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Valuable Hand-Books of Games.

ELEMENTS OF DRAUGHTS ; or, Beginners’
Sure Guide. Containing a thorough and minute exposition of every
principle separately explained ; together with Model Games Illustrative
of all the Openings. Illustrated with diagrams exhibiting critical
positions to be won or drawn by scientific play. By I. D. J. SweET,
Draught Editor of The New Yoark Clipper.

This is a very fine book, and acknowledged authority on all Games of

Draughts...cievannaae seessasssrsasisvervuecvesers. Price 50 Cents,

An elegant edition, cloth, gilt lettered.... ceasvevveo..  Price 75 Cents,

CHESS PLAYER’S INSTRUCTOR ; or, Guide
to Beginners. Containing all the information necessary to acguire a
knowledge of the game; with diagrams Illustrative of the various
movements of the pieces. By CHarLEs HENRY STANLEY, Chess Editor
of Harper's Weekly.

This InsTrucTOR has never had a superior. It is very meatly and strongly

bouUNd.se.eiecosanriaavosarenanans.,s seve..Price 50 Cents,

An elegant edition, cloth, gilt lettered....ccavessss....Price 753 Cents,

CLIPPER CHESS PROBLEM TOURNAMENT.
To which a large number of original and a few selected positions have
been added—being the splendid collection of Chess Stratagems for
which 2he New York Clipper recently awarded several Gold and Silver
Medals, together with many additional original problems, in from two to
sizty-two moves, by the first American masters. Edited by Myron J.

. Hazrvuring, Esq., Chess Editor of The New York Clipper.

A small 82mo, elegantly bound in cloth. and handy to put in the pocket.
Price $1.00

MORPIHY'S MATCH GAMES. Being a Full
and accurate account of his most astounding successes abroad, de-
feating, in almost every instance, the Chess celebrities of Europe.
Edited, with copious and vuluable notes, by CHARLES Hlxn STANLEY,
author of “ The Chess Player’s Instructor.” .

This valuable acquisitiom to Chess Literature contains a splendid portrait
of Paul Morphy, the Chess Champion of the world, engraved on steel, in the
highest style of modern art, By J. C. Burrre, Esq., being an accurate and
most perfect transter of one of Brady’s most successful photographs, together
with a fac-simile of Mr. Morphy’s autograph, and bound in flexible muslin.

Price 50 Cents.

WS Copies of any of the above Books sent lo any address in the Uniled States or
Canada, postage free, on receipt of price. Address
R. M. DE WITT, Publisher,

Ne. 33 ROSE STREET, N. Y.
(Between Duane and Frankfort Streeis.)




GET THE BEST! GET THE BEST!

DE WITT'S PERFECT ORATOR.

COMPRISING A GREAT NUMBER OF

Readings, Recitations, Dialogues, and Harangues,

¥From the Most Celebrated Tragedies, FPoems and
Speoches. Added to which are Very Carefully Come-
posed Prefatory Remarks; Mistorical, Explanatory
and Instructive. Together with a Number of Useful
Suggestions as to the Stage Arrangements, Making
the Contumes, Scenery, Eic., Etc.

THIS BOOK TEACHES PLAINLY

How to Bet a Stage, How to Get up Amateur Plays.

How to Arrange Scenery, . How to Recite Heroic Poetry.

How to M ke Dresses. How to Read Puthetic Pieces.

How to Guard Against Fire. How to PROPERLY DELIVER nesrly
How to Dispose Scenery. ONE HBUNDRED SPEECHRH and
How to Enter and Exit. POEMS, written by the wisest,
How to Declaim Tragedy. most eloquent and popular Dram-
How to Enact Comedy. atista and Poets of the World.
How to Study and Rehearse.

'THIS BOOK

Has a FOLL pa@r oarefully drawn and elegantly engraved Picture of a
PERFEOTLY SET 8T4GE, with full verbal descriptions; so that one who has
never seen a Stage; can arrange the Scenery, Properties, Drop Curtain, Lighta,
and all the paraphernalia, as well as a Regular Stage Manager or Prompter.

THIS ROOK

. 'Will be a Guide to the Young Reader,
‘Will be a QGuide to the Youthful Amateur.
Will be a Guide to the Young Stage Managex.
‘Will be a Guide to the Young Prompter.
‘Will be a Guide to the Young Lawyer.
Will be a Guide to the Young Elocutionist,
‘Will be a Guide to the Young Minister.
‘Will be a Guide to the Young Debater.
‘Will be a Guide to the Young Tragediam,
. Will be a Guide to the Young Cemediam,
‘Will be a Guide to the Young T

IN SHORT,

Thare is no subject connected with scTing and ELocUTION, too d or too
trivial, to escape comment and elucidation, in the pages of “DE WITTS
PERFECT ORATOR.”

This book contains over 200 pages, bound in boards, with a splendid illa-
minated cover. Price.......eov.cveisnentcsacaincioiaoas saneane 50 Cents.

A handsome and durable edition of this work, bound in cloth, elegantly
lettered in gilt. Prict....cenecvvccececasaiananes cereanes PP, 75 Cents,

W™~ Copiex of the above Beok sent lo any addrsss sn the Unded Slates or
Canadas, posiage free, on reoeipt of price. Address.

R. M. DE WITT, Publisher,

Ne. 33 ROSE STREET, N. X,
(Betwen Dusns and Frankfor: Sirseld
iﬂr




DE WITT'S * FORGET-HE-NOT " SONG BOOKS,

This series of * Songsters” is superior to any published. FEach of these
books is a real ‘“ Singer’s Library " in itself. They are handsomely printed,
and strongly and prettily bound; are of the most handy shape and size.
Each book contains about fwo hundred and fifty songs. And the very flower
of the kind of songs to which it is allotted. TUnusual care has been taken to
search for every real good old song, as well as to obtain every first-rate new
one. The most devoted lover of song can hardly recall a ballad that he will
not find here in all its integrity—not a word added, not a word omitted. Buf
not only is this series of books complete; they are likewise of marvellous
cheapness, The Dr Wirt * ForaeT-Me-NoT”? SONGSTERS are really, truly,
and unquestionably the best and cheapest song books ever offered to the publie.

Two Huxprep AND Firry first-rate Songs--handsomely printed and
finely bound—for Forr¥ CENTS & Volume.

DPE WITT'S IRISH FORGET-ME-NOT S'ONGSTER. One
Volume, Cloth, Gilt. 230 Songs. Price 40 cents.
This volume is studded with gems of Irish song—including the master-
pieces of Moore, Lever, Lover, and that glorious galaxy of song writers
whose genius has flooded Ireland with metrical glory.

DE WITT'S SENTIMENTAL FORGET-ME-NO'T SONG=~
ster. One Volume, Cloth, Gilt. 250 Songs. Price 40 cents.
A melange of truly beautiful Songs and Ballads. Every song that is ten-
der, touching, pathetic, melting or full of hallowed memories will be found in
this work, Songs that are linked to the loveliest tunes,

PE WITI'S COMIC FORGET=-ME«-NOT SONGSTER. One
Volume, Cloth, @ilt. 250 genuine Comic Songs. Price 40 cents.
Pilled “chock full” of all the tip-top, truly jolly, quaintly drell, im-
mensely funny, rollicking, racy, genuine old-fashioned Comic Songs. Songs
to set a circus, a variety show, or a jovial dinner party in an uproarious roar.
Hip, hip, hurrah.

DE WITI'S SERYO-COMIC FORGET-MIE-NOT SONG=
ster. One Volume, Cloth, Gilt. 230 Songs. Price 40 cents.

Among the two bundred and fifty songs, will be found the chiefest ballads
warbled by beautiful blondes in burlesques, the favorites of the starsof
Opera Bouffe, besides lots of semi-sentimental songs, the delight of every
refined musical meeting. .

BT Copies of any of the above Books will be sent, fres of posiage, on receipé of
the relail price. .
Send Cash Orders to R, M. DE WITT, Publisher,
No. 33 ROSE STREET, N, Y.
(Between Duane and Frankfort Streefs.)
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NAPOLEON’S

COMPLETE DREAM BOOK.

CONTAINING FULL, PLAIN AND AGCURATE EXPLANATIONS OF
FORTUNE - TELLING BY DREAMS, VISIONS, ETC,

The only True and Reliable Treatise (consulied by the
Great Corsican) upon that mest Useful and Marvel-
lous Art. Compiled from Original Sources. 'To=
gether with an Anecdotical Acconnt of Re=-
markable Visions and Apparitions, and a
General Dictionary of the Signification of
Dreams and Reveries. Arranged and
explained in the most Familiar and
Intelligible Manner, for the In=
struction of ordinary readers,

BY MADAME CAMILLE LE NORMAND,

The Modern Sibyl, and authoress of “ Fortune-Telling by Cards,” ete.

CONTENTS.
PART L PART III.
Preliminary Notice. Bomnambulism, Second _®ight,
Second Birht: or, the Correct In- Visions., — Authenticated in-
terpretation of Dreams. stances of wonders while in
Remarkable Dreams, Visions, Or- sleep, and of Prevoyance.
acles, etc. A Clairvoyant Dream.
Qeneral Explanation of Dreams, Swedenborg's Waking Vision.
Visions, ete, Beeing with the Eyes closed.
PART IL Natural Becond Sight.
. Zschokke’s * Inward Sight”
Truthful Explanation of Dreams, Prevoyant Vision of John Knox.
Visions, Omens and Forewarn- The Ropemsaker of Nuremberg.
ings, placed in alphabetical or- Dr. Petetin's Patient.
der, and interpreted in accord- The Estatica of Bologna.
ance with the teachings of the Alexis the Seer.
wisest authorities, together with The Bexton at Rudbaxtom.
designation of num bers fortunate* A Protective Apparition.
for human happiness, bearing re- ~ A Pastor's Vision,
lation to dreams and visions be- Buckingham’s Murder,
neath every possible aspect.

What Napoleon was to Generals this work is to Dream
Books, away ahead and above them all. No other
Dream Book contains a tithe of its contents, All clear=
ly and plainly showmn, so that the least learned can
understand both the words and the pictures.

This book contains over 200 pages, bound in boards, with a splendid

illuminated cover. Price 50 Cents.
A handsome and durable edition of this work, bound in cloth, elegantly
lettered in gilt. Price 75 Cents.

BT~ Copees of the above Book sent lo any address in the United Stass or Can-
ada, free of pesiage, on reseipt of retasl price. Send Cash Orders to

R. M. DE WITT, 88 Rose St., New York,
RBetween Duane and Frankfort Streets.

-
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WEBSTER’S

BUSINESS MAN;

OR,

Counting-House Correspondent.

Containing Plain, Practical Directions for Carrying
on every Kind of Commercial and
Banking Business,

Including Mercantile Letters on very Conceivable Sub=
ject, Laws and Usages of Banking and Brokcerage,
Forms and Official Papers of Shipping, Insurance,
etc., etc, Also containing an Extensive and very
Useful Glossary of Words and Phrases used in Com-
mercial and Banking Circles. Together with a very
Full Expeosition of the Specie and Paper Currency of
the Whole World, and their Intrinsic and Nominal
Value.

BY THE AUTHOR OF

‘ WEBSTER'S GHAIRMAN’S MANUAL,” ¢ WEBSTER'S RECITHR,” WEBSTBR'S PRAC-
TICAL LRTTER-WRITER,” ETC., ETO.

WEBSTER’S BUSINESS MAN treats upon every topic incidental
to the experience of a business man, Whiie ifs main design isto instruct the
reader in the details of eommercial correspondence, the subject matter of these
specimen letters embrace all points of interest to the general trader.

Prominence has been given to banking, and the relationship between bank-
ers and their dealers, inasmuch as hundreds of thousands of persons main-
taining aecounts of deposit and discount, are in ignorance of the duties of
bankers and of the the rights and privileges of the dealer.

To the body of the work has been appended :—

1. A Qlossary of the Technicalities of Commerce, or terms employed by mer-
cantile men at home and abroad, as a peculiar and distinctive language not
familiar to the general reader.

2. A table of moneys in which mereantile accounts are kept in various
éoreign countries, information all important to dealers in imported merchan-

ize; and

3. Several forms of important documents not to be found in a majority of
works upon book-keeping.

This work has been submitted to the perusal of several of our most eminent
bankers and traders, and has invariably met with their approval.

This Book contains over 200 pages, bound in boards, with a splendid illume-
inated cover. Price 50 Cemnts,

A handsome and durable edition of this work, bound in eloth, elegantly
lettered in gilt, Price 75 Cents.

BF™ Copies of the above Book sext to any address, post-paid, on respt of relad

™" BOBERT M. DE WITT, Publisher,
33 Rose Street, (Beween Duane and Fronkfort 8., N. Y.\

-
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WEBSTER’S

READY-MA]I)E LOVE LETTERS.

COMPRISING EVERY STYLE AND KIND

NOTE AND LETTER,

TUPON EVERY IMAGINABLE OCCASION, FROM THE VERY
FIRST ACQUAINTANCE UNTIL MARRIAGE, FROM
LADIES TO GENTLEMEN, AND FROM
GENTLEMEN TO LADIES,

‘WITH FULL DETAJLS OF THE

CUSTOMS AND ETTIQUETTE OF COURTSHIP AND MARRIAGE.

TO WHICH IS ADDED
A COMPLETE DICTIONARY OF POETICAL QUOTATIONS,

RELATIVE TO

LOVE, COURTSHIP, AND MARRIAGE.

BY THE AUTHOR OF

‘ WEBSTER'S PRACTICAL LETTER-WRITER,’ ‘ WEBSTER'S CHAIR-
MAN'S MANUAL,” * WEBSTER'S BUSINESS MAN,"

AND ‘ WEBSTER'S BECITER.”

L

A AT G

~

NEW YORK:
ROBERT M. DE WITT, PUBL
No. 33 Rose Streer,

{BETWEEN DUANE AND FRANKFORT STREETS.)

Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 1873, by Roszrt M. DE
‘W1rT, in the office of the Librarian of Congress, at Washington, ). C,



THE HWEBSTER”}STANDARD )SERIES.

WEBSTER’S PRACTICAL LETTER-WRITER.

WEBSTER’S RECITER ; or, ELocution MaDE Easy,

WEBSTER’S BUSINESS MAN ; orR, COUNTING-HOUSE
CORRESPONDENT.

WEBSTER’S CHAIRMAN’S MANUAL AND SPEAK-
ERrs’ GUIDE.

WEBSTER'S READY-MADE LOVE-LETTERS.

** The above books are all handsome 12mos. Price, in boards, 50 centa
each, In cloth, gilt lettered, 75 cents each.

THE “ WEBSTER”? SIANDARD SERIES

contains five of the very best practical works on the different subjects to which
they are devoted. The titles, as given above, comprehensive as they may
seem, convey but an imperfect idea of the thoroughness and completeness
with which each subject and all its divisions and subdivisions are treated.
These books have no competition in their line. All competition is distanced
by their manifest superiority. The most able authors and experts have entirely
exhausted all the topies upon which each book treats. Any and all of these
books may be relied upon as the best and most copious anthority npon the sub-
jeet to which it is devated. Btudy carcfully any one of these books and you are
thoroughly aequainted with all necessary details,

In keeping with the excellence of the literary department is the typo-
graphical execution. These books are as ornamental in the parlor as they are
indispensably useful in the study.

PusLisHED BY ROBERT M. DE WITT, New York.

&5 Sent by mail, posiage prepaid, to any part of the
United States, on receipt of price.



READY-MADE LOVE LETTERS. 3

aeN

PREFACE.

Frw persons are naturally possessed of the faculty of cirrying
on a correspondence upon any subject. To write a good letter is
an extremely hard task, even to those whose education has been
by no means neglected. Many persons really well informed and
fluent in conversation, find their ideas vanish and their words dis-
appear the moment they take a pen in hand. Some, again, have
such a flow of words, but such an absence of style and finish, that
the sentences, instead of moving in proper sequence and regular
order, like a well-disciplined regiment, rush along, jostling each
other, like a confused mob. Still others, again, have no know-
ledge of the arts of punctuating, capitalizing, and rendering into
paragraphs ; consequently their meaning is scarcely to be made
out. even by themselves, after a day or two have elapsed.

It is for the aid and assistance of all such classes that this work
is written.

It will be found as nearly perfect as such a book can possibly be.

Letters will be found in the following pages suitable to every
circumstance that can possibly arise in the progress of that de-
vious passion, True Love, which Shakespesre tells us ““ never did run
smooth,”

The person about to copy a letter from this work can readily
add a few thoughts or facts to the original, if such should be de-
sirahle.

\

e 2925
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4 BREADY-MADE LOVE LETTERS.

_As “Jove-letter ” writing often leads to, or accompanies, court-
ship and marriage,”we have introduced into this volume a careful
resumé of all the rules and observances necessary to govern one in
such cases.

Added to all this will be found a collection of poetical quota-
tions, most suitable to garnish and ornament any love 'epistle.
These selections are from the greatest masters of the ‘divine
art; ” and among them will be found sentiments “such as oft
were thought, but ne’er so well expressed.”

It will be seen from the foregoing remarks that this book is at
once a “Complete Love-Letter Writer,” a * True Guide to Court-
ship and Marriage,” and a “Perfect Dictionary of Poetical ‘Quota-
tions, on the subject of Love in all its shapes.”

THE AvTHOR.
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CONTENTS OF WEBSTER'S
READY-MADE LOVE LETTERS,

PAGE,

PREFACE.cesesertanrcrencenan [P, ceeenee eree 3
TrRUE ETIQUETTE OF COURTSHIP . .9
PriFATORY REMARKS . e 9
First, Step in Courtship. eee 10
Etiguette of Courtship..eeevovioniiavenininnan.n, ves 13
‘What the Lady Should Observe Durm" (,uurtslnp. ‘ea ceess 14
‘What the Gentleman Should Observe During Courtshlp ..... 14
PresentS.c..seesereccces cocoracssnsrencraan 15
The Proposal-ca-vceeriaersen . 16
Retusal by the Young Lady Ceretaeireraiiaen 17
Counduct of the Gentleman when his Addresaes are ReJecte . 17
Refusal by the Lady's Parents or Guardians..........,.... 18
ETIQUETTE OF AN ENGAGEMENT..v0cvueuan... ... 19
19

Conduct of the Lady During her Betrothul.... .
Conduet of the Gentleman LTowards the Famlly of hls Behothed cee 20

Conduct ot the Lady on Retiring from her Engagement

Conduct of the Gentleman on Retiring irom his Engagement.. 21
Correspondence.....coeu... . 21
Demeanor of the Suitor Durmo Courtshxp 21
Should a Courtship be Short or Lonv> . 22
PRELIMINARY ETIQUETTE OF A WEDDING . 23
Fixing the Day..... 23
Legal bettlements 24
How to be Married... 24
The Bridal Trousseau and the Weddm" Presents... 24
Duty ot a Bridegroom-Elect . ............ . 2
Buying the Bing....eeeeeeeernsasanns 25
Who Should be Asked to the Weddmv 26
‘Who Should be the Bridesmaids.. 26
Of the Bridegroomsmen.. 27
Dauties to be Attended to the Day b 27
ETIQURTTE OF A WEDDING . 0sarreennnenes 28
Costume of the Bride....... 28
Costume of the Bridegroom........ 28
How the Bridesmaids Should be Dre<sed. 28
Arrival at the Church....cviieniacsas 29
Order of the Procession to the Altar.. 29
The Marriage Ceremony.......... 30
The Words “I will”........ 30
The Words * Honor and Obey’ 30
The Ring....... e 31
After the Ceremony.... 32
The Clergsyman and Assistant Clergymen ..... 32
Difference of Religion..eovven.nn... [ 32
The Return to the Vestry... 32
The Registry of the Marriage.. 33
The Wedding Favors...... 33
The Return Home...... 33
The Wedding Breakfast....... ga
4.

Departure tor the Honeymoon.ce.cesaesacasss-
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ETIQUETTE AFTER THE WEDDING....
The Wedding Cards..e......e
Returning VIsits.coveerrnnares FOTTU

PRACTICAL ADVICE TO A NEWLY-MARRIED Couns......

CONTENTS OF READY-MADE LOVE LETTEES.

LETTERS.

Letter 1.—From = Gentleman to a Lady whom he has Seen but Once....

%
“

2.—From a Gentleman to a Lady whom he has Met Casually ceas
3.—Favorable Answer to the Foregoingesuasceacseievensciorenans
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49,—From & Young Lady in the Country to her Lover in Ph:ludel-
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he Proposes to Pay his Addresses..cuveeeicivrancnsasrcass, 56
21.—Favorable Answer to the Foregmng.... ervnase 56
22.—Unfavorable Answer to the Foregoing. levevimases BT
23,~From a Gentleman to the Mother of a Ludy whose Eand he
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24.—Favorable Answer to the Foregnmg v -58
25, —Untavorable Answer to the ForegoiRg.couvevwesne.. 59

26.—From a Young Lady to her Futher, Acquainting him with .

Proposals of Marriage...... 50
27.~From o Rejected Suitor....... 60
28.—Favorable Answer to the Foregoing..c.ccececesseine 61
29,—Unfavorable Answer to the FOregolg. . ocvueissasectuase -.62
80.-~From a Widower to a Widow, with Poposals of Marriage.. 62
81.—Widow's Answer, Accepbing Proposal.....ccceicacone caveees 63

$2.—Widow's Anawer, Declining..ceveve.s 64
33,—~Widow’s Answer, Declining........ 64
84.—From & Gentleman to a Lady, with a 65
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37.—From a Lady, Encloging her Card , t0 8 Gentleman, 66

38, ~—Answer, Ackm)wledgly the Bame csererenas eneess 67
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45, —Favorable Answer to the Foregomg A . 71
46,—~Answer, Declining...." ....... crecsessrnessisisensiinsrites 13
47.—From a Gentleman in N.- Y. to s Afflanced in the Connfry 72
_48.— From a Gentleman Abroad to his Lady-Love...e.ecuaes 73
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Letter 50,.—From a Lady to a Gentleman who has Yroposed a Secret Mar-
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¢ 5l.—Froma Lady toa Gentleman who Proposeb a Hasty Mar rmge 76
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TRUE ETIQUETTE OF COURTSHIP AND MARRIAGE.

Prefatory Remarks.

As all “love* letter writing aims at matrimony, or at keeping‘
bright the little golden circlet that is at once its token and its
pledge, we may here very properly introduce a full description of
the customary rules, some enjoined by the church, others such as
have grown up, and have become sanctified by time and habit.

A correct manual of usages, which have become rules, relating to
courtship and marriage is a thing that has been long needed.

Many of these forms may seem trivial, if not useless, to the
superficial observer; but to one whe looks below the surface they
will be found to have much meaning. Many embarrassing mis-
takes, much needless misconception are avoided by having settled
rules. The absence or neglect of such social laws not unseldom
leads to wrong motives and purposes being suspected ; and not
ubfrequently family misunderstandings and diseords, even on the
threshold of the new home, are the consequences of a non-obser-
Vlnca of some of these appa.rently needless formalities.

"Itis advisable, therefore, for each person intending to embark
op so important a voyage as that of matritony to see that every
requirement is fulfilled at the outset. Study, then, all the customs
and rules that we lay down in the followiug pages; they are all
drawn from the stored-up wisdom of our ancestors and the social
customs of modern refined society.

Nore.—It will be observed that we give the form of marriage

‘oeremony a3 used in the Probest,a.nt. Episcopal Church. We do so
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because every Protestant denomination follows more or less closely
the beautiful and meamng forms of that church—varying them
somewhat as their congregations or the officiating minister deems
advisable,

In the Roman Catholic Church—where marriage is deemed a
solemn sacrament-—the officiating priest and his assistents order
all the attendant ceremonies according to the rules- laid down,
by canonical authority

The Hebrews follow the ceremonies as laid down, ages ago, by
their great lawgiver, with such wminor deviations as modern
habits of life necessitate.

Of a Civil Marriageit is needless to speak, further than to remark,
that it differs little from any other legal contract, formally entered
into, before any authorized magistrate.

First Step in Courtship.

It would be out of place in these pages to grapple with a sabject
so large as that of love in its varied phases. It is sufficient for our
purpose to recognize the existence of this most universal of hu-
man passions, when venturing to offer our counsel and- guidance
to those of both sexes who, under its promptings, have resolved to
become votaries of Hymen, but who, from imperfect knowledge of
conventional usages, are naturally apprehensive that at every step
they take they may render themselves liable to misconeeption,
ridicule, or censure.-

We will take it for granted, tHem, that a gentleman has in one-
way or another become fascinated by a fair lady—possibly a
recent acquammnce—whom he is most anxions to know more
particularly, :

At this point we venture to glve'hun a word of serious advice.

. 'We urge him, before he ventures to take any step ‘towards the
pursuit of this object, to consider well his position and prospects
in-life, and reflect whether they are such as to justify him in de-
liberately seeking to win the young lady’s affections, with the view
of making her his wife at no distant period. Shernld heafter such
a review of his affairs feel satisfied that he can proceed honorably,
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‘he may then use fair opportunities to ascertain the estimation in
‘which the young lady, as well as ‘her family, is held by friends.
1t is perhaps needless to add, that all possible delicacy and cau-
tion munst be observed in making such inq'uiries, 80 a8 to avoid
compromising the lady herself in the slightest degree. When he
bas satisfied himself on this head, and found no insurmountable
impediment in his way, -his next endeavor will be, through the
mediation of a common friend, to procure an introduction to the
lady’s family. Those who undertake such an office incur no slight
respousibility, and are, of course, expected to be scrupulously
careful in performing it, and to communicate all they happen to
know affecting the character and circumstances of the.individual
they introduce.

. We will now reverse the picture, and see how matters stand on

- the fair éne's side. :

First let us hope that the inclination is mutual ; at all events,
that the lady views her admirer with preference, that she deems
him not unworthy of her faverable regard, and that his attentions
are agreeable to her. It is true her heart may not yet be won:
she has to be wooed ; and what fair daughter of Eve has not hailed
with rapture that brightest day in the springtide of her life? She
has probably first met the gentleman at a ball, or other festive
occasion, where tlie excitement of the scene has reflected on every
object around a roseate tint. We are to suppose, of course, that
in looks, manner, and address, her incipient admirer is not below
‘her ideal standard in gentlemanly attributes. His respectful
approaches to her—in soliciting her hand as 4 partner in the dance,
etc.——have first awakened on her part a slight feeling of interest
towards him. This mutual feeling of interest, once- established,
sqon ‘‘ grows by what it feeds on.” Whatever may eventually
come of it, the fair one is conscious for the nonce of being unusu-
ally happy. This emotion is not likely to be diminished when she
finds herself the object of general attention—accompanied, it may

- be, by the display of a little envy among rival beauties—owing to
the assiduous homage of her admirer. At length, prudence whis-
pers that he is to her, as yet, but. & comparative stranger; and
‘with a modest reserve sheendeavors to retire from his observation,
-#0 88 not to seem to encourage his attentions. The gentlemen’s
sardor, howeyer, -5 not to.be: thus checked : he again solicits her
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to be his partner in a dance. - She finds it hard, very hard to
refuse him ; and both, yielding at last to the alluring influences by
which they are surrounded, discover at the moment of parting
that & new and delightful sensation has been awakened in their
hearts.

At a juncture so critical in the life of a young inexperienced
woman as that when she begins to form an attachment for one of
the opposite sex--at a moment when she needs the very best
advice accompanied with a considerable regard for her overwrought
feelings—the very best course she. can take is to confide the secret
of her beart to that truest and most loving of friends—her mother.
Let the timid girl then pour forth into her mother's ears the flood

of her pent-up feelings. Let her endeavor to distrust her own

judgment, and seek hope, guidance, and support from one who,
she well knows, will not deceive or mislead her. The confidence
thus established wiil be productive of the most beneficial resnlts,
by securing the daughter's obedience to her parent's advice, and
her willing adoption of the observances prescribed by etiquette,
which, as the courtship progresses, that parent will not fail to
recommend as strictly essential in this phase of life.  Where a young
woman has had the misfortune to be deprived of her mother, she
should at such a period endeavor to find her next best counsellar
in some female relative, or other trustworthy friend. :

We are to suppose that favorable opportunities for meeting have
occurred, until, by and by, both the lady and her admirer have
come to regard each other with such warm feelings of inclination
as to have a constant craving for each other's society.

The admirer of the fair one is, indeed, 80 much enamored as to

be unable longer to retain his secret within his own breast; and '

not being without hope that his attachment is reciprocated, re-
solves on seeking an introduction to the lady’s family preparatory
to his making a formal declaration of love,

It is possible, however, that the lover's endeavors to procure
the desired introduction may fail of success, although where no
material difference of social position exists, this difficulty will be
found to occur less frequently than might at first be supposed.
He must then discreetly ndopt measures to bring himself in some
degree under the fair one’s notice : such, for instance, es at.tendr-
ing the place of worship which she frequents, meeting her so om

-
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85 to be manifestly for the purpose, in course of her promenades,
etc. He will thus soon be able to judge—even without speaking
to the lady—whether his further ‘attentions w1ll be distasteful to
her.

Should her demeanor be decidedly dlscouragmg, any persever-
ance on his part would be ungentlemanly and highly indecorous.

' But, on the other hand, should a timid blush intimate doubt, or &
gontle smile lurking in the half-dropped eye give pleasing chal-
lenge to farther parley when possible, he may venture to write—
not to the lady—that would be the opening of a clandestine cor-
respondence ; an unworthy course where every act should be
open and straightforward, as tending to manly and honorable
ends—but to the father or guardian, through the agency of a com-
mon friend where feasible ; or, in some instances, to the party at
whose residence the lady may be staying. In this letter he ought
first to state his position in life and prospects, as well as mention
his family connections; and then to request permission to visit
the family, as a preliminary step to paying his addresses to the
object of his admiration.

By this course he in nowise compromises emher himself or the
lady, but leaves open to both, at any future period, an opportuniiy
of retiring from the position of courtship taken upon the one
side, and of receiving-addresses on the other, without laying either
party open to the zccusation of fickleness or jilting.

Etiquette of Courtship.

In whatever way the attachment may have originated, whether

resulting from old association or from a recent acquaintanceship

. between the lovers, we will assume that the courtship is so far in

& favorable train that the lady’s admirer has succeeded in obtain-

. ing an introduction to her family, and that he is about to be re-

ceived in their domestic circle on the footing of a welcome visitor,
11' not yet in the light of a probationary suitor.

" In the first case, matters will in all probability be found to

amble on so calmly, that the enamored pair may seldom find it

‘peedftil to-consult the rules of etiguette ; but in-the la&td‘r, its rules
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must be attentively observed, or “the course of true love’' will
assuredly not run smooth.

If the gentleman be a person of good breeding and right feeling,
he will need no caution from us to remember that, when he is ad-
mitted into the heart of a family as the suitor of a daughter, he is
receiving one of the greatest possible favors that can be cenferred
on him, whatever may be his own superiority of social rank or
worldly circumstances ; and that, therefore, his conduct should be
marked by a delicate respect towards the parents of his lady-love.
By this means he will propitiate them in his favor, and induce
them to regard him as worthy of the trust they have placed in
him,

What the Lady Shonld Observe During Courtship.

A lady should be particular during the early days of courtship,
while still retaining some clearness of mental vision—to observe
the manner in which her suitor comports himself to other ladies,
His habits and his conduct must awaken her vigilant attention
before it be too late. Should he come to visit her at irregular
hours; should he exhibit a vague or wandering attention, give proofs
of a want of punctuality—show disrespect for age—sneer at things
sacred, or absent himself from regular attendance at divine ser-
vice—or evince an inclination to expensive pleasures beyond his
means, or to low and vulgar amusements; should he be foppish,
eccentric, or very slovenly in his dress; or display a frivolity
of mind, and an absence of well-directed energy in his worldly
pursuits; let the young lady, we say, while there is yet time,
eschew that gentleman’s acquaintance, and allow it gently to drop.
The effort, at whatever cost to her feelings, must be made, if she
have any regard for her future happiness and self-respect. The
proper course then to take is to intimate her distaste, and the
causes that have given rise to 1t, to her parents or guardian, who
will be pretty sure to sympathize with her, and to take measures for
facilitating the retirement of the gentleman from his pretensions.

What the Gentleman Should Observe During Courtship.

It would be well also for the suitor, on his part, during the first
few weeks of courtship, carefully to observe the conduct of the
young lady in her own family, and the degree of estimation in
which she is held by them, as well as amongst her intimate fiiends.
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If she be attentive to her duties; respectful and affectionate to
her parents ; kind and forbearing to her brothers and sisters ; not
easily ruffled in temper ; if her mind be prone to cheerfulness and
to hopeful aspiration, instead of to the display of a morbid
anxiety and dread of coming evil; if her pleasures and enjoyments
be those which chiefly cenire in home; if her words be character-
ized by benevolence, good will, and charity; then we say, let him
not hesitate, but hasten to enshrine so precious a gem in the casket
of hisaffections. But if, onthe other hand, he should find that he has
been attracted by.the tricksome affectation and heartless allure-
ments of a flirt, ready to bestow smiles on all, but with a heart
for none ; if she who has succeeded for a time in fascinating him be
of uneven temper, easily provoked, and slow to be appeased; fond
of showy dress, and eager for admiration; ecstatic about trifles,
frivolous in her tastes, and weak and wavering in performing her
duties; if her religions observances are merely the formality of
lip service; if she be petulant to her friends, pert and disrespect-
ful to her parents, overbearing to her inferiors; if pride, vanity,
and affectation be her characteristics ; if she be inconstant in her
friendships ; gaudy and slovenly, rather than neat and serupul-
ously clean, in attire and personal habits; then we counsel the
gentleman to retire as speedily but as politely as possible from the
pursuit of an object quite unworthy of his admiration and love;
nor dread that the lady’s friends—who must know her better than
he can do—will call him to account for withdrawing from the field.
But we will take it for granted that all goes on well; that the
parties are, on sufficient acquaintance, pleased with each other,
and that the gentleman is eager to prove the sincerity of his affec-
tionate regard by giving some substantial token of his love and
homage to the fair one. This brings us to the question of

Presents,

a point on which certain observances of etiquette must not be dis-
regarded. A lady, for instance, cannot with propriety accept
presents from a gentleman previously to his having made proposals
of marriage. Should, however, the gentleman insist on making
her a present—as of some trifling article of jewelry, etc., there
must be no secret about it. Let the young girl take an early op-
portunity of saying to hor admirer, in presence of her father or
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mother, “I am much obliged to you for that ring (or other trin-
ket, as the case may be) which you kindly offered me the other
day, and which I shall be most happy to accept, if my parents
do not object,” and let her say this in a manner which, while it
increases the obligation, will divest it altogether of impropriety,
from having been conferred under the sanction of her parents.

We have now reached that stage in the progress of the courtiship
where budding affection, having developed into mature growth,
encourages the lover to make

'The Proposal.

When about to take this step, the suitor’s first difficulty is how
to get a favorable opportunity ; and next, having got the chance,
how to screw his courage up to give utterance to the «“ declara-
tion.” We have heard of a young lover who carried on a court-
ship for four months ere he could obtain a private interview with
his lady-love. In the house, as might be expected, they were
never left alone ; and in a walk a third party always accompanied
them. In such a dilemma, ought he to have unburdened his
heart of its secret through the medium of aletter? We say not.
A declaration in writing should certainly be avoided where the
lover can by any possibility get at the lady’s ear. But there are
cases where this is so difficult that an impatient lover cannot be
restrained from adopting the agency of a billet-douz in declaring
his passion.

The lady, before proposal, is generally prepared for it. It is
seldom that such an avowal comes without some previous indica-
tions of look and manner on the part of the admirer, which can
hardly fail of being understood. She may not, indeed, consider
herself engaged ; and although nearly certain of the congquest she
has made, may yet have her misgivings. Some gentlemen dread
to ask, lest they should be refused. Many pause just at the point,
and refrain from anything like ardor in their professions of
attachment until they feel confident that they may be spared the
mortification and ridicule that is supposed to attach to being
rejected, in addition to the pain of disappointed hope. This hesita-
tion when the mind is made up is wrong ; but it does often occur,
and we suppose ever will do so with persons of great timidity of
character, By it both parties are kept needlessly on the frat, until
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the long-looked-for opportunity unexpectedly arrives, when the
flood-gates of feeling are loosened, and the full tide of mutual
affection gushes forth uncontrolled. It is, however, at this
moment—the agony-point to the embarrassed lover, who “ doats
yet doubts ”—whose suppressed feelings render him morbidly
sensitive—that a lady should be especially careful lest any show
of either prudery or coquetry on her part should lose to her for
ever the object of her choice. True love is generally delicate
and timid, and may easily be scared by affected indifference,
through feelings of wounded pride. A lover needs very little to
assure him of the reciprocation of his attachment; a glance, a
single pressure of the hand, a whispered syllable, on the part of
the loved one, will suffice to confirm his hopes.

Refusal by the Young l.ady.

When a lady rejects the proposal of a gentleman, her behavior
should be characterized by the most delicate feeling towards one
who, in offering her his hand, has proved his desire to confer upon
her, by this implied preference for her above all other women, the
greatest honor it is in his power to offer. Therefore, if she have
no love for him, she ought at least to evince a tender regard for hig
feelings ; and in the event of her being previously engaged, should
at once acquaint him with the fact. No right-minded man would
desire to persist in a suit when he well knew that the object
of his admiration has already disposed of her heart.

When a gentleman makes an offer of his hand by letter, the
letter must be answered and certainly not returned, should the
answer be a refusal; unless, indeed, when from a previous
repulse, or some other particular and special circumstances, such
an offer may be regarded by the lady or her relatives as presump-
tuous and intrusive. Under such circumstances, the letter may
be placed by the lady in the hands of her parents or guardian, to
be dealt with by them as they may deem most advisable.

Np lady should ever treat the man who has so honored her with
the slightest disrespect or frivolous disregard, nor ever unfeelingly
parade a more favored suitor before one whom she has refused.

Conduct of the Gentleman when his Addresses are
Rejected.

The conduct of the gentleman under such circumstances should
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be characterized by extreme delicacy and resolve to avoid oceca-
sioning any possible uneasiness to the fair author of his pain. 1If,
however, he should have reason to suppose that his rejection has
resulted from mere indifference to his suit, he need not altogether
retire from the field, but may endeavor to kindle a feeling of regard
and sympathy for the patient endurance of his disappointment,
and for his continued but respectful endeavors to please the luke-
warm fair one. But in the case of avowed or evident preference
for another, it becomes imperative upon him, as a gentleman, to
withdraw at once, and so relieve the lady of any obstacle that his
presence or pretensions may occasion to the furtherance of her
obvious wishes. Although the weakness of her sex, which ought
to be her protection, frequently prevents a woman from forcibly
breaking off an acquaintance thus annoyingly forced upon her,
she rarely fails to resent such impertinence by that sharpest of
woman's weapons, a keen-edged but courteous ridicule, which few
men can bear up against.

Refusal by the Lady’s Parents or Guardians.

It may happen that both the lady and her suitor are willing,
but that the parents or guardians of the former, on being referred
to, deem the connection unfitting, and refuse their consent. In this
state of matters, the first thing a man of sense, proper feeling, and
candor should do, is to endeavor to learn the objections of the
parents, to see whether they cannot be removed. If they are
based on his present insufficiency of means, a lover of a persever-
ing spirit may effect much in removing apprehension on that
score, by cheerfully submitting to a reasonable time of probation,
in the hope of amelioration in his worldly circumnstances. Should
the objection be founded on inequality of social position, the
parties, if young, may wait until matured age shall ripen their
judgment and place the future more at their own disposal. A
clandestine marriage should be peremptorily declined. In nearly
all the instances we have known such marriages have been ill-
judged, imprudent, and highly injurious to the happiness of both
parties.
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Etiquette of an Engagement.

We will now regard the pair of lovers as formally engaged, and
bound together in that state of approximation to marriage which
was in the ancient Christian Church, and indeed is still in many
countries of Europe, considered in a very sacred light, little infe-
rior to, and, in fact, regarded as a part of, marriage itself—the
betrothment.

