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Preface. 

IN presenting this volume for the perusal of the 
members of the Farmers' Alhance, we do so with no 
ordinarv feelillgs as to its success. The posItive need of 
a reliable history hllos been recognized for more than five 
years by all the members of the Order. The sllole of an 
edition of nearly fivCl thousand copies of a History of 
the Alliance, prepared by W. L. Garvin in 1885, has given 
an opportunity, in printing a second edition, to 
thoroughly revise and enlarge the History commen­
surate with the growth of the Order. The authors have 
spent many years working in the interests of the agri­
cultural and laboring classes. The entire scope of the 
work IS to give a trustworthy and accurate account of 
the History of the A.lliance from its origin down to the 
present date. In doing so the authors have confined< 
themselves strictly to the written and printed records, 
and to such facts as have lOme under their own personal 
observation, or that were obta.ined from other trust­
worthy and reliable sources. The toilers are looking to­
the Order as a grand medium t.hrough which they hope 
to gain the true value of their lab" I', to explain from 

. the standpoint of the Order those principles which, 
coming to an issue at different times, have been aecided 
by the AllIance to inspire love for our Order, Olll' fellow­
man, our country, and an intelligent solicitude for its 
destiny. Experience has taught the members the value 
of certain methods of co-operation to make the princi­
ples and workings of the Order easy of remembrance, 
and to try to get them to appreciate the fact that their 
success hinges upon each other with their combined 
efforts. This work is offered to the Brotherhood ill the 
confident hope that as they study carefully tbe objects 
and workings of our beloved Order they will learn to­
prize it more highly and love it more devotedly. That 
their enthusiasm will be kindled when they learn and 
see how slowly at first, yet how gloriously the Order 
has grown. What storms, what toil, what cageI' eyes or 
friends and foes watched every movement and ontspring, 
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while farmers with brave and patriotic hearts havo 
defended it; doing so through no selfish motive, but 
understanding the wants and needs of the laboring 
classes from actual experience,. and believing that 
through the medium of the Alliance many of the wrongs 
and evils oppressing the agriculturai classes could be 
removed. An organization that has been sanctified by 
the heroism and devotion of the members who formed 
the first Alliance, and so successfully vindicated its 
teachings and purposes, can but enhst the confidence 
and love of its entire membership throughout this broad 
land. The authors have carefully examined all the 
official documents and other renorded evjdences bearing 
upon their work. No fact has been stated upon doubt­
ful authority. It wonld no doubt be exceedingly inter­
esting to the reader, and it would have been a pleasing 
task to the writers to have presented it, could the 
History of the Alliance in the several States and 
Territories have been more fully detaIled. This, for 
obvious reasons, however, could not bo done. In some 
States the Alliance has not yet been introduced, while 
in others it has been so recently established that no 
accurate data could be obtained. Our aims and objects 
have been sbaped 3S near as possible by the demands 
and wants of the members. Hence, it has not been an 
important part of our plan, as it has, of course, been 
beyond our ability, to present a work of any great 
literary merit. But such a work at the present timo is 
not needed, and it would seem that the present volume 
is necessary to prepare the way for its demand in the 
juture. How far we have succeeded in our attempt to 
collect and arrange these materials in the form of a 
History of the Alliance, may now be seen, and we shall 
regret, indeed, if, after so much Jabor, our work has 
been lD vain. W. L. GARVIN, 

S. O. DAWS. 
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ALL things which concern the origin 01' history of 
the numerous minor societies or organizations iu which 
80 many people have from time to time furmed them­
selves, with a view to bettering their mental, mora.l, or 
social condition, or for the more humane purpose of 
conferrillg ac!s of benevolence or chat'ity upon their 
more unfortunute brethren who migbt be overtaken by 
Rickness vI' misfortune, is worthy of preservation and 
careful study. 

An a.~count of thfl caU!1f'S leading to their organiza­
tion, or the hardships encountAH d hy theil' prfljectors in 
the arrangement and pro:;t "Ulinn (,f 1 hell' pri mary plans, 
of the alternating emotion!:! u[ bqpe and h'ar for the 
ultimate !'uccess or failure of their undertaki ngs, which 
actuated them as they devoted themselves with untiring 
energy to its development, cannot, we thillK, fail to 
possess a charm for li.ber,d m1Dd~, or in affording them 
in the perusal a fre1-h ann ever pleasing theme for con­
templati.on. "Mankind are created mutually dependent 
and CO'OPl\rati ve." 

The U oited States Government waf! founded upon 
the principle of Ihe equality of mutual rights among 
men. This p1'incip:e is affirmed and proc'aimed in the 
Decla1'ation of Independence, which was adopted by the 
fathers of the Republic j that to secure these rights 
governments are iLstituted, deriving their just powers 
from the conRent of the governod. 

It was the design of this government to protect the 
people in the just exercise of thei1' rights, to secure to 
every man his life, liberty, reputation, anti. property, by 
the enactment and execution of just and equitable laws. 
Governments ought not to be established for the glory 
of a few would-be kings, but for the welfare of the 
whole people, Ours was establihsed by the people and 
for the people. The people alone have the right to 
determine what,kind of a system to adopt, and when 
they are not satisfied they may, in an orderly and legal 
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manner, change it and select some other form that is 
better adapted to promote their safety and happiness. 
The true strength of the Republic is in the willingness 
of the people to render obedience to authority. The 
people are the power, and the prosperIty and safety ot 
every community depend upon their willingness to 
execute the law. Popular sentiment is the lever that 
moves the whole political machinery, and every good 
citizen is interested not only in obeying the laws him­
self. but also in compelling the obedience of others. 

In our country, with the people spread over so great 
an area, engaged in so many kinds of business, interests 
will often be found conflicting. The great variety of 
soil, climate, and situation affords infinite diversity of 
productions, which add to the wealth of the country and 
the happiness of its citizens. This diversity will create 
rivalry and opposition in tt'ade that will tend to estrange 
one portion of the people f!"om another, unle!!8 a sense 
of security and patriotic pride shall prevent it. H ence, 
the necessity for organization among the laboring class, 
especially the f:1rmerd, that . they may be better 
acquainted with their own and the wants Clf their fellow­
man. The counsel of the beloved Wa~hi",gton in his 
farewell address is worthy of perpetual remembrance. 
He urgod the people to beware of sectional strife~, and 
besought them, as they valued the principles rf liberty 
and constitutional govemment, not to consider them­
selves the cltiz 'lns of the N"orth or the South, the East 
or the West, but to unite and by sympathy. kindness, 
charity and brotherly love to secure the welf~t'e of the 
whole country. 

Why should the hrmers organize? Can any good 
reason be given for such an organization as the 
Alliance? We think reasons can be adduced which no 
one ought to question. Why did not the farmers and 
laboring classes org.mize forty or fifGY yoars ago? We 
did not hear of labor OT'ganiz'1tionA then. N eithor did 
wo hear any talk about money kings, monopolies, or railroad 
corpor:l.tions I( putting money, bonds, or stocks whtre they 
wi'l do the m?st gOO(Z "-to infl uence the action of Congress 
or State Legislatures. 'I'he farmers have been fleeced 
by somebody. They are growing poorer and poorer 
every dav. We have said befoTo that when people are 
not suited they may use all honorable means to change 
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theIr laws. Something is wrong somewhere, and the 
people have found it out. Hence, the necessity for 
<organization, and it means something. There is some­

~hing radically wrong somewhere when those who work 
/ most get least, and those who work least get most. This 

fact forces itself home to every thoughtful mind. We 
want to find out where that wrong is. Therefore, we 
must organize. The Farmers' Alliance was organized 
for the purpose of studying and investigating the 
questions having direct reference to economic legislation. 
We have no warfare to wage upon any political party. 
As an Alliance every member is left free to choose his own 
political affiliations. We labor to improve the condition 
of our members mentally, morally, socially, and finan­
cially, and not to hoist a certain clas!! of men into office 8 1 

()n the strength of membershIp fealty. Democrats are o 
Democrats still. Republicans are Republicans still, and s' 

. no questions asked. Ea.ch member votes his own sen­ V 

timents unrestrained and uninfluenced. The Alliance t4 
has among its membership men from all political parties o 
and of aU "h!.ldes of opinion, working together in the 8 1 

cause of labor. b 
We aim to educate our members upon public ques­ P 

tions affecting the welfare of the people in general, and u 
especi3.11y of the laboring classes. Most of the public a 
speakers in thIS country confine themselvet> to ideas 0 

gathered from the new!'papers, which are too often paid 
to publish articles tending to mislead the people. It is T 
our purpose as an organization to study and understand st 
certain economic principles which underlie our structure 
of government, and upon which our Tlrosperity as a In 

people and our continued existence as a Republic depend. 
We, as an organization, do not charge the political sins 
to anyone party. The Alliance is one of the grandest 
institutions the world ever produced; rising as it does 
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above the slums of party politics, it aims to elevate its 
mcmbers to a higher plane cf citizenship by a system 
of teaching in principles of political economy, in a 
stl-ictly non-partisan sense. This will enable them to 
exercise the right, preservative of all rights, that of 

ti 

suffrage, to the best interests of not only themselves, 
but the country at large. This right, we beheve we 
have testimony !'howing, the capitalists have bought and 
are controlling through the principal avenues of IDtelli­
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gence. Thus you see, farmers, when you have finished 
a ,,:eek of toil you take up your newspaper and read an 
artIcle on trade, commeroe, finance, or the productive 
interests of the country, bupposing it to have been 
written by a sincere thinker, in your interests, its tone 
and arguments uninfluenced by any expectation of 
reward, while, in fact, it has been dictated by your 
monetary enemy, whose interests are just the opposite 
from yours. By controlling the channels of information 
the capitalist holds your confidence with one hand, 
while with the other he rifles your pockets. The money 
power is not only controlli[lg the press, but the legisla­
tion of the country as woll. President Lincoln said in 
his Message to Oongress in 1861: "Tbat monarchy is 
sometimes hinted at as a possible refuge from the powel' 
of the people. In my present positiou I would be 
scarcely justified were I to omit exercising a warning 
voice against returning despotism. There is one point 
to which I ask attention-It i.s the effort to place capital 
on an equal footlDg with, if not above, labor in tho 
structure of the government. I bid the laboring l)eople 
beware of surrendering a power which they already 
possess, and which, when surrendered, will surely be 
used to close the door of advancemont to such as they, 
and fix new disabilities and burdens upon them, until all 
of liberty shall be lost." 

And again it was Raid by the editor of the New York 
Tribune, in 1873 or 1874, "That it is astonishing, yea, 
startling, the extent to which tho faith prevails in the 
money circles in New York that we ought to have a 
monarchy." The above words were uttered before Jay 
Gould owned the Tribune; before riches had hardened 
the heart of the editor and driven patriotism from his 
breast. It is an alarming confirmation of Mr. Lincoln's 
fears expressed thirt~en real's before. Surely it is well 
to guard against this threatened danger to our institu­
tions by the centralization of gl'oat wealth in the hands 
of the few. The American people as yet, comparatively 
speaking, know nothing of oppression. They have not 
visited countries where it exists, entai~ing its untold 
miseries upon the people, and being affected only by itR 
gradual approach have paid little attention to matters of 
that kind. But the period of inactivity is passing away. 
They begin to feel the effects of the legislation of the 
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country, which has permitted thIS great centralization 
of wealth. 

Dr. Aaron L. Chapin, D. D., President of Beloit 
College, in his ~xcellent work on "Political Economy," 
published in 1878, uses this language: "It must be 
acknowledged that through greater facilitv for organ­
iz;ation, through falf'e views which have gained accept­
ance ill the current usage of business, and through 
mistakan legislation in some thingR, capital has been 
1mduly favored. It has advantage and inclines to oppress 
labor. Laborers have some reason to complain and ask 
for relief. Justice and philanthropy require that every 
man wbo fears God and loves hIS fellow-man should con­
sider the rights involved and lend a helping hand to the 
wevk." All the machinorv by which despotisms are 
made is in operation in this country, and much of the 
motive power and lubl'icating oil necessary to keep the 
machinery running is furnished by the capitalists of 
jiJllI·ope. Why do we make thIS statement? .B ecause in 
1872. silver being demonetized in Pi'ance, England and 
Holland, a capital of $500,000 was raised, and Emest 
Seyd, of Lon dOll, was sent to thIS counti'y with this fund 
all the agant. of these foreign bondholders and capitalIsts 
to dfect the same ol"-jp.ct, which was accomplished. So 
you see thnt it was primarily the money power of 
J~urope that cansed the demonetization of silver in 1872. 
But it took $500,000 to d0 it. What became of this 
money? Who got it? Don't you suppose it was u ..ed 
to {( mjlue'YIce" the public preAS and also some of our dear 
C.ongres~men ? 

1\fr: Seyd was a large owner of American bonds, 
which, under the existing laws, could be paid, interest 
and principal, in "ilver. In Enl!land our silver dollar 
if'! not wnrth as much by at If'ast ten cents as onr gold 
dollar. 'Thus, you see, by destroying the monetary 
power of silver, his bondA became pa.yable in gold 
only, which added to his indtvidual w('alth at least six 
millions of dollars. 'rhe effect was the same upon all 
other bondholders. Now vou clln see why he wanted 
61lver demonetized in the United States, and also whose 
intertsts our Congressmen were looking after. 

We must, in om' organizations, study the'!e questions 
that we may und('fstand clearly what becomes of our 
labor. Lrgislation that thus increases the val ne of 
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.on 	 bonds, increases the burdens of the people to pay. It 
is to place capital above labor in the structure of the 

oit government. That was the purpose of the act demon­
~," etizing silver. It was that kind of legislation which 
be Webster declared" would destroy the liberties of any 
LD­ people." Which Lincoln warned you "would add to 
pt­ your burdens till all of liberty would be lost." Capital
goh is everywhere ol"ganized and alert to secure legltllation 
een favor1Og Rpecial plans and purposes. The so·called 
ess "lobby influence" at Washington has become proverbial.
,sk It is an organization of manutacturers and capitalists to 
liT secure l£'gislation in their special interests without any 
:m­ regard to the public weal. Large suml:! of money ar6 
;he thus used each year. We do not say that dirC'ct bribery 
tre is used, but we do say that this mon flY usually accom­
,he plishes its f:lpecific PUI·pose. The money thus expended
,he is returned from tbe pockets of tbe people increased a 
of hundredfold. Can anyone say that the burdens thus 
in impoRed are required by the public welfare? 

nd There is no branch of capital that is not thoroughly 
est organizpd or perfecting arrangements for . organization. 
nd Envelop mar:.ufacturt'rtl rf'cently effected sucb orgalliza­
sts tioo, and immediately advanced price", nearly IGO per 
So cent. Nineteen of the large publil-'bing housrs which 
of furnish the f'cbool books for our children have banc ed 

72. together ard will Dot attempt to di~place each oth61"1'1 
his bookl'1 now in actual Uflt', nor under any circumstances 
led reduce prices. We 1hus pay twenty cents for u First 
~ar Reader thnt could be sold at a profit fur six ('entR. But 

why enum' rate. It is enough to say thn.t combiration 
ds, and orgao' x8.1ion exist" oV€'I'ywh£'re, save amr)Dg the 
est llgricul1 ural cllJ!lse". Why should not filrmers organize 
lar for self-protcC'1irln, when all other vocations are com­
old biDing? If all kinds of manufacturers uDite to limit 
try competition and get bctter prices for their products, 
old why fihould farmerd remain passive and sutfdr them­
six sl:liv.-s to be vic:tims of schemel-! ann comuinations whose 
all lines of act10n converge on them? If the combination 
ted system of doiog bU9jne~8 lS to be worked f(>r all it is 
ose worth, why should not the cJasfl that produces st'ven­

tenthR of the wealth of the world have its share of the 
)ns profi ts? The idea seems to have obtained 10 the mindH / 
)ur of thOUf~ands of farmers that every man's hand is against 
of them. That all vther classes in their organizations have 
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combined for the sole purpose of oppressing them. 
That they have for years been 1 he special target for every 
man to shoot at; and, hence, there is a kind of war 
-spirit pervading their entire being. They feel that legisla­
tion, both State and National, have been directly agllinst 
them, and that they alone, of all the clas~es, have been 
most shamefully neglected by the law-making powers of 
our land. N ow, that there IS a great deal of truth in this 
we do not question. We all know that laws have been 
enacted favoring the merchant, the banker, the money 
lender, the lawyer, the manufacturer, aud tho great 
-<;orporatioDs. 'l'here is no doubt that our legislation, 
both State and National, has t(lO often favored these 
classes. What has been the primary cause that brought 
this about? These classes have not organized for the 
sole purpose of oppressing the agricultural classes, but 
for the purpose of bettering their own condition. They 
have obeyed the injunction, "Ask and ye shall receive." 
They have gone in well-organized bodies before the law­
making power of our country and demanded fluch 
legislation as would subserve their interests. The law­
makers of OU1' land have not gone to these c0rporations 
and asked," What do you want? What laws do you 
wish enacted?" On the contrary, these classes have 
organized, counseled am(mg themselves, and determined 
what they wanted, and then have gone into the halls of 
onr JJegislatures in well-organized" lobbies" and there 
demanded such legislation as they desired. Have 
farmers been organized all these years and demanding 
just and equitable laws? No answer is needed to that 
question. Who, then, are really to blame for these 
things? The farming and laboring classes themselves 
to a ' great extent. They have shamefully slept upon 
their rights. They have, until quite rececily, been 
entlrely unorganized and content to let the world wag 
on as it would. To-day the work of organiz~tion it! 
progl'essing rapidly. In the very near future the 
National Farmers' Alliance and Co-operative Union will 
have spread itself over the entire" Cotton Belt" of the 
South and many other States fartber North. The 
Grange has planted ltR bannerR in nearly every Statc 
and Territory in the Union. The Farmers' Allianco of 
the Northwest is a large and influential body and rapidly 
growing in numerical strength. The U mon of Louisiana, 
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the Wheel of Arkansas and Kentucky, and the Relief of 
Mississippi al'e rallying their forces, and it is only a 
q uelltion of time when all theso great agricultural organ­
izations will merge into one grand farmers' organization 
which will give us the prestige, power, and wisdom 
that will enable us to lay our hands upon the helm of 
the Ship of State, and steer her clear of the breakers 
amid these threatening storms of Anarchism, Com­
lDunism, and combinat.ion bossilllm. These grand agri­
cultural organizations are destined to move onward and 
upward until the mists that have hitherto enveloped the 
farmer shall have passed away. 

A large number of the community are, or should be, 
deeply interested in the teachings and principles of the 
Alliance. If it shall succeed only partially in bettering­
the condition of its members financially, mentally, or in 
the discharge of their dutIes to themselves, their fam­
ilies, and the State, as citizens of one common country, 
that success can be recorded in its favor. The principle' 
of plll'e morality requires that, instead of slighting the 
ignorant, defrauding the POOl', and persecuting the weak, 
we shall give aid and comfort to those who need our 
care. We believe that the true happiness and real use­
fulness of each individual, and of every community,

I 
depend largely upon the application of the principles­1 
of tile Farmerli' Allian ce. f 

',Till' gloolll~' night i~ breaking, 
E ' t:u now tl, e sUllbeam' rest, 

'With a faint yl't chpery raUi[lll ('f>, 
On the hilltops or the we~t. 

"The 1I1i t..; 1\"P ,;lowly ri sing . 
I.'rom \'alll'Y lIJJd frolll plmn, 

A 1IU a ~pirit i~ Ilwaking 
That ne'er will slePp agnin . 

" And ve lllnv bpftr. who liRten , 
Til e. -pi, it'~ ptinillg ~ong, 

'1'ha' ~ur;.,"'·' like tho ()(:ea' i 
\Vith it.. ",II"illl h:l~~ :ll'lll~." 

f 
r 
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THE name, Farmers' Alliance, originated in 1875, in 
Lampasas county, Texas. It seems that the first settlers 
were troubled a great deal about the land on which they 
had settled, and also had trouble to keep what little 
stock they had. The wealthy cattle kings did not desire 
the settlement of the country, and would frequently 
drive off the farmers' cattle or other stock. Is it reason­
able that the settlers should remain idle and see the 
effects of their hard-earned labor taken from them with­
out a struggle ? No. They were necessarily compelled 
to unite and consult with each other relative to their 
interests, which resulted in an organization for self­
proteCtion, known at that tIme as the Farmers' 
Alliance. The Alliance, as thus organized, grew until 
in 1878 it had spread over Lampasas a.nd three or foul' 
adjoining counties, when a few deslgning men that year 
conver ted it into a political party, which virtually 
destroyed that organization in its infancy. Within a 
year not a single one of these Alliances remain(>d. 

In the year 1879, W. T. Baggett, a member of the 
old Alliance, from Coryell county, moved to Parker 
county, and settled at or near Poolville. He brought 
with him one of the old constitutions and organized the 
fi rst Alliance at Poolville, Parker county, Texa!:!, July 
29, 1879. 

Among the early members of this first Alliance were 
J. N. Montgomery, John W. Sullivan, 1. T. Reevc8, Jeff. 
Womack, George W. McKibbinl:1, and others. Tholle 
hardy frontiersmen banded themselves together as a 
band of brothers, and worked and toile-d together for 
the interest of themselves, their families and the coulltry 
in which they lived. Who were those sturdy frontiers­
men? Little did they dream of the valuable service 
they were about to render their country, l1.nd of the 
many households that have been made to rE-joice, who 
perhaps, prior to this time, could not derive any pleasur~ 

"from their hard lahor. Such men should be remembered 
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for ages to come. -Much good was accomplished by that 
noble little band, and others lIaw that they had done 
good, and would continue to do good, if all would lend 
a helping hand. 

For ages past efforts have been made by the farmers 
to establish and perpetuate an agricultural society, by 
themllelves, for the purpOl~e of correetlDg the Avils from 
which they, as a class, have been suffering; and, strange 
to say, most of their efforts have failed. Realizing the 
needs of the farming classes, and profiting by the ex­
perience of the past, the first Alli&nce was founded by 
men of integrity, men of justice and right, men who 
believe in the principles of democracy (the democratic 
principle of equal rights to all men), men who went to 
work organizing the Alliance, fully cognizant of the 
evils that awaited them in their efforts. They knew full 
well the prej udice that existed lD the minds of the 
ignorant against all such class orgsnization, but they 
had COUl'age for the requirement of the hour. Judging 
from the declaration of purposes, to be found in the 
Constitution, they must have been men of courage, a 
combination of moral and physical qualities, noblest of 
characters, men of pure conscience, clear and intelligent 
minds, men who would dat'e to do right. Nothing is 
mOle distressing to an honorbbla mind than the idea of 
utter and hopeless dependence. Consequently, these 
men conceived the plan to lift them above the machina­
tions of capitalists, who were striving to place them in 
a state of dependence, to avoid which, they organized 
the Alliance. n the first organization at Poolville, by 
a decisive vote, all party politicl\l features were struck 
out from the original Lampasas declaration of principles, 
uniting the Order firmly in a non-partll,1an brotherhood, 
guided by one noble object, namely: The general good 
of the producing masses. The declaration of purposes 
is now the same as it was when fit'st adopted, but we 
have added to it the second and seventh articles Truly 
and faithfully did these early members work, meeting 
with adverse winds, arising from Ignorance and prejudice 
against a farmers' organization; yet they were not dis­
couraged, but worked on, prompted mainly by patriotic 
motives, striving for the achievement of the objects of 
the order, the motto of whlch is: "In things essential, 
unity, and in all things charity." 
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Parker and adjoining ('ounties were largely Bettled 
by enterprising tarme1'll from the North and .East. 
These men watched earnestly the progress of the organ· 
ization, until they were convinced thAt it must do good, 
and intended good to their fellow-man, and that it had 
already accomplished much good and couLd accomplish 
more if they would join in the good-begun work. which 
they did, and thus was the Alliance formE>d, and from 
that day to the present it has retalDed the name, Farmers' 
Alliance. A second Alliance was soon formed at Central, 
Parker county, and a third in Jack <;oonty; Texas. 
Your humble servants joined No. 13, Friendship 
Alliance, in Wise county, in 1880, as charter members, 
and from that time to the present have been working in 
the interest of the Order and will continue to do so. 

The first meeting of the Slate Alliance was held at 
Central, Parker cO':1nty, Texas. It WIIS composed of 
delegates from the twelve Sub-Alliances. Several meet­
ings wero held during the year 1879, the primary object 
of whICh was to prepare and perfect a new Constitu­
tion and Ritual. This work was not fully completed 
until the latter part of the ensuing year. When the 
Alliance was fi rst formed or organized at Poolville, of' 
course but little interest was manifested by the people 
in the sut'l'ounding country. 'fhey did not reali7.9 tho 
importance of the movement, thev had no faith in these 
new orders. But there is nothing uew in the pl'inciples 
upon which the Alliance is founded. They are aR old af! 
time itself, aud have been handed down from genel'ation 
to genel'ation in overy age of the wOlld. 1 

"(;reut God, we ihn-nk'I'II!'!' for thiR home, 
This bOllnu'olls blrth-I:ItHI of t Ite free, 

Wh~r-\ wand ret·, fnllll ufar lllay corne, 
And brealhe the air or liu('riy. 

"Hlill may her flower;; nntrulllmell'd ~p1"ing,
Her harvests wnvt', her eiries ri se , 

A/H] yet till 't'illlf' ,hnll fold hi, win!!, 
Remuin eAl'ilt'~ In\ (·Iil':-t p:tr:uli,,·. " 

o 
Men of every age, philosophers, and all ancient and a 

modern writers ha~e striven to impress upon the human It 

race the noble sentlm~nts that are pictured in the above v: 
lines, the" bounteous birth-land of' the ft·ee." 'I'heyare 81 
now adopting this plan of uniting themselves into 11 tf 
band of' patriots to accompliph this and to make a home 
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'tor the free. The pt'inciples of this Order should be. 
implanted in every honest heart. 

. 1. To labor fur the education of tho agricultural 
classes, in the science of economical government in a. 
strictly non-partisan spirit. ' 

2. To indorse the motto, c: In things essential unity.
and. in all thing4, charity." - ',. 

3. 'fo develop a butter state, mentally, morally
socially, and financially. ' 

4. 'fo create a better understanding for sustaininO' 
civil officers in maintaining law and order. t> 

5. To constantly strive to secure entire harmony and 
good will among all mankind and brotherly lovc among
ourRelves. 

6. To suppress personal, local, sectional and national 
prt'j udic8s; all unhealthful rivalry and all selfish 
ambition. 

7. Tho brightest jewels which it garners aro the 
tears of widows amI orpbans, and its Imporative com­
mands are to visit the homes where lacerated hearts an' 
bleeding; to assuage the suff\)l'iogs of a bl'other 01' a 
sig(er; bury the dead; capc for the widows and educate 
the orpbans; to exercise charity towards o/renders; t. 
construe words and deeds in tboil' most fttvorablo Hght, 
gt'aTltioci hon/!sty of purpose :md gool intentions til 
other:,,; and to }Jrotect the pl'ine;ipks of the Alliunco 
noto death. Its laws :J.re re:t~on and equity, its canlinal 
doctril)es inspiro purity of tbougbt and lifL', and its 
intentions are "peace on c!1.rtb aod good will tow:ml" 
men." 

They arc the fvundali.,n of all honest goveroment, 
and without them such governmont ('annot exis r. Tbt.: 
foundation pnnciplc.:l of the Farmers' Alliallf"e are pro­
tection and belf-pl·esorva:.iDn, and tbese l)J'ind pIes :1.1 e a" 
old aq- tho l'ac:e of m:l.l1. They have in all tho age,; of 
tho past been f03tereu and carried out by e,OIT ol'gan­
ization in the history of thJ wodJ, both sec",et anll 
otberwiilo. Indeed, these prioClples seem to beinhoront 
amollg all the nations of the world , both anc;ent and 
modern. In plimitivo time"! the banding togethel' of 
variou!! tribes or ftlmilie~, 01' th<J close tribal rel:l.'.ion­
ship, wall merely for protection from enemies, und afl 
the various tribes or societies increased in numL r,. 
nations were formed al:!d bws \vere cnar;(eu for :, If~ 

.) 
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government and protection of interests against evil­
doers. The various religious denominations are banded 
together with this view, and one of the'objects stated is 
for mutual protection and benefit to each other, by doing 
good to each other and to prevent injury if possible. 
Then let UR use every means III our power to advance 
thQ causa and to promote the interests of this noble 
work, fully assure"! that time will bring its reward and 
future generations will glory in the noble work of the 
present. They will look back down the vista of time 
and their hearts will be filled with the deepest gratitude 
when they see the sacrifices we, the present generation, 
have made, the obstacles we have tried to overcome, to 
promote their future welfar<.', and cause human opinion 
to justly appreciate the principles tor whiCh we have 

.( 

(

striven. it took no prophetic eye to discern tho fact 
~ 

~hat the Alliance would be a power in the land. A few 
years ago its member:!! coul d be numbered on the fingers E 

tof one hand. Now we numbel' htl.ndt·eds oftbousands. Is 
not this an encouraging fact? And from one poor little c
.Alliance it has gl'own to tho n;;;!l,'n ds, and from Poolville c
It has spread far and wid<" nnti l now it reaches from t.he 
Atlantic to the Pacific and from the Lakes on the North 

·s 
II 

to the Gulf on the South. As a proof of the expanding .1: 
and growing condition of the Alliance, let us call your 
attention to the great diff"rpnce in tho Alliance of seven 

e 
,"v 

years ago and of to-day. Then it met to hold its State tl
meetings at a country school-house with perhaps fi,e or d 
ten delegates from surrounding Alliance!'. Now It holds w
its meetings in t.he cities and numbers its delegates by ir
the hundreds. Then they consnrc.cd only frcm one-half T 
1.0 one day in trt.IDf'actiI1 g their bl1sine~p. Now by clo.e tt 
and laborious npplication, holding b0th day and night St 
sessions, they may finish in Gne week. Thus we see it .gl
is rapIdly growing aDd ~preadiDg, nn d has been of hi 
almost inestimnble value 10 the llgricultural clal'scE', and 111 
they are b('ginning 10 recognize its merits and are as 
flocking to It, Tb<,y begin t.o realize the advanteges of in 
co-operati()il, and, while other professions and :1,oeations el 
meet in then' boards of exchange, the laboring classes fo 
have the Alliance and olh(1' lodges in which t.hey ran an 
meet and discuss plans that may be of mutual bencfit ,~ 

t l) all-not only to those of the present rgc-bct .g 
measures that will redour:d to t.he prosperity and happi- 'tH 

http:consnrc.cd
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ness of all future ages. It has been said. "Oh, the 
farmers can do nothing; the issue is between' capital and 
~abor, and do they hope to accomplish anything?" We 
:answer, the issue is not against capital, but the central­
ization of capital to such an extent as to create a 
monopoly. We do not ohj ect to capitalm tho country, 
but say God-apeed to any and aU undertaKings that will 
promote the happiness of mankind. Capital should be 
and was intended to be a blessing, and it is only the 
abuses it receivtls that make it otherwise. For many 
long years we farmers hn.ve felt the need of such an 
or~aniZltion as the Alliance, which would devise, con­
sider and furmulate plans to advance the interests of Our 
--class, and if possible enable us to obtai n botter prices for 
our produce, and in many other ways by unity of action, 
which alono can come through organization, giv.e us 
education, thereby bettering the condition generally of 
tho producing cJ~sses_ 

The Farmers' Alliance is not, as some imagine, a 
combination arrayed in anbgonism to other trades 01' 

classes of citizens. It is, howevel', a combination for 
self-protection, to nourish and stimulato those cardinal 
instincts tnat underlie the principles of human justice. 
'The truo spirit of our ordor only emulates the sentiment 
exproRsed in the Golden Rule, " Do unto others as you 
would have others do unto you "-a hU'Jlan rule. In 
the progress of our grand civilization, with the general 
diffusion of knowledge, man's power to do right ha,q beon 
wonderfully enlarged, but with all this widoly diffused 
intelligenc:nve find him but little m0dified or advanc:ld. 
The purity of OUI' nature does nut find pl'e-eminenc3 in 
the prt'sent ag-e; we often find our usefulness and 
superiority bounded still by passions that arc the out­
growth of ignorance or seHishnoss. With all our 
boasted development of an advanced intelligence, we 
ha.ve yet a. morbid condition In society, which, if it is not 
liS vicious, is as odious as any tha.t characterized our raco 
in the past. ThiS necef'sa.l'ily produces discordant 
elementf', which work much harm to society. It com-s 
forth in many forms and arrays faction llgainst faction 
and neighbor against neighbor, without any just cause. 
We find in the juurney of life that envy and malice. 
growing out of bigotry, ignorance and pr<>judice, are 
'the CllU'3es which produce claE'S tlislinction, whero ther~ 
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should be peace nnd good will among men. The 
creators of the Alliance could not see any cause 101' this 
class prej Ildice, henco we read in the declaration of the 
first principles of the Farmers' Alliance that it IS the 
duty of its members "to constnntly strive to secure 
entire harmony and good will among all mankind." 
Wo are one people in every sense of the word­
Americans-and the various iDstitution~, wiLh all the 
pubHc enterprise of our commo1' country, should not be 
tlU fl":lred to become impaired by any spasmodic or mad­
dened folly. Society is made up of farmerf', laborers, 
teacher!>, doctor.', lawyers, preachers and merchants~ 
and it requires all of theRe t o form tbat great compact 
of human intelligence. E a(;h t rade is necessary for th e 
general good, and we are all necessarily important 
facto rs in our g rand American nalionalily, mutually 
dependen t u pon each other fo r t he protection of li fe~ 
libt,rly and pl'operty. These are the viewR that we nnd 
ta:..ght in the first principles of our noble Order. 

\ r (, l'l:ad, agaiD, it is the duty of members "tf) 
8ul'lJl'c:!s per.:;o~uJ, local, sectional and n:J.tional pnj­
udiecs, 11; I all selfish ambition, with :.It unhealthful 
rivalry."] The man who delights in dis('ord, and works 
to kinrllo and fan class jJl"ejudice int(l a flame of rassion, 
Or sLirs ttP sectional feelings, i~ an enemy to socieLy and 
a curse .to all laboling 01" class org m;z ltinns. Impure 
motives lIctnuto ~n(;b Ul~n; pe!"ll:lpoJ g.' ell for u political 
office i" the ircantive to action. Hlt·h men are tile 
farmers' and laborers' worst fpe. Tbough they may 
ehiD} to be the :"armers' fl'ielHJ, they work irjlU'Y to om· 
callS'" becauao they lcavc the world to think CIll' noble 
Order is founded in selfishnc:ss and bigotry; bceans!;', 
ignOl'ant of lhe great and eanlillal prtnc:pl"s expresseu 
by those farmers who organized the firat Sub-Alliance. 
They were men who, p~rcbance, had battled with the 
common enemy of the laboring mdlions, "oppression." 
They were men of staid integl"ity, of iilr reaching 
intellect, and conld see the dark cloud of monopolv 
hovering over them like the geniUS of destruction, react)· 
to swoop down upon t hom without a moment's warning, 
Knowing t hit', they r esolved to make all elfJrt to cheek 
that tide of oppr ession whi<:h was slowly hut 5ureh' 
gathellng round about to bill(J t hem firm ly within it;\. 
gl'a"p of crgaoizcd greed urOl1 one h :llJd nnd organir.e •.1. 
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socialism and anarchism upon the other, which al'e 
endangering our American institutions, both political 
and religious; thereforE', they saw the necessity for 
speedy action, When the fil'stmeeting was held, do you 
suppose they anticipated such a general uprising', such 
a great interest as is now manifested? No, But to-day 
we look forward to the time wben the whole United 
States will be joined together in tb.is mighty work, and 
haye become a power beforo which monopoly will 
tremblo and die. 

While the Al!iance dOP6 not wa~e war on any profes­
F.ion, it docR claim tho enactment of eq1litable l<tws, both 
State and National, to the enil that all cla<ses of our 
people may efljoy tbat eqnal and exact j ustico guaran­
teed in our StaLe :Lnd Federal ConstltutioDs; aDd pledgeR 
itself to me all honorable means withiu tho power of 
an intelligont citizenship to secure the repeal of all laws 
tending to f~Lvor the few at the expenso of the many. 
Through a ~y3tem of class legi:slation we have piled 
wenlth mountain high in tbe handR of tho few, while 
the croators have gt'Own poorer'. We are now in tho 
doorway of a great fllture, and we a'3 f'Lrmers must meet 
it with organization alld education, The Alliance will 
fill the need better than any olh('1' organizltion on earth, 
from the fact that it bos a clearly defi ned policy based 
on hunJ:lll jUqtlC<.', extending good will to all mankind, 
and organized in favor of law and order, peace and good 
governm(lnt, which must be upheld, or, jf not, OUl' future 
~t,) a republIc is written plaioly in the history of tho past. 
The men who organi;.:ed tho Alliance were fully if not 
more than abl'ea.&t of the time., und put forth their 
dl:\)Its in devising and perfecting one of the most in­
genic us lind eft'ective organizltions fot' tho benefit and 
plotection of the flrmeril' inter·ests. Great success has 
attended all their Efforts towa.rd o];ganizing and upbuild­
iug the Order, and to ::iuch an extent have they sueceeded 
tbat tbo F<tl'mers' Allia.nce is to·day tbe most popular 
and prosperous organization io tbe nation, and has in­
delibly impressed itself upon every phase of society. 
Tho organization has been maintained to tbe present 
time, as originally founded, a strictly non-partisan, non­
POlitic-al society. To-day it ranks as the most powerJul 
non-polilical institution in the agricultural community, 
hence it has steadily gained in public favor, !l.Dd beeu 
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- --_.- ---------­
able to meet and overcome all the pnjudice that has 
ever been raised against it, and with a less expense for 
management than any other organization in existence. 
Indeed, it is doubtful if in all the history of organized 
societies any other can show a more rapid development 
in all the elements of Rtrength and greatness than our 
beloved Order. The Alliance has advanced until it h:H 
become almost the wonder of the age, and in the history 
of the farmers never hefore was seen such wonderful up· 
rising and peacri'ul organization in a fratenal brother­
hood. Our Order, in all of the past, has never known 
any angry contest, sectional strife, division into partie!', 
or W'al'ringfactionl'l. Love for union in the entire broth­
erhood has existed from the beginning and has been 
deeply cherIshed, as is shown from the fact that political 
strife has never as yet been permilte·\ to enter om' 
ranks. All our as~ociations and tradItions have he~n 
free from all discord, aud this lm ;on and peace havo 
given our Order power and influence to cOI,fer its 
benefits upen the entire agricultural rommnoity. The 
founrler~ of the first Alliance were building better than 
they knew. 

"H·IDOI' t) thom to wholl1 honor is t1ne. • 
Honor find thunhs allll pl'ai-e fur ali lhat they h:lYC ll(lne." 
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IP- IN 1881, after the Alliance had begun to excite consid­

;r­ erable comment).nd was generally discussed throughout
vn Parker and the adjoining counties, it was unfortuna.t.; 
~E=,. enough to attl'llct the attention of some parties ill 
,h­ Parker county who sought to sow dissension among its. 
en members anfl make the Alliance an object of ridicuk 
3al Their object in so d0ing is too well known to admit ot 
U1' discussion here, Suffice it to say, it wag throup:h motives 
PoD of revenge for fancied slights or insult!', which had no 
ve foundation whatever, in f,\ct.
its The Alliance, scorning to notice such triviul thmgs,
'he went forward. As thiti failed to check its pro~reE'E', 
:m 	 anotber mode was adopted to bring the Allian<:e into 

disrepute, All kinds of petty crimes and unworthy 
motives were attributed to the membel'!', and immigrants 
v,ere advised t ·) not stop in the countles of Parker, ~1 ise 
and Jack, as they wel'e iofl.)ste1 with thievefl, robber:! 
and even murdcren. The Allillnce was basely slandered, 
and for a time it seemed as though public opinion 
(moulded by a foW HUH whose motive was to bury it 
beyond all hope of resurrection) would turn and over­
whelm the Order yut in i:s infJ.licy, But it was other­
wise decreed. The Alliance fully, a:;sured of the j nstice 
Af its cau<;(', and having llothiob to gain by concealment, 
eamo boldly Jorwul'd and invited a strict and impartial 
investigati0n of principles and pUl'po'es. The meetil g 
r:onvenen. at the cou "t-holl!'c in Weatherford, P:ll'lrer 
(:()Ilnty, Texas, July 7, 1881, at 2:-15 p, :'II, pursm~nt to 
the following <:all : 

PUflLIC j)IEETI~G, 

,( The undel'signed members of tho Farmers' .AliiuDf'e 
desi 1'e a meeting of the bus] nes:! mon of Weatherfvrd 
and cit:zens of the tOWIl gonually, at the court-house, 
in this city, at 2 o'clock P. M, lo-day, in order to full,v 
investigate the charge!! of lawlessness and other ou~-. 
rages that have been made against the Order. Wo deny­

http:comment).nd
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"the assertIons that have been made by the Weatherford 
'Times, charging our Order with improper motives, and 
~s citizens we ask the co-operation of all good people in 
-lcL public investigation of this matter. We respectfully 
ask thc attendance at this meeting of the Sheriff, Cour..ty 
Attorney and other officera of Parker couoty." 

1he call was signed by B. G. GillIland, J. N. Fraziel', 
O. G. Petc.>rson, C. M. Wilcox, T. B. Gilliland, J. W. 
Caldwell, W. L. Garvin, K. A. Patterson, T. C. Enbey , 
W. T. Culwell, T. N. Niblett. E. J. A. Ensey, J. H. 
Dover, Andrew Dunlap, S. O. Daws. 

The meetlDg was called to order by B. G. Gilliland, 
who nominated W. L. Garvin for chairman. There were 
fi ffy-seven members of the Alliance present and about 
two hundred of tbe leading citizens of Weatherford and 
Parker county. Delegates from every Alliance were 
there j tho greatE'st interest was manifested, for on that 
meeting depended everything. Tho honor and integrity 
of the Allianoll were imperiled, and men came from far 
and near to see the termination of the struggle. 

