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To H ON. BARCLAY .HENLEY, 
! 
, 

MEMBER OF ASSEMBLY FROM SONOMA: 

D EAR SIR-The undersigned, having l istened with pleasure and admiration to yonr 
eloquent and masterly speech on the subject of the "Fifteenth Amendment," delivered in 
the Assembly, January 17th, 1870, land being desirous of printing and circulating the same 
in pamphlet form, for the good of t he Party, respectfully request permission to publish the 
same. \ 

\ 
GEO . H. ROGERS, Speaker of Assembly, 
ROBERT FERRAL, Clerk, 
JOHN BIGLER, 
JOHN McMURRY, 
J. A. BLANKENSHIP, 
A . R. ANDREWS, 
NEWTON BENEDICT, 
JOHN FERRAL, 

MESSRS. GEO. H. ROGERS, 

DANA PERKI S, 
W. A.KlNG, 
R . C. HAILE, 
J. C. CRIGLER, 
J. NAPHTALY, 
JOHN W. SATTERWHITE, 
J. LAMBERT. 

SACRAMENTO, Jan. 14th, 1870. 

SPEAKER OF THE H OUSE, AND OTHERS : 

GENTs-Your note requesting the privilege of publishing my remarks upon the pro
posed "Fifteenth Amendment" to the Federal Constilution, is at hand, and in reply, I 
would transmit you herewith, a printed copy of my speech, hoping, though doubting, that 
it will aid in that public enlightenment so flatteringly intimated in your note. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
, BARCLAY HENLEY. 
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SPEECH OF 11R. ;HENLEY. 
- - - - --\} f 

That a crisis is at hand involving the life 'ercise thl high privilege of snffrage-and 
of the Republic, the most unobservant of have for ver parted w.ith any power or 
intelligent men must now realize-a crisis voice in he mattor, and tnrned it over to 
in the determination of which depend in- Congres.'. 
tereats so stupendous, rights so valuable, The an nals of history fail to show a more 
principles so inseparably blent and in- degrading confession than this by a politi
t erwoven with all thRt we love and cherish cal community, coupled with a more cause
and with all that m ... kes the perpetuity of less, fatuous divestiture and alienation of 
this Union desirable by free men, that even sovereign political power, and even though 
the most ardent optimism cannot view with the hour of our madness and folly should 
indifference the possible result. Disguise soon pass away and we should resume our 
or glaze over the matter as we may, we now form er career of unexampled pl'osperity, 
find ourselves confronted by the solemn still will the cheeks of our posterity r edden 
admonitory fact that a very respectable mi- with the blush of sh ame as they read that 
nority of the intelligent white people of damning and ineradicable record of ances
the United States have signified by theil' tral opprobrium and humiliation. There 
votes at recent elections that, in spite of it will ever r emain, a fou l, hideous stain 
the unparaJelled pl'Osperity and happiness and blot, defacill g and polluting the fair 
that have h eretofore mm'ked our career, pages of American history-a defilement, 
they desire a change of our pl'esent form a hissing and a reproach to this generation 

i- of government to a new mid untried form of people , 
-the desire to surrender to the Federal Sir, in what age do we live, and v-pon 
Government the righ t of the States to de- what times have we fallen '? Are we a sane, 
t ermine for themselves who shall be voters rational people now, and were we mad, de
in their respective sovereign limits, and mented a few years since? If this proposed 
they further desire, as evidenced by those constitutional amendment is in consonance 
elections, to take into political equality and with the behests of humanity and sound 
partnersbip in the administration of this statesmanship now, then wha,t monsters of 
Government a race of people whose history, iniquity and impolicy were we but a few 
trad ition, our natnra l inRtincts, and the years since, It is safe to say that nowhere 
voice of God, t~lls us in undeniable terms in tb e broad limitR of these United States, 
are, in morality and intelligpnce, our infe- ten_years ago, could a man h ave obtained a 
riors, and unfit for such association. This respectful h earing in' ad vocacy of the right 
fact, sadly and terribly significallt when and policy of giving negroes and Chinese 
considered by itself and alone, is infinitely the right to vote , H e who would have so 
more so when we reflect that it involves the expreRsed himself would have simply been 
confession by those people tha t they are in-' laugh ed at, or reviled <1S a madman or a 
capable of self governm ent. foo l. There may have been some who did 

'rhe people of the State of Iowa and all believe' in it-a very few- but the efforts of 
those States that 111tified the proposed Fif- the Abolitionists of old wel'e mainly ad
teenth Constitutional Amendment have, in 1dressed to the extermination of slavery; on 
addition to placing themselves upon an1all sides the unfitness of the negro to right
equality with n egroes, deliberately pro- fully exercise the ballot was conceded-his 
claimed to their sister States and the civ- admission to that right was not dreamed of. 
i lized world that they themselves are inca- \ Ten years have passed away since then
p able of properly disposing of the ballot- ten years of madness, of delirium , of fo lly 
incapable of determining who should ex- and of wrath-y ears pregnant with evimts, 