The conduct of the bridegroom-elect should be marked by a
gallant and affectionate assiduity towards his lady-love. That of
the lady towards him should manifest delicacy, tenderness and
confidence : while looking for his thorough devotion to herself,
she should not captiously take offence and show airs at his showing
the same kind of attention to other ladies asshe, in her turn, would
not hesijtate to receive from the other sex.

In the behavior of a gentleman towards his betrothed in publie,
little difference should be perceptible from his demeanor to other
ladies, except in those minute attentions which none but those
who love can properly understand or appreciate.

It is the privilege of the betrothed lover, as it is also his duty,
to give advice to the fair one who now implicitly confides in him.
Should he detect a fault, should he observe failings which he
would wish removed or amended, let him avail himself of this
season 80 favorable for the frank interchange of thought between
the betrothed pair, to urge their correction,

Conduct of the Lady during her Betrothal.

A lady is not expected to keep aloof from society on her
engagement, nor to debar herself from the customary attentions
and courtesies of her male acquaintances generally ; but she should,
while accepting them cheerfully, maintain such a prudent reserve,
as to intimate that they are viewed by her as mere acts of ordi-
nary courtesy and friendship. In all places of public amusement,
at balls, the opera, etc., for a lady to be seen with any other cava-
lier than her avowed lover in close attendance upon her would
expose her to the imputation of flirtation. She will naturally
take pains at such a period to observe the taste of her lover in
regard to her costume, and strive carefully to follow it, for all men

" desire’ to have their taste and wishes on such apparent trifles
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gratified. It is a mistake not seldom made by women, to sappose
their suitors will be pleased by the glowing admiration expressed
by other men for the object of their passion. Most lovers, on the
contrary, we believe, would prefer to withdraw their prize from
general observation until that happy moment for their union has
arrived.

Conduct of the Gentleman towards the Family of his
Betrothed.

The lover, having now secured his position, should use diseretion
and tact in his intercourse with the lady’s family, and take care
that his visits be not deemed too frequent—so as to be really
inconvenient to them. He should accommodate himself as much
as possible to their habits and ways, and be ever ready and atten-
tive to consult their wishes. Marked attention, and in most cases
affectionate kindness, to the lady’s mother ought to be shown;
such respectful homage will secure for him many advantages in
his present position. In short, his conduct should be such as to
win for himself the esteem and affection of all the family, and
dispose them ever to welcome and desire his presence rather than
regard him as an intruder.

Conduct of the Lady onm Retiring from her Engage=
ment.

Should this step unhappily be found necessary on the lady’s part,
the truth should be spoken, and the reason frankly given; there
must be no room left for the suspicion of its having originated in
caprice or injustice. The case should be so put that the gentle-
man himself must see and acknowledge the justice of the painful
decision arrived at. Incompatible habits, ungentlemanly actions,
anything tending to diminish that respect for the lover which
should be felt for the husband; inconstancy, ill-governed temper—
all which, not to mention other obvious objections—are to be con-
sidered as sufficient reasons for terminating any engagement.
The communication should be made as tenderly as possible; that
room may be left in mere venial cases for reformation, but all that
is done must be so managed that not the slightest shadow of fickle-
ness or want of faith may rest upon the character of the lady. It
must be remembered, however, that the termination of an engage-
ment by a lady has the privilege of passing unchallenged ; & lady.
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not being dound to declare any other reason than her own will

Nevertheless, she owes it to her own reputation that her decision

should rest on a sufiicient foundation and be unmistakably pro-

nounced.

Conduct of the Gentleman on Retiring from his Ene
gagement.

We hardly know how to approach this portion of our subject.
The reasons must be strong indeed that can sufficiently justify a
man, placed in the position of an accepted suitor, in severing the
ties by which he had bound himself to a lady with the avowed
intention of making her his wifex His reasons for breaking off his
engagement must be such as will not merely satisfy his own con-
science, but will justify him in the eyes of the world. If the fault
be on the lady’s side, great reserve and delicacy will be observed
by any man of honor. If, on the other hand, the imperative force
of circumstances, such as loss of fortune, or some other unex-
pected calamity to himself, may be the cause, then must the
reason be clearly and fully explained, in such a manner as to
soothe the painful feelings which such a result must necessarily
occasion to the lady and her friends. It is scarcely necessary to
point out the necessity for observing great caution in all that
relates to the antecedents of an engagement that has been broken
off'; especially the return on either side of presents and of all
letters that have passed.

This last allusion brings us to the consideration of

Correspondence.

Where persons have not had the advantages of a good education
or the skill to properly write letters, the forms which are given in
another portion of this work will furnish them with ready-made
models upon all points upon which it may be necessary to corres-
pond.

It is well to remark here, that in correspondence between a
couple not actually engaged, the use of Christian names in address-
ing each other should be avoided.

Demeanor of the Sunitor during Courtship.

The manners of a gentleman are ever characterized by urbanity
and a.becoming consideration for the feelings and wishes of others,
and by = readiness to practise self-denial. But the very nature
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of courtship requires the fullest exercise of these excellent quali-
ties on his part. The Jover should carefully accommodate his tone
and bearing, whether cheerful or serious, to the mood for the time
of his lady-love, whose slightest wish must be hislaw. In hisassi-
duities to her he must allow of no stint ; though hindered by time,
distance or fatigue, he must strive to inake his professional and
social duties bend to his homage at the shrine of love. All this
can be done, moreover, by a man of excellent sense with perfect
propriety. Indeed, the world will not only commend him for such
devoted gallantry, but will be pretty sure to censure him for any
short-coming in his performance of such devoirs.

It is, perhaps, needless to observe that at such a period a gentle-
man should be scrupulously neat, without appearing particular, in
his attire. We shall not attempt to prescribe what he should wear,
as that must, of course, depend on the times of the day when his
visits are paid, and other circumstances, such as meeting a party
of friends, going to the theatre, ete., with the lady.

Should a Courtship be Short oxr Long?

The answer to this question must depend on the previous
acquaintanceship, connection or relationship of the parties, as well
as on their present circumstances, and the position of their parents.
In case of relationship or old acquaintanceship subsisting between
the families, when the courtship, declaration, and engagement
have followed each other rapidly, a short wooing is preferable to
a long one should other circumstances not create an obstacle.
Indeed, as a general rule, we are disposed strongly to recommend
a short courtship. A man is never well settled in the saddle of
his fortunes until he be married. He wants spring, purpose and
ajm ; and, above all, he wants a kome as the ceutre of his efforts.

Some portion of inconvenience, therefore, may be risked to
obtain this; in fact, it often occurs that by waiting too long the

reshness of life is worn off, and that the generous glow of early

feelings becomes tamed down to lukewarmness by a too prudent
delaying ; while a slight, sacrifice of ambition or self-indulgence on
the part of the gentleman, and a little descent from pride of sta-
tion on the lady's side, might have ensured years of satisfied love
and happy wedded life.

On the other hand, we would recommend a long courtship as
advisable when—the friends on both sides favoring the match—it
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happens that the fortune of neither party will prudently allow an
immediate marriage. The gentleman, we will suppose, has his
way to make in his profession or business, and is desirous not to
involve the object of his affection in the distressing inconvenience,
if not the misery, of straitened means. He reflects that for a
lady it is an actual degradation, bhowever love may ennoble the
motive of her submission, to descend from her former footing in
society. He feels, therefore, that this risk ought not to be incurred.
For, although the noble and loving spirit of a wife might enable
her to bear up cheerfully against misfortune, and by her endear-
ments soothe the broken spirit of her husband; yet the lover who
would wilfully, at the outset of wedded life, expose his devoted
helpmate to the ordeal of poverty, would be deservedly scouted
as selfish and unworthy. These, then, are among the circumn-
stances which warrant a lengthened engagement, and it should be
the endeavor of the lady’s friends to approve such cautious delay,
and do all they can to assist the lover in his efforts to abridge it.
The lady’'s father should regard the lover in the light of another
son added to his family, and spare no pains to promote his inter-
ests in life, while the lady’s mother should do everything in her
power, by those small attentions which a mother understands so
well, to make the protracted engagement agreeable to him, and as
endurable as possible to her daughter.

Preliminary Etiquette of a Wedding.

Whether the term of courtship may have been long or short
—according to the requirements of the case—the time will at last
arrive for

Fixing the Day.

While it is the gentleman’s province to press for the earliest possi-
ble opportunity, it is the lady’s privilege to name the happy day ;
not but that the bridegroom-elect must, after all, issue the fiat,
for he has much to consider and prepare for beforehand: for in-
stance, to settle where it will be most convenient to spend the
honeymoon—a point which must depend on the season of the yoar,
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on his own vocation, and other circumstances. At this advanced
state of affairs, we must not overlook the important question of

Legal Settlements.

These are matters that must be attended to where there is prop-
erty on either side; and it behoovesthe intending bridegroom to
take care there is no unneceésary delay in completing them.

On the business part of this matter it is not the province of our
work to dilate; but we may be permitted to suggest that two-
thirds, or at least one-half, of the lady's property should be set-
tled on herself and offspring ; and that where the bridegroom has
no property wherewith to endow his wife, and has solely to rely
on his professional prospects, it should be made a sine qué non
that he should insure his life in her favor previously to marriage.

How to Be Married.

By this time the gentleman will have made up his mind in what
Jform he will be married—a. question, the solution of which, how-
ever, must chiefly depend on his means and position in life,

For this purpose, notice must be given to the minister of the
church. The names of the two parties must be written down in
full with place of residence. No mention of either the lady’s or
gentleman’s age is required.

Any formal announcement in church is not actually necessary,
it being the care of the church, as well as the policy of the law,
to throw as few impediments as possible in the way of marriage,
of which the one main fact of a consent to live together, declared
publicly before an assemblage of relatives, friends, and neighbors
(and afterwards as it were by legal deduction, before witnesses),
is the essential and constituent element,

‘The Bridal Trousseau, and the Wedding Presents.

The day being fixed for the wedding, the bride’s father now
presents her with a sum of money for her trousseaw, according to
her rank in life. A few days previously to the wedding, presents
are also made to the bride by relations and intimate friends, vary-
ing in amount and value according to their degrees of relation-
ship and friendship-—snch as plate, furniture, jewelry and arti-
cles of ornament, as well as utility, to the newly-married lady in
her futnre station.  These, together with her wedding dresses, etc.,
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it is customary to cxhibit to the intimate friends of the bride a
day or two before her marriage.

Duty of a Bridegroom-Elect.

The bridegroom-elect has on the eve of matrimony no litile
business to transact. His first care is to look after a house suit-
able for his future home, and then, assisted by the taste of his
chosen helpmate, to take steps to furnish it in a becoming style.
He must, also, if engaged in business, make arrangements for a
month’s absence ; in fact, bring together all matters into a focus,
50 as to be readily manageable when after the honey moon he shall
take the reins himself, He will do well also to burn most of his
bachelor letters, and part with, it may be, some few of his bach-
elor connections ; and he should communieate, in an easy, informal
way, to his acquaintances generally, the close approach of so im-
portant a change in his condition. Not to do this might hereafter
lead to inconvenience and cause no little annoyance.

We must now speak of

Ruying the Ring.

It is the gentleman’s business to buy the ring : and let him take
especial care not to forget ¢ ; for such an awkward mistake has fre-
quently happened. The ring should be, we need scarcely say, of
the very purest gold. but substantial. There are three reasons for
this: first, that it may not break—a source of great trouble to the
young wife ; secondly, that it may not slip off the finger without
being missed—few husbands being pleased to hear that their wives
have lost their wedding rings; and thirdly, that it may last out
the lifetime of the loving recipient, even should that life be pro-
tracted to the extreme extent. To get at the right size required is
not one of the least interesting of the delicate mysteries of love.
A not unusual method is to get a sister of the fair one to lend one
of the lady’s rings to enable the jeweller to select the proper size.
Care must be taken, however, that it be not too large. Some auda-
cious suitors, rendered bold by their favored positions, have been
even known presumptuously to try the ring on the patient finger
of the bride-elect ; and it has rarely happened in such cases that
the ring has been refused, or sent back to be changed.

Having bought the ring, the bridegroom should now put it into
his waistcoat-poclet, there to r mainuntil he puts on his wedding
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vest on the morning of the marriage; to the left-hand pocket of
which he must then carefully transfer it, and not part with' it until
he takes it out during the wedding ceremony.

In ancient days, it appears there was a form of * Blessing the wed-
ding ring »” before the wedding day ; and in those times the priest,
previously to the ring being put on, always made careful inquiry
whether it had been duly blessed. It would seem to be the wish
of certain clergymen, who have of late brought back into use .
many ceremionial observances that have fallen into desuetude, to
revive this ancient custom.

Who Should be Asked to the Wedding, .

The wedding should take place at the house of the bride’s par-
rents or guardians. The parties who ought to be asked are the
father and mother of the gentleman, the brothers and sisters (their

- wives and husbands also, if married), and indeed the immediate
relations and favored friends of both parties. O0ld family friends
on the bride’s side should also receive invitations—the sationale or
original intention of this wedding assemblage being to give pub-
licity to the fact that the bride is leaving her paternal home with
the consent and approbation of her parents. .

On this occasion the bridegroom has the privilege of askmg s.ny
friends he may choose to the wedding ; but no friend has a..right
to feel affronted at not being invited, since, were all the friends on
either side assembled, the wedding reception would be 2n incon-
veniently crowded affair rather than an impressive ceremonial. It

-i8, however, considered a maitter of friendly attention on the part
of those who cannot be invited, to be present at the ceremony in

"the church.

Who Should be Bridesmaids.

The bridesmaids should include the unmarried sisters of the
bride ; but it is considered an anomaly for an elder sister to per-
form this function. The pleasing novelty for several years past,
of an addition to the number of bridesmaids varying from: two to
eight, and sometimes more, has added greatly to the interest of
weddings, the bride being thus enabled to diffuse a portion of her
own happiness among the most intimate of her young friends. -
One lady is always appointed principal bridesmaid, and has the
bride in her charge; it is also her duty to take care that the other
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bridesmaids have the wedding favors in readiness. On the second
bridesmaid devolves, with her principal, the duty of sending out
the cards; and on the third bridesmaid, in conjunction with the
remaining beauties of her choir, the onerous office of attending to
certain ministrations and mysteries connected with the wedding
cake.

Of the Bridegroomsmen,

It behooves a bridegroom to be exceedingly particular in the
selection of the friends who, as groomsmen, are to be his compan-
ions and assistants on the occasion of his wedding. Their number
is limited to that of the bridesmaids: one foreach. It is uneces-
sary to add that very much of the social pleasure of the day will
depend on their proper mating. Young and unmarried they
must be, handsome they should be, good-humored they cannot
fail to be, well dressed they will of course take good care to be.
Let the bridegroom diligently con over his circle of friends, and
select the comeliest and the pleasantest fellows for his own train.
The principal bridegroomsman, styled his *‘ best man,” has, for the
day, the special charge of the bridegroom; and the last warning
we would give him is, to take care that, when the bridegroom puts
on his wedding waistcoat, he does not omit to put the wedding
ring into the corner of the left-hand pocket. The dress of a
groomsman should be light and elegant; a dress coat, formerly
considered indispensable, is no longer adopted.

Duties to be attended to the Day before the Wedding.

The bride now sends white gloves, wrapped in white paper and
tied with white ribbon, to each of the bridesmaids.

The bridesgroom does the same to each of the bridegroomsmen.

One portion of the wedding cake is cut into small oblong pieces,
and passed by the bridesmaids through the wedding ring, which
is delivered into their charge for this purpose. The pieces of cake
are afterwards put up in ornamental ‘paper, generally pink or
white, enamelled, and tied with bows of silvered paper. This
pleasant old custom is, however, much on the wane.

The bridegroom’s * best man,” on this day must take care that
due notice be sent to the minister of the parish where the cere-
mony is to take place, so that the church may be got ready, and
the clergyman be in attendance.
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The bridegroom furnishes to the bridesmaids his list for the
“Cards ” to be sent to his friends ; of which hereafter,

The bridesmaids on the evening in question also prepare the
wedding favors, which should be put up in a box ready to be con-
veyed to the church on the morning of the marriage.

Etiquette of a Wedding.

The parties being assembled at the residence of the bride’s
father, the happy cortége should proceed to the church in the fol-
lowing order:

In the first carriage, the bride’s mother and the parents of the
bridegroom.

Inthe second and third carriages, bridesmaids.

Other carriages with the bride’s friends.

In the last carriage, the bride and her father.

Costume of the Bride.

A bride's costume should be white, or some hue as close as pos-
sible to it. Fawn color, gray, and lavender are entirely out of
fashion. It is considered wmore stylish for a young bride to go
without a bonnet, but for her head to be covered with only a wreath
of orange blossoms and a lace veil. This, however, is entirely a
matter of taste; but, whether wearing a bonnet or not, the bride
must always wear a veil. If a widow, she may wear not only a
bonnet but a colored silk dress.

Costume of the Bridegroom,

Formerly it was not considered to be in good taste for a gentle-
man to be married in a black coat. More latitude is now allowed
in the costume of a bridegroom, the style now adopted being a
frock coat, light trousers, white satin or silk waistcoat, ornamen-
tal tie, and white or gray gloves.

How the Bridesmaids should be Dressed.

The bridesmaids dress generally in pairs, each two alike, but
sometimes all wear a similar costume. Pink and light blue, with
white pardessus, or white with pink or blue are admissible colors.
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The bonnets, if worn, must be white, with marabout feathers;
bui, of late, bonnets have usually been discarded, the bridesmaids
wearing veils instead. The whole costume of a bridesmaid should
have a very light but brilliant effect, and the tout ensemble of this
fair be‘y should be so constituted in style and color as to look
well by the side of and about the bride. It should be as the warm
coloring in the background of a sun-lit picture, helping to throw
into the foreground the dress of the bride, and make her promi-
nent, as the principal person in the tableau.

Arrival at the Church,

The bridegroom receives the bride in the vestry, where he must
take especial care to arrive in good time before the hour appointed.

Order of the Procession to the Altar.

The father of the bride generally advances with her from the
vestry to the altar, followed immediately by the bridesmaids, The
father of the bridegroomn, if present, gives his arm to the bride's
mother if she be present, as is now usual at fashionable weddings,
and goes next to the bridesmaids. The friends who have come
with the wedding party proceed next in succession.

The bridegroom with his groomsmen must be in readiness to
meet the bride at the altar, the bridegroom standing at the left
haund of the clergyman, in the centre before the altar rails.

We have seen on some occasions the bridegroom offer the bride
his left arm to lead her to the altar; but this should be avoided;
for by so doing, the whole order of the procession to the altar
becomes inverted, and must then be arranged as follows:

The father, or some male relative or friend, and the mother of
the bride, or if she be not present, the mother of the gentleman,
or one of the oldest female relations or friends of the bride’s family,
are to lead the way towards the altar from the vestry.

The friends who have come with the wedding party follow next
in succession.

Then come the bridesmaids and bridegroomsmen in pairs.

The bridegroom, having offered his left arm to the bride, now
conducts her up the centre aisle of the church to the altar. The
parties in advance file to the right and left of the altar, leaving the
bride and bridegroom jn the centre.
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The Marriage Ceremony.

The bridegroom stands at the right hand of the bride. The
father stands just behind her, so as to be in readiness to give her
hand at the proper moment to the bridegroom. The principal
bridesmaid stands on the left of the bride, ready to take off the
bride’s glove, which she keeps as a perquisite and prize of her
office.

It was ordered by the old Rubrics that the woman, if a widow,
should have her hand covered when presented by father or friend
to the priest for marriage ; one of the many points by which the
church distingnished second marriages. A piece of silver and a
piece of gold were also laid with the wedding ring upon the priest’s
book (where the cross would be on the cover), in token of dower
to the wife.

‘The Words “ I will?

are to be pronounced distinctly and audibly by both parties, such
being the all-important part of the ceremony as respects them-
selves ; the public delivery, before the priest or minister, by the
father of his daughter to the bridegroom, being an evidence of
his assent ; the silence which follows the inquiry for “cause or just
impediment " testifying that of society in general; and the “I
will ” being the declaration of the bride and bridegroom that they
are voluntary parties to their holy union in marriage.

The Words  Honor and Obey »

must also be distinctly spoken by the bride. They constitute an
essential part of the obligation and contract of matrimony on her
part.

This obedience on the part of the wife concerning which there
is oftentimes much serious questioning among ladies, old and
young, while yet unmarried, is thux finely defined by Jeremy-
Taylor: —“1It is a voluntary cession that is required; such a
cession as must be without coercion and violence on his part,
but upon fair inducements and reasonableness in the thing, and
out of love and honor on her part. When God commands us to
love Him, He means we shall obey him. ‘This is love, that ye
Lkeep my commandments ; and if ye love me,’ says the Lord, ‘ keep
my commandments.” Now as Christ is to the Church, so is man
to the wife; and therefore obedience is the best instance of her
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love ; for it proclaims her submission, her humility, her opinion of
his wisdom, his pre-eminence in the family, the right of his priv-
ilege, and the injunction imposed by God upon her sex, that
although in sorrow she bring forth children, yet with love and
choice she should obey. The man's authority is love, and the
woman’s love is obedience. It is modesty to advanee and highly
to honor them who have honored us by making us the compan-
fons of their dearest excellencies; for the woman that went
before the man in the way of death, is commanded to follow him
in the way of love; and that makes the society to be perfect, and
the union profitable, and the harmony complete.”

The Ring.

The Episcopal Rubric tells us “the man shall give unto the
woman a ring, laying the same upon the book with the accustomed
duty to the priest and clerk.’ This latter rule is, however, not
now observed, it being usual to pay the fees in the vestry; but to
ensure the presence of the ring, a caution by no means unneces-
sary, and in some measure to sanctify that emblem of an eternal
union, it is agked for by the clerk previously to the commencement
of the ceremony, who advises that it be placed upon the book.

We pity the unfortunate bridegroom who at this moment cannot,
by at once inserting his hand into the corner (the one most ready
to his finger and thumb) of his left-hand waistcoat-pocket, pull out
the wedding ring. Imagine his dismay at not finding it there—
the first surprise, the growing anxiety, as the right-hand pocket is
next rummaged—the blank look, as he follows this by the discovery
that his nether garments have no pockets whatsoever, not even a
watch-fob, where it may lie perdue in a corner! Amid the
suppressed giggle of the bridesmaids, the disconcerted look of the
bride herself, at such a palpable instance of carelessness on the
part of the bridegroom thus publicly displayed before all her
friends, and the half-repressed disapprobation of the numerous
circle around, he fumbles in his coat-pockets, and turns them
inside-out. A further but useless search causes increased confusion
and general annoyance; at length it becomes evident that the
unfortunate ring has been forgotten! We may observe, however,
that in default of the ring, the wedding ring of the mother may be
used. The application of the key of the church door is tradi-
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tionary in this absurd dilemma; and in country churches a straw
twisted into a circle has been known to supply the place of the
orthodox hoop of gold!

After the Ceremony

the clergyman usually shakes hands with the bride and bridegroom,
and the bride’s father and mother, and a general congratulation
ensues, :

'The Clergyman and Assistant Clergymen.

The clergyman of the church is invariably invited to attend,
although the ceremony may be performed by some clerical friend
of the bride or bridegroom. This is called “ assisting;” other
clergymen who may attend in addition, as is sometimes the case,
are said also to ‘“assist.” But as much ridicule has fallen upon
the adoption of this custom, and as the expression of ‘“ assisting ”’
is considered an affectation, it is much less in vogue than it was;
and it is no longer usual to mention the names of any other clergy-
men than that of the one who performs the ceremony, and of the
clergyman of the church, who should be present whether invited
or not. Itis, indeed, Lis duty to attend, and he should insist on
so doing, inasmuch as the entry of the marriage in the parish
register is supposed to be made under his sanction and aunthority.
It should not be forgotten that the presence of an * assisting
clergyman ” entails the doubling of the fees, The payment of the
fees is generally entrusted to the bridegroom’s “ best man,” or
some other intimate fricnd of his.

Difference of Religion,

Where the bride and bridegroom are of different religions, the
marriage is first usually celebrated in the church of that communion
to which the husband belongs; the second celebration should imme-
diately follow, and upon the same day. Some, however, regard it
as duly deferential to the bride's feelings that the first' ceremony
should be performed in her own communion.

The Return to the Vestry.

On the completion of the ceremony the bride is led to the vestry
by the bridegroom. The bridesmaids and bridegroomsmen follow,
the principals of each taking the lead; then the father of the
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bride, followed by the father and mother of the bridegroom, and
the rest of the company.
The Registry of the Marriage.

The husband signs first ; then the bride-wife, for the last time in
her maiden name ; next the father of the bride, and the mother,
if present; then the father and mother of the bridegroom, if
present ; next the bridesmaids and the bridegroomsmen; then
such of the rest of the company as may desire to be on the record
as witnesses. All the names must be signed in full. The certifi-
cate of the marriage is then handed to the bride. and should be
carefully preserved in her own possession.

‘The Wedding Favors.

In England, outside the church, as soon as the ceremony is
completed —and not hefore, for it is regarded as unfortunate—a
box of the wedding favors is opened, and every servant in waiting
takes care to pin one on the right side of his hat, while the coach-
men, too, ornament thevewith the ears of their horses. Inside the
church the wedding favors are also distributed, and a gay, gallant
and animated scene ensues, as each bridesmaid pins on to the coat
of each bridegroomsman a wedding favor, which he returns by
pinning one also on her shoulder. Every “favor” is carefully
furnished with two pins for this purpose; and it is amazing to see
the flutter, the coquettish smiling, and the frequent pricking of
fingers, which the performance of this piguent and pleasant duty
of the wedding bachelors and ladies “in waiting '’ does occasion!

The Return Home.

The bridegroom now leads the bride out of the church, and the
happy pair return homeward in the first carriage. The father and
mother follow in the next. The rest ““stand not on the order of
their going,” but start off in such wise as they can best contrive.

The Wedding Breakfast,

The bride and bridegroom sit together at the ccntre of the table,
in front of the wedding cake, the clergyman who performed the
ceremony taking his place opposite to them. The top and bottom
of the table are occupied by the father and mother of the bride.
The principal bridesmaid sits to the left of the bride, and the
prineipal bridegroomsman on the left of the bridegroom. It may
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not be unnecessary to say that it is customary for the ladies to
wear their bonnets just as they came from the church. The
bridesmaids cut the cake into small pieces, which are not eaten
until the health of the bride is proposed. This is usually done by
the officiating clergyman, or by an old and cherished friend of the
family of the bridegroom. The bridegroom returns thanks for
the bride and for himself. The health of the bride’s parents is then
proposed, and is followed by those of the principal personages
present, the toasts of the bridesmaids being generally one of the
pleasantest features of the festal ceremony. After about two
hours, the principal bridesmaid leads the bride out of the room as
quietly as possible, so as not to disturb the party or attract atten-
tion. Shortly after—it may be in about ten minutes—the absence
of the bride being noticed, the rest of the ladies retire. Then it
is that the bridegroom has a few melancholy moments to bid adieu
to his bachelor friends, and he then generally receives some hints
on the subject in a short address from one of them, to which he is
of course expected to respond. He then withdraws for a few
moments, and then returns after having made a slight addition to
his toilet, in readiness for travelling.

In some recent fashionable weddings we have noticed that the
bride and bridegroom do not attend the wedding breakfast, but
after a slight refreshment in a private apartment, take their
departure immediately on the wedding tour. But this defalcation,
if we may so call it, of the chief dramatis persone of the day, though
considered to be in good taste, is by no means a popular innova-
tion, but is rather regarded as a prudish dereliction from the
ancient forms of hospitality, which are more prized than ever on so
genial an occasion as a marriage.

Departure for the Homeymoon.

The young bride, divested of her bridal attire, and quietly
costumed for the journey, now bids farewell to her bridesmaids
and lady friends. A few tears spring to her gentle eyes as she
takes a last look at the home she is now leaving. The servants
venture to crowd about lher with their humble but heartfelt
congratulations ; finally, she falls weeping on her mother’s bosom.
A short cough is heard, as of some one summoning up resolu-
tion to hide emotion. It is her father. He dares not trust
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his voice ; but holds out his hand, gives her an affectionate kiss,
and then leads her, half turning back, down the stairs and through
the hall, to the door, where he delivers her as a precious charge
to her husband, who hands her quickly into the carriage, springs
in after her, waves lis hand to the party who appear crowding at
the windows, half smiles at the throng about the door, then, amidst
a shower of old slippers—missiles of good-luck sent flying after
the happy pair—gives the word, and they are off, and started on
the long-hoped-for voyage !

Etiguette after the Wedding.

The dress of the bride during the honeymoon should be charac-
terized by modesty, an attractive simplicity, and scrupulous neat-
ness. The slightest approach to slatternliness in costume, when
all should be exquisitely trim from chevelure to chaussure, would be
an abomination, and assuredly beget a most unpleasant impression
on the susceptible feelings of the husband. He will naturally
regard any carelessness or indifference in this respect, at such a
a time, as a bad augury for the future,

The Wedding Cards,

The distribution of these has long been regarded as an important
social duty ; it devolves, as we have already said, on the brides-
maids, who meet for that purpose at the house of the bride's
father on the day after the wedding. The cards, which are always
furnished by the bridegroom, are twofold—the one having upon it
the gentleman’s and the other the lady’s name. They are placed
in envelopes, those containing the lady's eard having her maiden
name engraved or lithographed inside the fold, and have all been
addressed some time before by the bridesmaids, to whom the
gentleman has given a list of such of his friends as he wishes to
introduce to his home. The lady generally sends cards to_ all
whom she has been in the habit of receiving or visiting while at
her father’s house. She, too, has now an opportunity of dropping
such acquaintances as she may not be desirous of retaining in her
wedded life.
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This point of sending the cards las until recently been con-
sidered as one requiring great care and circumspection, since an
omission has frequently been regarded as a serious affront. To
those parties whose visiting acquaintance is wished to be kept up,
on the bride’s card it has been the custom until lately to add the
words “ At home ” on such aday. But this usage is going out of
vogue.

To send cards without an address is an intimation that the par-
ties are not expected to call except in the case of friends who
reside far away, or when the marriage has taken place at a dis-
tance. In fact, the address is understood to denote ““ At home,”
by those who adhere to the custom; itis better, however, that
these words be put upon the cards.

A practice has grown up of late, more particularly where the
circle of friends is extensive, to send invitations to such as are not
called to the wedding feast to attend the ceremony at the church,
instead of issuing cards at all. When this rule is observed, it is
usual in notifying the marriage in the newspapers to add the
words “ No Cards.”

On the return of the wedding pair from their honeymoon trip,
about a month or six weeks after the wedding, they were, until
recently expected to be “ At home;” but the formality of recep-
tion days is now generally exploded. Intimate friends, whether
¢ At home” cards have been issued or not, will, however, be ex-
peeted to pay them a visit. But if reception days havebeen fixed,
the bride, with her husband and bridesmaids, will sit “at home "’
ready to receive those to whom cards have heen sent, the bride
wearing her wedding dress, and the company invited to partake
of wedding cake and wine, to drink the health of the bride.

Returning Visits,

The bride and her husband, or, in case he may not be able to
attend her, the principal bridesmaid—the last of whose official
duties this is—usually return all the wedding visits paid to them.
Those who may have called on the bride without having received
wedding cards should not have their visits returned, unless special
reason exists to the contrary, such visits being deemed an impolite
intrusion.

These return visits having been paid, the happy pair cease to
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be spoken of as bride and dridegroom, but are henceforward styled
the “ newly-married couple,” and then all goes on as if they had
been married twenty years.

Practical Advice to a Newly-Married Couple.

Our advice to the husband will be brief. Let him have no con-
cealments from his wife, but remember that their interests are
mutual ; that, as she must suffer the pains of every loss, as well as
share the advantages of every success, in his career in life, she has
therefore a right to know the risks she may be made to undergo.
We do not say that it is necessary, or advisable, or even fair, to
harass a wife’s mind with the details of business; but where a
change of circumstances—not for the better—is anticipated or
risked, let her by all means be made acquainted with the fact in good
time. Many a kind husband almost breaks his young wife’s fond
heart by an alteration in his manner, which she cannot but detect,
but from ignorance of the cause very probably attributes to a
wrong motive ; while he, poor fellow, all the while out of pure
tenderness, is endeavoring to conceal from her tidings—which
must come out at last—of ruined hopes or failure in speculation ;
whereas, had she but known the danger beforehand, she would
have alleviated his fears on her account, and by cheerful resigna-
tion have taken out half the sting of his disappointment. Let no
man think lightly of the opinion of his wife in times of difficulty.
Women have generally more acuteness of perception than men;
and in moments of peril, or in circumstances that involve a crisis
or turning-point in life, they have usually more resolution and
greater instinctive judgment.

We recommend that every husband from the first should make
his wife an allowance for ordinary household expenses—which he
should pay weekly or monthly—and for the expenditure of which
he should not, unless for some urgent reason, call her to account.

A wife should also receive a stated allowance for dress, within
which limit she ought always to restrict her expenses. An excess
of expenditure under this head should be left to the considerate
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kindness of her husband to concede. Nothing is more contempt-
ible than for a woman to have perpetually to ask her husband for
small sums for housekeeping expenses—nothing more annoying
and humiliating than to have to apply to him always for money
for her own private use—nothing more disgusting than to see a
man * molly-coddling ” about marketing, and rummaging about
for cheap articles of all kinds.

Let the husband beware, when things go wrong with him in
business affairs, of venting his bitter feelings of disappointment
and despair in the presence of his wife and family ; feelings which,
while abroad, he finds it practicable to restrain. It is as unjust
as it is impolitic to indulge in such a habit.

A wife having married the man she loves above all others, must
be expected in her turn to pay some court to him. DBefore mar-
riage she has, doubtless, been made his idol. Every moment he
could spare, and perhaps many more than he could properly so
appropriate, have been devoted to her. Ilow anxiously has he
not revolved in his mind his worldly chances of making her happy!
How often has he not had to reflect, before he made the proposal
of marriage, whether he should be acting dishonorably towards
her by incurring the risk, for the selfish motive of his own gratifi-
cation, of placing her ina worse position than the one she occupied
at home! And still more than this, he must have had to consider
with anxiety the probability of having to provide for an increasing
family, with all its concomitant expenses.

We say, then, that being married, and the honeymoon over, the
husband must necessarily return to his usual occupations, which
will, in all probability, engage the greater part of his thoughts,
for he will now be desirous to have it in his power to procure
various little indulgences for his wife's sake which he never would
have dreamed of for his own. He comes to his home weary and
fatigued ; his young wife has had but her pleasures to gratify, or
the quiet routine of her domestic duties to attend to, while he has
been toiling through the day to enable her to gratify these plea-
sures and to fulfill these duties. Let, then, the dear, tired husband,
at the close of his daily labors, be made welcome by the endear-
ments of his loving spouse—Ilet him be free from the care of hav-
ing to satisfy the caprices of a petted wite. Let her now take her
turn in paying those many little love-begotten attentions which
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married men look for to soothe them—Ilet her reciprocate that
devotion to herself, which, from the early hours of their love, he
cherished for her, by her ever-ready endeavors to make him happy
and his home attractive.

In the presence of other persons, however, married people
should refrain from fulsome expressions of endearments to each
other, the use of which, although a common practice, is really a
mark of bad taste. It is desirable also to caution them against
adopting the too prevalent vulgarism of calling each other, or
indeed any person whatever, merely by the initial letter of their
surname.

A married woman should always be very careful how she
receives personal compliments. She should never court them, nor
ever feel flattered by them, whether in her husband’s presence or
not. If in his presence, they can hardly fail to be distasteful to
bhim; if in his absence, a lady, by a dignified demeanor, may
always convince an assiduous admirer that his attentions are not
well received, and at once and for ever stop all familiar advances.
In case of insult, a wife should immediately make her husband
acquainted therewith; as the only chance of safety to a villain
lies in the concealment of such things by a lady from dread of
consequences to0 her husband, From that moment he has her at
advantage, and may very likely work on deliberately to the under-
mining of her character. He is thus enabled to play upon her
fears, and taunt her with their mutunal secret and its concealment,
until she may be involved, guilelessly, in a web of apparent guilt,
from which she can never extricate herself without risking the
happiness of her future life,

Not the least useful piece of advice—homely though it may be—
that we can offer to newly-married ladies, is to remind them that
husbhands are men, and that men must eat. We can tell them,
moreover, that men attach no small importance to this very essen-
tial operation, and that a very effectual way to keep them in good
humor, as well as in good condition, is for wives to study their
husbands’ peculiar likes and dislikes i this matter. Let the wife
try, therefore, if she have not already done so, to get up a little
knowledge of the art of erdering dinner, to say theleast of it. This
task, if she be disposed to learn it, will in time be easy endugh;
moreover, if in addition she should acquire some practical know-
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ledge of cookery, she will find ample rewards in the gratification
it will be the means of affording her husband.

Servants are difficult subjects for a young wife to handle; she
generally either spoils them by indulgence, or ruins them by find-
ing fault unfairly, At last they either get the better of her, or
she is voted too bad for them. The art lies in steady command
and management of yourself as well as them. The well-known
Dr. Clarke, who was always well served, used to say, “If is so
extremely hard to get good servants, that we should not lightly
give them up when even tolerable. My advice is, bear a little with
them, and do not be too sharp; pass by little things with gentle
reprehension; now and then a little serious advice does far more
good than sudden fault-finding when the offence justly occurs.
If my wife had not acted in this way, we must have been continu-
ally changing, and nothing can be more disagreeable in a family,
and, indeed, it is generally disgraceful.”

An observance of the few following rules will in all probability
ensure a life of domestic harmony, peace and comfort.

To hear as little as possible of whatever is to the prejudice of
others; to believe nothing of the kind until you are compelled to
admit the truth of it; never to take part in the circulation of evil
report and idle gossip; always to moderate, as far as possible,
harsh and unkind expressions reflecting upon others; always to
believe that if the other side were heard, a very different account
might be given of the matter.

In conclusion, we say emphatically to the newly-wedded wife,
that attention to these practical hints will prolong her honeymoon
throughout the whole period of wedded life, and cause her hus-
band, as each year adds to the sum of his happiness, to bless the
day when he first chose her as the nucleus round which he might
consolidate the inestimable blessings of home.

¢ How fair is home, in fancy’s pictured theme,
In wedded life, in love’s romantic dream !
Thence springs each hope, there every spring returns,
Pure as the flame that upward heavenward burns ;
There sits the wife, whose radiant smile is given—
The daily sun of the domestic heaven;
And when calm evening sheds a secret pawer,
Her looks of love imparadise the hour;
‘While children round, a beauteous train, appear,
Attendant stars, revolving in her sphere.”

HorLLaND’s Hopes of Matrimony.
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LETTERS.

LETTER I.

From a Gentleman to a Lady whom he has seen but
once.
Hype Park, May 3,18—
Miss:

Prompted by an impulse which I cannot control, and impelled
onward by a passion which overwhelms every other consideration,
I have dared to address you with the hope, faint, yet deathless,
that Fortune, which sometimes seconds a desperate resolve, may
thus far favor me.

1 acknowledge that, previous to yesterday, my eyes had never
beheld you; but no sooner did you flash across my path than I
felt enchained, enraptured, and experienced an instantaneous and
vivid impression to which T had hitherto been a stranger.

I could not remain easy a moment longer without ascertaining
your name and address. To accomplish this, I had the boldness
to follow your footsteps, and for this and subsequent acts of
tewmerity, I seek your pardon, and implore you to overlook the
offence for the sentiment which occasioned it.

That T should be charmed at first sight by so fair a presence
cannot be inconsistent in itself, or a matter of surprise to you;
doubtless this is not the first instance by many of your having led
the senses captive on the instant. It may, however, be the first
time of your having been addressed under similar circumstances ;
so that, while others hesitate outside the barrier, I have entered
the lists, and set my lance in rest.

For this display of eagerness and impetuosity, let me ask your
forgiveness, and at the same time remind you that it is not
altogetli»r incompatible with real regard, which some suppose
should bo of slow and gradual growth.
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I venture to assert, however, that in every case where two hearts
are concerned, affection has had its birth in some instantaneous
impression or sudden impulse. Esteem, respect, and regard, which
accompany the tender passion, follow afterwards. The heart is
first impressed with a hasty sketch, and the outline is at a later
date filled in.

