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DEDICATION.

“To the National Farmers’ Alliance and Co-operative
Union of America, the State Alliance of Texas,
AND
To the toiling, often weary, people of our time, who
desire to know, at least in fair outline, the dawn,
the morning, and the early day in the life
of an Order now shedding its salutary
influence far and wide, this
volume is respectfully
DEDICATED,
'With the hope and earnest wish that it may be the
" means of awakening a deeper interest in the
welfare of our beloved Order, and
creating a still greater love for
its noble teachings
and principles,
W. L. GARVIN,
8. 0. DAWS.




In presenting this volume for the perusal of the
members of the Farmers’ Allhance, we do so with no
ordinary feelings as to its success. The positive need of
a reliable history has been recognized for more than five
years by all the members of the Order. The sale of an
edition of nearly five thousand copies of a History of
the Alliance, prepared by W. L. Garvin in 1885, has given
an opportunity, in printing a second edition, to
thoroughly revise and enlarge the History commen-
surate with the growth of the Order. The authors have
spent many years working in the interests of the agri-
cultural and laboring classes. The entire scope of the
work 18 to give a trustworthy and accurate account of
the History of the Alliance trom its origin down to the
present date. In doing so the authors have confined
themselves strictly to the written and printed records,
and to such facts as have come under their own personal
observation, or that were obtained from other trust-
worthy and reliable sources. The toilers are looking to
the Order as a grand medium through which they hope
to gain the true value of their labor, to explain from
the standpoint of the Order those principles which,
coming to an issue at different times, have been decided
by the Alliance to inspire love for our Order, our fellow-
man, our country, and an intelligent solicitude for its
destiny. Experience has tanght the members the value
of certain methods of co-operation to make the princi-
ples and workings of the Order easy of remembrance,
and to try to get them to appreciate the fact that their
success hinges upon each other with their combined
efforts. This work is offered to the Brotherhood in the
confident hope that as they study carefully the objects
and workings of our beloved Order they will learn to
prize it more highly and love it more devotedly. That
their enthusiasm will be kindled when they learn and
see how slowly at first, yet how gloriously the Order
has grown. What storms, what toil, what eager eyes ol
friends and foes watched every movement and outspring,
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while farmers with brave and patriotic hearts have
defended it; doing so through no selfish motive, but
understanding the wants and needs of the laboring
classes from actnal experience,. and believing that
through the medium of the Alliance many of the wrongs
and evils oppressing the agricultural classes could be
removed. An organization that has been ganctified by
the heroism and devotion of the members who formed
the first Alliance, and so successfully vindicated its
teachings and purposes, can but enlist the confidence
and love of its entire membership throughout this broad
land. The authors have carefully examined all the
official docnments and other recorded evidences bearing
upon their work. - No fact has been stated upon doubt-
ful authority. It would no doubt be exceedingly inter-
esting to the reader, and it would have been a pleasing
task to the writers to have presented it, could the
History of the Alliance in the several States and
Territories have been more fully detailed. This, for
obvious reasons, however, could not be done. In some
States the Alliance has not yet been introduced, while
in others it has bean so recently established that no
accurate data could be obtained. Our aims and objects
have been shaped as mear as possible by the demands
and wants of the members. Ience, it has not been an
important part of our plan, as it has, of course, been
beyond our ability, to present a work of any great
literary merit. But such a work at the present time is
not needed. and it wounld seem that the present volume
18 necessary 1o prepare the way for its demand in the
future. How far we have succeeded in our attempt to
collect and arrange these materials in the form of a
History of the Alliance, may now be seen, and we shall
regret, indeed, if, after so much labor, our work has
been 1n vain, Wi L (..i';\ll\'l"\l',
5. 0. Daws,
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Arn things which concern the origin or history of
the numerous minor societies or organizations in which
go many people have from time to time formed them-
gelves, with a view to bettering their mnental, moral, or
social condition, or for the more humane purpose of
conferriug ac's of benevolence or charity upon their
more unfortunute brethren who might be overtaken by
sickness or misfortune, is worthy of preservation and
careful study.

An avcount of the causes leadine tn their organiza-
tion, or the hardships encountered by their projectorsi
the arrangement and proscenuion of their primary plans,
of the alternating emotions of hope and tear for the
ultimate success or failure of their nndert:

kings, which
actuated them as they devoted themselves with untiring
energy to its d'-\‘i-lfilllnr-.ﬂ, cannot, we think, fail to

possess a charm for liberal minds, or in affording them
in the perusal a fresh er pleasing then
templation. “Mankind are created mutuall
and co-operative.”

I'II]U" [Tnited States

the principle of the equ:
men. This principie i
Declaration of it:lh']n:"
fathers of the Republic; that to secure these
governments are iunstituted, deriving their ju
from the consent of the governed.

t was the design of this government to protect the
people in the just exercise of their rights, to secure to
every man his life, liberty, reputation, and property, by
the enactment and execution of just and equitable laws.
Governments ought not to be established for the clory
of a few would-be kings, but for the welfare of the
whole people. Ours was establihsed by the people and
for the people. The people alone have the right to
determine what kind of a system to adopt, and when
they are not satisfied they may, in an orderly and legal
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manner, change it and ' select some other form that is
better adapted to promote their safety and happiness.
The true strength of the Republic is in the willingness
of the people to render obedience to authority. The
people are the power, and the prosperity and safety ot
every community depend upon their willingness to
execute the law. Popular sentiment is the lever that
moves the whole politiesl machinery, and every good
citizen is interested not only in obeying the laws him-
self, but also in compelling the obedience of others.

In our country, with the people spread over so great
an area, engaged in so many kinds of business, interests
will often be found conflicting.  The great variety of
soil, climate, and situation affords infinite diversity of
productions, which add to the wealth of the country ard
the happiness of its citizens. This diversity will create
rivalry and opposition in trade that will tend to estrange
one portion of the people from another, unless a sense
of security and patriotic pride shall prevent it. Ience,
the necessity for organization among the laboring class,
especially the furmers, that, they may be better
acquainted with their own and the wants of their fellow-
man. The counsel of the beloved Washington in his
farewell address is worthy of perpetual remembrance.
He urged the people to beware of sectional strifes, and
besought them, as they valued the principles ef liberty
and constitutional government, not to consider them-
selves the citizens of the North or tha South, the Hast
or the West, but to unite and by sympathy, kindness,
charity and brotherly love to secure the welfure of the
whole country.

Why should the firmers organize? Can any good
reason be given for such an organization as the
Alliance ? We think reasons can be addacad which no
one ought to question. Why did not the farmers and
laboring classes orgianize forty or fifty years ago? We
did not hear of labor organizations then. Neither did
wo hear any talk about money kings, monopolies, or railroad
corporations 7 putting money, bonds, or stocks where they
wi'l do the mast good’—to inflnence the action of Congress
or State Lagislatures. 'he farmers have been fleeced
by somebody. They are growing poorer and poorer
every day. We have said before that when people are
not suited they may use all honorable means to change
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their laws. Something is wrong somewhere, and the
people have found it out. Hence, the necessity for
organization, and it means something. There is some-
thing radically wrong somewhere when those who work
/ most get least, and those who work least get most. This
fact forces itself home to every thoughtful mind. We
"“-\ want to find out where that wrong is. Therefore, we
must organize. The Farmers’ Alliance was organized
for the purpose of studying and investigating the
questions having direct reference to economic legislation.
We have no wsarfare 1o wage upon any political party.
As an Alliance every member is left free to choose his own
political affiliations, We labor to improve the condition
of our members mentally, morally, socially, and finan-
cially, and not to hoist a certain class of men into office
on the strength of membership fealty. Democrats are
Democrats still. Republicans are Republicans still, and
.no questions asked. Hach member votes his own sen-
timents unrestrained and uninfluenced. The Alliance
has among its membership men from all political parties
and of all shudes of opinion, working together in the
cause of labor.

We aim to educate our members upon public ques-
tions affecting the welfare of the people in general, and
especially of the laboring classes. Most of the public
speakers in this country confine themselves to ideas
gathered from the newspapers, which are too often paid
to publish articles tending to mislead the people. It is
our purpose as an organization to study and understand
certain economic principles which underlie our structure
of government, and upon which our prosperity as a
people and our continued existence asa Republicdepend.

Ve, as an organization, do not charge the political sins
10 any one party. The Alliance is one of the grandest
institutions the world ever produced; rising as it does
above the slums of party polities, it aims to elevate its
members to a higher plane ct citizenship by a system
of teaching in principles of political economy, in a
strictly non-partisan sense. This will enable them {o
exercise the right, preservative of all rights, that of
sufirage, to the best interests of not only themselves,
but the country at large. This right, we beheve we
have testimony ehowing, the capitalists have bought and
are controlling through the principal avenues of 1ntelli-
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gence. Thus you see, farmers, when you have finished
a week of toil you take up your newspaper and read an
article on trade, commerce, finance, or the productive
interests of the country, supposing it to have been
written by a sincere thinker, in your interests, its tone
and arguments uninfluenced by any expectation of
reward, while, in fact, it has been dictated by your
monetary enemy, whose interests are just the opposite
from yours. By controlling the channels of information
the capitalist holds your confidence with one hand,
while with the other he rifles your pockets. The money
power is not only controlling the press, but the legisla-
tion of the country as well. President Lincoln gaid in
his Message to Congress in 1861: “That monarchy is
sometimes hinted at as a possible refuge from the power
of the people. In my present position I would be
scarcely justified were I to omit exercising a warning
voice against returning despotism. There is one point
to which T ask attention—it is the effort to place capital
on an equal footing with, if not above, labor in the
structure of the government. I bid the laboring people
beware of surrendering a power which they already
possess, and which, when surrendered, will surely be
used to close the door of advancement to such as they,
and fix new disabilities and burdens upon them, until all
of liberty shall be lost.” :
And again it was said by the editor of the New York
Tribune, in 1873 or 1874, “ That it is astonishing, yea,
startling, the extent to which the faith prevails in the
money circles in New York that we ought to have a
monarchy.” The above words were uttered before Jay
Gould owned the Tribune:; before riches had hardened
the heart of the editor and driven patriotism from his
breast. It is an alarming confirmation of Mr. Lincoln’s
fears expressed thirteen years before. Surely it is well
to guard against this threatened danger to our institu-
tions by the centralization of great wealth in the bands
of the few. The American people as yet, comparatively
speaking, know nothing of oppression. They have not
vieited countries where it exists, entailing its untold
miseries upon the people, and being affected only by its
gradual approach have paid little attention 10 matters of
that kind. But the period of inactivity is passing away.
They begin to feel the effects of the legislation of the




X INTRODUCTION.

country, which has permitted this great centralization
of wealth.

Dr. Aaron L. Chapin, D. D., President of Beloit
College, in his excellent work on * Political Economy,”
published in 1878, uses this Jangunage: ‘It must be
acknowledged that through greater facility for organ-
ization, through false views which have gained accept-
ance in the current usage of business, and through
mistaken legislation in some things, capital has been
unduly favored. 1t has advantage and inclines to oppress
lubor. Liaborers have some reason to complain and ask
for relief. Justice and philanthropy require that every
man who fears God and loves his fellow-man should con-
sider the rights involved and lend a helping hand to the
wesk,” All the machinery by which despotisms are
made is in operation in this country, and much of the
motive power and lubricating oil necessary to keep the
machinery running is furnished by the capitalisis of
Europe. Why do we make this statement? Because in
1872, silver being domonetized in France, England and

Holland, a capital of $500,000 was raised, and Ernest
Seyd, of London, was sent to this country with this fund
as the agent of these foreign bondholders and capitahsts
to cffeet 1he same ohject, which was accomplished. 8o
yon see that it was primarily the money power of
Furope tbhat cansed the demonetization of silver in 1872,
But it took $§500,000 to do it. What became of this
money ! Who gotit? Don’t you suppose it was used
to ““influence” the public press and also some of our dear
Congressmen ?

Mr. Seyd was a large owner of American bonds,
which, under the existing laws, could be paid, interest
and principal, in silver. In England our silver dollar
is not worth as much by at least ten cents as onr gold
dollar, Thus, you see, by destroying the monetary
power of silver, his bonds became payable in gni;.l
only, which added to his individual wealth at least six
millions of dollars. The effect was the same upon all
other bondholders. Now vou can see why he wanted
silver demonetized in the United States, and also whose
interests our Congressmen were looking after.

We must, in our organizations, study these questions
that we may understand clearly what becomes of our
labor. Legislation that thus increases the valne of
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INTRODUCTION. xi

bonds, increases the burdens of the people to pay. It
is to place capital above labor in the structure of the
government, That was the purpose of the act demon-
etizing silver. It was that kind of legislation which
Webster declared “ would destroy the liberties of any
people.” Which Lincoln warned you “would add to
your burdens till all of liberty would be lost.” Capital
18 everywhere ovganized and alert to secure legislation
favoring special plans and purposes. The so-called
““ lobby wnfluence” at Washington has become proverbial.
It is an organization of manufacturers and capitalists to
secure legislation in their special interests without any
regard to the public weal. Large sums of money are
thus nused each year. We do not say that direct bribery
is used, but we do say that this money unsually accom-
plishes its specific purpose. The money thus expended
is returned from the pockets of the people increased a
hundredfold. Can anyone say that the burdens thus
imposed are required by the public welfare ?

There is no brauch of capital that is not thoroughly
organized or perfecting arrangements for organization.
Envelop manufacturers recently effected such organiza-
tiop, and immediately advanced prices nearly 100 per
cent. Nineteen of the large publishing houses which
furnish the school books for our children have banded
d will not attempt to displace each other’s
7 in actual use, nor under any circnmstances
ag. We thus pay twenty cents for a First
at could be sold at a profit for six centr. But
ate. It is enongh to say that combiration
exists everywhere, save among the
ag 3. Why should not farmers organize
for self-protection, when all other voeations are com-
bining? If all kinds of manufacturers unite to limit
competition and get better prices for their products,
why shonld furmers remain passive and suffer them-
selves to be victims of schemes and combinations whose
lines of action converge on them? Ir the combination
system of doing business 18 to be worked for all it is
worth, why shonld not the class that produces seven-
tenths of the wealth of the world have its share of the
profits? The idea seems to have obtained in the minds
of thousands of farmers that every man’s hand is against
them. That all other classes in their organizations have

rriculinral
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combined for the sole purpose of oppressing them.
That they have for years been the special target for every
man to shoot at; and, hence, there is a kind of war
spirit pervading their entire being. They feel that legisla-
tion, both State and National, have been directly against
them, and that they alone, of all the classes, have been
most shamefully neglected by the law-making powers of
our land. Now, thatthereis a great deal of truth in this
we do not question. We all know that laws have been
enacted favoring the merchant, the bavker, the money
lender, the lawyer, the manufacturer, aud the great
corporations, There is no doubt that our legislation,
both State and National, has too often favored these
classes. What has been the primary cause that brought
this about? These classes have not organized for the
sole purpose of oppressing the agriculiural classes, but
for the purpose of bettering their own condition. They
have obeyed the injunction, “Ask and ye shall rececive.”
I'hey have gone in well-organized bodies before the law-
making power of our country and demanded such
legislation as would subserve their interests. The law-
makers of owr land have not gone to these corporations
and asked, “ What do you want? What laws do you
wish enacted ?” On the contrary, these classes have
organized, counseled among themselves, and determined
what they wanted, and then bave gone into the halls of
our Legislatures in well-organized “ lobbies ” and there
demanded such legislation as they desired. Have
farmers been organized all these years and demanding
just and equitable laws? No answer is needed to that
question. Who, then, are really to blame for these
things? The farming and laboring classes themselves
to a great extent. They have shamefully slept upon
their rights. They have, until quite recently, been
entirely unorgauvized and content to let the world wag
on as it would. To-day the work of organization is
progressing rapidly. In the very near future the
National Farmers” Alliance and Co-operative Union will
have spread itself over the entire “ Cotton Belt” of the
South and many other States farther North. The
Grange hus planted 1ts banners in nearly every State
and Territory in the Union. The Farmers’ Alliance of
the Northwest is a large and influential body and rapidly
growing in numerical strength. The Union of Louisiana,
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the Wheel of Arkansas and Kentucky, and the Relief of
Mississippi are rallying their forces, and it is only a
question of time when all these great agricultural organ-
izations will merge into one grand farmers’ organization
which will give us the prestige, power, and wisdom
that will enable us to lay our hands upon the helm of
the Ship of State, and steer her clear of the breakers
amid these threatening storms of Anarchism, Com-
munism, and combination bossism. These grand agri-
cultural organizations are destined to move onward and
upward until the mists that have hitherto enveloped the
farmer shall have passed away.

A large number of the community are, or should be,
deeply interested in the teachings and principles of the
Allianee. If it shall succeed only partially in bettering
the condition of its members financially, mentally, or in
the discharge of their duties to themselves, their fam-
ilies, and the State, as citizens of one common country,
that success can be recorded in its favor. The principle
of pure morality requires that, instead of slighting the
ignorant, defrauding the poor, and persecuting the weak,
we shall give aid and comfort to those who need our
care. We believe that the trne happiness and real use-
fulness of each individual, and of every community,
depend largely upon the application of the principles
of the Farmers’ Alliance.

“The gloomy night is breaking,
K’en now the sunbeams rest,
With 2 faint yet cheery radianes,
On the hilltops of the west,
HThe wists are slowly rising
From \_u!'l-:\' and from plain,
And a spirit 1= awaking
That ne’er will sleep again,
“And ye mav hear, who listen,
The spitit’s stirving song,
Tha* surees like the ocean

With its solerin hass alone”

£
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TrE name, Farmers’ Alliance, originated in 1875, in
Lampasas county, Texas. It seems thut the firstsettiers
were troubled a great deal about the land on which they
had settled, and also had trouble to keep what little
stock they had. The wealthy cattle kings did not desire
the settlement of the country, and would frequently
drive off the farmers’ cattle or other stock. Isitreason-
able that the settlers should remain idle and see the
effects of their hard-earned labor taken from them with-
out a struggle? No. They were necessarily compelled
to unite and consult with each other relative to their
interests, which resulted in an organization for self-
proteciion; known at that time as the Farmers’
Alliance. The Alliance, as thus organized, grew until
in 1878 it had spread over Lampasas and three or four
adjoining counties, when a few designing men that year
converted it into a political party, which virtually
destroyed fhat organization in its infancy, Within a
year not a single one of these Alliances remained,

In the year 1879, W. T. Baggett, a member of the
old Alliance, from Coryell county, moved to Parker
county, and settled at or near Poolville. He brought
with him one of the old constitutions and organized the
first Alliance at Poolville, Parker county, Texas, July
29, 1879.

Among the early members of this first Alliance were
J. N. Montgomery, John W. Sallivan, 1. T. Reeves, Jeff,
Womack, George W. McKibbins, and others. Those
hardy frontiersmen banded themselves together as a
band of brothers, and worked and toiled together for
the interest of themselves, their families and the con ntry
in which they lived. Who were those sturdy frontiers-
men? Little did they dream of the valuable service
they were about to render their country, and of the
many households that have been made to rejoice, who,
perhaps, prior to this time, could not derive any pleasure
from their hard labor. Such men should be remembered
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for ages to come. Much good was accomplished by that
noble little band, and others saw that they had done
good, and would continue te do good, if all would lend
a helping hand.

For ages past efforts have been made by the farmers
to establish and perpetuate an agricaltural society, by
themselves, for the purpose of correeting the evils from
which they, as a class, have been suffering ; and, strange
to say, most of their efforts have failed. Realizing the
needs of 'the farming classes, and profiting by the ex-
perience of the past, the first Alliance was founded by
men of integrity, men of justice and right, men who
believe in the principles of democracy (the democratic
principle of equal rights to all men), men who went to
work organizing the Alliance, fully cognizant of the
evils that awaited them in their efforts. They knew full
well the prejudice that existed in the minds of the
ignorant against all such class orgsnization, but they
had courage for the requirement of the hour. Judging
from the declaration of purposes, to be found in the
Constitution, they must have been men of courage, a
combination of moral and physical qualities, noblest of
characters, men of pure conscience, clear and intelligent
minds, men who would dare to do right. Nothing is
more distressing to an honorsble mind than the idea of
utter and hopeless dependence. Consequently, these
men conceived the plan to lift them above the machina-
tions of capitalists, who were striving to place them in

a state of dependence, to avoid which, they organized
the Alliance. In the first organization at Poolville, by

a decisive vote, all party political features were struck
out from the original Lampasas declaration of principles,
uniting the Order firmly in a non-partisan brotherhood,
guided by one noble object, namely: The general good
of the producing masses. The declaration of purposes
is now the same as it was when first adopted, but we
have added to it the second and seventh articles. Truly
and faithfully did these early members work, meeting
with adverse winds, arising from 1gnorance and prejudice
againgt a farmers’ orgunization; yet they were not dis-
couraged, but worked on, prompted mainly by patriotic
motives, striving for the achievement of the objects of
the order, the motto of which is: ‘“In things essential,
unity, and in all things charity.”




16 ORIGIN OF THE ALLIANCE,

Parker and adjoining counties were largely settled
by enterprising farmers from the North and  East.
These men watched earnestly the progress of the organ-
ization, until they were convinced that it must do good,
and intended good to their fellow-man, and that it had
already accomplished much good and could accomplish
more if-they would join in the good-begun work. which
they did, and thus was the Alliance formed, and from
that day to the present it has retained the name, Farmers’
Alliance. A second Alliance was soon formed at Central,
Parker county, and a third in Jack counnty, Texas.
Your humble servants joined No. 13, Friendship
Alliance, in Wise county, in 1880, as charter members,
and from that time to the present have been working in
the interest of the Order and will continue to do so.

The first meeting of the State Alliance was held at
Central, Parker county, Texas. It wus composed of
delegates from the twelve Sub-Alliances. Several meet-
ings were held during the year 1879, the primary object
of which was to prepare and perfect a new Constitu-
tion and Ritual. This work was not fully completed
until the latter part of the ensuing year. When the
Alliance was first formed or organized at Poolville, of
course but little interest was manifested by the people
in the surrounding country. They did not realizs the
importance of the movement, they had no fuith in these
new ovders. But there is nothing new in the principles
upon which the Alliance is founded. They are as old as
time itself, and have been handed down from generation
to generation in every age of the woild.

“Liveat God, we thank T'hee for this home,

Thiz bounteous birth-lund of the free,

Wher2 wand vers from afar may come,
And breathe the air of liberty.

“ 81l may her flowers intrammeled spring,
Her harvests wave, lier cities rise,
And yei till Timee shalt fold his \'\-I].E,
Remain e.rth’s loveliest parudise,”

Men of every age, philosophers, and all ancient and
modern writers have striven to impress upon the buman
race the noble sentiments that are pictured in the above
lines, the ¢ bounteous birth-land of the free.” They are
now adopting this plan of uniting themselves into a
band of patriots to accomplish this and to make a home
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for the free. The principles, of this Order should be
implanted in every honest heart.

1. To labor for the education of the agriculturgl
classes, in the science of economical government, in g
strictly non-partisan spirit.

