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PREFACE. 

No, TUIE has been spared, nor labor or expense avoided, 

in preparing this History of l\Ionongalia County. Unex­

pected difficulties in the way of obtaining some ~nfol'mation 

essential to the book, and a spell of sickness, has prevented 

its completion at the time contemplated by the author. . 
The Biographical Sketches have been principally writtell 

by friends of the subjects of the sketches. The author is 

indebted to others for the general history of the l\Iound 

Builders and the Indians, the latter part of the chapter 

on Political, History, and that section of the l\Iilitary 

History entitled " The Civil lVm'." 

Thanks are l'eturned to all who have furnished infor­

mation, but the number is too large to receive individual 

mention. 
S. T. ,Yo 

Morgantown, IJecemom' 1, 1883. 





INTRODUCTION. 

To WRITE the history' of l\Ionongalia County from its 
creation by legislative enactment in 1776, down to the 
recorded events of the present,-and confine the work to 
the limits of the present territory of the county,-to gather 
a large portion of the events of this history from scant 
records and imperfect sources,-is an undertaking of no 
small degree. While it unavoidably possesses considerable 
to make it a wearisome task, it also necessarily contains 
much to render it a work of pleasure. 

In attempting to some extent the investiture of this 
history with the interest that naturally belongs to it, we 
shall seek to trace the assembling of its first civil courts for 
near twenty years beneath the walls of the frontier fort. We 
shall endeavor to chronicle the existence and mark the 
course of two great parties on its soil, struggling for civil 
supremacy 'over its no~·thern sweep of territory. \Ve shall 
record the fraternizing of these hostile factions in the com­
mon war waged by the colonies against England, and call 
especial attention to the noble spirit of patriotism aroused 
by the openibg thunders of the Revolutionary struggle. 
We shall seek to notice briefly the attempted Tory revolt in 
the l\Ionongahela Valley, that one dark spot upon an other­
'wise bright Reyolutionary page. "\Ye shall try to pass 
carefully oyer the closing struggles of the \Yhite Race and 
the Red Warriors of the forest, for a land crimsoned with 
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the blood of the slain. We shall examine what little can be 
found of the Whiskey InsulTection, with a yiew to divorce 
it from tradition and preserve it from oblivion. We shall 
next attempt to trace the progress of the county, ~oticing 
its stages of growth and giving attention to its few acces­
sions and many losses of telTitory, and the influences 
tending to r~tard its advance, up to the days of the late 
Civil 'Yare 'Ye shall endeavor to give the position the 
county occupied and the part it took in that great struggle. 
We shall attempt the record of its progress since the war, 
and the efforts made to place :Monongalia in the front rank 
of the counties of West Virginia-a rank the county is 
justly entitled to by her immense material resources; by 
her educational advantages, commencing in a county graded 
school system and culminating in the State University 
situated upon her territory, with its departments of law and 
medicine; by her religious standing, sustained by churches 
in every community, and by an intelligent county press, 
wielding a IJotent influence for the public weal and con­
tributing to the high moral character the county has 
abroad for peace [I.nd good order. 

To write this history, treating of the living as well as of 
the dead, is a delicate task. To wI'ite this history, making 
a faithful pl'esentation of facts, may not render it acceptable 
to the extreme enthusiastical, too prone to over-exalt; or 
the over critical, too liable to under-estimate. 

To ""'ite this history intelligently, it is necessary to trace 
the territory of Monongalia under the jurisdiction of Orange 
and Augusta counties; chronicling under Augusta the de­
struction of its first attempted settlement by the l'ed demons 
of the forest, the planting of its first permanent settlements, 
the growth of population till sufficient to warrant the erec­



7 INTRODUCTION. 

tion of a new county, called Monongalia, with a sweep of 
territory ample to constitute a State, upon which since have 
been born and lived men of national fame-Andrew Stew­
art, John L. Dawson, Philip Doddridge, "Stonewall" 
Jackson, James G. Blaine, and a host of others, who have 
won honorable mention in the history of t~e American 
Republic. Virginia gave to Pennsylvania the northern 
portion of the territory of ~lonongalia, including nearly all 
of the wonderful Connellsville coking region. After this if; 
must be related that ~lonongalia yielded portion after 
portion of her fairest territory, until to-clay she retains but 
a mere fragment of a territory once magnific-ent in its 
proportions. 

Associated with the history of the pl:esent territory of 
l\lonongalia under the rule of the \Vh~te Race, comes up 
the history of its occupation by the Reel lUan, and its 
previous habitation by the Mound Builders, thus making 
its history divisible int~ three periods, namely: 1. the 

Aboriginal or ]found Builders,. 2. Savage or Indian " 3. 

Oivilized 0)' IVhite Race. 
The pioneer-stock of the Great 'Yest, for oyer oighty 

years, has (hawn largely of its numbers from the green hills 
of ~Ionongalia. 

i\lonongalia! the age of the Republic numbers thy years! 

nlonongalia, mother county of Northern 'Vest Virginia! five 
generations sleep in thy cemeteries, and thousands of lOlting 
lwarts, the Great Republic over, cherish· thee fondly as 
the lal1(l of their birth and th~ home of their fathers. 

R. T. 'V. 



ERRATA. 

Notwitlu5talldiug that great care has been taken to avoid mis­
takes in the preparation and printing of this book, and that it was 
hoped to ll.yoid this heading entirely (though it is quite seldom that 
such is done in works of this class), yet the comparatively short 
tim€' in which the- book had to be written, and the immense num­
ber of dates and proper names handled, have allowed a few errors 
to creep in and pass unnoticed till in print. The reader is kindly 
reque~ted to correct the following before reading: 

ra.ge :'~l, last 11ne, tor" Lancpster" read Lancast{'r. 
104, ~[onongaHa road, not North-western pike, passed by Smithtown. 
lOG, line 2.1, tor" 188:J" read 18=:1.'3. 
12>, Brandonvllle and Morgantown pike, see pp. 53i-8. 
Hi, line i, for "[.John]" read [WilHam] . 

• 1:-)(), 11ne 29, tor" Sine" read Line. 
~~, Taylor County bound,> Monongalia on the north-east-mlstake made by con­

&Ult111g detective map of the State. 
~{',O, 11ne \1, for" Capt •• James Thompson," r('ad G. Thompson.
!om, la.,t line, for " 1R~," reaI1188'1. 
28!1, line H. for" CI•.\RK" read CJ..\RKE. 

:;0.'3, vote Of l~,l tor House or Delegates, see p. '{is. 
3:-,;}, lIne 2.i, tor" (;('neral DanIel," read David. 
411, liue 20. aIHl p. 4:?'2, Hne :J, J. S. Rtewart, see p ...4. 
4$, line:'. for ,. Mr. )Iorgan" read 1011'. I1otTman. 
52'2, Uu!' 1'1. tor" or" r('ad nnll.· 
rJ8..1~\ tor" Kt'lley "rend Kelly. 
Cit, line :!'l. nnd p. 6,4, Hne 20, tor" son " read grandWn. 
«)80, Hnt> 1, lor "node" read Hude. 
(i'H, linp IIi. Gas.".)nls In the Sixth InMend of the FITht (constabulary) Dbtrlct. 
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CHAPTER I. 


THE ~IOUND BUILDERS. 


Di:.;covery of America-The l\Iound Builder:.;-Origin, 'Vork:.;, anti 

Fate-l\Iound \Builder8 in l\Ionongulia-Oecupation of the 
County for Hunting PurpmleH-Trac>eH and Uelic:;. 

I'.r '~Y.-\.S on the 12th of October, 1492, tlwt the 'Yesterll 
world revealed itself to the wondering eyes of Christopher 

Columhus. The discovery of a continent so large that it 
may be said to have doubled the hahitahle world, is an event 

so grand and interesting that nothing para.llel to it can eVe!' 
occur again in the history 'of mankiud. Before this America 

had been known to the harbarous trihes of em~tern Asia. for a 
thousa~ld years. Iceland was discovered about A. D. 860, aJl(l 
colonized hy the X ol'wegians. A1Jont ;")0 or 100 yenrs later, 

the ~mllle people plnnted colonies in Greenland. In 1001, 
:111 I('plallder, sailing to Greenland, was driven far to the 

2 
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south-west, where he saw a level, wooded country. Retul'n­

ing home, he gave an account of his adventure. This 
induced Lief, the son of the founder of the Greenlancl 
colony, to undertake a voyage to the new country. Sailing 
with Bjorn, and after touching at two other places, they, 

after some days, came to a country having trees loaded with 
. fruits on the banks of a river.· Here they spent a w~ter. 
Finding wild vines growing, they called the country Vinland. 

A colony wus planted, which remained for years. They 

traded with a people who came ill leathern boats. Of dwarf­

ish size, they called them Skl'aelinfl8. These were the 
Esquimaux. The seat of' this colony was about the 41st 

l)arallel of latitude, and the actual latitude of Rhode Island. 

There seems, therefore, no reasonable doubt that the north­
eastern portions of America were ,fmniliarl); known to the 
Norwegians as early as the Eleventh Century.~~ 

But the colony disappeared, and the discovery seems not 

to have awakened the attention of eith~r statesmen or phi­
10sophers; and so it was that when Columbus l)lanted the 

imperial hanner of Spain on the soil of the New 'Yorld and 
beside it placed the cross of Christian civilization, it was as 

if a great curtain had rolled up from the western world of 

wate~'s. 

The Re,l .J.lfen whom Columbus found here were not the 

primitiYe inhabitanb;. An ancient race, entirely distinct 

from the Indians, possessing a certain degree of civilization, 
once inhahited the central IJortion of the United States. 

They m'e known as the Mound Builders. Of their origin, 
their llistory, and 'of their fate, we hase first, supposition, 

next theory from relics, and then speculation, and that is all. 

4 IEncyclopredla Britannica, 9th ed., Yol.l, art. ,lmerica. 
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The weight of scholarship is to the opinion that all man­
kind descended from one primitive pair, and that varieties 
of form, stature and complexion in the human species, aro 
modifications produced by external causes. The Mound 
Builders, most probably, were of Asiatic origin. They were 
here ages ago. They may have c~'ossed over Behring's Strait, 
or coasting along the Aleutian Islands found their way here. 
Their works are founel in New York; thence westwardly 
along the soUthe1~l shore of Lake Erie, through Michigan 
to Nebraska on the west, anel as fal: as Isle Royal, and 

'the northern and southern shores of Lake Superior, 011 the 
north. From this line they extend to the Gulf of l\Iexico. 
They occur in great numbers in Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Illinois, 'Yisconsin, l\Iissonri, Arkansas, Texas, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Georbria, and Florida. In 
less numbers they are found in the Carolinas, western New 
York, Pennsylvania, the Virginias, l\Iichigan, Iowa, and 
the ~Iexican Te1~·itory. Some authorities say in Oregon 
and other regions of the far 'Yest. In choosing this vu'st re­
gion, consisting of a system of plains, "ith its numerous 
rivers and perfect system of 1utYigation, the Mound Builders 
showed great foresight and wisdom.~~ 

Their works are divided into two general classes, viz.: 
Enclosures and Mounds. These embrace a variety of works, 
diverse in form, and designed for different PU11)oses. 

The Enclosures may be sub-divided into two classes: De­

fensive and Sacred. They are characterized bybeing bounded 
by embankments, circumvallations, or walls, and all syllllnet­
rical in form. The defensive enclosures were alwaYH situated 
on well chosen hills, and their avenues guarded with 
consummate skill. On the otller hand, the sacred enclosures 

• Tile llound Builders. By J. P. lIneLean. 
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are found on level'river bottonis; seldom upon table-htrids. 

The Mounds, which were l'ound, oblong, and~ pyratllidal, 
lllay l)e divided into four classes: Temple, Altar 01', Sac­
rificial, Effigy or Symbolical, and Tomb 01' Sepulcllral. 

Besides these, there are others which admit of no classi­
fication. A d~ssertation, upon the uses_ of these Mounds, 
their various forms, the hl,rge .dimensions 'of many of them, 

and the great labor expended in their erection, cannot be 

indulged in a work of this charactel'. 

Nor can we dwell upon their works of art, their knowledge 

of mining, their advancement ill the sciences, the proba­
bility, or rather improbability, of their possessing a ,n'itten 
language, nor their degree of' civilization, their religion, 

govel'ulllent, and numerous other topics of interest to the 

archreologist. 

There are lllany facts which lend supp()rt to the view that 

the }!ound Builders inhabited this country ages ago. Davi(l 

Cusick, an educated Indian, states an Indian tradition 

assigning the ~Iound Builders back twenty-two centuries 

before the landing of Columbus. That they were denizens 

of America for a very long time is certain. , 
It is evident also that they were expelled from the country 

uow forming the United States. The invaders came from 

the north, and drove the ~Iound Builders to the sOlIthY 

Leaying this country, theJmost prohablysettled in l\Iexico. 

According to most prnniolobrists their t~l)e of sku~l is that of 

.. _\ curIom; traclttlon ot the present Iroquois records that when tile I,PII/II T.pl/np;, 
the COllunon ancestol'b of the Iroquois and other tribes, advanced from the north-west 
to the )IISSlsslppl, they {ouml on Us eastern side it great nation more elvlllzecl than 
themselves who llved In tortltlecl towns and cultlvated the ground. 'rliis people at 
tlrst granted the Lenni Lenuplleave to pas.'1 through their terrttorIes to seek an eaf:>t­
ward settlement, but treacherously attacked them while cro~1ng tlle river. This 
conduct gave rise to Inveterate ho~tlllUes, that tennlnated In the extermination or 
hubjugatlon or their opponents, and the e!oltubllshment or the red nH'n In theM! regions. 
-r:jj('/ll. Ddt., rol. 1. p. li!l'l.. . 
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the Toltecan family; and there are other evidences that the 
Mound Builders were the original Toltecan race, which set­

tled in l\Iexico at an early date. ,It is, however, impossible 

to tell wVether they were the original. Nahoas, who emi­

grated int~ l\'Iexico before the Christian Er~ from the north, 

or the Toltecs, who came later. 

Traces of the l\Iound Builders In l\Iollongalia County 
were none, too plain when the first settlers came. The~· 

were not interested much in antiquities, and would not 

stop long to examine any trace of camp, grave or fort, to de­

termine whether it was Indian or not. North of l\Ionongalia 

the, l\Iound Builders existed in strong numbers. They 

passed up Cheat River, and were in Preston County. Near 
Pt. l\imion, but a short distance from the ten-itory 'of 

l\Ionongalia, is a mound undoubtedly erected by them. 

Some bones found in graves of stone along Cheat River, 

sO,me years ago, frOIil the description given by those who 

have seen them, indicate the dead to have heen l\Iound 

Builders. The desCliption of other bones found on the 
head waters of Dunkarcl answers to that given of the 
Mound Builders. 

The Mound Builder had a long, narrow head, with low 

sloping forehead, long narrow face, and short heavy bones, 

indicating a race not generally tall, hut heavy and muscular. 

Some darts and arrow-heads of superior workmanship, 

found in different places in the count)·, unquestionably 
indicate the presence mul temporary oecupntioll of 

Monongalia' as a. hunting ground hy them. At the mouth 
of nearly every creek along the 1\Ionongahela RiYPl' are 

found traces of pottery in connection with tlw rpmains 
of Indian villages. Now, the use of charcoal ill the 
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manufacture of this pottm'y, which is plainly revealed, 

indicates that the Indian here in Monongalia copied the 

work of a previous and superiOl· artizan, as no traces of 
charcoal exists in ~onnection with the Indian's woHr in 

tenitory not formerly occupied by the l\Iound Builder. 
A stone jar some years ago, it is asserted, was found in a. 

stolle-pile grave, and when the stone lid was removed, a. 

very faint odor resembling sassafras was perceiyed~ This 
grave was flaid to have been on a high hill between Crooked 
Run ancl the Monongahela River. If such was the case, no 
Indian had anything to clo with placing it in the "grave. 
Lapse of years, has obliterated nearly, all traces of the 
nlound Builders' occupn.tion. How long they were here, 

and why they left, no one knors. Undoubtedly they 
shm'eel the COmlllOn fate of their mysterious race. Coming 

years lllay dispel the d::n'kness that obscures them now, or 
mn.y lea,ve them embalmed in oblivion to the end of time. ' 



CHAPTER II. 

INDIAN OCCUPATION. 

Origin of the American Indians-Theories Held-l)robable A~iatic 
Origin-Indians in Monongalia-Six Nations, proprietorH­

Delawares and Shawnees, tenants-'Var-patlul-Pottery and 
RelicH-Buffalo Pond-" Pictured Rock." 

",VELL says a recent "\Yl·iter (in Encyclopaedia Britannica), 
that' "the 6rigin of the populations of America is a problem 

which has yet to be solved." The Indians, a race of dark­

skin hanters, succeeded the primitive -inhabitants, the 
:\Iound Builders or "First Americans.";:' Of their origin 

many theories have becn advanced. 'Ye mention first (but 

not, however, because it is most probable) the doctrine of 

that school which holds to the theory that man was evolve(l 

oribrinally from several centres. Ali before remarked, the 

weight of scholarship favors the doctrine, that all raccs of 

men are the descendants of one primitive pair. 

Perhaps the most probable theory of the origin of the 
In(lians is that it is Asiatic. Many of their tr~(litions favor 

this theolT' Another argument in its favor is that the 

b'l'alllmatical affinitY"- of all the Indian languages, constitu­
ting the sixth or American group of languages, both in 

• SOme Iluthorltiffi hold that between the time of the llound nullc1ers amI tile 
Indians, a I"Jce known n!i the" VlUngen!" occupied celt.'.ln districts of thL~ country; 
and RUll there is yet lUlother theory to be mt'ntioned: Since the period of the 
VllllIgers nnd before the n(IYent of the Indians, it L~ held tlHtt another I".lce exl'ited 
here. . 

t Surs Prot. Whitney or Yale College, In hls work OIL lAtll!llln!lt' Olld till' ~ll((lfl of 
/.(W!I'l(f!1t', p_ 3t6: "It i'i the confident opinion or lIngulltUc MCholal'l4 that II fundllmen­
tal untty Ues nt the baM or tl108e infinitely yarylng formH of Hpeecll [of the Amel1can 
Indl:ms]; that they may be, llnd prob.lbl)' are, nil d~enrj('{l from U Hingle plU"ent 
11llIgWlge." 

http:celt.'.ln
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Ilrinciple of formation' and grammatical consti-uction, hears 

n strong resemblance to the Tartar or third group of 

languages, which is one of the two great language-f<tlllilies 

of the l\Iongolian l'ace. 

Of the time of their coming and the manner of theh 

occupation, we know nothing. ""\Yhether they, driving the 

1\loun<1 Builders from their homes here, advanced upon their 

l'etreating footsteps, or whether they fOllnd the cOllntry 

unoccupied, we know not: 

""\Ylw,t tribes inhabited l\Ionongnlia? Jef1'er8011 in his 

"Notes" ,divided the Algonquin Indians of Virginia into 

foul', hranches, one of whicl~ was the l\Iassowomees, who 

inhabited west of the Alleghany l\Iountains.' Jefferso11 does 

llot state of what tri1?e:'i this ~lassowon~ee Confederacy was 
composed. 

The first white traden.;, who came several ye,tUB before the 

first settlers, found the Indians in the ~Ionongtthela Vap-ey, 

to consist of the Delaware ,and Shawnese tribes with a few 

hands of Iroquois _0r Mingoes originully from New York. 

They fOllnd that theRe Ill(linns had all their permanen~ 

settlenle~ltH 01' villages within a few miles of Pittsburgh. 

From time to time, hunting parties went from these settle­

Inents up the Monongahela ,River, ,and hatl temporary 

yillages or hunting-camps in what is 110W. l\Ionongalia 

Co{tnty. One of these camps Wu.s below, Hamilton, and 

another was on Cobun's Creek, and, judging from its ruim~ 

ItS descrihed by enrly settlers, it must huve heen of cOlH;id­

erable size. 

The Huron Il'oquois or Six Nntions were the owners of 

the l\Ionongahela Yalley. They we~e the bY}'eat war-n-ation 

of the Illtlinn race, und, nfter plnnting ~hemselYes ill New 

York on the great water-ways to the, ocean and the gulf, 
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waged a war of suhjugation and extermination agaim;t 

l\:indred nations with wonderful snccess. The Delawares, 

th.e great nation. of tho A~gonquin family, fell before them 
in the east, and, with the Shawanese, came west in 1713, 
and inhabited this country as tenants of the Six Nations. 

It is a ~om~lOn supposition that the Ill{li~ns inhabiting 
this country traveled by tIle sun, the moss on the trees and 
the stars. In extreme cases they did, and 'were 'enabled to 
travel great distances by these means; yet they had their 

) , 

roads from village to vil1age and from point to point, as we 

have our roads from place to place. Judge Veech says: 

"They had tl\eh trails or patlll;; as distinctly marked as our 
county and State roads, and often b~tter located." Several 

of these Indian paths. or highways passed through the 
county. 

Cata1l'ba JJ(lJ·-]~tfh.-Running from New York, this 

great path or trail came through Fayette, County, ~enna., 
and crossed Cheat River at the month of Grassy Run; 

thence, passing south through the county, it l'ml to the 

Holston River. Over this trail the Six Nations tl'aveled to 

attack 'the southel~ tribes living ill the CnroIina~, Geor::,rin 

and Tennessee. 
lJl~1'}'io7' JJrmwh.-This was a trihutnry path that -stnlCk 

from the {,'re'at trail, just mentioned, in Fayette County, and 

crossed Cheat River at 1tIcFal'lmHl's; then 11ussetl over the 

l\'Ionollgahela an(l'up the valley of Dunkard Creek. From 
Dunkard, it passed over to and down Fish Creek, fiud then 

through southern Ohio into Kentucky. 

EllI'<iel'll lj·ail.-This path came from the Ohio, probably 
by the way of Fish Creek, down Indian Creek, and, crossing 

th~ Monongahela, i'an up 'Yhite Dtly Creek. Passing 

through Preston County, it kept on to the South Brat.lCh (of 
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the Potomac). Over it most- lik~ly came the band that 

murdered the Dunlmrds. Over it passed .the war-parties 

that made forays against the Indians of eastern Virginia. 

Over it traveled the Ohio Indians who harassed the South 

Branch settlements, and over it came the band that mur-: 
del'ed John Greene in 1788Y The location of these paths 

beyond their general direction is now impossible. With a 

generation past it is buried, and nothing can be found 
preserving it. The scarceness of Indian villages, showing 

signs of .permanent location for any great length of 

time, shows that the Indians used the county mainly as a 

favorite hunting ground. ,Vherever their ~'illages were 

situated is found a black earth, filled with burnt mm;cle 

shells, traces of white-wash clay and'charcoal, showing their 

process of making pottery, pieces of which are found in the 

saUle earth. 

A mile or so froin Stewarttown is the'" Buffalo Pond," a 

long narrow hollow with high rocky sides running back 

froUl Cheat River and terminating in a witlllO or 12 feet 

high. It is asserted that the Indians used this as a trap fo~ 
buH'aloes, They drove the hison up into it from the river, 
and then shot them, 

Indian stone-pile b'1.·aves were some years ago to be founel 

all over the county, but are now scarce. The stone of 

which they were composed IUl.Ye been hauled away. 'Vhen 

opened an Indian skeleton was generally found, and, some­

times with it, a tomahnwk, pipe, beads or some other 
ornament.' 

The" Pictured Rock,:' nbout four or five miles from Mor­

gantown, is now 80 covered and overgrown that deciphering 

• lIl!o;tory ot Preston count~~, W. Vn., pp. 44 nnd 2:..l1. 
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its rude engraved figures, cut hy the Indians, IS a very 

difficult task. Yeal's ago they were clearly discernihle, ancl 
Howe, in' his history of Virginia, says ,at page 382 : 

"On the plantation of Henry Hamilton there is a large flat rock, 
about 150 feet long and 50 wide, with numerous engravings of ani­

mals, well executed-such as panthers of full ~ize, buffalo-tracks, 

horse-tracks, deer-tracks, turkey-tracks, eels, fish, women large as 

life, human-tracks, otters, beavers, snakes, crows, eagles, wild cats, 

foxes, wolves, raccoons, 0POSSUlllS, bears, elks, etc," 

. An Indian burial place. was discovered years ago, near 

Smithtown, under an overhanging cliff of rocks: 
,Ve shall now pass on to chronicle the advent of the race 

which dispossessed the Indian of the wooded hills and 

valleys of l\Ionongalia. 



CHAPTER III. 


l\IONONGALIA UNDER ORANGE. 

1734-1738. 

CI'oHsing of the Blue Ridge by Spotswood-Orange County Erect­
ed-Settlements 'Vest of the Blue Ridge-Erection of Prederick 
and Augusta CountieH. 

FOLLOWING the l\Iound Builder, the Indian, in turn, was 
Tsucceeded b5 the 'Vllite l\Ian. 

The Blue Ridge, in 1716, constituted the western boundm'y 
of civilization, In that year it was crossed by the accom­
plished and scholarly Col. Alexander Spotswood, Governor 
of the Colony of Virginia, In l'ecognition of this service, 
the King of Ellglan(l Inade him a Knight, and sent him a 
golden horse-shoe bearing the inscription, "Sic Jurat tJ'aJl8­

cedel'e 1/wlltes"-Thus he swears to cross the mountains. 
In 1634-, Virginia was divided into eight shires, and among 

other counties erected from them, were King and QueeJ.~ 
(1691), Essex (1692) and King 'Villiam (1701). From por­
tions of these three counties, in 1720, a cOlmty was formed 
and called Spotsylvania (to exist from l\Iay 21, 1721) in 
llOnor of Col. Alexander Spotswood. The county was di­
,ided in 1730 into two parishes, called respectively St. 
George and St. Marks. 

Four years later, in 1734, an act~~ was passed for the 
tlhision of Spotsylvania County as follows (to take effect 
January 1, 1735): "And all thut territory of land, adjoin­
ing to, and above the sahl line (between St. George and St. 
Marks) bounden southerly, by the line of Hanoyer County, 

.. I1enlng's Statutes at Large, Vol. lY" p. 4:-,0. 
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northerly, by the gI'ant of Lord Fairfax, and westerly by the 
utmost limits of Virginia, be'thenceforward erected into one 
distinct county, and be called and known by the county of 
Orange." Thus St. Marks liecame Orange County, name(l 
in honor of 'Yilliam Pl'ince' 'of Orange, afterward King of 
England. Howe in his' Historical Collections of Virginia, 
page 417, says that the name of Orange was given it 
from the col.or of 'the soil in one part of ~he county. 

The settlement of the white l'ace west of the Blue Ridge 
was pioneered by colonists n'om Pennsylvania and Maryland, 
who entered the Valley of Virginia by way of Harper's 
FelTY. ' TI~ese settlements wm'e so numerolU; in 1738 that 
the portion of Orange west of the Blue Ridge was erected 
into two counties, Frederick and AUb'usta, so named in 
honol' ,of Fredel'ick Pl'ince of 'Vales, heir-apparent of the 
tln'one, and his highly esteemed consort, Augusta of Saxe­
Gotha, who died young and sincerely iamented by the En­
glish nation. In Goldsmith's works the piece entitle(l 
"Tlll'enodia Augustalis," was wlitten as a monody on her 
death. 

Frederick County embraced the northern part of the 
Valley, with 'Yinchester as its county-seat. Augusta com­
prised tl~e southern part of the Valley, and emhraced all the 
remainder of Virginia westward of the'Blue Ridge. Its 
county-seat was Staunton. 



CHAPTER IV. 


1\IONONGALIA UNDER AUGUSTA. 

1738-1775. 

Territory of Augut;ta County-The Ohio Company-Attempts to 
Settle the Country-The Eckarlys-Tholl~t;ts Decker and his 
Colony :l\furdered-First Permanent Settlement-Virginia Col­
ony under the Morgans-Pioneers from 1769 to 1774-Murder of 
Bald Eagle-Dunmore's 'Var-Stockad,e Forts and Block­
Houses-Old Roads. 

AUGUSTA COUNTY was created by an act passed in November, 
1738. It declared, "That all that 'territory and tract of 

land, at present deemed to be a part of the county of Or­
ange, lying on the north-west side of the top of the said 
{Blue Ridge] mountains, extending from thence northerly, 
westerly, and southerly, beyond the said mountains, to the 
utmost limits of Virginia, be separated from the rest of the 
said cOlmty, and erected into two distinct counties and par­
ishes; to be divided by a line to be run from the head 
spring of H~dgman River to the head of the river Potow­

mack said territory lying on the other side 
(northwest) of the ~aid line, beyond the said Blue Ridge, 
shall be one other distinct county, ana parish; to be called 
by tl1e name of the county of Augusta, and pmish of 
Angusta."* 

Angustat at the time of its fOl'mation emhl1aced the 
southern lln.rt of the Valley of Virginia, and all the vast 
stretch west of this Valley. To-clay its tel'litol'Y complises 
four States and over forty counties of 1Vest Virginia . 

.. V HenIng, p. 't9. 
t llay 1, Ii;"», a part or Augusta was added to Frederick, anci lIampsblre was 

taken from Augusta amI Frederick. Xov., 1769, Botetort wus taken from Augusta. 
Tllese losses or t('rrltory, bowewr, did not effect tbe terrltory or llonongalla. 
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~Ionongalia County, as a part of the territory of Augusta, 
was an unbroken wilderness. For ten years no attempt was 
made by Engli~h-speaking people to possess the soil of the 
Monongahela Valley. Thomas Lee~~ a member of the Royal 
Council of Virginia, in 1748, projected the formation of the 
Ohio ·Company, which was chartered by George II. in 
March, 1749. . FiYe hundred thousand acres of land was the 
grant to be taken up on the Ohio between the l\Ionongahela 
and Kanawha I'ivers. Two hunched thousand aCl'es wel'e to 
be taken immediately and held ten years free from quit-rent 
or tax to the King. The Ohio Companyt was to bling 
out one. hundred families, and build a fort to protect them, 
within seve~ years. The object' of the Company was to 
settle these lands and wrest the Indian trade from the 
Imnds of the Pennsylvanians. This grant embraced a 
portion of the territory of l\Ionongalia. The Company 
atteInpted to s~ttle its lands "ith 200 Gel'man emihTl'ants 
from eastern PennsylYania, but the collection of church 
I'ates from dissenters by the Episcopacy of Virginia 
deterred them. 

The next effort made to possess the soil of Monongalia 
was l)y the Colony of Virginia. In Feln'ltary, 1752, the 
House of Burgesses offered any Protestant who would 
settle in Augusta County, west of the ri<lge, on the waters 
of the l\Iississippi, ten years' exeml)tion from IHlhlic, county 
and pmish levies. In November, 1753, the exemption 
was extended to fifteen years, ending in 1769. Braddock's 
defeat in 1755 stopped settling until 1763. 

• Ems's History ot Fayette county, Penna. 
t The charter members were Thomas Lee, )Ir. Hanbury, of London, L'lwrence 

nnd John A. Washtn~,.·ton (brothers of George Washington), nnd ten otherM or Virginia 
nnd l\larylaml. Brnddock's deteat tn 1700 put a 8tOP to the Ohio Company's operntlons. 
In 1760, Col. George llereer was sent to Englund to revive the com puny. He met with 
varying SUCCe8S untn the UevoluUon killed the project. 
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Up to the J~ear 1753 w~ have nothh~g to S]lOW t1~at a white 

man had ever set foot on the soil of l\Ion~ngt?'lia. About 
that year, Dr. Thon~as Eckarly and his two In'others, from 
eastern Pennsylva~ia, sought a home in the wilderness to 
avoid military duty, they believing all war to, be w).'ong. All 
frontier history agrees with an, account given o~Ter fo~·ty 
y~ars ago in the .11f.ltional Intelligence}', which stated that 

they camped in south-weste~'n Pennsylvania on the wat,ers 
of n stream which they called Dunkanl' Creek, "(which name 

it bears to-day,) and then removed to and settled on Cheat 
River in Virginia, where they were 'murdered by, Indians. 

As the Eckarlys ascended the sheam up911 wluch they ha(l 

cnmped, Ol~e hundred and thirty years ago, their gaze must 
llave fallen upon tlle vast forest region 'of l\Ionongalia. 

Such' a rehTioll the)· foresaw possessed too ma~lY advantages 

to remai11 long c unsettled, and as they sought solitude, they 
turned hack. Strange explOl'ers wer~ they, indeed, to turn 
awaJ from a country because it was too inviting! Yet such 
were the Eckarlys,~~ the first white lllen who ever trod upon 

th~ soil of l\Ionongalia. They left their camp and went to 
the Dunkard Bottolll (in 'rhat is -now Preston County), 

where two of them were killed by Indians, a year or so later. 

The Eclmrlys were the first explorers of the TIpper l\Ionon­
gahela Vallt>y-the first discoverers of ~Ionongalia County, 
Hll(l were the first white settlel's lllurdered by Indians west 
of the AlleglHlllies of which we have any account. 

This murder was the opening scene of the h"l'eat tragedy 

* Withers's Chronicles or 11or<1er Warfare states that they settle<I 011 Cheat mver, on 
the DunlamI Ilottom [namell after them}, that th£'y '\'\"'£'re Dunkartls amI Ih"etl here 
[two mUes !'Outh-east of the site of ]\]ngwood, Prehton County] n year 01' two. Hun­
lling out of snIt anll ammunition, Dr. 'l'homa!'> Eclml'ly followed a path lea<Ung eaM,.. 
warll, to procure n supply. ~\t "Fort Pleasant he was blopped us a spy sent out hy the 
Indians. Ills story or being settled was not bel1eved, amI an armed guan.l accompanle<t 
him back, They found his ea bill in af>hes, amI the mutllated bo<l1es of hl~ two brothers~ 
upon which lU1<1 beell wreaked all the ~11Yage IndIgnIties or Indian hate. 
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acted throughout nearly forty years on the western frontier, 
where the curtain but rose to reveal the burning cabin ana 
the fl~eing family, and but fell too often to shut out their 
dead and mangled bodies from· sight. Had the broad hosom 

of the l\Ionongahela been less inviting, no doubt they would 
have a~cended it and met the same doon~ of Decker and his 
ill-fate(J colony. 

Frontiel' 'history designate~ the Eckarlys aR Dunlmrds. 
From scant records loosely kept over a hundred years ago, 
it requires continued, patient and wearying search to fin(l 
w]lat little is to be gathered. All authorities agree that the 
Eckarlys or Eckarlins came from eastern Pennsylvania, Ulul 
were opposed to war of any kind. 

• Searching eastern Penllsylyania records for information, 
we find some account of the Eckerlins, in Dr. 'Ym. Fahne­
stock's History of the Society of Ephrata, as given in Ha­

zard's Register, vol. 15, and referred to in Day's History of 
Pennsylvania. Dr. Fahnestock states that this society is a 
distinct sect from the Dunkards, from which, however, they 
descended; that the three brothers Eckerlin were from 

EUI'ope, and wel:e originally Catholics; that the Eckerlins 
had charge of the secular concerns of the society und were 
suspected of certain ambitious designs to possess themselves 
of the title to the property of the society· and to give the 

establishment a ll?-0re luxurious and imposing appcaranc~. 
They were tried by the society and expelled, and went to 
south-western Pennsylvania or Virginia. 

'Yere the Eckarlys and Eckerlins one? If so, they, the 
first discoverers of Monongalia and the first settlers of 
Preston (then a part of l\Ionongalia),.were not Dunkards 
but Ephratians-a sect some of whose followers still I'eside 
in Lancester County, in the eastern part of Pennsylvania. 

3 
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The next advance of civilization was the Decker Creek 
Colony. This is the first attempted settlement upon the 
soil of l\Ionongalia County. Thomas Decker and his little 
colony came to, or just above, the site of Morgantown in 
the fall of 1758, when 

"The first sharp frosts had fallen, 
Leaving all the woodlands gay 

'Vith the hues of summer's rainbow, 
Or the meadow flowers of May." 

This little band of bold ac1ventnrers were the first English 
settlers who dared to enter the region west of the Alleghany 
Mountains held by the Fl'ench and Indians since Braddock's 
defeat-an act of daring that has never been fully appre­
ciated. True, Forbe's army was marching on Ft. Duquesne; 
but none could tell with what result. The caphure of Ft. 
Duquesne diel not ensul:e their safety, for in the early spring 
of 1759, ere the frosts of winter had fled the earth, the Red 
,Yan-iors of the forest swooped down upon the daring little 
colony, and swept it fl.·om the face of the em·th. The sad 
story of their fearful fate is eloquently refen-ed to by 1\Ir. 
John J. Brown in the following extract from his Centennial 
historical address, delivered at Morgantown, July 4, 1876: 

"Near the spot where we are now assembled, when the autunmal 
frostR had tinged with gold and crimson the matured foliage of the 
tall hickory and the wide-speading sugar trees, near six score years 
0.1;0, while George II. sat upon the throne of Hreat Britu.in, a few 
adventurous pioneers penetrated the dense wilderness and erected 
their log cabins. Doubtless the giant oaks which then stood upon 
the hills around us were girdled or felled to make room for the 
hoped-for harvest of the coming year. Whence they came we know 
not. History records only t:tIeir sad fate; and the stream, near 
whose banks we now stand, alone perpetuates the memory of 
Thomas Decker. But one of their number escaped to tell of their 
sudden surprise and destruction ere the flowers had bloomed and 
the buds had opened in the following spring." 

Withers, in his" Chronicles," says: "In the fall of 1758, 

http:Britu.in
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Thomas Decker and some others commenced a settle­
ment on the Monongahela River, at the mouth of 
what is now Decker's Creek. In the ensuing Spring "it was 
entirely broken up by a party of Delawares and l\lingoes; 
and the greater part of its inhabitants murdered." The 
same authority further states that one of the Decker party 
who escaped went to Redstone, Fort (now Brownsville, Pa.) 

.	and gave the news of the massacre, but the garrison was too 
weak to attempt a pursuit, and Capt. IPaul sent a runner to 
Fort Pitt, whose commandant, Capt. John Gibson, set out 
with thirty men to intercept the Indians, but failed. How­
ever, they came on to seven l\'Iingoes (near the site of 
Steubenville, Ohio) just after daylight one morning, lying 
around a camp-fire. Three of the Indians were killed, the 
others escaping. Capt. Gibson, with a siI~gle sweep of his 
sword, cut oft' the head of the chief Kiskepila or Little 
Eagle. Pl'isoners l'estOl'ed under the treaty of 1763, told 
that the Indians who escaped came in and reported that 
Gibson mit the chief's head' off with a l~ng h:nife. Several 
white prisoners were then sacrifi<:,ed, a war dance 
ensued, with bitter denunciations of the Big li-nife TTi.'l1')'ior. 
The Virginia militia was soon called by the Indians the "Big 
Knife '\Varriors," and were known by the North-western'in­
dilms ever afterward as the Long ]{llit'C8 or Big I{Jl~fe 

~~dioll. 

A diligent search and an extended correspondence haye 
failed to find anything further of Thomas Decker 01' his 
comrades. No reconl of any land can be found on the land­
books in his name n~l' in that of his heirs in after years. 
There was a NicllOlas Decker who entered land on the Mo­
nongahela River, on a settlement made eight yetl.l's later, in 
1766; but no account can be obtained, even of him, nor of 
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Garret Deckel', whose heir he was stated to be in another 
entry of land. Whether they were relatives of Thomas 
Decker·we cannot tell. 

This destruction of the' Decker Creek Colony was the first 
blood-stained page of the dark chapter of Indian murders 
in Monongalia, 

The next advance of civilization after the destnlCtion of 
the Decker Creek Colony, was composed of a l'ebeIlious 
element of society, being four deserters from Fort Pitt, 
whose names were 'Yilliam Childers, Joseph Lindsey, John 
Pringle and Samuel Pringle. They deserted in 1761, and 
just missed the present territory of the county by leaving 
the Monongahela River at Fort Burd (now Brownsyille, Pa,), 
crossing Chestnut Ridge by the old Braddock Road, and 
camping for a while near the site of Mount Carmel (in Pl'es­
ton County) on territory once owned by Monongalia County. 

The King of England on the 7th of October, 1763, issue(l 
a proclamation forbidding settle~l1ents to be made west of 

•the Alleghanies until the land was bought from the Indians, 
and two years later ordel'ed the Governors of Vil-ginia and 
Pennsylvania to remove all settlers west of these mountains 

by force. Governor Fauquier, of Virginia, issued three 

proclamations, and troops were sent from Fort Pitt in 1766 
and' 1767 'up tpe l\Ionongah~la, but all the settlers that left 
returned as soon as' the soldiers were gone. 'Ve have no 
account of' any person liying on the present telTitory of 

Monongalia being disturbed by these soldiers'. The Indians' 

title was' pUl;chased by Pennsylvania in 1768. Virginia 

never pluchased any titie from the Indians. 
.We c'oroe riow to consider who were the fil'st l)ermanent 

settlers on the .tenitory of the county. The" Chronicles of 
Bohler "rdii~l·e!' stdws that,"in 1768, a party of emigrants, 
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one of whom was David Morgan, came to tIle site of 1\Ior­
gantown. The local tradition in the Morgan family is, that 
David l\Iorgan left the vicinity and went up the l\Iononga­
hela, leaving Zackwell~· Morgan in possession of his 
settlement right. _ While Withers gives 1768 as the time 
David Morgan camt!, yet }\;Iorgan never entered any land on 
settlement~ made in that year; nor neither did Zackwell 
1\Iorgan, who, after 1781, received a certificate for 400 acres 
at the mouth of Decker's Creek, as assignee of Isaac Le­
masters, who had made improvements on it in 1772. 

Morgan also, as assignee of James Stockwell, received 400 
acres more.' Zackwell ~Iorgan took up no land in right of 
his own settlement -that can be found on the land-book of 
the Com~issioners appointed to adjust claims to unpatented 
lands. Yet Col. William Crawford says in a deposition 
sworn to by him at Pittsburgh: "Zachel 1\1o~gan, James 
Chew and J-acob Prickett came out in that year [1766], and 
[he] ~yas informed by them thnt they had settled up the 
1\Ionongahela; that he has since seen Zachel1\Iorgan's plan­
tation which is on the south side of the line l~ln by 1\1ason 
and Dixon; and thnt he believes that to be the first settle­
ment made in this country." This deposition was given in 

volume one of the Calendar of Virginia State Papers, issued 
in 1875, by 1Yilliam Palmer, 1\1. D., under authority of the 
Legislature of Virginia. 

There is a traditionary account, that, about the yeur 1760, 
John Snider, then a boy, was captured hy the Indians, and 
taken along Crooked Run; that he afterw:tl'c1 came lmek and 
settled at an em'ly date. 

• :!Uorgan's Christian name Is spelled In dltrerent WllYR 011 old record,,:-Z"l'qllil. 
ZaC'fJllill, Z(1orptllll1l nnd Zac1.:II:ell. lJL~ own signature to a dee« L .. "Z,wk.ll," whleh 
would authorize the spelllng Zackwell, wIlle]l hJ, perhapg, a corruption of Jacquelln. 
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131~ce 'Vorley, grandfather of Squire John I. 'Vodey, of 

near Blacksville, came in 1766, with his brother Nathan, who 

afterWal"ds was killed by Indians. 

The first Commissioners appointed to "adjust claims to, 

unpatented lands in the counties of Monongalia, Youghio­
gheny and Ohio," were Francis Peyton, Philip Pendleton 

and Joseph Holmes. Their clerk was James Chew. They 

met at Redstone Old Fort in 1779, and at Coxe's Fort in 

1780, in what is now Fayette County, Penna. The next 

board of Commissioners were John P. Duval, James Neal 

and 'Yilliam Haymond; clerk, 'ViUiam McCleary. They 
met at Col. John Evans's in 1781; at Clarksburg in April, 

1781, anel at Samuel Lewellin's in October of the ~ame year. 

The last meetings were at Col. John Evans's, as }.S shown by 
the certificates:' issued, and also by the certificate book up 

to where its leaves are missing. Upon these certificntes tlle 
l)atentst were issued. 

--~----'--~ 

• 'I'he cert1t1cute to one who did not transfer his right, read as follow ~ "We the 
,undersigned commissioners tor adJustlng' claims to unpatented lands In the counties or 
:Monongal1a, Yohoganlo. and Ohio, do hereby ccrU[y that Charles :\lm't1n Is entitled to 
400 acres Of land in )IonongaUa. County on the l\Jonongal1a Javel' In tight of residence 
to Include his improvemenm made thereon In the year 1769. Given under our hands at 
•.....thls •••. day of......1n the....yearof the Commonwealth. 


Attest: ...................... ~lerk. 


~::::::::::::::::::: ::::: :::::: :}c~m. 
t Virginia gave to every bOlla fldp settler ,vho bunt a lo~ cahIll ontI raised n crop or 

corn before 1778, a title to 400 acres or Jand and a pre-emption to 1000 acres more ad­
jolnlng. These commls."loners were appolnted to give certitlcu t(,8 of thebe" settlement 
lights, II 'l11e certlncate with the surveyor's pInt was sent to tIle land office at lUeh­
mond, and tn six months U no en t'eat WIlS Offered, the patent WfiS issued, and the 
title was complete. There was previous to the settl('ment light a rIght, which was 
no rlght tn Ian" called the" tomahawk right." A hunter woula <lea(len a. few trees 
about a spring and cut his name in the bark or OtllCrs, mHl then claun the land in 
atter years. Some land-ownerl:> paid them voluntarlly a tll11e to get lid or them ; ot~ers 
did not. ~'he hettlement-rlght to 400 acres was certltle£1 to and a ccrtlll1cate i'lSued 
upon payment or ten shillIngs per one hundred acres. 'I'l1e cost or certUlcate was two 
shlll1ngs and sL"'- pence. 
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This committee granted certificates for lands on which 
improvements were mad~ by the following named persons, 
in the years named: 

1766, Thomas Merrifield, Booth's Creek; Richard Merrifield, Lost 
Run; Nicholas Decker, "Monongalia" River. 

1767, no entries of improvements. 
1768, David McNeal, east side Cheat. 
1769, Samuel Owens, Monongahela River; Ephraim Richardson, 

Cheat ; John Downs, Hillin's Run; Daniel Harris, Mononghela-- .. ---.-.. -----... 
River; 'Villialll Hannah, Forks of Cheat; Jesse Hollingsworth, 
Crooked.Run; Charles l\fartinandJonathan 'Vright, Monongahela; 
Richard Harrison, Crooked Run; Thomas Day, Craft's Run; John 
Collins, Cheat: John Pierpont (near Easton). 

1770, on the l\Ionongahela River, 'Villiam Robinson, Edward 
Dorsey, John Burris, David Veach; on Deck~r's Creek, John Burk, 
Alexander Burris, Samuel Burk, Conrad Cronse,' Alex. Parker, 
James Russel, Jonathan Cobun; on Cheat Rivet', Samuel Sutton, 
Francis Warman, Thomas Craft, Robert Chalmbers, Philemon 
Askins, John Scott, Wi11iall~ Stewart; on l>unkard Creek, Jacob 
Hoover, George Hiley, David McMahon, John Statler, M. Core, 
Simon Troy, Jacob Farme,r, Roger Barton, Jacob Statler: on 'Vest's 
Run, Francis Tibbs, 'Villiam Josephs, I...ewis Rogers: on Robinson's 
Run, John Pollock; on Indian Creek, 'Villiam Martin, Edmund 
'Vest, Alexander Smith; on Ruble's RUll, Robert Lowther, Moses 
Templin; on Carter's Run, Owen Davis; 0!l Pedlar's Run, Zachariah 
!)iles. . 

1771, on Robinson's Uun, Augnstm~ and 'VilBam Smith, Moses 
Hill; on 'Vest's Run, Benjamin Rogers; on Crooked Hun, Adam 
Shriver; on Cheat River; Joseph Barnett and Samuel Lewellin; 
on Scott's Run, Jacob Scott; on Scott's l\Iill RUIl, Peter !)opeml. 

1772, on the Monongahela, John Hoard, George Wilson, Samuel 
Kinkade; on Cheat, William Stewart, Job Sims, Jonathan Reese, 
Jacob Clark, Geo~ge Parker, Thomas E"ans, 'Villiam Norris; on 
DUllkard, George and Nicholas Shinn, R. Hiley, George Snider, 
Phineas Killem; on Decker's Creek, Isaac J..emasters, J Rilles Teu!p­
lin, Michael Kerns; o'n Cobun's Creek, Jacob Miller. John 'Vood­
fin, Rich~ds ; on Crooked RUll, Christopher Hnrlow ; on'Vhite 
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Day, Robinson I ..ucaH; on I.Jaurel Run, Jere Tannahill; on Indian 
Creek, George and 'Villiam Robinson; on Scott's :Mill Run, David 
Scott and Caleb Carter, undesignated. 

1773, on Scott's:Mill Run, George Gillaspie, John Murphy, Abram 
1Iardin, James l">iles, Dennis Neville; on Scott's Meadow Run, now 
Dent's Run, John Cochran, Jacob Barker; on Dunkard, Bruce 
Worley, Alexander Clegg, John Merrieal, Anthony Hornback; on 
Indian Creek, 'Villiam Stewart, Hezekiah Stout; on 'Vhite Day, 
George 'Vi1son, Andrew Ice; on Flag :Meadow Run, Thomas Pin­
dall; on Ruble's Run, Samuel Ruble; on Tub nun, John Sulsor; 
on Camp Run, John J olm ; on Crooked Run, Peter Crouse; on 
Robinson's Hun, 'fhomaR RU8sel. 

17U, on the Monongahela, Jumes Stockwell, D. Rogers, Eiijah 
Burrh:~, Arthur Trader, jr., on Scott·s Run, David Frazee, Thomas 
Chjnnth, jr., Jolm Hardin, Philip Shively; on Decker'S Creel{, 
Peter Parker, John Large, Josiah Veach, .Tacob Youngman, 
Thomas Hurbert, 'Villiam Haymond; on Indian Cre~k, James 
Denny, Thomas Cunningham, Daniel Burchfield, 'Villiam Hill; 
on Dunkard, 'Varman 'Vade" Daniel Barton: on Cobun's Creek, 
James Alison; on Robinson's Run, Benjamin Archer; on Cheat, 
Robert Curry, Jacob Rogers. 

These settlements were nearly all made on 400-acre tracts; 
some few on less. In over one-half the cases, they were 
traIlsferred to other parties, who received the certificates for 
them with })re-em})tion-l'ight to 1000 acres adjoining from 
1781 to 1783. A portion of the certificate-hook is gone, and 
some names with dates of settlement, nre lost. No date is 
given of the transfer of these tracts to the lHlyerH wl~o re­
ceived the certificates from 1779 to 1785. 

The settlement at nlorgantowll in 1768 was made one year 

before the settlement at 'Yheeling. Col. ~ohn Evans was 
here ill 1774; find in that year most probably he purchased 
the 1400 acres of Samuel Owen~, settled in 1769, or ehm the 
400 acres of Daniel Veach, settled in 1770, fiS between 1774 
and 1781 he becn.llle owner of both tract~. The settlers 
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were mostly from eastern Virginia. Col. Zack,vell Morgan, 
Col. Charles l\Iartin, Col. William Haymond, John Pierpont, 
Thomas Pindall, David Scott, Richard Hal'l'ison, Jonathan 
Cobun, William Stewart, John Statler and Michael Kerns 
were among the leadhig men of the infant settlements in the 
year 1774. 

",Villiam Haymond, Jr., a son of l\Iaj. 'Villiam Haymond, 
in a letter dated February 18th, 1843, makes the following 
statement about Monongalia in 1773: 

"In the year 1773, my father moved to this country. It is strongly 
.impresse~ upon my mind that we stopped in the Forks of Cheat 
River at or near Roger's Fort (probably Dinwiddie). 'Ve lllay have 
stayed he e a year or two. The next I recollect, our family was 
living in t e 1\Ionongalia Glade~, near Decker's Creek. It seems 
very strang that any person should have settled there at that time 
'when the w Ie country was almost ,:acant. I have no recollection 
how long we ·ved there, but I presume not long. As soon as war 
broke out we ad to leave the place and the whole family went to 

Kern's Fort, 0 ~8ite where 1\Iorgantown now stands. 1\Iy father 
then had eight egroes. 'Ve planted and tended in corn the ground 
where 1\Iorgant wn now stand~. This ,vas a stockaded fort. At 
one time I thinl there was a cOll~pany of solders there." 

About 1773 o."~ '74 occurred the murder of Bald Eagle, an 
Indian friendly\to the white men. The account in the 
"norder ",Yarfar~.." says that he waH killed by Jacob Scott, 
William Hacker U 

\ 

HI Elijah Rlumer, und set afloat in a canoe 
in~Monongah~la, with a piece of J ohnny-cako thrust 
into his mouth. ~,he canoe floated down the river, and in 
Pennsylvania :Mrl\ Sarah Pro,·ills observed the cauoe and 

haa it brought to ~e Rhore, and the· old Indian decently 
bluied. Some ace !ub; place t11is occurrenc~ in 1773. The 
"Border "'Vurfare" ,laces it in 1774. Tradition says Bald 



42 HISTORY OF MONONGALIA COUNTY. 

Eagle was a frequent and welcome visitor at Kern's Fort. 
This, if true, rather strengthens the claim that l1.e was killed 
in 1774. 

From 1764 to 1774 there had been unbroken peace along 
the frontier between the white men and the Indians, but in 
April, 1774, it was rumored that the Indians had stolen sev­
eral horses from white men on the Ohio and l{anawha 
rIvers. This report, whether true or not, afforded some rash 
men a pretext to kill two Indians on the Ohio River, and a 
party crossed the riY81' and destroyed an Indian encamp­
ment . at the mouth of Yellow Creek. These unprovoked 
murders roused the Indians to war, which is knowu;'in his­
tory as Dunmore's 'Val', Lord Dunmore then being oYernor 
of the Colony of Virginia. Logan, the great Cay ga chief, 
"the friend of the white man," whose family ad been 
murdered in cold blood, penetrated to the upp . branches 
of the Monongahela, marking his way with de alation and 
death. Peace was concluded in November, 177. "'"e have 
no account of any l\Ionongalians in the camp gn made by 
Dunmore's forces in this war. 

'Ve have account of stockade forts and lock-houses in 
Monongalia during this year. Most likely . is "i\-ar caused 
theil' erection, as we can find no mention 0 them previous 
to this date. lCern's stockade fort stood m Decker's Creek~ 
opposite the site of Morgantown. BurrifO Fort was about 
two miles from Morgantown on the east si e of the Monon­
gahela. CObUll"S FOl't was on Cobun's ( ek, two or three 
miles h'om Kern's, Pierpont's Fort was' John Pierpont's 
land, some three or four miles west of 14 In's Fort, and Ft. 
Dinwiddie was near Stewarttown. Orc sing the Mononga­
hela RiYer to the west side, (which in tl se days was called 
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the "Indian Side," as the river when high presented a 
barrier to the Indians,) l\Iartin's Fort stood on Crooked Run, 
and on the head-waters of this stream was Hanison's Fort. 
On Dunkard Creek was Statler's Fort, and on the site of 
Blacksville was Baldwin's Block-house.. About two miles 
from the site of Georgetown was Stewart's Block-house. 

Roads were now beginning to be cut out. They were 
carried along as much as possible on the tops of the ridges, 
to avoid Indian ambushes in the hollows. This practice 
w~s continued for years, and accounts for so many of the 
old roads TIlnning along the ridges. 



CHAPTER V. 


MONONGALIA IN 'VEST AUGUSTA. 

177-4-1776. 

Struggle of Virginia and Pennsylvania for the Northern portion 
of its teITitory-Outbreak of the Revolution-'Vest Augusta 
Recogniz~d-Nallles of Settlers in 1775 and 1776-Boundaries 

of 'Vest Augusta Declared. 

FROM the year 1763, settlements rapidly increased west of 
the mountains in the tmTitory claimed by Augusta Cou~ty. 
This territory embraced the larger part of south-western 
Pennsylvania, including FOl't Pitt. Vhginians spoke of all 
the territory of Augusta west of the mountains as 1Yest 
Augusta, or the Distl'ict of West Augusta. In 1773, Penn­
sylvania established courts at Hanna's-Town (near Greens­
burgh), and sought to exel'cise jurisdiction oyer the valley 
of the south l\Ionongahela. Virginia inaugurated meaSUl'es 
to resist,this occupation on the part of her Quaker neighbor. 
Lord Dlmmore, then Governor of Virginia, commissionecl 
Dr. John Connolly as a captain and sent him to Fort Pitt. 
Connolly called on the nlilitia to mee~ and embody them­
seJves as Virginia militia, which lllanyof them did on the 
25th of January, 1774. 

The Pennsylvania authorities arrested Connolly, but re­
leased him. After his l'elease he gather~d a force, took pos­
session of Fort Pitt, in the name of Virginia, and called it 
Fort Dunmore. On the 6th of December, 1774, Dunmore 
issue~l a new commission of the peace, and adjourned the 
cOluis of Augusta County from Staunton to Fort Dunmore. 
The Justices appointeLl were forty-two in number, among 
which were George Croghan, John Campbell, Dr. John Con.. 
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nolly, Edward Ward, Thomas Smallman, Dorsey Pentecost, 
John Gibson, 'Villi am Crawford, John Stephenson, John 
~{cC\lllough, John Cannon, George Vallandigham (~ lineal 
ancestor of the late Clement L. Vallandigham, of Ohio), 
Silas Hedge, David Shepherd and 'Villiam Goe. The first 
court held at Fort Dunmore was on February 21, 1775. Its 
first act was the admission of George Brent and George 
Roots as attorneys. On the next day, Simon Girty qualifie(l 
as lieutenant of the nlilitia of Pittsburgh and its depend­
encies. A ducking-stool was ordered to be made. 

'Vhile this court* was exercising civil and criminal juris­
diction over the l\Ionongahela Yalley, a like jurisdiction was 
exercised over it by a Pennsylvania court at Hanna's-Town. 
Over the settlers were bro governments, different in pl'illci­

• The nrit Vlrginla court held at Fort Dunmore, was on February 21, 177;). The rec­
ords, which are now before me, show that theyeontlnued to be held at that place, at 
any rate up to Aprll 18, 1776. On June 29,1776, the Convention at Hlchmond estllbl1shed 
the new Com'ltltutlon. 'fhen was passed. an ordlnance, 9 Hen lng, 120," to enable the 
present magistrates and omcers to continue the admlnlStratlon of Justice, .te.," and It 
was proVided that the Just1Ce8 In the DIStrict of West Augusta should have power to 
hold a court In l'!lltd district, tile third Tuesday ot every month" at such place as they 
may appolnt,".tc. 'fhenarter April 18,1776, no court '~M held for West Augusta till 
in August, when the name ot Fort Dunmore was dropped, the record reading, "At a. 
court held at Plttsburgh, for the District of West Augusta, the twentieth day o{ Au­
"ust, 1776, present, .tc." The court WIlB then reorganized hy a new quallficatlon or the 
Justtces under the new order or things ; after which the fin.t thing done was 

"DavId Shepher(l and John Cannon, gent., are appointed to Contract with some per­
son or persons to bulld a house 24 by 14 with a PeUtion In the middle to be Ubed for a. 
goal at Catn!tlles Camp Augusta Town." 

Observe, OTeI' the words" Catfishes Camp" in the ortginal record Is drawn a blaCk 
Une, lndlcatlng that "Augusta Town" had been substJtuted. The record follows with 
several items Of business and a Ust or per~ms recommended to be added to the com­
lnis..'iion ot the peace, and finally 

"Ord that the court be adjourned until the third Tuesday In september ne xt, to 
Clltfi!thes Camp Augusta 'I'own." 

AgaIn Is aUne drawn over" Catfishes Camp," indicating that ".'-ugusta Town" was 
the l>ecOD(l thought {or the name ot the new plnce ot holding the court. 

'I11en the records shmf' that the Court for the D18trtC~ or West Augusta m18 held 
September 17, 1776, and NO\·ember 19, lTjG, tlt AUGUSTA 'I'OlfN. 

On AlllY 16, 1 i7G, the fin;t grand-Jury was charged, consisting or the following persons: 
Goorge ~rCCullo\lgh, foreman; OUver lUller, Ba.r.il Brown, lUchllrd Waller, .Jncob Van­
metre, Abraham Teagarden, John 8lfan, Jesse Pigman. WnHam COlVin, Josiah Wallace, 
){ru,es Williamson, John Decker, lUchard llcKnhon, Richard lIcLaughlln and DanIel 
Cannon.-nollcf Crftllll"illt". 

http:appolnt,".tc
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pIe, with two sets of laws, and two sets of magistrates to 
enforce them. In the struggle for power scenes of civil 
strife were of daily occun:ence. The Pennsylvania authori­
ties seized and imprisoned the Virginia magistrates, who, in 
turn, seized the officers of the Pennsylvania govel'Ilment. 
So far as we can find, none of the inhabitants on the present 
territory of ]\Ionongalia were engaged in this struggle, which 
every day was drawing nearer to their few and feeble settle­
ments. 

The Revolutionary War put an end to this bittel' stl'Uggle­
for a time. The partizans of both State governments were 
Whigs and patriots, and entered the Continental army in 
large numbers. On May 16, 1775, a meeting was held at 
Fort Pitt, and 'Vest Augusta pledged men and arms to the 
Continental army. On the same day the Pennsylvanians 
met at Hanna's-Town and made similar pledges. 

The Virginia Convention in July, 1775, recognized the 
District of 'Vest Augusta as politically separate from 


\ Augusta County (but did not define its boundaries), in the 

following language: "The land-holders of the District of 

'Vest Augusta shall be considered as a distinct county, and 

llave the liberty of sending two delegates to represent them 


in general convention."* 
During the years 1775 and 1776, the following named 

persons made improvements on settleI'llent-rights : In the 
year 1775-0n Scott's Run (now Dent's' Run), John Dent, 
James Wells, George 'VeaveI', Josiah Haskins, Thomas 
Cunningham and Benjamin Wilson; on Scott's ]\Iill Run, 
David Rankins, James Sterling, John Ramsey, the lesser, 
and David Watkins; on Indian Creek, David Bluchill, 

'* 9tb BenIng, p. 51. 
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Joseph Barker and Levi Carter; on Dunkard, Thomas 

'Vade, George Wac1e, Sen. and Valentine Cooper; on 
Monongahela River, Jacob Hall (opposite the falls) and 
Philip Pindall; on Cobun's Creek, Henry Haines and :N. 

. ­
Harris; on 'Vest's Rlm, Jonathan Newland; on Flag 
M~ad~w Run, John Dawson and James Walker; on Decker's 
Creek, 'Villi am Houghland; on Robinson'.s Run, Abram 
Hendricks. In the yeal' 1776-0n Che.at River, John 
McFarland and Charles Donaldson; on Scott's Mill Run, 
1Villiam 'Yatkins; on the l\tlonongahela RiYer, John -Burris. 

Usually, in the case of the erection 01: creation of any 
civil or political division of territory by law, the creating 
act declares its boundal'ies; but in the case of the District 
of 'Vest Augusta its boundaries were not defined until the 
passage of an act dissolving it into three new counties. 
This act was passed in October, ~776, by the General 
Assembly of the Commonwealth of 'Virginia, and is as 
follows: 

AN ACT for ascertaining the boundary: between the county of 
Augusta, and the District of 'Yest Augusta, and for diyiding 
the said district into three distinct counties. 

'YHER1<aS, it is expedient to ascertain the boundary between the 
the county of Augusta and the District of 'Yest Augusta, Be it 

therefore enacted by the Gcncral_ Al.N1Cmbly of tlw Commonwealth oj 
Virginia, and 'if 'i8 ltereb-y cna('tcd b,lJ lite aut/writ.1f qf the same, 

That the boundary between the said district and county shall be 
as follows, to wit: Beginning on the Allegheny mountain between 
the heads of Potowmack, Cheat, and Greenbrier rivers," (said to be 
Haystack knob, no~ at the north-east corner ofPocahontas County), 
"thence 'along the ridge of mountains which divides the waters of 
Cheat River from those of Greenb~ier, and that branch of the 
l'lIonongahelu. River called the Tyger's (Tygart'~) Valley RiYer to 
Monongahela River, thence up the said river and the 'Vest Fork 
thereof, to Bingenuan's (l3ingamon) creek, on the north-west side 

I 
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of said fork, thence up the said creek to the head thereof, thence in 
a direct line to the head of Middle Island Creek, a branch of the 
Ohio, and thence to the Ohio, including all the said waters of said 
creek, in the aforesaid district of 'Vest Augusta, all that territory 
lying to the northward of said boundary, and to the westward of 
the States of Pennsylvania and Maryland, shall be deemed, and is 
hereby declared, to be within the District of West Augusta." 

On the waters of the Youghiogheny and territory which 
afterward belonged to 'Yest Augusto., Washington opened 
the war that led to the establishment of the American 
Republic. In the Ohio River, on territory which had onceI 

been a part of 'Yest Augusta, Aaron BUIT planned the first 
great attempt at rebellion against that Republic, and 
mapped out his ambitious dream of a mighty western 
empire. 



JOHN MARSHALL HAGANS. 
See Page 277. 





CHAPTER VI. 


MONONGALIA COUNTY FORMATION. 

1776. 

Virginia in the Revolution-Creation of Monongalia, Ohio and 
Yohogani3-Their Boundaries-The N aUle Monongalia-Se­
lection of (County-Seat-First Court-House Situated in Penn­
sylvania-First Sheriff and Clerk. 

THE part phtyed by Virginia in the Revolutionary struggle 
is one of which her sons may justly feel proud to the end 
of time. It was the magnificent eloquence of the fiery 
Patrick Henry, and the cry of the· milder and more 8e1£­
possessed Lee, which inspired the Continental Congress to 
action-action that" shook the cliffs of England with. the 
thunders of the free," and added to the map of the world 
Freedom's grandest Republic, whose immortal, Charter was 
traced by the pen of Jefferson, and whose liberty was won 
by the sword of 'Yashington. 

'Vhen the glory of Autumn crowned the brightness of 
Summer, and the thunders hf battle were I'olling down 
along the mountains and over the valleys of Virginia, 
freighted with disasters to the Continental armies, Virginia's 
spartan band of legislators, p,residec1 over by Patrick Henry, 
were gathered together in the old State House at ",Yilliams­
burg, as the first G~neral Assembly of the newly-declared 
Commonwealth of Virginia. In October they passed the 
act quoted in the preceding chapter, defining the boundaries 
of the Distlict of "rest Augusta and dividing it into the

• 
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three clistinct counties of l\Ionongalia,* Ohi~), and, Yoho­
go.nia. The te:r;ritory of Monongalia was d~fined in the 
following language (9th Hening, pp. 262-3): '\All that part 
of t~le said district [of West Augusta] lying io the north­
ward of the county of Augusta, to the westward of t~e, 

meridian of the head fountain of the Potownlack, to the 
southward of the county of Yohogania,t; anel to the 
eastward of the county of Ohio shall be one pther clistinct 
county, anc1.8ho.ll be called and known by th~ name of the 
county of MONONGALIA." 

l 

Thus was-ushered into e~istence, amic1 the ,storm of war, 
one of the two oldest counties of north-westel'n Vhginia; 
and Mononga;lia has the proud distinction of being one 

• All attempts have tailed to ascertain trom the publIc records which escaped 
destruction at lUchniond In 186:>, who Introduced the b1l1 tor the creation or the 
county, and why it was nllmecl Monongalia, Monongalla, Ohio nnd Yohoganla must 
uncloubte(lly have boen named tor the OhiO, ~Jonongahela nnd Youghlogheny rivers. 
In the earlier court records or the county which are prescn'ed, even atter 1~, the 
name ~Jonongnhela applied to the river, Is written" ::\Ionongalla." The orthoepyand 
orthography or that (lay, were not perfect; and so it would seem that the incorrect 
spelllng and pronunclatfon or the name or the river would but naturally, at that 
time, be given to the ne~ county created anci named after tt. :Monongahela shared a 
worse fate than Its aSSOCiate In orthograpllical mlsfOttune-Youghloglleny; for 
Yohoganla Is a misspelllng but a proper pronunciation or Youghlogheny, whlle }lonon­
galla lEI both a mlsspelUng and miss-pronunciatIon or )Ionongahela. YariouB other 
mls.<;pelUngH and miss-pronunciations or ~Jonongahela were current In early days; 
such as, "Monergehall," ")1.onongahalla," "Monegehall," etc., etc. 

The meaning of the word )Ionongahela Is somewhat Obscured by different statements. 
The Xal'i(}ntol', publlshe!l in· 18:.11, at Pittsburgh, says thl\t it Is an Indian word, mean­

'lng "~he river of the falUng banks." Another account makes it mean" the river or 
the sllcUng banks." Between these two, however, there Is Uttle difference, and either 
comes Crom the peculiarity or the river in cutting under its banks and thus precipi­
tating them Into the water, 

t The boundaries of Ohio ancI Yohogania counties are given In 9th Uenlng, pp. 262-3, 
as follow:!: "And to render the benents of governm£lnt, and the admInistration of 
justice, more easy und convenient to the people within the ilald district [West Augusta]: 
lIe it th(,I'ef()I'e enacted blJ the authol'it/l nforpsnid, That from and atter the 8th day of 
November [1ii6] next ensulhg all that part of said district lying withIn the follOwIng 
Ilnes, to wit: Begtnnlng at the mouth Of Cross Creek, thence up the same to the head 
thereof, thence eastwardly to the nearest part or the ridge which divides the 'vaters or 
the Ohio from those of the Monongahela, thence along the said ridge to the Une which 
diVides the county of Augusta !rom the said district, tbence with the said boundary to 
the Ohlo, thence up the same to the beginnIng, shall be one dlstlnct county, and be 
called and known by the name of OhIo; and all that part of the said district lying to 
the no.rthwanl ?f the following llnes, vtz. : beginning at the mouth of Cross Creek, and 

http:anc1.8ho.ll
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among the first counties created under a republican form of 
governmen~ in the New World, and one whose age is equal 
to that of the Republic. 

The act Qreating the county further provided "that it. 
shall and ~ay be lawful for the landholders of said county, 

q~alified to "'Vote for representatives in the General Assem­

bly,* to meet at the house of Jonathan Coburn [Cobun] in 
the said county, on the 8th of December following, then and 
there to cho~)se the ~ost convenient place for holding courts 
for the county in the future." Notice of the time and place 
of election was to be given to the landholders by the sheriff, 
minister and' readers. The sheriff was to conduct the elec­
tion. The places to be voted for were to be written do,vn, 
everyone in a separate column, and the name of every 
landholder voting written under the place for which he 
voted. The place receiving the most votes was to be thence­
forth the place for holding courts. The poll attested by the 
sheriff, was to be recorded in the clerk's office of the county; 
but as the clerk's, office was destroyed by fire in 1796, it is 
i~possible to sOay whether such deposit was made or not. 
Most probably it was. The act contained a proviso, that if 
the freeholders of the county should be prevented on the 
8th of December fronl assembling, by rain, snow or acciden­

running up Its several courses to the head thereot, thence south-eastwardly to the 
nearest part of the aforesaid dIViding ridge between the waters of the ~[onogahela and 
the OhiO, thence along the said ridge to the head of Ten-mile Creek, thence east to the 
road leading from Cat Fish Camp to Redstone Old Fort, thence along the said road to 
the Monongahela lliver, thence crossing the said river to the said tort, thence along 
Dunlap'S old road to Braddock'~ road, and with the same to.the meridian of the head 
fountain of Potowmack, shall be one other distinct county, and be called and known 
by the name of Yohoganla County." 

• July, 1775, by act of convention It was declared that every free white mnn In the 
District ot West Augusta. "who Rhall have been tor one year preceding In ~S8lon ot 
twenty-five acres ot land with B house and plantation thereon, or one hundred acres 
Without a. house or plantation, claiming an estate for life at lenst In the said land, In 
his own right, or In right of his Wife, shall haTe a vote." 
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I 

tal rise of water-courses, the sheriff was to puto{fthe election 
to that day week following, "and so from wee~ to ~eek so 
often as the case may happen." This act, as has been said 
"was both mandatory and optional." As all) the county 
l'ecords ~ere blu'Ded in 1796, we can not state positively that 

, I 

any such meeting at Jonathan Cobun's (which was about 
\ 

two miles east of the site of Morgantown) ever took place; 
but in all pl'obability it did, as some action mtl~st have been 
taken to establish the courts held soon afterward on the 
l)lantation of Theophilus Phillips, near the:' site of New 

. 1· 

Geneva, Fayette County, Pennsylvania. Ac~ion must have 
I I

been taken by the freeholders of the county in ,some manner, 
as no further action in the matter was had \1Y the General 
Assembly. And if the election was held at C'obun's, we can 
easi~y account for the establishment of courts at Phillips's, 
from the fact that the-northern portion o~ the county then 
(which. is now in Fayette County, 'PennPtylvania) was the 
most populous, and 11ence would cast th~' largest vote, and 
thereby control the selection of the p~ace, which would 
naturally be in that part of the county. Theophilus Phillips 
lived in Springhill Township, Fayette County, about two 
miles from where New Geneya now stands. His fat'm was 

about two hundred yards to the left of ~he present road run­
ning from :Morris's Cross Roads to N ~w Geneva. The site 
of his quite extensive buildings for that day still remain 
,-isible on a beautiful long knoll. Th~re were the mansion, 
m.any outbuildings, including the n~gro quartets, a still ­
house, stables, and a large shop near the mansion which de­
scendants of his family say was used, for the com·t-house of 
l\Ionongalia County. Swearingen and Cox's forts were 
situated but three or four ~iles aw~y. Here courts were 
held as late as 1779, if not later;' and tradition says that the 
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present village of W oodbridgetown . was laid out by its 
founder with the view of securing for it the county-seat of 
Monongalia County. 

James Ross, in his account of Springhill TO'Vllship in 
Ellis's History of Fayette County, Pa., says that Col. The­
ophilus Phillips came with his brother-in-law, the Rev. 
James Dunlap, from New Jersey in 1767, and patented the 
tract of land (453! acres) on which the court-house stood, 
December 1~, 1786, called "Phillips's Choice," and that he 
died in 1789, while en 'J'o'Ut~ from New Orleans to Philadelphia. 

Owing to the destruction of the records in 1796, it is 
impossible to state who were the fhst sheriff and the first 
clerk of the county. Tradition in Monongalia and an ac­
count handed clown in the Evans and Dent families state 
that Capt. John Dent was tl~ first sheriff, and Col. John 
Evans the first clerk. In Fayette County a local traditional 
account says that a man by the name of Joseph Coombs 
was the first clerk. It is a fair presumption, however, that 
prominent men like Capt. Dent and Col. Evans, would 
have been selected at that day for these offices. Yet im­
partiality demands the submitting of both accounts. 



CHAPTER VII. 


MONONGALIA IN THE REVOLUTION. 

1776-1788. 

Patriotislll of the Inhabitants-Virginia and Pennsylvania Recruit 
Troops in Monongalia-Tory Revolt-Indian Invasions-Attack 
on Dunkard Creek-Killing of Miller and Woodfin-Slaughter 
near Ft. Statler-Adventure of the Morgans-Attack on Mar­
tin's Fort-Murder of the Scott Girls-Adventure of James 
Scott-Correspondence of Col. Broadhead and Col. Evans­
Slaughter on Doll's Run-Killing of Statler, Myers and Thomas 
-Thrilling Escape of Smith and Mrs. Thomas-Murder of Craw'" 
ford, 'Vright and Elizabeth l>indaU-Unprotected State of the 
Frontier-Capt. John 'Vehel's Company-Reminiscences of 
'VIIl. Haymond. 

A DlUGHT page in the history of tl~e Monongahela Valley is 
the patriotic course of its inhabitants in the Revolutionary 
War. Its ten-itory in dispute between Virginia and Penn­
sylvania, the one claiming it as part of her West Augusta 
District, the othel· asserting ownel"ship over it as a portion 
of her county of 'Vestmoreland; its inhabitants divided in 
their allegiance, a part yielding obedience to the authority 
of Virginia, and another portion supporting the jurisdiction 
of Pennsylvania, and each arresting and re-an-es~ing the 
other before rival courts of justice established over this 
same ten-itory by Virginia and Pennsylvania-in the midst 
of this strange struggle, threatening to culminate in blood­
shed, came the news of Concord ancl Lexington. The 
breaking thunders of the Revolutionary struggle, rolling 
over the Chestnut Ridge and reverberating along the 
Monongahela Valley ,awakened in every heart a sentiment 
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of patriotism. The partizans of Vil'ginia and Pennsylvania 
met the same day-May 16, 1775-at F<!rt Pitt and Han­
na's-Town, and pledged their support to the Continental 
Con~ess, in men an'd al'n:s, agains~ the tyranny of the 
mother country. 'Ve can appreciate the high and lofty 
spirit of patriotism that actuated them when we consider 
the circums~ances by which they were surrounded, In the 
midst of a bitt~r struggle for the civil supremacy of the terri ­
tory on which they lived; surrounded by an Indian foe eyer 
threatening them and their families with death by torture 
whose horrors would make the bol(~est heart to quail, to 
support the cause of the Colonies was to leaye their homes, 
exposed to all the savage fury of the Indians, and dare cold, 
hunger, thirst and death in fighting the overwhelming num­
bers of the greatest nation in the world. They decided, and 
without hesitation, to cast in their lot with their country­
men, and that decision was an act of patliotism as lofty and 
noble as that of Massachusetts' minute men, as glorious and 
self-sacrificing as that of the 'Vhigs of Carolina-an act of 
patriotism that was well worthy of its distinguished recog­

nition by 'Vashington, who, in a dark ~ul(l trying hour, 
declared that if the cause of Amel'ican Independence went 
down upon the eastern sea-shore, he would retreat to the 
mountains of 'Yest Augusta, and there rally his shattered 
columns in delense of the liberties of his beloved country. 
It was an act of patriotism which has never been fitly 
clll'onicled upon the page of history, nor receive<l the full 
measure of public admiration to which it is j~lstly entitled. 

At the meeting held at Fort Pitt or Pittsburgh for "that 
part of Augusta County that lies on the west side of Laurel 
Hill," a committee was appointed to carry out the l'ecom­
mendation of the Richmond Convention of March 20th, 
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which was to collect" so much money as shall be sufficient 
to purchase half n pound of gup-powder nnd one. pOll,nd of 
lend, flints, and cartridge paper for every tithable person." 
The amount was set at two shillings and sixpence for each 
tithable. It was also l'esolved that h'iendship with the In­
dians be cultivated, and that fifteen pounds be l'aised for the 
use of John Harvie and George Bootes, deputies to the 
Continental Congress to represent the people on the west 
side of the Laurel Hill. 

In June, 1775, about twenty men 'were recruited at Red­
stone Old Fort for Capt. ,Michael Cresap's 1\Iarylanc1 Com­
pany, which numbered about 130 men, nnc1 joined "\Vashing­
ton's forces near Boston. No 1'011 of this company can be 
now obtained. Of the twenty men recruited at Redstone Old 
Fort, so near the present territory of 1\Ionongalia, it would 
not be unlikely that one or more may have been h'om what 
is now Monongalia. 

Tradition says that Col. Zackwell Morgan and Jerry 
Archer served under Gates at Saratoga in Gen. Daniel Mo~'­
gan's Rifle Corps, and that they enlisted in n Berkeley 
County ComlJany. 

Col. "\Yilliam Crawford,* in the fall of 1775, raised the 
Seventh _ Virginia in the "rest Augusta District, which 
fought in the battle of Long Island, was at Trenton, and 

was finally transferred to the "\Yestern Departlnent, and did 

• CoL Wllllum crnwtord llyf'(} on the site ot Xew HuYen, opposite Connellsyllle. 
Fayette County, Pennsylnmln, on the Youghlogheny River. lIe waH born In 1;32 in 
'what Is now Berkeley. County, and ('ame west or the mountains in 1'i(i.). lIe was ap­
pointed \ a Justice ot the pence by Pennsylmnla, but In the boundary Une dispute be­
tween Virginia nnd Pennsylyanillhe went with VIrginia. Arter rnl:-llng the Seyentll he 
was commissioned U(>uten8nt Colonel or the Firth, and then Colonel ot the Seventh. 
In 1i'i8, he held a command nt}'t- Pitt. In 17'82, the 8andusky expedition was projected 
a galnst the Indians and the volunteers composing It elected Crnw!ord commander ot 
the expedition. lie was captured by the Indians, and burned nt the stake on the 
lIth ot June, l'i82. 
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garrison duty at Fort Pitt. Nd roll of this regiment can be 

obtained, but most likely some out of all the men in it were 

trom the present territory of Monongalia. 
After the erection of Monongalia, Col. Crawford raised a 

second regiment, the Thirteenth Virginia, which he com­
manded. It was generally known as the "West Augusta 
Regiment." It was over 500 strong, and was raised to serve 
on the western bm'der in the event Indian troubles continued; 
if they ceased, to go wherever needed. Its service was en­
tirely in the West, doing duty in detachments at Forts Pitt 
and 1\IcIntosh and along the Ohio and Allegheny rivers. 
Neither can a roll of this regiment be found, nor anthing 
authentic to show how many men were in it from Mononga­
lia County.. Tradition says several. 

"7fiile these two regiments were being raised by Virginia, 
Pennsylvania raised in the Monongahela Valley the Eight 
Regiment of the Pennsylvania Line, 684 strong. On the 
muster-rolls of the Regiment appear the names of Robert 
and Godfrey Kern, George Martin and Anthony Evans, but 
whether of Monongalia or somewhere in Pennsylvania, there 
is nothing to show. 

1\Ion~ngalia had but few settlers in 1776, and they ,,:ere 
required to nlan their feeble stoclmde forts against attacks 
from Indians, and thus her militia was employed in resisti~g 
Great Britain in contending with her hired Indian allies, 
and as effectually as if in the Continental armies on the 
seaboard. 

The Generaf Assembly ordered, in June, 1776, that 
l\Ionongalia furnish three captains, three first lieutenants, 
three second lieutenants and three ensigns, each captain 
recnliting twenty-eight men, each first lieutenant twenty, 
each second lieutenant sixteen and each ensign ten; and in 
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October, 1777, it ordered a draft of forty single men from 
Monongalia. As bounties were offered for enlistments, and 
as previous enlistments from the county, in the militia on 
the Ohio, were to be cl'edited to the county, and as we find 
that the West Augusta regiments were recruited in the 
l\Ionongahela Valley, it is probable that no such draft in 
either case was ever made. 

Though frequent alarms of Indian incursions caused the 
settlers to seek safety in the forts during the years 1775 and 
1776, yet there is no account of any Indian force attempting 
to enter the county during those years. 

It seems that in the year 1777 a Tory* revolt was planned 
in the ~Ionongahela Valley, and tradition has it that s~veral 
persons engaged in it were alTested and taken to Richmond. 
The Genet'al Assembly, in October, 1777, empowel'ed the 
commissionerst sent by Congress to Fort Pitt to investigate 
the plot, to apprehend any inhabitant of Monongalia, Ohio 
or Yohogania engaged in it, and it is. said 'that a Tory 
was arrested and ordered to Richmond under guard of a bio 
of the Morgans, and that he was drowned in Cheat River, 
near the Dunkard Bottom, by the upsetting of the boat in 
which the party was crossing this stream. The settlers, 
according to the tradition, neither supposed the upsetting 
to have been accidental nor considered this disposition of 
the traitor 'wrong, as they were loath to spm'e able-bodied 
and brave men from home, with the Indians swarming on 
the border. 

•A Tory was one who, during the Revolutionary struggle, favored the claims of 
Great Brttaln against the Colonles, and hence was consfdered a traitor by the Cololllst& 

t Samuel Washington, Gabriel Jones and Joseph Reed. 
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In J uly, 1777, Indians appeared in force on Dunko.rd 
Creek in the J!orth-western part of the county. Capt. John 
Minor, on the 14th of that month at 8 o'clock, writes as 
follows from Fort Statler to Col. Zackwell Morgan: 

"This minute Alexander Clegg came in great haste, who escaped 
the shot of a number of Indians. 'Vhile we were getting ready to 
go after them John March and Jacob Jones came in, and say that 
they think they saw at least twenty, and followed them, but they 
escaped. The Indians fired at Jacob Farmer's house. Two men 
and a boy were killed, a young woman and two children missing. 
It is supposed that he [she 1] is killed, and Nathan Wirrey [Worley] 
and two of Jacob Jones's children,'" and a daughter of Farmer's. 
'Ve shall march after them in leBs than an hour. The truth may be 
relied on." 

The pursuit was fruitless. 
On the 19th of July, 1777, Richard Ashcraft and Thomas 

Carr, two of a company of spies, made oath before James 
Chew, a magistrate, that they discovered, on the evening of 
the 17th, the tracks of seven or eight Indians-on the head 
waters of Buffalo Creek, apparently going toward the 
"Monongahalia" River. There is no a-ccount of these 
Indians having done any mischief. 

On the 20th of the same month, 'Yilliam Cross and the 
Rev. John Corbly Wl'ote from Corbly's Fort (Greene County, 
Pa.) to Col. Morgan, for amunition and an order for flour to 
'Vilson's or Hardin's mill. 

During the summer of 1778, a large body of Indians pen­
eb'ated to Cobun's Creek, "and were," says the "Border 
Warfare," "making their way, as was genm'ally supposed, to 

• The namesot the Jones chlldren, It Is asserted upon good authority, were WilUam 
and Nancy. They were kept by the Indians Ove years. WIlUam came back and dl~ 
at the age ot nearly 100 years, near Gratton. Nancy mamed In Canada.. WUUam 
Jones said two ot the stoutest indians In the tribe, on learning ot David Morgan's Oght 
WIth and J..illing ot the two Indlllns, near PrIckett's Fort, swore an oath to kill llorgan 
or never return. They went on a trip to Ond Morgan, but as they never came back, the 
Indians supposed. they were killed by the Morgans. 

http:Dunko.rd
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a fort not far from Morgantown, when they fell in with a 
party of whites, returning n'om the labors of the corn-field, 
and then about a mile from Coburn's Fort. The Indians 
had placed themselves upon each side of the road ~eading to 
the fort, and from their covert fired on the whites, before 
they were aware of danger. John "roodfin being on horse­
back, had his thigh broken by a ball, which killed his 
horse and enabled them to catch him easily. Jacob Miller 
was shot through the abdomen, and soon oYertaken, toma­
hawked and scalped. The others escaped to the fort, 
Woodfin was afterwards found on a considel'able eminence 
overlooking the fo1'\, tomahawked and scalped," 

Willianl H~ymond, Jr., in a letter written in 1843, says: 
"While living there [Kern's Fort] Cobun's Fort was burnt 
by the Indians, I was at it while on fire. How it happened 
that I was suffered to go, I can not tell. Miller and W ood­
fin were killed on 1tIiiler's place, three miles from K~rn's 
Fort. While we were there they were brought into the fort 
on poles, haying their feet and hands tied, the poles nUlning 
between them. I l'emember this perfectly." 

There are other accounts of this sad affair, differing in the 
details. 1\1rs. Matilda Hall, a gl'and-daughter of Thomas 
Millet, and a daughter of Thomas Miller, Jr., who is now an 
ag~d woman, says that TIlomas Miller was plowing, and had 
set his gun down. An Indian crept up and shot Miller with 
it, who l'an into the woqds, but was overtaken and killed. 
l\fi1ler ,vas accomlJaniec1 from Cobun's Fort by his brother­
in-law, John 'Yoodfield, and his son, Thomas Miller, Jr.,;who 
escaped to the woods and hid in a pile of bnlsh. The 
Indians pursuing them. turned back when the others l'nised 
a yell upon overtaking Miller. They thus escaped. W ood­
field was killed s'ome years afterward by the Indians. Capt. 
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O. P. Jolliffe says that Thoma8 Miller (who was his maternal 
grandfather) and two of his children were attacked by the 
Indians. To secure him they allowed the children to 
escape. They caught Miller and tomahawked and scalped 
him, propping the body up by forks against a large beech 
tree, said to be-still standing with Miller's initials and the 
date of his death cut in the bark. 

The next appearance of the savages was on Dunkand 
Creek, and near to Statler's Fort. The" Border 'Varfare's" 
description of it is as follows: 

"They [the Indians] lay in a~buBh :on the road-side, awaiting 
the return of the men who were engaged at work, in some of the 
neighboring fields. Towards evening the men came on, carrying 
with them some hogs which they had killed for the use of the forl 
people, and on approaching where the Indians lay concealed were 
fired on and several fell. Those who escaped injury from the first 
fire, returned the shot, and a severe action ensued. But so many 
of the whites had been killed before the savages exposed them­
selves to view, that the remainder were unable long to sustain the 
unequal contest, Overpowered by numbers, the few who were 
still un?-urt, fled precipitately to the fort, leaving eighteen of their 
companions dead in the road. These were scalped and mangled 
by the Indians in a most shocking manner, and lay some time 
before the men in the fort, assured of the departure of the enemy, 
went out and buried them." 

This, brief account is' all that we have been able to find of 
this ambuscade and terrible slaughter. 

There was published in the jJ[onollgalia .lJ£irJ'ol', in 1855, 
by Joseph H. Powell, an account of an Indian adventure by 
the l\Iorgans, which he states was l'elated to hi~ by James 
1\Iorgan, one of the actOl'S. It was as follows : James Mor­
gan, a boy 10 yeal's old, ancl Levi his brother, aged 15, set 
Qut from the site of l\Iorgantown to visit -Plickett's Fort. 
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Their father,_ Col. Zackwell l\Iorgan, accompanied them a 
part of the way. Tying his horse near Booth's Creek, he 
helped the boys across the stream. Looking back he saw an 
Indian standing by his horse. Levi shot the. Indian, but 
the dischm'ge of the gun fl'ightened the horse, which broke 
loose and ran 'home. Col. Morgan made a raft and de­
scended the :Monongahela River as the quickest way of 
getting home. He was fired at by an Indian while on his 
way, but was not struck. The boys pushed on till near the 
site of Smithtown, where they came on the body of Thomas 
Stone, who had been shot and scalped that day. He had 
come b'om Redstone Old Fort with Robert Fenill and 
James West, to look out lands. On 'Vhite Day Creek Leyi 
shot a. 'Vyandotte Indian who was in the act of crossing 
that stream on a log. The boys were now afraid to cross 
the stream, and worked their way down to the mouth of the 
creek, where they discoyered a canoe with tlnee Indians 
and two white women and a child in it. They would haye 
fired on tIle Inc1i~ns, but their guns had gotten wet in a I'ain­
storm which had been raging for two hours, and would not 
go off. The Indians afterward took shelter under the clift's 
of the Cl'eek on the Mal'ion County side, and after inhu­
manly abusing their plisoners, lay down to sleep. In the 
night a large I'ock over them gave way and fell, cnlshing into 
a shapeless mass alike the I'ed demons ~nd their tortured 
victims. 

The next Indian attack of which thm'e is any account, 
,Yas made in June, 1779, at Martin's Fort on Crooked Run, 
in the northern pal't of the county, and on the west side of 
the Monongahela River. It is related in the "Border 
Warfnre" as follows: 
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HThe greater part of the lUen having gone forth early to their 
fanns, the women were engaged in milking the cows outside the 
gate, and the lllen who had been left behind were loitering around. 
The Indians (who were lying hid around the fort) rushed forward, 
and killed and made prisoners of ten of them. J ames Stewart, 
James Smalley and Peter Crouse were the only persons who fell, and 
John Shiver and his wife, two sons of Stewart, two sons of Smalley 
and a son of Crouse were carried into captivity. According to 
their statement upon their return, there were thirteen Indians in 
the party which surprised them. Instead of retreating with their 
prisoners, they remained at a little distance from the fort till night, 
,vhen they put the captives in a waste house near, under custody 
of two of the savages, while the remaining eleven went to see if 
they could not succeed in fo.rcing an entrance at the gate. The 
dogs were shut out at night, and the approach of the Indians 
exciting them to bark freely, gave notice of impending danger, in 
time for them to avert it. The savages returned to the house in 
which the prisoners were confined, and moved off with them to 
their towns. " 

In August, 1779, some men were mowing for Capt. David 
Scott, near the site of Granville. Two - of his daughtm's, 
Phebe and Fanny, started from where he lived, at the mouth 
of Pike Run, to can-y dinnm' to the men. Capt. Scott had 
intended to accompany them, but a man came and detained 
him longer than he expected. He had told the girls to go 
on, and he would overtake them. Presmi.tly he heard the 
report of a gun. Hastening across the river in the direction 
whence the sound came, he proceeclecll'apidly up the path 
toward the meadow, and when he arrived ne~r where James 
Hawthorn now lives, about a mile below Hamilton, he found 
Phebe, not far from the path, murdered and scalped, but 
Fanny could not be found. The Captain, hoping that she 
was a prisoner, went to Fort Pitt and engaged a hiendly 
Indian to ascertain where she was and to prevail on the 
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Indians to ransom her. Before his return som~ of his 
neighbors 'were drawn to a spot some distance from the path 
whel'e the girls were attacked, by buzzards hovering over it, 
and found the bo~y of Fanny half eaten and too much 
decayed to be removed; so a grave was dug and she was 
buried where she was killed. 

The" Border 'V-arfare" states that the girls were. captured 
on the path, but descendants of the family say they fled 
into the woods and were taken where they were killed. 

Not long after this occurrence, James Scott, a son of 
Capt. David Scott, a boy fifteen or sixteen years old, after 
trimming some apple trees near the site of Gra'nville, started 
]lOme on a road or path. When on the top of the steep hill 
where the Hamilton or "Jimtown" school-house stands, 
three or four Indians sprang out and grasped the l'ein of 
his horse. The horse sprang forward and tore loose, and 
ran down the hill to the river. The Indians fired at the 
retreating boy. Several shot (or a bullet accol'ding to an­
other account) went through his hat and cut the skin off the 
back of his' heael He fell on his horse's neck. The horse 
swam the river and canied him safely home. In addition 
to this acconnt by the descendants of the Scott family of 
James Scott's adventure, ,,\Yilliam Haymond says: 

"Brotller John and a,man named Lough, with some others, fol­
lowed the Indians, probably on Indian Creek above Morgantown. 
Lost the trail. They returned home, except J...ough who went fur­
ther in search of a horse he had lost. Some time after, while on 
his horse, he 8aw an Indian on horse-back riding towards him. He 
raised his gun and presented it. Another Indian shot at him and 
passed a ball through his arm between the wrist and elbow and 
through the arm between the elbow and shoulder and in the 8ide. 
The bullet lodged in the skin back of the side. Lough dropped his 

gun, wheeled his horse, and got safe home." 



-- , 
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See Page 287. 
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In 1779, from a letter from Col. Daniel Broadhead a1; 
Fort Pitt to Col. John Evans, it appears that Col. Broad­
head had made a requisition for militia from Monongalia to 
go on a tour to Fort Lauren's on the Tuscarawas, a branch 
of the Muskingum River, but countermanded the order for 
want of provisions and because of Col. Evans's statement 
that the Monongalia frontier was daily threatened by In­
dians. On the 11th of March, 1780, Col. Broadhead wrote 
to Col. Evans that he could furnish him no aid in subsisting 
or paying the men to be ordered to the stations on the 
Monongalia frontier by Col. Evans. Col. Broadhead, in a. 

letter of the 9th of May, wrote Col. Evans to hasten "plant­
ing and sowing the summer crop," to draft the militia for 
two months, and have them at Fort Henry by the 4th of 
June. On the 20th of lIay he wrote that he could not 
secure sufficient provisions to subsist the troops, and for the 
Monongalia militia not to march until further notice. On 
July 31st, he wrote again postponing his expedition and 
requesting Col. Evans to meet the lieutenants of the other 
counties at his quarters on the 16th of August, to consult on 
measures to be adopted for the defense of the frontier set­
tlements. 

The Indians again appeared in August, 1780, and Col. 
Daniel Broadhead, in a letter dated August 18th, wrote to 
Gen. Geo!ge Washington, that" the Lieutenant of Monon­
galia County informs me that ten men were killed on Friday 
last above the Forks of Cheat. They were quite off their 
guard when the Indians attacked them, and made no resis­
tance." The" Forks of Cheat" was a term used to designate 
the junction of Cheat with the Monongahela, and also the 
country between them for some distance from the junction. 

5 
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As there.is no account of any such slaughtelon the eas~ 
side of the Monongahela, this must have occurred on thb 
west side. The only account that we have of any Indian 
slaughter near the" Forks of Cheat" on the west side is 
that of a party of men which was attacked ~t the mouth of 
Doll's Run. Several were taken prisoners and four killed 
by Indians, over thirty strong. John Statler and James 
Piles were two of the four men killed. All accounts agree 
in this, but then widely diverge. Zachariah Piles, a boy of 
16, swam Dolrs Run after being shot in the heel, and' 

escaped. Hi~ son, Riley, and his daughter, Mrs. Hannah 
Sines, say that ~he white men were engaged in moving some 
people into Fort Statler, or were on their way to do so, 
when the Indians captured James Troy and one Hiley and 
one Shoemaker. Another version of the affair, £I'om trust­
worthy persons, is to the effect that the party of white men 
were going for corn which had been raised up Doll's Run. 
That they we:r;e going for hogs, that they were engaged in 
making a trough, and that six men were killed instead' of 
four; is the effect of three other accounts. While all the 
accounts are conflict.ing as to the number ,of white men and 
the object of their tI'ip, theyagt'ee upon the locality, and 
that b'om four to six were killed and some captured, by 
twenty-five or thirty Indians, who had.surprised them. The 
"Border ,Yarfare" is silent about this occurrence. It is 

most likely that this "'~s the fatal surprise that Ci>l. Evans 
reported to Col. Broadhead, just as he heard it from the 
first runner who ca~,e in from Ft. Statler. Ten men likely 
being missing when those 6£ the company that escaped got 
back to the fort, they would report them all killed. Each 
account of the affair stated is claimed to have, been given. 
by one or more of the survivors of the affair. 

http:there.is
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On Washington's Birthday, some time between 1830 and 
1840, two volunteer military companies-one from Gl'eene 
County, Pa., and th~ other from Monongalia County~took 
up the bones of the murdered men* where they were buried 
on the run, and re-interred them in Core's graveyard with 
the honors of war. 

,A traditional account says that Joseph Statler and a man 
by the name of Myers were out one day from Statler's Fort, 
on Jake's Run, and heard a noise which they supposed to 
be the gobble of a turkey. Some old men with them said 
the noise proceeded from Indians; Notwithstanding this 
warning, they determined to go in pursuit, and were shot 
and scalped. 

About this time, William Thomas and another ~an by 
the name of Smith wel'e drawing rails on a branch of Dun­
kard Creek, when Indians fired on tliem. Thomas was 
struck and rall' and hid in some bushes, where he was found 
dead two or three days afterward. Smith ran to the house 
and called Mrs. Thomas; and they had fled but a few yards 
when she thought of her baby in the cracUe. Smith ran 
back to the house and secured it, and they escaped. 

During 1780 and 1781, the commander at Fort Pitt sent 
parties up the Monongahela Valley to buy, if possible, and 

if not, to take, cattl~ and supplies for the army.t 

• Still other accounts ot thls tatal surprise are In eXistence, besIdes the ones given. 
or these accounts not mentioned at aU in the above descrlptlon, some are mIxed with 
the attack on Ft. Martln, and others bear in their statement the stamp ot the Impossi­
bUlty Of their correctness, and others again dId not stand the test or a careful examI­
nation ot beIng probable or even pOl:l.':J1ble. 

t The rolloWIng receipt was found among the papers or CoL Wm. :?JIcCleary: "nee'd, 
:March the 22<1, 1.80, ot W11l1am McCleery, Three thousand Dollars by the Order or 
Colo. John Evans, whIch ~um was deposIted in hIs hands tor PUrchasing ProvisIons ror 
the use ot the m1l1ttn In actual servIce on the Frontlers of :Monongalia County, WlI. 
llINOR." MInor was the commandor ot Ft. Statler. 
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In the spring of 1781, Thomas Pindall, who lived a mile 
or so from Harrison's Fort, went to .the fort one day at & 

time when the larger part of the immediate neighborhood 
had gathered there for safety, and'induced his brother-in7 

law, John Harrison, and two young surveyors from Eastern 
ViI-ginia, named Crawford and Wright, to return home with 
him. Some time after going to bed, the women waked Pin­
clall and told him they had heard a noise several times like 
some one whistling on a charger, and being apprehensive of 
Indians, wanted to go to the fort. The men listened but 
heard nothing, and concluded that the women had heard 
nothing but the blowing of the wind. Nothing more was 
heard until morning, when the men arose and Pindall went 
to the woods in search of his horses, and John Harrison 
and the surveyors went to the spring above the'house' to 
wash. Indians concealed behind a pile of logs, fired 
three shots at them. Crawford and Wright fell dead, and 
Harrison, who was standing between them, fled and suc­
ceeded in reacll?-ng the fort. The women, hearing the crack 
of the guns, sprang out of bed and fled toward the fort. 
The Indians pursued them, and just a few yards from 
where John M. Garlow's dwelling-house now stands they 
overtook Elizabeth, wife of Thomas Pindall, a very beautiful 
woman possessing a very long and luxurious 8~t of hair. 
No plea for mercy was entertained, and she was murdered 
and scalped upon the spot. Her companion in flight, 
Rachel Pindall, succeeded in reaching the fort. The 

Indians immediately retreated, and when Thomas Pindall 
came in with his horses and saw the two surveyors lying by 
the spring he thought they had tied red handkerchiefs 
around their heads and were trying to playa trick on him. 
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He spoke to them, saying, "Boys, you can't fool me ;" but 
coming nearer, he saw their heads were red with their life­
blood.* 

William Davies, Secretary of-"\Var of Virginia, in a letter 
written April 12, 1782, to Gen. Irvine at Fort Pitt, asks the 
loan of 200 or 300 pounds of amunition for the people of 
Monongalia, and said: "The incursions of the Indians into 
the county of Monongalia and the number of inhabitants 
they have killed, have induced the government [Virg'inia] to 

order a 'company from Hampshire [County] to march to 
their relief. The defense of these people being a Conti­
nental as well as a State object, I have desired Col. Evans 
to maintain a correspondence with you." Gen. Irvine's 
letter of April 20th to Gov. Harrison of Virginia, stated 
that he was unable to detach Continental troops to protect 
the Virginia border, and that Col. Evans had Wl'itten him 
that he had only 300 effective men to guard a frontier of 
eighty miles, and asked assistance in men, arms and ammu­
nition. Gov. Harrison ordered a company of militia from 
Hampshire to march to Monongalia. They were to be 
relieved by a company formed in Rockingham and Augusta. 
These, with some other troops ordered to Tygart's Valley, 
in all seventy men, were to be under Col. Evans's direction, 
and all the Virginia militia on the Western border were to 
be under Gen. Irvine. Col. Evans reported to Gen. Irvine 
on June 30th, as follows: " 

"The enemy are frequently in our !:!ettlements, murdering ~ and 
We are situated in so scattering a manner that wo are not able to 
assist one another in time of need. There 0.1'0 the HorRe-shoe, Ty­
ger's Valley, West Fork, Dunker's bottom and where I live (near 

• The above description of this murder was given the wrtter by :Mrs. Uebecca John, 
a niece ot Mrs. EUzabeth PindalL 
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Morgantown) to defend; and in the whole we have not more than. 
300 militia fit for duty. Those settlements are a very great distance 
apart, and no one settlement able to furnish men to the relief of 
the others. And another artiole we are destitute of is provision. 
We have it not amongst us. T~e company from Hampshire I have 
stationed at Tyger's Valley, Horse-shoe and West Fork. I have 
got a small supply of ammunition from the government." 

Gen. Irvine in his reply, July 16th, stated that he was 
then" straightened in all respects. As to provision it h, 
not in .the country;" but that '0.11 provision for the army 
was furnished by contractors, and that if Col. Evans could 
find a responsible person willing to supply provisions he 
(Gen. Ir~ne) would contract with him. There is nothing 
to show whether such contract was ever made or not, but 
the military outposts were kept up for several succeeding 
years, and Ranger companies and companies of, scouts were 
continually on the frontiers of l\Ionongalia, but the burning 
of the county records in 1796 destroyed all the muster-rolls 

of these companies.* 

In 1782, in Monongalia 100 pounds of tobacco was paid 

for the scalp of a wolf under six months old, and 200 
pounds for one over that age. 

* The followIng paper Is in the posseBS1on of the West Virgtn1a. Blstortca.l Sootety: 
" A pay abstract 01: Capt. John Whttzell'S [Wetzelj company Of Rangers Mononga-· 

hala County under command or Col. Daniel McFarland. Rangtng in Monongahala 
and Ohio counties from the ~d day or Aprtl to the 25th July 1778 both days included. : 

. '" John 'Whitzell, Capt.; Wm. Crawrord, lleut.; John MadlBon, enB1.:,on;· Peter Miller, 
sergeant; Chrtstlan Copley, sergeant. ' 

" 'John SL't, Sam'l Brown., Lewis Bonnell, Jacob Teusbllugh, Joseph, Morris, BanJ. 
Wright, Wm. Hall, PhIl. Nicholas, John Nicholas, Henry Yoho, John Duncan, Thos. 
HargiS, John Province, Jr., Henry Frn.nks, Nicholas Crousber, Jacob Teusbaugh, John 
SiX, Abram Eastwood, Conrad Hur, Martin Whltzell, Enoch Enochs, Jacob ruMe, Val­
entine Lawrence, John Andreuer, John Smith,. Wm. Gardiner, David Casto, Joseph 
Yeager, Phil. Catt, 000. Catt, JOSeph Coone, Mntth1a8 rume, Jacob Spangler, Peter 
Goosey, Ph111p Barker.'" 

, Th1s company was raised. in what 18 now Washington County, Pennsylvania. In 
What part or 1I0nongalla they served can not be ascerta1ned. 
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William Haymond, in his letters* written in 1846, says 
his father "was preparing to go into the Revolutionary 
Army when news came that peace was made. They had a 
great rejoicing meeting on the o~casion in Morgantown." 
But peace on the seaboard, while it gave them political 
freedom, was not peace on the western frontier, s.till men­

aced by Indian war-parties. 

* We extract trom these letters the following: 
" I recollect brother John and myseU;w1th Prince and SUder [horses] went to Ruble's 

mm In PennSylvania, eleven mnes; stayed all nIght. Next morning when on our 
horses to start tor home, Ruble or some other person brought each of us a piece of 
l1ght bread spread ,nth butter. This I thought such a great feast that I have It In my 
mind to this day." , 

"While Hving In said tort [Kern's] we had the smallpox In the natural way. Two 
children I think were all that died. However, my father lost six or seven negroes 
there. It is said they were poisoned. We boys would go on w\lat was called the hog_ 
back near the fort to hunt. We used the baw and arrow, and were very good at 
Shooting with them. Once allln the [tort] yard, one shot up an arrow nearly straight. 
It tell and struck through the wrist of either Capt. John Evans or one or the Wllsons. 
It was hard to draw it out." 

Indian alarms were rrequent after his father had left the fort. One he describes as 
follows: "A man reported seeing an Indian; the men ran out [of a house] with their 
guns, but no Indian. On exam1n1ng, It was found that he had seen a dogwood which 
some person had cut, and l\ red Bupstance had oozed out ot it. Orten the Indians 
killed or took prisoners in three or four mlles or us." 



CHAPTER VIII. 

CLOSE OF THE INDIAN WARS. 
1783-1792, 

The Frontier Cabin-The Early Settlers-A Coward's Courage 
Tested-!..."\Vashington's Visit-Capture of Dawson-An Indian 
Party Killed-Attack on the Cleggs and Murder of the Hand­
suckers-Adventures of two Boys and of Col. John Evans­
Indian Campaigns-Monongalians in Them-Levi Morgan­
List of Taxable Persons in 178G-Murder of the First County 
f?urveyor. 

WE come now to consider the closing of the Indian wars 
with the whites, Before doing this, however, let a glance 
be taken at the life, habits, customs and manners of the 

early settlers. 

The settlers usually came bringing all their worleliy store 

-consisting of the bare I?-ecessities of life-on pack horses. 
Aft'er arriving at their destination, the first thing did was 

the selection of a cabin-site. This selection was always 

determined by a good spring o~ water; a.nd hence the cabin 
was almost always found in a hollow. Now trees were 

felled and cut into logs to build the cabin. This done, a' 
day was set for the" l'aising," and everyone within five or 

six miles was notified. The neighbors turned out en 1nasse; 

and the round logs (sometimes they were hewn) were 

rapiclly placed in position. At each corner was an expert 
hand with an ax to sadelle and notch down the logs so low 

that they would come nearly together. The usual height 

was one story-sometimes a story and a half. The gable 

was made with logs gradually shortened up to the top. 

The roof of clap-boards was now placed on and secUl'eel by 
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heavy weight-poles. The puncheon door was swung 
on wooden' hinges, 'and a puncheon floor laid of slabs 
placed down with the hewed side up, and fastened with 
wooden pins driven through holes bored at each end and 
down into the heavy sleepers. At a convenient height in 

the side of the cabin, an aperture was ,ade by leaving ou~ 

part of a log, and this space was filled with a few panes of 
glass placed lengthwise, or paper greased with hog's lard 
was substituted, to let in the light, while here and there a 
loop-hole was made so that the cabin 'might be converted 

into a fort in case of attack by IndiaD;s. A door-way was 
cut through one of the walls, and split or hewed pieces 
called door-cheeks, reaching ll'om the bottom to the top of 
the opening, were pinned to the ends of .the logs with· 
wooden pins. A wood latch was placed on the inside of 
the door. To this latch was attached a leather string, 
which was placed through a hole in the door four or five 
inches above the latch. By pulling on this string from the 
outside, and thus lifting th~ latch, admittance was gained 
to the cabin. The inmates made themselves secure in the 
night season by pulling in the string. The interstices or 
crdcks between the logs were closed with mud. The 

larger cracks or chinks were first partly closed with split 
sticks before the mud was applied. The building was 

generally completetl without the use of a single nail. To 
the cabin was added a stone-chimney, extending nearly 
across one end of the house, with .a hearth of such ample 

dimensions as to accommodate a back-log of such size, that 
a horse was Qften required to draw it into the cabin in ll'ont 

of the fire-place, into which it would be rolled with hand­

spikes. The cabin up and floored, the crowd at the 
"raising" would assemble before the'door and while away 
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the ti~e till supper, by indulging in feats of strength and 
dexterity. Supper would consist of cOlon-bread and a fine 
array of venison, bear-meat and wild turkey. The remain­
der of the day till nightfall would be passed away with 
foot-races, trials of skill with the rifle, lifting at a great 

rock, friendly wrEWtles, etc. At dusk the settlers would 
scatter to their homes, carrying with them their trusty 
rifles-inseparable companions in those days of lurking and 
blood-thirsty Indians. The furnishing of the cabin was 
quickly accomplished. Blocks with legs inserted, answered 
for stools and chairs; and for wash~tubs, soap-barrels and 
the like, troughs were used. The table was often two slabs 
securely fastened on stout pieces driven into the wall, and 
'supported at their other ends by rude legs. Wood plates 
were to be seen; and the table that could afford a full set of 
pewter plates and spoons was thought to be something 

elegant. Their bedstead In many cases _was but "rails or 
poles kept up by forked sticks and cross sticks in the wall." 
Over the door-way laid the indispensable rifle on two 
wooden h~oks, probably taken from a dogwQod bush, and 
pinned to a log of the wall. Along the wall would hang 
divers garments. Entering the house, often the first' thing 
that greeted your gaze was the loom upon which the women 
wove the home-made clothing of that day, cailed linsey-a 
wm'm and lasting cloth made of flax and wool. Beside the 
100m stood the spinning-wheel. Duri~g the day the door 
of the cabin stood open to afford light; and _at night, 

through the winter, li~ht was emitted from the fire-place, 
where huge logs were kept ~urning. Candles and lamps 
of rude manufacture were used. The candles were usually 
made of tallow~ but sometimes of beeswax and tallow, and 
occasionally lard was added to the compound'. These can­
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dIes were called" dips," being made without molds, by sim­
ply dipping the wicks of twisted rags or flax into the melted 
tallow. Se~eral wicks would be attached to a stick and thus 
simultaneously immersed, then lifted and placed where the 
adhering tallow would quickly cool. 1Vhile these cooled 
others were dipped, and this process had to be repeated 
many times before the candles were large enough for use. 
The melted tallow was usually poured into a kettle of boil­
ing water, on top of which it floated, and this gave the 
depth ,necessary for forming tlie candles. The Germans 
from ;:pennsylvania brought with them a curious iron lamp 
in which lard was used. A very common substitute for a 
lamp in those early days was a saucer fllled with lard, in 
which a twisted rag wick -was placed. Sometimes a ,br~ken 
tea cup was used, or a large turnip scraped out and filled 
with lard. In some localities pine knots were used. 

A. single room generally served the purposes of kitchen, 
dining-room, sitting-room, bed-room and parlor. In most 
families there were from six to ten children, who, with their 
parents, were crowded into this one room. In one corner 
was the father and mother's bed, and under it the trundle­
bed for the smaller children. The larger children lodged 
in the loft, w~ich they reached by a ladder in another 
corner; and sometimes they made tracks to and from their 
beds in the snow driven through the crevices by the wind. 
Often in the winter would they awake to find their beds 
covered with snow. . Sometimes, as the family increased, an 
addition was built to the cabin, and another room added. 

The settler cleared out a patch for corn, planted 'it, built 
his bear pens, and spent every spare moment in the forest 
hunting, as meat was to be his principal food until he could 
clear out his patch into a field large enough to provide him 
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with a crop sufficient to supply his needs. A harrow with. 
wooden teeth, and a rude pl01v roughly fashioned, were 
used for the cultivation of this field, and no thought given 
to any means for the preservation of its fertility. It was 
counted for so many crops; and, by the time exhausted, 
another would be cleared out to take its place. When the 
corn was raised (for wheat was not thought of), it was nec­
essary to prepare it for the table. There were no mills, and 

it was placed in ~he hominy block and pounded with a 
pestle. When too soft for this, the ears were rubbed over a 
tin grater of a concave form, nailed to a block or boa~d, on 

which the meal fell. This was improved by the introduc­
tion of the hand mill, which consisted of two stones placed 

in a h~op pl'ovided with a spout for the discharge of the 
meal. A beam was attached to an upright piece fastened 
into the upper stone, and two persons could labor at the 
same time, in turning the mill. Pel'sons came from a dis­
tance to grind on them. They tanned the hides of animals 
with the brains of the animals; and had a trough sunk in 

the ground for tanning their leather, which was effect~d by 
the use of bark, ashes and tallow. This made a very course 

though very substantial article. Every man had to be his 
own blacksmith, carpenter and shoemaker. 

These settlers were a hardy, fearless folk. Their manners, 
though not polished, were open and n'ank. Jealous of 
their honor and proud of their word, he who impugned the 

one, or doubted t~e other, had to answer for llis temerity at 
the point of blows. A fight was the arbitrament of any 
trouble that. could not easily be settled. No unfair advan­

tage was suffered to be taken by either party, and the fight 
continued till one of the contestants being satisfied with the 

hammering he was receiving from his adversary, would cry 
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out"Enough," when his assailant would desist, and the 
matter ended.. There was no, after-talk ~f knives, pistols 
and slungshots, or planning of a' cowardly attack by the 
beaten party upon his opponent. To" receive the lie," 
without giving a blow in exchange, was to be looked upon 
as a coward by every one. They used no flattery, practiced 
no deceit, and were kind, generous and hospitable. Cross­
ing his threshold, the settler gave you a cordial welcome, 
standing before you with his tastefully fringed hunting 
shirt, deer-skin breeches, substantial moccasins, and coon­
skin cap, tall and well proportioned in form, with a sun­
tanned but honest and intelligent face, and a fearless eye. 
During this early period, the settlers had nothing but furs 
with which to procure iron and salt. Leaving home with a 
pack horse heavily laden, they crossed the mountains by 
bridle-paths to the South Branch and Winchester, to 
dispose of their furs. It took several days to perform the 
journey there and back. They encamped at night in the 
mountains with their pack-saddles for pillows, and sank to 
sleep aPlid the howling of the wolves around and the scream 
of the panther in the distance. On their return, when 
approaching their homes, they dreaded to look towards 
them, lest a pile of ashes might greet their gaze, showing 
that the Indians had been there, and murdered their families 
and burned their cabins. 

Capt. John Evans, generally called Capt. Jack Eva~s, 
about the year 1783, was in command of a company at the 
Old Station Spring. A coward in the company was tried 
by 0. pretended Indian attack, made by four or five of the 
company.. He broke and ran back into the settlements and 
gave an alarm, that a large force of Indians were coming, 
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RJ?d had killed every one at the Station. The settlers on 
the west side of the l\Ionongahela River crossed over at 
different places. Margaret, wife of Capt. John Dent, being 
alone, left home on th~ alarm and rode to the river. Find­
ing no one there, she swam her horse across in the night to 
give the alarm at her fatber's, Col .. John Evans's. 

Gen. George Washington, in 1784, when on the Monon­
gahela River examining th~ country to ascertain the feasi­
bility of cutting a canal from the Potomac across to any of 
the tributary waters of the l\Ionongahela, passed up the 
river to Col. John Evans's, and thence rode out into the 
vicinity of the Pierpont Church, to where Col. Samuel 
Hanway kept the land office of the county. Mter examin­
ing the land-books he rode back to Col.· Evans's and stayed 
all night in a house still standing, and which is preserved 
by the.Evans family on account of Washington's staying 
over night in it. Probably, if some of the choicest tracts· 
of land had not been patented at that time, Washington 
might have taken them up and became a landh01der in 
Monongalia. 

About 1785 or 1786, one mile north of the site of Cass­
ville, a boy by the name of William Dawson was captured 
by Indians while harrowing in a field. He wore a long linen 
gown. An old Indian and two Indian boys about Dawson's 
age., came along. The Indian sent the boys over to take 
Dawson, and laughed at the hard fight they had in doing 
it. They took the IDm'e Dawson waS halTowing with, and 
above where Brown's mill is, shot her because she neighed 
so loudly for her colt. Dawson was a prisoner till Wayne's 
treaty, when he was given up, and came back. This is the 
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account given by Elizabeth, the wife of Nathan Johnson, ~o 
ex-Sheriff John T. Fleming. Mrs. Johnson, who was an 
intelligent woman, wa~ well acquainted with Dawson. There 
is a traditional account which differs somewhat from the 
above, in some of the particulars, claimed to have been 
derived from Dawson. 

There is also a traditional acc6unt of George Tucker and 
James O'Neil pursuing and killing a party of Indians who 
had murdered a family by the name of Hutchinson. All 
the family were killed except a young woman, whom they 
were carrying off into captivity: The last of this Indian 
party was killed on the headwaters of Dunkard Creek, and 
the young woman rescued. The white men were aided by 
a dog which was train~d to seize an Indian by the throat 
and kill him. 

The final struggle between the Indian ~nd the white man 
lor the territory of Monongalia County as now bonnded, 
occurred towards the close of the month of June in 1791. 
The "Chronicles of Border Warfare" says: 

"Early in the morning, as Mr. Clegg, Mr. Handsucker, and two 
of Handsucker's sons were engaged at work in a corn field near 
the house, they. were shot at by some concealed savages, and 
Handsucker was wounded and soon overtaken. Clegg and Hand­
sucker's sons ran toward the house, and the former entering it, 
defended it for a while; but confident that he would soon be 
driven out by fire, he surrendered on condition that they would 
spare his life and that of his little daughter with him. The boys 
passed the house, but were taken by some of the savages who were 
also concealed in the direction in which they ran, and who had 
just made captive Mrs. HandsucKer and her infant. They then 
plundered and set fire to the house, caught the horses and made off 
,vith the prisoners, leaving one of their company, as usual, to 
watch after their retreat. I 

"'When the firing was first heard, Mrs. Clegg befug some distance 
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from the house, concealed herself in the creek, under some project­
ing bushel', until everything became quiet. She then crept out, 
but perceiving the Indian who had remained near the burning 
house, she took to flight; and he having at the same time discov­
ered her, ran in pursuit. She was so -far in advance, and ran so 
well, that the savage despairing of overtaking her, raised his gun 
and fired as she ran. The ball just grazed the top of her shoulder, 
but not impeding her flight, she got safely off. Mr. Handsucker, 
his wife and child, were murdered on the dividing ridge between 
Dunkard and Fish creeks. Mr. Clegg, after some time, got back, 
and upon the close of the Indian war, ransomed his two daughters." 

William Minor, a man eighty-five years old in 1882, stated 
to the writer that his maternal gI°andfather, Alexander Clegg, 
after surrendering to the Indians, told them there were sixty 
dollars in silvel° 'in the burning house, and they sent one of 
their number back to get it; that this Indian perceived Mar­
garet Clegg and gave chase, firing and wounding her slightly 
in the shoulder; that she escaped to Baldwin's Block-house, 
which stood near the site of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Blacksville; that Alexander Clegg, through the 
intercession of Simon Girty, was allowed to come home and 
bring his oldest daughter, Peggy, but had to leave Susan 
(afterwards wife of Samuel Minor and mother of W m. 
Minor); that Clegg sent back to Girty for the Indians, as 
he had promised, a rifled gun and a sum of money, and 
Susan was sent home. The Handsuckers, it is said, were 
taken by the Indians some distance into what is now Wetzel 
County, and there killed. ' 

Thus, in the Dunkmod Valley, was shed the last bl~od of 
the white man in winning the soil of Monongalia County 
from the dominion of the Indian, after a bloody struggle of 
many long and perilous years. * 

• As late as 1801 we find that munitions ot war, tor use agatnst the Indtans, were in 
Monongalla. On the 11th ot Ju17 the tolloWing letter was written to CoL Willlam 
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'fhere is an accou~t handeq. down on Stewart's 1=tun, that 
about 1790, or later, William, a son of John Stewart, and 
another boy, both about fourteen years of age, were pur­
sued by Indians while they were returning from mill on 
Scott's Mill Run. The militia turned out, among whom 
were Joseph Barker, and Peter Hess, and went in pursuit 
of the Indians, finding their camp fires on the head of 
Scott's Mill Run, but failing to overtake them. The Indians 
made good their retreat, with two prisoners captured on 
Scott's Mill Run.* 

Camfaigns were projected by the whites against the ~n­
dians, to protect the frontier from their ravages; and in 
1781, Gen. George Rodgers Clark, who had his headquar­
ters at Wheeling, visited the Monongahela Valley to raise 
troops for an'Indian campaign, a part of which was the ill­
fated Col. Lochrey command. In 1781-2, Col. David Will­
iamson led two campaigns; and later in 1782, Col. Craw­
ford's disastrous expedition occun:ed. Gen. Harmar, in 
1790, led another expedition, and was defeated. In all 
these campaigns we have no account of any l\Ionongalia 
militia or soldiers, but undoubtedly there were some of her 
adventurous spirits in them, as her spies and scouts were 
~ing duty across the Ohio River. 
llCCleary trom the War Department: "I thank you tor your tavor ot the 1st Inst., 
and request that you wtll have the lead, the property ot the United States in your 
}lOSSession, sent to Isaac Craig, :ogq., Store-keeper at Pittsburgh, by the first sate 
opportunity, and transmit his receipt therelor to thIs Department. 

"Your obedient servant, .... H. DEARBORN." 
• Capt. (" Jack") John Evans used to relate an adventure with Indians when he was 

a boy eight or ten years old. His tather's cabin was stockaded, and a IamUy by the 
name ot JOhnson, Hvlng near the Monongahela rover, during an alarm ot Indians, 
:me to Evans's tor salety. Capt. John was sent down to Johnson's to get a horse left 

hind. He tound some eggs there, which he placed in a smouldering log-heap, and 
~ent aroUnd a. high cleared knoll to look tor the horse. Comtng back to the log-heap 
t: saw Indian tracks In the ashes, and knew that they were on hIs trail coming round 
t e knOb. He ran and succeeded in getting away. The Indians took the horse, and 
~lng a Prisoner by the name ot Walls on Its baCk, made It swim the river at Granville. 
t e Indians croSSed on a raft. Walls escaped afterwards, and told how the Indians 
ouna the eggs and Iollowed the boy's track. 	 . 


6 
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In 1791, Gen. St. Clair organized the expedition which 
met with such signal defeat 011 the 4th of November, 1791. 
In this expedition as scouts were Levi 1\Iorgan and James 
Pindall, while in the rank~ as regular soldiers we~e James 
and "Mod" Morgan, with others of l\Ionongalia whose 
names are lost. Levi Morgan shot an Indian while in the 
act of shooting" 1\Iod;" and in the retreat, when his brother 
James gave out, "Mod" declared that no Indian should 
ever kill a brother of his, and drew his tomahawk' over 
J ames as though he would kill him, which had the desired 
effect of rousing James to another effort to flee. The next 
day, after the retreat, when all the men were stiff and sore, 
Levi engaged in various feats of dexterity to show how little 
effect the ten'ible retreat had had on him. .In Wayne's 
campaign Levi l\Iorgan was again with the al'my as a scout 
and spy, and others from Monongalia ~ere in that army. 

Levi Morgan was -a leading spiri~ among the many bold 
and adventurous scouts and Indian fighters of Monongalia. 
Small in stature for that day, he was 'possessed of wonder­
ful muscular strength, and though cool and cautious in 
wood-craft and war-craft, yet he was fearless of all danger 
in time of battle. From his reticence and utter disregard 
of fame, he has never occupied the place in frontier history 
to which his ~eats of daring entitle him. 

The following list of persons having taxable property in 

Monongalia County in 1786, consisting of tithables, horses 
anel cattle, as attested by John Evans, Clerk, and J. Pendle­
ton, Auditor, was found among the papers of Col. William 
McCleary, and furnished us by Mr. John J. Brown: 

.James Dunn, .James Snodgrass, Benj. Whitson, 
Zacquill Morgan, Jr., .Jacob Pritchet, Jr., Calder Haymond, 
Thomas Haymond, Edward Haymond, Nath. Springer, 
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Elias Prince, 

Josiah Pritchet, 
Robison Lucas, 
David Morgan?_ 
.}ames Barnes, 
Elisha Bratton, 
Thomas Griggs, 
Nath. Reeves, 
John Miller, 
Jonathan Lams, 
Morgan Morgan, 

Joseph Barker, 
Aaron Hiney, 
William Dawson, 

Q~~~~ Snider, 
John Carberry, 
Jacob Scott, 
Thomas Harrison, 
James Denny, 
John Callihan, 

Thomas Pindall, Sr., 
Elijah Piles, 
William Martin, 
Thomas Dawson, 
Roger Parks, 

William Bryan, 
James Morgan, 
Da.vid Fancher, 
Stephen Morgan, 
Uz Barnes, 

John Holt, 
Reuben Bunner, 
Francis Burrell, 
'Villiam "Barnes,. 
Thomas Barnes, 

Henry Barnes, ,..-Wm. Pettyjohn, Sr., 
Stokely Little, John Pettyjohn, 
Jacob Pritchet, Sr., Isaac Pritchet, 
Abram Lowe, Abner Harper, 

James West, John Beesley, 
William Snodgrass, 'Villiam Graham. 

JOHN DENT'S RETURN. 

Edward Evans, ,/ 
James Barker, 
Jacob Harrow, 
Michael Core, 
Isaac Camp, 
William Lamasters, 
John Little, 
John Golding, 
Thomas Brown, 
Gordon HaIlon, 
Gilbert Butler, 
John Barker, 
Azariah Haskins, 

Garrard Evans, 
Isaac IJamasters, 

David'Vatkins, 
John Stuart, 
Isaiah Haskins, 
John Lowe, 
Henry Batton, 
John Cochran, 
Philip Pindall, 

Peter Kess, 
,-_Joseph Dawson, 

Thomas Lamasters, 
John Hamilton. 

FRANCIS WARMAN'S RETURN. 

Anthony Abell, . 

Ignatus Butler, 
Josiah Ball, 

Charles Griggsbey, 
Adam Hehnick, 
Patrick Johnson,.... 
Martha Jenkins, 
Samuel Lewellin, 
Thomas Malott, 

James Anderson, 
Clifford Butler, 
Joseph Downing, ... 
Michael Henry, 
William Hamilton, 
John Scott, 
Joshua Lowe, 
Jacob Lewellin, 
Joseph Martin, 

Robert Brown, 

William Beall, 
Charles Donaldson, 
Isaac Hall, 
Frederick Ice, 
Enoch Jenkins, 
Doctor Lewellin, 
John Leath, 
'Villiam Neighbors, 
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,\Villiam Norris, John Ramsey, Sr., John Ramsey, Jr., 
Samuel Ruble, James Ross, Jeremiah Tannehill, 
William Tannehill, Stephen Warman, Andrew Park, 
Arthur Trader, Sr., Moses Trader, Francis ,\Varman. I 

JAMES COCHRAN'S RETURN. 

