and upon this place 
he has erected good buildings and has an excellent 
oTchard and a running stream of water. l\1r. Kirk
land is an out-and out Democrat, and held the 
office of justice of the peace from 1802 to ]86G, 
serving in an acceptable manner. He and his wife 
are members of the Cnmberland Presoyterian 
Church, to which he has belong'ed sinct" 1863, hav
ing been an elder since 1871. He is also a mem 
bel' of the County ~Wheel. 

Joe S. Kirkpatrick is justly looked npon as one 
of the prominent resident8 of Lonoke Oonnty, and 
like other influential citizens is a native of William 
son County, Tenn., born July 1~. 1832, being the 
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youngest in a family of thirteen children of John 
B. and Oathel'ine (Shirley) Kirkpatrick. The par
ents were Virginians uy birth, and moved to Ten 
neR<,;ee with their parents when small, afterward 
marrying in that State. The father died at the age 
of sixty seven )'ear~, but bis wife still survives, and 
though eighty two years old, is well preserved, en
joying good health. \Vhen Joe S. was about eight 
een years old he engaged at railroadiDg, which oc 
cupation he followed for ten years as conductor, 
but being in a wreck in 1876 wag so severely in
jured that fol' several hours he was thought /lead. 
He was one of the best and most popular con
ductors of his day, being well known all over the 
South and taking some of the first trains over the 
Cotton Belt Road. August 3, 1882, Mr. Kirk
patrick was uniterl in marriage with Miss FanDie 
M. Eagle, a native of 'Yeakley Oounty, Tenn.. 
and a daughter of David and Elizabeth (Long) 
Eagle, whose sketch appears elsewhere in this 
work. One child, a bright little boy, named Au
brey, has blessed their union, and in him they place 
great hopes. They worship at the Baptist Church 
and are agreeable and pleasant people, much es
teemed by all. In 1tl'i2 Mr. Kirkpatrick settlf'd on 
his present place, five miles northwest of Lonoke 
County, where he has oue of the finest farms in 
the county, consisting of 400 acres. The Kirk 
patrick family are of Scotch extraction, being 
noted for their longevity. 

Thomas Kitley was born in Olinton County, Ind., 
in 1839, to the union of Francis and Jane (Hulmes) 
Kitley, natives of Pennsylvania and Ohio, respect 
ively. He comes of English descent on his father's 
sidE" the paternal grandfather having been a 
Quaker, who emigrated from England in 1SOl, 
and settled at Pittsburgh, Penn., where he died in 
1844, at the age of ninety three. Francis Kitley, 
after moving to Ohio, married there and then went 
to Indiana. In 1852 he took his family to Clay 
County, Ill., where he died in 1878, at the age of 
seventy six years. His widow still survives, aDd 
is the mother of ten children, eight boys and two 
girls, seven of whom are Iiving. Thomas Kitley, 
after reaching manhood, married Drucilla Chaney, 
whose birth occurred in Indiana in 184:2; to this 
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union were born five children (one of whom is de scription schouls, in which the teachers were paid 
ceased): Margaret A. (now 1\1rs. Coidasar), Lewis by subscription. Mr. Legate was married, in 1~-!2, 

E. (who is attending school at Carlisle and stuuy to 1\11'5. Sarah Eagle, a native of Tennessee. 8he 
ing law), John lV. (a graduate of the American died in 1g(j3, at the agf' of fifty yearn, leaving 
Medical College. of St. Louis), Amos B. (deceased) seven children, two of whom are now living. In 
and Pearley V. In 1877 l\Ir. Kitley moved his 1865 Mrs. Derryberry, a native of Tennessee, ue· 
family to Arkansas, and located in Lonoke County, came hi5 wife, she surviving until 1871. She was 
though at that time he had nothing. Now he owns a member of the Baptist Church. In 1873 Mr. 
a fine farm of 160 acres all under cultivation, 200 Legate married his present wife, :Mrs. Mary Ses 
acres being situated on the Prossi. He is a prom- sums, a native of Tennessee. nIl'. Legate has had 
inent Republican, politically, having been, as he SOlle stirring experiences during life. At one 
tersely puts it, "rocked in a Republican cradle." time he had a narrow escape from a panther, and 
He is a member of the scLool board, and has held at anothel', engaged in a fight with a bear and foul' 
this position for a number of years. He is also cubs, but came out victoriou~, with bear meat 
a member of the A. F. &, A. 1\1. Mr. and 1\1rs. enough to last several weeks. He located on his 
Kitley have been actively associated with the Meth pl'esent farm in 188-!, in Section ~1, Lonoke Town 
odi~t Episcopal Church for twenty· two years. He ship, which comprised 213 acres. 1\11'. Legate was 
is a highly respected citizen, and takes an influen a 'Vhig during the existence of that party, and 
tial interest in all educational, religious and worthy when it became extinct, he joined the Democratic 
public enterprises. ranks. He and his wife are members of the Bap-

Andrew Jackson Legate, if for no other reason, tist Church. 
is deserving of prominent mention as one of the Charles B. Leigh. The intprests of Lonoke 
oldest settlerI'! of Central Arkansas. He was born Uounty would be incomplete without mention of 
in lYilliamson County, Tenn., May 28, 1815. His Mr. Leigh, one of its prominent planters. A na
father, Charles tl. Legate, originally from North tiYe of Alabama, he was born in Lauderdale Coun
(;arolina, went to Tennessee when a young man, ty, Octob81' 24, 18-!2, and is the son of 1\fadison 
where he man'if>d Sarah Gray, a native of that and Yerbeda (Alexander) Leigh, the former a Vir 
State, her parents, Jacob and Mary Gray having ginian by hirth, who "as married in the Old 
been among its early pioneers. Mr. Legate was a Dominion. Afterward, going to Tennesspe, they 
soldier in the vVal' of 1812, and was also with went thence to Lauderdale County, Ala., and then 
Jackson, at the battle of New Orleans. ~n 1821 to Mississippi, where they resided until their 
he came with his wife to Arkansas, and located in dflath. Charles was only tf>n years old at the 
Pulaski County, where they resided until their time of his father's demise. 'Yhen eighteen years 
death, he dying in 1825, and his wife in 1823. old he enlisted in Compauy B, First Regiment 
Anurew J. was reared in the pioneer days of Ar- Mississippi Infantry, and served during the war, 
kansas on his father's farm. At the age of thir acting as sergeant, and participating in Illany en-
teen he was mail carrier from Little Rock to Mont gagements, among which were Fort Donebon, 
gomery's Point, on the Mississippi Hiver, the Fort Hudson and Selma, where he had a hor~e 

route lying through an unbroken wilderness, with shot from under him, and though Lis clothing was 
no road but a bridle path, and no houses for thirty filled with bullets, he never received a wound. 
miles along the way. In 18-!2 he went to Pulaski He was taken prisoner at Fort Donelson and con 
County, and located at Moss Prairie, eighteen fined at Indianapolis for seven mouths, being ex 
miles from Little Rock, when that section was in changed after the Heven Days' fight. At Fort 

j 
habited by Indians. No schools were found such 
as now obtain, and the children received the rudi 
ments of an education in what was called the sub-

Hudson he was abo captureo, and npon receiv 
ing his parole, walked home, a distance of ~)OO 

miles. At the close of the war Mr. Leigh became t 
~~~~--------------'~'" ,... ., 
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settled in Mississippi and Roon went to Tennpssee, 
but in tile fall of 1866 he moved to Arkansa.s, lo
cating near Russellville, Polk County. In thE' 
year ]868 he was married to l\liss Malinda East(:'l 
ing. a native of Georgia, who was born near the 
town of M~al'ietta, July 12, ]852. being the daugh 
tel' of William and Malinda (Johnson) Easteling, 
of Georgia and Alabama, respectively. Mrs. 
Leigh's mother died when she was only a few 
weeks old, and she came to Arkansas with her 
father, who now resides in Madison County, Ark. 
He is ninety years old but is well and hearty as 
ever, being the sire of twenty.one children. To 
lUI'. and Mrs. Leigh have been born a family of 
ten childl'en, three sons and three daughters now 
living, as follows: "William M., Linda T., An 
drew J., Rose E., Charles A. and Mary E. ]\-11'. 

Leigh, wife and two oldest daughters are memo 
bel'S of the Concord 1\Iethodist Episcopal Church, 
South. In Sept-ember, 1871, he located on his 
present fa.rm, which consists of 120 acres on Sec
tion 3 of Lonoke Township. The place was then 
a wilderness, but under Mr. Leigh's management 
it has been transformed into onf' of the best farms 
in the county, with all the improvements to make 
a home convenient and pleasant. Mr. Leigh's 
family is well known, and has the name of being 
among the most hospitable in the entire commu 
nity. 

George B. Long was a Confedprate army black 
smith during the war, and has worked at his trade 
most of the time since, with good success. He 
was born in Lawrence County, Tenn., Heptember 
2:3, 1~35, being a son of Samuel and Catbarine 
(Stone) Long, natives of North and South Caro 
lina, re~pectively. The former was a farmer and 
blacksmith, moving to Tennessee with his father 
when only a child, and ill I83..!- to Missouri, where 
he engaged in farming in Ripley County. Here 
be resided until his <leath, in 1H7I, his wife Rur
viving him until 1"184. George B. Long accom 
panied his father to 1\Iisf'lonri when a young man, 
and remained there for five years, enlisting on 
July 17, ] 861, in thp Confederate service, in the 
.Missouri State Troops C~valry, and was on de 
tached duty as blacksmith most of the time. He 

,. 
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took pal't in a number of battles, among which 
were those of :\Iark's Mills, J enldnt->' Ferry, Green 
ville (Mo.), Fredericktown (JUo.), and a number of 
less important engagements, being captured twice, 
and held twenty-eight days at onp time, though he 
marle his escape' both times. AftPl' the close of 
the war he went to Arkansas, and settled in what 
is now this county, some ten miles north of Lonoke, 
where he worked at his trade of blacksmithing for 
several years. He then moved to Lonoke, remov
ing about a year later to Richwoods Township, 
and locating on land which be now owns. His 
property possessions consist of 1, 000 acres, of 
which about IGU acres are unuer cultivation. Mr. 
Long was married in May, 1873, to Mrs. Hannah 
C. Eagle (nee Sullivan), a widow, who died in 
March, 1883, leaving two sons, Robert S. and 
Joseph. His second marriage. on September 10, 
]886, was to :1\1rs. Martha 1\1cKinley (nee Glover), 
also a widow, and a daughter of 8amuel Glovf>r. 
They are the parents of one son, Gabriel Eagle 
Long. Mr. and Mrs. Long are members of the 
Baptist Church. 

John F. Loretz, a native of Lincoln County. 
N. U., was born in 1830, and was the youngest of 
two sons anel one daughter horn to Frederick and 
Mary (Ramsaur) Loretz. both also originally from 
Lincoln County, N. C. Frederick was the son of 
Andrew Loretz, a native of Germany, who came to 
the United States at an early day. He was a min 
ister of the German Reformed Church in Germany, 
and after emigrating to this country organized 
several churches in North Carolina. He fell heir 
to a large estate, bnt never came into possession of 
it, and died at an old age very suddenly. Freder
ick followed the lIfe of a merchant, and was also 
a blacksmith by trade. He wa~ killed by accident, 
by a tree falling on him, when about thirty three 
years of age. l\Irs. Loretz moverl to Georgia after 
being married in North Carolina to Jacob Carpen
ter, and fourteen years later came to Arkansas, 
where she dipd, in Ib8I, at the age of seventy years, 
having become the mother of three children by her 
firbt husband: J aeob (who was killed in the :l\lexican 
War), John F. (the subject of this sketch) and 
Jane (also decpased). 1\11'. Loretz commenced t 




working for himself at the age of twenty-one at 
the carpentE\l' traLle. Settling in Arkansas he r8 
mained two years, going thpllce to Georgia, where 
he was engageLl iIl the mercantile business, and 
afterward returning to North Carolina, and in 
18()O to Arkansas, whpn he located where he has 
since lived. In 1SG2 Mr. Loretz enlisted in the 
Twenty fifth Arkansas Infantry. serving on the 
other side of the Mississippi River, and was 
slightly wounded at the battle of Chickamauga. 
While home on a furlough he was taken prisoner, 
and sent 1.0 Little Rock, wher.e he took the oath of 
allegiance, and returned home, and has since been 
engaged in farming. .Mr. Loretz was married in 
183~, to Caroline Shuford, a native of North Caro 
lina, and daughter of Abel and Adeline (Perkins) 
Shuford; they were also of North Carolina birtb, 
and are now deceased, having Leen the parents of 
eight children, four of whom are still living: 'Will 
iam, :l\Iartha Ballew, Amelia Rheinbardt and Caro 
line. Mr. and 1\1rs. Loretz have had seven cbil 
dren, six of whom are btillliving: Johnie (a daugb 
tel', now deceased), Alice (now Mrs. Harperf, Mat 
tie (wife of Dr. t:icott Hem'}), \Yilliam, Mary and 
Esther. 1\11'. and Mrs. Loretz are mewbel'S of the 
Preshyterian Church. The former, a strong Dem 
ocrat, is a member of the 1. O. O. F., and an in
fluential citizen. 

J\1r. F. H. Lyons, a leading planter of Lonoke 
County, was born in Jefferson County, Ark., in 
January, 1856, and i~ one of five children born to 
Samuel and Caroline (Sandford) Lyons, natives of 
South Carolina and Alabama, respectively. Sam
uel Lyons' birth occurred in ] "118, and he was 
educated in his native State of South Carolina. 
A carpenter by occupation, and a quiet. law abid
ing citizen, he was respecteJ by all who knew him. 
awl bis death, which occurred in lk():j, was regret
ted by the entire cOillmunity, for all realized that 
they had lo;-,t one of their best and most enterpris 
ing residents_ F. H. Lyon'S was educated in Ar 
kansas County, Ark, and tbere married .Miss Mil 
lie Handcock. an estimable lady. To them have 
been born the following children: Ularah B., 
Henry H., Annie, Caroline and Charley. JUl'. 
Lyons has a fine farm of l~O acros, 1t10 of whichj 
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are in a high state of cultivation, and finely stocked 
with all grades of animals. He has held the office 
of school director or trustee for eight years. Him 
self and wife are members of the :Methodist Epis 
copal Church, and to all enterprises that promote 
the growth of the county, Mr. Lyons is a liberal 
contributor. 

W. R. McCrary, numbered among Lonoke's 
active merchants and a dealer in general merchan
difie, was born in Lowndes County, Ala., in 183G, 
being the son of G. L. and L. A. (Ruttledge) Mc
eral'Y, both natives of Georgia. The progenitors 
of the l\IcCrary family were three sturdy brothers, 
Irish, who came to America at an early day, and 
settled in the Carolinas. ",Yhen 'V. R. :lUcCrary 
was ·about elpven years old he acrompaniec1 his 
parents to l\iissis'3ippi. where he remained until 
twenty years of age, at that time leaving the pa 
rental roof to enter the Kentucky l\1ilitary Insti 
tutE'. He graduated as a civil engineer, receiving 
the dt-gree of C. E., and at once repaired to Sel 
rna, Ala., where he accepted the position of assist 
ant engineer on the Selma & Gulf Railroad. In 
1862 he enlisted in Company I, Forty third l\1is 
sissippi, having previously served twelve m0nths 
in a battalion, where he was commissioned lienten 
ant, and participated in the battles of Corinth, 
Iuka, in the entire Georgia campaign and at 
the Riege of Vicksburg and Resaca. In 1864 he 
went with Hoods' campaign into Tennessee and 
took part in the battle of Franklin; and while in 
the engag8ment at Nashville received a severe 
wound in the head, for months his life lJeing de 
spaired of. While in the hospital he was taken 
pri~oner to Fort Delaware, and during his confine 
ment was paroled and sent to Richmond. In the 
meantime he had been commissioned captain. 
After the close of the war Capt. l\IcCrary embarkeu 
in the drug business at Columbus, Miss., and in 
1874 came to Arkansas, establishing himself in the 
mercantile trade at Lonoke, which he has since 
carried on snceessfully, a~ his manner of doing 
business ensures for him the liberal patronage of 
the entire community. 1\11'. l\1cCrary has taken 
an active interest in all a(lvancemE'nts and enter 
prises of the town, especially in educational mat 
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ters, and for ten consecutive years was a member 
of the school board, re~igning in 1880. In social 
affairs he is identified with Lonoke Lodge of the 
A. F. & A. 1\1., and is also a c hartN' lllelllLf'r of 
the Knights of Honor. In 1872 he was married 
to 1\Iiss Eugenia 'Vither5poon, a native of Lowndes 
County, Miss., who came with her parentg to AI' 
kansas. To them have been born a family of fonr 
sons and two daughters. Mr. 1\1cCraryaud family 
worship at the Presbyterian Church. 

Silas \Y. Marble, though an out-ana out Buck
eye, is now a sturdy SOil, by adoption, of Arkansas, 
and is engaged in dairy farming in Lonoke Coun
ty. He was born in Knox County, Ohio, May 17. 
lS-t4, being the son of William J. ~'Iarble, who 
ca;;;e originally from St. Lawrence County, N. Y., 
to Ohio, with another brother, at an early date. 
They were then young men, and engaged in rarm 
ing. Mr. Marble was also in charge of the county 
poor farm of Knox County for six years. In 
1866 he removed with his family to Illinois, set 
tling in Henderson County, where he is now living, 
in his eightieth year. He was a "bugler" for a 
militia company while in the State or New York. 
A Republican politically, until 1~76, he then voted 
for Tilden, and has supported thE' Democratic 
nominee ever since, being an active politician, and 
has held some township office nearly all of the 
time. In religious ideas he is a firm believer in 
the Universalist Church. l\Irs. Marble was born 
in Vermont, in 1&12, her maiden name. being 
Sarah Beach; she died in 18137, a member of the 
Lutheran Church. They were the parents of ten 
children, all of whom are living, the youngest 
being thirty two years of age. Silas W. remained 
in Ohio nntil the breaking out of the Oi viI War, 
when he enlisted at the age of seventeen, in Com 
pany F, One Hundred awl Twenty fir..,t Ohio Vol 
nnteer Infantry, in wbich he served until June, 
1865. He participated in the battles of Perryville 
(Ky.), Chickamauga, and in all of the engagements 
during Sherman's march to the sea. He had a 
hmse shot from under him at Bentonville, N. C., 
hnt escaped uninjured. After the war 1\11'. Marble 
returne(l home, and OIl July (), went to Illinois,jI ana located in Knox Count,y, continuing there fivo 

years. Then he spent tlw next five years in Iro 
quois County, and aft0rward the "lame length of 
time in Henderson County. In 18~3 he moved 
to Lonoke County, Ark., c;ettling ill Carlisle Town 
ship, where hfl bonght the fal'm 11(' still owns and 
occupies, the same then being nnimprovE'(l. Hp now 
has 160 acres under improvement; also owns sixty 
acre5 of timber, and is d8voting his attention prin 
cipally to stock raising and dairy fanning. ~While 

living in Knox County, he was connected with Post 
and Redfield, prominent stock raisers. l\Ir. ~Iar 
ble was married in lS73, to l\Iiss Lizzie B. Vance, 
a native of Pennsylvania, and a daughter of Isaac 
Vance. Mr. and Mrs. :Marble are the parents of 
three children, one of whom onl} is living, Fred E. 
Frank E. and Mabel C. are ueceased. Mr. Marble 
is a member of the G. A. R., belonging to Post 
No. 39. He is a strong RepUblican, and a liberal 
donator to all charitable and public enterprises. 

Gregory Martineau, a son of Andrew and 
Josetta (Gould) lV1artineau, was born in the prov 
ince of Ontario (Canada), near the city of Ottawa, 
March 25, 184:6. His father and mother were 
descendants of one of the early pioneer families in 
Quebec, Canada. Gregory grew to manhood upon 
the home place, and spent most of his time attend 
ing the schoob of that section. When sevpnteen 
years of age he carne to the United States, first 
locating in Michigan, where he remained for one 
year, and then went to Minnesota. In 1864:, 
enlisting in Company G, Eleventh Minnesota Regi 
went Volunteer Infantry, he served until the ces 
sation 9f hostilities, after which he went to 1\'Iis
souri and resided there about nine years. Missouri 
not quite coming up to his expectations of the 
famous" 'Yest," he accordingly moved again, 
this time settling in Lonoke County, Ark. He 
now resides on Section G of Lonoke Township, 
and has a good farm of eighty aeteR, with twenty 
acres in a high state of cultivation. In lb73 1\lr. 
Martineau's marriage with Miss Sarah Lamb was 
('onsummated, and to them nine children have been 
born, seven sons and two daughters. Mr. :l\I1ar
tinean and family worship at the 1\Iethodist Epis 
copal Church, South. He is a member of the 

,choo! board, baving held this position for tho past t 
~-~~--------------------------~'~&~ 
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mne years, and is also a member and presiding 
officer of the Wheel. 

Columbns l\Ietcalf IS another of Gray Towll
ship's leading repre:,entative farmers. a~ '3ueh 
having attained to well deserved prominence. He 
was born ill K8ntucky. July 14, U-5:1D. EliRa Met 
calf. his father, wa'3 also a Kentuckian by birth 
and bringing up, first seeing the light of day in 
lS0G. By his marriage to Matilda Spaulding he 
became the father of ten children. nine boys and 
une girl. The father was a farmer by occupation. 
owning about fifty two acres of land. Both he 
and his wife were members of the Catholic 
Church. He died in IS() 1, his wife following him 
in 1880. Columbus received his education in the 
Blue Grass State, livlng there till 1833, when he 
rame to Arkansas and located in Brownsville, 
Prairie County. He was a mechanic, and here 
worked at his trade. Upon locating in Arkansas 
he had a capital of $4:00, but by honest toil has 
richly thrived, and to day is one of the most pros
perous farmers in this township. In ~eptember. 
183'1, he was marrled to Mary J. Cook, who bore 
him one child, Alice. and died in H~61. Mr. l\Iet
calf was again married to l\Iary J. (Trimble) Ben
nett on October 13, 180R She was a daughter of 
Robert and Ruthie Trimble. Two children were 
bOTn to this union: Lora A. and Albert. Mrs. 
l\Ietcalf died in January, 1869, mourned by hosts 
of friends. 1\11'. Metcalf lS a farmer and mechanic. 
He has held membership in the Agricultural 
'Yheel, and is a consistent member of the Catholic 
Church. 

Otis A. Miner. Prominent among the dairy
men of Carlisie Township, Lonoke County, is Mr. 
Miner, who was born in Genesee County, N. Y., 
in 183-1, his parents being Austin and Caroline 
(Brown) Miner, natives of Massachusetts. The 
paternal gradparpnts. Leamon and Joanna Miner, 
were of Massachusetts birth, and moved to New 
York ~tate when Austin Miner was a boy. His 
(Austin':,) mother lived. to be over one hundred 
years oIrl, and she had one t>ister who survived to 
an age exceeding one hundred and five years; in 
deed, all her family were noted for their longevity.j 
Austin Miner and his wife are both living, and 

reside on the farm which his father bought, being 
well advanced in years. They were the parents of 
ten children, an but one of whom reached. matur
ity. and eight of them are yet living. Otis J\Iiner 
commenced reading law when twenty yean;; of age 
and remained in a law office for three years, then 
entering upon acti ve practice, which he continued 
for two years: His health failing he then engaged 
in farming, and in 187g went to 1\1ichigan, wh,:..re 
he remained three years, after which he came to 
Arkansas and located on the farm which he yet 
occupies. nil'. Minel" s wife was forruerly Ada 1\1. 
Walkel', also a native of New York, in which State 
they were married. They are parents of one child, 
Austin C., born January 18, 1886. 1\11'. Miner is 
a strong Republican. and though a young man, is 
justice of the peace of this township. He is one 
of the most popular citizens of the community, and 
it is said that to be eleeted to any local office he 
would only need to signify his willingness to ac
cept the nomination. 

Bev. James Wilson :lUoore (deceased), first 
pastor of Sylvania Presbyterian Church, was born 
in Northumberland County, Penn., September 1J, 
1797, being the son of James Moore, a native of 
Ireland. 1\11'. MOOTe was a graduate of the Theo
logical College, at Princeton, N. J. He was or
dained by Northumberland Presbytery in IS:n, 
and the following Jannar:v came to Arkansas Tel' 
ritory and located in Little Rock, where he organ 
ized the first Presbyterian Church in the Territory. 
He remained in Little Rock, engaged in preaching 
the Gospel. for twelve years. a few years of which 
time were spent in teaching a selpct classical schooL 
and later moved to what is now Lonoke County. 
where he built the first log church in that part of 
the :StatE', in 18-13. A few years after he erected 
a frame church, and just before the war hnilt the 
pioneer brick church. He also established a good 
school. 1\11'. 1\1oore patiently worked here from 
1840 until his death (which oCClured in 1'-.,7:3/ fOl' 
the spiritual, moral and intellectual welfare of the 
community. Returning to Nl:'w Jprsp~· in 1830, 
lle was there married to Elizabetb Guild Green. a 
natiY8 of that State, and a daughter of \\' illiam E. 
and Charity Green. They became the parenb of 
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eight children, who attained the age of matm'ity: 
Oapt. ~\yilliam E. Moore (who was killed at the 
battle of Ohickamauga, while acting as colonel of 
his regiment), 1\lary \V. {widow of William B. 
Nash), Maj. Charles B. 1\loo1'e (of Little Hock), 
Dr..Jame~ W. (now deceased), Alexander M. (also 
deceased), Henry (an attorney at Texarkana), 
Philip G. (deceased) amI Elizabeth L. The sur 
vi VOl'S of this illustrious family are held in high 
esteem by the citizens of the localities in which 
they reside. 

J allies lH. Morris is a native of Tennessee, 
where he was born, in tltewart County, J nly 1, 
18·n, and is the son of the Rev. James T. and 
Eliza (Weeks) Morris, nati ves of Tennessee. James 
T. Morris was a farmer, and minister of the Cum
berland Presbyterian Ohurch. He made a trip to 
California in 1830, and after returning llioved to 
Pulaski County, Ark, in 1852, and the following 
year to Louoke County, where he resided until bis 
death, in J nl), 1887. He was one of the pioneer 
preachers of Arkansas. His wife died in 1881. 
James M. 1\lorris accompanied his father to this 
Territory when a boy of plevell years, and remained 
with him until the war broke ont, when he enlisted 
in the Confederate sf'l'vice, in J nly, 186], in \Yood 
ruff's artillery, in which he sE>rved until the close 
of hostilities. He participated in the battles of 
Prairie Grove, Helena, .Jenkins' Fel'1'Y, Mansfield 
awl a number of othen,; after pea('e was declared 
returning to Lonoke County, when" he has since 
resided. In] ~,2 Mr. MenTis bought the farm on 
which he still resides, consisting of ;·WO acre'3. 15() 
acres of which are unuer cultivation. He was 
married in September, J871. to Leonora M. I')Olll 

ers, a nahve of this State, awl a daughter of Hev. 
J. B. Somers. Mrs. Morris died in February, 
1~82, leaving two chilJren: Ella (wife of Dr. Allen, 
of England Station) anu James Hohert (who is llOW 

at school at Lonoke). Mr. Morris was married the 
second time, in 1884:, to Mrs. Arkansas Winfery 
(ru-'p Chadick), of Arkansas nativity, who departed 
'this life on November 17, 188'3. Mr. 1\Iorris has a 
fine farm, upon it there being a large orchard of su
perior varieties of apples, pears and peaf'hes. He 
is a member of, and ('lass leader in, the Methouist 
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Epi,,>copal Church, South, al~d is acti ve in Sunday
Rchool work; he is also a member of the Masonic 
order, awl a highly respected citizen. 

W. Nathan 1\lorris, now just in the prime of 
an active and well spent life, is a successful ngri
culturitJt of this region. He was born in SteWaI t 
County, Tenn., in 11)50, to the ullion of Rev. James 
T. 1\1orrjsand Bliza (Weeks) 1\lorris, a sketch of 
whom immeuiately precedes this. Nathan Morris 
passed his boyhoou days at home, until he became 
of age, shortly after which h(" bought an improved 
farm, and commenced life for himself. Active and 
persfwering in his auopted calling, he now owns 
1,300 acres of land in this county, in different 
tracts, about 400 acres of which are nndel' cultiva
tion; 24G acres of improveu land comprise the 
bome farm, and bere he residps, enjoying wide re
spect. In 18'3G he built a cotton· gin, and now has 
one of the finest gins in this part of the State, 
fitted thl'oughout with new machinery. The fol 
lowing year he built a saw.mill, and at this time is 
engaged also in getting out lumber. Mr. 1\lo1'1'is 
is a member of the Masonic order, and belongs to 
the Methodist EpiscoJ:al Church. He is public 
spirited and energetic. and by a life of honorable 
deportment has gained universal esteem. 

George W. Morris is also a member of one of 
Lonoke County's best known and most highly re 
pected families. A native born resident of the 
connty, he was born l\-Iay -+, 1837, his father and 
mother, James T. and Eliza (\Y eeks) 1\lo1'1'is, hav 
ing moved from their native State of Tennessee to 
Arkansas in about 1840, settling in Prairie Oounty, 
where they both died, lVII'. lUorri::, in ] 8S7, and his 
wife some years before. George \V. 1\lorris en 
gaged in farming in this county a few years ago, 
and in IS'S3 emuarked in the livery business, which 
he ca1'1'i('u on in connection with agricultural pur 
snits until 1"-l~S. Selling out, he removecl to Eng 
land Station, where he resumed the livery oc('upa 
tion, and also carried 011 fanning. Mr. Morris has 
about 30() acres of fine bottom land, which he cul
tivates in an excellent manner. He has hE'ld the 
offices of justice of tlJe peace, cow.,table and other 
local offices, and is at present a member of the ' 
school board. He was marrioc! in February. 187+, t 
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ing 2-1:0 acres of fine land, 1~O of which are under 
culti vation. He has comfortable and convenient 
TI-'sidellce and other buildings, and is himself a de
",irable host, an affable gentleman. On J annary 
1, 1872, he was married. in Little Rock to Mrs. 
Anua B. Smith, nee Hopkins. She was a native 
of Alabama but educated in Arkansas. By this 
marriage there was one daughter, Ettie, who died 
ill early childhood. 

James "Y. Munnerl)n is a respected citjzen of 
Lonoke County, Ark., and lives one mile W8bt of 
the original town of Brownsville, on the old Mili
tm-y Road. and on the Lent Bolton place, which he 
now owns. He is a native of North Carolina, and 
was born in Anson County in 1842, the son of John 
R. and Patsey (nee 'Yest) MuU-nerlyn, natiyes of 
North Carolina. He remained with his parents 
nntil the commencement of the" \Yar between the 
States" in 1861, in which year he entered the 
Confederate army, enlisting in Company A, Twen 
ty-third North Carolina Regiment, and participat 
ed in the battle of \Villiamsburg, and marched the 
succeeding three day~ on three ears of parched 
corn. He was also in the battles of Seven Pines, 
the seven days' fight around Richmond, and was 
shot tbrough the arm at Malvern Hill and "\Vas 
furloughed for forty days, the furlough being ex
tended ten days, at the expiration of which he re 
turned, and was at thl? battles of Fredericksburg, 
Chancellorsville and Gettp;blug. He was also in 
the campaign' against Grant in the \rilderness, 
Spottsylvania Court House and Gaines' lVlill, or 
Cold Harbor. He was then detached with Early, 
went to Lynchburg, repelled the advance of Hun 
tel', crossed the mountains and captured Harper's 
FerrYr then went up and crossed the Potomac 
River near Shepherdstown, and was in the fio-ht 
near Fredericks City, at the block house and the 
railroad bridge on the 1\10noxey Ri ver, at which he 
was strucJ... with a piece of bomb-shell j this tore 
off the left leg of his pants, just below the knef', 
bruised the shin and turned him a complete som. 
ersault, he being stunned for a few minutes, 
though he fonnel afterward that be ba 1 connter 
marched twenty or thirty paces. Starting thf' next 
morning, he marched two days and one nicrht with 
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to Lily Gray, a daughter of Thomas Gray, and they 
have a family of two childl'pn: Euuicp and GeorgI" 
E. Mr. Morris is a member of tllP Cumbprlalld 
Presbyterian Church, and belongs to the Masonic 
ordl?r, holding a membership in Lonoke Lodge No. 
01, ill which he has held heveral positions. As a 
public spirih'd citizen he is widely known, lending 
his influence to all work for the goo(l of the locality 
in which he lives. 

Dr. E. S. Motter, physician and farmer of 
Pulaski Township, Lonoke County, was born neal' 
Frederick City, Md., in May, 1832, and is the son 
of J. S. and Mary Motter (nee Smith), both natives 
of Maryland. In 1857 the family moved to Mis
sonri1 locating in Lewis County, where Mr. Motter 
cleared a large farm and resided till his death 
about 18<;,4. His wife died in the State of her 
birth in 1854. Dr. Motter grew to manhood in 
1Haryland, receiving a good education in the high 
schools and academies of that State, and upon the 
completion of his literary learning took a conrse in 
medicine at thl? Univen;ity of Maryland, and at the 
:lUedical Department of the Cit) and Marine Has 
pital of Baltimore, graduating in 183.t.. After 
finishing, he located in Piedmont, Va., where he 
began the active practice of medicine, entering 
npon a career which proved successful and bene
ficial. In] 83G be moved to LeaYenwOl'tb, continu
ing his practice np to the beginning of tbe war, 
when he enlisted in tbe Confederate army, Apl'il 
] G, ] So1, enroWng as a private in the Seventh 
Virginia Cavalry. After serving in that regiment 
until the year 186:1, he came to Arkansas and was 
assiglled to the Tenth Ark::msas Regiment, being 
appointed regimental surgeon, in which capacity 
he sprved till the close of the war. While in the 
Virginia regiment he pal ticipated in a number of 
important battles, aUlong them being the first and 
second battles of Manassas, \Vincbester, Fredricks
burg, Sharpsburg and numerous other engage
mentA. After tbe closing of the war, the Doctor 
located at Hickory Plaiu8, Ark., practicing his 
profession from 1863 to 1 'q7J. In 1Q72, he came 
to Lonoke County, and settled on the place he now 
makes his borne, where he has since practiced his 
profession. He is quite an extensive farmer, own
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out sleeping, ana stacked one of the foul' guns of his 
l"E'giruent on the evening of the second day neat" 
Goorgetown, the army being almosL worn out by 
exhaustion. He was capturE'd neal' WinchestN on 
SeptE'm bel' 1~l, 1Sf14, was tr~nsported to Point 
Lookout, and was retained a prisoner for six 
months, where he undm'went very great privations, 
all of which his manly spirit was able to 'endure, 
heing snstained by a consciousnesc;; of the rectitude 
of the principle and justice of the cause fol' which 
he had so ardently contendE'd. After the war Mr. 
1\Innnerlyn returned to his home, and the same 
year was marriE'd to l\liss Martha A. Martin, a 
native of Nortb Carolina, and from one of the old 
est familips. f.ro tbis union were born eigbt cbil
(hen. of wbom two sons and five daugbtel's are now 
living. In 1869 the family removed to Mississippi 
and located in the northern part of the State. In 
1')/'1 1\Ir. 1\lunnerlyn again moved. this time going 
to Texas, where, after a residence of nine years, 
he came to Arkansas. Here, in ] 880, be lost his 
wife and one child (a little boy). In 1881 he went 
to Mississippi, and was then' again marriecl, this 
time to Miss Hettie Elizabeth Parker. To this 
union have been born four children (all girls) two 
of whom are living. He returned the same year 
to ArkansaR. bringing his rather and mother. The 
rather died in ] 888, aged elghty eight years, from 
old age; his mother is living, aged sixty eight, and 
enjoying real goo'l health. Mr. Munnerlyn is of 
aIel Scotch blood, and in politics is a Jeffersonian 
Democrat. His ecclt'siaRtical faith iR, that all of 
mankind will ultimately lw rt'stored to holiness 
and happinE>8s. His wire is a member of the 
J\Ipthodist Episcopal Chluch. 

j 

George P. Murrell, proprietor of the Austin 
Nursery, which is thE' only nursery in Lonoke 
County, and the largest in the State, is Joing an 
extensive business. Mr. Murrell was born in Bo]
i val', Hardeman County, Tenn., March ] 2, ] C5.J-8, 
and was the son of William and Nancy (Mitchell) 
Murrell. The fanner was born in Alabama, April 
2 1SOU from whieh State he moved in 1830, 
g~ing fi~'st to Kentucky, then to Tennessee, and 
afterward settling in this county, where he died 
Angn~t 2], 1887. His wife was a native of Ala 
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hama, and was born in about 1812, dying January 
31, I8f1!). She left ten childnm, four of whom are 
still living. George P. Murrell came to this county 
with his parents at the age of twelvp yt'ars, and 
was married here in 1Hf1B, to Alief' J. ~killern, 

whose birth occurred in 1\1aoi80n County, Tpnn., 
October 18, 1/-'30. She was the danghter of I. U. 
A. Skillern, one of the first spttlprs in Lono}"e 
County. They are the pan'ntH of fiv(' chihlren: 
George A., lone H., Corinne A., Gertrude F. and 
Louie Marvin. Mr. Murrell was first engaged as 
clerk and book keeper at Austin, and afterward 
went on the road as notion salesman. In 1 'i69 he 
embal'ked in the mercantile business at Austin, in 
which he continued for three years. He next went 
on a farm. and in 1872 started the Austin Nursery. 
He has about 133 acres of fine land, with 11 () acres 
under cultivation, and 100 acres of which are in 
all kinds of nursery stock. Mr. and Mrs. 1\iulTell 
are both members of the Methodi~t Church. Mr. 
Murrell is a prominent Democrat of his county. 
and a highly respectpd citizen. 

Benjamin D. Muzzy, the popular and efficient 
postmaster of Oarlisle, and also a merchant, was 
born in Noble County, Ohio, in ]8;)5, his father, 
Jeremiah D. Muzzy, a native of the same county, 
having been born in ] \)31. He was a son of 
Thomas N. Muzzy, of 1\Iassachusetts nativity. The 
latter emigrated to Ohio among the early settlel's, 
and had to cut his way from the Military Road to 
where he entered his land. He was a mnsician in 
the War of 1812, and died at the age of ninety-
seven years, in ] 884. He was a farmer by occnpa
tion, and a member or the Presbyterian Church. 
and was noted for his stt'ady habits, neither using 
intoxirating liquor nor tobacco. He was a ·Whig. 
and later a Republican, and though not actively 
engaged in thE' late war, he helped to organizt' 
several companieR. He also had ~ome interests in 
a railroad company, and took an active part in all 
pnterprif;es to develop tbe country. He reared a 
family of twelve children, of whom Jeremiah, the 
father of our subject, was the next to the youngest. 
Jeremiab D. enlisted in the One Hundred and 

Twenty"second Ohio Infantry, in Company H, in t 
18G2, in which h. served until the Spring of l~F 
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when he was discharged on account of disability. 
Then he returned home and died in August of that 
year, having been an active mf'mber of the Baptist 
Church. He was married to Mary A. Thomas, 
originally from 'Yales, who came to this country 
with her parents when an infant. Her f,ttLer and 
mother, Evan and Elinor Thomas settled first in 
Pennsylvania, and two or three years later moved 
to Ohio. Evan Thomas was a physic'ian, and fol 
10wAd his profession in this country until his death. 
which occurred in 1844, at the age of fifty. After 
the death of Mr. Muzzy, 1\1rs. Muzzy and the 
children moved to Arkansa'l, in 1868, locating in 
Little Rock. Three years later they callle to Grange 
Prairie, and settled in Oarlisle, where she has 
since lived. She is the mother of ~eVf'n children, 
fiv!? of whom are now living: Louisa (deceased), 
Benjamin D. (the subject of this sketch), Ada (de 
cE'ased, who was the wife of Gf'Ol'ge T. Sonton, of 
Carlisle), Orlan T., Louis E., Fred. T. and Jed 
E. Mrs. Muzzy lives with her son, Benjamin D., 
and is an active member of the Baptist Church, of 
';\hich she was one of the founders in Carlisle, the 
church being organized in ] 875. Benjamin D. 
was only fifteen years of age when he removed to 
Arkansas with his mother, and was educated in 
Little Rock, and in 1879 took a commercial course 
at Louisville, Ky. He then returned to Carlisle 
and engaged in the mercantile business, and was 
appointed postmaster of this place, which office he 
held until 1886, being reappointpd in July, 1889. 
Mr. Muzzy'R wife was formerly Lizzie Reiff, 
daughtE'r of Dr. T. J. Reiff, whosE' biography ap 
pears in this work. They are the parents of three 
children. two now living: Daisy. Gem (deceased), 
and an infant daughter not named. 1\Ir. Muzz~' is 
a member of the K. of H., and is one of the lead 
ing politicians of Carlisle, being an active Repub 
lican; he has held all the local offices in tlle place, 
from mayor down. It is unnecessary to add that 
he is a highly respected citizell and a If'ading man 
of this place. 

j 
James M. Neely, a prosperous merchant and 

farmer of Cabot, also general manager of the 
Wheel Trade Union, was born in South Carolina, 
March 7, 1834, and is the son of James C. and 

Margaret A. (Fewel) Neely, originally of South 
Carolina. His father, a native of Ireland, was 
born in 1~]8, and was among the early settlers in 
this part of the State, settling in this county in 
lR5G, where he remained till his death, which oc
curred in 1 h 75. Mrs. Neely was born in South 
Carolina, and is now living with her son. This 
family consists of father, mother, and five chil 
tlren, thref' of whom are still living. In hiA boy. 
hood our suhject attended the common schools of 
this county, and since his attainment to manhood 
has taken a course in thE' commercial college at 
Little Hock. His father kept a store at Oabot the 
last four years of hiA life, during which time he 
assisted in the Rtore. In December, 1877, be was 
married to Florence Farrish, who came from North 
Oarolina to Arkansas in Jk71. They are the par 
ents of two childrE'n, Resco C. and Florence. Mr. 
Neely is a strong Democrat and cast hiR first pn'si
dential vote for Tilden in 187D. Himself and wife 
are members of the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Chlll'ch, in which 1\1r. Neely fills the office of elder 
acceptably. He owns ab0t:lt :Z,OOO acres of land, 
230 of which are under cultivation; he also owns 
the old homestead containing 410 acres of land, 
and a farm on which IS a fine sixty acre orchard. 
In 1S88 he and a brother erected a cotton gin at 
Cabot, costing $4,300: this i'3 one of the best in 
thf' State, having all the latest improvements. 

J. R. Nelon owes his nativity to Rutherfmd 
County, N. C., and is a son of J. R. Nelon and 
Nancy (Cockran) Nelon, his birth occurring Sep
tem bel' 30, 18-4.1. The former was a soldier in the 
Mexicall \Var, and is still a resident of North Car
olina, where he is engaged in farming. The sub
ject of this sketch t>nlisted in 1862, at the age of 
nineteen, in the Sixteenth Nmth Carolina Infantry, 
and was afterward transferred to the Fifty sixth, 
in which he served throughout the war. He was 
captured and taken prisoner toward the close of 
thf' war and then taken to Maryland, where he 
was paroled in 18G5. He took part in the hattles 
of seven days' fight at Richmond, Petersburg, 
Dinwiddie Court House, and a number of others. 
Aftpr serving his country faithfully he returned to 
North Carolina, and in November, 1 Cl06, callie to t. 
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Arkansas and located in what is now Lonoke 
County. J\Ir. Nelon bought the farm on which he 
now rt-'sides in 181"2, which was a tract of land 
wild and uncultivatetl. He comm.mced with noth 
ing and with debt on hiR handB, lmt iR now free 
from incumbl'ancp, and has a nne farm of 4-~O 

acre">, with over ] no cleaTed, and good huilding., 
thel't-'on, put up hy himself. Mr. Nelon waR mar 
ried fir~t ill 1C;;f)7, to Annit:> Cantrell, of this State. 

and a daughter of '''". H. H. Cantrell, of Little 
Hock, who die-d in 1S()U. He was married to his 
second wife in 1871, a Miss Anna Ford, of Ten 
ne~see, and a daughter of Robert Ford. The-y 
are the parents of five children, three of whom 
are living: Robert 'Y., George W. and Thomas J. 
lHr. Nelon with his wife is a member of the Meth 
odist Episcopal Church, South, and the Masonic 
fraternity claims him as one of its honored mem
bers. 

Stephf'n T. Northcutt first saw the light of this 
world in South Oarolina, in I8-D, as son of 'YilEam 
ano. Kesiah (Bea~ley) Northcutt. formerly of North 
Carolina. ,rilliam Northcutt is of Scotch descent, 
his father coming to the United Htates in 177fl. 
The paternal great grandmother was a full blouded 
Indian. The mother of IStephf'Il Northcutt was of 
French descent, her father coming from France in 
time to take part in the 'Yar of 1~ 12. Stephen T. 
Northcntt was brought up in Sonth Carolina where 
he Ii veel until the war brake out, when he enlisted 
in the Oonredf'rate army in 1CS() 1, in the Twenty. 
first South CaroEna Volunteer "Greyhorns " Regi 
ment, in Hagood's brigade of Roou's uivision, in 
which hp served until the close uf the war. He was 
wouuded at the hattle of Fort \Yagnf'r on Moss 
Island. and again at 'Yalthall Jullction, yet not 
severely, these being fieRh wounds. He was capt
ured at Fort Fisher, then carried to Elmira, N. Y., 
"herp he was held as prisoner from J annary ] 3, 
] '35 to September of the same year. He was an 
officer in the ., Hospital StpwarcL" and he fought 
over the ground on which his great grandfather 
fonght during the Revolutionary War, where he 
was killea. Stephen T. had fivE' brothers in the 
army with him. After the war hA returned to hiR 
home in Routh Carolina and remained there until 
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1t:56$J, when be remoyed with his family to Arkall
Rafl, and settled in Lonoke County, on tlw farm he 
still calls home. 1\11'. Northcutt owns four hnndred 
aCl'ps of land and has abont half of it cleared. He 
was married to Nancy Barnes, of South Oarolina, 
and who was horn in 1~88. They are the parentH 
of elpven children, ni~e of whom are still living: 
Lizzit-', Callie, Alicp, ,y ilJialll, Leoia, Etta, Gel' 
trudf', Albert and Lovica. 1\1r. Northcutt, with 
his wife, belongs to the Methodist Church; he has 
held the office of justice of the lwacf' for Rix years, 
also the offices of school director, and coroner for 
two terms, four years. Political1y he is a strong 
Democrat. 

Andrew Park, a thorough agriculturist and one 
of the most prominent among the cultivators of 
the soil of Lonoke County, was born in CarrolJ 
County, Tenn., September 8, 1 CS35. His father, 
Ephraim Park, a resident of Georgia, was mar 
ried in South Carolina to Miss Clara Jackson. 
They were the parents of nine children, fonr boys 
and five girls. His father was a fanner hy occu 
pation. He moved from South Carolina to Mis 
sOUl'i, thence to Tennessee. In 18-t--± he left thE' 
fair State of Tennessee, going to Mississippi, and 
living there until his demise, which occurred on 
July 28, 184-8. His wife was a member of the 
Missionary Baptist Church. She departed this 
life on September] 5, 18'34. The gl'anufatber of 
onr subject was in the Revolutionary 'Yal', pass
ing through all its hardships without a wonnd. 
Andrew was educated in Mississippi, where he 
married Delila A. Foster on August 3], 183\). :'l 

danghter of Noah and Lodiski Foster. At the 
time of his marriage his worldly possessionf'> \vere 
comprised of a horse and saddle; but by enel' 
getic and well directed efforts he haR risen, and is 
now quite well to do. Nine childreu, six girls and 
thrf'e boys, have been born to their union. Eight 
of the children are living, four making their home 
with their parents: Frances L. (wife of Taylm 
Spiers, deceased in 1CS77; then again married R. P. 
Parks), Mattie E. (wife of T. C. 'Yiley), Virginia 
J. (wife of J. 'Y. Calk), Nannie J., Lulu T. (wife 
of J. H. Calk), 'Wallace 1n., Walter B., Katie P., 
Arthur (deceased in infancy). Mr. Park owns a 
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piece of land 160 acres in extent, with sixty acres 
unuer cultivation, antI which is counted as a No.1 
farm. He is a member of the "Wheel, having hpld 
the office of treasnrer of the Oounty Wheel; also 
that of president of Masibardinent 'rheel. His 
wife is a devoted member of the Metho(Ii<;t Ohnrch. 

J ames Milton Park, M. D., Cabot's leauing 
physician, was born in Pallola Oounty, Miss., Feb 
ruary 6, 1 ~31. being the son of Mathew Hnd Caro 
line (,Yalker) Park, early settlers of Tennessee. 
His father, "Mathew Park, removed to Panola 
County, Miss., when a boy of seventeen years, anu 
resided there till 1883, in the meantime marrying, 
when he removed to Lonoke Connty, Ark., and pur 
chased the farm on which he still lives. He is a 
leading Democrat in politics. and was appointed 
postmaster of Cabot under President Cleveland's 
administration, filling this office very acceptably 
for about three years. lVlatbew was a son of 
Ephraim and Clara (Jackson) Park. wbo were of 
Scotch and Irish descent. He anu his wife still 
live, and are the parents of five children, all of 
whom are living: John F. (a lawyer of De ,\,itt, 
Ark.), Johnson (a merchant of Cabot), Paschall 
(telegraph opprator at Cabot), Mary \Vright (a 
widow residing at Cabot) and James Milton (om' 
subject, and tbe oluest of the family). The latter 
was reared in his nati ve county, and received his 
literary education at Trezvant in the Panola County 
Masonic Institute. He acquired his medical edu 
cation at the Eclectic Medical College, of Cincin 
nati, Ohio, graduating from this school in 187 L. 
After graduating he went to Ozark, Ark., and be
gan the practice of medicine, and ill 1872 went to 
Hickory Plains, Prairie County, residing there un 
til 1873, when be came to Cabot, where he now 
makes his home. He has built up an extensive prac
tice in this town, and accumulated ronsiuerable 
property, owning over 800 acres of lawl, also the 
house and lot where he lives. Dr. Park was mar 
ried, in 1873, to Miss Arabella Simmons, a Ten 
nesseean by birth. Mrs. Park died in 1S87, leav 
ing one cbild, 1\1ary Eugene. In April, 18c.s9, the 
DoctOT was married, the seconu time, to Miss Mary 
Harris, of Prairie Grove, who was born in Texas, 

He is a member of the Masonic order,~~18r~~ 

belonging to the Cabot Lodge No. 319. Having 
been elected chairman of the Democratic Central 
Committti8, of the couaty, he has served thi'3 body 
for about six years. and also filleu the office of sec
retary for this same society for a like number of 
years. Hp ba'3 presided over the State Eclectic 
:\Iediral Society, as presillent one} ear, correspond 
iug secretary of same for two years, and treasurer 
three years, which officI" he now fills. He is a mem 
bel' of the National Eclectic Medical Society, and 
one of the directoIs of the "Famous Life Asso 
ciation. " Himself and wife are members of the 
Methodist Uhurch. Having grown weary of coun 
try practice, he contemplateR moving to Hot 
Springs, to open an office in that place. 

'.r illiam 1\I. Patton, merchant and farmer, born 
in Haywood County, Tenn., June 3, 11383, was the 
son of "William and Margaret (Johnson) Patton, 
natives of Orange County, N. C., born in the years 
180;3 and 1802, respectively. William Patton, Sr., 
was tbe son of Alexanuer Patton, who claims North 
Carolina as his birthplace. He was drafted near 
the close of the War of ] 812, and because of this 
did not E>erve. He was a farmer, of hish descent, 
and died nearly eighty two years of age. The 
father of our subject moved from North Carolina 
to ,y estern Tenlle~see soon after his marriage, which 
was about 18~1, and was one of the early settlers 
there. He bought a farm soon after coming to 
this place, and Oll tbis he btill lives, being about 
eighty-six years old. His wife died in 184..1, leay
illg a family of seven children, six of whom are 
living. ,Villiam 1\1. Patton, the principal of this 
sketch, wa"! rai~ed and educated in Haywood 
County, Telln. At the age of twenty three he 
came to Crittenden County, Ark., remaining in 
this county about four years. He was first mar 
ried in Tennessee, to Miss Jane 1\lo1'e, of North 
Carolina, and who died in Crittenden County, in 
18tH. This wife was the mother of two rhildren, 
both of whom are deceased. His f'>ecolld marriage 
took place in Crittenden Connty, in um:-3, to Julia 
E. Hayes, who was born in Gibson County, Tenn., 
about 184-0. She is the mother of s('ven rbildren. 
two deceased: Maggie 1\I. , Jennie P .. Lizzie J., 
Carrie L. and Hoberta 1\1. In lS(}() 1\11'. Patton t 
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moved to Lonoke County, and settled ou a farm, 
one mile from where he now lives; resiuing on 
this until 1"74, aftE'r which tim!:' he moved to Cabot 
and opened a gell81'al store, where he continues in 
business as one of the leaning merchants in that 
village. HE' cleals in cotton alHl general produce, 
carries a stock valned at $1G,O()O, and is the owner 
of 1,000 acres of land in this and Pulaski Counties, 
and is con"lidered the wealthiest man in this part 
of the county. Starting in life empty handecl, he 
has made all that he is now worth without any 
assi"tance. He j oinecl the "l\Iasonic order in ] 872, 
and became a ulPmber of the Cabot Lodge No. 
319, in which he is acting treasurer. Mr. and 
Mrs. Patton are members of thE' l\Iissionary Bap
tist Church. In politics he affiliateR with the 
Democratic party, is a strong belif'ver ill temper 
ance, charity and good will toward all men; is not 
addicted to the use of tobacco, nor strong drink in 
any form; is prompt in the payment of his debts, 
believing that punctuality is the life of trade, and 
that honesty is the best policy; firmly believes that 
the Bible is inspired, and that it is God's word to 
men, and as such must be accepted. 

John H. Percefull, foremost among the oldest 
and prominent farmers of Lonoke County, was 
born in Pulaski County, within seven miles of his 
present home, in 1826, on lVlarch 3], and was the 
son of John and Sarah (MitchE'll) Pel'cefull, at an 
early day residents of Kentucky and Tennessee, 
respectively, They immigrated to this State in 
the 20's, and bPttleu in :l\Ionroe County, near CIaI' 
pndon, all of their children being born in Pulaski 
County. l\Ir. Percefull was an active worker in 
the Christian Church, and lived to be about sixty 
years of age. He was the father of six children, 
two of whom are still living: l\IrR. Melvina Dead 
mon and John H. (our subject). He was reared in 
Central Arkansas, anel there being no free schools 
in the Statp at that time, the little education he ob 
tained was got in Little Hock. He waH married, 
June 80, Ib;)3, to ConlE'lia E. Shousf', whose birth 
place was in Arkansas, where shE' recei, ed her 
early training, and died December ], 18tH, leav 
ing four children, two of whom are still living: 
John H. and Alexander C. Mr. Percefull enlisted 
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in the Confederate army in ISB1, in Col. Monroe's 
regiment, ancl f,ervpcl 011 detacheu duty most of the 
time, being engagE'd in berJing cattle for the sol 
diel's; took part in some of the minor battles, also 
in a number of f-lkirmiRhes; was taken prisoner and 
carripd to Little Rock, wheI'e he took the oath of 
allegiance and was releaf,ed. Mr. Perf'2full was 
married the second time to Catherine Leonard, of 
Arkansas, Fpbruary 3, 1862, Rhp being the daugh 
tel' of John Leonard, a native of Illinois. Mr. and 
MrR. Percefull were the parents of nine children 
(three of whom are deceased): Clementine, Lillie 
N., Lulu (deceased), Anna B. (deceased), George 
'Y. D., Marshall, James F. (deceased), Cora Lee 
and Grover Cleveland (born January 22, ] 887). 
Himself and wife are memb81s of the Christian 
CllUrch, he baving belonged to this denomination 
for thirty years. Politically a strong Democrat, 
he is held in esteem as a citizen by all. He has a 
large farm well under culti vation, and during the 
war owned a large number of cattle, which the 
Federals seized. He is a very active and strong 
man, and can do as much hard work as any of his 
sons. 

,Yilliam T. Perry, known in Lonoke County as 
a prosperous planter, was born in I\Iacon County, 
Ala., March 20, 18-11, and is one of fifteen chil 
dren who came to gladden the bearts of J. l\I. and 
Margaret (White) Perry. J. M. Perry was born 
in North Carolina in ]812, where he passed his 
childhood days, attending and receiving his educa 
tion in the common schools of the county. He 
was married in this State in 11:\-, to Margaret 
,Yhite, also of North Carolina. In 1860 he emi 
gratE'd to Alahama, settling in Russell County. 
He served in the InJian war, and many a thrilling 
episode has he related to his children of the peril 
ous adventures of those days. He moved from 
Alabama into Arkan~as in ]857, settling in Prairie 
County, where he resided the remaincler of bis 
life. Himself and wife were members of the 
I\Iethodist Episcopal Church, he having been a 
minister of the Gospel for a number of years, 
beside following the occupation of farming. The 
Masonic order and Royal Arch l\1asons know him 

ana recognize him as one of their members. :=-.~ 
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subject's early life was that of the average boy, 
most of his time being passed in the :-,chools of 
Arkansas, and when twenty years of age came to 
the conclusion that it was not good for man to be 
alone, and chose for his helpmate Adeline Perry. 
Miss Perry was a daughter of Hinton and Hixy 
Perry, and to their union have been born ten chil 
dren. five of whom are living: 'Villiam T., l\Iaggie 
M., J\Iary A. , Jack A., Arrosa J. The cleceased 
are Beatrice, Mary E., Burrel B., Thomas 'Y. and 
Milton B. Mr. Perry has a very fine farm of 
eighty acres, which is carefully cultivated. He 
has been a member of the vVheel, holding the 
office of "\ ice president in that society for two 
years, and has filled the office of steward of the 
Grange. J\Ir. and J\lrs. Perry are consistent 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Ohu1'ch. He 
served Oil the Confederate side of the late war, en· 
listing in 1805 undE'r Gen. ]HcOullough. His first 
battle was at Oak Hill, where he was wounded by 
a bullet passiug through the left thigh. During 
his service in the war. he held the office of second 
lieutenant of the J\Iississippi regiment. 

Robert Oalvin Pinson, a grandson of an old 
Revolutionary :-,oldier, and a son of Isaac and Re 
becca (Pinson) Pinson, was born in Rockingham 
County, N. C., December 23, IB27, this county 
being the place of his parents' nativity, his father 
being born in 1789, and his mother in 1790. 
Isaac Pinson and wife were of Scotch descent. and 
members of the Primitive Baptist Ohurch. They 
were the parents of twelve children, four of whom 
are living: John (in OalTo11 Oounty, Tenn.), Eliza 
beth (also of Tennessee), Robert C. (the priDcipal 
of this sketch) and Susan. Isaac Pinson having 
married the second time, was the father of three 
children, Isaac H. and Rebecca J., still living. 
Robert was raised on the farm and educated in the 
subscription schools of Carroll Connty. 'fenn., his 
parents having moved there when he was five years 
of age. The education which he received was 
limited, he being obliged to help his father on the 
farm. But when twenty four, he attended school 
nine months, which, with the education he had 
received when a boy, gave him a fair knowledge 
of the common branches. In 1S58 he was married 

in Henry Oouuty, Tenn., to Sarah E. Beasley, 
who was born in that county, in 1842, and who is 
a daughter of N. O. and Rebecca Beasley, natives 
of Tennessee and Virginia, respectively. J\1r. and 
J\1rs. Pinson are the parents of eight children: 
Judith R., 'Villiam B., Charles C., Alice (wife of 
Alexander FlemiDg). ,John E., Mary B., Robert 
C. and Isaac E. In 1873 he moved from Tennes 
see to Arkansas, and located in this county. In 
November, 1501, he enlisted in the Confederate 
army, in Company C, Forty sixth Tennessee In 
fantry, iD which he was made first lieutenant; 
serving in this capacity twelvE' months, he was then 
discharged OD account of disability. J\I1'. Pinson 
owns a fine farm of 160 acres, :-,ituated about eight 
miles Dorthwest of Cabot, of which h8 has seventy 
acres in cultivation. He is considered one of the 
prominent Democrats of his township, aDd a 1'e 
spected citizen. 

J. P. Portis. one of the leading farmers of 
Lonoke County, was born in :Mississippi, Febru
ary 14, 1849, and is the son of Addison and Har 
riet (Hill) Portis, natives of Tennessee and Mis
sissippi, respectively. AddiRon Portis claims Ten 
nessee as his birthplace. was educated there and 
learned the carpenter's trade, becomiDg very pro 
ficient in this. His death occurred in 1853, and 
his wife, who survived him, was married again to 
Mr. Samuel Graham, to whom were born three 
children. J. P. Portis was educated in Missis 
sippi, and in 1"372 he emigrated to ArkaDsas, lo
cating at Pine Bluff. After a year's residence in 
this place, he moved to Lonoke Oounty, where he 
has since resided. The sequel of his moving to 
Arkansas was a marriage, which was cOllf,ummated 
in J nly, 18S0, the bride being J\fiss J\lo11ie C. Clark. 
To this marriage three children were born, name
ly: Frank G., James P. and Beulah. He is a 
farmer by occnpation and a very successful one. 
too, owning 100 acres of spleDdid land, with about 
140 nnder cultivation. He affiliates with the l\la 
sonic Lodge, to which order bE' has belonged about 
eight years. He is a member of the Baptist 
Church and his wife an adherent of the Catholic 
faith. ThE'Y are very pleasant. hospitable people, 
and are very popular in social circles. 
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John W. Puryear. Three brothers, of French Kentucky, respectiwly. Richard Pyhurll came to 
nativity, emigrated to this conlltry from the land of ArkaIlsas in ] ~2;j, and located at Indian Bay. Oil the 
their birth at an early day. They were th8 fonnd \Vbite Hiver, where he- ellgaged in tbe mercantile 
ers of the Puryear family, of which J ohu \V. Pnr business, also following thE-' occnpatioIl of Rteamboat
year, of Uarli~·;le, is a representativE'. J obn "\r. was ing, and piloted the firbt boat up the White River. 
horn in Virginia, near Petersburg, in ] ~DO, and . He h 'carne a very popnlar citizen, anll reprf'sente-d 
\V'as the son of 'Y illiam and Sarah (BrldgpOl·t) Prairie Uonnty in the Ge-neral A ~semhly of Arkan 
Puryear, natives of Virginia, as was also the sas. His death, which occurred in 1S5f), at Py
grandfather of onr snbject, who was also nameo burn's Bluff, was deeply felt by the entire commu
"\rilliam. ·When John \Y. v,ras an infant hi;-, par nity. After his father's death, ,Villiam H. moved 
euts moved from Virginia to \\' estern Tenne:-,see to Brownsville, where be remained until the break 
and sf-HIed eighteen miles from Memphis, on a I ing out of the war, when hp enliE>ted (in JBoO) 
farm, where they reIllaineu from ]SBO to ]S77, in Pleasant's Trans Missi~sippi regiment, linn in 
when they movecl to ArkanfJas and settleu in Lo Capt. William Goodrum's company. He sel'veu 
noke City. The following year they moveu to the until the clORe of the war, anu was commissioned 
farm on which John "\V. Puryear now lives. Mr. second lieutenant, participating in the battle of 
Pnryear died in October, 1SSS, at the age of sixty Prairie Grove, anu at the battle of Helena he was 
fonr. His wife is still Jiving, ill her fifty-fonrth wounded and taken prisoner, and for twenty one 
year, and i" the mother of twelve children, se-ven months was incarcerated at Johnson's Island, and 
of w hOIll are still Ii ving: Richard E., Bettie (wife there received his pal'ole. After thp war 1\11'. Py 
or James Ross), Anna E. (now 1\1rs. Clark), \Yill burn retnrnpd to Arkansas, and located soon after 
lam T., TIosa J. (wife of James Hicks, sheriff of in Lonoke, and there worked at his trade, that of 
this county), John ,Yo (the suhject of this sketch) carpentering, which he learned when young. He 
awl Hewett. John 'Y. attained his majority in soon after accepted a position as book-keeper with 
Tennessee, and aiter coming to Arkansas went to ·W. H. Eagle & Co., continuing with them until 
school at Lonoke, and there took a two yem's' they sold out to Daniel & Strauss, with whom he 
conrse in the State UnivE'rsity at Fa) ettpville. remained, filling the same position for eight years. 
After coming hOllie from the University, he taught In ]6S8 he was offered his present position with 
school for two years, and thpn settle-u on a farm \V. H. Eagle & SOll. He has been three times 
near the home place, on which he lived until the married, and is the father of six children, of whom 

death of his father, whEln he- mov('cl to the place two sons amI one daughter arB now living: Rich
on which he now re-sic1ps, Mr. Pllrye-ar war:, mar ard M. (now operator and agent for the T~xas & 
riecl to Miss Sarah Arnold, of ArkanRw'l, and Pacific Railroan, at Roxton, Texas), Ella B. (the 

daughter of Alexan<l<>l' awl Rebpcca Arnold. old wife of George F. Hall, also an agent of the Texas 

settl€'rs of this State, but now decNtsell Mr. and Ix, Pacific Railroad, at Roanoke, Texas) and Ulaud 

Mrs. Puryear are- the parents of two clJildl en: K. (at home.) He is a member of the Missionary 

AlexamlE'r \r. awl Rosa Le-p. TIlPy are rnembpl's Baptist Church, and has Leld the office of deacon 

of the Baptist Church. lUr. Pnryear ie; among .in this ch urch for a great many years, and is a 

tlip leaaing De-mocrat"l of the connty and is a very Knight of Honor. 1\Ir. Pyburn has always taken 

pl'omisiug young man, with plenty of pu..,h and an active interest in the advancement of thE' place, 

energy in him. and contributes liberally to all e-nterprises of a 

vVilliam H. Pj hurn. Prominent among the citi worthy character. 

Zt'IlS of Lonoke i:'1 William H. Pyburn, a native of Dr. T. J. Reiff, one of Carlisle's noted phYbi 

Arkan:'1as, horn in Monroe (now Prairie) County cians, was born in Lancaster County, Penn., in 

on March 11, 1'34-0, and a son of Richard and ] 834-. The Reiff family came- from Switzerland to 

Nancy (Kellem) Pybl1rn. formerly of ]HiE>ROUri and the United States in the latter part of the seven t 
,. 
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teenth ceutury and settled ill Lancaster County, 
which was organized in an early period of the 
eighteenth centm·y. The grandfather of the Doc· 
tor was a soldier in the Revolutionary 'War, and 
Lis own father served in the \Var of 1812. He 
was a farmer by occupation, and died within a balf 
mile of his hirthplace, in 1K')1, at the age of 
eighty four, his wife dying the year hefore, in her 
seventy seventh year. 'J.1hey were mf'mbel's of the 
Mennonite Cburch, also the parents of fourteen 
chjldl'en, six of whom died in infancy, eight still 
living. Dr. Rf'iff lived at home until after he be
came of age, helping his father on the farm. He 
commenced the study of medicine when quite 
young. and entf'red college in 1853, graduating 
the next year. In 1837 he commenced practicing 
near the old homestead, remaining there till 1865, 
when he moved to ,Yoodford Connty, Ill., where 
he practiced two years, then moved to Iroquois 
County, where he remained foul' years, here can 
tinuing in his practice and busying himself farm
ing. In 1871 he traveled in the South for his 
health, and the following year loc~ted in Grand 
Prairie, where he now resides, spending the fin,t 
year on a farm which he bought, and since rf'sid
ing in Oarlisle. Dr. Reiff was marriecl in J annary, 
1800 to SURan V~nce, a resident of hi"! native State. 
She was bOl'n in 18:3;) and died 1\1ay 13, 1887, 
leaving two children: Lizzie (wife of B. D. Muzzy, 
postmaster at Carlisle), and tTacob A. L. (a tele 
graph operator). JHrs. Reiff was a member of the 
Methodist Ohurch. The Doctor is a member of the 

j 

A. F. ~ A, M., and also of the Knights of Honor. 
He was the third Northern man who located in 
Grand Prairie, and though a strong Republican, 
was elected county judge of Prairie Oounty, or 
rather president of the board of fmpervisors, which 
is now the same as county judge, which office he 
bf'ld two terms; was twice appointed postlllaster of 
Prairie Center, a position which he declined, al 
though he served as postmaster of Roapoke, Ill., 
in 1860 and 1867, before coming to Arkansas. 
Though bnt little interested in politics, he is one 
of the leading Republicans of the county. He was 
elected mayor of Oarlisle in the spring of 1885, 
and re elected in the spring of ] <38\). 

'William Henry Robel'soll, whose record while 
occupying the public office of assessor of Lonoke 
County has been an honorahle and upright one, 
was horn in :Marion Oounty, Ala., October 15, 
18J-l, and is the son of Thomas and Priscilla (Lee) 
Roberson, originally of Tennesbee and South Car 
olina, respectively. They migrated to Alabama 
with their parents at an early day, and there mar 
rie(1. They moved to Mississippi in 1833, and 
three years later came to Arkansas, locating hear 
Austin, then in Prairie County, but Rince changed 
to Lonoke County, where they now reside. 
,yilliam Henry live-d with his parents till man 
hood, receiviIlg all the educational advantages to 
be had in those days, which were, of course, very 
meager. In 1501 he enlisted in Oompany I, of 
the Fifth Arkansas Volunteer Infantry, under the 
command of Capt.Glingles, of Austin. He partic 
ipated ill many skirtnishes and battles, alllong them 
l\Iurfreesboro, Farmington, Shiloh, Mumforcis 
ville, Penyville and Chickamauga. At the latter 
place he was sbot through thE> arm, this wound 
aftE>rward necesbitating amputation at the shoulder, 
after wbich he took part in the bixty Jays' battle 
in the Georgia campaign, and served until the 
close of the war; he was very fortunate in not once 
being taken prisoner. At tbe close of the war he 
returned hOllle and attenJed ':Iehool for ten months. 
after leaving school began fanning, and has since 
continued that occupation. In 1f:)()6 Mr. Rober 
son purchased his pI'esent farm in Section 17, 
Lonoke Townsbip, where he has eight) acres, with 
thirty:five under cultivation. rrhe year 186U his 
marriage with :l\fiss Lydia Atchley was conSUl1l 
mated. Sbe was a native of Tennessee, and callie 
to Arkansas with her parents, To them haye been 
born foul' sons and three daughters. He and wife 
are memhers of the l\Iethodist Episcopal Church. 
In 1886 the people elected him assessor of Lonoke 
OOlluty, and again elected him in ] '-,88 to fill the 
same pm,ition. 

~-,-------------------

J. M, Robinson, one of the prominent and 
8ubRlantial tillers of the ~oil of LOllOke County, is 
the son of Cumberland and Elizabeth (Marchhank) 
Robinson. natives of rrennessee. Thf' fOl'mer, who 
took his name after the Oumberland Mountains, was 
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born in 1797, and most of his early life was Rpellt 
in his native State rrennessee), where he received 
an education, and afterward ruarried Miss Marcb
bank. To this union thirteen children were Lorn, 
six boys and seven girls. 1\11'. Hobinson immigrated 
to Arkansas from Tennessee in September, 18GO, 
anel located in Prairie County, where he remained 
until his death, which occurred October In, 1850. 
He was a successful farmer, and took no little 
intf'rest in the education of the young, thinkiIlg 
that a substantial literary foundation fitted them 
for any position, whether they possessed a fortune 
or not. Himself and wife were active members of 
the Baptist Ohurch, the former being deacon in 
Big Bla(' k Church while in Tennessee. Mrs. Rob
inson was called to hf'r final home in 1865. J. 
~I. Robinson was born in Hardeman Oounty, 
Tenn., May 8, 1833, and received his primary edu 
cation in the schools about his home. \Vhen a 
young man he immigrateu with his father to Arkan
sas, locating at Des Are, where he engaged in busi 
ness on his own account. At that time be possessed 
a pony which he valued at $-10, and which seemed 
to him quite a fortune. On January 15, 1855, he 
was married to Miss Sarah E. Smart, a daughter 
of George and Rachel Smart. To them was born 
on December 27, 1836, a child, James, who is now 
deceased. 1\Ir. Robinson was bereft of his wife 
July 15, ]830, and in November, 1860. he was 
united in marriage with Vina (Lesley) Sanders. 
They are the parerlts of eight children, namely, 
Franklin P., Cumberland L .. 1\-lm·tin L., 1\-100;e8 
G., Pliant A., Albert N., Samuel A. and 1\-Iinnie H. 
Four of the children are still living and three 
reside at home. JUl'. Robin"lon is actively engaged 
in farming and owns loO acres of lana, seventy of 
which are in cultivation. HI:' has held a member 
ship in the Wheel, and is a man who gives his sup 
port to all worthy enterprises, exercising not a 
little infiuencp in the county. Himself ana wife 
are members of the Baptist Church. 

H. Frank Robin,~on was horn in Kershaw 
County, S. C., December 24-, 1emu, and is a 80n of 
\Viley and Elizabeth (Forehand) Robinson, origin 
ally from South Carolina and North Carolina, re 
Rpectively. Mr. \Yiley Robinson was a farmer by 

occupation and moved to Florida in 18G5, and died 
there in 1861. His wife died in 1~58, eight years 
bt"fore her husband's death. They were the par 
ents of fom·teen children. Frank being the young 
8St of the family. rrhe subject of this sketch was 
in Florida during the Billy Bowlegs Indi.an ,Val'. 
In 1c;,3G he returned to South Carolina, whf're he 
was married, on June B, 18G8, to Abigail Wood, a 
resident of the same State. He again moved to 
Florida in 1859. remaining here one year. then 
going to Alabama to aRsame the management of a 
plantation, which he had unuer his charge for 
about two years. In l\larch, 1861, he enlisted in 
the Confederate army, in the First AlabRma Infan
try, Company K, in which he remained one year, 
and was then transferred to the Seventeenth Ala 
barna, serving in this until June 3, ] 863, when he 
was assigned to thfl Engineers' ('orps. Mr. Rob
inson participated in the bombardment of Fort 
Pickens and Fort Berrancas, also the battles of'. 
Shiloh, Oorinth, and a number of others, and was 
several times severely wounded. He carries as 
unwelcome tokens of the late war a minie ball in 
his thigh and one in his right arm; was also shot 
in the side of the Heck, had one arm and one leg 
broken, and was pierced with a bayonet. After 
receiving his discharge from service, at Mobile, 
Ala., he went to Texas, where he was joined by his 
family, then afterward went to Mississippi, where 
he spent three years. In 1860 he moved to Arkan 
sas and settled in Jefferson Connty, where he re 
mained until 1880, when he removed to Lonoke 
County. Here he rented a farm until October, 
1887, when he bought an improved place. He 
now has a tine farm of eighty acres, all improved 
excepting fifteen acres. 1\-lrs. Hobinson died in 
,Tannary, ] 8ClO, leaving five children: Oornelia 
(now 1\-lrs. Kirb), Henry, J allies, ,Villiam, Lizzie 
and Jessie. His marriage to his second and pres 
ent wife occurred October 26, HI '30. This wife 
was a widow lady, Mrs. Bettie T. Motley (nee 

Hall), a native of South Oarolina. They are the 
parents of three children: 1\1arvin, Nancy, and one 
step-son, Thomas Motley. Mr. and Mrs. Robin
son are members of the Methodist Episcopal 

Chnrch, and are hi~lJ!y respected citizons. 

, ., 
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George I. Rose, son of Samuel D. and Mary 
A. (Smith) Rose, natives of Ohio and l{pntucky, 
was born in Little Roele on September :26, 1S2G. 
JUr. Samuel D. Rose emigrated from Uhio to Ar
kansas, and settled on a farm in Pulaski Connty, 
near Little Rock, in 1820. He was a carpenter by 
trade, and worked on the first State house. He 
died in 1839, his wife surviving him some four 
years, and left a family of four boys, one of whom 
was killed by a bear when thirteen years old. 
George, anI' subject, followed the life of a hunter 
for a nUllber of years. He was a soldier in the 
Mexican ,Var, and fought in the battle of Buena 
Vista and a number of skirmishes. In 1861 he en 
listed in the Confederate service, as a member of 
an independent company; he was also first lieuten
ant in Capt. Reynold's spy corupany, belonging to 
001. Monroe's regiment of the First Arkansas, in 
which he served until the war closed. After this 
he returnpd to his farm, which he bought in 18G3, 
and on which he now lives, and again took up the 
occupation of hunting, which he followed for sev 
eral years: He was first married March -1:, 1S52, 
to Mary Ann Hudgins, who died September 8, 
1S76, and who was the mother of one daughter, 
George Ann (who is now married). 1Hr. Rose 
mal'l'ied his socond and present wife August 7, 
187S, Victoria Bird, a native of Georgia, and a 
daughter of Nathan and Eliza Bird. He owns a 
fine farm of 290" acres, 120 of which are uncler cul
tivation, with a good double log house, stables, 
etc. He and wife are members of the Baptist 
Church. 

William F. Ross, a farmer and ginner of Tot
ten Township, was born in 1833, in the State of 
Tennessee, and was a son of Hezekiah H. and 
Edith (Henry) Ross, of North Carolina. The par 
ents of Hezekiah were natives of Scotland, and 
immigrated to this country before the Revolution 
ary War, in which his fathpr took an active part. 
and settled in Anderson County, N. C., where he 
engaged in teaching. He died in 18~0, at the age 
of about ninety years. His wife lived to be over 
one hundred 'years of age, dying in 184:0. They 

o were the parents of four children, of whom Heze 
kiah was the eldest. He grew up in North Oaroj

lina, and was married there. In 1R2G he llloveu 
to Tennessee, where he farmed until his death, 
which occurred in 1CS34. He belongeu to thE' 'Yhig 
party. Hi:,; wife afterward came to Arkansas with 
her family, which consisted of nine children, six 
of whom are still living. Three of the sons lived 
to serve the Confederacy in the late war. Mrs. 
Ross died in 1861, at the age of sixty five years. 
William F. was nineteen years of age when he 
came to Arkansas with his motlwr, and settled in 
Prairie County on the farm which he now calls his 
home. He enlisted in Company I, of the Twenty
fifth Arkansas Infantry, and served under Gens. 
Johnston and Hood; was wounded in the battles of 
Jackson, Miss., and at Resaca, Ga. The close of 
the war found him destitute of evel'ything, with 
not even a whole suit of clothes on his back, 
baref~oted, and without a hat, etc. He has made 
all he is now worth by close economy and hard 
work, and now owns a good improved farm of 160 
acres, and J.oW acres of wild land. His first wife 
was Miss Anna Dpal, who died in 18G2, leaving two 
children, one of whom, Fannie E., is living. He 
was married the second time to .Mary J. Cormack; 
she died in 1871, leaving two children, Hezekiah 
and Hugh, who died soon after their mother. His 
third and present wife, to,whom he was married in 
1872, was Lavinia Cormack, of Decatur County, 
Tenn., born in 1S-1:l. They are the parents of four 
children, all now living: May. Vera K., Thomas C. 
and Edith. Mrs. Ross is a member of the Meth 
odist Episcopal Church, and 1\1r. Ross a member 
of the Baptist Church, aIld also of the ]\1asonic 
fraternity, belonging to the WaUel' Chapel Lodge 
No. 237. He built his cotton gin in 1S8-1:, and is 
doing a large and prosperous business. He is a 
prominent Democrat, and a highly respected citi 
zen, and is deeply interestt-d in everything relating 
to school and religious work. 

Col. R. P. Rowley. a civil engineer during the 
late war, and a prominent citizen of Lonoke 
County, was born in Montgomery County, Tt-nn., 
in 1837, and is a son of Kt-hey M. and Maria 
B. (Scott) Rowley, from New Jersey and Vir 
ginia, rpspectively. Kelsey]\1.. the father of Co]. 
Row ley, was a class mate of Dr. McLean, of 

, 
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Princeton University, and a grnduate of the Phila
delphia Medical College, and followed hi5 profes
sion until his lwalth gave out, when he thpn 811 

gaged in the drug business at Clarksville, and 
carried on a large wholesale and retail trade. He 
was a member of the Presbyterian Church, and in 
politics a Whig, voting for \Yilliam H. Harrison, 
Henry Clay, etc. He died in ] <";-1-7, after which 
his wife moved to Nashville, Tpnn., with her fam
ily, which consisted of seven childrpn, two of 
whom, Mary B. and R. P. (our subject), are still 
living; Catharine, Robenia, Jeannette. Kelsey 1U. 
and an infant arp deceased. Mrs. Howley died 
January 4, 158-1, at the age of eighty years, being 
also a member of the Presbyterian Church. R. P. 
Rowley was educated in a private school at Nash 
ville, and afterward took a course of civil engineer
ing. A t the age of nineteen he came to Little 
Rock with letters of recommendation, and took 
charge of the Little Rock & Napoleon Railroad as 
chief engineer, and in about a year afterward, in 
1858, received an appointment from Gov. Conway 
as State engineer, which office he held until the 
spring of 1860, when be went to Memphis, Tenn" 
to join an independf'nt company of solUiel's to go 
to Virginia, bnt before starting, hy orde]' of Gov. 
Pillow, the company was made a Tennessee regi
ment. Mr. Rowley serving as private for a few 
months, then Rerved at Island No. ](), New Mad
rid, Fort Thompson, Belmont, Mo. (where Grant 
was elefeated for thf' first, last anel only time in 
his life), at Chickamauga, :Missionary Ridge, Ken 
esaw lVlountain and a number of others, and on 
his return from Atlanta was wounded at Dalton 
Gap by a shell. He was aftel'wal'u appointed by 
Gov. Pillow, military engineE'r, and held the office 
of first lieutenant of the Confederate Army corps 
of ellgineers, anel herved with the Arm.Y of TenneR
see undf'r Gen. Bragg. He held thiR office until 
May '27, ]50:3, when he was appointed captain, 
and on April 30, 1 S()-t-, wa'-i promotE'd to major of 
the first battalion of the fir~t troops of Virginia, 
by the war departmpnt of Richmond, nndpl' Gen. 
J ohnstoD. He was ordered to report at Shreve

Hp was 
port, La., in the Trans l\liRsissippi department. 

afterwaru promotec1 to liputenant colonel 

of enginp8rs, and herved as chief engineer or 
rrexas. New Mexico and Arimna, and was paroled 
at Gftlvpston, 011 Jnne ~(), 1~();), by Provost Mar 
shal Laughlin of tho uistrid of 'rexas. Aftpr the 
war he retnrned to Arkansas and was marrieu to 
Mary Overton Meriwether, of 'rocId Connty, Ky., 
in 186(). He continued aR €'ngineer for about six 
mont h8, and then settled on a plantation, on the 
Missi~sippi eight milE'S below Memphis, on the Ar 
kanfoas side of the rivep, and in 1S7U came to Lo 
noke County, and located Oll his pl'esf'nt place. 
Col. Rowley has 800 acrefJ of lanel, with 300 under 
culti vation, a large gin, good residence and out 
buildings. He is a prominent Democrat, and has 
represented his county in the legislature anel in 
the county conventions ever since he came to Lo
noke Oounty. 1H1'. and 1\1rs. Rowley were the 
parents of five children: James (deceased), Robe
nia. Kelspy B., Lucy O. and Robert P. He, with 
his wirp, belongs to the Presbyterian Church- The 
Colonel is on€' of the leading men of his county, 
besides being onp of the most popular. 

Rev. James Polasky Russell, pastor of l\lount 
Carmel Cnmberland Pl'esbyterian Church, was 
born in East Tennessee, March 13, HI8-t, and was 
the son of George and ThInry (W alIace) Huc,sell, 
of North Carolina and 'rennessee, respectively. 
The father of James was of Srotch bish descent. 
and wa", also a minister of the Cumberland Pres 
bytel'ian Church. He died in \\' ashington County 
in 18-10. His wife was born in 1 ')] 3 and died in 
]838, leaving three children, two of wbom are 
still living: James P. and a sister. J. P. Russell 
received his early education at Cane Hill College, 
\Yashington County, Ark.. and in 18;-).t went to 
Cumberland University at Lebanon, Tenn., where 
he graduated in 183'3, taking the d8grpe of A. B. 
and a C01U'R8 in sYRtematic tb€'o}ogy. Hp was 
ordained the sallie year OJ the Lebanon Presby 
tery_ He has followed teaching and other avoca 
tions sine8 he began preaching, but for nine years 
has been engaged exclusively in the ministry. In 
January, 1~5U, he wa" married to l\Iiss Amanda L. 
1\1orrow, who was born in Washington Connty, 
Ark., Febrnary b, 18;-)6. They are the parents of t 
eleven children, ten of whom are now living: George 
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B., Loretta A. (wife of J. P. Edmiston), Samuel 
A., Mary Jane, J nlia E., Polosky M., Alta, 

. Robprt I., Alfred 'V., Florence J. He moved to 
Pulaski County, in 1Cj1i3, and in 1CS&7 to Lonoke 
COllnt). He resides on a farm two miles south of 
Oabot, which contains 1~7 acres of laud, eighty 
acres being under cultivation 

'Yilliam Greenberry Russell, owner of a fine 
farm of 120 acres in Section 21, 1\IagneAs l'own 
ship, first :-,aw the light of day in Walker Oounty, 
Ga., in Thlay, 1848, and was the son of Stephen 
ana. Emenilla (Disheroan) RU'-isell, from the State 
of GE'orgia. Stephen Russell's father was a na 
tive of South Uarolina, and came to Lonoke Coun 
ty, Ark., in 1831, in which county he and his son 
(father of 'Yi1liam) died in 18~W. 1\:'[rs. Russell 
was born in Habersham Count,V, Ga., and died in 
1870. She was the mother of ten children, eight 
of whom are now Iiving, and six of them residents 
of this county. 'Villiam Russell was married in 
1870 to Eliza Ernaline Taggart, of \Vhite County, 
Ark., and who was born ill 1 Q32, the daughter of 
Josepb and Elizabeth Taggart. They are the 
parents of eight childrpn: Martha Louisa, James 
1\1:., Elizabeth Emarilla, l1homas 'Valter, Susan 
Palastine, Joseph Stephen, Theophilns and Frank
lin Adolph. He has served as jUf:ltice of the, peace 
of .Magness Township for six years, which office 
he still wtains. He is a member of the 1\lasonic 
mder and was initiated into Cabot Lodge No. 
319, and is now a member of Elpara LoJge 
No. 32, in 'Vhite County, baving represented it in 
the Granel LodgE' of this State three different 
terms. Mr. and 1\1rs. Russell arE' members of the 
l\Iethouist Epi'-icopal Church, South. In the polit
ical world hE' is a strong Dpmocrat. as were his 
father and his grandfather before him. He takes 
great interE'st in all E'Jucati0nal work and in any 
and all things relative to the welfare of thp com
munity in which he lives. 

\Yil1iam H. Sander"). In speaking of a man ab 
prominent, the word is often applied to those not 
worthy of the title, and at other times employed 
without a realization of its meaning. 'When ap
p1icably used in its true sense, it is the greatestJI__c_o_m_p_h_'m_en_t_t_h_a_t_c_a_n_L_e_g_iv_e_ll_,_a_ll_d_t_o_re_f_e_r_to_'_Y_. 

H. Sanders, the subject of thi" sketch, as a prom 
inent man, only proper anu fitting tribut8 iA paiu. 
rruscaloosa Oounty, Ala., claims the auvent of his 
birth, in tlw year 1q·W, he being the son of John 
and .N[atilda (Morgan) Sanders. John Sanders, a 
native of Chester District, S. C., emigrated in 
11-317 to Alabama, before the Indians had entirely 
18ft that country, and located on the Black War
rior River, now known as Sanders' Ferry. He 
acquired a reputation as one of the eaTly pioneers 
of that State, and in fact the namp of Sanders is 
as"lociated with the early settlement of three differ 
ent commonwealthf:l. The progenitor of this illus 
triouf:l family was Ezeki8l banders, who came from 
Englanu, settling in South Carolina prior to the 
Revolutionary \Var, in which he won a name and 
reputation for his spirit of dal'ing and many acts 
of bravery, btamping him a man among men. 
'Vhen ,V" illiam H. was a lad of six, his father's 
death threw l'espono;ibilities on his young shoulderR 
which it would seem almost impOfhiblE' for OIle of 
his years to perform. He as'-,isted his mother in 
discharging the manifold duties of a large planta
tion, and from that time forwaru has won the ad 
miration of lllany friends, for his keen sense of 
discernment, honesty in all business dealings, and 
a genialty that could never fail to draw around 
him a host of sincere friends. In 1 'SGQ he enlisted 
in the Old 'Vanior Guards, serving with them at 
the nrst hattle of 1\lanassas. At the expiration 
of his fir,t term of enlistment, he lwcame a mem 
ber of Company D, Second Alabama Cavalry, in 
which he served until the final sunE'nder, without 
having received a wound 01' lJE'illg taken priSOlWl'. 
At the close of the war hE> returned to hi~ bOmEI, 
and shortly afterward malTied l\Iir;r; Julia Ellis, of 
Alabama. a daughter of R. F. Ellis. He iruilledi 
ately engaged in fanning and mercantile pursuits, 
in which hE' was, as a matter of course, ve.ry ~uc 

cessful. In 1~13, in compauy with his brother, 
Ezekiel Sandeni, he lllm'ed to Arkansas. tbe lattE'r 
dying in this State. in 1'-\\..\3. They locate(l ill 
what was then Pulaski County, wherE' Mr. t-:5antlers 
resumed his former occupation, that of farming 
and lllE'l'cantile business. In 1'-l'-,~) 1)(> call1E' to the 

t_o_W_ll_O_f_L_o_n_o_k_e_,_E'_ll_t_e._l'_in_g_i_ll_t_o_t_l_le_l_i,_,e_r_}_,_h_n_S_i_n_E'_SS_'_--,iI~t_...... 
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and being id("Dtified with that branch of trade 
until 1885, since which time he has devoted bis 
attention to buying and shipping horses and mules, 
besides farming and the real· estate business. For 
many years he was a member of the school hoard, 
which had in him one of their most efficient aIHl 
infiupntial illBlllbers. He is a mBmber in high 
standing of Lonoke Lodge No. 51, A. F. & A. 1\1., 
having joined that fraternity in Alabama, and is 
also one of the original members of the K. of H. 
Mr. Sanders, with hi'3 wife, is a member of the 
Baptist Church, and in his political views he is a 
Democrat. Previous to the war the family were 
'Yhigs. To Mr. and }\ilrs. Sanders ten children 
have heen born, six SOIlS and four daughters, all 
living. 

j 

A1fred \Vebb Sanders, who is one of the native 
residents of Lonoke County, is none the less es 
teemed on that account, for his career has been up 
right and successfu1. He was born on May 23, 
lR43, being a son of 'Villiam and Luserine (Low) 
Sanders; the birth of the formt>r occurred in York 
District, S. C., in about 1810, and his father, 'Yill 
iam Sanders, Sr., was also born in that State about 
1761. \Y illiam Sanders, Sr., moved to Arkansas 
with bis son William, where he followed the occu
pation of farmer and blacksmith, and where he 
died in ] 864, at the age of ninety seven. He waR 
of Irish descent. The father of the subject of thiR 
sketch died on January 1, 1883, but his wife, 
whose natal year was 1811, is yet living, making 
her home with her son Newton, of this county. 
She was the mother of eight chilr1ren, four of whom 
survive. Alfred W. Sandprs, after reaching man· 
hood, enlisted during tbt> war in the ConfeJaate 
sel vice, in Compauy K, Thirty sixth Arkawms In 
fantry, in which he served until the close of hostil 
ities in JboB. He waR in the battles of Prairie 
Grove, Helena, Jenkim;' FelTY and a numbpr of 
skirmishes, and at the latit named battle was 
wounded in the top of the head. 1\Ir. Sanders 
waR married in 1870, to Emma Garlington, who 
died in ] 880, leaving three children: Alma, Mary 
and \Yayne. In February, 1~8~, he marripd his 
fleconc1 wife, Miss Melvina Anthony, a nativt> of 
Illinois, Lorn in ]86], and a daughter of Benjamin 
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H. and Ol1ive Anthony. 1\11'. and Mrs. Sanders 
became the parents of thr!?E' children, two of whom 
are still living: Orie and Lyla. Mr. Sanders has 
a fine farm of 1DO acres, fifty acres being undt>l' 
cultivation, on which he has lived since 1~IG. He 
bas tnrned his attention of late years principally to 
tbe raising of strawLelTiPR, from which he cleared 
about $100 per acre in ] '-Scm. He is a member of 
the Masonic ot'der, and he awl hi" wife helong to 
the Baptist Church. Mr. Sanders' father was 
county judge for Heveral terms, and held the office 
of county treasnrer a number of years, being l'ec 
ogllized as a rt>presentative citizen. 

James S. Savage. Among the farmers and en 
terprising stock raisers of Carlisle Township is 
1\11'. Savage, who was born in Kentucky in 184G, 
one of a family of chil~lr8n w hieb blessed the union 
of James and Martha (Jordan) Savage, also natives 
of the Blue Grass State. They moved to Illinois 
when James was a small boy and settled in Edgar 
County, and later in Vermilion County, whE'l'e the 
fatber purchased wild land ancI improved it, there 
making his home until his death, which occurred 
September 20, 181)4, at the age of seventy·seven. 
His widow still survives him, anJ is in her eight 
ieth year, being a member of her youngest son's 
family on the old homestead. She belongs to the 
Presbyterian Church, and is the mother of seven 
children, four of whom SUI vive : John E. (lives in 
Texas), Hiram B. (in Illinois), James S. (our 'sub. 
ject) ::lnd Nicholas. James commenced farming 
for himself at the age of twenty two, on a farm 
near the old homestead, where he remained until 
the fall of 1~73, then moving to Arkansas and pnr
chasing land where he now lives. He was married 
May 1Cl, 1g/,o, to Miss Mary Graely, a native of 
New York. Her part>~lts, J ailles and Hanora 
Grady, came to this State in ] ~74, and then moved 
to Iowa, where they are now living. Mr. and 
Mrs. Savagfl are the parents of five children, three 
of whom are still living: James S., Lela and 
Dwight (an infant). Those (leceasecl were Charles 
E. (born March 22, ] ~80, died August G, 1881) and 
Forrest B. (born Derember 20, 1<:;83, died May 20, 
] ,)M-i). l\Ir. Savage is a member of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church, having formerly helonged 1,0 ~~~ 
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Cumberland Presbyterian Church. He is also a 
member of Lodge No. ;.jun, K. of H. Hp takes 
an active part in all school and church work, and 
aids the g-eneral ad\ anCPlllents of the county' B in 
terests. 

Conoway Scott is a wealthy planter of Ashhnd 
Township, whose rise to his present position has 
been gained entirely through bis perseverance and 
industry. A native of Arkansas, he was born 011 

the plantation where he now resides, July] 9, 180/. 
He is the son of Oonoway Scott, who came to Ar 
kansas when a small boy with his parents, about 
the year ] ~30. ,y illiam Rcott, his father, settled 
in Pulaski Oounty. tpn miles below Little Rock, 
and th81'e opened a large plantation, upon which 
he resided until his death. Conoway Scott, Sr., 
grew to manhood in this county, and afterward 
married 1\1iss Eliza Ann Lawson, of North Caro
lina nativity, though reared and educated in Little 
Rock. Hp had opened a large plantation previous 
to his marriage, which was ready for his bride. and 
here he passed a happy married life. That planta 
tion is wlime his family now reside. He opened a 
place on Arcanum River, a part of it being pnr 
chased of the Memphis & Little Rock Railroad, to 
which it was u.onatec1 by thp Government. At the 
time of his death Mr. Scott had one of the finest 
plantations in the county, improved with exceptional 
buildings. a cotton gin (steam) and all the evidences 
of progress and advance that can hp seen in all 
prosperous localities. He was a strong \Vhig and 
an anti-slavery man, and of stanch Union prin 
ciples at the oeginning of the war, but after that 
his sympathies were with the Southern cause. He 
had at one time sflveral thousand acres of land, 
but the estate now consists of 2,;)()O acres, to which 
the subject of this sketch is the only heir. JUl'. 
8cott's death occurred in 186o, and. his pxcellent 
wife, who survives him, has cbarge of the planta
tion. She is a lady of rpmarkable business apti
tude, and her management of the esLate excites the 
admiration of all who know her. Conoway, Jr., 
received an excellent education at the University 
of Richmond (Ky.), and resides on the home place 
with his mother. He has goud business tact. is 
industrious and a thorough gentleman. 

George \V. Scott has been associated with the 
affairs of this locality in various capacities, and 
now, as postmaster, merchant and farmer, hI:' is 
widely and favorably known. He was horn in 
Jackson Oounty, Mo., February 13. 1844, and is 
a son of Henry Scott, a nativp of Irelaw}, who 
moved tu the State of Missouri when a boy, grow
ing to manhood and marrying there. His wife 
was formerly l\Iary Neafus, of Pennsylvania birth, 
but reared in Kentucky. Mr. Scott was a farmer 
in Jackson County, following this occupation till 
his death, which occurred in 185H. He served in 
the Mexican ,Yar and as lieutpnant colonel, in the 
United States army. His wife survived him, d3'ing 
in California, in 18R6. George W. Scott, upon 
reaching mature years, served in the Federal army 
from October 20, 1862, to January Hi. ] '-IOU, hold 
ing a position in the quartermaster's department. 
\\'hen the war closed he came to Arkansas, fir'3t 
settling on a farm in Pulaski County. In 1g84 he 
came to this county, anu. purchased a place with 
only slight improvements, but has cleared and built 
and modernized the farm, until to day hp has a 
fine place of 400 acres, with 3~O nnder cultivation. 
He has a good double barn, old gin, with new 
engine and machinery, and corn mill, together 
with his store. He has been in the mercantile 
business for some fourteen year~J enjoying f::,nb 
stantial patronage. In lb 70 he wa'3 married to 
Minnie Diehl, a native of Pulaski County, Ark., 
and daughter of John Diehl. There were five 
children born to thew: James '\' .. John E. and 
\rilliam M., all of whom are attending the State 
University. The two deceased are George E. (who 
died when eleven years old) and Elizabeth P. (who 
died when eighteen months old). 1\11'. Scott was 
Ilppointed postmaster in ] ~g4-, and hac; also served 
a number of years on the school board. with credit 
to himself and benefit to hiH township. He and 
his wife are members of the l\Iethod~st Episcopal 
Church. 

Elihu D. 8eaton, an old artilleryman of the 
Confederate service, was born in "\Yayne Conllty. 
Tenn., J nly IO, I g;~2. to the union of Samuel and 
Sarah (Baker) Seaton, natives of Alabama and 
Tpnnessee, respectively. Samuel 8eaton was lllal" 
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ried twice. His first wife died in Commerce, 
l\Iiss., after wbicb he moved to DeSoto Oonnty, 
l\Iiss., where he lived a numlwr of years. He died 
in Ox.Iortl. Lafayette County, of that State, about 
18~2, at the age of ninety four, having :-.erved in 
the ,Val' of 181~, for which his widow nm" draws 
a penSIOn. E. D. Spaton moved to Henderson 
County, Tenn., in 18;)1, and was there married to 
Miss Irena Shakelford, a native of that State. 
Remaining there until the next year, he then went 
to Panola County, ~1iss., and was engaged as an 
overReer on a plantation until 1861. when he 
enlisted in the Conff'derate service, first in thf' 
sixty days' troops and afterward in Ward's artil 
lery in Oompany A. under Oapt. O. B. Vance, 
serving nntil after the siege of Vicksburg, when 
he was transferred to a cavalry company. He lost 
an arm shortI) afterward and then returned home 
in August, 186.!. In November. 1872, Mr. Seaton 
moved to Arkansas and located in Lonoke Oounty, 
being engaged in farming up to 1878, when he 
came to Lonoke and carried on the livery business 
about a year. He thpn removed to Richwoods 
Township, and has been conducting a place of 
abont BOO acres for the last ten years. In Decem 
bel', 1889, he again embarked jn the livery lmsi 
ness in I.Jonoke, after having sold his farm, and 
bought a residence near his stable, and has also 
contracted for a quarter section of lanu in RiC'h 
woods Township. 1\Ir. Seaton having lost his first 
wife in 18()O. married his presellt companion, 
Talith O. ~lartin, a native of Mississippi, on 
March :3, 1R()2. By his tirst marriage he was the 
father of two children: Sarah A. (widow of VV. A. 
O'Daniel. deC'eased) and 1\1ary Ann (wife of JamE's 
H. Allen). By his second union he had eight 
children, five 'of whom are living: Ella J. (wife of 
R. L. Sawyers), Samuel E., James H., Lt'e 1\1. 
and Virginia. 1\11'. and Mrs. Seaton are members 
of the Baptist Church, to which thE'Y havp be 
longed for over'twenty Yf>ars. The formpr i~ also 
conne('tE'cl with the Knigbts of Honor. 

Heuben H. Simmons, one of the E'urlipst settlers 
of LODoke County, js a native of Georgia, and was 
born in Floyd County, November 22, ] 9-10. He is 
the Han of Heuhen and Elizabpth (Albright) Sim 
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mons, originally frolll Virginia anu Georgia, re 
Rpedively. The former went to Georgia when 
(luite a YOUllg man, and there met and won his 
bride, remailling in that Htate for some timp, hUC

cec;sfnlly engaged ill farming in Madison and Floyd 
Oounti0s. DuriIlg his reRi(lpnce in the locality he 
mad8 nnuwrotls friends, by his upright, gener
ons 'ancl noble characteristics. He alho lived in 
,Valker and Catoosa Oounties up to 1SG7. In 
the winter of that year he moved to Arkansas, 
and settled on the- land where his son now 1'e 
sides. He was claimed by the grim destroyer, 
Death, in Th1:a1'cll, lR58, but hi:-, excellent wife 
survived him nntil ] bD7. RE'uben H. received 
his education in thE' scb ools of his native Htate, 
and though the facilities for acqairing knowledge 
were very meager at the time, he made the most 
of his opportunities, and is now a well-informed 
man. When quitE' young he accompanied his 
father to Arkansas, and purchased the land for 
a farm, and the improvements t hat have taken 
place nnder his arrangement have changed the 
place beyond recall. He has about 173 acres in 
an excellent state of cultivation, and these, with 
the gooa buildings, fine orchards, etc., contribute 
to place his farm on· a level with the best in the 
country. In addition to this farm Mr. SimnlOns 
has -4-25 acres of the very bec.;t timber land, frOll 
which he will be able to rpalize a comfortable fort
une. 'Yhen the decree came that there should be 
war, he laid down the implements of peace to take 
up those of the battlefield, and enlisted in the 
Thirtieth Arkansas Infantr) (Oonfederate army), 
serving until the close of the war. He participated 
in the hattles of Shiloh. MllrfreesbOl'o, Moore's 
Mill, Nashville and Franklin, and in the fights 
of tlIP siege and snnenuer of Atlanta, Ga,. being 
wounded by a gunshot at 1\1001'8' 6 Mill. ThiH dis 
ahlea him for a shori time, but his :-,pirit and valor 
would not permit him to stay quietly by and not 
take a part in the battles. After his wound was 
partially healed, and before he shonld have gone 
out he was on the field, and was slightly wounded 
five times. In May, 1~G5, he- was paroled. ancl 
soon after returnecl to his home, The year 1872 
witnessed his marriage to 1\Iiss Elizabeth Jones, a 
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native of Georgia. Three children wert' born of county and prohate judge. which office he j~ filling 
thi~ union: 1\1ary R., \Y illiam Thomas anel Yir at the' presen~writing. The Judge has been twice 
ginia F. Mr. Simillons is in every way worthy the married. His first wife was JUiss I va Swaim. a na 
respect and esteem ~hown him b) the entire com bve of Arkansas and a consjn of James P. Eagle, 
mnnity. He is a noble, uprig-ht and generons thp present honorable Governor. Their man iage 
man, and to all things of a noule character his snp wao solemnized Odober 2~, 1817. and l\Irs. Hmith's 
port is warmly given. death occurred in July, 1878. Judge Smith was 

Judge J. N. Smith, connt~ and prouate judge again marrlpd, in ]S~ ..!-. to Mrs. Engpnia Swaim, a 
for the county of Lonoke, "vas born in ShelLy nativp of Arkansas and the widow of \Y. D. Swaim. 
Connty, Tenn .. September 3, 18~)O, aill1 is the son In Ibbf) the Judge moved to Lonoke, where he is 
of Benjamin Y. and Evaline (Mahar) Smith, na.. now lesidillg, but still owns the original homestead 
tives of North Carolina and Alabama. respectively. consibting of ..100 acres of land, 200 of which are 
The Smiths inherit the blood uf the sturdy races tlllder cultivation. The A. F. & .\. 1\1. and K. of 
of the Scotch and II'ish, and were among the first P. fraternities count him as one of their members, 
settlers of Raleigh. N. C. The maternal grand and he is alsu a member of and one of the original 
father of Judge Smith was a worthy son of the founders of the ·Wheel. The J mlge and family 
EmeralJ Isle, and a man of great urilliancy and worship at the Baptibt Church, and they are well 
scholarl) attainments. A family tradition fixf'S known anJ highly respected by all wbo know 
him as a son of an Irish lord, and when he them. 
was a young man, hI" left his home to uecome a Elbert F. 8olomon. To the many readers of the 
seaman; aml he was the lieutenant who led the present volume, 1\lr. Solomun is lmown as one of 
crew to burn the" Philadelphia" in the harbor of the highly respected citizens of Lonoke County. 
Tripoli. Of a family of four sons an(l one daugh- Originally from Munroe County, Ala.. he was born 
tel'. Judge Smith is the second in order of birth. I\Iay 29, ~833, and is the Fion of Tobias and Sarah 
He grew to manhood at his pioneer home, assisting (Goodwin) Solomon, both natives of Alabama. 
in the duties of the farm, and recpiving only the where they lived and died. Among the very ea1'
limited aJvantages for an education that were allot liest pioneers of that part of Alabama was John 
ted to the boys of that period, the only book being Solomon, the grandfather of Elbert F., who immi 
a "~peller" and a pine knot to furniFlh the light. grated to that locality from North Carolina at an 
His parents came to Arkansas when he was but early day. The subject of this sketch is the young 
three years old, and took up their abode in what est of a family of five children, and having lost 
is now Lonoke (but at that time Prairie) County. his parents whpn in his fourth year, he was left 
Here they cleared and made a comfortable home, to the care of his grandfather. He received such 
living along in the even tenor of their way until meager advantages for schooling as wel'e to be had 
the war. when the good old father was called to the ill those days, and when sixteen years of age began 
gate one eyening by a ITnion soldier, nnder com-life for himself as a farm laborer. In 1~Il he 
mand of Col. Geiger of the Eighth Illinois, when went to Louisiana, remained for three years, work
he was foull) and cruelly murdered by the Federal iIlg in tlw same capacity, and in 1"-,1J removed to 
soldiers.. After the death of his father, the man Arkansas, locating in Lonoke Oount). where, in 
agement of the farm fell to young Smith, and ] ~"-,(), he purchased his present farm. This con
though but a comparative) outh, he condudec1 it sists of ~()() acreFl, with 100 under cultivation, 
admirably, and atterwal'd uecRme a teacher in the and in ] b~-l: Mr. Holomon built his cotton gin, 
district schools of the county. At theJirst election six milE'''i northwpst from Lonoke. It has steam 
held after the organization of Lonoke County. hI" po\ver, elevator and all the modern improvemenb. 
was elected magibtrate. and helJ this position for lUI'. Solomon's first wife was Miss Florence Lalllj I
tell years consecutively. In 1"So he was elected bert, their marriage taking place in I ~12. and "t 
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her rJpath, which occurred in 1881. she left two 
bright little daughtel'~. She was a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and an excellent and 
highly respected woman. In 1&82 ~1r. Solomon 
was mauied to ~1:rs. Elizabeth Eagle. danghtpl' of 
Howpll Hicks aIHl thp widow of Daniel Eagle. He 
is. a Democrat in politics, and with his wife is a 
member of the MethodiHt Episcopal Chnrch. 
South. He is chairman of the school board, and 
always taki:>s an active interest ill educational mat
ters, and especially in Hchoo] District No. 2-1-, 
wherp a good scho01 house and excellent tE>aching 
prevail. 

Andrew J. Somers was a son of one of the 
pioneer preachers of AI'kan~as, who was a native 
of North Carolina, and was born and reared at 
the head of ~he Albermarle Sonnd, and educated in 
Tennessee. Rev. John B. Somers married l\1ariva 
B. Burrow, of Georgia hirth, and immigrated to 
Arkansas in the winter of 1843, where he settled in 
Dallas County. and the following year moved to 
J E'fferson Oounty, where he engaged in farming 
for fivp years. In] 851 he came to Lonoke County, 
awl settled on a farm where Andrew J. now lives, 
and openE'd up a place of 200 acres, on which be 
resided until his death, AprH 4, ]876. His wife 
snrviveu him until October 20, 18R..... Andrew J. 
Somers, who was born in Carroll Oounty, Tenn., 
April 21, 1837, moved to this county with his father, 
and has since resided on or near the old home 
stead. In 1So1 he enlisted in the Confederate 
service. in Col. Monroe'R cavalry regiment. Cable's 
brigade and Fagan's division, in which he served 
until the close of the war, pal,ticipating in the 
battles or Jenkins' Ferry, ~Iark's Mills, Pine 
Bluff, and a number of 8kirmi~hes. He bau a 
dozpn 01' more bullets shot through his hat, hif> 
clothes also being cut b) them, but he escaped from 
even a flesh wound. After the war he returned 
to his oW home and ran a wood and iron shop one 
year, when in 18G7, he commenc8d farming on the 
old place, where he now lives. l'rIr. Somers has 
a fi~e farm situated two mile8 and a half south 
of England Station, containing 307 acres, with 
]]0 acre'-: in cnltivation. Upon it are tolerab]y 
good builJingH, and two fine orchards of apples, 

peaches, pears and plums. MI'. Somers i~ a 
member of the MeLhodist Episcopal Ubureh, 
Houth. of which he is di",trict steward, recording 
steward alld RUp8rintenuent of the Snnday-school. 
He is a JE·ading man of his connty, and takes an 
actiye pHrt in all work for the good of the commll 
nity in which he livp~. 

James Frankliu Htephens hah bePll a l'PHident 
of Lonoke County since he wa., <.>ighteml years of 
age, and though, perhaps. onp of its Rmaller farm 
er8. he i'3 among the most psteerue<.1. He was born 
in ]\larion Uounty, Ala. , ,January 27, 1840, being 
the son of ,Yo B. and Lucinda (OglislJie) Stephens, 
both nativE'S of Georgia. W. B. Stephens moved 
from the Htate of his birth to Mississippi, and then 
to Alabama, aftetward returning to Mississippi, 
where he died in 1857. His wife died in ] 83;), 
leaving a family of twelve childrPll (two dead) who 
were then reared by an older sister of ,Tames. 
James F. Stephens came to this connl) January 1, 
180":-l, where he remained two years. Going thence 
to White County, he made his home there until 
1872, when he chose a location in Mi"-sissippi, 
there being married on December 25, of that year, 
to ~Irs. ~IaI'y A. Smith (nee Npely), a widow. 
She was bOln in Marshall County, 1\1is8., July 28, 
1<J.J5. After his marriage he returned to \Y hite 
County, Ark., where he had a £a1'1n rented, and in 
1875 came again to Lonoke County, this having 
since been his home. He bought a farm of 133 
acres, forty acres being under culti vation, and now 
has over eighty acres clearecl, with good buildings. 
orchard, etc. In 188:1 Mr. Stephens engaged in 
the occupation of a well borer, and a" such has 
had great success. He bores a thirty inch well, 
and has failed onJ) four times in getting water. 
HimsE'lf and wife have been the parents of eight 
children. four of whom are still Iiving: Thomas F., 
Hally, Olyde and Lynn. John H., Pearl. ~'[aud 
and Vela are deceased. ~hs. Stephens is a mem 
bel' of the Baptist Church. Mr. Stephens belongs 
to the Oounty Wheel, and is a bighly respected 
citizen. 

Benjamin L. Stovall, M. D. Among the young
er members of the medical fraternity in Lonoke 
County, and one of its rising practitioners, is Dr. 
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Stovall, the son of James lH. and Angeline (Richey) 

Stovall. They were natives of Alabama, and were 

married in Tnscaloosa County, Ala.,. in the same 
year moving to anu locating in Attala County, 
Miss., which locality claims them as early settlers. 
In 1839 they came tu Arkansas and settled in 
Pulaski County, where 1\1rs. Stovall died. in 1\SS, 
at thf' age of fifty foul' years. Benjamin L. was 
born in Attala County. Miss., Decemher 14-, lb;)7, 
and from his earliest boyhood the ambition and 
aspiration of his life was to he a physician. In 
his twentieth year he entered St. J oLn' s Col1ege, 
at Little Hock, and the next year was enrolled as 
a student of the University of Arkansas. He also 
read medicine at Jacksonville under the instruction 
of Dr. G. ",Y. Granberry, at the same time being 
engageu in teaching in the public schooJs. In 
1882 Dr. Stovall entered the IHempbis Hospital 
Medical College. from ,,,bich he graduated. in 
March, 1884-, with honors. Following his gradu
ation he located in Lonoke Township. where he 
has since resideil, and has established a large 
and Incrative practice. January 20, 1b89, wit 
nessed his marriage with Miss ",Yilma Hicks, a 
native of Lonoke County and a tieseendant of one 
of the county's pioneer families. 1\11's. Stovall is 
a member of the Mpthodist Episcopal Church, and 
is active in all charitable and benevolent works. 
In his political views the Doctor sides with the 
Democrats. 

Hon. A. D. Tanner, of the firm of Tanner 
Bros., merchants and planters. of Pulaski Town 
ship, Lonoke County, was born in Mississippi, 
Marshall County, on May 17, ]84:8, as the son of 
Rev. James Tanner, a native of ViI·ginia. rpon 
leaying there, when a young man, he married Lucy 
Thornton, also a Virginian by birth, born in Pitt 
sylvania County. Mr. Tanner was a minister of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, for near
ly sixty years. He followed farming a while in 
Tennessee. but, about 184:6, moved to Mar;-,hall 
County, Miss., which was his horue for five years, 
or until his location in Prairie County, Ark., 
in 1852. Here he began to farm. ",Yhen the 
lines were changed by county surveys. he became

j a resident of Lonoke County, and here lived until 

his death, September 8, 188S. he heing at that 
time eighty two years old. His wife survived him 
about three weeks, dying at the age of seventy 
five years. Of their family. four sons and five 
dallghtp l's grew to maturity, all except one dangh
ter being alive at this writing. The brothers live 
in thif:> county. The subject of this sketch, the 
thinl ROIl, recei v pel a good En ghRh ec1l1cat iOIl in 
this county after arriving at mature years, later 
engaging in t8Rching in Lonoke and Polk Coun
ties, which he followed for a Dumber of years. 
He and his brother then formed a partnership and 
bought la;nd where 1\11'. Tanner now lives. thongh 
little was then in a state of cultivation. The 
brothers have now opened up about 600 acres, all 
of which is in good condition for crops. They are 
at present engaged in developing some 600 acres 
more. <Jnd bave good residences, stock, buildings, 
llew gin, engine awl machinery. In this home 
tract the1'8 are 1,640 acres of bottom land, and in 
Lonoke Township they own about 2GO acres. most
ly under cultivation. They also own some wild 
land in Arkansas County. Commencing without 
means. the brothers have been very sl1ccessful, be 
ing now foremost among the substantial illen of 
the county. A. D. Tanner was married in this 
county. January 17, 18CS2, to Maggie L. Hays, of 
Tennessee origin, though reared in ArkallsRs. the 
daughter of Henry Hays of this county. A fam 
i1y or three children blessed their union: Floyd 
A., Mand and a girl baby. 1\1r. Tanner is a mellJ 
bel' of the Methodist Episcopal Cbnrch, while bis 
wife has linked her faith with the Presbyterian de 
nomination. He is a member of the Agricultural 
",Yheel, having served that body as presillent. He 
was elected to represent Lonoke County in the 
State legislature in 1881. being re elected at the 
expiration of bis terll, and filled the office with 
credit to himself and to the honor of the county. 
He has occupied various positions in the chnrch, 
and is on the board of churches at Cabot. He is 
also a ruember of the board at Lonoke, and of 
the board of Lonoke tallnery at Austin. 

T. H. Tanner was born in Fayette COllnty, 
January ()"J8J6, coming to this State and county 
with his parents in It552. He grew to manhood t ,. ~F 
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here, tulll in 1SG-i: he f'nlistE·d in the Forty Reventh 
l\Iissonri Cavalry, Col. Crannell commanuing, and 
served till the closp of the war. He was taken 
pri~oller Rnd held thr08 months at Little Rock 
At the expiration of his sf'rvice he joined Pricp, 
taking pm't in the latter's raid through Missonri. 
,Yhen the war closed, 10 settled here for a short 
tim p, then attending school at Hickory Plains and 
Lonokp, I"ec0iving a goo(l schooling in the COIDmon 
awl higher branches. Aftpr obtaining his educa~ 
tion, he went into bnsint>ss, latt>r with his brother, 
buying the land upon which they now live, im
proving, Cultivating and making it one of the most 
desirable pieces of property in Lonoke County. 

James H. Temple was borll in Madison County, 
Tenn., June 27. Hj;n. -Wyatt and Reberca J. (Ca 
gle) Temple, his parents, Wf're natives of North 
Carolina, the fOlmel' being a flurveyor and farmer 
by occupation, who moved to Marshall County, 
1\liss.. in 1S8H, where he remained about ten years. 
Coming thence to Arkansas, he settled in Pulaski 
County, and hel'ewas killed in J8GG. Jamf'sH. 
Temple grew to manhood in Mississippi and Arkan
sas, and in 1btH enli~ted in Col. Churchill's regi 
ment of mounted infantry, serving until 186---1-, and 
taking part in tll{-' hattlt's of Elkhorn, Murfreesboro, 
Perryville (Ky,), and a lll.unhf'r of others. Hp re 
turned home in December, 1863, antI engaged in 
farming in Pulaski County, but in 1867 moved to 
Lonoke County, where he bought a partially im 
proved farm. He now has a landed property of 
3--!() acre.., in one tract, with 1:30 acre;;; cleared, upon 
which are a large uouhlf' log hou!':le, stahles, etc, 
Mr. Temple moved from thi~ place to -White (Jaun
ty in ]871, and residt'u thert' fourteen years, but, 
selling out, he returned to his old Lome. He was 
married in 186(), to 1\1i5s Sallie McNeely, also a 
native of ]HadiRon County, 1'enn., and a daughter 
of \Y illiam McNpely. They are the parents of five 
children: J ameR I" Leoni(laR H., Lena, ,John C. 

and Orvillf'. who are living, and onf' daughter, Liz 
zie, who died in her twentieth ),pal', in 1S~\ and 
an infant, also df'ceased. 1\Ir. and Mrs. Temple 
are lllf'mUerS of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South. They enjo) extensive acquaintancetbrough
out tIle communit), and are favorably known. 

ARKANSAS. 

Dr. Gastou U. rrhompf-on. The medical pro 
fession i!':l prominently l"f'[Jl"es0nted by snhstantial 
and prolllising practitionors. and alllong those 
worthy of mentioll is Dr. ThompRon. A nativp 
of Monrof> County, l\Ii~~., he was born March 17, 
1g;n, lwiug tlw son of Dr. James G. and 1\Ial'tha 
(tlhauklin) Thompson, of North CalOlina and ~outh 
Carolina birth, respectively. They were lllanied 
ill Alabama, and soon after lllov{,d to 1\Iic,sisbippi, 
whpre Mr. Thompson beC'anw a prominellt citizpn, 
serving as ~tate senator for fifteen years in an ac 
ceptahle manner, He was a brother of the Hon. 
Jacob Thompson, Secretary of thf' Iuterior in Pres 
ident Buchanan's CaLinet. At the age of sixteen 
years Gaston 1\1. Thompson entered the Univer8ity 
of Misbissippi at Oxford, whel'P he remained for 
three years, pursning his studip.; with care, and in 
a painstaking manner, and later entered the ,Yes
leyan University at Florence, Ala.. from which he 
gl'aduated in 1837. Returning to his home he be 
gan the stuuy of rueuicine under his father, who 
was a graduate of the Philadelphia l\ledical Col 
lege. In 1860 he entered the University of Lou 
isville, and graduated with honors from the Medi
cal Department in 1&61. That year he f'nlisteu in 
Company C, Eleventh Mississippi Regiruent, and 
was mustered into service at Harper's Ferry, Va. 
In 18G2 he was commissioned aflP,istant surgeon, 
and hf'ld this position until the close of the war. 
After the struggle was endf'u he fehuned to Missis 
sippi, and subsequently engaged actively in the 
practice of his profession at New OrJeans and other 
places. Hf' came to ArkansaR in 1877. Jocating 
first at FOl'l'est City, but after a short time moved 
to Lonoke, where he haR flince liveu, having huilt 
up a large and lncrative practice, which is well 
deserved. His cheerfnl manner and disposition 
and sanguine temperament make him a welcome 
visitor in the sick room, while his thorough know 
ledge of the meuical science l't'nders him very snc 
cessful. The Doctor is a member of the Lonoke 
board of health, and is also on the Lonoke County 
medical examining board. In hiR political viewR 
he sides with thf' Democrats. 

John 'V. Thompson owes his Ilativity to Fay 
"tto County. TeTin., where he was born, in 18JJ, to 
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the union of 'Villiam and Martha (Hays) Thomp
son, natives of Kentucky and Alabama, respect
ively. 'Villiam Thompson, the gralllUather of 
John 'Y., was drafted in the War of ]S12, but 
furnished a substitute. The parents of John W. 
came to Arkansas in 1855 and settled in what is 
!lOW Lonoke COllUty, where the father resided 
until his death in 1884-, his wifp sllrviving him two 
yean,. He wa~ a minister of the Baptist Church, 
and was a Boyal Arch -Mason, being also prominent 
as a Democrat. My. Thompson was seventy-nine 
years old at the time of his death; his father also 
lived to an old age, and the family are somewhat 
noted for their longevity. John \V., the youngest 
of a family of seven children, lived at home until 
twenty two yeal's of age, when he commenced 
farming for himself on the place which he now 
occupies. He enlisted in the First Trans Missis 
sippi Regiment of AI'kansas during the war, and 
on July 4, 18G2, was captured at the battllj of 
Helena and taken to Alton, Ill. , where he was 
kept until February] 7, 1865, then being sent to 
Point Lookout for exchange. He was exchanged 
at Richmond, Va., shortly before Lee's surrf>nder 
in April, 1865. after which he returned home 
and resumed farming on his present 1)1acf>. 111'. 
Thompson was married in 1866 to Fannie Dpal, 
who was born in 184:7, a native of North Carolina, 
and daughter of Jacob and Fannie Deal, who 
came to Arkansas in ]854:. Mr. and Mrs. Thomp 
son are the parents of three children: Anna, Oren 
and Beulah. They al'e both members of the Bap 
tist Church, of which JUI'. Thompson is deacon. 
He is a prominent Democrat and a highly respected 
citizen. 

John McCln1'e TrimbIe is a leading farmel' of 
Lonoke County, and a highly successful one, and 
was born ill Pike County, Mo., l\lay 80, 1842. He 
is the son of James Allen and Ruthie Ann ('VeIls) 
Trimble. The former, whose birth occurred near 
Lexington, Ky., in 1~01, died in Lonoke Connty, 
Ark., in 1853. The grandfather was a Virgi;Jlian 
by birth, of Scotch Irish descent. Our subject's 
mother died in 1867, in Lonoke County, baving 
borne seven children, four of whom are Jiying. 
John M., the fourth child in the family, lived in 
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Missouri until his eighth year. when he accom
panied his parents to Arkansas, settling in Lonoke 
County, and here receiving a limited education. 
Remaining with his parents till they died, he sub
sequently became the husband of Sarah E. Rober 
son, December in, 1b()8. She was a native of 
Mississippi. Five children have bef>n born to this 
union, fonr of whom are now living: Francis E., 
Lelia A., Addie anti J ohllnie. 1\lr. Trimble moved 
from l\Iissollri to Arkansas in 1850, stopping first 
in Little Rock After tarrying but a little while 
there he came to this county, wbere he bas resided 
for the paRt sixteen years. He now owns eighty 
acres of lanu, fift} acres being under cultivation. 
For four years during the war he served in the 
Confedel'ate army 38 a member of Company K, 
First Trans-Missi"lsippi Regiment. Being one of 
tbe first to advocate free schools, he has officiated 
as a member of the board of education, and has 
wielded no little influence toward the organization 
of good schools. Both he and his wife are mem 
bers of the Methodist Church. The South Bend 
l\Iethodist Episcopal Church was organized in 
1 S71 by Mr. Trimble and wife, John 'Y. Holli'3 and 
wife and sister Isabell. The church's first pastor 
was Rev. Pace, anJ the prespnt one is Rev. Keith. 
The church has at the present time about seventy 
members. 

Nathan E. Verser, a prominent agriculturist 
of Prairie Townshi p, and a son of 'Y illiam A. and 
J anf> (Brown) Verser, of North Oarolina, was born 
in Fayette County, Tenn., in 184:9. His father 
came to Tennessee with his parf:>nts when twelve 
years of age. at about the same time that the 
Brown family moved to that State, and it was here 
that he and Jane Brown were married. In 183g 
they came to Arkansas, anu settled in this county, 
on the same farm which was Nathan's birthplace, 
and where he now lives. ::\Ir. Yerser was graG
uated from the medical school at Cincinnati. Ohio, 
and had a large practice, but dnring the war he 
had the misfortune to lose all of his property. In 
1870 he moved to Lonoke, and was electe(l county 
treasnrer, holding this office fO!' eight year'3. In 
religion he was a Baptist, being a deacon in that 
church; was a Boyal Arch l\Iason. and a thorough 
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Df'moc'l'at of his community. After his death hib 
w01thy wife only survived thn-'e weeks. He has 
been married tbree times; first to Elizabeth Foro, 
ill 187-1:. slw dying in 1~I(), leaving him two 
childrell, Walter and Virginia. He then marripd 
Anna Longford, who died in 1870, ]pfLving three 
children, of whom Gaston, only, is living. In 1~'S1 

bp was manied to J oc;ie Watson, bi" prespnt wift'. 
Rhe was born in Phillips County, Ark., ancI is a 
daughter of J oLn and J ospphilll:' Watson. of Tpn 
Desspp. rfhe "\Yatsons came to this Htatp l)efore 

the war, and were among the early settlers of 
Phillips County. Our subject and his wife were 
the parents of three children, one of whom, Edgar 
E., is now living. He is a memher of the Baptist 
Church, and Mrs. Verspr i~ a membpr of the Meth 
odist Episcopal Church. In 18/'0 he changed his 
residence to tlw northel n part of the county. where 
he Iiveel five years, after which he returned to the 
old hOllie~teac1, where he still makes his home. 
He is a loyal Democrat, and takes an acti ve part 
in all educational and church work. 

.Tohn R. ,Valton, a prosperous citizen of his 
adopted State, was born in Burke County, Ga., 
February 7, ]1)1-4., and i" a son of ,rilliam "\falton 
and Nancy (Wammuch) ,Yalton, formerly of Vir 
ginia and Florida, l·espectively. William ,Yalton 
was a planter and millPl'. He and his wife died 
when ,John R. was a child. John R. ,Yalton 
imru igrated to AI'kansas in 1S35, anll located in 
Arkansas County, on a farm, where ht' fonnd em 
ployment in farming amI rafting timlJer on th8 
1\lissi~~ippi. Here he was made a jnstice of thp 
peace, sPfving for eight years. In 1880 hp re 
moved to Lonoke County. He has lwen wedded 
four times. His fin;t marriage wab to Nancy Hodg
ers, a willow, 1\Iay 28, 1'3-1,:). Two children were 
born tn thi'S union: 1\Jrs. Faunie l\Iagnire and Dr. 
J. H. Walton, DOW of Arkansas County. He was 
again married, Dpc'pm bel' 2, 1firm. to J ennettp Da 
viLlson, who died Febrnary, ]S~O, IpHving two chil
dren, hath of whom are living, Matthew O. nnd 
Maggie. 1\11'. "\ralton took for hi",thild wifp f:5o 
:phrono Davidson, also a widow. His fourth wife 
was Mrs. Kate l\Iar-,hnll, to whom he was married 
in January, ] ':>F\(j. He fellowships with the C11m 
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berlallll Presbyterian Church, wbilp his wife 'and 
daughtt'r, Maggie, are members of the Baptist 
Ohurch. In lkJO onr ,)ubjed waR initiated into 
the MUl'lonic fraternity, of which ordt'r he has lwen 
a fait 11ful mem her eV01' since. 

vV. 1\1. 'Yatt::!. In giving the history of Lo
nokE' ('onnty and thp names of it:'! most prominent 
men, that of Mr. W. M. Watts should not he 
omitted. The land of his birth is Georgia, h(> 
being Dorn in Bartow County of that State NOV0ill 
lwr 30, 1855, the J oungest of two children given 
to E. T. N. and M. O. (Simmons) 'Vatts. E. T. 
N. \Vatts was originally of Georgia, residing therE' 
until 1S59, making farming and railroading his 
chief occupations. In 1839 he immigrated to AI'. 
kansas and Rettled in Saline County, this being his 
present abicling-place. He at one time moved to 
Lonoke County, where he lived for some years, 
but his first choice of a horne in Arkansas pleased 
him better than all othE'J's, so he I'E'turned to Saline 
Oounty. Mr. E. T. N. Watts served through the 
late war, facing all the dangers of that period 
with a courage not unlike that of a Cromwell. 
'Y. M. \Vatts lived in Saline County from 1859 to 
] 864:, and then he went to Little Rock to attend 
school, remaining here for one) ear. and finishing 
hif3 education at Fayetteville University, ,Yashing
ton County, Ark Leaving school he located in 
Lonoke County, and with his father cleared the 
farm where he now lives. They commenced in 
t11e heavy timber land, a prospect that would have 
di~heartenpd anyone less sanguine, but knowing no 
snch word as fail, the resnlt was 325 acres in a fine 
state of cultivation, whE're once timber was the 
only growth. There al'8 still 313 acres of forest 
land whirh, judging by his previous efforts. will 
soon be under cnltivation. A good residence, 
store-room, stearn-gin and saw-mill are among the 
numerous improvements hp has effected. He is 
alRo engaged in the mercantilp hnsinef's, having 
purchased HlP stock and fixtures from his father 
in 1 'iS7. He has a very good stock of general 
merchandise, and his manner of doing business 
insnres him the patronage of the surrounding 
country. On June ]0, 1879, he was marrieJ to 
MiRR Nannie A. Marsh. a daughter ofT. P. Mareh. t 
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l\Irs. \Vatts was born in Hardeman County, Tenn., 
but was reared and educated in Lonoke County, 
Ark. To them have been born three children: 
l\Iay, Ava and \Vyatt, aged eight, six and three, 
respectively. l\Ir. \Yatts is a member of Lonoke 
Lodge No. U, Knights of Pythias. Himself and 
wife are members of the l\Iethodist Episcopal 
Church, South. 

Georg.e H. \Veaver, a prosperous and reliable 
merchant of Lonoke. was horn in Northern Ala
bama, in 1833. and is the fion of Adam and Oaro 
line (Oooper) 'Weaver, natives of East Tennessee 
and Alabama, respectively. who resided in the lat
ter State until their death. GeOl'ge S. remained 
at home with his parents, enjoying a share in the 
advantages for an education that were to be ob 
tained in those days. In 1858 he came to Arkansas 
and located at Oamden, engaging as a stage driver 
from Gaines' Landing to \Yashington, as there 
were at that time but forty miles of railroad in that 
State, and that running from Memphis to Madison. 
In 1859 he returned to his home, and in 1861 en 
listed in the Lauderdale Guards, which thl'ee 
months later became a part of the Fourth Alabama 
Regiment. At the first battle of Manassas, be 
received a bullet wound in the hip, which disabled 
him for life. \Vhen able to be taken from the 
hospital, he was moved to his home by his parents 
who had gone after him. On September 12, 1~12, 
he was united in marriage to Miss Eliza Oouch, 
of Alabama nativity. and a daughter of Jacob l\I. 
Couch and wife, formerly Miss Elvira Gower, both 
originally from Tennessee, their union occurring 
in IS38. 1\1rs. Oouch was sixty·five years of age 
at the time of her demise in ]888. He is still 
living at Lauderdale, Ala., being seventy four 
years old, and has been a resident of that place for 
forty years. He visited Arkansas in ] 88U, anli is 
very activp and enjoys good health for a person of 
such advanced years. In 1874 Mr. 'Weaver came 
to Arkansas, locating at Lonoke. where he has 
been successfully engaged in business since that 
time. Three children have been born to himself 
and wife : John A., Percy B. and George S, , Jr. 
Mrs. 'Yeaver is a devoted membpr of the Method
ist Episcopal Church, ~outh. 

Thomas H, \Y pbb. In any worthy account of 
Lonoke's business interests, mention should not fail 
to be made of one of the representative commercial 
factors, Mr. Thomas H. '''ebb. who is a nativp of 
Virginia, born in Pittsylvania County in 1859. His 
parents, Edmond and Elizabeth (Aliams) \Yebb, 
were Virginians by birth, where they lived and 
died, In a family of seven children, Thomas H. is 
th ircl in 01'(1 er of birth. He remained upon the 
home farm until he attained his majority, receiving 
snch advantages for an education as obtain~d, 

though these, unfortunately, were very limited. 
In 183H he emigrated to Tennessee, and, locating 
in Hardeman Oounty, accepted a position as clerk 
in a store, in which he afterward became a partner, 
under the firm name of 'V ebb & Price. He became 
settled in l\Iemphis in 1862. and for the following 
three years was in business in that city. Since 
18<31 he has been a citizen of Lonoke, where he 
has figurpd as a leading and influential merchant, 
becoming well known in commercial affairs. Mr. 
\Vebb was married, in 1'339, to l\Iiss Emma J. 
Hamer. a native of Tennessee, and a daughter of 
Rev. Milton J. Hamer, a pioneer pastor of that 
Btate, Mrs. "Vebb died in 1862, leaving one child. 
John S., now of Crittenden County, Ark. In 
186f3 l\Ir. \Yebb married l\Ii~s Gwinnetta B. Ewell, 
a native of La Grange. Tenn. She fell a victim to 
the terrible scourge of yellow fevel' in 1818, leav
ing two children, one son and one daughter, the 
latter becoming the wife of Rev. A. O. Evans, 
pastor of the \Vinfield Memorial Church of Little 
Rock. Mr. 'Yebb was married to his third and 
present wife in 1879. She was formerly 1\1iss 
l\Iary Gray, of l\Iississippi, daughter of Olaudius 
Gray, and a niece of Rev. J. Gray, a minister in 
the Presbyterian Ohurch. Mr. anrl Mrs. 'Yebb 
are both respected members of the Methodist Epis
copal Church at Lonoke, in which he is bteward 
and treasurer. He is Past Dictator in the K. of 
H., and Past Grand Representative of the A. F. & 
A. 1\1. Himself and family are held in high es 
teem, anu respecteu by all \yho know them. 

Capt. Patrick H. vVheat is, not without merit, 
conceded to be one of the most prominpnt citizens 
of Lonoke. He is a native of l\Iississippi, and 

r 
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was born in Lowndes County. October 24, 1823, 
the son of I11a Nun and Ann Haynes (Geer) \Yheat. 
lIla Nnn 'Wheat was of Georgia hirth, and a de
scendant of onE' of the early families of that State. 
The progenitors of the family were three Htul'lly 
Scotchm0n, who cam0 to America at an early day, 
and were gallant soldiers in the Revolutionary 
War. IlIa Nnn Wheat chose the profession of 
llwdicine. and gradnated from thE' medical school 
at Paris, France. Returning to America he locate(l 
in ,Alabama, and there married ~!(iss Ann Evans, a 
daughter of Gov. Evans of Alabama, subsequent
ly participating in the Creek War, and acting as 
aid de-camp to Gen. Jackson, in the battle of New 
Orleans. His wife died in Alabama, and hE' after 
ward removed to Mississippi, where he met and 
ma1'l'ied lVliss Ann Haynes, originally from Tennes 
see. \Yhen Capt. \Vheat was nine years of age 
he went to Perryville, Mo., to attend a Catholic 
school, and remained there for three years. He 
then started on a journ0Y with his father to Texas, 
and while on this trip his father sickenerl and died. 
The remaind0r of his boyhood days were spent in 
his native State, with nothing orcurring to break 
the monotony of his quiet life. In ,Tanuary, 1850, 
he located in Devall' 8 Bluff, then in Prairie Coun
ty, became engaged in farming, ancl also kept a 
warehouse. In 1861 he enlisted in the Confeder 
ate flervice and was commissioned paymaster in 
the army of Arkansas. In] 8G2 he organized a 
company of cavalry of ] U6 men, in which he was 
commission0d lieutenant ('ulonel of Company A, 
Fagan's First Arkansas Cavalry. Capt. Wheat par 
ticipated in several engagements, the first being 
near Lunoke, one in vVhite County, and also at 
the battle of Prairie Grove, heRides several skir
mishes. He had three horses shot from under him 
at the bHttle of Grand Prairie, but was not once 
injured. After the war he retnrn0l1 to his home 
anu rpsid0d there until 181"2, theIl moving to 
Lonoke, from whenc0 iu 1~8~' he came to hi:-3 pres 
put farm. In 1H-!:5 he was marrieu at Holly 
Springs, 1\Iliss., to 1\I1iss Lavinia A. Walton, a na 
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tive of Cumberland County, Va., but who moved 
with her parents to Mississippi. Mrs. -Wheat died 
in 1872, leaving one son, and in 1873 Capt. Wheat 
married MnL Martha A. Reynolds, a native of 
Lonokp COllnty, Ark, and the' daughter of A . .T. 
Legah', tue oldest RettIeI' in this connty. Capt. 
Wheat married his present wife inlB"lH. She waR 
formerly 1\1iss Lou M. Boone, of lHi"lsissippi, who 
camE' to Arkansas with her brother. The Captain 
is a member of the Lonoke Lodge, and King of 
Lonoke Chapter A. F. & A. M., and in 1872 he was 
01ected State senator. He also has an interest ill 
the \Yhee] store at Lonoke, in which he i<: director. 
The family worships at the Baptist Church, of 
which Mrs. \Yheat is a member in high standing. 
Capt. \Vheat has always taken an active interest in 
matters pertaining to the advancement of thc 
country, and especially supports educational enter 
prises. 

Pierce H. \Vhitfield is the only survivor of the 
family of John and Sally (Snellen) \Yhitfield, 
whose names are well remembered throughout this 
county. John Whitfield was born in Tennessee, 
about 1813. Upon leaving that State he r0moved 
to Alabama, and in 1873, to Lonoke County, Ark., 
where he died in 1881. His wife was born in Vir
ginia, in 1812, and diedin 1889. Pierce H. \Yhit 
field first saw the light of day in Jackson County, 
Ala., February 24:, 1857. He was reared and edu 
cated in that State until seventeen years of age, 
when his parents moved to this county, and here 
his after life was spent. He was married, in 1879, 
to Miss Unity Pierce Beard, who was born in Ala 
barna, about 1859, being a daughter of William 
Beard; he came to this... county about 1870, and 
died in ]886. Mr. and Mrs. Whitfield are the 
parents of six children, two of whom only are liv 
ing: \Yilliam C. and Clara May. He has a tine 
farm of 260 acres, ] 70 acres cleared, with the 
halance in good timber, where he has lived for a 
number of years. He is a prominent Democrat of 
bis county, and a popular and worthy citizen, en
joying large acquaintance. 

t 
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I love everything tbat's old-old friends, 


Old times, old manners, old books, old wine.- Goldsmith. 