2. To indorse the motto,
and, in all things, charity.”

3. To develop a bhatter state,
socially, and financially.

4. 'Po create a better understanding for sustaining
civil officers in maintaining law and order.,

9. To constantly strive to secure entire harmony and
good will among all mankind and brotherly love amone
ourselves,

6. To suppress personal, local, sectional and national
prejudices; all unhealthful rivalry and  all selfish
ambition.

“In things essentia’, unity ;

mentally, morally,

are the
y and. its 1mporative com-
S are to visit the homes where lacerated hearis ar

3 of a brother or g

widows and ed;

Old as ol m

the past been fostered and 3

ization in the world, both s¢
otherwise. Indeed hese principles seem to beinherent

among all the world, both ancient and
modern. In primitive times the banding together of
various iribes or families, or the close tribal relation-
.~'|-.i!\, was merely for protection from encmies, and as
the various tribes or societies increased in numb
nations were formed and laws were enacted for :
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government and protection of interests against evil-
doers. The various religious denominations are banded
together with this view, and one of the objects stated is
for mutual protection and benefitto each other, by doing
good to each other and to prevent injury if possible.
Then let us use every means In our power 1o advance
tho cause and to promote the intercsts of this noble
work, fully assurei that time will bring its reward and
future generations will glory in the noble work of the
present. They will look back down the vista of time
and their hearts will be filled with the deepest gratitude
when they see the sacrifices we, the present gune:‘ation,
have made, the nbstacles we have tried to overcome, to
promote their future welfare, and canse human opinion
to justly appreciate the principles for which we have
striven. 1t took no prophetic eye to discern the fact
hat the Alliance would be a power in the land, A few
years ago its members could be numbered on the fingers
of one hand., Now we number hundreds of thousands. Is
not this an encouraging fact? And from one poor little
Alliance it has grown to thousinds, and from Poolville
1t has spread far and wide, until now it reaches from the
Atlantie to the Pacific and from the Liakes on the North
to the Gulf on the South. As a proof of the expanding
and growing condition of the Alliance, let us call your
attention to the great difference in the Alliance of seven
yvears ago and of to-day. Then it met to hold its State
meetings at a country school-house with perhaps five or
ten delegates from surrounding Alliances. Now 1t holds
its meetings in the cities and pumbers its delegates by
the hundreds. Then they consnmed only from one-half

to one day in transactirg their businese. Now by cl
and laborious application, holding both dsy and nig
sessions, they may finish in cne week. Thus we sce it

i8 rapudly growing and sepreading, snd has been of
almost inestimable value to the sgricultural classes, and
they arc beginning to recognize its merits and are
flocking to 1t. They begin 1o realize the advanteges of
co-operation, and, while vther professions and avocations
meet in ther boards of cx(-hi.r'_f,c, the laboring classcs
have the Alliance and othcr lodges in which Llu) can
meet and discuss plavs that may be of mutual benecfit
to all—not only to these of the present sgc—but

neasures that will redourd to the prosperity and happi-

‘th
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ness of all future ages. It has been said, “Oh, the
farmers cun do nothing; the issue is betweon capital and
labor, and do they hope to accomplish anything ?” We
answer, the issue is not against capital, but the central-
ization of capital to such an oxtent as to create a
monopoly. We do not ohject to capital 1n tho country,
but say God-speed to any and all undertakings that will
promote the happiness of mankind, Capital should be
and was intended to bo a blessing, and it is only the
abuses it receives that make it otherwise. For many
long years we firmers have folt the need of such an
organization as the Alliance, which would devise, con-
sider and formulate plans to advance the interests of our
class, and if possible enable us to obtain better prices for
our produce, and in many other ways by unity of action,
which alone ean come through organization, give us
education, thereby bettering the condition generally of
the producing classes.

The Farmers’ Alliance is not. as some imagine, a
combination arrayed in antagonism to other trades or
classes of citizens. Tt is, however, a combination for
self-protection, to nourish and stimulate those cardinal
instincts that underlie the principles of human justice.
The true spirit of our order only emulates the sentiment
expressed in the Golden Rule, “ Do unto others as you
would have others do unto you”—a human rule. In
the progress of our grand civilization, with the general
diffusion of knowledgze, man’s powsr to do rigl
wonderfully enlarged, but with all {his widely diffused
intelligenea we fiad him but little modified or advancad.
The purity of our nature does not find pre-eminenca in
the present age; we often find our usefalness and
superiority bounded still by passions that are the out-
gsrowth of ignorance or selfishnes: With all our
boasted development of an advanced intelligence, we
have yet a morbid condition 1n society, which, if it is not
18 vicious, is as odious as any that characterized our racoe
in the past. This necessavily produces discordant
clements, which work much harm to society. It com-s
forth in mavy forms and arrays faction against faction
and neighbor against neighbor, without any just cause,
We find in the juurney of life that envy and malice,
crowing out of bigotry, ignorance and prejudice, are
‘the causes which produce cluss distinetion, where there

rht has been
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should be peace and good will among men. The
creators of the Alliance could not see any cause ior this
class prejndice, henco we read in the declaration of the
first principles of the Farmers’ Alliance that it 18 the
duty of its members “to constantly strive to secure
entire harmony and good will among all mankind.”
We are onc people in every sense of the word—
Americans—and the various institutions, with all the
public enterprise of our common country, should not be
suffered to become impaired by any spasmodic or mad-
dened folly. Society is made up of farmers, laborers,
teachers, doctors, lawyers, proachers and merchants,
and it requires all of these to form that great compact
of human intelligence. Each trade i3 necessary for the
weneral good, and we are all necessarily important
factors in cur grand American vationality, mutually
dependent upon each other for the protection of life,

liberty and property. These are the views that we find
taugzht in the first principles of our noble Order.

We read, again, it i3 the duly of members
B1 ress gectional and na
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socialism and anarchism upon the other, which are
endangering our American institutions, both political
and religious; therefore, they saw the necessity for
speedy action. When the firstmeeting was held, do you
suppose they antieipated such a general uprising, such
winifested? No. But to-day
we look forward to the timo when the whole United
States wil

a great inferest as is now

I be joined together in this mishty work, and
power beforo which m nopoly will
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the Alliance were fully if not
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" the furmers’ interests, Great success has
1eir efforts toward o anizing and npbuild-
r, and 10 such an extent have they succeeded
Farmers” Alliance is to-day the most popular
and prosperous oreanization in the nation, and has in-
delibly impressed itself upon every phase of society.
The organization has been maintained to theo present
time, ag originally founded, a strietly non-partisan, non-
political society. To-day it ranks as the most powerful
non-political institution in the agricultural community,
bence it has steadily gained in public favor, and been
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able to meet and overcome all the prejudice that has
ever beeun raised against it, and with a less expense for
management than any other organization in existence.
Imlccd, it is doubtful if in all the history of organized
societies any other can show a more rapid development
in all the elements of strength and greatness than our
beloved Order. The Alliance has advanced until it has
become almost the wonder of the age, and in the history
of the farmers never before was seen such wonderful up-
rising and peaceful nn_‘:l‘n' zation in a fraterrzal brother-
hood. Our Order, in all of the past, has never known
ANy angry contest, sectional strife, division into P arties
or warring fuctione. Love for union in the entire blrul.
erhood has existed from the De ginning and has been
deeply cherished, as is shown from the fact that political
strife has never as yet been permi | to enter our
ranks. All our associations and {raditions have been
free from all discord, aud this union and peace have
given our Order power and influence to eonfer its
benefits upcn the entire sgricultursl commun if\'. The
founders of {he first Alliance were building better than
they knew
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I~ 1881, after the Alliance had begun to excite consid-
erable comment’and was generally discussed throvghout
Parker and the adjoining counties, it was unfortunats:
enough to attract the attention of some parties in
Parker county who sought to sow dissension among its
members antl make the Alliance an objeet of ridicule,
Their object in so doing is too well known to admit ot
discussion here. Suflice it to say, it was through motives
of revenge for funcied slights or insulte, which had no
foundation whatever, in fuct.

The Alliance, scorning to notice such trivial things,
went forward. As this failed to check its progress,
anothber mode was adopted to bring the Alliance into
disrepute. All kinds of petty crimes and unworthy
motives were atiribured to the members, and immigrants
vwere advised to not stop in the counties of Parker, His
and Jack, as they we infested with thieves, robbers
and even murderers. The Alliance was basely slandered
and for a time it seemed as though punblic opinion
(rmoulded by a few en whose motive was to bury it
beyond all hope of resurrection) would turn and over-
whelm the Order yot in iis infaney. DBaut it was other-
wise deereed. The \ liance fally, assured of the justice
of its cause, and having nothing to gain by concealment
came boldly forward and lr:HLL-! a strict and imparti
investigation of principles and purpo:es. The mect
convened at the counrt-honse in Weathoerford, Parker
ecounty, Texas, July 7, 1881, at 2:45 p. a1, pursuant to
the following call:

PUBLIO MEETING.

“The undersigned members of the Farmers’ Aliiance
desire a meeting of the business men of Weatherford
and citizens of the town gonerally, at the court-house,
in this city, at 2 o'clock p. 3, to-day, in order to Iulllv
investizate the charges of lawlessness and other ont-
rages that have been made against the Order. We deny
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the assertions that have been made by the Weatherford
Times, charging our Order with improper motives, and
a8 cilizens we ask the co-operation of all good people in
i public investigation of this matter. We respectfully
ask the attendance at this meeting of the Sheriff, County
Attorney and other officers of Parker ¢ ounty.”

The call was signed by B. G. Gillland, J. N. Frazi o7,
Q. G. Peterson, C. M. Wilcox, T. B. Gilliland, J. W.
Caldwell, W. L. Garvin, K, A. Patterson, T. C. Ensey,
W. T. Culwell, T. N. Niblett, B. J. A. Ensey, J. H.
Dover, Andrew Da nlap, 8. O. Daws.

The meeting was called to order by B. G. Gilliland,
who nominated W. L. Garvin for chairman. There were
filfy-seven members of the Alliance present and about
two hundred of the leading citizens of Weatherford and
Parker county. Delegates from every Alliance were
there ; the greatest interest was manifested, for on that
meeting depended everything, The honor and integrrity
of the Alliance were imperiled, and men came from fur
and near to see the termination of the struggle.

Andrew Dunlap, one of the members of the Alliance,
was requested to state the objects of the meeting, Ho
faid he was unused 1o public speaking; but that ho had
left his farm and come from his home to consider the
real status of the institution to which he belonged. e
said he was a member of the Farmers’ Allianee, and
that he joined it from a very different motive than that
which the public might believe, were they to judge from
the paragraphs and editorial columns of the Weatherford
Times. He knew of no lawlessness or mob-law pro-
cecdings indulged in by the members of the Alliance, as
had been charged by that paper. He thought himself
familiar with the institution snd he defied anyone to
peint out a single act in violation of Jaw or order recog-
nized 1 any shape or form hy any Sub-Alliance ever
organized or on bebalfof the Grand State Allianco, We
have come here {o-day to meet with the citizens of our
county to investigate the charges made against us as
members of the Alliance and ss citizens by Mr. Smythe,
editor of the Weatherford Times. 'The chairman, Mr.
Garvip, then announced that tho objects of the meeting
being stated, the first business in order wounld be ihe
reading of the published reports concerning the Farmers’
Alliance, which was done. Wo regret to say that these
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reporis have been lost; the files of the Times were con-
sumed shortly after by fire, and we are unable to give
copies of these articles, bul tiie reader can judge their
import from the proceedings of the meeting us here
given and reported at that time by the press.

The chairman at this time declared that motions and
resolutions were in order.

Brother C. M. Wilcox—Tt scems that the objscls of
the Farmers’ Allianco are not properly undersiood ;
therefore, that they may be bettor understood by
the public, I submit the following resolution ; i

“ fesolved, That we, the officers and representative
members of the Farmers’ Alliance, do allege tha
statements made in the Weatherford Times of June 25,
1881, with regard to the Farmers’ Alliance, are fulse
and untrue. We do most emphatically deny that the
Alliance as a body recogunizas mob law or anything elso
that is not in strict accordance with the laws of our
State, from which we as a body hold a legul charter,
and that the Order of the Farmers’ Alliauce has eve:
sanclioned or anthorized any individual or body of in-
dividuals to violate the laws of the State at any time or
at any place, and if the editor of the Times, or any other
person, will apprise the Farmers' Alliance of the fact
that any individual member has been guilty of any
violation of the laws of the Jand we will pledge our-
selves to the expulsion of all or ary such members from
our Order.”

The above resolution had been unanimously passed
by the Grand State Alliunce and was adopted by the
mass-meeting.

Dr. O. G. Poterson then submitted for the considera-
tion of the meeting the following :

“Whereas, The editor of the Weatherford Times bas
made repeated attacks upon the Farmers’ Alliance, as a
body, through the columns of his paper, and sent to the
world the false impression that a reign of terror exists
in the counties of Parker, Wise, and Jack, on account of
mob law ecarried out by the said Farmers’ Alliance.
We, the members of the Alliance and citizens of Parker
county, Texas, in mass-meeting assembled at the court-
house, in the city of Weatherfoid, do most emphatically
deny that any such state of affairs, as named and
charged by said editor, exists, and we do hereby chal-
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lenge said editor to produce the proof of the statements
made by him through the columns of his paper.”

The Chairman—You have heard the resolution, and
you have all read the newspapsr publication of the
charges against the farmers and the good name of
your country. These charges are false and are too
strong for this or any other ¢community to believe—that
we are a set of lawless mau, or the farmers of this or
any other section of our country have turned themselves
agaiost the laws of the land. We deny the charges in
the name of the Alliance, or that our country is guilty
of such conduct, and demand of the editor of the
Weatherford Times to point out the guilty person or
persons or furnish the proof, otherwise we will charge
him with slandering our Order and the commaunity in
which he lives.

Mr. Dunlap—Mr. Chairman, it seems to me that the
resolution is not understood, and I ask that it be read
again, that everybody may fu'ly understand the whole
subject, and I call upon every gentleman here, or any
one presaot feeling sufiicient interest in the subject, to
talk about it and ventilate the whole matter, even to
the cditor of the Times; we call upon him now to make
good bis false charges.

Judge Richards eame to the front and gave the editor
f the Times a thorough threshing for stirring up all

this strife by :landering the Alliance because it was

farmers’ order; he said it was composed of the best
men of the country, and all this was to sa isfy the
diabolical passions of the editor of the Times.

l'ncle Benson Gilliland said he was a member of the
E'.L;[‘IHC‘I'.«’ A“i:xl]ru.

e landed in this vounty twenty
years ago or upwards; that be did pot want to make a
speech, but necessity compelled it when his brotherhood
was being slandercd by a little nose-rag of a newspaper
published in the town of Woatherford by one Harry
Smythe, ke had lived in Jack county, and rejoiced
that his residence was on the farm in Parker county,
and that he belonged to this farmery’ organization ;
that he joined the Order in good faith t
gelf and the condition of his
neighboring farmers,

0 improve him-
friends who were his
He believed the Order productive
of good and its results beneficial to the farming interests.
He recited the various purposes of the Alliance ; that it
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was organized in favor of law and order, and the
charges made by the editor of the Times were false,
without any foundation, untrue, and the editor knew it.
He further said the Alliance was not out begging friend-
ship or asking anything for the farmers but that which
was just, and was not seeking anything but that which
was right. 4

M. S. O. Daws said he wounld like to hear from some
contleman from Weatherford, henco he called upon
that talented and faithful friend of his ejuntry, the
Hon. S. W.T. Lanham (at present a member of Congress).
Lioua cries were made for the distingnished counnsellor,
who arose amid much applause. 1le was exceedingly
humorous in his remarke, and spoke encouragingly of
the Farmers’ Allisnce and its principles; also of the
wicked and ernel attack of the Weatherford Times upon
the Order, and that the organization did not make any
encroachments upon the prerogatives of the public
officizls.

Mr. S. 0. Daws was called for, and followed in
and pertinent speech, referring especially to th
aims and hopes of the brotherhood. Xe defended the
Alliance geainst the assaults of its enemies in its pur-
poses. He he ped it would redound to the glory and
|
tnal imj rovement of the farmers. As a class,
he said, they had very limited opporlunity for mental
culture. for mntual good, in their disorganized condition,
but through the Alliance he hoped they would be
brought togaiher, have libraries established, and ample
[H'hii-{"\i-nh afforded. Iloclosed 1\_\' askinge the Weather-
ford Times to point out tho time or place or the prineciple
of the I': rmers’ Alliance that wags wrong.

Lewis Wood, E .spoke in favor
of passing the resolution offered by Dr. Peterson,

Colonel J. N. Haney mado an appropriate talk, after
which, upon motion, the resolntion passed by a rising
vite, and the meeting adjourned.

1t is sufficient to state that the primary cause of all
this misrepresentation and slanderous attack wpon the
p'ir.r-i;-lvﬁ and teachings of the Alliavee was from the
fect that the Weatherford Times, _i'\illilj' with the
Weatherford Herald, had sought to be recognized as
the official journal of the Alliance, that it micht secure

il

honor of this whole country, through the moral, socis
and intellec

, an attorney -at-lax
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the patronage of the members and the printing of the
Ordoer. The Order saw fit to isdorse the Herald instoad
of the Times. Thus the Farmers’ Allianco gained the
cnmity and ill-will of the Times. From that time until
this indignation meeting the editor of the Times used
Lhe columps of his paper to attack the Order upon every
occasion ard try to destroy its influence for good ; and
it was said that he remarked, after fuiling to. gev his
paper indorsed, that he “would buy a new press and
burst the d— thiog in s1x months.”

After a close investigation of the Alliance and ils
purposes, its opposers were compelled to admit the fact
that they were wrong, and the reputation they had
given the Alliance was entirely undescrved. The Alli-
ance came forth from the countest as a vietor. It had
been iried “as by fire,” and it stood the test most faith-
fuly and eame through the ordeal unscathed.

The opposition the Alliance received exorted rather
a beneficial effect than otherwise. It brought it into
general notice, and the thinking class cannot fuil to s
that it is merit alone that has caused the Alliance
come so rapidly into favor with the laboring classc
Thinking men cannot but be favorably impressed wit
ihe stand it takes in all matters pertaining to the good
of the masses. Persecution iries the qualitics of men
and human institutions. It brings out their good or
had qualities.  So it proved in this case. Probably the
Alliance would have remained comparatively unknown
had it not been noticed in that light. Buthuman nature
is naturally constituted witl: a good 'share of curiosity,
and anything that excites that curiosity will be exam-
-inedinto. It was so hore, and had the opposite effeet
intended by its accusers, and the result was s viclory
gained, a forward impetus gwen the Alliance, and tr:-[l;.-'jy
No one can say aught against it. The Alliauce is re-
spected, its ohjects appreciated, and men are using every
effort to advance the cause, which we believe 10 have
been handed down to us from a time so lr_m';_'\; agn that
the mind fails to comprehend the chasm-that lics be-
tween that time and the present. A short time ago wo
did not thoroughly understand the Allianece. I’c'rhn.ps
those who tried to pull it down wero in that condition,
for it has ever been, that which we did not understand
4at a first glavece, our opinions were formed, whethey
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fuvorable or otherwise, and in this ease an unaecount-
ablo prejudice was formed, the result of a hasty

judgment through ignorance of its merits, and as soon

as the mind comprehended the fact that the intention
was (o do good, all the opposition ceased, except from u
few, who are hardly competent to judge of the merits
or demerits of anything.

An intelligent presentation of the early hardships
surrounding the Alliance can hardly be given in the
brief space allotied to this chapter. Oane of 1he earliest
felt wants of the Alliance was an official organ of com-
munication among the members. To-day we have the
Southern Mercury and hundreds of other papers that
are defending  our principles and advoecating our
measures, We do not see how we could dispense with
our prestnt Alliancs papers. If they are so necessary
now, with our principles and policies well defined, what
must have been their necd when the Alliance was just
ming ils struggle for populavity among the

¥ A 1 . . .
| classes. There is mol s prominent journal now
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was first organized. A committee was appointed and
sent to Weatherford, Texas, to have printed one thou-
sand copies of the Constitntion and By-Tiaws. The
printer engaged gravely assured the committee that it
was worth not less than eighty dollars to print them,
but as they were for the Farmers’ Alliance he would
print them for forty decllars. The proposition was
accepted and the work done. The committee after-
ward learned that not to exceed fifteen dollars would
have been customary rates. Another thing that

perated against the Alliance was the recent disorgan-
ization of the Grange or Patrons of Husbandry. Starting
in 1867, it had by 1875-76 spread over nearly the entire
["nited States and parts of Canada. At the time of the
organization of the Alliance the Grange had passed the
.enith of its power and was now rapidly on the decline.
This fact was everywhere poiuted to as an evidence
that agricultural societies were not capable of continued

existence, and consequently could not exert any lasting
benefit upon the communities where they were located.
This view is always erroneous. Such a society never
existed without leaving its impress for good iro-
delibly stamped on the sands of time. The good
accomplished by the Grange movement was of vast im-
portance to the laboring people of this country, not
enly in modifying existing legislation, but, what was of
more moment to them, in edueating public sentiment in
favor of co-operative

protective associations. I

£,

]

Grange was thus an important factor in paving the way
for the greater movement, the Furmers’ Alliance. Bu

the moral effect of the decline of the Grange was one of
he greatest obstacles that the Alliance had to meet and
vercome 1n its early history.

great many good people also thought that the
Allinnce was in reality a secret politiesl party. The
fact was cited that the Alliarces in Lampasas and adjoin-
ivg counties had so existed. They argued that us we
were working under the ** original l,;n'nl.\}x:u:us Decluration
of Purposes” in a modified form, we must sooner or
later drilt into party politizs. They did not stop to con-
sider that it was this very fact that caused the desiruc-
tion of the Lampasas Alliance. We bad profited by
their experience. From the very nature of the case it is

impossible for party politics to invade the ganctuary of
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any organization, recular or religious, without perverting
the original purposes of such organization. They did
not know at first how carefully we had guarded against
this danger by striking out from the “original Dec'ara-
tion of Purposes” all reference to party politics. It took
time and patience to remove these objections.

Many other discouraging circumstances might he
enumerated, but we do not deem it necessary here. No
aspersions can now be cast on its character, and it is
recognized as a power for good in the land. How true
it is that there is no excellence without great labor.
The Alliance is a living illusiration of that fact; it has
bravely battled with public sentiment, before which so
many good measures have failed to stand the test, and
has withstood the open and covert attacks of certain
newspupers, and the early prejudice of that class who
should have been its most ardent supporters, viz: the
laboring classes themselves.

May kind heaven help us to be guided in the future
as in the past, by patriotic principles; may the punty
of our Order, and our interest in a common cause, unite
us heart and hand to recure tho love and allegiance of
every member to the principles of our grand institution.
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Fr-will be seen that the Farmers’ Allianee, when
first organized, was not a chartered institution, but it
us soon learned, meeling with so many obstacles
sing from deep prejudices, which existed in the minds
ot 'so many people, aruinst a farmers’ organization, that
they could not perpetnate and carry ont suceessfully
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: 2l Hiland, .J. W. Snllivan,
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Thompson and others. into tion and oreaniza-
tion under {he name of “ [Marm d .-\ii::re-‘:-." said

association iu_‘frl;.r formed for the purpose of encouracing
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agricultare, horticalture and to Suppress personal, local.
kectional and nationgl }-ll'::!:l'r'-i_ and all unhealthy
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rivalry aud selfish ambition. The business of said cor-
poration is to be transacted in the city of Weatherford,
county and State uforesaid. The. term of existencs of
this association is fixed at twenty-five years, from
Augnst 12, 1889,

Tne Trustees to-wit: J. H. Dover, W. T. Baggatt,
and L. 8. Tackitt, residents of Parker county. were
duly eleeted for the first year ending August 12, 1881.