Andrew Dunlap, one of the mem bel'S of toe Alliance, 
was requested to slate the obj ects of the m~eting. He 
Faid he was unused to public "peakmg, but that he had 
left his farm and come from bis home to considpr the 
real status of the institution to whieh he belonged. He 
said he was a membel" of the Farmers' Alliance, and 
that he j oined it feom a very different motive than that 
which the public might believe, were they to judge fi'om 
1he paragraphs and editorial columns of the Weatherford 
Times. He knew of no Jawlel'sness 01' mob-Jaw pro­
cecdivgs indulged in by the members of the Alliance, fiS 

had been charged by that paper. He thought himself 
familiar with the institution and he defied anyone to 
point out a siDp;Je act in violation of law or order recog­
nized 1ll any shape or form hy any Sub-Alliance ever 
organized or ou behalfof the Grand State Allianco. We 
have come here to· day to meet WIth the citizens of our 
county to investigate the charges made against us as 
members of the .A Wance and !IS citizens by Mr. Smythe, 
editor of the Weatherford Times. 'fhe chairman, Mr. 
GarVin, then announced that tho objects of the meeting 
being stated, the first busineEs in order would be the 
)'ead ing of the pnblished reports concerninCT the Farmers' 
,A1Ii:mpe, which was done. We regret to ~ay that these 
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reports have been lost; the filos of the Times were con­
su~ed shortly afte~ by fire, and we are unable to gIve 
copies of these artICles, but the reader can judge their 
import from the proceeding" of the meeting as hero 
given and reported at that time by the press, 

Tho cbairman fit this timo declarod that motions and 
resolutions were in order. 

HI'other C. M. Wilcox-It scems that the ohi ects of' 
the Farmers' Alliance aro not properly understood; 
therefore, tbat tuey may bo bettor understood by 
tho public, I submit the foliowing resolution: 

"Resol'ced, That WE-, the officers and represontative 
members of the F:u'merR' Alliance, do o.llcge that the 
statements made in the Weatherford Times of Juno 25, 
1881, with regard to the Farmers' Alliance, are fal~e 
and untrue. Wo do mosL emphatically deny that tho 
Alliance as a body recognizi.ls mob law or anything elsl) 
that is not in strict accordance with the law ,~ of OU1' 

State, from which we :\s a body hold a legal charte", 
and that the Ol'der of the Farmer;;' Alliance has over 
sanctioned or authorized any individual 01' body of in­
dividuals to violato the bws of tho State a.t any time 01' 

at any plac<" and ifthe editor of the Time~, or any other 
person, will apprise the ~'al'mers' Allianeo of tbe fact 
that any individual member has been guilty of any 
violation of the law,; of the land w~ will pledge our­
selves to the expulsion of all or aLY such members from 
our Order." 

The above resolution bad been unanimously passed 
by the Graud State Alliance and was a.dopted by the 
mass-meeting. 

D 1'. O. G, Peterson then submitted fur the considera· 
tion of the meeting tho followlD~: 

"lVhereas, The edItor of' tho Weatherford Times has 
made repeated attacks upon tbe Farmers' Alliance, as a 
body, through the columns of his paper, and Rent to tho 
world the false impl'esRion that a I'eign of torror exists 
in the counties of Parker, lVise, and Joel,', on account of' 
mob law carried out by tho said Farmers' Allianoo. 
We, the members of tho Alliance and citizens of Parkor 
county, Texas, in mass-meeting assembled at tbo court­
bouse, in the city of WE-atherfold, do most emphaticallv 
dony that any such stato of affairs, 3S named and 
.charged by said editor, exists, and we do bereby chal­
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lenge said editor to produee the proof of the statements 
ma:lo by him through the columns of his paper." 

The Chairman-You havo heal'd the resolution, and 
you have all read the newspap::n' publication of the 
charge::! against the farmerd and tho gOOd name of 
youl' c )untry. Those chargos are false and are t.)O 
stl'oog for this.or f-Iny other c)mmunity to beiieve-that 
wo al'<l a sct of lawless m')u, or the farmers of thiS or 
any other sectIOn of our country have turned themselves 
a(Tainst the laws of the land, We deny the charges ill 
the name of the Alliance, or that our country is guilty 
of such conduct., and demand of tho editor of the 
Weatherfurd Times to point out the guilty person or 
persons or fumish the proof, otherwise we will charge 
him with slandering OUl' Oloer and the community in 
which he Iives. 

1111'. Dunlap-1ft" Chairman, it seems to me that the 
resolution is not understood, anti I ask that it be read 
again, that everybody may fu'ly under"tand the whole 
rmbject, ond I call upon every gentleman here, or any 
one pres:lOt feeling sufliciont inlel'est in the sul->ject, to 
talk !l.bout it and ventilate the whole matter, even to 
the editor of the Times; we call upon him now to make 
good his false charges. 

Jutj~e RichardR cnme to the front and gave the editor 
of thc Timcs a thorough threshing for stirring up all 
this strif<l by dandering tho Alliance because it was It 
farmer,;' ordor; he said it was composed of the best 
mon of the c,)untry, and all tbis was to satillfy the 
dlabolieul passiom of tho editor of the Times, 

('nr'le BensnD Gilliland said he was a member of the 
]~armers' Alliance. lie landed in this .~ounty twenty 
years ogo or upwards .; that hc did DOt want to make a 
speech, but necessity compelled it when his brotherhood 
was being slandtlnd by a little nose-rag of a newspaper 
published in the town of Weatherford by onc Harry 
Smythe. lie had lived in Jack county, and l'<'joiced 
that hiS residence wa., on the farm in Parker C)unly, 
and that be belonged to this farmers' or!!aniz!l.tion; 
that he joined tbe Order in good failh to improve him­
ReU and the condition of his ft-ieads who were his 
neighbOl'ing farmere. He believed the Order productive 
(.f good and its re"uits beneficial to the farming interests. 
lIe recited the various purposes of the Alliance; that it 
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was organized in favor of law and order, and the 
charges made by the editor of tho TimeR were false, 
without n.ny foundation, untrue, and the editor knew it. 
He further said the Alli~nee was not out begging friend­
ship 01' asking tmything for the farmers but tha.t which 
was just, a.nd was not seeking anythlDg but that which 
was right. • . 

llfr. S. O. Daws said be would like to hear f1'om some 
gentlema.n from Weatherford, henco he ca.lled upon 
that tal'lDted and faithful friend of his c 1untry, the 
Hon. S. W. T. Lanham (at present a momberofCongress) . 
Loua cries were made for the distinguished counsellor, 
who arose amid much appl:.use. lie was excl'edingly 
humorous in bis remarkfl, a.nd spoke encouragingly of 
tbe Farmers' Alli:mce and itR principles j also of the 
wicked and cruel atta.ck of the Weatherf'H'd Times upon 
the Oi'der, :md that the organization did Dot make any 
encroachments upon the pi'erogatives of the public 
officir.ls. 

Mr. S. O. Daws was called fvr, and followed in a 
ncat and pertinent speech, refeniog e!;pecially to the 
aims and bopes of the brotherhood. lIe d(' fundeJ thfl 
Alliance against tl;1e assaults of its cnemieR in its pur­
poses. He hoped it would redound to the glory and 
honor of this whole countt·y, through the moral, social, 
and intellectual improvement of tbe farmer:::. As a elas!', 
he said, tb(·y had very limited opporlunity for mental 
culture, for mutual good, in their disorganized c0Nlition, 
but through the Alliance ho hopod thq would bo 
brought tog",1her, hwo libraries established, a.nti ample 
protection afforded. lIe elosed by asking the WeathOl'­
ford Times to })Oint out the time or place 01.' the pl'lnciple 
of the Fvrmel's' All ianco tbat was wrong. 

Lewi~ Wood, Esq, an attOl"nEH ·at-Iaw, !'poke in fasor 
of passing tl)e resolution offered by D 1'. Pderson. 

Colonel J. X. H'lney maLlo un npPJ()pria.te talk , ufter 
which, upon motion, tho resolntion passed by a rising 
VL to, n.nd the mC:lLing arljourned. 

It is suffic;cnt to state tbn.t the pl'imal'Y cause of all 
this misl'epresentation nnd Ehl.nderolls alta'.k llpon the 
p:inciples alld teachings of thp. Alliance was from the 
if.Ct that the Wcalherforti TimeR, jnintly with the 
Wt:a.J:Jerford Herald, had "ought to be recognized as 
tbe offidal journn.l of the Allianoe, that it might sccme 
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# 	 the' patronage of the members I1nd the printing of the 
Ordor. The Order saw fit to iodorse the Herald instead 
of the TImes. Thus the j<'armers' Allianco gained the 
enmity and ill-will of the Times. From that time until 
lhis indignation meeting the editor of the Times utled 
the columns of his paper to attack tho Order upon every 
occnsion arrd try to destroy its influence for good; nnd 
it wa., said that ho remarke,l, nfter f~liling to gel his 
paper indorsed, that he "would buy a new press and 
burst tbe d-- thing in SIX months." 

After a close investigation of tbe Alliance and iill 
purposes, its opposers WC1'O compelll'd to admit the fact 
tbat they wero wrong, a'ld tue rdpulati ')Q tbey h:t.d 
given the Alliance was entirely undeserved. 1'he Alli­
ance came furth from tho contest !.IS a victor. It had 
beAn tried" as by fire," and it stood the test most filith­
iU lly and came through tile ordeal unsC!Lthcd. 

The oppositi ')n tho Al)iance received exerted rather 
a benefiCIal effect than othorwise. It brought it into 
general notice, and the thinking cluss cannot fail to sec 
that it is merit alono that has caused the Allianco to 
come so rapidly into favol' with the lahoring claSS(;: 
Thinking men cannot but bo flVo~·:1bl.y impr05sed witl 
the stand it take~ in all matter!:! pertaining to the good 
of the masse fl. Persecution tries tho qualities of meu 
find human institutions. It brings out their good or 
bad qun.litio,. So it proved in thi!:! case. Probably the 
Allianco would have l'emained comparatively;.mknown 
-had it,not been noticed in that I igbt. Eu t human natura 
is naturally constituted Witt: a good 'shal"e of curio~ity, 
and anything that excites tbat curiosity will bo exam­

. i ned into. It was so hore, and had tho opposite e1rect 
intended by its accu~ers, and the result was a victory 
gained, a forward impetus given the. Alliance, and to-day 
no one can say aught against ,it. Tho AliiaIJce is n­
spected, its oPjocts appreciated, and men arc uS'ing every 
eff()rt to advallce tho caus{', which. WG be>lieve to havtJ 
been banded down to us from a time so lon'g ag" thl1.t 
the mind fails to comprehend the chasm· tbat lies be­
tween that time and 'the ])resent. A short time ago wo 
·did not thoroughly understand the Alliance. Perhaps 
those who tried to pull it down wero in that condition, 
for it has ever been, that which we did not understand 
.at a first glaI!ce, Our opmions were formed, whether 
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fuvorable 01' otherwiso, and in this case an unaccount­
ablo prejudice was formed, the result of II. hasty
.i lldgment through ignol'anco of its mel its, and as 1:!00ll 

:1.':1 the mind comprehended the iil.ct that the intention 
was to do good, all the opposition ceased, except from It . 

fow, who aro hardly comvetent to ju.dge of the meritl:! 
01' demel'its of anything. 

A n intelligent prosentation of the early hardship:i 
8unounding the Alliance can hardly bo given in tile­
brief space allotted to this chaptor. One of lhe earliest 
felt wants of the Allianco was an official organ of com. 
munication among the members. 1'0-dIl.Y we have the­
Southern Mercury and hundl'eds of othet' papers that 
lLre defending our principles and advocating our 
mcaSUl'es, 'ltV 0 do not seo ho~ we could dispont!e with. 
OUI' pl'OS~lIt Allian c;) papel's. If they are so necessary 
now, wiLh OUI' principles and policies well defined, what 
must havo been their need when the Allianco was just 

. lleginning iL:i stl'uggle f0r pOjltlal'ity among the agr1cul­
tllt'lll cla~s()s. Thel'() id no , a prominent jom'nal nQW 
tbaL can Ray aught ng:lin'l l nfl, so well undcrstood arc 
OUI' oh.iects and pm'poses, rhen we had the opposilion 
ot' tho entil'o press, ut a ( ne also when the bborillg' 
c'a~ses tbom~cl\'es did 110. know what wo wero trying 
10 !(cc)}nplillh, Without U'1Y experience as }lubli(~ 
f'1'('nker!' , tho f0undC'l'R oi' tho Alhance wero (olJ1pel\eLi 
t) defend its prio(;iplo:l :t ,J advoc:l[e its policies. 'fho 
ab·olieo of all ofii<.;iul o)'g~n to exphin in ndvlloce ils 
)ll'inniplcs a:,u toa(;hings made'tbo labol' of thrso men 
doubly urduous. A~ain, as is tho c:Jse in Lbe carl,\ 
It istOl y of aIL SUdl organi zll.tion~, thore ,nI8' l'(~al 
neea of money to meel curront exponses. .\!:! yet " 
lIletLfl~ h~td b.een t!c\'iscd to create a fund I( cnable llll: 
Order to put a pcrmaol'nt lecturer in the tieU. A few 
local ol'g'~lJi;r,~l's W,'I'O COIl.missiourd aod arrangements 
we ,: made to pay .them one dollar fur onch Suu-Allu'llce 
instilute<l by them, It was not an uncommon OCCU1'­

l'tHl(:C fin' ono of tbe-e organizers to labor three or four 
day:; in the establi~btn'~nt of ti. bin~le Sub-Allinnee j and 
tHe "tunc loegth of timo Fpent in explaIning the ol'jects 
of thc ()I't!cr to t.ho farmer.3 of 11 community sometimes 
n.l.·ulll-d i.n a failure to ()rganiy.~. 

\.'1 am\l.~ing in(;id~nl, ~howing the lack 0(' busines,; 
' CYj l'ric nec, ilHppellcd ill n few months aftcr the AllianeO' 
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was first or~anized. A committee waR nppointed and 
sent to Weatherford, Taxa!!, to have pl'intl'd one thou­
sand copies of the Constitution and By-Laws. The 
printer engaged gravely assured tho committee that it 
was worth not less than eighty dollars to print them, 
but as tbey "'el'O for the Farmers' Allianoe he would 
print them for forty dollars. The proposition was 
accepted and the work dono. The committee after­
ward learned that not to exceed fifteen dolla;s would 
have been customary rate!!. Another thing that 
operated against the Alliance waR the recont disorgan­
ization of the Grange or Patrons of Husbandry. Starting 
in 1867, it had by 1875-76 spread over nearly the entire 
Cnited States and parts of U1l.nada. At the time of the 
organization of the Alliance the Grange had passed the 
zenith of its power and was now rapidly on the decline. 
This fact was everywhere poiuted to as an evidence 
that agricultural societies were not capable of continued 
existence, and consequently could not exert any lasting 
benefit upon the communities where tbey wel;e located, 
This view is always errObeous. Sucb a society never 
exi8tcd without leaving its impre3s for good in­
delibly stamped on the sands of time. The good 
accomplished by the Grange movement was of vast im­
portance to tbe laboring people of tbis country, not 
only in modifying existing JE'gislatioD, but, wha,t was of 
more moment to them, in educating public sentiment in 
favor of co-operative protective associations. The 
Grange was thus an important f>lcior in paving the way 
tor the gt'eater movement, the Farmers' Alliallce. But 
t he moral effect of the decline of the Grange was one of 
the greatest obstacles that the Alliance had to meet and 
oycrcome in 'its early history_ 

\. great many good people also thought that tho 
Alliance was in relllitya secret political palty. The 
fact was cited that the AlliaDces in Lampasas and arljoin­
iug counties had so existed. They argued that uS we 
wele working under the" original Lampasas Deduration 
<)f Purp"scs" ina modified form, we must sooner or 
later drilt into party poli tbs. They did not stop to COl:­

sider that it was thiR ,ery fact that caused the destruc­
tion of the Lampasas Alliance. We bad profi ted by 
their experience. From the very nature of the caEe it is 
impossible for party politics to imade the sanc~uary of 
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any organization, Fecular or religious, without perverting 
the original purposes of such organization. They did 
not know at first how carefully we had guarded against 
this danger by striking out from the" original Dec'ara­
tIOn of Purposes" all reference to party polit'"cs. It took 
time and patience to remove these objections. 

Mfmy other discouraging circumstances might he 
enumerated, but we do not deem it necessary here_ No 
aspersions can now be cast on its character, and it is 
recognized as a power for good in the land. How true 
it is that there if! no excellence without great labor. 
The Alliance is a living illus1ration of that f~ct i it has 
bravely battled with public sentiment, before which so 
Thany good measures have f1l.iled to stand the test, and 
has withstood the open and covert attacks of certain 
newspapers, and the early prejudice of that class who 
should have been its most ardent supporters, viz: the 
labo:dng cla!'ses themselves. 

May kind heaven help us to be guided in the future 
as in the past, by patriotic principles i may the ])Urlty 
of our 01'de)-, and our interest in a common cause, unite 
us heart and hand t.o Fecure the love and allegiance of 
every memb(l' to the principles of our grand institution. 
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f'r will be seen that tho F armers' Allian ce, when 
first organ iy.ed, was not a chartered institution, but i t 
WUI; soon learned, m ee tiog with so m an y o bstacles 
:l1'ising from deep p r E'j udicel'!, w hi ch I' x is ted In tho minds 
of so many peopl e, againMt a fU J'men' organi7.ation, that 
they could not perpetuate aod ran y put HI'!cessfully 
tbo great and grand ohjects of tbe Ol'del' with open 
uoors to politicians and domagoguel'! , honco :1n applica­
tion' was filed with the SO(,J'claI'Y of Statl', :t!>king for a 
(·hal'tl'l'. that the Farmors' Alliao('(l mi.;lIt bp('ome a 
dl!ll'tcr~'d irstitlltio", and reeeivo that };l'OtecliOD and 
epjoy the benefits ac.:(:O!'deli to nil (,ther Chat·tel'cd in­
Rlitutioo'i. A (,harto!' wa'! gl'anlcc!, and tho PUI'LTIf'r.,' 
Allianeo took ils I'la.cc in tile lI'o)lld's hislnJ'Y :t.'! the Cin,t 
ol·gani7.:1tion that aCliv<', nj>el'lti\'o fnr:ncI's evel' fonned 
for theil' ol\'n protcctioll, boncfi', :tn.d enjoyment, ucting 
Iluder tilli fullowing oliginal Cl1:l.1'lel'; 

St(Tte (:F To'a·. Chl/rta. J. N. .1Jollt!J'Jlllery eill!. 
~T,\T~: 01' '1'1 \ \". COl xn- J;' P.U!!"";. 

Know all Mon by 'fh<'so Presents; That we, JJ. S. 
'rae-kilt, .T. II. Dov!'l' and G. M. Plumlee, citiy.lnH of the 
Slato and county ::tfl!'< Raid, and ouch othel'" as they may 
hereafter :1ssociato with them, hn\'o heretofore, to-wit: 
On tho ]~Lh day of Augn~t, 1:-l'30, formed tbernselves, 
with J_ N. lIonlgomc'T, J. C. Uilliln.nd,.I . W. Sullivan, 
fJ. G-. Oxford, Andl'ow Dunlap, J. S. Wolch, William 
'l'hompson and othol'll, into an a<:fio('iation and oJ'{!aniza. 
tion under the name of "I"anners' AI.ianco," said. 
a~sor;i:ltion being formcd for the purpose of ollcollr:,wing 
agri('ultul'e, bOl'ticulllll'l',and to RllpprC!'H personal, I;ca l, 
fcc[il)nul and national 1'l't':jll'licel', anu all llnhc::tllhy 
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rivalry and selfish ambition. The business of daid cor­
poration is to be transacted in the city of Weatherford. 
county and State aforesaid. The term of existenc) of 
this association is fixed at twenty-five years, from 
AUglltt 12, 1880_ 

(rhe Trustees to-wit: J_ H. Dnver, W. T. B~O"gett. 
and 11. S. Tackitt. residents of Parker county."'were 
duly elected for the fir.:!t year ending August 12, 1881. 

Said society has no capital stock, and the estimated 
value of the goods, chattels, lands, rights and credit 
owned by said association is fifty dollars. 

(the following persons were elected officers for twelve 
months from AuguAt 12, 1880: 

President-J. N. Montgomery. 
Vice President-W. T. Baggett. 
Secretary-J. H. Dover. 
Assistant Secretary-J. C. Gilliland. 
Lecturer-L. G. Oxford. 
A"sista'lt Lectut·e!·-A. Dunlap. 
Treasurer-J. W. Sullivan. 
Doorkeeper-J. S. 'tVelcho 
Assistant Dool'keeper-William Thompson. 
In witness whereof~ we, as citizen~ ot' the ~t'tte of 

'l'ex~\s, have on this the 6th day of October, 1880, sub­
se!'i bed 0111' names. 

[Signed] L. S. TACKITT, 
J. H. DOVER, 
G. M. PLU;\lLEE. 

TIn; SrA'rE OF 'l'Ex.lS, COGXl'Y 01' PARKER• 

.601'ol·e me, J. M. RIChu,l'd:l, Judge of the County 
Court of P~rkel' county. State of Texas, this day per­
Aon..llyappe:ired L. S. TH,ckitt, J. H. Dovel', and G. lL 
PIll. mlee, citizens of Texas, to me personally kn H'9n, 
and acknowledged that they signed the above and fore­
going instrument of writing after the contents of the 
sarno had been fully made known to them, and !hat they 
voluntarily signed the same for tho purposes and a'soci­
:tHon tberom expressed. 

1n witness whet"eof I have hereto si~ne I my na'110 
and sct my seal of office this 6th day of October, 1880. 

r8igned] 

r.;:;"1? J. M. RICHARDS,
e!;.0 County Judge, Parker County, Texas. 

3 
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ENDORSED. 

Charter of the ., Farmers' Alliance" of Parker 
county.

Filed in the Department of State, October 8, 1880. 
[Signed] T. R. BOWMAN, 

Acting Secretary of State. 

TIlE STATE OF Txx.lS, DEPARUIE)!.'T OF STATF,. 

I hereby certify that tbe fore~cing iEl So t.rue copy of 
the original charter of the "Farmers' Alliance" of 
Parker county, with the indorsement thereon now on 
file in this Department.

Witnc~s my official signature and 
~:~.................. .....* the Seal of State at the city of 

~ SEAI. OF S'l'ATE. ~ Au!'!iin, the 9th day of October,
* ...................... ,* A. D. 1880. 


T. R. BOWMAN, 

Acting Sl.cretary ot State. 

Our reader!'! 8bould bear in mind that up to tbis time 
tll Farmers' Alliance w~s local In its (·baracter, imper­
i'e(t1y organiztd, with no btel'ature or means of 
edm atin~ its memberf', and nothir'g wherewith to push 
its ol'guniz~Ltion "ave p~triotic hearts :.l,nd willing hands. 
Rence, it devoted itBelf to the 80cial conditions and 
10C3.1 questions affecting its memberf', pointing out tbe 
evils from which tbe farming cbsses were suffermg and 
wbich all acknowledged , but tbere was no remedy to be 
found for them out~id~ of a tborougl. Ol'~anization of 
the farmers. The Grange bad become disorgani.lcd, 
the farmers were scattered, dIvided in opinion, almost 
inrliffonnt to tbeir condition, tho means employed in 
vuluing their productE', and witbout any means of ex­
prcssirg or enforcing the,r viows as a <'lass_ And thus 
tho Allianco emploYLd what te('bl~ means it bad to 
cfl'ect an organization of the farmers. 

In tbis cbapter we sball only re-lHte tbe important 
1'0vements and enactments of the State Alliance of 
'l' ,xas prior to the o]'ganiz:ltion of the National Alliance. 
'It " State Alliance COllvened at Poolville, Parker county 
'lexas, Febl'uary 8, 188], in called ElesBion. The Secre~ 
tury was ordered to prepare charters for all Sub­
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Alliances, and was also authorized to affix the signature 
of the President to the same. The advisabIlity of 
selecting a newspaper thl\t would glve publication to 
matters of interE'st to the Order, in consideration of the 
united patronage of the members throughout the t::ltate, 
being under consideration, it was resolved that the 
Weatherford Herald, a live ~nd influential paper pub­
lished every Friday. at Weatherford, by Curl & Wood, 
be adopted j and to facilitate the rapid increase of its 
circulation among the members of the Order, all Secre. 
taries of Sub-Alliances 'Vere authorized to act as agents 
in their respective Alliances and solicit subscriptions to 
the Weatherforil Herald. 

The annual meeting of tho State Alhance was heJd at 
Goshen, AuguBt 9 and 10, 1881, President J. N. Mont­
gomery in the chair. At thiR meeting Cusbing·s Manual 
was adopted as the guide of parliamentary usage in the 
Allill,nce. 

Brother Peterson, who had previously been apointed 
as a 'committee of one for that purpose, offered his 
report on Burial Service, which W:iS received and 
.adopted, bewg yet used, aR ol'igill>l11y dl'afif:ld, in all the 
funeral SCI vices of the Order. The form of regalia to 
be worn by officers . and members in open Alliance-a 
white f<c:u'f worn a1.'ouud the neck-Jls presented by Dr. 
O. G. Peterson, was adopted, 

The S!ate Allianco :J~scmbkd in the co-: "-house at 
WeatherDlrd, Toxa~, on 'I uesday, l1'ebruary 'j, 1882, with 
Presid nt Amly Dunlap in tho chair, and C. M. Wilcox 
S!Jcr0lary. As the Farmers' Alliance was designed to 
be a social institution, \vhero we meet with our wives 
and dangbtol's lor the purpvse of discus~ing and bring­
ing ahout p, better understanding of those socinl principles 
which nnd'1rlic the foun<htions of society and are the 
stl'en~th of all our institutions, and to encourage the 
Pl'actice of' th)se virtues which puri(v the hearts and 
Ii vcs of men in their social capacity, hence, the 
:Farmers' Alliance, at its meeting at this time, inserted 
an ameudment in its Constitntion restricting its applica­
tions for membership to 1CMte persons only. 

Reretofore the secret work of the Alliance had con­
sisted of three dcgt·ees and three oblIgations. It was 
deemed by this body impracticable with a farmers' 
organization to make any distinction between members; 
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that the work should be so siIDplified that the humblest 
member of any and all Sub-Alliances could enter the 
meetings of any County or Stato Alliance aud partici­
pa~e in the enjoyment!! and benefits to be derived trom 
the~e meetings; therefore a committee was appointed 
to combine the three degrees and three oblIgations into 
one, placing all membenl upon an equal basis, which was 
rep )rted and adopted by this mectin!!, and thc work 
thus SImp li fi ed remains to this day, admitting any mem­
ber to tho meetings of the State or X ational Alliances. 
Thus the Farmers' Alliance became the first secret order 
havi ng no privileged classes, controllod by different 
degrees of advancement, but any of its members can 
ent('r even i ~ ::'i[atlOnal meetings and have a voice in 
theil' del ibor~tions. 

'j'l;e annual meetinp: of tile Stato Alli:mcc convened 
at M neml \V(·nfl, Pulo Pmto county. Angust 8, 1882. 
R 'O'ulnr ~tnnual bu~ine"'R was tran"acleri. An effort was
m;de at thiR meeting to combine and co-operate with 
the Stal e G range in the sales of clnton, but for some 
~ea" .. n it l1l'.,vl'd a failure. ' 

'fhi" be Ig the Yl'al' ot the Stato elcdion, the diRr-us­
f,j II (If jlllr j p lliti(3 c(vue up i 1 f'ome of tho Sub­
AlJi~n, (~. dwn tbo folJowinf' l'e~nlatio;l was n"~sl'd: 

(. fl, /r I, fpat it is cor tl', 1-;- t I th.~ Rpirit of the (jlm­
sti t '1010 UI d By-L'l\~'s of Oll r 0 'nCl' v) tak,J part in party 
poll I!'~ , :.nd we will 110t nomin:Jfc Ot' 'l IPp0!·t ;Jny man 
01' 'cL of 1JI"1l for office it!; u. distmct p. rty or political 
bod'" " 

Il('rl~t fo1'c all the officers !1nd stan/ling commiticel'l 
held tn··:l' posilio[ls nnd dif")harged their ro"pectivo 
d Itt '-\ WI hnut ~alary and P:1111 theil- own expellses to 
and 1'1' IIn'~ S" meetings. Tho duties of State :--;ecretary 
lllt-1 1I0W t1('\'f.me so gt'~at that t his body agreed to pay 
hun" w 11I11Icl1'cd doll!l1'~ pel' year. 

Thl' it ,i-tr, I!', selected GrilnbuI'~T, IIood county, TnxaQ , 

as the 1'1 c of meeting In Febrllary, 1883 lIeretofore 
lit') otl1('· and ddt'gates hnd been very prompt in at­
tending thH llle,·tiDg~_ T hey had put them~clves to uo 
little 11·onhl. nnd in;'onveniLDce to attend, Lut in this 
case thl'v dpcided tbat "sclfpreservativn 'is the iil'st 
groat law," and the meeting was deferred until August, 
15333 . Well do we remember the terrific "norther" 
th.lt w .. s blowing when the time came when we should 
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have" taken up our line ot march" for Granbury. It 
was intflnsely cold, the coldest weather of the sea~oD, 
and aiter mature deliberlitioD we decidcd that they could 
d I ve"y well with(:nt U3, a c nelusion that seemed to 
pervade the mind~ of all the memher~, and f,)r the first 
time ('II d the lust) in the history of the Alkwce there 
was no meetipg at the time app"illwo, 

Tb~ next mectirg wus :.t W( athel'ford, Tcxa". August 
7, 18R3, But bd'''lrl t: hug up the p1'o(;e '.Ii '!! (f that 
meetmg wc '1'1 ill noti('c briefly t 1e ~l',)wth (1' t (' 0, 
up to d.;!'! tiI'H'. 1, the )'lee~i"g :It Mitwral y. ll" lhe 
report ot' tho ::lce'rotary showed that th~nl were one 
hundl'l1d ami t venty .A.lliancfls. Tru(', th 'Y w 'I'U !tot !"ttl 
repre~~ntt'd, and some were Dot tl!king tbe i ,jt , .... t they 
shouid, YI-t it i'howed how rapidly thp. AILt"CO waH 
comin~ into fit,or with the laboring (,1a:;" •.,f p"opJe. 
Alreadv it had spread over tho countIe!! of' Pal'ker, V\ ,sp, 
Jack, Palo Pinto anu aood, and it Wtl~ not altogetl ,,1' 

nnknown in the counties of S ,mervell, Ta.rra.nt, Ro"que, 
and Denton, It had spread R()utb as f\l' as Rou!-lton 
county, and east j'lto Cooke, ~nd even farther, into Red 
River c· 'unt.v. ThN'e W<>l'1;l fifly-six delegates in attend­
anct' , excl1]:;ive of the (officers, that eOIlJ}JoRNl. the Grand 
Stato Alliance, which sh 'W8 very condnsively that the 
interest was rllpidlv in('l'ea~lng. There h"d been thirty­
seven p(>rsnnR njPcted as unfit for membl'rship, which 
proves that the Alliance was nflt seeking \0 swell its 
rank:'! with allY Mld every kir:d of meD, but wanted good, 
moral mf'n to enlist in h~'r c 'nse. 

At thl" WeatLerford meeting of the State A11irnce all 
111e State officers were absent exc"pt S. O. DawR, 
Lectu -1'1', and C. M. Wilcox, S<!cretn1'Y, 011y thirty 
Sub-Allianccf; Wet'c }'oprcRented. 'l:his was the least 
nnmber ot' dlO'leg:ltcs in attend!l11ce npon any of tile 
State meeting-s smce 1880. )1:my were t .' cuu,,(>s of 
the dcr-line of the Ordc!' in the last yc:n'. Tile want of 
Alliance lite1'ature, the means to employ aetlvA ]eetul'01'13 
to vi!';it, instruct and e])COUI'age the Sub-Alliances 
and Institute Dew ODes. In their cffllrts 1.0 co-operate 
iD bnying :md Helling in the past they had almost b"en 
treated w:th contempt by tmdc[';men and others, a"d 1'0 

fill' hud failed to aehie\'e pl'a(,tieul ben('fit" from their 
efi'ortR. Again, it had becn a very sickly ye:l.l' thl'ongh­
out the counties where Alliances l,ad beon formed, and 

http:Ta.rra.nt
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the year pre\'ious being a political year, a great many 
.persons rushed into the Order for the sole purpose of 
their own personal, political8.ggrandizcment; therefure, 
after the passage of the noh-political resolution ~t 
Mineral Wells, they and their personal friends lOf<t th~lr 
primary interest in the Alliance, which cau~ed the dIS­
organization of soveral Sub-Alliances dUling that ycar. 
While this temporarily checked the growth (It the 
Order, it fixed for all ime to come the true status of 
the Farmers' Alliance on party questions. 

The semi-annual meeting of the State Aliial1('o con­
vened at Chico, Wise county, Toxa!.', February 5, 188-*, 
with W. IJ Garvin President and C.!L Wilcox Secl'otary. 
Previou8 to this meeting the condition of tbo Order had 
become a source of great solicitude to the officers of the 
State Alliance and early members. Alter careful delib­
eration the President, Mr. Garvin, employed S, O. Du.ws 
as Traveling LeChner, one month prior to thi<l moeting. 
The meeting was compoRed of deleg:;ttes fl'0m fifty 
Alliances. The Travelivg Lecturer reported r;t:vt.mteen 
Sub-Alli:mcrs reorganized during tbe present month. 
This bodJ" confirmed his appointment amI eJected him to 
serve ill that capacity for the entire year. 

The "trade store system" was not giving ge"!!r!}l 
satisfaction, hen'ce, for the purpose of cn(;oura~in~ co­
operation in tJ ade, this body pussed lhe following 
r~solution : 

{(Resolved, That we encourage the formation of joint 
stock companies in sub and county Alliances for tbe pur­
u(lse ()f tmde and for the persollul bencfiL of the mem­
bers financially." 

The State Allian(>e convened in annual mef'tmg' at 
Weatherford, Parker county, 'Texas, Allgust 5, 1884. 
At this meeting there were one hundred and eighty 
delegates, and it began to look us if the farmers of 
Texas had determined to orgunize, and a general im­
provement of the condition of the Alliance was ma.Djft>~t 
to all. In their efforts to pPJ'fect a trade system for 
their mutual good, through correl.'pondence with manu­
factUl-ers, they were always referred back to their 
agents; in their communications to wholesale men for 
trado, they were continually referred by them to the 
retail merchant j and in the disposition of their cotton 
in trying to reach the manufacturer, they were met by 
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the" bulls" and" bears" in the cotton market; hence, 
this State Alliance recommended to the county and sub­
ordinate Alliances the importance of establiRhi ng cotton 
yards Of their own, for the pm'po!'e of bulkinl!: their 
cotton and selling, if pos!'lible, direct to the factories, 
ThIS was accomplished to some extent, but was stron~ly 
opposed by the cotton boycriJ and speelJ btors. In some 
I'itie'l and small towns the representatives of the Farm· 

I CI'R' Alliance could not purch:~se lots on which to l.)cate 
f c,.ttnn yards.

The State Alliance convened in the court·bouse at 
Decatur, Wise county, Texa'l, August 4, 1885, with 
President J. A. Culwell in the chair and C. M. Wilcox 
Secretary. This meetin.:; was a great surprise even to 
the members of the OI'der, who had not been keeping 
up with its progress. }lore than six hundred delegates 
were in attendance, which was the greatest body of true 

s agriculturitlts that had, up to that time, ever assembled 
in the State. The same discussions, as in the previous 
meetingR, relative to the cotton market and mercantile 
trade, were continued, as shown by the followi!1g recom­
mendations and resolution: 

[(Reso'ved, That the Grand State Alliance recommend 
to the County Alliances that the mcmbers of all Sub­
Alliances act as !I. umt In the sale of their produce, and 
to tbis end the County Alliance set apart a day' or days 

rr in whiCh to put tbeir l1roduco on the market for sale. o 
We further recommend that a committee of correSl)ond­
ence be appointed by tbe County'Alliance, who shall, if 
possible, make arrangemontR for the combined sale of 
the produce of memberR of the Alliance. We further 
recommend tbat none but members of the Alliance be 

t 

allowen in thiR com binatioD. The Secretary of thet 
Grand State Alliance to notify oach County Alliance."I. 

Adopted.
)f
Y 

t(Resolved, 'Ihat County Alliances appoint a com­
l­ mittee of three diRCl'eet member~ from each County 
,t Alliance, wh08e duty it shull bo to examine CORt billR of 

freight bills of merchants with wbom the AlliancA has11' 

made contract8 for !':l.lB of goods at specified rates pel' 
lr 
1­

,1' 

Ie 
0, 

'J< 

cent. A refusal to show such. bills by said mercbants 
shall terminate and make null and void such contracts 
with said merchants." 

Believing that the business of the Alliance could bo 



40 HISTORY OF THE ALLIANCE IN TEXAS. 

better transacted by a less number of delegates, and to 
l)l'ovide a~ainst a much larger delegation next year, the 
number of delegates was limited to three to each 
county. 

The DPxt annual meeting of the State Alliance Con­
VE'Ilt'd at Cleburne, Johnson county, Texas, August 6, 
188G. Delpgates were in attendance from eighty-four 
(;011 II tiE's Tbe management of the cotton durmg the 
112;.t ye::u', with the unity of members in the markets, 
and 'he S11'or'g OpposItIOn met, fully illustrated tbo mag­
nilulle und importance of the work they had begun. 
All of 111el'e dforts resulted beneficially to the Order 
aJld to the f~lrmers, with very few exceptionl'l, even where 
they were met with .~trong opposition. These excep­
tlOn:!l "es of opposition were a benefit and a. great 
bl e-;.ing in every way, for they brought the fsrmers face 
to f'ap() with the evils aud wrongs that stand oppoSA1 to 
the-ir int('r( Rts in markeling their produce. The E-fforts 
on the purt of' the enemies of the Alliance in Fome of 
the markptF! to break the combinations of the farmers 
ha,e dnne as much good for the Order as anyone thing. 
It taught th( ill who and where the enemies of their in­
teref'ts were and in what manner their opposition was
manifeRted. 

The Cnrnmittee on Sale and Shipment of Cotton
rc])()rted as 1011ows: 

1. Rec"gnizing that cotton is the most important 

crrr-financially consjdered-that concerns the farmers 

of thiR gr{>H1 Slate j that its valuc for last Yfar hll,ing 

bel'T> $8tl.( 00,000, llR paid by the !'piunerR, und 364,000.000 

puin to the produrerR, leaving a margin of $16,000,000, 

Over half ot which immense SUlT! was marginal profits; 

tbt tbis ypnr the rrop will not vary much from tb:..t of 

lUl't year j benc,e, if CODcel ted action is not taken by the 

prooueers of Texas, eip;ht or nine million dollars will 

~Igain be !,wallowed up as marginal profit!', over aJld 

above all fair eharges, to jiqUJdate expenses of trans­
lort '11ion, l'amrliJ'lg, weighing, inf'pecting, classifYIng, 

hrmrlling, etc. Eight or nIDe million doJlars are 10f;t 
each yetlT 10 the producers ()f Texas, principally through 
fulRc wt'ightA, detective I'lamplillg, cliqueR and cornerll, 
and ellormous charges for tranf'}1OrtatioD. Therefore 
your committee recommends, after rareful conSideration, 
that the cotton-yard system be adopted by the County 



41 HISTORY OF TIlE ALLIANCE IN TEXAS. 

Alliances as the surest and most immediate reli cf to the 
producers of t he State. 

2. It is recommended by y our committee tbat th e 
County All ian ces (either sin ~ ly or w hm'e a numbcl." of 
cOtJnties lie contiguous to an oil mIll) make the best 
terms po~sible for the sale of cotton seed, and thai each 
Oounty Allianr,e makin~ such arranp:ement shall reporL 
term" of Ruch to the Secretary of the State ~llian('e for 
tJ'allsmi~sion to all the County A lliat: e\'" of the State, if 
that ojfi('cr deem said report of RutiieieTlt impOI·taTlee. 

H. Your committee recommend th:1.t eucb County 
AllI:mce in the cotton di;;tl'ict hold a (·:JlJcd meeting fo-~' 
discm:sion and action on the cotton l.roblem as soon 
aftel'r(>('eiving notice of this recommendation fL;! po~sible. 

4. YOul' committee Bugge;;tr; that the SW.tll Secretary. 
or Corresponding State· Secretary, if ~u('h an officer 
should be ejected, shall write to the general agent of the 
pooled railroad lines in Texas as to the best ratos that 
said pooled lines will give 011 cotton shipments, and re­
port sucn answer t() each County Secret:ll'}'. Also, to 
get !It!!'1 ements concerning bet;t rates on coti'm from rail ­
road lines not in the pOOl, 10r transmi"sion to the Cc.unty 
Alliances. E. D . MACREADY, 

B. Ij'. EUIS, 
R. M. CIlA)lPION. 

Adol)ted. 
The'reeord of the year showed a rrmarlmble growth 

in membership, :l.Dd upon every side we h:1 '[ manifesta­
tions that demonstrated the faith of the farmel's in the 
stability. of tho Order; as an e'ddoI,ce of this fact we 
had only to look at the inveBtments thut were being 
marle in f'stablisbing mills, co-operative SlO]'PS and other 
In!';titutionR of our own. At this meeting the Souther n 
Mcrcury, published at Dallas, was solect;d as the official 
organ of the Mlute. and hal' sinee become the property 
of tho State Alliance :md cfficiul organ of the Kational 
Alliance. 