~~~ 
~ 	lUONG the resources of 
'. ~ 	 Perry Oounty it is proper 

to mention its valuable 
timber, which speculators 
have not been slow to ob 
servp and appreciate, as 
several companies own 
large tracts of land covered 

j 

with magnificent forests. The Little 
Rock Land & Lumber Company 
own perhaps the greatest amount. It 
is unfortunate for the county that so 
qmch of its valuable timber belongs 
to non-residents; however the getting 
out of this timber, when transportation 
is opened up fm its removal, will bring 

some revenue to the people of the locality. Live 
stock of all kinds do well in the Sllmmer grazing 
on the wild grasses that abound, and during the 
fall and wjnter switch cane and pea vines not only 
sustain life but keep them in good condition. 
This however is not the ultimatum of stock farm
ing, as the animals can be much better sustained 
and made :r;ouch more valuable on tame grasses, 
which can be abundantly raised, and on grain par-

1~r.:::-----r-

tially in thE' winter o;eason. It is but a short dis 
tance to dri ve stock to market on good transporta
tion lines. Hogs frequentl}T fatten sufficiently for 
market on the acorns and other nuts which the 
forests provide in great profusion. 

Besides the staple crops of corn, cotton and 
oats, field peas, potatoes, both sweet and Irish, all 
kiuds of garden vegetables and melons grow 1'e 
markably well, the watermelons being as finf' as the 
eye ever saw, or man ever feasted upon. There 
are no railroads in the county, but the Little Rock 
6<, Fort Smith skirts along on the northern side just 
across the Arkansas River. A line for a branch of 
the lUissouri Pacific has been surveyed across the 
western end of the county, and a line for the pro 
posed Little Rock & Choctaw Railroad has been 
surveyed through the entire length of the county 
from east to west along the Fourche la Fave Valley. 
The FOlll"che la Fave River is navigable for small 
boats as far up as Perryville. and in high water up 
to Aplin. J\Iessrs. Rankin and Bland have recently 
launched a new stern- wheel steamer at Perryville, 
to ply up and down the Fourche and Arkansas 
Rivers. On the Arkansas, ill Huston Township, is 

Brown's Landing, whcl'emost, all goods arpland~~ 
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and from where much cotton aDd other produce is 
shipped. Little Rock is the market for nearly all 
the prodllce raised in the county. 

Following is a list of the nampa of the several 
county officers, with date of terms of fJervice aD
nexed, from the organization of the county to 
September, 1889: 

Juuges county court: 'Villiam Houston, 1840 
42; I. 'Y. Flannikin, 1842 44; N. King, 184:4 46; 
I. ,y, Flannikin, 1846 48; I, RusselL 18-i8 50; 
H0nry Brown, ]850 52; John Vann, ]852 5G; T. 
E, Holmes, 1856 58; J. O. Higgins, 1858 62; A, 
McAlpin, 186:2 64; James Grace, 1864, until his 
death, and Aaron Price from that time and from 
1806 to 1868; R. S. Robertson, 1868 72; * ¥ * 
H, Fowler, 1874 7G; N. F. Bevprly, H570 78 i L. 
M. Hanis, 1878 82; George 1\1. Johnson, 1882 84; 
L. 1V1. Harris, 1884: 80; H. G. Wood, 18~6~88; R. 
J. "Vhite, present incumbent, elected in 1888. 

Clerks: I. Russell, ]840-4G; J. \Y. Rison, ]846 
58; \V. H. Blackwell, 1858 62; T. E. Holmes, 
1862 64; J. L. Matthews, 18B4 G6; W. H. Black 
well, 18tH} 68; G. ,V. Manes, 1868 72; G. B. 
Maddock, 1872 7Jj J. A. McBath, 1874:-76; A, L. 
McGahey, 1876 82; J. A. McBath, prespnt incum 
beut, first elepted in 1882, and regularly slnee. 

Sheriffs: Robert McCall, 1840 42; J. Great-
house, 184:2 44; 'William Holford, 1844 46; M. 
"Vise, 184G 48; ,Yilliam 'Wilson, UH8 50; \Vill
iam Sluith, 1850 52; T. A. Reeder,1832 5-1:; A. J. 
Jenkins, 18f)4 60; T. C. Pankey, 18f50 52; J. W. 
Hardin, ]862 64; J, E, Smith, ]8(34- (l6; 1\1. G. 
Smyers, 186G 68; E. \V. Baker, 1868 72; W. P. 
Hambright, ]872 7il; J. May, 1873-740; A. '\'ade, 
187!-7o; M. G, Smyers, 18,6 78; J. A. Isom, 
1878 80; L. J. Vann, 18S0 82; W. H. Rankin, 
1882 84; J. E. Oliver, present incumbent, first 
elected ill 1884, and succpssively since., 

Treasurers: J. L. Hanston, ]8-to 42; William 
Wilson, 18-t-2 4.1; * '* * Thomas pjnson, 
1846-48; W. R, Holford, 18-18-50; I. Russell, 
1850 32; -William Smith, 1832 54; D. H. Fro 
baugh, 1854-36; "Y. H. Blackwell, 18;)!) 3b; J. P. 
"Yillis, 1838 60; H. Fowler, 18f)O 62; W. H. Bur
row, 1862 64; ,J, DBnisley, 1864 66; John Wells,

1 ]8Go-68; J. "v. Harper, 1868 72; J. S.•Jones, 
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1872 74; W. N, 'McGee, 1874-75; J. S. Jones, 
1'175 7e; 'William Bland, I87G 78; John Bland, 
1878 82; "T. G. Rankin. ]882 8~; 'William Hol
comb, 1884 So; Jerry HagJill, lSS() 51:l; G. 'Yo 
I vey, present incumbent, elected in 1bg~. 

Coroners: N. King, 18-!O -1:2; Robert Brown, 
184-2 -4--i; 'William Grisham, IS-H) 48; * * * 
E. McL. Murry, 184:8 50; Rooert Brown. 1'350 52; 
David Vann, 1852-54; James Lee, 1854: 50; J. 
Miller, 1836 58; Robert Rankin, 18G8 ()U; D. 
Shears, 18()0 62; John 'V ells, 11..,62 ()-I:; * * * 
A. ''\lplls, Hmf) 08; J. R. Green, 1868 72; 'Yin 
iam Edwards, 1872-74; William Bell, 187.1 82; 
W. T. Baskins, 1882 8-±j J, A. Ellis, ]884 80; 
F, Van Buren, I88G ')8; "y, G. Handright, pres 
ent incumbent, elected in 188~. 

Snrveyors: T. McBeth, 1840 42; * *" * 
L. G. Houston, 1844 4/i; * * * R. McBeth, 
lR50 52; J. T. Cox, 1 S32 54; A. J. Lucas, 
1854 56; G. Davie, 1836 58; M. H. Mann, 
1858 64; W. H. Ivey, 1864 68; \Villiam Creasey, 
18138 72; J. C. Fitch, 1872 74; "Y. D. H. Creasey, 
1874 84; John Christ, 1884 86; W. D. H. Creasey, 
present incumbent, elected in 1886, and again in 
1888. 

A.sseSS01'8: J. B. Davis, 1 h68 72; W, T, Gadd, 
1872-74-; T. J. HoInIe5, lS74-80; M. Brazil, 
1880 82; J. B. Lawson, 11382 S4; J. S. Massey, 
1884 88; B.' D. Taylor, present incumbent. 
elected in 1888. 

Dplegates to constitutional conventions: March 
and 1\-Iay, 1861, L. D. Hill; January, 186-1, none; 
January and February, 1868, J. C. Priddy; July 
to October, 1874, "', H, BlackwE>ll. 