Henry Banks, 

John Tibbs, 

John Downer, 

George Keller, 

John ,\Vade, 

Benjamin Jennings, 

Nehemiah Harper, 

John Pierpont, 

John Ferguson, 

William Robe, Jr., 

Elijah Burris, 

Joshua Jenkins, 

John Finch, 

Samuel Gribb, 


Jacob Langston, 

Jacob Pindall, 

David Croll, 

Thomas Ryan, 

J ames Read, 

Henry Croll, 

Andrew Jones, 


Peter Switcher, 
John Smith, 
Hiram Mitchell, 
Martin Zornes, 
James J obnsolI', 
Joseph Cox, 

Daniel Burchill, 

John Evans, ( 
James Spurgin, 
Jarvis Brumegin, 
John Burk, 
Simon Troy, 
Joseph Jacobs, 
Robert Bennett, 
Josiah 'Vilson, 
Charles Hanyman, 
Samuel Hanway, 
Joseph ,\Yilson, 
Hugh McNeely, 
Jacob Nuse, 
David Patterson, 

JOSEPH JENKINS'S 

Michael Kerns, 
William Jolliffe, 
Ann Miller, 
James Cochran, 
Joseph Trickett, 

-------~-~ ~ ..... ~ 
Michael Lawrence, 
James S. ,\Yilson, 

Philip Shuttlesworth, John Hall, 
David Calmire, 
Benjamin ,\Yilson, 

Marg't Cunningham, 
David Gray, 
Pritchard Merrefield, 
Henry Smith, 
Boaz Burris, 
Daniel Sayre, ­
David Sayre, ­
Evan Morgan, 
,\Yilliam Robe, Sr., 
,\Villiam Joseph, 
Jacob Jacobs, 
Philemon Askins, 
Thomas Pindall. 

RETURN. 

James Cobun, 
John Plum, 
Henry Tucker, 
Aug't Friend, 
Jacob Youngman, 
Sarah Frakes, 
James Tibbs, redhead, 
Robert Ferrell, 
James Daugherty, 
Eo!?e!!. Sever~ ~ 

Francis Bennett, Sr., ,\Villiam Chapman, 
George Hollenback, Benjamin Sutton, 
Thomas Laidley, Zebulon Hoge. 

DAVID SCOTr'S RETURN. 

Charles Martin, Charles Ramsey, 
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Peter Bruner, Simeon Everly, Casper Everly, 

Richard Harrison, Elisha Scott, Amos Smith, 

Thomas Azel, Philip Crose, James Jo~nson, 


John Ramsey, .-. Jesse Martin, James Ruggles, 

Lafe Hardin, John McNeal, Thomas Ruggles, 

J allies Benefield, William H-Olson, James Kelley, 

William Moore, William Owens, George Martin, 

Chris. Garlo,!, Thomas Wade, ,/ George 'Vade/ 


• George Weaver, George Hiley, David Pil~s, 
John Troy, Jo~"§.!?-~~e~~ David Scott. 

- Daniel ~IcColium made a ret~rn, but the persons named 
in his list, fifty-five in number, all lived in what is now 
Preston County, except Elihu Horton, Joseph Stuart, 
John Jenkins and Arthur Trader. In searching old records 
we find the names of a few persons-the Willeys, some of 
the Davises and others-omitted or ovel'looked, who Wel'e 
living in the county and owning property at that time. 
Charles Bennett, the ancestor of the Bennett families of 
Ohio and West Virginia, came to l\Ionongalia bet'ween 1780 
and 1783: 

John l\Iadison, the first County Surveyor of 1\10nongalia, 
Was killed ,while surveying, it is stated. Col. Samuel Han­
way, his successor, was in the surveying party, which 
divided, and Hanway and his part of the company took one 
road, and l\Iadison the other. l\IacHson was ambushed and 
killed, and thus Col. Hanway escaped. 



CHAPTER IX. 

MASON AND DIXON'S LINE. 

History and Importance of the Great Boundary Line-the Virginia. 
Charter-Grant to Lord Baltimore-William Penn's Charter-:­
Boundary Controversies of Penn and Baltimore-Mason an<1 
Dixon's Work-Boundary Controversy between Virginia and 
Pennsylvania-Futile Attempts at Settlement-Final Settle­

ment. 

WE come now to ·make record of a geographical line whose 
establishment, as made in 1779, lost to Monongalia some of 
the finest territory ever possessed by a county. This line, 
the southern boundary of Pennsylvania against Maryland 
and Virginia (now West Virginia), attained political signifi­
cance in a State war over its establishment, and came to 
be known, from the n~mes of its surveyors, as the Mason* 
and Dixon:t Line. Later, this line came into national prom­
inence in the slavery agitation, as the dividing line between 
the free and the slave states; and the n~mes of Mason and 
Dixon were thereby inseparably connected with the history 
of the American Republic. 

To trace the ~istory of this line of . National fame and 
world-wide repute, we must go back to the year 1609, when 

• Charles ~Iason, a "London astronomer nnd surveyor," was nn assIstant or Dr. 
Bradley at the GreenwIch Royal Observatory. He corrected )Ieyer's lunar tables, 
and aUer returning rrom America (where he was elected, l\Iarch 27, 1767, a member or 
the American Phllosophlcal Society), he was sent, together with Dlxon, by the Royal 
Society to observe the transIt or Venus in 1769 at the Cape or Good Hope. He dIed in. 
pennsylvania, February, 1'i87. 

t Jeremiah DL'Con, Il. "London astronomer and surveyor," was Mason's co·laborer. 
He was elected a member ot the American PhUosophlcal Society, April 1, 1768, and 
was again Mason'S co.laberer at the Cape or Good Hope in 1769. He dIed in 1777, at 
Durham, England. 
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King James I. of England, by right of discovery, granted 
to the Virginia Company 4QO miles of coast line reaching 
"West and North-west" from sea to sea. Old Point Com­
fort was designated as the central point of this grant. At 
sixty-nine and a half miles to the degree, this can-ied the 
grant by the coast line to about the fortieth degree of north 
latitude. In 1624, the Company's charter was revoked, and 
never was restored. 

Charles I., June 20, 1632, granted to Cecilius Calvert, the 
second Lord Baltimore, all that scope of territory between 
the fortieth degree of north latitude and the Potomac River.* 
Charles II., in 1681, granted a charter to William Penn for 
Pennsylvania,t extending northward from the beginning of 
the fortieth degree of north latitude. 

The half-century from 1682 to 1732 was distinguished by 
a continuous struggle to establish the line between Penn 
and B&ltimore. Capt. John Smith's map el'l'oneously fixed 
the parallel of forty degrees north latitude a little below 
New Castle, and Penn claimed this as the line. Baltimore 
appealed ~o the King against this and also Penn's occu­
pancy of the present territory between Del3.ware and 
Chesapeake bays. It was referred to the committee fo trade 
and plantations, which decided against Baltimore1 . and 
divided the contested ten-itory'between the bays between 

• "That reglon bounded by a Une trom Watkins Point on the Chesapeake Bay on tho 
east, thence to that part ot the estuary or the Delaware on the north which l1eth 
under the 40th degree where New England Is termInated." 

t The boundaries ot this charter, an old parchment document now hangIng tn the 
Execut1ve Chamber at Harrisburg, are as tollows: "Bounded on the east by tho 
Delaware River from 12 m.1les distant northward Of New Castle town, unto the threo 
and fortIeth degreo ot northern latitude; the saId land to extend westward five 
degrees In longitude, to be computed trom the saId eastern bound'S, and the said land 
to be boUnded on the north by the beginning of the three and fortleth degree of north 
latitude, and on the south by a circle drawn at 12 mUes distance from New Castle, 
llOrthwarll and westward, unto the beginning of the fortieth degree Of north latitude, 
and then by a straight nne westward to the l1mlts ot longitude above mentioned." 
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the disputants, giving Penn the tenitory of the present 
State of Delaware. Under this decision a deed w~s made 
to Penn's heil's in 1732; but the Baltimore who made the 
deed afterward attempted to have it set aside, and appealed 
to the King, asking for the charter line of 1632. This was 
refused. In 1760, Lord Baltimore executed anothet: deed, 
favorable to Penn, in which he renounced all claim to the 
true line of forty degrees north latitude, and thereby sur­
rendered a strip of territory 19:1- miles in width (the length 
of his province on the north), west of the present west 
boundary line of Delaware. The commissioners chosen to 
establish the line employed as surveyors John Lukens and 
Archibald McClean for Pennsylvania, and John F. A. Priggs 
and John Hal~ for Maryland. Their work, because of 
imperfect instruments, was slow. In 1763, the proprietaries 
then living in London, became impatient, and in August 
employed Chal-les Mason and Jeremiah Dixon as surveyors 
to complete the work. They landed in Philadelphia, N 0­

vember 15, 1763, and consumed two years in establishing 
the starting point* p£ the "great due west line" now bearing 
their names. June 17,1765, they were at the Susquehanna; 
and the 4th of June, 1766, at the summit of the Little Alle­
gheny :l\Iountain, where they turned back from fea;' of 
Inclians. In June, 1767, the~ commenced work again, and 
on the 14th were joined by an escort of fourteen Indians 
sent by the Six Nations to hold the Delawares and Shaw­
nese in check. They arrived 'on the 24th of August at the 
Braddock Road, and on the next day John Greene, the 

.. From the most southern part of the city of Phllildeiphia (the north wall of a house 
on Cedar Street) n parallel llne was run due west, and fifteen roUes south or It at a 
point on a straight line that would strike tpe west side of a Circular llne whose every 
poInt was twelve mlles !rom the center or New Castle, the great "due west Une" 
between PennsylvanIa and Maryland was to have Its inItial point. 
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Mohawk chief, with his escort, left them. They pushed on, 
crossing the Youghiogheny and Monongahela. Twenty-six 
of their assistants left on September 29th. They had now 
but fifteen axmen, and sent back to Fort Cumberland for aid. 
They were, however, now beyond their call to settle the line 
between the Penns and Baltimore. The terminai point of 
the" great due west line" between th~ proprietaries was to 
be on the meridian of the first fountain of the Potomac. 
In OctQber, they arrived at the Warrior Branch <?f the 
Great Catawba War-path, near their second crossing of 
Dunkard Creek. Here th~ Sha"wnees and Delawares 
ordered them to stop, ~hich they were compelled to do; 
and, returning, they received honorable discharge on De­
cember 26, ).767. 

l\Iason and Dixon's line as thus Illn (its latitude is 39° 
43' 26") was a final adjustment of the boundary dispute 
between Maryland and .Pennsylvania; but so far west of 
Maryland as it had been run, was not accepted by either 
Pennsylvania or Virginia as the boundary line between 
them. But at this time the west boundary line 6f Pennsyl­
vania was of more importance than the south line, as each 
State was anxious to secu~e Pittsburgh and the }Ion~nga­
hela region. In 1754, Pennsylvania contended that the 
beginning of the fortieth degree was at the ending of the 
thirty-ninth degree, latitude 39° north. The establishment 
of this parallel would have given Pennsylvania a strip of 
territory 43' 26" south of Mason and Dixon's line, embrac­
ing the present counties of l\'Ionongalia, Prest~n, Mal'ion, 
Taylor, Harrison, Barbour and Tucker, with portions of 
Wetzel, Lewis and Upshur. Vhginia1s claim in the same 
year was a strip 16' 34" wide north of Mason and Dixon's 
line, and extending across the present counties of Fayette 
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and Greene, in Pennsylvania, and making the parallel of 
40° north latitude the boundary line. The defeat of Wash­
ington and Braddock put an end to the controversy for 
several years, as the French were in possession of the 
territory. On April 21, 1774, the commissioners appointed 
by Pennsylvania on the subject of boundaries, proposed for 
the south boundary' of Pennsylvania against Virginia the 
extension of Mason and Dixon's line to five degrees of 
longitude west form the Delaware. Dunmore objected, and 
the commissioners then offered the extension of Mason 
and Dixon's line to the Monongahela. But Dunmore would 
not accept this unless Fort Pitt was given to Virginia. The 
commissioners refused this, and negotiations closed. .The 
GovernoI of Pennsylvania before this, however, had sug­
gested a serpentine line five degrees west of the Delaware 
River, in every point corresponding to the meanderings of 
the said river, and running down to Mason and Dixon's 
line, and then straight to the 39° of north latitude; which 
was also declined by the Governor of Virginia, who, think­
it;lg the Delaware River farther east than what it was-on 
the 43° north latitude-proposed that the west boundary 
be run south fl'om a point five degrees of longitude west on 
that ·parallel. Pennsylvania in turn refused to accede. 

The next proposition for the settlement of the boundary 
controversy came from the General Assembly of Virginia, 
December 18, 1776. ~ In regard to the southern boundary 
of Pennsylvania it was as follows: "That the meridian line 
drawn fr~m the head of the Potomac to the north-west 
angle of Maryland be extended due north until it inter­
sects the latitude of forty degrees, and from thence' the 
southern boundary shall be extended west on the said 
fortieth degree of latitude until the distance of five degrees 
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of longitude from the Delaware shall be accomplished 
thereon." This line, in the opinion of the writer, was the 
true southern boundary line of Pennsylvania, and with the 
serpentine west line from it north, also proposed at the 
same time, made the true south and west charter bounda­
ries of Pennsylvania against Virginia: 

It is often asserted that in this year Virginia passed an 
act waiving her claims to the disputed ten-itory between 
Pennsylvania and herself. The reading of the act in ques­
tion does not warrant any such conclusion. It says: "The 
tenitories contained within the charters erecting the 
colonies of Maryland, J>enn8ylvania, North and South 
Ca.rolina, are hereby ceded, released and forever confirmed 
to the people of those colonies respectively." (9th Hening, 
p.118.) This language does not e~press or imply that 
Pennsylvania was to be given all she ~sked, but only what 
Was in her charter limits. 

Leaving Virginia's charter, which was annulled in 1624, 
out of the case, in 1682 when the charter of Pennsylvania 
Was drawn, it contained no provisions D.'om which its south 
,boundary could interfere with the northern boundary' of 
Maryland lying" under the fortieth degree where New 
England is terminated." As the New England charter was 
to begin expressly from forty degrees of northern latitude, 
Pennsylvania's southern boundary," the beginning of the 
fortieth degree of north latitude," could not have been in­
tended to be at the thirty-ninth degree north latitude, which 
claim Pennsylvania never attempted to establish against 
Maryland. If the parallel of forty degrees north latitude 
Was the southern boundary of Pennsylvania against 
Maryland, and that southern boundary was to be a straight 
line to its western terminus, how could it dip down after pass­
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ing Maryland on any territory, chartered or unchartered? 
Again: if Pennsylvania's interpretation of the beginning of 
the fortieth degree as being at thirty-ninth degree north 
latitude, was correct, then the beginning of the three and 
fortieth degree of north latitude must be at forty-two degrees 
north latitude; and thus she was claiming·a whole degree 
of latitude on, the north of New York to which she had no 
right, according to her claim against Virginia. 

The estal?lisnment of the parallel of forty degrees north 
latitude as the southern boundary and the serpentine line as 
the western boundary-and they seem to be the true boun­
daries:-would have given to }Ionongalia the larger part of 
what is now Fayette County, Penn., including most of the 
Connellsville coke region, with nearly all of Greene and a 
portion of 'Vashington County. 

The final settlement of the boundary lines was effected 
in 1779, by commissioners appointed by the two contend­
ing .States. Pennsylvania appointed George Bryan, John 
Ewing and David Ritenhouse; Virginia, Dr. James }Iadison 
and Robert Andrews. They met at Baltimore, Md.; and, 
after the exchange of several 'written propositions, the Vir­
ginia commissioners, for the" sake of peace and harmony," 
dropped the claims of Virginia and entered into an agree­
ment with the Pennsylvania commissioners, "to extend 
Mason and Dixon's line due west five degrees of longitude, 
to be computed from the river Delaware, for the southern 
boundary of Pennsylvania, and that a meridian line drawn 
from the western extremity thereof to the northern limit of 
said State be the western boundary of said State forever." 
Virginia ratified this agreement June 23, 1780, and Penn­
sylvania on SeEtemb~r 23, 1780. 

In 1782, a temporary line was run by Col. Alexander 
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McClean and Joseph Neville, from where Maso~ and Dixon 
were stopped, northward to the Ohio River; and in 1786, 
Col. l\IcClean and Col. Porter extended it to Lake Erie. 

, , 

The permanent line west' from the Maryland line was run 
and established in 1784 by a commission of eminent men. 
They determined the west line terminus point of the five 
degrees of longitude by astronomical observations, and 
found the temporary west extension point' one hundred and 
thirty-four chains and nine links too far west. The point 
was marked by planting a square unlettered white oak post 
and raising a pile of stones around it. 

'Vest of Blacksville two marked lines gradually diverge 
from each other until they are twenty-nine rods apart at 
the western boundary of Pennsylvania. Both these lines 
were claimed to be the southern boundary of Pennsylvania. 
In 1858, in the circuit court of l\Ionongalia County, in the 
suit of White V8. Hennen, in which the Hon. W. T. Willey 
was co.unsel for the defendant, the south marked line was 
proven to be the true State boundary line. The post was 
gone, but an old trapper named Roberts testified, that, 
forty-nine years before 1858; he had seen the post standing 
at the end of the south marked line. By the report of the 
Pennsylvania Commissioners* of 1784, preserved in the 
archieves of that ,State, it seems that several temporary 

lines were Illn and afterward corrected. This erroneous 

north line may have been one of these temporary lines. 

The stone-pile marking the west terminus of the southern 
boundary of Pennsylvania, is fast disappearing. If the 

• SPlr1tually the commissioners were well provided for by Pennsylvania. SIXty 
gallons or sPir1ts, twenty gallons or brandy, forty gallons ot :Madelra. wtne, In) pounds 
or loar~ugar, and a small keg or lemon juIce were ordered tor their use. 
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authorities of West Virginia and Pennsylvania fail to mark 
the point of terminus by the erection of a suitable monu­
ment, it would be well, as suggested by Mr. Willey, for 
Monongalia County to do so herself. * 

.. Among the first writers who dIscussed at much length the hIstory ot Mason and 
Dlxon'S,llne, were John H. B. Lntrobe, ot Maryland, and James Veech, ot Pennsylvania. 



CHAPTER X. 


WHISKEY INSURRECTION. 

1791-1795. 

Origin, History and Suppression-Mobs at Morgantown-Action of 
the State and National Authorities. 

AFrER the adoption of the Constitution, the first act of 
rebellion against the Government was the Whiskey Insur­
rection, commencing in 1791 in south-western Pennsylvania 
in murmurs of discontent, and swelling into an open rebel­
lion in 1794. It was caused by Congress passing an excise 
law on March 3, 179~, which imposed a tax of four pence 
per gallon on all distilled spirits. At this time whiskey was 
about the only cash article west of ~he mountains, and about 
every eighth or ninth farmer had a, still. Grain was no 
price. A horse could carry only three or four bushels of 
grain across the. mountains, there to be exchanged for salt 
at five dollars a bushel and iron at eighteen cents 'a pound. 
In the form of spirits, the same horse could carry the pro­
duct of twenty bushels of rye. Hence the people of south­
'Western Pennsylvania regarded this excise law as unjust and 
Oppressive, a vi~w that was also shared to some extent by 
.some of the inhabitants of Ohio and Monongalia counties. 

A great field-meeting or muster of the insurgents was held 
at Braddock's Field (Allegheny County, Penn.), August 2, 
1794; and a circular was issued inviting the neighboring 
counties of Virginia tp'send delegates to a meeting to be 
held on the 14th of that month at Parkinson's Ferry (now 
Monongahela City, Penn.). Ohio County was represented 
at this meeting, and William Sutherlp.nd was her member of 

http:Sutherlp.nd
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a committee of conference to meet the United States Com­
missioners sent out to adjust the trouble. In this meeting 
Monongalia had no representative. On the 9th of August a. 

body of Pennsylvanians, not content with attacking their 
own excise collectors, invaded Monongalia County; and 
again on the fourteenth, when they were joined by a few 
others, but were driven out of Morgantown by the citizens 
of the town and the people in attendance at court. Sub­
joined is a clipping from the PhiladeljJlda Gazette of Sep­
tember 2, 1794: 

"'Ve hear that the inhabitants of Morgantown, Virginia, have 
assembled in a body, and determined to defend themselves against 
the encroachments and depredations of the insurgents in the west 
parts of Pennsylvania. In two or three instances they have 
opposed the insurgents and driven them back. 

" [Extract or a Letter from Morgantown, Va., August 14, 1794.] 

" 'The insurgents have been quite outrageous, and done much 
mischief. Here we have beEm quiet until a few days ago, when 
about 30 men, blacked, came in the night of the 9th instant, and 
surrounded the house of the Collector of this county, but the man 
escaping, and advertising that he had resigned his office, they went 
off peaceably. Three days after, at our court, a number of men, 
mostly from Pennsylvania, came to Morgantown, and in the even­
ing, began to beat up for proselytes, but they were in a few 
minutes driven out of town. Yesterday they were to have returned 
with a stronger party, but did not.' 

"N. B. Morgantown is mostly composed of Virginians and native 
Americans. " 

James Veech says: "Albert Gallatin (of Fayette Co., Pa.) in his 
historical-defensive speech on the Insurrection, in the House of 
Representatives of the Pennsylvania Legislature, in January, 1795, 
on ~ R~solution (\vhich was adopted) to set aside the election of 
Senators and members from the four western counties, says of this 
event: 'A short tiUle afterwards' [having referred to previous like 
outrages in Pennsylvania] 'the officer of a neighboring county in 

Virginia, fled for fear of insult, and a riot was committed at the 



A UGUSTUS HAYMOND. 
SEE PAGE 352. 
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place of his residence, by some of the inhabitants of that county, who 
have since b~en arrested, although the outrage seems at first to 
have been ascribed by the Governor of Virginia to Pennsylvanians. 
In another county of the same State, some of the papers of the 
officer were forcibly taken from him,'" 

Who the excise officer 'at J.\r~organtown was is not known. 
1Vhen news of these disturbances reached Richmond, 

Henry Lee, Governor of Virginia, issued a proclamation on 
the 20th of August, 1794, concerning the l\Iorgantown 
trouble, calling on the civil and military officers to arrest 
every.offender and watch all parties coming from Pennsyl­
vania, and to apprehend them if found exciting a spirit of 
disobedience to the government. President 1Vashington is­
sued two proclamations against the insurgents, 01' "1Vhiskey 
Boys," as they styled themselves, and called out 15,000 men 

·in four divisions, from Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Virginia. 

and l\Iaryland, one division from each State. The Virginia 
division was commanded by Gen. Daniel Morgan, rende­
voused at Cumberland, l\Id., and marched into south­
western Pennsylvania by the way of Braddock's Road. 
Gov. Henry Lee (grandfather of Gen. Robert E. Lee) was 
appointed commander-in-chief. By the time the army 
arrived in the rebellious district, the last vestige of armed 
resistance had died out. A part of the leaders were alTested 
but none were put to death. No troops were sent· into 
Ohio or l\Ionongalia counties. 

The l'ecords of the old District Court held at J\Iorgan­
town, show that on 1\Iay 5th, William l\IcKenley, John 
Moore, William Sutherland, Robert Stephenson and John 
McCormick, of Ohio County, were notified to appear there 
for trial, for stirring up the inhabitants of Ohio County 

7 
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against the government; but at the next session, in Septem­
ber, no prosecution was made by the Deputy Attorney­
General. 

Gov. Lee at Pittsburgh, on November 17,1794, ordered . .
the return of· nearly all the army home. Bng.-Gen. 
l\Iatthews was to move the next Wednesday to Morgantown, 
and" from thence to Winchester by way of Frankfort." As 
soon as the service would permit, Gen. Darke with the 
Elite Corps of the left column was to follow on the same 
route. No account was preserved of the arrival pf the 
troops at Morgantown and their winter march through 
Monongalia. 



CHAPTER XI. 


LOSSES OF TERRITORY. 

1784-1848. 

Formation of Harrison County-Addition to Harrison-Formation 
of Preston County-Addition to Preston-Formation of Marion 
County-=---Addition to Marion-Unsuccessful Attempts to 
Detach llIrritory. 

MONONGALIA has sustained several losses of territory-terri ­
tory which to-day is thickly populated, wonderfully rich in 
material resources, and whose inhabitants are in a highly 
prosperous condition. In 1779, she lost all her territory 
north of Mason and Dixon's line, a portion of which is the 
Connell~ville coal and coke region. For this loss she was 
partly compensated by an addition of territory on the south 
from Augusta County, and, in the following year, by 
another addition from the same county. But ~Ionongalia 
was, however, scarcely well settled in her new possessions 
before she was deprived of a large part of them, together 
with a portion of her original territory, which was taken in" 
May, 1784, to form Harrison County.* 

On January 1, 1800, a small portion of the southern part 
of the county-" beginning at the mouth of the West Fork 
of the Monongalia River, thence running a north-west 
COurse until it strikes Buffalo Creek, thence up the said 
creek to the main fork thereof, thence with the l1.dge the 

."The county ot Monongalla shall be dIvIded In two distinct counties, by a line to 
begin on the Maryland llne at Ford Fork on the land ot John Gotr, thence a dIrect 
course to the headwaters ot Big Sandy Creek, thence down the saId creek to Tyger's 
(Tygart's] Valley Fork ot MODongal1a River, thence down the same to the mouth ot 
West Fork River, thence up the same to the mouth ot Blggerman's [Blngamon] creek, 
thence up the said creek to the Ohlo County llne, and that part ot the saId county lying 
iOutb ot the saId 11ne, Shall be called by the name ot HarrisOn. "-Hentng, 001. ii, j).366. 
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waters of said fork to the line of Ohio County, and with 
that line to the line of Harrison County"-was added to 

Harr,ison County. 
On the 19th of January, 1818, a third diminution of the 

county ~yas made by the establishment of Preston County, 
whose boundaries were thus defined in chapter thirty-two 
of the Acts of 1817-18 : 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly, That all that'part of the 
county of Monongalia contained within the following ~nds, to wit: 
beginning at the Pennsylvania line, near Fickle's, including the 
same, thence a'straight line to where Cheat River breaks through 
the Laurel Hill, so as to include all the inhabitants of the Monon­
ga.lia Glades settlement, including Samuel Price's and Henry 
Carother's, from thence, including Gandy's to the Clarksburg road 
on the-Laurel Hill where it descends; from thence a direct line to 
the junction of the Big and the Little Sandy Creek, where the 

Randolph County _line is; from thence, with Randolph ·County, 
to the Maryland line: from thence to the Pennsylvania line, and 
with the Pennsylvania line to the beginning, shall form a dictinet 
and new county, and be called and known by the name of Preston 
County." 

Monongalia, in 1841, for the fourth time lost territory,* 
when all that portion of the county east of the Chestnut 
Ridge was added to Preston County by the passage of 30 

bill introduced into the General Assembly by the Hon. "\Vil­
liam G. Brown, a member from Preston. 

• On the l~th oC ~tarch, an act was passed by the General Assembly, provIding. 
"That 80 much oC the County oC Monongalia as Ues east or the ridge oC mountaInS 
called L'lurel Hill, and north of Clle:lt River, next to and adjoInIng the County or 
Preston, and Is contaIned In the followIng boundary lineS; to wit: beginning on the 
llne (Uvldlng saId counties nt the point where It crosses Cheat River, and runnI.D.g' 
thence a straight line to the England Ore bank, on top or the mountain; thence a. 
straight Une to the Osburn fanD, so run as to include the dwel11ng-house of saId farm. 
In the County or Preston; thence a due north course to the pennsylvania Une, shall 
be annexed to, Rnd henceforth a part oC the County o'C Preston." Referring to thIs act, 
:Mr. John J. Brown, In hIs Centennial address, S3yS: "In ISn, by an act or Assembl,T 
whIch ::\Ionongallans mlldly designate as 'Brown's TerrItorial Larceny,' the grand 
summIts of Laurel1l1ll, awny to the east where the Ring of day first heralds his glory ~ 
were rtulely wrested (rom her [Monongalla's] unw1lling grasp and added to Preston 
County." 
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In the next year, Monongalia suffered her fifth loss of 
territory, in the taking of the southern part of the county, 
with a part of Harrison, to form Marion County.* 

The last loss of territory was a small slice which was 
added to Marion County, March 15, 1847, by a change of 
the county lines, the act providing" that the line run 
between the counties of Monongalia and Marion, shall 
hereafter run so as to include within the county of Marion 
all territory on the waters of Buffalo Creek." 

Several unsuccessful attempts have been made to take 
portions of the territory of the county as it now is. In 
1857, an effort was made to annex that part of the county 
south of White Day and Indian cree~, to }Iarion. Ten 
years after this, in 1867, another unsuccessful attempt was 
made to take all that part of Monongalia west of a line 
bebTinning at the comer of "Battelle and Clay townships on 
the· Monongalia and Marion county lines; and with said 
lines to the pictured rocks at the head of Bennefield's Fork 
of Pawpaw; thence with the dividing ridge between :Miracle 
and Day's Run to the Union School-house on the head of 
King's Run; thence with the county road to a bridge across 
Dunkard Creek at or near Blacksville, including the same; 
thence a straight line to the nearest poi~t on the Pennsyl­
vania line." This portion of Monongalia, with parts of 
Wetzel, Harrison and ~Iarion, it was proposed to form into 
a new county called Union with ~Iannington, l\Iarion 

• The act erecting Marion, passed January H, 1Sl2, so tal' u<; it conccrnecl )lononga­
Ua, reads as follows: 

"So much of the southern end of the county ot llonong,lUa, , ,Beginning at 
LaUrel POint, (a corner or the Une or Preston Co.) trom thence to the mouth ot ~Llple 
Run on White Day creek; thence down White Day Creel~ to Barnab.1R .Tohn:ion's 
lDeadow: thence a straIght Une to a low gap on the top or ll. ridge oa the l.md:; ot tIle 
Rev, John Smith, at or near, where the road leading trom :MIddletown [J<".llrmont] to 
Morgantown crosses said ridge, and followIng said ridge to where the old State Hoa.d 
crosses said ridge, and thence a due west Une to the line or HarriSOn County." 

http:Barnab.1R
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County, as the county-seat. This movement was supported 
by a petition signed by eight hundred citizens of the several 
counties, including two hundred and eighty-five citizens of 
Monongalia. The petition was presented in the Legislature 
on the 21st of January, 1867. The Constitution then pro­
vided, as does also the existing one, that no county of the 
State should be reduced in area to less than four hundred 
square miles. As Monongalia did not c?ntain so many as 
this minimum, the proposition was clearly unconstitutional. 
Notwithstanding' the provision of the Constitution referred 
to above, on the second day of December, 1873, in the 
House of Delegates Mr. W. S. Laidley, a Delegate from 
Kanawha County, as chairman of the committee on coun­
ties, districts and municipal corporations, submitted a 
report, that the said committee, " to whom was refelTed the 
petition of W. H. McCans and two hundred and twenty-five 
others of Monongalia County,' asking that the county line 
of Monongalif1 and Marion counties, be so changed as ~o 
annex the district of Battelle to the county of Marion,' 
beg leave to report the same back with recommendation 
that the prayer of said petitioners be granted, an'd report 
therefore House Bill No. 249," providing for the change in 
the counties-' line so as to annex Battelle to Marion County. 
The bill was ordered to its second reading, December 4th; 
December 8th, laid on the table; and an effort to take it 
up on the 10th, was unsuccessful, but a similar motion 
prevailed on the next day. On the 16th, a motion to in­
definitely postpone the measure was made, which was 
superseded by a motion to table, whi~h was adop~ed; and 
thus the measure died. This attempt to annex Battelle to 
Marion was revived as late as the year 1875. 



CHAPTER XII. 


INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 


1796-1883. 


Early Growth of the County-Monongalia Glades Road-Monon­

gahela Navigation Company-Census of 1820, 1830 and 1840­
First Steamboat-Academies-Turnpikes-Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad-Projected Railways-Slack-water Navigation-Mor­
gantown Suspension Bridge-Various Minor Enterprises. 

AFTER peace was declared and the country freed from the 
incursions of the Indians, the population and development 
of the county rapidly increased. From 1796 to the begin­
ning of the Nineteenth Century, Monongalia enjoyed \.& 

comparatively large immigration from the East, and, al ­
though the-.. tide of emigration to Kentucky and Ohio took 
with it every year a number of the inhabitants of the 
county, yet from 1790 to 1800 the population grew from 
Over 4,000 in the former, to more than double that number 
in the latter year. As early as 1794, a mail route was es­
tablished, which enabled the people of the county to com­
municate with themselves and the outside world. Between 
1800 and 1802, a brick court-house was built on the site of 
the present one; and. in 1804 the MOnongalia Gazette was 
published. Another four thousand was added to the popu­
lation of the county in the decade of 1800-10; and the iron­
works on Ch~at River and on Decker's Creek promised a 
:rapid development of the material resources of the new 
county, if the problem of cheap transportation could be 
solved. Long distances and bad roads added enormously 
to the cost of transportation by wagons, and insufficiency 
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of water in the Monongahela River was a serious drawback 
to water-calTiage. He~ce, efforts were early made to better 
the condition of the existing poads and to secure new ones. 
At the same time attention }vas directed towards the increas­
ing of the navigableness of the Monongahela. 

The General Assembly of the State, on the 27th of Jan­
uary, 1812, passed an act for the opening of a road from the 
Monongalia Glades (now in Preston County) to the mouth 
of Buffalo, and thence to the site of New Martinsville on 
the Ohio River, there to meet a road opening from Zanes­
ville; Ohio. The act appropriated a part of the county 
revenues of 1812 for the purpose. This road being 
deemed the nearest and best way from the northern part of 
the State to the State of Ohio and the adjoining country, 
in the same month of the next year-the 29th of January, 
1813-an additional appropriation was made for its pon­
struction. It,was projected with a view to open up northern 
Virginia, connect the interests of the eastern and western 
parts of the Commonwealth, and to secure commercial 
intercourse between the inhabitants of Ohio and adjoining 
territories and those of Eastern' Virginia. Over this road 
salt and like commodities could be brought into Monongalia 
County by a land carriage of fifty miles from New Martins­
ville, while before from this point they had to come around 
by Pittsburgh to Morgantown, a distance of 260 miles, or 
else go to 'Yinchester. John S. Barnes and William Willey 
were commissioners on this road, which, however, never 
fulfilled the expectations of its projectors. The Northwest­
ern Turnpike, which passed by Smithtown, afterwal'd became 
the great avenue of trade and travel. An academy was in­
corporated in \1814, and the tOl\'Il of Granville (two miles 
from Morgantown on the river) was established. Public 
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attention was still engaged upon the object of securing an 
outlet to thee world, to quicken the industries of the county 
by safe and cheap transportation; and an effort in this line 
was made January 2, 1817, by the incorporation of the 
Monongahela Navigation Company. 

The census of 1820 exhibited a falling off of 2,000 in the 
population of the county; but adding· the 3,000 inhabitants 
of Preston taken off two years before, and a gain of 1,000 
is shown, of which the Monongalia of 1820 was entitled to 
fully one-half. Besides, immigration naturally decreased as 
the county filled up, and her industries, for want of market, 
could not reach that state of development necessary to 
attract any considerable number of the laboring and com­
mercial classes fl.·om abroad. 

Some changes having been secured in the charter of the 
Monongahela Navigation Company in 1821, a meeting was 
held, October 27, 1823, at the court-house, and T. S. Hay­
mond, C. S. Morgan, A. P. Wilson, Thomas P. Ray and J. 
T. Dougherty were appointed to attend a meeting to be 
held at Washington on November 6th, for the purpose of 
considering the question of ;ecuring the connection of the 
eastern and western waters of Virginia by a canal. 

It was estimated that, during the year 1826, ten thousand 
dollars' wOl'th of cattle and hogs was sold by the people 
of the county. . 

On Sunday, April 29, of this year, the first steamboat 
came up to Morgantown. It was the Reindeer, commandecl 
by Cap~aiI} Bennett, and came to just below the town. 

In November, Thomas P. Ray ancl A. P. Wilson attencled 
another canal convention. All efforts to secure slack water 
navigation had failed. 

The census of 1830 showed an increase of 3,000 white 
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population since 1820. On the 3d of February, 1830, Blacks­
ville was established as a town. A meeting was'held at the 
court-house on the 28th of May, and a committee was ap­
pointed to secure the establishment of a mail-route, over 
which mail would be carried semi-weekly in stages, from 
Uniontown, 'Via Morgantown and Clarksburg, to Parkersburg. 

On the 23d of March, 1831, the trustees of the Monon.. 
galia Academy, by act of Assembly, were authori~ed to sell 
a lot and establish a female academy, which they did the 
next year. In it and in the Monongalia Academy, incorpo­
rated January 28, 1829, for years afterward, were educated 
not only· many of -the sons and daughters of Monongalia, 
but many also from abroad. 

During 1832, thi Maryland and Ohio Turnpike, which 
was to pass through the county, received considerable at ­
tention. The t::ustees of the road were authorized by act 
of the Assembly passed January 21st, to raise $100,000 by 
lottery to construct it. An act of the Assembly, passed the 
25th of February, provided for the opening and improving 
of the navigation of the Monongahela River in Monongalia. 
County, and a committee was appointed to raise $20,000 for 
this purpose. Col. Johnson, on the 9th of March, started 
a line of four-horse stages to run between Uniontown and 
Morgantown. January 14,1883, was passed an act by the 
Assembly, authorizing the holding of a lottery to raise the 
sum of $50,000 to construct wharves at Morgantown. This, 
however, was never done. In 1834, mails were carried tri ­
weekly in two-h9rse stages, from Uniontown, via Morgan­
town, to Clarksburg. 

During the next year the subject of turnpike-roads occu­
pied considerable attention; and, in 1836, through the 
exertions of Thomas P. Ray and others, the State directed 
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an engineer to survey the Brandonville and Fishing Creek 
Turnpike, which was a portion of the Maryland and Ohio 
Turnpike; and efforts were made during the next two years 
to push forward the construction of this turnpike. The 
Assembly incorporated the Dunkard Creek Turnpike Com­
pany and the Morgantown and Clarksburg Turnpike 
Company in 1839. The latter company was formed to 
build a road by w~y of l\Iorgantown and Ice's Ferry to the 
Pennsylvania State line. Also, in this year the county 
court was empowered to borrow $10,000, to build bridges 
and aid in making internal improvements. During 1840 the 
locating and constructing of turnpikes engaged public 
attention. Among the most active workers was Thomas P. 
Ray, clerk of the circuit court. Ellicott's rolling-mill at 
Ice's Ferry, on Cheat River, commenced work this year, 
employing many hands, and giving a new impetus to 
business in the county. The white population was now 
nearly 17,000, an increase of over 3,000 since 1830. A 
meeting was held at the court-house, November 23d, to 
secure signers to a petition praying the legislature to pass 
an act to provide slack-water navigation. An act of AsseI8­
bly was passed March 10th, 1847, incorporating the" Mo­
nongahela Navigation C<?mpany," and on the 19th another 
act, empowering this company to increase its capital and 
improve Cheat River, was passed. On the 13th the Dunk­
ard Creek Turnpike project of 1839 was revived. 

An unwise opposition in Monongalia contributed to some 
extent to losing the location of the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad through the county and compelling its construction 
through ~Iarion County.* This failure was a bar to her 

I • ],IonongaUa Is not to be too strongly censured for her early oppoSition to raUroads. 
n that day their advantages were llttle understood, and the most erroneous Ideas 
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future progress. The construction of the road through the 
county would have given life and success to many of the 
since-attempted enterprises, and ushered into birth many 
never yet contemplated. The development of its material 
resources and the establishment of numerous branches of 
industry would have stayed the emigration n:om the county 
to the prairie lands of the Great West. Remaining in her 
isolation, Monongalia has se~n herself outstripped in the 
race for population- and wealth by her daughters lying upon 
the line of the great railway. 

The loss of th~ location of the Baltimore and Ohio Rail­
railroad through ::Monongalia did not discourage her 
enterprising citizens who had been projecting and securing .. 
prevailed concerning these new roads-ideas ludicrous enough indeed in the llght of 
this age. As an example of these, we quote the following trom the reminiscences of 
the Rev. Mr. nanna, published in the Waynesburg (Penna.) Independent: "The Balti­
more and Ohio Railroad had been completed to Cumberland, lid., and her representa­
tives came knocking at the door of the Pennsylvania LegiSlature asking the right of 
way through this immediate neighborhood. But oh 1 the wisdom of the citizens of 
Fayette and Greene counties, through which the road was expected to pass. Instead 
or ha1l1ng the propOSitiQn with delight and receiving the representatives with open 
arms, they rise up in flerce opposition. R. T. Galoway, of Uniontown, and Dr. J. C. 
Cummings, of Connellsville, were the representatives Of Fayette County in the State 
Legislature at the time. These men were possessed of sufficient inte1l1gence to know 
that the railroad could not be permanently halted at Cumberland. Not so the people.
f listened to the sophistical arguments of some ot the demagogues ot that day, in 
which they asserted that the iron horse could not eat oats or com. 'Let us just coro­
pel them to stop at Cumberland, and then all the goods will be wagoned through our 
country, all the hogs w1ll be ted with our com and the horses with our oats. Go away 
With your railroad 1 We don't want our wives alid children trIghtened to death by the 
screaming ot the locomotive. We don't want our hogs and cows run over and k1lled 
by the cars or a soulless corporation.' Meetings were held and InstructIonsrormulated 
and forwarded to the representatives in the Legislature warning them ot the reartul 
precipice on which they were standing, and notIfled them of the all-important fact that 
the people had a heavy rod In soak tor them, it they dared to vIolate the mIl ot their 
constituents. These men did in part Violate the instructions and reaped the bitter 
consequences. But how were the appllcants treated? They received a negative an­
swer. The Baltimore and Ohio Company buUt their road over the almost impassable 
mountatns or Virginia, almost touching Pennsylvania at the south-west comer ot 
Greene County, leaving the regions that had said' no,' to reap the consequences of 
their tolly, whUe that prOUd, imperious company I sits and laughs at their calamity.'" 

:?tlr. Hanna does not oyerdraw the picture. The excitement was intense and all-ab­
sorbing. Large meetings of the citizens gathered at the country school-houses, 
whereat the subject was warmly discussed. Resolutions or opposition were passed at 
almost it not quite all these meetings wit.h great unanimity. Thus Monongalla waS 
.not alone in an act which time has demonstrated to have been one ot very great follY· 
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the construction of turnpikes, and' who had hoped to see 
the railroad built through the county. They conceived the 
idea of constructing a railway from the Pennsylvania line, 
by the way of Morganto'YIl' to intersect the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad at or near the town of Independence, in 
Preston County; and the General Assembly, November 30, 
1852, through the exertions of Maj. 'Villiam B. Zinn, of 
Preston County, and others, passed an act incorporting 
" The ~:Iorgantown and Independence' Railroad Company." 
Its capital stock was to. be $200,000, divided into shares of 
~25 each. It was provided that b~oks of subscriptidn 
should be opened at lVlorgantown by John Hanway, Will­
iam La~ier, Nicholas Pickenpaugh and James Evans, and 
at Kingwood by William G. Bro",-n, John P. Byrne, Elisha. 
~I. Hagans and John A.. Dille; that when the sum of $50,000 
Was subscribed, the company was to be organized, and that 
the work of constructing the road was to begin by the year 
1857. The necessary amount of subscriptions could not be 
obtained, and work was never begun. 

The next railway project was that of a road from the , •Pennsylvania line where the Monongahela crosses it, by 
way of Morgantown, to Ravenswood, Jackson County. An 
act incorporating "The l\Ionongahela and Ravenswood 
Railroad Company" was passed February 27, 1857. The 
act fixed the cap~tal stock of ,the company at $4,000,000, in 
shares of $100. At a meeting held at Morgantown on 

April 24th, one hundred and forty delegates were appointed 
to attend a convention at Fairmont, June 15th, in the int~r­
est of this project. This road, however, never got beyond 
the p&per stage. 

~ 1865, on the 6th of March, the "Monong~hela and 
Lewishurg Railway Company" was incorporated. The 
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object was the building' of a railroad from a point 'on the 
Pennsylvania State line, by MorgaMown, to or near the 
town of Lewisburg, in Greenbrier County. Capital stocK, ~ 
$5,000,000; shares, $50 each. A period of .four years was 
allowed to receive subscripti0ns and begin the work of 
building the road. A large meeting was held at Fairmont, 
November 4th; but the enterprise, like all its predecessors, 
amounted to a "paper railway" only. Among the stock­
holders were James Evans, William Lazier, Henry Dering, 
D. H. Chadwick, B. F. Smith, George M. Hagans, William 
Wagner, William A. Hanway, Samuel Sears, Alfred and S. 
S. Yeager, Amos Courtney, E. C. Bunker, W. T. Willey and 
James McClaskey, of Monongalia County. 

An. act authorizing the Monongahela Valley Railroad 
Company, of Pennsylvania, to construct a railway from the 
State line on the Monongahela River, by Morgantown, to a 
point on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad at or near Fair­
mont, was passed March 3, 1868. The work was to com­
mence in three years and the road to be completed in ten 
years. ~is road, too, was exclusively ~ paper one. 

The year 1869 opened with another attempt to get a 
railway through the county. The Legislature, February 
18th, passed an act empowering the townships east of the 
Monongahela, severally or jointl!, to subscribe stock, by 
vote of the people, not exceeding $200,000, to" The Union­
town and West Virginia Railroad," a corporation chartered 
in Pennsylvania. An election, accordingly, was held in 
Union and Morgan townships, May 17th, the result of 
which was adverse to the subscription. The enterprise, 
h~wever, was not abandoned; and a meeting in the interest 
of the project was held at Morgantown, December 26th, 
which adjourned to a future day. It re-assembled on the 
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8th of January,'1870, and proposed that the townships of 
Union, Morgan, and Clinton vote $110,000 to the road, and 
that individual subscriptions to the amount of $10,000 be 
raised. The route of this road crosse<i Cheat near Ice's 
Ferry, passed through Mergantown, anc1 thence south­

•
ward. The town of ~Iorgantown granted this road the right 
of way through its corporate limits. 

On the 15th of February, 1870, the Legislature renewed 
and amended the charler of the H West Virgini~ 'Central 
Railway Company." This road was to begin on the PenB.­
sylvania line in Preston County, and extend thence to 
Charleston, Kanawha County. This act gave it the right to 
construct its road by the best route, from the State line in 
Preston 01' Monongalia. 

The Legislature, in the same year, on the 25th of Feb­
ruary, passed an act which granted to the Pittsburgh, 
Virginia and Charleston Railroad Company the privilege of 
extending its road across West Virginia. All the rights 
granted to the Monongahela Valley and the Greenbrier and 
Tygart's Valley railroads were revived and re-enacted, and 
the benefits thereof transferred to the Pittsburgh, Virginia 
and Charleston Railroad. The work of constructing the 
road Was to be commenced within three years, and be 
finished within ten years. At a meeting held in aid of 
this road, at Fairmont in April, A. G. Davis, of Monongalia, 
Was appointed to confer with the parties in Pennsylvania 
interested in the project. 

All hope of the extension of the Uniontown and West 
Virginia Railway through Monongalia having been aban­
doned, the Legislature was asked to pass an act incorpo­
rating "The Pennsylvania. and West Virginia. ,Rp,ilway 
Company," which it did on the second of March, 1870. 
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This company's railway was to begin at a point at or near 
where Ruble's Run crosses the- Pennsylvania and West, 
Virginia State line, and thence pass by l\Iorgantown to the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad at or east of Grafton. The 
capital stock was to be $1,500,000, in shares of $50 each. 
The ·county or the townships were authorized to subscribe 
stock. When five hundred shares had been taken, the cor­
porators* were to organize. The road was to be commenced' 
by 1876, 'and be completed by 1879 . 

.During 1870 another railroad was projected from the 
Pennsylvania line via l\Iorgantown, Fairmont, Clarksburg 
and Charleston, to some point in Wayne County on the 
Kentucky and West Virginia line. This road was incorpo­
rated February 26th, as the Northern and Southern 
West Virginia Railroad. Among the corporators were 
George C. Sturgiss, 'Villiam A. Hanway, John J. Brown, D. 
H. Chadwick and William Price. The capital stock author­
i'zed was $5,000,000,. in shares of $100 each. The next 
year the charter was amended on the 28th of February, 
increasing the capital stock from $5,000,000 to $10,000,000, 
and providing -that the road was to be commenced witllin 
two, and finished within ten, years. Meetings in the inter­
est of this project were held at the court-house, April 15th 
and August 21st. GeOl'ge C. Sturgiss was appointed 
to solicit subscriptions to the amount of $100,000. 
This company organized at Clarksburg, October 31, 
1871, at which time $300,000 of the stock had been sub­
scribed for; $40,000 by persons in this State and the balance 

• W. T. Wllley, D. H. Chadwick, Wm. Wagner, Samuel Sears, Goo. M. Hagans, James 
FiSk, Jr., II. B. Lazier, Wm. R. Grtnlth, John J. Brown, J. M. Hagans, John H. Hott­
man, E. II. Coomb8, A. L. Wade, George W. Brown, John W. Mason, R. W. Blue, A. D. 
Casteel and Reuben Davisson. 
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by capitalists of New York City. The subscriptions raised 
in Monongalia were not put in as stock. Officers of the 
company were elected December 2, 1871. The Pennsyl­
vania Central Railroad had surveyed the route of this road 
nom the Pennsylvania line to Morgantown, and the com­
pany had surveyed it as far north as Weston, Lewis County. 
On the 20th of February, 1872, the company was authorized 
to increase its capital stock to $12,000,000. At a meeting of 
the projectors held at Charleston in March, Col. Thomas 
Scott of the Pennsylvania Central proposed that his com­
pany would construct the road if West Virginia would 
raise $1,000,000. A division of this sum among the several 
counties directly interested in the construction of the road 
was made, and $175;000 was apportioned to Monongalia. 

On the 28th of February, 1871, an act was passed 
authorizing George Hardman and D. Randolph Martin to 
extend the Iron Valley Railroad from Irondale, Preston 
County, by 1\Iorgantown, to the Pennsylvania State line. 

There was considerable agitation in 1875, of the project 
of building a railway from Waynesburg, Penn., through 
western Monongalia to Mannington, Marion County. A 
meeting in the interest of the scheme was held at l\Ian­
nington. 

All the many laudable'efforts to secure a railway through 
the county having failed owing to the impossibility of 
seCuring the necessary capital, in 1877 attention was di­
rected to the nan'ow-gauge railway. These roads are 
Usually of three-foot gauge, while the standard-gauge is. 

Dearly two feet wider: The narrow-gauge admits of the 
close fitting of the road-bed to the contour of the ground; 
and thereby is made a great saving in the cost of the road­
bed. Considerable, too, is saved in the smaller cross-ties 

8 
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and lighter rails. Steeper grades than can be used on the 
standard-gauge are practicable; and this, with the closer 
fitting of the narrow-gauge to the contour of the ground, 
saves distance. As the difference between the cost of the 
narrow-gauge and the standard-gauge increases in favor of 
the former in proportion to the roughness of the counh'y, 
it would seem that the narrow-gauge is a railway peculiarly 
adapted to the mountain regio~s of West Virginia. At this 
time the people! of Kingwood and neighborhood (Preston 
County) were agitating the project of connecting Kingwood 
with Morgantown by a narrow-gauge road, and thence w:ith 
Pittsbul'gh by the Monongahela. A meeting at Kingwood 
appointed a co~mittee to confer with the people of Mor­
gantown. Accordingly, a meeting was called to assemble 
at the court-house in. MOl'gantown, August 30th. There 
were present at this meeting from Kingwood, Robert W. 
Monroe, Wm. M. O. Dawson, J. Ami Martin, John Barton 
Payne and Charles E. Brown. The Hon. W. T. Willey was 
elected chairman and Henry M. Morgan secretary. Ad­
dresses were made by Messrs. 'Villey, Dawson, Payne, 
George C. Sturgiss, Monroe, Charles E. Brown and John J. 
Brown. A committee consisting of the Hon. W. T. Willey, 
George J?:all, Joseph Moreland, John J. Brown, Ashbel 
Fan-child, Georf?e C. Sturgiss and Henry M. Morgan was 
appointed to confer with the Preston County committee. 

The attention of the people of Monongalia was next 
turned to the Pittsburgh, Castle Shannon and Washington 
Narrow-Gauge Railroad. The object was to get an exten­
sion of this railway, b~ way of Mt. Morris (Greene 
County, Penn.) and Morgantown, to some point on the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. A meeting was held at 
the court-house, November 3, 1877. The company owning 
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the above-named railway proposed to the meeting th'at they 
would extend and operate their road to Morgantown, and 
thence to the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, if the people 
along the route would subscribe, in money or labor, an 
amount sufficient to grade the way, build the bridges and 
furnish the cross-ti~s. 

The meeting appointed a committee to solicit -subscrip­
tions. Three thousand dollars were subscribed by those 
present at the meeting. The name of the road was changed, 
in 1878, to the Pittsburgh, We~t Virginia and Southern 
Narrow-Gauge Railroad; and on the 31st of January, at a 
meeting held at Grafton, George C. Sturgiss was appointed 
general manager of the enterprise in West Virginia. The 
road was to run from some point in Cass District, by way 
of Morgantown, to Grafton. The people along the route 
Were asked to subscribe $3,000 for each mile of the road. 
Meetings were. held at Maidsville and Cassville, and one at 
the court-house on March 16th, where $11,000 were sub­
scribedo- On June 14th, Morgan District, by a vote of four 
hundred and sixty-seven to six, subscribed $20,000 to aid in 
the construction of the road thr~ugh her territory. Novem­
ber 9, 1878, Cass District voted on a proposition to sub­
scribe $15,000, and by a vote of one hundred and seven for 
and one hundred and twenty-three against, refused to con­
tribute her portion'; a~d thereby defeated the project'in 
the end, as all efforts afterward failed to raise the amount 
by private SUbscription in the district. In the next year a 
corps of engineers, under N. 1\IcConaughty, surveyed the 
route of the road from Morgantown to the State line, and 
Dr. George P. Hayes, president of the company, addressed 
llleetings in its interest at Morgantown and C~ssville. In 
August, 1881, President Hopkins, of the Pittsburgh South­
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ern Railroad, was at Morgantown in the interest of the 
extension of that road, via Carmichael and Mt. Morris, to 

the State line and to Morgantown; thence south by the 

proposed Iron Va~ley and Morgantown Railroad. 
The Southwest Pennsylvania Railroad-April, 1880­

made an estimate of the probable cost of extending their 
I'oad from Fairchance Furnace, Penn., to 1\'Iorgan~own. 

The estimated cost from the State line to Morgantown was 

$260,000. A bridge eighty-five feet high and 720 feet long, 
across Cheat, it was fOllnd, would have to be constructed. 

The company, owing to the cost, declined to make the 

extension. 
Early in 1881, another railway was projected-The Iron 

Valley and Morgantown Railroad. * It~ rout~ was partly in 
the direction of that of the first railroad projected in the 
county, run in 1852; and of a later projected road in 1871. 

It was hoped that, by the early construction of this road, 
Morgantown would become the junction of the road up the 
Monongahela and down Elk River with the great road pro­

• The" Iron Valley and Morgantown Rallroad Company" was incorporated by CoL 
Felix Nemegyie and Charles E. Kimball, ot New YOrk; J. N. Camden, ot Parkersburg, 
John T. McGraw, ot Gratton, and Wllllam C. McGrew and George C. SturglsS, ot Mor­
gantown. The company was organized tor the' purpose ot constructing a rallrOad 
trom IIardman's SwItch, a point on the B. &:, O. R.. R.., Preston CountYf" along the 
meanders ot Three Fork creek, to the Irondale Furnace, in the said county, and from 
saId Irondale FUrnace, along said creek, to the water shed between the said Thre6 
Fork Creek, and Decker's Creek, and from thenc~ along and over the most practIcal 
routeot the sa1dlast named creek to the townot Morgantown," and "trom Morgantown 
along the eastern shore ot the Monongahela River to the Pennsylvania State line;" 
or trom Hardman's Switch to :Morgantown through Preston, Taylor and MonongaUa. 
countIes by any other route" tound upon a survey to be practical and convenient." 
The articles ot incorporation were tUoo wIth the secretary ot State March 1, 1881. The 
certificate ot incorpratlon was admItted to record in Preston County March 21, and 
in Monongalia the next day. The corporation commenced its existence trom the 15th 
of March, 1881. Capital stock, $600,000, With prtvllege to increase to $2,000,000, In 
shares or $50 each. The corporators organized September 19, 1881, at Sturglss and 
Berkshire's law oruce. The directors were Daniel R.. Davidson, James B. Young and 
Robert Pitcail1l, or Pittsburgh; WUUam C. McGrew and George C. Sturg1ss, ot Mor­
gantown i OOL FeliX Nemegy1e, or New York i and John W. Guseman, or Preston 
OOunt)". The oMcers elected were Daniel R.. DavIdson, pres1dent; W11l1am C. McGrew, 
Tloo'Ptes1dent i:and George C. Sturg1ss, secretary. 
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jected from Virginia by' Clifton Forge down Tygart's 
Valley River and Decker's Creek. If the .Iron Valley road , ' . 
was not built, it was feared the Virginia road would make a 
junction at Fairmont. 

On A.pril 2, 1881, the county court of Monongalia made 
an order submitting to the voters of Morgan District a 
proposition to subscribe $40,000 of preferred capital stock 
to the road. If' the proposition received the requisite 
three-fifths vote, 4-24 coupon bonds were to be issued, of 
the denomination of $100, bearing six per cent. interest 
payable semi-annually. The principal was to be discharged 
in equal yearly payments from 1885 to 1905. The amount 
of the subscription was to be expended in the district in 
the construction of the road. The election occurred May 
17th, and the subscription was authorized by avote of four 
hundred ~nd seventy-eight for it to five against it. Valley 
and Lyon Districts of Preston County, on the same dp.y, 
voted subscriptions to the road; the former, of $11,000, and 
the latter, of $20,000. The estimated length of the road is 
thirty-four miles; estimated cost, $680,000. By act of the 
Legislature, passed February 19, 1883, the time or' com­
mencing the work of the construction of the road was 
extended to January 1, 1884.* On the 22d of March the 
first work in the actual construction of the road, and the 
first ever did on any railroad in the county, was begun. A. 
force of twenty to thirty men, on that day, broke ground 
near J. Joseph & Son's mill, o~ Decker's Creek, just south­
east of Morgantown. The wOl'k of grading the road was 

*n any railroad company shall not, wIthIn two years atter tilIng Its articles ot Incor­
poration and recording them, begin the construction ot Its road, and expend thereon 
ten per cent. or Its capital wIthin three years, and finish and put In operation Its road 
lV.1th1n ten years, its corporate existence shall cease. See Acts ot 1881, chap. xvU, 
sec. 66. 
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discontinued in a few days after the commencement, and 
nothing further of the kind has been done. An advertise­
ment asking for sealed proposals "for the graduation, 
masonry, trestling and bridging of I4§- miles of the Iron 
Valley and Morgantown Railroad," appeared in the news­
papers of Morgantown in their numbers for March 28th. 
Several proposals were received, but the action of the com... 
pany upon them has not as yet transpired. The present 
organization of the cO,mpanyand since May 11, 1882, is a~ 
follows: President, William C. McGrew; Vice President, 
John W. Guseman; Secretary and General Manager, 
George C. Sturgiss; Directors, John W. Guseman, William 
C. McGrew, Daniel R. Davidson, Ashbel Fairchild, William' 
Morehead, John T. McGraw and Alexander Strausz. A 
preliminary survey has been made through to the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad, and the permanent location has been 
made to a point near Masontown, Preston County. Citizens 
of the town of N ~wburg and its vicinity, in March, sub­
scribed several thousand dollars to the road, on condition 
that Newburg shall be made a point on its line. The offi­
cers of the company are still making strong efforts to build 
the road. 

On the 21st of March, 1881, a meeting was held at Fair­
mont, in the interest of a projected railway south from 
Pittsburgh along the Monongahela River. This road is 
known as the West Virginia and Pennsylvania Railroad.*' 
Harrison and Marion counties voted subscriptions to it, 

• The West Vlrgtn1a. and Pennsylvania R. R. 18 to "commence at the PennsylvanJa. 
Une in the county ot Monongal1a, and run thence by the most practicable route, by 
way ot :Morgantown and Fairmont or Palatine, to Clark"Sburg." certificate ot incor­
poratton iSsued July 26, 1881 i capltal stock, $1,500,000, in shares or $100. Among the 
corporators were W. T. Wllley, J. M. Jlagans, Ashbel Fa1rCh1ld, George C. Sturgtss, N. 
N. Horrman, W. 8. Cobun, Thomas F. Watson, Shelby P. Barker, J. So Hood and W. :& 
Watson, ot Monongalla. County. 
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:and Monongalia was requested to do likewise. But the 
request came so late (according to the Post), that the 
county court could not convene till April 18tli-one day too 
late to give the requi~ite legal notice of the taking of a poll 
on the question at the election for school officers to occur 
in May. Besides, (continued the Post,) the projected Iron 
Valley and Morgantown Railroad was engaging the atten­
tion of the people, and a vote by the county on the river 
-railroad would be unwise, as Clay and Battelle could and 
most likely would vote it down. Another meeting was held 
in July at Fairmont, and representatives from Harrison, 
Marion and Monongalia were present. On April 29, 1882, 
at a special session of ~he county court an order was 
entered, in accordance with the prayer of several petitions, 
submitting to the voters of the county the proposition to 
subscribe ~150,OOO to the capital stock of this railroad, de­
scribing it as a standard-gauge railroad to be built from the 
Pennsylvania line to the Marion County line. The fliends 
of the scheme held meetings at several places in tIle county. 
The day of the special election* was June 10th, when the 
proposition was defeated by a vote of 1486 in its favor to 
1045 against-32 less than the requisite three-fifths of all 
the votes cast upon the question.t Another effort was 
made by the fJiends of the road. A meeting was held, June 
16, 1882, at Willey and Moreland's office. A new proposi­
tion was prepared, which, it was hoped, would meet the 
approbation of all parts of the county. It provided for a 
SUbscription of $100,000 to the West Vn-ginia and Pennsyl­
vania Railroad, one of $60,000 to a narrow-gauge railway 

• As to why specIal election could be held this year and not in 1881, see change made 
in the law by the enactment or chapter Xl, or the Acts or 1882. 

t See Constitution or West Vlrg1n1a, .Art. L, sec. 7; ACts or 1881, chap. v., sec. 24; 
Acts ot 1882, chap. xL 
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nom West Morgantown to Blacksville,* and $15,000 to the 
Iron Valley and Morgantown'Railroad. On November 9th, 
the county court ordered a special election on this proposi­
tion to be held December 30th. Dissatisfaction with the 
arrangement having developed, on the 5t~ of December the 
order was rescinded. Two large meetings, however, were 

held at Blacksville in October. 

New Year's-day, 1883, found the friends of the West 
Virginia and Pennsylvania Railroad1- assembled at the 
Wallace House, with Col. James Evans as chairman of the 
meeting, which adjourned till the next day, when a propo­
sition was prepared providing that the county subscribe 
$100,000 to the above road and $~,OOO to the Morgantown 
and Blacksville road. The county court entered ~n order 
for a vote to be taken o'n this proposition on February 17th. 
On the 13th, a la~ge meeting was held at the court-house, 
and sI;?eeches in favor of the measure were made by the 
Hon. Benjamin Wilson, Shelby P. Barker, the Hon. W. T. 
Willey and the Hon. William L. Wilson. The proposition, 
however, was defeated. The vote was, for the subscrip­
tions, 1383; against, 1479. At Laurel Point the people 
celebrated the result by the burning of tar barrels, etc. A 
meeting was held, Februal'y 21st, over which John B. Gray 
presided, and of which J. R. Hall was secretary. Speeches 
were made by ~Ir. Gray, B. F. Long, S. Stewart and 'V. R. 
Price. A series of resolutions were adopted, congI'atulating 
the people of the county on the defeat of the subscriptions, 
declaring that the" people of Grant District are in favor of 

"The Blacksville and Morgantown NarrOw-Gauge RaHway was to extend trom the 
Pennsylvan1a Une, near the mouth ot Roberts Run in BlackSville, to West Morgantown.. 
CapItal stock, trom $100,000 to $9)0,000, in shares ot $50. Corporators: E. P. Lantz,. 
Thompson StrOSn1der, E. Tennant, A. Garrtson, D. SOuth, A. W. Brown and G. A. Burke. 

t The engineer's estlmate 01 the cost ot constructing this road was $19,000 per mlle. 
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internal improvements on a proper basis," and would" ex­
tend any reasonable facilities to a responsible company and 
will subscribe liberally to the capital stock of said company , . 
when the road is located," and that the people of Grant and 
Cass were" in favor of the railroad subscription, but, owing 
to some great prejudice on the East Side of the river, we 
failed to get our proposition granted by the honorable 
cou:uty court."· 

A meeting attended by citizens of Grant and Cass dis­
tricts; was held at Granville, December 27, 1882, whose 
object" was to devise some plan by which to get a railroad 
through these districts." The meeting decided that the 
route" commencing at the Pennsylvania line in the district 
of Cass, thence to Granville and up Dent's Run by the most 
practicable route to the Marion County line in the district 
of Grant," was the most desirable. A committee was ap­
pointed to ask the county court to order an election to be 
held in the two districts, to 'take the sense of the voters on a 
proposition to make a subscription to aid in the construc­
tion of a standard-gauge railroad by the route before men­
tioned. Another committee, to confer with" certain rail­
road companies," to ascertain on what terms they would 
co-operate with the people of the districts, was appointed. 
The county com·t, March 8th, 1883, made two orders sub­
mitting a proposition to Cass and one to Grant. The 
proposition to Cass District was to subscribe $15,000 to the 
capital stock of the West Virginia and Pennsylvania 
Railroad Company, to aid in the construction of a standard­
gauge. railroad" through said district, beginning at or near 
the Pennsylvania line in said district, and running up the 
Monong~hela River on the west side thereof, to the line 
dividing said district of Cass from the district of Grant in 
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said county; and the further sum of $10,000 for and, on: 
behalf of said district of Cass to be subscribed to the capi­
tal stock of the Blacksville and Morgantown Rail~oad 
Company," a narrow-gauge railroad leading from the town 
of Blacksville to West Morgantown. The proposition sub­
mitted to Grant District was to subscribe $40,000 to the 
capital sto~k of the West Virginia and Pennsylvania Rail­
road Company, a standard-gauge road, to run from a point 
at or near the Pennsylvania line in Cass District, 'up the 
west side of the Monongahela, to the mouth of Dent's Run; 
"thence up and along what is known as the Dent's Run 
route," through Grant District to a point on the Marion 
County line in said district. The vote in each district was 
orderecl at the election for school officers in May, when 
both propositions were defeated. The vote in Cass was, 
for subscription, 51; against,143. Grant's vote: for sub­
scription, 63; against, 244. 

On the 3d of March, 1883, a large meeting was held at 
Blacksville "for the purpose of inaugurating steps towards 
the extension of the Washington and Waynesburg [narrow­
gauge] Railroad to Blacksville." Dr. A. W. Brown' was 
president. "Articles of Association" for the extension of 
said railway to Blacksville, were presented by. the manager 
of the road. The railway company asked $15,500 in sub­
scriptions from the people along the route of the proposed 
extension. Eight thousand five hundred dollars were sub­
scribed at the meeting. The .Democrat, a newspaper pub­
lished at Waynesburg, Penn., in its number of May 5th, 
said that nearly $20,000 had been subscribed., and that" the 
work steadily goes on." Work on the extension of the 
road, however, has never been begun. 

Notwithstanding all these projects and the unselfish 



123 INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 

efforts of many of her citizens, and the long years of agita­
tion, dating from the days when the Baltimore and Ohio 
Company was seeking a passage through the county, 
Monongalia has yet no railway within her borders.* If 
repeated defeats a~d successive failures should crown rail­
way efforts for years to come (which we do not believe), 
eventually the exhaustion of the Lower Monongahela Valley 
coal fields will necessitate the construction of a -railway to 
the coal fields of Monongalia. In the future, capitalists 
will turn as eagerly to the great material resources of this 
county as did the projectors of the Ohio Companyt to its 
fertile soil and wealth of timber in 1748. 

• On the 6th ot March, 1847, an act was passed by the Leg1slature ot Vlrgln~ 
" authOrizing the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company to construct the extension of 
their road through VirgInIa." In this act 1t was sought to Include the location ot the 
road. Many people In MonongalIa and In every other county In Western V1rg1nla, and 
In adjOining parts ot Pennsylvania (see p. 107, toot-note), were bitterly opposed to a. 
raIlroad, because, among other things, they saId It would bring oats down to 10 cents 
a bushel, and would so tar take the place ot horses that there would be no sale tor 
them. Among the men ot that day haVlng the foresight to see the value ot a railro~ 
was Thomas Haymond, then the representatIve trom MarIon county. It Is saId by 
those acquainted with the ctrcumstances, that Haymond never menttoned hIs county 
as desirIng the road; but being well acquainted with the geography ot north-western 
Virginia, he quietly got the tollowIng clause attached to the b1l1: "That the sa.1d 
ra11road to be constructed through the territory ot Vtrglnla, shall reach or cross the 
Tygart's Valley R1ver at or within three tnlles ot the mouth or Three Fork creek In the 
county ot Taylor." Previous to thIs, surveys had been made down Muddy Creek, 
Preston County, to get on to Decker's Creek and reach Morgantown. Haymond'S 
clause compelled the road to make near the mouth ot Three Fork a point. When thls 
was done there was no route lett to get trom there to Wheellng but through MarIon; 
and Gratton became the Junction Morgantown most l1kely would have been, as the 
engineers pronounced the route by Morgantown the most desirable. 

t Upon the death ot Thomas Lee, the chIet management ot the Ohio Company 
devolved upon Lawrence Washington, and at hIs death "Governor DinWiddie and 
George 1tlason became proprIetors." CoL Mercer's efforts In England to revive the 
Company having tailed, he agreed to merge Its Interests In those or the Walpole or 
Grand Company. This latter company grew out or the plan proposed, 1n 1766, by Gov. 
Wm. FrankUn ot New Jersey, and Sir WIn. JohnSOn, Indian Agent, to torm a new 
COlony on the Ohio. Dr. FrankUn, then In London, was engaged by them to press 
their claims tor a grant. In 1770, Thomas Walpole, an emInent banker, was at the 
head or the scheme, hence the terrItory asked was called Walpole'S Grant. August 14. 
1772, the King approved the grant, "and that a new government should be estabUshed 
thereon." Its boundaries were as tOllows: "To begin opposite the mouth or the 
ScIota RIver, and to extend tram thence In a southwardly direction through the pass 
or the Onasloto Mountain [near the latitude ot North CarolIna], thence northeast­
Wardly to the Kenhawa. {Kanawha], at the junction ot New R1ver and Green BrIar. 
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To present t4e information concerning the several railway 
projects in the county, in a succinct form, the subjoined 
statement, giving the name of each company and the ~ate of 
its incorporation, has been prepared: 

Name of Companv. . When Incorporatl'd. 

Morgantown and Independence........................November 30,1852 

Monongahela and Ravenswood...........................February 27, 1854 

Monongahela and Lewisburg.................................... March 1, 1865 

Monongahela Valley, extension of, ............................March 3, 1868 

Uniontown and 'Vest Virginia............................February 18, 1869 

West Virginia Central.........................................February 15, 1870 

Pittsburgh, Virginia and Charleston..................February 25, 1870 

Northern and Southern West Virginia...............February 26, 1870 

Pennsylvania and West Virginia...............................March 2, 1870 

Iron Valley, extension of, .................................... February 28, 1871 

Southwest Pennsylvania, extension of, ............... February 28, 1872 

Iron Valley and Morgantown.................................March 25, 1881 

West Virginia and Pennsylvania................................July 26, 1881 

Elacksville and Morgantown Narrow Gauge.......... -- -,' 1882 


Recurring to the history of the turnpike enterprises, we 
have to note the incorporation, J\<Iarch 15, 1849, of the 
Morgantown and Bridgeport Turnpike Company. March 
12, 1853, the capital of this company was increased $12,000. 

The maximum limit of the capital stock of the Kingwood 
and West Union Turnpike Company was increased, in 1851, 
and the extension of the road t() l\'Iorgantown was also 
authorized. This road was constructed; and, between 
Morgantown and Kingwood, is familiarly known as 'the 
"Morgantown and Kingwood Pike." February 10th, the 
:Board of Public Works was authorized to b01TOW $2,800, 

thence up Green Briar to the head or Its northeasterly branch, thence easterly to the 
Allegany Mountains, thence along these mountains to the llne or Lord Fairfax, and 
thence with his llne and the llnes or Maryland and Pennsylvanla t1ll the west boun­
dary or the latter Intersects the Oh1o, and down said river to the place or beginning." 
The troubles connected with the Revolution prevented the organization ot this new or 
14th colony. 
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with which to macadamize this pike between Morgantown 
and Cra~berry, which work was done. After the extension 
of the road to Morgantown, its name was changed to 'that 
of the Morgantown, Kingwood and West Union Turnpike. 
This is now the best road, perhaps, in all this section of 
country. 

A bill appropriating money to macadamize the road from 
Morgantown to Ice's Ferry, was defeated in the General 
Assembly, in 1850, by a vote of fifty-four to forty-two. 

There was some advocacy, in 1851, of the construction 
of a plank road to Cranberry. 

The Assembly, February 10, 1853, appropriated $2,200 to 
complete the Maryland and Ohio Turnpike, and $6,00? to 
macadamize that part of it on Pharoah's Run. 

The work of constructing the Brandonville, Morgantown 
and Fishing Creek Turnpike was let out by sections, in 
1850, by William J. Wipey, the superintendent, from 
}Iaryland to Morgantown, and thence nine miles towards 
Indian Creek. 

The Black~ville and W ol·thington Turnpike Company was 
incorporated, :I\Iarch 26, 1853, with a capita] of $15,000; 
shar~s, $25. Books of subscription were to be opened at 
Blacksville by Egan B. Tygart, Thomas E. Hall, William 
Lantz, Enos Tennant and John Shryon. 

On the 1st of March in the same year, the capital stock 
of the Pennsylvania, Beverly and Morgantown Turnpike 
was increased $8,000; and on the 29th, the Smithtown 
Turnpike Company was chartered with a capital of $10,000. 

On the 15th of February, an act was passed providing 
for the extension of the Beverly and Fairmont Turnpike to 
Warren. "The Dunkard Valley Turnpike Company" was 

incorporated~ February 23, 1871, to construct a turnpike­
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road from the Morgantown and Fairmont road, one mile 
west of Morgantown, by the way of Granville, Hamilton, 
Cassville and the Valley of Dunkard Creek to its source in 
Monongalia, and to Burton. Books of subscription were 
to be opened at Cassville, Blacksville and W est Warren, 
under the direction of Morgan L. Boyers, John W. Tuc~er, 
Dr. A. W. Brown, Abraham Hair and Charles W. Edwards. 
The capital stock was to be formed of shares of $20 each. 

Early. efforts to secure water transportation have been 
mentioned in the first pages of this chapter. The State of 
Pennsylvania made the l\Ionongahela River within her ter­
ritory a public highway, April 15, 1782, and afterward 
appointed a commission to examine the river from the State 
1;ine to Pittsburgh, and report an estimate of the probable 
cost of "locks, works or devices necessary to be made to 
render said river navigable." The Monongahela Navigation 
Company, a Virginia corporation, chartered in 1817, never 
accomplished anything. Slack-water navigation of the 
Monongahela was finally achieved in Pennsylvania by a 
second Monongahela Navigation Company, a Pennsylvania 
corporation, organized in 1837. A survey of the river 
showed it to be ninety and one-half miles from Pittsburgh 
to the Virginia (now West Virginia) line, and the ascent in 
the same distance, seventy-four and one-half feet. In 1844, 
dams and locks numbers one, two, three and four were 
completed, at a cost of $41~,OOO. Their completion made 
the river navigable from Pittsburgh to Brownsville.* 

.. From 1844 to 1862, the company carried over 745,000 passengers, Yielding a revenue 
ot over $126,000. The great source ot revenue to the company now 18 trom carrying 
coal and coke. The ,coal shipments tor 1881 were over 91,000,000 bushels, and ot coke 
tor the same year nearly 4,000,000 bushels. The revenue ot the company tor 1881 was 
over $216,000. 

SOme persons opposed Slack-water, because, they said, It would make the upper 
river coal lands 'Worthless; but these lands have rtsen in price steadlly as the work 
bas progressed. 
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~etween 1854 and 1856, locks and dams numbers five and 
six were completed, causing slack-water to reac~ to New 
,Geneva. The original intention of this navigation com­
pany was to slack the river to the State line; and for years 
efforts( (as, will be detailed presently) were made by the 
people of Morgantown to co-operate with the company. 
These e~orts failing, the United States Government took 
hold of the work; and. one dam and lock (No.8) is now 
being built in Pennsylvania by the Government. When 
this lock and dam is completed, and L,ock and Dam No. 
7 in Pennsylvania (now, in cou;se of construction) is 
built by the Navigation Company, the improved navigation 
of the river will extend to Morgantown. 

Another navigation company, called the Monongahela 
Navigation Company, was chartered by Virginia, March 10, 
1847. Its object was to slack the Monongahela from the 
State line to Fairmont. At a meeting held February 24, 
,1851, at\ the court-hou~e, subscriptions were ordered to be 
taken at eight different points in the county, and a com­
mittee of correspondence was appointed. Meetings were 
held in Pennsylvania to aid the enterprise by subscrip~ions 
of stock to slack the river from Brownsville up to the State 
line. It was proposed for Mon~ngalia and Marion to raise 
$30,000, induce Baltimore capitalists friendly to the enter­
prise to take $50,000 of stock, and then get the State to 
subscribe U20,000. Although a considerable effort was 
made, the undertaking failed. Another meeting was held 
in 1852, to take steps to get the charter of the company 
, extended. This was done by the Virginia Legislature in 
March, 1853, when it was enacted that the company should 
begin work in 1855, and finish by 1860; also tha.t the board 
,of public works would' subscribe when Pennsylvania com­
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pleted slack-water navigation in the Monongahela River up 
to the State line. Later in March, the trustees of Morgan­
town borough were authorized to submit to a vote a propo­
sition for the borough to subscribe not exceeding $100,000 
to the company. 

A meeting in the ~nterest of slack-water navigation was 
held in l\Iorgantown on the 25th of l\Iarch, 1853, ~t which & 

committee was appointed to visit Pittsburgh and solicit aid. 
As the Pennsylvania navigation companion was not going 
ahead with its work aqcording to the terms of its charter, 
a committee was appointed in the spring of 1853, by the 
people of Morgantown, to institute suit against the com­
pany and compel it to do the work or forfeit its charter. 
November 26th, the town authorized by vote the levying of 
a tax to enable this committee to prosecute the suit. James 
Dunlap was employed as attorney, but no suit was brought, 
as the Pennsylvania company got their charte:r extended. 

The charter of the Virginia navigation company was 
revived and amended, April 7, 1858, and a capital stock of 
$100,000, in shares of $25, was authorized. Until the year 
1868 was given for it to complete the work of slacking the 
river from the State line to Fairmont. A meeting was held 
at Morgantown (John B. Lough, chairman; Lewis Layton, 
secretary), to organize a movement to secure subscriptions 
to the stock of the company. The advisability of asking 
the county to vote a subscription of $25,000 was discussed. 
In the year 1860-March 8th,-the charter of the company 
was amended authorizing it to extend its work to Clarks­
burg. Another effort was now made to get enough money 
to enable the company to begin work. Meetings* were 

.. At a. meeting held Apr1l !Mth, CoL James Evans was elected president and Dr. 
ISaaC SCott secretary. W. T. Willey, CoL James ET8.ns, P. H. Keek, Prot J. R. Moore 
and COL Wm. ~ Hanway were appointed a. committee to V1S1t Pittsburgh to sollCit aid. 



· . 
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See Page 371. 
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held at Morgantown, and a committee was appointed to go 
to Pittsburgh and solicit aid. In November, COl. James 
Evans went to that city, and addressed the board of trade. 
Assurances of aid from the Pennsylvania navigation co~­
pany were received. -Engineers employed to make a survey 
of the river, reported sixteen feet of fall from the Pennsyl­
vania line to Morgantown, and that two locks and dams, 
costing $100,000, would be necessary to slack the river 
between these points. The borough trustees of lVlorgan­
town ordered a vote upon a subscription by the town of 
$5,000 to the enterprise. There is no l'ecord of such elec­
tion having been held. The presidential election of 1860 
and the beginning of the Rebellion called away the enel'gies 
of the people to other subjects; and no further effort was 
made till 1863. 

On October 19th of this year, "The Marion and Monon­
gahela Navigation Company" was incorporated, for the 
purpose of slacking the Monongahela from the Pennsyl­
vania line to Fairmont. Capital stock, $200,000; shares, 
$20. Henry Dering, D. H. Chadwick, Alfred Yeager, 
Samuel Sears and George' M. Hagans were to l"eceive 
SUbscriptions. The company was authorized to commence 
work as soon as enough was subscribed to build a lock and 
dam, and so keep on until the whole work was completed. 
January 9, 1867, Morgantown, with but one dissenting voice, 
voted $20,000 to the capital stock of this company; and on 
the 21st of February its charter was amended so that tolls 
could be collected both ways as ·soon as a lock and dam was 

completed. Before this amendment all crafts or lumber 
passing down and not returning went n"ee of toll. David 
H. Chadwick, Alfred Yeager, Samuel Sears, James Evans, 
William P. Willey, James Lazzell, George M. Hagans, Will­

9 



130 HISTORY OF MONONGALIA COUNTY. 

iam A. Hanway and Francis Thompson were authorized to 

receive subscriptions in l\Ionongalia. When they had 
received $25,000 in subscriptions, Col. James Evans, the 

Hon. W. T ..Willey and R. B. Can' were sent to Pittsburgh 

to solicit aid. 
This project was fruitless, as had been all the efforts, 

beginning as far back as the year 1817, for the improvement 

of the l\Ionongahela River in what is now West Virginia. 
The Hon. James C. l\IcGrew, member of the House of 
Representatives of the National Congress, secured the pass­
age of an act by the third session of the Forty-fhst Con­

gress, authorizing a survey of the Monongahela River from 
New Geneva to Morgantown, which was made in the summer 
of 1871, under Col.l\Ierrill, Mr. lYlcGrew, February 12,1872, 

introduced a bill appr.opriating money, and $25,000 was 

appropriated by the second session of the Forty-second 

Congress to begin the work of slacking the river from New 
Geneva to Morgantown. While the- bill was pending in 

Congress, a board of trade was organized at Morgantown 

in the interest of the measure, and R. L. Berkshire and 

George C. Sturgiss were sent to Washington. The next 

session of Congress appropriated $66,000 to the work. In 

1872, the contract for ~he construction of a stone lock (No. 
9) at Hoard's Rocks was let to Smith, Hawkins and Da-vis, 

for $54,641.75, theirs being the lowest of twelve bids. The 

Hon. J. Marshall Hagans, M. C., in 1875, secured an appro­

priation of $22,000 to continue work on tIle lock, and also 

an act authorizing a survey of the Monongahela River u'om 

1\Iorgantown to Fail-mont. This survey was made under 

direction of Capt. T. P. Roberts, whose repbrt gave the dis­

tance as twenty-eight miles, with a fall of fifty-five feet in 

the river, which would l'equire six dams. In March, 1876, 

http:54,641.75
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the contract.for constructing the dam at Hoard's Rocks was 

awarded at Cincinnati to Smith and Hawkins, for $50,000. 
The work was to be completed by November 15th, but was 

suspended in October, because of exhaustion of funds and 
the failure of further appropriation by Congress. The work 
was re-commenced in 1878. A part of it was pronounced 
defective, and was torn up and rebuilt. 'Vol'k, after a time, 
was suspended, and was begun again in the summer of 1879. 
In September of that year, the lock and dam was completed, 

and on the 29th about 1,.500 people gathered there to cele­
brate the event. Addresses were made on the occasion by 
the Hon. J. l\'farshall Hagans and Joseph :l\Ioreland. Later 

in the season the lock was damaged by the bursting of water 
through, and apart' of the wall fell. The damage, however, 

was immediately repaired. The following description of the 

lock and dam was given in the Genius of Liberty, a news­

paper published at Uniontown, Penn., in 1879, which was 
furnished the paper by William Weston, the engineer in 

charge when the work was completed: 
"The dam is over 300 feet from shore to lock-wall. It is built en­

tirely of stone and cement, and is vertical on the upper sid~ and 
slants from a width of four feet on top to fourteen at the bottom. 
It is built in the form of an arch, circling up the river. A line 
drawn from the middle of the base of the arch to the middle ot the 
top of the dam, is twenty feet. The foundation stones are bedded 
iIi. solid rock with a shoulder of five or six inches to rest against. 
The stones are not only cut keystone fashion to prevent moving 
down, but each successive layer is held down by being' cut with 
copings, and thus dovetailed in the wall below each stone in the 
top layer which reaches across the top of the dam, and is cut 
smooth and round so as to prevent drift catching the walls. No loops 
or hooks of iron are used to hold the stone together, as this is 
unnecessary. From the standing water below, the dam is nineteen 
feet high, and slacks the water five feet at Morgantown, a distance 
of eight miles by river. 
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U The lock walls are the most complete piece of masonry along 
the river. The walls within the gates are 200 feet; entire length of 
walls 300, and the distance between the walls fifty feet. The 
wicket gates are in the walls on the sides of the lock; the water 
above the upper gates pass in arches; when" these wickets are 
opened to the center of the side walls then perpendicular down to 
the bed of the river, then returns to the center table walls above 
and under the upper gates, and thence through arches in the table 
walls into the lock. These arches, though very crooked, will 
admit a volume of water sufficient to fill the lock in a short time. 
There are five-inch groves in each wall above the upper gates, and 
below the lower gates for the purpose of slipping down five-inch 
boards (like the front boards are put in a granary as it fills up), to 
keep the water off the gates if they need repair. The four gates 
weigh thirteen t.ons each." 

It was found to be necessary to lower the height of this 
dam four feet, and this was completed in January, 1881. 
Col. W. E. Menill, an engineer in charge of the work for 
a time, in a letter concerning the weakness of the dam and 
explaining the reason of cutting it down, said that Lock and 
Dam No.8 should have been built before No.9, and that 
the proper location for No.9 was at Collins's Ripple, about 
fou; miles below Morgantown, but no good foundation 
could be found there. Building at Hoard's Rocks, about 
four miles furth~r down the river, necessitated increasing 
the lift h'om ten and a half feet (what it would have been at 
Collins's) to eleven and a half feet. Col. Merrill also said 
that after Lock No.9 was built, he desired the construc­
tion of the dam delayed until Lock No.8 was built, but a. 

public meeting at Morgantown demanded that Dam No.9 

be built at ,once, and that he had done so, which caused 
the lift to be raised from eleven and a half feet to eighteen 
feet. 

The contract for the building of Lock No.8 was awarded 
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in July, 1881, to Shipman and Carmody, of Fairfax County, 
Va., for the sum of $46,236; but the work is not yet com­
pleted, owing to lack of funds. On the 24th of December, 
1881, Lock No.7 was let by the Monongahela Navigation 
Company of Pennsylvania to Harold, 1\;IcDonald and Com­
pany. 

On, 1\;1arch 13, 1882, a meeting in the interest of slack­
water navigation was held in 1\;1organtown, of which Prof. 
D. B. Purinton was president and E. Shisler was secretary. 
This meeting appointed George C. Sturgiss, Joseph 1\;1ore­
land, Col. A. Fairchild, the Hon. J. M. Hagans and Prof. 
I. C. White a committee to endeavor to secure an appropri­
tion by Congress sufficient to finish lock No. 8 and repair 
No.9. On the 9th of June Congress appropriated $25,000. 
The last session of Congress having failed to make an 
appropriation for the 1\Ionongahela River improvement, 
Col. Men-ill, in a letter dated }\:1ay 5, 1883, said that the 
balance of $29,000 on hand would have to be used to pay 
for stone then being -quarried, and that no further work 
could be done till CongI'ess should make an appropriation. 

March 5, 1850, the" 1\;Iorgantown Bridge Company" was 
incorporatea by the Assembly, by a vote of 58 yeas to 49 
noes. This company built the wire suspension bridge 

Bcross the Monongahela River at Morgantown, which was 
completed on the 16th of December, 1854, at a cost of 
nearly $30,000. It~ construction was a work of great value 
and benefit to the whole ~ounty, as it furnished a safe and 
sure means of crossing the river at all seasons of the year. 

Va:rious minor enterprises were projected during the pe­
riod covered by this chapter, which will be treated of in 

their appropriate places in following chapters. 



CHAPTER XIII. 


REORGANIZED GOVERNl\IENT OF VIRGINIA. 

1861-1863. 

Secession-Virginia Legislature Convoked-Calls a Convention­
Action in Monongalia-Proceedings of the Richmond Con­
vention-Submits an Ordinance of Secession-Course of the 
Union Delegates-Large Meetings at Morgantown-Resolu­
tions Adopted-Other Meetings in the County-Vote on the 
Ordinance-Rumored Invasion-Military Preparations-New 
State Organization-Wheeling Convention of May 13th, '61­
Convention of June-Reorganization of the State Govern­
ment-Jones's Raid-Showalter's Retreat. 

THE profound excitement following the raid of John 
.Brown upon Harper's Ferry in the autumn of 1859, was at 
its height at the opening of the presidential election of 
1860. This struggle, in which four tickets were in the field, 
was bitter beyond precedent. Certain southern States had 
declared at an early period in the canvass that they would 
withdraw from the Union in the event of the election of the 

Republican candidate. ,Vhen it was definitely ascertained 
that Abraham Lincoln was elected, a convention of the 
people of South Carolina was called. On the 20th of 

December, 1860, this convention adopted an ordinance of 
seceSSIon. Within the next two months, Mississippi, Flor­
ida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana and Texas withdrew 

from the Union. These States formed a new Republic 
- The Confederate States of A nwrica,-and elected Jefferson 
Davis, of Mississippi, President. 

The people of Virginia found themselves confronted with 

the most important question that had ever come up in the 
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history of the State since the days of the Revolution. 

Governor Letcher called an extra session of the Legislature 

to meet on the 7th of January, among other things, "to take 

into consideration the condition of public affairs, and deter­

mine calmly a~d wisely what action is necessary." 

People in Western Virginia at first did not comprehend 

that a terrible war was about to be inaugurated, and many 

laughed at the idea of secession, or if' the South did secede 

that a war of any magnitude would follow. Marshal l\f. 

Dent, then editor of the Virginia Weekly Star, seemed to 

have had a correct idea of the terrible contest. of arms about 

to open, and in an editorial as early as January 5, 1861, 

said, under the heading of " The Crisis Has COl1!e": 

"'Ve are in the midst of a Revolution. The country is becoming 
aroused in every direction. . . . Madness rules the hour. The 
North has cOlluuencea to arm, and soon we will be in the midst of a 
bloody ·internecine war. . . . 'Ve here warn you to beware of 
the insidious smiles of Secession. It commenced as a peacable 
lamb, and has increased step by step until it has become a monster 
of strength and power. Again we call upon you to arouse to your 
interests-to choose for yourselves whether you shall be for or 

against your country. ': 

This editorial was followed by others making eloquent 

and stirring appeals against secession. 

The Legislature convened in extra session on the 7th day 

of January, 1861, and on the 14th passed a bill calling a 

convention of the people of Virginia, whose members were 

to be elected on the 4th of February, and to meet at Rich­

monel on the 13th of that month. A substitute for this bill, 

offm·ed in the House of Delegates, providing that a vote of 

the people should be taken upon the calling of the conven­

tion, was defeated by a large majority. Thus, for the first 

time in the history of the State, a convention would 
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assemble without the sanction of the people. A clause of 
the bill, however, provided that the sense of the voters 
should be taken at the election for members of the conven­
tion,' "as to whether any action of said convention 
dissolving our connection with the Fede,ral Union or 
changing the organic law of the State shall be submitted 
to the people for ratification or rejection." 

Petitions of citizens'" of Monongalia, irrespective of party, 
were published from Morgantown, Granville, Scott's Run 
and Cassville, calling upon the Hon. Waitman T. Willey 
and 1\Iarshall M. Dent, then clerk of the Circuit Cou~t, to 
become candidates for seats in the convention as the rep­
resentatives of the county. These gentlemen were elected 
without opposition, while the people of the county, by a 
vote of 2,027 to 13, said in thunder tones that :Monongalia 
wanted the action of the convention as to Secession or any 
change of the organic law of the State submitted to the 
people. 

On the 27th of January, the Kramer Guards and 1\1oore 
Cadets paraded in 1\'1organtown, and 1\'11'. Willey made a 
Union speech to a lal:ge assemblage, which was received 
with applause. Subsequent to this two Union poles and 
flags had been raised at Morgantown and Granville. On 
the 30th of January a Union meeting was held at Easton, 
with "\Villiam J. Vandervort as chairman, and was adc1ressecl 
by J. M. Holmes, Thomas 

\ 
A. Ryan and W. S. Cobun. On 

the same clay a similal' meeting was held at Fort Martin, at 
which Daniel Miller presided as chairman. 

The Convention assembled at Richmond on the 13th, and 
organized by electing the Hon. John Janney, of Loudon 
County, president. W. T. Willey was appointed a member 
of the Committee on Federal Relations. Fulton Anderson, 
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a commissioner from Mississippi, HenrY,L. Benning, a com­
missioner from Georgia, and John S. Preston, a commis­
sioner from South Carolina, addressed the convention, all 

urging Virginia to join the Southern Confederacy. ,Mr. 
Willey answered the address of Preston in an able and 
eloquent speech. Many resolutions were offered, which 
were referred to the Committee on Federal Re,lations. This 
committee sat with closed doors. On the 9th of March, a 
partial majority report of fourt~en resolutions was made by 

the committee. The eighth resolution asserted the right of 
a State to secede. Upon this report opened the battle in 
the Convention. It was a great struggle of the giant minds 
of Virginia. The leaders from the eastern part of the State 
championed secession; the leaders of the west stood for 
the Union. On the 4th of April a substitute for the sixth 
resolution, proposing an ordinance of secession to be voted 
npon by the people, was defeated by a vote of, forty-five 
yeas to eighty-ni:[~e noes. The people of Richmond were 
for secession. An uncontrollable throng filled the streets, 
and treated with derision the western members. The news 
of the fall of Fort Sumter set the turbulent crowds upon 
the streets wild with excitement. The national flag was 
torn from the dome of the Capitol, and the Confederate 
banner raised everywhere. At night, the Dispatclb said, 
"the city was lighted up and the whole heart of Richmond 
was in the demonstration." A great assemblage gathered 
in a large hall with closed doors. The Convention went 
into secret session. A stormy scene followed. On the 
morning of the 17th, ex-Governor Henry A. Wise made a 
wonderfully impassioned speech. The Union leaders were 
firm, but could not hold the rank and file against the great 
pressure brought to bear upon them. The convention came 
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to a, vote upon "an ordi:p.ance to repeal the ratification of 
the Constitution of the United States of America, by the 
State of Virginia, and to resume all the rights and powers 
granted under said Constitution," and it was carried by a 
vote of eighty-eight to fifty-five. This ordinance was to be 
voted upon on the 4th Thursday of May, but the schedule 
prohibited the election of Congressmen on that day. 

The Union leaders were greeted with threats of personal 
violence, and their language declared treasonable, by the 
excited throngs in. the city. }Villey, Carlisle, William G. 
Brown, James C. McGrew, and others, the next day, declared 
that 'Vestern Virginia would never support the ordinance. 
On Saturday, April 20th, some of the Union leaders assem­
bled at the Powhatan Hotel secretly, and resolved to 
withdraw u"om the convention, return home, and urge their 
constituents to vote down the ordinance. The Hon. James 
C. McGrew, of Prestun, was one of this little band of 
eighteen or twenty members thus assembled. The meeting 
was so hastily called that it was impossible to notify all 
the Union delegates. Several of these delegates found 
much difficulty in getting out of the city and through the 
State to their homes. 

When Beauregard's circling batteries opened fire upon 
the walls of Sumter, and the thuuder of battle rolled up 
fl"Om the South Atlantic coast, \Vestern Virginia realized 
the awful fact that a terrible war was upon the country, and 
turned with intense anxiety to the State Convention and the 
action it wou~d take upon secession. The 17th of April, 
1861, was an eventful day in the history of the Common­
wealth of Virginia. \Vith the rising of the sun Virginia 
was united; with its setting, the East had pronounced for 
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secession, and the West was assembling its first meeting in 
favor of revolution against any attempted disunion. 

A large assemblage of citizens, without respect to party, 
convened at the court-house in Morgantown, on Wednesday 
evening, April 17, 1861, pursuant to a previous notice. It 
organized by electing William Lazier president, George M: 
Reay, William N. Jarrett, John Mikel and Henry Dering, 
vice presidents, and Drs. William M. Dent and Isaac Scott, 
secretaries. William Lazier and Henry Dering made Union 
speeches. Dr. J. V. Boughner, Francis Madera, Col. Leroy 
Kramer, R. L. Berkshire and Dr. H. N. J\:Iackey, the com­
mittee on resolutions, reported the following: 

H'VHEREAS, an alarming crisis now exists in this country immi­
nently threatening the existence of the American Union, and all 
the blessings of that civil and religious liberty. to secure which our 
Revolutionary forefathers waged and endured all the hardships 
and privations of a seven years' war; and, whereas the present 
deplorable condition of our public affairs has arisen from the 
indiscreet and useless agAktion of the slavery question in our 
Nationallegislature by demagogues and selfish Iloliticians North 
and South; and whereas the time has come when it behooves 
every true friend of the Union and his country to rally under the 
flag and maintain the same with an unwavering hand and under 
the most adverse and trying circumstances; Therefore, be it 

"Rcsolvcd, That we, the people of Monongalia, without distinc­
tion of party, deprecate and hereby enter our solemn protest 
against the secession of Virginia in the present exigency, as unwise 
and inexpedient and fatal to her best interests and the interests of 
Our whole country; believing as we do, that amongst its immediate 
and legitimate results, will be the utter ruin and bankruptcy and 
desolation of our hitherto proud and powerful old Commonwealth. 

"Resolved, That we are attached to the Federal Union as the 
ark of our political security and safety, that it is endeared to us by 
the enduring fame and patriotic deeds of its founders, and that we 
will cling to it despite all the tirades and treasonable threats of 
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the ingrates and traitors who are engaged in the unholy work of 
firing t~e Southern heart and precipitating us in the yawning gulf 
of Secession. 

"Re8olved, That secession as it is practically exemplified in the 
so-called Southern Confederacy,is unmitigated treason against the 
Constitution of Government of the United States, and its leading 
actors in the language of its prime mover and greatest champion, 
William L. Yancey, 'are traitor8,' and liable to be treated as such 
for violating the Constitution and laws of their country. 

"Re8olved, That the idea of seceding from the general govern­
ment of the United States, and attaching Virginia (as the outside 
sentinel) to the so-called Cotton or Gulf State Confederacy, is 
repulsive and opposed to every feeling, sentiment and instinct of 
patriotism, and the sense of this meeting is unalterably opposed to 
being into the wake of secession by South Carolina, the hot-bed of 
political heresies and treason. 

"Re8olved, That 'Vestern Virginia has patiently summitted to 
and borne up under the oppressive policy of .Eastern Virginia for 
the last half century, as shown in her course in denying to us equal 
representation and refusing to bear her equal share of taxation (in 
uniformly claiming and receiving exemption from equal taxation on 
her slave property;) that now the meture of Eastern oppression 
is full and that if, as is claimed by her, secession is the only remedy 
offered by her for all our wrongs, th? day is near at hand when 
Western Virginia will rise up in the majesty of her stre~gth and 
repudiating her oppressors will dissolve all her civil and political 
connection with them, and remain firmly under the time honored 
Stars and Stripes. 

"Re8olved, That we hereby tender our thanks to our delegates 
in Convention, W. T. Willey and M. M. Dent, Esqrs., for their firm 
stand and active resistance to the extreme and unwise policy of 
secession, and cordially say to them, "VeIl done good and faithful 

servants.' " 

The resolutions were adopted, and the following was pre­
sented and unanimously adopted: 

"Re8olved, That in case an ordinance of secession is passed by 
our State Convention, that our delegates be requested to propose 
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a division of the State, by some line that will sever us from all 
future connection with Eastern secessionists." 

The Virginia Star, in commenting on the action of the 
meeting, concluded by saying: 

"The whole West is on fire, and ere long the flames will reach 
the top of the Blue Ridge and proclahn to our oppressors and 
would-be masters, that our backs are not yet ready for their lash; 
that we have borne with their oppression and unjust taxation as 
long as we can, and that now, we must either be equals, or separate. " 

The meeting adjourned to Monday, April 22d. ~Iorgan­

town on that day was decked with flags. A delegation from 
the "Flats" numbered about three hundred, and one from 
Fort Martin, commanded by Capt. Joseph Snider, Jr., num­
bered about two hundred and fifty. It is said that over 
two thousand people were present. F. H. Pierpont and 
Fontaine Smith made Union speeches, and the meeting by 
acclamation adopted the six resolutions offered at the meet­
ing of April l~th. Dr. Z. Kidwell, the States' Rights 
party's nominee for Congress; was present, but declined to 
speak on the ground that it would subject himself and 
n-iends to insult and injury, which reason he gave in a card 
addressed to the people of Monongalia. 

~Ir. Willey arrived home on the 24th, and that evening, by 
request, addressed a large audience of ladies and gentlemen 
in the court-house upon the work of the State Convention. 
~Iarshalll\'I. Dent, the other delegate to the Convention, 
left Richmond in two hours after the passage of the 
ordinance of secession, but arrived home later than Mr. 
Willey. Upon his arri,:al he issued a card resigning as a 
member of the Convention, and in a long editorial 1?ub­
lished in his paper urged that Western Virginia should 

declare herself a separate and independent State. 
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Public excitement ,was intense. The militia met and 
drilled. Rumors came of a northern invasion from Union­
town, Penn. During May additional meetings were held. 
At ~dam Brown's on Dunkard Creek one thousand people 
were present; at the Evans school-house, where over four 
hundred assembled; at Clinton Furnace, at Easton, at Cheat 
Neck, and at Capt. Joseph Snider's, near the State . line, 
where over two hundred were present. 

~Ionongalia's vote on the ordinance of secession, May 
23~1, was: "For Ratification," 115; "For Rejection," 2,263 ; 
majority against secession, 2,148. While the people were 
voting rumors came that a Confederate force was gathering 
at Grafton. At Morgantown the council placed the town 
under the charge of Capt. Jacob Hickman in command of 
the Home Guards. In the early history of the town its 
citizens had rallied under arms to repel an Indian invasion; 
and now nearly a century after, its rest was broken again by 
war's alarms, and upon its Revolutionary picket-posts were 
standing many of those who were to be- soldiers of the 
Great Rebellion. On the following Monday the excitement 

I 

became intense. A messenger l'eported an armed force 
at only ten miles' distance, whose object was the capture 
of the town. Active preparations were made-runners 
were sent to the country and messengers to Pennsylvania 
to ask aid. All night long armed men in response to the 

call pourecl in from the country. The first organized com­
pany that came in was the Cheat Neck company. The next 
was a company from Smithfield, Penn. After them came 
Capt. Hughes Oliphant's cavahy company u'om Fairchance 
Furnace, Penn., a company from Monis X Roads, Penn., 
and Capt. Joseph Snider's company. News came from 
Fairmont that over two thousand troops were on their way 
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from Wheeling to atta:ck the Confederate force at Grafton. 
Word was brought that the Confederates had fled, and that 
the Union force was in hot pursuit, and had captured four 
hundred of them. Before this last word came, an advance 
of the force at Morgantown 'upon Grafton was proposed. 
-The Smithfield comp~ny was requested to remain in Mor­
gantown, as a military guard, which they did. The ad­
vance on Grafton resulted in no fighting, and the force soon 
returned. 

On the 11th of June, Capt. Frank Thompson with 120 
men left for Wheeling to enter the Federal service, followed 
on the 18th of July by Capt. J. Lowrie l\{cGee with sixty 
cavalry. In August, a military camp was established two 
miles north-east of Morgantown. 

Opposing the secession of the State, the people of 
Western Virginia were steadily engaged at the same time 
in agitating the idea of a new State west of the Alleghanies. 
The Morgantown meeting of April 17th had declared that 
in event of secession, upon the part of Virginia, Western 
Virginia would plant herself under the stars and stripes as 
a new State. Three days later, the conference at the Pow­
hatan Hotel at Richmond took action that pointed to th,e 
same end. The Western delegates came home, and n:om 
the stump· helped to arouse the public mind upon the 
wrongs of Western Virginia. Men began boldly to pro­
claim that the only redress lay in separation and a new 
State. On the 22d of April the people of Monongalia 
assembled to reiterate her views of April 17th. At the 
same time, John S. Carlisle and others had assembled 
over twelve hundred people at Clarksbul·g. The meet­

ing passed resolutions declaring that the Secessionists 
were attempting without the consent of the people 
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to take Virginia out of the Union, and that in seIZ­
ing Government property, ,they had inaugurated war. 
The meeting then recommended that the people in each 
county of North-western Virginia appoint at least five dele­
gat~s to meet in convention at Wheeling on the 13th of 
May, "to consult and determined upon such action as the 
people of North-western Virginia should take in the present 
fearful emergency." This meant separate organization of 
the North-west without wa~ting for the result of the elec­
tion ordered on secession. For, they said, Eastern Virginia. 
had 'already seceded. Confederate bayonets at the polls in 
the coming election would enSUI'e but one result in the 
East, and something was to be done before they wo:uld 
appear in the West. A meeting was held at the court­
house in l\:Ionongalia, May 4th, to appoint delegates to this 
convention. James McClaskey was called to the chair and 
Franklin Sinclair, Dr. H. N. Mackey, C. Burgess, John Lem­
ley and Capt. J os. Snider, ~r., were chosen vice presidents, 
and Francis Madel'a, secretary. Waitman T. Willey and a 
large number of others were appointed delegates* by accla­
mation. This convention met at Washington Hall in 
Wheeling, Monday l\:Iay 13th, 18~1. Over four hundred 

• Following is the I1st 01 the delegates appoInted: Joseph Joll1tIe, Alex. L. Wad~ 
Allen Fast, Joseph Shuttlesworth, ltloses Steel, Thomas Tarleton, Abraham Devault, 
John W. Lanham, M. M. Dent, WllUam Lazier, Henry Dering, Dr. H. N. Mackey, Dr. 
Isaac Scott, Dr. Charles McLane, CoL James Evans, W. T. Wllley, W. A. Hanway, d. 
R. Moore, L. W. Runner, Leroy Kramer, EUsha Coombs, John Rogers, F. Madera, 
Samuel Howell, WllUam Shaw, PhIlIp Rogers, Cbarles HO~I, .A. C. PlCkenpaugh, d. 
T. McClaskey, John Bowers, N. C. Vandervort, Will1am Anderson, Jacob Mlller, Edgar 
St. Clair, John N. Baker, James Hare, C. H. Burgess, F. Furman, John Lemley, Joseph 
SnIder, Wll11am Simpson, Amos S. Bowlby, Dr. W. M. Dent, A. S. Courtney, CoL Reuben 
Flnnell, Joel Bowlby, Jesse Mercer, Dr. J. V. Boughner, J. N. Waters, S. G. Morg~ 
C. S. Price, WllUam Fear, BenJ. Thompson, BenJ. Barker, James T. Hess, E. B. Tygart, 
Andrew Brown, Michael Core, John Wlldman, Asa Tennant, WllUam PrIce, Asa. 
Lemley, A. Garrison, E. Morris, Dr. John MCCarl, Wll11am Kinney, P. L. RIce, J. S. 
Lemley, Charles Edwards, Andrew WHey, George PrIce, A. B. Pratt, E. C. BUnker,'&' 
P. Fitch, A. G. DaViS, Alex. Wade, Sr., Dr. D. B. Dorsey,James Lazzell, R. L. Berksb1~ 
W. N. Jarrett, G. R. DerIng, E. B. Swearingen, A. S. Vance, George McNeelY. George D. 
Evans. 
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delegates were present, representing twenty-six Western 
Virginia counties. The Rev. Peter T. Laishley, of Monon­
galia, offered up a prayer;* John W. Moss, of Wood 
County, was electe~ president, and one of the secretaries 
was Marshall M. Dent, of Monongalia. W. T. Willey 
represented the county on the Committee on State and 
Federal Relations. When the Convention came to a plan 
of immediate action it divided into parties: one, called the 
"radical," led by John S. Carlisle, wanted the Convention 
to organize Western Virginia into a new State; the other, 
known as the "conservative," opposed this as unconstitu­
tional. Its leaders were W. T. Willey and F. H. Pierpont. 
The conservatives recommended resistance by the people to 
the illegal acts of the Legislature at Richmond, and that 
to attempt to form a new State at this time in an uncons~i­
tutional manner would bring "anarchy and confusion" on 
Western Virginia. On the evening of the third day the 
Committee on Federal and State Relations brought in a 
report, which both parties accepted. It declared the ordi­
nance of secession null and void; and in event of its car­
rying, recom!llended that the counties represented, and any 
others desiring to do so, appoint delegates on the 4th of 
June to a convention to meet on the 11th. 

After the ordinance of secession had carried, Monongalia, 
on the 4th of June, elected as delegates to the convention 
to be held on June 11th, Leroy Kramer, Joseph Snider, R. 

• Subjoined 18 an extract !rom Mr. Latsbley's prayer: 
"May the Almlghty grant that the stars and stripes ot the nag of our country ever 

wave an over tbts land, !rom the AtlantiC to the Pacl1lc, and !rom Ma1ne to the Gulf ot 
llexlco. 0 may those who would plunge us Into the horrors ot C1vll dlscord be over­
reached by the omnipotent a.rm ot Almtghty God. 0 do ThOu grant, we pray Thee, 
that thls conventlon met here tor the purpose ot consultIng upon tbe best Interests 
of our own beloved Vlrglnta, may act promptly, decisively a.nd harmoniously. :May It 
~With reterence to peace, prinCiples and the universal happiness of our citizens and 
the country at large."

10 
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L. Berkshire, William Price, James Evans and'D: B. Dorsey: 
The Convention met- and organized at Washington Hall, in 
Wheeling. D. B. Dorsey, on the 12th, offered resolutions 
:for the separation of Western Virginia from the State of 
Virginia, but withdrew them at the request of J ohn S~ 
Carlisle. T.he conv~ntion, on the 19th, passed "an ordi­
nance for the reorganization of the State Government." On 
the 20th, the convention, as provided for by the ordinance, 
elected Francis H. Pierpont Governor of the Reorganized 
Government of Virginia. William Lazier was selected as 
one of the Governor's Council, and L. A. Hagans, of 
Preston, Secretary of S£ate. The convention adjourned to 
August 6t~. The Legislature of the Reor~a:nized Govern­
ment met on the 1st day of July, and elect'ed,W. T. Willey 
and John S. Carlisle United States Senators from Virginia, 
the ac<.(eptance of whose credentials, together with those of 
the Congressmen elected, was the official recognition by the 
Government of the United States of the Reorganized Gov­
ernment of Virginia. 

The Confederates, in April,1863, made a raid into North­
western Virginia for the purpose of destroying the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad and securing as many horses as possible. 
They entered ~reston County in two divisions. General 
Jones came by the way of the North-western Turnpike, 
attacked Rowlesburg, and was there repulsed by the 
Federal forces under Major 'John H. Showalter. He.then 
marched. by the way of Independence to the eastern border 
of Monongalia. County. Col.. Harmon, in command· of the 
other division, came by Cranberry and Kingwood, abel re­
joined General Jones before he entered Monongalia. The 
following account of General· Jones's raid is taken from the 
KonitfYr, a paper then published at Morgantown : 
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"On Monday morning, the 27th ult., [April, 1863] several citizens 
of Kingwood' arrived at' our pl~ce, and reported that' the rebels 

were encamped a short distance beyond Kin~ood, apd that they 
numbered ab'out '5,000, as they hlad'cou'nt~d about 500' camp-fues. 

It was court day~ and by 10 o'clock some 500 people were in town. 
As soon as the' news from Kingwood was circulated, Mr. [George 
M.] Hagans, the president, and Mr. [John] Wagn'er, the cashier of 
the M. and M. Bank here, left with the funds of the b'ank. Senator 
Willey and other prominent citizens also left. A meeting was called 
at the court-house, and it was determined to send out scouts on 
different roads to ascertain the number of the rebels, and if there 
were not over 100 of them, it was the detennination of our citizens 
to resist and defend the town. 

"Col. James Evans proposed to be one of ten men to go out and 
reconnoitre, and discover, if possible, how large a force was coming 
so that we might know ,)Vhat course to pursue, as, if the rebel force 
was large, any resistance on our part would be perfect folly, and 
oruy ensure the destruction of the town. After nearly an hoU'l" 
spent by Col. Evans in trying to' get men to volunteer to go with 
him, he got six besides himself, whose names we take pleasure'in 
putting before the people, that they may do them that honor 
which their conduct deserves. They were Col. Evans, J. J. J en­
kins, Kinsey Fife, Evans D. Fogle, John Holland, Peter Hess and 
Sylvanus Pierpont, who mounted and started to reconnoitre the 
Kingwood turnpilte. Holland and Hess were sent up the' Forge 
Road,' and Col. Evans 'and his party continued on the pike, Jen­
kins being sent a short distance ahead of the rest of the party, for 
the purpose of stopping a man who had gone in advance of the 
party. Just as Col. Evans and his party were going up a risin~ 
piece of ground, the rebel cavalry advance came in sight over the 
hill, with Jenkins as a prisoner between them. Jenkins, by raising 
his hat, gave our party a sign by which they knew the character of 
the'company he was in. I t was but the work of a second to "bout 
face,' run, and down the hill they came like a thunder-gust, closely 
pursued by the rebels, who were soon within seventy yards of them; 
but they were about at the bottom of the hill, and on rising ground 
our pa.rty left them'far in the rear. They were pursued,about two 
miles, Fogle and Pierpont leaving Evans and Fife behind, owing 
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to the superior fleetness of their horses. Evans and Fife dismount­
ed and led their horses into the brush on the road-side, and watched 
the advance pass them, and then entered the woods and took to the 
river, which they crossed some distance above Morgantown. 

" During the chase after this party, Jenkins escaped, took to the 
woods, and succeeded in gaining town before the cavalry, as did, 
also, Fogle and Pierpont, and reported that they had been chased 
by the rebels, who were numberless, and that they (the rebels) 
were at the farm of G. W. Dorsey. only two miles from town. The 
citizens nearly all commenced leaving; those who had horses. on 
the roads, and those on foot fled to the hills. 

"About 1 o'clock two rebels came to town, with a flag of truce, 
and were informed that the town was surrendered to them. They 
returned to their main force, and in about palf an hour, some 
eighty of their men came to town. Some of our citizens upon 
finding out that there were only eighty of them, were very indig­
nant that we had not resisted, but it was not long before their in­
dignation was changed to submission to superior numbers when 
about 600 rebels occupied the town. This force consisted of a. 
Maryland battalion under command of Major Brown, and a Vir­
ginia regiment under command of General Harmon.. They called 
at the different houses and taverns for something to eat. Some 
were engaged in squads scouring the country for horses-others 
were trying to get into the stores, which were all ·closed. Some of 
them got in and purchased some few goods; others forced their 
way into Capt. William Lazier's, Charles Watts' and Frank 
Demain's stores. They took many things at Demain's and Lazier's 
which they did not need, but gave and sold them to citizens. They 
got all the boots and men's shoes froW:all the stores; and all the 

\ hats. Our citizens, especially the ladies. talked freely with them, 
and gave them to eat with as good a grace as possible. Shortly 
before night the whole force left on the Independence Road. This 
force had crossed the Railroad about Oakland (Md.), and came via 
Cranberry Summit and Kingwood, destroying the wire suspension 
bridge across Cheat River. It was evidently their intention to get 
to Morgantown, capture the funds in the bank, put their pickets 
around the town, permit all the persons coming to court to pass 
within their lines, and none to go out, and thereby capture anum­
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ber of horses; but they were tolled in this. and Col. Harmon was 
evidently very much incensed at his ill success, and was disposed to 
be rather crabbed. They were successful in getting sixty or seventy 
horses. This force bivouaced along the Independence Road, 
distant seven to ten miles trom town. 

"Towards morning they started in the direction of Independence, 
and met the command of William Ezra Jones, Brig.-General, (said 
to be a son of William Jones of Marion County in the neighborhood 
of Basnettsville, and who emigrated South several years ago,) and 
all then returned in.the direction of Morgantown. At Morgantown 
many of the citizens had returned, and several people from the 
country had come into town, and were standing around the streets 
in small crowds discussing the events of the day previous, until 
about 10 o'clock, when about sixty reb~l cavalry came into the two 
main streets of the town on a. charge at their highest speed, yelling 
like devils, with their cocked pistols in their hands, and com­

"menced gathepng the horses. The most of the people got off the 
streets in a. hurry, supposing that the rebels were intending to 
shoot, burn, conscript, etc. In a few minutes it was discovered 
that they were after horses. They canvassed every street, searched 
every stable, and at the sound of the bugle, assembled in front 
of the bank, and left town within fifteen minutes after they had 
come in, with about thirty-five or forty horses. Soon after, the 
whole force commenced coming in. They occupied the town and 
surrounding country during the day, and they conducted them­
selves very much as on the day previous, only on a more extended 
8cale. The General put guards over the drug stores and bars, 
which were kept there as long as he remained in town. Toward 
evtming he left, and some 200 who stayed behind succeeded in 
getting whiskey, and some of them got quite merry. One soldier, 
about half seas over, (a private in a Jefferson County company by 
the name of Bushrod Washington and a son of Lewis ,Washington, 
one of the witnesses against John Brown,) apologized to the ladies 
for drinking so much, by stating that the whiskey"that they got 
here was so much better than they got in the oonfederacy, that 
they could not restrain themselves. Upon being interroga.ted as 
to the age of their 'Whiskey down Sou~h, he replied, ~ A week old, 
all to six days.' 
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"When the cha~ge ,was m~~e into town for horses, in the mo~n­
~g, several persons who were trying to escape with their horses 
were fired at, but none injured so far as we can learn. As they 
(the rebels) came to town they were fired at, so the rebels allege, by 
some citiz~ns, Lloyd Beall, ~ndrew Castle, and Albert Roby, about 
seven m~les from town, and they shot them, killing the two first 
dead, and wounding the other, who feigned death, and is now 
recovering. Lloyd Beall stood up like a brave man, as he was, 
after he was shot through the body, and did not fall until he was 
pierced with four balls. 

"On Tuesday evening the rebels all left in the direction of Fair­
mont on the west side of the river, and ~e have seen none of them 
since, except two prisoners. The whole force was commanded by 
J ones and numbered about 2,000 men in all. 

" On Monday the farm-house of Capt. Lazier, one mile from town, 
occupied by Alpheus Sheets, a very worthy man, whose family was 
absent from home, was burned by the rebels. They also set fire to 
the suspension' bridge on that day, but were prevailed upon to 
put out the fire. The losses here were, say, 200 horses in the 
country; Charles Watts, $500, boots, etc.; Fitch & Scott, $300, 
drugs; Carr, Hanway, Nye & Co., $1000, drugs; J. S. Hickman, 
$500, hats; F. Demain, $400, groceries; H. D. Murphy, $100, goods; 
D. H. Chadwick, $100, goods; 'Villiarn Lazier, $1000, goods; G. M. 
Hagans, $500, goods. Although the ·bearer of the flag of truce 
informed our citizens that private property would be respected, 
yet a large amount of property was destroyed, some sold to 
unprincipled persons, and more taken away." 

The Confederates during this raid sent a small body of 
troops by Stewarttown to the Sine Ford on Cheat, to ob­
serve if any Federal forces were advancing from Pennsyl­
vania; and a small force was sent to Ice's Ferry for the 
same purpose. 

Maj. John H. Showalter, after repulsing the Confedera~ 
attack on his forces at Rowlesburg on Sunday, April 26, 
received reinforcements in the form of a volunteer company 
from Wheeling with four mountain howitzers. His scouts 
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now reported that the Confederates were destroying the 

I'ailway east and west of him (which was false). Having 

no provisions, he called a council, and determined to retreat. 

His force, 450 strong, marched to Kingwood, an4 then to 

Zinn's Mill, where, he states, he sent three men to the rail­

way near Independence to telegraph for orders, which they 

did, and received and brought back to him a dispatch 
ordering him to march to Wheeling, which was now threat­

ened, in the shortest possible time; that he concluded he 

could march to Uniontown, Penn., by way of Morgantown, 

and go by rail to Pittsburgh, and thence by water to 1Vheel­

ing, sooner than he could march across the country to 

Wheeling. On the morning of the 29th, l\Iajor Showalter 

broke camp and marched for l\forgantown, which he reached 

that night. The next day at 4: 30 P. l\I., he put his force in 

motion for Uniontown, and by a night march reached Smith.:. 

~eld, Penn., a distance of sixteen miles, where the citizens 

furnished his men with breakfast. He then marched to 

Uniontown, took the cars, and arrived at Pittsburgh, ancl 

thence by water proceeded to Wheeling. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA. 
1863-1883. 

Erection of West Virginia-Meetings held in Monongalia-Estab­
lishment of the Townships-Monongalia's Centennial Celebra­
tion-Biographical Sketch of Waitman T. Willey. 