Said society has no capital stock, and the estimated
value of the goods, chattels, lands, richts and credit
owned by said association is fitty dollars.

The following persons were elected officers for twelve
months from Augast 12, 1880

President—J. N. f\lrm{-_f'}mcr_\*.

Vice President—W. A 14 B;l:_':;_;‘t:l[.

Secretary—J. H. Dover.

Assistant Secretary—1J. C. Gilliland.

Liecturer—Li, G. Oxford.

Assistant Lecturer—A, Dunlap.

Treasurer—J, W. S n
Tl TR
_ll
T STATE oF TeExas, Counry or 1
yofore me, J. M. Richur Jud of
Court of Parker county, State of Texas, thi
n appeared L. S. Tackitt, J. H. Dover

ms of Tex

- ¥y known,
ged that they signed the above and fore.
going instrument of writine after the contents of the
had been fully made known to them, and +hat they
intarily signed the same for the purposes and asgoci-
ation therem expressed.

In witness whereof I have hereto signel my name
and set my seal of office this 6th day of October, 1880,

[Signed]

3 : t0 ma personal
and acknowled

@ J. M. RicuARDS,
DG, County Judge, Parker County, Texas,

B
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ENDORSED.
Charter of the * Farmers’ Alliance” of Parker
county.
Filed in the Departnient of State, October 8, 1880.
[Signed] i T. H. BowMAN,
;\f-iirz:; Secretary of State.

{ENT OF oTATE.

Tne STATE 0F TEXaS, UEPAF
I hereby certify that the foregeing is a true copy of
harter of the ¢ Farmers’ Allian e’ of

with the indorsement thereon now oOn

the original cl
Parker county,

(.EIA[I'[!IIL'}:T_,
Witness my ¢ ficinl sig
the Seal of State at ilie
Austin, the 9th day of

A: D. 1850,

s-‘|!j

P..H [AN,
Acting Sceretary 0 State
Ir T 1 mind t up to this time
i " A an ol local [ I's
{ i W 4] o "-:
€ = Ol ) ] 1
. N RAY I nas,
e Trm nd
i {) L i L
1 L | L 14
g 1eTH i (+Ta @ I | ¢ p
cat ( ( on, most
11 1] ' G I emp Y in
' 1l produd H .
pressi enforcing a
1l "l!‘l-:.-t-_\\lf what b
eilect reanization of the mers
In il ( i:.‘:]\‘.:-l' we shall o1 " rélate the ]lu]'m:'l::[d
novements and ensctmentis of the State Alliance of
‘oxas prior to the organization ol the National Alliance.
State Alliance convened at Poolville, Parker county,
['¢ , February 8, 1881, in called session. The Secre-

was ordered to prepare charters for all Sub-
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Alliances, and was also authorized to affix the signature
of the President to the same. The adyisability of
selecting a newspaper that would give publication to
matters of interest to the Order, in consideration of the
united patronage of the members thronghout the State,
, it was resolved that the
Weatherford d, a live und influential paper pub-
|i.‘:LL't1 every Fri ay at i‘r'c:;i}ul-:'flnl;':[. 1.~\_‘ irl & “-nnd.
be adopted; and to facilitete the rapi rease of its
circulation among the members of the or, all Secre-
taries of Sub-Alliances were anthorized to act as agents

A

» Alliances and solic

being under consideratio

it subscriptio

in their
the We

h
Bl

l'l.'!*}»l'if

o of the State
9 and 10, 1881,

petine
Mont-
Manual

T usage 1n the

Go
O

s adopted as the

» the

the
rts and
\ hence, the
his time, inserted
stricting its applica-

persons only.

1 tions for membership to whit
€. Heretofore the secret work of the Alliance had con-
¥, sisted of three degrees and three obligations. It was
e~ deemed by thiz body impracticable with a farmers’

nization to make any distinction between members;
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that the work should be so simplified that the humbiest
member of any and all Sab-Alliances conld enter the
meetings of any County or State Alliance and partici-
pate in the enjoyments and benefits to be derived irom
these meetings; therefore a commitice was appointed
to combine the three degrees and three oblizations into

lac a1l members upon an equal basis, which was
reported and adopted 1

+H 171 ified remalinsg 1
thus simplified remaln

o any mem-
Alliances.

bher to the meetings of

Thus the Farmers’ Alliance

14ve i volce I[i!

y gonvened

Q@ 1989
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the year ]}u\'i[ us being a political year, a great many

.persons rushed into the Order
their own p:n':q-m:zl, political ¢
after the passage of the
Mineral Wells, th f
primary interest
orzanization of Sub-Alliances during 1l
While this temporarily chec tl i

for the sole purpose of
rrandizement ; therefure,
noh-political resnintion  at
their personal friends lost

Allian ce, ‘-\"Jil""l causedad s

Order, it fixed for status
the Farmers’ All

The .‘-\"II'- annual meetin of the S e A =
vened at Chico, Wise county, Texas, Feby ; 1854,
with W. L, (_-':='\!:1 Pre Wilco
Previous to this meeting tion of the O
become # source of gre '.-'. solicitude to the officers

State Alli:

wnee and early membe
eration the President, Mr. Garvin, employed 8.0
as r]_“l':l\':'“h:_r [;L't".li!'k‘[', one

The I:!IL‘i.‘T.i'.'_'_f Was
AHE:IIH'( 8. iJ“::t‘
Sub-Alliances re
Tlli.‘-\ |:=-1E_" confiz

gserve in that c:

Al T e |
Altey careiul

month prior tv this
comp wed of delegate

o Liecturer reported sev tean

the ! 851
ppointment and elec
Aty the :'I."..-;-'}"."..".

The “trade 5'_(}1‘1—.‘ ."~'_'~..~'u'!!|'” wa

was no r Ir [} 1]
gatisfaction, h"!-r't‘ for the j ) o i ¥
operation in trade, this body passed the following
rsolution :

¢ Resolved, That we encourage the form 1010t
stock companies in gub and county Alliance .

noge of trade and for the
bers financially.”

The Stute Alliance convened in
Weatherford, Parker county, Texas,
At this meeting there were one
delegates, and it began to look as
Texas bad determined to ors -al in
provement of the condition of the Alliance was manifest
to all. In their efiorts to ]ualut a trade system fox
their mutusl good, through corre spondence with manu-
facturers, they were :llw.»‘ys referred back to their
agents; in their communications to wholesale
trade, they were contini nally referred by them to the
retail merchant ; and in the dn-pmu.mn of their cotton,
in trying to reach the manufacturer,they were met by

}'\.‘!'?--;.:;] benefit

men for
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the “bulls” and “bears” in the cotton market ; hence,
this State Alliance recommended to the county und sub-
ordinate Alliances the importance of establishing cotton

rds of their own, for the 11:1-':»-1=n of bulking their
cotton and selling direct to the factories.
This was aceomplish » axtent, but was stronely
.|}.:---u[1 by 'Hu"al" ; ilators. Insome
cities and small towns the t he Farm-
y lota on which to locate

es of tI

A lliance co
1] }‘2[‘.'[1\"
The State !
Decatur, Wise ¢
President J. A. Gi

Secretary. This meetin

the members of the der, who had not been keeping
up with its progress. More than six hundred deleg:
were in attendance, which was the greatest body of true
: ;1'1(-11111111-ia that d, up to that time, ever assembled
in the State. The same discussions, 8 in the previous
meetings, relative to cotton market and mercantile

trade. were continued, as shown by the following recom-
? o o

ned in the court-house at
. August 4, 1885, with
chair and C. M. Wilcox

a cveat surprise even to

LLes

mendations and resolution :
¢ Reso'ved, That the Gran | State Alliance recommend

members of all Sab

to the County Alliances thal the
Alliances act as 4 nmt 1n the sale of their produce, and
to this end the County i set aparta day or days
in which to put their on the market for sale.
We further recommend a committee of t_-mlc.-}m,a\l-
ence be :1}-]1011:(:,.15 1 the Cour Alliance, who shall, if
ments the combined sale of

of the Alliance. We furthe
recommend that n but members of the Alliance be
allowed in this con ation. The Secretary of the
Grand State Alliance to notify cach County Alliance.”

Al]:':plci‘l.

¢« Resolved, That County Alliances appoint a com-
mittee of three discreet members from eac h Counly
Alliance, whose duty it shall be to ext ymine cost bills of
freight bills of merchants with whom the Alliance has
made contracts for sale of goods at specified rates per
cent. A refasal to show such bills by said merchants
shall terminate and make null and void such contracts
with said merchants.”
Believing that the business of the Alliance could be

[u:s:«‘ih](*. make
the produce of 1
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better iransacted by a lc-'w nnmlu v of delegates, and to

provide against a much larger delegation next year, the
number of dele ‘gates was limited to three to each
county,

next annunal meeting of the State All;
Cleburne, Johnson county. Te

i1| or nine

‘ "(r'[if ]]f{. 1CEers of ]
weights, d

lost
v through
188 and f'nl‘?]v“l".‘-,
rtation. Therefore

defective EAMDP

BNoTmons  charces for
OUr coma

fee recommends.

6 cotton-yard system be

eful consideration.
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Alliances as the surest and most immediate relief to the
producers of the State.
2. It is recommended by your commitiee

ty Alliances (either si

I 8 lie Gont = I
11 L0 1Ll eacn
B 1 ( 1¢ iy 1all
i 1o ) A 1 £y
-+
| i y
£ - { ;
n I r Y .
]
i G | § i
"l i 378 » o
or U ) { L'y, U { 1
= . :
R ected, { ) i nt ort
ad i 3 tn' 1 } 1 th
P | T 8 161 d 1
01 Cou \ ATso, to
1 ( i ( ] 1 -
1, 10T 1 L Ly
Alli |t
B 3
M ;
ih. - 5
A
e record o 1 : o
1D - " .
. o) 11 ) 1
ility e L 4 of' 1l
ol &1
1 ] A
] s | |
pul el ; 1 Ll
1 i ) 1 1
1 ]
ri\ : ciincial orran of ti \ {
he Farmers’ ce dces not foster
e | LR aerce preégent the

upon industrial

tive men

1tton known as
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Mechanical College of Texas. This colleze owes its
foundation and endowment to the act of Congress ap-
proved July 2, 1862 amended July 23, 1865, and to a
joint resolntion of the Liegislature ot Texas, approved
J\]_r:'“ IT, i“?l Llﬂd E'[It:l:!_\" o a4 pr yvision (;f the State
Constitution of 1876, and was organized especially for
the edueation of young men who purpose 1o folloy
one of the industrial pursuits, and to qualify an
them for th¥ useful and practi affaivs of life. While
your committee cannot hope to prasent avything new
on the importance of education, yet as one of the pur-
poses ol our noble Order 18 the mental improv
ihe industrial classes, the importance of this
should be ever present with us, for the development of
the mind must go with that of material interests, if these
classes shall ever be other than “ hewers of wood and
drawers of water.”” No expenditvre is safe unless the
foundation is solid, and as the teachers are the work-
men who are laying the foundation of the educational
world, for the suke of vour children and the country
that you love, see to it that the work is well done.

There are two questions we present for the consid-
eration of this body:

1. Is there a necessity for a hicher and better educa-
tion for the sons and daughters of the industrial elasses
than can be obtained in the common schools ?

2. Is the education obtained in the common gehools §
of Texas alone sufficient to enable these classes to have
that influence in the social and political affairs of Uill‘l
country which the importance ¢ their voecation and |
citizenship justifies and demands?

Admitting the fundamental importance of the com-
mon school, yet in the opinion of your committee il
can be but one answer to these questions. Then w
shall the higher education be? Shall it be such as to
lead the young man away from the farm and all other
industrial pursuits, or shall it not rather be such as 10}
make them better farmers, a3 well as to inculcate ]
their hearts a love for industrial pursuits, while it will
at the same time enable them to take their proper posi:
tions as citizens and sovereigns of our State?

Your committee believe that all will agree that in-
dustrial education should be fostered and encouraged, as
1hat will tend more than anything else to the advance

ment of

.\!1"-_] 2CT
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ment of the interest of our whole people. Can such an
education be had within our own State, or sball our
boys be sent without its borders to secure it?
“Your committee propose showing the
rs’ Alliance that every fa ity fi
and hich standard of U‘.'.u.‘l on
th e rt';i:-'n of a large majority of
] sons at this moment 1n the State of Texas.
]\f-”. when the land was convulsed
war, when one or more members of every f:

umily were

on the tented field of Mars, when ex ery breeze
» laden with the rumors or sounds of sieges and
]'ulll'-“". destruction, woe and death, !':-=~<.-‘-!'_'_" aod

brainy man in the Senate of the Uni: states sueceeded
in passing a law making ap appropri:

for the endowment and maintenance of' at least one col-
lege in each State, where the leading
10 led 1 such branches of learning as are related to
:'.',f!';.i_‘l:l'-.lll':l] and mechanical arts, in order to promote
the liberal and practical L=711r'::li--?| of the indusirial

{ien « J IIII blic land

r \'-l'l erts shol [.r{ be

cluasses in the several II--T'-H ts and ]Ilil._'-‘" ons of life.
This man, Justin Morrill, by slow application and
hard study, though surrounded by maoy difficulties, rose
to his exalted posit from the industrial classes, and,
remembe thie, all of his work was to smooth the
W and lessen the cost to all who migzht come after

and practical edueation to fit them for

1G.

ne .-]!h-r‘:'.
the duties of

As the Agricultural and Mechanical Collere of Texas
is the culmination of the above effort, your committee
degire to present 1t to the favorable consideration of the
:f}]{_ of the :\Hi‘:lhr-u‘ as iT. r-l;l]:'l:-" 118 doors rn]:on, the
directors and its able faculty inviting the parents and
guardians of industirial classes to send their boys that
they may receive the benefit of the high standard of in-
dustrial edueation there to be obtained.

The Agricultural and Mechavical College, as now
presented to you, is now carrying out the original pur-
pose and design for which it was established.

But to enable it to be still more useful, a grievous
want should be supplhed.

The board of directors are frequently unable to
supply improvements to further the purposes of the in-
stitution for luck of funds.

desirl
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sterest alone of the endowment fund can
that only for the salaries of the faculi :
1018 Illl’.ll(_' 1‘_'\' the | ]

aj ) pAraLus,
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the Worthy Master of the State Grange, present to the
l,egislature a memorial or petition, reépcr:lf'ullv asking
that the law be so amended as to set apart :L‘jnst and
cquitable portion of the available University fund to be
controlled and disbursed by the board of directors of
the Agricultural and Mechanical College for its develop-
ment, support and maintenanecs,

P. M. Scorr,
J. D. Wuire,

(Com1
The report was adopted.
Shortly after the Clebhurne meeti
Duulap, Vice President J. D. i
Harrison, Chairman of the Executive

State _.\!:1“‘-.-.-_ tendered t1har in
. . .
SaDONELL 0 r | lance 1l
T Al
i } 1 PR i
v 1 ) |
() |
] H]
| |
1 | i | 3

should be a full man, well
ywed by nature intelligence, sensibility, and
will ; with an eye wide open to the world around him.
Such 8 man as receives into himself the -'“'i"i!']‘L and prin-
ciples which are strugoli

» and expression inthe
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popular mind of the country, and thus he becomes &
hero in giving them utterance and spplication, Hon.
(0. W. Macune found the public mind prepared for the
vement in which he has become soO gonspicuous &

n
ure. The spirit of o1 ynization and reform among
the farmers throughout the nation was 1 to

assert itself; 1t only needed a leaf
W :

Alliance of Texas fell upon him he prot
of the work, and not only looked at the

en the l‘i"}‘!'lT:.\'i"-l'l‘I;.i;J_'.‘- of the L't sider

Order in his own State, but at once graspet

the organization of a Natior

of the '-,-]:-.n for
He was just the man needed for the times.
communication with the Formers Union of
He commissioned the Hon. I '8 4

as a del nfer with

to ol

vi
£
11 =
T " T
1 o
{ ] ) ( i
11t {
el
i v Siat
e
y |
€ I |
| ( |
f
0 L J
o
1
‘ g ) L ith
{ ) l organ N & _

ention meteon il J _
i nlection fFC. W. t: ]
Motis. of Lomisians, First Viee
I:‘-.[.":x\'i:, of l]n catur Second Vi i )

ATy, framinge 4
LS
*

Warren, Secre
'-'-'T‘-- ]l Wias }'?'E'.‘*i"ill_‘d 10 llli'_
| ratified by that body.
Within three months after the r
President of the State Alliance had be

Jtate Alliance then in session,

ssponsibilities of

»n entrusted to
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Hon. C. W, Macune he not only had a National Alhance
organized, but also had organizers in nearly every
Southern State.

Thus the Order spread into Missicsippi, Alabama,
Florida, Georgia, South Carolina,- North Carolina,

Kentucky, Tennessee, Missouri, Arkansas, and some of

the Territories, before the first meeting of the National
Alliance at Shreveport eight months thereafter.
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MISSOULRL
Ix the spring of 1887 the National Alliance and
[Inion of America sent into Missouri the
al Oreanizers : J. W. DeSpain into the
southeastern part of the State and A. H. Bryson, J. H.
Moore and M. L. Andrews into Southwestern Missouri.
n Butler

The first Alliance was organized by DeSpain i
The Order spread very rapidly. The |
i\\_' D ':.“;‘Ilfli‘

I.fl;\‘.'-
1 his
on and
under

county.
ine connties were organi ’
depnties : Butler, Ballinger, Revnolds, Ws

; E -
DeSs was Rev. J. (
g 1 1 1 T
Y bv Moo A 3 N { ( )
ik "t
W |
( -
o
) { 1l
I'he ) Q ol
1
o |
A D
I L. = I
M ri
> 4 n 5
14 I’ L B. A 0
in I 1 .
—'r; wrrell, L !

s P
n—J. A. Gross.
Lecturer—M. V. B. P
Asaigtant Liecturer-
Doorkeeper —(. D. Johnson.
Assistany Doorkeeper—C. P. Inlow,
Sergeant-at-Arms—J. A. Myers.

T 1
MNASs DAasIer.

State Business Agent—W. B. Ham.
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NORTH CAROLINA.

We herewith present a report from Brother JuB;
Barry, one of the National Organizers for North
Carolina. Since this letter appeared in the Southern
Mercary a State Alliance has bsen organized in that
State and the Order is in a very prosperous condition -

Faverrevinie, N. C., September 19, 1887. — Editor
Mercury : I am pleased to get an hour’s leisure to inform
the brotherhood of our noble Order. through the
umns of our National Organ, that now see
in every State throug

col-
ms to eircualate
hout our country, that I have met

with nnbounded suc onragement as I, iy
and Organizer of Farmers’ Alliance and

Co-operative Union of

[ ot off the ecars
“Tar-heel” S

ters of all

1 *tal AL 4 1
. lhe capital of the old

4150 Il.-"_'.'\'i‘

18elves 1nto the

As I passec
of me the right to assist in then

ol reform, which I readily

)Y g£oing up into the
public hall above the organized them at

once. The far:

1ers seem like unto ripe fruit-

-4
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a gentle shake of the bush., OI course,
» unto hogs than men,

gather them by
ther
that seem to think they wil

e are a few who are more like
| bo rewarded in heaven for
and for being us little use

their ienorance and seltishness,

gociety as !;-.xhalnlc,

1o Unsiow

Richland, unt

now i
y b
1 i 2
1 th d
0 ¢ { I 4
jur 1 i ] i 1=
1 I i
0 3. .
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ALABAMA,
M. Perdne, D. B. Hale, W. C. Grifith, William

nett and Newton Gresham were e

mmissioned

went to their respective

oreanizers for Alal

‘ing and worlked with such

ance was formed in the
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~rates met in the city of Jackson and organized a
» Allinnee in that State, electing Hon. R. T. Liove,
wter, Choctaw county, President—a man of fine

exerutive ability, with al]l of those characteristies to
malke just soch a loader of the Order in that State as
the times demand. He was also elected by the National

! a8 one ts Vice Presidents. Under his able
| T  in that State the Order has bheecome & power
in a short space of time. There are now 300 Sub-Alli-

ato. with & membership of 23 000. The

tion was completed by the election of the

{eTH

ident—T. H. Freeman.

itk Newport, )
I ;

. m
wetary—0O. L. &

el

1101M

1 the Alllance ol [
| Cooperative Unio:

--i'.\=|||:1-é-'

And i [.amisiana stands side by side w
novement for the amelioration of the

ericaltural classes of -America, adopt=

ing the seciel W rk of the Alli

L LT

d the

L. m 7
th 1oxas 1
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The following is a list of the officers of the Louisiana
State Union :

Py
gl |

dent—J. M. St lines, Venies. Tia.
Secretar ). M, Wright, Unionville, La.
Preasurer—W. J. Spi
Lo Il
LS8 I r—Samuel nner
¥ r 1 J VT
! D ) Toss y
v 1 ) reta A Totts
[ Y wore sent as

Anizers into Aentuce

that State. A number of

rospering

01

1E's Allldnce meeling at

{HIATICE8

¥ heel, an

lar in character to the
compliance with the req
L and adopting the se
that Order it was duly chartered o

branch of 12l Farmers’ Alliance and Co-opera-
tive Union of America. By this union of forces the
.ation has become prosperows and powerful,
1z atiained a membership of more than 66,000
at the time the National Farmers’ Alliance met at
Shreveport.

! a? A1l
nera’ Alli-
ance, and 1

nents of

AT A1:
\ Alllance

t work of

d becaime a legal

tho
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between the producer and manufacturer in Ju- h.md-i of
one man, timmrr up all stores save their own, and set-
tling all disputes by arbitration, thereby compelling the
lawyers to return 1o the plow. Every thing shall pe in
common, the misfortune of one member is te bo £hared
hy ail. The y areto have better cht

rches, better pastor®-
better school-houses, and more efficient teachery, A

! _ county and National—shall pe for
i . 8 4 poor crop, or fails
neighbor, his brother members
I'heir decla

If one ha

ation of principles
of Henry George boiled down,

Socialism and flavored with extracts of

¢ 'wo members in this county have already declared
themselves, it is learned, as candidates for the Legisla-
ture. They expect to ride 1.110 power upon the blinded

| 1
zeal of their deluded brothe

“ Thureday they endesvored to get a new merchant

to take the place of J. B. Mount & Co., and appomted a
committee to get bids from reveral merchanis in New-
nan, Sen and Grantville, but our leading merchants
refused to bid either for cash or otherwise. MThe com-
mittee re ni'mc the merchar
and allow the Allian

o

a to show them their invoices
to say what shall be their selling
isures. This our merchants decline to do. The Alli-
ance members who are able refuse to be responsible for
the debts of the lesa fortunate members, which will work
a hardship on the poorer members, who have neither
cash, collaterals nor credit. It will also, at the same
1ime, place our younger merchants and smuller dealers
in a; close place. They are doing no country trade,
gcarcely, and unless a change comes soon business fail-
ures will be the result.”