I trust, therefore, Miss, that although this communication
emanates from one to whom youare unknown you will not conceive
it to be wholly undeserving of notice; but that you may be
induced to hold out some hope, however slight, and to favor me
with a few words of reply, from which I may extract hope to
animate me, and encouragement to persevere.

I have the honor to be, Miss,
Your devoted servant,

To Mis§ —— —
LETTER 1I.
From a Gentleman to a Lady whom he has met
casually.

) 27 WiLLoveusY STREET, June 28, 18—
Miss:

* T trust you will pardon the liberty which a comparative
stranger takes in thus addressing you, I confess I can advance
no stronger claim to your notice than that of having frequently
met you in your walks, and having seen you many times at church;
and I should not have dared to take this somewhat unusual step,
but for the conviction of the utter hopelessness of my ever gain-
ing admission to your presence through the ordinary medium of
introduction.

Pray, Miss, do me the favor to believe that the words I venture
to address to you are not dictated by any idle fancy or transient
passion. For weeks, for months, your form has taken possession
of my faculties, and your image has become indelibly engraved.
upon my heart, until at length, emboldened by despair, and urged
on by hope, I resolved to approach you in the manner I now do-—
the only way indeed which suggested itself to me as the least
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likely to cause you disquietude and embarrassment, and the best
calculated to procure for me a favorable hearing.

I flatter myself that, from the number of times I have had the
pleasure of meeting you—although in a casual way—you have
taken sufficient notice of me to possess some slight knowledge of
my personal appearance ; and, as I have appended my name and
address to this communication, the opportunity will be afforded
you—if you will deign so far to favor me—of making inquiries
respecting my character and position.

This accomplished;l most respectfully crave permission to wait
upon you, so that I may deliver with my own lips those sentiments
which have for so long a period absorbed my thoughts.

Once more, Miss, I entreat you to regard with an indulgent eye
the liberty I have taken, and to atiribute my boldness not to a
want of due respect, but to a sincere and irrepressible feeling of
regard which, fixed upon the attainment of a priceless possession,
sees no obstacle, and owns no impediment.

Trusting that you will favor me and honor me with a reply, I
beg to subscribe myself, Miss,

Your most humble and devoted servant,
To Miss

LETTER IIl.
Favorable Answer to the Foregoing.

GreEN Poixt, June 27, 18—
Sir:

I scarcely know whether I am acting rightly in answering
your communication, and I certainly should not have done so but
for the respectful and apparently earnest tone in which you have
addressed me.

You must not, however, misinterpret this concession as giving
you any immediate encouragement; and I must at once apprise
you that I cannot accede to your request of a personal interview.
I am living here under the care of my aunt; to her 1 have shown
your letter, and she bids me say that if you think proper to call
and see her any evening, she will give you a hearing. :

My subsequent determination will in a great measure depend
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upon the counsel I shall receive, joined to my own feelings and
inclination. Beyond this, I cannot for the present say more,
excepting that

I remain, sir, yours respectfully,

To Mr,  —
LETTER IV.
Unfavorable Amswer.
CrintoN StrErT, June 27, 18—
Sir: :

To your extraordinary letter I have nothing to reply, beyond
informing you that such communications are most unacceptable,
and I beg that all further correspondence may cease.

I am, sir, yours, etc,,
To Mr. ——— —_—

LETTER V.

From a Gentleman Disclosing a Passion he has long
felt but hitherto concealéd.

MouNnt VERNoON, July 17, 18—
Miss :

I know not how many letters, having a purport similar to that
which I have now the boldness to address to you, I have written
and destroyed. Nor can I say how long my heart has become
possessed of the warmest esteem and the most ardent admiration
for you.

Language fails to express how sedulously I have watched your
every movement, how breathlessly I have hung upon each word
you have uttered. What joy and happiness have been diffused by
your presence ! by your absence, what desolation and dejection!
When, at times, you have spoken to me in that kind and winning
manner peculiarly your own, I have been overwhelmed with
ecstasy ; and often have I lived for days and nights upon the
remembrance of one of your sweet smiles.
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But how, I often ask myself, am I to become worthy of such
excellence and perfection? By what steps am I to reach the
height to which I have dared to aspire? Oh, Miss, did I not know
your kindness of disposition and your goodness of heart, I should
now lay down my pen in despair, and count my aim as hopeless.
But knowing as I do that you will leniently judge my demerits,
and favorably estimate any qualities which, haply, I may possess,
I am not wholly without hope that I may ultimately be enabled to
win my way into your gracious favor.

To accomplish this, no opportunity shall be missed, no effort
spared, no toil denied. I shall consider myself as devoted to your
service—amply repaid by a few occasional words of approbation
and encouragement, and supremely blest can I but receive the
assurance that the prize for which I am striving shall one day be
mine.

May I trespass for a brief space further on your attention, by
requesting most respectfully the favor of a few lines inreply, which
I shall await with eagerness, impatience, and anxiety ?

I am, Miss, your devoted, humble servant,
To Miss ———

LETTER VI
Favorable Answer to the Foregoing.

5 Syrvan Grove, July 21, 18—
ir:

I have received your letter, in which you probably have
undervalued your own qualities as much as you have over-esti-
mated mine. At all events, from what I have seen of you, the
opinion I have formed is by no means to your prejudice, and I
offer no objection to your proposals.

But you must receive this reply conditionally, for before pro-
ceeding further, I must consult my mother, whose will in all things
I obey. Should she be favorably disposed towards you, you will,
in all probability, hear from her or me in the course of a few days.
Meantime,

I remain, sir, yours, obediently,

To , Esq. ——
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LETTER VIL,
Unfavorable Answer,

Haminroy Pracg, July 20, 18—
Sir:

I regret that you should have persuaded yourself into enter-
taining towards me sentiments which I am forced to tell you can
never be reciprocated.

In returning this answer, I assure you that it is not from a want
of perception of your worth, or appreciation of yourmerit ; on the
contrary, I ever shall esteem you, as I always have done, and I
am pained on your account that I cannot say more than this.

I am, sir, yours, truly and respectfully,

To , Esq.

LETTER VIIL

From a Gentleman advanced in Years to a Young
Lady.,.

ALDERNEY PARK, December 4, 18—
Miss:

You will probably be astonished on perusing the contents of
this Jetter, but I trust, nevertheless, that I shall not offend you by
what I have written, nor suggest occasion for ridicule.

I cannot disguise from you the fact that I am many years your
senior, and, according to every day notions, I ought not to address
you in any other strain than that which an elderly friend might
adopt. But if I venture to overstep the prescribed limits, I must
seek for an excuse in your loveliness and amiability, which have
taken so strong a hold of me, as to make me forget aught else but
that I admire you ardently and esteem you tenderly.

The world, I am aware, 13 apt to censure a union where a dis-
parity of years is conspicuous; but permit me to remark that
there are alliances far more ill-assorted, in which, it is true, there
is an agreement of age, but a want of harmony in views, tastes, and
sentiments, provocative of more unhappiness than the binding of
youth with age.
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Should you honor me with your hand, my endeavor would be,
by constant solicitude and affection, to make you forget or over-
look my gray hairs; whilst, in common gratitude for your having
consented to cheer my declining days, the remnant of my life
should be devoted to consulting your interests and gratifying your
wishes.

I trust you will not think I am hinting at a bribe when I state
that my means are more than ample to procure for you every com-
fort and luxury that life can afford ; and when I am gone I shall
be able to secure to you a provision befitting a lady.

Ardently trusting that yon may be prevailed upon to reply,

I remain, Miss, your sincere admirer,
To Miss

LETTER IX.
Favorable Answer to the Foregoing.

AsHLAND, December 12, 18—
Sir:

I need scarcely say that I was quite unprepared for a commu-
nication of the pature of that which you have addressed to me,
and it has taken me some time to decide upon so difficult and
delicate a matter,

I recognize the truth of your statement that there are many
alliances ill-assorted from other causes than disparity of age; and
from what I have seen and heard of you, I am inclined to believe
that any difference in this direction would be compeunsated for by
extra kindness and care. 1 therefore offer no opposition to the
wishes you have expressed.

On Wednesday next I am going to the house of my brother-in-
law, Mr. ——, and if you call there ir the evening you will see—

Yours, faithfully,
To

, Esq.
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LETTER X.
Unfavorable Answer.

g Easrt 89rr StrEET, December 7, 18—
IR :

In reply to your letter, I beg to say that I do not consider
disparity of age a barrier in itself, provided the younger companion
has a taste for quietude and seclusion, and is content to lead a
retired life. But I do not scruple to confess that, for the present
at least, I am differently disposed; and I feel certain that this
would be the source of irritation on one side and repining on the
other, and of consequent unhappiness to both.

While thanking you, therefore, for your kind expressions and
intentions, I must beg to decline the honor of your proposals;
and with best wishes

I am, Sir,

Yours, respectfully and sincerely,
, Esq. —_—

To

LETTER XI

From a Gentleman to a Lady whom he has Occasion=
ally met at Parties.

‘14 JacksON SQUARE, January 22, 18—
Miss:

Although I have had the honor and happiness of meeting you
on several occasions in society, it has been under such circum-
stances as precluded my addressing you in other language than
that adopted in ordinary social intercourse. I trust, therefore,
you will pardon me for having taken this method of communicat-
ing to you, for the first time, a subject of serious and delicate
import.

The numerous opportunities for observation that have been
afforded me. have served to convince me that thelady Iam address-
ing possesses moral qualities and mental endowments equal to her .
personal graces. These combined attractions have made a deep
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and lasting impression upon me, and to their possessor I beg most
respectfully, most sincerely, to tender my homage.

As I may happily claim the privilege of being not altogether a
stranger to you, my antecedents, as well as my present position,
are matters with which you are already, possibly, acquainted ; and
with regard to my character, I trust that any of the friends
beneath whose roof we have met will be able to inform you satis-
factorily.

If, therefore, Miss, you do not regard my appeal with disfavor,
may I beg the honor of an interview, in order that I may speak to
you more fully apon the subject to which I have here briefly
alluded ?

Anxiously awaiting your reply,

I remain, Miss,
Your most obedient servant,

To Miss

LETTER XII.
Favorable Amswer to the Foregoing.

g Rostyn Prack, January 26, 18—
IR :

Although I cannot affect to have no knowledge of you, I
must at the same time confess that I have hitherto viewed vou in
the light of a casual acquaintance, and it has never suggested itself
to me that you regarded me in any other character.

Your communication, therefore, has taken me by surprise; and
for the present I must be excused from saying more than that I
should wish to have further opportunities of forming my judg-
ment, and of consulting with my friends upon so important and
weighty a question. Meanwhile,

T remain, Sir,
Respectfully yours,

To , Esg.
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LETTER XIII.
Unfavorable Answer.

g BrooMiNgDALE Roap, January 15, 18—
R:

While thanking you for the flattering terms in which you
speak of me, I have no alternative—{rom circumstances which I
need not explain—than that of declining the honor you proffer.

At the same time I beg to express a hope that, notwithstanding
this reply, the friendly terms upon which we have hitherto met
will be in no degree altered.

I am, Sir, yours. respectfully,
To , Esq. ———

LETTER XIV.
¥From a Young Man to a Lady.

Hicu SrreET, BrookLyN, June 6, 18—
Miss:

In venturing to address these lines to you, I trust you will
not count me unworthy of your notice becanse I am engaged in
trade ; nor that you will deem the pursuit of commerce incom-
patible with refined sentiments and honorable esteem.

It is true that up to the present moment the only communica-
tions with which you have honored me have been those of a busi-
ness nature ; but even these every-day opportunities have sufficed
to reveal your worth, and have permitted me to entertain and
cherish for you a well-founded and lasting regard.

My having resided here for so many years must render my char-
acter pretty well known, and I trust that the reports which have
reached you have served to impress you favorably with my char-
acter, I may also inform you that my business is ina prosperous
state, extending and increasing season by season, so as to afford a
reasonable prospect of my being able, in the course of a few years,
to retire upon an independence.

All that 1s wanting to render my lot in life a truly enviable one
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is a wife ; and if, Miss, you would deign to listen to my proposals,
I should have both the desire and ability to render your new
position one of comfort, and I trust of happiness.

Should this communication appear at first sight sudden and
abrupt, I must beg of you to consider the peculiar circumstances
in which I am placed, prohibiting, as they do, those opportunities
of gradually contracting an intimacy which are allowed to persons
of more leisure and freedom of action.

Trusting that I may have the happiness to receive a favorable
reply, I remain, miss,

Yours very respectfully and truly,

rm———

To Miss ———

LETTER XV.
¥From a Young Lawyer to a Lady.

Camsrinee, July 7, 18—
Drar Miss :

I am bold enough to flatter myself with the belief that you
are not altogether a stranger to the fact of my having regarded
you for some time with an eye of tenderness.

The position in life which I at present,occupy, that of a junior
member of a profession, is one which the worldly and calculating
are pleased to consider fitted only for celibacy. Speaking meta-
phorically, it is said, that while a swimmer is struggling against
the tide he is better without a burden, which might prevent or
retard his reaching the shore; or that while one is climbing the
ladder of life he should not be clogged with a load which might
tend to press him downwards.

To these seemingly consistent axioms I have the temerity to
adopt opinions directly opposite. .My belief is that the struggles
of an early career are calculated to prove less severe and more
promising when there is one who constantly stands by to encour-
age and applaud; and the upward stormy path is rendered less
steep and galling to the tread, when a fair hand plucks forth the
briars, and strews flowers on the pathway instead.

May I be permitted, dear Miss, to apply these illustrations to
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yourself and to me ? May 1 be so sanguine as to hope that you
will construe with favoring philosophy this theory of companion-
ship; and that while I am fighting the battle of life I may find an
incentive in your approbation, a guerdon in your regard ?

Think not that in thus inviting you to identify your fate with
mine, I am either selfish on the one hand, or absurdly romantic
on the other. Although the outset of my life may resolve itself
mto a term of probation and a period of trial, I shall, notwith-
standing, be able to secure for you many of the amenities of life,
and in the end I trust to have it in my power fo raise you to a
position which, while it ennobles you, will derive a new charm
from its choicest and latest representative.

Beyond this T will not attempt to say more. I well know that
your generous nature needs no urging to accomplish a beneficent
action, and I venture to hope that a regard for my well-being, and
your belief in my loyalty, are such that, if you deem my prayer
worthy of being heard, you will not hesitate to seal my happiness
by granting it.

I am, dear, Miss,
Yours, faithfully and devotedly,

To Miss

LETTER XVI.
From a Military Officer ordered to the Fromtier.

Forr Dover, March 2, 18—

Drar

I had fondly indunlged in the hope that for some little time
longer I should he spared the pain of being banished from you,
and tearing myself from your sweet presence. Fate, however, has
willed it otherwise. An order has just been reccived for our regi-
ment to proceed further on, and with the promptitude of acnion
which characterizes military movements, the date of our starting
is settled to be the —th of the present month. The shortness of
the interval, and the numerous responsibilities which meanwhile
devolve upon me, unhappily prevent me from seeing you once
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more before I start, and, with heaviness of heart, I have no alter-
native but to sit down and pen you a few lines of sad farewell.

It would be almost idle to declare that at the present moment,
as indeed at every other, my soul is possessed with you. As I
write, your form stands before me, and I see your fair face, pale
and sorrowful, bent upon me while I am thus engaged. What
numberless recollections of the past rush in upon me! and how
my heart is overburdened with regrets for opportunities missed
and errors committed, the former never to be recalled, but the
latter, I hope, forgiven!

Let me, however, pass on to the future. It is said that we are
to return in two years. That period to some will be brief
enough, but to me it will appear an eternity. And with secret
delight I shall watch every sunset, recording as it will another
period of expatriation passed, another day journeying nearer
to you.

Dare I ask you to keep me in your memory during that long
dreary interval? The request may appear selfish, but how can
I consent to resign a prize so inestimable? Meanwhile my heart
shall be wholly yours. Every thought, every action of mine shall
be inspired by the memory of you, and your love shall be the
stimulus to deeds calculated to do honor to the name I bear.

Thus striving to achieve fame and reap rewards, I shall, with
the blessing of Providence, succeed ; and on my return we may
be permitted to enjoy—and enjoy the more supremely—a life of
happiness earned by effort and consecrated by fidelity.

I could fill many sheets of paper with these parting words, but
I should even then fail to express one tithe of the affection which
my heart feels for you, or the absorbing and overwhelming gllef
which this parting occasions,

Farewell, dear , farewell! May every blessing of Heaven
light upon you and attend you! May a Higher Power have you
constantly in its care and keeping, shielding you from danger,
and directing your steps in pleasant places !

These aspirations, and every other tender and fervent wish
which can emanate from a true and devoted heart, will ever be
entertained for you by

Yours, faithfully and affectionately till death,

To Miss
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LETTER XVII,

From a Gentleman to a Young Lady with whom he
has lomg been Acquainted.

BrooxkLyx, February 17, 18—
DEar Miss

Nothwithstanding the long acquaintance which has existed
between us for so many years, I have never ventured to address
you in warmer terms than friendship warrants. Nevertheless, I
have long secretly entertained a tender regard for you, and I feel
that the privilege of calling you mine would be the greatest felicity
upon earth.

You cannot doubt the sincerity of my passion, since it is not of
recent existence, but has grown out of my long intercourse with
you, and has been fed and nurtured by those charms of mind and
person which, above all other ladies of my acquaintance, you pos-
sess.

For myself, you have doubtless seen sufficient of me to lead you
to a-favorable or unfavorable judgment, and now that I have con-
fessed how dear you are to me, need I tell you with what mingled
sensations of hope and mistrust I count upon your verdict ?

With each post I shall anxiously expect to receive the dear,
welcome missive, and I shall mark that day of my life with a white
stone which enables me to exchange the title of friend for that of
Jover.

I am, dear Miss, your sincere admirer,

To Miss

LETTER XVIII.
Favorable Answer to the Foregoing.

CasrtLeTON, S. L., February 19, 18—
Dear Sir:

To one whom I have for so many years regarded as a friend,
and for whose good qualities I have the highest respect, I can
return no other than an acquiescing answer.
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I have mentioned the subject to my brother, who is now, as you
know, the sole relative I have left, and he not only approves my
acceptance of your proposals, but desires me to say, with his kind
regards, that he will be happy to see you on the earliest day you
can fix for a visit to his villa. Meanwhile,

I remain, dear Sir, yours very sincerely,

To , Esq.
LETTER XIX.
Unfavorable Answer,
Rurrerrorp Park, February 20, 18—
Dear Sir:

The task you have set me of replying to your letter is unhap-
pily a most painful one. I have been so long accustomed to regard
you as a friend that it grieves me beyond description to be com-
pelled to write anything in opposition to your views.

Candor, however, bids me declare that, much as I esteem and
honor you, I am unconscious of that deeper feeling of which the
heart should be susceptible towards one who proposes to occupy
the position that you would.

While feeling highly flattered at the preference you have shown
me, I deeply deplore its misdirection ; for I am certain that there
are many ohjects much more worthy of your affection than ever 1
could, be, who would feel only too happy to receive your attentions,
and but too proud to occupy the station to which you would raise
them.

I sincerely trust that this negative reply will cause no estrange-
ment between us, but that, on the contrary, you will approve of my
choosing rather to remain your friend—as I hope I shall—than to
consent to become in name only that which every woman ought to
be in heart ; moreover, if I do not mistake your nature, I believe
you to be too generous and noble-minded to seek an alliance upon
any other terms than those I have indicated.

I remain, dear sir, your sincere friend and well-wisher,

To , Esq. e
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LETTER XX.

From a Gentleman to the Father of a young Lady to
whom he proposes to pay his Addresses,

29 Parr AvENUE, October 9, 18—
Sir:

Having had the honor of meeting your daughter several times
at the houses of mutual friends, I have learnt to conceive a great
regard for her, and desire no higher happiness than the possession
of her hand. )

I have reason to believe that my attentions to your daughter are
not altogether distasteful; and I therefore respectfully beg per-
mission to pay my addresses to her, and to be recognized by your-
self and family as her suitor.

Although I am young, the position I occupy is a good one, and
there is every reasonable prospect of my circumstances improving
as time advances, so that I feel certain of being able to maintain
your daughter suitably.

Asyou are on terms of intimacy with some of my connections,
you will be enabled to learn from them such other particulars as
you may desire to know. And I may be permitted to add that, in
the event of my proposals meeting your approval the study of my
life will be to prove myself worthy of the father’s confidence and
the daughter’s love,

Awaiting the favor of a reply,

I remain, 8ir, yours very respectfuily and faithfully,

To , Bsq,
LETTER XXI.
Favorable Answer to the Foregoing.
28 Asuvranp Pracg, October 13, 18—
DeAR SiR:

In reply to your communication, I have great pleasure in say-
ing that the inquiries I have made have satisfied me as to the
stability of your position and the excellence of your character ; and
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I therefore freely give my consent to your paying your addresses
to my daughter.

We shall have a small family dinner-party here on Wednesday
next, at which I shall be happy to see you, and will take the oppor-
tunity of introducing you to the various members of our home
circle.

I am, dear Sir, yours, very truly,

To , Esq. —_—
LETTER XXII.
Unfavorable Answerx to the Foregoing.
CrinToN PrAcg, October 14, 18—
SR

I regret that the painful task devolves upon me of returning
an answer to your communication which may, for the moment,
occasion you some disappointment.

I have not one word to urge against your character, which I
believe to be an estimable one, nor do I for a moment question
your present position or your future prospects ; but I eannot shut
my eyes to the fact that your youth and inexperience unfit you at
present for the duties and responsibilities of married life. Tam
also an enemy to protracted courtslip, and, therefore, I must beg
to decline the honor you propose.

How far I might be induced to reconsider my determination at
some future time it would be premature at present to say ; nor do
I think it desirable, either for my daughter’s welfare or your own,
that any compact or pledge should be imposed which both of you
might hereafter regret having entered into.

With the most sincere wishes for your welfare and happiness,

I remain, Sir, yours truly.

To , Esq,
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LETTER XXIII.

From a Gentleman to the Mother of a Lady whose
Hand he solicits.

St. Mark’s Pracg, June 19, 18—
Mapam:

Permit me, most respectfully, to inform you that for some
time past I have entertained a tender regard for your daughter,
and I now solicit the happy privilege of visiting her, and, at the
same time, of paying my respects to you.

My means are amply sufficient to maintain in comfort and
respectability the lady who would honor me with her hand, and I
trust that my disposition is such as to leave a daughter no cause
to regret that she had exchanged a mother’s home for a husband’s

" roof.
As I have the honor of being known to Mr. and Mrs. ,

who are, I believe, intimate friends of yours; they will be able to
satisfy you upon many points upon which it would be scarcely
becoming of me to enlarge.

Trusting I may have the pleasure of receiving a favorable

reply,

I remain, Madam, yours truly and respectfully,

To Mrs, —
LETTER XXIV.
Favorable Answer to the Foregoing.
PierrePONT PLACE, BrookryYN, June 24, 18—
DEAR Sir:

I have consulted my daughter respecting the communication
with which you favored me, and have also made inquiries of Mr.
and Mrs. concerning you, The result isthat I feel it would
be selfish of me to interpose any obstacle to your wishes, and you
have, therefore, my consent to pay your addresses to my daughter,

It may not be out of place here to remind you how devotedly I
am attached to this my only tie upon earth, and with what tender-
ness and care Clara has been reared ; while to me she has been the
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most dutiful and affectionate of daughters, and I believe will make
the best of wives.
Some of our relations from the country are coming to spend the

day with us on Monday, and in the evening we shall be happy to
gee you.
I am, dear Sir, yours, faithfully,

To , Esq. —
LETTER XXV,
Unfavorable Answer to the Foregoing.
King’s Briver, June 22, 18—
Sir: :

I regret being compelled to return a negative reply to your
letter. Ever since my daughter has been left fatherless, her
existence and mine have been bound up in each other, and neither
of us would consent to take a step which was not calculated to
promote mutual as well as individual happiness. To you it may
appear that I am harsh and selfish in deciding adversely to your
wishes, but T can conscientiously acquit myself of any such feel-
ings and motives, and assure you that in declining to receive your
proposals, I believe I am best consulting the interests of all parties
concerned.

I do this with the greatest respect, and at the same time acknow-
ledging your worth of character and personal good qualities ; and
trusting you will accept the wishes of my daughter in unison with
my own, that your future may be prosperous and happy,

I am, 8ir, yours very respectfully,
To

, Esq.

LETTER XXVI.

From a Young Lady to her Father, acquainting him
with Proposals of Marriage,

IrvingTon, N. Y., 18—
My DeAr FATHER:

Duty and affection prompt me to put you in early possession
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of a circumstanee which, while it is important to me, concerns also
your own honor and happiness.

Mr. , of this place, who has been some time paying atten-
tion to me, has at length made me a formal proposal. My answer
was that Iwould consult you upon the matter, and would acquaint
him with your determination.

I confess to being predisposed in Mr.
appears to be a man of good sense, amiable disposition, and kind
heart. Against his character I can hear nothing ; but, on the con-
trary, every one speaks of him in terms of the highest praise. But,
my dear father, I would not consent to proceed a step farther
until you should have satisfied yourself that the object of my pref-
erence is such as you approve in every respect.

Your invariable kindness and care have inspired me with an
unbounded confidence 1 everything that you undertake on my
behalf, and I fecl certain that while on the one hand you would
not suffer me to contract an unworthy alliance, neither on the other
wonld you exercise your judgment capriciously, or unnecessarily
bar my happiness.

Mr. has been for some years on visiting terms with our
old friends the ; it was there that I first met him, and I
doubt not that from this quarter you will gain all the information
you require.

Meanwhile, rest assured that whatever your decision may be, [
will abide by it, proving to you that in this, as in all things else,

I am, my dear father, your dutiful and affectionate daughter,

To . Esq.
LETTER XXVII.
From a Rejected Suitor.
CaarrEsTON, May 8, 18—
Miss:

Although, by addressing you once again, I run the risk of
offending you, I must beg of you to consider my importunity as
the result of an admiration so ardent and sincere that it will not
bear to be represssed by ordinary discouragement.

's favor. He
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Some time has elapsed since I had the unhappiness to receive

. from you an answer rejecting my proposals. But as, in the inter-

‘val, it is possible that circumstances may have occurred to induce

you to alter your determination, I appeal to you again with the

hope that you may be inclined to review, and I trust to reverse,
your former decision.

It is possible that some points of my character may have been

. misunderstood, or that I have been judged hastily in matters
which the lapse of time has served to explain satisfactorily. There
may be attaching to me some failing—of which, alas! I know I
have many—that needs but my consciousness of its existence to
bring about its removal.

Be the cause what it may, I trust that I am not regarded by
you with positive dislike or unconquerable aversion, and T implore
you to afford me the opportunity of removing any prejudice that
may exist, and of convincing yon by unswerving devotion and
unchangeable regard that you are all in all to me.

I do not speak idle words, or proclaim an empty promise, when
I say that there is no sacrifice I would hesitate to make, no line
of conduct I would refuse to adopt, could I but win your favor,
Again, therefore, let me entreat you to point out any defect of
mine which causes you repugnance, and I will at once eradicate it.

Trusting that your heart may open to my appeal,

I remain, Miss,
Your most faithful and devoted servant,

To Mis§ ——

LETTER XXVIII.
Favorable Answer to the Foregoing.

Norwicn, May 13, 18—
Dear Sir:

After long and anxjous consideration, I am induced to yield
to your appeal, and so far to accede to your request as to with-
draw the positive refusal I once gave you, and to consent to a
renewal of our correspondence on the same footing as formerly.

A lady is not expected to assign reasons for her decisions, but



62 READY-MADE LOVE LETTERS.

for your own satisfaction I may inform you that certain circum-
stances have recently come to my knowledge which put matters in
a different light to that in which I viewed them previously.

I intend going to Charleston next week, and shall take up my
abode with Mrs. ; and if you think proper to call there, you
will no doubt be made welcome.

I am yours, truly,

To R
LETTER XXIX,
Unfaverable Answer to the Foregoing.
Norwarxk, Cr., May 10, 18—
Sir:

In reply to your letter, I beg to say that I see no reason to
alter the determination I had previously arrived at, and I must
therefore beg of you, once and for all, to spare yourself the
trouble and me the pain of communicating further upon the
subject.

I am, Sir, yours obediently,

To , Esq. P

LETTER XXX.

From n Widower to a Widow, with Proposals of
Marriage.

Un1oN SQUARE, August 3, 18—
DeAR MapaM: )

The length of time that I have enjoyed the honor of your
acquaintance will probably have been sufficient to put youin pos-
session of my previous history, while your own, I'need scarcely
say, is well known to me.

It appears, then, that we have both sustained a loss, which we
may not unreasonably hope to repair; and while I am studying to
cause you to forget the sorrows of the past in the happiness of
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the present, I shall without doubt derive the same consolation
from your society and kind offices.

Believe me, then, when I tell you that I entertain for you a sin-
cere and affectionate esteem, founded upon a long and intimate
knowledge of your many excellent qualities, and I crave, that for
the remainder of our lives I may become the guardian of your
interests and the possessor of your hand.

Should you—as I ardently trust you will—accept my proposals,
no opportunity shall be wanting to prove to you that I am, as I
now venture to subscribe myself,

Yours, ever truly and faithfully,

ettty

To Mrs.

LETTER XXXI.
Widow?’s Answer, accepting Proposal,

12 Crinton PrAce, August 7, 18—
DEear Sik:

I will not attempt to conceal that from the various opportu-
nities I have had of observing your character and disposition, I
have conceived for you a feeling of friendliness.

It would be affectation in me to say that I am indisposed to
re-enter the marriage state, and I can offer no objection to your
proposals, only trusting that your actions will be in keeping with
your sentiments.

To-morrow evening I am going with my brother and his wife to
a concert, and if you would like to escort me thither, further
opportunities will be afforded us of talking over the subject of our
correspondence, and I shall at the same time have the pleasure of
introducing you to my nearest surviving relatives.

I am, dear Sir, yours, sincerely,
To

, Esq, e
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LETTER XXXII
Widow?’s Answer Declining.

East 620 SrreET, August 10, 18—
SIr:

I have given your letter long and earnest consideration, and
have at length arrived at the conclusion that I shall be best con-
sulting my interest and happiness by remaining in my present state.

Such being my determination, I do not scruple to acknowledge
that from the high esteem in which I hold you, there i3 no one
with whom I would more readily have shared my lot in life, had
I felt so disposed. But my decision is unalterable, and for the
remainder of my life I must content myself, if you will permit me,
to remain, :

Your sincere friend and well-wisher,

To , Esq. oo
LETTER XXXIII.
Widow’s Answer Declining.
Carrrox Housg, August 6, 18—
Drar Sir:

The only answer I can return to your communication is, that
for the present my affairs are in so unsettled a state that I could
not think of involving any other person in them.

I confess that your attentions are not disagreeable to me, and
if you choose to await the issue of events, I shall be in a position
shortly to return you a free and unqualified reply. At the same
time, I do not wish to pledge you to any line of conduct. If you
choose to abide the settlement of my affairs, so let it be ; if not,
you will receive no reproaches from me for acting as you think
best for your interests.

I am, dear Sir, yours, truly,
To

. Esq. _—
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LETTER XXXIV.
From a Gentleman to a Lady, with a Present.

WasHINgTON Prace, November 1, 18—
Dear Miss :

I have done myself the honor of enclosing you a small token
of my esteem and regard, and beg that you will favor me by your
acceptance of it. I trust, however, you will not measure its intrin-
sic worth by the value you have in my eyes, for to find an equiva-
lent worthy of you would be a fruitless search and an impossible
achievement,

If, my dear Miss, you will deign to retain this little offering in
your possession, and will occasionally bestow a kind thought upon
him from whom it came, you will be conferring great happiness
upon

Your ever devoted and attached,
To Migs ——— —

LETTER XXXV,
Answer Accepting.

Newark, November 28, 18—
DEAR Bir:

I have safely received the handsome present you have sent
me. I regret that you should have gone to the expense of so
costly an article, when any little souvenir of comparatively trifling
value would have answered the purpose of remembrance.

Lest, however, you should think that I am finding fault with
your evident desire to please, let me assure you that I will wear
this token of your regard, by way of marking my appreciation of
the giver and the gift, and that I shall ever be, as I am now.

Yours, very faithfully,

To , Esq. —_—
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LETTER XXXVI,
Answer Declining the Gift.

Forest HomE, November 8, 18—
Drar Sir:

While thanking you for your kindness in forwarding me so
handsome a present, I must at the same time beg to decline its
acceptance.

I trust you will not think that I am wanting in respect towards
you, nor deem me over punctilious, when I tell you that, in the
present stage of our relations to each other, I do not feel justified
in accepting gifts, which in my opinion are only compatible with
friendships of close intimacy and long standing. I hope, there-
fore, that you will not feel hurt by my returning your present,
nor the less believe that

T am yours, sincerely,
, Esq. ——

To

LETTER XXXVII,

From a Lady, enclosing her Card de Visite, to a
Gentleman.

Hicrranps, October 12, 18—

DeAr Mr.

In answer to your repeated request that I would send you

my portrait, I have at length been induced to enclose the sem-
blance of my unworthy self.

If, as you have often assured me, the possession of g0 insignifi-
cant a token will afford you happiness, I trust that in moments of
bitterness and trial one glance of the counterfeit will suffice to
assure you that the original sympathizes with you'; and when
you are prospering you may detect in these lineaments an expres-
sion of kindred pleasure and gratification suggestive of the regard
felt for yon by

Yours, ever truly,
, Esq. —

To
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LETTER XXXVIII.
Answer Acknowledging the Same,

MonTAacUE STREET, BrookLYN, October 18, 18—
Dear Mrss:

The receipt of your charming portrait—so long looked for
and desired—has afforded me inexpressible pleasure, and I hasten
to thank you for so kindly acceding to my wishes.

Believe me that this dear resemblance of yourself shall no
more leave my possession than shall your memory be effaced
from my heart. I shall regard it as my talisman, deriving from
its smile approbation and encouragement in the struggles of life,
and drawing from that sweet, feeling expression which the limner
has so faithfully reproduced, sympathy with suffering, and conso-
lation in sorrow.

May the happy day be not far distant which will give to me the
original of this fair image, is the prayer of

* Your devoted and affectionate admirer,

To , Esq. —_—
LETTER XXXIX,
¥From a Widower to a Young Lady.
' 0ax Pagg, July 4, 18—
Dear Miss

Although it has been my lot to be previously united to
another, I trust you will not on that account deem my sentiments
towards you wanting in sincerity and truth.

It is sometimes said that an alliance with one who has been pre-
viously married is like aceepting affection at second hand. But [
venture to assert that it is from persons who are similarly situated
to myself that the deepest and most lasting devotion is to be
expected. Experience has taught the worth of woman's affection,
and sorrow has chastened the disposition into feelings of grati-
tude.

If. therefore, you will condescend to countenance my proposals
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for your hand, you shall not, believe me, ever have cause to regret
your acceptance of mature affections, or the entrusting of your
happiness into the hands of one who begs to subscribe himself
Truly and affectionately yours,
To Miss

LETTER XL.
Favorable Answer to the Foregoing .

Rossnre, July 9, 18—
Sir:

From what 1 have heard and seen of you, I am inclined to
believe in the sincerity of your professions, The unexpected and
somewhat unusual nature of the circumstances, however, precludes
me for the present from consulting my friends ; but I may say
that, in the meantime, your communications will be favorably

received, and that
I remain, yours truly,

To , Esq. —
LETTER XLI.
Unfavorable Amnswer,
Bonp StrEET, July 7, 18—
Sir:

Without for a moment doubting the sincerity of your senti-
ments, or questioning your worth, I am compelled to decIa1e that
I cannot listen to your proposals.

Accept, however, my best wishes, and believe me to remain,
Respectfully yours,

To , Esq. —
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LETTER XLII.
From a Gentleman to a Lady on being Accepted,

PuinaprrpuIiA, August 5, 18—
DEAR

I feel that language is powerless to express the boundless joy
and happiness which took possession of my breast when I perused
the lines traced by your own dear hand, telling we that my suit
had been accepted. Again and again I read those sweet, those
entrancing words, each time with increasing transport and a new-
born pleasure. More than once I doubted the evidence of my
senses, half believing what I saw and felt to be one of those dreams
which mock the lover with delusive hopes, and spread for him a
banquet which may never touch his lips.

But now that I have awakened to the reality of my good fortune,
and have become assured of its positive existence, the world
appears to me to be made anew, and I feel a bliss which hitherto
I could not imagine mortals might taste.

To you, dear , the author of this new-found joy, are due
my most fervent and heartfelt acknowledgments. The felicity
which you have bestowed upon me 1 will endeavor to return, by
unceasing efforts to secure and promote your happiness. I will
seek to conduct you through the devious way of life by its most
pleasant and easy paths, making the burden of existence light,
diminishing its cares and multiplying its joys, so that hereafter
you may be enabled to look through the long vista of years, and
single out the day upon which you plighted your troth to me as
one of auspicious import and happy influences.

In a few days I hope to have the happiness of being by your
side. Till then, adieu!

And believe me, dear, your affectionate and happy lover,

—————t

T0o MiSS —emmmnn
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LETTER XLIIL
Congratulating a Lady on her Birthday.
Astoria, May 4, 18—

Dear

Since every circumstance which associates itself with you
finds interest in my eyes, I cannot allow the anniversary of your
birth to pass without hailing it as the auspicious day which, by
giving you to the world, indirectly becomes to me also the advent
of a bright and happy existence.

My heart is too full to congratulate you in appropriate terms,
but what is wanting in eloquence I will endeavor to convey in
earnestness. May you live to see many, many of these occasions;
and may each succeeding anniversary find you happier than the
last, and leave you still entering upon the threshold of new joys!

I have enclosed a trifling memento of the event, which you will
greatly please me by accepting and wearing. It is accompanied
by every wish which affection and solicitude can dictate. And
with repeated assurances of my deep and abiding regard,

Believe me, dear , yours affectionately and devotedly,

To Miss

LETTER XLIV.

From a Gentleman to a Lady desirous of remewing
a previous Acquaintance.

New Orreans, March 4, 18—
Dear Miss

You will no doubt be surprised, after the lapse of so long a
period, to receive a letter from me. My absence and silence have
both arisen from an extraordinary series of accidents; and, while
craving you not to judge my apparent neglect prematurely, I also
ask permission personally to tender you such explanations as I
believe you will admit to be satisfactory.

Need I tell you that the motive for my now addressing you is to
seek a renewal of the acquaintance which I could formerly make
my boast? Need I tell you, also, that deprived of the influence
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of your kind words and sweet, cheering smiles, I have been living
and moving in & continuous shade ? No wonder, then, that I once
more pine for the warmth and sunshine or your friendship.

Let me entreat you to recall those delightful days of a bygone
time, with their old associations and pleasant memories, and §
conjuring them up, to give me again a place in that heart, which,
if I err not, once owned feelings of tenderness towards me. If you
will yield this favor, my constancy for the future shall make
ample amends for aught of anxiety or apprehension you may
have experienced on my account, and I will never again place
myself in a position calculated to be attended with the same
results,

My intention is o pay a visit to New York next week. While
there, may I do myself the pleasure of calling upon you, in order
that the opportunity may be afforded me of giving an account of
my conducs, and of allowing me to receive the privilege of being

still
Your devoted and attached admirer,

To Miss ~—— ———

LETTER XLV.
Favorable Answer to the Foregoing.

WAVERLY Pracg, March 8, 18—~
Dear Mk.

The receipt of your letter was indeed a surprise; for from
your long silence I had concluded that I should never hear from
you again. At present your conduct appears inexplicable, and I
confess that I felt so hurt as to persuade myself with the greatest
difficulty to write to you again. You cannot deny that appear-
ances are greatly against you; but since you declare that you can
satisfactorily explain yourself, I have no desire to be either incred-
ulous or harsh. i

We are, as you see, still living at the same residence, and if you
can muke good your protestations, you will receive a welcome
here as of old, and I shall still be

Yours truly, .
To Mr. _—
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LETTER XLVI.
Answer Declining.

. MerroPoLITAN HoreL, March 7, 18—
Dear Sir:

I am rejoiced to find that after so long an absence you can
give an account of yourself as being well, and that you are appar-
ently in the best of spirits.