Representatives in State legislatl\re: Fourth 
legislature, 1"-l-!2 43, Thomas S. Haynes and 
George \Y. Lemoyne; 'Yilliam Russen, 18-14 43; N, 
King, lS46; \Villiam Russell. 184H 30; Edward 
Simp"ion, 1830 31; - Atcllison, 1852 53; Levin 
D. HiH, 18[)+ DO; F. R, Janes, 18GO 62; \Yilliam 
,,,jlson, 1SG2 G4; GeorgI" A. Ounningham, 1804 
05; J. \V. Stout, 186n 67; J. G, Gibbon for 
Twenty first district, Dallas, Saline, and Perry, 
and G. H. Kyle, 18G8 69; \V. R. Harley and 
J. H. Scales, 1871; J. W. Gossett and W. R. t 
Harley, 1~7g; J\L M. Duffie and G, 'V. Gossett, 

~~~----------------------------------------------------------------~~====®.~~~~ 
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1874; M. G. Smyers, 1875; JeS':ie H. Jones, 1877; Fourche Ia Fave River, the broad valley of which 
G. Thomas Holmes, Itl79; James A. Brazil, 1881; with its alluvial soil is second to none in the State 
J. F .. Sellers, 1883 85; J. J. Cook, 1887. for productivenes~. Skirting aloug the ~outhern 

,Villiam \Vilsoll represented Perry Couuty in border of the valley rise the Maumelle l\IountainD, 
the Confederate legislature held at Washington, in extending almost the entire length of the county. 
Hempstead County, from September 22 to October Thpy gradually slope away to the streams on the 
2, 186-1-. other Bioe, so that the relief lllap of Perry County 

For representation in the State senate, tbe would present a picture of a valley on the northern 
county has been cunnected at various times with side along the ArkanDas River, then a range of 
other counties. mountains rising abruptly to descend on the op-

The political aspect of Perry County may be posite side, allllo~t the same way; then uearly 
seen by a glance at the figures below, sbowing the directly east and west through the heart of the 
number of votes cast for each of the candidates county, a river with its broad valley; south of this 
named: At the SeptembE'r election, 1888, for Gov- the mountains rising again, and the valleys of the 
ernor, James P. Eagle, Democrat, 496; C. M. smaller ::ltreams on the south. The whole surface, 
Norwood, combined opposition, 427. At the No except where man has planted his horne, is a never 
vember election, 1888, for President, Cleveland, ending panorama of forests, the timber of Arkansas 
Democrat, 384:; Harrison, Republican, 180; Street being famous for its wonderful adaptability for 
er, Union Labor, 116. The figures show tbe Dem- lumber. Perry County is no exception to the rule. 
ocratic party to be in the ascendancy. Here the cypress, the elm, sycamore, the two 

The population of Perry County in ] B()O was varieties of gum. walnut, hickory, white oak, black 
2,162 white, and B03 colored; total, 2,465; in 1970 oak, burr oak and post oak, cottonwood, cherry and 
it was 3,mlr:; white, and 290 colored; total, 3,655; pine, persimmon, pawpaw and pecan grow. 
in 1880 it was 3,072 white, and 800 colored; total, \Yild fruits in their season also abound, the 
3,872. strawberry, blackberry and huckleberry, the wild 

Perry County, Ark., is situated in the central plum of different variE'ties, wilJ grapes, a summer 
part of the State, and has for its boundary Conway 80rt, about the size of the Delaware, and equally 
on the north, Faulkner on the east, with the Ar as fine flavored, a smaller grape that ripens after 
kansas River between them; Pulaski, Saline and the frost, then a grape called JHuscadine, about as 
Garland Counties on thE' south, and Yell on the large as the Concord, usually growing singly, but 
west, Its greatest length, east and west, on a sometimes in clusters, with a thick skin, and exce]
straight line is thirty six miles, but from the ex- lent for sauce when cooked. 
treme eastern boundary to the extreme western is Formerly wild bear, deer and turkey, were 
forty -two miles. Its greatest wiJth at anyone \ ery plentiful, and even now therE' ib sufficient 
place is eighteen miles, but from the extreme game to insure the sportsman ample reward for a 
northern boundary to the extreme southern if-) few days spent in the lllountainf:l. Bear are very 
twenty fonr miles. The surface is generally broken. scarce, yet one wa~ killed a few week" since in the 
In the northern part of the couuty are the Petit southwp::,t lJart of th\ count). Raccoon awl po'> 
Jean Monntains trending east and west through sums are very common now. The wild turkey and 
the entire length of the county, which lie between (putil furnish alllple sport on the wing, "\yhile 
the Arkansas and Fourchp la Fave Rivers. The squirrels aud rabbits are also plentiful. In thp 
highest peak is McGee Mountain, just north of fall and ::,pring wiIa geese alld ducks arE" abundant. 
Perryville. From near its summit flows a spring Depr hunts are not uncommon, alHl the huntpr 
of water baving a slight taste of sulphur. seldom returns empty handed. The timber wolf 

~With a general dil'ection from west to east, is not nnfrequpntly a visitor to thE' sheep pens. 
g~::C!l=l='(:::;':::n::-l_'n_g_t_h_e_e_n_ti_r_e_Ie_ll_ ____T_h_e_so_l_·I_l_·s_r_ic_h_a_l_h_1V_i_n_l_l_'n_t_h_e_\'_a_ll_e_Y_S_an_~_d_a__.~_t_h_0_f_t_h_8_C_0_u_ll_ty_,_i_s_th_e 
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sandy loam, very productive, on the uplands. Ce1'. 
tainly Perry Oounty is the hOllle of corn and cot
ton, as here on the bottom lands corn yields from 
sixty to f'ighty bushels per acre and cottun from 
one to one and a half bales. Oats bring from 
forty to sixty bushelt-l and millet and Hnngarian 
from one to two tons of hay pel' acre. Clover is 
grown some but not extensively. Rye and wheat 
also grow well. On the uplandi:5, which are unsur 
passed by any in the State, corn and oats yield 
from thirty to fifty bushels, and cottOll on an aver 
age of about three fourths of a bale per acre. Mil
let and other kinds of grasses do remarkably well. 
The county is well watered, the river Fonrche la 
Fave traversing its length rrom east to west and 
emptying into the Arkansas some two or three 
miles above the southern bounuary line. On the 
north side, for about twelvf' miles from the ea~t
ern line, the Arkansas River makes tho dividing 
line between this and Oonway County, thence the 
river flows south to the southern boundarv. The Ar
kansas River bottom is excelled by no land in the 
United States, and the finely improved farms attest 
the producti venef:oS or the soil. In thE" northern part 
of the connty tributaries of thi~ river afford plenty 
of water, anll the valleys on either siue invite the 
farmer to live therein. Of these streams Rose, 
Big and Rock) Oypress Creeks are the most im
portant. In the south part of the county Brushy 
Fork, South Fork and Uedar Creek, tributaries of 
the Fourche la Fave antI thl:' 1\Iaumelle Rivers, 
water that section. Here, too, the homes of the 
sturdy sons of toil are located, and plenty rewards 
their labor. IVlany good 1-:ipring"i abound in the 
hilly and mountainous portions of the county, the 
waters of which arB used ror domestic purposes 
when conveniently obtainahle. ,rp11 water, how 
ever, is mostly used by the ramilies, anu it is found 
throughout the county at a depth averaging from 
twenty tn thirty feet. 

In elevation the surface of the county is 
divideJ into three classes of Iand, the river bottom, 
all classed as lowland", the creek valleys and the 
elevated undulating plain"). Unuerlying a great 
part of the surface is a formation of slate, and III 

the mountains sandstone frequently crops out in 

r 

ledges and surfac8 bouIllers. Traces of gold and 
some of th€> other metals have been discover€>(l, but 
have never been mined to any extent, nor is it 
known that they exist in paying quantities. Sev 
eral years ago quite an excitement was raiRed over 
the allegeu discovery of gold in the mountains, and 
nearly every farmer owneu a gold mine, figura
tively speaking. Two drifts of coal have been dis 
covered and worked, one in the northern part of 
the county, which furnished coal for the black
slliitbs at Perryville and adjacent country. Lately 
a coal mine was discovered near Aplin, the extent 
or which is at present llllknown. ,Vood for ruel 
iR so plentiful, and there being no railroads in the 
county to furnish transportation, it is not likely 
that coal will yet be mined therein £01' many years. 

The facts regarding the early settlement of the 
county are very limited, bnt there are several men 
yet living who have a clear n'membl'ance o£ the 
first settlers, and to them, especially George W. 
Rankin, W. H. Blackwell alld ,V. G. Rankin, is 
acknowledgment due for information l'especting the 
settlers. Here, as everywhere else in a llew country, 
the pioneers built their h01.1ses along the streams. 
The ring of the woodsman's ax. is first heard re 
sounding in the valleys and echoing back from the 
hills. Aaron Price came to this county in Ib08, 
with some stockmen, and they settled on Fourche 
la Fave River, some eight or nine miles down from 
the present site of Perryville. Robert B. Black 
well, father of 'Y. H. Blackwell, passed through 
in 1818. At that time this waR a part of Hemp
stead Oounty, which was organized that year. 
About 1830 a man named Massengill locateu about 
three miles south of the site of Perryvillf'. The 
1HcCabes came auont the same time, and lived in 
the same neighborhood. J odiah Rankiu came in 
Ib;j2, antI built his house on the Fourche, about 
eight miles helow Perryville. The Lackeys. ,Vill
iams8s aud Smiths about the same time or a little 
later settled on the Fourche, 80me twelve or four
teen miles above Perryville. 

On the banks of the Arkamms two brothers 
named Taylor, Eli and Elias Evans, and David 
Vann settled about ItlgO. Jobn L. Huston, a man 
named HinE's, Orihlwns and Greathouse were among 
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the early settlers, and lived near the forks of the 
Fourche. On the nOltb side of this river lived 
-- Price, the widow Hancock and Dave Bland. 
The first Ilamed Iivecl on what it, now known as the 
Risen place, and near the forks of the Fonrche, in 
183D or 18-1:0, lived G. Klingelhoeffer. The first 
saw mill was built by some mpl1 named JHadoen, 
and was located ne~r the forks of Fourche River. 
Soon therpafter th8 same parties built another one 
on Oypress Creek. Both of these were water 
mills. John L. Huston ran the first ferry across 
the Fourche, opposite Perryville, in 18-17. rrhe 
early settlers were wont to speak of the flood of 
183:3 in the Fourche, with bated breath, as the 
river at that time was level from bluff to bluff. 

Little Rock awl Lewi'3burg (now Morrillton) 
and Brown's Landing were the trading posts. 
Lewisburg at that time had an unsavory reputa
tion. l\lost of the goods were brought up the 
River Fourche la Fave on pirogues, then keelboats 
followed. Frederick Buckingham was among tbe 
first to make t~e trip that way. ,r. u. Blackwell, 
in partnerbhip with John ,V. Risen, was the first 
to own and run the keelboats. The eadiest steam
boat to run np the Fourche was named "Inspec 
tor," a very appropriate 11ame for the vessel first 
inspecting the condition of the river for navigation. 
The capacity of this boat was al"ont twenty-five 
bales of cotton, and a few barrels of whisky that 
were not disfigured by revenue '3tamps. The first 
grocery was owned by Joseph Leache and Fred 
erick Bllckingham on tbe south side of the river, 
opposite the present town of Perryville. A shod 
time after that Buckingham moved to the north 
side of the river and ran things on his own "hook," 
that j~ "hooking" money for whisky, as grocery 

in tho~e days was synonolllous with' 'groggery." 
New settlers began to flock in, and tlw first rude 
log cabins commenced to give way for the more 
ornamental frame houses; th8 rifle was less fre 
qUt'utly called into use to supply the family larder; 
the popUlation increased and customs of frontier 
life disappeared; the fore"lts gave way to the fields 
of corn and cotton; the curling smoke from the 

) stick chimneys announced that a npw ordpr of 

~~gB had <lome to pass; that the onward mare" 

of progress was warring on nature, and from thi':> 
arose the kingdom of Perry, until now with a 
population of 3,500 souls, resources but in the in
fancy of their development, and many others, as 
yet untouched, it claims the recognition it merit;.,. 

Subsequent to the formation of Missouri Terri
tory, in ]S12, and prior to lb18 j the territory now 
composing Perry County belonged to Arkansas 
County, and upon the organization of Hempstead, 
in 181 c.s, it became a pad thereof, and in ] 825, 
when Conway County was organized by an act of 
the legi",lature of Arkansas Territory, it was in 
eluded therein. Perry County was formed in pnr 
suance to an act of the General Assembly of the 
State of Arkansas, approved December 18, 1 g.~.w, 
and Perryville was made its county seat. 

In consequence of the bm'ning of the court 
house, with all the records, in I1j30, during the 
Lively and McCool vendetta, it is impossible now 
to give full details pertaining to the organization 
of the county 01' the erection of the fir8t public 
buildings. In 1",00 material was procured awl on 
the ground for the erection of another court housf" 
hut the Civil 'Val' coming on it was left to rot and 
waste. In 1~71 another court house was built, 
and it was bmnecl down in May, Un-1. 8ubse
quently another was built, which shared the fate 
of its predecessors, being burned down, together 
with the records, in December, 18S0. The pres
ent court house, a neat brick building, which 
now ornaments the public square, was erected in 
] ~gl) at a cost of $4,000, much of which was con 
tribnted by individuals. 

Perry County is divided into fifteen municipal 
townships: Aplin, Casa, Fourche la Fave, Hus 
ton, HowelL McCool, lUaumelle. New Tennes~ee. 

Omega, Perry, Petit Jean, H.ankin. Rose Creek, 
TyleI' and l!nion. 

Perry County embraces an area of about ~)jO 
8quare llliles 01' 352,000 acres. rrhe real estate and 
persollal property is assessed very low. There are 
00.8S.H) acres of United States lan(l, 3,232 acres 
of 8tate land and -1, t'580 acres of scllool land, mak
ing a total of 100,811 acre8 exempt from ta'{ation, 
which leaves 251, 11..SU acres of laud a~sessell at 
$686, 1~2. Of this the Little Rock ,-V, Fort f:lwith 
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R(tilroad Oompany Owns 61, 8GG acres, valued at 
$123,090. The real estate of Perryville, the 
county seat and the only incorporated town in the 
county, is valued at $18, 0GO. The maximum limit 
of assessment is GO cellts on ihe $100 of the asse~ 
Reel value of property. 

, 'rhe Ii VI" stoek of the county, as listed for taxa
tion for the year 1880, is as follows: ],025 horses, 
valued at $-1::4:, :371; 611 mules, valned at $4:0 T1-:)· 
7,428 cattle, valued at $53,723; 933 sheep, v~lued 
at $1,2-0; 8. 2G2 hogs, valued at $10, CSG7; total value 
of live stock, $150, H-15; vHlue of all other p81'sonal 
prop8rty. $05, 93S; total value of personal prop 
erty, $246. UO:3; total value of rf'al property, $6S(), 
122; grand total of taxable property, $933,023. 

The amount of county taxes collected and dis
bursed in Perry County for tlle year 1888 was 
$5,3G8.43. This was for county purposes only, 
and does not include State and school taxes. The 
indebtedness of the county iR $12,000. 

At the beginning of the late Civil 'Yar the 
people of Perry Oounty, with few exceptions, sym 
pathized with the" Southern Cause," and a large 
percentage of the malA population joinpd the Con 
federate army. No regular engagement between 
the contending forces took place within the connty, 
but it was overrun to some extent by scouting par
ties, guerrillas and marauders, and a considerable 
amount of property was destroyed or carried away 
and a few individuals were killell. The war baving 
long been m-er, the people of the county are now 
anxions to forget its horrors and many hardships. 
Not relishing a detailed history of the war period, 
the people cheerflllly relieve those who would 
write of the- fratricidal strifp from its compilation. 

In Perry County, as in all othpl' counties of the 
State, there were no facilities for the education of 
the illaSSe'--i nutil the rresent frpf' school sY:'item 
was inaugurated f1ince the Civil 'War. A few sub 
f>criptions schools had heen taught here and there, 
and sonw of the wealthy citizellfl had sent the-ir 
children abroad to be' educated. The following 
statistics from the report of the State superinte-n
dent of public instruction for the year euding 
.Jnne :30. ] 88Q, will tend to show in part how the 

nllic schooh of the {\ounty are rrosperin"·j 
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Scholastic popUlation: 'Vhite males, CS-i9; fe 
malE'S, 7G-!; total, 1,I1..V3; colored males, 14-!; fe
males, 1GU; total, :313. Pupil" taught in the 
~chools: vVhitl? males, ()()H; females, 4-74.; total, 
],0\2; c(llOl'ed male'">, 8..+; females, 103; total, 
Ii'-,7. Numlwr of school di~tricts, 3--1-; number re 
porting', 30; num her of teacherc; employed, males, 
3;3; femalp'3, 3; total, 311; average monthly wages 
paid to teachers. first grade, male~, $-1-7.30; second 
grade, males, $87.50; third grade, males, $35; 
femaleFl, $30, no females having been employed 
in the first and second grades. Amount I'::'xpelldell 
for teachers salaries, $4:, ~)13.13; for building and re
pai~ing, $185.] I; total amount expenl1ed. $5,:-35'3. 80. 
Valne of school houses, $~,-!-24. 

According to the foregoing figures, 05 per cent 
anli a fraction over of tlle white, and 59 per cent 
and a fraction over of the colored scllOlastic popu 
lation attended the public school~. rrhis might 
be a better showing and if it argues anything at 
all, it is this that the public schools aTe not as 
well patronized as they shuuld be. There are no 
schools in the county except the free ~chools, 

hencp, a larger per cent of the children of school 
age onght to attend the public schools. 

The history of the Methodist Epi'3copal Ohurch, 
~outh, in Perry County, ha~ been kindly furnished 
by Rev. A. H. Williams, pac;tor of Perryville Oir
cuit, and is as follows: The church at Perryville 
was organized about the year 1845, with but a few 
constituent members, and it now numbers 100. By 
whom it was organized is not known, but Revs. 
Andrew Hunter, R. M. Hunter and -Winfield were 
presiding elders in the 40' sand 50' s, and C. M. 
Hlover was one of the- early pastors. B. D_ Davis 
and A. D. Jenkins were pa~tors along in the GO's. 
The following ministel's have served at different 
times: ,r. 'r. Anderson, ,V. H. W. Burns, H. L. 
Jemac;on, E. L. l\Iass~y and T. B. Hickman. The 
present how.,e of worship, valued at $1,000, was built 
in] ~S3 ~--1-, and Wal:., dedicated in 18':37 by Rev. J. 
P. Calloway. The member" actively engaged in 
the building of this house were, Rev. E. L. Massey, 
Pastor T. A. Yancy, CoL J. F. Sellers, V. H . 
Rook, R. E. !lison, Rev. L. M. Harris and ,y. H. 
Rankin, the last named not being a member, but 
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his family being connected with the church. Rev. 
,Yo J. Dodson was prPRidiug elder for a time, as 
were also ,Yo D. 1\lattbews and F. ]\1. Pain, and 
at present Rev. G. \V. Hill. This charge belongs 
to the Arkam;as Conference, Morrillton District. 
Revs. C. B. Galloway, D. D., J. C. Granberry, 
A. M., and E. B. Hendrix, D. D., are bishops. 
The Sunday-school in connection with the Perry
ville church is a permanent organization and well 
attended. It was organizeu some years ago. 

Other churches of this county and pastoral 
charge, organizefl at different times from 18-15 till 
1857, exist at the following places: Dixie, Esau, 
Bethel, New Tennessee, Aplin, Pleasant Grove, 
Cherry Hill, Hope and Swept Home. These range 
from the small membership of twelve to fifty or 
sixty. In this county are now two pastoral charges, 
PelT) ville Circuit and pprryville :Mission, the first 
served by Rev. A. H. \Yilliams, and the lat 
tel' by Rev. Judge Harris. The Perryville Cir
cuit has a membership of 33U, as given in the last 
Conferpncp minutes the membership of the Mis
sion not being reported. 

Of thp property oubide of Pel'l'yville there are 
three churches, valued at $UOO. A parsonage is 
owned at Perryville, valued at $400. The oldest 
citizen of this county, Capt. Jesse 'W ilson, a 
member of the Methodist Church, South, at New 
Tennessee, iR a regular attendant and liberal con 
tributor. Mrs. Harriet Rison, long years a resi
dent at Perryville, also oWlling a benutiful and 
stately residence in Little Rock, if:, a nwm her 
of the 1\lethodist Church, attpnds worship regu
larly, sings and prays and shouts, and contributes 
of her money to the expenses of the church, and is 
very kind to thE' Rick Dr. Cree)" also of Pleasant 
Grove, this county, is a "Calle Brake" Methodist. 
Old and gray with age he is ploduing on his way 
to the Heavenly country where sorrow and pain 
shall come no more. Brotbers Dixey and Massey 
are Illinisters of long standing in that church, and 
among the best citizens of the county. Many oth 
ers might be mentioned. A large number of the 
olde:-;t and bes.t families, as well as a good share of 
thp "new cOllers," are in the Methodist Church. 
That pioneer citizen and ]\1ethodiRt, U nC'le George 

~F 


Rankin and his wifE', who still live on their farm, 

ten miles down Fourche Valley from Perryville, 

deserve especial mention. He is also one of the 

best farmArs in the county, and father of \V. H. 

Rankin, a most successful merchant of Perryvillp. 


The spveral Baptist Churches in Perry County, 

pastors and membership thereof, as shown by the 

published minutes of the forty ninth annual meet

ing of tbe Saline Regular Baptist Association, held 

in October, 1888, are as follows: Blue Point, 

Elder T. A. Strong, Hr; Bethel No.2, C. M. Gen 

sin, 20; BethE'l No.3, G. D. Cate, 23; Harmony, 

J. H. Brasel, 2]; Philadplphia, A. ,J. Nelson, 2ti. 

There may be other organizations of this denomi 

nation in the county not belonging' to the above 

named association. 


The Presbyterian Church is also represented 

in Perry County. 


The first Christian Church in the county 
was organized by Elder J. H. lUcDonald, from 
Tennessee, at Pleasant Grove, near Aplin, in 
August, ]881, with eight constituent member"!. 
It was placed under the charge of Elders J. E. 
Price and J. E. Oliver. They had a regular 
preacher the second year after organization, and 
thereafter visiting prf'achers, among whom were 
Morris, Alonzo Burns and J. 'Y. Marshall, and Dr. 
Dacus officiated. Tbey occupy a Union Church, 
ODe Lord's day in each month, and have a mem 
bership of over fifty. Another Christian Church 
was organized with about fifteen members in CaSH 
Towllship, in JUDe, 1888, by Eldpr J. ,\Y. 1\1a1' 
shall. They have a mission of ten members in 
Perryville, but no organization completed there as 
}'f't. The Union Snnday school is l)articipated in 
hy all churches. Two clmrch buildings an~ to be 
erected in the near future, une in Casa Township, 
and one at Perryville. An effort is being madp to 
secnre a regular and permanent preacher for the 
different ol'gaDization~. 

There is a German Catholic Church in the 
German settlement in Perry Township. 

The county, probate and circuit courts werf' 
established with the organization of the countv in 
1840. Thp sessions of the county court llOW b~gill 
on tbf' first Mondays in JannaI':, April, July and t 



000 HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. 

October. The sessions of the probate court begin 
on the second Mondays of Ff'bl'uary, May, August 
and November. The sessions of the circuit court 
begin on the second Mondays in March and f:3ep 
tember. Those of the legal profession, residentR 
of the county, and practiC'ing in these COtuts are: 
J. F. S811ers, Hobert J. White, James A. VanCE\ 
L. -W'. Harris and R. E. Phelps. 

The first building that was used for a court
house is still standing in what is known as Old 
Towil, or the firAt site of Perryville. It is a little 
old log cabin about sixteen feet sq aare. The 
grand jury held its sessions in the bushes, and 
when the petit jury went out to deliberate the 
same covering was utilized by thelll. :L\Ioney was 
very scarce, pelts and furs had an established 
value and were a legal tender for the payment of 
fines, the same as they were for any other debt. Of 
a certain Robert Oook, who figured conspicuously 
in lllany incidents of the early times in the vicinity 
of Perryvillp, and who was the perpetrator of 
many practical jokes, and the wag of the settle 
ment, it is related that on one occasion, when the 
count) court was in session he came to Buck 
ingham's grocf'l'Y, his cash in hand, comlisting of 
a single deerskin, which was soon exchangell for 
a gallon of whisky, the skin being thrown behind 
the bar into a rude log wareroom. AD soon as the 
supply of stimulus wa'3 gone, more was wanted, so 
the deer skin was slipped out through a crack, and 
again exchanged for another gallon. This trade 
on the samp piece of money wab made the fourth 
timE', when Buckingham became suspicious of the 
trick, and remarked that hp would mark that hide, 
and dill so by cutting off the taiL Our friend 
Cook was quite hilariom; by thiiS timp, and hannter 
ing up to the court where J ndge Flannikpll was 
presiding, he was tined $5 for contempt of court. 
The ne}..t day, being in better posses9ion of his 
sensE'S, he, armeu with a quart bottle of the same 
kind of liquid that had led him into trouble, sought 
an interview with the judge, told him that on yes 
terclay whisky had the advantage of him, and 
that he did not know what he was doing, spoke of 
his poverty, and of how hard it wonld be to pay 
the fine, but promiGed to pay it Rome way or other. 

,.. 

Then to show the judge that he (Oook) bore him 
no i11- will, he presented his bottle and asked him 
to have "something." Now it appealS that the 
judge was in the habit of taking something for his 
stomach's sake, so he indulged not only aile time, 
but another. ,Yhether or nnt the deliberations of 
the court were as grave as usual on that a.fternoon, 
this much is certain, Cook's fine was paid. 

The most notable case that came before the 
circuit court in this county before the Civil War 
was the McOool and Lively mu).'der triaL Lively 
was arraigned for the murder of McCool. The 
case was in the courts for several years, and was 
finally settled by the death of Lively, who was shot 
and killed while lying asleep, and under guard. 
The supposition was that a brother of McCool did 
the ueed, but no one was apprehended, and the 
matter was dropped. 

The only legal execution that has ever occurred 
in the county was the hanging of J. 1\,1. Armstrong 
for the waylaying and killing of Dr. T. J. Fergll 
son. Armstrollg was capturell about a year after 
the deed was committed; was tril?d and sentenced, 
and was hanged April :30, 18130. His accomp~ice, 
John Roland, was tried and sentenced to serve a 
term of twelve yeaTS in the penitentiary. Saloons 
were banished from pprryville in 188~, anu the sen
timent against them has grown so strong that under 
the three-mile local option law there is not a place 
in the county where whisky or any of its kindred 
liquors can be obtained. With the banishment of 
this evil from the county, there has come such a 
decrease in Iawle'3bness and crime, that the citi
zens hail with delight the dawning of this, a new 
epoch in their history, lor almost the greatest curse 
of mankind in promoting the exereise of the malpv 
olent passions is gone. and IlOW instead of being 
ranked as one of the most lawless counties in the 
State, Perry stands a1-> a banner locality in tLe line 
of law and order. 

Perryville, the COUlIty seat, is a village of some 
4;)0 inhabitants, and is situated about half a mile 
from the north bank of the Fourche Ia Fave River. 
The town was founued about Ib.J-O, upon its becom 

ing the seat of justice for the connty. John L. t 
Huston, Hines, Greathouse and Cribbens W':' 

p 



among the first to settle here. At this place have 
been enacted SOlle of the mO'3t dastardly tragedit''3 
that ever stained the records of any connty. But. 
since the banishment of the saloons, a quieter and 
better ordered town does not exist. In 1~7() it wac; 
incorporated, and J. F. St'llel's was ('hosen first 
mayor. Five aldermen. the mayor and recordpt'. 
constitute the town conncil, which meehl anet' a 
month. The bU"liness is represented by three drng 
stores, three groceries. fonr gt'neral stores, two 
blacksmith and wagon shops, one grist and saw 
mill and cotton-gin combined, two hotels. and 80me 
minor industries. There are also two churches 
and a school house here. 

Perryville Lodge No. 208, A. F. & A. M., was 
chartered November 22, 1570, with thirteen mem
bers. and only fivp of them are now living. The 
present principal officers are: W. H. Rankin, ·W. 
1\1.; J. A. McBath, S. 'Y.; John Bland, J. \Y., 

and J. E. Holmes, secretary. The membership 
is forty-three at pI'esent. A Masonic lodge was 
organizE'd at Aplin in 1886, and has now twenty 
three members. The principal officers are P. 1\1. 
Mosby, W. M.; J. S. :l\Iassey, s. \V.; W. G. Glli 
lett, ,T. \V.; and E. S. Dooley, secretary. 

Knights of Honor Loclgp No.3, 207 was organ
ized October 0, 1883, with twenty five charter mem 
bers, but the memhership has since decreased to 
sixteen. Robert Windle is Dictator and T. J. Hol
lingsworth, Reporter. There has been one death, 
that of Henry Corn, which occurred lHa) 7, 18Cl8. 

The Perryville News, edited bJ J. A. Sellers, 
is published weekly at Perryville. 

A plin, the only "mage in the county outside of 
Perryville, is situated in Aplin Township, on the 
north bank of the river Fourche la Fave, about ten 
miles west from the count)' seat. The postoffice was 
established here in 1872, with a 1\11'. Van Hook as 
postmaster. The bURiness is represented by three 
general stores, two blacksmith shops, one saw mill, 
built in 1CS73 by 8nyder, \Voolbright & Harkey. 
There is one Union church, which is also used for 
a school house. 

There are postoffices at the following places: 
Hollis, in Tyler Township; Nimrod, in New Ten 
nessee; Casa, in Casa; Adina in Petit Jean: HUB 
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ton, in Huston; Sevier, in Union; Dixie and Esau, 
in Perry, and Qnidan, in McCool. 

Charles M. Armistead. Although 1\11'. Armi
stead has not long been a rec;idpnt of Perry Oounty, 
he has become onf' of its If.. ading citizens and 
most extt'Ilsivt' farmers. He was horn in l\Iissis 
sippi, May ;·n, 1CSGl, and is a SOIl of rrhomas R. 
aml Priscilla (Beard) Arm istead, of Georgia and 
Alabama, respectively. and is the eleventh in a 
family of twel ve children born to the pareuts. He 
was reared on his father's farm in Pontotoc County, 
Miss., until 1R69, when the family moved to De 
Soto Oounty, where Charles attended the public 
schools for a short season, as well as receiving in 
struction from his parents at home. and notwith 
standing the very little schooling he rec:eived in his 
youth he improved every minute of the time em 
ployed, and is well educated for a man who labored 
under the disadvantages that he encountered. In 
1888 he moved to Arkansas and settled in Sevier, 
where he leased a large tract of land, and com 
menced farming very extensively. He now has 
7j 5 acres under cultivation, consisting of 300 acres 
in cotton, seventy-five acres in corn, and the bal· 
ance in different growths. Mr. Armistead has a 
larger nnmber of acres under cultivation than any 
other farmer in Perry County. He is a member 
of Woodland Lodge No.1, at Conway, Ark., and 
was initiated into the order in June of the presE-nt 
year. Still a young man anu comparatively a new 
resident in his adopted State, lUI'. Annistead bas 
become an active spirit in all matters pertaining 
to his county's wt'lfare. He is an enterprising cit 
izen and a popular one, and, although be is at pres 
eIlt a bachelor. it yet remains to be seen whether 
or not one of the many pairs of bright eyes in that 
locality can not inducE" him to change his condition. 

John J. Barn8tt, one of the principal millers 
anef a substantial farmE'r of Perry County, is a 
nati VE' of Arkansas, and was born 1\'[ay 2:3, ] ~4:I. 
His parents were 'Y illiam Henry and Susan Eliza 
(Daker) Barnett, natives of Tennessee and Yir 
ginia, respectively. who were married February 2G, 
1~46. at the residence of the bride. in Indepenu 
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ellce Connty, Ark. The mother uiea on January 
2H, 15tJ 1, and the father was married a ReconcJ. 
time, tbi~ wifE' being MiRS Lucy Reeves, and hy 
whom he bad four children: Henry Clay (born 
December 22, 1857), William B. (lJorn April 18, 
] k;)H), J\IartbR Louisa and Joseph t). {the latter 
horn No\'ember 7,1865). JOhll BarIlett and Sarah 
Ann, the paternal grandfather and grandmother, 
first callle to Arkansao in 182'+, and 10~atecJ. in 
Hickory Valley, Independence COllnty, where he 
purchabed land and began farming, adding to it, 
from time to time, until he owned over 1,000 
acres, and had placed some 600 acres under culti 
vation. J obn J. Barnett was rearC'd to farm life, 
and received his education in the subscription 
schools of Independence County. He remained 
with his father until 1~63, and then, matters not 
being satisfactory at borne, he went to tbe recruit
iug officer and enlisted in Oompany H, Fourth 
Regiment Arkansas Volunteer Cavalry, serving 
until June 3U, 1b63, when he was mustered out at 
Little Rock. He took part in a number of engage 
ments, and acquitted himself with honor, and, after 
the war was over, rehnned to hi.., father with the 
mone) he received for his services. He was mar 
ried on March 2, 1870, to Miss Nancy \V. Meacham, 
of Independence Couuty, and made a home of his 
own on lantl which he rented from his father in 
law. Six years afterward he purchased 140 acres 
of land on his grandfather's old homestead, and in 
1bi7 erecteu. a grist mill and cotton-gin on the 
same site where his grantlfather had built one 
forty years before. He made this hiB home until 
the bummer of 18~~, when he moved to Batesville, 
and kept a hotel fur about one year, and then 
moyed to Perryville. Mr. Barnett was plected a 
l\Iaf,on in 1880, becoming a member of Curio 
Lodge No. ] ...J:...J:, and has held every offire in that 
fraternity since his initiation. Hp uwns 1no acres 
of cultivated land ill IndepPIlClence County, b8 
bide~ his farm ill Perry County. and also sixty 
acres of timbereu land. The mill site embraces 
two acres uf land, upon which are erected a grist 
and ~aw mill and a cotton gin, all of which are in 
~nccPssful operation. 1\11'. Barnett't, family C'ollbi:-;ts 

0 I ten ch ildl en: Mary J\Iarti a (born Mar Hl, 1&71 ),j 
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Susan Mildred (born ~ertember 9, ]8(2), Sarah 
Elizabeth (horn February 1H, Iffi'4), Frances Bar 
sheba (born l\Iarch 20, 1C,(5), John J. (born No 
vemher~, 1876, died Octolwr 1, 1~77), James 
'Yilliam (born J annary 1o, 11)7~), Nancy Norris 
(horn Augn~t 2H, ] KiG, died August 22, ] SSG), 
Hebecca Ann (born Decpmher 1;), 1~1..j()), Lillie L. 
(born NOVf'mher 22, 18C,2), Jnlian C. (born l\Iay 
23, IbSG), Myrtle ~eander (born Angnst 22, 18h6), 
Eliza Leola (born Jnl) 1, 1~8~). Tlw childrpn 
have all had the best education ofi'f'r€'ll by the 
schools of Independence and PelTY Counties, and 
the older ones especially have ohtaiuE'd a tborougb 
and la~ting know ledge of the higber branches of 
English ~tudies. The firm name of the enterprise 
1\'11'. Barnett i" eonnpcted with is Barnett & Co. 
They are extensive maul1facturers of flour, coru
meal, and all kinds of lumber for building pur 
poses, and the products of their mills have ob 
tained a wide spread reputation. In adt1ition to 
Curio Lodge No. 14'+, he is also a member of Dan 
ley Cbapter No. 39, Royal Arch -Masons. Dulphur 
Rock, Imlependence County, and takes an active 
interest in l\Iasonic matters. MI'. Barnett is one 
of the foremost men in all enterprises to further 
the progress of religious and educational matters, 
and is a man of considerable influence. both social 
ly and politically, in Perry County. 

William T. Ba~kin is numbered among the 
largest planters and stockmen in Perry Oounty, 
and is well known throughout the surrounding 
country. He was born in Tipton Oounty, Tenn., 
October 28. 15-10, and is the second child of thil" 
teen born to John and Cynthia (Smith) Baskin, of 
Pf'lTY ana Tipton Cot1nties, Tenn., rf'spectivel'y. 
The maternal great grandfather was a ,"oldieI' in 
many of the battles fought during the Revolution, 
and the paternal grandfather was also a soldier in 
the War of 1~ 12. The parents were married in 
'llipton County, Tenn., in the year 18:17, and ant of 
their family of thirteen children seven sons and 
two daughterb lived to have families of their own, 
and at the present time seven survive. The parents 
moved to Arkansas in JannaI') , 1 ':3~...J:, and located 
about ten miles west of the present site of Darda 

nelle, whor e theyentel'ed a tmct 0 f oighty acrcs, t 
~-fi--r--------------------------------------~~~iK~~. 
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which they improved and resided on for ten years, 
then sold out, and move<l to Perry Oounty in 18;)-+, 
where the father entered 120 acres of land. and 
farmed successfully for four years. The e]<ler Bas 
kin was a nnn believer that the soil WR:-, more pro 
ductive farther north. and again sold ont with the 
intention of moving, but at the earnest entreaties 
of his family he concluded to remain. ,111d again 
purcha~ed land from the Government, which lw 
improved alld lived upon uutil his death, in Febrn 
ary, 15GO. ~\yil1iam T. Baskin, hi~ son, was e<1u
cated in the subscription schools of Arkansas. 
Three months previou~ to his father's death ~\Y ill
iam married Miss Elizabeth Jane Story. of Tennes 
spe, a daughter of Henry and Nancy (Taylor) Story, 
who were among the earliPl' settler" of ArkansaR. 
The worldly wealth of the young couple at that time 
amounted to $200, but they settled on the old home 
stead with hearts ~ull of hope, and the husband 
began working with a will to make a comfortable 
horne and a bright future for his bride. At the 
outbreak of the Rebellion his plans were all over 
thrown. He was strongly opposed to secession and 
in sympathy with tlH01 Union. and could not con 
scientiously enter into the service of the Oonfed
erate army. As a consequence he was subjected to 
all the embarrassments and persecution I', incident to 
his situation, and for more than a year resisted 
ev8l'Y influellcE' to induce him to join the Southern 
army. The strain, however, was too great, and at 
last he enlisted in Oapt. Boring's company in the 
old Hawthorne regiment, serving for three months, 
when he became so disgusted that he deserted and 
returnecl home. Here be found himself no better 
off than in the army, and as Oapt. John ,Yard was 
recruiting a company of cavalry at that time, Mr. 
Baskin was taken captive to Boston Mountains in 
Newton Connty, Ark., and every means taken to 
induce him to enlist in the Federal army, but with 
out snccess as he did not care to go North. so he 
was paroled and scouted hi~ way hack to his family 
~n Perry County, with whom he remained until 
October, 1 S6a. Circumstances then demanded that 
something be done to allow men to exerci~e their 
wishes as to whether they shoulc1 fight in opposi 
tion to their principles or fight to sustain them. 

Accordingly many of the citizen:-, of Perry, Yell, 
Pope, Johnson and Conway Counties determined 
to orgallize companies for the Federal army, in 
order to give Union men an opportunity to en
list nnder the :-ltars and stripes. The re~nlt wac., 
the organization of the Third Arkalll'las Begi 
menL of Cavalry, United t;tat8b Army, commanded 
l)y Col. A. H. Ryan, :lUr. Baskin hecoming a mf'lll 
bel' of Compauy C, and serving for one year and 
boven months. He touk part ill a number of bkir 
lllisheR throughout the State, hut was never in any 
l'egular engagement, and was never wounded, nor 
reported on thp sick list. On May 22, 18G5, he was 
honorably discharged at Lewisbnrg, Ark., and after 
ward resideu neal' that town, which waf) in posRes 
sion of the Fedelals, in order to be protected from 
the guerrillas. After rejoining his family once 
more, :1\11'. Daskin moved to Perry County, and set 
tIed on a farm in Ca~a Township, which he bad 
come in pObsession of while in the army. His 
family consisted of himself and wife and two chil 
chen: Oynthia Ann (born October 1-1-, 18(1) and 
Mary Alicf' (born March] 1, 1S(3). In October, 
186(), another child was born to them, Sarah Eliz
abeth, and about this time Mrs. Baskin was taken 
sick. The following year, in consequence of his 
wife's ill health and the expense incurred by her 
sickness, he was forced to sell his improved farm 
and return to the old homestead where he first be 
gall his married life. Three years later :l\Irs. Bas 
kin I'ecove-red her health, but her husband was 
practically bankrupt. On March 9, 18615, another 
child was horn, John Henry, then Mahal Oatherine 
(born July 7, 1872) and James R. (born February 
8, ] S7~}); on September 1:1 they were bereaved by 
death of little John HE'nry, who was laid to rest 
in Ridge Cemetery, Yell Oounty. The balance of 
1\11'. Baskin's chilchen have all had the benefits of 
thl" schools in Arkansas, and have acquired a good 
knowledge of the English brallches of euucation. 
Oynthia A. was marrjed to 1\Ir. James A. GOOdSOll. 

of Y..ll Connty, a well known blaclu,mith and farm 
er, and this union ha'3 made them the parents of 
six children. l\lary Alice waH united in marriage 
to JUr. 'Villiam McCabe, a farmer of Pprl'Y County. 
and this marriage has given them foul' . childrE'~1. 
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Sarah Elizabeth was mauied to 1\1r. J e£ferson 
Parker. of Tennessee, and had two children, one 
of them dying since. While Mr. and 1\11'8. Baskin 
are not memlwn; of any church, they take great 
interest in and are liberal snpporterR of an ] pligions 
and educational matter:'!, and 1\11'. Baskin haR beell 
a member of the school board for a numher of years. 
He is a stB ncb Hepnblican in politics, and for SElV· 

eral year" served as jnstice of tbe peace for his 
township. He is a straightforward man, sincere 
in his expI'essions, and has the courage to speak 
and follow his convictions under all circumstances, 
as his career has amply proven, and commands the 
respect and the esteem of his fE-llow·citizens. 

J obn Bland, an enterprising and a well koown 
merch.ant of Perryville, was born in Saline County, 
Ark., December ](), 1838, and is a son of John 
and Temperance (Powell) Bland, the forUler a 
native of Kentucky whose forefathers came from 
Holland, and the mother a native of Ohio. The 
parents were married in Arkansas, and had sixteen 
childl'Em by their union, of whom young John was 
the seventh and the only one living at present. 
The fat1er died in ]8G2 and the mother in 1848. 
John Bland, ,Jr., was reared to farm life, and 
received his education in the subscription schools 
of Arkan~as. He remained at home with his 
father until 186], and on May 3 of that year he 
enlisted in Company B. of the Third Arkansas 
RegimE'nt of CavRlry, and served for four years. 
He first entered as a private sohlipr and remained 
in that capacity until the early part of ] 80:2, when 
fit brave action on the field won him the promotion 
to duty-sergE'ant, in which capacity he continued 
until tbp aTmy was disbanded. During his service 
he fought under Gens. Price, Van Dorn, Whpeler 
and Forrest, and took part in nearly all the most 
important engagements. His company was difl 
handed neal' Sayannah, Ga., and he l'eturlled home 
from that place on his faithful old war horse. riding 
him the entire distance. He fought at the battles 
of Corinth, Chickamauga, siegE' of Knoxville, and 
many others. At the first named place he was 
severely wonnued by a musket ball which struck 
him in the left arm, betwepn the wrist and elbow, 
and then paRspd into the body at the breast, the 

ball ranging obliqnely to the right and coming 
out between the seventh and eighth ribs, and 
wouuding the right arm between the sboul(ler and 
elbow. He was taken to the hospital. where he 
r8mained until March, ] "-JoB, and in July of the 
same year report0(l to his company for duty. He 
was with Gen. J. E. Johnsto1l in the l'ptreat from 
Dalton to Atlanta, remaining at the latter place 
until Gen. Hood took the command, after which he 
participated in Gpn. 'Ylee101"s raid through 1\liJ 
dIe Tennessee, and later on rejoined Gen. J oh11 
ston's army. After the war Mr. Bland returned 
home and commencf'd farming. J n ] 8GS he was 
united in marriage to 1\li5S Lncinda C. Rankin, a 
daughter of G. 1\1. and Jane (Alexander) Rankin, 
of North Carolina. This union gave them seven 
children: \Y illiam C., 1\1011ie, Rosie, Hattie, J es 
sie, Verna and John, all living. 1\I1'. Bland's 
next venture was in mercantile life, and he entered 
into partnership with Mr. W. H. Rankin at Perry 
ville. where they opened up a large establishment 
and carry a fine and well selected stock of general 
merchandise. They have everything necpssar), 
and imaginable in their linA of trade, and are 
building up a good patronage by their legitimate 
methods of doing busilless. In politicR be is a 
Democrat, and bas served his county as treasurer 
for three terms of two years each, occupying that 
office with a distinction that has never been ex. 
celled. He is a merubel' of Perryville Lodge No. 
238, A. F. & A. M., and has served his lodge as 
treasurer for a number of years, as well as being 
on his second term as Junior 'Yarden. Mr. Bland 
has always taken an active interest in religious, 
educational and social development, and his resi 
uenep in Perry County has marked a llew era in 
those matters. 

Capt. John Blythe, fRl'mer and a leading citi
zen of Tyler Township, was born in McJ\linn Conn 
ty, East Tenn., J anual'y 18, 1838. His father, 
Samuel Blythe, was a son of ,rilliam Blythe, who 
was born in Ireland. He was also an agriculturist 
by occupation, and died in 1863. Our subject's 
mother was born in Tennessee, in ] 801, of Irish 
descent, and died in IH69. Sbe OOl'e a family of 
seven cbihhen, three now living: James (of Barry 
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County, Mo.), S. H. and John. John, the fourth 
child, was reared and recpi ved his education in 
Tennessee, and at the age of eighteen years hegan 
life for himself. He was on thE' TennE'ssee RivE'r 
the first four yearR, then entered upon a career of 
farming and ~tock dealing, and in ] ~G5 removed to 
Georgia, where he resided two years, then ('oming 
to what is now Saline County, Ark. In 1~8() he 
located in Perry County, v. here he now resilles. 
In 1862, entering the Confederate army, in Com 
pany B, Fifth Tennessee Cavalry, as private, 1\1r. 
Blythe was immediately elected first lieutenant, 
serving about six months, when he was promoted 
to the rank of captain, and this commission he held 
till the c]ose of the war. He was in the battles of 
Chickamauga, 1\Iissionary Ridge, Resaca (Ga.), 
New Hope Church, at Atlanta and Jonesboro and 
at Bennettsville, the last battle of the war, on 
March 19, 20 and 21, 18G5. He now has 4-1:0 acres 
of land, about 170 under cultivation; this is an 
excellent stock farm, South Fourche River running 
through it and furnishing an abundant supply of 
water. Capt. Blythe is a Democrat, and a highly 
respected resident. In 1854, in Tennessee, he 
married 1\1iss l\Iary Ann Murphy, who was born in 
that ~tate, in IB2U. They havE' had a family of 
five ehildren, four now living: -William 1\1., Eliza 
beth (wife of A. T. Mane), Joseph and Mary. 

John -Wilson Carden. Among the substantial 
agriculturists of Rankin Township is 1\11'. Carden, 
who was born in Orange County, N. C., November 
12, 183--4-, being the son of James and ClaI'a C. 
(Shamly) Carden. The father, a farmer by occu
pation, of Scotch and English descent, was born in 
North Carolina in ]80] and died January lu, ]854. 
Hi!5 wife was born in North Carolina, and two 
y~ars after her husband's death we-nt to Tennessee, 
where she survived until 18,'1. She was the mother 
of nine children, of whom Wiley, Robert J., Jo
siah E., Elizabeth, .J ames AI('x and onr subject 
are living. J oh11 ,,,., the secoml child, received a 
limited education in Orange Oounty, N. C., bui 
his father dying IV hen he was seventeen year" of 
age, he was obliged to work and help support the 
family He remained with his mother nntil about 

~.-:ntY~~ne and then went to ochool lor oix lllontho, 

after which he entered npon work in a tobacco fae 
tory at Talleho, continuing fool' years, the last few 
years as overseer. In] HGO he came to Pulaski 
County, Ark., and in J nne, H102, enlisted in the 
artillery company uncleI' Capt. Daniels. He was in 
tlw battI... of PlNtsant H1ll, La., and many skil' 
mi~h8s, following Gf'll. Banks through Louisiana. 
Aft...r serving three years he went home on a flU' 
lough. and before his return the war ended. He 
was later employed by the Government for six 
months, at :iii73 per month, when he commenced 
farming in Pulaski Connty, remaining till Jaunary 
27, 1881, when he removed to Perry County. He 
has now one of thf' bf'st stock farms ill the State, 
comprising UOO acres of land, with about -t-OO acres 
under cultivation, and upon this place are a great 
number of horses, mules, hogs, sheep and cattle. 
Mr. Carden has been a member of the 1\Iasonic 
order thirty-two years, is a Democrat and has been 
overseer of roads a number of years. He and his 
wife are member:,; of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. South. In February. 1858, he married 
1\Ess Anna Shamlin, of North Carolina, who died 
in January, 1868. They had two children, both 
now deceased. In June, 1869, 1\1is8 Elizabeth 
Kumpe, of Alabama, became his wife, whose father 
emigrated from Germany, where he was born in 
1807. By this marriage there are eight children 
(six living): Charles R., Anna L., Mary L., John 
F., Frederick E .. Sidney (decea:oed), JHartin L. 
(deceaoed) and Luella J. 

Benjamin Franklin Clayton, is actively occu
pied as school master and farmer of Huston Town 
ship. A native of Arkansas, he was born in 
Conway County, June 20, U35~, to the union of 
-William and Eliza ClHcBurnett) Clayton. The 
father gave his attention to tilling the soil, with 
good success. He was of English oescent, was born 
in Kentucky, and died. ill Conway Co~mty. Ark., 
<luring the war. Benjamin's mother came mig 
inally from Alahallla. being the daughter of Thomas 
1\IcBurnett; bhe died in 1':li2. In thl:-' family there 
were four children, two now living: Benjamin and 
Richard T. The subject of tbis sketch, the third 
child, was reared principally in Conway County, 
I'eceiving his early education in Al'kaIl:oas, which t 
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he supplemented oy a course, in 1874, in Carroll 
Connty. Ga. In 1870 he bflgan teachiIlg ill his 
native county, aud has followed this occupation 
ti \'8 terms. He has 120 acres of land, about sixty 
five under cultivation. In 1ShG his fitness for the 
pm,ition led to hi;.; election as jn~tiee of ih", peace, 
and be was l'B Bledf'd in 1 ')8R. pl'Ovil1g an a\}le 
and efficiE'nt officer. He was 5chool director of his 
district two years. In lJoIitics he is a Democrat, 
having cast his first pre~idential vote for Hancock. 
In 1881 lUI'. Clayton married 1\'[i::,s Betty Bird, 
who died in 1682. and in lS83 Lizzie Johnson, a 
native of TennE'sset" became his wife. She died 
in 1b86, and in August, 1888, Mr. Clayton married 
Katie Latham, whose birth occurreu in :Missouri 
in Ibll. They have one child, Lillie. Mr. Clay
ton' 8 fal'm is well improved, and on it is a living 
spring of water. HE' and his wife are members 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 

James Cobb, who through industry and energy 
has risen to a position as a 1eading farmer of Perry 
CountYj is a native of North Carolina, having been 
born in Northampton County, on April 26, 1834. 
Hls parents were Littlebf'uy anu Mary (Massin 
gill) Cobb, natives a1::;0 of NOJth Carolina. James' 
mother died ill N ol'th Carol1na when he wa,> but 
a child, and his father, who was an overseer of 
slaves, E>ubsequently married again, Harriet Davis 
becoming hif:l wife. In 1SJ5 he moved to :Madison 
COUllt}, Tenn., dying in 1854 while in the employ 
of Dr. John Ingram. James was then twenty 
year;., of age. rfhe bubject of this sketch was the 
fifth in a family of "ix children: he grew up in 
North Carolina till eleven yea1'8 of age when, as 
statl:'d, the family moveu to Tennessee, he reeeiv 
iug his schooling ill both States. Oil the death of 
hifo, fatLer, who left a widow and three children, he 
snppo! ted the family till his step mother' f:l second 
marriage. after three years, when he came to Ar
kansas, !'>E'ttling ]n Perry UOl1nty in 1c.,5~. After 
one year he pnrchas(->d the place on which be now 
reE>ides, it then contaiuing SO acres. In 1qf32 1\11'. 
Cobb enlisted in the Oonfederate army, Company 
F, Tw(->ntieth Arkansas Infantry, sprving through 
{hp war, and acting as sprgpttut. He was in the 
battlt:'~ of Yiek",burg, Champion's Hill and Farm 

ington. At the close of the war he returned to his 
farm, there being then only nine acres cleared; 
but he workeu Lard and at present has G-W acres 
of land, 22;j under cultivation, the greater part of 
which he rents. He is a Hepublican, has been 
constable of his township several years and is a 
worthy anll widely este-emed eitizen. Decemher 
27, ] 830, he married }\,Jiss Rebecca A. Holmes, who 
was born in Tennessee, in 1842; !'>he died. January 
2, 187.,1" leaving six childrPll, three living: John 
L., Fannie L. (wife of E. Jackson) and Anna. 1\11'. 
Cobb, in July) uno, married Sarah J. l\1rUown, 
of Union County, S. C., born in 18-1:4, and the 
daughter of John and Elizabeth :IUcCown; they 
have three children: Charley Gl'ahalll, Wesley and 
James Grover. Mrs. Cobb is a member of theBap 
tist Ohurch. 

John J. Cook is also a prominent planter and 
stockman of Perry Oounty, ana was born in Perry 
Oounty on February 13, 1839, being the son of 
Robel't and Betsy (Hogan) Cook, the latter of 
whom was a native of Al'kansas and a daughter of 
one of the pioneer settlers of that State, who repre
sented his county in the State legislature at an 
early period. He was a soldier in the Revolution, 
as was also his father. Robert Cook, upon first 
coming to Arkansas, settleu in Perry Oounty, 
where he was married and resided until his death. 
His son, John J., one of seven children born to the 
parents, was rearE-d to farm life and received his 
education in P(>Tl'Y Couuty. The father died 
when John was only twelve years old, and he 
has practically made his own way through life 
since that time. After the death of buth par 
t'nts the support and care of the remainder of 
the family devolvE'(l upon Lim and his eldest 
brother, Henry N. They provided for them in 
the best way possible ull<ler the circumstances, 
and took charge of the inheritance that had been 
left them. Misfortune seeIlled to follow fast after 
the 1068 of tbeir parents, for some time later theil' 
h011ses were burned down by an incendiary, who, 
it is supposed, had a gru.dge against the father, 
The nallies of the family are as follows: Lucinda 
(born in 18;)0, married to l\Ir. George Smyers, who 
died uuring the Rebellion as diu also biE> wife, leav~ 
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ing three children), Fannie (born in Ib33 and re 
siding in Texas, widow of William Bannett), Ellen 
(who married Mr. Gray, both deceased), John J., 
J edediah (who died in the Uonfederate service), 
Robert (who died at the age of seven) anel Eelrnond 
(who died in bis second year). Henry N., as 
bE'fore lllE'ntiolH'll, waR the old('st, and waH matTied 
to Miss Eliza Price, by whom IlP bad foul' cLiJilren. 
He died in the military prison, at Alton, Ill., dur 
ing the Ci,il ,Val'. John J. was united in mar
riage, on January 5, 1637; to 1\1i88 Elizabeth 
(Taylor) \Yilson, by whom he haR had three chil 
dren. He erected a comfortable house on the 
land inherited from his fatber's estate, and re 
sided there with his bride for one year, then mov
ing to Johnson County, Ark., and settling near 
Olarksville, where he l'emained until 1862. Being 
conscripted in the Confederate service, he served 
off and on for about two years, deserting when
ever opportunity offered, as he was opposed to the 
principles of this side. After the capture of Dar 
danelle by the Federal troops Mr. Oook succeeded 
in escaping and entering the Union lines, and 
shortly afterward a troop of ConfederatE' soldiers 
started out in pursuit. They appeared at l\1r. 
Oook's hout-e, near Olarksville, and attempted to 
force hib wife to reveal his place of concealment, 
by threatening to dash out the brains of her one
week old babe, which she was DUl'bing in bed at 
the time. The heroic woman, who was almost too 
weak to fiit up, defied them to tbe teeth, and when 
one of the soldiers dragged the little child from its 
mother's arms, it WRS only then that her courage 
gave way and ~he begged them to span' its life 
and take her own, thanking Providence at the 
same time that her husband was safe. ~lr. Cook 
reacherl tbe Union lines and was given an escort to 
Little Rock, where he remained for ten days and 
then returned to Dardanelle and engaged in boat 
building for two mouths. He then started hOllie 

with the intention of taking his family to Little 
Rock, and on his arrival found that their child 
had died during his absence. He then gathered 
up his household effects and portable property and 
brought his wife to Spadl'a Bluff, a landing on the 
Arkansas River, intending to go by boat to Little 

Hock, but during the night a portion of Lis prop
erty was burned by Imshwbackers, and the balance 
only rmved upon the representation of two orphan 
girls, who had lived with Mr. Cook two years, by 
claiming that it was their own. They then changed 
their intentioll of going to Little Rock and went to 
Fort SmiLh iUotend, alld wlJile there were pur 
snadpd by a troop of Kan,.,a~ soldier,., to go to that 
~tate for refuge. However, he remained at Fort 
~mith a mouth and then went by boat to Little 
Rock, at which place he left his wife and returned 
to Spadra Bluff and found the two girls and the 
property they had savpd. He brought them to 
Little Hock, when:' they remClined until the latter 
part of November, I SOJ, and then moved to Ran
Jolph County, Ill., where he took charge of a farm 
belonging to IVII'. Gporge Thomason, also renting 
a small farm of his own. In tDe fall of 18G3 he 
returned to Arkansas, bringillg with him his wife, a 
few household goods (inclucli:og a cooking stove, 
which was the only one in the county) and a faith 
fnl dog. Upon bis arrival he homesteaded eighty 
acres of land adjoining the old homestead, which 
he improved and resided npon until J1)88, when 
he purchased from his brother's beirs tbe old 
homestead, consisting of 160 acres. He now OWllS 

altogether 280 aCI es and has placed 100 of this 
under cultivahon. ::\11'. Cook has three children 
living and four dE'cE'ased: Samuel L. (born Ftbru 
ary 1, I~67, died .June l-i, ISbl), Emeline (born 
February 8, 1~71), Betsy J anf' (born l\1a) 11, 
187:3), Nancy Ann (born Fpbruary ;), 1b76), l\Iary 
Jane (Lorn July 12, 185/, died in ISo?'), John J. 
(born March 1, Jb()2, died same year) and Henry 
N. (born April I~, 1~GO, died October G, 18()().) 

ThE' parents are mE'wbers of tbe :Missionary Bap
tist Church at Perryville, and Mr, Cook is greatly 
interested in religious and educational matters. 
He was elected to the legislaturE> on the Labor 
ticket, in 1'3':r7, and served to the satisfaction of 
his constituents and with dihtinction for himself. 
He was thE' author of the bill to repeal the game 
laws, whieh, however, was <lefeated. 1\lr. Cook is 
a member of Perryville lo(1ge No. 2:-3\ A. F .... \t: A. 
1\1., baving been illitiated in 1"'l~I. He is a pro 
gressive citizen and very popular, and i~ beld ill 
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the higllE'st esteem by C'very one with whom he 
associates. 

Dr. William Davis Hill Creasey. Both pro 
res8ionally and aR all enterprising agriculturist, 
Dr. Creasey enjoys wide and extended, as well as 
favorahle acqnaintance throngLout Perry County. 
Born in Sullivan Oonnty, East 'l'enn., NovembH 
20, 182-1-, he is the son of Pleasant and Eliza 'Y. 
(Hill) Creasey, both natives of Amherst County, 
Va., the father's birth occurring in 17E,S, and the 
mother's in 171)9. She died ill 181:)7, and her 
husband ill Perry County in 18()4-. There were 
sixteen children ill the family, of whom six are now 
living. William, the second chil<.l, spent his youth 
in Sullivan Connty, East Tenn., thm'e principally 
receiving his education. In 18·H, with his par€'nts, 
he removed to 'Terre Haute, Ind., wher€' they re 
sided ten years, during four years or which time 
William was engaged in hauling fruit to Chicago, 
and after that. was in businE'ss with his father 
shipping proauce to New Orh·ans. Oll November 
1, 18-10, he and his father in law, Russell R. 
l\1cBath, started for Perry County, Ark., where 
they arrived December 18, 184:9, and here the Doc
tor has since re~iJ.ed. His father, of Fr~nch and 
English descent, and a shoemaker by trade. came 
two years later, bringing his suppliei'l on a boat, 
and lauding at Perryville March 21, 1CS51, He 
waR one of the Virginia volunteers in the ,Yar of 
181~, under Capt. Doll, statioued at Norfolk, Va. 
Young Creaspy studied medicine under some of 
the lJebt phYRicians in Terre Haute, and in 188;-), 
at the request of his frieuds, he began practicing 
ill Perry County, anel soon became a leading 
physician, though he has not heen in act1Vi? prac 
tice for several years. In 1S;)() he was elpcted 
justicE' of the peace of Aplin Township, serving 
two terms. during which timi? he was as~ociate 

jn'3tiee with ,J ndge Price. Hi? has heAn surveyor of 
Perry County since 1 S()8, with the exception of one 
term, and is now acting ill that capacity. He took 
110 part in the Rphellion, but Rylllpathizpd with the 
ITllion canse. Dr. Creasey now has OSI acres, 10 
~ateu on Fourche 1a Fave RiVeT, comprising tirst 
and secolld hottom lands; there are ~U4: acrt'S, in 
the home farm, about 100 being under cultivation. 

ARKANSAS. 

on which are a fine orchard and good lmildings. 
HE' has raised on this farm as high as forty five 
lmsbels of wheat pE'l' acre, and cloveI' and timothy 
ir, large quantitio8. He takps a great interest in 
the progrf'ss of the county, and is a liberal snp 
porter of all public enterprises. Dpcember G, 
1'->43, Dr. Crl'asey married IVfiss Rutinia l\IcBath, 

a nativE' of Tennessee, who died in Pulaski Connty, 
Ark, J nne 26, 1863. She was the mother of five 
children, two of ",hom are living: Eliza (wire of 
Jacob Smyers) and \Yilliam A. May 10, IbG6, 
Dr. Creasey married Malinda (Price) Brandon, 
who was bOl'n in Sebastian County, Ark., in 18::39; 
they have two children living: Robert J. and ,y ill 
iam Edward. The Doctor has been intimately as 
l:Jociated with this county's affairs, and is justly 
entitled to the prominent recognition accorded him. 

John M. Crist. As one of the best-known 
farmers and storkmen in this county may be men
tioned JHr. Crist, who was born in PelTY County, 
Ind., October 22, 1853, son or James M. and 
Elizabeth (McFall) Crist. The father was also a 
native or the same State, and of German descent, 
his father coming from Germany to America dur 
ing the Revolution, and taking part in that event. 
James M. Orist came to Arkansas in 1836, but re
turned to Indiana in 1860 on a visit, and during 
his absence the \Var of the Rebellion broke out, 
which made it impossible for him to return borne. 
John 1\1. was reared and tI'ained to farm life, and 
spent the greater portion of bis boyhood days in 
Indiana, receiving his education at the Blooming
ton College, of Bloomington, Ohio. On Novem 
bel' 30, lE,70, he was united in mall'iage to Miss 
Josephine KEngelhoeffel', whose parents were 
among the earliest settlers of Central Arkansas. 
[The father's biography will be found in the history 
of Perry County. J She was the youngest of eleven 
chlldren in the family. 1'hree children were born 
to this marriage: Franklin (born November 2U, 
18bl, died in 1~b8), John Walter (born October 
22, 18'3-1,) and Agnes (born October 3, 1887). ]\1r. 
Crist had previously leaTned the carpenter' 6 trade 
and engaged on the steamer Maumelle, as Rhip' 8 

carpenter, running from Little Rock to Pine Bluff. 
He next went OD. board the Marling Spud, and 
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served in the same capacity for about eighteen F, serving two yean., as captain on account of tlw 
monthE>. His next venture was in lumber rafting diRability of the commissioned. officer of that l'ank. 
from the woods of the Fourche Valley to Little He also particIpated in the engagement at Brice's 
Rock, where he found a market for his lumber, and Cross Hoads. where he was woumlpd ill the right 
followed this business Bllcce"lsfully for thrt'e years. leg. he"!ides which he was in the battles of Harris 
In 188-4- he was nominated and elected couuty sur- burg and IVest PoiIlt, in Mis'3issippi, and many 
veyor, filling the office for two years with the skirmi."hes. At the closp of the war Mr. Doolt'y 
grt'atei:lt credit. He has made bis home on a farm settled. in De t)oto County, Miss., at Horn Lake, 
of 100 acres in Perry Township, whicb he pur and. married. Miss Anna Harris, who was born in 
chased in 1880, and has seventy five acres under Georgia, in ] S4..t, being the daughter of Hardy 
cultivation, with five good tenant houses, besides and Eliza (Jones) HRrris. Hhe became the mother 
his own comfortable dwelling. He has also erected of eight children, of whom \V ill] am H., Ph€'sillgton 
a steam cotton-gin, which he is operating success- V. and '\Y alter Th:1. are living. In 1i.,i)O ThI(1'. Dooley 
fully. and contemplates building another frame moved to Morrillton, Conway Oounty, Ark., and 
bouse. In the spring of 1888 be erected It shingle- in 1S84 to Aplin. He has 24J arres of lalld 011 

mill, and manufactul'pd that important building Fourche la Fave River, about 120 under cultiva 
article quite extensively, but sold that property in tion, forming one of tbe best farms in Perry Coun
1889. Mr. and ~Irs. Crist are members of the ty. In 1886 be was made a member of Aplin 
Missionary Baptist Oburch, of which the former is Lodge No, 444, A. F, & A. 1\1.; is also a member 
clerk and also superintendent of the Sund.ay- of the K. of H., and of the Methodist Episcopal 
school. He is anxious to see the rapid develop Ohurch, South. He is a Democrat politically, and. 
ment of Perry Oounty, and lends his valuable aid an enterprising, populal' and I?steemed citizen. 
to all enterprisl?s having that effect, and is one of vVilliam Harrison Georgp. In the farming af 
the most popular citizens of that county. Polit fairs of Casa Township and the community's gen
ically he is a Democrat. el'al advancement, IHr. George has borne a worthy 

Ellerslie L. Dooley wa"! born in lUaury County, part. He was born in Pickens Dibtrict, S. c., 
Tenn., November 8. 1843, and is a son of William June 2, 1838, the eighth child in the family of 
A. and Sarah (Joice) Dooley, natives of the same J esse and Oatherine (Stone) George, The father, 
county. The father, a farmer and trader, of Scotch- a farmer, and of English descent, was also born in 
Irish descent, was born in 1821, and died in 1878. South Carolina, in 17H8; hif> wife's birth OCCUlTing 
The mother was born in 1827, anti elied in Mem- in tht' same State, in 1R12; she died in November, 
phis, Tenn., in 1873. In this family there were 1882. In 1844. they moved from t)outh Carolina 
fifteen childrpn, nine of whom are now living, to Cherokee County, Ga., and re'3ided there till 
eight in Arkansas and one in Tennessee. Ellerslie. December 28, 1869. then starting with the family 
the eldest of the family, received his education at to Perry County, Ark., which locality was reached 
Jackson College, in Oolumbia, Maury C'nnnty, in J annary, 1&70. J esse George died July ;iO, 
Tenn., and after removing to Memphis with his ] 875, at the home of '\v illiam H. He was a son 
parents, soon entered the Confederate service in of Isaac and Martha George, likewise of Sonth 
the First Tennessee Regiment Oavalry nnder Capt. Carolina nativity, and father of fift'1en children. 
Baker, being wonnded at Rocky Hill Station by a seven now living: James, l\Iarmadnke, Sarah A., 
bullet through his left foot. He afterward joined Harriet, Thl(elinda 1\1., Lucinda anu ,yilliam Hal' 
tht' Forty eighth Tennessee Regiment Infantry, risoll. The subject of this sketch l'eceived his 
and was discharged before the battle at Oorinth, education in Oherokee Connty, Ga., and at the 
on account of disability. He was at the battle of age of twenty married Mary A. Edwards, of that 
Farmington, Miss., and waR plected first lieutenant count), daughter of Cleveland and N al'ciss (Brooks) t 
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died, though the mother still live'> there. They 
were of Irish cleRcent, the grandfather BrookR 
having been born in Ireland. lVIr~. Gf'orge die(l 
October 1, 1 S79, leaving seven children: J Ohll \Y., 
James A., Theodosia E. (wifE' of William Han
kin,,), :Melinda M. (wiff' of J uIius Jones), .Jessie 
C.. Florence E. and :L\Iarion J. D. In February, 
1880, lV'Ir. George married his second wife, Eliza
beth Smith, of Georgia, who was born about 1S-U). 
She is tb e mother of fi VE' children, four Iiving: N icll· 
olas 'Y., Elijah G., Mary Jane and Robert E. L. 
April] H, Il.{tj2, 1\1r. George enlisted in Company 
B, Thirty fourth RegimE'nt Georgia Volunteers of 
the uonfederatp army, and was immediately elected 
orderly-sergeant, heing in thE' battles of Vicks 
burg, with Bragg thl'ough Kentncky, and before 
and after Sherman on his march to the sea. He 
was taken prisoner at Vicksburg, exchanged and 
paroled, returning to his regi LUE'nt in ] 8n3; after 
wbich he took part in the battles of Missionary 
Ridge, New Hope Church and at Lookout Mount
ain, and many skirmishes. At the close of the 
war he returned to Georgia. and in 1870 came to 
Pf'rry County. 1\11'. George has beld the office of 
justice of the peacp for fourteen successive years 
in Ua~a Township. He bas always bE'en a Demo 
crat, and he and his wife arf' membf'1's of the Mis 
sionary Baptist Church. He is an Lonoreu citizen, 
and has a gOOG stock farm of 21] acrf'S, about 
E'ighty acres being under cultivation, which is well 
watered by living streams. 

Daniel Halcoru b, cloc;ely iupntifie<l with thE' 
fanning and kindrf'u interests of Perry Township, 
is a native of this Htate, having been borTl in 
Lawrence County, OctO\WT ] 2, 1k27. Hi1'> father, 
Wiliiam Halcomb, wa1'> born in Ohio, in 1~02, and 
parly accompanied his parf'nts to Lawrpnce Connty, 
Ark., uPing among the pioneers of that Rf'rtion; 
hf' maniec1 Joaunah Williams. who was horn in 
South Carolina, in 1807, and aied in the "pring of 
J~fn. 'Villiam died in Perry County. in 1860. 
The subject of this sketch wa"! of English descent, 
and tht> eldest of twelve ('hildren. He was reared 
and rE'ceived his education in BR.line Connty, Ark., 
amI at the age of seventeen lwgan working for 
himself as a farm hand, continuing thiH till the age 

of tW8nty six years, when he maniecl Mi"iS Caro· 
line Klillgelhofff'r, who was born in Germany, 
about HmO, and l1ied in Perry County, in 1879. 
She was the mother of f'ight children, three now 
living: William, John and Rosie J. lVIr. Halcomb 
was in sympathy with the Confecl81'ateR <luring the 
war, but hired a snhstitute instead of going bim
self. In politics he is a Df'1llocl'at. Mr. Halcomb 
came to Perry Oounty in 185-1-, and now has 160 
acres of land, about sixty aC'res being under culti 
vation. His grandfather WilliamR served through 
the Revolutionary 'Yar, and died in Lawrence 
Connty, Ark., his wife aeparting this life in Craw 
ford County. 

J. S. Hambright, also numbered among the 
popular and enterprising farmers and stock raisers 
of Perry County, was born in South Oarolina on 
May 25, 18-1-5, and is a sou of Abner and Sarah 
(Robinson) Hambright, the mother dying about 
the year 184~, and leaving three boys and two 
girls. The father married a second time, and this 
union added four more boys to the family. J. S. 
Hambright remained with his father until the year 
1867, and received a gooo English education, at 
tending both the fluhscription and public schools. 
At the outbreak of the war hf' enlistf'd in Company 
F, of the Sevf'nteenth South Carolina Infantry, 
and in the battle at Fort 8teadman, before Peters 
hurg, Va., was sf'vt'reIy wounded through the neck. 
He lay at thE' point of death in thp. hospital when 
the surrender was announced to him, and th8 agony 
of his wounds was increased uy the news of his 
lost cause. From the hospital he was taken to 
Washington, and lay in the hospital at that place 
until June 1..1, 1863, and on the 21st of that month 
he reachod home, where he remained until his 
marriage, in 1~()7, to 1\1i8:-, 1\1. C. Hardin. He 
th8n opened up a farm of his own, where be rE'sid 
en. with his bride until tbe fall of 11..,71, when he 
moved to Perry Connty, Ark., and bought 3] 7 
acres of land. He now has about ] 00 acres under 
cultivation, and has built a comfortable bome, 
barns and other necessaries, besides raising a fine 
orchard. Five children were born to 1\11'. Ham 
bright anll Lis wife: ·William B., Sarah E .. Fatha 
E., ,Josie E. and Elisha C. 1\1r. Hambright has t 
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been a school director for a number of years, ana 
takes great intel'e~t in all the affairs of hifl county. 
He is one of its most progressive men, and an or
nament to the community. He also has cbarge of 
the mail route from Darc1.anelle to Perryville. and 
owns the fel'l'Y boat at Petit Jean, over which the 
mail is carried. 1\Ir. Hambright is a Democrat in 
politics, and a strong supporter of that party. His 
wife is a member of the Baptist Church, and a 
devout Christian lady. 

John S. Harris has attained to substantial suc
cess as a planter and stockman of Perry County. 
Born in 'Woodford County. Ky.. on April 11. 1866, 
he is the son of John W. and Florida Ann (Neet) 
Harris. His education was obtained at the public 
schools of his native county, and principally in the 
town of Versailles. At the age of fourteen years he 
left school and went to work with his father upon 
the farm, and in 1881 removed with his parents to 
Perry County, Ark., where the elder Harris pur 
chased 320 acres of wild land, ana. the following 
year homesteaded 160 acres more, upon which he 
cleared fifty acres, built honses, barns, and made 
a great many improv€'ments. During the same 
year he erected a substantial dwelling on the first 
purchase, and by 18S5 he had cleared off and put 
under cultivation thirty acres more. He became 
a well known and popular citizen of Perry County, 
and on the occasion of his death, in September, 
1886, left a large circle of friends and acquaint
ances, as well as a wife and six children to mourn 
him. His son, John S., commenced farming for 
himself at the age of twenty years, on land rented 
from his father's estate, and in the first year put 
in a crop of forty five acres, consisting of cotton 
and corn, with the first named predominating. His 
crop has increased from year to year, and he now 
has sixty acres of cotton and twenty acres of corn 
under cultivation, the former averaging a bale to 
the acre, and corn going largely over. Mr. Harris 
iF! a steady -going, shrewd business man. and an 
expel'ienced farmer, and his work thus far has 
given the older farmers of that section to under 
stand that they must look well to their laurels,' or 
else be surpassed by their energetic young neigh 
bor. He became familiar with the breeding and 

raising of stock on the home farm in Kentucky, 
and he is now thinking seriomlly of entpring into 
that busines">, which, in his judgment, is much 
more profitable than his present occupation. III 
politics he is a Democrat, and in religiou" and 
social matters he takes an active part. 1\Ir. Harris 
is stiH a young man, and hi" future is a bright 
one. His intention is to make Perry County his 
permanent home. and the citizens of that place 
can congratulate themselves npon having him in 
their midst. 

David Herstein, by his own exertion"'!, has come 
to be one of the most enterprising and wide-awake 
merchants of Perryville. He was horn in Krakau, 
Austria, Jnly 22, 1830, and received hi.;;; education 
in the schools of his birthplace and Hungaria. 
He graduated in litprature ana theology, and at 
the time of departure from college had committed 
to meillory thirty two volumes of the Talmud. In 
1870 he left his native land with the intention of 
emigrating to America, but stopped over in London 
and while there learned the tl'adp of seal skin cut
ting. He next went into partnership with a Mr. 
Gerschmer, under the firm name of Gerschmer & 
Henstein, and continued in business for eighteen 
months, in which time he accumulated $10.000, 
and then clo'ied out his business. In August, 
]873, he landed in New York. and immediately 
engaged in his business of seal ski.n cutting. which 
proved to be a fail nre from a financial point, on 
account of the heavy competition that was being 
indulged in at that time in New York. In ,Janu 
ary, 1875. he went to Boston, l\lass., and was en 
gaged by Bennett, Bush & Co.. as fOTeman ill 
their seal skin department, at a salary of $1;)0 

per month. On the occasion of the Centennial 
Exhibition at Philadelphia, in 1<3,(1; hf> was com 
missioDed by thp firm to design a seal skin sacq1.1e 
which would take the premium over all comlwti 
tors. He did so, cutti ng out ana making up a 
seal skin ftacqne trimmed with Ru""ian sable. that 
was the cynosure of all eyes at the expositioD, and 
which captured the prize. In the lattpr part of 
1876 he came to Little Rock. Ark.. and ('om 
mencecl retailing dry goods and notions over the 
State. making Little Rock his headqnartel's. He 
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then moved to Perryville, in 1g7R, and established 
the firm of Herstein & Mondschein, dealel's in dry
goods, clothing, boots and sbop", groeeriPR and 
general supplies. Tbe firm carry a s81ect stock 
and hav8 estalJli"hed a large trade by their S(lual'e 
and honest methods of doing business. On July 
27, 1879, he was united in marriage to 1\Iiss Lena 
Lasker, of Oincinnati, Ohio, by whom he ha,:; had 
five chil{heu: Benjamin (born July 26, 1880, be 
iug th8' first J swish child born in Perry County), 
Bessie (born August 27, 18Ci2), Milton (born ,Jan
uary 6, 1b8J), Frankie Cleveland (born Feburary 
26, 1886), Samuel (born June 10, Es8D). 1\Ir. 
Herstein was made a Master Mason in Perryville 
Lodge No. 2:3~, A. F. & A. 1\'[., in ]885, and the 
following year was appointp <1 Senior 'Varden. serv
ing one term. At the annual meeting in 1'388 he 
was again elected Senior 'Varden, and served oue 
term, then re elected, and at present hoMs the 
office. He was one of the charter members of 
Lodge No. 3207, Knights of Honor, organized 
October g, 18'35, on which occasion he was elected 
treasnrer until January of the following year, and 
then elected Dictator, in J8'37 Past Dictator, anu 
in 188Ci Senior Past Dictator. He representeu his 
lodge at Hot iSprings, in ] ~"l\..j, when the Grand 
Lodge of the State convened at that point. Mr. 
Herstein is a progressive and liberal minded man, 
and one of the leading Rpirits in the affairs of bis 
county. He is always ready to tender his assist 
ance in any enterprise for the publiC' welfare, aud 
is held in high esteem by his fellow citizens. 

Dr. G. Thomas Holmes. There at'e those in 
every locality whose uprigbt and consistent career 
in 'various affairs has gained for them universal 
respect and esteem. Snch a one is Dr. Holmes, 
a native of North CaroHna, who was born Octobel' 
2R. 18;-W. Hit) parents were John ana Phadra 
(Perry) Holmp8, also of North Carolina, who in 
1~4:4- removpd to TennesRee, and from there to 
Perry County, Ark., in 1~;:'G, where 1\11'. Holmes 
died in ] I..j(H. He was of Englitih descent, bis 
father having been horn in England. His wife, 
who was of Scoteh <1escent, departed this life in 
] 859. The subject of this sketch, the tenth in a 
family of eleven children, spent his youth and 
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early manhood in Tennessee, and there received a 
common schuol education. His meDical learning 
was obtained under the instruction of Dr. L. D. 
Hill, of PelTY County, and since 18g0 he has prac
tire<l his profflssion with ability and SllCCeE>S. 

Coming to Perry County, in lR5(), he remained till 
the beginning of the war, whpn he entered the 
Oonfeclerate service in Company H, in the first 
r8giment ever organizecl in Arkamlas. He was 
first sergeant one year, and then ordnance ser 
geant till the close of the war, taking part in the 
Oak Hill (Mo.) fight, Pea Ridge (Ark.), Chicka 
mauga, with Johnston on his retreat to Atlanta, 
with Hood on his route to Nashville, in the fight 
at Franklin, Tenn., and also at Naghville, passing 
through hostilitif's without a wound. At the close 
of the war Dr. Holmes went to Dardanelle, Ark., 
being engaged in the drug business ti1l J873, when 
he returned to PelTY County, where he has since 
resided. In 1876 he was elected justice of the 
peace, fil1ing that office two years, and in 1878 was 
elected as reprE'sentative of Perry County ror one 
term. In ]8~2 he was elected State senator, serv
ing four years. In 1881 he was appointed PO:=3t 
master at Nimrod, which poc.;ition he still holds. 
He is a Democrat, having cast his first presiden
tial vote for Buchanan. He is a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Ohurch, South, anu his wife 
of the Presbyterian. The Doctor has 12G acres of 
land, about forty of it under cultivation. In De
cember, 1R01, he manied Miss Aurelia P. Craig, 
who was born in Mississippi, January 9, 1839. 
She died November 23, 1886. Tht>y had six chil
dren: Jesse L., Rufus D., -Walton M., Thomas A. 
(deceased), Lorenzo J. and Nettie A. In every 
position to which Dr. Holmes has been called he 
has manifested an earnt>stneflS and faithfulness to 
the interests of thosE' whom he HPl'vt?d, which have 
redounded to hi~ great credit. His public life has 
been untarllished, and he now richly merits the 
univerf:>al respect accorded him. 

H.ichard 1\1. Holmes. This enterprising farmer 
and blackRmith was born in Stp. GenE'vieve Coun
ty. Mo., 1\lay 30, 184-3, being a son of 'Yilliam 
J. and Margaret (Madden) Holmes, both natives 
of that county. The former, of Scotch-Irish de I 
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scent, first saw the light of day in 1818, and was 
one of the early settlers of Perry C0unty, Ark., 
whEn'e he died in 187+. His wife, born about 
182H, still lives with her son Richard. She is the 
mother of four children, all in Perry Oonnty, 
of whom the Rubject of this sketch if) t1H~ eldest. 
He was reared in this county to a farm exper 
ience, where he received his education in the sub 
scription schools, and when the war broke out he 
enlisted in Oompany H, Tenth Arkansas Infantry, 
serving till the surrender, in 1865. He took an act 
ive part in the battles of Shiloh and Port Hudson, 
and in many skirmishes. Returning home to his 
father's place in Perry Oounty (the father having 
in the meantime resided in Texas), ~1l'. Holmes 
remained until February 1:3, 187:3, when he mar 
riecl Miss Susan Burke, a native of Pontotoc Coun 
ty. Miss., born in 1852. She became the motbel' 
of four children, two living, Mol1ie and Maggie, 
and died November 9, 1881. Mr. Holmes bas 
163 acres of excellent land, about fifty acres of 
which are unoer cultivation. Some fifty acres of 
this land is in Aplin, where he resides. He has 
been a member of the Masonic order since 1860, 
and is a member of Aplin Lodge No. 4-4+. In 
politics he is a Democrat and for tLree years was 
deputy sheriff under Sheriff Oliver. He has been 
school director of Aplin for three years, and takes 
a great interest in the promotion of eoucation and 
other worthy affairs. His mother is a member of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 

Judge G. 1\1. Johnson, whose prominent con
nection with the agricultural affairs of Perry 
County has been of material benefit. dates his 
residence in Arkansa8 from 1CS70. He was born in 
Spencer County, Ind., 8eptember 30. 18-t-~, and is 
a son of Morris and Elizabeth (Martin) J ohmlOn, 
the frH'lller a son of Solomon Johnson, who moved 
from Delaware to Kentncky, and from there to In 
diana, in 1833, being among thE" first settlers of 
that State. Solomon Johnson was the father of 
IOUI' SOllS and one daughter, of whom Morris John 
son was the oldest, and was born April 2U, 180(), 
and died August 14, 18tl7, his wife preceding him 
in July, ISO;). Morris Johnson and his wife were 
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born in June, 18-14-, and was married to George 
Youngblood, of Warrick County, Ind., and died 
in ]88-1:, leaving two children). G. ~1. Johnson, 
the oldest child, spent his boyhood days princi 
pally in Indiana, and attended the public schools 
of that State. He was but nineteen years of age 
at the outbreak of the war, but enlisted in th e 
Twelfth Kentucky Cavalry, September 10, 1802, 
and served until September 7, 1865, being mus 
tered out at Louisville, Ky. Judge Johnson was 
present at the siege of Knoxville and with Sherman 
on the Atlanta campaign, after which event he 
went to Louisville and was remounted, being sent 
on the Saltville raid in Virginia, under Gen. 
Stoneman, and took part in the fights at J\Jarion 
(Va.),'iNytheville and several others. They then 
returned and raptured the city of Saltville, after 
which they marchea to 1\Iount Sterling and from 
thpre to Lexington. Ky. After being mustered out 
the Judge returned home, where he remained 
until April, 18G8, when be removed to Polk 
County, 1\10. He resided in that ('ounty two years, 
and then came to Conway County, Ark., where he 
lived four or five months, and then to Pope 
County until 1877. In August of _ that year he 
moved to Perry County, where he has resided ever 
since. Judge Johnson was married in Indiana to 
Miss :l\Iary Young in 1863. by whom he has had 
two children: 'William ~I. (born November 2*, 
186(), and died October 10, 1~76) and Samuel E. 
(born Mal'ch ]. 1868.) He lost his 'wife August 
16, 1870, and on January 3, U\71, he was married 
to Miss Ruth \Yomack, by whom he has had seven 
children: 1\larion A. (born April 1, 1872), Horace 
C. (born July 27, 1873), Sarah A (born October 
10, 1875, and died in 188-i), Evalina (born 1\farch 
1) 1878, and died October. 1880)..Jim 1\Iorris (born 
December 2G, 187H). Carrie (born August 22, ] S8~-3) 
and Viola (born December 2, lR83). '1'he Judge 
leases a fine farm of 270 acres all of it nnder cnI

tivatioTI. He is a Republican in politics, and in 
1g82 was elected county judge for one term. and 
four years previous held the office of justice of the 
pf'ace. He is also a member of the G. A. R. 

Jesse S. Jones, well and popularly known as a 
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was born in Hardeman County, Tenn., on Def'em 
bel' 21, 18:16. His parents were 'Yi1liam and Isa 
bella (Oain) Jones, both natives of the same State, 
the former being a brothel' of the famons 001. 
J ones, who took part in the JUt'1<..ican War. Ten 
children were born to this couple, of whom five are 
Rtillliving, four Ron" and one daughter: James T. (a 
highly respected farmer in Yell County), \Y infield 
S. (also a farmer and residing in Perry County), 
Andy (residing in Yell County), Nancy (wife of 
Alex. Leach. who resides in Yell Connty) and 
James S. (the latter being the eldest.) Jesse re 
mained with his father on the farm nntil almost 
sixteen years old, when he was engaged to carry 
the mail between Little Rock and Danville. He 
filled this position for two years, and then had 
charge of the mail route between Little Rock and 
Fort Smith for one year, after which he was em
ployed by a man named J. B. Howell, with whom 
be remained for a year, and then went to Califor
nia. He workea in the mines of that State for 
two years, del ving for the precious metal that had 
brought so many thousands to the coast, but like 
the majority he had to return with his hopes al 
most shattered. On his return he went to his old 
employer, Mr. Howell, and remained with him 
until] 8()2. and in that year was married to Cath
erine Howell, by whom he has had thirteen chil
dren, of whom only five are living: Martha B. 
(wife of Fate McGee), Mary E, (wife of Wade 
JoneR), CatherineL., James ,\V., FlorenceO. In 
November, ]86:-3, lUI'. Jones pnlisted in Company 
0, Third Arkansas Cavalry, and served until May, 
1865, when he was mustered out, performing his 
duties in a soldierly manner during that time. In 
point of wealth, he owns 320 acres of land, on 
Rocky Oypress Creek, of which 110 acres are under 
cultivation, with a good dwplling, stables and a 
fine peach orchard. In politics Mr. Jones votes 
the Republican ticket, and in ] 877 reprE'sented 
Perry County in the legislature. Previous to that 
he served two terms as county treasurer, and filled 
the office with thE' greatest credit to himself and 
party. He is also a member of the G. A. H .. and 
one of the foremost men in Pen), County. 

Jesse B. Lawson, familiar to the residents of 
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Perry County as a farmer, and postmaster of Esau 
Postoffice, is the son of Amos B. and Elizabeth 
(Helton) Lawsoll, natives of Georgia and Tennes
see, respectively. Th8 father waR born in 1790, 
and soon after his maniage moved to Tennessee, 
being one of the early settlers of that State, with 
Davy Crockett. About 1847 be went to MiRsis
f'ippi. where Jesse was horll February Us, ]8J9. 
Returning to Tennessee in 1\.{54-, be came to Perry 
County, giving attention to stock dealing and trad
ing; he was a cooper by tradE\ and brought the 
first iron axle wagon into this county. He took 
part in the 'Val' of 18] 2. and his father was killed 
in the Revolutionary ,yar. Jesse's mother was 
born about 1808, and died in PelTY County in 1873. 
She had three sons, but our subject, the eldest, is 
the only one living. He received his limited edu 
cation in the subscription schools of this county, 
liying with his mother till his marriage, in 11373, to 
Miss Agnes Klingelhoffpr, a native of Perry Coun 
ty, whose parents were born in Germany, but came 
here in 1833. Mr. Klingelhoffer was educated for 
a priest, but afterward denounced the faith. They

"
have one child, Robert. l\Ir. Lawson has been 
postmaster at Esau since 1880, when the office was 
established through h is efforts. He has run a ferry
boat across the Arkansas River since 1878, his 
farm and residence being located on the river bank. 
The last year of the war he was in the employ of 
the Government. running a fleet on the Arkansas 
River. Soon after hOf>tilities closed, he was eJect 
ed constable of Perry County. but did not serve, 
and about 18G8 wa!:l elected jnstice of the peace, 
also declining to fill this position. In 1882 he 
was elected connty assessor, aml served two yeaTA. 
He is a Democrat, and was a member of the Perry 
County HegnlatoJ's Roon after the war. His wife 
is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South. In ]8Gt) Mr. Lawson purchased 120 acres 
of land, and at the present time bas] ,050 af'res, 
all but 150 acres of whicb is on the Arkansas River, 
and about 300 acres under cultivation. In 1885 
h8 built a cotton gin, with all the late improve
ments, and gillS more cotton than any other pel'son 

in the county. He is one of the commnnity's ex t 
tenAive anel influential plante}'.. ......----.;p 
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J. A ~IcBath, the efficient circuit clerk and ex 
officio county clerk, is a nati ve of Perryville, Ark., 
and was born September ~), 1851. He iA a Bon of 
Russell and Malinda (11aylor) McBath, the father 
a nativf' of rrennessee, who was one of the pioneers 
of Perry County, and one of the first merchants in 
Perryville, where he a180 operated a grist and saw 
milL The father was one of the first postmasters 
of that same city, and residf'd there until 18G3, 
when he moved to Pulaski County. He was mar 
ried, in 1H-17, to Miss MalitHla Taylor, who was 
born in 1827, and this union gave them seven chi1 ~ 

drf'n, of whom four are sti1l living: ,,7 illiam, Lo 
rena, Luzetta and J. A. The latter was educated 
in the public schools of Penyville, and attained a 
proficiency in his studif>s that indicated a bright 
prominence in after life. In February, 1873, he 
was married to 1\1iss Ida \V. Priddy, of Texas, by 
whom he had fonr children: Claude D. (born No 
vember 7, 1874" died April, lR(5), E. L. (born in 
18(6), \Y. R. (born in 1S(9) and J. H. (born in 
1883. ) 1\IrR. Ida McBath departecl thiR life Feb 
ruary 17, ISS7. Mr. McBath is a memof>r of the. 
l\Iasonic fl'atf'rnity, and has been l\Iaster of his 
loclge at Perryville. Betwef>n the) ears of 1876 and 
1QS2 he was established in the drug business. and 
was also postmaster. Previous to that, in ]874, he 
wa5 elected county clerk serving two years; prior 
to this he served on the board of registration. 
He then retired from active political life until 
1SS2, when he was urg'ed by his many friends to 
stand as a candidate and did so, being again 
elected to the same office, which he has now held 
for five terms with the greatest crpdit. He is a 
Democrat in politics, having cast hiA first pl'esi ~ 
dential vote for Horace Greeley. Mrs. McBath 
was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
f:;outh, to which he also beloLlgs, and he is wen 
known as a liheral supporter of all worthy enter 
pnses. 

Matthew Marion l\IcCabe was born in Aplin 
Township, Perry County, Ark., August ~, 1Q3;), 
and by reason of his long residence here, enjoys 
unbounded acquaintance. His father and mother, 
J amee; and Minnie (J\Iassingill) ~lcCabe, came to 
this county with their parents, who were the very 
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first settlers of this county, when buffalo, bear and 
deer were plentiful. ,James, of Irish descent, was 
born in Illinois, and was a farmer by occnpation, 
his wife being of Tennessef' origin; she died about 
1S-I-3, and the father in 11.,-1-5. Thf're were flix 
children in the family, four now livillg: :Matthew, 
Sarah A. (wife of Edward \Yaue), Elizabeth (wife 
of William Edwards) and John Jasper. ~latthew 

received no education in youth, his parents baving 
died when he was yonng. He was raised by an 
uncle till l:lbout twt-'lve years old, when he went to 
work for himself a~ a farm hand at $+ a month. 
In October. 1863. he f>nlisted in Company C, Third 
Arkansas Cavalry, was engaged in Rkirmishing 
most of the time, and 1\1a) 2~, 1SG5, was dis 
charged. He now has 120 acres of land. which iR 
well watered, located on Cypress Creek; tLis is a 
good stock farm, and one of the best improved in 
the county. When he first bought it. there were 
ten acres cleared; there are now 120 acres under 
cultivation. M1'. 11cCabe is greatly interested in 
educating bis children, and i8 always active in the 
advancement of the county and community. In 
185G he married Sarah I. \Yade, of Perry Connty, 
who died in 186-1:, leaving three children : John 
·William, Hampton and Harah (wife of William P. 
Hubbard). In 1867 he married l\lary G. Ham
bright, of South Carolina, who died about 1SqO. 
If'aviDg five children: Green C., :lHary c. (wife of 
Sidney Robimwn). Jimmie, 1\larion J. ana 11a 
rinda. In January, 18t-:;2, .Martha Jane Scallions, 
of Tennessee, became his wife. They have four 
children: Benj amin, George \Y., Dimmie and 
Nancy Jane. 

John L. McCallly. This citizen is too well 
known throughout this community, as a promi 
nent plantf>r and stockman, to l'e omitted from the 
present volume. Born in Hillsboro, Orange Coun 
ty. N. C., February 8, 1 ~-I-o, he is a f,on of \rill 
iam and Cornelia (vVatson) l\IcCauly, hath natives 
of North Carolil.la, the former being of Iri~h de 
scent and mother of Scotch. The origin of 
the family on both sides antedates the Reyolution
ary \\'ar, although it is not definitely known 
whether or not auy of their forefathers took part 
in that event. John L. was the seventh child in 
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a family of eight born to his parents, five of whom 
livea to matul'ity. Charles, one of the Rons, was 
a soldier in the Civil 'Yal' and waA killed at the 
battle of Antietam while Aerving in Company G. 
of the Twenty seventh North Carolina Voluntef'T 
Infantry, If'aving a widow and thrf'f' children who 
are all re-Ri11i.ug 1n Orange Connty, N C. John L. 
was reared in Hillsboro and attentle-d the scboolA 
of Orange County. He remained at home nntil 
1~62, and in September of that year enERted in 
Oompany D, Thil'ty sixth North Carolina Artillery 
Volunteers, and took part in the hattIe of lUalvern 
Hill. Antietam, Fredel'icksburg. and Petpl'sburg. 
In 186-t: he was sent to the Stat~ of Georgia to join 
Gen. Bragg's command and participated in the 
defense of Savannah, going from there to Fort 
Fisher, where he was sevel'ely wounded and taken 
prisoner to Elmira, N. y" and detained at that 
place until March 2, 18f)5. He was then conveyed 
to Arkin's Landing, on the James River, and there 
paroled, after whiC'b he went to Richmond where 
he remained until April ~, and then to Appomat 
tox Court House in time to see Gen. Lee's army 
surrender to Gen. Grant. At the conclusion of 
the war he started to return home on foot, which 
he succeeded in rearhing after a long journey filled 
with hardships and perils, He was next engaged 
as fireman on the North Oarolina Central Railroad, 
and followed that employment until February, 
1808. March 13, he stm'te<1 out upon a tour of the 
country and travpled through some of the North
ern aod Western States. In the Spring of 11569 
he engaged passage on a steamer from St. Paul, 
J\linn., to St. Louis, 1\10., remaining ill the latter 
city a few days Rnc1 proceeding frolll there to Fort 
Leavenworth, Kan., where he hecame engaget1 with 
a party of capitalists in carrying freight across the 
plains to Denver, Col., his trip to that city con 
suming all the time between May and October of 
]scm. He slwnt the winter and th!? spring of the 
following year in 'Missouri upon his retnrn and 

then came to Johnson County, Ark., where he was 
engaged at various occupations until the following 
October, He then moved to Perry Connty and 
commenced fanning on lantllea!-)ed from Mr. P. O. 
Breeden, and has met with his best expectations 
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up to the presE'nt time. He first purchased forty 
acre~ of unimproy~d lana awl late!' on bought forty 
acres of improv\?d land, and now own.., altogether 
about 170 acres, wi til forty. two acres improved. 
Mr. McCaul) is a1..,0 engaged as steamboat agent 
which occupies ahout oue third of his tillle during 
the Yl'ar am.l brings him a ni('p l'!'wenne. He- was 
unitE-cl to lHisR J oSf>phiue Brown, a (langhU-'r of 
J ames and Catherine (Hatfipld) Brown who were 
among the earliest settlers of PelTY CountY1 com 
ing hE'l'E' from I{entnck) abont the year 1~3n, 
This happy nnion has given Mr. McCanly and his 
wife three children: Charles (horn January 26, 
1877), Cani8 (born J nne, If>7V, dieu when eight 
months old.) all/l John (born January 20, 18S6). 
~1r. McCauly is a IDember of Perryville Lodge No. 
238 [mel recei ved thl' lllastE'r' s degree in the fall of 
] 8S6. He has served the lodge in various capac 
ities, and feels competent to fill any position which 
he might bE' called upon to occupy. He is greatly 
interested :ill the progrf>s'3 of educa.tional, religious 
aud social matters, and firlllly believes in the power 
of railroads and. of manufactories to dew-lop a 
conntry. 

'Villiam Alexander 'McGhee is without doubt 
among the leading farmers of Casa Township, as 
these facts amply testify. He was born in \Vash
ington County, Tenn., on January 8, 1i-J35, his 
fathel" s birth occurring in the same county in 1805. 
He was a farmer of Dutch and Irish descent. and 
moved hom Tennessee to Alabama, thence to 
Georgia in 183·1. and in 1858 to Perry Oounty, 
Ark He died September 1, ]885. His wife was 
born in Greene Oounty, Tenn., and died in April, 
1 '.79, also in Perry County. She was the mother 
of fOUl'te€'n children. seven of whom are now 
living, four sons in Perry County: l\1alachi P., 
James K. P., Njcholas A. and our subject; and 
three daughters: J oRie E., Rebecca J. and l\Iary 
C, William Alexander, the thirJ of the family, 

was l'f'ared and l'E:'ceivec1 most of hi" education in 
AlalJama. At the age of twenty three he began 
life for himself, and at that time married Miss 
Anna Green, who was born in Alabama ill 18~5, 
They have had ten children, all living: John R., 
Martha Jane (wife of Green :McCabe), William 
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~I., George 'Y. ~I., Franci[:ol A., ~Iary 0., ~Iis

souri A., Serilda L., Ophelia F. E. anrl ,Tam08 N. 
A. In] 861 Mr. McGhee enlisted ill th0 Canfeel 
erate army in Company H, 'l\mth Arkansa..; In
fantry, and served afi corporal till l\fj;1, beiug in 
the battle of Port Hudson, wherE' he was wonndpd 
in the head with a flpent ball. He came to thih 
county in ] 838, amI purchased 108 acres of unim 
proved land. Thi~ has increasE'cl until hE' now has 
360 acres, of which 113 are under cultivation, 
watered by Grace CrE'ek, and forming an excellent 
stock farm. Mr. MeGhee i" a Democrat in poli 
tics, as were his father and grandfather before 
him. He cast his first presidential vote for Bu 
chanan. 

James W. Magie. ThE' farming and mercantile 
interests of the southwest part of this county are 
ably represented by Mr. :lUagie, who is located at 
Hollis, twenty five miles from the county seat. He 
is the son of Benjamin and Nancy Ann (Hickman) 
Magie. The former, of English descent, was born 
in Illinois, and at the age of sixteen left his par 
ents, who had removed to Ohio, and came to Saline 
County, Ark., where he married. HE're John 'V. 
was born, April] 3, 1b31. His father died in 1872, 
in Saline County; his wife, a native of Tennessf'e, 
departing this life in June, 1871. She was the 
mother of seven children, two of whom are now 
living: Davis and our subject. James iV. was 
reared in Saline County, but, as the war bruke out 
when be was about to attend school, he was de 
prived of an education. At the age of twenty one 
years he left home, and went to Texas, where he 
herded cattle for awhile, and thf'n wOl'ked on a 
farm. After nine months he returned to Saline 
County. In 1876 he removed to Perry County, 
and in 1882 opened a general store. Selling out 
in 1884:, he again'" ent to Texas, tanied there till 
Octuber of the same year, then returned again to 
Perry County, and in IbS3 embarked in the mer
cantile business at Hollis. He is still o('cupied in 
thifl branch of trade, and carrieR a stock worth 
$300. His first store was in .McCool rrownship. 
He has 160 acres of land, about sixty under culti 
vation. Mr. Magie has been a member of Aplin

j Lodge No. -14-1, A. F. & A. M., since 1~82. He is 

a Democrat and a good citizen, taking great inter 
est in promoting the welfare of the county. In 
September, 1S,/B, he married Miss Nancy 1\1. Adz, 
who was born in i'5aline County in 1834. They 
have had six childl'All, five of whom are living: 
Eth(,l J., ,Iohn 1\1'., Hhoda A., William M. and 
Hattir A. 

John H. JUnsRY. one of the extensive planters 
and stockmen of Perry County, was horn Novem 
bel' 8, 18-10, in Tipton County, Tenn., and is a son 
of James and Patsey (Miller) Massy, nativt-'s of the 
same State, of Irish and B-cotch descent, respect
ively. The parents settled in Yell County, Ark, 
where the father c1ipd when John was little less 
than a year old, and the mother followed him with 
in a month's time, leaving ,Iohn S. and the elder 
brother. Nathaniel A., to be provided for by John 
l\Iiller, a brother of the mother's. This protector 
died when John was twelve years old, and they 
were then taken charge of by another uncle, 
Joshua 1\1. Miller, with whom John remained until 
his twenty first year. In 18Bl he rented a tract 
of land and put iu a crop of cotton and corn, and 
after securing his crop in a safe place, he enlisted 
in Company B, of the Fifteenth Northwestern Ar
kansas Volunteer Infantry, and served until 18()3, 
taking part in the battles of Elkhorn or Pea Ridge, 
Corinth, Hatchie Bridge, besides a number of hot 
skirmishes and a battle on the retreat from Corinth. 
Then followed a number of other engagements, 
and on May 17, 1863, he was captured at Black 
HiveI' and taken prisoner to Indianapolis, where 
he was confined seven months and eleven days, then 
to Fort Delaware and kept between thl'ee and four 
months, and from there to Point Lookout, where 
hil'> prison experience ended, as he was paroled 
anel went to Hichmond, Va. He next joined thE:' 
Twenty-first Hegiment of Arkansas Volunteer 
Infantry, in which he served until the regiment was 
disbanded at JYlar~3hall, Tl:'x., about June r), 1~65. 
On the 10th of that month he returned home and 
resumed his farm work, and on July 2R, 18()(), was 
united in marriage to Miss Henrietta A. Huffaker, 
daughter of Cristy Huffaker, of Tennessee. In 
1870 lUI'. lUassy purchased ]:20 acres of unim 

proved land, which he commenced cultivating and t 
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resided upon until December, 1880, when he re
moved to PerryvillE' for the purpo8e of educating 
two children he was rearing: Edward L. and John 
\\r. Bowie, orphans of a marrieo. sister, Ellen O. 
Bowie. 1\Ir. and Mrs. Massy have had the carR of 
five orphan children: Sarah Prior (whom they 
took at the agE' of tLirteE'll aud carE'd for two 
yE'ars). Lewis Harrison (at the age of twelve year~), 
Thomas E. Holmes (whom tLE'y took at thE' agE' of 
fourteen) and the two above mentioneO., this worthy 
couple giving them a father and mother's care, and 
putting them in a good position in after life. Mr. 
Holmes Tose to an eminent position, and is now the 
mayor of Perryville. Mr. lUass)' now owns 123 
acrE'S of lano., and bas placed sixty acres under a 
high state of cultivation. HE' had 193 acres at one 
time, but sold seventy of these in 1885. In pol
itics he is a strong Democrat and a firm supporter 
of his party. In 1872 he wa"> elected to the office 
of justice of the peace. which position he held for 
eight years, and in 1884 was elected county as
sef'sor, serving four years. He was initiated into 
thp IHasonic fraternity in I SoU, in Perryville Louge 
No. 220, in which he took the third degree of 
Ancient Cra~t J\lasonry, and he also belongs to 
Aplin Lodge No. 444, at Aplin, Perry County. He 
has helo. the office of Junior and Senior Warden, 
and serves in the latter capacity at the present 
time. MI'. and J\1rs. .Massy are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and the for 
mer i8 stewaru of Plea~ant Grove Congregation. 
He is a liberal supporter of all rE'ligioub anu edu 
cational enterprises, and all illfluenbal as well as a 
valuable citizen to the community. 

Lemuel :Moody, ip. his connection with the 
affairs of this region, is popularly known, being 
deemed an efficient school teacher and scholar of 
Conway County. Born in the State of Mississippi, 
November :3, 1g()8, he is a son of Thomas and 
Frances (Autry) Moody, who were the parents of 
fonr sons and one daughter: Lemuel, William A. 
(born December 20, 1867), Almer J. (born Sep
tember :ZV, 1Hf)v), Edward (born January 25, 
IH70) amI Stella (born Odober 10, 187,c,). Lemuel 
came to the State of Arkansas with his father in 
1'-)69, and has resided here for about twenty years. 

HE' was educated at the public schools at Morrill 
ton, but being ambitious to Lave as good an edu 
cation as it was possible to obtaill, hI" applied 
himself studiously to th08e brancheH which were 
not taught in the schools he attendpll, ano. the 
conseqnence is, that, with his <luick perception 
and natural ability, he SOOl1 bad a ~tore of knowl 
euge that will now tit him for almoRL any position 
in life. He first commpncec1 tpaching school in 
Conway Oounty in the year 1883, where he re 
mained several years, and then taught in Perry 
Oounty, in the town of Dixie, nntil the summer of 
1.1)89, when he returned to Conway Oonnty, where 
he has continued since. Mr. :Moody is an intel· 
lectual man and an intf'resting conversationalist. 
He is a member of the Baptist Church, and is 
held in high esteem by thE' entire community. 

Alfred T. Moore. In this respected citizen 
Perry County has one of its most enterprising 
farmers and stockmen. He is a son of G. 'V. and 
Matilda (Bird) Moore, of rrennessee and Arkansas, 
respectively, the latter a daughter of Alfred H. 
Bird, one of the pioneer:3 of Independence County, 
whose father was a soldier in the Mexican War. 
The father and mother were united in marriage at 
the borne of the bride's parents in 1838, and of the 
seven children born to them, Alfred T. was the 
oldest, and was born July :-3, Ib39. George W., 
Jr., and Alfred T. are the only two children liv 
ing, the other five dying in infancy and early 
childhood. Alfred was educated at the subscrip
tion schools of his native State, and was trained to 
look upon farming as his future occupation in 
life. On December 21, 18S2, he was married to 
Miss ElizaLeth Ann Blythe, of PelTY Oounty, by 
whom he had four chil<1ren, two of them ypt living: 
Charity Bell (born October 24, 188:1 ), John Alfred 
(born Heptembtn' 17, 1885). During his life Mr. 
Moore has been a model of energy, indul'.try and 
enterprise, and now OWIlR about 120 acres of valu
able land, with some forty acres under cultivation. 
He was at one time a member of the Free ,rill 
Baptist Ohurch, but withdrew from that church iu 
188..1. In secret societies he is a member of Aplin 
Louge No. 444-, A. F. & A. M., at Aplin, Perry 
Oounty, Ark, and in social and commercial life, 
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he is a prominent figure and a leader. Mr. Moore 
is a good conversationalist and a man who has 
sound ideas upon any subject he cares to a(lYallce. 
He is held in high esteem by his fellow citizens, 
and his many good qualities have made him a 
favorite with every ant'. 

Philip ,Yo lUosby. of the sub;"tantial firm of 
Mosby 6: Smyers, general merchants at Aplin. is a 
nativE' of De Soto County, )liss.. having been Lorn 
September 1" If-,33, as the youngest son of Ben· 
jamin and Sarah (\Voodson) 1\1o~by. rrhe former. 
of Scotch-Irish descent. was horn near Richmond, 
Va., about 1820. moved to Tennessee in 1840, and 
in 1q5;) to Mississippi. He was a farmer and is 
now living with Philip. His wife was of French 
descent. her birth occurring in Richmond. Ya., in 
1 S18, and she died in De Soto County, 1\11ss., in 
1869. She was the mother of twelve childrt'n, of 
whom Robert 0., Mat 'Y., Dora E. and Philip 
'Y. are living. The subject of this sketch grew 
to manhood in Mississippi, and was educated in 
Hernanda, at the age of fifteen entering upon his 
career as clerk in the general store of Caffrey & 
Robertson, of Hernanda, when" he remained five 
years. Going thence to Love Station, he was sim 
ilady engaged for Danks. Love & Co" remaining 
three years. During his clerkship he attended 
school for a short time and also farmed one year. 
In 1881 l\Ir. "Mosby came to Perry County, Ark.. 
and located at Aplin, forming his present partner 
ship in October of that year. A good stock. val 
ued at about $::3,000, is carried. just such as meets 
the demands of the surrounding'" territory. and an 
extended patronage is accorded them. In 18tH 
1\11'. MOflby was appointed postmaster. which posi 
tion he fltill holds. In February. 1883. he mar 
ried 1\1iss Anna S. Solomon, a native of De Soto 
County, Miss., barD in 1860, and the daughter of 
Joseph H. and Emma E. (JayneI') 80lomon. They 
have had two children: Emma \r. and Minnie A. 
(deceased. ) J\1r. Mosby has been since ] 887 a 
mem bel' of Aplin Lodge. No. 4-tA, A. F. & A. M., 
and is now its l\laster. He is al~o a IDembel' of the 

j 
K. of H., joining in 1888. In politics he is a 
Democrat, having cast his first presidential vote 
for Tilden and Hendricks. Himself and wife are 

COUNTY. 

members of the Baptist Church. He is a good 
business man and well-to do. 

John E. Oliver, whose name though a terror to 
evil doers is Olie of the most popular among law-
abiding citizt'lls of Perry County, is the well known 
sheriff of that county, and is a son of '\v illiam and 
Mary (Hilton) Oliver. of Tpnnessee. He is aIle of 
six childl en in the family, and was borD March 13. 
1~[)~, in Carter County, Tenn.. and removed with 
hib parents to ,rashington Couuty, in the same 
State, 'shen he was still young. He here attended 
school during the winter months, and in the summer 
assisted on the farm, as well as learning the trade 
of brickmason. In 18,6 he was married to l\liss 
Haniet J. Young, of Tennessee, a daughter of 
\\ illiam an(l 1\1ary (Hendricks) Yonng, and the 
following year moved to Arkansas with his bride. 
1\11'. Oliver is a man of l'emarkable energy and de
termination, which traits are undoubtedly the secret 
of his successful carepr as sheri ff; but as an ill us
tration of this fact, it can be told that he came to 
PelTyville in 1879 with only $30 cash in his pocket. 
with which be purchased a tract of wild land, and 
now he owns about 880 acres, and has placed 330 
acres under cultivation. with a good frame dwpll 
ing, barns, and all necessaries to a nrst- class farm, 
well stocked with cattle and hogs, and nine gooJ 
tenant houses. In 1884 he was solicited by his 
many friends to run on the Independent ticket for 
sheriff, which he did, and waR elected to the posi 
tion which he is now filling with distinction for the 
third time. 1\11'. Oliver hung the first man in Per 
ry County, a murderer named J. 1\1. Armstrong, 
who was sentenced for the killing of Dr. T. S. Fer
guson. There were born to 1\11'. and Mrs. Oliver 
five children, of whom four are yet liYing: J\Iary 
Lena, Claude (deceased), Pearletta. Ralph, Ro~s 
(dpceased). Mr. Oliver's tirst \vife died in Octo
ber, ] Q8A, and he was again married on J Uile S, 
U')b7, his second wife being 1\1iss Alice Rowles, by 

whom he had one child, Rowles, born April 8, 
] b88. 1\Ir. Oliver is a member of Lodge N O. ~38. 
A. F. & A. 1\1., at Perryville. and also belongs to 
Lodge No.3, 2()'. Knights of Honor, at Perryville. 
,rhile working at his trade of brickmason and 

hrickmaker, 1111'. Oliver secured lhe contract :.~ 
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and built the present conrt house of Perry County, 
which is the only brick building in that evunty. 
III politics he is neutral, not favoring either party, 
and the same may be said of his religions faith, 
although he attends the Christian Church. He is 
a frieu<1 and SuppOl'tflr of all eutflrprifies that tend 
to promote the public weifuTe, and is lwhl in gl't'at 
respect by the entir8 connty. 

Edison Haywood Owen is a practicing physi 
clan awl surgeon of merit, having acquired an en 
viable reputation as such during his residence hme. 
He was born in Tippah County, Miss., August ~4, 
184:b, the fifth child of Larkin James and Pamelia 
Ann (Johnson) Owen, who were married in 1830. 
The father, of 'Welsh lipscent, was born in North 
Alabama in 1817; he hael been a farmer, but in 
later life practiced medicine, l'ebiding in Lincoln 
County, Ark., where he died September 13, Ib89. 
His wife was born in North Alabama in 1823, and 
died J nly 15, 1889. Both a1'e buried at Hickory 
Grove Ohurch, Lincoln County, Ark. Tbey were 
the parents of nine children, six now Iiving. Edi 
son was reared in what is now Lincoln County, 
receiving his education in Mississippi, and attend
ing college two years at Clinton, but, owing to 
poor health, he did not graduate. He received bis 
medical j'nstrnction in Lincoln CounLY, under Dr. 
Thomason, graduate of a medical college in New 
York, Dr. StanfielJ, graduate of Memphis (Tenn.) 
College, and Dr, Steward, a graduatf' of New 
Orleans Medical ColJege. Dr. Owen firot began 
practicing thirteen years ago, anli came to Perry 
County in June, 1"51:l2, where he bas since enjoyed 
a large anti lucrativ€' practice. He is also a min

ister of the Mi'6sionary Baptist Ohurch, baving 
been ordained in 1871, his credentials being on file 
in the county clerk's office of Lincoln Oonnty, 
Ark. Dr, Owen has bepn a lVlaster JUason fiince 
about 1"'73, having been madp a Mason in Mill 
Creek Lodge No. l//). He is now a member of 
Perryville Lodge No. 28'3. He is a Democrat, and 
is an honorary mernbpr of th€' Hermenian Society 
of :Mississippi Oollege. His wife is a member of 
the Baptist Church. In 187G he manied Miss 
l\Iary E. 1\lay, who was born in Tippah County, 
:l\1is8., in 1 b33, the daughter of James and Tabitha 

(Person) l\Iay. Dr. Owen has a farm of n3-i~ 

acres, mOfltly OIl the Arkanl';as River; of tu.i~ aLout 
1~)[) acres are in cnltivation. wbicb he rents. Hp 
has Hi0 acres in Ulevplanli County, also has a ~tore 
of general merchaIH1is8 and urugA, carrying a stock 
worth $l,O()O, wLicb he llHUlaW'S with hi~ wife's 
assistance. Hp lS Ct cultul"pd gentlplllall, nnel t'x 

heHH>ly popular in PPlTY 0I)Ullt)', 

Dr. J aIm E. Price, dl'nggi~t and phy~iciau, and 
resident of PelTY COUIlty. much esteemed for his 
substantial worth, was born in 'Y3.shiugtOIl County, 
Tenn., Sf'ptember 25, 18-+1. His father, Josepb 
D, Price, of English descent, and a son of Ben 
jamin Price, of Maryland, was bOln in Tennessee, 
in 1815, and is a brickmason Ly trade. He mar 
ried Elizabeth Young, and for a long time resided 
at Milligan, Carter County, Tenn., later making 
his home in \Yashington County, Tenn., where his 
wife died in 1852, In 1871 he removed to Carter 
Oounty, Tenn., and still lives there.. In this fam 
ily were eight children, of whom the subject of 
this sketch was next to thf' eldest. He was reared 
in hjs native county, wherE' hp received most of his 
education, and 81.1bsequently began the study of 
medicine there with Dr. Thomas T. Young. In 
1&68 he entered upon the practice of his vrofes 
sion, and in 1871 came to Perry County, Ark., 
where he soon became prominent, and now has a 
lucrative practice, a great part of which he was 
oLligeJ to give up on account of health. He served 
in the Union army about three years, and in 1 SiD 
malTled Miss Sabra E. Taylor, daugbter of Dr. O. 
C. Taylor. of Carter Oounty, Tpnn., where shp was 
born in 1b3~'. Slle died in l\Iarch, 1E:{71 , lea"\ ing 
one child, also now deceased. In 18i7 Mr. Price 
married Miss Rhoda J. Guerin, who was born in 
Perry County, in 1Q56, being the daughter of 
,yilliam and Elizabeth Guerin, early settlers of 
Perry County, both deceased. Dr. and Mrs. Price 
have oue child: Fay (born July 16, 1R7U). Tbe 
Doctor is a member of the Masonic order. He was 
appointed one of the county supervisors by Gov. 
Baxter, and has sel'veli a::; superintendent of public 
instruction and special probate judge, by virtue 
of the appointment of Gov. Garlanli. He is an in 
flueotial citizen and highly respected, his career 

,.. 
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during his location here having been marked by 
close application and earnest devotion to the inter 
ests of those among whom he has laborecl 'Vell 
qualified for the position to which he has been 
called, he is recognized as a man of worth and 
integrity. lie is a H.flpuLlican. and cast his first 
vote for Lincoln. Dr. and Mrs. Price ar8 both 
mem hers of the Christian Church. 

j 

J. L. Ragsdale. As, perhaps, thp principal 
dealer in general merchandise at Dixie, might bE' 
mentioned Mr. nagsoale, a son of Peter 1\1. and 
Sarah (Oowen) Ragsdale, who was born in Marshall 
Oounty, Ala., on October 23, ]8J0. The fathf>r 
waf' a native of South Oarolina, who moved to Ala 
bama about the year 1838 or 1840 and established 
a general merchandise business, besidps operating 
several saw and flour mills. He became a man of 
much influence and was high in the estimation of 
the people of that State, and was elected to several 
public offices of trust. His death occurred in 1883, 
his wife surviving him but three years. Edward 
Ragsdale, the father of Peter M., was a native of 
Virginia, where he was a wealthy planter, and the 
wife was born in South Carolina. They were the 
parents of pight children: El iza (born in 1833, who 
was married to Dan ,Yalker and who died in 188-1. 
leaving five childrE'n), John ,V. (born in 1H36, a 
prominent farmer in Marshall County, Ala.). Ma 
rinda (born in 1S38, wife of 1\1. t{. Kirkland, who 
resides in Oonway Oounty), Annie (born in ] ~40, 
and married to M. Andrews, of Missibsippi, where 
they resided until her death, in 1882, lea\ ing siA 
children), Edmund JH. (born in ]844:, who died in 
Missisoippi about the year 187B, leaving a wife and 
one child), J. L .. Franklin J. (born in ]848, and 
residing in Mississippi), PrestoIl O. (who was born 
in ] 1:)-1-2, is a well known merchant of Ragsdale, 
Ala., who was married to a Miss Alexander, by 
whom he haR had severa] children,) J. L. Rags 
dale was reared on a farm in l\Iarbhall Connty, 
Ala., and received his education in the suhscription 
schools of that place. He was only fiftf>eIl years 
of age when the Oivil 'Yar came OD, but he en 
listed in the then famous Griffin's Scouts, and 
sened till near the clORe of hostilities, taking part 
in the battles at Franklin, Nashville, under Forrest 
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in his raids, and a great number of skirmishes. 
He was severely wounded in a fight near HuntFl· 
ville, Ala., which laid him up for about eight 
weeks, and on anothE'l' occasion, while on the return 
march with Hood from his raids through Tennes
sep, he was taken sick and was unable to join bis 
commaud again until after the war wa<; OVE'r. He 
then resided with his father until l,)GG, when he 
was married to 1\liss Mary J. Brown, a daughter of 
Oalvin Brown, a well known steamboatman and 
merchant. In] 8G7 Mr. Ragsdale and his wife re 
movE'd to De t)oto County, Miss., where he en 
gaged in merchandising and farming nntil ]878. 
He soon had established his reputation in business 
and was growing wealthy wbE'n he lost everything 
he owned by the great floods of 1877. One year 
later he moved to 1\lorrillton. ATk., and again 
started in business, also opening up a first class 
hotel in the same place, where his family at pres
ent resides. In 1S\:\7 he came to Houston, Perry 
Connty, where he was engaged in the liquor busi 
ness for two years, and just lately he has again 
commenced merchandising at Dixie, where his 
stock, which is one of the best in Perry Oounty, 
will invoice about $30.000. 1\Ir. Ragsdale and his 
wife are the parents of three daughters: Sallie 
(an estimable young lady, wife of James Evans, 
a well known l'ailroad man), ,\,i11ie A. (born in 
1870, and married to Thomas Edmands, a commer
cial traveler fOl' the tobacco house of Grist, Olay
ton & Co .. in Virginia), Emma L. (born 1873. resid 
ing at home.) In politics Mr. Ragsdale is a Demo
crat, and a valuable man to that party. His wife 
Rna children are members of th.e Cumberland Pres 
byterian Church. .Mr. Ragsdale's efforts in build 
ing up and improving the county have been well ap
preciated by its citizpns. He is a widp·awake and 
enE'rgetic man, and one whose citizenship adds to 
the advantagpFi of a place. He it, a member of 
the Knigbt~ of Honor. 

,Terry M. Rags(lill, intimately identified with 
Huston Township as a farmer and citizen, was born 
in Perry County, Ark., February 7. ] '-l-!9. His par 
eIlts were J esse and Susan (Taylor) Ragsdill, na 

tives of TenneflRee and Indiana, respectively. The t 
father, also a farmer, of Irish descent, wa'3 among 
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the early settlers of this county, having COllW here 
in 18·W. and dying in October, 1~();). The mother 
is now 1iving in Texa<.;. They were married in 
184:2. There were eleven children in the family, 
five of whom survive: Jerry, James K., A. J., JORe 
phino and Katie, all residing in T\'xas except J 8ITY. 

The ~mbject of this sketch was the fonrth chiltl in 
this family, and owing to thC' breakillg ont of the 
war. received no education. At the age of eighteen 
yeal's, however, he began worl{ing on a fa1'1n by the 
month, continuing until about 1&8+, with good re
sults. In 1b7-i he went to Texas and remained till 
1879, returning then to Perry Connty. where he 
has ] 60 acres or land, inherited from bis maternal 
grandparents; this is located on Arkansas River, 
and about seventy acres of it are nnder cultivation, 
proving an excellent grain and stock farm, and 
having upon it good improvements. Mr. Ragsdill 
bas been living where he IJOW resides since] '385, 
there then being only sixteen acres of the land cul
tivated. In politics he is a Democrat, having cast 
his first presidential vote for Horace Greeley. 
Though he belipves in the Christian religion he is 
not a member of any church. His wife belongs to 
the Advent Church, October 26, J \.584-, he marripd 
:Mr<;. SUf'lan Brazil, a widow, with two sons: 1\1:o1'ris 
P. and Deadalice. She was the uaughter of 1\lorris 
and KatiE' Borring, who came to Perry County in 
1~58, from Alabama. 'rhey have bad thrE'e chil 
drpn; two are now living: Nellie Janp all(l James 
GrovE'r. Mr. Ragsdill's father served in the FE'd· 
eral army (luring the war, in Company C, Third 
Arkansas Rpgiment, for eighteell months as corpo 

ral and orderly sergeant. 
G. 1\1. Rankin, whose rellliniscenc('s form one 

of th,,' interesting portions of Arkansas history, 
came to tbis State in 1S3/. The only other settler 
in that section at that period was He7.ekiah J en
kim;, who Iived at Red Fprry, neal' the mouth of 
the Fourche. This man remained in that part of 
the country until the outbreak of war, when a dif 
ference of opinion lea to his death, he being called 
to his (1001' one night and shot down. J edediah 
Rankin, the father of n. 1H., moved to Perry 
County in 1R32. Hbortly after the arrival of the 

Hankins, other settlerR commenced to arrivE', the 

r 

next onE' being Robert Cook, who located about 
threA milE'R from Re(l Ferry, and thell came John 
G-reathouse, Hohert nankin, who settlE'u at a point 
southwest of Perryville, ,John and Thomas Mc 
Uab8 and Dave Bland, who located on the north 
sid8 of tL8 Fourche, the widow Hanwell and hE'1' 
hrothpl', who liveJ on what is now thp Rising 
placE', and the- present site- of Perryville wa"! firRt 
occupied by a settler named Klingelhoefel'. That 
portion of thE' Fourche llear the forb, was rapidly 
filled up. some of the first spttlers being the Bow 
ers, Lackeys. ,yilliams, Aplins and Wades, and a 
few miles above was where old ,yilliam Houston 
located. The first boat that ever plied up and 
down the river was a primitive affair, callpJ the 
"Inspector," which had a capacity of twenty five 
bales of cotton, besides a few barrels of whisky, it 
bE'ing currently reported at that time that the lat
ter commodity never paid any revenue; howevE'r, 
that was something that troubled the settlers but 
very little. The first court of justice ever held in 
Perry County was presided over by Judge Claud 
man, and (he most notable case bl'onght to trial at 
that period was that of a man named LiYely for 
the mnrder of a fellow being named McCool. The 
case dragged along for several years, and was 
finally settled hy the defendant being killed while 
under guard. The court was held in an old log
cabin, about sixteen feet square, and the grand 
jl1l';' heM its session in the bnshes a few feet away. 
The clerk, sheriff and connty judge was John Ris
ing, who filled all threE' offices for fonrteen years. 
The first saw mill evE'!' put up was one erected by 
a man namE'd l\Iadden, near the forks of tIw 
Fourche, and was operated by water power. It 
was not until 1878 that a steam mill was built, 
when one was operated by Rankins ...'v, Bland. 
The county seat of Perry County was first located, 
it is believed, by a man named l\IcCain, although 
the authorities on that point are not, certain. G. 
M. Rankin wu-, born within one half mile of the 
famons Guilford Court Honse, in Guilford County, 
N. u., Angm,t J, 1821. and is a son of Jedediah 
RaIJkin, of that State, who was pressed into serv
ice as a wagoner during the ,\'ar of 1'3] 2. The 
grandfather, Robert Rankin, was a Revolutionary 

t 
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soldier, and took part in the hattIe of Guilford 
Court House. He had just served out his time in 
the regular army and had returneu home, wben the 
figbt occurred, after which he piloted Gen. Greene 
eighteen miles through the couutry, and was then 
cliRmissel1. J edecliah Rankin and his wife ,vere 
the parent" of five- children, of whom two died 
when very young. The oldest, Catht'rine, was horn 
in 1R]:2, and marriE'd a man named Kidd, now re 
siding in Texas. The next was Polly Arm, who 
married a Capt. ,yilson, of Arkansas, in which 
State she c1ied in 1863; and G. 1\1. Rankin, who, 
after hiR mother's death, in ]827, lived with all 
uncle named Robert Rankin, until 183'1, when he 