THE storm of battle had burst upon Virginia, and she was 
rent in twain. "The men from the sea-shore"; from 
the south district, from "the beautiful and historic 
Valley," afterward "upon whose hoof-beaten bosom red 
battle so deeply stamped his foot and made it famous 
forever"-these all gathered beneath the Stars and 
Bars, pledging life and fortune for Southern Inde:­

pendence. But westward from the crest of the 
Alleghanies, the sons of Virginia rallied un­
der the Stars and Stripes, and from the frowning 

~~~~ mountains to the bright waters of "the beautiful 
ARlIS OF WEST 

VIRGINIA. river," rang the war-cry of the Union and passed 
the watchword-A NEW STATE. 

Dating her existence from the 20th of June, 1863, West 
Virginia became the thirty-fifth State of the Union, and so 
it ~as that, while the destinies of the nation trembled in 
the balances of battle-while the clouds hung heavily over 
the Union-before Vicksburg fell, and before the decisive 
'battle of Gettysburg was fought-another star was added 

I 

to the clustered constellation upon the banner of the grand­
est Republic known in all human history. The idea of a 
new State west of the Alleghanies was not created by thE:l 
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secession of Eastern Virginia. That event gave it life­
developed it and brought it out as a remedy for the hard 
position in which the people of the trans-Alleghany section 
found themselves when deserted by the eastern part of the 
State. There were several causes of the growth of the 
desire of these people for a new State. There was little 
commercial or other intercourse between the two sections: 
the Alleghany mountains were an almost impassible bahier 
between Eastern and Western Virginia. The people were 
different in their modes of life, in their principles, and in 
their ideas. The East was aristocratic; the West was dem­
ocratic: the East was slaveholding; the West was non­
slaveholding. Inequality in the system of taxation, and 
discrimination against the West in appropriations for works 
of internal improvement, wer~ other causes of dissatisfac­
tion. In the matters of representation in the Legislature 
and restrictions upon the right o~ suffrage, Virginia hfld 
departed far from the principles laid down in her Bill of 
Rights. Jefferson, a,s far back as 1816, had animadverted 
upon the failure' of the Commonwealth to adhere to her 
declarations of fundamental principles. These questions 
of representation and suffrage were fought over in the 
convention of 1829, when the cause of the West was so ably 
championed by Philip Doddridge. Some concessions to 
the demands of the West were to be found in the Constitu­
tion framed by that remarkable body of distinguished men; 
but, as these demands, based as they- were upon right and 
justice, were not fully recognized, the agitation went on. 
The Legislature, March 4, 1850, passed an act submitting 
to the people the question, "Shall there be a convention to 
amend the Constitution of this Commonwealth?" Th~ vote 
of the people was in the affirmative, and the convention 
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assembled/on the 14th of October, 1850. The Constitution 
was adopted on August 1, 1850, and r~tified i,n the following 
October. 

Durjng 1850, the Monongalia .MiN'O';' said: "We ask for 
the right of representation for freemen, instead of being 
made 'hewers of wood and drawers of water' to those 
whose chattels are deemed of equal value with ourselves." 

A meeting was held at the _court-house in Morgantown, 
and a committee composed of Guy R. C. Allen, the Hon. 
Edgar C. Wilson, W. T. Willey, William:Price, John Watts, 
Rawley Holland, Caleb Tanzy, N. Pickenpaugh, the Rev. S. 
Siegfried, Martin Calendine and Egan B. Tyg~rt reported 
resolutions ,declaring that the ." White Basis" is the only 
proper basis eJf representation in convention or state legis­
lature, and that the calling of a convention on the ,eye of a. 
census (1850) was forestalling and. taking advantage of the 
West, as the census would develop the numerical strength 
and resources of that section. William Thomas was presi­
dent and Col. James Evans vice president of this anti-con­
vention meeting, and H. E. Smith was the secretary. The 
call for the convention was defeated in Monongalia County. 

In November, 1860, a memorial of 348 citizens of Monon­
galia was sent to the convention, asking for the "White 
Basis," and the election of officers by the people. 

The amended Constitution had twenty-seven votes only 
cast against it in the county. The basis of representation 
provided for by it was denominated the "Mixed Basis," 
being based on the number of white inhabitants of the 
State and the amount of all State taxes paid: one dele­
gate and one senator for every seventy-sixth part of said 
inhabitants, and one delegate and one senator for every 
seventy-sixth part of said taxes. This apportionment on 
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the c'mixed -basis," was, "by a provision, not to ,be subject 
to amendment until 1865. It gave the eastern part of 
the State a majority of -representatives,- .owing to its 
gre-at wealth, principally in slaves, and to which its num­
bers in population would not have entitled it. The landed 
qualification of vbters was abolished, and -all property 
was to be taxed according to its value, except slaves over 
twelve years of age, who were to be assessed at $300 each. 
County officers were now to be elected by the people, 
instead of being appointed, as heretofore. 

All this was a step in advance; the West had extorted 
further concessions from the East, but yet she had' gotten 
neither equal representation nor just taxation. These and 
other sources of strife had been left unhealed by the 
amended Constitution; and so the new State idea lived. 

The Wheeling Convention l'e-convened--on the 6th of 
August, 1861, and on the 20th passed an ordinance for the 
formation of a new State, to be called Kanawha, which 
ordinance was submitted to the people in October. At 
the same election delegates were to be chosen, who, if 
the ordinance were ratified, were to form a convention to 
frame a Constitution for the new State. The ordinance 
was ratified, the convention assembled November 26, 
1861, and concluded its f labor on the 18th of the follow­
ing February, and the Constitution framed was submitted 
to the people on the 3d of April, 1862, and ratified. 'on 
May 13th, the Legislature of lhe Reorganized Government 
of Virginia passed an act giving its consent to the formation 
of the State of West Virginia, the name West Virginia hav­
ing been substituted by the constitutional convention for 

.the proposed name of Kanawha. 
The consept of Congress to the admission of the State 
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into the Union W8S next sought. The petition, for the 
admission was presented in the Unite,d States Senate by 
Senator Willey on the 29th of May, 1862. Mter a long 
struggle, the amended bill offered by Mr. Willey ~n th~st 
of July, 1862, was passed. It provided that the new State 
should be admitted in the event of a certain change being 
made in the constitution. The constitutional convention, 
which, fortunately, had not adjourned, but merely taken a 
recess, re-assembled February 12, 1863, made the ohange, 
submitted it to the people, the people ratified it, and 
President Lincoln, by proclamation of April 19, 1863, 
declared the fact, and West Virginia became a. State of 
the United States., The State officers elected on the 28th 
of May were inducted into office on the 20th of June, 
186S-the day from which the existence of the State is 
reckoned. 

The Legislature, on the 31st of July, 1863; appointed 
William Price, Reuben Finnell, James T. McClasky, Thomas 
Tarleton, Philemon L. Rice, Jesse Mercer and , Jesse J. 
Fitch commissioners to divide Monongalia County into 
townships, and designate them by names. Philemon L. 
Rice and Jesse J. Fitch did not serve, and Michael White 
and Harvey Staggers were appointed in their place. These 
commissioners marked off the :first township, and ran its 
lines with but little variation from the existing lines enclos­
ing the old First MagisterialeDistrict, and named it Clinton. 
They then laid off the remainder of the county:;in like 
manner, making each magisterial district a township with 
but little alteration of its enclosing linea. The Second 
District became the second township, by the name of Mor .. 
gan j the Third District, the third township, which was 
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named Uilion; the Fourth District became Cass Township; 
the Fifth District became Grant Township j the Sixth Dis­
trict~ Clay Township, and the Seventh District became Bat­
telle Township .. 

During the remainder of 1863 nothing of unusual interest 
occurred within the county beyond several false alarms* of 
Confederate invasions. 

In August, 1864, the militia were called out and went 
into camp for four days on the Runner farm, four or five 
miles from Morgantown, in apprehension of a Confederate 
raid. In November, some one entered the court-house one 
night,' and tore up and otherwise injured the public records. 

Early in the month of June, 1876, steps were taken to 
appropriately celebrate on the Fourth of July the county's 
as well as the Nation's centennial anniversary. A meeting 
was called, which assembled at the court-house, to make 
arrangements for the celebration. Of this meeting the 
B;on. W. T. Willey was elected cha~man and Henry N. 
Morgan secretary. Addresses were made by Mr. Willey, 
the Hon. J. Marshall Hagans and the Rev. J. R. Thompson. 
Resolutions, offered by George C. Sturgiss, declaring the 
propriety of a celebration on the Fourth of July of the 
County and nation's hundredth anniversary, and providing 
for the appointment. of a general committee of arrange­
ments, were adopted unanimously. Joseph .Moreland, 
Thomas P. Reay, George C. Sturgiss, A. W. Lorentz, Wm. 
C. McGrew, Jesse J. Fitch, Ed. Shisler, George Hall and 
J. P. Shafer were appointed such committee, which organ­
ized by electing Mr. Moreland cha.irman and Mr. Reay 

• The people were trlghtened several tunes by reported raids. whIch the Post enu­
merated,1D. 1864, as the"Dusenberry." the "Weaver," the "Grannr" and the "Cart­
lrJ1ght" ra1c1& 
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secretary. Sub-committees were appointed in each district 
by this committee. Col. Joseph Snider was chosen mar­
shal of the day, with Capt. George W. McVicker assistant. 

"No event," said The New .J)ominion, "that has trans­
pired in our town for time immetnorial was so generally 
observed as the Centennial Celebration here on the 4th. 
Early in the morning immense crowds poured into town 
from every direction~ in every conceivable means of convey­
ance. The rich and the poor, th~ high and the low, in car­
riages, wagons, on horse-back and on foot, without regard 
to past or present, political or religious distinction, they 
assembled for a day of genuine pleasure, enjoyment and 
hearty patriotic demonstration. . . . The reverence which 
we feel for our noble fathers, who so earnestly labored to 
give us pure and independent government, was brilliantly 
manifested.... Though after the exercises had been con­
cluded, a' heavy rain commenced to fall, which made, it 
extremely unpleasant for all those going ho,me that evening, 
still they did the best they could to protect themselves; and 
departed for their homes with a feeling of serene satisfac­
tion and supreme contentment over the mannel' in which 
the day had been passed, and with renewed zeal for the 
perpetual and enduring prosperity of our country and 
Union." 

From the description of the day published in Tlte Mor­
gantown lVeekly Post we extract: "The celebration in 
Monongalia County, West Virginia, on Tuesday, July 4th, 
1876, of the one hundredth anniversary of American Inde:. 
pend'ence and the one hundredth anniversary of the organi­
zation of Monongalia CountY, will long' be remembered by 
our 'children after thEr present generation has' passed away. 
• . . At 3: 30' Of~lock Tuesd~y morning, the signal: was 



given for a,1 general ringiilg' (jf bells. The clear notes of' the 
old bell in the cupola of the court-house, immediately under­
the statue of Patrick Henry, one of Virginia's patriotic sons, 
rang out' on the still air of that balmy July morning witH 
music sweet to the American heart. Then followed tlie pon­
derous strokes of the sledge-hammer upon the big bell at the 
University, and the ringing of the old'Monongalia Academy 
bell, and all the church bells in town." Describing the 
procession, the same paper says: "The attractive feature 
at the head of the procession was a splendid representation 
of 'Brother Jonathan;' personated by John Guseman. 
John was on horseback, decked out in the stars and stripes. 
His horse was covered with '3, blanket of stars and stripes, 
and he wore a suit of the same. The short breeches, 
strapped to the bottoms of his boots, the gaunt figure, the 
hatchet-faced visage, the -keen Yankee contour' in every 
respect, was a real ' Uncle Sam' in costume and figure. . . 
The day indeed was a gl~rious one, in which we will all recur 
in the future with patriotic pride and joyful recollections." 

The ringing of the bells brought almost the whole town 
on the streets, 'and at sunrise '3. Federal salute was fired at 
the University. People' were now coming in from the 
country in all directions. Two bands were present from 
Fayette County, Penn.: a martial 'band, whose members 
'Were Henry, Jqhn and Ulysses Scott and Philip and Ad. 
Lyons; a brass band from Morris X Roads, composed 
of Thomas F. Protzman (leader), Martin Hope, Ira Conn, 
Paton B. Protzman, George Hertzog, Hugh Scott, Amody 
Gans, Samuel Conn, James Frankenberry, "Abe" B. Hall, 
Jr., and A. Jackson -Hirdman. The Monongalia martial 
band' 'Was "headed by Silas Sinclair, fifer, and' the- irre:.. 
pressible Riley Walker on the tenor dram." 
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The procession wa.s headed by the artillery under com­
mand of Col. Frank W. Thompson; next, the martial bands; 
then citizens, followed by Indians-boys decked out in full 
Indian costume; then the brass band, after which came the 
colored people closing the' procession. After marching 
through the streets, the long line marched to the fair ground, 
where a national salute of thirty-eight ~s was fired. 
Here, after music by the band and prayer by the Rev. Dr. 
Jimeson, the choir* sang "1876," a patriotic ode. J. S. 
Boyers read the Declaration of Independence; and the 
"Star Spangled Banner," solo, duet and chorus, waS sung 
by T. P. Reay and J. M. Lazier, and the chorus by all the 
people. John J. Brown now delivered the Historical Ora­
tion (local), followed by Carl Reden's "Centennial Hymn" 
by the choir, and music by the band. The Historical 
Oration (general) was delivered by the Hon. W. T. Willey; 
music by the band, and recess for dinner. During the 
recess a centennial salute of one hundi-ed guns was fired. 
After dinner, the colored citizens had an hour in the rendi­
tion of a programme of their own making. At 2 o'clock, 
after music by the band, the Rev. J. R. Thompson delivered 
an oration; music by the choir, and "Old Hundred" by 
all the people, led by Dr. J. M. Lazier. The benediction 
was now pronounced, a.nd the vast concourse of people was 
dismissed about 4 o'clock. A heavy rain-storm set in 
before all of them reached the town. In the evening a. 
balloon ascension, fire works from the suspension bridge, 
and a. pyrotechnic display at Robert L. Demain's on the 

• The cholr was composed or the Fletcher Class-J. A. Jones (leader), AmY, Allee, 
Drusilla, Elza, Clark and Lindsay Warman, lsaphlne and F1lena Hunter, Laverna. 
Stewart and :Morgan Hertzog; and the GranvIDe Class-Z. Taylor Martin (leader), 
J. W., L. and :Martha A. Bixler, TheodOCia, Fannle and E. V. FInnell, :Mtnnie and 
:Martha Martin, George and Wnllam Lewellln, Lulnle and E1l1son St. Clair, Kate From, 
Josle corothers, Clavtn Roby and R. P. Hess. 
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hill south of .town, closed the exercises of the Centennial 
Fourth at Morgantown. It was "one of the largest popular 
demonstrations ever witnessed in the county, participatecl 
in by nearly three thousand people, and not marred by the 

arrest of a single person by the police." Mr. John J. 
Brown's historical oration was a masterly effort-the best 
centennial address the writer has yet seen. He opened by 
saying: 

"The voiceless tomb holds in eternal silence the unrecorded 
'thoughts that breathed and words that burned' a hundred years 
ago. The patriots who then rallied around the unfurled standard 
of freedom, erected by their invincible courage, burning zeal, and 
patient and prolonged sufferings, this grand temple of liberty, 
under whose shadow we this day gather. More than forty millions 
of freemen are met to-day at the shrine of patriotism to worship, 
and to learn from tradition, from history, from eloquence, from 
poetry and song, the events of other years; and to renew at a 
common altar their pledges of fidelity to their country, and to be 
baptized with the spirit of a hundred years ago. Those brave men 
who would have gathered around 'Vashington in the mountains of 
'Vest Augusta, had the cause of their country gone down amid the 
shock of battle o~ the eastern slopes of the Alleghanies, are now 
forever speechless and silent. 

"The recorded events of the distant past alone remain to us. 
And, as the years go by, even these are yielding to those seen and 
unseen agencies, before whose. power the solid brass and the 
enduring marble perish. Other generations will live when the 
record of those I address to-day h.as been made up, and they in 

turn make room for others. 

, So the multitude goes, llke the flowers or the weed 

Thnt withers away to let others succeed. ' 

So the multitude comes, even those we behold, 

To repeat every tale that has otten been told.' 


As distance lends enchantment to the view, so time softens the 
asperities and hallows the memories of the past. History written 
amidst passing events is fraught with the angular harshness, the 

11 
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prejudices and excitements of the hour. As the azure hue covers 
and hides from our vision the huge rocks and deep ravmes on the 
mou~tain-side, so may the Tecord of this day conceal beneath the 
mantle of charity the imperfections of all, and breathe naught but 
the spirit of kindness. 

" I "ask your attention and patience, fellow-citizens of Mononga­
lia, while we go back and attempt to gather some of the wrecks on 
the shores of ti~ne, ere the outgoing tide shall wash them away for­
ever." 

Mr. Brown then spoke, in eloquent and glowing terms, 
of the early settlements, sketched the formation and extent 
of the county, told of its soldiers in the past wars, its courts 
of law, its county-seat, its newspapers, banks and post­
offices, its honored sons and daughters at home and abroad, 
its educational institutions and influences, and, in the con­
clusion of his brilliant per~ration, said: 

"Who will say, standing this day beneath his country's flag, and 
witnessing the universal joy of a free and happy people, that the 
wars, the tears, and the blood of a century have been a costly sac­
rifice? 'Vho will say that if it has taken a hundred years to give 
practical interpretation to the great charter of American freedom, 
and to present every citizen in this year of jubilee before High 
Heaven, redeemed, disenthralled and regenerated by the spirit of 
universal liberty, that the cry will not ere long be heard from the 
tops of the mountains-Watchman, what of the night? And in 
ten thousand answering voices echoing around a ransomed world 
the welcome response will be-The morning cometh 1 to usher in 
the meridian splendor of the Son of Righteousness, to whom not 
only all the honors of all the centennial years of earth and time, 
but the, excellent glory of the eternal ages belong." 

Monongalia County was well represented at the Centen­
nial Exposition in Philadelphia, no less than three hundred 
and five of her inhabitants visiting that mammoth exhibit 
of arts and industries. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH.-WAITMAN T. WILLEY.* 
It is apparent to the student of History that no record 

of the life of a people is complet~ that does not relate the 

story of those individual members of the communities, 

who, by their virtues or vices, their genius or talents, their 

natural endowments or acquirements, their achievements 

or their adventitious surroundings, make them important 
factors for weal or woe on the theater of life's actions. 

Such is the compl~x system of human operations that a 

species of mastery is engendered by the very elements of 

which it is composed, in those whom native genius and for­

tuitous circumstances bring to the aid of the infirmities as 

well as the strength of the aggregate mass. Therefore, they 

who rise to prominence either by the force of intellect or 

the exercise of private virtues, become a part ftnd parcel of 

the body of the nation or people, and whilst they exercise 

an influence for good or evil, a faithful chronicle of their 

lives is an index to the spilit of the age in which they live, 

and they are in no small degree representatives of its chief 

characteristics. Hence, a faithful portrayal of their career 

involves the annals of surrounding events, connected with 

their advent into the world and their bearing whilst on the 

stage of action. Such explanation is deemed necessary for 

much that may appear in the following pages sketching the 

life and character of the distinguished citizen of Monongalia 

County whose name appears above. 

The settlers who founded the communities embraced in 
that portion of West Virginia, which earlier in the century 

was designated as North-western Virginia, were for the 

most part a hardy race of pioneers who were chiefly 

• Written by tbe Hon. J. :Mal'Sball Hagans, ~or tblS work. 
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engaged, in the localities from which they came, in agricul­
tural pursuits. The fertility of the soil, the boundless 
realms of wooded waste which only awaited the coming of 
the advancing tide of honest·toil to develop fair fields and 
lovely landscapes, were attractive to the eye of the adven­
turous sovereigns whose limbs had but just donn~d the 
mantle of freedom in the struggle with the mother country. 
The emigration came from New Jersey in colonies and fam­
ilies. A few New England people in search of a softer 
climate found their way to its hospitable borders. The 
eastern Pennsylvanian in search of thrift looked with 
admiration on future comforts. Many also came from 
Maryland and contributed their share to the labor of found­
ing in toil the abodes of peace, and happiness. From the 
eastern portion of Virginia there came a large number who 
brought their slaves, and settled in the valleys where con­
tentment and ease promised to spring from the efforts of 
labor. Others came from the shores of the gallant little 
colony which had borne on her bosom so much of the 
struggle in the Revolutionary conflict,. and where the 
Brandywine had been reddened with the blood of relatives 
and neighbors. Among the latter was the father of the sub­
ject of this sketch, William-'Villey, who was born in Sussex 
County, Delaware, in 1767. Although a mere child during 
the greater part of the war of the colonies, he retained a 
vivid recollection of many of the incidents connected 
therewith in his own locality, and loved to recount them in 
after years to the willing ears of the rising generation. 
He heard at a short distance away the guns at the disas­
trous battle of Brandywine and witnessed some of the 
demoralization following that untoward event. He was the 
son of William Willey whose ancestry came from Great 
Britain. In the year 1782 or 1783, the grandfather re­
moved to ~Ionongalia County, Virginia, locating Ilear 
Collins's Ferry, then called n-Iartin's Ferry, on what has 
since been known as the Burris farm, now owned by D. I. 
B. Anderson, Esq. A few years thereafter he purchasetl 
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and removed to the farm near Cassville now owned and 
occupied by John T. Fleming, Esq., where he died a feVl 
years later. 

In 1802, William Willey, the younger, purchased and 
settled on a tract of land adjoining the present site of 
Farmington, in the now county of Marion, on Buffalo Creek. 
Here the Hon. Waitman T. Willey was born on the 18th 
day of October, 1811, in a log cabin not twenty feet square. 
His mother was the second wife of his father, and her 
maiden name was Sarah Barnes, daughter of Thomas 
Barnes, who had removed from Frederick County, Md., in 
1779 or 1780, where his daughter was born. The ancestry 
of Thomas Barnes were from England, whilst his wife was 
of Irish descent. He settled at the mouth of Buffalo Creek, 
then in }Ionongalia, now in Marion County. 

The scenes ~hich surrounded the childhood of Mr. Willey 
were far different from those which greet the eyes of the 
youth in the same locality at the present day. Then it was 
an exceptionally isolated community. The few scattered 
settlers along the stream from thence to its head were 
thirty miles or more from the county-seat. They were situ­
ated on no great thoroughfare which marked the tide of 
emigration to the great West. A few log cabins with the 
curling blue smoke, in the midst of a small l( deadening," 
were all that denoted that the restless spirit of the Anglo­
American courage had attacked the vast primeval solitudes 
of the upper waters tributary to the Monongah·ela. The 
tastes and habits of the population were simple, their dress 
plain and their manners unaffected. The chief character­
istic that distinguished them in their primitive, rustic life. 
was a cheery hospitality that was unbounded in its wel­
come. This feature was exhibited in their genial intercourse 
with each other, and manifested itself by frequ~nt assem­
blages at their respective homes, where feats of generous 
rivalry in physic.al prowess were enlivened and interspersed 
with simple abundance and good cheer. The educational 
facilities of such a stag~ in the progress of a people, at tha 

http:physic.al
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day, were not great. In this section the grand truth that 
the stability of the Republic depended on the intelligence 
of the suffragans had not been popularly "brought forward. 
Nor had it been necessary. The men who had wrested the 
principle of Republican government from the domination 
of the old-world methods of ruling, were still on the stag~, 
And jealously guarded in infancy what their valor had won. 
It is not until the memories of the participants in a struggle 
for huma!lliberty fade from men's minds, or its echoes have 
died away or been lost in the surging ocean of human pride, 
ambition or revenge, that it becomes n~cessary to hedge it 
about with all the barriers that knowledge can oppose to 
ignorance allied to malevolence. The few log school-houses 
which stood as lone sentinels of knowledge in the midst of 
such rugged frontier patriotism, were sufficient to supply all 
the needs of men epgaged in a hand-to-hand contest with 
the forces of nature. ' 

It is not surprising, therefore, that young Willey received 
but about nine months' schooling before he attained the 
age of twelve years; snatched, as it were, from the intervals 
of hard labor to which all were devoted as soon as they 
were physically competent. In the year 1823, his father 
removed to a farm purchased by him on the Monongahela 
River, at the mO':lth of Pawpaw Creek, and across the creek 
from the site of the present village of Rivesville. This was 
quite a change for him. He soon felt the impulse of 
~chievement, which seems to pervade the minds and hearts 
of all dwellers by the side of deep flowing streams. He 
never wearied of sitting on the banks of the river and 
listening to the monotone of its steadily moving currents. 
Still hard toil as a farm boy was his duty, and, as in every 
relation of life in subsequent years, he discharged it to the 
full measure. Until he attained the age of seventeen 
years, he labored assiduously on the farm, developing a 
magnificent physique, capable of immense endurance, and 
which was the foundation on which he builded largely iIi 
future years; his stature then being- six feet and two inches, 
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and his weight two hundred pounds. The" only interruption 
that occurred' during these five years to his daily toil, was 
his ttttendance for two months on what was then called a 
grammar-school, taught by a strolling teacher from Phila­
delphia. In this school he caught a glimpse of the temple 
of knowledge, and resolved/to enter its ·portals. 

Among the household treasures that found a place in the 
boyhood home of Mr. Willey, and which were yellow with 
age, were a time-worn copy each of the Illiad (Pope's 
translation) and the Essay on Man. These, with -an oft­
perused volume of Pilgrim's Progress, Pike's Arithmetic 
and the Bible, comprised the whole of the library to which 
he had access until he left home to enter upon his collegiate 
course. The former of these works he was most diligent in 
reading and re-reading, although he early formed the habit 
of reading the Bible, and has constantly practiced it all his 
life, until long passages were at his command from memory 
alone. The more he read the more his wonder grew, and 
the sublime conceptions of the father of epic story, all of 
which he regarded as a verity, filled his imagination with a 
glowing fervor of mental exaltation. New thoughts rose to 
stir within him new desires. He longed to join in the 
scepes of the great world around him, and for himself to 
observe in the great surging multitude which he knew lay 
beyond the horizon of his rural life, the actions of men, and 
to participate in the grand conflict where each for himself 
hews out the pathway to honor. These feelings oppressed 
him until he besought his father for the means of obtaining 
an education., and was at length gratified by his reluctant 
consent. 

Madison College, subsequently merged in Allegheny Col­
lege, located at Uniontown, Penn., being the nearest to his 
home, was selected as tlle place where he should essay the 
arduous tasks of the student. On Christmas day, 1827, at 
sevent~en years of age, he left his father's house for college. 
His appearance at that time was characteristic of his times 
and surroundings. He was over six feet high and weighed 
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two hunclred pounds; he wore the native home-spun jeans 
of the butternut hue; his entire earthly effects were carefully 
wrapped up in a bandanna handkerchief which he carried 
in his hand, as, with a light heart and an unconquerable 
courage, he walked the whole of the distance, forty miles, 
in one day-a feat he performed at each vacation during 
his college course. 

His advent into the ranks of the students was signalized 
by general diversion at his uncouth appearance and man­
ners. He cared little, however, for all this; his was a deep 
purpose. Silently he kept in his unobtrusive way, feeling con­
scious that his was at last tv be the hour of triumph. It was 
soon apparent to those to whom he recited, that here was 
a gem in the rough, and his rapid advance enfo;ceel the 
respect of his early detractors. Under the elate of Decem­
ber 22, 1829, but two short years after l~e entered upon the 
course, Professor Fielding of the Faculty wrote to his 
father: "Your son Waitman has now been under our care 
about two years. .... It affords me similar pleasure 
to be able to give a good character of 1Vaitman. His 
natural capacity and talent are of a high order; his love of 
learning is intense, and of course his habits of study have 
been assiduons. His gentlemanly deportment and his 
amiable disposition have secured him the esteem and affec­
tion of all who know him. He understands English well; 
he "Tites in his native tongue with purity and ~special 
elegance. He has laid a good:foundation in mathematical 
science, and has already read, and carefully read, a larger 
portion of Latin and Greek than is usually read in this 
country. From his capacity and diligence he may be ex­
pected to graduate much sooner than the prescribed 
periocl." By clint of great exertions he outstripped all his 
competitors, though much below them at the outset, and 
finished the course six months before the allotted time, or 
the rest of his class. The last year he taught -the junior 
class the conrse of Latin and Greek. Among the latter was 
William Hunter, who subsequently became the profound 
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Hebrew I scholar and professor, and between whom there 
always existed the warmest ties of friendship. In June, 
1831, he graduated, bearing away every honor~of his, class. 
It was indeed a triumph. 

On his nineteenth birthday he began keeping a journal. 
His first entry is brief but striking: "Oct. 18, 1830.-Nine­
teen years old this day. Temp'ttS Fllgit.~ After he had 
passed his examination prior to graduation, he writes: "The' 
fiery ordeal is past. The examination is over and mine are 
the first honors." The trustees declared that "Waitman T. 
Willey ... is well entitled to that honor." , A month later 
the pride of victory had subsided from the purple flush of 
early dawn into the beam of constant and gen~rous benig­
nity, when he writes under date of July 30, 18~1: "The old 
college looks desolate ... I love these old walls ... I could 
almost shed tears on departing from these old bricks. If 
the boys were here now, I could love them all." How con­
sonant with the views and actions of a long and varied life! 
Madison College having consolidated with Allegheny Col­
lege, the degree of A. J\tI. was conferred by the latter in due 
course. Some years later, the honorary degree of M. A. 
was conferred by Augusta College. Some time after his 
election to the United States Senate, the authorities of 
Allegheny College voted him the degree of LL. D., but, 
with characteristic modesty, not deeming himself entitled 
to so distinguished an honor, he let the matter fail of con­
summation sub silentio. 

From his graduation until May, 1832, ~~r. Willey remained 
at home, engaged in labor on the farm and reading at every 
leisure hour. At the latter period he entered the law office 
of the Hon. Philip Doddridge, at Wellsburg, Brooke County. 
Under his direction he read law' until November of that 
year, when his preceptor died at Washington. Mr. Willey 
always retained for the talents of Mr. Doddndge the most 
profound admiration, and it was a matter of pleasure for him 
to prepare, and deliver before the Historical Society of West 
Virginia, at its annual meeting in 1875, an address which 
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comprises a sketch of pis life. He completed his law studies 
in the office of Dr. John C. Campbell, of Wellsburg. On 
the 24th of June, 1833, he located in Morgantown; and was 
admitted to the bar in September of that year, forming a 
partnership with the Hon. E. C. Wilson/which lasted two 
years, when he opened an office of his own. That he meant 
to be serious in the business of life is apparent from an en­
try to be found in his journal of the above date, of his 
location in Morgantown, saying, "where I now live (M.) and 
where I expect to die." 

The following year, on the 9th of October, he married 
Elizabeth E. Ray, daughter of Patrick Ray, the father also 
of Thomas P ..Ray. From that time until the year, 1841, 
Mr. Willey was deeply immersed in the practice of his pro­
fession, and he rapidly built up a moderately lucrative 
business. He soon became distinguished as an advocate of 
very superior abilities. He ingratiated himself into the 
society of the place by his genial manners, his versatile 
powers and his very accommodating disposition. He 
established a reputation for sobriety of habits and upright­
ness of character, that laid the basis for the respect and 
esteem subsequently manifested on all occasions when he 
was before the people for their suffrages. His powers as an 
orator became a matter of State repute, and, in 1840, the 
Whig Convention held at Richmond, Virginia, placed him 
on the Harrison and Tyler electoral ticket. Into that ex­
citing canvass he entered with all the enthusiasm of the 
impassioned orator impelled by profound convictions of 
duty. He made over forty speeches in North-western 
Virginia and Western Pennsylvania. His peculiar oratory 
made him a favorite with tlle masses. He not only pleased 
them with the smoothness of his speech and convinced them 
with the soundness of his .logic, but he swayed them with 
the indefinable subtility and the nameless spirit of elo­
quence. Out of that campaign he came with a most 
definitely established reputation as an orator; it was re­
served for other times and issues to demonstrate his ability 
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as a statesman. In the spring of 1840, he was a. candidate 
for member of the 'House of Delegates for the county, but 
was defeated owing to a popular prejudice against his pro­
fession. 

At the election of Gen. Harrison for the Presidency, he 
was greatly gratified, and at his untimely death he was as a. 
patriot deeply affected. His journal bears this entry: "In­
scrutable Providence! I loved him-his country loved 
him." By general request he delivered an address on the 
life and character of President Harrison in the Presbyterian 
Church. For some years prior to this time his health was 
not good. The excessive application to his studies at 
college and subsequently, had brought about the usual 
results in hepatic affection. His journal is full of weariness 
in the flesh. March 17, 1841, exhibits a somber page: 
~'Spring with its birds and blossoms will soon be here. 
Dreary nature will soon shake off her torpor, and infuse joy 
into both_ man and -beast by her reanimated appearance. 
Old and young look to the approaching season with feelings 
of delight. But to me, alas! this pleasant season of the 
year will have few charms; for as the warm weather ap­
proaches my disease is aggravated. I feel despondent and 
hopeless. . . . My life bids fair to be short. I wish enough 
of it to make provision for my dear family, and then I am 
ready to depal't in peace. . . Not my will, but thine, be 
done, 0 Lord." Again he writes, a few days later, whilst 
lamenting his embarrassment in pecuniary affairs: "But I 
will struggle with it. The darkest night must have a morn . 
. . . It is said .that genius has been generally developed by 
the stern tuition of remorseless poverty; but, on the other 
hand, how many a noble mind, implanted in the bosom of 
the sensitive sons of genius, llas sunk, never to recover, 
under the pressure of indigence and. want. Such I know, 
such I feel, has been the history of many a' mute, inglorious 
Milton.' But poverty is far more desirable than ill-gotten 
wealth. I will live honest, if I die poor. I will live an 
honorable man, if I die in obscurity. I would not exchange 
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the approbation of a good conscience for the hoards of 
Crresus. I would not relinquish the pleasure and exalted 
happiness of conscious integrity for the crown of an 
Emperor. I even now shun certain circles, because I have 
no decent coat to wear; but I can go into -my closet and 
present myself before the Majesty of Heaven in a moral 
garb, showing all the stains of man's natural depravity, 
indeed, but free from all those pollutions which even ·the 
finest merino cannot always conceal. If I starve I hope to 
die honestly hungry." 

In November, 1841, Mr. Willey was elected Clerk of the 
County Court of Monongalia County, succeeding to the 
place made vacant by the death of his brother-in-law, 
Thomas P. Ray; and in the same month was, by Judge 
Fry, appointed Clerk of the Circuit Superior Court of Law 
and Ohancery, both of which offices he held until the 
amended Constitution of 1851 went into effect, in 1852. 
He was a candidate for the clel'kship of the county court 
under that Constitution, but was defeated by a small vote. 
During the years he held these important positions his life 
was a very laborious one, but amidst ·it all he performed 
much literary work and kept up his habits of study. He 
began the collection of a library which developed into a 
large and well chosen stock of the highest order of standard 
works. At the beginning of this period of his life he 
united with the church of his ehoice, although his journal 
contains many evidences of his having before been deeply 
moved by spiritual influences, and fully recognizing by 
private devotions his duties to his make~pf this open 
acknowledgement of 'his faith his journal records: "But 
more important than any or all acts of my life, I recognize 
my union with the Methodist Episcopal Church, in the 
month of November last... May I be a faithful servant." 

In the year 1843, he delivered before the literary society 
of his alma mater an address that indicated the line of his 
thought and studies, and his habitual tendency to inculcate 
the moral virtues. It bore the title of "The Influence of 
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Virtue upon the Character, and its Effects upon the Higher 
Attributes of the lVlind." His field of operations w~s not 
alone the higher intellectual sphere. Wherever good was 
to be accomplished he was ever an active worker. The 
Sunday-school was a favorite arena for the exercise of his 
genial talents and sympathetic heart; and when the great 
temperance reform under the auspices of the order of the 
Sons of Temperance began to move among the people, it 
found in him a most willing and efficient coadjutor. He 
became early one of its chief officers in the western part of 
the State. He traveled extensively in the year 1849 
throughout his own section of the State, lecturing and 
establishing divisions of the order. He also visited the 
eastern part of the State and was well received, producing 
a most favorable impression of his powers as an orator and 
character as a man. At this time he was complimented by 
a newspaper of Fairmont in the following flattering terms: 
" In view of his talents, his numerous services to our people 
and the sacrifices he has made for the good of others, he 
should be regarded as the pride of Western Virginia." 

l'Ir. Willey's ability as a temperance orator at this period 
was of no meager character. He was deE ply in love with 
his theme. To him it was as broad as humanity and as vi­
tal as eternity. His pictures of the desolation and ruin 
wrought by intemperance were as somber as the grave, and 
the magnetism of his glowing fervor pierced the shield of 
the stoutest opposer. Some of the greatest triumphs of his 
life were made during this eventful temperance campaign. 

The central pivot upon which all revolutions in the forms 
of governments in the world, whether violent or peaceful, 
has been the question of supremacy in the few or the many. 
The peo pIe of Virginia were no exception to this rule. Ever 
since the adoption of the original constitution, after her 
allegiance as a colony had been severed, there bad been two 
questions which agitated her people. The convention which 
assembleil in her capital in 1829, had been the scene of a 
very vigorous if not acrimonious debate, on the question of 
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representation in the legislative branch of the State govern­
ment. The western members, led by the intrepid and gigan­
tic Doddridge, had sought to engraft in the organic law the 
just principle of all true Republican government, that each 
and every citizen should have equal privileges in the affairs 
pertaining to the common weal. They had not been suc­
cessful, but an arbitrary basis had been assumed whereby 
property was to counterbalance, in some measul'e, the man­
tle of citizenship in the legislature of the State. This was 
a source of much irritation in the trans-Alleghany counties, 
and the aspiring young men of that section readily took up 
the theme promulgated by the leading public men of the 
day, and it was a fertile field to till in the heat of a political 
contest. 

Another of the grave questions that agitated the people 
of Virginia was the extension of the elective franchise. 
From the fil'st organization of the State the exercise of suf­
frage had been confined by a property qualification to the 
ownership of a freehold. The advancing tide of intelligence 
and the spirit of the people were beginning to chafe under 
the restraint thus imposed. The agitation which followed 
the action of the Convention of 1829-30 became more active 
until it manifested itself in the election of a legislature 
which submitted a vote upon the question of calling a con­
vention to remodel the constitution of the State. The peo­
ple, by a large majority, decided in favor of the convention, 
and an election for delegates was held in May, 1850. For 
one of these delegates the people of the district, composed, 
under 'the call, of the counties of Monongalia, Preston, 
Marion and Taylor, instinctively turned to ~Ir. 'Villey, al­
though his political party was in a great minority in it. 
They knew of his talents and they relied upon his fidelity. 
He was a genuine son of the people, and his sympathies 
were in harmony with their interests and sentiments. As a 
member of the Convention which followed he took a con­
spicuous part in, its deliberations, and was one of the cham­
pions of weRtern views. His eloquence and his scholarly 
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acquirements won the respect of his foes and the admiration 
of his friends. It was his first appearance in a deliberative 
body, and the press of the day in speaking of his extreme 
modesty and unassuming character, records that after he 
obtained the floor the weight of responsibility caused him 
to fairly stagger under his load. The old question of the 
basis of representation soon became prominent in the body. 
Mr. Willey made a characteristic speech upon the subject, 
well fitting his life, and associations; it breathed of t¥e 
spirit of his native hills and of the freemen whose delegate 
he was. He denied that wealth is properly the source of 
political power; he asserted that wisdom, virtue and in­
telligence are the true elements of political influence, and 
that wealth is often, from its 'corrupting tendency, a dis­
qualification; that there would be a preponderating majority 
of whites in Western Virginia, and that they could not be 
controlled by an eastern aristocracy; that the materials of 
armies had much to do with the question; that he would 
not permit, however, majorities to oppress minorities, and 
would prescribe constitutional checks:Lthereto; that the 
rights of persons were above • ...those of property even, and 
must first be provided for; and that Virginia, the first to 
vindicate inalienable rights from Enghish encroachment, 
ought not to refuse to acknowledge their potency in the 
regulation of her own domestic affairs. 

The effort was being made by the delegatesJ.from the 
eastern portion of tlle State to provide a system of repre­
sentation in the Legislature, based upon the wealth of the 
State. This was largely in the ascendant in that section by 
reason of the property held in slaves. It eventuated in 
that convention in a provision that, after the year 1865, to 
'which period arbitrary representation in the various coun­
ties and districts was provided for, two modes known as 
"suffrage basis" and" mixed basis'1 should be submitted to 
the people of the State. Speaking of the suffrage basis 
whIch Western members were seeking to engraft on the 
Constitution, Mr. Willey said: 
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"'That are these principles which gentlemen would deny and 
exclude from all practical effect in the establishment of our 
Constitution? They are no novelty; they are as old as society 
itself; they are as old as man, for when God made man he endowed 
him with these principles, and has stamped upon the seal that 
they are natural and inalienable and indefeasible. And our 
forefathers have laid them at the foundation of our government; 
they have laid them at its very threshold, and we must trample 
them under our feet and disregard them before we can found a 
government upon the principles of mixed basis. But although 
tbey have ever been the natural birth-right of mankind, it was 
reserved for the earlier history of the country-for those who par­
ticipated largely in the earlier events of our history-to give them 
a definition and reduce them to practical form. . . . I will not 
consent to go behind the revolution which established this great 
political truth, and exhume the discarded principles;'of English 
aristocracy, and fill our halls of legislation with representatives of 
wealth. I will never consent to revive odious distinctions and 
privileged classes, founding claims to superior political power upon 
the possession of property; but I will stop where I find the princi­
ple declared that' all men are by nature equally free and independ­
ent. ' ... I will adhere to the rule that 'no men or set of men 
are entitled to exclusive or separate emoluments or privileges from 
the community, but in consideration of public service.' And I will 
call upon gentlemen distinctly to say 'Whether they will subscribe 
to these doctrines of our fathers, whose wisdom and virtues we are 
so often and so vehemently admonished to revere and to cherish, 
or whether they will repudiate and reject them. . . . . . 

"I am weary of this cry of selfishness-this inferential impeach­
ment of western integrity. It has been ringing in our ears 
for the last quarter of a century-the stereotyped decree against. 
every petition we have preferred for political equality. When we 
ask for our natural liberties, we are told that we are clamoring for 
abstractions; when we sue for an equal and just participation in 
the administration of the government, we are answered that men 
are selfish. The distinguished gentleman from Fauquier [Mr. 
Scott] cries out, 'How long shall our patience be abused by 
this eternal clamoring of the west to get their hands on our purse 
strings. ' The fears of eastern gentlemen are idle. 'Vhat is there 
to justify them in the history of the past? Upon what facts do 
gentlemen predicate their apprehensions of our integrity? There 
are no facts to justify them. These apprehensions are the mere 
bug-bears of an excited imagination-mere speculative assumptions 
having their origin in their theories of human selfishness. 

"I appeal to the record. The gentleman from Halifax [Mr. 
Purkins] has made it necessary. I do so with reluctance. Self­
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commendation is hardly ever in good taste. But the gentleman's 
remarks in reply to the remarks of the venerable gentleman from 
Greenbrier [Mr. William Smith] require some notice. Besides, I 
feel myself in some sense compelled to refer to those events of 
which the gentlemen have spoken, to offset the constant reference 
of eastern members to this moderation and justice with which 
they have exercised the power in their hands and to repel the 
imputations against western fidelity and patriotism. 1 confess I 
feel some pride, withal, in making this reference. 1 appeal then 
to the record. How was it some forty years ago, when the invader 
was enticing away your negroes, burning your villages, pillaging 
your property, and driving your families into the interior? How 
was it then, when the enemy in your midst, who, when you 
sought to repel the invader from before you, might recall you by 
the midnight glare of your own dwellings in flames? You called 
for help, and the echo of your call had hardly returned from our 
mountains till the roll of the western drum was heard on your 
capitol square. 'Vhere were your ideas of selfishness then't 
'Vhere was your distrust when you were arming us for defense? 
We came at your call. The district which 1 in part have the honor 
to represent, sent down her men, her Haymonds, her Morgans, her 
Tennants, her Hurrys, her Staffords and others equally worthy. 
But they did not all come back. No. Many a desolated western 
fireside-many a bereaved family-attested the fidelity of the 
western heart that day. And now the gentleman from Halifax 
[Mr. Purkins] tells us that we received our wages-we were duly 
paid off-' we had our reward and ought to be content.' Yes, the 
bones of some of those brave men now lie bleaching on your pine 
hills and pine barrens, along your sea coast, to reproach you for 
your ungenerous distrust; and the gentleman from Halifax cries 
out from the midst of these affecting mementoes of western fidelity 
-'I am tired of hearing these things-you.have had your rewarq­
be content.' 

" 1 must pause here to pay a tribute to the memory of a great, 
good nian. Under whose banner did those true-hearted western 
soldiers rally? It was that of a man as true-hearted as they, or 
any man that ever lived-the noble General Robert B. Taylor. 
There and then it was he learned our character, our fidelity, our 
devotion to the State, without regard to section or locality. It was 
fitting that afterwards, in the hour of our extremity, he should be 
the first to unfurl the flag of this suffrage basis in the convention 
of 1829-30. But the same unmitigated, unrelaxing spirit of this 
money-power which is here now, was here then, and drove him 
from the councils of the Convention. Hit' voice ceased to be 
heard in our defense. His name ceased to be recorded with the 
friends of repUblican liberty. But his name lives for all that. It 
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has found a more enduring record in the hearts of western freemen; 
and it shall continue to live and to be cherished whilst a freeman 
remains in our mountains. I acknowled~e the weakness of the 
moment. The unbidden tear has revealed [wiping a tear from his 
cheek] the homage of a grateful heart, and in that tear, here in 
the pr~sence of this Convention, I baptize the memory of that 
great man." 

In conclusion he said: 
"For the honor of the 'Old Dominion,' I pray that this mixed 

basis shall never darken her annals. Liberty, if not born on her 
soil, at least escaped from her bondage here, and first stood forth 
in all the graceful attitude of her mature proportions. Shall she 
be stabbed on the very arena of her original triumph? Shall she 
be wounded in the house of her friends? 'Vhy, what an unen­
viable position gentlemen are striving to place this proud old State 
in! Clinging to the relics of an exploded aristocracy, under the 
blazing splendor of American liberty. Star after star has been 
added to the glorious galaxy of American States to increase the 
lustre of the great doctrine of popular sovereignty, undimmed by 
the faintest shadow of the dark dogma of property representation. 
One after another of the' Old Thirteen' have thrown off the live:ry 
of colonial vassalage, from which there was not an entire escape 
in the revolutionary struggle, till there is hardly a vestige of 
mixed basis remaining in the Union. All over North America, 
where our banner is unfurled, it floats, with exceptions hardly 
worthy of being named, over a people not only by 'nature equally 
free and independent,' but so in fact. N or is this all. The moral 
influences of this great American doctrine of political equality, and 
its practical development in the civil, social, moral, political and 
religions condition of the American citizen, have crossed the seas. 
They have reached Asia. They are recognized tn Africa. They 
are felt and feared in Europe. Ancient dynasties and hoary 
thrones are crumbling away to naught, under the spreading and 
potent influence of the doctrine of popular sovereignty. The 
pampered minions of -moneyed aristocracy-the proscriptive chil­
dren of a haughty oligarchy, are trembling for the tenure of their 
privi1e~es and their powers, under the influence of the doctrine of 
popular sovereignty. The great mighty popular heart of the 
world has received an ilnpulse. The masses are moving. The 
divine right of kings has been exploded, and the millions groping 
in the dark labyrinth of despotism are being quickened and en­
lightened by the great doctrine of popular sovereignty. 

\! And yet in the midst of all this, in the middle of the Nineteenth 
Century, beneath the noontide effulgence of this great principle of 
popular supremacy, a voice is heard in old Virginia, rising from 



179 STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA. 

almost the spot where the clarion voice of Henry awoke a nation 
to freedom when he exclaimdd, 'Give me liberty or give me death l' 
-even here, where we should take off our shoes, for the earth on 
which we walk is holy, bearing in its consecrated bosom the re­
mains of George Mason and Thomas Jefferson, the one the author 
of the Declaration of Independence, the other of the Virginia Bill 
of Rights-even here, a demand is made by honorable gentlemen to 
give superior political power to the property-holder, and virtually 
invest goods and chattels with the prerogative of legislating upoG 
the rights and liberties of a "Vast majority of the people of this 
Commonwealth! I trust this can never take place." 

So long an extract from this memorable speech is neces­
sary to depict the issues of the times, and exhibit tho 
sentiments held by the people of ",Yestern Virginia, and 
voiced by their courageous and undaunted delegate. In the 
light of this language it is not difficult to discern the ati­
tude of this people in the great events that followed in a 
few brief years, and the vindication of the line of remark 
was full and complete in their conduct in the then near 
future. This speech attracted much attention throughout 
the State. In the west, it was universally applauded as a 
true exposition of public sentiment; in the east, it extorted 
much reluctant compliment. The correspondent of a 
Petersburg paper wrote of it: "I think I do no one injus­
tice when I give the opinion that his is the best speech 
which has as yet been delivered in favor of the white basis." 
The Richmond lfaig gave a long synopsis of it, and char­
acterized it as" an animated and able speech." The 
Republican Advocate regarded it as " powerful, ~rgumenta­
tive and eloquent." During the same convention :rtIr. 
Willey made two other notable speeches. One upon the 
subject of an elective judiciary, and the other upon the 
abolition of the county court as then constituted. Upon 
the former subject he took .the broad and philosophic 
ground, that the people being the source of all political 
power would always select the judicary from those who 
were in harmony with themselves in the moral as well as 
the legal sense; and that it was as well to tnlst the people 
with this duty as it was to delegate it to the appointment 
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of the executive branch, or submit it to the caprices of the 
legislative department; that in fact the true theory of gov­
ernment was to maintain an entire independence in the 
three departments of administration. Prior to that time 
the ju<lges had been elected by the legislature or appointed 
by the Governor. Indeed all the offices in the State, and 
in the county organization also, had been filled by election 
by the legislature or appointment, save only the legislative 
branch, which was the solitary department filled by popular 
suffrage; and the' result of that convention brought about 
for the first time in the history of Virginia, a general exer­
cise of the right to select State, county and district officers 
by the people. The county court was composed of the 
justices of the peace scattered throughout the counties, ap­
pointed by the Governor; it had enlarged powers of original 
general jurisdiction in law and equity. But it had evidently 
outlived its day, and was illy adapted to the times. Mr. 
Willey's praciiical eYf/ as an attorney had discerned its im­
perfections, and his still closer contact for so many years as 
its clerk had disclosed its unfitness for the 'new condition 
of things which he fondly hoped was dawning on Virginia. 
In this, however, he was not successful; but after under­
going an eventful career, the county court, at last, by an 
overwhelming vote of the people in 1879, attained what is 
believed to be its final repose. 

The Constitution submitted to the people as the work of 
this convention, was not satisfactory in many aspects, but 
as a whole it was a great advance. The influence of the 
West had been impressed upon it in many features. Prop­
erty qualification for the suffragan was omitted, and suffrage 
was -free and untrammeled in its exercise. It received the 
sanction of the people, by a large majority, in 1852. 

Mr. Willey resumed the practice of the law at the bar of 
Monongalia in 1852. He extended his practice into the 
adjoining counties of Marion and Preston. He became a 
candidate for Congress in the same year, with no expecta­
tion of being elected, but to bring out a full vote for Gen. 
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Winfield Scott, the Whig candidate for the presidency. He 
canvassed the district thoroughly and awakened the masses, 
wherever he went, by his knowledge of the issues and his 
electrifying oratory. He ran largely in excess of the 
general ticket, but was defeated. In 1853 he delivered a 
series of lectures on the Spirit and Progress of Methodism. 
They were highly commended by the press and his hearers. 
In the same year he was elected an honorary member of 
various societies throughout the 'country. He delivered 
temperance lectures in many localities under the auspices 
of the Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance. He 
spoke at Pittsburgh in favor of extending slack-water to 
the State line. 

Ris journal at this period is filled with accounts of active 
labors in the temperance cause, in the Sunday-school and 
everywhere that good could be accomplished. His records 
show a broad, catholic spirit, free from bigotry and intoler­
ance. Many touching domestic scenes are committed to its 
pages. He speaks of his step-mother on one occasion, who 
had been on a visit to him, thus: "She was a step-mother 
only in name. She was always to me truly kind, far beyond 
my deserts. Heaven will reward her. She was not as a 
mother to an orphan. She was a m,other to me in all her 
conduct." His mother died when he was but three years 
old. Of her this memory appears: "I recollect seeing 
her corpse and wondering why my mother had gone to sleep 
in so strange a place.' I believe I once heard her singing 
with other voices in strains of no earthly melody-but this 
will be called superstition. I shall never forget it." 

Mr. Willey wrote an article which was published in the 
January number of The Methodist Quarterly Review, 1853, 
'on "The Spirit and Mission of l\Iethodism." It was much 
commended by the Press of that church. The Cllristian 
..Advocate and Journal, of New York, says of it: ~'It is pe­
culiarly timely, as called for by the state of our chul'ch, and 
clearly pointing out the necessity of presening the essen­
tial principles of Methodism. . . . We should greatly tran­
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scend the prescribed limits were we to indulge the fullness 
of heart which has been made to overflow in reading the 
article to which we refer." In 1854, he delivered at Union­
town, Penn., and also at Wheeling, a lecture on "The Per­
petuation of Liberty and the Union." It was published in 
pamphlet form and was widely circulated and read. In 
J:une, 1855, he delivered the .Annual Address before the 
Philo-Franklin Literary Society of Allegheny College, 
which was published by the society. In September of the 
same year he delivered the address before" The Western 
Virginia Agricultural Society and Industrial Institute," at 
Wheeling. It was also published. In it he drew a picture 
of the the-model farmer, appearing to forget nothing. It 
was an able speech, full of suggestions. In January, 1858, 
he lectured at Richmond, Va., before "The Young Men's 
Chris.tian Association" of that city; and was elected an 
honorary member of the same. The society voted that the 
lecture had afforded "more than mere gratifica tion." His 
theme was" Christian Missions in their Secular Influences." 
He discussed the rationale of Christianity as the great un­
derlying basis of all our civilization, of all our social con­
fidence and security, and portrayed in a narrative manner 
what Christianity had done for the nations that had encour­
aged it. In addressing the literary societies of Monongalia. 
Academy, he made" A Plea for Virginia," showing that her 
sons must develop'the resources of their o'wn Stlte. 

On the 10th of February, 1859, he was nominated by the 
'Yhig State Convention at Richmond as a candidate for the 
office of Lieutenant-Governor. During the campaign fol­
lowing he canvassed a large part of the State, both east and 
west of the mountains. He so bore himself throughout 
this struggle with all the dignified courtesy of the able 
statesman and true gentleman, that he received many com­
pliments from his opponents for his ability and fairness. 
The ticket, of which the Hon. 'Villiam L. Goggin was the 
head, was defeatecl In his own county, however, which the 
Hon. Henry A. 'Vise had carried four years before by over 
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seven hundred majority, his majority was seventeen. The 
following year he was a delegate to the Whig National Con­
vention which met at Baltimore, and nominated John Bell 
and Edward Everett for President and Vice President. He 
took an active part in the ensuing canvass, addressing the 
-people at various points. 

In the intervening period between the close of the year 
1852 and 1860, 1\'lr. Willey was most diligently busied by 
a large and lucrative law practice. The intervals of respite 
from the demands of his profession were very few. But these 
golden hours were deemed a season of recreation if he 
could but pursue in quietness the paths of literature which 
he loved so well. His desire for knowledge had abated none 
()f its vigor. He was in the full tide of his mental powers, 
and his physical health was much improved over the earlier 
years of his manhood. He seemed to have given himself 
wholly to the pursuit of his profession as a means of ad­
vancement in the world, and was living happily in the enjoy­
ment of great domestic felicity, content with the thought of 
a quiet existence and freedom from the excitement and fierce 
struggles incident to public station. The near future was 
pregnant 'with events in which he was destined to be an 
actor of no mean bearing. 

Foreseeing the terrible disasters which must follow seces­
sion, and utterly abhorring the treason it invoived, 1\11'. 
Willey exerted himself to stem the tide of madness and 
folly which, during all the autumn of 1860, seemed to be 
flowing in the direction of National disruption. He pre­
dicted from the hustings that if Virginia attempted to 
secede, one of the results would be her division. He Wl'ote 
and published a long article of the date of December 26, 
1860, which concluded in the following emphatic words: 

" I am for Virginia as she is and was, as our fathers created her­
one and indivisible. I have deprecated recent manifestations of a 
desire for her dismemberment. Let her be integral forever. But 
if we are to be dragged into secession or disunion; to be made a 
mere outside appendage to a Southern Confederacy, defenseleHs 
and exposed as we must be. by our geographical position, to all the 
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wrong and contumely that may be heaped upon us, our oppression 
may become intolerable; and I for one will be ready to accept 'the 
only alternative." 

The Legislature was convoked in extra session. It issued 
a can for a convention, fixing the time of the election of 
delegates thereto in February, 1861. The convention was 
to assemble in Richmond soon thereafter. Again the people 
of his native· county turned to Mr. Willey. The action of 
the Gulf States in passing ordinances of secession, and con­
federating for mutual attack and ~defense; the inefficiency 
and hesitation of the Federal Administration; the treach­
ery of high officials and the general signs and sounds of 
the hour, filled the masses in Western Virginia with alarm. 
Mr. Willey was known to be in harmony with the people of 
his section on the questions most vitally a.ffecting their in­
terests. He was known to be for the Union and opposed 
to secession. No pledges were exacted from him in the 
canvass~ There was no canvass. He was elected without 
opposition. 

The history of this convention is remarkable as an exam­
ple of the coercive power of mere local surroundings. 
When it assembled the large majority of its members were 
thoroughly opposed to any action which savored of the 
severance of the ties that bound Virginia to the Federal 
Union. They had been selecmd by constituencies equally 
loyal to the government established by Washington, and 
who by an overwhelming vote had declared that any action 
taken' by the convention ~hould be returned to them for 
their approva1.· But it was not long before the true purpose 
in assembling the body was disclosed. Resolutions looking 
to a secession of the State soon poured upon the conven­
tion from those whose ultimate object could no longer be 
doubted. One by one many whose fealty was supposed to 

\be unquestioned, yielded to the clamor or threats of the de­
termined spirit of Secession. It was an hour of grave 
thought and appre4ension to those whose patriotism knew 
no faltering, and whose anxious hearts were true to the tra­
ditions and teachings of the founders of the Republic. 
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None felt a more poignant sorrow at the madness of the 
hour than Mr. Willey. He exerted himself with all the 
ability and pertinacity of his character, to stop the onward 
rush of the swelling waters of disunion. On the 2d of 
March, 1861, he delivered a speech of great power, in op­
position to the scheme of secession. Threats of violence 
had been uttered on the streets and in the very corridors of 
the capitol against any who dared to raise a voice of pro­
test against the contemplated action of secession. 

He first spoke of the attempts to suppress free speech, 
and declared that he spoke more with a desire to vindicate 
the right of free speech,.. than with a hope of enlightening 
the body; that he represented a free people and they 
should be heard through him. The right of free speech 
was a fundamental principle· of republican liberty, and 
whenever it was destroyed the people's liberties were over­
thrown; whether the suppression was the result of an 
imperial edict or popular violence and intimidation; in 
either case men were slaves. This was attested by the 
story of ancient Rome, which was free so long as the Forum 
and the Senate were the arena of free speech, but the palsy 
of political dissolution settled forever upon the empire, 
when Cicero, its last great defender, was gibbeted in the 
Forum. Modern history furnished a like exainple when the 
voice of liberty was drowned by the clamors of a revolu­
tionary populace iIi France,· and she found a refuge only 
in the arms of an absolute despotism. On the question of 
the right of secession he said: 

"I am not here, sir, to argue the ri.ght of secession. I do not in­
tend to weary the convention by entering into a discussion of that 
question. I shall not even pause, sir, to vindicate the founders of 
our Constitution from the imputation, which seems to me would 
certainly apply to them, of a most gross self-stultification in organ­
izing a great government, ill establishing a more perfect Union, by 
collecting together a heterogeneous mass of political elements that 
might dissolve and fall asunder any day. I shall never believe 
that Washington, and Madison, and Franklin, and the other great 
sages who constructed the Union in the first place and organized 
our Federal Government, brought their labors to no greater results 
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than this; that is to say, to bring the States of the' Federal Union 
together, give them a simple introduction to each other, and 
place them side by side, under the flag of the country, without any 
legal bond to bind the Union. Sir, I believe in no such voluntary 
association." 

He said that he could not conceive that the Federal 
Government, when purchasing Louisana, believed that 
State could foreclose the great commercial advantages 
arising from the freedom of the mouth of the l\'Iississippi, at 
her pleasure, by secession. Nor, when Florida, which was 
acquired at such great expense, choose to so construe the 
bond, that she too, could quietly walk out of the Union 
with all the forts and arsenals belonging to the general 
government. Nor could Texas pass out of the Union after 
so great a struggle had been maJe in her acquirement. H 
so, likewise a State could refuse to participate in a war with 
an invading enemy, or after it was over and the invader ex­
pelled, it co-qld bid adieu to its associates whose blood and 
treasure had been expended in its defense, and take no 
part in meeting the results. He showed that the founders 
of the Republic did not so esteem the Constitution. That 
the iron logic of President Jackson had penetrated the 
weak defenses of the argument. He combatted the various 
positions offered in favor of secession with warmth, and 
maintained that it provided no remedy for the ills com­
plained of, but rather aggravated them. To the argument 
that there was an irrepressible conflict between the North 
and the South, he spoke as follows: 

U Against this mere speculative opinion I oppose stubborn factS. 
Against this mere predictioQ. I present actual history. I appeal 
to the record of the past operation and effect of the Federal Union. 
It is no longer a problem to be solved. It has had a fair 
trial; it has been in existence seventy-five years. Look at 
the result of the experiment. I shall not attempt to describe it. 
Some traveler records that, in the great temple of St. Paul's, 
there is a tablet upon which the name of Sir Christopher Wren, 
the great architect, is engraved. Beneath it is this inscription­
'Do you ask for his monument? Circumspice. Look aroundl' In 
reference to the great experiment of the Union, I can only say with 
reverence: awe, and patriotic emotion-' Look around 1'" 



187 STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA. 

U Whose heart does not throb, as an American citizen. in view of 
this experiment? Look around you, from the Pacific to the 
Atlantic, from the Gulf to the Lakes, from Texas to Maine. 
Three-quarters of a century ago we were only four or five millions 
of people in number, and but a few scattered and impoverished 
States. Now we are thirty-four States-for I will not admit that 
our sisters are finally gone-with cities rivaling in wealth, popula­
tion, power and magnitude the oldest cities of the oldest Empire of 
the world; with a people unsurpassed for intelligence, for all the 
appliances and means pf self subsistence, for happiness and pros­
perity, and the like of whom the sun of God has never before 
shone upon. And yet we are only upon the threshold of our 
glorious destiny, if we will be but faithful to our duties as true 
American citizens." 

He spoke of the evils that would result from secession, in 
the establishment of a number of weak and warring confed­
eracies. He declared that the moral sense of the world was 
against slavery. He said that one of the evils of secession 
would be the destruction of nationality and the_'prestige of 
the American name and citizenship. 

"How is it now, Sir 1" he exclaimed: "'Vherever our country's 
flag, with its thirty-four stars, floats on the breeze, any Virginian 
may stand up and proudly point to that banner as a:flag that 
represents his country and his country's greatness and power. Sir, 
it is a noble flag. It is a flag upon which victory has perched 
without interruption for seventy years-a flag 'Which Perry carried 
in his hand through the din and smoke of battle and placed it vic­
toriously upon the enemy;s vessel-an enemy who once held the 
empire of the sea-a flag which waved in triumph at the head of 
Our army in its victorious march from Vera Cruz to the capital of 
Mexico, and at last floated over the palaces of the Montezumas-a. 
flag which protects our commerce in every port and on every sea-a. 
flag which, in short, represents our national power, gives full pro 
tection to every American citizen, go where he will-whether 
among the savages in the steppes of Russia, or among nobles in 
the abodes of kings or emperors, or wherever else he may choose to 
wander. Secession will trail that glorious banner in the dust-de­
stroy its prestige and power-and leave the American citizen to 
wander abroad, -if he shall dare to go abroad, an object of con­
tempt, for chuckling tyrants to point the finger of scorn at, while 
they say, 'Behold the last pitiable demonstration of the fallacy of 
the dogma of man's capacity for self-government.'" 

Notwithstanding the powerful influence brought to bear 
by the Confederate Government, the convention held out 
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against the efforts of the secessionists during the month of 
March. At length the chiefs in the movement deemed the 
hour for decisive action at hand. The convention went into 
secret session, and after a few days of intense but brief de­
bate, an ordinance of sesession was passed April 17, 1861. 
On its passage Mr. Willey and other members, a majority of 
whom were representatives of western 'constituencies, voted 
in the negative. For a day or two after the fateful secret 
found its way' to the outside world, the members who had 
voted against it were the objects of scorn and contumely. 
Many of them yielded to the storm that came from the 
various quarters of family and local influences. They ca~e 
into the convention on the following day and by the appeals 
of their associates were induced to sign the fatefuldocument 
after its enrollment. The last speech made by Mr. Willey, 
in which he was most pathetically seconded by the Hon. A. 
F. Haymond, of Marion County, in the convention, was in 
resistance to these vehement appeals. He cast no vote 
after the one which recorded him in the negative on the 
ordinance of secession, and took no further part in the 
proceedings. On the 21st of April, being co~pelled to pro­
cure a permit from the Governor (Letcher) he started for 
his home. On arriving at Alexandria he was prohibited 
from going to Washington, and was forced to remain over 
night, during which he was seriously beset by a band of 
self-styled" Regulators," who threatened to cast him into 
the Potomac River. He retraced his course the next morn­
ing to Manassas Junction, and came up the Valley to Win­
chester, where he found the place full of volunteers march­
ing to Harper's Ferry. He arrived at the latter place next 
day, to find the armory and the splendid buildings of the 
United States Government a mass of smoking ruins, and 
the place occupied by armed volunteers of Virginia. Here 
he was kept under military surveilance until evening, when 
he boarded the cars and in due time once more breat1,1ed 
the free air of his native hills. 

When it became known to the loyal· people of North­
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western Virginia that the Convention had passed an ordi­
nance of secession, the excitement became intense, which 
was succeeded by a resolution of defiance in their minds 
and hearts. The remembrance of years of injustice at the 
hands of the eastern oligarchy rose up to stimulate their 
deep-seated love of the government of the fathers. This 
was heightened wJ1en it became known to what lengths of 
usurpation the convention had beEm extended. Its proceed­
ings,were thus described by Mr. Willey in a speech deliv­
ered subsequently in the Senate of the United States: 

"Before the seal of secrecy was removed from the proceedings of 
the convention; before the people knew that the ordinance had 
been passed; before the people had voted upon it-yes, sir I on the 
very next day after the passage of the ordinance, the convention 
began to levy war against the United State~-large appropriations 
for military purposes were made; field officers were appointed and 
COmmissioned; the military stores, forts, arsenals, and arms, and 
custom-houses of the United States, were seized at Richmond, 
Norfolk, Harper's Ferry, and other places. A fortnight ha~ not 
elapsed until the convention, still in secret session, and before the 
people knew that any ordinance of secession had passed, had, by 
solemn compact made with commissioners from the insurrectionary 
government of the so-called confederate States, annexed Virginia. 
to that confederation, and transferred to it her entire military 
resources, and placed the militia under the control of the rebel 
chief of that insurrectionary organization. All this was done by 
these secret conspirators, not only before the people had voted 
npon the ordinance of secession, but before they were permitted to 
know, or did know, that any ordinance of secession had been 
passed. Thus were the unconscious people of Virginia, like beasts 
in the shambles, transferred to a new allegiance, a new govern­
ment, and new rulers and political masters, in the selection of 
Whom they had no knowledge or choice. And before the people 
'Were permitted to know of these proceedings, the 'sacred soil' of 
Virginia was trodden by the armed le~ions of South Carolina and 
the Gulf States, and on the fourth Thursday in May, when the 
ordinance was to be voted upon by the people, thirty thousand 
glittering bayonets surrounded the polls from the Chesapeake to 
the summit of the Alleghanies. Portions of the confederate forces 
had been pushed across the Alleghanies, and were menacing the 
lives and liberties of the people of north-west Virginia. Officers 
had been commissioned and authorized to raise troop& there and 
to organize the militia. in subjection to the military tyrants· at 
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Montgomery, and in hostility to the United States. The civil 
authorities were also threatened with condign punishment unless 
they instantly recognized this new order of things, and adminis­
tered their offices as under the authority of the southern confeder­
ation." 

Alarmed nnd exasperated by their proceedings, the loyal 
people in some thirty of the north-western counties, assem­
bled in primary meetings and appointed delegates to a mass 
convention to be held in Wheeling on the 12th of May fol­
lowing. The object was to consult upon the situation and 
concert measures for the public safety. When the time 
appointed arrived there was a mass convention indeed. 
Some three hundred delegates were present. 

Mr. Willey had not intended to be present, but at the 
urgent request of the_ Hon. F. H. Pierpont, he was induced 
to go. The latter gentleman informed him that the Hon. 
John S. Carlisle, who had been a delegate to the Richmond 
Convention and was an ardent Union man, intended to in­
troduce a proposition to immediately create a new State 
out of certain north-western counties, without first having 
obtained the consent of either the Legislature of Virginia, 
or of the Congress of the United States. 

Such a proposition was introduced by Mr. Carlisle early 
in the deliberations of the convention. It seemed to meet 
with great favor both in convention and among the throngs 
of people outside of the body. They were looking to the 
end without respect to the means. They were actuated by 
a patriotic and proper purpose; but were not advised of 
the essential preliminary steps to be taken in order to ac­
complish that purpose. Governor Pierpont exerted himself 
with great energy and ability to defeat so revolutionary a 
project. In this he had the hearty co-operation of Th. 
Willey. They spoke against it for a considerable part of 
two days. At first their efforts excited much angry feeling­
especially against Mr. Willey. Placards were posted in the 
city calling. a meeting to denounce him. But planting 
the~selves on the Constitution and the law, they maintained 
their position boldly and unflinchingly. The convention 
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came to see that the adoption of the proposed project would, 
defeat the object they had in view, and most probably"in­
volve the people of north-western Virginia in disaster and 
disgrace. It was at this point when Governor Pierpont in­
troduced the following proposition: 

"Resolved, That in the event of the ordinance of secession being 
ratified by a vote, we recommend to the people of the counties 
here represented, and all others disposed to co-operate with us, to 
appoint, on the 4th day of June,1861, delegates to a general con­
vention, to llleet on the 11th of that lllonth, at such place as may 
be designated by the committee hereinafter provided, to devise 
such measures and take such action as the safety and welfare of 
the people they represent may demand-each county to appoint a 
number of representatives to said convention equal to double the 
number to which it will be entitled in the next House of Delegates; 
and the Senators and Delegates to be elected on the 23d instant, by 
the counties referred to, to the next General Assembly of Virgin,ia 
and who concur in the views of this convention, to be entitled to 
seats in the said convention as members thereof." 

This resolution was cordially supported by 1\11'. Willey. It 
was adopted and furnished a happy solution of the difficul­
ties of the situation. Perhaps on no other occasion in the 
his~o1'y of goyernments among men did greater results eyer 
tUl'n on a more important measure. The course which. this 
opposed was revolutionary, null and void under the Consti­
tution of the United States. Had no such conclusion been 
reached, no mode would have been selected that would have 
been agreeable to the body, and anarchy would have been 
given wings; no lawful method could have been employed 
which would have eventuated in a new State, and civil gov­
ernment been established around which the loytl.l people 
could rally in their aid of the Federal government in the sup­
pression of the Rebellion, if indeed, loyalty itself had not 
fallen into disuse. 

This June convention was called. It reorgani~ed the 
State. A Legislature assembled at Wheeling, and the loyal 
State government peacefully resumed its legitimate func­
tions, with Governor Pierpont at its head. Mr. Willey has 
often said to the author of this sketch, that through" this 
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prudent, wise and statesmanlike measure, the people were 
more indebted to Governor Pierpont, for the successful 
accomplishment of this security against anarchy, and for 
the maintenance of their allegiance to the United States, 
and for the ultimate creation of the State of West Virginia, 
than to any other man in it. Of the effect of Mr. Willey's 
speech during the contest in the convention, Gen. George 
R. Latham, who was a delegate, in order to correct a mis­
apprehension which still seemed to prevail in some quarters, 
wrote to him from his seat in the House of Representatives 
at Washington in 1866: "I have no hesitancy in saying to 
yourself, as I have said to others, that your effort on that 
occasion saved us from anarchy, and placed the restora­
tion of the State of Virginia upon a basis which secured it 
at once the respect of the thoughtful and the confidence 
and recognition of the government of the United States." 

Among the first acts of the Legislature was the election 
of Senators to the Congress of the United States. Mr. 
Willey was chosen as one of these in July, 1861. A special 
session of Congress was then being held at WashingtoD, 
where he presented himself, and after a brief delay in which 
the credentials which he bore were carefully considered, he 
took his seat. Thus was the Wisdom of the action for 
which Governor Pierpont and himself had so arduously 
struggled fully demonstrated~ By his recognition as a. 
Senator from Virginia the Federal Government was not 
embarrassed by the exigency of the situation, nor, in its ef­
forts to encourage loyalty in so-called seceded States, was 
it required to occupy an illogical or inconsistent position 
upon the asserted right of secession. 

Mr. Willey in his first speech in the Senate, ~ecember 
19, 1861, . announced his' opinions very decisively on the 
great question that was at issue betwe~n the contending 
forces. He asks the question as a primary one in the pend­
ing conflict­

" Has the Federal Government become so destructive of the ends 
of its institution as to create the right in the people, or any por­
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tion of the people, 'to alter or to abolish it, and to institute a new 
government?' Respectfully appealing to the •opinions of man­
kind,' and inviting the most rigid scrutiny and criticism, I confi­
dently declare that this rebellion is wholly inexcusable." 

After. showing the groundlessness of the fears of the 
South from the action of the Republican party on the sub­
ject of slavery, he again asks,- . 

U'Vhat has the Republican party done, since the avowal of its 
policy, to exclude slavery from the territories? Why, sir, with a 
decided majority in the other branch of Congress, it has allowed 
several territorial governments to be organized without interven­
tion to exclude slavery. The South was at perfect liberty to emi­
grate there with their slaves if they thought proper. 'Vill it be a 
sufficient reply to this fact to allege, as Southern politicians have 
alleged, that this liberality on the part of the North would never have 
been manifested if it had not been known that the soil and climate 
of those territories were of such a character as to practically pre­
vent the existence of slavery there? Grant the fact; what wrong 
has the North done to the South? 'Vas the North responsible for 
the climate and soil? Sir, this outcry against the North in regard 
to these Territories applies only to the God of nature; and, so far 
as secession is predicated upon the exclusion of slavery from any of 
the present Territories of the U nit.ed States, it is a revolt against 
the inexorable laws of nature and Providence. The spirit which 
dictated it is akin to the spirit which inspired the angelic revolt in 
Heaven. May its overthrow be as complete." 

He thoroughly examined the pretexts for secession, 
offered the opinions of the founders of the government in 
in opposition to them, and maintained that the pretenses 
set up by the leaders in the movement were false and that 
no shield of "peaceable secession" could avail against the 
execration of the future. 

U Sir, truth will ere long strip these conspirators naked before 
the world, and the people whom they have so cruelly misled will 
rise up and curse them. History-impartial history-will arraign 
and condemn them to universal contempt. It will hold them 
responsible before man and God for the direful consequences 
already brought upon country, and for the evils yet to come-for 
the desolations of war, its pillage, and rapine, and blood, and car­
nage, and crime, and widowhood, and orphanage, and all its sorrows 
and disasters. . . . . . . 

"What shall be said of those who, without pretense of provoca­
tion, have conspired to destroy the unexampled peace and pros­

18 
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perity of the United'States; alid to 'overthrow the \visest ahd best 
Government which the annals of history have 'ever presented to 
the admiration of mankind? a Government of' which one of the 
principal conspirators, now Vice President of the organized rebel~ 
lion, said a little more than a year ago,­

" 'That this Government of our fat.hers, WIth all its defects, comes nearer to the 
objects of all good government than any other on the face of the earth, Is my settled 
convlction.'-A. H. Stephens, before the Georgia Legislature, Kovember, 1860." 

He declared that it was hostility to democratic institu­
tions that had evoked the spirit of secession. He advanced 
the view that the southern statesmen were hostile to the 
general ec1ucation of the masses, because fearful of its ef­
fects, and· cited the pertinacity with which 1\11'. Calhoun had 
resisted the application of the majority principle in the 
national government, as subversive of the rights of the 
States. He closed this able speech in an eloquent perora­
tion, in which he declared that the rebellion was" treason 
against universal liberty "; that" we were to-day in the last 
intrenchments of liberty, fighting her last battle," and "if 
she perish in the conflict she will sink into a grave from 
which thel'e will be no resurrection"; and that "twenty 
millions of loyal people struggling in such a cause as this 
must prevail." 

"Sir, this Union can not be dissolved. Nature and Providence 
forbid it. Our rivers, and lakes, and mountains, and the whole 
geographical conformation of the country rebuke the treason that 
would sever them. Our diversities of climate and soil and staple 
production do but 11lake each section necessary to the other. 
Science and art have annihilated distance, and brought the whole 
family of States into a close proximity and constant and easy 
intercourse. 'Ve are one people in language, in law, in religion, 
and destiny. "VhOlll God hath joined together, let no lllan put 
asunder.' The past is glorious-the future shall be sublime. 

" 'No pen~up Utica contracts our powers; 
But the whole boundless continent Is ours.'" 

In all the movements which Jlad for their object the for­
mation of a new State west of the Alleghanies, Mr. Willey 
was among the original actors and chief advisers. -These 
acts of the loyal people of 'Vestern Virginia will be viewed 
by the impartial historian with wonderment and admiration. 
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Their position was one of extreme perplexity, because of 
their geographical position and because of the complex 
nature of the problems they had to solve. In,. all, however, 
they acted wisely and well. Beginning at the corner-ston~ 
of all. true government, they laid it w:ell in the consent of 
the governed. Our limits do not admit of a _~etai~ed ac­
count of the acts and events in the formation of West Vir­
ginia. We mus~ hurry on. 

It was with feelings of pride mingled with anxiety that 
Mr. Willey presented the Constitution of the proposed 
State of West Virginia, accompanied with the act of the 
General Assembly assenting to the formation ·of the same 
and .the memorial requesting its admission, on the 29th day 
of May, 1862, to the Senate of the United States. After 
reviewing the preliminary steps taken on behalf of the 
movement, he spoke as follows: 

U And now it only remains for Congress to give its assent. 
Ought that assent to be given? Before I answer this qnestion, I 
desire to correct a misapprehension which I find is prevalent, not 
only throughout the country, but likewise here. It seems to be 
supposed that this movement for a new State has'been conceived 
since the breaking out of the rebellion, and was a consequence of 
it; that it grew alone out of the abhorrence with which the loyal 
citizens of 'Vest Virginia regarded the traitorous proceedings of the 
conspirators east of the Alleghanies, .nd that the effort was 
prompted simply by a desire to dissolve the connection between 
the loyal and disloyal sections of the State. Not so, sir. The 
question of dividing the State of Virginia, either by the Blue Ridge 
mountain, or by the Alleghat:J,ies, has been mooted for fifty years. 
It has frequently been agitated with such vehemence as to threaten 
seriously the public peace. It has been a matter of constant 
strife and bitterness in the Legislature of the State. The animos­
ity existing at this time between the North and the South is 
hardly greater than what has at times distinguished the relations 
between East and West Virginia, arising from a diversity of 
interests and geographical antagonisms. Indeed, so incompatible 
was the union of the territory lying west of the Alleghany moun­
tains with the territory lying east thereof, under one and the same 
State municipality, that so long ago as 1781, several of the States 
insisted that Virginia should include in her act of cession all her 
trans-Alleghany territory, making the Alleghany mountains her 
western, as they were her natural, boundary. A committee in the 
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Federal Congress about this time made.a strong· report, suggesting 
such a boundary; and Mr. Madison records that­

" 'From several circumstances, there was reason to bel1eve that Rhode Island, NeW' 
Jersey, Pennsylvania and Delaware, tr not Maryland llkewtse, retained latent views 
ot confining V1rg1n1a to the Alleghany mountains.'-Ma<ztson's Debates, vol. 1, pp. 
463-465." 

He showed that there was the requisite population to en­
title the people to the privilege. The geographical 
position of the territory was also in favor of the proposed 
admission. The Alleghany Mountains. were impassable 
barriers, he maintained, to a common State policy. Vast 
sums of money had been expended in works of internal 
improvements in the eastern section, whilst the west had 
been denied like privileges. The social institutions were 
such as to indicate the propriety of a division of the State. 
Negro slavery required a system of laws adapted to its 
peculiar necessities. Slavery never could exist to any con­
siderable extent in the bounds of the proposed new State. 
It was not adapted to the climate of West Virginia. 
This argument on the divergence of slave and free institu­
tions he offered, to show that the communities were not 
homogeneous, which was essential to every political organ­
ization, and not on the moral aspects of the question of 
slavery; on that subject his opinions had been expressed in 
the Senate. After coyideration of the area of the proposed 
State, a glance at its immense mineral and timber wealth, 
and the statements that its water-power was sufficient to 
drive all the machinery of New England and its coal-fields 
to supply the continent for a thousand years, Mr. Willey 
concluded in the following eloquent appeal: 

"Sir, these counties of Western Virginia, knocking for admission 
into the Union as a new State, contain, in rich abundance, all the 
elements of a great commonwealth. Why have they remained 
undeveloped in the oldest State in the American Union 1 Why are 
our mines unworked? 'Vhy are our water-falls forever wasting 
away, unappreciated by the skill of man, chafing and foaming in 
their channels, as if in conscious rage at the long neglect? The 
answer to these questions is an irrefutable argument in favor of 
the division desired. Unless the State is divided, these natural 
resources of wealth and power will forever remain undeveloped. 
Is this just to the people there? Is it just to the country at large t 
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"Thus, su, we present our claims for this new State. We pray 
you to grant your assent; It will send a thrill of joy through three 
hundred thousand hearts, and it will do no injustice to any. Then, 
sir, will our invaluable virgin mines invite the espousal of your 
surplus capital, and our perennial streams will lend their exhaust­
less power t.o your manufacturing skill. Then shall we soon be 
able to say, in the jubilant language of the Psalmist: 'The pas­
tures are clothed with flocks; the valleys also are covered over 
with corn; they bhout for joy; they also sing.' Virginia-East 
Virginia, restored from her temporary aberration; West Virginia, 
like a newly discovered star-East Virginia and West Virginia, 
twin stars, shall thenceforth shine with ever-brightening lustre in 
the republican zodiac of States encircling our western hemisphere." 

The final vote Oll the admission of the State was not 
reached till July 14, 1862. It was some time before the 
matter was reported back to the Senate by the committee 
on Territories. It became apparent that the Senate was 
not satisfied with the constitution of the new State concern­
ing slavery. Whilst arguing the propriety of admitting the 
State with the constitution just as the people of West Vir­
gini~ had ordained it, Mr. Willey was nevertheless willing to 
concede something to the wishes of Senators. He proposed 
that the following clause should be incorporated in the 
constitution: 

"The children of slaves born within the limits of this State after 
the 4th of July, 1863, shall be free; and no slave shall be permitted 
to come into the State for permanent residence therein." 

But even this did not meet the demand; and Mr. Willey's 
proposition was amended so as to make it read as follows: 

"The children of slaves born within the limits of this State after 
the fourth of July, 1863, shall be free; and all slaves within the 
said State who shall, at the time aforesaid, be under the age of ten 
years, shall be free when they arrive at the age of twenty-one 
years; and all slaves over ten and under twenty one years, shall 
be free when they arrive at the age of twenty-five years; and no 
slave shall be permitted to come into the State for permanent resi­
dence therein." 
This substitute afterwards came to be designated as the 
"Willey Amendment," although it had not, in the first in­
sta.nce, been introduced by him in its exact present form, 
but only accepted by him in deference to the sentiments of 
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the Ser{ate. Mr. Carli~le, his senatorial colleague, who, 
from some unexplained reason, had become violently op­
posed to the creation of the new State, vehemently assailed 
the measure now, upon the ground that to admit the new 
State with this amendment would be to impose 11 constitu­
tion upon the' people of West Virginia, which, in this 
particular, had never been submitted to them or ratified by 
them. There was much force in the objection. But Mr. 
Willey and the members of the House of Representatives 
representing the counties included in the limits of the new 
State, the Hon. vViliiam G. Brown, of Kingwood; and the 
Hon. Jacob B. Blair, of Parkersburg, aware of 1\'lr. Carlisle's 
defection, had prepal:ed themselves for such a contingency. 
Fortunately the convention which framed the proposed 
constitution oj West Virginia had not finally dissolved, but 
had simply adjourned to be re-convened upon the call 
of a committee which had been ,appointed by the body 
for -tlfe:purpose, whenever in the opinion of the committee 
it might be deemed necessary and expedient. The surprise 
and discomfiture of the opposition was very great when Mr. 
Willey asked leave of the Senate to introduce, by way of 
substitute, for the original proposition pending, a new bill, 
which he had lying on his desk, referring the constitution as 
amended back to the convention which framed it, with the 
provision that if that body should adopt it, and submit it 
again to the people, and they should ratify it as thus 
amended, that the President of the United States, upon be­
ing properly certified of the fact, should make proclamation 
accordingly; fixing a certain day when West Virginia 
should become one of the Unitecl States. In this form the 
bill finally passed the Senate on the 14th of July, 1,862. It 
was immediately sent to the House of Representatives, but 
it being near the close of the session, the consideration of 
it was postponed until a day early in the next session, when 
the bill as it now stands, was passed by a large majority. 

TIie committee referred to did recall the convention. It 
met again at Wheeling early ih February, 1863. Mr. Willey 
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sttended, he being a member of it by election before its or­
ganization, and by special resolution of the convention, 
delivered an address on the 13th of February, which was 
thus noticed by TAe n7~eeling Intelligencer: 

"Mr. Van 'Vinkle moved that Mr. 'Villey be now invited to' 
address the convention, and that gentleman aC'cepting the invi-' 

tation, in an address of some two hours, of such breadth and power 


, that it is but faint praise to say that he exhausted the whole new 

State question, and left nothing for others to say." 

This speech was translated into German, and was circulated 
throughout the State. In it l\'Ir. Will~y examined carefully 
the objections made, both legal and political, to the admis­
sion of the State into the Union. He declared his great. 
surprise that any of the people of the State should offer 
opposition thereto. If it were true that no assent of the 
Legislature of Virginia had been given, then it was true 
that the objection in that behalf 'was well taken, as the con­
stitution of the United States provided that "no new State 
should be formed or erected within the jurisdiction of an­
other State, wjthout the consent of the Legislature of the 
State and of the Congress." He then proceeded to say: 

"I hardly suppose it is necessary to controvert the idea before 
the people of 'Vest Virginia, that the Richmond Legislature since 
the 17th day of April, 1861, was the true and rightful Legis1ature 
of Virginia. Traitors may think so, but loyal men cannot think so. 
Those who believe in the doctrine that a State has a right to secede 
from the Union, may be excused for entertaining such an opinion, 
but those who believe that Virginia is still in the Union, and one 
of the United States, cannot tolerate such a political heresy. 'Vhy, 
sir, those men at Richmond were rebels. They had abjured their 
allegiance to the United States and sworn to support the Constitu­
tion of the so-called Confederate States. 'rhey had levied war 
against the United States. Shall they be acknowledged as the 
rightful Legislature of Virginia? Not by me, sir, while God spares 
my life! Not by me while the old flag of my fathers floats over 
one foot of ground between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans." 

He quoted ftom the decision of the Supreme COlnt of the 
United States in the celebrated case of Luth.er vs. Borden, to 
establish the proposition that Congress having admitted 
Senators and Representatives under the government as 1'e­
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stored at Wheeling, that it- could alone be held to be the 
lawful and rightful government of Virginia; and its deCIsion 
was" binding on every other department of the govern­
ment." As to the objection that Congress was exercising 
its power in an oppressive and unconstitutional way, by re­
quiring a clause on the subject of slavery, he said that no 
law of very great importance was, perhaps, in all respects 
perfectly acceptable; the feelings and prejudices of all had 
to be consulted. 'Vhilst he would have preferred to' have 
had the State admitted under the constitution as it was 
originally framed, yet he could not hesitate; the advantages 
of" admission embarrassed by the change proposed by Con­
gress, over its total I'ejection, were so overwhelming that 
there was no apology for hesitation. He cited in opposi­
tion to the al'gument of Congressional dictation so many in­
stances wherein it had been provided by Congress in the 
admission' of States, that restrictions and qualifications had 
been imposed, that the precedents gave it the force of law, 
if it were not absolutely so in fact. In the ordinance of 
1787 for the government of the territories north-west of the 
Ohio River, slavery was absolutely forbidden therein. The 
admission of J\Iissouri was upon condition of a change 
absolute anrl impel'ative in relation to slavery. Likewise 
the State of :Michigan was admitted with imposed conditions 
py Congl'ess. 1Visconsin was admitted with explicit funda­
mental conditions in the act in relation thereto, which were 
to be complied with before it took effect. The same was 
true of Texas, and finally of Kansas. The principal objec­
tion to the measure by its opponents was, he thought, not 
because of alleged Congressional dictation, but because if 
the amendment wel'e adopted West Virginia would become 
a free State. 

This branch of the subject he discussed in the aspect it 
presented as a question of political economy; maintaining 
that slave labor ought not to be brought into competition 
with the white labor of West Virginia; that slavery was not 
adapted to the soil or climate of West Virginia, and cited. 
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copious extracts from the opinions of eminent Virginians' 
in the colonial days and earlier history of the State, to 
show that the institution everywhere was pernicious in its 
effects. He arrayed the progress of the free States of the 
Union against the inactivity and dullness pervading those 
in which slavery existed, by pertinent columns of meaning 
statistics. He declared that the separation could not injure 
Virginia in the least, and would derange no mutual interest. 
No social interest, he said, would be disturbed, because" in 
the East the tone of society is aristocratic; in the W est it 
is democratic." This latter declaration he enforced in the 
following words: 

"It was when speaking of what he called the 'peasantry' of the 
West, that Benjamin Watkins Leigh, in the constitutional conven­
tion of 1829, said that in political economy 'slaves fill exactly the 
same plac'e as the white laborers of the 'Vest. 'What real share,' 
said this illustrious representative of the aristocratic sentiment of 
Eastern Virginia, 'What real share, so far as mind is concerned, 
does any man suppose the peasantry of the West. . . can or will 
take in the affairs of State?' Yes, sir, this was the sentiment of 
the 'fidewater and Piedmont districts of the State at that time-an 
assumption of social and political superiority based on slave labor 
and slave property. Nor has this sentiment at all abated. It was 
at the bottom of the present rebellion." 

On the subject of the pro~ision relating to the debt of 
Virginia, he said that in the matter of assuming by the new 
State of a just and equitable proportion of it existing at 
the time of the ordinance of secession, "it was eminently 
right and proper"; that West Virginia would not deserve 
to be admitted into the Union on any other terms. " Any 
attempt to evade it would be dishonorable." He depre­
cated any attempt to bring the issues of party politics into 
the arena in determining this great question before and by 
the people, as it was understood the opponents of the move­
ment were seeking to do. In the spirit born of his native 
hills, and which seemed always ready to leap from his lips 
whenever the recollection of eastern domination rose up 
before him, he closed his exhaustive argument in this 
language: 
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• "Sir, I do feel that the long and chill~ nigpt of western destitu­
tion and demoralization is passing away forever; and that a new 
era is dawning upon us-an era of light and life which shall quicken 
the long dormant energies of our people, reveal and develop the 
abounding treasures everywhere hidden beneathour mountains and 
valleys, attract labor and capital and skill from every quarter of 
the land, and elevate us to that condition of moral, intellectual and 
physical prosperity and happiness which we have a right to enjoy. 
. . . . . Why should we hesitate to accept the great advantages 
before us? 'Ve have complied with every requisition of the law. 
'Ve have fulfilled every constitutional obligation. And now 
wealth, and popular education, and material and moral progress 
and development, and political equality and prosperity in every 
department of political economy, so long withheld from us, are 
all within our grasp. The' golden mOlllent' has come at last. 
I! we fail to improve it we shall deserve the degradation in which 
our folly will have forever involved us." 

The convention a~cepted the amendment, and the people 
by a popular vote ratified it. The proclamation of Presi­
dent Lincoln was the final act which admitted the people of 
West Virginia in their sovereign capacity into -the Union of 
States; which admission elates from the 20th of June, 1863. 

'Vhilst these things were taking place in Congress, Mr. 
Willey responded, as usual, to the demands upon him for 
popular addresses. On July 4, 1862, he addressed the 9Ist 
Pennsylvania Regiment at its encampment near Alexandria. 
He delivered an address at the forty-first anniversary of the 
Philadelphia Conference 1\Iissionary Society. On this occa­
sion he gave utterance to this sentiment: "To my mind the 
most sublime object under heaven ever since the fall, we 
have in the conversion of a sinner." At another meeting 
in Philadelphia about the same period he electrified his 
audien~e by his glowing oratory as he pointed out the pow­
erful influence of the Christian's Bible over men's minds in 
the righteous government of the world; and that through 
it the cause of justice and public libel·ty which the nation 
was struggling to promote must ultimately triumph, because 
it was' just; and God would never ·desert the right. The 
chronicler of, this meeting says that at this point" the en­
thusiasm of the audience boiled over and found vent in 
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fairly shouting" The Star Spangled Banner." In Decem­
ber, 1862, he delivered a missionary speech in Brooklyn; 
and again at Wesley Chapel in Washington, on the 11th of 
January, 1863. 
. On the assembling of the first Legislature of West Vir­
ginia, ~Ir. 'Villey was elected as one of its Senators in 
Congress, on the 4th day of August, 1863, on the first bal­
lot, receiving fifty votes out of sixty-eight. As illustrating 
the delicacy of his views upon the appointment to such 
high and honorable trusts, it should be said that he remained 
away from the body during the pendency of the question 
and sedulonsly avoided any personal canvass as unbecoming. 
With his colleague, the Hon. P. G. Van Winkle, of Parkers­
burg, he took his seat in the United States Senate, :Monday, 
December 7th, 1863. On drawing the lot usual under such 
circumstances, ~Ir. 'Villey drew the short term of two years. 

In January, 1864, ~Ir. Willey, by invitation, addressed a 
mass meeting at the l\Iusical Fund Hall in Brooklyn on the 
occasion of the forty-fifth anniversary of the Missionary 
Society of the ~Iethodist Episcopal Church. His address 
was thus mentioned in the organ of the society: 

"Hon. ,V. T. 'Villey, Senator from 'Vest Virginia, next addressed 
the vast audience on the material and moral result of the great 
Gospel Mission to man. I;Iis comparison of the different civiliza­
tions with Christian civilivation was a triumphant vindication of 
the divine origin of Christianity, judging it by its fruits even in 
this world. I t was not an unauthorized view of the Gospel Mission, 
but it was an unusual view, and one that required knowledge 
and power to bring it out clearly. His comparison of ancient and 
modern science, of ancient and modern literature, was as just 
as it was masterly. The whole address was a luminous com­
mentary on the first of the passage, 'Godliness is profitable unto 
all things, having the promise of the life that now is and of that 
which is to come.' " 

On the 22d of March, 1864, Mr. Willey made a speech in 
the Senate in favor of the constitutional amendment abol­
ishing ,slavery. In entire harmony with his character he is 
always found upon the side of order and precedent. He 
argued for the passage of the amendment, because it then 
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became a part of t~e organic law, which defied the turbu­
lence of the times or the sophistries of the demagogue. 
N ot~ing, he maintained, could justify a violent step outside 
of the obligations of the National Constitution: 

" But, sir. all this does not absoh'e us from the obligations of tbe' 
Constitution as It is. It is the law paramouut; and whalS08Ter may be 
our tbeoretical views reepecting slavery, ~he guarantees of the Consti­
tution must be observed while those guarantees remain a part of it. 
Slavery is an evH; but a broken, dempralized Constitution would be a 
greater evil. It is for the integrity ot' the Constitution, to re.qtore its 
power and authority, that I understand we are now waJ;.ing this terrible 
war. Its prosecution can be justified on no other consideration; and 
we shall do well to take heed to the fact that civil war, beyoad all other 
causes, is fruitful of perniciOUS and dangerous passions and antipathies, 
leading to a disregard of constitutional obligation. Tbe sectional 
oharacter of the rebelliop adds another and still more mali~nant ele­
ment to the inflammation of public sentiment ordinarily incident to 
re,'olts against the civil authority. And I: think I utter no paradox 
when I Eay further, that tbe mauifestjustice of our cause constitutes in 
itself a sonrce of danger. Justly exasperated at the wanton wickedn&ss 
of the bad men who, in seeking to overthrow our wise and benignant 
Government. have plunged the country into all the ains and sorrows by 
which we are surrounded, we are liable to be transported by a just and 
patriotic indignation beyond the limits of a lawful resentment. And 

now:it is to be (feared tbat corrupt men, demagogues, unprlnciple1 
politicians, will beEready to avail themselves·of this patriotic excite­
ment, and under the COTer And :pretext of a hol'y1:zoal for the publio 
good, seek to accomplish their own ambitious personal endl3lin de­
fiance of the law. It is in times like this when written organic laws 
become valuable. It was to meet such contingencies especially that 
our Constitution was ordained. In times of peace and harmony and 
prosperity, when there is little occasiou or temptation to do wrong, but 
little restraint is required to prevent the commission of wr:mg. 

" Now, therefore, has come the crisis when the:value of our:national 
Constitution is to be tested, and when the wisdom and foresight of its 
immortal framers are to be exemplified and consecrated in the suoceRsful 
application ofits powers and adaptations to the overthrow of its enemies 
and to the preservation oftbe public liberty. Now too

J 
has arrived the 

bour in the history of the country when those Who are intrusted witb . 
its destinies should rise to the full stature of a wise aud 10CLy states­
manship. My humble abilities and limited experience may forbid me 
trom any worthy partiCipation either in its duties or ils;honors. But, 
elr, I think I can properly conceive of what an American Senator ought. 
to be. snd of what, when I look around upon this august body, I feel 
assured he will be. in this great national trial. He wi1l:rise aboTe the 
prejudices and p88sions of tbl! hour. He will be incapable of the 
moti'Yes of· mere revenge or retaliation. No narrow sectional- inlluen-­
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,ets.:will trammel his conduct. FulJy.lnstructed by the wisdom of tll& 
past, calmly meeting the exigences of th,,'present, and profoundly com­
,prehending the bohe~ts of the future, he will march steadily forward,to 
the accomplishment of the slmple,and only lawful purpose of the war~ 
the suppression or the rebellion, tbe integrity of the Union, and the 
supremacy of the Constitution. No motive of unholy ambition will 

.warp his purpose. No thirst for blood will taint the pure aspirations 
of his patriotic heart. No eagerness to Intlict ponishment beyond what 
is essential to enforce obedience to lawful authority will prompt his 
action or deform his policy. He will disregard the idle clamors of the 
mere partisan, and scorn the angry manaces of the political zealet. 
Recognizing the (orce of the maxim that' law. ig reason without pas­
sion,' he will be dispassionate in the administration of the law." 

After declaring that such a course only could be success­
ful, and that it would" add ten-fold to every blo~v struck by 
our armies," and" appall the guilty conscience of the States 
in rebellion," and unite and consolidate all the friends of 
the Union, he said: . 

"Mr. President, I commenced' these remarks by saying tbat the 
question of African slavery could no longer be evadfld, and that it 
ought now, if pOSSible, to be finally adjusted. But how sball it be 
adjnRted? In my opinion, the most effectual metbod of accomplishing 
this result is a ..vigorous prostlcution of tbe war for tbe Buppression of 
the rebellion. I do not mean to say that the extinction of slavery 
should constitute the motive of the war. No, sir. The pnrposr. of the 
war Is and sbould be now what it was declared tt) be ~n tbe beginning; 
and that now, as theil, 'Congress, bani~hing all feeling of mere passion 
and resentment, will recollect only its duty to the whole country; that 
this war is not prosecuted on our part in any spirit of oppression, nor 
for any purpose of conquest or subjugation, nor for the purpose of Clver­
throwing or intertering with the rights or establisbed institutions of the 
States in reballion, but to defend and maintain tbe supremacy of the 
Constitution and all laws made in pursuance thereof, and to presorve 
the UniotJ with al,1 the dignity, equality, aud rights of the several 
States unimpaired; that as soon as these objects ara accomplished the 
war ought to cease.' 

"But while in the plosecution of tha war for these justifiable ends no 
constitutional right of any individual or of any State should be re­
nORnced or infringed, yet if by the necessary and lawful exeroi98 o! the 
authority and power vested in or pertaining to those to whom the con­
duct of the "ar properly belongs slavery shall be destroyed, and our 
belovad country be thus redeemed trom ' 'he everlasting ourse of hu­
man bondage,' it will bejnst oause of loY and gratitude to every patriot 
and Christian, and So far to indeullJily our country and the buman raoe 
lor the sacrifices of treasure and blood ma.de in the accomplishment or a 
result 80 beneficent. One thing is certain; the rapid and universal 
advance of our arms into the insurgent States, to which all are agreed, 
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and for Which all partic~ are urgent, must necessarily, less or more. 
obliterate sll\very wherever they go. In proportion as we succeed in 
redeeming the insurgent States flom U1A \hra!;uom of the rebellion, 
aimost in the same proportion will they be reJeaseu from the thralldom 
of slavery. My own State is an example. When the Joyal sentiment 
was left free to act it abolisbed slavery..•.•• 

"Every great victory obtained in the field is of more practical value 
than a thousand procl~mations of emancipatiolJ, and whole volumes ot 

aClS of confiscation. It is war, sir, stern war, aud not words. which 
shall put down the reuel1ion; ana in ).'lroportion as we successfully 
prosecuto tbe war, and so put down the rebellion, iu tbe same propor­
tion will Slavery be put down. Its political power is even now forever 
annihilated. Ana SIr, a Jew more victories will place slavery in a con­
dition where it will he just and expedient to inaugnrate the only wise 
anu competent measure for its extinction. Wbat is that measure? 

"The Committee on the Judiciary have reporteJ a proposed dmeno­
ment of the Constitution prohibiting slavery. Tbis, in my opinion, is 
the true solution of the question. It is conclusive, it is final; and, 
moreover. it conforms to the requirercents of the Constitution. It 
works out this great result in the modo prescribed by tbe Constitu­
tion. It a('complisbes its purpose directly and lawfully, and thus avoids 
aU those indirect. partial, and questionable, if not unlawful expedients 
which have been propased.••.•• 

"Sir, I believe thii'l amendment of our Constitution is demanded, 
eitber now or soon hereafter, by twer.v principle otju!!tice and by eTery 
consideration of expediency; hy the bistory of the past, by the woes of 
the present, and by the hopes oft11e future; bv the blood of onr fellow­
citizens sacrificed on the altar ot their country in ,lerense of the Union; 
by our defeats at Bull Run and at the Chickahominr; by our victories 
at Antietam, at Gettysburg, and at Cbattanoo~a; by the millions of our 
na tional debt; by the burdens of Federal taxation; by the genius or 
Our A merican liberty; by the spirit of onr Ohristianity; by our love of 
freedom; by onr hatred of tyranny, and by tbe voice of the people, 
whIch. in this instance, is the voice of 90d." 

Of this effort Forney's TTaskington Ckronicle said: "The 
speech of Senator Willey was ind~ed an effort of command­
ing ability, and will long be remembered and profitably read 
by patriotic men." Mr. Willey voted for the amendment on 
its final passage. ' 

In May, 1864, Mr. Willey ac1dressed the Laymen's Con­
vention, assembled at Philadelphia, for the purpose of con­
sidering the propriety and expediency of admitting lay 
delegates into the legislative councils of the M. E. Church. 
Of this address Tlw .llfetlwdist, of New York, said that "it 
was a notabl~ feature of the convention." In September 
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following he delivered the annual address before the Union 
and Philomathean societies of Waynesburg (Penn.) College. 
And during the same fall he canvassed a large part of the 
new State for the Republican Presidential ticket of Lincoln 
and Johnson. 

January 31, 1865, he was again elected to the Senate; 
this time for six years; being the only person nominated in 
either branch of the Legislature, and receiving fifty-three 
out of sixty-nine votes. 

The bill coming up on the 27th of June, 1866, to extend 
the right of suffrage to negroes in the District of Columbia, 
Mr. "Villey offered an amendment confining' the right to 
such as could read and who could write their names, and in 
support of his view made a speech which was published in 
pamphlet form. He took an active part in the gubel'nato­
rial campaign that fall in this State, at which Gov. A. I. 
Boreman was again elected, having been previously chosen 
the first Governor of West Virginia. The following winter, 
in connection with the lamented President Garfield, he 
addressed, by special invitation, the meeting of the mana­
gers and il..iends of" The Protestant Orphan Asylum," at 
the Thirteenth Street Baptist Church in 'Vashington. 

In March, 1867, by invitation, he addressed the Sabbath­
school Association of the Philadelphia Conference at its 
anniversary, held at Han'isburg, on the subject of" The 
Relation of the Sabbath-school to the 'Velfare of the State.v 

The following year he threw himself with all his fervor 
into the presidential canvass which resulted in the first 
election of Gen. U. S. Grant. After this election he was 
suggested in several papers, among others by The 1fTlweling 
Intelligencer, as a proper person for a cabinet position. 

Among other questions which excited great attention 
about this period, was that of compensation to southern 
loyalists for their private property taken for public use 
owing to the late rebellion. In March, 1870, Mr. Willey 
made a speech upon the subject, in favor of compensation. 

In the spring of 1870, Mr. Willey introduced a bill into 
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the Senate, for a. division of the proceeds of the sales of 
the public lands among the several states, for educational 
purposes. In this he was the pioneer of all the movements 
that have since been made in this direction. He addressed 
the Senate on the subject on the 26th of April, 1871, in 
some carefully prepared remarks, which are replete with 
ripe statesmanship and most valuable suggestions. He 
maintained that the duty of the hour required. that the 
mass of newly enfranchised persons upon whom the mantle 
of citizenship had been cast by events growing out of the 
war, should be prepared for an intelligent exercise of their 
newly acquired rights. He said: 

"The education of this race LAfrlcanJ so as to enable them to prop­
erly assume and to discharge the responsibilities and duties which 
we have imposed upon them is a matter of the highest obligation 
due from us to them. They have a right to demand it. Their ig­
norance is no fault of theirs. Their emancipation was our act. 
We are responsible for their ignorance; we are responsible for their 
enfranchisement; and, therefore, it is our duty to qualify them to 
meet the demands of the position in which we have placed them. 
And in this as in all matters of justice and right, it will be found 
that duty and interest are in harmony. By the Thirteenth Amend­
ment we made the African race in this country freedmen. By the 
Fifteenth Amendment they were nominally made freemen; but 
they can never be freemen in fact until they are elevated above the 
ignorance and demoralization of slavery, where enfranchisement 
found them. He only is truly enfranchised who votes intelligently 
as well as freely. Ignorance is not only the 'mother of supersti­

etion'; it is the parent of vice, the toy of demagogues and the tool 
of tyrants..... 

"Those of us who are now congratulating ourselves that the ad­
vancing column of liberty and progress has been strengthened and 
reinforced by this new accession of suffrage may live to deplore 
our mistake unless speedy measures are adopted for the education 
and enlightenment of these recruits of freedom. Gratitude to their 
benefactors and the hatred of their enemies may bind them to us 
for a season; but the former will become weakened as the cause of 
it becomes more remote in the past, and when the passions of the 
latter subside, policy will suggest that more can be accomplished 
by using them for party and sinister purposes than by persecuting 
them." 

But it. was not alone from the ignorance of the African 
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race that dangers were to be feared. Mr. Willey showed 
that there were 467,023 white voters, according to the cen­
sus of 1860, who could neither read nor write. He thought 
the policy of American statesmen looked too much to the 
development of the exclusively materialistic-the physical 
resources of the nation. These, he said, were not the only~ 
indeed not the principal, elements of national welfare. The 
true statesman and the wise political economist look more 
to the intellectual and moral. Here they find the only safe 
principles which must underlie all abiding national pros­
perity and glory. l\'Ioreover, looking only to the develop­
ment and advancement of material interests, it was demon­
strated that the general education of the people would be 
the most efficient an9. reliable basis of success. A philo­
sophic contemplation of the future of the country must 
inspire the gravest apprehensions in the mind of every 
thoughtful patriot. The territory of the Nation was ex­
panding. Already every variety of climate, from the 
borders of the frigid zone almost to the tropic, was included 
in the realm..History, physiology, pl~ilosophy, admonished 
of the effects of climate on the character, habits, passions, 
if not indeed on the opinions of men. There was a vast 
diversity of economical interests that would be constantly 
engendering internal~ntagon~sms of policy. Differences of 
I'ace and language and the discords of heterogeneous civili­
zation introduced by the large influx of foreign immigration, 
would multiply the disturbing influences likely to agitate 
the country. The European and Mrican were already here, 
and Asia was beginning to pour her herds upon the Pacific 
Coast. 

"By what agency can we hope to assimilate these diverse ele­
ments of society so as to secure a harmonious political unity 'I Our 
great and multiplying facilities for commercial and social inter­
COurse will accomplish much in this direction; but universal edu­
cation will do more. Ignorance is always provincial; intelligence 
is national. Ignorance is always sectional; intelligence is catholic. 
Popular ignorance is the parent of local prejudices. It is inca­
pable of an enlarged patriotism. It can not comprehe~d the 

14 
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general welfare. It will be in the future, as it has been in the 
past, the instrument of demagogues and disappointed ambition, to 
organize sectional hostility Jtgainst the nat,onal Government.... 

"'Vhat objection can there be to the application.of the people's 
domain to the people's education? In what mannel' could it be 
more beneficially used? and for a purpose so' vital to the ~ublic 
welfare why may we not resort to other sources for means, if it be 
necessary, to accomplish the object? 'Ve do not hesitate to grant 
millions of the public lands for the construction 'of railways across 
the 'Vestern States and across the Continent. Abating the 
extravagance which sometimes, as I think, ch~racterizes our liber­
ality in this respect, tending to enrich private corporations and 
pamper great monopolies far above what is necessary to build 
these great works, no lUan rejoices more in their construction than 
I do. I~et them be made. Let them bind the nation from ocean to 
ocean in the strong bonds of commercial interest and social inter­
course. Let them utilize the immeasurable physical resources of 
the country, and speed our progress in all the departments of 
the material power and prosperity of the nation. But this is not 
enough. 'rhere remains a higher duty for us and a higher destiny 
for the people. If we would fill up the full measure of the National 
welfare, we must send the school-master along with the engineer; 
we must encircle the continent with school-houses as well as rail­
roads. Sir, there are richer mines in the intellect of the people 
than in the quartz mountains of California or the silver-bearing 
lodes of the Nevadas. The former must be developed as well as 
the latter, else our material wealth may become our greatest peril 
and the true grandeur and glory of the Republic will remain 
incomplete. And, thel'efore, I repeat the inquiry, why should we 
not set apart the proceeds of the sales of the public lands for the 
promotion of the people's education? 

" If it be alleged that the burden of the public debt would be 
increased by such an application of the land sales, let me answer 
that the greatest burden which the country carries to-day is the 
ignorance of so large a proportion of the people, involving so many 
disadvantages and so much detriment to the public welfare. Edu-. 
cation is the most productive source of revenue. Intelligent indus­
try is the most remunerative capital of any nation. It is the highest 
element of it. prosperous political economy. 'Vhere do we find the 
most fruitful fields of our present immense national revenues? 
answer, on the barren soils and amid the inhospitable climate of, 
the New England States. The reason of this is found in the effi­
cient school system and consequent general intelligence of the peo­
ple of those States. 

"If any question should be raised as to the power of Congress 
to dispose of the pl'oceeds of the sale of the public lands for the 
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purposes indicated, I suppose it would be a sufficient answer to say 
that these lands belong to the whole people of the United States, 
and any use of them which would enure to the benefit of the whole 
people alike, would be Inore warrantable and far more equita­
ble than the prevailing policy of surrendering them to private 
individuals and rich monopolies, oftentimes with little benefit to 
the public. . . . Besides, what are the police powers of the nation? 
May we not pass laws to preserve the peace, to maintain order. to 
enforce the laws, to prev-ent crime and immorality? And then, 
there is the supreme law, the public safety. And is not universal 
education essential to these ends? Can liberty endure without it? 
Is it not indispensable to the life and perpetuity of the Nation? 
Does it not involve the supreme good of the Nation? 

This speech, which was, as we have said, the pioneer in 
this direction, attracted much attention from the tllOughtfnl 
who heard and read it.. TILe Boston Journal spoke of it at 
some length, concluding as follows: "When Mr. Willey 
concluded he received the hearty congratulations of ~Ir. 

Sumner and others, who had listened to him with evident 
interest and profit." 

In July, 1870, Mr. Willey delivered the annual oration 
before the societies of Wes]eyan University, Middletown, 
Connecticut. This effort was most highly commended by 
several of the distinguished persons who were present. At 
the solicitation of the Central Executive Committe of the 
Republican party, he canvassed the State in the fall of this 
year. It was in this campaign that the politi{'al scale in 
West Vir~ia turned, which pending event 1\11'. Willey 
inti~ated to his political allies soon after he entered the 
field. 

His Senatorial life ended 1\Iarch 3, 1871, his term expiring 
at 3 o'clock P. M. on that day. During Mr. Willey's Sena­
torial career it can be said, in genm'al terms, that he cordi­
ally supported the general policy of the Republican party. 
Especially is this so on all questions relating to the sup­
pression of the Rebellion. With him this wAs a duty pa­
triotically and religiously paramount to all others. 1Yhen 
the questions were simply of a judicial character, he voted 
against the majority if his judgment so dictated. The no­
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table instances in which he differed from his political 
friends in this class of cases, were on the resolution to ex­
pel Senator Bright, of Indiana; and on the light of Senator 
Stockton, of New Jersey, to retain his seat. Whilst in the 
Senate he was a member of the Committee on Pensions; 
District of Columbia; Naval Affairs; on Claims; and for 
several years was chairman of the Committee on Patents 
and Patent Office. The standing of Mr. Willey among his 
fellow Senators was highly creditable to his State, and grati­
fying to his sense of personal pride. His urbane manners 
made him a favorite with partisan friends and foes alike. 
1;Iis integrity of character won the esteem of all, for his 
views, however variant from others, were never expressed 
in a manner designed to evince any other than an honest 
purpose to arrive at the very truth. His scholarly acquire­
ments and research made him early a man of mark in a. 
body so remarkable for eminence in knowledg~,and learning. 
No better conception 'of his position can be advanced 
than that drawn by the skillful genius of one who was a. 
member of the House of Representatives during the period 
of his senatorial life, who subsequently became a Senator 
and Cabinet minister, and whose career is a very important 
factor in the history of the Nation. In a conversation with 
the writer he remarked that Mr. Willey was a member of 
that small circle of persons who in every deliberative body 
are known and recognized as wise 'men; and are consulted 
in matters of great moment for their safe and discreet 
counsel. 

Once again, after a stormy and laborious era, Mr. Willey 
is in the private walks of life. He resumed the practice of 
his profession immediately on his return home in March, 
1871. He for the second time delivered the address at the 
decoration of the soldiers' graves at Morgantown, on the 

. 30th of MaY'of the same year. In June following, he read 
an elaborate paper before the Historical Society of West 
Virginia on the Geographical History of Monongalia 
County. In July of the same year, he wrote a series of 
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articles to The West Virginian at Fairmont, at the request 
of the editor, opposing the call for a convention to amend 
the Constitution of the State. 

The convention was called by a popular vote, and, with­
out his solicitation, he was called by the people of his 
county to represent them therein. He took no very active 
part in its deliberations, but maintained a dignified and 
watchful interest in all the proceedings. When the Com­
mittee on Taxation and Finance reported to the body the 
provisions as now found in sections five and six of Article X 
of the Constitution, and these had been adopted in commit­
tee of the whole, Mr. Willey not deeming them sufficiently 
explicit on the subject of the unsettled financial status ex­
isting between the States of Virginia and West Virginia, 
offered to amend the report by adding thereto as an ad­
ditional section to the Article the following: 

"An equitable proportion of the public debt of the Common­
wealth of Virginia, prior to the first day of January, in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-one, shall be assumed by 
this State; and the Legislature shall ascertain the same as soon as 
may be practicable, and provide for the payment thereof." 

This was the clause in the Constitution of 1863, under 
which the State had been admitted into the Union, and 1\Ir. 
Willey strenously maintained that a sense of fairness and 
political integrity required the people 9f the State to retain 
and fully recognize this obligatory provision. The amend­
ment was rejected by a vote of twenty ayes to forty-six noes. 

When the report of the Committee on Bill of Rights and 
Elections was under consideration, he moved to amend the 
amendment of the committee of the whole by inserting at 
the end of section sixteen which, as reported, closed thus: 
"The people of this State have the i!lherent, sole and 
exclusive right of regulating the internal goyernment and. 
police thereof," these wOl'ds: "But evory citizen of the 
State owes paramount allegiance to the government of the 
United States." This Amendment wa.s also rejected, by a 
vote of seven to fifty-six. 
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The convention did not complete its work and adjourn 
until the 9th day of April, 1872, but Mr. Willey, being in 
delicate health, asked leave of absence for the remainder of 
the session on the 30th of }Iarch previous, which was 
reluctantly but unanimously granted. He then arose and 
in a very impressive manner addressed the body as follows: 

U Mr. President, after consultation with my political friends and 
associates in tllis body, I have their unanimous concurrence in of­
fering the resolutions which I shall presently' send to the chair. 
:Before doing so, however, I beg to be indulged in submitting a. 
remark or two. . 

H The authority of the United States Government is now restored 
and recognized in every state in the Union. Every vestige of or­
ganized and armed resistance to it has been destroyed; and from 
the lakes to the gulf-from the Atlantic to the Pacific-its laws and 
its officers have 'unobstructed operation. The great fundamental 
principles claimed to be necessary to consolidate, secure and per­
petuate its authority, have been incorporated in the National Con­
stitution, and are everywhere acknowledged as the supreme law of 
the land. This Convention has inserted such an acknowledgement 
in the instrument which it is proposed to submit to the people of 
this State as their organic law. The organization of the State 
itself has been accepted as valid; and every gentleman on this 
floor stands pledged to its integrity. Moreover, in the language of 
the President of the United States, in his late annual message,­

" ':More than six years having elapsed since the last hostile gun was fired between 
the armIes then arrayed agaInst each other-one for the perpetuation, the other fot 
the destruction of the UnIon-It may well be consIdered whether it is not now time 
that the dIsab1l1t1es Imposed by the Fourteenth Amendmend should be removed. 
That amendment does not exclude the ballot, but only imposes the dlsab1l1ty to 
hold offices upon certain classes. When the purIty of the ballot is secure, majorIties 
are sure to elect officers rellecting the vIews of the majorIty. I do not sae the advan­
tage or proprIety of excludIng men from office merely because they were before the 
rebeIl10n of standIng and character sutllclent to be elected to positIons requirIng them 
to take oaths to support the Constitution, and admItting to el1glb1l1ty those en­
tertaining preflsely the same Views, but of l~s standing in their communltles.' 

"Influenced by such considerations, the popular branch of the 
Nationallegislature has, on several occasions, passed amnesty bills 
less or more general in their terms and character; some of which 
are now on the calendar of the United States Senate awaiting con­
sideration. ' 

"Mr. President, the.past cannot be recalled; it has gone into the 
province of history, by whose impartial record all men and all par­
ties must ultimately abide. 'Vhile we may not wisely reject the 
lessons it would teach to all thoughtful men, yet our especial duties 
and responsibilities relate to the present and the future. :But the 
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interests of neither the present nor the future will be promoted by 
cherishing needless animosities, personal or political. For myself, 
I desire to see all the causes of such strife removed-forever re­
moved. Sir, I love peace and those moral and intellectual achieve­
ments which can be accomplished only in times of peace. I abhor 
war and all its inseperable atrocities; and to-day and here, on the 
eve of sundering those personal and social relations "lith the lllem: 
bers of this body, which, although they have been brief, have been 
uniformlycordial and kind, I can and do, with the deepest sincerity 
of heart, repeat the language put by Shakespeare into the mouth of 
lfenry IV. of England: 

" , No more the thirsty entrance or thIs sol1 
Shall daub her Ups with her own children's blood i 
No more shall trenching war channel her fields, 
Nor bruIse her fiowerets with the armed hoofs 
or hostlle paces: tho~e opposed eles, 
WhiCh, l1ke the meteors or a troubled heaven, 
All ot one nature, ot one substance bred­
Did lately meet In the intestine shock 
And turIous close ot civil butchery, 
Shall now in mutual well-beseeming ranks, 
~larch all one-Way; and be no more opposed 
AgaInst kindred, and alUes ; 
The edge ot war, like an 111 sheathed knIte, 
No more shall cut his master.' 

"In all free governments, political parties are inevitable; perhaps 
they are necessary. Properly controlled, they contribute to the 
public welfare; unregulated by reason and patriotism, they will 
again, as they have done in time past, lead to th~ direst calamities. 

"Mr. President and gentlemen of the Convention, henceforth let 
our only strife be the noble emulation of the statesman, seeking 
who can best promote the peace and advance the prosperity of our 
beloved young State, and of oilr common country. I now perform 
what I have no doubt will be my last act of public life, in offering 
the resolutions which I send to the chair : 

"Resolved, That in the opinion of this convention, without dis­
tinction of parties, the time has come when it woulU be wise and 
judicious that all political disabilities growing out of any connec­
tion with the late civil war should cease in 'Vest Virginia; and our 
Senators and Representatives in the Congress of the United States 
are hereby requested to use their influence in securing the passage 
of an act of Congress removing all such disabilities. 

"Resolved, That copies of the foregoing resolution, with the 
ayes and noes recorded in the vote thereon, be transmitted by the 
President of this Convention, to our Senators and Representatives 
in Congress, to be. laid before the H~uses to which they respect­
ively belong." 

The resolutions were unanimously adopted. 
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The remarks and the resolutions are entirely in accord 
with the magnanimity of Mr. Willey's character, and were 
a fitting close to a career of great activity in a field in which 
the fiercest human passions had been stirred, and had been 
allayed in blood, but over which the sense of duty which 
fills the superior mind was the guiding star, although tears 
might be shed during its exercise. 

Although practi~ally retired from the political arena, Mr. 
Willey was induced by the CentraI'Committe of his party 
to take some part in the Presidential campaign of 1872, 
making several speeches at prominent points in the State. 
He was nominated for Congress. at the Cranberry conven­
tion in 1874, against his express will, and declined. During 
the following years, until 1876, he was busily engaged in the 
practice of his profession in Monongalia and surrounding 
counties. He did not, however, relinquish his literary la­
bors and studies, but' delivered addresses before religious 
and other bodies on various subjects; his chief lectures 
being "Wesleyan Hymnology vel'8U8 Doggerel"; and. his 
sketch of the life of Philip Doddridge, his law preceptor, 
before the West. Virginia Historical Society. 

In 1876, he was a delegate to the National Republican 
Convention at Cincinnati, and was chairman of the delega­
tion from his State. He voted steadily and to the end for 
the nomination of the Hon. James G. Blaine of l\iaine. He 
subsequently took a part in the canvass which resulted in 
the election of President R. B. Hayes. 

In the same year he was appointed one of the six ~aymen 
by the Board of Bishops of the M. E. Church, to act in 
conjunction with six ministers, to confer with other Metho­
dist churches concerning questions of frateI'Ility and union. 

In 1878, he delivered the fourth in the series of lectures 
at the West Virginia University, his subject being" The 
Relation of Law to Civil Liberty"; which he subseque~tly 
repeated by request before the Philomathean Society at 
Kingwood. . 

In May of the same year, he delivered the address on 
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Decoration-day at the Grafton National Cemetery. He 
was a delegate to the General Conference of the M. E: 
Church which met at Cincinnati in 1880, and spent the 
month of May attending its sessions. He participated in 
the discussions pertaining to the report of the Cape May 
commission, which had reported an adjustment of the con­
1licting claims of the M. E. Church and the M. E. Church 
South, in relation to the church property in the South. He 
insisted upon the maintenance of the terms of the agree­
ment made by the commission on behalf of the Church, as 
a matter of good faith, and because a repudiation of it 
would re-open the questions of strife and bitterness. His 
remarks were received with profound attention and gratifi­
cation. He was a member of a committee of the legislative 
department which was charged with the duty of submitting 
a plan for two distinct houses of the General Conference, 
composed respectively of ministerial and lay delegates. He 
was in charge. of the report in the body, and the plan, al­
though defeated, received a large vote. He maintained that 
Sooner or later its adoption was inevitable. 

He again took part in political affairs to a limited extent 
during the campaign of 1880. His friends thought that he 
never appeared to a better advantage than during this can­
vass. His wisdom was ripened into the fullest maturity of 
his powers, and although singularly free from selfishness in 
the sincerity of his opinions all his life, he seemed to be 
wholly absolved from any interest in the pending events save 
that of a high patriotic resolve for his country's welfare. This 
purpose made his speeches interesting to all parties, and, as 
they breathed a pure purpose, however their sentiments 
might be disapproved, and were free from the acrimonious 
tone too often heard in the heat of the canvass, they were 
1istened to with most respectful attention by the opposition, 
and with warm admiration by his allies. . 

In May, 1881, by special .request, he made the inaugural 
address at the opening of the Lincoln Club in Wheeling. 

In August, 1882, he addressed the Teachers' Institute of 
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Monongalia County on the subject of "National Aid for 
Public Schools," which was published by request. 

On the death of Capt. Wm. S. Cobun, Clerk of the County 
Court of Monongalia County, Mr. Willey was appointed to 
the vacancy, in November, 1882, which position he still holds. 

It is impossible in the limits assigned to this sketch to 
give even a synopsis of all of ]\tIro Willey's efforts and works 
in the various spheres which he has filled. Those hereto­
fore given have been included with a view to indicate his 
position on current events, and to illustrate them, rather 
than as specimens of his style. He was a frequent con­
tributor to public journals and reviews, both religious and 
political, and wielded always a graceful and able pen. 

Of Mr. ",Villey's oratorical powers it can be said they are 
of no ordinary chara.cter. They are best shown, perhaps, 
in. some of his unstudied bursts of eloquence in advocacy 
at the bar. On such occasions, the sweep of hi's power 
seems utterly irresistible as the electric cun'ent can almost 
be seen to scintillate from the tip of his long, bony finger, 
and his high genius illumes his kindling eye. His triumphs 
at the bar are scattered over a period of a half century, and 
would alone furnish material for an interesting volume. 
His reasoning powers are distinguished more for breadth of 
analysis than subtlety or acuteness; hence, he is not so well 
known in the ranks of the special pleaders. He under­
stands more of the philosophy of the law, than the mere 
forms by which it is too often made successful in its 
practice by men of less culture and intellect. 

As a statesman his record, so imperfectly sketched here, 
is before his countrymen. Whilst in the Senate of the 
United States, he did not fill so large a place in the public 
eye, or occupy so much space in the public prints, as many 
others, yet it is believed that his fame will be in comparison, 
like the silent, colorless rock at the foot of the nodding, 
waving monarch of 'the forest, enduring when the winds 
shall have ceased to rustle through its branches and its 
trunk will have returned to native mould. 
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In the sphere of citizenship, Mr. Willey has ever been 
held in high esteem by his fellow-men. He has partici­
pated in all the public enterprises in which the community 
has engaged, and has en~oyed the confidence of all for his 
discretion and sterling integrity. His reputation for prob­
ity in public and private life is as unsullied as the new­
fallen snow. Through his church relationship his name has 
become familiar to thousands of the homes of the land as 
the synonym for purity and exalted Christian character. 
His friendships are firm and unselfish. But in no manner 
will his memory be perpetuated in the future more signally 
or with more lasting certainty, "than through the influence 
of a lofty example, exhibiting all the noble qualities that 
enter into tlte composition of a character which combines a. 
just 'pride without ostentation, candor without dissimula­
tion, humility without affectation, learning without vanity, 
generosity without selfishness and truth without fear. All 
of these elements a:r:e the environments of his daily existence 
and are the lessons of his life, and 

"Bespeak the good man who acts out the whole­
The whole ?f all he knows of high and true." 
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CHAPTER XV. 

PHYSICAL HISTORY. 

Geography of the County-Cheat River Canon Views-Geology, 
Structural and Economic-Palreontology-Carboniferous Fos­
sils-Botany-Zoology. 

MONONGALIA COUNTY* is bounded on the north by the 

State of Pennsylvania, from which it is separated by the 

celebrated Mason and Dixon line; on the east, Che,stnut 

Ridge forms its mountain-wall boundary against Preston 

County; on the south it is bounded by Marion County, 

from which it is partly separated by a pqrtion of Whi~ 
Day Creek, and on the west it is separated from Wetzel: 

County by the dividing ridge between the waters of the 

Ohio and Monongahela rivers. In shape the county is 

irregular: the width from north to south varies from twelve 

to twenty miles; and the length, east and west, being nearly 

f~rty miles. As there is no survey on record, to be found, 

of its present boundary. lines, either county or district, 

nothing but an estimated area can be given, which will be 

found in another part of this work. 

The county is drained by the Monongahela River System, 

comprising the said ~ver, its numerous creek tributaries, 

• Albert G. D~vts, in a speech In the House ot Delegates ot V1rg1nta, March 2, 1858, 
bounded and descrlbed the county as tollows: "We are bounded on the north by the 
Fennsylvanta Hne, on the south by Marlon County, on the east by Preston, on the west 
by Wetzel, and we are bounded above by the clear brlght heavens. We have a tenue 
soiL We are ashamed to beg and afra1!1 to steal, and we can Uve Without publlC ald." 
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-and its adjunct Cheat River System. The Monongahe1a 
River divides the county into two unequal portions; the 
eastern or smaller, and the western or larger. 

West Virginia has been divided topographically into two 
regions, styled the HILLY REGION and the MOUNTAIN REGION. 
Monongalia is included in the former, commencing at 'the 
Chestnut Ridge (erroneously called Laurel Hill) and ex­
tending westward to the Ohio River. This region is com­
posed of a "vast multitude of hills," some flat-topped, 
others almost rising up into mountains; and all carved out 
in no regular order by streams flowing" to every quarter of 
the compass," but which finally make: their way westward, 
or north-westward into the Ohio. Rains and running 
streams for untold centuries have been 'cutting down 
through "gently sloping, and often almost horizontal 
strata," carving out the great sea of hills we see to-day, 
swelling from the mountain to the river, and which con­
stitutes a grand panoramic picture when viewed from the 
many favorable points in Monongalia along the crest of the 
Ches~nut Ridge. A small portion of the Mountain ~egion 
falls in Monongalia-that portion of her territory embraced 
in the western slope of Chestnut Ridge from base to crest­
line. Here the wild, impetuous Cheat has sundered the 
great arch of the mountain and cut down over twelve hun­
dred feet through solid rock fo;r itself a passage way known 
'to-day as the" Cheat River Canon," justly famed for its 
wild, strange beauty and grand and magnificent scenery. 
On this canon are two Cheat River views called respectively 
(( Brock's View" (in honor of Dr. H. W. Brock, who first 
called public attention to its attractions), and" Hanging 

,4Cliff" (so named by Prof. I. C. White). The first is on the 

west side of the river, and the other is on the east side. 
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The scenery of these views can scarcely be surpassed by 
anything east of the Mississippi River. ,The widest range 
of scenery is at "Brock's View," where" that wild, sublime, 
unique panoramic scene ·of river and mountain, rock and 
forest," needs but once to be seen to be never forgotten. 
The grandest, canon-picture is revealed from "Hanging 
Cliff." The woodman's ax has already invaded"and if not 
restrained, in a few years will despoil this beautiful ,scenery 
of its grandest attractions. The gap of Decker's Creek 
through Chestnut Ridge, while lacking the necessary pro­
portions of a canon, yet possesses a wild and picturesque 
scenery of no common interest. 

GEOLOGY.* 

The anticlinal axis of Laurel Hill pa!?sing from northeast 
to southwest through the eastern portion of the county 
brings to view, as capping the mountain, the great conglom­
e~ate, and toward the bottom of the gaps made by Cheat 
River and Decker's Creek, the triple series of the lower 

carboniferous is f:ully exposed. The conglomerate is sJc­
ceeded by the coal measures, which, as in the bituminous 
coal field of Pennsylvania, seem to be divided naturally into 
four groups, the first, or lower coal group, resting directly 
upon the co.nglomerate, and l'eaching to the Mahoning 
sandstone; the second, or Lower Barren group, reaching to 
the Pittsburgh coal; the third, or upper coal group, begin­
ning with the Pittsburgh and closing with our Waynesburg 

• For the rest of this chapter the author 18 la~l.y Indebted to "A Geological 
ExamInation of Monongalia county, West VIrg1n1a, by John J. Stevenson, PH. D., 
Professor of Chemistry and Natuml History, In West VIrginIa University," which was 
publiShed as an appendIx to the "ThIrd Annual Report of the Board of Regents of 
West V1rg1n1a Un1versIty, for the year 1870." , 
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coal; the fourth or Upper Barren, group, including all be­
yond the last named coal. Yet the division seems to be 
made better at the Pittsburgh coal, being more convenient 
and more in accordance with the distl'ibution of the fossils 
obtained. 

~he main line of section extends from a point on Decker's 
Creek, two miles above Hagedorn's 1\Iill, along Decker's 
Creek to its mouth, at J\'Iorgantown, along the l\Ionongahela 
to the mouth of Scott's Run, and up the run to a point 
nearly one mile above Cassville, thus including only the 

eastern third of the county, which, however, contains nearly 
all that is of interest, economically or scientifically. Local 
sections have been made on Cheat River, Booth's and White 
Day creeks, as well as on several ot the smaller streams. 

The lower carboniferous rocks are visible, as a whole, at 
only two localities, the gaps in Laurel Hill, made by Cheat 
River and Decker's Creek. The formation here assu~es a 
three-fold char~cter: at the bottom, sandstones; in the 
middle, limestone; and on the top, red or olive shales. 
The sandstones are not well exposed. T~e limestone is 
not a homogeneous mass, but is divided by calcareous shales, 

into numerous layers, or possibly into independent strata. 
It appears to be fossiliferous throughout. 

This group sinks under Cheat River, about one mile and 
a half above Ice's Ferry. Its thickness above that point is 

about ninety feet. On Decker's Creek it seems to be some­
what more. The shales, as in Pennsylvania, include several 
veins of iron ores, very pure and in large quantities. 

The conglomerate formation consists mainly of sand­
stones, varying in grain and color, and shales mostly arena­
ceous. Several deposits of iron ore occur. The succession 
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of strata ~s shown by a boring made near Hagedorn's Mill, 
on Decker's Creek, is as follows: 

Feet. In. 

1s11. Hard sandstone, with seams of iron ore ............•.....•...... 22 4 

2d. Shales.......................................................... .................. 2 8 

3rd. Sandstone with carbonaceous matter ............................ 12 8 

4th. Shales....... ..................... ... ............ ............ ........ ... ....... ... 1 8 

5th. Sandstone, white....................... ...... ............ ............ ...... 9 0 

6th. Sandstone, black................. ............ ... ............... ............ 18 0 

7th. Sandstone, gray, course ................................................ 14 0 

8th. Shales, black................................................................. 16 6 

9th. Conglomerate, white, with quartz pebbles..........-......... 13 0 


10th. Shales, red and blue...................................................... 10 10 

11th. Sandstone, blue, fine .................................... -................ 23 6 

12th. Sandstolle, white, fine .................................................... 25 6 

13th. Shales, dark, ,vith iron...... ..... ...... . ...... ..................... .... 6 0 

14th. Sandstone, blue, fine, very hard.................................... 18 0 

15th. Sandstone, gray, very hard .......................................... 15 0 


Total nunlber of feet...................................................208 00 


If we may trust the records of boring made west of the 
Monongahela, which, however, seems to have been made 
carelessly, the shales are not persistent, for the succession, 
as given, is as follows: 

1st. Sandstone, white, very hard. 9th. Sandstone, black and very 

2d. Sandstone, blue, very hard. coarse. 

3d. Sandstone, white, very hard. 10th. Sandstone, white, very hard. 

4th. Sandstone, blue, softer. 11th. Sandstone, white, coarse. 

5th. Sandstone, white, fine. 12th. Sandstone, white. 

6th. Sandstone, white, coarse. 13th. Sandstone, blue, fine hard. 


Depth, 218 feet. 14th. Sandstone, white. 
7th. Sandstone, blue, very hard. 15th. Sandstone, dark, and very 
8th. Sandstone, white coarse. coarse. 

The total thickness of the formation is between 350 and 
400 feet. On Cheat it disappears near Ley's Mill, and on 
Decker's Creek near Guseman's Bridge. 

LOWER COAL MEASURES.-l. Shales.-Argilla.ceous, of 
yellowish gray color. These shales contain an impure pr~to­
carbonate of iron, known to the older residents as the 
Stratford ore. This is found in two layers, the lower about 
one foot thick and quite persistent, the upper very irregn­
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~~.rr A se~I!l of coal a1;Jout four inches thick, lies near the 
~iddle' of the ~haie. Thi~imess, ten fe~t: '-, 

3~ Ooal No; L A.-Thickness, one foot, but of very fair 
qua~ty.. Observed op. Decker's Creek, about 200 feet below 
<j~seman's Bridge. 

~. 8an~s~one.-Thic)mess, four feet. For the most part 
very light gray, fine grained and compact. The light col­
ored portions split readily into flags, which are good for 
furnace nearths. 

4. Ooal No. L B.-Thickness, one foot eight inches. 
~our thin seams, separated by thin bands of shale. 

5. Shalea.-Thickness, about twenty-five feet. Brown 
colored and argillaceous and contains nodules of iron ore 
which are of little value. 

6. Sandstone.-Thickness, from twenty-five to thirty feet. 
This is the Tionesta sandstone of Pennsylvania. Coarse, 
silicious, gray, passing from a conglomerate to a compara­
tively fine sandstone. A thin seam of coal, three "Or four 
inches thick, was struck in this stratum. 

7. Shales.-Thickness, fifteen feet. 
S. Ooal No. IL-Brookville coal, of H. D. Rogers. 

Thickness, rarely exceeding two feet. It is friable and well 
adapted to smiths~ use. The coal is frequently of the irised 
or peacock variety. 

9. Flaggy ~andstones and Sltales.-Thickness, not far 
from thirty feet. 

10. Ooal No. III.-Clarion Coal, of Rogers. Thickness 
as given, three and,one-half to four feet. Old miners say that 
the coal bears a str~ng resemblance to cannel. It disap­
l?ears under the creek, about two miles below the furnace. 

11. Shales.-Thickness between thirty and forty feet. 
The upper part contains nodules o! iron ore. The lower 

15 
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portion burns with great ease, and has been mi~taken for 
cannel coal. 

12. Ferriferous Limestone.-Thickness, from four to five 
and one-half feet. Is blue, gray or yellow, of fine grain and 
very compact. Useful as a flux as well as a source of lime 
for ordinary building purposes. The top is frequently a cal­
careous ore, which was worked at the neighboring furnace. 
The stratum is e~sily accessible for agricultural purposes. 

13. Shales.-Thickness, five to ten feet; argillaceous. 
14. Sandstone.,-Thickness, five feet. 
15. Shales.-Thickness, eight to ten feet. Argillaceous. 

of dark color and fine grain, and contains a seam of fine iron 
ore one foot thick. 

16. Ooal No. IV.-Kittanning Coal. Thickness, from four 
to five feet. This coal is in high repute as a smiths' coal. 
One mile above Morgantown it is seen in the river bed. 
Openings may be examined on Decker's Creek, Tibb's Run, 
Booth's and Aaron's Creek, and 'on Cheat River. It may, 
however,. prove to be the Lower Freeport. 

17. Shales.-Thickness, ten feet. Black, very bituminous, 
and likely to be mist~ken for cannel. 

18. Shales.-Thickness, fifteen feet. 
19. Ooal No. v'-Upper Freeport ·Coal. Thickness,. 

fifteen inches. This vein is persistent. 
20. Shales.-Thickness, twelve feet. Dark; fine grain. 
21. Sandstone-Hahoning 8andstone.-Coarse grained, 

micaceous, quite compact. This important stratum as 
exposed at Morgantown and along Decker's Creek, fifty feet 
thick, affords most excellent building material. . On B~oth's 
Creek, four miles above Morgantown, it is about seventy­
five feet thick, and weathering so as to show deep cavities> 
whence its local name, "Raven Rocks." 
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22. Shales.-Thi~kness, ten to fifteen feet, red or olive 
brown, includes iron ore about six inches thick: 

23. Sandstone.-Thickness, ten to twenty feet. 
24. Shales.-Thickness, twenty feet. Al'gillaceous, varie­

gated with deposits of iron ore. 
25. Limestone.-Thickness, five to six feet. Dark, blue, 

fine grain, and furnishes cement of a fair quality. 
26. Shales.-Thickness, forty feet. Argillaceous, varie­

gated. 
27: Limestone.-Thickness three and one-half to four feet, 

as disclosed in Mrs. Purinton's ravine, near Morgantown. 
28. Shales.-This stratum is rather a small group of five 

sub-divisions over twenty feet thick, containing a three-inch 
vein of fire-clay. 

29. Shales.-Thickness two to four feet. Blue, gray or 
black, and a persistent stratum. 

30. Sandstones~-Thickness, one to four feet; dark colored. 
31. 8hales.-Thickness, ten feet. Gray to blue, with 

seam of iron ore six to twelve inches. 
32. Sandstone.-Thickness, ten feet. Micaceous; iron ore. 
33. 8hales.-Thickness, ten feet; color, blue. 
34. Shales.-Thickness, three and one-half feet; iron ore. 
35. Ooal No. VL-Thickness two and one half to three 

feet; is persistent, hard and brilliant. It sinks under the 
river near Granville. Openings, two hundred feet on 
Decker's Creek above the stream, and on the hill opposite 
the University. 

36. Flaggy Sa~tones.-ThickneSB, fifteen feet. 
37. Oonglomerate.-Curious stratum of fragments of ,lime­

stone, sandstone and iron ore, in size from fine sand to that 
of a man's head. Thickness unknown. 

38. Shale.-Thickness, ten feet. Argillaceous. 
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39; Sandstone.-Thickness about forty feet. The lower 
PQrtion affords a handsome and durable building stone, 
which was used in constructing the foundation and base­
ment story of University Hall at Morgantown. It disap­
pears under the river near the mouth of Scott's Run. 

40. Shale.-Thickness, twelve to fifteen feet. Argillaceous. 
41. Limestone.-Thickness, three feet. Ferruginous. 
42. Shales.-Thickness, perhaps ten feet. 
43. Limestone.-Thickness, eight feet. Three layers, 

separated by layers of shale. Lime is burned from it for 
building purposes. 

44. Ooal No. VIL-Thickness, eight to fifteen inches; 
along the Scott's Run road near the river. 

45. Sandstone.-Thickness, ten feet. 
46. Ooal No. VIIL-Thickness, from fifteen inc~es to two 

feet. It is best exposed a little above the mouth of Scott's 
Run, and nearly the whole outcrop is covered with copperas. 

47. Shales and Slwly Sandstone.-Thickness, from fifteen 
\ 

to eighteen feet. 
48. Limestone.-Thickness, eighteen inches. 
49. Sandstone and Shale.-Thickness, twenty-two feet, 

composed of five layers. 
50. Limestone.-Thickness, eighteen inches. 
51. Shales.-Thickness, four and one-half feet. 
52. Limestone.-Thickness, three feet. Brownish yellow, 

compact, with irregular fracture, contains some mica. It is 
highly probable that this would yield hydraulic lime. 

53. Shales.-Thickness, eight feet. Arenaceous. 
54. Sandstone.-Thickness,. twenty-five feet. It is gray, 

micaceous, and contains some feldspathic sand. The CODl­

pact portions, when struck with a hammer, yield a very 
fetid odor, whence the local name, (C Polecat Rock." 
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55. Siiale.-Thi?kness, three feet. Disintegrates rapidly 
on exposure. 

56. Ooal No. IX.-Thickness, one to two feet. Good 
quality. 

57. Limestone.-Thickness, two to four feet. Black from 
admixture with carbonaceous matter. The compact por­
tions burn into quick lime of good quaility. 

58. Shale 01' Sanilstone 01' ooth.-Thickness, fourteen feet. 
This stratum is subject to very considerable variation. The 
iron ore it contains is evidently the" Oliphant Blue Lump" 
of Pennsylvania. In Marion County, but twenty miles 
south, this ore is not visible. 

UPPER COAL MEASURES.-l. Ooal No. X.-This is the 
most important bed on the line of section. It has long 
been identified with the Pittsburgh coal, which underlies an 
area of at least twenty-two thousand miles. This bed is 
usually double, the lower bed consisting of pure coal, and 
the upper of alternate layers of coal and shale. The beds are 
generally together, though sometimes distinctly separated. 
The double character is well displayed on Scott's Run, 
where the following section was obtained near Haigh's 
Mill: 
1. Coal.. .........• 10 feet, 0 inches. 13. Coal. ............ 1 foot, 3inches. 

2. Shale....... ... 1 " 5 " 4. Shale ........... 1 " 9 " 


5. Coal. ..........• 0 foot, 3 inches. 


East of the Monongahela the coal as opened, about a mile 
~ast of Morgantown, differs in its character, for only the 
lower bed, No.1 of the section, is present, with possiblY.'a 
p,art of No.2. I have been .informed by the Hon. F. H. 
Pi~rpont th'at at Fairinont the upper bed is wanting. 

_ The stnit~ adjoining this coal offer an equally clear illus,­
tration of the rapid cha~ges to be noted in ca~boniferous 
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rocks. At Morgantown, as also at Fairmont, the bed is 
overlaid by a thin shale, on which rests a heavy stratum of 
sandstone, coarse grained, with feldspathic sand and some 
pebbles of quartz. Its stratification is irregular' and the 
material is not compact, so that it frequently weathers into 
rounded holes. This is a valuable guide to one seeking the 
coal east of the river, and probably all along the line of 
strike from Morgantown to- Fairmont, but it disappears 
somewher'e between Morgantown and Scott's Run. It is 
impossible to trace this sandstone east of the river in the 
~ection of dip, as between its outcrop and the river it has 
been stripped off by denudation, and the hills are too low 
to catch it. . 

This change both ih the coal and the adjoining strata, has 
led some of our local geologists to doubt the identity of the 
seams east and west of the river. There is also a greater 
distance, ,by perhaps twenty-five feet, between No. 39 of the 
lower coal, and this coal west of the river, than between the 
same strata east of it. The angle of dip is somewhat in­
creased west of the river. It is impossible to obtain two 
sections, one hunderd yards apart, which will be identical. 
There is, however, no coal :west of the river that can be 
equivalent to that on the east, except it be the Pittsburgh, 
and the angle of dip would continue the latter until it made 
its connection with the former. East of the river there are 
no exposures of the superior limestones. 

In ~ocalities where pyrites are abundant, exposure causes 
the formation of copperas, beautiful crystals of which may 
frequently be found in the shales. In some cases the heat 
produced during this chemical chang~ may induce combus­
tion. Just beyond Haigh's Mill the strata give such 
abundant evidence of having been at some time subjected 
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to the action of fire that the locality is known as "Burne,d 
Hill." 

2. Sand8tone.-Thickness, from nothing to thirty-five feet. 
3. Snale.-Thickness, five to twelve feet. 
4. Lime8tone.-::-Thickness, ten to twelve feet. This is the 

first of a series of limestone that attain an ernormous devel­
opment. On Scott's Run the thickness is about ninety feet. 

5. Coal No. XL-:-Red8tone Coal.-Thickness, between 
four and five feet. It is best exposed at Stumptown, where 
it may be seen in the bed of the run. 

6. Lime8tone.-Thickness, eight feet. Two layers. 
7. Lime8tone.-Thickness, fourteen feet. Irregular. 
8. Sand8tone.-Thickness, four to ten feet. 
9. Lime8tone.-Thickne~s, seven to nine feet. 
10. Snale.-Thickness, five to eight feet. 
11. Coal No. XIL-Sewickley Coal.-Thickness, four feet 

eight inches to five and one-half feet. In some respects 
this is as important as the Pittsburgh coal. It is usually 
separated into two parts by a thin layer of splint coal. It 
is a good coal for smith's use, and would doubtless make 
good coke. Like the Redstone coal, this thins out toward 
the west. Openings numerous along Scott's Run. 

12. Shale.-Thickness, from six inches to twenty feet. 
13. Sand8tone.-Thickness, eleven feet. 
14. Shale.-Thickness, twelve feet. 
15. Lime8tone wit7~ Shale.-Thickness, eight feet. 
16. Sand8tone and Arenaceo'll~ Shale8.-Thickness, ten feet. 

17. Lime8tone.-Thickness, seven feet. 
18. Sandstone.-Thickness, fifteen feet. 
19. Lime8tone.-Thickness, about six feet. 
20. S7wle8.-Thickness, ten feet. 
21. Sa1Ulstone.-Thickne~s, perhaps twenty-five feet. 
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22. Limestones.-Thicbess, not far from thirty feet. 
23. Shales and Sa!~dstone.-Thickness, about fifteen fe"at. 
24. Sllales.-Thickness, four feet. 
25. Limestone.-Thickness, fiv"e feet. It contains numer­

ous specks of calcspar, and probably would take ~ flne 
polish. In this case it would be a rather handsome marble. 

26. Shales.-Thickness; -about eight feet. 
27. Sandstone.-Thickness, probably fifteen feet. 
28. Coal No. XIII.-In respect to size this seam ranks 

second only to the Pittsburgh coal, and appears to attain 
much greater development along the line of our section 
than at any other point of which I am aware. If it be the 
Waynesburg coal, as is probably the case, its rapid increase 
in thickness is somewhat extraordinary. At the most 
easte~ly point whe~'e it is worked the section is as follows­
ascending: 
1. Coal, quite good................................................ 4 feet 10 inches. 

2. Bitulllinous shale.............................................. 0 " 8 " 
3. Coal, full of iron pyrites.................................... 1 "10 " 
4. Shales ..................... ....... .................................. 1 " 2 " 

At Cassville No.2 is known as the" eleven-foot vein," 
having increased to a thickness o~ upwards of ten feet. 
This seam sinks under the run about three-fom'ths of a mile 
beyond Cassville. At Tucke~'s opening the shale No. 2 
n:equently disappears and leaves full nine feet of coal. The 
coal is usually of very fair quality, though always contain­
ing a large proportion of iron pyrites, which sometimes 
occurs in large nodules. 

29. Sandstone.-Thickness, thirty to forty feet. 
30. Slwle.-N0 measurement. About ninety feet above 

Coal No. XIII. lies Coal No. XIV., a thin seam, one foot 
thick, struck by Mr. Lemley, about two miles south of a 
point on the run, two miles east of Cassville, at Ramp's 
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Hollow. "FoUr niiles b~yond Cassvi'lle, o~ a small run, and 
Jlerhaps two hundred and fifty feet, possibly more, above 
Co'al No:XrrI. lies Coal No. XV., about four feet thick. 
~is seam is worked, but the coal is of poor quality. 
There 'are two strata of limestone, but are of inferior quality. 

ECONOMICAL GEOLOGY. 

Ooal.-The section just given shows a thickness in work­
able veins of forty-three feet, between Hagedorn's Mill and 
Cassville. The low coals have been little worked along 
Decker's Creek. They are, however, of very considerable 
value, three of them "being of workable thickness, and so 
situated as to be opened with little expense, while one, the 
Brookville, is so pure that it may perhaps be used raw in 
smelting iron. The upper coals are of such magnitude and 
of such easy access, that they have all been worked to a 
greater or less extent. At all these points, along Scott's Run, 
the several seams can be opened so as to drain themselves, 
and the coal conveyed on a tramway to the river. 

Several thousand acres of the Connellsville coking 
coal lie in Union District, extending from Pennsylvania 
across Cheat River by Stewarttown and towards the neigh­
borhood of Easton. A test of the coke made from it at 
Fairchance Furnace is said to have revealed a fair quality. 

The coals of West Virginia are divided into three great 
classes-Bituminous, Splint and Cannel. Bituminous veins 
in Monongalia have been analyzed, as follows: 

_"'Icpcp,__ 1-0I ~ CP 
·... 0 ~~ CP:p 

I~e <:I'S~!3 
~8 ~8e ~ 

Redstone .......................................154.36137.88 ~ 

Sewickley................................•.....• 54.31 35.78 .44 

Waynesburg ................................. 56.36135.36 .74 


• I.,3~<:I~-: "~'.A.~c:S 
"" 	 0",,0 0.::: .... 
~ 	 I-os:l.0 I-os:l.8 

