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wqr ~uutq makuta ~tatr 1J1 atr 

FROM ITS ORIGIN- 1885 TO J91O- ITS SUCCESSES AND FAILURES, 

W
IlE history of the South Dakota Statt> Fail' is too dosdy woven into the histor~' of the cOlllmoInYl'l.llth of "'hit'l! it i" a part. contains1 too much that is romantic, and eY\.~n pathetic, for the first geueratiou of a llrolHl ~'Oll11g ~tate to permit it to lapse illto the \'ague, 

unreliable stat us of tradition. 
This year of grace. 1910, the qnarto centenary of. its existence. is l)('dlHps a fitting time to make a pel'llHllwut reeorrl of its origin. 

its early struggl1's and vicissitudl's, <lml its deYI'lopml'ut from amI']" phasl' of ~\.nglo,~ax()u Hlllbitiol1 in to an inst itnl ion ,,'Ol't h:' a place 
in the front rank of Btate Expositions. 

Its origin was an act of t111' Territorial Legislatm'l'. appro\'ed .\.pril ~,)th. 108.). Hllll signl'd h~' Governor Pinel' nt Bismarl·k, the 
then capital of the territory. TIlt' territory Pllllmll'l'll ",it hi II its limits the 1\"0 tatl's Ilt'ari ng t1111t name, ,,,jth an 11 l't'a of loon ,H:l square 
miles and containing on I~' /iI'attl'l'lIlg sdtler-3 
fringe along its eastern hOI'del' aUlI H sprinkling 
of pioneer homesteaders Sl'<ttl rl'tl at ran do m 
over its eastel'll half. The 1'111 iI'\' tpnito!',Y f'olltain
ed at that time 160,789 lint's('s. 410.071 ~attle, 

153,671 hogs, 136,966 .shl!l'p. au(l thl' asse~!-icd 

valuation of all the pro pl'l't~' \\ it hill its limit." 
real amI personal, ,,,as :j;!HiA!l!1,5-l!J.!3!J. 

lh':'olHl t h\, sea,awl P\'('ll 

[!1'11ll FnthcrJ-;," efrorts 
I hI' l'Ollllllllll goOtl were 
g-1'O,,·th-~\'ol\'i,t1 in lit-

Among our an~est ors 
our more immediate"Pil 
at ~on~erted action for 
of feeble origin antI slow 
eral I'omplianl'l' "'itb :21[1'. 'L'be "'Oll1ell'S Building-South J)akota .\p{ll'eriates HpJ' 'YOllH'1l Da r\\'in 's t heoJ'ips frolll 
the tadpolf> to thl' frog, and sUl'c·('~si\'el.v. up 
through the more highly c1eveloJlI,tl units of \)l'illg toward thl' slaudanl ()f pprfpl'fc'd ,'xistpJH'('-Dl'st the things 1h\'lllSl'lYl'" pUtl~", im
mature infants, tottering 'with [('I'hlp !-itl'PS, g'uining size and stn'llgth "'ith y,,)!'s. the !'ult's nml Inws fo1' ol'g-lllliz,ltion anJ l'onirol 
evolved painfully from their ll\'tl's~itit·s and thl'il' mistak('K. 

The piolll'el's of the ,n'st, profiting h~- tIll' eXperil'lH'(, of their 1l1'ogl'llitol's. ('l'l'atl,d til', t thl' holly of the fllll·sizrod institutIOn amI 
then "breathed into its nostrils th!' breath 01' life." 

The legislative act, approved April ~;), 1885, crf>ated thl' BO<lnl of Agl'il:ultnl'{' for thl' PlI!'POSI', a. srt forth in th(' 1H'l. of "for
warding the interests of agrit'lllt UI'\" hortil'llltU1'e, manufadllrillg and dOllll'st iI' urts." Thi!-i UOH 1'([ tOl1sistl'd of 11 presilll'lI t <IntI one 



vice president from each legislative district. The 
Board was given supervision over all county and 
associa tion fairs, but its principal function was to 
organize and maintain an annual exhibition of the 
products of the territory in agriculture, stock rais
ing and other lines, to be known as the "Annual 
Territorial Fair." .An appropriation of $5,000 was 
made for its organization and maintenance. 

The first Board of Agriculture held its first 
meeting at l\Iitchell June 17, 1885. That the mem
bership of this first Board was wisely chosen is 
amply shown in the broad and solid foundation laid 
b~" them upon which the mammoth expositions of 
mo1'C recent years have been built up. Their fitness 
for the tao k is furtber in evidence in fact that the 
mistakes, inevitable in launching an enterprise of 

Agricultural Building-It. is Too Small fOl' the E:\hibit;, such magnitude, under adverse conditions, were 
promptly corrected by themselves. 

It was deeided to hold tha first Fair in the fall of that year, 1885. The plans were matured and the work actively begun. The 
Dakota Farnll'l', tlwn publish ell at lIm'on, was maJe the official organ of the Boal'll. 

The first qm'stion, and a most difficult one, was that of location. There was keen competition among the larger towns of the 
terril 01';,), especially amoug those "'ithin the limits of the present state of South Dakota. Sioux Fall, Pierre, and IIuron, each submitted 
offers of suitahl!' grounds and ra 'e trade, adverti ing anll considerable sums of money. ,Aftl:'l' several ballots the bid of the city of 
Pierre, ubmittcd hy Mr. E. P. Miller, ,,-as acceptell. Later, however, this action was l'{'{'onsidered be['ause of the-at that time-dis
tance and isolation of PiPl're from the most thickly sdtled port iOll:-; of thc territory. .A resolution was alloptec.l, setting forth the opin
ion of the Board that, aside from pef'uniary con ide rations, good judgment constrained 1hem to I:hange their decision anel l'eloeate the 
first Fair at Hnron. whl'l'e, by rea. on of its accessibility to thp lIlorc thickly settled and fully culti\'ated sections of the territor;\', the 
success of the Fail' would be more ['{'rtain. 