moved to Arkansas, and joined his father, who had 
preceded him about five years. He resided witb 
his father until his marriage, and then made a 
home of bis own, when the elder Rankin came to 
li\'e with them until his death, in 1562, at the age 
of seventy nine years, his wife dying in 1882, at 
the age of eighty one years. The mother's ratber 
was a cousin of Hugh \Vhite, a once noted con 
gressmen of Arkansas, and her grandfather fought 
under Gen. Jackson, in the battle of New Orleans. 
Tbe marriage of G. 1\1. Rankin, whicb occurred on 
December 28, 18-11, was with Miss Elizabeth J. 
Alexander, a daughter of John Alexander, one of 
the survivors of the battle at ,Yhite Plains, in 1812, 
wbo was captured by the enemy at that time, but 
made his escape by swimming the Maumee River. 
Fourteen children were born to 1\11'. Rankin and 
his wife, of whom S8yen are yet living: Robert N. 
(born June 10, 184:4, killed at Corinth, in 1 '363), 
'Yash. (born September 15, 184-6, who livE'S in 
Perryville), Rebecea (born in 18-i-"I, but died while 
an infant), W. H. B. (born in 18..H), now a mer
chant in Perryville), Polly AIm (born April, 1831, 
died January, 18(3), Catherine (borll April, 1853, 
wire of John Bland, of Perryville), John Rankin 
(born April, 183o, died December, ] M80), Isabella 
(born 1807, died January, ]877), Henry (born in 
1859), Lousetta (born December 23, I 'SGI, wife of 
George Bland, residing in California), Edlllunu 
born December 26, 186-i, died in Texas, in ] qbG j, 
Betsey J. (born l\Iarch, 1867, wife of E. B. Rorey, 
residing in Perry County), l\Iadison M. (born 1\Iarch 

3, 1 q69. ) Mr. Rankin served several months 
througL the war, and fought under Gen. l\Iarrua 
dnke. He took part in a 11umber of battles and 
:=,kirmishes, but was neyer wounded, and even after 
returning to hi., home, was shot at over twenty 
tilllf'S by his enemies, but always escalJPd without 
a scratch. He lost everything he possessed during 
the war, excepting his land, but being a man of 
energy and lletel'mination, he slowly came back 
into prosperity, and now owns about 1,0-i-O acres 
of land, having some 123 acres under a high state 
of cultivation, with a good dwelling. outbuildings, 
and a number of tenant bonses, besides three wells 
and a splendid orchard. In politics he is a Dem
ocrat, and in religion he attends the Methodist 
Church, with his wife. 1\11'. Rankin served all the 
first grand jury in Perry County, and bas served 
once a year ever since, until late years, which his 
advanced age will not admit of his doing. 

,Yo G. Rankin. a prominent stock dealer resid 
ing in Perryville, is a son of Robert Rankin and 
Frances (Hogan) Rankin. of Tennesbee and Gear 
gia, respectively, the former a son of George Ran
kin, of Guilford County, N. c.. and the latter a 
daughter of Edmund and Jane Hogan, it being 
snid that Edmund Hogan was the first white man 
who ever cut a piece of timber in Little Rock, he 
having arrived there in 1817. He was a colonel in 
the War of 1812, and took part in the battle of 
New Orleans. Among the early settlers associated 
with 1\11'. Hogan were the Rankin, Pyatte, Kellogg 
and Carnahan ramilies. George Rankin and his 
son, Robert, in company witb several others, trav 
eled up the Arkansas RiYer as far as Cane Hill, 
'Yashington County, looking for a suitable loca
tion, but finally returned to Little Rock. and 
shortly afterward settled on the 1\Iaumelle River. 
about fourteen miles southeast of Perryville, 
where he resided until his death. His wife died 
in 1'>0q, a few years after his rlecease. Edmund 
Hogan resided in Little Rock until within a few 
years of his death, in 1836. He was a candidate 
for election to the first legislature, but was killed 
by his political opponent. The bodies of himself. 
wife and son were first interred where the State 
house now stands, and it has only been a few years 
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since the coffinf'> were exhumed. Robert Rankin 
moved with hi~ father to the settlement on Mau 

melle River, when> he entered eighty acre~ of land, 
while Edmund Hogan entered the land upon which 
Little Hock now AtanaR. Rolwrt wa,; married 
when quite young, being only twenty two J ears old 
on that occasion. He sold fOlty aere<:; of land 
which he had PH'" iow.,ly entered, awl entered 1~() 

acre~ more in the neigh borhood of his eig11 ty acres 
npon which he made his home and resided until 
his death, in tllP fall of 1CS63, being murdered by a 
bushwhacker. His wife lived five years afterward 
and followed him to the gravf'). \Y. G. Hankin 
was born J\Iarch 2, 1~30, in what is now Faulkner 
COUllty, and received all the advantages to be 
derived from the schools of that period. He 
remained at hom€' and worked on the farm with his 
father until March, 1532, when he was married to 
Miss Parmelia Ellsberry, by whom he has had 
three children: C. C. (who resides in Perryville), 
Edmund H. (also of Perryville) and J\Iargaret 
(wife of Robert Long, who resides eight miles 
from that town). Mr. Rankin lost his wife on 
November 7, 1~()8, and in Novemher, 1871, he was 
again marriec1, his second wife being Miss Julia 
Bagly, by whom he bad onE' child: Mary Jose 
phinE'. This wife died in 1Q7R, and about one 
year and lline months later 1\11'. Rankin married 
Mrs. JUissouri Bruzeale, by whom he has had two 
children: Egbert an.d Quinlen. After hi" first mar 
riage he hought forty acres of land and entered 
100 acres more eight miles east of Perryville, 
where he resiued from 1S33 to 1~7(), and then 
moved to Perryville, where he has lived ever f,ince. 
During the \\ a1' he enli"ted in the army, lmt after 
three months' service, the long marches, exposure 
aud hard life of a soldier affected his health, and 
he wa~ forced to return borne and hire a snb~titute 
to fill his place for the remainder of the war. J\Ir. 
Rankin haf, made industry and good management 
accnmulate a comfortable amount of property. 
He owns lawl ea~t of Block 1~ in the town of 
Perryville, also forty acres just across the river 
with twenti aen's uwlel' cultivation. beRides having 
a half interC'st in 215 acres ten miles down the 
Fourche; of which twenty five acres are under cuI 

tivation. He is a memher of the Masonic order 
and hf?longs to the Perryvill(-, lodge. In politics 
he is a Dtlmocrat, and has always voted that ticket. 
He is Olle of the ohllandmarks of the connty, and 
any history of the State of Arkansas would be 
iucolllplete without hie; name. B("sides himself, 
l\1r. Halllcill has two brothers and onE' sister still 
living: Edmulld H. (rpsiding in Perry C01111ty on 
the old homestead), Charles (residing three miles 
south of Perryville) and Martha (now th(-' wife of 
Willis Y. RusHell, living ill Effingham COUllty, Ill. 

Edmond H. Rankin. The name of Rankin is a 
familiar one throughout Central Arkansas, the fore
fathers of that family having been among the ear 
liest settlers of the State. I:rhe parents of Edmond 
were RoLert and Frances (Hogan} Rankin, of Irish 
and English descent and born in North Carolina 
and Virginia, respectively. The paternal gl'f>at
grandfather came to America before the Revolu 
tionary '1'aI', and the grandfather was on his way 
to join the Colonial forces shortl) before the battle 
of GuilfOl d Court House, in North Carolina, while 
the maternal great grandfather fought in the bat
tle of New Orleans. Robert Rankin came to Lit 
tle Rock when there were but four or five houses 
in that place, and his father cleared the first land 
in that vicinity. rrhey were the parents of twelve 
children, of whom Edmond was the fifth, and was 
born l\Iarch 1, 1837, ill Perry County. Edmond 
attended the subscription 8('hools of that county 
and was instrnctpd in the duties of farm life by his 
father, an occupation that he has successfully fol 
lowed ever since. He hegan business for himself 
when twenty two yem's old by renting land, and 
farmed it for two years. In 1839 he took up 120 
acres of Government land under the graduation 
act, paying ]2~ cents per acre, and cultivated the 
soil until the outbreak of the war, and in the early 
part of June, If>G2, enlisted in Company B, Col. 
,Tollm;on's Volnnteer Regiment Infantry. lUr. Ran 
kin was absent from most of the engagements par
ticipated in by this regiment owing to siclme~s, but' 
Look part in the skirmish at J E'nkinb' FelTY in the 
fall of ] 8G-t. He remained with the army until its 

snrrender at Appomattox Court House, and then 
l't'turnetl home. Pr(-'viou8 to that, after the battle 

t 
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of Helena, he was granted a furlough of twenty 
days, and returned home, where he was married to 
:Miss Nancy Jane Spears. U pan hearing of this 
event his superiors complimented him with an ex 
tension of his furlough, and January 23, IH()3, he 
rE"joined his command at Little Rock. After the 
'war was over he removed, with his bride, to the 
land he had purchased in 1~3\), and commenced 
cutting the timber and making a home. He was 
also engaged in rafting to Little Rock, at which 
place he found a ready market fat' his logs. For 
twelve years Mr. Rankin followed this occupation 
in connection with his farm, and in lS69 he bought 
the interest of five heirs in a tract of 120 acres, of 
which :fifteen acres were under cultivation, and 
upon it a double log house, a smoke-house and sta
bles. He moved upon that land in the same year, 
and now owns 326 acres, with 230 acres under cuI 
tivation, besides owning two other tracts of sixty 
and eighty ael'es, respectively. He has, up to the 
present time, built a good dwelling, eight tenant 
houses. four box and four log houses, besides own 
ing a large number of cattle, horses and hogs. Ten 
children were born to )Ur. and 1.\lrs. Rankin, of 
whom nine are yet living: George 'V., Andrew fT., 
Henry Clay, FTances Jane, Charles 0., Edmond 
F., Laura Alice, Julian E. and ,\Villiam A. The 
children have all been well educated and are well 
qualified to takt'l their own part in the struggle 
against the world. 1.\1r. and Mrs. Rankin are 
members of the }\lissionary Baptist Church, and 
take an active part in the development and progress 
of religious and educational matters. Outsiae of 
his farming interests )\[1'. Rankin operates a steam 
saw and grist-mill and a cotton-gin, which are 
among the best in the county.' He belongs to 
Perryville Lodge No. 238, A. F. & A. M. 

j 

,Yilliam H. Rankin, one of the leaoing mer
chants and a popular resident of Perryville, is a 
son of George 1\1. and ,1 ane (Alexander) Rankin, 
and was born in Perry Oounty, }\la1'c1 J, 18;)0. 
He was reared on his father's farm, and educated 
at the subscription schools of his birthplace, until 
his eighteenth year, when he commenced farming 
for himself, on land rented from his father. He 
continued in that occupation until 1872, when he 

1~ 

commenced rafting logs to Little Rock, which 
business he con<lucted succe~sfully until the fol 
lowing year, aml then pmharked ill mercantile life 
with 1\11'. John Bland, who was abo his pal'tn8! in 
the rafting venture. In 1877 he erected what is 
known as the Perryville saw and grist mill, in 
connection with a cotton gin. and in 1g80 601<.1 
out his interest in these industries. 1.\Ir. Bland 
has been associated with 1\11'. Rankin in all of his 
enterprises, and the firm of Rankin & Bland are 
llOW building a steampl' at their docks, on the 
Fourche, near Perryville. for Fourche la Faye and 
Arkansas River navigation. to Le u~ed in both pas 
senger and freight service. The :firm deal largely 
in farm and wild lands. in connection with thei r 
illPl'chandising, and also handle warrants, notes, 
etc. On February 7, 1873, Mr. Rankin led to the 
altar 1.\Iiss Mollie E. SwaggeTty, a belle of Georgia, 
and a daughter of Dr. Gandison and Nancy (Den
man) Swaggerty, of Tennesspe and Georgia. re
spectivE-Ir. who moved to Arkansas about the year 
1854. This union ga ye them four children: Hallie 
(born February 17, 1876), Sibyl (born December 
30, 18(9), Fay (born Noyember 29, 188:3), and Joe 
(born January 27, 11386). In politics he is a Dem
ocrat, and was elected on that ticket to the office of 
sheriff, in 18~2, which position he filled in a cred
itable manner to himself and to the satisfaction of 
those who supported ,him. He is a member of 
Perryville Lodge No. 23S, A. F. &, A. 1.\1., aDd ,\>;:as 

first initiated in 1872. HE' has been and is }\laster 
of his lodge at the present timf'. and has rp.pre 
sented the same at the Graml Lodge all several 
occasions. 

James K. Reeder, in connection with agricult
ural anll stock raising affairs. hereabouts, has 1'e 
sided in Perry Oounty for the past ten years. 'Suf 
ficient time to render him well known. He was 
born October 20, Ib28, in Carroll County, Tenn.. 
and is a son of John K. and Elizabeth (Harris) 
Reeder, who were the parents of four childrt'n: 
James K. and Thomas R. (twins), Ephraim R. 
and a sister who died four days after her birth. 
Ephraim was killed at Richlliond ouring the war, 
and James and Thomas are the only two living. 
ThE' father died in ] g3-l, when James was but 
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seven years old, and the mother followed Lim ten 
YE'al'S latE-t'o At tWE'uty onEl year~ of age James 
was engaged by -William HarlE-y, a wealthy Mis
sissippian, to oversee hiA plantation in that State. 
He remained with him two years and then returned 
to Tennessee, where he married, February 5, 1SGO, 
Miss Ruthie Ross, daughter of Samuel Ross of that 
State. Foul' chihlren were born to this marriage, 
of whom two are still living: Ephraim T. (who re 
sides in Peny County) and Sarah E. (wife of P. 
vVesthook, living at Beebe, Ark.) 1\11'. Reel..ler lost 
his first wife and was married a second time, the 
next wife bE'ing a charming widow lady by the 
name of Smith, 1y whom he had five children, all 
living but one: 'Villiam 1\1. (re~iding in Faulkner 
County), Joseph R. (of Perry County), James E. 
(Perry Oounty), Judith C. (wife of :l\Iartin 1\1068, re 
siding in Faulkner Oounty), Martha S. (deceased.) 
lUI'. Reeder was again saddened by the loss of his 
second wife, in 1870, but on February 20, 1872, was 
married to Miss Mary E. Bradley, by whom he has 
had eight children: Henry A., George A., Columblls 
F., Newton C., Nathan B., Mary F., Eva A. and 
Harriet E. During the war :Mr. Heedel' enlisted 
in Oompany I, Fourth Arkansas Infantry, undpr 
Gen. McOrea, and took part in the battles at 
Prairie Grove, Helena and the hot engagement on 
OafJh River. At the evacuation of Little Rock he 
was taken very ill, and tLinking that liiR days were 
numbered. amI prpfening to die surrounded by 
wife and children rather than hy the panoply of 
war, he made his escape and returneu home. In 
two montbs he recovpred and went back to Little 
Rock, where he was mastered in on DecE'mber IB, 
186B, becoming a member of Company G, Third 
Arkansas, in which he sprved until the surrender 
in 1~f)5. He took part in a great many hattles 
but was never s(Jriou"lly wounded, except on one 
occa..,ion when he was station('d at LouiHbnrg and 

was sent to round np a nurnbr>f of horst'S, one of 
them kicking him very badly. He fin,t came to 
Arkansas in 18()O, and in 1'101 settled with his 

family in Oonway County. After the war he 
moved to the forks of the Cadron, wben~ he 
bought IGO acres of land and reo-.ided twelve or 

thirtepn years, and then moved to Perry County, 

,. 

whE'rE' LI::' bonght 200 acres of improved land. 
Since then he has f'-.old Sallie or the land to his 
boys and has now only llinety acres, with a com 
fortable dwelling, stabll::'s and a tine orchard. In 
religion he and his wife are members of the Bap
tist Ohurch, bnt in politics he ~i<1e"l with no par
ticular party, preferring to cast his vote for the 
man he thinks most entitled to the office. He is 
also a member of the Masonic fraternity and the 
G. A. R., and no man is more intf'l'ested than he 
in the welfare and advancement of his county. 

John -William Rison (deceased). No name is 
remembered with greater respect by the people of 
Perry Oounty than that of John 'Y. Rison, who, 
as lawyer and merchant, attained just l'ecognition. 
He was born in Amelia County, Va., April 21, 
1820, and died J nne 1U, 1886, in Perryville, aftpr 
a useful and well spent lifE'. Peter aud Sally B. 
(Booker) Rison, his parents, were of Virginia na· 
ti'Vity, where they died. The family came of French 
origin, Peter's father having been born in France; 
and he emigrated to the United States with LaFay 
ette. Mrs. Sally B. Rison was a relative of Gov. 
Bibb, of ViI ginia, J obn was the seconu child of 
three who grew to maturity. He received his edu
cation at 'Yilliam and 1\fary College, in Virginia, 
and from that State moved to :Missouri, where he 
l'esided two years, in 1EAJ cOllling to Perr} County, 
of which he was one or thp early settlers. He \\ as 
county clel'k of this county for eighteen years, and 
was twice sent to the State legislature, where he 
served in a ('apable mannE'r. He practiced law in 
the first courts of th8 connty, and for twenty years 
was the only truly educated man hel'e. Formerly 
a Whig be later became a DemoCl'at in politics. 
He was a Boyal AlCh Mason and Knight Templar, 
and during the war was enrolling officer, sympa 
thiziBg with the Confederat(l cause. He wa,> a 
memht>r or thfCl Mf?thodiflt Episcopal Church, South. 
In Hs.t;3 Mr. Rison married Harriet C. Clifton, born 
in -Wilsoll County, Tenn., Octobpr 4, 1822. She 
waH the daughter of William and Martha (Tucker) 
Clifton, of North and South Carolina, respectivel;', 
who", ere early settlers in Arkansas, dying in Pu

laski County. Only two of this family of eleven t 
are living: Harriet and Joshua. In Mr. Rison's 
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family were eight children, six now Ii ving: Harriet 
A. (wife of ,Yilliam Timmons), Elizaueth (wife of 
James A. Fones), Richard E., Aluert, Sally B. 
(wife of Joseph N. Belcher) and George B. "Vhen 
}vir. Rison died he was the owner of two residences 
in Little Rock, valuec1 at $~O, 000, and a farm of 
1BO acres one mile from Perryville, valued at 
$5,000, which his widow now owns. She has been 
a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church since 
1832, and is now one of the m08t active members 
of the Perryville congregation. 

j 

\Yilliam L. Scoggins. Inclnded in the number 
of the representativo planten, and stockmen of 
Perry County is lHr. Scoggins, who was born in 
Cleveland Connty, N. u., on Augnst 9, 183J, and 
is a son of John and Nancy Scoggins, both natives 
of the same 8tate. In his youth Mr. Scoggins 
was educated at the public and subscription schools 
of his birthplace, and at the age of twenty years 
commenced farming for himself upon rented land, 
putting in such crops as were raisecl in North 
Carolina at that time. In 183G he moved to Al'
kan~as and located in Perry County, near his pres 
ent home, where he worked at farm labor for 
wages, until ] SB 1. At this time the first notes of 
CiviI War were sounded, and he left the farm to 
enlist in Company H, Tenth Regiment Arkansas 
Infantry, serving until the surrender of Port Hud 
son, on July 8, ] 863. His premier engagement 
was at the battle of Shiloh, where he distingllished 
bimself by his actions on the field, awl after the 
battle was over he was rewarded, by being pro 
moted to the rank of second lieutenant. Upon an 
order issued by the secretary of war, a 1'e organi 
zation of one· year troops took place in June, Itl62, 
and he was again reduced to the rank of a private 
soldiN, in which capacity he remained until his 
service in the army was ended. On November 2, 
] 865, he was united in marriage, to Mrs. lUary C. 
(Massey) Janes, an amiable widow lady, of Gaston 
Count), N. O. J by whom he had two children: 
Nancy J. (born December 0, 18(6), and Louisa J. 
(born December 29, 18(0), the first named being 
cut off by death, in the flower of her chilclhood. 
In October, 1803, Mr. Scoggins made his first 

purchase of land, consistin" of eighty acres, of 

~t~ 

wbich twenty acres were uwler cultivation, and at 
the present time he has improved and cultivated 
the other sixty. He has addc-'d to the origillal 
purchase at various timE'S, until now he owns 
about 2\)2 acres, and bas placed ninety acres uneler 
a high state of cultivation, clearing and improving 
seventy acres by his own personal labor. Mr. 
Scoggius has no doubt contributed more actual 
physical exertion toward developing the land in 
Perry County, than any other resident of that 
place, and hi8 dwelling and houf:,es upon the farm 
are among the best. He is a member of Perry 
Lodge No. 220. A. F. &, A. M., which boely meets 
in the New TennesHee Church, and has served as 
Senior 'Varden of his lodge for one year. In poE
tics he is a Democrat, and a strong support to his 
party in that section. He has served his fellow 
citizens as postmaf:>ter for five} ears. and the post. 
office department a'3 well ati tbe people of Casa 
have been more than satisfied. Upon his arrival 
in Arkansas, :In!'. Scoggins found the country in a 
wild condition and just as nature had left it. Saw 
and grist mills were almost unknown, and the fel>; 
that were scattered over the State, were of a rude 
and unsatisfactory pattern. As for steam mills, they 
would bave been looked upon then with alrn08t as 
much wonder as Don Quixote looked at his wind 
mill. At that period New Orleans was the nearest 
cottOll market, but as settlers began to come in 
and the country developed, new markets were 
opened, mills established, cotton gins of the latest 
pattern took the place of the olll horse-gins, and 
to-day PelTY County can boast of every modern 
improvement necessary to her welfare, this being 
tbe result of the brain and untiring energy of men 
like Mr. Scoggills. 

Hon. J. F. Sellers is a prominent attorney of 
Perry County, and an honor to the legal oar. He 
is a son of Bm'ell J. and Elizabeth (Sweeney) Sel 
leI'S, the former born in North Carolina on January 
23, ] ~lU, and a son of Richard and Hebecca Sel 
lers, horn in 1701 and 17£16, respectively. Rich
ard Sellers was a soldier in the ,Yar of 1812, 
who fought for his country with all the ardor of a 

patriot, and left the battle field with the proud COll t 
sciousness of having done a soldier's duty. He 
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and his wife wen~ the parents of eleven cbildrt'n, 
of whom Burell was the tbird child born. The 
latter waR married to Miss Elizabeth SWP8ney OIl 

April 21, 18-10, and had six children by this nnion, 
of whom J. F. is the only one now living. In 
1857 Burell ~ellers moved with his family to 
Perry County, Ark., aml settled at a point near the 
mouth of the Fourche, where he entered land and 
farmec1 until his death, on Februar) ~-t, 186J, his 
wife surviving him until April 28, 18Rl. J. F. 
Sellers was reared and remainecl on his father's 
farm until he was twenty two years old, when be 
began the study of law, a profession for wbich he 
had the profoundest admiration. He had no in
structors but his law hooks and his intelligent 
brain, but he mastered his studies, and obtained 
as good a store of law knowledge as though he had 
attended the best universit)T of that reTiod. In 
18/'3 he was admitted to the bar, and the follow
ing year commenced to practice, since which time 
he bas ascended from the bottom to the topmost 
rank in his pr~fession, He owns one of the finest 
law libraries in this section of the State, and though 
now an experienced and successful attorney, is 
almost as much a devotee of his books as when he 
fil'st began. In 1872 he waR elected to the position 
of county clerk and served one term, and in 1883 
he was elected to the legislature, in which be has 
served three terms. He is at present a member of 
that body, and chairman of the judiciary commit
tee of the house. Mr. Sellers is a brilliant parlia
mentarian, and during tlw absence of the Speaker 
in the last session he was unanimously chosen to fill 
his place pro tern. He is editor of the NeWR, pub
lished every Friday at Perryville, the only paper is
sued in Perry County and Olle of the most reaclable 
in the State, On December 2:}, 18()(), 1\I1'. Sellen" 
was married to Miss Polly Brazil, a daughter of 
lVloses Brazil, one of the earliest settlers of this 
county, anLl eight children have been born to their 
union: l\larion (born January 18, 1~6~, died 1\.farch 
10 of the same year), Jordan (born January 3, 
1869), Lucretia A. (born Augu:-:.t :n, 187] 1 died 
August 2-4:, 18(5), 'Valter L. (born November 25, 
187-+, died April 25, 1<375), AJdie (horn March 
5, 1876), Calvin (born Augm,t 3, 1810), .Jack 
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(born July 20, ] tl'i:3) and Edward H. (born :B eb
ruary 2-!, 1~~7). rrhe !->uccess Mr. Sellers has at
tained and the eminence which has COJlle to him 
are a fitting illustration of what merit will secure. 
He began life as a poor boy with llO education but 
what he learned by his own application, but stead 
ily he has gone upward from year to year, pushing 
himself towards the goal of his ambition by the 
spirit of determination which has remainf>d with 
him and marked his after life, until now he stands 
as an example that E>honld infuse new life and nf>W 
cOUl'age in the breast of every young man strug
gling for a position among the country's honored 
men. 

Morgan G. Smyers is a man from whose active 
line has emanated no slight influence for good 
among thosf> with whom he has associated. Born 
in Johnson County, Ark., he is the son of Jacob 
and Sophie (Bolanger) Smyers. Jacob was born 
in North Carolina about ] 78i, and died in 11375. 
In lq23 he came from North Carolina to Johnson 
County, where our subject was born February 2, 
1832. He was one of thf> first settlers of the 
county, a carpenter by trade, and in 1'i37 located 
in Perry County, whel'e he held the office of jus
tice of the peace. The Smyers are of Dutch 
descent, the father having been born in Pennsyl
vania. l\lorgan G.' s mother was born in North 
Carolina abont 1801, and died in Perry County 
in 185-1; she had borne eleven children, of whom 
Sarah, Rebecca and Jacob are living, as well as the 
subject of our sketch, the fourth in the family. He 
received his education in thp subscription schools, 
and at the age of twe,nty-one began business for 
himself, going in 1853 to California by the over 
land route, where be engaged in gold mining and 
dealing in live stock. After six yean; he returned 
to Perry Uounty, and purchased the farm he 
now owns which at that time contained 100 acres; 
he has now about 1,600 arres, some -tOO being 
under cultivation, and is one of the largest land 
owneI'R in the county. In 1861 Mr. Smyers en 
listed in Oompany H, Tenth Arkansas Infantry, 
and was immeniately elected second lieutenant, 
ana afterward promoted to first lieutenant. He 
served until the close of the war, when he returned 
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to Perry Oounty and f'ngaged in farming. In 
1877 he entered the mercantile business in which 
he is still engaged, in partnership with P. 'Y. 
}\1o"lJy. November 2U, 1S(n, he married Mibs 
Masy S. Guerin, who wag born in North Oarolina 
in 18-Wi they had six children: Rosalee and Ellen 
Dale living, and Elizabeth J., Robert Lee, Charles 
W. and Edward ueceasf'd. In] 860 Mr. Smyers 
was elected sh8riff of Pel'l'Y Oounty, served one 
term, and was elected to the same office in 15,0 to 
fill an unexpil'eu term, hi8 official duties being 
discharged in a commendable manner. In 1874 he 
was elected representative of Perry County, a 
choice highly creditable to his efficiency and talent, 
and in 18,6 was again elected sh81iff and served 
two years. He is a DemoCl'at, and in 1804 was 
initiated into the Masonic order, and is a member 
of Aplin Lodge No. 44-i. Hit; wife is a member 
of the 'Methodist Episcopal Ohurch. 

Ohal'les Henry Tanner. It is no disparagement 
to other citizens of Casa rrownship to state that 
1\11'. Tanner is one of the leading WIers of the soil 
in thib locality. John Tanner, his father, was horn 
in East Tennesbee, in 180.J., and after going to 
Alabama was married there, in which State our 
subject was born, May 2:3, 183;). His mother was 
Laura Jane Williams. In 187-1: they removed to 
Logan County, Ark., and in 1877 to Perr} County, 
thE:' senior Tanner following farming. He was of 
Dutch descent. His father, Henry Tauner, was a 
son of John Tanner, who was born in Maryland, 
and who at the age of one hundred and twenty five 
years came from that State to Jackson Oounty, 
Ala., on horseback, surviving thereafter two years. 
Henry died in Northern Alabama, at the age of 
ninety years. John was born in 180J, and died in 
1870; and his wife, of Tennessee origin, wa"! 
born in ] tl4U, ana died ill ] tlQ4, in this county. 
She was the mother of twelve children, three of 
whom are still living: Oharles H., Almeda ana 
George. Charles Henry was practically brought 
up on the railroad, and began to drive a cart when 
he was eight years old, thus losing the advantage8 
of an education. He continued this work till the 
breaking out of the war, when, on Christmas Da.)i, 
18fi1, hE'> enlisted in Company B, Forty -ninth 

Regiment Alabama Infantry, serving three yearf~ 
and nine months. He was in the battles of Shiloh, 
Baton Rouge and Corinth, where hf' did not taste 
food for five days, on account of its !:icarcity. He 
was with Johnston on hi" retreat hack to Atlanta; 
was L1ndE'l' Hooel at Peachtree Creek, ana with 
him, in Tennessee, at the Franklin fight; also at 
Nashville. He was woundf'd in the l'ight arm, at 
the elbow, at the battle of Shiloh, and still Las the 
shirt he wore, with six hullet holes in it. This 
woundeu arm has been (If but little URe since that 
time. After the war Mr. Tanner went to Alabama, 
and remained threE' years, when he removed to 
Yell County, Ark.) residillg there two years; then 
he came to Perry County, and now has 160 acres 
of land, with fifty under cultivation. In politics 
he is a Democrat. He and hi;;; wife are member"! 
of the Primitive Baptist Church, and he is an hon
orable ana respected citizen. In November, 1863, 
Mr. Tanner married :Miss Elizabpth Bryan'L, who 
was born in Jackson County, Ala., in 1835. She 
is the mother of eight children: Olayburn B. , John 
H., :lVIary Jane and Martha (twinc,), George 'Y., 
l\itutie S., Charles H. and Mary E., all at home. 

8anford B. Taylor, a prominent planter ana 
stockman of Perry County, Ark., is a son of " ill 
iam and Priscilla (Donaldson) Taylor, of South 
Oarolina, the forefathers for several generations 
having been residents of that State. Thp great 
grandfather on both sides of the family were sold 
ierH in the Revolution, whose deeds of valor have 
been handed down through each generation to the 
present. About the year 1'34:0 'Yilliarn Taylor 
emigrated from his native State to Mississippi, and 
located in LaFayette County, where he remained 
until 1852, and then moved with his family to 
Pulaski County, Ark. The) rebidec1 bere for 
threp years awl came to Perry County, hut in 1 S37 
the father went to Texas, where he died, the 
mother dying in Johnson County, Ark., in 18G1. 
Sanford B. Taylor wa"! born on ·June U, 11-l-i(), in 
DeKaIb County, Ga., and was trained to look upon 
farming as his natural occupation. He cornmenceu 
in life for himself at the age of niupte€'Ill years, 
first working a farm on shares, and then engaging 
at a salary. In 18;:;6 he was married to Miss ~Ial'y 
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Jane Albia, a daughter of Peter and Elizabeth acres, although he has now been retired from 
(Brazeale) Albia, who wen'l among Lhe earliest set active business life for seven or eight years, owing 

tlers of Arkansas, the father coming from Verrnont to ill health bronght on by expo~nre ill the army. 

and the moth""r from Illinois. This union was a Hfl is a member of Aplin Lodge No . ..t.-l:-l:, A. F. & 

happy one in every respect save one-they were A. M., and wao initiated in the fraternity abont 

childless. Mr. Taylor has farmed all his life ex ] g80, at Perryville. He attends the Missionary 

cept the periot1 of the nebellion, when he was ('on Baptist Church with his wife, and iF) a liLeral sup

scripted in the Confederate army. He did not vol porter and warm friend to all religions and educa 

unteer his services, a"l the terrible tales of cnmIty tional matters. Mr. rraylor is well known in the 

and hardships endnred in the Mexican and Indian "lurrounding country. and popular with every Olle 


Wars by his grandfather and father were so vividly in that section. 

impressed upon his mind, that he con('luded to re B. D. Taylor is wpll known as a teacher of 

main and protect his wife and family instead of ex Perry County, and one of its most ~cholarly men. 

posin~his life to the tortures of war. His inten In every seIlse of thf' word he is self made. Born 
tions were changed, however, in ] 863, when he waf, in :Montgomery County, Miss., October 7, 185g, 
pressed into the Confederate army, becoming a he is one of twelve children in the family of B. B. 
private in Company A, of Col. Brooks' regiment and Elizabeth (Corley) Taylor, all of whom are 
of infantry, and was at the battle of Hplena, Ark., living: J. P. (is the present representative of 
when the attempt was made to capture that town. l\Iontgomery County, in the legislature of Missis 
He was also within hearing of the guns at the sippi), W. A. (is a prosperous farmer in that State) 
buttle of Pea Ridge, but did not participate on ac and B. D. (is the seventh child), T. N. (also a well 
count of being unarmed. Mr. Taylor served alto known farmer in l\Iississi ppi), .James (a physician), 
gether about a year in the Confederate army, his O. P. (who is the only one of the boys married, 
company for the most part being on duty on, and and is a farmer in Mississippi), Mary (is the wife 
in the vicinity of the Arkansas River, near Little of R. E. Neal, and resides in l\Iississippi), Sarah 
Rock. While they were badly demoralized at the (wife of 'Villiam Long, also of the same State, in 
time, and every man seemed to have entirely lost which her hUE>band is a prominent jeweler at Gren 
all sense of discipline, it was not thl'ough fear but ada), Angeline (also married and living at Kosci
because of the successful efforts of the Federals, usko, Miss.), Lula (who resides with one of the 

who greatly exceeded them in numbers. Mr. Tay brothers) and Annie (who resides with her sister 
lor fi:p.ally joined the Federal army at Little Rock, in Grenada, Miss). The father was a native of 
and was detaileu as a nurse in the hospital, where Kentucky, and was born Febrnary 11, lS17, and 
he remained until the close of the war. June ;30, his wife was born in Missouri in 1826. The 81der 
180;), he was mustered ant. and July 5, of the Taylor moved with his father to Alabama and re 

"lame year, he received his final discharge and pay. sided there five yems, and from there went to .Mis

The next day he embarked on a steamer at Little sissippi in 183(), where he has resided ever since. 

Rock, and proceeded to Lewislmrg Landing, the His father wm, J. P. Taylor, a noted Baptist 

llearest point to his home, arriving there in the preachf'r who came originally from North Caro 

latter part of the month. On Lis return home he lina, aud whORe brother fought and (lied in the 

again resumed his farm work on the land he had ,rar of ] ~ 1~. J. P. Taylor was a widely knowu 

purchased before the war, and in addition com mall during his life, and a large land and slave 

menced cultivating forty acres adjoining. Mr. ownN. His death occnrrl'd in 1CSJ..J:, leaving his 

Taylor has purchased various tracts and sold them estate to l>e diyided among his children. His son, 

again, and did not come upon his present farm until B. B. Taylor, served through the Civil 'Varin 

1887. Altogether he owns 3~;) acres in various 10 Gen. Thomas' army, and was twice manied, his t 
~::ies, and the present farm consists of twenty first wife dying ,July 3, 187G. Ho married ~F 
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second wife in 1 g82, and the umon has been a 
happy one in every respect. B. D. Taylor, his 
son, remained on his father' 8 farm in his youth, 
amI attended school at "Vinona, lHiHs., for a f:ihort 
time. He afterward went to various other schools 
and academies, and when he had received a 
thorough education. taught school himself for a 
Ahort period. In 1882, wishing to see some of 
the country further west, he started out with the 
intention of going as far west as Texas, but upon 
reaching Admnsas he concluded to remain in that 
State, and has been here ever since. He was em 
ployed bere for some time in a bu:-;ines'3 capacity, 
but in 1885 he went to Little Rock and entered 
the Commercial College at that place. On his re
turn to Perry County he attendf'd school at Aplin, 
and al"lo taught for several terms. In 1886 he 
went to school at Morrillton and studied under 
Prof. Cox, and then launched out into the world 
of learning himself. He has taught six times at 
Esan, thl'ee times at Hom,ton, once at Dixie, once 
at Oonneil Bluffs and once at New TenneRsee. In 
politics 1Hr. Taylor is a Democrat, and September 
J, 1888, he was elected assessor, a position he filled 
with great credit to himself anu &atisfaction to the 
connty. The example he has set is one that should 
be followed by every young man who intends to 
make a 8ucce~sfnl career. He has been educated 
by his own exertions, f:ipending his entire earnings 
in acquiring an education, and has labored at 
$13 per month, and put that sum in schools. He 
now owns a fine farm of fifty two acres with twenty 
acres uuder cultivation, and enjoys the confidence 
and esteem of the entire community. He is an 
ardent advocate of public schools. and hab never 
asked tuition from those who were Hnable to pay. 

Hezekiah Lewis Trundle hao..; oef'n actively oc 
cupied in the capacity of an agriculturist lwre 
abouts for a long time. Now of snhbtautial worth 
ac, a planter of Perry ComIty, he was born in 
Montgomery County, Md., October ;30, 1~17. thE' 
third in a family of ten children which LJlessed the 
union of Hezekiah and Chl'istina (Whitaker) Trun 
dte, both natives of Maryland, the father born in 

J IiU2 and the mother in ] 793; she died in 1873 

~'-:he in 1850. Tho sub.iect of [hi, sketch was 

reared and educated in :lHaryland, and in 1846 
moved to La Fayette County, Mo. In 1803 a loca~ 
tion was chosen in Uhicot County. Ark., where he 
remained a year, then going to Clarksville, Tenn., 
to educate his children. After two years there 
they removed to Nashville, and one year later to 
Little Rock, in IS7() coming to the present home. 
Mr. Trundle bought about 700 acres of land on 
the Arkansas River, all out ten acres of which was 
unimproved, but by energy and self application he 
now has the finest farm in Perry County, with a 
splendid residence situated on a hill overlooking 
the Arkansas River. \Vhen 1\11'. Trundle purchased 
his farm he went into (lebt $3,500; this. however, 
he has since paid, besides making all the improve 
ments. He raises from 140 to 130 bales of cotton 
a year, and with the gin which he has placed on 
the farm usually gins about 300 bales. Before 
the war he owned over forty slaves, but lost all. 
He is now a Democrat and cast his first presiden
tial vote for Harrison, being a ,Yhig in those days. 
At the age of twenty two, April 23, 183H, he mar
ripd Miss Elizabeth Nichols, who was born in 
Maryland in 1822; she died in 1831 leaving two 
children living: Ernest and Harriet Ellen. His 
second marriage was in 1856, to Sarah Ann Lee. 
born in Henderson County, Va.. in 1836. She 
died in Arkansas in HnO; there are two children 
of this marriage living: Susan (wife of James H. 
Johnson) and Mary L. 1\11'. Trundle's third wife 
was Mildred C. Lee (a~sister of the secolld) born in 
1838. They have one child living, Ruthie A. 
Mrs. Trundle is a member of the Episcopal Church. 

L. G. Vollman, a prominent and highly re
spected farmer of Perry Township, Perry County, 
is a grandson of G. C. F. \V. Klingelhoeffer, who 
came to this State at the head of a colony of Gel' 
man emigrants in the spring of 1'-133, and first set 
tIed at a poiut about three miles from Little Rock. 
Thpl'l' he resided thl'ep years, then moving up the 
Arkansas and Fourche la Fave Rivers on board of 
canoes lashed together (thpre being no steamboats 
at that time) to a point about thre8 miles southwest 
of Perryville, known as the Dubois place. He en 
countered many b::ndsilips in making tllis trip, the 
shores and bottoms being dense cane brakes twenty 
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to thirty feet high. He camped with his family 
one night, and it is said that when he woke up to 
his surprise thAre were three bear hou588 in sight 
of the camp. Rf'maining OIl the Duboi.., place but 
a short time, he remove<l to where Perryville now 
stands, and ran the ferry there. going theuC'e to a 
l)oint two miles west of Perryville, when:> he residf'cl 
about twenty years. From there he lllovell to a 
point two miles above the month of the Fourche, 
on the Al'kansad Hiver, where he resided till his 
death. I. F. St. Vollman, the father of the above 
named, was marrie<1 to Augusta Klingelhoeffer; by 
whom he had two children: Louis G. Vollman and 
a daughter, Emaline, the former born January 13, 
]831, and th8 latter January 0, lS35. The mother 
died March 14-, 1838, and the fathel' was again mal' 
ried to lt1rs. Anna Taylor, a widow, by whom he had 
one child, a daughter, Florence (born in October, 
18(1). He volunteered in the Confederate service 
in the spring of 1862, enlisting in Bebee's com 
pany, and departed this life in the fall of 18G2, at 
the hospital in Tupelo, lt1iss. After the death of 
his father Louis G. Vollman resided with his grand 
father, and grew up during the war when there 
were no schools, thus receiving only a limited edu 
cation in his youth. HE' was married. 1\Iarch 16, 
] 873, to Miss Sarah E. Bland. a daughter of Daniel 
Bland. They are the parents of five children: 
George G. (born Septemher 1, ] 874-), Augusta E. 
(born April 4, les77), Ivan D. (borll August 18, 
1879), Lily J. (born November 2, ] S81, died July 
L lSS6) and Olarence F. (born March 20, 1884.) 
JUl'. Vollman resides about two miles northeast of 
Esau postoffice. and about five miles above the 
mouth of the Fourche. He owns 2-W acres of up 
land, and about twenty acres of valuable bottom 
land, having about thirty in cultivation, with good 
<1wellings, stables and a fine yo~ng orchard. Mr. 
Vollman and his wife are members of the WLsAion 
ary Baptist Ohurch, which they attend regularly, 
and take great interest in all educational and re 
ligions matters, the former having served on the 
school hoard for several terms. In politif's he is a 
stanch D<'mocl'<'.t, and has always voted that ti('kt~t. 
His materllal gramlfatht'll', Klingelhoeffel', wa"i one

J of the first sE'ttlel's of PelTY Oounty, coming to Lit 

; 
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tle Rock at the time of the lal'ge~t rifle (in 1q3B) 
of the Arkansas Diver of whieh any account iF, 
given. He paddled a canoe ovpr the bighest 
ground where Argenta now :stands, the water beiug 
six feE't dpep, and as a result much damage was 
<lone to lands and property. Daniel Bland, the 
fatlH)r of Harah J~. Vollman, was horn and rajsec1 in 
Perry County, anll. resided there np to his death. 
He was a member of the Missionary Baptist 
Ohurch. and his father was one of the oldest pio 
neer settlp!,:,> of Perry County. They were both 
well to-do farmers and highl)' l'espectpcl and es
teemed gentlemen. The senior Vollman was a sub 
stantial fal'lllPr, and was favorably known by all 
who knew him. 

J. M. vVallace has been o('cnpied as a farmer 
and stock raiser of Fourche La Fave Township 
with good results. A native of Carthage, Moore 
Connty, N. C., he was born on March .,1, 1830, his 
parents being Isham and Nancy Wallace, both 
born in the same State, who were the parents of 
fifteen ell ildren, eleven of them yet living: "\Y illiam 
"\r. (residing in North Carolina, where be is a 
farmer. and has been sheriff of J\Ioore County for 
tlnee terms), Quimby (a farmer and residing in 
the Rame county), Emsby (a farmer also in the 
same connty, who represented them in the State 
legislature in 18(8), S. D. (a farmE'r, and at one 
tillle sheriff of that county), V. A. and Samuel B. 
(both farmers of Moore County, N. C.), Clarkie 
(wife of George Corkman), Sarah (wife of John 
Garner), Hettie (wife of James Horner), Mary 
(also married), and all residing in 1\1oore County. 
The father of these children died June 15, 1985, 
hiB wife following him on August 3. IS8\). J. M. 
'Vall ace remained with bis father and attended the 
public schools at Oarthage in his youth, and when 
eighteen years of age went to ('ollege at Greells
bora, Guilford Connty, N. O. He afterward 
taught school for about two year~. and then moved 
to Little Rock, Ark., where he entered into busi 
neSR, and from there to Texarkana, where he was 
engaged in the cigar business. He again returned 
to Little Rock, hut did not rpmain long before he 
moved to Dardanelle, Yell Uonnty, and from there 
to Aplin, Perry County, where he took charge of 
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and conducted a saw-mill. From Aplin he came 
to Perryville, where he bought a farm of f'ighty 
acres. with about fifty three aeres uncleI' culti, a
tion, and has I'esicled there since. On Decemher 
3, 1875, he was married to 1\1iss Emma Mitchell, 
a daughter of ,Yillialll Mitchell, hy whom lw had 
one child: Byrdee (born Junp, ]877, and dyiIlg in 
Angust of the salle year), the mother dying somo 
time afterward in Texarkana. 1\11'. ,Yallace was 
again married, his spconll union taking place on 
August 3, 1881, to Miss Dora Laughlin, a daugh
ter of S. H, and L. E. Laughlin. of Perryville, by 
whom he has hael five children: Ernest 1. (born 
June ]a, 1b~2), Thfyrtle (born December 1;1, 18S3), 
Jessie (born August] 5, HlSfi), Johnie Ellen (born 
December 27, 1\')87). Mr. ,Vallace became well 
and favorably known after a short residence in 
Perry Oonnty, and for two years was constable of 
Fourche 1a Fave Township, during which period 
the county was witbout a sheriff. He ancl his wife 
are both members of the Methocli5t Episcopal 
Ohurch, ami in politics Mr. 'Yallace is a strong 
Democrat and a valuable support to that party. 

Rev. Ambrose Hunter William"), whose efforts 
as a minister in the Arkansas Oonference of the 
IHethodist Episcopal Church, Ronth. at Perryville, 
have been signally bles~ed by God, is a llative of 
what is now Stone Oounty, Ark., where he was 
born November 16, 1b46. His father, Burton 
,Yilliams, was Dorn in Thlisflouri about 1823, and is 
also a minibter, now living at Eureka SpI'jngs, 
Ark. He belongs to the Arkansaf' Conff'rence, and 
has been engaged in ministerial work thirty years. 
He is a son of Ambrose ~William8. of Irish descent, 
who came to Northwest Arkansa") from Missouri in 
a very early day, where he died. Burton married 
Clarissa Brown, of Missouri, she dying in Johnson 
County, Ark., about 1874. Our subject's father 
went to South Arkawms when Aillbro~e \vas a 
child. where he was pastor before and durillg the 
war. There were eleven children in thifl falllily, 
of whom young Ambrose was the third. He was 
partly reared and educaten in Chicot COUllty, Ark., 
and completed his education in Hickory Plains 
Institute, R. H. Crozier, of Oxford University 
(Miss.). being prillcipal. He has acqnired most of 

his mini8terial education in the pastoral work by 
."tudy and practice, having hegun preaching in 
1'-)7+, the conference at that time being held at 
Dardanelle, Yell County, Bishop G. F. Pierce pre
Hiding, December 25, 1S7V, Mr. "\Villiams mar 
ried Miss Lodnc;ka A. Horton, who was born in 
Shelby Connty, Ala., in 18G3. daughter of D. A. 
and Mar} Eliza (Arnett) Hortoll. who carne to AI' 
kansas in 1R70. They have hau a falllily of five 
children: Lily A.. ,yiIlie ~lay. Thlather vVilton, 
Panl H. and :Myrtle Lucile. Quite recently ~Ir. 
,Yilliams and wife have been called upon to hear 
much sorrow, their two boys, Paul H. and ~lather 
Wilton, having passed from earth to a home above, 
where they await the coming of loved ones. Mr. 
"\Villiams has always voted the Democratic ticket, 
but supports the man more than tue party. His 
wife is a member of the Methodist Epi,,>copal 
Ohurch, t)outh. 

Oapt_ 'Yilliam '''ilson, one of the oldest citi 
zens of Perry Oounty, was born in Guilford Coun 
ty, N. C., January 6, 1813. His grandfather, An 
drew ,yilson, was born in Ireland, ana came to the 
United States at the age of nineteen years. His 
father, Andre-w "\VIlson, a farmer, was of North 
Carolina origin. his bilth occurring about ] 790. 
He married Pannelia Denny, of Guilford Oounty, 
who was born in 1792 and died in 1S54. Not far 
from 11.337 he came to Perry UOUllty. where he died 
in October, ISGG. In their family were eleven 
ehildren, three- now livin<:?,': Robert D. (residing 
in Tennessee), Jane McGee and our subject, who 
was the second child. 'William was raised in the 
State- of his birth, there I'eceiving a limite-d educa 
tion in the common schools. In] 538 he came to 
Perry Oounty and married Mary Ann, a daughter 
of J. and Rebecca Rankin, who was born in 1~1V. 
Going to Tennessee, he settled up his business, re 
tnrning to Perry County in ] 83V. Hi~ wife died 
ahout 1S7-1-, having been the mother of sev€'n chil 
(hen, one of whom is living in Louisiana, George 
\Yashington by name. 1\1r. ,,7 ilson' s second wife
wa~ Mrs. Gill (widow), born in ~Iadison County, 
Tenn. Hhe died January a. 1bl)7. leaYing two 
children: James T. awl Laura P. His third wife 
was ~Iro;. Amanda Scott (widow), who was born in 
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TenneBsee in 1825. In July, 1861, our subject 
raised a company of infantTy for tbf' Tenth Arkan 
l:iRS Infcwtry, and commanded at the battIe of Shi
loh, when he waB wounded jURt below the right eye, 
on this account bE'ing discharged. ReturIling to 
Perry County, he enterE'd the State service and 
~erved till the close of the war, whpn he resumed 
farming and stock I'aising. He has now 200 aCl'E'S 
of land, about seventy untier cultivation. In an 
early day he was elected treasurer of Perry County, 
and during the war was elected to the State legis. 
lahue, as Uonfederate TepresentativE'. He also held 
the office of justice of the peace before the war. 

He is one of Perry County's most honored citizens, 
a Master Mason and a mf\mher of Aplin Lodge ~o. 
44,4, having been m.aelp a Mason before thf' waL' at 
Dardanelle, Yell Oounty, Ark. He is llOW a Demo
crat, and cast bis fiI-st presidential votp for Harri
son, being a Whig in thosp daYR. He is a member 
of thE' Methodist EpiRcopal Church, South, and his 
wife is a ueliever in the Primitive Baptist faith. 
The Captain ii'l a liberal f.upporter of all enterpriSP8 
pertaining to the good of tht' connty. and is enti 
tled to an honorable representation in any worthy 
history of the community. The I'espect shown 
him is as wide as his acquaintancp . 



reputation of which has rap 
idly spread in recent years, 
was organized in accOl'danre 
with an act of the State legis 

latnre, approved April] 2, 
1'373. The act provided 
that all that portion of the 

connties of Conway and Pulasl\i in 
cluded within the boundaries herein 
named: "Beginning at the point 
VI here the township line dividing 
Townr.,hips a and .+ crosses the Ar
kanf'as River, and running east with 

FAULKNER COUNTY. 

F X{TLKNER COUNTY i..)E \'1' OF .Tr~TICE ~Tm'( 'lTHE:-' FOH Pr'RLH' IT'''E CIIAN(,E TN HOPNDAHy-l\IINIs'l'EItS 


OF PUBLIC o....,EH\'l( E-ELECTJON I--TATI"'TIC<.;-POI'ULATION HET{1RN::' HEAL AND PEIlSON.\.L PHOl'


Eli']'Y AND TA'\.ATION LOCATION SURFACE }'OInIATJON AND AREA-Dn Elt'3ITY OF STItATA 


N)\TUHAL ('IL\R.\(iTERl~TI('~--SOUnCES OF HE\TENUE PUODL'CT')--LIYE STOCK 


'J'DIE OF OHIGINAL OCClTPANCY HIC.... IlWA YS-.JUDH'IAL AFFAIRS AND BAR 

DPIUNG 'fIlE ,yAR PEHIOD- BU:-'INES:-:; POINT') AND CENTER'3--~CHOOLS 

AND CHURCHES GENEHAL CUNDITION PERSONAL MEIIlOIR'l. 

0, the pleasant days of old, which so often people praise! 
True, they wanted all the luxuries that grace our modern days; 
Bare fioors were strewed with rllshe'3, the walls let in the cold; 
0, how they must have shivered in those pleasant clays of old.-Browll. 

COUNTY, the with said river to the place of beginning," should 
be ~ormed into a separate and distinct county to be 
called and known by thE' name of Faulkner, ¥ By 
further provisions of the act A. D. Thomas, A, F. 
Livingston and J. F, Comstock were appointed 
commissioners to locatf' the seat of justice, procure 
Litle to the site thereof, to layout a town, and sell 
the lots and make Jeeds of conveyance to imlividual 
pnrChaR€Il'S, and to appropriate the proceeds aris
ing from the sale of the lots to the erection of the 
propel' public buildings, etc, The act also provided 
that the temporary seat of jnstice should be estau 
li"hed at Conway t;tation, and that the Governor 
::;;hould appoint the necessary county officers, to hold 

said line to range line dividing their positions until the next genel'al election, etc. 
Ranges 10 and 11 west; thence with said range At this time the county courts of the State of 
line to township line dividing Townships ~ and g Arkan:-:;as, were composed of a board of supervi
north: thence west with said line to the section sors for each county. Accordingly after the 
line dividing Sections 3 and .+, Township 8, Range proper officers had been appointed by his Excel 
14 west; thence south with said line to the North lency, Elisha Baxtf'r, Govf'rno)' of Arkansas. Hon. 
Fork of Cadron Creek; thence with th" meamler 

*Named after Sandy:Faulkner, the orig'inal " Arkall 
iogs (following the middle of the channel) of baid 

saw Traveler," an:account of:who~e yaried life appears
Cl'eek, to the middle of the Al'lmosas River; thellce elsewhere in thi" volume. 

'1 
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E. L. Allpn, lU. R. Sevier, ann. A. J. Horton, 
memben; of the board of commissioners, assembled 
at Conway, ~Iay G, 1~73, and organized their court 
by taking the oath of office as prescriile(l by law, 
and electing Hon. E. L. Allen, president of the 
bounI. C. H. Lanuer, clerk, and Benter Turner, 
sheriff. also appeared in their official capacity, ana 
tlm~ the first court of Faullmer County was 
formed, and the organization of the county com
pletec1. Very little business was transacted at this 
term of the court. At its second sesRion heW also 
in 'ThIay. the court snbdivided the county into thir 
teen road distI'icts, and appointed overseers for 
each one. The commissioners appointed by the 
act creating the county, to select a site for the 
seat of justice, selected Conway, the temporary 
seat, for the permanent county seat. A town hav
ing aIread) been laid out at this place no tract of 
land was purchased by the commissioners on which 
to layout a town, but September 19, 1873, Col. 
A. P. Robinson, the original proprietor of the site 
of Conway, and the man who laid out the town, 
donated to the county, and conveyed by proper 
deeds, the large and beautiful square now occupied 
with the public buildingR. This square is 330 feet 
east and west, by -1:60 feet north and south, and is 
a part of block 26, according to the plat of the 
tOWIl. It consist in part of open prairie, and parts 
are covered with small natural forests; and ce1'
tainly no county in the State can boast of a larger 
or more handsome court yard so far as nature has 
provided for its beauty. 

Having no lots to sell, no means were accumu
lated by the county for the erection of puhlic 
buildings; ('onsP(luently for a nnmber of years 
office l'ooms were rented. and for a tiille the Method 
ist Church was used for a court room. The pres 
ent court bouRe, a modern styled and picturesque 
two story wooden hllihling. with office rooms on 
the first floor and court room on the second, was 
erected in 1en7, by Contractor R. H. 'Yatterman. 
About thE' same time a very substantial log jail 
was erected in thp southwpst corner of the public 
square. rrhe court house has a fire proof vault 
attached for safE' kE'eping of the public records. 

j t h f poor asylum 
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the paupers being lpt out for their kepping to re 
spollFlible individnalH who Lid the loweRt for them. 

An act of the General Assembly, approvpd 
Decemb0f 7, 1 '-;75, providecl that all of TownsLip 
--i north, Hange 11 wpst, should be detached from 
Faulkner Oounty, and attache-a to Pnlaski, and 
that all that portion of Town~hip 3 llorth, Hanges 
1a and 1--i west, lying in the fork of, and betw(:,Pll 
the Arkansas River and Pa]arm CreE'k, f>honld bE' 
detached from Pulaski Oonnty, and attachE'd to 
Faulkner. 

The following list includes the names of connty 
officers, with dates of term of service, from the 
organization of the county to September. 1889: 

J ueIges: Board of commissioners heretofore 
named, 1~73 74; J. ,r. Duncan, 1~7--i 7~; F. R. 
Adams, 1878 80; L. C. Lincoln, 1b80 82; E. :1\1. 
Merriman, 1882 88; P. H. Prince, present incum 
bent, elected in 1888. 

Olerks: C. H. Lander, 1873 74; F. C. Moore, 
187--i 78; J. V. Mitchell, the present incumbent, 
first elected in 1~78, re elected biennially, and 
served continuously ever since. 

Sheriffs: Benter Turner, 1'31':-3 74: J. E. Mal' 
tin, 187--i 7G; 'Y. J. Harrell, lS76 7~; J. D. 
Townsend, 1878 82; A. J. \Vitt, 1882 86; L. B. 
Dawson, present incumbent, first elected in ] 886. 

Treasurers: M. E. Moore, 1873 7--i; James 
Jones. 1874:-75; ,V. J. Harrell, 1873 76; G. T. 
Olifton, present incumbent. first elected in 1876, 
continually re elected, and served ever since. 

Ooroners: R. T. Harrison, ] ~78 74; \V. O. 
Gray, 1874 76: 'Y. Martin, 1<""7() 7b; S. V. Castle 
berry, 1878 SO; J. A. Phillips, ]8'10 'l-1:; S. E. 
'YiIson, 1884 86; B. G. 'Yilson, ] '186 ~'3; A. P. 
Powell. present incumbent, elected in 1~'18. 

Surveyors: G. 'V. Johnson. 1 'l73 7--i; B. J. 
McHenry, 1874 7'1; B. MOR'3, ]81'8 S~; J. W. 
Thompson, ]882 '1--i; J. D. Conlon, 1884. 86; 
A. B. Dickerson, 1~~() H~: F. Hegi, present 
incnmbent, elected in 188~. 

Assessors: A. B. Hpnry, 1~73 74; \r. H. O. 
Nixon,] h7--i 70; G, ,r. Brown. ]876 80; J. M. O. 
Vaugbter, 1b80 '32: ,T. P. Price, 1blo.,2 8~; J. N. 
Harris, 1'384 RG; Bruce Shaw, present incumbent, 
first elected in 1SS(). 

t 
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John Dunaway represented the county in the Havre, 79~; l\latthpWR, 430; Mount Vmnon (includ
constitutional convention of 1~7-i. ing village of Mount Vernon), G7~; village of 

State senators, J. ,Yo House, lS7-i--77; ,J. ,v. l\loulltVernon, 101; l\IuJdy Bayou, b2G; Newton, 
Duncan, 1878 81; T. 'V. 'VeIls, 1hb3 8;); *' * '* 740; Palarm, 7-!-3; PierceUreek, 18k; Pine l\lount

Representativ8i:l; S. B. Burns, 1874 70; rJe~se ain, --10-17; Union, ~()O; \Valkey, 399; ,Vilson, 318. 
E. Martin, ]877; Joseph Roden, 1870; G. \\'. In J8S0 tllt' real estate of Faulkner was valued 
Bruce, 18')1; J. H. Harrall, 1'-l83 CS3; ,J. T. Camp fOl' taxatioll at $72R, D23, th<" personal property at 
bell, 1'387; J. Harro(l, present representative. $-1..f.-0, G32, making a total of $1, IuO, 577, and the 

An estimate of tho political asppct of the aggrc>gate amonnt of taxes charged thereon for all 
county of Faulkner lllay be ohtained by reference purposes waR $28,530. In 18~~ the real estate of 
to the votes cast for the following canrlidntes at thf' county was valned for taxation at $1,464-,731, 
the elections in 18Sb: the personal propel'ty at $0!J7, :no, making a total 

At the Septemher election for Governor: John of $2, Hi2,007, and the whole amount of taxes 
P. Eagle (Dem.), 1,301 votes, C. M. Norwood charged therAon waH $:35, G73. 05. The railroad 
(Com. Opp.), 1,73::' voteR. At the November E'lec· propprty, classified as real estate, was last valued 
tioll for Pl'esidf'nt: Cleveland (DE'm.) 1,~;~9 votes, for taxation at $10],021. The above fignres are 
Hanison (Rep.) 760 votes, Streeter (Union Labor), given to show the rapid growth and development 
50!) votes, Fiske (Prohibition), 12 votes. of the material resources of the county. By com-

In September the opposition to ihe Democratic parison it is seen that, from 18~O to 1888, the real 
State tickpt WRS all combined, bnt in November estate of the county fully doubled in value, while 
there were four tickets in the field, between which the pE'rsonal property incrpasec1 63 per cent. This 
the votes were divided as shown above, and by Rhows a remarkable increase of values since 1880, 
which it is seen that the Delllocratic pm'ty hoJJ,,> and tends also to prove a large increase in popula 
the ascendency. In September the pm·tieR oppos tion. The amount of taxes chargecl has not in
ing the Democratic ticket had hopefol of carrying creased in proportion to the taxable wealth. The 
the State, and made a strenUoUH effort to do so, financial condition of the county is good. 
hellce a full vote, but in November this was not FaulknE'r Oonnty i" situated near the geograph
the case; the opposition bping divided, it was a ical center of the State, and is bounded on the 
"foregone conclusion" that the Democracy would north by Van Buren and Oleburnp Counties, east 
carry the State) hence the much smaller vote polled by \Yhite and Lonoke, south hy Pulaski, and west 
on that occasion. by Perry awl Conway Counties. According to the 

j 

On account of the recent organization of thp United t)tates survey of the public lands it em
county, there has been but one U niiE,a States braces portions of Townships i3 to 8, inclusive. 
census taken here, that of ISbO, which l-.hows that Horth of thp ha"le line in Ranges 11 to 15, inclusive, 
it then contained ]1,3(jt, white, amI] Al~ colorE·d west of the fifth principal meri(lian. It lies in the 
inhabitants, making (\. total of 12,786. 'l'aking sallle degrpe of Iongitnde with Pulaski County, 
into consideration the rapid immigration to the and in latitude imlllC'diately north thereof, and has 
county since that time, as well (\.'3 the natural in an area of nearly /'00 :-'(111(11'e miles, and an am·page 
crease, and the total number of votes cast at thp of OYf:-'r Jon,oon. Of this there are about 00, non 
September election in 18')'3, it i" safe to estimate ac1'('''l improved, the balance beiug wilcl or unim 
the aggregate population at this writing (fall of proved land. The county contains IJPtwpen ;3.000 
1859) at 15,000. rrhe population in 1~~O, hy and -t.,oon aC'l'PS of Government lanel subjpct only 
minor civil divisions, was as follows: Benton Town- to hOlllPstea<l ellhy, alRo a largE' amonnt of State 
ship, GOO; Cadron (including Conway), ~. m0; lamls, a portion of which is '3ubject to donation to 
town of Conway, 1,0:28; California, -±~)~; CJ press, actnal settlers, over ~)O, 000 acres helonging to the 
605; Danley, 22:2; East Fork, 70b: Hardin, 8~(); Little RoC'k & Fod f3mith R·tllroa<1 Company t 
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The Government lands can be obtained under 
the homestead act, the Htate forfeitAd landR under 
the donation act, the seminary lands at $1 per 
acre. the internal improvpment and swamp land", 
at $1. 25 pi'W acre, and thEl railroad lands at from 
$2.50 to $0 per acrE'; besides, improved and unim 
proved private lauds can be pnn:hased from their 
individual owners at reasonable prices. 

Of the entire county the following estimatt' 
can 1)(-' made: One tenth may UP classed as first 
class bottom laud, very fprtile, anel yielding im 
mpnse quantitieR of corn, cotton, etc.; one tenth 
hilly, rocky, marshy and unfit for cultivation; 
about one tenth prairie land, all capablt' of culti 
vation. The remaining seven-tenths are beautiful 
valleys extending; the whole length of the county 
from east to west, and gently rolling, well drained 
uplands admirably adapted to agricultural pur· 
poses. This estimate makes about nine·tenths of 
the county tillable land. 

According to that eminent geologist, Prof. 
David Dale Owen, the most important tracts of 
arable land lie in Townships () and 7 north, Ranges 
11, 12, 13 and ]-1: west. It is thought, however, 
that Township 5 ought also to be includE'd. The 
soil of this region overlies, and has mostly been 
derivecl from the dif>integration of the reddish 
aUll dark shalps at the base of the millstone grit, 
sufficiently intermixed with siliceous washingR from 
the overlying flagstones to correct their other 
wibe tenacious and refractory character. Judge 
Louis C. Linf'oln, land agent at Conway, a man 
thoroughly acquainted with all parts of the county, 
Rays that it contains several varieties of soil, and 
tbat nearly all crops known to the"' Sunny South n 

are grown here with profit; that the bottom lands 
are alluvial and very fertile; that thp soil of the 
uplands ig a clark brown or mulatto color, with a 
good clay subsoil which holds manure splendidly, 
and that there i8 just enough sand in the soil to 
sconr a plough well. HI" also says: :l\1any North
ern men come here expecting to find the soil black 
like the Northern prairie. While it is not black 
we defy any county to beat it in producing. If 

j 
yon don't bplievp this step down and look at our 
corn stalks from ten to fiftel'n feet high. millet 

ARKANSAS. 

seven to nine feet high and 80 on. Many can bear 
testimony to sarnplps fully up to the alleged height. 

Thp beautiful rolling prairie of 7,000 acres, on 
the border of which Conway, the seat of justice of 
the connty, is lo('ated, is worthy of special men 
tion. It is one of nature's lovely spots a pralne 
interspemecl wilh lwautiful RE'('ond growth oak 
forests. It might }1ropprly 1)(' called a COlnhina 
tion of prairiEl and forec,t lan<1. 'flH'TE' is no 
doubt, however, that not longer ago than tht' 
bpginning of the ninett'enth century it was almost 
wholly H treeless prairie. A reliable citizen of the 
county, Dr. J. J. JoneR, a settlpr of 1851, sayR 
that at that time the trees on this prairif', now 
measuring sixteen inches in diameter, were then 
only" little saplings." By cutting thesf' trees 
and counting the rings the annual growths on 
the stumps, the proof that they have nearly all 
grown in the last fifty years will readily appear. 
A few of the very large trees, locatt'd far apad, 
probably stood here at the beginning of the 
century. 

The general trE-nd of the surface of Faulkner 
County, as shown hy the direction of its watE'r 
courses) is toward the south and southwest. Thp 
Arkansas River ~trikeR the western boundary of the 
county at the mouth of the Cadron, and flowing 
thence southerly and southeasterly it forms the 
southwestern houndary of the county down to the 
mouth of the Palann. The Cadron Creek with its 
"Test Fork enters the county neal' its northwest 
corner, and flowing in a southerly dirertion it 
soon becomes and continues to be the wefltern 
boundary of the county down to its conflUEmce 
with the Arkansas. The North Fork of the Cadron 
enters the county near the center of its northern 
boundary, and flows thf'nce southwesterly to its 
confiuence with the ,Vest Furk The East Fork 
of the Ca(hon {\nters the county from the east and 
flows westerly to its junction with the main stream 
on the wl?stern boundary. 

About two fifths of the area of the county lies 
north of this creek The Palarm rises in the 
southE'a~tern part of the county, and runs thence 
in a southwesterly direction to its confluence with 
the Arkansas. These are the principal streams of 

t 
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the county, all of which haVf'l numerous tributaries 
and afford excellent drainage. A small portion of 
the extreme houtheast part of the> county is drained 
by creekR flowing into Pulaski County. Good 
springs abound throughout the county, and Rome 
of them, especially the Pinnacle and Cascade 
Springs, are noted for their medicinal properties. 
An abundant supply of good well water is obtain
able everywhere except on the mountain ridges, at 
a depth of from fifteen to twenty five feet. Cis
terns are also in use by those preferring that kind 
of water. 

According to Prof. Owen's geology, the hills 
of the county seldom exceed 300 feet in height, 
and are compos8d mostly of thin-bedded sand 
stones, underlaid by reddish siliceous, and dark 
argillaceous shale9. In the level portions of the 
county the latter shaly members underlie the fine 
tracts of grass land, which afford excellent .pastur
age for cattle. In this connection it is proper to 
say that the fine prairie lands, especially in the vi
cinityof Conway, were formerly covered with a 
wild grass of luxuriant growth, excellent for hay, 
but after having been mowed two or three times, 
upon and aftel· the completion of the Little Rock 
& Fort Smith Hailroad it ceased to grow, and sas
safras bushes came up extensively in its stead. 

Thin beds of coal have been opened in many 
places upon the waters of the Cadron, that range 
in thickness from four to twenty inches. In Sec 
tion 7, Township 5 north, Range 12 west, a four 
inch seam of coal is interpolated flmong the shales. 
It is a more solid coal than beds found in Pope 
and Johnson Counties, highly bituminous and 
very black; it has but little tendency to crumhIe, 
and breaks with a smooth angular fracture. In 
the northeast part of the county, close to the Bull 
Mountain, the dark shales under the millstone grit 
are fractured, dislocated, and traversed by veins of 
quartz, associated with talc and other allied mag~ 
nesian minerals; the shales, for some dif-ltance on 
either side of these veins, are undnrated, altered, 
and more or less metamorphosed. The siliceous 
vein traverses the disturbed shales in a northeafot 
and southwest course for several miles. ,"here 

~~e quartz veins P"'" through Section U, 'fown. 

ship 8 nOl'th, Range 11 west. several shallow pits 
have been sunk to investigate theh- character. All 
that were discovered proved to be talcose slates, 
and fine transparent crystals of quartz. These 
pits, however, were too shallow to prove the metal 
liferolls character of the veins. Judge Lincoln, 
previously quoted, says: "The minerals of this, 
like most counties in the State, are as yet unde
veloped. Coal, copper, lead, iron and manganese 
are found in many portions of the county." 

Tim bel' is abnndant, and consistfl of all the va 
rieties of oak, also hickory, ash, pine, cyprefls, 
gum, cottonwood, walnut, cedar, hackbel'l'Y, mul
berry, sycamore, etc.~ 

Tame grasses have not been cultivated but 
to a limited extent, enough only to prove that they 
can be raised with profit. The hay produced has 
generally been ~ade of wild grass. 

As yet Faulkner is mostly an agricultural 
county, consequently its developed resources are 
principally agricultural; it has, however, other re
sources, some of which have been partially and 
others not at all developed. In 1880 the county 
contained 1,786 farms, and 53,383 arres of im
proved lands, and the estimated value of all farm 
products for the year 1879 was $G2H,225. The 
present number of farms, acres of improved lands, 
and value or productions, can not now be given, 
but the census of 1'390 will give the proper figures, 
which will be interesting to compare with thA 
figures here noted for 1880. In that year the 
county produced 34-7,062 bushels of Indian corn, 
39,2-17 bushels of oats, 18,197 bushels of wheat, 
$12,573 of orchard products, 2(j8 tons of hay, 
8,692 bales of cotton, 11,913 bushels of Irish po
tatoes, 11,074- bushels of sweet potatoes. All of 
these productions, when compared with the pro 
c1uctions of other counties of similar size within 
the State, are very large. It will be readily seen, 
however, that the principal articles were then, as 
they are now, corn and cotton. 

Ac('orc1ing to the census of 1880 the live stock 
in the county was enumeTated flS follows: Horses, 
2,270; mules and asses, 1,240; neat cattle, 8,725; 
sheep. 4,O()O; bogs, 23,9SQ. In 1888 the live 
stock of the county was listed for taxation as fol
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lows: Horses, 2,84-1; mules and asses, 1,001; 
neat cattle, 13,873; sheep, 3,107; hogs, 18,45l. 
The comparison of these figures is not exactly fair, 
for the reason that the enumeration reported for 
1880 was taken wholly for statiRtical purposes, 
while the enumeration for 1C,t3b W(th takpn for taxa 
tlon. The comparison, howevPf, is aecnrate euough 
pE'rtaining to all animals otber than tLoRe raised 
for slaughtering purposes. It will bE' more inter· 
esting and more reliable to compare the figures 
given in the next United States census reports 
with the figures first above givE'n. The ('onnty is 
well adapted to the l'aising of live stoC'k, and this 
will eventually become one of the leading indus
tries. 

Horticulture is anothE'r source of inCOlll€\ but 
as yet haH not been developed to any considerable 
extE'nt, the amount of fruits raised thus far being 
mostly for home consumption. The county is 
fairly adapted to thE' raising of apples and pears, 
though not so weB as those of a higher altitude. 
It is, however, especially well suited to the rais
ing of peaches and all manner of small fruit8, ex
cepting, perhaps, cherries. 

The lumbering industry is a source of eonsidpru
ble income. There are ten saw and three shingle 
mills in the county, which turn out large quanti 
ties of shingles and lumber daily. The saw and 
shingle mills near Mayflower and Preston, on thE' 
line of the railroad, do a goou business and ship a 
great amount of shingle/:! and lumber to other 
States. 'fhe nearest mill to Conway is about four 
miles. Lumber, the best quality, at the mills, can 
be bought for $8 per thousand.; delivereLl in Con
way it cost'3 from $10 to $11 per thousanu feet. 
" A No.1" shingles cost $2.50 per tho1lf:;and 
(pamphlet of Judge Lincoln). This industry will 
continue for many years, as the supply of timber 
is very large. Many other industries not here 
nUllleu can be developed. 

Amusement more or les'3 profitable for the 
sportsman can be found in FaulknE'r Uounty, as 
the Arkansas River and other streams abound with 
fine fish, and wild turkeys anu deer are rather nu
merous in certain localitieH. 

In 1778 John Standlee and others explored the 

country along the Arkansas River, and Mr. Standlee 
then selected the spot of grollnd on whieh he desired 
to mak!' his future Lome. Afterward, in Us 11, hiR 
son in law, John C. Benedict, with his family, set
tled in the county suhsequently known as New 
Maarid (Missouri Territory). From this connty, in 
the fall of that YNtr, Mr. t;tnndlfw·, 1\'lr, Belleaiet, 
\r illiam and David Standlee set ont to explorE' nf'W 
country, and wero absent from hOl11t" about two 
years. In ]814 John Standlee l'etnrnt'd with his 
family to Arkansas, and settled upon the identical 
spot selected by him thirty Elx years prior thereto. 
Here he lived until his death, which occnrred in 
August, 1"l20. The tract of land chosen by this 
old pioneer Rettler, and upon which he made his 
final home, lies in what has long been known aR 

the "Benerlict Settlement," npon the Arkamms 
Hiver, in the southwest part of the present county 
of Faulkner. 

In the spring of 1'318 John C. Benedict and 
h18 family, consisting of hirnsel:f and wife and five 
children, set out to finel a home in the Arkansas 
country near where Mr. Standlee had located. They 
were accompanied by two Scotchmen named Ander
son and Frazier. On tueir overland journey, after 
crossing Little Red River, they found but onE' 
house until they ani ved at the mouth of the Cadron, 
which place they reached April 18. This house, 
located in what is now Hardin Township, was then 
occupied by four bachelor brothers the vVyleys 
named, respectively, Abraham, Isaiah, 'Villiam and 
Obadiah. How long they had been there is not 
known. Upon the arrival of the Bf'nedict family 
at the mouth of the Oadl'on) they found there a 
block house, which had been erected by settlers 
preceding them, as a place of saft"ty from the hos
tile Indians. The preceding settlers then locatC'd 
in and about this block house were John l\IcEl 
murray and his BOllR David, BobNt, John ana Har
vey; Benjamin Murphy, the McFarlands, Harvey 
Hager and the Newells then lived JURt below the 
Cadron Bluff. Going down the Arkansas to the 
point now known as "RE'd Hill," l\Ir. Benedict 
found the settlement of Adam Kuykendall, with 
his sons Amos, Peter and Adam, Jr. Two or three 
miles lower down he found the settlement of Charles 
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AJams, Reuben Euston and ~1r. Oarlisle and sons; 
foul' miles farther dowu were the habitations of 
Thomas and John Bul'l'ows, and J ames Lemons. 

Near the mouth of the Palarm he found the 
settlement of the Flanagins and ilIassengills. There 
were two of the Flanagins-Hugh and Bill broth
ers, also two brothers of the Uassengills. The 
latter brothers each had two wives, and each wife 
had a large number of chihlren. The Flanagins 
also had large families. These men the Flan
agins and ~1assengills had been Tories during the 
Revolutionary \Yar, and at the end of that :-,truggle, 
finding it unpleasant and perhaps unsafe to remain 
on the Atlantic coast, flecl to the interior with the 
Indians, and finally drifted along as outlaws, be 
coming accustomed to and assuming the habits of 
the" "Wild men of the forest, ., and located on the 
Arkansas. where the}- were found by :Mr. Benedict. 
They occupied a position in civilization above the 
Indians and below the whites. )1r. Benedirt 
bought his first home on the Arkansas of William 
Flanagin, and soon thereafter, when the white set
tINS became more numerous, the Flanagins and 
:J1assengills, preferring to liYe lleyond the reach of 
civilization, .. picked up their traps" and movell 
to a uewer conntry. where the laws of new comers 
would not annoy them. 

In 1818, the year that the Benedicts arrived, 
'Villiam anll John StamUee erectC'u the first saw 
and grist mill in the territory now embraced in 
Faulkner County. It was a water power mill, and 
stoo{l on a bayou or creek about a mile from the 
site of the present Hamilton .JIills. This mill was 
afterward rebuilt by the Benedicts, and operated 
by them for many years. In 1818 the white set
tlements, excepting those directly on the Al'kansas, 
were from twenty to fifty miles apart. and con 
tained hut two or three families in each. Immedi
ately thereafter, immigration became more rapid, 
and among the next settlers of the territory 
now composing Faulkner Oounty, were John 
Englebright, a tanner am1 cnrrier, who establi~hed 
the tirst successful tannery, boot and shoe shop 
west of the Mississippi in this latitude; Abner R. 
Eastwood, a turner and manufacturer of chairs 
and spinning wheels, who hegan to manufactme 

these articles. and James Stevenson, who opened 
up another boot and f..hoe shop. About the same 
time John U. Benetlict e'3tabli~hed and operated a 
hatter's shop, and the Standlee brother:., erected 
a blacksmith and wheelwright shop. A sillall store 
was opened by two Frenchmen, Droup and Refell. 
and at the mouth of the Oadron, John l\lcDlmur 
ray and Richard ~lontgomel'Y were engaged in 
selling goods. 

The foregoing information pertaining to early 
settlement has been obtained and pl'eserved by 
Judge E. 1\1. Merriman, of Oonway. from that well
known and highly esteemec1 old settler and fanner 
citizen of Faulkner Count), ~Ir. Russell ,Yo Bene
dict, a son of John O. BeneLliet, who was a hright 
youth when his father settled on the Arkansas. 
About a year ago this distinguished citizen, 1\1r. 
Benedict, moved to Texas to Ii, e with, or near, his 
children. Mr. Benedict says that when his father's 
family arrived. in ]blS, there had not. np to that 
time, so far as his father's observations extended, 
been a foot of land plowed or cultivated here ont 
side of a few garrlen spots; that the few settlers 
had Huppurted themselves entirely with the pro 
ceeds derived from hunting and fi:-,hing. In this 
way they suppliec1 their families with meat. and 
obtainpd their groceries and other proyisions by 
trading peltries to tho">e wbo shipped provisions 
up the Arkansas in keelboats. 

Following are the names of later settlers in dif
ferent localities. The first settler in Cadroll Cove 
was a hunter by the name of Berry. A.bont the 
year 1 bJQ ,yilliam Durnall anel his brother Jam es. 
and Dudley and Thomas Sublett (all from Ken 
tucky), and John Yates, settleel in the same coye. 
001. Arthur Haye:-, and Hugh Blackman, both from 
Tennessee, settled there in 11)50, and Dr. J. J. 
Jones. now living near Oon way, came from Ala
bama and settlNI in the sallie cove in 18;)1. The 
first settlers in that part of Greasey Yalley. now 
included in Faulkner Oounty, were the Linns, 
~1artins, Bedfords, Dougla:-.es, Bennetts, and 
Thomas Bradley. The pioneer-; of the :i.\Iortpl' 
Creek settlelllent were the Plants, l\1artins, Hamil
tons and Atkinsons. In Ib51 the Atkinsons built 
a water·power saw and grist-mill in this settlement, t 
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on the East Fork of the Oadroo, and the following 
year Dr. J. J. Jones built a similar mill on the 
Cadron, in Cadron Cove. About the year j 8;)7, 
Jonathan Hardin settled in the \iVyley bettlernent, 
in the township that now bears his name. Other 
early settlers of this locality were Hinkle, John 
Ingram and Daniel Powell, the latt61' ot whom is 
still living. In Muddy Bayou Township the pioneer 
settlers were Granville, Tilman and Pryor Hogue, 
brothers, and three brothers by the nallle of J\Iay. 
berry, all from Tennessee. Among the first settlers 
or East Fork Township were B. V. King, ,V illiam 
Frazier, Elijah Jone'3 and the Sparkses. rrhe pio 
neers of Union Township were some of the Kuyken 
dalls, Thomas McMullen, Jesse l\Iellett, John Allen, 
-- Garman and Brinkley Ty ler, the latter now 
living in Conway at a very advanced age. A. J. 
Lucas settled on the prairie about one and a half 
miles southwest of the present town of Oonway, 
and the Lackeys, 'fhomas and his brother, about 
the same distance west of the town site, and the 
,yidow Hogan and her sons about a illile west 
thereof, as early as and probably earlier than 
1852. About the same time James J ostlin settled 
in this locality, and in 1834 George Miller settled 
three miles south of the site of Conway. At the 
outbreak of the Civil ,Var, the settlements of the 
territory now included in Faulkner Oounty were 
much scattered and the population was very 
small. 

The Little Rock awl Fort Hmith Hailroad en 
ters the county from the south, near the mouth of 
the Palarm, and runs thence in a northerly direc 
tion, leaving Pine Mountain between it and the 
Arkansas River on the west, to Uonwa) , from 
whence it runs in a westerly direction, and crosses 
the Cadron, the western bounuary of the county, 
at a point about a mile in a direct line from the 
Arkansas River. It was completed through the 
county in 1872, and its length within these limits 
is about twenty miles. The liop of the proposed 
Fort Smith and Des Arc Railway passes east and 
west through the county hy way of Conway. A 
north and south railroad is also contemplated. 
The shipping facilitips for the county at present 
are the Little Rock & Fort Smith Railroad, the 

,... 

Arkansas Hiver, and the Iron Mountain Hailroad 
Oll the eat., t and t-iOI1 thea.,t. 

Tho act creating Faulkner Oounty, provided 
that aU law caBOt; of partieH residing therein, which 
had been commenced in either of the counties of 
Conway or Pulaski and then pending, should be 
prosecuted to final action in the courts where they 
were commenced. It also provided that the county 
should be attached to and made a part of the Sev
enth judicial circuit. It has since been trans· 
ferred to the Sixth judicial circuit, composed of 
the counties of Lonoke, Oleburne, Van Buren, 
Faulkner and Pulaski. During the short time im
mediately following the organization of the county, 
when the county court was composed of a board of 
commissioners, the circuit court had jurisdiction 
over all probate business; but upon the reorgani
zation of the county court in 1874-, this jurisdiction 
was transferred back to the county court. The 
first term of the probate court, separate from that 
of the county court, presided over, however, by the 
same judge, was held on the third Monday of J an~ 
uary, 1875. The first term of the circuit court 
held for Faulkner County began on the second 
Monday of September, 1873. The chancery court 
of the county of Faulkner was established in 1885. 
The organization of the county court has been 
mentioned in connection with the county organiza. 
tion. The terms of these several courts commence 
as follows: County, on the first Mondays of J ann 
ary, April, July and October; probate, on the 
third Mondays of the same months; circuit, on the 
fourth Mondays of January and July; chancery, 
fourth Mondays of March and September. 

The resident attorneys composing the legal bar 
of Faulkner Oounty, are J. H. Hanoel, Samuel 
Frauenthal, G. ,V. Bruce, G. 'V. Rice, E. M. 
Merriman, L. 0. Lincoln, P. H. Prince, \V. O. 
Bowen, J. W. Duncan, John Harrod and .J. T. 
Harper. 

The people of the territory now included in 
Faulkner Oounty played a conspicuoUt, part in the 
Oivil War, even though the connty was not then 
organized. In the SUlllmer of 1 S61, several com
panies were raised in Conway and adjoining coun
ties for the rrenth Arkansas Confederate Regiment. 

., 
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Capts. J. 1\1. Yenable and Obed Patty each raised 
a campau}' for this regiment, and both of them 
were enlisted almost entirely from tb e territory 
now composing Faulkner County. Capt. J. \Y. 
Dllncan raised a company at 8pringfield, then the 
county seat of Conway Couuty. and about half of 
his llien were obtained from the ea::;t siue of the 
Cadron. Capt. S. S. Ford also organizeu a com 
pan)' at Springfield, an~ a large number of his 
men went from east of the Calhon. Capt. R. S. 
Fears raised a company in the viciuity of 1\Iollnt 
Yernon. largely recruited from territory now in 
Faulkner County. Capt. A. R. \Yitt raised a com 
pany at Quitman, Cleburne County. and obtained 
a portion of his men from neighbOThoods now 
in this county. All of the~e companies joined 
the aforesaid regiment, which wa:" organized at 
Springfield, and mu~tered into the service under 
Col. T. D. :~\Ierrick in July, 18CH. The Tenth 
Arkansas Regiment sen ed to the close of the war, 
having made long and laborious marches. and par
ticipated in man.\ skirmishes and battles: the first 
great uattle being that of Shiloh, fought April 6 
and 7, 1 \f)2. 

~ear the clo",e of the war, and after the terri 
tory fell into the LInion lines, some troops werE' 
raised in it for tllE' Federal army. It is said that 
some of the~e were de[:-erters from the Confederate 
army, and home returned Union refugees. They 
joined the Third Arkansas Federal Hegiment. No 
engagements between the <;onteIllling armies took 
l)lacE' during the war in what is now Faulkner 
County. A few men were killed by guerrill as or 
bushwhackers, and the county was OVerrun to some 
extent by scouting parties. but it escaped the rav 
ages of war much better thau many other localities 
in the State. 

The war having long been over. the fripnds of 
the contending factions now meet and mingle and 
tran~act busi Dess as though it had never occurred. 

At the lleginning of the Civil ,Yar, ill 1 i.,Gl, 

thpre was not a town, village or trading poiut in 
the present territory of Faulkller Connty, except
ing a little store at Duncan's Gap, in what i-, now 
Cypress TO\vnship. The population was then 
thinly t3cattered. and the trading was done mostly at 

Springfield, thp county spat of Conway County, to 
which the territory then mostly belonged. The 
first store opened after the close of the war ,vas 
that of G. B. Evans, which was kept auont a mile 
north of the present town of Conway. 

Conway, the shire town of the county, was 
founded in 187L by the original proprietor of the 
site, Col. A. P. HobiIlson, who on the ] st day of 
August of that year laid out that part of the town, 
including the railroad depot, and on the sallie an
gle with the railroad. He afterward replatteu the 
town and included much additiunal tplTitory ont 
sidf.l of the original plat. The streets of the ad 
di tioual platted teuitory run east aIla west and 
north and south. while those of the first plat bear 
several degrees west of north. 

The site of the town is nearly level. or gently 
rolling, being on the margin of the large prairie 
previously described, and altogether it is a lJeanti 
ful location. In 1871 or 1872 R. T. Harribon 
opened the first store in the place, and the next 
one was opened by ~lax Frauenthal. \Yith the 
completion of the railroad about the same time, 
the new town began to improve, and in IS '/::3. when 
the couuty was ol'gauizeu and Conway was selE'cted 
as the county ~eat. it took on an a(1ditioual im 
petns. It was first built up wholly with wooden 
bnildings, and in 18//, whpn the court hOH'ie was 
erpc>ted, it began to build more rapidly. The fol 
lowing year, the greater part of the Imsine"'~ POl'

tion thereof, being about ten buildings on the east 
~iue of the street, extenLling northward from near 
the prespnt Frauenthal Block was clestl'oyeLl by 
fire. The burnt district \'\'as again covered with 
wooden buihlings, and again destroyed by fire. 

The first brick block erected was the Frauen 
thaI buildin~ put up ill 1880. Since that time the 
burnt district and llluch more ground has all been 
covered with fine brick blocks. The whole or 
nearly all of the business portion of the town is 
covered with substantiaL modern-styled 1>1'ic::r 
blork;;, which give it a very favorable a-,pect. 
There are llearly forty one and two ~tory In'ick 
husiness house~, and there are a numher of heRuti 
ful residences scattered over the town, con~trnctea 

with a view to "owiart ana atlractiveues" :.~ 
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8ur!'oundeu by lovely shrubbery and w€'ll laid out 
lawns, showing tb€' rennE-ct amI cultivated tast('s of 
the iuhabitants. There are, besides, pll?uty or 
humhle homes, comfortal,lo awl JlPat, sho\\ ing that 
the town is al'3o th€' hOlle of the mechanic and 
working man. 

The population of Conway in lb~O Wft<j 1,028, 
and it is now estimated at from 1,300 to 1,700. 
The town containR the public buildings befor€' 
mentioned, five church euific€'s, two public Rchool 
hO"ll:5€'S (one for the white and one for the colored 
chiluren). one Catholic schoolbouse, opera Donse, 
over iifty mercantil€' firms, a flouring and gl'ist 
mill, two cotton gins, two planing-mills, fOl1odry, 
chair factory, broom and barrel factory, steam dy€, 
work, wagon factory, three llOtels (the Lincoln, 
Farrow and Francisco), a numlH::r of mecbanics' 

shops, etc. 
The societies are also w€'ll representetl, there 

being Green Grove Louge No. 107, A. F. & A. 
1'.'1.; also Masonic Chaptel' Lodge; Centl?r Link 
Lodge No. 75, 1. O. O. F.; \Yood.lam1 LOllge No. 
11, K. of P.; Faulkner Lodge No. 1,62-4-. K. of 
H.; Fred Steele Post No.3, G. A. R.; the Young 
Men's Christian Association, and perhaps others. 
The press is also well representt.. u in Conway, 
there being now published the Conway \\' eekly 
Log Cabin, in its elp.venth volume, by J. \Y. 
Underhill, ana the Faulkner County \Vheel, in 
its second volume, by G. B. Fanner. The fil'st 
of these paper8 is a sevell column folio, and is 
Democratic in politic!:>; thp. secolld is an eight
column folio, and, as its namp. indicates, it advo 
cates the canse of the Wheelers. Both paper'> are 
neatly printed and wt-'ll el1ited. The Arkansaw 
Travelel" now published in Chicago, originally 

went forth from Conway. 
The town was incorporated as parly as October, 

1875, under th~' name aml '-ityle of "The Incorpo
rateu Town of Conway." It is still incorporated 
and is working upon a good finaneial ba~i", its 
warrants being worth 100 cent:-, all the dollar. It 
is located on the Little Roek ~\l, Fort ~lllith Hail 
road, thirty mile,; from the State capital. It"l 
principal shipments are cotton, lumber, shingles, 

live stock anJ farm products. 

r 

Cadron is a station on the Little Hock ,-V, Fort 
:-)mith Railroad, nem' the western boundary of the 
('ounty. 

Cascatle iF! a village bixteen llliles east of Con 
way, containing in ib~ vicinity two gellel'al stores, 
a grist mill, drug store and hoteL 

EnJers, sitnateJ in the northeast part or the 
county, contains a saw and grist mill and cotton
gin, two stores ana a church. 

Enola, twenty miles northeast of Conway, con
tains a grist mill and cotton-gin and two stores. 

Greenbrier, a viJ1age and settlement twel ve miles 
north bearing' a littie east of Conway, boasts of 
eight general stores, three grist mills, four cotton 
gins, a st€'am saw and shingle mill, three churches, 
a school house, and a population of about 350. 

Holland, twelve miles northeast of Conway, con 
tains a saw and grist mill and cotton-gin, a general 
store, blacksmith and wood shop, and a church. 

:1\1oore is but a pObtoffice sixteen miles northeast 
of Conway. 

Martinsville, in the northwest corner of the 
county, contains a saw-liill and grist mill, a gen
eral store, drug store ano. blacksmith shop. 

Mayflower, a station on the Little Rock & Fort 
Smith Railroad, Hioe miles south of Conway, con 
taius a store, shingle mill, etc. 

Pinllacle Springs is a noted summer and health 
resort and the site of the Arkallsas Christian Col
lege. It contains a large a.nd commodious hotel 
for the accommodation of health and pleasure 
seekers, a church and the college buildings. Fol
lowing i'3 a description of the place as given in the 
Log Cabin, of its issue dated August 8, 1889: 

Pinnaclp Bprings is remarkable 101' healthful 
ness and natural beauty. It was selected as the 
site £01' the Arkansas Christian College because of 
its cpntral location (being within a few miles of 
the geographical center of the State) and its won
derfnl 8auitary atlvnntages. It':> altitude is 8uch as 
to precludA malarial influences and prevent thE' de
bilitating effects resulting from heat in places less 
favorably situated. The Pinnacle Springs are in 
Faulkner County, twenty miles nol'th of Conway. 
They are accessible from this point by a most 
excellent road. An analysis of the water shows a 
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rare combination of minerals and gases, carbonate 
of iron and manganese lwing founa in good pro 
portions, with an almnc1ance of glairiue, an ele 
ment very rare in springs of this class, and giying 
the wat81'S unusual curative and invigorating 
pToperties. Thirteen springs of Jifferent waters 
are within one mile of each other, and on every 
hand stand monuments of nature's handiwork. 
The Cadron, a gushing mountain stream. spreads 
its clear, crystal waters into three beautiful lakes, 
known as the ' , Professor's Pool, " " Spring 
Lake," and" Grotto Bathing PooL" 

The Pinnacles, from "hich these springs took 
their names, are situated one haH mile belmv the 
college building. They are two abrupt projec 
tions, 160 feet high, and appear to be links of a 
mountain that the rushing Cadron had worked its 
pathway between. The ,Yest Pinnacle is the most 
sublime of the two. Secreted back of the East 
Pinnacle is the "Hidden Bea11ty." which makes 
the east and west sicle equally attractivE'. Further 
down the creek is thE' "OwPs Home," then the 
" Bear's Cave" -in fact. the creek winds its ,va) 
through the mountain <;tpeps and crags for seven 
mile8 and comes back to the Alum Blnffs, where 
the freaks of nature are so varied. hO grand. so 
peculiar, so picturesque that a volume conld be 
written. 

This section having a fine climate, goml water. 
and being ,veIl adapted for agricultural products, 
and especially for the quality aml variety of fruits. 
Pinnacle offers many attractions to those wishing 
to make their homes in a college community for 
the purpose of giving their chil(lreu tht" best edu
cational advantages. Pinnacle Springs is freE' 
from saloons. theatres and other place~ so alluring 
and pernicious. 

The fir~t school yeal' of the college orenell SE'P 
tember 2, 18~U, and will contillue uille months. 
CommE'ncement exercises will take place in tLe 
first week in June, Ib~H). Pl'f'si(leIlt ,Yillialll 
l\Ioseley is at the head or the facnlt.\. <lwl thl' 
boarding (lepartmellt is nwle1' the illlmf:'tliatp care 

of himself and wife. 

j 
Palal'm i::; a station on the Little ROl'k L\<; Fort 

Smith Railroad, at the cOllnty' s southern houndary. 

Preston, a station on the Little Rock &, Fort 
Smith Hailroad, six miles south of Conway, con 
tains a general store, shingle-mills, etc. 

Yilona. thirteen miles east of Conway, includes 
in its near vicinity two churches, one school-house. 
three general stores, grist mill and cotton gin, and 
blacksmith shop. 

\Vooster, eight miles north of Conway, con
tains a saw and grist mill, and cotton gin, a gen
eral store, shop, etc. 

Mount Vernon, in the township of the same 
namC' twenty foul' miles northeast of Conway, has 
therein, and in its vicinity, two churches, a school 
house, five general stores, grist-mills and rotton
gins, a drug ~tore, shops, etc., and a population 
of about :Z50. 

In addition to what has lJeen mentioned, nearly 
all of these villages contain a pos'loffice and one or 
more physicians, and nearly alJ have been founded 
since 1810. 

The educational progress made in Faulkner 
County under the free school system, will appear 
by reference to the following ~tatistics taken from 
the report of the State superintendent of public 
instruction for the year ending J nne ;:30, 1888: 

Scholastic population: \Yhite, ruales, :Z, 1"28; 
females, ~.-i\1; total, 5,209; colored, males, 
53(); f0males. 4:~U; total. 1, n-i5; grand total. 6, :23-t-. 

Number of pupils taught in the public schools: 
'White, males, :2,6H>; femalE's, 1.4:32; total :2,OJ8; 
colorpd, mal.. ,:>, 3-1-:2; female's, 33'-,; total. ()80; ag
gregate, J, I~\. School llistricts, ] 00; l1Ulllber 
reporting. seventy one. 'reachers employed, males, 
eighty-two: females, thirteen; total, ninety-five. 
AVel'Hge monthly salaries: First grade. males, $-1:3: 
females. :--i37. ;-)0. Amount E'xpended for h"achers' 
salaries. $\.331. OG; for building and repairing, 
81, ()33. I:?: for pUl'cha~ing apparatus, etc., $()U3A~) j 
for treasurer's commis",iont>. ~310. 73; total, 810, 
3bS.4.:2. 

Acconling to the foregoing figures II per eeut of 
thp white awl (j3 per eput of the eolored scholahtic 
p{)pulation attended and were enl'01l0d in tht' public 

s~hools. It it> presumahle. howP\ 10'1', that a greater 
per cent attewle(l for the reason that a rmmlJer of the 

schools were not reported in this respect. The report I t r~~-F--------~--------~~ 
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HllOWH that Faulkner is up with the average coun· 
tif'S of the 8tate in mailitaining the free Deuool 
systpm, which ill thib State i~ yet ill its iufaury. 
l\1any improvements can he made in th(l Hystf'lll 
awl the schoolD under it. The Arkansas Chl:istian 
College is rnentioll{"c1 in cOllIlPctiull with PinuadH. 
and the Catholic schoul with the Catholic Chnreh. 
These are the only schools in the county ac;ide from 
the public free Rchools. 

800n after Conway was founded a Mpthodi:c,t 
Episcopal Church, South. was organizpd thprein, 
and a slllall frame edifice. in which to w Jrship, \\ as 
erected in the north part of the town. In 11583 the 
society erected a lal'ger frame edifice, which f->tanlls 
in the north west part of the town, and recently a 
small dwelling house ana the lot on whieh it 
it:! placed, situated convenient to the church, has 
been pnrchat-,f'd for a parsonage. The 01J. church 
building has been sold to the colored Baptists, by 
whom it is used for worship. Thl:' l\1ethoJ.ist Epis
copal Church, 80uth, at COIlway, is known as the 
Conway Station, and has a membership of allOut 
135, with Hev. E. A. Tabor as present pastor. 
The Conway ]Uission consids of seven preaching 
appointments in the vieinity of Oonway, none of 
which is 1ll0H~ than ten miles distant therefrom, 
and Rev. S. C. Maddox is the pl'esE'nt pastor in 
charge. The Mount VenlOn circuit lies in the llorth
ea~t part of the county, has four church edifices 
and about six appointlllPnts. ACl'onling to the 
last conference milmtf-'~ tht' mPlllben.,hip was .J:! 1. 
Hev. J. H. Head i-, the pl'esPIlt raDtor. 'I'LIt' Cad 
ron circuit has four church edifice!'> anll about 
seven appointments. Hev. U. H. Culpepper is 
pastor and the memhership is l'eporteJ. at 256. 
The foregoing, it is helieved, compriset-, all the or 
ganizerl churches of this denomination within the 
county. A 8unclay school 18 taught at Oonway 
Station all thf' year l'ouml, and abuut half of tbe 
country churchefl ~ustain Sunday schools. 

A Baptist Church was organized at Conway ill 
] ~ 71. by Hev. W. T. Box. AftC'rwal'd a frame 
cln1l'eh f'difice wa") erectp<l, wbich was dedicated in 
l\larch, 1S7(). It wa:-. dec,tro) eel by the eyclone 
which passed over the town A pri! J4:, 1S1)3, anJ. 
the corner stone of the present handsome brick 

church waH laid May ~~ 1"150. It was finished for 
ust' in 1~87, but not lwillg fnlly paid for at this 
writing, it has llot as yet lWPIl dedicated. Hev. J. 
M. ,J acksun is the pre!:>put paf>10r, anel the member
ship is abont C'ig-llty -fivp ill rmmber. Other churcLes 
of thi~ denomination in Faulkupr Uounty, as re 
porteLl in th0 minute'S of the procepdings of the 
,. Grepnbripr Association" at its laf.,t annual meet 
ing. tugetlwr with the names of pastors and the 
membpl'bbip of each, arC' as follows: Uadron Val
h...y, TIev. V. Turner, '27; Carwy, not reported; 
1\lacedouia, Hey. P. H. (j lover, 0-1; l\Iount Zion, 
Uev. G. N. Brown. ~G; Needs Ureuk, Hev. "\-V. l\1. 
l\lilb, G",; New Hope and New Bethel, no reports; 
Oak Bowery, Hev. G. G. Howard, 4~; Pleasant 
Valley, Hev. G. \V. FOl'll, 74:; Star Gap, Rev. P. 
H. Glover, 3;); IJalef>tine, Rev. C. B. Parsons, 67; 
Spring Hill and Salem, no reporth; 8ulphur Springs, 
W. 1\1. l\1illb, 30; Sharon, Hev. C. B. Parsons, 
50; Vilonia, no report; 8Lady Grove, Rev. W. M. 
1\iills, 12. According to the minutes of the last 
meeting of the" Middle ArkansaR Missionary Bap 
tist Association," held at Springfield, Conway 
Oount), in August, ] 8~S, there are eleven organi
zations of this denollJination III Faulkner County 
among the colored people. 

A coluny of Homan Catholics was founded in 
and about Conway by FathPI' Strub, and in ] i:57F.. 
Father Brehm, a nativE' of Swit.terlanu, established 
the Oonway Parish and remained. with it one year. 
Hf' was succeeded by Father Strub, of MorrilltoIl, 
\"ho vif>itea the parish and officiated for a short 
time. He was followed in November, 1~7V, by 
Father Steurer, who served until November, 18b8. 
Father Schmidt, the' present priest, has served 
since tbe latter elate. The pm'i~h grounds, 'con 
sisting uf about seven acres in the sonthern sub 
urhs of the town, wel'E~ donated to the bishop in 
trust for the clll1rch by 001. A. P. Hobinson, the 
proprif.:'tor of the town site. The first edifice, a 
frame building, was hlown down in the cyclone of 
1b~3, and the preht>nt one, also a frame building, 
was prected soon afterwanl, anJ. was c1e<.licated 
May 1~, ] ~r...,.J., by Bishop Fitzgerald. It cost about 
$-i,OOO. In the same inclosure is also a large 
frame re::.idence for the priest. The parish is 
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composed of eighty five' families at this writing, 
from at least three different nationalities, the Gel' 
man mostly predominatillg. In cOLlnection with 
the parish, but in a different inclosure, awl OIl the 
opposite side of the railroad, is the Catholic school 
conducted by the Sisters of Mercy. This school 
was established in 1878, and the honse was erectf'd 
the following year. It is taught from Reven to 
eight months each year, and the attendance of 
pupils averages from sixty to sixty five. 

The Christian Church of Conway was organized 
in the spring of 18bt3, by Elder J. J. SE'tliff, a 
State Sunday school evangelist, with some thirty 
constituent members. There have been about 
twenty accessions since, but on account of t..leaths 
and removals the present member~hip is about the 
same in number as the original. This organiza 
tion, as yet, has no church edifice, but it is kindly 
supplied with room in other churches when desired. 
At this writing it is not favored with a re,g;ular 
pastor. There is a Christian ChuTch at Pirmac1e 
Springs, the site of the Arkansas Christian College, 
another at Duncan's school house about six Illiles 
east of Conway. one near Otto, in the lo\ver part 
of the county, and some others, altogether com
prising within the county all estimated member
ship of from JOO to 500. 

The German Evangelical Lutheran Church was 
organized in Conway in the snmmer uf l"-,SJ, by 
Rev. F. Herzberger, with about twelve familie~, 
and the streIlgth of the church has not materially 
increased since, for the reason that 1ll0!:'t of the 
recent German immigrants are Catholics. The 
present church edifice, a frame, was erected ill the 
fall of 18'3-1, very soon after the church was organ
ized. Rev. F. Frederking is the present pastor, 
and as the majority of the cOllgregation do not 
fully under::.tand English the sE'nices art' mostly 
held in the German language. It is the ollly 
organization of this uenomination in Faulkner 
County. 

The Conway Cumherland Pre~b: terian Chnrch 
was organized in Nmemuer, 1'-lEi I, by Rev. ,J. P. 
Ru"-,sell, with sixteen constituent member..,. and the 
membership has since grown to about thirty. 

~.-::Y have no regular pastor now. A lot Oil which 
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to erect an edifice has been donated to the church 
by Col. Robillson, and a building will be erectf'd 
thereon aD soon as the organization is able. They 
worship in the Methodist and Baptist ChU1"ches, 
and cOLlduct their Sunday srhool in the public 
school house. There are no other churches of thiH 
denomination in the county, but member:::; thereof, 
not affiliating with any organization at present, are 
scattered throughout the country. 

In audition to those already name(l there are a 
full supply of colored church organizations here. 
They are mostly Baptists and .lHethodists, and have 
two orgaIlizatioIls of each in the town of Conway. 

A Young Men's Christian Association was or
ganized in Conway in January, 1bS8, by the Chris
tian peopI'e of the town. Capt. 'V. ,Yo l\lartin is 
now the president, and there is a vice-president 
from each of the following churches: l\lethodist 
Episcopal, South, Baptist, Cumberland Presby
terian, Christian and Lutheran. The Association 
has about 100 members, ana a libral'y containing 
L 500 vulumes, 800 of whieh were purchased in 
1888 and the balance in 18'39. The rooms of the 
A'3sociation are open for reaclillg every day from 
8 A. 1\1. to U.30 P. )1., and l'egular services are 
held e\ f'ry Sunday at J P. 1\1. This society is do 
ing much good. and great harmooy prevails between 
the ~everal churches and the people in general. 

rrhe Sunday schools of the county havp joined 
in a county Sunday sch()ol urganization, and their 
last annual meeting wa~ hehl in Comvay Augn~t 
30, ] b"',g, with J. G. Gist as president and J. ]\I. 

C. Yanghter, secretar)'. Afternoon and evening 
sesRiolls were held. and sixteen Sunday schools 
were reprE-sentell. Verily, the good work goes 00, 

and Christianity prugresses. 

In general the pf'ople of Fanlkner County are 
intelligent and industrious, kind and hospitahle, 
and anxiou~ to assist in promoting the growth, de
velopment and matf'rial wealth of the conntry ; 
yet therp are among them a very few would he 
represeutatiye men, fossiL-, of the indolent aris 
tocmcy of former days, who are stlllllhliug' bl )cks 
in the way of tIlt> wheels of progres<-;. The~e men 
can not atlapt thl'illsehes to the new conditiun of 
affairs, uut spentl their tillle vainly regretting that 
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the oIll order of thillg'"l hac.; pa~~ed away amI pl,wpd 

them 011 a level with" C'omll1(Jll people" ill gain lng 
a livelihood. This ChtbS of men are n.lwH\S <;\18 

picious of stral1gprs awl new entel'pl'i:-ws; b~lt it j~ 
an inval'iable rule that those who entc,rtaill llli~
givings towartl others themselves neetl cloe-.e watch 
ing, tile reason being that they form jndgment hy 
a persollal standard. Fortunately for Faulkner 
County, these remnants of a uygone agf' are few 
ill number, and will soon pa~'3 away, ~witbout much 
regret being mallifested at their .:..lepal'ture. 

\Villiam H. Adams, active III the affair~ of 
Faulkuel' County as a farmer and stock-raiser. was 
born April 20, 183U. his parents being Charle') and 
Ellen (Hankin) AJams. The formf'r wab a native 
of Perry County. Ark., and among the earlirr set 
tlers of that part of the country. He delightpd in 
speaking of the early days when the locality wa'3 
new aud the inhabitants scarce; IndianR. bearb and 
deer being iu the majority. HE' was also a pioneer 
in thi5 community. His father comillg from old 
Virginia, awl spttling here. made the Adams fam 
i1y actively E'llgaged in opening up the country. 
Charles Adam!:> died ~lUarch 1:Z, 1SCS-1, and his wiff1 
died in 1&60. vVilliam H. Ada.ms, their only child, 

has livea ill the vicinity of his hirthplace all his 
life, followillg the vocation of a farlUP!'. Febru 
<try -t, 1~B;), hI' was marri('(l to Mise-. l\Iaggif' Duke, 

a danghter of .T. R. Dnke, one of thp infinential 

fanner.;; of Fanllmt'r County. lUI'. and Mrs. Ad 
ams havp two daughters: Nanc} E. (ho1'11 Dect'llJher 
1-1, ] S8(j) awl Birti(' ,J. (born JaIlUary U, 1'->YV.) 
lUI'. Adams is an enterprising young farllwl', awl 
has forty acreE-, of lalld, twpnty acree.; lwing uncleI' 
cultivation, npon which h{' raises cOttOH, corn anLl 
onts. He and his wifC' are acti VI' lllE'l.O hen1 of thp 
IHetllOdist Episcopal Church, ::;ollth. lUI'. Adams 
is a member of tlH' Agricultural Whepl, and pollt 
ically is a firm IJP1iev(~l' in the priuciplps of the 

Democratic party. 
Tho1Ua~ E. A<1ams is po,,-;e:;-,('(l of "terling' <fllal 

itlPs awl pl'ogrpsslVl' i(lE'as awl i" thf'rpfol'1:' Plltitlpd 

to a l'Ppl'E'sentatioll ill this place. Boril in Louis 
vjllp, Ky., Octobpr 2[', 1804. his pal'PlIts ~WE'l'e 

ARKAN~AS. 

T. T. aLlLl A. ]H. (Hol<lp.·) Allame-.. natives of Vir 
ginia antI Pf'Ilu"ylvHlJia, rr-spi'div('ly. They were 
marripd in Alabatua 1Il ApI'il, 1 \();), ana Rpent a 

"hort time in that Shtt', afterward going to Ken 
tuck)', thPIl l'otnwing t) Alahama where they 
1ivpll until 1~(m. In 1 \ '31 t bey ('amp to Faulkner 
Connty, Ark., alld hpl'e ~t.jll l't:'1->ide. T. T. Adams 
has sppnt sf-'veral years in commercial pursuits. 
In 1~\ 1 he pUlTh't')ed a farlll of forty acres, thirty 
fivp acre~ nnder cnltivation. Politically he is not 
au act~\'P ]ll(m, but cn,")t::.: his votes with the Uuion 
Labor party, baving fOl'lllPrly been a Democrat. 
Himself and wife are of English descent, (mel 1'e

t'>ide in Tupelo Township, three miles we:-,t frOlU 

Conway. Thoma'S B, Adams was reared to farm 
life, awl spf'nt much of hie-. time in North Alahama 
where he attenc1E'd school, acqnil'ing a practical 
education in the Ellgli':3h branches. Since his 
school days he has noL bf'en content to let 60me 
other person do his reading aud studying, but has 
ueen an earnest Rtudput. keeping himself informed 
011 all the important topics of the day. also fol
lowing the occupation of a farmer. In November, 
] ~I-I;), he became a member of ~alem Agricultural 
'Wheel No. IHi, and was appuinted recording Sf'C

retnry, which office be Iwlc1 nntil the SUlllmer of 
1\)~\, when he transferred his memuel'ship to 
GadIon Gap ~Wheel No. 117. In July, lbSH, hp 
was electpd prp!-;i(1ent of this order, HUll is the 
pre..,(>nt jBcnmlH~'nt. On October IB, 1~')7, Mr. 

Adams homesteaded eigLty acrE'S of land, and has 
about seventy (lrre5 uuder cultivation, taking a 
great pride in b~epiIlg everything in good relHlil·. 

HI.' lllanifests much interest in politics, and is an 
earnl:'st [\,(lvocate of th(' principles that govern the 
Luion Lahor part), castiIlg his vote with that 

party, aud u8i112,' all hi., influence in convincing 

otbpl's ill their la'lHlJf. He is a rnemuel' of the 
l\I(>tho(li....,t Epiii('opal Churcb. 1\Ir. Adams is an 
PIlthnsia~ti(' sllpportpr of the free school system 
of this Statt', awl all other enterprises that aJ'e 
c mdncive to their welfare. He is a Prohibitionist 
:tIHl i~ not afraid to expre")s hi" opinion upon that 
~uhjpct. Hp i~ a member of Conway Lodge No. 
Hi, I. O. G. '1'. 

Franklin U. Bartlett i~ a successful farmer and 

,.... 
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stock raisAT. He was born in Newcastle County, 
Del., April 8, 1841,- is of English descent and a 
relative of Gov. Bartlett, of Colonial fame. The 
pal'ents, J OIl athan and Eliza (Jackson) Bartlett, 
were both born and reared on the east shore of 
Maryland, and Mrs, Bartlett was a descendant of 
President Jackson. They were married in 1818 in 
Maryland, and after one year moved to Delaware, 
where they l'esided until 1849, when they removed 
to Conway (now Faulkner) County, Ark., on a place 
of loO acres, of which they at first improved some 
forty or fifty acres. Both were members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr. Bartlett (the 
father) died in 1862 at the age of sixty-two years, 
and the mother died in 1874 aged seventy· four. 
They were the parents of ten children, eight of 
whom lived to maturity: IVI. H., Thomas J., J obn, 
Ann, Elether, Louise (who was the wife of A. 
Hal'tje, a l'etired fal'mer living at Conway), Frank
lin C. and Mary Ellen (wife of J. K. Williams, a 
farmer of this county). Mr. Bal,tleLt was reared to 
farm life and received his education in the common 
schools of Faulkner County. At the age of 
eighteen he began life for himself, engaging at one 
time as a farmer and again at any employment 
that would requite him for his time, and in 1861 
he married Miss M. H. Burns, a native of East 
Tennessee, and a daughter of J ames Burns, a 
fal'mer of Pulaski County. In September, 1863, 
he enlisted in Company B, Sixty-second Illinois 
Volunteer Infantry, and in which he sel'ved until 
the close of the wal'. He was in most of the 
movements of his regiment, the captul'e of Pine 
Bluff being the only important event. He was 
honorably discharged at Little Rock in 1866, and 
was mustered out at Camp Butler March 6 of the 
same yeal'." During the war Mrs. Bartlett's death 
occurred, also that of two children ( twins) at the 
same time. At the close of the war, insteacl of 
returning to Arkansas, Mr. Bartlett resided in 
Clinton, Bond and other connties in Illinois for 
four years, and in November, 1867, was married to 
Miss Mary \Vhite, a native of Illinois, and after 
his second marriage lived in that State for thrf'e 
years. In 1870 he removed to Faulknel' County, 
Ark., and resided for one year on his father's 
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place. In 1872 he sf'lected 160 acres for himself 
and began to clear and improve it, and later sold 
it and bought forty acres where he now lives. 
This he clpared and otherwise improved, and be 
now has a fine farm and a comfortable home. By 
his last malTiage he became thA father of nine 
children, t3ix of whom are living: James (born 
September 18, H:l70), Frank (born November 3, 
1875), Augusta Louise (born November 12, 1877), 
Minnie (1881), Annie V. (1883) and Goldie Ger
trude (1886). Mr. Bartlett is nothing if not a 
farmer, and a good one. He votes the Republican 
ticket, but is not active in politics. He has been 
for years a memb~r of his school board, and his 
family are communicants of the Methodist Epis
copal Church, South, of which he is a steward. 
He is a member of Green Grove Lodge No. 107~ 

A. F. & A. ~1:., of Post No.3, G. A. R., Depart
ment of Arkansas, of the Wheel No.1, 795, of 
\Voodland Lodge No. 11, K. of P., also Eastern 
Star Chapter No. 47, Palmet, and belongs to 
Conway Lodge No. 16, I. O. G. T. Mr. Bartlett 
takes an active interest in schools, churches and 
other enterprises, and gives support to the same to 
the extent of his ability. 

G. \V. Bruce, one of the "h>adjng attorneys of 
Faulkner County, was born in Chal'leston, S. C., 
in 1838, and was the only child of Andrew and 
Sarah (Quinn) Bruce, natives of that State. The 
father died in 184:1 when his son was a child, and 
shortly after his decease the mother moved to 
what was then Walker County, but now Whit
field County, Ga., where she still resides. G. W. 
Bruce was reared on a plantation near Dalton, 
Ga., and received his education in the schools of 
"Whitfield County. After obtaining a good English 
education he read law in Catoosa County with Col. 
Henry S. Sims, a noted attorney of that place, and 
in October, 1859, was admitted to the bar of Whit
field County and began practicing in Tunnel Hil1. 
Oll April 13, 1873, be arrived in Faulkner County, 
the day after it was organized as a county, and has 
resided here since, having established a practice 
that is flattering to his ability. ~1r. Bruce enlisted 
in the Confederate army for one year, on April 19, 

1861, at Dalton, Ga., becoming a member of c=--.~ 
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pany H, Second Georgia Infantry, and fought at 
the battle of t3avannah, the second fight at Ma
nas~ms and a number of sharp skirmishes. At thl' 
expiration of one year be went to Danphin Island, 
in the Gulf of Mexico, where he remained for 
eighteen months, an(l then came to TennesAee and 
enlistAd in the Army of Tennessee. He took part 
in the battle of Murfreeshoro and was cl'lptured 
while with Gen. Hood on the way to Nashville 
anc1 confined at Louisville, Ky., until the close of 
the war, when he was parole(1 and retnrned to 
Georgia. He mac1e his home in Catoosa County 
until tbA year 1868, and then removed to Chatta 
nooga, Tenn., where he resumed his practice and 
continued until 1b71. His next location was in 
Crittenden County, Ark., where he remained a 
short time, and then at J\femphis, Tenn., until 
the winter of 1872. From there he went to Little 
Rock, but the following year came to Conway, 
where he invested in considerable land adjoining 
the city, part of it being known as Bruce's Addi 
tion. 1\11'. Bruce has purchased and opened up a 
large amonnt of land in Faulkner County, and bas 
sold a great many lots. He now owns about 
2,000 acres of land and has some of the finest 
suburban property in the county. One of the 
best brick blocks in Conway, now in course of 
erection, is due to his enterprise in building up 
the ('ity, and besides thiA he owns other val
uable property in the city. He takes an active 
part in politiC's and votes with the Democratic 
party, and ill 1881 represE'nted FaulknE'l' County 
in the IE'gislature. Mr. Bruce has served as al
derman on several occasions, and hjs publiC' as 
well as hiR private life is beyond reproach. His 
practice extends throughout several counties, and 
his reputation as a criminal laV'. ypr is one of the 
best in Cpntral Arkansas. He has defended sev 
enty five murder casps since residing here, hesidps 
succesMfully condncting a great number of very 
iOlportant cases of various natnres, In secrpt 
fraternities he is a member of Centre Link Lodge 
No. 75, 1. O. O. F .. and has passed the chairs in 
that orcler, as also being representative at the 
Grand Lodge. On J annary 10, li)()(), he was mar 
riecl to 1\IibR Sarah t;. IHcOlain, a belle of Georgia. 

,.. 
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and this union has given them nine children, of 
w hom seven are yet living: Carrie E. (now Mrs. 
Cox, of Conway), Lic1a (now Mrs. Woodruff. 
whose hURbaml is general supol'illtenclent of the 
Western Union Telegraph COlllpany, at Rome, 
Ga.), Anna, Ec1ward, Claude (who died at the age 
of two yeaTS), Roy, IHadie Mal,tin, Daisy and Nel
lie (the latter dying in 188H at the age of two 
years). 1\11'. and 1\IrR. Bruce al'E~ memhprR of the 
Baptist Church, as are also the four oldest chil 
dren, and IU'P Jeeply interested in educational mat 
tel's. while Mrs. Bruce iR well known for bel' gen 
erosity in aiding religions entel prises. Mr. Bruce 
fully appreciates the benefits of a thorough eclnca 
tion, and has bau his children trained at the best 
schools in Rome, Ga., and Clarksville, Tenn. 
He takes an active part in everything tending to 
promote and develop hiR connty, and is one of the 
leading spirits in all worthy enterprises. 

George T. Clifton, treasurer of Faulkner Coun
ty, and a well· known citizen of Conway, was born 
in Cherokee County, Ala., in the year 184.4, being 
the eldeRt in a family of two children born to 
James M. and Annie G. (Daniel) Clifton, nativeR 
of Georgia and Alabama, respectively. The father 
moved to the latter State when a young man, and 
fil'st engaged in planting; later he embarked in 
mercantile life, which he carried on with great 
success. He voted the Democratic ticket, and waR 
a well known politician during his life, serving 
two terms in the legihlature in a manner that won 
the approval of his constituents. In November, 
1~61, he organized a company in Cherokee County, 
which he carried to Nashville, Tenn., and mustered 
in the Fourth Battalion Alabal1fa Infantry, being 
appointed to the rank of major. He served with 
this regiment until after the battle of Shiloh, and 
then returned home and organized a company of 
cavalry, which he commanded until the close of 
the war. Maj. Clifton Rubsequently reside<1 in 
Alahama for about one year, and then moved to 
Al'kanRa8, where he located in Union Township 
(then Conway, now Faulkner County), on a plan
tation which he had purchased in 1858 or 1859. 
On his arrival he immediatel} began improving t 
and cultivating the land, and made his hOllle~F 
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and near by, until the year 1~70, when he moved 
to Conway, where hf' resiued until his dpath, 
l\Iarch 2, 1880. his first wife having precedeu him 
in IS-W. In 1S68 l\I1'. Clifton had commenced the 
study of medicine, making a success of his pro 
fession. After his fin,t wife's Cleath he was mar 
ried again, in Alabama. to a ~1iss Clark, who bore 
him three chillll'en: Nancy A., Harrison C. and 
Elizabeth C., of whom only the first-named is IiI' 
ing. Thf' widow resides in Perry County. Ark. 
George T. Clifton, the suhject of this sketch, ,vas 
euncated in the scboo}" of Alabama, and at Union 
Academy. In IS()1 he joined the Confederate 
army, with his father. and enlistetl in the latter's 
company, in which he served until the year] C,()-t-, 

when he was transferred. He fought at Shiloh, 
Vicksburg. Port Hudson, Corinth, Baton Rouge, 
Champion's Hill, Plantersville and Selma, and his 
war record, while perbaps not as brilliant as his 
father's, was, howe-ver. a model of bravery in each 
action. In ~Iay, 1863, he was paroleu., at Kings 
ton, Ga., and returned to Alabama, where he r8 
sided until IS6G, and then came to Arkansas. His 
first venture was to invest in a plantation. which 
he successfully cultivated amI then sold. After 
that he purchased a plantation of 100 acres, a short 
distance outside of the corporate limits of Conway; 
and besides this property he owno several valuable 
town lots in the city of Conway. In politics :Mr. 
Clifton is a stanch Democrat, and an influential 
man with his party. He is now county treasnrer, 
and was the third man elected to that office in 
Faulkner County (in 1876), and is now serving his 
seventh term in succession. In secret orders he is 
a mpmber of Green Grove Lodge No. 107, A. F. & 
A. M., and is secretary of the order, hesides hay 
ing served two terms as 'r or~hipful l\Iaster. He 
also belongs to '''oodland Lodge No. 11. K. or P., 
and has passed the chair in that fraternity. On 
December 31, 18G7, he was married, in Conway 
County, to JUiss Sallie Tyler, a daugbter of B. H. 
Tyler, one of the pioneers of Conway County, but 
now residing in Faulkner County. This union 
gave them four children: Annie G., J Rmes A., 
1\la1'y L. and Sallie, the third dying in July, 1SSG,

j at the age of eight years. ~lr. Clifton lost his ex 
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cellent wife on Octoher 23. ]883, and on November 
22, 1SSG. he was married to 1\1iss Ida Payne, or 
::\1issis . .,ippi, an amiable awl. attractive yonng lady, 
and a daugLter of :1\Irs. P. E. Benedict, who now 
r('sides in Conway. :1\11'. Clifton is a member of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. South, and his 
wife is a member of the Baptibt. His first wife 
also belonged to the Methoilist Episcopal Church, 
South. During his residence in Faulkner Connty 
Mr. Clifton has noted a vast change in its agri 
cultural and indn~trial affairs. <IS ,vell as in its re 
ligions aml ec1ucatJonal interests. He remarks that 
thp county is rapidly developing, and looks forward 
with the hopp tbat Faulkner will ROon be the lead
ing community. This wish will no doubt IJe grat 
ified, if all of its citizens are as enterprising an(l as 
liberal in their efforts to build it up as he is him
"1elf. 

C. "V. Cox, the present efficient postmaster of 
Com·my. and a lawyer of note, was born in Indian 
apolis, Ind., in 1834:, and was the fourth in a 
family of five children. oorn to J obn T. and Cath 
arine (Rowen) Cox, of Ohio, who moved to Indiana 
a few years aftpr their marriage. and changed their 
location to Coffey County, Ras., when their son 
C. 'Y., was quite young, settling near Ottumwa. 
The parents were pioneers of tbat section. and the 
father hecame one of the leading men of Coffey 
County, in after years. He was a well known 
politician and a prominent figure in the early his
tory of Kansas. and was the man who designed 
the coat of arms of that state. He held a number 
of high public offices, and was secrptary of the 
United States senate committee on public lands. 
cl nring which time he resided at \Vashington. D. 
C. In 1872 he removed to Little Rock, Ark.. and 
remained in that city until the year] '-,'31, when he 
went to Fredonia. Kas., where his death occurred 
in October, 18813, hi"1 (leyoted wife dying in August 
of the sallie 3Tear. From 1874 to 1~78 he was re
ceiver of the enited States land office, at Little 
Rock. Ark. His son, C. 'W. Cox, the principal of 
this sketch, was reared in Kansas. and educated at 
the public schools of Ottumwa and Burlington. 
and the University of Lawrence. Kas. He entered 
the Univprsity of :Michigan at Ann Arbor, in 1\75, 
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and graduated from that institution with the cla~~ 
of 1877. In 1 '378 he comIDenced to practice his 
profession at Conway, Ark., where he has l'f'sioed 
ever since, and has establishf'd a reputation among 
the legal fraternity that is enviable and de'>el"ved. 
Mr. Cox is a Repuhlican in politics, nrul a strong 
support to that party whenever he nseh his infin 
ence. He was appointed postlll<t<;ter in I ')')(), Hltd 

is now one of the most popular mf'n that lUIS ever 
filled the position. He was married in Decemher, 
1882, in COllway, to Miss Carrie Drnce, of Georgia, 
hy whom he has bad three chiloren, two of them 
yet living : JolIn Bruce, Ql1inn Cazad ("who died 
at the age of two years) ancl Charles Herhert. J\1r. 
Cox is a close obsf'rver of the changes that take 
place in his county, and notes that a decided iill
provement is growing more perceptible every day, 
in educational, industrial and agricultural matters. 
He establitihed the Log Cabin in 1879, and con 
ducted it as a RepUblican paper for one year, when 
he sold it. In every worthy enterprise he- :is one 
of the foremost citizens to offer his aid, and hib 
name is one of the most re-spE'cted in Faulkner 
County. He has never held any public office until 
appointed to the position he now holds, and was 
never a canoidate for an office; howevflr, the con
fidence of the memhers of the hal', in his ability 
and integrity, has been evidenced hy his election 
as spflcial chancellor of the chancery cond, a po 
sition of great honor, which he filled with dignity 
anll ability. 

Uriah G. Dickens, WI:. D., i.., the son of Uriah 
and ~l1san Dickens and was horn in Carroll Conn 
ty, Tenn., J nne 0, lS32. The father ie; of old 
English stock <LUa a native of North Carolina, hie; 
wife, also, coming originally from that State. 
Thpy went to Tennessee in abont ] 82:1, at a time 
when the country wac; comparatively new, and re
mained therp until the fall of 1~()O, whpn they 
emigrated to Arkansas. They are the parents of 
e Ipven children : Judy A., Emily K., Tyreba, 
George E., and 'Yi11ia111 Loni~ (all c1ecease(l), 
Thomas lVI. E. R., Cassandra, Francis J\1. and 
Susan (all married). Our snbje<:t, the tenth child 
in the family, was reared on his father's farm and 
received his edncat:ion from the common schoolc;. 
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Upon completing his literary schooling he began the 
study of me(liciue, at the age of twenty four, nnder 
Enoch Donllis, aIld in 1'-,77 entereu upon practicp 
at 01 1 Hickory pOf:>tofli.cl', moving after three years 
to Enola, Faulkner County. After remaining in 
Enola for fonr years, hp locatpd in Pope County, 
but for tllt:' la~t four YE'arH bas \wen practicing near 
Prpston. Faulknpl' County, with pxcellpnt snccess 
and ill a mannf'r which has won for him tllp cOllfi 
dence of all. In 1872 the Doctor married Miss 
J\1ary Frances Polk, a <1escenc1ant of James IL Polk, 