~~~ ~~.s 
7.3912.87 2.~5 
9.47 3.10 2.78 
7.55 .70 .55 

http:7.3912.87
http:56.36135.36
http:154.36137.88
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Mr. C. E. Dwight, who made these analyses, as given in 
the" Resources of West Virginia," says: '~The color of the 
ash from the Redstone is dark gray, and the sulphur in the 
coal seems to be in combination with the lime or magnesia, 
not as sulphide of iron; consequently it will not be injurious 
for iron-making. The. coke is hard and bright. The ash 
from the Sewickley is gray and the sulphur seems to be m: 
the same form as the last. The coke is medium hard. From 
the Waynesburg the ash is light buff, and the coke moder­
ately hard." Mr. Dwight al~o gives the following analysis of 
the Pittsburgh seam from coal near Morgantown: "Thick­
ness of seam, ten feet; coke, 60.98; volatile matter, 39.02; 
water, .38; ash, 6.20; sulphur in coal, 2.54; sulphur in coke, 
2.19." 

Cannel coal varies from zero to 5t fee't. The oil distilled 
from this coal would play an important part to-day as an 
illuminating agent had not the cheaper petroleum taken its 
place. Prof. M. F. Maury, in "Resources of West Virginia," 
says of . this coal that "in Monongalia County on Tibb's 
Run, Prof. Stevenson reports that 'the shale above it 
[Upper Freeport Coal] for several feet, is very bituminous, 
with a conchoidal fracture, and is undoubtedly a cannel 
coal of infelior quality.'" 

Monongalia County constitutes what is known as the 
Monongalia (Coal) Basin. 

Iro1l.-Prof. Stevenson says: "Iron ore is plentifully 
distributed throughout the lower coal measures, and val­
uable beds practically inexhaustible underlie the con­
glomerate." Samples of nine distinct veins were gotten 
and sent to the Centennial International Exhibition at 
Philadelphia in 1876. Mr. C. E. Dwight's analysis of them 
is as follows ~ 
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49.81Carbonate of Iron. 31.19 59.6969.6161.01 51.67162.60 
57.71 23.80 7.55 2.M 

Protoxide of Iron... 
Sesquioxide of Iron 70.4911.89 18.761.793.44 

.... ... ..............
0.71 1.22 
3.34 0.23 0.02 

Carbonate of Lime. 
1.07 2.43Oxide of Manganese trace tr'ce 1.410.01 

5.60 19.26 8.37 
do Magnesia 

2.28 13.2526.05 5.224.9111.95 
2.10 0.21 2.45 1.01 0.31 2.10 3.11 1.35 0.31 

Silica..................... 15.14 20.7515.55 14.4113.0418.19 4.0615.9821.62 
Alumina ................ 4.48 1.23 2.12 2.10 0.31 2.10 1.48 1.25 3.21 
Phosphoric Acid. ... 0.53 0.71 0.89 0.44 0.37 1.99 0.63 0.69 0.41 
Sulphuric Acid....... 0.37 0.30 0.42 0.32 0.49 0.741" 0.541 0.82 0.22 
Moisture....... ......... 0.64' 0.48 1.02 6.90 0.38 6.80 ~~ ~~ 0.48 

99.69100.00 99.59 99.69 99.9799.8099.80199.5699.78 -----1-------'­;Wetallic Iron......•.• 31.86 34.6927.24 49.69 41.9441.35 40.71130.24132.00 
Shosphorus ........... 0.23 0.31 0.39 0.19 0.16 0.87 0.27 0.30 0.18 

ulphur...... ... ....... 0.15 0.12 0.17 0.13 0.20 0.30 0.22 0.33 0.09 

Lead.-There are traditions to the effect that the Indians 
worked a mine in the county, but it must be remembered 
that lead was an article of exchange among them. Prof. 
Stevenson says: "Though not by any means impossible, the 
existence of large quantities of galena in this county is not 
su!ficiently attested to warrant belief." Prof. Maury says: 
" Nowhere within our borders is, or will this metal be, 
found in workable quantities." 

Gold and Silver.-These precious metals have been 
anxiously sought after. Says Prof. Maury: "The geolog­
ical Structure of West Virginia does not in a single locality, 
north to south, or east to west, adIllit of their profitable 
presence. " 

Limesto'lte.-Is abundant in the county, fit for coarse 
'Work and agricultural use. The following is an analysis of 

http:40.71130.24132.00
http:41.9441.35
http:34.6927.24
http:99.9799.8099.80199.5699.78
http:99.69100.00
http:4.0615.9821.62
http:14.4113.0418.19
http:20.7515.55
http:51.67162.60
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Hydraulic Limestone, obtained near Morgantown, by Prof. 
W. B. Rogers: "parb'onate of lime, 52.04; carbonate of 
magnesia, 17.12; alumina and oxide of iron, 8.60; insoluble 
siliceous matter, 19.36; water and loss, 1.40." 

'Clays and Sands.-Brick-clay of fair quality .is easily 
obtainable in all sections of the county. Fire-clay of a 
superio,r quality to the Mt. Savage, is found at Ice's Ferry, 
where it has been successfully worked. Near Morgantown, 
abed four 'feet thick ,occurs, which was analysed as follow~ 
by Mr. Dwight: ,t Silica, 54.27; -alumina, 33.83; oxide of 
iron, 0.01; lime, trace; magnesia, 0.02; potash and soda, 
trace; moisture, hydroscopic, 1.00; moisture combined, 
10.86; organic matter, 0.15; total, 100.14." 

Potter's clay results from the decomposition of granites 
and shales. This clay is found in the county, and worked 
at Thompson's pottery in Morgantown. Of glass-sands, 
Prof. Stevenson says: "Several layers of the more friable 
sandstones of the conglomerate are white enough for the 
manufacture of ordinary glassware." 

I 

.Salt.-" In nearly every instance," says Prof. Stevenson, 
"where the conglomerate has been bored, brine has been 
~btained." These borings were made for oil, and 'no 
attention was paid to the salt brine, which, it is said, w~s 
strong and of good quality. Salt-works were erected on 
Scott's Run, and salt of an excellent quality was manufac­
tured for a short time. The well is now chocked up. 

Petroleum.-Again we quote from Stevenson: "Efforts 
have been made frequently to find oil, but not always with 
judgement. Those oli the west side of the Monongahela. 
had to sink six hundred and fifty or seven hundred feet 
before reaching the conglomerate. Oil was obtained in 

" , 

non-paying quantities from the w~lls on Decker's Creek and 
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Cheat River. There is no doubt that borings made in the 
gap of either Cheat' River or Decker's Cre~k would be as 
likely to find oil as th~se made anYwhe~e, for these are the 
lowest points in the county." . I 

Building' Stone.-In .the hills above the conglomerate 
coal measures is a light buff and dove-colored sandstone 
fifteen feet thick, which "dresses well" and one day" will 
b~ a source of revenue to the county." Col. Merrill has 
said that" it could well bear the expense of transportation 
fo New York." 

PA!';EONTOLOGY. 

The Palooontology of the county remains a rich field yet 
for r~search. Prof. Stevenson in working his geological 
section had not the time to make a careful search for fossil 
remains. The species he obtained were from the extreme 
top and trom the red shales of the Lower Carboniferous 
Limestone. These were forwarded to F. B. Meek, of 
Washington City, who made out the following list of Car­
boniferous fossils: 

A. LOWER CARBONIFEROUS (CHESTER GROUP) SPECIES­
(obtained on Cheat River).-l. Monticulipora. 2. Crinoi­
dal Columns. 3. Hemipronites Crassus. 4. Productns 
Fasciculatus. 5. Productus Pileiformis. 6. Athyris Sub­
quadrata. 7. Sp~ifer KeQkuck. 8. Pinna. 9. Modiola. 
10. Allorisma Clavata. 11. Allorisma. 12. Macrocheil:us. 
13. Naticopsis. 14. Bellerophon. 15. Pleurotomaria. 16. 
~traparollus Planidorsotus. 17. Cyrtoceras. 18. Phillipsia. 
Stevesoni. 

B. LOWER COAL MEASURES SPECIES.-Forty-six species 
.,ere obtained from Strata Nos. 20, 28 and 29 of the section 
I!lade by Stevenson.. From the Upp,er Coa,l Meas~re but 
o,ne speci~s was obtained, viz.: "Soleno,mya." No. 18 4­
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was a new species named in honor of. Professor Stevenson; 
also No. 27 B., "Yoldia. Stevesonia," was named for him. 
NO.. 26 B.," Yoldia Carbonari," and No. 24," Nucula An­
odontoides," with No. 31, "Macrodon Obsoletus," were new 
species discovered for the first time. 

BOTANY. 

Monongalia in her botanical wealth or plant-life will com­
pare favorably with any of the northern counties of West 
Virginia. Her trees,* shrubs, medicri.nal plants, flowers and 
grasses make a very respectable list. In the unsettled por­
tions of the county are heavy forests of large timber, chiefly 
oak, beech, maple, walnut and chestnut. Oak and chestnut 
are the most abundant. - In 1876, it was estimated that 
$50,000 worth of timber in logs was floated down the 
Monongahela River from Monongalia and Harrison counties. 
The flowers or flora of the county seem to be divided into 
two sections: first, those peculiar to the streams and hills; 
and, second, those peculiar to the mountain sides. As yet, 
no collection has ever been made sufficient to warrant a 
complete classification. 

ZOOLOGY, CLIMATE. 

The Zoology of the county is an inter~sting field. The 
animals of MonongaUa may be considered as of two classes 
-Wild and Domesticated. The \ wild animals extinct are 
the bison, panther, bear, wolf and elk, while those remaining 
are the wild cat, deer and fox in small numbers. In their 

• Among the trees groWing in Monongalla are the Ash (Prazinus), Beech (Fagus 
l'ermgtnea), Birch (Betula), Buckeye (.Aesculus), Cedar (Juniperus Virginiana), 
Cherry, Wild (Prunus Serotfna), Chestnut (Castania Vesca), CUcumber Tree (Magnoll4 
.Acuminate), Dogwood (Cornus Floric%a), Elm (Ulmus), FIr (AbieS), Gum, Hemlock. 
Hlckory (Cart/a), Locust, Linn, Sugar Maple, Oale (Quercus), [whlte, post, burr, ches~ 
nut, black jack, spanish, red and black Oak], Pine (Pinus), Poplar, Sassatras, Sycamore 
and Walnut. 
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place the white man has introduced the domestic animals 
of to-day. Of birds of prey, the eagle has gone, and the 
hawk and owl. are lessening in numbers, while the deadly 
serpents, the rattle-snake and copperhead, are only to be 
found in the mountains. Birds of song and beauty are 
decreasing in numbers with the clearing of the forests. 

The climate will be fully considered in the district chap­
ters, and will be dismissed here with but the single remark 
tha~ Monongalia has been noted for being a healthy section 
of country, to which every year during the heated term 
large numbers from the cities resort for rest, pleasure and 
health. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

AGRICULTURAL HISTORY. 

Early Farming-Tools Used-Early Mills-" Old Monongahela Rye
I • _ t , ; ~ ! • 

Whiskey"-Reaping, Cleaning and Threshing Grain-Thresh­
ing Machines - Home-made Goods - Early' Clothing - ~irst 
Stores-Present Farming-Fertilizers-Improved Stock­
County Fairs-Market Gardening-Fish Culture-Prices of 
Farm Products, lS21 to lSSS-Statistical. 

"GOOd farmIng consists in taking large crops from the sol1, wh1le at the same 
ttme you leave it better than you found it."-Stockharat. 

THE PIONEERS who came into the county from 1766 to 1772, 
erected any kind of a pole- or log-cabin, near a good spring 
of water, in order to hold their 400 acres on a settlement­
right. In the former year, a small number of settlers were 
in the present limits of the county, and emigrants from the 
East were slowly swelling their numbers. The first thing 
to be done by the. settler, after choosing his location, was to 
clear a spot of ground on which to put up the cabin. Then 
another piece of ground would be cleared for a garden. 
This accomplished, a clearing for corn and flax was made. 
The underbrush was grubbed,.and the larger timber mostly 
felled by the ax, some, however, being girdled and left for 
fire-wood. The trees felled were cut into logs and rolled 
into heaps, and fired. At first, when neighbors were few 
and far apart, this work was all done by the settler himself. 
But whenever possible, he would have a "log-rolling," and 
all the men within six or seven miles would come with the 
oxen an~ the horses and assist him to roll the logs and pile 
the brush into heaps ready to be burnt. After the "clear­
ing n was burnt over and the field made ready, the principal 
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crop of that early day, Indian corn, was planted. Often 
this crop was planted and raised with no implement save 
the hoe. In their farm work these hardy pioneers used 
both oxen and horses-mostly the latter, whose harness 
consisted of a leather bridle, with reins and lines made of 
rope, and hames, collars, and back- and belly-bands. The 
mde plow -was sometimes made entirely of wood; and, at 
best, never possessed more than a colter and share of iron. 
For the harrow a thorn-bush was often drafted into 
service, or the implement consisted of a wooden u·ame with 
"Wooden teeth. Wagons, there were none; in their stead 

. were used sleds of various shapes and sizes. The forks and 
shovels were made of wood, or of iron rudely fashioned by 
the blacksmith. The saddle was the pack-saddle, which 
was constructed of the crotches of two forked limbs 
fastened together by two boards, which were padded with 
sheep-skin. About four inches of the limbs were left above 
the crotches for horn and crupper. 

Edward Eggleston, in pointing out some of the useful 
things which the white settlers learned from the Indians, 
says that the art of making maple-sugar and the culture of 
the maize were learned from the savages, who planted the 
Corn in hills, grew beans around the stalks, and filled the 
intervening space with pumpkin-vines, as some farmers do 
even to this day. The great factories of fish-manure along 
our Northern coast can be traced to the advice of the Indian 
given to the Pilgrims to put a fish in every hill of cornt 

Hominy and pone are Indian words; and there is hardly 
an approved method of cooking maize that the Indian did 
not know. The hoe-cake of the West and the Southern 
ash-cake or johnny-cake were made by the squaw. Tho 
White men in making use of corn-husk for chair-bottoms 

16 
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and horse-collars, etc., got the hint from the custom of the 
Indians of making mats, baskets and shoes of this material. 
The birch canoe and the dug-out, which played so"important 

\ 

a part in Colonial life, and which are still used, and the 

device of heating water by the use of hot stones, were gotten 

from the Red l\'Ien, who also had the corn-husking "bee" 
and the house "raising." The first Virginia settlers early 
learned from the savages to eat· the meat of the snake, and 

a hundred years after the settlement rattlesnakes were re­

garded as a great delicacy by some of the planters. 
The COl'U was at first ground on the.~and-mill, which con­

sisted of two stones, one above the other, placed in a hoop. 
To this hoop was attached a spout for the discharge of the 

meal. To the upper stone was fastened an upright piece of 
wood, to the end of which was fixed a:beam, and two per­
sons could labor at the same time in turning the mill. Its 
capacity was about one bushel per day. The meal was usee1 
for food in form of johnny-cake, pone or mush. Cabbage 

and potatoes were raised in small quantities. At first corn 
sold for what would be a dollar per bushel in English cur­
rency. Later, as more of it was produced, the price fell to. 
twenty and twenty-five cents. Of the early public mills, 
Ruble's" tub-mill," built about 1779, across Cheat River, in 

Union Distl'ict, neal' the Pennsylvania line, seems to have 

been among the first resorted to by the pioneers of Monon­
galia. The next mill of which we have any record was on 
Decker's Creek, near l\Iorganto'wn, built, as is supposed, 
about 1780, by I\Iichael Kern. The construction of the tub­
mill has been thus described: "The upper end of a perpen­
dicular shaft was fitted in the bed-stone. The·lower end of 

this shaft was attached· to a water-wheel about four or five 
:feet in diameter. When the wheel was sunk in the tJtreaDl 
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the current turned it, and this motion was communicated to 
th~ bed-stone, which, turning against the stationary upper 
stone, ground the grain." Sieves were used instead of 

bolting-cloths, which were II?-ade of deer-skin stretched over 
a hoop, and perforated with a hot wire. 

After the close of the Revolutionary war, in those parts 
of the cou.nty freest of Indian incursions, fields were widen­
ing out, and the settlers began -to raise crops of wheat, oats 
and rye, and cattle, sheep and hogs. After 1790, copper 
stills were brought into the county to work up the rye into 
whiskey, which was made an article of exchange at Win­
chester for salt and -iron and taken down the Ohio to New 
Orleans. This liquor became noted throughout the country 
as "Old Monongahela Rye Whiskey." 

Some time 'between 1790 and 1800, the tub-mill in some 

places was superseded by the more pretentious and more 
efficient water grist-mill, equipped with a set of countI·y 
stones. Col. Samuel Hanway had one on Decker's Creekin 
1796, Samuel Jackson one on Cheat, and Michael Kern 

one on Decker's ,Creek before 1800. 
During the next decade, farms of considerable size were 

Succeeding the pioneer clearings. With an abundance of 

land to be had for the clearing, the settlers gave no thought 
to the preservation of the fertility of the soil. A field was 
counted good for so many crops, and when exhausted 
another was cleared out to take its place. The grain was 
cut with the sickle, the reaper gathering a "grip," as it was 
called, with his left and cutting it with his right hand. Four 

grips generally made a sheaf. A reaper would cut from 
thirty-five to forty-five dozen per day. The men had reap­
ing, mowing, chopping and hauling "frolics"; the women 

sewings, quiltings, flax-pullings and" scutchings."· Thresh­
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ing of grain was done with the flail, the Irishman's" two 
sticks of pleasure." An expert hand would flail out from 
twelve to fifteen bushels of wheat per day. T)le cleaning of 
the grain at the first was done with a sheet. Just at what 
time the wind-mill was introduced can not be ascer­

"tained, but probably not much before 1810. 
The outer garments of thes~ pi~neer days were made of 

linsey, a cloth composed of flax and wool; the flax constitu­
ted the chain and the wool formed the :filling. In nearly 
every house was found a loom, roughly made indeed, yet 
answering well its purpose, and tru.:ning out as linsey a 
warm and substantial cloth. Nearly every housewife was a 
weaver, and also a tailor, cutting out and making all the 
garments for the family. Flax and tow goods supplied the 
place of muslin; and the men to the tastefully fringed linsey 
hunting-shirt added the deer-skin vest and buck-skin 
breeches. The foot covering was the· mo~casin, made of a 
single piece of deer-skin or leather, without heel or sole. 
When improved with the addition of a tongue-piece on the 
top and a sole on the bottom, the moccasin became the 
" shoe-pack." 

The first sto!e in the county, it' seems, was kept by 

Thomas, Laidley, about 1784 or 1785, at Morgantown. 
Between' '1800 and 1815, Felix Scott had a store at Gran­
ville, and Samuel Jackson one at his iron works on Cheat. 
In 1819, Lemuel John had a store at or near Stewarttown. 
These stores, however, did not effect the home manufacture 
of clothing. An old gentleman now living writes the 
author, that, in 1823, "our clothing was chiefly all home 
manufactured. Our mothers used to shear the sheep and 
card the wool on hand-cards, and make rolls and spin them, 
and weave flannel or linsey. Often in two weeks after the 
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wool was taken from the sheeps' backs we had it on ours. 
In the summeree wore flaxen shirts and coats, and flax a~d 
tow pants. The young ladies wore flaxen dresses, striped 
with a part dyed with copperas, and were as tidy as young 
ladies could be." 

Improved farm machinery, it is most probable, was not 
introduced long before 1840. In that year we have an 
account of John Durr, of Greene County, Penn., bringing a 
ground or chaff-piler threshing machine into the county, 
and setting it up first on the farm of Major W. W. John. 
It was an object of wonder to all, and was feared by some, 
who could not be induced to come near it for fear" it 
would bust." Joseph and George Hartman, in 1852, brought 
in a separator called the "Down's machine." Sometime 
after this, William E. Watson and E. J. Evans purchased 
mowing machines, which are -now numerous in the county. 
Mr. Watson made a rude horse hay-rake. The sulky hay­
rake made its appearance after the late war. Grain reapers 
were not introduced till a considerable time after the use of 
mowers, and are not yet extensively used. The .first steam 
thresher was brought into the cou~ty in 1882, by Lucian 
Snider. Another was brought by J. T. Weaver for C. W., 
J. M. and Conn Pixler, in July, 1883. The· patent cider 
hand-mills have b~en used for some years. Nothing but 
the hand corn-planters are used yet. The sulky corn-plow 
has been in use by Thomas Anderson since 1882. ~eed­
Sowing machines have been used since the year 1852, while 
grain drills have just been introduced. 

Lime has been used as a fertilizer for many years, and 
always with good effect. It is said that its llse adds one­
fifth to the products of the soil. Guano was used with 
gOod effect as early as the year 1855, by James Kerns, of 
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.	Pleasant Valley. It is est~mated by intelligent farmers that 
the u'se of fertilizers in the past decade has a!ded one-third 

~o the yield in the cr~ps with which they hav~ been used .. 
'Soluble flour of bone and ammoniated super-phosphate are 
the favorate fertilizers with the farmers of Monongalia 
County, though many hold that lime, after barnyard manure, 
is the cheapest and best article for the soil of the county. 
When burnt and applied as quick-lime, it imparts fertility 

,partly by being dissolved in the surfac~ waters, and so 
passing into the soil in such shape that the roots of plants 
can seize hold of it, but mainly by tending to decompose 
vegetable matter and so form a fertilizing humus. 

Market gardening, when once the resources of the county 
are developed and railways ate constructed, will be no small 
source of revenue. In 1870, the products of market gardens 
were given at $470. 

Fruit is a pretty sure crop.* Apple orchards were planted 
and bearing as early as 1779. The climate and soil permit 
the cultivation of any fruit which can be grown in the cooler 
parts of the temperafe zone. The apple is by far the most 
important fruit raised in the county, and considerable atten­
t!on has been paid to securing improved va~eties. The 
peach was formerly cultivated more extensively than noW. 
It is being largely supplanted by the apple,_ owing to the 
increasing uncertainty of the crop, due to unfavorable 

winds and early fro~~s. Some pears and quinces are pro­

*.In January, 1831, snow tell to the depth ot three teet-the deepest since 1780. on 
the 15th ot May, 1834, the snow was four inches deep in places, and ice one-tblrd ot an 
inch 1n thiclrness tormed. The summer of 18541s known as the" Dry summer." 

When the llght of day broke on Sunday, June 5, 1859, the trees and the earth were 
white as With a heavy snow. A great trost had tallen, and when the sun rose up ill 
the eastern heavens, drooping leat and wilting blade were cause ot alarm to an excited 
people. Many supposed there wDuld be a famine. Grain advanced With a bound to eo 
high price. people turned from the wheat crop ruined, and, brea.k:1ng up large tleldS, 
planted them 1n buckwheat, com and potatoes. The remainder ot the season proved 
favorable, and large crops were gathered trom these late plantings. 
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dnced, and several varieties of cherries. Most of the small 
fruits cultivated in the temperate zone do well here. 

Fish culture was begun in the county in the year 1881. 

On the 29th of April, Wm. S. Cobun, received ninety Ger­
man carp from one of the Fish Commissioners of the State, 
for himself and Lewis Runner. 

Monongn.lia is well adapted in soil and productions, and 
favored in climate for the successful raising of cattle, horses 
and sheep. In the last twenty years, the native stock has 
been greatly improved. The Durham was here as early as 
1850. Thomas F. Watson, "Eck" l\:Iorgan, T. H. Morgan 

and others introduced short-horn cattle, and the Ralphsny­
del's and others the Alderney, and Merino sheep from the 

Washington County (Pa.) stock. D. C. Hoffman, in 1878, 
brought in registered Jersey cattle from l\Iaryland, and fine 
Merino sheep from Greene County, Penn. Capt. O. P. 
Jolliffe and James S. Watson have Southdown sheep. The 
Devon stock has been introduced. Attention also has been 
paid to the improving of the breed of draught horses. The 
American merino sheep do better in "\Vest Virginia than the 
French or German varieties. 

"The soil of J\Ionongalia is a loam, varying from sandy to 
clayey, with some calcareous lands. The strata of the coal 
measures above the conglomerate produce the best class of 
soils, since they consist of shales, argillaceous sandstones, 
and layers of limestone, or calcareous strata, intimately 

mixed. All is naturall)' prbductive and well suited for 
grass. The depth on the hills is from six to fifteen inches, 
deepest on the northwest sides; on the levels from one to 

several feet. Average yields are: corn, thirty to forty bush­

els; oats, twenty-five to thirty-five bushels; wheat, when 

Succeeding, ten to twelve bushels; potatoes, seventy-five to 
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one hundred and fifty bushels. There is not much differ­
ence in the product of the hills and levels. Value of agri­
cultural land, from $10 to $75."* 

As early as 1854-on the 24th of December-"The 
Monongalia Agricultural and Mechanical Society" was 
organized at the court-house. Col. James Evans was 
elected president, M. M. Dent secretary, and William Wag­
ner treasurer. The society sought to buy grounds and start 
a fair on the west side of the Monongahela, but never suc­
ceeded. 

Subsequent efforts in this direction were more successful, 
and on the 7th of January, 1869, "The Monongahela Valley 
Agricultural and Mechanical Society" was incorporated.t 
Its charter extended to 1889; capital authorized, $10,000, 
in shares of $25. This society held nine annual fairs at 
Morgantown. Its presidents wel'e, 1869-72, William Wag­
ner; 1872-5, E. H. Coombs; 1875, William C. McGrew; 
1876, E. C. Lazier; '1877-9, E. H. Coombs. Manliff Hayes 
was the vice-pre~ident during its entire existence, which 
extended boom 1869 to 1879, its last exhibition being in 

1878. It was succeeded by the" Monongalia Agricultural 
Association.":t which organized June 23, 1879, by electing 
Col. Joseph Snider president, and Ed. W. Brand vice­
president, who continued to fill these offices till 1882, when 
the society dissolved. This association held three fairs, the 
last closing September 15, 1881. The receipts not being 
snfficient to meet expenses, the o:cganization discontinued. 

" "Hesources ot West VirginIa," (WheellDg, ISi6,) p. 395­
tIncorporators: J. H. Holfman, Wm. Wagner, Samuel Howell, Manl1tr Hayes, J. P. 

Shafer, W. T. W1lley, E. C. Lazier, W. A. Hanway, W. P. W11ley, J. M. Hagans, J. K. 
DUIT, J. C. Wallace, L. S. Layton, A. L. Wade and J. H. Horrman &: Co. 

t Stockholders: Col. ,Joseph SnIder, Frederick Brealdron, Major W. W. John, Ed. W. 
:Brand, Manl11T Hayes, S. B. McViCker, P. F. Harner, E. J. Evans, A;. GarrIsOn, Ed. W. 
St. Clair and J. Eo Dent. 
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PRICES OF FARM PRODUCTS FROM 1821 TO 1883, 

On January 1st of each year.... 


~ ~ ~ J.:g g 11l~ -g od ~ ~ ~ 
~~ e~ 5~ ~g ~~ S~ §g ~g ~~ ~ ~ YEAR. -_ 8.5 8A pPt ~ 25.5 ~Pt ~Pt ~A .!4 A 
~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~~ ~~ ~ ~ g ~ 

Pt Po Po Pt Pt Po Pt Pt Po ~Pt 
-------·I-~ __ __ 

$ eta. $ ets. cents cents cents $ cts. cents cents $ eta. 
1821.................. 50 ...... 17 .......... :. •••••• 3 •.•••. :IT 
1822................. , 50 33 16 10 6.... •• 2~ ...... 40 
1825.... .......... .... 37 20 12 8.... .. ...... ...... ......!l5 
1826..... . ..... ... .... 37 25 12M 8 •••• •• ...... 22~ ~2~ 3118!l7.................. 40 25 16 8 •••••• •••••• 
 33 
1829. . • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 75 31 20 8..• . .. .••.•. 23~ 2M :r1 
1830....... .... .... 50 25 25 8~ ••••• •••••• 2/2 33 
1831.... .•.•..•...... 44 31 18 8~ •••.•• •••••• 2~ 2 33 
1832............ .... 62 31 20 .8 ............ 2S 21~:IT 
18.'33.... '" .. . •• .. .. .. 62 25 20 8.... •• ...... 2~' 2 33 
1834................ 62 37 20 8 ............ 3 21~ 40 
188.'>.. '" .... ....... 62 31 16 10.... •• •••••• 3~ 3 . 33 
l836.................. 87 37 25 10 ••••••. •.••• 4Y2 3 50 
1837.................. 110 40 25 12M •••••• 25 5,. 4 M 
1838 ............. .'. l' 1 00 50 25 12M •••••• 75 4... ••. •.... . 
1839.. .. • • • • .. . • • . • • • 1 00 75 50 15.• • • •• ...... •••••• •••••• 76 

$ cts. 

..... . 
~ 

1840........ " ....... , 62 37 25 15...... •••••• i 4. .•••• •.... . 

1841. .. .. .. .. ........ 50 31 20 10.... •• •••••• 3% 3 . '" •• • •...• 

1842...... .... .... .... 75 31 25 10 "'3'" •••••• 3 5 .......... .. 

18·m ....... •.. . .. .. 50 2.') 16 8 27.( 2~. .. ... •.... . 

1844......... ........ 62 25 16 8 ....... ••••• 2% ................. . 

1845........ '" ...... 75 25 16 8...... ...... 2% 2 .. . ••• . •••.• 

1846 .... " • •• ••• . 75 37M 25 10.... •• ...... 3 3.•. • •• .. ... . 

1848.... '" ........ ... 87M 50 25 l2~ ...... ...... 3~ 3%.... •• . .... . 

1850.. .. .. . • .. .. .. •... 1 00 45 31 12 8 7 . • .. • • 44 :IT 

1851.... ....•..... •.•. 75 37 31 12 8 10 ................. . 

185~.. ..•..• .... •••. 60 40 31 15 10 10 ................. . 

1853 ................. 65 37M 25 16X •••••• 25 12~ •••••• ...... •.... . 

18.54 ................. 1 00 40 3a~ 15 9 50 12.... .• ...... •.... . 

181>5..... ........ 175 75 50 15 ...... 1 00 "i2" ........................ ::::::
18.'56 ................. 1 50 37 22 15 12 :r1 

1&'}7 ................ 1 00 50 37 15 8 75 12 ................. . 

18)8............ :.... 60 37 25 12 37 16 ................. . 

18.')9........... ..... 1 00 75 40 12 75 12 ................. . 

1860 ................ 1 25 50 30 15 "1'5'" 40 • ••• •• ...... ...... •... .. 

186.') .. .. ............ 2 00 1 00 75 35 1 25 15 8.. .... . ... .. 
1866................. 2 25 60 40 25 20 1 50 10 12 1 25 1 2.5 
J81.>7 ... .... .. . . 2 75 75 45 25 12 1 00 16 16 1 2.') 75 
1868.................. 2 25 1 00 45 30 12 1 00 15 16 1 2.') 75 
1869.. .. .. •.. .. . .• .. .. 1 75 90 50 33 20.... •• ...... ...... 1 25 1 15 
1870.. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. 1 10 75 40 . 30 20 65 22 15 1 ()() 1 00 

~~L:.::::.::::::: .. ~ ~ ~ gg ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ 
1873 ...... .......... 1 85 50 40 30 2.'> 50 10 12 1 00 1 ()()

107{............. ... 1 80 50 40 30 15 60 9 15 1 00 1 00 

1875.................. 1 20 60 50 30 15 go 12 15 1 00 1 00 

1876......... ... .. 1 50 60 60 25 20 50 12 1.5 1 00 1 00 

~f1' ............ :... 1 20 40 ~ 20 12 50 ~~ 15 1 00 1 ()()

1./,8................. 1 30 40 20 rs 40 • 15 75 


9 ................. 75 40 25 10 60 12~ 75 

1880 .............. '11 25 50 40 20 14 50 12 10 ........... . 

1881. '" ............. 1 00 45 35 20 22 60 12% 12 ..50..... .... . 

1882 ........... . ••. 1 30 75 45 25 20 1 00 18 15 

1883......... : ..... 110 65 50 25 20 60 18 15 80 


Wheat was highest in the summer of 1867, when the 
price was $3.25. 

• CaretUlly compUed from newspapers and private diaries. 
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The following table, compiled from the Federal census 
reports, exhibits the number of acres of land in the county, 
value of the fanns, the farm machinery; number of horses, 
etc., and value thereof; and -the detailed agricultural pro­
ductions, with values, etc.: 

AGRICULTURAL .PRODUCTIONS, ETC., FOR THE YEARS 

1860, 1870 AND 1880. 

1860. 
LANDS, STOCK, ETC. 

Acres of land in improved farms.... ... 92,048 
" unimproved". ...... 86,310 

Cash value of farms ......................... $2,884,916 
Value farm implements & machinery $59,257 

'Number of Horses...... ...................... 3,904 
,. Mules and asses............. 32 
" Milch cows... .... ...... . ...... 3,881 
" 'Vorking oxen....... ......... 680 

other cattle.... ................ 7,090 

" Sheep.......... ................... 10,945 

" Swine.... ................ ......... 8,028 


Value of live stock........................... $454,070 
GRAIN AND PRODUCE. 

Wb.eat, bushels of........................... . 49.124 
Rye, " .. 01... •••••••••••••••••••••• 4,999 
Corn, " ........................... . 239,024 

Oats, " .......................... . 126,198

Tobacco, pounds of ......................... . 1,380 

'Vool, " ....................... . 27,801

Peas and beans, bushels of............. . 41 

Irish potatoes, " ............. . 10,586

S,veet" " ............. . 565 

Barley, " ............. . 161 

Buckwheat " ............. . 13,798

Orchard products, value of.......... . $9,376

'Vine, gallons of ........................... . 45 

Market garden products, value of. $103 

Butter, pounds of........................... . 171,876

Cheese, " '" ...................... . 6,116

Hay, tons of.................................. . 6,353

Clover and grass seeds, bushels of.. 376 

Hops, pounds of............................. . 32 

Flax, " ............................... . 5,998

Maple sugar, pounds of. ... : ............. . 32,608

Maple molasses, gallons of............. . 1,812

SorghuIll" " ............. . 7,722

Beeswax, pounds of......................... ' 111 

Honey, ,. ......................... . 8,271

Home-made manufactures, value of $13,290

Animals slaughtered or sold for 


slaughter, value of....... " . . ....... $46,994 
Estimated value of all farm products. 

1870. 1880. 

112,045 138,032 
80,662 .............. 

4,724,358 5,218,818 
83,187 92,597 

4,238 4,513 
36 93 

4,606 5,559 
761 452 

7,743 11,156 
17,371· 26.697 
7,324 10,155 

871,260 651,392 

111,805 96,916 
5,130 1,858 

301.328 441,587 
148,072 72,988 

2,733 11,330 
55,856 108,185 

25 .............. 
23,772 31,335 

435 2,145 
80 .............. 

1,575 8,164: 
37,427 27,571 

3 .............• 
470 .............• 

345,573 459,835 
1,030 4,061 

12,030 6,517 
309 .............. 
13 ...•.........• 

540 .............. 
24,274 ............•• 
, 733 .............• 

36,504 .............• 
32 .•..........•• 


10,710 .......•.~ ...• 

12,928 ..•.........•• 


304,006 ••••........•• 
$1,141,914 497,415 
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NOTE.-In the matter of "the estimated value of all farm prod­
ucts," in the foregoing table, no statement is given in the report 
for 1860. The heading of the column in the report for 1870 is, 
"Value of all fa:rm products, including betterments and additions 
to stock"; while that for 1880 is, "Value of all farm productions 
(sold, consumed and on hand) for 1879." It will be observed that 
the statement of value for 1870 includes matters excluded in that 
for 1880. It this latter year we nave for the first time the" cost of 
building and repairing fences," which for Monongalia County is 

given at $"203. 
The numerous blanks in the column for 1880 are owing to the fact 

that the specific information has not yet been published from the 
Census Department. 

SIZES OF FARMS. 

1860 1870 

Number under 10 aares ..• ................................ ...................... ...... 69 

" of 10 and under 20 acres ........ _._.............. ..................... 111M 

" 20 .. 50" .......... .......... .•• ......... ...... ........ 159 481 

" 50 "' 100 " .. ....... .. 433 509
e' ...... ...... ........ ......... 


" 100 " 500 " .. :... ...... ............. ...... ...... ..... ...... 335 353 

" 500 "1000" ...... ...... .. ........ .................. .... . 61 7 


1000 acres and over ...... ...... ......... ........ ......... ......... ..... 2 


The number of farms in the county in 1880 is given at 
2,013; in 1870, 1555. The value of the forest's products for 
the same year, $25,743; total amount of wages paid farm­
hands, including value of board, in 1880, $49,076; cost of 
fertilizers purchased in 1879, $4,336. The county produced 
229 bu~helsof flax seed in 1860; no statement of the pro­
duction is given in subsequent reports. 

Statistical reports previous to 1860, are comparatively 
meagre. Very many items of interest contained in the cen­
sus reports for 186~ to '80, ar~ lacking in these reports of 
earlier years. What can be gathered from those reports at 
hand follow: 
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1840. 1850. 
PRODUOED. ----- ­

Wheat, bushels 01••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••"............... 166,496 52,370 
Rye, U ......... ••••••••• ••••••••• ••••• •••• ••••• ............ 6,259 2,921I
Corn, " .......................................... ,..... ..... 381,316 184,379 

Buckwheat II ............ ......... ......... ......... ......... ...... 8,936 2,964: 

Oats, " ......... ......... ......... ......... ......... ......... 320,092 111,252 

Potatoes, Irish, bushels of................. ..................... .............. 8,016 


" sweet " ......... ......... ......... ...... ...... ........ ...... 2,£199 

Beans Rnd Peas," ......... ...... ..... ......... ......... ........ .... 392 

Tobacco, pounds of...... ......... ...... ......... ......... ...... ...... 14,915 3,750 

Hops, " ......... .......................................... 636 179 

Flax, " •• ...... ......... ...... ...... ......... .. ......... .......... .... 615 

Hay, tons of............. ................. ...... ....... ................. 6.938 6,013 

Grass seeds, bushels er. ........ ....... ......... ......... ......... ...... ..... 536 

Molasses, sorgbu m, gallons of............................................ :.F. 2,403 

Wool, pounds of........................................................ 51,316 29,129 

Butter, " ..................... ...... ......... ................... .............. 145,178 

CheesEl, " ........................................................ .......... ... . 10,784 

Honey, " ............................. _ ....................... 930 8,118 

Orchard products, value of..................................... ,. $9,582 301 


\ LIVE 15TOCK, 
Number of Horses......... ............... ...... ..... ............... 5,560 2,790 


" ]\fules and asses................................................ 10 

" WorkIng oxen................................................. .. 423 

" Milch cows...................................................... 2,905 

,. other cattle............. • ...................................... .. 5,188 


Sheep.................................................... 28,817 13.015 

Swine..... · ......... ..... ............. ...... ..... ...... 19,885 8,121 


MISOELLANEOUS. 
Acres improved......................................................... .............. 58,536 


" unimproved ....... :. ........................................... •. ....• ..... 68,047 

Value of farnt implements..................... .................... .............. ~50,939 


" of farms ........................................................................ 31,569,392 


The writer has in his possession "A List of Lands and 
Lot~ returned as Delinquent, in Monongalia County, Va., 
for the non-payment of taxes, f~r 1820, and prior thereto," 
which was made out and printed in conformity to an act of 
the General Assembly passed April 1, 1831. The document 
is a pamphlet of fifty-eight large pages, divided into col­
umns showing the names and residences of the' owners, 
number of acres in each tract, and "local description of the 
land," with its distance and beal'ing from the court-house, 
and the years for which taxes were due, the amount for 
each year, and the aggregate. ~he year 1787 is the earliest 
for which taxes are put down as unpaid in this large list. 
About 2,500 tracts are named in the list, lying in all parts 
of the then extensive territory of Monongalia. In the col­
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umn of "local description of land," we have the following 
n.ames: Muddy creek, Sandy, Scott's run,~Dunkard, Mon on­
galia, Cheat, Thloee-fork, Snowy creek, Meadow run, Laurel 
run, White-day, Pawpaw, Crooked run, Booth's creek, Cole­
man's creek, Mill creek, Buffaloe, Buffalow, Hazel run, Co­
burn creek, White Day creek, Free-fork creek, Colburn's 
creek, Beaver creek, Tyger (also Tygar) Valley, Glady 
creek, Decker's creek, Prickett's creek, Monongalia river, 
Swamps, Harper town, Rether run, Grady creek, Yohogany, 
Three Fork, Dunkard, Little river, Glade run, Valley river, 
West Fork [of] Valley river, Wickwire's creek, Bull run, 
Aaron's creek, Pawpaw, Laurel Hill, Farro's run, Green's 
run, Indian creek, Deep run, Raccoon, Little creek, Dillow's 
creek, Zauyll. run, Round run, Swamp run, Sand spring, 
Corban's creek, State spring, Green Glades, Ruble's run, 
Fauquire, Wickware's creek, Miracle run, W oU creek, Stew­
art's run, Doll's run, Robinson's run, Salt Lick, Smithfield, 
"Darrow's run-Farrow's run-Garrow's run," Plum run 
and Bull creek. In the table of town lots we find the names 
of the towns of Morgantown, Kingwood, (jranville, Smith­
field and Machanic Town. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

INDUSTRIAL HISTORY. 

Decker Creek Iron Works-Cheat River Iron 'Yorks-Davis or 
Pleasant, Woodgrove, Henry Clay and Anna Furnaces-Clin­
ton Furnace-Hawthorne's Nail Works-Powder Mill-Mill 
Stones-1Voolen Factories-Paper Mill-Potteries-Carriage 
W orks-Foundries-Furniture 1Vorks-Borings for Oil-Salt 
:Making-Gold Seeking-Coke Burning-Preston Company­
Statistical. 

"In places whereIn thrivIng manufactories have erected themselves, land has been 
observed to sell quIcker, and for more years' purchase, than In other places."-Locke. 

"The most opulent natIons, Indeed, generally excel all their neIghbors In agricul­
ture, as well as In manufactures; but they are eminently more distinguished by their 
superiority In the latter than In the former."-AtIam Smith. 

THE first industry carried on in the county was the manu­
facture of iron. In 1789, the first iron ever made west of 
the Alleghany l\Iountains was turned out at old Alliance 
Furnace in Pennsylvania, not fifty miles from Morgantown. 
In the following year the fires of Springhill Furnace were 
lighted just beyond the county line. Who were the first 
iron-masters of Monongalia? None can tell. As a matter 
of history the burnt records of 1796 have swept it away,.and 
the memory of the oldest inhabitant fails to supply the loss. 

DECKER CREEK IRON WORKS.-Also known as .the old 
"Rock, Forge," were said to have been standing in 1798. 
In volume two, at page 34, of the county court order-book, 
on August 12th, 1800, is re'corded an Ol'der for" a road from 
Samuel Hanway's mill and iron works down Decker's Creek." 
John Stealey* advertised fo~ hands at this .furnace in 1815. 

• John Stealey came trom Maryland to ~lorgantown. He died at Jerrersonv11le, 
IndIam!).. It is saId that he made the first grates made In the county. TWO of these 



255 INDUSTRIAL HISTORY.' 

Betweeen this year and 1824, W atts ~nd Kiger, Stealey's 
sons-in-law, ran the works. In 1824, W j,tts was succeeded 
by Jesse Evans, wh~ put A. P ..Wilson in charge of the 

works and the furnace, known as "Valley," which was then 

standing. Alexander Clear and William Alexander operated 
the worl{s sometime after 1831, and were succeeded by 

Clear. Crouther and French operated the works sometime 
after 1840. They were succeeeued by Kinsley sometime 

between 1852 and 1855; Kinsley ran them but a short time, 

and the works, about three and a half miles from Morgan­
town, are now nearly in ruins and nearly all gone. They 

consisted of the furnace-quarter-stack-and a forge. 

CHEAT RrVER OR "JACKSON'S OLD IRON WORKs."-In a 

deed made November 28, 1798, by John B. Armstead to John 
Davis, Henry and Isaac Hite Williams, for 200 acres of 

land on Quarry Run, it is described as a tract upon which 
"Pleasant Fllrnace" is now standing. This is the earliest 

official mention of a furnace to be found in the county. 

Samuel Jackson, of "Washington Township, Fa.yette Coun­

ty, Penn.," about 1800, built a log dam and mill, where, 
Some time before 1809-10, he erected his forge, and made 
nails 'by hand. On April 8, 1809, J obn Ramsey sold two 

tracts of land to Jackson, for $4,000. Pleasant or Davis 
Furnace could not supply enough iron for Jackson's use, 

and he bought large quantities at Springhill and other 
furnaces in Pennsylvania, and hauled the iron to his works. 

To supply these works, Davis's Furnace was run, and 
Woodgrove, Henry Clay and Anna furnaces were built and 

grates at O. H. Dllle's residence are quaInt, queer looking old thIngs, though very 
serviceable. Mr. Stealey marrIed Prudence Cozad. or their children, Elizabeth was 
marrIed to Cornelus Berkshire, Sarah to Jacob KIger, ChrIstina to Rawley SCott, and 
Cathar1n.e to CoL Richard Watts, and atter hIs death she was marrIed to Wm. TIart, 
"Whose Widow she now 18. 
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Greenville Furnace. was rented. These furnaces were all 
quarter stacks. -We shall now r~late their individual 
histories, and then return to tne Cheat River Iron Works 
which they supplied. 

DAVIS OR PLEASANT FURNACE.-It is said that John Davis 
and Hugh McNeely built this furnace, and operated it for a. 
time, and that Davis failed in business and became insane. 
J ohn Jackson and Updegraff operated it until 1808-9, when 
they were succeeded by John Test, who opened a large 
store. He failed about 1811, when the furnace was aban­
doned. It made, it is said, a ton and a quarter of iron a 
day, which was worth at that time $100 a ton. 

'VOODGROVE FURNAcE.-Three miles from Ice's Ferry, on 
the Ice's Ferry and Uniontown road, this furnace was 
built by Josiah Jackson between 1822 and 1824 (by most 
accounts; some say in 1828). It stood on the Samuel 
Canby tract of land, bought by Jackson in 1818. It 
made pig-iron. In 1836, it passed to Lamb, Tassey & Bis­
sell, who were succeeded in 1839 by the Ellicotts, who at­
tached steam. Claybaugh operated it from 1849 to 1852, 
when the old stack gave out, and he built the one noW 
standing. It was next operated by Dr. Meredith Clymer, 
from 1854 to 1860. He put in the hot-blast. In 1861-62, 
Henry S. Coombs and Isaac Blaney worked up the last stock. 
After the year 1849 all the iron made was shipped by water. 
The furnace was destroyed by fire in 1862. 

HENRY CLAY FURNACE.-This cold-blast furnace, run by 
steam, located on a branch of Quarry Run, four miles from 
Ice's Ferry, was built by Leonard Lamb, bewteen 1834 and 
1836, for Tassey & Bissell. Its capacity was four tons in 
twenty-four hours. Tassey & Church next operated it, then 
Tassey, Morrison and Semple, who conveyed it, in 1859, to 
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the Ellicotts. They built seven or eight miles of tramway, 
and ran the furnace till about 1847. Up to the year 1839 
all the iron made was boated down the river. 

ANNA FURNA~E.-Otherwise known as the "River Fur­
n.ace," was loc~ted at Ice's Ferry. It was built by' the 
Ellicotts between 1845 and 1848, to burn charcoal, but after­
wards was convert~d into a coke furnace. ' Its ca1>acity was 
from eight to ten tons in twenty-four hours. It was bought 
by Matthew Gay in 1849, and sold to J\'IcKey & Kelvey in 
1852. This firm operated it until 1854, succeeded by Dr. 
Clymer, who ran it until 1860. From 1863 to 1866, it was 
in charge of John Kell~y; 1866 and 1867, Lyod & Lossing. 
In 1868, Chess finished up the stock, and the machinery was 
taken out in 1881 and sent to Pittsburgh.- This furnace had 
seven or eight miles of tramway. 

The history of Cheat Iron Works, with its group of fur­
naces named above, has been an eventful one, and a history 
impossible to collect at this late day, in its every detail of 
the many and complicated changes of possession by owner­
ship and leasing. Samuel Jackson was succeeded by his son 
Josiah, who rented the works to Huston and others, and 
then ran them awhile himself. He failed. Lazier, Byard & 
Co., among others, operated the works for a time. On April 
22d, 1839~ Tassey, Morrison & Semple sold them to the 
Ellicotts for $92,000. After the Ellicotts failed, in 1848 or 
1849, several changes took place; and, in 1852, McKelvey & 

Kay came into possession. In 1854, Dr. Clymer took charge 
of the works for the Pridevale Iron Compa~y, which failed 
about 1860. Smyth & Chess, of Pittsburgh, were the next real 
owners, and the last iron was made in 1868. The property 
Was placed by them,in 1876, under the supervision of Justice 
John N. Dawson, the present efficient superintendent. 

17 
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Samuel Jackson cut his nails by hand until 1822, when he 
put in machinery~ The Ellicotts built a rolling-mill and a. 
puddling and boiling furnace, a nail factory, (Joshua Swin­
dler was their first nail-maker,) a founclry, the Anna. 

Furnace, machine, wagon and blacksmith shops, a large 
number of dwelling-houses, and leased the Greenville Fur­

nace. Unter their administration the Cheat Iron Works 
saw their palmi~st days. It is said they employed as high 
as 1,200 hands and fed daily for a time 3,000 persons-hands 
and their families. The rolling-mill commenced work Mon­

day, September 14, 1840. 

CLINTON FURNACE is located on the left bank of Booth's 
Creek, six miles above its mouth. It was built and .named 

Clinton by William Salyards about 1846, who bought the 
land from John Frederick, Sr. About a year after it was 

commenced, the property passed into the hands of George 

D. Evans, Plummer Fitch and Alfred Dorsey. They leased 

the furnace, about 1848, to Robert 1\1. Bendle and John 

Burns, who made the first iron, ran it for a. short time, and 
failed. Dr. Carr and George D. Evans were the next own­

ers, but they did not make any iron. They sold to George 
Hardman* (so it is said) ,about 1853. Hardman operated it 

for several years. He made coke in ground ricks, and put 

in the hot-blast. About 1858, Hardman' made an assign­
ment to Benjamin Ryan who made the last iron. The 

furnace was a quarter-stack, and is now in ruins. 
HAWTHORNE'S NAIL WORKs.-Robert and Alexander Haw­

thorne came to 1\Ionongalia in 1790, and settled on what is 

it George Hardman came from Courhessen, Germany. Alexander Campbell aided 
him In Wheeling In Improving lots and selllng them. He buUt the Cresson' roillng­
mill at Wheellng. After quitting Cllnton he went to Preston County, and built Iron­
dale Furnace In 1859, and Gladesv1lle Furnace In 18;0, which he operated for several 
years. Mr. Hardman died In Preston a tew years ago. 
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lmown a~ the "Hawthorne Homestead," about four miles 
south of Morgantown, on Aaron's Creek. One mil~ from its 
mouth they built, previous to 1800, a nail factory \ and car­
ried it on for a number of years. 

A powder mill was built on Quarry Run before 1800, and 
stood several years, where powder was made by Bmith,* 
Charles Rose and Graham.. 

In an early day getting out country mill-stones was a 
considerable business. Some forty years ago, Joshua 
Swindler had a boat load shipped from Cheat River to 
Cincinnati. 

Carding machines were used at an early day. Over fifty 
years ago, John Rogers had a carding-machine and a full­
ing-mill for the manu~acture of country cloths. 1\1oses 
Strosnider, in 1874, built a woolen factory on Dunkard 
Creek at Strosnider's Mill. Four years later, he moved the 
machinery to Blacksville, and erected his present -large and 
commodious factory for the manufacture of woolen goods 
and for carpet-weaving. It is a two-story frame building, 36 
by 52 feet, with an underground story. The machinery is 

run by a 20-horse-power engine. . 
John Rogers finished building th~ " Live Oak" paper-mill 

at Morgantown, on Decker's Creek, in 1839. On Monday, 
September 2d of that year, Tillton & Crowl commenced 
making paper. The building was. stone, four stories high, 
and cost about $6,000. Tillton & Crowl were succeeded by 
Rogers & Tillton, and they by Tillton. In 1853, Mr. Treu­
dly was making wrapping paper; and in 1855, Mr. Charles 

• By one account a man bl the name or Smith (and by another account hls name was 
Lyons) drove a naUm the powder mm, and a spark trom it set of[ the powder, and the 
mm was blown up. Smith was so severelY burned that he died atter walldng hait a 
mlle to Charles Rose's house. 
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Arthur, of Beaver, Penn., had leased the mill and was re­
fitting it, when it took fire and burned down. 

The manufacture of pottery was commenced in Morgan­
town by a man by the name of Foulk. At an early day his 
potterj stood where Pickenpaugh's livery stable is. John 
Thompson bought him out, and the pottery burned down, 
August 29, 1830.* ThoIll:pson commenced building the 
present steam pottery on September 15, 1830, and operated 
it until 1853, when his son, Capt. James Thompson, came 
into possession, afterwards attac~ed steam to it, and is now 
.engaged in manufacturing stone-ware. Francis Billingsley 
started a pottery on Mrs. Kelley's lot, which he sold to John 
'Thompson. It was torn down. William Critchfield made 
stone-ware at CeIlins's Ferry years ago. Potteries were 
started by James ~Iorris on Dunkard, and by one Miller 
twelve miles from ~Iorgantown on the Evansville Road. 
Neither is now running. 

One of the leading industries of the county is that of 
carriage - making. John Shisler, in 1802, commenced 
wagon-making in Morgantown, on the site of the building 
now occupied by G. W. John & Co.'s store. In 1805, he 
built the log part of Kern's carriage and buggy shop ~t the 
bridge, and associated his son Michael with him. James 
Kern became apprenticed to him in 1832. In 1841, Mr. 
Kern put up the first buggy ever made in the county, as 
he says, in a shop just across Maiden Alley from Price's mill, 
and sold it to Harrison Postlewaite. In 1849-50, Mr. Kern 
built a steam buggy factory on the east side of the river, 
one-half mile above the mouth of Decker's Creek, and ran it 
a f~w years.-- From 1863 to 1883, Mr..Kern and his son, 

• According t~ a dIary. CoL Frank Thompson says he thinks 1t was In 1827. 
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W. T. Kern, carried on the business at the factory at the 
bridge, which is not running now. 

The carriage manufactory of Fairchild, Lawhead & Co., 
established in the spring of 1851, is one of the most exten­
sive in the State. .The buildings, if connected, would be 
244 feet in length, and, with the lumber-yard, cover over an 
acre of ground. Two .long two-story frame buildings (one 
72 by 26, the other 102 by 32 to 40) are connected by a 
broad bridgeway above the first story. A one-story black­
smith shop, 50 by 30, and an office a story and a half, 20 by 
14: comprise the establishment. The power is furnished by 
two engine~, respectively, of 12- and 40-horse-power. The 
departments of the manufactory are, first, the machine shop, 
52 by 40 (with engine-room, 14 by 32, attached), run by the 
forty-horse-power engine, where the neccessary planing and 
spoke machinery dresses the rough material. N ext is the 
wood-shop, 48 by 26, on the first floor. The material is 
next carried to the blacksmith shop, where five fires and all 
neccessary machinel;'y are run by a twelve-horse-power 
engine. The work from here goes up to the second story to 
the paint-rooms (respectively, 32 by 60, and 32 by 50), with 
varnish- and trimming-rooms attached. Th~ work is now 
taken to the sales-room, 40 by 32 (on the first floor), where 
carriages, buggies, phootons, barouches, spring-wagons, etc., 

are kept for the inspection of buye:r:s. When running to its 
full capacity, the factory employs thirty hands. Vehicles 
from these works go all over this State, south-western 
Pennsylvania, and in nine States, reaching as far west as 
Texas. All growing from a small beginning in 1851:-­

• In the sprtng ot 1851, .A$bel Fa1rChUd buUt what is now a part ot the wood-shop 
and one ot the paint-rooms (36 by 18); and in the tall ot that year associated with him 
Ashbel Falrchtld Lawhead. Daniel Fordyce then came in, and the present firm was 
establIshed. In 1852, a SlDlll blacksmlth-shop w~ bUUt. The shop was widened rrom 
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An e~tablishment was opened in 1880, at Cassville, by W. 
C. Lough & Brothers, for the' manufacture of buggies; 
spring-wagons and general wood-work, which. is still in 
operation. 

John Stealey made stoves before 1825, at Rock Forge; 
but the first foundry proper in the county, of which we have 
any account, was built about 1838 or 1840, at Morgantown, 
just back of the present seminary, by Joel Nuzum and 
Henry and Hugh Daugherty. Afterwards Henry Daugherty 
operated it for several years. Hugh Daugherty, in 1844, 
built the molding and engine-room of Reay's steam foundJ;y, 
in Durbannah; William Lazier succeeded him, and put in 
a steam-engine about 1848, and associated with him James 
Nimon. They operated it from 1856 to 1859, when they 
sold to George M. Reay, its present proprietor. The foun­
dry building is a frame, 150 by 32 feet (90 feet tw?-story, 
and 60 feet one-story). It is run by a 7-horse-power engine. 
The ware-room is 24 feet long; engine-room, 66 feet; cast­
ing-house and store-room, 60 feet~ Stoves, grates, general 
castings, and hollow-ware are made. Cane mills were made 
in 1863 and 1864. James Nimon built a steam foundry in 
Durbannah in 1862, and operated it for eighteen months. 
It was torn clown. .Joseph Smith once had a foundry near 
Halleck, which was removed from Clinton Furnace to that 
place. Mr. Jones ran a small foundry near Thomas Pugh's, 
i~ Union District, near the State line, some years ago. 

Robert P. Hennen worked as a cabinet-maker in Morgan­

18 teet to 26 teet In 1834, and extended to 72 teet. The machine shop (two stortes) was 
bunt In 1860, and a small engine set bp. The large engine was put In In 1869; and the 
next year the sales-room was added to the machine Shop, completing the second long 
butldlng. In 1871, the present blacksmlth.shop was butIt, and In 1872 tbe omce was 
erected. In 1874, the 12-horse engine was set up. The Drm ran a bra,ncb. ~tabllSh­
ment at ClatJ..-sburg, W. Va., trom 1857 to 1870, and one at Untontown, Pa.. ror several. 
years. 
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town in 1840, and built a part of the present steam furni­
ture manufactory on Front Street. In 1865, he associated 
his son w~th him; and, in 1873, the firm changed to Hennen 
Brothers, which continuecf until 1882, when it was succeeded 
by Hennen & Madera-F. A. Hennen and J. E. Madera. 
The establishment is a three-story frame building, 50 by 70 
ieet, divided into a large workshop and finishing- and fur­
niture-rooms. It is run by a 25-horse-power engine. 
Steam has been used for twenty years. When running to 
full capacity it employs twenty hands. The establishment 
makes fine furniture of all kinds-chairs, spring-beds, 
mattresses, caskets and coffins. The work is sold in this 
and adjoining counties. The Smyth Brothers-William B. 
and John H. Smyth-have a furniture and undertaking es­
tablishment near l\'Iaidsville, which has been in operation. 
since 1882. Edward Price qlso has a furniture establish­

ment in Morgantown. 
There was considerable excitement in the county in the 

spring of 1861, which was caused by talk of the certainty of 
striking a rich oil-field in the territory of Monongalia. The 
more intense excitement attendant upon the breaking out 
of the war absorbed it, however, until 1865, when the" oil 
fever" again broke out. Oil companies* were organized, 
and wells bored (but down a few hundred feet only) in many 
places throughout the county. However, oil in non-paying 
quantities was obtained on Deckel"s Creek and Cheat River 

• on companies incorporated in 1865 : 
Name. Date. A tttlwrizetl Capital. 

Baltimore and Dunkard On. ..............................:March 3d ............. $150,000 

Doll's Run and Dunkard Creek Petroleum...............:March 3d .............. 300,000 

Cheat River on and Min1ng.. , •••..•..•••• '" •••.•••• , ....~[arch 4th..... • • • ..• • • 500,000 

Laurel Run 011............................................AprlI7th.............. 500,000 

The MaidSVille 011 and l'Il1nlng............................Aprll 8th. .............1,000,000 

!Ionongalta 011 and Mln1ng...............................Aprll 24th .............1,000,000 

Hawthorne Petroleum and Lumbering...................'May 6th...... ......... 100,000 

The WOOdgrove 011.......................................Augllstaoth........... 500,000 
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only. Tlw Morgantown Post mentions the Essex Petroleum, 
The Teutonia, the Decker's Creek Petroleum and the Key­

ser Oil companies as operating in, the county in 1~65. 
About 1824 or 1825, Peter A. Layton and Andrew Brown 

bored a well for salt-water, near Cassville, but abandoned 

the project. In the borings for oil, brine was struck on en­
tering the conglomerate. At Stumptown, in 1869, an aban­
doned oil-~well was cqnverted into a salt-well, and Thursby, 

Kidd & Co. put up the Monongalia Salt Works, at which 
about fifteen barrels of good salt ,was made per day. It 
was a very white article, but coarse for want of proper ma­
chinery to reduce ,it. The enterprise was abandoned. 

Something resembling gold ~uartz was found at 519 feet 
in the Gruffiin oil well, near New Brownsville. The same 
material was struck in a well on Decker's Creek at 343 feet, 
and considerable excitement prevailed. The q~al'tz did not 
turn out to be gold. 

Coke-burning in the county, since 1853, has been carried 
on at the furnaces, by burning ,in ricks on the ground. Some 
time after 1850, ",Villiam Lazier built a brick oven ancl 
burned coke at Durbannah Foundry. About 1878, George 

Y. Reay erected a fire-stone coke-oven at the foundry, 
about eight feet in diameter, in which he has since burnt 

48-hour coke; w~ich is a good article fOl' foundry use. In 
December, 1881, Thomas Anderson hauled ninety bushels 
of Connellsville coal from near the Pierpont Church to the 
Fairchance Furnace, where it was coked. The superintend­

ent, R. L. l\Iartin, pronounced it a fair grade of coke. 
In 1822, "The Preston Company"* was incorporated. 

• Certificate or Incorporation Issued April 25, 1882; admItted to record In Monongalla. 
August 19th; corporation to expire in 1982; maxlmum capItal authorized, $1,000,000; 
shares, $25; corporatol1i: J. 11. Hagans, A. W. Lorentz, H. B. LazIer, R. L BerkSh1I'e 
and S. G. ChadWick. 
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Its object is the buying and selling of mineral and timber 
lands, the mining and manufacturing of minerals, and to 
contract for the building of railways, telegraph lmes, 
bridges, etc. . 

Among the exhibits of Monongalia in the West Virginia 

Building at the Centennial International Exhibition in 1876, 

were cedar, spruce, white walnut, black walnut, white oak, 

hickory, poplar, common locust, wild black cherry, white 

ash, sugar maple, linden (or basswood), and chestnut sam­

ple boards from Fairchild, Lawhead & Co., and curly 

walnut boards from Walter Mestrezatt, of Morgantown. 


INDUSTRIAL STATISTICS OF MONONGALIA COUNTY. 

YEAR. 

1860. 
Agricultural Implem'ts. $3,100 
Carriages............. ..... .... 

2 5 
 $1,152 $1,100 $5,200 
10,000 

Men's Clothing....... ...... 
1 10 
 3,600 600 
 3,000 

2,000 
Flour and Meal...... ...... 

1 4 
 672 
 1,000 1,000 
12 22 
 5,772 97,987 53,500 I 114,284 

1,000 887 

Leather...... .................. 4 9 

Furniture, Cabinet. ...... 1 2 
 480 
 247 


6,700 

Lumber, Sawed............. 7 8 


4,815840 
 8,300 
7,475 


Pottery Ware...... ......... 1 2 

2,088 3,910 6,800 

2,000 

W 001, Carded.. .... .......... 3 3 


600 
 497 1,500 
180 
 7,200 5,000 8,000 

TotaL .................. at -6-5-1 1
85--1-5-,3-84­ -'-1-17-,3-6-6"1---,3-0-0-;-1-1-5,-34-6 


. 1870. 

Carriages, Wagons....... 3 14 
 $16,336 $4,250 $12,350 $19,600 

Flouring-mill Products. 7 11 
 3,200 77,235 39,300 80,700 

Leather............. ............ 8 11 
 1,950 23,325 11,400 29,065 

Lumber, Sawed............ 3 9 
 1,500 7,400 3,350 15,625 

Wool, Carded................ 2 3 
 ............ 
 8,940 2,200 11,000 

Total................... 11511781 28,273 
$208,091 $148,750 ' 329,714 
1880. 

;:... Total. .................. 73 166 $30.877[$198,134 $157,850 $281,73 


NOTE: ON THE: FOREGOING TABLE.-The table is compiled from 
the census reports. The report for 1860 attempts to give all the 
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industries of the county, while that for 1870 gives in detail only the 
"selected industries," and the total of all in the county. The report 
for 1880, so far as now published, gives the total only.. 

The number of steam-engines in the county in 1870, waS 
17; their total horse-power, 361. Number of water wheels, 
27; their total horse-power, 440. 

In 1870, there were two" bituminous coal establishments" 
in the county, employing three hands, with $1,200 capital 
invested, paying $700 in wages, using $200 worth of raw 
material, producing 2,400 tons worth $2,400. 

The value of "home-made productions" in 1850, accord­
ing to the United States census reports, was $17,946. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 


POLITICAL HISTORY. 


Qualification of Voters-Voting Places-Presidential Votes-Del­
egates to Constitutional and other Conventions-Votes on 
Constitutions and Amendments, Secession, New State, Etc. ­
Members of House of Delegates-Senatorial and Congress­
ional Districts-List of Sheriffs, Surveyors, and Assessors­
Prominent Monongalians Abroad-Biographical-Votes of the 
County-Statistics of Population, etc. 

By THE constitution of 1621 of the Colony of Virginia, the 
right of suffrage (in the election of members of the House 
of Burgesses) was given to "the inhabitants"; afterwards 
only freemen were allowed to vote. The right was further 
restricted, and housekeepers only could vote; then free­
holders and housekeepers liable to levies: Again, all free­

men were made voters; then freeholders only; then tenants 
for life were added. Again, the right of suffrage was limited 
to freeholders "(excluding women, infants, and recusants 
convict)." In 1736, it was confined to holders of one hun­
dred acres of unsettled land or twenty-five acres of improved 
land, and all freeholders in towns. Till 1723, free negroes, 
Indians and mulattoes could vote. In that year they were 
disqualified. The convention of 1775 extended the right of 
suffrage to free white men in possession of the requisite 
quantity of land, and those claiming freeholds therein, though 
they should have no patents or legal title to their land.* In 
1785, the amount of unimproved land neccessary to be held 
as a requisite to the right of suffrage, was reduced from one 
hundred to fifty acres. The provision requiring voters to 

• See page 51 of this work, foot--note. 
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vote in their respective counties and towns, was enacted in 
1699.* The Constitutional Convention of 1829:""30 made•
further modifications. in the direction of free suffrage; and 
the convention of 1850 wiped out the property qualification 
altogether, and" every white male citizen of the Common­
wealth, of the age of twenty-one years, who has been a resi­
dent of the State for two years, and of the county, city or 
town where he offers to vote, for twelve months next pre­

ceding an election," ~as made a voter. The mode of 
voting was viva voce. 

The first election was held at the house of Jonathan Co­
bun.t The next earliest voting places of which we have 
any account was at Morgantown or near it, prior to 1782, 
when an act of the Legislature made Zackwell Morgan's the 
place of holding court, and it and Boush's Fort (now Buck­
hannon) voting pJaces. After 1784 the place of holding 
court was the voting place for some time. In 1816, Morgan­

town and some point in "the Cheat District" were voting 
places. The court-house and the "Swamps" were polling 
places in 1821. In 1824, the court-house, "Pawpaw" and 
" Swamps" were the polls. In 1830, "Dunkard" was a poll; 
and, in 1832, the court-house, l\Iiddletown, Pawpaw, Dun­
kal'd and Swamps were the polls. In 1836, " Jarrett's, Ross 
and Snodgrass" were additional polls, and Pawpaw and 
D~nkard did not appear. In 1840, the polls were the court­

house, Ross, Swamps, Jacksonville, Snodgrass, MidcUetown, 
Jarrett's,'Pawpaw, Flat Run and Blacksville. 

"N0 returns of the popular vote for President are pre­

served with ~ny fullness previous to 1824," says :Mr. 
Spofford, the Librarian of Congress. 

• Code of 1819, voL 1, pp. 38, 39, note. 
t see page 51 or thIs work. 
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THE VOTES OF MONONGALIA. FOR PRESIDENT, 

from 1828 to 1880, were as follows: 

1828-Andrew Jackson, Democratic 490 
John Q. Adams, National Republican 181 

1832-.!.ndrew Jackson, Democratic 860 
Henry Clay, National Republican 230 

1836-Martin Van Buren, Democratic 680 
William H. Harrison, Whig, etc. 307 

1840-Martin Van Buren, Democratic • 1236 
'Villiam H. Harrison, 'Vhig 681 

1844*-James K. Polk, Democratic 780 
Henry Clay, \Vhig 393 

1848-Lewis Cass, Democratic 
Zachary Taylor, Whig 
tMartin Van Buren, Free Soil 

1852-Franklin Pi£>rce, Democratic 1310 
'Vinfield Scott, 'Vhig 728 
tJohn P. Hale, Free Democratic 

185G-James Buchanan; Democratic • 1474 
Millard Filmore, American 630 
John C. Fremont, Republican 2 

1860-Stephen A. Douglas, Democratic 757 
John Bell, Const. Union 622 
John C. Breckinridge, Democratic 601 
Abraham Lincoln, Republican 77 

18M-Abraham Lincoln, Republican 1321 
George B. McClellan, Democratic. 706 

1868-Ulysses S. Grant, Republican 1518 
Horatio Seymour, Democratic 945 

1872-Ulysses S. Grant, Republican . 1531 
Horace Greeley, Dem. & Lib. Rep. 807 
Charles O'Connor, J)emocratic 7 

1876-Rutherford B. Hayes, Republican 1572 
Samuel J. Tilden, Democratic . 1136 
Peter Cooper, Greenback . 8 

1880--James A. Garfield, Republican 1753 
Winfield S. Hancock, Democratic 1239 
James B. Weaver, Greenback . 88 

• In this year no vote was cast tor James G. Birney, Liberal Party, In VIrglnla. 

t Received but 9 votes In the State. 

; Received no votes In Virginia. 
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CONVENTIONS AND CONSTITUTIONS.* 

The delegate from Monongalia CO"!lnty *0 the convention 
of 1776, which framed the first constitution of Virginia, was 
Col. John Evans. 

Oonvention of 1829.-The delegate from the county to the 
Constitutional Convention of 1829 was Eugenius M. Wilson. 
The votes of the county upon the question of calling this 
convention, and upon the ratification of the constitution 
framed by it, were as follows: 

Constitution.Convention. 
POLL. For Against.For (Against. 

422 69 282 219Court-house ...... '... . 
77 8 7 59Swamps............. . 


136 28 112 126Pawpaw ............. . 

62 30I>unkard ............ . 


105 410 487Total ......... e••• 1 635 

530 77Majority .... . II 

Oonvention of 1850.-Waitman T. Willey, of Monongalia, 
was a delegate to the Constitutional Convention of 1850. 
The vote of the county upon calling this convention, was, 
for convention, 179; against, 797; majority against, 618. 
The vote upon the ratification of the Constitution submit­
ted by that body was, for ratification, 1377; against, 27; 
majority, 1350. 

Richmond Oonvention of 1861.-Waitman T. Willey and 

.. Raleigh's grant was made In 1584; l1rst charter, 1606; second charter, May 23d, 
1609; thtrd cbarter, 1611. VirginIa Blll ot Rights was adopted by a. convention ot 
lorty-l1ve members ot the House ot Burgesses at Wllllamsburgh, June 12, 1776. The 
first Constitution ot VirginIa. was adopted June 29, 1776, by the same convention. 
Amended Constitution ot 1830 rat11led by a vote ot 26,055 to 15,563. Amended Constltu­

. tlon ot 1851 rat11led by 67,562 to 9,938 (with no returns trom two counties). OrdInance 
ot Secession, 1861, vote reported at 128,884 In tavor to 32,7341n OPPOsition. constitution 
or West Virginia, 1861, rat1l1ed by a vote or 28,321 to 5i2. Constitution or 18'i2 was rati­
fied by a vote or 42,344 to 37,777, wIth no returns trom Ritchie County. 
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Marshall M. Dent were elected delegates by Monongalia 
County to the Richmond Convention of 1861, which passed 
the ordinance of secession. At the election of these dele­
gates, the county also voted upon the question whether the 

action of the convention should be submitted to their ap­
proval.* That vote in detail, also the votes on the ordinance 
of secession and on the question of a new State, should the 
ordinance be ratified against the vote of Western Virginia, 

are given in the followi~g table: 

<l) 
t:) ~0 d 

~ ass::I' 25~~ rJ2d~aS rn~a .9 
<l)rn.... 0 00t:) ~I d Irn<l)<l)~g. 

z CI)<l) <l) 
~~ 0 00 ~ <l)~~ <l)POLLS. ...,~<l) rn tErn.s::i enZ~~ s::I~ s::II 

d .s0 '"''"'~ 0'"' d0 ~~B bObO ~ ~ < < < 
Court-house. __ . ___ •.•.••. , .............. 
 452' 2650 00 2 801 
Guseman's.............................. 
 0043 00 36 I 3500 
Jones's.................................. 
 159 146 98 0000 9 

56 0000 00 8471 
7080 00 114 0000E~;~~:.::.:.:.:.:.::·:·: :.::::.:.:.::::::::: :::::: 15.'3 98 00142 00 00 

Cushman's.............................. 
 76 I 0095 00 10300 
13.3 I 147 00100C.ssv111e•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• "1 161 

Laurel PoInt............................ 181 
 92 11 10 1.'34 
Cox's.................................... 81 
 0062 63 I 518 
~Iooresvllle. . .. •............ , ........... 159 
 147 0000 00 201 

235 4800 7Tennant's....•••••••.•.••...•.......... '1 65 

166 5460 200 

167 --12~~r:-~~~::: ::::::::::::: ':::::.:::::::::: 152 22 1904 

1591 18Total. .............................. \2027 
 13 1151 226.3 
15732148Majortty. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2014 

~ 

Wheeling Convention of June, 1861.-Delegates from 
Monongalia: Leroy Kramer, Joseph Snider, Ralph L. 
:Berkshire, William Price, James Evans and D. B. Dorsey. t 

lVheeling Oonvention of 1861 to fra1ne a Constitution for 
the proposed New State.-The delegates of :Monongalia to 

this convention were W. T. Willey and Henry Dering.::: 
Flick .Amendment.-The vote of the county, in 1871, 

.. This election was held February 4th; that on SeceSSion, )Iay 23d, and that on the 
ProPOSition to form a new State, in October, 1861. 

t John J. Brown was a member from Preston County. 
tJohn J. Brown and John A. Dllle were members trom Preston County. 
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upon the amendment to the constitution of the State, pop­
ularly kno~ as the" Flick Amendment," was 786 for and 
200 against. 

Oonvention of 1872.-This convention was called by a vote 
of the people taken on the fourth Thursday of August, 1871, 
to amend the constitution. At the election for delegates to 
this convention, held on the fourth Thursday of October 
following, J. 1\tlarshall Hagans and Joseph Snider were 
elected the two delegates from Monongalia County, and W. 
T. ,Villey, of Monongalia, was chosen as one of the delegates 
from the senatorial district. The convention assembled at 
Charleston, then the Capital of the State, on the third Tues­
day of January, 1872. The vote of Monongalia upon call­
ing this convention was, for conv~tion, 688; against, 1,214. 
Upon. the ratification of the Constitution submitted, the 
vote of the county was 895 for ratification, an~~1,470 against. 

Oonstitutional Amendments of 1880.-The Legislature, on 
the 6th of March, 1879, proposed two ~me:r;tdments to the 
Constitution-an amendment to Article VII~, and one to 
Section 13 of Article III. At the election on the second 
Tuesday of October, 1880, these amendments were ratified. 
Monongalia's vote was: Article VIII, for ratificatio~, 1,450; 
against, 1,277. Article III, Section 13, for ratification, 1,440 ; 
against, 1,270. 

MEMBERS OF HOUSE OF DELEGATES. 

The destruction of the records in Monongalia in 1796, at 
Richmond in 1865, and the fact that the earlier journals of 
the Legislature do not contain the n~mes of the members, 
have made it impossible to get a full list of the names of the 
gentlemen who have represented the county in the House 
of Delegates of the General Assembly of Virginia. The list 
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snhjoine(l is the result of patient and prolonged searchings. 

It was made up from old documents and newspapers, 

from records in the county clerk's office, from searches at 

Richmond, and from the day-book of Thomas P. Ray (from 

1821 to 184:1). From her creation till 1842, the county had 

two delegat<:'H in the General Assembly; from this year till 

1852, but one; from 1852 to 1882, two delegates in the 

ARsemhly, and in the Legislature of West Virginia. The 

re-apportionment made in 1882, gave her but one member 
in the Houf:-e of Delegates. 

MEMBERS HOUSE OF DELEGATES. 

STATE OF VIRGINIA. 

1797-Thornas Laidley 

1800-TholJl8R Lltidley 

180S- \\?illhufl G. Pavne 
n~nllunin Hef'df'r 

1809-Ralph BerkshIre 
'olin F: irlax 

18l0-Dnnlpv E"all" 
John NH'khn 

1811-Felix Scott 

IS12-FelJx Scott 

18la- Dun It'v EV811Q 

John \VItg'lIer 
ISH-Dud lev Evans 

John FHirfllx 
ISI5-Dudlev Evans 

John WAgner 
l8l6-Thom~s Wlhmn 

Ralph Berkshir!-' 
l8I7-JulJn Wallner 

Thomas Bvrne 
lSI8--Dnfilf'v EVl\n~ 

.John \\'a"ner 
1819-Dlldlf'v Evanq 

Alphe1\S P. WIlson 
1820-John Wagner 

ThomaR S. Haymond 
182I-ThomRs S. HaJ"monrl 

- Morgan
1822-Ralph B .. rkshire 

-- Morgan
1823-TI'''m:llol S. Haymond 

-Mol'Jotsn 

1824-Tbomas S. Havmond 
Ralpb Berkshire 

1825-29-Richard Watts 
Frsnci~ BilIing!c'ley 

1830-Rl.-harn Watts 
Engar C. Wilson 

1831-FI·anf.'iR Billingsley 
William G. Henry 

1832-William .T. Willey 
Wilham G. Henry 

1833-Francis BiJlingslev 
I~aac Cooper 

ISM-William J. Willey 
- Mor~an 

1835-William J. Willey 
JO!leph ~.,. Harrison 

18M-William J. Willey 
I~llac Cooper 

1837-ThomaQ S. Haymond 
Horatio ~Iorl!an 

1838-Thomas S. Haymond 
John Cla,yton 

lS39-.John Clavt('u 
James Evans 

1840-.John Clavton 
raleb Tanzey 

1841-Wilh:un S. Mor~an 
Jos~pb F. Harrison 

1842-Caleb TllnzAY 
1843-.Tohn H. Howlhv 
1844-Alex. Wade 
1845-Alex. Wade 
1846-Andrew Brown 
1850-Francls Warman 
185J-Andrew McDonald 
*l852-Andrew McDonald 

• After thl!:> year the regular sessions were held bl-ennlally; priOr to thIs year, they 
W\lre held annuB.ll:"". 

1~ 

http:annuB.ll
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I85:o!-.John H. Le'uley 1857--A II red ;\1. Ea I' 110 III' 

ISb3-John B. Lou/;{h Aillel t G. \)<l"h 

Hen rv H. Coom U!iI 1859-Johll W diia('t' 
1855-Wllh"am Lalltz Andrew BrowlI 

Robert C. Carothers 

REORGA)I'IZED GOVERNMENT 01<' VIRGINIA. 

18tH-LeeRoy Kralller 1862-LeeRo,Y Kramer 
Joseph Snider Juseph ~llldl:'r 

s'rA1'E of WEST VIRGINIA. 

I863-LeeRoy Kr<uner 1870-Ge:Jr~~ C. HtUl'bl::o>S 
Jolm B. L(\l1gh 1871-GI'orge C. Slu rg);!s 

1864-LeeRvy KnulIel' John BLough 
John H. Loug:h *1872-WlllIlUIl Pnee 

I865-Alpheu" W. Brown Joseph SOlder 
Henry S. Coomb~ 1874-Johu B. Longh 

1866-AlphtHll< \V. BrowlI Joseph SOlder 
Nllisoll N. HI~tllllall 1876-J"llleS T. McCla!i1kev 

1867- James T. McCll\sKl'Y John B. Gray ~ 
James V. Eou:.:hller 1878-J. Marshall Hagans 

I868-James'1'. l\1cClrl!o.key James Hare 
Alpheus GUI'rl'OIl 188O-Henry L. Cox 

1869-Wllham Price James S. 'Vatson 
George C. Sturglss 1882-Henry L. Cox. 

1870-.10ho B. Lough 

CONGRESSIONAL' DISTRICTS. 

In 1788, :Monongalia was in a Congressional disti·ict with 

Harrison, Ohio, and several other counties. In 1792, Mon­

ongalia was in the third Congressional district with Hamp­

shire, Hardy, Pendleton, Randolph, Harrison and Ohio. 

In 1813, Mono ngalia, Brooke, Ohio and Harrison were ill 

the First district; up to the year 1820, the counties of 

Lewis, Tyler and Preston were added. , These counties, 

except Lewis, formed the 18th district after 1823. l\Ionoll­

galia, Brooke, Hancock, Ohio, l\tlarshall,' Tyler, ",etzel, 

l\farion, Randolph, Preston and Barbour, in 1849, consti­

tuted the 15th district. In the apportionment of- April 6, 

1852, Monongalia, Marshall, Ohio, Brooke, Hancock, 'Vetzel, 

Tyler, Pleasants, Marion, Taylor and Preston composed the 

10th district. The Legislature of the Reorganized Goverll­
.----------------------------------------~-~-------

• Arter this year the regular seSSions or the Legislature were held bl-ennlallY; and 
the sessIon did not begIn till In January or the year after that In whIch the members 
were elected; thus, members were elected in 1874, to serve In the Legislature of 1815, 
and so on. 
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ment, January 30, 1863, made the 11th district to consist of' 
Mono~galia, Ta~l~r, }Iarion, Pr~ston, . trucker, Lewis, Bar­

bour, Upshur, Webster, Pocahontas, Randolph, Pendleton, 

Hardy, Hampshire and Morgan. Under the New State, on 

t~e 24th of September, 1863, the 2d district was formed 01 
the counties of l\'Ionongalia, Taylor, 1\Iarion, Preston: 
Tucker, Barbour, Upshur, Webster, Pocahontas, Randolph, 
Pendleton, Hardy, Hampshire, Berkeley and 1\Iorgan. Sub­
sequently, the counties of Grant, Mineral and Jefferson 

were added to this district, which so remained till the ap­
pOl,tionment of 1882, when 1Vebster, Upshur and Pocahon­

tas were taken off, and rest of the counties still formed the 
second district. 

CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVES. 

The first Congress of the United States assembled at New 

York City, March 4, 1789. John G. Jackson represented 
the districts of which 1\Ionongalia was a part from 1795 to 
97, and from 1799 to 1810, and again from 1813 to 17. 
Ex-Governor Joseph Johnson represented the district of 
which 1\Ionongalia was a part from 1823 to 27 ; and from 1835 
to 39. Philip Doddridge represented the district from 1829 

until his death, November 19, 1832. William G. Brown, of 

Preston, was the representative. from 1845 to 49; also in the 

37th Congress, and was the first representative from the dis­
trict under the new State. He also served through the 38th 

Congress, and was succeeded by George R. Latham, 1865-7. 
B. M. IGtchen, of Berkeley, was the next representative, 

serving in 1867 and 68, J aIRes C. McGrew, of Preston, 
succeeded him, in 1868, and served through two Con­

gresses, and until 1872. J. ~Ial'shall Hagans, of J\Ionon­

galia, was the next represen~l~ve of the district, from 1872 
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to 74. He was succeeded by Charles James Faulkner, of 
Berkeley, from 1874 to 76. Benjamin F. Martin, of Taylor, 
then repre~ented the district, from 1876 to 1881, when John 
Blair Hoge, of Berkeley, was elected, and served tW 1883. 
William L. Wilson, of Jefferson, was elected in 1882, as a 
member of the XLVIIITH Congress. 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 

THOMAS WILSON, a prominent man in the county in his 
day, was born in Eastern Virginia. He read law with Judge 
Stuart, of Staunton, and was admitted to the bar at that 
place. He married Miss Mary Poage, and came to Morgan­
town, where he was admitted to practice law September 21, 
1789. After enjoying a lucrative practice for over twenty 
years, he was elected the first member of Congress from 
Monongalia County, and served from 1811 to 1813. After 
the expiration of his term in Congress, he devoted himself 
to the practice of his profession. He died on the 24th 
of January, 1826, after a long l~fe of public usefulness, 
leaving behind him five sons and three daughters, distin­
guished for talent and ability. 

EDGAR CAMPBELL WILSON, son of the Hon. Thomas Wil­
son, was born at Morgantown, October 18, 1800. He read 
law with his father, and was admitted to the bar at Morgan­
town on June 24, 1822. He was elected a member of the 
House of Representatives of the United States in 1833, and 
served till 1835. Mr. Wilson, in 1842, was appointed pros­
ecuting attorney in the circuit court of MariQn County. He 
was a ruling elder in the Presbyterian Church. He died at 
Morgantown on the evening of the 24th of April, 1860. The 
trustees of Monongalia Academy paid a high tribute of re­
spect to his memory, and the bar of th~~ county held a 
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meeting, and among other resolutions passed was the follow­
ing: "That the character of Mr. Wilson as a lawyer, a gen­
tleman, and a Christian, is eminently entitled to our respect, 
and we desire to enter upon the record of this court a 
permanent testimonial of our high regard for it." 

JOHN MARSHALL HAGANs.-The subject of this sketch was 
born on the 13th of August, 1838, at Brandonville, Preston 
County, Virginia (now West Virginia). His paternal an­
cestors were from New England, and his maternal were of 
Scotch descent. Monongalia Academy-the University of 
Northwest Virginia before the war,-with its learned in­
structors and full curriculum of English and classical stud­
ies, furnished Mr. Hagans a thorough educational training ~ 
and at the instance of many friends who saw in him that 
peculiar diversity of talent which seldom fails to win dis­
tinction at the bar, he commenced the study of the law in 
the office of the Hon. Waitman T. Willey, and afterward 
further pursued his studies at the law school of Harvard 
University, Cambridge, Mass. He was licensed and admit­
teJ to the practice of law in the courts of Virginia in 1859, 
and has successfully prosecuted his profession since that 
time. 

Mr. Hagans was elected Prosecuting Attorney for the 
county of Monongalia in 1862, at the first eledion for State 
and county officers under the first Constitution of West Vir­
gi;nia; re-plected in 1863 and 64, and again in 1870. 

In January, 1864, the Supreme Court of Appeals of West 
Virginia appointed him its Reporter, which position he held 
until March, 1873, during which time five volumes of the 
leading cases decided by that court were published, known 
as "Hagans' West Virginia Reports." The first volume 
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contains an accurate and well-written history of events an­
tecedent to and contemporaneous with the admission of the 
State of West Virginia into the Union. 

In 186~, 67, and again in 1869, he was elected Mayor of 
the municipal corporation of Morgantown. From the deep 
interest he manife~ted in the political affairs of the. State, 
other honors were rapidly conferred upon him. 

In 1868, he was Presidential Elector on the Republican 
ticket for the second Congressional District. In 1871, he 
was chosen by his fellow-citizens of Monongalia County a 
delegate to the convention to amend the Constitution of the 
Stftte. The Baptist Record, then published at Charleston, 
W. Va., in sketching the members of that convention, April 

10, 1872, 's~ys of Mr. Hagans: 

"'Vhile he is uncompromising in his views, and tenacious of his 
opinions, and will maintain them with all the vigor of a cultivated 
anq well thinking mind, he' recognizes a proper and just respect 
for the views and opinions of others. He is deferential in discus­
sion to those who are his seniors, respectful always to those who 
differ from him, and kind and courteo~s to all. His social qualities 
are of rare order. With a generous and impulsive nature, it is 
your comfort and not l¥s tx>nvenience that is to be consulted. He 
possesses to a rare ext&:l.t the faculty of impersonatjng characters 
and telling anecdotes, which, with his ready flashes of wit and 
hUlllor, renders him, as a conversationalist, almost unapproachable. 
As a debater, he has but few supedors in the convention, and very 
few, if any in the State. He il'l a forcible as well as an eloquent 
speaker. ite is tidv~r at a lost for words to express his ideas; they 
always seem to' be ready and waiting for his use, which gives w.m 
that ready and eloquent diotion that but very few of our publio 
luen'l)ossess. His style is generally calm, and never boisterous; be 
is content upon all occasions, to address himself to the judgement, 
and not the prejudices, of his hearers. His cool, caloulating mind, 
coupled with his natural as well as cultivated shrewdnesb, fits hiro. 

for a skillful political leader." 
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Mr. Hagans was elected a Representative of the second 
West Virginia District to the 43d Congress of the United 

States by a majority of nearly three thousand, and served 
on the Committee on the District of Columbia. In 1879 
he was, chosen a member for Monongalia County of the 

House of Delegates of the West Virginia Legislature, and 
took an active part in securing an enactment submitting to 

the voters of the State for ratification or rejection the pro­
vision in its present constitution, substituting three com­
missioners in each county as a police and fiscal tribunal, in­
stead of the old county court, and had the pleasure of 
seeing that amendment ratified by a very large majority. 

In 1880, he was a delegate to the National Republican 

Convention held at Chicago, and was a most ardeIl:t, untir­
ing and persistent adherent of the Hon. James G. Blaine 
for the nomination, and only yielded his preference for his 

friend when the voice of the convention so decisively pro­
nounced in favor of the lamented Garfield, whose election 

he advocated with ali the activity and energy of his nature. 
1\1r. Hagans was married in J\:lay, 1860, to Sarah B., sec­

ond daughter of Senator Waitman T. Willey, and has three 
children. 

1\lr. Hagans possesses literary, ability of a high order. 
His addresses and speeches are mal'ked by being logical in 
thought, rich in imagery and language, and remarkably close 

in connection. Some of his best efforts have heen pro­

nounced fine specimens of forensic oratory. 

CONGRESSIONAL VOTES. 

The earliest vote of Monongalia on Congressmen which 

has been obtained is that of April, 1819, which was found 

in The JJIonongalia Spectator of April 17th of that :rear. We 
reproduce the table as it appeal'ed in that newspaper: 
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(Jounties. Pindell. AIcKinley. 
Preston.................................................................. 173 ....... 27 

Ohio ...................................................................... 100 ....... 175 

Lewis.................................................................... 190 ....... 143 

Tyler...................................................................... 144. ...... 10 


James Pindell was successful at this election. His service 
in Congress extended from 1817 to 20. William McKinley 
had been a member of Congress from 1810 to 11. 

Year. Canrlillates. Votes. 
1870.-Jalnes C. McGrew, Rep.................................................. 1,257 


O. D. Do,vney, Dem.... ........... ......... ................ ..... .......... 895 

*1874.-Chas. J. Faulkner, Dem.............................................. 562 


Alex. R. Boteler, Ind........... '!...................................... 342 

1878-Frank Burr, Rep.......................................................... 1,227 


Benj. F. Martin, Dem.............................................. 1,182 

John A. Thompson, Gbk. ............... .............................. 48 


1880.-Joseph T. Hoke, Rep.................................................... 1,744 

John B. Hoge, Dem....................................................... 1,244 

D. D. T. Farnsworth, Gbk. ........................................... 90 


SENATORIAL DISTRICTS. 

By the Constitution of 1776, the Virginia Senate con­
sisted of twenty-four members, and this number was not 
increased till 1830. In May, 1776, the convention divided 
the Commonwealth into twenty-four Senatorial Districts. 
This was before }Uonongalia was formed, but her territory 
was in t1le twenty-fourth district, as the county was itseU 
arter its formation. In 1792, another apportionment was 
ma4e, and Monongalia, Ohio, Tyler' and Brooke constitutecl 
the twenty-fourth district, to which Preston was added' at 
the date of its formation. The Constitution of 1830 in­
creased the number of Sen,ators to thirty-two, and Monon­
galia, Preston and Randolph constituted the second district. 
Marion and Barbour were erected out of this territory and 

• J. Marshall Hagans, who was not a candIdate, received 432 votes in the countY. 
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became counties of the district, J~nuary 14th and }Iarch 
3d, of the year 1842, respectively. When Taylor was 
erected, on January 19, 1844, so much of her territory as 
was taken from Marion remained a part of the second Sen­
atorial District. This arrangement was enacted in the code 
of 1849 and remained till the ratification of the Constitu­
tion of 1851, which went into operation in January of the 
next year. Under that Constitution the Senate consisted 
of fifty members, and Monongalia, Preston and Taylor 
formed the 49th district. This apportionment, it was pro­
vided in the Constitution, was not to be changed till 1865. 

Under the Constitution of West Virginia, in 1863, the 
State was divided into nine Senatorial Districts, each of 
which elected two Senators. (In Virginia each district 
elected bu~ one Senator.) By the admission of the counties 
of Pendleton, Hardy, Hampshire, Morgan, Berkeley and 
Jefferson into the State, two other Senatorial Districts were 
formed, and thus the Senate consisted of twenty-two mem­
bers. The Constit~tion of 1872 divided the State into 
twelve districts, and m~de the Senate to consist of twenty­
four members-two from each district,-and Monongalia 
and Preston constituted the 10th -district. By the appor­
tionment of 1882, thirteen districts were made, two m~mbers 
added to the Senate, and Monongalia and Preston became 
the 11th district. 

STATE SENATORS. 

Of the earlier State Senators from'Monongalia County, 
We have record of Alpheus P. Wilson, who served from 1821 
to 24; Charles S. Morgan, from 1825 to 28; William J. 
Willey, who was elected in 1837, and again in 1843. It is 
said that Francis Billingsley was in the Senate in 1835. 
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Alexander Wade was elected in 1852. Jonathan Huddleson 

was Senator from 1856 to 59. 

Since the creation of West Virginia, the Senatorial repre­

sentation of the districts of which Monongalia has been 90 

part, is as follows: . 

1863.-John J. Brown. 
E. C. Bunker. 

1864.-E. C. Bunker. 
. John J. Brown. 

1865.-John J. Brown. 
'Villiam Price. 

1866.-John S. Burdett. 
'Villiam Price. 

1867.- 'Villiam B. Zinno 
John S. Burdett. 

1868.-'Villiam Price. 
'Villiam B. Zinno 

1869.-Jesse H. Cather. 
'Villiam Price. 

1870.-'VillittIll 	B. Crane. 
Jesse H. Cather. 

1871.-William Price. 
'Villiam B. Crane. 

1872.-Jesse H. Cather. 
'Villiam Price. 

1872-3-C. M. Bishop.
James T. McClaskey. 

1875.-C. M. Bishop. 
Ralph L. Berkshire. 

1877.-Ralph L. Berkshire. 
John P. Jones. 

1879.-John P. Jones. 
'V. C. McGrew. 

1881.-'V. M. O. Dawson. 
'V. C. McGrew. 

1883.-'V. C. McGrew. 
'V. M. O. Dawson. 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 

ALPHEUS POAGE WILSON, son of th~ Hon. Thomas Wilson, 

was born 1\Iarch 2, 1794; read law with his father, and was 

admitted to the bar in 1821. He was elected to the Le6ris­

lature in 1819. On the 20th of September, 1821, he married 

Miss Eliza Evans, daughter of Jesse Evans, of Springhill, 
Fayette County, Penn. Mr. "'\Yilson was elected the same 

year to the State Senate, in which he served from 1821 to 25. 

In 1826, he was a delegate to Washington City to a canal 

convention. He operated RoSk Forge from about 1825 to 
32, in which year, on February 10th, he fell from a boat 

load of iron, near Brownsyille, Penn., and w~s drowned. 

WILLIAM J. "TILLEY, the eldest son of Squire William 

"Tilley, and a balf-brother of the Hon. W. T. Willey, was 

born in Monongalia County, and became l)rominent as a 
public man. He was commissio~ed a justice of the peace, 
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December 24, 1824. He represented Monongalia County in 
the House of ,Delegates from 1832 to 3!3, and was elected 

to the State Senate about 1837, and re-elected in 1843. 

He removed to Missouri about 1865, and died there soon 
afterward. 

ALEXANDER WADE was the son of Dr. Thomas Wade, and 
was born on the waters of Scott's Run. He married Miss 
Cotton, of near Burton. He repres~nted )Ionongalia in the 

House' of Delegates of Virginia in 1844 ~nd 45, and was 
elected to the State Senate in 1852. After the opening of 

the civil war, he moved to Missouri, where he died some 

yea~s ago. 

JOHN JAMES BROWN, only son of Robert and Annie Brown, 

was born in Kingwood, Preston County, Virginia, November 
19, 1823. In early boyhood he was sent to Monongalia 
Academy and placed under the instruction of the Rev. 
Thomas )\Iartin, a learned'English and classical scholar, ed­

ucated at· the College of Belfast, Ireland. He afterward 

entered the junior class of Washington College, at ""\Vash­
ington, Penn" and was graduated from that institution in 
October, 1845. Returning home, he. became deputy for 

John P. Byrne, clerk of the circuit and county courts of 
Preston County, and during this time studied law under his 
uncle, the Hon. Wm. G. Brown, of Kingwood. He was 
licensed in November, 1848, and began the practice of his 

profession in partners4ip with his uncle, i~ April, 1849. 

This firm soon won a 'reputation second to none in the 
State, which was owing- perhaps not more to the ability and 
experience of the uncle, than to 'the industry, activity and 

ability of the nephew. 
When the trying days of 1860 came upon the country, 
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Mr. Brown stood steadfastly for the Union. A convention 
of the people of Preston County was held at Kingwood on 
the 26th of January, 1861, to nominate two delegates to the 
Richmond Convention which passed the ordinance of se­
cession. Just before the convention formally organized, the 
Union women of Kingwood presented"to the meeting a 
beautiful flag, their own handiwork. Mr. Brown was chosen 
to make the presentation speech, which he did in the fol­
lowing eloquent words: * 

"My Countrymen,-We have met to-day to do homage to the sen­
timent of patriotism; and if love to God and love to our neighbor 
be the fulfilling of the law. certainly love for our country can not 
be idolatry. Love of country is a universal sentiment, and is some­
times roused to the wildest enthusiasm by apparently the most 
trivial causes. In times past, the Switzer's song of home, echoing 
along the glaciers of the Alps, has called a nation of freemen to 
arms; and the mercenary ranks of almost every anny in Europe 
have been deserted by the influence of the same soul-stirring song: 
The Marseilles has time and again revolutionized France, and 
to-day it is like a magazine beneath the throne of the imperial 
Napoleon. 'Hail Columbia' and 'Yankee Doodle' gave victory to 
the arms of Washington, and the smoke of battle and the shout of 
triumph at New Orleans rose amid their soul-inspiring strains. 
And when our ears hear, and our hearts drink the eloquence of 
song; when our eyes, kindled with the fire of patriotism. catch our 
country's flag streaming in the sunlight, then let the loud shout go 
up, as it did from the shores of the Chesapeake in 1814­

'Our fiag Is there­
Our fiag Is there-

Behold Its glorioUS stripes and stars I' 

"I now desire' to perform one of the most pleasing acts of my 
whole Hfe. Your mothers and wives and sisters have handed to me 
'The glorious ensign of our Republic,' with 'not a stripe erased or 
polluted, and not a single star obscured '-wrought by their own 
patriotic hands-and desire me to present it in their name, to you, 
my fellow countrymen of PrestoI\ County, and to say to yon, •It is 

• HlStoq or Preston COunty, w. va., pp. 126, 127. 
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our country's flag-the emblem of our National Union.' I can find 
no more suitable response to the pa.triotic Union-loving ladies, 
than by giving utterance to the beautiful sentiment of the patriot 

poet of our own country: 

'A unIon or lakes and a. unIon or lands, 
A union or States none can sever ; 

A unIon or hearts and a unIon or hands, 
And the flag or our Union rorever.' 

" It is not the flag of Virginia, nor of Pennsylvania, nor of Massa­
chusetts, nor of South Carolina: It is the flag of our country-the 
flag of our Union; and there are clustering around it ten thousand 
hallowed associations and memories. It is the flag to which the 
gallant Lawrence turned his eyes in death and exclaimed, 'Don't 
give up the ship!' It is the flag that Perry grasped from the prow 
of his sinking vessel, and through the deadly broadsides of the 
enemy, bore aloft to victory. It is the flag our gallant countrymen 
unfurled, in triumph, over the palaces of the Montezumas. 

U Go, my countrymen! baptize it in the morning sunbeams, and 
give it to the breeze; and if the time shall ever come (which God 
forbid!) when it must be bathed in blood, these mothers and wives 
and sisters and daughters, whose gift is is, bId me to say to you, 
their fathers and husbands and brothers and sons-Go to the 
tented-field, stand by this flag, fight for your country under your 
country's banner, and die in its defense, if death shall come, like 
the gallant Jasper, enshrouded in its folds." 

Mr. Brown took the stump and exerted himself ~th great 
earnestness against the adoption of the ordinance of seces­
sion. Knomng his ability and not fearing to trust his 
fidelity, the Union men of Preston County elected him a 
delegate to the Wheeling Convention of June, 1861, which 
restored the government uf Virginia; and, with ex-Judge 
John A. Dille, Mr. Brown was chosen to represent that 
county in the Constitutional Convention which met at 
Wheeling in November, 1861, and framed the first consti­
tion of the State of West Virginia. In both these impor­
tant bodies Mr. Brown was an industrious and influential 
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member. He labored for the adoption of the constitution; 

and- when Congress made it the condition of admission of 

West Virginia into the Union, that the constitution should 

be changed in the clause respecting slavery (see pp. 197 

and 198), Mr. Brown, willing to sacrifice all personal 

feelings to secure the new State, upon the re-assembling 

of the convention, advocated the adoption of the gradual 

emancipation clause, and urged the people afterward to 
ratify it. 

At the first genen~l election under the constitution of 
West Virginia, Mr. Brown, with the late General Edward C. 

Bunker, of l\1onongalia County, was elected to represent 

the senatorial district composed of the counties of Preston, 

Monongalia and Taylor in the first Senate of 'Vest Virginia; 

and was re-elected from the same district a second time}o 

the Senate. He was chairman of the important Commitfee, 
on Finance and Claims, and a member of that on Courts .of 
Justice and General Laws. In the Senate 1\11'. Brown was 

among the leading members. A ripe lawyer, possessed of 

an acute and logical mind, cool and self-possessed, anel 

always practical, conservative and safe, he exerted much 

influence among his fellow Senators. At this l)erioel Mr. 

Brown was the subject of a biographical sketch printed in a 

Wheeling newspaper, in which it was said of him: 

"He speaks not very often, but well and very short. He is one 
of the most pointed and logical debaters in the Senate; does not 
say a word too much or too little, and nothing that is not right to 
the point; his gestures are natural and forceful, and his enuncia­
tion is exceedingly clear and striking. ... He writes with rapid­
ity and great beauty. ... Mr. Brown's grandfather and grand­
mother came from the old country just after the Revolutionary 
war, and settled in Monongalia (now Preston) ,County; the former 
was one of the 

'SCots who ha' w1' Wallace bled,' 
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and the latter was a pearl from the' Gem of the Ocean,' the Eme­

rald Isle." 

In October, 1864, 1\1r. Brown removed from Kingwood to 

1\1organtown, l\'fonongalia County, where he still resides in 

the practice of his profession. He has been for many years 

a director of the Merchants' National Bank of 'Vest Virginia 
at l\'1organtown, and for the last five years its president, 

which position he still holds. 

Mr. Brown gets his military title from having come up 

from the ranks in the old 148th Regiment of Virginia 
Militia, in which regiment he was commissioned a l\fajor in 

June, 1858, under the law reorganizing the Virginia l\'filitia, 

as prepared by the late Gov. Kemper, of 1\fadison County, 

Virginia. 

1\11'. Brown is a gentleman of fine literary tastes and 
acquirements; and that he is a chaste and polished writer, 

the extl'act herein cited from one of his speeches, as well as 

those ~n pages 161 an~ 162, from his Centennial address, 
abundantly show. As an orator, he has few superiors. He 

is of a profoundly religious character, and is an earnest and 
leading member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Of 

a modest and retir~ng disposition, kind, generous, and 

sympathetic, liberal and broad in his political opinions, he 
is temperate in all things, and is, as has been said of him 

by a writer, "a model worthy of imitation." 
The year or Mr. Brown's birth Is 1825, not 11'23 as printed on p. 283,-an error made 

tn deCiphering the manuscript, and not noticed tlll the page was printed. 

WILLIAM PRICE was the son of :Michael and Elizabeth 
Price, who came to this country from 'Vales. He was born 

in Greene County, Penn., on the 21st of November,'1803, 
and removed from near Carmichaels to Clay District, 

Monongalia County, in 1826. He married Catharine, 
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sister of Andrew Brown. Thirteen cl1ildl'en were horn 
to them, of whom Dr. Thomas H.I>rice, II graduate of Jeffer­

son Medical College, is at Bl'idet\burg, near Philadelphia; 

Col. Georgc Price w'u.~ onet:' ill eommand of a regiment of 

militia, and wa~ olect.cd County Surveyor in 1864; John 

E. Price was eleeted County HUl'veyor in 186~, and at 

present is deput:" slwritr of th.. ('Olmty; Olivel' Price resinc:.; 

upon the home farm. 
William Price, or, as he was commonly caned, Squire 

Price, was six feet high, of light complexion, with fair bail', 

and his weight was about one bunched and eighty poundR. 

He was elected ,Justice of the Peace under the Constitution 

of 1851, and was Count.y Surveyor in 1863. He ran tho 

township lines of the county in that yean He .representell 
Monongalia in the House of Delegates in 1869, and was 

elected to the Sta.te Senate in 1864, and re-elected in 1867, 

and re-elected again in 1870. 

His wife, who was born on .January 22,1814, died on the 

27th of April, 1869, and twelve years later was followed 

to the grave by her husband, who died on the 14th of May, 

18S1, at the ripe age of seventy-seven years, and after a 

long and active life. Of his usefulness and worth as a pub­

lic man and as a citizen, the Monongalia and other papers 

of the State spoke in high terms. The State Journal, 
published at Parkersburg, said that he "represented his 

district in the Senate with marked industry and ability." 

The Morgantown Post declared that ',' Ilis many acts of 
charity and kindness will live in the memory of many years 

after his body has crumbled to dust." 

JAllES TBAVILL.-\ MCCLASKEY, the third son of 'ViIIiam and 
Rebecca. McClaskey, was born on the 3d da~Y of Septemher, 
1816. in Alleghany County. ~Jd. When but s v(luth~ hp 

http:olect.cd
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went to Randolph Cou~ty. From there he removed to 
Monongalia in the year ,1835. James T. McClaskey was 
united in marriage with Nancy, daughter of William Vande­
vort, in 1839. 

He was elected a member of the House of Delegates of 
the West Virginia Legislature in the years 1867, 68 and 76; 
and was elected to the State Senate in 1872. He served his 

constituents with fidelity and ability. :Ur. :l\IcClaskey was 
an uncompromising Union man. He is of earnest nature, of 
industrious habits, liberal, of quick sympathy, and of sterling 
integrity. He stands high among his neighbors, and is well 
and favorably known throughout the county. 1\1r.1\IcClas­
key now resides upon his farm in Union District. 

WILLIAM CLARK 1't1CGREW, son of the Hon. James C. 
McGrew, was born at Kingwood, Preston County, April 21, 
1842, and received an academic education. He was married 
to Miss Julia E., daughter of the Hon. W. T. "\Villey, in 
1864. For several year~ previous to 1870, he was engaged 
in the mercantile busines at Kingwood. In this year he 
removed to 1\1organtown, where he has followed the same 
occupation, and in which he is still engaged. He was 
elected Mayor of Morgantown in 1876 and 77, and was 
elected, in 1878, to the State Senate from the 10th district 
(l"\Ionongalia and Preston counties), and, in 1882, was re­
elected to the Senate from the S3.me counties for the term 
expiring in 1886. In the last session of {he Senate l\1ajor 
McGrew, as he is popuiarly'known, though of the minority 
party, was chairman on the part of the Senate of the labor­
ious and responsible Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills. 
He was a member, in the sessions of 1881 and 82, of the 
joint committee to apportion representation in the Legislo.­

19 
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ture, and of that to re-arrange the Congressional districts. 

He was also a member of the joint committee to investigate 

certain alleged abuses in the Hospital for the Insane. 

Mr. McGrew had no superior in the Senate as a parlia­

mentarian, and was often called to preside over the body. 

Though possessed of a rich, deep and sonorous voice, and 

one well adapted to public speaking, 1\fr. l\IcGrew's speeches 

were neither long nor frequent. His words, however, were 

always to the point. Of a genial and companionable na­

ture, always fond of a joke, and with a fine vein of humor, 

he was popular among his fellow-Senators. 