A committee. ,,,ith Judge Bennett as chairman. was HPlwillt '<1 to dose a contract 'with the city of Huron. .An executive com
mittee consi. ting of '. ~\. Bliss of Brown ('ounty, Presiul·nt. J. Y. '\\,hite of Clay County, L. C. Winslow of Minnehaha, A. 'Y. Page of 
Beadle, Alonzo ,Yal'llall of Graut, II. P. Padn'il'(l of Spink, amI Thomas Davis of Davison. was appointed to organize, supervise and con
duct the Fair. ( 

The first Fair. 1H'1<1 Sep1 emJH'l' 20 to Odober 2, 188;'), wa:-; a surcess both in the matter of exhibits, and attendance, and financial
ly, the gate receipts for one day reaching nearly $3,000. The exhibits of products of the territory were so large in volume and so mag
nificent in quality a to astonish visitor from adjacent states. Many exhibitors of farm implements and machinery were present 
from ont ide the stat . competing keenly in the display of their goods for the in pection of Dakota farmers. Among the e the John 
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Deere Co., The 1\1oline Phw Co., l\Ionitol' Drill Co., and others are still l'Pgnlar anllual I'xhihilors at tbe Rtatp Fair. Till' offil'ers in 
charge of the first Fair were: 

C. A. Bliss, Brown County, President. ('has. Pr(~ston, OalnHl()(I, ~llpl'rill tpntlellt Shpep Depa rtm 'nt. 

...w. F. T. Bushnell, Beadle County, ~eeretary. Blades. l'entprYille, ~l1pel'il1tl'naent Poult q D"pHltmcnt. 

John E. Bennett, Clark County, Treasurer. 1. E. loung-bloot1, Blunt. Bllp!. :\Iachilll'l'~' DI'IHll'truent. 

Col. Edward Sterling. Huron, ::;ulwrintl·ndent of Grounds. G. II. Keys. Elll'ntlak Supel'intt'llIleul Grain Dl'pal'tment. 

A. 'Y. Page, Broadland. Superintl'l1Llent of ('onstnll"tion. L. \\. ~ Teedham. Pit' lTC, ~uperintentlent Dair,\' D"pa 1'1 ment. 

Thos. Davis. l\1itchell. Supt. of nOrRe>; aUll Speet1 Dept. E. DeBell, Sioux Palls. Supt. Horticult ural Dl'lllll'tml'll t. 

Paul Page, Mitchell, Superintendent of Cattle Department. 1\1rs. Jallll' Anderson, Mallison, Supt. Textile Dl'pal'lDlcnt. 

J. D. ,'Tagner, Frankfort, Superintendent Swine Department. 1\11's. Lauren Dunlap, IIllroll. ~upt. 'Yoman's Department. 

S. 1\1:. Bishop, Gettysbury, Superintendent Pantry and Kitchen Department. 

The gate reeripts aggregated wry llrluly $7.500.00, and the Fair, for a first effort, in a large and sparsely 'ettIed territory, with 
inadequate means of communi~'ation ana sl!ant l'esources. was a gratifying success. The officers who bad made a success of the first Fail' 
were unanimously I,hosen for the yl'aJ' It-Su. 

The Fair of 1886 was again located at lIuron, and was again considered successful, the receipts exceeding tho e of the previou 
season by about $2,000.00. 

There ,Y3S even keener competition for the 
location of this second Fair than for the first one, 

five bids being submitted, as follows: IIuron, MaLli

son, 1\1itchell, Aherdeen and Grand Forks, eaeh bid

der offering free us of grounds, buildings, tracks, 

etc., with bonus in advertising and cash running up 

to $4,000. Fifteen members of the Board ,vere pres

ent at the meding. On the first ballot four yotes 

was the highest number cast for any eompetitor, 

but on the seventh, Huron received nine yotes 

against three each for Aberdeen and Grand Forks. 

While there was no "sulking" by the disappointed 

competitors, and the fair was successful to the eX


tent of increasing the receipts, as stated, hy some 

$2,000, it cannot be doubted that the practice of of

fering the Fair as "spoils" to be fought for could 

not fail to ('001 tbe ardor of friends of the unsuc

cessful bidders. It is scarcely questionable that if, 

at this time, the Fair had been pel'manentlJ' located 

at ome point. easily accessible to the then settled '.rhe State' Horticultural Building-It is ahmys Filled 
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portions of the territur~'. sUl'h al'lion would have heen qui('ldy fpH and eYen in tho. c pioneer day~ a beginning could hay!' lwen maLle in 
acquiring the in(lispensable. of p!'l'llJallPnt sUC'l'ess. It is. however. no reflection on the Buat'll that it fdt it. way l'Hutiollsly. IIitHI
sight is always more af'eurate than foresight. 

In planning the fair of h 7. the Board dCl'ic1eJ to l'nntinur the practice already inauguratcd of hol<ling h,'o Sl1('1'l'ssiv(' fairs at 
one point. and the city of Mitl'lll'll. haying HUHle tlw IDost liberal offer. was cho 'en for the next byo ycars. 

This year the territorial legi.lahnc. recognizing the Fair as a growing in. titution of gl'eat and growing y,lIllp. made an ap
propriation of $3.000 for its snpport. whil'h was continnell h~' its nece or from year to Yl'ar for fourtc'l'll Yl'an; 

The former oftil'ers "','re rc-ell.'l'led and ('ontinued its nUlnagl'lllent with enrrg." ,1tHl (lilig,'n(·c. Thl' gate rr"('ipts real'lLI'd allllost 
. ',,000. H uti ,,-it h oth,'r L'CI'l'il'ts and the appropria
tiull. \\'l'rl' .'uffi"il·nt tu hring' llw Fail' through with
out a drfi!'it. 

n 
It is interesting tu lLUtl~ that at that date the 

only 1)J'Ojll'L'ty l""'ort/,'tl <IS h"long-iug' ttl tlll' l<'air 
Board is a (Irsk. fonr ,·Iwirs. aud othl'r olli"l' furni
t\lre. amollg whi"h is n t~ pf'\\'I'itcr still ('xtaut allll 
in n,(' ill tlte offil'l' of tll(' SelTl'tal·,\'. al1(1 was USI'<l ill 
this .\'I'ar of g'ra(·I'. ]!l1n. in preparing tllis hi, ton'. 

Th,' fourth annual Fail'. again held ill ~litl'lll'll 
in lS~::;. was again ull<ll'l' thc mallagl'llll'llt of C. A. 
Bliss 111111 '\'. F. T. Bn~llllt'll. TIll' 1·'aiL' \\'a. C011

dnl'1('cl Oll tlil' samc high planc as its l)l·(·(lecessors. 
hnt "as 1<,>;s stH'('essEul filll1l1"iall.\'. 11'a ,' ing a defieit 
at tl1l' Sl'ttll'lllC'nt of a('('Ollllts. 