ancI a uaughter of John Polk. a farmer of Pope 
County and a native of Georgict. Dr. and 1\lrs. 
DickE-nc; have six children living: Alice E., George 
W., Martha S., T. M. C., Mary F. and J. 1\1. :lHrs. 
Dickens is a devoted member of the Christian 
Church, and hp is a mpmber of the Ma~onic order. 
HE' carries on farming in connection with his 
practice. 

Bm'zalia Elliott, a farmpl" and stockman resid
ing in Section G, Township 6, Range 13 east, Fork 
Township, Faulkner County, was born in South 
Carolina, March] 0, ] 828. Jesse and Jane Elliott, 
his parents, lived in South Carolina some years 
an~l were of English descent. Chandfuther Elliott 
em:igrated to South Carolina a short time after 
the closp of the Revolutionary '''aI', having served 
seven years. Barzalia Elliott received his educa
tion in his native State, and in 1CS36 emigrated to 
Alahama, where he became, acquainted with. and 
afterward married .l\Iiss Eliza Coffman, a native of 
Alabama. Her parents W0re from East Tennessee 
and of Holland origin. By this marriage six chil 
then WE're born, four of whom arE' yet living: Ln
zilla (born Fehrnary 1:3, 1~3U, living at home), 
Georgp Killg (horn Jnne -t:, 1\()~, a teacher of pen
llHtnship in J ohllson, Tex.), Ruthey (born in 18G7, 
l:ivE'S with her parentti), 'Yilliam (horn in 1~G(), mar
riP(lMi:-:s Alabnma TillBY, a nati ve of Arkansas, hel" 
parent'> bping nativPR of Alfthama). In the spring 
of 11..,()7 Mrs. Elliott diE-d, and was interred in the 
King ('emetery, in Fork Township. In December 
1\1r. Elliott wa<; marrieu to Mi~s Louisa Wilcox, of 
Alabama, the wpuc.ling taking place at the home of 
the hric1p's brother in law. Nine children were 
born of this maniagp, six of wbom are still living: 
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J. T. Elliott, Charles, Jane, Hattie, James and 
Blueford. In 1859 1\11'. Elliott came to Arkansas, 
locating on B. V. King's place. called East Fork, 
where he estahlished himself at his trade of black 
smithing, making and repairi~g evel'ything needed 
b3' a farmer, and, in fact, doing all kinds of work 
in his line for the whole county hereabouts. He 

worked at this calliug until ,Jnne. 1~6:2, when he 
enlisted. in Company F. Second Regiment Trans 
l\lississippi department, and served about two 
months, then being transferred to an engineer 
corps of the same army anel serving until captured 
at Atlanta, in 1864:. He remained in the prison 
at Atlanta two months, then went iTom there to 
Chattanooga, where he took the oath of allegiance 
and later was transferred to Nashville, where he 
was engaged as teamster for the United States 
Government for a period of three months. Going 
to Little Rock hE' was employed as blacksmith for 
the Government, at the rate or $75 per month and 
rations. In 1\1ay, 1860, he returned to Conwa3' 
(now Faulknpr) County, at his old stand, and 
again opened his shop, resuming his trade of gen 
eral blacksmithing. This he continued until 18iO, 
when he bought the farm wheTe he now resides, 
making a purchase of 300 acres of land. Only 
twelve acres of this were under fence, and one lit 
tle log cabin was the only otheT improvement. 
~lr. Eniott has now seventy-five acres under a high 
state of cultivation, and has also erected good 
houses, barns, etc., and such buildings as are seen 
upon well ordered Arkansas plantations; he has 
al~o gi \'en considerable attention to horticulture. 
JUl'. Elliott and Luzilla and Huthey are members 
of the Missionary Baptist Church, and he is also 
a member of East Fork Lodge No. :-32., A. F. & 
A. M., having served one term as Junior'Varden. 
He was made a Mason in Green Groye Lodge No. 
107, at Conway. Though taking no active part in 
politics, he votes the Democratic ticket. He is a 
warm friend of school matters, and has servecl as a 
meruber of the Rchool board. l\Ir. Elliott bas lived 
to see the rapid and complete growth of the county, 
and is respected and esteemed by all ·who know 
him. 

Green 	 Berry Evans is numbel'f>d among the 
44 

substantial farmers and stock raisers of this coun
ty. He is now residing on Section :34, Stone 
Township, and was born in :JUarshall County, 
North Ala. , January 3, 1')-1-2, being the son of 
\Y illiam and J\Iary (Hill) Evans. l\1rs. Evans was 
the daughter of John Owen Hill, also a native of 
that State, who was marrie,l in Tennessee. Col. 
Hill parbcipated in the Seminole '\' aI', and there 
obtained his title as colonel commanding a regi
ment of the lTnited States troops. Mr. Evans re
ceived his education in lUarshall County, in the 
SUbSCTiption schools, and was reared on a farm, 
making his home with bis parents until the age of 
twenty two. In 18($0 he went abroad with his 
uncle, Green B. Hill, landing at a POTt in France, 
where they remained about six weeks, and rpturn 
ing to America landf>d at New Odeans, going 
thence by steamer to l\lemphis. Tenn., and about 
six: weeks later by boat to Gunter's Landing, on 
the Tennessee River; from there his home, nine 
miles distant. was reached. Here he remained un 
til the fall of 1860. After stopping at :lUemphis 
he went to St. Charles Landing, on \Yhite River, 
and engaged with Col. Stearns, a planter (living 
near St. Charles), as an overseer. In the spring 
of 18fH he returned to l\lemphis ana enlisted in 
Gen. FOlTest's Cavalry Regiment. serving as first 
lieutenant of Company A. Third Regiment Tennes 
see Cayalry, and on the promotion of Gen. Forrest 
to command he was unanimously elected as captain 
of his company to fill the vacancy, serving as such 
to the end of the war, taking part in all the exciting 
battles under that famous general. While serving 
aR general he was wounded by a minie ball, and 
though this was only a flesh wound, a deep scar 
will ever remain to tell the tale. At the surrender 
of Gen. Forrest, Capt. Evans took the old com 
pany and went to Mississippi, without haying sur
rendered, and disbanded his company in Missis 
sippi. He then returned to Arkansas. in 1863, 
and located. in what is now the town of Monnt 
Vernon, taking an active part in the clearing of 
the town site of that place. After renting lano, 
farming anel horse trading for one year. he llloyed 
to Johnson County, where he abo continued the 
business of farming and hort-ie trading, the latter ~ 
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occnpation taking him into the Indian Nation, 
whE'rE:' he bonght horses and drove them back to 
Arkallsas, here dispoking of them. In the fall of 
1CS71 he came to Conway (now Faulkner) County, 
anLl e;::tablished himself as a lllerchant at what was 
then, and is still, calleLl Ca(lron Gap, supplyillg 
the men then engaged in hUllding- the For~ SU.lith 
& Little Rock llailroHcl He homesteac1ed forty 
acre") of land, to which he subsequently added, and 
also carried on busilless then' about two years with 
good success. In] CS72 he was manied to Miss 
1\lartba Ann Satternehl, a native of Georgia, whose 
parents came to Arkansas at an early period. By 
that marriage two children are still living: Will
iam Thomas Evans (born April 10, 1874:) and Ed 
ward Job Evans (born February H, 1876). Dur
ing the winter of IS78 7V l\1r. and .!\In;, Evans 
matie a trip to Georgia to vi~it her aged graJ?dpar 
ents, Satterfield, the grandfather being nearly one 
hundred yean; old. The following summer (August 
13, 1879,) lVII'S. Evans died, and was buried in 
Stone cemetery, in Faulkner County, Ark. She 
was a faithful member of the Missionary Baptist 
Church. The HiO acres of land owned by Capt. 
Evans on the northeast qUal·ter of Section :10, and 
also the fort3 acre homestead, on Section ] 2, he 
cleared and improved, and in 1876 sold the forty, 
then clearing about 100 acres on Section 36, where 
he erected a good dwelling, two tenan t house::., 
barns, etc. III 1880 Capt. Evans, with his two 
little boys, made a trip to Texas to visit his si~ter, 
Mrs. :!.\Iartha Thomp~on, and tarried about eight 
month~, and on :May 9, 188], was united in mar 
riage to Miss :LVI. Hovis, a daughter of Mr. Archie 
C. and Savila (\\' iIson) Hovis. By this nnion 
seven children were horn (foul' of whom are still 
living): Ira, Lep (twins, now deceased), John Cal 
vin, Henry Alvin. Lula Hazeltine and Luella. 
Novr>mber ]0, lSgQ, Capt. Evans purchased a farm 
of :)20 acreR, 100 of which are now untier cultiva
tion, and on this he resides at the pre:->eut time, 
owning all told 480 acres, 160 under cultivation. 
He has usually bought bis borses and mules, but 
has raised and sold cattlp and bogs quite exten
sively. The Captain and Mrs. Evans are members 
of tlw Bavti~t Cbu1'ch, and he wa.., made a Mason 

in Green Grove Lodge No. 107 (to which he still 
belongs) ~ Col. Clifton heing Master at the time of 
his initiation. Oapt. Evans is, and always has 
been, a liberal contributor to all religiouk, social 
and educational f'ntel'pri:.;es. A fact that speaks 
well for him ii'l, that h8 was never implicated ill a 
lawsuit or anything of the kind. A peacpable and 
good citizen, hp commands the respect of all who 
know him. 

Benjamin H. Farrow is acknowh'dged to })(:> a 
prominent figure in commercial circles, and one of 
the most enterprising merchants of Faulkner Conn
ty. He was born in Montgomery County, Ala., in 
the year 18-13, and was the fourth in a family of 
six children born to John M. and Susan JU. (Smith) 
Farrow, of Virginia. The parents moved to 1'rIi8 
souri in ]839, and located in Montgomery County, 
where the father engaged in mercantile life, and 
resided tilere for a number of years. For several 
years he was county and probate judge of that 
c01mty. In 1CS72 he moved to Crawford County, 
in the same State, where he was elected to the 
same office, which he filled with a dignity and wis 
dom that Las never been surpassed. His death 
occurred in December, 1c)81, but his excellent 
widow still survives him, and is residing in Craw 
ford County. Benjamin was reared in Missouri, 
and received his education in the public schools of 
Danville, in that State. After finishing hIS studies 
he entered his father's £'stablishment, and remained 
with him until he reached his twenty fourth year. 
At that time the Civil ~War had just begun, and he 
enlisted in the Confederate army, becoming a 
member of the Home Guards, in which body he 
served with distinction. Aftpr the war was over 
he returned to Missouri, and in 1867 was married, 
in Montgomery County, to Miss Sarah J. 'Voods, 
of that State. He then settled with his bride at 
Jonesboro, whpre he embarked in commercial life, 
and continued in business for a number of years 
with great snccess. He also farmed for some 
length of time in Orawford and Montgompry Coun· 
ties, but in 1369 sold out hiH business and agri 
cultural intprests in 1\Iissouri and moved to Arkan 
sas, making the entire trip in wagons. His fin,t 
settlement wag at Mount Vernon, in Faulkner 
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County, where he engaged in various occnpations 
before deciding on an) thing definite, but in 188~ he 
changed his location to Con way, where he opened 
up a first class hotel, in which busilles~ he cootin 
ueu until he entered into his present pursuit, in 
] 'SSS. JUr. Farrow's business has rapidly increased 
since his opening. and he is now contemplating 
a removal to a lal'ger huilding and adding to his 
stock He carries everything found in a first class 
general store. and has become one of the most pop
ular merchants in that section. He is an active 
politician and an ardent Democrat, and has made 
the canvass for sheriff. In Montgomery County, 
1\10., he served as justice of the peace in a highly 
creditable manner, and in Faulkner County, Ark., 
he has been a member of the town council with 
equally as good results. In secret societies, Mr. 
FalTow is a member of Green Grove Lodg8 No. 
]07, A. F. &A. M., and 'YoodlandLodgeNo.ll, 
K. of P. He also belongs to Faulkner Louge No. 
1,62.,1. K. of H .. and is Assistant Dictator in that or· 
del'. Four children were born to the union of Mr. 
and lUI'S. Farrow, of whom two are yet living; Eva
lina -Margaret died at the age of eight years. and 
Susan Matilda died when three years old. Those 
living are Edith l\Iary and Claudius Golder. In re 
ligious faith, 1\11'. FalTow and his wife are members 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and take 
a deep interebt in religious and educational matters. 
The former is an active and liberal citizen in aid 
ing all worthy enterprises for the advancement of 
his county, and is held in high esteem by the 
entire community. 

Joseph J. Fowler, intimately identified with 
Faulkner Oounty as one of its prolllinent planters, 
was born in Lauderdale County, Ala., in the year 
18-W, and is a son of H. and 1\1. (Nolan) Fowler, 
born in South Oarolina, in 1806, and Alaballla, in 
1813. respectively. The father moved to Alabama 
with his parents in 18] 8, and met his wife here a 
number of years afterward. Shortly after their 
marriage they removed to :Mississippi, and when 
Joseph was seven years old the parents came to 
Arkansas, and in 1832 located in Lonoke County. 
where the father died in 1857. and the mother in 

The elder Fowler was a merchant and farm· 

er by occupation, and a son of John Fowler, of 
Houth Oarolina, whose father was Joseph Fowler, 
a native of Englan(l, and a soldier in the Revolu· 
tionary ,Val'. The grandfather on the mother's 
side. Thomas Nolan, was also a soldier during the 
Revolution, and fought at the battle of New Or
leans, nnder Gen. J ackson. Joseph J. was the 
seconu child of three sons and four daughten. born 
to the parents, and since he has been seven years 
old bas resideu in Arkansas. ,Yhen nineteen years 
of age he entered the wagon making establishment 
of bis father, where he learned the trade, and fol
lowed that calling until the year ] S'O. He then 
turned his attention to farming. at which he has 
continued ever since. He was manied in Lonoke 
County, in 1S61, to ~Iiss Susan 1., daughter of 
Samuel and Harriet :l\IcEwan. of Ohio and Ken 
tucky, respectively, and had six children by this 
union, of whom two sons and one daughter are 
yet living. Soon after his marriage he removed 
to Texas, and on the outbreak of the war between 
the North and South, he enlisted in the Fourth 
Texas State Cavalry Troops. Confederate Army, 
and served in that body until he was honorably 
discharged. On his return to Arkansas he joined 
the Twelfth Arkansas Regiment of Cavalry, and 
took part in a great many battles and skirmishes, 
until October, 1So.J, when he retired from the 
army to enjoy the peace he had 80 nobly won. 
1\11'. Fowler then located in Lonoke County. and 
resided there until 1870, when he moved to his 
present falm, which was then but very little im 
proved. He now has seventy five acres under cul
tivation, and altogether owns about 120 acres of 
the most fertile land in Central Arkansas, situated 
some five and a half miles east of Conway. In 
politics he was formerly a \Yhig. but is now an 
independent voter, and uses his influence for the 
man he honestly thinks entitled to office. He has 
been a prominent member of Lonoke Lodge No. 
51, A. F. &, A. 1\1., for twenty years. :Mrs. Fowl 
el' has belonged to the :Methodist Church for some 
time, and is a devout Christian woman, who takes 
delight ill assisting any worthy cause. One of 

:lHr. Fowler's most intimate friends is the present t 
Governor of Arkansa-.. the Hon. J. P. Eagle, who 
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was his playmate and companion III childhood, 
and a stanch friend in later days, 

Samuel Frauenthal. As one of the most prolll
ising of Arkanf',as' younger attorneys, and who has 
already made an Elxcellent reputation in his pro 
fesbion, 1\11". Frauenthal is favorably kllown. HEI 
was born ill LouisvillEl, Ky., in the year ] ~W2, 
being the third of seven chil<1ren bOI'n to J aeob 
and Yetta (Landan) Frauenthal, of Bavaria, GeT

many. The father came to this country with his 
parents in 1850, and settled in Louisville, Ky., 
where he was afterward married, and also em 
barked in mercantile life. Some years later he 
moved to Russellville, Ky" and engaged in busi 
ness up to the year HS8;1. when he came to Con 
way, Ark., but he has sinct' then given up active 
pnrbuits, and both parents live a retired life in 
that city. Samuel was reared in Louisville, and 
received his education at the Bethel College of 
Rusbellville, Ky., entering in ] "74 and graduat
ing with the class of ]SSO. He then commenced 
reading law in that city, and continued for one 
year, when he went to Memphis, Tenn, At that 
city he resumed his nmding until he had attained 
a proficiency in the legal profession, and returned 
to Russellville. where he was admitted to the bar 
August 5, 1~':-l1. The following year he came to 
COIlway, Ark., and entered actively upon his 
chm;en callillg in Faulkner and adjoilling eoulltips, 
soon estahli~hing a reputation, which, for a yonns; 
attorney, was of the most flattering nature. He 
now has a large clientage thl'oughout thp sur 
ronuding country, and a finely appointf:'d office in 
whieh to transact hi", IYnsines:-:l, as also a good law 
library. He i~ well kllO\Vn ill political cireles, aIllI 
votes with the Dpllocratic party. Educational 
matters have alwCl} s pObsessed a deep interest for 
1\11'. Fraupnthal, awl at one time be was a director 
on the sehool hoard. He hal") a1Ro been a member 
of the town coullcil, and was several timE'S a dele 
g'ate to the 8tate convpntion. In I")ecret ~ocietie8 

l\I1'. Frauenthal belongs to ,Yoodland Lodge No. 
11, K. of p" and if'> Chancellor Commander in that 
ordpr, In pVf:'ry matter relating to the develop 

ment and growth of Faulkllf:'r County, he if', one of 
the le~H1ing E>pil'its. Hf:' is a Ulan of keen ob:oel va 

r 

ARKANSAS, 

tion. great tact and shrewdness, and Gids fair to 
be the leading attornej of this county ill the near 
futnre. 

David R. B. Grpenlee, an esteemed and able 
practicing physician and Rurgeon of Faulkner 
County, wa~ born December 8, 1 ~:m, in Rockbridge 
ConIlty, Va., his parents being David alld Hannah 
(Grigsby) Greenlee, Goth of whom were also 
natives of HockGridge (Jollnty, David Greenlee 
was born in 1i~ 1, and died in the county of hi", 
birth. He was a Ron of John Greenlee, likewise 
of that connty, of which he was the first whitE" 
child born, and the only one surviving the Indian 
massacre in 1750. Descended from Scotch blood, 
hE" was the last sheriff of the Euglish colony in 
Virginia. Hannah (Grigsby) Greenlee was born 
in 1799 and died in IRG~, having spent her life in 
her native county. She had seven daughters and 
five SOIlS, foul' now liviug. David R. B. Greenlee 
receivecl his literary education in Emery College, 
,rashington County, Va., and his medical instruc 
tion in the University of Pennsylvania, at Phila
delphia, graduating in ] S32. He commenced the 
practice of medicine the same year in Mercer 
County, W. Va., where he remained five years, 
spending the next four years in Chicot County, 
Ark, after which he went to Harper's Ferry, and 
joined the Confederate army as a private in Com 
pany C, First Virginia Cavalry. He took an active 
part in all the principal battles in North Virginia 
excepting Seven Pines, and recei \'ed a wound on 
the left leg, being struck by a shell. At the close 
of the war, returning to Chicot County, Ark., Dr. 
Greelllee resumed the practice of medicinp, and re 
maillE·d there until lSGS. when he moved to 
,Yichita, Kas., which was his home long enough 
for him to see the wilderness bloHsom into a town 
of 8,000 inhabitants. In lS~3 he removed to 
Faulkner County, where he has an extensive prac 
tice, being justly considered OIle of the most skill 
fnl phy~icians and surgeons of this part of the 
country. In December, ]S71, Dr, Greenlee mar
ried 1\Irs. Amanda (Boone) Gifford, daughter of 
Hezpkiah Boone, ancl great grandniece of Daniel 
Doone. She was the mother of three children by 

her llrst hnsband, two of whom ,ue living: A=-,~ 
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(wife of 'V. B. Hergis) and Fred B. Two daugh 
tel'S are the result of her marriage with Dr. Green
lee: Maude G. and Kate T. Dr. Greenlee has 
been a member of the l\lasonic fraternity since 
1852, having taken nine degrees in that order. He 
was representative to the Grand Lodges in Yirginia. 
Kansas and Arkansas. and is onf' of the oldest 
:l\lasons in FauJkner County. He is a member of 
the Agriculhual \Yheel, and held the position of 
school director several years in "\Vichita, Kas. 
Politically a Democrat, he cast his first presiden
tial vote for Scott, being a \Yhig ill those days. 
Dr. Greenlee and wife are useful members of the 
Presbyterian Church. 

L. B. Griffing, proprietor of the representative 
dry goods, notion and millinery bOllse of Conway, 
first established his business here in 1~87, and car 
ries one of the largest and most complete stocks of 
dTf.lSS goods in Faulkner County. He was born in 
Sevier County, Ark., in 1R3G, and was the oldest 
in a family of seven children born to 'V. L. and 
Jerllsha (Prons) Griffing. of 1\Iississippi and AI' 
kansas, respecti vely. The father first came to the 
latter State in the year 1831, and settled in Sevier 
County with his parents. He was only four years 
of age at that time, and was reared and remained 
in that county until bis marriage. During the war 
he enlisted in the Confederate army, and served 
gallantly in an Arkansas regiment. In Ib66 he re 
moved to rrexas, where he remained for two years, 
and in 1868 returned to Mississippi, but in 1871 
came back to Arkansas and settled in Franklin 
County, which he made his permanent home. He 
purchased a large plantation and turned his atten 
tion entirely to its cultivation. and some years after
ward was known as one of the most successful 
planters in his county. Both parents are yet liv 
ing, and enjoying life at a mellow age. L. B. 
Griffing was reared on a farm and attf'nded ~chool 
in Logan County, where he acquirpd a perfect mas 
tery of the English branches. After completing 
his studies be taught school himself for several 
terms, and next accepted a position with one of the 
business houses of \r ebb City, Franklin County. 
From there he moved to Conway. in 1\1arcb, 1 S~l, 
and again entered mercantile life, being employed 

by the firm of Sneed &, Co., with \vbom be 1'e 
mained two years. After severing his connection 
with this house he embarked in the general mf'r 
chandise businesf. himself, with a lUI'. \Yitt as part 
nel', under the firm naille of Griffing k, 'Yitt. This 
remained unchanged for two years. bllt at the end 
of that period 1\11'. ,r itt withdrew and 1\lr. Griffing 
carried on the business alone until the year 18S!), 
wbpn he branched off into hotel keeping. The fol 
lowing year, in partner<;hip with 1\11'. A. R. \Yitt, 
he formed the firm of Griffing & 'Yitt (clrngs), and 
in the spring of 18813 he established his present 
business. lUI'. Griffing' c; patronage has rapidly in
creased, and now it can be saiel that he is consiu
ereel among the very foremost in that business 
in Faulkner County. He carries a heavy stock in 
dress goods, millinery and, in fact, everything that 
pleases the feminine mind. and his business is 
growing lal'gply. He is not an active politirian, but 
his sympathies are witb <'mel he votes the Demo
cratic ticket. He is a member of \Voodland Lodge 
No. 11, K. of P., and was initiated a member of 
that order in 1881. In 18'i2 he was married in 
Conway to Mrs. l\1ary A. J olmson. daughter of J. 
E. Martin, a prominent citizen of tbat city. This 
union gave them three children: Floyd 1\1. , Louis 
D. and Effie L. 1\11'. and 1\-11'0. Griffing are both 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. and 
the fmmel' takes a deep interest in religious and 
educational matters. He is a keen observer of man 
kind and events, and has watched with practiced 
eye the progress of Faulkner County from the first 
day of his arrival to the present. He is one of 
Conway's most enterprising citizens, and a liheral 
contributOl' to any public or private affair for the 
county's development. 

The Higgs Family. Thomas J. Higgs (de

ceased), father or this interesting family. was a flOil 
of Thomas Higgs, one of the early settlers of Gem 
gia. Thomas ,T. Higgs was a farmer of 'Yefltern 
Tennessee, and was married in 1\-!-5, to )Iiss Sarah 
Reynolds, a native of Kentncky. They moved to 
the State of Mis-,iosippi, 'where ~1r. Higgs' death oc 
curred. on l\Iay 8. 1 '-IBO. J\hs Higgs removed from 
1\1ississippi to Arkansas, in 1 )152. 'where she liYes 
with her son, Thomas H. (who \vas born Jannary 
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11, 184J3), his occupation being that of a school
teacher and farmer. J. C. Higgs was born July 
25, 1 ~50, and reeeived a good education in the com 
mon schools of Tennessee. At the age of eighte811 
he commenced teaching school, and followed hi" 
chosen profession of teaching for several years. 
In 1882 he joined his mother's family in Conway, 
Ark., and once more engaged in teaching. whieh 
he carried on for six years. 1\11'. Higgs is a mem 
bel' and Junior Deacon of Green Grove Lodge No. 
107, A. F. &, A. M., at Conway, Ark, having been 
made a Mason in East Fork Lodge No. 327, in 
Faulkner County, Ark He ib also a member of 
Palmetto Chapter No. 4.7, of the Ol'l1er of the 
Eastern Star. He was secretary of East Fork 
Lodge No. 327, one year, and October 20, 1880, at 
the meeting of the Grand Chapter of Arkallsas, at 
Russellville was elected Grand Secretary for the 
State, and has been three times re-elected the 
second time at Harrison, the third at Little Rock, 
the fourth bIDe at Conway, and-is the present in 
cumbent. He is a stanch Democrat, and exerts a 
local influence in that direction, being always 
among the first to give snpport to enterprises of a 
public character and is liberal in his contributions to 
the same. Mrs. Higgs and her family are members 
of the Christian ChLll'ch, and are well known for 
their generosity in matters pertaining to that 
church. 

George Green Howard. besides being occupied 
in agricultural pursuits, hab for some time served 
as minister of the Gospel throughout this locality, 
being the means of doing much good. He was 
born in Obion County, ,Vest Tenn., on the 2--!-th of 
November, 18+--!-, his father, Ellison S. Howard, a 
Virginian by birth, born in 181;), having died in 
1879 at ,VilJiamson County, Ill., where he haa re 
sideu since 1c!f)-1-. He was a farmer by occupa 
tion, and was of English descent, His wife, Agnes 
(Hawkins) Howar<l, is a native of Gihson County, 
Tenn., and wa:'! born in 1820; at the present time 
she is a resideut of Conway COUllty, Ark., and if! 
the mother of nine children, four of whom are liv 
ing; two reside in Illinois, and one in Conway 
County, Ark. The subject of thi~ sketch, a prom 
inent resident of Faulkner County, received hi", ecln

cation in West Tennfl"see, and in 1'SOt) married 1\:'[iss 
Polly Jane Gray, originally from Tennessee, where 
she was born in 1 S i 7. Six children have hlf'sfled 
this union: l\Iary 1\1. (wife of Georgp A ::'tieHon), 
William E., Cyrus G., l\11tggifl M., George A. and 
Ernest J. 1\11'. Howard emigrated to ,Yilliamson 
Oounty, IlL, in 1872, and there remained until 
1870, removing then to his present home, where 
hf' owns a nice farm of eighty acres, about thirty 
five acres being under a high state of cultivation. 
He is the owner of a cotton-gin which he purchased 
in IH85. and has recently erected a saw mill with 
a capacity for cutting 3,000 feet of lumber per day. 
l\'[r. Howard takes great interest in the public 
affairs of his connty, and politically is a f>tanch 
Democrat, having cast his first vote for Seymour. 
He has held the office of justice of the peace of 
,filson Township for over six years, and is also 
one of the directors of the school district. He is a 
member of the Masonic fraternity. In 1855 Mr. 
Howard commenced to preach according to the 
doctrineR of the Missionary Baptist Church, and 
this has f>ince continued. Himself and wife are 
devoted Christian workers, and have the respect of 
all in the community in which they reside. 

Dr. John Joseph Jones is a prominent practi 
tioner near Conway, Faulkner County, and' was 
born in Hickman County, Tenn., Augnst 10, 182+. 
His parents are Allen and Elizabeth (Hicks) Jones, 
the former a native of North Carolina (born in 
17m,), and his wife of Georgia. Allen Jones' 
father removed to Tennessee in 1HOg, his family 
accompanying him, and, settling on a farm ten 
miles below Columbia, by their energ) and pluck, 
succeeded in convprting a wilderness into a valu
able farm, hi'3 wagon being the first to make a 
track whf're Columhia now ~taillb. In the "Var of 
1ql ~ his oldest SOll, an uncle of our subjed. en 
tered the army. and was ill the hattIe of New 
Orleans. Three of John' b uncles took an acti '\'e 
part in that famous hattIe. Joseph Jones was one 
of rive children. His family consiflted of fourteen 
children: Abner, Clarissa, Allen, George, Hannah, 
PoHie, Nancy, Jeemes, 8tephen, John J., JoeL 
\Y illiam, Syrena and J ocy. Elizabeth Hicks was 
one of ten children, a daughter of Berry Hicks, I 
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who was a Revolutionary soldier with Gen. Marion 
and Gen. Greene. Of the Hicks family there were 
the following: Joshua, John, Temple, Ebjah, 
Thomas, Berry, Gilbert, PoHie, Catherine, Eliz
abeth and Sarah. Allen J oues and Elizabeth Hicks 
were married in 1822. To this union were born 
ten children, of whom the subject of this sketch, 
John Joseph, was the eldest; following him came 
Martin J., Parmelia C., George 'V. , James R., 
Thomas, J oicy, Harriett and Vanclever. The early 
life of John Joseph was spent in Tpnnessee, where 
he commenced to fit himself for his professional 
career as early as seyenteen years of age. He be
gan the regular study of meuicine in 18-i3. and 
was ready to practice three years later, near Court-
land, Ala., where he remaioed until April 15, Ib31. 
then removiog to Arkansas. Practicing at Cadron 
Cave. he also put in the first stock of drugs at 
Springfield, and the first saw mill (except one) in 
the county, sawing the lumber and erecting the 
first drug store in the town (in the year 1853). 
November 13, 1857, he moved to Springfield, that 
place being the county seat. He bought some land 
and entered more until he is now the possessor of 
forty acres of 'mlnable land. In the year I87G he 
removed with his family to Cooway, where he has 
lived eVf'r sioce, with the exception of three and a 
half years spent in traveling through Texas, visit 
ing San Antonio, Pearsall, and he also stopped in 
Gallenas seven months, practicing medicine_ Once 
more starting on his travels, and seeing maDY 
places of interest, he set sail for Arkansas 1'1ay 7, 
1887. M1'. Jones was married April 2'3, 1856, to 
Miss l\larietta Gratehouse. Eight children came 
to gladden their home, only three living to reach 
maturity: Hybernia, Elizabeth Eudora, l'Iartha, 
Mary Magdaline, l'Iarietta, Joseph Arthur, Laura 
and l'fargaret Tennessee. Joseph is living at Ceo 
tel' Ridge, Conway County, and Martha is the wife 
of Edward Vann, living at Plumrnerville. Laura is 
the wife of 'Yilliam Ganlner, and lives at Plum 
merville. 1\1rs. Marietta Jones uied June B. 18,0, 
and on December 20, 18,0, ]\'11'. Jones married 
Miss Anna ,ratson, who was born and reared until 

nine years old, in County Carlo\y, Ireland. Her 
father, Thomas 'Yatson, came to Little Rock in 

18-10, and bonght a farm seven miles north of 
Little Rock, from which place he returned, two 
years later, to the city, where the balance of his 
life was spent, his death occurring in 1S5G. For 
some time he was employed in the recorder's office. 
His wife departed this Iiff:> in October, 1860. 1'11'8 
Jones rE'ceiveu a liberal education. and it was such 
as to fit her to teach in private families io Arkan 
sas. She hac; traveled a great deal during life, 
visiting lllaDY places of ioterest, frequently going 
to Dublin, Chief Justice Blackburn was her 
mother's uncle. 10 December, 18G3, she vic;ited 
Matamoras, going thence to Yucatan with Dr. Gil 
key and family. where she remaioed two years, 
afterward passing bix months at Havana, Cuba, 
thence to Butler, Penn., anu finally returniDg to 
Louisburg, Ark. Dr. Jones and his wife are the 
parents of three children: Robert Sterling (born 
April 11, IS7g, died July 20, 18(4), Zula (born 
February 3, 18(5), John Cliborne (oorn July ..1. 
18(7). Dr. Jones takes a very active part in pub
lic affall's, and was representative from Conway 
County to the legislature from 1",3-1 to 1'356. He 
can trace his ancestry in a direct line to the J onps 
family of 'Vales, who. for more than 500 years, 
were kings. :\Irs. Jones is also a descendant of 
an old and prominent family, the Carrolls, one of 
whom was a signer of the Declaration of Independ 
ence. Her father was a member of Parliament 
before coming to this country. Dr. J ooes is an 
activp Farmers' Alliance m;.Jn, He served as ~ur
geon in the Confeuerate army several montbs, bnt 
was compelled to leave the service on account of 
ill health. 

Dr. J. F. Kiocheloe, a well koown physician 
and surgeon. and a prominent chuggist of Fanlk 
ner County, residing in Cadron Township. was 
born near Athens. Tenn., December 29, 1 S:36, and 
was the third child io a family of six born to 
Enoch and l'fary (Grisham) Kincheloe, natives of 
thE' bame State, and residents of 1'lcl\linn County. 
The father was a small planter in that State and 
resided there all his life. his death occurring in 
December, 1Q8-i, at the age of eighty years. his 

excellent wife preceding him in 1 \)11, at the age t 
of sixty-five) ears. The grandfather, Enoch Kin 
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cheloe, was a soldier in the ,rar of 'lRl~ and alf->o 
fought through several Iudian wars. The mater 
nal grandfather was also in the \Y ar of 1b12 amI 
he fought under Gen. Jackson at the battle of 
New Orleans. When a boy) oung Kinrheloe was 
reared and instructed in the dutif'H of farm life, 
attending the schools in hiH native State. After 
thoroughly acquiring a good English et1ucation, he 
commenced to read medicine under the guidance 
of Dr. G. A. Long, but the Civil 'Yar breaking 
out about this time compelled him to give up his 
study. He sympathized with the Union during 
that event, and, as is well known, every induce 
ment was brought to bear to get him into the Con
federate rank. He wa::; true to his colors, how
ever, and secretly organized a company for the Ff'd 
era1 army, and repOl'ted at Cincinnati in Novem
ber, 1862. Previous to that he enlisted ill Brauley 
County, Tenn., as a private, and while in the army 
secretly recruitf'd his company. Soon after re 
porting at Cincinnati, he was ol'dered to Na~h 

ville, Tenn., where his company was assigned to 
the Fourth Tennessee Cavalry, and became blown 
as the famous Company A, commanded by Capt. 
Kinclwloe. He remained with this regiment un 
til he was hunorably discharged at Nashville in 
1864, but soon after he was employed in the quar
termaster's department, where he relllaineLl until 
the winter of 16()5. When the war close(1 he COIl

tinued in TeIlnes~ee awl was occupied in teaching 
school nntil the year ] ~G9. That year he resumed 
his medical stuuies and took a course in the Meui 
cal University at Nashville, Tenn.; graduating in 
1871. f5ince that time the Doctor ha~ been act 
ively engaged in the practice of his profession, in 
connection with which he owns one of the finest 
drug stort's in Faulkner Connty, amI carries a 
complete stock of ever) thing to be foun.1 in 1:1. lead 
ing establishment of that kind. In 1B8G be erect
ed a good brick busines<; house, Gfh~2, and later 

on built anotber brick store, U3x~~~. Be~ides these 
the Doctor also owns a fille private residence, a 
good block where he resides, and Rome good va
cant lots. On February ~7, lKG2, he was marrie-d 
to :Mif3S Annie E. Taylor, of Tennessee, daughter 

of Alvah ana Emma (White) Taylor, who died in 

that State lllany year'> ago. Mrs. Kincheloe' f-> 
grandfather, John Taylor, wa~ a pioneer of Ar
kallsas, who bettlPd on t 11(:> land which if-> now the 
site of Hope. She dif'd of consumption in J arm 
ary, 11::170, leaving a'l a re~ult of their nllion one 
daughter, who re~ides at hOlll:'. In 1B73 the Doc
tor was married in J aclmon COUIlty, Ala_, to l\Iiss 
Mary Virginia Allison, of Atlanta, a daughter of 
A. A. and Delana (Butler) Allison, of Virginia and 
South Carolina, l'espectively, but this lady died in 
September, 11:386, leaving two childrell: .John A. 
(Lorn December 12, 1876) and Kittie Lee (burn 
July 12, 1bSO), also one deceased. In ]S8'/ Dr. 
Kincheloe was married at Little Hock to .Miss 
Mollie J. Robertson, of Tennessee, a daughter of 
Patrick and Louisa (Ayer::) Robertson, who has 
acquired a goo(1 English euucation. He has never 
taken an active part in politics but has generally 
voted with the Republican party. Educational 
matters have a deep interest for him and he has 
a1 ways advocated the education of the poor as well 
as the rich. In secret oruel'S the Doctor is a 
member of Gl'een Grove Lodge No. 107, also of 
Conway Chapter No. 80, A. F. &, A. M., of which 
he was treasurer for many Y8ars. He also belongs 
to Center Link No. 73, L O. o. F. ana Faulkner 
Lodge No. ] ()2J, K. of H. and is a charter mem
her and medical examiner of the last named Qrder, 
being also a member of the G. A. R_ Dr. and 
Mrs. Kincheloe and their daughter hold member 
ships in the Ohurch of Ohrist, of the principles of 
which the former has ever been an earnest expo 
nent, and a member for thirty five years. His 
great grandfathers on both sides of the family 
were all soldiers in the Revolution, and served un
der Gen. "Washington. 

Adam F. Kuykendall, farrnpr and ",tack raiser 
of Tupelo Township, Fanllmer Count) ,Ark This 
gentleman, a typical Arkan~an, was born in Con
way County September 22, 183G, about two miles 
from the iron bridge on Oadron Creek. His par
ents were Amos R. and Hester (~tone) Kuyken
dall, natives of Cherokee Nation and Penils)'l 
vania, respectively. Amos Ft. Knykemlall, born 
about IH21, was brought hlo'1'e in infancy and lived 
in this community until his death, July 8, ] 839. t 

r ~F 



FA1}LKNER COUNTY. 

J 

,Yhen twenty-five Yf'ars of age be b0came one of 
the officials of his connty. hi'3 uuties being those 
of commissioner of internal improvemeut. This 
office he held the remainder of his life. His 
father. Adam, occupied official positions thf' last 
twenty five years of his life, being a mf'mber of 
Oongress and of the State Assemhly of Arkansas. 
For the official records of tbis illnstl'ious family, 
the reader is referred to the pages uevoted to 
State history. 1\11'. K. was a prominent member 
of the 1\1ethodi~t Episcopal Church, being an 
elder of that denomination for a great many years. 
Heste)' Stone Kuykendall was a daughter of Elias 
and Rebecca Stone, '" ho were natives of Pennsyl 
vania and :\1aryland, respectively Removing to 
Arkansas in 18%J, they were among the very early 
settlers of Conway (now Faulkner) County. Adam 
F. Kuykendall's early life was full of romance 
and adventure. Growing up at a time when tbere 
were but few settlers in that part of the country 
he necessaJ ily became familiar with the haunts of 
the bear, panther, deer and wolf, and as hunting 
was a pleasure he had. every opportunity to try his 
skill in tbat direction. His school life was yer~T 
limited, owiug to the fact that he had to tramp 
through five miles of wildernE'ss to reach the 
school· house. On the whole, his boyhood was one 
contiIlual school of pioneer hardship but it seemed 
that he was well adapted to lead such a life, and 
wa~ needed in Arkansas to hf'lp develop the coun
try. He aided his step-father, Jubn P. King, 
in assisting to clear tbe first farm near Conway, 
and states that he remembers killing deer and 
wolves, where the depot stands at Conwa3, as late 
as l8GS. rpon reaching the age of thirteen years 
he cOIDmenced making his living ab a farmer and 
stockman, renting land and (hiving his own cattle. 
During the period of 18'10 and 1S'3) lUI'. J{uyken 
dall traveled over Arkansas, Texas, l\Iissouri, 
Kansas, "Nebra&ka, Indian TelTitory. following the 
occupation of henling cattle. In] ~81 hE' dpter
mined to settle in his native county, and accord
ingly hought a piece of land three and one half 
miles northwest of Conway. October 2, Ib~L he 
married }\Irs. Alice Stone, widow of J arne"> Stone; 
hel father was Richard Braushaw, of Ma:rsville, 

Ala. Two children werf' b01 n to them: EliaR ~. 
and. Balus L., both of whom died. in infallcy, the 
former in this county, and the latter in Tpxas. 

where lUI'S. Kuykendall also died April 1o, 1~81, 
surviving her infant, BahlS, one month. She 
was buried at Devine, 1\1et1ina County, Tf'xas. 
Her early demise was indeed a severe shock to her 
hu-.;band. She was an exemplary member of the 
l\Iethodist Episcopal Church. Little Hester A. 
still lives and makes her home with her paternal 
grandmother. After the death of 1\1rs. Kuyken 
dall the subject or this sketch returned to Faulk 
ner County and engaged as foreman on the farm 
of J. 'V. Farmer~. in whose employ he remaineu 
about six months, then removing to bis own farm: 
after staying long enough to secure a crop, he 
exchanged this farm for one of fifty acres, which 
be has cleared. and has it uncleI' a high state of 
cultivation. His principal crop is cotton. lUI'. 
Kuykendall is a mem bel' of the Methodist Episco 
pal Church. He takes an active part in local poli 
tics, votes with the Democratic party. and is a 
member of the Agricultural -Wheel and Farmers' 
Alliance. He is yery much intere~ted in public 
enterprises, and gives them his liberal snpport. 

Levi N. Lee, one of the leadjng farmers and 
an E'xtensive manufacturer of all kinds of lumber 
at ,Yooster, East Fork Township, Faulkner Coun 
ty, was born in Coosa Count), Ala., April, :23, 
1843, and was the seventh child. of eleven born to 
lE'aiab and Del\Iai'1s (Donovan) Lee, natives of 
Columbia District, S. C., and Alabama, respect
ively. The father was first married in South Car
olina, but lost his wife soon after. He met and mar 
ried his sE'conc1 wife in Alabama and. resided in that 
State until bis death in 11.., II..,. The elder Lee was an 
extensive planter and a well known citizen of Ala
bawa. in which State the mother ~till reside~. Levi 
N. was reared 011 his father's farm and in~tructed in 
the various duties of agricultural life, and receiyed 
his education in thp schools of Coosa County 
and the Fish Pond Academy. After fini~hing his 
studies he commenced farming for himself, and 
purcbased an improved plantatioll of -t-~O acres in 
his native connty. He remained here and eon 
tinned at that occnpation with SUCcess until lhb2, 
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when be moved to Faulkner Connty, Ark, aud 
settlecl at "Vooster. He purchased sixty acres of 
very fertile land at this place, and bas placed it 

all under cultivation, and tlw following year after 
his arrival he erected a mill plant and a cotton-
gin, hiR various interests now making him one of 
the bLlsiest men in that section. He is active' in 
politics and votes with the Democratic party, lmt 
also advocates the Union Labm tic-keto 1\11'. LEle 
was married in Coosa County, Ala., in ]8()~, to 
nliss Sarah E. Richardson, of Georgia, a daughter 
of George \V. and Nancy (Hall) Richardson, who 
wt're among the earliest settlers of Alabama. The 
father died in 1866, but the mother is still residing 
in Ooosa County, Ala. .Mr. and l\frs. Lee were 
the parents of the following children: James L. 
(who resides in Union Township), Sarah V. (now 
l\Irs. Adams, residing in Texas), J. H., Adaline 
(now lHY5. Dickens, of Greenbrif'r, Ark.), Anna, 
John, O. H., L. L. and Ola G. MI'. Lee lost his 
excellent wife in 1SRS, and in 1880 was married 
to JHiss 1H. J. SimmoIls, of Faulkner Oounty, a 
daughter of Harrison and Missouri (Lyon) Sim
mons, nativeR of Indiana who came to ArkansHR 
in 1~61, aIlll settletJ in what is now Faulkner 
County, where the father became an extensive 
farmer. Harrison ~immon8 died ill lR84, but his 
wife still survives him. During the Oivil 'War 
Mr. Lee enhstecl in Capt. ,Yright' '3 company for 
one year, and was assigned to the Eighth Cavalry 
Regi.ment. At the expiration of his term he re 
enlisted in the Ramp company for three years and 
took part in the battle.,:> of l\Iurfrf'f'~horo. Chicka
manga, Antietam and l\Iarietta, Ga. At the latter 
place he was severply wounded by a gunshot in 
the hip, which confinp 1 him for SOnlP time in the 
hospital at Atlanta. Aftf'l' his rpcovery, he rejoined 
his regiment, awl fonght in a number of battlps 
before the surrender. In 1Sfm be was paroled at 
l\lontgomery, Ala., and l'E'turned to Coosa County. 
1\fr. and Mrs. Lee are both members of the Bap 
tist Church, amI Iibet'al contributor.., to religions 
and pc1ucational matters. lVIt'o Lee has watched 

with interest the gro\vth and progress of FanlknE'r 

Oounty Rince his re..,idence in that place, and notes 

j 'th 1 that a vast chanO'e has taken place 
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not ouly in the agricuHural, commercial and in 
dustrial affairs of the county. hut from a moral 
stanLlpoint as well. 

Louis U. Liuroln, not without justice conceded 
to be among the If'adillg attorneys and well known 
real estate dealers of FauUmEIl' County, first carn(' to 
the city of Conway when it was nothing but a small 
hamlet, in Jannary, IS7-1-. He wac, born in Mem· 
phis, Tenn., May ]0, lb50, and was the youngest 
of three children born to John and Jane (Usery) 
Lincoln. of Virginia and Tennessee, respectively. 
The father was a prominent merchant of Memphis, 
Tenn., and a man whose words werE' an authority 
in commercial circles. He was also a Mason of 
high standing. The paternal grandfather, l\Iorde 
cai Lincoln, was a native of Virginia, and immi· 
grated to Kentucky with his father. Abraham, who 
was subsequently killed by an Indian, who in his 
turn was killed oy Mordecai. This same Mordecai 
Lincoln was an uncle 6f the late President Abra
ham Linculn, thus making the subject of this 
sketch, Louis 0., a third cOHsin to the late Pres, 
ident Lincoln. The father of LouiR C. died in ]832 
in Memphis, and after his death the mother was 
married to Dr. N. Mercer, at Sparta, Telln. Louis 
was reared in Alexandria, Tenn., and received his 
education in the schooh of that city. During tbe 
Oivil "'Val' he was a drummer boy in the Confed 
erate army, and enlisted in Oompany A, of tbe Sev 
euth Tennessee Infantry, when only twelve years 
old, serving for fifteen months. In 1863 he was 
discharged nnder what was known as the non con 
script act, and in the winter of the same year en· 
listed in Ellison's squadron; and was appointed 
courier ancl orderly to Gen. 'Yheeler. ,Yhile act
ing in this capacity he was captured as he was 
carrying a ai~patrh (vt'rbal) from Dalton to ROUle, 
Ga., and was takE'll to Camp Morton, Ind., wherE' 
he was confined for eleven mouths. In February, 
1S()-t.. be wac; discharged and started to return home, 
but was without funds for that purpose. A kind 
hearted ",trang'pr, however. provided him with the 
necessary means of transportation. and befor~ very 

long he was back again to home and friends. On 

his l'f'tllrn homp he found that the war had nearly t 
ruined his parf'nts, financia1ly. 'l'hongb nothing 
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but a boy, yet by going to school and teaching al
ternately. he acqnired not only a thorough English 
education, bnt to a great extent a classical one. 
III fact, he was within five months of graduating 
when his step father died, and his duties called him 
home to look after the interests of his mother. He 
again commenced teaching school, and thus soon 
accumulated enough money to enter a law school, 
and ill 1871 he entered tbe law college at Cumber 
land University, Lebanon, Tenn., alld graduated the 
following year. He did not commence practicing 
law, however, until thf' following yeal', when he 
moved to Conway, anu has been active in his pro 
fession ever since. In connection with his practice 
he deals in real estate considerably and also carries 
on a fire and life insurance businf'ss. He acts as 
agent of the Little Rock & Fort Smith Railroad 
lands, besides handling a large amount of private 
property. In the spring of 1874, 1\11'. Lincoln 
organized a military company in Faulknf'r County, 
and warmly espoused the cause of Gov. Baxter in 
the Brooks Baxter War. His splendid service dur
ing that event was the means of promoting him to 
the rank of colonel, and to still fnrther recognize 
his merits he was elected county and probate judge 
in 1 ~b 1. He was also city recordel' of Conway four 
terms and mayor one term. In politics Mr. Lincoln 
has always been active in working for the interests 
of the Democratic party, and his influence in that 
section has dOIle much toward their success in 
Faulkner County. In secret societies he is a 
member of Center Link Lodge No. 75, I. O. O. F .. 
and has passed all the chains. He has been a 
member of the Grand Lodge since 1876, and is 
now Deputy Grand Mastel', and will in the liue of 
promotion next year be Grand l\IasteL 1\11'. Lin 
coIn also helongs to Faulkner Lodge No. 16~-i, K. 
of H., and is Grand Trl1f'>tee of the Grand Lodge 
of that fraternity. He is a director in the Ex-Con 
federate Association of Arkansas, which body has 
seven officials in that capacity. In 1~Sl he edited 
one of the leading papers in Fanlkner County, 
called the Faulkner County Ledger, bnt retired in 
1 SS8. HEI is now correspomlent for the St. Louis 
Post-Despatch anu the Arkansas Gazette. Mr. 

j Lincoln was married in Conway, in ] RS:S1, to Miss 

Effie l\Iartin, a Janghter of Hon..J. E. and Esthel' 
Martin, who were among the earliest settlers of 
Faulkner County, where their daughter was born. 
Two chiluren were given to this ill arriage: Jessie 
and Robbie. 1\11'. Lincoln is one of the represent 
ative citizens of his county, an.] probalJly no other 
man in that section has done more to promote tllt' 
development of Faulkner County than he has. He 
is a popular man in both commercial aud social 
circles, and his enterprise awl good management 
have given an impetus to the growth of that com
munity. 

A. H. Lind. Among the prominent families 
of Faulkner County is the one whose well known 
representative heads this sketch. Of German de 
scent, the grandfather of our subject immigrated 
from Pennsylvania to Ohio shortly after the year 
1800, at which time Cincinnati was a small viI 
lage. A. R. Lind, his father, waR at this tinlP a 
small lad. He was reared under the disadvan
tages of those days, and upon attaining manhood, 
married, seven sons alld four daughters blessing 
his nnion, seven children now living. After a 
long and useful life, he died, in October, 1SS3, 
esteemed by all who knew him. A. S. Lind was 
reared on his father's farm, but at the age of 
seventeen, his peaceful career ended for the time 
being. In lR6~ he enlisted in Company C, Fifth 
Regiment Ohio Volnnteer Cavalry, 001. Taylor 
commanding, and served in many of the hard 
fought battles of the war, among them being that 
of Altoona Pass and Corinth. He was with Shel' 
man on his memorable march to thp sea, and 
later with him through the Carolinas, being honor
ably discharged at the close of the war, with the 
rank of sf'rgeant. At the conclusion of the war he 
If'arned the stone mason's and cutter's trade, ana 
was engaged in that occupation in Cincinnati for 
three years. He then took Greeley's advice and 
went west, and was for a time occupied at his trade 
on the State house at Topf'ka, Ka8. The succeed 
ing two years were spent in working at his trade 
in Nebraska, Iowa, Illinois and Minnesota. ,Yhile 
ill the latter State he learned telegraphy, hut only 
worked at that six months, when he moved to Ar 
kansas, this being late in 1870. He ente'red a saw· 
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mill on Gold Creek for a tin18, but in 1 Co, 7-t. sold 11 is 

mill and comID0nced farming on his presPIlt tract 
of land. This he has improvea, until it is now one 
of the most valuable farms of tlH'l count). De 
cember 31, I87R, ~Ir. Lind was nni tp(I in marriage 
with Florence, daughtE'r of G001'ge Barley, awl to 

their union three sons aua four daughtEn'l::! have 
been horn; Hetty (born ill Decem bel', 181~)), Geolxe 
(born in May, IElb 1), Edna (born in ,J anum'), 1SI)3), 
Addison (born in NovemueJ\ 1C:;k6), Pearle (born 
in September, 18Cn) and Benjamin H. (born in 
June, 188£1.) Addison died ~Iarch 17, IbS8. For 
the past eight yeaI's ~1r. Lind has served as jnstice 
of the peace, and during this time has marrieu ten 
couples. He is a Republican in politics, a Mason, 
and a rnembE'r of the G. A. R. He makes it a 
rule to take an ad ..... anced part in all matters per 
taining to the welfare of his community, and is one 
of the stanch men of the county. 

D. P. Loretz, of Swiss descent, was born June 
30, 1812, in Lincoln County, N. C., and is one of 
five children born to Daniel and Eliza (Reinhardt) 
Loretz. Thp great grandfatber, Ano.rew Loretz, 
watl a mini5ter of the German Reformed Ohurch. 
His son, abo named Audrew, was born in 17G 1 
and camp to America from Switzerland in 17"{-!', 
landing at Baltimore, and a short time afterwaro. 
married a ~Irs. Schat'ffer, of Hagerstown, Md. A 
few months later tht'y moved to Lincoln County, 
N. c., where he continued tbe good work of his 
father until bis death, which occurred in 1~ 1~. 

His son, DanieL the father of the suhject of this 
sketch, was born in J802 and uied ill ] 1i;)1. He 
was a succes~,ful farmer, living ill Lincoln Uounty, 
and was respected uy all who knew him. Hi8 
brothers wen-" prominent men, holding high offices 
at differellt timE'S. The wift' of Daniel Loretz was 
the o.aughter of ,John and Anna (Moore) Heinharo.t, 
both nativPR of North Carolina. In 1lif)] D. P. 

Loretz enbstetl and ~ervetl ap, lieutt'llant in the Thir 
ty second North Carolina Regiment ill the valley 
campaigus in Virginia, bnt \\ as f,prionsly woundE'd 

at WincheFtE'r, Va.. when under Jubal Early, 
at the time the latter was defeatpd by Sheridan. 
He was in thp battle3 of Spottl-lylvania, etc., and 

j at Norfolk saw the ever to-be rt'membered fight 

betwE'tln the Merrimac aliCI Monitor; belonging to 
the fir5t divisioll, cOlllwmHIpd hy HllgPl' and aftpr 
waHl transferreu to the Army of NOlthern Vir 
glllla. Aftl-lr he was woun,led IlP remained at home 
nntil the clORe of tlH'l war, when he solcl his farm 
and moved to Nmth Ala hallla, and frow thpre to 
Conway, Ark. In 1bSO In>, ll1ovpc! to Mayflower 
anu engaged in farwing, owning spveral lots in 
cOl1DPctioll with hifo, farm. In July, 1",1)7, Mr. 
Lon..tz was ullited in marriage with Anna Aber
nathy of Jacksonville, Ala., daughter of Miles 
W. Abernathy. Mr. and ~IrB. Loretz are mem 
bel'S of the Protestant Episcopal Ohurch, and Mr. 
Loretz is postmaster and has held several other 
local offices in the community. Hp is a member 
of Pat Clebnrn's Post of Oonfellerate Veterans. 
Our subject ha~ in his po:-osessioll numerous papers 
publiohed at Richmond, Va., allo. North Carulina, 
reflecting the opinions of those peopJe at the time 
of tbe war, also the passport his grandfather car 
ried from Switzerland to America. Another article 
which he considers priceless, not because of its 
intrinsic value, but from oW associations' sake, is 
'an autograph album belonging to his grandfather. 
Thifl album is bound in calf with gilt edg~ and is 
in a higb state of presPl'Vatioll. The selections 
were mostly written at Bavaria and are dated from 
177U to 178-1, productions principally of his school 
mates. 

J. E. :l\Iartin, a leading dealer in general 
merchandioe of Faulkner County, first came to his 
present location in 1~75. He was born in \Yhite 
County, Tenn., in J auuary, 1840, and was the 
fourth child of a family of [tine horn to Daniel and 
Rebecca (English) JUartin of the same State. The 
fatber was a prominent planter in Tennessee, who 
left that tJtate with his faillily in ] S+S and settled 
in Van Buren OOllnty, Ark., heing one of the pio 
neers of that seetioll. Hf' there ent€'red land which 
he imprm ed and cultivated nntil the year 1 S3 L 
when he came to what if-:> now Faulkner Oounty, 
whpre ht-' pnrchasE'd a large farm npon which he 

resid€'d nntil hih death, in 18bS. his elevoted wife 
having precedeJ him during the war. The father 
was a well known politician during his life, and a 
man of considerable influence with the Democratic t 
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party in his locality. J. E. Martin was reared on 
a plantation and in8tructed in the dutieR of farm 
1ife. He received his education ill the schools of 
Van Buren and Faulkner Counti!::',,; and also at (luit 
man, and immecIiatply after finishing hi-, ",tmlips 

he tUTneu bis attention to fanning on his own He 
connt. His first venture wa-, to pureha~e a tract 
of land which he improved a11(l cultivated and 
added to on different occasions as bib prospprity 
incl'pased, until at the present time he owns ahout 
2,000 acres, with -ieO under cultivation. He 
first started ill commercial life in the year 167] at 
Greenbrier, and continued at that point until his re 
moval to Conway, where hf' resideu and carried on 
business sinre 1873. He now owns two good brirk 
business houses aIHl bas established a large patron
age and keeps a stock of gooc1s and bupplies 
t_hat would beggar description as to their variety. 
His stock in ever} line is always of the best, and 
he bas earned an enviable reputation throughout 
that section for his honest methods of cIoing bnsi 
nes'3. He takes an active part in politics and votes 
the Democratic ticket, and as a testimonial of their 
regard his party electeu him sheriff of the county 
in 1874. Being the first man to hold that office in 
Faulkner County. In 1 S7() he was re elected and 
also served one term in the legislature the sallie 
year. In 1878 he was offered the nomination for 
State senator but declined ou account of his rap 
idly increasing bU8iness interests. He was again 
electe.l to the legiHlature in 18'S8, and IS at present 
a member of that body and fills the position in a 
highly creditable manner. He was for fleveral 
terms a member of the town council and also 
served Oll the school Loard. In secret order::] he is 
a member of Green Grove Lodge No. 10'1, in high 
standing. JUl'. Martin was married in Faulkner 
County ill the year 18~)\) to Miss Hettie Kerr, of 
Tennessee, by who ill he had t \Vo children: Mary 
Alice (now 1\1r:-,. Griffing, who reside~ in Conway) 
ancI Effie (now JUrs. L C. Lincolu, of the same 
town). He lost his excellent wife in 1~G3, and in 
1800 he was married to 1\li:-,s Sarah J an8 Kerr, of 
Tennes"!ee, by whom he bad seven chil<lren: '\7 jll 

iam Hampton (who IS III partnership \vith his 

j father), Jessie (now Mr:-;. Canada, of Conwa). 

Rosa Lee, Artie, Merrill, Bf'1'lsie and Engene. 
During the war .Mr. 1\1:artin enli~ted, in 1801, in 

Company A, lUcRae' B regilllent, and soon after was 
taken seriously ill and was forceu to l'eturn home. 
He sl.lbse<luently joined Col. Newton's regiment 
after his recovpry, in which he served until the clORe 
of tbe war, taking part in tbe hattles of Prairie 
Grovp, Cape Girar(leau ancI a numlJer of otherR. 
1\11'. l\Ia:rtin took quite an active part in the organi
zation of Faulkner County, and has watched itf-> 
growth and progress with deep interest. He iR 
liheral in bi" ai(l to a11 worthy enterpriDes and his 
personal worth has made him one of the most pop 
ular citizen"! in his community. Mrs. Martin, who 
was a devoted wife ancI mother, died in January, 
] ~b~. 

Edward 1Hun1'oe ]Uerriman, was born in Au 
bm il, N. Y., J nne 1], ] 8--1-3. He enterpd 'Yest 
Point Military Academy from the State of New 
York, in 15G~, and graduated in 1~G7, afterward 
serving in the United States army, ah an officer of 
the first regular artillery, until 1871, when he took 
advantage of the act of Congress, mustering out 
officers with one year's pay and allowances, His 
services were principally in the New York harbor, 
at the city of New Orleans and on the Kansas 
frontier, protecting settlers in the latter locality, 
against raids of the Sioux and Cheyenne Indians. 
Mr. Merriman came to Arkansas on July 4, 1871, 
and settler! at the point where the town of Conway 
is now located, being the olde~t l'esident of that 
place. In 1873 he was appointed postmaster. and 
the followiug year was commissioneu first lieuten 
ant of Arkansa'3 Statf' Guard", during the BrookR
Baxtt-'r troublp. He was eledE'd mayor of Conway 
in 1~7H. and was the second official in that capac
ity of the town. He wa:-; firbt appointed justice of 
the peace in ]87:3, amI in 187V was again ele('ted to 
that office, oce-uP} ing the position up to the year 
18"32, when he waD elected judge of the county court 
of Faulkner County, by the Democratic party. On 
September G, 1~S4, and on September A, 1")8G, he 
was re plectpu to tbe same office and served in 
this nutil 1888. 1\11'. l\lerrimall is a dirpct de
RC'eIldant of President J olm Quincy Adams on hit-> 

mother's side, alld is tbe YOllnge,t of three c~~ 
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Lln'il, botll to Cor) don H. and l\lary (ALlams) 1\1er 
riman, of New York. the former a prominent figure
in the early hibtol') of that State, and in later life 
pr4?sident of the First National Bank, of Auhurll, 
N. Y., with which he had lH:'Ien connected for OV81' 

fifty yC'ars. The elder l\Ie-rriman \Va""' a great friend 
to the Hon. \Y. H. St-'wnrd, whose death occurred 
at Auburn, in u-nn. Of thA Mei't'iman falllily ;vpt 
remaining, Tl'lllllan Adams l'esidps in New York 
City, and is a joul'nali'3t by pl'of~sf',ion, being con~ 
neeted with 1\1r. Dana's staff on the New York 
;:)nn. He was a prominent and brilliant Deillo~ 

cratic politician at one time, and served as a mem 
bel' of Congrf'ss for six years. Corydon alRo resides 
in New York City, where he was formerly engaged 
in banking, but is now representing the intere'Sts 
of a New York millionaire. Edward Munroe 1\1er 
riman was marrieu in Conway, on September 6, 
18,3. to Miss IHatilda Menkns. a native of Prussia, 
who came to thi:;; country with a brother, anel is a 
daughter of 8idney and Elizabeth Menkus, of 
the same place. Mrs. Merrimau'8 father died in 
Prnssia, and thp mother came to the United States 
some timp afterward, and is now residing at Little 
Rock Ark One child hac:; been given 1\Ir. and 
1\Irs. l\lerrlman, a daughter: Mary Adams (borD in 
] t\/-+). 1\11'. Merriman was one of the originatoTb 
and belped to pass the law creating Fanlkner 
Oonnty. Having resided berp from its infancy to 
its pre'5ent grand development, hp has taken an 
active part in promoting its illtf'l'ests and welfal'f', 
and a good part of its proRperity is due to the ef 
forts of hirn.')elf amI a few otber Jeading spirits. 
He has been practicing law since 1S50, and has 
ebtabli~hpd an 8uviablP l'epntation in that profes 
sian. He has always heen a DelDocrat in politic,,",. 

J. R. Miller, who is a prosperouR merchant and 

fanner of Faulkner County, was born in Mem 
phi.. , Tenn., J auuar) 2, 1S5(j, and is the ~on of 
,J. J. and Nancy A. (West) Miller. the former be 

ing an Ohioan h} birth. They were the parenb 
uf five children, two still living. J. J. J\1iller 
went to l\lem phis in 1844-, and worked at his trade, 

that of a painter, an(l wa" married there the same 
year. He remaineu in Memphis until] 847, when 

IH' moved to Ohio, and from therp to Louisville. 

Ky., going thence to New Albany. Returning to 
M<.>mpbif-> hp diet1 thpre in Ib6:t His wife sur 
vived him till lSU'-,. Our :subject l'Pceivt-'(l his euu 
cation a1 the pnhhc scbooh, h\ing with his fathf>l' 
nntil twenty yellrs of agt', when he went to Craig 
head County, Ark., antI farllle(l fo1' two .years. In 
1'S il> he n.Hlved to 8t. Francis Connty, and from 
then~ to Hot Springi:l, hnt relllaillPd only a short 
time. He thell built a large boat and ran up and 
down the Arkansas Riy€ll', and finally movell to the 
shore at Chrisman Plaef'. His boat was ~dterward 
destroyed, after which he built a storehouse, and 
sold goods at Caldwell Landing. In February, 
Hs8.J, be closed out his stock, and in a bhort time 
camp to Mayflower, and ha~ resided here ever since. 
On January 11. 18()-1-, Mr. Miller was nnited in 
marriage to Manda E. Jackson. To this marriage 
three children were born: Catherine, John and 
Nancy. April 15, ] 878, 1\11'. Miller was uereft of 
his wife, ano. in 1880 he took for his second and 
pI eSE'nt wife, :Mary S. Surat, and they are the par 
ents of three children: Sophia, Lizzie and William 
H. He has a good store of general merchandise, 
his stock nsnally invoicing frOID $GOO to $700, be 
hides which he owus 200 acres of land. forty being 
nnder cnltivation. The town was founded in 
H.,Q2, and has a postofficp and two blacksmith shops 
ano. two stores, also a sawmill and two shingle 
mills within a mile and a half, which are doing a 
good business. :l\fr. Miller is a good, all round 
mechanic, amI as fmch is never idle. He has been 
justice of the peace, and during his service had 
the honor of marrying one cOllple. He also bonnd 
over one darke)' who was Rent to the" Pen," be 
sides r1ifJposing of several other eases of minor 
importance. He is a fltanch Democrat, and alwapl 
support:.; thp principles of his party. Active and 
enterprising aR a citizen, he cheerfully gives his 
t-iupport wherever it iR needed, and is not a fol 
lower but a It-'ad8r in matters tE>uding to the pros 
perity and growth of the cOlllmunity. 

J3cob A. Phillips is awong the leading farmers 
of Caney Township and was born August 8, ]8-1,0, 

in Fayette County, Tenn. His parents WE're Alex 
andpr and Catherine (Long) Phillips, the former 
of whom waR born in North Oarolina, in ]804-, and 
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died March 5. 1 '-139, in PrairiR County, Ark. In 
1832 he removeel to Tellnesoee, where he remained 
until 1'338. then going to Prairie Count,\. Ark. 
His parents "'ere ,Yilliam H. Phillips and wife. 
'Villiam' s father was of English descent. and a gell 
eral ill the R(wolutionary ,Yar. Tlw liluthpr of our 
subject was born in North Carolina ill thl? year 
11gb, anel died in 1860, in Prairie Connty. Ark., 
having borne a family of beven children, onl,\' two 
of whom Rre living: Andrew (who resides in Shelby 
County, Tpnn.) and J Reob A. The latter, the 
subject of this sketch, received a very limited edu 
cation in Tennessee, and when twenty years of age 
served in the navy under Gen. Farragut. In 18611 
he married Miss Sarah J. Ferguson, who was born 
in Shelb3" County, in ] SJ5, a daughter of Joseph 
and Elizabeth (Hale) Ferguson, natives of TeDnes 
see. 1\Ir. and 1\l1s. Ferguson were the parents of 
elevE'n children, five of whom survive: ,Yilliam, 
J ames, Robert, Lorenza and Sarah, who is the 
mother of eleven children, eight of whom are Ii" 
ing: 'Villiam A., John L., George L.. Bettie A. 
0., Enos T., Mary L., Cala D. and Grover C. In 
1871 Jacob A. Phillips came to Fanlkner (formerly 
Conway) County, bought 120 acres of lanel. and 
by hard work and perseverance has acquired one 
of the best farms in this region. He is a prom 
inent man, holding several offices of importance. 
and is upright in all his dealings, countin~ his 
friends by the score. He cast his first vote for 
pI'esident for Seymour, but is now in sympathy 
with the Union Labor party. Mr. and Mrs. Phillips 
are members of the Ohristian Church and are use 
ful and influential in all church affairs. command
ing the respect of all who kno\\' them. 

j 

P. H. Prince, county and probate judge of 
Faulkner County, a ilian who stands prominently 
among the legal talents of that locality. was born 
in Tallahatchee County, 1\li8s.. in 18..16. and was 
the eighth of thirteen children born to \Yilliam 
and Sarah P. (\\' illiams) PI'ince, of South Carolina. 
The parents were born in South Carolina and mar 
ried in the State of Georgia. moving to ~Iis~issippi 
about thE' year 1844:, where the father purchased a 
large plantation upon which the family resided un
til the year 18iJ, and then came to Faulkner 
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Oounty, Ark., settling on a farm neal' the town of 
Conway. The father's death occurred in 1'-)87, at 
the age of seventy nine years, and the mother still 
burviveb him at the age of seventy four years. P. 
H. Prince was educated at the district schools of 
his native State. and entered the State University 
at Lexington, Ky., in 1'-1 i2, taking' a literary and 
law course. He l"emained at that institution until 
the year] 87:-3. when he graduated and was admit 
ted to the bar the same year, and immediately 
came to Faulkner County, locating at Conway. 
where he commenced practicing. Since then his 
success has been of the most pronounced type, and 
when actively engaged in his profession commands 
about the laJ'ge::,t clientage in Faulkner County. 
He takes an active part in politics, and is a stanch 
adherent of the Democrat party. In secret socie
ties he is a member of Green GrovE' Lodge No. 
107, F. & A. 1\1., abl) 'Yoodland Lodge No. 11, 
Knights of Pythias. 1\11'. Prince was married at 
Jonesboro, East Tenn , in 1878. to ~Iiss 1\Iartha 
E. Hoss. a daughter of Henry and Anna Maria 
(Sevier) Hoss. of that State. MrR. Prince' s ma 
ternal great grandfather was the first Governor 
of TenneRsee, and a champion at King's Mount 
ain during the Revolutionm'Y 'Var. Two children 
were born to this union: ,Yilliam Henry and Anna. 
Judge Prince and wife are members of the 1\Ieth
odist Episcopal Ohurch, South. and take great 
interest in promoting the educational and religiow:> 
welfal'e of their county. The former has always 
been one of the foremost men to offer his assistance 
in any worthy enterprise for the development of 
his community. and is hig'hly respected by his fel 
low ci tizen~. 

Col. A. P. Robinson needs no especial intro
duction to the readers of this volume as one of the 
most pruminent men in Central Arkansas, for his 
substantial reputation is well known and his name 
a familiar one throughout a large region. He was 
born in Hartford County. Conn., in the year 
1822, and is the uldest child of seven born to LUd
yah and Sophia Eliza (Hosmer) Robinson, both 
nutiyes of the Rame State and descendants from 
Puritanical stock. The parents were aIllong the 
most prominent people in that State, and the ma ~ 

~t 
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ternal grandfather was a noted soldier in the Revo 
lutionary War. The fatlwr moved from his native 
State to Newbnrg, N. Y., when a young man, and 
emLarketl in lmsiness in that city with great suc 
cess. His death occuned in 1 Sf)!, at New York 
Cit}. while his wife stiH survives him and resides 
with a son in California. A. P. Robinson was 
I\'Iared in Newburg, N. Y., and educated in the 
school::> of that place. In his yout11 he displayed a 
natural aptitude for scientific mattenl, and whil€' at 
college was instructe<l in all the intricate branches 
of civil engineering, and after entering illto active 
work was rodman on the first forty-five miles of the 
Erie Railroad constructed west of the Hudson 
River. Since then his operations have exten<Jed 
over the entire country, and he has witnessed the 
growth of the railroad system in the United States 
from its infancy to the great mass of steel network 
extending from Maine to Florida and from the At
lantic to the Pacific. After the war, with an escort 
of cavalry. he made an exploration from the Mis
souri RiYer to Denyer; then moved to the State of 
l{ansas and was engaged by the Missouri, Kansas 
&, Texas Railroad Company. but he left their em
ploy in 18Gg and came to Little Rock, where he 
built the first twenty miles of the Iron Mountain 
& Southern Railroatl, and afterward constructed 
the Little Rock & Fort Smith Railroad, of which 
lines he was chief engineer. He also laid out the 
Hot Springs Ref->ervation for the Government in 
1~~-!. During his cunnection with the Little Rock 
&, Fort f-)mith Hailroad, Col. Hobinson bought GJO 
acres of the company's land, npon which the city 
of Conway now stanus, that place having grown 
until it now occupies thrf'e fourths of the original 
section. Col. Robinson first located at his present 
hOlle in 1871, and since then has been activf'ly en 
gagt'd in buying and selling ff?al t'state. His fine 
plantation is padially inside of the city limits. He 
was the first mayor of Conway, and tilled that 
office for a great many years. In educational mat~ 
tel'S he is deeply interested, ana at the present time 
is serving as presirlent of the school board. The 
ColOlwl has always been active in po1itic~, and car~ 

ries considerable weight in his party. He is a 
}-,tanch adherellt to the RepublicanR, and a vaIna 
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ble lllan to that party whenever he desires to USf' 
his influence. In lli-t.G he was married at New 
York City to Mi"A Lucy BlocJgptt, of that Htate, by 
whom he had five chilUn.lIl, ouly two of whom sur 
vive: Sanfonl (chief engineer. and ref'>iding at 
GuutalUala, Central America), aIHl Lucy (now Mrs. 
Mat-hi€'. who resides in New York City). In 1~5\) 
the first wife died at NOl'wiC'h, Conn., alld in 1S7-i 
Col. Robinson was marrietl to l\Iiss Mary Louise 
De St. Louis, of "Montreal, Canada, who has bet'n 
a devoted wiJe. He is greatly interested ill Short
horn cattle, ana owns some of the finest Jerseys in 
thp State, and has three splendid bulls of that 
breed. Besideg this, he is rp.aring Hne cattle of 
other kinds, hogs; and sheep, and his stock ifl be
yond comparison with any oth€"l' in that flection. 
He is one of the prime movers in every worthy en 
terprise that takes place in Faulkner Connty, and 
his popularity with his fellOiv-citizens is not only 
due to his valuable services to that community, but 
to his personal qualities as well. 

Hon. Joseph Roden, one of the leading millers, 
cotton gin operators and farmers of Faulkner 
County, was born in Tishomingo County, 1\1iss., 
in 1':)39, andis ason of Josiah and NancyJ. (Haw
kins) Roden, born in Greenville District, S. u., 
in 1798, and Overton County, Tenn., in ] 808. re
spectively. The parents wen' married in the latter 
place about the year 1833, and some time after 
removed to :l\Iississippi. Shortly after the out 
break of war between the Nmth and South, the 
pal'ents moved to Hot Spring County, Ark. The 
father was a prosperous farmer before the war, and 
ranked as one of the best planters in the Soulh; 
that is, he had a thorough knowledge of soil. crops. 
and in fact, everything relating to agriculture, but 
after the war was over, almost all of his lands alld 
('very one of his slaves were lost to him. He was 
a Aon of Nathaniel Roden, of South Carolina, who 
was also a prm,perons farmer in Tenn€'ssee, and 
(lied in that f-)tate, as did also James Hawkins, the 
maternal grandfather. Josiab Hoden was manied 
twice, his second wife b8ing lVlisR Maggie \Y e"t~ 

brook, by whom he had on€' child. J ospph was 
the fourth child of seven sons and two daughters 
born to the first marriage, and received a limited 
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education in his youth, owing to the poor facilities 
for srhooling. However, he applied hirn~e]f diIi 
gently to the rudiments of education at horne, and 
being of a naturally fine intellect, anll ha ving the 
ability, he acquired by that means a good common 
English training. During the war he enlisted in 
Company B, Twenty sixth Mississippi Infantry. 
but a few days after entering the army he was 
afflicted with the measles, and waR forced to with 
draw. In 1862 he moved with his parents to Ar 
kansas, and there joined Company I. Sixth Arkan 
sas Infantry, operating in Arkansas and T8xas, 
principally, until the close of the war. His service 
was for most of the time in doing special work, 
these duties requiring great secrecy, shrewdness 
and coolness, and the best praise that can be of
fered to 1\1r. Roden is the truthful saying that his 
work was well done. He surrendered to Gen. 
Oanby in the State of Louisiana, and during the 
same year was mauied at Shreveport, in that State. 
to Miss Lizzie V. Hamlett, a daughter of John and 
Nancy Hamlett, of Tennessee, and Mississippi, 
respectively. John Hamlett was a prominent mer 
chant of 1\larsha11, Tex., for a great many years, 
and was also one of the pioneer settlers of Arkan
sas. His daughter was born in Mississippi, and 
by her marriage with 1\1r. Roden bEcame the 
mother of eight children, of whom six are still liv
ing. Shortly after their union 1\11'. and 1\1:rs. Ro 
den moved to Little Rock, Ark., where for some 
time the former was engaged under contract to do 
the Government teaming. He next entered into 
the boot and shoe business, but llid not remain in 
it long before he found that the occupation was 
not conducive to his interests. He then went to 
Texas and remained a short time, but soon returned 
to Arkansas, and located in Pulaski County. where 
he farmed until 1871. Faulkner Oounty became 
his next location, and in ] 884 he moved on his 
present place, where he now owns eighty.eight 
acres of very productive land, operates a corn and 
flour-mill. and a steam cotton gin. lUr. Roden 
owes his prosperity to his own individual efforts. 
He is a man of enterprise, and with that spirit that 
would never give up under any circumstance. He 
is a stanch Democrat in politics, and was elected to 
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the office of justice of the peace. After that his 
party elected him to the legislature, in which he 
served with distinction. HE' is also prominent in 
Masonic circles, and about twenty· five years ago 
was a member of the I. O. O. F. in Texas. Mr. 
and Mrs. Roden have both been members of the 
Ohristian Church for a great many years. He is a 
man of genial c1if>position and character, and for a 
great liany years supported his aged father and 
mother, who had fallen from affluence to campara 
tive poverty by the ruthless hand of war. In 1887 
Hamlett Postoffice, in honor of his wife's maiden 
name, was established at his place, and he has since 
then been acting as postmaster. 

Jacob Sansom, a thorough and prosperous 
farmer of Faulkner Oounty, is a son of ,Yilliam 
H. and Nancy (Stinson) Sansom, who were bmo, 
reared and married in South Carolina, and from 
there moved to the State of Gemgia, where Jacob 
was born in DeKalh Oounty, in ]826. From 
Georgia the parents moved to Alabama about the 
year 1835, where the mother died in 18·il, a de 
voted member of the Baptist Church. After her 
death the family removed to Tennessee the same 
year, where the father died the following (1843). 
He was a blacksmith by trade, and could be justly 
termed an artist in that line. He fought in the 
'Nar of ] 812, and in later life became a very prom 
inent citizen of Georgia, holding the office of jus 
tice of the peace in that State for a number of 
years. His father was Micager H. Sansom, a na
tive of England, who emigrated to America with 
his parents at an early period. J aeob was the 
ninth child of six sons and seven daughters born 
to the parents of whom only himself and one sister 
are now living. the latter Mrs. Dicy Morgan. of 
1\Iississippi. Jacob never had but two days' school 
ing in his life. The knowledge he acquired by 
his own application, howevPl', greatly exceeds that 
of many college graduates. After the death of his 
father he commenced in life for himself as a farm 
laborer in the State of Mississippi, where he re
sided for ten years. In ]832 he was married in 
Tippah Count.v, that State, to 1\1is8 R. N., daughter 
of 'William Ross. This wife died in 1872 leaving 

six children, of whom two daughters are all :~~ 
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remain: Amanda (wife of H€'m'y Watson) and Sarah. 
III 1073 he was married to 1\IiR~ Matilda Blan.], a 
charming widow, aUll daughter of J am8R and 
Sarah HollingshE'ac1, of Alabama, by whom he had 
one son, 'l'ihlen H€,[l(lricks. 1\ff. Hansom con
tinul,tl to resine in l\Ii:-'Risc;ippi until lf1()~J whE'O be 
carne to Faulkner County, Ark., and has livNl on 
his pre~ent farm for about nine yeani, situated 
six miles east of Conway. He hen'1 owns a 
splpllI..lid farm of 240 acres, and has placed 125 
acres under cultivation, all the re"mIt of his own 
ellt€'rpri~'lf'· and gooa managpment. In Novembt:'r, 
1'i61. J\fr. Sansom joined a Mississippi regiment 
of infantry, and after one month' f' service was 
takpn V8l'y ill and discharged. In J Ulle, 1862, be 
enlisted in Company D, Forty second l\lississippi 
Regim.ent, and was with Gen. Lee during the 
seven days' fight before RichmolHl He al~o 

fought at Gettysburg and was captured at that 
place and taken to David's Island, N. Y., where 
he was confined for two monthq. He was then ex_ 
changpd, furloughed and went home to recover 
from several dangerous wounds received at G€'ttys
burg and other battles, his left hand having been 
entirely shot away at the former place. In pol
itics 1\11'. Sansom is a Democrat, and haR voted 
for evpry presidential canuidate in that party up 
to 1'371, Rinee his first vote for Pierce in 1852. 
He was a member of thA Baptist Church till eight 
years ago, when he joined the Methou.ist and now 
attends that church. 

Alexander 8howalter. Among the residents of 
Stone Township, actively engaged in agricultural 
pursuits and stock raiRing, i~ Mr. 8howalter, who 
was born April 2:2, 1830, ill Entler County, Ohio. 
His parentA, John and Elizabeth (Hinkin) 8ho
waltpr, were natives of Gt'rmany and Ohio, respert
ively, his father coming to thic; country in his early 
manhood, and Rettling in Butler Uonnty, when'l he 
lived the remainder of his life. About two years 
after immigrating here, he married MiRs Elizabeth 
Hinkin, whose father wa'3 a farmer of Butler Coun
ty, a Revolutionary soldier, and a native of North 
Carolina. They were the parents of four children: 
Alexander, Jacob (born in ] ')4-0, was a J3'eueral 
soldier, hut is living on a farm in Henry CountY7 

Mo., whel'f"l he has a wife and two daughterR), Al
fred (horn in 18-1G, awl living in Carroll Connty, 
Ind., hal" a wifp and fivE"l children) and Sophia 
(ooly sister of tlw subjt:'C't of this sketch, born in 
194-7, marrieu John BraIlt, decpast'<1, a farmer of 
Carron UOHIlty, Iud., where she Rtill resiups). 
Alt'xawl('r was l'(-iare<1 to farm lift', but hiB eelnca 
tion was not npg10rtod, HR his father gavp him all 
the a<1vantages that it wa'3 posRihle to ol>tain. 
When tWflnty one years of age he entered Witten 
burg College, at 8pl'ingtield, Ohio, thert:' remaining 
until the war hroke out, when he volunte€'rPll hiR 
serviceE>, and was enrolled in Uompany E, 8even
tpenth Indiana Infantry, Col. ·Wilder command 
ing. He was in active service ten months, when 
he was discharged on account of severe sicknesR, 
and rt'mained at home about one year, after which 
he rEI-enlisted, in 18nS, in the One Hundred and 
Twenty- eighth Indiana Infantry. He was with 
Sherman in hiA famous march to the sea, and took 
an active part in the battle of Frank1in, Tenn., 
being honorably dischargeu, April, 1866. He is 
now on the list of veteran pensioners. February 
14, 1SoG, Mr. Showalter married Miss Rebecca 
Kaziah, daughter of John and Esther (Harget) 
Kaziah. The former was hrought to Amel'ica 
when a small lad, and was reared in North Caro 
lina, of which State his wife was also a nativE', 
there l>eing married. Her father was a farmer. 
Mrs. Showalter has seven brothers and sisters liv
ing, viz.: William, Sarah A., Thomas, George \,V., 
Phcebe Jane, l\linerva A. and Susanna Drusilla, all 
of whom al'e residents of North Uarolina. After 
the marriage of our subject he removed to Indiana, 
where he was engagE'c1 in farming (having rented 
a farm) until January, 187U. At that time, wish
ing to secure a farm of hi'R own, he immigrated to 
Arkansas, (">ntered eighty acre~ of Government land 
in Conway County, and later entered 160 acres of 
State land, of which he c1eared forty acres. In 
18134- he sold that tract of land, and bought the 
farm on .which he now lives, situated in the south
west portion of Stone Townsllip, at th8 mouth of 
the Cadron Ri vel'. He has about seventy acrE'S 
nndE'!' cultivation, with good buildings, and is one 
of the prosperous and progreSSIve men of the 

., 
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county. Tltir. and TIthe. Showalter are the parents 
of seven children: Perry Jasper (born February 
14, 18G7, died :l't1arch n, ] i.,(7), John (born October 
26, 18(j8, died November ~o, 1S87), Julia A. (born 
June 18. If)70, died April 8, ] 872). Ira B. (born 
June 16, 1872, died August 24, 187B), Jesse A. 
(born November 24:, ]875), Oharles E. (born No
vember ~4, 1879, died August 31, 18BO) and James 
'Yilliam (born J anuary 2~, 11.)82). Mr. Showalter 
is a member of Fred Steele Post of the G. A. R.; 
is also an Odd Fellow, belonging to Morris Lodge 
No. 477. Himself allll wife are prominent mem 
bel'S of the Lutheran Ohurch, and are identified 
with every work that tends to the elevation of the 
community in which they live. 

Thomas Springer is one of the most highly re 
spected farmers of this county. A native of Ala
bama. he was born in 1889, being reareJ and ed 
ucated in Tennessee. His parents. John and 
Elizabeth (Gaines) Springer, were Virginians by 
birth, and the former died in 1864: in Mississippi. 
Pennil Springer, the grandfather, came from Vir
ginia to Alabama IV hen a child, being among the 
first settlers of th~t State: the country at that time 
was so spal'sely settled that it was necessary to go 
forty miles to mill. The mothe!' died in Tennes 
see, in 1851. The parents of our subjeC't moved 
from Alabama to Tennessee, rearing their family 
in the latter State, then going to :Mississippi, where 
John Springer died four years later. His wife. 
Betsey Springer, was a native of Tennessee. They 
had nine children, six of whom are now living. 
Thomas Springer, the fourth child, has had four 
wiv~s since reaching manhood. The first wife 
died, leaving no children; his second wife bore 
two: Mary E. (wife of James Laforce) and John. 
To the third marriage six children were born, frye 
of whom are now living: Janie (wife of Hugh 
Black), Daniel and ,Yilliam, l\lartha and :l\Iathew: 
and three children were the result of the fourth 
marriage: Susie B., Jacob and James. In 1882 
TIt{r, Springer moved from Tennessee to his pres
ent home, where he owns 24-0 acres of valuable 
land having 100 under cultivation. He is con
sidered among the most succe'3sfnl farmers of this 
section of Arkansas. During the war he serveu 

eighteen months in the Confederate service, and 
took part in the battles of :l\Iurfreesboro, Corinth 
aUfl many other engagements. Politically be is 
a Democrat. lUI'. and 1\lrs. Springer are useful 
mpmbers of th8 l\Iethodist Episcopal Ohurch, 
South, and have the respect of a large ci1"cle of ac
quaintances. 

Esley P. Stone, as a farmer and stockman has 
been very successful in life. He was born in 
Pennsylvania, October 26, 1824, and is the son of 
Elias and Rebecca (Key) Stone, and a grandson of 
James and Barbara (Garrison) Stone. James 
Stone was a spy in the Revolutionary army, serv 
iug as such the entire period of the war. Elias 
Stone was of Pennsylvania origin. and his wife orig
inally from l\laryland. In 1831 they immigrated 
with thpir family of nine children to West Vir
ginia, four of the children being born iu Pennsyl
vania, and five in Virginia. After farming for 
eigbteen years in the Old Dominion, Elias Stone 
again emigrated, locating on a farm in Arkansas, 
where he died in 1866, and his wife in 1881. Our 
subject commenced business for himself at the age \0 

of twenty, working fOl' his father when his help was 
needed, and entering the employ of others by the 
day or month as he felt inclined. In 1850 he mar 
ried 1\Iiss Sarah JHcKown, a daughter of Gilbert 
and Lydia (Flesher) l\IcKown, natives of Pennsyl 
vania and Virginia, respectively. Their children 
are: Elias J. (born June 5. 1851; married Mary 
Ann Browers, is a farmer and resides in Boone 
County), Hester (born October 1, 1833, married 
1\Ir. Green Hogan, and is now deceased). Job (born 
October 8, 1855, married, and now lives in Stone 
Township, Conway County), John 1\1. (born Decem
ber 1, 1857, and married 1\lis8 Lucy Smith), Amos 
K. (born March ] 0, 1 f)60, died at the age of two 
years), George and Stewart (born l\lay 29, 1~62; 
George died November 14, ]86B, and Stewart died 
September 13, 18(5), Robert E. Lee (born Sep. 
tember 5, 156-t), 1\Iargery (born February 8, ]867, 
anq. marrieu 1\Ir. Joseph Beaver, and reHides in 
Conway) and Lydia Rebecca (born March 14,1871). 
Mr. Stone enlisted in Lieut. Hughey's company of 
Arkansas Volunteer Al'tillery, in 1863, but served 
only a short time, owing to sickness, when he was 
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sent llOm€' by the surgpon of the :Military Post 
Hospital, at Danlenelle, Ark., and belel hy the 
Confederate army at the time. 'Vhen Mr. Stone 
came to Arkan8a~ there was an abumlan('e of game, 
geese, wilel turkep;, <tnd otLer fowl, etc, awl 
wolYes wt're also nnmerons. In 1C;5:i he bought 
land of the GovE'l'nmt-'ut at tllE' graduation price, 
which waH 12~ cents per acre, purchasing 1GO (l,er(:'<-, 
on which he erected a log cabin. and as there was 
no saw mill ('onv811ient, fioored his cabill with 
split and hewed logs, called puncheons. They 
now have sometbiog that is quite a curiosity at 
this (lay, in the sbape of a cabin with a pnnch
eoned fioor, and resting on land purchased by the 
Government. In 1802 Mr. Stone put in a crop of 
thirty five acres of corn and cotton on his father's 
place, and from this crop realized proceeds suffi 
cient to stock his own farm. In 1838 he pre 
empted his farm of 1DO acres, and erected the cabin 
before mentioned, and in 1854: proved up and paid 
fee. At the time of thp purchase there were twelve 
acres of land under fence. into which he put a crop 
of corn, cotton and wheat and in ltl37 put m a 
('rop of about twel ye acres of wheat, yiehling 22\:) 
bushels. A much larger crop might have been 
realized with the improved machinery of to day. 
He formerly groun<l the meal for the family on a 
110uble cranked steel mill, by hand, after the corn 
beeame too hard to he uRed on the grater. J\frs. 
and 1\1r. Stone are members of the M flthoc1ist 
Episcopal Church, as are alqo Margery, Eliac.; and 
Hp..,ter; and Mr. Stonp helong!'! to Greell Grove 
Loclge No. 101, at COllway, Ark. In politics he 
ie; a Democrat. He iH a gpntleman who contrilmtl:'s 
largely to (,burch, flchool and, in fact, all enter 

prises worthy of support. 
]\!. R. H. Taylor. There are very few, if in 

d!:'ed any of the traveling public in Arkansas, who 
ha,-nO' not at ~omp tiille or other pnjoypd thp hos 
pitality of the popnlar TayJor Housp, :o,ituatt'd near 
tIlt-' Little Hoek & Fort Smith depot. 1\11'. Taylor. 
t bf' geuial proprietor, wa.., born in ,r est TeIlllesC!ee, 
ill the year] 852, and was the youngest in a family 
of nine children, bOfrr to Ryley and l\Iary Ann 
(Gooch) Ta.ylor, of North Oarolina. The par£>nts 

J w!:'re lllarriPll iu Carroll County, Tenn., where the 
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fatht-'r was engaged in farming on an extell:'live 
scale. The lattP!' dietl in 1CS;::':1, but the mother 
1'>till Hurvi\Ps and fe-sides with her hon, the hubject 
of this sketch; previou'{ to comillg to Al'kanpas. 
both mother and. Ron Wf'ut to Mississippi, where 
they livP(l for SOlU(> time. Mr. Taylor was reared 
and instrnctpu to the dutif>s of farm lifA in bi'3 
youth, aIld attPilded scbool in hih nati vp place. 
His oC'cupation prior to f>ettling in Arkan'3aR, was 
farming. in which he was very successful, and now, 
as a hotel and liveryman, he bas made an en viable 
reputation throughout Central Arkansas. His pros
perity is all due to his own individual effort and. 
enterprise, baving started in life with very little, 
and no man conld be more deserving of tbe popu
larity and large patronage that he E'lljOyS. He is 
not an active politician, but votes with the Demo
cratic party. He is a melllber of \Yoodland Lodge 
No. 11, K. of P. Mr. Taylor was married in Tate 
County, Miss., to J\1iss A. Powers, by whom he has 
bad five children, fonr yet living: Ryley, Sallie, 
Anna and M. R. H., Jr., the latter giving evidence 
of being a "ctip o· the old block." Mr. and Mrs. 
Taylor are members of the Baptist Church, and 
take pleasure in assisting all rf'ligious and educa 
tional enterprises. The former is a watchful ob
server of events, and has noted the progress of 
Faulkner County since his residence in that place. 
He is WAll respected and universally esteemed. 

J. 'Y. Underhill, editor and proprietOl' of thp 
Log Cabin, published at Conway, Ark., was born 
in Trigg County, Ky., in 18;)6, and was the eldest 
of a family of seven children born to E. P. and 
Elizaht-'th (l\lil1er) Underhill, of Tennpsc;ee, who 
emigrated to Kentucky. Thp father is a physician 
and Rurgeon of great skill anu reputation in Ken 
tucky. His son, the principal of this sketch, fir<.;t 
taught school in the year] 882, in Faulkner Conn 
ty, Ark., a short distance from 'Yooster. At the 
end of two years hp moved to Conway, aod waH 
thpre employed by tbe firm of Griffing k \Y itt. and 
later by l\lartin & Harton. In J SCS5 htl pm'chased 
a part interest in the Log Cabin, and in ]813, 
bought the full interest in that paper, which is 
now the leading paper in Faulkner County, and 

has a circulHtion of aoout, 1,000. Politically, :.~ 



FAULKNER OOUNTY. ,43 r r 

UndeI'hill is a Democrat, and wields considerable 
influence in his county. H8 was a elelegate to the 
National Press Association, which met at Detroit, 

. Mich., in August, 1880. In secl'et orders he is a 
member' of Green Grove Lodge Nu. 107, F. & A. 
:1\1. J and also belongs to Eastern Star Ohapter. He 
also belongs to '\Y oodland Lodge No. 11, Knights 
of Pythias. In 1856 he was married to ~fiss Daisy 
Elllbrey, of Mississippi, a daughter of David and 
Bettie Embrey, of the same State. The former 
lost his life dluing the Oivil ,Val', while gallantly 
espousing the Oonfederacy, while the mother is 
still living, and resides in Oonway. This union 
gave 1\Ir. and 1\11's. Underhill one child, Blanche. 
Mr. Underhill had been married previously, in 
Trigg Oounty, Ky., to Miss Bettie Holland, of 
that State, but lost his excellent wife in 1881, 
leaving two children: Mary and Samuel. He is 
one of Faulkner Oounty's most enterprising citi 
zens, and has contributed much to its development 
since his residence here, especially in promoting 
its educational interests. 

Dr. H. B. 'Veal' is a prominent representative 
of the medical fraternity in East Fork Township. 
The sixth son of a family of twelve children 
born to William and l\1ary Ann (Tipton) ,Veal', 
his birth occurred in Blount Oounty, Tenn., in 
182U. His parents were natives of Tennessee, 
the father emigrating in 1835 to Alabama, where 
he owned a large f31'm and l'emained until his 
death in 184:0. His excellent wife survived him 
until 1869. The family on the paternal side was 
of Irish and on ihe illother's side of Scotch descent. 
Young Wear was reared to farm life, receiving an 
education in the schools of Alabama, and having 
manifested a disposition to study medicine, was 
given every advantage to do so. He studiecl first 
in Cherokee Oounty, Ala., later at the Medical 
College at Nashville, Tenn., in 1836, and after
ward at Atlanta, Ga., where he graduated in 1,s5" 
beginning the practice of hio profession in Ohero 
kee Oounty, Ala_, in the same year. He w:ts mar
ried in Georgia, January 1, 1831', to l\liss Nancy 
Ann Townsend, a daugbter of Robert B. and 
Rispba (Hiett) Townsend, natives of South Oaro

in what is now East Fork Township. where the 
mother died in 1871, and the father in 18?:{3. In 
1858 Dr. ,Veal' moved to East Fork Township, 
embarking at once upon an extensive practice all 
over the country. In 1839 he invested in 160 
acres of law1, adding to it since and now has 320 
acres. with sixty under cultivation. He enlistert 
in I8G1 at ~pringfield, Ark., for twelve months as 
surgeon captain in Oompany B, of Seventeenth 
Arkansas Infantry. and served as such until his 
discharge at the close of the war. He thpn locat 
ell in Faulkner Oounty, where he has oince resided. 
enjoying a fair prosperity and the esteem of hi., 
fellow men. He is a Democrat in politics, a mem
ber of the ~lasonic fraternity, and has served his 
lodge as \Yorshipful Master at different times. In 
1885 Mrs. 'Vear died, leaving a family of seven 
children: Oaswell B. , :Mary Ann, 1\lartha A., 
Hobert King. Sarah Matilda, 'Yilliam Taylor and 
Oi:>car Allen. In 1886 Dr. 'Veal' selected. for his 
second and present wife, 1\lrs. Minerva Sinclair 
(nee Ryan), a native of Missouri. The Doctor is 
the oldest living settler in East Fork Township, 
and has always taken a great interest in those 
matters tending to the good of the county. He 
makes hosts of friends wherever he goes. 

J. R. ~'iV illiams, of the firm of 'Vitt &, ,y illiams, 
general merchants at Oonway, Ark. This house 
carries a complete line of clothing, dry goods, 
groceries, hardware, and, in fact. everything to bE' 
found in a first class establishment of its kind_ 
The business was first organized in 1~79, under 
the firm naille of "Talton & ,Vitt, but in 1881 :\11'. 
\Valton witbdrew, and the name was changed to 
Griffing ty, ,V itt. It continued under tbis heading 
until the year 18gg, when it was changed to ,Yitt 
Bros. In 188~ Mr. 'Yilliams was entered as part 
ner, and the name then became \Vitt Bros. & \Yill 
iams. hnt in January the firm underwent anotber 
change. the name being now \Vitt & \Yil1iams. 
This establishment has one of the finest locations 
in the city. facing the public fiquare. and three ap
proaches to it. Their business io among the larg~ 
est in the county, and they have built up a repn 
tation for honesty, fairness and enterprise that no 

lina, who emigrated to Arkansas in 1858, settling competition can shake. Mr. \Yilliarns was born in t 
.., ~F 
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Faulkner County in the year 1853, aw] was the 
youngest in a family of six children born to Sam 
uel and Eliza (Henderson) ·Williams, of Alabama 
and Arkausas, respectively. The father first came 
to this State with his parents when only eighteen 
years of age, and settled in Barryville, Carroll 
oounty, and were the first settlers of that place. 
'Vhen twenty eight years of age, the elder Will
iams moved to Perry Oounty, where he first met 
his wife, and aftE'r their marriage he farmed in that 
place, and made it their home nntil the year 1831, 
when he moved to Faulkner County. He pur 
chased a tract of land at this place, and resided 
upon it until 1873, when he moved to Perry Ooun 
ty, where be remained for oue year. He then 
returned to Faulkner County, where he lived up 
to the time of his death, on March 8, 1887, at the 
age of seventy-one years. In politics, he was al 
ways active and a leader in his party, anel for sev
eral years served as justice of the peace. rrhe 
mother died in 1863. J. R. vVilliams was reared 
and instructed in the various duties of farm life, 
and received his education in the district schools 
of Conway Oounty. In 187~ he commenced farm
ing on his own account, and in 1878 purchased his 
first tract of land, consisting of 200 acres, of which 
he placed twenty-five under cultivation. He re
mained at this occnpation with success nntil 1881, 
when he moved to Oonway and established a gen
eral collecting agency. His career since that time 
has been marked by untiring energy and enter
prise, and he is now one of the leading business 
men in that section. Mr. Williams is an active 
politician, but votes for the man who, in his judg
ment, is best fitted for the office, and sympathizes 
with no particular party. He has always advocat 
ed the principles of sobriety, and is one of the 
foremost spirits in the temperance movement. In 
1877 he was a member of the town council, and 
for some length of time was also constable of 
Oadron Township. In secret societies, he is a 
member of Green Grove Lodge No. 107, F. & 
A. M., and also belong8 to \Voodland Lo(lge No. 
11, K. of P. In 187~ he was married, in Faulk
ner County, to Miss Louisa Hartje, of that connty, 
a daughter of Augustus and Louisa (Bartlett) 
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Hal'tje, the father a native of Gl:'rmallY, who arriv 
eLl in this country when eleven years of age. By 
thiH marriage ]\11'. and Mrs. Williams have seven 
children: clamuel A., Mary Alice, Elether Emma, 
Benjamin Orion, Roscoe Hartje, Bobert Edward 
and Lewis. Mr. Williams and his wife are mem
bers of the Methouist Episcopal Ohurch. South, 
and are liberal contributors to an religious and ed
ucational enterprises. 

H. Bailey 'Vilson, farmer, deserves much more 
than passing rnelltion in the present volume, as one 
who has been intirnatf'ly and worthily identified 
with the county's progress and advancement, from 
an early period. He was born in Spartanburg 
District, S. C., January 16, 1823, and was the 
sixth child of James and Pruc1y (Harris) vVilson, 
the former a native of Georgia, who died June 20, 
1838, in that State. His father was Newman Wil
son. Prndy (Harris) Wilson was born near Knox
ville, Tenn., and became the mother of nine chil 
dren. H. Bailey ·Wilson received his education in 
Georgia, and upon arriving at maturity, married 
Miss Louisa E. Strickland of Ohattooga Oounty, in 
18-±~. Mr. and Mrs. 'Vihwn were the parents of 
seven children, only two living at the present time: 
'Villiam M. and Marion A. Mr. Wilson is one of 
the oldest and most respected citizens of this coun
ty, having located in this settlement in 1859. He 
owns 520 acres of land, and ha'3 about sixty acres 
under cultivation. He is a member of the Agri
cultural 'Vheel, and a Democrat ill politics. This 
township was named in his honor, and it is but the 
truth to say that such distinction is well deserved, 
for he has interested himself greatly in the welfare 
of the community, and has liberally supported 
worthy institutions. 

Col. A. R. Witt, one of the prominent citizens 
of Faulkner County, and a leading druggist of 
Conway, was born in Hamilton County, Tenn., in 
1C,30, and moved to the northern part of Alabama 
in ] t:l36, bf'ing the eldest in a family of four chil 
dren born to Jesse and Sarah (Rogers) Witt, of 
Tennessee. The father removed from Alabama, 
where he had resided up to the year 1842, and then 
came to Van Buren Oounty, Ark., where he settled 
on Little Reel River and commenced farming. 
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Later on he moved to Quitman in the same county, 
where· he embarked in bu~iness, antI ·was also ap 
pointed postmaster, which officE' he held up to the 
tille of hit> death in 187"5. HilS excellent wife 
died in 185-1. A. R. 'Vitt came to A.rkansas wIlen 
twelve years old, and was educated ill the Arkan
sas Colh·ge at Fayetteville. After leaving the 
college he contiuued to reside in that city, and in 
1857 was elected State land commissioner. In 
1859 he went to California with a herd of cattle, 
and remained all the Pacific coast until the year 
18f31, when he retlll'ned to Arkansas ami located 
at Little Rock. At this time active preparations 
were being malle for war, and Mr. ,Yitt was one 
of the fir~t to recruit a company. He organized 
Company A, Tenth Arkansas Infantry, and was 
appointed captain, but after the battle of 8hiloh 
his splendid service in action was the means of 
promotin~ him to the rank of colonel, in which 
capacity he remained until the close of the war. 
Col. 1Yitt took part in the battles of Shiloh and 
Port Hudson, and at the latter place was captured. 
After being paroled he returned to the west bank 
of the JUississippi, and was with Gen, Price on his 
raids throngh 1\Ii-,;souri. ",Vhell the war was over 
he came hack to Van Buren County and com 
menced farming on a plantation of his own. In 
1807 he was elected to the 8tate senate from Van 
Buren and Izard Counties, ancl was also a delegate 
in 1874 to the constitutional convention from thp 
former county. The following year he was 

elected chancery clerk, awl later was appointed a 
Btate officer. In 11)77 Col. Witt removed to Con· 
way, where he embarked in tht> drug business, 
and now owns the finebt establishment in that city. 
He was appointed postmaster on ]}Iay 1<:S, Iflb4, and 
held the office until July S, 1CS":l0, giving the public 
a postal service that was satisfactory in every way. 

HA is a Democrat in politics, a stanch supporter 
of that party, and a man of considerable influence 
in the surrounding country. In secret societies h8 
is a member of Gl'een Grove Lodge No. 107, and 
also belongs to Center Link Lodge No. 75, 1. O. O. 

,F., awl Faulkner Lodge No. 1,824, K. of H. The 
Colonel married, in Van Buren County, ] <:SO 5, JUiss 
H. C. l\Iiller, of South Carolina. by whom he had 
six children: Annie (now 1\lrs. Forns, of Little 
Rock). Sarah. Earle, Vernon and Coy, and Oile ueacl 
Col. ",Vitt's efficiency was promptl}' recogllized by 
Gov. Hughes when a vacancy occurred in the 
county judgeship, and he wa;., appointed to the 
office. His military record. was also well reillelll 
bered, and the rank of brigaJit>f general of militia 
was conferred on him. The Colonel has bt>en 
cleeply interesteu in the development of Faulkner 
County ~ince his l'esieJence here, and has perhaps 
wak-Lea its progress more cloSE-Iy than any other 
citizen in that community. He is a lilwral con 
tributor to all worthy entel'pri",es. and is al wayt:, 
one of the foremost in ailling educational and. re 
ligious matters. He and wife are both members 
of the Baptist Ohm·eh. 

j t 
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Ye pioneers, it is to you 
The debt of gratitude is due; 
Ye builded wiser than ye knew 
The broad foundation 
On which our superstructure stands. PI ({,f'1'e. 

RGA NlZA TlON in were Messrs. T. A. :Morris, John "\V. Harrison 
any community is of and W. M. Allison. They met soon after, but, as 
prime importance, and all records previous to 1877 are destroyed, events 
the er~ction of Grant previous to that date can be located with littlp 
Oounty was of sufficient exactness. The old storehouse of E. H. Vance, 
moment to occupy Sr., about one mile east of the site of Sherjdan on 
thoughtful minds in an the Pine Bluff road, was used for this meeting as 
early day. There were well as for court. L. M. Veazey, who had entereu 

land on Section 8, Township 3, Range 13, gave 
forty acres, and on Section 10, of the same township, 
A. N. Harris, of llli nois, gave eighty acres of his 
land, as a plat for a new county seat. This was 
accepted, and blocks 300 feet square were laid out 
into twelve lots each. Block 28 was to contain the 
public buildings. Judge T. A. Morris, with Clerk 
E. H. Vance, Jr., Sheriff T. 'Y. Quinn, Treasurer 

j 

famous name Lieut.- Thomas PagE', Coroner J. Holiman, Surveyor L. 
Gen. P. H. Sheridan. The bill was approved J anu G. 'Williams and Assessor J. H. Burk held forth 
ary -1, 1860, under Republican administration, and at the temporary county seat at JUl'. Vance's for 
included the present boundaries of the county. The about a year. Then they occupied the present 
commissioners chosen to locate the county seat old storehouse on the northwest corner of l\lain 

3,9..t.8 people in those parts of J ef 
fersoll, Saline and Hot Spring Coun 
ties in the region of Hurricant' Creek 
when the Seventeenth legislature 
concluded to form a new county and 
give it the namE' of the great general, 
then presiuent, U. S. Grant, and 
whose seat of jnstice was to bear his 
colleague's 



7-18 HISTORY OF 

and Center ~tl'eet~, neal' the Sheridan Hotel, while 
a court hOUS8 wa~ ill conn30 of ere.ction, aud in 
1811 tb e new house was fini~hpd, HUll 8heriuan be
came the permanent couuty seat. 

The municipal townships were orgaulzed thl~ 

same as at present. Simpson was named from a 
m-eek; \\Taf'>bington; Daryt-.aw, was namE'lt from the 

old Pint' Bluff hunter, John Derrist-.eaux, who elates 
hi~ a1'ri\ al to 1S25, and who">e name is spelled to 
suit the ctverage American; Madison, Frankliu; 
JHerr~ Groe.n, from an old postoffice; Calvert, from 
all early and Wl,JI known family of that l'egioll i 

De Kalh; Davis; Fenter, from a family name; and 
Tennesoee, whose inhabitants were chiefly from thp 
State bearing that name. 

The proceedings of the court have beE'n unevent 
ful. In 10,77 care was taken to refund the scrip 
after the bUl'l1ing of the court Louse. and abont 
] 873 an election was beld to vote for aiding the 
Little Rock Or, Alexandria Railway, tbe rE'snlt of 
which was to l'E'fuse aiel by a large majol'ity. 

rrbe first court houf-le built in 1871 was on the 
Hite of the pl'e~ent one and was a frame two~story 
structul'l', vOx··±(} feet, and CORt about $;),500. 

About 1~74: a wooden jail was built at a total 
cost of $1, :::'95. The court house was nsell as a 
postoffice also, and on the night of :Malch 18, 
1877, it waH totally dec;troyetl by fire. Mauy eir 
CUill~tauces of a vel'j questionahle naturE' connpcted 

a popular suspicion with the deputj C'lerk, who 

SOOD after left tLp country. A temporal'Y court 
houf18 was made of a building on thp llOrtheast cor
ner of CeutC'r ana Oak Street"" until the prec.ent one 
was completed in l~bO hy Coutractor T. L. Cole, 

undpr the dir0ctlon of OommisHionf'rs L. H. Kt'mp, 
J. W. A. Hood and Nathan Hall, at a cost of 
$1 J)"O. It i~ forty feet square and a two story 
frame. A neat brick jail replaced the old one m 
18b3. and cost $;), -!OO. 

TIll" fir"t officer::- of the county were those of 
lhnV: T. A. J\.1orric;, judge; E. H. Vanc!?, Jr., 
clerl~; T. 'V. QniIlD, sheriff: rrholllas Page, tn-as 
nrE'l'; J. Holiman. coroner; L. G. ,YilliawH, sur
veyor awl J. H. Bnrk. a,,;s\:'~~or. 

, ,Jl~dgps: rr. A.. 1\101'1'1<;, 181m 72; , 1872 74-; 
'Y. A. Smith, 1'-57J to death, followed by C. W. 
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Fry; J. H. Crutchi.ieJ(l, 1H7o-7h; rr. A. 1"lol'l'is, 

1"j'-) '-)0; \V. T. POl'. 1b",0 ,,'!,; J. \Y. Lybrnnil1 


1~~:! Sf); ~. R. Cubb, Ib~(j UO. 


r1'1e cll?rk" servpu a'-> follow",: E. H. Vance, J r., 


1':,nv 72; T. D. Rho 1es, 1"72 /8; VV. N. Cleve 

hlll(l, Ibitl hO; T. B. Morton, 1bbO bn; W. J. 

Wallace, 1 "Sf) ,,~; ,). J. B(><~V\?rs, 188B UO. 


The RIH'riff's office has had 1lf-l incnmlJenh;: T. 
\r. Qninn, l)GD 7-1; S. D R(.>e-e, j,,74 7'3; W. C. 
U. DOl'o1.lgh,]l)i':, 1)0; S.D.RL-O~0, ItlBO 84; 'Y. 
0. C. Dorough, l~~-t BO. 

Trea~nrers: 'rhomas Page, ll)(m 72.; J. ,Yo 
Lybranu, 18/2 74:; D. John-;oo, 1g/.J, )+; R. lH. 
HodgeI's, 1)I.lJ 00. l\lr. Johnson' 0 was the long

est service of Rny county officer, 
Uoronen, have chang~d every term: J. Holi 

man, 180V 72; D. Chapman, 1872 7,J.; C. M. 
Gentry, 11.l74-76; H. Hamilton, 187G 78; B. P. 

Morton, 1'-57b 80; B. C. Sneele, 1S80 8:2; D. S. 
Harrison, 180,2 84:; J. L. Clegg, 188-1: 86; 
l1)S() 00. 

Surveyors: L. G. 'YilliRill!';, 1869 72; J. L. 
Clegg, 1872 74; F. H. Smith, 1874: 70j D. C. 
Lee served from March, ] 87G; J. L. Clegg, 187G 
78; D, U. Lee, I S78 30; A. G. Smith, 18~O 82; 
J. L. Clegg, 1882 8(); S. Lee Shen, ] &~() 1888; 

,V. D. McDonald, 18S8 UO. 


The asspssor's list is as follows: J. H. Burk, 

180H 72; E. H. Vance, Sr., 1b7~ 74; R. H, Ray, 

1t37-i 76; W. C. U. Dorough, from March, IS7!); 

,Yo c. C. Dorough, Ib7G 78; ,V. R. L. Bird, 

Hno, 80; ,Yo R. L Bird, 1880 82; \V. H. 

Gober. 1b82 88; J. A. \\ addell, 18~" 00. 


Reprpsentatives began in 1'17]: J. F. Lane, J. 
,J. 8nill pteI' and James 1\I. Bethel, in place of O. 
K. Kymes, P. B. Allen and N. Ellington, for Thir
teenth district (Hot Spring, Montgomery, Polk, 
SeoU and Grant); L. D. Gilbl'eath, J. J. Sumpter 
and Gporge G. Latta, in ] 873, for Thirteenth dis
trict; B. McGuire, U. U. Johnson, 'Y. W. Hughej 
and A. J. Wheat, in Gov. Baxter's extraordinary 
8es,->ion, in 1574, and for the Twentieth district 
(Jefferson, Bra(lley, Grant and Lincoln); \\'. N. 
Cleveland, for the countj7 ill 187-1. 75; T. B. Mor 

ton, ill 1877; L. H. Kemp, in 1879; W. N. Oleve
land, in 18~1; James H. Crutchfield, in 1883:' t 
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H. H. Smith, in 1885; J. ,V. Lybrand, m 1887; 
L. H. Kemp, in 1'-\8U. 

The senators' list begins in 1813: B. B. Beav 
ers, in Twenty-first district, before districts were 
changed to cover the county; the same in Gov. 
Baxter's session of 1874:; Hugh 1\1cOallum, in 
1874:-75, for the Ninth district (Saline, Garland. 
Hot Spring and Grant); A. A. Pennington, in 
same district, for 1871; the same, for the same, in 
1879; J. S. ,rilliallls, elected in 1880, for four 
years, for Ninth district; J abez :1\1. Smith, for 
same, in 1885; same in 1887; T. B. Morton, for 
same, in 1889. 

Oonstitutional delegates: Davidson O. D. Oun
ningham in 1874. 

Grant County is a part of the Seventh judicial 
and the Second congressional districts. 

Circuit judges covering the county were: Jobn 
"\Yhytock, July 23, 1SBS, in Seventh circuit j 
George A. Kingston and R. T. Fuller, from April 
26, 1873, in the Fourteenth; J abez 1\1. Smith, Oc 
tober 31, 187-4:, and J. B. Wood, October 31, 1872, 
since in the Seventh circuit. 

The county has no agricultural or medical so 
cieties, although an effOl't was recently lUade 
among a few physicians for the latter. The Far 
mer's Alliance here had members, and the County 
Agricultural Wheel was formed in 1853, with J. 
,Yo Lybrand as president, amI now has about 
twenty local "wheels." There are four seCI'et 
societies, all :1\Iasonic Sheridan, Moonyville, Tay 
lor and Bethlehem. 

No bonds have ever been issued by the county. 
In 1878 the receipts were $-1. 92B. GB, to an expend 
iture of $4:, 4:G7. 62, while fOl' 18StI they were 
$8,677.99 to $6,4:0 l. 20, with a balance on hand of 
$4,511. 84: above all debt. In 1878, when there 
were 997 polls, the tax books show the following 
figures: Horses, 1)313, valued at $-1-UH7; mules, 
4153, at $24,385; catOe, 7,710, at $+,34::3; ~heep, 

3,380, at $4:,14:4:; hogs, D, (laG. at ~ 12, ~'-lG, awl 
others to a total of $1 U"7, (l33. The t axal )le real 
estate of 1880, two years later, was $:315, ba3. In 
1888, ten years later, when there were 1,:356 polls, 
these figures appear: Horf'les, 1A8G, at $6G,] 03; 
cattle, 10,059, at $01,284:; mules, 833, at $53,4:58;

J 

sheep. 3,205, at $3,3B7; hogs. 12,208, at $14:,021, 
and other personal property to a total of $332,564:; 
while there were 357, 505. O~ acres of taxable land 
valued at $4:33,680. The past year has shown con
siderable increase generally, especially in land 
taken up, and increase in colored polls. The col
ored influx from the Carolinas makes these people 
about one~ninth of the population. Two whole 
school districts are controlled by them. The coun 
ty poor are put out to the care of the lowest bidder. 

The highways of the county are in fair condi 
tion, and all but six roads radiate from f::lheridan; 
the most important are: To P~ne Bluff, that prin. 
cipally used as freight road, about twenty five 
miles; to Benton and Malvern, respectively, 
twenty eight and twenty five miles, making alter
native routes, affording daily mails; to Little 
Rock; to Rison, and to Redfield, the nearest rail
way point. There are about twelve bridges in the 
county, all of wood. No railway exists here, al 
though the Little Rock & Alexandria Oompany. 
and the Muskegon Lumber Oompany have maue 
efforts to secnre aid to pass through; there is not 
f,trong enough desire for it on the part of the mass 
of the population, although the leaders in the 
county recognize a railway outlet as the greatest 
need and most profitable actplisition that the coun 

ty can I'eaEze. 
This region wag a paI't of the old Quapaw hunt 

ing ground~ in the early part of this century, but 
of the mounds which are fuunel here (indicating a 
race previous to them) they knew nothing, except
ing to say "the) were alwa) s there." Among 
those mounds which have been opened, and which 
are invariably near SOllie permanent spring or 
spring fed ponu, are two on the old J obn Ratliffe 
farm. twelve miles west of Sheridan. At an early 
day JUr. Francis Posey and others opened three 
mounds, and found parts of a decayed skeleton of 
a large size. The lower jaw was well preseryet1. 
and the teeth remarkably sounll. Oharcoal and 
ashes, togpther ,yith shells and a piec0 of a big 
pipe, weI'e also alllong the cOllh'lltS. In other 
mounds pottery and arrO\v~ have heen found, aad 
the earth even at that timE', early in the -10' s, had 
been so long unmoved that large ,. board trees" t 
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WeI'e growing on the mound. The ancient l'<-lce of 
Mound Builders, so extensive and civi1iz~d, Aeem 

to have left no traditions of thpffiBelves tu the In 
dians of the region. 

The Quapaws and othert-l who hnd l'E'llloved and. 
only occasionally passed through b.\ the latter part 
of the ao' s,used the ohl trai18 or b-a-ces. TUB ch~of 
of thf'Sfl were PinEl Bluff to Camden and Hot 
Springs, the fOrllE'r known as the ., Mitchell Bonue 
trace/' the largest and most freq II ented. Noth
ing earlier than 18,*0 can be learned of the terri 
tory embraced io Grant UuuDty, as lUI', Fl'ancis 
Posey came in I8·H, and is the only one of the 
settlers then of age now living. The Indians that 
passed throngh on their way to Pine Bluff trading 
post were friendly, and wenl usnally laden with 
deerskins, jugs fiJ]ed with bear's oil, or with deer 
ham'3, saddles, or pelts. 

In IS-U there had already arrived a number of 
white settlers into the comparatively young coun
ties of Jefferson, Hot Spring and the still younger 
county of Saline, which covered the region consid
ered in this chapter. A few of the large towru,hips 
of those days bOI'e the names of some of these 
families. In Cal vert Township were Edward Cal 
vert and familYI and others with familief:l: Seth 
Atchle}, Sqnire Benry Carr, J oLn B. Hester, 
James Hester, l\lprrill Alley, Hugh BelTY, :Milton 
Kazee, James Rogers, Benjamiu Hubbard (abo a 
jl,,\stlcej, Jonas Black, and probably a few otUNE;. 

Francis Posey wa~ an unmarried man at that time. 
In Merry Green Townf'ihip waH the Porter family, 
among whom was Turner Porter, llOW an aged 
man, The old Merry Grepn postoffice seems to 
1myt> furni~bell tbis old "Merrif.> Eng1atH1}) n~une, 
In Tpnnessee Township were the Blandfol, Gue:-;tfol 
and others, whoRe old home in the IOl1g :":itate east 

of here was still dear to them. The TuII~, both 
Ar('h and Abe, awl thpir faIDllif:';-;j were in De 
Kalb rrownship, anu an oW German family by 
the name of Fenter, with the Brashier~, Pages, and 
possihly a few others, were ~cattered over what i8 

now Ft'nter Townflhip. Mr. Page was a trapper 
and hunte!' of some notf'. The RarEffes, the Will· 
iaItls. the LoganR, the Ledb('tten~. the .Jenkin" and 
a few otLers sqnatted in Davie;; Township, tLp Led
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bett~r8 being among the eadiest. The territory 
covered hy Davi" and Ualvt'rt T()wnship~ was the 
most thickly amI rapiuly settled. rrhoma~ J en
kins' name has become immortal by its connection 
with the fE'rT) where a Civil \rar hattle was rought. 
LO:'lt Creek l'em"1ived itR name from the incidont of 
MJ'}j. John. RaHlffe, t>ome whitt=" atld a few young 
f:>lave children, b9collling- lo~t whilp hunting whoI' 

tleberries. The cbief settlement was between the 
Hurricane Creek and Saline Hivel', and each man 
bad to cut his mvo. road so as to reach tb~ olJ mili 
tary road. The Calverts, RatlifIE,s, He~ters and 
Carrs, and possibly a few otber's, had ~laves. 

Hunting and trapping was almost the exclusive 
occupation of the settlers before 1540. They then 
began to raise a littlE' cotton 3,nil corn during the 

next few years, after more settlers began to come 
in. It was, however, about 1842 befOl'e any cotton 
was shipped to Pine Bluff. A little wheat wag 

afterward raised, but it seempd better to raise cot 
ton 3.n(l buy the whE'at from the Nortu, that is, 
those who could afford the luxury. HuntiDg and 
trapping has continued with some as a ravOlite 
occupation even down to ] S8~, a8 deer, turkey, 
clucks, opospum, coon, etc., aTe yet corumon. Tbe 
wild:; for a long time yielded a subsistence so 
easily that there was little neeu of effort. 

Among the first justices were Henry Can and 
Ben.iamin HubLard, but they had little to do excl?pt 
to pel-fonn a marriage ceremony ()l' adjust. a case of 
petty debt, as from that time to this the county 
hag iJeen known for its honesty and love of peace, 
where locks and bolts were almm,t unknown. It 
is curious to notice that even to this day there 
art> many opposed to ral1woys heCaUbE' it would in 
troduce an elemt::'llt which would change these free 
and open hearted customs. 

The first ~tore was openeu. ill 1K-!4 by a French 
mall from Pintt! Bluff, llHllH,d Nicholal. This 
wa~ in Calvert TUWllf'lhip Heal' "Morring' 8 Ferry. In 
the years hince they have lwcome rathel' numerous, 
although nOlle of them have called up a settlement 

at'onnd it large euongh to bl;! called a town; until 
Sheridan wa;;, founded in 1~tJ~-

Probably the first postoffice was one callt'd Lost 
Creek, and among ite;; fin-,t po':>tmasters was ,Toab 

., 
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Pratt, a preacher. 1\lerry GreeIl, Cherry Grove, 
Camp Creek, Hungary. Prattf>vil1l' and Belfast were 
also among the early officps that the courier from 
Benton visited. for Benton itself was the nearest 
postoffice for many yt'ar..,. 

The earliest votiug within the pl'p~pnt limit" of 
the county was in Calvert Township, probably at 
Squire Ben Hubbard's. 

Tho'3e are looked back upon as happy careless 
days, when people were so few that they vahlpd 
each other more and would not be outdone in has 
pitality. The barbecue, which the whole county 
attended merely to ~ee one another and have a good 
time, has largely passed away. The marksman, 
and eyery man wa~ a mark::,man then, had thpir 
shooting matches where the steadiest nerves and. 
clearest eye won a beef, or some mOlley. AIm a !::>t 
every family had its whisky or peach brandy Lo 
refresh the guest who visited them, although many 
of the same persons lived to see public feeling 
place liquor amongst the forlJidden things. It 
may be that it was because it served to furni-,h the 
barbecues with an occasiollal fight, or the high 
ways with drunken yells. Thp same people now 
forbid its sale by law. 

The citizens of this locality, "while known as 
quiet and peace laying, were vigorous when called 
to war. There was little excitement about the 
1\lexican ,Yar, but a few volunteers enlisted at 
Benton under Capt. 'Y. K. English, with Lieuts. 
Reader and Calvert. Among these were the 
Lindseys, Thomas Smart. and Anderson Stinson. 

The Civil 'Val' had in tbi'3 locality a political 
heritage largely democratic, with a consi<lerable 
mixture of the 'Yhig element. Most of the people, 
too, owned sl ave"; probably over ~ixty families 
within \vhat is now Grant County had them, OIle 
of the largest owners hring Natban Pumphrey, 
who worked from fifteen to twenty halld~. The 
movement that disrupted the l\Iethodi..,t Church, 
left all in this region in the Houthern branch. 
,Vhpnever the)'e were political meetings the inhah 
itants of Jefferson, Saline and Hot .spring COUlJtips 
each went to thpir respective capitals. Pinp Bluff 
and Benton were thp points most attelllled, and 

~~JablY the first meoting held within the present 

limits of this county was held at Belfast postoffice. 
In the campaign of ] RGO the people went 

largely for Breckenridge; Bell came in next, in 
favor with the old ,Yhigs, and Douglas received a 
few, but it is not known that Lincoln recpived any 
at all. Of course the people voted for the delp 
gates of their respective counties early in 1SGl, as 
can he seen by referring to the sketches of those 
counties elsewhere in this volume. By the time 
President Lincoln called for troops then::. was 
scarcely a rnlon mall in the limit~ of what is now 
Grant County. 

Companies at once began to form after the May 
session of the convention. The first was the en 
Iistment of a few in Capt. JameR F. Fag~n's com 
pany at Benton, which afterward entered the First 
Arkansas. Yer)' boon Capt. Threatgill formed a 
company in Calyert Township, and entere(i the 
Second Arkansas Regiment. Capt. ReuLen Hal'
vey followed with men from Darysaw, 'Washington 
and :lHerry Green Townships, chiefly; these also 
entered the Second Arkansas. 1\Ierry Green fur 
nished the bulk of another company about the 
same time, under Capt. 1\1. D. Yallce; this became 
Company A, of the Eleventh Arkansas. Capt. L. 
F. l\Iooney formed a company chiefly from Calvert 
and 1\ierry Green Townships, which became Com
pany F, of the Eleventh Arkansas. Later on 
Simpson and ,Vashington TownRhips made up a 
company for the Eighteenth Arkansas, under Capt. 
'V. N. Parish. During 1862 Capt. 'Valt. ,Yad 
kins' company. in Hawthorne's Sixth Arkansa<;, 
was partly made up here; also onp under Capt. H. 
H. Beavers for Bronaugh's battalion. Early in 
1813:3 Capt. Jonas ,Yebb formed an independent 
company. These were all either in the State or 
Confederate armies or in sympathy with them. 
Till" Second Regiment was chiefly with Hood's 
army; the First in Virginia and TenneEsee; the 
Sixth with Hindman's army, chiefly; while the 
Ele\'enth and Eighteenth Regiments were both 
east and west of the 1\Iississippi River. Probably 
oyer seven eighths of the able houipd men were i~l 
the service for the South, and nOllE' at first known 
to he for the Fecleral army. 

The year 1~()J was mostly taken np in activE' t 
~F 




HISTORY OF 

recruiting. aR alRo was a part of 1862. The latter 
p,art of 1802 fonnd tho region almost depopulnt€ld 
of a11 t'xcept old men, boys, women anel slaveR; 
18G3 was comparativAly quiet, and H·li--i- opelled up 
with mort" or les8 sconting aml thl? organization of 
independent squads of rllion 8ympathizers, lliauy 
of whom had given up the Btate or Confederate 
serVIce. They were nick named "gray backs." 
Capt. Patten;on Dodd's company were largely from 
ThIerry Green. Simpson and 'rVmihington Townships; 
Capt. J oim Hptiin formed one from Fenter and 
TennE'ssE'e lnen chiE'fiy; and Capt. Aaron Hedden's 
men came from Mallison Township. 

The chase that Gt'n. Steele made after Gen. 
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people, but there were no serious outbreaks. Num 
bf'rs were Republican but many W0re still voting 
the Democmtic tiCk0t. It waR fre(Iuently thf' case, 
however, tbat Democl'ati-3 would v0te for the mORt 
unobj ectionahle Repuhlican, becanse they had no 
fear of his being disquR,litied. Taxes were op 
pressive. A feeling grew up in ] 868 for a more 
convenient lllPanS of doing county business. E. 
H. Vance, fSr., Francis POSflY, Judge J. H. Orutch 
field, Dr. J, W. Harrison and otber~ began an 
agitation for a new connty. Although the (,0l111ty 
would be Democratic they could temporarily accppt 
Republican officials and county names to secnrl? 
other advantages, and soon be DemocratiC', as they 
have been ever sjnce. 

Of the circuit courts of the county but litth'l 
can be said. The records previous to 1877 are all 
burned, and the list of judges who bave prebiderl 
over the circuit embracing this county has been 
given alllong other officers of the county. The 
C'ourt in its places of meeting have followed the 
county court, and its proceedings, even to this 
day, have been uneventfnl, a fact which has given 
the county a happy reputation among her neigh 
borR, who regard Grant County people as especially 
characterized by honesty and peace. There has 
never been an execution in the county, and but 
few commitments to the penitentiary. Oourt is 
even now in session but a few clays, and little but 
the slightest misdemeanors appear on the docket. 

The resident lawyers have been few. Hon. T. 
B. Morton and Willoughby Williams, Jr., were 
the nrst, but Mr. 'Williams soon left. For about 
four years during the 70' s S. ,\V. l\IelTitt practiced 
a littlE'. E. H. VancE', both senior and junior, 
h€'ld licenses, but practiced little. J. D. Murphree 
spent a few years early in the 80' s in some prac
tic8. The main law business of the county has 
been donE' by Hon. J. S. "Williams, editor of ThE' 
Headlight, who located in Sheridan early in the 
present decade. No circuit jurlges have resided 
in the county. 

Those of the present rising generation who are 
accustomed to excelJent school advantages of to day 
can hardly realize the meagernE'SR of such oppor

tunitips in their father's boyhood. Even reading, t. 
~~~---~--------------------------------------------------~'~~~~~~ 
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writing, and the mer(.'st rudiments of arithmetic 
were considE'l'(.'<1 a luxury that tL(· poor coul<l not 
possess. 80 it was that many uthenvise intelligent 
men and women grew np unable to r(.'ao and write. 
The simply well to 00 peoplf1 'SPcnrpd an itinerant 
young teacher to stop ill the di:::;tl'ict and hol<1 a 
subscriptio1l school at somC' onp' s house for a short 
timE'. rrhel'e were probably nonp of thpso lwfon'l 
about 1843; it was in this manner that thp (.'arli(.'sL 
teachers began here. and among them were -Will 