WILLIAM S. MORGAN*' was born in Monongalia County, 

September 7, l~Ol. He was self-educated; served as a 
Representative in Congress, from Virginia, from 1835 to 39, 

and was Chairman of the Committee on Revolutionary 

Pensions, and declined a re-election; in 1840 he was ap­

pointed a Clerk~in the House:of Representatives, from which 
position he was transferred to the Legislature of Virginia, 

and declined a re-election; he was a Democratic Elector in 

1844; and in 1845, having injured his health by public 

speaking, he was appointed to a clerkship in the Treasury 

Department. 

SHERlm· 

In the Code of 1849 and of 1860 may be found an inter­

esting statement of the laws of Virginia from the earliest 

times, concerning Sheriffs. In 1634, it was enacted that 
Sheriffs should be elected; the term of office wa.s limited to 
one year in 1642-3; in 1655-6, it was enacted that the gOY­

• Thls sketch, "'bleb Is copied from LJ1iupan's Dictionary of CODifCSS (wnshtDgton, 
18&&), should. follow that. ot the Hon. Edgar C. Wilson on page 1i7. 
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monor and council should appoint one of the three persons 
nominated to them by the commissioners of each county, as 
Sheriff; in 1660-1: that the Sheriff's place be conferred on 
the first or oldest in commission, and so devolve to every 
commissioner in course; in 1705, that the governor might 
commission either one of three nominated, and also that a 
Sheriff might continue in office two years; in 1710, a pen­
alty was imposed for refusal to accept the- office, and pro-\ 
vision made for case of failur~ to nominate to the governor, 
and in event of vacancy in the office; in 1775, the power of 
appointment was conferred on the county courts; the Con­
stitution of 1776 revived the custom of recommendation to 
the governor by the county courts, and, in 1792, an act was 
passed p:.;oviding that the county court of each county 
should annually nominate to the governor three of the jus­
tices, one of whom should be commissioned as Sheriff by 
the governor. Failure to make the nominations subjected 
each justice so failing to ~ fine of two hundred dollars. If 
the person appointed Sheriff failed to give bond within two 
months, he was liable to a fine of three hundred dollars, and 
one of the other justices nominated was to be appointed 
Sheriff. A Sheriff might be continued in office for two 
years with the consent of the governor. In 1819, provision 
was made for the event that none of the justices nor any 
other person in a county would accept the office. These 
provisions of law remained in force, substantially, till the 
Constitution of 1851 went into operation, by which a Sher­
iff was to be elected by the voters of each county for a term 
of two years. 

The following is a list of the Sheriffs of Monongalia 
County so far as their names can be had. 
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LIST OF SHERIFFS. 

Name. Sworn in. Name. Slcorn in. 
.John Dent, about 17i6 John P. Barnes, AUgRst 25, 1823 
David Scott, 1783 Adam Brown, August 24, 1824 
Francis 'Warman, 1786 Ralph Berkshire, March 4, 1825 
John Dent, 1790 Ralph Berkshire, March 29, 1826 
'rhnmas Butler, 1793 Jes!>e Busey,) 1 March 26, 1821 
Thomas Cbipps, 1794 JeRse Busey, March 24. 1828 
Robert Ferrell, 1797 Anthony Smith, 'March 23, 1829 
.Jaml'S Scott, 1798 Anthony f'mith, March 22, 1830 
Jamet'l RC'ott, 1i99 David P. :\1organ, March 30, 18.31 
Johu T. Goff, 1800 David P. l\tor~an, March 26, 1832 
John T. Goff, March ]0, 1801 Tllos. S. Havanond, March 25, 183.1 
John T. Goff, March 12, 1802 '1'bo!'!. S Haymond, March 24, 1834 
Russel Potter, March 1, 1803 David :\lusgrave, Marcb 23, 183.') 
Elihu Horton, 1804 Davill 'Musgrave, March 28. 1836 
John Fairfax, Sept. 10, 1806 DaVId Musgrave, April 24, 18.31 
Stephen Morg>tn, Sept. 15, 1808 Jobn Nuzum, ~lar~b 26, 1838 
Lemuel .Jobn, Sept. 11. 1809 Jobn Nuzum, M1ircll 2.'5, 1839 
Nicholas Vandervort, 1810 John Evans, March 23, 1840 
NIcholas Vandervort, 1811 John Evans, l\larch 22, 1841 
Tbomas Miller, December 15, 1812 Samuel Minor, March 28 1842 
tJosllph Campbell, 1815 S~lIIuel Minor, March 27, 1843 
tAo P. Wil~on, 1816 Owen John, March 25, 1844 
A. P. Wilson, 1817, Owen Jobn, March 24, 1845 
Rawley Evans, July 27, lR18 Aaron Harker, March 25, 1846 
John Cox, 1819 Aaron Barker, ~larcll 22, l847 
Rawley Evans, Jan. 25, 18~0 Geo. McNeAly. MarC'h 27, 1848 
John Cox, August 28, 1820 WIlliam John, March 2.), 18~0 
John Cox, August 28, 1821 WIlliam John, March 24, 1851 
Jobn P. Barnes, August 2f, 182~ Thoma~ Meredith, March 22, 1852 

[The follow1ng were elected by the people.] 
A. C. Dor~ey, 1852 George W. McVicker, 1866 
Jobn T. FleminJ!, 1854 Alpheu8 Garri"lon, 1870 
Jobn 'r. Pleming, 1856 George W. McVIcker. 1872 
James Odbert, 1858 Ramuel Haflknev, 1876 
James Oel bert, ]860 George W. McVicker, 1880 
John Brand, 1862 

This old tax-receipt was found among the papers of the 
late Capt. 'Villiam Sigler, of Kingwood, Preston County: 

'VILLIAM SIGLER, Dr. 
('ro 2 Hor!'es .................................................................. $0"42 

1814 ""l To 22 acres of land......................................................... 0"04 
C'1'04 lot!' in !{ing\yoou................................................... 1"10 

fTo 1 tythe, 2 Horses & 3 cattle ......... :.: ..................'.'...... :. 1"0'1 

1811:: '1'022 acres of land ....................................................... 0"04 


"'I To 410ts in King\yood .............:.... .......... . .. ................. l' '4;,) 

l'ro 1 Dog [?]. ................. . ............. ... . ..... ....................... 1"00 

('ro 1 tvthe & 1 IIorse..................................................... 0"61 


1816· '1'0 22 -acres of land....................................................... 0"0:3} 

(To 210ts in King\vood................................................... ;1"20 


..As to first shertlT, see page 5-'3. 
t Joseph Campbell and A. P. WUson were coroners; no sberttr was apPOInted, and 

tbe county court made them ac~lng sherttr& 
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(To 1 Horse ......•.....•.•....•....•...................•.•.•.••.•..•••.•....•.• 0"18 

1817 ~ To 22 acres of land...................................................... 0"03t 


(To 2 lots in ~ingwood...... ...... .............. ....... . ... ............. 1"20 


Received payment of the above, $8..32! 
EDGAR C. WILSON, Dcputll for 

A. P. WILSON. collector & coroner of ,Monongalia. 

COUNTY SURVEYORS. 

County Surveyors were, at the first, nominated by the 
county courts and commissioned by the governor (act of 

October, 1783). All candidates for the office (except those 

in the counties of Monongalia, Harrison, Randolph and 

Ohio, who were to be examined by the trustees of Randolph 
Academy), were to be examined by the president and 

professors of William and Mary College. By act of 1815, 

candidates ~vere to be examined by the surveyors of "two 

adjacent counties," then (act of 1821) by any two surveyors 

of the State. Prior to 1831, they held their office during 

good behavior; in this year their term of office was made 

seven years. By the Co~stitution of 1851, the office was 

made elective, and the term of office six years. 

LIST OF COUNTY SURVEYORS. 

[The year 13 that of appointment or election.] 

1~81.-.J()bn l\fRdisnn. 
1 84 -Samuel Hanwll,.. 
18.~~.-.John H!lnway.
1~1w -John R. Drahel). 

1866.-DRvid Wierlman. 
1868.-John E. Prif'A. 
1870.-Tbomas R. E\'anq.
1872.-1'hnma~ R. EVRlI~. 

lr3.-William Prir·e. 
64 -George Price. I 

1876.-James 1\1. Htpwltrt. 
lSS0.-James M. Stewart. 

ASSESSORS. 

These officers were called Commissioners of the Revenue 

in Virginia, and have been known as Assessors since the 

creation of West Virginia. Until the Constitution of 1852, 

they were appointed annually by the county court; by that 

instrument they were made elective officers, and their term 

• See page 85. 
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of office was two years. In West Virginia, the term of 
office was two. years until the Constitution of 1872, when 
the term was made four years. 

LIST OF ASSESSORS. 

Eastern District 
1796 to ISl:-J.-Alex. Brandon. 

1815 to 1818 -CharJe'J Byrne. 

1818.-If4aac Cooper. 

18Hl.-'rhomaM S. Haymond. 

1821 to 1831.-188ac Coop~r. 

1831 to 1833.-Ralph Berkshire. 

18.'-J3.-Tltomas Watson. 

ISS1.-Isaac Cooper. 

1835.-Hillary Bog.e;ess. 

1836 to 18:\8.-William John. 

1838 tu 1840.-Setl1 Stafford. 

1840 to 1842 -'fhomas Watson. 

IB42.-W. W. John. 

1843 to 1845.-Antbony Smith. 

1845.-W. 'V. John. 

1846 t.o 1848.-Rawle.v Holland. 

1848.-Nelson Berkshire. 

1849 to 1851.-Tbotnas Meredith. 

18.')1.-Jllmes F. Jobn. 

1852 -Michael R. Cbalfant. 

1854.-Michael R. Chalfant. 

1857.-James Hare. 

1858.-JRnJes Hare. 

lRi19 to 18GI.-M. R. Chalfant. 

1862.-John Pierpont. 

1863.-James B. Price. 

1864.-James B. Price. 

1866.-E. Tr\ckett. 

1868.-John I. Swindler. 

1870.-.Jobn I. Swindler. 

1872.-Henry C. Baker. 

1876.-Henrv C. Baker. 

18S0.-W. H: Phillips. 


Western District. 
1796 to HI05.-Jnsopll 'frickeU. 
1805 to 1821.-RI\wley Mlutin. 
18:l1.-John S. Barnes. 
1822 to 1824.-David Musgrave. 
1824 to 1876.-James Tibbs. 
1825 to 1827.-A8ron BIlrker. 
1827 to 1830.-Rawley E,'ans. 
1830 to 1832.-WiIllarn J. Willey. 
1832.-Cornel VAnzant. 
1R32 to 1834.-William Thomas. 
1834 to 1836.-Nimrod Dent. 
1837.-Henry Boggess. 
1838 to 1S40.-George Dawson. 
1840 to IB42.-John Musgrave. 
1843.-Jobn Stewart. 

I 


William Hood. 

1844 to 1846.-Willlam Lantz. 

1846 to 1848.-\V. W. Ll\zzeli. 

1848 to 1850.-Gideon Barb. 

1850.-W. H. Stewart. 

18.'>1.-John B. Lough. 

1852 to 1854.-Jaooes A. Hogue. 

1856 to 1859.-Thomas R. Miller. 

1859 to 1861.-Thompson Strosnider. 

1861 to 1863.-Benjamin McCurdy. 

1863.-BenJROOIO McCurdy. 

1864.-Joseph McCallum. 

1866.-W. A. Garrison. 


I 

1868.-Silas W. Hare. 

1870.-Silas W Hare. 

1872.-Ueorge Barb. 

1876.-Geor~e Barb. 

1880.-B. M. Jones. 

Of the sons of Monongalia who have went from the 
county, settled elsewhere, and been honored with office, we 
have to mention: 

FRANCIS H. PIERPONT, Governor of Virginia in 1861-5, 
and who was a representative in the Legislature from his 
adopted county, of Marion. He is. the third son of 
Francis and Catharine Pierpont, and was born on the 
25th of June, in the year 1814, in a small log-cabin in 
Union District, Monongalia County. In 1815, his parents 
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moved to Harrison County, and fifteen years later to 
Marion. Gov. Pierpont was educated at Alleghany College, 
Pennsylvania. He spent some years in Mississippi, 
where he studied law. He returned to Marion on account 
of the ill health of his father, and engaged in the practice of 
the law at Fairmont. He early took an active interest in 
politics, and was a popular, eloquent and effective public 
speaker. Dunnington's History of Marion County says that 
"he. was a thorough Abolitionist, and did more than any 
other man to cultivate anti-slavery sentiment" in this part 
of Virginia. Gov. Pierpont resides at Fairmont, where, 
until recently, he was Collector of Internal Revenue. 

FELIX SCOTT, better known as Capt. Felix Scott, was the 
son of Col. David Scott. He read law at Clarksburg, and 
Was married, about 1807, to Nancy, daughter of Capt. John 
Dent. He served in the Legislature of Virginia in 1811 
and 12. He was the founder of the town of Granville. In 
1819, he removed to Missouri where he was elected a mem­
ber of the Legislature, and to the office of Lieutenant-Gov­
ernor, and was a candidate for Governor in 1832, but was de­
feated, owing to the opposition of Thomas H. Benton, who, 
it is said, feared him as a probable rival for a seat in the U. 
S. Senate. About 1845, Capt. Scott went to Oregon, where 
he amassed a fortune. He came, in 1858, on a visit to his son 
George, in Illinois. There he bought some blooded stock. 
He started with it for his home, which he never reached, 
and it was always thought he was killed by Indians in the 
Rocky Mountains. Fearless, brave and generous, with a 
love for adventure, he had always pushed to the frontier. 

JOHN CARY was born in Monongalia County, Virginia, 
April 5, 1792; removed with his parents to the Northwest 
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Tenitory, in 1798; from that period until18~2, he labored 
with his father in the tanning business; in 1814, he assi!:)ted 
in building the first stone house in Columbus; after which 
he devoted himself to the various employments of carpen­
tering, milling in its various branches, and farming; in 1825, 
he was elected an Associate Judge, which office he held for 
seven years; he was elected to the Ohio Legislature in 1828, 

36 and 43; and was ele~ted a Representative, from Ohio, 
to the Thirty-sixth Congress, [1859-61] serving on the 
Committee on Agriculture. * 

THOMAS J. WEST, son of Nathaniel West, was born in 
Monongalia County, in 1830; was educated at Smithfield, 

Penn., taking an academic course. He settled in Harrison 
County; was elected to the Legislature in 1870, and, in 1876, 
was elected State Treasurer. On the expiration of his term 
as Treasurer, he was appointed Superintendent of the Pen­
itentiary, which position he still holds. 

"ED. G. C. BnooKE was born in Monongalia County, and 
went to the West after the Mexican War. He was for ten 

years Deputy Marshal of St. Louis. After a time, pushing 
West again, after several perilous adventures-in one of 
which he came near being murdered by Indians-he located 

at 'Yhite Hall, Montana Territory, his present residence, 
and from where he has been twice sent to the Territorial 
Legislature. 

LEDDEUS A. and XENOPBON J. PINDALL, it is said, were born 
in what is now Grant District, Monongalia County. They 
are lawyers in Arkansas, where they have served as mem­
bers' of the Legislature. 

• Dictionary of the United States COngress, by Charles Lanman; Washlngton, IBM. 
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BENJAMIN P. MASON, who settled in Montana, and was 
elected a member of the Legislature of that Territory in 
1878, was born in Monongalia. 

H. S. WHITE, the well known lumber merchant of Mar­
shall County, W. Va., and who was a member of the Leg­
islature in 1871, is a native of l\'Ionongalia County, and a 
brother of Prof. 1. C. White of the West Virginia University. 

JOHN W. MASON, the lawyer of Grafton, who entered the 
Union army jn his youth, who has twiee been the member for 
West Virginia, of the National Executive Committee of the 
Republican party, and who was the nominee of that party 
for Representative in Congress for the second West Virginia 
District in 1882, is a native of Monongalia County. His 
father was a blacksmith, and could give his son but a com­
mon-school education. 'Many years ago Mr. Mason's pa­
ternal grandfather lived in a log-cabin near the old road 
leading from Morgantown' to Kingwood, in what is now a 
part of Valley District, Preston County, ~ut was then a part 
of :Monongalia County. 

In the early days it was a custom, and one continued till 
recent years, for the members of the Legisl~ture to meet 
their constituents on court-days, more particularly on the 
first day of the quarterly terms of the county court and the 
first day of the circuit court, and tell them what had been 
done in the General Assembly, and justify their own acts 
therein. Few counties then had a newspaper, and the peo­
ple could not be so well informed, from that source, of what 
Was doing in the sessions of the Legislature, nor of the acts 
of their representatives. The multiplying newspapers, 
which keep their readers informed of the proceedings of 
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the Legislature, has made this custom unnecessary. Then, 
as now, general political meetings and discussions of the 
CU1Tent issues of the day, were held on court days. These 
meetings, as were also the elections, were well attended in 
those early times, and the political campaigns were as hotly 
contested as they are in these later days. Though there 
was an early law, which will be found in the Code of 1819, 
that any person who had served seven years in the Legisla­
ture, should not be " compellable to serve therein again," yet 
a seat in that body was considered as great a prize then as 
now, and the number of candidates. for it was not small. 
For instance, in 1846, in Monongalia, there were printed in 
the 1JTestern Virginia Standard the announcements of seven 
candidates for the House of Delegates. "The greater part" 
of the first day of the quarterly term of the county court, 
which was Monday, March 23d, in 1846, "was occupied with 
the speeches of the several candidates for the Legislature," 
we read in the Standard. "First upon the rostrum came W m. 
w. John, Esq., [a Democratic candidate,] who commenced 
by saying that he was a farmer. and ploughed with a. trtl8 

American, and that he aspired to direct the plough of state, 
and thought he could handle it correctly and plough a 
straight furrow. ... He advocated railroads generally, 
showing by a few simple but conclusive arguments and illus­
trations, their benefits and importance." 

John F. Cooper, another Democratic candidate, followed 
and" gave his views upon the Railroad question, opposing 
the right of way [for the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad], and 
also the Wheeling terminus, unless the road would pass 
north instead of south of Morgantown." Mr. Cooper 
sharply criticised ~he conduct of the two gentlemen then 
members of the House of Delegates for Monongalia. Nor 
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was such criticism unusual, for personalities in political 
campaigns are not of recent introduction. Perhaps no can­
didate for the Presidency was ever more bitterly assailed 
than was George Washington. He was even charged with 
disloyalty to tp.e country ! 

"Next in order came Alexander Wade, who occupied 
most of his time" in answering the criticisms of Mr. Cooper, 
and also gave" some account of the doings of the last Leg­
islature." He urged the importance of a convention to 
amend the constitution, and predicted" that a convention 
could never be obtained on the white basi8," and recom­
mended the "acceptance of a convention on the mixed basis, 
as the best of a hard bargain, and the only means by which 
Western Virginia could ever hope to obtain redress. He 
also took his usual stand against the county court system." 

Elias Stillwell, Jr., made" a very mild and gentlemanly 
spee'ch. He boldly declared himself a Whig; said that he 
was a mechanic, and that ,mechanics, farmers and laboring 
men were as much entitled to the respect and support of 
of the people, as wealthy and professional men." Here the 
editor of the Standard, who was a Whig, added, "(by the 
way, very good doctrine)." Mr. Stillwell announced his 
opposition to "Railroads and all monopolies." 

Daniel Miller" informed the people that he was no longer 
a candidate for the Legislature at the coming election." 

John H. Bowlby made a long speech, and" declared him­
self a J eft"ersonian Democrat, and laid down the principles 
that would govern him, if elected." 

Alexander B. McCans advocated biennial sessions of the 
Legislature. 

"Last but not least, came the' Old Wheel Horse of 
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Democracy,' Abner Scipio Davis." The Standard continues 

as follows: 

"We did not hear the beginning of Mr. Davis' speech, but learn 
that he commenced by saying that he regretted that he had not 
heard his brother candidates speak, having been engaged all day 
in ferrying his constituents across the river, he had just snatched 
a few moments from his occupation to come to the court-house to 
1et the, people know that he was still a candidate for the legislature, 
and the' Old Wheel Hor~e' was not going to back out. He said 
that he sometime~ felt p.iscouraged and disposed ~o retire from the 
contest, when persons crossing the river would speak lightly of the 
qualifications of the candidates before the people. He acknowl­
edged that they were all a set of fools, but he was now determined to 
r~n through, fodder or no fodder. Mr. Davis promised the people 
that on the day of election, he woul(l be more fully prepared to 
gi,ve them his views, and informed the candidates that on that oc­
casion, they might expect a complete currying; he w~uld com­
mence with the oldest and end with the youngest, raking from stem 
to stern. !tIro Davis concluded by assuring the people that there 
was no doubt of his triumphant election, but that they might do as 
they pleased about electing him, afterwards he would do as he 

pleased. He informed them moreover that if they did not choose 
to vote for him, they might go to - and he would stay at home and 
attend to the ferry, which was a darn'd sight more profitable than 
going to the Legislature any how." 

The election occurred on Thursday, April 23d, and re­
sulted in the election of Andrew Brown, one of the two 
Whig candidates. The returns of the election were printed 
in the Standard of the 25th, and the table is reproduced 
on the following page. 
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PRECINCTS. 

Court House................................ . 

Jarrett's ....................................... . 

Snlithfield................................... . 

Pa'vpa'v....................................... . 

Jacksonville ................................ . 

Blacksville .................................... . 

'Varren....................................... .. 


Total... ....... .......................... 


132 
38 
6 
I 

22 
49 
12 

262 

~ e. 
~ ~ -
O ~ ~~ i ... § 
~ ::::i ~ rn 
~ 0 § ~ 
~ ~ i:: ~ 

103857689 
3 1 20 1 
o 3 16 5 

23 3 2 1 2 
28 34 9 1 
33 7 0 0 
5 47 2 0 

195 180 125 98 

The vote of the county for members oj the House of Del­

egates, at the election in 1821, was: Haymond, 483; Mor­
gan, 403; Berkshire, 376; Tibbs, 160; Evans, 102. 

In 1822, the result of the election for Delegates was as 
follows: 

Cantlitlaws. Court-1IOuse. PatJ'Patc. Total. 
:Morgan 
'Vagner . 
Berkshire . 

513 
230 
42.5 

52 
56 
33 

5M 
286 
458 

Haymond 
Tibbs . 

307 
25 

49 406 
25 

In the following table is given the votes in 1828 for State 
Senator and Delegates to the Legislature, and also the vote 
in 1829 for delegates to the Constitutional Convention: 

0 

I Q I :.: 1 ai . I' I~ :; en I~ 1 
CAXDIDATES. I .... 1 ~ ~ I CA...··'WIDATES. -

1 

d ~ 1 

______1 ~ ! Ii ~ I §II ~ ~ 
.<ie/tate. ," I Delef}ales to COnl't'lItWU I I Ic. K )torgan........... 421 158 1 82' 6611 I 


1I01UIP o( /)plef}atps. I I 'C. S. )torgan ........... 369 G0 1 5-1, 4R2 

~IChard. ,Vatts......... 1 401 14-~ 76, 620 ~.. M. \\'11'>00. ......... :3!37 Kli 4:! 414 

" C. "11»on ........... 301 70 56 4271 Phlllp Doddridge...... 2.11) 271 5:) 818 


Capt. Z. )lorgan........ II86 44t 23 2.').'3 lex. Campbell ........ 219, 4'3 6: 2!l8 

Aaron Baker........... 52 ~~1' "1 104 I Samuel Sprigg.. :...... 15:l' 14 40 2O'J
'~1...i.' S. Barnes....... . .... 50 ~ 5 .3 IA. )lcClean.... ........ 132 ' 4.1] 11 1.6 


• Holland............. 32 14 48.1 Wm. G. Brown.. ...... N) j 34 3:» 1-19 
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Besides the foregoing, eighteen scattering votes were cast in 
1829, six of which were for John Fairfax, amI four for Israel 
Nicklin. 

Subjoined is the vote of the county for members of the 

House of Delegates in 1830, 31 and 32, and the vote for 

State Senator in the last-named year. 


11) 
00, := 
0

DATES, OFFICES, -9 
~ 
~ 

A:XD CANDIDATES. 
:= 
0 

Q 

1830-IIousc of Delegates. 
E. C. 'Vilson 
Richard'Vatts 
F. Billingsley. 
S. H. Morgan
E. A. Barker . 

1831-IIou8e of Delegates. 
Richard 'Vatts 
F. Billingsley 

'Vm. G. Henry . 

Thomas S. Haymond 
-- McGee 
S. H. Morga.n . . . 

1832-IIou8e of Delegate8. 
Wm. G. Henry . 
WIll. J. 'Villey . 
Thomas S. HavmQnd 
Isaac Cooper : 

1832-Statc Senate. 
Watts 
Allen 
Zinn. 

386 

308 

222 

67 

57 


289 

288 

305 

205 


44 

76 


427 

248 

242 

305 


I 460 

I 102 

138 


~ 
d 
~ 
~ 
d 
~ 

80 

104 

126 

33 

29 


21 

57 

28 


9 

23 

35 


80 

91 

25 

14 


76 

25 


6 


I 

I 

00 
~ = 
~ 
~ 

rLl 

82 

81 

54 

16 

1 


34 

35 

56 

81 

4 


15 


44 

27 

77 

87 


62 

27 

29 


roo 
d 
~ 

.!l:: 
~ := 
A 
* 
-~ 

57 

71 

4.') 

3 

8 


60 

51 

37 

10 

1 


34 


72 

112 


25 

14 


108 

9 

8 


~ 
~ 
0 

-+-> 

;;
11) 

roo 
~ ..­

.. .. .. 

.. .. 
21 

85 

63 


143 

214 

.6 


92 

222 

245 

25 


76 

47 


175 


-;a 
-+->
0 

E-4 


605 

564 

447 

119 

95 


425 

516 

489 

448 

286 

206 


715 

700 

614 

445 


1782 

\210


256 


THE YEAR 1864. 


GOVERNOR.-A I. Bor~man ...........................................................1046 

STATE SENATE.-Wil1larn Price .••.•••.•.•.••••.•.•.••••••••••••...••••.••••••..•••• 5lf 


N. N. Hoffman .•••••••..••.••••.••.••• ~......................... 375 

W. Lazier............................................................. 118 


Houtl~ OF DBLEGATE8.-LeeR~y Kramer•.•••••••.••••••.•..•••••••••••••.•••• 738 

J. B. ~ugh ................................................ 671 

W. A. Hanway ..................................... 530 

Reuben Finnell ....................., .................. 358 


• Dunkard dlsappears In 1831, and 01 Thomas" appears in Its stead; so the ogures 
under Dunkard in 1831 are those or the Tote cast at Thomas In tha' year. Thomas 
dlsappears after 1831, and Dunkard reappears. 

t :MIddletown does not appear 85 a voting place tU11831. 
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THE YEAH 1865. 

STATE SENATE.-John S. Burdett...................................................... 896 

William G. Brown.................................................. 237 


HousE OF DELEGATES.-A. W. Brown ............................................. 487 

H. S. Coombs............................................. 481 

E. C. Finnell .............................................. 434 

.Reuben FIDnell ................................... " ...... 368 

Michael White............................................ 265 


THE YEAR 1866.• 

GOVERNOR.-A. I. Boremap.............................................. ~............ 926 
B. H. Smith .................................................................. 549 


STATE SENATE.-William B. Zinn ................................................... 923 

James A. BroNn .................................................... 548 


BOUSE OF DELEGATES.-A. W. Brown ............................................ 840 

N. N. Hoffman .......................................... 710 

H. S. Coombs........................................... 278 

S. H. Shriver............................................. 593 


THE YEA.R 1869. 


STATE SENATl!;.-William B. CraDe ................................................... 919 

Wiiliam B. Zinn..................................................... 80 


BOUSE 0:1' DELEGATES.-.George C. SturSiss.................................... 865 

William Price.............................................. 890 

John J. Brown......................................... 491 


COUNTY SUP'T.-Henr,. L. Cox ........................................................ 909 


THE. YEAR 1870. 


GOVERNOR.-William E. Stevenson ............................................ "1262 

John 1. Jacob................................................................. 891 


tiTATE SENATE.-WilUam Pric~ ....................................................1238 

Abram Hare......................................................... 902 


HOUI!IEOF DELEGATlai.-J'. B. Lough ................................................1242 

Georg*" C. Sturgiss.....................................1224 

E. J. Eddy................................................... 889 

James Hare................................................. 91f 


THE YEAR 1871. 

HOUI!IE OF n.LKGATEa.--J. Y. H.gans...........................................1195 


Joseph Snider............................................1141 

William P. Willey....... ............................. 723 

William Lantz........................................... 738 


DELEOATJI::l TO COl'&T. CONV.-W. '1'. Willey .....................................1204 

A. H. Tbayer....................................1188 

James Evaal8 .................................... 7'Zl 

J. A. F. Marti.................................... 7'Zl 


• For .JUdge of Supreme Court Of Appeals, R. L Berksh1re received lroJ votes, and 
li:4wtn Maxwell 002. 
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THE YEAR lR72.* 

GOVERNOR.-John J. Jsl!ob............................................._ ............1475 
J. N. Cllmrlen ............................................................ 895 


:?TATE SENATB.-J. T. McOIRskey.............................................1311 

C. M. Bisbop...................................................... 1422 

Willlianl M. Dent................................................. 908 

lamE's T. Port.... .................................................... BErT 


HousE OF DELEGATES.-William Price ........................................1436 

Joseph Snider..............................................1415 


The votes of the county for following years, in order to 

be verified, will be deferred for insertion in the Appendix, 

the last chapter in this book. 

STATISTICS OF POPULATION. 

In this chapter will be given such statistics as pertain to 
this subject. Statistics of churches, schools, etc., may be 

found in the appropriate chapters. 

The population of the cqunty, as shown in the decennial 
census reports, from 1790 to 1880, is subjoined. 
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12,405 12,793 1860 1 101 

4,602 4,768 f840 

I 

10,568 11,060 11870 1····13,575 14,056 1880 

146 
119 
46 

231 
317 

16,962117,368
12,092 12,387 
12,901 ,13,048 
13,316 113,547 
14,668 114,985 

Of the total population of the county in 1870, 11,731 were 

natives of the Virginias, 1,390 of Pennsyl~ania, 61 of Ohio, 

178 of Maryland, 8 of Kentucky and 16 of New York. Of 

the foreign population, 37 were natives' of England and 

'Yales, 29 of Ireland, 6 of Scotland, 16 of Germany and 2 

of France. 

Of the total population in 1880, there were born in this 

• Yote Cor Judges ot !;upreme Court oC Appeals-four to be elected: U. L. Berkshire, 
1434 j )latthew Edmiston, 1388 j Edwin !tla.'Cwell, 13S'~ j .C. P. T. Moore, 2:.."l9.'3 j JamCS 
Paul, 913 j A. F. Haymond, 9'2'~ j John S. Hoffman, 911. 



GEORGE WARHTXGTOX ::\IcYICKER. 
See P.ge 6:;8 
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State, 8,843; in Vhginia, 4,318; Pennsylvania, 1,462; Ohio, 

69; Maryland, 130; Kentucky, 14; British America, 3; 
England and Wales: 25; Ireland, 22; Scotland, 3; Ger­
many, 14, and France, 2. 

The population of the county by sexes, from 1840 to 
1880, is exhibited in the following table: 

Jfale~. Females. 
1840 8,645 8,723 
1850 6,131 6,256 
1860 6,413 6,59:) 
1870 6,699 6,849 
1880 7,414 7,571 

The number of colored people, free and sbve, by sexes, 
for 1840, 1850 and 1860, was as follows: • 

FREE-Jfales. Females. SuYE-Jfales. Females. 
]840 73 74 131 129 
1850 69 50 75 10l 
1860 23 20 .. 42 59 

The population of the several districts of the county is 
not given in the reports previous to 1870. For that year 
and the year 1880 it was as follows: 

DEst/'jets. 18;0. 1SS0. 

Battelle 1,85G 2,293 
Cas8 1,449 1,459 
Clay 1,972 2,522 
Clinton 1,900 2,126 
fTrant 2,216 2,15(} 
Morgan 2,536 2,722 
Union. 1,G1~ 1,707 

Of the population in 1870, there were 15 colored persons 
in Dattelle, 1 in Cass, 9 in Clay, 30 in Clinton, 30 in Grant, 
139 in Morgan, and 7 in Union. The inhabitants of foreign 
hirth were distributed, in 1870, in the several districts as 
follows: Battelle, 6; Cass, 7; Clay, 1; Clinton, 20; Grant, 
14; Morgan, 24; Union, 20. These detail~ are not giyen 

in the report for 1880, so far as published at this time. 
20 
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The population of the several unincorporated villages of 
the county is given in the census report for 1880. Of course, 

the figures ar~ only approximately correct, as the limits of 
such places are not sharply defined. As given in the report, 

they are as follows: 

Arnettsville, 54; Blacksville, 106; Cassville, 80; Dur­

bannah (adjoining Morgantown), 127; Granville, 122; Ham­
ilton, L.14; Hoffman's addition to l\Iorgantown, 86; Maids­
ville,44: Sally town, 67; Stringtown, 29 ; West :l\Iorgantown, 

51. 

The population of the town of Morgantown in 1860 was 
741 (740 whites, and 1 free colored; number of slaves is not 

giGen); in 1870, 797; in 1880, 745. 
In 1870, the number of male citizens 21 years of age and 

over in the county, wa(2,929; in 1880 the number was 3,440. 

NOTE.-On page 275 it is said that ex-Gov. Joseph Johnson 
represented the Congressional District of which Monongalia was a 
part, in 1835-9. This is an error, as 'Villiam S. Morgan, of Monon­
galla, was the representative in those years. A list of the repre­
sentatives in Congress of the district!, of which Monongalia has 
been a part from 1789 to the present, may be found in the 
Appendix. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

JUDICIAL HISTORY. 

Courts of the County and the Judges-District Court-Superior 
Court of Law-Superior Court of Law and Chancery-Circuit 
Co~rt-County Courts-List of Prosecuting Attorneys-I.Jist of 
Clerks of Courts and Presidents of County Courts-List of 
Presidents and Clerks of Board of Supervisors-Recorders 
of the 0ounty-Roll of the Bar-List of Justices of the­
Peace-County Buildings-Hangings-Suit of Harrison County 
against Monongalia-Biographical Sketches of Judges, Clerks,. 
Attorneys, and others. 

"One or the greatest tmpertectlons ot hlstortans in general, is owing to thew 
Ignorance of law."-PriesUII. 

IMPORTANCE of character has been deemed reason suffi­
cient to change order of age, and consider first the Superior 
Court, which was not create_d for Monongalia until after the 
establishment of its inferior court. But the burning of the 
county court records in 1796, leaves the District Court 
records of 1789 the oldest fountain of judicial knowledge in 
the county. 

In 1789, Monongalia was included in the district com­
prising Harrison, Monongalia, Ohio and Randolph counties, 
to which other counties were added afterward. Its District 
Court, styled Superior Court, held its first session at the 
Monongalia Court-house, at "Morgans-Town," on Monday 
May 4, 1789. Two sessioBs were held in each year, one in 
May and the other in September. To each session two 
judges were allotted. From the order-book of this District 
Court the following allotted judges were present at its 
sessions from May 4, 178~, to September 15, 1808 : Joseph 
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Prentis, Cuthbert Bullett, James Mercer, Richard Parker, 

St. George Tucker, Joseph Jones, Spencer Roane, Henry 

Tazewell, 'Villiam Nelson, James Henry, John Tyler, Paul 

Carrington, Robert 'Vhite, Edmund Winston, Arc~ibald 

Ste"wart, Robert White, Jr., 'Villi am Nelson, Jr., Francis T. 
Brooke and Hugh Holmes. 

The records of the years 1802 and 1803 are missing; and 
at some sessions only one of the two allotted judges was 

present. 
IHollongalia, in 1809, was included in the 11th JudicIal 

Circuit, and Juc1ge Hugh Nelson opened a Superior Court 

of Law in l\Ionongalia, :Monday, lYIay 15, 1809. Judge 

Nelson resigned, and was succeeded by Daniel Smith, who 
was chosen by the General Assembly, and commissioned by 

the governor, January 22, 1812. In 1820, J uc1ge Lewis 

Summers, by exchange with Judge Smith, held a term of 

court in the county. 
Under the Constitution of 1830, by act of Assembly 

of April 16, 1831, :Monollgalia was included in the 20th 

Circuit, 10th Judicial District. 

The Superior Court of Law was now designated" Circuit 

Superior Court of Law and Chancery." Judge Joseph L. 

Fry, of 'Yheeling, opened the first court, May 28, 1831. 
By the Constitution of 1851, the Court of Law and 

Chancery was designated" Circuit Court," which name it is 

still known by. l\Ionongalia was included in the 5tl~Sec­
tion, 10th District and 20th Juc1icial Circuit, composed of 

the counties of Hancock, Brooke, Ohio, Marsllall, "retzel, 

Tyler and Monongalia. George W. Thompson was elected 

J uelge for eight years, and opened his first court at nlorgan­

town, September 8, 1852. At the expiration of his term he 

was re-elected, but held no courts after th£f-spring of 1861. 
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R. L. Berkshire was elected to fill the vacancy, and opened 

his first court September 2, 1861. 
In 1863, l\Ionongalia was included in the 2d Judicial Cir­

cuit, composed of the counties of Monongalia, Preston, 

Tucker and Taylor, and John A. Dille was elected Judge. 

He was re-elected in 1865 and 69. On July 17, 1868, the 

Legisl;ture re-arranged the circuits, and increased their 
number. The number of this judicial circuit ,vas changed 

from the second to the third. 

In 1872, the circuits were re-arranged, and Wetzel, 
Ma.rion, l\Ionongalia, Taylor, Doddridge and Harrison con­

stituted the 2d Judicial Circuit, a.nd Charles S. Lewis was 

elected judge for eight years. Judge Lewis died in 1878, 

and A. Brooks Fleming, of :M.arion County, was appointed 
judge until October, 1878, when he was elected to fill the 

unexpired term of Judge Lewis. He was re-electetl in 1880, 
for a full term of eight years, as judge of the Second J udical 

Circuit, composed then (hy the amendment made to the 

8th Article of the Constitution) of the counties of l\lononga­
lia, l\I~rion and Harrison. 

Thus briefly is sketched the history of the Superior 
Courts in l\Ionongalia for ninety-four years-from the first 

Court held in 1789 to the latest one in 1883.* 
The inferior courts have always been styled County 

Courts. They were established in 1623-4. In 1652, their 

members were elected by the House of Burgesses; in 

1661-2, the number was restrained to eight, and they were 

• 'I'he first SuperIor Court provided tor the State ot Virginia, was hy an act or the 
General Assembly passed October, 1':8!, creatIng courts Of ub..,\ze, on~ or which WliH to 
be held for ~lonongal1a on May 1st, 178.3. At the same scs-;jf}ll, these courts were hUS­
})ended t~ January 1, lif6; and again were suspended to .Tanuary, liHH; Imt In liS7, 
the act was repealed, and on the 22d of December, 1;88, the state was laid orr Into 
dJstrIcts, and a Superior Court was establIshed In each district. Harrthon, ~Ionongal1a, 
Ohio and Randolph counties composed the 10th District In Older of enumeration, with. 
Monongal1a Co urt-house as the place tor holding courts for the district. 
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called Justices of the Peace; in 1776, the governor was to 
appoint them for each county from the number 'recom­
mended by its County Court. Their number was not 

limited, and the Justices were appointed for life or good 

behavior; they received no compensation for their services, 
but they always recommended from their own body for the 

offices of Sheriff* and Commissioner of the Revenue. 

The Clerk's office containing the county records from 

1776 to 1796, was burned in February of the latter year. 

The, first County Court held after that was on the 14th of 
March, 1796. Justices present: Thomas Butler, Robert 

Ferrell, James Scott, Nathan Springer and Thomas Barnes! 
The first act of this court was granting a licpnse to William 

Tingle in l\Iorgantown. The .following jury of inquest " for 
the body of ,the county" was sworn: John Plom (foreman), 

James Bran, Thomas McKinley, Joseph Kelso, Waitman 

Furbee, John Barker, Richard Ice, James Leggit, Frederick 

---,t Isaiah Haskinson, Thomas John, John DO"'1ler, 

John Statler, Alexander Brandon, Peter Clutter, Thomas 

Gibson and John Pierpont. 

The County Courts were modified somewha~ by tIle Con­
stitution of 1830. The Justices of the County Court, from 

1776 to 1852, were appointed by the governor from those 

recommended by the County Court, and ,vere unlimited as 

Jo number. The County COlut from 1852 to 63, con~isted 
of four justices from each of the seven magisterial districts 

into which the county was divided, and were elected by the 

people every four years. In 1863, this County Court waS 

1bolished, and a county Board of Supervisors, consisting of 

• It was the custom or the Governor to appoint (but not alway~ the law, as manY 
have supposed) the oldest commlssloned Justice for Shenlf, tr recommended; and If b6 
were not recommended, not to appoint any, but let the Shenlf at the time hold over 
another year. 

t Tbts name has so faded out that it can not be told what it was. 
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one member from each of the seven townships (ilOW called 

districts), was created. It held sessions from December 10, 

1863, to December 25, 1872. The old County Court waS­

re-established by the Constitution of 1872, and its first 

term was held March 24, 1873, and its last one ended Octo­

ber 1, 1880. The Justices were reduced from four to two 

from each district (formerly township). In 1880, by amend­

ment of the Eighth Article of the Constitution, the County 
COU1·t was abolished in fact though not in name, and the 

present board of commissioners (still called the County 

Court) was established. It is composed of three commis­

sioners, who are elected by the people of the county, and 

lIas jurisdiction of the police and fiscal affairs of the 

county. This court held its first term January 3, 1881. 

(.LIST OF PROSECUTING ATTORNEYS:* 

SUPERIOR COURTS. Same. SlCQ1'lI in. 
J. M. Hagans . 1863 

Di.'ltrict Court-1789 to 1809. 'V. P. 'Villey 186(; 
Name. Slnorn in. A. G. Stllrgi8s . 1868 

Fr~~cis '1'. Brooke May 4. 1~89 J. M. Hagans . . 1870 
'VIlham McCleary May 3, 1190 -George C. Sturgiss 1872 
Maxwell Armstrong Sept. 15.1797 'V. 'V. HoustoIf . • 1880
Isaac H. 'Villiams . . 1798 

May 15, 1799 John Brown . IXFERIOR COURTS.
Philip Doddridge May -, 1803 
Noah Lindsey . May 15, 1804 Countll Coltrl-1796 to 1852. 

. 'Villiam McClearv . 17978 Upcrzor Couri8;{ LalO-1809 to Isaac H. W}1lial1is . . 1798 

Noah I ..indRey .' ?tIav 15. 1809 Thomas 'VIlson Sept. 11,1798 
James McGee. . April 4. 1814 (From 1805 to 1810 no record.) 
EUgeniu8 M. 'Vilson Sept. 10,1821 William McCleary :\fay 14,1810 
C' ·t c,· .1' Mathew Gav . June 13, 1814 

lrCU'l, oupcrwr Court oJ ~aw R. L. Berkshire Feb. 22 1847 
and Chanccrll-1831 to 18.)2. • 

Guy R. C. Allen . Mav -, 1831 County Court-1852 to 1863. 
~. C. 'Vilson . . St>Pt. 8. 1831 R. L. Berkshire 18;)2 
Guy R. C. Allen . April 8, 1834 P. H. Keck . . 1856 

Circuit Court-1852 to 1883. E. C. Bunker . 1861 
R. L. Berkshire . . 1852 COtllltll Court-1873 to 1881. 
P. H. Keck . . 1856 George C. Sturgis8 . 1873 
E. C. Bunker 1861 'V. 'V. Houston . . 1880 

• ApPointed by the respective courts until 18:>2, alter which year one has been elected. 
by the \'oters or each county. 
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LIST OF' CLERKS.* 

liame. SI(~or71 ill.SUPERIOR COURTS. 
M. M. Dent, Deputy June 14, 1883 

Di~~"~~. Cow't,1789 to .Jt~~?;J in. INFERIOR COURTS• 
•Tohn " ..'j/llares • May 4, 1789 
William Tjngle, September 15, 1801 County Com'l-I7U6 to 1852. 

John Evans • • • 1796 
SU1U?1-i01' C01t1't of Law-1809 to 1831. Nimrod Evans January 1, 1807 
Wllli,un 'ringle May 15, ]809 Thomas P. Rav • • . 1828 
Nimrod EvallM, September 2, IS}] Waitman '1'. Willey Nov. 22, 1841 
Thomas P. Ray A)JTll 14, 1828 

County Com'l-1852 to 1863. 
Marshall 1\1. Dent July I, 18.32 

Chance-ry-1831 to 1852. 
Ci,'cuit 8upe'ri01' Court of Law and 

John E. Dent (p1'O tem.)Oct. 31, 18ln 
'1'homas P. Ray 1\1a)" 28, 1831 A. lol. Wade January 27, 1862 
'Vaitman '1'. Willey April 8, 1842 

County Court-I8i3 to 1883. 
Oi,'cuit Ooul't-18.'l2 to 1883. IW. S. Cobnn • March 24, 1873 

George S. Ray July 1. 1852 Jno. W. l\lA<!ara D~p., J»n. 2. 187~ 
Marsball 1\1. Dent Jan. 1, 1857 W. T. Willey November 7, ISS:! 
Lt'wis Layton • J Illy 1. 1858 R. E. Fdst, Deputy Dec. 4, 1882 
Augubtas Haymond Juntl 20, 1863j , 

PUESIDEXTS OF THE COUNTY COURTS.l' 
1852-J. T. Da,yh~. !18?G-Manliff lJ..:'1yes.
1856-John B. JJough. !1881-S. P. Barker. 
1860-Augul'tus Haymond. 1882-A. 'V. Brown. 
1872-Manliff Hayes. I1883-A. 'V. Brown. 

pnESIDENTS OF THE BOARDS OF SUPERVISOHR. 

1863-A. 'V. Brown. I 1869-F. R. Sinclair. 
11'l64-65-A. 'V. Brown. i 1870-James McKee. 
1866-'Villiam no.aIUI-Oll. : F. R. Sinclair. 
1867-Sumuel Hackuev. / 1871-A. 'V. Brown. 
l86S-SaIlluel Hackne)". 1872-J. Milton 'faylor.. 

JameH Evans. 

CLERKS OF THE BOARDS OF SUPERVISOItS. 

1863-E. H. Coombl'. I 1871-A. L. 'Vade. I 1872-,Yo 'V. Dering. 

RECOUDERS. 

1863-A. L. 'Vade. I 1866-A. L. 'Yaup. I 1870-'V. S. Cobun. 

• The clerks or both courts were appoInted unt1l1852, sInce whIch time they haye 
been elected. The Board or SupervlSors appoInted theIr own clerks. 

t From 18:)2 to 186.'3, the County C01J.rt chose its own presIdents; from 18i2 to 1881, tM 
presIdents were elected by the people. SInce 1881, the CommIssioners hll\"e chosen 1\ 

presIdent annually from their own body, as also dId the Board of Supen1sors. TIle 
Uecorders were elected by the people. 

:t: The other membt.>rs (comml~1oners) of the County Court, besIde the president, 
sInce 1881, hayc been: 1HHl, A. W. Brown and W. W. Dertng; 1882, S. P. Barker nnd 
George W. Lnishley; 188.'3, S. P. Barker and George W. Lnishley. 
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LIST OF JUSTICES OF THE PEACE, 

From 1796 to 1852, appointed by the Governor. 
.Sames. 

Thomas Barnes 
.Joseph Cox • 
Peregrine Foster 
Gtlorge Snider 
John Oollins • 
ThOl..a~ Butler 
Robert Ferrell. 
James Scott 
Nathan Sr>ringer 
David Scott 
Dudlev Evans 
Jobn Fairfax 
Edward .Jones. 
Rl1s~eI Potter , 
lIedgrnan '.rripplat 
John Denr • 
Enoch E,'ans • 
William .John 
Jollll 'r. Goff • 
Sarnnel H:Hlw;\v • 
Benjamin Reeller 
Philip Pindall , 
William Haymond 
Stephen )'lorgan • 
Geor!!e Gr~ouwoO(l 
Asa Dudlev . 
Alexander" fIawthorne 
Lemuel John 
Abram Mill-\y • 
John ~lcLain 
~pencor .Martin 
Jesse Hanway 
M ichRPI I{ern • 
John 'V. Dean 
'fbomas 1\1 Iller 
~irneon }<~verlv 
Augusta Ballai. 
'Villlnm Hamilton 
Ni,·holas Vandervort 
Davi(l ~forgan - • 
Henry DE>ri.,g 
}'recjprick Hersh 
'VllIiarn Jobes 
Jacoh Pol"lev . 
'ViJ!ia·1I N. Jarrett•• 
•101111 ~tealey • 
Ralph Berkshire 
'fhomas Trotwpll 
.J. Smallwood Wilson ..' 
Enoch Jones 
John Nuzum • 
AmOl~ Roberts 
JalJlPs E. Beall 
AUgURtus \Veringer 
John \Vagn~r • 
'Viiliam George • 
William Willey 
"TilluHn Bl4rnf'~ 

Sleo/·n in.· 
Before 1796. 

" 
" 

" 
" 

" 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 

" ., 
Augnst 13, 1798 
Angust 13, li!l8 
August 13, 17PS 
August 13, 17!1S 
Angust 1',1798 
Sept. 

. 

~farch 

June 

June 

Nov. 

Nov. 

.~pril 

11, 1i98 

• Resi(JlIpd.· 
May 15, Ji!)G 
!\fay 15, li96 
May 15,1796 
NoV'. 15, li96 
No\". 15,ligB 
Octoher 9, 1797 
August 14, 1811 

Sept. 26,1831 

Oct. 14, 1816 

Died ~[ar.l,IR03 

Jail. 8.1810 

August 18, 18W 
Sppt. V~, 1:;02 
Nov. 13, 1806 

11. 1800: 
i 

!l,1800, 
i10. 1800

I 
8. 1802, 
8,IRO:!, 

12, J803 Angllst 12. 1811 
l.Juno 
Jan. 

.J;tn. 
August 11, 1800 ;\1111'('h 
August 11, lX06 )lar('h 
Augu,:,t 11, [806 No,', 
August 11, 1806 1 

~ept, 

1June 

8, ISO; 
15, ISH 

J;;. 1811 
1;;. 1808 
HI, 1807 
10,IROi 

2:1, 1809 
11, 1810 

Mnrcb 14,1808;Angnst 18. 1810 
;\1 arch 14, 1808i';l"pt. 1:3, 1808 
~Iarch 14, 18081
April 11, 1808 
SAJlt. 15. 180R ,"'10. R, 1~10 

• Where blanks occur in these columns, no dates could be round. 
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:Sames. 
Rawley Evans 
JOReph Campbell 
John Evans 
Alexander Hawthorne • 
John S. Robf>rts 
Dl:luj~1 Co.x 
Jared EvanR 
Charles Bvrn 
baae P ow~el1 
Enoch Evans 
1.'1l0UJ9R Prit\lllard 
Hugll Evans 
Cornelius Berkshire. 
:Morgan Mor~all • 
Ra N lev Scott • 
John Henthorn 
Adam Brown 
James 1.'ibbs 
Nathan Ashby 
James Barker 
William B. Lindsey 
Joshua Hickman 
Achillis Mor~an • 
Robert Abercrombie 
John l<'orstJea 
Da"lid Dunham 
Jas"Ie Busey • 
\Vllliam Si~ler 
Ryner Hail • 
James Webster • 
BOHZ Burrows, 
Anthony Smith • 
David P. Morgan 
Rawlev Martin 
Owen John. • 
'l'boO�as s. Haymond 
Aaron Barker • 
David Musgrave. 
John Jeffs • 
.A ndrew Corbly • 
Peter Henlun.. 
John H. Pols)ey • 
Nathan Hall • 
William Willey • 
George D. Barnes 
Fielding Kiger 
Jesse Ice 
RIchard 'Vatls • 
Bennnia Flernin~ 
Joseph Pi<'kenpaugh 
}RIUlC Means. • 
John Sbriver • 
WiI!iam J. Willey 
'VjJ)jam ThornBs 
Robert MeUee 
George McNeely 
Nathan Goff • 
John Wagller 
Levi Anderson 
William John 
Jacob Wagner 

Sworn in. Resigned.. 
May 14, 1810 Sept. 26, 1831 
~fBy 14, 1810 
May
~fay 

14. 1810 
'14, '1~1O 

Mav 15, 1810 
May 15, 1810 
May 
Junq 

15, 1810 .\ pril 
11, 1810 Jan, 

8, 1816 
8, 1816 

June 11, 1810 
JUlle 1~, 1810 
July 9, 1810 
Octouer S, uno 

Mav 
May 

June 

July 

~~pt. 
Jan. 

Nov. 

May 

.Tune 
June 
June 
Jl1n~ 
Nov. 

Dec. 


I 


Jul v 10. 1815 
Augnst 17, 1815 

15, 1811 Sept. 22, 1817 
15, ]811 Mar..:h 14, 1814 
10, 1811 
8, 1811 June 
9, 1811 

15. 1812 
8, "1813 
9,1814 May 

13, 1814 

27, 1826 

8,1815 

13, 1814 October 22, 1831 
13, 1814 
]3, 1814 
14, 1814 March 
12, 1814 JUliA 

April 
.June 
March 

August 24, 1818 

Augu~t 24, 181S 

~'eb. 
Feh. 
Feb. 
April 
Apr:l 
April 
April 
April 
April 
July 

.luI" 

.J uI)' 
July 

2:l, 18W July 
23, 1819 . 
28, 1819 
26, 1819 
26, 1819 
26. 181q 
27, 1819 Sept. 
:"''7, 1819 May 
'0,1819 Feb. 
26,1819 

Dec. 
1, 1820 
I, 1820 
1, 1820 Jan. 

All~\1st 28, 1820 
Augnst 28, 1820 ~!Ry 
Aua:u~t 28, 1820 
Sept. '1.7, 1820 
Angus! 26, H~22 
Dec. 27, 1824 
.June 27, 182.'> Sept. 
June 27, 18"25 
June 27,18"25 
June Zi, 182.') 

24, 1834 
10, 1816 
8,1816 

11, 1816 
22, 1824 

23, 1821 

26. 1831 
2(;. 18~ 
2G,1822 

25,1821 

27, 182.3 

28. 1822 

28, 1829 

June 27, 1825 August 28, 1827 
June 27, 1825 May 20, 1828 
June 27, IBi5 
July • 25, 1825 
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Sames. 
Alex. Wade 
Jacoh Kiger • 
Thomas Meredith 
l\htth8W f.l'leming 
John Drabell • 
Hillary Bo~gflss • 
Benjamin B. Thorn 
Ninlrod Dent. 
Setb Stafford 
Heury Boggess 
John Wagner • 
J08eph Gray • 
William Thomas. 
haae Cooper • 
'VjJlhun Lazier • 
Andrew Brown 
Moses Cox 
Leonard Lam b 
Thomas 'VatRon • 
~~iejding Ki~er 
John Clayton • 
JO<sillh Boyers 
Reuben B: '.raylor 
John Rude • 
John S. Shisler • 
George Dawson • 
Franeis Billingsley 
John S. Smith 
John Lemlev 
John Bowlhy 
Elijah Tarleton • 
WIlliam Swearingen 
John Musgrave • 
William Pric~ 
Josepb F. Harrison 
George S. Renshaw 
RawlE\Y Holland 
Job n Stewart 
John Hood • 
Wilham Bradley • 
Leander S. Laijley 
John Watts • 
Martin Vallendine 
William Lnuntz 
Morgan S. Bavles 
HUJ,tb Daugherty 
Benry Watson 
James Evans • 
Gideon Barb 
William Haines 
Daniel Dusenberry 
Benry Daugherty 
Henrv Dering 
Heorlie 1\1. Reay 
George M. Habans 
}).tIlI~1 H aI11t:llU.1I1 

,­

SteOI'1/. i1l. 
July 25. 1825 
July 25, 1825 
July 23, 1827 
.July 23, 1827 
A.ugust 28, 1817 
August 25, 1828 
August 25, 1828 
August 26, 1828 
August 24. UI29 
\ugust 24, 1829 
.Ian. 23. 1832 
Feb. 27, 183~ 
Feb. 27, 1832 
Feb. 27, 1.832 
Marl!h 28, 1832 
Sept. :l3, 1833 
Sept. 23, 1823 
Sept. 23. 1833 
Sept. 23, 1833 
Sept. 2.~. 1833 
Oct. 28, 1833 
Jllly 28. 1834 
July 28. 1834 
Jan. 26, 183.'') 
~Iay 2.5, 183.5 
May 2.'5,18% 
April 24, 18:n 
April 24. 1837 
April 24, 1837 
April ~4, 1837 
Mav 22,1831 
~{lty !!2,1837 
May 22, Itt)7 
~1aj. 2:'., 1837 
\lay 22, 1837 
June 25, 18.11 
June 2.5.1831 
.Jllly 27,1840 
AUJ,tllst 24, J84tl 
Au~u~t 24, 1840 
..;ept. 28. 1840 
May 2:1, 1842 
May 23. 1842 
Mlly I 23, 1842 
May 23,1842 
\tRy 23. 1842 
~fay 23, 1842 
May 2.1, 1842 
August 24, 1846 
July 26, 1841 
July 26, 1847 
Inlv 26.1847 
.Julv 26, 1847 
1111V 26,]847 
Sept. 24. 1849 
'ieJlt. 21, 1::>49 

R~i(JlIed. 

~I ay 25, 1835 

May 26.1834 

The offices of the Justices of the Peace who had been 
appointed, were vacated when the Constitution of 1851 
'Went into effect. 
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Of the bar of Monongalia it has been said that" it was 

always a credit to the county and the State." Members of 

the Monongalia bar have served in both 110uses of the Vir­

ginia and West Virginia Legislatures. It has given judges 

to the judicial circuits of West Virginia, and a judge to the 
State Supreme Court of A ppea]s. It has furnished mem­

bers to represent Virginia and West Virginia in the House 

of Representatives of the United States, and one of its 

number represented 'Vest Virginia for ten years in the 
Senate of the United States. ­

ROLL OF THE BAR.* 
1789. 1823. 

Frapcis T. Brooke 'lay 4 Charles S. Mor~lln April 14 
'Vil!iam l\1('Cleary May 4 1825 • 
Thomas Wilson • Sept21 GUY R. C. Al1t'n • April13 

1790. . 1826. 
James Allen Sept 20 W. Calder Haymond • April 10 

1794. 1833. 
John Brown • • Sept 20 'Vaitman T. Will~y Septflmbf\r {)
Isaac Bite Williams Stlpt 20 18H. 

J79.3. Halph L. Berk8hIro April 8 
Philip DoddridJ!~ May 4 1842. 

1797. Eusebju~ P. Lowman • April 26 
Maxwell ArmRtrong Sppt.15 1844. 
NOltU Lindsey • • Dt'c.13 r. J. T. Fox Alden • 

1801. Lycurl!u<I S. HouJ!h . ~i~;~i;'29 
William TinglE'. June 9 Andrew McDonald. • April 8 
"'i1liam G. PMynO Sf'pt. ]5 Phi!ip H. Reck • Octoher!!8 
•lames G. Laidipv Oct. 13 1845. 

1803. David G. Thompson • April 7 
Jam ('8 Pindall April 12 Georgf' S. Ray September 8 
James Evans July 11 ]S48. 

1807. H t'nrv E. Smith April 6 
1\1 atllew Guy • October 13 Samllel 'Vonos . .April 6 

1808. 1851. 
Felix Scott • April 11 Edward C. BunkE'T • • -\.pri1:> 
Rawley Scott • • June 13 1855. 
James McGee • • Juue 141 Alfred ~I. Barbour April,13 
Marmaduke EVRflR • ••••••••••• 185S. 

1811. HE'nrv T. Martm • AprilS
Oliver Phillips • September 2 JODItt"hall \1. Hpck Septcmber {)

lS19. 
EugE'llitll:l 1\1. WJlf';on ~eptember}i John A. Dille 1~9. • August •. 
A. P. 'ViholOn 1821. • April 13 J. Marshall HagaJll~ September {) 

.............
.1ohn Ie Mines. • September 25 John G. Gay 
1822. 1860. 

Edgar C. Wilson • SePtE'mbpr!l! Wi1l1~m A. Hallway • April 13 
J os"ph '1'. Daugherty. April 8. Lowrie 'VJ1son September 4 
~------- ------ - - -----------:----­

• No roll hus ewr bren Krpt on the records; thIs Is made up from the best sources 
or Informatlon obtainable. 
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] 864. 	 1880.I

George C. Stnrgiss May 11 Ledrew M. \Vade March 1 
William P. Willey. • May 12 John M. DllVi~ ., July 14 
John J. Brown • Noveml>er U \Vaitman \V. Honston • .c\prill6 

1868. J. S. Brookover • September ~ 
A. G. Sturgiss. . May 13 1881. 

1869. Marshall M. Dent June 21 
Joespb 	Moreland • February 10 1882. 

1872. A. G. Davis • • June 16 
• October 12Olivor H. Dille September 9 George C. COlA • 

LeontdR~ V. Reck • Oct"ner 13 
um~. Ben. S. Morgan • • October 18 

'fbornas H. B. Stagger.. Marcb 22 FranCIS T. Havmond October 23 

1879. - 1883. 


Clarence B. Dille March 20, Frank Cox June 19 


The attempt to classify the attorneys, so as to show those 

admitted to th.e bar in J\'Ionongalia, but who never practiced 

here, and those from abroad who were admitted to the 

l\Iorgantown bar, had to be ab~ndoneL1, because of want of 

clearness in some of the entries on the record and because 

of incomplete indexing. This lack of comprehensive index­

ing of the record-books and the destruction of a part of the 

records in 1861, account for all the blanks in the lists of 

county officers and attorneys in this chapter. Some of the 
record-books need transcribing, all of them thorough and 

comprehensive indexing-an amount of labor that no clerk 

can spare from his regular work. 

'Villimn G. Brown and Thomas Brown, of Preston 

County, were engaged in the trial of cases here as early as 
1833 or 35. Of other attorneys from abroad admitted to 
practice in the courts of l\Ion<;>ngalia, we have record of the 
following: 

1789-Chnrles Magill, Samuel Read, John Ralfs, William C. 
'Vil1iu,ms, 'Villiam Marshall, Nathaniel Davisson. 1799-M. Sexton. 
1800-'Vyl1is I ..ithman. ]801-John G. Jackson. l804-Isaac Mor­
ris. 1S11-Andrew Stewart and Samuel Evans, of Pennsylvania.. 
18]9-John James Allen. 18M-Copeland Stockton. 1827-'V. L. 
Jackson, George J. Williams, Daniel H. Polsley. 1830-William 
McCord. 1832-'Villiam A. Harris. ]835-6. D. Camden. 1836­
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George H. Lee. 1842-E. M. Davisson, Charles A. Harper. 1846­
William McKinley. 1851--E. B. Hall, Z. Kidwell, U. M. Turner. 
1852-R. E. Cowan. 1854-James P. Smith. 1858-'V. P. Thompson, 
E. H. Fitzhugh, Moses C. Good. 1860-Charles M. Brown. 1862­
E. S. Bland, B. F. Martin, S. A. Morgan, 'V. 'V. Peck. Since 1862, 
among the number were Fontaine Smith. James H. Carroll, A. F. 
Haymond, John A. Hutchinson. Jr., Dwight McCleave, George H. 
l\!cGrew, Nathan Goff, Jr., A. B. Fleming, John Barton Payne, 
Charles E. Brown, Joseph H. Hawthorne, 'Villiam G. 'Vorley and 
William G. Brown, Jr. 

Among attOl'neys who aTe practicing their profession in 
other parts of the country, and who read law and were ad­
mitted to the bar in :Monongalia, we have record of the 
following: 

Xame. Admittpl7. }iamp. Admitted. 
William Werinp;er April 16, 1833 W. L. Bou~hner September 10, 187! 
Samuel Arnold April 11,1834 T. P. Jacobs September 16, 1870 
.Jobn W. Harner April 8, 1844 I':dgar W. Wils"n September 15, J876 
Samuel Wood • • April 6,1848 'N. R. D. Dent March 15, 1877 
Newton B. Jones SE"ptember 2, 1867 Rob't H. Dolliver September 20, 1877 
John W. Mason Fehrllary 3, 1868 ~'rank Woods March 19.1879 
H. CJa.v Sbowalter }"ebruary 15,1868 Ulysses Arnett l\iRrcb 22,1879 
John E. Kern. May 4,1868 Madison T. Garlow June 20, 1882 
Marmaduke H. Dent Sept. 13, 18i2 Artbur L. Cox October 19, 1882 

Two natives of Monongalia are practicing at the King­
wood (Preston County) bar, where they were admitted, 
namely: Joseph H. Hawthorne, in Sepmteber, 1878; Isaac 

tJ, .. 

C. Ralphsnyder, October 8, 1880. 

COUNTY BUILDINGS. 

Phillips's shop was used as a Court-llouse in 1776, and 
afterwards different houses were used for the purpose. 
Three Court-houses have been built in Morgantown; the 
first a frame, the second a brick, and the present brick 
building. Four Jails llave been built in Morgantown. The 
first one was n. stone building, the second a block, the 
next was a brick, and the fourth and present one is a 
stone building, and is said to be one of the finest Jails in 
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the State. These will be treated in ~etail in the history of 
the Borough of l\Iorgantown. The county has had two 
County Poor-houses. The first one was in Morgan District; 
the present one is near Cassville. They will be noticed in 
full in the history of l\'Iorgan and Cass districts. 

HANGINGS. 

Since the formation of the county only five executions 
have taken place, and these all at :Morgantown. Only two 
of these five persons-Milly and Joshua, both slaves­
were living on the present territory of Monongalia County. 

The first of August, 1798, at a called session of the 

County Court, at which Justices David Scott, 'Villiam John, 
James Scott, John Dent and Enoch Evans were present, 

Milly, a slave, the property of David Robe, was tried for 
burning her master's barn, for attempting to murder William 
Robe, Jr., and for preparing medicine and administering 
the same. Noah Lindsey was assigned as counsel to 

defend her. She acknow~edged that there was poison 
prepared to give to Robe. The testimony of several 

witnesses went strongly to prove her guilt, and the court 
sentenced her to be hung on the 1st day of f?eptember, 
1798. This court also tried Will, a slave of Barsheba 

Ferguson: as accessory to the burning of the barn, and 
iound him guilty. His sentence was to be burnt on the 

hand and receive thirty lashes. 
On the 16th of August, a special examining court was 

called, upon a plea of Milly assigning a 'l"eaSOn that the sen­
tence of death should not be executed upon her at the time 
set. The sheriff was ordered to impannel a jury of twelve 
discreet women to itiquire into the truth of the fact alleged. 

The jury were Catherine Evans, Mary McNeely, Sarah 
Foster, Ann Beck, Mehitable Mehose, Susannah McCrea, 
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Susannah Madera, Mary Baltzel, Sarah l\'IcKinley, Catharine 

McIntyre, Sarah Laidley and Mary Gandy. They reported 

that no cause existed for postponing the execution of the 

sentence. ~Iilly was valued by the court at £75 and was 

hung on the 1st of September. Thomas Evans" found the 

plank" and made her coffin for four dollars. 

Joshua, a negro slave of James Collins7 was arrested for 

an assault on a white woman, and was tried on the 13th of 

July, 1827, before a County Court called for the purpose, 

which was composed of the following Justices: Dudley 

Evans, Richard Watts, David P. ]\Iorgan, Owen John and 

Jacob lEgeI'. The court assigned Charles S. l\Iorgan and 

Edgar C. 'Vilson to defend him, and ol'Clered that his master 
pay each a fee of $7.50. Joshua \ was found guilty by' the 

Justices, and sentence of death was passed upon him. He 

was hung on the 17th of August, 1827, on the waters of 

Falling Run, just beyond the West Virgini~ University, on 

lands now belonging to and enclosed in a lot by Michael 

Chalfant. Joshua was about 18 years old, and was valued 

at $250 by the Court, which amount the State had to pay to 

his master. 

HARRISON 'VERSUS MONONGALIA. 

A suit was brought by Harrison County* against Monon­

galia County on the 19th of May, 1800, in the District Court 

at MOl'gantown, presided over by J uc1ge William Nelson: 

Jr. In the act (of July 20,1784,) creating Hanison County, 

it was c1eclarecl that Monongalia should pay and refund to 

the people of Hanison their proportion of the cost of 

erecting the public buildings in :l\Ionongalia. The propor­

• The justices or Hamson bringing the suit were WHnam RoNnson, Thomas Reed, 
Watson Clark and WHllum Martin. The sl\lt was brought against David SCott,. 
Thomas Butler, Uobert Ferrell, John Fa1l1a* and John ColUns, Justices or and tor 
Monongalla. I 
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tion of HalTison was 24 pounds and 6 shillings, of which 

amount they had received 24 pounds 5 shillings and 8! 
pence. A tax?~ for" wolf scalps," of 97 pounds 17 shillings 

and 11 pence, was collected in the county in 1784. The 

State gave l\Ionongalia a certificate for this tax, which the 
county sold in 1795; at 18 shillings on the pound. 

After the striking oft' of the territory of Harrison, there 

were 343 "tythables" in Monongalia and 282 in Harrison. 

And it was in this proportion, it seems, that Harrison con­
tended that the wolf-scalp tax should be divided between 

the two counties. Harrison's suit was brought to l'ecover 
the balance due her on the public-buildings tax, and that 

part of the wolf-scalp tax of 1784 which was paid by the 

people of that part of l\Ionongalia which became Harrison 

County in the same year. The latter, it is said, was tho 
principal object of the suit. 

The case was decided on the 20th of l\Iay, 1795; and the 
jUdgment of the court was tha~ Monongalia was indebted to 

Hariison in the sum of 3 pence and 3 farthings on the pub­
lic-buildings tax, but owed her nothing for the wolf-scalp 

tax, and that HalTison pay all the costs of the suit. 

On the pages of the records of the county, among matters 
of serious character and grave import, are to be founcl 
those of an amusing and humorous character. Of tho 

latter, let one specimen suffice. It is an entry upon the 

estray-book of 1849, which is reproduced below, substitu­

ting blanks for the names of the persons mentioned: 
Pursuant to a warrant to us directed after being duly sworn 

for that purpose we have this day viewed and do appraise one 

• A premium was paid tor each wolf scalp taken In a county and presented at the 
county-seat. A tax was laid each year to pay tor these scalps, the amount or wblcll 
Was to be repaid by the State. No tund was provtded by the State at this time, tor Us 
payment, and Monongalla, llke other counties, sold this certillcate against the State, 
about 1~, tor wbat She could get tor It, which was 18 sbllllngs on the pound. 

21 
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stray hog shown to us by - -- and do find the same to be a 
white sow with a plack spot near the right eye, ears badly torn, 
supposed to'have been done by a dog with a short tail supposed to be 
eighteen months old. 'Ve do appraise the same to be worth one 
dollar and fifty cents. Given under our hands this 22d day of 

November,1849. ---1====SApprai~ers. 

As it is supposed that the appraisers did not mean to 

describe the dog that tore the ears of the sow, at all, and 
certainly not so particularly as having" a short tail sup­

posed to be eighteen months old," this descriptive language 
must be applied to the aforesaid" white sow with a black 
spot near the right 'eye." "\Vhether the owner of this his­
toric hog ever came into possession of this particular piece 

of his property, is one of those numerous things about 
which the records and tradition are both provokingly silent. 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 

DAJ.~IEL SMITH, who presided as Judge from 1809 to 1831, 
was a resident of HalTisonburg. About six feet tall, with,a 
rounel full face, black hair, and pleasant countenance, he 
was aman of fine presence. 

JOSEPH L. FRY, of "\Vheeling, J uelge from 1831 to 1852, 
was a native of Orange County, Va.; he moved to Kanawha 
County and practicec11aw; was elected judge of this district, 
by the Legislature, in 1831, when he moved to Wheeling. 
He was a man of fine literary taste, and had an extensive 
library. He died June 10, 1865, aged seventy-one years. 

GEORGE W. THOMPSON, who presided as Judge from 1852 
to 1861, is still living and resides near Wheeling. He is 
DOW a very aged man. He quitted the bench in 1861, refus­
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ing to take certain oaths prescribed by the Wheeling Con­
vention of June 18, 1861.' He turned to literary pursuits, 
and wrote a l'emarkable book, entitled the" Category of the 
Infinite." 

RALPH LAZIER BERKSHIRE, Judge from 1861 to 1863, 
Son of 'Villiam Berkshire, a farmer of limited means, was 
born April 8th, 1816, in Bedford County, Pennsylvania. 
His father removed thence to Monongalia County, in the 
following year, where he died in 1860. Ralph Lazier lived 
with his father on the farm till eighteen years of age, when 
he went to Morgantown to learn the carpepter's trade, at 
which he worked for several years. In 1838, he began to 
read law with Guy R. C. Allen, and was admitted to the 
bar three yeal's afterward. He was appointed by the 
County Court prosecuting attorney in 1847, and was elected 
in 1852 to the same position. Like his father, a 'Vhig in 
politics, he was voted for in a portion of the congressional 
district as a candidate against the Hon. Sherrard Clemmens, 
recei~g a heavy vote in Monongalia County. In 1861, he 
Was a candidate for Circuit Judge against Judge George 'V. 
Thompson, receiving over 400 of a majority in Monongalia, 
but was defeated in the circuit. 

He was an ardent opponent of secession, and was one of 
those who called the meeting of the 17th of April, 1861, at 
Morgantown and was a member of the committee that 
drafted the resolutions* there adopted, which were "pub­
lished in the National Intelligellcer and other leading papers 
as the 'first loyal voice from Western Virginia.'''t He was 
appointed a delegate to the May Convention at Wheeling, 
but Was prevented from attending by professional duties. - ' 

• See pages 139 and 140 of this work. t West VirgInia Reports, voL L, p. 84. 
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He was elected a delegate to the June Convention at the 

same place, and succeeded J uelge Thompson, in 1861, as 
Judge of the 20th Judicial Circuit, being elected over his 

competitor by a large majority. In this capacity he served 
until June, 1863, when he was elected one of the thTee 

Judges of the Supreme Court of Appeals of this State, and 
became President of this court, and served until 1867. In 

1874, he was elected, as the candidate of the Republican 

party. with little opposition, to the State Senate, from the 

district composed of ~Ionongalia and Preston counties, and 
served the full term of four years. 

Since his admission to the bar, J uelge Berkshire has 

continued to practice law, except during the period when 

he was on the bench. He is still engaged in that vocation, 

as a member of the firm of Berkshire &, Sturgiss. Judge 

Berkshire is a memb'er of the ~Iethodist Episcopal Church. 

JOlIN A. DILLE, son of Ezra Dille, was born in 'Vashing­

ton County, Penn., July 19, 1821. His mother was a 

daughter of William ~IcFarland and sister ot the late 
]Hajor Samuel McFarland, of Washington, Penn. His 

early :rea,I'S were spent in working on his father's farm, and 

attending the free schools of the neighborhood during the 

winter months. At the age of sixteep, a laudable ambition 

prompted him to seek higher educational advantages; and, 

accompanied by an elder brother now deceased, he entered 

"Greene Academy," an institution then possessing a high 
reputation for enlarged educational facilities and scholarly 

teachers. A year spent in the Academy opened new and 
broader fields for thought, and awakened and inspired a 

stronger desire for mental culture. Accordingly, in the 

fall of 1839, Mr. Dille was regularly entered at Washington 
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College (now Washington and Jefferson), where he pursued 

his studies in that old and well-established institution until 

he had about completed its full course of instruction. 

While at college he made a reputation as an essay writer, 

and on two occasions represe!lted the Literary Society of 

which he was a member in public performances. ~mpaired 

health, owing in part to a not very strong constitution and 
in part to confinement at school, compelled him to leave 

college just befo're graduating, and repair to his home, ::md 

there, amid the activities of a country life, to regain vigor 
and strength. By the advice of his friends, who were still 
solicitous in regard to his health, he was prevailed upon 

to remove to Preston County, Va. (now ,'lest Va.,) with the 

llOpe that the purer air ~f the mountains would so improve 

and restor~ his health, as to enable him to enter upon the 

profession he had chosen before entering-:college. Follow­

ing this advice, in the spring of 1843, he removed to 
Kingwood, the county-seat of Preston; and in that and the 
fOllowing year studied law under the direction and instruc­

tion of his esteemed friend, the Hon. ,Villiam G. Brown; 

ahd also taught a selec't school in the higher academic 

studies, 'which soon thereafter developed inj;o what was after­

wards known as "Preston Academy." 

In nlarch, 18·14, 1\lr. Dille was examined by J udge<:; Fry, 
Douglass and Smith, and licensed to practice law in the 

Courts of Virginia, and opened an office in Kingwood. His 

diligence, energy, and fid8lity to the interests of his clients 

Soon won deserved success ::md remunerative pecnniary 

rewards. Sometimes antagonized hy and sO~llctirnes asso­

ciated as co-counsel with Brown, ,Yilsoll au!l lUlen, who 

had long been engaged in the professio~l and were ranked 

among the best lawyers in -the State, he had to study 
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diligently and continuously to'sustain himself and to win 

l'eputation and laurels against such veterans in the pro­

fession. In the spring of 1845, the law, partnership of 

"Brown & Dille" was formed, the senior partner of the 
firm was his distinguished preceptor and friend, the Hon. 

William G. Brown. This partnership continued until April, 

1849. Mr. Brown was a member of the House of Represent­

atives of the United States Congress during the whole 

time of the partnership, and consequently the entire 

business of the firm was managed by its junior member. 
In the spring of 1849, Mr. Dille was married to the eldest 

daughter of the late Elisha 1\:1. Hagans, Esq., of Kingwood, 
whose acquaintance he had formed while a student at 

college, she having been at that time a pupil at Wa.shington 

Female Seminary, where she graduated in the fall of 1845. 
In less than three years after her marriage Mrs. Dille died, 

leaving one son-Oliver H. Dille-who, a few years ago, 

bought and now resides on the" Evans Homestead," near 

Morgantown, in Monongalia County. 
After the dissolution of the partnership of" Brown & 

Dille," in 1849, the partnership in the practice of law of 

" Dille & Hagans" was formed, the Hon. M. B. Hagans, now 

of Cincinnati, being the junior member. Mr. Hagans is a 

brother of Mr. Dille's first wife, and read law in his office. 

This partnership was dissolved in the spring of 1850, when 

its junior member removed to Cincinnati, where he has 
since distinguished himself both at the bar and on the 

bench as a successfullawYf>r and able judge. 
With most men in the legal profession, success at the ,bar 

is generally made a stepping stone to political honors and 

preferments, but the subject of this sketch pursued the 

even tenor of his way, winning reputation and remuneration 
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from the diligent practice of the law, until the beginning of 

the late sectional strife; before which time he was a Dem­
ocrat, and in the presidential c3.mpaign of lSGO-in which 

he took a very active part-was a Douglass Democrat; and 
when the conflict came on, was very decided in his convic­

tions and expressed opinions in favor of the preservation of 
the Union. During the war he never wavered in his 

attachment to the Government, nor doubted the result of 
the conflict; and necess3.rily acted with his fellow citizens, 

who-after the secession of Virt,rinia-restored her govern­

ment, and advocated the formation of a new State out of 
her territory. 1\11". 

\ 
Dille was elecbd a member of the Con­

stitutional Convention which met in 'Vhealing on the 26th 

of Noyember, 1861, and, with John J. Brown, Esq., repre­

sented the County of Preston therein; was a member of the 

Committee on County Orga.nization, adyo.cated the election 

by the people of three commissioners-3. system of county 
government somewhat similar to the provisions of our 

present Constitution-and was opposed to the plan adoptecl 
by the convention. He was also a member of the Commit­
tee on th'e Judiciary Department, and took an active i.nterest 

in so framing the Constitution that the judiciary of the new 

State would be not only cheap but efficient. The work of 

the convention having been submitted to the people for 
l'atification or rejection, Mr. Dille ad(lressell the people in 

various parts of the State in favor of its ratification, and 

afterwards accompanied many distinguished citizens from all 

sections of the State to Washington, for the purpose of 

securing the passage of a law by Congress for the 

admission of "rest Virginia into the U uion; was elected 

without op position, Judge of the Second Judicial Circuit, 

composed of the counties of Monongalia, Taylor, Tucker 
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and Preston, and re-elected at the close of his first term, 

and continued on the bench until the 1st of January, 1873, a 

period of ten years. 

In the fall of 1864, Judge Dille removed from Kingwood 

tq ~l\:Iorgantown, where he still resides. This change of res­

idence was made with a view to the education of his 

children in th~ schools of that town, then as now, justly 
celebrated as among the very best institutions of learning 

in the country. J ndgs Dille has alw:1ys taken a cleep 

interest in education; ac1vocateLl the incorporation into the 

Constitution of the State the system of Free SchoolR, and 

the liberal advanced system of higher education provided 

for in the ",Vest Virginia University and Normal Schools, 
which, in a score of years, lIa ye become the pride and 

glory of her people. 

Ho\~ faithfully and ably he discharged the responsible 

duties of his judicial office, and his appreciation by the 
members of the bar who practiced in his court, will appear 

by the following resolutions, adopted by the bars of l\Ionon­

galia, Preston ana Taylor counties: 

"At a meeting of members of the Bar of nlonongalia County, 'Yo 
Va., held {~t the Court-house, on Saturclay, December 7, 1872. on 

motion, the Hon. 'V. T. 'Villey was called to the chair. and I... S. 
Hough, ESf{., appointed secretary. J. M. Hagans, Esq.. llloyed 
that the chair appoint a committe to draft resolutions expressiye of 

our regard for the Hon. John A. Dille, about to retire from the 
bench; whereupon John J. Brown, George C. Sturgiss and I... S. 
Hough. Esqs., were appointed, who submitted the following resolu­
tions, which were una'nimously adopted, and the chairman was 
requested to present them to his Honor, and ask that they be 

recorded among the proceedings of the court, viz.: 

"Rcsolvcd, Tha't the members of the fraternity practicing at the 
bar of this court, desiring to give expression to our appreciation of 

the services of the Hon. J. A. Dille, who since the formation of the 
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State of West Virginia has, with so much honor to himself and 
usefulness t.o the public, held the office of Judge of this 

JUdicial Circuit. do tender to him our thanks for his uniform 
kindness, and regret that these pleasant relations, so long existing 

between us, are to be terminated by" this term of the court. 
"Resolvcd, That in our intercourse with each other, we will 

endeavor to profit as well by his example of fraternal kindness and 
courtesy, as by the light shed upon our pathway by his profound 
learning, enlightened opinions and impartial decisions; and express 

the hope that the future of his life lllay be fraught with the like 
SUccess and happiness which have attended the past, and '~ith the 
consciousness of duty well done. 

.. RC8olvcd, That, the se~retary of this meeting furnish a copy of 
these resolutions to the clerk of this conrt, with the request thnt he 

enter them upon its records"and have them published in the county 
papers. \V. T. 'VrLLEY, Chm'n. 

" L. S. HOUGH, Sec'y." 
"At a Circuit Court held in and for the County of Preston, on 

the 23rd day of November, 1872: On motion of Col. Asbury C. 
Baker, the Court permits tlie following to be entered of record. as 
per writing here filed in these words: 

.. 'At a meeting of the members of the bar of the County of 

Preston, at tile Court-house in K~ngwood, on Friday evening, 

November 22, 1872, Gustavus Cresap, Esq., was ca!led to the chair, 
and A. C. Baker, Esq., appointed secretary. It having been ex­
l)lained by the chairman that the official term oC the Hon. John A. 

Dille, Judge of the Third Judicial Circuit will shortly expire, and 
that the last regular term of his Honor's Court for this county is 
now in session, and will be adjourned on to-lllorrow; whereupon, 
the following resolutions were introduced and unanimollsly 
adopted: 

., 'Rellolved, That we sincerely regret that the rela~ions of court 
and bar, which for a number of years have existed between the Hon. 
John A. Dille and ourselyes are about to be severed; also, 

u 'RC80lvcd, That, as a slight testimonial of our regard for his 
lIonor's many noble qualities of mind and of heart, we tender him 

Our sin~erest thanks for the uniform courtesy, judicial wisdom and 
unwavering integrity constantly manifested by him while presid­

ing over the multifarious business of our courts; on Illotion, 
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" 'Re8olved, That the secretary of this meeting be directed to 
present a copy of the foregoing resolutions to his Honor, in court~ 

together with the request that they be entered of record. On 
motion adjourned. 

HI A. C. BAKER, Sec·y.'" 

" At a Circuit Conrt held for the County of Taylor, at the Court­
house thereof, on Thursday, the 19th, day of December, 1872: 

"'VHEREAS, The present term of cour~ will terminate the official 
labors of the Hon. John A. Dille, Judge of the Third Judicial 
Circuit; therefore, 

"Re8olved. That the members of the legal profession practicing 
at the bar of this court desiring to give expression to our appre­
ciation of his services as Judge of this Circuit, do most cordially 
tender to him our thanks for his uniform kindness, patience and 
courtesy in the discharge of his official duties. 

"Rc.cwlvcd, That in the future, as in the past, we will endeavor to 
cultivate friendly relations among ourselves. assured that the 
patience, kindness and courtesy exhibited by his Honor will shed 
brightness in our pathway in Hfe ana make us wiser and better 
men; that, following his hIgh example, we will aim to be just and 
impartial and to do right; trusting that he and we may have a. 
labor and life record which when presented in Heaven's Chancery 
will be found to bE> pure and rigltt. 

"RCBOll'cd, That when Judge Dille shall leave us that he shall 
carry with him assurances of our esteem and our best wishes for 

his success and happiness in l~fe. 
"Re8olvcd, That the Clerk of this Court be requested to enter 

these proceedings in the order-book upon the common law sid,e of 
this Court. 

"Re.'lolt'cd, ,!-,hat the secretary of this meeting furnish a copy of 
these proceedings to the Grafton Sentinel for publication. 

1". S. JOHNSON, Chm'n. 
"J. V. MARTI~, Sec'y." 

Since he left the bench, Judge Dille has devoted himself 
largely to grazing and agriculture. In superintending his 
farms-one in Preston County, known as the Beatty farm, 
near Kingwood, and the other in Monongalia, known as the 
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Coombs farm, near Stewarttown-he takes grea~ delight, 
and calculates, with his economical habits and attention to 
business~ with the small accumulations of a lifetime, he may 
be able to spend his declining years in quiet and enjoy­
ment. Judge Dille, at the close of his judicial term, opened 
a law offi~e in Chancery Row in Morgantown, where now, 
associated with his youngest son, he is still engaged in the 
practice of his profession. ' 

In 1853, Judge Dille was married to his second wife, the 
eldest daughter of the late Thomas Brown, Esq., of King­
wood, who still lives, and hy whom he has two children, 
Clarence B., who is engaged in the practice of law with his 
father, and a daughter-Mary-about sixteen years of age. 

Judge Dille's strong convictions in favor of temperance, 
religion and progress have given him a large influence with 
his friends and ne~ghbors. He has heen for many years a 
member of the Presbyterian Church, and a Ruling Elder of 
that church in Morgantown. The writer of this sketch 
would not conclude what he has to say about his friend, 
'without adding that the most st~ongly developed element in 
Judge Dille's character, is a pruJent conservatism, which 

enables him to avoid extremes on all questions, and which 

gives influence and weight to his ju(lg~ent and opinions, 
and secures the confidence and esteem of his fellow citizens. 

CHARLES S. LEWIS, the successor of J ndge Dille, 'died in 
Clarksburg, ;Harrison County, January 22, 1878, of con­
sumption, aged fifty-six years. He was a member of Con­
gress in 1854:; afterwards was a member of the Legislature 
oi West Virginia; was elected State Superiiltendent of 
Schools; in 1872, he was a candidate for the judgeship of 

the circuit against J ndge Thomas 'V. Harrison, and in the 
contest was awarded the election over his opponent. 
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ARETAS BROOKS FLEMING, the present Judge of'the Ch­

cuit, was born, October 15, 1839, in what is now Marion 
County. His father, Benjamin F. Fleming, married a 

daughter of the Rev. Asa Brooks. Judge Fleming studied 

law at the University of Virginia, und with Judge E. B. 
Hall, and .was admitted to the bar in 1861. He was a 
member of the Legislature of ",Vest Virginia from 1\Iarion 

for two terms. He was appointed judge of the Second 

Judicial Circuit January'30, 1878, by Gov. Mathews, to fill 
the vacancy made by the death of Judge Charles S. Lewis, 
and served from that time till the following general election 

in October, 1878, when he was elected to serve the rest of 
Judge Lewis's term. In October, 1880, he was elected for a 

new and full term of eight years. Judge Fleming is a resi­

dent of Fairmont. 

Among those who were born in Monongalia, and else­
where were elected to the benell, we have account of the 

following: 

J.BIES EVANS, son of Col. John Evans, read law and was 

admitted to the bar of Monongalia, July 11, 1803. He 

removed to Cape Gllerdeau, :Missouri, in 1807, anel, after 

practicing law some time, was elected Judge of a circuit 

COlwt, and served' for many years, resigning upon the death 

of his wife, who was a sister of United States Senator Buck­

ner. He resided awhile on a farm at Louisville, Kentucky, 

and came back to 1\Ionongalia in 1853 or 64:, ,,-here he died, 
March 9, 1870. 

XENOPHON J. PINDALL, born in what is now Grant District, 

it is said, after removing to, and practicing law in, Arkansas, 

was elected and sel·ved as Judge of a judicial district. 

JOSEIlH D. TIXGLE was born in 1\Iorgantown, October 
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30, 1807. He was the son of George R. Tingle, who came 
from Martinsburg to l\Ionongalia, and on September 6, 1775, 
married Sarah l\IcFarland. They removed to Ohio, and 
their son Joseph D. Tingle became a lawyer in Guernsey 
County, and was appointed by Governor Thomas Corwin to 

a judgeship in the common pleas court. 

ALPHEUS E. WILSO~, son of the Hon. A. P. Wilson, was 
born at Rock Forge (in what is now ~Morgan District), Octo­
ber 24, 1828. He married ~Iiss Dawson, of Brownsville, 
Penn., in September, 1856. He read law with J uc1ge 
Nathaniel "\Vilson, of Uniontown, and was admitted to the 
hal' at Uniontown in June, 1850. He was elected in 

October, 1873, President Judge of the 14th District, com­
posed of the counties of Fayette and Gree~e. J ndge 
Wilson's term is now drawing to a close, and he declines to 
he a candidate for re-election. He is highly spoken of for 
the able, just and efficient discharge of his duties upon the 
bench. ' 

FRA...'lCIS TALIAFERRO BROOKE, the first attorney on the 
roll, was born near Fredericksburg, Virginia. At the age 
of sixteen he was a lieutenant of artillery in the Revolu­
tionary War. After the war he read law, and, in 1788, 
settled at l\Iorgantown, _and was appointed prosecuting 
attorney in 1789. About 1790, he returned to Fredericks­
burg; was appointed a circuit judge, and, in 1815, was 
al)pointed one of the judges of the Supreme Court of Vir­

ginia, and held that position until his death, about 1851. 

"\YILLIAM 'MCCLEERY was born in Tyrone County, Ireland, 
about the year 1741, and, about the close of the Revolu­
tionary "Tar, migrated to and settled in the territory now 
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embraced in Washington County, Penn., supposed then to 
be, and claimed by Virginia to be, within her charter. Mter 
the extension of Masons and Dixon's line from the western 
terminus of the Maryland line to the western limits of the 
Pennsylvania charter, and the fOI'mation ,Of Washington 
County in the l~tter State, Col. McCleery held the office of 
Prothonotary of the County of Washington; soon afte~ he 
removed to ~Iorgantown which, in 1783, ,was made the 
county-seat of Monongalia County, and received from the 
Governor of Virginia a Colonel's commission, and uncler the 
orders of Col. John Evans, commandant of the county, was 
distinguished for .vigilance and activity in repelling the 
incursions of the Indians on the Virginia fI'ontier. During 
the adminish'ation of General 1Vashington he held the 
office of Collector of United States direct taxes, and con­
tinued in that service during the Whiskey Insurrection in 
western Pennsylvania, and until the repeal of the United 
States direct tax laws. Col. McCleery received the appoint­
ment, in May, 1790, of Deputy Attorney General by the 
District Court, of the district composed, at that time, of 
the counties of Monongalia, Hamson, Ohio and Randolph, 
to which afterwards the counties of Wood and BrooJre were 
added; and performed with ability and fidelity ths.respon­
sible duties of that office until September, 1797. He was a 
member of the Presbyterian Church in Morgantown and a 
Ruling Elder therein, from 1804 until his death. In 1806, 
the church minutes record, that he and three women con­
stituted all the membCl's of that church residing in Morgan­
town. The earliest records of the church are lost, but in 
tllOse which exist, it is recorded of Col. McCleery, "that he 
was an extraordinary man, being well read in theology and 
quite active in sustaining the means of grace." The 
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'judicial and police records of Monongalia County having 
been destroyed by fire in February, 1796, the trustworthy 
history of the stirring and eventful period prior thereto 
comes down to . us alone through the untrustworthy medium 
of tradition. 

Col. McCleery was twice married. His first wife was 
Isabella Stockton, a young lady of Berkeley County, Va., 
whose-early life-in captivity by the Indians; education in a 
Catholic convent in Canada; separation from her friends in 
Berkeley County until she had grown to womanhood; her 
return afterwards to her home and friends in Virginia; her 
stay with them untilll €r Canadian lover (a handsome young 
Frenchman) came to see her, and got the consent of her 
parents to marry her; the return journey through th~ wil­
derness of the youthful lovers to Canada to be manied 
amid tlle sc€nes of their early courtship, where firi!lt 

" 	Love his golden shafts employed, 
Lighted his constant lamp, 
Reigned and reveled," 

and his assassination on the way near the Susquehanna. 
River by a Virginia I-ivaI, who had stealthily followed them 
-furnish truthful materia~ for the pen of the writer of 1'0­

lllance. In the latter part of Col. McCleery's life (many years 
after the death of his first wife) he malned a widow lady by 

the name of Prentis, the mother of the late Jonathan Pl'entis, 
of Morgantown, and the grandmothel' of General Prentis, 
of Missouri. In his declining years Col. McCleery wrote to 
his nephew, Mathew Gay, a son of his sister Margaret and 
'lyife of John Gay, of Tyrone County, Ireland, to come to 
Morgantown and live with him. His nephew came about 
the year 1800, studied law in his office, and upon the retire­
lllent of his uncle in 1807 from his professional life, suc­
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ceeded him therein. Col. McCleery died on the 9th of 

April, 1821, aged eighty years. 

PHILIP DODDRIDGE, the celebrated lawyer and statesman, 
practiced at the bar of ]\tlonongalia after ceasing to be 
Prosecuting Attorney. His home was at Wellsburg, Brooke 
County. He died at Washington City in November, 1832, 
and his memory has been well preserved In ex-Senator 

W. T. 'Villey's sketch of his life. 

NOAH LI~DSEY~' was said to have been the founder of 
Linsly Institute at 'Vheeling. If the Noah Lindsey who 
was Prosecuting Attorney in 180!, is identicar with the 

Noah Lindsey who founded that school, then he came to 
Morgantown in 1797-98; was a tutor in Yale; studied law 

at Litchfield under Tapping Reeves; and after living at 

Morgantown a "couple of years," removed to 'Vheeling, 
where he died in 1814. Miss J. B. Wilson contributes an 

interesting sketch of Mr. Lindsey to the History of the 

Pan-Handle. 

MATHEW GAy.-Usefulness is the largest factor in a suc­

cessful life. The individual, measured by the highest 
standard, in so far as he lacks this essential element, is com­
parativelya failure. A large majority of men who in many 
respects ~re distinguished and canonized as great, are dis­
tinctiyely so only in a limited and qualified sense; and the 
rightful measure of distinction to which they are entitled­

whether national 01' local-is as justly their o'wn, and should 
be as generously awarded to them by the historian, as it is 
to those by whom a larger field of action is occupied, and 

'with whose illustrious de'eds and useful lives mankind have 
been more strongly and deeply impl·essed. What a man 

H 
•As to the spelllngs or this ne.me, see HIStory or P a.n-Ha.ndle (Wheellng, 1879), P. 2;a. 
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makes of himself, and not what he is made by the aid and 
influence of friends and family, is the most potent and 

prominent thought that arrests the attention and deepens 
the conviction of his fellow men, and influences them­
whether favorabl~ or otherwise-in a just al}d impartial 
opllllon. A calm and unbiased judgment of the life is more 
likely to be rendered when its labors are endeu, and its 

ambitions and rivalries can no longer affect the award. 
There is a large class of useful men in every country who 
hold communities together, who are-to use the Yankee 
phrase,_H solid men," and who, designated by the more 

generally popular and expressive, if not the more elegant 
term, are the backbone of society. These men, with pro­

nounced individuality, patriotism, integrity, and usefulness, 
give tone to society, stability to its morals, ease and dignity 
to its manners, and progress and probity to its business 
affairs. 

Of this class of men was the late ::Mathew Gay, of ~Ior­
gantown, Virginia, who was the eldest son of John and 

~Iargaret Gay, of Tyrone County, Ireland, where he was 
born about the year 1780. His mother's maiuen name was 

McCleery, a sister of Colonel 'Villiam 1\IcCleery. About 
the year 1799, Col. McCleery, who had resided in :Morgan­
town for many years before, and had some year!;) before 
lost his wife, and had no children nor relatives living in the 

United States, wrote to his nephew, Mathew Gay, to come 
to this country and make llis home with him. Mr. Gay, 
then about nineteen years of age, sailed from Londonden'y, 

and, after a long and stormy voyage, landed at Philadelphia 

and came to Morgantown. 
In the meantime, Col. McCleery had fallen a victim to 

the charms of a young widow, who, before his nephew 
22 
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reachec11\1organtown, became his second wife. The nephew 
earnestly set about the work of learning the manners and 
business habits of the people of his new home, and, having 
determined to cast in his lot with them, commenced the 
study of the law in his uncle's office; and, after v, sufficiently 
lengthy residence in the country, on the 12th of June, 1805, 
renouncecl his allegiance to King George III., and became a 
naturalized citizen of the United States. In 1807, having 

obt~ined the legal certificate of r~sic1ence anel good charac­
ter,1\1r. Gay set out on his journey on horseback to Rich­
mond, the Capital of the State, to be examined by three of 
the judges of the General Court of Virginia., On this 
journey he tarried over night at the house of Alexander 
Smith, on the north branch of the Potomac River, and saw, 
for the first time, the little blue-eyed girl, who, just fifteen 
years afterwards, became his wife. Having procured the 
signatures of Judges Archibald Stewart, Henry Hohms, anel 
1Villiam Fleming, 1\'11'. Gay returned to 1\1organtown anel 
entered upon the successful practice of his profession, 
which he prosecuted until a few years before his death-a 
period of nearly half a century. 

His uncle, Col. 1\'1cCleery, who had previously held the 
office of Deputy Attorney-General in the old District Court, 
and afterwards Attorney for the Commonwealth in the 

• I 

County Court of 1\'Ionongalia County, having, in 1811, 
resigned the office, Mr. Gay, near the close of the war 
(June, 1814), was appointed Commonwealth's Attorney in 
the County Court of l\Ionongalia; and so gt'eat was the 
confidence reposed in him, that he was appointed to an(l 
held the office for thirty-three consecutive years (until 1847), 
when he resigned. 

In 1814, at the call of the Governor of Virginia for 801­
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diers to repel the threatened invasion of Virginia by a large 
British military force, which it was supposed would land 

within the Chesapeake Bay, 1\Ir. Gay volunteered in a cav­
alry company raised in l\tlonongalia County, and commanded 
by Captain William N. Jarrett, of l\tlorgantown. The com­

pany was ordered to the defense of Washington City; but 

before it had proceeded on its march very far, was met by 

the news that the National Capital had been burned, and 
the enemy had embarked on board their vessels for the 
South, and that the further services of the company were 
not requirecL 

On the 1st of December, 1814, "The 1\1onongalia Farm­
er's Company of Virginia," a bank of exchange, discount 

and deposit, was organized in l'rlorgantown under a charter 

granted by th~ General 4.ssembly of the State. 1\1r. Gay 
'was chosen among its first Board of l\tlanagers (directors), 

and was annually chosen a member of its Board until it 
ceased to transact business. In 1840, he was appointed 

trustee by its Directors, collected its assets, and, after pay­
ing its liabilities, equitably distributed the residue among 
its stockholders. 

The people of Monongalia County, and indeed of West­

ern Virginia, have always cherished a just pride in the past 
history of Monongalia Academy. The practical record of 

this far-famed institution, is found in the hundreds of thor­

oughly educated men-not only in Westel'n Virginia, but 

in all the adjacent and many of the distant States of the 
Union,-who have been fitted in its classic' halls for the 

highest positions in church and state, and whose honorable, 

useful and successful lives, keep fresh, and will indefinitely 
perpetuate the memory of the men who through so many 

laborious years, without fee or reward, unselfishly deyoted 
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themselves to the cause of education in Northwest Virginia. 

Monongalia Academy lives to-day in the University of 'Vest 

Virginia, for whose use, in 1867, all its valuable real estate, 

library, apparatus, moneys and investments were donated to 

the State of 'Vest Virginia. In 1827, :l\1r. Gay was elected 
President of the Board of Trustees, and was re-elected 

continuously and consecutively until his death in 1857. 

The following record. of his faithful services is found upon 

the minutes of the proceedings of its Board: 

" At a meeting of the Board of Trustees of Monongalia Academy, 
held May 2, 1857, the following resolution, presented <by Edgar C. 
"\Vilson, was unanimously adopted and ordered to be entered in the 

minutes: 
.. Re8olved, That the Board of Trustees now assembled feel 

called upon by the decease of Mathew Gay, Esq., to express the 
high estimation in which he has long been he11 by this Board, over 
which he has presided for the laHtthirty years. "\Ve bear testimony 

to the lllany excellencies of character which have made him for so 
long a time the Presiding Officer of this Board, and our companion 
and wise counsellor in the discharge of the duties devolving 

upon us." 

In 1834, the lvlerchallts and lvlechanics' Bank of Wheel­

ing at :1\:Iorgantown-a branch of the :Merchants and Me­

chanics' Bank of Wheeling, at Wheeling, Virginia-was 

organized. :1\11'. Gay, who, up to 1841, was a Director of 

the bank, in that year, on the death of Thomas P. Ray, its 

first President, was chosen and was thereafter annually 

elected its President until his death, which occurred on the 

17th of March, 1857, and was announced in the Vi1·ginia 
Star of the 21st of that month, as follows: 

"Died, on Tuesday morning, the 17th inst.,.after about a week'S 
illness of pneumonia, Mathew Gay, Esq., President of the Y. & M. 

Branch Bank of this place, aged seventy-eight years. The de­
ceased was one of our oldest citizens, having resided here during 
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the last fifty years. He enjoyed the esteem of his fellow-citizens. 
His remains were fQl10wed to the grave on Thursday afternoon 
last, by a large concourse of friends." 

The lVlteeling Tim,es of the 18th of 1\1arch made the fol­

lowing announcement: 

"We regret to learn of the death of Mathew Gay, Esq., President 
of the M. & M. Bank at Morgantown. The news was received here 
yesterday, with unaffected regret, by a large number of our 

citizens, to most of whom he was well known, and among whom he 
was generally esteemed." 

Having been a member of the 1\Ionongaliil. County bar for 

fifty years, and actively engaged in the practice of the law 

for more t)lan forty years, at the first term of the Circuit 

Court of the county held after his death, the following 

recoTCl was made in its proceedings: 

"At a Circuit Court held in and for Monongalia County, on the 

8th day of April, 1857: Present, the Hon. George 'V. Thompson, 
Judge of mid Court: Edgar C. 'Vilson, Esq., arose and announced 
to the Court that since the last term, Guy R. C. Allen, Esq., and 
:Mathew Gay, Esq., members of this bar, have departed this life; 
and that at a meeting of the surviving members of the profession 
practicing at this bar, held this day, the following resolutions had 
been unanimously adopted." 

Those of these resolutions relating to 1\lr. Gay are as 
follows: 

"'fhat although Mr. Gay had, for many years, retired from the 
bar, yet his long professional career, his rigid integrity, and his 
character as a citjzen in all the relations of life, had commanded 
the public respect and veneration in no ordinary degree. He died 
full of years, honored and respected by all "\vho knew him. 

"That, as an enduring memorial of the det'p feeling of son'ow 
and regret inspired in the bosom of every member of this bar, at 
his death, and of their high regard for his memory, the Court now 
in session be respectfully requested to direct these re~olutions to be 
entered of record among the proceedings of the term. 
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"'Vhereupon the Court said, that from his long acquaintance 
with the deceased. and high regard for his many virtues, he con­
sidered it highly proper that the said proceedings be entered of 
r.ecord, and it is ordered accordingly; and it is further ordered, 
that the Clerk of this Court furnish a copy thereof to the family of 
the deceased, and to the newspapers of this place for pUblication. 

"On motion of Edgar C. Wilson, Esq., and as a further mark of 
respect for the memory of the deceased, it was orde~ed. that the 

Court do now adjorn till to-lllorrow morning at 9 o'clock." 

Four sons of l\ir. Gay-"\Villiam 1\'1., Alexander S., John 
G. and :rtIathew, and a aaughter, Sarah A., are deceased. 

Four daughters survive-Jane V., wife of Andrew]\IcDonald, 

Esq., of Orlando, Florida ; Jennette J., wife of Dr. 1\1. 'V. 
Tate, of Lexington, 1\Essouri; 1\Iargaret P., wife of the Hon. 

,Yilliam G. Brown, of IGngwood, 'V. Va., and l\'Iary E., wife 

of John J. Brown, Esq., of ~Iorgantown, W. Va. 

GUY RICHARD CHAMPLAIN ALLEN was born in' Wood County, 

August 18th, 1803; removed to Preston County, where he 

was appointed Prosecuting Attorney, ~bout 1832, and served 

until 1852 ; was elected to the Legislature in 1828, and re­

elected in 1829. He removed to Morgantown, where he 

practiced law for many years, and was known as a la·wyer of 

ability throughout the State, and was a very prominent man 
in Monongalia County during his life. He died December 
4, 1856. The l\Ionongalia bar adopted resolutions testifying 

to his 'Yorth and ability as a man and a lawyer. 

PHILIP HENRY I{ECK was born March 6, 1820, in Reading, 

Berks County, Penn. His father, John Reck, removed to 

~Ionongalia in 1822, and located about eighteen miles west 

of l\Iorgantown, where he died in 1860. Philip Henry read 

law in :Morgantown, in 1843-4, and was admitted to the bar 

October '28, 1844; was elected Prosecuting Attorney in 
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1856, and has industriously practiced his profession at 1\I?r­

gantown from 1844 until this time without a single interrup­
tion. 

EDWARD C. BUNKER was born in New York City, October 

9, 1830, and came to IGngwood, Preston County, when six 

or seven years of age to live with his uncle, the late Israel 

Baldwin, who was his guardian. He entered 'Vashington 
College in 1844, but was compelled to quit th~ school on 

account of ill health. He studied law, in 1849, with Guy 

R. C. Allen, of 1\Iorgantown, anel was admitted to the bar at 

Kingwood in 1850. He married J\'Iiss Delia, daughter of the 

late Harrison Hagans, of Pre~ton County, and removed to 

1\Iorgantown in 1857, and became associated with the Hon. 

'Vaitman'r. 'Villey in the practice of law. He was Prose­
cuting Attorney for 1\Ionongalia County from 1861 to 1863, 

whel~ he was elected to the State Senate, and 'was a member 

of that bo'dy until appointed to' the judgeship of the 

Eleventh Judicial Circuit" in 1865, when he removed to 

Piedmont, where he died on the 24th of November, 1867. 

He was bluied at Kingwood. A high tribute of respect was 

1)aid him by the bar in his district, "bearing testimQny to 

llis pure, uncolTupt sen~e of justice and right," as being" a 

citizen of tried public and private virtues," and" a fnithfu)., 

upright and efficient judge." Judge Bunker was a Briga­

(lier-General of the :Militia. At the age of seyenteen he 

united with the Methodist Episcopal Church, of which he 

remained an earnest nlember until his death. He was an 

official member of that church at 1\Iorgantown. 

"TILLIA:ll P. 'VILLEY is the eldest son of the Hon. Wait­

lllan T. "Tilley, and was born at the ola homestead, on 

"Chancery Hill," in the suburbs of 1\Iorgantown. After 
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completing his p1'imary education in the schools of the 

county, 1H1'. Willey entered the freshman class of Alleghany 

College in 1858, whe1'e he completed the f1'eshman yeaI', and 
then entered the sophomore class of Dickinson College, and 

was graduated from that institution June 26, 1862. Three 

years after, this college confe1'red upon him the degree of 

lvIaster of Arts, at which time he was chosen to deliver the 

lvIaster's oration of his class. On leaving college, he began 

the study of law in his bther's office, and was admitted to 

the bar at :Morgantown on 1\Iay 12, 1864:. He became 

associated with his father in the practice of his profession, 

the firm name being 'Villey & Son. As his father was then 

in the. United States Senate, and necessarily absent the 

greater part of the time, the most of the business of the 

firm d8volved upon the junio1' member. It is an incident in 

his experience, that the first case he tried happened to be 

the first one ever tried in l\Ionongalia in which negroes 

were admitted as witnesses. He defended a negro upon a 

cluuge of assault and battery made upon a negro, in which 

all the witnesses ,,,ere negroes; and which, by reason of the 

pronounced color in the case, made it a conspicuous tri::tl. 

Two years after his admission to the bar,_ 1\lr. ,Villey was 

elected Prosecuting Attorney for a term of two years. In 

the spring of 1873, seeking largel' opportunities, :Mr. 'Villey 

removed to St. Louis; but just before leaving his native 

county, he married Miss Lida B. Allen, daughter of the late 

Guy R. C. Allen. The climate of St. Louis being unfavora­

ble to :Mr. Willey's health, after a residence of eight months 

there, he 1'emovecl to Baltimore, to whose bar he was 'ad­

mitted in February, 1874. After he had some business on 

his own account, he formed a co-pa1'tnm'ship with Isaac Mc­

Curley, under the firm-name of l\lcCurley & Willey. Here 
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he practiced his profession with quite an average measure 

of success and wi!h much relish, until the fall of 1878, wlJen 

the proprietors of the lVneeling Register (a daily and weekly 
newspaper), offered him the editorship of that paper, which 

he accepted. Reluctant to quit the practice of the law, his 
decision was influenced by the fact that he would once again 
become a citizen of his native State. Mr. Willey continued 

to edit the Register until in August, 1883, when he resigned, 
having been elected in June, by the Board of Regents of 

the Wes~ Virginia University, to the chair of History in 
that institution. 

In politics, Mr. 'Villey has been a Democrat from boy­
hood. Although differing with his father, his family and 

lnORt of his nearest friends, he has done so not captiously, 
but. regretfully, frankly, honestly, and with the ·courage of 

his c·onvictions. 'Vhile pursuing his law studies, he con­

ceived the idea of publishing a county paper, and secul'ing 

a partner in his fellow law student, George C. Sturgiss, they 

together published Tlw .Lllol'gantou.m J.l[onitol' for a year. It 
'Was a Democratic paper,' and in the Republican county of 

Monongalia, during the year 1863, when the civil war was 

at its lleight~ it is needless to say that it encoun~ered very 
intense opposition. Though a Democrat in a county oYer­

'Whelmingly Republican, 1\11'. ,Villey was acconlecl the merit, 

at least, of being honest ill his political convictions; and 

the next year after he was admitted to the hal' the people 

of his native county elected him to the office of Pro~ecuting 
Attorney. Mr. 'Villey made the first Democratic speech 
-addressed the first Democratic meeting-in Monon­

galia County after the war. In 1868, he l'eceivecl the 

nomination for Attorney-General from the first State Con­

vention held by the Democrats after the war. He was a 
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delegate to the Baltimore Convention which nominated 

Horace Greeley, but refused to acquiesce in that action of 

his party; was the one dissenting voice in the convention 

against making the nomination unanimous; denounced it 

throughout the campaign as the greatest political burlesque 

of the age; and raised an O'Connor flag of his own in front 

of the court-house, although there was but one other voter 

in the county who favored his candidate. 

ALFRED GALLATIN STURGISS was born at 1\Ieadville, Penn., 

in 1844. He served in the Federal Army during the war; 

read law with Berkshire & Sturgiss, and was admitted to 

the bar at 1\Iorgantown, 1\lay 13, 1868. He was elected 

Prosecuting Attorney, and served the term of two ypars, 

1868-70. He married J\Iiss Emma A., youngest daughter of 

,Villi am ,Vagner, Esq.; removed to Oakland, Maryland, 

where he is eng~ged in the business of a druggist. 

GEORGE COOKMAN STURGISS is the son of the Rev. A. G. 

Sturgiss, of the 1\Iethodist Episcopal Church, and was born 

at Poland, 1\Iahoning County, Ohio, August 16, 1842. His 

father married Sabra L. 1\Iiner, and their children were 

Joseph ",V., George C. and Alfred G. George C. was named 

for the Rev. George Cookman, a distinguished minister of 

the Gospel who went down on the ill-fated President about 

1841. His father dying in 1845, JUr. Sturgiss, at the age of 

eleven years, with a varnish brush in hand, went through 

parts of Ohio, New York and Pennsylvania, an itinerant 

furniture varnisher. He came to l\Ionongalia, County to 

visit friends in 1859, and attended the Monongalia 

Academy, taught school, and studied law. He was admitted 

to the Monongalia bar on the 11th of l\Iay, 1864, and at 

once entered. upon the practice of his profession. He 
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was one of the editors of TIle .11/organto'Wn J1Ionitor, 

referred to in the sketch of Prof. 'Villiam P. 'Villey. 

On the 22d of S~ptember, 1863, he married Miss 

Sabra J., the second daughter of the late Colonel Ad­

dison S. Vance. 1\1r. Sturgiss was paymaster's clerk in 

1864-5. He served as the first County Superintendent of 

Free Schools of l\'Ionongalia, and was two terms in that 

office, during which he placed the free school system in that 

county on a firm basis. He was a member of the House of 

Delegates of the Legislature of West Virginia in 1870, 71 

and 72. In the last-named year he was elected Prosecuting 

Attorney and served in that office from 1873 to 1880, both 

years inclusive. It was while he was in the discharge of 

the duties of tl~.at office that he was unanimously nominated 

for the office of Governor of the State, by the State Con­

yention of the Republican party. Though defeated, he ran 

ahead of his ticket, and in the canvass made a reputation 

as a man of fine abilities and as a, logical, convincing and 

impressive orator. 

1\lr. Sturgiss still resides at 1\Iorgantown, and with ex­

Judge Berk;hire, his law partner, practices in l\Ionongalia 

and the adjoining counties. No man in l\Ionongalia County 

has ever taken a deeper interest or been more active in the 

work of developing the resources of the county. In the 

last few years Mr. Sturgiss has spent much time in efforts 

to perf~ct arrangements for the building of the proposed 

Iron Valley and Morgantown Railroad. 
lIe is a member of the l\'Iethodist Episcopal Church, and 

an active worker in the Sunday-school. 

'VAITMAN 'VILLEY HOUSTON was born in Union District, 

Monongalia County, l\'Iay 9, 1858. His father, William H. 
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Houston, was a son of William Houston who married Abbie 
Eaker, and came from New Jersey to this county. William 
H. Houston marriea Permelia, daughter of J oL11 Costolo, 
and Waitman 'V. is the eldest of their two living children. 
The manner in which he came by his Christian name is 
peculiar. When a boy, between four and five years of age, 

no permanent name having yet been given him, he was with 
his father at a meeting which was addressed by the Hon. 
Waitman T. 'Villey. He asked the name of the man who 
was speaking. B'eing answered that it was 'Vaitman Willey, 
he replied that that was his name, and went by it from that 
time. 

1\11'. Houston attended the 'Vest Virginia University, read 
law with ]\tIl'. Willey, then completed the University law 
course, and was admitted to the bar April 16, 1880. He 
was appointed Assistant Prosecuting Attorney the same 
day, and at the election in the fall he was elected to the 
office of Prosecuting Attorney for the term of four years. 

He m;uried, December 15, 1881, Saida 1\1., daughter of 
John Long, of Orville, Wayne County, Ohio. 1\11'. Houston 
when a boy was fond of public speaking and of participa­
ting in debates. In his close application to the principles 
and practice of the law, he has shown himself to be of t,hat 
class who are lawyers from choice anc1lo'Ve of their profes­
sion, devoting tflemselves to its intricacies, and enjoying 
with a keen relish intellectual conta~t in the courts, and 
who aspire, by close application to business, attention and 
earnestness, to mark out a course of life in the profession, 

useful to the public and honorable to themselves. 

THOMAS P. RAY.-One of the most prominent citizens of 
1\'Ionongalia County, in his day and generation, was Thomas 
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P. Ray. No history of the county would be complete, 
without a sketch of his life. Indeed, fur many of thQ latter 

years of his life, his history would be, essentially, the history 

of the county, so far as material development, and public 
improve~ents are related to it. The nature and limitation 
of this work, however, will only allow a meager outline. 

:1\11'. Ray was born }lay 14, 1796, in the Isle of Wight. 
Six weeks after his birth, his parents, Patrick and l\tlary Ray, 
sailed frQm England, and, after a tedious voyage, arrived at 
Philadelphia. Thence they came to the vicinity of 'Vells­
burg, Brooke County, where they remained about nine 

years, and then removed down to the town of 'Vheeling. 
Here young Thomas lived with his parents until he was 
about fifteen years old, when he came to }lorgantown, 

Monongalia County, to write in the clerk's office in the 
employ of Nimrod Evans, Clerk of the Court of said county. 
He soon commanded the confidence not only of his 
employer, but also the esteem of the bench and the bar, and 
the people; and by his diligence, industry and capacity, in 
a few years became one of the most expert and best quali­
fied clerks in the State. 

On the death of ~Ir. Evans, Mr. Ray succeeded to the 
place of his principal; an-d after the adoption of the 
amended constitution of 1831-2, erecting Circuit Superior 

Courts of Law and Chancery i~_ each county, Mr. Ray was 
appointed clerk of that court also; and continued to hold 
the office in both the inferior and superior courts" of the 
county until his death. 

Mr. Ray was married on the 22d of June, 1819, to Miss 
Jennett Smith, of Alleghany County, Maryland. Three 
children were the fruit of this marriage-Col. George S. 
Ray, who died many years ago; Volende!' Ray, who is also 
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dead, and Delia Ray, the only surviving child, and who is 

the wife of Col. James Evans. His home in :Morgantown, 
soon became the very seat of hospitality-a hospitality 

most cordial and generous. His house was always open "to 
his friends, and persons from abroad ever received :from 

him those courtesies and kind offices which are so grateful 
to the stranger. 

But his distinguishing trait of character was his public 

spirit; and the distinguishing feature .9:f his history was 
his assiduous, persistent and unselfish efforts to promote 

the public welfare by all available and proper instrumen­
talities. The organization and endowment of the (L ~Ionon­

galia Academy" are noted in the proper place in these 
pages. This institution owed its existence to the personal 
exertions of 1\fr. Ray; and inasmuch as its property ancl 
endowments, by their transfer, became one of the controll­

ing inducements for the erection of the University of West 
Virginia at Morgantown, the people of Monongalia are thus 

indirectly indebted to Mr. Ray for this institution. It was, 

also, through his instrumentality that ~ branch of the olel 
Merchants and Mechanics' Bank of Wheeling was secured 

at Morgantown-of which he was president for many years. 
1\:1r. Ray devoted much of his time in the earlier part of 

his life, in unavailing efforts to secure the improvement of 

the Monongahela River by slackwater navigation, from the 

Pennsylvania line to the junction of the West Fork and 

Tyg~rt's Val}ey livers. He .secnred a survey, but nothing 
further in that direction. 

He was more successful in securing the charter and con­

struction of turnpike roads. It was principally through 

his personal and persistent efforts, that legislative aid was 

~ecurecl to build what was known as the Brandonville and 
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Fishing Creek Turnpike, and the Beverly and Pennsylvania 
Turnpike, and the Ice's Ferry Road. Nor was he satisfied 

with obtaining tl~e means to prosecute these works; but 
gave much of his time and attention to surveying and loca­

ting them, and still further superintending their construction. 

There were no improvements of general interest to the 

county, during t~e mature years of his life, of which he was 

not. the principal factOl'; and to no other citizen, during 

these years, was the County of l\Ionong~lia so largely 

indebted for its material prosperity and development. 

It was supposed tllat his indefatigable labors in such 
efforts, added to the discharge of. his official duties, super­

induced the malady which terminated his active and useful 

life at Baltimore, whither he had gone for medical treat­

ment, in the forty=sixth year of his age, on the 14th of 

October,1841. The following extract from Tlte Democratic 

Re]JuVlican, noticing his death, although it was written, 

doubtless, by the hand of warm p~rsonal friendship, in a 

moment of recent bereavement, contains no statement not 
fully warranted by the whole tenor of his life: 

"Mr. Ray has been long and favorably known as a citizen of our 
town. He was a lllan of strong mind-of great business habits, 
and of unquestioned integrity. As clerk of our County and Supe­
rior Court, it is believed that there was no officer of the kind in the 
State his superior, and few that were his equals. He attended to 
lllore business of a public nature, and without compensation, than 
We have ,ever known attended to by one of our citizens. As the 
active and managing head of several road companies and incorpo­
rations-as Trustee of the Borough-as Treasurer and Trustee of 
the Monongalia Academy-as President of the Bank in Morgan­
town; and in the various offices and appointments with which he 
Was entrusted, he di&played the most untiring industry. judgment, 
and ability. Mr. Ray was truly the triend and assistant of. the 
poor; his heart and purse were ever open to their wants. He con­



352 HISTORY OF MONONGALIA COUNTY. 

tributed liberally to the support of the Gospel, to all charitable and 
benevolent associations, and to the internal improvement of the 
county. Few Illen have departed this life more generally and more 
sincerely lamented within the circle of his acquaintance." 

GEORGE S. RAY, son of Thomas P. Ray, was born Sep­

tember 27th, 1823; was graduated from Jefferson College, 
and read law with Edgar O. ,Vilson, and was admitted to 
the bar September 8, 1845. He was the editor of 'the 
lVestel'n Virginia Standard and of Tlw .J1Ionongalian, in 

1847 and 1849. He was elected Clerk of the Oircuit Court 

in 1852, and died on the 17th of August, 1856-cut clown in 
the very prime of his life. 

AUGUSTUS HAYMoND.-Major William Haymond,* grand­

father of Augustus Haymontl, was of English extraction, 
and came to l\Ionongalia in 1773. His near relatives, Eel..: 

ward and Oalder, came about the same time. :Major Hay­
mond removed to Clarksburg, about 1784, and served as 
County Surveyor from that time until his death in 1821. 
He was twice married: first to Oassandria Clelland, who 

bore him four sons; John, who died in Kanawha County; 

William; Jr.; Thomas, who died near Clarksburg, whose son 
Rufus is a physician, and another son, Luther, cashier of a. 

bank at Clarksburg; and Daniel, who died in Ritchie Oounty. 
Major Haymond next married the widow l\Iary Powers, nee 
Pettyjohn. They had one son, Oyrus, who died near Clarks­
hurg; one of whose sons, William S.: was a representative 
in Oongress, and another, Edward, is a Judge in Indiana. 

• The rollowIng Is a. copy or an army discharge granted to Major Haymond In 1.62: 
lJV Colonel A !lam StPp7le-n, Comman!ler of tile Vlrgi1lia Reaiment: 

These are to certUy that W1lHam Haymond, sergeant In Capt. Byrd's companY, is 
hereby d1scharged according to an act of the AssemblY made for that purpose. Be 
has duly served three years, and has behaved like a good. soldier, and a falthful8ubject. 

Glven under my hand at Fort ~W1S, this 21th day of February, 1.62­
ADAl[ STErBBN, COlonel V. R. 
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Major Haymond had three daughters: 1. Sarah Bond; 2. 
one who was married to M~. Polsley, whose son is Judge 
Daniel H. Polsley; 3. another who was married to a 1\11'. 
Clark. 

The second son, William Haymond, Jr., was born in 1772, 
near Montgomery Court-house, Maryland, and was engaged 
in the btter part of the Indian wars along the 1\Ionongalia. 
frontier. He manied Cynthia Carroll, who was born near 
the Bull Run battlefield, and was a relative of Charles 
Carroll of Carrollton. They had seven sons, of whom but 
three are living (Jonathan H., Augustus and Marcus): 1. 
Thomas S., the eldest, was a member of Congress and the 
father of A. F. Haymond, of Fairmont, who recently 
resigned the judgeship of the Supreme Court of Appeals of 
this State; 2. William Calder, an attorney at law, whose 
s,on Creed is a judge in California; 3. Hn-am, a merchant; 
4. Jonathan H., e~gaged in commerce in Central America.; 
5. Octavius, who died in Marion County; 6. Augustus, tIle 
subject of this sketch; 7. Marcus, now living at Fairmo~t. 
. Augustus, the subject of this sketch, was born at "Pala­

tine Hill," Monongalia (now Marion) County, May 17, 1812; 
in 1835 he came to Morgantown, and engaged in merchan­
dizing until 1856. In that year he was elected a Justice of 
the Peace, and was re-elected in 1860; was electe(l Presi­
dent of the County Court. One of the decisions made by 
him and the two associate Justices was appealed from, and 
,~as reversed by th~r Circuit Court, but on further appeal 
'Was sustained by the Supreme Court. He served as Coro­
ner from December 26, 1842 to 1856. Mr. Haymond was 
elect'ed Clerk of the Circuit Court, and on the day that 
West Virginia became a State, June 20, 1863, went into 
office. He was re-elected i~ '1866 and in 1872, ant} in 1878 

23 
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for another full term of six years. He has been twice. 
married. His first wife was Rebecca Madera, who bore him 
three chilc1rell-William C. Haymond, a druggist at Ravens­
wood, W. Va., and Mrs. Eunice M. Lemley and Mrs. Susan 

1\1. Proctor, who also live at Ravenswood. He next 
nlarriecl Dorcas Thompson, and their children moe, Francis 
T., an attorney at law, and George, a deputy in his father's 
office. Mr. Hay.mond is affable, kind, generous and obliging; 
and some three years ago he was described in a newspaper 
as follows: "In person 1\11'. Haymond is spare and small 
of stature, but of grave and venerable appearance." 

WILLIAM SANFORD COBUN was born 1\1:arch 12, 1838, near 
l\Iasontown, Preston County. He was the son of Samuel 
,Yo Cobun, who married Susan Guseman. They removed 
to Fairfield, Barbour County, and thence, on the death of 
his father, his mother came to IHonongalia, about 1844. In 
a few yeal"S young Sanford became the main support of the 
family. He was industrious, truthful and energetic. He 
clerked, taught school, and attended Monongalia A.cademy, 
uutil1861, when, upon the breaking out of the late war, he 
enlisted in Capt. Frank W. Thompson's Company a~ a 
private. He re-enlisted in 1864, and was promoted to First 
Lieutenant, and was honorably discharged October 6, 1865. 
After the close of the war he served in the West on ,the 
Plains against the Indians, and returned home in June, 
1866. Mr. Cobun l'esumed the work of clerking and 
teaching until 1870, when he was elected R~c.order of the 
count~. In 1872, he wa~ ele,cted C~erk (jf the County 
Court, and was re-elected in 1878 for another term of sif 
years. He marrie(~ Delia Ec~h~rt on the 3d of July,' 1~70. 
He died on the 29th of October, 1882~ of dropsical affection, 
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leaving a family of six small children-four girls and two 
boys. 

Lieutenant Cobun was of a genial and obliging disposi­
tion; energetic and earnest, what he did he did it with his 
might. One intimately acquainted with him "Tote in the 
New Dominion on his death: 

H As a neighbor, kind and obliging; as a friend, true as steel; as 
a soldIer, braye and generous; as an officer, capable and obliging; 
as a citizen, honest and upright, and as a husband and father, 
tender, true and devoted." 

WILLIAM G. PAYNE was a native of Virginia, and prac­
ticed law at 1\'Iorgantown for many years. He was a large 
land-holder and speculator. He went to Preston County, 
where he died, and, it is said, lies buried in an unknown 
grave on Cheat River. 