To "how th:1t the Fm'mers' A1Jian(~e dces not foster 
ignoraneo and· class pre.iudices we here present the 
reader with the views of the Order upon industrial 
eduration, as expressfd by tho Cleburne meeting: 

We desir e to ca ll 1he attention of this intelligent 
bOdy tU J'f'presentative men of the industrial c1uf'i'o-l of 
Texas to t he institutIOn k nown as the Agricultural and 



42 HISTORY OF THE ALLIANCE IN TEXAS. 

Mechanical College of Texas, This cone~e owes its 
foundation and al1dowment to the act of Congress ap­
"proved July 2, 1862, amended J Illy 23, 1865, and to a 
joint rosolntion of the L egiRlatul'e ot Texas, approved 
April 17, 1871, and fioal1y to a provision of tho State 
Constitution of 1876, and was organized especially for 
the education of young men who purpose to ·ollow some 
ono of the industrial pursuits, and to quali fy a nd fit 
tht)ID for th't} u'leful and practical :df.loil's of lifo. Whilo 
your committee C!l..anot bope to prJsent lll'ything new 
on the importance of education, yet as one of the pur­
poses 01 our noble Order 11'1 the mental improvement of 
the industrial cla~ses, the impl'rtanco of this subj ect 
should be ever present with us, for the development of 
the mind must go with that of material interests, if these 
cla~ses shall ever be other than" hewers of wood and 
drawers of water." No expenditure is safe unless the 
fouodation is solid, aJld as the teachers at'e the work­
men who are laying the foundation of the educational 
world, for \he sake of your children and thQ country 
that you love, see to it that the work iii well done. 

There :t'l'e two questions we present for the consid­
eration of this body: ­

1. Is there a necessity f,)r a higher and better educa­
tion for the sons and daughteril of the industrial classes 
th:m can be obtained in the common schools? 

2. Is tbe education obtained in the common schools 
of Texas alone Rufficient to enablo these clas~es to have 

' tbat influenco in the social and political affairs of our 
country which the importance of their vocation and 
citizon~hip justifies and demands ~ 

Admitting tbe fundamental iwportance of the com­
mon scbool, yet in the opinion of your committee there 
can be but one answer to these questions. Then wbat 
shall the higher education be? Shall it be such as to 
lead the young man away from the farm and all other 
industrial pursuitE', or shall it not rather be such as to 
make them better farmers,3.1 well as to inculcate In 

tbeir hearts a love for industrial pursuits, while it will 
at the same time enable them to take their proper posi­
tions as citizens and sovereigns of our State? 

Your committee believe that all will aO'ree that in­
dURtrial education should be fostered and en~oura$ed as 
"hat will tend more than anything else to the aava~ce-
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ment of the interest of our whole people. Can such an 
education be had within OUt' own State, or shall our 
bOYR be sent without its borders to secure it? 

Your committee propose showin~ the members of the 
Farmers' Allianoe that evel'Y fa.cility for ohtainirg a 
useful and high standard of education iR pract ically 
wi thin the reach of a large mnj ority of thc farID ors' and 
mechanics' sons at this moment m the State of T t' x aR. 

In 1862, when the land was convulsed with a terrific 
war, when one or more memhers of every family were 
absent on the tented field of Mar!', when evory breeze 
rame laden with the rumors or sounds of sieges and 
battles, destruction, woe and death, a far-seemg aod 
brainy man in the Senate of the U ni led Stat es I'ucceeded 
in passing a law making an appropriation of public land 
for the endowment and maintenauce of at leflst oue col­
lege in each State, where the leading objects f<hould be 
to teach such branches of learning as are related to 
agricultural and mechanical arts, in order to promote 
the liberal aDd practical education of the industrial 
classes in 'the several pursuits and professions of life, 

This man, JUt:ltin Morrill, by slow llpplication and 
ha'rd study, though surrounded by many difficulties, rose 
to his exal ted position ft'om the industrial classes, and, 
rememb-efing thi1', all of his work was to smooth the 
way and lessen the cost to all who might come after, 
desiring liberal and practical education to fit them for 
the duties of life. 

As the Agricultural and Mechanical Col1e~e of Texas 
is the culmination of the above effort, your committee 
desire to present It to the favorabl e (:onf:1ideration of the 
people of the Allianc<', as it stand!', its doors open, the 
directors and its IIble faculty inviting the parents and 
guardians of industrial classes to f:1pnd their boys that 
they may receive the benefit of the high standard of in­
dustrial education there to be obtained. 

The .Agricultural and Mechanical College, as now 
presented to you, is now carrying out the original pur­
pose and design for which it was establisbed. 

But to enable it to be still more useful, a grievous 
want should be supphed. 

The board of directors are frequently unable to 
supply improvements to further the purposes of the in-­
stitution for lack of funds. ' 
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1 he nterest alone of the endowment fund can uo 
uso ,und that only for tbe salaries of the faculty. 'Iho 
appr priations made by tbe State haye been for build­
ings, furniture, apparatm, m::lChines :1l1U too1<1 in tho 
mechanica.l depa.rtlT'ont, implement~, tool!', !lTlim:llS :l~d 
tent,ing in the a~ricultural dopartment, and for rep:llrtl 
in all department.> of the college.

Until tbe last Legislature met one cout hr,d nevor 

been appropriated for the ~;upport of til.} c ,11('~('. While 

the collego is doing all thut can l)o dOllO with the ll'oan!' 

at its di,,;poi'ml, yet, tf) n!1blo it to ,'xtl'nu the &phcl'c of 

its usofullwsfI, it requires :l. regular :mnual income, inde­

pendent of leg1blative appropri!1tiollfl, to m:nn:uin its 

pr('scnt status I and vrovirl e add itional facilities auu in­

structors as. the attendanco 1um'eaSOR. 

Tho framertl of our Constitlltion in the State saw 
this nece!'sity, and provided for it by m:tkinp: tbe 
Agricultural and Mecba.nical Cllllf'ge 3. br:wch ()f the 
University, which bas been liberally eudowed by tbo 
S a.te and noW haR :\. permanont fund inv..st<·Q in bonds 
of more thaD $600,000 and mOl'C tban 200,000 :1(,)'('S of 
land remaining unsold. By tho Constitution of the 
State this magnificent fund b(·longs in part to the 
AgricultU1'al a.nd MeChanical College as ono of the 
brancbes of the University.

As to tbe importance of' tbis branch thne C:1U be DO 

question, yl't the Legislature in providing for tbe o])on­
ing of the Univel'silY hus given to the r<'I1:"11t8 of the 
La,w, Literary and Medical brancboR tho control and 
dlRburtlement of the fund that belongs to the whole 
University.

TIll'sO regents bavo not o})proprJatC'd ~lliy pc.'rtlOn 
of tbi!'l fund to tho Agricultural and Mech:mie:..l Oollrw', 
therefore the authoritieR of the ('ollrge have been forccd 
to obtain from tbe IA'glslaturo, by ~l' ..(-:al apPloTJriation, 
the Rmull 'Portion of tbe fund whi(·b .1as bith.~rto been 
used for the benefit of the Agricliltural and ~Iechanical 
Collf'ge.

This law should be nnlended gO Ufl to make> an equita­
ble diRtribution to all tho branches of' the UnivC'TSity. 
Therefcll'e, your committee recommend the adoptIOn of 
the following: resolution: 

Reso'red, That the worthy Pre~ident of the Stato 
Alliance be directed to prep:lre, a.nd, in COI1j unction with 
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the Wortby Master of the State Grange, preseot to the 
Legislature a memorial or petition, respectfully asking 
that the law be so amended as to Ret apart a just and 
equitable portion of the available University fund to be 
(,ontrolled and disbursed by the board of directors of 
the Agricultural and Mechanical College for its develop­
ment, support and mainten:mce. 

. P. 111. SCOTT, 

J. D. WHITE, 

w. A. S~lITH, 
J. T. PAULBFoE, 

C. W. Sm1NER, 

Committee on Educ<l.tion. 
'rhe report was adopted. 
Shortlv after the (;jpbnrnc meeting President Andy 

Dunla.p, Vice President J. D. Eddleman and John H. 
IhrrisoD, Chairman of the Executive Committee of tho 
State Alliance, tendered thGir resignations, and tho 
),(,RponRibllitieR of President of' the State AllIallce thus 
fell UPOl\ the Hon. C. W. Mat. j ,who ha1 fil'I>t appemed 
as a delegate at this mectin ". 

" Two factors nt'C e~Rcnt to all great p"pular move­
mentA. The combillation ,f favorable circnmstances 
to prepare the public mind and m:\ko the times pecu­
liarly adapted fnr tho work to be done, and a great 
]c:1der-pne whn iR ubl(l 10 dil'~et. a people -ready fo1' tho 
aeenmpli~hment of a. purpoflP. Spurlcl{ of j,it'O llrc ~mll.fl 
things when permitted to fall on biockt> of ice, but ver"17 
great things when they a~'e thrown into m'lg~lzines ( t 
gunpowdllr. Only the age 1h:1t ])1'oduccd tho Ev:mgt 11(;, I 
Alliance c1uld havo giv"n to the religious wodd u 
Tnlmag<', II Moody, or a Sam Jones. These great evan­
gelists fi nd their t;trength in tho liberal religious spi I'it 
of tho people i.n the nge and llmong whom they l:1bor. 
Send them to China or India, or giv<' ba"k to nul' own 
veople the sect:1riun prpj udiees ot' the former cellt ury, 
and these gilln1s would becomt weak as pygmies. The 
~rc3.t leaders of the world nre largely the product of 
the times in which they live." 

The leadet' of to-dsy should be a full man, well 
endowed by nllture with intelligence, sensibility, and 
will; with an eye 'vido open to the world around him. 
Sueh a man os receiveR into himRelf the spirit and prin­
ciples which are struggling fur lifo and expressIOn in the 
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popular mind of the country, and thus he becomes a 
herO in givivg them utterance and application. Hon. 
C. W. Macune found the public mind prepared for the 
movement in which he has become so conRpiCllOUS a 
figure. The Rpirit of organization and reform ~mong 
"the farmers throughout the nation was preparlDg to 
:'SRert itself; it only needed a leader for the conflict. 
When the re"ponsibilities of the P.c~ sidency of the State 
Alliance of Texas fell upon him he promptly took hold 
of the work, and not only looked at the interests of the 
Order in his own State, but at once grasped the details 
of the piau for the organization of a National Alliance. 

He was just the man needed for the times. He Op!'ned 

commuDlcarion with the F:nmer:,;' Union of Louisiana. 

He commissioned the Hon. Evan Jones and sent him 

as a de1t'gate to confer with that body in Louisiana, and 

invite them to co-operate with the Alliance of Texas in 

the formation of a National Alliance. 


In the meantime he issued l1 cull for a meeting of 
the State Alliance of Texas for the purpose of electing 
a President, Vice President, and Chairman of the 
Executi'-e Committee, and to perfect plans of co-opera­
tion and eleet ilelegMes to meet with the delegates of 
tho Farmers' Ur.:ion for tho "pUl'pO~~ of organizil'f( U 

National Alliance and C('·operative Union; and on the 
17th day ()f January, 1887, the State Alliance met in 
called ses. ion in the city of Waco, C. W . .ab.C1!ne Presi­
dent llro tem., fwd J. II. 1I100re Secretal"y. 

The State Alliance indorsed bis nction by eioctillb 
Hon. J~V8n JODC'fl, of Dublin, President; B. F. Butler, 
of DallaR, Vice President, and J. H. HUl"l'ison memher 
of tho Executive Committee, and the election of dele­
gates to meet with the represenh tives of the Farmers' 

Tnion and OJ'{ranize the ..LTutional Alliance and Co-oper­
ative rnion of America. 

Thit-; convention met.on the follo"l'in/r day and Ol'O'an­

ized by the election of C. W. Mucune, Presid(mt· J~ A. 
'fetis, of Lomsi:m:J, First YiNl President, nnd 'G. B. 
Pickett, of Decatur: Second Vice President, apd E. B. 
Warren, Secretary, framing a N ationuL Constitution, 
whieh was presented to the: State Alliance then in session
~nd ratified by that body. ' 

Within three months after the responsibilities of 
President of the State Alliance had been entrusted to 
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Ron. C. W. Macune he not only had a National AllIance 
organized, but also had organizers in nearly every 
Southern State. 

Thus the Order spread into MissiF'sippi, Alabama, 
Florida, GeorgIa, Sou th CaTolina, North Carolina. 
Kentucky, Tennessee, Missouri, Arkansas, and some of 
the Territories, before the first meeting of the National 
Alliance at Shieveport eight months thereafter. 
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MIRSOlTl!L 
h" tho spl'ing of 1887 tho National Allianco and 

fio perative Union of America sent into Missouri the 
following National Organizers: J. W. DeSpain into the 
soutbeltsterD p:lTt of the State anu A. Ii. Bryson, J. H. 
Moore and M. L. Andrews into Southwestern MiARouri. 
The first Alliance was organized by DeSpain in Butler 
county. The Order spread very rapidly. The follow­
ing eouniies were organized by DeSpain and his 
deputies: Bntler, Ballinger, l-{eynoJdA, Wflyne, leon and 
Madison. The most effie-ient deputy urganizet' under 
DeSpain w:.s Rev. J. Gl'aVefl, of' Texas. Vernon county 
was organized by M001"~ and Andrews. Newton county 
wa" ol'glwize:i hy A. Y 'I'Y80n . Tbe first AlJin.Dt'e was 
ot'g.w'zed in Newton ( 'mty, llt Ritchey, with the follolV-' 
in~ e!ulrtel' membe!'>l' A. B. Johnson, J. W. Srlyder, 
Z~J. Dowthwitt, Geo' ~Ial'1e;1 and J. \\. Stn~(p. On 
lite hh of October thf tate Alli:mc) waR ol'galliz 'd bv 
J. W. DeSp'lin. under proelam:ltioll of Prt'sidt'll f 0. W. 
~1:11('unl', of the 1'atHlnal A \liane·o. Ih·]cg:l.tl''' il'om 
Xc \·ton. Vernon, Hul,l 31', Thllinger, R(\yn'old Q , Iron, 
\1adi"on an(1 \Vayne Cf)untic(ol :l!'\semhecl :V P 'phr Blnff, 
B,ltlel' countv. The mcmbcl'sbip at 1h:lt tim" wn-: Malo 
mem\w1'l', 30G3; fJma\e mcmher~, 1020; tOlal, 40,2. 

'fhe ~'ollo7Vint; om"el's ot' the Statu AI1I:ll:CC wore 
elcpoed: 

President-A.. B. Johnson, nitchoy, Xo';vto~ ('onnty, 
)1 i~!'\( .uri. . 


Vic!) President-W. B. Anthony. 

Seerct!lry-li'rank F:Ll'rdl, Mill Spring. 

'freasul·er-J. N. Tatem. 

Chaplain-J. A. Gross. 

Lcctul'er-M. V. B. PU2e. 

As~istan t Lectul'er-1'homas; Hasler. 

Doorkeeper-G. D. Johnson. 

Assistan;:. Doorkeeper-C. P. Inlow. 

Serge3nt·at.Arms-J. A. 1\1"01'8. 

State Business Agent-W. B. Ham. 
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NORTH CAROLINA. 

We herewith present a report from Brother J . .H. 
B.arr,v, one of the National Organizers for NOI.th 
Carolina. Sin"e this letter appeared in the Southern 
Mercury a State Alliance has baen organized in that 
Stat,A and the Order is in a very prOSpel'ClU!l condition : 

lhYETTEVILLF., N. C., September 19, 1887.-Editor 
:!fIerCltTY: I am pleased to get an hour's leisure to inform 
the brotherhood of our. noble Order, through the col­
umns of' onr National Organ, that now soems to circulate 
in every State thronghout our country, that I have met 
with unbounded succes:, and enC011ragement a'1 L ')cturcl' 
and Ot'ganizer of the National Farmers' Alliance and 
Co-operative Union of America. 

1 got off the cars at Raleigh, the capital of the old 
" Tar-heel" State, whi.1h seemed to me was also head­
quarters of all opposition to the farmers organizing 
themselves mto the grandest, noblest and most patriotic 
Ot'der that ever exis ted sinco God first caused tho SU Il 

to shine . I could not make this assertion were I not a 
member of most all vtber organizations, and know 
wllf'J'cof I !'p<'uk. 

In "pite of all oppoc.;ing influnncoA tbat could h 1 

h"01Jght to bear in Wilke eounty, r met the f ...rlOel·;; i'l 
public rr.eeting'l twenty-seven timtJs, and twenty- e,en 
tim t ~ they organized. I loft tho WOl';' with .depntie", 
went mto Harnett countv, whi(!h I org-tnized wit.h dr'von 
Sub-.~lIi:mces in twon y-one day:-, crossed Cape Fcal' 
rivlt' into Moore county :,'1d organiz,>d it with ten 
Alliances in four~"cn du::;-s after I g;ot there. 

I l'un down by railroad to this place ei.~ht d:.ys 
flin(·('. Tho farmers of Cumberl:md CO'~lJly BO far havo 
ol'g:miz()d every time I met tbem- 1Dly lack one bHving 
the Jcquisite number to ol'ganize the county. HJ.v" 
every encouragement to Sll,y I will organize Cumberianri 
t o-morrow week, in seventeen days afler mv arrival. 
.lIIy bretbren, who read to'1 Mercury. think of tbi,,: :r 
W:l'l accosted bv a crowd 0f farmers, all strang:.:l's t o me, 
day before y esterday, whl) had come into the ci ty to 
m:u·ket. AF! I pas"ed throu~h the market they do,lmanded 
of me tbe right to as!'ist in the Dohle and patri"ti c effort 
of reform, which I readily granted by going up int" the 
public hall above the market and org,wized th<'IIl at 
once. The far:ners seem like unto ripe fruit-you c:tn 

4 
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gather th,. !U by a gentle shake of tho bush. Ot cou1'se, 
thore arc a. few wbo are more like unto hogs tban meIl, 
that seem to thi nk they will be r owarded in heaven fOl' 

their ignorance ann soltishness, and for being as little use 
to soc'cty as pOflf'ible.

I go on to On8low county from hpre, and my post· 

office will btl Ricb land, unles~ I I!:et ordors to ll.ttend the 

organiz.tlion of this State. whif'h 1 flee nothing to hinder,. 

as thore are now tbe rt'quislte number of counties or~an­

ized hy mY8elf and Brtll.her Tealy to organize tho StMe 

in tim.~ for it 10 be rt.'l>re<;ented. on tho 12th of Oc,tober 

in the mnl-lt important meeting to farmer", laborer!>, and 
to OUI' conl.t'y that bn'l over boon bl'lli in thifl contineut. 
Our nohll ,':;Ill-O i" su:ffcflrg badly for want of mnre lec­
lUreI'll fl1:d Ol':!;:ll izertl. (do h~,pe our Ex('el.ltivo and 
Examinil'g C,mm'ttee will j.>UVQ nothinp; unt,urncd on 
tbeir Tl:trt 10 getting into tho field a hll corps of recruit ­
ing offiC()1'8,

, I h:w' v"lunt<'cre'l three times in my lifo to fi!!ht tho 
onOIU'l'S nf mv cOllntry, all i""pal', t<~ and di."tinct 
(Jncmi.e:", all of c1iffel'ent ('(1101'8 :llld. d Ji'erent langua~e~ , 
I have, (lW v(I!ulltef"TC'd thEl hahn('e (If my lif<l to tight 
the fOllrth erH'my, 1'till of a differcnt (.;olor t\nd l:lnglllt~e, 
..~,\d th 1 "'<o\'IIt ft'ld m(lst tYl'l.niclt at d bloorhhil,;lY 
c .. ~;ny I h:t -0 C\'(,1' looked. in tho f CL,-:m pnl'fl'Y ,hut 
h tR no " ITI-t'ienN', nr; SOLlI, an It-how:;, liS un q a o.l'te I' ; HII 
eoomy t1 lit'" : lr(,lldy i'1 P(1::;sCSSiO'l of ('ur :!;O\'cl'n;uent 
s,n";' ) llUllln'! i :.t the eXTlenso of 0"1' S\";'C'lt an I \. lood. 
rl'o thc (''1' e!t-!'s and unthoughttul f:.Hmen, und f:~l' .crs 
'I'ho m'lv I, k UpOll nul' Ol:;';'l.·,;z,\tion as a rnl'tter of 
Ilttlo t" n" q It'll(''' , I wi"h to ~tLy, in tbo bn~u' t;' f'f an 
old pat]'i It, YO\ll' b"C'thr narc' 'rca y in the fh·ld, w w 
will yon ~t!lr<l idl,'? Is s]u\'(lry l:'!l 8W('et t' at yon al~o 
willi.ng In 1,UI py (Iown tt.; d. Ii(,k til b'lot that ki.,ks 
VClU? A l'I ypn willir g to spryI' Oiot ,our (>::"1. ,,'nce with 
• 'ir(I1 t-p'l of a mr,nryerl lig:n"py nT,on }ourTIl;(,k'? 
A \.011 willi .f.!; to tran,,'('r Y"lll' l)""tt'I1ty 0\,"1' to the 
no~tcl'itY nt t1"R mOJllYld olig~'j'('by :·s ~laves hrl'\'('I'? 
If ~O, YPll :11''' tilli1>~ a, ,.V:vc in this w. j",l til ..t JOU :no 
not. ('llltleo to.lf." a man,:L Christian, a citizen or patriot 
:lnd yOlll' c·hildrc n f'h( ul ri den Hl oe' YOil as their e.lomY 
:..mi ~ ~l ailor to the "Ol'lJ yc·u liyo in. 

J. B. BARRY, 

Lecturer and Organizer. 

http:willi.ng
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ALABA.MA. 

L M. Perdne, D. B. H::t.le, W. C. Gl'iffith, William 
G 1 'nett and Nowton Gresham were commissioned 
OI'2;anizeri! for Alabama. Th"ey wont to their re~pective 
fi eld'! of labor early in tho Rpriog and work.ed with snch 
enthnsia<; m that a Stat e \l liance was formod in the 
S tate eady in the snmmcr. 

FL OUIDA. 

"w W ilson was sent a'ia National O l',ganizer into 
FI ) Id. He began work, and, j 11st as ll. pebble dl'opped 
into th ' ' mtJ'O (jf a lake starts a r ipple which widens 
till it reae hl'i the encir" lin~ .. horo, so this grand move­
ment, starting by the effol·t", of a sing le orgo:.mi zar, nl'ged 
by him on tb'l people, commulIic:.lted by them to others, 
is sweep ng ollwurJ in an evel- wid\~n i og Circle. Befoi-e 
many month'! had pa-,,,ed thero was a Stato Alliance 
fo rmed with th'l following officers: 

Pre"id..,nt-Onr~tl(l Wd~on, Uarianna, F la. 
Viet) Pl'e"idl'nt- Williur:1 Gomm. 
Reeretary-Thoma.~ A.. Ira.'J, Madison, F la. 
Tl'e:IRn~m·-.J . \Y. Pooser. 
Chapl:lin-W. A. B1'y-tn. 
Lee ll '·or-J. B , Yvungo. 
Assi-' :l'l t L 'C lll'CO'-W. B. Sheppard . 
DOl)rk(,pp 'I'- '1. G. Coxwell . 
ARS I- lunt DnorkoP ptlr- ';;. A, Ctl,wthan. 
Sergcant-ut-A.rms-J. W. Mozley. 

~IIS:lISSIPP ' . 

In Fch"u<OlT, lSR7, C. W. Ma.cuno received ulettcr 
from W E II'I'I, of JeJferRon, }l,ss , nqJ:icRting that an 
organiz h~ En'lt into that Stat{'l. Pr,'Ridput \lacun a 
commis iOlnd S. 0_ D·,:v", W. F . .Price, D. F. Burgess, 
W. W. DIl1"lam, W. K. De:wnD, a.ud J . B. Grah:lffi as 
l.Tatil)D'11 OI'!!'lnizCl'S flr that S'utC'. 

S. O. D .. w.; nult) hi" fil'~t 1t'~tlll'C on tho 2nd d~y of 
}[a1"ch nnd (}'-~ wi7.c-\ his fh~t Allill.TlcO on th" 3,1 (hy of 
Ma eh at 0 k R'dl, ('<m'oll county. W. E. Hull was 
clec'''ll S C" ·t·Il' V ot tili" Alliance. Tho work now be!!' sn 
in O:il'nt ,T i I nearly every district i n the State. By'l he 
1st of ,\ 11!{II~t ml)re tbal1 thirty counties had been o1'gan­
ized . On t he ~·hli d .. y of Augu~t a convention of 
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d f'legat es met in the city of Jackson and organized a 
Statfl Alliance in that State, electing Hon. R. T. Love, 
of Cbf'~ter, Choctaw county, President-a man of fine 
exe utive ability, with all of those characteristics to 
make j ll~t E\ uch a leader of the Order in that State as 
the t imes deman ' . Rt'I was also elected bv the National 
Alli ancf' as O1) e (f its Vice Presidents. Under his able 
l eaderilhip in tbat State the Ord er b as become a power 
in a ",hort space of time. There arc now 800 Sub-Alli­
uncI'S in th.; State, with a membersbip of 25000. Tho 

State orl"!:'n1iz'ltion was completed by the eltlction of the 

follo winf! offieel's: 


Vic') President-To H. Fl'eem~n. 

8/,cretary- C. T. Smithson, Newport, Miss. 

'l'rNtl<urer- T. L . D arden. 

Ch,IV ain-J. Q. H vde. 

L"'!lll"or- Jamps F rench . 

A-si .tant Lcctnrer- 'f. Q Adams. 

Doo1'l·c"lwl"- T . A . R owel l. 
• s hi :",t Ono1'k'ww'r- l. L. :Moore. 

Slr';C!l.'1t ttt-Arms- J . F . Savage. 


LOnSlr\~,\ . 

S e f after tbo o;·ganiz·11iM1. of the F:l1'mnrs' 
,]( x S lh'l Farmer:;' U lion W:'S o1'ganizJJ 
.. ""T S (f L·,ni-i:1tI:t. In ito; r:lrly hi"t()1'Y it 

m t wi btl f .TIP dii11tul\iNl ,md dis:JT'pninlmcDt~ and 
wa fl.)"" d t, ml'lt thfl ~',.;mli kind of opposition as her 
S:",fl1' ( ~'. 'z"i 'n in 'rex'is. It ('ontinw.d tl) grQwye:u' 
bv y .., ~1 H it. bee lIno ~. Rtato nrganizati0n of consid­
.e1',l)1 l'l .:;' 11 UI' 0. It!' ohj 'I;ts and pUI'P<1S0S as published 
t!) tho w) III :1.1'1" tbe 8:~-:l0 as tho Alliance (,f Texa3. 
H' P'. "hen C. W. :hbcune, Pre"i,ll'llt of t he T exas 
S +0 AI;' {WI' , seot a dd··gato t o LOUlsiana to confer 
wnh the r oi II or thflt State in reg n'd t o the co-opera· 
tion pf tr<) two \wdi>'8, i t fl u nd t hem wi lling ann anxious 
to .i 111 hal' i17 i n t hA w )rk, a'l et thus t he Union of 
Lo' ;,i .• ll. tmd t ho A1PaTlco of T ex'ls orgcl.nized the 
S!l.ilOl' \ Alli Tl"C 3. 'lrl Co op ') at ive U nion of America. 
A 'l. i 1.hl1'" f,f)";' i->na stands s ide by Sid e wi th Toxaf! in 
th'" g" :1t r{·f),·"l1 ruov"mo'l t for the amelioration of the 
co dition of the a g1' l(, llltnra l c:aSECS of Amelica 3.dopt­
i ug the SOOl'0t work of t he Alli3.nco. ' 
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The following is a list of the officers of the Louisiana 
State Union: 

Prcsident-J. M. St;j,lling~, Vcnic~, La.. 
Seer~tary-O. M. Wright, Unionville, La. 
~ereasu:·..r-W. J. Spinks. 
Lpcturer-W . .T. Smith. 
As"is':1ut Lectl1rer-t.;amu~l Skinner. 
Dn()rk~epf'r-J. W. SimOTlton. 
As"istaot D)orkeepl:r-.To~se Gooden. 
I::)el'/;; 'ant-:tt-Arm,,-Sim N(,blef'. 
Corresponding Secretary-I. A. Totts. 

KE~TUCKY. 

J. L. Quicksoll and A . .T. Tillman were sent as 
NatIOnal Organizers into Kentncky, and awakened an 
intel'C'st in tbat State. A number of Sub-A.lliances were 
organizl.'d and the Ordor is prospering in that State. 
In July Vice President PICkett, of the National Farmers' 
Alliance, was commissioned by C. W. Macune to visit 
the State Wheel of Kentucky and solicit their frif"odship 
and co-operation and get them to unito with the Na.tional 
Allianco. Ris work was not in vain, they sendmg dele­
gates to thfl National Farmers' Alliance meeting at 
Shreveport, Louisiana. 

ARKA.NSAS. 

John W. Baker, William D:l.venport, and D. B. Ha.lo 
were co'Umissioned as organizers tor Arkansas. They 
soon began to awaken an intereRt and wield ~()od in­
fluence for the Ordor bv the organization of Alliances 
in that Sta.te. In that State existed the State I'Vheel, an 
organization similar in character to the Farmers' Alli ­
snce, and by its compliance with the requirement'! of 
the National Alliance and adopting the sect'et work of 
thnt Order it was duly chartered and became a legal 
branrh of the National Fal'mers' Alliance and Co-opera­
tive Union of America. By this nnion of forc.~s the 
organization has become prusperous and powel'flll; 
having attained a membership of more than 60,000 
st the time the National Farmers' Alliance met at 
Shreveport. 
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The following li"t comprlstlS tho offiecls of the 
ArklWf'[I" :State Whe,!:

Pr~,i'll'nt-L. P. F ,therston, Forrest City, Ark. 
Yice Pr. !'id.' l-G \V. Jlfn.l'tin. 

Sl'(' ·('tl r -_ R n ...looJ'l"h( ad, W. Iter Chupd, Al k. 

'r- uSIll·,'r-L. B An ig·cr. 

Cllr.p!a;n-I. r. L;mgtey. 

GFo11G-•. 


In WaTCh, of the ~ame} e' , J. B. 1l1- 'f', .-:11iwn.l 

Oq!:miz r, T'7! 8 f."nL hlto the S ate of GC(>! !.,i;. 011 hi~ 

Ul'J'i':ll. mt hI r ~""wn hI" m! ~i"n, 1ikn 01 ler' g 'n'zer!', 

he m( t t<OIPC ft'rUle! f; who W"}"O "'e1',v friep,ly to the 


O\'f'mPflt }nd marle him \.ell· rnA iel tn ii' II i,l T. Somo 

f. 1 nH'n-, 1.c-tn,ol(d by o·jwr irdlUfne: s, gln],1 1 Ii in o\,pnt<i­
til n 10 -d I 0 dl'r: rod 0l'"pO~l'- h.,, ' efT l'l~ to '~'~;~lIjze. 
TInt OJlfl h ' fl h'" ('omm' no d to p'a,'t 11 I' tlU' prin­
C:p!Cf'1 f t e Fnrm('r ' AlIj' 1 co in (':111'0: ('ow ty. S wly 
yet 8ul'('ly tl e wlll-k Pl'OFpol'ud, Uhrl :' 1h's time 
(OC ,bel' 31) he -h: f; fhe coml ie.; Ol'!!:mi:r,· dr.... i f ur 
more 111 elm' g(-ori 1. (ldw y, , hit b hI' \I ill f "'I hflVC 

oJ'/!uniz n .-!. 'flw 0 CoM :..t til s tim' Dl'fl'\ 'IS h l't 1500 
in I,j .. (Io·,t iet. I IS) ('('<lit 's tn ~::v lh:lt t (' (n': ' 'h '\'8 
in t\1:11 S 11 1 n-;;(' I C. v, ith (TP'''.. ili( TI; i ' v'" -H (0;' 
n;;;1oda sth:·+ropl.pi,jnn ol'n\I"for it,f l' .. !I~T'mrrs 
llnd fl'i"lld~ of 11" • ,. r·'lliZ'lljl)!\ I nnw fl" r.' ,,- .' ~'lJ co 
it CI' 8. But E-ucet~S truly crowr,s t~o , .. l' '- in th:1t 
St 

hl'r('with prr!'l'l,t nur ]'( 'V'OJ''; wi"1 !' ": mplp of 
til' m ~rq ", ~fpla In' : nd ~},l) i', t <'r' (f t1 p tnt· T in ­
CI1'1 r'8 rof ('llr 01',1< r :-or' 1.'. l'h ~; t w \' 'I ' e(H 1itt tion 
of No'emh,·!' 22, lLS7, w},'c', it' ill'c' dpfi 10 ho lora], 
but i ... a ~imi (. flf lh' p( ;tiCTl : 1 d its I--lallduous(0 

natmc met wilh l'y nllClr;-. "j,' n : 
"'The mt)] 1h1'y (11'( tlf g (f tb(' FurmfJ'" Allianco 

aR~('n , hl, d "t -,' pwr un hf-.t 'T~lIn-dav alt rnoon with 
closed d( orR. Their meetings :.ud proZ.cedlngs -were kept 
a pI OfClUT d ~ "rrf'~. A b, lIt two 1 U I rlnd n f n hl'TS ,vero 
prepent, ] a.lf nf wI om w~'l'e dchg:.tcf> from the ,a ious 
clubfl in thE> ('ollP1y. 'Thell' m. elir g ,.-a>< nlll :,t a J har­
moniou Cl • Thu<' is rlil:~f,n!'i~T1 in th.' nlllk;.;, un i, perhapg, 
llkr. the Grar gel'!~, 11H'Y ,nil ~oon (\1:;( 1 ;:aniz l

" 'Theil' 
olject, it seems, is to drive vat all (;orupctition by 
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electing one merchant in :1, town to do :111 th ir hnTin~ 
and /lno wnrf·hou 'em"11 to 1';011 thcir cotlon. 0 '" month 
at-O thl'v ~cl ..cterl J. B !lTount & Co.!l, .T(>'Vi~h firm who 
h":.ve ]'l'cont], 10(' tt'd herc. ':~" thl"il' m -""h'p,t, :'n j G. A. 
B'(lom a~ their :;;t In w:1.1" houeman. Mt",·h: ,!~ whl> 
ha\ L' [wrn c', rq Ing tho f J me!':;; frt m ,pa t YP. r f' r 
the }la~t q Jar!'" of a PM 1.111':;, nd to w~nlTl • he' f:.l.l'm(-r-, 
wer" inrl hted tor thi" al Ii a t y(-ar':c; f'Up ,Ii, " . .r It cnt 
bv tho do~,' lion of (hpi" f rm!' r (-llS ·f)Hl.-r~. :'1 rl r'J)N!­

i;Il~' jor goir'~' 1') : <>0[1,1'1' Rlorc and pnyirg C[l~h whilo 
the'f Wl'l'C indf'htf'fi 10 them. 

"''This lll'o\l!'!:htflht)u~ 11 confi'ct h!'tw('rn mcrr>hn!1t~ 
!lnd f:'l'llIerl', n, J t1ll1 TC.'Rult i~ both f'lidr~ :t-t1 l' Ilting on 
a b ,Jd front. The )11<'re:1:1nt8 w('re iOl'(-I'd to o"!,!:nnizo 
in s<,lfdefense, the ol'i"(-t ()f wht<·h i" 1. ;;r·il t() no llIom­I 

bel' of tho Alhanee P):c<'pt fnr c-a,h. U"ld f""P nil cl',dit 
to theil' mpmhe,.s. 'flll'l'e i,.. certainlv f<f'\l'1C tClnndA.tion 

I· f;1l' the gl'ievnn('~'l of'tl,e farm Nfl, h;Jt all 11 pir ill,.. do 
not flow' lJ'Oln the rr,i,ldl,·nwll . Tt t:lk('~ n'l 1,,1' <':JpJtn1 
:Jnd ('rl'd it of the Pl'-l'('h:Jnt~ of [f'wn'~J', (; 1':1 I ,111" and 
~"T'(li'\ to c:nrv th(> r-'l'ml'J''l:11 nuallv. :md t f'r", i'l now 

t.l' :L halt' m'llion'o"rhl'R on tl-e hll"ks ;,f tile Kuwnan mor­
ro ell-tnts lW hv thl ir (' nntl,\, ell t(-llIC1';\.

1° "Alllhi,,'tl'llllhl t· lIas iw('n hro1W'lt nl'ont hv n. man 
'R wh() F,'l'" Ion i~ frnll 'I', xas.: n(1 w\'" h. s h "n in '(";eorgia 
]' sit CP I:il't .lune (Ol'r:!lI i zin r rew (·\ub~. lin 1:1: I" ~rom 'l'Iix 
S t, nine r1nll:UR fill' (v. I'V dub he (Ir,:,r'll1iz .~, ! d thl'COy 

co doIIHn~ , h: lr t e',·" rtf till' Ine:)] oq!;·t i7. r, on :,]] ~nhR('­
[:1t qllcnt (·lnIN. Sinc".i nne' hu: :,~ 11 g: n;z 'Il 0'" 'J hn-;)r1red 

0' 1"1Ich dnlls In G ()r~~i·', ~,·ttin~ :~. 1":1"" 81(100 fOJ' thl' 
Si ll1e, v.ithOl t, e() f tri"!.!' '. Y rna CI"::11 h nl'li~ , It iii 
trup. h,. givl'f' tlHm the p··"" . word :Inri :11, I the g-rip 
whi('h fldmit· )11pmlwl''' into tilo ffiYSt' 0 CII !ClaV0, bllt 
that j'l their ehief 1 eru.fit Q J't"· . 

,. E'-eIT t':\rn1P!' WIth I, !!il' :It;,,,o 01' Con~rf'Qsi()n~l 
llRpil!11iOl;S i;: 1))'oYn~1t ;.t :tIlt'!. il' '1l':!l'ting-1: nd lonrl in 
thf'il' denlln(·ia·i41n~ nf tl-. lOcreil:1'llf'. r:;:'iwir dl·(·lnra1iol1 
of prir r pieR ~()ulrl l'i",.tl tho cl-"pd of :f() 'Jffi't nnd. 
excite the C]1't'Y (f Confuein>! in h'R on"lJIl of n, p<'rf,'ct 
stat·' of felic-irr for mUllkiJld. It fO,f)1]l 11-1 liko P'lCtr'ac't"l 
from Plato and Sfl('rnt./-R. flTld t!lke'l on thfl t()l1r>h of 1ho 
idettl. In fart, thr·il' (]I'(dnralltlll of' princ'p'{'f', if cnrrird 
011t, would re't'olutlflnizn (till' entire ""fltf'm of !!nvC'l'n­
ment, shutting out all compolition, placiDt; the commerce 
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between the producer and manufacturer in the hand~ of 
-one man, closing up all 8tores save their own, ~nd set­
tling all disputes by :u'bitration, thereby compelhog t~e 
lawyers to return to the plow. Everything shall be In 

(}ommon, the misfortune of one member is to be I'har ed 
hy all. Toey are to ha ve better churches, better Patltorf'· 
better sehool-house8, and more efficient t(acbers. All 
legislatIOIl-S,atf', county and National-shall be for 
thei r exc·lusiv{) benefit. If one bas a poor crop, or fails 
to work it as well aE' his npigbbor, his brother members 
are to make )t up to him. Their declaration of principle s 
f'eem to be the theories of Henry George bOiled down, 
F'piced with Socialism and flavored with extracts of 
Grangerism. 

" fwo members in this county have already df>clared 
tbemselveb, it is learned, as candidates for the J.;egisla­
turA. They expect to ride into power upon the blinded 
zeal of their deluded brothers. 

"ThurEday they endea.vored tt) get a new merchant 
to take the place of J. B. Mount & Uo ., and appomted a. 
committee to get bids from several merchants in N ew­
nan, Senoia and Grantville, but our leading merchants 
refused to hid either for cash or otherwise. 1'be com­
mittee reqnire tbe merchants to show them theIr invoices 
and allow the Alliance to say what shall be their selling 
figures. This our merchants decline to do. The Alli­
ance members who are able refuse to be responsible for 
the debts of the lesR fortunate members, which will work 
a hardship on the poorer members, who have neither 
cash, collaterals nor credit. It will also, at tbe same 
tJme, place our younger merchants and smaller dealers 
in al close plaee. They are doing no country trade, 
sCllTcC'ly, and unless a change comes soon busineEs fail­
ures will be the reeult." 

It is a matter of surpriRe 1hat the Constitution, II. 

paper nation::.l in its circulation, should stoop to 
malieious mlEreprentation and falRebood to malign and 
traduce t.he principles and teaching of an Order num­
berir g in its membership a minion and a half of people, 
minif'ters, teachers, editors, doctors, farmers and their 
wives and daugbters, in a vain attempt to check the 
rapId growth of the grandest fraternity of men and 
women ever seen in the Southland. If the COD!;titution 
would display the same zeal and earnestness for truth 
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that it has shown for falsehood and misrepresentation of 
the Alliance in the above artIcle, it would be better for 
its readers-the people of the South. 

We notice briefly some (If these misrepresentations 
and m:Rstatement of factg : 

1. The article says (. their meetings are secret " We 
will Rtate fi)r the information of the l;onstitution that 
the Allianco is a chartered ins~itution, likf' Ma"onry and 
Odd F ltowahip, neces~a!" ilr S'lerJt, bll t; whose De -dll.l'a­
tion of Princip e'l :lna .l:'ul·poses is pnbli"hed tl) thlj \\'()rld. 

~. It S:lys (( the meaing was not at all hannoniotls' If 
tbeir meeting and proceedings were kept a prof,) und 
secret, as the Constitutioll S3,YS, by what ~lUthority can 
it publiSh to the world that their meeting was not at all 
harmonious? 

3, "All this trouble has been brought abOld by a man who 
says he is from Tex,as," We :1g-ain state for the COllfltitu­
tion's special benefit that this man is a g'lntleman of 
honor, has been duly commi8sioned as a N ationa\ Or­
{{snizer of the Farmers' Allianl)e and Co-operntive Union 
of America. and sent to that ser.tion for th'l.t "pecific 
purpoRe. TheRo fllcts could have beon ascertained by an 
e:l'(amination of its excbangeQ , the offi cial j i)urDal~ of the 
Alliance, thus saving itself feom casting a rdlf'ction upon 
private character, unless tbl1 intention wa~ willfuL 

Its reference to "theci'eed of lI£oham"t, Confuciu,s, Pl'1to, 
Socrates," etc., is so false, pernicious, mean and con­
temutible that it is mentioned only to be deRpiRcd. 