Tll lb"n. till' Pl'Csitll'llt anll ~pf'rctal'Y. C. A. 
Bliss al](l '\'. F. T. Bn, hUI'Il. wllo 11<1<1 ('Olllludp(1 thc 
Fail' through its first fonl' years. 1'I'signl'l1. and were 

Beadl ~ COllllt~ Building ,lll'('PClI('(l h~' R. E. ('o(h1ington as Pl'l'sident. and 
c. \\'. nO\\ lH'~'. ~rcrf'tar)·. The r('tiring officials 

were aeconlcll by the Board and h~- tIll' people of tll<' stat .. the ID(,p(l of praise aIHI gratitude jm;tl~' dur them for thl' skill. energy 
and persistem'c with \\'hich t1wy had laullf'lll'd and gnillr<1 through the critical, tag!' of its lH'gilllling. this v<1st1.'- important I'uteqwise. 

The Fail' of ] S~). at Aberdeen. was held on the grouncls of thc Brown County Fair .i\ 'su('iation. It was a high !i:ra(le exhibit of 
the resources of the tpl'l'itory. hut heeanse of the extra expense of moving amI the eOllfu~ioll ('ollspquent upon a chang" of lOt'ation amI 
management. \I'as not quite successful financially. 

After the division of the tl'nito]'.\' in ]S9. amI l1H' a(lmission of the state of • outh Dakota. the' Board IWI'mne 1hr State Fair 
Board. It eOlltinuell its former polic,\·. holding the fairs of lS!ll an!l 1892 in Sioux Falls. ~\lthough lhe ('ontriillltillg tl'l'J'itorr was 
divided by . tatchood. the influx of immigration. the rapi(l d('\'('lopment of the np\\, tate and the improypd dimatil' 1'(llHlitioll of that 



year appeared to have fully offsd tIl!' tlivisiou of support. The !<'air of 1 'Ul was Im'ger alld more snecl'sSfUl in a financial way than 
any formcr ('xposition, the n>el'ipts aggregating nead;\' $10.000. In lSD2, although the high standartls of exhibits ,Ya' fully main
tained, the fnaneial and indust rial th']ll'l'ssion under "hieh the entin' t'otllltr~' was suffering. wa ' felt in the retlm'l'll patronage. There 
,,'as a small 'eiieit. whicll was met hy an appropriation b:' the next legislature. 

In the. 'ar 1893 there was at(ain a change in the oflieialmanagcllll'nt. ('has. Keith heing l'lpt'tcll President and \Y. F. T. Bushnell, 
Secretary. 1'11 Fair ,,,a again hH'atctI at "\lwl"tlt'pn for a pl'l'ioll of two Yl'ars, allll the Board madc lllost S(1"('11UOUS ('fforts to promote 
snccessful l'xpol'ltions, uut the finatll'ial stringelll':y prcyailing throughout tIlt' ('(H1ntr~'. amI tIlt' Ueel'S 'iye dry seasons, with short crops 
and 1'e 'l1ltant "hard times," 'Yl'rt' ohstach's impo~sihle to wholl~' oVcrl'ome. In 1 'n:~ the ell'fieit ,n1S more than. '2.000, and in 1 94 it 
amounted to over $5,000, about olH'-half of which \\'as cOYerl'(l hy It'gislatiw appropriations. 

The Board was rcorganizl'tl with O. ('. Kpmp as Prpsi(lt'nt, antl ~I. II. Kell!':', SI'l"l'etcuT EaJ'I~' in the lll'W year the manage
mcnt hegan to plHu for thr fail' of IS!);"). It had becollle' lllHlIi[t'sl that a "state fair Oil whpl'ls" eould not be madr a permanrnt uecess, 
The bicnniHI moving Pl1tailell a ver,\ eOllsitll'rahle 
exIra expt'llse. (1iso!'ganizl'd tlw work. alld was ill
ronYC'llit'nt fo!' thl' rcgular patrolls of th(' Fair. bolh 
visitors Hnd l'xhibitors, and those \\'ho wisllt'd ollly 
to atll'lItl and Sl'e the exhihits. ~\ l'esollltioll was 
ofi'l'l'l'll h~" O. \\T. IIard.' that the Fait' he I(watl'd ,It 
onp pla('(' for six: t'at'S. ~\ft er ('ol1sillenltioll of thi' 
proposit iOll, lIlt' BoaI'll pt'titiouetl tilt' ll'gi,;lature for 
authorily In Jnt'alp it pCl'malll'lltly 1'01' a periotl of 
not l(','s than fi\"e nor more than t('n ),('<11'::;, "'hieh 
authoril,\' was grante(1. 