JOHN K. 1\'IINES was the first lawyer whose professional 
card appeared in a newspaper in Monongalia County. In 
The -'.1Ionollgalia IIerald, in 1821, his card was printed as 
follows: 

"J. K. MINES, I Attorney and Counsellor at Law, I 'ViII practice 
in the Superior and Inferior Courts of Monongalia and Preston; 
also in the Superior Court of Chancery for the Clarksburg District." 

]fr. Mines remained at l\'Iorgantown but a few months. 

CHARLES S. MORGAN was a son of Stephen Morgan, and 
a grandson of the celebrated General Daniel Morgan. He 
was born in what is now Marion County. He married Miss 
Alcinda ]{oss, of Morgantown; he was a member of both 

h~uses of the Virginia Assembly, and was for years the 
Superintendent of the Penitentiary at Richmond. 

J. T.. Fox..ALDEN came from Pittsburgh to Morgantown, 

but di~ ,n~t. re,main; l<?ng.. lteturning to Pitts~urgb, he. after­
ward be~ame the author of a work on criminal pleading. 
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LYCURGUS STEPHEN HOUGH, son of Robert R. and Sarah 

C. Hough, is of English extraction. The Hough family 

was among the oldest settlers of Loudon County, Virginia. 
From this county J.\tIr. Hough came to Morgantown in 1842; 
he studied law in the office of the Hon. Edgar C. Wilson, 

and was admitted to the bar March .2~9, 1844. Mr. Hough 
married J.\tliss Anna Fairchild, daughter of the Rev. Dr. 
Ashbel Fairchild, the noted Presbyterian divine and au­

thor. He was appointed hy Governor Jacob, May 20, 
1863, one of the Regents of the 'Vest Virginia University. 
He served several terms as School Director. From the 
time of his admission to the bar to the presen t, he has 
successfully devoted himself to the practice of his profes­
sion; he is a lover of books and pictures, has a fine library, 
including some rare volumes, and is a gentleman of culti­
vated artistic and literary tastes. 

A..~DREW McDoNALD is a native of 'Vashington County, 
Pennsylvania. He practiced law at Morgantown for 
several years, and for some time as a partner of the Hon. 

William G. Brown, of Preston County; served in the 

Legislature of Virginia; married Jane V., a daughter of 

Mathew Gay, and is now a resident of Orlando, Florida. 

JOSEPH MORELAND, son of John <Moreland, one of the 
first coke operators, was born near Connellsville~ Pennsyl-, 
vania, May 26, 1842. He attended the Monongalia Acad­
~my, and was' graduated from Washington and Jefferson 
College in 1866. He I·ead la~ with Brown t& Hagans at 
l\[organtow~, and ~~s 'admitted to 'the bar February 10" 

1869. He married Mary E., daughter of the late Thomas 
l3rown, of Kingwood, October 26, :i187fi. Mr. Moreland is a 

member of the Board of Regents of' the West Virginia 
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University, and is the Chairman of the Executive Commit­

tee. He is still engaged in the practice of law at Mor­
gantown. 

OLIVER HAGANS DILLE is the eldest son of ex-Judge John 
A. Dille. He was graduated from West Virginia University 

in 1871; read law with his father, and was admitted to the 
bar September 9, 1872, and practiced, in 1873, as a mem­
ber of the law firm of Dille & Son. He resides near 1\10r­

gantown, and is engaged largely in the live-stock business. 

THOMAS H. B. STAGGERS, son of Harvey Staggers, was 
admitted to the b~r March 22, 1878, and soon after removed 

to Fairmont, where he is now engaged in the practice of 
law. 

CLARENCE B. DILLE, son of ex-Judge John A. Dille, was 

graduated from West Virginia University in 1877; read 
law with his father, and was admitted to the bar 1\larch 20, 
1879, and is now practicing as the partner of his father, the 
firm-name being Dille & Son. 

JOHN M. DAVIS was born December 1, 1847; took the 

law course of 'Vest Virginia University in 1881-2; passed 
examination before Judges Haymond, Fleming and Melvin; 

was admitted to the bar July 14, 1880, and is now practicing 
at Morgantown. 

FRANCIS T. HAYl\roND, son of Augustus Haymond, took 

the law course of the West Virginia University in 1881-2; 
passecl examination before J uclges Green, Johnson and 
Snyder; was aclmitted to the bar October 23, 1882, and is 
practicing at 1\lorgantown. 

FRANK Cox, son of Henry IJ. Cox, took the 'V~st VirJinia 
University law course in 1882; passed eXIl.millation before 

Judges Snyder, Johnson and 'Vood; was admitted to the 

bar June 18, 1883, and has located at Morgantown. 



CHAPTER XX. 


EDUCATIONAL mSTORY. 


Early Schools and School-houses-How Furnished-Methods of 
Teaching-The SUbscription Schools-The Free Schools-List 
of Officers-Institutes-Statistics-Wade's Graduating System 
-Morgan's Outline Course of Study-Monongalia Academy­
Morgantown Female Collegiate Institute-'Voodburn Female 
Seminary-Morgantown Female Seminary-'Vest Virginia. 

University. 

"We must educate! We must educate! or we must perish by our own prosperIty." 
-LUnI,ctn Beecher. 

THE school-master was in Monongalia before the year 1780, 
and schools were taught for eleven years before the Indians 

finally departed from the county; but now not even the 

names of those old masters can be obtained, and the de­

scription of their school-houses only has come down to us. 

The frontier school-house was beneath the trees, or inside 

the stockade fort, or in the cabin of a settler close to the 

fort, improvised into a school-room for- a few hours each 

day. Its successor was the backwoods school-house, in 

which, besides schools, were held the religious and the 
general meetings of the neighborhood. This early school­

house was, generally, a single story, round log cabin, 

built much after the fashion of the early dwelling-houses, 

as described in chapter eight. There were the huge stone 

chimney and ample fire-place; the aperture filled with a 

few panes of glass or covered with greased paper, to admit 

light; the puncheon floor and door, and the wood latch 

and leather string with which to I"aise it. 

The furniture of these early houses was as rude as the 
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building itself. The seats ~vere made of split logs, with the 
broad surface, hewn smooth, turned up. Into auger holes 
bored tlll'ollgh these pieces, wood pins were inserted for 

legs. They had no back, and generally the seats were 'so 

high that the feet of the largest pupils only could I'each 
the floor; and the most of the children were compelled to 

sit perched upon these benches in a most unpleasant 
position. The writing desk was a long slab, fastened on 

pins driven into auger holes in the logs of the sides of the 

house, and slanting downward from the wall. In later 
years, when there were more saw-mills, these desks were 

made of boards, and were hinged to the wall so as to be let 

down against it, and thus give more room, when not in usc. 

The "master,'.' as the teacher was then called, was, llSU­

ally, a grim and stern pen~onage, presiding with absolutA 

authority, and ruling by fear and not by love. He al­

ways had on hand a supply of rods, and punishment by 
their use was very frequently inflicted. 

The books were f~w. The United States Spelling-book, 
the New Testament, the English Reader, and an arithmetic, 

were the earlier books used. 

The schools were not regulated by law then. A subscrip­
tion-paper, stating the price of tuition per scholar for the 

term or "quarter," was circulated, and each person affixed 
to his name the number of scholars he would send. If a 

sufficient number was obtained, the school would commence. 

Teachers were often paid in produce, and they "boarded 

'round" among th~ parents of the scholars. The boarding 

of the teacher was exclusive of the price of tuition, and he 

was supposed to stay at the house of each patron such 

number of days as the number of scholars" signed" by him 

bore to the whole number of scholars. 
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The course of instruction was limited to the few pri~ 

nlary branches of spelling, reading, writing and arithmetic, 
the last three constituting the three R's-" Reading, 'Biting 
and 'Rithmetic." And the qualifications of the masters to 
teach even these properly were generally wanting, though 
there were a few good teachers in these first schools. Only 
the simpler parts of arithmetic were taught; and the math­
ematical ambition of most pupils was satisfied when they 
could" cipher" to the end of the "Single Rule of Three," 
called Proportion in modern al'ithmetics, and which in the 
old arithmetics came before Fractions. A knowledge of 
computing interest, which some pm'ents thought their sons 
might have occasion to practice, was someti~es taught. 

Goose-quill pens were the only ones used, and the ink 
was made by the scholars or their parents from maple bark. 

,\Vriting was not usually requhed to be done at any fixed 
11our, nor by all at the same time. 1\1any teachers even could 
not make a good goose-quill pen. These, at best, required 
frequent mending. To make and mend the pens, rule the 

writing paper, and" set copies" for ten or twenty pupils, 
took no small portion of a teacher's time, and was often 

done during spelling, I'eading and other exercises, in which 
the worst mistakes of the pupils reciting escaped the ob­
servation and correction of the teacher. To avoid this, 
some teachers made and mended pens and "set copies" 
before and after school hours. The metallic pen and 

printed copy-book are valuable improvements of a com­
paratively late day. 

Nor lmd the black-board yet come into use. Neither 

W€l'e scholars taught arithmetic in classes. Each got the 
assistance of the master as· he could. Voices were / hear(l 
from different parts of the room: "Master, I can't do this 
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~um;" ,or, "Please, master, show me how to do this sum j" 
and often the sum was solved by the teacher while a spell­
ing or reading class was reciting. Asking permission to 
cc go out," or to "go and get a drink," were" always in 
order;" the teacher going about the room to "help" the 
scholars, or to do their work for them; and scl~olars run­
ning to him to get hard words pronounced; the buzz of the 
scholars learning their lessons-all these, and othe1' things 
that might be mentioned, kept up a continual confusion. 
Wood, of course, was the fuel; and the noon hour, or part 
of it, was often spent by teacher and pupils, in cutting it. 

These first school-houses possessed the' advantage of 
good ventilation, being generally very open and admitting 
a great deal of, fresh air. In winter often it was impossible 
to keep them comfortably warm, and scholars would take 
turns i~ occupying the benches next to the fire. The ink 
froze during the night, and was thawed in the morning by 
setting the bottles on the hearth before the great wood 

fire; and later, on and under the stove. 
The school history, for the purposes of this chapter, will 

be divided into three periods: the Pi~neer schools, the 
Subscription schools, and the Free schools. What has 
been said will suffice for the first period; some of it will 

apply to the Subscription schools also. 

SUBSCRIPTION SCHOOLS. 

As the country settled up, improvements were made in the 
llOuses and in the methods of teaching. On the 10th of Feb­
ruary, 1810, an act was passed by the General Assembly crea­
ting the" Literary Fund." It was provided that all escheats, 
confiscations, fines, penalties, and forfeitures, and all rights 
in personal property, accruing to the Commonwealth, as der­
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elict, and having no rightful proprietor, shall be appropri­
ated to the encouragement of learning; and the Auditor 
was directed to open an account, to be designated the 
"Literary Fund." On February 21, 1818, an act was 
passed for the annual appointment, by the court of every 
county, of commissioners of schools. Each county was 

to receive such proportion of $45,000 as its free white pop­
ulation miglit bear to the whole free white population of 
tIle State, for tlle education of poor children. This money 
was appropriated from the Literary Fund. This was the 
first provision made for the education of poor children, 
and was the inauguration of what was known as the" poor" 
or "primary" school system, attached to the subscription 
system, .and which existed until 1864, when it was suc­
ceeded by the present Free school system. 

The act of 1818 provided for the appointment of school 
commissioners by the county courts each year at their Oc­
tober sessions. The county court of Monongalia on October 

25, 1819~ appointed John Henthorne, Thomas Wilson, Wil­

liam Haymond, Nathan Hall, 'Villiam Willey, David Mus­
grave, BoM.: Burrows, Joseph Harrison and Samuel Minor, 
School Commissioners. The Board of Commissioners re­
ceived the quota of the county u'om the Literary Fund 
each year, and used it as far as it would go in paying the 

tuition of indigent children whom they selected and sent 
to the s\\bscription schools taught in the county. 

In 1842, the county court appointed as the Board Thomas 
~Iel'edith, John Watts and 'Villiarn Robinson, Commission­
ers on the "East Side" of the Monongahela River, an(I 

William Price, Aaron Barker and Morgan L. Boyers on the 

" West Side." This' division of the East and West side 

was kept up as long as the system continued. 
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Under the act of March 5, 1846, amending the "Primary 
School System," the county court of Monongalia, October 
25, 1846, divided the county into twenty-seven districts, 
and appointed a school commissioner for each, as follows: 

Eastern District (east side of the Monongahela)-No. 1. Seth 
Stafford; 2. Reuben Sensebaugh; 3. 'Villiam John; 4. James 
Evans; 5. Rev. Peter T. Laishley; 6. E. C. 'Vilson; 7. John Han­
way; 8. Asby Pool; 9. Rawley Holland; 10. Leven Howell; 12. 
Elijah Tarleton; 13. Thomas Meredith; 14. Thomas Tarleton. 

TVc8tcrn Db~trict (west side of the Monongahela)-No. 1. John H. 
Bowlby; 2. M. I.J. Boyers; 3. Gideon Barb; 4. Caleb S. Price; 5. 
John Stewart; 6. Michael Core; 7. William Price; 8. William 

Lantz; 9. Alex 'Vade; 10. James 'Vhite; 11. 'Villiam Cotton,Jr.; 
12. Enos Haught; 13. George Wilson. 

The last board appointed (October 29, 1862) was as follows: 

EalJt Side-No. 1. John Bowers; 2. Thomas M. Jarrett; 3. Jacob 
Miller; 4. John Mills; 5. 'Vi1liam Anderson; 6. A. S. Vance; 7. 
Charles 'Vatts; 8. Robert Mayfield; 9. Caleb Beall; 10. Moses 
Steel; 11. Isaac Reed; 12. 'Villiam Holland; 13. Henry Watson; 
14. Thomas Tarleton. 

lVcsl SIde-No.1. 'Vaitman Davis; 2. l\I. L. Boyers; 3. Peter 
F<;>gle ; 4. John N. 'Vaters; 5. Dudley' E. Miller; 6. Michael Core; 
7. 'Villiam Price; 8. David Lemley; 9. R. S. Thomas; 10. Alex. 

'Vade; 11. James G. 'Vhite; 12. Milton'Vilson. 

The rate of tuition, in 1859, was by the day; three and 
one-fourth to three and one-half cents per day was about 
the general average. 

The Assembly of 1845-6 provided for the appointment, 
annually, by the Board of School Commissioners in each 
county, of a Superintendent of Schools, among whose duties 
Was that of receiving the county's quota from the Literary 
Fund and paying it out for the teaching of indigent scholars 
upon the orders of the Commissioners. Each teacher in­

strnctingindigent children made out his report of the same, 



364 HISTORY OF MONONGALIA COUNTY. 

and had it certified by the Commissioner employing him, and 
delivered it to the Superintendent, and received his pay. 
~ohnWatts, it is said, was the first Superintendent. Waitman 
T. Willey was appointed by the Boal'd, and filed his bond 
November 27, 1848. He was appointed annually thereafter 
until 1862, when, on the 29th of October, J. Marshall Ha­
gans was appointed, and served until the Free School sys­

tem of West Virginia was created. 
In the" poor system," supported from the Literary Fund, 

we see an advance by Virginia towards a free school system. 
Another step forward was an act passed- by the Assembly 
of 1845-6, providing for an optional system of free schools, 
which might be adopted by the "council of any city or 
town having a corporation court," or by the voters of any 
county at a special election held for the purpose. ~f_onon­

galia County, however, never voted upon the system, 
although a free school system similar to tIle present one 
~was agitated as early as 1850. In that year, tlle Rev. P. 
T. Laishley, in his card as a candidate for a seat in the 
Convention to amend the Constitution, said: "I am in 
favor of having an item embraced in the Constitution, 
establishing a general system of education, so that in our 
pl'imary schools the children of the rich and the poor Dlay 
meet on an equality, extending to all the opportunity vf 
acquiring knowledge." In the period embraced between the 
years 1856 and 1861, A. L. Wade lectured and WI'ote in 
favor of a free school .system; and Albert G. Davis, in 
1857-9, made speeches in favor of noee schools. 

THE FREE SCHOOLS. 

The patriotic men who, in the troublous times of sixty 
and sixty-one, l'efusing to follow the S,tate in secession, 
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stood steadfast by the Union, and who were driven by the 
stern logic of events to advocate the formation of a new 
State, and who were chosen by their fellow-citizens to 
frame a Constitution for it, bad seen tbe beneficial work­
ings of a unifol'm system of free schools in the adjoining 
States of Pennsylvania and Ohio, as well as in other 
States of the Union. Foreseeing the antagonisms that such 
a system would encounter, and knowing the difficulties that 
would attend the introduction of such an innovation, they 
placed the system beyond the reach of the passions and 
prejudices and discontentments of the hour-they put into 
the first Constitution of West Virginia this injunction: . 

.. The Legislature shall provide, as soon as practicable, for the 
establishment of a thorough and efficient system of free schools. 
They shall provide for the support of such s'chools by appropriating 
thereto the interest of the invested school fund, the net proceeds 
of all forfeitures; confiscations and fines accruing to this State 
under the laws thereof; and by general taxation on persons and 
property, or otherwise. They shaH also provide for raising, in 
each township [now district], by the authority of the people 
thereof, such a proportion of the amount required for the support 
of free schools therein as shall be prescribed by general laws." 

The first Legislature of West Virginia, on 'the 20th of 
December, 1863, obeying the command of the organic law 
above quoted, in both its letter and spirit, passed a long 
act establishing the free school system. The voters of each 
township were to elect a Board of Education consisting of 
t~ree commissioners, and the voters of the county, at the 
same time, were to elect a County Supe~intendent of Free 
Schools. The duties of the Board of Education combined 

o 

those which ~re no~ performed by the, Boards and the. 
Trustees; they had" the control and management of the. 
school property of the township; were to °Wte the anuual 
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enumeration of youth be\ween the ages of 6 and 21 years; 
divide the township into sub-districts; cause a sufficient 
number ot schools to be taught to .accommodate all of the 
proper age in the township; direct whn.t books should be 
used; buy lots and erect, buy or rent school-houses, and 
supply them with fuel, etc.; appoint the teachers and fix 
their wages; visit the schools, etc.' The County Superin­
tendent, among other things, was" to examine all candi­
dates for the profession of teacher," and to those competent 
grant certificates; to visit the schools" at least three times 
during every term of six months;" to "encourage the for­
mation of county associations of teachers," and teachers' 
institutes; to "use all proper means to create and foster 
among the people an interest in free schools, and for this 
purpose, shall, as fp,r as practicable, take advantage of such 
public occasions as may present themselves, as the dedica­
tion of school-houses, public examinations, &c., to impress 
upon the people the importance of public education, and 
the duty ,of sustaining the system of free schools as es­
tablished by law;" and" to secure, as far as practicable, 
uniformity in the text-books used in the schools throughout 

tHe coun~~·." He was to receive an annual salary of U'ODl 

one hundred to five hundred dollars, to be fixed by the 

b.q~rd of supervisors of the county. 

The State Superintendent was elected by joint ballot of 
the Legislature, for a term of two years. The first election 
occurred on' February 16, 1864,' when the Rev. W. R. 
White ,was chosen. 