5. "Their declaration (If principlps, if carried out, would 
revolutioniz~ our entire system of government." Nine-tenths 
of the producers of this country believe that reform is 
necef/sary in our government, and the tact tbat tbey are 
org:mir;ing to bring this about in a peaceable, intei1ig-ent 
anti legal manner is what i,; causing f.<uch onergetic pro­
testfl frem the" 8ubsidized press" of this COllJ'ltry. 

6. "Everything is tf) be held in common." There is no 
such principle advocated in tho Alliance, oral or written. 

l­ 7. "If one has a poor crop, or fails to work it as well as his 
~, neighbors, his brother members are tf) make it 1!p to hl1n." 
r « The organic law of the Order requires that !l. pc'rson 
e to become a membcr must be of industrious habits aDd 
d ot {{ood moral character." CMes that require s.ctuaL 
n charity should receive the attention af a.ll good citizens, . 

th irrespective of any benevolent organization. 
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~. c. : II {f'(li ,/ation, Stllte, (,9Wlil/ and Fl1tif)nflL shrrll be 
for their e.rrlu~i~'c! bmIIL" Tbet'o 1" nn f;lH: \ prine'p in 
the O)'g" lIP I:~ v. n i) l' ha.q f;uI·h a. rCRo\ntio'l " Y ·'r hecn 
pa.""I'O 0," (l»IYj'l,'ll[ m·tde bv any ()"I1'1ty 8 ·I,t·> or ~- Itional 

AIli"lWI'I fl'0 n the o"i'~ln of tic.) Ol',i. I' tn tr'" pl"'~' t ·;j liP. 

() '-'ill!'!" tl r:luati?ll of Y)r£llcilil,'~ ~erm t 1 til' the th~ll1ies 

of lit>nTlI Gco"qe bo·led dOlen, "piNt! lcitlt Sf,!'; Iii ',ii, anrl 

.filII: ;fPd IG!' I Grang Tis n." Sudl ttwori('f\ ('al1r o\, I l' J(lIUld 


ill 1m)" nt it;: t(':1,ehing,; or wOl'kin~, lIeilhe" h"-" t'le, 

b('e'l :l(I~(Wlltcd by It;; memb·'r'l or emb!';l 'f'd hy thi;;; 

or.....v.i7. 1;on. A 11 ()f it" tcn.e>hi "!!;S tend t) oblitCl·.~~(' the 

« G 0 .~ ." unll "S)eialj" i,'" thp"l'ieR. 


nil ,f:ll'n'er~, i~ !'hou1d be rC'!11()mhew'd thn.t thi;:; nUack 
com p" froT', a -p:lper tbu.t udvGcat('s n high -prnt('.:tlve 
tariff, whi,·h rohq you nnnn:~Uv of milliClTl"i of d .\1:1'1'5. 
SUf.h p:.p'\1''> conj(i11Ot but be :mtarroni~ti(l to all orgm· 
iZNi mrn:(> 111 I1t", having f·ll' th(·ir o\-j J0t the en('oTlI·:\~e· 
mPrlt nf t.11'~ PU,,(·tlJlE'nt of hws giviu.l.!; <,ql1:tl and exact 
ju,.,tico tfJ ail; wi h ~pccial prl\'ilegcs to nonc. 

'fE~);ESSEE. 

J. P. All'nn, W. W. B,'rker, W. D. }hlnum, N. II. C, 
Elllf\tt, J. D. B "cll . . B. 1",.to n nnd L C. tj·()tt wc1'o 
C mmi-"inl'wtl !I" _"n.tion·ll 0 !!'1n i Z r'o, for ths C<t"t". 
Abpa Lt1" 1 t (f April 1... J . F. I\I~nr c'lmrnt·!I(·rtl h:s 
work. He i',-,,'Ird n. grl;'lt. m'lny difoiculticR ln tho 'Y'lV, 
bnt bv p('r~eVf'l a.n('c a.'1d h:lTd w.wk h ... Ol';;'\niz ,<I lirltl 
Snb.A1li~\lw('R h onc C' U 1ty, all of wLi('h !lrC nnw in :t 
l)!'O~p<'l()llR C'nnd·f»YJ. Th,' f:lrm'rR in thi!-; Rt:lte nrc 
j llRt :I,, ~d;:. n1n~ 10 'h" conq·iollR I£'S>\ that tlW1' havn toub· 
milttl! to tb£' m:·ny wrClng 4 th!lt 11-."7(' bern 1" >1·;"'trn.t,,d 
up()n lhf'm hy . thn po"we)' of OJ'£!;!l1 izp(l ~l·,,('d, ill their 
di80 p::lnizt'G oondition. T1H'y 8( (> tt C lle,'d ()\ s:)mc kind 
of n prot. (':ive ori1:aniz~ltion. Tfll'y rl'·liz~ that thH 
Allian('e (1ft· rR th,>m :\ )'<>mcny f)1' the"() I..... l~; h('.l'H'e, it 
i~ tnki rf!; l':lTlid ~tl'id(';:; in th' t S':1.·('. Th· n 1<10 of the 
Wht!l'l of Tennessee with the Alliauce will greatly help 

this prJgrL~I:l. 

rI'EXAS. 
\,l"hi1c this ranid ol'gn.ui z·~tiou Wfl." g'1ing on in other 

Rht<'" 'l'CX!1~, lInOel' the able l E>adcr"hip pf Ron. Evan 
J ones, was bu:;ily prep:ning and perfecting her co· 
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operative schem'ls and ph'l" f,)r m'1.nuf:l.f! UI'O of wool(,n 
and cotton g'lods, through hoI' h",iof''''l Il/:prlt C. W_ 
MacllnA • On tho 4lh of . ray, 1887. a Cott )'1 COYJ:?;"css 
w s h('ld in the citv of' Wa(:o, That hodv had Jnr~'h to 
';OYJt nd w~tb, nnd ;l)'~"1Y vi"i 'n l1'f then,·ies to com ,T, 
but it ('!~n congmtul:1te it'lplf. /rom the .ft1~t th<.lt it 
arrived at hqi-muni'luR cOllclusioll;<, wbich ::\1" strict and 
suf., nlans of op"rlttion. 

'Wh(,11 tho AlIia'H,c at the 'Vaf'o C ,tbn CODi;rcss 
dcc;dod to take :ir·tioo a'l:l. bo Iv in the mntt"r of c )tton 
and woolen factorje~, nobo'h' (jnuht('d that in t''\)o fuch 
ontol'p"iRes would be (,f'tablished.~ yl't fow if :l'1V at 
that meeting 1'('ulized b<)w S00n tbu p'an'l ~ht'r'~ fnrfr.­
ubted would materi:1 l ize. Oily a f· v mOll-h" lad a~sed 
until tho be-t fll('lol'Y ~ite in th'o ::;011 h hat! b 'Po'! RI,I.·c:ted 
!lod fI('cur(·d. The Joc:ltion r/1felTed to i'l, in Buruett 
c('unly. 'l'{'X!\Q, at the c('\('bratrd ,fm'blo Pall1', Of 
nation~il rl:'pulation, thiQ gr('at w~tCl' poW,~l', Ri'\1ntcd in 
lh,· p·ogrophical ernt1'e of lho Sinte :lnd i<t1l'I(lUT ded :HI 
it is hy a. rpgion 1'i(;h in the prod 1I(·tq of raw fir t. rids, 
not Olily fol' cotton and wonl"n lile1()l'it'i<, but f;,1' ..-:n:ou 
other indrstrJ"fl, at or ('0 m,·d.;) it the ('el tre of Il.ttr!l(;tio 1 

O'l the p':'-I;(' of nil p1i!Cl'S jor n ('nnW-nlrltfri TN vernen 
Wbo r;an ~'';lirnat(' its pni<~lbjl·tip~ fo,' ~'l d to th" PI' ­
du('('l''I of tiln S'ato find the ,ytl()le S lith,>,,'!, V~('l\ It 
rich tlrl'!ly of 1'eh,llll'eeQ and nrl"-"nt,,~ :-< i1' C In»i( prod. 

B "ide!'; th" \\":.tt·r pO'T('r ad],;1i t",j tn be' h" fir {~t in 
tho ;-)(l11th, bu'e :tIRO -P'O found Q1l'ITJ ips ()f gl"Tli t.' fI 11S.l to 
any in tho w01'I<1, imm('n~o b eli< of v:tl'jp~'lt('d m. rbl'~ 
l\Ild other ""lIu bJe i<toneQ. :1'1(i ,'epnf::it:'l (1f ('"d ',..,d i '1 

awaiting rievelorm"1 t. 'l'ho rnp dity with whi(·h thl' 
m:mufac'lIl·iJl(l' s',p·it ha~ dt'..-dflp"d !.;'OW~ th:1t tl-.e times 
aro rip" tor s:;ph onteJpl"f;e", ~lt d lh·, En'mc"s h't,e (nly 
to " Rtrike wbiie the il'lIn ix hOI" to in:lU!!nrate an er:l. 
of matorillJ dp"c'''pm'·I.t tllllt will fJ,'HOllish tho wholo 
erJunlry and have no pardlol ill tho bistory of the 
Soutb . 

The F:lrI)1~rR' Alli:J,l'lf'f', the hone and Rinew of the 
counlry, ba'l but. to fifty lho word to make the gr(,:1test 
enterprise yf't llTHiertukpn i n Texa~ 1ho gl'anrl('~t RllCCOSS 

that the most :lJ'd{'nt ndvo0!l.tA of pr"g"PR<; and devdop­
mE'nt could de~il'e. From lhi,. W:wo meeting the long 
talked of co-operation in Texas eomm"l1eu r\ in (,!ll·neflt. 

Within three months from that time tanneries, stores, 
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cotton yards and mills wen'l being erected in many parts 
of the Sw.te, with a Cotton Exchange and State BuslDess 
Agency for the purchase ard sale of T'rodncts and com­
moditieR, which waR permanently located in the city (If' 
Dallas and ~stablishcd upon :J. saftl, COLlservativc, finan­
cial basis. . 

The city 0f D!lna~, 10 ~ecurc tbe localion of the Alli ­
:wce Excb:1nge in that city, mane the foJ 110 wing don!l.tioDs 
in real est:Lte and ('fif'h !'nbsidy : 

A do ofltion of $10,000, !l.buut onc-thid of th!l.t being 
paid in ('ash and an oblif!ation given ff r the p :w ment of 
the balance. This donation was made crmtingent UPOD 
the erection of the headauarter" (If tbe Farmer,,' Alliance 
Exchange in the e:ity ofDnllas for at erm of ten year... 

A donation of one city lot on the corner of White 

and Market stl'eetEl, 10Ox150 fpet, valued at 516,000 ; 

contingent nprln the erection of a budding of 1he value 

of at least $20,000 on or before the 1::;t day of J anun.ry, 

1889. 

Fifty acres of land sout.hwcRt of O.lk Cliff, a suburb 
of th(\ eity of Dallal', valued at $5000, to which is added 
a $5000 cash donation; both of tbelSe dona.tions nre con ­
tiTl~ent upon the erection of a factory of not less than 
$lbO,OOO valuation within three years. This land bas 
living water, which is thought to be ~aluable. 

A dona.tion of fifty acres of land, which is a gift in 
fee simple, lyin~ neal' the Cole Fall' GrOllnOEl, valued :1t 
$25,000; alRo two acres in the Cole Fair Grounds, on 
which is located an old exhibition hall. These two 
acres are v~lued at 85000 and are ullio deeded in fee 
simple. The considerations of these two land donations 
is a bond of $lv,OOO aud S1000 re~pectively, that the 
Farmers' Alliance will builrl or canse to be built, or be 
instrumental in having built within three years somo 
kind of SI. ma.nufacturing plant to be of not less value 
than $100,000.

A don:J.tion of a B11fficient amount of rooney to pay 
all rents, necesRary to furnish f:l('ilities for conducting 
the business of the Exchange, till May 1, 1888. 'To 
meet the conditlOns of this donation the citizens of 
Dallas have placed $1500 in bank,8uPject to the order 
cf the Exchange, for rent. 

The probable value of these donations when condi ­
tions have all been complied with is $67,000. When t.hese 
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conditions are complied with, or any portion of them is 
complied with t() such an extent that each donation is 
vested ill the Exchange, it will belong to the members 
of the Farmers' All i:ol.uce of Texa;;. Rence, eVHY doll a . 
of assets of the Exchange belongs to the ::;tate Allian ce. 

The followin,e: Sta,terl have indorsee! the Macuu :) 
Business System: Kentucky, Tennessee, Virginia, North 
Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Florida. .Mi~sourl, LOUlSl ­

anu, Arkansas and Taxa", and the National Wheel at 
its last meeting re('ommeoded to their States tho import­
:lDce of electing at once State agents to participato in 
this grand move of' co-operation. All the States are 
makmg assessments-Arkansas of 25 cents per capita, 
MiSSIssippi of $1 per amlum for five year" to furnish 
their :lgenls with rapital to purchase and c;'l.rry into 
effect theso pJans of mauuiacturing and c;>-operatiol1. 
Tbe TexaH Exchan~e has been, and iil to·day, a Grand 
Success! It has f'aved more than a million dollars to 
the brotherhood alrcady. 

TilE ALL! L'CE EXUIT.il.NGE. 

[ ' A Friend," in the "outhc1'I1 :;Uercury.] 

•• \\ 11:'!!·· nn 1 he lno',ell a llle "0:10'1'0;15 :-lrun:.;r, 
"Ii s ,11·\ .. \lli:l ((,llO'\' it"! own "ExehnlJgt" 

'Ill <'u:h "hie'l ll1'moe!'.s c:l th ·r WI eatilllu 0 Its, 
Corn nmlltay.1 01".'0:3, (,:tul ,ohC<']l a.1'J gO:lt-·: ' 

1"'"(ls, ;0-11'; bn~ in lee{l y' it hayc quite fO"gntt(1 1 

'J'hnt th!')" so 1 throng'l it, a:so, i~lcil" CUttUIl . 

T hf;V·~ he 1',1,11'0, that p1':'t!T S110'1 


Their bl1.;inos, nsc t, C. \'V. )1:\ UllP, 


Can 'Hwe them from the facLJril'3 sent 

'\)o'-t an~' kind of llllpl"ment. 

Th:lt they m,)y I.cec1 to till thcir crop , 

11 t cost 'lllU cani tgc, fr ')ll the S~lOP" 


'·Sillce thi~ be tmp, my b'Hlcst frien'" 
I shull join th? Cruel', you m:ly c1ep{;nu ; 
·Work for the Exchange w;th llIigllL and JUlin, 
Anel s,o1 tl1rollgh it my stock 3nu grain. 
I will take their ' ~le]'cury.' roac1 it, too, 
Al!d show the boys what I can do." 
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'rh~ following is a list of the officers of the Texas 
Slate Alliance: 

_P re"ident-Evan Jone!', Dublin, Tex. 
Vic,", Presldent-T. M. Smith. 
Seeretal"y-H. G. Moore, Fort Worlh. 
'rreasurer-J. A. Landers. 
0haplain-Mr.11('Crorey. 
Leetur(,l'-R F. Rogerf'. 
Assi!ltant L~ctU1 e1'- r. 1. Moody. 
DoorkeepN'-T. Calloway. 
A!1sistant DoorkecTlcr-John Wol'bash. 
~ergeant-at-Arm"--L. D. Wright. 
EKecutivc Committee-B. J. Kendrick, Cbai;:m~n. 



TilE NatIonal Farmers' AllianC9 and Co-operati ..o 
Union (If' .A mel'icu. met in Tilgulul' l:Ie~sion at S!:lren'pOl't, 
Loui~iull9., Outober 12, 1887_ 

The follo'Ving officors were present: 
Prc"irlnnt-C. "V. 1IIacuno. 
EirMt Vine Prt'side>nt-J. A. TettR. 
Src()nd ViCfl Pn·,ident-G. B. PIckett. 
Third Vice PreRident-J. M. Perdue, 
SC(,l'otal'y-E B. W'u;rren. 
T,'('asurer-R. E. Bntler. 
L"etul'i'r-Ben Terr('ll. 
ASHiRlant L"cturer-B, F. Rogcrs. 
S ·1·!.iea.llt·a.t-A.rms-N~t Draug In. 

This wn<l the first rogl:lar IT'eoting of thc) _J"alional 
AlJill'lf't', and d deg:tt{'R "... 01'0 in at' end:\nce from 'r~'xas, 
IJoui~ia':1, Arkansnq, JJIi'l1-issippi, l\ris~Ollri, TOl1!.c see, 
.Abb:~ma, F 0[' da, K,mtu(;ky :Iud North Carolirla.. 

i'os It i" the primary obj"ct of this IIi,;t()rv to set 
forth 10 tt 0 world tIl(' true pl'incipl('s of the F:n';ncr1\' 
Alb.l I' lnl'nu;.rh its prarwr and authnr'zd {'XPOI t'lIts, 
we bcre 1"1'. sent (lUI' rl udor.. with 1he :tdul' 1\-< of' tho 
Hon. C. W. ~lucuT1e, Prcl'ident of the ~-atiOT1!l.l Alliunce, 
as deliver, d ut Shreveport: 

Brdhrcn of the Xat ·c.na! Farmers' .Wi,mce and Cc-rperatiL'e 
Lllir,)! of America: 

'fhiq i. IT'dC'ld fln :.u~pi('iou" oceaRion. It is ihe first 
~e~~;on of tt is body; and thii:! body is the fir"t orlran­
iz~·ion of the 1'('31 cotton rUlf'C1S en'!' HlUll!l:ltrato rl 011 a 
}.J:.:n rulcllbTNl to I\~Hit-t lho porI' mUll. It i~ a lim('\ in 
tho history of ('otton n&i;;in;r, when tlo price of that 
staple is I ot equal to the cost of produclIJg lt ThiR is 
a g:;tbrrir ~ ot representativo men fr( m Statel', men 
"ho rcprel::cnt the grcatest of all indus!} ies, ass! mblcd 
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here, not merely for the pleasures a.nd emoluments to be 
gained by theil' attendance, but I trust imbued with 
proper conceptions of the great respoDsibihty resting 
ujJon them, thoroughly alive to the conditions of the 
times, and firU'ly resolved to work out the proper and 
true Bolntioll of how to J'ejievl) the depres'led cf)Odition 
of agriculture in our beautiful Southland, and, when 
found, to "tand shoulder to shoulder in one solid phalanx 
till the effort iR o'owned with victory. 

As the firl't legislatIve body ever convened in the 
Order, you will have a great work to perform, and the 
future pro~perity of this great movement is, toerofo1'e, 
largf' ly in yonr bands. 

Your attention is called to the causes that combined, 
creatod tho neeessity for this organizB,~ion. The plan on 
which organi7.3.tion has beA)'l cffecled, compri;ing the 
orp;auic law of the Order, bnth written and unwritten, 
aud tbe obj eets and conditions it is expl.1cted to achieve, 
in tbe evwlt that succeRR aUel1Ufl tho effort. The laws 
to be m!l(le by this bodv will be ~t:l,llltory <lod will be 

whasp-ii upon and exphtnat'lry of the or;..:anic b ; t'1ey 
:-;hOll'(\ be IH'olPpterl hy the o{'(! ~sitlC!\ tb.tt gave riRe to 
tb' e;,i '011(>0 (,f tho Ordcl', and (1:(f'('utpd WIth :1 spirit 
(1' r\eV0lion to tbe ohjeets W(' I'll'!\: t', :w'lieve, buunded 
on'? b/ the- ll!nit of j){l-~ihi ity.

Ill" G";',ir, in hl~ Hi-te,'·v (,f the ;Uli· Clce in T~'x:ls, 
i":l,,\:-; tLat It was "I~rtcu f'()Il;~,vh('r\} I.et\\<,('n 11.1TO and 
IST\ in IJ'1,mp~l"as conn1y. hy c'. 1111 111 bl')' . r fu'mur,.; who 
u!-sn(:,!ltNI them..cln)!i t.)~etl)(\l' i.\ ;J. dPi\)'1~ivc l..a!!;lH', to 
re.siRt thn enCt'o~chmenr,j of bn<'l ~h'n' ;l~. who PI' 'posed 
to rob them of thl'ir hOl1l'''''' Tbu hi~tol'Y of tho mo,O 
from it" ineeption u;') to 18S(; wa<; not al tl'nol'u with 
Dlll{)h inte-e:t. It lurl grown br Aug 1St, IS,,5, to tLo 
number ot abont 700 subon1inato All it'TIce1', and h:ld 
{)ha\lgerl. it" flbjectR and worhinF':" u>'1til they resemble 
very clof\olv 11lOse of the present. ~'I'om AU,!1;u"t, 1885, 
to August, 1880,:1 mo;;t )11'o(Eginus growth W;tST.'c')r.!ed; 
the increase was about 3000 ::5ub-Alliance;;. Among the 
l' eu,,~ms for this l':l.pid growth, and probably one or the 
m'1st potent. Wa'l tho fd.ct that all OLh,)l' occnpations 
wero either organized or wer..: rupidly organizing, and 
the fUl'ming interest was UO I.hle to cope with them with­
out organization, therefore tho nccessity fvr organiza­
tion fur self-defense. Ag!l.i n, the results of combination 
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ha.d reduced the price of aU products the farmer had to 
sell to sucll an extent that in many cases they would 
pot pay hirelings' wages to tile one who produced them,. 
aDd were really grown at a loss. The rule was, that 3. 

year spent in tile most vigorous labor and rigid economy 
would with good managament yield a bare subsistence 
and in many cases it yielded less, aDd would finally 
result in a surrender of the farm to the mortgag-ee mer­
chant and the addition of one more family to the army
of renters. 

It seemed to he an admitted fact that organization 
was the only hope of the farmer, and aR the Alliaoco , was presented as strictly a f",rmers' organization its. 

n t·anks were rapidly fi [jed with all those who fel t diAposed
o to unite and r esist the oncl·oachments of other organiza ­
l, 	 tions, and who realized that it required organiz'l.Lion to 

meet organized p .)wer. Suuh Ihrge number~ j oiniob' a 
secret organization in AO short a time rendered proper 
in Atr uctions as 10 the priDCIples and objects of the Order 
ImpoEsiblo j contwquently, many jt)lDcd who Were not as 

o well posted as they /lh.,uld h'we beon, and Vu"t diil'er­it ences wero ent('rtai cd:1" ttl the policy 1.0 bo puroued in
ed orde,· to accomplih \\ ith spec:.! and cortainty tLo objects

of the Ort: or. 

s, 
 Some contendpd t f at 11lo only hope was in the ballot ,n ..:! 

ho hox, and thnt unitpd ])f)litie:tl a('.• iOIl wu~ the only '~-uy 
for thc Alliance ever to vl'com}dish fonyth:,;.!' j othcl't>

to realizing the dang!'r to .dmprit.vl imltituuoll". by the,cd introduction of a Rec,·ct l'ltllti('al p:~rty, cantelldl'Q That 
we mU!'lt eschew politic~ ultng~,thel', and that the .AlIi­
un(;o wus a social I.lld bene\,ol t'nt I)l'g'miz:ttion, <':'llcal:ned 
to make a man a better farmer and u bcttn- neigh U,J•• 

Others had different COlIl'eptiOI1s-some tht,t It would 
make all fitrmcrs' boys orator .. j some that it would s:op 
horse stealing j ~ome that it would make all ItS member.; 
truthful and honest; and the contention between the 
different factions was bpginnillg to assume alarming 
proportion", a'3 a family qu tlTel, when the c",lled s~ssi(ln 
of th e Farmers' S tate Alli ance of T exas was held \n the 
city of Wa<::o in January Jast. One obj ect of that calteJ 
meeting Was to devise some pl an of oxtendi ng th e "-:'rk 
into other Stutes. The Louisiana State U ulOn, w I. (:11 
had mot just prior to that tilLe, bad elected and s(o,' I .? 
that meeting a de!ega:e t~ eli-opcrate with t;'<.J ~ •• , e 

, 
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Alliance of Texas in the extension of the work. It was 
there shown that there was already in existence an 
.0rganizatlOn in the Northwestern States calling itself the 
National Farmers' Allia:nce, but that It was a very loose 
Drganization and waS non-secret; that the door to mem­
bel ship was too wide for it to meet the wants of the 

times in the South.It was the prevailing sentimeut that none bilt those 
roost interested in farming should ever be admitted. It 
wa!:l, after a full investigation, decided that the organiza­
11on, as it existed in Texas and the other States of the 
South to whivh it had spread from and by tbe authority 
("If the Texas Alliance, could accomplish nothing by 
joining the National Farmers' Alliance of the North­
west, and in view of the 1act that the cotton belt of 
America waS a circumscl'lbed country, there was a 
necessity for a National of those residing in the cotton 
belt, to the end that the whole world of cot';,on·l·a,isers 
might be united for 8elf~protection. This was a grand 

" conception, and one susceptible of results beyond our 
expectations. It w:~s, thereforc, decided to crganize, in 
connection with Louisiana, a Nfttional "Farmers' Alliance 
nnd Co-operadve Union of America; to muk5 it a 
btl'Ong national order, with tho one great battle cry of 
-co-operati.on as the uuiversal principal upon which aU 
could unite ; co-operation in its bro!Ldest Rense; that is, 
that we will assist one another, tllat we will stand shoul­
ci er to shoulder in bearing the crOS'3e" and burdens of 
life, that we will inte1hgently pult togethE'r in every­
thing, in buymg and s(lllin~, in "pt'oducing aud consuming. 
'rhere is a neceslSity for enlightened co-operation in 
cvery\,hiog, leaving local issue:; for local or State Alli­

aucesTheto necessitysettle. for the extension of tho work lay in 
thc fact that ether States wero in as bad a condition as 
'fexas and Louilliana, and that l1R the interests of the 
cotton producer were identical) and the evils from which 
they werp. 8uffet'ing generally, the greatest good could 
not be effected without uniting tbe whole cotton belt. 
It was necessary to .he local business experiments 
already commenced that they be made general, and be 
-pn.rticipated in by all of our class in order that they 
prove a gt'eater success. Single towns or counties could 
not inaugurate a move that would affect the cotton 
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'business much, and a whole State could not accomplish 
as much acting alone as it could in conjunction with the 
other. ten. It will be s~e~ then tha~ in the organization 
·of thIS ~atIon.al aSSocIatIOn the obJ ect was to organize 
the agrICulturIst of the cotton belt for business pur­
poses, and that purpose has been carrIed out and has 
been found to give sufficient scope to the ability of all 
'and that the d~ssensions spoke~ .of in the early history 
of the O~'der, I.n regard to POhLlCS and other subj ects, 
-have entIrely dIed ?ut and glve~ place to an enlightened 
·effort to accomplish sometlilDg grand - a business 
organization. 

If we look back through the history of this and other 
countries we will see that some branche8 of industry 
have al ways been knocking at the doors of legislatIOn, 
and when weak begging for class laws that would assist 
theIr business efforts; if they were strong they would 
either demand or buy such favors, but in either case 
they have too otten been succes9ful. It is proverbial 
that the other two great classes of produc:tion, the man­
ufacturing and the commercial, which includes railroads 
and transportation lines, have been Jargely built up to 
their presont condItion of wealth and prosperity by 
government favors and assistance. Now, if thIS be true, 
~t who~e expense has tho government done this, as there 
are only three classes of producers? It must eviderltly 
have been at the expense of the thIrd class, which is the 
.great agricultural. The agricultural . 'ass, thell, has not 
only received no government favors, [11,t bas been bled 
to enrich other classes. This is noViT j !lily realized, and 
is productive of a determination on the part of our 
people to submit to such wrongR no longer. 

But in spite of the necessity for action, many of them 
realize, Md those who do not should be taught a lesson 
by those who havo been successful in procuring favor­
able legislation. They do not orgaOlze a new political 
party to c:ury out their plans-they call upon the gov­
ernment to correct the evils or provide protection, as 
the case may boo It is realizJd that class legislation is 
a great evil, because it builds up two classes at the ex­
pense of the third. Then either let the third class be 
the recipient or do away with clas8 legislation. If a 
-party was organized for that purpose the pal'ty would 
·die when that purpose was accomplished. Unde\' our 
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system of government we should not resort to a new 
politieal movement to carry out every I'eform necessa1'Y' 
We have the two great nrinciples and conceptions of" 
the g"nius of our institutions as contended for by John 
Ad!.l.IDS and Thomas Jefferson, n.s no baRitl foJ' a. divisiOn 
into two great political pn.rLies that should suffice. Let 
everyone carry his ideas of reform to the p,\1"ty to 
which he belongs from principle; and as the "g,·icult.Ul'­
1St comprises a large mlljority of bll the \otl'1"" he will 
necessarily comprise a IDlljority in ('ncb party; but his· 

greatest influence in politics call be brough t to bl'sr not 

at the bUE-tings, hut in the halls of It glslat iC)TI, by the­

p1'Opcr and judicious exercise of the l'i~h1. (If petition. 

Thero they stOP forward n.s AlliaDco men strollg and 

united , and demand that tho governm'mt l'edl'~;:s wrongs 

committed by ii, but in -partisan politics tilP mflmbers of 
01 l' I) del' ~ hould partici pute not as All III n~e mell, but 
u (' tz~ns , because polities i" fot· the ci tihpn~ . 

Let the Alliance be :1 busil!e~s orp;nnizat' In f0r basi­
T (':;R I)nrpn~(!", and us such TJCCe~fl:H'Jl v ~I (' ('I. 311'1 as 
se('r.t 111 C\:~!'larily ntri~tly non-pfllitic:n1. '1'h ... iR Rf'mo­
what o~' :t dit::1'e:;~ion, but is m'llie ;n ol'd 'J t I I' 0,.... the 
i llcas t: '11:;1'0;) 01 tertu.ined <It !f'c tim" , - X, ion!ll 
:l!-\~O(,j ltllln was Jaun"hed f lth 0 t t '0 ~l tL • t ,I' ri ['ont 
Uti a bn·j C'i" orgclo:z: tion of th f: rm('t"s (f '!l; c tton 
bit. 'fhc pln.n 0" which org.·ll z ·ti ;). b s b :. if, dod 
i f! 10 somt} (;:~'ent new, :lnd Wh111 it. p"I, ", (' ,tains 
nf\thn g (Irjgill~tl, it is C':xpol'in1 { r t·1, \1 t]~ j (~ TrlblnCS 
th(I fl'll'IlT'l s of "cveral diffel'ont :-;~'!;t( ms. H r ~ .1 sC'\t'et 
org:l'liz Itinn , it is Df'CCI'Sa1 jly to !' ml> (, !. 1 il. • the 
j nt ,I.r .,r all SC('ret Ol'ganiz'lti Hit', m"p:l (. ! ~l if' 'onn, 
but being a chartered assocIation, undo' tl·e i IW, of .IlU' 

country, fot' busiuess purposes, und bei"/!: e ,n HISI'd of 
a pcopk wh0 !ire f~LmiJlur with :Lnd dl'\01.O' ,n' j'epub­
li e.ln fonT. (·f governrol:'nt, it:; writton 1-1w i" 11 c'" f.)1'm­
ity to that system. You will, thl'1'l f.)1'o. 11 I d lit the 
c.)n"tl'ltc1ion of a code of statutory b ·v th at \'ou must 
provide for a n embel'sb ip who oecupy !l dll 1 r ..htion 
to the Order-that i<:, the Constitllt1011 is th(~ written 
organic Jaw, and outlinetl a ropublican f"rna (If govern­
ment. The secret work is the unwritten 01'!.!;:tnic law, 
and IS co-ordinate with the wl'itten and outline., a limited 
monarchy. By keeping tl1e813 ideas in vil:'w you will 
avoid confusion, and will find quostions of law much 
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easier of solution. It is a great plensure to be ahle to 
-congratulate you on the rapid extension of the work 
undel' the plan outlined. There al'e now State organiza­
tions in nine States, and in many States the work is pro­
gre"~ing in a very satisfactory manner, as the report of 
the Sncretary will shf'w. 

The Tlj,~n of organization Reems to m{'et the necos­
sities, with perhaps a few modifications. TherA nppeal's 
to be no prominent defer-tS.In the plan as a N:l. ional 
enterpl'i:-;e, and fl.'! completc .i !uisciiction is surrendcrl'd 
to the !-\ ato Alliances when (lrganized, it rrHts with 
them to make IftWol to meet local conditions. 'IhpJ'e is a 
featul'c of the Alliance tbat il; very impol'tant, and ha;! 
always beeu a part of the unwI'itten work, th<tt it m1gbt 
pel'hnps be well to introduce some laws and regulations 
in th(~ written work, in ordet' that it may be more 
univer.;ally understood-tbat is tho trade system and 
the co·operative efforts being made to act in harmf)ny 
in the Sa e of prodllctR and purchase of commodities. 
0n the HI'Cf'eS" of this fuatul'o much of the pro~p(Jrity of 
the Oro'T d<'pends; hence, some ge·ncral JaW6 and rec­
ommendu'ioDr-; r:>hould be in print, in plain and ea~y to 
be undcr~tnod lan~nagE', so that all mny understand and 
tend towards one and the 8:tmtl ol>ject. 

Much might be sflid as to the future of this gr<>at 
movem.\nt, :Llld still it is all expl'essed in the Single 
sent<'II('E', t, There is DO limit to the possibilities." How­
ever, I call your attenti,)n to thc fact that our peoplE', 
owing to money pressure, and the fact that cotton is our 
great money crop, are disposed to rely too much on it, 
and purchase many things that should be produced at 
home; therrf01'<', tbis body should strongly recommend 
more diversity of farming, to the end that our people 
becomfl )Jlore self-sustaining and, therefore, less d('pt>nd­
ent. State Allianco~ should be called upon to take steps 
to al'si~t their members in procuring the facilities for 
divenifying tbeir products and to assist the~ in the f'~le 
of th('il' surplus' and, furthor, tbese :States ra1;;0 
7,500 000 bales of ~otton yearly; a little over two-thi~dR 
of this enormous crop is sold in Europe, and the pl'lce 
not only for that, but for all that is used in America, is 
fixed in Great Britain, and yet our governm.ent does not 
allow one yard tlf cotton cloth imp')rted WIthout a tax 
of about 60 per cent. of its value. This enables American 
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spinners to undersell the British looms and prevents the 

importation of British cloth, but does not prEvent 

British "'pinners from discriminating" a/!alllst American 

cotton in every conceivable m:lDner, and in constantly 

crowding the price of thp staple down so as to enablo them­

to compete with the American spinner. Th., c(\Tldition 

Rimply lS that the British ~pinner fixe!'. the price on 

every pound of cotton ra~sed, and tho effect of our law 

is to make him virtually interested in I'educing the pl·jce 

of our cotton. Were it not for this tariff law aiscrimin­
ation aga1n!'.t him by an ad valorem tax he would as soon 
see cotton high as low, and would perhaps prefer it high. 
Our people occupy the ridiculous position nf not only 
paying the New England spinner about 50 per cent. 
more for the cotton cloth thHn it is worth, bllt they, by 
submitting to that law, allow conditions that very 
naturally reduce the price of every pound of cotton 
they raise. 

It is not claimed that as cotton planterI' and Alliance 
men we should demand the abolition of all turiff-that 
would not be our province- in that capacity We mar 
do that as citizen!', if we choose, but as cotton raisers 
aud an Alliance business organization we have a right 
to demand 1he correction of evil~ that afflict and Fap the 
very life blood from our business. Merchcmts, baukel's, 
insurance men and all others do the same. But in so 
doing we should bfl careful that we do not inflict wrougs 
on others or on other interests. ~ 

It is claimed by many intelligent and hone!'.t thi.nkers 
tbat if we reduce the tariff on maTlufac1Urcd cotton 
goods we would ruin American manufacturiug; and we 
might with pr(lpriety reply, which is tbe mORt essential, 
thut the few.A merican factories keep on paying a divi­
dend of fr(lm 20 to 45 per ceni.• and that 1he many 
farmers become tenant~. serfs alld slaves, or that the 
mauufacturer be placed on a level witb the ngriculturist, 
and that each be allowed tbe fruits of his own labor and 
a fair interl'st on the money invested? But our orject 
is not to show the effect tbat a reduction of the cotton 

./!ariff would have on the mills. In the first place, there 
/ is no surplus of cotton raised in the world, snd this is 

pro.en by the fact that there is no accumulation of it. 
Now it is that t.he old doctrine of price being regulated 
by demand and supply holds good in this instance, but 
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in a country where every seventh person is either I\. 

pauper or is the recipient of public charity in some, 
tihape the demand is very materially modified by the. / 
~bllity to purchase; and that whenever tho ability to· , 
purchase is enhanced the demand will be very materially, 
increased. 

Now, if by reducing the tariff English cotton goods 
were introduced "heapeI', goods would increase, the abil­
ity to purcha!\e and the increased demand would act upon 
the limited cotton supply hy increasing the price of the 
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raw cotton, which would in turn again raise the price of 
cloth to its present price, or perhaps higher, and still 
keep IIp the increased ability to purchase by the in­
creased amount of money put in circulation by the cotton 
producer, who would be receiving an increased pI'ico 
for his cotton. Therefore, the result would be not to 
lessen the price of cotton goods, but to increase tho price 
of raw cotton; and, it is held, that the increased de­

ce 
at 
Iloy 
lrs 
'ht 
:he 
)'8, 

so 
Jgs 

mand, as far as justice is necess&ry, compensate tho 
mills for the loss of profit. 

In conclusion, it is hereby recommended that 1hi~ 
body formulate somo plan of univerF3.1 co·operation 
among our peopltl, whereby each sub, county and State 
Alliance sball have an agent, and that the Nfltional agent 
be chairman of a board composed of tho different State 
agents, and tbat a system be established for conductin!!; 
l.he production and disposition of the cotton crop. Such 
a board ' could havo accurate and rehable information 
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i:lvery month as to the condition of the crop in every 
llleighborhood in the eleven S0uthern States. They 
{)ould negotiate and consummato arrangements tending 
to an increased pricC'; and should all negotiations prove 
of nOD-l'ffl'ct, they could adopt a graduated scal~ ~or ~he 
reduction of tbe cotton crop, which .would be an IDJUs~ICe 
to Done. This plan is simply offered as a 8ugge~tlOn, 
and it is hoped that something of this character will_be 
~dopted. 

f'ject 
,tton 
.here 
lis is 
of it. 
Jated 
~, but 
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S. R. ERWIN, Pl'esideTlt, and H. C. Brown, Secretal'Y 
'fIf the State Wheel of Kentucky, and J. H. McDowell, 
Secretary, and Alf. E. Gllrdiner, Treusurer of the 
:Kstional Wheel, were introduced and initiated and 
granted tho privilege of pat-ticipMing in this meeting. 

The Southern Mercury was indorsed as ~he official 
joul'UaJ of the National Alliance, and steps were taken 
looking to the establishment of a .N :1tional Printing 
Rouse. 

'l 'he Committee on Co·operation made a report, set­
ting forth at length the details of a -plan for perfecting 
aNn.tional Excbange and Business Agency, for the pur­
no!<c of hllving and selling commodlti e ... which will soon 
}te carried into effect and a permanent National business 
ugellcy t!btal.Jl lshed. 

We have, in another part of this History, -presonted 
the reador with the original (, Decli.Ll"ation of Purposes" 
under which Alliance No.1 was institut ed, and we now 
give the" DeclaratIOn of Purposes" of the N 3.tiooal 
Farmers' Alliance I).nd Co-operative Union of America, 
as adopted by this body: 

j)cc/arrdioll of Purposes 0/ the Fanners' ~l11iallce 
({ Ild Co-operatil'e [filion 0/ ."1. merica. 

PREAMBLE. 
WHEREAS, The wealth, strellgth and permanency of 

.:­ a government d(!pends mainly on the prol!peritv and 
SllCC~SS of its agriculture and labor, and in these being 
kept in a healthy state, lies a vigorous germ of all true 
patriotism, and that pure and elevated moral public seD­
timent necessary to vitalize and keep in active operation 
the principles and teachmgs that alone will preserve and 
perpetuate republican Institutions and the blessings of 
human liberty; and, 
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WHEREAS, One of the prime obj ects of good Kovern­
ment sboulrl be to promote the intelligence, loyalty and 
conservatism of its- citizEns, and afford them the higbcRt 
possible facilities for securing and enj()ying tho full 
measure of' hbl'"ty, prosperity and happiness j and, 

WUEREAS, Viewing with alarm the tendency in tbis 
govbrnment to reve"se these cardinal condltiow,-a re­
publican form of government and a freo and l)l'osperous 
people-by the (:oneentration of its wealth find power in 
tbo hands of the few, to tbe impovel-ishmeut and b0l1d­
age of the many, aud the rapid growth of contralization 
and at'iSt<1Cl'IICY j and, 

Wm;REAs, BelievinK that if these baneful influences 
and tendonoiC's are not checked anci overcome tbey will 
subvert the government, destroy its form :.lDd !'plrit, and 
in tho') end utterly impoverish and cnslavo tho people j
and, 

WUEREAS, B elieving further, that the overthrow and 
cortain dpslrnclion of the growing and menacing dangel's 
to the in81i\utions of the country and the liberties of 
the people dt'pend" on ngitation, education and co-opera­
tion, carried on by the means of thoroogb organization 
of the m:lS~"s, and esper.ially of tho agricultural and 
laboring ('Ia~ses, estahlished on just and c H-rect princi­
plet, no"-pal'li~an and non-Rectarian in character, with 
clear and well-defincd objects and purp'Jses; therefore, 
we, the Farmers' AlJi..mce and Co-operative Union of 
America, In national convtlntion nssembled, i.n order 
bottel' to perfect 0Ul' organization and meet the necessi­
ties of our cl:lSS and a pllblic want, adopt and pub. llli~sh 
tbe following Declaration of Purposes: ~ 

EDUCATION. 