,rowded with emergence, and circums ance' lthis Fifteenth ConstHutional Amendment 
dine;an d precedent, t hat in the far-distan future is simply a stnpendous, unhallowed con
sir)" will fix their iill press for good 01' ;or evil spiracy, conceived and hatched for n o other 
ret npon what is now the Govern ~nt of purpose under the heavens than to a little 
cr the United States of America-an niad of long"r perpetnate the waning political 
1 tribulation and woe to all concern One power of a party whose corruptions and 

decade has passed over us and >1 ch nge has abominfltions m'e fast m!lking it offensive to 
taken place, and such It change! Fo h ealth, the commonest intelligence and love of 
and vitality, anel exuberance and sfl'ength, countI·y. 
we have moldeI'ing bones, ever-flowmg tears I have spoken of this change in the mindH 
and endless despair; for bloomil gal'Clens of the people. That is not doing them jus
and interminable fi elds of ~vavi g grain, tice. But It small number of them hltve 
we h ave a h owling wilderness; fo hope and ever given their intelligent, h earty, direct 
confidence, we have distrust and uspicion. indorsement of this infalUous mensure. 

But these do n ot constitute t e saddest True, they have indorsed the p!\l·ty which 
or most striking difference be ween our favors it, but we all know that it was only 
present and past condition. TheIl has been done by beguiling and deceiving them, and 
a change of h eart, a demoralizat,iOlwrought the employment of the vilest tri cl,s of dem
by the corrup ting influences of ' aI', more agogy. I still believe but few of the citi
-in my judgment-to be feare ,fraught zens of th €. United l:>tates, if the naked 
witb greater possible disflster to t e Ameri- quest.ion were submitted to them, divested 
ciIn Union than even this vast ,poliation of and disconnected with other questions 
and ruin of our material pwspeI·ty. Not by which they might be influenced, would 
more does the scarred and cOlTugat d bosom indorse the investiture of the dark colored 
of the field of Gettysburg, "ridge all over ra0es of the earth with this high attribute 
with human graves, " differ frolll its appear- of intelligenL .A..alerican citizenship. Two 
ance now than when it bore upon its bosom classes have indorsed it, thoroughly under
the golden fruits of husbandry; not more, standing what they weFe doing at the time. 
sir, do the scorched and blackened ruins of and thi s proposed Amendment is the pro
to-day differ from the pala tial edifices of duct of their co-operative efforts . They 
which they are the last mournful vestiges; are united by no political affinity, save that 
not more does t,hat h ybrid, mongrelized each attains its end by the employment of 
monstrosity now called Virginia difl'er from the same means. The one seeks th" auni
the matchle~s governmental st.ructure, the bilation of the reser ved righ ~s of the Stutes, 
Virginia of Mall ison ano of Mason; not the destrl1 ct·ion of th e federativ e character 
more does daylight dilf'bl' from darkness , of the Ameri('un Union. and the substitu
than do the American people of to-day, tion in li eu thereof of a consolidatfld cen
wilfully and knowingly indOl'sing n egro tnl lized Government. 
equality. clitIer from the American people ThiR change ill our political system is re
of ten yea rs since i nd ignantly spurning from quired by the exist ing exigencies of tbe R e
their presence the vile ad vocute of a doctrine publican party. 'fh at once accomplished, 
so abhorrent to nature and to r eason. (Ap- there will be fwm the negroes of the United 
plause). Stntes and the bordes of Asiatic barbarians 

The negro of ten years ago is th e negro to be imported to tbis coun try by the en
of to-day. He hits lllade no progress in civ· coul'agement of this party, a large acquisi
ilization-i s the sallie now th"t h e was lhen, tion to the rank~ of voters, which their 
the same that he h as ever been in the con- patrons, the Republican party, hope to cap
stant lllutation and long revol ving cycles of ture. The other class is cOlllposed of those 
time since in bondage and servitude he I11flc1men and fanatics by which alm ost ev
toiled in the bricl, yards of Egypt; and yet ery age and people have been cursed, cnd 
we find it urged, as a matter of policy and of which M.amt and Robespi erre, of the 
justice, that the negro should be permitted French Revolntion, and Charles Sumner 
to vote . T ell yeam .1g0 that pretense wonld and Wendell Phillips are the typical 1'epre
h ave been deemed Itbsnrd ; now it is reCOlll- ~entatives . Tbey seek the adoption of thi!! 
mended by wisdom and humanity. meaSUl'e because it impal·ts legal authority 

Now, sir. by what means has this won- and force to that vainest and most impi ous of 
derful revulsion been produced in the minds model'll tmncendeutalism, the "universal 
of the people? Why is this measure now fatherhood of God and universal broth er
urged as a national necessity ? H as the ne- hood of man." These two classos have been 
gro grown wisel'? No; h e is unchauged. assisted in the attainment of their ends by 
Have we grown wiser and more virtuous? some who, from fi n honest devotion to the 
No, not wiser-and war does not improve a Union, were in favor of its I'estoration by 
nation's morality. Then why this meas- force of arJDs , and having become identi
nre? Where does the necessity exist? Mr. tied witb t.hat party during the war, purely 
Speaker, the answer to all of these ques- as a matter of party disipJine, con tinue to 
tions is as plain aud obvious as the glare vote with it . Others, again, have co·op
of the sun at meridian. These professions e\'ated with them, wishing to thrus t negro 
of philanthropy an d love of equality are suffrage upon the South, as a measure of 
not meant, .11'e in~incere and specious, unci punishment of the Southern people for 
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their transgressions in attempting to secede in that !egard, and all of you, save tbose 
f!'Om the Union. excepte in tbe Fourteenth Constitutional 