Th~ first.elec.t~on' of sc)1001 officers occurred on the fqurth 
~~~day 'in' April, 1864, in p"Jlrsuance of an act, pass~d by 

~ ~ 1 \ t - • ~ ~ 

tJ1e L~gisl~~ur~ of that,ye~r. 
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In 1865, hqnorably discharged Union soldiers were, ad­

mitted to ~he privileges of free schools; and, in 1867, it 
was provided that other persons over 21 years of age might 
be admitted upon payment of tuition fees. In 1865, the 
provision ,requiring the County Superintendent to visit 
each school three times during each term, was repealed, 
and he was required to visit them at least once. 

The township levies, which were laid at the annual town­
ship meetings until the Code of 1868, and after that by the 

Board of Education, Wel'e limited in 1865, to the maximum 

of 25 cents on each one hundred dollars' valuation for the 

building fund, and to 20 cents for the teachers' fund. In 
1866, the maximum levy for building fund was fixed at 7 
mills on the dollar; and for teachm's' fund at not less than 
two nor more than five mills. The maximum, the next 

year, was fi+ed at 50 cents on each one hundred dollars' 
valuation for each fund, and the moneys of the two funds 
were required to be kept separate. 

It was enacted in 1865, that the State Superintendent 
"may prescribe a series of class books to be used" in the 

sch,ools of the State. A uniform series does n~t appear to 

have been prescribed by la1V until- the Code of sixty-eight. 
The Legislature of. 1866 amended and }'e-enacted the 

entire school law. In that year for the, first time were 

T!Us~ees pr?yided for. Before this, the Co~missioners 
performed the duties ~hi~h now belong to tJiem and t4e, 

Trustees~ In t4is ye,ar it was enacte~!.1tllat the Boo.r<1: of 

E~ucation '. shoul~ aPV9.int t~ee tr~t~es in eo..ch sub-di,s­
trict.. It I Was al~o provi~e4 th~.t. the trustee~, aft~.r the fi!s,t_ 

ap:~oi~tD!e~t, ,shoul4 be; elect~d by. th.e Yote,rs of e~9h s~bi. 
t¥~t.rict; p~tt ~.~ ,~he, :q~~~ ;L~gi~~tpre,. t~is provi~i~D., :w~, 
l'p,pe,aled., Trustees. were elp.po~er~.4. tq. hir~ te~chel?l, an(l 
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fix their wages, and required to ,perform certain other 
specified duties, such as visiting the schools in their sub­
district, etc. 

In 1866, we find for the first time the provision that any 
township failing to make the annual school levy, should 
forfeit its proportion of the State fund; but it was also 
provided that the voters of any sub-district in such town­
ship might make the levy on themselves, and thereby 
receive their proportion of the State fund. This latter 
provision did not long remain law. 

Up to the year 1867 the law had provided that schools 
should be kept open six months in each year. The fixing 
of the maximum levy, however, which might be laid for the 
purpose, was a virtual repeal of this provision, at least in 
\most of the townships. In the said year, it was enacted 
that the schools should be kept open at least four months, 
and that no township which failed to lay a school levy in 
any year, should receive any part of the ~~ate' fund in such 
year. 

In the acts of 1867 appears for the first time the pro­
vision requiring the Boards of Education to elect one of 

their number President. The Code of 1868 provided that 
each Board should elect a Secretary; previous to this the 
Township Clerk ,,"as the Secretary of the 'Board. 
. The Free School System was retained in the Constitution 
of 1872, which enjoined upon the Legislature to "provide, 
by general law, for a thorough and efficient system of free 
schools." The first Legislature which assembled after the 
ratification of this Constitution, provided fo; the election of 
a Board of Education in e~ch district (f~rmerly township),: 
composed of the President and two Commissioners, and' 
the election'of one Trustee for each sub:.district, at a poUr 
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held herein. The Board determined the numb~r of months 
of school to be taught, the number of teachers to be 
employed, and fixed their wages according to the grades of 
certificate. . At the same election the voters of each dis­
trict voted on the question of authorizing the Board to lay 
the district levy. 

Heretofore the County Superintendent examined "can­
didates for the profession of teacher," and granted them 
certificates; but the Acts of 1872-3 provided that he should 
be assisted by two Examiners, appointed by the Presidents 
of the Boards of Education in the county. The County 
Superintendent, who was President ex officio, and the two 
Examiners constituted the Board of Examiners for the 
county. This Board examined the candidates and awarded 
certificates to them. 

The maximum levy for the building fund was fixed at 40 
cents, and that for the teachers' fund at 50 cents. 

Schools were not to be kept open longer than four months, 
unless authorized by a vote of the district. 

The plan of holding elections in each sub-district, and of 
electing Trustees, did not work satisfactorily; and, in 1877, 
the law was amended in that particular, and provided for the 
appointment of thl'ee Trustees for each sub-district, by the 
Board of Educati<;m, and the holding of elections at the 
usual places of voting in the district only. 

The Legislature of 1879 made radical changes in the 
law. It reduced the annual pay of the County Superin­
tendent to a maximum of $125; repealecl the provision 
requiring him to visit the schools, and mad e this officer 
little mOl'e than a mere clerk. It enacted that the district 
Board of Education should consist of a President and four 
Commissioners, who should appoint a trustee for each sub­

24 
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district. The Board, however, not only fixed the wages of 

the teachers, but also selected a teacher for each school in 

the district. This method proving unsatisfactory, the 

Legislature of 1881, in amending and re-enacting the 

entire school law, again provided for a 130ard consisting of 

a President and two commissioners, who appointed three 

Trustees for each sub-district, and fixed the wa,ges of the 

teachers. The Trustees appoint the teachers. It restored 

the office of County Superintendent to its former sphere, 

required him to visit the schools, and provided that his 

annual pay should be not less than $150 nor more than 

$300. In 1882, it was provided that the two assistant ex­

aminers should be appointed by the Pl'esidents of the 

Boards of Education from the persons nominated to them 

by the County Superintendent. 

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 

Elected. Naml'. 

1864. April 28-Rev. H. 'V. Biggs. 

1864, September 22-"'George C. Sturgiss. 

1866, May 24-George C. Sturgiss. 

1867, October 24-Henry J.1. Cox. 

1869, October 28-Henry L. Cox. 

1871, -Henry L. Cox. 

1873, August 8-tRev. J. L. Simps0!l. 

1873, -Henry L. Cox. 

1875, August 13-Alexander J.1. Wade. 

1877, August 7-Alexander L. 'Vade. 

1879, August 17-Bruce L. Keenan. 

1881, May 17-Benjamin S. Morgan. 

1883, Yay 15-Benjamin S. Morgan. 


• The Rev. Mr. Biggs was elected the llrst County Supertntendent at t.h8 tlrst 
election held In the State ot West Virginia tor School omcers. But he removed rrom 
the county, and never seryed. Mr. Sturgtss was appoInted by the Board' of super­
Tlsors to the vacant omce. 

t lIr. Simpson did not serve, and lIr. Cox was apPoInted to the omce. 
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VOTES FOR COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. 
1864-H. W. Biggs, 601 ; David Wiedman 307; Rev. P. T. Laish­

ley, 140. 

1866-George C. Sturgiss, 1402; Prof. O. W. Miller, 381.\ 
1867-Henry L. Cox, 1023; Albert G. Davis, 396. 
1869-In this year Mr. Cox was re-elected without opposition. 
1871-Henry L. Cox, 1187; L. S. Brock, 735. 
1873-In this election a poll' was held at each school-house in the 

county, and no record has been preserved. 
1875-Alexander L. 'Vade was elected without opposition. 
1877-Alexander L. Wade, 1669; ·no opposition. 
1879-Bruce L. Keenan, 663; Alexander L. 'Vade,646. (Of this 

election, The Post said that Mr. 'Vade left the impression that he 
did not want the office, and refused to do anything to promote his 
interests.) 

1881-Benjamin S. Morgan, 1032; T. 1. ]\feRa, 823. 
1883-Benjamin S. Morgan, 1436 ; no opposition. 

HENRY L. Cox* is the son of }Ioses Cox, and was born 
near Morgantown; was educated at the Monongalia Acad­
emy and Waynesburg (Pa.) College. He served eight years 
as County Superintendent, and as such officer was labor­
ious, energetic, earnest and efficient. He was principal of 
the l\Iorgantown Graded School for six years. In his re­
port for 1876, County Superintendent 1\rade says: "Prof. 

R. L. Cox has been principal ?£ this [Morgantown Graded] 
school for four years past, and under his supervision it has 
been increasing in thoroughness, until I feel quite sure 
that no more thorough work is done in any school of like 
character in this State." Mr. Cox was elected a minnbet· of 

the House of Delegates in 1880, and re-elected in 1882, and 
served in the Legislatures of Eighty-one, Eighty-two an~l 

Eighty-~hree. 
ALEXANDER L. WADE, eldest son of George and Anna 

w:ade, was hom neal' Rushville, In,diana, February 1, 1832. 
-For biographical Sketch or George c. Sturgtss, see page 346. 
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His father and mother were natives of Virginia, the former 
of Monongalia County, and the latter of Washington 
County. In 1839, the family moved from Indiana to Mon­
ongalia County, where, in 1846, the father died, leaving 
the family no fortune save the force of a Christian example. 

Alexander, being the eldest of five children, and at the time 
of his father's death but fourteen years of age, undertook 
to aiu his mother in maintaining the family, a work which 
he continued till after he reaclIed his majority. He had 
early imbibec1 a love for reading and an earnest desire to be 
a scholar. But schools were inferior and books were scarce, 
ana his t~me was divided between labor and study, while 
his earnings went to buy bread for the family and books 
for the library. 

In 1848, being but sixteen years of age, he began teach­
ing school. The two succeeding years he worked in sum­
mer and taught in winter. From that time till the begin­
ning of the war, in 1861, he made teaching his vocation. 
During all these years he was an earnest student, master­
ing, one by one, without an instructor, most of the English 

branches. 
In 1852, he made a public profession of religion and 

unit,ad with the Methodist Episcopal Church. He received 
license as a local preacher, in 1860; was constituted a dea­
con, by Bishop Clark, in 1866, and was ordained an elder, 

in 1874, by Bishop Scott. 
He married, in 1854, Hettie Sanders, daughter of John 

and Elizabeth Sanders, of Monongalia County. They have 
six childl'en--three sons and three daughters, named, in the 
order of their ages, Clark C., Spencer S., Mal'Y E., Anno. B., 

Charles A. and Hettie L. 
In 1861, he was elected Clerk of the County Court of Mon­
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ongalia County; and, in 1863, when the new State of West 
Virginia was formed and the County Court was abolished, 
he wa.s elected County Recorder, which office he held, by 
election, four successive terms of two years each. Upon 
his retirement from the Recorder's office, in January, 1871, 
he was elected Clerk of the county Board of Supervisors; 
and, in the summer of the same year, he became principal 
of the public schools of Morgantown. Though his official 
duties had been fairly remunerative, and though he had 
been buying and selling real estate with a good degree of 
Success, he had not felt satisfied since he left the school­
room. His duties as principal of the public schools were 

to him so much more enjoyable than the recording of deeds, 
the searching of records, and the buying and selling of real 
estate, that he determined to devote himself entirely to the 
educational work. 

In the autumn of 1873, in order to widen his work as an 
educator, he engaged with Superintendent Cox, to visit the 

schools of l\Ionongalia County. This work he continued 
through the Superintendent's term of two years. In 1875, 

he was elected Superintendent of Monongalia County, to 

which office he was re-elected in 1877. 
He had long entertained the belief that there is entirely 

too much waste in country school work; and, while County 
Supel'intendent, he saw tllis fact in a still clearer light. He 
saw that average students in academies and colleges com­
plete more branches in a single year, than average, pupils 
in country schools complete in tIle entire school period. 
After much careful study he became satisfied that the chief 
cause of difference is found in the fact, that in all higher 
schools there is a definite work to do, a definite time in 
which it ought to be done, and a test as to whether it is 
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well done; while in country schools no such provisions 
exist. He, therefore, determined to introduce into the 
country schools of his connty, a system of graduation, sim­
ilar to that of academies and colleges. 

In the autumn of 1874, he began to organize graduating 
classes in the country schools of his county; but the first 
classes graduated and the first common school diplomas 
were granted in the spring of 1876,-the centennial of 
American Independence. The first common school cata­
logue was published in the autumn of the same year, 
and alumni associations were formed the following year. 
So wide-spread was the progress of the new plan, that 
General Eaton, Chief of the National Bureau of Education 
at Washington, in his annual report for 1878, says: 

"Of all the plans developed none has excited more attention 
than that known as the' Graduating System for Country Schools.' 
devised by A. L. 'Vade, County Superintendent of Monongalia, W. 
Va. . . . It has been reviewed by all the educational journals and 
has excited the attention of the principal State Superintendents of 
the Country." 

In July, 1879, by invitation, he read a paper on this sub­
ject before the National Educational Association at Phila­
delphia, The Association, after thoroughly discussing the 
subject, adopted the following resolution: 

"Re8olved, That the attention of State Superintendents of Public 
Instruction throughout the United States be called to the propriety 
of adopting a Graduating System for Country Schools." 

Since th~ passage of the foregoing resolution, several States 
have adopted the system entire, others are testing it in 
single counties, and the plan bids fair to become universal. 

Upon his retirement from the' Superintendency, in 1879, 
he entered upon the work of Wl'iting a book, entitled "A 

Graduating System for Country Schools," which he com­
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pleted in 1881. This book is published in Boston, but is 

sold also by leading houses in several of the larger cities. 

Wishing to test new educational methods under circum­

stances presumably the least favorable, he asked, in 1880, to 

be appointed principal of the Morgantown colored scho.ol. 

His experiments proved not only the value of llis methods, 

but the capabilities of ~he colored people. 

Though actively engaged, a part of his time, in primary 
teaching, his, chief employment since 1881 has-been that of 

an Institute Instructor and Educational Lecturer. In this 

field he has been intimately associated with su'ch men as 

State Superintendent Smart, of Indiana; State Commis­

sioner BUl'ns, of Ohio; State Superintendent Butcher, of 

",Vest Virginia; State Superiutendertt Northrop, of Con­

necticut; State Superintendent Apgar, of New Jersey; 

State Superintendent Newell, of Maryland; City Superin­

tendent Peaslee, of Cincinnati; and Professor DeGraff, 

author of "School Room Guide." 

Possessing, in a fair degree, the ability to make money, 

he turned away from business, in the prime of life, in order 

that he might devote himself to the improvement of 

primary schools. Few men of his attainments, have 

devoted themselves so entirely to this work. 

Though his chief calling is that of an educator, he has 

not confined himself entirely to school work. The Church, 

the Sunday-school, the Bible cause, and the Temperance 

moYement, have each received a due portion of his time 

and attention. He served, for several years, as agent and 
distributor of the American Bible Society, and as a mem­

~er of the West Virginia State Temperance Executive Com­
mittee. 
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He long since chose as his life-motto, and as his favorite 
verse in the English language,­

" I Uve {or those who love me, 
Whose bearts are kind and true, 

For the heaven that smlles above me, 
And awaits my spirit too; 

For all human ties that bind me, 
For the task my God assigned me, 
For the bright bopes left behind me, 

And the good that I can do." 

He is ardently attached to teachers, and is proud of the 
teacher's calling. In an address to the teachers of his 
county, he once said, -" I love teachers better than I love 
men -and women of any other calling 01' profession; and I 
want these teachers, when I die, to bear me to my last rest ­

ing-place and inscribe upon my tomb-stone, ' A. L. Wade, 
Teacher, and Author of A Graduating System for Country 
Schools.' " 

BRUCE L. KEENAN was born near Bowlby's Mills, Cass 
District, Monongalia County; graduated at West Virginia 
University, in 1880; was County Superintendent in 1879-81; 
was principal of the Piedmont (W. Va.) schools 1881-3. 

BENJAMIN S. MORGAN was graduated from West Virginia 
University in 1878; took the law course of that school in 
1881-2; was elected County Superintendent in 1881, and 

was re-elected, without opposition, in 1883. He was li­
censed to practice law by Judges Haymond, Johnson and 
Snyder, and was admitted to the bar at Morgantown, Octo­
ber 18, 1882, and has located o.t Morgantown for the prac­
.tice of his profession. ~Ir. Morgan is a son of Smallwood 
G. MOl·gan, and is a descendant of the earliest' settlers of 

the county.* 

*:rtlonongal1a County bas furnished two Superintendents tor her daughter county of 
Preston: w. S. Bayles, Superintendent ot Preston County In 18:-9-81; and Joseph H. 
Hawthorne, Superintendent in 1881-83. 
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WADE'S GRADUATING SYSTEM FOR COUNTRY SCHOOLS. 

In visiting the schools of the county, in 1873, under 
engagement of Superintendent Cox, Alexander L. Wade 
found that in most of the schools all the primary 
branches established by law were not taught. He first 
made the effort to have all these branches studied in every 
school, and succeeded in having this done in thirty-one 
schools that year. Next year he discovered that, while all 
the branches were taught in many schools, yet no one pupil 
studied all of them. His second step, therefore, was to 
organize in each school a volunteer class, to take up all 
the branches. ]\Ir. Wade~found thi~·'had not accomplished 
his object, for while all had taken up the branches, few had 
any idea of completing them. His next step was to organ­
ize volunteer classes to take up and complete the branches. 
The question was asked, How long will it take and who is 
to judge when the bl'anches are completed? He proposed 
no set tim~, and to trust to the honor of each pupil. Two 
classes were organized 'upon this basis, but the result was 
not satisfactory. Mr. Wade thought much on the problem, 
when, one night, the thought came into his mind, "If they 
graduate pupils in high schools, why not graduate them in 
low sphools?" Elected County Su~erintelldent in 1875, 
and having a plan of a graduating system matured, he at 
once began to introduce it; and his fourth step was the or­

ganization of a volunteer graduating class in each school 
to take ·up all the branches and complete them in a certain 
time,when each mem,ber of the class who passed a satisfactory 
examination was to receive a diploma. Thus originated 
what is now favorably and widely known as "Wade's 

Graduating System for Country Schools." 
Mr. Wade's own desCliption of it is as follows: 
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"It is simply adopting as a course of study the free school 
branches, organizing the more advanced pupils into four separate 
classes according to their grades, fixing a time in which each pupil 
is expected to complete the course, holding annualc examinations 

and commencement exercises in each district, gra!lting diplomas to 
those who, upon examination, are found to be worthy of them, 
forming alumni associations, and publishing annual catalogues, in 

which the names of graduates and undergraduates appear in the 

classes to which they respectively belong." 

The first class was formed in 1875, 'and' was 'called the 

Class of 1876. A Class of 1877 was also formed. The first
•

annual district examination was held February 25th, 1876, 

and one was held each day after until 1\Iarch 11th. The 
examiners were A. L. '\Vade, H. L. Cox, Prof. F. S. Lyon, 

of the 'Vest Virginia University, and Prof. W. R. White, 
ex-State Superintendent. Two hundred and sixty-one ad­

vanced pupils entered the class, and 196 completed the 

course and received "liplomas. Of the Class of 1877 there 
were 110 who graduated; and of the Class of 1878 there 

were 88 graduates. Mr. 'Vade retired from the County 

Superintendency in 1879, to write his book now before the 

public, entitled "A Graduating System for Country 
Schools." Since that year no classes have been graduated 
in the county. Mr. Wade's system was highly commended 

by Gen. Eaton, Commissioner of Education, in his report 

for 1878 (see p. 374), and has been recommended for 

adoption by the State Superintendent of West Virginia, the 
State Teachers' Association of West Virginia, and put 'in 

operation in 1\Im'shall, :Marion and Tyler, and in fifteen 
counties in Pennsylvania. In Maine it has been adopted. 

It has been recommended and is being examined in coun­

ties in nearly every State of the Union with a view to 

ac1option. 
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Four Annual Catalogues were issued by Mr., Wade, 

from 1875 to 1879, giving a list of all the schools and 
teachers of the county, with the names of graduating class, 
the number studying each branch, and much other useful 
information. District Alumni Associations were formed in 

1877; and lIr. 'Vade, in 1878, introduced a "banner sys­
tem" for the purpose of inducing beUer attendance. The 
county banner is awarded annually to the district making 
the highest percentage of attendance. This banner Union 
District received in 1878, 79 and 82; Morf?n in 1880 and 
81. Seven district banners were provided, each banner to 
be held annually, by the school in the distriet making the 
highest percentage of attendance. 

MORGAN'S OUTLINE COURSE OF STUDY 

Was prepared for the common schools of l\'Ionongalia County 
in 1880, by County Superintendent B. S. Morgan, and has 
been very highly spoken of wherever it has been seen and 
examined. Its objects, as explained by l\fr. Morgan, are­

" To secure uniform work throughout the county, a better classi­
fication of pupils, and the proper order of studies; to prevent 
promotions to the higher g-rades of study before the child is pre­
pared profitably to pursue them, and the going over of the same 
parts of any branch term after term until all hope and ambition 
literally dies in the child; and to encourage pupils to complete 
all of the elementary branches." 

It divides the school into five grades: the First and Sec­
ond grades requiring one year e~ch; the Third, Fourth and 
Fifth two years each. 

Superintendent Morgan, in 1881, suggested and urged the 
introduction of the county newspapers into the free schools 
~-that a copy of each paper published in the county be 
subscribeq. f9.r and' placed in each school-room. The next 
year he g~t ~p a blank form for registering the classification 
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of a school at its close for the use of the next teacher, 
which was adopted by the State Superintendent, and is 
Blank No. 25 now issued by the State. It is simple in form, 
but very valuable, and was long needed. 

BOARDS OF EXAMINERS. 

1873--H. L. Cox, B. M. Jones, A. L. Wade. 
1874-H. L. Cox, B. M. Jo~es, A. L. Wade. 

1875-A. L. Wade, George W. Laishley, H. L. Cox. 

1876-A. L. Wade, H. L. Cox, Ezekiel. Trickett. 

1877-A. L. Wade, H. L. Cox, Ezekiel Trickett. 

1878-A. L. 'Vade, J. A. Tenant, B. S. Morgan. 

1879-B. L. Keenan, H. L. Cox, B. S. Morgan. 

1880-B. L. Keenan, A. L. Wade, B. S. Morgan. 

1881-B. S. Morgan, A. L. Wade, W. S. Hillery. 

1882-B. S. Morgan, A. L. Wade, W. S. Hillery. 

1883-B. S. Morgan, T. E. Hodges, 'V. S. Hillery. 


TEACHERS' INSTITUTES. 

The Teachers' Association of Monongalia County was 
organized by Superintendent Sturgiss on December 27, 
1865, and continued to meet twice a year at Morgantown 
until 1869. At its last meeting, held on the 16th of Octo­
ber in the last-named year, the State Superintendent was 
,present, and forty-two teachers attended. 

On the 27th of December, 1870, a County Institute was 
held at Morgantown by appointment of the State Superin­
tendent. It was conducted by J. C. Gilchrist, R. Ridd and 
Dr. Alexander Martin. 

The annlial meeting of the State Teachers' Association 
for 1881 was held at Morgantown in the month of July. 

Since 1879 County Institutes have been held for one week 

in each year at MOl'gantown, as follows: 
Bp{}an. Conductor. Bp{}an. Conductor. 

1879, August 4-F. H. Crago. 1880, August to-James Fowler. 
1881, August 22-D. B. Purinton. 1882, August 7-F. H. CragO. 
1883, July 25-U. S. Fleming. 
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The attendance at the Institute in 1880 was but 53; but 
the next year 107 teachers were enrolled, and the average 
daily attendance was 95. Of these 107 teachers, ten had 
taught 60 months or more, thirty had taught twelve and 
less than sixty months, 42 had taught less than twelve 
months, and 25 had never taught at all. 

The enrollment at the Institute of 1882 wa~ 112; average 
daily attendance, 98; number who had taught ten years or 
more, 4 ; five and less than ten years, 8 ; one year and less than 
five years, 56; less than one year, 23; never taught, 27. 

In the exhibit of West Virginia at the Centennial Exhibi­
tion at Philadelphia, 1876, were a "Pencil Drawing of Rev. 
H. W. Beecher, by Perry ]\tIorris; Pencil Drawing of H. L. 
Cox, by W. C. Shaffer"-from the" Free School, Morgan­
town." 

During the school year of 1882-3, State Superintendent 
Butcher offered a prize for the best drawn map of West 
Virginia by a pupil of the free schools of the State. The 
prize was won by Gilbert Stewart, son of S. C. Stewart. 

STATISTICAL. 

1830-The census reports for this year place one academy in 
Monongalia, having 14 scholars; 28 primary and common schools, 
having an attendance of 629; pupils educated at public charge, 169; 
and there were in the county 2,132 persons over 20 years of age 

Who were unable to read or write. 
1850-Eight public schools in the county, employing eight teach­

ers, having an attendance of 152 pupils, and an annual income of 
$805. There were two academies, employing six teachers, having 
109 pupils, and an annual income of $3,334. Number of pupils at­
tending ~n kinds of schools, 2,319 white, and 2 free colored. There 
were 1,215 white persons (males, 350; females, 865) in the d'tmnty 
above the age of 10 years, who could neither read nor write. A 
record is made of one school library of 150 volumes. 
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1860-The returns of the census, this year, upon this subject, are 
not given by counties. 

1870-Number of 10 years of age and over who cannot read, 679; 
number of same who cannot write, 1554. These numbers include 
the colored persons, who were excluded in the former reports, they 
being slaves then. 

Of the statistics of the" primary" school system, f<;>llow­
ing are sucli regarding :Monongalia County as were ob­
tainable: 

In 1847, there were in the county 84 schools; poor children in the 

county, 800; number sent to school. 534; total number of days these 
poor children attended school, 42,189, at a cost of 2:i cents per day; 
$1,013.76 due the county from the Literary Fund. 

1848-Number of schools, 76; number of poor chilq.ren 1,335, of 
whom 725 were sent to school for a total of 46,076 days, at a cost of 
2t cents per day; amount due the ,county from the Literary Fund, 
$1,013.76. ­

l855-Number of poor children sent to school, 750; average num­
ber attending, 560; average number of days each attended, 75; av­

erage, cost per pupil, $2.28; amount due from Literary Fund, 

$1.080.48. 

The statistics of the Free Schools, except such as are 
elsewhere given, are presented in the table on the following 
page. Few statistics for Monongalia appear in the three 
reports of the State Superintendent previous to 1868. 

http:1.080.48
http:1,013.76
http:1,013.76
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As regards the foregoing table of statistics, it is proper 
to remark that it is compiled from the reports of the State 
Superintendent for the several years named. That the 
figures are only approximately correct is owing to several 
facts. Some of: these reports of the State Superintendent 
seem to have 'had very careless proof-reading; and their 
trustworthiness is thereby much impaired. They are, too, 

_	made up from the scanty and almost always incomplete 
reports of the minor school officers. Indeed, it is very 
seldom, even now, that a County Superintendent receives a. 

perfectly full and correct report from the district officers. 
The failure of one of these mino'r officers to submit a full . . 

I'eport, or a mistake in such report, must impair, to a. 
-greater or less extent, the statistical report for the entire 
county. A standing complaint of the State Superintendent 
and of the County Superintendents, in the earlier years of 
the system, was not only the incompleteness of the reports 

received, but the failure to get such reports at all. 
Perhaps the most untrustworthy column of figures in the 

table is that under the heading of "Value of all School 
Property." For several years, an increase in the number of 
houses, to say nothing of the necessary corresponding in­
crease in the lots of land, ·served only to make a decrease in 
the value of school property. The value of this property 
is gI'eater in 1870 with sixty-two school-houses, than in 
1882 with ninety-two buildings. The estimating of this 
value, we believe, is done by the Trustees; and the system 
is guess-work, and not very particular guess-work at that. 
Besides, the same Trustee seldom guesses at the value of 
the same property for two consecutive years. In the mul­
titude of guessers there must be great fluctuation. It is to 
be considered, howevel', that the value of 1870 is given in 
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an inflated currency. In compiling the table the endeavor 

has been to give much i~ little. Thus, the total expendi­
ture in ,the county for any given year may be had by adding 
together the total expenditures out of the Teachers' und 
the Building fund. That sum divided by the nnmber of 

youth in the county, will give the cost per youth .based on 
the enumeration; divided by the number enrolled in school, 
will give the cost per pupil; and divided by the average 
daily attendance, the quotient will represent the cost per 
Inlpil on that basis. 

The Free School System -did not go into general effect in 
)Ionongalia County until 1865. It is said that Grant 

Township was the first to open free schools" and that Cass 
and Clinton were the next to follow. The want of school­

houses and competent teachers, the natural disinclination 
to such radical change, the considerable taxation requirecl 

to build houses and pay teachers, the opposition "from 
notions of caste" (as the State Superintendent expresses it 
in his second annual report), "a general apathy to intel­
lectual culture," the. sparseness of the population, the 
distracting influences of the civil war and of the exciting 
political questions arising out of and following it, and the 

crudities of the free school law,-all these operated in 

Monongalia, as they did in almost all the other counties of 
the State, in }'etarding the uniform and smooth operation 
of the system. 

l\Ionongalia County was and is divided into eight school 

districts, namely, Battelle, Cuss, Clay; Clinton, Grant, Mor­
gan, Union, and the Independent District of l\:Iorgantown. 
Notwithstanding her proud eminence in educational matters, 

25 
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when the Free School system was adopted in 1863, there 
was but one school-house in the country districts that the 
school officers deemed fit to remain such. This one was at 
Fort l\Iartin, in Cass District. The first Superintendent did 
not serve, and it was not till September, lS64, that another 

was appointed. And after his appointment, ~Ir. Sturgiss 
was kept from the duties of the office by acting as pay­
master's clerk till after the sellool term of 1864-5 bad 

passed. But when he was released from these services, be 
threw his whole being into the work; and, notwithstanding 

the very considerable opposition, comparatively rapid 
progress was made. Mr. Sturgiss went out among the 
people and addressed them, explaining the new system, 
answering objections, pointing out the great good that must 
result fro~ a compliance with the spirit ~f the new institu­
tion. He was present, as far as possible, at the'township 

meetings, and urged tlle voters there assembled, to make 
the necessary levies to build houses and pay teachers, in­
structed the officers in the discharge of their duties; and, 

later when they had opened, he visited the schools of the 
county and held educational meetings at night. No report, 

statistical or other, appears in any of the printed l'epor.ts 

of the State Superintendent until 1868. 
In 1865 l\Ionongalia County received $L1,330.72 from the 

State fund; her ~hare of this fund for 1866 was $4,052.02; 

and for 1867 it 'was $5,187.10. The pay of the County 
Superintendent for the first of these years was $400; for 

1867 it was $350. 
Superintendent H. L. Cox, in his report for 1868, says, 

"We are making much progress." Fifteen school-houses 

were built during the year; seven of which were in Cass 

Township-" excellent honses, 26x30 feet." "The building 

http:5,187.10
http:4,052.02
http:L1,330.72
http:l'epor.ts
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formerly known as the [l"IonongaliaJ 'Academy Buildipg,' 

in l\Iorgantown, has been purchased by the district commis­

sioners at a cost of $13,500, for the purpose of a town or 

district school." "Heretofore there has been a large oppo­

sition to the system, and, indeed, thel'e are many yet who. 

oppose it, but I am happy to say that such feelings are: 

giving away, and a mor~ liberal and appreciative spirit is 
manifest. The school question is ceasing to be made a 

party question." Some of the opposition, we are told, came 

from those who held that educational interests are best 

promoted by private effort, and" that the State is not the 

proper guardian of such interests. Others seem to be 

shrouded in a kind of conservatism," which, dreading 

changes, clings to the old system" because it is old." The 

number of certificates gr~nted was 24, of which four were 

grade number one. Allowance to County Superintendent, 
$300. 

In his report for 1869, Mr. Cox says that Battelle Township 

is divided into thirteen sub-districts, "in nine of which new 

school-houses have been built," and that the ayerage length 

of the schools was a "little oyer three months to each 

district:" "Insufficient salaries of teachers" is one of 

the "great barriers" n~med in this to'wnship, in which 

502 youths attended school that year. In Clay there 

Were twelve schools taught, of an average length of 3£ 

months. Seven ~ew houses had been built, "yet the 

subject of schools has not been appreciative." Attendance, 

436; average daily attendance, 304. "Cass Township is 

deserving of much praise for haying supplied each of the 

school districts with a good house." Ten schools had been 

in operation in'Cass "for many years"; and numbers of 

Pennsylvania teachers were employed; attendance, 382; 
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a~erage daily attendance, 263. In Grant Township, ¥r. 

Cox says, "the people in general are much attached to the 

school cause." Eight new school-houses had been built in 

all; 12 schools were taught, of an average length of over 5 

months, attended by 557 youths; average daily attendance, 

331. In Clinton "the people seemed anxious to embrace 

the opportunity to educate their children," though the 

levies we~'e "quite burdensome" on the i)eople in the 

mO~l1nttlinous part of the township, "the wealth being mainly 
in a narrow strip on one side." In 1\Iorgan there were 

,seven school districts and six new houses; attendance, 300 ; 

average daily attendance, 245. ,Union is, says Mr. Cox, 

"perhaps the banner township in the county in school 

matters. Each of its nine districts has been supplied with 

an excellent house"; schools of an average length of four 

1110nths, were taught in each distI-jct; attendance, 59{; 

average daily attendance, 405. ""\Vhy have we not a very 

superior school" in Morgantown Independent District? 

asks 1\:11'. Cox in his report, and answers, because of the 

want of efficient and faithful t~achers. The school was in 

session 10 months, with an average daily attendance of 151. 

The names of 59 teachers appear in Mr. Cox's report, with 

the grade of certificate granted each; five of which number 

held number one certificates, 8 held certificates between 

number one and two, 17 held number two, 17 between 

number two and three, 6 held number three, one held a No. 

3!, and one held a No.4. Allowance to County Superin­

tendent, $300. 
In closing his rerort, 1\11'. Cox says: "A county teachers' 

association was organized in this county about tln'ee years 

ago, and has since met semi-annually. The last meeting 

was held on Saturday, October 16th, at which time yOU 
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[the State Superintendent] honored us with a visit. Forty­
two teachers we're present at this meeting.... I believe 

the teachers of Monongalia will compare favorably with 
those in other counties. . . . Weare taking steps to estab­
lish teachers' institutes in each township .... I believe 
more educational papers are taken and read by the teachers of 
Monongalia than by those of any other county in the State." 

In his report for the year ended August 31, 1870, Super­
intendent H. L. Cox notes" a marked improvement in our 
teachers"; commends the" promptness and en81'gy with 
which the school officers are doing their work," remarks 
that the levies are promptly made and that schools are 
taught in nearly all the sub-districts, and declares that 
" our people, with so~e exceptions, are proud of our school 
system." The names of sixty-two teachers and the grade 
of certificate granted each are given in the report, of which 
six received No.1 certificates, 13 received certificates be­
tween one and two (l!, Ii and 1£), 21 received No.2, 10 
received between two and three, 10 No.3, and 2 received 
No.3t. 

Superinten dent Cox says in his report for 1871, that he 
thinks the system is gaining favor with the people, though 
"it is true that th81'e is on the part of some a strong opposi­
tion to the main features of the free sch_oo] law, and there 
are others, no doubt, who seek its entire overthrow, yet in 
general the opposition manifested is less violent than'at. 
first, w~ile the friends of the system are daily becoming 
more firm and earnest in its SUPPOl't." 1\lr. Cox remarks 
that; "when we take into account tIle radical difference 
between.. the present system and that which preceded 
it, as well as the extremely unfavorable condition of public 
affairs at the time of its introduction, it is, indeed, a matter 



390 HISTORY OF 1\10NONGALIA COUNTY. 

of surprise that so much has been done." He refers 
to "fears entertained that an attempt ",ill be made in the 
approaching State Convention [Constitutional Convention 
of 1872] to abolish the free school system." Sixty-two 
teachers were granted certificates this year, as follows: 

4 granted No.l ...................3 granted No. lil­
17 " No. H ................ ···4 No. 1t 
16 " No.2 ...................9 " No. 2t 
7 ,~ No.3 ...................2 " No. 4 

"The year ending August 31, 1872, was one of unusual 
success in the free schools of this county," writes 1\11'. Cox 
in ~is report as County Superintendent. Better attendance, 

more enthusiasm among the pupils, and more solid progress 

by them; a growing appreciation of the people, and a more 
general co-operation by them, and the improved qualifica­
tions and better work of teachers, are noted. A school was 
taught in every district, except one. Mr. Cox did not visit 

the schools this year, because the Board of Supervisors 
fixed his" compensation so low that it :;tlmost amounted to 

prohibition." Forty-five certificates were granted, as fol­
lows: No.1, 18; No.2, 24; No.3, 3. I 

The report for 1873, Superintendent Cox declares" that 
there is no longer a question ns to whether the people de­

sire schools." The attendance was small, and the school 

term short, this year, in many parts of the county, owing 
to .the prevalence of the measles and other diseases. 

Forty-eight teachers were granted certificates, as follows: 

8 granted No. 1. .................. 33 granted No. 2 

6 " No.3. ........ .... . ...... 1 " No. 4 

Allowance to the County Superintendent, $75. 
In the year 1874, the total enumeration of the county 

was 4,948, of whom 3,443 attended school; average daily 
attendance, 2,337. Mr. Cox points out that the average 
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daily attendance was less than 50 per cent of the enumer­
ation, and declares ,hat" ¥ere lies the great obstacle to 
our success." Being Principal of the ~Iorgantown Gra­
ded School, l\Ir. Cox employed Alexander L. \Vade 
to visit th~ schools. He held some thirty-one ed­
ucational meetings, which were well attended. Thi~ year · 
the Board of Examiners offered a copy of \Vebster's 
UnabriJged Dictionary' as a prize to the shool which should 
show the highest per cent of average attendance on the 
enr<?llment.. Forty-six teachers received certificates; 13 
No.1, and the l'est No.2. Paid to the County Super!n­
tendent, $169. 

"The school work of ~Ionongalia County for the year 
ending August 31, 1875, has been, I think," says Superin­
tendent Cox, "mOl:e successful than that of any other year 
since the establishment of the system." :Mr. 'Vade again 
visited the schools and hplc1 educational meetings, and the 
dictionary prize was again offered. The result of the school 
election in Clinton District not having been returned within 
the time prescribed by law, an act was passed on the 23d of 
December, 1875, legalizing the election. Seventy-eight 
teachers were granted certificates-49 No.1, and 29 No.2. 
Salary of County Superintendent, $201.50. 

The report of Superintendent A. L. "rade for 1876 is 
elaborate. He visited every school, and held forty-three 
educational meetings at night, in which he was assisted by 
"representative men, professors in the University, teachers, 
ministers, physicians, farmers and mechanics." Three 
llouses were built, and one bUl'ned down. Certificates 
granted-63 No. 1's, and 38 No. 2's. In this year :Mr. Wade 
began his graduating system. Salary of County Superin­
tendent, $298.50. 
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Of the eighty-seven teachers employed in 1877, six were 
from llarion County, and five from "Pennsylvan4t. Mr. 
'Vade argues in the report of this ye~tl', as also in that of 
the precelling year, against the expediency of a compulsory 
attendance law, and advocates' the plan of making the 
feachors' wages" depend, in a large degree, upon the per 
cent of attendance and progress of his pupils." Eighty­
seven certificates were t,rranted, of which eight were No.1's, 
five No. 2's, and the remainder were between those grades. 
13esides these, there was one teacher who held a State 
Certificate, and nine who held Normal Diplomas. Amount 
allowed Superintendent, $300. 

1\1r. Wade, in his report for 1878, explains at length his 
Graduating System. Of the 88 teachers employed, 66 w:ere 
males, 22 females; 13 married, 75 single; 84 were residents 
of the county, and the rest were Pennsylvanians; four were 
graduat~s of Morgantown Female Seminary and three of 
Fan-mont Normal School; 15 had never'taught before. 
The average per cent of attendance in the county was 60; 
by districts, it was: Battelle, 61; Cass, 61 ; Clay, 55; Clin­
ton, 60; Grant, 61; :l\Iorgan, 53; Union, 67. Mr. Wade 
held fifty educational meetings during the school-term. 
One hundred and eleven certificates were granted this year: 
33 No. 1's. 73 No. 2's, and 5 No. 3's. Salary of County 
S~perintendel1t, $450(?). 

One hundred and sixty-two certificates were granted in 
1879-50 No. l's, 105 No. 2's, anc17 No. 3's. Amount paid 
County Superintendent, $300. 

In 1880, certificates were granted to 107, teachers ; 18 No. 
l's, 72 No. 2's, and 17 No. 3's. Allowance to County Su­
perintendent, $292.50. 
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Certificates grv.nted in 1881 : No.1, 31; No.2, 66; No.3, 
7; total, 104. The amount paid County Superintendent in 
1881 ~was $125. 

In 1882, thirty-two No.1 certificates were granted, 65 
No.2, and three No.3, a total of 100. 

o Such is the histOl'Y of the establishment and progress of 
the Free School System in l\follongalia County. It is a 
noble record. With but one school-house a score of yeal's 
ago now they stand to greet us beside every highway. 
This is a revolution that can not go backwards. It creates 
its own momentum. It moves by a power within, which in­
creases as it moves, and which strikes out the light and heat 
of its own vitality. An average of the estimates made by 
many large operators, working many thousands of hands, 
gives, as a result, that a knowledge of only the elements of 
a primary education adds twenty-five per cent to the 
value of man, as a simple laborer. This fact teachers th~t 
to educate the rising generation is the most practical way to 
utilize our resources. The wealth of our hills and 'valleys, 
and the number of our population, will be but balTen 
blessings, if we add not the intelligence and the virtue 
which make. the true glory of a State.~~ "We must edu­
cate! We must educate! or we ,must perish by our own 
prosperity. " 

MONONGALIA ACADEMY. 

We come now to chronicle the introduction and hIstory of 
higher education in the county. It is said Colonel John 
Ev~ns brought a tutor fl'om Loudon County to instruct his 
Sons in the higher branches. Before the year 1814 efforts 
Were made to establish an acauemy, which was incOl-porated 

.. W. K. Pendleton, in the State Superintendent's report tor 1872, p. 8i. 
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November 29,1814, by the name of "Monongalia Academy." 
Thomas Wilson, Augustus W eringer, John Evans, Jr., 
Ralph Berkshire, Dr. Enos Daugherty, John Shisler, 
Rawley Evans, George Dorsey, Col. James Scott and 
Col. Dudley Evans were appointed trustees, and one-sixth 
of the fees received by the County Surveyor of Mon­
ongalia was ordered to be paid to the Academy. This 
Acade~y building must have been finished by 1816, for in 
that year Thomas Wilson advertised in the .i.1Ionongalia 
Spectator for a tutor.~~ 

None of the proceedings of the trustees can be found 
further back than 1827. The Academy stood on the site of 
the residence of Thomas R. Evans, in l\'Iorgantown. Fred­
erick A. Dering, the present Postmaster at l\Iorgantown, 
attended the school, and says it was a long, one-story brick 
building, divided into two school-rooms. Among the 
earliest teachers he can recollect was a man. by the name of 
Campbell, who taught the small pupils (about 1810-12); one 
Woodrow, an assistant; Simeon Glisson, 'rho was educated 
for a Catholic priest, a fine classical 'scholar, who was in 
charge of the Academy, and who generally heard his Latin 
classes without a book; one Marshall, who was principal, 
and a Mr. Vanzant, an assistant; Dr. Ash bel Fairchild, 
who was principal, and after him W. G. Henry, Elijah Moss, 
and Horatio Martin, whom, he thinks, were assistants. 

T~e Rev. Dr. Fairchild was principal (or "tutor") between 
1822 and 1827. From the records it appeal's' that William 
Thompson was tutor in 1827 and that the Rev. John F. 

"A TUTOR IN THE MONONGALIA ACADEMY WANTED.-The Tutor of said AcadeinY 
shall attend to the instruction of about twenty-five scholars In the several brancnes 
usually taught in schools and Academies; for which the Trustees of said Aca<1eIDY" 

.wlll pay said Tutor four hundred dollars per annum, by quarterly InstaUments." 
The foregoing Is an extract from the proceedings of the Trustees of said Academy. 
March 9, 1816. T. WIl.SON, sect'y. 
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Russ taught in 1828. In this year, two lots in Spruce Street 
were bought for $370, on which a new Academy (now, with 
an addition built to it afterward, the Morgantown Public 
School building; see illustration) was erected between 1828 
and 1831. 

On the 28th of January, 1829, (principally through the 
exertions of Thomas P. Ray,) an act of Legislature was 
secured, allowing, the trustees of Monongalia Acad.emy to 
raise as much as $20,000, by lottery, for a part of the en­
dowment fund of the Academy. Thomas P. Ray was ap­
pointed to secure lottery drawings under this act; and, on 
January 26,1832, contracted with Yates & McIntyre, of New 
York City. These drawings were' held for several years. 
The board of Trustees, when the new Academy opened in 
1831, were, Math,ew Gay (president), the Rev. Joseph A. 
Shackelford, Henry Lazier, Fielding Kiger, ,\Villiam Griffey, 
John Rogers, Nicholas B. Madera, Thomas P. Ray (treas­
urer), Alpheus P. Wilson (secretal'Y) and Ralph Berkshire. 

They divided the school into two departments and estab­
lished ten classes.* 

- PRINCIPALS OF MONONGALIA ACADEMY, 1831-1867. 
1831-.Jonathan Paddock. 1852-Rev. .James R. Moore. 
1833-Thomas Martin. 1864-A. W. Lorentz (acting prin.) 

1841-P. S. Ruter. 18G4-Rev. W. 'V. Laverty. 
1846-Rev. Silas Bi1ling~. 1866-Dr. .John 'V. Scott. 

The re?ords of the Academy to be found (1827 to 1858) 
do not give the appointments of the assistant teachers. 
Among them, however, we find were John S. Horner, 1831­

* 1st Class, Reading, ArithmetiC, Engllsh Grammar and Geography. 2nd Class, 
Spelllng, Reading, Writing and Arithmetic through DivIsion. 3rd class, Spelling and 
Reading. These were under assistant teachers. 4th class, Greek, Latin and French­
one class in each language. 5th class, ?t[oral and Intellectual Philosophy. 6th class, 
Logic, Rhetoric and HIstory. 7th class, Natural Philosophy and GeographY. 8th 
Class, Mathematics and EnglIsh Grammar. 9th class, SurveYIng and Navigation. 
10th class. Algebra. These classes were under the principal teacher. 
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35; John Mills, 1835-45; --- 'Voods, 1845-47;-­
Stephenson, 1848; -- Purinton, 1850; -- Long and 
-- Bolton, 1851; -- J ameso~, 1852; A. W. Lorentz, 
1856-64; C. H. Hassler, Thomas H. Hanbury ana R. 'V. 
Blue, 1861; W. P. Willey, A. B. and F. M. W ood~, 1863; J. 
P. Barron and Adam Staggers, 1865. 

Monongalia Academy, for over half a century, was an 
educational center in'Vestern Virginia. It was during the 
latter years of its long career of usefulness that it attained 
its greatest prosperity and height of honorable fame, under 
the administration of James R. _Moore; Fourteen States 
were represented by the ~tudents in its halls, who, in num­
bers, were always above 100, and once as high as 176. 
The thoroughness of preparation of those who left its 
portals for college was such, that Monongalia ,Academy, 
every year, had an honor man in, the college graduating 
classes. No list of its graduates can be found, but among 
them were Thomas Brown, of ,Kingwood, and some of the 
Wilsons, of an early day. Later, were Chauncey F. Black, 
Lieut.-Governor of Pennsylvania; the Hon. J. M. Hagans, 
John ,. Brown, Esq., Joseph Moreland, Esq., Prof. A. ~. 
Lorentz, Prof. 'V. P. Willey, George C. Sturgiss, Esq., Col. 
W. A. Hanway, Dudley Evans, E. M. Wilson, L. 'V. Wilson, 
W. S. Cobun, L. S. Brock, 'and a great number of others. 

In 1850, the trustees agitated the project of merging the 
Academy into a college, but failed. But, in 186~, they 
offered the State their entire possession of property and 
money amounting to $50,000, if the State would locate the 
West Virginia Agricultural College on the lands of the 
W ooclburn Seminary, which they had just bought. The 
offer was accepted, and Monongalia Academy passed away 
that the University might come. But while the generosity 
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of the trustees closed the halls of 1\Ionongalia 'Academy to 
open the portals of the University, a spirit of commendable 
enterprise opened them again in the establishment of the 
first and so far the only graded school in the county. For 
in 1868, the commissioners of Morgantown Independent 
District bought of the State the Monongalia Academy 
building for the sum of $13,500, which has been known 
since as ~Iorgantown Graded School. 

SCHOOLS FOR FE:l\IALES. 

Those public spirited citizens who founded Monongalia. 
Academy for the education of their sons, were not 
fOl'getful of the education of their daught81's; and at the 
same meeting (January 3, 183~), after selecting a teacher, 
and ordering rules of gov81'nment for the new Academy, it 
was ordered, "that Rev. Joseph A. Shackelford, John 
Rogers, Henry L:1zier and Alpheus P. ,Vilson be appointed 
a committee to prepare a memorial to the Legislature for 
authOl'ity to convey the old academy lot and apply the pro­
ceeds of the sale to the erection of a female academy." 

The Legislature, on the 23d of March, 1831, passed an 
act granting the authority to the trustees to establish a 
separate scliool for females. Thomas P. Ray and A. P. 
Wilson, on the 5th of September, 1831, selected a part of 
lot No. 113 al:? the site of the new building. On the 7th of 
November, a proposition was made to the Baptists that if 
they would give $350, lot No. 1 would be selected, and the 
seminary built upon it, and the building would be allowed 
the Baptists for church purposes when the school was not 
in session. This proposition was not successful; and, in 
January, 1832, the trustees contracted with John Rodgers 
to build a female seminary on lot No. 113. The building, 
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which is now a part of the residence of Henry Hayes, on 
l3umbo Lane and Long Alley, was finished in 1833, and the 
records show the letting of the ~pper room to 1\Iiss Louisa, 
and the lower room to the Misses Green. In 1834, Sarah 
Green was to llave the upper room; in 1836, l\'Iary Thomp­
son was to have a room to teach in; and in 1838, :Miss 
Henderson seems to have been in charge of the institution. 

The trustees of :Monongalia Academy, on the 22d. of 
Decem ber, 1838, to give greater efficiency to the female 
seminar}r, petitioned the Legislature to incorporate it as 
the l\'Iorgantown Female Academy,- and allow them to give 
towards its endownment the lot, building and $2000. The 
Legislature, the next year, granted their request, and incor­
porated the Female Academy, but as the" Morgantown 
Female Collegiate Institute"; which, in later years, was 
known as" Whitehall Female Seminary," on account of a 
white coat of paint having been applied to the buildings. 
The board of trustees appointed were William Lazier, 
(president), Guy R. C. Allen, W. T. Willey (secretary), 
George Hill and Reuben B. Taylor. In 1843, an addition 
was built to the Institute; and, in 1852, the building, being 
out of repair, the trustees proposed to erect a new building 
and the contI'act was let to Harrison Hagans for $3500, and 
the front portion of the present Morgantown Female 
Seminary was erected. - Monongalia Academy aided in the 
construction with $1750. In 1858, an addition was ordered 
built, and, when completed, it compl'ised the ploesent 
Seminary building. School was continued in tIle building 
until about 1867. On June 22c1, 1869, the last board of 
trnstees-",V. T. Willey (president), R. L. Berkshire, John J. 

Brown, George ~I. Hagans, A. L. Wade and 'Yilliam Wag­
ner (secretary)-met for the last time. They solel the 
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building to Mrs. Elizabeth I. Moore for $5000, in pursuance 
of an act of the Legislature passed l\'Iarch 14, 1868. 

PRINCIPALs-1839 TO 1867. 

18a9-Miss E. Doggett. 1844-No school. 
1840-P. S. Ruter. 1845-E. J. Meany. 
1M2-Miss Faris. 1846-Rev. Thomas McCune. 

1851-Rev. Cephas Gregg. 
[In the new building.] 

18M-H. 'V. Emery. 1857-Rev. A. S. Hank. 
1856-Peter Hayden. 1861-Dr. Thomas Daugherty. 

1865-Rev. G. 'V. Arnold. 

CLASSES OF YOUNG LADIES GRADUATED. 

1861. Belle Hennen. 1864. 
:Martha Brock. Emma Coombs. :Mary L. Hennen. 
Kate J. Martin. JennIe Daugherty. Virginia Cross. 
AnnIe Reger. Hartlett L. Denng. V1rg1nia Reger. 
Julia E. Wmey. 1\lary V. Layton. JosephIne Trippett. 

1862- 1863. Rebecca McCullough. 
Marta L. Wagner. AnnIe Eo Sawtell. Emma Foreman. 
:Belle Shay. :Mary L. 1\IcCullougl1. Emma Shay. 
AnnIe 1\ladera. Edith A. Martin. LizzIe IUtch. 
Julin. Gallon. Matllda E. Kroger. 

WOODBURN FEMALE SEMINARY. 

The legislatul'e incorporated, on the 4th of January, 
1858, the Woodburn Female Seminary Company. It was 
authorized to hold not exceeding twenty-five acres of land, 
and to have a capital not exceeding $50,000. The incorpa­
rators were the Rev. J. R. ~Io01'e, W. A. Hanway, E. W. 
Tower, and others. The residence and grounds lof lUI's. 
Thomas P. Ray were purchased, and an additional building 
erected, and school opened in May, 1858. The school 
increased rapidly, and another building was added. The 
Rev. J. R. ~Ioore was the superintendent, and lUI's. E. I. 
MO'ore the principal, with n'om three to four assistant 
teach~rs. Upon Mr. Moore's death in 1864, Dr. John 'V. 
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Scott became superintendent. The institution closed in 
1866. The property was bought by the trustees of Monon­
galia Academy, and given to the State in 1867, and upon its 
gI'ounds the buildings of West Virginia University stand 
to-clay. The ,Voodburn Seminary buildings (on the site of 
the new University Hall) burned January 25, 1873. 

I 

CLASSES OF YOUNG LADIES GRADUATED. 

18."i9. J. II. Hill. M.E. smttb. 
E. H. Dever. L. H. )Imer. C. G. Tower. 

)1. C. Dicl(son. )1. S. Linn. 1864. 


1860. S. H.' Oliphant. Virginia F. Fortney. 

A.E.Davls. V. Protzman. Rebecca C. Oliphant. 

E. It Dickson. S. F. Roberts. 1865. 
~. E. Lovett. 1862. Amanda E. Camden. 
::'If. S. McCllntock. L. )f. Clark. Sarah J. H1te. 
E. 111. Reed. C. Cooper. Jennie 1\'1. Little. 
::'II. B. Riddle. A. G. :l'IIcLean. E. V. :McLane. 
)f. A. V. Stuart. E. D. Wllson. Ella B. Nell. 
S. Sweeney. 1863- 1866. 
)1. A. Werninger. E. S. Bushfield. Dora V. Hlll. 


1861. B. Drabell. Edith M. Snider. 

II. A. CoiL 

)IOHGANTOWN FEMALE SEMINARY. 

Upon the transfer of the property of the ~Iorgantown 
Female Collegiate Institute to ~Irs. E. I. ]\[oore, in 1869, 
she opened the present Morgantown Female Seminary, 
April 14th, 1869. 1\'lrs. Moore has been its principal from 
that year to the present time, with the number of assistant 
teachers equal to the needs of the institution. A~c1 while 
the University has come to do a part of the work mapped 
out by old lIonongalia A.cademy-the education of the 
sons of Western Virginia-The Morgantown Female Sem­
inary-with an able, efficient and experienced principal­

proposes to pel'fOl'm the other part of the work mapped out 
by that historic old academy-the thorough, elevated and 

refined education of the daughters of ,Vestern Virginia. 
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CLASSES OF YOUNG LADIES GRADUATED. 

1811. LizzIe B. Linn. Rose M. Sweeney.

Lida A. DPring. Anna Protzman. 1880.
Anna M. Linn. Anna Simpson. Etta Boyer.

18i2- 1874. V10la M. Lawhead.
liatt1e Boughner. Mattie E. Protzman. 1883.
Llla Little. Emma C. Fordyce. )[ary V. Hagans. 

Itm~. Anna L. Hayes. LIly B. Hagans.
:Mary Chadwick. Lucinda White. Class or 1884.
Ella D. FUch. 18i6. :\Iary Casselberry. 
Ella Fordyce. Eva Boyer•. Ollle llorrlS. 
~ue C. Hm. 

In closing the history of academic education in Monon­
galia, it is proper to note that some of the men called as 
principals of Monongalia Academy, were graudates of the 
highest institutions of learning in the land. Prominent 
among the distinguished principals was the Reverend 

JAMES ROBERTSON MOORE, ~ho was born in Columbia~a. 
County, Ohio, August 20, 1823. He was a descendant of 
that Scotch-Irish Presbyterian stock so noted for deter­
mination and so conspicuous in the early religious and 
educational history of 'Vashington Coun~y, Penn. His 
grandfather, Augustine Moore, IDalTied Verlinda Dawson', 
a;nd settled near Uniontown, Penn., before 1767, supposing 
he was settling in Monongalia County. His father, William 
Moo,re, married Susana Maxwell. James R. lIoore gradu­
ated at Washington College in 1847, a class-mate of the 
Hon. James G. Blaine. He next spent some three years in 
teaching with Dr. Scott at the Lindsley Institute in 'Vheel­
ing. He n~xt qualified himself for the ministry in the 
Presbyterian Church. Entering Princeton Theological 
Seminary in the fall of 1849, he studied there three years. 
An affection of his throat and lungs compelled him to quit 
public speaking, and he then turned his attention to teach­
ing, and took charge of Monongalia Academy. In 1853, he 
was man'ied to Miss Elizabeth I. Moore, of 'Vheeling, 
Who was a graduate of the Wheeling Female Seminary, and 
Who is now the principal of the Morgantown Female Semi­

26 
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nary. MI'. 1\'1oore was a man of ratller striking appearance 
and grave countenance-a man whose decision of charac­
ter, great executive J1pility, and remarkable knowledge of 
human nature, won for him the respect and esteem of all 

who came in contact with him. Under JIis administration 
Monongalia Academy became an educational power, and 
students crowded its halls from many States of the Union. 
Mr. Moore died nn ~Ionday, December 12, 1864. A beauti­

ful monument was placed over his grave, in 1868, as a trib­
ute of respect to his memory, by the students of Monongalia 

Academy, who contributed the most of the funds to pur­
chase it. On the 4th of October, 1865, the Rev., H. 'V. 
:Biggs delivered an address commemorative of Mr. Moore's 

life and labors, which,'with a poem read at the Woodburn 
Female Seminal'y Reunion at the same time, was published 
in pamphlet form. 

WEST VIRGINIA UNIVEUSITY. 

Monongalia Academy was the culmination of academic 
education in the county-the living 'embodiment of that 

idea of higher education intI'oduced into the county at so 
early a period. This academy undoubtedly formed the 
moving spring of that great educational progress in the 

county which inspired its trustees to secure the establish­
ment of an institution of learning on its soil, which we hope, 
in the fu tnre, may become the crowning glory, ~s well ~ as 

the llead, of the educational superstructure of the State, 
and attract to its halls by its superior merits a following 
from all oyer the Union. This institution is known to-day 

as West Virginia University. Its buildings are located just 
beyond the borough limits of l\1organtown, on the right bank 
of the ~Ionongahela River. Its grounds are oyer twenty acres 
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in extent,'* and from its splendid halls a beautiful picture 

spreads out belOl'e the gaze-the broad sweeping river, the 

quiet town, the long spanning bridge, the wide encircling, 

hills, and in the distance, away to the sunrise, the blue 

mountains-a picture where 

"Not ivy-clad walls that are hoary with time, 
But God's touch of beauty makes the place sublime." 

West Virginia University is the outgrowth of the West 
Virginia Agricultural College, established in 1867, by the 
combined bounty of the United States Government, the 
Legislature of 'Vest Virginia, and the trustees of 1\1onon­
galia Academy. 

Congress passed an act July 2, 1~62, (before 'Vest Vir­
ginia became a State,) donating lands to the States and 
Territories providin~ "colleges for the benefit of Agricul­
ture and the Mechanic Arts." On October 3d, 1863, the 

Legislature of West Virginin accepted the grant; and, on 
January 30, 1864~ asked Congress to extend aU provisions 
of this act to West Virginia, which was accordingly done 

by act of Congress, April 14, 1864. 'Vest Virginia receh·ed 
under this act thirty thousand acres for each of her Sen­
ators and Representatiyes in Congress, amounting to 

150,000 acres: On January 24, 1867, West Virginia asked 

for 60,000 acres additional. The Legislature now took 
action upon locl!'ting an agricultural college to be known 

a"8 the "\Vest Virginia Agricultural College. The claims of 

Pt. Pleasant, Bethany, Frankford, Greenwood, Harrisville 
and l\1organtown were presented as suitable places for the 

• The grounds once belonged to SquIre Benjamin Reeder, who l1ved on them,:tn it 
large Wh1te trame house, and who Hes bUried not far [rom the present bulldlngs. 
Thomas P. Ray bought the grounds and named the place "~eech lUll" In 1&'i.), he 
bunt What was then consIdered a magnificent brick residence on the site of the 
University Bundlng. It became a part or WOOdburn semlnary, and was destroyed by 
lire in 187:3. 



404 HISTORY OF MONONGALIA COUNTY. 

location of the institution. On the 31st of January, 1867, 

the fourth ballot was taken in the Legislature upon these 
different places, and Morgantown won, receiving 17 out ,of 

22 votes cast in the Senate, and 32 out of 53 cast in the 

House. The offer of the trustees of 1\'Ionongalia ~cademy, 
(made January 9, 1866), in case Morgantown should be 

chosen for the seat of the Agricultural College, was as 
follows (Acts of 1867, p. 12): 

Property. Estimated. t'alue. 
'Voodburn FeIuale SeIninary .................................................$25,000 

l\fonongalia Academy ann dwelling....................................... 15,000 


Cash, bonds, bank stock, etc. ............... .................. ............... 10,000 


Library and other personal property................... .................. 1,000 


TotaL...........................................................................$51,000 


The land script donated West Virginia was sold for about 
$80,000, and invested in Government bonds, the par value 
of which was $90,000 in 1867. This amount was given as a 
permanent endowment, and of which neither principal nor 

interest was ever to be used for the purchase, erection or 

repair of· buildings. An act of Legislature was passed 
February 29, 1868, for the insurance of the college, and on 

the 3d of March, 1868, an appropriation of $10,000 was 

;made to the endowment fund, which is about $110,000. 

By an act of the ~egislature passed February 7, 1867, the 
Governor was instructed to appoint a Board of Visitors, 

consisting of one person fl'om each of the eleven Senatorial 
districts, to establish and have the control of the Agricul­
tural College. This Board held its first meeting at Morgan­
town April 3, 1867, organized the school, and elected the 

Rev. Alexander Martin~ D.D., President. At its second 
nleeting, (at the close of the first term of the Preparatory 

Department,) on June 27tll, the Hon. J. T. Hoke (now of 
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Kingwood) delivered an address, and made the formal pre­
sentation to Dr. Martin of the college charter, keys, etc. 
President ~Iartin then delivered his inaugural address, and 

the ceremonies closed. The College opened September 2, 
1867, in the buildings of the Monongalia Academy, with five 
departments-Literary, Scientific, Agricultural, ~filitary 

and Preparatory. Governor A. I. Boreman in a special 
message of January 30, 1868, recommended, and the Legis­
lature, on the 4th of December following, passed an act, 
changing the name and title from West Virginia Agricul­
tural College to West Virginia University. 

From 1868 to 1882, the departments varied in number 
from four to six (Classical, Scientific, Agricultural, Engin­
eering, ::Military and PreparatOl'Y). In addition to these, a 
United States Signal Station was establisRed in 1872. Vo­
cal music was added in 1874. In 1878, steps were taken 
toward the creation of Departments of Law and ~Iedicine; 
and, in 1882, the establislnnent of a school of Chemistry 
Was authorized. 

The Board of Regents at their annual meeting in June, 
1882, abolished the Curriculum (embracing the Freshman, 
Sophomore, Junior and Senior Classes), and adopted the 
Elective System, distributing the course of study into ten 
Independent Schools-eight academic and two professional. 
In June, 1883. the Presidency was abolished or suspended, 
and in its place a "Chah'man of the Faculty" was ap­
pointed. 

The present West Virginia University buildings "are 
models of al'chitectural beauty," and are three in number:­
the Preparatory Hall, the University Building, and the Ar­
mory. The corner-stone of the Preparatory Hall was laid 
June 16, 1869. It is 98x54 feet; four stories, with projec­
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tions and verandas o~ the north and south fronts, the 

corners of which, with the COl'ners of the building, are 

quoins of neatly cut san9~tone. The first story is sixteen 
feet, of stone; second story is thirteen' feet and the third 
seventeen feet, of pressed bricks, openings recessed and 

arches trimmed with keys and blocks of cut stone; fourth 

story, 10 feet, mansard, and covered with alternate belts of 

blue and green slate; cost, including furnishing, over $63,000. 
The corner-stone of the University Building was laid 

June 18, 1874. The central hall has been erected, and the 

wings are yet to be added,. It occupies the site of 'Yood­
burn Seminary, which was used a~ the University dining­

hall until destroyed by fire, Saturday evening, January 25, 
1873. The dimensions of the central hall of the University 

Building, as measured by D. U. O'Brien and E. Shisler, are 
as follows:· the square of the building, 104 feet long by 61 
feet wide; first story, stone, 11 feet in the clear; second 

story, 17t feet; and third story,15 feet 8 inches, both of 

pressed bricks; fourth story, 17 feet 10 inches, mansard, 
containing University Hall, 55ix79 feet. The total height 

of the building is ninety-six feet; cost, including furnishing, 

ovm' $47,000. 
The Armory is a two-story brick. It is 46x28 feet, and 

31 feet 9 inches high; cost, $3,800, 

The campus is a large and almost a natural park. 
The library is placed by the last catalogue at 5,000 

volumes, of which (the Librarian 8tates) about 1,500 are 

reports of the Department of Agt-iculture, Congre8sional 
Glob~8, etc. The Legislature, of late yearst has made 

several appropriations, a~ounting in all to about $1,500, for 
the purchase of booli:s for the library. 
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'~The l\Iuseum contains extensive mineralogical, geological 

and conchological cabinets, together with many specimens 

in other departments of Natural History." Two thousand 

specimens of minerals and fossils, and 2,300 of l'ecent 
shells, have been collected. 

In 1881, provision was made for the study of Practical 

Geology, by an annual eXCUI siQn of four weeks under Prof. 

White, in 'Vest Virginia and adjoining Stated. 

There are two literary societies-the Parthenon and 
Columbian.. The Parthenon at first was known as the 

}Ionongalia Literary Society. The present officers of the 

Parthenon are: President, S. B. Brown; Vice P;esident, R. 

F. Fast; Secretaries, ~Iatt S. Hughes and C. S. B~nnett. 

Officers of the Columbian: President, D. U. O'Brien; Vice 

President, II. Fleming; Secretaries, E. 'V. Lawson and F. 

Snider. A ~hird society, the 'Villey, was organized, but ex­
isted but a short time. 

The Laboratory of Practical Chemistry owes its existence 

to Prof. Latham, who was aided in its equipment by Dr. H. 
B. Lazier and Jesse Fitch. These two gentlemen advanced 

$500 each for the purchase of apparatus, with no assurance 

that any appropriation would ever be made to repay them. 

In 1882, an appropriation of $2,700 was made. l\Iost of 

the apparatus was purchased in Europe. In the Laboratory 

is a chemical balance (made in Berlin) which is as fine 

as any in the United States, and which is so sensitiye 

that it registers the 7o~6 part of a grain; and another from 

Philadelphia, weighing the l.3~O part of a grain; a colorim­

eter,_ by use of which certain analyses can be made with 

illm'velous quickness by simply observing differences of 

color in solutions. There is also apparatus for the analysis 

of soils and fertilizers, and appal'atus specially designated 
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for mineral water analysis, a subject of no small importance , 
to the State in the future. 

BOARDS OF REGENTS.* 
PRESIDENTS. 

W. E. Stevenson, 1867t; T. H. Logan, 1870-3; tD. D. Johnson, 1873-84. 

MEMBERS. 

1867-73, T. H. Logan. 1868-72, F. H. Pierpont. 

1867-()8, D. B. Dorsey. 1868-71, A. I. Boreman. 

1867-72, G. M. Hagans. 1869-72, J. S. 'Vilkinson. 

1867-73, Samuel Billingsley. 1879-73, G. M. Beltzhoover. 

1867-68, 'V. E. Stevenson. 1871-73, D. H. Leonard. 

1867-73, J. Loomis Gould. 1871-81, A. F. Mathews. 

1867-73, 'V. 'V. Harper. 1872-77, Isaiah Bee. 

1867-6p, Mark Poor. 1872-73, James Morrow. 

1867-71, Samuel Young. 1873-77, L. S. Hough. 

1867-69, Joseph '1\ Hoke. 1873-77, Charles J. Faulkner. 

1867-73, James Carskadon. 1873-77, H. S. Carr. 

'1873- ,tD. D. Johnson. ]877-82, H. 'V. Brock, 
1873-76, G. W. Franzheim. 1877- ,!John A. Robinson. 
1873-82, H. S. ·Walker. 1877- ,tD. B. Lucas. 
1873-77, F. M. Chalfant. 1881- ,tE. A. Bennett. 
1877- ,tJames Morrow, Jr. 1881-, tC. L. Thompson. 
1877-82, M. S. Hall. 1882- ,tR. G. Linn. 
1877-82, James B. Stewart. ]882- . nv. P. 'Villey. 
1877-82, B. 'V. Allen. 1882- ,tD. C. Gallagher. 
1877-81, H. C. Simms. 1882- ,tJ. L. Armstrong. 
18;7- ,tT. J. Farnsworth. 1882-, !Joseph E. Chilton. 

1882-~ ,tJoseph Moreland. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 1883. 

Joseph Moreland, Chairman. Clarence B. Dille. 

John J. Brown. 'Villiam C. McGrew, Secretary. 


E. Shisler. 

.. ThIs board was establ1shed as the Board ot VIsItors In 1867, but the name was 
cbanged to the Board ot R('gents. It consIsts ot one member from each senatorial 
Dlst11ct. " I 

t No name or names tor 1868 or 1869 appear in the catalogues. 
:t Members ot the present Board. 
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OFFICERS AND PROFESSORS OF THE UNIVERSITY. 

Presidents. 
1861-75, Rev. Alexander MartIn, D.D. 

1875-76, -Rev. John W. SCott, D.D., LLD. 

1876-81, Rev. John R. Thompson, A.M. 

1881-82, -D. B. Purinton, A.M. 

1882-83, Wll11am L. Wllsen., A.1tI. 


Vice PresUle1tts. 
1867-68, Rev. John W. Scott, D.D., LL.D. 

!868-70, F. S. Lyon, A.1tl. 

1870-73, S. G. Stevens, A.1rI. 

1873-77, Rev. John W. SCott, D.D., LL.D. 

1877-81, F. S. Lyon, A.1tL 

1881-83, D. B. Purinton, A.M. 


CHAIRMAN OF THE FACULTY. 

1883-84, Robert C. Berkeley, M.A. 

PROFESSORS. 

JIental and lJIm'al Science.-1867-73, tAlexander Martin; 1873-77, 

John 'V. Scott; 1877-81, John R. Thompson ~nd D. B. Purinton. 
After this year, distributed. 

La11guagcs.-1867-68, John W. Scott; 1868-69, Rev. H. M.Harman, 
D.D. ; 1869-71, F. 'V. 'Vood, A.M., Ph.D. 

AnCient Languages and Literaturc.-1871-73, John 'V. Scott; 
.1873-82, 	Robert C. Berkeley. 

Modern Lan,quages and Lite1·ature.-1871-i5, F. 'V. 'Vood; ]875-82, 

J. I. Harvey, A.M. 

English Literature.-1867-70, F. S. Lyon; 1870-71, J. H. McMechan, 
A.~L, and Rev. J. B. Solomon, A.M.; 1871-72, J. B. Solomon; 
1872-73, J. B. Solomon and F. S. Lyon. Distributed. 

History, Political Economy and {Jelles Lctfrcs.-1871-75, George H. 
Glover, A.M.; 1875-77, J. W. V. Macbeth, A.M.; 18ii-82, F. S. 
Lyon. 

Chemi8try and Natural I£istory.-]869-72, J. J. Stevenson, A.M., 
Ph.D. 

Agr-iculiure, CllC1n.istry and :Natural I:fistory.-18i2-77, 'V. M. 
Fontaine, M.A. 

A,qriC'ltliure, Chemistry and Physic.<I.-1877-79, 'V. M. Fontaine; 
1879-80, distributed; 1880-82, Woodville Latham. 
. Astronomy andPlIysics.-1869-74, S. G. Stevens; 1874-75, Alexander 
Martin; 1875-7;, distributed. 

A8tronomy and J!.tatural IIistoMJ.-1877-81, I. C. 'Vhite, A.M. 
Geology and Natural IIisto77/.-1881-82, I. C. 'Vhite. 

JIathematic8 and JIilitary Science.-:1867-iO, Col. J. R. 'Veaver, 

• Vice Pres1dent, acting PresIdent. 

t Tltles or Pro[es.-;ors wm not be repeated after first printing ot the name. 
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A. M.; 1870-75, Capt. H. H. Pierce, U, S. A.; 1875-77, Lt. E. T. C. 
Richmond, U. S. A.; 18i7-78, E. T. C. Richmond and .T. M. Ingalls; 
1878-79, Maj. T. F. Snyder. 

.3Ialhematlcs.-18i9-81, D. B. PurintonL 


.3£atlwmatlcs and Astron01ny.-1881-82, D. B. ~urinton. 


NafltralSclcnccs.-1867-70, S. G. Stevens. 

Law and Equity.-The Hon.•John A. Dille was Lecturer on Civil 


and Constitutional Law,1868-77 ; from the latter year to the present, 
·St. George T. Brooke. 

Loglc.-18i8-82. D. B. Purinton. 
Anatomy. PltysioloUlI and IIygiene.-Dr. H.- 'V. Brook was 

Lecturer from 1868-77; and from th~ latter year till 188!, Professor. 

PREPARATOHY DEPARTMENT. 

Principals. AS8i.crfants. 
1867-69-F. S. Lyon. O. 'V. Miller. 

1869-70-F. S. Lyon O. 'V. Miller and D. B.Purinton~ 

1870-71-.T. H. McMechan O. 'V. Miller, D. B. Purinton, 

.T. B. Solomon M. L. Temple. 

1871-72-.T. B. Solomon (No names in catalogue.) 

1872-73-.T. B. Solomon B. 'V. Smith. 

F. S. I.Jyon 
1873-74-F. S. I.Jyon D. B. Purinton and B. W. Smith. 

1874-77-F. S. Lyon • t D. B. Purinton and Frank Woods. 

1877-79-A. 'V. Lorentz, A.~L D. B. Purinton and .T. S. Stewart. 

1879-80-A. 'V. I.Jorentz 'V. O. Ison and .T. S. Stewart. 

1~80-82-A..W Lorentz .T. M. Lee and .J. S. Stewart. 

~STHUCTORS. 

Commandant oj Cadets.-1879-80, Maj. W. O. Ison, A. M.; 18S0-~2. 

Maj. .T. M. Lee, A.M. 
Teachcr of Elocltfion.-1868-73, A. G. Alcott, A. B. 
flt8tru,ctOl' of Vocal..l.lfltsic.-1874-S2, D. B. Purinton. 
SIGNAL SERVICE, U. S. ARMy.-1872-73, Sergt. T. L. 'Vatsoll; 1873­

78, Sergt. L. Dunne; 187~-79, .Tohn .T. McLean; 1879-80, .John .J. 
McLean and .John B. Merrill; 1880-82, Sergt. J. C. Sprigg, .Jr. 

After the curriculum was abolished and the University 
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divided into schools, the organization was and is as follows: 

PROFESSORS. 

L School of 1lIetaphysic8.-1882-3-W. 1.1. Wilson; 1883-4-R. C. 
Berkeley. , 

IL School of JlIatltematlc8.-1H82-4-D. B. Purinton. 
IIL School of Ancient Lan.'lua.qes.-1882-3-R. C. Berkeley. 
IV. School of 1lIodcrn Lan.guagcs.-1882-4:~John 1. Harvey. 
V: School of English.-1882-4-F. S. Lyon. 

VL School oj GeolomJ and .1Yatural Hl8torll.-1882-4-John I. 


Harvey. 

VIL School of IIlstorll.-l't!f.32-3-A. ,V. Lorentz; 1883-4-W. P. 
'YiUey, A.M. 

VIIL School oj Agriculture, Chemistry, and Ph!J.'1ics.-1R~2-84-
'Yoodville Latham. 

I.X. School oJ Law and Equit,IJ.-1882-4:-St. George T. Brooke. 
X: Schaolof Anatomy, Physiology and Hy.glene.-1B82-4-B. 'V. 

Allen. A.M.• ?tLD. 

PREPARATORY DEPARTMENT. 

1882-3-Instructors: J. 1\1. Lee, A.M., and J. S. Stewart, M.S.; 
183fJ-4:-A. 'V. Lorentz, principal; J. M. Lee and J. S. Stewart, 
assistant8. 

IIMtrnctor in Vocal llIusic.-18S3-4-D. B. Purinton. 
Chaplaln.-1882-4-Rev. Thomas B. Hughes. 
Secretarics.-1867-70-S. G. Stevens; IBiO-2-.J. B. Solomon; 

1872-5-H. N. Glover; lSi5-83-Robert C. Berkeley; 1883-4-W. P. 
'Yilley. 

Llbralans.-1R67-9-J. R. 'Weaver, A.M.; 1869-i5-Capt.•H. H. 
Pierce. 1875-8 - Robert' C. Berkeley; lSiS-84-J. I. Harvey. 

Sllpcl·inicndcnt.'1 of GI·ounds.-186i-73-George M. Hagans; ISi3­

79-E. Shisler; 1819-SO-l\fajor W. O. Ison; 1S'30-4--J. M. Lee. 
.Tanltors--1867-72-William Pastorius; 1872-84-\Villiam Danser. 

~nLITARY DEPART)lENT. 

Five cadets may be appointed by the Regent in each 
Senatorial District, who receive tuition, books and station­
ery free. The full course is four years. The officers of 



412 HISTORY OF MONONGALIA COUNTY. 


the Cadet Corp's now are J. M. Lee, Major and Commandant; 
D. U. O'Brien, Adjutant; C. N. Cooper, Sergeant Major; 
s. P. Wells, Captain of Artillery; D. U. O'Brien, Chief of 
Ordnance; G. C. Baker, Captain Company "A"; S. P. 

Wells, Captain Company "B." 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES • 

.ALEXANDER MARTIN, the first President of West Virginia 
University, was born in Nairn, Scotland, in 1824, and came 
to this country with his father's family in 1838; graduated 

at Alleghany College in 1848, and was happily manied, at 
Clarksburg, Harrison County, to Miss Carne C. Hursey. 
In the fall of 1846, Dr. Martin passed through ~Iorgantown, 
having come by way of Pittsburg, Brownsville, and Union­
town, en route to Kingwood, where he had engaged to teach 
school in the then recently erected Kingwood Academy. 
The old tavern in the rear of the court-house furnished him 
a lodging place for the night, and the next morning he 
passed over the mountain to Kingwood. After six montlls' 

supervision of the first school in the Kingwood Academy, 
he accepted the position of assista.nt pri~cipal of the his­
toric Northwest Virginia Academy at Clarksburg. When 
the West Virginia Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church was formed, in 1848, Dr. Martin resigned his place 

in the academy, and was stationed at Charleston, where he 
remained for the full term then allowed by his church, when 
he was elected principal of the Academy at Clarksburg. 
Here he labored very successfully for over ten years, when 
he accepted a call to the Fourth Street Church, Wheeling, 
where he remained three years. During the civil war he 
was president of the West Virginia Branch of the Christian 
Commission, and had charge of the hospital work from 

http:assista.nt
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Maryland to Tennessee, and from Harper's Fen'y to the 
Ohio, laboring among the soldiers of both the Confederate 
and Union armies. When at Martinsburg, being apprised 
of a determinatiol} on the part of certain Union soldiers to 
burn the residence of the Hon. Charles James Faulkner, for 
a fancied affront, he went to the commander of the post, 
and, by securing the appointment of additional guards, pre­
vented the carrying out of the design. 

During his second year at Wheeling, the Legislature was 
considering the question of I the locations of the several 

State institutions. Having Nathan Goff, Sr., of Harrison, 

and William Price, of l\'Ionongalia, members of th.e Legis­
lature, at his house for dinner one day, Dr. Martin playfully 
remarked to Mr. Goff, "Of course, you expect the Capital 

located at Clarksburg, but I fear Squire Price will hardly 
get anything for his constituents." To this the company 
assented, but were rather pleased at Dr. Martin's next 

remark, which was the suggestion that Monongalia should 
at" once quietly begin measures and send a delegation to the 
next session prepared with libel'al offers as an inducement 
for the location of the chief school of the State 'at l\tlorgan­

town. The suggestion was carried out, and the University 
is at :Morgantown. 

The Board of Regents at their first meeting unanimously 
elected Dr. Martin president, and instructed him to prepare 

rules and regulations, courses of study, etc., and report to 
them at an adjourned meeting. This h'e did, as well as the 
names of suitable persons for the several professorships. 

During Dr. 1\Iartin's term the school rose from nothing (it 

may be said) to an attendance of 171 students; its graduates 
rose from one to thirteen in a single year; liberal appropri­
ations 'Were secured, and fine buildings erected. Dr. 1\la1'­
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tin's chief aim was to make the institution acceptable to all 
parties' and sects. The Board of Regents having deter­
mined on annual elections of the faculty, Dr. 1\Iartin, beliav­
ing that this would be hurtful to the University, resigned 
the presidency, and, at a much higher salary, accepted the 
presidency of the Indiana Asbury University, which posi­
tion he still holds. Dr. 1\tlartin's titles are, Doctor of Divin­
ity (D.D.), and Doctor of Laws (LL.D.). 

JOHN RHEY THOMPSON, the second president of the West 
Virginia University, was born at Carrolltown, Ohio, March 
14, 1852. Early apprenticeship to the printer's trade stim­

ulated his disposition to read, and gave him a bent toward 
journalism. He was graduated from Mount Union College, 
Ohio, in July,1871. Yielding to a call to the Christian 
ministry, a shod time before his graduation he was admitted 
to the Pittsburgh Conference of the l\1ethodist Episcopal 

Church, and appointed to a pastoral charge. Though so 
young, his ability and success won him immediate recogni­
tion among his brethren. In 1\1arch, 1873, he married Miss 

Mary V., daughter of the Rev. 'Ym. Cox, D.D., of the Pitts­
burgh Conference. A few days later he was transfelTed to 
the West Virginia Conference, and stationed at the Chapline 
Street Church in Wheeling. Here, within the brief space 
of three years (the limit of the pastoral term of his denom­
ination,) he became one of the best known and most popu­
Jar ministers of tlle city: In 1\larch, 1876, he was appointed 
pastor at Morgantown. This church is one of great impor­
tance. The congregation is one of remal'kable intelligence 
and refinement. Here Mr. Thompson found a congenial 

neld fm' the eXe1'cise of all his rare qualities of mind and 

heart. 
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Since June, 1875, the Univel'sity had been without a 

president. The attendance of students had greatly de­
creased; and the institution was still declining in January, 
1877, when 1\lr. Thompson, without his solicitation, was 

elected president, thus becoming the youngest college pres­
ident in Am~rica. l\'Iany doubts were expressed of the 
wisdom of putting one so young and without experience as 
an educator in so important and difficult a position. He 

entered upon the duties of president in 1\Iarch following his 
election, and threw himself into the work with all his most 
remarkable energy. Passing from town to town, often from 

one country neighborhood to another, attending picnics, 

Sunday-school conventions and church dedications, as well 
as educational meetings and sessions of ecclesiastical bodies, 

he preached, lectured, and visited from house to.house, 

becoming familiar with public men as ,veIl as with the life 

of the common people. The increased attendance on the 

University, in the darkest days of financial distress, 
witnessed to the substantial success of his work. When 
popular sentiment had been awakened, he addressed himself 

to the particular duties of his chair. Here he was very 

Successful also; and during his presidency the equipment 
of the University was increased, the faculty enlarged, and 
schools of law and medicine founded. 

Convinced of the State's gl'eat need of an educational 
paper, he, in November, 1878, began the publication of the 

lVe8t Virginia JO'lll'nal of Education. The pressure of 

"Vurious duties, in connection with declining health, obliged 

him to give up his journalistic labors; and, after a success­
ful year, the paper was mel'ged into the ~lTen' England 
Journal oj~ i!.rlucation. 

In 1880,-1\1r. Thompson represented his Conference in 
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the General Conference at Cincinnati. Receiving an invi­
tation to become pastor of Hedding Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Jersey City, New Jersey, he resigned the presi­

dencyof the University in March, 1881, and accepted the 
proffered appointment. Never enjoying the routine of the 
recitation-room, and having early became convinced that 

no success, however brilliant, in educational work could 
compensate the sacrifice of his great opportunity as a. 

Christian minister, he accepted the unexpected call to a. 

large church in close proximity to New York City, as the 

voice of Providence. The students and the Board of 
Regents, in various ways, testified their regard, and he was 

banqueted by a number of the leading citizens of Morgan­
town, regardless of sect or party. He is a natural orator. 
As a child he was fond of disputation, and was armed with 

all the facts the newspapers furnished. At a war meeting 
in his native town, during the dark days of our civil strife, 
when the greatest possible effect was sought, he was chosen 

to give a patriotic declamation with speeches by some of 
the most eminent orators of Ohio. Mr. Thompson is now 
pastor of Grace Methodist Episcopal Church in Brooklyn, 

New York. 

WILLIAM LYNE WILSON, the third and last president of the 

University, was born May 3, 1843, in Jefferson County, (now) 
West Virginia. His father died in 1847, and he was left 

the only son of his mother; was educated at the Charles­
town Academy, Columbian College, D. C., where he was 

graduated B.A. in 1860, and at the University of Virginia. 
He served in the Confederate army. From 1865 to 1867 

was assistant professor of Ancient Languages in Columbian 

College, and n'om 1867 to 1871 professor of Latin; 
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studied law, and grach;mted in the law department of that 
institution in 1867. In 1871, he resigned his professorship, 
and began the practice of law in Charlestown. Sel'ved as 

County Superint~ndent of Free Schools, for three years. 
In 1880, was a delegate to the National Democratic Con­
vention at Cincinnati, and was chosen Elector-at-large on 
the Hancock ticket in West Virginia. In June, 1882, he 
was elected president of the 'Vest Virginia University, and 
entered upon the office September 6th, but on September 

. 20th, he was nominated, by acclamation, as the Democratio 
candidate for Congi'ess, in the Second District, and elected 
in October. Resigned the presidency, to take effect l\Iarcb 
4, 1883; but, at the unanimous petition of the l'egents, 
faculty and students, remained at the University until the 
end of the session, in June, 1883, refusing to accept any 
salary after his tel'm as member of Congress began. Mr. 
'Vilson l'eceived the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws, 
(LL.D.) from the Columbian University in 1883. 

ROBER'.r C. BERKELEY, chairman of the Faculty of 'Yest 
Virginia University, was graduated at the University of 
Virginia in 1861. He taught in 'Vashington College, l\Iary­
land, from 1867 to 1873, when· he was elected professor of 

Ancient Languages and Literature in 'Vest Virginia Uni­
versity, a position he has held for ten years. Prof. Berke­

ley served as ~ibrarian and Secretary of. the Faculty from 
1875 to 1883. The Board of Regents, ill June, 1883, abol­

i~hing the presidency, established the office of chairman of 
the Faculty, and elected Professor Berke~ey thereto. 

J'OHN W. SCOTT was born in York County, Pennsylvania, 

in 1807, and bT}'ac1uated at Jefferson College in 1827. He 
27 
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served in the ministry, turned his attention to teaching, and 
was president of Washington College for twelve years. He 
became principal of 1Voodburn Seminary, and was the last 
principal of Monongalia Academy. Dr. Scott was elected 
the first vice president of West Virginia University; and, 
in the fall of 1875, while serving as vice president, he -be­
came acting president, and continued in that capacity until 
March 28, 1877. Dr. Scott was a profound scholar, a min­
istel' of the Presbyterian Church, and a man of great force 
of character. His degrees were, Doctor of. Divinity and 
Doctor of Laws. He died in North Carolina, July 25,1879, 

having passed his three score and ten years. 

FRANKLIN" S. LYON was born in Massachusetts in 1819, 
but his parents r~moved to New York, ana he graduated at 
t~e University of Rochester in 1852. He taught in Albion 
Academy (New York) for eight consecutive years, being 
principal one-half of the time; and taught the the Male 
Seminary in the Indian Territory for two and a half years. 
Prof. Lyon 'came to Morgantown in 1867, and was a member 
of the first faculty of the University, apd the only one of it 
now connected with the school. He went to l\Iichigan in 
1871, and was principal of Fenton Seminary, and thence 
removed to the Indian Territory, and was United States 
Indian Agent for the Creek Nation until 1873, when he re­
turned, and again became connected with the University, 
and served as vice president for five years, and is now pro­
fessOl' of the School of English. 

SAMUEL G. STEVENS is a native of New England; was 
educated at Dartmouth, and has followed teaching for 

many years. After severing his connection with the UniYer­
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sity, of which he was vice president for four yeal's, he 
went to Kentucky, and taught. He at present resides in 

Louisville. 

D. BOARDMAN PURINTON, as stude~t, teacher, professor, 
"Vice president and acting president, has been connected 
with the University since it first opened. Under his admin­
istration in 1881-2 the University enrolled the largest number 
of students ever in attendance. He i::; the son of the Rev. J. 
M. Purinton, D.D.,and was born in Preston County, in 1850. 
In 1866, he taught in the George's Creek Academy (Smith­
field, Penn.), and, in 1867, entered the Preparatory depart­
ment of the University. He graduated in 1873, in the mean­

while having taught two years (1869-71) in the Preparatory 
department. After his graduation he taught in this 
department until 1877, \vhen he became Professor of Logic, 
and became vice president in 1881, and was acting 
president D:om }Iarch, 1881, to June, 1882. He was the 

last vice president of the institution. }Ir. Purinton was 
married in 1876 to :Miss .Florence A., daughter of Prof. F. 
S. Lyon, and at present is the Professor of the School .of 
Pure and Applied Mathematics. 

ADAM 'V. LORENTZ was born in Lewis County in 1836. 
He was a student from' 1854-56, and a teacller, from 1856 
to 1864, in MonOllgalia Academy, being acting principal 
the last year. His degree of A.M. was conferred by 
1Vashington College, Penn., in 1857. He was teller fOl' a 
year in the First National Bank of ",Vheeling, anel engaged 
in the m81'cantile and drug business in Morg~ntown from 
1866 to 1875; became principal of the Preparatory 
department in 1877; was elected Treasurer in 1871, and 
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has been annually re-elected since that time to the same 

position. 

JOHN I.IIARVEY was born in Charlotte .County;Virginia, 

in 1840; graduated at Richmond College in 1859, and 

attended the University of Virginia in 1859-60. From 

1860 to 1865 he spent at Geottingen, Heidelburg and the 

University of France. Since 1866, he has followed teach­

ing, and was principal of Graves College, Ky., for some 

time. 

S'f. GEORGE TUCKER BROOKE was born in Albemarle 

Couuty, Virginia, in 1844; studied law at the University of 

Virginia in 1867-9; practiced law in Southwestern Virginia 

in 1871, and then at Charlestown, Jefferson County, until 

1877, when he was elected to the chair of Law and Equity 

in the University, which he has held ever since. In 1882, 

he made his permanent residence at l\'Iorgantown. 

'VOODYILLE LATHAl\I was born in Mississippi, in 1837; 

attended Columbian College (Washington City) for five or 

six years, and then graduated in several schools at the 

University of Virginia. He has been teaching ever since, 

except uuring the late wal'~ when he was executive officer 

and Superintendent of b.bratory in one of the largest 

Southern arsenals; was the assistant of the celebrated Dr. 

Gressner Harrison. He resided at Chadeston, Kanawha. 

County, in 1880, when appointed Professor of Agricul­

ture, Chemistry and Physics; and, in 1883, was re-appointecl 

Professor in the School of Agriculture, Chemistry and 

Physics. 

BEXJAMIN 'V. ALLEN was born at Kingwood, Preston 

County, in 1824; graduated at 'Yashington College, Penn., 
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and at the University of Virginia, in which latter institution 
of learning he was Demonstrator of Anatomy from 1853 try 
1865. Dr. Allen removed to Wheeling; served as a mem­
ber of the Board of Regents; in June, 1882, was elected 
Professor in the school of Anatomy, Physiology and 
Hygiene ill the University. Dr. Allen's medical drawings 
are fine specimens of art in that line. 

ISRAEL C. WHITE was born November 1, 1848, ill what is 
now Battelle District, 1\Ionongalia County. He is of 
English nationalty; graduated at 'Vest Virginia University 
in 1872; taught school in Pennsylvania and New Jersey, 
and became connected with the Sf'cond Geological Survey 
of Pennsylvania in 1875; took a post-graduate course of 
Geology and Chemistry at Columbia College, New York. 
In 1876, he worked along the Ohio line, and harmonized 
the Pennsylvania and Ohio geological surveys. From 1875 
to the present time, he has surveyed many of the important 
counties of Pennsylvania. Prof._ White is the author of eight 
volumes of the Second Geological Survey of that State, 
and his present work on Huntingdon, Snyder and Union 
'Will constitute a ninth volume. He is a member of the 
Academy of Natural Sciences (N. Y.), a member of tho 
American Philosophical Society, and Fellow of the Amer­
ican Association for the Advancement of Science. He is a, 

contributor to T/~e Virginias, at Staunton. His geological 
excursions, with the seniors of the University, through 
West Virginia and Virginia, are of great value. In 1877, 
he was elected a professor in tIn 'Vest Virginia ITniversity, 
where he now holds the chah' of Geology and Natura) 
History. He is acknowledged throughout the United 
States as a leading geologist. 
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J. MeM. LEE came from Hancock County, ,V. Va. He 

gt'aduated from the University. in 1878; became an assist­
ant in the Preparatory department and')commandant of 

-cadets in 1880, which position he now holds. 

JAl\IES S. STEWART is a native of Wayne County, Ohio; 

-graduateu in the scientific course in 1878, and in the elas­

.sical in 1883; became an assistant in the Preparatory de­

partment in 1878, in which department he is at present an 

"instructor. 

ALUl\INI OF WEST VIllaINIA UNIVERSITY. 

18iO. 
l\Iarmauuke H. Dent, A.M. 

1871. 
Oliver H. Dille, M.S. 'Vm. E. Jolliffe, A.M. 

1872. 
.John H. Drabell, A.M. Benj. W. Smith, A. M . 
Allen E. McLane, A.M. I. C. 'Vhite, A.M.' 

1873. 
Chas. M. Babb, A.M. Taylor B. McClure, M.S. 
Daniel 'V. Border, A.M. Thomas H. Price, M.S., M.D. 
'Vm. L. Bougner, M.S. 'Vm. T. Pritchard, M.S. 
James F. Brown, A.M. Daniel B. Purinton, A.M. 
Edmund T. Bullock, A. M . Marcellus L. Temple, A.M. 
.John T. Harris, M.S. Jamesjr. Waters, A.M. 

George P. Linch, M.S. 

18i4. 
*Richard V. Chadwick. A.M. Charles 'V. Lynch, A.M. 
.John S. 'V. Dean, A.M. Ellsworth E. Moran, A.l\I. 
\Villiam l\I. Howell, A.M. Frank 'Voods, A.M. 

Thomas P. Jacobs, A.M. 
18;5. 

Samuel Shugert Adams, A.l\I. James V. Martin, A.M. 
R. H. Dolliver, A.M. J. J. Peterson, A.M. 
J. P. Dolliver, A.M. A. J.J. Purinton, A.M. 

Franklin A. Golden, B. S. 

*Decea~d. 
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1876. 
John C. Anderson, M.S. George Summers Laidley, M.S. 
Luke H. Frasher, A.1\f. James Henry Nash, M.S. 
Harry Dana Hubbard, M.S. Thomas C. Ramage, M.S. 
Willey Owens Ison, A.M. Daniel Elliot 'Vetzel, A. M. 

Howard Mason Kemp, B. S. 

'Villiam Gay Brown, A.M. 
Clarence B. Dille, A.1\!. 
Joseph H. Hawthorne, A.M. 
Thomas M. Hood, A.M. 

18n. 
Everett C. Smith, M.S. 
Harry J. Snively. A.M. 
John L. Steele, A.1\!. 
James S. St.ewart, :M.S. 

Daniel R. Rogers, A.1\I. 
1878. 

*Alpheus F. Courtney, B.S. Benjamin S. Morgan, A.M. 
Alston Gordon Dayton, A. M. Enoch Jasper Marsh, A.M. 
James McMillen Lee, A ..M. Daniel Rich, A. ". 

18i9. 
George Dana Purinton, A. 1\1. Spencer S. 'Vade, M.S. 

'Villiam A. Rogers, A.l\L 

18RO. 
Charles Edwin Grafton, B.S. George A. Pearre, Jr., A.B. 
B. L. Keenan, B.S. A. A. 'Vaters, A. B. 

John Nelson Marsh, A.B. 
1881. 

Thomas E. Hodges, A.B. William 1\1. Hyland, A.B. 
Howard N. Ogden, A. B. 

1882. 
Thomas R. Boyd, A.B. Theophilus E. Hodges, A.B. 
Zalmon Kent Brown, A.B. Elias D. Jeffries, A.B. 
David Hall Courtney. A.B. James Henry Lawhead, B.S. 
Arthur L. Cox, B.S. G. C. Lewis, A.B. 

James Henry Stewart, A.B. 

Ge:)l'ge C. Bakel', A. B. 

'Villiam T. Bland, B.S. 
S. B. Brown, A.B. 

'Valter Hough, A. B. 
I. G. Lazzell, A.B. 
S. P. 'VeIls, Jr., B.S. 

1883. 
Luther :\1. Boyers, A. B. 
Benjamin Brown, A. B. 
.I. F. Corke, A.B. 

John L. Johnson, B.S. 
John E. Musgrave, A.B. 
G. O. Foster, A.B. 
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Tho following is an exhibit of the number of students 

enrolled annually from the beginning: 

t867-8, total 124. 1872-3, total 144. 1877 -8, total 118. 
1868-9, total 154. 1873-4, total 138. 1878-9, total 135. 
1869-70, total 16t. 1874-5, total 125. 1879-80, total 132. 
1870-1, total 166. 187·)-6, total 96. \ 1880-1, total 162. 
• 871-2, 	total 159. 1876-7, total 93. 1881-2, total 177.. 

1882-3, total 159. 

Among the ~Ionongalians graduating from other colleges, 
the followhlg have been procured: F. H. Pierpont, Alle­
gany College, Penn.; 1Vaitman T. Willey, Madison College, 
Penn.; E. 1\1. and L. 'V. Wilson, Jefferson College, Penn.; 
W. A. Hanway, J. S. Reppert, Dudley Evans, O. V{. Miller 
and 1Villiam }t~ills, Washington College, Penn.; 'Villiam P. 
Willey, Dickinson College. 

WEST VInGINIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

In acceptance of invitations issued by the faculty of West 
Virginia University, a preliminary meeting was held in the 
hall of the Columbian Literary Society, Thursday evening, 
September 30, 1869, with W. T. Willey, Chairman, and 
John J. Brown, S~cletary. Committees were appointed on 
Founders, Constitution and Charter, which I·eported at a 
meeting held at Grafton, December 30,1869, and a perma­

nent organization was effected. The Regents gave the 
Society a I'oom in the University, where its library and 
collections are to be kept. Two regular meatings are held 
annually-one at some designated point in the State, and 

the other on the third 'Vednesdayof June at Morgantown. 
The fhst President was Dr. Thomas H. Logan; the present 

one is the HOll. Charles James Faulkner. The following 
members have been elected from Monongalia: Alexander 
Martin, W. T. Willey, J. J. Stevenson, Geofge M. Hagans, 
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s. G. Stevens, H. H. Pierce, F. W. Wood, F. S. Lyon, John 
A. Dille, H. W. Brock, R. L. Berkshire, George C. Sturgiss, 
Joseph A. McLane, John J. Brown (the foregoing Wel'e the 
Committe on 9rganization), William A. Hanway, A. W. 
Lorentz, A. L. 'Vade, D. H. ChadWick, 1Villiam Wagner, J. 
M. Hagans, L. S. Hough, James Evans, E. H. Coombs, O. 
W. Miller, N. N. Hoffman, W. C. McGrew, J. L. Simpson, 
J. B. Solomon, P. H. Keck, J. 1\1. Warden and A. G. Davis. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

JOURNALISTIC HISTORY. 

Progress in Journalism-List of the Newspapers Pllblished in 

Monongalia County-The First Paper in Virginia West of the 

Alleghany Mountains-Particular Description of Each Paper 
Published in Monongalia, with Extracts-Early Pre~ses, Etc. 

" Were It lett to me to decide whether we should have It Government without 
Newspapers, or Sewspapers without a Government, I should not hesitate It moment to 
prefer the latter."-Tlwmas Jefferson. 

"In thIs age Newspapers are 'Popular Educators'." 

THE progress of journalism in the Unitec1 States within the 
past few years ha.s been truly wonderful. This advance­

ment has not been in the discovery of new fields, but in the 
cultivation of those hitherto neglected. In local journalism 

this development is best illustrated in the increased interest 
taken in the collection of home news. The early journals 

of Monongalia, as well as other country newspapers every­

whe~e, filled their columns with news items of the Old 

W orId, clippings, and the like. The happenings of home 

had little or no space in them. Indeed, more history is 

founa among the advertisements of these old papers than 

in their columns of "reading matter." EditOl·S of country 

journals, however, were forced to learn that, with their limi­

ted space and facilities, they could not compete with the 

city weeklies in the publication of the general news; but 

that their energies must be confined principally to the 

development of the field whose boundaries are commen­

surate with the geograrphical interests of thei!· readers. 

The country weekly and the city daily and weekly each has 

no field of it own, and neither one covers both. 
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In this great journalistic advance, the newspapers of 
Monongalia have not been behind. To-day better home 
newspapers are nowhere to be found in the State than are 

those of this county; nor do we know of country news­

papers of counties of equal population and wealth any­
where which surpass them in the full and complete chroni­

cling of the events of their territory. 

The -first paper published in lIonongalia County (1803) 

was, also, the first published in the State west of the 
Alleghany l\Iountains. 

The following are the names of the papers which have 
been published in Monongalia County: 

Saine of PapPi". Date of Pil"st ISfHtP. 

~Ionongalla Gazctte and Morgantown Advertiser (probably) January, 1803 
)Ionongalla Gazette ---,1810 
The Morgantown Spectator OCtober, 1815 
The :Monongalia Herald • December 24, 1820 
The Northwestern .Journal --,1822 
lIIonongalla Chronicle --,182.') 
The MonongaUa Farmer ---,1828 
The Republican lIarch, 1829 
The )fOnongalian .January, 1831 
Democratic Republican February, 183.') 
'1'he DemocratIc Watchtower • --,1842 
The Virginia Shield --,184.1 
The Northwestern Journal . --,1843 
The :\Iountaineer --,1845 
Western Virginia Standard l"ebruary, lSlB 
The )tonongaUan --,1849 
The MononlpUa. ~Ilrror August, 1819 
The .Jeffersonlan --,1849 
The )lountaln Messeng-er --,18.')2 
Tbe Democratic Republlcan August, 1852 
The Album --,1854 
Amerlcan UnIon June, 18.'>5 
Toe .Morgantown Telegraph --,18.'>5 
Virginia Weekly Star August, 18.'>6 
West Virgin!!). Herald --,1862 
The Morgantown Monitor --,186.1 
'fhe Morgantown Weekly Post )rarch, 181}t 

The Constitution Aprll, 1868 
University Bulletin --,1874 
New Dominion Aprll, 18;G 
The West Virginia Journal of Education Xo\"cmber, 18iS 

The .J.1IonoJlgalia Gazette, the first paper published in the 
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county, was a sheet 16x20 inches; four pages, with four 

columns to the page. The oldest number found is of the 

date of Saturday, June 23, 1804, and is No. 25. It was 
published by Campbell & Britton, at six cents per copy or, 

"two dols. per am." The name at this time was J.lIonongalia 

Gazette and Morgantown Advertiser. No column TIlles were 
used, and it was printed on the heavy, rough, all-l'ag news 
paper of that day, which stands the touch of .time so 
admirably. The first page of No. 25 is filled with the news 
(several weeks old) from France, England and Portugal. 

The second page contains more news from Europe and items 
from Asia, and an advertisement of a house of entertain­
ment, kept by 'Villiam Price, 011 Dunkard Bottom (now in 
Preston County). The space of the third page is wholly 
taken up with advertisements, mostly legal, from Htwrison 
and Monongalia counties, with two notices warning persons 
not to trade for certain promissory notes; an advertisement 

of J olln Thompson" opening the tailol'ing business in its 
various branches in Morgantown;" a notice fro]u John 
Nicklin, M.D., to delinquent subscribers; a notice to the 
Monongalia Troop of Cavalry; and an advertisement of 

blank deeds and other conveyances and forthcoming bonds 

"for sale at this office." The fourth page has a "Poet's 

Corner," in which appears a poem written "for the 

Gazette," by" X,'~ entitled the" Calamities of St. Domingo." 
News from New Orleans, other domestic news and some 

foreign intelligence, together with a request to " Gentlemen 
holding subscl'iption papm's for the Tlleological J.1Iagazine" 

to forward them to" this office as soon as possible," fill the 

rest of this page. The issue for January 17, 1806,* is a 

• It Is" Vol. VI.-Xo. l:;S." The number Is eVIdently the whole number, or number 
of Issues m~de; and this would show that the paper must ha,"e been started In Jan­
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sheet reduced in size to 12txI5l inches, containing only 12 

columns. It was published by J. Campbell, and the name 

was lYle .1.lIonongalia Gazette. The first and second pages 
are taken up with an account 'of the debate in Congress on 

the importation of slaves into the United States after 1807. 
The third and fourth pages are filled with adverlisem_ents, 

chiefly legal; and there appears a list of letters remaining 
in the postoffice at Morgantown, January 1, 1807, and also a 
list at Clarksburg, of the same date.* The jJfonongalia 

Jlirror, in an obitual'Y notice of Joseph Campbell, says that 
he came from Ireland, learned the printer's trade in 
Philadelphia, and, with Forbis Britton, published the 

JIonongalia Gazette,. after serving as Sheriff and Coroner, he 
removed to :rvlarion County, and died there in 1850, at the 
age of ·seventy. 

T~e .1)08t, of November 19, 1870, contains a letter 

describing a numbel; of the Monongalia Gazette, published 

by John Osborn Laidley. The paper described was Vol. I., 
No. 21, llnd was of the issue of August 10, 1810. Price 

$2 per year, and the size was that of a sheet of brown 

wrapping paper. 

The JIonongalia SjJeetator was' the next paper started. 
Its first issue was in October, 1815. It was published 

every Saturday, by. William M'Granahan & Co., and after­

wards by "'Villiam l\I'Granahan-Publisher of the Laws of 
the Union." The sheet was I8x23 inches; four pages, 16 

columns. No column nIles were used. The subscription 

price was $2 per year in advance, and "clean rags" were 

uary, 18003; perhaps earHer, tor It Is most probable that there were Interruptions ot the 
regular weekly Issues. The volume must have consIsted or 26 ISSUes, and not 52, as is 
now the case wIth all weeklIes. 

* The copIes or thIS paper referred to were kindly furnished the author by E. L. 
:Mathers, of ~[orgal\town. 
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solicited in payment at four cents per pound. The first and 
second pages of I the issue of Saturday, April 17, 1819, a1'e 

occupied by the acts of the second session of the Fifteenth 
Congress, "published by authority." Each act is signed 
by " H. Clay, Speaker of the House of Represent­
atives," and "Jas. Barbour, President of the Senate, 
pro tempore." Then follows the date of the passage, 
and the words, "Appruved. James Monroe." On the 
fourth· page is nearly a column of humorous extracts; 
a notice to pensioners from the Tl'easury Department; 
three proclamations by President l\Ionroe, concerning 
the sale of public lands in the West; notice to "the 1st 
Battalion of the 76th Regiment, 10th Brigade, 3d Divis­
ion of Virginia l\Iilitia," to attend a regimental muster at 
Morgantown on May 6th, signed by "R. Scott, Major"; 
two notices warning persons not to trade for certain prom­
issory notes; two notices of "Marshal's Sale," signed by 

" Rawley Evans, Deputy Marshal for Isaac H eiskel, Mar­

shal of the 4th Chancery Distl'ict, Virginia"; a long list of 

letters remaining uncalled for in the Morgantown postoffice, 

April 1, 1819, signed "A. Hawthorn, P. l\I."; and an ofl'er of 

"$50 Reward," by Henry Smith, of near Fredericktown, 

Washington County, Penn., for the return of a dark bay 
mare stolen from his stable. 011 the third page are some 

election news; announcements of James Tibbs, Col. Dud­

ley Evans and Alpheus P. 'Vilson, candidates for the "next 
general assemhly of Virginia"; a letter from John 'Yagner, 

giving his I'eason for opposing, in the House of Delegates, 
the project of making a "wagon road over Laurel Hill for' 

near thirty miles," and a savage review of the communica­

tion by the editor; some" steamboat ne~vs," agricultural 

items, an article on the cruelties of slavery (from "the 
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sequel of Capt. Riley's highly interesting nan'atiYe "); 
humorous items, a poem, and a notice from a man warning 

all persons from "harboring or trusting " his wife, who 
had left his bed and board" without any just cause or prov­
ocation," followed by a notice from the same man, concern­

ing those" who have forged an advertisement in regard to 
me and my wife, contrary to my orders." He declares, "I 
shall make a public example of their conduct, and in doing 

so I shall consider that I am doing justice to myself, in put­
ting an end to such out.rage." 

Another copy of Tlte Spectator contains the following 
communication: 

", To all to whom these presents may come, Greeting: 
"KNOW YE, that by virtue of an act of the General Assembly, 

passed at the last session of the Virginia Legislature, entitled •an 
act further to prevent unlawful gaming,' they have condemned me 
and my associates to banishment from this commonwealth, or to 
the flames. Therefore, all who have any interest in the welfare of 
captain Jack of Diamonds and his associates, will please to attend 
at Morgan Town, the last week in April to amuse yourselves and 
bid us a final adieu, inasmuch as the first of May is the day fixed 
on for our departure. ACE OI!' SrADES" " 

The publishers seem to have been 'Yilliam l\I'Granahan,* 
Nicholas B. Madera and Ralph Berkshire. The paper did 

not continue later than 1819. Its motto was, "'Villing to 
Praise-But not afraid to Blame." 

TIle .1.1fonongalia IIerald "edited and printed by J arues 

~I. Barbour for Wm. Barbour," came next. The first issue 

Was on December 24, 1820. Size, 18x23; $2 per annum; 

: ." Regularly, once a week, on the day the paper was '>truck off, ::'Il'Granl1han called 
on 'Uncle :NIck' [Nicholas B. Madera] for money to buy whi,>key to thin the printing 
Ink. For a long time It was cheerfully furnIshed, nntll one day·' Uncle :Nick' 
concluded to vL'lit the Office, and see how things were getting on, when his I1ghteous 
SOul was greatly vexed within him, to find his working partner lying under the 
ZWil1ti1l0 PI'ess dead drunk."-JoTm J. BI'olcn's Centellllial .ldd/"ess. 
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four pages, sixteen columns, and column rules used. Its 
motto was, "Ours are the plans of fair, delightful peace­
unwarped by party rage, to live like brothers." "Wheat~ 

rye, oats, corn, flax, linen, lindsey, wool, tow, bacon, sugar, 
tallow, beeswax and l'ags" were received on subscriptions. 
We have no copies later than July, 1821. The IIerald con­
tained very little home news, except what is in the adver­
tisements, which are quaint in expression ana make-up. 'Va 
copy two of these from the issue of.May 5, 1821 : 

"50 DOLLARS Rf;;WARD.-Ran away from the subscriber, living in 
Morgantown, on Thursday, the 8th of February, a negro girl named 
Rachel, about nineteen years of age, stout and well made, tolerably 
black, thick lips, flat nose, a wild, roguish countenance, thou~h not 
a homely girl. Had on when she went away a new blue lindsey 
dress, strong shoes and stockings-her other clothing not known. 
The above reward will be given if taken out of the State of Vir­
ginia, and ten dollars if taken in the State aforesaid, and all rea­
sonable charges brought home. R. BERKSHIRE. 

"Morgantown, March 2, 1821." 

"'VEAYING.-Michael Courtney respectfully informs his friends 
and the public in general, that he has commenced and intends car­
rying on the double and single Cover-led and Damask weaving, in 

all its various branches, at Scott's Ferry, Smiles from Morgantown. 
From his experience in ~his business, he flatters himself that he 
will be able to render general satisfaction to those who may favor 
him with their custom, in terms suited to the times. A liberal 
share of public patronage is respectfully solicited. 

"March Sl." 

The .L,,\rO},tlnce8teJ'n Journal.-Of .thi~ newspaper Tlw 1~o8t, 

in 1881, giyes a description of a copy furnished by Fl'ank A. 
Shean, as follows: It was 18x23 inches in size; price, $2; 
published by N. B. Madel'a, and edited by James Barbour; 
the number was dated May 11, 1822. 

The J.1Iollongalia Olt'J'onicle was started in 1825, by Henry 
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& Carpenter, at ~2 per year, in advance; and flax, beeswax, 
wo.ol, feathers, tallow and corn were taken in payment of 
subscriptions. It was continued by Carpenter and William 
Thompson, whose first issue was volume one, number twen­
ty-four, and dated January 19, 1828. It was a four-page 
sheet, 19x24, with four columns to the page. Its motto 
was, "The freedom of the press is one of the great bulwarks 
of liberty." On February 16, 1828, Carpenter went out of 
the firm, and the paper ,,,,as issued that day enlarged to 
20x26, with five columns to the page, and its motto changed 
to, "Internal improvements, domestic manufactures.-Open 
to all parties, influenced by none." The last issue found is 
that of September 25, 1828. 

Tlte jJlonongalia Farmer was started about 1828, and 
was run by Francis Madera and Enos D. Morgan. 1\'Iorgan 
bought out the press in 1834, and started the IJemocratic 
Republican. TlwFarmer is said to have been a sheet about 
20x30. N~ copies of it can be found. 

T lw Republican wa.s started by Enos D. l\'Iorgan on 
Saturday, March 28, 1829, at $1.75 per annum. It was a 
four-page sheet, 19x24, sixteen columns. August 1, it was 
enlarged to 19x26, twenty columns. On the 10th of October 
its name was The Republican and 1:>reston and Monongalia 
Advertiser, and was issued by Enos D. Morgan and one 
Dunnington. The last number to be found is July 10, 1830. 
Enos D. Morgan was the son of Capt. Zackwell Morgan. 
He was born in 1807, and died in 1857. 

Tlw Honongalian was published by Elisha Moss, at S2 
per annum. Its first issue was January 22, 1831. Its size 
was 19x26; four pages, twenty columns. The last number 
found is dated June 9, 1832. 

The Democratic Republican was started about February, 
28 
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1835, by Enos D. l"Iorgan, and published at $2 per annum. 
-It was 20x30, four pages, 24 columns. Its motto was, "Our 
Country and our Country's Friends." The issue of June 3, 
1837, was volume three, number ten; whole number 114. 
The last number found was published in the year 1839. In 
1840, it is said, Morgan changed politics and became a 
Whig, and that the paper was 'Vhig until it ended in 1842. 

The .LYortl~western Journal was started in the fall of 1843, 
by Enos D. Morgan, who had bought the press of the 
8ill~ Culturist at Brandonville (Preston County). The 
paper was a four-page sheet, about 22x32, twenty-four 
columns. It continued till 1845. 

The Denwcratic IVlltchtower was the name of a paper 
projected about 1842, by Joseph H. Powell and a man by 
the name of Treadwell. Treadwell got on a drunken spree 
about the time the first number was ready to go to press, 
and it was never issued. 

The Virg£ni(tSltield was issued about 1843, and was about 
20x30 in size. It was edited by Joseph H. Powell, and was 
Democratic. 

The .ll[o1lntaineer was publis~led in 1845, by A~dr~'w l\Ic­
Donald and Boaz B. Tibbs. It was Democratic in politics, 
and was a four-page sheet, about half the size of The Post. 

It is said to have continued about a year, but no copy of 
the paper can be found. The publishers rented the press 
of the lYortl"western Journal. . 

The Western Virginia Standard was a Whig paper, pub­
lishecl by George S. Ray, at ~1.50 per annum. Its fhst issue 
was on Saturday, February '14, 1846. It was a four-page 
papel', 22x~2 inches, twenty-four columns. Its motto was, 
"A people to be truly free must first be wise and good." 

The last number found was published in March, 1847. It 
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was printed on the press of the Northwestern Journal and 

ran till about 1849. Tl~e Standard was a modern looking 
sheet, and some attention was paid to local news, but 
not to the extent, by any means, that it receives now. 

Tlw Monongalian.-It seems this paper had been run in 
1849, by George S. Ray, as The jJflrror offered to fill out 

its unexpired subscriptions. 
Tlw Je:/fersonian was started in 1849, and but one issue 

was made, it is said. John Beck was the proprietor. 
The Monongalia 1-lirror was published and edited by the 

Rev. Simeon Siegfried at $1.50 per annum. The first num­
ber was issued Saturday, August 11, 1849, and the last one 

June 23, 1855. It claimed to be independent in politics. 

At first it was a folio, 20x32, with twenty-four columns; but 
enlarged afterward to 22x36, four pages, and twenty-eight 
columns. The pi'ice was" $1.50 in advance, $2.00 after six 

months, and $2.50 if never paid-without coercion." It 
was printed on the press of the Northwestern Jou'l'nal. Mr. 
Siegfried was a minister in the Baptist Church, and had 
followed printing thirty-three years before he came to 1\101'­

gantown. He was a great advocate of temperance. He 
went back to Pennsylvania, where, it is said, he died hut a 
few years ago.' 

The lJfountain JIessenger, or Baptist Recorder, (probably 
it bore both names,) a religious paper, was publishe<l by 
Mr. Siegfried in the interest of the Baptist denomination. 
No number of it can be- found. It is said to have been 

started in 1852, and to have continued for a year or two. 
It was about the size of the ~1i1'1'o1'. 

The Democratic Republican was published and edited by 

George M. Howard and B. F. Beall, at $1.50 .per annum. 

Its first issue was in August, 1852. It Jwas a fQUI-page 
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sheet, 24x37, with twenty-eight columns. Its motto was, 
"States' Rights-National Union." It was a Democratic 
paper, and is said to have continued till 1855. It was 
printed on the first iron press ever used in the county. 

The A merican Union was published and edited by Sim­

eon Siegfried, Jr., at $1.50 per annum. The first number 
was issued Saturday, June 30, 1855. It was 24x36 inches 
in size, four pages and twenty-eight columns. In politics it 
was American (Know Nothing). Its motto was, "Liberty 
and Union, now and forever, one and inseparable." 

The Album (probable Odd Fellows' Album) was issued 
~ 

about 1854, by Simeon Siegfried, Jr., and, it is said, was a 
sixteen-page monthly; was published for a short time, and 
devoted to the interests of the Independent Order of Odd 

Fellows. 
The lJIorgantown Telegraplt was published in 1855, by 

John W. Woody and John M. Coil, and was a Democratic 
paper. It continued but a few months, and was about 24x37 
inches in size, four pages and twenty-eight columns. 

The Virginia lVeekly Star was started under the name 
of the Virginia Omnpaign Star. Its first is~me was'Sat­
urday, August 9, 1856; Marshall M. Dent, editor and pro­
prietOl'. A committee appointed by the Democratic party 
solicited subscriptions for it. The sheet was 24x33 inches, 

four pages, twenty-four columns. Its motto was, "Eternal 
Vigilance is the Price of Liberty." On November 15th, 
1856, it dropped the word, "Omnpaign" from its title, and 

was issued at $1.50 per annum, as a Democratic paper. In 
1860, it supported the Douglass wing of the Democratic 
party. Its motto after December, 1860, was, "The Federal 
Union-it must and shall be preserved." The last issue 

was January 4, 1862. 
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The lVest Virginia I£erald was projected in 1862, by 
Joseph H. Powell and W. T. Mathers. Only a few issues 
were made. 

The Morgantown Monitor was started in 1863 by George 
C. Sturgiss and William P. Willey, as a conservative paper. 
It was about the size of the New Dominion. It was under­
taken by Messrs. Sturgiss and Willey, who were both young 
men, at the request of prominent citizens of the county, who 
gave such assurances of financial aid as to induce the pro­

"prietors to promise its continuance for one year, at the end 
of which its publication ceased. 

The Jl£01'gantown lVeekly P08t, the first Republican and 
the oldest existing paper in the county, was established 
Saturday, l\tIarch 12, 1864, by Henry M.l\Iorgan. It then 
was a four-page sheet, 26x32 inches in size, with six columns 
to the page. The subscription price then, as now, was $2 
per year. Its motto was, " The Union right 'or wrong ;-right 
we'll defend it, and wrong we'lll'ight it." It completed its 
first volume March 25, 1865: and then suspended untill\tlay 
20th, when it started again, 1\Ir. Morgan having associated 
with him Nelson N. Hoffman. To the title of the paper 
was added Monongalia and Pre8ton Oounty Gazette, which 
was dropped June 2, 1866. The sheet was enlarged June 
5, 1869, to its present size, 26x39, with twenty-four broad 
columns. On June 8, 1867, the motto ,was changed to 
"Firmness in the right, as God gives us to see the right." 

Henry M. Morgan, the senior editor (though' junior in 
years), is the son of Enos D. Morgan, lLnd is a native of 
Morgantown, and has for over 'twenty years been conl1ected 
with the press of the county. Nelson N. Hoffman is the 
Son of Philip Hoffman, who married Alethe, daughter of 
the Rev. Alexander Summers. Philip Hoffman's parents, 
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John and Sarah Hoffman, came from Berks Connty, Penn., 
in 1796, to th~ vicinty of Smithtown. Nelson N. learned 
the" art preservative of all arts" with Enos D. Morgan. 
He was a soldier in the Mexican War, and a ~aptain in the 
late civil war; was a member of the House of Delegates in 
1866. 1\11'. Morgan has been employed on thirteen different 
newspapers in Morgantown. 

The Constitution.-The first number was issued Saturday, 
April 4,1868. It was a folio, 25x32, having twenty-four 
columns; price, $2; mot'to," Eternal Vigilance is the price 
of Liberty." It was published by the Democratic and 
Conservative County Club, and was edited by Joseph H. 
Powell. September 12th, E. Shisler became editor and 
proprietor, and, after passing out of his hands, soon went 
down. 

The Un'i-versity Bulletin was a monthly, sixteen pages, 
each 6x9, printed on hrevier type, at 50 cents per year, by 
William L. Jacobs and Julian E. Fleming. It ran from 
1874 to 1876. 

Tlw .LVew ..Dominion, the Democratic paper of the county, 
waH established April 11, 1876, by William L. Jacobs and 
Julian }!. .Fleming. It was first issued as a quarto, 26x40, 
forty columns, at $2 a year. In October, 1876, Mr. Fleming 
became sole proprietor, and clu:mged the form of the paper, 
April 1, 1877, to a folio, 24x36, with twenty-eight columns, 
and reduced the price to $1.50. At Kansas, City, in 1875, 
1\iessrs. Jacobs, and Fleming discussed the projection of a. 

Democratic paper at Morgantown; and, in fa.ith of a great 
future for West Virginia, selected as the name of their pa­
per the title of "New Dominion," reasoning as Virginia was 
the" Old Dominion," why should not West Virginia become 
the New Dominion. Julian E. Fleming was born in Mor­
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gantown; attended the 'Vest Virginia· University, and en­

gaged in 1874 in publishing the Bulletin, and in 1876 em­
barked in publishing t.he New IJominion. 

In 1876, the IJ01ninion (in size 13x20 inches, four pages 
anel twenty columns) was issued daily during commence­
ment-week. In 1880, it became the University Daily, 
24x36, four pages, twenty-eight columns, anel since has 
been issued under the editOl'ial charge of the students. 

The lVcst Virginia Journal of Education was started by 
the Rev. J. R. ThOIij.pson. Size, 24~36, four pages, twenty­
four broad columns; price $1.50 per year. (See sketch of 

1\11'. Thompson, ante.) 

'Vooden presses (l\Iahogany) were used until 1852, when 
the first iron press was brought into ~he county. The first 
papers were published on the "trust" system-so much if 
paid in advance, or so much if not paid till the end of the 
year; and they generally died by having too many "trust" 
subscribers. Beginning with Enos D. l\Iorgan, a great im­

provement in the papm's of the county is appal'ent. In 
1864, the" cash" system was adopted, which gave new life 
to the papers and the means to make the local news full and 
complete. The local correspondence was generally of a 
political character until in 1867, when The Post began to 
establish a corps of regular local correspondents in the dif­

ferent parts .of the county. 
The Rev. Simeon Siegfried talked of starting a daily paper 

in 1851, but the first daily was not issued until 1869, during 

the county fair, when an edition of the I~)8t was issued for 

two days. The llniversity IJa'ily is issued during commenc­
ment week each year. I 

- I 

The West Vil-ginia Press Association helel its annual 

meeting in 1880 at Morgantown, on t.he 9th of June. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

RELIGIOUS AND TEMPERANCE HISTORY. 

The First Church 'Vest of the Alleghany Mountains in Virginia 
Organized in Monongalia County-The Baptists-Methodist 
Episcopal, with Extracts from Bishop Asbury's Journal; and 
List of Preachers from 1784 to 1833; Presiding Elders from 1786 
to 1813; Statistics-Presbyterian-Evangelical Lutheran-Prot­
estant "Episcopal-Methodist Protestant-Christian-Catholic 
-Church Statistics-Missionaries-Sunday Schools-Mononga­
lia County Bible Society-Temperance Organizations-'Vhis­
key License-Biographical Sketches. 

"Rellglon holds the sceptre ot \he centuries. other torces weaken, other Issues die, 
other actors pass otT the stage and are heard ot no more; but religIon remains 
lorever."-Aclfna Presi£Ient D. B. Purlnton's atlclress to the University Gra£IuatilllJ 
Class, June, 1882. 

WITHIN the present limits of Monongalia County was or­
ganized the first church west of the Alleghany Mountains 
in what is now 'Vest Virginia. The pioneer settlers of 176(? 
but preceded by nine years the advent of the pioneer 
preacher. Treating in the order of precedence the different 
denominations in the county, we come first to 

THE BAPTISTS. 

The Rev. John Corbly (whose family was afterwards 
murdered in Greene County, Penn., by Indians) organized 
the" Forks of Cheat" Baptist Church on the evening of 
November 5, 1775. The church consisted of 'twelve mem­, 
bers, and was organized near Stewarttown. It was the 
first church in the cuunty, and the first une organized west 
of the Alleghany l\Iountains in Virginia. Mr. Corbly and 
others wm·e dismissed by letter in September, 1775, from 
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the Great Bethel Ch~rch at Uniontown, Penn., to form the 
Forks of Cheat Church. There are now nine regular 
Baptist churches in the county, namely, Forks of Cheat, 
Morgantown, Pleasant Hill, Goshen, Zoar, Blacksville, 
Miracle Run, West W al~'en, and Philadelphia. The first 
five are in the Goshen Baptist Association, (organized in 
1871), and in 1882 had a membership of 574. The other 
four ~re all in the Judson Association, and contain a mem­
bership of about 500. There is an Anti-l\Iission Baptist 
Church on Big Indian Creek, now numbering some twenty­
five or thirty members, and which was organized nearly one 
hundred years ago, by the name of 1\'Iount Tabor. It 
belongs to the Redstone Association. 

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

There are traditional accounts of Methodist Episcopal 
ministers preaching as early as 1778 in the county, but the 
first authentic account we have of the denominati.on is in 
1784, when John Cooper and Samuel Breeze were appointed 
ministers on the Redstone Circuit, which embraced all of 
the present county. It seems that in the following years 
preaching places had been established at l\Iorgantown and 
at Col. Martin's (now Fort Martin Church in Cass District), 
for Bishop Asbury, in bis J oumal (~ol. i, p. 497), says: 

Sunday, July 10, li85.-"A long, dreary ride brought us to Mor­
gantown. I preached. baptized and was much spent." 

Thur8day, 14th.-H I preached at Col. Martin's; afterward I went 
on, in the night, and very unwell. to Seaton's." 

Bishop Asbury made a second trip, of which he makes 
the following entry: 

Saturday, June 17, 1~86.-"'Ve ha~ a heavy ride to Morgantown. 
I was to have been there at 4 o'clock, but, missing my way, I made 
it six" (page 513). 

http:denominati.on
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The Bishop made a third visit in 1788, of which he makes 
the following lengthy entry in his Joul'nal: 

Fr'iday, July 11, li88.-,·'Arose at 4 o'clock and journeyed on 
through devious lonely wilds where no food might be found except 

what grew in the woods, or was carried with us. We met with two 
women who were going to see their friends, and to attend the quar­
terly meeting at Clarksburg. Near midnight we stopped at A--'s, 

who hissed his dogs at us; but the women were determined to get 
to quarterly meeting, so we went in. Our supper was tea. Broth­
ers Phebus and Cook took to the woods. I lay along the floor on a 

few deer-skins with the fleas-that night our poor horses got no 
corn; and the next morning they had to swim across the Mononga­
hela. After a twenty miles' ride we came to Clarksburg, and man 
and beast were so outdone that it took us ten hours to accomplish 

it." 

Here after preaching he says: 

"'Ve rode thirty miles to Father Haymond's (near Pricket's 
Fort in Marion County) after 3 o'clock Sunday afternoon, and 
made nearly eleven before we came in." 

In speaking of some places where he stopped, he wrote: 

"O! how glad should I be of a plain clean plank to lie on, as pref­
erable to most of the beds.... This country will require much 
work to make it tolerable. . . . The great landholders who are in­
dustrious will soon show the effects of the aristocracy of wealth, by 
lording it over their poorer neighbors, and by securing to them­
selves all the offices of profit or honor. On the one hand savage 
warfare teaches them to be cruel; and on the other, the preaching 
of Antinomians poisons them with error in doctrine; good moral­

ists they are not, good Christians they can not be, unless they are 
better taught." • 

'1'lle8day, 15th.-'" I had a lifeless, disorderly people to hear me at 
Morgantown, to whom I preached on 'I will hear what God the 
Lord will speak.' It is a matter of grief to behold the excesses. 
particularly in drinking, which abound here. I preached at a new 

chapel near Colonel Martin'S, and felt much life, love and power." 
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Saturday, 24th.-"Attended quarterly meeting at Morgantown. 
On Sunday preached on Mathew xxv., 31 to end. Brother!,V. also 
gave us a sermon; and a Presbyterian minister two; so we had it 
in abundance." 

Under the Baltimore Conference Redstone Circuit was 
formed, embracing a large portion ()f Southwestern Penn­
sylvania and Northwestern Virginia. Monongalia County 
was included in its limits, and, in 1784, John Cooper and 
Samuel Breeze were appointed ministers to travel this cir ­
cuit. They were succf'eded, in 1785, by Peter Moriarty, 
John Fidler and 'Vilson Lee; 1786, John Smith, Robert 
Ayers and Stephen Deakins. In 1787, Joseph Cromwell 
was appointed Presiding Elder of a district composed of 
Clarksburg, Ohio and Redstone circuits. During the 
continuance of this district, the following ministers were 

appointed, in the years named, to 

REDSTONE CIRCUIT: 

1787-'Villiam Phoebus, John 'Vilson and E. Phelps. 
1788-Jacob Lurtoll and Lashley Matthews. 
1789-John Simmons and Nickolas Sebrell. 
1790-Amos G. Thompson and Thomas Haymond. 
1791-Daniel Fidler and James Coleman. 
1793-Thomas Bell and Seely Bunn. 
1794-?-Daniel Hitt and John Philips. 
1796-C. Conaway, T. Haymond and ,J. Fell. 

1~7-JameS Smith and Solomon Harris. 
1,98-Jacob Colbert and Edward 'Vayman. 
1799-James Paynter and Charles Burgoon. 
1800-Rezin Cash and Isaac Robbins. 

REDSTONE CIRCUIT, PI1TSBURGH DISTRICT. 

1801-Jesse Stoneman and Asa Shinn. 

1802-Lashley Matthews and -- ---. 

180S-James Quinn and Thomas Budd. 
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REDSTONE CIRCUIT, MONONGAHELA DISTRICT. 

180~-James Hunter and Simon GillespIe. 

1805-William Page and 'Villiam Knox. 

1806-James Hunter and Saul Henkle. 

1807-William Page and Robert Bolton. 

1808-John 'Vest ann 'Villiam G. Lowman. 

1809-Thomas Daughaday and Joseph Lanston. 

l810-T. Fleming and Tobias Reiley. 

18H-Jacob Young and James Wilson. 

1812-John Meek and Joshua Monroe. 

181S-Simon Lank and Nathaniel B. Mills. 


[It is said that the circuit was now changed in name-by one 
account, to Monongahela Circuit, and by another, to "Monongahela 
and Randolph" Circuit; but as neither gives the name of the district, 
it is likely it was not changed.] 

1815-Robert Boyd and Asbury Pool. 

1817-John Connally and Thomas Jamison. 

1821-Thomas Jamison and 'Villiam Hank. 

1822-Thomas ~eeks and Shadrick Cheney. 

1823-Thomas Beeks and 'V. H. Chapman. 

]824-John 'Vest and John Tolbert. 


MONONGALIA CIRCUIT, PITTSBURGH CONFERENCE. 

]825-8. R. Brockunier and -- ---. 
1826-William Hank and Richard Armstrong. 
]827-S. Cheney and George McKaskey. 
1828 -So Cheney' and John Spencer. 
1829 -Robert Boyd and -- Brown. 
18S0-Robert Boyd and Edmund Sehon. 
18S1-2-John West and Andrew Coleman. 

About this time Morgantown became a station, and the 
county was embraced in more than one circuit. These 
circuits will be traced in the District History. The 
Pittsburgh Conference embraced Monongalia County until 
1848, when it was transferred to the West Virginia Con­
ference, formed in that year. 
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PRESIDING ELDERS AND MEMBERS. 

Year. PresUUn(} Elder. Members.- Year. Presidtnq Elder )fembers.* 
1787 Joseph Cromwell 756 0 1803 Thornton Fleming 371 8 

1788-9 Richard Whatcoat 2~0 0 1804 II" 
1790 Charles Conway 334 6 1805 James Hunter 555 21 
1791 Amos G. Thompson 32l 6 1806 Thornton Fleroing 531 17 
1793 Charles Conway 325 9 1807 622 22" 
1794,-5 278 7 IS08 666 19" " " " 
1796 Daniel Hilt 315 5 1809 66() 18" " 
1797 Valentine C~ok 313 6 1810 Jacob Gruber 527 17 
1798 Daniel Hilt 328 6 1811 620 32" 
1799 298 8 1812 ., 847 33" " " ..1801 Th~rnton Fleming 355 7 1813 812 33" 
1802 306 9" " 

STATISTICS FOR 1882. 

fl. 
~ 0IT. iii ~ Ih~ ~ .. CJJ ui (;j~ 

q)'" IT.~'" a:0~ .Q~ a> ..:::lcP ~..:::l":: ~ 'cIRCUITS. "" ~ ~0 I:)OC=' a '0... 
6 
== rJ.J-; -; lD E~'3 as 

~ = 
-~ OE-1oo -~:> 7.i>- -1 1 1 19t}.{organtown Station•..••.••••......•..•.• $10,000 $1,500 232 8938 

6 _..... 330 4]()5409Morgantown Cirouit..•.•.••••......•••..• 5. OlIO 
6 444Monongalia. Circuit....................... 
 3.500 ..... 816 7 371 
5 328Smithtown Circuit ........................ 
 300336 3105.000/14 44 

317 265Blacksville Circuit......................... 
 5,500 .. ..._/344
8 8,180 1 460 1500400464 9 Jolly town Circuit ........................... 


- 2,800 .. •.... 327 5 430 300Arnattsville Circuit........................ 
 6 

NOTE. -The four last circuits are but partly in Monongalia 
County. 

Four times has Morgantown been the place of holding 
the West Virginia Conference. In 1852, the fifth annual 
session, beginning on June 10th, was held at Morgantown, 
and presided over by Bishop Simpson, who was ordained a 
Bishop in that year. This was the first Conference over 
which this distinguished episcopant presided. Beginning 
March 14, 1860, the 13th session was held at Morgantown, 

.. The first column ot figures gives the number ot white members, a.nd the second 
column the number ot colored members. 
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by Bishop Scott; and at this place the 19th Conference, be­

ginning March 21,1866, sat, presided over by Bishop Clark. 
Bishop Simpson presided over the thirty-third session at 
Morgantown, which began October 1, 1879. It is said that 
the Pit~sburgh Conference held its session at 1florgantown, 
in 1822, beginning April 7th. 

In 1821, a camp-meeting of this church was held, from 
August 31st to September 4th, just beyond the present lim­
its of Durbannah. During its continuance a terrible storm 
arose. This meeting is said to have effected great good in 
that early day. 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 

Col. 'Villiam McCleery, who came to 1\Ionongalia between 
1780 and 1783, was, most probably, the first Presbyterian 
upon the soil of the county. By the year 1788, a small 
band was gathered at 1\Iorgantown, to which the Rev. 

Joseph Patterson l)reached as a supply; and it is supposed 
that the ch1l,1'Qh was organized about 1790, by the Rev. Rob­
ert Finley, while on hit} way from East Vi~ginia to Kentucky. 
In 1806, the church had been decreased by death and emi­

gration to four members-Col. 'Villi am McCleery and three 
women. In 1830, Brown's Church was built at Stewart­
town, to accommodate its following there. The present 
churches are, Morgantown and Sugar Groy~. These 
churches were in the Redstone Presbytery, Pittsburgh 
Synod, until October 6, 1863, when they became part of the 
Presbytery of West Virginia, Wheeling Synod. 'Vhen the 
Old School and New School united in 1870, the Synod of 
Wheeling was abolished, and the churches in Monongalia 
came into the Synod of Pennsylvania. In 1882, the church 

at Morgantown had eighty-four members, ninety Sunday­
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school scholars, and contributed $1,258 for salary of pastor 
and other congregational purposes, and $128 for benevolent 
purposes. The church at Sugar Grove had forty-two mem­
bers, paid $92 for salary of pastor, etc., and $17 for benevo­
lent p~rposes. 

The Presbytery of Redstone met in Morgantown on the 
2d of October, 1838. 

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH. 

Michael Kern, who settled in 1772, was a member of this 
church. He.. built a church across Decker's Creek from 

Morgantown, for the us~ of all denominations; and, between 

1788 and 1799, the Rev. John Stough came from Mount 
Carmel (Preston County) and preached here. His members , 
were Kern, the Swishers, the Nuses, the Clouses and the 

Smiths. The organization broke up after Stough's ministry, 

and we find no trace of it after 18.04-5. 

PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHunCH. 

Among the earliest members of this denomination was 
John Rodgers. From 1819 there were services of this 
church held at Morgantown. ,Ve have account of Rev. 

Mr. Page, "rho preached here as early as 1822. 
The first regular organization of which we have account 

is the Guy Allen Parish, Diocese of· Virginia, which was 
organized by the Rev. H. S. Kepler, Octobe,.r 16, 1860, at 
the house of E. B. Swearingen, and includ~ci the county 

within its limits. The war came on and communication 

with Virginia ceased, until February 12, 1876, when Trinity 
Parish was organized at the house of Thomas Rodgers, 
composed of ]\iorgan, Grant and Union districts, and was 
received into the Diocese of Virginia in l\Iay, 1876. The 

Rev. George A.' Gibbons, Rector of Trinity Parish, now 

preaches at Morgantown and Smithtown. 
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METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH. 

The first sermon preached in the county by a minister of 
this denomination was by the Rev. George Brown, on 
February 11, 1830, in Morgantown. During the spring of 
that year, the Rev. Corlenius Springer, assisted by the Rev. 
W. N. Marshall, organized the Morgantown Church; and, 
in the fall, they organized Zion Church. The county was in 

the Pittsburgh Conference, formed in 1834, until 1854, when 
it"was included in the West Virginia Conference, organized 
in that year. Statistics for l\'Iononga1ia County: Members, 
912; local preachers, 4; church-houses 11; value $~3,000. 
The present circuits (in the county and partly so) are Mor­
gantown, Palatine, 1\{onongalia and. Avery. 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 

This denomination is often called the Disciple or 
Campbellite. The first church in Monongalia was organized 
by a minister named Gal'rison, about fifty years ago. Ten 
years later, the old Doll's Run Church was built. There 
are now five churches in the county, all on the west side of 
the Monongahela River, namely, Scott's Run, ~th 30 mem­
bers; Doll's Run, 200 members; l\'Iooresville, 60 members; 
Antioch, 100 members, and Liming, with 50 members. 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH. 

On Sunday, January 13,1822, a Catholic priest preached 
at 1\Iorgantown. Since that time several have held ser­
vices in the county. There is a small organization of the 
church near Stewarttown. 

Nearly half a century ago a Mormon preached once or 
twice in the court-house. He was so derisively received 
that he soon quitted the country, and neither he nor any of 

hi~ brethren ever visited Monongalia afterward. 



SAMUEL CALVIN STEWART. 

See Page 733. 
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STATISTICAL. 


[Compiled from the U. S. Census Reports.] 
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DENOMINATIONS. I~ . -.CD ~. 
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MISSIONARIES. 

The first missionary from l\fonongalia to heathen lands was 
Mrs. Louisa Ann Lowrie. She was the daughter of the Hon. 
Thomas Wilson, of ~Iorgantown, and was born November 
2, 1809. In 1833, 'she married the Rev. John C. Lowrie, 
eldest son of the Hon.,Walter Lowrie, Secretary of the Sen­
ate of the United States. Mr. and 1\1rs. Lowrie embarked 
in May, 1833, at Philadelphia, as missionaries to India. 
1\lrs. Lowrie but reached the chosen land of her labor to 
find a grave. Threatening symptoms of consumption at the 
time of her sailing developed rapidly during the voyage into 
that fatal disease, that ended her life in Calcutta on the 
evening of the 21st of November, 1833. She was laid to 
rest in the Scotch burial-ground at Calcutta. Thus endecl 
the short but brilliant life of an eminent Christian and de­
voted missionary. Her memOl'Y is well preserved in the 
memoir of her life by the Rev. A. G. Fairchild, D.D. 

Miss Sallie H. Moreland (sister of Joseph Moreland, 
Esq.,) married tha Rev. Stephen H. Hunter, M.D., in 1875. 

• The Dgures in this Une tor 1850 are the statistics of "Union" churches ror that year. 
29 
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They sailed for China about 1878, as missionaries under the 
Presbyterian Board of Foreign 1tlissions. They are at Ohe­
nan Foo, where, some time back, the students of a Chinese 

institution tore down tIle Presbyterian station and howled 

around their house all night, threatening th.eir lives. 
The first mission~ry sermon preached iii the· county, of 

which any account can be foun(~, was at Morgantown, by the 

Rev. 'Vm. J. Willey, June 20,1822. 

SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 

The first schools in the county held on Sunday for tlH' in­
struction of children, seem to have been held in the old l\fon­
ongalia Academy for a few years between 1814 and J '.''20. 

They were held to teach the slave children (which was f'on­
trary to law). Frederick A. Dering, then a boy, was ont' of 
the first teachers; afterward Coleman Evans, Thoma~ G. 
Taylor and 1\11'. Dering taught. a school for a short time. 
Mr. Dering's recollection is that the Rev. Richard Armstrong 

(who was at Morgantown in 1826) organized the first Sun(hy­

school (union school) in 1826. In 1837, the Methodist 

Episcopal and the Presbyterian Sunday-schools were 

organized. 

The Gosnen Baptist Sunday-school Convention was or­

ganized D~cember 25, 1872, at Morgantown. Prof. D. B. 
Purinton was elected president, and was annually re-elected 

until 1875, when H. G. 'Vest was elected; 1877, J. C. Jor­

dan; 1879, D. B. Purinton; 1881, James Pixley; 1882, D. 

W. Rogel'S. The secretary is ",Villiam I. Protzman. 

MONONGALIA COUNTY BIBLE SOCIETY. 

This Society, auxiliary to the ~erican Bible Society, 
was organized about February 20, HS23, by the Rev. Ric~ard 
D. Hall, a Protestant Episcopal minister. On February 20, 
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1823, an election for officers and managers was held, with 

the following result: President, the Rev. Joseph A. Shack­

elford; vice presidents, Thos. Wilson and Mathew Gay; 

treasurer, George McNeely; secretaries, E. M. Wilson and 

John Rogers; managers, John W~gner, James Robinson, 

Joseph Allen, Benj. Dorsey, Thos. Hall, Joshua Hickman, 
Robert Robe, Jacob Pindall, Elias Bruen, Thomas P. Ray, 

Isaac Guseman, Jacob Boyers, Samuel Bra~d, Thos. Barnes, 

Caleb Dorsey, Wm. Fleming, Samuel Patterson, Wm. M. 
Dering, Zacquell Pairpoint [Pierpont] and Nathan Hall. 

On the 19th of June, 1830, this society reported that six 

hundred families in the county were destitute of Bibles. 

The society still exists and vigorously prosecutes its benefi­

cent work. 

A branch of the 'Vorld's Evangelical Alliance was formed 

at lflorgantown, July 15, 1870. 

TEMPERANCE ORGA...~IZATIONS. 

The lflonongalia Temperance Society was organized by 
the Rev. A. G. Fairchild and the Rev. Norval 'Vilson, on 

April 20, 1830. On the first }\;Ionday in May the following 
officers and directors ,,,ere elected: Mathew Gay, presi­

dent; A. P. Wilson, vice president; Thomas P. Ray, sec­

retary; and the Rev. J. A. Shackleford, William Fleming, 

Nathan Goff, Henry La·zier and Thomas P. Ray, directors. 

We have no further account of this society, unless it was 
continued as the Temperance society of which John 

Rodgers was president and E. C. 'Vilson secretary, and 
which met on the 4th of July, 1837, and formed itself into a 
county central society, to be known as the Morgantown 

Central Society. The county was divided into four dis­

tricts, one central and three auxiliary, namely: First Dis­
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trict-MOl'gantown Central Society; Second District­
Pisgah Society, between Booth's and Prickett's creeks; 
Third Distr~ct-Middletown Society; Fourth District­
Gilboa Society, south of Indian Creek. 

After this society, the next temperance organization was 
Monongalia Division, No. 84, Sons of Temperance, organ­
ized in :Masonic Hall at J\iorgantown, on Thursday evening, 
January 6, 1848, by Joshua l\Iathiot, G. "T. P. of Ohio. 
The organizing members were L. S. Hough, S. Billings 
(chaplain), ,V. T. Willey, E. P. Fitch (treasurer), G. S. Ray 
(conductor), 'V. Carr (W. A.), H. E. Smith (R. S.), Guy R. 
C. Allen (W. P.), H. Dering (F. S.), J. E. Tucker (A. C.), H. 
Daugherty (1. S.), S. Merrifield (0. S.), and others. 

In 18-18-50, Granville Division, No. 194, and Willey S~c­
tioIJ, No. 37, Cadets of Temperance, were formed. 

The, Grand Division of Virginia held its third quarterly 
session, beginning on the 24th of May; 1850, in the court­
house hall. On the 26th, there was a parade, with W. T. 
Willey chief marshal, and Col. James Evans and Capt. 
~Iichael Shisler assistant marshals. Four hundred anel 

sixty-one persons marched in regalia. The music was 
furnished by the ]Horgantown and "\Vaynesburg brass bands. 
The order has ceased to exist, at least in this part of the 

eountry:* 
In 1850, a Total Abstinence Society was formed. The 

Rev. Simeon Siegfried was president, Daniel Haldeman, 
vice president, 'V. T. ,Villey, secretary, and William Dur­
bin, treasurer. It was, in fact, a continuation of the Wash­

ingtonians. 

• The SOns ot Temperance were nicknamed "Sonnles." The Monongalia JIlrror. In 
1850, spoke ot whlskey barrels as "blue-heads, " and called them "blue ruin" tD pro­
duce " red noses." In another issue it spoke ot "PrInce Alcohol and bls legIon or 
blue-:lleads. " 
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The last temperance organization was the Independent 
Order of· Good Templars, which .. organized Redem~tion 

Lodge, No. 14, in Morgantown, in January, 1867. The lodge 
had nearly two hundred members during the few years of 
its existence. 

In 1867, the vote of the county upon the question of 
granting license to sell intoxicating liquor, stood: for license, 
847: against,285. At the present, the county court grants 
no 1icense in the county. 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 

The Rev. AsHBEL GREEN 'FAIRCHILD, D.D., was born at 

Hanover, N. J., May 1, 1795; graduated at Princeton Col­

lege in 1813; was licensed to preach in 1816; and, in 1817, 
commencetl his labors in the Presbyterian Church in Mor­
gantown, as a stated supply, one-third of his time. The re­
mainder of his time was devoted to the church of George's 
Creek, and the Tent church, in Fayette County, Pennsylva­
nia, until the year 1822, when he was installed as' pastor of 
the church at Morgantown, and so continued until the year 
1827, when he removed to Fayette County, Pennsylvania, 
and was installed as pastor of the George's Creek and Tent 
churches, and was acting as pastor of the last named church 
at the ti~e of his death. He married, in New Jersey, Miss 
Eliza McDougall, May 12, 1820, who survived him, having 
died October 21, 1873. He was the author of the memoirs 
of "~Irs., Louisa A. Lowrie," "The Great Supper," of a 
work on Baptism, etc., etc. He was firm and decided in his 
religious convictions, and presented his views in the pulpit 
and elsewhere, on all pl'opel' occasions, in an eloquent, for­
cible, and pursuasive manner; and has many seals to his 
ministry, '~who rise up and call him blessed." ·He was emi­
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nently a. power in Presbyterianism in Western Pennsylva.­
nia' and Virginia; was thoroughly prepared, and did at all 
times-when he deemed it advisable and proper-defend 
the doctrines and polity of his branch of the church against 
all who would assail the'm, and never ceased the stru~gle 

until the assailant was made his friend. 

Physically he was delicate, and yet capable of great en­
durance, as his active ministry attests, his principal relaxa­
tion being in social intercourse with his family, and other 
friends, and the superintendence of his farm near Smith­
field, Penn., where he resided at the time of his death, which 
occun-ed on the 30th of July, 1864.. He was buried at the 
Frame meeting-house, in Fayette.~ County, Pennsylvania. 
Only two of his children survive him, namely, Anne, the 
wife of L. S. Hough, Esq., and Ashbel Fairchild, who re­

sides at l\Iorga~town. 

The Rev. JESSE MARTIN PURINTO~, D.D., was an eminent 
Baptist divine in Southwestern Pennsylvania and North­
western Virginia; was born at Colraine, Massachusetts, 
August 12, 1809. His father, the Rev. Thomas Purinton, 
married Miss Sabrina Boardman, and Jesse M. was their 
third SOll. He was educated at Madison University, N. Y., 
but was compelled to quit school before taking his degree, 
on account of ill health, brought on by hard study. He 
entered the 'Baptist ministry in .1829, and his early pastorates 
were near the shores of Lake Erie, whose winds affected 
his lungs. He came south for his health, in 1848, and 
settled in Preston County, eight miles from Rowlesburg. 
Here he founded the Buffalo Creek Church;, and served as 
pastor of three churches, besides preaching at many points 
in and out of the county; He became pastor of the Mt. 



455 RELIGIOUS AND TEMPERANCE. 

Moriah Church at Smithfield, Penn., in 1852, and served 
three years. He returned to Preston County, but accepted 
a second call to the Mt. }Ioriah Church in 1862. In 1867, 
he removed from Smithfield to Morgantown, and became 
pastor of the Baptist Church at that place. He died at 
l\Iorgantown, June 17, 1869. 

Dr. Purinton was twice married. His first 'wife was Miss 
Boxea Buell, whom he married in 1833, and who died in 
1845. In 1846, he married Miss Nancy A. Lyon, whose 
maternal ancestor, John Alden, came over in the JJJay Flower. 

Their family consisted of four sons; Edward, of bright 

promise, who died young; D. B. Purinton, of the West 
Virginia University; Aaron L. Purinton, A.l\I., Supel'in­
tendent of the Parkersburg Schools, and G. Dana Purinton, 
A.l\I., who is connected with Furman University, South 
Carolina. He was of English nationality. A man of fine 
personal appearance; calm, grave and dignified, he always 
retained on acquaintanceship the respect which his appear­
ance involuntarily commanded. He was a zealous worker, 
a hard student, an eloquent preacher and an able theologian. 
His death was a severe loss to the church of which he was 
so useful a servant and so bright an ornament. ~he degree 
of Doctor of Divinity was conferred upon him by Burritt 

College, Tennessee. 

The Rev. PETER THOMAS LAIRHLEY, M.D., was bOl'n in 
Southampton, England, on New Year's day, 1798. His 
grandparents belonged to the societies started by John 
Wesley. He had four brothers' who, like him, all became 
ministers. He emigrated to Ammica, landing on the 28th 
of August, 1818; and, in 1819, was converted at a camp­
meeting in Louden County, Virginia. He united with the 
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O'Kelleyites or Republican Methodists, and was ordained a 
minister in that church, August 20, 1820. Coming to Fay.. 
ette County, Penn., in 1821, he there married Sabina Ewing, 
September 28th. He began the study of medicine in 1831, 
and was graduated the next year. In the following year he 
joined the Pittsburgh ConfeJ'ence of the Methodist Prot-­
estant Church, and is justly entitled, from the magnitude 
of his labors for it, to be considered one of the founders of 
that church. He was three times chosen president of this 
conference, and five timea president of the Volest Virginia 
Conference. He was sent foul' times as a repl'esentative to 
the General Conference, and was elected also to the Union 
Convention of the Methodist Protestant Church, in 1877. 

His childern are: Elizabeth A., who married T. F. Con­
way (five of whose son~ are ministers in the Methodist 
Protestant Church); Richard J., who was killed September 
27, 1848, by the bursting of the cylinder of a threshing 
machine; John ~r., ]\:Iartha J., Hannah A., Harriet E.; 
George 'V., who taught school for years, served on the 
boarel of school examiners, and has served as one of the 
three county commissioners since 1882; and Letitia V. 

Dr. Laishley was engaged for one year of his life in the 
mercantile "business, and practiced medicine five years. He 
joined the ~Iasonic fratm'nity in 1826, and was master of 

Union Lodge, ~?" 93, in 1847. He was always a strong 
advl)cate of temperance and free schools. He was at the 
Wheeling convention o'f May 13, 1861. He is now Jiving 
near Easton, in the eIghty-sixth year of his age. One who 
knows him wf'lI said of him: "As a preacher, Dr. Laishley 
has stood in the front rank of the ministers of his day; 
clear in statement, strong in argument and pathetic in man­
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ner, he sel40m failed to convince the judgment, and move 
the up-prejudiced heart to Christ." 

The Rev. GEORGE FREDERICK CHARLES CONN was born in 
Fayette County, Pe~n., July' 25, 1809. His grandfather, 
George Conn, who was a ship carpenter at West Point, 
married Lydia Flintham, and came to George's Creek,'and 
lVas the first ~f the name west of the Alleghany Mountains. 
His father was 'a Scotchman. The father (Jacob Conn) of 
the subject of this sketch married Ellen, daughter of Capt. 
George F: Hartman. Their family consisted of ten chil­
dren, of whom George F. C. is the eldest. "'Then about ten 
years of age, 1\Ir. Conn moved with his father to the Forks 
of Cheat, near Stewarttown, where he lived till 1854. 

In 1832, Mr. Conn married Susannah Robey, second 
daughter of Lloyd Robey. In 1837, he professed conver­
sion, and on January 21st of that year was baptized by the 
Rev. James W. B. I Tisdale, and united with the Forks of 

Cheat churc~, of which 1\'1r. Tisdale was then pastor. In 
1846, the Goshen church called for his ordination, which 
took place at Forks of Cheat in September of that year, by 
the Rev. Cleon Keyes, the Rev. Leven Howell and the Rev. 
Charles Parker. He immediately took the pastoral care of 
the Goshen church, which he retained continuously for 
twenty-two years. During this pastorate, 120 persons were 
baptized, ',the church increased from 27 members to 100 or 
more, and a comfortable brick house of worship was built. 

In 1848, Mr. Conn l'eceived a commission from the Gen­
eral AssQciation of Virginia to labor as missionary in Pres­
ton County. Under this commission he labored at the 
Mon~~gahela Glades, where a church was organized with 
six members and increased to forty; at Elliott's Ridge, 
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whE.re he baptized many; at the place now ca~ed Glades­
ville, where a house of worship was built, and the little 

chur~h grew from seven ~embers to one hundr~d ; at 
Blacksville, where he organized the Minersville Church, 

which built a house of worship and attained a membership 

of forty during the three years of his pastorate; and at 

Laurel Point, in the bounds of the old Anti-:Mission Bap­

tist Church, where, in 1852, he organized what is known as 

the Zoar Baptist Church, with twelve constituent members. 

In a very few years this church became self-sustaining, 

whereupon 1\'11'. Conn resigned his commission, and becam~ 
pastor of the church. His labors under this commission 

were abundantly blessed of the Lord; and 1\'11'. Conn 

attributes any success he may have h~d as a Gospel min­

ister, largely to the divine blessing upon this aid extended 

by the General Association of Virginia. 

7\11'. Conn was pastor of the Zoar church for twenty-four 

years. During this time a house of worship was built, con­

verts were added to the church every year without excep­

tion, and the membership was increased to 250. 

In addition to the above labors, Mr. Conn has preached 

as pastor at l\Iorgantown eight years, at Taylortown, Penn., 

eight years, at Pleasant Hill four years, where he organized 

a church; at Forks of Cheat, two years, and at Palatine 

four years, where he assist~d in organizing a church of 

seven members and left it with sixty. This was Mr. Conn's 

last regular pastorate. 

At the advanced age of seventy he resigned the church, in 

consideration of the growing infirmities of his ag~. He 

has also labored extensively at various places in protracted 

meetings. 

Mr. Conn has baptized with his own hands more than 
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1,200 persons. He is certainly one of the mbst successful 

pioneer ministers that have labored in this section of the 

country. 

Mr. Conn is now in his seventy-fift~ year, and resides on 

his farm, not far from Laurel Point, surrounded by all the 

conveniences and comforts of life. His estimable wife, 

with whom he has passed more than half a century in the 

c~ose companionship of wedded life, is still living, and both 

enjoy, to a:n eminent degree, the esteem and love of their 
wide circle of acquaintances and friends. Their only 

SOll, Garrett, lives on a farm near his father's, und of their 

three daughters, two-Mrs. John Alexander and Mrs. John 

~., Bland-live in Monongalia, and the other lives in the 

West. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 


FINANCIAL .HISTORY. 


Money in Early Days-Tobacco as Currency-Paper Money-Fur­
nace Script-Points of Exchange for State BanJt Currency­
Former and Pre~ent Methods of Transmitting Money-Panics 
of 1837, 1857, and 1873-Monongalia Farmers' Bank-Merchants' 
and Mechanics' Bank-Merchants' National Bank-J. H. Hoff­
man & Co.-The Morgantown Bank-Second National Bank­
Bank Presidents and Cashiers, Etc. 

THE MAIN use of money among the first settlers was to pur­
chase land and pay taxes. Their dealings were carried on 
principally by exchange of products and property-a sys­
tem of barter. Almost the only commodity which they 
could sell for money was the furs of the wild beasts which 
they hunted and trapped. There was no market for the 
products of the field. As late as the year 1789, tobacco 
seems to be used as a measure of value in the payment of 
fines to the State. An absent grand juror without lawful 
excuse, was taxed 400 pounds of the weed. 

As early as the year 1814, paper-money was in circula­

tion, and incre[\§~~ from year to year in quantity. It was 
known as State bank money. After the breaking out of the 
late civil war, Government legal tender/paper-money, known 
as "Greenbacks," came into circulation; and, a little later, 
was added National bank notes. To-day, the circulating 
medium is National bank notes, greenbacks, and gold and 
silver. Silver for" change" has now entirely superseded the 
fractional paper notes or "shinplasters," issued by the 
Government during the civil war. 
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"Furnace scr~pt" was issued about 1840-2, at Cheat 
River Iron Works, but was only good at the furnace stores. 

Pittsburgh was the main point, up to 1853, for the ex­
change of State bank paper; ~nd the means of conveying 
any sum of money to the eastern cities was by private 
messengers, as the mails were not safe. In 1853, Fairmont 
took the place of Pittsburgh, and mo~ey was sent by 
express from there. Now Fairmont and Fairchance Fur­
nace (since 1875) are the nearest express offices. Besides 
the use of the express, money is now transmitted by bank 
checks, postal money-orders (obtainable at the Morgantown 
postoffice), and registered letters. The postal note, for 
sums less than five dollars, came into use September 3, 
1883. 

The principal articles of export are live-stock and timber. 
There is not sufficient data obtainable from which to ven­
ture any calculation as to the volume or amount of money 
in the county, 

The finan9ial panics of 1837, 1857 and 1873 did not 
affect Monongalia County so severely as many other parts 
of the country. 

MONONGALIA FARMERS' BANI{. 

This was the first bank in the county, and was organized 
on the 1st of December, 1814, a;t the house of Capt. 'V. N. 
Jarrett, in Morgantown, by "the Monongalia Fal'mers' Com­
pany of Virginia." It was a bank of exchange, discount 
and deposit. Its first officers were Thomas Wilson, presi­
dent; C. Berkshire, clel~k (cashier); John Evans, Jr., Enos 
Daugherty, George S. Dering, Mathew Gay, Alexander 
Hawthorne, Nimrod Evans and A. 1Verninger, managers 
(Jil'ectol·s). This bank ran until 1840, when, in January, 
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it wound up its business and appointed Mathew Gay to dis­
tribute equitably all money on' hands among the stock­
holders. 

MERCHANTS' AND MECHANICS' BANK. 

T,his bank was the branch of (c The Merchants' and Me­
chanics' Bank of Wheeling:' at Morgantown. It was organ­

ized November 6, 1834, and was in existence until October 
1, 1865. The capital stock was $50,000, which was in­
creased to $110,000 in 1857. 

The presidents of this bank were: 

Nov. 6, 1834, to Jan. 12, 1837, Thomas P. Ray. 
Jan. 12, 1837, to Jan. 17, 1839, Mathew Gay. 
Jan. 17, 1839, to Jan, 21, 1841, Thomas P. Ray. 
Jan. 21, 1841, to Mar. 26, 1857, Mathew Gay. 
Mar. 26, 1857, to Jan. 13, 1859, Edgar C. Wilson. 
Jan. 13, 185?, to Oct. 1, 1865, George M. Hagans. 

The cashiers were James Robb, 1834-8; and William 
Wagner, 1838-65. James Robb was born at Brownsville, 
Penn., and came from Wheeling to Morgantown; went to 
New Orleans in 1838, where he engaged in banking; erected 
gas works in Havana, Cuba; served in the . legislature of 

Louisiana; embarked in railway business; engaged in 
banking in New York City, and died near Cincinnati. 

MERCHANTS' NATIONAL BANK. 

The" Merchants' National Bank of West Virginia at 
Morgantown" was organized October .1, 1865. Its capital 
stock is $110,000. The bank contains a fire-proof vault, in 
which is a double burglar-proof safe, the whole secured by 
combination locks and a time-lock. The vault doors are 
burglar- and fire-proof. 

The first president of this bank was George M. Hagans, 
Octob~r 1, 1865, to January 15, 1874; the second, D. H. 
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Chadwick, January 15, 1874, to Ja.nuary 2, 1879; and the 
present president is John J. Brown, January 2, 1879. 

William Wagner has been the .one cashier. Mr. Wagner 
was born August 21, 1813, in Cumberland County, Penn.; 

went to Harrisburg when but fourteen, and clerked in a 
store till 1832, when he became assistant clerk (casbier) in 
a bank. In 1836, he was corresponding clerk in the Girard 
Bank, Philadelphia. In 1838 he came to Morgantown, and, 
on the 1st of October, became cashier of The Merchants' 
and ~Iechanics' Bank; and, on October 1, 1865, became 

cashier of the ~Ierchants' National Bank, which pORition 

he holds to-day. Mr. Wagner has been engaged in the 

ba:nking business over half a century, of which time hu "las 
spent forty-five years in ~Iorgantown. 

In April, 1868, . Hoffman & Co.-.J. H. Hoff~an d.nd 
Charles S. Finnell-engaged in the banking business, lasting 
till'1874. 

THE l\IORGANTOWN BANK 

was chartered March 23, 1874. The presidents were \Vil­

liam Price, James Evans and G. W. John; cashier, J. H. 

Hoffman. 

SECOND NATIONAL B~~K. 

The Second National Bank of Morgantown was chartered 
February 24, 1880; capital, $60,000, with privilege to in­

crease it to $100,000. The bank has lately built a vault 

(6tx8 feet) of chilled iron, weighing five and one-half tons, 
which is surrounded by an eighteen-inch cemented wall. 

The vault has burglar-proof doors, with combination locks. 

A burglar- and fire-proof safe, weighing 4,000 pounds, is in 
the vault. This safe has two combination locks and a time­

lock. The vault and safe cost $2,800. 
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G. 'V. J~hn was the former president; andE. 'Shisler the 
present. 

J. H. Hoffman, the cashier, was born in Frederick City, 
Maryland, February 3, 1819; was raised in Baltimore, and 
engaged in the mercantile business. He came to Frost­
burg, Md., in 1836, then to Bruceton Mills, Preston County, 
in 1846, which place he named for his step-father, George 

. Bruce, of Frostburg, 	a descendant of Robert Bruce, of 
Scotland. Mr. Hoffman did a large milling, mercantile and 
general business at Bruceton, and, in 1851, engaged in the 
claim agency business. He came to Morganto'wn, in 1860, 
and was in the claim agency business bere until he com­
menced banking in 1868. In 1874, he became cashier of 
the Morgantown Bank, and in 1880 became cashier in its 
successor, the Second National Bank, which position he 
still holds. 

John J. Brown, in his centennial address, says of these 
banks, that they" have been throughout the past, and are 
at the present time, conducted by officers distinguished for 
superior business capacity and unswerying integrity." 

On the 20th of February, 1860, a charter was procured 
for a bank to be called" Monongalia Bank of Morgantown." 
January 10, 1862, a charter was procured for a bank to be 
]{nown as the "Farmers' and Drovers' Bank of 1\Iorgan­
town." 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

MEDICAL HISTORY. 

First Visiting Physicians-First Resident Physician-Schools of 
Medicine Represented in the County-Regular or A1lopathic­
Eclectic-Homeopathic-County Board of Health-Medicinal 
Plants and Waters-Statistics-Centenarians and Nonagena­
rians-Biographical Sketches. 

"The scIence of medIcIne Is the theory of diseases and or remedICSoft-C. Creigllton, 
M.D. 

IF NOW in tracing the medical history of the county we 
could turn back "the sun-lit hemisphere of modern sci­
ence" to that position which it occupied at the time the 
first physician came to Monongalia, we would find the med­
ical profession but poorly equipped indeed, compared to its 
fitting out ,to-day, for the conquest of disease. 

The pioneer openings of Monongalia in 1772, continually 
raided by Indians, were not an inviting field for even a vis­
iting physician; and that condition of society necessary to 
exist in order to secure a resident physician, was years in 
the future in the year 1772. 

The earliest physicians visiting the county, it is said, 
were from Washington and Uniontown, Pennsylvania. 
Who was the first physician that visited the county is a. 

question we have no means of determining. It is likely that 
Dr. Absalom Baird, of Washington, is entitled to that dis­
tinction. He was a physician and surgeon in the Revolu­
tionary war, and settled, in the fall of 1786, at Washington, 
Washington County, Penn. W. G. Barnett, M.D., in a cen­
tennial address on the medical history of Washington 
County, delivered in 1881, says: "He soon became noted 

00 • 
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as a physiCian and surgeon, and was called to great distances, 

as far, for instance, as MorgantoWn." Old Dr. Baird would 

present a n~vel appearance to-day if seen as he went attired 
when visiting l\:Iorgantown in 1786. Dr. Barnett describes 

him as follows: 
"He was about five feet eight inches high, and weighed about 

150 pounds. To the end of his life he dressed in knee-breeches ancl 
stockings, according to the custom of the times. He wore a queue, 
and, when on horseback, a blue, military cloak lined with red ma­
terial. Blue eyes, dark brown hair, medium stature, military bear­
ing, affable demeanor, up to high water mark for knowledge and 

skill in his profession." 

Dr. Thomas Bond came from Philadelphia, at an early 

day, to Morgantown, as the agent of a large land company. 

He was an accomplished physician, but we have no account 

of his practicing. He died December 17,1793, in Morgan­

town, and lies buried under the Presbyterian Church. 

Dr. Enos Daugherty seems, from all 'accounts, to have 

been the first resident physician. There is evidence of hig 

practicing in 1805; as he was n. middle-aged man then, he 

must have been here before that date. All traditional 

accounts make him the first resident physician. None 

of the old people know where he came from. They say he 

married Miss Sample, from about Winchester, and had four 

children: Joseph T., a lawyer; James, and two daughters, 

Susan and Anna. He died in Morgantown on February 10, 
1826. The first jailer of the county of whom we knowany­

thing was James Daugherty. In 1804, he left all his prop­

erty in Morgantown to his son Enos Daugherty, but whether 

this was Dr. Enos Daugherty or not, can not be ascertained. 

Dr. John Nicklin* was practicing in l\Ionongalia in 1804. 

"The tollowlng Is a copy Of an advertIsement which appe;tred In the )lonon(Jalia 
Gazette In 1804: 

"NOTICE.-All thote indebted to the SubscrIber, on Open Account, are defired to 
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If Daughedy was not, the first resident physician, then 
Nicklin was. 

Dr. Hersey was practicing at Morgantown in 1812. 
Among the students of Dr. Enos Daugherty were Dr. 

Byrne, who went to l\Iissouri, and Dr. Marmaduke Dent, 
who, for more than a half century, was a practicing phy­
sician in Monongalia County. 

Dr. Daniel Marchant, of Uniontown, came and stayed 
awhile after Daughedy commenced practicing. Dr. Wells 
was here awhile after 1vlarchant. 

Dr. Charles McLane came to Morgantown ill 1823, and 
until 1850 had a number of students to read with him, 
among whom were Drs. Laidley, Billingsley, Joseph A. 
McLane, Isaac Scott, and the late Dr. H. W. Brock. After 
McLane came, Dr. Dent commenced practicing at Gran­
ville. Drs. Thomas Brooke, Daniel Gettings, Colastian 
Billingsley, and B. R. C. O'Kelly were at Morgantown before 
1840. Dr. Robert Travis was at Smithtown about 1828, 

and Dr. Hugh McN em era was at Blacksville before 1840. 
The practicing physicians of the county since that date 
will be treated of in the Disbict History. 

When we come to speak of schools of medicine repre­
sented in the county, we find that nearly all the physicians 
in the county practice a system of medicine which most of 
its followers do not generally designate by any particular 
name, but call themselves "regular" physicians and all 
others" irregular," and claim that the name Allopathic is 
given them by others and not recognized by themselves. 

The first Eclectie physician to practice in the county was 
come forward and pay up, (or at leaft give their Notes,) and that within two weeks 
from this date--'lhore that have relteratedly prom11'ed carh, grain, or work and 
have as orten dlfappointed, may depend upon little longer indulgence. 

20th. April, 1804. JOliN NICKUN, :ltD." 
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the late Dl·. G. W. John, in 1853, at Stewarttown. He 
studied with Dr. U. L. Clemmer, of Smithfield, Penn., who 
had been, some years before, at Granville, but who, it is 
said, was not an Eclectic when there. The next of this 
school was Dr. F. H. Yost, who, practiced at Morgantown 