It is a matter of surprise that the Constitution, a
paper national in its circulation, should stoop to
malicions 'l!iI‘-lt}iT‘L'I!l:Hiﬂll and falsehood to malign and
traduce the principles and teaching of an Order num-
berirg in its membership a miilion and 2 half of people,
ministers, teachers, editors, doctors, farmers and their
wives and daughters, in a vain attempt to check the
rapid growth of the grandest fraternity of men and
women ever seen in the Southland. If the Constitution
would digplay the same zeal and earnestness for frufh
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that it has shown for falsehood and misrepresentation of
the Alliance in the .1]:::&-- article, iv would be better for
its readers—the pvﬁ‘\ e of the S« I'ILh
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ing itself from casting
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];. oducers of this count

‘mment,

m There is no
suc H prin L‘Mc advocated in the .f\.lil::‘ril'(‘. m::l or written.

‘.]r one i 5 (1 LU aor !1’”.-" or ."
bors, his r‘ummi )

s to work it aswell ag his

! mbers are to make it v
“The organic law of the Order requires that a person
to become a member mmt be of industrious habits and
of good moral character.” Cases that require actual
charity should receive the attention of all good citizens,
iIrrespective of any benevolent organization.
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cotton yards and mills were being erected in many parts
of the Stat oo and State Business

te, with a Cotton Bxc
Agency for
modities, which was
Dallas and
1 basis.

the purchase ard 8

wnee in the city of

donation of one city lo

Farket streets, 100x150 feet {
ent npon the erection of a f the v
least §20.000 on or before the 1st of January

lanati

the erection ¢ { a
living water,
A donstion of

fee simple, lying ne

y two acres in the
located an old e
aeres are vilued at D
simple. The consid

is a bond of

Farmers’ Alliance wil
instrumental in havi
kind of & mar
than $100,000.

A donation of a sufficient amount o to pay
all rents, necessary to furnish fic o
the business of the Exchange, till May 1, 1385. To
meet the conditions of this donation the citizens of
Dallas have placed $1500 in bank, sub] to the order
of the Exchange, for rent.

The probable value of these donations when condi

tions have all been complied with is §67,000. When these

snduetinge

i
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conditions are complied with, or any portion of them is
complied with to such an extent that each donation is
vested in the ] ze, it will belong to the members
of the Farmers® Alliance of Texas. Hence, every dolla
of assets of the Ex gs to the State Alliance,
The followi have indorsed the Maeu:

Business System : itucky, Tennessee, Virginia, Nox

wbama, Florida. Missour:, Lou

Carolina, Georg
ana, Arkansas and Texas, and the National Wh

ange Eluh'\

1 1

its last meeting recommended to their States tho import-

ance of eleectin ato in

g at once State agents to partic
All the &

25 cents

this

move {\]“ ( -'s-i-].--r;“,...”
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Phe following is a list of the officers of the Texas

iate .‘T\_‘ii:tﬂr-o;

President-

o

[lvan Jones, Dublin, Tex.
Vico President—T. M, Smith.
H. (. Moore, 1."(_!]". \‘\'Il]"Lin

Secretary

wnders.
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here, not merely for the ples.x'u-n s and emoluments to be
gained by their attendance, but I trust imbued with
p oper --\nw]umr:n of mu great 1vu;m'1~|lu,t.x resting
upon them, thoroughly alive to the conditions of the
times, an |1 firmly resolved to work out the proper and
fm of how to relieve the eazed eondition
ire in our beautiful w'unluul and, when
d shoulder toshoulder in one ¢ solid pbalunx
un\»i with victory.
y ever filln(’”(d in the
the

-

plan on

the
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had reduced the price of all products the farmer had to
sell to sveh an extent that in MAany cases they would
not pay hirelings’ wages to the one who produced them.
and were really grown at a loss. The rule was, that a
year spent in the most, vigorous labor and rigid economy
would with good management yield a bare subsistence.
and in many cases it yielded less, and would finally
result in a surrender of the farm to the mortgacee mer-
chant and the addition of one more family to the army
of renters.

It seemed to he an admitted fact that organization
was the only hops of the furmer, and as the Alliance
was presented as strictlly a furmers’
ranks were rapidls )

organization its

filled with all those who felt di

: sposed
to unite and resist the enc roachments of other :
tiong, and who realized that it req
meet organized power. Such lar an
secret organization in so short a
instractions as 1o the nrineinl

Proportions, as
of the Farmers
(r‘:l}' of Warc '
meetinge wias to

One |_}]|_i
devise some plan of e
The Louis

t of that calle

ending the w

te [ nion, wi

had met

cted and sca1 10
T_i'.;"_ m
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Alliance of Texas in the extension of the work. It was
there shown that there was already in existence an
.organization in the Northwestern States calling itself the
National Farmers’ Alliance, but that 1t wasa very loose
0|‘ganiz:xtion and was non-secret; that the door to mem®
bership was 100 wide for it to meet the wants of the
times in the South.

It was the pre ;ailing sentiment that none but those
most interested in farmiog should ever be admitted. It
was, after a full investigation, decided that the organiza-
110m, &8 it oxisted in Texas and the other States of the
South to which it had spread from and by the authority
of the Texas Alliance, could accomplish nothing by
joining the National Farmers’ Alliance of the North-
view of the fact that the cotton belt of
America was 4 country, there was &
necessity for & National of those residing in the cotton
belt, to the end that the whole world of cotion raisers
micht be united for self-protection. This was a grand
conception, and one susceptible of results beyond our
"xl”-‘"i“".“-”“*- It was, therefore, decided to crganize, in
connection with [.ouisians, a National Farmers' Alliance
and Un-(‘p:rl‘:t'{i\'d Upion of America; to make it a
strong national order, with the one great battle cry of
go-operation a8 the universal principal upon whicl
could unite; co-operation in its broadest seuse;
that we will assist Ono another, that wo will stand shoui-

bearing the crosses and burdens of

wesl, and in
cird umseribed

der to shonlder 1n
lite, that we will intelhgently pull to;
thing, in buymg and selling, in ;'-.n'.u':'.w-in'_'; AN
necessity lor enlightened co-operatl

1 or State Alli-

There i3 &
overything,
ances L0 settle.

The necessily for the extension of the work lay in
the fact that ciber Siates werc 10 48 bad a '-‘-_.“,_11;":“,‘“ as
that as the interests of the

leaving local issues for local

Mexas and Liouisiang, and
¢otton ]n‘m'[l-.:-vr were identical, and the evils {rom which
they were suffering _s:cncr::llﬁ'. the greatest g.-'_md could
not be effected withoutl uniting the whole cotton belt.
[t was necessary to the local business experiments
already commenced thut they be made general, and be
]-;;1-.11(_-.ipmc:l in by all of our class in order that they
prove & creater SUCCess. Single towns or counties could
not inaugurate a move that would affect the cotton
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business much, and a whole State could not accomplish
as much acting alone as it could in conjunction with the
other ten. It will be seen then that in the organization
of this National association the object was to organize
the agriculturist of the cotton belt for business pur-
poses, and that purpose has been carrmed out and has
been found to give sufficient Scope to the ability of all,
and that the dissensions spoken of in the early history
of the Order, in regard to polilics and other subjects,
have entirely died out and given place to an enlf;:hiened
effort to accomplish something grand —a business
organization.

If we look back through the history of this and other
countries we will see that some branches of indu.-:lr}-
have always been knocking at the doors of legislation,
and when weak begging for class laws that would assist
their business efforts; if they were strong they would
either demand or buy such favors, bat in either case
they have too otten been successful. Tt is proverbial
that the other two great classes of productior
ufucturing and the commereial, which include
and transportation I

1, the man-
s railroads
¥ built up to
' i prosperity |1}‘
favors and assistance. Now. if this be true,
at whose expense has the zovernment done this, asthere
are only three cl { producers? It must evidently

» of the third class, which is the
 agricultural ciass, then, has not
ment favors, but has been bled
This is now ully realized, and
rmination on the part of our

: 1 been 1
ines, have been largel

their present condition of wealth and

government

1AS8ES8 (

¥ 1 s
at the exne
X

nle n n wrongs no loncer.

But in spite of the necessity for action, many of them
ize, and those who do not should be tanght a lesson
by those who have been

: successful in procuring favor-
able legislation. They do not organize a new political
Party to carry out their plans—they call upon the gov-
ernment to correct the evils or provide protection, as
the case may be. It is realiz:d that class legislation is
4 great evil, because it builds up two classes at the ex-
pense of the third. Then either let the third class be
the recipient or do away with class legislation, If a
party was organized for that purpose the party would

die when that purpose was accomplished. Under our
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gystem of government we should not resort to a mew
political movement to carry out every reform necessary.
We have the two great principles and conceptions of
the genius of our institutions as contended for by John
Adums and Thomas Jefferson, as 2 basis for a division
into two great political parties that ghould suffice. Let
every one carry his idens of reform to tho party o
which he belongs from principle ; and as the sgricultur-
ist comprises a large majority of il the voters he will
necessarily comprise & majority in cach part] but his
greatest influence in politics can be brought to bear not
at the hustings, but th the halls of legislation, by the
proper and judicious exercise of the right of petition.
There they sten forward as Alliapce men strong and

united, and demand that the government ve rONTE
committed by if, but in partisan politics vers of
0 ger ‘.:i..'_...'.| ]'.'.il"i i 1e A buat
becanse po o1 1
y N : "
- 1 = <
|
i 1
( I
L ]
\ ' 18
¢ l
al { e 1 -
Jic ; e W
ity to that system. You will, th
¢ i=traeiinn I-lll q €0 e of utol . {
yrovide 1o a n Cl‘.'!"'-{.".':-‘ll D W ho occopy ! ntl 1 ion
to the Order—that 1%, '{_Ill-' Constitnt . .5_ ia the

organic Jaw, and outlines a republica
ment. The secret work is the unwritten organic law,
and 18 co-ordinate with the written and ountlines a limited
monarchy. By keeping theso ideas in view you will
avoid confusion, and will find questions of Jaw much



http:g,�icult.Ul

THE NATIONAL ALLIANCE AT SHREVETORT. 69

easier of solution. Itis a great pleasure to be able to
congratulate you on the rapid extension of the work
||_n.-iun'_t|n- plan outlined. There are now State oreaniza-
tions in 1[[!1-1 States, and in many States the w-ur](his pro-
gressing in a very l‘.'l.‘ii‘;if'l{n"\' maaner, as the report of
the Secretary will show, ' :

_ I'he plan of organization reems to 1 1eet the necos-

1wdifications, Thers Appears

nasa Na'ional

local conditions. fa
ery important, and has

nw -_.-{, that

}1:-:-!: ips be well to introdiice some laws and 1

ten work, in order that it mavy

sally nr 11:-.:'.~|rn:|]

in t} q 0
Nn
th () ¥ 1
o I <
b ( d
Ltend 1

- )

\ 1 n ]

ill all expressec le
8 NC mit to Lho pos W=
attention to the le,
€88 and the f{ ur

S S ol Vs
3 body should strongly

farming, to the end that onr

eCom

sustaining and, therefore, less d
lled upon to
iembers in procuring the faciliti
ir products and to assist them in the rale
G I and, fuarther, these States rais
'--_="f'_’-" 0 bales of cotton yearly; a little over two-thirds
of this enormous crop is sold in Europe, and the price
notonly for that, but for all that is used in America, is
fixed in Great Britain, and yet oar government does not
ll'ﬁif."\' one yard of cotton cloth ifn[_;'n'tcd without a tax
of about 60 per cent. of its value. This enables American

llf. 1!.l-i]' [~
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spinners to undersell the British looms and prevents the
importation of British cloth, but does mot prevent
British spinners from diseriminating against American
cotton in every conceivable msnner, and in constantly
crowding the price of the staple down so as 10 enuble them
to compete with the American spinner. The condition
simply 18 that the Britigh spinner fixes the price on
every pound of cotton ratsed, and the effect of our law
is to make him virtually interested in reducing the price
of our cotton. Were it not for this tariff law aiserimin-
ation against him by an ad valorem tax he would as soon
see cotton high as low, and would perbaps prefer it high.
Our people occupy the ridiculous position of not only
paying the New England spinner about 50 per cent.
more for the cotton cloth than it is worth, but they, by
submitting to that law, allow conditions that very
naturally reduce ihe price of every pound of cotton
they raise.

it is not claimed that as cotton planters and Alliance
men we should demand the abolition of all tarifi—that
would not be our province in that capacity. We may
do that as citizens, if we choose, but as cotton vaisers
and an Alliance business organization we have a right
to demand 1he correction of evils that afilict and sap the
very life blood from our business. Merchunts, bankers,
insurapce men and all others do the same. But in so
doing we should be eareful that we do not inflict wrongs
on others or on other interests.

It is claimed by many intelligent and honest thinkers
that if we reduce the tariff on manufactured coiton
goods we would rnin American manufacturing ; ard we
might with propriety reply, W hich is the most essential,
thut the few American factories keep On paying u divi-
dend of from 20 to 45 per cent., and that the many
farmers become tepants, serfs and slaves, or that the
manufacturer be placed on a level with the agriculturist,
and that each be allowed the fruits of his own labor and
4 fair interest on the money invested? But our ohject
ia not to show the effect that a reduction of the cotton

/1:11'5 ff would have on the mills. In the first place, there
is no surplus of cotton raised in the world, and this is
proven by the fact that there is no acenmulation of it.
Now it i that the old doctrine of price being regulated
by demand and svpply holds good in this instance, but
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in a country where every seventh person is either a
pauper or is the recipient of public charity in some
shape the demand is very materizally modified by the
ability to purchase; and that whenever the ability to
purchase is enhanced the demand will be very materially
increased.

Now, if by reducing the tariff English cotton goods
were introduced cheaper, goods would increase, the abil-
ity to purchase and theincreased demand would act upon
the limited cotton supply by increasing the price of the
raw cotton, which would in turn again raise the price of
cloth to its present price, or perhaps higher, and still
keep up the increased ability to purchase by the in-
creased amount of money put in circulation by the cotton
producer, who would be receiving an increased price
for his cotton. Therefore, the result would be mnot to
lessen the price of cotton goods, but to increase the price
of raw cotton; and, it is held, that the increased de-
mand, as far as justice is necessary, compensate the
mills for the loss of profit.

In conclusion, it is hereby recommended that this
body formulate some plan of universal co-operation
among our people, whereby each sub, county and State
Alliance shall have an agent, and that the National agent
be chairman of a board composed of the different State
agents, and that a system be established for conducting
the production and disposition of the cotton erop. Such
a board could have accurste and rehable information
every month as to the condition of the crop in every
neighborhood in the eleven Southern States. They
could negotiate and consummate arrangements tending
to an increased price; and should all negotiations prove
of non-effect, they could adopt a graduated scale for the
reduction of the cotton crop, which would be an injnstice
to nene. This plan is simply offered as a suggestion,

and it is hoped that something of this character will_be
adopted.
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S. R. Erwin, President, and H. C. Brown, Secretary
of the State Wheel of Kent (Y,
Secretary, and Alf. E. Gurdiner, Treasurer of the
National Wheel, were introduced and initiated and
sranted the privilege of participating in this meeting.
The Southern Mercury was indorsed as the offieial
journal of the National Alliance, and steps were taken
ooking to the establishment of a National Prioting
House.
i'he Committee on Co-«
ting forth at le
a Nationg | |.\'

nnge of huving

ration made a report, set-
s of a plan for perfecting

, for the pur-
selling ecommodities, which will soon

th the det

wge and Business Agency

ke carried into effect and a permanent National business

dZepey established,

We have, in another part of this History, presented
with the original ¢ Dec
under which Alliance No. 1 was instituted, and we now
give the ¢ Declaration of Purposes” of the National
Farmers’ Alliance and ('(_»Ll]*(‘.l'uii\'i' Union of Ameri

as adopted by this body :

i1 o D IR
the reader tion of Parposes

PREAMBLE,

Wuereas, The wealth, strength and permanency of

4
L"\ a government depends mainly on the prosperity and

\ \ success of its agriculture and labor, and in these being
kept in a healthy state, lies a vigorous germ of all true
patriotism, and that pure and elevated moral public sen-
timent necessary tovitalize and keep in active operation
the principles and teachings that alone will preserve and

perpetuate republican institutions and the blessings of

human liberty ; and,
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Wugrgas, One of the prime objects of good govern-
ment sbould be to promote the intelligence, loyalty and
conservatism of its citizens, and afford them the higrhest
possible lacilities for securing and enjoying the full
measure ot hberty, prosperity and happiness; and,

Wuereas, Viewing with ‘alarm the

government to revevse these cardinal eonditic

s

tendency in this

15—3 T'8~
1.1ii.~|i-':1r: lorm of govern it and a free

and prosperous
people—by the concentration o

S wealth

and l-'ii"! I in

the hands of the fe W, 10 the

7, and the 1

Shm¢

aca of the m

and aristoerac

WiErEAs that if
and tendencics are not checked an
subvert the government, destroy its form ar
in the end atterly impoverish and

1 anda oens
and,

WuerEAs, Believing further.

cortain desiruction of the o

to the 1nstitutions of the

‘lIL‘. }I:'-lu--:-' 'i";llu'-'l'lﬂ 0y

].il.'“. carvied on by the
of the masses, and espe
laboring ¢

plet, nou-y

‘act princl-
n character, with
Cleldr ar

wo, the

Amer Ca

seg ; therefore,
rative Union of

assembled, in order
better 1o 1d meet the necessi-
3 1

ties of onr ¢l t, adopt and publ

the followi Purposes:

EDUCATICN.

irding the education of the prople

amental

L good government in sustaining its institu
multiplying its blessir
fication for accomplis

ons and

, 88 well as an essential quali-
1ng onr purposes, we sghall at all
times advance and encourage it in the highest possible
degree among farmers and laborers and their children
by ¢very means in our power. Through the means of
Investigation and discussion in our Alliance meetings,
our press and public speakers, we propose to examine
the variouns methods and systems of education in use,
With the view to determine the best adoptod to the wants
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and conditions of the agricultural and laboring classes,
believing the correet theory, when established, will
embrace the moral, physical and industrial, as well as
mental training of our childrenin every grade of schools;
that this system will strengthen the attachment of these
classes to their professioa instead of alienating them
from it, as the prevailing methods has a tendeucy to do;
that it will better qualiy them for success and happi-
ness in life ; will render the farm and shop more attrac-
tive and remunerative; give the means and time for

) B

more general thought and useful study; increase the
opportunity and inclination to adorn the home and
practice the social virtues ; broaden the sphere of their
knowledgze and usefnlness, and give character and ia-
flnence to husbandry and labor; and for these reasons
we are specially friendly to industrial education, and
shall labor to advance and build up the agricaltural and
mechanical schools of the country by extending them
every possible eacouragemsnt and support at our
c¢ommand.

BUSINESS MATTERS.

In business matters we believe the prevailing system
is in many particulars wrong, and that between the
producer and consumer, the buyer and seller, the
methods should be changed, the process shortened and
the expenses reduced, and plans adopted that will more
Jjustly and satisfuctorily distribute profits and give to
labor a fair share of its earnings. We believe that in
co-operation a remedy may be found for most of the
evils and ineqnalities growing out of the methods now
in general use; thatin co-operation exists, as we believe,
the very essence of justice, faiiness and equity; that
when well understood and closely observed, its princi-
ples, by intelligent and honest management, may be
successiully applied to most, if not all, the business pur-
suits and enterprises of the country; that it possesses
the elementary forces for solving the vexed question of
capital and labor, and for breaking the power of
monopoly ; and, hence, we shall urge the study and
practice ot co-operation in the Alliance as a mightylever
that would lift the burdens and weight from labodr and
the producuve industries of the country that are lying
with such crushing force upon them, and by which the




) THE NATIONAL ALLTANCE AT SHREVEPORT, 75
possibilities of the Alliance for carrying out its good
. work may be increased and strengthened.

POLITICAL MATTERS. /

Without disturbing political party lines or party
affiliations, or provoking partisan feelings or strife, we
ghall boldly enter into the discussion and investization
of ail laws, public measures, and governmental ]I‘-!“(.'it,':-l
that have a direct or remote bearing on the productive
industrmes of the country and its material weliare cen-
erally ; approving the good and condemning the bad,
offering through the ballot and other means in our reach
such remedies tfor existing evils snd threatening dungers
as we believe the public interest demands.

We shall teach unfaltering hostility to all class legis-
lation, the tyranny and oppression of mooopoly,
excessive taxation, the lavish expenditure of public
moneys, and to every species of wrong and abuses prac-
ticed in government affuirs, and shall denounce and
expose fruud and corruption in public official places,
- whenever discovered, no matter from what source they

muy come.

1 We shall encourage and strive to increase the facilities
> among ourselves for a closer study and better under-
o standing of the organisms, powers and purposes of
1 government; more attention to the laws of the country,
@ local and general, the better to understand their seope
0 and meaning, their influence on society and the public
n good, and thus educate ourselves in the science of
e economical government, elevate the standard of citizen-

W ship, and qualify ourselves, without bias, to judge cor-
rectly of the merits of candidates for oftice, their
efficiency after eledted, and then to co-operate with them
m the execution of the law, that it may be respected,
. order maintained and society improved.

IN GENERAL.

e

of We shall discourage law-suits and litigation between
of members of the Order, and shall teach and insist that
nd all differences and misunderstandings should be settled
rer and adjusted by arbitration in the Alliance; and in gen-
nd eral we shall strive to cement our brotherhood in the
g ¢losest bonds of a common interest, and perpetuate our
the Order by frequently meeting together on all matters
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that relate to our mental, moral, social and financial
interest, and to educate, train and discipline ourselves
to work together in carrying out the Jaudable objects of
our Order.

We shall teach and strive to induce our membership
to act upon the important truth that no gi under-
taking and reform like the Alliance movement can be
suceessful without a clear understandipg of its principles,
]JU]']I"H‘*-':: and ]‘!::'- 8, :ATI(} an carnest and iTI?"EI:;;.:t'r!i. de-

that harmony ol

L

votion to the cause;
coupled with a pe:
central thought or
essential tl
and brotherly
h” !.'I:;I-I-\ir ‘i. are nec ‘."1!'.\' 10 1t
and final trinmph to our ¢
we complain 1 the cont
the growth of many yeurs,
lation, aud that it will require |

kindness to one anothex

sure sireng

se; that the
we would improve ar

|

us stroggles to change and

affuirs, and that our patriotism and good will * one
another should not be measured by sections or geograph-

ical lines to suit the purposes of politicians.

By our frequent meetines we cornfidently believe we
shall be able to break up the isolated habits of farmers,
improve their social condition, inerease their social
pleasures, and strengthen their confidence in and friend-
ship for each other.

practical agriculture in all its branches a part of the
Alliance misgion, that its standard may be raised, its
profits increased and its followers made more prosper-
ous and contented.