But while I divide and subdivide the pres- Amend ent, sball vote and enjoy " Il other 
ent supporters of tbis proposed Amend- rights to1which you may be entitled under 
ment, they generally profess that they are the Fedei'al Constitution. Only subsodbe 
actua ted simply by a desire to do justioe to to tbat doctrine and, though it be the guer
all, aud a belief that all men, white find rilla, tbe bushwacker-he whose 'impur
black, who may be here now or come h ere pled han s do reek and smoke' with the 
h ereafter h ave eQnal right and title with us fonl stain of fratricidal guilt; though it be 
to a pllrtioipution in the government of th e antbor of crimes at the bare mention 
this country . They seek by political equal - of which 'be blood freezes in the veins; 
ity, by education lind amalgamation, to though da) by day yon starved prisoners 
eradicate a ll existing differences between to dellth at the a bhorred Andersonville
white and black. In medieval ages there yet, from bing the most abandoned wretch 
existed a class of enthusias ts and m admen upon earth) you come forth immediately 
styled alchem ists, who spent their time and pure if YOI:\ will only swear to the civil 
sub3tance in Tain aod futile efforts to dis- and politioal eqnality of all men." And no 
covel' a universal solvent by means of which matter how loyal or devoted to the Union 
they might transmute the baser metals into auy of tho, e people may have been-no 
gold. matter, though their blood reddened every 

What do we now see? A class of men. field from li ull Run to Appomattox, nnless 
respectable in numbers, and absolutely, as they take t is oatIl they c ~n ' t vote. Loy
it would seem, exercis ing a controlling influ- {,lty is no qualification to entitle a man to 
ence over their conntry'~ destinies, engaged vote, unlclss it be accompanied with a. 
upon an experiment equally wild and vis- proper regard for Sambo. 
ionary in its sc:>pe, and in the furthe rance These are the terms submitted to the 
of which they have not only invoked the Southern States since the war; those are the 
aid of occult and diabolic instrum entalities , terms npon which they were admitted to the 
as did the alchemists of old, bu t thei,' mem- Union, and it was the rejection of those 
ories and rich bequests of a glorions past, terms that has kept MiSSISSIppi, Virginia 
laws, l iber ties, ordinances nod Constitu- und Texas so long in the I,hroes of recon
tions blwe van isbed in the path way of their struction. It is moreover a non-compliance 
consuming desires like gossamers impalpll- with tbese terms tbat has kept Georgia 
ble to the toucll, They seek to eradioate from representation in Congress thus far. 
from the n egro the sell l of inferiori ty which Now, Mr. Spe'll,er, bear in mind that in 
Omnipotence has stamped upon his brow, many of those States, suhtracting from the 
and to change or t,'<IlISmute lIim from black popnlation tbose whites dist'ro.nchised by 
to whi te; and in their frenzied efforts to the Fourteenth Constitutional Amendment., 
realize the f ruition of tbis maddes t phau- you have a majority of the negroes over 
t&sy that ever possessed f1 people. in the the whites, This bein g the case, when we 
blood spilt, the desolation wroug ht, the analyze tbis proposilion what does it 
treasure expended, and the enorm itl es prac- amount to? Pm'ely and simply this : sllY 
ticed, we Ilre shuddel'ingly reminded of the Congress to the :::;outhern people, "You 
story of the alchem ist of old, who slew his ,He now under the rul e of the bayonet; we 
virgin daughter, with whose blooclthe neces, g ive you your choice- either e will'tlce ne
sary incantation was to be p erformed to en- g ro equalit.y or remain uuder military dom
able him to accomplish his long cherished ination. Choose ! Your mastel' shall be 
purpose. 'Would to God, Sil', thllt the refu, either the sword or the bllrbarian!" 1 ask 
ta tion were possible ; would that the r ecord any Republican upon this floor to go and in 
of Congres,;ionallegislll tion told a differ ent the solitude of his chamber place himself 
tale; but sh ameful as the confession is, dis- before a mirror, and l'epeat: "These a re 
guise it as we mllY, the indisputable fact the term proposed ill the high noon of 
rises up before u,s--Iooms up from out the fog the nineteenth century, by my countrymen 
and mist and cil'cuity of political pla tfOl:ms of the North to my countrymeu of the 
so plainly as to sh llllle denial, that the one Sonth." L et him repeat it, I say, and let 
gmnd obstacle in the way of a peaceful and him give himself up to a l'ealization of its 
l'e.;tored Union which, since upon the pbin enormity; and if a red blush of shllme does 
of Appomattox, t he bngle of p eace was not overspread his countenance, it will be 
sounded, h as perpetuated tumult and dis- becanse honor, justice and decency h ave no 
cord and has kept alive and aflame the evil place in his helll't. (Loud applause.) An
passions and asperities of war, has been the archy and revolution constitnte the matrix 
refusal of the people of certain of the United wh el'ein a re germinated great princip les and 
S tates to emilrace the doctrine of the civil mad heresies. :E'rom the war of our inde
and political equality of the negro with the pendence wss b orn the immortal sentiment 
white man, that "Governments derive their just powers 