Thp fail' of Ion5 was Ill'hl at Niol1x FalIs. 
wit h oul:' 1110(11'1'(1 I(' 1'11c('ess, the r('('eipts HO'g'l'('gat_ 
ing l1!'arly :t;n.ono. Xl'gotiatiolls Wt'l'e I Ii('11 ojl('lll'd 
with that ('it;\' to 10('atl' it Ihere foJ' a It'nn of ,\'1'<1I'S, hul o\nllg to ,",ollie lIIiSlll1(l!'l'stalldiug with the eitizl'n·' l"OI11lllittf'c. the eontract 
'va' not dosl'd. Lall'!' tlll' Fail' ''''IS IOl'aled at Yauklon fill' lIilll' : I'H!'s. n," tIll' terll1s of tlil' (·(llltl'ad. th(, ~tatt' Boai'll was ~I'anted the 
use of the g'1'o11l11ls amI huihliJlg's of I lit' Yallkloll Fair .\ssoeiation. TIlt' BOHrd 0\\'11l',1 110 I'!'al ('statt'. amI untIe!' tilt' pl'al'til"l' hitherto 
prevailing', had !lot ft'lt '\"alTlIlltetl ill t'qllippillt( it;wlf wilh H(lt-quall' ofJi,'!' panlphl'l'llalia 011 an'ouut of the (>X]lt'IIS(, of moving long 
di tan('('S a l111uall~' or bienniall.,'. TIH' Ya Il kt Oil l'Ollt ral'l 011 ,"ia I t'd I his difflt·ulty in a llH'aSUI'C. hut t h(' g-l'oun(ls a I1tl fat·il ities, though 
most l'rt'ditahlt' to Ihe Ill"\' t'ollllt." and full," ('qual to tIlt' d('mantls of n l'Ollllt~' \'xhihilioll. ,,'rre inatll'qllate fol' a State Fair. The lo
cation, too, at the ('xt1'Cllle etlg" . HIl(1 almosl in n ('tHll('], of tit" SIal,'. \\'as 1'(,1110tC it'olll a laJ't((' porI ion of the ('ontl'ihuting srl'lion and 
"'as in('OIlWllipllt of <I("·t'I'S. \Yhil p thl' Iwltillg of th,' "pt'I'attdllllatittg' fail''' at Ollt' spot for a long terlll of Yl',U'S \\'as a 'tep in the 
right llin'dion, 1'I'su1ls han' shown that its chil'f "<litH' was 111 tI('1II0llstl'atin!.!; Ihe lw('{'ssity of that prim\' re(lllisitt' of SUl'l"CSS, a per
manent lo('a lioll a I a ('('llt 1'111 point. Oil iIs ,,\\'ll !.!:I'OlllHls. "Iiit' h ('oltitl hI' t'llla rgptl awl iIll provp(l fl'01 ,iml' to I inl!' in pat'(> with the 
demanlls oj' a gl'O\\'illg state. 

oIll' of til{' lIol'se Bm'us 



~inl' snc('I'8I:;iv(' Fairs were hrltl at Yankton, managrd "'ith eare, c1iligenec awl marke(l ahility, alway' of high grade in respect 
to the exhibits, but ,"ith only indifferent finanrial SUI·tCSS, t11(' 1'I'eeipt varying from ~hl-.(j2;3.34 in 1900 to ~8,75].M in 1904, the high 
point for the nine yl'al' peliod, being $146.17 lcss than the receipts of the last fair held in Sioux Falls. in 1895. The nine year period 
was begun auspi(·iousl~' uU!ler the presillc'll!'~" of lIon. Frank 'Y. Byrne of Faulkton, ,"ith :'11. II. Kelley till sPl'ving aH Recl'ptan'· J. E. 
Platt of ('lark ( 'ollllt~·. 'IVa plect ('(1 Treasurer. and has filled that important position accepta hly, aml ,,,ith mnl'ked ahility, con
tinuously for fifteen :\'('<11";' This is the longc'st term cyer H'l'Yed hy an officer of the Fair Board. 

In 1 ~!l8 'Y. R. IIarriH sueceelled ::'.11'. Byrne a President. awl 'Y. B. Dean "as eleded S('eretary. In 1901 th(' lIon. John Arm
strong, sim'p tlc('('n::w(l, slH'l'l'eded JUl'. Harris in the presitlenl'Y. :.\11'. C. C. ::'.Ioulton suceeedell IIII'. ~\rmstrong in 1902, and II. S. Fletcher 
was elpcted in 1~)O;3, 'Y. B. Dean. till sl'rving as Secretary. Dl\l'illg all these years e~qwri('nee had been educating the people of the 
state, and L'slJl'cially the memlwrs of the Board hnving actin' man<lg'ement of thr Fair, hoth to its important bearing on the Llevclopment 
of 1111' s1 ate's resourl'es and to the imperative ne
cessity of a permanent 10 cnlion, on its o,,'n grounds 
at some central 1 oint con velliently accessible. At 
the annllal meeting of the Board in January, 1903, 
John II. King and II. S. F1et('her iY re appointed 
a committee to confer "'itll the manag('ment of 
the C. & N. W. Railw()~' ('0. ,,-itll a "ie,," to secUl'
ing the grounds then u..;ed by the ('('ntral South Da
kota Fair Association dnd l)('long-ing to the Railway 
Company. Tb(' company agreed to deed tbe Board 
eighty-five aCl'es within the corporate limits of 
Huron, containing the track and buildings of 

began at once the org-an One of the Cattle Barns ization of the State Fair 
upon a permanent hasis. 

Beyond an annual appropria tion or $:i,OOO.OO towal'lls the payment of premiums and annual expenses, the legislature of 190;) 
was the first to recognize the Stntc Pair with a liberality proportiClnate to the vast interests promoted by it. 

This is not due to a lack of appl'el'iation on the part of pl'pceding legi latures nor a parsimonious spirit, but rather to the im
proved conditions and the development or the state; to the largely IllCl'ea 'ed population, the larger areas brought under cultivation, the 
growth and rccognized importanee of the stock growing industry and the 'widespread movement among farmers to breed up their stock. 
The time had corne for the infant state to throw off it swaddling (·lothe.. and take its rightful pIa 'f' among the commonwealths of the 
nation, and it did it. The If'gi lattue of 1905 authorized the pel'lu~nent location of the Fair at Huron, and appropriated $15,000.00 for 
the improvement of the ground.. Thl. wa. followed b~' an appropriation of $2,000 for 1907, $15.000 for 1908, and $18,000 for 1900. 
The effect of p1'opl'1' recognition hy the state and the resultant ul'tion of the Board not only on tht' financial success of the Fair, but 

the Central Fair Associa tion. With this informa
tion in hand, the Board 
thority to acquire and 

sought and obt ained au
hold its own grounds, and 
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hand. 
A showing and an 

legislature of 1907, "1hith 
priation of $35,000, $2. 
year, $15,000 for 1908, 

The Board began at 

apP('<ll w('re math, to the 
respolltll'u with an appro
(lOO to he used during the 
fl1ll1 $18.000 for 1909. 
ow'(' the ('J'cl'l ion of the 

I. 
upon the industrial development oj' the state, will be apparent in the succeeding pages of its history. \,ith authority of law and means 
at its command, the Board instantly began to perfect its work. 