We shall encourage more diversity of farming; the
production of less cotton, more grain and meat ; selling
less raw material and more in manufactured articles,

We propose to make the 5411“1_)' and lm}::'t'i‘-.'i-mt‘-.ni of
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In our meetings and through our press we shall dis-

cuss and examine into the best and most approved
methods of far ming; the preparation of the soil : plant-
ing, cultivation, harvesting, handling and mdri\(.nn'f of
crops and farm aod .I.l"l’liuiilil‘.li products ffr*m:mll\‘-
also the raising of live stock, dairying, frait growing,
gurdening, etc; and, in short, eve ry branch of agricul-
ture that gocs to make up l.ht, full line of farm life and
render it pleasant and profitable,

Through our organization we shall endeavor to fur-
nish facilities for and shall encour: age llu:‘-llltl) of th:‘ laws
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the end of Lis journev was not afar off.

have now C"M'H'] the organization an d traced
its history and growth hn'n its oricin in 18
present time. I's hi story has httn remarkable in the
past, and no one ecan ..Jj{[j’ predict the future. The
growth of the Order during the past year has been
almost unprecedented. All the organizers in themn
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respective fields report the people ready for the work,
and there is a demand for organizers in every Southern
and Western State. “But a mere handful in 1880, it 1s
now a vast army stretching over the entire South, with
a well arranged and satisfactory system of government,
with definite and honestly avowed claims, and ample
means of attaining its ends; and it is increasing by
thousands every week.” Itis certainly destined at no
distant day to embrace the entire agricultural community
of America. The farming classes have revived under
its operations, from the fact that it furnishes them ample
means of protection and encourages them to hope for a
greater degree of prosperity and happiness, making
them better and more prosperous farmers. Every farmer
in the land should work for its success, for if it
should accomplish its objects it will benefit all classes.
When it shall have broken the power of organized greed
and secured to the farmer the true reward of his labor,
its results will be the bettering of the financial condition
of the entire community. We do not expect to see this
done in a day or a year, but that this will be accomplished
we firmly believe. We must not expect to achieve too
much before we have time to educate, or to ;u-c-.-;-:r.;-ii.-'h
the objects ot our Order too soon.

The Alliance is confronted with many great problems
that will require wise leadership and individual intelli-
gence among the members. Ouar ;n-]m:i}alca are correct
and if we, as an order, accomplish what we give promise
of doing we will have great cause to rejoice, but shounld
we make mistakes and become in the end dismembered
it will be attributed to bad company and selfish, ambi-
tious leaders. So long as our actions as an organiz: ti
ave controlled by wisdom, combined with human j1
we will, as an order, have the approval of the
portion of the people mnot mewmbers of our association,
and lose nothing but fools and demagognes, We should
remember, as an institution, that we are quite young,
and as our Order is advancing we are opening new fields
for that thought and continnally presentiog ideas new to
the world : we must not go too fast for public opinion,
but found ourgelves in every case m our onward march
upon the common sense of the community. Astrue
Alliance advocates we should never so forget the noble
work of our Order, in our enthusiasm to advance the

L
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cause, a8 to appeal to the prejudices or passions of any
class ; but let us appeal to the judgment of men as to
the justice of our cause, and to them present the true
principles and virtues of our grand institution in the
gunlight of human intelligence. As we are asking for

justice we should always be ready to render justice to

society.

The farmers possess a power by which they can make
their wishes respected, and it 18 the duty of the Farmers’
Alliance to guide this power aright, in those channels
that will benefit the entire coantry. *That this work
can be accomplished without opposition we cannot hope.”
Flements of opposition have arrayed themselves against
it from its earliest organization. Corporate wealth, in
the shape of railroad monopoly, tarifl’ monopoly, land
monopoly and money monopoly, will nse their corrupt
influence, through their handmaids, the politicians, to
seek to check its growth and prosperity in the future as
they have in the past, whose vast gains are directly
endangered by the co-operative feature of the Allwunce.
“All these are itz natural and bitter enemies, and they
will seek by overy means which they can employ or
their ingenuity can devise to weaken and disorganize
and prevent the achievement of its great work.” “A
greater portion of the press of this countryis in sympa-
thy with :he opposition, will take up their cause and
endeavor to discredit the Alliance in the eyes of the
public.” ¢ The opposition which the Alliance must
encounter has as yet scarcely begun.” ¢“The rapid and
astonishing growth of the Order has taken its enemies
80 ur!:J‘-,.]_\' 1!}' hlil'}l!‘irﬂ'- that ii'u:_\_' have not yet re covered
iently to organize their opposition, but as assuredly
9s it came to the Grange.” So it will likewise come
against the Alhance with all the fury of its power; but
let the members be steadfast in their purposes and above
all let them patronize the official journals of the Alliance
in the different States, which will enlighten them in
their duties and relationship to each other, and keep
them informed in regarg to the lines of the enemy’s
attack. Appreciate, read and circulate among the mem-
bers Alliance literature—then shall she live in the zenith
of her glory with all the beauty and grandeur of an
organized society, giving light and intelligence to the
agricultural world. “The very life, the very existence

suin
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of the Order depends mpon the unity of action of its
officers and members. Such outside support aod in-
fluence as it needs it will quick be obtained when the
people see, as they soon will when the fight is fairly
opened, that the Farmers’ Alliance is truly battling for
the rights of the whole people as well as those of the
farmers.” “This movement has the good of the nation
at heart, and its aim is to be just and generous in the
exercise of its powers.”

The followine are the demands of the National
Farmers’ Alliance upon Congress:

Resolved, That we, the National Farmers’ Alliance
and Co-operative Union of America, in convention as-
sembled, advocate and indorse the following }:l'itl(‘.i]r‘--:»‘
as in accord with the sentimen:s and demands of the
tillers of the soil:

1. We demand, first, the recoguition, by inearpora-
tion, of trades unions, co-operative stores and such other

clas
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may be !..\' the -Illlillr\:'i:ll

Ianws forbidding the

Ince l“'!":l rs

and that the domain be held as

y of our own people®ind our children alter us.
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vmes, syndicates, or any other form or name of
oly.

Ve demand the extinguishment of the public debt
United States by operating the mints to their

i gapacity, in coining silver and gold, and the ten-
dering of the same without discrimination to the publie
creditors of the nation, according to contraet.

8. We demand the substitution of legal-tender
Treasury notes for the issues of National banks; that
the Congress of the United States shall regulate the
amount of such issue by per capita circulation, that
shall increase and keep pace with the growth of the
country’s population and the expansion of her business
interests, We farther demand the repeal of the present
National banking system,

9. We demand that the Department of Agriculture

ba made one of the Dapartments of State; that it shall
be increased in scope und efficiency, and in connection
therewith there shall be established a burean of labor
statistics.
. 10. We demand the enactment of laws to compel
corporations to pay their employes according to contract
in lawful money for their services, and the giving to
mechanics and laborera a first lien upon the products of
their labor to the extent of their full wages.

11. That the laws relating to the suppression of the
fransmission of immoral, profane or obscene literature
through the mails be made more stringent. and be ex-
tended so as to suppress the transmission of such liter-
ature by any public carrier.

12. We demand that the United States government
purchase, by right of eminent domain, the telephone
und telegraph lines, and operate them as adjuncts of the
United States postal service.

13. T'hat in view of the fuct that the delegates to this
body represent a majority of the cotton producers of
the cotton belt of America, which belt produces over
two-thirds of the cotton of the whole world, and in view of
the farther fact that two-thirds of the cotton in the
cotton belt is demanded and used for export to a foreign
power, which fixes the price on every pound of our
cotton; and in view of the fuct that the said power is
debarred from returning to this country a single yard of
manufactured cotton, thereby making said power

o
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intorested in erowding dawa to the lowest figure the
price of cotton. We hereby demand that the United
States government adopt a speedy system ot reduction
of the 1mport duty on mawatactured cottons, in such 8
way a8 to do justice to this, the greatest of all classes of
producers.

14. We demand such'a revision of the tariff as will
lay the heaviest burdens on the luxuries and the light-
et on ‘tho necessaries of life, and as will reduce the
incomes from imports to a strictly revenue basis.

15. That as & remedy againstthe unjust accumulation
and encroachmont of capital we demsod & graduated
income 1aX.

. 16. That as upon the intelligence of the people depend
the stability and purpetmty of ourown free government,
we demand for the masses 3 well-regulated system of
industrial and agriculiural education.

17. That we oppose the continned influx of pauper
labor from the monarchies of Hurope, whose anarchic
views and communistic doctrines are breeding discon-
tent and disloyalty to law, order, peace and good

ins of worthless labor, re-

gpvernment, and by an overp
ation, we there-
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“There are the railroad corporations,
Built up by Jay Gould, the millionairs,
And the national bank associations
That confront us everywhere,

“May the Alliance grow in number,
Until each farmer in the land
Shall with his name encamber
The. roster of this band,”

The following are the officers of ths National
Farmers’ Alliance and Co-operative Union :
President—C. W. Macune, Dallas, Texas,
First Vice Presidents—I.. I, Polk, North Carolina ;
R. T. Love, Mississippi; 8. B. Alexander, North Caro-
lina; H. P. Bane, Alabama ; Tiinn Tanner, Louisiana ;
W. H. Moore, Arkansas; S. B Erwin, J{tantucky; A. B.
Johnson, Missouri; J.' H.' M¢Dowell. Tennessee; M. D,
K. Taylor, Texas; Oswald Wilson, Florida
Secretary—E. B. Warren, Texas,
Treasurer—A. Gardner. Tennessea,
Chaplain—J. C. Jones, Louigiuna.
Lecturer—Ben Terreil, Texas,
Assistant Lecturer—J. A. Tetts, Louisiana,
Doorkeeper—I. N. Gresham, Alabama.
Assistant llom-kmzpm'- ~Mr. Brown, [iuntucky.
Sergeant-at-Arms—T. E. Groome, Mississippi.

.
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Tre success of the Farmers’ Alliance or any other
order, in promoting the happiness and prosperity of
mankind, depends in a great measure on the interest
mavnifested by its members. As a class, the furmers are
very credulous, and that trait of their character has
caused them to be imposed upon by listening to the
representations of men who have cared naught for their
interest, but were working to farther their own selfish
designs.

The Alliance is no experiment ; ‘ts success we believe
to be an assured fact. Its principles of co-operation are
not new; it is the application of these principles
to the every day life of the members and its hearings
upon society. This is the question that excites interest
in every heart and 18 being closely watched in its appli-
cation by both friends and enemies, each through d.ffer-
ent motives. By uniting they have proved a mutual
advantage to each other. Their association daily in
their organized capacity with men, who throngh obser-
vation and experience have gained knowledus, gives
them the benefit of their ideas, and the advantage of the
influence that thus surrounds them cannot b estimated.
In this way they can conirol trade to a cer:ain extent
in their purchases, and by selling in bulk their produce
through their Exchange they command better prices
than in the old way, which was every one for himself.
That this is the keynote of prosperity for the Order—
the National Excharge, the refuge and hope of the
agricultural classes—none can question. It has benefited
them ; hence, they have placed great confidenee in it
and are co-operating to carry out its principies. Farm-
ers work harder in their lines of production than any
other class of men. But there are other things they
have not worked for in the past which are «q niuiiy as
important as working for production, and us nfp.}- have
neglected that interest their good Providence has
neglected it too. They have neglected their duty in
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looking after the interests of their products after their
toil has brought them 'out ot the earth—mamely; the
values of them. In ages gone by it was said that *The
gods: belp those who help themselves,” and this but ex-
presses a great truth which will serve as well now as it
did three thousand years ago. The lesson w0 be learned
from this is that Providence will neglect the interests
of all men who neglect their own interests; so it has
been with the farmers of the South in valuing their
produots: :

It is & matter of indifference or little importance |
what the furmers may or may not produce; it is all the
same in resnlts unless the producers get the benefit or
{rue value of what they produce. Ourlands have yielded
abundant erops, so vast that they have astonished the
world 1n their magunitude. But here is theallimportant
question—who has been benefited by these bountiful |
crops? They benefit (the farmer who has produeced
them the least of any class in our country. Why 18
this? We let our produetions go upon the markets,
taking their chances in a blind, helter-skelter fashion,
setting them adrift upon the ocean of commerce, regard-
less of . the pirate fleets which swarm everyrea and prey
upon every honest trade. And here is where we have
so signally failed to help ourselves in the past and the
resson why we see the decline of the agricultural in-
terests.| For instance, farmers - should spend all
the time and means necessary to find out how it happens
that the market value of their products is ent down at
such a heavy per cent. when the season comes that they
are compelled to sell.’ We can have such information
and protection through our National and State Ex-
changes. , ]

This Exchangeiis one of the greatest efforts ever put
forth by any furmers’ organization. Farming never can
be as profitable as it ought to be until: farmers begin to
realize their importance as citizens and begin to use the
power theyreally possess. This ¢ trust to lnck ” policy
has kept them down for these ages, and will continue to
do so without organized effort on their part. Before
the late civil war the mortgage anderedit system were
almost unknown in the South; but sinee that period this
#ection -has been graduvally but surely drifting into a
most. dangerous experiment,. all. the. more dangerous
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beeause of its alluring promises and seductive methods
of marketing their eotton in advance of its production,
Hence, an Exchange of their own hasbecome an absolute
necesgity. 'To resist those pernicious influences and to
serve as a protection sgainst them and their exorbitant
demands, the Exchange, national in character, with a
eentral head, extending its branches and striking its
roots into every nook and corver of the land, and em-
bracing as i's members all who are interested in the
success of agriculture, became an absoluto necessity.
And by co-operation we can overthrow the power and
counteract the evil influences of the past. For with
such an arbiter as the Farmers’ Alliance Cotton Ex-
e¢hange and Commission Business Agency, * the hawks
will make their trades with the doves” no more.

A country is truly rich when its producers are pros-
pering, and any scheme or schemes to keep them in
yoverty is like sapping the foundations of a building—
1he superstructure may be grand and imposing, but the
rotten svpport will assert itself sooner or later and lay
the house in ruins. We are drifting rapidly toward the
breakers that destroyed Venice, overtbrew Rome, and
has more than once torn up the government of France.
The Southern furmers—by which term we mean the
active tillers of the soil—are & hardworking class of
men and women, who create the wealth of this section
of our country; yet, since competition has been de-
stroyed in the markets by combinations of speculators,
the farmers of the South, afier all their years of hard
toil in creating wealth, often find it difficult to make
‘““buckle and tongue meet.” It has become a maxim
ihat it takes thirteen months of eanch year to prepare
the soil, raise and gather & eotton crop and dispose of 1t.
Now, such labor should bave its proper reward. But we
find this is not the case. That the most rigid economy
tails to leave a surplus to carry the cotton raiser through
another season, and he is compelled to purchase on
eredit at credit prices, with crops under mortgage to
give them enough “hog and hominy” to live on. 'I'his
constitutes the general rule to-day in the South. Tow
prices for their crops, caused to 8 great extent from the
fact that they bonded to some ome else for supplies,
which so frequently leaves the farmers in debt for these
necessaries that their noses are eternally fast to the
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grindstone. The result of this system is that some of
them who once owned farms of their own are now too:
poor to own land, too poorto live in eomfortable homes,
too poor toproperly educate their children, and yet they
“own anunused power that conld take the giant world by
the throat and force an intelligent reeognition of their
noeds.”

To seek out the cause of these evils, and to suggest
plans, co-operate and carry into effect such principles
a8 will not injure other honest industries, but secure o
the farmer the proper share of the wealth he creates, is
the mission of the Alliance Exchange.

The Southern planter clothes the world, and the
cotton farmers have a practical monopoly in the raw
material, for the combined product of india, Egypt,
and South America, their only competitors, only amounts
to about one-fourth of the world’s supply, so that prac-
tically the cotton toilers of the South farnish the world
and are entitled to fair pay for their service, and can get
it in and through co-operation and the support of their
own Cotton Exchanges.

Cotton fabrics are almost necessities, and it would bho
hard to name figures that the world would not pay for
them if reduced to extremities. But the Alliance is not
banded together as an organization of forestullers, yet
the Alliance Exchange should have every encourage-
ment possible from the producers of the South. It will
stand between the needy toiler and the speculative
world, and their cotton should be so eoncentrated in
and through the Exchange that the buying world would
know that they must pay reasonable prices for thewr
supplies. But are the farmers not receiving a fair price
now? No. Twoor three yearsago, when printed cloth
was selling for less than three cents per yard, spinners
were paying eleven cents for eotton, and daring the past
year, with the same class of goods fifteen to twenty per
cent. higher, the spinners grumbled at having 1o pay
nine cents for cotton. These figures give some idea of
the price at whirh cotton shounld be sold, giving to the
spioner and the farmer a fuir price for their respective
products. “As the world goes, self-intercst pushed to
the extreme of over-reaching selfishness is continually in-
terfering with competition, to make it neither free nor
fair. Thus, in the actual working of competition,
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fslachood trlekcry and frnud are mtroducod in mami‘oid
and subtle forms. In the intense struggle of conflicting
interests, also, high handed measures are adopted torule
out competition, because in its normal working it hin-
ders selfish greed from attaining its ends.” “The true
function of such assneiations is to secure & better under-
standing of the laws of production and of the actual
condition of particular branches of trade and of! the
causes, manifest and hidden, which vary the products of
industry.”

The farmers say it is time to call a halt of the forces
that are tending to ipjure them, and are marshaling
themselves under the banner which they believe will
lead them to prosperity. If the farmers will but sustain
this imstitution and use it with prudence and judgment
they will at once begin to reap the benefits of better
markets, and the South will be as in.the days of old,
when cotton was king.

‘Lhirty years ago mortgages upon realty were almost
unknown in the South. Millions of dollars now rest in
mortgages upon the homes where your children have
heen born and are increasing every year, and through
this system, with the means employed to control the
markets, depressing and’ destroying the value of crops,
morigages bhave been forgclosed and homes forfeited,
rapidly increasing the number of white tenant farmers ;
and should the present system. continue nothing but sert-
dom awaits the small farmers,

‘ For ten years past the margin between the market
valne of most kinds of tarm produce and its cost of
prcdnction bas been steadily narrowing.”

** That legislation is Jargely manipulated in the in-
terests of other classes and against the interests of
farmers is, a fact too patent for denial; but there is no
nne to: blame so much for this as the farmer himself.
Tiet farmers obtain that broad knowledge of bhuman
affairs which shall enable them to understand and ap-
vreciate the relative importance of their calling among
otber human industries and i{s just and equitable rights ;
let them unitedly assert and maintain these nghm and
agriculture will have taken the grandest upward step its
history has ever known,” .

Following our primary ohjects, ag heretofore shown,
of upholding our cfficials and presenting the thoughtsof
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others when better than our own, we have seleated the
following avticles from the Southern Mercury, the official
journal of the National Alliance, which we believe
directly applicable to the subject under discussion :

FACTS AND FIGURES FOR THE ALLIANCE BROTHERHOQOD.

Ouwe of the greatest mistakes made by Southern
farmers is their strained efforts put forth in enlarg-
ing their farms and planting larger crops year after
year, in the hope of making maney, and stiil the fact
stares them in the face that with repnewed efforts, en-
larged farms and enlarged crops they are barely able to
make ‘ buckle and tongue meet,” and sometimes the
tongue does not reach the bugkle.

Farmers are astonished and cannot understand why
it is. that, they ave forced to work harder, use more
economy, aud yet have nothing left when they pay up at
the end of the year. There are many reasons, plain to
us, why these things are so,but we cannet speak of them
all in one editorial, but will speak of one or two.

It is a fact that we have not figured oun, as we should,
that the.price ot furm products are nearly all below the
actual cost of production, and of course there is no money
10 be made in, raising produce when tbe cost of produc-
tion is greater than the price received for the produce.
The present. staius of things are such that there is no
money in cotton at eight cents and wheat at from fifty to
seventy-five cents, and corn at twenty-five cents and oats
twenty-five cents, etc. 3

Just so long ss the present price of farm products
and manufactured commodities remain at present figures
Just so long will the large majority of farmers remain
poor.

We are now, going to give sorme facts and figures
which we would like every farmer in the South to eon-
sider. We want to call their attengion to the wvast
millions of dollars that are being paid annually by
Southern faimers to feed, clothe and keep up in good
style an army of men that farmers could do very well
without ; but if we are compelled to feed, clothe and
keep them up in good style we would better let them
Impose a direct tax upon us for that purpose.

We haye gathered up.the following facts which we
stand prepared to prove. . There are twenty-five leading
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popular wagon factories that rell annually 40,000 wagons
in Texas atan average cost to farmers of $80. These
wagons bought direct from' the fuctories will only cost
about 860 per wagon. Then we are paying an army of
men right here in Texas §800,000 profit on wagons.

There are about 3000 self-binding reapers sold au-
nually at a cost of §175 each, which do not cost at the
outside figure over $125, delivered here. Then we are
paying to this army $150.000 on reapers.

There are about 3000v buggies sold annnally in
Texas at an average profit of 835 per buggy, which gives
to this army 81,050,000,

Now, on these three items alone we are paying to
this little Texas army $2,000,000, which could with
proper organization be kept in our own pockets.

Now, consider the immense numbers used of mowers,
rakes, cane mills, pumps, wind mills, plows of tho vari-
ous kinds, besides the heavier and more costly ma-
chinery, such as engines, gins, mills, ete. On all these
things immense profits go into the pockets of men of
Texas who sell them to farmers mainly.

The amount of wachinery, farm implements, etc.,
fnold annually in Texas will, in the aggregate reach over
$25,000.000, one-fourth of which might be saved to the
consumer by a judicious system of eo operation, which
would be the immense sum of §6,250,000 annually saved.

Now, note the fact that this vast sam is being paid
annually by the Jaboring people of Texus to support in
affluence an army of men us useless as the curl in the end
of a pig’s tail. This vast sum of money can be saved to
the furmers and laborers of Texas without the expend-
iture of one single dollar on their part. All thatis
needed or reqnired is a well-nxanaged system of co-oper-
ation; is to stick to the prosent aystem inaugurated by
our Business Agent, Brother C. W, Mucune,

MORE LIGHT,

Farmers have often remarked in our hearing, “1 am
not so much concerned about what I have to buy as
what 1 have to sell. If T can geta gond living price for
what I have to sell I can manage the buying.” The fact
bas opened upon the minds of thounsauds of farmers that
Just the reverse is true; that is, that we can get better
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stand the prices which we get for the products of the
farm than the enormous and rainous prices we have to
pay for the implements and machinery which we use in
making these products; and not implements and ma-
chinery alone, but everything else which we, the pro-
ducers, cousume,

|And to-day, when we look the facts squarely in the
face, and learn that we have been paying from 100 to
500 per cent. above the eost ~f manufacturing, for nearly
everything we buy, from a wool hat to a pair of brogan
shoes to the finest snit that a poorfarmer is able to wear,
and from 100 to 500 per cent. for every implement or
piece of machinery on our farms, we are amazed that
every farmer in this governmentis not bankrupted.

We cannot see how 1t is that farmers have endured
this tremendous strain upon their rescurees. We only
wonder that every farmer who has had to depend upon
the products of his own farm or upon his own labor is
not to-day a pauper or sluve.