The radicals say now, and constantly from the consent of the governed," As one 
have said to the Southern people: "Recog- of the fruits of our war, we, the degen
nize the equality of all men-take a n oath erate offspring of an honored ancestry, pro
that you will never change your opinions pose to tmnsmit to onr posterity another 
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;l"sentiment: "The univel'sal fatherh60d of the old articles of confederation; they had 
o God anel the universal brotherh,bod of learned it from the F ederal Constitntion in-

mau." ( terpreted in the light of that history, and 
What a commentary upon the teimper of the debates of the Ccnvention that framed 

the times do the respective sentimflnts sug- that Constitution; they had learned it from 
gest! 'fhe one, the creation of t he deep their loved and respected leaders, living 
a nd compreh ensive mind of J effqrson, the and dead; they had learned it from Horace 
other, the distorted phantasm of "Wendell Greeley, from Abraht\m Lincoln, from Ben
Phillips and George Gorham. E,eviewing jamin Wade, from John Quincy Adams, 
all of these thinge, sir, what is the conclu- from the congregated wisdom and patriot
sion? 'fhat, as the graves of n tl tions and ism of New England, in Convention as
ind ividnals are alike washed by I.the waters sembled at Hartford, in 1814. 
of oblivion, as nations and indivi duals alike And again, as the embodiment of the 
live and die, so do nations. like individuals, views of New England on the subject, the 
have their honrs of deliloium aIDd insanit.y. L egislature of Massachusetts, in 1803, au-

We have had our day of madness. R ea- thorized i t, and in 1844 the same Legisla
son again dawns, but slowly dhwns, upon ture passed the following resolutions: 
us . It will be long yet befN'e the un- "Resolved, * * * That the prospect of 
h ealthful fires and flush of fever shall be the annexation of Texas, unless arrested on 
entirely dispelled from the cheek, and the the threshhold, may drive these States into 
pulse r&SUme- its wonted beat. \ Ito is only a dissolution of the Union ." 
by a grave and considerate contemplation And again in 1845, the Legislatme passed 
of-not the battles fought and blood and another resolution similar in purport and 
treaSl1l'e expended-- bntthe stllrtli'l.lgchanges substance. From these facts it is d ear that 
sOl1ght to be made in our form df Govern- the Southern people believed that the States 
ment, that we are enabled to l'ealize the of' tohe American Union were united upon 
magnitude of the late conflict. Thllt war the same principles as was the H ellenic 
was not Ihe mere temporary disarrange- Confederacy allcl other confederations of 
ment of the machiuery of our Government, Greece, from whom we h ave inherited ex
caused by the capricious ebullition of tem- amples in war, in art, in poetry and SCI

per of an arrogant, intractable people; ence, that dwarf and belittle the boasted 
n or was it the h asty and precipitate action achievements of even this era; alld in spite 
of a people misled and inflamed to mad- of the contempt and opprobrium now 
ness by ambi tions leaders; nol', again, was heaped upon a Union founded upon volun
it an effort on their part" as has been rep- tary consent, still, in the far-distant future, 
resented, from pure ",antoness and diabol· will the studtlllt of history read with flushed 
ism to break up and destroy tb e fabric of cheek and sparkling eye of the grandeur of 
this Union, beca ll se of disappointment at l'epnblican Greece, of' the genius of h er 
the e lection of Mr. Lincoln, but that war poets and omtors, the vulor of her warriors, 
w",s the deliberate, nnan imous effort of the the wisdom of her statesmen and the be
people of ten States of this Union. acting nignity and justice of her laws. Republi
th rongh their L egislatlll'es and Conventions, cun Greece, united during so long and glo
first aud afterward attempted to be enforced do us an existence, upon the same princi
by the swol'd to disso lve their connection pIes for the vindication of which the oOl1th
with the Uuion by a resnmption of the ern people drew the sword in the late con
p owers delegated to the United States by fli ct; the principles of a voluntary associa
t bem when they became parties to this con- tion or confederation of republics, depend
federacy. Thei r rea50n for so attempting ing for theil' existence as a union upon the 
to ,yithdra.w, without going into details, affection and consent of the governed. 
was based upon a sincere belief in their This war, then, the most stupendous of 
minds tbat the purposes for which th ey h ad modern times in the battles fougbt and men 
originally entered into the Federal compact engaged, was still more so, in view of the 
h ad become iuoperati ve and of no efficlLcy, issues dependent upon the result. Believ
because of the action of certain of the ing, as they did, the South invoked the god 
Northem States in violation of the tprms of of battle, appealed to that last final dloead 
that compact. In other words they had en· means of lliobit,rament-the sword. They 
tered into that Governmental copartnership utterly and disastrously, but not dishonor
to "form a more perfect union, establish ably and ignominiously, failed. The issue 
justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide staked upon the war, to-wit: their right to 
for the common defen se, promote the gen- secede, was decid&d 0 against them, to be by 
eml welfare, and to secure to themselves them never more revi ved nnles~ persecu
and their posterity the blessings of liberty." tion, indignity and abuse, in violation of 
Those purposes h ad failed, as they be- the terms of their treaty of peace should 
lieved, by reason of the disregard by the drive them to dispair and absolve them 
Northern States of their constitutional ob- from the obligation of their promises. '1'he 
ligatiolls . That they believed iD. their right queslIon of secession being decided, they, 
to so secede, the candid student of history III good failh, bow in submission to that 
will not deny . They had leal'lled it from decision, anel in blood ILnd desolation they 
the history of the Union as it existed under have recorded their promise. 