I do not question your ability to render a plausible version of
your seemingly extraordinary behavior. I must, however, beg to
decline renewing the friendship with which you formerly favored
me. The passage of time has brought with it new associations
and connections, and I am now content to allow things of the past
to remain undisturbed. Nevertheless, you have my best wishes.
And

1 remain, yours respectfully,

To , Esq. —

LETTER XLVIL

From a Gentleman in New Yeork to his Affiamced im
the Country.

CorracE Prace, May 8, 18—
My DeARr

My firsi and most pleasant duty after arriving here is to write
and let you know how I am progressing.

Immediately upon setting foot in New York, I waited upon Mr.
, urging him to expedite my business as speedily as possi-
ble. I have seen him since on the same matter, and have
evidently surprised him by my impetuosity. Little does the
worthy man guess that my impatience is prompted by a desire to
hasten back to the gentlest and fairest of her sex.

Perchance you may imagine that because I am sojourning in
this gay and glittering city, I am in the midst of its pleasures for
a time forgetting you. But should such a suspicion have crossed
your mind, dismiss it as unworthy of us both. I acknowledge I
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am not altogether a hermit, nor would my dear wish me to
be. But in whatever circle I mingle, how numerous and enticing
soever the attractions which surround me, believe me that these
only serve by contrast to recall the purer delight diffused by your
society, and your own superior charms and gifts beyond compare,

At present I cannot tell you how long I shall be absent, as so
much depends on others; but you may count upon my not losing
an hour or a moment, and the instant I am set at liberty, it will
be with only too joyful a feeling that I shall fly back to you.

Meanwhile, I will let you know day by day how affairs are
going on, and whenI am on the point of returning will definitively
acquaint you, so that you may know when to expect me.

And you will write often to me—will you not *—some of those
dear, long letters which give me so much pleasure to read, and
every word of which I devour again and again.

Believe me, my dear , that although distance separates us,
my heart is as near to you as ever. You are continually in my
thoughts, and your image is never absent from my sight. With
this assurance, I for the present say adieu! IHeaven bless you,
and keep you well and happy, is the heartfelt prayer of,

My dear , your devoted lover,

To Miss

LETTER XLVIII
From a Gentleman abreoad to his Lady Love.

SAN Francisco, June 18, 18—
My Dear :

Once more the delightful opportunity presents itself of corre-
sponding with you. Ihave enclosed, separately, an account of my
adventures and proceedings, wishing to devote these lines exclu-
sively to you, and to allow my heart to pour out uninterruptedly
all that it feels on your account.

Oh, my dear , words cannot tell how deep and abiding is
the love I feel for you! While toiling from place to place, your
image sustains me, and the recollection of words kindly spoken
and tenderly conveyed, serve to invigorate my energies and reani-
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mate my spirits. Without the possession of your affection my
present life would be darkness and void, but solaced by your love,
knowing as I do that I have deposited in my keeping a treasure
that monarchs might envy, I move onward, with light and certain
step, looking forward to that blissful moment when I may once
more clasp you to my heart, and lay at your feet the resulis of my
toil.

Since last I had the happiness to behold you, I have traversed
thousands of miles, and have been idenlified with every variety of
human life, but with the ever-shifting scene, my feelings remain
unchanged, and beneath the varying surface, an undercurrend still
sets in towards you.

By day and by night my thoughts are of you and with you.
Often in my solitude I recall many little scenes in which you and
I were actors; repeat to myself the words which on occasions you
have addressed to me, and depict some tender look which I have
detected travelling towards me; some gesture of affection and
regard which thrilled me then, and the sweet remembrance of
which is ecstasy now.

Much, very mach more could I say, did time and opportunity
permit me, but I am compeiled to conclude. My parting wish is
that you will write to me as often as possible, stating every little
particular about yourself, and acquainting me with the minutest
circumstance that concerns you.

Adieu, my dear , may God bless and guard you! Remem-
ber me in your prayers; keep me in your good wishes, and let
your heart remain all my own, and

Believe me, my dear
Your ever devoted and attached

To Miss

LETTER XLIX.

From a Young Lady in the Country to her Lover in
Philadelphia.

Sunny SipEg, June 10, 18—
My Drar

You will hardly expect me to tell you any news of our dull
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old village, where there is scarcely any change during the year,
and in which nothing has transpired since your departure. This
epistle must needs, therefore, relate chiefly to ourselves.

First let me hope that the change from a country existence to a
city life has not had a prejudical influence upon your health;
and next, that the pleasures and pastimes of town have not had
the effect of wholly effacing from your mind the memory of old
friends. Far be it from me to seek to circumscribe your enjoy-
ment; on the contrary, I hope you will make time pass as pleas-
antly as you can, and, indeed, when you return, I shall expect
you to tell me much of what you have seen.

But I earnestly hope that you will never forget that there is one
here who cares for you, and who with a leaven of selfishness, per-
haps, desires to see you return to dear old Sunny Side as single-
minded and unsophisticated as when you left it.

We all continue well here; our garden is looking beautiful, and
our birds, dogs, etc., are prospering. This is really the extent of
news I have to impart.

With the most sincere wishes for your health and welfare,

I am, my dear :
Affectionately yours,
To Miss ——— —_—

LETTER L.

¥From a Lady to a Gentleman who has Proposed a
Secret Marriage.

Lincory Parxk, April 4, 18—
Drar Sir:

Great as is my regard for you, I do not hesitate to tell you
promptly that I cannot consent tp what you propose. I will not
attempt to underrate the obstacles which presents themselves to
our union ; bui these afford only a show of reason, and do not in
reality warrant our taking an unusual step. In the end, we shall
surely find means to surmount these barriers, while mere preju-
dices may be conguered by time.

In instances of clandestine unions secrecy means deceit ; for, in
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order to realize the scheme, it is necessary for the chief conspira-
tors to act with duplicity towards their nearest and dearest friends,
to say nothing of the deceit practised upon society generally.
In our case, such conduct could not fail to challenge the adverse
judgment of those whose good opinion we most value; and the
result would be coolness, mistrust, and in some guarters positive
ill-will. These consequences I doubt if you have well weighed,
and I am sure you do not desire to brave them.

You will see, therefore, that from motives of policy aloune, it
will be wiser to abandon your project, while loftier impulses must
unhesitatingly condemn the prosecution of such a design.

Do not think that I am taking you to task, or conceive a mean
opinion of you for what you have done. I believe that affeclion
has blinded your judgment; while in my case, I must ask you
also to believe, that it is my true regard for yon which prompts
me to adopt a diametrically opposite view.

Let us, then, sincerely essay our best to overcome adverse cir-
cumstances. These, while darkening our present, may serve to
gild our future, and, while for the moment retarding our happi-
ness, may ultimately enhance it.

T am, dear, Sir,
Yours, truly and faithfully,
, Esq. ——

To

LETTER LIL

From a Lady to a Gentieman who Proposes a hasty
Marriage.

Wesr Point, Aprit 3, 18—
Dear SIR:

The term of our acquaintance is too brief to justify my acced-
ing at present to your request.

From what I have seen of other instances, I feel certain that a
hasty alliance is not calculated to produce good results; and,
apart from this consideration, 1 fail to recognize the necessity of
being precipitate in a matter which, beyond all the other events
of our lives, demands deliberation and caution.
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A connection which is to continue for life ought, in order to
ensure happiness, to be the result of something better than
impulse. 1t cannot be gainsaid that affection has its surest foun-
dation in respect and esteem ; and these can only be matured by
time and opportunity for observation.

1 think that, upon reflection, instead of quarrelling with the
decision I have arrived at, you will see its reasonableness, and be
disposed to agree with me; and whatever the ultimate turn of
affairs may be, you will hereafter be convinced that my hesitation
has been exercised as much for your interests and happiness as
for mine.

At all events, I feel persuaded that you possess too much good
sense to take umbrage at my refusing to entertain your propo-
sition. My refusal, after all, is as uncompromising to myself as it
is just to you. Moreover, it is an indirect compliment to you,
since it evinces a desire to contemplate still further a character
which, up to the present, has, I confess, revealed few exceptional
points.

With the best and most sincere good wishes,
I am dear, Sir, yours most faithfully,
. BEsq. ——

To

LETTER LI
From a Young Lady in Xllinois to her Lover Abroad.

CHIicacGo, September 2, 18—

My DEar

It affords me great happiness to find by the letters which I

receive from you that you continue in good health, and that,

although you are absent from your home and friends, you are not
wholly cast down in spirits.

If the assurance of my unalterable affection for you can make
you happy, pray receive it. 1 dare not tell you to what extent
you occupy my thoughts, nor how much I desire your return.
But since you ask me to repeat in writing that which I have more
than once told you with my lips. believe me that none other than
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yourself shall ever find a place in my regard ; and that when you
return you will find me unchanged as when you left me.

To show you that [ am curious at least respecting your move-
ments, 1 have to inform you that I have become quite a student
in geography and topography, and have learned all about the
countrics through which you have travelled, and in which you ndw
sojourn, so that in spirit [ accompany you, and mentally follow
your footsteps. ’

By night and day my prayers are for your safety and success,
and my trusi is that Providence will have you in its especial care
and keeping, nol only giving you health to bear up against trial
and toil, but blessing your undertaking, and so speeding it that
we may shortly welcome you home again.

And now, for the present, farewell! Do not omit to write by .
every opportunity, and

Believe me, my dear ,
Yours, faithfully and affectionately,

To Mr.

LETTER LIIL

From a Gentleman, whose Proposals have been pre«
viously Deferred, to the Father of his Intended.

Derrorr, Micn., February 7, 18—
Dear Sir:

The auspicious moment has arrived for me to acquaint you
that I have at length succeeded in attaining the object for which
I have been striving, and that now my position is sufficiently
established, and my means ample enough to enable me io enter
with confidence into the married state.

With regard to your daughter’s affection for me, I flatter myself
that I continue to retain it undiminished ; and, provided no other
impediment exists than that which I have succeeded in surmount-
ing, | respectiully solicit your sanction to our early union.

To satisfy you of the truih of my statements, I forward you the
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names of two gentlemen who are intimately connected with me in
business, and who are acquainted with the whole of my affairs.
And I shall be happy to afford you any other evidence of my
means and stabilify that you may require.
Trusting that you will favor me with an early reply,
I am, dear Sir,
Yours, respectfully and truly,

To , Esq. —

LETTER LIV.

From a Young Man in the Gold Diggings to his
Sweetheart.,

CavirorN1a, January 13, 18—

MY DEAREST :

At length, by the blessing of Providence, I am able to redeem
my promise, and claim you as the partner of my joys and sorrows
for life.

I trust, from your constant affection, when we both saw noth-
ing but want and distress before us, that the news of my prosperity
will be most acceptable to you. Never can I be sufficiently
thankful to Mrs. Banker for the help her kindness procured me,
but I shall feel far, far more grateful when I welcome my dearest
to a home on this side of the Rocky Mountains.

I send you , which will be amply enough for your outfit,
also , which pray give to your mother with my most affec-
tionate duty, and tell her that, however far removed from her
presence, neither you nor myself will ever forget that, now we have
the power, it is our bounden duty to assist and cherish het declin-
ing years.

I also send some little presents, chiefly of the produce of the
country, as tokens of friendship to (mention the names).
And now, with kindest love to all, and with heartfelt wishes for
your safe voyage and speedy arrival,

Believe me, dearest , your affectionate and impatient,

To Miss
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LETTER LV.

From a Young NMan to Another in referemce to an
Attachment.

Harvarp Universiry, January 3, 18—

My DEear

You will laugh at me, and with some reason, when I tell you
that my old skepticism about matrimonial happiness is at an end.
I have met with a young lady who, I believe, would convert even
you to a belief that marriage may be a very happy state, and that
bachelors are only miserable wretches after all.

In brief, I am the engaged and accepted suitor of Miss
whose you remember at Words can scarcely suf-
fice to express how great has been the enjoyment I have hitherto
derived from her society, and, the more I see of her amiable char-
acter and high accomplishments, the more certain do I feel that
the day which first made known to me her consent to share my
fortunes, will prove one of the happiest in my whole existence.

You may think this a very wild effusion, and one strangely at
variance with my former avowed callousness on the score of
domestic life, but, believe me, you will soon be a convert when
you see my dear Louisa.

Wishing that you may prove as fortunate in the selection of a
partner as I have at present reason to believe I myself am,
Believe me, my dear . €ver yOours,

, Bsq. —

To

LETTER LVIL
‘The Answer,

CamBRrIDGE, Mass., January 6, 18—
Dear oup FerrLow:

And so you really are to be a Benedick! Well! I have no
objection, provided you feel convinced that it is a measure likely to
tend to your happiness. For myself, I am still a bachelor,
although I do not know what such temptation as you appear to
have undergouc might do towards upsetting my present resolu-
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tions. You know I have no antipathy to matrimony, but, unlike
yourself, I have not independent means sufficient to render me
fearless of consequences, and should not be disposed to involve
any woman whom I could like sufficiently to make my wife, in a
doubtful state of circumstances—if not in a discomfort which must
be painful to a man of proper feeling and honor. At the same
time, believe me, I cordially sympathize with your delight at the
prospect of an agreeable union, and wish sincerely. that every
happiness may be the result.
Ever truly yours,

To —

LETTER LVII,
From a Ifudy to a Negligent Correspondent.

CrrFron, 8. L, June 2, 18—
Dear
I can no longer refrain from remonstrating with you upon
your remissness as a correspondent. You have now received from
me some three or four letters without deigning a single reply ; and,
although we are separated by a long distance, and I have no means
of hearing of your health and welfare, you suffer day after day and
week after week to pass without transmitting one line.

Does it not occur to you that this indifference amounts to
cruelty 2 In the absence of news from you my mind is tortured
with a variety of painful misgivings, and I cannot persuade myself
but that your silence is occasioned by illness or accident. I should
not like to bring myself to believe that this anxiety is caused
designedly; and yet, what am I to think, when it is beyond a doubt
that a few minutes daily would suffice to tell me that you are well
and happy ?

You should also bear in mind that your negligence in this respect
i calculated to make me appear insignificant in the eyes of others.
Every morning, at the breakfast-table, the chorus is, “What, no
letter from again!” and I am then called upon to defend
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you, and to invent excuses for your remissness, while in my secret
heart I condemn you.

Having now shown you the consequences of your thoughtless-
ness, I shall deem you incorrigible if you do not exhibit speedy
improvement, and shall be disposed to resent your conduct accord-
ingly; but so far I am ready to judge you in the spirit of for-
giveness, and, notwithstanding your want of consideration,

Remain, yours sincerely,

To Miss

LETTER LVIII.
From a Lady Accusing her Lover of Inconstancy.

Muorray Hiny, August 6, 18—
SIR:

I regret that I should be compelled to address you ina tone
of complaint, and upon a subject which is at once delicate and
distressing. I cannot, however, forbear reminding you that your
bearing has latterly been tinged by an amount of vacillation and
inconstaney which is as painful for me to witness as it is unworthy
of you to practise,

T am at a loss to understand conduct so utterly at variance with
the professions you are continually making, and so entirely out of
keeping with the character you have voluntarily chosen to assume.
If you wish to ignore the friendship you bhave thought proper to
form with me, and prefer the intimacy of others, I expect that you
will have the generosity to say as much, and at once terminate a
connection which your cohduct renders not only irksome but
unmeaning,

I have no wish to quarrel with your tastes in preferring evanes-
cent smiles and hollow phrases to the possession of true and honest
regard. But I protest against being made a participator in the
experiment, and if you consider the existence of a butt or foil
indispensable, I must ask vou to wake a choice of some other
object than

’ Yours obediently,
To o) Euq. —_—
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LETTER LIX.
From a Gentleman, Accusing his Love of Flirting.

BerceEN HiLi, January 8, 18—
Dear Miss:
1t would be impossible for me to express in adequate terms
the pain to which you are continually putting me by practising
what I take the liberty of describing as undue freedom with
others.

There is seldom an occasion which brings us together that is
not rendered most unhappy by your persistently attracting the
attention of a crowd of so-called admirers with suggestive loeks,
words, and gestures ; your humble servant in the meantime being
shut out from the circle as unworthy of your notice—an object of”
pity to those of better feeling, and a thing of scorn for the heart-
less.

You cannot, I am certain, be conscious of the evil you are
working by your cruel conduct. Could you but analyze the feel-
ings of those whom you momentarily seek to gratify, and who
profess to worship you so ardently, you would quickly be con-
vinced that while trifling with them, you were also deceiving
yourself. And could you but for a moment realize the pangs
that you occasion me, you would have no just cause for triumph-

Did I not know that you really possess tender feelings and a
kind heart, I should be inclined to judge you harshly. But as it
is, I can only impute to you one of two weaknesses—either that
your spirits overcome your judgment, or that you seek, by feign-
ing to be favorably disposed to others, to enhance your attractive-
ness in my eyes, and to redouble my ardor towards you.
Believe me that my affection needs no such incentives as these.
My admiration and regard for you spring from purer sources, and
will long outlive the mere passion of the hour.

You will not, I hope, be offended with me in daring to address
you thus plainly. You are too sacred in my eyes to be made the
mere sport of lisping courtiers, and I esteem your favorable
opinion too highly to suffer even the semblance of it to be djverted
from me to others.
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With reiterated assurances of unswerving attachment and devo-
tion,
Believe me, dear Miss :
Yours, ever sincerely and affectionately,

——

To Miss

LETTER LX.

From a Gentleman to his Aflianced Bride, asking her
to appoint the Wedding Day.

Grear Jones StreEr, August 4, 18—

My Dear :

Now that all the preliminaries to our union are settled I am
impatient to take upon myself the character of Ausband, and
petition you to name the happy day of our nuptials,

To the numerous other instances of your goodness and desize to
please me add that of fixing an early day for the celebration of
this most felicitous event. Each hour which separates me from
you appears an age, and each minute passed without youis a
deduction from the sum of my earthly happiness.

With kindest love,

Believe me, my dear ,
Your fondly affianced husband,

To Miss

LETTER LXI.
‘The Bride Elect’s Answer, appointing a Day.
CriFron, August 7, 18—
My Drar
Bince there is no evading the request you make in such direct
terms, I suppose I must accede to it, and do so by proposing —
the —th as our nuptial day.

There are some other arrangements in connection with this
event which I will make the subject of a future letter. Mean-
while, with kind remembrance,

I am, my dear X
Yours, ever affectionately,
, Esq. e

To
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LETTER LXIL

From a Gentleman, Apologizing for unjust Suspicions
and rude Conduct.

WasHINGTON SQUARE, April 6, 18—

My DrAr :

With feelings of the deepest shame and contrition, I acknow-

ledge my rude and hasty conduct towards you last night, and
implore your forgiveness.

I will not attempt to deny that I was for the moment blinded
by jealousy, and I did not perceive my error till too late. No one
can be more sensible than I am of the gross injustice and cruel
wrong I did you, in suspecting you capable of imagining, much
more of acting, with duplicity. My only excuse—if excuse it can
be called—is that my love for you overswayed my judgment, and
for the time reason was dead within me.

Inflict any punishment; impose upon me what penance you

“will, so that you do not withdraw from me, even for the briefest
interval, your confidence and affection. Leave me but these, and
I will endeavor to prove by the future exercise of forbearance
and discretion, how greatly I appreciate your clemency and kind-
ness.

Apart from all other considerations, however, I declare to you
that the anguish and remorse occasioned by having once offended
you are too galling and acute for me ever to attempt a repetition
of the offence.

Again and again sueing for your forgiveness,

Believe me, my dear :
Your truly repentant and affectionate

To Miss

LETTER LXIIL
The Lady’s Answer to the Foregoing.

DupLey’s Grove, April 7, 18—

DEraxr
I cannot disguise from you that-for a time your strange
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and unseemly behavior occasioned me great pain. Your angry
glance is still present to me, and your cruel words are still ringing
in my ears.

But since you acknowledge your fault in suitable terms, and
promise not to offend in like manner again, I do mot wish to
appear obdurate, and grant you my forgiveness.

I must, however, beg of you to be more guarded for the future.
T have never given you cause to entertain these hateful suspicions,
and you need not fear that I ever will. When, therefore, your
heated imagination or overstrained vision leads you to view circum-
stances in a distorted light, think for a moment that your affec-
tion for me will be best evinced, not by hasty upbraiding, but by
calmly investigating whether the blame you impute to me is real
or imaginary.

Having made reparation for your fault, you may consider your
peace effected. All is forgotten and forgiven. And I still remain,

Yours very affectionately,

To , Esq. —
LETTER LXIV.
The Lady’s Answer refusing Forgiveness.
Fort Haminrox, April 8, 18—
Sir:

If the present instance of your rudeness and indelicacy had
been the first, I should not have hesitated to overlook it. But
the repetition of conduct as inexcusable as it is cruel, proves to
me that you are afflicted with a hasty and ungovernable temper,
and that you care little for the pain you give others, so long as
you can vent your passion.

The obvious conclusion is, that if you allow your feelings to get
the better of you now, you would more certainly do so when a
change of position gave you what you would doubtless consider a
right to exercise—unlimited control over the object of your sus-
picions. In simple truth, I view with alarm the probable conse-
quences of an alliance under such circumstances, and you cannot

\
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be surprised if I refuse to forge for myself a chain which I might
be doomed to wear for life.

I desire, therefore, that from this day all correspondence may
be at an end between us; and, lest you seek to accuse me of being
harsh and unforgiving, I must remind you how often you have
confessed your folly in a similiar strain, and how you have over
and over again made promises of amendment, only to break them.

It is with great regret that I am forced to this decision, but feel-
ing, as I do, its justice, to say nothing of its expediency, all that
remains for me is to bid you farewell, and with best wishes, sub-
scribe myself,

Yours truly,

To , Esq. —_—

LETTER LXYV.
From a Lady, on sending her Miniature to her Suitor.

Bostow, July 11, 18—
Dear Sir:

Accept my very best thanks for your kind inquiries regard-
ing my health, which I am happy to say is as good as usual. My
thoughts often recur to the happy hours which we have passed
together—hours which I have thought have passed like minutes,
so full were they of the pleasure which I ever feel in your com-
pany. While I feel that my personal pretensions are but
humble, I believe that you will be pleased with the enclosed mini-
ature, the view of which, in my absence, may call to your mind a
remembrance of me. While I feel that the likeness is rather a
flattering one, still, should it but serve to bring me to your remem-
brance, the skill of the artist will not have been exercised in vain.
Pray accept it as a friendly memento from

My dear, Sir, ever sincevely yours,

To —, Esq. —_—
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LETTER LXVL
On receiving a Miniature from her Suitor.

Mysric, Cr., June 3, 18—
My Dear
I never thought that any fresh proof of your attachment was
needed, nevertheless, I have this day received another, and that
one of the most acceptable I could have desired, viz., the portrait
of him whom, of all others, I am most desirous to keep in recollec-
tion. In contemplating this specimen of the artist's skill, I feel
that it will ever recall you forcibly to my recollection, and in so
doing, will be a constant source of delight to my mind, and will
afford me some kind of solace during your absence. I need
scarcely add that I accept your gift with unspeakable delight,
although, at present, I have nothing better to send you in return
than a fresh assurance of my most constant attachment, which I
trust, may prove as welcome to you as your treasured miniature
has proved to me, and in this hope I remain,
My dear, ever yours affectionately,
, Esq. —_—

To

LETTER LXVII
From a Lady absent on a Visit, to her Husband.

New Orreays, July 22, 18—
My Dear:

In imagining what your thoughts and feelings are likely to be
during my absence, I have only to call to recollection what my own
have been on like occasions, when you, dear , have been
absent from home. How has my remembrance of you been then
interwoven with each minute of my existence! and how have I
counted the hours, till that had arrived which brought me intelli-
gence of your welfare! So justly do I appreciate your attach-
ment, that I feel convinced this feeling must be mutual, and I
picture to myself the smile of delight with which you will receive
my present letter. I know you will experience real satisfaction
in hearing that I still enjoy my health, and, in fact, was never bet-
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ter; and that the hospitality and kindly attentions of , 80 far
from diminishing, seem rather to increase. - They make it, indeed,
their study to surround me with comforts, and are constantly
devising some fresh plans which they think may conduce to my
amusement. Be assured, therefore, my dear , that, with
the exception of missing your cheering company, and that of our
dear children, I am as happy and lively as you, the fondest of all
my well-wishers, could desire me to be.

Having said this much of myself, let me now observe that T am
most anxious to receive a letter from you ; for I long to hear how
you and the children still continue in regard to health, and what
fresh occurrences have taken place since you wrote last. At pres-
ent, I have no reason for supposing that my absence from home
will be prolonged beyond the —th, on which day I hope again to
be with you. Give my kindest love to the children, and

Believe me, my dear , your ever affectionate wife,
To , Esq.

v,

LETTER LXVill

To a Gentleman who had sent an absurdly Romantic
Letter.

ParRK AVENUE, April 25, 18—
Sir:

I do not know whether your epistle was intended in a jest, in
which case its absurdity might have been excused on the grounds
of its plagiarisms. But if you can really write % earnest tc f]"‘:
woman whom you profess to esteem, I must express my humble
opinion that sueh is not the proper course by which to excite a
reciproeal feeling.

Regretting that you should have adopted a tone of writing which
neither modern usage, nor common sense at any time, could sanc-
tion,

I remain, Sir, your obedient servant,*
To Mr.

* The editor of the present work believes that an answer like the above might
often put to the blush the ‘“ gents” and ** dandies,” who fancy that extrava=
gant byperbole is the readiest way to a woman’s heart.
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LETTER LXIX,
A Negative, on the Grounds of a Pre~engagement,

g ALDERNEY PARK, January 15, 18—
IR :

While confessing myself honored hy the preference avowed for
me by one whom I have every reason to respect as a gentleman, I
feel that it would be dishonorable in me to keep you in any sus-
pense, where the answer must be unfavorable.

For some time past I have been engaged to a gentleman, from
whom I have reason to expect happiness and comfort. I must,
therefore, hope that you will henceforth regard me only in the
light of a friend ; and, with the sincere wish thai such a partner
as you deserve may speedily fall to your lot,

Believe me, Sir, your obliged and faithful friend,

To , Esq. -_—
TETTER LXX.
A Negative, on the Grounds of Dislike.
PrymouTr, April 15, 18—
Sik:

I confess that your letter much surprised me. Your conduct
in a recent matter, in which my poor mother’s interests were so
intimately concerned, ought to have taught you that, whatever you
J5° be in your own opinion, you will never possess any sympathy
'vu the part of

To -
LETTER LXXI.
Amnother, on the Grounds of Levity.
WasHiNgToN Herours, June 15, 18—
Sir:

It is to my sorrow that I confess that there was a time when
your addresses would have both flattered and pleased me. That
time has long since passed. Why—you best know.



READY-MADE LOVE LETTERS. 91

I could never consent to unite myself to a man who has marred
the happiness of more than one young person, by his total forget-
fulness of the proper duties of the stronger sex to the weaker. I
have heard, unhappily, too much of your last year’s conduct, io
feel any compunction in at once declining any more intimate
acquaintance.

Wishing, however, that you may be more true to yourself, and
that the dangerous levity, which must eventually prove more fatal
to your happiness than it has done hitherto, may be exchanged
for a more manly, because more innocent, line of conduct,

Believe me, your sincere well-wisher,
Esq. _
)

To

LETTER LXXII.

Answer to an old Acquaintance, on the Grounds of
Poverty.,

Faxnwoop, October 5, 18—
DEar

To say that I do not feel pleased and flattered at your proposal,
would be to tell 2 useless untruth. I feel deeply, almost painfully,
the conviction that your kind expressions are dictated by sincerity,
and am the more grieved to be compelled to discourage them.

But how are we sitnated ? What hope is there of happiness with
our unsettled prospects, and worse than small means ? Industry
has doubtless never been, and never will be, wanting on your part ;
but the want of patronage and capital will ever hold back the
efforts of the most strenuous. For my own part, Tcan do little to
help you, and do not wish to make myself an encumbrance upon
the efforts of one so young as yourself. No, my dear , we
must wait for better times, and not entail misery beyond calcula-
tion upon others, as well as ourselves, by a too hasty step.

Let us, therefore, continue, as before, friends; and if better
times come, it will then be for us to talk about matrimony. Believe
me, then, with every good and kindly wish,

Your faithful friend,

To
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LETTER LXXIII.
From a Gentleman proposing a Day for the Nuptials.

LouisviLLe, Kv., August 3, 18—
My Dear :
The happy day to which I have looked forward as the blissful
reward of our mutual constancy is not far distant, if the proposal
I am now about to make should meet the approbation of yourself
and parents. It is this: that our nuptial ceremony may be per-
formed on the —th of the present month, and in the parish church
of . I hope to have the pleasure of seeing you soon; we can
then give the subject a lengthened discussion; if, however, you
should wish to write before we meet, you can mention briefly
whether the day I have fixed will suit the convenience of yourself
and family ; and in the hopes that I may claim shortly the privi-

lege of signing myself your affectionate husband,

Belicve me for the present,
Your sincerest and most attached

To Miss

LETTER LXXIV,

A Gentleman to his Son, on the Marriage of the
Latter.

LaNcAsTER, Pa., July 11, 18—

My DEar :
It is with no small pleasure and with no slight feelings of
parental pride, that I now congratulate you upon your recent
change of state. That you have my best and heartiest wishes for
your future happiness you already know, but I feel a natural
pleasure in again giving them expression ; and here I have to add,
that no parent could join in these wishes with more fervent sin-
cerity than your dear and kind mother, who desires to unite
with me in the most affectionate regards to our new relation, our
daughter-in-law, That your marriage state may be blessed with
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the same domestic happiness that has fallen to my lot, is the sin-
cere wish of|
My dear son, your ever affectionate father,

To

LETTER LXXV.
To the Father of a Lady.

WoopLawx, January 12, 18—
RESPECTED SIR:

I venture to hope that you will call all your friendly feelings
to my assistance in considering a proposal I am about to lay before
you, in which my happiness is much concerned.

For a long time past your daughter has held a strong
hold over my affections, and I have reason to believe that I am
not indifferent to her. My position is such as to warrant my
belief that I could support her in the style of comfort which she
so well deserves, and which it has been your constant aim to pro-
vide for your children. As regards my character and disposition,
I trust they are sufficiently well known to give you confidence in
the prospect of your child’s happiness.

I have not, however, ventured on any express declaration of
my feelings without first consulting you on the subject; as I feel
persuaded that the straightforward course is always the best, and
that a parent's sanction will never be wanting, when the circum-
stances of the case justify its being accorded.

Anxiously awaiting the result of your consideration on this
important and interesting subject.

I remain, Sir,
Your most faithful and obedient servant,

To , Esq.
LETTER LXXVI,
The Answer,
NiacArA, January 14, 18—
My DEar

I thank you very much for the manly and honorable way in
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which you have addressed me in reference to my daughter’s hand,
I have long since perceived that your attentions to her were of a
marked character, and that they appeared to give her much plea-
sure, I know no reason whatever to oppose your wishes, and, if
I may judge froem the manner in which she received the commu-
cation from myself, you will find a2 by no means unwilling listener.

Dine with us to-morrow at , if you ave not engaged, and
you will then have an opportunity of pleading your own cause.
Meanwhile, believe me, with every confidence in your integrity
and good feeling,

Yours, most sincerely,

To , Esq. —

LETTER LXXVII,
From a Young Lady to her Mother.

SavanwaH, September 3, 18—
My Dear MamMaA:

From what you know of Savannah, you will not be surprised
to hear that I have enjoyed an incessant round of gayety and plea-
sure; my health, too, is completely recruited, and my friends are
so kind that T almost feel at home.

But I have another more serious matter to confess to you, at
which I hope you will not feel angry. It seems almost ungrate-
ful to think of loving any one but you; but, O mamma, if you
saw Henry , you would forgive me, I am sure. He is so
handsome, so gentle in his manners, and yet so sensible and
accomplished! We met at the Ball, and he scarcely quitted
my side the whole evening. Mrs. has so high an opinion of
him, that she has repeatedly invited him to her house, until his
visits have become of almost daily occurrence. He is most hon-
orable and straightforward, and only waits permission to write to
you, in order to give you full particulars as to his condition and
prospects.

Pray, dear mamma, forgive me when I confess that my feelings
are deeply enlisted in his favor, and that I feel as if much of my
future happiness depended upon our union. I wish you were here
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to counsel and advise with me, for never before did I so much feel
my own heart master of my reason.

I hope you will write directly, or come immediately to your
affectionate, but auxious child,

To Mrs.

LETTER LXXVIII.
The Answer,

St. AveusTiNg, September 5, 18—
My DEAREST CHILD :

Make yourself perfectly easy as to my consent to anything
that can promote your happiness. If Mr. be what you repre-
sent, my fondest wishes that you might meet with a desirable
partoer in life will be realized. At the same time, do not be too
hasty in giving an unqualified assent to his proposals, but take
time to learn those minute shades of disposition and character
which nothing but constant acquaintance can display. )

I shall be at Savannah on the —th, and shall not only be
delighted to meet my dear child again, but to be introduced to
the man whom she has thought so worthy of her affections.

Your ever loving mother,

To Miss
LETTER LXXIX,
To the Gentleman.
Savannam, September 7, 18—
My DeARr SIR:

You will be delighted to hear that mamma is every way
favorable to our attachment. I say our—for I now feel under no
restraint in confessing that my partiality for you is closely akin to
a deeper feeling. Let us, however, as mamma advises, seek to
know each other's tempers and character more thoroughly ere
we take too decided steps. Let us learn each other’s little
humors and wishes, that we may the better know wherein we
have to make allowance for, and yield to one another.
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I trust we shall see my mamma in a few days, when I am sure
her favorable opinion of you will be more and more confirmed.
Believe me, dear Sir,
Very sincerely yours,
To , Esq. —

LETTER LXXX.
From a Widow, in Answer to Proposals,
Kixestoxn, N, Y., July 14, 18—
Dear Sir:

I take the first opportunity of acknowledging the receipt of
the flattering letter with which you have favored me. You wish
to know whether I am willing to enter again into the marriage
state, and in event of my being so, whether I should be adverse to
admitting you in the quality of a suitor. I assuré you, sir, I feel
flattered Dy the latter question ; and as to the former, I can only
say that I have no dislike to entering again into that state. But
our acquaintance is at present imperfect, and we are compara-
tively strangers to each other's tastes and tempers. I need
scarcely observe that an intimate knowledge of such matters is
absolutely resquisite, before we can decide whether we are fitted
for enjoying together a partnership in life. Meanwhile, I have no
objection to allowing such freedom of acquaintance as shall enable
us both to arrive at this knowledge, and can therefore only say, in
conclusion, that the commencement of your addresses will meet
with no obstacle from,

Dear Sir, yours most faithfully,

To , Esq. e
LETTER LXXXI.
In the Negative,
Kingsron, N. Y., July 14, 18—
Dear Sir:

1 have just perused the flattering letter with which you have
favored me. Of late, whilst enjoying the pleasure of your company,
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I have not failed to observe that your behavior towards myself has
been more than ordinarily attentive; and that on more than one
oceasion you have rendered yourself of essential service to my
interests. Such conduct has not failed in attaining my favor and
friendship, but has not had the effect of inspiring a deeper passion
—a passion which I have totally renounced, whether on account
of the advance of years (as the case may be), or of attachment to the
memory of my late husband, it is immaterial for me to state. Had
I allowed myself to suppose that the attentions to which I have
Jjust allnded were prompted by any other feeling but that of simple
friendship, T should certainly have endeavored to repress them.
Hence you may infer that, while I decline the honor of your
addresses, I still remain, with best wishes for your future welfare,
Dear Sir, your sincere friend,

To , Esq. —_—
LETTER LXXXII.
‘To an Accepted Suitor,
Coxcorp, April 12, 18—
My Dean

Your kind and affectionate letter gave us much pleasure,
especially as you state that it is your intentions to come down
next midsummer, and that you purpose settling here. I canassure
you, we shall all be upon the tiptoe of expectation for your
arrival; what delights dear father and mother the most is, that
You propose settling in the country, asin that case we shall not.
be deprived of seeing each other, and they will be partakers of our
pleasures, which could not be had you made up your mind to
reside in this city.

I have received your pretty present, and will repay you for
your kind remembrance of me with a token more acceptable than
money, when I see you; until then, my dearest ,

I remain yours, affectionately,
, Esq. _

To
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LETTER LXXXIII.
After a Misunderstanding. .
April 2, 18—

DeaAr

Your kind letter satisfies me, and I now regret that, in the
anxiety of my affection for you, I should have given way to any-
thing resembling a doubt. You allow that appearances were a
little against you, and that I had some reason for complaint. Let
uo more be said on the subject, but hasten to the company of

. Your affectionate and faithful
o

, Esq.

LETTER LXXXIV.

More Serious.
July 23, 18—
SIr:
The attempt you make to excuse your conduct is neither

straightforward nor satisfactory. 1t is, in fact, only exculpating
yourself by admitting a fault as great as the one of which'I com-
plain (Zere state particlars). Under these circumstances, whatever
pain it may cause me, I must avow my determination never, under
any consideration, to admit of your addresses, feeling persuaded
that the consequences would not be favorable to the happiness of

either.
I remain, Sir, your obedient servant,
To Mr, ———— —

LETTER LXXXYV.

Confessing a Change of Feeling.

IbLEwiup, June 4, 18—
My Dear Sir:
I fear my avowal may give you some pain ; but it is better to
be sincere and open in matters where the happiness of another is

concerned.
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To speak plainly, then, I feel that my sentiments in regard to
yourself are no longer what they were.” While my esteem for your
character remains unshaken, 1 still cannot blind myself to the fact
that I do not cherish that affection which a wife onght to feel for
her husband, and without which the married life is one continual
scene of torment and vexation. You will not, I am sure, give me
credit for acting from mere fickleness—especially as I do not at
present entertain a partiality for any other—but you must pardon
me when I express my firm belief that all correspondence between
us had better cease, and that such letters as have passed between
us should be returned at the first convenient opportunity.

Assuring you that, as a friend, I shall constantly remember you
with esteem,

I remain, my dear Sir, yours very faithfully,
, Esq. —_—

To

LETTER LXXXVI.

From a Young Lady to a Gentleman who had made a
Proposal,

Mooxt Veryoxn, July 9, 18—
SIR:

As till last evening you were an entire stranger to me, you
may imagine how much I was surprised at your abrupt pro-
posal then made. I do not feel inclined to speak with unladylike
harshness, but I do not feel that I ought to entertain so sudden
and unexpected a proposal; and have therefore placed your letter
in the hands of my parents, for its not proper that I should con-
ceal anything from them.

Hoping you will see the propriety of my action,
I remain, Sir, yours respectfully,
To Mr.
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LETTER LXXXVII.
From the Gentleman in Reply.

Mount VErNON, July 11, 18—
Miss:

I was grateful to receive your letter of the 9th inst. In reply
to which I would say that your conduct in placing my letter in the
hands of your parents was most proper. I confess that I was
hasty in sending you so important a proposal upon so brief an
acquaintance. I acted upon the impulse of the moment. Iwill
now, with your leave, call upon your parents, and make such
explanations as, I trust, will induce them to look favorably on
my proposal. Always provided that you do not frown upon it in
advance. Awaiting your answer,

I remain, Miss, very truly yours,
To Miss

LETTER LXXXVIIL
A Lover’s Quarrel.
Mapisoxn Avenve, June 4, 18—
DEAR Miss:

Ispeak the truth when I say that I was greatly hurt by your
behavior last evening. Almost every person present must have
observed the attention you paid to , while you as persistently
neglected me. It is not from mere jealousy that I ain impelled to
find fault with you—nor am I inclined to deprive you of any inno-
cent pleasure to be gained inrespectable society. But your conduct
was so strange that T felt it acutely, as my happiness weould be
gone for ever, did I believe that I had lost the least particle of
your affection for me.

Please write soon, and let me have a confirmation from you that
you still regard me with the old affection,
As fond as ever, but greatly grieved, yours,

To Miss
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LETTER LXXXIX.

Letter from a Young Lady to a Gentleman, who asked
her Company to a Pic=Nic.