The buildings and improvements of the South Dakota Central Fair Association ,,' ere purchased for $1,015, the dpeds were se
cured to the grounds and improvements, and for the first time in its histor~' the South Dakota State BoaI'd of Agriculture became a real 
estate owner living in a home of its own. :i\1easures were at onee taken to sceure new huillling.. The grand taml of the Yankton Fair 
.Association was purehased and removed to IInron. During the first year, before the legi~lati\'(' appropriation hl'l'mile ayailahle, more 
than $:3,000 was expended for improvements. The sucee" of the Fair of H106 " 'a an ampl!' -vindication of the pnlil'Y of liberality. The 
receipts rose to $15,978..17 anll it became ('ll'arly ap
parent that it was impos ~ihll' to halllll' the in
creased exhibits, the busi 1I1'SS fOl'('ing itSt'lf upon it, 
or the crowds in attend HTH·I'. with thl' facilities at 

buildings most impera ti\'ely llet'(lell, and pre s
Some of the Hog Pens

ed the work with suell Yi~OJ' tha t hl'fol'l' the 
opening of the Fail' in 1!1()7, thl' W'\\" agrieultural 
hall, horse barn ' , sheep and s"inl' ilarns, anLl the 
new po u 1try buildiuu' SH~EP ,,'l'J'l' rl'lItl~r for O('Cllpancy 
and the gram1 slam1 ex: t('lllll'd Olll' 111l11dl'Pc! f{'et. 
During the following year SEEP a lIu111<'1' I'a t tl(> harn and 
two more swine barn "'('n' built. Durina' this 
year Beadle County set an I'xillllJlII' wl'll worth fol
lowing, and " 'hich, doubt It ·s,;. will Ill' fnll{)\\,l'd in 
time. by o111('r eounties of Some of the Sheep Pens th' ..,tall'. ill t!tl' I'rl'l'tion 
oj' a commodious and pIe gallt huilding' at 11 ('ost of 
$4,500. This building gi,'es ampler spac' than ean be gran1L'd in the agrieultural hall for the tli pI<l;\" of a sl'parate ('oullly exhibit. Its 
spacious verandas afford a gathering place for neighborly reullions of the p<>ople of the cOllnty. while lhey. and the oiJsl'rvt\ lion payilion 
on the roof, attract the general public to the exhibit of that county. 

The Deere & Webber Company also erceted a eommodiou,; cOIlI'rl'te huilding'. I'sl1l'('ial1~' Ill' 'ignec1 fOl' the display of their lines 
of farm implemen1s and machinerr. The large increase in thl' numlli'l' of ent1'ip8 oj' tatth' am1 swine necessitlltl'(l morl' ruolJl and one 
additional cattle barn and two more swine harns were built before tb(' opPlling of the Fair of JUOB. An office huilding fill' tIll' use of 
the President and Secretary "as also eredell Oll the grounds. 



During the follow ing year, 1909, the hyo 

late t and finest buildings on the gl'ounds were fin

ished and occupicd. Two gene I' 0 U s appropriations 

of $8,000 cach wer!' grant eel by the legislature, one 

for a woman '8 huilding and th(' other for a tock 

pavilion. 
The new woman's hlliltliog compa,ted and 

occupied fur the first time last year. 1909, is a 

model'll cemcnt stl'llt'tUl'e. 48x O. two stories in 

height and -with ,p,tl'iou. verandas. It is the most 

ornate building on the grounds and is well 

worthy of a pillee in any modern exposition park. 

Its use as a phH'e fol' so rial gathl'rings of ladies 

attending the Fail' aud for lllllsit:al and literary 

fumtions lImiug' the Fair 
its populHrity. 

Th(' l'oultt'r Building-,Just the night SiLl' 
has a ll'l'ncly d Clllonstl'a ted 

Ther!' is also ,1 mag-niti"I'nt 1Il11l1ng l'xhihit :-;jlO\\'illg' ~PI'('illl(,US of 1'\'1']'." pl'lldul'1 of tlil' lllllllUg 8(>I·tioo of til(> state. gold, sil
ver. and tin ore.. 11l1c:-.. mil'a. ('OfI I. hnilditJ~ stolle. lllilrl.l" Hlld gnillite. It ",as l'ollpdpol <11)(1 HI'ntUg,'Ll at gl'pat lahor alltl expcnse. ~\.t 
the close of thL' Fail' it was pun'lwse,l h~' llit' Bo,lI'll for *~.l(l(J. Hlld ,,-ill h,'l'f'aftl'l' Ill' on ,·xhil.ition ('HI')' ~'l'al'. ,,,jtlt su('ll lilltlitions as the 
development of tll(> st;I(P'S impol'tant Jllinill~ iutel't·sl:-; foihall 1)(' nldt, to make to it. 

The rlfeets of pl'rmanelJ<'Y of )(It'atiull. 1)I:'ttl'1' fal'ilili('s Hlltl g'1'lH'IOllfoi ,;upport h,\" the }pgislatul'c. wc],p quiddy apparent. ']'he re
ceipts of t hI' Fail' rosl' from $15,978'-+7 ill 19tH) to $22.:l!12.!J:i i 11 HUll. ill<' l'O'clS('d to *2G.O-:l-fl.70 in 1D08 all(l again to $43.217.27 in ] 009, a 
net inel'easr of ll('al'ly lhree hundred p"!' ('(·n( 'in thrl'c ~'(',ll'S_ Whil\' thil'; gratifying l'olHlitioll ",a:-;, in a lal'gt' measure. tIlt' l'(,RU11 of the 
change of policy. i( cantlot hI' ,,·ltoll,\- attribute'li to that (·HUSl'. ~\ lwrioll of UlllHll'all p ll'<1 uational pl'o~perit~·. simul
taneou "'ith a I·yd!' of propi( iouR st'aSOll~. lw~ sl illl nIH t(',l lJ01!J. immigl'CI t iOll and d!'vl'lop1l1ent. Thr population of 
the state, the contrihut01'R to the exhibits. and th(' ROll!'('I:':; hom "'hiI'll tIll" patronag!' lllust 1l\' drawn. had incl'eased from 250.000 ac
cording to the territo]'iHleensus of ]t-.U to 4;')3.000 fo]' thl:' s(alt' ill Hi!!;). III lSt-:1. the Yl'Hr of lhe first Fair. the aRsPssl'd valuation of all 
the pl'opel'ty in the t"I'ritol'Y "'\VII. $%.-:l-9n.:i-!9.:i0. "hill' ill 100G thl' assn;. I'll Y<llnation of th .. :-.tatp of Routh Dakota ,,'as $129,216.887.00. 