Regarding the education of the prople as fundamental 
io good g'lvernment in sustaining its institutions an~ 
mUltiplyi ng its blessings, as well as an essential qualI­
fication fOl' accomp1ishinl( our purposes, we shall at, all 
times advance and encour:we it in the highest posslble 
degree among farmers anl'laborers and their children 
by every means in our power. Through the mea~s of 
investiga.tion and discussion in our Alliance meetm,gs, 
OUr press and public speakers, we pt'opose t? ex:amme 
the various methods and systems of educatIOn In use, 
-with the view to determine the best adoptod to the wants 
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and conditions of the ag,'icultural a~d laboring classes, 
believing the correct theory, when establIshed, will 
embrace tho moral, physical and industrial, as weH as 
mental training of our childrAn in every grade of schools; 
that this system will strengthen the attachment of these 
clus3es to their professio..l instead of alienating tnem 
from iL, as the prevailing mothods has a tendency to do; 
that it will better qualify them for success and happi­
ne~s ill life; will render the farm and shop more attrac­
tive and rtlmunerative; give the means and time for 
more goneral thou~ht and useful study; Increase the 
opportunity and inclination to adorn the home and 
practice the social virtues; broaden the sphere of their 
knowledge and utle[.llness, and give character and in­
fluence to husbandry and labor; and for these reasons 
we are specially friendly to industrial education, and 
shall labor to advance and build up the agricultural and 
mechaUlcal schools of the country by extending them 
every possibltl ei1couragem~nt and support at our 
c:>mmand. 

HUSINESS MATTERS. 
,/ 

In business matters we believe the prevailing system 
is in many particulars wrong, and that between the 
producer and COIlsumer, the buyer and seller, the 
methods should be Changed, the process shortened and 
the expenses reduced, and plans adopted that WIll more 
justly and satisfactorily distribute profits and give to 
labor a fair share of its earnings. We believe that in 
co-operation a remedy may be found for most of the 
evils and ineqnalities growing out of tho methods now 
in general use; that in co-operation exiEts, as we beheve, 
tho very el:1sence of justice, faimess and equity; that 
when well understood and closely observed, its vrinci­
pIes, by intelligent and honest management, m:ty be 
successfully applied to mORt, if not all, the business pur­
suits and enterprises of the country; that it possesses 
the elementary forces for Rolving the vexed question of 
capital and labor, and for breaking the power of 
monopoly; flond, hence, we shall urge the study and 
practice ot co-operation in the Alliance as a might~ever 
that would lift the burdens and weight from labdr and 
the productIve industries of the country that are lying 
with such crusLing force upon them, and by which the 
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possibilities of the Alliance for carrying out its good 
work may be increased and strengthened. / 

POLITICAL MATTERS. 

Without disturbing political pa.rty lines or party 
affiliations, 01' provoking partisan feelings 01' strife we 
shall boldly enter iDto the discussion and investiO"~tion 
of all laws, public measures, and governmental p~licies­
tbat have a direct or remote bearing on the productive 
indnstrles of the country and its material welfare gen­
erally; approving the good and condemning the bad, 
offering through the ballot and other means in our reach 
such remedies tor existing evils v.od threatening dangers 
as we believe the public interest demands. 

We shall teach unfaltering ho"tility to all class legis­
lation, the tyranny and oppressIOn of monopoly, 
excessive taxation, the laVish expenditure of public 
moneys, and to every species of wrong and abuses prac­
ticl:ld in government affairs, and bhall denounce and 
expose fraud and corruption in public official places, 
whenever discovered, no matter ·from what source they 
may come. 

We shall encourage and strive to mcrease the facilities 
among ourselves for a closer study and better under­
standmg of the organisms, powers and purposes of 
government; more attention to the laws of the country, 
local and general, the better to uuderstand their scope 
and meanlDg, their influence on society and the public 
good, and thus educate ourselves in the Sf,jOTlCe of 
economic:J.1 government, elevate the standard of citizen­
ship, and qualify ourselves, without bias, to judge cor­
rectly of tbe merits of eandidales for ottice, their 
efficiency after elected, and then to coopemte with them 
m the execution of the law! that it may be respected, 
order maintained and society improved. 

IN GENERAL.• 

We shall discourage law-suits and litigation between 
members of the Order, ~nd shall teach and insist that 
all differences and misunderstandings should be settled 
and adju~ted by arbitration in the Alliance j and i~ gen­
eral we shall strive to cement our brotherhood JU the­
closest bonds of a common interest, and perpetuate our 
Order by frequently meeting together on all matters 
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that relate to our mental, moral, social and financial 
interest, and to educate, traIn and discipline ou,rselve~ 
to work together in carrying out the laudable objects of 
our Order. 

We shall teach and strive to induce our membership 
to act upon the important truth that no great under­
taking and reform like the Alliance movement can be 
successful without a clear understandipg of its pl'ir,ciples, 
purpORt'S and plans, and an carnest and intelligent de­
votion to the cause j that harmony of feeling :1nd aetion, 
coupled with a pelsistcnt cffurt, ba"ed upon the great 
central thought or f'nndam<>ntal idea, that in things 
essential thete f'houk! be unity, and in all thing'l charitv 
and brotherly kindness to one another, and good will to 
all mankind, are necessary to insUl'e strength, influence 
and final triumph to our ('ause; that the evils of which 
we complain and the conditiou wo would improve are 
thc growth of many yeur~, aided la" gely by ela-s legis­
lation, and that it will require bold dforts and IOl'g and 
continuous stl'uggles to change and better them j that it 
must be accompli-hed largely through a change of public 
sentiment, produced by agitation, that will arouse and 
enlighten the masseI"', and tbat thOEo who desire and 
inter,d to aid in the glorious work must en,iRt ~n the war. 

'We ~hall constantly strive to supprc!>s personal, II,cal, 
sectional and national prejudices j all unhealthful rivalry 
and all selfiilh ambItion, and teach that, as citizens of 
one government, we bbould focI a common interest in its 
affairs, and that our pa.tL'iotiRm and good 'Vill for one 
another sh,ould not he measured by f'ections or geograph­
icallines to suit the I,>urpo~es of politician". 

By our frequent meetings we corfidcntly believe we , 
shall be able to break up the isolatt-d habits of farmers, 
improve their social condition, inel'ease their social 
pleasures, and strengthen their confidence in and friend­
ship for each other. 

We propose to make the study and Improvement of 
practical agl'iculture in all its branches a part of the 
Alliance mir;sion, that its standard may be raised its 
profits iucrcased and its followers made more prosper­
ous and contented. 

W e ~hall encourage more diver~!ty of farming j the 
productIOn of less cotton, more gram and meat; selling 
less raw material and more in manufactured articles. 



77 

f 

e. 
I, 

.1 
,-

Ie 
g 

THE NATIONAL ALLIANCE AT SHREVEPORT. 

In OUt' meetLngs and through our press we shall dis­
cuss and examine into the beRt and most approved 
methods of farming j 111e preparation of the soil; pln,nt­
ing, cultivation, harvesting, haudling and marketing of 
crops and farm and agricultur~l products generally; 
also the raising of live Rtock, dairying, fruit gl'ov,ing, 
gardening, etc j and, in short, every branch of agricul­
ture that goes to make up the full line of farm life and 
render it pleasant and plofitable. 

Tbl'ough OUl' organization we shall endea.or to fur­
nish facilities f. r and shall cneourage the srudy ofthe laws 
of' bURiness and trude, the best methods for buying and 
selling, and the tnHlsaetio n of all kinds of business it 
may be fouod d{'sir.~b l e for farmers and In.borers to 
cngage In, and under all circumstances shall discourage 
the CT'l' dit RV!'tem, 

We pJ'oj;ose to att.end tn our own business affairs in 
our own way, Ilnd m,t1m no fight against any lcgilimat(} 
business, but Rb'lll OpPf)se methods found to be cont rury 
to justice and <'qUlty . 

.8, Ii yjng that u. stIi(,t oh~clTance and pr:1<:!tice of 
the fl1L':lchi '.!!;':', prir ('ip 0'1 and Pltll)(\>'cS will i,8ure our 
i'i I(C S". WI' "ulJmit nul' C:llll'U tI) a fllir ::.,orl impartial 
puhlic, invuklT,g the blessillg 0[' hea.von upon OUI' under­
takil g. 

It ig thns Re('n 1.h,·t tho fOllnden; of the Alll:1nC'{', liko 
the mon n-bo as~cmbl,.d in e 'Ilventioll in ·Philadelpbi:.tin 
IT8T, :\'1'1 arter a ~e" jfln I)f neul'ly tbroe montbR ~'lve to 
us that immortal Con-tl'utlon. nodcl' wh( so guidance we 
havo become the most l'0lYelf.Jln:ttion in lhe world, in 
tbl'ir ()1' gi'lal "Dcc;amtion of Purros'JS," at Poolville', 
fram('d In, lllf'l1rllment whidl has stood like the" Hock 
of A~esJJ amidst :.Ill. tbe ,.xp!!llding and f,n'· reacbing 
gro vtb of the Alliance, the guid e-post by the way side 
to which the weary t.'avelet' could look with hope and 
see 1hat the end of J,is joul'ne,· was Dot af"r off. 

We have now examtned thc organization alld traced 
it:, history and ~I'owth from its origin in 18T9 1.0 the 
prese nt time. l·s hlstorv ha~ been remarkable in the 
past, and no one can s:lft'ly predict the future. The 
growth of the OI'der during the pa:st yeur has oeeH 
almos unprecc:lented. All the organizers in their 
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respective fields report the people ready for the work, 
and there is a demand for organizers in every Southern 
and Western State. " But a mere handful in 1880, it IS 

now a vast army stretching over the entire South, with 
a well arrang~d and satisfactory system of government, 
with definite and honestly avowed claims, and ample 
means of attaining its ends; and it is increasing by 
thousands every week." It is certainly de5tined at no 
.distant dd.y to embrace the entire agricultural community 
{)f America. The fd.rming classes have revived under 
its operations, from the fact that it furnishes them ample 
means of protectIon and encourages them to hope for a 
~reaLer degree of prosperity and happiness, making 
them better and more prosperous farmers. Every farmer 
in the land should work for its success, fur -if it 
should accomplish its objects it will benefit aU classes. 
When it shall have broken the power of organized greed 
and secured to the farmer the true reward of his labor, 
its results will be the bettering of the financial condition 
of the entire community. We do Bot expect to see this 
done in a day or a year, but that this will be accomplished 
we fit'mly believe, We must not expect to achieve too 
much before we have time to educate, or to accomplish 
the objects ot our Order too soon. 

Tho Aliiauce is confronted with many great problems 
that will require wise leadership and individual intelli­
gence among the members. Our principles are correct, 
and if we, as an orr er, accomplish what we give promise 
of doing we will have great cause to rejoice, but should 
we make mistakes and become in the end dismembered 
it will be attributed to bad company and selfisb, ambi­
tious leaders. So long as our actions as an organization 
-are controlled by wisdom, combtned with human justice, 
we will, as an order, have the approval of the larger 
portion of the people not memhers of our associatIOn, 
and lose nothing but fools and demagogues. We Ehould 
remember, as an institution, that we are quite YClunf!', 
and as our Order is ad vandog we are opening new fields 
for that thought and continually presenting ideas new to 
the world; we must not go too fast for public opimon, 
but found ourselves in every case 1D our onward march 
upon the common sense of the community. As true 
Alliance advocates we should never so forget the noble 
work of our Order, in our enthusiasm to advance the 
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cause, as to appeal to the prejudices or paRsions of any 
class; but let us appeal to the jUdgment of men as to 
the justice of our cause, and to them present the true 
prinClples and virtues of our grand institution in the 
sunlight of human intelligence. AR we are asking for 
j U8~lCe we should always be ready to render justice to 
sOCIety. 

The farmers possess a power by which they can make 
their wishes respected, and it lS the duty of the Farmers' 
Alliance to guide this power aright, in those channels 
that will benefit the entIre country. " That this work 
can be accomplished without opposition we cannot hope." 
Elements of opposition have arrayed themselves against 
it from its earliest organization. Corporate wealth, in 
the shape of railroad monopoly, 1arifi' monopoly, land 
monopoly and money monopoly, will use their corrupt 
influence, through their handmaids, the politicians, to 
seek to check its growth and prosperity in the future as 
they have in the past, whose vast gains are directly 
endangered by the co-operative feature of the AllIance. 
"All these are itA natural and bitter enemies, and they 
will seek by every means whlCh they can employ 0-1' 
their ingenuity can devise to weaken and disorganize 
and prevent the achievement of its great work." "A 
t(reater portion of the press of this country is in sympa­
thy with ~he opposition, will take up their cause and 
endeavor to discredit the Alliance in the eyes of the 
public." "The opposition which the Alliance must 
encounter has as yet scarcely begun." "The rapid and 
astonishing growth of the Order has taken its enemies 
so entirely by surprise that they have not yet recovered 
sufficiently to organize their opposition, but as aEsuredly 
liS it came to the Grange." So it will likewise come 
against the Alhance with aU the fury of its power; but 
let the members be steadfast in their purposes and above 
all let them patronize the offiClal journals of the Alliance 
in the different States, whlCh will enlighten them in 
their duties and relationship to eaeh other, and keev 
them intormed in regarg. to the hnes of the enemy's 
:l.ttack. Appreciate, read and circulate among the ml'm­
bel'S Alliance literature-then shall she live in the zenith 
of her glory with all the beauty and grandeur of an 
organized society, giving light and intelligence to the 
agricultural world. " The very life, the very existence 
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of the Order depends upon the unity of action of its 
officers and memberOl. Such outside support and in­
fluence as it needs it will quick be obtained when the 
people see, as they soon will when the fight is fail'ly 
opened, that the Farmers' Alliance is truly battling for 
the rights of the whole people as well as those ot the 
farmers." "This movement ha'l the good of the nation 
at heart, and its aim ill to b'Ol just and generous in the 
exercise of its powers." 

The following are the demands of the National 
Farmers' Alliance upon Congress: 

Resolved, 'That we, the National Farmers' Alliance 

and Co-operative 1:'nion of America. in convention as­

sembled, advocate and indo1'8e the following principles 

as in a,coord with the sentimems and demands of the 

tillers f,f the soil: 


1. We demand, first, the recog ni tion, by incf)1'p')fa­
tion, of tl':vles unions, co-operative stores and such other 
a~lIoci:lt ions a., maT be organized by the ind us triu.l 
classes to improve their fj·ot.ncial condition 01' pl'ODlote 
thoir g,n, el'al welfare. 

2. IN" dem:lfld thnt nil tho p1l1J~i(' J::lnd~ he' hold in 
smnH ho'lie'1. llnt exceedIng 3:30 acres t,) c::wh l"ll'eha~el', 
fur :ll"'tn ..11 I"e tl"r1', OTt eu,RY tel' n~ of l):1),Olf'.lIt. 

H. That l;n'..:e b.)dil's "r lllflri held I.y ))1'ivute individ­
'.laiR OJ' corp'wat'or,g ~hall he a~~e":;c(! fLIt, tax:tthn at 
such )"It,)::! a" tlll'Y ~tre oit'.n'ed lO TlIlI·,·h.t,\pl". on el'edit of 
one, two and three yeur;;, .in b)(lies of 1(;0 acret! or 
les~-

-1. That, where:J.3, bre!) hodi,'s of (jill' pllbli,: lands 
have heen I'old to for"jgn cJpilali..;t", th'I'I tendiog- 10 the 
establil'lhmcnt of laud arigto(;l'::tcy iu thi;; countrv "imilar 
to ,h'lt whi\:h ha.., reduced thll peop e of Ire'l:tnd and 
other ml)Dal'chical gwol'nrnent8 to a condition of ahject 
serfdom; we demand the pa5sage ot Iu.ws f')l'biddin~ the 
owne'Hhip of lands by alien!', whose all('~iam:e bolongs 
tl) othet' natIOn!'!, unci that thl1 public d,)main be held as 
the heritage of our own people·anu our child I'en after us. 

i). Tllat alilanus fin·teited by railroads or other cor­
porations immediHtely revert to the government and he 
declared open fur purcbase by aCLual seUlers, on the 
same terms as other pnbl:n Jands. 

(j W e rl~mand that all fences be removed: by force if 
necessal'Y, fl'Jm publ'<: buds unlawfully flloctld by caUle 
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"Ue8, syndicates, or any other foim or name of 
)ly. ~ 
'l e demand the extinguishment of the public debt 
United States by operating the mints to their 
eapa.C1ty, in coinmg silver and gold, and the ten­

{lerlng of the same without discrimination to the public 
eredit.ors of the na.tion, according to contract. . 

8. We demand the substitution of lel.!al-tender 
Treasury notes' for the issues of National banks; that 
the Congress of the United States shall regulate the 
amount of such issue by per capita circulation, that. 
shall increase and keep pace with the growth of the 
<lountry's population and the expansion of her business 
interests. We farther demand tho ropeal of the presen~ 
National banking sybtem. 

9. We demand that the Depa.rtment of Agriculture 
b" made one of tho Departments of State; that it shall 
be increased in scope and effiCiency, and in connection 
therewith there shall be established a bureau of labor 
~tati~ticR. . 
. 10. We demand the enactment of laws to compel 

corporatIOns to pay their employes according to contract 
in lawful money for their service;>, and the giving to 
mechanics and laboreril a first lion upon the products of 
their labor to the extent of theil' full wages . 

11. That the laws relating to the suppression of the 
t.ransmission of immoral, profane or obscene literature 
through the mails be made more stringent. and be ex­
tended so at! to suppl'ess tho transmission of such liter­
ature by any public carrieI'. 

12. W0 demand thll.t the U oited States government 
purchase, by right of eminent domain, the telephone 
and telegraph lines, and operate them as adj uncts of the 
United States postal service. 

13. 'I'hat in view of the fact that the delegates to this 
body represent a majorit.y of the cotton producers of 
the cotton belt of Ameri.1a., whICh belt produoes over 
two-thirds of tho cotton of the whole world, and in view of 
the further fact that two-thirds of the cotton in the 
cotton belt is demanded and used for export to a foreign 
power, which fi;t{es the price Dn every pound of our 
cotton; and in view of the fuct that the said powor iR 
deba.rred from returning to thiA country a single yard of 
manufactured cotton, thereby ml\1<ill~ Raid powC'J' 

t. 

; ' ... 

http:Ameri.1a


S2 THE NATIONAL ALLIANCE AT SHREVEPORT. 

interested in crowC\ing down to the lowest fignt'e the 
"price of cotton. We hereby demand that the United 
States government adopt a speedy system of reduction 
of the Import duty on manufactured cottons, in such & 

way 38 to do j Illnice to this, the greatest of all classes of 

producers.14. We demand such a revision of the tariff as will 
. lay the heaviest burdens on the luxuries and the light­
est on tho neoos8aries of life, and as will reduce the 
incomes from imports to a. strictly revenue basis. 

15. That a.s a remt'dy against the unjust accumulation 
li nd encr0achmont of O3.p1tal we demaod a graduated 

income tax. . , 16. That as upon the intelligence of the people depend 
the stability and purpetmty of our own free government, 
we demand fur 'the mILS!leB a well-regulated system of 
indu"trial and agricultural educadon. 

. 17. That we opposo the continued influx of 'pauper 
labor from the monarcl1ios of Europe. whose anarchic 
vicws and communistic doctrines are breeding discon­
tent and disloyalty to l:l.w, order, peace and good 
govel'nment, and by an ovel'plu.- of worthless labor, re­
~du('ing our own laboring classes to st,\rvation, we there­

tOt'O demand more stringent laws to prevent this country
boin~ turther used 3S :1n a~ylum for the communists and 
paurel's ot othor countries. n. We demand that the ConstitutionEl, both State 
a:tld .Natioui\l, be so amended as to provide for the eloc­
tl{)n of United Sta.tel; Senators by direct vote of tba 

people. 
Shreveport, La., October L?, 1887. 

"They aro ,\ ban"! of 5i,'01 s ana brothers. 
O'no tllillio11 liYc hundred thousand ,;,,011" j 

Tbeir lIi1ll is n t to i~ jure' tlwrs, 0 

~ ur Ibey wouldscoru to ao l\ wrong. 

"Their main objef't i5 to edncate 
'\ ho agriclTltural 1l1,,!'se-, 

And try bv lh'p me:\D~ tu re~uhT.te 
'1bt, mOUl polhtic <:lasses 

"Thn.t nrll sheltl',ed !lnd PI'( tacted 
By thl' !!overnlJlent's strong U1'11I, 

WIl Ie all tlleir dillles an' tollcct('u 
Frtlfll th" ,.roeeeds of the [mn. 
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"There are the railro'ld corporatio'l8, 
Built up by Jav GOllld, themilliona~ 

And the nutional bank IIssociatiOllI! 
That confront us everywhere. 

"May the Alliance grow in number, 
Until eacb farmer in the lund 

Sh~1l with his name encumber 
The roster of this band." 

The following are the O'fficers of the Nationat 
Farmers' Alliance and Co-operative Union: 

President-C. W. Macune, DaUas, Texas. 
First Vice l'residents-L. L. POlk, North Carolina.' 

R. T. Love, Mississipp} i S. B. Alexander, North Ca.ro~ 
]ina j H. P. Bane, Alabama i Linn 'TaYID'er, Louisiana; 
W. H. Moore, Arkansas; ,8: B. Erwin" Ke1).~uck.y i A.D• 
. Johnson, Missouri j J. H. McDowell. 'l'ennessee i M. D. 
K. Taylor, Texas; Oswald Wilson, Florida. 

Secretary-E. B. Warren, Texas. 
Treasurer--':"A. Gardner. Tennessee. 
Chaplain-J. C. Jones, Louisillona. ­
Lecturer-Ben Terrell, Texas. 
Assistant Lecturer-J. A. Tetts, Louisiana. 
Doorkeeper-I. N. Gresham, Alabama. y Assistant Doorkeeper-Mr. Brown, Kentucky.d Sergeant-at'-Arms-T. E. Groome, MISSIssippi. 



Coa..:veratior: and ..CJxc'hange. 

THE success of the Farmers' Alliance or a.ny other­
order, in promoting the happiness and proRperity or 
mankind, depends in a great measure on the interest 
manifested by its members. As a class, the furmers are­
very credulout', and that trait of their charanter has 
caused them to be Imposed upon by listening to the 
l'epresentations of men who ha.ve cared naught for their­
interest, but were working to further their owu selfish 
deRigns.

The Alliance is no experiment; ;ts success we believe 
to be an assured fact. Its principle!> of co-op E-lration are 
not new; it is the application of these p"inciples 
to the evory day life of the members and it1\ bearings 
upou society. This is the question that exr:ites interest 
in evory heart and 18 being closely watched in it~ appli­
cation by both friends and enemies, each throu~h ddfer­
ent motives, .By uniting they have proved :I. mutual 
advantage to each other, Their association rlaily in 
theil' organized capacity with men, who thrl>llgh obser­
vation and experience have gained knowl.·du:.~, gives 
them the benefit of their ideas, and the adVll,nl»~fl of the 
influence that thus surrounds them cannot b - I'flt imated. 
In this wa-y they can control trade to a cer ain extent­
in their purchases, and by selling in bulk th .. jr pl'oduce 
through their Exchange they command lwlte!" prices 
than in the old way, which was every onf' fnl' himself. 
That this is the keynote of prosperity f<lr the O,'der­
the National Exchar>ge, the refuge and t. /.t pfl of the ­
agricultural claRses-none can q ucsdon. It h ~~ benefited 
them; hence, they have placed great COJ,firl -nee 1n it 
and al'e co-operating to carry out its pl'incl p - '_~f\ _ Farm­
ers work harder in theIr lines of productioT \ 1han any 
other class of men. But there are other thing:. they 
have not worked for in the pac;t which !Ire '-qllallyas 
important as wor~ing for pro?uction, and :,f\ they have 

_neglected that mterest theIr good Pr(lvidf'nce has 
neglected it too. They have neglected th el r duty in­
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'looking after th.e interests 'of their products after.. their 
-toil has brought them out ot the earth-namely, the 
values of them. In ages. gone by it was said that" The 
gods help those who help themselves," and this bnt ex­
presses a .great trnth which will serve as well now 8S it 
did three thousand years ago. ThEl lesson \.0 be learned 
from this is that Providence will neglect the interests 
of all man who neglect their own interests; so it has 
been with the farmers of the South in valuing their 
prooucts. ' 

It is a matter of indifference or little importancel 
,wpat the farmer" mayor may not produce j it is all the 
s~me in results unless the producers get the benefit or 

'Jrue value ot what they produce. Our landf! have yIelded 
.aliundant crops, so vast that they have astonished the 
world In :their magnitude. But here is the all important 
-question-who has been benefited by these bountifu~ /. 
crops? They benefit the farmer wbo has produce9J 
them the least of any. class in our country. Why IS 
this? We let our productions go upon the markets, 
taking their chances in a blind, helter-skelter fashion, 
setting them adrift upon the ocean of commerce, regard­
less of. the pirate fleets whioh swarm every pea and prey 
upon every honest trade. And h~rc is where we have 
so signally failed to help ourselves iu the past and the 
resson why we see the decline of the agricultural in­
terests. For instance, farmers should spend all 
the time and ,means necessary to find out how it happens 
that the murket value of their products is cut down at 
such a hea....y per cent. when the Reason comes that they 
are compelled to sell. We can have such information 
and pro tection through our National and State Ex­
<Jha,nges. • ' 

This Exchange is one of the greatest efforts ever put 
forth by any farmers' organiz~tion. Farming never can 
be as pt'ofitable as it ought to be until farmers begin to 
realizl'l th('ir importance as citizens and begin to use the 
power the,Yreally possess. This" trust to luck" polIcy 
has kept them down for these ages, and will continue to 
do so ,without organized effort on , th,eir part. Before 
the late civil WaI' the mortgage and,c:redit system were 
almost unknown in the South, bu~ BIDee that period this 
-section ' has been gradually but sUI1ely drifting into a 
most dangerous experiment;. all thf;l. more daogerous 
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because of its alluring promisee and seductive methods 
ef marketing their cotton in advance of its production.• Hence, an Exchange of their own has become an absolute 
:neoessity. To resist those perniC'lOus influenccs and to 
serve as a protection against thom and their exorbitant 
.emands, the Exchange, national in c.311.racter, with a 
.entral head, extending its branches and striking its 
roots into every nook lind corner of the land, and em­
bracing as i!s members all who are interested in the 
.uccess of agriculture, became au absolute nece8sity. 
And by co-operation we can overthrow the power and 
counteract the eVIl influenoes of the past. For with 

·Iuch an arbiter as the Farmers' Alliance Cotton Ex­
ehange and Commission :Busines8 Agency, ,. the hawks 
will make their trades with the·doves" no more. 

A country is truly rich when its producers are pros­
pering, and any scheme or schemes to keep them in 
roverty is like sapping the foundation~ of a building­
1he superstructure may be grand and imposing, but the 
rotten blJPPOrt will assert itAelf sooner or btcr and III.Y 
tho house in ruins. We. are drifting rapidly toward the 
breakers that destroyed Yenice, overthrew Rome, and 
h.as more tban once torn up the government of France. 
The Soutbtlrn farmers-by which term we meau the 
active tillers of the Boil-are b hardworking class of 
men and women, who create the wealtll of' this Bection 
of our country; yet, since competition has been de­
IItroyed in the markets by combinations of speculators, 
tbe farmers of the South. after all their years of hard 
toil in creating wealth, often find it difficult to make 
"buckle and tongue meet." It has become a maxim 
that it takes thirteen monthA of eMlh year to prepare 
the soil, raiNe and gather b cotton crop and dil'pol'e vf It. 
Now, such labor Elhould have its proper rew:l.rd. But we 
find this is not the case. That the most rigid economy 
fails to leave a surplus to ('arry the cotton raiser through 
another season, and he iR compelled to purcbase on 
credit at credit price8, with crops under mortgage to 
give them enough "hog /lod hominy" to live on. 'this 
~onstitutes the general rule to-day in the South. Low 
prices for their crops, caused to a great extent from tho 
fact that thoy bonded. to Borne one else for supplies, 
which so frellueotly leaves the farmers in deht for these 
Jlecessaries that their nosee are eternally fast to the 

http:rew:l.rd


I

OO'OPERATION AND EXOHANCJE. 87 

grindstone. The result of this system is that some of 
them who once owned farms of their own are now too. 
poor to own land, too poorto live in comfurtable hornell,. 
too poor to properly educate their children, and yet they 
"own an unused power that could take the giant world by 
the throat and furce an intelligent recognition of their 
needs." 

To seek out the cause of these evils, and to suggest. 
plans, co-operate and carry into effect ~uch principles 
UR will not injure other hone~t industries, but secure t() 
the farmer the proper share of the wealth he creates, is 
the mission of the Alliance Exchange. 

Tb& Southern planter clothes the world, and the 
cotton farmer8 have a practical monopoly in tht' raw 
material, for the combmed produot of india, Egypt, 
and South America, their only competitors, on Iy amounts 
to about one-fourth of the world's supply, 80 that pra~ 
tically the cotton toilers of the South furnish the world 
and are entitled to fuir pay for their servicf', snd can get 
it In and through co-operation and the suppor~ of their 
own Ootton EKchanges. 

Ootton fubrics are almost ncce!lsities, and it would hI' 
hard to name figures that the world would not pay for 
them if reduced to extremities. But the AlliaMe is Dot 
banded togetber as an organization of furestallers, yet 
the Alliance Exchange should have every flncourage­
ment possible from the producers of the South. It will 
stand between the needy toiler and the speculative, world, and their cotton should be "0 concentrated in

I and through the Exchange that the buying world would 
e know that t.hey mu;\t pay reasonable prices for t.heIr 
n 8upplies. .But are the farmers not receiving 8 fair price
e now? No. Two or three years ago, when printed clotht. was selling for le~s than three cents per yard, spinnerR
e were paying eleven cents for cotton, and during the past
y year, with the same class of' goOrlR fifteen tn twenty per
h cent. higher, the spinners grumbled at having to payIn nine cents for cotton. These fi~ures give some idea of
to 
is 

the price at wbi,·h cotton "hould be !;old, giving to tho 
spinner and the farmf.lr a fair price f,.lr their respective

W products. "As the world goes. !lelf-intercst pu~hed toho the extreme of over-reaching selji.,hwl$s is continually in­
3S, terfering with competition, to make it neither tree nor se fair. Thus, in the actual working of competition,he 
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jfalschood, trickery and fraud are introd.uced in manifold 
.and suhtle forms_ In the intense struggle of oonflictiog 
interests, also, high handed measures are adopted to rule 
'Out competition, becanse in its nQrmal worklDg it hin· , ~ ' ders seIDsh~ gr~ed from attahiing its euds." " The true 
function of such associations is to secure a better nnder­
atandin'g of the ' laws of production :and of the actual 
condition of particular branches of : trade and of the 
causes, manifest and hidden, which vary the products of 
industry." 

The, farmers say it is time to call a halt of the fOJV'e& 
that are tending to illju're t,bem, and are marRbaling 
themselves under the banner which tbey believe will 
l~ad them to prosper~ty. If the farmers will but sustaiu 
this institution and use it with prudence and judgment 
1hey will at ,once begin to reap the benefits of better 
markets, and 'the South will be as in the days of old, 
when cotton was king. 

'l'hirty years ago mortgages upon realty were almoAt 
unknown in the South. Millions of dollars now rest in 
mortgagee upon the homes where y,0ur children have 
heeu born and are increasing every Yl3ar, aod through 
this system, with tbe melins employed to control tbo 
markets, delJressing and" dl)stroying the value of crops, 
mortgages have been fort;lplosed , and homes forfeited. 
rapidly increasing the,numper Qf white tenant farmers; 
aDd should the present ~ystem continue nothing but seri­
dom awaits ~he sinall furmers . 

•, For ten y~ar8 past tho margin betwoen the markot 
valne of most kiDds of farm produce and its cost of 
pr( d uotion 'Bas been steadily Darrowi',I~." 

.• Thatlcgislation is largely manipula~ed in the in­
terl:'st8 of other classes and against the interests of 
'iarmers is. a fact too patent for denial; but there is no 
f"ne to ' blame so much for tbis as the fal'mer himself. 
Ll't farmers obtain that broad knowledge of human 

" , ~dfttirs which sball enable them to understand al1d ap­
'1)reciate the relative import3;nce of their calling among 
ntber human industries and its just and equitable rights; 
Jet them unitedly assert. and maintain these rights, and 
~griculture will have taKen-ihe grandest llpward step its 
history bas ever known." . 

Following our primary oPjects, as heretofore showD, 
.of upholding our officials and presenting the thoughts of 
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others when bettel' than our, own, we have selected the 
following articles from the Southem Mercury, the official 
journal of tht} National , Alliance, which we believe 
directly ~pplicabJe to the subje~t under discussLOn : 

FACTS AND FIGURER FOR TIlE ALLIANCE BRO'l'HERHOOD. 
• f ~ 

One of the greatest mistakes made by Southern 
fal'mers is their strained efforts put fortu in enlarg­
ing thtnr farms and planting larger crops year after 
year, in the hope of makmg mQney, a!ld stiil tbe fact 
stareo them i'.l the face that with r!!lle,wed efforts, en­
larged farms and enlarged crops they are barely able to 
make "buckle and tongue meet," and sometimes the 
tongue does not reach tbe buckle. 

Farmers ar,e astonished and cannot understand why 
it ~s that , ~hey are forced to work hardor, use more 
economy, !loud yet have ,nothing lef~ when they pay up at 
the end of the year. There are many reasons, plain to 
us, why these things are so, but we cannot I'peak of them 
all in one editorial, but will spea~ or one or two. 

It is a fact that we have not figured ~u, as we should, 
tha~ the .prlce ot , fa~,m products are ne~rJy all below the 
actual cost of production, and of course"there is no money 
to be made in raising produce. when the cost of produc­
tion is greater than the price received for the produce. 
The present stams of things are such that thet'e is no 
money in cotton at eight cents and wheat at fl'om fifty to 
seventy-five cents, and cor.ll. at twenty-five cents and oats 
twenty-fi ve cents, etc. 

,J ust so long 8S the present price of farm products 
and manufactured commodities remain at present figures 
jnst so long will the large mlljo~ity of farmers remain 
poor. 

We are now going to giv~ ..some facts and figures 
which we would like every farmer in.~he South to con­
sider. We want to call theIr attenM9n to the vast 
millions of dollars that are belDg paid annually by 
Southern fal mers to feed, clothe and keep up in good 
sty Ie an army of men that farmers could do very well 
without; but if we are compelled to feed, clothe and 
keep them up in good style we would better let them 
impose a direct tax upon us for that purpose.

We have gathered up the' 'followin~ facts which we 
~tund pr~pared to prOve . . There ~retwenty-fi.ve leading 

l~ 
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popular wagon factories that sell annually 40,000 wagons 
in 'fexas at an avernge cost to farmers of $80. These 
wagons bou~ht direct from the fllctories will only cost· 
about $60 pel' wagon. 'l'hen we are pa.ying an !lrmy of 
men right here in Texas $800,000 p,'ofit on wagons. 

There are about 3000 self-binding reaper:! sold 11.11­
nUBBy at a cost of $li5 each, which do not cost at the 
outsido figure over $125, oelivered here. Then we are 
paying to this army $150,000 on reapers. 

There are about 30,00u buggies sold annnally in 
Texas at an averltge profit of $35 per buggy, which gives 
to thiR army $1,050,000. 

Now, on theRe three itemR alone we are paying to 
this little Texas army $2,000,000, which p.ould with 
proper organization be kept in our own pockets. 

Now, consider the immense numbers used of mow ere, 
rake,", cane mills, pumps, wind millil, plows of the vari· 
OllS kinds, besides the heavier and more cORtly ma­
chinery, t\l1ch as engines, gins, mills, etc. On all these 
things immensl:l profits go into the pockets of men of 
TexaR who sell them to fa.l'mera mainly. 

The Ilmount of Il'achinery, farm implement/!, etc., 
,.old a.nnllally in TexaR will, in the a~gregate rench over 
$2\000.000, one-fourth of which might be saved to the 
conl'umcr by n judicious system of c0.operation, which 
would be the immense sum of $6,250,000 annually saved. 

Now, note the fact tbat this vaRt snm is being paid 
annually by the laboring people of Texas to foIupport in 
affiucncl' an nrmy of men liS useless as the curl in the end 
of 3. plg'1! tail. This vast Rum of money can be 8aved to 
the furmers and l:J.borors ot Texas without the expend­
iture of one single dollar on their part. All that is 
needed or required is a well'D, nnaged svstem of co-oper­
ation; is to HLick to the prosent lIystem inaugurated by 
our Business Agent, Brother C. W. Mucune. 

)JORE LIGHT. 

Farmers have often remarked in our hearing, "I am 
not so much concerned about what I have to buy as 
what 1 have to sell. If I can get a gond living pri(>e for 
what I have to sell I can manage the buying." The filet 
haq opened upon the minds of thousands of farmers that 
j uat the reverse is true; that is, that we can get better 
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stand the prices which we get for the products of tho 
farm than the enormous and ruinous prICes we have to 
pay for the implements and machinery which we use in 
making these products; and not implements and ma­
chinery alone, but everything 'else which we, the pro­
du~rs, consume. 

l!nd to-day, when we look the facts squarely in the 
face, !).[;d learn that we have been paying from 100 t() 
500 per cent. above the cost "f manufacturing, for nearly 
everything we buy, from a wool hat to a pair of-brogan 
shoes to the finest Rnit that Il. pool'iinmer is able to wear, 
and from 100 to 500 per cent. for every implement or 
}HeCe of machinery on our farms, we are amaztld that 
every farmer in thiR government ill not bankrupted. 

We cannot see how It is that farmers have endured 
this tremendous strain upon their re~('urees. We only 
wonder that every farmer who has had to depend UpOll 
the products of his own farm or upon his own labor is 
not to-day a pauper or sbve. 

We do not wonder th~t millions of acres of the farms 
in our country have been swept from their owners and 
millions more are now under ironclad mortgages. 

We have before 8tated that a few yparfl ago we paid 
here in the city of Dallas $335 for a self-binder to reap 
our wheat, which only cost., according to the sworn state­
ment of one of the great manufactm'ers, $57 to manufllc­
ture it, and that we paid from $75 to $95 for a farm 
wagon which only (lost the manufilctnrer about 830 or 
$35; from $46 to $65 i'Ot' a sewing machine which only 
costs from 87.50 to 810 to m~nufacture; and now havo 
gathered up the fact that sulky plows, for which we 
have paid $65, only cost at tbe factory about $20, snd it 
only costs about $5 to ship them down here. Then it is 
very plain to the averagA minrl that somebody has made 
ll.bove first COAt and carriage $40 on an implement which 
it only cost $20 to manufactul'c, 

The editor of the M.ercury h48 worn out four of 
these Rulky plows on his farm, and now testifieR that he 
paid $260 for the foul' plows whir,h only cost $80 at the 
1actory. That is a fraction over 300 per cent. above 
C08t. 

Our readers may a~k, "Then, why did you not buy 
direct from the factory? " We answer, simply because 
\he manufacturer, with an air of grC)st indifference, 
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-.contemptuously refused to sell to private individuals, 
and coolly, if he condescended to notice them at aU, re­
ferred them to bis State agents. Hence, it iR plain that 
thoro is no alternat~ve lett the pOOl' farmer but to "hold 
up hi~ hand~~' and be squeezed (i~ . that the right 
word ~ ) . . ". 

Nbw, the quastion arises; is there any rolief? Shall 
the great aTmy of Southern farmers, who produce an­
nualJy hundreds of millions of dollars of wealth, take 
no step or make no- effort to s~ake -oft' this army of 
squeezel's' who are squeezing ullj ustly, unmerc·ifully and 
unn'OOessarily these tnousands upon tbou~ands of dollars 
annually out of the pockets of the tariff-ridden, strug­
gling and oppressed peoplo? 
- • Again we ask, is it wise to stand and make two-bit 
-calculations and kick at a $2 assessment, when tho fact 
stines us' in the face that by gathering around our 
-central Exchange and· giving it our hearty Imppol't we 
can stop the leal!: on one side, and by 'going down in our 
pockets and establishing a few grand co-opArative man­
ufacturing enterprises we -can stop it on the other side. 
We aro a'llxious to see every State establish Its central 
ExchaBge and rally to its support. 

The tinil.ncial benefit!': that will accrue to the members 
through the workin~s of the State Implement Agency, 
as well as through the Produce Exchange, will be of im­
mense proportions, and will do more to relieve the 
farmers of the unbearable burdens, tbat thoy are now 
and have been weighed down witb, than anytbmg else 
which, under all the circumstances, could bave been done; 
beside!!, it will be of incalculable benefit to the members 
in giving them a business education, '\V"hich everyone 
knows is indispeniluble to t.he success oft1he Order. 

Heretofore, while tbe Alliance ba~~'l)een strong in 
member!!, it, as an organization, bas be~fI'weak in meth­
ods, hen(le bas not been able to achiev'e that success in 
itb' undertakings that was legiti~atEi',1y expected by' its 
·members. . . . ...•. . 

,'· The education and rapid .ldvan,ci3ment of the brother­
hood- in - understanding an.d put~i~'!f : into practice the 
gl'e!l.t prin~ipl'es of tho Orde)," - lit : fu~i" eliminating al1 

,scliisms and dissensions, and rapidly.1U'nifying them into 
one solid compact body, and perfect ooncert of action 
wilLbe the outcome in tbe ne~rhlt~. 

... ..~: (n.~ 1 
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"We stand in the li~ht of a dawning day, 
With its !!lory Creation flushing; 

And the life-current~ IJP from the prison ing clay 
Through the world's great heart Itrc rUB'lin/;{. 

While from peak to pc Lk of the spirit land 
A vniee unto voiec is culling: 

'The Ni~ht is over, the thy is Itt hand, 
And the fetter8 of enrth are falling! ' 

"But the world goes thundering on to the light, 
l;nheeding our vain pre'nge8, 

And nat'o"s are clearin,t.::t path to the Right, 
Through the moulderillg <.Just nf l1!!es. 

Are we, t een, to rest in It chill de'pair, 
Unmoyed by the~c new clafiof'S, 

Norcarl'Y the 'flag of oUt' be'lutifulland 
In the onward mnrch of nations? 