CAMBRIDGE, August 12, 18—
Dear
I would be greatly pleased to accept your kind invitation to
attend with you at the proposed pic-nic, but that I have one or
two objections which I will frankly state. The two Misses
are to be present, I am informed. Now, for some family reasons
I should prefer not meeting the young ladies, where I must either
publicly affront by studiously shunning thewm ; or I must act hypo-
critically, and appear to be glad to see them, when in my heart I
feel an entirely different sensation. I hear, too, that several
young men will be there whose wild conduct, I am informed, has
marred the pleasure of many on similar excursions.

I trust to see you soon; or if that is not possible, please answer
this, and let me know whether you think my objections weighty
enongh to warrant me in staying from the pleasure party.

With feelings of real affection,

I am ever yours truly,
, Esq. —

To

LETTER XC.
From a Gentleman, in Answer to the Foregoing.

CHARLESTOWN, August 14, 18—

My DEar :

Your well-considered letter of the 12th has made me think
still more highly of you. Your reasons for not wishing to attend
the pic-nic are quite sufficient. Feeling as you do towards the
parties alluded to, it would be impossible for you to have any real
enjoyment ; and if you did not really enjoy yourself I should
most, certainly feel anything but happy. I will make a suitable
excuse, and 1 hope soon to invite you to some recreation where
you will find nothing to mar your pleasure.

With feelings of love and respect, I sign myself,

Most truly yours,
To Miss
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LETTER XCL

¥From a Young Sea Captain to his Betrothed, releasing
her from her Engagement,

Lecuory, May 17, 18—

My DeAR

When I last wrote to you, not only was I in the best of health,
but in the best of spirits. Everything looked bright before me;
not a solitary cloud on the horizon. I was sailing along with
every sail set and filled with a favoring breeze, hoping soon to
arrive safely in the harbor of happiness. But I have now the
bitter task set me to tell you that all that is changed now. By a
succession of misfortunes my vessel was lost, and as all my pos-
sessions went to the bottom with her, I am not only penniless,
but have lost reputation. Such being the case, I cannot ask you
to join hands with one, whose proudest hope once was to sail
through life with you as his consort.

Sadly but truthfully yours,

To Miss JR—
LETTER XCII,
Reply of the Young Lady.
New Havexn, August 10, 18—
My DEar

Yours, conveying the sad intelligence of the loss of your ves-
sel, has reached me. I sat down and had a good cry over your
misfortunes. Then I had a good spell of fair weather, as you
would say—when I thought that out of bitter came sweet. I mean
that your losses have only brought out in brighter colors the honor-
able principles that I always believed—but now know—actuated
your conduct. I am as truly yours now as if you were returning
like that Greek captain, whom I have read about, with the golden
fleece in your possession.

I remain sincerely yours,

To Captain



READY-MADE LOVE LETTERS. 103

LETTER XCIII.

From a Western Man who has Volunteered to fight the
Indians.

OxMamHA, April 17, 18—
My Owx DEAR GIRL:

You will be greatly surprised when you get this. I had
intended returning the moment I got the deeds for the farm, but
I met with a lot of young fellows from our section. They were
forming an independent company of scouts to go to the assistance
of the settlers on the river, News had just reached here
that a large number of savages had suddenly taken the war path,
and were cruelly slaying men, women, and children, and destroying
every kind of improvement that they came across. There was no
time for any long palaver about the matter, A frontiersman
myself, and the son of a frontiersman, I could not stand still and
almost hear the shrieks of the Indians’ victims. So I at once
signed my name, and to-motrow morning we are off. The bitter-
est thought to me is that I may be taken away without ever
seeing you again. But it is better to have you cry over a brave
man’s grave, than blush to think that you have got a coward for
a husband.

Good bye, good bye. God bless you. Be kind to my poor old,
gray-haired mother. If I return it will be all right in this world ;
if I don’t return, we will meet in heaven,

Yours, very truly,

To Miss

LETTER XCIV,
Reply of the Young Lady to the Foregoing.

OManA, May 4, 18—

Mz Drar
You will be doubtless greatly astonished at seeing the name

* Omaha,” at the head of this letter. I will explain. As soon as
your letter reached me, I made up my mind that as it was quite
possible that in the dangerous expedition on which you had gone,
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you might be wounded. I gladly availed myself of the offer of
Uncle to escort me to this place. I am now so near you that
should anything happen to you I can soon reach you, and if you
happily return unhurt, I will be the first 1o greet you.

Mother cheerfully consented to my taking this step, and like
me she approves of your brave resolve to help the poor suffering
settlers.

Hoping soon to see you return all well,
T am truly yours,
, Esq. —

To

LETTER XCV.
From a Widower offering Marriage to a Widow.

CaMBRIDGEPORT, January 11, 18—
My DeaAr Mapam: 3
As 1 have intimately known you for a long time, and as I

know that you are acquainted with my character and circum-
stances, I have no hesitation in making you an offer of my hand.
I have admired your patient continuance in well-doing, and have
seen the struggles that you have made to rear your little family.
It is true that many of our youthful dreams have vanished, many
of our hopes have been dissipated, but I believe that should you
accept my offer we may both see many happy days; and under
such circumstances I can be a guardian to your children, and a
protector to you.-

Should you upon deliberate consideration decline accepting my
offer, believe me thatI shall ever remain none the less,

Your admiring and constant friend,

. To Mrs. ——
LETTER XCVI,
In Reply to the Foregoing,
CrELSEA, January 13, 18—
My Kinp Sir:

Your letter of the 11th instant so completely surprised me
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that I deemed it right to think carefully over the matter it alludes
(o before sending a reply. I now thank you for the well-inten-
tioned honor you would confer on me; for I believe it to be a
high honor to so win the respect and love of an honorable man
that he should offer his name to me. But, sir, I have so com-
pletely transferred to my dear children the love that I bore to
their departed father that I feel that I would be doing you au injus-
tice if I were to become your wife. Nevertheless, though I cannot
become your wife, I shall always entertain the highest respect
and regard for you, and trust that you may yet meet with a part-
ner who can make you as happy as I believe you richly deserve
to be,

To Mr.

Yours, very truly,

LETTER XCVII.
From a Widow accepting an Offer of Marriage.
HarueM, April 9, 18—
My Dear Sir:

Your very kind letter has been received. [ will not pretend
that I was not greatly pleased upon perusing it. I fear that you
have placed too high an estimate upon my poor abilities as a
housekeeper; but, belicve me, I shall always do my best to make
your home a comfortable and happy one. I therefore cheerfully
accept the offer of your hand. And have not the slightest doubt
from what I know of your character and disposition, but that you
will make such a husband as any woman might be proud to have.

Hoping soon to see you,
I remain, ever yours,
To Mr, —— —_—

LETTER XCVIIL

From a Young Boarding School Miss to a Young
Gentleman.

NewsuryPporT, August 1, 18—
Sir:

1 received a lebior to-day with your siguature. I would teel
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flattered at having attracted your attention, did you praise me
for any qualities that reflected credit upon my head or my heart.
It séems, however, that you saw nothing to admire but * the bright-
ness of my eyes, the elegance of my appearance,” etc. Such
being the case, I cannot accept as compliments praises that only
show that you believe me to be a vain and frivolous girl. I do
not wish, at my early age, to correspond with any gentleman at
all, and only answer this because I have a great respect for your

mother and sisters.
Respectfully yours,

To Mr, ——— —_—

LETTER XCIX.
Answer from a Young Gentleman to the Foregoing.

NewBUrYPORT, August, 3, 18—
Miss
I duly received yours of the 1st instant. Allow me to apolo-
gize for my ill-considered and hastily penned letter, which led you
to give me a deserved rebuke. I followed, in inditing that letter,
in the wrong but much trodden path of others, in praising the
charms of your person rather than the graces of your mind and
behavior. I am far from feeling angry at the just remarks that
you have made; and I hope that i my future behavior toward
you, you will see that I have learned some wisdom from this rash
episode,

With great respect I remain yours,
To Miss ~—— —_—

LETTER C.

From & Young Gentleman on a Yacht Excursiomn to
his Retrothed.

Orr Saxpy Hook, September 12, 18—

My Draxr
1 avail myself of the return of one of the squadron to port to
drop you a line. We have had a splendid trip so far, and are all in
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right royal health and spirits. Nothing but your absence mars
for even a moment my enjoyment of this to me novel life. But
much as I enjoy it, believe me, I shall be sincerely glad when our
voyage has ended, and trust the time will soon arrive when we
shall start upon that voyage together which death alone will end.
They are about to cast off the line, so I hastily subscribe myself,
Always and ever, yours and only yours,
To Miss

LETTER CIL.

From a Young Emigrant to his Betrothed in the Old
Country.

New York, June 18, 18—

My Dear

I take advantage of my first quiet moment since arriving in
this great city to write to you. I was fortunate enough to have a
good passage. The ship was a good one, and the provisions not
bad. I have seen (here put the names of persons et with). 1 like
this country very much as far as I have scenit. One thing struck
me as very strange. The women in the middling and lower classes
dress well and appear as much like ladies as do the wives and
daughters of the nobility and gentry at home.

I will write again in a few days, telling you how and when you
had best leave for America.. Do not think, my dear, from what I
have said about the women here, that I think any the less of my
own true sweetheart, or of the darling old country we have both so
much cause to love, Under all changes of fortune my heart is as
true as oak to my own darling girl.

I remain yours, faithfully,
To Miss

LETTER CII
From a Young Lady to her Lover in the Old Country.

Boston, March 17, 18—
My Dear

We have all arrived safe; but have suffered much on the pas-
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sage, and I often was sorry that anything cver tempted me to
leave home. However, now that I am here, and find many of our
townspeople and other friends, 1 do not regret coming. You will
of course give my best regards to all old friends.

There is but one thing needed to make me really happy. 'That
is your presence. Hasten your business preparations, and let me
have the pleasure of soon secing you again,

Ever truly yours,
To Mr.

LETTER CIII.

From & Young Gentleman in the City (who has fallen
into dissipated habits) te his Betrothed in the
Country.

NEw Yorgk, February 12, 58—

My Drar :

Your tender bnt just reproaches cut me to the heart. Yon
ask me to explain my cruel neglect of you, and express a hope
that my letters have miscarried. Alas, I have not that consola-
tion. No, I must candily confess that I am not worthy of the love
of one so good and pure as you are. I must acknowledge that
soon after my arrival in this city 1 was weak enough to form the
acquaintance of several very fashionable and dashing young men.
By degrees I unfortunately soon fell into their mode of life, and
gaming and wine parties over night soon totally unfitted me for
business in the morning.

I believe that I have now opened my eyes while standing on th»
brink of ruin; and shall endeavor with the aid of a higher power
to keep out of the way of temptation, and build up a character for
sobriety, diligence and attention to business such as shall make
me worthy of your love in the future.

Trusting that this humiliating confession will prove the sincerity
“of my repentance, I conclude by asking you to forgive one who

with all his faults is,
Most truly yours,

To Miss
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LETTER CIV.
Reply of the ]L'onng Lady to the Foregoing.
AvuBvrN, February 11, 18—

DEAR :
Yours of the 12th instant gave me great pleasure even before

T-opened it. Your well-remembered hand-writing once more met
my eyes. Deeply as I regret that you were ever forced to make
so sad a confession, I was greatly rejoiced to find that your good
principles triumphed over the force of temptation, and that you
have torn yourself away from the evil associates who were leading
you into that path whose inevitable ending is misery and degra-
dation.

Continue in your good resolutions and you will never hear a
single reproach for me. Promise me one thing, that you faith-
fully tell me with whom you associate out of business hours; thus
you will have an ever-present monitor to check even the first step
in a wrong direction.

. Still truly vour best friend,
To Mr. —

LETTER CV.

Letter from a Gentleman to a Lady, Disclosing his
Passion.
New RocHELLE, May 7, 18—
Mapax:

Those only who have suffered them can tell the unhappy mo-
ments of hesitating uncertainty which attended the formation of a
resolution to declare the sentiments of affection; I, who have felt
their greatest and most acute torments, could not, previous to my
experience, have formed the remotest idea of their severity.
Every one of those qualities in you which claim my admiration,
increased my diffidence, by showing the great risk I run in ven-
turing, perhaps before my affectionate assiduities have made the
desired impression on your mind, to make a declaration of the
ardent passion I have long since felt for you.

My family and connections are so well known to you that T need
say nothing of thegn; if I am disappointed of the place I hope to
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hold in your affections, I trust this step will not draw on me the
risk of losing the frlendship of yourself and family, which I value
so highly that an object less ardently desired, or really estimable,
could not induce me to take a step by which it should be in any
manner hazarded,
I am, madam,
Your affectionate admirer and
Sincere friend,
To Misg —— e

LETTER CVL

The Answer,
Brooxknyw, May 9, 18—
Sir:

I take the earliest opportunity of acknowledging the receipt
of your letter, and the obligations I feel to you for the sentiment
expressed in it; and assure you that, whatever may be the event
of your solicitations in another quarter, the sentiments of friend-
ship 1 feel, from a long acquaintance with you, will not be in any
manner altered.

There are many points besides mere personal regard to be con-
sidered ; these I must refer to the superior knowledge of my father
and mother, and if the result of their inquiries is such as my pre-
sentiments suggest, I have no doubt my happiness will be attended
to by a permission to decide for myself.

At all events, I shall never cease to feel obliged by a preference
in itself sufficiently flattering, and rendered still more so by the
handsome manner in which it is expressed; and I hope, if my
parents should see cause to decline the proposed favor of your
alliance, it will not produce such disunion between our families as
to peprive us of friends who possess a great portion of our esteem
and regard.

I am, sir, your obliged and sincere friend,
And humbie servaut,

To Mr. — -




READY-MADE LOVE LETTERS 111

LETTER CVIL

From a Gentleman te a2 Young Lady of Su perior
Fortune.

New YoRrk, June 18, 18—

Miss

I can no longer do so great violence to my inclinations, and

injustice to your charms and merits, as to retain within my own

breast those sentiments of esteem and affection with which you
have inspired me.

I should have hazarded this discovery much sooner, but was
restrained by a dread of meeting censure for my presumption in
aspiring to the possession of a lady whom beauty, wit, and fortune
have conspired to raise so high above my reasonable expectations.

You have judgment enough, both of your own good qualities
and the character of those with whom you converse, to make a
proper estimate of my sincerity on this occasion. I am above de-
ceit, and have not, therefore, at any period of our acquaintance,
pretended to be a man of greater property than I am, which con-
duct, I hope, will tend to convince you of my general sincerity.

Believe me, my dearest A. , were our circumstances re-
versed, T should hardly take to myself the credit of* doing a gen-
erous action in overlooking the consideration of wealth, and mak-
ing you an unreserved tender of my hand and fortune.

I shall await your answer in a state of unpleasant impatience,
and therefore rely on your humanity not to keep me long in sus-
pense.

1 am, Miss,
Your most humble servant,
To Miss = —_—

LETTER CVIIL

‘The Answer.
New Yorxk, June 20, 18—
Bir:
Giving you credit, as I ao, for an elevation of mind capable
of the most genetous sentiments, I cannot believe you guilty of
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the meanness of speculation on the heart of a lady with a view to
her property.

Knowing your accomplisbed manners and cultivated under-
standing, I feel the greatest obligation to you for the polite and
affectionate declaration contained in your letter. In anaffair of
$0 much importance, however, I must refer myself entirely to the
discretion of my father. At the same time I must caution you
against feeling hurt at minute inquiries and resolute objections,
which perhaps may be made; young people think too little of
wealth, old ones, perkaps, too much ; but [ know my father’s pru-
dence and kindness so well as to pledge myself to abide by his
final decision whatever pain it may cost me.

Yet I advise you not to despair of success, as you will find a
warm and zealous advocate in

Your sincere friend and humble servant,
To Mr, ——

LETTER CIX.

From a Gentleman of some Fortune, who had seen a
Lady in Public, to her Mother,
New York, Jan. 4, 18—
Madax:

I shall be very happy if you are not altogether unacquainted
with the name which is at the bottom of this letter, since that will
prevent me the necessity of saying some things concerning myself
which had better be heard from others. Ioping that it may be so, .
I shall not trouble you on that head; but only say, that 1 have the
honor to be of a family not mean and not wholly without a fortune.

I was yesterday, madam, at St. Paul's, and have been informed
that a lady who commanded my attention there bas the happiness
to be your daughter.

It is on account of that lady that I now write to you; but I am
aware you will say this is a rash and idle manner of attempting
an acquaintance. 1 have always been of opinion that nothing de-
serves censure which is truly honorable and undisguised. 1 take
the freedom to tell you, madam, that T believe your daughter
worthy ot o much belter offer; bul T am assnred my lappiness
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will depend upoen her accepting or refusing this. In the first place,
I request to know whether the lady be engaged, for I am an entire
stranger ; and, if she be not, I beg that, after you have informed
yourself who it is that requests the honor of being introduced to her
you will do me the singular favor of letting me be answered. Iam
very much an enemy, madam, to the usual nonsense upon these
occasions; but it would be doing injustice to myself to conclude
without saying that my mind will be very little at ease until I
know how this address is received. I have the honor to be, with
the greatest respect, madam,
Your very obedient and humble servant,

To Mrs.

LETTER CX.

¥rom a Mother to a Gentleman, who had Asked Pers
' mission to Address her Daughter, in Answer.

NEew York, Jan. 6, 18—

Sir:

The letter which you have done me the honor to write to me,
speaks you to be a gentleman and a man of sense. I am sorry to
acquaint you, that after such a prepossession in your favor, I
must for more than one reason decline the offer you are pleased to
make towards an alliance in my family. My daughter is very
dear to me; and I think she has cast an eye elsewhere; I think
there is soniething indelicate and improper in this wild manner of
engaging in an attachment, and in pleading in favor of it. T wish
you had known my daughter more before you spoke so much, and
had met with me among our acquaintance to have mentioned it. I
am convinced, sir, that I do not think more of youn than I may with
Jjustice, when I confess to you that I believe you would be more
than an equal match for my daughter; for though she has (and
suffer me, sir, although [ am her mother, to say it) great merit,
her fortune, although not quile inconsiderable, is not great. You
will see, sir, that T waver in my opinion on that subject; but you
must atiribute it to the same cause ; aund believe everytling which
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has, be it ever so remote, a tendency to my daughter’s welfare,
will make me very cautious of determining.

To give you my final sense (at least what is final to me at pre-
sent), I have not a thought of asking who it is that has thus favored
us, nor would advise my daughter to remember it. I thank you,
sir, in her name, as well as my own, for the honor you intended
us, and am, sir,

Your most obedient servant,

To Mr, ———ov —_—

LETTER CXI.

From a Youth to a Gentleman desiring Permission to
visit his Daughter.

New Havex, June 12, 18—
Sk :

I flatter myself that the integrity of my intentions will excuse
the freedom of these few lines, whereby I am to acquaint you of
the great regard and esteem I have for your daughter. I would
not, sir, attempt any indirect address that should have the least
appearance of inconsistency with her duty to you and my honora-
ble views to her, choosing, by your influence, if I may approve
myself to you worthy of that honor, to commend myself to her
approbation. You are not insensible, sir, by the credit I bave
hitherto preserved in the world, of my ability, with God’s blessing,
to make her happy. This then rather emboldens me to request
tlie favor of an evening’s conversation with you at the first con-
venience; when I will more fully explain myself, as I earnestly
hope, to your satisfaction, and take my encouragement or discour-
agement from your own mouth. I am, sir, in the mean time, with
great respect and esteem,

Your most obedient and humble servant,

To , Esq. —_—
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LETTER CXII.

From thelsame to the Young Lady by Permission of
the Father.

New HAvEex, June 14, 18—

Miss :
I hope I shall stand excused in venturing to make known to
your honored father the great desire I have to be thought worthy
of a relation to him by your means. As he has not discouraged
me in the hopes I have entertained that I may possibly be not un-
acceptable to him and to all your worthy family, I propose to do
myself the honor of a visit to you next Monday., Though he has
been so good as to promise to introduce me, and I nake no doubt
has acquainted you with it, I nevertheless give you the trouble
of these lines that I might not appear wanting in any outward
demonstration of that inviolable respect with which I am, dear
Miss,
Your devoted, humble servant,
To Miss

LETTER CXIII.

From a Widow to a Young Gentleman, Rejecting his
Suit.

HarrrorD, Aug. 9, 18—
8ir:

The objections I have to make to the proposal contained in
your letter are but few, but they demand some attention, and will,
I believe, be rather difficult to obviate.

You are, by your account, two and twenty. I am, by mine,
six and forty; you are too young to know the duties of a father.
I have a son who is seventeen, and consequently too old to learn
the duties of a son from one so little senior to himself. Thus much
with respect to age.  As to the little fortune I possess, I consider
myself merely trustee for my children, and will not, therefore,
impose on you by acceding to the common report that I am rich,
However, as youn have borne a commission these three vears. as
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you tell me, you may, perhaps, have reserved out of the profits of
that, a sufficient sum to obviate every difficulty on that head.

I will press these subjects no farther; when you can convince
me that, in point of age, fortune, and morals, you are such a per-
son as I can, without reproach. take for a husband and a guardian |
1o my children, T may think with favor of your suit.

Your sincere friend and humble servant,

To Mr. -

LETTER CXIV.

From a Young Lady to a Gentleman that Courted her,
whom she could not Esteem but was forced by her
Parents to receive his visits, and think of none
else for her Husband.

Bostox, Sept. 11, 18—
Sir:

It is an exceedingly ill return that I make to the respect you
have for e, when I acknowledge to you, though the day for our
marriage is appointed, T am incapable of loving you. You may
have observed, in the long conversations we have had at those
times that we were left together, that some secret hung upon my
mind. I was obliged to an ambiguous behavior, and durst not
reveal myself farther, because my mother, from a closet near the.
place where we sat, could both see, and hear our conversation. I
have strict commands from both my parents to receive you, and
am undone forever, except you be so kind and generous as to re-
fuse me. Consider, sir, the misery of bestowing yourself upon
one who can have no prospect of happiness but from your death.
T will not go so far as to say my passion for the gentleman whose
wife I am by promise, would lead me to anything criminal against
your honor. I know it is dreadful enough to a man of your
sense to expect nothing but forced civilities in return for tender
endearments, and cold esteem for undeserved love. If you will
on this occasion let reason take the place of passion, I doubt not
but fate has in store for you some worthier object of your affec-
tion in recompense of your goodness to the only woman that could
b2 insensible of your merit.

I am, Sir, your humble servant,
To Mr
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LETTER CXV,

From a Young Lady in the Country to her Father, ac=
quainting him with an offer made to her of Mar-

riage.

Grove Hivy, Oct. 12, 18—
HovNorep FaTHER:

My duty teaches me to acqnaint you that a gentleman of this
town, whose name is , and by business a merchant, has made
some overtures to my cousin Arnold in the way of courtship to
me. My cousin has brought him once or twice into my company,
as he has a high opinion of him and his circumstances. He has
been set up three years, possesses a very good business, and lives
in credit and fashion. He is about twenty-seven years old, and is
likely in his person. He seems not to want sense or manners, and
is come of a good family. He has broken his mind to me, and
boasts how well he can maintain me; but I assure you, sir, I have
given him no encouragement, yet he resolves to persevere, and
pretends extraordinary affection and esteem. I would not, sir, by
any means, omit to acquaint you with the beginning of an affair
that would show discbedience unworthy of your kind indulgence
and affection. Pray give my humble duty to my honored mother,
love to my brother and sister, and respects to all friends.

1 remain your ever dutiful daughter,
To Mr. —

LETTER CXVIL
An Amnswer to the Preceding.

LowgrLr, Oct. 15, 18—
DEsr Porry:

Your letter of the first instant came safe to hand, wherein
you acquaint me of the proposals made to you through your cou-
sin’s recommendation by one Mr. I hope, as you assure
me, that you have given no encouragement to him; for I by no
means approve of him for your husband. I have inquired of one
of his townsmen, who knows him and his circumstances verv well,
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and I am neither pleased with him nor his character. I wonder
your cousin should so inconsiderately recommend him to you,
though I doubt not his good intentions. I strongly urge that you
think nothing more of this matter, and your mother joins with me
in the same advice. Adieu, my dear girl, and believe me
Your affectionate father,
To Miss

LETTER CXVIIL

Another on the same Occasion,
LowsLw, Oct, 15, 18—

Dear Porry:

I have received your letter of the first instant relating to the
addresses of Mr. I would advise you neither to encourage
nor discourage his suit, for if on inquiry into his character and
circumstances I find that they are answerable to your cousin’s
good opinion of them and his own assurances, I know not but his
suit may be worthy of attention. However, my dear girl, consider
that men are deceitful, and always put the best side outwards. It
may possibly, on the strict inquiry which the nature and impor-
tance of the case demands, come out, far otherwise than it at pre-
sent appears. Let me, therefore, advise you to act in this matter
with great prudence, and that you make not yourself too cheap,
for men are apt to slight what is too easily obtained. In the mean
time he may be told that you are entirely resolved to abide by my
determination in an affair of such great importance. This will
make him apply to me, who, you need not doubt, will in this case,
as in all others, study your good. Your mother gives her blessing
to you, and joins in the advice you here receive from

Your affectionate father,

To Miss S
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LETTER CXVIIL

to the Young Lady’s Father,
Grove Hirz, Oct. 13, 18—

From IMr.

SIR :

Though personally unknown to you I take the liberty to de-
clare the great value and affection I have for your amiable daugh-
ter, whom I have had the honor to see at my friend’s house. I
should think myself entirely unworthy of her favor and of your
approbation, if I could have thought of influencing her resolution,
but in obedience to your pleasure, as I should, on such a supposi-
tion, offer an injury likewise to that prudence in herself which I
flatter myself is not the least of her amiable perfections. If I
might have the honor of your countenance, sir, on this occasion, I
would open myself and circunmistances to you in that frank and
honest manner which would convince you of the sincerity of my
affection for your daughter, and at the same time of the honora-
bleness of my intentions. In the mean time I will in general say,
that I have been set up in my business upwards of three years;
that I have a very good trade for the time; and that I had four
thousand dollars to begin with, which I have improved to six
thousand, as [ am ready to make appear to your satisfaction ; that
I am of a creditable family, have done nothing to stain my char-
acter, and that my trade is still further improvable, as I shall, I
hope, enlarge my capital.. This, sir, I thought but honest and fair
to acquaint you with that you might know something of a person
who sues you for your countenance, and that of your good lady,
in an affair that I hope may one day prove the greatest happiness
of my life, as it must be if I can be blessed with that and your
daughter’s approbation. In hopes of which, and the favor of a
line, I take the liberty to subscribe myself, good sir,

Your obedient and humble servant,
To Mr. B —
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LETTER CXIX.

From a Young Lady to a Gentleman, Complaining of
Indifference.

StraTFORD, May 3, 18—

Sir :

However light you may make o: promises, yet I am foolish
enough to consider them as something more than trifles; and am
likewise induced to believe that the man who voluntarily breaks
his promise will not pay much regard to an oath; and if so, in
what light must I consider your conduct? Did I not give you my
promise to be yours, and had you no other cause for soliciting it
than merely to gratify your vanity ? A brutal gratification, indeed,
to triumph over the weakness of a woman whose greatest fault
was, she loved you. I say loved you; for it was in consequence
of that passion that I first consented to become yours. Has your
conduct, sir, been consistent with my submission, or with your
own solemn professions ?  Is it consistent with the character of a
gentleman first to obtain a woman’s consent, and atterwards boast
that he had discarded her, and found one more agreeable to his
wishes 2 Do not equivocate; I have too convincing proofs of
your insincerity ; 1 saw you yesterday walking with Miss ,
and am informed that you have promised to marry her. What-
ever you may think, sir, I have a spirit of disdain, and even resent-
ment, equal to your ingratitude, and can treat the wretch with a
proper indifference who can make so slight a matter of the most
solemn promises. Miss may be your wife, but she will re-
ceive into her arms a perjured husband; nor can ever the super-
structure be lasting which is built on such a foundation. I leave
you to the stings of your own conscience.

I am, the injured
To Mr. —
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LETTER CXX.
The Gentleman’s Answer.

StraTFoRD, May 4, 18—
My Dear GIRL:

For by that name I must still call you, has cruelty entered
into your tender nature, or has some designing wretch imposed on
your credulity ? My dear, I am not what you have represented,
I am neither false nor perjured; I never proposed marriage to
Miss , I never designed it; and my sole reason for walking
with her was, that T had been on a visit to her brother, whom you
know is my attorney. Aund was it any fault in me to take a walk
into the fields with him and his sister 2 Surely prejudice itself
has imposed on you by some designing person, who had private
views and private ends to answer by such baseness. But whatever
may have been the cause, I am entirely innocent; and, to con-
vince you of my sincerity, beg that the day of our marriage be
next week. My affections never so much as wander from the dear
object of my love; in you are cenired all my hopes of felicity;
with you only can I be happy. Keep me not in misery one mo-
ment longer by entertaining groundless jealousies against one who
loves you in a manner superior to the whole of your sex; and I
can set at defiance even malice itself. Let me beg your answer
by my servant, which will either make me happy or miserable. I
have sent a small parcel by the bearer, which I hope you will
accept as a convincing proof of my integrity, and am,

Yours forever,

To Miss

LETTER CXXI.

From a Gentleman to a Lady, whom hc accuses of In=
constancy. !

Nrwarg, Oct. 8, 18—
Mapam:
You will not, I presume, be surprised at a letter in the place
of a visit from one who cannot but have reason to believe it may
easily be as welcome as his company.
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You should not suppose, if lovers have lost their sight, that their
senses are all banished; and if I refuse to believe my own eyes
when they show me your inconstancy, you must not wonder that
I cannot stop my ears against the accounts of it. Pray let us un-
derstand one another properly; for [ am afraid we are deceiving
ourselves all this while. Am I a person whom you esteem, whose
fortune you do not despise, and whose pretensions you encourage ;
or am I a troublesome coxcomb, who fancies myself particularly
received by a woman who only laughs at me? 1f 1 am the latter,
you treat me as [ deserve; and I ought to join with you in saying
I deserve it. But if it be otherwise, and you receive me, as I
think you do, as a person you intend to marry, for it is best to be
plain on these occasions, pray tell me what is the meaning of that
universal coquetry in public where every fool flatters you, and you
are pleased with the meanest of them? And what can be the
meaning that I am told you last night was, in particular, an héur
with Mr. , and are so wherever you meet him, if I am not
in your company? Both of us, madam, you cannot think of ; and
I should be sorry to imagine that, when I had given you my heart
so entirely, I shared yours with any other man,

I have said a great deal too much to you, and yet I am tempted
to say more ; but I shall be silent. T beg you will answer this,
and I think I have a right to expect that you do it generously and
fairly. Do not mistake what is the effect of the distraction of my
heart for want of respect to you. While I write thus, I dote upon
you, but I cannot bear to be deceived where all my happiness is
centred.

Your most unhappy
To Miss —— —

LETTER CXXII.

From a Lady to a Lover, who suspects her of Receiving
the Addresses of another, in Answer.

NEWARK, Oct. 7, 18—
Sir:
Did I not make all the allowance you desire in the end of
your letter I should not answer you at all. But although I am
really unhappy to find you are so, and the more so to find myself



READY-MADE LOVE LETTERS. 123

1o be the occasion, I can hardly impute the unkindness and inci-
vility of your letter to the single cause you would have me. How-
ever, as I would not be suspected of anything that should justify
such treatment from you, I think it necessary to inform you that
what you have heard has no more foundation than what you have
seen ; however, I wonder that others’ eyes should not be as easily
alarmed as yours; for, instead of being blind, believe me, sir, you
see more than there is. Perhaps, however, their sight may be as
much sharpened by unprovoked malice as yours by undeserved
suspicion.

‘Whatever may be the end of this dispute, for I do not think so
lightly of lovers’ quarrels as many do, I think it proper to inform
you that I never thought favorably of any one but yourself ; and
I shall add that if the faults of your temper, which I once little
suspected, should make me fear you too much to marry, you will
not see me in that state with any other, nor courted by any man
in all the world.

I did not know that the gayety of my temper gave you uneasi-
ness ; and you ought to have told me of it with less severity.
If T am particular in it, I am afraid it is a fault in my natural
disposition ; but I would have taken some pains to get the better
of that if I had known it was disagreeable to you, I ought to
resent this treatment more than I do, but do not insult my weak-
ness on that head ; for a fault of that kind would want the excuse
this has for my pardon; and might not be so easily overlooked,
though I could wish to do it. I should say, I would not see you
to-day, but you have an advocate that pleads for you much better
than you can do for yourself. Idesire you willfirstlook carefully
over this letter, for my whole soul is in it, and then come to me.

Yours, ete.,
To Mr. S

LETTER CXXIII.
From a Rich Young Gentleman to a Beautiful Young
Lady without Fortune,
Hartrorp, April 8, 18—
Miss Sopmia:
It is a general reflection against the manners of the present
age that marriage is only considered as one of those methods by
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which avarice may be satisfied and property increased; that nei-
ther the character nor accomplishments of the woman are much
regarded, her merit being estimated by the thousands of her for-
tune. I acknowledge that the accusation is too true, and to that
may be aseribed many unhappy matches we daily meet with; for
how is it possible that those should ever have the same affection
for each other who were forced to comply with terms to which
they had the utmost aversion ; as if they had been allowed to con-
sult their own inclinations, and gave their hands where they had
engaged their hearts. For my own part. I have been always deter-
mined to consult my own inclinations where there is the least ap-
pearance of happiness; and having an easy independency, am not
anxious about increasing it, being well convinced that in all states
the middle one is the best. I mean neither poverty nor riches;
which leads me to the discovery of a passion which I have long
endeavored to conceal.

The opportunities which I have had of conversing with you at
Mrs. A.’s have at last convinced me that merit and riches are far
from being connected, and that & woman may have those qualifi-
cations necessary to adorn her sex, although adverse fortune has
denied her money I am sure that all those virtues necessary to
make me happy in the married state are centred in you; and what-
ever objection you may have to my person, yet I hope there can
be none to my character ; and if youn will consent to be mine, it
shall be my coenstant study to make your life agreeable, and under
the endearing character of husband, endeavor to supply your
earthly loss of the best of parents. 1 shall expect your answer as
soon as possible, for I wait for it with the utmost impatience.

I am your affectionate lover,

To Miss ———— ———

LETTER CXXIV.
The Young Lady’s Answer.

Harrrorp, April 5, 18—
Sk :
1 received your letter yesteraay, and gratitude for the gener-
ous proposal which you have made, obliges me to thank you hear-

tily for the contents,
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As I have no objection to either your person or character, you
will give me leave to deal sincerely, and state those things which
at present bear weight with me, and perhaps must ever remain
unanswered, and hinder me from entering into that state against
which I have not the least aversion.

You well know (at least I imagine so) that the proposal you
have made to me is a secret both to your relatives and friends,
and would you desire me to run precipitately into the marriage
state where I have the greatest reason to fear that I should be
looked upon with contempt by those whom marriage has connected
me with ? T should consider myself obliged to prumote the happi-
ness of my husband : and how consistent would a step of that na-
ture be with such a resolution? You kuow that I was left an
orphan, and had it not been for the pious care of Mrs. A. must
have been brought up in a state of servitude. You know that I hiave
no fortune ; and were I to accept of your offer it would lay me
under such obligations as must destroy my liberty. Gratitude and
love are two very different things. The one supposes a benefit
received, whereas the other is a free act of the will. Suppose me
raised to the joint possession of your fortune, could I call it mine
unless I had brought you something as an equivalent ? for have I
not great reason to fear that you yourself may consider me as
under obligations inconsistent with the character of a wife? 1
acknowledge the great generosity of your offer, and would con-
sider myself highly honored could I prevail with myself to prefer
to peace of mind the enjoyment of an affluent fortune. But as [
have been very sincere in my answer, so let me beg that you will
endeavor to eradicate a passion which, if nourished longer, may
prove fatal to us both.

I am, Sir, with the greatest, etc.,

To Mr.

LETTER CXXV,

‘The Gentleman’s Reply.
Hartrorp, April 7, 18—
DEAR SopHIA :
Was it not cruel to start so many objections ? or could you
suppose me capable of so base an actiou as to destroy your free-
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dom and peace of mind ? or do you think that T am capable of
ever forgetting you, or being happy in the enjoyment of another ?
For affection’s sake, do not mention gratitude any more. Your
many virtnes entitle you to much more than I am able to give;
but all that I have shall be yours. With respect to my relations,
I have none to consult besides my mother and my uncle, and their
consent, and even approbation, are already obtained. My mother
has often declared that she preferred my happiness with a woman
of virtue to the possession of the greatest fortune ; and though I
forgot to mention it, yet I had eommunicated my sentiments to
her before I had opened my mind to you. Let me beg that you
will lay aside all those unnecessary scruples which only serve to
make one unhappy who is already struggling under all the anxie-
ties of real and genuine love. It is in your power to make me
happy, and none.else can. Let me beg that you will not start any
more objections unless you are my real enemy ; but your tender
nature cannot suffer you to be cruel. Be mine and I am yours
forever. My servant shall wait for the answer to your ever sincere
lover, whose whole happiness is centred in you.
I am, etc.,
To Miss —

LETTER CXXVI.
The Lady’s Answer,

Harrrorp, April 9, 18—
Sir:

I find that when one of your sex forms a resolution you are
determined to go through whatever be the event. Your answer
to my first objection, I must confess, is satisfactory. I wish I
could say so of the others; but I find that if I must comply I shall
be obliged to trust the remainder to yourself. Perhaps this is
always the case, and even the most cautious have been deceived.
However, sir, I have communicated the contents of your letter to
Mrs. A., as you know she has been to me as a parent. She has
not any objection, and I am at last resolved to comply. I must
give myself up to you as a friendless orphan, and shall endeavor
to act consistent with the rules laid down and enforced by our
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holy religion ; and if you should so far deviate from the paths of
virtue as to upbraid me with poverty, I have no friends to com-
plain to but God, who is the Father of the fatherless. But I have a
better opinion of you than to entertain any such fears, if you will
continue in the praectice of that virtuons education which you have
received. Virtue is its own reward, and I cannot be unhappy with
the man who prefers the duties of religion to gayety and dissipa-
tion. I leave the time to your own appointment.
I am yours sincerely,
To Mr, —— ——

LETTTR CXXVII.

From a Young Merchant in the City to a Widow Lady
in the Country.
New York, Sept. 18, 18—
Mapam:

Ever since I saw you at the Springs, when I was on a journey
to Utica, my mind has been continually ruminating on your many
accomplishments. And although it is possible this may be re-
jected, yet I can no longer conceal a passion which has preyed on
my spirits these six weeks. I have been settled in business about
three years; my success has been equal to my expectations, and
is likewise increasing. My family is respectable though not rich;
and as to the disparity of our ages, a few years will not make any
difference where the affections are placed on so worthy an object.
I can only say, madam, that I prefer you to all the young ladies I
have seen; and if business continues to increase, I shall be greatly
in want of one of® your prudence to manage my domestic affairs.
Be assured, madam, that whatever time I can spare from the nec-
essary duties of my profession shall be devoted to your company,
and every endeavor used to make your life most agreeable and
happy. As you have relations in New York they will give you
every necessary information concerning my character and circum-
stances, although I have not the pleasure of being known to them.
If you will favor me with an answer to this it will be ever esteemed
as a particular favor, and acknowledged with the sincerest respect

By your real admirer,

To Mrs, ———
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LETTER CXXVIIIL
From a Romantic Youth to his Sweetheart.
ALBANY, July 17, 18—
My DaruING :

It is only since I knew you that I have really began to live,
Earth seems more beautiful; the skies of a more lovely blue ; the
birds’ songs seem sweeter; the odors of the flowers more fragrant.
How shall I ever find words to paint your manifold charms as they
appear tome? One of the poets faintly describes your graces
when he says—

*“ My love, thou art fairer than the dawn
Of April’s brightest day,
And the beauty of thy cheek outvies
The loveliest tints of May.”

I fancy, too, that I am a better as well as a happier man since I
have known you. Your presence seems to have had the same
effect upon me that the rising of the crescent moon has on the
landscape—softening all the rugged points, and rendering still
more beautiful what was already beautiful in itself. In truth,
your presence seems to

¢ Have the power
To double even the sweetness of a flower.”