In lS8:i tll' 111111l1H l' of bOl'ses ill Ihe tl'l'l'itol'Y ,,'as 1(j!).7i--!), of ('Httl" -:1-10.07]. sheep 1:W.%6, s,,-ine 15:3.671. ,,,hile the auditor's re
port for HI(J6 sho,,'s 4!14.680 hol'S('s. 1,221,702 eattle, 481.226 Shl'l'p. and :r,:3.-±(lO IH'Htl of S\\;1\(', a (ll'I'I'l'<1Rf' of 29,760 from ] 903. 

A eOlllpat'isnn iu detail of the .. ll(ril's fot' I'xhihitioll in lhe y;trions tl('parlml'nts of th,' F,1il' of 1 "Sfi ,,,ith those of 1909 ,,"ould I,e 

of great iulnes1. hut nnfoJ'tunat('I~' tlL£' l'(,(·or<ls of I'llll'i<'s ,,'Pl'(' not p]','s('),Yl'd. TIll' ]'1'L'Ol't!S of the ~e('l'\taIT's offi('r afford no data for 
such a "OltlPHl'is(lll 1',11'111,'1' lH1<'k than l!)l)(i. B\,!'ll Illis (,Olll]1Hl'is()ll is ('x"PI,tliugly iut(']'('slillg'. H1Hl il'> YClluahlf' in sllo-willg the woncl<'rful 
agricultural pl'n~l'I';;S made h:' tlll' sl'l!!'. ilS ]'('li",·tell ill lIlt' <l1l1ln<11 ,'xhihilioll~. dUl'ing tl1f' short perio<.l of four ~·ears. 

I 
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OOl\IPARATH'E STATEl\mNT OF ENTRIES 
1906 

Total Speed Entries .................... , ...... . 39 

Horses : 

Stallions ................... ... ... . , ... ... . 2-l 
Brood .:\[ares .............................. . 8 

By Breed they were divided as follows: 

Percherons ........................... . 24 

Clydesdales .. , .. ...... , .................. . -l 

Belgians ....... , ..................... , .... . 

English Shires .......................... . 

Coachers ...... , .............. , .. ,....... . ~ 


Grade Horses ............................. . 

Shetland Ponies ............ , .............. . 6 

JaekR ................................... . 2 

Standard Bred .. ............ ............ .. 13 

Driving .................................. " 

Saddle ........ , ............ , ............. . 


TotalCattle: 
Short horns 
Herefords 
Gallowa>'s 
Red Polls 

Horses .......................... . 51 


. . ................ , ... ,.".. .. 4n 

................. ... ... . ..... . 15 

............... ................ . 10 

.......................... , , ... . 17 


Polled Durham ... , .. , ....... ,.,....... . 15 

Holsteins ...................... ,........ .. 

Jerseys ................... ,.,.. . .. ,.... ., 6 

Auerrleen Angus ........ , ............ , ..... . 8 


Total ('a ttle ....... , ..... , .. ,.... ...... 120

Sheep: 


Shropshires .. ,.................. . ........ . 24 

Cotswolds ................ .. . ... , ........ . 

Oxford Downs ,............. . ............. . 

Hampshires ." ........ " ....... , ... " ..... . 1 

HoI'D Dorsets ............ . ....... , ........ . 6 

Angora Goals .... . ......... , ....... '.' 13 


Swine: Total Sheep ... , .... ,....... . H 


Herds ......... ' , . . . . ... . . . . .. . ... , 18 

Poland China ............. .... .. ... . ... . 38 

Durocs ...... , ......... ' ....... "... . .... . 22 

Chester Whites .. "............. . ......... . 12 

Yorkshires , ............................... . 9 

Berkshire .................... ,., .......... , 


Total Swine ... .., .............. , .... , .... . 81 
Exhibits in the Apiary Department .. , . , , ...... , ... , 3 
Exbibits in Dairy Del)artment ................. ,.' 
Exhibits in Horticultural Department ......... . .. 209 
Exhibits in Poultry Department ........ , ........ ,. 242 
County Exhibits ................... ,..... . .... . 2 
Individual Agricultural Exhibits .......... . ...... . 162 
Domestic Science, Cookery. Preserving Art. Needle and 

Fanc~ Work and Art ....................... . 800 


1909 
183 

llS 
35 

101 
10 
43 
29 
37 

9 
1 
G 

2!J 
:n 

-I 

2911 

7-l 
2 .. 

,,~ 

~ I 

27 
2() 

1 
40 

276 

51 
10 
20 

1 

13 

9;; 

,,9 
92 
71 
33 

1 
1, 

215 
54 
4!) 

356 
1,000 

13 
253 

1.227 

FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE FAIR FROl\11891 TO 1909 

IS94 $S.899.71 1903 . , 7,!~35.1ij 

189 G 6,237.7;) 1904 8.751.[; ·1 
1 97 6.547.97 1905 1~,263.00 

18(1 5 527.25 1906 1::;.97'.47 
1 99 6,109.25 1907 :!~.39~.95 

]900 4,623.34 190 ~6,n46.7!l 

]!l 01 ;;, -18.:;0 1909 43.~17.4'j' 

19u2 7.309.7;; 

A PAYlXG IN''ESn1ENT 

For its in\'E~stment of $60,000 the state owns now impro\l'd real 
eslate worth $105,900, as follows: 


Grounds, 8::; acres within Huron city limits ... . 

One horse barn. 72xl-l4, ('apacity lOS stalls .... ", .. 

Three cattle barns, 7 ::!x141, capacity 41 6 bead .. 

Two sheep barns. ~ 6x9 G. capaci ty -l8 pens ... , ......... . 

Six swine barns. 2Gx9G, capacity 124 pens ..... . 

Foul' speed bams, 3 2x] -1-1. capacIty 100 box stalls .. 

Two speed barns. 2·1x911. capacity 50 box stalls ..... . 

TracIe, Judges' Stand, Superintendent Speed Building .. ,. 

Grand Stand, seatiug cal1arity 6.000 ,...... . ....... . 