7 ! 
But now as to the ad:nsability of passing Congr~~s your presen£ right to say who 

this amendment: To warrant a great change sh all o~ shall not vote. 
in our fundamental law like this-to war- Now, lin all candor, gentlemen, if this 
rant a Constitutional Amendment-three is a wr~Dg, a sin, why cannot we ri~ht 
things JUust appear: First--authority under it ~ourse~.es? Where is the necessity, 
our system to amend; second-some exist- where th advantage of placing the n::atter 
ing evil which the a~.endment willl'emedy; beyond 0 r control for all futuI'e time to 
and/ third-that SOCIety and Government come? f these dark-colored I'aces should 
w~/uld be improved thereby. vote, if j~atice and expediency require it, 

Having, as I conceive, abundant reasons, l~t u~ aI\1end our State Constit~tion, and 
independent of the right, of Congress to gIv~ It to them ourselves; then, If .the ex-

/ submit such a.n amendment, to urge against perlment t I'ns out a bad one, we stIl,1 have 
't I h 11 for the Tesent go into no dis- control of the matte:, a~d. can repeal our 
1. . sa, . p . k' d f IImendmen ;, and agam lImIt the matter to 
CUSSlOn of the rIght to .propose thIS m 0 the whites. But for God's sake be not 
amendment. I may simply say, however, .,' !. 
that. from my realling and understanding gu~lty. of th~ ~adness of voluntarIly rehn
of the theory.of our Government, the right (J.lllshlllg Ot r rights to say who shall vote 

f ff . f' th ' h t ' I' m our own State. o BU rage IS one 0 e In eren , llla Iena- B t ' d . d t th . ht f 
ble attributes of State sovereignty, of which u . a wor more m regal' 0 e rig .0 
no State can be divested , by this means ; every man . to vote, or, as Gorha~ calls It, 
that this pl"Oposition is not an amendment illanhood . Imffrage. The Republicans s.ay 
of the Federal Constitution as contemplated su.ffrage l!: one of, those grea.t naturalm
by the framers .of that instrument, and is alIenable II~hts whl~h b~long m the s~me 
. st as unlawful and revolutionary as an category ~s a man s right to eat. dnnk, 
t%endment ,would be, depriving a State of m?ve abOl~t, h.old property, . etc. To my 
the right of representation in Congreos, or mmd nothmg IS more fallaCIvus and ab-
h .., th t f' our Go er'nment surd than to say that the State does not com-c angmg e na ure 0 v 't · t h ' t h'b't th from its republican form into a monarchy. ml a grea e; wrong w en I pro I I S e 

I that those ar.e changes that go to the free 10c~motlOn, or wrests property from a 
say , G d negro wIthout process of law, than when 

foundation of our oV~l'liment, an cannot' t ' thh Id f h ' th b 11 t E 
be made even with the consent of the two. I WI 0 S rom 1m e a . 0 . v-
th" d r three- uarters of the States. eryone that has sense enough to run at 

II s 0 q large can see the preposterousness of that. 
The second proposition is : What existing And I am. now bronght to this proposi" 

evil is among us in California that the tion: That suffrage is a mere privilege-a 
Amendment would remedy? I know of conventional right--'-in contra-distinction 
none. If any person can point me to any to a natural right, accorded as a matter of 
wrong or evil now existing alI\ong us t~at grace oy Government to man. It has been 
would be remedied by permitting negroes, considered, in our country, an indisputa
Kanakas, South Sea Islanders and China- ble maxim that the perpetuity of a republi
men to vote, I wOl).ld like to have him do it. can 01' representative form of Government 
Yes, there is one wrong-a wrong that ex· depends upon the purity of the ballot, and, 
isi.!! in the brain of tl"8nscendentali~m run to the end t.hat the ballot be kept pure, the 
mad-a wrong that has called forth the qualification of voters should be virtue Rnd 
sympathetic tears of such humanitarians intelligence. Everyone knows that the 
as Robespierre, Dante and Mal"8t, of the more honest and intelligent our voters, the 
Frellch Revolution-a wrong that now elic- better will be our I'epresentation in the law
its the tendel'est .solicitud,e of those modern making bodies, and the wiser and more sal
saints, Sumner, Butler and W. Phillips- utlu'y our laws. Apply th&t test to the dark
a wr0I!g that has received the countenance colored races of the earth. Do they pos
and approval of every sage and stateslJ.an sess those qualifications ? That question 
that ever lived in any time or clime from needs no answer to t.his audience. But the 
Solon and Lycurgus, frolll Cicero and Sen- capacity of the negro for self government 
eoa, down to Pitt and Burke, Washington is no longer a problem. History answers 
and Jefferson-the sublimest wrong that the question in a manner that dispilis douht. 
ever outshone I'ight--the wrong of permit- A few examples will suffice: France, uo
ting only those to participate in the govern- der the lead of J acobinism, in 1791, freed 
ment of this country who are quahfied by the slaves of Hayti. In forty years, from 
their virtue and intelligence to properly ex- the highest degree of prosperity and cultic 