Let me see you again at your very earliest convenience. I am
all eager impatience to be with you once again. To ramble be-
neath the wide-spread, drooping branches of the old willow, whose
tips just kiss the tiny billows of the murmuring river. Have you
forgotten our evening strolls upon that river's margin, as we
watched slowly sinking—

¢ More slowly ere his race was run—
Behind the distant hills, the golden sun "

Write as soon and as often as possible; for, if I cannot see you,
it will be a partial pleasure to at least look upon the letters formed
by your dear hand. As Romeo says—

¢ Would that T were a glove upon that hand
That I might kiss that cheek.”

Farewell! Ab, how truly has it been said that this word crushes
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the life out of young hearts. I feel a depression of spirits each
time that I am reluctantly called upon to write it.
And now, indeed, good bye But
¢ Parting is such sweet sorrow,
That I could say good-bye until to~morrow.””
. Eternally yours,
To Miss ——— —_—

LETTER CXXIX.
The Young Lady’s Answer to the Foregoing.

Saratoca, July 19¢th, 18—
My own DEaxr
Your sweet letter came Lo hand in due course of mail, no
doubt ; but oh how long the moments lagged as I impatiently
waited for its appearance. Now that I have received it 1 feel
truly delighted. Can it really be that you so truly love me?
Have a care. Remember what is said in the play of one of my
sex: “ The lady does protest too much.” But why should I, like
a thoughtless girl, pick to pieces the sweet flower whose beauty
and fragrance may be to me “a joy forever.” No, I will trust
your protestations. I think you far too noble in heart to mislead
one who so trustingly places her fate, “ come weal, come woe," in
your hands. Sooner will I believe that the parent bird would lure
her young from the nest purposely to see it dashed upon the flinty
ground. If you fail me—all fails me. Never again will I trustin
any human faith. Indeed I should almost distrust the goodness
of a higher power. Try and come up here for a few days at least.
Even in the midst of this fashionable crowd we will find time and
opportunity to exchange some low-toned words of affection, and,
even when our tongues must perforce be silent, we will talk, per-

haps, not ineloquently with our eyes.
And after having dispatched this little missive that so poorly
and tamely represents my thoughts, and hopes, and wishes, I shall

go forth

¢ To wander, ponderingly, *neath the arching elms,
And lose all care in fancy's blissful realms.”
Write very often to

Your true-hearted girl,
To Mr. —_—
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SPECIMEN LOVE LETTERS.

The epistles which follow, under this heading, are not meant to
be copied entire ; but many passages in them can be introduced
into letters with effect; they are all exceedingly well written, and
will afford much pleasure in the perusal, even when not suitable
for reproduction, :

The five following letters are the production of Sir E. L. Bulwer,
and are fine specimens of the ardent and ornate in lovers’ corres-
pondence, They are all from a gentleman to a lady.

LETTER CXXX.
y Esq., to E—— M. o

Horex, Lonpox.

From E—— F

For the first time in my life I write to you! How my hand
trembles—how my cheek flushes! a thousand thousand thoughts
rush upon me, and almost suffocate me with the variety and con-
fusion of the emotions they awaken! I am agitated alike with the
rapture of writing to you, and with the impossibility of expressing
the feelings which I cannot distinctly unravel even to myself.
You love me, Emily, and yet I have fled from you, and at your
command ; but the thonght that, though absent, I am not forgot-
ten, supports me throngh all.

It was with a feverish sense of weariness and pain that I found
myself entering this vast reservoir of human vices, I became at
ouce sensible of the sterility of that polluted soil so incapable of
nuturing affection, and I clasped your image the closer to my
heart. 1t is you who, when I was most weary of existence, gifted
me with a new life, You breathed into me a part of your own
spirit ; my soul feels that influence, and becomes more sacred. I
have shut myself from the idlers who would molest me; I have
built a temple in my heart; I lave set within it a divinity; and
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:he vanities of the world shall not profane the spot which has been
consecrated to you. Our parting, Emily—do yourecall it? Your
hand clasped in mine ; your clieek resting, though but for an in-
stant, on my bosom ; and the tears which love called forth, but
which virtue purified even at their source. Never were hearts so
near, yet so divided ; never was there an hour so tender, yet so
unaccompanied with danger. Passion, grief, madness, all sank
beneath your voice, and lay hushed like a deep sea within my
soul !

I tore myself from you; I hurried through the wood; I stood
by the lake, on whose banks I bad often wandered with you; I
bared my breast to the winds; I bathed my temples with the wa-
ters. Fool that I was! the fever, the fever was within! Butitis
not thus, my adored and beautiful friend, that I should console
and support you. Even as I write, passion melts tnto tenderness,
and pours jtself in softness over your remembrance. The virtue
g0 gentle, yet so strong; the feelings so kind. yet so holy; the
tears which wept over the decision your lips proclaimed—these are
the recollections which come over me like dew. Let your own
heart, my Emily, be your reward; and know that your lover only
forgets that he adores, to remember that he respects you!

LETTER CXXXI,

From thc Same to the Same,

PARK.

I could not bear the tumult and noise of London. I sighed
for solitude, that I might muse over your remembrance undis-
turbed. I came here yesterday. It is the home of my childhood.
I am surrounded on all sides by the scenes and images consecrated
by the fresh recollections of my unsullied years. Zley are not
changed. The seasons which come and depart renew in them the
havoc which they make. If the December destroys, the April re-
vives; but man has but one spring, and the desolation of the heart
but one winter! In this very room have I sat and brooded over
dreams and hopes which—Dbut no matter—those dreams could
never show me a vision to equal you, or those hopes hold out to
me a blessing so precious as your love.
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Do you remember, or rather can you ever forget, that moment
in which the great depths of our souls were revealed ? Ah! not
in the scene in which such vows should have been whispered to
your ear, an your tenderness have blushed its reply. The passion
concealed in darkness was revealed in danger; and the love which
in life was forbidden, was our comfort amid the terrors of death!
And that long and hely kiss, the first, the only moment in which
our lips shared the uniou of our souls!—do not tell me that it is
wrong to recall it! The feelings you have excited may render me
wretched, but not guilty ; for the love of you can only Aellow the
heart—it is a fire which consecrates the altar on which it burns.
I feel even from the hour that I loved, that my soul has become
more pure. I could not have believed that I was capable of so
unearthly an affection, or that the love of woman counld possess
that divinity of virtue which I worship in yours. The world is no
fosterer of our young visions of purity. T confess that T erred; I
renounce from this moment the colder reflections of my manhood
—the fruits of a bitter experience—the wisdom of an inquiring,
yet agitated life. I return with transport to my earliest visions of
beauty and love; and T dedicate them upon the altar of my soul
to yon, who have embodied, and concentrated, and breathed them
into life !

LETTTR CXXXII.

From the Same to the Same,

Park.

If you knew how I long, how I thirst for one word from you
—one word o say you are well. and have not forgotten me —but
I will not distress you. You will guess my feelings, and do jus-
tice to the restraint I impose on them, when I make no effort to
alter your resolution not to write. 1 know that it is just, and I
bow to my sentence ; but can you blame me if I am restless, and
if Tvepine? It is past twelve. Talways write to you at night. It
is then, my own lorve, that my imagination can the more readily
transport me to you; it is then that my spirit holds with you a
more tender and nndivided commune. In the day the world can
foree itself upon my thoughts and its trifles usurp the place which



READY-MADE LOVE LETTERS. 133

T love to keep for only thee and heaven;” but in the night all
things recall you the more vividly : the stillness of the gentle skies
—the blandness of the unbroken air—the stars so holy in their
loveliness—all speak and breathe to me of you. I think your hand
is clasped in mine; that I again drink the low music of your voice,
and imbibe again in the air the breath which has been perfumed
by your lips. You seem to stand in my lonely chamber in the
light and stillness of a spirit, who has wandered on earth to teach
us the love which is felt in heaven.

T cannot, believe me, I cannot endure this separation long; it
must be more or less. You must be mine for ever, or our parting
must be without a mitigation, which is rather a cruelty than a re-
lief. If you will not accompany me, I will leave this country alone.
I must not wean myself from your image by degrees, but break
from the enchantment at once. And when, Emily, I am once
more upon the world, when no tidings of my fate shall reach your
ear, and all its power of alienation be left to the progress of time
—then, when you will at last have forgotten me, when your peace
of mind will be restored, and having no struggles of conscience
to undergo, you will have no remorse to endure;—then, Emily,
when we are indeed divided, let the scene which had witnessed
our passion, the letters which have recorded my vow, the evil
which we have suffered; let these, in our old age, be remembered,
and in declaring to Heaven that we were innocent, add also—tkat
we loved.

LETTER CXXXIII.

From the Same to the Same,

How are you this morning, my adored friend 2 You seemed
pale and ill when we parted last night, and I shall be so unhappy
till I hear something of you. Oh, Emily, when you listened t¢
me with those tearful and downecast looks ; when I saw your bosom
heave at every word which I whispered in your ear; when, as I
accidentally touched your hand, I felt it tremble beneath my own;
oh! was there nothing in those moments at your heart which
pleaded for me more eloguently than words ?

I tell you, my own love, that when your hand is in mine, when
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your head rests upon my bosom, when those soft and thrilling
eyes shall be fixed upon my own, when every sigh shall be min-
gled with my breath, and every tear be kissed away at the very
instant it rises from its source,—I tell you that then you shall
only feel thatevery pang of the past, and every fear for the future
shall be but 2 new link to bind us the firmer to each other. Emily,
my life, my love, you cannot, if you would, desert me. Who can
separate the waters which are once united, or divide the hearts
which have met and mingled into one ?

LETTER CXXXI1V.

From the Same to the Same.

At length, then, you are to be mine,—you have consented to
fly with me. In three days we shall leave this country, and have
no home,—mno world but in each other. We will go, my Emily,
to those golden lands wlere nature, the ongy companion we will
suffer, woos us, like a mother, to find our asylum in her breast ;
where the breezes are languid beneath the voluptuous skies; and
where the purple light that invests all these things with its glory,
is only less tender and consecrating than the spirit which we
bring. Is there not, my Kmily, in the external nature which
reigns over creation, and that human nature centered in ourselves,
some secret and undefinable intelligence and attraction? Are not
the impressions of the former as spells over the passions of the
latter 7 and, in gazing upon the loveliness around us, do we not
gather, as it were, and store within our hearts, an increase of the
yearning and desire of love?  What can we demand from earth
but its solitudes,—what from heaven but its unpolluted air 7 All
that others would ask from either, we can find in ourselves.
Wealth, honor, happiness,—every object of ambition or desire,
exist not for us without the circle of our arms! But the bower
that surrounds us shall not be unworthy of your heauty or our
love, Amid the myrtle, and the vine, and the valleys where the
summer sleeps, and the rivers that murmur the memories and the
legends of old; amid the hills and the glossy glades, and the sil-
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ver fountaius, still all as beautiful as if the nymph and spirit yet
held and decorated an earthly home; amid these we will make
the couch of our bridals, and the moon of Italian skies shall keep
watch on our repose.

Emily !-—Emily ! —how I love to repeat and to linger over that
beautiful name! If to see, to address, and, more than all, to touch
vou, has been a rapture, what word can I find in the vocabulary of
happiness to express the realization of that hope which is now with-
in me—to mingle our youth together in one stream, wheresoever it
flows; to respire the same breath; to be almost blended in the
same existence ; to grow, as it were, on one stem, and knit into a
single life the feelings, the wishes, the being of both.

To-night I shall see you again; let one day more intervene. As
I have written, the tumultuous happiness of hope has come over
me to confuse and overwhelm everything else.
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THE LOVE LETTERS OF ABELARD AND ELOISA.

Abelard and Eloisa flourished in the 12th Century; they were
two of the most distinguished persons of their age in learning and
beauty, but for nothing more famous than for their unfortunate
passion. After a long course of calamities, they retired each to a
several convent, and consecrated the remainder of their days to
religion, It was many years after this separation that a letter of
Abelard’s to a friend, which contained the history of his misfor-
tune, fell into the hands of Eloisa. This, awakening all her ten-
derness, occasioned those celebrated letters (on which the follow-
ing are founded) which give so lively a picture of the struggles
of grace and nature, virtue and passion,

LETTER 1.
Abelard to Philintus.

[Written by Abelard to a friend, to comfort him under affliction by a re-
cital of his own sufferings, which had been much heavier. It was written
several years after Abelard’s separation from Eloisa.]

The last time we were together, Philintus, you gave me a
melancholy account of your misfortunes ; I was sensibly touched
with the relation, and, like a true friend, bore a share in your
griefs. What did I not say to stop your tears? I laid before yon
all the reasons philosophy could furnish, which I thought might
any ways soften the strokes of fortune; but all these endeavors
have proved useless; grief, I perceive, has wholly seized your
spirits ; and your prudence, far from assisting, seems quite to
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have forsaken you. But my skillful friendship has found out
an expedient to relieve you. Attend to me a moment, hear but
the story of my misfortunes, and yours, Philintus, will be nothing
if you compare them with those of the loving and unhappy Abe-
lard.

For now, my friend, I am going to expose to you all my weak-
nesses. All men, I believe, are under a necessity of paying a tri-
bute, at some time or other, to love, and it is vain to strive to avoid
it. I was a philosopher, yet this tyrant of the mind triumphed
over all my wisdom ; his darts were of greater force than all my -
reasonings, and with a sweet constraint he fed me whither he
pleased.

There was in Paris a young creature (ah, Philintus !) formed in
a prodigality of nature, to show mankind a finished composition ;
dear Eloisa! the niece of one Fulbert, 2 canon. Her wit and her
beauty would have fired the dullest and most insensible heart ;
and her education was equally admirable. Eloisa was mistress
of the most polite arts.—You may easily imagine that this did not
a little help to captivate me.

I saw her, | loved her; I resolved to endeavor to engage her
affections. The thirst of glory cooled immediately in my heart,
and all my passions were lost in this new one. I thought of noth-
ing but Eloisa; everything brought her image to my mind.

I was pensive, restless, and my passion was so violent as to
admit of po restraint., I was always vain and presumpiive; 1flat-
tered myself already with the most bewitching hopes. My repu-
tation had spread itself everywhere; and could a lady resist a man
that had confounded all the learned of the age? 1 was young
could she show an insensibility to those vows which my heart
never formed for any but herself T My person was advantageous
enough, and by my dress no one would have suspected me for a
religious doctor; and dress, you know, is not a little engaging
with women. Besides, I had wit enough to write a billet-doux,
and hoped, if ever she permitted my absent self to entertain her,
she would read with pleasure those breathings of my heart.

Filled with these notions, I thouglit of nothing but the means
to speak to her. Lovers either find or make all things easy. By
the offices of common friends, I gained the acquaintance of Ful-
bert
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And, can you believe it, Philintus ? he allowed me the privilege
of his table, and an apartment in his house. I paid him indeed a
considerable sum; for persons of his character do nothing with-
out money. But what would I not have given? You, my dear
friend. know what love is ; imagine, then, what a pleasure it must
have been to a heart so inflamed as mine, to be always so near the
dear object of desire? I would not have exchanged my happy
condition for that of the greatest monarch upon earth,

I saw Eloisa, I spoke to her—each action, each confused look,
told her the trouble of my soul: and she, on the other side, gave
me ground to hope for everything from her generosity. Fulbert
desired me to instruct her in philosophy; by this means I found
opportunities of being in private with her, and yet I was sure of
all men the most timorous in declaring my passion.

As I was with her one day alone said I, blushing, * Charming
Eloisa, if you know yourself, you will not be surprised with that
passion you have mspired me with, Uncommon as it is, I can ex-
press it but with the common terms—I love you, adorable Eloisa!
Till now I thought philosophy made us masters of all our passions,
and that it was a refuge from the storms in which weak mortals
are tossed and shipwrecked; but you have destroyed my security,
and broken this philosophic courage. I have despised riches;
honor and its pageantries could never raise a weak thought in me;
beauty alone has fired my soul ; happy if she who raised this pas-
sion, kindly receives the declaration; but if it is an offence—-""

“No,” replied Eloisa; ‘“she must be very ignorant of your
merit, who can be offended at your passion. But, for my own re-
pose, I wish either that you had not made this declaration, or that
I were at liberty not to suspect your sincerity."”

“Ah! divine Eloisa,” said I, flinging myself at her feet. “I
swear by yourself—" I had heard a noise, and it was Fulbert.
There was no avoiding it, but I do a violence to my desire, and
change the discourse to some other subject. After this I found
frequent opportunities to free Eloisa from those suspicions which
the general insincerity of men had raised in her ; and she too much
desired what I said were truth, not to believe it. Thus there was
a most happy understanding between us, The same house, the
same love, united our persons and our desires. How many roft
mon.cats did we pass together !
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I lost all my taste for the sciences, and when I was obliged to
go from the sight of my dear mistress, to my philosophical exer-
cises, 'twas with the utmost regret and melancholy.

Love is incapable of being concealed, a word, a look, nay, silence
speaks it. My scholars discovered it first; they saw I had no
longer that vivacity of thought to which all things were easy; I
could now do nothing but write verses to soothe my passion; I
quitted Aristotle and his dry maxims to practise the precepts of
the more ingenious Ovid. No day passed in which I did not com-
pose amorous verses.

Love was my inspiring Apollo. My songs were spread abroad,
and gained me frequent applauses. Those who were in love, as T
was, took a pride in learning them; and, by luckily applying my
thoughts and verses, have obtained favors, which perhaps they
could not otherwise have gamned. This gave our amours such an
eclat that the loves of Eloisa and Abelard were the subject of all
conversations.

The town-talk at last reached Fulbert’s ears. It was with great
difficulty he gave credit to what he heard ; for he loved his niece,
and was prejudiced m my favor; but, upon closer examination,
he began to be less incredulous. He surprised us in one of our
most soft conversations.

How fatal sometimes are the consequences of curiosity !

The anger of Fulbert seemed too moderate on this occasion, and
1 feared in the end some more heavy revenge. It is impossible to
express the grief and regret which filled my soul when I was
obliged to leave the canon’s house and my dear Eloisa. But this
separation of our persons the more firmly united our minds, and
the desperate condition we were reduced to made us capable of
attempting anything.

It being impossible that I could live without seeing Elvisa,
I applied myself to her singing-master. The shining metal
charmed him; he was excellently qualified for conveying a billct
with the greatest dexterity and secresy. IHe delivered one of
mine 1o Eloisa, who, according to my appointment, was ready at
the end of the garden, the wall of which I scaled by a ladder of
ropes. Well—I met my soul’s jov, my Eloisa. Without losing
much time in debating, I made her presently quit the canon’s
house and at break of day depart for Brittany.



140 READY-MADE LOVE LETTERS.

This carrying off Eloisa was sufficient revenge upon Fulbert; it
filled him with the deepest concern, and bad liked to have deprived
him of all the little share of wit which Heaven had allowed him.

In short, T began to pity his misfortunes, and to think this rob-
bery, which love had made me commit, was a sort of treason. I
endeavored to appease his anger by a sincere confession of all that
was passed, and by hearty engagements to marry Eloisa secretly.
He gave me his consent, and with many protestations and em-
braces confirmed our reconciliation. But what dependence can
be made on the word of an ignorant devotee! He was only plot-
ting a cruel revenge, as you will see by what follows.

I took a journey into Brittany, in order to bring back my dear
Eloisa, whom I now considered as my wife. A few days after we
departed together and came to Paris, where I completed my pro-
ject. 'Twas my intent my marriage should be kept secret, and
therefore Eloisa retired among the nuns of Argenteuil.

I now thought Fulbert’s anger disarmed ; I lived in peace: but,
alas! our marriage proved but a weak defence against his revenge.
After my affliction I put myself in a cloister ; I obliged Eloisa to
take the habit and retire into the nunnery of Argentemil. I re-
member somebody would have opposed her making such a ernel
sacrifice of herself ; but she answered in the words of Cornelia,
after the death of Pompey the Great:

O my lov’d lord! our fatal marriage draws

On thes this doom, and I the guilty cause!

Then whilst thou go’st th’ extremes of fate to prove,
T’ll share that fate, and expiate thus my love.

Speaking these verses, she marched up to the altar, and took
the veil with a constancy which I could not have expected in &
woman who had so high a taste of pleasures which she might still
enjoy. I blushed at my own weakness, and, without deliberating
a moment longer, I buried myself 1 a cloister, resolved to van-
quish a fruitless passion.

Ah, Philintus ! does not the love of Eloisa still burn in my heart ?
I have not yet triumphed over that unhappy passion. In' the
midst of my retirement I sigh, I weep, I pine, I speak the dear
name Eloisa, and am pleased to hear the sound ; I complain of the
severity of Heaven.

Eut, oh! lot us not deceive ourselves: I have not made a right
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use of grace. I am thoroughly wretched. Come, Philintus, let
us make a strong effort, turn our misfortunes to our advantage,
make them meritorious, or at least wipe out our offences; let us
receive without murmuring what comes from the hand of God, and
let us not oppose our will tohis. Adien. I give you advice which
could I myself follow I should be happy.

LETTER II.
Eloisa to Abelard.

{The foregoing letter, falling by accident into Eloisa’s hands, who recognized
the handwriting, she opged it and read it; and, by that means, her former
passion being awakened, she immediately set herself to write to her husband, -
as follows:]

To ker lord, her father, her husband, her brother ; his servant, his child,
his wife, kis sister, and, o express all that is humble, respectful, and
loving, to ker Abelard, Eloisa writes this.

A consolatory letter of yours to a friend happened some days
since to fall into my hands; my knowledge of the character, and
my love of the hand, soon gave me the curiosity to open it. In
Jjustification of the liberty I took I flattered myself I might claim
a sovereign privilege over everything which came from you; nor
was I scrupulous to break through the rules of good-breeding
when it was to hear news of Abelard.

But how dear did my curiosity cost me! What disturbance did
it occasion! And how was I surprised to find the whole letter
filled with a particular and melancholy account of our misfor-
tunes! I met with my name a hundred times; I never saw it
without fear; some heavy calamity always followed it; I saw
yours, too, equally unhappy.

This history of our numerous misfortunes, related in so true and
moving a manner, made my heart bleed within me. My tears,
which I could not restrain, have blotted half your letter; I wish
they had effaced the whole, and that I had returned it to you in
that condition ; I should then have been satisfied with the little
time I kept it; buu it was demanded of me too soon.

I must confess I was much easier in my mind before I read your
letter,


http:Abela.rd

142 READY-MADE LOVE LEITERS.

Sure all the misfortunes of lovers are conveyed to them through
their eyes, Alas! my memory is perpetually filled with bitter
remembrances of past evils, and are there more to be feared stiil!
Shall my Abelard be never mentioned without tears! Shall the
dear name be never spoken but with sighs!

Observe, I beseech you, to what a wretched condition you have
reduced me! Sad, afflicted, without any possible comfort unless
it proceed from youn. Be not then unkind, nor deny, I beg you,
that little relief which you enly can give. Let me have a faithful
account of all that concerns you. I would know everything, be it
ever so unfortunate. Perhaps by mingling my sighs with yours
I may make your sufferings less ; if that observation be true, that
all sorrows divided are made lighter.

Tell me not, by way of excuse, you will spare our tears; the
tears of women shut up in a melancholy place, and devoted to
penitence, are not to be spared. And if you wait for an opportu-
nity to write pleasant and agreeable things to us, vou will delay
writing too long; prosperity seldom chooses the side of the virtu-
ous, and fortune is so blind that in a crowd, in which there is per-
haps but one wise and brave man, it is not to be expected she
should single him out.

Write to me, therefore, immediately, and wait not for miracles;
they are too scarce, and we are too much accustomed to misfor-
tunes to expect any happy turn. I shall always have this, if you
please, and this will be always agreeable to me, that, when I re-
ceive any letters from you, I shall know you still remember
me.

I have made it an observation since our absence that we are
much fonder of the pictures of those we love, when they are at a
great distance, than when they are near to us. It seems to me as
if the farther they are removed the pictures grow the more in
{inish, and acquire a greater resemblance; at least our imagina-
tion, which perpetually figures them to us by the desire we have
of seeing them again, makes us think so. By a peculiar power
love can make that seem life itself, which, as soon as the loved ob-
Ject returns, is nothing but a little canvas and dead colors,

I have your picture in my room; I never pass by it without
slopping to look at it; and yet when you were present with me I
searee ever cast my eyes upon it.
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If a picture, which is but a mute represeuntation of an object, can
give such pleasure, what cannot letters inspire ?

They have souls, they can speak ; they have in them all that
force which expresses the transports of the heart; they have all
the fire of our passions, they can raise Them as much as if the per-
sons themselves were present ; they have all the softness and deli-
cacy of speech, and sometimes a boldness of expression even be-
yond it.

We may write to each other; so innocent a pleasure is not for-
bidden us.

Let us not lose, through megligence, the only happiness which is
left us; and the only one, perhaps, which the malice of our ene-
mies can never ravish from us.

I shall read that you are my husband, and you shall see me ad-
dress you as a wife. In spite of all your misfortunes, you may be
what you pleasé in your letters. Letters were first invented for
comforting such solitary wretches as myself, Having lost the
substantial pleasures of seeing and possessing you, I shall in some
measure compensate this loss by the satisfaction I shall find in
your writing. There I shall read your most secret thoughts; I
shall carry them always about tue; I shall kiss them every mo-
ment; if you can be capable of any jealousy, let it be for the fond
caresses I shall bestow on your letters, and envy only the happi-
ness of those rivals.

That writing may be no trouble to you, write always to me care-
lessly, and without study; I had rather read the dictates of the
heart than of the brain. I cannot live if you do not tell me you
always love me; but'that Janguage ought to be so natural to you
that I believe you cannot speak otherwise to me without great
violence to yourself. And since, by that melancholy relation to
your friend, you have awakened all my sorrows, it is but reasona-
ble you should allay them by some mark of an inviolable love.

Why should I only reap no advantage from your learning ?
When you write to me, you will write to your wife. Marriage has
made such a correspondence lawful; and since you can, without
giving the least scandal, satisfy me, why will you not ?

You have been the occasion of all my misfortunes; you, there-
fore, must be the instrument of all my comfort. .

You cannot but remember (for what do not lovers remember t)
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with what pleasure I have passed whole days in hearing you dis-
course.

How when you were absent I shut myself from every one to
write to you; how uneasy I was till my letter had come to your
hands; what artful managément it required to engage confidants;
this detail, perhaps, surprises you, and you are in pain for what
will follow. But I am no longer ashamed that my passion has
bhad no bounds for you; for I have done more than all this; I
have hated myself that I might love you; I came hither to ruin
myself in a perpetual imprisonment that I might make you live
quiet and easy. Nothing but virtue, joined to a love perfectly
disengaged from the senses, could have produced such effects.

I love you more than ever, and, to revenge myself of him, I will
still love you with all the tenderness of my soul till the last mo-
ment of my life. If formerly my affection for you was not so
pure, I often told you, even then, that I was more pleased with
possessing your heart than with any other happiness.

Riches and pomp are not the charms of love. True tenderness
makes us separate the lover from all that is external to him, and,
setting aside his quality, fortune, and employments, consider him
singly by himself.

If there is anything which may properly be called happiness
here below, I am persuaded, it is in the union of two persons who
love each other with perfect liberty, who are united by a secret
inclination, and satisfied with each other’s merit. Their heartsare
full, and leave no vacancy for any other passion; they enjoy per-
petual tranquillity, because they enjoy content.

1f I could believe you as truly persuaded of my merit, as I am
of yours, I might say there has been a time when we were such a
pair. Alas! how was it possible I should not be certain of your
merit! If I could ever have doubted it, the universal esteem
would have made me determine in your favor. What country,
what city has not desired your presence! Could you ever retire
but youn drew the eyes and hearts of all after you? Did not every
one rejoice in having seen you? in short, every one spoke for you.
Very different from some mere scholars, who, with all their learn-
ing, have not the capacity to keep up an ordinary conversation;
and with all their wit cannot win the affections of women who have
a much less share than themselves,
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With what ease did you compose verses! and yet those ingeni-
ous trifles, which were but a recreation after your more serious
studies, are still the entertainment and delight of persbns of the
best taste.

What rivals did your effusions of this kind occasion me ? How
many ladies Jaid claim to them! ’Twas a tribute that self-love
paid to their beauty. How many have I seen with sighs declare
their passion for you, when, after some common visit you had
made them, they chanced to be complimented for the Sylvia of
your poems! Others, in despair and envy, have reproached me,
that 1 have no charms but what your wit bestowed upon me, nor
in anything the advantage over them, but in being beloved by you.

Can you believe me if I tell you that, notwithstanding the vanity
of my sex, I thought myself peculiarly happy in having a lover to
whom T was obliged for my charms, and took a secret pleasure in
being admired by a man who, when he pleased, could raise his
niistress to the character of a goddess! Pleased with your glory
only, I read with delight all those praises you offered me, and,
without reflecting how little T deserved, I believed myself such as
you described me, that I might be more certain I pleased you.

But, oh, where is that happy time fled! T now lament my lover,
and of all my joys there remains nothing but the painful remem-
brance that they are past!

'Tis eloquence to be silent where no expression can reach the
greatness of the misfortune. )

But tell me whence proceeds your neglect of me since my be-
coming anun?  You know nothing moved me to it but your dis-
grace ; nor did I give any consent-but yours. Let me hear what
is the occasion of your coldness, or give me leave to tell you now
my opinion. Was it not the sole view of pleasure which engaged
yvou to me? And has not my tenderness, by leaving you nothing
to wish for, extinguished your desires ?

Wretched Eloisa! you could please when you wished to avoid
it! But since your heart has been softened, and has yielded,
since you have devoted and sacrificed yourself, you are deserted
and forgotten. I am convinced, by sad experience, that it is nat-
ural to avoid those to whom we have been too much obliged ; and
that uncommon generosity produnces neglect rather than acknowl-
o omerts My hicart surrendered too soon to cain the culeeta of
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the conqueror; vou took it without difficulty, and gave it up as
easily. But, ungrateful as you are, I will never consent to it.

And though in this place I ought not to retain a wish of my
own, yet I have ever secretly preserved the desire of being be-
loved by you. When [ pronounced my sad vow, I then had about
me your last letters, in which you protested you would be wholly
mine, and would never live but to love me. 'Tis to you, therefore,
I have offered myself; you had my heart, and 1 had yours; do
not demand anything back ; you must bear with my passion as a
thing which of right belongs te you, and from which you can no
ways be disengaged.

Alas, what folly is it to talk at this rate! I see nothing around
me here but tokens of the Diety, and I speak of nothing but man !
You have been the cruel occasion of this, by your conduct: un-
faithful mant QOught yon at once to break off loving me ? Why
did you not deceive me for awhile, rather than immediately aban-
donme? If you had given me at least but some faint signs even
of a dying passion, I myself had favored the deception. But in
vain would 1 flatter myself that you could be constant; yon have
left me no color of making your excuse.

I am earnestly desirous to see you, but if that be impossible I
will content myself with a few lines from your band. Is it so hard
for one who loves, to write! T ask for noune of your letters filled
with learning, and wit for your reputation; all I desire is such
letters as the heart dictates, and which the liand can scarce write
fast enough.

How did I deceive myself with the hopes that you would be
wholly mine, whenu I took the veil, and engaged myself to live
forever under your laws!

For in being professed, I vowed no more than to be yours only,
and 1 obliged myself voluntarily to a confinement in which you
desired to place me. Death only, then, can make me leave the
place where you have fixed me ; and then, too, my ashes shall rest
hore, and wait for yours, in order to show my obedience and de-
votedness to you, to the latest moment possible.

Why should T conceal from you the secret of my call ! you know
it was neither zeal nor devotion which led me to the cloister.
I strive and labor in vain.  Amon7z thosn who are wedded to God, .
Iserve aman; awony the heroic supporters of the eross [ am a
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poor slave to a human passion; at the head of a religious com-
maunity, I am devoted to Abelard only.

What a prodigy am 1! I reproach myself for my own faults, I
accuse you for yours, and to what purpose? Veiled as I am,
behold in what a disorder you have plunged me! How difficult
is it to fight always for duty against inclination! I know what
obligations this veil lays on me, but I feel more strongly what
power a long habitual passion has over my heart. Tam conquered
by my inclination. My love troubles my mind, and disorders my
will. Sometimes I am swayed by the sentiments of piety which
arise in me, and the next moment I yield up my imagination to all
that is amorous and tender.

I tell you to-day what I would not have said to you yesterday.
I had resolved to love you no more! I considered I had made a
vow, taken the veil, and am as it were dead and buried; yet there
rises unexpected from the bottom of my heart a passion which
triumphs over all these notions, and darkens all my reason and
devotion. You reign in such inward retreats of my soul, that I
know not where to attack you. When I endeavor to break those
chains by which I am bound to you I only deceive myself, and all
the efforts I am able to make serve but to bind them the faster.

Oh, for pity’s sake, help a wretch to renounce her desires, her-
self, and, if it be possible, even, to renounce you! If you are a
lover, & father, help a mistress, comfort a child! These tender
names, cannot they move you? Yield either to pity or love! If
you gratify my request, I shall continue religious, without longer
profaning my calling.

I thought to end my letter here. But now I am complaining
against you, I must unload my heart and tell you all its jealousies
and reproaches. Indeed I thought it something hard, that when
we had both engaged to consecrate ourselves to Heaven, you
should insist on my doing it first. Does Abelard then, said I,
suspect he shall see renewed in me the example of Lot’s wife, who
could not forbear looking back when she left Sodom! If my
youth and sex might give occasion of fear that I should return to
the world, could not my behavior, my fidelity, and this heart, which
youn ought to know, could not these banish such ungenerous appre-
hensions? This distrustful foresight touched me sensibly. T said
to myself, there was a time when he could rely upon my bare
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wurd, and does he now want vows to secure himself of me! No;
this suspicion would be injurious to both. Virtue is too amiable
not to be embraced, when you reveal her charms; and Vice too
hideous not to be avoided, when you show her deformities. Nay,
when you please, anything seems lovely to me, and nothing is
frightful or difficult when you are by. I am only weak when I am
alone and unsupported by you, and therefore it depends on you
alone that I may be such as you desire. I wish to Heaven you had
not such power over me! If youhad any occasion to fear, you
would be less negligent.

But what is there for you to fear? I have done too much, and
now have nothing more to do but totriumph over your ingratitude,
When we lived happy together, you might have made it a doubt
whether pleasure or affection united me more to you; but the
place from whence I write to you must now have entirely taken
away that doubt. Even here I Jove you as much as ever I did in
the world. Yet, did I not bury myself alive in a nunnery, and
trinmph over love, at an age capable of enjoying it in its full lati-
tude ? 'Tis to you I sacrifice these remains of a transitory beauty,
these widowed nights and tedious days, which I pass without seeing
vou; and since you cannot possess them, I take them from you to
offer them to Heaven, and tv make, alas! but a secondary obliga-
tion of my heart, my days, and my life!

I am sensible I have dwelt too long on this head; I ought to
speak less to you of your misfortunes, and of my own sufferings,
for love of you. We tarnish the lustre of our most beautiful actions,
when we applaud them ourselves, This is true, and yet there is a
time when we may with decency commend ourselves: when we
have to do with those whom base ingratitude has stupefied, we
cannot too much praise our own good actions. Now if you were
of this sort of men, this would be a home reflection on you.

Trresolute as I am, I still love you, and yet I must hope for
nothing. I have renounced life, and stripped myself of everything,
but T find I neither have nor can renounce my Abelard ; though I
have lost my lover I still preserve my love.

0, vows; O, convent! I have not lost my humanity under your
inexorable discipline! You have not made me marble by chang-
ing my habit; my heart is not hardened by my imprisonment; I
am still sensible to what has touched me, though, alas! I ought



READY-MADE LOVE LETITERS. 149

not to be so. Without offending your commands, permit a lover
to exhort me to live in obedience to your rigorous rules. Your
yvoke will be lighter, if that hand support me under it; your ex-
ercises will be amiable, if he shows me their advantage.

Retirement, solitude! you will not appear terrible, if I may but
still know I have any place in his memory. :

A heart which has been so sensibly affected as mine, cannot
soon be indifferent. We fluctuate long between love and hatred
before we can arrive at a happy tranquillity, and we always flatter
ourselves with some distant hope that we shall not be quite for-
gotten.

Yes, Abelard, I conjure you by the chains I bear here, to ease
the weight of them, and make them as agreeable as I wish they
were to me.

0, think of me!———do not forget me! remember my
love, my fidelity, my constancy! Love me, cherish me as your
child, your sister, your wife! Consider that I still love you, and
yet strive to avoid Joving you!—What a word, what a design is
this ! I shake with horror, and my heart revolts against what I
say! I shall blot all my paper with tears—I end my long letter,
wishing you, if you can desire it (would to Heaven I could!),
forever farewell !

LETTER IIIL
Abelard to Eloisa.

[The Duke of Brittany, whose subject Abelard was born, jealous of the glory
of France, which then engrossed all the most famous scholars of Europe, and
being besides acquainted with the persecution Abelard had suffered from his
enemies, had nominated him to the Abbey of 8t. Guildas, and, by this benefac-
tion and mark of his esteem, engaged him to pass the rest of his days in his
dominions. The Abbey of St. Guildasis seated upon a rock, which the sea
beats with its waves. Abelard, who had laid on himself the necessity of van-
quisbing a passion which absente had in a great mensure weukened, endeav-
ored in this solitude to extinguish the remains of it by his tears. But upon
his receiving the foregoing letter he could not resist so powerful an attack,
but proves as wealk and as much to be pitied as Elojsa. Itis not then a
master or director 1aat spenks to her, but o man who had loved her, and loves
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herstill ; and under this character we are to consider Abelard when he wrote
the following letter.]

Could Thave imagined that a letter not written to yourself could
have fallen into your hands, I would have been more cautious not,
to have inserfed anything in it which might awaken the memory
of our past misfortunes. I described with boldness the series of
my disgrace to a friend, in order to make him less sensible of the
loss lic had sustained.

If by this well-meaning artifice T have disturbed you, I purpose
here to dry up thosc tears which the sad description occasioned
yon to shed. 1 intend to mix my grief with yours, and pour out
my heart before you, in short, to lay open before your eyes all my
trouble, and the secret of my soul, which my vanity has hitherto
made me conceal from the rest of the world, and which you now
force from me, in spite of my resolutions to the contrary.

It is true, that in a sense of the afflictions which had befallen us
and observing that no change of our condition was to be expected ;
that those prosperous days which had seduced us were now past,
and there remained nothing but to erase out of our minds, by
painful endeavors, all marks and remembrance of them, I had
wished to find in philosophy and religion & remedy for my disgrace,
I searched out an asylum to secure me from love. 1 was come to
the sad experiment of making vows to harden my heart.

But what have T gained by this? If my passion has been put
under a restraint, my ideas yet remain. I promise myself that I
will forget you, and yet cannot think of it without loving you;
and am pleased with that thought, My love is not at all weak-
ened by those reflections I made in order to free myself. The
silence I am surrounded with makes me more sensible to its impres-
sions; and while I am unemployed with any other things, this
makes itself the business of my whole vocation; till, after a mul-
titude of useless endeavors, 1 begin te persuade myself that 'tis a
superfluous trouble to strive to free myself, and that it is wisdom
safficient if I can couceal from every one but you my confusion
and weakness.

I remove to a distance from your person, with an intention of’
avoiding you as an enemy, and yet I incessantly seek for you in
my mind : I recall your image in my memory ; and in such dif-
ferent disquietudes 1 betray and contradict myself.



READY-MADE LOVE LETTERS. 151

I hate you; Ilove you: Shame presses me on all sides; I am
at this moment afraid lest I should seem more indifferent than you,
and yet T am ashamed to discover my trouble.

1 continually think of you, I continually call to mind that day
when you Destowed on me the first marks of your tenderness.
Cannot this habit of penitence which I wear, interest Heaven to
treat me more favorably! But that is still inexorable, because
my, passion still lives in me: the fire is only covered over with de-
ceitful ashes, and cannot be extinguished but by extraordinary
grace. We deceive men, but nothing is hid from Heaven.

You tell me, that ’tis for me you live under that veil which
covers you. Why do you profane your vocation with such words ?
I hoped, after our separation, you would have changed your sen-
timents. We commonly die to the affections of those whom we see
no more, and they to ours.