We do not wonder that millions of acres of the furms
in our country have been swept from their owners and
millions more are now under ironclad mortgages.

We have before stated that a few years ago we paid
here in the city of Dallas $335 for a gelf-binder to reap
our wheat, which only cost,according to the sworn state-
ment of one of the great manufucturers, $57 to manufac-
ture it, and that we paid from $75 to 895 for a farm
wagon which only cost the manufacturer about $30 or
$356; from $46 to 865 for a sewing machine which only
costs from $7.50 to $10 to manufacture; and now have
gathered up the fact that sulky plows, for which we
have paid §65, only cost at the factory about $20, and it
only ensts about 85 to ship them down here. Then itis
very plain to the average mind that somebody bas made
above first cost and carriage $40 on an implement which
it only cost $20 to manufucture.

The editor of the Mercury has worn ont four of
these sulky plows on his farm, and now testifiea that he
paid $260 for the four plows which only cost 880 at the
factory. That is a fraction over 300 per cent. above

cost,

Our readers, may ask, % Then, why did you not buy
direct from the factory?” We answer, simply because
the manufacturer, with an air of great indifference,
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«wontemptuously refused to sell to private individuals,
and coolly; if he condescended to notice them at all, re-
forred them to his State agents. Hence, it is plain that
there is no alternative left the poor farmer but to ‘ hold
up his hands” and  be-squeezed (is tbat the right
word ! ). '

Now, the quastion arises; is there any relief? Shall
the great army of Southera farmers, wha produce an-
nually hundreds of millions of dollars of wealth, take
no step -or make no-effort to shake off this army of
squeezers' who are squeezing unjustly, unmercifully and
unnecessarily these tnousands upon thousands of dollars
annually- out of the pockets of the tariff-ridden, strug-
gling and oppressed people?

+ Again we ask, is it wise to stand and make two-bit
caloulations and kick-at a $2 assessment, when the fact
staves us in the faee that by gathering around our
central Exchange and giving it our hearty support we
can stop the leax on one side, and by going down in our
pockets and establishing & few grand co-operative man-
ufacturing enterprises we-can stop it on the other side.
We are apxions to see every State establish 1ts central
Fixchange and rally to its support.

The financial benefits that will accrue to the members
through the workings of the State Implement Agency,
as well as through the Produee Exchange, will be of im-
mense proportions, and will . do more to relieve the
farmers of the unbearable burdens, that they are now
and have been weighed down with, than anything else
which, under all the circumstances, could have been done ;
besides, it will be of incalculable benefit to the members
in giviog them a business education, which every one
knows is indispensable to the success '0f*the Order.

Heretofore, while the Alliance has“been strong in
members, it, a8 an organization, has beetl'weak in meth-
ods, hence has not been able to achieve that success in
its undertakings that was legitimately expected by its
members. o (F

The e¢ducation and rapid advancément of the brother-
hood in-understauding and putting .into practice the
great principles of the Order- 18 fast' eliminating.all
schisms and dissensions, and rapidly unifying them into
one solid compact body, and perfect voncert of action
will be the outcome in the nearfityre.
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CO-OPERATION AND EXCHANGE.
*“We stand in the light of a dawning day.
With its ¢lory Creation flushing; =
And the life-eurrents np from the prisoning clay
Through the world’s great heart are rashing.
Whilefrom peak to pe ik of the spirit land
A voice unto voice is calling :
*The Night iz over. the Day is at hand,
And the fetters of earth are talling !’

“But the world goes thundering on to the light,

Unheeding our vain presges,

And nations are clearing a path to the Right,
Through the mouldering dust of ages,

Are we, tuen. to rest in a chill despair,
Unmoved by these new elations,

Norearry the flag of our besutiful land
In the onward march of nations ?

*Shall our hands be folded in slumber, when

‘T'he bonds and the chuins are shattered.

As stony and st'll as e nchanted men,
In& cave of darkness fettared ?

The ¢ive may be dark. but we'll flash bright uleams
Of the morning’s radiavce on it,

Anil tread the New Path, thoueh the noontids besine,
As yer, tall faintly upon it.

“For sonls are around ns, with gifts divine.
Uuknown and neglected drying;
Like the precious ore in a hidden mine,
Unworsed and as useless lying.
We summon them forth to the mortal waur,
The sword of the spirit nsi
To come with their forces from vear and far,
New strength with our strecngtis infusing.

“Let ench bear a torch w th the foremost bands.
Throngh the tuture = dark onieoine:
Or stand by the helm, mid the shoals und <q 1l
Of the river of lifs fast flowing
Oh, Br th-rs! be with us, our gim is ]{i‘uh.
1 righest of Man’s vocation:
With these price ess jewels tunt round us I'e,

To build up a nob ¢ Nt tion !
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Amona the aborigines of this couniry women were
compelled to do all the labor, all the drudgery of their
gavage mode of life. < But a few hundred years ago,
and listening to the Gospel of Christ, they must occupy
separate galleries in the churches. Waith the advance of
civilization has come that deeper respects, love and
veneration for woman. Woman was created for man’s
companion. There is nothing with which she comes in
contact that is not purified, refined, ennobled. * Man
was made to protect, ‘ove, and cherish, not to under-
value, neglect or abuse woman, Treated, educated and
estcemed as sho merits, she rises in digmty, becomes
the refiner, and imparis a milder, softer tone to man.
No community bas ever exhibited the refinements of
civilizatioa and social order where women were held in
conterapt and their rights not properly respected and
preserved. Degrade woman and you degrade man
more.’ “ Women bave exercised a most remarkable
judgment in regard 10 great issues. They bhave pre-
vented the casting aside of plans that led to very
remarkable discoveries and inventions. when Columbus
had laid a plan to discover the new world he could not
get @ hearing till he applied to ! for help.”
« When God iutends to make a ' makes
a great woman.”

The Alliance is the best means tl
by the farmers of America tor
relationship which should exist
and this feature alone is invalu
ought to make the Order indisps
great Creator has given to eve

spirit which must be cultivated by mer

as been devised
that social

a8 a cls

every class, {o insure them enjoyment
this life, und to make them what e «
be—useful and intelligent, mutually
b]l':v:-ill;: 1o .‘N'l‘"{_“l:--. It is '.!I',]_\' the
the agricultural distriet

£t n

monotony o©f iae€
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crowded cities: have one source of recreation after an-
other—-balls, parties, 'lectures, operas, and religious
entertainments. 'The farmer and his family, day after
day, month after month, and year after year, pursue the
game round: of labor.. There cannot be any cessation
from, or change of toil. From sced-time till harvest,
and from harvest till seed-time, there is the same con-
tinnous routine of daily: toil, broken, 1t is true, by the
weekly recurrence of the' Sabbath. But from the
isolation: of their condition: attendance upon religious
worship is then not always accessible to/them ; and even
where they do attend they do not go as a neighborhood
or community, but are divided by parties and creeds,
each attending his special church forthe purpose of hear-
ing his- own peculiar 'doctrines, and not to cultivate
social privileges or for social enjoyment.

It 1he condition of the farmer is thus weary and
monotonous what must be the condition of their wives
and daughters. Wives, mothers and daughters are
more deperdent upon society than husbands, sons and
brothers. The monotony of their lives affect them
qnicker and more powerfully. They need rest and
enjoyment to & greater extent than men. They should
huve recreation from toil and be furnished with some
form of anmusement in orderi'to insure their happiness
and make them, as God intended, a ‘* help-mate.”

It bas been said that * a farmer’s work is from sun to
sun, but his wife’s work is never dome.” Then how
weary miust be her lot if her husband shonld not break
the monotony of her life by occasional social recreations.
These erjovments form a part of her very existence.
She has sacrificed the pleasures of her young woman-
hond fir the greater respousibilities of wifehood. In

additi 10 her never ending household duties she must
train her ehildren. These social meetings
ire 1 gis in the desert is to the weary

traveler. The farmer’s constant toil leave but little or
eisure time for even the enjoyment of the I':mi'll_\'
Farmers do not prize social intercourse us they
shonld—uone need it more than they. Visiting is not
as common with them as with other classes, for want of
time and opportunity. This eausesthem, by the force
of circumstances surrounding them, to lead lonely and
secluded lives. They rarely go beyond the limits of

no

ciret
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their own farm, except to attend the election, go
marketl or the country store. And even most of the
minor matters are left to John or Mary. A visit
relatives in a distant part of the country is planned {
years and looked forward to as an epoch in their liv.
Shall this monotony continue? No. The Alliance h
been formed and designed especially'for the farme
their wives, sons and daughters. Its social features a
not only pleasing, but are particularly adapted to meet
the wants that existed among the agricultural classes—
some method by which they could bring their families
together into a closer connection and sympathy than
has heretofore existed.

It has a tendency to break up the humdrum life that
80 many farmers’ wives have been leading, and this
feature of the Order should have the encouragement of
every member and be fostered and developed by every
means possible. Here at least once a month can the
farmers, accompanied by their wives, sons and danghters,
meet, not with any feelings of sectariamsm or party
prejudices, but as members of one community, having
a unity of interests and working for one common cause—
the improvement of their members, “socially, mentully,
morally and finaneially.”

Wherever woman is found there is found also refine-
ment, integrity, gentleness and Jove. Her presence
hushes the tongue of slander, smonths the acrimony of
debate, causes the impure word to die npon the lips, and
by intuition, as it were, suggests the right thing at the
right time and in the right place. In these meetings
she forms new acquaintances and new friendships. Her
burdens of life are lichiened and the buoyancy of her
spirits pervades every ome with whom she comes in
contact. She realizes that her life is not a life of toil,
but that she has her place in the economy of nature,
with aspecific mission to perform. No great movement
ever yet failed because woman was permitted to make
suggzestions as to its mavagement. Nupoleon Bonaparte
invaded Russia in mid-winter with half a million of men,
against the advice of his divorced wife, Josephine, and
a8 a result the bones of his soldiers lay bleaching upon
every plain of Europe from Moscow to the Rhine. The
Farmers’ Alliance values the influence of the good
women of this country more than any other organization
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in the land. In Masonry they have estsblished the
degree ot the * Eastern Star” for woman. In Odd

" IFellowship the degree of * Daughters of Rabecca.”

The Grange went farther, and conterred all four of its
degrees unon her, and evon created three minor offices
for her to fill. In the Allisnce they have gone farther.
They admit women into full membership and do not
charge them any initiation fae. Neither will it
them to pay dues or ask them for assessments. They are
in the Alliance as in tho home errcloe—considered as com-
panions, Every offies, from the highest to the lowest, is
open to them. We admire the ludies because of their
beauty, respect them buciuse of their virtnes, adore them
because of their intelligence, and love them beécause of
their influence and power for good in socioty, “The
hand thas rocks the eradle swuys the worid.” And ag
to her work and value in the Alliance we now present
to you an essay read before the Morris County Alliance
by the lady Assistant Liecturoer:

permit

My Pres thren and Sigters ' Morris C ""-""_";"
N o] osition of Assist-
I | | (] 1
D1 r OuUr 1 {
0
11 i le 8 01 h's
0 [ 1 =n i 1 -
that my mind is de ‘at 1
. =
kk W
ld ried w it
ol b 11 { 1 of
10 a N gl nd mizatiop,
First. we s our Order; thisis
Platnly and for ur Decluration of
) To better the condi f the toiling
uman family mental Y, wraily, sne nlly

va grund objoct! Whata glorions
:l[l”ll‘ Spreads out before our
yndering mind a field of sufficicut

1t wa wiil |

leave it to abler puns
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than ours, and will only take & superficial glance at its
beauty and loveliness in this ghort essay. The cultiva-
tion und improvement of our minds and our moral
natures arc important as a prerequisite to fit and qualify
us for the full and proper enjoy ment of our sociul rela-
tions and all other blessings that come 10 us through
the channel of a sound financial condition. On the other
hand, & solid financial condition is absolutely necessary
1o secure the proper cultivation of our minds, through
which medium the other blessings and pleasures will
naturally flow; hence, you see the importance and
necessity of embracing all those talismanic words,
mental, moral, social and finaneial improvements in our
Declaration of Parposes. The condition of a large
majority of the agricultural class, each one acting in-
dividually and alone, bad become such as to place those
blessiugs and pleasures far beyond their reach, owing
soiely to financial depression brought about by organized
monopolies to wring from the toiling masses their hard
earnitgs.

In order that the wheels of the Juggernaut car of
monopoly that is crushing ont our life blood may he
clogszed 3 in order that the iron bandsand galling chains
+hat bave been forged upon our hands by the dreadful
nonster may be broken; in order that we may onca
more become a iree. happy and prosperous }w'ﬁ]l“‘? wor-
ghipping God ander our own vine and fig tree, where
none darve molest us nor make us afraid, we must
have thorough orgzanization, co-operation and united
offort,

Now. my sisters of the Alliance, we Boo the fear ful
baitle 1n which our noble husbands, fathers, brothera
and sons are engnged for our freedom from wrong and
oppression. Is there mothirg for vs to do? Shall we
sit idly by with folded }

hands and take no part in the
-"L]‘l]:_f.'_':ll‘ and have no share in the pre cious k""'l]'Hht?
[ say to you, my sisters. no, a thousand times no! There
is something for us, too, 10 do; there is work for all to
do. While we may not enter the arena of politics, or
mingle in the busy commercial mart with the sterner
sex, in our sphere at home, by the fireside, and in the
social circle, we can make ourinfluence felt for the good
of our noble Order. In many ways we can hold up the
hands of our protectors and defenders. When they are
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worp, weary and faint from the toil of battle, when
trials and troubles sseail them, and discouragements
meet them on every hand, we can whisper sweet words
of encouragement in their ears, make oar homes pleas-
ant and happy, and thus inspire them with renewed
energy to fight on till the victor’s wreath shall erown
their noble efforts.

Again, if their Jabors sre rewarded with complete
success something else will be required of us besides onr
moral support. Such grand aund gigantic enterprises as
have been inangurated by our State Alliance and our
own noble Macune can never be carried to successful
accomplishment unless they aresupplied with the sinews
of war. IHere 18 a field that we can oceupy, here is a
place in the ranks where we can work, hera is whers we
can make our influence and labor felt for good to the
glorious cause weo have espoused. By curtailing our
household expenses 1o the lust possible extent, by prac-
ticing the most rigid economy, by denying ourselves,
fora time, the few luxuries we enjoy, by foregoing the
very great plessure of every womun, a now bonnet, by

1iemsny little leaks through which the nickels

iperceptibly ,-.!:|- from our purses, we can
amount to place i1n the hands of

SAVe litt'es a

ers and greatly a
.

our noble lea

putting our busi-

: on a sure and solid foundation.
1 hrat - Y g | N & w
] : and brethren, 1o you I would say, go
on with the good work so nobly be; Cease not from
your labors until you wear the victor's ecrown, and rest

your noble efforts you have the
-agement of the wives, mothers,

s of the farmers of Tex

prayers and

sisters and da

I cannot close this lecture without exhorting cvery
member of the Alliance to take the Sonthern L\Ieri-m‘_{'.
It is our paper, * Uncle Snort” says, editor and all. If

as.

that is s, we own some very valuable property and
ought to nseit. I maintain that a man eannot be a full-
grown member of the Alliance without taking and read-
ing the Mercary.

With our paper in every Albance family; with our
publishing house cstablished; with our Produce Ex-
change on a solid basis; with onr Business Agency in
complete running order, and our manufacturing enter-
prises booming above the horizon, it certainly will make
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our institution, in its success and 1:03111_) “ br urht a8 tht,
gun, clear as the moon, and terrible -as an army with
banners.”

0 woman ! 1 vely womnn! ng made thee
pmper wan & [ es without youL.

alve p

eyol
e of heaven s




“ Ratnroans,” says Judge Paine, “are the great
public highways of Lhu world, along '.\}ur-ll its gigantic
currents of trade and travel continu: 2l pour—highways
compar ed with which the most magnificent hichwa :
.nmqlnl\ dwindle into ingignificance. 'J'i\i-"w.‘ are the
most marvelous inventions of modern times. ’Lnu-.\_'
huve done more to develop the wealth and resources, to
stimulate the Jrn_lllﬂ.l), reward the labor and promnte
the general comfort and prosperity of the country than
any other or perhaps all other physical canses comhined,
Thero is probably not a man, woman or child whe
interest and comfort has not in some degrea been snub-
served by them. They brivg to our doors the produc-
tions of the carth. They enable us to anticipate and
protract the season. They enable the inhabitavts of
each clime to enjoy the pleasures and luxuries of all,
Thero is scarcely a want, wish or aspiration of the human
heart \' im 1 they do mot in some meuasure help to
grat
liu\ are a necessary factor to our asdvanced civilizy-
tion. * But every power for good may be abused and
perverted into a power for evil. Ixperience reveals a
tendency in great railway corporations to acqnire ard
to exercise despotic power, in a way to obstruet trade
and 1o bring a blight Ll}mn ]-l- ductive —1 POWeT
Which sometimes mums by base means to control legisla-
tion and sometimes .nlt‘lnpw to defy the law. Grave
and complicated problems sre thus presented, which
need to be studied in the l;-_':E:l of cconomic II"IiI('il!'l'h.”
“By sbuse of their power as monopolies 1he railway
corporations may diminish the returns of all indus “?,f.
TE'L\ may set their rates 8o high as virtnally to deprive
| producers of tho adv: antage of an enlar ged market.

Thus the railway charges for transporting the agricul-
tural products of the West to the seaboard sometnmes
absorb ull the difference in ]rr:t e¢s. When increased de-
mand abroad has raised the price ui wheat 1n the foreign

indust
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market the railways have been kaoown to increase themr
charges, ro as to cover all the advance, and rob the
Western farmer of his share in the advantage. Such a
course must be depressing to industry. 1t 18 possible
in the relations of the parties, but it is a violation of
mutnal rights in these relutions. Harmony and co-0pe rati
characterize the true relation of railways to all other
departments of productive industry. 1t is a foolish,
ghort-sighted policy which for a temporary advantage
disregrards this fandamental truth.”

The farmers are not opposed to internal improve-
ments, such as railroads, telegraph and express compa-
nies, but to the use and abuse of their power, which
they wield in absorbing the weaith of the producers.
2ailroad management in the United States for the last
twenty years has been entirely in the interest of u few
individunals, who have had the shrewdness and dis-

on

honesty to manipulate rings and combinations for their
own benefit, utterly disregarding the interests of the
farmers of this Gl l‘ll'lH"\_' at ]:l]'-_ft’_ :HI-'I have l'Tll}' l?L‘(’]'i
carcful 10 shield themselves by the bought friendship
of levislators and so-called terminal points.

Cheating does not thrive sometimes long enoungh 1o
gap the foundations of honesty and virtue in a govern-
meut, but corporate wealth is sc metimes more danger-
ous to a people than armies or navies of a foreign
enemy. One railroad is thonght to be good, then
another i3 needed in order to get o n']'--:ii G 3
and the ome propeosing to compele is swilt W
good promises ; a third and a fourth and yet ¢ thers will
come vpon the scenc of action. Ji ' 1

st then, when 1t
seems that the }('-r'-].!u arc beginning to think they are
going to realize their hope of benefits from this iy ely
competition ot dif

an agreementis made and
a “pool” is formed by these roads sgainst the pe ple
that have helped to build them; by this act entting off §
tho last hope of those who had done so much to help
establish these competing lines, putting the earrying
trade of these communities into the bauds of a grest
monopoly ; all the more powerful to do thepeople an i
jury, because of the assirtance that these roads from theif
combination have received from each other. This but
serves toillusirate the tendeney of corporate combination §
which exists throvghout the whele realms of trade. More

erent roads
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and more is the carrying trade of this country passing in-
to the hands of soulless syndicates and corporations; more
and more by “pools” and combinations ure the farmers
shorn of the benefits of legitimate and honest competi-
tion. The money power controlling these corporations
is zealougly and sleeplessly at work devising means
with which to erush out competition, and are and have
been compelling the great body of producers in this
country to pour tribute into their coffers. Well may it
be said, ¢ they may abuse their powers.”

According to Poor’s ¢ Railvoad Manual” for 1883
there was $7.495471,311 of capital stock, bonds and
other evidences of indebtedness issued by the railroads
of the United States at the close of 1883 ; at leust two
billions was represented by ‘‘watered stock” What
does this mean, and what does it accomplish 7 * Watered
stock,” says Senator Coke, ““ means stock created by the
stroke of the pen, costing nothing except the psper and
ink msed in makine it, representing not a penny of
actual capital or value, but which is added to the actusl
bona fide stock which represents capital and is enunted
as a part of the cost of the roads.” Freight and pas-
sunger rates are fixed high enouch to pay dividends
upon the whole of this §2,000,000,000 fictitious value, as
well as upon the real valne

Through this shameful piece of robbery by these
corporations the carrying trade of the country is made
to bear double burdens. By this kind of highway rob-
bery farmers are compelled tn pay nearly dounble rates
for transportation, because these ('.:'n]‘pr“.-]';ltinns ¢ aim the
right to fuir profita or dividends upon the entire stock,
‘‘watered’ as well as real. ¢ Watered stock’” represents
nothing but the intent to cheat and wrong the pablic and
the ciyme that created it. Yet itstands on the boossofthe
railroad eorporations, in the stock markets, everywhere,
on the same footing with stock Lonestly representing
cash value; draws the same pr‘ir:._‘, and the people are
taxed in TT'.‘L!\“i'II"H‘I.’kT‘:HI‘I i-h:trg».*r-‘. Lo pay interest upon it,
a8 if it representoed full and honest face value. This is
a plain view of the subjact, showing the wrong which
dofrands tho farmers of this country of a portion of
their just compensation for their own honest labor.
These roads, in their construction, have been aided
urgely by the general government, by the governments
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of the different States through which they pass, by
voluntary taxation, by donations of labor, money and
right-of-way.

Hear Senator Terrell, of Texas, upon this subject:
€ QCapital bas combined everywhere in corporations, and
as surplus eapital increased, new fields of enterprise
were songht in the South and West, and new pretenses
were invented 1o induce government, both National
and State, to sustain the few in grand enterprises at the
experse of the common property and general treasure.
Men seemed almost, without regard 1o party, to forget
that this was a government of the people, made by them,
and for 1their benefit. Thus it bappened that during the
Iate war, when all things were demoralized, over two
hundred million of acres of public lands, obtained by
war and tresty, by and for the whale people, was granted
10 incorporated capitalists to bnild railroads. Texas
als¢o joined in this erusade 1o buila steam roads into the
wilderness, and gave away 46,000,000 of acres. Enough
Jand was given away by National and State govern-
ments to furnish five acres 10 every man, woman and
child in America—more land than there 'is in Great
ritain, Ireland and France combined, and nearly iwice
much as in New York and all New England com-
hined. Only three years ugo Secretary Teller reported
ithat 215,000,000 acres of land had been given to railway
owrners, 4 vast portion of which was tied up in unearned
granis 1o roads chartered twenty years ago, on which
not a .\'pikl_‘ had been (jl'i\‘vll. and that the pL‘OlJ]c were
prohibited from pre-empting on these lands.