"Shall our bltllch be folded ill sllimbel" wh"n 
The bond~ and the CIHlins are shattered, 

As stony and st' ll a •• nchll.nted men, 
III a t'lwe of d'ukJ1( ss fettered? 

The C ive may be durk, but we'll flash IJrigllt glc:a:n~
Of the morninz's radilwce Oil it, 

Awl trend the Nev' Pnth, though the noontide 1>(':1111>, _ 
As yer, tall faintly upon it. 

"For So cIIs nre around Il~, with gifts divine. 
Ullknown nnd ne,!t"I<'ctl'd drJin,!!; 

Like the precious ore in 11 bidden mine, 
enwor~ed anrll\>; llseLeas lying. 

We HummOn tntcm forth to the mortnl WUI', 

The swonl of the snit'it Ill-iog, 
To <'ome witt} theil' forccs fl'um IIcar nod fnl', 

Nell' strength witb Ollr sir, lIgtii infusing. 

"Let euch bear a torch w th the fOl'emO>it h~nds, 
'] hrollgh the Jutlll'e ' ~ dark olltgoing; . 

Or stand by the helm. mid tbe shual.:; and m:l<l, 
Of the rlvpr of liftl fast flowing 

Oh, Br ,th r&! be with u<, ow aim is high, 
Th.· bigheot of )Jun', vocation; 

With tllPse p'ic(' ess j ewel.:; tlHlt f'o:l.nd u< r" , 
To build up a nob (' ~l ti1n:" 
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AMONG the aborigines of this country women wero 
oeompelled to do all the labor, all the drudgery of their 
savage mode of life . . But a few hundred: years ago, 
and listening to the Gospel of Christ, they must occupy 
separate galleries in the churches. WIth the advance of 
(,lVllization has come that dceper respects, love and 
veneration for woman. Woman was created for man's 
-companion. There is nothing with wbich she comes in 
contact that is not purified, refined, ennobled. "Man 
was made to protect, '.ove, and cherish, not to under­
value, nl>glect. or abuzse woman. Treated, educated and 
esteemed as she 'merits, she rises in digmty, becomes 
tile refiner, and imparts a mild er, softer tone to man. 
No community bas ever exhLbited t he r efinementtl of 
civilizatiou and bocial order wher e women were held in 
contempt ::md t heir r ights not properly respected and 
preserved. Degrade woman and you degrade man 
mOl"C." "Women bave exercised a most remarkable 
judgment in regard to great issues. They have pre­
vented the casting aside of plans that led to very 
remarkable discoveries and inventions. Whcn Columbus 
had laid a plan to discover the new world he could not 
.get a ht'aring till he applied to a woman for help." 
"Wben God intends to make a grcat man he first makes 
a great woman." 

The Alhance is the best means tbat bas been devised 
by the farmers of America tor cultivating that social 
relationship which should exist 3mf)Dg them as a class, 
and this feature alolle is invaluable to the farmer" and 
ought to make the Ordcr indispensable to them. The 
great Creator ha" I!IVtn to every human being a social 
spirit which mu~t bo cnlti,ated by men and women of 
every cbsEI, to insure them onjoyment :Ind hapPJnc~s in 
this life, and to make them what He des:gned thom to 
be-useful and intelligent, mutually dependent, and a 
blessing to society. It is only the people who live in 
the agricultural di~tricts that cail understand tho 
monotony of the farmer's life. They who live in the 
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crowded cities have one 80urce of recreation after an­
other-bails, partie8, lectures, operas. and religious 
entertainmenU!. The farmer :lnd his family, day after 
day, month after month, and year after year, pursue the 
same round of labor. There cannot be auv cessation 
from , or change of toil. From soed-time tin harvest, 
and from harvest till seed·time, there is the same con­
tinuous routine of daily toil, broken, It is true, by the 
weekly recurrence of the Sabbath. But from the 
isolation, of their condItion attendance upon 'religIOUS 
worship is then Dot abvaJ's S"ocesaible to them; and even 
where they do attend they d{) not go as a neighborhood 
or communi ty, but are aivided by parties and creeds, 
each a.ttending his special church for the purpose of hear­
ing his ' o wn peculiar doctl'inos, :lIld not to cultivate 
social privileges or for social enjoy ment. 

If t he condi tion of the farmer is ,thus weary and 
monotonous wha t must be the condition of their wives 
aDd d~uKht(>l's . Wives, mothers and daughters are 
more deper.dpnt upon society than husbands. SOU'R a nd 
brother:!. The monotony of their lives affect t hem 
quicker and more powerfu lly . They need r est and 
enjoymflnt to a grea.ter extent th an men. They sbould 
have recreation from toil and be furnished with some 
form of :-tmu~ement in order'to insure theIr happiness 
and make them, as God intended, a" help-Illate." 

It hilS been said tbat " a farmer's work is from sun to 
sun, but hiS wife's work is ])ever done." Then how 
weary mnst be bel' lot if ber husband should not break 
the mOliov'ny of her lifo by occasional social recreations. 
These eTljo,m"nts form a part of ber very existence. 
She haR sa(·rificN.! the pleasm'es of her young woman­
hood f II' the greater reflpoDsi bilities of wifehood. Ia 
addition 10 her nevE'!' ending household duties she must 
train and care for her childron. These social meetings 
are tf) her what tho oasis in tho defiert is to the woal'y 
traveler. The farmer's constant toil leave but little or 
no leisul'fI time for oven the enjoyment of the family 
cirel<'. :F~~rml'l''' do not prize soci::.l intercourse as they 
should-llone need it more than they. Visiting is Dot, 
as common with them as with other clas~es, for want of 
time and (lpportunity. This causes them, by the force 
of eirC'umf:tallces flurrounding them, to lead lonely and 
secluded lives. They rarely go beyond the limits of 
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their own farm, except to attend the election, go 
market or the country store. And even most of thE 
minor matters are left to .Tobn or ' Mary. A visit 
relatives in a distant part of the country is planned j 
years and looked forward to as an epoch in their liv. 
Shall thiEl monotony continue? No. The Alliance h 
been formed and designed e!lpeciallY'for the farme~ 
their wives, sons and daughters. Its social features a 
not only pleasing, but are particularly adapted to meet 
the walJts that existed a.mong the agri(,ultural cla!lses~ 
some method by which they could bring their families 
together into a closer connection aud sympathy than 
hal! heretofore existed. 

It has a tendency to break up the humdrum life that 
sO many farmers' wives have been leading, and thIS 
feature of the Order should bave the encouragement of 
every member and be fostered and developed by every 
means possible. Here at least once a month can the 
farmers, accompanied by their wives, sons and daughtArs, 
meet, not with any feelings of sectarill.Ol!'m or party 
prt'judices, but as memberR of one community, having 
a unity of interestR !lond working for one common causc­
the improvement of thcir members, " socially, mentally, 
morlilly and finanCially." 

Wherever woman is found there iFl found a1£Oo refine­
ment, iutpgrity, gentlenel's and love. Her presence 
hushes the tongue of fllander, Rmonths the aCl'irnony of 
debate, causes the impure word to die npon the lips, and 
by intuition, aR it were, I'uggests the ri ![ ht thing at the 
right time and i 1 ~he right place. In thel'\e meetings 
sbe form!! new acquaintances and Dew frit'nd8hips. Her 
hurd(1DR of life al'e ligh16ned and the buoyancy of her 
spirits pervades everyone with whom she comf'S in 
000tact. She realixes that her lifl~ is not a life of toil, 
but that she has her place in tbe enonomy of nature, 
with a specific mission to perform. No great movement 
ever yet failed becauRe woman was pprmitted to make 
suggestions ao; to itR mana~emeDt. Napoleon Bonaparte 
invllded RUfo:sia in mid-winter witb half a million of men, 
·against the advice of his divorced wif,~ , .TosephlDe, and 
as a r~sult thn bones of bis Roldiers lay bleaching upon 
every plain of Europe from Moscow to the Rhine. The 
.Farmers' Alliance values the inflnence of the good 
women of this country more than any other organix~tion 
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in the land. In M::l!!onry they have est~blisbed the 
degt'ee of the" E:t.stera Stal''' for woman. In Odd 

'Fellowship the degree of ,. Daughtars of R"becca." 
The Grallge went farther, and conferred all fout, of its 
degrees unon her, afld eV,1n created tht'ee minor offices 
fOt' hel' to fill, In the Alliance they have gone fat'ther. 
'fhey admit women into full mflrnbcr:!hip and do not 
charge them any iniLill.tlno fde. K eithflr will it permit 
them to pay dues or a~k tham fOl' as~e"sments, They are 
in tho Alliance as in to') hOlm", circ le-considered as com­
panions. Every offiu~, from thll high,jsL tn the lowcKt, is 
open to them. We ad miru the ladi es berl1u80 of their 
beauty, respect them b...c lU'ie of thei r virtuefl, ad n'e them 
because of their intelligence, and love them because of 
theil' influence and P"W01' f.)1' goon in society. ,. The 
hand that, rock:; tho cradle F!Way8 t he wo1'id." And as 
to hcl' work and value in the Allia" C'l we now p"esent 
tf) you an essay read bfl fore tho .hfurri s County Alliance 
by tho lady Assistant L ecturor: 

Mr, President, Brethren and S 'sters rf Jl orri , County 
Alliance : 

A~ you have honored me WIth tllO position of A s-.ist­
ant IJecture r of th is A ll ial1C , al d a-.; I'm exp"cted to 
C:lst in my mite to help on the g"n t cau'c in which we 
havo embarked , I wi ll f1ndeUVOl', ill mv V'C'ak'le'f':, t(;, 

prrsent !1 few though ts of CUCOul':lg\'meilt fu r our noble 
ordel', 

In cJ.'~ting about m e for a Auita .10 Rubj ct for th' s 
occasion I filla tho field so wide :W(1 • lloje(;lS of i 01pr)J't­
ance so numerous that my rOlnd I,. ~() hcwilde l'od tl at I 
scarcely know where or how to hC'gi n, and i f 1 sholl'lo 
rumblc over the wide fi eld, and th .~ t1)()ughts I pro'ent. 
Hhould be varied and scatter ing, I t rust YOII will v iew it 
charitablY!lnd attribute the same I" my ea rn eRt def<ire 
to a'lvance the g lo l'io 'ls caUAO ot' o ur gr:~n d 'r~ ' ni zttiop . 

li'irst, wO'will notice the o hj ect ot O lP' Or, er; t his is 
l)binly and fo rcibly Ret f<>r th in OUI' D"r;laratioll of 
Purposes, to-wit : To better the con dil l n 'Of tho to iling 
mill ions of th o hu man family meD ially, morally, "ne !Illy 
:tnd fin :' n ~ia lly. \\' hat a gt':.tnd oh} C1! What a glorious 
mi ssion! T he Aubject alone Api cads Ollt before nul' 
lldmiriog eycs a nd wondering m ind a fi eld of 8uffi ei e ll t 
scope to fill!1 volume, Gut w~ wi :llca vo it to abler I' <: w; 
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than ours, and will only take a superficial glance at its 
beauty aud loveliness in this short essay. Tbe (;ultiva­
tion tmd improvement of our minds ann our moral 
natures aro important 80S a prerequisite to fit and qualify 
us for the full and proper enjoyment of our social rela­
tions and all other blessings tbllt come to us through 
the channel of a sound fioancial condition. On the other 
hand, a solid financial condItion is absolutely np.cessary 
to secure the proper cultivation of our minds, through. 
which medium the other blessings and pleasures will 
naturally fl ow ; bence, you see the importance and 
necessity of embracing all those talismanic wordp, 
mental, moral, social and jinanr.ial improvements in our 
Declaration of PUl'posPs. The condition of a large 
majority of the agri(;ultural class, each one acting in­
dividua.lly and alone, had become such 3S to place thOSe 
blessiugR and pleasures far heyond their reach, owing 
soiely to fina.l)cial depression brought a.bout by organized 
monopolies to wring from the toiling masset:! their hard 
earni. ·gs. 

In order that the whcels of the Jugp:erna.ut car of 
monopoly that is crllshing Ollt our lire blood ma.y be 
c\ohged; in orde1' that the iron b::l.Odsand galling chains 
that have been forged upon our hands by the drcadful 
monster may be brpken; in order that we may onCd 
more becnme a. iree. happy and prosperous people, WOf­

sbipping God under our own vine and fi~ tree, where 
none da"o moll:lRt us nor make U'3 afraid, we must 
have tuorough organiza.tion, co-operation und united 
etl"ort.

N ow, my sisters of t'-le Alliance, wo ~ee the fearful 
battle ln which our J10ble hu"band~, fathcri', brotherR 
and sonR are engoged for our freedom f!"Om wrong and 
opprt'l'sion. Is there noth1T' g for 1"S 10 do? Shall wo 
sil idly by with folded handfl and t:11<e no part in tho 
~tro~gle and have no share in the pl'eeions cOT1qlle~t? 
1 Fay to you, my sisters, no, a thousand times no! There 
is something for 111", too, to do; there is work for ail to 
do. While we may pot entcr the arena of politi(:s, or iJ 
mingle in the busy commercial mart wlth the sterner 
sex, in our sphere at home, by the fireside, and in the 
Hnclal cir('le, wc can make our infiueJ1ce felt for the good 
of our noble Order. ln many ways we can hold up the 
h:lDdR of our protectors and defenders. When they are 
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worn, weary and faint from the toil of battle, wben 
trials and troubles 9.88aii them, and discouragements 
meet them on evel'y hand, we can whil"per sweet words 
·of' encouragement in their ears, mako 0111' homes pleas­
~nt and bappy, and thUR inspire them with renewed 
energy to fight on till tho victor's wreath sball crown 
tb':lir noblo efforts. 

Again, if their labors 3re rewarded with complete 
success sometbing cl!;e will be rf'quired of us besides Our 
moral support. Such grand and gIgantic onterprises 3S 
bave been inaugurated by our State Alliance and our 
own noble Macunc can never be carried to sUl'cessful 
:accomplishment unlefiR they are supplied with the sinews 
of war. Here IS a field tbat we can occupy, bere is a 
place in the ranks wbere we ('an work, herA is wbere we 
-can make our influence and labor f"lt for good to tho 
glorious came wo have espoused. By curtailing our 
bou~ehold expenses 10 tbe lust possible extent, by prac­
ticing tho most rigid economy, by denying ourselves, 
fora time, the few luxuries we Ol1joy, by foregoing the 
very great ple1l6ure of every woman, ~ now bonnet, by 
stoppi ng the m!>.ny little leak,j through which the nickels 
and dimes impereeptihly slip from our pur!';es, we cr.n 
save by littles a large amount to plnce In tbe bauds of 
our noble lerlders and greatly as.ist in putting our busi­
nCSR enterpri~eR on 3. sure :lDd solid f ':Hlndation. 

Mr. Prcsident and brethren, to you I would say, go 
on witb the p;ood work so nobly b egun. Cease Dot from 
yOUl' labors until you wear tbe vict0r's crown, and rest 
ussured that, III all YOllr noble efforts you bavf\ the 
prayers and hE-arty encouragement of the wive~, mothers, 
sistfll's and dall~hler" of the f~rmel'i! of Texas. 

I cannot close tbis lecture withont oxhortin~ every 
member of the Alliance to take the Sonth6rD 1.fercurv. 
It is our paper, "UDele Snort" ",sY!';, editor and all. 'If 
that is sn, we own some very valuablo property and 
ought to 11,0 it. I maintain that a man cannot be a full­
gl'own DlPmbel' of tho Alliance Without taking and read­
ing the Mercury. 

With our paper in overy .Alliance familv; with nul' 
publishing hou~e c8tablitlhed; with our Produce Ex­
change on a solid basis; with our BUl'liness Agency in 
complete running order, and OUl' mannfacturing enter­
prises booming above the horizon, it certainly will make 
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our institution, in its Buocess and beauty, " bright as tho­
Run, cleM' as tlle moon, and terrible ·as aD army with 
banners." 

"0 womnn! I ··ydy womllnl nnturc n,aoe tllrc 
To tempe!' mnn ; w~ had bren brutcs wil bout you. 
An!!:e],.; Ul'(' p ,inte. l fnil', to look Jikp you: 
TI c· ("~ in Y' ' 11 nIl t'lat \\'1' bl'lieve of Ii f:lw'n ; 
Am~zil1g bri!!;1 tnes', plI ity :1nd truth, 
Etci naJ joy m:: d evcrlu,ting loyc." 
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"RAII.ROADS," ",ays Judge Paine, "are the great 
public highways of the world, along which its p;igll.Dtic 
('u1'1'cnts ot'trado and travel continnallv pour-highways 
·compared with which the most ma~nlfi.cent highways of' 
antiquity dwindle into insignifi c:wee. They are the 
most mal'velous lDventions of mndern times. Tht~y 
havo done mor~ to develop the wealth and re~OUrCf'R, to 
stlmulate the industry, reward tho labor ~nd prom .ta 
the genoral comfort and prosperity of t.he country than 
any other or perhaps all other pbvsiral cau'<eR rornhi IlNL 

Thero is probably not a man, woman or chIld whose 
interest and comfort haR not in some o('greo been R" I)­

·served by the-m. They bril'g to Our doors the produc­
tions of the earth. They enable us to antICipate and 
protract the season. They enable the inhabitantt; !Jf 
each clime to enjoy the plNJ.sures and luxuries of all. 
There is scal'cely a want, wish or a8piration of tho human 
heart which they do not in some measure help to 
ogratify." 

They are a necessary fJ.ctor to our advanced civiliz'l'­
tion. ,. But every power for good may be abused and 
perverted into a power for evil. Experience reveals a 
tendency in great railway corporatiorJs to acquire ar·d 
to ~xercise despotic power, in a way to ObStluct tr:lde 
and to bring a blight upon prtlductive indust.ry-a.1Flw('r 
which sometimes alms by b~Re means to control JegisJa· 
tion and sometimes attempts to clefy tho l:>l.w. Grave 
and complicated problt'ms 81'e lllU'3 prel"ent('d, which 
noed to be studied in tho light of econo'Uic prlTlciplt's." 
., By abuse of tbeir power llS monopoli('s the l'ltilway 
corporations may diminish the rtill1'nS of all indwtry. 
They may set their rates so high as Vll'tu \lly to '!eprlve 
producers of tho advantllge of un eldarged market. 
Thus the railway charges for tl'ansporti "g the 3gr'ieul­
lural pruducts of the West to the seaboar'd somenmes 
absol b all the difference in prices. When inc\'ea~ed de. 
maud abroad has raised the price of wheat lD the foreign 
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market the railways have been known to increase then­
charges, RO as to cover all the advan('e, and rob the 
WeSlt'l'n farmer of his share in the advaotnge. Such a 
courE'C must be depres:,ing to indu8try. It IS possible 
in the relations of the parties, hnt it is a violu.tion of 
mutual rights in these relations. Harn~f,1~y and cc-operalion 
characterize the true relation of raIlways to all other 
departments, of productive industry. It iR a foolish, 
sholt-Righted poli c-y which for a temporary advantage 
dIsl.'pgards this fundamental truth." 

The furmers are not opposed to internal improve­
ments, such as railroad!', tOlegraph and express compa­
nies, bnt to the U8e and nbuse of'their )Jower, which 
tbey wield in absorbing tho weaith of the p:t'oducers. 
Ruilroad manngl'ment in the U"ited SI3tt'S for the last 
twenty ypars has been entirely in lhe illlereSL of u. few 
individuals, who buvo bnd the RblfH'I'dneFs !lnc! dis­
honel'ty to manipulute riDgs and combinations for their 
own benefit, utterly dIsregarding the hterests of the 
farmers of this oountry (It IInge, and have only been 
canfu110 shleld them~e].;es by the bou~ht friendship 
of Je!! islators and so-called terminal 110ints . 

Cheating does not thrive sometimes long enough 10 
!lap the foundations of honesty and virtue in:t go,ern­
meot, but corporato wealth is sometimeR n:oro danger­
ous to a 'Peoplo than armies or Ntvies of a foreign 
enemy. One railroad i8 thonght to be good, then 
another is needed in order to get compoliD/!, rate~, 
and the one proposinp; to compete is swift with 
good promitSef'; a thi1 d and u. fourtb llnd yet otbers will 
corne upon the scene of 9ction. Just thp.p, when it 
seems tLat the people arc beginnmg to think they llre 
going to realize 1 heir hope of benefits f.'om thi8 lively 
competition 01 rlifferf>nt. TI'ad8 an !lgreem<.>ntis1Tade and 
a "pool" is formed by these roads ngainst the people 
that have helped to build th('m; bv thi" act cutting off 
tho last hope of th ose who had done 1'0 much to help 
e~tablish thel'o competing line!', putting the cal'l'yin~ 
trade of th<.'so communities into the hands of a great 
monopoly; all the more powerful to do the Tlt!ople an in­
jury, berause of the assil'Hlnre that thl'I'e roads from their 
combination have received f.·om each otber. This but 
serves to illus1J"ate the tendency ofcor}JOTate com bination 
which exibts throughout the whole realms of trade. More 
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More 

and more is the carrying trade of thi" eou ntry passing in­
to the hands ofsoullesfl syndicatt's and cOl'porations; more 
and more by ,cpools " and combinations /H'e the tarmer,~ 
shorn of the benefits of legitimate and honest competi­
tion. The money -power controlling these corrol'ationR" 
is zealollsly and sleeples-;ly at work devising meaDS 
with which to crush out competition, and are and bave 
been compellinl{ the great body of producPrs in tbiH 
country to -pour tribute into their cofl"m,. Well may it 
be ('a.id, "they may abuse their powers," 

According to Poor'R "Rail"oad Manual" for 1883 
there waR $7,495.471,311 of capital stock, bonds and 
other evidences of indebtedness issued by the railroad,.. 
of the United States at the clof'e of 1883 j at loast two 
bi llionR was repreRented by "' watered Rtock." What 
does this mean, and what does it accomplish? "Watered 
stock," says Senator COkfl, "means stock created by the 
stroke of the pen, cl)sting nothing except the p:lppr and 
ink llsed in makin~ it,. re-pre1'enting not a -peony of 
:tctual capital or value, bllt whICh is added to tho !lctual 
bona fide stock which rp-presents capital and is cf)unted 
~'> a part of the co~t of the )·oads." Frpight and pas­
s',mger ratef; :tre fi.."od high enollsdl to pay divldendR 
upon the whole of this $3,000,000.000 fictitious vtl.lue, as 
well as upon the re:d vallIe 

rrhl'ough this shamt'ful piece of robbery by ;tbese 
(!orporations tho cn.rrying trade of tb6 country is made 
to bear double b1]}·denf'. By this kind of highway rob­
bery farmers are comDelled tn pa.y nparly double rates 
for tl'antlportation, beca m~e these corpora.tions c ai m 1he 
l'ight to fair profi tA or c\ivicipndR upon the (>ntil"tl stock. 
~'\Valered" a'l wel[ a~ rc·al. "Watered stock" repre,entK 
'Rf)tbing hut the intent to cheat and wrong the puhllc and 
tho Cltme thnt crpated it. Yet it stands on the boo ', Rof the 
railroad corporationQ, in the Rtock markpts, everywhl're, 
00 the Rflml1 footing with stock Lonestly reprl'senlil1g 
c:ash valtle j drawl' the "':tme price, and the veople are 
taxfld in tran"pnrt:\tinn chfl.rges to p~y iotere,;t upnn it, 
as if it represented flllll1nd honest face valuo_ This iR 
no plain view of tho Auhjp,ct.. ShOWIO/! the wrong which 
-defrauds tho farmers of this country of a portion of 
their just (:nmpeosatinn for their own honest Iailor. 
These roadR. lD their construction, have been aided 
largely by the general government, by the governments 
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{)f the different States tbrough which they pasR, by 
voluntary taxation, by donations of labor, money and 
l·igbt-of-way. 

Ileal' Senator Terrell, of Texas, upon this subject: 
U Capital bas tombined everywhere in corporation!'!, aud 
as ~UI'plu'l capital increased, !lew fieldi-l ot enterpI'isc 
were !;lpnght ill the South and West, and new pretenses 
WHe invel.tt-d 10 induce government, both National 
:md State, to ~ustain the few in grand enterprises at the 
expel se ot the common proppriy and general treasure. 
Men ~t'emcd almobt, without regard 10 party, to forget 
that this WU;.l :1. govcn,m('n t of the pe{lp1<" made by tbem~ 
and for lhe,i1' benefit. 'rhus it bappOIlod that during tho 
Inte war, when all tbings wt'l'e demoralized, over two 
hundred million of acrt's (Of public IUlld ..., obtained hy 
war aT d treaty, by and f"r the whole popple, was gmDtcd 
10 inc·orp,.rated eapitalistll to bllild railroad!'. Texas 
,tlf'O j"ined in tbit:; cru..ade to buila Fteam ro"ds into th~ 
wJJdernt'~", and gave away 4G.OOO,OCO of acres_ Enongh 
land WIIS given away by .National and State govern­
menls to furnish five acre'l to every man, woml:l.u ll.'1d 
('hild in Ameril'a-more land than there is in Great 
B rl1ain, In·bud amI Fmnce comblDen, and nearly twice 
as muoh fiR in New York and all New England (!OID­

him-d. O rdy three years ago Secretll.l'Y Teller reporteu 
that 315,t,OO,OOO acret! of land had been given to railway 
owners, a VMbt portion of which WMS tied up in unearned. 
grants to roadt; cbartered twenty veal's l;IgO, on wbich 
not a spike bad been driven, and tbat the people were 
proh ibilt'd hom pre-emptIDg on these landR. 

"W hen you remem bel' tbat thiR profligate waste of 
choice ]r.nd!<, from the foot of tbe Rocky M.ountams to 
the Mis~ouri rivt.r :md trom the Gulf of Mexico north, 
was dono undt·r the pretense that government aid waR 
a nec(,f;~ity, the r ank hypocril:'Y will stand revealed: 
whl'n I tell you tbat more n,iles of railroad were built in 
1883 thlln (:Vt'l' bE'foro in one yesr, and t hat, too. with()ut 
Jand gmnt (11' subsidV_ This CODgrcs~ional lareeny oE' 
the 'Peopi p's heritage, tbi ... rape on the rights of' landless 
million ... , waR not born (If tho gonius of uue democracy" 
whose pl'inc1p1es are eternal, alld which never enricheR 
the few by bef'tnwing on tLem from tbe public treasu.re,. 
under sny pretense. No matter who were partIel< to tbd 
robbery, the spirit of democracy, which means the' 
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greatest good to the gl'eatest number, waq disregnrded 
or t\)rgotten. But corporate greed did not stop there. 
It lIsked for and obtnined the Iud of the government to 
the extpnt of $123,000,000 In bonds to build their roadR 
Ii> the Pu(:ifie Veean. On these road·, M shown by Mr. 
Bayard in the Americ·an Senate in 1 78, W3S netted in 
clear f<t<'ulllge of government bond" to tbl'ir iocorpol at­
ors $43,960,(00, under the Credit Mobilier villainy. 
Puuso hpre 1\ moment and answer me: Whoso money 
was tha1? Thl' goverr,mcnt has no mOlley except lh;t 
received from the -peoplo in taxe~, direct or indil'(~ ct, und 
so tha.t mOlley, which represented the Ju bor of mi:lions 
of American eitizeD~, was loaned to cllpilalisl!ol, Who 
were already euri"heLi by pr(,tected entcrprlses, to build 
railrouds, to be owned and operated by themselves. 

"ThIlR hasarace ot' manot'tLCturing prillce~, pampered 
by pal'Lial laws, developed i !,to a new breed of men III 

Americ:1 ('ailed' !"ailrcad kiD~S,' who dominate the ~reat 
thoronghfares of the people, and who transmit thcir 
orders from New York over telegraph wire~, also owned 
hy them, to their ~missaries a.t Nntil)nal and State 
capitals, lind have thus far defied control. DO~!l any 
man doubt this? Then listen tf) the wOl'd~ of Allen G. 
Thurman. lbat grand old tribune of the people. On 
April 2, 1878, he ~aid: 'I have ~ccn this Senate chamber 
fill ..d with the rail1'09d lobby; I have seen the galleries 
filled; I have Been the corridors filled; I have lSepn the 
committee room be~ie/!cd; I huvo seen the Senators be­
&ieged at their houses by a J'ailroad lobby, but never did 
I See one man, or .bear of one man, here urgi ng legif<la­
tion hostile to these companies.' And, for "aying that, 
1\ railroad lcbhy of Ohio defeated his re·elecLion to the 
U"uited States Senate. 

•, Let TlO man decelVe himself; the grand causo of 
discontent among the laboring people tn·day had its 
lOOt in government par~iality to favored das;:es, who 
mould the policies of' government~, und who, being io­
eOl'pftruted and law proof in their castl es of vested 
right~, aro thif< day kindling a vnlcano which threatens 
the vcry Jibel'tieR of this people." 

ThiH is not all. Look at the sub<idies and fran­
c':lises that the people bave given these road!:! fl'om firf't 
to last. Thommnds of miles of right·of·wa:; have bCI'n 
grV'en them by the people, and every city and town 
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thl'ouglo wLioh they run are forced to sub3idize tbem. 
liberally. If the citi zi3ns of the country, town or city 
did not" put up" to suit these corporatlOns they went 
around them ancl made a town them~elve~ on land tha,t 
somebody had given them, realizing high prices for lots 
that cost them nothing, and utterly destl'oying the value 
of property in the town so" froze out." In theit· pre­
liminary surveys of 10c:ttion they run pal'allellinc:3 to 
indnee the ~l'eatest possible amount of subsidy ft"oo:;]. tho 
confiicniog interests of 10Cll trade ccntr·es. Tiley at tho 
same time get tho peoplo along th ei r l"csp"'otive routeR 
worked up to the higbef<t pitch of entllu"iasm in th pir 
hop t's of secllring a Toad, whert it 18 ~iuen out that the 
road will be built on a certain line (not the onl1 selected) 
or th:1.t it has been abandoned, aud when the people 
have lost all hopes of the road the mil way m:1.~nUlee, 
tbrough th('i1' agents, quietly buy up the most valuable 
lands alon~ their route" at ruinous pric~E', and hold them 
for the l,uroose of speculation. 

A~ain, in many placef', notably North MissiSSIppi, 
couDtit's by ,oto have contrncted bonded debt" to aid in 
the conRtrllclion of ro:tdf:. in which tho original incor­
porators have only established a partisl grade or rnad­
b\! d , ~e1JiDg lheir rights to new corpoJ"ationf:, who aban­
doned Ihe enterpl'iqe, and after a \:lpf'O of twenty year~, 
without a tie laid or a spik-o driven . tho pMple of theRe 
counties bll.vf', by the deeiRion of their highe8t courts, 
been compelled to pay th eRO Sllbsidies, to protect the 
rights of •. innlJcent pu,rchasel's." 

Thus the children of the men who voted tbis tax and 
Ruffllred th~mqelves to be 8w:nd lcd by thef<e original 
corporations, upon reaching matnrity, are cf)mplllled to 
pay a tax, pr'incipal and into1'eRt, which they oid not 
contract, and from which they derivo no benefit what­
ever. Two things 3re certain to them-death and tax· 
ation. We rio not oppose the pE'ople of any (Jommunity 
hones ~ly aiding in the construclion of :1 gl'Pflt th OI'Ollgb­
faro of travel in their mid~t, bllt WA havo nevel' favored 
the idea of giving a rich man 10,000 aCI'es of land if he 
will build a mile of railroad for himself, with pel'mis~ion 
to tax us for its maintenance and iDlereRt on his i nvest­
ment. And how much worse i~ it to pay a tax fOl' con­
:-;truction whero a l'0ad is never built. Chief Justice 
Shaw, of Massachusetts, s[lYs: "The real and porsonal 
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property necess!I.'',Y to the establishment and mllnagement 
of a railroad lS ve~ted in tbo corporation, but it is held in 
trust for the publi':'" It i~, therofore, as an agent of the 
State, that a railwtly ,~ol'pf)1'lltion takes land 1'1'010 it~ 
citizens and establlshefl :~ hi~hwny of intercourse and 
commerce for tbo public service; hence, in the very 
nature of the case, its po\\"ol'~ and vested l'ii!;hts cannot 
be held and exerci~ed iodepennent!y of the State-. 

The government i!> fair", to its own sacred trusts if it 

does not bold sueh (Jol'porations over ref'pnDsib!e in all 

respects for their ('('Induct in 1he discbarge of their 

proper function!'_ Until tho I!0vernment shall take 

Home control of' tbese public highwaYR. subRidiz ~d with 

the people'" land and money, and regulate their eal'ni ' gs 

it can never know how much 1hoy caT' uffol'd 10 pl1y 

labor, and yet have fair a,nd honest dividends upon the 

capital really invested, We h"al' of road" ~oing mto the 

hands of receive),R, aggregating in capItal Hoc-k and 

bonds millions of dollur;, We he-ar (If strikes and great 
strife sometimes belwepn rnilroad emplllyes and 
their manager!', which ldfec't the channels of h'ade 
and locks the greateRt wheels of com mHce, resultmg 
disastrou~ly to our whole cnmmunity of iotel'cst, And 
we hear a loud and continuous cry of freight and pas­
selIger discrimination coming up from eVt'Ty qllarter of 
our country, with the urgent demand for restrIctive and 
projecti,o lrgislat ion. 

There mu~t be maTlY RCTeWR lonse somewhm'e about 
these c[)rporalion~; l111d the1'll are g"('at wJongs and 
evils existing in ~ODle W:ly. li' lI l' tho, afety and wdfare 
of our country the fiJrmer~ demand that tbese s"rews be 
tightened up, the wronn's righted and all th e evils (' 01' ­

recten. Tbp. I"tel'-S tatn Co mm"I ce Law, so long and so 
f:lithfully advocated by Rt'nat"l' Rell gl1n, o f T t'xas, is the 
only speedy, Fafe and sure solution uf this stupendous , 
fJ.uestion-the raill'o:,(l prob 'em, And It is lor tho best 
ioterel'ts of till the people to :~ ivfl the law their moral 
support and on('oUJ'lIgement, It i" contltitulional and 
jlllSt to the peoplf', jU'lt to lhe J'ailroads, and this is all 
the farmers of thi" eoun1"y !18k or demand of anv legis­
lative body, S late Ot· National. All that the farmers 
wi~h i8 their just rightR lind the pI'ntecti(ln tbat is pI'oper 
fur their enj"yment of tl1<'m. All thlll. thoy are willing 
to concede IS that these giant cOl'poru\ious have a liberal 
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interest upon all Rtock representing cash actually paid 
in, a.nd all "watered stock]l unrepre;ellted in the pay­
'i:l;Icnt of dividends. This payment upon "watered 
stock," if continued, is only continued robbery. The 
farmers have sil!'ntly and uncomplainil ,g ly borne the~e 
wrong~, while they have viewed thefle encl'oachments 
of powt'r until they have perceh-ed that to submit, longer 
will belo allow the web, woven llround them so strongly 
that they cannot be broken. 
/ The 'Int er,State Commercc L aw IS tbe greatest step 
taken by tLe Nat ion al Lt,giRl atn1'0 to protect the in te1'­
csts of the agricultural community from corporate greed 
in the laht twenty years. While it is not what its f . iends 
and f,upp"rterR wil-bC:'d, yet it iH the ('ntE'ring wedge to a 
gl'eatcr and broader Jaw in tbe future, Let the Com­
miRsion enforco the law in tho caf'O of railroads just as 
' t would be done with any otht·l' cltlzen or citizens. 
, Thel>e /l:rcat artericR uf 1rade, if ollce controlled in 
their methods and curbed in their (lornbina'"ioni', may be 
made what thllY Wfre intended to be-a bource of honest 
profit to thOll" owners and a blessil:g to all th~ people. 
But let them remain unchE'ckcrl in theil' power and ex­
actinu!', and, like tho many,h..aded red dragon in the 
a.pocalypse, they will forever rule the~e States with 
their rods of iron, and stand ready to devoUl' the fruits 
of hon('~t labor. It concern!', t hol'efo1'<', every citi zen 
of tho Uflited States that tho railway ~hall feel, in ::Ill ils 
ope1'ation~, the ever present powcr ot the government, 
and be su bj ect to its c mtrol." 

c, We mu",t retrace OUl' steps and begin to narrow the 
chasm dug by partial laws, Ol' we will Roon have no 
right~ left worth Pl'c'lPI'virg. EVE'ry acre of land granted 
as a mbsidy, by National or Stato govermentF, which 
has not Leerr faidv earned in tho time prescribed, should 
be reclaimed and kept for the p('ople. Tbe crime 
of bribery, that. (lon," enient tool of cOl'pora 0 power, and 
unjust discriminations and rebates that make or break 
towns and trlloe8mE'n, f'hould be visited with Ruelden 
pU()lsbment, GnmblilJg in the neceRF:1rieg of life with 
capital. whether corpora to or indIVidual, and tbe making 
of pnoJs and corners 10 set at naught the natul'lIl Jaws 
of trade, I:'honld be punif'hl'd as a con'pn'acy againf;tthe 
people, and a felou's garb ~hould be placed on any official 
of a corporation" ho I:'peflulates in securities." "A clear 
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apprehens;on and consideration on the p3rt of our 
mtdligent citizens genemily. in the light of both 
economic :md moral prillciple~, flf the evil a~ well as the 
good involved, wiil work (Jut the f'urest correction of 
tho evil Ilnd tho truest Sllft'~llflrd of the ~ood. Grave 
questions of legislation are b\:"foro the cuulJtry on which 
the people, at:! wdl as their law makers, ne..d to have an 
inteJligelltjudgment. How "hull the rights ot' innocent 
htockholdcrt:! oe gU!lrdf'd ngain"t the machinations of 
unscrupulous m3.Uagerb? liow "hall theso corporations 
be protected in thOll' just private righ t:,>, aud yet bo held 
under rCl:;trictions anu rel'}>omi biliti l s which will keep 
them true a nd fai thlul in their II g itimatc functions as 
llg ' nts of the State for ~reat puhl l(; inter ests? Sball all 
btl left to the separatfl uud val'} i og: action of 1ho several 
S late", or I>hal1 the National Congl'tf-t:! exercise its con­
,titntiol ,al power to regu la to Cilrn merce between the 
Sta te" by en actments which sh -,I! be n ll iftH'm and author­
It:1ti ve over tho wh ole CO H IIU- ? 'fh" Wil< ~- f;t and pro­
f .uade",t I'tate s m an Ri1 i p i n t h' I,',n i1 nel'ded fo r the 
so lltion I,f th ct-e prohlems. 1,:' ~:tc" of MIl Ie~if, l ation, 
mo re eiT (;trve tban all 81a ut(' ,J tl e H.UI d p!!bl i c sen t i-· 
menl, fllrmNi and g ui!!c!t to· :' g' ,( Ii C I E'( il. TIC',' ('In tho 
part of tht' b dy of uut' p('! l' !'-.J >'e Ii" •• H\. which rcsts 
on BTl illtclll!:ellt l'f'gald j.ll- It l'I,d rn ':d principles 
of }lolltwal ec()romy in lh i s a id' bt l' HI'I'JlI'ations-a 
Cll I-<;i .,c" wllidl hold" i· d, J{ ad ('nl duet to tho ways 
of j1lstir'o :11 (t honor, alld wi ii'll'. l'I'('~S itself, th rough 
all (:i1,:lfJll( Is 0f ~(\I'i:l.l illtCJ en' P :11 d )'0: "la r influenco, 
in (!Ol d,-mrmlioll 01 t1'(':I(-\)(' ~', fl', I ,t :. 1 ]'(,bbery, how­
ev('l' ~ulJtlo ::md ;;hl'l wU. t h, l' (-e""1 ". h. wever gran d 
t lC f:'f':t\o of' opcl'!lti(,r}oJ, hUI\ ':Vl'1' rich the r esults of: 
SUlCe's,rul wi:kedne~s ," 

T HE lcAml EU~' ALL U)(JE. 

'rhc f:lrm( r, moe nl)\\' ua"dpd 
I n OIl(' \ ;L ... t :tillt tl ligol,ty hrong ; 

Th(' i r 1 (ll''''-S HI'" ll'W J.! ndpd, 
'Ill,'), lire 1I1,,['(;l1 i, ~ p; l':l ll<.l ly nil, 

'I'l l! iI- \\,;1 1' CIS now i;; snUlltl" ng 
Oil ~I'el'y Iii]] nml p I ,in, 
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From the A t1nntie Oeenn'~ bi lows 
'l'otlte H ocky MOlll,ltaill's thain, 

This mighty lU~Ss is moying. 
Wil h gl'tllfL triumphnl cry; 

Ami the.rwntcb \\ ord is: lUullopoly 
Must either yield or die, 

For 10Dg, long "ears btn"e noble mell 
llcell'eru"hec1'by uI<,ni 1I rule, 

TLe -s~lv,s alJd "ires k~pt to:ling-, 
'1 heir ehill.he.l kt'pL 1'10.11 school. 

'With energy amazinz. 

The :Sout 'n"OIlS bent to toil, 


Bopin~ that ill c millg years 

'1h y'd be mnsters of ltJe s.11. 


For In'my years thpy lived Oil hope, 

l'lt .. t they mighi prosperous be: 


But ,, 11 ill vain, Ille,) pOuler grell', 

HulcJ by monopoly , 


That tyrant';; grip each houl' g'l'Cl\' ~lt'ong, 
:M orc l';rrclly >lnd more prouJ ; 

Anc1 pbu:c1 ibclf n, mnstcr 
tret' the pat:en', lOilu6' crowd. 

This I'o\\'er th,y Jelt too ~tl'ong to brenk, 
If tried by ogle 111 ,n ; 

Eo Ih,> elY \\liS J':lisec1 : "Jin1l inlo 11.1C 
ALII fO"l'I11 II Einglc hand:' 

• l.s 11Y n quick. (·lecl1'i(' spnl'k, 
The milliolls henr I • he call, 

An(l j illcd the 1'1Inks. dtterfl.linec1 that 

In liod ll1ey'c1 tru"t thtil' bll. 


