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INSIDE THE GATE, LUNA PARK

Luna Park, the “Heart of Coney Island,” encloses nearly forty acres of land, and is one of the favorite playgrounds of the citizens of Greater New York.

The
entrance is through a massive archway fronting on Surf Avenue. On the inside where were

. once stagnant pools of tide-water and ramshackle buildings are now

gorgeous pleasure palaces and broad promenades of cement permanently built on thousands of piles. During the past season over eight millions of admissions were
g

paid at the gate.
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A TYPICAL LUNA PARK CROWD

Every fine day this great resort is thronged with thousands of pleasure seekers of both sexes. Luna Park presents to their patronage an almost bewildering num-
ber of extraordinary and fantastic attractions in the form of marvelous spectacles, ingenious illusions or curious exhibitions of natural phenomena. Here many happy
hours may be spent in a style of diversion dear to the American heart, or in quietly enjoying the pleasure of others.




THE HELTER-SKELTER, LUNA PARK.
An amusing device which never fails to find its share of ardent devotees. The sides of the chute are polished as smooth as silk, and cannot tear any fabric, or
afford a hand-hold. Once started, the laughing victim shoots rapidly do_wn the incline, negotiates tl_w curves gracefully, and is deposited on the floor below as gent-
ly as a feather drops to earth from a passing bird. The Helter-Skelter is one of the busiest spots in Luna Park,
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THE WITCHING WAVES, LUNA PARK.
The extraordinary maneuvers of the patrons of this highly amusing and popular idea always interest a gallery of satisfied onlookers. The peculiar antics of the
vehicles caused by the undulating movement of the “waves’ is a perpetual source of joy to all concerned. The progress of each car or “boat” is punctuated with
the laughter of delighted women, or the encouraging shouts of friends and acquaintances.




e PROMENADES AND TOWERS, LUNA PARK
The wide promenades of Luna Park give ample opportunity for the comings and goings of the immense throngs which gather within its walls daily. The archi-
tecture of the Park embodies all that can be imagined in the way of bizarre and extraordi ¥

. 1 ¢ : . 1 nary effects, yet the ensemble of snow-white pinnacles and towers limned
against the blue firmament is wonderfully pleasing to thousands of eyes heartily tired of the brick, mortar and stone of the great city.




This famous ball room, boasting a_dancing surface larger than that of any similar institution

LUNA PARK BALL ROOM

cellence and for its peculiar adaptability to the special purpose for which it was constructed. Its use is free to the patrons of the Park.

Terpsichore;

an art ever leave Luna Park without having taken one or more turns on this celebrated floor.

at Coney Island, enjoys a world-wide reputation for superior ex-

Few devotees of the
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CHUTES AT LUNA PARK |
The toboggan cars travel with frightful rapidity down the steep incline toward the Lagoon in the center of the Plaza. It is a most exhilarating experience and |
the paraphernalia is so guarded with safety appliances that no accident has marred its perfect record as a popular pleasure device. From this point the towers,
pinnacles and minarets of Coney Island are reminiscent of some Oriental city.




THE LAGOON AT NIGHT, LUNA PARK

At night this magic city by the sea is brilliantly lighted by more than five hundred thousand electric lamps. The grounds are as light as noonday and the spectacular
illumination of the unique architecture affords a scene of grandeur and beauty. It is hard to say whether Luna Park is more beautiful by day or when sparkling

with a myriad electric lights.
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ILLUMINATED TOWERS, LUNA PARK
Upon the towers which rise in Luna Park the possibilities of electric lighting have received their fullest
development. Whether slender shaft, minaret or pagoda, they gleam and twinkle with the bright lamps
worked into every imaginable design in a profusion both lavish and artistic. Even the night sky takes on
a hue of turquoise blue from their brilliancy.