ercise that high privilege-the wrong of Eln- .vation, it has lapsed into a wilderness. 
forcing the doctrine of a white man's Gov- Writers tell us that the observance of the 
ernment- the wrong of withholding from Sabbath, family ties and schools have be
the grasp of, barbarity and paganism that come obsolete, and missionaries are in more 
highe~t privilege of an American and free- danger of being eaten than listened to. 
man, the ballot. That, fellow-citizens, is Yet, Hayti is free-her negroes can vote. 
the wrong, and the only wrong, that this Some years since, in Mexico, and loll ow
Constitutional Amendment would remedy ing close on to the heels of a revolution, 
-that is the wrong which to remedy you a party of l"8dicals, under the plea of po
are now asked to surrender and ~urn over to litical necessity, placed the "proud 0astil-
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ian, the emasculated Indian and tJservilelcommot ions must inevitably arise which 
n egro" upon the same political ooting, will endanger the very existence of the 
What a spectacle does that COil try now Government, It is against all human ex
present! R evolution after revol~ion as a perience and our knowledge of man's na
"bwom of fire," has swept ove her fair tl1re, for any two races of people to live to
bosom in frightful and bewild 'ing suc- gether harmoniously and peaceably under 
cession- the bl1stle and hnm 0 ' industry a republican form of Government in the 
and commerce are silenced; in turn the equal enjoyment of political ri!,:hts, u\lless 
pI'ey of a robber, a bloated an insolent they intermarry or amalgamate. That. we 
priesthood or 1\ foreign adventur 1', the ob- cannot do, and therefore peace is impossi
ject alike of the pity and conte pt of the ble. The Chinese differ from us morally, 
ci vilized wodd, Mexico soon sin s into an physically and intellectnally in every con
ignominious grave, a speaking monument ceivable particular; a difference that neither \ 
to the genius of radicalism, and n eloquent time nor clime, nor education can oblite-
attestation of the supernal pur fying effect rate; a diff~l'ence that is radical, ingrain, \ 
of "manhood suffrage!" interwoven with nature, blood, boue and 

No, sir; this no longer consti ,utes a prob- tissue. We cannot change the pagan Uhi
lem in the minds of intellige t and free- uese, transmute them from barbarians into 
thinking men. It stands refnte by history, Christians, Americanize them so that they 
by philosophy, by phisiology and the dis- are fit to discharge the high duties that per
passionate reflection of every intelligent tain to American citizens, It might be dif
man. ferent if it were only a few Chinese that we 

The next question is, wonld society b e had to deal with; then we might humauize 
improved by it? I shall argue t his branch and Christianize them, But it is millions 
of the question as though this A endment that we will have to deal with , Remember 
conferred suffrage upon Chinese, which, in they number one-third the human ra~e, 
point of f,\ct, it does. Of course it confers have sixteen times as many people as we 
suffrage upon all citizens. The Fourteenth have, have more inhabit'lnts than all North 
Amendment says all persons born in the and South America and Europe combined. 
United I:>tates are citizens. So tha t all Chi, In a few years they can throw into our 
namen hereafter born here are voters under country double our population and not miss 
the Fifteenth Amendment, no one will dis them, Then, if we open the door to their 
pute. But I say If you I. ass this Amend- free immigration, and the word sweads 
ment, th~n if a Chinaman cannot be, throughout that vast and effete empire of 
come a citizen and voter under the this new EI Dorado, of its wonderful re
present naturalization laws, how long would sources, of its salubrity of climate and fer
it take Congress to change them to permit tility of soil, of the gold to be plucked 
Chinese to vote? And who doubts that from the pregnant earth, to all of which will 
Congress would immediately? When this doubtless be addded a dazzling account of 
matter was up for consideration in the Sen- political power to be acquired, and what 
ate, a Senator of this coast attempted to will you see, sir? You will see pouring to 
amend it, so that under it Chinese could our shores fro:n the stagnant and overbur
not b ecome citizens; but he was not listened de ned cities of Asia a population as nu
to, That of itself, independent of the pro- merous as the sands of the sea, What 
fessions of Bill Stewal't and the balance of next? Let them come in such numbers, 
the leaders of the pal'ty, might seem enough and with their industry and thrift, which is 
to show their inten tions, But \vill this ben, as bootless to deny them as it is to deny 
efit us ? I say n o! that it will injure us mor- them utter destitution of moral principle, 
ally, politically and in every conceivable and they will soon become a power in the 
manner, I have said that virtue and in- land. Next, we would see country, religion, 
telligence should be the qualifications of power, the institutions bequeathed to us by 
our votel'S, Washington and Jefferson, sink into the 