Absence is the grave of love.

But to me absence is an unquiet remembrance of what I once
loved, which continually torments me. I flattered myself, that
when I should see you no more, you would only rest in my memo-
ry, without giving any trouble to my mind ; that Brittany and the
sea would inspire other thoughts ; that my fasts and studies would
by degrees erase you out of my heart: but in spite of severe fasts
and redoubled studies, in spite of- the distance of three hundred
miles which separates us, your image, such as you describe your-
sclf in your veil, appears to me, and confounds all my resolutions.

What means have I not used! I have armed my own hands
azainst myself; I have exhausted my strength if constant exer-
cises; I do all I used to do before I loved you, but all in vain;
nothing can be successful that opposes yon. Oh! do not add to
my miseries by your constancy ; forget, if you can, your favors,
and that right which they claim over me; permit me to be indif-
ferent. I envy their happiness who have never loved; how quiet
and casy are they ! But the tide of pleasures has always a reflux
of bitterness: I am but too much convinced now of this; bLut
though I am no longer deceived by love, I am not cured : while
my reason condemns it, my heart declares for it.

I am deplorable, that T have not the ability to free myself from
o passion which so many circumstances, this place, my persor,
an'lmy d sgraces, tend to destroy,
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I yield, without considering that a resistance would wipe out
my past offences, and would procure me, in their stead, merit and
repose.

What a troublesome employment is love! and how valuable is
virtue, even upon consideration of our own ease ! Recollect your
extravagances of passion, guess at my distractions; number up
our cares, if possible, our griefs, and our inquietudes; throw
these things out of the account, and let love have all its remaining
softness and pleasure. How little is that!

And yet for such shadows of enjoyments which at first appeared
to us, are we so weak our whole lives, that we cannot now help
writing to each other, covered as we are with sackcloth and ashes.
How much happier should we be, if by our humiliation and tears
we could make our repentance sure.

'Tis difficult in our sorrow to distinguish penitence from love.
The memory of the crime, and the memory of the object which
has charmed us, are too nearly related to be immediately separat-
ed; and the love of God, in its beginning, does not wholly annihi-
Jate the love of the creature.

But what excuses could I not find in you. if the crime were ex-
cusable! Unprofitable honor, troublesome riches, could never
tempt me ; but those charms, that beauty, that air, which I yet
behold at this instant, have occasioned my fall. Your looks were
the beginning of my guilt ; your eyes, your discourse, pierced my
heart; and in spite of that ambition and glory which filled it, and
offered to make a defence, love soon made itself master. God, in
order to punish we, forsook me. His providence permitted those
consequences which have since happened. You are no longer of
the world; you have renounced it: I am a priest, devoted to soli-
tude; shall we make no advantage of our condition? Would ynu
destroy my piety in its infant state ? Suffer me to seek for ease
in my duty; how difficult is it to procure that! I pass whole
days and nights alone in this cloister, without closing my eyes.
My love burns fiercer amidst the happy indifference of those who
surround me, and my heart is at once pierced with your sorrows
and its own. Oh what a loss have I sustamned, when I consider
your constancy! What pleasures have I missed enjoying! I ought
not to confess this weakness to you; I am sensible I commit a
faull; if T ecould have showed more firmness of mind, I +lould
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perhaps have provoked your resentment against me, and your
anger might work that effect in you which your virtue could not.
Ifin the world I published my weakness by verses and love-sonys,
ought not the dark cells of this house to conceal that weakness,
at least under an appearance of piety ?

Alas! T am still the same ! Or if I avoid the evil. I cannot do
the good ; and yet I ought to do both, in order to make this man
ner of living profitable. But how difficult is this in the trouble
which surrounds me !

I feel a perpetual strife between my inclination and my duty. I
find myself entirely a distracted lover; unquiet in the midst of
silence, and restless in this abode of peace and repose. How shame-
ful is my condition !

Consider me no more, I entreat you, as a founder, or any great
personage ; your encomiums do but ill agree with such multiplied
weaknesses. [ am a miserable sinner with my face pressed to the
earth ; I mix my tears and sighs in the dust, when the beams of
grace and reason enlighten me. Come, see me in this posture,
and solicit me to love you! Come, if you think fit, and in your
holy habit thrust yourself between God and ine, and be a wall of
separation. Come, and force from me those sighs, thoughts, and
vows, which I owe to Him only. Assist the evil spirits, and be the
instrument of their malice. What cannot you induce a heavt to,
whose weakness you so perfectly know! But rather withdraw
yourself, and contribute to my salvation.

Suffer me to avoid destruction, I entreat you, by our former
tenderest affection, and by our common misfortunes. It will
always be the highest love to show none: I here release yon of all
your oaths and engagements. Be God's wholly, to whom you are
appropriated ; I will never oppose sopious a design. How happy
shall I be if T thus lose you! then shall I be indeed a monk and
you a perfect example of an abbess.

It is fit yon should know that the very moment when I was con-
vineed of your being entirely devoted to me, when I saw you were
infinitely worthy of all my love and acknowledgment, I imagined
I could love you no more; I thought it time to leave off giving you
any marks of affection, and I considered that by your holy espou-
sals you were now the peculiar care of Heaven, even in the quality
of a wife. My jealousy seemed to be extinguished. When God
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only is our rival, we have nothing to fear; and being in greater
tranquillity than ever before, I dared even to offer up prayers, and
beseech him to take you away from my eyes; but it was not a
time to make rash prayers, and my faith was too imperfect to let
them be heard. [e who sees the depths and secrets of all men's
hearts, saw mine did not agree with my words. Necessity and
despair were the spring of this proceeding. Thus I in advertently
offered an insult to Heaven, rather than a sacrifice, God rejected
my offering and my prayer, and continued my punishment, by
suffering me to continue my love. Thus, under the guilt of your
vows, and of the passion which preceded them, I must be tormented
all the days of my life.

I saw your eyes, when you spoke your last farewell, fixed upon
the cross. It was above six months before you wrote me a letter,
nor during all that time did T receive any message from you. I
admired this silence, which I durst not blame, and could not imi-
tate: I wrote to you; you returned me no answer: your heart
was then shut : but the garden of the spouse is now opened, He
is withdrawn from it, and has left you alone: by removing from
you, He has made trial of you ; call Him back, and strive to regain
Him.

Our follies have penetrated even into the most sacred places.
Our amours have been matter of secandal to a whole kingdom,
They are read and admired; love, which produced them, has
caused them to be described : we shall be a consolation for the
failings of youth hereafter. Those who offend after us will think
themsclves less guilty. We are criminals whose repentance is late.
0 may it be sincere ! Let us repair, as far as is possible, the evils
we have done ; and let France, which has been the witness of our
crimes, be astonished at our penitence.

Deliver yourself, Eloisa, from the shameful remains of a passion
which has taken too deep root. If you could see me here with my
meagre face, and melancholy air, surrounded with numbers of per-
secuting monks, who are alarmed at my reputation for learning,
and offended at my lean visage, as if I threatened them with a
reformation; what would you say of my base sighs, and of those
unprofitable tears which deceive these credulous men.

Alas! I am humbled under love, and not under the cross.
Pity me, and free yourself. If your vocation be, as you say, my
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work, deprive me not of the merit of it by your continual inqui-
etudes. Tell me that you will honor the habit which covers you,
by an inward retirement.

I have been indeed your master, but it was only to teach you
sin. You call me your father; before 1 had any claim to this
title, I deserved that of parricide. I am your brother, but it is the
affinity of our crimes that has purchased me that distinction. I
am called your husband, but it is after a public scandal. If you
have abused the sanctity of so many venerable names in the su-
perscription of your letter, to do me honor, and flatter your own
passion, blot thein out, and place in their stead those of a murderer,
a villain, an enemy, who has conspired against your honor,
troubled your quiet, and betrayed your innocence.

You would have perished through my means, but for an extra-
ordinary act of grace, which, that you might be saved, has thrown
me down in the middle of my discourse.

This is the idea you ought to have of a fugitive, who endeavors
to deprive yon of the hope of seeing him any more.

But when love has once been sincere, how difficult is it to deter-
mine to love no more! ‘Tis a thousand times more easy to
renounce the world than love. I hate this deceitful, faithless world ;
I think no more of it; but my heart, still wandering, will eternally
make me feel the anguish of having lost you, in spite of all the
convictions of my understanding.

In the meantime, though I should be so cowardly as to retract
what you have read, do not suffer me to offer myself to your
thoughts, but under this last notion. Remember you perished by
my means, and I with you. The same waves swallowed us both
up. We waited for death with indifference, and the same death
had carried us headlong to the same punishments. But Providence
has turned off this blow, and our shipwreck has thrown us into a
haven. Though my heart, Lord ! be filled with the love of one of
thy creatures, thy hand can, when it pleases, draw out of it those
ideas which fill its whole capacity. To love Eloisa truly, is to
leave her entirely to that quiet which retirement and virtue afford.
I have resolved it; this letter shall be my last fault. Adieu.

If I die here, I will give orders that my body be carried to the
house of the Paraclete. You shall see me in that condition; not
to demand tears from you, ‘twill then e too late : weep rather for
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me now, to extinguish that fire which burns me. You shall see
me, to strengthen your piety by the honor of this carcase; and my
death, then more eloquent than I can be, will tell you what you
love, when you love a man. 1 hope you will be contented, when
you have finished this mortal life, to be buried near me. Your
cold ashes need then fear nothing, and my tomb will by that means
be more rich and more renowned.

LETTER IV,
Eloisa to Abelard.
To Abelard, her well-beloved, from Eloisa, his weill-beloved.

I read the letter I received from you with abundance of impa-
tience: in spite of all my misfortunes, I hoped to find nothing in
it besides arguments of comfort. But how ingenious are lovers in
tormenting themselves! Judge of the exquisite sensibility and
force of my love, by that which causes the grief of my sonl.

I was disturbed at the superscription of your letter; why did -
you place the name of Eloisa before that of Abelard; what means
this cruel and unjust distinction? 'Twas your name only, the
name of a father, and of a husband, which my eager eyes sought
after.

I did not look for mine own, which I had much rather, if possi-
ble, forget, as being the cause of your misfortunes. The rules of
decorum, and the character of master and director which you
have over me, opposed that ceremonious manner of addressing
me : and love commanded you to banish it. Alas! you know all
this but too well.

Did you write thus to me before cruel fortune had runined my
happiness ?

1 see your heart has deserted me, and yon have made greater
advances in the way of devotion than I could wish: alas! I am too
weak to follow you; condescend at least to stay for me, and ani-
mate me with your advice.

Will you have the cruelty to abandon me ?
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The fear of this stabs my heart! but the fearful presages you
make at the latter end of your letter, those terrible images you
draw of your death, quite distract me. Cruel Abelard! you ought
to have stopped my tears, and you make them flow.

You desive that after your death I should take care of your
ashes, and pay them the last duties. Alas! in what temper did
you conceive these mournful ideas? And how could youn describe
them to me? Did not the apprehension of causing my present
death make the pen drop from your hand ? You did not reflect,
I suppose, upon all those torments to which you were going to
deliver me.

Heaven, as severe as it has been against me, is not in so great a
degree so, as to permit me to live one moment after you. Life
without my Abelard, is an unsupportable punishment, and death
a most exquisite happiness, if hy that means I can be united with
him. If Heaven hears the prayers I continually make for you,
your days will be prolonged, and you will bury me.

Is it not your part to prepare me, by your powerful exhortations,
against that great crisis, which shakes the most resolute and con-
firmed minds ? Is it not your part to receive my last sighs, take
care of my funeral, and give an account of my manners and faith ?
But till then write not to me any such terrible things! Are we
not already sufficiently miserable? Must we aggravate our sor-
rows? Qur life here is but a languishing death; will you hasten
it? Our present disgraces are sufficient to employ our thoughts
continually, and shall we seek for new arguments of grief in fu-
turities ?

When you have finished your course here below, you say it is
your desire that your body be carried to the house of the Para-
clete; to the intent that being always exposed to my eyes, you
may be forever present to my mind; and that your dead body
may strengthen our piety, and animate our prayers. Can you
think that the traces you have drawn in my heart can ever be
worn out; or that any length of time can obliterate the mwemory
we have liere of your benefits ?

And what time shall I find for those prayers you speak of ?

Alas! I shall then be filled with other cares. Can so heavy a
misfortune leave me a moment’s quiet? Can my feeble reason
resist such powerful assaults? When I am distracted and raving
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(if I dare say it) even against Heaven itself, I shall not soften it by
my prayers, but rather, provoke it by my cries and reproaches,
But how should I pray, or how bear up against my grief? 1
should be more urgent to follow you, than to pay you the sad
ceremonies of burial.

it is for you, for Abelard, that 1 have resolved to live: if you
are ravished from me, what use can I make of my miserable days ?
Alas! what lamentations should I make, if Heaven, by a cruel pity
should preserve me till that moment! When I but think of this
last separation, I feel all the pangs of death; what shall I be then
if 1 should see this dreadful hour! Forbear, therefore, to infuse
into my mind such mournful thoughts, if not for love, at least for
pity.

What have I to hope for after this loss of you? What can con-
fine me to earth, when death shall have taken away from me all
that was dear upon it! I have renounced, without difficulty, all
the charms of life, preserving only my love, and the secret pleasure
of thinking incessantly of you, and hearing that you live. And
yet, alas! you do not live for me, and I dare not even flatter my-
self with the hopes that I shall ever enjoy a sight of you more!
This is the greatest of my afflictions.

Merciless Fortune ! hast thou not persecuted me enough ! Thou
dost not give me any respite; thou hast exhausted all thy ven-
geance upon me, and reserved thyself nothing whereby thou
may’st appear terrible to others. Thou hast wearied thyself in
tormenting me, and others have nothing now to fear from thy
anger. But to what purpose dost thou still arm thyself against
me ?

The wounds I have already received leave no room for new ones.
Why cannot I urge thee to kill me! or dost thou fear, amidst the
numerous torments thou heapest on me, dost thou fear that such
a stroke would deliver me from all ? therefore thou preservest me
from death in order to make me die every moment.

Dear Abelard, pity my despair!

Was cver anything so miserable? The higher you raised me
above other women who envied me your love, the more sensible
am I now of the loss of your heart. I was exalted to thie top of
happiness, only that I might have a more terrible fall. Nothing
could formerly be compared to my pleasure, and nothing now can
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equal my misery. My glory once raised the envy of my rivals;
my present wretchedness moves the compassion of all that see me-
My fortune has been always in extremes, she has heaped on me
her most delightful favors, that she might load me with the great-
est of her afflictions.

Ingenious in tormenting me, she has made the memory of the
joys I have lost an inexhaustible spring of my tears. Love, which
possessed, was her greatest gift, being taken away occasions all my
sorrow. In short, her malice has entirely succeeded, and I find
my present afflictions proportionably bitter as the transports
which charmed me were sweet.

During the still night, when my heart ought to be quiet in the
midst of sleep, which suspends the greatest disturbances, I cannot
avoid those illusions my heart entertains. I think [ am still with
my dear Abelard. I see him, I speak to him, and hear him an-
swer.

I remember (for nothing is forgot by lovers) the time and place
in which you first declared your love to me, and swore you would
love me till death. Your words, your oaths, are all decply graven
in my heart. The disorder of my discourse discovers to every
one the trouble of my mind, My sighs betray me; and your
name is continually in my mouth.

Yes, it was your command only and not a sincere vocation, as
is imagined, that shuts me up in these cloisters. I sought to give
you ease, and pot to sanctify myself. How unhappy am I? 1 tear
myself from all that pleases me; I bury myself here alive ;- I ex-
ercise myself in the most rigid fasting, and such severities as cruel
laws impose on us; I feed myself with tears and sorrows; and,
notwithstanding this, I deserve nothing for all the hardships I
suffer. My false piety has long deceived youn as well as others ;
vou have thought me at ease, yet I was more disturbed than ever.
You persuaded yourself I was wholly taken up with my duty, yet
I had no business but love. Under this mistake you desire my
prayers; alas! I must expect yours.

What occasion had you to praise me? Praise is often hurtful
to those on whom it is bestowed. A secret vanity springs up in
the heart, blinds us, and conceals from us wounds that are ill-
cured. A sincere friend disguises nothing from us, and far from
passing a light hand over the wound, makes us feel it more in-
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tensely by applying remedies. Why do you not deal after this
manner with me ?

It is easier to keep off, than to win a battle. There are several
degrees in glory, and I am not ambitious of the highest; those I
leave to souls of great courage who have often been victorious. I
seek not to conquer, out of fear lest I should be overcome. Hap-
py enough, if I can escape shipwreck, and at last gain the port.
Heaven commands me to renounce that fatal passion whith unites
me to you; but, oh! my heart will never be able to consent to it.
Adieu!

LETTER V.
Eloisa to Abelard,

[Eloisa had been dangerously ill at the Convent of the Paraclete ; immedi~
ately upon her recovery she wrote this letter to Abelard.]

Dear Abelard, you expect, perhaps, that I should accuse you
of negligence. You have not answered my last letter ; and, thanks
to Heaven, in the condition I now am, it is a happiness to me that
you show so much insensibility for the fatal passion which had
engaged me to you; at last, Abelard, you have lost Eloisa for
ever!

Notwithstanding all the oaths T made to think of nothing but
you only, and to be entertained with nothing but you, I have ban-
ished you from my thoughts; I have forgotten you. Thou charm-
ing idea of a lover I once adored, thou wilt no more be my happi-
ness! Dear image of Abelard, thou wilt no more follow me every
where, I will no more remember thee!

0, celebrated merit of a man who, in spite of his enemies, is the
wonder of his age!

0, enchanting pleasures to which Eloisa entirely resigned her-
self, you, you have been my tormentors! 1 confess, Abelard,
without a blush, my infidelity. Let my inconstancy teach the
world that there is no depending upon the promises of woman;
they are all subject to change. This troubles you, Abelard; this
news, without doubt, surprises you; you could never imagine
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FEloisa should be inconstant. She was prejudiced by so strongan
inelination to you, that you cannot conceive how time could alter
it. But be undeceived; I am going to discover to you my false-
ness ; though, instead of reproaching me, I perwade myself you
will shed tears of joy.

When I shall have told you what rival hath ravished my heart
from you, you will praise my inconstancy, and will pray this rival
to fix it. By this you may judge that it is Heaven alone that
takes Eloisa from you.

Yes, my dear Abelard, it gives my mind that tranquillity which
a quick remembrance of our misfortunes would not suffer me to
enjoy. Just Heaven! what other rival could take me from you,!
Could you imagine it possible for any mortal to blot you from my
heart.

No. I believe you have done m# justice in this point. I question
not but you are impatient to know what means God used to ac-
complish so great an end; I will tell you, and wonder at the
secret ways of Providence.

Some few days after you sent me your last letter I fell danger-
ously ill; the physicians gave me over; and I expected certain
death. Then it was that my memory represented faithfully to
me all the past actions of my life; and I confess to you, my love
was the only pain I felt. Death, which till then I had always
considered as at a distance, now presented itself to me such as it
appears to sinners, I began to dread the wrath of God, now I was
going to experience it; and I repented I had made no better use
of his grace. Those tender letters I have wrote to you, and those
passionale conversations I have had with you, give me as much
pain now as they formerly did pleasure. Ah! miserable Eloisa,
said I, if it is a crime to give one's self up to such soft transports ;
and if, after this life is ended, punishment certainly follows them,
why didst thou not resist so dangerous an inclination! Think on
the tortures that are prepared for thee, consider with terror that
store of torments, and recollect at the same time those pleasures
which thy deluded soul thought so entrancing. Ah! pursued I,
dost thou not almost despair for having rioted in such false
pleasure 2 In short, Abelard, imagine all the remorse of mind I
suffered, and you will not be astonished at my change.

But what secrct trouble rises in my soul, what unthought-of
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motion opposes the resolution I have formed of sighing no more
for Abelard! Just Heaven ! have I not yet triumphed over my
love ? Unbhappy Eloisa ! as long as thou drawest a breath, it is
decreed thou must love Abelard! Weep, unfortunate wretch that
thou art, thofl never had a more just occasion! Now I ought to
die with grief; grace had overtaken me, and I had promised to be
faithful to it; but I now perjure myself, and sacrifice even grace
to Abelard.

Shall Abelard always possess my thoughts! can I never free
myself from those chains which bind me to him! But perhaps I
am unreasonably afraid; virtue directs all my motions, and they
gre all subject to grace. Fear no more, dear Abelard! I have
no longer any of those sentiments which, being described in my
letters, have occasioned you so much trouble. I free you from all
your oaths; forget the name of Jover and husband, but keep
always that of father. I expect no more from you those tender
protestations, and those letters so proper to keep up love. I de-
mand nothing of you but spiritual advice and wholesome direc-
tions. The path of holiness, however thorny it may be, will yet
appear agreeable when I walk inyour steps. You will always find
me ready to follow you.

I shall read with more pleasure the letters in which you shall
describe 10 me the advantages of virtue, than ever I did those by
which you so artfully instilled the fatal poison of our passion.
You cannot now be silent, without a crime.

When I was possessed with so violent a love, and pressed you so
earnestly to write to me, how many letters did I send you before
I could obtain one from you! You denied me in my misery the
only comfort which was left me, because you thought it pernicious.
You endeavored by severities to force me to forget you; nor can
I blame you; but now you have nothing to fear. A lucky disease
which Providence seemed to have chastised me with for my sancti-
fication, hath done what all human efforts, and your cruelty, in
vain attempted. I sce now the vanity of that happiness which we
had set our hearts upon, as if we were never to have lost it. What
fear, what uneasiness have we been obliged to suffer!

No, there is no pleasure upon earth but that which virtue gives!
The heart amidst all worldly delights feels a sting ; it is uneasy
and restless till fixed on thee.
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‘What have I not suffered, Abelard, while I kept alive in my re-
tirement, those fires which ruined me in the world ? I saw with
horror the walls which surround me, the hours seemed as long as
years. I repented a thousand times the having buried myself
here.

But since grace has opened my eyes all the scene is changed.
Solitude looks charming, and the tranquillity which I behold here
enters my very heart. In the satisfaction of doing my duty, I
feel a pleasure above all that riches, pomp, or sensuality could
afford.

My quiet has, indeed, cost me dear; I have bought it even a
the price of my love; I have offered a violent sacrifice, and which
seemed above my power. I have torn you from my heart, and be
not jealous ; God reigns there in your stead, who ought always to
have possessed it entire. Be content with having a place in my
mind, which you shall never lose; I shall always take a secret
pleasure in thinking of you and esteem it a glory to obey those
rules you shall give me.

This very moment I receive a letter from you ; I will read it and
answer it immediately. You shall see by my exactness in writing
to you, that you are always dear to me. You very obligingly
reproach me for delaying so long to write you any news: my ill-
ness must excuse that. I omit no opportunities of giving you
marks of my remembrance. I thank you for the uneasiness you
say my silence has caused you, and the kind fears you express
concerning my health. Yours, you tell me, is but weakly, and
you thought lately you should have died. With what indifference,
cruel man! do you acquaint me with a thing so certain to afflict
me! T told you in my former letter how unhappy I should be if
you died ; and if you loved me, you would moderate the rigor of
your austere life. I represented to you the occasion I had for
your advice, and consequently the reason there was you should
take care of yourself. But I will not tire you with the repetition
of the same things. You desire us not to forget you in our
prayers., Ah! dear Abelard, you may depend upon the zeal of
this society, it is devoted to you, and you cannot justly charge it
with forgetfulness. You end your letter with a general deploring
of your unhappiness, and wish for death as the end of a trouble-
some life. Is i{ possible & genius so great as yours should never
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get above his past misfortunes! What would the world say,
should they read your letters as I do ?

Cast your eyes upon me, and admire my resolution of shutting
myself up by your example. I wasyoung when we were separated,
and (if I dare believe what you were always telling me) worthy of
, any gentleman’s affections. DBut think of those assurances I gave
you of loving you alone with the utmost tenderness. I dried your
tears with kisses, and because you were less powerful I became
less reserved. Ah! if you had loved with delicacy, the oaths I
made, the transports I accompanied them with, the innocent
caresses | profusely gave you, all this sure might have comforted
you., Had you observed me to grow by degrees indifferent to you,
you might have had reason to despair; but you never received
greater marks of my passion, than after that cruel revenge upon
you.

Let me see no more in your letters, dear Abelard, such murmurs
against Fortune; you are not the only one she has persecuted,
and you ought to forget her outrages. 1If you complain of Fortune,
it is not so much that you feel her strokes, as that you cannot show
your enemies how much to blame they were in attempting to hurt
you. Leave them, Abelard, to exhaust their malice, and continue
to charm your auditors. Discover those treasures of learning
Heaven seems to have reserved for you; your enemies, struck
with the splendor of your reasoning, will do you justice.

My dear husband (this is the last time I shall use that expres-
sion}, shall I never see you again? Shall I never have the pleasure
of embracing you before death ?

What dost thou say, wretched Eloisa! Dost thou know what
thou desirest! Caust thou behold those lively eyes without recol-
lecting those amorous glances which have becu so fatal to thee !
Canst thou view that majestic air of Abelard, without entertaining
a jealousy of every one that sees so charming a man! that mouth
which cannot be looked upon without desire! in short, Abelard
cannot be viewed by any woman without danger.

Desire, therefore, no more to see Abelard; if the memory of
him has caused thee so much trouble, Eloisa, what will not his
presence do! What desires will it not excite in thy sout! How
will it be possible for thee to keep thy reason at the sight of so
amiable a man! I will own to you what makes the greatest
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pleasure I have in my retivement. After having passed the day
in thinking of you, fall of the dear idea, I give myself up at night
to sleep - then it is that Eloisa, who dares not without trembling
think of you by day, resigns herself entirely to the pleasure of
hearing you, and speaking to you. But, oh! you delightful illu-
sions, soft errors, how soon do you vanish away !

At my awaking I open my eyes to see no Abelard; I stretch
out my arm to take hold of him, but he is not there; I call him,
he hears me pot. What a fool am I to tell you my dreams, who
are insensible of these pleasures! But do you, Abelard, never
see Eloisa in your sleep ? How does she appear toyou? Do you
entertain her with the same tender language as formerly, when
Fulbert committed her to your care? When you awake, are you
pleased or sorry ?

Pardon me, Abelard, pardon a mistaken lover. T must no more
expect that vivacity from you which once animated all your
actions. It is no more time to require from you a perfect corres-
pondence of desires. We have bound ourselves to severe austeri-
ties, and must follow them, let them cost never so dear. Let us
think of our duties in these rigors, and make a good use of that
necessity which keeps us separate. You, Abelard, will happily
finish your course; your desires and ambitions will be no obstacle
to your salvation. ]

Eloisa only must lament ; she only must weep, without being
certain whether all her tears will be available or not to her sal-
vation,

I begin to perceive, Abelard, that 1 take too much pleasure in
writing to you. I ought to burn my letter. It shows you I am
still engaged in a deep passion for you, though at the beginning
of it I designed to persunade you of the contrary; I am sensible of
the motions both of grace and passion, and by turns yield to each.
Have pity, Abelard, of the condition to which you have brought
me, and make in some measure the latter days of my life as quiet
as the first have been uneasy and disturbed.
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LETTER VI.
Abelard to Eloisa.

[Abelard, having at last conquered the remains of hiz unhappy passion,
deter mines to put an end to so dangerous a correspondence.]

Write no more to me, Eloisa, write no more to me it is time to
end a correspondence which makes our mortifications of no advan-
tage to us. We retired from the world to sanctify ourselves ; and
by a conduct directly contrary to Christian morality, we become
odious. Let us no more deceive ourselves, by flattering ourselves
with the remembrance of our past pleasures, we shall make our
lives troublesome, and we shall be incapable of relishing the
sweets of solitude. Let us make a good use of our austerities,
and no longer preserve the ideas of our faults amongst the severi-
ties of penitence.

Let us act for God’s glory, independent of the creatures or our-
selves, without any regard to our own desires, or the sentiments
of others. Were we in this temper of mind, Eloisa, I would wil-
lingly make my abode at the Paraclete.

My earnest care for a house I have founded, would draw a
thousand blessings on it. I would instruct it by my words, and
animate it by my example. I would watch over the lives of my
sisters, and would command nothing but what I myself would
perform. I would direct you to pray, meditate, labor, and keep
vows of silence ; and I would myseif pray, meditate, labor, and be
silent.

I would be your master and father; and by a marvellous talent
I would become lively, slow, soft, or severe, according to the dif-
ferent characters of those T should gunide in the painful path of
Christian perfection

But whither does my vain imagination carry me! Ah, Eloisa,
how far are we from such a happy temper! TYour heart still
burns with that fatal fire which you cannot extinguish, and mine
is full of trouble and uneasiness.

Think not, Eloisa, that I enjoy here a perfect peace; I will, for
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the last lime, open my heart to you; Iam not yet disengaged
from you; I fight against my excessive tenderness for you; yet,
in spite of all my endeavors, the remaining frailty makes me but
too sensible of your sorrows, and gives me a share in them.

Your letters have, indeed, moved me; I could not read with
indifference characters wrote by that dear hand. I sigh, I weep,
and all my reason is scarce sufficient io conceal my weakuness
from my pupils.

This, unhappy Eloisa, is the miserable condition of Abelard!
The world, which generally errs in its notions, thinks I am at
ease, and imagines I have now forgot you; but what a mistake is
this !

People, indeed, did not mistake in thinking, when we separated,
that shame and grief made me abandon the world. 'Twas not, as
you know, a sincere repentance for having offended God which
inspired me with a design of retiring.

Do you now, Eloisa, applaud my design of making you walk
in the steps of the saints? Do my words give you any relish for
penitence? Have you not remorse for your wanderings, and do
you not wish you could, like Magdalen, wash our Saviour’s feet
with your tears? If you have not yet these ardent emotions,
pray that He would inspire them. I shall never cease to recom-
mend you in my prayers, and always beseech him to assist you in
your desire of dying holily.

Attend, Eloisa, to some instructions I have to give you. You
are at the head of a religious society, and you know there is this
difference between those who lead a private life, and such as are
charged with the conduct of others; that the first need only
labor for their own sanctification, and in acquainting thewmselves
of their duties are not obliged to practice all the virtues in such
an apparent manner ; whereas they who have the conduet of
others entrusted to them, ought by their example to engage them
to do all the good they are capable of In their condition. I be-
seech you to attend to this truth, and so to follow it, as that your
whole life may be a perfect model of that of a religious recluse.

I hope, Eloisa, that after having deplored the irregularities of
your past life, you will die as the prophet prayed) the death of
the righteous, ’

I question not, Eloisa, but you will hereafter apply yourself in
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good carnest to the business of your salvation. This ought to be
your whole concern. Banish me, therefore, forever from your
heart ; 'tis the best advice I can give you: for the remembrance
of a person we have loved wrongfully cannot but be hurtful, what-
ever advances we have made in the ways of virtue.

Farewell, Eloisa! This is the last advice of your dear Abe-
lard ; this last time, let me persuade you to follow the holy rules.
Heaven grant that your heart, once so sensible of my love, may
now yield to be dirccled by my zeal! May the idea of your
loving Abelard, always present to your mind, be now changed
into the image of Abelard, truly penitent; and may you shed as
many tears for your salvation as you have done during the course
of our misfortunes !

NoTE 10 TRE READER.—The foregoing letters, which passed between ABE~
1.ArD and FrLoisa, are re-published here on account of the purity of their
sentiment and style ; and, also, because they abound in beautiful sentiments,
elegantly expressed ; very suitable for quotation in Love Letters,
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ELOISA TO ABELARD.

BY ALEXANDER POPE.

In these deep solitudes and awful cells,

‘Where heavenly-pensive Contemplation dwells
And ever-musing Melancholy reigns,

‘What means this tumult in a vestal’s veins ?
‘Why rove my thoughts beyond this last retreat ¢
‘Why feels my heart its long-forgotten heat ¢
Yet, yet 1 love | —From Abelard it came,

And Eloisa yet must kiss the name.

Dear fatal name! rest evér unreveal'd,

Nor pass these lips, in holy silence seal'd;
Hide it, my heart, within that close disguise,
‘Where, mix’d with God’s, his lov’d idea lies:
O, write it not, my hand—the namne appears
Already written—wash it out, my tears!

In vain lost Eloisa weeps and prays;

Her heart still dictates, and her hand obeys.

Relentless walls! whose darksome round contains
Repentant sighs and voluntary pains;

Ye rugged rocks, which holy knces have worn;
Ye grots and caverns shagg’d with horrid thorn;
Shrines where their vigils pale-eyed virgins keep;
And pitying saints, whose statues learn to wecp;
Though cold like you, unmov’d and silent grown,
I have not yet forgot myself to stone.

All is not Heaven’s while Abelard has part:

Still rebel nature holds out half my heart;

Nor prayers nor fasts its stubborn pulse restrain,
Nor tears for ages taught to flow in vain.

Soon as thy letters trembling I unclose,

That well-known name awakens all my woes;
Oh, name for ever sad ! for ever dear!

Still breathed in sighs, still usher’d with a tear.
I tremble, too, where’er my own I find,

Some dire misfortune follows close behind.

Line after line my gushing eyes o’erflow,

Led through a sad variety of woe:

Now warm in love, now withering in my bloom,
Lost in a convent’s solitary gloom !

There stern religion quench’d the unwilling flame;
There died the best of passions, love and fame.

169
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Yet write, oh write me all, that I may join

Griefs to thy griefs, and echo sighs to thine:

Nor foes nor fortune take this power away,

And is my Abelard less kind than they ?

Tears still are minc, and those T need not spare
Love but demands what else were shed in prayer.
No happier task these faded eyes pursue,—

To read and weep is all they now can do.

Then share thy pain, allow that sad relief:

Ah, more than share it,—give me all thy grief.
Heaven first taught letters for some wreteh’s aid,
Some banish’d lover, or some captive maid :

They live, they speak, they breathe what love inspires,
Warm from the soul, and faithful to its fires,

The virgin’s wish without her fears impart,

Excuse the blush, and pour out all the heart,

Speed the soft intercourse from soul to soul,

And waft a sigh from Indus to the Pole |

Thou know’st how guiltless first I met thy flame,
‘When love approach’d me under friendship’s name.
My fancy form’d thee of angelic kind,

Some emanation of the All-beauteous Mind;

Those smiling eyes, attempering every ray,

Shone sweetly lambent with celestial day.

Guiltless I gazed: Heaven listen’d while you sung;
And truths divine came mended from that tongue.
From lips like those what precept fail’d to move ¢
Too soon they taught me ’twas no sin to love:
Back through the paths of pleasing sense I ran,
Nor wish’d an angel whom I loved a man.

Dim and remote the joys of saints I see,

Nor envy them that heaven I lose for thee.

How oft, when press'd to marriage, have I said,
Curse on all laws but those which love has made!
Love, free as air, at sight of human ties,

Spreads his light wings, and in a moment flies.
Let wealth, let honor, wait the wedded dame,
August her deed, and sacred be her fame;

Before true passion all those views remove;
Fame, wealth, and honor! what are you to love ?
The jealous god, when we profane his fires,
Those restless passions in revenge inspires,

And bids them make mistaken mortals groan,
‘Who seek in love for aught but love alone.
Should at my feet the world’s great master fall,
Himself, his throne, his world, I’d scorn them all:
Not Ceesar’s empress would I deign to prove ;

No, make me mistress to the man I love.

If there be yet another name more free,
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More fond than mistress, make me that to theel

Oh, happy state! when souls each other draw,
‘When love is liberty, and nature law;

All then is full, possessing and possess’d,

No craving void left aching in the breast:

F’en thought meets thought, ere from the lips it part,
And each warm wish springs mutual from the heart.
This, sure, is bliss, if bliss on earth there be,

And once the lot of Abclard and me.

Alas, how changed! what sudden horrors rise!

A naked lover bound and bleeding lies!

Where, where was Eloisa? Her voice, her hand,
Her poniard had oppos’d the dire command.
Barbarian stay! that bloody stroke restrain ;

The crime was common, common be the pain.

1 can no more; by shame, by rage suppress'd,
Let tears and burning blushes speak the rest.

Canst thou forget that sad, that solemn day,
‘When victims at yon altar’s foot we lay P

Canst thou forget what tcars that moment fell,
‘When, warm in youth, 1 bade the world farewell ?
As with cold lips I kiss’d the sacred veil,

The shrines all trembled, and the lamps grew pale
Heaven scarce believ’d the conquest it survey’d,
And saints with wonder heard the vows I made.
Yet then, to those dread altars as T drew,

Not on the cross my eyes were fix’d, but you:
Not grace, or zeal,—love only was my call;

Aud, if I lose thy love, I lose my all.

Come, with thy looks, thy words, relieve my woe ;
Those still at least are left thee to bestow.

Still on that breast enamor’d let me lie,

Still drink delicious poison from thy eye,

Pant on thy lip, and to thy heart be press’d:

Give all thou canst-—and lct me dream the rest.
Ah, no! instruct me other joys to prize,

With other beauties charm my partial eyes;

Full in my view set all the bright abode,

And make my soul quit Abelard for God.

Ah! think at least thy flock deserves thy care,
Plants of thy hand, and children of thy prayer.
From the false world in early youth they fled,

By thee to mountains, wilds, and deserts led.

You raised these hollow’d walls; the desert smil’J,
And paradise was opep’d in the wild.

No weeping orphan saw his father’s stores

Qur shrines irradiate, or emblaze the floors;

No silver saints, by dying misers given,

Here bribe the rage of ill-requited Heaven;
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But such plain roofs as picty could raise,

And only vocal with the Maker’s praise.

In these lone walls (their days’ eternal bound),
These moss-grown domes with spiry turrets crown’d,
Where awful arches make a noon-day night,
And the dim windows shed a solemn light,
Thy eyes diffused a reconciling ray,

And gleams of glory brighten’d all the day.
But now no face divine contentment wears;
"T'i= all blank sadness, or continual tears.

See how the force of others’ prayers I try,

{Oh pious fraud of amorous charity!)

But why should I on others’ prayers depend ?
Come thou, my father, brother, husband, friend!
Ab, let thy handmaid, sister, daughter, move,
And all those tender names in one, thy love!
The darksome pines that o’er yon rocks reclin’d
‘Wave high, and murmur to the hollow wind ;
The wandering streams that shine between the, hills,
The grots that echo to the tinkling rills,

The dying gales that pant upon the trees,

The lakes that quiver to the curling breeze,

No more these scenes my meditation aid,

Or lull to rest the visionary maid :

But o’er the twilight groves and dusky caves,
Long-sounding aisles, and intermingled graves,
Black Meclancholy sits, and round her throws

A death-like silence and a dread repose ;

Her gloomy presence saddens all the scene,
Shades every flower, and darkens every grecu,
Deepens the murmaur of the falling tfloods,

And breathes a wrowner horror on the woods.

Ycb here for ever, ever must I stay:

Sad proof how well a lover can obey !

Death, only death, can break the lasting chain.
And here, ¢’en then, shall my cold dust remain;
Here all its frailties, all its flames resign,

And wait till ’tis no sin to mix with thine.

Ah, wretch ! believed the spouse of God in vain,
Confessed within the slave of love and man.
Assist me, Ileaven ! but whence arose that prayer ¢
Sprung it irom piety or from despair ?

I’en herc, where frozen chastity retires,

Love tinds an altar for forbidden fires.

I ought to grieve, but cannot what T oughts

I mourn the lover, not lament the fault;

I view m?' crime, but kindle at the view,
Repent old pleasures and solicit now ;

Now turn’d to Heaven, I weep my past offence,
Now think of thec, and curse my innocence.
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Of all affliction taught a lover yet,

"Tis sure the hardest science to forget !

How shall I lose the sin, yet keep the sense,
And love the offender, yet detest the offence ?
How the dear object from the crime remove,

Or how distinguish penitence from love ?
Unequal task! a passion to resign,

For hearts so touch’d, so pierc’d, so lost as mine ?
Ere such a soul regains its peaceful state,

How often must it love, how often hate!

How often hope, despair, resent, regret,

Conceal, disdain—do all things but forget !