iam M. Hutchinson and. Larkin Collins, who taught 
in val'ion"l parts of this region. This blld of 
schooling continued down until about the time the 
county of Grant was organized when the public 
school system was introduced. There npver were 
any academies in this section (now Grant Connty), 
as there were in wealthier connties, and the need 
of E'ducation fE'It by fathers and mothers, who had 
grown up without much of any thelllselves, made 
them better prE'pared to receive the npw system 
favorably than many counties that had been well 
supplied with advancecl private schools. 

j 

The progress of the public schools in the 
county has been con"ltant, especially during the 
present decade, and has bef'n proportiollately equal 
to other parts of thf' State, as indicated in the 
sketch of the Jefferson County schools, with which 
it is in particular contrast as to the color of the 
people. Of an enumeration in IbS;) of 2,709, but 
302 were colored, and but 32U out of a total of 
2, 909 in 1888. Of these but 1,470 were enrolled 
in 1883. of whom 87 were negroes, while but 20b, 
out of a total of 2, 04~, in I8~ 13, were colored. 
This shows the schools very largely composed of 
white children and in control of white people. 
Two districts are now con trolled hy colored people. 
In 1585 there were 4:3 diRtrictR, hut 30 of whom 
reported enrollment, while in 1gS8 thf're were -17, 
but 36 with E'nrollment reporting. There were 37 
out of the 43 voted the 5 mill tax, in 1883, while 4;) 
out of 4:7 voted it in 188t:5, a showing wbich more 
than anything else indicates a real interest in 
popular education. There is a change, too, in 1'e 
gard to teachers; a1] of the 44 teachers in 188G 
were males, while in 18S8 there" ere 7, out of the 
50 teachers, who were fenmlcR. Their wages in 1885 

ranged between $30 and. $()O, while in 1558 thPre was 
a smaller variation of $~7. GO to $:-37.30. 'I'hf' 
2D ire-tme and log Fchoolhouse8 of 1 h ~3 had in 
creased in 1~St) to 42 of similar matprial, and 
the value of school propprty incl'eaf-,ed from $2,
3:12. ()2 to $3. ;')S8. The total receipts of J883 
Wf'H3 $0,15b.HG, while in IbH8 the amount was 
$10,312. H3, and tbp rp-,ppctivp exp8Il(1itnres weI'(:' 
$0,G:-30.44- ant1$G,273Al. ~Tone of the grounds 
were reportpd incloRed, and thp interef->t in in 
f->titutes Las been rathe-r intel'mittpnt. 'l'11i1'> show 
iIlg, whilp not RO strikingly uril1iant a~ that 
of some cfmnties, has an eh'lllent of solid awl pr->l'

matiPnt growth, of which not every ('ounty can 
hoast, and in SOllO respect" is a rnarkf'J. advance 
ovpr many othE'r counties. There arc> Ilone but 
diHtrict schools in the county, although Sbe-riaan 
is making vigorous efforts to secure an advanced 
graded. school, and will prohably succeed also in 
having the firi'it hrick school in the county. Sher
idan and Prattsville E'ach employ two teachers, and 
Sheridan district pays the largest tax in tlw connty, 
and has the longest terms. 1'his has been since 
about 1'3'35. 

In so peacefully inclined a county as Grant it 
is no more than natural that religious societies 
would be found prosperous from the earliest daYf-> , 
and so they have be-en. It is not known that there 
was any but the most infrequent preaching before 
18-t0. There were already families, members of 
which belonged to the Primitive or "Hard Shell" 
Baptist so frequently the pioneers; also JUission 
ary Baptists, Christian, or as they are more com 
monly known, ,. Disciples" or "Oampbellites," 
among whom w(.'re John B. Hester; Uumhel'land 
PreF.byterians, among whom were the Calverts. anu 
memb€'l's of the Methodist Church. 

One of the firf't prE'achers. however, was Rev. 
John Y. Lindgey, a J\Iissionnry Baptist, who held 
services at tht' home of John B. Hester as PRrly as 
184-2, and led to the organization of the first church 
in this region, namely Philadelphia, in Davis Town
ship. The Methodigts were about thE' next to ~e
cure pre-achers, and probably l)~ 184() TIev. Elijah 
Crowson ht'lo. servic(.'s in Calvert Towni:3hip. The 
most reliable information places N (.'w Hope as the t. 
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first organization of this sect about thif-> time, 
or a little later. From this time forth these two 
denominations took thfl lead, and are Rtill by far 
the most nUllerous. The 8nptiRt exceeds by a 
large number. A congregation of the Chrif-,tian 
Church was organized at a \ ery early day by John 
B. Hester near his home, prohably as early as thp 
l\Iethodists. Not far from the same time thC' 
Cumberland Presbyterians formed congregations, 
the oldest being Camp Creek and Pine Ridge. 
These two denominations have prospered fairly, 
the latter having the largfll' number of churches. 
The Primitive Baptists have not been strong from 
the first, and now have but few members. After 
the war the colored churches were organized chiefly 
in the African Methodist Epi:ocopal Church. There 
were a few Baptists a1i"0. 

ThE' l\Iissionary Baptists of the county are now 
chiefly of Pine Bluff Association, although three 
are in Friendship and one in Saline. leaving fifteen 
in the first mentioneo. Pine Bluff Association was 
organized in 1~62, and in Grant County has 
Big Creek Church, Corinth, Ephesus, Harmony, 
Humble Hope. Liberty, Lost Creek, :lHacedonia, 
Orion, Palestine, Philadelphia, Providence, Sardis, 
Shiloh and Saline Churches. Eleven of these have 
buildings valued at from $100 to $600 each and 
aggregating $3, GOO. Philadelphia and Sardis also 
have buildings valued at $GOO each. The total 
membership of all the above is 1,294, with single 
memberships varying from tWE'nty one up to 164-. 
Six, Big Creek, Corinth, Harmony, Liberty, Phil
adelphia and Sardis have over 120 each, Corinth 
being the largest with ] 64 enrol1ed, while Big 
Creek and Sardis come next with 156 and 135, re 
spectively. Friendship Association covers Cedar 
Branch. Spring Hill No.2 and New Hope, total
ing 133, while Brush Creek of Saline Association 
has seventy~five members, this making a grand 
total of 1,304 in thE' county. 

j 

The Methodist Episcopal Church, South, has 
embraced all the white Methodists in this territory 
since the great separation of the 40' H. They are 
all in Little Rock Conference, which was organized 
in 1~;)0. Partf! of Pine Bluff anel Little Rock 
di"tricts cover thE' county, whilp all of Sheridan 

and parts of Benton and Toledo circuit" embrace 
the individual churches. In Sheridan circuit there 
arE' six churches valuE>d at $1, :i50. one parsonage 
valued at $200, awl four local preachers. There 
are ten congregations with a memherRhip of 408; 
these are Slwridan, New Hope, Center, Moore's 
Chapel. Concord, Sandy Hprings, ,Tewell's Chapel, 
Camp Creek, Tabor's and Oak Grove. Two 
churches, Cane Creek alld Ebenezer. arf' in Benton 
circuit, and onf', ,Yofford's Cbapel, iH in Toledo 
circuit. The total memberl'ihip of the county 
reaches probably ovel 500. 

The Cumberland Preshyterian Churches of the 
county are growing, but at present they have five 
congr8gations, hesides preaching points. These 
are Camp Creek, Pine Ridge, Amity, Shady Grove 
and Oak Grove. Services are also held at Sheridan 
and Ain. 

The Christian Church has three congregations 
in the county, besides mission points. Tull, PI'atts 
ville and J uDet are those of the former, while mis 
son services are held at Orion and Sandy Springs. 

The colored churches are of the African Method
ist Episcopal Church and Missionm'y Baptist sects, 
the former, composed mostly of South Oarolinian 
negroes, having fi ve congregations, while the Bap
tists have three societies, and are mainly ThIississip" 
pians. These churches have grown up chiefly since 
the late immigration. 

The Sunday -schools are well cared for among 
all denominations, and protracted meetings are 
common and attended from great distances. The 
camp meeting is not so common as of yorf'. Along 
with religious feeling has grown the temperance 
sentiolE'nt, until Grant has become a decided pro
hibition county, not Laving a liquor stand within 
its borders. 

Grant County is pastoral, rather than urban. 
There never has been but one town in the county, 
and that the county seat, Sheridan, with a popula
tion estimated at BOO. Grapevine has about sev 
enty five and Prattsville about fifty, while the stores 
or "corners" with postoffires, are Belfast, J unet, 
TuIl, Rural, Ain, leo anu Brooks. Besides these 

places are the following postofficeR only: Bass- t 
ville. BrushyviJIe, Cherry Grove. Darysaw, De~~ 
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Dogwood, Ewing, Fenter, Kelt, Ohin, Okay, Orion, 
Poe, Sandy Springs and Turin. 

Thf're are about fifteen steam mills, to which 
are attached grist, corn, saw, planing, gin, or 
shingle making machiw'Iry, either singly or includ 
ing two or more kinds. 

Sheridan haR been described as to its founding. 
Its growth haR been such that it waR incorporated 
on August 26, 1887. The fir"t building erected in 
the woods for the prineipal streets were not cleared 
much until late years was a hotel on Oak Street, op 
posite the home of 'V. C. U. Dorough, by James A. 
'Vallace. 'V. M. Allison built the first storehouse 
on thn northwest corner of Main and Center Streets. 
but the first stOl'e opened was in a building erected 
by Francis Posey, on the northeast C01'11e1' of Oak 
and Center Streets. The firm was Posey & Mor
ton. Dr. H. C. Stockton, who kept the hotel 
opposite, was also the first located physician. D. 
L. Glover built the first saw and corn mill in 
1878, and business increased constantly during the 
present decade, until now there are several stores, 
general and drug, repair shops, newspaper, a Ma
sonic lodge, the best school facilities in the coun 
ty, two churches. Baptist and Methodist, and the 
town has become an incorporation, The first 
mayor was D. O. Morton, and the chief act of the 
corporation has been the opening of the streets. • 

In September, 1881, W. N. Cleveland and 
Henry Bales established the first newspaper in the 
county, The Sheridan Spy. It passed through 
variouR vicissitudes until May, 13&2, when Hon. 
J. S. 'Villiams became editor, with S. D. Reese, 
who soon withdrew. This firm changed its name 
to The Headlight, a title it still holds, as typical 
of its grasp on Democratic principl8s. 

Grapevine secured its start in the world through 
the opening of a store by D. R. WilliamR early in 
the 80' 8. There have Rince arisen several stores 
and a mill, one lodge and a Baptist Ohurch. 

PI'attsville began about the same time. G. 'Y. 
Allen opened the first store, and the settlement has 
increased slowly. They have a Baptist Ohurch 
and a school employing two teachers. 

Belfast began with the store of \Y. T. Poe, 
about 18()6. rrhey have H Baptist Church. 

46 

A comparatively new county in that region of 
South Central Arkanflas, almost equally distant 
from Little Rock, Pine Bluff and Hot Springs, is 
Grant, and who::,e capital bears the name of an 
almost equally famous general of the republic, 
Sheridan. In the Rame latitude as Hot Spring 
and J ef'ferson CountieR, and in the longitude of 
Little Rock, Grant County if! bounded on the north 
and east by Saline and Jefferson Counties, re
spectivi:'ly, while those of Cleveland and Dallas on 
the south and Hot Spring Oll the west ('omplete 
its limits. While not so rpgular as Jefferson, still 
it is not flO irregular as mObt surrounding counties, 
the only projections being in the northeast and 
southeast corners. Its size is meuium, covering 
an area of ()20 square miles, or 39(),800 acres, and 
its population, which, in 1870, was but 3, VI;), and 
in 1880, 6,185, is now estimated at about 9,000; 
while the ratio of colored to whito is in marked 
contrast to the neighboring county on the east. 
Of the 3,913 souls in 1870 but 339 were colored, 
while of the 0,] 95 in 1880 but 55G were negroes, 
and the insignificant number of Reventeen were 
foreign horn. The political complexion of the coun 
ty is indicated by the vote of 1888 for Cleveland, 
Harrison and Streeter, which was 702, 152 and 
65, respectively. Ahother social coloring of the 
county is indicated by the vote of 1888 for and 
against license, there being G67 against it to 34.6 
for. 

In a county like this, situated as it is with 
no railway or navigable water course within its 
borderfl, and with a considerable future before it 
when a railway outlet is furnished for its products, 
the possibilities dormant in its natural resources 
are of the greatest interest. The surface of the 
county may be called a general stream-cut level 
sloping gently toward the southeast. The slightly 
depressed bottoms and. the comparatively few ele 
vations that could be called hills, found chiefly in 
De Kalb and Tennessee Townships in the north
west and southwest may be considered the excep
tions to the general level. rrhe streams and springs 
which furnish the water and drainage flow off in 
the general course of the slope. rrhe Saline is the 
only constant water course in the county, and takes t 
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a southeastern curve from the northwest corner 
throngh the southwest half and leaves near the 
southeast corner, The only tl ilmtary of any Hize 
on it'3 Houth side is Oox Oreek, while on its north, 
in the order of their 8izps, aud all taking a south 
erly course, are Hurricane Creek, Lost Creek and 
Darysaw Creek, with streams of f·nualler "lizf'. A 
chalybeah-' spring and a sulphur sprillg of note are 
in Section 211, TownRhip 3, Range 1:3, anll Section 
b, Towmlhip 3, Hange 13. Between theRe streams 
the earth is almost entirely soils, the exception8 
being chiefly a gUOll building stone 8uch aH is found 
in the quarry on Section 6, Township 4: south, 
Range 11 west. The soil is in the main sandy, 
with a red clay subsoil, although there me exten 
si ve exceptions to this; the lana between East 
Creek and the Saline River west of it, is what is 
called "red hickory" soil, the best in the county, 
unless it be equaled by the "bench land, II or 
,. second bottom" lana in Tennessee Township in 
the southwest. Of course the hottoms are alluvial 
land similar to bottoms elsewhere. ,Yells reach a 
good soft water at from sixteen feet to twenty five 
feet, passing through loam, clay and sand, where 
the water is fonnd, or occasionally pa8~ing through 
a black mud just before the water-sand is reached. 
In a few places this water is impregnated with 
alum, but they are rare. The land responds to 
scientific fel'tilizers to a very paj ing degree, but 
thu'3 far not more than a half dozen farmerR have 
employed them. 

The uplands of the county are practically a 
forest of tine yellow pine, slightly mixed with oaks, 
and furnishing 80,000 to 200,000 feet to the forty 
aCres, and awaiting thE' advent of a railway to roll 
wealth into some one'l:> pocket. The bottoms have 
chiefly white and other oaks, and yellow or sweet 
gums, with some hickory, holly, maple, elm, ash, etc. 
Little of this timber has been toul'hed although 
the l\Iuskegon Lumber Oompany have secured 
large amounts of the timber lanel (the largest 
amonnt~ owned by a single firm), whi18 the Iron 
Mountain Railway, and. -VVilliam Fanell are next 
in ownen'lhip. Thousands of acres ~till remain 
open to entry however, and large amounts can be 

j d ttl t entry 
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A little coal has been found, but aside from 
good building stone, minerals are not known. 
The cLief product'3 aro corn, cotton, Hweet and 
Iriflh potatof's, oats, pAa"> nnd German millet, the 
cotton and potatO(l9 heing almost thE' sole ship' 
ment in theH€> linE-H, III the following order of 
importnnco the fruit~ Hl'l' IH-'achps, apples. grapes, 
plums, blackberries, RtrawbelTip,>, cherries and 
raRpberries. JHelous are common also. As tb live 
stock, it furnishes one of the chief sources of 
wealth, and may be mentioned in this ordel': Cattle. 
hogs, horses, mules, sheep, chickens, geese, ducks 
and turkeys. StatisticH have been already given 
indicating the relative proportions of thesE' various 
products. 

Thomas O. Appling, one of the pioneers of this 
part of Arkansas, first saw the light of day in Tus
caloosa County, Ala. His parents were Seburn 
and Elizabeth (Halloway) Appling, originally from 
Georgia and Tennessee, respectively, and of Eng 
lish descent. Mr. Appling was born in 1802, and 
when a young man removed to Alabama."In 1844 
be came to Arkansas, settling in Jefferson Connty, 
neal' where his son now lives, and here resided 
until bis death, which occurred at the age of 
seventy-two years, one month and ten days, His 
wife was born in Tennessee eighty-three years ago, 
and still lives with her children in Grant County. 
Both were members of the Baptist Ohurch for 
many years, he officiating as deacon. He was jus
tice of the peace in Alabama for several years, and 
voted the Democratic ticket. His father (Thomas) 
was a soldier in the War of 1812. A family of 
eleven children was born to Seburn Appling and 
wife, four sons and two daughters now living, the 
subject of this sketch being the ol,Jest: James A. 
(a farmer of Grant Oounty), Enoch F. (a minister 
of the Missionary Baptist Ohurch), Joel S. (farmer, 
justice of the peace and postmaster at Brooks), 
George W. (farmer of Grant Oounty), Sallie (wife 
of Jesse Pratt, farmer of Prattsville, Grant 
Oounty) and Martha E. (wife of Harvey Gregory, 
farmer and Missionary Baptist minister of Texas.) 
Thomas O. Appling received his education in Ala 

t 
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bama. In 1844 he came with his parents to Ar 
kansas and turnE'O his attention to farming, follow 
ing that occupation ever sincE'. He was married 
in 1840 to Elizabeth Williams, daughter of James 
"\Y illiams, of J efl'erson County, ano' horn in Geor
gia in 1832. Her mother, Barbara ~Williams, of 
Georgia birth, is still living, making her home 
with 1\Ir. Appling. By his marriage the latter be
came the father of ten chilc1rE'n, seven of whom are 
now living: Dr. Joseph S. A. (a practicing phy 
sician of Prattsville, Ark.), SE'rena Ann, (wife of 
JOSE'ph Lybrand, farmer of Grant County), Bar
bara E. (wife of MarcuI T. L. Morgan, farmer 
of Grant County), Jane (wife of Newton N. 
BelTY, farmer of Grant Oounty), Nancy E., Mary 
F. and Ella (at home). Sarah died at the age of 
twenty three; James J. and John F. are also de 
ceased. 1\1:rs. Appling and her children are mem 
bel'S of the Missionary Baptist Church. Mr. Ap
pling is a Democrat and a member of the Masonic 
order. Though having many reverses in his life, 
he is now very prosperous. During the late war 
he was in the Confederate army for ten months, as 
a member of the Second Arkansas Cavalry, partici
pating in several battles and skirmishes. In 1887 
be went into the mercantile business at his home, 
continuing it with good success. He also operates 
a gin mill on his farm. When starting for himself 
he was without means; now he owns a good farm 
and is contented in life. 

John J. Beavers. In the compilation of this 
history and the biographical sketches of prominent 
men of Grant County the name of J. J. Beavers 
should not be omitted, as the county recognizes in 
him one of its substantial and influential citizens. 
He was born in what is now Grant County, De
cember 13, ] 85], and is the son of Judge W. E. and 
Margaret E. 

~ 
Beavers, natives of Tennessee and 

Mississippi, respectively. "\\T. E. Beavers was a 
farmer in Mississippi for a number of years after 
his marriage, but about 1842 moved to Arkansas 
and located in Saline (now Grant) County, where 
he resided until his death. Judge W. E. Beavers 
is well remembered by the early settlers, he hav
ing served as judge of Saline County before the 

vitlit Lwo sons, and died there in 1861. At one 
time he was engaged in the mercantile business, 
having a fltore on his farm at Turin, where he 
enjoyed a very good patronage. Judge Bl?'avers 
wa"! the father of six sons and two daughters that 
grew to maturity. Five of the sons entered the 
Confederate army. Henry, the oldest, was a cap
tain, and one brother, \V. W., was wounded and 
died in the service. Oapt. H. H. was afterward 
a minister of thfl BaptiRt Church. The next, B. 
B. Beav81's, was a phYRician by proresRion, and was 
also a prominl?'nt politician, He was elected sec
retary or State, and held that office with credit for 
two terms. Death ended his brilliant career in 
1886. V. V. Beavers is a merchant in Charleston, 
Franklin 00., Ark. M. M. is an attorney and 
editor at Waldron, Scott Oounty. John J. Beav
ers received a common-school education in youtb, 
but by bis careful and continual observation and 
self application is better posted on matters and 
current events than the generality of men who can 
boast of having received educational advantages 
superior to his. He went south with the family 
during the war, but later went to Northwest 
Arkansas and clerked in several different places. 
He also clerked in the secretary of State's office 
while his brother held that position. In 1879 he 
returned to Grant Oounty, and was a teacher to the 
youths uf the surrounding country, also engaging 
in farming for a time. In 1886 he waR appointed 
deputy clerk, and in 1888 was elected clerk of this 
county as a Democrat, which position he is now 
filling. 1\1r. Beavers was fortunate in the selection 
of a wife. She was formerly 1\fiss Lulu E. ",,'hit 
thorne, a native of Tennessee and a daughter of 
001. S. H. Whitthorne. Their marriage occurred 
November 30, 187:3, and they are the parents of 
two bright children: Maggie L. and Lucy. Mrs. 
Beavers is a member of the Presbyterian Church, 
and 1\11'. Beavers of the Baptist Ohurch. He is 
'Vorshipful Master of the Masonic Lodge located at 
Sheridan. Of Democratic proclivities, Mr. Beavers 
has ever believed in the principles of Democracy, 
aiding by his support and influence and working 
for the success of that political party. 
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Grant County, and a popular merchant at Sheri
dan, was born in Adams County, Ill., August 25, 
1~55, and is a Ron of J acoh awl Catharine Bales, 
of Germany, who settled in Quillcy, IlL, on their 
arrival to this country, going th('nce to Louisville, 
Ky" where the fatiler n'o,idp;-, at pr0sC'nt. He was 
an eXpel t mecbanic, aIll1 followpd that calling for 
a grpat iliauy years. His son, Henry, grew to rna 

tllrity ill Louisville, Ky., and was instrncted by 
him in all the arts and devices of a mechanical 
nature. After reaching Loui~villej Henr} worked 
at his tl'adl' until the ),par If>7.J, anel then located 
at Little Hock, where he established a chair fac 
tory, in partnership with aMI'. E. Keohler. He 
carried on this business for almost two years, with 
fair success, and then sola out his interest. In 
1876 he moved to Sheridan, Ark., and embarkf?d in 
mercantile life, starting in with a limited capital of 
$500. Since then, by careful management, strict 
attention to business and enterprise, he has built 
up a large patronage, and iB ODe of the most suc
cessful merchants in that county. He owns one 
of the finest establishments in Sheridan, and cal' 
ries a stock that can not be surpassed in Central 
Arkansas, in the way of genentl lli81'chandise. His 
annual sales amount to $20,000, and are increasing 
every year. Besides hiR commercial interests, 1Hr. 
Bales owns 2,000 acres of the most fertile land in 
that section, and considerable business and resi 
dence property in the city. He is lookeu npon as 
one of the most substantial men in Grant County, 
and is proud in the thonght that his prosperity haR 
been accumulated by his own pifol'ts and enterprike 
alone. Oil April 30, ] ~76, he was married to Mrs. 
Nancey C. Manue1, an estimable widow of Arkan. 
sas, and a devout member of the Baptist Church. 

John 1\1. Baugh, a successful planter and an 
influential citizen of Grant County, was born in 
Jefferson County, Ark., February 11j ]853, and is 
a son of David E. and Martha J. (Ussery) Baugh 
of Mi~sissippi, the latter a daughter of the noted 
phy~ician, Dr. John Ussery. They were the par
ents of five children, all boys : James M., David 
E., ?{ewt.on and Marion, all still living except 
Newton. The father was a prosperous farmer 
during his life and owneLl about 360 acres of very 

valuable land. On the occasion of his death this 
laud WH.S divided among bis children. Hi8 wife, 
who is a. member of the lHisslonary BaptiRt Church, 
is Rtillliving a.nd resides with her son, the princi 
pal in this sketcb. John 1\1. was (>ducaLed near 
Pine Bluff in .JefIer:-,on Uounty, and recei ved a 
good English literary traillillg. Oll May 0, ] 877, 
he was marriecl to l\Iis~ Virginia B. Henry, a 
uaughter of John R. and 1\Jartha J. Henry, who 
are among the leading families of Grant County. 
This marriage gave them five children 1 three bOyB 

allll two girls: John H.. Gillie, Martha E., Jean· 
ette B. and an infant. Of this number but two are 
living and both are girls. ]\11'. Baugh is one of the 
leading farmers and merchant::. of that section and 
owns about 302 acres of land of which there are 
some seventy acres under cultivation. He is well 
known for his liberality and activity in pushing 
forward the interests of his connty, and is one of 
the roost popular men in the community. In re
ligions faith he and wife are both members of the 
Methodist Church and take a deep interest in 
religions and educational matters. 

Asa A. Billingslea, recognized as one of Grant 
Oounty's successful citizens, was horn in Shelby 
County, Ala., October 17, 1'>-14-, being the son of 
Asa A, anu Margaret H. (Crowson) Billingslea, 
natiyes of Alabama. The parents died in Arkansas, 
Grant County, he in 1848, when in his thirty ninth 
year, and his wife in 1883, in her sixty fourth 
ye-al'. They were married in Alabama, and came 
to Arkansas in 1845, settling at Camden, and re·· 
maining there- three years, when they removed to 
tbe locality in which they now live. After her 
husband's deatb, Mrs. Billingsl€>a married James 
Bratton. Upon separating and being divorced from 
her second husband, she waE' mal'l'ied to Hiram 
Roage-rs. She was a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Ohurch. HE'!' first hnshancl was a Royal 
Arch Mason, which order cODducted his funeral 
ceremony. He was a Democrat politically, and 
served his township in Alabama as justice of the 
peace-. He followeu blacksmithing and well- bar 
ing as a business in the State of his nativity, 
but after coming to Arkansas, turned his attention 
to farming and mercantile pursuits, being very 
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successful in all his occnpations. He and his wife was a participant in many battles, anlOng which 
became ihe parents of foul' childrE'n, the principal were the siege of Vicksburg, Chickamauga, and 
in this skt'tch the only ont' sl1l'Viving. Asa l'E'ceiv€'u others. When thp war closed, he again set 10 work 
his education in this lleighborhood. and in the fall to rt'gain what he had lost hy the strugglf'. HI" 
of lS61, enlisted in the Eleventh Arkansas In wa~ a hard working man, and ere death overtook 
fantry, Company F. At Port Ruuson, La., he was him, had pretty well re established his fallt'll fort 
captured, togother with his regiment; shortly after, une. He and his wife w€'re mt'mbel's of the l\1is 
however, he was paroled; and joined Poles' battal sionary Baptist Cburch be serving as clerk and 
ion. west of the Mississippi River. He was again deacon. Coming with his father to this ('ounty in 
taken captive in Saline County and conveyed to J840. hf' was OIle of the earliest settlers. Both Mr. 
Little Rock, whpre he subRcribed to the oath of anclMrR. Brashears died in Grant COUllty, If'aving a 
fealty to the Government, only a short time before family of seven (,hildren, three now living: 'Y. F. 
the clORe of the war, and Rerved the Feuerals as (onr snbject), Philip Martin (a farmer of Grant 
head-sawyer in a mill at Little Rock. In the Con Oounty) alld Ben Bruce (a farmer and teacher of 
federate army he toot part in lllany battles, nota this county). ,Yilliam Franklin received hiR edu
bly: New Madrid, Port Hudson and Is1aud No. 10. cation on Brush Creek, and being the eldest Ron, 
At the latter place he and seventeen 111en e"ca}!ec1. at the death of the father willingly assumed the 
He was never wounded, but "lerved with much responsibility which devolved upon him to provide 
credit throughout the war. \Vhen the clouds of for and educate the other members of the family. 
the rOTlfiict had rolled away, Mr. Billingslea re By hard work and good management, backed by 
turned to Grant County and began working at his indomitable will, he has since been very successful, 
traLle-, blacksmithillg and wagon making, contillu owning now a farm of 1C-i aCrE"') of as good land 
ing in the same occupation ever sillce. The people as ran be found in Grant County. He was lllar 
realizing his superior ability, have given him the l'ied in 1b78 to Mis" Fredonia E Deer, daughter 
best cURtom in Grant COllllty, His pronpel'ity in of Ebenezer Deer, of Grant Connty. Shf' was 
life he attributes to hit-> profes:-,ional knowledge born in Hot Spring Connty, November 1:2, 18f)~. 

and induf-.try. He was marrieu to Mi/,os Emily By tbi::; marriage there wah a fallJily of ~ix: chil 
Hamilton, daughtllr of William Hamilton, on Jul) dren, all of WhOlU are living: Ft'lix, Ehba, Cleve 
V, J8G3. ~he was horn in Tenn('sspe, Oll October land, Hattie, LE'e anu an infant son. 1\1ary E. 
J, 1847. By thi" union he has become the fathE'l' (deceased) was in her third year. 1\11'. Brashears 
of seven children; two children, Emily A. and is a £il'm believer in thp principles of Democracy, 
Cynthia K. (both at home). The parents are both and is prominent in all public enterprises. To 
members of the l\Iethoditlt Episcopp,l Chnrch, and gt'ther with his wife he is a member of the 1\1is 
the father is a believer in the principles of the sionary Baptist Church. 
Democratic party. Joe T. Butler ably represents in his Hection 

\Yilliam Franklin Bra::;hears, numhered alUong the medical fraternity of Grant County. Born ill 
Grant County's leading citizens, was born on the Oglethorpe County, Ga., 1\larch 1 V. Ib~, he is the 
farm where he now lives October 10, 1 Cl::J:3, amI is SOIl of Thomas G. anrl 1\Iartha A. (Stephens) But 
the son of Philip R. and Mary E. (Brown) Bra- leI', natives of Georgia. The father is now a res 
shears, natives of Alabama amI Gf'orgia, rt'Rppct ident of Hot Spring County, this State. Hi'::! wife 
ively. The parents were marrie<l in this neighbor- died in lS8;i, when forty eight ypars of age. After 
hoou, having come to Arkansas when hnt children. bel' death, 1\1r. Butler married l\Iattie Simerall. 
He was a farmer ana as snch was very succeSt; \Vhen but a J oung lllan Thomas ButlL-r begau tilt' 
ful, accllmulating considerable property before the study of medicine, graduating ill JlW time from 
war. In the Confederate service he served about Augusta Medical College. Since his graduation 
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and gratifying success. He came to Arkansas in 
1850, locating in what was formerly Prairie but 
afterward Lonoke Oonnty. Here he practiced 
until the year 1882, when he settled at Malvern. 
He has gained an enviable reputatioo. as a physi 
cian, being thorough in every respect, and toward 
the unfortunate is charitably disposed and very 
liberal. He is a member of the Masonic order 
and the Democratic party. Ten children were 
born to his first marriage, Joe T. (our subject) 
being the second child. Receiving his education at 
Buthwsville, at the age of seventeen, Joe T. But 
ler began the study of medicine with his father 
as tutor. In 1879 and in 1880 he attended lect
ures at the Hospital Oollege at Louisville, Ky., 
and in 1880 carne to his present location. Devot
ing his whole time to medicine, he has built up an 
extensive practice, almost more than one man can 
attend to, ample evidence of bis popularity. J an
uary 13, 1876, he was married to Anna V. Neely, 
a daughter of Henry Neeley, of Marshall Oounty, 
Miss. By this union there were six children: 
Lynn, Vida, Ethyl, Amyl, Osee and Bera. The 
Doctor and wife are members of the Missionary 
Baptist Ohnrch. He is also a member of the Ma
sonic order. Being a Democrat he has served as 
postmaster at Grape Vine for three years, honor
orably and satisfactorily. He was also in the drug 
business for four years, and has belonged to the 
Grant Oounty Medical Examining Board, since its 
organization in 1882. 

J. P. Carr. Prominent among the leading 
planters of Grant County, and a popular citizen of 
that place, is Mr. Oarr, who was born in the State 
of Alabama, July 28, 1838, and is a Ron of Harris 
T. and PoIlie (Young) Carr, of South Carolina and 
Alabama, respectively. Seven children were born 
to the parents, of whom six are living, and all 
residents of Alabama, except J. P. Carr, the 
principal in this sketch. The father was a pros
perous and enterprising planter during his life, 
and a very influential man in his community. 
His death occLll'red in 1884, while the mother still 
survives him, and resides on the old homestead. 
J. P. Oarr was educated in the schools of his na
tive State, and acquired a fair English education. 

In 18()0 he moved from Alabama to Tennessee, 
where he resided until the year 1865, when he 
came to Arkansas. On arriving in that State his 
pO~!:le8siom; were somewhat small; in fact all they 
amounted to was a good horse, a little money and 
a change of clothing. It was not long, however, 
before his industry and good sense placed Lim on 
an independent basis, and at present he is one of 
the leading planters in that section. On December 
12, he was manied to Miss Francps Reynolds, a 
daughter of Henry and Nancy J. Heynolds, and 
this union gave them eight children: 1\1011ie E., 
Martha E., Hettie L., Henry H., ,Villiam S. , 
Benjamin H. and Oolumbia F. Seven of them 
are yet living, and five reside at home. The other 
two are both married and reside in Arkansas. 
Mr. Oarr now owns about 58B acres of land, and 
out of that amount has placed some sixty five 
acres uo.der cultivation. He is a member of the 
"\Vheel, and has held the offices of Ohaplain and 
Lecturer in that order. In religious faith he and 
wife att9nd the Methodist Ohurch, and take deep 
interest in all religious and educational enterprises. 
He is one of the most popular citizens in the com 
munity, and a man of consideraLle influence in 
that section. 

John H. Clement, an important factor in the 
affairs of Madi80n rrownship, Grant County, was 
born in Northwestern Georgia, December 12, It:>45. 
He is the son of James ,V. Clement, a native of 
South Carolina, and his wife, Ularenda Clement 
(nee Trammel), of Georgia birth. rrhe former died 
in Grant Oounty, Ark., in 1878, in his fifty-fifth 
year. His wife is living with her children in Grant 
Oounty. In 1855 James Clement and wife moved 
to l\Iississippi, where they remained four years, re
moving thence to Arkansas in 1859, and locating 
in this neighborhood on a farm. During the war 
he was in the Oonfederate service fOl' twelve 
months, taking part in no engagement, however. 
Himself and wife were members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, for many years. He 
was a Mason and a Granger, and in politics votpd 
the Republican ticket. His career as a farmer was 
a very successful one. Ey his marriage he became t 
the father of twelve children, of whom JOhn~F 



was the eldeRt. Six of the chilJren al'e now liv Martha H. Henslee, only survived him a few 
ing. all in Grant OOUllty except Joseph A., who is months, thus leaving their family of eight children 
in the wagon yard businei->f> in Pine Bluff, this orphans when very young. Samuel was the eldest 
State. The principal in this Rketch, John H., re- of the children, he being about rourteen ypars old 
ceived hit:) education in the country i->chools or at the time of his parents' death. He was reared 
Georgia, Mifisissippi and Arkausas. In the last and educated by an uncle in Salinp Oounty, Ark., 
days of the war he enlisted ill the Federal Infantry, and remained with him until the breaking out of 
Oompany H, Sixteenth Iowa Regiment, and after the late war. when his young blood was fired with 
the war remained with his rather until 1867, when an ambition to fight ror his country, and he gave 
he commenced to farm for himself, engaging in up the implements of peace and took up tllOf>e or 
that occupation ever since. Upon beginning he war. He enlisted in the Eleventh Arkansa-; Inran 
was very limited in his re-;ources, but to day owns try, July 1, ISGl, and remained in the Confpderate 
3UO acres of as fine land as Grant Oounty contains. service until the close of hostilities, being captured 
His prosperity is the legitimate outcome of his un at Island No. 10, with hi8 commanu, and held at 
tiring energy and able management. On Septem. Ohicago as a prisonel' of war until ~eptellll)pr, 

bel' 5, ] 867, hf' was married to Oatharine Wafford, 11::,62, wh8n he was exchanged at Viclu,burg. He 
daughtf'r of James L. ·Wafford, of Grant Uounty. re enlisted at Jackson. l\Iiss., and after the rear 
She was born in this neighborhood, .March 22, ganization of his regiment he was promoted a" or 
] 8-48. The result of this union was the birth of derly to 001. Griffith's regiment, ill which capacity 
eleven children, all living: Olarinda D. (wire of he served until the final burrender in April, 1863. 
James Trammel, mail contractor of Montgomery Not only did he witness, but participated in t\\en 
Oounty, this Statf') , James L. and Mary E. (at ty seven regular engagements, besides numprous 
home), l\'[artha F. (dect:'~seL1 in infanry), Susie M. Rkirmishes, a ff:'w of which are New 1\1adrid (1\10.), 
(at home), Noah J., ~arah L., Willie, Johnnie, Olinton (La.), Keller's Lane, Prichard's Oro1',s 
Oharles, Gf'orgia (c1eceaspcl in her fourth year). Roads, and among the twenty seven cla):-,' fight of 
Mr. Clement if:> a member or thp Mpthouist Episco- Sherman' f:, raiL1, during which time he diclllot have 
pal Church. South, while his wife iR a Baptist. his shoes off, or a chance to illc1nlge in one square 
He is a member of the Masonic oruer, and a Repub meal. Notwithstanding that he wa,,> rig'ht ill the 
lican in politicb. No ent81'prise having as an ulti thick of these battles, he was not once beriously 
matum the welfare of the county, fails in finding injured. After the final surrender l\fr. Coh]) 1'e 
the endorsement of lVIr. Clement. He is always turned to Saline Oounty, where he attended school 
on the f'ide of good government and advancement for some months, being uesirous of impro\'ing 
in public affairs. every opportunity that presented itself. The), ear 

J uclge Samuel R. Coub, farnwr and county IbG7 witnessed his marriage to IVIiss Pm'alee Pue, 
judge of Grant Oounty. Ark., was born in Floyd a native of Alahama, and Jaughter of Judge Poe, 
Oounty, Ga., November 0, 1844, and is the son of who moved to Arkansas when his daughter was 
'V. D. Oobb, a native of South Oarolina. W. D. quite young, she receiving her education in Saline 
Oobb moved to Georgia with his father, Roland County. In 186U Ml'. Oobb bought a place and 
Oobb, when he was a young man, anJ settled in farmed for two years, but the year rollowing he 
Floyd County, accull)ulating large plantations. He disposed of that, and after a short time bOllght the 
remained there aryl in other counties of that State farm where he now resides, which was at that tillle 
up to pbe year 1855 or 1 '357, when they left Geor an unbl'oken wilderness. The Judge has addeJ to 
gia, ,Yo D. OoGb, the father of yonng Samuel, go· his property frolll time to time until he now owns 
ing to Arkansas, and Roland Cobb going to Texas. 3(10 acres in an excpllent state or cultivation. A 
where he died. In thp year 1857 ,V. D. Oobb died good, neat and co:r,nfortable dwplling, fair awl bub 
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etc., all indicate that slackness in business is some and cotton-gin combined, which form a very profit 
thing unheard of in hit) home_ He is a man of ablP source of revenue. III l\faHonic circles he 
wide experience and broad views, and his keen and standtl high; he is now secretary of his lodge, and 
quick decisions, which are never far from right, has helJ a membership for over seventeen years
insure for him the confidence of all who know him. He also belongs to the ·Wheel, awl has filled the 
Mr. and Mrs. Cobb are the parents of five children offices of president and secretary in that body. 
living: vVilliam Lee (now attending college at For a period of eleven years or more he was justice 
Arkadelphia), James A., Louisa E., Essie ]\IIayand of the peace for his township, and discharged his 
Oora. Franklin Oonway died at the age of six duties with a dignity and wisdom that excited the 
teen, in July, 1889. They are members of the admiration and respect of his fellow-citizens. In 
Baptist Ohurch, and Mr. Oobb is a Master Mason. religious faith he and wife are members of the 
It would be difficult to find a more hospitable home Baptist Church, being liberal contributors to all 
than that of ]\Ill'. Oobb's, in which love and good laudable enterprises. 
fellowship reign supreme. Hon. James H. Crutchfield, well known through 

Thomas L. Oole, one of the leading farmers, out Grant County, was born in Pickens County, 
and a popular mill man of Grant County, was Ala., October 16, 1823, and is the son of James 
born in Gibson Oounty, Tenn., March 15. 184,0. Orutchfield, a native of Virginia, horn July 7, 
His father, Moses Cole, was a native of Illinois, ] 788. He remained there until 18] 0, then emi 
born in the year 1812, who moved to Tennessee in grated to South Carolina, and was in the ,Yar of 
18813, and the same year married Miss Elizabeth 1812. After the war was over he taught school 
Rogers, of that State, by whom he has had five until HG-t, when he met his wife, Rhoda Hance, 
children, three boys and two girls, named: Susan who was a pupil of his. Continuing in 80uth Car-
A., Thomas L., James R., Angeoma and Robert olina until 1820, he then emigrated to Picken'3 
D. He was a farmer by occnpatioIl, and fairly County, Ala., and lived in Alabama until 184,1, 
successful in his calling, owning about 160 acrE'S moving thence to Cbickasaw Oounty, Miss. He 
of very fertile lauo. at the timp of his death, Feb died in 1855, mourned by all who knew him. the 
ruary 4, 1848. Both pal'ents WE're members of the country at large realizing that it had sustained a 
Baptist persuasion, and the mothE'r, who survives great loss. His estimablfl wife Rlll'vived him until 
her husband, is residing in Grant County with her March 14" 18~)J. Our subject is one of nine chil
son, James R. Thomas L. was educated in Prairie dren, seven sons anti two daughter, but of this very 
Oounty, Ark., and acquirpd a good moral anti lit interesting family only three brothers and one sister 
erary training in his youth. On February 8, 18G8, are now living. Mr. Crutchfipld rem~ined with bis 
he was married to Mrs. Sarah Braushaw, a daugh father until twenty two years old, receiving a goou 
tel' of William and Judy Price, natives of Tennes common-school education, and that he did not waste 
see. By this union three children were born: FloI' his opportunities is clearly demonstrated by the 
ence T., James M. and Dollie. RiR firRt wife uied shrewdness he displays in all business he under 
August 28, 1885, and on December 18, of the same takes; and the confidence that is reposed in him 
year, he wa'3 married to Mr'-l. Amanda A. (Blan by everyone all goes to show that he is held in 
ton) Fansatt, an estimable and attractive widow, high esteem by those who know him. In 1848 
and daughter of Alexander and Lucinda Blanton. Mr. Crutchfield. who for some time before had 
This union gave them two daughters: Jennie B. been farming, and realizing that single life was not 
and Lillian C. Mr. Cole has been excE'E'uingly to his taste, chose for his helpmate Amanda H. 
successful ill his farming and milling operations, Symonds, a native of Tennessee and a daughter 

j 
and owns auout 500 acres of fertile land, with some 
ninety acres under cnltivation. ~n connection with 
these, he also owns and works a saw and griRt mill 

of Henry Symonds, formerly of North Carolina. 
Seven childlen blessed their union: ,Yilliam H., 
Josephinf', George 'V" Margaret Jane, Francis M., 

t 
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. ThomM J. and Sarah Ann, and thosf' that are 
married live but a Hhort Jistance from horne. l'.Ir. 
and Mrs. Crutchfield are members of the Baptist 
Church, Mr. Crutchfield joining in 184:5 and his 
wife the year following. Up to 1858 he ownec1 a 
fine farm in Oalhoun County, but sold it and moved 
to Saline Oounty, Ark., settling in Davis Township, 
where he now rebides. He first bought and im
proved a farm, but sold it after a time and bought 
that where he now resides, containing some 420 
acres i he formerly had 1,100 acres, but has given 
to his children, and now has 100 acres open land 
in fine condition. A good doublp log house, stables, 
etc., indicate thrift and prosperity. Mr. Crutch-
field also owns a cotton gin, from which he receives 
good returns, and an orchard of peaches and apples 
yields excellent crops. Our subject has just cause 
to be proud of the positions he has held as bailiff, 
deputy sheriff, and also justice of the peace for two 
years, and in 1bG8 he was again elected justice of 
the peace of Davis Township, Grant County. He 
served two terms, and in 1\..{7() was elected county 
and probate judge, serving two terms in that capac 
ity, and in the fall of 1~S2 was elected represent 
ative of Grant County, anu served for onE' tprm. 
Since then Judge CrutcLfielU (which title he wears 
with dignity) has retired from the political arena. 
Though a public man all his life, he has never in 
any way neglected his private interests or hiH farm, 
which is one of the finest in the country. The 
Juuge is a -deacon in his church, ancl was made a 
Mason in 186B, now being a Master 1\1ahon. His 
very name is a synonym of all that is generous, 
upright and honest. 

R. M. DOl'n, whose prominence as a citizen of 
Grant County, no less than his reputation as ODe of 
the leading planters in that section, iR well known, 
was born in the State of Mississippi, on November 
16, 1848. His father was Holomon Dorn, a native 
of bouth Oarolina, and born in Eugefield District, 
where he was also educated and marriocl to l\-Iiss 
Nancy Conelly. Nine childrf'n were horn to the 
parents, three boys and six girls, of whom there 
are but two living, and both reside in G:rant 
Oounty. The father was a wpll lmown and very 

~ successfnl planter, owning altogether about 1,800 

ames of very productive land. In religious belief 
he and wife were both members of the Baptist 
Church, but, on account of some disagreement with 
other members, he resigned, and joined the Cum 
berland Presbyterian Church. Shortly afterwaru 
he wrote and published what iE> known as the 
Dorn Pamphlets, which contained a cutting satire 
against what was said to be the Babylonian Bap 
tists, and which created a great sensation at that 
period. He served with distinction through the 
late war, and escaped unharmeu, but after return 
ing home was shot through the lower limbs, and 
severely wounded, by an unknown enemy. Ho 
recovered from the would-be assassin's bullet, 
however, and lived until December 17, ] 87g, when 
hi::. health failed him, and he died, his estimable 
wife preceding him a fpw years before. rrheir son, 
R. 1\1. Dorn. the principal of this sketch, was edn 
cated in the schools of Grant Oounty, and received 
a good moral training from his parents. On Jan 
nary 17, lQG7, he was marrlerl to Miss Sarah Atch 
ley, a daughter of Seth and Elizabeth Atchley, 
prominpnt residents of that county. Eight chil 
dren weTe horn to this union, foul' boys and four 
girls: Elbert D., Lula 1\1., Elizabpth N., Heth E., 
TIob8rt H., Florence R., GrovE'r C. and Ida. Of 
thi~ number seven are yet living, and all reside at 
home. Mr. Darn was thoroughly instructed in the 
duties of farm life in hiH youth, and the excellent 
training he received has proved to be of valuable 
assist ance in his after life Hp now owns about 
270 acres of some of the ll10f:lt productive land in 
that section, and has placed seventy-five a"res 
under cultivatiou. HI? has held a illemben;hip in 
the Masonic fnLternity for ahout ten ) ears, and 
stands high in that orcler. In religions belief both 
he and wife belong to the J.\'[ethodibt denomination, 
and are always alllong the foreUlost to aid in an3 
lawlable enterprise, especially in religious and 
educational matters. 