“When you remember that this profligate wasie of
choice lands, {rom the foot of the Rocky Mountawns to
ithe Missouri river and trom the Gulf of Mexico north,
was done under the pretense that government aid was
a necessity, the rank hypoerisy will stand revealed
when I tell youthat more miles of railrnad were builtin
1882 thun ever before in one year, and that, too, without
land grant or subsidy. This Congressional lareeny of
the people’s heritage, thix rape on the rights of landless
millions, was not born of the gonius of uue democraey,
whose principles are eternal, and which never enriches
the few by bestowing on them from the publie treasure,
under any pretense. No matter who were parties to the
robbery, the spirit of democracy, which means the
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u]c-nc-d. Lrn(}d to the greatest numhwr was disregarded
or forgotten. But corporate greed did not stop there.
It asked for and obtained the a1d of the government to
the extent of $123,000,000 in bonds 1o build their roads
to the Pacific Ocean. On these roads, as shown by Mr.
Bayard in the American Senate in 1878, was petted in
clear stealage of government bonds to their incor porat-
ors $43,960,(00, under the Credit Mobilier villainy.
Puuse here a moment and answer me: Whose money
was that? The government has no money except that
received from the people in taxes, direct or indirect, and
so that money, which represented the labor of miilions
of American citizens, wus loaned 1o eapitalists, who
were already enriched by protected enterprises, to build
railroads, 1o be owned and :a;n rated by 15|m:an_-'.\'{_-.~=.

“ Thus has a race ot manutacturing princes, pampered
by partial laws, developed i .tu a new broed of men 1n
Amerien called ‘railread kings,” who dominate the great
thoroughfares of the people, and who transmit their
arders from New York over telegraph wires, also owned
by them, to their emissaries at National and State
cupitals, and have thos far defied control. Does any
man doabt this? Then listen to the words of Allen G.
Thurman, that grand old tribune of the people. On
April 2, 1878, he said : ¢ I have azen this Senate chamber
filled with the railvosd lobby; I have seen the galleries
filled; I have seen the corridors filled; I have seen the
committee room besieged ; I have seen the Senators be-
sieged at their houses by u railroad lobby, but neverdid
[ sece one man, or hear of one man, here llT'ging legisla-
tion hostile m these companies.” And, for raying that,
a railroad lcbby of Ohio defeated his re-election to the
Wnited States Senate,

“Let no man deeeive himself; the grand cause of
discontent among the luboring people to-day had its
100t in government partiality to favored clusses, who
mounld the policies of governments, and who, being iv-
corporuted and law proof in their castles of vested
rights, are this day kindling a voleano which threatens
the ve 1y liberties of this people.”

This is not all. Look at the subsidies and fran-
chises that the people have given these roads from first
to last. Thousands of miles of right-of-way have becn
given them by the people, and every city and town
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through which they run ave forced to snbsidize them
liberally. It the citizens of the country, town or city
did not *‘putup” to suit these corporations they went
around thém and made a town themselves on land thag
somebody had given them, realizing high prices for lots
that cost them nothing, and utterly destroying the value
ot property in the town so “froze out.” In their pre-
liminary surveys of location they ran parallel lines tn
indnce the greatest possible amount of subsidy from the
conflicting interests of locil trade centres. They at the
same time get the people along their respactive routes
worked up to the hizhest pitch of enthusiasm in their
hopes of securing a road oiven out that the
roud will be built on a certain line (not the one selected)

when it 18

or that it has been abandoned, and when the people
have lost all hopes of the road the railway magnates,
through their agents, quietly boy up the most valuable
lands ulong their routes at ruinous prices, and hold them
for the purpose of speculation.

Again, in many places, notably North Mississippi,
counties [1_\' vote have contracted bonded debts to aid in
the construeiion of roads, in which the original incor-
porators have only established a partial grade or road-
bed, selling 1heir rights to new corporations, who aban-
doned the enterprize, and after a lapse of twenty years,
without a tie laid or a spike driven. the people of these
counties have, by the decision of their highest courts,
been compelled to pay these subsidies, to protect the
rights ot ‘ innocent purchasers.”

Thus the ¢hildren of the men who voted this tax and
suffered themselves to be swindled by these oviginal
corporations, upon reacking maturity, are enmpelled to
pay a tax, principal and interest, which they did not
contract, and from which they derive no benefit what

ever. Two things are certain to them—death and tax-
ation. We do not oppose the people of any commun

hones'ly aiding in the construction of a great thore
fare of travel in their midst, but we have never favored
the idea of giving a rich man 10,000 acres of land if he
will build a mile of railroad for himself. with permission
to tax us for its maintenance and interest on his invest-
ment. And how muneh worse is it to pay a tax for con-
struction where a road is never built. Chief Justice
Shaw, of Massachusetts, soys: ‘ The real and personal
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property necessary to the establishment and management
of a railroad 1s vested in the corporation, but it is held in
trust for the publi=” Tt is, theretore, as an agent of the
State, that a railway ecorporation takes land from its
citizens and establishes a highway of intercourse and
commerce for the publie service; hence, in the very
nature of the case, its powers and vested rights cannot
be held and exercised independent!y of the State.

The government is {alse to its own sacred trusts if it
does not hold sach corporations ever responsible in all
respects for their condnct in the discharge of their
proper functions. Until the government shall take
some control of these publie highways, subgidized with
the people’s land and money, and regulate their earnirgs
it can never know how much they ear afford 1o puy
labor, and yet have fair and honest dividends upon the
capital really invested. We hear of roads going into the
hands of receivers, ageregaring in capital stock and
bonds millions of dollars. We hear of sirikes and great
strife sometimes between railroad employes and
their managers, which aflect the channels of trade
and locks the greatest wheels of commerce, resulting
disastrously to our whole eommunity of interest. And
we hear a loud and continuous cry of freight and pas-
senger discrimination coming up from every quarter of
our country, with the nrgent demand for restrictive and
protective legislation.

There must be many serows lonse somewhere about
these (fr:l]tﬂl‘;ﬂi;_n-. - ;I.; d there arce ore
evils existing in some way. For the cafety and wellare
of’ our country the furmers demand that these serews be
tightened up, the wronegs richted and all the evils cor-
rected, | The Inter-Siate Commerce Law, so long and 80
faithfully advo gran, of Texas, is the
only rpeedy, safe and sure solution of this stupendous
question—the railroad prab'em. And it is for tho best
interests of ull the people to zive the law their moral
support and epcouragement. It is c nstitutional and
just to the people, just to 1he railroads, and this is all
the farmers of this couriry : or demund of any legis-

lative bndy, Siate or National. All that the furmers
wish is their just rights and the protection that is proper
for their enjoyment of them. All thay they are willing
to concede 18 that these giant corporatious havea liberal

WINONLES and

R R | " | B
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interest nupon all stock representing cash actually paid
in, and all *“watered stock” unrepresented in the pay-
ment of dividends. This payment upon * watered
stock,” if continued, is only continued robbery. The
farmers have silently and uncomplainivgly borne these
wrongs, while they have viewed these encroachments
of power u ntil they have perceived that to submit longer
will beto allow the webswoven around them so strongly
that they eannot be broken.

The Inter Stute Commerce Law 1s the greatest step
t:;lit'n h}' the National Le I'_f‘[.‘-!:l”!:'l' 10 protect the inter-
ests of the agricultural community from corperate greed
in the last twenty years. While it is not what its fiiends
and suppuorters wished, yet it is the ntering wedge to a
greater and broader law in the future. Let the Com-
mission enforce the law in the cuse of railroads jost as
it would be done with any other citizen or citizens.
#These great arterier of 1rade, if once controlled in
1their methods and curbed in their combinations, may be
made what thoy were intended to be—a source of honest
‘|r1'nﬁ[ ino thelr owners :Lﬂ[] a blessi o 10 :1'11 1|'|!- P "'I']“-
But let them remain unchecked in their power and ex-
actions, and, like the many-headed red dragon in the
11111'.1-;[1_“]:5‘('_ T]'-t'_'\' will forever rule these States with

their rods of iron, and stand ready to devour the fruoits
of honest labor. It concerns, therefore, every citizen
of the United States tbat the railway shall feel, in sll its
operationg, the ever present power of the government,
and be snbject to its ¢ mtrol.”

¢ We must retrace our steps and begin to narrow the
chasm dug by partial laws, ovr we will soon have no
rights left worth preservirg. Every acr

» of land granted
as a subsidy, by National or State goverments, which
has net been fuirlv earned in the time preseribed, should
be recluimed and kept for the people. The crime
of bribery, that convenient tool of corpora.e power, and
unjust discriminations and rebates 1 i

towns and tiradesmen, shounld be vis with sudden
puaighment. Gambling in the neceszaries of life with
capital, whether corporate or individunal, and the making
of pools and corners 10 set at nanght the natural laws
of trade, should be punished as a conspiracy against the
people, and a felon’s garb should be placed on any official
of a corporation who sperulates in securities.”” “A clear

at make or break
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apprehension and consideration on the part of our
intelligent citizens generally, in the light of both
economic¢ and moral prineiples, of the evil us well as the
good involved, wiil work out the surest correction of
the evil and the truest sufezuard of the good. Grave
questions of legislation are before the country on which
the people. as well as their law makers, need to have an
intelligent judgment. How rhall the rights of innocent
stockholders be guarded against the machinations of
unscrupulous mauvagers? How rhall these corporations
be protected in their just private rights, and yet be held
under restrictions anu responsibilitics which will keep
them true and fuithtul in their legitimate functions as
#genis of the State for great public interests? Shall all
be left 1o the separate and varying action of 1he several

States, or shall 1he Natiornal Congress exercise its con-
Ftitntional power to regulate commerce between the
States by enactments which shull bo nuiform and anthor-
itative over the whole connwry 7 The wisest and pro-
fiundest siartesmunship in tl wid 13 needed for the
BO ut ms i cx Of ail 1;_';..\.:'1'“-.;\1
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From the Atlantic Ocean’s
"T'o the Rocky Mountain’s chuin.

This mighty mass is moving,
With grand unphal ery

And ther watehw ord is @ Monopoly
Must either yvield or die.

For lone, long years have noble men
} hed by woni -d rul

But #1l in vain, 1hie}
liuled by monopol)
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Sixce the adoption of our Constitution and the
assembling of the first Congress under the same, we
have had a tariff law of some kind, What is a Tariff?
]t 18 a law of Congress which requires goods lunded in
our ports, or brought into our country, to pay a tax, and
this tax is called a duty.

“The first great object of such a Jaw is to raise
revenue for the National Treasury, to pay the expenses
of the government. The goods when landed pass through
custom-houses at the ports, wheére they are examined,
weighed, measured or counted by the government
officers, who receive the amount of the tax.

“ But this tax, although first ]}ui:i‘ b_\' the importer of

o

e
0 Tl

! ‘-f-’."-",r' [ 8
Because the | er the tariff or tax 18 on a particular

kind ot goods the higher must the wholesale importer

the goods at the custom-house, is at last paid

| to make a profit in bis business. For

seil it alterwal
instance, if the importer brings in cloth for which he
eave one dollar :|"\':|:"J'. and he wants to make 10 per
cent, profit on it, he must sell 1t for one dollar and ten
H.‘T]'..*.I [f the t: t:!l'_\_' or tax on it i1s 100 per cent.
that is another dollar on the yard, and as he wants to
make 10 per c¢cnt. on all his outlay he must sell it for
1 . This he sells to the

two doll:

5 a1 nty Gt
Southern or W n merchant, and the latter also wanis
to make his profit of 50 per cent., being one-third more.

He will, therefore, have to gell it to one of our farmers
or mechanics for 1hree dollars and thirty cents a yard,
Here we see that the importer, in the first place, paid
only one dollar a yard tax into the Treasury, but the
dollar at Jast comes out of the farmer or mechanic who
buys the cloth for use, with the profit on it, making sizty
cents more. Thus we see that the importing merchant,
when he gells his goods, not only charges the first cost
and a profit on it, but he adds the amount of the tax at
the custom-house and a profit on it also; and an addi-
lional prefit 18 charged on both cost and tax by every
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merchant through whose hands they afterward pass,
until they ure ut last bought for actual uss of the retail
merchunt, who charges his profit at say from 33 to 100
per cent. on the whole”” Thatin the end the consumer
has to pay this tariff or tax no one can deny.

A tariff for reveaue is not only all that Uongress hag
power to levy, under the Constitution, but it is just and
equitable to all classes and all interests. Such u tariff
must be levied chiefly upon goods which come most
sharply in competition with those of home munufacture
and home labor. It places domestic manufactures upon
perfeet equality with thosoe of foreign governments, and
this is all thev should ask and all they should have.

A protective tarviff is a tax levied upon the whole
people, to favor a pecial cliss of manufactures. Such
# tariff tax never has been nor never can be made fair

and equitable to all, tor its fundamental principle is an

uniust fuveritism arainst which the class s not so favored
instinctive ¥y pr vest. It does not mauake any diflerence
what name a govern LY sume, when 118
ve LI T I cariain el 5 &Y m
153 W1 o

Provectionists ¢l 1 T 1 8
ATK L ".“.‘ ‘.il D ’ T

| '!i i 1 |

fore 44 ] I 1 A
1 1 n y G bod ]
H | (onn 1 01 ! T 5

L i 1n0n
pul I mniae t
lucts than they sr LAY
ve tax is levied by government upon
ecting ““infant i1 ries.’? 1 8 ol
by its advocates . honid bo.c
-'F'It' i-i‘*’t'n'l\' of 1his grovernmeont
considered itself old enoungh “to walk alone,” alth
pust its * three score and ten.”
Henry Clay, in discussing the tanilf in 1316, said:
“The ob mannfaciures was that we

micht eventually get arti

5 0f necessity made as cheap
at home as they could be imported, and thereby produce
an independence of foreign countrics.” ln “three g
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he said, ** we cauld |11d;,;c of the .x'mlltynt our u»t.;.blnh-
ments to furnish those articles as cheap as they were
obtained from abroad, and could begin to legislate with
the lights of experience.” He believed that ¢ three 1
would be sufficient to place our manufactories on this
desirable footing.”

Sixty-nine years have passed since these senti-
meuts were expressed by Mr. Clay, and what was then
asked as a bounty to manufacturers is now claimed as
blessing to the whe -ln people,

In 1824 Mr. Webster said that the cotton manufac-
turers in Massachusetts had even then “ passe
of competition ”—that is, that protective leg
no longer needed by the :
].l‘“ if:fil-l"‘;:'il'."‘.

'd the point

slation was

5 to 61 per cent;
woolen shawls, 65

hammers, 81 per cent ;
cottonades, ete., 49 t
per cent.; woolen ‘uLln" ., 90 per cent., while
the tin ty upon di } s, gems, pearls, rubies, and
other precious stones, ‘Ll"l.'lt 1(_*\ used only by the wea 11) 19
only 10 per cent., 8o that the average rate upon articles
of necessity is probably above 50 per cent. These com-
parisons could be carried much farther, varying but
little in their gener i.l application,

There is no class in the country to-day more discon-
S
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tented on account of class legislation, both State and
National, or more outspoken in their expressions of
oricnliurists and laboring

discontentment than the

11:\'

{
the 1 ) ¢ they have not
hs 1 the 3 nis ion and "\"illd
nov i d action, which the labor-
L4 |

| ] y (

L

add ]

..... , . ST 2 1850

(a3 ¥ | oL S LU 1i L CEL Ly or
S3 From 1860 to 1870 it was 41 per cent,
or 52, From 1870 to 185 A8 ¢ per cent.,
or $924293,915. Let us sece ho effecis that this

ariff tax is having upon the farmers of this country,
from another standpoint, as shown by the statistics from
l“TU to 1350 :

Farms of 3 acres and under, 37 per cent. decrease.
Farms of 3 to 10 acres, 21 per cent. decrease.
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The d n 1850 to 1860 was that of a revenue
tarifi, The decade from 186uU to 1870 and from 1870 to
1880 were those of a high protective tariff—mamely,
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| farmers I!\_’ law g an-

y gama indics ral

Prospe 1@ agricnltt 1 . ing
gclge—Ii8 &I vn il we take the value of agriei m-

and taking eve

lements, machinery and of live sto

hing o rm well as the eelf. ll'u'Ll

{1 18 101 per :
the n d only 9 per cernt.
T Lhe N0 as 4 mes e Of
Lhiy 7 | alth 1
% d h i 'y =
0 !
e thi e wealth shou h L B [
990 002. when i fart 1t was only $12,104,081 441; or
T vdi ner ¢ i i (1
( | ] () o
|
o
1 | i Iy «

- intellizent, thinking 1

I I ir % LAl B Mng
1 i 16T Cred'es or 1 1 1
soil gee that eh one-l fa rs.
they ixteen hours a day, supp ¢

re witl most rigid
e onomy their savings bave only been or e-sixth of the
gavinas of all other classes; o1, in other words, when
the farmer gets one dollar out of his teil some one elso
makes six out of it. “That the American government,
whose freedom and independence had their birth in the
vesistauce of an urjust tax, levied upon a few articles

at lar 1 food and wealth, yet aiter the
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government in reduei
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rets 15, materials cost $63.2
balance; 8100, less §80 91, leaves § that is to say,
that when combined labor and I ake 81, each
laborer gets 48 cents, and on the product of labor capital
takes 52 cenis {from each. If 1000 labors created a
value of $1000, capitul takes $520 of it, and all the 1000
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laborers together

annum for eact

laboring mer
any othoer co
Does any laboz
wages of Am
paid in other
the tariff'?
In 1884 the capital invested in manufacturing enter-
prises was £3,000,000,000 ; they reccived a tariff protec-
tion 41 per cent., as against 19 per cent. in 1860. For
over s half century the labor of agriculture has paid
tribute to manufacturers, who are able, under the high

nce woere the

above the prices

on account of
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prohibitory tax sgainst foreign products, to combine
and at high prices comirol the home market. The con-
centration of factories in New Enpgland was natural.
With a poor goil, their peopla early looked to manufae-
ture as a source of profit and to commerce. The Na-

W . iepleted to improve and fortify
ors. And so Amer actories grew D near
rn-seaboard, while the great West and South-
so many depercdent planta-
furnish our Norihern brethren with supplies,
‘\‘Ill l']l were mi nriaci |

*JRUrY was ad

oo prd fits and sent back

hem rich., Vastfortunes

10 us for rale.

were thus made sas ) tories increased. Human
labor was diverted from agrriculture, and the States bor-
dering onr North Atlantic coastbecame the great centres

of American weslth.

The demand:
by concessions; 80 it
When the pretense
threadbare, those infunt
il I_'_' 1;f“r'r-|'_ i

for lis jn".-": {

ezislation arve always increased
with these “infant industries.”
they were infants had grown
veran to love the manufactur-
istly hypocrisy wanted a tariff
: e under }H'V‘U_‘TIHU of over-pro-
duction, they were running their machinery on half
time half pay, or both. They kept the Americanlaborer
contract system for im-

in subjection by
porting cheap p: v lubor, nnder long-time contracts,
to take the place of the American laborer,

Thus were ht into this country the Nihilist
from Russia, the Socia from Germany, the Anarchist
from Italy and Aust and the Chinaman from Asia,

1 a month upon fhiree grains of

“‘who can almost
vice flavored with a lizard

We produce cotton goods cheaper in this country
than thev are d in Evngland In 1883 we ex-
ported 137,700,7! of cottonades, England being
er not only for home consumption, but

NCE

a large pure ha
EL}H' 10T export,

“Facts showing the ability of American manufacturers
of Great Britain in almost every
ied, but when protectionists are
that they can undersell and do under-
gell them in their own markets what more is necessary.
Why is it that American manufacturers can sell textilo
goods, clocks, edge tools and cutlery in Manchester,

1o l'f-l"-;}'{'il_' witl
line could be

ccmpelled to adn
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Sheffield and Birminghum ; woolen c¢loths in France, in
competition with the manufactorers of that country, and

not s

Il to the farmers of thi 18 connt
¢ of more than G0 Per oo

ment used by 1

nont a

3 33

cates of protect I'\'lTl

is t h ;-]u N \ 3] " th
can indace th rarmers ) L 11
tinue th ".'3':5 itious 1ax 1 they sh
ized the conntry. ] ; (
gending out r--u-:'.' ce g4
where they could best loc T
cOnsnm the most of th

not locate to suit their ow:

here has bzen a gri

L »in the quantity of
agricultaral products in tl country within the last
tweuty years In 1860 wo produced 173 104 924 bushels

of wheat, while in 1880 1h Crop was 195 549 868 bush-
els. “Buat the manufacinrers ave alveady muki g more
than we can consume. N

n '.Iit-_\_' j-]'l';‘ &0 10 in-
crease their mumber, 80 as to bae able 10 consume our
:l'r]'il'lll'l;l'.'.l pr (!Il-‘"..-& Wi they 1
whom they expect to sell their gnods?”

us where and to

For several years we ha been aceustomed to see
the doors of our manufuctories y for the pm posa of
allowing the “over-produciion” to be worked cif or

en filled

consumed. While our manufactories have b
ith cereals,

with zoods and our eranaiis

thousands of laboring men, for
been starving at the fo: ghit
Home market for our farmers! The a
]'i"!]lll?-]l'-lihih:I]I.I}l:ll'z rl.fu m 1} L
exports in 1883, $6192
agriculture,

The manufaciurers. protected by the tariff, form an
iIIH'f'ullf-mt portion of Americal s. It is the
farmer that furnishes s marke ifucturer,
and notthe manufacturer il : 2t for the

nmber, includ-

g At i.:|\'t'
ntain,”

449 wero the products of

farmer. It is safe to sa hat the !
ing operatives and their families, protected by the tariff
dtl]:nL exceed ,"-I””HMT 0 PEYEONS, The
consumed by euch inh: J.".:..- ear is six bushelg.
thrlilunumrt CONSUn 3 8 class, 1\]‘,1|l;..-u
to* devour ev verythirg '!:u- :'.-.11:.(-:.‘: can ise, 18 only
sl , U0 ,Uuy bus :L‘l:. 1 1580 we suj 1.[2*\_(1 {thelx

amount of wheat

1 -.\Lllhtl ‘“‘-.
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Officer—This may all be true, an 1

them away you mus
fixed on each article by a law of Congress.

Farmer—Pay a tax to the government! What do
we have to pay a tax for?”