But let Heaven seize it,—all at once tis fired:
Not touch’d, but rapt: not waken’d, but inspired !
Oh come! oh teach me nature to subdue,
Renounce my love, my life, myself—and you.
Fill my fond heart with God alone, for he

Alone can rival, can succeed to thee.

How happy is the blameless vestal’s lot;

The world forgetting, by the world forgot!
Eternal sunshine of the spotless mind:

Each prayer accepted, and each wish resign'd;
Labor and rest that equal periods keep;

¢ Obedient slumbers that can wake and weep;”
Desires compos’d, affections ever even;

Tears that delight, and sighs that waft to heaven ;
Grace shines around her with serenest beams,
And whisp’ring angels prompt her golden dreams;
For her the unfading rose of Eden blooms,

And wings of seraphs shed divine perfumes;

T'or her the spouse prepares the bridal rinz;

Tor her white virgins hymeneals sing;

To sounds of heavenly harps she dies away,

And melts in visions of etcrnal day.

Tar other dreams my erring soul emplcy,

T'ar other raptures of unholy joy;

When at the close of each sad sarowing day,
Fancy restores what vengeance snatch’d away,
Then conscience sleeps, and, leaving nature free,
All my loose soul, unbounded, springs to thec.
O, curs’d, dear horrors of all-conscious night!
How glowing guilt exalts the keen delight !
Provoking demons all restraint remove,

And stir within me ev’ry source of love.

I hear thee, view thee, gaze o’er all thy charms,
And round thy phantom glue my clasping arms.
I wuke :~—no more I hear, no more I view,—
The phantom flies me, as unkind as you.

I call aloud ; it hears not what [ say:

I stretch my empty arms; it glides away.
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To dream once rore, I close my willing eyes:

Ye soft illusions, dear deceits, arise !

Alas, no more ! methinks we wand’ring go

Through dreary wastes, and weep each other’s woe,
‘Where round some mould’ring tower pale ivy creeps,
And low-brow’d rocks hang nodding o’er the deeps,
Sudden you mount, you beckon from the skies ;
Clouds interpose, waves roar, and winds arise,

I shriek, start up, the same sad prospect tind,

And wake to all the griefs I left behind.

For thee the Fates, severely kind, ordain

A cool suspense from pleasure and from pain;
Thy life a long dead calm of fix’d repose;

No pulsc that riots, and no blood that glows;
Still as the sea, ere winds were taught to blow,
Or moving spirit bade the waters flow; -

Soft as the slumbers of a saint forgiven,

And mild as op’ning gleams of promis'd heaven.

Come, Abelard ! for what hast thou to dread ?
The torch of Venus burns not for the dead.
Nature stands check’d; religion disapproves;
E’en thou art cold—yet Eloisa loves.

Ah, hopeless, lasting flames! like those that burn
To light the dead, and warm the unfruitful urn.

‘What scenes appear where’er I turn my view !
The dear ideas, where I fly, pursue,

Rise in the grove, hefore the altar rise,

Stain all my soul, and wantoun in my eyes.

I waste the matin lamp mn sighs for thee,-—
Thy image steals between my God and me:
Thy voice I seem in'ev’ry hymn to hear,

With every bead I drop too soft a tear;

‘When, from the censer, clouds of fragrance roll,
And swelling organs lift the rising soul,

One thought of thee puts all the pomp to flight—
Priests, tapers, temples, swim before my sight.
In seas of flame my plunging soul is drowr’d,
‘While altass blaze, and angels tremble round.

While, prostrate here, in humble grief I lie,

ind, virtuous drops, just gath’ring in my eye,—
While, praying, trembling, in the dust I'roil,
And dawning grace is op’ning on my soul,
Come, if thou dar’st, all charming as thou art;
()ppogc thyself to Heaven; dispute my heart;
{Come, with one glance of those deluding eyes,
Blot out cach bright idea of the skies;
Take back that grace, those sorrows, and those tears,
Take back my fruoitless penitence and pray’rs;
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Snatch me, just mounting, from the bless’d abode ;
Assist the fiends, and tear me from my God!

No, fly me, fly me, far as pole from pole;

Rise, Alps, between us! and whole oceans roll:
Ah, come not, write not, think not once of me,
Nor share one pang of all I felt for thoo!

Thy oaths I quit, thy memory resign;

Forget, renounce me, hate whate’er was mine.
Fair eyes and tempting looks (which yet-I view )
Long lov'd, ador’d ideas, all adieu!

O, grace serene ! O, virtue, heavenly fair!
Divine oblivion of low-thoughted care !
Fresh-blooming hope, gay daughter of the sky !
And faith, our early immortality !

Enter, each mild, each amiable guest;

Receive, and wrap me in eternal rest !

Sec, in her cell, sad Eloisa spread,

Propp’d on some tomb, a neighbor of the dead.
In cach low wind methinks a spirit calls,

And more than echoes talk along the walls.
Here, as I watch’d the dying lamp around,
From yonder shrine I heard a hollow sound:
«Come, sister, come!” it said, or seem’d to say,
«Thy place is here; sad sister, come away!
Once, like thyself, I trembled, wept, and pray’d,
Love’s victim then, though now a sainted maid:
Bat all is calm in this eternal sleep;

Here grief forgets to groan, and love to weep:
F'en superstition loses ev'ry fear;

TFor God, not man, absolves our frailties here.”

1 come, I come! prepare your roseate bowers,
Celestial pals, and ever-blooming flowers:
Thither, where sinners may have rest, I go,
Where flames refin’d in breasts seraphic glow:
Thou, Abelard ! the last sad office pay,

And smooth my passage to the realms of day;
See my lips tremble and my eyeballs roll,
Suck my last breath, and catch my flying soul !
Ah, no—in sacred vestments mayst thou stand,
The hollowed taper trembling in thy hand, =
Present the cross before my lifted eye,

Teach me at once, and learn of me, to die.

Ab, then thy once-lov’d Eioisa see !

It will be then no crime to gaze on me.

See from my cheek the transient roses fly !
See the last sparkle languish in my eye !
Till ev’ry motion, pulse, and breath be o’er,
And e'en my Abelard be lov’d no more.
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0, Death, all cloquent! you only prove
‘What dust we dote on, when ’tis man we love.

Then, too, when fate shall thy fair frame destrov
}That cause of all my guilt and all my joy),

n trance ecstatic may thy pangs be drown’d,
Bright clonds descend, and angels watch thee round!
From op’ning skies may streaming glories shine,
And samts embrace thee with a love like mine !

May one kind grave unite each hapless name,
And graft my love immortal on thy fame !
Then, ages hence, when all my woes are o'er,
‘When this rebellious heart shall beat no more,
If ever chance two wand’ring lovers brings

To Paraclete’s white walls and silver springs,
O’cr the pale marble shall they join their heads,
And drink the falling tears each other sheds;
Then sadly say, with mutunal pity mov'd,

« 0, may we never love as these have lov'd!”
From the full choir, when loud hosannas rise,
And swell the pomp of dreadful sacrifice,

Amid that seene, if some relenting eye

(Glance on the stone where our cold relics lie,
Devotion’s self shall steal a. thought from heaven,
One human tear shall drop, and be forgiven.

And sure, if fate some future bard shall join
In sad similitude of griefs to mine,
Condemn’d whole years in absence to deplore,

-And image charms he must behold no more ;

Such if there be, who loves so long, so well,

Let him our sad, our tender story tell!

The well-sung woes will sooth my pensive ghost ;
He best can paint them who shall feel them most !
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SECRET WRITING.

[ Extractd from the New York Times, May 18, 1873.]

*“ CRYPTOGRAPHY,” or the art of writing in secret characters, or
in cypher, or with sympathetic ink, most certainly demands a fuil
and accurate description in a work of this character. It is on
this point that the famous story of the *“ Gold Bug,” by Edgar A,
Poe, is made to turn; and often in real life it occurs that very
important information, meant to be private and exclusive, has
been conveyed by one of the methods detailed below :

As the postal card may very possibly bring into use a certain
amount of cryptographic, or secret writing, and as I may be desir-
ous of addressing my Angelica privately, and Angelica being
hedged around by cruel and obdurate parents, and as naturally I
am impecunious (did true love ever run smooth ?), coupled with
the fact that my correspondence with Angelica is voluminous, and"
that my postal card only costs me one cent, I am determined to
use it as the vehicle of my declaring my passion for her.

I might, if I wished, make her youngest brother (an innocent
youth, whom I have subsidized) become the medium of our epis-
tolary correspondence. I could shave his head, then might trace
on his skull with iodine, or with weak lunar caustic, my burning
words of love; then I might keep him by me until his hair
grew again, and next might send him to his sister, who, in
turn, would clip and shear him, and then devour my glowing words
on his head. Only, ingenious as this method might seem at the
first glance, though, perhaps, tonsorially .complicated, it would
scarcely be patentable, having been employed by the old Greeks
some thousands ot vears ago. [ am threwn, then, on the postal
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card, and, not being desirous that the letter-carrier should know
of my love, I write boldly on my card as follows:
“ Lyrpw ¢ lozp espp.”

There it is, all fair and above board, the first syllable having
only a peculiar Welsh flavor.

Now there are certain rules in regard to the mosaic of letters
which make up the English language, which are pretty nearly
absolute, and though my Angelica thinks she may have the key to
this alone, I am afraid that a great many of my readers would
very soon ferret out our mystery. This form of cipher is the sim-
plest of all, and is the substitution of one letter for another. To
decipher it or any other simple combinfation of this character, the
following are the rules:

The most frequently employed letter is ¢, and after that ¢&. Ea
and ou are the most frequent double vowels. R, s and ¢ are the
most employed of the consonants. The double letters are usually
ec, 00, &, and ss. Double vowels are followed mostly by ¢, m, », #.

The only single letters used as words are g, ¢, 0. After ¢ and ¢
almost always come ¢, @, o, or 5. The word tke is most common,

The letter ¢ begins the three-letter words in extensive use, as
do, go, no, so, to, of, on, or. More words begin in English with a ¢
than with any other letter. In three-fourths of all words in a sen-
tence either the first or second letter must be a vowel. Among the
consonants & and % are most used, after them come #, », s, and ¢.
No English word ends in an ¢ save the personal pronoun. Now, in
my postal card espp has evidently two letters of the same character,
expressed by the double p. It must be either ee, oo, & or ss.
Now, more words begin with a ¢ than any other letter. There are
many chances that e is a f and pand e. § is an unknown quantity.

If we think p is ¢, ¢ might be f, » should be g, and s must be Z.
Therefore espp is ““thee.” Now we begin to construct the alpha-
bet. Angelica’s alphabetand mine commences at L, L is A and we
go onto Z, which is the fifteenth letter, and corresponds with O, the
fifteenth letter in the regular alphabet. When I get to my 2, I
begin at a, the sixteenth letter, which is my p ; in fact it is so easy
that I am afraid the postman who brings the letter, or the Biddy
who receives il, will read it at sight, ©“ Angel, T love thee,” I
might run it in altogether, thus :

Lyrpwtlozpespy.
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Or I might reverse it, as Ppsepzoltwpryl. 1 might write it in a
ring, as a round robin, which makes it rather more troublesome ;
or I could run it down one line and up another, in this way:

L o z
y Il pp
r t e p.
p w s

Or I could make it more complicated, and not so easy to discov-
er, by interlarding it with letters which are not read at all, their
only use being as decoys. I may, too, use a mixture of numbers
and letters, culling my alphabet from the Greek or Russian. I
may work it by this system into quite an up-hill job for the ex-
perts, by taking a certain manufactured alphabet for the first
word, a second alphabet for the second word, and a third alpha-
bet for the third word, and so on ad infinitum.

If not inclined to use letiers, having faith in words alone, I can
first write to my Angelica by means of a gridiron, not that this
useful article of culinary pharaphernalia must be in either my
Angelica’s hands or in mine, but simply a piece of paper the exact
size of the paper we want to write on, which paper has places cut
out of it. We write the words to be read in these openings, and
all the rest we fill up with nonsense. Angelica puts her gridiron
on my postal card, and what to the rest of the benighted world is
s Expectorant troches, a sure thing for those who serenade in Win-
ter. Jhave a flower-pot to throw on the man who wi beat the
drum, and a blunderbuss for those who play the bag-pipes. Kill
the flute,’ becomes to her, all the other words being covered, “ Ex-
pect a serenade. I will play the flute.”

But Angelica may be jealous. By constructing five lines, only
the five words of each line meaning anything, her anger may be
assuaged :

¢ It 1s not true that two and two make four!”

1 flirted with the leech, and courted ipecacuanha!”

¢ Importer's daughter ! give me back my brown-stone front!”

* Your love once more or once less, is all the same.”

I perish with mad despair, caused by art criticisms.”

Words have the advantage of taking less trouble to construct
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than letters, and I may again string the letters of the words up
and down. Thus can I impart good news to my Angelica:

mtis geare
y coa i t s a b
s nnhvropasr
a as dee o d e
i sonmnyvoua
n teaulnok
t nrn s is 1 i
e uuot s t cn
d aniwoh e g

Which means, “my sainted aunt sanctions our union, and has
given us two silver spoons. The clouds are breaking.”

There is what is known as the tipsy style of cryptograph, with
which I can delight my Angelica. 1t consists in taking a sentence,
muddling the letters together, and then letting them tumble about
in the loosest way. Here is a compliment to my love, which,
at the first glance, is hardly visible, and to make it the more im-
possible, I put in a few capitals:

“ Yo Urche ekisfa Irert hanthero SE,” which simply means ¢ Your
cheek is fairer than the rose.” Dean Swift used to amuse him-
self this way, not, however, with Stella, but with Dr. Sheridan,
trying, however, to give his syllables a Latin color. Sheridan
writes him: “ On nam unde I eal sum pes. Atues del eat apud
in migra num edit. A venis de [ eat sum pasti,” which means,
“On a Monday I eat some peas. A’ Tuesday I eat a pudding,
my grannum made it. A’ Wednesday I cat some pastry.”

As Angelica and I have put our wits to it, we have studied up
the numeral notation of letters, which is quite a neat method of
cryptography, We call i and j the same thing and so have twen-
ty-five letters, and we construct a table of this character :

1 2 3 4 5

a b c d e 1
f g h i k 2
1 n n [ P 3
q r 8 t u 4
v w X y % 5
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I expect to meet Angelica at the park. Shedoes not come. At
last I receive this:

11. 81. 43. 13. 41. 42. 83. 23, 45. 382, 561. 11. 41.

And, as she says “A cold in my head,” my mind is partially
relieved. Now, the alphabet can be mixed for this, and we may
substitute letters again for numbers, or half letters and half num-
bers. Here is another method, resembling the gridiron process,
only we do it with numbers. We retain any system of numbers
in our head—say 5, 0 1, 9, ete,, 0 standing for 10. We read
only the fitth word, the tenth after that, the first word after,
then the ninth. Here may be a bunkum but very true sentence,
which we leave our readers to solve: ‘“One would think that
love of gain actuated our Congressmen. We cannot unite in the
laugh at their expense. They may destroy the barriers of our
liberty ! "

Falling back on our letter system, we can put‘dots to letters in
certain places, or add dots to letters, which can become dreadfully
puzzling ; then we can construct a dish of italics, capitals, notes
of admiration, signs of the zodiac, telegraph symbols, chemical
symbols, musical annotations, algebra, phonetics, and asterisks,
which will be so tough as to defy any one's picking, and will insure
insanity to those who try to meddle with it, for both Angelica and
the writer are remorseless in this respect, and are determined that
our secret shall be our own.

Now for a last method, which we think must defy the inquisi-
tive. We pick out a book at random, and we each have a copy.
We commence at a certain page, and take, if we want to, the first
word of any line, or the second word, or any word of any line,
and on this we construct an alphabet, which alphabet, however,
we resolve into numerals. Now the numbering of the page,
the number of letters on the page, the number of words too,
are all factors in the formation of the numeral or numerals,
and vary as to every letter, as the next page comes in for the
building up of the next letter. We may use any number of
figures, and each having the book, Angelica laughs to scorn all
attempts to unravel our mystery. Perhaps that ingenious person
who lived in England eirez 1865, and who devoted the best years
of his life to deciphering these enigmas, could have found us out,
but an overstrain. caused by this kind of work, prematurely cut
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him off in the prime of his usefulness. This painstaking individual
was ouce put to his metal by a series of advertisements published
in some provincial newspaper. He immured himself for a year,
and after that short lapse of time made out the puzzle with ease,
Then, to show how absolutely simple this cipher was, he wrote a
large volume in fine type, to explain how this particular erypto-
gram was mere child’s play to him. Two hundred years ago this
talented person would have been ‘made chief of the cabinet noire
of some court. Alag, for the lack of taste of the present age, the
world in general thought him a fool for his pains.

1 believe, however, that my correspondence with my Angelica
13 safe, at least for the present, unless the postal card develops a
mania for this kind of writing, I am, however, somewhat uneasy
in regard to the cryptographic love of my shoemaker, and would
willingly impart to him what I know about the science if he would
only credit it an my boot bill. Perhaps, then, my first postal
card might read mysteriously :

“ Thembo ot Saint Pa idfory ET.”

Instead of its blurting out to me and the world, *“ Them boots
ain't paid for yet.”

FEMALE INGENUITY.

A yvoune lady, newly married, being obliged to show to her hus-
band all the lettersshe wrote, sent the following toan intimate friend :

«T cannot be satisfied, my dearest friend,
blest as I am in the matrimonial state,
unless I pour into your friendly bosom,
which has ever been in unison with mine,
the various sensations which swell
with the livelicst emotions of pleasure,
my ahmost bursting heart. [ tellyoumy dear
husband is the most amiable of men.
I have now been married seven weeks, and
have never found the least reason to
repent the day that joined us My husband is
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in person and manners far from resembling
ugly, cross, old, disagreeable, and jealous
monsters, who think by confining to sccure ;
a wife, it it his maxim to treat, as a
bosom friend and confidant, and not as a
plaything or menial slave, the woman,
chosen to be his companion. Neither party
he says, should always obey implicitly ;
but each yield to the other by turns.
An ancient maiden aunt, near seveuty,
a cheerful, venerable, and pleasant old lady,
lives in the house with us—she is the de-
light of both young and old: she is ci-
vil to all the neighborhood around,
generous and charitable to the poor.
I believe my husband loves nothing more
than he docs me ; he flatters me more
than the glass, and his intoxication
(for so I must call the excesses of his love),
often makes me blush for the unworthiness
of its object, and wish to be more deserving
of the man whose name I bear. To
say all in one word, my dear ,and to
crown the whole, my former gallant lover
is now my indulgent husband, my fondness
is returned, and I might have had
a Prince, without the felicity I find in
him. Adieu : may you be as blest as T am un-
able to wish that I could be more
happy.

The Key to the above Letler is to read the first and then cach alternaie
line only,
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POLETICAL OPINIONS UPON LOVE AND ITS CHARAC-
TERISTICS.

What is love? An odd compound of simples most sweet,
Cull'd in life’s sprihig by Faney, poor mortals to cheat ;

A passion no eloquence yet could improve—

So a sigh best expresses the passion of love.—Bate Dudlcy.

Mysterious Love! uncertain treasure,

Hast thou more of pain or pleasure ¢

Endless torments dwell about thee,

Yet who would live, and live without thee P—.Addison.

Love is, or ought to be, our preatest bliss;
Since every other joy, how dear so ever,
Gives way to that, and we leave all for love.—Rowe.

Love, thou hast every bliss in store—
"Tis friendship, and ’tis something more ;
Each other every wish they give—

Not to know love, is not to live.—Gay.

Oh, sweet are the fones of affection sincere,
‘When they come from the depth of the heart;

And swect are the words that banish cach care,
And bid sorrow forever depart.—Bulwer.

Oh! there are looks and tones that dart

An instant sunshine through the heart ;

As if the soul that minute caught

Some treasure it through life had sought.—T. Moore.

0Old as I am, for ladies’ love unfit,
The power of beauty I remember yet.—Dryden.

Within the oyster’s shell uncouth
The purest pearl may bide :—

Trust me, you'll find a heart of truth
Within the rough outside.—Mrs. Osgood.

Be thou as just and gracious unto me,
As 1 am conit lent un L n 1o thee.—SNiakespeare.
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T love thee, and I feel
That in the fountain of my heart a seal
Is set, to keep its waters pure and bright
For thee. —Shelley.

But he who stems a stream with sand,
And fetters flame with flaxen band,
Has yet a harder task to prove—

By firm resolve to conquer love.—Scott.

Yes, love indeed is light from heaven,
A spark of that immortal fire,
‘With angels shar’d, by Allah given
To lift from earth our low desire.—Byron.

The bee thro’ many a garden roves,
And hums the lay of courtship o'er,
But when he finds the flower he loves,
He settles there and hums no more.—2xoore.

For she was good as she was fair,
None, none on earth above her—

As pure in thought as angels are,
To see her was to love her.—

One in whose love, I felt, were given
The mix’d delights of either sphere;
All that the spirit seeks in heaven,
And all the senses burn for here !—Moore.

One struggle more, and I am free

From pangs that rend my heart in twain;
One last long sigh to Jove and thee,

Then back to busy life again.—Byron.

Forget me not, when others gaze
Enamor’d on thee with the looks of praisc;
‘When weary leagues between us both are cast,
And each dull hour seems heavier than the last—
Oh! then forget me not!—

Didst thou know the touch of love,

Thou wouldst as soon go kindle fire with snow,

As seck to quench the fire of love with words.
—Shakespeare.
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There are ten thousand tones and signs

‘We hear and see, but none defines—
Involuntary sparks of thought

‘Which strike from out the heart o’crwrought,
And form a strange intelligence

Alike mysterious and intense;

‘Which links the burning chain that binds,
‘Without their will, young hearts and minds,
Conveying, as clectric wire,

We know not kow, the absorbing fire.

Ten lincs to say, and tell us but,
“ We know not how ”—we know not what.—Byron.

There is a language by the virgin made,

Not read but felt, not uttered but betrayed,

A mute communion, yet so wondrous sweet,

Eyes must impart what tongue can ne'cr repeat.

’Tis written on her cheeks and meaning brows;

In one short glance whole volumes it avows;;

In one short moment tells of many days,

In one short speaking silence all conveys.—Miss Barrett.

Let no one say that there is need
Of time for Love to grow;

Ah mo ! the Love that kills indeed,
Dispatches at a blow.

The spark that but by slow degrees
Is nursed into a flame,

Is habit, friendship, what you please,
But Love is not its name.

For Love to be completely true,
It death at sight should deal;
Should be the first onc ever knew;
In short, be that I feel.

To write, to sigh, and fo converse,
For years to play the fool ;

*Tis to put passion out to nurse,
And send the heart to school.

Love all at once should from the earth
Start up full-grown and tall ;

If not an Adam at his birth,
He is no Love at all.—Lord Holland.

He who plucks the sweets shall prove
Many thorns to be in Love.—Herrick.
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Remember thee, and all thy pains,
And all thy love for me!

Yes, while a pulse, a breath remains,
Will I remember thee ! —Montgomery.

A blushing thing of pain and bliss.
That is, to talk in rhyme myself
Of such a nondescript as this;
Love is & “ dreadful pretty ” elf.
But I incline to fancying
It is a « pretty ugly ” thing—
About as pretty as a witch,
About as ugly as the itch.
A lover must be quite insane,
To prize a mingled bliss and pain ;
And Love of such experience
‘Was never worth a jot of sense.—Ettrick Shepherd.

My heart is bound
With a viewless chain—
I see no wound,
But I feel its pain.
Break my prison, and set me free!
Bondage, though sweet, has no charms for me!
—Anonymous.

Love, the cloudless summer sun—
Of all Life’s sweets the sweetest one—
Yes! so it is—and the same thirst
For something high and pure above
This withering world, which, from the first,
Made me drink deep of Woman’s Love—
As the one joy, to heaven most near
Of all our hearts can meet with here—
Still burns me up, still keeps awake
A fever naught but death can slake.—Moore.

Love is a sickness full of woes,
All remedies refusing ;
A plant that with most cutting grows ;
Most barren with least using :
Why so?
More we enjoy it, more it dies;
If not enjoyed, it sighing cries,
Heigh-ho! —Dandel.

Tis painful, but 'tis sweet to love.—Henry Kirke White.
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It is to be all made of sighs and tears;

It is to be all made of faith and service;

It is to be all made of fantasy,

All made of passion, and all made of wishes,—Shakespeare.

Quoth he, to bid me not to lIove

Is to forbid my pulse to move,

My beard to grow, my ears to stick up,
Or, when I'm in a fit, to hiccup.—Butler.

Language is too faint to show
His rage of Love. It preys upon his life—
He pines, he sickens, he despairs, he dies!
His passion and his virtues lie confused.—Addison.

She never told her Love,
But let concealment, like a worm i’ the bud,
Feed on her damask cheek. She pined in thought;
And, with a green and yellow melancholy,
She sat like a Patience on a rnonument,
Smiling at Grief. —Shakespeare

No telling how Love thrives | to what it comes!

‘Whence grows! ’Tis ¢’en of as mysterious root

As the pine that makes its lodgings of the rock,

‘Where you would think a blade of grass would die!
—Sheridan Knowles.

They speak of thee
And couple with thy mention misery ;
Talk of the broken heart, the wasted bloom,
The spirit blighted and the early tomb;
As if these waited on thy golden lot—
They blame thee for the faults that thou hast not.
—Miss Landon.

They sin who tell us Love can die.—Southey.

Alag! how slight a cause may move
Dissension between heaxrts that love |
A something light as air—a look,
A word unkind or wrongly taken—
O Love that tempests never shook,
A breath, a touch like this has shaken.—Byron.

The more thou dam’st it up, the more it burns,—Skakespeare.
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Love cannot bear rude Passion’s blast;
Neglect pales all its fires.

‘When once its brilliancy is past,

It struggles, but it cannot last;
It flickers and expires.—Mrs. Downing.

Love is a thing of frail and delicate growth;
Soon checked, soon fostered ; feeble and yet strong,
It will endure much, suffer long, and bear
‘What would weigh down an angel’s wing to earth,
And yet mount heavenward. But not the less
It dieth of a word, a look, a thought;
And when it dies, it dies without a sign
To tell how fair it was in happier hours.
It leaves behind reproaches and regrets,
And bitterness in affection’s well,
For which there is no healing.—Miss Landon.

Love is not Love

‘Which alters when it alteration finds,

Or bends with the remover to remove ;
Oh no! it is an ever fixed mark,

That looks on tempests and is never shaken.
It is the star to every wandering bark,

‘Whose worth’s unknown, although his height be taken.

—Shakespeare.

This is Love,
‘Which chooseth from a thousand only one
To be the object of that tenderness
Natural to every heart; which can resign
Its own best happiness for one’s dear sake ;
Can bear with absence ; hath no part in hope,
For hope is somewhat selfish. Love is not,
And doth prefer another to itself.—Miss Landon.

Every moment
I'm from thy sight, the heart within my bosom
Moans like a tender infant in its cradle,
‘Whose nurse has left it.—Otway.

May the snowy wings .
Of innocence and love protect thee l—Akenside

Ah! little will the lip reveal
Of all the burning heart may feel.
—Miss L. . Landon.
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Tho’ fate, girl, may bid us part,
The soul it cannot, cannot sever;

The heart will seek its kindred heart,
And cling to it as close as ever.—Moore.

Then came the parting hour, and what arise
‘When lovers part—expressive looks, and eyes
Tender and tearful—many a fond adieu,

And many a call the sorrow to renew.—Crabdbe.

One hurried kiss—one last, one long embrace—
One yearning look upon her tearful face—
And he was gone, and, like a funeral knell,
The winds still sighed—beloved, fare thee well !
—Mrs. C. H. W. Esling.

Let mutual joy our mutual trust combine,
And love, and love-born confidence, be thine I—Dryden.

If you oblige me suddenly to choose,
My choice is made—and I must you refuse.~—~Dryden.

Oh, do not talk to me of love,
’Tis deepest cruelty to me—
‘Why throw a net around a bird
That might be happy, light and free P—Westmacott.

Sooner shall the blue ocean melt to air,
Sooner shall earth resolve itself to sea,
Than I resign thinc image, oh, my fair !
Or think of anything excepting thee.—Bryon.

There is nothing but death
Our affection can sever,
And till life’s latest breath
Love shall bind us forever.—J. G Percival.

Sweet beauty sleeps upon thy brow,
And floats before my eyes ;

As meek and pure as dove art thou,
Or beings of the skies.—Morris.

Oh! there is nothing half so sweet in life
As Love's young dream. —Moore.
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But ah ! tis gone, ’tis gone, and never
Mine such waking bliss can be;

Oh! I would sleep, would sleep for ever,
Could I thus but dream of thee ! —Frishie.

She bids me hope! and, in that charming word,
Has peace and transport to my soul restor’d.
— Lord Lyttleton

One hour of such bliss is a life ere it closes—
Tis one drop of fragrance from thousands of roses.
—P. M. Wetmore.

- =
These poor, half kisses kill me quite;
‘Was ever man so served ?
Amidst an ocean of delight,
For pleasure to be starv’d !|—Drayton.

The kiss you take is paid by that you give;
The joy is mutual, and I'm still in debt.
’ —Lord Lansdown.

I know thou dost love me—ay! frown if thou wilt,
And curl that beautiful lip,

‘Which I never can gaze on without the guilt
Of burning its dew to sip I—C. F. Hoffman.

*T'was thy high purity of soul,
Thy thought revealing eye,

That placed me, spell-bound, at your feet,
Sweet wand’rer from the sky !—W. G. Clark.

Take my estcem, if you on that can live;
But, frankly, sir, ’tis all that I can give.~—Dryden.

Oh, that hallow’d form is ne’er forgot,
‘Which first Love trac’d ;
Still it, lingering, haunts the greenest spot
In memory’s waste. ~—Moore.

Oh ! were my love a blossom,
‘When summer skies depart,

T'd plant her in my bosom,
And wear her near my heart -
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Dear art thou to me now as in that hour,
‘When first Love’s wave of feeling, spray-like, broke
Into bright utterance, and we said we lov'd |-—Balley.

Like the lone bird that flutters her pinion,
And warbles in bondage her strain,
I have struggled to fly thy dominion,
But find that the struggle is vain.—George P. Morrds.

So gaze met gaze,
And heart saw heart, translucid through the rays,
One same, harmonious, universal law.
Atom to atom star to star can draw,
And heart to heart! Swift daxts, as from the sun
The strong attraction, and the charm is done!
—The New Timon.

Love is a star, whose gentle rays

Beams constant o’er our lonely way ;

Love is a gem, whose pearly light

Oft charms us in the darkest night.—Sazurday Courier.

That love is sordid which doth need

Gold’s filthy dust its fires to feed :

That acts a higher, nobler part,

‘Which come, unfetter’d, from the heart.—J. T'. Watson.

T dare not linger near thee, as a brother,

I feel my burning heart would still be thine ;
How could I hope my passionate thoughts to smother,
‘When yielding all the sweetness to another

‘Which should be mine | —Mrs. Amelia B, Welby.

Love drew your image on “my heart of hearts,”
And memory prescrves it beautiful.—Mrs. Osgood.

Love P—I will tell thee what it is to love:—
It is to build with human thoughts a shrine,
Where Hope sits brooding like a beauteous dove—
Where time seems young, and life a thing divine,
Yes, this is love—the steadfast and the true,
The immortal glory which hath never set ;
The best, the brightest boon the heart e’er knew—
Of all life’s sweets, the very sweetest yet !
: —Charles Swain.
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Bend Cash Orders to R. M. DE WITT,

g Ne. 32 ROSE STREET, N, Y.




WEBSTER'S RECITER ;

ELOCUTION MADE EASY,

Plainly showing

THE PROPER ATTITUDES OF THE FIGURE,

THE VARIOUS EXPRESSIONS OF THE FACE,
And the Different Inflexions and Modulation of the Voice,
CLEARLY EXPLAINED BY
NUMEROUS ENGRAVINGS,
Arso CONTAINING

Choice Selections of the Most Thrilling, Passionate;
Heroic and Patriotic Speeches and ¥oems, with
Appropriaie Instructions to enable the
Learnerx to it himself for either the
Stage, the Bar, the Forum,
or the Pulpit.

BY THE AUTHOR OF
‘WEBSTER'S PRACTICAL LETTER WRITER.”

ILLUSTRATIONS.
FIGURE L~Grier, FIGURE IX. Dmmux.
FIGURE I1.—DISLIKE. FIGURE X.—CursinG.
FIGURE IIl.—~Mopxsry, FIGURE XI.—~APPEAL.
FIGURE 1V, —Rrerer, FIGURE XII.—HAiTE.
FIGURE V,.—RESOLUTION, FIGURE XIIL.—PATRIOTIEM.
FIGURE VI, —ADMIRATION. FIGURE XI1V.—CoUkiGE.
FIGURE VIL.—Cavurion. FIGURE XV.—INVOCATION.

FIGURE VIII.—AporirtioN., 1

These Illustrations dre very superior, excelling in accuraey of delinaation,
and beauty ef execution,anything ever yet produced for a like purpose.

WEBSTER’S RECITER will be found Tre Rigrr Boogk, i
THE RIGHT PLACE, if it 18 iound in the hands of every person desirous of
making himself a perfect mzster of the useful and noble art of ORATORY.

This book contains over 200 pages, bound in boards, with a splendid illa-
minated cover, Priee . = -~ - © - 50 Cents.

A handsome and durable edition of this work, bound in cloth, elegantly
rettered in gilt. Price = - - o - 73 Cents.

WKF~ Copies of #he above Boaks sent to any address in the United Stales or
Canadas, Jrec of charge.

Bend Cash Orders to B. M. DE WITT,

NO©, 33 HOSE STREET, N. ¥,




GEY THE BESK) GET THE BESK!

' In thim fres sountey, where every man that does his duby as a citinen may
be at any moment rﬁﬁl to preside over, or assist in, the deliberationa
and debates of Public Moeetings—it behoaves all to be thoroughly * posted
&8 to the ways and means of properly conducting such assemblages. This
book will be found to contain a swcoinet and practieal digest of the many vol-
umes devoted to this important matter; it is the koney extracted from the
henrded stores of the most eminent writers. A careful study of its thorough-
Iy prepared pages will ind either Chairman or Speaker * anaed at all pointa™
that ean poasibly arise.

WEBSTERS

CHAIRMAN'S MANUAL,

AND SPEAKER'S GUIDE.

Showing plainly and clearly How to Preside Over and
Condwmct Every Kind of Public Meeting. With full Ex«
ositions of the Manner of Procedure in the Ameriean
sngress, the British Parliament, the Legislature of
New Yorlk, the Grand Lodge of F, and A. Masons, ete,

TO WHICH IS ADDED

' Numerouns Procedentis from the best authorities. Alse,
the Full Text of th¢ Constitution of the United States,
with all its Varieus Amendments,

By the Author of * Waebster’s Prastieal Leiter Writer,” ¢ Websler's Reciler,” ete,

ABSTRACT” OF CONTENTS :

Preface~—What is Public Business {~——Rules of Order——Motiens how
made——Chairman—his requisites ; necessity of his impartiality; dignity re-
quisite——The Meeting——Poin‘s of Order—Debate——Speakers—Ar-
ranging for a Meeting——The * Call "—w=A New Club——Alma Mater——
Boys in Blue—=Committee of Arrangements- ~— Cancus and caucusing—-
Conventions—Town Meectings——Ward Mestings——Committees—Reso-
lutions and Motions——~Amendments— -Rules —Divisions—Yeas and
Nays—A Quorum——3Speaking —Puoints of Oder and Appeals—De-
bate—-Questions——Privileged Questions—~Comzittee of the Whole—
Call of the House——Adjournment——By-Laws of Citizens Central Com-
mitte——Forms and Formulag—Farmer's C(lub——Insuranee Club——
Secial Club——British Parliament——Congress of United States-— Business
Rules of U, 8. Senate——DBusiness Rulss of U. 8, House of Representatives——
Joint Business Rules of the two Houses ——Rules of the Senate of New York
Relating to Order——Rules and Order of the New York Assembly—Joint
Rules of the Senate and Aseembly——Routine of a Business Meeting—
Masonic Rules of Order——Parliamentary Authorities——Parljamentary
Summary—-Constitution of the United States with all the Amendm emts.

This Book contains over 300 Pages, bound in beards, with a splendid .

twamivated Cover-....ocoveeranrarieiainincraraereer.-o..Price 50 Cents.
& Jamdsome and Durable Edition of this Work, bound in clath, elegant-
ly}etteradmgilt.................: ...... tecaseresaeas . Price 75 Conts.

WdF~ Copies of the above Book sent to awy address in the Unitsd Siaies or
Qa s poat paid, on receipt of reladl price.
Beud Cash Orders to

R. M. DE WITT, Publisher, 33 Rose Btreet,

(Boiween Duane and Framifort Sireets,) .
"y - — |
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Gret thhe Best! Gret the Best!
JUST SUCH A BOOK AS

Webster's Practical Lette. Writer

has long been needed ; as most works of the kind were either too verbose, or too
trite, tame and melegant. This book hits the happy medium of just suiting the
esent tirne, and it furnishes examples of every style worthy of imitation or of
ing copied. 1t is fast superceding all the antiquated l.et.er-Writers that have
long out lived their usefulness. So great is the sale of this excellent book thatit
may truly be said that since its publication,
“Those write now who never wrote before,
And those who always wrote, now write the more.”

WEBSTER’S PRACTICALLETTER WRITER. Containin gen-
eral directions for Writing ; also, Mudel Letters—Family Letters, Chi 's
Letters, Letters of Friendship, Letters of Symputhy, Love Letters, saldler 8 Let-
ters, Letters of Distinguished Men, etters of Distinguished Women, Letters of
Distinguished Authors, Business Letters, Lettera of Introduction, Mi.seel%&:ua
Letters, and Model Notes of Imvitition. Together with Bible Quo E
Choice Prose Sentiments, Select Poctical Quota.hons also, a Copious Dictionary

of syuounyms, all the Latin, French, Spanish and Italhn Words and Phrases.
usnally met wich ; a full List on Abbreviations, Motf.oeg of the States, and a
Model of Printers’ Proof Corrections.

** This book contains 200 pages, bound in boards, with splendid illuminated
cower making the most complete, most perfect, most elaborate, most useful,
most entertaining, and yet simple Letter Writer ever produced.

It unites all the good q\nlmes ot -n otheu with man) additional features

peculiar to itself. . 5 . r Price Fifty Cenis.
A very handsome and dur.blo edxtion of thh work, is also ready, bound in
cloth, elegantly lestered in giit. . i Prtce Scventy-five Cents.

NO ONE CAN DO W'THOUT

THE VERY BEST

READY RECKONER, [SWEET’S]

Y ET GIVEN L'C THE PUBLIC.

The rapid manner in which business is now conducted, makes it necessary for
even the vest < rer to cousalt a simple and infallible book of this kind; while
to p.rsons but slightly acquaiatedl with Arithmetic, this book will be invaluable,
1t is 8o plain and perfectin exery point, the desuedanswarhobhinedlnghnoe

es.desall the details usua.ly found in such works, SWEET'S READY RECKONER
L .

UROPARERIS 18 Bvoryiner LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

SWEET’S READ ticles by
the Pounu, Ounce, Barre nth of a
cent, to one dollar ; also, intlings,
kgt yoon Cinterne,
ment of Saw 8, Wil G ,
with full instructions for oo00998a8L£95 \y, week,
and month ; Wages by tl e month,
from Fifty Cents to Fou ement of
Cubes, Cylinders and Bo: 4 French

System of Weighls and Musures ; interes™ Tables at 6 and 7 per cent., from $1
to $100, from one day to oue year, together with many other useful aud indispen-
sable Tables. By L. D. J. SWEET, Author of * Elements of Draughts.”

Tnis book oontnnl over 200 pagea, bound in boards, with splendid illaminated

wnr. 3 . Pric: Fifty Cents.
h.udlome lnd durlble otuuon o! thla work is also ready, bound in cloth,
ohgmtly lettered in gilt. . 9 4 Price Seventy-five Uents.

Muca’ucoflheubmmlu,nm.pulagefm.mrmtplafmu Adaress
R. M. DE WITIT, Pubhshe‘ 9 Rose street, N. ¥
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