'Y. C. C. Dorough. One of thl' most popular 
men of Shericlan is W. C. U. Dorough, whose so 
cial nature renders him welcollle auywhl?rp. In the 
discharge of the duties of lli~ officf', hl> is accurate 
and ellergetic, bl?ing unremitting in thl? conJuct 
of business He was born in COallOllJa Uonnh t 
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JHiss., April 11, 1'-;43, and is the Bon uf ,y. \V. 
and Cathorine (Cain) Dorough, natives of Georgia 
and Tennessee, respectively. \r. 'V. Dorough 
spent his yonnger days in Georgia, but Wl'nt to 
Tennessee and taught ~CllOOl for a tinJP. He wa~ 
a man of unusually fiDe aptitude for teaching, and 
those who secnred his R8ryic('s considpred tlwlll 

spl yes very fortunate. HEI moved to A lauama fur 
a time, but returned to East rrenne~tiee, in 1':530, 
going to Coahoma County, Miss., in 1ts-U or 18-!-2. 
His death occurred in that State Decl'Tllbpl' 5, 
1843, his wift' surviving him until Spptelllber, 
1853. ,r. C. C. Dorough was left an orphan at 
the age of ten years. He made his home with a 
brother ill Mississippi till 1859, and then carne 
to Arkansas and located also with a brother in Pu 
laski County. Besides receiving the bE'st ednca 
tion to be had at the common and select scboo1s, 
he was tutored by a teacher of no llleall ability. 
That he profited by the advantagE's gi\ en him is 
demonstrated ,wyond a doubt, and is shown by his 
can'er siqce theIl. Upon coming to Arkan~as he en 
gaged in his profesHion in this and adjoining conn 
ties and met with desirable S1..1c('ess. Mr. DOl'uugh 
enlisted in the Confetlerate army (Elt'venth Arkan 
Has Infantry) in H:W 1, and the lai:it twO) ears was 
in the mounted infantry. HE' was prollloted to 
sergeantship and served until the close of the war, 
when he was paroled at Jackson, l\li;-,s., having 
participated in the tight at Island No. IO, Jackson 
(La.), Keller's Lane (La.), Bolton' H Depot and 
Clinton (Miss.). This was a fight through the 
StatE', and lasted thirty one days. After the close 
of the war he returned to Saline Connty, wherE' he 
eugagpJ ill teaching aud fanning np to lK{G. He 
was then elected u,>sessor or Grallt County and 
served an unexpired term of u resignpd assessor, 
being electeu in 1RiS as sheriff and collector of the 
county. From IH<)O to ] 882 he 1-lerved as depnty 

clerk, anu in the fall of ] <.s'32 \Va" appointed connty 
examiner by tll!" county court, and sPl'ved that 
term. In tbe fall of 1884, he wa"! again 01ected 
Rheriff, at the expiration of which term hf-' was re 
elpcted, aUlI again in l~88, aull i'3 now serving his 
fourth tPrlll aR sberiff. Mr. Dorough was aSRoci

ate(1 ill tllP mercantile business for about one year 

ARKANSAS. 

with one Mr. Shepherd. Hi'i fir"lt marriage oc
cnrrt'd in Salille (now Grant) County October G, 
18f3:i, to Cyuthia A. StrE'8tt'r, 11 Ilative of l\1iDSis
sippi. She llie(l January 0, 1'-I""~, It'11Villg five chi1
drpn, threo havin~ died in infancy. Hi" second 
chuice was Mary Ella 13i1'(l (nee Posey), 11 pleas 
aut auJ accomplished lady and a native of ATkan 
saR. Mr. and JHr~. Dorough an' consistent mem
1w1';-, of the Baptist Church. Thl-l former belongs 
to Uw 1\1asonic frate1'llity, and is now secretary of 
his lo(lge. 

J olm Fpllter, OUf' uf Grant County' 8 substan 
tial citizt'IlS, first f-,aw the light of day Fpbruary 
3, 18-10, 011 the farm where he now lives, as the 
son of David an(l Martha (FishE'r) Fenter. The 
fathpr was a son of Christian Fentpl', of German 
nativity, who came to America at an early date. 
Sojonrning awhile in Penosylvania, he afterward 
moved to Obio, tllPn to Cape' Girardeau, being that 
couutY'fl first inhabitant. Ahout 1815, he moved 
to Hot Spring County, Ark., where he died at the 
age of ninety years. He was a farmer and black 
smith by occupation. David Fenter was born in 
Pt'nw'lylvania, and died in Fenter Township, Grant 
Connty (thell Hot Spring), in 1R58, at the age of 
bixty fonr years. Hf' was one of the ;jOO who set 
tled Austin, Tex., remaining there fur thirteen 
J ears. He then retm'lleu to Arkam;as, settliJlg on 
the farm where our subject now lives. ~While in 
Texa-:; he served with the famous Davy Crockett in 

hi" war agaillst the Mexicans. Durillg the march 
to the Alma, he was taken sick and left behind, 
being spared the horrihle butchery now !:>o vividly 
pictul'E'd in the pages of hi8tory. He was a wheel 
wright and farmer, heing very "uccessful in these 
vocations. At the tim€' of the Indian troubles in 
Missonri, and dluing the ''far of 1812, he served 
in the United States Army with bravery anJ fidel
ity. He was a memher of tho Methodi8t Episco
pal Church, and politically, a \Vhig. His wife' B 

family was of English doscent. fSht' was born in 
Cape Girardeau County, Mo., and died in Grant 
County, Ark., coming to this 8tate about 18] 5, 
and died at the age of seventy years. Through 

her marriage to David Fenter, she became the t 
mother of twelve childron. only throe of W=--'r 
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are now living: John (our subject) and two S18 

tel's, Sarah (widow of Asher Bagley, now living 
in Grant Oounty), and Catherine (wife of Joseph 
Barnes, farmer of Grant Oounty). The dead are: 
Levi and Eli (who died in Little Rock, as Feueral 
soldiers during the war), Eliza (wife of George 
Finly, fal'mer of Grant County, deceased at the 
age of thirty eight years); the rest died when 
young. John Fenter was the youngest child. 
He received his education at home, being a great 
reader. At the time of his fatber's deatb, being 
but eigbteen years of age, he immediately assumed 
the responsibilities of the farm, and turned his 
attention to fal'ming. In March, 1862, he joined 
Oapt. Adams' company of Trumbull's battalion, 
serving about eighteen months. In 1863 he went 
into the Federal army, joining the Fourth Arkan
sas Oavalry. While in the Confederate service he 
was in tbe battle at Helena. After enlisting in the 
Union army, be saw some active service. While 
on duty as a scout, by order of Gen. ~teele, he was 
shot twice and his horse killed from under him. 
One hall passed through him and the second he 
carries to day. This adventure took place in Grant 
Oounty, below Sheridan. He was disableu and 
laid up for three months. He served both armies 
bravely and faithfully, doing credit to himself. 
After fighting for the maintenance of the Con 
federacy for a short time, he came to the con 
clusion that their cause was wrong, and he had 
the courage to quit the Confederate army and join 
the side that in his mind was the right one. 
When the hostilities ceased, he again took up 
farming, since following this with marked succe8S, 
being one of the most extensive farmers of Grant 
County. In 1863 he waH married to :l\1ary Cuoper, 
who died in Grant Connty, the same year. In 
1867 he again led to Hymen's altar 1\Iiss Amy 
Tull. She died in 1874, leaving a family of four 
children, Mary E. (wife of James D0nham farmer 
of Grant County), being the only onp now living. 
Those dead are John, Lpvi and Amy. In 1g~5 
Mr. Fenter was married the third time. Mm'Y Eller 
becoming hi8 wife. She was also of Grant County. 
To this uoion two children were born: Dora I. and 

~.-:rY O. Mr. Fent.er is a member 01 tho Ohristian 

Oh urch, of the order of K. of H. and the Wheel. 
Politically, he is a member of the Union Labor 
party, corning from the Republican party. He is 
enterpri'ling, in the highest degree, owning the only 
gin in the township, the best in the county. His 
farm consists of 225 acres, with a 20 acre orchard. 

Edward \V. Gartman is engaged actively and 
successfully in merchandising at Grape Vine, Grant 
Oounty. He was born in this county, May 17, 
1861, and is the son of Oapres A. ano Mary Ann 
(Pocia) Gartman, natives of Lexington, ~. C., who 
came to Arkansas in 1841 ano 184::3, respectively, 
locating in this neighborhood. The father died 
in 1887 in his fifty fifth year, his wife surviving 
him eleven months, dying in 18SB at the age of 
fifty three. Both were members of the Mission 
ary Baptist Church, and he was a 1\Iason and a 
member of the 'Vheel. He served in the late war 
from July, 1861, until its close, in an ArkanF:ias 
infantry regiment of the Confederate army, and 
took part in many battles, being taken prisoner at 
Port Hudson. After his rf'lease, in a short time, 
he was in bOille severe battles, uut escaped without 
a wound. He waR a mechanic and farmer by oc 
cupation, working at both callings till his death. 
By his marriagf> he became the father of twelve 
children, of WhOlU Edwal·d 'Y. was the third. 
The Ron received hib educatioll in Grant COUlity, 
remaining at home until his twenty fir~t year, 
when he commenced to farm. In 18~4 he began 
to teach school, and has continued up to the pres 
ent day, very satisfactorily directing the young 
idea and wielding the rod. In 11..l87 he ellJbarked 
in the mercantile lmsinPbR, soon giving it up. how 
eVf'r. In December of the following year hp again 
resumed commercial life, meeting with bettt'r "uc 
cess. He was married to 1\fiss Mattie \raddle on 
October Its, 1888. She was born in Grant Oonnty, 
aOlI is the daughter of Thomas J. Waddle. One 
little daughter has hlessed this union, Era. l\Irr;. 
Gartman is a member of the Missionary Baptist 
Church, while her hn'3banll belongs to th8 Masonic 
order and the Delll()Cratic party. H8 is very popn 
lar as a citizen, being universally respected. Dur 
ing the years IbSS and 1~S\) he f>E'rved his county 
as deputy sheriff, with credit to hilllself. t 
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J. B. Goan, 1t familiar figure in public life, 
and a prosperous planter of Grant County, Wfl8 

born in North Carolina, Heptelllber 22, IS~)n: and is 

a SOll of BinI and Sarah (Brauth'y) Genu. Tbe 
father wa~ fin.;t married, in ] b;H, to Miss Martha 

Seymour, but this lady diNl in 1 S37, without JeILv 
ing any issue, Hnd his second ruarriage was in 18 ~2, 
to a daughter (If Kirk and Flora C. Brantll:'Y, by 
whom he had six children, of whom thpH' al'e four 
still living, and all resille in Graut County. The 
father was a prominent farmer of North Carolina, 
who left his native State and came to Arkansas in 
Ib3(), locating in Jefferson, and now resides with 
his son, the principal of this sketch. His estima 
hIe wife died ou May 11, 1g~3, a devout Cbristian 
woman, and a member of the Baptist Church, to 
which pr=rsuasion her husband also belonged. His 
father was William Gean, a native of North Oar 
olina. and a hero of many battles during the Rpvo 
Intion. His death occurred in that StatE' in the 
year 18-1,'3. J. B. Gean was ellucated in the schools 
near Sheridan. in Grant County. April 8, ] t571, 
he wa") marrieu tv :Mis::, Eli:.r.a Hhodpn, a daughter 
of Simpson and Eliza Rhoden. wPll known re:-.i 
dent!'! of Grant County. rrhis nuion was a happy 
one in pvpry respect, and was blessed with one 
child, Emma E., but a saclnes9, almost impenetra 
bIe in its deE'pnes,", was ca~t over the kind husl>and 
and father, when his excellellt wife Jit'd on Sep 
temuer 3 of the following yt'ur. He l'emained a 
wiclower until October~, IS76. wlwn his hf>art was 
captnn>(l by Miss 1\1ary n. Gorclon, a daughter of 
J ames amI Mary Gordon, by whom he had five 
children. three of tlJPm still living, anu all l'esid 
iog at home: Mary A., John H., Clara B., I.Jillip 
1. and Oris B. J\Ir. Gean is a man of great pOpll 
larity in his community, and enjoys the confidence 
of his fellow citizC'Lls to an exalteu dt'gree. His 
intpgrity, iocll1stry and honor have placed him 
among the leading ID.Pn of Grant County, ancl his 
activity in all puhlic and privatp enh'rprio;pc; that 
Lave a tenl1ency to dpvelop and improvA tbp 
e Hlllty makes bim a valuable anil infilwntial re...,j 
u.put. He now owns ahont 3-W Her":'; of very pro 
dnctivC' lawl, with about ninety five acn's un(lt-'r 
cnltivation, all of it being the result of his stC'ady 
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inr1nstry, bnsilH'-i:-O tact nIHl good management. In 
st'ct"I.'i Rocipt iE'') 110 ib a. 1l1(,Illilpr of 1he Masonic 
fratl'rnity, al1(l 1m", hpI(l the offiePR of Senior and 
J unim' vVar<l011, awl has belollgf>(l to the Masons 
for ovor eightpell },0ars. He rille 1 thf> office of 
jnsticp of the pe:lC,\ for funr yean.." in a highly sat 
isfaetory wanner. ailll left it t bf'U nnder thp vigor 
ont protests of hi., cOllstituenh. 1\Irs. Geau is a 
llH'lUl)Pl" of HlP Cumberland Prp:-ohytprian Church, 
ana both are liberal contribntor~ to all religious 
and edllcational matters. 

C. l\I. Gentry, one of tho bl:'st known planters 
in Graut County, resiflin2; seven miles southeast of 
t-)heridan, was born in Lim8stone County, Ala., 
September 1, ]8~':l, and is one of eight children 
born to William and Elizabeth (McFerrin) Gentry 
of North Carolina and Tennp-;see, l·espectively. 
The parf>nts were married in the latter State, and 
of eight children horn to their union there are 
only three living: Evaline (Norton). 'William H. 
Gentry aod C. 1\1., the principal of thiH sketch. 
The father wag a successful farmer and school 
teacher, and part of his life had been devoted to 
mechanical pursuits. He served with distinction 
through tLe \Yar of Ib 12 and look part in many a 
hard fonght battle. In religions belief he was a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. t;outh, 
while his exC'ellt'nt wife belonged to the Cumber 
laud Preshytf'rian Church. The mother died in 
U,:33 and the father foHowt-'d her to the grave in 
1~3V. U. M. Gpntr,) first came to Arkansas in 
1835 and was educated in ihe common bchools of 
hi'3 lleighborhood. On t)8ptember 20. 1835 he 
was married to Miss Clara A. Jones, a daughter of 
Aaron awl Jane J 0nes. Saven children were born 
to this union of whom there are four living, and 
all re&iding in Grarlt County: -oW illiam A., Francis 
E. (Barneq ), Clara A. and Alchley A. (Jackson). 
1\11'. Gentry having been left a widower by the 
death of his first wife July 1-1. 1867, was unite-d in 
marriage to 1\lrs. 1\Iary R Gorllon. a charming 
widow and daughtf'l' of Rev. Elam and Margaret 
\Yallace. Two boys and two girls were born to 
this union: Ellen L. and Thoma" B. (twillS, the for 
mer dying when thirteen days old), Amelia E. (Ly 
brand) and Calvin E. Mr. Gentry is a minister of 
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the Gospel and a school· teacher by occupation, 
but farmf> com;iderably. He owns ahout ] OIl acres 
of very prodnctive lanel aml has placed SOllle tlir
ty five acres under cultivation. He is a llwmber 
of the MaRol1ic fraternity and the Wheel, an(1 haR 
held the office of secretary of his Masonic lodge 
for some time and his mpmbE'l'ship datps hack for 
twenty eight Yf>an;. In religions faith both he alld 
wife belong to th(' 1\1ethodist Church and. are lib 
eral contI'juntors to all religion;.; and educatiunal 
enterpriseR. 

William H. Glover, a prominent miller and at 
one time a resiul?nL of Teunes:-,pe, was born in 
Jefferson County, of that State, October 20, 1830, 
and is the son of D. L. and Per1ina Glover, of 
Ohio and Tennessee, l'espectively. D. L. Glover 
went to this State when a young man, and there 
married his second cousin, Miss Pedina Glover. 
He was a mechanic, machinist and carpf'nter, and 
also did some contracting. He moved from J ef 
ferson to Hamilton County, and resided there a 
number of years; thence to Arkansas, and locate(l in 
what is now Grant County. Hpre he made his home 
until his death, December] H, 18'33, hi" wife hav 
ing died some years prpviol1R. William H. Glove!' 
grew to manhood in Hamilton Connty, Tenn. 
Coming to ArkanRas with his father' 8 family in 
1835, he worked for him, and after reaching his 
majority settled on a farm in DeKalb Township, 
and remained here until he enlisted in the Con
federate service in 1884 with the Elf'vellth Arkan 
sas Regiment. He served for one year, then was 
sent home on a furlough, and building a large mill 
engaged in the grist mill business, also ran a steam 
thresher. After a short time he moved to the place 
where he now reside"!. This he has grpatly im 
proved, building good barns, sheds, etc., and of 
the 420 acres which he owns .,eventy five are under 
cultivation. A good carpenter shop is the secl'pt 
of the excellent condition of the house and all the 
buildings. He has a fine orchard of ppach and 
apple trees, including some fine varieties of pear 
ana plum. Mr. Glover's first wife was Palina 
Harper, a Kentuckian by birth. They were mar
ried in 185M, and at bel' death in ]&03 left two 
little children to mourn her loss: S. H. and Palina. 

Margaret O. Gremmet, a widow and daughter of 
J obn Crowson, a naiive of AlaiJama. became his 
secoml wife in ] 80G. 8o, Pll children are living b) 
this last marriage: Ht-'v. S. H. (a mini~tpr in the 
Mpthodist Episcopal Church), pprlina (wife of Dr. 
L. Baldwin, in Pul:tHki County, of the finlt mar' 
riage), Robert W. David, John N., ,Yilliam. H., 
Gertnl<lp and Isaac, and two children deC'easpd, 
horn of the present wif(:'. Mrs. Glover has onp 
daughter by her former marriagf', Bliza ,J. (wife
of John f-3waford, of Texa:-,.) 1\11'. and Mrs. 
Glover are mt'mbf'I's of the l\lt-'thodi:-,t Episcopal 
Church, he officiating as steward of thf' saUH" and 
is couuted aDlong the memhers of Sheridan Lodge 
of the A. F. & A. M. 

Benjamin F. Graves, known throughout 1\lerry 
Green Towllship as a farmer and stock raiser of 
prominence, was born Jannary 20, 18-!-7, in Saline 
Connty, Ark., and is the son of J. R. GraVf's. who 
came to ArkansaR when a young man and located 
in what is now Saline County. having lived in ad 
joining connties ever since. He has been married 
three times; h is present \vife was formerly Miss 
Sophronia Baggett, and Ahe is highly estf'emed anel 
beloved by her step children, who speak ill the 
most exalted terIDS of her. B. F. Graves re 
mained with his father until he grew to maturity, 
receiving all the advantages of education that 
could be obtained at that time, and on January £I, 
1870, he married Miss Georgia A. ,rHrd, of 
Grant County. l\Irs. Graves. a daughter of 
Thomas and Martha 'Yanl, formerl.\ of South Car
olina, waB reared and eclucated in Saline County. 
After his marriage 1\11'. Graves moved to Simpson 
Township and remained there until 1~'3~. He 
then sold out and bought where he now re:::;i(les, 
here ha,ing IGO acres of land with about nillety
five clem'eel and cultivated. A good frallle honse 
and other buildings are among the improvements 
he has made, and qn1te recently ba,:; huilt a large 
addition. Mr. and Mrs. Graves are the pal'l?nts 
of seven children, and have adopted hyo orphalls 
whom they are carefully educating with their own 
little ones. Their names are: L. Al1gnstns, 1\lar 
tha S., Sophia D., Aphens T., John T., George 
aml Benjamin. The Hallles of the Ol'phans are t 
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Alta Bell Ward and Martha Oastilla. Mr. and 
Mrs. Graves and three of the children are mem
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Ohurch at Sheri
dan, and he belongR to the Agricultural Whe81, in 
which he is steward. 

William H. Haley. Among the prominent 
farmers of DI? Kalh (l'ownship, is W. H. Haley, who 
was burn in ,rashingtoll County, Ala., July 31, 
181 S, and is tbe son of Robert and :M:ary P. (Bail'il) 
Haley, natives of Georgia and AlaLama, respect 
ively. Mr. Haley and family, after living in 1\1is 
sissippi, moved to Tennessee, and from there to 
Arkansas, in 18:10, locating in what was then Pu 
laski, but now Saline County. There he resided 
until hi'l death, in 1831. Hifl wife survived him a 
number of years, Laving married again, and died 
at the residence of her son in 18S4, aged ninety 
years. Of a family of four sons and two dangh 
tel's, three brothers and one sister still survive. 
Our subject, the oldest of the family, came to 
Arkansas with his parents, when but twelvE' years 
old, growing to mature years in this part of the 
State. At the time of their immigration to AI' 
kansas there were not to exceed six families in this 
section of the county. Mr. Haley made his first 
settlement in Calvert Township in 18-11, where he 
cleared a farm and built a nice home, res~ding 

there nntil 1851. He was married in Saline County, 
November 3, 1'3-12, to Harriet S. Cobb, a native of 
Alabama, and the daughter of one of the oldest 
pioneers from South Carolina. Mrs. Haley died 
in 18'3-1, leaving a family of eight children. Shl" 
wah a true, faithful wife and helpmate for forty 
two year'). Mr. Haley madl" his next settlemeLLt 
in Union County, in 1831, anti resided there for 
se-ven years, when he exchanged farms and moved 
over into Louisiana. He returneJ to Union County 
in 1863, and bought a farm, wherE' hA remained 
three years. His ne-xt move wac., to Saline Oounty, 
or what is now Grant COlUlty. This place was then 
blightly improved, but the a(tditional changes that 
have taken place sinoe show that he has not been 
idle. Of 120 acres, there are forty under culti 
vated, a comfortable house, good bal'us, etc., indi
cating prosperity and comfort. Mr. Haley has 
served in several local positions, but the honor has 
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always been tendered him, as he has neVl"r sought 
any public office. His children are: n. J. (wife 
of B. A. ,Vestbrook, of Saline Oounty), Mary V. 
(wife of E. T. Ashcraft, of Graut Oounty), Rachel 
L. (wife of J. J. Holiman), A. H. (of Grant 
Connty), Wm. M. (of Grant County), Sampson O. 
and HPDl'Y P. (or Grant County) and A. Emeline 
(wifp of H. O. Harrington). ,Topl C. died in his 
eighteenth year, and fonr others c.1ipd in infancy. 
Mr. Haley i8 a member of Liberty BaptiHt Church, 
and was made a Thlason in Louisiana in ] bfJ-i. 

Silas A. Hal]. It iF! not an empty complime-nt 
to be numbered among Grant County's prominent 
citizens, but such a place is accorded M1'. HalL 
Originally from Lowndes County, Ala., he was 
born on May (), 18-1-1, as the son of Oanaan Rnd 
Sidney B. (Simmons) Hall, natives of North Car 
olina. The parents were married in Alabama, 
whence they had come while children. He lived 
till bis son, our subject, was two years of age, 
when he died, in Lowndes County; his wife dying 
in 18f)7, as a member of the Baptist Church. He 
was a carpenter anu farmer by occupation. Silas 
A. Hall came to Arkansas with friends when but 
fifteen years old, settling near Tulip, and going to 
work for wages. He received his education in the 
common schools of the neighborhood, and in 
March, 1862, enlisted in Company B, Eighteenth 
Arkansas Infantry, Confederate army, serving till 
June, 1865. He participated in many battles, be 
ing at Oorinth, luka (Miss.), sie-ge of Port Hudson; 
then west of the }Hississippi River, Poison Springs 
and Mark's Mills, in adJition to numerous skir 
mishes. May 28, 1 Sa8, he was marrieJ to Miss 
Caroline Breer1en, daughter of Archibald Breeden, 
or Prairie County. By this union there were two 
children: Doratha Hammond and Haywood G. 
Mrs. Hall is a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. After the war Thfr. Hall rented land for 
three years, when hl" bought 120 acres. He has 
since- added the balance of 180 acres of as good 
land as is in Grant County. Coming to what was 
the wilds of Arkansas, where the bark of the wolf 
was heard with mournful frequency, he began 

without means, an eminently FlUccessfnllife strug t 
gle. In connection with farming, from 187~F 
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1876, he was eng-aged in the gin Imsinpss. Like Port Hudson. On June 3, at Clinton, La., Mr. 
most citizens of this county, he is a ruemlwr of the Hamilton was once more takell prisoner, soon being 
Democratic party. paroled and returning LOlllP, wbere Le remained. 

Joseph Hamilton, by well dirpcted ('fforts and He took part in the hattles of Island No. ]0, Port 
energy, has come to b8 wpll alld favorably known Hmh,on and otLer placeH along the Mississippi 
to the citizens of Grant County. Hp first saw the Rivpr. After recovering frOl1l Hw effects of thp 
light of day in Marion County, T8nn., Odoher 1U, war, he made an f'xtended trip through Texas, on 
]843, as the son of ~William awl Sarah (Fowlpr) horF>p»ack, trading in stoC'k In 1870 he loratecl 
(Hicks) Hamilton, of TpIlllessee origin. The father on tbe placp when:. E. M. Hicks began to farm, 
was born January 8, 1807, aIHl died November 0, and has evpr siue(' followed farming and stock 
L876. His wife was born :r.1ay -/., ] 808, and died raiHing and trading. Thp war wipe(l away all his 
August 1, 1887. 1'11e)' were married in their na- prupf>rty. hnt by continued illdnstry and <1hlp man 
tive State-, the-re made the-ir homE' until 1g57, and agE'ment, he ba'3 been very RucceRsful. In] t:l7G 
then came to Arkansas, locating in what was Saline he moved to the place on which hI? now lives .. 
County now Grant Connty, in the neighborhood He was married in 1873, to Sallie 'Wylie, danghter 
of where their son Joseph lives. ~\\,illiam Hamil of David J. \Vylie. She was born in Gordon 
ton was a wagon.maker and a farmer, and togl?ther County, Ga., on March 1, 18G5. By this union 
with his wife, was a me-mbl?r of the Methodist tbere were seven children, all living: Cynthia 1.1., 
Episcopal Church for nearly half a century. His J oSl?ph W., Ralph 'Y., Ida, Blanche, David B. 
wife was the widow of E. JH. Hicks (deceasf'd). and Lawl'ence G. Mrs. Hamilton is a member of 
There was born to the marriage of William Ham the Methodist Episcopal Church, while her hus 
ilton and Sarah Hicks, a family of five children, band is a Democrat and a member of the Ma<;onic 
Joseph being the oldest. Four of the children are order. 
living: Joseph, 8arah (wife of ,Yo T. Stockton, Dr. Clmrles U. Harrison, well known as a ca 
farmer of Grant County), Emily (wife of Asa A. pable and honored physician of Grant County, was 
Billingslea, of Grant County) ancl Cynthia T. (wife born in Dallas County, Ark., December 1U, 1833. 
of A B. Ohilders: farmer of Grant County): Nancy He i8 a son of M. J. and Pauline (Harrison) Hal' 

j 

K. (the wife of Henry Paxton, of Grant County, rison, natives of Caswell Connty, N. C. His par 
died when thirty years of age). Joseph Hamilton ents came with their folks to what was formerly 
received his education in Tennf'ssee, and on July Dallas County, this State, when but littlf' children. 
11. 1861, enlisted in Company F, Eleventh AI' Here in the wilderness, the two young people met 
kansas Infantry, Confederate army. He was taken aml learned to love, plighted their vows, were 
prisoner below New Madrid, :r.l0., and then carried wedded, lived a happy, united existence and 
nmth and confined in Camp Douglas, Chicago. passed away; she during the war, and he surviv
After an incarceration of only ten day8, he and his ing until June :33, 1 ')89. 'Vhen his first wife died 
half-brother, E. M. Hicks, made their escape by be took unto himself Tenny Robinson, of Princeton, 
crawling through a hole in the wall of the bar Dallas County, as his second wife. ShE' survives 
racks. Their monetary possf'ssion amollnted to him, living on the old homestead. He was a tan
$1. 23, and they were 1,000 miles from home, ner by trade, but followed farming all his life. As 
among enemies. Plainly perceiving that their only a farmer he was very successful, accumulating con
hope in l"eaching home was in walking, they set siderable property during his time. His home al 
out; but after braving all sorts of dangers and suf- ways remained unchanged, though by various ~ul'
fering privation after privation, at the close of the veys he has lived in Dorsey and Cleveland Coun 
thirty sixth day on the road, they reached home, ties. At the time of his death he had been a lllelll 
foot· sore, lame and weary. Resting but briefly at bel' of the Methodist Episcopal Church, Soutb, for 
their homes, they again joined their command at severa] years. He served in the Confederate army t 
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from the beginning to the end, participating in 
the battles of Prairie Grove awl others. At this 
battle (Prairie GrovA) he was wounded by a bnrst
iug shell, after which he waR transf0rred to th0 
cavalry, in which he R8l'ved as firbt lieutpnant till 
the close of tlw war. In thiR latter branch of th(. 
RE'l'V1Cf', he was in th0 IalUOHS Price 1'a1l1 from Pi 
lot Knoh to Kant->a" CiLy. Durillg hi:-. enlistmeIlt 
he had his collar button shot off amI seven bullet 
holE's put t hrongh his ('oat, escaping wit11 a sing-le 
wouud. He was a Chapter l\Iason at Pine Bluff, 
aud a mel).loer of the Democratlc party. Six chil
dren were horn to his first marriage, Charles U. 
being the oldest. Besides our suhject, Major P. 
and Virginia R. are the only ones surviving. Ma
jor is in the upholstering bUHiness at Inaianap 
olis, Ind., and Yirginia is the wife of 1Villiam H. 
Darby, a farmer of Cleveland County, this State. 
Dr. Harrison received his education at St. John's 
UolIE'ge, graduating in 1874, following which he 
returned to his fan)}, l'f>maining until 1875, when he 
went into the drug bnsiness at Little Rock. Here 
hE' began the study of medicine. In 1 S77 he en 
tered upon a course of lectureA at the Louisville 
M(='clical College, graduating the following year, 
and in 1878 locatp-d at New Edinburg, Cleveland 
County, and ten years later took up his residence 
near vVhite Oak, where he now has an ext8nsive 
and Incrative practicE'. He is a member of the 
1Hethodist Episcopal 011urch, South, a Mason, and 
politically a Democrat. Hecognized as one of 
Grant County's wide awake citizen"!, he is eVE'r 
striving to advance the interest9 of his neighbor
100<1. In 1 S 78 he waR maniel1 to _Miss Elizabeth 
Cox, daughter of Dr. J. \Y. Cox, of Cleve1and 
Cuunly, Ark. By this union there was one child, 

Agnes P. 
J. R. Henry, a prominent mill operator and 

well known planter of Grant County. wa" born in 
North Carolina, J aunary 3, 1~33, anu is a son of 
John G. anel Hannah (Cooper) Henry. The par 
ents were married near 'Vilmington, N. c., and 
four children wen' born to their union: George 
'Y., William J" Benjamin C. and John R. About 
] 833 he moved to Tennessee, and in 1838 his wife 
died. A few years later the father waf:, married to 
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Miss E. Wmthen, by whom he had four sons: 
Isaac F., Thomas J.~ Joseph T., Albert H., Pat 
rick and Sam/1eI \r. He lllOVE'tl to ArkaD"!as in 
184G, and thpre remainE'cl until his death, which 
occurred in Februar}. 1~()4. Hp waR a very HUC 
ce'3sful fmmer dllring his life, antI at thE' timp of 
bis death owned ahout :3nO ftCJ es of Vitl11ah1e land. 
J. B., the JH'incipal of this :;;;kptcb, was pdncatecl 
in thE' State of Tennp"~P8, and acqnirpd a !Sooel 
Ellglish training. In 1845 he moved to Arkanhafl, 
and was there married to MiHs 1l-fartha ,J. Yonng, 
ill February, 1~55, a daughter of Mills and Be 
becca Young. rrhis union made him thf' father of 
two boys and two girls : John W., James A., Vir 
gin-ia B. and Mm'), E., who are all still living. Mr. 
H'?nry's first wife died in 1&62. and a, few years 
later hE' was married to l\Irs. Martha W el1~, by 
whom he had two sons: Benjamin F. and Andrew 
,Yo Mr. Henry's occupation has always been at 
farming and milling, and he is one of the most 
expert mill operators in Cenh'al Arkansas_ He 
owns about 640 actE'S of very productive land, of 
which 150 acreR are unclel' cultivation, and adapted 
to almost any growth. In February, ]802, he en 
listed in Gen. Price'R army, ana. served in the 
FirAt ArkansaH Cavalry, taking part in a number 
of hard fought battles and skirmishes. For the 
past nine years be has had charge of Jnnet post 
office, aud fills the position in a highly creditable 
and satisfactory manner. In l'eligious belief he 
and wife are members of the Methodist Church, 
and are liberal contributors to all charitable and 
edncational enterprises. Mr. Henry is onp of the 
leading Apirits in seeking out and developing 
means for advanclng the agricultural and indus 
trial interestR of his county, and is one of the most 
popular men in that section. 

Elijah M. Hicks, a prominent citizen of Grant 
Uouuty, wa~ born ill Marion COllnty, Tenn., on 
AugnRt 10, 184:0. to the marriage of Elijah M. and 
Sarah (Fowler) Hicks, natives, respectively, of 
Tennessee and Kentucky. The parents were mar
ried in Tennessee, and made that their horne till 
1840, when they moved. to Marion County, Ark., 
where the father diecl the same year at the ag-e of 
forty. Soon after her husband's death, ,Mrs. 
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Hicks rE'turned to Malion Connty, Telln , nO\muin
ing till ]857. Then coming to Saline County, 
Ark., she tiied in I ~b7 at thE' age of seventy"seven 
years, having been married the second time to 
,y illiam Hamilton. She was a member of the 
Methodist EpiHcopal Church at the timE' of her 
death. By her first marriage she Lecame tht' 
mother of seven children, of whom Lut two HlU
vivt': the principal in this sketch and bis siMtf'r, 
Martha Tate, of Grundy County, East Tenn. 
Elijah M. Hick::;, the younger, was educated in 
East Tennessee, makiDg his home with his mother 
until he was ten years old. At this early age, on 
account of a llisagreement with his step fatheI', 
he left home, remaining with his sister twO) ears, 
and with an aunt one year" Living thus with 
relatives till the year 1857, he came to tbis locality 
after a stay in Benton County of one} ear. Upon 
locating' here he Legan farming. and has followed it 
ever "ince, owning at the present time a fine farm of 
525 aCI'es. In 1887 he went into the mercanti1e 
business at Mooneyville, continuing at this branch 
of industry with marked success till the J ear 1884-. 
He has S1 nre been extensively engaged in the stock 
trade. He has se,rved two years as justice of the 
peace, Leing a Democrat in politics. He has been 
snccessful in everything to which he has directed 
his attention, and as a result of his successes is 
one of the most prosperous citizens of Grant 
County. In September, I8G]' he enlisted in the 
Eleveuth Arkansas Infantry Regiment, Conreder 
ate army. At New ~Iadrid he was captnred and 
taken to Camp Douglas, Chicago, where he was 
detained a prisoner for ten days, and at the expira 
tion of this timE', in company with Joseph Hamil· 
ton, made his escape by crawling through a hole in 
the barrack':>. One thowmnd milAs from home, 
Rebels in a country filled with Unionists, with lmt 
$1. 23 in tbeir pockets, the two escapeu prisoners, 
by dodging and enduring innumerable hardships, 
traversed the whole (listance on foot. After thirty 
six days of wandering they reached home and 
loved ones, without a serious mi8hap. Hemaining 
home but a short time, be rejoined his regiment at 
Port Hudson, where he was again captured, but 
soon paroled. After this be served in Poles' bat
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talion for a short time, then came home. He took 
part in many Lattles,Port Hndson and others. On 
Decembpr :23, 180V, h8 was married to l\Iary AIm 
Black, daughter of J oReph Black, of Alabama. 
f)he was born in Alabama on SeptemLer 18, 1837. 
By this nnion there were five childreu: J aIDes T. 
(teaching bchooli. Laverna J., Joseph D. and Au 
drew 1\1. (at home); f)arah Ann having uied October 
12, 1886, at the age of twenty six. 1\11'. Hicks, 
wife and two eldest children are members of the 
Methodist Epibcopal Church. The father iR a180 
a member of the l\Iabonic order. Sarah Ann, the 
daughter who':>e decease ii-> noted, was the wife of 
rrhomas G, \Vylie, :3 farmer of Grant County, also 
dead. She waR the mother of four children, two 
now living: Florence and James A. The two de 
cea"ed wen? Alice and Ammie G. 

J. Holiman is a native of North Carolina, and 
was born in All"OIl County Augn':>t 13, 1 S29. He 
is a t>on of Hon. \rarren Holiman, albo of the same 
conuty, originally, who married there Millie \Yal

. tel's. likewise of that State. In the year 18:33 the 
family moveu to Alabama, where they resided for 
several yeaTS. but in 1R-tO moved to Arkansas, and 
located near the village of Pratt'3ville. Mr. Holi 
man improved a large farm, on which be lived 
until hiD death, in August, 1SIC). During life he 
held the office of Internal Improvement Commis 
sionE'r, and was also a member of the legislature, 
filling, in an acceptable manner, other official posi 
tions. His wife is now eighty four years old. 
Joshua Holiman accompanied his father, and I'e 
mainpd with him until he was twenty four years 
old. Before leaving the home~tE'ad. which he had 
helped to improve, he married, December 1U, 1832, 
a daughter of Ezekiel Hogue, who had been 
brought by her father to ArkamlRs when she waD 
Lut four years old. f)ince his marriage he has im 
proved three farms. In 1~79 he came on the farm 
he is at present working, which rontttins ahout 120 
acres, thirty five being under cultivation. He has 
two log houses and outbuildingg. In 18f)4-- he en 
listed in the Fecleral army, Second ]\Iissonri Light 
Artillery, and sprved until November, I8G3. at 
Benton Barracks. He participated in several flX

citing engagements with the Indians, and can tell 
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of illany a thrilling episode of the war time. After 
he was discharged he returned home. and resumed 
his occnpation of farming. Mr. and Mrs. Holi
lllan are the parents of nine children, fonr Loys 
and five gil'll:>: J oha A. (a prominpnt bm;in8sH lllan 
of Little Rock), H. J oshun (pobtmaster at 8heri 
dan), SaraL E. (wife of \rilliam E. Poe), .Martba 
Ann (wife of J. E. T. \Yarcl, and resi(les Ileal' her 
father), Nannie ,Yo (a hright young lady), William 
Harvey (a lad of fifteen) and Olive May and Mollie 
Nora (younger children). The family, with the 
exception of the two little girls, are members of 
the Baptist Church. 

Daniel Johnson. a merchant of Sheridan, Grant 
County, Ark.. is a native of Eastern Tennessee, 
and wab born in Roane County. May 9, 1824. He 
was the son of haac and Nancy (Hunter) John 
son, al'3o of Tennessee. Isaac Johnson was a 
farmer, teacher and blacksmith, and also held a 
local office in his county. He died in 1&44:, at the 
age of sixty years. Of his family, six sons and 
three daughters attained maturity, and became 
heads of families. Daniel Johnson grew to man
hood in Tennessee, remaining with his mother 
until her death. In 11)4f3 he married Elizabeth 
Hickson, a native of Tennessee, where he remained 
until 184.9, when be removed to Arkansas, and 
located in what i'3 now Grant County, settlillg on 
a farm which was his home until] 877. He then 
moved into town, having been elected county 
treasurer of Grant County. He waR re elected to 
that position ill 1'37~, 1':>80, 188~ and 1884, dis 
charging his official uuties in a competent nud 
satisfactory lllanlier for ten years. In] 1377 Mr. 
,Johnson moved to Sheridan, and opt'Iled a storf' of 
general merchanuise, also startillg a botel, which 
he conducted for six yean,. At that time there 
were only two families living in Sheridan. Com 
mencing in the mercantile businesR with but $250, 
hp has in twelve years built up a large trade, and 
is aIle of the substantial men of the county. He 
made the trip overland to California in 185;3, with 
a large train, being six months and twelve days 
on the road. and going through severe hardships. 
'rhp train became divided by dissen~iof1s, etc., butj ~tinallY he arrived ill California safely. and there 
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remained three years. He returned to Arkansas 
in 1H5G, by way of Panama, Aspinwall and New 
Orleans. Mr. J ohuRon lost his first wife in 1870. 
Bhe left a family of nille children (thrpe of whom 
are now decf'Hsed): Nancy J. (deceased, left a fam 
ily of five children), James 1\1. 8., 'Villiam D. (de
ceased), Paulina (wife of W. L. Lybrand), Martha 
(widow of A. N. Rhoden), Finas E. (deceased, who 
was a former partner in the store), r:3arah (wife of 
J. A. Shell), Robert G. (a partner in the store), 
Catharine (now Mrs. W. J. Shepperd). JHr. John 
son married again, in 1878, a widow, 1\lrs. Rachel 
Glover (nee Walker), a native of Eastern Tennes
see. Mr. Johnson entered the Confederate serv
ice, in 1861, in the Second Arkansas Infantry, and 
served about one year, when he was discharged 
on account of disability. He participated in a 
num bel' of engagements, but served on detached 
duty most of the time, and made two trips back to 
this State recruiting for his company. He re 
ceived bis discharge at Corinth, in 1862, when he 
returned to his home. Mr. and ]VII'S. Johnson are 
members of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. 

J. 1\1. S. Johnson has gained just reputation as 
a prominent citizen of Grant County, and is in 
eluded among the leading planters of his section. 
Born in Tennessee on May 27, 1848, he is a son 
of DaniE'l and Elizabeth (Hickson) J oLnson, the 
former born in Tennessee May 9, 1824:, and the 
latter a native of the same State and a daught81' of 
'fim and Nancy Hickson. The parents were mar
ried in 184:-1 and had nine children born to their 
nnion, of whom six are 8till living and reside in 
Arkansas. Both parents helonged to the Pn:.sby 
terian Church. The mother died N ovembel' 2G, 
1876, and aftpl' her decease the father was malTied 
to Miss Racbel GlOVPl', of Tennessee. He served 
with distinction through the late war, espousing 
the Confederate cause. J. :1\1. S. Johnson was edu
cated in the schools of Grant County, and was 
there married to Miss Henrietta O. Oswalt, August 
11, 1874. His wife is a native of South Carolina 
and a daughter of Daniel Oswalt, a well-known 
citizen of Grant County. Ten cbildren have been 

born to this union: Alice E., Aquilla E., Oliver 
T., Flora E., Rhidonia C. , James D_, Andrew E .. 

t 
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Henry F. and Vider 1., an infant, who are still (Confederate) under Col. Smith, and serving as 
living, and all l'eside at home. 1\1r. Johnson has third lieutenant for twelve months. Upon the 1'8

been a successful farmer during his life, and now orgauization of hi~ company after the expiration of 
owns about 3G~ acres of the most fertile soil in hih term of service he was elected captain, in which 
Central Arkansas, with some bevent) five acres capacity he sened until the close of the war, hav 
under cultivation. He is a member of the Masonic ing IJarticipated in the fight at New Madrid and at 
order and has held the office of Junior Warden of Island No. 10, where he was taken prisoner and 
his 1001gt> for about six years. He and wife belong held five months at Johnson's Island. After hi8 
to the Oumberland Presbyterian Church and are release he was sent on a rE'cruiting expedition for 
liberal contributors to all charitable and worthy en Gen. Bragg, and returned to Arkansas, but being 
terprises, taking spE'cial interest in religious and taken sick he did not return to his regiment, l'e· 
educational matters. Mr. Johnson is a man of ceiving an honorable discharge. After the war 
untiring energy and a leader in fmthering the de Mr. Oamp settled Oll a farm in this (Grant) County. 
velopment and progress of bis county, and enjoys In 1863 he mal'l'ied Mary E. Lockbart, daughter 
a widespread popularity in that section. of Stacy Lockhart, one of Grant Oounty' s pioneers. 

Robert G. Johnson. though numbered among who settled here in I ~+O. Mrs. Kemp was born 
the younger men of this locality, is rapidly coming and reared on the place where &he and her hus 
to the front and gaining an enviable reputation. band now reside. After his marriage he chose a 
He is a merchant of Sheridan and was born in hOIlle first in l\Ierry Green Township, where he 
Dary!,Jaw Township, Grant County, Ark., Decem- resided seven years, after which he bought out the 
bel' 23, ] 864, being the son of Daniel Johnson interest of the heirs of Mr. Lockhart's (his wife's 
[whose biography appears in this workJ. He was father) estate to the hOllJestead to which he then 
reared and educated in Sheridan, and in 188--1: was removed, and on which he is still located. Mr. 
taken in partnership by his father and brother. Kemp has a good farm of 100 acres, eighty acres 
Mr. Johnson and bis brother (now deceased) built being cleared land under cultivation. A good, 
one of the finest business block8 in Sheridan, in double log honse and outbuiluiDgs, and a large 
which the present store is located. He was mar and well kept apple and peach orchard are among 
ried in Sheridan in May, 1889, to Miss Nancy E. the improvementA. Mr. Kemp was nominated and 
Dorough, an estimable young lady and daughter elected representative of Grant County in the fall 
of the popular sheriff of this county [mentioned of 1879, and t3erved through one term of the legis 
elsewhere in these pages]. l\1r. Johnson is a young lature. Again, in ] 8R8, he was re-elected by a 
man with plenty of ambition and energy, and will large majority over two prominent opponents (both 
undoubtedly make his way in thE' world. independE'Ilt candidates) to the legislature and 

Hon. L. H. Kemp, representative for Grant served through the last meeting of that body with 
Connty, also postmaster at 'rm'in, Davis Township, distinction and prolllinence. He has a family of 
wa9 born October 23, ]b37, in Smith County, nine children: Elizabeth (wifE' of A. R. Hawley), 
Tenn., and is the son of Alfred 1\1. and Mary A. Fannie (uDmarriecl), Anni8, Mary, L. H., Jr., 
(Caldwell) Kemp. Alfred M. Kemp was born in Wade H., William M., Lucy and John.· Mr. and 
Smith County, Tenn., where he resided until his Mrs. Kemp are members of the I\fissionary Bap 
death, in 1842. After that event his widow, who tist Chlll'ch of this place. 
is a native of Tennessee, married ",V. R. Gregory, Jasper N. Lee, as one of Grant County's most 
and in J848 moved to Arkansas, locating in what wealthy land owners, deserves prominent mention. 
is now Davis Township, in Grant County, where He came upon the stage of action on September 
they at present make their home. L. H. Kemp 2, 18;)-t:, in Jefferson County, Ark., hE'ing the son 
resided with his mother until the war, enlisting of Thomas J. and Toppie Ann (Marsh) Lee. natives 
in July, 1'3()1, in the Eleventh Arkansas Infantry respectively of South Oarolina and Tennessee. The ~ 
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father, when a young man, 10cRting in J efferhon 
County. It was his original intentioll to go to 
Texas, but while paRsing through ,J efferson County, 
this State, he saw land Ruitable for a home, and 
remained here till his death. As soon as settling, 
he went into the mill business, and maue a greater 
portion of the lnmber uRed ill th8 constrnction 
of Pine Bluff, and all used in lmil(1ing Hulplnu 
Springs. He was emiuently succPssful as a mill 
man. His death occurred on August 1~, 18G3, 
when he was in his fifty eigbth year. He moved 
from Jefferson to Saline County in ] ~58, and built 
a mill on Saline River, situated in what is now 
Calvert Township, in Grant County. He was a 
Union Democrat, and served Jefferson County as 
judge, supervising the building of the court 
house at Pine Bluff. He also held the office of 
justice of the peace. During the Mexican War, he 
was a soldier, but not in active service. He was 
twice mauied; the first time before coming to Ar 
kansas, meeting and marrying our subject's mother, 
in this State. She had removed with her parents 
to J effer'3on Connty, dying in ] '531" when quite a 
young woman. Thomas Lee was the father of 
twent} five children. By his second wife, there 
were four children; JaE>per N. being the only one 
living. At the age of thirteen, he started out for 
himself, and in company with friends and neigh 
bors, first went to Northwestern Texas, where he 
worked in the stock business, for other people 
herding sheep, cattle anel horses. While there he 
attenued the Commerce Acadpmy, obtaining the 
rn<liments of an English educatiCJll. His favorite 
stmlif-'s were grammar, composition anu rhetoric. 
In ] ~,7 he was an assistant in a common scbool at 
Lebanon. Whell leaving home, he could barely 
read IH"int, but by diligent pursuit of his studies, 
he ha'> given himself a gooJ education. After re
turning to Grant Connty, in 11.Si\ he turned hiE> 
attention to farming and school teachillg; cultivat 
ing the soil in summer, and the minds of the young 
in willtef. This he continued until recently, June, 
1<..,RV, when he connected hjmself with the Kings
lanel Stave and Rafting Company. Since then, 
he has been buying timber for the company in 
Grant County. In 18T'S he was marripd to Elizaj 
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beth -Wilkinson, daughter of Dr. H. lVI. Wilkinson, 
of Grant COUllty. The fruits of this marriage were 
five children. Hobert E. is the ouly one living. 
rrhose dead ale Hugh, B. \Y., Tboruaf-l L. and 
Mmy F. A., all of whom died whpn young. Mr. 
Lee and wife are lllembers of the :Missionary Bap
tist Church. He is the owner of between six and 
seven hundred acres of land, most of whieh is in 
the Saline River bottom; he has also tax titlp 
claim to over 1,200 acres additional. Mr. Lee 
started in life without means anu without educa· 
tion, and his great success is due solely to his illdi 
vidual efforts. While in Texas, he studied law 
under James Matthews, of Green ville, but has 
never applied for admission to the bar. 

Joab P. Lockhart, a farmer in Davis Town 
ship, Gmnt County, was born in this county, April 
10, 184-1, and is the son of ~tacy Lockhart, a 
native of South Cat'olina. Moving to Alabama 
when but a lad of fourteen, he was reared and eel 
ucated there, and married 1\1iss Elizabeth Lowe, 
of Alabama origin. In 1842 Mr. Lockhart moved 
to Arkansas, and settled in what is now Grant 
County. At the time of his settlement here there 
were only two cabins in Little Rock. He served 
as a pioneer justice of the peace, made a comfort 
able home, and finally was claimed by that grim 
desb'oyer, Death. His good wife sUl"Vived him till 
1873. There were nine children in the family, 
seven of whom are still living. The subject of 
this sketch was reared and educated in Grant 
County, and remained with his father until the 
war, when he enlisted in 18G2, in the Second Ar 
kansas Infantry, and served until the final sur 
render, participating in the battles of IHurfrees
Loro, Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge and numer
ous others. Hp was wounded at Chickamauga by a 
gunshot through the left hand, and again at Lib 
erty Gap, receiving a flesh wound in the left leg. 
After the close of the war, Mr. Lockhart returned 
home aml resumed his occupation of farming, and 
in ] 865 married Mrs. Sarah J. Halbert, a native 
of Georgia. Mrs. Lockhart died in 1882, leaving 
two children: W. H. and Sevilla. His present 

wife was formerly Nancy 'Y. York, a daughter of t 
Riehm'u York, ~nd a native of Arkansas,' Aft~F 
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short time 1\11'. Lockhart intenu~ llloving hi::, family 
to l\Ialvern. 'V. H. now holds a very rf:'sponsible 
position in Little Rock, and enjoys the perfect 
confidence bis employers repose in him. l\1r. and 
Mrs. Lockhart are adherents of the Missionary 
Baptist Church, and both are devout member.., of 
that persuasion, being deeply intere"ited in all 
matters pertaining to education and religious af 
fairs of his county. 

John W. Lybranu. It iF! justly concedeu that 
Mr. Lybrand is among the most influential citi-
ZPllS of Grant County, and as such deseTves more 
than passing notice. He was bol'O in Lexington 
District, S. C., on October 1, 18403, as the son of 
Jacob and Nancy (Taylor) Lybrand, natives of 
Lexington District. Jacob Lybrand and his wife 
moved to J efl'erson County, Ark., in ] 8407, where 
he died in 1873, at the age of sixty six, his wife 
passing away in 1881 at the age of sixty eight 
years. He was a member of the Lutheran Church, 
while she was a Baptist. 'Yhen a young man, he 
learned the carpenter trade, anu followed the same 
in connection with farming, until hiH death. The 
portion of J efi'erson County in which he settled was 
then a wilderness; but he opened up a farm and 
reared his family. His father was a native of 
Germany, coming to this country and settling on 
a farm in South Carolina. Mr. and 1\1rs. Jacob 
Lybrand became the parents of six children, five 
of whom are now living: Catharine (wife of D. R. 
'Yilliams, farmer and merchant at Grapevine), 
the principal of this sketch, Beda Elizabeth (wife 
of P. F. Taylor, farmer of Grant County), 
Joseph G. (farmer of Cleveland County, Ark., 
Reuben (a farmer, died in the ConfedPl'ate army 
in 18(2) and \Villiam H. Judge Lybrand re 
ceived his education at home and after marriage. 
In June, ] 861, he enlistpd in Oompany A, Ninth 
Arkansas Infantry, in which he served until the 
battle of Corinth, when he was taken prisoner. 
Being parolen, he returned home and enliRted in 
the Second Texas Cavalry, Company D, in which he 
served until shortly before the close of the war, 
when he was again taken prisoner and helel until 
the close of the war. He participated in many 
battles, among them being Shiloh, Baton Rougej 
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and Hw skirmi~hes around Oorinth. 'Vhile in the 
Texas Cavalry, he waH engaged in a number of 
battles: Bervick's Bay, Donelsonville all the 1\1is 
sissippi River, and Franklin, La. He went with 
Gen. Price on his raid from Pilot Knob to lode 
pendence and thence through Indian Territory, 
hi~ last battle being at Washington, Ark. During 
his service, he was wounded three times. At Shiloh 
and Corinth he l'ecpived but slight wounds; at 
Vermillionville, La., hp wa"! seriously wonndEld 
in the knee, disabling him from service for thrpe 
months. His Rel'vice to the South was a credit to 
him, as he was loyal to the cause, bravely daring 
allYthing for his country's sakp. After the war 
he returned to his olel county, without even a 
good suit of clothes. Tm'niug his attention to 
farming, he leased land for one year, whpn his 
father gave him property. His first purchase was 
200 acres. Since then he has added the balance, 
750 acres of as good land as can be found in 
Grant County. In 1872 he was elected the first 
treasurer of Grant County, serving two years. In 
1882 he was chosen as probate and county judge, 
holding the office fonr years, and was alBo elected to 
represent Gran! County ill the General Assembly. 
December 2'i, 1863, Judge Lybrand married Sarah 
J.Ellis, daughter of Samuel Ellis, of Grant County. 
She was born in North Carolina and died io this 
county in 1881, at the age of forty years. She 
becamp the mother of six children, all surviving 
their mother. They are Nancy Gully (wife of 
Jesse Ashcraft, farmer of Grant County). John E. 
(living at home), Lycurgu"i C., Joseph ~., 'Yilliam 
T. and Lot H. On March 0, ]883, J\1r. Lybrand 
was again married, to Fanny J\lacon, of Hot Spring 
Oounty, a native of Tpnnesc;ee, and daugbter of 
John T. Macon, of North Carolina. She was on 
a visit to hel' sister when the Judge met and mar 
ried her. By thiR marriage thertl were two chil 
dren: Rudolph F. aod 1\la1'Y McKeE'. The Judge 
and his wi!e are both membel'B of the 1\lisRionary 
Baptist Church, he officiating as deacon and clerk 
at the Sardes Church. He is a Royal Arch Mason 
and a member of the "Theel and the Alliance, 
being preHident of the county 'Yheel and secretary 
of tho local Wheel. He is a Democrat anrl onp of t 
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the wide-awake citizens of the county. In 1S87 
he went into the mill business and in 1C,R3 em 
barked on the sea of mercantile life at Grapevine. 
He has been ver) successful all through his career. 
This he attributes to industry and bm;iness ability. 

Y. B. 1\1:cCoo1, of Merry Green TOWLlShip, 
Grant County, Ark., owes his nativity to Alabama, 
and is the son of Andrew and Katie (Gentry) Mc
Cool, both originally of the same State. He was 
born in 1826, in Montgomery County, where most 
of his younger days were spent. Andrew, his father, 
moved to Arkansas about ] &58. awl settled in 
Grant Connty, remaining there till his death, which 
occurred in 1870. Y. B. McCool received his 
education in the Bchools of Alabama, and was mar 
ried, in 1851, to Elizabeth Bright, of that State. 
After his marriage he continued his farming for 
four years, but in 1855 moved to Arkansas. and 
settled in what is now Grant County, and. on the 
same tract 6f land which he now occupies. He 
has 24,0 aeTes of land, sf-venty five of which are in 
an excellent ",tate of cultivation, with 16[) acres of 
timber land. To one less sanguine the prospect of 
the faTID in its early stage would have been most 
disheartening, but Mr. McCool knew that where 
there was a will a way would follow, and the result 
of his untiring and unceasing labor would satisfy 
the must fastidious. Substantial buildings are all 
in good repair, and in fact he may look with par 
donable pride at the olltcome of his own efforts. 
He is also one of the pioneers who helpe<l to trans 
fer this dense wilderness to its present state. In 
July, 1886, Mr. McCool was bereft of his wife, who 
left seven children: George W., Mary E., \\ illiam 
A. , Henry L., Martha, :Margaret and Franklin. In 
1887, he married Mrs. Sen'pta Stockton, a nativE' 
of Alabama. rrhey are members of the Baptist 
Church, and respected by tllfl entire community. 

Rev. \Villiam B. McCool, occnpied a~ a min 
ister and farmer in Davis Township, wac; born in 
Fayette Oounty. Ala., Octobpl' ~;J, 184-1" ancl is the 
son of A. J. and Nancy (Ashcraft) 1\1cCoo1. ISee 
sketch of Y. B. :1\1cOool, this work.] Mr. 1\1cOool 
came to this State in 18()1 with his parents, and 

j 
enlisted the same year in the Eleventh Arkansas 
Regiment. remaining in the Confederate service 

until the close of the war, and participating in the 
fight at New Madrid and Islalld No. 10, where he 
was taken prisoner and hPld five months at Camp 
Douglas, Chicago. He was exchanged at Vicks
burg and reorganized the colorea regiment, taking 
part in the fight at Clinton, La., and Olel Frank
lin, Miss. He was finally paroled at CryHtal 
Springs in the spring of 186;). Returning home, 
he attenued school for a time. but afterward en
gaged in farming, and in 186] united with the 
Missionary Baptist Church, being li('ensed to 
preach in uno and ordained in 11372. ~ince then 
he bas had charge of from two to four churches 
constantly, and his laborious and earnest efforts in 
the work of the ministry have been much appre
ciated. In the YE'ar 1871 Mr. 1\1cCoo1 was married 
to Amanda N. Paxton, of J\1ississippi, and daugb
tel' of J. J. and Isabella Paxton. Mr. McCool 
bought the place wheTe he now resides in ]871, 
and has made many improvements, now having a 
good double log house and commodious barn, and 
also a fine orchard. The farm consists of sixty 
acres, besides which he owns forty acres of excel 
lent timber land. Five children have been born 
to this union: George F., James B., 'William W., 
Mary I. and Hattie. Mr. 1\1cOool is Chaplain of 
Sheridan Masonic Lodge. 

,Villiam D. McDonald, surveyor of Grant Coun 
ty and farmer of l\-1erry Green Township. Among 
the vrominent men of this county the name of 
,Yilliam D. McDonald should not be omitted. He 
was born in Calhoun County, Miss., January 30, 
1H54, and is the 80n of John :McDonald, of South 
Carolina nativity, who was born in Newberry Dis
trict in 181..t., Temaining there until eighteen years 
old when he went to Alabama and th81'e married 
1\Iiss Ann Hannah, a native of that State. After 
their marriage they resided in Alabama for some 
years, then moved to Missisbippi and after a resi 
dence of SE'venteen years went to Arkanf'as, taking 
up their abode where hE' now resides. He has 
served as justice of the peace for two or more 
terms and bas also been a member of the school 
board for a number of years. \Y. D. McDonald 
came to this State and county with his parents 
when quite a young child and recei\ed a good edn t 
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cation in the district schoolR awl afterward at the 
Sheridan High School. That he improved all the 
opportunities offered him is shown by his career 
since then. He commenced teaching in ] R7G and 
continued to do so for a number of years; but still 
Dot satisfied with his qualifications he attended the 
Sheridan school for two years. In 1giS be is 
found in the "Old Star StatA" (Texa8) where he 
taught for two years, hut though he was devoted to 
his school and the advancement of his pupils, hp 
still found time to Lecome interested and attracted 
by one Miss Nancy Sanders, a native of Grant 
County. Mr. McDonald was bpreft of his wife in 
1880, who left four children. After her death he 
returned to Arkansas and in 1883 married his pres 
ent wife, a charming widow, Mrs. Emily V. sua 
duth (nee Rushing), a daughter of Rev. J. Rm,hing. 
They settled on the farm where his wife had pre 
viously resided. Of this happy marriage three 
children have been horn. Mr. McDonald was 
elected justice of the peace berore he moved to 
Texas and served one term to the entire satisfaction 
of the community. On his return from Tpxas he 
was elected surveyor of the county. JUl'. McDon
ald and his estimable wife are members of the 
Baptist Church to which they give their valuable 
and substantial support, as do they in all enter
prises worthy of assistance, ·Mr. McDonald is a 
member of the Agl'icultural ~Wheel. 

John Messenger, retil'ed merchant of Pratts
ville, was born in the State of Alabama, :l\larch 31, 
)1)23, his father, Ralph Messenger, being a natve 
of the old Nutmeg StatEl (Connecticut), and com 
ing south when a young man, settling and marry 
ing in Alabama. His wife was Charlotte Mont 
gomery, a native of the latter State. In] 825 they 
moved to Nashville, where :1\11'. Messenger engaged 
in the mercantile business until his death, about 
1838. Soon after, ]\'IrA. Messenger retUI'ned to 
Alabama, settling at Florl?nce, where she lived a 
number of years. Her son, John, remained with 
her until he had reached his manhood, when he 
left home and led a wandering life for three or 
four years. When he settled again it was at Ful 
ton, Miss., there engaging in the newspaper busi 
ness, which he followed for nearly ten years, or 

until heing elected a clerk of the vice cliancery 
court. He served three years, wilen the office was 
abolished, after which, adopting the business of 
his father, be remained one year in Fulton. In 
the year ] S60 he moved to Arkansas, and located 
on a farm in what is now Grant County, which he 
wOl'ked for about two years. During the war he 
moved to Arkadelphia, was again engaged in nf>WS 
paper work for about three years, and then in con 
ne-ction with Rev. ,J. E. Cobb, removed the paper 
to Little Rock. Mr. Messenger relinquished his 
portion of the pnLlicatioll, and rf'tnrneJ to his farm 
in Grant County. Several years wen" here passed 
in cultivating the soil and rearing his family. In 
1881 he re engaged in the mercantile bn~iness, but 
after about eight years, he sold out to his son. 
Mr. Messenger was married at Fulton, Mi..,s., in 
] 830, to Esther 'Wood, a native of that State. and 
daughter of James 'Vood. They have reared two 
children: J. L. [whose sketch follows this] and E, 
F. They have lost three in infancy, and J. O. 
:l\lessenger, who died in about 1878) in his twenty
first year. 1\11'. and ]\1rs. Messenger are both act 
iV8 members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

J ailles L. Messenger, of the firm of Messenger 
Brothers, merchants of Prattsville, is a personage 
well known throughout that section of the country. 
and an honored son of an esteemed father. A na 
tive of Mississippi, he was born at Fulton, August 
g, 1835, and when about five years of age, he 
came to this State with his father, John l\Iessen
gf'r, with whom he remained until he reachf'd his 
majority, receiving all the advantages that were to 
be had in the way of schooling at that time, He 
then engaged with the senior :lHessenger in bm,inesg 
in Grant County, in 1880, and a short time after 
bought out his father's inten·st, and the present 
firm was formed. The) have just completed a new 
building at Prattsville, 2Jx()O feet. and curry a 
heavy and complete stock of general merchandise, 
enjoying a business of about $:20,000 annuall). 
1\11'. 'l\lessenger found a worthy companion in the 
p(:'rson of l\1iss Sarah Leet, born and educated in 
Grant Connty, where they were married in 187;). 
They have six attractive chihlren who fill their 
house with sunshine and glee. Their names m'e: 

.., 
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Arkansas Rosa, -Mattie. JOhll 0., Esth8r Lpe, 
Eugene and Ezeki81. Mr. and }\Irs. ME's'S8nger 

an'\ mpmbers of the 1\lethoclist Episcopal Church, 
tlouth, in which the former iE'! Recrptarv. He \Va"! 

also appointed postmaster in PrattsvillE', in 1~~(). 
J. Fletcher IHoore, of whom honorable llIention 

should be made, was horn in Guilford Connty, N. 
0., November 2~), ]82;), and is the Ron of Alpha 
P. and Anna D. (Guinn) 1\1001'e, both nativflS of 
North Oarolina. The Reniar 1\1001'1" was a teacher 
and planter, re;;,idiug in Guilford County np to 
It>3J, when he located in Henry County, Tenn., 
and moved to 1\IiRsissippi in 1~--i-3, settling in 
Chicka....aw County, and afterward in Oalhoun 
County. He died in the Oonfederate bervice, at 
Columbus, Ky., anel his wife survived him until 
1885. dying at Grant County, Ark. Fletcher 
:Moorp grew to maturity in Tennesf:,se, remaining 
with bis father until about twenty four years old. 
In ]853 he mov"d to Arkansas, locating in what 
is DOW Grant County, ane\ on tllf' salle section or 
land where he now resides. That he has made a 
success of farming, is clearly demonstrated by the 
fine condition his place i" now in. He has 300 
acres io ooe tract, and about seventy five under a 
high state of cnltivation. Good stables, f'lhpds, 

etc., and a nice comfortable house, are among the 
conveniences. An excellent orchard of Iwaches and 
apples have shown hy thpir returns what care and 
cultivation can do. Thlr. Moore was first mal'l'ied, 
in Mississippi, J aUllary 30, 18;)0, to JUartha C. 
Clements, a native of Alabama, and a daughter of 
John Olements. In 1'376 she dipd. lpa ving five 
children to the can:. of their father. Two years 
later Mr. 1Uool'£> agRin married. this time 1\11'8. 

:McElroy (nef' Holland), of Independence Connty, 
Ark. Five children have hlesspd this union. Mr. 
and Mrs. 1\1oore are members of thp Methodist 
Epi:;jcopal Church, South, in which he i'-l steward. 
Rp has served fonr consecutive tl"rms as justice of 
his towmlhip, and is also an iufiuputial member of 
the school board. Although MI'. l\1oore has a large 
family of his own, he has reared and educated six 
orpbans, giving them all the advantag('~ that hi<; 
own children received, and whilp he fain would 
hide his good acts rmder a bushel. it would he im

,., 
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possihle to do so, as there are many acts of charity 
amI beoevoll?nce thnt may nevpl' reach the earR of 
the outside world; howbeit t bey arp thoroughly 
apprl"ciated by tho~C' on whom they are confelTPd. 

rrhowas B. Morton \Va'3 horn in Hopkiwwille, 
Ky" on February 22, ] ~--i-3. RiA father, Peter F. 
1\1orlon, at that time a flhoemakE'r, was a native of 
Kentncky, antI hi'3 mother, whose maiden name 
was 1\1a1'ia L.· Allen, was a native of Christian 
County, in the sallie State. They wero marrit'd in 
Hopkinflville on October 31, 1837. The family 
moved to Pine Bluff, Jefferson Oounty, Ark, in the 
spring of 1~50, where the fath!?!' engaged in the 
grocery business, and conducted it with some de 
gree of success until the fall of 1552, when he was 
elected sheriff of his county. He was 1'e elected 
in 1~5J, and died abont the middle of his second 
term, on August 10, 18G5. His widow, Maria L., 
was married to lUI'. R. B. Steele, in Pine Bluff, on 
Febrnary ] 0, 1857. 1\11'. 8te01e died on Jn1y ] 2, 
1861, and Mrs. Stf'ple bag sinee then remained a 
widow. She is now living in the city of Fine Bluff 
with her danghter, Mrs. C. A., wife of Oapt. L. 
P. Drake, and sister of the subject of this f:>ketch. 
To R. B. and 1\1. L. Steele one child waR born, a 

girl, and she died in childhood. To P. F. and 
M. L. Morton nine children were bOln, and the 
only ones now surviving are rrhomas B. Morton 
and the daughter with whom thp moiher is living, 
all the- otheIS baving died in childhood, except 
Samnel A., whose death is mentioned later on in 
tbis sketch. After the family settled in Pine Bluff. 
Thomas B. enjoyed the benefits of snch schools as 
the village afforded until the death of his father, 
which occurrl?d wben thl? boy was twelve years or 
age. Since then a term of two months is the limit 
of his Rchool opportunities. He entered tht> print
ing office of the Pine Bluff American ill the early 
part of the year 1H3G, and l'emained with it and 
its snccessor, the J pfierson EutE:1rpri">e, nnh1 the 
death of the last named paper, in the summer of 
1S38. In the spring of 1"I3H he set in to serve an 
apprenticec,hip of three years at the carpenter's 
trade with G. \V. and 'Y. T. Hawley; but in the 
latter part of the summer of 1861, a short time 

prior to the expiration 01 his term, he engaged to t 
~F 
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enlist in the Southern army, in what was afterward 
J olm 1\1. Bradley's regiment. By the consent of 
his employers, this terminatea his apprenticeship. 
Before he was mustered into service his step father 
died. and he cancellet1 the engag()ment that he 
mig.ht remain at home with his mother. His 
brother, Samuel. in the spring of 1",G 1. enli"tel1 in 
the State service for one year, ~with the J 8ff'erson 
Guards. In the spring of 1802, believing that 
Sam would soon return, he enlisted in the South
ern army, in Capt. Read Fletcher's company. In 
this belief he was mistaken, for at the expiration 
of his term, Sam enlisted for three years, or dur
ing the war, in the Confflderate service, and was 
killed at the battle of Shiloh. Thomas B. 1'e 
mained in the service but four months, during 
which time he was in no engagements. Upon being 
di"charged on accounL of ill health, he returned 
to his horne in Pine Bluff, where he remained un 
til the occupation of that place by the Federals, in 
J 86-i. To a yoid taking the oath of allegiance re
quired by the Federal authorities, he then went 
outside of the lines, and lived in the home of his 
aunt. Mrs. Jane Harding, until the snmmer of 
1865, when he went back il1 the lines and engaged 
in the occupation of clerking until the close of the 
war, part of the time with a sutler in an Illinois 
Federal regiment. In 18R6 he became joint owner 
with )11'. J. L. Bowers of the office of the Pine 
Bluff Dispatch, and for some time assisted in the 
publication of that paper. He then entered the 
law office of lUr. H. R. ,Yithers in the spring of 
180",: was admitted to the bar in the latter part of 
that year. and moved to Grant County, Ark.. on 
July 29, 1'ioH, where be has continued to reside. 
mostly, as now, in Sheridan. the county seat. The 
Jaw not affording sufficient inl'ome, in the fall of 
1q71 he engaged in the mercantile business with 
~Ir. Francis Posey, and bought the entire business 
in the latter part of the year 18/,;i. In 1",74: the 
protib of a former successful bu~inpss were largely 
scattered among a farming people: and, in conse 
quence of an almost unprecedented drought, they 
wpre aftenvard gathered tog8ther c;o slowly as to 
be a\'ailable onl.\" for the support of his family. He 
then resumed thc practice of law. hut was elected, 

in September, 1876, to represent his county in the 
lower house of the General Assembly. In 1877 
he again engaged in the mercantile business, this 
time with Daniel Johnson, and went from that 
business into the circuit clerk's office, as deputy, 
in the winter of IH7IJ; was plected clerk of the circuit 
court in September, 188n, ill September, It;",2, 
and again in September, 188-i. He did not stand 
for re election in 18'36, but entered the mercantile 
firm of Bales, l\Iorton & \Y ilson, and began Lusi 
ness in November, 1'S86, which continned until 
November, 18b8. In September, 1~8b, he was 
elected to the State ~enate from the Ninth district, 
which embraces the counties of Grant, Hot Spring 
and Saline. His term is four yean:. Having served 
at the session of 1 ~8\J, he will aho be a member of 
the senate of 1891. Mr. :l\Iorton was happily mar
ried to Miss :l\lartha E., daughter of Francis and 
Lurinda Pose~-, on January 25, 18/'2, the issue of 
this union being nine children, the oldest of whom, 
a girl sixteen years of age, is now in attendance at 
the l\Iillersburg Female College, at I\lillersburg, 
Ky. JUI'. I\Iorton is fond of English literature, and 
bas some local reputation as a writer. The pro 
ductions of his pen have appt'ared in the Arkansas 
Gazette. Arkansas Democrat. Pine Bluff Commer 
cial and Pine Bluff Press Eagle. He says that he 
has frequently tried to get into the charmed cil'cle 
of the great ,magazines, hut so far without success. 
He is hopeful that he may yet succeed in making 
a pel'lllanent contribution to American poetry. In 
the Christian religion he is a firm belieyer, and is 
an active member of the lUethodist Episcopal 
Church, South. In Masonry, he has successively 
taken the BIlle Lodge. Chapter and Council de
grees and has been secretary, Senior 'Yarden and 
"-orshipful Master of his lodge. 

J ailles 1\1. NaIl. One of the prominent men of 
lUerry Green Township is James ~1. ~all, who 
was born in Saline (afterward Grant) County, 
AI'k., April 1n, 1'i3-i, and is the son of Capt. N a 
than and Elizabeth (Shepherd) Nall, natives of 
Alabama and Arkansas. respectively. nIl's. NaIl 
was the daughter of Isaac Shepherd. one of the 
pionpers of this county. Nathan:Nall first came 
to Arkansas when a young man ahont the year 
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18~)O, but rE'>mainE'd only a short time, as his in
terests were centered at tha.t time in Alabama. 
After hi'l marriage, in 1852, be retnrned to this 
State and located in what is now Grant Connty, 
in DeKalb Township, and two years later moved 
tbree miles wpst of Sheridan, wh8l"1? hE'> improved 
a farm and nmred his family. HE' served some 
three years in tlu' Confederate army, and was cap 
tain of a company. After thE'> war he rf"tnrned to 
his home and family and continued farming nutil 
his death, in 1889. Of a family of six children, 
three boys and three girlb, all married and having 
families of their own, J. 1\1. is the oldest Bon. He 
remaineu with his father until his marriage, which 
occurred in December, 1873, when he was twenty 
years of age, to Miss Julia J. McDonald. She was 
a native or Missis~ippi, but was educated in Arkan
sas. After his union Mr. NaIl located on a farm 
adjoining his father's, and a shurt time later 
moved to the place where he now residE'S. Al
though there are many fille estates in tbe sur
rounding country, that of .Mr. NaIl is by no means 
an inferior one. He has eighty acres highly cul
tivated and twenty five acres of excellent pafltur 
age. In connection with this he also owns 120 
acres of heavy timber land. A comfortable house 
and good barn and other buildings, all in good con 
dition give evidpnre that the" Lord of the 1\lanor" 
is a wide-awake and industrions man. To Mr. and 
1\11's. Nall haye been boro six children: Ida Bene 
(a young lady), Estella, Elizabf'th, Leona, Mary 
Iler and Jane NaIl. Mrs. NaIl and her oldest 
daughter are members of the Baptist Church. 

Rev. James S. Nicholson ha"l bepn actively oc 
cupied in preaching the Gospel wlth the earnpst 
ness and sincerity which have redounded to his 
own good and to the honor and glory of his Mas
tel'. He is a well-known minister of the Method 
ist Episcopal Church and bplongs to the Little 
Rock Conference. Born in Mississippi, in ] 852, 
in what i9 now ca1l8d Alcorn Oonnty, he is the son 
of Rev. A. Nicholson, a native of Alahama, who 
was a local preacher for several years before and 
after b18 marriage to MiRH Caroline Herring, also 
of that 8tate. Hi!'l long and faithful life was end 
ed in Prairie County, Ark.; in 198f3, and his RPlf

sacrificing work for the chur('h resulted in many 
couvertI', who will shine aR gemR in his crown. J. 
S. Nichobon, th8 ~ubject of this sketch, joined 
the church when quite a young ma.n and at an 
early date evinced a deflin~ to follow his father' 8 

calling. Tn Sept~nnhel', 1873, he waR licensed to 
preacb. and admittpd to the ministry in 1C,78, and 
in the raIl of 1R~1, camp to Arkanefts, joining thiR 
conference in the fall of the salDe yeaI'. He has 
had charge of several churches anrmally and haR 
resided in Sheriuan siGce June, his lahors extf'nd
ing during this timE' over congregations ill Prai
rip. Clark. Garland, Montgomery, ~alinp, as well as 
Grant Counties. July 2, 11:S7-1, he married Mary 
H. Patton, a native or 1Uissis<:;ippi. lUI'. and Mrs. 
Nicholson have four children livjng and have lost 
one, He is a member of the Masonic fraternity. 

Joseph \V. Paxton, who was born in Missis
sippi j October 28, 18JO, is the son of J. VI. Pax
ton, originally from Alabama, and who married 
Miss Isabella Simona", a native of Mi~sissippi. 

J oBeph W. moved to Arkansas in 1S58, where he 
now resides. During the war he enlisted in the 
~8coud Arkansas Infantry in 1862, participating 
in the fight at IHurfreesboro, Liberty Gap, Ohicka 
mauga and Missionary Ridge: and at Lookout 
Mountain received a severe fie"lh wound in the 
shoulder from a gunshot. He also took an active 
part in numerous other battles and remained in 
the Confederate service till the close of the war. 
In the Rpring of ] 865, coming home on a furlough, 
Mr. Paxton was captured and held a prisoner at 
Little Rock until peace was restored. On Decem 
her 27, 1867, he took unto hiwst'lf a companion 
in the person of Virginia Hansp, of Texas birth, 
and a danghter of ,\Yilliam Hanc.;t'. Mr. Paxton 
located near his If\ther's place and on his present 
farm in the fall of 18~1. He has cunsiderable 
timber land, seventy-five a('r\;'~ of it being cleul'(Cld 
and improved and under a high state of cultiva 
tion, all the result of his own industry and enter
prii'le. A new frame h011<:;e, good stables and Deces 
sary buildings indicate that thrift and prosper
ity abound. Seven children glaL1den the bpartq 
of their parentR: ,Yilliaw J., He'ury 0., G. L., 
Benton, T. D., Edgar 'Y. Hnd Mary J. C. Mr. t 
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and lUI's. Paxton belong to the Missionary Baptist 
Church and the school board recognizes in him an 
in:l1uential and interested member. ,rilliam E. Poe, farmer, merehant and post~ 
master and a resident vf DeKalb Township, was 
born July 21; 1853, and is the son of .JuugP ,Yo 
1'. and Sarah E. (Reynolds) POP, both natives of 
Alabama. J ndge Poe reside<l in Alabama until 
1850,' whpn he moved to Arkansas and settled ou 
the place where his son DOW resides. He started 
a ston=) here about l8f3..!, and established a post
office and served a<:; postmaster until his death in 
1884. His wife died when \Villiam was an infant. 
He was married three times, his first wife being 
the mother of \\' illiam E. Judge Poe served as 
county jnuge both of Saline and Grant Connties 
after the division of the territory, and also held 
other official offices, discharging his trusts in a 
capable manner. \Yilliam E. received an excel 
lent education in the common schools. and was 
afterward sent to the nniversity at Fa) etteville. 
After completing his literary learning he returned 
home and remained with his father until his mal' 
riage. whi('h occurred December 27, 1876, to Miss 
Sarah E. Holiman. a daughtel' of J oshna Holiman 
(whose sketch appears elsewhere in this volume). 
After this event Mr. Poe located on the same tract 
of land on which he now resides, and has been 
carrying on fanning quite extensively since that 
time. One might think that his farming opera~ 
tions would occupy all' his time and attention, but 
he succeeded his father ab postmaster at Belfast, 
and has held that office to the entire satisfaction of 
the community. Mr. Poe engaged in the mercall~ 
tile businl:'ss in 158-1:, and that hI:' has made a suc 
cess of it in every way is evinced by the large and 
substantial trade he has estahlished. The connec 
tioll of the name of J udgf' Poe with any business 
transaction is a guarantee of perfl:'ct satisfaction to 
all cOIlcerned. He was elected justice of the peace 
of DeKalh Township, Grant County, in 1S8·i, was 
re elected in 18S(), and again in ] r;., '-l8. 1\11'. and 
Mrs. Poe have six children: JUinnie Lee. Dora, 
Samuel A., Alma, ",Yalter and Mellie. They are 
n1€'mbers of the Baptist Church, and ]Ur. Poe 19 a 
1\1aster Mason, in which o1'ller he is J nnior ",Varden. 

Francis Posey, son of Samupl and Ruth Posey, 
both nativeR of South Carolina, was born in Edge
field District of that State. on December ~2, 1~2..!. 

The family moved to Louisiana, in ] 828, and 10 
cated in Natchitoches Parish, where tbey remained 
for about ten years. In 183£1 they went to East 
Oarroll Parish, La., whel'e, in 18-1-0, thf' father 
was drowned in the Mississippi River. In 1841 
bis wiuowed mother and her children, .Joshua ]U., 
FranciR, Elizabeth A. and Ellen Posey, located in 
the territory tben embraced. in Saline (but now 
in Grant) County, in the State of Arkansas. After 
coming to this State, the mother married Edward. 
Oalvert, who died in 1865. From that time until 
her death, which occurred on l\lalch 10, 1870, she 
lived with the subject of this sketch. 1\11'. Francis 
Posey married 1\liss Frances J. Ratcliff, a native 
of MissisRippi, November 28, 1844. She died on 
November 8, 184-5. In January, 1848, he mar
ried Sarah L., daughter of John 'Yorthen, with 
whom he is now living. They have reared a family 
of nine children, whose names are: Francis R., 
Josephine ("'ife of James B. 1\loore), l\Iartha E. 
(wife of T. B. Morton, whose llame appears else~ 

where in this work), Ruth (wife of J. T. ",Yebb), 
Joshua 1\II., S. H. T., Sarah L. (widow of F. E. 
Johnson), Ella (wifE' of 'V. C. C. Dorough, the 
present sheriff of Grant County) and William A. 
[Sketches of J 08hua 1\1. Posey and ",Y. C. C. Dol' 
ough also appear in this work.] Mrs. Posey i"l 
originally from Lafayette County, Tenn. When 
Mr. Posey came to Arkansas, he was a boy seven 
teen years of age. Having been bl'ought up to 
agricultural pnrsuits, he chose farming as his oc 
cupation, and followed it successfnll) until the 
winter of 1809, when he began the first mercantile 
business ever conducted in Sheridan (at that time 
the newly located county seat of the new county of 
Grant), taking in with him T. B. l\Iorton as a part
ner. In 187] he sold out to Mr. l\Iorton, who had 
in the meantime become his son in law, and again 
devoted himself exclusively to hif, farm, which was 
located Rix miles west of Sheridan, and on which 
he had continned to l'eside, while doing business 
in that town. He left his farm in 1CS'-l..!. moving 
to Sheridan, where he has Mince ('outillued to re~ t 
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side. 1\lr. Posey is onA of the early pioneers of the 
county. Coming here forty eight years bl'foI'e the 
creation of the connty, when the territory of which 
it is composed was sparsely spttled. when public 
highways were almost unknown, and when schools 
and churchpR were E'xtremply scarCE" he has lived 
to see the country largely populated, checlwred 
with public thoroughfares, dotted wiLh common 
schoolhouses, and abounding with church houses 
accessible to its entire people. During this event 
ful time he has taken a lively interest in public 
mattE'TS. To him is largely due the passage of 
the act creating the county of Grant. He and his 
wife are both members of the Baptist Church. Hp 
is a Master Mason of thirty nine years' standing, 
having been made such at Pine Bluff~ Ark., in 1850. 

Joshua M. Posey is the worthy son of Francis 
Posey, wbose sketch immediately precedes this, and 
was born December 17, 1854. He paRsed a por
tioh of hiR young life on the farm, but not finding 
it congpnial to his natural ambition, he left the 
farm and in 1 S77 engaged in the mprcantile husi 
ness with a partner for two years. Being for the 
most part a self educated man, he deserves credit 
for thf' energy, perseverance and economy, which 
have placed him among the best business men of 
the county. In 1874 hp embarked in business 
alone, and has been actively engaged in the same 
up to the present time. In] 879 he was appointed 
postmaster and tilled the office with credit for ten 
years. The same year he was man-ied to Rosanna 
8. Burt, a native of Union Oounty, this State. 
She died on Fehruary ] 7, 1~8H, leaving a family 
of two daughters and three ~ons: Martha L, Posey 
(born April 2fJ, ] ~81), Georgia Azalea Posey (born 
February 27, lRSH), Jabez Clifton Posey (born 
October ]4, 1884), Edgar Arthur Posey (born Oc· 
tober), 1886) and Thomas U. Posey (born Octoher 
17, 1 '388). Mr. Posey is now one of the leading 
merchants in Hheridan. and carries a large stock of 

general merchandise. 
Uriah 'Y. Poss' connection with the commercial 

interests of Grant County has proven of advant· 
age to himpelf and the citizens hereabouts. He 

j 
waR born in 1Uadibon County, Ga., on J\lay 10, 
lh;)O, and is the son of Elijah and Catherine (Black) 

ARKANSAS. 