Officer—The government requires that every person
bringing goods from a foreign couniry into this must
pay a tax on them, with which to pay the expenses of
the government.
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r goods in exchange

it right bas the gov-

-ading outs de? This may
be a law now, but in the future the farmers of this coun-
try will vote for no man for Congress who will not
pledge himself to vote in favor of a redunction of this
tax until no more money 1s collected from us than is
necessary to administer the affairs of the government
economically.

ernment to prevent us from {
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he ma ed, and yel
d been an

active 1 I of ance, and believing that
the Ord could be re-established and perpetuated by
removing the objectionable features from the * Declara-

tion of Purposes,” he earnestly set abou! to organize an
Alliance at Poolville.
In this work he was succ

was organized in July of tha

I, and Alliance No. 1
t year. Looking back,



http:rnljUS.1S

BIOGRAPHIES.

templation

] far more 80

» v of the
1 . No. 1 was in-
) o
E th
- . 1 ¥ 1
e 1
I
Y



http:ad,�ocnoti.ng

BIOGRATPHIES, 127



http:COlll.ty

128 BIOGRAPHIES.

&
1
.l
Im
win
: ]
i 1 Y

the i
When ll ci

his counirymen, ent
during the entirve four y
the war be return

agrioultaral pur;

rm and devoted himself 0
has boen his I._ml)-‘ occupas

tion. His word is his bond. Ile 15 & member of the

an, beloved, honored,

Masonic Lodge, a Christian gentle
farmers, for his

and respected by his neighbori




" to

'.j“l'
the
red,

his

BIOGRAPHIES, 120

fidelity and uprightness in his dealings with his fellow-
man. He became a member of Poolville Alliance No, 1
in 1879, and was elected President of Center Alliance
No. 2 the same year. In 1880 he was elected President
of the Grand State Alliance, and was its President when
it was ehartered by the State. He was Chairman of the
Committee on Constitution, and also of the committeo
to secure a charter from the State. He drafted the
first charter for Sub-Alliances duaring his term of office,
1880-81. He was opposed to a class political organiza-
tion or a secret political party organization ; but believed
it was in the province of the Farmers’ Alliance to dis-
cuss all moral, social and financial problems that affect
the farmers’ interests, free from all sectarian and party
prejudice. Mr. Montgomery is at present a member of
the Commissioners’ Court of his county.
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ST as
n Madison co

In D.

1878

Texas, and for t ens or s fi
fossion of teaching. He joined Com

the summer of 1880; moved 1o

gutumn of 1880, where he has ever since resl

e a member of the Alliance at
arth Sub-Alliance was organized.

Newhope, where ihe fo _

He is & thoroughly self . g through his
own cnergy and industry qualified himseli for the pro-
fossion of teaching, holding a first:grade certificate in
his native State and in Texas. e followed bis profession
for two years after coming to Texas, and since then till
1886 has been ergsged.in farming and teaching. At

Jack county he b
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the meeting of the Grand State Alliance, held August
9, 1881, he was elected Lecturer for one year, being the
first brother called to that important position afler the
Alliance was chartered by tho State. o is at present
serving as County Clerk of Jack county. During his

G

term as State Lectlurer he wrote and published
q cles in defenso of Alliance principles and
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and influential member, not only being prominent in the
councils of his own Alliance, but in the County and
State Alliance as well. He was an active local organ-
1zer, instituting several Sub-Alliances. He assisted in
drafing the first Constitution, framed most of the
unwritten work, and otherwise gave moral tone and
permanency to the Order.

“Claiming that it was a fact of history that no organ-
ized society could or ever bad long existed without the
acknowledgment of a God,” he was appointed as a
special committee of one to prepare the Alliance Funera
Service. Our impressive funeral service, as it exists to-
day in every State Constitution, is his work. Hesgerved
a8 Secretary of the Wise Couniy Alliance for two years,
He is still practicing Lis profession at Springtown,
Parker county, is an active member of the Alliance,
and an honored Christian gentleman.
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W. J. Wonmack.
W. J. Womack, of Jacksboro. Texas, was born in

Washington county, Arkansas, February 1, 1833. He
came to Texas in 1849, following the great tide of
emigration pouring into the State after the close of the
Mexican war. He settled in Parkor county, aad in 1856
married Miss M. N. Ensey, who died nineteen years
thereafter. Ho afterward married and moved into Jack
county.

He joined Alliance No. 21 in 1880, and was at once
commissioned by the State Allianca as an organizer, and
for five years he continued as an organizer in the coun-
ties of Jack, Young, Hardeman and Willbarger; hence,
he realized and endurcd all the hardships which the
early organizers underwent, and 1is to-day full of hope
for the future success and final triumph of the principles
of the Order that ht has worked so faithfally for and
sacrificed so much in its early organization.
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J. A. CULWELL

J. A, Culwell was born in Washington county,
Arkansas, August 8, 1855. His parents moved to Texas
and settled in Parker county, on Walnut creek, four
miles west of Springtown, in 1857. He grew up on the
farm, contending with all the hardships and privations
of a frontier life. He commenced farming when only
ten years old, and it has been his constant occupation.
He was married July 8. 1877.

He joined Mount Pleasant Alliance No. 9, May 7,
1880. He has been an earnest, faithful member from its
first organization. He was a member of the committee
on first Constitution and Ritual, and, with S. O. Daws,
a standing committee on the unwritten work of the
Order, from 1881 to 1886, being called to that important
position by the Grand State Alliance. He has served as
President of his County Alliance and as Vice President
and President of the State Alliance of Texas. Heisa
Christian gentleman and a man whose character is above
reproach. He is a resident of Wise county, Texas.
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Axpy Durrpar.

Andy Dunlsp was born in Scotland in 1847, He
emigrated to America in his seventeenth year. He
came to Parker county, Texas, in 1868, and engaged as
a fmim laborer. The next year he was united in mar-
riage to a pative Texas Jady, Miss Lizzie Clark. He
gocn thereafier moved to Wise county and opened up a
faxm, where he now lives. His industry, economy, and
good mansgement were rewarded by & rapid increase in
property, and at the same time he steadily grew in pop-
ular favor with thore around him. '

He was initiated as a tharter member of Anms Chapel
Alliance No. 17. He at once became prominently iden-
tified with Alliance interests. This Alliance has never
missed a single meeting since its organization, always
baving more than the necessary quorum for the trans-
action of business.

He has served as President of the Grand State
Alliance for four terms, and upon many important
standing committees. While it is true he did not lecture
and organize, yet he was a very important factor in the
early history of the Alliance in his State. He has been
also distinguished in other seciet orgavizations, and has
been clected by the citizers of his connty to important
county offices. He was, at the organization of the
National Alliance, elected Asrcistant Secretary of that
body. He was once e'ected Secretary of the State
Alliance of Texas, but the duties of that office inter-
fering with his private business, he tendered his
resignation.
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W. L. GArvIN.

William L. Garvip, the subject of this brief sketch,
was born in Hines county, Mississippi, April 5, 1841,
His ancestors on his father's side came from England,
on his mother’s from the Emerald Isle. They were
among the early settlers of Virginia. When young
William was seven years old his father moved to
Lafayette county, Mississippi, residing there six years,
thence to Newton county in ihe same State. In 1858
the family came to Texas, settling in Red River county.
The free school system had not then been generally
established in the South. The schools of that day,
especially in the country districts, were far different
from those of the present, being, in many instances,
open only for three or four months in the year. The
teachers were frequently selected, not so much for their
mental qualities and ability to successfully impart in-
struction, as on the score of economy in salary, and
physical ability to successfully cope with the more
turbulent and unruly class of pupils over whose destinies
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they were for the time called to preside. Besides this,
Mr. Garvin’s parents were in comparatively humble
circumstances, so that his opportunities for study were
exceedingly limited. He was a diligent student; pos-
sessed of an active, inguiring mind, he made rapid
progress so far as the means were at his disposal.

At the age of twenty-four he quit the farm, where
his whole life had been spent so far, and entered the
profession of teaching, being employed as teacher in a
district school.

In the winter of 1865 he was mariied to a widow
lady, Mrs. Leach. In a couple of years he returned to
hig first love, farming. In 1878 he moved to Wise
vounty, to the place where the town of Garvin now
stands. Here he again taught school.

[n April, 1880, he joined Friendship Alliance No. 13
as a charter member. There was something in the
Order that aroused his curiosity, excited his imagina-
tion, and awakened in him a deep interest. Its prin-
ciples made a deep and lasting impression upon hig
mind. He at once became sn active member of the
orgapnization, was appointed on a committee of secret
work of the Order, and was made President of the Wise
County Alliance, which was the first County Alliance
ever organized. He remained its presiding officer for
two years. He wa3s one of the first local organizers,
being appointed in 1880. At the meeting of the Grand
State Alliance, held August 10, 1881, he was chosen
Vice President of that body. At the Augunst meeting,
1883, he was elected President of the Grand State
Alliance.

He had eaily set about acquiring a knowledge of the
causes that led to the organization of the Order, its true
objects and principles, and was recognized by his
brethren as a safe leader. At this time the Alliance was
apparently on the down grade. There was no organizer
in Parker county, and not a single Alliance at work in
the entire county—in fact there were not muny active
Alliances at work in the Siate. The condition of the
Order awakened his deepest solicitude. In the winter
of 1883 he employed Brother 8. O, Daws as Traveling
Lecturer. Within a month seventeen Sub-Alliances
were reorganized. Soon thereafter the Grand State
Alliance met at Chico, in Wise county, and indorsed

or
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President Garvin’s action by electing 8. O. Daws
MTraveling Liecturer for the entire State. The progress
of the Alliance from that time forward was very rapid.
For the past four years Mr. Garvin has been President
of the Jack County Allinnce. He has attended every
meeling of the Grand S iance except one.

[1e is a consistent Ch n and an honored i
of his conaty. Ho is at present serving for a s
term as County Treasurer. i

In 1885 he pubhshel in pamphlet form a History of
the Alliance, containing the minutes of all the sess!
of the State Alliance to that date. Sinc
{ion of that work he has been collectir
and rearranging this present Revised 1
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S. O. Daws.

“Mr. 8. O. Daws isan old citizen of Wise county,
residing on his farm near the Parker county line, a few
miles from Springtown, his postoffice. He was born in
Kemper county, Mississippi, thirteen miles west of
DeKalb, on the 28th day of December, 1848, making
him now about thirty-eight years of age.

“The ancestors of Mr. Daws, on his father’s side, are
of Ireland, while his maternal forefathers came from the
colder region of the Baltic, From the Emerald Isle
cosmopolitan America draws mainly her genius of wit,
quick intellect, sentiments of bravery, venturesome-
ness and irrational impulses, while the sturdy Teutonic
blood soothes our nationality with industry, caution and
the love of equal liberty in all its aims. Having been
born of poor parenus, it is readily conjectured that the
facilities held out to him for an early education were
limited, since in those days he did not have the advant-
ages now given the poorest youth of this generation by
beneficent laws to acquire a common school learning ;
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but, as he says, by some hook or crook, he managed {o
acquire these rudiments, which only stimulated his
mind with a thirst for a broader knowledge of the world
and its highest croation—man. This desire he nourished
by reading history, especially that of his own country.
Later on he gave to agriculture his studious application,
not only as a means for individual subsistence, but from
a more intellectual standpoint, when finally important
public topics, touching social and economic relations,
attracted his inquiry. He is cheerful to acknowledge,
alse, the great benefits he derived when a boy from his
regular Sunday-school attendanece, and from the divine
lessons of life as expounded from the pulpit to the con-
grecations of God. Thus taucht in his carly life that
gystematic application and a faithfal discharge of any
task imposed upon him was the most satisfactory way in
which a duty could be performed, and though he may
have demurred to the rule of his parents, requiring him
to be afield at the break of duy and-to remain at his hoe

be at last
1 1 no small

ine con-

Mr. Daws
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fifteen of which were in active working order. At the
semi-annual meeting of the Grand State Alliance, held
in February, 1884, at Chien, Wise county, the Traveling

cturer made a reporf, which was approved, and he
mously elected t tinue his good work in
that ity for the remai The annual
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His annual report }
Alliances during that year. The Grand State
this vear discontinued the office of Traveling Lecturer,
the Order being es shed on a firm basis in the State.
After the National Alliance was organized he served as
National Organizer in Mississipp1 uatil the meeting of
the National Alliance- at Shreveport. The following

a 1 AN QO 90 [ g §
an inerease ol <UL 1 )=




BIOOGRAPHIES, 143

———— - = —_—

press notice appeared in the Decatur Post after the
return of Mr. Daws, in Qctober, from Mississippi:
«The Hon. 8. 0. Daws, National Organizer for the
Farmers’ Alliance and Co-operative Union of America,
roturned a few ¢ays ago irom
over in Mississippi.
ishing condition. Mr
;r-liL' .ill the Alli
l

in cight months’ tour
he Order as in a flour-
ms 1o grow more enthusi-
: the vears roll by. He
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first Farmers’ Union that was organized in the State of
Louisiana; in fact, was one of two who put the move-
ment on foot, and has been zealously and earnestly
engaged in the grand work of orgamizing Farmers’
Uuions for the purpose of uniting the furmers in an
earnest effort to free themselves from the crushing
burdens which have been laid upon them by the heart-
less Shylocks of our land.

We met Mr. Tetts for the first time on the 18th ot
Jannary, 18%7, in the city of Waco, in attendance upon
the called session of the Farmers’ State Alliunce. He
came to us as a representative from the Farmers’ Union
of Liouisiana, and by bis manly deportment, his telling
gpeeches and intelligent counsel won the admiration,
confidence and esteem of our brethren, who, when the
National Farmers’ Alliance and Co-operative Union
was orzanized at that session, unanimously elected him
First Vice President of tkat body.

Mr. Tetts will long live in the hearts of hundreds of
Alliance men of Texas.

10
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C. W. Macuxe.
Hon. C. W. Macune, President of the National

Farmers’ Alliance and Co-operative Union of

Americs,
was boin and reared in the State of Ithnois, left father-
less in his infancy. His paternal ancestor was a black-
smith by trade, and a most exemplary man, having died
vhen the subjcet of this
isaving the fumily to pro
He went to schc
when he commencad
hand, plowing and
for 8ix months fifteen he
the drug busins 'hich he followed for some ye
and has practiced medicine
vas married at Burnet.
Mise Sallie Vickery, of Salado
for the past seventeen years. In &p
wag made a member of the Farmers' Al 1
connty. The same year he was called to active service
#s Chairman of the Executive Commi

Farmors’ Alliance of Texas. 1o th

one year old,

vide for

L
ol unti

1l

y are of

for the past nine years.

as, September 1, 18
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oped that executive ability which won for him the
admiration and high regard of the membership of the
Order. By the resignation of the President und Vice
President of the State Alliance he became ex-officio
President of the Order, in the fall of 1886, which
position he filled, in addition to his duties as Chairman
of the Exeentive Commiltee, until the ealled mecting of
the Si.:ll,lf A“‘Hill{_‘(‘- in the I_'il}' of Wace ), ON | ANUATY ]\.
1887, It was during the session of this body at Waco
hat the National Farmers’ Alliance and Co-operative
Union of America was organized and the subject of this
sketch elected President. j

The formation of this body was, as its name indicates,
a union of the Farmers’ Alliance of Texas (numbering
nearly 4000 lodges

with a membership of 250,000) with
the Farmers’ Union of Lounisiang, which num

10.000 members. This body, of wh

over

the ex ve head, has now sent outinto at le:
States, of the T

sr3and le

and some
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nf the Texas soil, and many other advantages to which
her sister States are strangers, he at once moved and
gettled on Green’s Creek, near Dublin, Erath county,
Texas, where he still resides.

He is a charter member of Harbin Alliance No. 131,
the oldest organization cf the kind in the county. He
represented Harbin Alliance at the organization of the
Erath County Alliance, February 1883; was appointed
Treasurer in April and clected Vice Presidentin October
of that year. He was elected President of the Erath
County Alliance in 1884, which position he still holds.
He was elected to np:‘(-unt [irath County Alliance at
Weatherford (1884), and was one of the Committee on
Constitution. In 1885 he was a delegate to the State
Alliance, which met at D. '{":l["[‘ Wise 1-:.111-1}', Texas,
and was appointed on the Finance Committeee for the
ensuing vear. He was elected a member of the Executive
Committee of the State Alhance at Cleburne in 1886,
which ]m.~irir1n he filled with credit until the called
~=v~'~'im| in January, 1887. He represented the Texas

tate \l nce in the Lonisiana ?‘.\'t' te Union, which con-
vened at Ruston, IJi'iII;::'\i;[T':I, in called meetin Janus ary
12, 1887, and presented to them a preposition of con-
solidation, which brought about tho necessity of a
National organization.

For its l']\‘LT}T. flattering prospects the Alliance is
grestly indebted to Mr. Jones. He it was who intro-
duced the resolution Inm iding for the organization of
the National Farmers’ Alliance and Co- uper.ltn‘m [Union
of America. He was elgeted I’rvrn.nvt of the Stiate
Alliance in January, ISF-\ re-elected Angust of that
year, which position he stil} fills with credit to himself
and the perfect sati~faction of tho many members of the
Farmers’ Alliance of Texas.

>
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farm on which he lived until 1883. He then sold out to
move to Texas, but abandoned moving on account of &
new railroad }1|-1I."' built through the county, and moved
to Ackerman and went {n merc lmmll/n‘l', which end vd
disastrously for himin'1885. He then bought and mov
onto his present form, where he now resides. He was
lected President of the § Alliance of Mississippi at

ranization.
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A. B. JoBNsoN, PRESIDENT oF THE MISSOURI STATE
ALLIANCE.
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Tue Committee on Co-operative Stores reported, and
the report was adopted.

To the President and Members of the Farmers' State Alliance
of Texas:

Your commiitee, to whom was referred ihe matter
to formulste a plan for operating co-operative stores,
beg leave 10 make the following report:

ARTIOLE T.

The name of this ssrociation shall be called the
——=~ County Farmers’ Alliance Co-operative Association.
ARTICLE II.

Thir association is formed and created for the pur-
pose of owning and managing a mercantile establish-
ment vpon a co-operative plan of buying and selling
real estate ard ruch other property as may be necessary
to promote 1he object of its creation, and of transacting
any and all kinds of husiness incident or appertaining
thereto, for the mutual profit and benefit of its stock-
holders, who must be members of the Farmers’ Alliance.

ARTICLE III.

The place of business of this association shall be

in ——city or town, -— county, Texas.

ARTICLE 1V.
The association shall have snccession and shall exigt
for the fall term of ten years.
ARTICLE V.

The business of this association and the general
management of its affairs ghall be vested in a board of
five direciors, who shall be stockholders, and shall be
elected by the stockholders, sind shall serve for one year.

ARTICLE VL.

The capital stock of this association shall be divided
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into shares of five dollars each, which shall be transter-
able, but cannot be withdrawn.

BY-LAWS.

ARTICLE 1.

association
o, or such time
\ch year.

eld upon call of
upon the order of

ice has been _15;.\‘&_'-11

to each shareholder.
of Dbnsiness to ba

1on shall be open to

o
(=
e

EcTION 1.

. . in January (or
such other time

may determine) of
olect a board of five

h year the

directors, at which
of their number Pr
Secretary.

ctors shall elect one

nt a Treasurer and

SecrioN 1

hall be the daty of the
ngs of the association
of Directors. He shall sign all certificates
of stock and all orders on the Treasurer; shall receive
and carctully pr 1s 1hat may be exccuted
to the association, and perfor Il other duties that may
be required of him asthe chief executive of the associa-
tion. In his absence the association shall elect a Presi-
dent pro tem.

Sre. 2—Treasurer—It shall be the duty of tihe
Treasurer to receive all moneys from any and all officers
and agents of the association that may legitimately
come into his hands ; pay all orders signed by the Presi-
dant and Secretary, with the seal attached ; keep a true

.[.)I‘L'-"--I'l'.'l"L‘l ) presl
and Board

at &il Imel

serve all bo
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and impartial account of all moneys received ‘!.nd paid
out by him in a book kept for that purpose ; keep his

books at all times open for in spe "'H] by the Board of
Directors, and from [1‘-1n to 1

ond in such

make a full
| through |
{ion, At t

il n‘ll' ar to his

money or rul_'!u-__-.-
the assc i

hall "u}u. COT-

orders on the

associ

of the

lers

hall be at all
ard of J_)ii'.“l_-\_-'i'.\.
iposed on him

[1e shall be ent
ices as the Bos:
approval of ihe
8 term of office he
in office all books, papers

]-'1|| ration ol
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ithe agsoci

n his possession belonging to

I'he Directors shall have ch:
ociation and the genersl s
all appoint a Mana
also \".n]:]n“l:,' salesme
ed to and approved
ion, \” l'l’.‘:lu-:-
_ ing of the Farmers’
il fix the amount of bord of all
oflicers EL‘.:l:l employes of the

1issociation and approve
the same. They shall, as often as they deem it neces-
sary, examino all books, papers and sccounts belonging
to the association or connected therewith, its officers,

agents or employes, and report to the association at the
regular meetings. They shall have authority to receive
on deposit such sums of money as may be offered to the
association for its use by members of the Alliance, not
to excced five hundred dollars from one depositor, nor
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for a shorter time than one year, on such terms as may
be agreed upun ; provided a higher rate of interest than
10 per cent. shall not be given. ‘I'hey shall also have
power to adopt any rules and regulations, not in conflict
with the Constitution and By-Laws, that they deem of
advantage to the business, and all such rules and regula-
tions shall be binding on the association and its members
until rescinded by the Directors or rejected by the
association ; and to this end such rules and regulations
shall be submitted to the association at the first regular
meeting after their adoption for raiification or rejection,
It shall be their duty to keep their capital stock as
closely invested as practicable in articles demanded and
used by members and others, which shall be sold atsuch
a per cent. profit as they may determine. 1t shall also
be their duty to report in writing at the regular
meetings of the association, giving a true statement of
the progress of the business method of doing the same,
and financial condition, together with such other infor-
mation as the association may require from time to
time; and to this end they shall me«t once every four
weeks, and also within three days of the regular annnal
meeting, and have before them all books, papers and
other data necessary to a complete, correct report of
the condition of the association. The Directors shall
have power to discharge any and all persons employed
by them or under their direction; to suspend any per-
sons who have been employed by them and confirmed
by the association, which suspension shall be acted upon
by the association at the next regular meeting, and con-
firmed, or the suspended party reinstated, as the case
may be.

Sec. 5.—Manager—It shall be the duty of the
Manager, under the direction of the Board of Directory,
to take and exercise general supervision over the busi-
ness of the association in buying and selling; to have
charge of all employes, and obey all orders and instrue-
tions from the Directors. He shall keep, in books
provided for that purpose, complete and correet accounts
of all his transactions, which books shall at all times be
open for the inspection of the Directors or those appointed
for that purpose. He shall render to the Directors semi-
annual and annual accounts of his transactions at their
meetings, and vpon their order take an inventory of all
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L\Oﬂdi, merchandise and property under his charge, and
make a brlanze-sheet as often as required, whu,h to-
gether with the report of the Board of Directors, shall
be presented to the association for approval and filed
with the Secretary for record; and from time to time
pay over 1o the Treasurer such sums of money as may
be in his hands, when so directed by the Board of
Directors. He shall receive such compensation for his
services as may bs determined upon by the Directors,
subject to the approval of the association. He shall
give bond in such sum as may be required by the Board
f Directors.
ARTICLE IV.
Membersh flj.'.-'.

SecrioN 1. This association shall consist of members
of Alliances in good standing, and can be admitted as
shareholders by muking application to the Secretary or
the M * of the store at any itime,

r shall
L Bidll
, but my

1 rigel

1renolders.

it ghall

cannot l.nu withdrawn
until five years ha ures may be trans-

ferred to members of tho ].\.A] mers' Alliance who are in
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good standing, but no traunsfer shall be legal except
when made in writing and entered on the share-book
by the Secretary ; provided the transfer has been sub-
mitted to and accepted by the Board of Directors.

THE END.
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