'Ihnse men !I."C join~n in heart aDd llflllll, 
'Wbile noble j, their call'e, 

They'll fil';l1t for frecdom us one m~ll, 
Ullti1 .ill-tice fl'tll\1cS th~ir iallo. 



SINCE the adoption of our Constitution and the 
assembling of tbe first Congress under the same, we 
have had a tariff law of some kind. What is a Tariff? 
"It IS a law of Congress which rcquires goods hlndcd in 
our ports, or brought into our country, to pay a tax, and 
this tax is called a duty. 

"The first gl'eat object of such a Jaw is to raise 
revenue for the National Treasury, to pay the expellseH 
of the government, The goods when lallded pass through 
cUfltom-houses at the port!.', where they are examined, 
weighed, measurpd or counted by the government 
officers, who receive the amount of tbe tnx, 

" But this tax, althouga fin't paid, by the importer of 
the goods at tbe cU6tom-bouf:p. is at last paid by the peopte. 
Because the higher the tariff or tax i8 on a partIcular 
kind ot goods tbe higher must the wholesale importer 
se ll it a1terwnrd to make a profit in bis business. For 
in3tance, if the importer brings in cloth for which he 
gavo ono dollar a yard, and he wants to make 10 per 
cent. profit on It, he must;! sell It for one dollal' and ten 
cents, If the tariff duty or tax on it is 100 per cent. 
that iR tlDOt her dollar on the ya1 d, and as he wants to 
make 10 per c( nt. on all his outlsy he must !>ell it for 
two dollars and twenty cents. This he sells to tile 
Southern or W ('stern merchant, and the lat tel' also wants 
to make his prdit (If bO per ceut., beiDg one·third more, 
He will, th£'refore, have to sell it 10 (me of our farmers 
01' mechani(·s for three dollars and thirty cents a yard. 
llcre we Fee thnt the importer, in the first place, paid 
only one dollar a yard tax into tho Treasury, but tho 
nollar at last comet! out of the farmer or mecbaniJ who 
buys the cloth for use, WIth the profit on it, making Sixty 
cerds more. Thus we see that the importing mel'chant, 
when he !.'ells his good .., not only charges the first cost 
and a profit on it, but he adds the amount of the tax at 
the eustom-bouso and a profit on it also; and an addi­
lional profit IS charged on both cost and tax by every 
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merchant thl'ough whoqe band:i they afterwar(l pass, 
unlil they u.l'e u.t Ja'lt bought for actual US" of the retail 
merch~nt, who ch:l1'ge!>. his profi t; at t!!1y f'l'om ~3 to 100 
per cont. on the whr}le" That in the ond th~ consumer 
bas to pay thi8 tru'lff or tax no onc can deny. 

A tariff tor reve,me is not only all that uongress bas 
power to levy, und~r the Con!';titution, but it iRjustand 
equitable to all clas!'es and ,all interes ts. Such:.l. tariff 
must be levied chidly upon goods which come mObt 
liharply in competition with those of home tn!l.uui':1cture 
and home Jab!) ('. It placet; domestic manufaetures upon 
perfect I:!quality with tbose of f .. reign governments, and 
this is all th ey sh ould a!'k and all they should have. 

A proteetive tariff is a lax levied upon the wholo 
peop le. to favor a ~pecial e l ~ss of m anufactures. S uch 
a tal'i ff tax uever has been nor n ev er Can be made f:til' 
and equi tahl e to all, fell: itR fundamentu.! princip le is an 
1l1?just favoritIsm a~ai nst w hieh thc C[,l!lS' s not FlO favored 
in:;tilletive ly lJl"Hest. It does Jlot make any dilf.ll'('nco 
whu.t namo a government m:w :lSRUITt<" whl'n it" Jcgi~lu­
tiV(l 3et'l are iu the int<Jrest of a c .!l'tuilL cia,s its f'ystcm 
l:i wrong. 

1'I'otd:lioni'ltR claim thn.t Ameri"al1 m'muf:tr'tUl'Ol'~ 
are a ciaRS of ptlnpp.r:'l, un:tl,/o to guppnrl tllem-l'iv .. ~ by 
the sale of thell' pr()0uc'R:lt lh('ir m'>!'k, t \':.Iue; thol't)· 
f'JI'(" th,' govtJrrJmenl mu~t f'nh~irliz' lll"rn by In-Ylng !\ 

tax upon tho ~r('at body of pl'()dlll"'l'~ of the el)l1ntl'y 
and donate it to them, '1'.) f'l1Pl'ort thl'-" manuh"tul'ol'S 
the Natio:',a ' p:overnrncnt h:L~ in:Jugll :l.tt'([ an indirect 
t:1-" a protectivo larifl' of from 40 to GO pel' ccnt, upon 
imppl'tuo good~, that these manufllc:tl11'<'rl'l mi£!;l1t rell.li7.o 
)I1()I0 for 'their produeLs tban they !Ii',: worth in the 
market. 

'this protccti,e tax iR levied by !!!)vcrnment upon 
the ]llea ot protectillg "injilrd indu·tri('s." It is not 
(,Iaimed hy it!' adH,u11t'S that it !-hou (I btl" permanent." 
But in the history of thi" gov('l'nm"flt it lJ:tCl not Ft 
(;on~id(,TE:d it. elf <tId cnongh "to walk alonr," ulthough 
p:.:st its " three score and ten," 

Ilenry Clay, in di"cllsl"in(! the tUl'lff in 1S16, said: 
"The obj ect (,I' prote(·ting manllfu("lP'l'!>. waH that we 
might eventnally ~et uJ'ticlcA (If lICc~~sit\· made ue cheap 
at home llS they could be imported, alld 1hereby l1roduce 
an independence of 10re;gn (;01.!D.tr i lS," In {( tltre(' years," 
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he said, "we could judge of the ability of our establish­
ments to furnish those articles as cheap as they were 
obtained from abroad, and could begin to JegisllLte with 
the lights ot experience." He believed that (( three years 
would be sufficient to place our manufactories on this 
desirable footing." 

SIxty-nine years have passed since these senti­
meuts were expressed by MI'. Clay, and what was then 
asked as a bounty to manufacturers is now claimed as a 
blessing to the whole'peoplc. 

In 182-1 Mr. Webster said that the cotton manufac­
turers in Massachusetts had even then" passed the point 
of competition "-that is, that protective legitllation was 
no lon£{or noeded by them. 

Thel:!e industries which then begged for" temporary 
bounties from the people" now arrogantly demand gl'eater 
conr-esRionl:! than they dared ask for in the be~inning. 
Do these industries need groater protection now than at 
their o~tablishment? This tariff tax has beon variously 
rated "A f"llow8: 

In 1779 the duty was only 8 1-2 per cent. ad valorem; 
br>twecn that :mc\ 1792 it WU'I rai ..ed to 11 per cont.; in 
1792 to 13 12 per cent.; from 1821 to 18:W the averago 
was 34 ner cent.; f!'Om 1>:;26 to 1832 it was 4~ pill' cent; 
fl'om 1832 to 18-15 the averag03 rate was 31 per cent., 3. .<l 
from 1816 to 18GO the average rate was only 23 P Jr cont . 
Tho present tariff rate is aboilt42 per cent., but it Ahould 
be b')rne in mind that by tho pI'esent law, especially 
upon all kinds of goous used by fa.rmers and laboring 
people in this country, tho burdens are mut;h higher, 
while the articles of luxul'Y, u'-ied by the rich, boar com· 
paratively light burdens. The uuty upon window-glas~ 
18 frllm 59 to 84 per cent.; on iron bands, hoops and 
eotton·ties from 62 to 81 per cent.; on blacksmith's 
hammers, 81 per cent; cotton thread, 55 to 61 per cent-j 
cottonadeA, etc., 49 to 58 per cent; woolen shawls, of> 
per cent.; woolen blankets, hats, etc., 90 per cent., while 
the duty upon diamonds, cameos, gems) pearls, rubies, and 
other precious stones, articles used only by the wealthYi

is 
only 10 per cent., so that the average rate upon artie es 
of necessity is probably above 50 per cent. 'fhese com­
parisons could be carried much farther, varying but 
littlo in their general application. . 

There is no class in the country to·day more dlscon­
8 
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tented on Rccount of class legislation, both State bnd 
National, or more outspoken in their oxpressions of 
discontent ment than the agriculturists and labol'jng 
classos. Unfortunately for them they are scattered all 
over the land; they are separated from ODC another by 
tbo neceFRitif's of their lives. In tho past they have not 
bad the facilitit's 01' benefits of organization and could 
not have cunforenco for united action, which tbe labol'­
jng men in the cities possess, 01' wbich the manufacturers 
know so well how to usc. But, on the other hand, the 
very men ",ho are l'esponsiblo for tho depression of the 
.)!ltire agricultural interests arc now and have been 
banded togethcr by bonds which even p:t.rt.y fealty can 
not dl'''ltrov. They control tho valne of the f,~rmers' 
toil, like the old feudal lord:.'l, and their sinews of war 
aro 'Provided by tho plunder taken. 

It is idle t() t:llk of the I1gl':cullul'i ·ts being satisfied 
Will thl> ox~"tiJg condition of t llS system, ot t'lxution, 
f.nd It i ~ eq nll - idle t.o deny that Oongl'eS3 is deaf to 
their ~ PP' L~ , hcc~u.se of tl 0 Sl POl'i.)l' power of organi­
7.ution and greater fit,at'ciul 1'e30Ur 'os of the manufac­
tul'ing lords. ,. A. smaller b:>cty of men, compactly 
organized, with abundant rCR(;UrceEl, have alw:lYs been 
able to oppres~ the disorganized IDnjority." 

The brif1' W:1S first impo::;0d in order to eqllulize the 
benefits of nature; in order to make the f ••ctory as 
vrufitable as the farm. Ittake~, thercfore, from the farm 
al d gives to the factory. It was imposed because the 
ordinnry and natural retu.ns of agriculture, for the 
capital invested and labor employed, were so great that 
the profits of manufiicturing wcro llot equal to agricul­
ture. It was thought that • gricullul'e could for a few 
years bear an additional burden in doveloping our 
(( infant industries." Now lot us see what the effect in 
equalizing things has been. From 1850 to 1860 the in­
crea!\e in value of farms was 100 per cent., or 
$3,273,469,581. From 1860 to 1870 it waR 41 per cent" 
or S2,714 758,654. From 1870 to 1880 it was 9 per cent., 
or 892-1,293,915. Let us see the effec1s that this 
tariff tax is having upon the farmers of this country, 
from another standpoint, as s~own by the statistics from 
1870 to 1880: 

Farms of 3 acres and under, 37 per cent. decrease. 
Farms of 3 to 10 acres, 21 pel' cent. decrease. 
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Farms of 10 to 20 acres, 14 per cent. decrease. 

F.lrms of 20 to 50 acre~, 8 p er cent. d ecrease. 

Farms of 50 to 100 a"r cfl, 37 p er cent. increase. 

F!~rm8 of 100 t o GO Oflcr es, ~OO per cent. incr ease. 

Fal'ms of 500 to 1000 ~cres, 379 per cent. increa.se . 

.Farms of 1000 acres and over, 663 per cent. increase. 

In the cotton States during the flame period : 

'fhree acres and u:1der, 31 per c'rt. decrease. 

Three to 10 acres, 22 per cent. dccrense. 

'ren to 20 aerei:l, ] 0 per cent. ir crease. 

'r"n to 50 aCl'ci:l, 24: per cent. inereafe. 

F fty to 100 ac:res, ,i per cent. increase. 

0.0 hll!:urcd to 500 aC1'I'<"I, 349 per ce).lt. increase. 
Five hunJred to lOCO fLC1'C", 491 per cent. incl'case. 
Oue t l('u"fl.ud acr, s or oYcr, 1050 1)('1' cent. increase. 
'rho averag<3 farm in the United States in 1870 was 

134 u.n(\;,; :.1 1(;80 tbo average was about 325 acres. 
S 1 .ui 1 this r. '0 of increase cO[lillllC, ill 1900 the ~'verage 
t: I'm in thl) UI ilcd S·~tI.'S "ill be 600 acres. If we 
alluN ~O ~""r(''! to the hand, in 1900 we will have 30 
tep'\nL to (1'10 '!1rdlord. 

Tn t'll' State of nl"nriR nbout flO per cont. of the 
fJl' s nrc j.lOrcgsb d f r 90 pel' (;()nt. of their ,alue. 

,'tlin 1ne h,t fho YCh'S thlhr.nC1sofll'inoishavo 
p,.t ~;;:3.000,OOO more I IJan il:ell' f~lrInfl produced. In 
1~8 ' .hq·lo;t ~tb()ut 819,000,0\.10 j during he Ft1.lne period 
11:- nul '0' (1" of tho Swte realizod e clenr profit of 
$~O,O JO,eoo. 

In tb.!' State$ of 1.:-ebraRka and Kamm!! over 78 per 
ee'lt. 01' tbo farms are mortgaged for about 80 per cent. 
of their v. ittc. 

l"orci:.ru lllndlorJc own 50,OOO,O'j() acre!! of American 
landil. 'rho K ~tlOnn l government gave to tho ....rorthern 
P.:elfir: rnilruad in Lmds un area l'quul to :J. strip two 
miles wide cncirclin~ the globo. It is thm Goen tbat 
tho lands of the United Stutes are passing rapldly into 
the h:wd3 of landlords and monied corpol'.1.tions. ..c:r0 

fi'jeud of Amorican in. t itutioDs will deny thut if a 
cbange, f.peedy, tho rough and cffectual, is not at once 
inaugurated an end will surely come to our republican 
form of government. 

The decade from 1850 to 1860 was that of :l revenue 
tariff. The decade from 1860 to 1870 and fl'om 1870 to 
1880 were those of a high protective tariff-na.mely, 
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taking fl'om the farmers by law and giving to the man­
ufiwi Ul'rl's. The 8amf~ indieation of decay in the gl'neral 
))I'(lRpcrity of the agricultural classeR-for it is nothing 
clse-ill ... hown if we take tho value of agricultural im­
plemeDIR, machinery and of live stock, and takir g eveJ'y 
thi"g on th ... f:lI'm, as well as the f:l1m it!'('lf. We find 
that ill tho fii'fit d earle the illCl'eaRe was 101 PPl' cent.; 
the s"coUli iLwas 39 pel' cent; the tbil'd only 9 perccpt. 
Takin!.! the de('nde from 1850 to 1)<60 tiS a m"a lP'e of 
till' natural gr0wth c.f the ag1'icultunl.l wealth, tho 1101" 

nud and healthy growth, ben lthv aliko for the" 11 •.10 
porI,., and pxtclldin~ it to 1880, we find that rt lh~tt 
ppriod the f'arminl! wealth RbouJd hnve hf'nn S:~2 2±J,­
990002. wh.'n In fat"t 1t wss only $12,10.1,081 4..J.l; or 
ifdnH'Hrdil g th,~ 1>"'1' cent wo :tR~umo thllt the ~H'tual in­
('I"'aRn from 18:,0 tt) 1)0;60 waR 11 e oltly bil' mf'''I'nl'l', t.he 
t'1 III ug"icult u I',d walth Rh .. nlrl hu.vll h "'II S16,052,507,­
73~, Wil"n in r.10t it wa~ S-l,OOO 000,000 ]o~s tha'l tpi:-l 
~1I111. We hav~' ll- .. d lh"!':I' fi!!I1I'('" to i ldi .. 10 It IC(l(,' 'T, 
v ·h is 111,d<'nIHhk, HI:Jt. bail befn g .in~ 0') "itb hI) 

m 1 "'. lind", h i h tho y aro llot ablo to (.( Unh rac,t by 
)>1 0 .1(' i P. ' 

A~,lit), tht' [',rm 'rs (, .mpl"i-e ono·h df of th,' I opn n­
t;on of th· ... (")'1 I'll 'T. WI) 1l11W C:1'\ th(\ tl(>'1' i In 0, the 
ren.der to :.t' nthet' (,hSl'J,Uli", on thl- !'-':I i c, Tho 
C. 'I 1'. po, I>' "h .. w tlt·.1 f""nl l~f) t I I, ~O t 11' " nT J'S 

in '1' , e(\ rh .. il' WI':L11h by S± U:3,!)8~,181. Tile I f'l' 
h,' . 01 1h" p"plIl:ltion h:1" inm'l:l~l'd t!"1\ 'I' ,·:.lith 
€;:2 ,~)59 77-J..~51 It. i~ also tIne in tl1i- ]:111<'1' s'",. TIl'lt 

that t. U1"·til", h· IIf thiR wealth haR no' ~o' (1 t) till' me ­
chan'c>, :\lId uay ]nbolerN ofoul' oountl), hilt to i"c["l:a,o 
the WCUllh ' f tho l11},Nldy ovor 1'i('h (",-,;·p"rati o"". 

E~-eJy intcllivent, thir,king m .. n, \'ith \bl'se slnte­
men t of fHCt~, kJl(,Wi: thllt somethln~ i ... \"('1'r ....,TJ·ong, fl)l' 
tho farmer cre:J.'('s th.., wealth of tho (lOtln11'V from the 
soil. We see that though one-half are f'1l"me1'S, nnd 
th~y toil sIxteen hOUt'R a day, !mpplying th" (,ommunity 
at large with food :Hld weallh, yet a itel' I he most rigid 
& onomy their savingf! have only b .. en one·sixth of tbe 
b>1.vings of all "thet· classes; OJ. in oth.-r word~, when 
the farmer gets one dolllil' out of his toil some one else 
mak eR six: out of it. "That the American government, 
whose froedom and ind('pendence had their birth in the 
resistance of an UlojUt:lt tax, levied upon a few articles 
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to aid the Bl'itish government in reducing bel' debt, 
should so far forget the pl'ir\{'ip\os and tellching<t of her 
fathcl" as to turn pimt urou tho most def()n!'f'lt's~ por­
tion of hOI' own citizeus and l)lUllllfll' them for th,; bonl'fit 
of :l11oth('1' clns~ who have alrt'udy gl'own strong aT d 

TP" 'l'ful hy favoritism, is a sad commt'ntary upon re­
pUl1lfo: n illc'itntions." 

., WI "t vdvantu[!('s do Enropean rnanufucturrrs 
po~ • stint \\0 cannot comp to wilh them in 1"'1' own 
marl.ot·? W.) l'O~'C"!< a eountJ'y more p1'olific t h::n any 
il th~ orld. Our I1!ltura\ ro-ourCl'R :11'(' i!le :hnn~tihie, 
and \,e I'c:ll'ch in >tlin to find a land ..."hrr<~ (:'very Wal t 
can he U'1 nearly sati~fied 3S in our own. In the prn­
dUt·tioll 01' purehaRe of raw matoriHls fC'}'eign mltTluf:lC­
turrI'S ],avI) an advuntRgo in but two tll'ti('les, T: w ,,11k 
snd wool; all 01ber material!", c~recift lly thoso n ...ed in 
the m!lnuf<l.ctnrc of tho gl'Ol1t stapl,·I", our mltDl}t:wtnTel'S 
can obtain at 10\,\,c1' prices than their ft1T('Ip;n compl·litoJ's. 
In tho pUTchaRe of wool (lur munufuf'turers would be 
upon an equality with their fOl'(';gn competi10Tfo1, llnd 
prohably poi'sess an advantage, if it waH not for tbe 
tariff. Cotton we. not only miRe to supply Ollr own 
manufarturerFl, but to furnigh material for onr com­
petitorR; ,wd to admit that they can pU'l'cb9.S0 the same 
from m~, pny tnlURporbtion to their m:J.Dufactorics, pur­
chase fond from us and pay tranRporlution on the sume 
to feed their Jaborels whilo manllfac-turirg it, llnd then 
pay tTaIlspnrtation hack to l1S and eelllowf>r lb:m we 
can IDllnufaCll11'e at home, is to confeFs a want of ubility 
and enteTpdso in our own people that is humiliating. 
In our own markets we possess the advantnges l)f 
tramportatio'1 o.....er all other countries, and over 
our greatest compotitoT8, the English, we pOSRe~s the 
ad~anl ages of chl'ap Inn!'!', cheap rent!;!, choap building 
IDl11eT ial, and cheq) fnod." 

"Why Fhould the goyerrmeDtpnt bel' ba"ds into the 
pockets of one clal's ~r.d tako fre m them It p"rtion of 
thc·ir Pill d el'l'llings and give it to anotber? We leave 
this question for tho f~~l'mer to answer, IlS he fOllows 
in the luTl'nw of bis plow; the mecha.nic, as be tr-ils in 
his shop; tre miner, as hc digs LrI1cath the gT()uI1d with 
his pick, and the Iuborer ~IS be g{l('S home at rtight weary 
and tired." "Protection is no longer claimed for 0111' 
rnaLuflletories on nccount of their infancy." 'I hey aro 
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entirely too old to plend tbo "baby :.'I ct." "They now 
HSI;: protection for Amuiean bbol', as!<crlillg tbat they 
cannot employ tho Flvno ll.t curn~nt wagls and compete 
wit h Hie T aup''l' Is bor (,f El1r(llJe." . 

Let us sce bv tho Cemu~ Report!'] of 1880 whnt the 
real st::tt ~ of 110 ninl ni'l1Clnnlt! !Ird JahOH'JS in tbis 
count"yarf', 'The vpJne of matllri Is u-ed in rn;~m:j':,.('­
turo wrs $3,::96,C;:~3.;H9. 'Tho ,p111,) (f IlJrrlucts n'an­
u![,ctu]'eJ ~i's t5.3G'l578,HH. 'nlO :111 nllnt rait! in 
wngt!s was ::;047,953;795. Tho excel'S (f the ,; I'e ..f 
produ~ts 0,'1" "\..l~[" and n'atCTiul·n,us(,1.(,~I,EO!,~:7. 
'Jho ('[!pit:'! it vCft"d in mnnuf:\Ctm'cs "'U' ~:Z,~( OX,2 C,U. 
If you didde 1 (' '.:11\1(' (f P'·O('U(·ts over (' <;\ (f 1nH t uiuls 
and W:lgNl pdJ, il,Q21,2018 '7,1 Y th') ( 'T h.l in,<:[.toJ, 
$2,700,272 60G, ~'ou IHlve ne 1'r1 37 l' r (. rt. p"fi~ . 
That 1.1 to S:1Y, after dcd uet ir;~ 7 P('1' c; It, f l' jr ~i.H:lTlc-e, 
taxoR alld rc pail'" these m[mufu t -'(,,'il l't 'diz.·d !1 pTofit 
of 30 per rent. on t!lcir ~!lp·t:.l irI'H't'tcc-UI3UI·Y';·Ol'Q.o 
than tbat for which the Pl"C p} ('t 1{dHmLh CUTeh] t 0 

Jc·~,a th,()llgu all t~le mOf)dc :. 'ct tl J.fI~S of (i'vi () oljnr­
gaHon. 'l'hf 1)"; t i:f,~ that Am ric'a'1 m:H r I • 'tm'c;:3 <::.'1 

not ex;st witl'01lt b"iuh f.l.b"j,liz tl hy tl j", t.'X CXl1c"c·d 
f rom th0 pOl po, throug!l 1~ 0 n~ .. cy of r, pr Iter'live 
tariff, is mel'll fiCllbistr:,-, Tb truo olj ot rf tIl' 1'1'0­
tectivo 1r.:ifi';s to build ur in tbis ('ountry :w ~ rj"lOc:r.:cy 
of money, urd to rcduc,J t:10 great body of the poor 10 to 
servituuo tl) them, making S!~'VC8, in tb.o ell j, or alt men 
who labor, 

L!,t U'I examine the ng;n·u.'l ll'l tn tho Pl'C'C1]SO that 
the tax thus raised fr->ID a protectivu tariff g0:'R to 
t he benefit of the workingman. l?l'()'Tl the Rame official 
t ables, Statisti(s of Manufacturer-, 1880, wo It a 'n that 
when m~nufacture turns out $100 in p1'oducts the case 
stands thus: 

Wages on S100 of products, $17 65. 
Mater is.lp, $63.26. 
W ageR and matCl'ials in Sl vG of produc'H, $80.9l. 
Therefore, wh en $100 of p roducts is cl"llatecl, Jabol' 

gets $17 65, materiRls cnst $63,26, unci capital gets the 
bflJanc('l ; $100, Jess $80 91, leaves $19.09 ; t hat is to say, 
that when combmed labor and capital mak e $1, each 
laborer gets 48 cents, and on the product of labor capital 
takes 52 cenis from ea';h. If 1000 laborers created a 
value of ~nooo, capital takes $520 of it, and all the 100(} 
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laborers together g l't $-180. Tbe average product per 
annum for each hand, after deductmg the CO'lt of material. 
is $721.93, of which the laboret· get3 $3!6.52 and "apital 
gets $37540. Cltpitf1.1 takes more thr,n half of the valuo 
which labor creates, ancllabor supp::>rts itself out of its 
pittance. 

A newspaper cOl'rcsprmde'lt from the mining regions 
of Pennsylvania recently wrote: "Laborers at the 
mines are paid U'l low as 60 cents :\ day for ten hour~ 
work; SO"lle get 75 cents and others 80 and 90 cont", 
but tho average IS about GO cent~." Strange to S.l}", thiil 
labor whi.ch receives 60 cents a day, and Ii \'e8 on .( boiled 
potatooQ , molas,e3 and broad," is very highly protected. 
For every ton of oro dug out of the ground the Americ·an 
laborer is snpposed to receive 75 conts a day through the 
tariff, besides tho pay for hiR labor, to 11rote('t him from 
the half starved labor of Europe. Now, a~ he dig" 
about a ton a day, and g<1ts 60 cents, what has become 
of his 75 cents worth of protection? 

:Mr. Frank Gessner, Secretary of the Window-glass 
Workors' Branch of the Knibbts of Labor, at Pitt.,burg, 
in J3.nu!uy of 1885, said: (, Last year 1h., average 
monthly wages paid in Bolgium were $8G 87. They 
have been in .Now Jersey as low a'l $61, and if the 
pres~nt reduction of wagos is accepted in .Punnsylv:mia, 
the men here will cam about $!O pel' Jnvnth, About 
fifty 11'0n ha"o returned to Belgium in the last few 
months under guan,ntecs fl'om the government that their 
wages should be higher t11un they ure hHC. Thoy can 
actually make higher cash wages to·day in Belgium, 
in the glass indu'l'l'Y, than they can here with a })ro­
toeti ve tariff of 147 per cent." 

"It certainly r equires no :l.1'gument to c')nvince 
laboring men that capital purchases labor the sarno as 
any othor commodity at as low figures as p ossible. 
D oes any laboring mn.n know of an instance wnere tho 
wages of American labJrers wer;) rl11sed above tho prices 
paid in other trades, by manufacturers, on account of 
the tariff?" 

In 1884 the capital invest.ed in manufactnring enter· 
prlses WaS $3,000,000,000; they recoived a tariff protec· 
tion 41 per cent., as against 19 per cent. lD 1860. For 
over a half century the labor of agriculture has paid 
tribute to manufactnrers, who are able, under the high 
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problbllory tl:lX aglllDht fUI'P'gn products, to combine 
and at high pl'l('es control thtJ home market. The con­
centration of' fuct(rles in New England was natural. 
With a poor ~od, tb,·il' pp.opl'l early looked to manufac­
ture as a. Fource of' ]Jrofit und to commerce. The Na­
tional TreaF<ury wa~ d~'pl"tl'd to improve and fortify 
their hnrbor!'. Anrl so American factories grew up near 
our NIIl'tbern:f'Cllbo!nd, whil,' tho great West and South­
ern Slate!' gl'udU:Jlly h, e:.me so many depel dent planta­
tions to jU'lli~h our Norlhern brethren with 8upplics, 
which weI'" mllT'ufactured at lal'go profits and !'ent buck 
to us fi 'r ~ule. The tollg mhde them rich. Vast fortunes 
were thus mnde M! maDufi.l(,t(\ries i1lcrellf'ed. Human 
labor was diverted from :tMril'ulturt', and the States bor­
dering 011r North Atlantic coastbecame the gt'eat centres 
of A mericall wC'3Ith. 

The demand" of daFs legislation are always increa~ed 
by conees"ionR; EO it was with these" infant industries." 
When the pretense th:.l.t thoy were infants had grown 
threadbare, thOf:le infants began to love the manufactur­
ing labore,', :\nd with ghustly hypocrisy wanted a 1arifi' 
for hi.~ protection, for, while under pretenRo of over-pro­
duction, they were running their machinery on half 
1ime half pay, or botb. They kept the American laborer 
in f';ubje,·lion by a European contract system fer im­
pOlting cbeap pauper labor, under long-time contracts, 
to take the place of the American laborer. 

Thus were brought into tbis country the NIhilist 
from Rnssia, th e Socialist from Germany, the Anarchist 
ftom Italy and AURtl ia, and tbo Chlllaman from Asia, 
Hwbo ('an almost !H1h",ist for a month upon three grains of 
rice ftu.vorpd with a lizard." 

\\ e produce cotton goods cbeaper in this country 
tban thev are Tlroduced in England In 1883 we ex­
ported 137,700,751 yards of cottonades, England being 
a large pun-baser not only- for borne consumption, but 
also for export. _ 

"Facts flhowing the ability of American manufacturers 
to compC'te Wilh tso!'p of Gnat Britain in almost evel'y 
line could be mUllipJil'd, but when protectionil>ts are 
crmpel]ed to admit that they can unJert:-eJl and do under­
sell them in their own markets wbat more is necessary. 
Wby is it tbat American manufacturers can sell textilo 
goods, clocks, ecgo tools and ('utlery in :M:anchester, 
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Sheffield lind Birminghum; woolen clothR in Franc(> in 
competition with tbe IDaTlulaetUl'C1S of that coulltry, ~nd 
yet C;lunot scll to tho f,l1mer~ of thi8 counln without a 
protccti,e tax of more th3 n GO pt'r cent?" " 

Another argument uSld by tho adv. cates of protection 
is that it bUII<1~ up homo m ·nkc's. If the prniectioJli8t8 
('an induce the farmers to belio\""e this they may con­
tinuo theil' iniqllitiouR tax nnlil they shall ha\""o pauper­
ized the countl-y. Diu yon over he:H' of rn~nufa(;tlll'.'n 
sendirrg out committecs (,f in"t's igalion tf) a~c..rlain 
where they c mid be"t ioca c their fUCtDl"1CS in order to 
commme the most of the filrmen,' pp(Jduce? Do they 
not locate to suit theil' (H,n illt('re'lt~? 

Thero has b1en a great iU(;l't :1'10 in the quantity of 
agricultural prodllcts in this cllllntl'y within the last 
twe llty years In 1860 Wll pwduccd 173 10-1924 bnf'bf'ls 
of whMt, while in 1880 tbe crop was 498 5-19,868 bu~h­
els. "But the manuftt(;tnl'C1':i are already maklug mlll'e 
than we can C)flsume. N 0,\·, when they pr(lp se to in­
crease theil' number, so as to be II ble to con~um(l our 
agr ,eultUl'ul products, will theV t(]I us where and to 
whom they expect to sell their gf)od,?" 

For severa.l yeal':'! we have bedn accust'>med to see 
the doors of OUI' manufa.clori ps dose for the purp08fl of 
allowing tho" over-pl'odu(l1inn" t') be worked eft' or 
consumed. While our manufl1(:torj f>S have .been filled 
with goods and our granul'i~B OVel fi,)wing with cereals, 
thousands of laboring" men, for the want of work, "' have 
been starvin~ at the feas t :1nd fllmishing at tbe fountain." 
Home marlitt for ottr farmers! The absurdity of ~u('h a 
proposition iR Hpparpnt fl'''m the fant thut of $804,223,632 
exports in 1883) $619,269,H9 wero the products of 
agriculture. 

Tbe manufa(;tul'ers, proteetcd by tho tariff, form an 
inElgnificant pOl"tion of American consumers. It is the 
farmer tbat furnishes a market for tto mannhcturer, 
and not the manufa.ctUl er that f"1ll"nishos a market for the 
farmer. It is saftl to sa";'" that the tuttll IlUmber, in'llud­
iug operativ('s and Hwil' f~1milil't', proteeted by tbe tariff 
do not exceed 5,000,000 p l' l't'OD!,. The amount of wheat 
c(')nsnmed byelic-h inlnbitnnt in a year is six bURbelfl. 
The total amount CC1D8Umld by 1bis cl3E''', who propose 
tn' flevour everytbirg tho fllTmcHI can raise, is only 
20,000,000 bushela. III 1880 wo supplIed their demands, 
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all othill' demaud'l of hom'3 consumption, and still ex­
ported 153,250,995 bu..hcls. In'lt"all of furnishing the 
farmers a market manufactllrel'S :.1.rd destroying the same. 

No truth is cloaror than tll'.lt the exchange of products 
botween nations must in the ()'r:d be equal. Now, to 
illustrate tho pl)int in n 11"".10';1 a "Way, suppose our 
farmers, instead of s ...llin~ at their near,-st railro:il.d 
stations, flhould all "'hir tl) ~rcw O~'1c ....Y)!'!, a"1d thero load 
thoirproducc on board ship', pl.l p':V!) tho same under 
the control of a. doz-m 0;" rno'~ c t" th ir number, with 
directions to take the samo to IJivorp0 .1, Oond exchange 
for such articles as wore All it : '.Ill'. ~rhosl) in chargo, 
after making the yoyaf!;c s f. :ly U' 1\ exchanging their 
ca.rgoes for such goods Uq t~H1:- W(>1'O dirc0tod to bring 
back, reload their ship" ani s .fcl· 1"turn to New Or­
leans, from which point oach farmor is to receive his 
sharc. As soon as the ship'! entor the port government 
officers takc po::;"e~si H1 UU ll rCIU0VC everything to the 
custom-house. Now, tbf) fa:'morfl, had they not been 
advised of such :\ pl'(lcecfii'1f!. w ,\11 i 10)k upon thc same 
as an unwarranted inter c -{" 'C;", ::md WGuld demand by 
what right their goods -,'1",) t -k .'n POflso;:1sion of. U uder 
the present conditlOu of tb(' bw :U d circumstances such 
a demand by the farmer', we Cll'!. r" 'l.d dy im~g;ine, would 
lead to the tollowing colloquy b ·twlJ en one of their num­
ber and the chief officer: 

Farmer-Thesc good~ Wfl houg Lin Li.verpool. We 
could not scll all of our }H'oc! ,v,:s at home, so we shipped 
our surplus to Liverpool and had to take what you see 
here in exchango. Wo h:wo r,otbinp; but common cloth 
for our fa.milics, chet\p cs.rp~ts, :t fow bl:wkets, some trace 
and halter chains, and 01 her artwlcs such as we need, 
and we want to divide the sumo and send each man his 
share. 

Officer-This may all be trap, and I don't doubt it; 
but before you C3.n divide thes') goods or take any of 
them away you must -pay tho goverumcnta tax which is 
:fixed on cach article by a law of Congress. 

Farmer-Pay a tax to the government! What do 
we have to pay a tax for?" 

Officer-The government req1:liros that every person 
bringing goods from a foreign country into this must 
pay a tax on them, with which to pay the expenses of 
the government. 



1 

;) 

e 
y 
r 
h 
d 
1­

ae 
~h 
CO 

d, 
lis 

t; 
of 
is 

do 

T.\RTFF Tc\X. 123' 

Farmer-We did not thir:l'< of thi~. IL's all right. 
Wo should pay our portion of tho cxpenses. How much 
does it require from u,,? 

OilJcer-We find you havo 66l9,OOO,OOO worth of 
jroods, A portion of you!' good!; uro tuxe,l ,"cry hi~h. 
You l' cloth 1" taxed from 49 t) 70 per cent., c:upets 50 
POl' cent, lJla!lket'1 90 po; COllt., Pic. W 0 find that tho 
total amount you mJ.s~ 11}\Y is S 190,000,000. 

Farmcr-WbHt! SH)O,GOO,OCO from us fal'll1crR to 
carryon tho expenses of tho government! Why, sir, 
how much docs it tl1ko to I'Un tbis gon'rn ment? 

Officer- Well, enough has already been collected 
from olber soun.:es to p:w all the f>xpcnses but $90,000,000. 
Thero i, a surpb" of $100,000,000 e\Cry Tear left in tho 
'l'reasnry, but Congress ha'l fixlJd tho exact n,monnt on 
each urLiole, and we must hlw(, the full $190,000,000. 

Farmer-Congress ha'l fixed tho amount, ana com­
pols you tf) collec~ 6l00,000,000 u yenr more tbnn iR 
necessary from ril! Wh:.l.t did Con~e"ss do this for? 
Ninety million dollul's is enollgh for us to pay. 

Officer-That ('xtra bun'Ired million is put on to 
protect O,lf 1W1.Tlu!J.cturers. That j, no p')nnHy y ou must 
pay for not buy iog your ~ood~ at homo. Next lime you 
must not buy so much in IJi ,erpool. Bring money home 
and bdy your goods h~re. 

Farmer-Bat we could not get monfly. We had to 
take goods or lose our Tlroduet~. D,1es tile government 
intend. thn t we shllll Rell nothing to foreign countriES nor 
buy anytl1iog from them? 

Officer- We do not know about that. You must get 
rid of your produc~s R'J best you can; bu t yoa must lIOt 

buy allythiug abroad. If you do you must pay this 
penalty every year. 

Faemer- Well, sir, thi s may bJ a law of Congress, 
but a law that punbbes us for taking goods in exchange 
for OUl' products is infamous. What right bas the gov­
ernment to prevent us from trading outs de? This may 
be a Jaw n9W, but in the future the fllrmers of tbis coun­
try will vote for no man for Congress who will not 
pledge himself to vote in favor of a reduction of this 
tax until no more money IS collected from us than is 
necessary to administer the affairs of tho government 
economical! y. 



12-1 TARIFF TAX. 

"ListCD to what tbe. )fcl'cnry hns to sny, 
For vou have lllllhc tax to p'ty; 
At d III {d not "h.lt tbe proteI tionist' teacb, 
'" bo ~o'd(JII' pJ'!lctil'c wli:lt they pI"< apl., 
'The 've Tobbt d us of nt1l'llard enrul'd dollars, 
]'lac(' Ion oUt' nOl,l. s the debtor~' co1\"r<; 
\\'ll ile' eCO'tnmize" is II c' 1une tlw~' sing 
'1 hey would b.>e us praltico DO sucb tbing. 

".-\ ttend the elrcli()l's, poll yonI' own yolc~, 
For men' bn' wi I Dot Ft'·,,] , ou" {' Ill:.:, 
A nrl eud you otf "ith achine! fin!ie\,.;, 
">Yhile tile lligh. ,vith til ming lillgerf, 
'1'0 piek rosted e tlOl1 in Ihe ,'old, 
Th t hi,' '" tfC"R lllig II be fill d with gold; 
If we don't do this \\'e nrc 1)111 tools, 
And stlUllld ueycr have bUED Sl'llt to schools," 



IT is obvious that in nIl ol'gi\nized movements which 
afi'tlct the public sentiment, not alone the historic eve'lts 
distinguishmg the past, but also the actors, in brief out­
line, with whose lives those events are Sf) intiro'l.toly 
identified, must b:J a subject fi'aught with iuter<'st, not 
only to tile mem bel'S of tho organizf1tion, but to those 
who endeavor to keep up with the spirit and progl'e~sil)n 
of time. The authors regrot th.·it, inability, in thiS 
volullle, to present a more exteuded list of biogmphies 
an d ' portrait8. 

Han. W. T. B3ggutt, fit'st Organiz'3r and Vice Prl'si­
d III of the Farmors' Alliul1e Q, when it Wfi!< first 
ch~rtered, WW3 b )1'n i u the S :lto o~ Goorgia. He is 

bout fur ,Y yCal's rld, n(jd (,dme to T0xa.'l .vh,'n n YOll'lg 
m:m,lol'ating m IJ' rnljUS.1S couuty. lio wa" early idf'll­
t ith"l with tl10 oU AlllnYlco movl' n(lut in th,~t purt (If the 
State. At the org iii;:' tl n Ol lilt sJa\o Al!iunl'P, in 
C,rye:lcnl'y,Ap il.n,lj'~, ho vu' ch(jsonit~St'cl'e­
tary. H v. ,1" i, Uu·j •.1 II lit Go nmitlce all Br-L:tW~, 
!:oDd WfS cho e 1 , d .. lc to to the Gr<:nrl Alliance. 

Ad bcf0r,~ Et.:t J, "lhe,," Alli.1.nces permi t· d :t few 
do i6lin(~ p",I; i,:'llll!", who 11 llll'Cpt illto it for the pur­
po.:" of 11 in;.; the organiz .tion to subserve their pel'snnal 
politic,11 ellds, to ineorpolute.iuto its organic law ohjects 
which gavc to it a political tendeucy; hence, it soon 
disintegrated find fell to piece". 

In the spring ot 18,D ho eUDle to Parker county and 
bl'gall teachin~ school at Po0 I\.-illo. He brought with 
hill.'. one of the old" Declaration of Purposes" of t~o 
Lamplsas County Alliance. Here he married, and yet 
reSIdes on a small farm in the vicinity. He had been an 
activo member of the old Alliance, and believing that 
the Order could be re-established and perpetuated by 
removing the objectionable features from the" Declara­
tion of Purposes'," he e:trnestly set about to orJalllze an 
Alliance at Poolville. 

In this work he was successful, and ~\1lianco No.1 
was organized in July of that yoar. L:>oking back, 

http:rnljUS.1S
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from a present Alliance membership of one million and 
a half, only oight yuars, to the organizatJOT' of the first 
.Alliance, ought to be a pleasing theme of conteml)lation 
to any of the rady Alliance organizers, ~nd far more so 
to him through whos') influence Alliance No.1 wall in­
st ' luted. He was one of the hardest workers in thtl fil'st 

6anjz~tioD, doing 101'0 and perhaps sacrificing more 
j ,the upbuilding he orgapization than any other 

....qne roan in the Order 
While he frequent!, itY'r'ed wIth his brethren as to 

the best methods to be .•opted to carry out the designs 
of the AllIunce, yet in all his actions and all his labors 
he was (l.llllll:ltcd by ono single purpose-the highest 
good of' tho Alliance and the placing of it in the foro­
mO'lt rank of tho Agncnl1.ural 0 'gani:~:1tions of t~e day ; 
and he has lived to sec h's fondest hopes realized. 