DREAMLAND AT NIGHT

Dreamland at night glows and sparkles with an electrical radiance from over a half-million lamps. For
thirty miles at sea, the tall Beacon Tower may be seen like a gleaming finger piercing the inky blackness of
the distant horizon. It is a marvelous fact that with all this profuse use of fire in electrical form, the
element has never escaped from the control of the corps of experts in charge.
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A VIEW OF THE PLAZA, DREAMLAND

Here an enormous sum of money has been expended to complete one

; > 3 _an of the most costl T

i The architectural scheme is dominated by an artistically executed Beacon tower, three hundred and sevegly-ﬁve feet high. No g:oxxeir:él:?:]e)nr;;:g:s
is less than fifty feet wide, and the enclosure will accommodate nearly three hundred thousand people. Many of the attractions in this splendid resort are housed in
structures exhibiting definite architectural merit.

3 Dreamland fronts on the ocean side of Coney Island.
in America.




THE LAGOON AND PLAZA, DREAMLAND

From the bridge which spans the Lagoon, a comprehensive view of the great enclosure of Dreamland may be obtained. The hippodrome course encircles the
waters inside of the broad promenade, while in the center rises the Beacon Tower. Marshalled about its beautiful proportions are the splendid structures whose fairy-
like architecture makes the resort so well deserve the appropriate name of Dreamland.




SHOOTING THE CHUTES, DREAMLAND

An exciting pastime which never appears to lose its novelty to the thousands of patrons of Dreamland. Boats freighted with laughing humanity are constantly
dashing down the incline, while hundreds of other spectators .g{ouped on the bridge or about the sides of the Lagoon in the center of the Plaza, enjoy the sight of
the boats ploughing their way through the foam. This thrilling amusement has always been immune from accident.




IRON STEAMBOAT LANDING, DREAMLAND PIER.

Coney Island is within pleasurable sailing distance of New York, and a big fleet of notably swift steamers ply regularly between the city and the resort. The
number of passengers handled daily would be considered large elsewhere, but on special days and Sundays the total reaches figures truly impressive. This trans-
portation service by water is in the hands of competent men, and has ‘been remarkably free trom shortcomings of any kind.




ENTRANCE TO “CREATION,” DREAMLAND
The striking entrance to the spectacle of “Creation” is one of the most impressive bits of architecture in Dreamland. “‘Creation” is housed under the largest dome
in the world, and its immense stage is completely equipped to tell the story of the birth of the universe. Here one is carried through scenes of grandeur depicting
the work of the Creator for six days of Evolution. The waters part, the earth arises, inanimate and human life appear. It is a, most beautiful allegorical tableau.




ENTRANCE TO “END OF THE WORLD,” DREAMLAND
“Creation” is this entrance to the wonderful spectacle of the ‘“End of the World,” according to the dream of Dante. The
a human forest is depicted as a background to this entrance. The spectacle is shown in two great auditoriums connected by
The action includes terrific volcanic erruptions and electrical effects. Over two hundred and fifty people

Scarcely less unique than the portal of
great Italian poet’'s weird conception of
subterranean passages—all elaborately decorated by Dore.
assist in the presentation.




DREAMLAND AIRSHIP
When the huge arms extending from the central column of this structure begin to revolve, the suspended airships move off in widening circles, traveling over six
hundred feet at each revolution. As the momentum increases, they are carried almost imperceptibly higher into i

! s 1 > Arri | the air, as a boy swings abont his head a stone
tied to a cord. The extent of the circle does away with all sensation of dizziness. The effect is the same as a straightaway air flight.
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A BUSY SECTION OF THE BEACH.
The beach restaurants of Coney Island make a specialty of serving meals in the open, and such is the democratic spirit of the resort that the sight of a party re-
freshing the inner man while in bathing costume neither shocks nor offends the sense of decorum in the slightest degree. Along the entire beach, everybody is
out for a good time, untrammelled by the ordinary conventions of brick-and-mortar life, and good-nature rules supreme.
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TWO FAMILIAR VIEWS AT CONEY ISLAND

Feltman’s “Ziz”" Hotel is a typical Coney Island edifice.
the resort.