Poss, also natives of that county. In] 865 the 
family moved to Williamson County, Tenn., and 
four years later to Gibson Oonnty, coming, in 
187..J:, to ArkansaR, and Rettling in J efferRon Coun 
ty, moving thence one year lutf'r to Grant County. 
Here the father dit:'d. in 18'-1;3, [1t the agp of sixty 
five yeanl. His wife survives him, living with her 
children, at the age of sixty thrpe. He and wife 
were members of the Missionary Bapti~t Church. 
He was a Dplllocrat, and RervE'd six months in the 
Confederate army, in the last years of the war, 
participating in several battlt's in South Carolina. 
He was a farmer all his life, accumulating consiu 
erable money, but lO"it mO"it of it by his readiness 
to go security. He was of French descent j his 
grandfather coming from France and settling in 
Georgia. A family of ten chjldren wa"! born to 
Elijah Poss, seven now living: Henry B. and Ben
jamin B. (farmers of this county), Mary L. (wife of 
VV. B. Hale, farmer of this county), Sarah E. (wife 
of J. I..lee Harrington, farmer of this county), 
Laura B. (wife of W. A. Lites, farmer of this 
county) and Uriah W. (who was the third child). 
He received his education in Georgia, and vVill· 
iarnson County, (renn., and when twenty years of 
age went into the livery business, at Union City, 
Tenn., where he continueu for one year. He then 
joined the family in Gih.,on County. farming for 
himself one year, Comiug thf>nce to Arkansas, he 
located in Grant County, turned his attention to 
his former occupation. and rented land for three 
Yf>ars, then purchasing a tract of 120 acres. After 
selling and buying at several different timE'S, he 
finally became the owner of the Ellis farm, con· 
taining 160 acres. In 18~5 be went into the iller 
cantile business, at Grapevine, and has contin 
ued in it up to the present time, in ('onnection 
with farming. He was 81ectecl justice of the peace 
in 1.,82, holding tLe office for four years; and was 
elected in 18bB school director, holding that posi 
tion for some time. For the past three years he 
has acted as deputy postmaster. He began life 
with no means. giving his fatllel' the first money 
he earned, and his preRent prosperity is due solely 

to his Imsines,,> ahility and inllufltry, he having t 
beon vory successful. August ]5,1872, Mr. ~F 

~~~r-~-
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was married to Mary E. HE'rrington, daughter of 
Hardy H. Herrington. She was horn in Thfi~sis 

sippi, on September 20, ] 850. By this marriage 
there were four chiluren, all llOW living: Alvarado 
( at home), Oharles W OOdSOll, O~car G. aIlLI Grover 
E. Mr. and Mrs. Pass are both memhers of the 
Missionary Baptist Ohurch, he offieiating a~ <leacon. 
He is a member of the Masonic O1"(;er and thp Dem
ocratiC' party. At all times he is fC:nmd on the ~ic1p 
of educational and religious matters, ever auvocat 
ing whatever improves the condition of the locality. 

Seaborn D. Reese, ex sheriff and farmer of 
Mprry Green Township, is well known to the resi 
dents of this township and, perhaps, no one enjoys 
a better or more favorable acquaintance. He was 
born in vYilkinson County, Ga., on July 22, 1~~1, 
and is the son of Aaron and OLarity (Delk) Reese, 
nativE'S of Georgia, who were mar:rieu there. Mr. 
Reese was a planter. His grandfather was a mer 
chant and clerk of court for years. The former 
died about 1827, and his wife a number of years 
before. The subject of thi'3 sketch, being left an 
orphan when quite young, was adopted by an 
uncle, Seaborn Delk, and remained with him until 
his death, which occurred when Seaborn Reese was 
a youth. He married in his native State, and was 
engaged in ~Wilkinson Oounty as a vlanter for a 
number of years, moviug in U309 to Arkansas and 
taking up his residence in the neighborhood of 
Sheridan, in what is now Grant County. He pur 
chas€>d a large farm, cleared and implOved it, and 
has bonght from time to time until he now owns 
2,000 acres of fine timbered land. When the war 
broke out he entered the Confederate service in 
the Eleventh Arkansaf> Cavalry, and remained till 
the cloF.e of the war, pm ticipating in a number of 
skirmishes but in no general engagement. The 
people of Grant Oounty realizing his ability, aUll 
knowing what waR to their interest, maue him 
justice of the peace before the war, and in l87-i 
elected bim sheriff, he filling that office four terms. 
He has been engaged in the real estate hu~iness 
for some years, with encouraging SUl'CeS8. There 
are ")eVE'n children in his family. four sons and 
three danghters, all married but one, the youngest. 
Mr. and Mrs. ReeflE' are lllt'mbers of the :lUethodist 

Episcopal Ohurch, in which the former is steward. 
He is a member of the Masonic lodge. Grant 
County is fortunate in having such men as JUl'. 
Reese for its citizens, as it is such as he WilO aid in 
transforming tllf' villages into prosperous towns 
and (lities, anu the country at large into thriving 
communities. 

William H. Heid, one of Grant Count)' s prom 
inent citizens, was born in Caswell Oounty, N. c., 
May 21, 1t-s-i-1, his parents being ThomaR J. and 
Fanny L. (Edwards) Reid. The father was also 
born in Caswell Uounty, and is of English uf-'scent; 
his wife's birth occurring in Person Oounty, of 
Scotch parentage. He died at Tulip, on June 11, 
] SliO, but Mrs. Ueid is still living, with her son, Dr. 
Thomas Reid, of Ohicago. Hi" parent") were mar 
1'ied in North Oarolina. February 5, Hm:). and lived 
there until ] 85-1, coming thence to Tulip, Dallas 
County, Ark., wbicb was their home until dea;th 
ReparatE'd them. BeforE' coming to this State. l\Ir. 
Heid held the office of justice of the peace for st'v 
era) years, but after locating here, aspired to no 
official prominence. During his life he followed 
planting exclusively, owning at one time large 
tracts of valuable land. Both he and his wife were 
well educated, he instructing himself, and she re
ceiving a collegiate education, at Salem, N. O. 
Their older children received the same advantage. 
Dr. T. J. Reid, the oldest son, obtained his medi
cal learning at Philadelphia and Richmond, Va., 
and in 1151)1 joinerl the Twelfth AI'kansas Confed 
erate Infantry, becoming it'3 colonel. There werE' 
born to the marriage of the elder Thomas Reid 
and wife, a family of twelve children, the follow
ing of whom survive: Mariah C. (wife of John A. 
Baird, farmer of Person Oounty, N. 0.), Margaret 
K. (widow of -E. \Y. Gantt, who was a leading 
attorney of this State), Thomas J. (leading physi 
cian of Chicago), vVilliam H. (the principal in this 
sketch), James 1. (farmer of Grant County). Oora 
(wife of George H. Sanders, an attorney of Little 
Hock, Ark.) and Alice E. (wife of J. J. Robertson, 
of l\Ialvern, Ark.) \Y illiam was pUl"i"uing his stud
ies under the tutorship of W[r. ,Yo D. Leiper, at 
Tnlir, when thE' first gnn of the late war was fired. 
Dropping all his books, in June, ] S()l, he cast his 
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lot with thE' Confedmacy, and joined Company I, 
of the Third Arkansas Infantry. At the close of 
the first year he became identified with the regi
ment commanui'\(} by his brother, soon rising to 
the rank of first lieutenant, and s8rved bravely 
until taken prisoner at Port Hudson. He was 
confinpd at J ohllsun' s Island nearly two years, 
when he was taken to Fort Delaware, and pardoned 
by President Johnson, through the inliuE'nce of E. 
\Y. Gantt. 'VhiIE' in service he participated in 
many battleR, among them being Greenbrier River 
and Capon's Bridge, W. Va., and the Riege of 
Port Hulison. When the war closed he returneli 
homE', and directed his attention to farming. For 
awhile he Rtndied law, under his brother-in law, 
E. 'Y. Gantt, but never applied for admission to 
the bar, though be acted as secretary to Mr. Gantt 
in helping him prppare his digest. Mr. Reid has 
also taught school to some extent. While living 
in Dallas County, in 1874-, he served his county as 
assessor. In February, 1879, he moved to his 
present location, where he now owns a farm, well 
improved and stocked, also being the possessor of 
a good farm below Little Rock, on the Arkansas 
River. On 1\Iay 1, 1872, Mr. Reid mauied Alice 
Beckham, daughter of George and Elizabeth Beck 
ham, of Little Rock. The fruit of this marriage 
was a family of fivf> children, all living: Gantt, 
Thomas J., ,YilJiam D., Mand and Alice. J.\IIrs. 
Reili i'3 a member of the Metholiist Episcopal 
Ohurch, while her husband is a bE'liever in the 
principleR of Democracy. 

j 

James J. Reid. like hiR brother, also first saw 
the light of day ill Ca">well Gounty, N. C., his birth 
occuring May 2-!-, 184:7. one of the twelve children 
born to Thomas J'. and Fannie L. (Edwards) Reid, 
natives of North Oarolina. lReference to these 
worthy people is made in the sketch immediately 
preceding tbis. ] All the children were given as 
good an education as could be obtained in North 
Oarolina. J arues J. received a portion of his school 
ing in Dallas County, Ark., but the war interfered 
with his obtaining all the instruction desired. Dur 
ing the latter part of the strife hE' was with his 
brother, 001. J. T. Reid, in Texas, being in that 
Htate at the close of hostilities. After coming back 

to this county he directed hi'3 attention to agricult 
ural pursuits, anu has continued in this line of in
dustry up to the present day. When starting for 
him'3elf lUI'. Reid was witbout means, the war hav
ing sel'iously aifecte(l his people, financially. By 
inuu'>try and perseverancE', however, he has now a 
fine farm. well improvec1. On Dpcelllber'IH, ]879, 
he was married to ~allie, c1aL1ghtel' of :Maj. Lee, 
of Dallas, where she was born in 180H. By this 
marriage there were three chilllren: Lulu, James 
K. and 'William A. :1\I1'. Reid i~ politically a 
IDember of the Democratic party, and a friend of 
all public improvements. 

Benjamin E. Reynolds, a farmer of prominent ~ 

acquaintance in DeKalb ':rownRhip, was horn in 
Tuscaloosa Oounty, Ala., January 7, 184:8, being a 
son of Benjamin and Sarah (Pall) Reynolus, both 
llatives of Alabama, the former of whom died 
there about 1850. Subsequently Mrs. Reynolds 
moved to Arkansas with her l,eople, in 1851, and 
married again, residing in what is now Grant 
Uounty, where she remained until her death, in 
1861. Our subject lived with his mother until 
her demise, and then made his home with a broth 
er· in law until his twenty second year. There 
were three cbildren in the family, but onE' brother 
died in the army. 1\1r. Reynolds was married in 
1870, to Mary M. Holiman, a charming young 
lady, and daughter of the Hon. Warren Holiman, 
one of Grant Oounty's pioneers. After this 
event, he located on a new farm, and cleared and 
greatly improved it. Since that time he has 
cleared two other farms. In the fall of 1';77 he 
moved to his presE'nt home, and his dpsire to bave 
a fine place has been WE'll fulfilled, for it would be 
a (lifficlllt task to find Olle in any better condition. 
He has built a comfortable double log and frame 
house and stables, sheds, etc. Of the 160 acres of 
land, about sev0nty are under cultivation, the bal
ance of the land being tim bel'. A good bearing 
orchard of apples and peaches yields magnificent 
crops, and in fact the whole farm betokens thrift 
and good management. 1\l[r. and Mrs. Reynolds 
are tbe parents of six interesting child~'en: Susan 

A. (wiTe of George yr. Roberts), Barbara Jane, t 
Millie Ann, Sarah Etter, Benjamin K. and OOlTah 

r 
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Alice. In the midst of an agreeable allu hospitable 
family, Mr. Reynolds enjoys the confidence of the 
entire community, a confidence which is not mis 
placed. Himself and wife are members of the 
Liberty Baptist Church. 

Richal'ds R. Rhodes, of Ualvf'rt Towu..,hip, 
Grant County, was born neal' Wh(,H? he now lives, 
August 0, 11553. He is the son of Bichanl C. and 
Susan RUHsell (Davis) Rhodes, natives of Robe 
son Couuty, N. C. The father was Darn in H:lOl, 
and tlied in Grant County, Ark., March 1-1, ISo7. 
His wjie was born April 2--!:, J831. He was highly 
educated (being a graduate of an East81'n medical 
college) and practiced medicine in North Carolina, 
but after coming to Arkansas turned his attpntion 
to farming, meeting with good success. In his na 
ti ve county he served as clerk and master of court 
of equity for four years, being a member of the 
Democratic party. His father was Jacob Rhodes, 
a surveyor of note in Ncrth Carolina, and also a: 
soldier in the ,Yal' of 18] 2. . Mrs. Susan Rhodes 
is the daughter of Absalom Davis, of North Caro
lina origin. Absalom Davis was a fal'mer, and for 
eight years served as clel'k of Robesoll County, 

j 

N. C. He waR born in 1800, and died in Alabama 
in 18GG. 1\l1's. Hhodes was born in Robeson 
County, N. C., April 24, 1S31, and was married to 
Dr. Rhodes DecembE.'r 0, 18-!~. Away back, the 
Rhodes and Davis familieb were prominent people, 
the Rhod8H being generally profeRsional men. 
Both families were noted for longevity. To the 
marriage of Richard and Susan Rhodes were born 
nine children, five of whom are living: James C. 
(a millister of the Methodist Episcopal Church at 
Alexander), R. R. (our subject), S. H. (a farmer of 
Clark County, Ark), Susan R. (wifp of R. E. Car 
VPl", of Texas) and Jessp B. (a farmer of Grant 
County.) Those elpceased arE.' Jacob, Mrs. Mary E. 
Harter, Annie and Francis. Richard R. Rhodes 
received his education at home, his mother being 
his teacher, and from his fourteenth year (at the 
death of his fathel) to his twenty-fourth year he 
managed and a%isted to cultivate the home place. 
At the latter age he bega? to farm for himself. 
November 28, 1877, he was married to Martha J. 
Brandon, daughter of Dr. 'Y. F. Brandon, of Cal 

honn U0unty, Ark. By this marriage there were 
six children, three living: Mary I., Hichard C. and 
an infant Ron; those deceased arE' J amE.'fl F., Mar
tha A. and an infant. Mrs. Rhodes is a member of 
the l\'fethodiflt Episcopal Church, while her hus
band, like thp most of his countrymen, is a Demo . 
crat. He has recputly el'ectpd on his place a gin 
aHd a mill , which he will operate. t3ince his boy
hood days he has worked at the carpenter's trade, 
amI he has heen very prosperous in all undertak 
ings, a result duE' largely to his energy. He has 
lived on his present place for the past twelve 
years, his mother making her home with him. 

J obn Shell, one of the oldest and most promi 
nent citizens of Grant County, was born in Jack 
son County, Ala., November 8, 1822, to the union 
of Adam and Mary Ann (Gross) Shell. natives of 
Eastern Tennessee, both dying in ,T eff'erson County, 
Ark. The father was born February 7, 1799, and 
died in 1863; his wife' 8 birth occurring about 
1805, she dying in her sixty-fifth year. They were 
married in Jackson County, Ala., making that 
their home until 1850, wlwn they carne to Arkan 
sas, and settled in this neighborhood. 1\11'. Shf'll 
began farming, in connection with tanning, and 
afterward continued it. He was a successful 
farmer. though he spent a great deal of mone-y. 
Both he and his wife were members of the Cum
Le-l'land Presbyterian Church, he- being ruling elder 
for many YE>ars. He was of German descE>nt, and 
believed in the principles of Democracy. Through 
his marriage to Mis!'; GI'OSS he hecame the father of 
fh e children. Two, J obn (our subject, who was 
the oldet-.t) and Elizabeth Chadick (a resident of 
Jefferson County, this State) are among the living. 
John Shell received his education in Jackson 
County, Ala., and at the age of twenty aIle began 
to farm for himself. He remained in Alabama 
until ] 830. when he came to Arkansas, locating 
on a farm, near where he now lives. At the 
beginning his means were ve!') limited, but by 
industry and good management, he now has a fine 
farm of ~60 acres, baving divided much among his 
children. He was instrumental in the establish
ment of the Brooks postoffice after the war. and 
has served ten years as postmastE>l'. He has also 
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been justice of the peace SOllie time. On Novem 
beL' ~t), 184-7, he was married to JUargar~t Ben 
son, of Jackson County, Ala., a native of Sevipr 
County, Tenn., born on September 18, 18~(). By 
this marriage there were nine children, all living: 
]Hary J. (at home), James A. (an 8xtem;ive ranner 
of Grant Count~), Ben F. (fanner), J olm ]\1. 

(farmer), J. L. Ross and Sterling L. (farmen·;, 
of Grant Oounty), Anna, Louisa and Solomon A. 
(at home.) Mr. Shell aw1 wife are members of 
the Cumberland Presbyterian Clnuch, he, for 
fifty-one years, having officiated as ruling elder 
(since his seventeenth year). He is a Mason, and 
a member of the Democratic party. Stoutly sup
porting all benevn]ent and public entel prises, he is 
one of Grant Connty' s mo~t energetic citizens. 

James A. Bhell, an exten~ive farmer and busi
ness factor of Madison Township, Grant Oounty, 
Ark., was born in that neighborhood August 11, 
Ib33, the son of John and Margaret (Benson) 
8hell. He l'emainecl at bome till twenty.six years 
of age. managing hifo' father's farm as soon as com 
petent, and upon leaving home took up his resi
dence where he now lives. He owns ],230 acres 
of as good land a~ can be found in Grant Oounty, 
this vast accumulation being the result of bard 
work and able management. From 1882 to Ib86 
he served.. his township as notary public, has been 
RchooI director for tpn years, and since ] 878 has 
acted as pension attorney, performing in addition 
to pension business, other Government affairs. He 
received a VeI'y liberal ed..ucation in Grant Oounty, 
and has taught school to some extent. June 1G, 
1 'flU, Mr. Shell was mauied to Barah L. J obnf,on, 
daughter of Dan-iel and Elizabeth Johnson, who 
was born in thi~ county November 22, 18131.. By 
this marriage there were two children: John D. 
and '"\Villie J. 1\11'. and Mrs. Shell are active mem 
bers of the Cumberland Presbyterian Ohurch, he 
being ruling elder. He votes the Democratic 
ticket, anu is one of the county's most enterpris
ing and respected citizens. All educational and 
religious matters pertaining to the elevation of the 
church and State receive the warmest support at 
the hauus of 1\1r, Shell. In addition to the illter
ests mentionec1 he is a l'eal estate agent and gen 
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eral surveyur, and is alAo eng~god in the timber 
business, having sold over h,O(lO pipe staves. The 
rafting business also occupies his attelltion. he 
r-,hipping cypress and other timber. He buys and 
sells for others a~ agent, ancl (.>xamilles aIHl locates 

land". 
Mich:wl N. Sh8pherd was horn in Fayette 

Oount), Ala., March 2~, 1~2~. and is thp son of 
Isaac and 1\fartha (Pue) Shephel'cl, hoth natives of 
North Oarolina. rfhe former upon moving to Ala 
bama settled in Fayette County, and subseq llently 
came to Arkansas in 1R52, locating in what is now 
Grant Oounty, where he remaineu until his death 
in December, 188-4-, at the age of eighty· four. 
His estimable wife had been called to her final 
home foudeen years p]'eyiou~. 1\11'. Shepherd 
served as county surveyor, justice of the peace in 
Alabama one term, and also postmaster for some 
years in Arkansas. His death was mourned by 
the entire community, for it was realized that one 
of the best and most enterprising citizeIlt> had 
been lost. M. N. Shepherd grew to manhoon in 
Fayette Connty, and was })orn ancI reared on the 
same plantation. He was lllarripu in 1'34:9 to 1\1iss 
Dollie NaIl, a daughter of Mmtin NaIl, and a na 
tive of Alabama. 1\11'. and 1\1rs. Shepherd moved 
with the former's parents to Arkansas in 1852, 
and the year after rented a farm, coming in 1853 
to the place where hI?' has bince resided. He has 
ownen ovpr 400 acreE> of land, but has sold off 
some, at the present time having about 200 acreb, 
seventy of which are higbly cultivated. 1\1r. 
Shepherd has made a great many improvements, 
among which a comfortable lug honse, box barn, 
etc., are the most noticeable, A peach and apple 
orcharu indicates that with the continuance uf the 
attention it is now receiving it will give excellent 
returnR in the near future. Mr. Shepherd enlisted 
in the Oonfederate service in I8() 1, in the Eleventh 
Arkansas Hegirnent. and served as lieutenant un 
til the latter part of 1~f)..t:. He participated in the 
fights of bombardment at New l\lac1rid (1\10.), Fort 
Hudson and numerous r,kirmishes, was taken pris 
oner at New Madrid and held about six months 
at Johnson's Island in Lake El·ie, and being ex
changed at Vicksburg, Miss_ Afterward he was t 

~F 
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made commissary of the regiment. Mr. and Mrs. County, Ala. 1\larch 20, 1832, and is the Ron of 
Shepherd have rean?d nine children: Isaac [whose Jared and Catherine (Henderson) Sudduth, natives 
sketch appears in this work], Jasper N., Dr. of Georgia and Alabama, respectively. 1\11'. Sud
Franklin and Jacob (all married), Duffy and duth moved to Alabama soon after his marriage 
Thomas (young men), Sarah J. (wife of Martin and remained there until his death, which occurred 
Newell), Martha E. (wife of Spencer Mathis) and in 1'3BG; his wife died a few years before, thus 
Alexander (who died in mature years). l\1r. Shep h·aving Jared an orphan very young. He came to 
herd is a member of the Mw:,onic order, in which what i"l now A~hley 'County, Ark., in 18....8 and re 
he has held sevElral pORitions. Himself and wife sided there nearly four years; but in ~eptem 
'are memb81's of the Baptist Church, and he has bElr,] 852. returned to Alabama for his promised 
been deacon of the same fOT some years. bride, Matilda E. Poe. Shortly after their marriage 

Isaac P. Shepherd, well known in Merry they moved to Arkansas, locating near the place 
Green Township, was born in La Fayette, Ala., they now call home. That 1\11'. Sudduth is ambi 
December 29, 184£), and iR the son of M. N. anu tious and a worker is a fact proven beyond a douLt. 
Dollie (NaIl) Shepherd, who were both natives of He has cleared and improved five different farms 
Alabama. M. N. Shepherd moved from Alabama in various pads of the surrounding country, and 
to Arkansas in 1852, and Jocated in what is now the one on which he now lives is in excellent con
Grant County, where he bought and improved a uition. Mr. and 1\11's. Sudduth are the parents of 
farm, and by hib charity and the interest he mani seven children, four having died in infancy. 
fested in all enterprises has won the esteem and Those living are: Susan (wife of J. J. Allison), 
good will of the entire community. I. P. Shep- J. ~ B. "Sudduth and Emily E. (wife of J. G. 
herd remained with his father until his majority, Stephens whose sketch appears in this history.) 
and was educated to be what he is, a good farmer, Mr. Sudduth and wife are members of the Baptist 
but he doE'S not follow that calling. as he is mak ChUl'ch. He was elected as first bailiff of Merry 
ing a snccess in another direction. In 1872 he Green Township, and is a Master Mason. 
went to Mississippi, and was absent about eight Trimaghan Thompson, farmer and proprietor 
months, and in] 881 be built a mill and engaged in of hotel at Sheridan, Grant County, was born in 
the manufacture of lumber, in wbich bUbiness he Alabama January 13, 1839, and is the son of Jobn 
has been actively engaged ever since. He has H. and Mary (Ingram) Thompson, natives of 
erected three mills, one of them being near Sheri~ North Carolina and Ala barna, respectively. John 
Jao; this he has since sold, together with a cotton- Thompson waR a mechanic, blacksmith and gun
gin. In 1874 he was occupied in merchandising. smith by trade. Aftpr moving to 1\lississippi he 
Mr. Shepherd selected for his wife Mrs. Rebecca resided there for ten years working at his cbosen 
8tepbens (nee Mayberry), a daughter of Jacob calling, betiides owning a fine plantation and a 
Mayberry, one of the pioneers who settled in the number of slaves. In December, 1854:. he came to 
county about 1840. :Mr. Shepberd has a pleasant Arkansas and located in what is now Grant County, 
reflic1ence in Sheridan, his home being one of the where he carried on his trade, ah.,o opening up a 
most hospitable to be found. Himself and wife fal'm, on which he resided until his death, in 18GO. 
are members of the Baptist Church, and he is a He was married twice, 1\Iary Ingram being his 
member of the Masonic fraternity in which he is second wife. The subject of this sketch came to 
Past Ma::-,ter and Junior ,Varden, besides having this county with his father when a boy of fifteen. 
held other official positions. He has held the He enlisted in the Oonfederate service in July, 
office of clerk (being appointed to fill an unexpired 18Gl, in Company A, Eleventh Arkansas Infantry, 
term) and has also served as Deputy Sheriff. and served three years. being promoted from pri 

j 
Jared H. Sudduth, one of Merry Gref'n Town- vate to orderly sergeant. and as such participated 

sh!p's enterprising citizens, was born in Tuscaloosa in the engagementti of New 1\latlrid Island No 10 t 
~1 4_8__________________________________~__________________________ ' ' .~~ 
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and a number of others. In the latter hattIe his 
l·pgiment was captureJ, but Mr. Thompson made 
his escape and juined the Second Arkansas In
fantry and was in the fight at Tuc.;cnmhia HiveI', 
coyprpd the retreat from Corinth, and was also in 
the hattlp of Perryvillp, Ky., after which 1)(> joined 
his own regiment at Port Hudson, La. Hp 1'8 
turned home in 11..,04, wherp he engag8d in farm 
ing, and on 8eptember 28, lbC5, was married in 
Grant County to Martha A. 8hephenl, a native of 
Alabama, daughter of Isaac and Martha Hhephf'rd, 
and sister of 1\1. N. Shepherd (whose biography 
apppars in this work). After his marriage Mr. 
Thompson opf'ned up a farm two miles and a half 
nortb of ShAridan, where be resiued up to January, 
188B, tbere putting up a gooa house and buildings 
and setting out a fine orchard. At the date men 
tioned be moved to Sheridan, where he took 
charge of the hotel, and bas been "mine host" 
sincf' that time. He has also serv8d as justice of 
the peace for several years. Mr. and Mrs. Thomp 
son are the parents of thrE'e children: Fannie (a 
young lady), Henry and Luther L. Himself and 
wife al'e members of the Baptist Church. Mr. 
Thompson also belong" to tlll? Masonic ord0r, in 
which be has held several offices. 

Lyttleton M. Veazey, farmer and justice of the 
peace of Shpridan. 1\lerry Green Towm;hip, Grant 
County, Ark., is a native of Alabama, and wafl 
born in Shelby County, March 9, 1R30. He is the 
son of John Veazey and Nancy (King) Veazey. 
lUr. Veazey movpcl from Alabama to Arkansas in 
1843, arrivillg here in Novembpr of that year, and 
settling in what is now Grant County, on a farm 
near Sheridan, where he resided until his death in 
1800. His wife dying in Alabama, in 1833, left a 
family of three Rons and five daughterR, three of 
whom (our Ruhject and two Risters) only are living. 
Lyttleton 1\1. was a boy of fifteen when he came 
to ArkansaR with his father. In 1834 he flettled 
on the farm on which he now rE'sides, near Hheri
dan, and now has about 100 acres cleared, with 
large huildings, besides an extensive orchard. He 
enlisted in the Confederate service in 1802, in the 
Eightppnth ArkansaR Infantry, in which he served 

~'-:il taken prisoner, .Tuly 9, 1863, being held 
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three days as prisonel', when he was paroled. He 
was in the battle of Port Hudson, and waR en 
gaged for forty flight c1ay8 in continual fighting, 
alRo in a numher of Rkirmishes. After the war 
1\11'. Veazpy returned to hiR farm ancl was ap 
pointed j nstice of the peace, in 1 ko(), after which 
he was elocted to thp office, awl bns Rerved in that 
capacity n8arly ever since, except one or two tennR, 
filling the office with great credit. Mr. Veazpy 
marripu 1\liss JUary Elizabpth Clark, a native of 
Tennessee, in (now) Grant County. in 185(). By 
that marriage he was the father of ninp children: 
Eugenip (wife of Benj. F. Hill), ,V. F., Jobn S., 
Nancy J. (wife of ,YaltElr Gl' i ffin), Lloyd C., 
Lyttleton M., Mary E., Edward B. and .Orlando 
B. ; also three children who dipd in childhood, one 
of whom, Layfaette F., when at the age of seven 
years, was lost in the woods, on February 3, 1867. 
His remains were not found until the following 
December, about one mile from home. In Decem 
bel', 1887, Mr. Veazey was married to Mrs. Melissa 
(Jackson) Atchley, a daughter of Thomas and 
Delpha Jackson, a widow, and a native of Ala 
barna, who came to Arkansas when only six years 
ola. :Mr. and 1\lrs. Veazey belong to the Baptist 
Church. Mr. Veazpy i8 a member of the Masonic 
order, and has served both as Tylel' and Treasurer; 
tho last office he baR held for the past thirteen 
yean'!. 

William J. Wallace has rispn through his own 
efforts to a position as onf' of thp prosperous and 
enterprising farmers of Darysaw Towllflhip. Born 
in Davidson County, Tenn., April 12, 1841, he is 
the son of Johu M. and Harah E. (Smith) ,Yallace, 
both born, reared and married in Tennessee. The 
former was an expert mechanic, and followed his 
trade in Nashville for a number of years. In 1853 
he moved to Mississippi and located in Carroll 
County, there engaging in farming and blacksmith 
ing, and in the fall of 187..t took up his abode in 
Grant County. Ark., where his death occurred, in 
1886; his wife haddipd four months previous. ,Yo 
J. accompaniec1 his parents to MisRissippi, being 
at that time a lad of twel ve, having reCf~iyed most 

of his education in Nashville, Tenn., before that t 
age, but his keen observation has made him a well
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informed man, thoroughly posted on all current 
subjects of the day. In 1861 he enlisted in the 
Confederate service as a private ill the Fourth Mis
sissippi Infantry, was promoted to the l'ank of lieu
tenant, and served in that capacity till disabled in 
1864. He participated in the fight of Fort Don
elson, and was captured and taken pI'isoner, being 
held seven months at Indiallapolis, and exchanged 
at Vicksburg in September, 1S()2. He was after
ward in the fight at Port Gibson, and also in the 
engagement at Big Black Bridge, where he was 
again captured, but escaped after three days' con
finement' by walking out in Federal uniform. In 
an encounter eleven miles above Atlanta he was 
shot through the right arm and permanently disa 
bled. After the war Mr. 'Wallace return ed to Car 
roll County, Miss., and resumed the occupation of 
farmjng, but in the fall of 1874 moved to Arkansas 
and located in Grant County. In 1~83 he came to 
the place where he now resides. He if, an indus 
trious, energetic man, as is evinced by the excel
lent state in which his land now is, the good con
dition of his house, barns, etc., indicating prosper
ity and comfort. He has 300 acres with seventy 
five well improved., and pORsesses all the stock and 
implements to l'mccessfully carryon his operationf'!. 
Mr, ,ValJacewaR married June 17,1860, when in 
his twentieth year, to Miss Mary A. Booth, of Mis
sissippi, daughter of the Rev. ,J, R. Booth, a min
ister of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 
They are the parents of seven children living: ,Yill 
iam, Robert and George (married), Dudley, Reu 
ben , Nathan and Ida. Two children are dead: 
Mittie (who died at Sheridan, aged six years) and 
J ames (died in infancy in 1871). lVlr. Wallace was 
elected justice of the peace, serving one term, and 
served eight year9 as notary public. In 1886 he 
was elected clerk of Grant County. and served one 
term. again retiring to private life, preferring the 
farm to the confinement of office work. He was 
appointed by the GovNnor as one of the boal'd of 
equalization in 1880. Mr. and Mrs. ,rall ace and 
all their children, except the youngest. are mem 
bel'S of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, in 
which he is one of the ruling elders. He is a 

~~ber of the Masonic ord"r, and Past Mastor. 

Ii. P. Watson, M. D., a prominent member of 
the medical fraternity in Grant County, and a 
leading planter, was born in South Carolina, on 
September 8, 1830, and is a son of Samuel and 
Lucretia (Hogan) '\Vatson, both natives of the 
same State. The parents were married in 1828, 
and thirteen children were born by their union, of 
whom seven are yet living and all residing in this 
State. The father was a planter, and at the time 
of his death, which occurred in 1880, he owned 
about 820 acres of very productive land. Both 
parents were members of the Methodist Church, 
and earnest Christian people. The mother is still 
living, and resides with one of her daughters. H. 
P. Watson, the pI'incipal of this sketch, was edu
cated near BE'nton, in Saline Connty, Ark., and 
received a thorough training in all of the English 
branchE'S. On August 13, 1851, he was married 
to Miss Parilee G. Hunter, an estimable lady and 
a daughter of John and Bettie Hunter. Twelve 
children were born to this union, of whom seven 
werE' boys and five girls: Samuel 'V., John 'V., 
Sarah E., Lucretia J., William M., Corinne R., 
Ezekiel T" James F., Harvey H., Martha E. and 
Sophia IV!. Dr. vVatson lost his excellent wife in 
1870, and on November 27, 1881, he was married 
to MisR Lillie James, a daughter of William and 
Jane James, by whom he has had three children: 
Charley P., Ernest M. and Phineas. Dr. '\Yat
son's plantation consists of about 500 acres of very 
fertile land, the greater portion of which is under 
cultivation. As a physician he ranks high among 
the profession in Central Arkansas, and has a 
practice that is a flattering testimony to his skill. 
In l'eligious belief the Doctor and his wife are 
members of the Methodist Ohurch, and take an 
active interest in aiding all religious and educa 
tional enterprises. He is a very popular man with 
all classes, and a keen student of human nature, 
and is one of the foremost spirits in any affair that 
tends to develop and improve his county. 

George T. 'Yells. One noticeable feature con 
nected with Grant County, is the spirit of enter
prise that fleeInS to pervade and infect its residents. 
Chief among the merchants and farmers of that 
section is Mr. vVellH. He is a native of Grant 

t 
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Connty. and was born on February 5, 1853, and is 
a son of Adolphus and Martha (Clegg) Wells, of 
Tennessee and Arkansas, re~pectively, the father 
born in the year 1827, and edHeated in his native 
State. The Ellder "\"ells moved to Arkam;as, in 
1q-tR. and there met awl married his wife, by whom 
lit> has had six children, two of them living only 
and residing in this Htate. He was a snccessfnl 
farmer and a promineLt citizen of Grant County. 
In secret societies he belonged to the Knights of 
Honor, and was one of the first charter members 
of his lodge. He and wife were members of the 
Methodist Chllrch, and devout Ohristian people. 
Several years after his death, which occurred on 
January 8, 1859, bis widow was again manied, 
her second husband being- Mr. J. R. Henry, by 
whom she had three sons, two still living. George 
T. ,Yells was reared and educated in Grant and 
Jefferson Counties, and tbe good moral training he 
received in his youth has still clung to him in 
later lift>. On October 18, 1874, he was married 
to Miss Adaline Akin, daughter of Arthur and 
Nancy J. Akin, old sett1ers of Arkansas. Four 
children were born to this union, three boys and 
one girL of whom there are three still living: 
Martha T., Arthur A. and Karl A. Mr. Wells 
has been very successful in his agricultural and 
business ventures, and now owns about 420 acres 
of the best land in that section, with about seven
ty frv!" acres under cultivation. His store is largely 
patronized, and will invoice about $500 of first 
('lass merchandise, and his legitimate methods of 
doing business and tI'eating hiB cnstomers fairly 
in every respect, have madp hiR name one of the 
stancht'st in commercial circles. In religious he 
lief, both he anel wifp belong to the :Metbodist 
Church, and arf' among its most liberal supporters. 

John A. \\Test is justly consic1ered one among 
the leading citizens of Mac1ison Township. Grant 
County. He was born in Tippah County, MisR., 
August 4, 1847, being the son of James and Eliza 
(Partlow) Wpst, nfttive'), respectively, of North 
Caro1ina and South Carolina. The father was born 
February 1, 1703, and died August g, 1872. His 
wife was horn January 29, lS06, and elied July 
24, ] 870. The) were married in South Carolina, 
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moying thence to Tippah Connty, Miss., which 
they made their home until 18-W, whf>n they came 
to Arkamias, locating near tll\:" present location of 
their son John. Here they resided during the re
mainder of their lives. Mrs. West was a member of 
the Baptist Church for many yean, previous to her 
dNl.th. Mr. ",Yest followpd farming all his lifp, 
anel was very successflll, never having to buy corn 
or meat, as he raised both in abundance. Hp was 
well known as a farmer, an'd l"PRpected by all his 
acquaintanceR. Ont of a family of eleven chi 1 
dren born to them, but four survive: Wmiam M. 
(a rarmer or Jefferson County), Rebecca L. (wife 
of James Prescott, a rarmer. now deceased), Sa 
lena (wife of 'V. P. Clement, a farmer of Grant 
Oonnty) and J obn A. (who is the youngest.) Re 
ceiving his education in what is now Grant Oounty. 
John A. 'Yest, at the age of twenty one years, be 
gan life for himself as a farmer. Tbough his 
means at the time were very limited, through his 
indomitable energy and industry, he now owns 
34-0 acres of land, with about ninety acres of me
dium fertility in cultivation. On September 3, 
1868, he was married to Elizabeth Clement, daugh
ter of James Clement, of Grant County. She was 
born in Northwestern Georgia, in the month of 
March, 1850. By this union there were nine chil
dren, all of whom are living: James F., Noah S., 
Benjamin J., 'Yilliam P., Greenberry, Joseph ",V., 
Ella J., John T. and Henry E. 1\11'. West is a 
member of the Cumberland Presbyterian Ohurch, 
officiating as elder, while his wifp is a member of 
the Methodist Episcopal Ohurch, South. He is a 
Free and Accepted Mason, now holding the office 
of 'Worshipful Master in Taylor Lodge No. 206. 
He has also represented his lodge in the Most 
"\Yorthy Grand Lodge of Arkansas. He is a frif>nd 
of all religiom; and educational enterprises, and 
politically is a member of the Republican party. 
In connection with farming, he has workell some 
as a carpenter, tbough not claiming to hf> an adept 
at that trade. 

Daniel R. Williams, was born in Edgecombe 
County, North Carolina, April 23, 1834, is a prom 
inent farmer and merchant of Gl'ant Oounty and 

the son 01 Whitmel and Besthada (Taylor) '~~ 
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iams, natives of Edgecombe County. They lived 
in their native county until death overtook them, 
he dying in 1873 at about the age of sixty-five, and 
his wife in 1877 when seventy one or seventy two 
years of age. She was a member of thfl Baptist 
Ohurch for a number of yean;. He was a \Vhig in 
politics, and during the muster of militia served as 
captain for several years, when his oldest son be 
coming old enough succeeded him. He was a vel'Y 
charitable old gentleman, well known and univers
ally respected. His parent8 were English and 
Irish. To this union with Miss Taylor were born 
nine children, all living till maturity. Daniel R., 
the fifth child, received his education in North 
Oarolina, and at the age of twenty one years left 
home and worked out for five years, when he came 
to Arkansas, reaching here in 1860, and locating 
in the neighborhood of Grape Vine. In 1\larch, 
1862, he enlisted in Company D, First Arkansas 
Infantry, serving till the surrender at Green
ville, N. c., in May, 1865. He took part in 
many battles, among which were those of Oorinth, 
Green River Bridge (Ky.), Perryville (Ky.), Mur
freesboro, Chickamauga and Missionary Ridge. 
In the Atlanta campaign, at Resaca, he received 
a scalp wound from a bursting shell, disabling him 
from duty for eight weeks. He participated in the 
battles around Atlanta, Franklin, Tennessee and 
Nashville, and was then taken back to North Caro
lina and surrendered. After the war closed he re 
turned to Arkansas and to his family. His earthly 
possessions consisted of $1.23 and his farm of 
eighty acres with about one and one-half acres 
cleared. He immediately began to farm and has 
continued to the present day, and through industry 
and good management he now owns a splendiel 
place of 1,100 acres. On May 21, 1861, he was 
married to Catharine Lybrand, daughter of Jacob 
and Nancy Lybrand, of Grant County. She was 
born in Lexington Dibtrict, S. C. , June 6, 11-34:1. 
By this marriage there were two children: Charles 
K. and Anna P., both living. Mr. and Mrs. ~Will
iams are member~ of the Missionary Baptist 
Church, of which he has served as clerk for sev

into the mercantile business, which has since re 
ceived his attention. As a wide-awake and enter
prising citizen he stands at the head, always favor
ing the cause of education and religion, and cham 
pioning schemes for public improvement. 

Augustus A. C. Williams, son of James Will
iams, a planter of Georgia, was born in Tippah 
County, Miss., September 26, 1840. his father 
having also been born and reared in Georgia, 
where he met and married Barbara Myers, ana· 
tive of the same State. He owned and operated 
a plantation in Tippah County up to the year 
18JJ, but at that time moveel to Arkansas, settling 
in Jefferson County, in what is now Grant County. 
.He later purchased a farm, reared his family and 
resided in prosperity till shoTtly before his death, 
which occurred in St. Francis County. Augustus 
A. c., his son, grew to manhooel on the farm of 
his father in Grant County and in 1862, when 
the war broke out, enlisted in the Confederate 
servic8, casting his lot with the Fin,t Arkansas 
Regiment, also Ninth Arkansas Regiment and 
later with the Eighteenth. He served faithfully 
and gallantly until his discharge in 1863, partic
ipating in the fight at Farmington (Miss.), Fort 
Pillow and many minor skirmishes. ,Vhen dis 
charged he returned to his old home in Grant 
County aHd took np his \York where he )lad left 
off, folluwing farming until 1869. Then moving 
to Union Springs he began the manufacture of 
lumber. but left this in 1874. and took up the 
study of medicine. His litel'ary education had 
been almost wholly self gained, but he advanced 
rapidly in his new study and began to practice in 
1876. In 1880 he took a course of lectures at the 
Medical Department of Little Rock University, and 
in 18&2 '-;3 took the graduating course, graduating 
in the spring of 1883. Previous to thiR (1872) 
the Doctor had located at Prattsville, and ever 
since has been a resident of this place, becoming 
connected with some worthy business enterprises. 
He also served as postmaster of Prattsville for 
about seven years. He has been married twice. 
The first wife, Elizabeth DaviH, a native of J effer

eral years. He is a member of the Democratic son County, he married in 1863. There were nine) 
party and a Mason. In December, 188;-3, he went children by this marriage, his wife dying in 1881. t 
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His second wife, Sa.l"ah "\Velthy Ann Laster, aaugh
tel' of George Laflter, he married in Grant County 
in t)eptember, 1883. She bas borne him fiV8 

children. A member of the Baptist Church, she 
has always been a worthy helpmate. to him. The 
Doctor is a member of Sheridan Lodge of Masons 
at present, a.nd has heltl important positions in 
White Sulphur Lodge and also in Taylor Louge. 
Starting in after the war without a dollar, he has, 
through his frugality, accumulated a large amount 
of property, real and personal. He owns two 
good farms of about 200 acres, besides his mill 
property, cotton gins and interest in lands ill St. 
Francis and Jefferson Counties. The politics of 
the Doctor formerly was Democratic, but he now 
believes in protection and is, consequently, a strong 
Republican. 

Hon. Joseph S. Williams, in his jonrnalistic en
terprises, as well as in the capacity of citizen, is 
popular and much respected hereabouts. He is the 
editor of the Head Light. publisheci at Sheridan, 
Grant County, and is the son of Dr. W. W. Will
iams, his birth occurring Februal'J 21, 1844, in 
Bolivar, Hardeman County, Tenn. Dr. 'V. W. 
Williams was a native of North Carolina, where 
he was educated~ afterward marrying Elizabeth B. 
Harvey, also of North Oarolina origin, and a near 
relative of a former Governor or that State. They 
moved at an early day to Tennessee, locating first 
in Hardeman County, where Dr. "\Villiams prac 
ticed medicine and later was licensed and admitted 
to the ministry, and after a short time moved to 
Fayette County, which was his home till his deatb, 
in 1847. He was a local preacher for a number of 
years, and also a large plantation and slave owner. 
Joseph S. and his mother moved to Arkansas in 
1855, and after a two-years' residf'nce in Independ 
ence County located in Dallas County, where he 
remained until grown to manhood, receiving a good 
education from the best schools of the State. In 
1861 he enlisted in the regular Confederate army 
at Lynchburg, Va., in the Third Arkansas Infan
try, and served as private, but was afterward pro 
moted to sergeant-major, alld served as 8uch till 
the close of the war. He surrendered at Appo 
matto:s. Court House with Lee April U, 11363, and was 

,. 

one of seven remaining of the original company of 
117. Thrilling eypet'ience~ were passed through 
during his partiripation in the battles of Cheat 
lHountain, the seven Jays' fight around Richmond 
(Va. ), t)harpsbul'g (where he waH woullded throngh 
the left ]eg), Gettysburg, Chickamauga, Suffolk 
and ruany other engagements. After the close of 
the war Mr. Williams returneu to Arkansas and 
taugllt school in Hot Springs for ten years, and in 
1874 commenced the study of law. In J87G he 
wa') elected representative of Hot Spring County 
in the legislature, and served one term wi th hOIl
nrable distinction. In 1880 he was electeu. State 
senator to represent the Ninth senatorial Jish'ict 
(embracing Hot Spring, Grant and Saline Coun
ties). III 1877, after a thorough examination, he 
was admitted to the bar and practiced in Hot 
Springs until 1882, then moving to Grant County, 
where he has since followed his profession with 
gratifying success. HE' is editor of the Head 
Light, which be purchased in company with S. D. 
Repse, an old citizen and sheriff of the county, but 
after a time Mr. Williams bought out Mr. Reese's 
interest in the papE'r and also changed thE! name 
from the Sheridan Spy to the title it now has. 
The Colonel's first wife was Miss l\1attie Seay, a 
native of Montgomery Couuty, Ark., and who aft
erward died in Hot Springs, Ark Of this mar 
riage there are four children. His present wife was 
formerly Mrs. Mary L. Mabis, a widow, and an 
estimable lady. She was reared and educated in 
this State and Alabama. Mr. "\Villiams is District 
Deputy Grand Master of the Masonic district of 
Arkansas, and besides having acted as Master of 
his lodge, has held other positions in this order. 
In ] 872 he was licensed to preach by the Method
ist Episcopal Church, of which himself and his e8 
timable wife are devoted members. It is scarcely 
necessary to add that Mr. 'Y il1iams is a man of ex 
tended acquaintance and counts his friends hy the 
score. If he has any enemies they are very few. 
He is a generous contributor to all enterprises 
worthy of support, and a zealous worker in affairs 
that beLoken the good 01' growth of tue county, 
deeming it a rare privilege to be of helr in any 

I 
~ 

particular to matters deserving promotion. 

~~ 
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John F. H. 'Vilson. a prolllinent merchant of 
Sheridan, whose naille i& often used as a synonym 
of enterprise, was bOl'n in the State of Alabama, on 
December :20. Ib-W. aIllI is a son of B. B. and Lou
isa \Y ilson, of the same State. The father moved 
from Pike to Lowndps County. where he farmed for 
about ten years, and froUl there came to Arkansas, 
in 1860, arriving on Christmas Day of that year. 
His first location was in what is uow Grant County, 
where he purchased a farm, upon which he resided 
for six months and a half, and then came from 
there to Sheridan. He is Olle of the most upright 
and conscientious men ill Grant Cuunty, aillI a 
general favorite in business and agricultural cir
cles. His son, John F. H., the principal of this 
sketch, was a boy. twelve years old, on arriving in 
Grant County. The latter remained with his 
father until he attained his maturity, and would 
probably not have left him just then, but for the 

fact that a pair of bright eyes captured his heart, 
and April 7, Ib7~, he was marriet1 to 1\1i5S Laura 
J. Thomas, of Georgia. After his marriage young 
\r ilson located un a farm ill Grant County, with 
his briue, until the year 188ft He then moved to 
Sheridan, and turned his attelltion to commercial 
life, in which he bas cOlltinued ever since, with 
good success. He has won tbe confidence of his 
fellow citizens in the new home, and during his 
resiuence here has held several public offices. His 
first wife died in It)~-i, and he was agaill married, 
his seconJ wife being J\liss Faunle K. Braden, a 
daughter of Wiley Braden, a well known resident 
of thi::; State. 1\1r. anJ Mrs. \Vilson are melllber~ 
of the 1\lethodist Episcopal Church, Sonth, and 
devout, Christian people. III secret societies 1\11'. 
\Y jlson belongs to the ~lasonic fraternity. anu is 
Past 'Yarden of his lodge His substantial posi 
tion as a citizen is well merited. 

j t 
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Prof. Julian Talbot Bailey. A. M., of Little 
Rock, was born near Barnett, vVarrell County, Ga., 
March 22, 18;)9. His parents were Pierce and Ade 
line Bailey, the former a native of 'Yarren County, 
Ga., and the latter of Henrico County, Va. From 
a very early age he evinced a great desire for learn 
ing, and his mother at once wisely determined to 
give, if possible, her only child a complete educa
tion. After finishing the course of study pursued 
in the common schools or \Varren and Taliaferro 
Counties, he was sent to the Atlanta University, 
where he pursued the college preparatory course, 
from which he graduated at the age of seventeen 
at the head of his class. He then attended Howard 
University, supplementing his previous studies 
with a complete college course. Since his school 
days his student life has not ceased, as his pro
ficiency and distinguished position in scientific, 
mathematical and linguistic affairs amply indicate. 
His modest and retiring disposition has perhaps 
caused him to be less known than he otherwise 
might have been, but there are few young men who 
posf,ess a more varied and solid scholarship than 
he. f:;OOIl after leaving college Mr. Bailey went to 
North Carolina, where he was principal for sOllle 
time of the Roanoke Normal and Collegiate In
stitute. He also published and edited the National 
Enquirer in the same State until the spring of 
1884, when he was offered the editorial chair of 
the Arkansas Herald. Oonsidering Arkansas a 
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more inviting field, he accepted the offer. His 
editorial management of the Herald was marked 
by signal ability and success, in conseqnence of 
which he at once received encomiums from the 
leading men and papers, both white and colored, 
throughout the State. Such was the effect of his 
ability as a journalist upon the Arkansans that 
scarcely had he edited the Herald a month before it 
'was decided by the Arkansas Herald and Manf;ion 
Publishing Oompanies to consoliuate the papers. 
He was then elected editor of the joint publication, 
which at once was regarded as one of the leading 
negro journals of the country. He continued to 
edit the Herald-]\Iansion until the faU of 1884:, 
when he was elected professor of natural science 
and belles lettres of the Philander Smith University, 
of Little Rock. There being but little to gain from 
negro journalism, in a pecuniary sense, he found it 
necessary to resign his editOl'ial chair to acccept 
the position as professor in tbA University. In the 
fall of 1885 he was elected professor of higher 
mathematics and astronomy in the Mississippi 
State Normal College, which position he filled 
with credit to himself and his people, in addition 
to editing the Little Rock Sun, an independent 
newspaper, which is noted for its outspoken senti 
menta in advocacy of thB race. Howard University 
has conferred the degree master of arts upon Prof. 
Bailey. During the years 18')6 1::57 he successfully 
filled the presidential chair of Bethel University t 
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at Little Hock, since which tiLlie ho has, in a(k1i 
tion to his editorial duties b(>en adivoly (-lll'raCfed 
in the practice of law, {)eing oUP of then v~ry 
few Africo Anwricans who practice befon> tho Sn 
premB and Unitel1 State~ conrts, in additioll to 
the inferior conrtH of the State. He Las a large 
aIlll growing practice, antI hiR phenomenal suceeSH 
stamps him a~ aIle of the brigbtf'st stars in the 
Arkansas legal firmament. Prof. Bailey has al 
ways taken an active part in the politic..; of his 
adopted StatB. As a s}}t:'aker he is pleasing, intl:'r
esting and eloqnent. He is a man of strong con 
viction~, tender b} mpathies, great firlllnl:'ss and 
decision of purpose, with high penwnal character. 
He possesses sevel'e ealnestness, pluck, manly conr 
age, aims high, is ambitiou':! and far Teaching. with 
great self reliance and self respecL. 

Hon. JHiffiin '\' ister Gibb--,. a resident of Little 
Rock, and the fir"3t colored judge in the United 
States, was born in the City of Philadel}}bia in 
April, 18:28. His father was a l\lethodist minister, 
but clieu when the subject of this sketch was but 
eigbt years old His widowed mother was an in 
dustrious and fragal woman with remarkable force 
of character, and elid the best to encourage- his 
pursuit of knowledge. At the age of seventeen, 
having to make bis own way in tbe world, he left 
Rchool awl entered upon the battle of life, or. to 
m3e a familiar epigram of the J uuge, ,. to face a 
frowning world." He was appTenticed to a car 
penter and builder, and at the end of bis appren 
ticesbip he hecame a contractor awl huilder on his 
own accOllllt. Mr. Gibbs lO:'lt no opportunity to 
cultivate his taste", for literature and literary pur 
buits, awl at the age of twenty one he was a con
spicuom:l ID8111ber of the Philomatheau Institute 
of Pbila<lelphia, a literary association of which 
Purvis, Donglas:'l, "'Wbipper, \Yeir and otber noted 
colored men of that era were sbining lights. He 
was a member of the Anti sI~ very Society, and a 
shrewa and active agent and worker of the now 
hio,toric Unuerground Railway. Among tllP Ulany 
fngitives in who'Oe rescue be was instrumental, aud 
whom be assisted to reach shelter and security 
under the Britif.>h flag. were \Y illiam and Ellen 

(R promi nent cbaracter ill "Uncle Tom' 8 

Cahin ' , ), \Yillialll Box Brown, RIltl several other 
celebritie~ of thp anti ~lav(-\ry tillH'S. About 1h4:9 
Fredl'rick Dongla..,~ anu thl' late Charles LPllOX 
Hemond vi..,ited Phihttlplphia to take part in the 
anti ;-,lavery cOllventioll of that ) ear. They were 
much impre~sed with tue auvanc('d iueas and 
earrlef.>t manl1C'l' of ) oung . 'Miff" Gibbs, as his 
elderly cOllteUlpol <trips caUm1 Lim, and they pel' 
bLlcl(letl him to embark upon a lecturing tour in 
New yO! k, OLio, antl Penno,ylvauia. ·While FiO 

engage.} the CaliforniR gold fever broh· out and 
soon became epitlemic. Meetiug in Lis travels 
several sncres8fnl gol 1 seekprb, who had just re 
tUl'Iled, and who ga'. e him uazzling account", of 
the new Eldorarlo, he resolved at the close of his 
lectnriug tour to try bis fortunes in what was 
then considered a terra incognita. A voyage to 
San Franrisco in those days by way of the Isthmus' 
of Panama was a seriou"i and expensive uuclertak 
ing; but nothing daunted he stepped jauntily 
acros::, the gang plank 0 I: a steamer in New York 
bounel for the Pacific, witb "youth in the helm 
aud hope in the prow," and arrived in San Fran 
cisco in the latter part of 18;)0 without (as he him
splf said) "a dollar betwixt bim and the high 
Heaven," but filled with bope and expectations. 
Ordinary mechanics were getting $1 () per Jay. and 
COIllmon laborers (Iuite as much. At first he 
worked at his trade, out after oue or two difficnl 
ties with white ruechaIlicfl who refused to work 
with him, he abandoned the ocrupation and formed 
a pRrtnership with Nathan Poi uteI' in the clothing 
business, in wbich they were very succesRful. In 
If)52 Mr. Gibbs entered into a large enterprise 
with Peter Le:,ter as hi;-, partnf'r. UndeT the 
firm name of Lester & Giuhs tbey established a 
firl:lt class bnsine<.;s a8 importers of fine boots and 
shoeM. for which gilt edge prices were then paid in 
San FrRllcisco, Judge Gibbs was one of the pro
prietors and puhlisherf> as well as cOlltributol's of 
the firi'it colored paper puhliHhed in Califorllia, the 
., Mirror of the Times." In 1858 thp gold dis 
coveries of the Frazier River, in British Oolumbia, 
offered tempting cOIDlllercial and other opportu 

nitieR, and M1'. Gibbs agaiu embarked on board a t 
Pacific steamer and arrived at Victoria, the quasi 

o 
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city and chief emporium of the Hudson Bay Com 
pany. Seeing that Victoria pO~'lessed unsur 
passed natural advantageH in location, a salubrious 
climate, and commodious harbor, be wisely con 
eluded that it wae. bound to become a commprcial 
capital and immediately engaged in business, 
investing largely in real estate and building the 
second mercantile house outside the Hudson Bay 
Company's fort. Hi~ operations in real estate 
were extensive and invariably successful, and he 
built several of the largest business houses; and 
one of the most beantiful villas in Victoria 
he occupied as his family residence for many 
years, and afterwanl sola it to Judge Crease, 
attorney-general of the colony, who has since oc 
cupied it. Having amassed considerable wealth, 
and owning, as he did, property enough to bring 
him in a large rental, he concluded to withdraw 
from active business operations. In 1866 he was 
elected to represent the most aristocratic ward in 
the common council of the city of Victoria. On 
the discovery of anthracite coal on Queen Char 
lotte Island, being the first discovery of the kind 
on the Pacific coast, Mr. Gibbs became a large 
share holder in an English company, and was 
elected one of the directors. When the company 
advertised for propo~als for building a railroad, 
whm'ves, etc., Ml'. Gibbt-i resigned his position as 
dil'ector and put in a bid, which, although not the 
lowest, was acrepted on account of his known re 
sponsibility and integrity. He left Victoria in 
January, 1867, on the steamer Otto, taking with 
him fifty men, surveyor~, meC'hanics and laborers. 
He finished his contract within the stipulated time, 
twelve months, in spite of hostile Indian demon
strations, and sent the first cargo of anthracite 
coal ever unearthed on ihe Pacific coast, to the 
dil'ectOl'A and to a market. Previou:s to entering 
on this enterprise he had determioEld to return to 
the United States, and had been reading law uu 
del' a celebrated English barri"ter. After com
pleting his contract and retuming to Victoria, he 
settled up his busineRs affairs and returned to 
the United States, going to Oberlin, Ohio, where 
he settled with his wife and children, and entered 
the law department of the college, from which he 

graduated in 1870. He then started ~outh, deter 
mined to settle at some desirable point. He 
finally spttled at Little Rock, and entered the law 
firm of BeIljamin & Barnes, a leading law firm of 
Little Rock, where he completed his ~tuJieB and 
was admitted to the bar. Ono year afterward he 
was appointed county attorney of Pulaski County, 
which position he resigned in 1Q73, when the citi 
zens of Little Rock elected him city judge, he being 
the TITst colored man elected to that position in thp 
United States. In June, 1S7(}, Judge Gibbs was 
appointed by President Hayes, registrar of the land 
office at Little Rock, to which office he was re ap 
pointed in 1~) 1. He is a partner ill the Eleclric 
Light Company, and a large share-holder in several 
other companies, ancllives in 11 handsome suburban 
residence, which he lately built. Judge Gibbs 
was married to Mariah A. Alexander, of Kentucky, 
and they are now the parents of four children: 
Donald (who lives at Victoria), Harase (a priuter), 
Idah (a graduate of Oberlin Oollege) and Hattie 
(a graduate of the Oonservatory of Music at Ober
lin). Judge Gibbs has been endorsed hy the Re 
publican State Oentral Oommittee of Arkan~as, for 
receiver of publiC' moneys of the Little nock Land 
Office, and 3-; he is without opposition it is ~x 
pected that President Harrison will appoint him. 

Fel'd Havis, circuit clerk aml reronler, Pine 
Bluff, Ark. In the brief sketch of this useful and. 
well respect€' 1 citizen may Le ReAn how it is pos 
sible for a young man to rise in the world throngh 
individual effotts, when not in the possession of 
means other than tho"le bestowed by nature. He was 
born in Desha County, Ark., November 13, 1 Q":16, 
and is the son of John Havis. Feni Havis came 
to Jefferson County, Ark., when but a boy, grew 
to manhood there and there received his education 
in the common schools. He is a barber by trade 
and followed this vocation up to the date of his 
election to hiR present office. In 1871 he was 
elected alderman in the city of Pine Bluff, and 
served two year~; he was elected as a member of 
the legislature in the fall of 1Q,2 for two years, 
and npon the adjournment (If the legislature in 
1'='>7:3, was app0inted assessor of Jefferson Oounty, 
for four years. In Ib 1-4- he received a commission t 
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:ITom Gov. Baxter, as colonel in the Brooks-Baxter 
vVar. In the fall of 1874 he was again elected as 
alderman of the city of Pine Bluff, to which posi. 
tion he has been continuously elected to this date. 
In 1882 he was elected to his present office of cir 
cuit clerk, baving been three times elected to that 
office since. He was elected as a delegate to the 
National Oonvention in 1880, 1~,)..j, and 18~8, and 
was one of the" Old Guards" of the 30G that 
stood by Grant, and also the vice president for 
the State of Arkansas, in the National Convention 
of 1888. He makes a good officer and dischargeR 
the duties of his position in an able and efficient 
manner. He received the caucus vote of the Re 
pUblican members of the legislature of 1887, for 
United States senator, from the State of Arkansas, 
and is the present chairman of the Republican 
County central committee of Jefferson County. 
During slave times he had as a master John Havis. 
1\-11'. Havis is a member of the :l\Iasonic fraternity, 
the G. U. O. O. F. Lodge and United Brothers 
of Friendship. He owns about 2, 000 acres of 
land and is quite wealthy. 

j 

Frank Jackson, well known in this section of 
country, and especially in Jefferson County, where 
be resides, is a native of South Carolina, having 
been born in Abbeville September 13, 1853. He 
has been a public servant in Jefferson County for 
some years, having given eight years of his time 
as magistrate and five years as school director, and 
is one of the leaders in Republican politics. In 
1838 ~Ir. Jackson came to Arkansas with his par
ents, :l\Iarshall aIld Hattie J arkson, natives of 
South Carolina. who settled in .Jeffer'3on County. 
He received his education in private schoolR, and 
at the age of twenty one married MiRs Clara Perry, 
a native of Perry County, Ark., by whom he it! the 
father of thretl children: Ella (aged sevpnteen). 
Havis (aged fifteen) and Hallie. ~lr. Jackson 
owns sixty acres of valuable land, which is now 
planted to corn and cotton. He belongs to several 
societies, the principal one being B. & O. A. S., of 
Pine Bluff, Ark. He and his wife are members of 
the Baptist Church. For six years he has fol 
lowed the vocation of a school-teacher, and has 

become a prolllinent citizen. 

Lloyd Y. Jackson, a brother of Frank Jackson, 
whose sketch immediately precpdes this, has been 
a school teacher in Jefferson County for a nUlliber 
of years. He was born in South Carolina N.ovem
ber 17, 185'3, being a son of :Marshall and Hattie 
Jackson, of the same State. The father was born 
in 1 f,29, and the mother in 1~;:37, and in 1~;)8 they 
came to Arkansas, bringing with them our subject, 
who was then a child. Lloyd Y. received his edn" 
cation in the private schoob, and in 1882 began 
business for himself, and the same year married 
.Miss Sarah P. Strong. He is now the owner of 
twenty acres of valuable land devoted to corn and 
cotton. He is a public spirited man, a. Hepublican 
in politic'S, and a member of the Baptist Ohurch, 
as is bis wife. During his bchool days Mr. Jack 
son was always a hard student, never leaving his 
studies for food or play until lessons were learned. 
Most of the time he had to work for his board and 
tuition, for in those days his father was financially 
pressed in paying for his farm of 260 acres. 
When at school Lloyd was considered one of the 
brightest scholars, and at the close of the term in 
1'->73 received the highe~t reward of merit over 
~;SO pupils. It was left to thp entire number to 
decide who was the 1ll0'St worthy of thl':> honor. but 
thp reward was unanimously voted to him. He 
commeneed teaching in 1876 at the age of eight 
een, at a salary of $ LOO pel' month, and has since 
had encouraging success, the secret of which lies 
in the close attention and hard study which have 
characterized his efforts. He was considered in 
youth the most fluent of any in school on declama
tions, and upon the building of the city high 
school of Pine Bluff in 1872 declaimed in a manner 
which startled many of the prominent men of the 
town, who predicted a great future for him. He 
chose the vocation as teacher, believing that the 
best use to which he might put his education was 
in helping emallcipated peoplt.C' by teaching and 
setting a guod example for them. He has been his 
churrh's choice every yem' for seven consecutive 
years as delegate to the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention. 

,Yiley Jones, Pine Bluff, Ark. It is not often 
that the biographer of to day, in referring to the 
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lives of those whom it is his privilege to meet, is 
permitted to enter upon tLfI record of a man more 
deserving of honorable mention than WilEly Jones, 
of Pine Bluff, Ark., one whose llame i'3 almost a 
household word in Central Arkansas, and to whom 
the citizem; of this section, 8speC'ially. owe a very 
great debt of gratitudf'. His career has been a 
remarkable one, and as noted in this bI'ief sketch, 
can not fail of interest, even to the most indifff'r
ent rf'ader. Mr. Jones was born in 1\IadiRon Coun
ty, Ga., July 14, 18-i-S. His father was George 
Jones, a Georgia planter; his mother's name was 
Ann. one of George J oneR' slaves, a woman far 
above mediocrity of women of her race in point of 
general intelligence, form and featureR. Sbe was 
the mother of six children, by George Jones: 
1\fathew (tbe eldest. a man of fine constTllCtive 
ability, whose services as superintendent of the con
struction of the 'Yiley Jones Street Car Line, at 
Pine Bluff, Ark., are well remembered), Thomas 
(who died several years ago), Julia (wife of Mr. 
Ben Reed, one of the most pI'ominent colorerl men 
in Pine Bluff), Wiley (the subject of this sketch), 
Taylor (who was murdered in Johnson County, 
Ark., for tbe money on bis person, some years 
ago), ann James (who is manager of Wiley's mel' 
cantile business, a shrewd business man, enjoying 
the confidence of his fellow citizens. both white 
and colored). "Viley was named by his mother, 
for the family physician, vValter. Being some 
what mischievous and wild, but never vicious, he 
was nicknamed "riley, which name he retained, 
although, as he grew to man's estate, he proved to 
be rather sedate and thonghtful. When five years 
of agE'. his fathel' moved b~ wagon.:.; from Georgia 
to ,Jefferson County, Ark., taking with him OV8r 
forty slaves, and his slavE' wife and her children, 
settling on the Gov. Byrd plantation, twelvp miles 
above Pine Bluff, on the Arkansas River, where 
he dipd in 1 ~3S. When on hiR death bed he told 
his wife that he had made provision for the free 
dam of herself and children. Thii" intention of 
her husband to free. his loved ones she maintained 
to the hour of her death, lmt no manumission 

was denif:'u. The family were sold by the admin
istrator of the estate, to one Peter Finerty, who 
belJ them a short time and sold thE'm to Gen. 
J ames Yell, a di~tinguished lawyer and planter of 
Pine Bluff. Wiley was sent to the plantation, and 
JrovE' the gin m nles during the cotton ginning Sf:'a 
son. When only ten) ears of age, on the marriage 
of Pitt~, Gt:·n. Yell's only son, \YilE'Y wa" a mar 
riage gift to thE' young benedict, who made him 
his body Rervant, and treated him kindly. At 
twelvp yeal'R of age hI" drove his mistress' car 
riage horses, and was thp special trusted .'1prvant 
of Col Yell and his wife. "VLile in this service 
he improved himself in every way possible, and 
laid the foundation of that self reliance and sound 
judgment which stamp him now a remarkable 
man. On the inauguration of the Civil \r a1' he 
attended his master as his camp senant. At the 
death of Gen. Yell, who fell while leading a charge 
on a Federal battery, at the battle of Mansfield, 
La., \Yiley at once joined the Yell family, who 
were refugees at '~Taco, Texas. There he served 
as porter in a mercantile house one year. On the 
expiration of his term as porter, he was hired to 
drive wagons, loaded with cotton, to San Antonio, 
Texas. At the close of the war he returned with 
~Irs. Yell to her bome at Monticello, Ark. Set at 
liberty by the emancipation act, he was free to 
take such steps as seemed to him best. Leaving 
1\1onticello, he debated in his mind whether he 
wonld locate in Pine Bluff or Fort Smith, Ark. 
Visiting the latter place, but not being pleased 
with the outlook, he returned to Pine Bluff: re
solving to cast his lot in that city. Being now 
seventepn years of age. and capable of any manual 
labor. he hired, at $20 per month. to a mule driver. 
with whom he worked several months. He then 
contracted with hih old master' B son, Col. Yell, to 
work on his plantation, at $20 per month. In a 
short time, his superior intelligence and adminis 
trative ahility. warranted Col. Yell in placing 
"Viley at the head of his planting interest, giving 
him fnll control, in which capacity llP relllainE'cl 
until the crop~ werE' marketed. 'l'iring of plan

j 
papers could be found, and if such were prepared, tation work, and believing a higher deEotiny 

andthey were destroyed, and the expected freeJom awaited him. Wiley moved to PinE' Bluff 
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hired at a saloon, remaining one year. Having 
madE' some proficiency as a barber at odd 
times, be decided to work at tbat trad8, awl took 
a harber's chair in th8 shop of bis brother in law, 
Bell Reed, \\ here he labored ten years. During 
that time he laid the fonndation of hiH forh1ne, sav ~ 

ing every cent or his f'arningR, paying hi" boal'l1 hy 
waiting OIl the gnests at a botp} near by at meal 
hours. He fonnrl a ready market for the loan of 
his money at the office of a well known broker of 
Pille Bluff, to whom he 10anE'd the principal and 
intere<;t, as it accrned, realizing the largest interest 
the laws allowed. Mr. Jones is now considered a 
wealthy man, and, with unhl'oken success, will 
amass one of the largest fortunf's in the South. He 
is owner of Rome of the most valnable feal estate 
in the eity; is sole owner of the I,V iley Jones Street 
Car Line, now neady six miles long. This street 
rail way is laill with twenty pound steel rails, man 
ufacturec1 by Paddock Hawley Irun Company, of 
St. Louis, expressly rol' the ,Yilpy Jones railway. 
His cars are all new, and are the very best built 
by th€' John Stf>phenson Company, of New York 
City, and the St. Louis Car Company, of St. 
Louts. He renders his road wonderfully attract 
i VI! by securing the best equipment. His car stables 
and barns arA fine and admirably Ruited to the 
8el'vice, and are located on the periphery of his 
belt line. at his beautiful park of fifty five acrE'S, 
Hauth of the city, in which is a half mile racing 
tTack, said to be second to none in the South. Ad 
joining this park are thE' Colored People' 8 Fair 
Ground'!, where if; a handsomf> floral pavilion of 
octagon shapp, and a large and well constructed 
amphitheatre, stock~8tah]e8 and stall,>. all tlH' pl'op~ 
prt} of l\Ir. Jones, and not a cent of debt is owing 
on ·anything. Mr. J oneR is very fond of fine stock, 
and owns some of the finest in the South, among 
which are noted trotters. He is truly a benefactor 
to the deserving of his race, aiding with his ample 
means thos€' who are dispOfled to help themselveR. 
His example and advice are eagerly sought, amI, 
when followed, have re'3ulteJ. favorably to the 
party interested. No man is more liberal with his 
means. where the advancement of his race is the 

object. There are few men of either race who 
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stand higher with hiR fellow citizens, both white 
and colored. He so deports himself toward the 
white race as to commanu respect from all classes; 
hf' if) aH polite and courtponq to the poor white 
labortll' as he is to the man of wealth. While de 
cidec1 in his pulitical views, he is no politicianj he 
is a Hepu111ican in principle, and all earnest worker 
in any canse that he deems just. He is a bt-liever 
in the Christian faith, but is not attached to any 
church as a memlwr; he years ago adopted for 
his guide through life two wordR, "Do right." 
He haR been so engrossed in his business. that he 
has never given thought to contracting marriage. 
He bas always been an early riser; ;S 0' clock finds 
him in the saddle, looking after his many aud 
varied inteH'sts, and he never permits himself to 
rest until he sep" that every branch of his business 
is moving on properly. One has said of him: 
" Who will say the Africa American is not capable 
of becoming a worthy citizen? Looking back to 
1861, and tracing bim step by step from an igno~ 
rant slave to the position that thousands now oc
cupy, we see almost every avocation in life rt'spect 
ably filled by men of a race who, twenty years 
ago, could not boast of even the Rimplest rudi 
ments of an education. ,Vith no means with which 
to begin his new life, but fair intelligence and 
bone and muscle, the subject of this sketch is a 
bright example of what may b~ accomplished by a 
proper use of even that limited capitaL" Wiley 
J ones is a man of gn'1at energy and foresight. 
,Yith a thorough business mind and almost unpar 
alleled industry, be has amassed a handsome fort 
une in a few years, and bids fair to become one of 
the wealthiest mElD in his State. Few men of either 
race have succeeded so well in the South. Having 
no partner in any of his ventures, what he pos
sesse:,:> is truly hit! own; he does not owe a dollar 
that has matured for payment, his motto bf'ing, 
'~Owe no man." HiR portrait herewith presented 
is an excellent representation of this esteemed cit 
Izen. 

William Laporte, a colored property owner, of 
Little Rock, was born at the Post of Arkansas in 

1528, the slave of Charles Gibson. At the age of 
twelve years he ran away to New Orleans, and 

t 
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later to New York going thpnce to ~Windsor, Can
ada. He there negotiated with hiR maf'ter for his 
freedom, after which be returned to tIlt' States, 
engaging as steward on board of a l\Ii!"si..,sippi 
steamer rlnnng the RUmmel', and at hlacksmithing 
during the winter, which trade he had learned. or 
at anything he conld get to do. In thp meantime 
he haa, together witb his mother an<l Ri~tpr, savpcl 
enough to purchasp their freHdolll, and then moved 
to St. Louis with them. In 1)-"~)5 he was engaged 
as a servant by a Mr. Valley, of St. Loni~, who 
was going to Europe, traveling with him through 
Norway, Denmark, SwedE'n, England, France and 
Italy. After his return to America he located in 
] H5f) in Quincy, IlL, and later worked for a farmer 
in Lewis County, Mo., for several years. 1\11'. 

Laporte was married during Fremont'R campaign 
in 1856, in Quincy, Ill., to Miss Clara Howard, 
daughter of J. B. Howard. They were the par 
ents of two children: Emmitte (a l'esirlent of Ed 
wal'dsville, Ill.) and ,Villiam (who died at the age 
of twenty-four). During the war he was at Gales 
bnrg, Ill., until he joined the Fifty fourth Massa
chusetts Infantry, and went with them to Bufma, 
8. C. He was in thf\ battleq of Fort Wagons and 
Stony Hill. At the close of the war he returned 
to Galesburg, Ill., and in 18f)5 left for Memphis, 
Tenn., where he was engaged as a plasterer, com 
ing thence to Little Rock in 11370, where he con
tinued in the plasterer's business. He came here 
without a dollar, but by hard work and close econ
omy, a'3Risted by his worthy companion, has saved 
a sum aggregating $20,000, and now owns nine 
honses in this city. Mr. Laporte married hif> sec 
ond and present wife in 1871, 1\-Iiss -Margie Rohin 
son, who was born in Mississippi in 1~47, the slave 
of Dl'. William Ellis. They have one son who lives 
in St. Louis and is engaged in a flouring mill. Mr. 
and Mrs. Lpporte took a trip through Canada in 
the summer of ] 1389, stopping at ,Yindsor, where 
Mr. I.aporte, so many years hefore had obtained 
his freedom. 

A. M. Middlebrooks, a resiaent of J efl'erson 
County, and worthily identified with Arkansas' in 
terests as a citizen only less than in an official 
capacity, first saw the light of day, February 19,j 
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1R55, in Troup County, Ga., of conrse as a slave 
boy, his mother, Cynthia Middlebrooln:;, being the 
slave of l\Irs. Mahala Middlebrooks; his father was 
a white man by the llame of Isaac Totom, who 
came south and engaged in the _cotton bm;iness, 
as a cotton factor at Griffin, Ga. He died when his 
son Aaron waf, only three week" old. At the 
emancipation all the slaves on the old county farm, 
where Mr. Middlebrooks lived, had to I-iign a con 
tract and remain on the farm with the old slave 
owners until the following Christrna"" in ] 805; 
wheu they were all called to make the cross mark 
none were able to do so but the subject of this 
sketch, who stepped up to the desk and readily 
seized the pen and mct<le his own mark Upon 
this manifestabon to wield the pen, hi" master told 
him he conln soon learn to read and to write, and 
keenly realizing the thought he seized his oppor
tunity and got hold of a ,Yebster spelling hook. 
In less than Rix months he had mastered that little 
but old volum8, one which has contributed to make 
more men and women intellectual athletes than 
any other book ever written by an American 
author. In 186() 69 ]Ul'. 1\-liddlebrooks remained 
on the farm and stucliea hard by the aid of pine 
knot light. He attendec1 night school and l'f'citeu 
bis lessons in orthography, grammar, gpograpby, 
reading and history, with other stuaies, to l\Irs. 
Lucy Davenport. the wife of a Southern planter. 
Having Rhown his earnestness by his studious and 
energetic habits, and indicating that he was greatly 
imbued with the idea of education, the planter's 
wife persuaded the hoy to leave the farm and enter 
the schoo], which advice he heeded and attende<l 
the gralllmal' school under an eminent SouthE'rn 
tutor. From here he became a student at the 
Atlanta University. at Atlanta, Ga., whf'l'e he re 
mained for a number of years, gaining the love 
and sincere respect of both pupils and teacher. 
'Vhen he entered the college at Atlanta, he was 
poor and penniles'3, but his enpl'gy, his" pluck," 
his bright rE'citations, his studious habits and his 
manly conduct, soon brought him financial assist 
ance from both North and South. ODe among his 
., hobbies" is that the negro can never be a race, 

if it depends upon other raceH for succor, hut it t 



HISTORY OF ARKANSAS. 

mU"it work out it., own salvation. He says among 
other good things, that the gre.at maAfi of the negro 
population in the South do not need cla~sical edu 
cation, out a business and an ind.ustrial training. 
He has always stood up for his id8as of what he 
conceived to be right, and while very naturally his 
opinions lllay not always have mf1t uIlivprsal ap 
proval, they have commanded respect and kindly 

·notif'e. In 1880 he was a dAlegatp to the National 
Republican Convention, at Chicago, at that time 
being the youngest member of the convention. 
Again in 185.,1, he was a member of the National 
Convention, at Chicago, fl'om the State of Missis 
sippi, along with Messrs. B. K. Bruce, John R. 
Lynch, Thomas W. Stringer, James Hill and 
others. \Vhen he saw the inevitable conflict and 
prejudice that existed between the whites and the 
blacks of Mihsissippi, he at once took in the situa
tion and determined to corne west. Settling in 
Jefferson County, Ark., for awhile, he engaged as 
tutor in the public schools, but his local party soon 
recognized in him a conservative and forcible 
speaker, and his consistent manner as well as other 
commendable traits soon called him to better fields 
of labor, if not more lucrative ones. In 1888, 
when the Republicans had once more determined 
to give the Democratic pal'ty a hard fight for the 
presidency, and to elect at least two congressmen 
from the State of Arkansas, that party placed J\-Ir. 
l\.1iddlebrooks on the ticket as elector for the 
Second congresbional district of Arkansas. Upon 
clearly appearing before the people, he was at once 
accorded a worthy place as a leader among men, 
and became the confidential friend of thp late con 
gressman elect, John M. Clayton. He was with 
1\1r. Clayton, aiding and abetting his cam;p of con 
test against Han. C. R. Breckenridge; and fore
speing the dangers awaiting the former a day 
or so hefore they came to pass, madp known to 
his friend his fears, stating that he. should not 
remain at Piummerville. rrhe brave reply was: "If 
I knew they would kill me I should remain at my 
post of duty." Mr. l\Iiddlebrooks is now deputy 
revenue collector for the Eastern district of Arkan
"as. In addition to this be has been called upon 
to occupy other positions of public trust, ever man 

ifesting that faithfulne~s and efficiency in the dis
charge of his duties which havf' redounded to hiR 
own credit awl the perfect satisfaction of those 
whose intere~ts hav8 been in his control. He if'! in
deed a citizen who commands the proud respect of 
every Arlcallsan as wpll a:-. rpsidont:-l of all other 
localities, and his example ie; one well worthy of 
emulation. J u]y 2G, 1RS2, Mr. MiddlebrookR 
marrieu MisR Sarah J. Hinton. Thpy are memLerR 
of the Baptist Church, and he belongs to the 
Masonic fraternity. 

A. S. Moon, deputy circuit clerk and recorder. 
is justly conceded to be one' of the most prominent 
colored citizens of Jefferson County. A native of 
that county, he was born on September 16, 1847, 
and was reared awl educated in his birthplace, 
remaining with his mastel', Robert W. ,ralker, 
until he attained his freedom. He then farmed 
with his father for three years, after which he 
taught school in Pine Bluff and throughout the 
county with great success, having received an ex 
cellent education in his youth. In 1Si6 he was 
elected county treasurer, and served one term, aft 
erward holding the office of deputy sheriff and 
collector until the year 1S79, when he again re 
sumed his farm work. In the fall of 1880 Mr. 
Moon was elected circuit court clerk and recorder, 
but turned that office over to 1\11'. Ferd Havis, thE' 
present incumbent, in 1882. He then secured a 
position in the postoffice, and for two years and a 
half was a very efficient delivery ('lerk. The fol
lowing J auuary be came back as deputy, the posi 
tion he at present fills, and has always given entire 
satisfaction even to the smallest details of his dn 
ties. Mr. Moon was married in 1876 to MisR Cor 
nelia Henly, by whom he had four children: Isaac 
A., Edward S., Emma L. and 8adie C., but 10"'t 
his excellent wife in 18'3;3, Mr. Moon is a member 
of the United Brothers of Friendship. of which he 
is secretary, and in religious belief is a member of 
the Presbyterian Church. He has been fairly suc 
cessful in his farming operations, and also owns 
some good property in town, and is held in that 
high respect which good citizenship always brings. 

'Villiam Peters. Among the colored residRIlts of t 
Little Bock, whose honorable career has won ~F 
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admiration of all good citizens, is Mr. Peters, now 
engaged in blacksmithing. He was born in Maury 
County, Tenn., in 1833, the slave of Capt. James 
Peterson, and remained a serv:mt in the family un 
til the emancipation, Juring which time he learned 
the hade of blacksmith, engaging in this business 
after the war. and settling in Little Rock. Mr. 
Petel's was married in 1863, to Phebe Peters, a 
free woman. and half white. They never had any 
children of their own, but have raised fourteen 
orphan children. five of whom they have taken 
and educated since the war: Mitchell Jones. Fan
nie Jones, John Morgan, 'Vill Peter and CoJlie 
Luck, a white boy, who was left with them by his 
father, and who is now between eight and nine 
yeaI'S old. l\lrs. Peters was born in Alabama. and 
was a daughter of a white man, who set her free 
when a child. Upon her father's death, however, 
she was again forced into slavery, anrl did not 
afterward obtain her freedom until about the close 
of hostilities. JHr. Petel's is a strong Rppublican, 
and a highly respected citizen. 

j 

Major P. Pointer, of Jefferson County, has be
come thoroughly identified with the interests of 
this section. He came originally from Tennessee, 
having been born Octob8l' 6, ]8-10. His father, 
,\Tarner Pointer, a native of Virginia, is now liv
ing with him, but his mother, Elizabeth Pointer, 
also a Virginian, is dead. The subject of this 
sketch served in the Federal cause. in the One 
Hundred and Eleventh Tennessee, under Gen. 
Dodge, during the late war, participating in the 
battles of Decatur and Nashville, and at the close 
of that struggle was honorably discharged. In 
1868 Mr. Pointer went into business for himself, 
and now has 360 acres of valuable land, besides a 
fine steam gin. He has ably served thA people as 
school director, and as judge of elections at differ
ent times. He is a Repnblican. and a member of 
Corinthian :iUasonic LodgA. In 1868 he married 
Elizabeth Fields, daughter of ,\Yilliam Fields, 
of Virginia nativity, who was also a soldier in the 
Union Army, under Gen. Rosecrans. 1\11'. and 
Mrs. Pointer have had the following family of 
children (three having died): Edmouia (born De
cember 25, 1867), Warner (born August 4, 1868, 
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died in 18(9), Idella (born December 18, ] B()9, and 
died in 1 S79), Clarence (boTn July 16. 1872), Sum
ner (born l\lay 6. 187-1, died in 187£1), Sarah (born 
July 23, ] 876), Degracie (born February 1£1, 1882). 
Salers (born June 14, 1884) and 'Whitlock (born 
February 23, 1'387). Though pursuing his way 
quietly and unostentatiously, Mr. Pointer has at 
tained to a well deserved position among the coun 
ty' '3 successful residents. 

Simon R. Rawls. In tbis chapter, rlevoted to 
the record of influential citizens of the colored 
race, the name of Mr. Rawls should not be 
omitted, for he is a worthy resident of Jefferson 
County, His father was S. P. Rawls. active in 
the ministry of the African l\lethodist Episcopal 
Church. and one of the organizers of the same, 
his mother being Caroline Rawls. Simon R. was 
born in Missi~sippi, March 4. 1852. In 1870, at 
the age of eighteen, he began life and bURiness for 
himself, and that year married Susanna '\VaI'e, of 
this county. They have had a family of three 
children: Susan Caroline (born February 27. 1872, 
died January 1, 1873), Yirginia (born :May 12, 
1882,) and Ben Powell (born :I\Iarch 17, 18t38). 
Mr. Rawls has been a magistrate for five years, 
and at various times has served as constabJe and 
school director. For nine years he has been a 
member of Steward's Odd Fellows Lodge. He 
and wife belong to the Baptist Church. Mr. Rawls 
owns nine-ty-two and one half acres of excellent 
land. which he is managing in a manner denoting 
a thorough acquaintance with agricultural affairs. 
His efforts deserve good success. 

'V. A. RectOl', a mulatto, and prominent man 
of Little Rock, was born in Little Rock, in 1833, 
the slave of Chester Ashley, being the servant of 
that family until after the emancipation. Follow 
ing this, he located in Little Rock, where he was 
elected city collector, and afterward was elected 
city marshal, in which capacity he served until the 
State went back into the hands of the Democrats. 
He was then elected constable. after having been 
apppointed to that office to fill an unexpired term, 
after which he engaged in the wood business in 
the city. 1Ur. Rector was married at the age of 
twenty to l\Iiss Martha A HinRton who was al 0 
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a slave in the Ashley family. They are the pal' accompanied to AI'kansas, locating in Dallas Coun 
ents of three children: J. E., Annie M. (now ty, at Princeton, where they remained four years. 
widow of ,r. L. Copland, deceased) and Alice (Ufl Camden, Ouachita County, was their stopping 
ceased). J. E. Rector, his son, served as page in place for two yeanl, when A. L. was sold to Parson 
the lower h0l18e in thf' ~tatf' legislature, an(l A. H. Winfield, in 1\Iarch, 18rJO. He then moved to 
afterward attended school. HiR fa.ther wished Little Rock, Ark., remaining two years (until May, 
him to enter the :Military Academy, at \\'est Point, 1858), then to Pine Bluff, where in December, 
and he was appointed as a candidate for entrance 1b5U, he was sold, to C. C. 1\1cAlmont. He was 
to that institution, bnt failed in the examination. freed by the Union army upon its entrance into 
He then returlleu to Little Rock, and was em Little Rock, September 10, 1803. Mr. Richmond 
ployed for fourteen years as superintendent of had learned the carpenter' 8 trade during his serv 
mints. He was elected three successive times as itude, and for twelve years previous to the war 
circuit clerk of the county, but, being counted out, had been allowed his own time, paying his master 
he was not allowed to serve, and was a delegate $JO per month for same. His wonderful business 
of the State at large, to the Republican conven tact necessitated his employing both white and 
tion, in 1888, which nominated Harrison. He is colored men to work for him as carpenter and con 
now in the mail service, between Little Rock and tractor, he having saved $1,200 for the purpose of 
lUemphis. Mr. Rector's first wife died in 18G8. buying his freedom. Since the war he has COil

He afterward married Miss Stagwer, by whom he tinued in his business as contractor, and has been 
had three children: J. K. (a graduate of Lincoln very successful. He owns thirty three houses in 
University, of Pennsylvania, now principal of the Little Rock which bring him $200 per month 
high school at Hot Springs, and studying law), rent. He was married at the age of eighteen to 
Willie L. (deceased) and Charles (also deceased). Miss Mary Brown, a native of Virginia, who is 
1\11'. Rector is the only survivor of the famons Ash- one fourth white. They are the parents of eight 
ley Band. On a return trip from ME'mphis, while children: Alice (who was Mrs. Handy, and died 
furnishing the music at a celebration, the boiler of the mother of three child.l'en), Augustus, (who is a 
the steamer they were on burst, and four of the clerk in the postoffice at Little Rock), Rachel 
brothers were killed, only one of the bodies being (deceased), 'William ( deceased), John (a Methodist 
recovered. Mr. Rector had a marvelous escape. preacher at Newport), Mary (deceased), Annie 
He enjoys a wide and favorable acquaintance (now Mrs. Childress) and ABa, Jr. Mr. Richmond 
throughout this locality, and has won many fl'iends has given all of his cbildren a good education. 
by his upright, consistent course. He is one of the wealthiest colored gentleman of 

A. L. Richmond is numbered among the suh- Little Rock, and highly respected. 
stantial residents of Little Rock, and as a perRon of Calvin Sanders, of Little Rock, was born the 
means and influence is well known. He was born slave of Dr. Allen, of Alabama, in 1837, and was 
in Caswell County, N. C., in 1833, being a son of taken to Mississippi when an infant. At the age 
Lee Richmond, a grandson of his mother's mas of fourteen he was brought to Arkansas and sold 
tel'. Hi", mother was quarter white. When A. to 'William Sanders, a farmer of Pulaski Connty, 
L. Richmond was born, her master was "Billy" witb whom he remained until the emancipation 
Richmond, who at bis death gave hiH slaves to his proclamation. After his purchase by Ml'. Sanders 
son. They then emigrated with their master to he was known as Calvin Sanders, which name bas 
Mississippi in 184:3, the mother subsequently mar- since clung to him. The subject of this sketch 
l'ying Robert Stevens, a colored man; she died in was married at the age of nineteen to Harriet San 

j 
l\IIississippi, having five children by this marriage. 
A. L. Hicbmond came west in 184:8, baving be
come the property of Nat Richmond, whom he 

ders, a slave of '" illiam Sanders. They were the 
parents of nine children, all of wbom are living: 
Emmaline (wife of Jones Ambrose), Oallie (wife of 
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\Villiam \Vilkerson). Sarah (wife of 'Yilliam But 
ler), HenrYl Columbns, \Villiam, Thomas, Hattie 
and Gertrude. After Mr. Sanders obtained his 
freedom he farmed one year north of Little Rock 
and then caDle to tbp city, where his active efforts 
have since been crowned with success. He is now 
worth considE'rable property and is the owner of a 
fine block, on which he has built ten hou5es. In 
18G8 he was elected alderman from the second 
ward, in which capacity he served two years. 
Subsequently he bought a farm of 160 acres, about 
six miles south of Little Rock. which he still 
owns, besides two lots in the capital, one being 
that upon which he lives at present. l\Ir. Sanders 
was in :l\1cCray's brigade, Glenn's l'egiment, 
dtuing tbe "aI', and took part in tbe battle of 
Helena and a few other engagements. He is an 
enterprising citizen, bas some money out at inter~ 
est. and is treasurer of the I. O. O. F. Lodge, at 
Little Rock. 

j 

J. H. Smith. justly considered one of the leading 
practicing dentists of Little Rock, and well known 
throughout the State and Pulaski County as a 
prominent colored citizen, was born in Camden, 
Del., of free parents, on December -1-, 184:3. 'When 
four or five years of age his parents removed to 
New Jersey, where they resided until his father's 
death, in the meantime attending the schools at 
Penn's Grove. Soon aftf'l' losing his father young 
Smith went to New York City. in 1853, where he 
entered the employ of 1\1rs. J. Bastrop, in the 
capacity of private secretary, at the same time at 
tending school. From New York Cit~~ he went to 
Philadelphia and began the study of dentistry with 
Dr. Clark, a celebrated dentist of that period and 
a friend of 1\1rs. Bastrop. He afterward entered 
the office of Drs. Longfellow & Kennard. and re 
mained in Philadelphia for three years, fitting 
himself for college. About that tiDle he was 
drafted in the army. but upon learning this fact 
his kind :hiend, 1\1rs. Bastrop. hired a sub~titute 
and paid him $1,100, doing this without the knowl 
edge of Smith. Pre"ions to this Dr. Smith was 
one of four young men who waited on Gov. Sey 
monr, of New York, for permission to raise a com 
pany of colored soldiers, hut the Governor refused 
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to allow the company to be raised. In 1bf);3, when 
he was prepared to entered college, he was refused 
admittance on account of his color. so hf' returned 
to his preceptors and remained another year, at 
the end of which time Drs. Kennard, Longfellow 
& Flagg then examined him and gave him a eel' 
tificate. Dr. Smith first located for practice in 
Pittsburgh, Penn., where he did fairly well. but 
one year later removed to Ohicago. and began the 
practice of dentistry, and at the same time took a 
scholarship in the Bn~iness College. which he at ~ 
temled at night. In this city he lost all of his 
effects in the fire of 1gil, and then came direct to 
Little Rock, and from thence to the lower part of 
the State, where he commpnced teaching school in 
order to earn money and purchase new instru 
ments. In 1818 he commenced practicing his 
profession in Little Rock, since "hich time 1e has 
had splendid success, his practice increasing every 
year. He owns a good two story residpnce at 707 
Broadway. fitted up in an elegant manner, but with 
quiet and modest taste, and the walls are adorned 
with some oil paintings from the Doctor's brnsh, 
which are truly workfi of art. He is also an in 
ventoI' of some note, having invented a peach 
stoner. for which he was offered $10,000 cash, but 
refused it. This machine is now manufactured by 
the Clark Novelty Company, of Rochester, N. Y., 
who pay Dr. Smith a handsome royalty. He 
also patented what is known as Smith's Patent 
\Veather Board Gange, by which a carpenter can 
put weather boarding on a house much ea~ier and 
faster than in the old way. Dr. Smith has held 
some honorable positions. He was one of the 
Garfield electors of the State; was appointed hy 
the Government as one of the commissionert" at the 
'World' s Exposition in Ne'\\T Orleans. in 1SC\-1-. He 
is the founder of tlle Colored State Fair, at Pine 
Bluff, the stockholders of which represent more 
than ~300, 000 in real property. He is also the 
founder of severa] minor institutions, whicb have 
for their object the well being of his people. Dr. 
Smith was Dlarried. in I810

J 
to :l\Iiss Florence 

Irine Gulliver, of Indianapolis. Ind., by whom he 
has han three children: Charles, Girtrude and 
Beatrice In religious belief the Doctor and h' t 
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wife are members of the Presbyterian Church, anJ 
take a deep interest in religious and educational 
matters. ~Irs. Smith's mother having died a few 
months ago, in Indianapolis, has left a consider 
able property to be divideJ between Mrs. Smith 
and her sister. This, added to what the Doctor 
and his wife already have, will place them ill easy 
circumstances for life. 

:Pleasant Tate, one of the most prominent col 
ored men in J eff'erson Oounty, Ark., as well as one 
of the most successful, was born in Rutherford 
County, Tenn., about the year 1814:. He remained 
in his native county until he had reached his sev
enteenth year, and then moved to Brownsville, 
West Tenn., where Le resided twelve years. At 
the end of that time he located in Alabama and re
mai);led four years, and next lived in Mississippi 
until the year 1869, when he came to Arkansas 
and located in Phillips County. The following 
ye.ar he came to where he now resides, and by 
his wonderful spirit of energy and industry has 
become a man of high standing anJ prosperity. 
Mr. Tate was owned by a dozen different masters 
during the days of slavpry, his last proprietor be
ing a man named Abner Tate, who was also the 
owner of Rachel, Pleasant Tate's wife. Mr. anJ 
Mrs. Tate were the parents of six children: Clay
ton (who is successfully farming in Jefferson 
County), Martha (wife of Nelson Woodford, a 
farmer in the same county), Henderson (who re
sides with his father), Amanda (wife of Perry 
Palm), Moses and Pleaf;ant (who reside with their 
father). When the elder Tate first came to Arkan 
sas he was supplied with a iittle money that he had 
saw'd in Mississippi. His first tLought then was 
to increase his capital and make an independent po 
sition for himself in the world. How well he has 
succeeded is shown by his present condition in life, 
as he is th8 owner of about 537 acres of lanu, 
which has no superior in the county, and is worth 
altogether $40,000. t:>uch a man is entitled to the 
highest respect in his community, as he haR proven 
by his career while a resident of J eiferson County 
that his citizenship is valuable. 

George W. 'Valker, of J eiferson County, is not 
unknown to the many readers of the present vol 
ume, and is a man active in the development of the 
community. He was born in Morgan, Ga., in 1833, 
his father being Thomas \Valker, who when last 
heard from was at Columbus, Ky. His mother, 
Hannah (Shepherd) Walker, died in 1883. There 
were ten children in his father's family, of wu-6m 
only two sisters are now living. Mr. \Valker is 
the possessor of 138 acres of the best land, which 
he tills in a manner indicating thrift and energy. 
He also owns a fine cotton-gin. He is a prominent 
Republican, and since 1876 has served as magis
trate. He and his wife are members of the Bap 
tist Church. In 1858 Mr. 'Valker married, in 
Drew County, Ark., Miss Amelia Hf'rd, by whom 
he had one boy, Gus., who is living, at the age of 
twenty-eigbt. His wife having died, Mr. Walkel" 
married Ellen Washington, March 25, 1885. 

Solomon -VVinfrey, another esteemed colored 
resident of Little Rock, was born in Maury County, 
Tenn., in 1833, being the slave of James Black. 
He was given to the daughter of his master, by 
whom he was taken to Arkansas about 1850. Here 
they remained a short while, and then returned to 
Tennessee. His mistress in one or two years I'e
turned to Arkansas, where she made her hOIDf'. 
In 1833 Mr. 'Yin£rey was married to Rebeca Yer
ger, the slave of the late Judge Feilds, and he got 
Mr. ,,7 atkins to purchase him that he might re 
main with his family. He continued a slave of 
the Watkins hmily until the emancipation. After 
the war he commenced work for himself as hrick
mason and plasterer, and is now one of the leading 
contractors of Little Rock, Ark. He has by hard 
work and economy not only given his children a 
good education, but bas acquired somp excellent 
property, with four houses. He is the father of 
four children, two of whom are now deceased: Al 
len A., Thomas, J. P. 'Y. and a Mrs. Bush. Mr. 
\Y infrey has eleven grandchildren. He is a strong 
Republican, and a member of the First Congrega
tional Church, as is also his family; he is also a 
member of the A. F. & A. M. 
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ADDENDUM. 

The following sketch reached the publishers 
too late to insert in regular order, and com;equent 
ly is given prominent mention at this place: 

Francis H. Oonway, count) surveyor of Pulaski 
County, Ark. A number of years passed in a sin 
cere and earnest endeavor to thoroughly discharge 
every duty incumbent upon the official positions 
Mr. Conway has :filled, have served to ~how that 
he has established the reputa,tion of being an accu
rate business man. He was born in St. Louis, 
Mo., on Mey 17, 184~, and was the youngest son 
of Frederick Rector Conway, and his wife, Mar
tha L. Conway, a native of Orange County, Va., 
and a daughter of James and Lucy (Burton) Col 
lins. Frederick Rector Conway and Martha L. 
Collins were manied on J\Iay 18, 1830, in Howard 
County, Mo., and had in all six children, all na 
tives of St. Louis, .Mo. The eldest, James Rec 
tor Conway, was born on April 7, 1~37, and died 
on September J J, 1837. The next was Lucy Ann 
Conway, born on December 15, 1888; Thomas 
Frederick Conway was born on July 29, 18J1; 
Andrew J\lay Oonway, October 8, 1842; Mary Eliz
abeth OOllway, born October 13, 1845, and died 
January 4, 1848. The mother, Martha L. Con
way, died on June 1, 1849, and was buried in lot 
No. 329, in block No. 93, in Bellefontaine ceme
tery, Ileal' St. Louis, Mo., where her two children 
who had died were buried; and there llE'r 
hl'Other, May B. Collins, was afterward interred. 
Francis H. Oonway, the youngest child mE'ntioned, 
was placed by his fathpr with his brother in law, 
,Yilliam Shields and his wife, Eliza Shields, in 
Boone Connty, Mo., who took carE' of him six or 
SE'VE'n years until his father moved from St. Louis 
to Boone Oounty, and settled near Oolumbia. In 
the year 1839 Frederick Rector Conway was mar 

j 
ried to Mrs. Ellen A Jarvis, a daughter of Rich1'-:Chinn, of Kentucky, and the widow of Dr. 

Jarvis (deceased). By thi8 marriage two sons were 
born. ThE' elder, James Langridge Oon way, born 
January 31, 1801, is a printer in Kansas City, Mo., 
and the younger, Elias Cabell Conway, born about 
two years subsequent. is engaged in mining near 
Silver City, N. M. At SilvE'r Oity, N. M., Thom
as Frederick Conway, a lawyer, resides, and his 
sister, Lucy Ann Conway, lives with him. Andrew 
May Conway makes his home in Ashley, Pike 
County, lUo., and is a physician. Francis H. 
Conway lives in Little Rock, Ark. None of the 
children of Frederick Rector Conway have mar 
I'ied, except Dr. Andrew May Conway. Thomas 
Conway, the father of Frederick Rector Conway, 
moved with his family from Tennessee (where he 
had settled after he was married) to Missouri, and 
resided for some time in St. Loui'3, afterward 
going to Howard County, Mo., and '3ettling and 
making a plantation three miles east of Glasgow, 
and ten miles west of Fayette. the county seat 
of Howard Cuunty, where he lived until his 
death. Frederick Rector Conway, remained in St. 
Louis, and after the lapse of ) ears was made United 
SLates recorder of }<'rench and Spanish land claims 
in Missouri, Arkansas and Louisiana, and was one 
of the board of three commissioners (the other two 
being DI'. Lewis F. Lynn and A. J. Harrison) for 
adjudicating French and Spanish land claims in 
Missouri, Arkansas and Louisiana, and he was also 
afterward United States surveyor general of the 
district composE'd of the States of J\Iissouri and 
Illinois, which was the last public officE' held by 
him. He died on December 18, 181.1, and was 
buried in the cemetery at Oolumbia, Boone Connty, 
~Io., in the same lot wherE' the remain'3 of his 
father, Thomas Conway, and his brother, Thomas 
Asbury Conway (who was the sixth son, and who 
had been a merchant and died about the age of 
twenty.four YE'a1'8) now rest. His mothE'l', aftE'r she 
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became a widow, went and lived with her youngest 
80n~ Elias N. Conway, at his home in Little Rock, 
Ark., until her death, and was there buried in 
Mount Holly cemetery; there in the same lot i8 
also buried her fifth Bon, William Oonway, who 
had been judge of the circuit COlut, and also a 
judge of the supreme court of the StatB of Arkun
Has. Frederick Rector Oonway had in all six 
brothers and three sisters. His oldest brother, 
Henry ·Wharton Oonway, was a lieutenant in the 
war with England, in 1814 and 1815, under Gen. 
Jackson, until detailed to aid Com. Laurence, in 
battle at Mobile Bay, which resulted in thE' capt 
ure of the British fleet there. After the war 
was over, Hpnry 'Yharton Oonway was retained 
in the regular army of the United States, until he 
resigned. A"\ter tbe United States land office was 
established at Little Rock, for the district of Ar 
kansas, he was appointed the first receiver of pub
lic moneys of the United States, for said district, 
and not long aIter. he was elected delegate in con 
gress, for the Territory of Arkansas, and was sub 
sequently twice re elected to that position. After 
his third election, he received a wound in a duel, 
from which he died on the ninth day, and was 
buried at the Post of Arkansas [See page 109J. 
Henry Wharton Oonway was the oldest child of 
Thomas and Ann Oonway, and next came their 
daughter Eliza, who married ':Villiam Shields, a 
native of Maryland, for many y~ars county surveyor 
of Boollf' Oounty, Mo., and an accurate and efficient 
business man of the strictest integrity; he and wife, 
Eliza, baving died, were buried in the cemetery 
at Columbia, leaving two of their children Buniv 
ing: l\Irs. Sarah Maria Pratt (of Columbia, Boone 
County, Mo., now the widow of the late George 
C. Pratt, who had been a profeR80r in the ~tate 

University of Missouri, and afterward a civil en 
gineer on various railroads, and subsequently sec 
retary for the board of railroad commissioners 
of Missouri, and after that, before his death, was 
elected and served for many years as one of the 
railroad comrnis,ioners), James Rector Shields (the 
snrviving son of \Villiam and Eliza Shields, is a 
lawyer, now of Wichita, Ka'l. ). James Severe 
Conway, the Recond son of Thomas and Ann Coo-

Ie 2 2.

way, was the first United Statl?'s surveyor general 
of public lands, for the district of Arkansas, and 
afterward the firRt Governor of the State of Arkan
Ras, and he died at his reRidence, at 'Valnut Hlll, La 
Fay(ltte County, Ark., on March 3, 1855, and was 
there lmried; his widow subsequently died, and was 
abo buried tht're. Next came Frederick Rector 
Conway, the fourth child, and third Bon mentioned, 

. and following him was John Rector Oonway, the 
fourth son, who was a physician of high standing, 
and died and was buried in San Fran('isco, Cal. 
rfhen ('ame 'Yilliam Conway, before mentioned, 
and afterward Sarah Hundley Conway, whose first 
husband was Joseph M. Sheppard, who was a mer
chant, and later, until his death, a surveyor of 
public lands of the United States, and is buried 
in Mount Holly cemetery, at Little Rock, Ark., 
leaving surviving him his widow and three chil
dren: Thomas. 0. Sheppard (who was a first lieu 
tenant in the Confederate Army, during the late 
Civil War, and was killed in battle~ near Atlanta, 
Ga.), and his younger brother, 'Villiam A. Shep 
pard (who was a soldier in a regiment or Oonied 
erate troops of Texas, died while in service at 
Pine Bluff, Ark., and was buried there). His 
daughter, Ann Elizabeth Sheppard, first married 
Thomas Cryar, a cotton planter on Big Red River, 
Ark., and some years after his death, sbe married 
Dr. Bronson, of Columbus, Hempstead County, 
Ark., and afterwa!d they moved and settled, and 
they now live, near Los Angeles, Cal., wbere Dr. 
Bronson is a practicing physician. N ext came 
Thomas Asbury Conway, before mentioned. All 
of the relatives of Francis H. Conway, herein re
ferred to, are dead. Elias Nelson Conway, the 
seventh son, was auditor of public accounts of the 
Htate of Arkansas twelve years, and afterward 
Governor of the State of Arkansas for eight years, 
and went out of office November 14, 1860, since 
which timfl he has declined to hold any officI?', and 
is still living in Little Rock, Ark. Mary Ann Oon 
way married William Pelham, who was United 
States surveyor general for the district of Arkan
sas, and after the acquisition of New Mexico and 
the adjoining conntry to the Pacific Ooast was t 
appointed surveyor general of the pllblic land~r 
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the United States for the district established, with 
the office at Santa Fe, N. M., and held the office 
until he resigned, and retulined to his home, near 
lVlanchack Springs, Tex., where he died, leaving 
his widow and one child: Mrs. Teneyck (who is 
also a widow), surviving him, and they are both 

ARKANSAS. 

still living. Thus all of the ten children ot 
Thomas and Ann Conway, the grandfather and 
grandmother of Francis H. Conway, are mentioned. 
Thomas and Ann Conway were natives of the State 
of Virginia, and their children were all natives of 
Greene County, Tenn. 
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