Next in importance to that to insure our louthsome embrace of idolatry and pagan
perpetuity as a nation, is our homogeneous- ism. 
n ess. Dr, Draper, one of the profoundest Once, more in the world's history will the 
thinkers of this or probably any other age, great sun shine upon a §pectacle the sad
in speculating upon the probabilities of our dest ever seen upon tIie horror-stricken 
existence. regard:; this as the grand diffi- fields of earth-the extermination of liberty 
cultyof difficulties to overcome. He does in the Western World, the demoralization 
not intimate that with I'eference to the pa- of this proud R epublic, the altar of the 
gan races it ever can be overcome, but ad- Ever Living God supplanted by the beastly 
dresses hil1lself to the difficulties of ovel'- and the impious images of idolatry, and 
coming the differences that exist between we, the American people, the victims, the 
the various white races who come to our prey, of these barbarians, as in the olden time 
country, was Rome the prey of the Goth, the Van-

I say if ihis Amendment is passed, it will dal and the Hun-upon all that we love, 
introduce into our country an element dif- upon all that we revere, upon all that we 
fering with us so widely in race, color, cus- have fought for and for which a gallant an
toms and religion, that antagonisms and cestry reeled and fell in the red mire of 
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00m( ,"',m. Al,,,dy (if I h" th",,
thing, "Ichabod" will be written. Our tistic.· to show you) have white men been 
glory is gone, and forevermore ! dischll!f'ged from employment to give place 

Sir, from the h ideons contemplation of to the copper-colored worshippel' of Joss: 
snch a picture I turn in hOlTor and dismay , and alrllady-oh, shame that it can be said! 
and we who stand idly by and suffer this -have :vhite women of our country been 
foul est of consummations commit a crime expelle from these lighter employments in 
not paralleled by the Roman Emperors, which ' hinese are known to excel, such as 
WIlD fed Christianity to beasts of the arelll,s ; housework, sewing, cigar making, book 
r. crime which in the esteem of posteri ty b inding" etc., because the "boss" of some 
will blacken and in tensify as IU8trums, de- Chinese ,ompany agrees to furnish these 
cades and centuries 8h011l1"01I on. I am no pagans who will do the same work for less 
seer, topreoictanation'sdoom-noprophet, money. IExpelled, did I say? Yes, sir
as was h e who i uterpreted to Babylon's ter- ostracised, driven forth to starvation, to 
ror-stricken King the mystic characters on madness, p r to somet.hing worse. 
th e wall , and foretold the a nnihilation of Will these things be long suffered? Not 
an empire and the swoop of the Persian until you p urf!e the human heart of all feel
host; but, to my mind, athwart the cleal' ing of r eo entment for the authors of wrQng 
blue of our poli tical sky appear portents as sustained. ~ir , you have read of mobs and 
dread, signs as sinister and ominous as riots; yO); have read, while the blood cur
those which startled that guilty mouarch dIed in y ur veins and your cheek paled 
upon his throne, environed as he was by with horror, of the scenes enacted during 
prince and satrap, concubine and slave. the Fl'elWh Revo lntion , when the "sun's 
'IV e, as that sovereign, Lave degenerated eye had ~. sickly glare, and the world grew 
from the purity and simplicity of our au- faint wi,th h orror ;" when every day, for 
cestol's, have becom e voluptuaries and '1'101'- eighteen never-to-be-forggottenmonths, one 
shippers of fOods of gold, of iron, of stone hundred men, women and children met 
and of wood, and unless steps are t aken to theil' death by th e keen edge of th e gnillo
avert the danger, soon may be whispered tine's knife ; when liberty and equality" 
into au!" affrighted ears the appalling words: was the in sensate cry that came from a 
" Mene, m ene, tekel upharsin"-Thou ar t smging, brutalized mob of human beings, 
weighed in the balance and found wanting. as the executioner h eld forth to their fr('n
Sh,tll it be that wi th the freshening breezes zied gnze the head of the loveliest woman 
yon blue ocean wi ll soon be mingled, by our of h istory--its arteries spouting even into 
sufferance, that sonnd--the mOllrnfulest that their faces the blue blood of royal martyr
has "swept the fields of mortali ty" since the dam. 
sun went down on Romau liberty-the re- Agnin, sir , you have h eard of the mobs 
qu iem of freedom in the western h emis- of Baltim ore And the draft riots of New 
phere --the dirge of a dying R epublic? It York when men , as a l'edress for real 
devolves upon us to say. 'rhe responsibil- or irr:aginarv grievances, seeing themselves 
i ty is upon us and we cannot e\'ade it. torn from the bosoms of their famili es as 