When an institution h' s become popular, Vl'ol"pe!'om, 
rich in its own TCS01FC-~S, everybody I~S f,iones, with 
new8Jlt1pel'S ill cvorr s"c'ion ad,·ocnoti.ng tho causr, it 
re<pires no dl'gl~C of pnh'i.),islIl to be its 'cprescnt ttvc; 
lmt when it has none 01' tIJ':;O i.>,hl",,01. It in tbi~ c'ts~) and 
forced to l'1ect :"1 t:l0 p pu's lJl'.i l:i~(', the \{'ro;sm 
ftnd l"r.ttioti!'n1 with be d..,votio to l)lirlciplo it r"quircs 
uhould be re"vl~l'dcd r.:1d np')rcc'l~tcd,

His intcl'~;;t haa! I.'ny, heen wi,h tbo farmiogpcoplc. 
He IS a ill:'\ of geniai dif;jlPsiti,)ll, a. pleac:ant companion, 
a Uimn ami uevoteu fi-iord, JIo i , greatly ~ ttacheu to 

• his homo and r. /TI.ily, a 10vl1:1:; he'eDund, a kind and in­
dulg.mt fj,')101'. l:c is at present Plcddcnt of POD ville 
Alliance No, 1. 

"L:\'l' 01 grC',lt men all l'clllillll U", 
We cnn '!lake Ol'P, lin;; ·ubllme, 
Ar.il, ileparting, lca\,(' tch'nu us 
Footprint; Oil [,'Ie sands of fme;­
Footprillts, Ihnt pcrhal';; rrno:11er, 
::;ailiflg 0 'cr life':; t1'oub!ed main, 
A forlorn and shipwreck cd brother, 
l::ccing ,hall take ucalt nga;n:' 

http:ad,�ocnoti.ng
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'fUc)U: .T. ',,"Oc.IAC'K. 

homas J. WOI.·ack "\ "tiS 1)1] n in the Stl1:'e of ArImn­
S'I:>,. ily 1, J83-t Th\) f:\II.JIY lU')ved to Tt:x:ls in 1842, 
settling in Collin p.ounty t'l1 .\ ; I·m. lIe came to Parker 
county in 1854, and W:1'1 m~r!'ie(l the next year to aUi~s 
E. J. Ensey, and oyer cd and improvcda f<lrm on Walnut 
creek. 

He joined Povlville A:liance July 29, 1879, as a 
charter member, aLU "a elected it,; iirst President. 

He moved to .luck COlll.ty in the wint()r of 1879. He 
is a man of ,cry icw worJ:; hut gr(,!Lt force of cbaracter, 
a strict membel of the Methodist Churcb, and an honest, 
upright citizen. 

http:COlll.ty
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J. N. 1I!0NTOI):,(ELO:. 

·r • . Mont~omcl'y, ,DC' ot' tl 0 IiI's. Pl",~sideut5 of thll 
Gr' State Allian(;(\ anti : ('I'U· r fl1f1mbf>l' ot' tho fil'i!t 
All. _0 org'lni;~~d :t~ P.JOIVlj,~, Jilly 20, lS73, was b'Jra 
in Pula",ki c,)unty, M ',0,1 i, Aprill, j :\i.!:3, lie c 1 no to 
Texas in 1851, <;cttliq.; 1I~ lLlut'm.1fl ClUuty. ITa re­
mained in Kallfl1i~1'l C,lun'), 1l til t ll0 yeJ.l' 1857, mean­
whlle uniting in Olar,"agu wiLh .lliS3 tl. L Jones. He 
then came to Parker tount,}", set.Uing on tbe Olear F.)rk 
of tho 'rrinity ri,o1', whel'u he now livos on one of the 
best improved and most f:l'lCco:ssfully c u ltivated farms in 
the State. 

When the civil war brol{o out h t', with the rest of 
bis countrymen, cntoreu tho U,)nfuuel'ato A.rmy, stll'viog 
during tho entire four yours of the wu,t'. A.t tho close of 
the war he returned tJ his farm llnd devoted himself to 
agrioultura.l pursuittl, which has boen his only oooupa­
tion. His word is his boud. 11 0 is a momber of the 
Masonic Ilodge, a Ohristiu,n gentlomun, beloved, honored, 
and l'espected by bis neighboring farmers, tor his 
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fidelity and uprightness in his dealings with hIS fellow­
ma.n. He became a member of Poolville Alliance No.1 
in 1879, and was elected President of Center Allianoe 
No.2 the same year. In 1880 he was elected President 
of the Grand State Alliance, and was itg President wilen 
it waR 8hartered by the State. He was Chairman of the 
Committoe on Constitution, and 801110 of tne committee 
to secure a charter from the State. He drafted the 
first charter for Sub-Alliances during his term of offioe, 
1880-81. He was opposed to a class political organiu­
tion or a secret political party organization; but believed 
It was in the province of the Farmers' Alliance to dis­
cuss all moral, social and financial problems tnat affect 
the farmers' interests, free from all sectarian and party 
prejudice. Mr. Mo.ntgomery is at present a member of' 
the Commissioners' Court of his oounty. 

!) 

• 
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D. B. GILLILAND. 

D. B. Gillilaud was born N ovember 11, 1854, III 

:M:adison county, ArkanSUH. ilis parents emigrated to 
T exas in 1857, and settled in Parker eounty, near 
Springtown. liis parents continued to reside there and 
in the vicinity until the fali (f 1867, when they returned 
to Madison county, Arkansas. 

I n 1878 D. B. Gilliland returned to Parker county, 
T exas, and for tho enFuing t\,O yoars followed th e pro­
fession of t eaching. He joined County Line Alliance in 
the summer of 1880 ; moved to Jack county in the 
autumn of 1880, w hero ho has eVH ~ i nce r esided. I n 
Jack county he be came a mem bel' of 1 he Alliance at 
Newhope, where th e fo ur th Sub·Alliance was organized. 
He is a thoroughly scl f mado man, having through his 
own energy and industry qualifiod himself for the pro­
fession of teaching, holding a first-grade certificate in 
his native State and in Texas. Ho followed bis profession 
for two years after coming to Texa!>, and since' then till 
1886 has been eJlgsgcd .in farming and teaching. At 
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the meetmg of the Grand State Alliance, held Augu". 
9, 1881, he was elected Lecturer for one year, being the 
first brother callcd to tbnt important position after tho 
Alliance was cha.rterl'd by the State. He is at present 
serving as County Clel'k of Jack county. During his 
term of office as State Leclurer he wrote and published 
some able arlicles in defenso of A Ili.lncc principles and 
teachings. 
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DR O. G. PE'l'ERSON. 

Dr. O. G. Potfrflon was born in Johnson counLy, 
Illilloi~, in 18-16. Rlf1 eaTly education was obtained jn 

tho Tlublin f'chools (If his native State. At tho ago 'of 
t<;>enty-two he W!lS eleded TaJ{ AEsessor for Johnson 
county. no now determined to enter the medical pro­
fN~i(1n and Wilh that end in view he took It thorough 
coms" in reading ard f'tudy to fit him for an intelligent 
di~ hnl'go of tho ]'esponl;iblo duties dcvolving upon tho 
practicing Vhy'iCl~w. 

In 1, n he C!lmrJ tf) T('xas, locating in Cass county, 
where hI' l'fTPained for two yeal's engaged in tho Frac­
tieo (,f medkill(,. rr,~ then ro.)moved to Springtown, 
p, k('l' county, T,'xuQ, whel'o ho conti:med his duties aH 
a phyw·ian for tho ensuing two yenrs. In 1877 ho 
pUl'ehu....cd a farm ill 'Viso county, Texas, whero tho 
-.0" n of G:ll'vin nnw standri. IIero he ('onlinncd the 
Tl'u(' iev of' medicine, at the 1'3010 time attendiDg to his 
1rrm.iug intl'Tests. lle juined I'l'iembhill Allianco No. 
]3 "",, a (;h::..rlel' membeJ', and :It ODCO became au activo 
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and influential member, Bot only being prominent in the 
councils of his own Alliance, but in the County and 
State Alliance as well. He was an active local organ­
lzer, instituting several Sub-Alliances. He assisted in 
draftIng the first Constitution, framed most of the 
unwritten work, and otherwise gave moral tone and 
permanency to the Order. 

" ClaIming that it was a fact of history that no organ­
ized society could or ever bad long existed without the 
aCknowledgment of a Goa," he was appointed as a 
special committee of one to pre-pare the Alliance Funeral 
Service. Our impressive funeral FeTvice, as it exists to­
day in every State Constitution, is his work. He served 
as Secretary of the Wise County Alliance for two years. 
He is still practicing his profession at Springtown, 
Parker county, i~ an a<:tive mcmbe! of the Alliance, 
and an honored Christian gentleman. 
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W. J. WO:\IACK. 

W. J. Womack, of Jacksbor(). Texas, was born in 
Washington connty. Arkltn~as, February 1, 1833. Re 
came to Texas in 1849, following the great tide of 
emigration pODl'iD~ into tho State aner the close of thtl 
Mexican war. He "ettled in Parkar connty, and in 1856 
married Miss M. N. Ensey, wbo died nineteen years 
thereafter. He afterward married and moved into Jack 
e::)Unty.

He joined Alliance No. 21 in 1880, alid was at once 
commissioned by the State Alliance as an organizer, and 
for five years he continued as an org~nizer in the coun­
ties of Jack, Young, H:lrdeman and Willbarger; hence, 
he realized and endured all the hardships which the 
early organizers underwent, and is to-day full of hope 
for the future snccebS and final triumph of the principles 
of the Order that hll has worked so faithfully for and 
sacrificed so mnch in its early organization. 
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J. A. CULWELL. 

l J. A. Culwell waFl born in Washington county, 
in Mkansas, Auguflt 8, 1855. His parents moved to Texas 

and settled in Parker county. on Walnut creek, four 
of 
Le 

miles west of Springtown, in 1857. He grew up on the 
farm, contending WIth all tho hardships and privations 

56 
:lE.' 

of a frontier life. He commenced farming when only 
. rs ten years old, and it ha'l been his constant occupation • 
ck He was married July 8. 1877. 

He joined Mount 'Ple:.sant Alliance No.9, May 7, 
1880. He has been an earnest, faithful member from itslce 
first organization. He waR a member of the committeend 
on first Constitution and Ritual, and, with S. O. Daws, m­
a standing committee on the unwritten work of thece, 

,he Order, from 1881 to 1886, being called to that important 
position by the G.·and State Alliance. He has served as'pe 
President of his County Alliance and as Vice Presidentles 
and President of the State Alliance of Texas. He is a.Lod 
Christian gentleman and a man whose character is ~ove 
reproach. He is a resident of Wise county, Texas. 
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ANDY DUNLAP. 

Andy Dunlap was born in Scotland in 1847. He 
~migrat~d to America in his seventeenth year. He 
came to Parker county, Texas, in 1868, and engaged a8 
a falm laborer. The next year he was united in mar­
riage to a native Texas lady, Miss IJizzle Clark. He 
SOlOn thereafter moved to Wise county and opened up a 
falm, where he now lives. His industry, economy, and 
good management were rewarded by a rapid increase in 
property, and at the Eame time he steadily grew in pop­
ular favor with tbol'e aroulJd him. 

He was initiated as a (;barter member of AnDlsCbapel 
AlIiuDce No. 17. Be at once became prominent1y iden­
tified with Alliance interests. This Alliance bas never 
mi8sed a single meeting since its organization, always 
having mora tban the necessary quorum for the trans­
action of business. 

He has served as President of the Grand State 
Alliance for four term8, and upon many important 
standing committees. Wbile it is true he did not lecture 
and organize, yet he was a ,ery ImpOl'tant factor in the 
early hH;tory of the Alliance in his State. He has been 
also distinguished in other seclet organizations, and has 
been elected by the citizells of bis county to important 
county offices. He was, at the organization of the 
National Alliance, elected As~istant Secretary of that 
body. Be was once elected Secretary of the State 
Allia.nce of Texas, but the duties of that office inter­
fering with his private business, he tendered his 
resignation. 
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W. L. GARVIN. 

I William L. Garvin, the suhject of this brief sketch, 
was born in Hines county, Mississippi, April 5, 1841. 
His ancestors on his father's side came from England, 
on his mother's from the Emerald Isle. They were 
among the early settlers of Virginia. When young 
Wil1iam was seven years old his father moved to 
Lafayette county, Mississippi, residing there six years, 
thence to Newton county in the same State. In 1858 
the family came to Texas, settling in Red River county. 
The free school system had not then been ~enerally 
established in the South. The schools of that day, 
especially in the country districts, were far different 
from those of the present, being, in many instances, 
open only for three or four months in the year. 'rhe 
teachers were frequently selected, not so much for their 
mental qualities and ability to successfully impart in­
struction, as on the score of economy in salary, and 
physical ability to succElssfully cope wIth the ~~re 
turbulent and unruly class of pupils over whose destlmes 
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they were for the time called to preside. Besides tnIs, 
Mr. Garvm's parents were in comparatively humble 
circumstance!', 80 that his opportunities for stndy were 
exceedingly limited. He was a diligellt student; pos­
sessed of an active, inquiring mind, he mado rapid 
progress so far as the means were at his disposal. 
~ At the ago of twenty-four he quit the farm, where­
his whole lifo had been spent so far, and entered the 
profession of teaching, being employed as teacher in a. 
district school. 

In tho winter of 1865 he was marlie-d to a widow 
lady, Mrs. Leach. In a couple of years he returned to 
his first love, farming. In 1878 he moved to Wise 
110unty, to the place whero the town of Garvin now 
stands. Here he again taught school. 

In April, 1880, ho joined Friendship Allianctl No. 13­
as a charter member. There was something in the 
Order that aroused his curiosity, excited his imagina­
tion, and awakened in him a deep interest. Its prin­
ciples made a deep and lasting impression upon hH~ 
mind. He at once became an activo member of the 
organization, was appointed on a committee of secret 
work of the Order, and was made President of the Wise 
County Alliance, which was the first County Alliance 
ever organized. He remained its presiding officer for 
two years. He wal one of the fil'St local organizers, 
being appointed in 1880. At the meeting of the Grand 
State Alliance, held August 10, 1881, he was chosen 
Vice President of that body. At the August meeting, 
1883, he was elected President of the Grand State 
Alliance. 

He had eally set about acquiring a knowledge of the 
causes that led to the organization of the Order, its true 
objects and principles, and was recognized by his 
brethren as a safe leader. At this time the Alliance was 
apparently on the down grade. There was no orgaDlzer 
in Parker county, and not a single A'lliance at work in 
the entire county-in fact there were not many acti ve 
Alliances at work in the Slate. The condition of the 
Order awakened his deepest soliCItude. In the winter 
of 1883 he employed Brother S. O. Daws a~ Traveling 
Lecturer. Within a month seventeen Sub-Alliances 
were reorganized. Soon thereafter the Grand State 
Alliance met at Chico, in Wise county, and indorsed 
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President Garvin's action by electing S. O. Daws 
Traveling Lecturet" for the entire State. The progl"es') 
()f the Alliance from that timo forward was very ra-pid. 
For the past four years Mr. Garvi 0 ha, been President 
of the Jack Uounty Alliance. He has attended every 
meeting of the Grand S late Alliance except one. 

lle is a consistent Christian and an honored citizen 
of his couaty. He is at present serving for a sec)nd 
term as County Treasurer. 

In 1885 he pubhshe·t in r:1mphlet furm a H'story of 
the AllIance, containmg the minutes of all the sCFsions 
of the State Alliance to that date. Since the pilbltca­
Hon of that work he has been collecting data, enlarging 
and rearranging this present Revised Edition. 
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s. O. DAWS. 

"Mr. S. O. Daws is an old citizen of Wise county, 
Tesiding on his farm near the Parker county line, a few 
miles from Springtown, his postoffice. He was born in 
Rempel' county, MissiRsippi, thirteen miles west of 
DeKalb, on the 28th day of December, 1848, making 
'him now about thirty-eight years of age. 

"The ancestors of Mr. Daws, on his father's side, are 
-of Ireland, while hid maternal forefathers came from the 
colder region of the Baltic~ From the Emerald Isle 
cosmopolitan America draws mainly her genius of wit, 
-quick intellect, sentiments of bravery, venturesome­
ness and irrational impulses, while the sturdy Teutonic 
'blood soothes our nationality with industry, caution and 
the love of equal liberty in all its aims. Having been 
'born of poor parenLs, it is readily conjectured that the 
facilities held out to him for an early educa.tion were 
limited, since in those days he did not have the advant­
:flges now given the poorest youth of this generation by 
beneficent laws to acquire a common school learning ; 
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but, as he says, by some hook or crook, he managed to 
acquire these rudiments, which only stimulated his 
mind with a thirst for a broader knowledge of the world 
and its highest creation-man. This desire he nourished 
by reading history, esp.ecially th~t of h.is Own country. 
Later on he gave to agrIculture hIs studIous application 
not only as a means for individual subsistence, but fl"o~ 
a more intellectual standpoint, when finally important 
publio topic!:', touohing social and economic relations 
attracted his inquiry;. He is .cheerful to acknowledge: 
also, the great benefits he derIved when a boy from his 
regular SundaY'8chool attendance, a.nd from the divine 
lessons of life as expounded from the pulpit to the con­
gregations of God. Thus taught in bis (larly life that 
systematic application and a faithful discharge of any 
task impoRod upon bim was the most satisfactory way in 
which a duty could be pcrformed, and though he may 
have dcmurred to the rule of his parentE', requiring him 
to hc aficld at the break of day and-to remain at his hoe 
or plow until tho setting of the suu, this became at last 
a habit to which _Mr. Daws now attribntes in no small 
degree his health, his vigorous streLgth and the con­
fidence reposed in him by his associates. 

liJir. Dltws emigl'ated to Texas in August, 1868, 
whew he resumed his life· long occupation, being now a 
f,lrmcr in Wise couuty. 

c, Ho was appoin tcd in July, 1881, by J. N.lIIontgom­
ory, President of the Statu All iance, Organizer for 
Parker county. At tho :mnual moeting of tho GI'and 
Slate AlliuUCJ, held fit Goshen, AuglBt, 1b81, Mr. DaIVs 
wa;: elected to thc Burne por,ilion for Wiso county, also, 
which is DOW one of tho Htl'ongcst Alliance countie3 in 
tho ~tato. In August, 188~, tho regular :mnllal meeting 
was held at Pillo Pinto, when his tried ubility Wl1:> called 
:J TuiT) into l1 more extondeJ service. lIcre )11'. Daws 
L'~ 1cOlt1'Ll'l'd upon him by the gl'owing organization 
tho responsible uffice (if Slate IJecturcr. During tho 
",iutc!' or lSS:3 tho P 'cjJont, Secrotul'y :md other 
(f~i crt' r1' the Sta~e Al :Dllt"C, decming it import:mt fur 
t" l cf i Lltcrc:;. of t bl Order to extend more l'apiJly ItS 

fl ;nciph , 1il-. 1>a 1\, • \\ :1:; ;cll'~teJ from. umvng !lis 
h\ trOl' 1I1cmhoJ.< by \V. T.. G:J.n lD, tilcll filling the, ofliC'o 
(,f ['1'f' 'IIvilt TI', v01, • r eeinrcr ~ r tho whol 8 HtO. 

A' tl..t lin ~ tJH'I'( \l,,) ~.jJ (I'~ n:.''.l. AlIiunu:~, b,lt 
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fifteen of which were in active working order. At the 
semi-annual meetmg of the Grand State Alliance, held 
in F ebruary, 1884, at Chic!), Wise county, the Traveling 
L ecturer made a report, whi ch was approved, and ho 
was unanl mously elected to cont Inue his good work in 
that capacity for the r emainder of t he y ear. The annual 
medi- g of that y ear wa!! helel at Weatherfo rd in t he 

. month of' August , when Mr_ Daws was re-elected, the 
number of Alliance!'! being now 187. 

" The Traveling L ectur er had larg) powers conferred 
upon him. He visited the various countIes in North and 
Middle Texas, lecturing, appointing local organizers III 

each county, and acting as t he genoral dIrector and 
managor of the affairs of the organization, now grown 
to enthusiastic robnstne~8 . ilis labora d:1y and night in 
its behalf, his growing solicitude for the cause, and hIS 
inc(,f'fHlnt dovotiol', were amply rewarded with tho most 
sati~fltctor:v rcsults, for hiR annual report at D <'catut', in 
Augu,;t, IS85, showed tho OdeI' to consist of 550 active 
Alli~,necR wor;;.ing t0gethel' in constitutional harmony. 
S'x hn u 'c'l udegates convencd at that meetiGg, who 
m:.nifosted the groatrst sutisfucLlon OV01' the surcess and 
work of tbeir 'Order, not yet five ye::.l's old, under tho 
new r<'gime. Again Mr. Dn.ws Wl." elected Traveling 
Lecturer for 1.:10 ensuing yeal', and the immense strides 
and m::.rvoloU5' grO\vth of the Order since Janu:uY', IS8.!, 
in an immen.surablc degreo arc due to the sound advicr, 
the comprehen!'ive addresses and practical directions 
given by the Travehng Lecturer to the cffieers aud 
members of the subordinate Alliances in every county 
thr011gh Whi.C~l he has traveled in his official capacity, 
:.md in overy instance the loc~l Orders arc in a healthy 
conditicn- zealous in their objects." 

Since tho above article appeared in the public press, 
J anuary 15, 1886, S. O. Daws c1nt inued in t he discharge 
of his dnties as Tra'7cling Lent.urel until the meeting of 
t he Grand State AllIance at Cleburne, August G, 1886. 
H is annual report showed an incr ease of 2200 Sub­
Alliances during that year. Tho Gr:l.lld Slate Alliance 
this year discontinued the offi co of Traveling Lecturer, 
the Order being estubhshcd on a firm basis in the State. 
After tho National Alliance was ol'gani:ted he served as 
National Organizer. in MississippI until the meeting of 
the National Alliance ' at Shreveport. The following 
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press notice appeared in the Decatnr Post after the 
reLUl'n of Mr. DawR, in October, frnm Mississippi: 

"The lIon. S. O. Daws, Nationul Organizer for the 
Fat'mers' Alliance and Co-operative Union of America, 
returned a few c' ays "go from fin eight months' tour 
over in Mississippi. no rrpol·ts the Order as in a flour­
ishing conditwn. 1111'. D. !;.ec rog to grow more enthusi­
astic in the A1lhnrn or-usc aq the y cars roll by. lIe 
attended ar.d had the bonor (,f IDRta11ing the officers of . 
the National Alli:mcE', wbich met in Shreveport on the 
12th inst. The !;.uccef'\S of tho Alliance in Texas and 
elsewhere is largely due to Mr. Da'\\"b' untiring energy." 

f 
,T 
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J. A. 'l'ETTS . 

J. A. Tetts, First Vice P resident of the National 
Alliance and Co-operative Union of America, the subject 
of this sketch, was born in Sumter district, South Caro­
lina" Septomber 1, 18-17. Ho was ke1)t in school from 
tho timo ho was old enough to ontoI' the schoolroom 
until ho was fifteen ycars olJ. At the ago of sixteen ho 
enterod tho sorvice of tho Confederate army. Whon 
tho sto..·m clouds of war had passod away and poaeo was 
once more restored to our country, ho, with thousands 
of othors of the noble sons of tho Southland who had 
los Lall in that dreadful conflict, started out in lifo to do 
what God had commanded all men to do-to cat broad 
in tllO 8WC:~t of' his face-to win fl'om the world that 
whl('h 1S overy m:w',; dilLy, an 1Ionc"t living. 

1(0 spont foul' ycal'!' lrarnill~ g:n making and repair­
ing, aT,d in 1870, in l<\\'IJi(ll. dlfitl'iet, Soulh Curolina, 
"US Plarrie(l to :J. dUlI.~hhr of "William CnJi;by, of Cros­
by\ ill<', and Olen floulJJ d0W '1 to a j~ I'UlCr't; lifll, 

Ail·. TlItt, Ill' c(l to L)uj,;: ')a in ], IJ, and bas livOlI 
thtlO ('\(,'1' 8ill c. Bt'!l LtlUlll theol'baniz,ltian tlftho 

• 
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first Farmers' Union that was organized in the Stat6 of 
Lonisiana; in fact, WaS one of two who put the move­
ment on foot, and has been zealou~ly and earnestly 
enga~ed in the grand work of organizing Fanners' 
U ulOns fOT the purpose of uniting the f<lrmers in an 
earnest effort to free them~elves from the crushing 
buroens whICh have been laid upon them by the heart ­
less Shylocks of our land. 

We met Mr. 'retts for the first time on the 18th of 
January, 1887, in the Clty of Waco, in attendance upon 
the called sesllion of the Farmers' State Alhance. He 
came to us as a representative from the Farmers' Union 
of Louisiana, and by bis m:1nly deportment, bis telling 
speeches and intelligent counsel won the admiration, 
confidence and esteem of our brethren, who, when the 
National Farmers' Alliance and Co-operative Union 
was organized at that session, unanimously elected him 
First Vice President of that body. 

• Mr. Tetts wiLlloog live in the hearts of hundreds of 
Alliance men of Texas. 


10 
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C. W. MACUNE. 

Hon. C. W. Macune, President of tho National 
Fal'mers' Alliance and C6·opemtive· Union of America, 
'Vas bOI n and reared in the Statn of Ilhnois, left father­
loss in h is infancy. His paternal ancestor was !1 black­
smIth by trade, anJ a most exomplary man, having died 
when t.he subject of thid sketch was only one year old, 
l eaving the family to provide for themselves. 

He went. t.o school until about ten years of age, 
when be commenc~d working on a farID, making a full 
hand, plowing an.d h::rrowing, at three dollars per month, 
for six months. At the age of fifteen he started to learn 
the drug busineE-R, which he follo\,,'ed for some years, 
tl.nd has practiced medicine for tho past nine years. Ho 
WM married at Burnet, Texas, September 1, 1875, to 
Miss Sallio Vickery, of S·alado He has resided in Texas 
{or th6 past seventeen yoars. In tho spring of 1886 be 
was made a member of t~e Farmers' Alliance in Milam 
county. 1'he same year he was called to acti.o service 
&i Chairman of t.ho Rxccuti\"e Committee of the Stato 
}<'I\rmors' Allian.'c of Tox:l.s. In this carncity he devel­
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oped that executive ability which won tor him the 
admiration and high regard of tho membership of the 
'Order. By the reFiignation of the President and Vice 
President of the State Alliance he became ex-officio 
President of the Order, in tho fall of 1886, which 
position he filled, in addition to his duties as Chairman 
ot. the Ex:ecutive CommitteE', until the called meeting of 
the State Alliance in the city of Waco. on January 18, 
1887. It was during the session of this body at Waco 
that the National Farmers' Alliance and Co-operative 
Union of America was organized and the subject of this 
-sketch elected President. . 

The formation of thi;;; body was, as its name indicates, 
a union of the FarmertS' Alliance of Texas (numbering 
nearlv 4000 lodges, with !1. membership of 250,000) with 
-the Farmers' Union of l)ouisiano, which numbers over 
10,000 mombera. This body, of which 1Ifr. MaCll11e is 
the executivo head, has now sent Ollt into at least fi fteen 
of the Southcrn States, and some of the Territol;ies, a 
·corps of organizcr3 and lecturer;;, rept'esentative Alliance 
men, well instl"llCted and equipped, who have commenced 
the work ot organizirg the farmers into Alliances. 

This IS but"a brief skelch of a man whom tho entire 
Allianco membership looks upon ,<;ith admiration and 
even devotion, reC)"ogoizing tho true value of bis bright 
intellect and matul' '' judgment. 
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EVAN JONES. 

l Ull Jonef'. PJ'esidcnt of tho S tate Alliance of T,'xa'l, 
w bn}'n in Woolford coun Iy, K entucky, .runo 19, 18-16. 
In 1857 his parents emJ/rrated 10 Schuyler county, 
1f l !i~oul'i. His futher died soon uJtOl' thoil' arrival, 
leflving yourg Evun, nt" tho tender ago of eloven yetI''', 
as he expressed it, to fight th e baltle of life in a Rtrangl' 
bnd and :1mon~ str;-l.ngel's. .F'uHy awar~ of the import­
allco of an education, amI undaunted by the many 
ob;.tuc\rR in his puth, ho dili/!entlyappliod himseH and 
suenced ·d in acquiring a g.)od edllcation. 

In 1866 be profe~scd religion, joinrd the Methodist 
Ohun,b, and is sl1ll a useful and consistent member of 
that ol'gaT:ization. IIaving grown to manhood, and 
r~aljzing that "i t i~ not good for man to bi) alone," 
be met and fell a vict.;m to the charms of 11iss Mary 
Meadow, to whom he was happily manied November 
12, 1868. Following his inclination, he settled on a 
farm in Schuyler county, and was !ioon recognized as a 
HUCCN!qful farmer. Here his early manhood W113 spont. 
10 1370, having heard glowing aCCJunts of tho fertility 
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of the Texa~ soil, and many other advantages to whicb. 
ber sister States are stranger", he at once moved and 
flettlcd on Green's Creek, near Dublin, Erath county, 
Texas, where he still resides. . 

H e is a charter member of Harbin Alliance No. 131, 
t.he oJdC'st organization of the kmd in the county. He 
rrpresented Harbin Allianco at the organization of the 
Erath County Alliance, February 1883; was appointed 
'.rreusurer in April and clected Vice President in October 
of that year. He waR elected President of the Erath 
County Alliance in 1884, wbirh })osition he still hoJds. 
He was electen to represent Erlith County A lJiance at 
Weatherford (1884), and was ono of the Committee on 
Comtitution. In 1885 he was Ii ddrgate to the State 
Alliance, which met at D~catllr, Wi~o county, Texas, 
and was appointed on the Finance Oommittelle for the . 
ensuirJg year. He was elected a member of the Exeeutivo 
C(.mmittt'e of the State Alhance at Cleburne in 1886, 
whl.ch position he 1111el1 with credit until the called 

• session in January, 1881. He reprel"ented the Texas 
State Alliance in the L ouisiana State Union,·· which con­
vrDrd at Rut<ton, Louisiana, in called meeting, January 
12, 1887, and presented to them a proposition of con­
solidati on. which brought about the necessity of a 
N ationa1 organization. 

F or its present flattering proflpecis the Alliance iii 
gref1tly indebted to Ml.. JOlles. He it was who intro­
duc( d the 1'El80lution providing 101' the organization of 
the National Farmer!;' Alliance Bnd Co-operatIve Union 
of America. He was ,ctod President of the State 
Alliance in January, 188 . fe·elected August of that 
year, which position he stil fi lls with credit to himself 
and the perfect sath.faction 0 tbo many members of the 
Farmers' Allianco of Texas . 



150 BIOGRAPITIES. 

R. T. LOVE. 

R. T. Low, Preside,nt of ibe Slate Alliancc of 
Missilisippi, was born June 1, ]8!7, in Oktibbeba county, 
Mississippi, about seven miles north of Starkville, and 
bas always lived in Mississippi. 

He joined, when a boy, ,~hat was known as tbe 
Vaiden Artillery, in ;ruly, 1864 j was made color-bearer 
for it in December, 1864; it was aUached to tho First 
Mississippi Regimont of Light Al tillery, of w bich he 
becamo color· bearer tho latter p:1ft of March, 1865, and 
so remamed until the surrender of tbe rrgiment at 
Meridian, Mississippi, in May, 1865; he was captured 
at Blakely. After ho was pal'olled be farmed in 
Oktibbeba county, MIESissipl'i, three years. He then 
moved to Attalla county, Mississl}J"pi. dUling the winter 
of 1868, and farmed there until 1571. He then com­
menced the study of medicine and graduated in the 
spring of 1 73, and commenced tbe practice of medicine 
at French CampE', Choctaw county, and did a large prac­
tice for eight ) ears. His health failing, he bought a 
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farm on which he lived until 1883. He then sold out to 
move to TexaA, but abandoned movipg on account of a. 
new railroad being bUIlt thruugh the c()unty, and moved 
to Ackerman and went to merchandizing, which ended 
disastrously for him in188t), He then bought and moved 
onto his present farm, where ho now resides. He was 
elected President of the State Alliance of Mississippi at 
its organization. 
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A. B. JOHNSON, PRESIDENT OF THE MISSOURI STATE 

ALLIANCE. 



Plan for Co~operative Stores. 

THE Committee on Co-operative Stores reported, and 
the report was adopted. 

To the Presider,t and Members of the Farmers' State Alliance 
of 'Iexas: 
Ypur {pmmittee, to whom was refE'rred the matter 

to lOJIDulate a plan for operating co-operative stores, 
beg leave to make tho following report: 

ARTICLE I. 

The name of this IIHociation shall bo called the 
-- County Farmers' Alliance Co-opcrativeAssociation. 

ARTICLE II. 

Thi~ association is formed and created for the pur­
pose of owning lind managing a ~I'l'(lantilc ef:'ltablish­
ment upon a co-operB.tlve plan of buying and selling 
real estllte aI d !ouch nth ar property as may be necessary 
to promote tbe ohject of its crea1ion, and of tranAactiJlg 
any lind all hinds of bUf>inf8s incident or appertainiJ'g 
thereto, for the mutual profit and benefit of its E<tock­
holderR, who must be mem bers of the Farmers' Alliance. 

ARTICLE III. 

The place of bnsiness of this association shaH be 
in --cityor town, -- county, Texas. 

ARTICLl!: IV. 

The aRsociation shall have succession and shall exist 
for the fall term of ten years. 

ARTICLE V. 

The business of this association and the general 
management of its affairs ~hall be vested in a board of 
five direcwrs, who shall be stockholders, and shall be 
elected by the stockholders, and shall serve for one year. 

ARTICLE VI. 

The capital stock of this association shall be divided 
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into shares of five dollars eacb, which shall be transfo:lr­
abll', but cannot be withdrawn. 

BY-LAWS. 
ARTICLE I. 

SEcrroN 1. The regula:f meeting of this association 
shall be held on the first Monday in June, or such tlme 
as each association may determine in each year. 

SEC. 2. Special meetings may be held upon call of 

the President, Board of Directors, or upon the order of 

the association, provided ten days notice has been given 

through the postoffice or otherwise to each shareholder. 


SEC. 3. Quorum for transaction of business to bJ 
determined by each association. 

SEC. 4. The meetings ot the association shaH be open to 
all members of the Farmer.:;' Alliance in good standing~ 
but dis(;ussion and voting 8h'l.11 be confined to share· 
holden alone. 

ARTICLE II. 

SECTION 1. At the regular meeting in January (or 
such other time as each association may determine) of' 
each year the association shall elect a board of' five 
directors, at whieh meeting the directors shall elect one 
of theil' number President and appoint a Treasurer and 
Secretary. 

ARTICLE nl. 
Duties of Officers, 

SECTION l.-Pl'esident-It sball be the duty of the 
President to preside at &.11 meetings of the association 
and Board of Director3. He shall sign all certificates 
of stock and all orders on the Treasurer; shall receive 
and caretully preserve all bonds that may be executed 
to the assoCiation, and perform all other duties that may 
be required of him as the chief executive of the associa­
tion. In bis absence the association shall elect u .Presi­
dent pro tem. 

SEC. 2.-Treasurer-It shall be the duty of the 
Treasurer to receive all moners fl'om any and all officers 
and agents of the association that may legitimately 
come into his hands; pay all orders signed by the Presi­
d '.lDt and Secretary, with the seal attached; keep a true 
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and impartial account of all moneys received and paId 
out by him in a book kept for that purpose; keep his 
books at all times open for inspection uy the Board of 
Dirc<'tol'<'I, and from time to time ~ivo bond in such 
sums as may bo requil'ed by the iloard; make a full 
and completo report of all moneys po.ssed through his 
hands at the annual meoting of the association. At the 
expiration of bis term of dRco 1:e sb:>.ll deliver to hi!! 
successor in office all books, papel's and money or other 
property in his pOEses,ion b(')oDbing to tho association. 

SEC. 3 -Secretary-The Secretary shall keep a cor­
rect record of all the proceediDg~ of the aS80ci:..tion and 
Board of DiJ'ector~, and shall keen imvftrtiaJ accounts 
betwoon shareholders; ho shall sign and affix: the seal 
to all certificates of stJck and all orders on the Treas­
urer drawn in pursuance to ordors of the association; 
pay all moneys coming into his hands to the Treasurer, 
talling his receipt therefor. His books sh!lll be at all 
times open for Inspection by the Board of Directors. 
He sball perform all other duties imposed on him, and 
sho.11 give bond from time to time. Be sball be entitled 
to such compensation for his services as the Board of 
Directors may allow, tml:>ject to the approval of 1he 
association. At the expiration of his term of office he 
shall deliver to bis successor in office all bookfl, papers 
and property whatsoever in his possession belonging to 
the associatIOn. 

SEC. 4.-Direclors-The Diroctors shall have charge 
of all property of the aFEociation and the genersl super­
vision of the business; they shall appoint a Manager, 
who may be of their number; also employ salesmen. 
'rhese selections must be subrr-itted to and approved by 
a two-third vote of tbe assotiation. (All employes 
must be members lD good standing of the Farmers' 
Alliance.) Th ey sball fix the amount of bond of all 
officers and employes of the a sociation and approve 
the same. They shall, as often as they deem it neces­
sary, examine all books, papers and accounts belonging 
to the association or cOllnected therewith, its officers, 
agents or emplo} et'>, and report to tbe association at the 
regular meetings. They shall have authority to receive 
on deposit sucb sums of mon(lY as mDy be offered to the 
association for its use by members of the Allianc<', not 
to exceed five hundred dollars from one depositor, nor­
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for a shorter time than one year, on such terms as may 
be agreed upun; provided a higher rate of interest than 
10 per cent. shall not be given. '.chey shall also have 
power to adopt any rules and reg;ulations, not in c')nfiict 
with the Constitution and By·Laws, that they deem of 
-advanta,ge to the business, and all such rules and regula­
tion!! shall be binding on the assoc iation and its members 
until res<:inded by the Directors or rejected by the 
association; and to this end such rules and regulatIOns 
shall be submitted to the association at the first regular 
meeting atter their adoption for ratifieation or rE'jecLion. 
It shall be their duty to keep their capital stock as 
closely invested 4S practicable in articles demanded and 
used by members and otbers, which shall be sold at such 
a per cent. profit as they may determine. It shall also 
be their duty to report in writing at the regular 
meetings of the association, giving a true statE'ment of 
the progress of the business method of doing the same, 

'and financial condition, together with such other infor­
matiun as the association may require from time to 
time; and to this end they shall me.,t on ('e every four 
weeks, and also within three days of the regular annual 
meeting, al"d have before them all boob, p !.lpers and 
other data necessal'y to a complete, correct report of 
the condition of the association. The Directors shall 
have power to dischat'ge any and all peJ sons employed 
-by them or under their direction; to suspend any pcr­
sons who have been employed by them and confirmed 
by the aflsociation, which suspension shall be acted upon 
by the association at the next regular meeting, and con­
firmed, or t~e suspended party reinstated, liS the case 
-may be. 

SEC. 5.-Mannger-It shall be the duty of the 
Manager, under the dire('tion of the Board of Directory, 
to take and exercise general supervision over the busi­
ness of the association in buying and selling; to have 

-charge of all employes, and obey all orders and instruc­
tions from the Directors. He shall keep, in books 
provided for that purpose, complete and correct accounts 
of all his traosactions, which books shall at all times be 
open for the inspection of the Directors or those appointed 
for that purpose. He shall render to the Directors semi­
anTlual and annual Jiccounts of his transactions at their 
-meetings, and upon their ordel' take an inventory of all 
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goods, merchandise and property under hIs charge, and 
make a be Jan:Je-sheet as often as required, whi.ch, to­
gether wIth the report of tho Board of Direc10rs, shall 
be presented to tbe association for approval and filed 
with the Secretary for record; and from time to time 
pay over to the Treasurer such sums of money as may 
be in his hands, when so directed by the .Board or 
Directors. He shall rE'ceive such compensation for his 
services as may b3 determined upon by the Directors, 
subject to the approval of the association. He shall 
give bond in such Bum as may be requirbd by the Board 
of Directors. 

ARTICLE IY• 

.J.1Iembership. 
SECTION 1. This association shall consi r:> t of members 

of Alliances in good standing, and can be admitted as 
shareholders by making application to the Secretary or 
tho Manage!' of the store at any timo. 

SEC. 2. No illdivldual member shall be allowed more 
than ono voto in thei,' own ri~ht, but mav cast as many 
as ten votcs for oth'}!' shareholders. PI'oxles must be 
in writir~. 

SEC. 3: Shareholders mllY send a delegate to represent 
their interests at the meetings of the association, pro­
vided such delegate is in good standing. 

ARTICLE V. 

Stock. 
EjECTION 1. No member of tbis association shall hold 

mo! e than one hundt'ed shares in tho capital stock of 
thi" association. 

SEC. 2. All money for stock sball be paid to tbe 
Secrelary, who Rball give !l. receipt for the same, whieh 
shall dmw interest from date of deposit. 

SEC. 3. At each meeting of Directors the Secretary 
s11a1l make npplication for l)el'sons having one or more 
!;bares depositeu, who desire moro shD.t'eEl, and upon 
being granted by tbe Directors, ho shall issue certific:ttes 
to such person or pel'ilOnS, bearing date of acceptance. 

SEC. 4. When certificates havc beon issue] for shares 
it shall be a permanent fund, and cannot be withdrawn 
until fivo yeara have expired. Sh;11'es may be tl'allS­
ferred to members of the Eal'mers' Alliance who are in 
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good standing, but no transfer shall be le~al except 
when made in writing and entered on the share-book 
by the Secretary; provided the transfer has been sub­
mitted to and accepted by the Board of Dire~tors. 

THE END. 
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