The pier of the Iron Steamboat Company is one of the most permanent and best known structures at




WELL-KNOWN CONEY ISLAND ATTRACTIONS
The great swimming-baths of Coney Island are unequalled on the Atlantic Coast. The Old Mill on Surf Avenue is an attraction which offers as its special feature
an interesting boat excursion, following the winding course of a tiny river through a perfect reproduction of natural scenery, including grottos, caves and charming
landscapes in great variety. A distance of a thousand feet, presenting a panorama of several miles, is covered jn the space of three minutes.




BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF SEASIDE PARK FERRIS WHEEL

Showing Manhattan Beach, Brighton Beach, Parkaway Hotel and the Parkaway The Ferris Wheel is located in Steeplechase Park. The swinging cars afford all
Bathing Beach. the sensations of a balloon voyage and a bird’s-eye view of Coney Island. The
wheel is over four hundred feet in diameter.




SKY LINE AND BIRD'S-EYE VIEW OF CONEY ISLAND
The skyline of Coney Island has been transformed during the last few years and would hardly be recognized now by one familiar with its appearance ten years
ago. A bird's-eye view presents a bewildering mass of the towers, pinnacles, cupolas, etc., of the various attractions. The demand for something new makes the
view change more or less from year to year, since very little of the architecture is of a permanent character.




SURF AVENUE

Surf Avenue, the principal thoroughfare of Coney Island, is lined on both sides with the splendid entrances to the many amusement resorts, and with hotels and
restaurants, all catering to the transient public. Coney Island has updergone a marvelous transformation. It is now possible for every sort and condition of
people to find opnortunities for rest and healthful recreation and all without the expenditure of too much money.
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ANOTHER VIEW OF SURF AVENUE

The clean asphalted and paved streets, improved sanitary conditions, efficient police service, new iron piers and steamer landings and the general atmosphere of
freshness and tidiness impresses every visitor to the Coney Island of today. The old Coney Island, with its more or less objectionable features, has disappeared
forever. It is now a well-kept and well-ordered popular resort, equal to any on the Atlantic Coast.




THE PUBLIC BEACH

The opportunity to bathe in the Old Ocean is not the only attraction of the beach. Great crowds find rest and recreation in sitting on the sands and enjoying the
cool breezes, as they gaze across the sea at passing vessels. _To the children, the fine white sand itself offers limitless opportunities for pleasure and the happy young
architects are never tired of erecting ambitious castles and cities. Old and young alike leave this delightful beach with regret.




TWO VIEWS ON THE PUBLIC BEACH

howev c e attrac
owever much they may be attracted by the numberless spectacular amusements, never fail

The great throngs which visit Coney Island daily during the season,
The sands are fairly black with people every day. Thousands of bathers enjoy a dip in the cooling wat E
B g ers. very

to include a visit to the beach before their return.
precaution is taken to prevent the loss of life at this beach, and it has been remarkably free from pleasure-marring incidents



AN EXCURSION PARTY
bably more excursions run to Coney Island than to any other resort in the world. The place is accessible by several steamer and railroad lines,
cagrlflx;e oafrir'a);ngrti);lg four hundred and fifty thousand people to and from the beach daily. There

1 is nothing snobbish about Coney Island. It is a thoroughly !
democratic resort and everybody is welcome at any time, provided they find it possible to submit to the laws of ordinary good behavior.



A GROUP OF BATHERS
It is estimated that between eight and nine millions of people visit Coney Island between the opening and closing of the season. Coney Island crow
for unfailing good humor. They all seem to have come to the Island for an outing, either in the amusement parks or upon the ever»popxlars ﬁ:;c}:m:n?is ::e goted
mined to have a day of perfect enjoyment before returning to their ordinary tasks. ' € deter-




SURF AT CONEY ISLAND

During the summer months the waters do not break upon Coney Island beach with excessive violence, nor is the undertow strong. The long line of the shore
presents a pleasing picture as the ranks of waves roll in to successively break in white foam as far as one can see. In the winter, however, the surf is very destruc-
tive, and many of the structures on and near the beaches have been seriously damaged at times by its action.
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