Agricullul'al Hall, 160xl G. huilt in form o( cross with large 


dome in center ...... , ..... ' .......• 
Horticultural Hall, 1 Hx 1 .J, l ......... , .. . 
"Toman's Building, .J".x, 0, two stories .... . 
Poultry Building. -I. x!lli 
Dair), Building, 26,'96 . 
Office Building ... . .. 
Two Artesian Wells .,. 
Plumbing ....... ,.. .... ,....... . ....... , .... , .. 
Closets. etc. 
One Combination Stock Pal ilion, 120x120. 7z l:ilalll:i, seats 

1.500 people .............................. . 
One custodian's residence and barn .... .,. '" .. 
Oue Creche ......... . .......... . ......... ,...... " 
Otber imj)l'uYements, fenC'illg. grading, wiring, planting 

trees. lawns. etc. . ...................... , .. 


• 20.0uO.OO 
4,:100.00 

l:!.nOO.OIl 
1,1ulI.1I0 
~ .~OO.OO 

4,OOIl.no 

-lOl1. 
3.;;oll.Otl 

8,000.00 

!i.I.iU.OO 

-l,ooO.OO 
, .:10/).00 

2.:1:10.00 

l.~~O.OI1 

':;00.00 
1,:100.1)0 

2.<;00.00 
2:.0.110 

6.00U.OO 
1.3;;0.00 

1 ;Jil.on 

1 1,IIOO,IlO 

$10r..!11lIl,OlJ 
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fair Has Vindicated Itself 

WIlE South Dakota State Fair has vindicated its
J right to existence. From the humulest begin

ning, before the state of which it is a part was 
l'rl~ateLl, it has grown, in a quarter of a celltury to pro
portions which challenge the at1miration of the en
tire northwest, and has, by its yirility and its useful
n(~SR attain('d to a place in the front rank of state ex
position,'. Its quick and ample rcsponse to a touch 
of fostNing care by the state fully justifies the Board, 
,,-hosl' members, being responsihle for its management,Dait'r 'tl'u('tul'e-Thi Place is Always l"illed to O,-cl'/lo\\'ing 
ha yc carefully tndied its ne<'tls, in urging upon the 

incoming ll'gi:,;l<1tnre the most pressing ,,-ants anu the importancr of holding its proud position in the van of state fairs. 
First: :\IoLlern 'allitatioll is impcratively dcmamletl both for an appr"arance creditable to the great statl' of South Dakota and 

for the prote(-tio]) of the lwalth of the llHllly thonsamls 'who yisit thl' Fail'. 1'he cheap, temporary closets amI oppn sinks, iltlopted as 
temporary "xlw<lil'nts uIlller . tn'ss of inability to provide anything hetter. are a reproach to the state alltl a 1l1l'na{'C to hl'alth. A lib
eral appropriat iOll, with the ,. emergency clause" in the act, should hr one of the fir t acts of the session. It should lIt' 'ufficient to 
provide adequate s!"Yerage for the entire grounds, connecting with til(' ample new sewer system being built h~" the ('il~" of IIuroll. 'which 
SUl'rouml" thr gronnd ·. It shOUld also provide modeI'll toilet rooms for the accommodation of the pnblie, ancl traps Inr eClrt'ying off 
all u1'fa(',' ,yalel' and kitchen and stabl' slops . 

•\]JotlH'r inclispl>llsahle 1'('([11isite to ke(~ping the State Fait· ill pace with the growth of the state is a mOtl('I'n llH1<·hinel'Y hall, 
e(luippl'd with lllo(lel'll elpl'1rie pOWl'l' plant for the exhihition and llemoll tration of the vast aggregation of impl('Il1l'nts nncl agricultur
al maehi))('ry ,yhi·h manufadurers and drall')'s are slri"in~ alr,'ady. without proprr faeilities. to show to our peopl!'. SPl1<'P an11 power 
for tlri'"illg their m<lehillPl'Y. {'onl(l Ill' l(~as('tl en'ry 
yl'<ll' to tht, Sl'orl'S or exhihitors cl('sirous uf 

hmYing- tlli'it' !,(ootis t o OUl' ]wnpll'. to l'I'llC1Y the 01'

igiual nutla.,- ill H f(>1\" yt'ar". Hnd it would aftrrwal't1s 
he a lH"l'pl'1nal sOUl'('e of l'PYCllU{' to the Fair, TIl!' 
pO'Y('l' plal1t should 1)(> snffil'il'llt. ill addition to tIl(' 
power lw('{lpd ill thp hall to (h'i'"l' the dynamos for 
lighting til!' gJ'()und~ Hnd to fUl'lIish POW('!' for an 
adl'(jualt· SyStl'lll of wa t enyork ' . 

•\ not hl'l' urgent ueed of the Fa il' is a mOtleJ'u 
teel and ('olH'!'df' grll ud stanLl for the sprrd ring. 

TIl!' preSl'llt ,,"{Iolll'll stand is 1H'llind the Hl!!~, The Part of the Quarters fOl' Racing HOJ'ses 



State Fair of ~Iinlll'Sota has a Sil'cl am1 'cment 
grand stanel t'l'l't't,'d Ht a eost of $230,OnO, for whidl 
tIl<" stilte l,'gi~latnrl' Hppropriatec1 $~OO,OOO, The 
Iowa ~hl1(' Fnil' at Ups ~[()iDt'S has <I similar strut
tur,' ('osting *2()Il,(JOO. of "'hiI'll the state IpgislalUl'e 
appropriatl'Ll iilOO.OOO from the pnlllie tl'pHSLll','" 
Til(' South Dakola Statp Fail' J30ard has lll'Yel' lll'ell 
1a"is11 in thc matt,'I' of l':spenclitul'e, uor l'xt1'a\'agaut 
01' UlIl'p<1sonahlL' in its re(lUl'sts fo!' finalll'ial assist
a1lep, It will pn's,'ut lllodE'st ('stimat('s for th,'se im
prOHllll'llts, whi('11 tll(' progTPss of (he F,lir aull its 
capa('I!." to fulfill it~ fUlll'tiou in tIll' ::itat",~ dev,>l

0Plllcut <l('llI<1l11ls, Thl' lq~islatn]'e shonl(1 ('onsid{'J' Se('I'e(m')"!> OfliCl'-\\'hl'I'C Bu...ines", is 'l'I'all..,~l('t,<l 
thpllJ ill a lilll'ral ~]lil it ,IS an in,'pstml'llt in au in~ti-
tntion ,,,hi,'11 has ,dn',Hly "Uladp gO(H!." 