I h ave in timated, H r. Speal<el', that we food for powder , in th eir fol ly aud mad
migh t be swallowed u p by this horde of ness took up arms to resist lawful Blithor
barbarism, if this measure becomes en- it.y; and you h ave h em'd of the bl'ead riots 
grafted u pon our Federal Constitution. of th e larger manufacturing towns of Eng
Either that will be our fate, or, when the land, and tb e crimes t.h ere enacted; of how, 
fruits of unlimited Chinese immigl'ation from the thronts of thousands of men, 
and Uhinese suffrage shall become manifest women and children , tbere went from eal·th 
-when the whi tes are driven from th e mar- to heaven a ceaseless, unavailing cry for 
ket places and th e marts of labor by the bread. brea d; of how, crazed, delirious from 
overwhel~ing competition of th ese Asiatics hunger and suffering, wo~au forgot h ~r 
-th en WIll come that most unrelentll1g of sex, man his duty to sOOle ty and to hIS 
wars-a war of races. And I lay i t down God; palatial houses and church es wm'e 
as a proposition n ot to be successfully gain- burned, and e:very concei vable crin~e com
sayed, that this country will ei ther becom03 mitted, until th e very demon of discord and 
Mongolian or remain Caucassian. Thel'e wrath seemed turn ed loose upon earth. 
can be no admixtm'e, no assimilation, no This, ]\1[1'. Speaker, migh t afJord us some 
amalgamation of those two races. Hence, warni ng of what will en. ue. These scenes, 
I bclieve, if this measure prevails, war will sir, r e-enacted iu am midst, will be the 
ensue . And it will not be an organized frllit s and glories of the success of the pet 
war, conducted in accordance with the ame- hobpy of radicR li sm-" ch eap labor. " 
liorating rules of civil ized warfare, but war Sir, as inevita bly as the dawn of to-mOl'
in its di rest, fiercest, bloodiest phase-war row's sun, let· th er e be a li tt le more pressure 
"until the tongueless caverns from th e in that clirection- - Iet the Mongolia.ns, be
crnggy hills cry havoc"-a war in which come a litle bit more numerous in am' 
the combatants shall be vast mobs of dis- midst . and more obtrusive-a li ttle mOl"e 
organized, ensanguin ecl, infuriated men and suffering and def"titutiou in the mnks of 
women . Already, sir, as I intimated a short our white laboring classes, and you will 
time since, h ave we. had a p relude to the see the very streets of your cities incarna-



I 

10 

dined with barbarian blood, Take ~eed, never to hope again , Pass this Amend1 
sir r adical, when that h our comes, le ;t t.he men t, and we fnrninh that probl em for fn
l'etributive wrath go beyond its im

tu
9diate ture ages to solve, The stabil ity of our 

cause, the degraded Pa~an, and WOl out a Government is now on tr ial. In the result 
bloody expiation upon his patr , n! A are centered th e hope and fears of the apos
persistent disregard by the COl,lsunner, the tIes of freedom and republicfrnism thl'ough
lordly possessor of iIlimitltble we~lth' of out the world , Is man capabl~f sel f gov
the plain rights and necessities of ae pro- emmen!? I s our past history a r ecord of 
ducer-a flagmnt defiance of the u clenia- valOl', of freedom and of patriot ism, or \\las 
ble rights of the white laboring c asses of it but a dream, hic1eous, bloody and fitful'? 
the country, may reproduce in thts land a Were Washington and Jefferson sages and 
state of Ilft'airs that the mdical and the statesmen, whose valor and genius were to 
pseudo-humanitarian would hardLy deem a emancipate mankinc1 from the domiuition 
titting cllmpensation for all of th,Jir labors, of " prince and p oten tate," (11' were they 

Mr, Speaker, I h ave done ; andJin conclu- but madmen and charlatans, whose fforts 
sian, wonld say that whil e I d not stand have simply encrimsoued the earth 's bosom 
here to aft'ect the l'ole of the political CIlS· with the blood of their victims and whose 
saadra, yet, holding myself h llnbly ac- names and memorie~ are to be execrated 
countable to the Great searcher ,of H eart.s and abhorred for ever and ever ? TheRe 
for the sincerity of my uttera1Jes, I. in questions will soon be answered , What 
this high presence, declare it to 'e my be- the response will be I will not attempt to 
lief that if this measme shall be ~ti lied by say, If hereafter, upon prope l' reflection 
the r equisite number of States, ' nd it be and umlerstanding of this matter, the peo
enforced in the spirit hitherto ul.1'eatened pIe shall delibenltely vote their indorse
by the radical party, and if Congr ,ss exer- ment of the doctrineR of this party, I know 
cises the power it thereby becomes 'nvestecl not what my indivic1ual course would be; 
with, as the leaders of teat party have but I feel now that wh en I shall see the 
promised, then, sir, as the hideous satur· vote of an intelligent white man counter

' nalia of blood to which I h ,\ve before ad- acted at the ballot box by the vote of a 
verted, the French R evolution, and as Eng- Chinaman, I shall deny being an American 
land, during the wildest excesses of Re· citizen, as I would deny the imputation of 
formation, have conHtituted problems defy~ dishonor or crime. But, sir, I may be per
ing the ability of the le!Il'lled and l'econdite mitted to hope that as our sleep has 
savans and philosophers of the earth to been long and deep, our wal<ing will be 
solve, so in the futlne will our posterity, as thorough and entire ; that the hour of re
they wonderingly and amazedly turn the vulsion is a t hand-is coming with a force 
red pages of our history, in vain ask them- that nothing can stny-with a force that is 
selves why and how it was tha t onr G-oV- I"SO stupendous that it can only be com
emment, in the short space of eight years, pared to the great ocean when it li fts itself 
fell from the loftiest hight ever befol'e trod beneath a darkened sky and a l'olling thun
by a people iuto a " depth of woe and darl<· del', and resists anything short of the Su
ness as infinite and profou nd as that preme Power, with an elemental force and 
murky clime to which Lucifer, the bright fury that defies the the petty expedients of 
Son of the Morning, fell in his eternal fall , carping man ," (Applause,) 
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