The ad ('l't'nting the Territorial I30arLl of Agl'ir'llltlll'" llU[l1'Opl'iat"ll *:J,OI)() for its 1''111iplllellt and snpp"I'!. For lil't"I'11 Y"lll''> 

there "-,I. <1n Hlllll1al appropriation of $:1,000 to,,-al'(l t lip pa.nul'u( of pl'I'l1Jiul1ls <lIltI "XPP11S"s, ThE' ]I'gislatun' o[ ] !J(},l-' !)IJ7 al'l'l'Clpl'iall'd 
in tlll' aggl'l'g'iltl' *00.000 for impl'oYl'll1E'u(s, Of this amount. illYl'sl('l1 ill hpttl'l'llll'J1t::;. $..j.4.n.I~,tI!l lllls heen )'l't111'lll'tl 111 till' Fnll' ill tile 
inCl'l'ilSf.'ll l'1'('l'ipts of the t1l1'<.:e Fairs hel(1 sinl'C making 0\'(']' tllO~l' Ill' lhl> 1l10st Slll'l'l'ssi'lll I"ail' 1[(,111 pl'cyiOlIS (0 that <l"I,', It is lllHllift', t 

by this that appropriations by the state for nl'eded impl'OYl'llH'ut alltl l'ui;l1'g'l'll f,lI'ilitil's, 111'1' not gifts nOl' l1l()11t'~- sllllk. hut an l'L'ldI J' 
wise ill\'(>stlllents to bring back direct returus in addition 10 thp iUIlirl'd h('llPtits HI'l'l'uing to lhl' whole 'tal,' froUl IiiI' hlil's 

TIl<' Fair of 1010 is yet to be helt1. The opporlunity this ,'"PHI' is gl'pat IJ('~-olld that of lllanr forllll'!' '/I'\'Hsions. 1'h{' s,'(lSOll 

has bel'n gl'l1(,l'nlly unpropitious througbout the l'ountl'~-. Thl' I'I'OpS of South Dakota ,11'(' fill' a1l0\'1' tJle (I\'<'l'a~I' alld 1II'tjl'1' than Ihns" 
of an~" adjoillillg ~tate, Tht> eyes of the wboll' ('ountr~" a)'1' Uplll1 1111' statr, It is a gO(H1 li11l1' to lllnkl' a showillg, Till' ,'fror\.' of thr' 
Board bay!' beE'n, an', and will he eommensuratp with t11(' ()pportunity, !.;;Y('n'thing' has 1"'en pro\'ide<l fo)' til" gTt'lIt,'st Fail' III the 
state's history ('xI'ppl tllP exhibits and the at tendal1cP, Tlll'se t "'0 priml' l'Plluisitrs of a sLH'I'l's:-;fnl Fail' art' lli'~'olld 1 hi' I'P;1('h of the 
Boal'll. They delwnLl upon the p(>ople of the 'tate, ,Yill the pl'ople riRl' (0 the O('('(\siol1? 



EXPERIENCE OF OLD TIME COUNTY FAIRS IN SOUTH DAKOTA 

Its organic act gave the Territorial Board of Agriculture supervision of all county and district fairs. Its records disclose the 
holding of fifteen county and association fairs in the fall of 1 6, within the limits of the present state of South Dakota. Of these all 
but ix resulted in deficits ranging from $17.80 up to $1,700. 

The following table shows the fair heW, the value of the grounds and property of the associations, the amount offered in prem
iums, and the financial result of the fair: 

Value of 
• ame Property Amt. Premo Deficit 

Charles Mix 'ounty .. .................................................. .. $200.00 $301.50 $250.00 

Brown (Agricultural and Ind.) ............................................ . 1,500.00 904.85 1.000.00 

Bon Homme County ..................................................... . 2,000.00 324.25 900.00 

Hughe County ............................................................ 2,500.00 593.00 90 .00 

'pink (Union) ............................................................ 1,020.00 982.00 ........ 

Brookings County ........................................................ . 307.70 . ....... 
Bro,Yn Couuty ........................................................... . 295.25 . ....... 
Turner County ........................................................... . 3,000.00 333.00 . ....... 
Lakf' County ............................................................. . 3,500.00 427.75 1,700.00 

Grant 'ounty ............................................................ . 250.00 3 5.00 150.00 

Spink County ............................................................ . 588.50 195.00 

Fanlk Connt~· ............................................................ . 327.50 17.80 

Minnehaha County ....................................................... . 1,591.95 . ....... 
La"Tenc'c County ......................................................... . 4,000.00 1,148.50 500.00 

Clark ('ounty ............................................................ . 340.00 . ....... 
Sanhol'u County .......................................................... . 300.00 513.25 372.00 

If any ('ounty or di trid fairs ,,-ere held eluring the three remaining years of territorial existence, the re(:ords have Dot been 

prC'sC'l'Yecl. 



W, G, FAULI{NER, BUl'kemere 
Supt, Gates and Tickets 

Members of the State Fair Board 
1910 

J, W , CAMPBELL, President, Hut'on 
Supt Gl'o1lllds and Machinery 

C, .' , )ldLYAJ~J~ . Hlll'on 
Sl'Cl'l'lm'y 

The South Dakota State Fair 
HURON, SOUTH DAKOTA 

c, " ', 1)),;'\;\ E. B(' )'p<'l'ol'll 
Stlpt. Shl'('p and S" iu(' 



Superintendents of Departments 
1910 

)U{ . A. D. TIXSLEY, Sioux Falls J. FRED OLANDER, Pierre 
Supt. \Voman's Department Supt. Educational Dept. 

The South Dakota State Fair 
HURON, SOUTH DAKOTA 

HEXHY CLArS8E.', BCI'csfor<l R. A. UOHGAN, Yermillion 
lll't. Dail'Y Department Su pt. Apiary 



JOHN ::;. PYLE. HUl'on J. C. H.\l,L, Ol"(h\a~ 


Supel"illtell<1ent of CODce",,,hllls )~(lotil·jI1A :\1"'Jnhl'l' 


GO\'EHNOH H. ::;. 'ESSEY 

W~1. S('\l,Ll , 'Ut('hell 
lIpcl'intelJ<1t'llt oj' Poultry

lI. C. W.\Hi\EH. l"ol'estburg 
SupCl'intelldent of Horticulture 
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