in 1863-5. Dr. N. H. Triplett, at Laurel Iron ",Yorks P.O., 
is the only Eclectic practitioner now in the county. 

Homeopathy was introduced, in 1854, by Dr. A. C. Miller, 
who. remained till 1859 ; succeeded by Dr. E. H. Coombs 
and Dr. M. L. Casselberry, who are the only Homeopathic 
physicians in the county to-day, and who live at Morgan-. 
town and practice in co-partnership. 

Under act of Legislature passed March 15, 1882, creating 
county boards of health, subject to the State board, the 
county c~urt recommended and the State board appointed 
Drs. L. S. Brock, G. M. Fletcher and E. H. Coombs to 
serve two years b'om July 1, 1883, as the county board. 

MEDICINAL PLANTS. 

The county is rich in medicinal plants, which, for conve­
nience, will be divided into three classes-trees, herbs and 
vines. The common name will be given first, followed by 
the botanical term: 

TREES. 

1. Dogwood, Cornu8 florida. 
2. Tulip tree or poplar, Liriodendron tulipijera. 
3. 'Vhite pine, Pinu8 8trobu8. 
4. 'Vild 'cherry, Prunu8 8crotina. 
5. Sassafras, Sa88Cffra8 o.fficinale. 
6. Prickly ash, Zanthoxylum Americanum. 
7. Yellow elm, Ulmu8. 
8. 	 Oak, Quercu8. 


HERBS. 


9. Milfoi1, Acltillea millefolium. 
10. Sweet flag, Acornu8 Calamu8. 
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11. Smooth alder, Alnus scrrulata. 
12. Dog's bane. Apoc.lJnum androsaemifoliwn. 
13. Dwarf elder, Aralia hispida. 
14. Indian turnip, Arasiema tryphyllum. 
15. Virginia'snakeroot, Aristolochia serpentaria. 
16. 'Vild ginger, Asarum Canadenoe. 
17. Common milkweed, Asclepias cornaU. 
18. Pleurisy root, Aselepias tuberosa. 
19. Peppermint, lIIentha pipel'ita. 
20. Wild indigo, Baptisa tinctora. 
21. Wild senna, Oassia lIIaryla lldica. 
22. Pipsissewa, Ohimaphila Umbellata. 
23. Sweet fern, Oomptonia asplenifolium. 
24. Jamestown weed, Datura stramonium. 
2-5. Boneset, Ettpatorittm perjoliatwrn. 
26. Liverwort, Hepatica trilobia. 
e7. Yellow-root, Ifydrastus Oanadensis. 
28. Elecampane, Inula Helenium. 
29. Skunk cabbage, Symplocarpus foctidu8. 
30. Burdock. Lappa Officinalis. 
31. Indian tobacco, Lobelia inflata. 
32. Horehound, lIIarubium vulgare. 
33.... Spearmint, lIfentha viridi8. 
34. Horsemint, lIIonarda punctata. 
35. Ginseng, Aralia quinquejolia. 
36. Pokeweed, Phytolaccha' decandra. 
37. Seneca snakeroot, Polygala Senega. 
38. May-apple, Podophyllum peltatum. 
39. Bitter sweet, Solanum dulcamera. 
40. Culvers root, Veronica Virginica. 
41. Dandelion. Dens Leoni8. 
42. Black snakeroot, Oimidjuga racemosa. 
43. Bloodroot, Sanguinaria Canaden8i8. 
44. Curled dock. Rumex crispu8. 
45. Crow-foot, Ranunculus bulbosc8. 
46. 'Vild carrot, Daucu8 Carota. 
47. American centaury. Sabbatia An.qalaris. 
48. Pennyroyal, IIcdeoma pulegiorides. 
49. Mullein, Verbascwn tllapsu8. 
50. Elder, SambucuR Oanadensi8. 
51. Blackberry, Rubu8 vlllmm8. 
52. Small Solomon's seal, Polygonatum bijlorum. 
53. Spicewood, Lindera BCllzoin. 
54. Savin, Juniperus Sabina. 
55. 'Vitch-hazel, Ham(f)ncli8 Vil'.qinica. 
56. Unicorn, or cholic root, ,Aletris jtrrmo8£l. 
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VINES. 

57. Trailing Arbutus, Epigaca repens. 
58. Creeping wintergreen, Gaultheria procumbus. 
59. Ground Ivy, Nepeta Gleehoma. 
60. Sarsaparilla. Aralia nudicaulis. 

Mineral waters are abundant in vVest Virginia. In 
Monongalia only springs of the calybeates have been found, 
which al'e sometimes called ferruginous. They are g~nerally 
known as "red sulphur" springs, and contain tonic proper­
ties. A large spring of this class is about one-half mile 
west of Morgantown, near the road from that town to 
Granville. 

The subject of medical statistics has not received the 
attention that its importance demands. Statistics of mor­
tality, beyond the numerical number of deaths, called the 
" death figure," should show the relative prevalence of dis­
eases and comparative salubrity of climate in different sec­
tions, and point out the best means for promoting health and 
longevity. The annual death-rate doubled generally gives 

the sick rate. 

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES A.. DEATHS."ID 

Year. Births. Man·iages. Deaths. 
1850 ••.••••430 .••••••••"168•••••.••••••153 
1854....... 204 ........... 65 ••••••.••• 129 
1855 ........ 243 ........... 72 ............122 
1856 ........ 244 ........... 59.... ••••••111 

1857 ........ 322 ........... 48 ............ la6 . 

1858.......385 ........... 57 ............ 122 

1859......312 ........... 42 ............ 53 

1860.......450 ........... 48 ............ 62 

1861 .......313 ........_ 62............117 

1862 ........ 285 ........... 58 .......... 76 

1863 ........ 20'.l .......... 49 ..........185 

1864....... .. •••••••• 58.......... .. 

1865 .......216.......... 62 ...........137 

1866 .......236..........108 ........... 70 

1867 .......369 •..••••••• 92............ 99 


Yem·. Births. j[m·riages. DeathS. 
1868 ........ 864 ........... 72 .......... 94 

1869........368 ........... 82 ........... 97 

1870 ........ 33::t ........... 70 ...........112 

1871. ....... 346 ........ 71 ...........129 

1872.......370 ........... 79 ............ 94 

1873 ........ 329 ........... 61 ...........1(17 

1874 ...... _359 ......... SO ...........111 

1875......339 ........... 73............ 9-1 

1876 ........ 379 ........... 70 ............ 95 

1877........ 363 ........... 64 ............ 95 

1878.......405 .......... 66............109 

1879 .....356 .......... 64 ...........109 

1880 ......382 .......... 73............124 

1881 ....... 388 .......... 70............127 

1882....... •......... 69 ........ 
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LEADING CAUSES OF DEATH IN ~!oNONGALIA COUNTY. 

Compiled from the Auditor's Reports. 
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i~===~~"4 -:: ~ 415 -.-. 2i1~ ;1320 "21-1- 2112 3":-:­
1866... .•• ....... .•• .•.•••••• 
 2 1 .... !O 2 .. a 4 2 " 18, ,, .. 5.... 1 .. 
1868.......... ::.. ..... .. . ... 3 4 .. .. 13.. 3 2 1 1 1 5, 4 1 6 4 1 8 7 
18iO.................... ..... 1 1 3 a 14 11" 2 5 1 4 51.. 2 5 2 3 3 .. 
1871.. ................. ...... 
1 3 2 212.. 1 32: a.. 1 61 3 .. 3 6 3 511872......................... 
3 .. 311i21 2 2 11 1 21" 9 1 2 2 .. 31 2 1 
1873...... ...... ....... ...... 1.. 1 .. 1101" 1 91 4 3 1 11 3 .. 5 4, 21 7 2 
1874........................... 4 2 4 '14 1 2 1 211 .. 22 5 3 61 2! 2 2 8 

18~5 ...... '........... ....... 
1 21 3 .. 20 11 1 11 1.. 1 61 1 .. 8 1\ 4 3 ..118/6.................. ....... 
.. 2... 3 14 211 6121" 2 7 1 9.. 22 1 3 
1A77...... ................... .. 2, 1 2 1212 2 7.... 1 6 2 2 5 314! 2 1 
1878......................... [ ~ 112 1115 8 .. l~ 5/ .. 2 816 3 I 8 3 21 2 1

1879...... ...... ..... ........ N 2 2 9 1 8 R .. lal 3 1 1 3 2 3 I 6 1 7 1 •• 
1880........ .... ... .... ....... 111 8 lSI 3 1 51 4 .. "142 2 2 3 1 .. .. .. 
!~1.:...:...:.: ..,~:. ,-=-___: . .:::..::..:.:...:=-_1_:.., "_!.I!~~41_8_3_~_:~~5_8":'~~2~ 

One death from cholera is reported in 1875 ~ and one from small­
pox in 18i2. 

In 1880, but one out of every 120 of the population of 
Monongalia County, died, and but one of each 240 wa~ sick 
in the same year. In the United States, in this year, the 
death-rate was 1.51 persons to each 100 of the population. 
It is said that there never was but one case of cholera in the 
county, and that was a boy who was going through with 
some movers. He died and was buried in the county. 

The first maniages on record in the county are of the 
year 1794, and were solemnized by James Fleming, as 

follows: JolIn l\<Iarble and Barbary 'VeaveI', November 11; 
Joseph Hartley and Ann Hoit, November 12. But uineteen 

marriages are recorded in the year 1795. 

We have record of three persons Ii ving in Monongalia. 
County to the age of 100 years. Evan T. Morgan, who 

died in 1850, was 100 years of age; Syefax 'Vashington died 
at Morgantown in'1861, aged 108 years. He was a negro, 
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and said he was once the property of George Washington's 
brother John. l\Iary Kenedy, who died in 1869, was 105 

years old. 

Of nonagenarians, we have record of the following: 

rear ofDeath. .Yame. Aoe at Death. rear ofDeath. J-Yamp. Aoe at Death. 

1854 ...... Hannah Manlin.........92 1867......Catharine 'Vorkman.92 

1854 ...... Celia 'Vade........ : ...... 93 1869......Annie Collins ............ 92 

1855 ...... Lucy A. Lanham....... 93 1872......Wm. R. Hopkins .......98 

1856 ...... Sarah Newbrough......99 1812......Joseph S. Tennant....90 

1857......Francis Ross.............90 1873......Susanna Piles............ 90 

1858 ...... Jacob Bankard.........94 1873 ......George P. Wilson ......96 

1860........Mary I~. Henry..........91 1874......Enoch Evans.............96 

1861. ..... Christopher Core......93 1876......Martha Brand..........92 

1865 ...... Henry Pethal............99 1879......Wm. W. Price............92 

1866 ...... J ane Lough...............96 1880......Elizabeth Semore......90 

1866 ...... Susan Mayfield..........90 1882......Elizabeth John..........91 


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 

Dr. CHARLES McLANE, an eminent physician and citizen 
of Monongalia County, was bOl'1l in Tyrone, Ireland, in 1790. 
He came to New York City in 1805; reaa. medicine with 
Dr. Luther, at Lancaster, Penn., and attended lectures at 

the University of Pennsylvania. He practiced medicine with 
his brother, Dr. William McLane, at Connellsville, Penn. 

Dr. McL~ne settled at Morgantown in 1823. His wife 
was Eliza, daughter of John I{ern, of Greensburg, Penn. 
He was a local preacher in the Methodist Episcopal Church, 

and was the inventor of the liver pills known by his name, 
and which Itave a great sale in America, and are known in 

almost every civilized country on the globe. 
Dr. McLane practiced medicine at Morgantown for a 

half century, anel died .there in 1874. He was about five 

feet eight inches in height, and had a rounel face, auburn 

hair and blue eyes. 

HUGH 1Y. Br-OCK, M.D., was born January 5, 1830, at 

Blacksville, Monongalia County, and died April 24, 1882, at 

http:Vorkman.92
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his home in l\tlorgantown. His father, the Hon. Fletcher 
Brock, soon after the bhth of the subject of this sketch, 
removed his residence to the Pennsylvania side of Mason 
and Dixon's line, and was thenceforward connected with the 
politics of that State, though his business-that of a -mer­
chant-was still conducted in Virginia. He was a man 
whose sterling worth, unstinted benevolence, unaffected 
piety, warm heart and active brain made him a leader in 
the c?mmunity: in which he lived. ,Blessed, too, with a 
a mother of rare excellence, Dr. Brock had the advantage 
of a pure and pious parentage-of a descent whose mingled 
English and Scotch blood was, so far as the record shows, 
untainted. 

His boyish chara-cteristics foreshadowed the playfulness 
and sniousness, the freedom and dignity of his manhood. 
One incident points out the incipient physician. Scurlet 
fever was in his uncle's family. As the disease was malig­
nant, a nurse could not be found. He begged permission to 
help nurse his little cousins-himself eleven years old,­
saying he was not afraid, and that he would not return_ 
home until all danger of contagion was past. His earnest­
ness and bravery gained the permission. 

At fourteen he began his academic training at Car­
michaels, Penn., and continued it at Mononf?alia Academy. 
At sixteen he entered on his medical studies with the then 
celebl'atecl Dr. Charles ~IcLane. In 1852, lIe received his 
degree from Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia. 

From the time of his graduation till 1870, he was in part­
nership with Dr. Joseph A. McLane. This association was 
amicably dissolved, and his brother, Lutller S. Brock, 
having received his degree, became the junior partnel' of the 
firm of Brock Brothers. 
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During the civil war, his fondness for surgery led him to 
take the position of acting surgeon in Sheridan's field hos­
pital at 'Vinchester, Va., where he remained several months. 

'Vith this exception, his life-work was done in Morgantown 
and its vicinity. 

May 29, 1878, he was mani€ d to Isabella J., daughter of 
the late Rev. Andrew Stevenson, D.D., of New York City. 

Dr. Brock's personal appearance was commanding. He 
had much of what is called "presence," but this he owed 
even less to his physique than to the quiet dignity which 
marked his bearing. Nearly six feet in height, finely pro­

portioned, his grey eyes keen an~ expressive, his look direct, 
the whole manner was suggestive of the nobility within. 

He was r>re-eminently a man of one "!.)rofession. An inde­

fatigable student, he made everything pay tribute to his 
medical lore. With a strong tendency to specialization, he 

was never one-sided nor narrow-minded. His judgment 
was clear and decisive. He was conservative on all ques­

tions, except where purity and honesty were involved. He 

believed in physical, mental and soul culture. He had 
studied the physical too well to ignore the psychical. His 

ministry to the suffering was more than materia medica. In 
the homes of, the people, doubtless, there is a p.istory 
written which, if it could be told, would be his highest hib­

ute. Through thirty years of professional toil, he counted 
not his own life dear that he might be of service to .others. 

For the subJime and magnificent manifestations of nature 
in our l·ugged country he had an intense admiration. His 

were the first appreciative eyes to rest upon many a now 
famed view. He studied natural science by the roadside, 

and was acquainted with our fauna and flora, and knew 

the note of every forest songster. 
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As a physician, he was wise and trustworthy. Firmness 
and gentleness, wonderfully combined, made him an ide~l 
physician. But it was in surgery that he took most interest 
and found most pleasure. Regarding anatomical knowledge 
as the basis of all success and skill in this department, he 
spared no pains to make himself familiar with the structure·of 
the human body by clissection. He nevel'lost an opportunity 
for an autopsical examination, to observe and study pathalog­
icallesions. Living in a country where it is necessary to 
be a general practitioner, he performed mo~t of the so­
called capital operations, such as lithotomy, herniotomy, 
ovariotomy, and all of the most important amputations, 
except that of the hip joint, and many of the more delicate 
operations, as that for cataract, etc., and with almost uni­
form success. 

His courteous bearing toward his professional brethren, 
and never-failing considel'ation f01' them; his high sense of 
honor and acknowledged ability, secured for him an ex­
tended consultation practice throughout his own State, 
and many counties of the contiguous State of Pennsylvania. 
A medical friend in Pennsylvania pays the following tribut~, 
which is so true an index to his gentlemanly' treatment of 
those whom he esteemed worthy, that we take the liberty of 
quoting: 

"When I was a very young man, with limited training and no 
experience, he always met me kindly and treated me encourage­
ingly, guiding me into paths that are, in ripening years, proving 
highways of professional pleasure and profit. I esteemed him the 
most scholarly and thoroughly scientific physician and surgeon 
among my acquaintances; a man with whom I never associated an 
hour without feeling more deeply impressed with the importance of 
our profession, and the necessity of more accurate and thorough 
knowledge." 
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Dr. Brock was one of the charter members of the Medical 
~ociety of West Virginia, and remained one of its most active 
and industrious membel's. He was one of its early presidents, 
and for several successive years, a member of its board of 
censors. He made frequent contributions to the transac­
tions of the society, and his report of cases of strangulated 
hernia was reprinted in the New Yorl\: .Aledical Journal and 
in the Richmond and Louisville Medical Joul'lWl. His per­
sonal worth and professional attainments were recognized 
by eminent representative medical men throughout the 
nation. 

In 1881, he attended the International Medical Congl'ess 
in London, as a delegate from the American l\Iedical Asso­
ciation. Even in his limited sojourn in the Old World he 
exemplified his accustomed clevotion to his chosen work, 
spending most of his time in visiting the hospitals of Lon­
don, Dublin, Edinburgh and Paris. He was a member of 
the American Surgical S~ciety, and, at its last meeting in 
New York, read a paper of surgical interest on traumatic 
aneurism. At the time of his death he was professor of 
Anatomy, Physiology and Hygiene in West Virginia Univer­
sity, and a member of the bOal'd of regents. 

Memorial services were held at the University in connec­
tion with commencement exerci~es, at which ex-Senator 
Willey, the Rev. J. R. Thompson, Col. D. D. Johnson, and 
Dr. J. E. Reeves presented the various phases of his char­
acter. 

It would seem unnecessary to add that Dr. Brock was a 
Christian, but in this age of rationalism it is noteworthy 
that he was not only a communic~nt in the Methodist Epis­
copal Church from boyhood, but that his religious faith 
gave tone to his whole life. 
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We cannot more appropriately close this sketch than 
with a quotation from an editoriai notice in a Wheeling 
daily: 

"There were few physicians more learned, more skilled, amI 
more bighly esteemed, both among members of bis profession and 
his acquaintances than the deceased. No man was more ambi­
tious to master problems of his profession; none took greater 
pains and studied more deeply; none was better posted or kept 
pace more fully with the progress and development of medical sci­
ence. He was prominent in all movements for the elevation and 
improvement of his profession in the State. Not only was he dis­
tinguished and esteemed as a physician, but as a man whose per­
sonal character and reputation were without spot or blemish. He 
bad the complete confidence of all who knew him. There was not 
the slightest taint of hypocrisy or deceit in him. He abhorred all 
sbams. He was frank, straightforward" manly. and absolutely 
incorruptible in all the relations of life. He did nothing for effect; 
was sincere and upright in all his impulses; and there is perhaps 
not a man of his acquaintance who would not have taken his word 
as willingly as his bond. This is high praise, but those who knew 
him, know also that it is justly due the character of the deceased. 
He has dropped out of his place in the prime of manhood, with 
capacity for great usefulness, and with the promise of great honor 
and distinction in his profession. His death is a loss to his own 
community, to the University, and the profession he so much 
hOIlored." 

Dr. GEORGE W. JOHN was born February 4, 1827, in 
Monongalia County. His father's name was William'John, 
who died in 1855, and his mother was Mary 1\1cVicker, who 
died in 1880. He received his education in the common 
schools at Stewarttown and at Monongalia Academy. 
August 31, 1849, he married Sisson, eldest daughter of the 
late John S. Dorsey, of near Morgantown. His children 
are: Alice, wife of William l\IoOl'head, of Morgantown; 
Ellenora, wife of Joseph M. Wood, of Scottsdale, Penn.; 
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and George M. John, of Morgantown. Of his father's 
family of eleven children, but two surviTed Dr. J olln, 
namely: Permelia J olln ~nd Elizabeth, the wif~ of E. W. 
St. Clair. 

About 1850, Dr. John began the study, of medicine with 
Dr. U. L. 

\ 

Clemmer, at Smithfield, Penn.; after one year, he 
attended lectures at the Cincinnati Eclectic Medical 

Institute, and began the practice of his profession at 
Stewarttown in 1852. In medicine he was an ardent advo­
cate of reform, and his efforts were devoted principally to 
the elaboration and perfeetion of the mate1'ia medica. Such 
was his love for his profession, that he continued to practice 
it until a short time before his death. 

In 1860, Dr. John opened a general store at Stewarttown, 
and also had stores at New Geneva and Rosedale, in Penn­
sylvania. In 1871, he removed to Durbannah, and opened 3r 

store in Morgantown. Three years later he bought the 
property opposite the Wallace House, and removed his 
store to the store-room in that building, where he continued 
the business until his death. He also had branch stores at 
Morgantown, Uffington; and Reedsville, Preston County. 
During this time, he was engaged also in the lumber and 
timber trade. Prospering in his business pursuits, he left a 
competence at his death. Though delicate in constitution, 
Dr. John possessed great capacity for. business, and was 
l'emarkably gifted with the power of endurance. 'He was 
an indefatigable worker, and a man. of great energy. 

At the age of eighteen years, Dr. John joined the l\Ieth­
odist Protestant Church, of which he remained a consistent 
and conscientious member until the division of the church 

into the North and South branches. He strongly opposed 
what he considered the introduction of politics into the c1e-. 
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nomination. Since 11e withilrew from this church his relig­
ion was to try to live up to the Golden Rule. His favorite 
passage of Scripture was the 27th verse of the first chapter 
of James: "Pure religion and undefiled bef010 e God and 
the:Fv.ther is this: to visit the fatherless and the widows in 
their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the 
world." Of the doctrines and teachings of Swedenborg he 
was a great admirer. 

Upon his death, which occurred January 26, 1883, a 
writer thus spoke of him in TAe New Dorninion : 

" In his death our communIty has sustained a great loss, for Dr. 
John was one of Monongalia's most substantial citizens, 'native 

and to the manor born '~ a man of large and extensive businel!'s, a 
physician and philosopher. a Democrat and patriot. He was cha.r­
itable and generous. He did not put off the needy with a tract, 
nor when asked for bread give a stone; but though not withhold­
ing hib good counsel, he never failea to help the needy, to assi~t 
the wounded, and to visit the sick and afflicted. While he sustained 
a fair degree of popularity with the people in general, still Dr. 
.Jobn's real worth was only known to his family ano. very intimate 
friends, for he fully carried out the injunction, 'Let· not thy right 
hand know what thy left hand doeth.' His conduct during his last 
illness, and his faith in bis future on the approach of death, fully 
proved that he died the death of a Christian." 

Dr. JAMES VA...~CE BOUGHNER was born at Clarksburg, Vir­
ginia, on the 9th of April, 1812. His futher, Daniel Bough­
ner, married l\'Iary, daughter of Alexander Vance, a man 
remarkable for being wonderfully strict and upright. Dr. 
Doughner" when only sixteen years of age, took charge of 
the post-office at Greensboro, Penn., and it is said of him, 
that, "possessed of an active and ambitious mind, he made 
up for want of early opportunities by extensive and general 
reading and study, and acquired a very thorough knowledge 
of the standard English classics and of genem.l history." 
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He read medicine with Dr. Stephenson, and attended 
lectures at the Cincinnati Medical College. He located at 
Mt. Morris, on the line between Pennsylvania and Virginia. 
(West Virginia), and practiced in Greene and Monongalia. 
counties. He represented Greene county in the legislatures 
of Pennsylvania of 1845-6 and 1846-7. 

Dr. Boughner married Miss- Louisa J., daughter of 
Andrew Brown, on the 8th day of May, 1845, and soon 
thereafter removed to Brown's Mills (Andy post-office). In 
1859, lle retired from the pra.ctice of medicine, and removed 
to Morgantown. 

He was a member of the committee which reported the 
resolutions of Apri117, 1861, (see p. 139,) and was elected 
a delegate to the Wheeling Convention of May 13th. He 
was paymaster in the Federal army from 1864 to the close 
of the war, and Was afterward collector of internal revenue~ 
and was elected a member of the Legislature of West 
Virginia in 1867. 

Raised in the tenets cr the Presbyterian faith and com­
ing of a family whose record was without blot or stain, Dr. 
Boughner" was a warm friend," and while he "could deal 
heavy blows at his antagonist," yet he "carried no malice 
in his heart." 

He died February 8, 1882, of cancer of the stomach, and 
was laid to rest in Oak Grove cemetery on the 10th of the 
same month. His family consisted of six children: Rosalie~ 
Mary L., William L., Martha, Emma and Andrew Brown. 
It is said that probably there was no other man in Monon­
galia or Greene County who had as large an acquaintance 
as Dr. Boughner, nor none who knew more persons. 

ABSALOM MORRIS JARRETT, D.D.S., was born August 31, 
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1840, in Monongalia County, Virginia, and is the second son 
of William N. and Sarah Jarrett, a grandson of Absalom 
Morris (for whom he was named) who came to the southern 
hOI'der of Fayette County, Penn., from Delaware, and built 
the first house on the spot where the hotel now stands at 
Morris' Cross Roads; about eighty-five years ago; and a. 

grandson of John Jarrett, who came to Virginia from New 
Jersey at an early day, and lived near Ice's Ferry. He 
was a millwright, and built the water-wheel to run the blast 
of the "old furnace" at Quarry Run on the Brandonville 
and Morganto~ turnpike. 

Dr. Jarrett lived in Morgantown from boyhood, and was 
educated at the Monongalia Academy during the time that 
the Rev. J~ R. Moore had chal'ge of it. In 1865, he com­
menced the study of dentistry, and gI'aduated with distinc­
tion at the Philadelphia Dental College, at Philaclelphia. 

He Married, in 1868, Linnie, the third daughter of Sam­
uel Howell, of Morgantown. In 1870 he located at Grafton, 
Taylor County, and now lives at "Oak Glen," his country 
home, one-Ilalf mile from the coul,t-house in Grafton, on 
the banks of the Tygart Valley River. 

Dr. Jal'l'ett has been very successful in his profession. 
No dentist in the State has done more to elevate the 
standar(l of the profession. In appreciation of this fact 
Governor Jackson appointed him a member of the boar(l of 
censors of the Second CongI'essional Distlict, whose duty it 
is to examine applicants touching their qualifications as 
dentists. He is strictly conscientious in all his dealings, 
professional and otherwise, and enjoys the utmost confi­

dence of his numerous patrons. 
31 
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DR. MARMADUKE DENT.-In the bistory of Monongalia 
the Dent family has played a prominent part, and bears an 
honorable record in the county's annals. The first of the 
name upon tbe soil of the county was Captain John Dent, 
who came from Loudon County, Virginia, to Monongalia in 
the early spring of the historic year of 1776. He served in 
the Broadhead and McIntosh campaigns on the western 
irontier, and was (~lmost beyond a doubt) the first sheriff of 
Monongalia County. He was a captain in the frontier 
militia under Colonel John Evans, whose only daughter, 
Margaret, 'he mamed. Captain Dent became possessed of 
a large lauded estate upon the waters of Dent's Run (which 
was named for him), and was a member of the Virginia 
Assembly, a justice,of th~peace, and served a second term 
as sheriff. H~ died September 20, 1840, aged eighty-five 
years. His wife survived him, she dying November 23, 
1851, aged nearly eighty-eight years. Their children were 
twelve, namely: 1. Elizabeth (Betsy), who was married to 
Rawley Martin; 2. John Evans Dent, who married Rebecca 
Hamilton, and removed to Illinois; 3. George Dent, who 

died at New Orleans in 1805; 4. DucUey EYans Dent, who 
married Mahala Berkshire, aunt of ex-judge R. L. Berk­
shire, and was drowned in the I{anawha River; 5. Nancy, 
wife of Captain Felix Scott; 6. Nimrod Dent, who married 
Susan Graham'; 7. Peggy, wife of John Rochester; 8. 
Enoch, who married Julia Gapin; 9. James Dent, who 
married Dorcas Berkshire, sister to ex-judge R. L. Bel'k­
shh-e; 10. Marmaduke, the subject of this sketch; 11. Ann 
Arah, the widow of the late Peter Fogle, the only survivor 
of the twelve, and w~o lives at Cranben'y, Preston County, 
with her sons, Dr. James B. and R. Bruce Fogle; 12. Raw­
ley Evans Dent, who man'ied Mal'ia Miller. 
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Dr. Mal'llladuke Dent was born at the old" Dent Home... 
Btead" on Dent's Run (formerly Scott's l\Ieadow Run),. 
about six miles from: l\'Iorgantown, in what is now Grant? 
District, Monongalia County, February 25, 1801. He at­
tended the subscription schools at Laurel Point, one mile 
from his home, and received at them what was then regarded 
as a good common sc11001 education. Being of delicate 
health and afflicted with the asJ;hma, upon arriving at his 
majority, he determined upon "the study of medicine, which 
he prosecuted with Dr. Enos Daugherty at l\forgantown, 
remaining with him over three years, when, in 1825, he 
settled at Kingwood, Preston County, and began th,e 
practice of his profession. He was the first resident phy­
sician of that county, and, at that early day, had a very 
extensive practice. Here, in 1827, he married Sarall, daugh­
ter of Colonel William Price, of Kingwood, and the next 
year moved back to Monongalia, to Laurel Point, 
where he and his brother Nimrod Dent engaged in 
partnership in the business of milling, merchandising and 
distilling, in the property purchased of their father, 'which 
business he had can-ied on there since 1790. In 1830, Dr. 
Dent sold out his business at Laurel Point to his brother 
Nimrod, and I'emoved to Granville, on the l\lonongahela 
River, about two miles from Morgantown, where he was 
post-master for many years, and where for several years he 
continued the practice of medici~e, only. In 1839, he com­
menced merchandising again, wllich business he continued 
with the practice of medicine, until shortly before his death. 
In the early days of his practice here he was called to make 
professional visits to every part of Monongalia, to P~'eston 
County, and to parts of Greene and Fayette, Penn. 

Dr. Dent l'aised eight children to adult years, who all 
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survive him but one-namely: 1. l\-Iarshall l\-Iortimer, born 
May 2, 1828, who lives at Morgantown, and who was clerk 
of the circuit court and of the county court, editor of the 
Star, member of the Richmond Convention of 1861, and is 
a member of the Morgantown bar; 2. William Marmaduke 
Dent, M.D., born March 6, 1831, a prominent physician and 
surgeon living at Newburg, Preston County, where he 
located in 1863, and who js a member of the American 
Medical Association and of the West Virginia Medical 
Society, of which he has been, successively, secretary, vice 
president, and president, and who now practices in 
partnership with his son, Dr. Fl'ank Mortimer Dent; 
3. Margaret L., born 1\Iay 2, 1833, wife of Frank 
M. Chalfant, of Lewis County; 4. John Evans Dent, 

born September 11, 1835, died at Marietta, Ohio, 
of. small-pox, March 14, 1863, where he was engaged 
as u. clerk in the quartermaster's department in the 
Union army; 5. Dr. George Washington Dent, born 
October 23, 1840, practicing at Arnettsv~e; 6. Dr. Felix 
Jackson Dent, born November 5, 1842, practicing at Breck­
enlidge, Missouri; 7. James Evans Dent, Esq., living at 
Granville; 8. Sarah Virgiuia, born October 20, 1846, the 
wife of Thomas P. Reay, of Morgantown. 

Dr. Marmaduke Dent died at the old homestead, February 
10, 1883, aged eighty-one" years eleven months and fifteen 
days. His wife, who was born June 22, 1809, survives him, 
and resides with her son Squire James E. Dent at Granville. 
Dr. Dent was stricken with pUI'alysis in October, 1880, and 
from that time till his death was nll invalid. Though one 
side of his body was pnralyzed, he fully retained his mental 
faculties almost to the hour of his death. His body was 
buried in the graveyard neal' Granville, on the 12th, beside 
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the remains of his son, John Evans Dent. The funeral 
services were conducted by the Rev. Mr. Foster, Prof. Lyon 
(of the University), the Rev. E. Price and the Rev. T. H. 
Trainer. His four sons, Marshall 1\1., Dr. William 1\1., Dr. 
George lV. and James E., agreeably to their father's re­
quest, acted as the pall-bearers. 

Many years before his death, Dr. Dent, with his wife, 
joined the Baptist Chu1'ch at Morgantown, of which he was 
a consistent member, regular in attendance, and liberal in 
its support. He met death calmly, declaring, "I know 
that my Redeemer liveth," requesting that the family wear 
no badges of mourning, and that the simDle inscription, "A 
Sinner Saved by Grace," be placed on his tombstone. 

Dr. Dent, even in his old age, was very quick and agile in 
his movements, of tall and well proportioned form, of com­
manding presence, and possessed of a clear, analytic mind 
and l'emal'kable memory. Of him a writer saiel: 

" He was no ordinary man. Strong in intellect, and with a con­
science void of offense, he was brave as Julius Cresar. A physician 
of excellent judgment, a true friend, an obliging neighbor, and full 
of sympathy, the poor will miss him. He was a stern but a just 
and kind father, a true and loving husband, a sincere patriot, an 
intelligellt citizen, and that noblest work of God, 'an honest man,' 
whose 'word was as good as his bond'." 
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MILITARY HISTORY.~~ 

French and Indian 'Var-DUnIllOre'S 'Var-Revolutionary War­
'Var of 1812-Mexican 'Var-Oregon Frontier War-The Civil 
'Var-Regular Army-United States Navy-Militia Regiments, 
1796 to 18G7-Projected Monument to 'Vashington-Projected 
Soldiers' Monument-Soldiers' Reunion, July 4, 1883-Bio­
graphical Sketches. 

" On fame's eternal camping ground 
Their sHent tents are spread, 

And Glory guards, With solemn round, 
'l'he blvouacol the dead."-O'Hara. 

IN THE defense of Colonial rights, beneath the cross of St. 
GeOl'ge, the; early settlers of Monongalia fought in the 
French and Indian war. In Braddock's defeat, 1755, and 
Forbes' exp~c1ition, 1758, it is said David and Zackwell 
Morgan served in the Virginia forces. In Dunmore's war, 
1774, David Scott served as a captain, John Evans as a. 

lieutenant, Richard Tennant as a drummer, and Peter 
Haught as a private. 

REVOLUTIONARY WAR. 

John Evans served as a lieutenant-colonel, James Daugh­
erty served as a captain, Richard Tennant as drunimer, and 
Peter Haught and James Snodgrass as privates, in l\IcIn­
tosh's campaign, 1778. These. names were secured from 
affidavits made November 15,1811, before the county court, 

*For matter kindred to the subject or this chapter, general reference is bere roadO 
to chapters sIx, seven, eIght and thirteen, of this volume. 
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by John Evans and David Scott, and later, by Richard 
Tennant and Peter Haught. 

Of the company that must have gone from Monongalia, 
and which tradition says did go, no muster roll can be 
found. It is likely that it was destroyed in th~ burning of 
the clerk's office in 1796. 

Nothing further can be found of any Monongalians sel"ying 
in the Continental armies, than what is given on pages 56 
and 57, concerning the West Augusta regiments, and of 
Zackwell Morgan and Jerry Archer, except that tradition 
further says that Jen"y Archer, of 1\Ionongalia, was the'man 
who shot Genel'al Frazer at Saratoga. 

We have no account of them, although there must have 
been Mo?-ongalians in General Clark's ca~paign in 1781, 
in Williamson's two campaigns in 1781-2, in Crawford's 
campaign in 1782, and in Harmor's campaign in 1790. In 
St. Clair's campaign, 1791, were Lovi, James and "Mod" 
Morgan and James Pindall, of a 'company n:om nlonongalia. 
In "\Vayne's campaign many of the same co~pany, it is said, 
served. . 

The following is a list of soldiers liying in l\!onongalia 
and pensioned under an act of Congress of March 18, 1818, 
for military service in the Revolutionary war: 
Stephen Archer Jesse Jaskins Zadoc 'Morris 
Richard T. Atkinson Yonst Heck Thomas ~lft\one 
Joseph Bnnnel' Ed ward Raymond JOi;eph Sapp 
Ezekiel Burrows Richaro Johnson Gabriel Williams 
Benjamin Chesnev Daniel Lee Stephen '''atkins 
Asaph Colegate • Christian Madera Ebenezer Blacksbira 
Hanry F. Floyd 

The following is a list of Reyolutionary officel's and sol­
diers in l\Ionongalia in 1832, additional to the above, ar­
ranged in alphabetical o1'(ler, and showing the nativity of 
those born outside of Virgini~: 
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Peter Bartrugg Jacob Holland (Pa.) John Stone 
John Burdin (N. Y.) Peter Hammer (Pa.) Charles Simpkins 
Solomon Chaffiu Peter Haught Henry 8ton& 
Elisha Clayton Purnell Houston Philip Snell (Pa.) 
James Collins William HaH George 'l'ucker 
.John Dent, Lieutenant George Keller James Tryon 
nenry Dorton Peter M mer James Troy 
~amuel Dudley, Zackwell Morgan Richard Thralls 
James Devers \ - Amos Morris Henry Williams 
Simeon Everly Evan Morgan George Wade 
John Evans, Colonel Richard Price John Wil1s (Md.) 
William Ford Zachariah Piles WUliam Wilson . 
Caleb Furbee Isaac Reed, (N. Y.) William Wilson (2nd) 
Stephen Gapen (P.!I.) James Scott Henry Yoho 

The following is a list of Revolutionary soldiers in Monon­

galia County, June 1, 1840 : 

Eastern .L1Ionon.qalia.-Evan Morgan, aged 88; James Devars, 86; 
William='Vilson, 84: Isaac Reed, 82 ; GeOl'ge Keller, 81. 

IVcstcl'n jJ[onon,qalia.-John Dent, aged 85; James Collins, 85; 
Elisha Clayton, 83; Charles Simpkins, 82: Benjamin Chesney, 80; 
Zadoc Morris, 79; Asaph M. Colgate, 77; Samuel Dudley, 77; Amos 
l\Iorris, 77; James Scott, 75; Robert Darrah, 71. 

The last survivor of these Revolutionary heroes was Evan 
Morgan, often called" Chunk" 1\'Iorgan, from being a small 
but heavy-set man, who diecl in 185.0. His span of life 
measured eighteen clays over one hundred years. 

WAR OF 1812, 

Col. Duelley Evans's regiment of Virginia militia served 

under Genel'ul Harrison in the Northwest, at Fort Meigs, 
from September, 1812, to some time in 1813. Great hanl­
ships were often experienced in their marches. At times 
the men had to cut bushes to lie on at night, to keep them­
selves out of the water. The regiment from first to last 
seems to have been composed of twenty-three companies, 
whicJl were I'aised in Monongalia, Hanison; Kanawha, 

Hampshire, Hanly, Brooke, Randolph, W oud, Ohio, Gl'een­

brier, Cabell and l\Iason counties. 
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CAPTAIN JESSE ICE'S CqMPANY. 

OjfiCe1'8. 
\Tesse Ice, Captain Peter Haught, ~ergeant 
Moses Cox, Lientenant Da·,.id Helmick, Corporal 
Peter Bates, Ensign Joseph Ne~ly, 
James Kelley, S"rgeant Abner Hall, 
Nathau- Hall, " George Lough, " 
Abram Cox, " 

Private8. 
Samuel AuIton William Hayh~st Henry Martin 
Henry Ashton John Harker [, John Martin 
Stephen An'her James Henderson John McMasters 
John Brown Nichol.1i Haught Charles Martin 
George Baird James Holbert John McCallister ...James Brand David Jenkins Richard Postlewaite 
Benjamin Baldwin Henry Jansen Daniel Rich 
John Brookbaut'* John Jones Philip Rutherford 
Jacob Brookhaur Jobn Knox Philip Sberman 
Jesse Coombs John King William Stewart 
Thomas Clayton James Lough Jacob Tennant 
Jacob Claust Virgil Lancaster William Underwood 
Aaron Foster Nimrod Lancaster Josepb Varner 
Alexander Hart Philip Moore Daniel Varner 
Benjamin Hayhust John Morgan John Walton 
Peter Haught Rawley Morgan Azariah Wilson 

CAPTAIN JA~IES MOnGA:X'S COMPANY. 

O'/JiceJ'8. 
James Morgan, Ca}!Jtain Joseph Le\vi£l, Ser~eant 
Isaac CoopElr, Lieutenant Hopldns RosE', •• 
Silas Stevens, Ensign John Cobun, COl·poral 
Henry Watson, Sergeant Thomas Leach, .. 
Thomas McGee, II 

Privates. 
Simeon Stevens, Fifer George Grim .Tohn Powers 
Thos. Rose, Dru mmer George Gay Tnmer Quick 
Joseph Bunner William Huggins Nathaniel Reed 
James Cobun J. Jones Josepb Rader 
John Chipps Luke Jane .Tohn Rix 
John Cobun Hpzekil\h Joseph Job Sprin~er 
Abraham DevaulN John Keller John Squires 
-'mos A. Deal Thomas LewelJen Thomas Staft"ord 
Thomas Franklin Amos Powell Thomas Stewart 
Wll1iam Ford Wi11iam Powers Alex WU~OD 

• Now Written Brookover. t Now written Clouse. 
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CAPT. SAMUEL WILSON~S COMPANY. 

Officers. 
Samuel Wilson, Captain Joseph Guseman, Corporal 
Godfrey Guseman, Lieutenant Isaao Gusemab, It 

Robert Stewart, Sergeant William Allender 
Thomas Dunn, '" George Reeso, " 
John Howell, " Francis PIerpont, Ensign 
John Fostor, " Jobn Sullivan, Drummer 

PJ'ivates. 
James Adair Asael Giffurd George NorrIs 
Josepb Austin William Hall Larkin Pierpont 
Jobn Atkison .1ame~ Herrington Zackwell Pierpont 
William Baldwin 'Yilliam Hartley John Pride 
John Baker Henry Henthorn .Tobu Robinson 
Reuben Baker 'YiJliam Houston Thomas Robiuson 
'Villiam Boyd George flopkilJson William Rohe 
Archibald Boyd Josaeph D. Hill James Reed 
Benjamin Bartlett Abram He~1-> Geor~e Randolph 
George Cropp Levi Jenkins Philip Smell 
James Donaldson Josepb Jones William Statford 
Isaac Davis .John Jenkins Peter Smeli 
Isaac Dean John Kern Clayton Swindler 
John Dean Asa I.Aewellen Hezekiah Wells 
"\Villiarn Davil:l Bobert Lemon Jobn Watls 
William D,lrnell ,Villiam May Clark WHliams 
John Fostel', Jr. Job Magill Augustine Wells 
Isaac Forman Eli Moore William Wisan 
Philip D. GordolJ. Henry May Willi~m Watson 
John Guseman James :\larty John Ma~ill 

Colonel Henry Colell13.u's Virginia regiment served at 

Norfolk, Virginia. Capta.in James Hurry raised a company 

in nlonongalia and Brooke counties, which served III this 

regiment from l\Iay to Augnst, 1814. The 1'011 of this 

company was as follows: 

CAPT. JAMES RUnny'S COMPANY. 

OfficeJ's. 
James Hurry, Captain Peter 'l'ennaut, Sergeant 

John Carothers, Lieutenant l~ewis '.rurner. Corporal 

Joseph Piekenpaugh, Ensign George Ashby, 

George McCrea, Sergeant Oarden Burgess. " 

Thomas S. Haymond, Sergeant, Lewis Smith, 

Samuel Brand, Isaac Cox,
...John Street, Morgan S. Morgan, Corporal 

http:Capta.in
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George Amos 
Nelson Bolen 
Jacob Brookover 
David Bates 
Thomas Bla.d 
Jaeob Brumagen 
J osepb Barrett 
John Bennett 
George Buchannon 
James Buchannon 
Wilhan Brown 
'Valter Brownlee 
Ed ward Bozeman 
James Collen 
Turner Compton 
Michael Conner 
l\Iorri:5 Canada 
Isaac Cohen 
Thomas Clayton, 
.Jesse Cheshire 
Henry Duzenberry 
Elisha Dawson 
'Villiam Domoss 
James Everlv 
Edw&rrt Ev~ns 
John Fisher 
Peter Fox 
Richard Fawcett 
Richard Fields 
Elisha Fard 
Jacob Flanagan 
.Jacob Goff 
Joseph Haught 

Privates. 
Harry Howard 
Patrick Haney 
Jacob Hickman 
John Harris 
William Hardesty 
Silas Hedges 
Eph. Johnson 
1.'hntncs Jones 
Zachariah Jones 
Ge.>rge Keller 
John Lemasters 
Philip Lewellen 
Jolin LipscOO:l1 b 
Andrew Luzader 
George Low 
Ed ward Matthews 
Peter ~ryers 
\Villtam Murphy 
Uriah McDavitt 
William McClinls 
Jame~ McGee 
David Matthews 
'Villiam Mc~fillon 
John Matthew!'! 
Aaron McDaniels 
Evan Morgan 
Jomes Moorehead 
Caleb Merriman 
Ahe McAtee 
Ricbard Nuzum 
Robert Prefect 
Samuel Pixly 
'WiIliam Pratt 

James Price 
Joel Rhod~s 
A!lron Riggs 
Benjamin Reod 
Cyrus Rigg"f 
Steve Ridenour 
John Roberts 
Edward Sanders 
WlJliam Stewart 
Patrick Shea" 
.Tames Stoneking 
DaVl:} Swindler 
Jacob Swisher 
\VilIiam Sh'\w 
Samuel Sbeppard 
Jl\cob Stone 
Philip Shewman 
George Smith 
William Strait 
GeC'. n. Sluith 
.Tohn Townley 
Garrett Thomaq 
Aaron Titchner 
Abe '.rennant 
.Toseph Tennant 
Josepb Trickett 
Alexander \Villoers 
Joseph \Villiams 
John ,Vilev 
\ViIliam Wyatt 
James 1. \Vest 
David 'Vest 
John'Vood 

Of the above company,' the following died while -in the 
service: 

Geo. Ashby, Corporal :Michael Conner Joseph Trickett 

Captain Willoughby Morgan raised two companies for the 
12th United States regular:;;, to serve from eighteen months 
to five years. As the most of these men were from Monon­
galia County, we give the l'o11s of both companies. 
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CAPTAIN WILLOUGHBY MORGAN'S FIRST COMPANY. 

O.lficers. 

Willoughby Morgan, Captain John Peters, Sergeant 

llatthew Hughes, Lieutenant James Watkins, Oorporal (died) 

William Parker, " George Hutchinson, "' 

Thomas Conyers, Sergeant John Thompson, " 

WiJliam Harre)), II Archibald McNeil, " 

Benjamin Evans, " Caleb Trippett, 

J'ohn Hannah, " ~eorge Speck, " 

Nathan Belford, " 

l~ri1)ates. 

WilHam Applegate Thomas Davis Daniel McCarty 
Peter Ambler Jacob Davis Danielllartin (died) 
Peter Bauzle Richard Dunn William Meadows 
Robert Brown David Douglass Johnson Murrell 
Henry, Butler Gilneld Donnally Jacoh Miller 
John Bloss Richard Dyckt3 Thomas Moncm'Q 
W1lliam BeHord Benjamin Downing William Ortner 
Samuel Bush Elias t';dmonds John Palmer 
Joseph Baldwin Marlin Fisher Joseph Parke 
Jermiah Ball WJJliam Forth George Parke 
Wisan Beck Harrison Foster Roger Parke 
David Bryan .Tohn Ferguson Jolm Painter 
Abram Bozart Robert Glass James Res"es 
James Bates Valentine Gumm Jonathan Reaves 
Jobn Basnett David Gilbert David Ray 
John Breedlove Jesse Green William Roberts 
Geo!"ge Braden Eli.tab Hawk 'Vitson Sullivan 
John Buckley Philip Hutl'ma'l \Yilliam Stanley 
Jonathan Bell .Tacob Huliman Robert R. Smith 
John Brown Aaron Harness 1os.Severns(Sovf'reignll) 
James Brown Jacob Hulster James Scott 
Jobn Beckwell John Johnsou Qiles Stevens 
Samuel Bus~ey Samuel Isor John Stover 
Daniel Crossman John Kent J oseDb Toney 
George Clouse Richard Lawrence Levi Tucker 
John Carmack J abo Landsfelt Garrett' Whitelock 
Johu O'Conner Thomas C. Ledderson William Woods 
Jobn Cease Jobn Lerlderson Joseph 'Watkins 
George B. Craft Jacob Means Samnel Walker 
Charles Clark Abe. Millan 'i'bomas WiII8 
Danllll Cook Elljab Morris Robert Warrick 
Wi!liam Day Sallluel McElroy James.Watson 
Samuel Dowell 
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CAPTAIN WILLOUGHBY MORGAN'S SECOND COMPANY. 

OJficers. 

Willoughby Morgan, Captain Jerry Ball, Corporal 
Russel Harrison, Lieutenant Enoch Ferrel, " 
Amos J. Bruce. " Henry Gearing" 
Geo. Eckridga, " John LewIs, " 
John Whaley, Sergeant Wm. Price, Musician 
Joseph Lane, " John Mahaney, " 
Thos. Conyers, U Alex. C"rson. II 

James Carmor, " John McKinney, " 
Wm. Cohen, " Chas. Alexander, " 
'.I.'homas Wills, Cerporal Ja,mes Murphy, En~ign. 

Privates. 

Jonathan Bowman James Glaas Jaeob l\fc~Iahou 
WilHam Beck James E. Goode John B. M.oore 
Benjamin Burnside Jos9pb Hensley Thomas McLain 
John Bradlove James Hunt William Millburn 
Samuel Bush W!lliam Haywood John McCoy 
Joseph Baldwin Andrew Hutchin~on Thomas McLeoggett 
Henry Butler Powell Hall \ViIliarn M.cD~uald 
Evan Beck Michael Harris Joseph Miles 
James Bates Jacob Hall Henry Nicholas 
George Braden (died) \Villiam Henderson '.rhos. Nutton 
Robert Barr Aaron Harness C. S. Pryor 
Andrew Blair William Hurrald Thomas Pratt 
James B. Browu John Hannah Edward Roe 
JObA Beckwell Richard Jobnson Benjamiu Roberts 
Robert Beck John Jones Enoch Roach 
John Barbor James Jones John Rice 
Jabn Bissell FJemlng Keysler Philip Russel 
Jame& Batt GI~orge Keysler Dickinson Simpkins 
Charles Clark Jobn Klngsolving Pat. Sullivan 
Willlam Clark Thomas C. Leader John A. Smith 
Daniel Cook '.fbomas J..Ilvingston .John Slagle 
Thomas Cbatwood James Lavely Isaac Smitb 
Jonathan ColUns Abe Liven \Villiam Scott 
Isaac Davis Conrad LltchHter James Sikes 
'Villiam D~wkins Silas Lee Nebemiah Slater 
Ed ward Dally Henry Lane Henry Sneyd 
Samuel Dowell James Lawrence Robert Stewart 
William Day (tlied) Jobn Martin John Stephens 
Richard Dunn Daniel !\Iorgan Randolph TOWDly 
James G. Ferrell William McCarmick Richard Tibbs 
Adam Fast Jacob lIoore Matthew Tenton 
Conrad Garrett Arch McNeal Samuel Taylor 
William Green Robert l\fcClasky Tbomas Turner 
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•Tohn Thomason Lewis Williams John Williamson 
Francis Tud'9tell James Wilson John Walker 
Thomas Toombs Jesse Wells Thomas Winn' 
James Trippetli Joseph \Visa Isaac H. Walker 
Joseph'i'oney Daniel Wisner Thomas Wrose 
James '.rhompson Robert Whaley Benjfunin Wistar 
JO;Jeph Venable Samuel Williamson James Watkins 
Thomali Watts 

Captain Daniel Stewart raised a company for Colonel A. 
Wood's l"egiment, and marched for Norfolk, but only 
reached Dunkard 13ottom in Preston County, when the 
news of peace alTived, and the men wer~ cUscharged, having 
sen"eel from February 20 to Marc1l 4, 1815. 

CAPTAIN DANIEL STEWART'S COMPANY. 

Officers. 
Daniel Stewart, Captain George M"Rea, Sergeant 
Isaac Cooper, Lieutenant John George, 
Mattb6w R(lbinson, " Levi Jenkins, Corporal 
Henry Furtn"y, Ensign A bel Reese, " 
Simeon 'Yoodrl1f, 'Villiam Woods, " 
John Oohnn, Sergeant John Abdon, 
James Neal, .. 

]>"ivutes. 
Jeremiah Abbott David Grin John ~Iacgill 
\Villiam Astl'OW Elij&h Hawkins James Nesbitt 
William Bl'ight John Haskinson David OlLv61' 
James Bell Edward Hartley CJharlcs-0' Neal 
James Balloon Thomas Hunt Isaac Pearce 
Ezra Beals Adam Hyrhew William Phillips 
Jacob Brittin 'Villiam Houston Thomas Porter 
Jacob Bankert James Hutohinson Samuel Pearce 
Michael Bannon Joseph John Joseoh Read 
Robert Bell Michael Knight Joseph Spencer 
John Campbell John H. Klce Henry ~p:yde,r 
Henry Criss Belljamin Lewellen John Shuttleworth 
John Clark Samuel Lewellen John Squires 
John Cox ARron Luzader James Tillard 
.Abraham Craxton Charles Ma~ill Jobn Tbompson 
John Dawson Lawrence McHenry James WatkIns 
Peter Davis Isaac Marquess Boroick Watkins 
George Danly John Martin Stephen Wilcox 
Alexander Faulkner Robert McMullen Alpbeus P. Wilson 
George Goul(1 Jobn :U11ler Benjamin \\ bite 
Gevrg\3 Glendening John Madden Alexander Zinn 
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Captain Samuel l\.e,pnedy's company of art~llery was re­
cruited at Norfolk, from several cOll\panies. A number of 
these men were from Monongalia County. The roll of this 
company was as follows: 

CAPTAIN SAMUEL KENNEDY'S C01!PANY. 

Officer8. 
Samuel J{el'nedy, Captain Noah HidgWRY, Sergeant 

Michael Shively, Lioutenant Philip ~hive)y. Corporal 

Robert Courtney, " James Hamilton, " 

John ShIvely, Sergeant Levi Jonos, " 

George Bell. " Abraham Huffman" 

JORiah Little " Fielding Ramsey. Drummer 


IJrivate8. 
John Amon John Haught Jacob Rodaheaver 
Arnariab Augustin., Jacob Haugbtman Jacob Ringer 
Wi!liam Ayres Isaao Hunse Morgan Scott 
John Butler David Jackson Thomas Scott 
Benjamin Button Samuel Jewell Gabe Speck 
William Burris John King George Steele 
HarvAY Barnes WilHam Lawlis Eph. Shroyer 
J Ohll Bru masin Job Lee John Samuels 
Matthew Campl.:;ell Samuel TJazz~n Philip Short 
John Olayton John Laidley Jesse Tucker 
Anias Davis WilliAm Lemon Joel Tatler 
John Davis George Lough William Tennant 
William Davis David Metheny Caleb Trippett 
Eli Fanner David Michael Henry Wolfe 
Thoma~ Glisson John Myers' Daniel W'olfe 
Robert Guthrie James M\)ore!and William Woods 
Edmund Guthrie Robert Means John Watts 
Jacob Gilmore John Martin John \Vheelrr 
Jesse Hanway Henry Pride John Youug 

For the above list of companies, and for many conec­
tions of the same, we are indebted to John H. Hoffman and 
Charles W. Finnell. 

Captain Zackwell Morgan was in the retreat from Wash­
ington to Bladensbtugh, and died from tlle effects of drink­
ing too much water wh~le ovel'heated. 
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MEXICA~ W ~R. 

In 1846, the 76th Regiment of Virginia militia, Colonel 
James Evans, met on l\Iay 25th, and the 104th Regiment, 
Lieut.-Colonel B. F. Tibbs, met in July, to ascertain how 
many men of them would volunteer to go to Mexico as sol­
(liers of the United States. 

Kramer's l\Ionongalia J?lues, with Captain Fowler's Cheat 
Invincibles and Captain Edison's Cavalry, in all about 200 
men, volunteered for one year; but the Government refused 
to receive anyone-year men. Lieutenant, afterwards Cap­
tain, George W. Clutter recruited a squacl of men in Mon­
ongalia County for Captain John Tyler, Jr.'s company at 
Old Point Comfort, Virginia. This squad left Morgantown 
May 21, 1847. The following are the names of the men 
composing this squad: 

Levi L. :Bryte George Hayes Ellis Mitchell 
'Villiam Black John 'V. Hayes John McFadden (dis.) 
Jesse J. Carraco Richard Hall 'Villiam Miller 
'Vm. Christy (died) Oakley Hopkins Amos Martin (died) 
Henry Dean Aaron Hamilton (died)Lewis Powelson . 
'Villialll Dean N. N. Hoffman 'Villiam Pixler (Pa.) 
Wilson Dean Alex. Jenkins Felix Scott 
George Exline John Keefover Jeff. Scott 
Jac. Farr (1~a) --Koontz Benj. Scott (died) 
Oliver Guthrie 'Villiam Miller Davis Toothman 
Levi Hayes 

OREGON WAR. 

The Oregon war, callecl in officiall'ecords the Yakama and 
other wars, began in 1854-5 ancl continued nearly three 
years. It was the l'esult of a general outbreak of the In­
clians along the Oregon and Washington frontiers. They 
ha<.l over 3,500 warriors engaged in the contest. Colonel 
Frank W. Thompson, of l\Ionongalia, commanclecl Company 
A, 1st regiment Oregon mounted volunteers, which was 
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afterwards re-organized as Company C, Battalion Ol'egon 
and Washington mounted rangers. Dallas Price anel 
Oliver Price, two brothers who were descendants of the olel 
Indian-fighting l\Iorgp,ns, and who were born and reared in 

-:Monongalia County, were in Thompson's company. 

Among the hottest contests of this war was a four-days' 

fight on the. Walla Walla River, at the point where Fort 
Bennett now stands-which fort, it is said, 'was named in 
honor of Captain Bennett, of l\Iarion County, who was 
killed in that battle. The Indians were commanded by 
Peopeomoxmox, or Yellow Serpent, one of the most famous 

chiefs ever on the Pacific Coast. During the fight, Colonel 
Thompson saw this chief killed by a l\IissoU1;i soldier named 
Sam Warfield, who knocked him in the head with his gun 

and afterwards scalped him, in retaliation for outrages com­

mitted by his warriors. After the chief had been scalped, 
Oliver Price cut a piece of skin from his back, had it tanned, 

and made a razor strop of it-another illustration of the 

savage hostility existing between the l\Iorgan blood and the 

Indian I'ace. 

THE CIVIL w.ui. 

We already have seen (in chapter thirteen) with what 
promptness and earnestness the people of Monongalia deter­
mined to stand by the Union, and abide under the govern­

ment of the fathers. The various lal·ge meetings held, the 
}'inging resolutions adopted, and the intense earnestness of 

feeling which pervaded all, evinced upon the pal't of the 

citizens of the county an unwavering, undying loyalty to 
the Union of the States. The call of President Lincoln of 

Apl'il 15, 1861, for 75,000 troops, met a prompt response, 

nor was the county behind any pal't of the loyal North in 
32 
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the promptness and zeal of her l'esponses to the subsequent 
calls. During the fom; long.ancl terrible yeal's of this great 

conflict, the men a:n:d wo~~n of the county were pr~founQ.ly 
stirred, and never once did their loyal zeal flag nor their 
devotion to their country wave~·. Deserving of lasting 
llOnor and o! perpetual remembrance are the sons of Monon­
galia who volunteered to fight their cou~~ry's battles in the 
field. They w~nt from every township, from every neigh­
borhood, and almost from every home. And many of them 
never came back any more. They wasted away with di~ease 
in the hospital, died of wounds on the field, or met sudden 

death in the ter~ible tide of bloody battle. The list of their 
names is a list of heroes. . The record of their glorioU'~ acts is 

a history of which old :l\Ionongalia may well be perpetually 
pI·oud. In following pages rnay be founel the result of a 
l)atient -attempt to present a list of these soldiers. That it 
is not full and accurate is no fault of the author. Some 
States have published a complete. list,.giving the name of 
every volunteer furnished by them during the civil war, 
with his county and residence. 'Vest Virginia, however, is 

not one of these. 

'Vest Virginia soldiers were among the very best of the 

troops which~ ~qught for the Union. Th~ s~leliers from. 

Monongalia _'~'ere among the very best of 'Vest Virginia 
troops. Hn.~ any other regiment of -the war, either Federal 

.or Confederate, a more heroic history than that of the 
. Seventh Infantry? In it was a company from Monongalia. 

Said ex-Gover!lor Pierpont, in. his 'address at the Grafton 
National Cemetery, on Decoration-day, 1883: 

"During the winter of 1864-5, I 'vas twice at the front on the 
Peninsula before Richmond. 'Vest Virginia regiments were there; 
many Northern troops were- also there. Desertion from picket 

http:pr~founQ.ly
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duty had become common; I supposed, confined principally to 
bounty jumpers, but the custom became so prevalent that the COIll­

manding general had to put a guard in the rear to catch the deser­
ters. No guard was ever placed in the rear of West Virginia sol­
diers. Some of the officers complained of this. General Ord, to. 
whom c~mplaint was l made, replied l 'The West Virginia boys had', 
a whole year to decide which army they would go into, and not. 

one of them was ever known to desert'. " 

illustrating the high estimation in which 'Vest Virginia 
troops were held by the generals of the army, Governor 
Pierpont said: 

"In 1865. at the front. at Hatcher's Run, General Meade was in 
command. General Turner next; Terry commanded the corps. 
Two'Vest Virginia regiments had been sent forward on picket duty. 
They had not gone far until they encountered a battalion of Con­
federate soldiers, and captured them and brought them within the 
Federal lines. General Meade saw the regiments returning with 
the prisoners, and, riding up to General Turner (who was a very 
profane man). said: •General, you must take better care of your 
soldiers, or they will get captured.' Turner replied, 'Captured t 

11-1! these are 'Vest Virginia soldiers, and when they get into a 
fight every d-d one of them ls a general. ,They never will be cap­
tured'." 

COl\IPAXY A, SIXTH W. VA. C. 

This company was recruited at l\Iorgantown, and orig­
inally organized as Company A, 3d 'Vest Virginia Infantry. 
It was mustered into the service of the United States at 
Clarksburg, June 25, 1861. Frank 'V. Thompson was 
elected captain and acted as such until the organization of 
the regimellt was completed, when he was promoted to _be 
lieuteRant-colonel of the regiment. On August 13, 1864, 
this compamy was re-organizec1, and became Company A, 
6th \\rest Virginia Cavalry. It had been doing c1uty as 
mounted infantry for several months previous. On Septem­
hel' 7,1864, the non-veterans in the company were mustered 
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out, their term of service having expired, and it was again 

l'e-organized, this time becoming Company F, of the same 

regiment. Soon after the re-organization the company was 

ordered 'Vest, and did duty on the plains until 1866, when, 

on :Uay 22d, its members were finally mustered out of the 

United Stat.es service. 

Offieer8. 

Jaml'~ J. 'rllOmp<oon, C.-tptitln •roseph .T. Cline, Snrgeant 
A. C. PickenjJau~h, Lient.enatlt H.ouol'L J. Fleming, Corporal 

Nicholas B. Medara, " John M. Triplett, 

Oliver S. Jono'l, Serge.-tnt Jacob 'r. Shroyer, Bu~ler 


Geor~o \Y. Deholt, John Smith, 

\Vll1iam F. Cullen, 


\Vinusor Austin Geor~e \Y. Hardillg J. F. Ross 
Thomas L. Berry William Hes!'! Uharles A. Schiller 
Isaac \V. Criss .Tohn D. Jell kins Solon Stone 
Sllnford Courtney Thoma!'! M. Johnsou lobn ).1. Solomon 
.Tohn A. Cox "I'llu!'! Lemle)" George Wright 
Anthony Conard '1'h,)llla~ H. ;\IoBee .Tan'les Watkins 
Garrett T. F(\~le Ja!'l. 1\1. ~lcVicl,ers Cbarles E. Vf atts 
William Hennen Marshall Phillips 

Ilecl'1lits. 
Ricnar,l W. Blue James W. McKenny Henry Shisler 
George W. Collins Jobn E. Price William A. Schriver 
.J(lhu Dallcer Rezin L. Piles WHlialll H. Tasker 
B. J~mnewine Tbeodore Stone Wilford Watkins 

DisclUlrged. 
F. W. Thompson.Capt. 'V.A. WidneY,Sergeant Geo, Garrhmn Corporal 
.JaR. F. Linn, Sergeant D. E. Hohues Corp'l John Powell 
Jobn C. Davis. Lieut. E. F. Haskins H. C. Spitsnagle " 

rran,~feJ'rerl. 
M. Berrv, Corporal SepheusJenkins,Corp'! William P. Goodwin 
Jame!'t n.. ~lRlthews 

I)ied. 
WilI:am D. :\finker John J. F :e,lerick 'rbomas Herrington 
831atbiel Burke Cba~. M. V. Gould Mattb(\w Jenkins 
William Cole Williatl1 H. Guthrie James Kennody 

t Promoted to be l1eutenant-colonel, anll afterwa.rd, at Martinsburg, In the summer 
of 1864, to the office of colonel. 

http:afterwa.rd
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John II. l\lcXemar WIlliam Plies Jame"! \Yonl/s 
Frederi('k G. MaZA Jam&8 Se,.,tt )lartin \Vatl{iu~ 

Veteran.? 
W.W. Hickman, Ser~'t James F. Ashby Joseph Provance 

,W. S. Cohun, John E. Blany .Tohn Rogers 
David L. Davis John H. Cortnf'Y Henry Scott 
E. H. Baird, Jobn E. Caqlthcrs David Simpson 

Josiah Davis, Corporal Jonn H. Cole LutbAr Sheats 

John T. Baily, John A. Doty Jackson Steele 

l\larsbal Scott," W. \Y. FlemIng Charle!> B. Sh isler 

David G. Casey. \Vm. Hawker Joseph Shisler
h 

Wm. Collins, Stephen O. Lewellen Leonard Shank 

George Smith, " James :\lcCJraw John L. \Yardman 

George A<\ams William ~lcPeck Solomon 'Vright 

Cbarles MartlIl John N. Maze Oliver P. Widows 

'William Doty Ephriam Provance .Tacob M. Widows 

W. R. Batson 

COMPANY E, SEVEXTH W. VA. I. 

Officers. 
I1elll'V B. LAzier, Oaptain Cal VIn Bell, Corporal 

Mt.rcus Fetty Jan. '62 'Vm. H. Cullison 
 h 

Isaac Hastings, Lieutenant \Vm. E. Canthers ., 

Anthony Jacquett, " J os. \V. Con way " 

Charles A. Calahan, Sergeant Geo. 'r. Benthem " 

William J. Roger " Clark I{e'ley 

Cyrus H. 1\1 organ " SllIith R. Irwin 

James P. Houston " John A. Walters, Musician 

Tbos. E. Sullivan, Corporal Jesse Ponnd8tone 


PJivates. 
WilIh.In Adams Thon as Colebank Isaac P. Hopkins 
Aaron Au~tin Samuel II. Cobin James C. Hcstettler 
Isaiah Adams Calvin ('obnn Larkin Hall 
.Tames C. Beatty Thomas J. Cole Samufl} Hall 
Thomas S. Beatty George A. Cummins John Holland 
Jonah Bayles Alfred l>awson .Tobn J. Jenkltl'l 
Thomas Bllyles Sam ue] Dornall \Villiam A. Jenkins 
'Vllliam Bricker Jacob Eekhart Aaron C.•Tenkins 
Jobn A • .Butcher .J(11m P. F.narnersCln JaC(Jb .Jarrett 
John Blaney Thomas V. Emer!'ion JClhn KtlIfe 
Lawreu('e Blaney William R. Fowler .Tllllll \Y. Kennedy 
Br.rtboJomew Bishop Davirl S. HOllston Robert J. Linton 
Jobn Cllnnm~ham Ira M. Herrington Samuel C. Lewellen 
Enox H. Cleavlnger Benj. F. Hcrringt(,n Zlldo('k J..,IHlhlllrl 
Tbomas P. Conwell Francl!oI Jol. Hicks Eug('niu~ Mayfield' 
Mark Carney Hllrvf>)' Hoover Jo... hlla ~III~ fi ..11i 

http:WilIh.In


502 HISTORY OF l\10NONGALIA COUNTY. 

Enoch Manning Oliver W. Powell Jacob H. Summers 
Fred. A. Merrifield William R«:.'be George V\ • Shoemaker 
Rufus J. Morgan Philip M. Robiuson John J. Swindier 
Samuel McCann Martin E. Hobins.>n Lucas Spencer 
Jobn H. Manuing Edgar 'Y. Ruble Lawrence Victor 
W. M. V. Mayfield Henry M. Ruble George W. Widdons 
Ed ward Moody Nelson Shaffer David West 
:::>Iiver Miller Solomon Stafford John Warman 
\lph. S. McVIcker Joseph E. Statrord William E. \Vilkins 
John Meckling Elza Stafford George W. Williamson 
Thomas K. Moore John F. Sparks George R. Walker 
G. R. Picken paugh James M. Sangston 

Recruits. 

Levi Bricker, Sep. '62 A. G. Lewellen, Sep.'62 John Rouy, Sep. '62 

John Conuelly, Oct.'61 S. McKenney, Aug. '64 


Iiilled. 
Aaron Austin Isaac P. Hopkins Alph. R. McVicker 
John Blaney Aarou C. Jenkins 

Died. 
John A. Butcher David S. Houston Solomon Stafford 
B. Bishop SAmuel C. Lewellen Gf o. W. ShoemR~er 


JosAph W. Conway ':-Samu&l McCann Lucas Spencer 

)lark Camey Oliver Miller 


C01\IPANY C, FOURTEENTH W. VA. r. 

Officer8. 
Oliver P. Jolliffe, Captain Rawlay C. McKee, COI'poral 
John W. BiRhop. Lieutenant Ashabel G. Devault, 
Isaac N. Holland, ., \Vllliam H. Snowdon, " 
Henry Bakar, Sergeant William W. Hess, 
Heury Howell, " Elz,\ L. ~Iorgan, 
John A. Holland, " James T. Darnell. " .,Jarued F. Jo!liffa, " William H. Austin, 
'VlIliam Craig, J. B. Williamrlon, Fifer 
Eugenus Lanham, Corporal S,\rnnel McElroy. Drnmmer 

P"ivates. 
Joseph 'Austin Lindsey Cox .!'ohn Grim 
Benry Austin Edward G. l'~aglen Thomas D. Harden 
Daniel F. Ashcraft JaCl)b Fredericks )[organ B. Hale 
John Boyd Benjamin F. Fletcher Henry W. Hardman 
William Carrol! Samuel B. Fl'nrn John H. Howell 
Garrett Conn David O. Fetty Charles G. Howell 

* Captain II. B. Lazier says McCann Is stm lIving. 
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William R. Jolliffe Joseph F.'Lemons James A. Smith 
John l\I. Jolliffe, Sr. \Vm. L. McClarrnan Thomas H. Smith 
John M. Jolliff'e, Jr. Ezekiel Marple Asa n. Springer 
Al pheus Jolliffe Daniel McElroy James H. Smell 
Jacob Jacobs Nathaniel McCosh Caleb Tarleton 
Eugenius Jenkins M iohael Price James S. Watson 
Franklin C. Kidwell WIlliam II. Prickett James W. \Vatson 
Nathan KerJJs Richard W. Prickett Thomas W. Watkins 
Benry H. King Thomas P. St>encer baleb WAtkins 
George W. King Caleb D. Spencer George W. \Vatk!ns 
.Teffereon Kisner Alpbeus Steele 

Recruits. 
Freclerick W. Cristy 'VOl. ~. Lambert Thornton R. Riffe 
Jobn C. Freeburu Jacob A. Prickett G(Jorge 'V. Willis 
Samuel Gray John Pride Abraham C. Woolard 
James 'Yo Lamliert 

.J)isclwrged. 
G. Brown, Lieutenant George :\f. Grubb Ezekiel TI ickett 
Hbnry Hell Joseph A. Kincaid 

Tramiferred. 
Geol";e W. Jolliffe 

.J)ied. 
G. H. T:larllman, Lieut. Milton.,P. Wall~ Joseph Rumhle 
Solomon Hollancl,Corp.John .T. 'frickett Archie C. !,lcBee 
John 'V. Mnu'Sf'r John ,\-V. ~'liller '. David Mellon 
'Villiam Gardner Nelqon Steelo Jacob T: MOllQer 
'Vrn. Kisner H. Austin, Corporal Christopher Rus<I!er 
Isaac B. Powell \Vm. H. 'Smith Thomas S. Jolliffe 

COMPANY A, FIRST \Y. YA. C. 

Compa.ny A, kno'wn locally as the" I{elley Lancers," was re­

cruited in :Monongalia County, and muster~a into tho service 

of the United States at Morgantown, July 18, 1861, for three 

years. The first captain was J. Lm-\Tie l\IcGee, who served 

as such until :March 25, 1862, when he was promoted to 

l11ajor* of the third ,Yo Ya. C:, After nlcGee's promotion, 

lieutenant H. H. Hagam; was conllfiissioned captain of the 

company, anel served until July 3d, when he resigned; an(l 

• ~Jajor ~icGee was promoted to l1eutenant-colonel on July 18, 186-'i, and to Colono 
on )larch 10, 181j;). 

http:Compa.ny
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Charles H. Capehart was assigned to the command. After 
\ 

the resignation of Colonel Annisansal, Hagans was 1'e­. . 
appointed, and again took command of the eompany, 

September 3d. - In November, 1864, Hagans was commis­
sioned as major of the regiment, and Lieutenant N. N. 

Hoffman as captain of the company. Hagans declined the 
promotion, anel Hoffman was neyer mustered in as captain. 

'rhe compahy took part in the engagements at Romney, 

Blue's Gap, ,Yinchester, Port Republic, Orange C. H., 

Cedar l\Ionntain, Kelley's Ford, second Bull Run, Droop 

l\Iollntain and Cloyd l\Iollntain, and was ill twenty-two 

other battles, skirmishes and raids. It was mustered out at 

"Theeling, July 8, 1865. 

Ojjicers . 

H. H. HagHns, Captain •John 1. Jarrett, Corporal 
N. N. H<.tfmon. Lieutenant Edmund H. Selby. " 
T. H. B. Lemley, Andrew .J. Hibbs, 
'{'!Jomas D. Pugh, Sergeant John W. Phillips 

. Wm. H. Jones, Q, M. Sergeant Aaron Barker, " .,Wm. P. Merrill, Sergeant 'Hehael P. Wells, 

Flelning Dudley, Com. Ser~eant Samuel Goodwin, 
 " 
Elias A,' Dudley, SergAant Geol'~e R. Able " 
Abram Hess, It L. W. Flanders 

Sholhy P. Barker " GBorge D. Hid'.;way 
 " 
John Byer, Corporal 

'Nimrod Austin 'Vm. J. DE'I'rimer Virgil S. Jones 
'Vm. Eo Abbott .John J. Dillworth John Lawlis 
'Vm. C. Anderson Jaeob T. Eajrlen Job Lawlis 
RichIJrd B. Bprry Wm. H. Evans Leven Lawlis 
,,\Vm. Brown Simeon Furman \Vm. E. Lynch 
Petor J. B!l\lE'r Alonzo Finnell ThomllS Manear 
Jo~eph F. BHllsiman Clark Gidley Festus H. ~fcDollgal 
.Jonathan Bausiman Samuel Go!idllY (Va' Andrew J. Morris 
Fr.meis M. Bmi Wm. H. Ha~aJ1~ (Pa) Rpzin S. Michael 
James P. Cllrroll Jas. Headland (OhiO) Garrett L. McCauley 
MoE'S W. CheRuey Edward Hl\rt Nimrod Neely 
Tho8. Co1lin~ Arthur Hart Isaac N. Phillips 
Daniel J. Carper Jacob Hare (PIl) Oliver P. Pbillip"! 



l\IILITARY HISTORY. 505 

Hiram Piles F. VanSwartown (Paj James A. Neal 
Con rad C. Potter Oliver P. Wade James J. Page (Pa) 
John E. Phillips David Wiedman John J. Popel 
Daniel Rhodes (Pa) Johu Wells Wm, C. Ridul~ 
Daniel C. Riudle R. I. J. Clea\-er, SebastIan Swiuk 
Thomas Rose Jacob Blosser Alex. J. Swaney (Pa) 
Beckwith H. Saer Cal"l> P. Conn Herman Koster 
Lewis Sutton Daniel Corl'e11 Edwin S. Wyatt 
Sameui Sheets John Izenhart Clark Gidley 
Jacob Sheets lVUJ. H. Fear James Warman 
Cllarles Star (Ohio) Jobn Goodwin Bartholomew Jenkins 
Geo. 'V. Smith \Vm. H. "}nlbrie Thomas H. Fru~t 
John H, Snider Henry II. Hunter James Kidwell 
H. M. Tomlinson (Va) Thomas D. Hawker .John H. Vonn, L;eut. 
John L. Tygart 

Died 'while in seJ'l-'icc. 

Richard Lee Henry Hen.y Rumble Joseph Smith 
E. \V. Murphy, bugler Calvin Sheets Wm. Sheridan 
Thomas Robinson Geor~e W. Smith 

Discharged. 

Oeo. H. King, Lieut. Thomds Griffith Samuel Merrifield 
.T. J. Jennewine, John E. Hotfman John W. McIntyreit 

O. W. Chandler, Ser~'t. Peter Bess John W. McCalty 
J. L. McGee, Captain 'Vilson Jones William 0' Reid 
J.R.Dllnaldson, Corp'l. John W. Keller Charles Snider 
Thos. J. Edwalds 

COl\IPANY C, 'l'HInn W. VA. C. 

"Vas organized at Brandonville, Preston County, O'ctoher 

1, 1861; marched to Clm'ksburg, whel'e it l'emaiued until 

January 15, 1862, when it proceeded to New Creek; served 

under Generals Fremont, Stoneman and J{elley; was at 

Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, and on many other hard-fought 

fields. On its roll were the following men from l\IonongD,lia : 

Michael Ferrell, Serg't. Wm. Barthlow \Yilliam C. Myers 
Syl. Ridgwf,y, Serg't. Levi Bricker Jacob Myers 
Ulysses DaviR, Corpf)••Tames Deets Edgar C. Plies 
Will. Deets. " Jacob H. Hart H. R. Stansberry 
F. C. Spencer, II George Jfnkins John Smith 
Alfr('d Porter ThoJnas Stoker Lewis S. Stoneking 
Eri Anderson Wm. G. Lazzel Samuel Ticbual 
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William Fleming Middleton Roby Joshua Barthlow 
"'Wm. H.Shaw George W. Rude David Shaffer 
>:'Jonathan Stahl W. E Kines .luo. E. Hoffman, LIeut· 
James S. Perry 'Villiam Protzman Enos Myers 
A. J. Statler B~lser Shaffer Geo. 'V. Deen 
James P. St. Clair Jaaob Hart 

COl\IPANY D, THIRD W. VA. C. 

Company D was formed at J\Im'gantown in August, 1862, 

and, with two exceptions, consisted entirely of l\Ionongalians. 
It proceeded to "\Yheeling, where, on October 21st, it was 

mustered into service, and sent to New Creek. Its members 

were engaged in scouting through the mountains near 

Petersburg, and in less th~n four weeks after their arrival 

had, without loss, captured a number of the enemy equal to 
their own. They did good service as scouts, and were 

engagaged in some of the hottest contests of the war. On 

the organization of the company James R. Utt was elected 

captain, and served as such until l\~ay 16, 1863, whe"n he 

was killed in action at Piedmont Station, Fauquier County, 

Va. After Captain Utt's death, Lieut. G. 'V. 1\1cVicker was 

commissioned as captain, July 18, 1863, and commanded 

the company until it was finally mustered out, June 30, 

1865, at 'Yheeling. 
Officers . 

George W. ~IcVicker. Captain • Toseph F. Halfin, Corporal 
McGill Clark, Lieutenant 'V. R. Richad 
.Josepb Robbins " O. B. Lawless 
Jacob Sturgeon, Sergeant David E. Cordery " 
Nelson Snodgrass, Com. Serg't Joseph Hartley U 

Charles E. Morris, Q. M. Serg't James Boord, Bugler 
Jolm C. Reppert, SergE'ant Allison S. Dilliner" 
Neely Mahanah 
Thomas H. LOUAh " 'Villiam Irvin, Farrier 
'Villia~ Rogers Jacob Lemons, Blacksmitb 
Albert G. Everly, Corporal Chas Johmmn " 
.Joseph Doherty II ',,'. A. Lewellen, Teamster 
Wm. E. Garlow George W. Snitler" 

* Shaw and Stahl were both captains or the company, at d1fferent times, and botb 
resigned. 
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])I'ivates. 
Am:>8 C. Andersoll 
Thomas Boice 
Isaac Boice 
John F. Braud 
Jonathan Brown 
Jobn P. Burbridge 
William R. Bixler 
Jacob Barracman 
James B. Craig 
Ch ristopher Coro 
E. J. Clayton 
~;<Johl1 Clark, Serg't 
NImrod Cole 
Jobn Core 
Benjamin Core 
Isaac N. Furman 
Stepben U. Bess 
James R. Hall 
James Hayes 
Asa Henderson 
Silas Henderson 
l\'larion Hawkins 

Wilham Harris 
James M. Jones 
Juhn Keefover 
Elery J. Lough 
Elijab Lawson 
Washington Martin 
Silas McGraw 
Azel McCurdy 
James E. Myers 
Warren :Murphy 
John 8. Nuzum 
Jacob Piles 
Joseph Pride 
Albert Plum 
William Phillips 
George W Ro binson 
Uriah Rider 
Edgar Ii'. Reece 
George n. Slaffer 
Donnis .:\1. Shaffer 
Alpheus Springer 
'Da\'id Slanton 

James D. Springer 
W. '.rhompsou 
Chris Toothman 
Calvin Vandegrart 
Ueorgo W. Wilson 
George W. Weekly 
Levi Weekly 
Peter .:. Winieg 
George \V. West 
'rbomas Watton 
John Wrigbt 
Joseph Bowers 
Perry Arnett 
Charles H. McLane 
Jacob K. Kennedy 
.Tosephus Mulltrew 
William S. Glasscock 
Jacob Dohard 
John \V. Jester 
Geol'ge W. Wilson 

IJied 1l.dtile in Service. 
Ja·nes R. Utt, Captain Elza T. Lough John J. Stewart 
John W. Conwell, Serg'tIsaac T. Lvons Ezra Tenent 
Elza Hall "F.ric Rinehart Samuel Gardner, Serg't 
John O. Johnson " 

Disc/iarged. 
James P. Arnett \Vllliam Harris J ames Rogers 
Joseph W. Bowers James M. Henry Isaiah Rlgg8 
James A. Downey William F. Lazzel Riley H. Smith 
John B. Gray George S. Laidley .Joseph Skentz 
Burnett Haney Bernard F. Leonard Ddvid Weedm.an 

CO~[PA..'iY I, FOUUTEENTH W. VA. I. 

Elias C. Fin~el1, Captain 

James B. }1'ogle, Lieutenant 

Silas \V. Hare, ~ergeant 


Rezon Holland, 

Thos. B. \Vells, " 

Frederick Breakiron, ., 

Cyrus Courtney. " 

Jackson R. Stoker, Corporal 


(),/jicel's. 
George \V. DawROn, 
Frederick A. \Vells, 
\V. J. F. Marpn, 
\Vm. L. And~rson, 
John W. :\fartin, 
Joseph J. Weaver, 
John ~aunders, 

Corporal 


., 


" 


.. Comm1tted suicIde at Camp Chase. 0., April :J, 18(3.3. 
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])ri",·ates. 
William L. Abel John 'V. Haney Henry Robey 
RoLert Brooks Daniel 'V. Jones Jonah T. Summers 
Marshall Branu 
'William Beaty 
John Beaty 

Daniel R. Jackson 
George 'V. Kelly 
Joshua 'V. Keener 

!\farion N.SlIanes 
Felix Scott 
Imlah Scott 

Eugenius Bell John S. Lemon James L. Shroyer 
James A. Barnes Aaron B. Lewellen George T. Turner 
D. W. Breakiron Benson Mollisey Napoleon B. 'l'ibbs 
Lawrence S. Blaney A'rthur Murray Lebhens C. 'Veltuer 
Mortimer eade Ferry MIJLane Jaeob S. Shisler 
John S. Cole Alexanuer McCauley George 'V. Castle 
l!'rancis O. Chalfant John S. McMillen William S. Morrison 
Benjamin F. Childers Peviu Murphy A. D. Fundenbul'g 
Zacquill Dunn William A. Morris Thomas P. Knox 
John P. Fetty Charles H. ~1adera David B. McIlwain 
Samuel Gould GE'or~e Nuce William S. Morrison 
Issac Mcr. Gallaher Ab'C'l\m Nuce Jos. R. Peck, Lieut. 
'Villiam B. Heix James F. Porter George Barb 
John Hunter Michael Rice 'Villiam P. Cole 
William Dawson Robert B. Reed Bm;hrod W. Finnell 
William S. Hoard William A. Frielld I. 'Yo Galligher 

Died 'wldle in se'J'vice. 
Levi Bolinger James "T. Heix William A. Stewart 
William D. Bon~hel' Robert C. Jackson William Scott 
Beth Boice Elias Martin Nicklin Rayres 
George C. Bowers JOS~phU8 Neighbor& Francis Thomes 
Nlcho:as V Flum Abraham Piles Henry C. Thoru 
Alpheus:B. Fear Israel Phillips Uriah Griffith, Lieut. 

Disclw'l'ged. 

Jno. \V. Martin, Corp'l. Alpbeus D. Lyons Robert Powell 
G. Barri~kmlln Draper Law!ess I.JewiR A. Sisley 
Francis M. Fetty William L. Pool John M. Weltner 
Jospph S. Kel1ey 

COMPANY E, SEVENTEENTH W. YA. I. 

Com11nny E was recruited in 1\Ionongalia County in 

August. 1864, and mustel'ed into service at "'heeling, Sep­
tember 3(1. Soon after its organization it was sent to 
Dulltown, Braxton County, where its members engaged in 

scouting and skirmishing until April 1865, when they were 

ordel·ed to Clm'ksburg, and later to Wheeling, where they 
were mustered out, Jnne 30th. 
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Officers. 
Frank I~. Hicks, Captain Edgar McRa, Corporal 

Harvey Rtag~er;;, Lieutenant Wm. J. Vaudivert, " 

Alpheus Garrison, " John Brown, 

Harmon Trickett, Sergeant J. Milton Hartley 
 " 
Granville Brown, " James ~. Davis, 
Clark Kelly, " Isaac N. Litman, 
Nathan Jone~, George C. Hayes, " 
Leonard Selby) Corpolal Nimrod Protzman, 1\1 usieian 

]lJ'l'L'ates. 
Robert M. Altman Alex H. Lindsey ~im()n P. Tennant 
Sam II AI A 1brigh t Adam Moore Anclrew Tennant 
V{illiam B. Brown Gilbert F. Moore Jacob P. Tennant 
Daniel fll'Own 'Vailtnan :\ler('er Enoch Tennant 
Henry H. B\1r~oine P. D. Md{pnney Josepb E. Watts 
Horatio Brittf'Jl Oliver P. MeRa Geor~e W. Watson 
Joh n "V. Britten Zadoc McBeo Alpheus 'Vest 
R. D. Brookover Amllli Orr .Tames Willia~s 
Henry Bell Asa S. 0' Kell\' Michael P. Williams 
John 2011:' 0 P uffen tWI"J!er Jeremiah "'right 
Rush W. Dorsey Marion Plotzmao 'VaIter Lewis 
Solorn(IJl DorIon William H. Phillips Elbl:'rt M. Arnett 
James T. Eherhart Alp.heus Pew Benjamin F. Davis 
\Vi1liam A. Eberhart Henry F. P('w Joseph P. !.>RTis 
Thomas Flumm William \V. Pixler Asa Dil!on 
Thomas D. Field Francis ~~. Powell Martin L. Garl 
Leonard Flsber Elza PlulU Nelson Male 
J ames Freeman Alexander Rumble WHIIam MinRrrl 
Martin V. B. Funk John Rice Jonathan Male 
Joseph Gwyn Isaac H. Smith Henry Myers 
Jaremiah Hare Benjamin F. Selby S. B. MeG regor 
Samuel W. Harden Columhus Summers JamaR E. Bratt 
\Villiam R. Hopkins Hiram Springer Robert Ramsey 
El'astus Kirkpatrick Adam Staggers William Simonton 
lfarshall J. Knox Jesse S. Severe William T. Stewart 
Jacob Lyons J oh n A.. Thom pson John Wryck 
Thomas Lanham Zimi Tennant Juhn 'V. Carrico 

Diell 'lVltile in sen-ice. 
Thop. A. Ryan, Serg't. 'Villiam N. Arnett Peter Shafter 

IJisclLarged. 
Simeon Am..tin .James K. Phillips Wm. M. Tennant 
Henry Conaway Isaiah Robe Amon J. 'I'ennant 
George W. ~folo 

BATTERY F, FIRST W. VA. L. A., 

'Vas organized as Company C, 6th Virginia Infantry, in 
August, 1861, and in 1\Iarch, 1863, by order of the Secretary 
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of 1\TaI', permanently detached from the regiment and 

transferred to the 1st 'V. Va Light Artillery. In it served 
the following 1\tlonongalians: 

Jno. W. MaRon, Serg't. Elisha C. Allender Alhert B. Mason 
Samuel Fetty Capell Bolland Rohert Robes 
Jonatbau Fast 

In addition to the foregoing, we have account of the 
following l\Ionongalians 38 serving in the organizations 
named: 

Co. A, 3d ~V. V. I.-Jobn C. DaYis, J..Jieutenant; John E. Car­
others, Corporal; 'Vm. H. Shriver, Charles Martin, F. M. Burns, 
Marshall Scott, Henry L. Scott, Charles B. Schisler and Solomon 

'Vright. privates. 
Co. B, .3d 'V. V. I.-John Bell, private. 
Co. B, 6th 'V. V. I.-James H. Arnett, private. 
Co. N, 6th 'V. V. I.-James Pettatal, prh'ate. 
Co. K, 7th 'V. V. I.-Jolm M. Jones, Corporal. 
Co. F, 12th 'V. V. I.-Jonathan Arnett, private. 
Co. E, 14th'V. V. I.-'Villinm J. Stewart, private. 
Co. K, 14th 'V. V. I.-S. ,Yo Gilmore, Sergeant; Dayid C. Fur-

man, private. 
Co. B, 15th 'V. V. I.-Joseph Jenkins, private. 
Co. D, 17th 'V. V. I.-Isaac Gallagher, private. 
Co. B, 1st 'V. V. C.-David Shaw, private 
Co. G, 1st 'V. V. C.-Jacob T. Euglen, Nimrod Neely, Thomas 

l\Iinear and Richard B. Berry, privates. 
Co. H, 2d'V. V. C.-Thomas 'Varman, private. 
Co. A, 3d 'V. V. C.-Thomas H. McBee, private. 
Co. B, 3d 'V, V. C.-'Villiam I. Ervin, T. J. 'Voody and William 

L. Simpson, prh'ates. 

Co. E, 3d 'V. V. C.-E. 'V. Snider, private. 
Co. B, 4th 'V. V. C.-Sylvanus RePPM.·t and Samuel G. 'Yall!", 

privates. 
Co. 1\1, 4th 'Y. V. C.-'V. H. Phillips, private. 
Co. E,6th 'Y. V. C.-S~ 'Y. Fleming and James A. Mayfield, 

privates. 
Co. G, 6th 'Y. V. C.-John Been, private. 
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Co. H, 7th W. V. C.-IHaac Smith, private. 
. Co. C, 61Ht Penn.-George 'V. Smith, private. 
Co. B, 62d Penn.-Josiah Frankenberry, private. 
Co. -,16th Ohio-'Villiam Simpson, private. 
Co. G, U. S. Reg.-Samuel N. Stewart, private. 
Co. F, 6th 'V. V. C., Veteran-Richard 'V. BluE',· Lieutenant; 'V. 

W. Hickman, Lieutenant; Jacob M. 'Viddows, 'V. R, Batson, B. 
.Jennewine, James McGraw, Henry Shisler, John Dancer, John A. 
Doty, Oliver P. 'Viddows, William S. Cobun, William Doty, John 
E. Price, John P. Shively and Luther Sheets, privates. 

Co. -,23th Ohio Volunteers, William Fogle. 
Co. -,45th Illinois Volunteers, Bruce Fogle. 

Co. A, 6th, "'. V. C., Garrett T. Fogle. 
7th 'V. V. I., E. D. Fogle, Quartermaster. 
- -, Enoch Plummer Fitch, Quartermaster, died. 

Eight 'Vest Virginitl. regiments, including many men from 

lIonongalia County, were" in at the death" of the Confed­

eracy, in April, 1865, and witessed the surrender of the 

commander-in-chief and his immediate command. 

~IOXONGALIA'S QUOTAS ASD CREDITS. 

From the commencement of hostilities to December 31, 

1864, ]\Ionollgalia County had furnished 1,550 men for ser­

vice in the army of the United States., From January 1st 

to August 31, 1865, the county was credited with 155 mOl'e, 

making a total of 1,705. Besides these, a large llumber of 

Monongalians enlisted in companies credited to other 

counties, and, in some cases, to other States; so that the 

number of men from this county, who served in the Federal 

army during the civil war, can not be less than two thous­

and, and, if the absolute facts could be known, might even 

exceed these figures. 

• 1\11'. Blue moved West atter the war, nnd Is now a State Senator In U:ansas, residIng 
at Pleasanton. 
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Previous to March 14, 1864, no quotas were ever assigned 
to the different counties in the State. Monongalia's quota. 

under the call of that date was sixty-five men; under the 

next call, July 18th, it was 263 men. By December 31st, 
these two quotas were filled, and the county had a sUI'plus 
of seven men to her credit. Under the call of December 

~9th, the county's quota was 164 men, and by August, 1865, 
these were all furnished exce pt two. Among the 237 men 

drafted in '"yest Virginia were two from Monongalia-Bail~y 
Shultz and -- --- -neither of whom ever served, it is 

said, by reason of the quota being afterwal'd filled by 

volunteers. 
In several counties independent companies of scouts, 

called State Guards, were organized and in service. 

Monongalia had no such organization, being some distance 
from the seat of war and comparatively peaceful. 

LOCAL BOUNTY. 

In 1865, Adjutant General F. H. Peirpont addressed 

letters to the Boards of Supervisors in the various counties, 

requesting an official statement of the amount of money 

expended in e~ch for the payment of local bounties to 

soldiers. To this request the officials of this county replied 

that lHonongalia 11ac1 raised and paid the sum of $154,425 
for this purpose. Nothing further than this can be learned, 

as the records neither show the amount raised nor llOW 

expended. 

Arthur Murray of Company I, Fourteenth W. Va. In­
fantry, was wounded and taken prisoner at Cloyd 1\Iountain. 
He was treated by Dr. M. A. Montague, who pronounced 
his outer jugular vein cut off. He lost a large amount of 

blood, but got well. Over sixty Southern doctors came to 
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see him, and all pronounced his recovery a wonder. 1\11'. 
l\1url'ay now lives in 1\forgan District. 

l\fO~OXGALIAXS I~ CONFEDERATE SERVICE. 

Three Monongalians were colonels in the Confederate 
armies, namely: Dudley Evans, J. M. Heck and Lowrie 
'Vilson. D. Boston Stewart was a major on Gen. W. L. 
Jackson's staft: Rawley Stewart was captain of Co. A, 31st 
Virginia Infantry, and was killed. Laben Exelinc was 
captain of Co. A, 25th Virginia Infantry, and Orlando Shay 
was quartermaster. The following Monongalians were in 
the 1st Brigade of the 2d Division of Stonewall Jackson's 
corps, and fought in all the battles of the army of Northern 
Virginia fronl 1861 to Aptil, 1865: 

CO}IPANY A, TWENTIETH VA. C. 

This company was composed mainly of men from l\1arion 
and Monongalia counties, and was 107 strong. 

Officers. 
David M. Camp. CaptaIn P. L. Jamison. Sergeant 
Stephen Franks, Sergeant George W. Wilson, C~rporal 

Privates. 
Alfred Ammon L. B. 0amp Elsworth Stewar~ 
Rezin Ammon U. S. Camp William Stewart 
Zitnrl Ammon A. J. Camp G. W.Smlth 
Edgar Barker Van Coombs George Shay 
John T. BeH George Garrison Edward Trickett 
Edward Bell 
David Bussey 

William Garvts 
J. 'V. Jamison 

A. O. Wilson 

COl\IPANY TI, TWENTIETH VA. c. 
A. J. Jon'es, Sergeant Miller Clark; Private 

Frank Jones " \Villiam Fisher, " 

Henry Wlls~ntCorporal Andrew Tennant, " 

Calvin Arnett, Private John Wilson, " 

Edward Boer. _ u George Wilson, " 


TWENTY-SIXTH D.\TTALION C.\VALTIY. 

H. A. Ferrel, Captain Charles Malott Private 
ASbury Toothman, Sergeant Jesse Thomas, " 

33 
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Ed Arnett, P rivllte Zack. W\Jst. Private 
James Hurry, " Joseph Wiseman, " 
Wm. Malott " 

Alexander Randall was in the 17th Va. Cavalry; the 
command in which George Dering was is unknown. 

A. O. 'Vilson after the war went to Bates County, 
Missouri, where he was elected constable, and was killed by 
Hardy, a member of the James band of highway robbers, 
while attempting to an'est him. 

Laben Exeline, with his arm shatt~n'ed, led two charges 
at South Mountain. 

A. Ammon and A. Toothman were killed in the war. 
George 'Y. Wilson carried a dispatch fro~ Gen. Breckin­

ridge to Gen. Rhodes, around Fort Lincoln, near Washing­
ton City, after twelve men had been killed in the attempt. 

t". S. REGULAR ARMY. 

In the United States l'egular army severall\Ionongalians 
have served besides 'Villoughby l\Iorgan's recruits. It 
seems that Captain Zackwell Morgan, who ~ied at Bladens­
burgh, was in the l'egular army. It is so stated on an old 
county order-book. lYe have mention also of a Lieutenant 
Milton Carr, from l\Iorgantown, and of Samuel N. Stewart 
of Company G, 17th United States Infantry. 

In the Naval Service, besides Lieutenant Commander 
Chadwick (see sketch, following), we have the name of 
Thomas J. Meeks of the Oricket No.6. 

THE MILITIA. 

Col. John Evans was lieutenant commandant of 'Monon­
galia County in 1780 (the title of the office was" cOlmty 
lieutenant"), lmving command of the militia and the man­
agement of the military-fiscal affairs of the county. In 
1784, 'Villiam l\IcClem'y was appointed colonel, and acted 
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under Col. Evans. Reference, in 1777, is made in old docu­
ments to Col. Zackwell 1\Iorgan and Col. Charles 1\Ial,tin, 
but nothing is given to show why the title of colonel was 

used. The first official mention of militia officers we have­
is in 1796. In that year, John Dent was captain of afit 
artillm'y company, with Robert Scott and 'Villiam Tingle as. 
lieutenants. James 1\Iorgan, John Sovereigns, Jonathan 
Brandon, Lemuel John and Elijah Burris were captains. 
John Fall'fax, George 1\Iartin and James 'Vebster were 
lieutenants, and ",Villiam 1\Iartin and Enoch Evans were 
ensigns. No mention is made of the number of the 
regiment, but most likely it was the 76th. 

Capt. W. N. Jarrett commandecl a cavalry company as 
early as 1810, and later there was a volunteer company 
called" The Monongalia· Blues.". 

-About 1824 or 25 it seems that the field officers elected 
their colonels, and the men of each company the officers 
thereof, who were commissioned by the governor. A hook 
of records was kept in each regiment from that time to 
1863, but not one of them can be found in the county. 

Isaac Cooper was lieutenant-colonel of the 76th regiment, 
and about 1840 James Evans was electe~ colonel and held 
the office until 1861. The 11&th Regiment was broken up, 
and the 140th and 178th were formed on the west side of 
the 1\Ionongahela River. Boaz B. Tibbs and Thomas F. 
Bankard were lieutenant-colonels of the 140th. 

In 1834, Monongalia, Preston, Brooke and Ohio counties 
composed the 10th Brigade of the 3d Division. The 7th, 
10th, 16th and 20th Brigades formed the 3d Division. Each 
county was divided intol'egimental districts of not less than 
300 nH~l1. Each regimental district was divided into two 
battalion districts, which were suh-c1iYic1ecl' into four COll1­
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pany districts, each company numbering from 50 to 100 
men. Col~nel, lieutenant-colonel and major were elected 
by the officers of the several companies. A captian and four 
lieutenants were elected by each company. Each captain 
appointed five sergeants and six corporals. Every able­
bodied man between the ages of 18 and 45 was enrolled. 

The following camp equippage was allowed for the 3d 
Division, if called into service: one kettle for every six men, 
one ax and spade for every twenty, ancl 0:r:te wagon for every 
eighty. 

About the first Monday of Maya well drilled officer, who 
was sent to each county, drilled all the county officers for 
three days, and then each succeeding day assisted in 
drilling a regiment, until all the regiments were thus drilled. 
About the first of October; each battalion drilled one day. 
On the fil'st Saturday in April and October each company 
drilled in its OW11 territory. After all these drills, and 
about the last of October, the officel's of each regiment 
met and held a court martial, and every man absent at one 
of these drills had to present a lawful excuse, or he was 
fined. The brigadier-generals elected by the Legislature 
for the 10th Brigade, so far as we can obtain them, were 
Evan Shelby Pindall and Buckner Fairfax (of Preston). 
'Yhen the late war broke out, the militia was re-organized 
by the Re-organized Government, and again by the 'Vest 
Virginia Legislature in 1863. In March, 1864, we find that 
Monongalia County was in the 3d Brigade, 1st Diyision, 
commanded by Gen. Edwai'd C. Bunker. The 76th Regi­
ment was changed to the 14th Regiment, commanded by 
C01. Franklin R. Sinclair; the 140th to the 15th, Col. 
Reuben Finnell; and the 178th to the 16th, Col. George 
Price. 
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The militia of l\Ionongalia was twice called out in 1864, to 
re~el tlneatened invasions. On Thursday, August 4th, Gen. 
Bunker called out the 14th and the 16th l'egiments, which 
marched, on the following l\Ionduy, from Morgantown to 
the Runner fat'm, and went into camp, awaiting further 
orders to advance.. On the 10th, o1'(lers an'ived to return 
home, as the danger was past: On the 30th of September, 
1864, the militia of l\Ionongalia, l\Ialion, Taylor and 
Pr,eston, in all 6000 men, were called out. They were 
stationed at Fairmont, Fettel'man and Grafton, but were 
not attacked, and were ordel'ed home in a few days. 

On the 26th of February, 1867, 'the militia law was 
repealed, so far as requiring sel'Yice in time of peace, unless 
called for by the govel'llor; and thus the militia organiza­
tions went down. 

TENTH BRIGADE, THIRD Dn~SION, VIRGINIA MILITL~. 

The 76th Regiment, in 1800, embraced the territory of 
Monongalia. In 1805, the territOl'y of what is now Preston 
County was embraced in a milital'Y district. We find 
~ention at this date of the 104th Regiment, which was a 
regiment of l\'Ionongalia until 1818, and afterward of Pres­
ton County. In 1807, it seems that all that part of l\Ionon­
galia west of the l\Ionongahela River was embraced in the 
bounds of the 118th Regiment, organized in that year. A 
company of ca,·alry was organized in 1807, and attached to 
the 3d Regiment, 3d Division, and the company of nrtillery 
mentioned in 179G was in existence, and attached to the 
same l·egiment. Fl'om 1796 to 1824 we haye the follo,ying 

data of these ol'ganizations: 

SEYEXTY -SIXTH REG nmXT. 

The date of the ol'gallization of this regiment is unknown. 
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It is probable that Col. John Evans commanded this 
regiment, but the first mention is of Col. James McG~e, 
who died ill 1820, and was succeeded by Ralph Berkshire. 
Ricllal'el 'Vatts was lieutenant-colonel in 1820 . 

.]lqjm's.-Duclley Evans, of 1st Battalion, 1800 ; James 
Scott, 2nd Battalion, 1800; John Fairfax in 1814. 

,Oa:lJtains.-Daniel Sayre, (18.00); in 1802, Archibald 
)1001'e, Joseph Kratzer, Ezekiel Cheny, Adain Brown, 
David Scott, John "\Vest, Samuel :Minor, James Tibbs and 
Anthony Smith. John Scott was captain of a grenadier 
company attached to the 76th Regiment. In 1807, Thomas 
Wilson and David Bayles were captains; in 1808, James 
Hurry; 1812, Zackwell l\1organ, Rawley Scott and Uriah 
Morgan; 1815, Daniel Stewal't; 1817, Jacob Smith, Benja­
min Leach, Archibald Wilson, Joseph Allen, Thomas Cain, 
and Cornelius Berkshire; 1819, Owen John, Francis 
McShane anel Elisha Hoult; 1822, Thomas S. Haymond. 

OXE HUXDRED AND FOURTH REGIMENT. 

The date of organization is lmknown, but mention of the 
regiment is made in 1805, when Jacob Funk was a lieuten­
ant in it. 

Oolonels.-.Alexander Brandon, till 1806, when James 
Cla~'k succeeded him; 1812, James l\1cGrew ; John Fairfax. 

Lieutenant-Oolonels.--Jalltes l\1cGrew and William Price. 
.Jll({iOi'8.-1806, Jallle~ Carroll and John Gribble; 1815, 

Samuel Shaw. 

(}y)taiJl8.-1806, James McGrew, J 01111 Sovereigns and 
,Jacob Funk; 1812, Robert Clark, Jacob nlouser; Daniel 
McCollum, David Curry, John Trembly, James Cobun and 
Charles BYl'ne; 1815, William Sigler, ~athan Ashby and 
John Rightmire. 



519 MILITARY HISTORY. 

In 1818, Preston County was formed ancl the regiment fell 
in its bounds. 

ONE HUXDRED AND EIGHTEE~TH REGIMENT. 

This regiment was organized in 1807, when James Scott 

w'as colonel, succeeded, in 1817, by Rawley Martin. The 
lieutenant-colonels were:' 1819, ,Joseph Pickenpaugh; 1823, 
,Jesse Ice. :l\Iajors: Davicl Scott and Simeon Everly; 1816, 
Jesse Ice; 1817 , John Lough. 

COIll.))a It ies. Cavtains. Lieutenants. Rlltlians. 

1. John 'Vest Andrew Arnett David :Musgrave 
2 John J.Jough l\Ioses Cox George Barnes 
3 J ames Barker Samuel Evans Zach. Barker 
4 Samuel Basnett JesRe Ice George McCray 
[) Samuel Everly John Shively .John Fortney 
G Richard Pricp John Davis .James Ballah 

7 John Lantz 'Villialll Biggs 'Villiam StileH 

Captains.-1808, Andrew Arnett, George Pickenpaugh; 

1812, Jesse Ice, .John Cox, :Thloses Cox, George lVilson; 18H>, 
~athan Hall, John S. Barnes, Abram Cox; 1817, Daniel 
Arnett; 1819, Joseph Collins; 1820, John II. Bowlhy, 
Matthew Fleming, James Dent, Richard ",Yells; 1821, 
'Yillialll J. ,Yilley, Josiah ",Yilcutt; 1822, Alexuncler :Minor. 

After the deuth of General ",Vashingtoll, at u session of 
the county court held on the 10th of Jannary, 1800, at 
which the follQwing justices were present: ,JOh11 Dent, 

Dudley EY~ns, ,John Fairfux, Eclwarcl Jones und Nathan 
Springer, "on motion" of Belljmuin Reeder, it is orderec1 
that the inhabitants of ~Ionongalia County be permitted to 
erect n, stone monument npon the pnhlic ground in front 

of the court-house, in honor to the memory of onr late 

illustrious fellow-citizen, General George 'Vashington, with 

the following inscription: 
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"'In honor: to the memory of General George 'Vashington, who 
died December 14th, 1709, aged 68; whose virtues are recorded by 
bistory, and which need only be mentioned to make them exem­
plars to all mankind, this inscription is directed by a grateful 
people.'" 

"'Vhereupon, the court ordered that Benj. Reeder, Jon. Davis, 
Henry Dering and Hugh McNeely be appointed to have the above 
'Work carried into execution." 

The mo.nument, ho.wever, was never erected. 

On the 28th o.f June, 1867, the co.rner-sto.ne o.f a so.ldiers' 
mo.nument was laid in Oak Gro.ve Cemetery hy the l\Iaso~ic 
fraternity. A great assemblage o.f peo.ple was present. 
The o.ratio.n was delh·ered by Dr. Alexander Madin. Sub· 
acriptio.ns were to. be taken up to. build it, but beyo.nd the 
laying o.f the co.rner-stone no.thing further has ever been 
do.ne to.wards its erectio.n.~: 

In June, 1883, a so.ldiers' re-unio.n was agitated, to. be 
helel on the Fourth of July. On that day, upon the 
University gro.unds, about 400 soldiers were present, and 
steps were taken to effect a pel'manel1t soldiers' o.rganization 
fo.r the county. 

NOTE.-.JJcxiean IVar.-On page 496 the llame of William Miller 
is printed twice. Levi J enkiIl~, Charles Ball and --McFarland 
belonged to the squad which, leaving Morgantown, May 21, 1847, 
proceeded by Cumberland and Baltimore to. Fortress Monroe; 
f'ailed for :Mexico June 9th, and a,rrh'ed at Brazos Santiago, July 
6th. The company marched to Mier, July 14th, with thethermome­
tel' at 110° in the shade; drilled three lllo~ths; was sent to VeraCruz 
and sel'Yed under General Scott. Their regiment (the 13th) was in 
two guerrilla battles-one at the Robber's Bridge, with 650 Mexi­

.. The corner-stone lsan elght-'''quure stone.£; teet 71nclH.''1in (Uarocter, and one toot 
thlck, amlof about 4000 pounds' weight. It Is brown sandstone. and was finished bY 
N. JJ. Madera. Euch distrIct of the t:ounty was to contrtbute one stone. upon whIch 
the names of it') dead f:toidiers were to be Inscrlbeu. 

http:acriptio.ns
http:co.rner-sto.ne
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cans, and the other at the National Bridge, where Major Lally, 
with about 2000 Americans, charged two forts and drove out about 
2500 Mexicans. The 13th Regiment lost thirty men, of whom two 
belonged to the company in which was the Monongalia squad. 
This company suffered at different times for food, from sickness, 
and sometimes greatly for water. The company shipped for home 
on the 12th of June, 1848. 

DIOGRAPHIC.\L SKETCHES. 

COL. JOHN EvANS.-'V"hen Virginia was a Colony and 
after she b~came a State, great enCOlll'agement was givell' to 
emigration, and large inducements were offered to the 

strong, the brave, and the adventurous, not only within her 

Own ten'itOl'Y but from the other colonies and states, to form 
settlements in the wild and unoccupied country west of tho 
Alleghany ]\Iountains, then subject to the constant incur­
sions of hostile savages liying beyond the Ohio River in the 

Northwest Territory. "Tomahawk Rights" to valuable 

lands were confirmed by subsequent legislation to those, 

who, without a compass to guide them in the wilderness, or 

to define the lines of the land upon which they desired to 
ma~e future settlement, had hastily hacked the timber on 
the outer boundaries of the fertile acres to which they were 

attracted. So great was tho danger in this early day, that 

the stay of the settler upon his land a. sufficient time to 
build a cabin anel plant a corn-field, would have resulted in 

his speedy destruction by his "'ily savage foes. Soon 
after tIle formation of the State government of Virginia, 

the General Assembly passed an act granting a patent for 

400 acres of land to any persoll not an alien,' who had 

thOl'etofore or who might thereafter build a cabin and plant 
a field of COlon thereon, notwitllstancling he might not be 

able to occupy his cabin nor cultivate and gather his crop. 
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This was known as a "Settlement Right," and might be 
reclaimed in the future-when the deadly rifle and bloody 
tomahawk had ceased their work of butchery-and then a 
patent was issued to the settler upon propel' proof of such 
settlement. . Very many of the most valuable lands i~ the 
District of 'Yest Augusta and in the counties of Ohio, 
::Uonongalia and Yohogania were secured by "Settlement 
Rights," and the cabin and the corn-field were included in 
th~ boundaries of the patents therefor. 

Col. John Evans was born in Loudon County, Virginia, 
whither his father emigrated from \Vales when a young 
man, and settled iu and married there. 'Yhile he 
was still a small boy and only child, his father died fronl 
the bite of a rattlesnake. The widowed mother bestowed 
upon her son a liberal education for those times. After 
leaving school at Alexandria, he returned to his mother in 
,Loudon County, where he subsequently man-ied Ann 
Martin. 

Between 1762 or 1764, braving the dangers incident to 
such an expedition, he crosHed the mountains and secured a. 

tomahawk right by hacking t~le outlines of a fertile tract of 
land on the eastern siele of the Monongahela River, about a. 

mile north of the month of Decker's Creek. David illorgan's 
farm, on which, in 1783, tlie county-seat of l\Ionongalia was 
located, lay immediately north of said creek, and was after­
wards calledl\Iorgantown. In the year following (1765), he 
again visited his land on the l\Ionongaheb, and built a cabin 
and made an improvement on it. In the following year (1766), 
he started from his home in Loudou County with his family, 
consisting of his mother, his WifE, two children, and a falnily 
of negroes, in tending to take them to the new home he 110.(1 
prepared for them west of the Alleghanies. Learning that 
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the Indians still 111ade occasional invasions into northwest 
Virginia, he left his family at Fort Cumberland (now Cum­
berland, Md.), where they remained until 1769, and "There 
his son John wn.s born. Col. Evans, in the nleantime, oc­
casionally visited his new home. In 1769, he obtained a. 

patent on llis tomahawk settlement for 400 acres of land, 
including his improvement thereon, to which, in that year, 
he removed his family, and upon which he settled and lived 
until his death, find which he named " Walnut Hill," by 
which name it is still known. 

Col. Evans's natural ability and education soon made him 
a prominent man ill! the county, and caused him to be se­
lected to fill positions of trust and responsibility. He was 
a. colonel under Gen. Broadhead in the Revolutionary army. 
As a member of the Convention of 1776, as military com­
mandant of the, county in charge of a frontier of 300 miles, 
as a representative in the General Assembly, as clerk of the 
County Court, he served his county acceptably for nearly 
the third of a century. 

Col. John Evans's family was composed of eight sons and 
one daughter. One son died in infancy. He provided for 
his so~s even in this frontier settlement the opportunity for 
a liberal education. He induced a gentleman well qualified 
3,S a teacher to remove fl'om Loudon County and settle on 
his fal'm for that purpose. His sons as well as himself were 
all fine pensmen, as the records of the county will show of 
loost of them, and they were otherwise qualified to transact 
business, and made useful and prominent citizens. l\Iarga­
ret, the only danghter, was marriecl to Capt. John Dent (see 
page 482). Each of Col. John Evans's sons took an active 
pad in the defeJ}:';e of the frontier. They were well edu­



624 HISTORY OF MONONGALIA COUNTY. 


ented and wet'e known as polished gentlemen of culture and 
ability. 

Col. Dudley comman~lecl a l'egiment undet' General Harri ­
son in the War of 1812. He represented the county in the 
General Assembly at yarious times with marked ability. 
He married in eal'1y life Arah Williams, and brought up ~ 
family of fOUl' sons and foul' daughters. Enoch served for 
years as justice of the peace, 'marriecl -- Jenkins of this 
county; removed to l\IiSSOUli, whet'e he lived to an old age, 
and I'aised a family of children. 

J ol~n, generally called" Captain Jack," was born in 1768. ' 
Wllen a young man, under anthority of the government, he 
raised a company of men, called the "Rangers," to guar4 
and protect the frontier. They were stationed for a co~­
sidel'able time at the fort on Pawpaw Cl'eek (now in ~arion 
County), and, at a later period, at Zane's Fort on the Ohio, 
near the present site of the city of "Theeling. He after­
wards filled numerous offices of trust in the county; was 
county coronel', for many years justice of the peace, mem­
ber of the county court, and also sheriff of the cotmty. He 
married, in 1800, Gilly Coleman Strother, of Culpepper 
County, Va., and had a family of four daughters ancl six 
sons. French Strother, - his eldest son, born in 1801, 
when less th~n two years old (wnd after "the birth' of the 
second son of his parents), was adopted by his uncle, Nim­
rod Evans, and his wife (who was a sister of his mother), 
they having no chilch'en. Fl'ench was bronght up in all the 
indulgence of his uncle's refined and comfortable home; 
was well educated, being sent to the eastern part of the 
State for that purpose. His talents and accomplisllments, 
together with fine pet'soual appiml'ance, made him generally 
popular. His ~lnc1e intended him for tIle profession of the 
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law, but at the age of nineteen he became religious and joined 
the -l\Iethoc1ist Church, and determined to become an itiner­
ant, which was altogether contrary to his uncle's wishes, who 
threatened him that if he did so he would disinherit him, 
which threat he carried out. Notwithstanding this French 
joined the Baltimore Conference, which then extended to 
the Ohio River, in which he continued for many years, filling 
with ability many important appointments, including stations 
in Baltimore and Washington. He is still a local preacher 
in the same conference, living in Washington, and known 
and honored as a uS«fful Christian gentleman. 

John Coleman, the second son, was born 1803; was edu­
catecl for the profession of law, and studied law with his 
uncle, George F. Strother, in Missomi, but became interested 
in steamboating, and while in command of a boat running 
from Louisville to New OrleaI\s, contracted yellow fever ancI 
diec~ in the latter place, September 17, 1827. 

Geol:ge S., born in 1804, engaged a larger part of llis 
life in mercantile business in Cumberland ancl Frostbluog 
(Md.). He is now living with his son, Capt. "'V. S. Evans, of 
Alleghany City, Penn. 

Daniel Strother, born in 1806, engaged in stea~boating 
on the Ohio and l\Iississippi livers when quite a young 
man. In 1832, while commanding a boat running from 
Louisville to New Orleans, he too fell a victim to yellow 
fever. 

Lucy Ann, born in 1808, ~nd mal"lied to Nathan Goft', Sr., 
of Hanison County, died in 1870. 

Thomas Clare, born September 3, 1812, was a mercl13.nt 
in 1\Iorgantown and deputy sheriff of the county under his 
father. 

Elizabeth, born in 1815, died in infancy. 

http:mercl13.nt
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Louisa S. was born in 1817, and was munied to John H. 
Hoffman, of Baltimore, of late years a citizen of ~Iorgan­
town, and now cashier of the Second National Bank of that 
place. 

l\Iargaret, born in 1821, was man·ied. to Daniel Clark 
Chadwick, an estimable man and a successful merchant of 
Morgantown, who died in early life, leaying his wife and 
.four small children. She remains his widow. 

Col. John Evans, fourth son of Nimrod, was well edu­
cated, and known as a polished gentleman of ability. He 
succeeded his father as clel'k of the county court, which 
office he held during his life. He married Elizabeth 
Strother-a si~ter of the wife of Capt. fTack Evans-and 
left no children. 

Rawley was for many years a prominent merchant of 
Morgantown. He mal'ried Ma~a Dering, of the same place. 
Both lived to an advanced age, and reared a family of seven 
daughtel's and three sons. 

James studied law. At all early day, while Missouri was 
still a territory, he went there and practiced law successfully 
at Cape. From letters just found we find that he was there 
in 1809. After some time, he was eledcd judge of the 
COlU-t, which office he held for many yearf-;. His wife was a 
sister of U. S. Senator Buckner, of Mis~ol1ri. After her 
death, he resigned the office of judge and removed to a fanD. 
neal' Louisville, Ky. Later in life, he returned to Monon­
galia, where he resided until his death at nn advanc~d age. 

l\Iarmaduke was a young man of fine ahility; studied and 
commenced practicing law. He died ill enrly life, ne,er 
having been married. 

Col. John Evans was made clerk of thp County Court at 
the time of the organization of the count~-, and for a time 
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the couds were held at his house on his farm. He had the 
clerk's office in a building near his l'esic1ence. The office 
after some years was burned, together with the records of 
the county. The court after this required him to have his 
office at tIle court-house. Rather than lenve his farm and 
come to town to lire, he l'esignecl the office, anel his SOll, 
Nimrod Evans, was appointed to fill his place. The house 
in which Col. John Evans lived at the time spoken of is still 
standing, and is said to be the first shingle-roof house in 
the county. The original floors and doors, made of pitch 
pine, are in a good state of preservation. "ihile the clel'k's 
office was kept there, General 'Vashington came there for 
the l)Ul'Pose of examining the land records of the county, 
and l'emained and was the guest of Col. Evans eluling the 
night. Owing to these facts, this house has been kept ill 
repair by Col. James Evans, to whom his father, Capt. Jack 
Evans, in his will gave the "'Yalnut Hill" homestead, it 
having been conveyed by Col. John to Capt. Jack by deed. 

Of Col. John Evans it may be truly said, tllat as a public 
ser,'ant his integrity was never questioned, as a private citi­
zen his character was always above suspicion. On the 18th 
of May, 1834, aged ninety-six years five months and nine 
days, 110 sank peacefully to rest. His wife preceded him 
only 'a few yem's, dying in her ninetieth year. 

COL. JAlIES Ey/Axs, the fifth son of John Evans, Jr., 

(generally l~no'vn as Captain Jack Evans,) and grandson of 
Col. John Evans, was bOI'll at " 'Valnut Hill," the old home­
stead. He represented the County of nlonongalia as a dele­
gate to the General Assembly of Virginia in the session of 
1839-40, and held a commission for many years as a justice 
of the peace, and was a member of the county court. Ho 

Was a 111ember of the 'Vlleeling Convention which restored 
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the government of Virginia in June, 1861. In July follow­
ing, Francis H. Pierpont, governor of Virginia, ill'ged Col. 
Evans to consent to I'aise a regiment to aid in putting down 
the I'ebellion, to which end the governor gave him a colo­
nel's commission. Col. Evans went actively to work and by 
October following had raised and organized the Seventh Vir­
ginia Volunteer Re~ment; whose conduct on many a well­
contested field afterwal'ds, gave it a chal'acter for valor and 
thorough discipline second to no other Virginia or West 
Virgin a regiment in the service. The Regiment was organ­
ized at Grafton-Gen. Kelley's headquarters-in November:t 
1861, and formed a part of Gen. Kelly's corpS3 which drove 
the Confederate forces back and took possession of Romney 
during that month. Th.e Seventh Virginia remained in win­
ter quarters at Romney, and in the spring of 1862 formed 
part of Gen. Shields's force which captured Winchester. In 
the latter part of the summer of 1862, Col. Evans became 
so broken in health that he was unable to discharge the ac­
tive duties of the field, and resigned his command. The 
regiment then be~ame a part of the Army of the Potomac. 

In September, 1863, Col. Evans's health llaving somewhat 
improved, lIe was commissioned by President Lincoln pI'O­

yost· marshal of the Second Congressional District of West 
Virginia, with headquarters at Grafton; the duties of which 
office he faithfully discharge(l until the close of the war 
and to the entire satisfaction of the Government and the 
people of the (listlict. The business of the office was 
closed up, and he was mustered out of the service in Sep­
tembel', 1865. 

On March 21, 184:3, Col. Evans ll1al'l'ied Delia, eldest 
daughter of the late Thomas P. Ray. Their. children were 
Lucy Strother, Harvey Anna (deceased), Thomas Ray, 
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Gilly C., John G. and Delia Belle (the last two both de­
ceased). Col. James Evans, his son Thomas Ray Evans, 
and his grandson, James Evans (son of Thomas R.), are 
the only male descendants of Col. John Evans, bearing the 
family name, now living in ~Ionongalia County. 

Col. Evans is known and l'ecognized as among our most 
intelligent and useful citizens. In early life he acquired a 
practical and accurate knowledge of land surveying; and 
from this knowledge, as the mutual friend of, or arbiter 
for, his fellow-citizens, l1e has settled peaceably and without 
litigation many disputec11and titles, and was very frequently 
named in the orders of the courts a commissioner in suits' 
involving the assignment of dower and the partition of l'eal 
estate. As a farmer, dUl~ing his more active life, he was 
regarded by his neighbors as worthy of imitation in pro­
gressive methods and succ'essful management. He has 
acquired avery considerable fortune, and is spending his 
declining years in the society of a devoted wife and loving 
children. The writer of this sketch desires to record of his 
friend, Col. Evans, that, without which all 'Wordly ambitions 
and honors are but vanity, and the most successful lives are 
without true inspiration and hope-he is an humble and 
sincere disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ, and has been for 
more than forty years past a member of the ~Iethodist 
Episcopal Church. 

COL. FRANCIS 'V. THOMPSON was bOI'll' in ~Iorgantown, 

January 7, 1828. He went West in 1850, and crossed the 
plams in 1852, when thel'e was not a house between the 
Missouri River and the Cascade l\Iolmtains in Oregon. In 
the Yakama and other wal'S, he was captain of Company A, 
First Battalion of Oregon Mounted Volunteers. Col. Thomp­

34 
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son leal'ned several Indian languages while on the plains, 
anel can yet speak some of them quite fluently, In 1861, he 
l'aised the first company in the county for the Federal se1'­
Tice, which was probably the first three years' men in the 
service frOlll West Virginia. IIe was commissioned cap­
tain, June 5, 1861, (was commissioned 1st lieutenant in the 
Seventy-sixth ~Militia, l\Iay 28, 1860,) was promoted and 
commissioned lieutenant-colonel of the Third Regiment 
Virginia Volunteers, July 20, 1861, and was promoted and 
commissioned colonel of the Sixth Cavalry, April 21, 1864. 

In 1861, he commanded an expedition into the Kanawha 
Valley, and defeating the Confederates ~t Big Bend, clem'ed 
them out of the valley. He commanded Averill's Brigade 
at the battle of lVlool'efield, and commanded a detachment 
of three regiments at Droop Mountain. During this latter 
engagement a charge was made by Colonel Thompson's 
command which deserves to be placed among historic strug­
gles. His soldiers had fought their way to witllin a short 

distance of the Confedel'ate fol'iifications, and could, do 
nothing further except to stand and be shot down or charge 
the enemy's works. Col. Thompson signaled the command­
ing general for permission to charge. 1Vhen it was given, 
he asked that the artillery be directed to fire a few rounds 
at the fortifications in front of his men, and signal him ,as 
they ceased. The shot:=-; were fired and the signal came. 
Immediately the order to charge was given, and the men 
sprang forward with a wild huzza! Colonel Thompson was 
in the n'ollt, aud before the dust had cleared or the enemy 
comprehended their intent, his men were pouring oyer the 
walls with clubbed guns, and beating back their foes in :\ 
hand-to-hand fight as determined and heroic as any con­
test of the war. The resistance was stubborn, but nothing 
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could avail against the impetuous onslaught of the Colonel's 
gallant boys, and their victory was signal and complete. 

Col. Thompson since 1873 has been engaged in the mill­

ing business at Morgantown. 

COL. JOSEPH SNIDER was born in Monongalia County, on 
the 14th day of February, 1827, and is the son of Elisha 

Snider, who was the son of the John Snider 'who was cap­
tured by Indians and kept a prisoner for nine years (p. 37). 
Col. Snider was raised on the farm, and was given what was 
then considered a fair education. 

On coming to his majority, he was a Demo~rat in politics. 
At the presidential election of 1860, he voted for Douglass. 

When the war b;oke out, he took a decided stand against 

secession. He was a member of the first mass convention 
held in Wheeling, and also of that wllich passed the ordi­

nance for the formation of the State of West Virginia. Col. 
Snider was a member of the Legislature of the Reo~ganized 
Government of Virginia, which sat at 'Vheeling at the 
same time the convention was in session which framed the 
first constitution of West Virginia. This legislature had 

to appropriate money to pay the members of the convention. 
As the constitution made by that body continuetl slavery in 

the l)l'oposed new State, Col. Snider, of all the members of 
the legislature, alone voted no upon the passage of the bill 

making the appl'opl·iation. He has always considm'ed this 
one of the proudest acts of his life. And he did not con­
tent himself with nlerely voting, but made a ringing speech 

against the IJropriety of the legislatul'e indorsing eyen in­

directly tlle continnance of "the sum of all 1'illainies" in 
the new State. 

Col. Snider was the gallant colonef of the gallant Seyenth 

'Yest Virginia Infantry; and as such commander, was in the 
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battle of South Mountain and of Antietam. In the latter 
battle, he had his horse killed under him, the animal having 
five bullets in its body. In the hard-fought battle of Fred­
ericksburg, Col. Snider's regiment opened the fight on that 
ever memorable 13th of December; 'Vhile leading his reg­
iment against the fortifications of the enemy, which was 
done under a most terrific fire from the Confederates, Col. 
Snider received a bullet wound in the head. Col. Snider 
was in the battle of Chancellol'sville, where, said the Colo­
nel, ":aiy regiment did as good fighting as ever was done on 
earth." He" was also in numerous other engagements and 

skirmishes. 
The regiment having "become almost depleted, it was con­

solida.ted into four companies in September, 1863; Col. Sni­
der, with other supernumerary officers, was mustered out. 
Re was then commissioned colonel of the Fourth ",Vest Vir­
ginia Cavalry, which was a six months' regiment. The term 
of enlistment of the men expired April 14th, 1864, and Col. 
Snider was out of the service. 

Col. Snider was elected a member of the Constitutional 
Convention of 1871, and was elected to the LegislatUl'e of 
1872-3, and to the Legislatul'e of 1875. As a member of 
these bodies he was an active and influential pal,ticipant. 

Of excellent sense, fine judgment, rigidly adhering to princi­
ple, and watchful and diligent, he served his people ably 
and with l'are conscientiousness. Col. Snider is now serv­
ing a second term as pl'esident pf the Board of Education 
of Union Distl'ict, Monongalia County. 

The pOl'trait of Col. Snider, on another page of this book, 
is a good likeness of him as he appeared in 1862-3. Always 
tnle to his convictions of right, and of an energetic nature, 
Col. Snidcr has lived an active and useful life. He is well 
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known, and highly esteemed. A record of his acts and of 
the speeches he has delivered since the breaking out of the 
war in 1861, would fill many pages of this book. 

CAPT. JOHN Ev~~s HOFFMAN, son of John H. Hoffman, 
was born October 7, 1842. He went out in Company C, 
Third Cavalry, as first lieutenant, in 1863. He refused a 
commission as major of the regiment. At Fredericksburg, 
being outside the pickets and entering a house for a drink, 
three guerrillas surrounded the house. He killed their 
leader, and by a call for his men (who were not near) fright­
ened the other two back till he escaped. On the 24th of 
Noyember, 1863, twenty of the Third W. Va. Cavalry, who 
were on 3;, scout, were attacked and thirteen captured. 
Lieut. Hoffmftn headed the seve~ who came into camp, and 
supported by seventy-fiV'e men of a New York cavalry regi­
ment, made a daring attack to recover the thirteen men. 
T~e New York men did not support him in the attack, and he 
and two of the seven men were killed On the day of his 
death a captain's commission was made out in Wheeling 
for him by Gov. Pierpont. Young and brave and daring, 
his loss was severel V felt. 

CAPT. JAMES R. UTT was bOl'n on Decker's Creek. He 
I 

enlisted in Company C, Third W. Va. Cavalry, and was 
promoted to captain, and was killed while bravely fighting 
at Piedmont Station, on the 16th of May, 1863. . 

CAPT. NIMROD NELSON HOFFMAN, one of the editorR of the 
P08t, was born in 1827. He seryec1 in the }Iexican war. 
On the breaking out of the late civil war, he enlisted in 
Company A, 1st 'Vest Virginia Cavalry, as a private, and 
~as promoted to seconc1 and to first lieutenant, and 
commissioned captain in 1864, and served until January 1, 
1865. He was wounded, April 15, 1863, on the Greenbrier 
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River. On August 21, 1862, he had his horse shot, and was 
taken prisoner at Kelley's Ford, but escaping, carried infor­
mation (obtained while but a few minutes a prisoner) to 
Gen. Bnford, that his Brigade was in extreme danger of 
capture by Longstreet. 

CAPT. HENRY BAYARD LAZIER, ~f.D., was born January 26, 
1831; attended Monongalia Academy; graduated at the 
J eft'erson Medical College. He raised Company E, Seventh 
W. Va. Infantry. His company fought at Malvern Hill, 
and at Antietam. In the latter battle, Capt. Lazier com­
manded the left wing of the l'egiment, and was severely 
wounded. He resigned his commission in February, 1863, 
was commissioned the next day a,ssistant surgeon in the 
Sixteenth Army Corps, and served until the end of the war. 

Lieutenant Commander FREXCH ENZOR CHADWICK is tho 
first and oldest officer in the naval service of the United 
States from the State of 'Vest Virginia. Lieutenant Chad­
'wick is the son of Daniel Clark and Margaret Chad wick, 
and was born February 29, 1844. He was educated at 
Monongalia Academy until 1861, when he was appointed 
(September 28th) a cadet from ",Vest Virginia to the Naval 

Academy, by the Hon. 'Villiam G. Brown. He graduated 
in November, 1864, and was attached to the Flagship 
Susquelwnna, and served in this shiv on the South Atlnntic 
(Brazil) station from l\Iay, 1865, till the spring of 1866, when 
he was transferred to the Juniata, of the same squadron. 
He was promoted to ensign and master in the latter part of 
1866. In J un~, 1867, he l'eturned to the United States, and 
in October was promoted to lieutenant and ordered to the 
training ship Sabina (used for training boys). In April, 
1868, he was ordered to the Tuscarora, fitting at Mare Island 
naYY yard, California. Lieut. Chadwick served in this 



535 MILITARY HISTORY. 

vessel on the west coast of South America, and 011 ~Iarch 

26, 1869, was promoted to Lieutenant Commander. In 
June, 1869, the TU8carora was ordered to the 'Vest Indies, 
and he served on this station until Februa1'y, 1870, when he 
was ordered home, and in March was sent to the torpedo 
station at Ne'wport, R. I., where he remained until Septem­
ber, and was then sent to the Guerriel'e, fitting for the 
European station. He served on this station until March, 
1872, and was detached, in April, 1872, from this ship, 
after its arrival at New York, and was ordered to report in 
October as assistant instructor in mathematics at the Naval 
Academy. In this position he served until April, 1875, 
when he was ordered as executive of the 1")vwluitan ·on 
special service. It afterward became the flagship of the 
North Atlantic <,Vest Indian) squadron. On November 15, 
1878, he was Lletache<.l from this ship on a special duty in 
Europe, with 1'e£erence to foreign systems of training sea­
men. In December, 1879, he was ordered to the New York 
navy yard, and in July, 1880, was made assistant light-house 
inspector of the 3d District. He was ordered on July 13, 
1882, to England on special service, and was appointed 
October 30, 1882, naval attache to the United States 
Legation at London, which position he is now holding. 

Lieut. Chadwick was manied November 20, 1878, to Miss 
Cornelia J. l\Iiller, of . New' York. He is the author of 
several works on naval subjects. A report on Naval Train­
ing, by him, was published by the government. It is 
favorably spoke~ of by those competent to judge of tho 
subject. Sm"eral small pamphlpts, from time to time, have 
come from his pen. 

NOTH.--Sketches of Captains Jolliffe, :lIcVicker and Garrison 
will he fOllnd in following chapters. 
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THE first I'oads in the county were little more than mere 
brielle paths. All record of the eady I'oads up to 1796 is 
lost, and tradition offere but little to supply its loss. The first 
road, it is said, was up Decker's Creek, from the site of 
Morgantown to Rock Forge, and then ran with the location 
of the present road, known as the old JGngwood road, past 
the Dripping Spring. It was cut out, perhaps, between 
1772 and 1776, and ran by the site of Kingwood (Preston 
County), crossed Cheat River at the Dunkard Bottom, and 
ran to the site of Westernport (Md.), and then to Winches­
ter. Over this road the early se~tlers of the county 
brought all their salt and iron from Winchester. It was a 
pack-horse I·oad. After the Revolutionar~· war, it became 
an emigrant road to the 'Vest, and on the 10,th of December, 
1791, an act of Assembly was ~passed for opening a road 
from the State I'oad to tIle mouth of Fishing Creek (New 
1tlartinsville). This old ,l'.oad was a part of the proposed 
road ",hie]}, from l\Iorgantown, ran with the present Fair­
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mont turnpike to the" Red Bridge. From where the "Reel 
J3ridge" now stands, it turned off and ran by the site of 
1\:[cCurdysville, thence beyond the county to Basnettsville 

and on to the mouth of Fishing Creek. It now became a 

wagon road. On December 23, 1795, "THliam 'McCleery, 
Nicholas Cassey, ~Iichael I{erns, and Edward ~IcCarty were 

appointed to repair that portion of it from "resternport to 
Morgantown, which was designated as "a wagon road 

:from the mouth of Sayage RiYer to l\Iorgantowll." A lot­

tery was authorized on December 2, 1796, to raise money to 
repair this I'oael from l\Iorgantown to 1Vinchester. 1'he 
lottery scheme, howeye1', was neyer carried onto December 

18, 1800, an Alleghany Turnpike Company was projected to 
improve that part of the road from the mouth of Savage 

River to the head of western naYigation. Bnt the company 
Was never organized. JanuaI'Y 2, 1806, l\Iorgan 'Morgan, 
William Haymond, Thomas Barnes, Stephen Morgan and 
Augusta Ballah were authorized to raise two thousand 
dollars by lottery to improve that part of the I'oad from the 

"Monongalia Glades" (in Preston) to the mouth of Fishing 
ere,ek. Jjeither was this lottery,scheme carried out. The 
road was now called the olel State road or the old ,\VincllOs­
tel' road. In later years, after Kingwood was founded, that 
part from Morgantown to Kingwood was called the King­
wood road, and to-clay is known as the" old Kingwood 
road." 

The next roa(t was the l\Ionongalia Glades road ill 1812, 
which ran from the l\Ionongalia Glades by the way of 

Smithtown to Clarksburg. 

The Brandonville and Fishing Creek Turnpike was agita­

ted in 1830, and was projected in 1832, as the Maryland and 

Ohio Turnpike. In 1836, it l'cceived the first mentioned 



538 HISTORY OF MONONGALIA COUNTY. 

np.me. It l'an from the Mru.'ylan(l line, past Brandonville 
(Preston County), to Ice's FelLY, thence on the location of 
the present road from the ferry to lIorgantown; thence on 
the location of the Fairmont Pike, on the west side of the 
river, to Fairmont, and on to the Ohio River at the mouth 
of Fishing Creek. It was built between 1836 and 1839. In 
1850, it was extensively repaired by Wm. J. 'Villey, insteat! 
of built, as stated, from wrong information, on page 125 of 
this work. 

The next projected highway was the Dlorgantown un(l 
Clarksburg Turnpike, located by Col. James Evans, £r01n 
Clarksburg, on the east side of the l'iver, past Smithtown, 
to Morgantown, and then using the Brandonville and Fish­
ing Creek Turnpike to Ice's Ferry; thence to the Pennsylva­
nia State line. Nothing was done beyond the location. In 
1849, the Morgantown and Bridgeport Turnpike was au­
thorized by the General Assenlbly, and it was built in Mon­
ongalia on the location of. the Morgantown and Clarksburg 
road from Smithtown, by Morgantown, to the Pennsylvania. 
State line beyond Ice's Ferry, using a part of the road from 
Morgantown to Ice's Ferry, 

The Pennsylvania, Beverly aud l\Iorgantown Turnpiko 
was incOll)orated in 1837; was revived in 1853, and was 
constructed from the State . line, neal' Fort Martin church; 
crossed the Monongahela at Collins's FelTY, came by Mor­

gantown, crossing the Morgantown and Bridgeport Pike, 
and ran to Evansville, Preston County, and on to Beyerly. 
From Morgantown to Evansville this road is now generally 
called the Evansville Pike. 

The Beverly and Fairmont Turnpike, in 1838, was l)~tl'tly 
located by Col. James Evans. He located a l'oad n'om a. 
point three or four miles east of Fetterman, by Fairmont, 
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to West 'ValTen, and on towards Wheeling. His chain­
carriers were "Buffalo" Jim Morgan and "Big" John Cona­
way; staff-beare~, ex-Gov. F . ..-H. Pierpont, and Augustus 
Haymond (present Circuit Clerk) was stakeman. In 1835, 
this road was commenced from Fairmont to 'Yest Wan'en 
as an extension of the Beverly and Fairmont Turnpike. 

The Kingwood, 1\Iorgantown and West Union Tm'npike 
was incorporated in 1848. It was located by a 1\11'. Kuy­
kendall, and partly re-Iocated by Col. James Evans. Its 
extension from Kingwood to Morgantown was autholize(l 
in 1851, and when completed it was, as it is now, the best 
road in the county. 

The D~lnkard Creek Turnpike was pl'ojected in 1839 ; an(l 
revived in 1847. It was located by Col. James Evans from 
MOl'gantown to BlacksviHe. A Dunkard Valley Turnpike 
Company was projected in 1871, to operate this road, which 
commences one mile west of Morgantown, and passes by 
Granville, Randall, Cassville, Brown's l\:Iills, New Browns­
ville, Blacksville and on to Burton, 'on the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad. 

The Masontown and Independence Turnpike, called the 
Ice's Ferl'y and Tunnelton Turnpike, was incorporated in 
1856, and was built from a point on the road one mile west 
of Ice's Ferry, running to Masontown; tllence to Tunnelton, 

Preston County. 
We find accounts of the following projected roads: The 

Smithtown TUl'npike, incorporated in 1853; The Blacks­
ville and, W ol·thington Turnpike, incorporated the same 
year; and the Rivesville and New Brownsville Turnpike, 
incorpOl'ated in 1854. 

RI\"ERS. 

By an act of the General Assembly of Virginia, passe(l 
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January 20, 1800, the Monongallela River was made ~ pub­
lic highway. On J\tlal'ch 3, 1870, Cheat River and its 
branches were declared public highways by the legislature 

of 'VeRt Virginia. 
EARLY FEURIES. 

The fil'st ferry established by law within the county, so 
far as known, was one ael'OSS Cheat River at Andrew Ice's, 

and was authorized by an act passed in 1785. It is still in. 
existence, and for nearly a century has been widely known 
as Ice's Ferry. On December 9, 1791, four ferries were 
established across the l\Ionongahela, within the bounds of 
tIle county, as follows: One at Dayid Scott's, ~t the mouth 
of Scott's mill run (Randall); another "from the lands of 
Dudley Evans to the lands of Reese Bulloc~"; the third 
from lands of George Hollinbaugh to those of As~ Ha11,. 
and the fourth from John Collins's, at tbe mouth of Rob­
inson's run, to lands of Jesse J\'Iartin. It was enacted that 
the charge at all thes~ ferries should be three pence each 
for man or horse. 

In 1792, four fenies were authorized across the l\Ionon­
gahela, viz.: At Thomas Evans's, mouth of Decker's creek; 
from Jesse Martin's lands to James Hoard's; fl.'om Jesse 
Martin's laL,ds to lands of David Scott, and fTom Samuel 
Anglin's to William Anglin's. In the same year, a ferry 
across Cheat was established, at James Clelland's. In 1796, 
one was auth,oTized on the Monongahela, between lands of 
Alexander McIntyre and Coleby'Chew; in 1804, fl.'om 
James Collins's to Zackwell Morgan's, and the rate at 
Thomas Evans's ferry, mouth of Decker's creek, was in­

creased from four to six and one-fourth cents. J anual-Y 2, 
1805, a fen'y was established across Cheat, between lands of 
ehal'les Stewart and James Stafford; on January 18th, of 
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the next year, between Charles Magill's and the forge of 

Samuel Jackson; and on January 6, 1807, across the 

Monongahela, below l\Iorgantown, between Henry Dering's 
mill and lands of Noah Ridgway and William Tingle.~~ 

This was the last ferry ever authorized in the county by the 

General Assembly. On the 17th of January, 1807, an act 
was passed relegating the' subject to the county courts. 
This court established a ferry, in 1810, acr0SS the }Ionon­

gahela, from lanels of 'Villiam Tingle to lands of H. Dering. 
June 24, 1817, it established Thorn's ferry, across the same 
river, from the mouth of Indian creek to the mouth of 

White Day creek, and fixed rates as follows: man or horse, 

6i cents; cattle, each 6i cents; hogs or sheep, each Ii 
cents. The last ferry established in the county was across 

the l\fonongahela, at the mouth of Crooked run, in Sep­

tern bel', 1883. It was granted on the petition of Lewis 

Stone, and the charges were fixed as follo'ws: man or horse, 

5 cents; horse and buggy, 15 cents; two-horse buggy, 20 
cents; two-horse wagon, 25 cents; each additional horse, 5 
cents; cattle, 3 cents, and sheep or hogs, 1 cent each. 

STEAMBOATS. 

The first steamboat to come to the Port of Morgantown 
was the Reindeer, on Slmday April 29, 182(5. Tradition 

says the people left the ministers in the midst of their ser­

lnons and ran tluough the rain a mile below town to see " a 

live steamboat." Tradition fluther says that the ministers 

put on their hats and were at the boat nearly as soon i.1S 

then- excited congregations. 

The first steamboat built in the county was at Ice's Ferry, 
between 1845 and 1848. By most persons the date given is 

* The unUorm charge on all these femes, with the exceptions noted, was fixed by 
law at four cents for each man or horse. 
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1846. It was a slllall boat named 11M:; Lady Ellicott, but 
did not prove a success. The next and last steamboat built 
was the .1lfononga!wla, Belle, by David B. Lynch, and 
launched November 4, 1853, at l\Iorgantown, at Decker's 
Creek boat-yard. It ran some time, and was sold to run on 
the "Lower Trade." From diaries and newspapers the 
names of the follo1\ing steamboats have been secured as at 
tIle Port of :M~organtown. The dates given are the first 
mention of them found: 
Monongahela April 22, 1828 Globe 1852 
Odd Fellow June 3,1839 *Thomas P. Ray " 
I"fariff - - March 6, 1831 R. H. IJindsey • " 
Yancev - Feb. 4,1833 Tornado . 1853 
Shannon - March ,lH38 Luzerne ­
Little Napoleon Apri127, 1840 Col. Morgan 
'Vellsville - April 19, 1;-.41 Jesse Lazier - 1854 
Isaac 'Valton - - May 1, H Gray Fox - 1857 
Effort - 3, " Telegraph 1858H 

Traveller - Jan. 12. 1842 Jefferson 
Alpine - Dec. 10, " Arab 1861 
lEtna April 6, 1843 Argus - 1864 
Rambler -" 18 " Oil Exchange -
Oella Dec. 25,''' Elector 1866 
Harlem - March 7, 1845 Fayette - - - " 
Massachusetts June 23," IChieftain - - " 
Miner Nov. 11," Franklin - 1867 
Motive - 'March 9, 1846 Tidioute - ­
Medium May 10," Active 
Danube - Nov. 26. 1847 Alena Mav - 1868 
Star - May 10, 184'i Gem . 1879 
Hopf' - " 13 " Harry Jan. 24, 1881 
Yenture - '1852 Bemiett ­
Eclipse ., M. G. Knox 1882 

February 3,1806, an act was passed permitting dams to 
l)e built across the l\Ionongahela, with proper slopes anc1 
windlass, and 1alups at night. 

SERVITUDE. 

There were never many slaves in Monongalia. The cli­
nmte was not favorable to slavery, and the pl'oximity of the 
" Free Stutes" offered snperior facilities for the escape of 

.. The 'l7lOHws P. Ray wus bunt at Bl'ownsvllle, Penn., In 18.32, and was named in 
IlOllor or Thomas I). nay (then decease<l). or Monongalla. 
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slaves. Free negroes were allowed in the county, and sev­
eral slaves were emancipated, by permission of the county 
court, who then could remain in the county. In 1796, John 
LeatherbelTY ~nd others coming in the county, had to swear 
that their removal into Virginia was not to evade laws pre­
venting the importation of slaves, that none of their slaves 
had been brought from Africa since 1778, and that they had 
brought no slaves into the State to sell tttem. 

Few slaves were eyer sold in lVlonongalia. April 11, 1864, 
witnessed the sale of the last slave ever disposed of in the 
county. Two slaves-brother and sister,-the property of 
A. C. Dorsey, deceased, were sold to liquidate a debt of 
said Dorsey. The sale took place in the public square. 

The man, Stephen Trimble, was sold to 'Vm. A. Hanway, 
for $326; the woman, Elizabeth, was bought by Mrs. E. A. 
Dorsey, widow of A. C. Dorsey, for the sum of $71. They 
were of an age that left them slaves for life by the State 
constitution; yet tIle unsettled state of affairs caused a low 
l)rice only to be realized on them. An able-bodied male 
slave genet'ally sold for from $1,500 to $2,000. The Thh­
teenth Amendment to tIle constitution of the United States 
set them free. They bOtll lh-e in :Morgantown yet, anel 
Stephen is a deacon in A. M. E. church. 

EAHLY 'l'A YEHXS. 

The first license to keep a house of entertainment 111 the 
county, of which any record exists, was granted to \Yilliam 
Tingle, of Morgantown, 1\1arch 14, 1796. In April of that 
year, Elihu Hodon was licensed. Both these licenses were 
renewed in 1798. In 1797, thirteen tavern licenses were 
granted in the county, as follows: To John Furguson, 
Henry Hamilton, Hugh l\IcNeely (Morgantown), l\Iichael 
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Hilc1ebrand, Alexander ]\1cIntyre (Uorgantown), John 1\1e1­

l'ose, Fauquer ]\IcCra (1\Iorgantmvn), 1\1ose8 'Yilliams, 
Philip Huffman, Charles Stewart, William Bills, Adley Ray 
and Thomas Griggs. ]\IcNeely kept tavern until 1801, and 
]\IcCra and StewaI't until 1802. Thomas Chipps was 
licensed in 1798, and kept for two years in 1\1organtown. 

In 1799, Jacob Pindall succeeded Alexander 1\1cIntyre in 

l\'1organtown, and Jacob Bowers, George McClelland (Bran­
donville, now Preston County) and Henry Dering, 1\1organ­

town, were licensed. Dering continued the business until 
1807. In 1800, licenses were granted to Dudley Evans, 

'Villiam Chipps, Samuel Swearingen and James 1\IcVicker; 
in the following year, to Purnell Fowler and Daniel Stew­

art, and in 1802, to Bartholomew Clark (l\Iorgantown), G. 
R. Tingle (l\1organtown) and ,,7illiam Ashford. John Fort­

ney and Richard Smith were licensed in 1806. 
The county court, at various times, established schedules 

to govern the charges of these early taverns. The follow­

ing from the record of May 25, 1824, will serve as an illus­
tration of the pl1ices then current: 

Mal1eira wine, per qnart,
OthAr .. 61 " 

8pil"it~. per bRlt pint, -
Prench brandy, half pint. 
Foreil.tD gin, "" 
Domestio liquor" " 
Breakfast, - -

1.25 
75 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 

Dinner, • 
Snpper, 
LodgiuJ!. per night, 
Oat~, per gallon, -
Corn," ". 
Hay or fodder, per night, -
Pasturage, - -' -

25 
2:i 
61 
12~ 
12! 
12! 
61 

POSTAL HISTORY. 

The people of Monongalia were favored in 1793 with a l)ost­
l'oute fro~ Pittsburgh to Morgantown, which was established 

by the Pittsburgh, Gazette. Isaac Pearce was the post-rider. 

The United States, in 1794" established a postoffice at 
Morgantown, ancl appointed Peregrine Foster post-master. 

For the next twenty-eight years we IHwe no reconl of 
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the postal matters of the county. In 1822, the following 

post-offices were in l\Ionongalia County: 
.lfiles from From 

Post-o.tJlces. Postmastel·s. Waslltngton. Richmond. 
Morgantown............ Alex. Hawthorne............201 ............ 309 

King's Ferry............David Barker..................244............342 

Barnes's Mill ............ Thomas Barnes, Jr..........327............219 

Polsley's Mill ............ J acob Polsley......... ~ ........245............343 

Swarp Settlement.... John W. Corlin...............211 ............264 

\Vbite Day.............. John Jeffs........................210............320 


There were five post-offices ill the United States at that 
time by the name of l\Iorgantown, viz.: one in Bed{s Coun­
ty, Penn., one in Burke County, N. C., one in Butler County, 
Ky., one in Blount County, Tenn., and Morgantown in Mon­
ongalia County. 

In 1846, we have record of the following: 

Morgantown - N. B. Madera IIce's Ferry - John Bowers 
Granville - - - . Dent Jake's Run - - R. D. Tennant 
Blacksville I - E. B. Tygart \Vhite Day Joseph Jolliffe 

The following is a complete list of the post-offices and 

postmasters in the county in 1851 : 

ArnAttsvill6-James Arnett, J •.• Laurel Poiut-Ed. O. Brooke. 

Blacksville-Rohert S. Fletcher. Morgantown-Nicholas B. Madera. 

Cassville-Peler A. Layton. Pentress-Cyrenus Cox. 

Dornicktown·-WilJialD Hale. Stewarttown-Sam'J \Vithero\v. 

Granville-Marmaduke Dent. UtHngtoll-W Ul. D. Smith. 

Ioe's Ferry-Antbony Loftus. Wadestown-Wm. Kenney. 

Jake's Run-Ricbard D. 'rennant. White Day-.Jos. Jolliffe. 

Jitntown-Wm. P. WilJiam~. 


Below will be found a list of the post-offices now in the 
county, with the date of establishment, so far as known: 
Andy .Take's Run Pentress \1849) 
Arnettsville (1851) Laurel Iron Works Randall 
Cassville Laurel Point \ St. Cloud 
Cedar Valley Lowesville Statler's Run 
Center Maidsville (1857; Stewarttown (1850) 
Clinton Furnace (ISo');) Miracle Run (1854) Uffington (18.)0) 
Cross Roads Mooresville \Vadestown 
Easton 'Morgantown (179-1) \Vhite Day (1822) 
Georgetown O'Neal (1883) Wise. 
Halleck (1880) Pedlar's Run 

35 
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There are now five post-offices in the United States by 
the name of lVlorgantown-locatec1 in lHol'gan County, Ind., 
Butler County, ICy., Pike County, Ohio, Berks County, 

Penn., anc1l\'Ionongalia County, 'V. Va. 
The first United States mail in the county was a l'oute 

established in 1794, from Hagerstown, via Hancock, Cum­
berland, l\lorganto"\Yn, Uniontown and Brownsville, and waH 
said to hayc made weekly visits to l\Iorgantown. Post­
offices increased and semi-weekly mails were secured. On 

March 9, 1832, Col. John started a line of four-horse stages. 
Tri-weekly mails came next. The late A. S. Yance started 
the first daily mail about 1854. 

FLoUR IXSPECTORS. 

All flour baneled and sent out of a county in Virginia 

during the first part of the Nineteenth Century, had 'to be 
inspected, and branded, if fit for market, "fine" or " super­
fine." The inspector for a county had a long hollow (lrill 

with a l)oint like a gimlet. lIe bpred through the center of 
the ~al'l'el, and inspected the flour brought up by'the drill 
(which was about one pound), and then mal,ked the barrel. 
This flour he kept, and received besides so many cents a 

banel for inspection. "re have mention of the following flour inspectors for 
1\Ionongalia: 1807, Abram Woodrow; 1813, Cornelius Berk­
shire; 1812, Rawley Evans; 1820, John Evans, Jr. The 
county records show nothing further of flour inspectors. 

NOTARY PUBLIC. 

The iirst notary public in the county, of which we find 

any account, is James l\IcGee, who was sworn in on March 

13,1815. 
EARLY COROXERS. 

The first coroners whose names we can find m'e A. P. 
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1Vilson, 1815, and Joseph Campbell, 1816, and from this 
down the records bear the names of no other coroners, 
except that of Augustus Haymond, 1842 to 1856. 

OYEnSEERs OF THE rOOTI. 

In 1806, the county was divided into tln'ee districts, with 
voting places at Morgantown, John 1\IcClain's (in Preston), 
and John Dent's, for the election of overseel'S. 

1806.-0heat District.-John \Villitts, James Clark and 
Robert Tannahill. jJfOl'ganto'Wn District.-vVilliam 1\ic­
Cleery, Calder Haymond and Nicholas Vandervort. TVest 
Bide IJistrict.-Boaz Burrows, Richard Harrison and Asa 
Hall. 

1812.-Joshua Hickman, William Conner, Joseph Fore­
man, Peter l\fason, Robert Abercrombie. 

1816.-DanieIMcCollum, Frederick Hersh, Richard Fore­
man, Ralph Berkshire, James McGee, 'Villiam Haymond, 
Jr., .John S. Barnes, SamuEl 1\Iinor and Rawley Martin. 

In 1819, but two districts remained, as Preston was 
stnwk oft'. No accurate record was kept after this. 

SECRET ORGANIZATIONS. 

1\Ionongalia has had her share, with other counties of 
"\Vest Virginia, qf secret organizationH. The following l111vo 
been established in the county: 

1Jju8on-ic Frate,·nit!J.-A Royal Arch Cluipter was organ­

ized years ago, but went down. Gill Commander)" No. 4 
was organized in 1867, and renh'tined till 1874. Among its 
members were: J{nights H. Reed, ,T. J. Fitcll, 'Y. W. Dering, 

'Villimn 'Yagner, 'Y. H. Houston, ,Yo A. Hanway, O. H. 
Dille, E. J. Evans, A. L. Nye, 'Villiam Dann and CharleH 

'V. Finnell. 
1\Iorgantown Unidll L6(ige ~o. 93, A.F. & A.M. was cha1'­
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tered December 15, 1812, by the Grand Lodge of Vir­
ginia, and on February 10, 1813, at its first meeting, Thomas 
Irwin and Thompson 1\icKain (of Union No. 92, of Penn.), 
Simeon Woodrow and William G. Payne, P.M.'s appointed 
by the Grand Lodge of Virginia, installed the following offi­
cers: Ralph Berkshire, W.lVI.; Rawley Scott, S.W.; 
George S. Dering, J.W.; William G. Payne, secretary; 
William N. J arrett, treasu~er; Simeon Woodrow, S.D.; 
W. B. Linsey, J.D.; dnd Nathaniel 'Vebb, tyler. From 
1819 to 1825, the Lodge was dormant, and in 1826, the 
chm'tel' must have been l'eturned. December 16, 1846; a. 

new charter was granted. January 24, 1867: a new charter 
was received from the Granel Lodge of West Virginia, and 
the number of the lodge was changed from No. 93 to No.4. 
The lodge has met regularly from 1846 to the present time 
-since 1852 in the "Commercial Building." The present 
membership is about fifty. Present officers: W. H. ;Hous­
ton, 'V.M.; L. W. Joseph, S.W.; E. J. Evans, J.W.; John J. 
Brown, secretary; M. L. Casselberry, treasurer; E. C. 
Allender, S.D.; J. E. Dent, J.D.; William 'Vagner, chap., 
and H. D. McGeorge, S. and T. Masters from 1812 
to 1883: Ralph Berkshire, 1813-26; Peter T. Laishley, 
1846-47. From 1847, two were elected each year: 1848, H. 
Reed, A. B. McCans; 1849, J. E. Tucker, George S. Ray; 
1850, J. Beck, E. G. Brooke; 1851, E. G. Brooke, J. E. 
Tucker; 1852, J. E. Tucker, U. Griffith; 1853, U. Griffith, 
Geol'ge S. Ray; 1855-57, H. S. Reed; 1857, Elijah Morgan, 
H. Reed; 1858, U. Griffith, I. Scott; 1859, J. 1\1. l\Iickle ; 
1860, William Britt; 1861-4, D. C. Pickenpaugh; 1864, A. 
L. Nye; 1865, E. C. Bunker, E. H. Coombs; 1866 to May, 
1867, W. A. Hanaway; to December, 1869, E. H. Coombs; 
1869, (Dec.), F. M. Durbin; 1871, W. W. Dering; 1872, E. 
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H. Coombs; 1873-6, W. H. Houston; 1876, E. H. Coombs; 
1877, E. C. Allender; 1878, 'V. H. Houston; 1879-80, E. 
H. Coombs; 1880-4, 'V. H. Houston. 

Secretaries from 1812 to 1883: 'Villiam G. Payne, 'Vil­
Ham N. Jarrett, E. P. Fitch (1847), John Beck, J. J. Fitch, 
N. Gillespie, M. J\I. Dent, J. E. Tucker, Z. ~Iorgan, E. C. 
Bunker, U. Griffith, L. 'Yilson, H. Reed, F. M. Durbin, E. 
H. Coombs; 'V. W. Dering, C. ,Yo Finnell (1868), and John 

I 

J. Brown from 1869 to the present time. 

Independent Order of Odd Fellow8.-0rphan Friend En­
~ampment No. 23 of Virginia was instituted at Morgantown, 
June 25, 1850. Officers: D. R. Hoxie, C.P.; ,V. Can', H. 
P.; Elijah ~Iorgan, J.W.; F. J. Fleming, S.'V.; P. R. 
Mitchell, scribe, p,nel J. Nimon, treasurer. Under the juris­
dictio~ of West Virginia, the encampment became No. 14, 
on the 27th of April, 1870, and its officers were James A. 
Davis, C.P.; David H. Stine, H.P.; Henry Reese, S.W.; 
John C. Davis, J.W.; J\Ianliff Hayes, scribe, and Daniel 
Fordyce, treasurer. The encampment went down a few 
years ago. 

l\Ionongalia Lodge No. 62 I.O.O.F., of Virginia, was in­
s~ituted at Morgantown, January 27,1848. Charter mem­
bel's: by card; P. R. Mitchell, N.G.; John Beck, rec. sec'y; 
Rev. S. P. Dunlap, chaplain, J. 'V. Bell and E. L. Stealy: 
by initiation, George S. Ray, treasurer; R. B. Carr; cor. 
sec'y; ThoU1as Evans, V.G.; W. E. Grove, William Hay­
mond, Jr., John G. ~vans, 'Yilliam S. E\"ans and 'Yatson 
Carr. Uncler the jurisdiction of "., est Vil'ginia, it became 
Monongalia Lodge No. 10, and held its first meeting 
Februal'y 17, 1866, when George C. Sturgifiis was initiated a. 
member. Its present officers are: Job S. Swindler, N.G.; 
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Joseph E. 'Vatts, V.G.; David H. Stine, sec'y, and James 
C. 'Vallace, treasurer. Its, present membership is eighty­
four, and the total membership since 1848 is three hundred 
and nine. 

Lodge No. 80 of this order was organized, and is still in 
existence at Blacksville . 

.ltniglds of .lIonor.-On September 10, 1879, l\Iorgan 
Lodge, No. 1762, of this order, was organized at MOJ;gan­
tOWll, by instituting-officer R. C. Dunnington, of Fairmont. 
Its charter membm's and first officers were: J. T. Harvey, 

dictator; 'Villiam Moorhead, vice dictator; J. nI. 'Vooel, 
assistant dictator; M. L. Casselberry, past dictator; E. 
Shisler, treasurer; 'V. C. McGrew, l'eporter; R.' C. Berke-

I 

ley, financial reporter; G. 'V. Lazear, guide; J. C. Wallace, 
sentinel; C. W. Finnell, guard. The lodge now numbers 
twenty-nine members, and its present officers are: W. C. 
l\IcGrew, D.; M. L. Casselberry, V.D.; S. P. Houston, A.D.; 
J. S. Stewart, P.D.; E. Shisler, treas.; 'V. IL Hoffman, R.; 
William l\Iool'head, F.R.; R. C. Berkeley, chaplain; John 
I. Hl1rvey, guide; O. H. Dille, S.; C. Vanc1evort, guard. 

Among other provisions of the order is one for the pay­
ment, upon the death of any member in good standing, of 
a two-thousand dollar benefit to his family or heirs. During 
the four years which have elapsed since this lodge was 
organized, only one death has occurred a.mong its members. 
This was the death of 'V. S. Cobun, clerk of the county 
coul't, whose benefit of $2,000 was pl'omptly paid to his 
family. The average cost of these benefits is about $2!J per 
year for each member. 

i1ztl'OJl8 of IIul5vand,'y.-Tll 1874, 'Vhite Day Grange, No. 
331,'was organized at Smithtown, and heldl'egular meetings 
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for several years, b~lt no l'ecords could be secured, and 
nothing further can be stated. Another grange was estab­
lislled in the county, the name and number of which we 
have been unable to procure. 

Temperance Societie8.-See pages 451-2-3. 

LITERARY SOCIETIES. 

Sixty-nine yeal'S ago there was a library styled "The 
Morganto"~l Circulating Library." An act of Assembly 
passed Noyember 15, 1814, recites that the stockholders of 
this society should have annual meetings ana elect a presi­
dent and five directors. Here all record of it endR. ,Tra­

dition is silent, and the memory of the oldest inhabitant 

can add nothing. 

17tepian.-There was a literary society at Morgantown 
over fifty years ago, wllich was drR.matic -in its chm'acter, 

and performed Shakespeare's plays. Thomas P. Ray and 
Eli B. Sweal'ingen were members. It is said to have been 

the Thespian Literary Society. 

Tlw Young .i1len's Society for the P),OJnotion of L'iteratul'C, 

Sciawe and .lJ£orulity was organized in 1843, at Morgantown. 

No accol{nt can be found beyond the fact that "T. T. "Tilley, 
R. L. Berkshire and mml}Y other prominent men were mem­
bm's. Henry Clay, George l\[cDuffie, and seyeral other 

United States Senators, were elected honorary members, 

who responded acknowledging their election. Juelge Bel'k­

shire hilS these letters. 

The OolmnZ,ian Literm'y Society was started by the 
students of l\Ionol1galia Academy after 1852. Becoming of 

l~l.l'ge n~embership, it divided, and a portion of its members 

organized 

17w .Jlonollgalian.-These two societies were revived by 
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the students of the West Virginia Unh-ersity in 1867. The 
~Ionongalian was aftel'ward challg~d to the Parthenon, 
The 'Villey was organized by membel's of the Columbian, 
but went down in a short time. 

The Union Literary Society was instituted January 1, 
1857. The founders were E. H. Coombs, L. S. Layton, 
John ThOl'n, 'V. E. Wells, A. C. Pickenpaugh, F. 1\1. Dur­
bin and Thornton Pickenpaugh. Its luembership was in­
creased by the addition of John 1\larsha11 Hagans, Dl'. H. 
W. Brock, E. C. Bunker, J. l\I. Heck, H. T. Martin and 
many others. It met in one of the jury-rooms in the 
court-house, {)ond its records show that among other Pel'­
formances, it discussed the live questions of the day. It 
ran from 1857 to AP1'iJ, 1861. 

MONONGALIA INVENTIONS AND INYENTons. 

We have mention from various sources of the following 
inventions in Mo~onga1ia County, with the names of the 
inventors: 

IlIt'pntion. III t'f>ntors. rear. 
Corn planter...............................D. Halderulan............1853 

·Seed Sower........................ ; ........ Moses D. 'Vells ..........1852 

Rubber wagon 10cl\:.................... " 

Sausage cutter............................Jalnes Kern............... " 

'Vashing machine........................Elijah Morgan........... 1854 

Breech loading gun.....................Lewis Evans.............- ­

Automatic hand (printing) press feeder {~v~b~~1:~~ried 1855 


Corn Rheller...............................-- NiIllons ............... " 

'Vashing j)Iachine ......................... J. M. Kerns................ " 

'Vashing l\fachine.......................Daniel Haldeman...... " 

Churn ..........................................J. Boyers................... " 

Dish sa'v....................................Jalues Kern...............185G 

Churn....... ; .................................. Dr. H. N. Mackey...... " 

fShingle machine........................H. D. McGeorge......... " 

Grain sower...............................JallIes Kern........ . . ... . 
 H 

.. These sowers were sold Ilt $5 each. Nearly tlvo thousand of them were made, and 
they were sent to nIl purts of the t;nlted States. 

t The shingle machine was highly recommended in the papers of that day. 
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INSURAl,CE HISTORY. 

On the 29th of 1\-Iarch, 1851, "The ~Ionongalia Oounty 
Mutual Insurance Oompany" was incOl'Porated by the 
General Assembly of Virginia. Oharies l\IcLane, Edgar O. 
Wilson, George D. Evans, John E. Fleming, William Lazier, 
Addison S. Vance, J osepl} A. McLane and Elza o. Lazier 

were the incorporators, and were' named i~l the chartm' as 
the first board of directors. These men are all dead now, 
except Dr. Joseph A. l\IcLane and Elza O. Lazier. The 
company was to. have its office at Morgantown, and insure 
no property outside the county. Its otganization, however, 
was never perf1cted. 

Some time during the chil war, another attempt was 
made to form an insurance company in Morgantown. A 
large amount of stock was subscribed, but the company 
never organized for business. The stock was afterward 
merged in a Parkersburg insurance company, which diel 
business a few years and then wound up its affairs. 

Among the earliest life in~urance agents in the county was 
Henry Robertsen, now of Baltimore, who, about 1865, rep­
resented the lEtnn Insurance Company, of Hartford, Conn. 
T. P. Ray succeeded Robertson u.s the representative of 
that company. About 1867, a Rev. Mr. Yard, of Baltimore, 
and -- Dix, of New York, were hei-e, the former in- the 
interest of the Knickerbocker company of Now York, and 
the latter representing the Globe, of the same city. Pre­
vious to this, R. T_ Bowman, of Morgantown, had become 
agent for the Home of Columbus, and the Oontinental of 

New York. George M. Hagans was among the eady insu­

:rance agents here. 
O. W. Finnell began the insurance business at Morgan­

to,\\"1l in 1863, and continued it until 1876, when he removed 
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to Pittsburgh. Returning in 1880, he resumed the business, 
and now represents the following fire companies: American, 
Continental, Uuited States, New York Fire, and German 
American, of New York; Manufacturers' and American, of 
Wheeling; American, of Boston; American, of Hartford; 
Fire Assurance, of Philadelphia; Germania, of N ew Jersey; 
City of London, London, Eng.; Liverpool, London an{l 
Globe, of ~fanchester, Eng.; l\Ietropole, of Pari~, France. 
In life insurance, Mr. Finnellioepresents the Maryland Life 
Insurance Company, ~altimore; Travelers' Life Association, 

New York, and the Valley ~Iutual, of Staunto~, Va. He is 
also agent for the Emmetsburg (Md.) llIutual LiYe Stock 
Insurance Company. 

Prof. A. W. Lorentz began the fire and marine insurance 
business in ~Iorgantown in 1870, and has continued it to the 
present time. He represents the lEtna of Hartford, Niag­
ara of New York, and Peabody, Franklin and German, of 
Wheeling. 

D. H. Chadwick, it is said, was the first man in the 
county to insure- his property against fire. He did this 
while in the eastern cities purchasing goods. Before 
1860, there was little or no insurance in the county. 

TELEGRAPH HISTORY. 

Previous to 1866, Monongalia County had no telegraphic 
communication with the o~ltside wOI·ld. In that year the 

Pacific and Atlantic Telegraph Company with headquar­
ters at Pittsburgh, erected a line through the county, l~­
ning from Pittsburgh to Fairmont, and opened an office in 
Morgantown. A considerable quantity of the stock of this 
company was taken by citizens of the county, but we have 
no data from which to ascertain or even estimate the 
a~ollnt. Alexander L. 1Vade was t11e first operator in 
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Morgantown, and, being also county recorder, he establishe(l 
the telegraph office in the court house. He was succeeded 
as operator in 1870, by H. R. Dering, who moved the office 
to hiR hardware store. On July 1, 1875, the Pacific and 
Atlantic 'company leased this line, among others, to tho 
Western Union Telegr~ph Company for twenty years, the 
latter assuming the payment of four per cent per annum on 
two million donal's stock of the former company. This pay­
ment has always been promptly made. T. P. Reay,vas the 
third operator, and was succeeded by George Kiger, Jr., 
who has had charge since September, 1880. Since that 
year the office has been in Dun's Commel'cial Hotel. The 
telegraph service here has always been prompt and efficient. 

BUILDING ASSOCIATIONS. 

The first building association in the county was formed in 
1tlarch, 1872. It was the" Enterprise Building Association 

of Morgantown," and A, 'Yo Lorentz, J. A. Davis, 'V. C. 

McGrew, \r. P. 'Villey and 'Yo \V. Dering were the charter 
members. The shares were $100 each, and by the terms of 
its charter it was to "expire in seven years from the date of 
incol1)oration, or when a sufficient amount had been re­
ceived by the association to make each share of stock worth 
one hundred dollars." It did business for six years and 
seven weeks, when its stock had increased to its par Yalue, 
and, according to the provisions of the charter, its business 
was closed up and its stockholders were paid in full. At 
the close of business, in 1\'lay, 1878, the association had 
about thirty members and its stock amounted to $27,000. 
Not a cent was lost in any manner, it is said, dUI'ing its 
entire course of business. 

'Vhile·the affairs of the" Entelprise" were being wound 
up, anothel' building association was ol'ganized, and incor­
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-porated April 2, 1878, as the "l\Iorgantown Building Asso­
ciation." Its charter members were W. C. l\IcGrew, E. 
Shisler, lVI. L. Casselberry, George C. Sturgiss: J. c. Wag­
Del', J. M. Hagans and Henry 1\1:. l\'Iorgan. Its shal'es were 
$100 each, seven of which were taken by the charter mem­
bers, and it was empowered to inCl:ease its capital, by the 
sale of additional sha1'es, to $200,000 in all. Its object was 
stated to be "raising money to be used among the members 
of such corporation in buying lots or houses, or in building 
01' repairing llouses." Its principal office was to be in 
Morgantown, and its chal'ter "is to expire on the first day 
of April, 1898." The first officers of the Association were 
as follows: l\'Ianliff Hays, president; James A. Davis, vice 
president; John C. 'Vagner, tt'easu1'er; E. H. Coombs, 
secretary; J. M. Haf.{ans, solicitor; M. L. CasselbelTY, ,.y. 
C. :l\IcGrew, E. Shislel', W. W. Dering and William ,.yagner, 
board of d~rectors. Its present officers are: E. Shisler, 
president; William V\?agner, vice president; M. L. Cassel­

berry, tl'easurer; E H. Coombs, secretary; ~. M. Hagans, 
solicitor; A. W. Lorentz, 'Villiam 'Vagner, GeOl'ge Hall, S., 
P. Huston and Nimrod N. Hoffman, directors. At present 
there are seventy members in I the association, owning 
$39,300 of stock, of which $27,215, or over sixty-nine per 
~ent, is paid in. 

WEALTH, DEDT AND TAXATION. 

But little is to be gathered of the wealth or taxation of 
Monongalia for the one llundred and seven years of her 
existence as a county. The first twenty years' records were 
burned. From 1796 to 1852 the land assessment books of 
the commissioners of the revenue have no summaries, or 
next to none, and no sheriffs' settlements are to.....be found 
from which to gather any data. A portion of these books 
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are gone. The books from 1852 to 1863 are somewhat bet­
ter, but they are partly gone, and nothing can be done with 
them to get accurate results, beyond a few isolated cases. 
From 1863 to 1873 a part of the books are gone, and some 
that are left are in bad shape. ,\Vith 1873 only can we com­
mence to give anything correct enough for use or benefit. 

,,\\'"EALTH OF COUNTY-EASTERN DISTRICT.· 

YEAR. --1- - --CUNTON.--- I MORGAN. 

:-=-:--:--______1'-_ Real. 1PerS;n'l/ Total. --:}=-le-a-=-l.--:-:IPers'n-'l-I-T-o-t,a-l.­

1873 . •••••• ..••.••••. • •.•• $3:37.:l73 $172 178 $5119".-451 S19H-I)73 $176.2HO- $572.35~ 
1874..... .•••••••• ..•• .••••. ~40 3114 1652161 505,5201 404.773 W7.5:'0I 5 -2.303 

1]875... .•.••• . .•. ...... ..... R67 86.) 16fi 3nl 5H42;)6 399.3:->0 16~ 8571 56:l.~37 
1876 ....... ...... ..... ...... ~68 on 142.897 510,970 ~9S.878 160 !:!H9 55fJ.117 
1877 .... ...... ........ ...... 368.185 139,007 507,192 399.081) 173 561 57:'.647 
1878 ........ ...... •.... ...... 365 241 144 5:l6 5G9 7H7 396 2H7 16'J 4~71 559 664 
lX79 ........ ........ ..... 365.111 1:37327 502.4:lS 397672 16;{ iS4 5609ilt) 
18'\0 ...•••.• ......... 361) 800 126.517 492.317 399 31)2 162.673 562.025 
18I'H......... ...... .......... 31)7.214 140.286 5f17.5"0 398 509 1;2.0141571).5~3
lR82 .... ......... .... '" 366.218 161 774 5~ 047 398.361 168 879 567.2-10 
1&13 ....... ........ ........ 359.-181 179 176 5386.')7 :>65201 156.118 5~1 374 

YEAR. 1 UNION. ' I llORGANTOWN. 
----------:1 Rea~pers'n'ilTotaL I ~-I pers;n'i-:-I--=TC-:ot:-a-=-l.­
187=3:-.-..-••-••-..-..-.---·~S3=-=-l)-=-9.--=3-=-64-::'-'-:-$-:-::17=-=1-;':--:!8-1:S540.H92 $205 421 $~I)O 198 $.f55.fi25 
1874 ..... ... .... ...... :li2.o8;!i l76.Cl81 548 16:3 20;,,).3~7 316,On 521.400 
1875 ..... ..... ...... ..... 3S4 0131165 611S 54!).6211 2~1.65:1 :l74749 496 402 
IS76..... .................. 38! 341 135,6;)61509.9971 2221153 2H7 ~44 5W,!IH7 
IH77 ..... ......... .... ...... 3S:),073 V18.08;,,) 523.1581 22:t.40:3 296.526 518,9i9 
]878 ........ ...... ....... 3\'/;~.869 I:W 90il 513.774 224.60?' 2S3459 5118,062 
1879 ........ .•••••• ......... 381,901 109.323 41)4 2~4 2:'.3683 273 ti68 497 351 
1880 ......................:.. 3>14 287 103.050 487 3:37' ~~4.175 181,303 4115 478 
1881...... ........ ........... 38! 319 126.746l511 06:)1 221).4:l5 IH4066 419.401 
1882......... .......... ...... 381.201 130484 5146851 2:M 1175 199.724 424699 
~................... •• 374651 136,436 5ll.087 217720 19.'),9901413.710 

WEALTH OF COU~-WESTER~ DISTRlCT.t 

YEAR. CASSo \I GRANT. 

1 neal. 1Pers'n'l 1 Total. II Real. 1 Pers·n'I~I--=To:-t:-a-:-l.-

1873.......................... 13372,6121$191.281 $51i:~ 8H311'$MH.453IS244.390 t7f13,843 

1874............ ..... ......... 372.891 159,988 532.879, 551.4131 227,220 778.633 

1875.......................... j 432.37111.')3,221 485,592; 1624.744. 231,123 855867 

1876..... .... ...... ......... 432.709 156,575 5S9.284 626,69912(18.261 8:14.960


j
1877 ........................... 1 4322951135.6681 567,963 1 62\164 211.994 837,158 

1878..... ....... ••• ....... 433.267 141.220 574.487; 626,024.220,219 846,243 

1879................. ........ 432,46H 142.763i 575.229! i 625.779 197.605[ 8::!3,384 

1880......................... 1432.1941127'7711 559.965: I 624.8321190.007 814.89<J 

1881 ..... .... ... ........ 434,731 132.2:l01 566.91n 1\1 62..1),831\196.0031821.834 

1882.......................... \ 431.785 141.4911 573,276 626.110 199,681 825.7!11 

1883...... ......... ........... 436,0291 139.432 575.461 I 649.304 200.6~ 849,932 


• The Eastern Dlst'rtct Is the first assessment district, and Includes all that portion 
or the county east of the Monongahela River. 

t The Western Dlstrtct Is the second assessment dlstrtct, and Includes all that part 
or the county lying westot the llonongahela. River. 

http:176.2HO-$572.35
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WEALTII m' COl.J~TY-'\·ESTERN DISTRICT. 

YEAR. I CLAY. II BATTELJ.E. 

I Real. I Pers'll'l I 'rotal. II Real. I PefS'n'l I Total. 

1873.... .•••• .•..• . ••.•.• 1$404.9011$242 528\ $647.4:l{}I I S30.i.0911$173,2blIM78.34:!
1874......... ..•• • ...•.• •.••• 404,778 248,01m 652871 305,::26 180,756 486,08!! 
1875... •• .•..•. ..... .•.....•• 510 533 241,4851 752.018 I 3!)7.6~71167.n6 564,74;~ 
]876..................... ''''''1 511.670! 193.029) 704,708j 397.670 148.25,'}1 545,925
1877 .............. ..... ....•• 512,529 H)4.5!W 707,055/1 398,498 131.612 530.110 

1178......... ......... ......... 513,463 J!)0.()20! 704,0921 398537i 131,886 530,423 

1~79 ...................... '''1514 9751 179,9.)} 694 !l2(j11 398.6811125,412 ,'}24,09:;

1880............. .... ......... 515.574 185174 70(,748 SBS.4il9 ]35,744 534.183 

1881 ............" ............ 517,481 195.409' 712 SHOll 397.439/151,748 549,187 

188''': ......................... I 518.229 204 844 723 073 399.490 ]51,875 551.365 

1883...... .... ......... 556,577 1 222.3(18 778 885 420,9H7 lil,4591 592 436 


AGGREGATE YALUES IN ASSESSORS' DISTRICTS. 

}:ASTERN DISTRICT. 
YEAR. • -Rea-I.--PersonaI.\ 

J873 .........................................~ ~1.;m ... 137 $770,lH4 

1874 ... .... ....... .......... ... .............. 1322446 824900 

1875 ........ ......... ......... ... .• .. ........ 1.372.911 7(j~,6()5 


1876..... ......... ........ • ......... ............ ],373345 736.736 

lR77 .......... ........ ....... • ......... . ....... 1 374747 747 179 

1878.. .•. .......... ......... ......... ............ 1 ~69 930 721 3]9 

1879 ............._. __ ......... ..... ......... 1.371.367 683.702 

1880 .......................................... 11 373,514 573.543 

18S1......... .............. ............ ........ 1.375467 6:-\3.112 

lR82 ........... ...... ....... .• ...... ........ 1 373.810 660861 

1883 ........ .............. ....... ...... ......... 1 317 053 667.57.1 


' ..ESTERN DISTRICT. 

Real. Personal'I 

$1,632.057 or851,450 

1.1)33,804 816.057 
1.9f!5.275 792,91;' 
1.968 757 706 120 
1,968,486 li73.S00 
1,971 291 68:i 954 
I 971 9111 647 731 
1 911.039 6.38 75E) 
U175.482 675,3!JO 
1 !)73.614 fl97.891 
2.063 907 733.827 

TOTAL WEALTH m' COl:'XTY-REAL A~D PERSOXAL. 

~ _ nAB. !_!:ASTF:_!,~~~ 
lx73......... ......... ........ ................ l $~,078 3~1 


IH74......... ........ ... ....... ............... 'I 2.147.346 

1875 ........ ....... . ...... ... ...... ......... 2.142,511: 

1876..... ........... ..... ..• ..•••• .......... 2.110.1181 

1'i577 ...... ...... ...... ...... ......... ...... .. .... 2.122.026 

1878............ ...... ........... .. ..... ..... 2.091 269 

IS;9.......................................... 2.0.i5.069
II 

1880. ••.• ......... ...... ......... ......... ..... 1.Q-t7.057 

1881 .......................................... 1 200S.579 

lSd2...... ..... ••. ............ •.•• ..... ...... 2,034.671 

1883...... .... .. ..... ...... ...... ...... . ... I 1.984.628 


WESTERN DIST•• GRAND TOTAJi­

~~793.3H7 - $4,871,828 
2449,861 4,597,2U; 
2.758,2'20 4,900,731; 
2.674,1'\77 4,784,95.'" 
2.642,286 4,76-1,31:= 
2655.245 4,746,514 
2,619,6:J2 4,674,701 
2.609,795 4.536,852 
2.{).';0,8;2 ~,659,451 
2.671,505 4,706,17ti 
2.797,734 4,782.~62 

The county has never been in debt to any extent, so far 

as we can fincl. On one or two census reports a trifling 

amount, such as forty or fifty dollal's, appears. 

COUNTY LEVIES. 

Under the following order we find the following rates: 
"Ordered, '.rhat the sheriff of this county collect of each tithalJlt' 

http:3!)7.6~71167.n6
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in this county the sum of - cents for the purpose of defraying the 
expenses and allowances made at this term." [These allowance8 
were for a year, and were always made at the May term]. 

In 1;95, the rate was four shillings; in 1796, three !shillings. 
real". Rate. rear. Rat{'. rem'. Ratc>. rem'. Rai{'. rem'. Rate. 
1806 .•.•..25 1821......•40 1830.......50 1839 .....•75 1851 ..•.. 1.93 
]810..••...25 1822 ......20 1831.......50 18·10.....1.3H 1852 ...... 1.2il 
1811.......25 18:!3.......an 1832.......50 1~41...... .75 1853 .....2.7.> 
1812.......60 18'24.......46 ]833.......87 1842 ....• 1.~ 1&54 .....2.211 
ISI3..... .51) 182;,.•..••60 183-1...•.••3!! 1843 ..•.•. 1.25 185.3......200 
1815.......50 IS:!6 .....::'11 1835 ..... •3n 1844...... 1.00 18.>6......2.2;) 
1816......43 UI2j ...... .44 1836 . .....W 1845...... 12.) 18;)7.....2.00 
1819...... .40 !8:!8....... ~I) 1837.......62~ 1848.... 2.85 1863 ...... 1.50 
1820 ......43 JS~9 ...... .50 1838.......85 184!l...... 2 OU 

State and County Levies.-From the year 1864 the leyy­

ing orders l'ead as follows: - cents on each $100 of I'eal 

and personal estate outside the Borough of Morgantown 
for county purposes, including the support of the paupers 

and keeping roads and bridges in ~·epair. 
The following table shows the annual levies laid by tile 

county authorities for the above pUllJoses, and also those 

laid by the legislature of the state for state and state scho'Ol 

purposes: 
In the table" S" stands for state, and the figures under it <It>not~ 

the number of cents levied for State and State school purpm~es on 
each $100 valuation; "c" ~tands for county, and the figurt>8 unuer 
it denote the number of cents levied on each $100 -valuation for tht> 
purposes named in the above order. 

rem'. s. 
1864 .•••.• 40 

c. 
28 

rem'. s. 
1869......30 

('. 

50 
rem·. s. 

187.1.. ....30 
('. 

4'>L
"'" 

rPm'. s. 
1880......~O 

('. 

4-i 
1865......40 100 1870......35 40 187G......30 4~ lSRt. .....30 3:; 
1866......40 
1867......40 

50 
40 

1871-2 ...35 
1873......30 

50 
40 

IHi1......30 
1878......30 

44 
3r::a 

1~82 .....i30 
1883......33 

3:; 
3;; 

1868......30 48 1874......30 50 1879......30 50 

lJistlict Let·ics.-The following tahle shows the levies in 
tlie seYel'al districts of the county for the yeal's named, for 

road, school (teachers' wages), and building (school-llOuses) 

purposes. In the sub-head" R" sta~ds for road, "S" for 
school; and "B" for building, and the figm'es under tllem 
denote the number of cents levied on each $100 of yaluatioll. 
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EASTER~ DISTRICT. 

CUNTON. II )fORGAN. II UNION. II)fORGANT'WN 
YEAR! R. s. 

-
H.R. 

--
B.S. ~:- ~Ii-~+~~~ 

'20 3520 fi n 2~!... 10 21873... 
]0 1;)15 S5 10 5 JO 6 6 '£l1874... 

10 20 26 S8 1018i5 .. 12 1107 8 8
10 21 20 109 ]5 22 10 8 10101876... 

~3 1010 15 10 10 12 6 10 11 71877 .. 
12 2211 '107IH78 .. la 7 I 10 11 10
15 22 616 7 10 9 69 1091879... 

122415 10 20 10]6 315 10ISS0 .. 1 10 
156 17 13 61881..'1 16J 22 I 6 10 I 5 \ I 25 
10I'; 10 2!l 18 12 12 17 4012lRH2 ; 12 
209 10 15 19 10 301l 14 15~8S3... 15 

WESTER...'i DISTRICT. 
-I BATTELLE.
CLAY.
GRANT.
CASS. 
 .- ._-­YI<;AR --.-­

R. 
--

H.R H S.B R.R. S. 
- -.~~-'-~- - -

10 ...... 5 310... ... ... 16 41873 .. 
]615 15 72 1015 10 H1874 ... ... 10 10 
12]5 16 25 7187£)... 12 2 20 15 210 4 

26]0 2010 16 12 16101876 ... 4 10 418 
1510 15 10]H77... 10 2 10 12 8 18~ 5!6 

]5 1!l2010 15 7 14bi8... 15 10 179 4 
3­ 1:) 1610 105 10 51879... 10 10 113 

615 161880 .. 4 10 15 15 1515 10 10 2 
S2051881... 10 6 8 9 66 10 10 6 

1) ]2 301882... 14 8 I 12 12 712 13 16 7 
18~3 ... 1515 10 5 10 18 15 11 10 15 26 J 10 

COUNTY AREAS. 

Monongalia, when created in 1776, embraced the present 
territory of the county, nearly the west half of Tucker, all 
of Randolph east of Tygart's Valley River (except along 
eastern slip), all of Barbour and Taylor east of the same 
river, all of Mal:ion except Grant District, and the present 
telTitoryof Preston County. It also included nearly all of 
Greene and Fayette, and about one third of Washington 
County, Pennsylvania. In 1779, the territory now in 
Pennsylvania was yielded to that State. In 1779, an ad'­
dition was made on the soutll, from Augusta County, and in 
the next year, another addition from the sanle county. The 

• 01 

territory in these two additions embraced nine-tenths of 
what is now 'Vood and Wirt, all of Calhoun and Gilmer, 
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three-fifths of Braxton and ,\Vebster, one-fourth of Poca­
hontas and Doddridge, one-half of Pleasants, all of Ritchie, 
Lewis and Upshur, and the remainder of Taylor and Bar­
bour. In 1784, Harrison was taken from Monongalia. 

This left the county with its present territory, all of 
Marion and Preston, and half of Taylor. In 1800, about 
one-fifth of Marion was taken from Monongalia and added 
to Harrison, and in ~818, Preston County was taken off. 
In 1841, a small slice east of the Chestnut Ridge was added 
to Preston. l In 1842, nearly all of the "remaining four-fifths 
of Marion, and one-half of Taylor, were taken from Monon­
galia. The last diminution was in 1847, when the last 
small portion of Marion was taken from Monongalia. 

YEAR. 

1776 .. 
1779 .. 
1780 ... 
1784 .. 
1790 •• 
18UO •• 
1810 ... 
1818 ... 
1820... 
1830 ... 
IB40 ... 
ISH ... 
1842... 
1847... 
1850 • 
1860 ... 
1870... 
1880... 

AREAS, POPULATIO~ AND GROWTH-I77G-ISBO. 

Total Per cent or I Estimated I Number to Est. pop. or 
Increasc.Population. Increase. area sqr. rot 'squarc roUe. pres'nt area. 

--.­
4,000 
2,400 
5,2.')0 
1.385 
1,385 1,200 

8,540 
4.768 3\ 

3,772 79 1,32':> 2,3406~ 
4,253 50 1,325 3,320 

7M 
11,060:11 

12.793 9! 
14~ 7001,733" 16 5,760 

14,056 20 7,200 
17,368 

3,006 36 700 
3,312 ~4 700 2·H 8,820 

675 
:~iO 
360 

4,981~ 2f)'It :J60 ;H~ 12,387 
1:~,04~ 
12.387* 

661 :; :160 36 13,048 
13,547 400 4 3fiO :;n 13,:>47 
14,98':> 1,4.'lS 11 3(',0 4H 14,flS5 

The' first column gives the l)opulation c~ch ten years, yet 
until 1850 the county was becoming smaller all the time, 
hence those numbers for the county at differcnt sizes arc 
not the true figures of IJopulation based on its prcsent area. 
The area has been estimated at e"cry loss of territory, and 

• Decrease. 
36 
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is given. The total population divided by the area gives 
the number of inhabitants to the square mile, and this 
quotient multiplied by the number of square miles in the 
county (now 360) will give (approximately) the nnrobe!' of 
inhabitants then living within the present limits of tho 
county. The county as composed of its pr~sen~ limits, has 
never lost any population, which will be seen by inspecting 
the last column. 

The cost of the County government for the last decade is 
shown in the following table: 

COUNTY RECEIPTS AJ.'1D EXPENDITURES. 

. F1Bcal Yea~ "Total Re- Total Ex-I County ISupport I Cost ot IRoad Tax' __._ celpts. pendltures Levy. ot poor. Bridges 
1873-4 ................. '19.491.96 S.:::::::: $18.323 93 i5~358-.r)8 ii:16s.0- ::::=: 
1874 ... 1)......... ...... 32.167.55 21,698 21 21,700.38j 4 il16.53 .,608.92 5,209.57 

1875-6 ................ 34.364.26 2n.I24.03 ............. 345185 3,1a'7.65 ............ 

1876-7................ \39.670.28 24 321.13 ............ \ 9,812 55 2.666.351............. 

1877-8................ 25.567.67 17.864.21 20.560.65 1.7.837 5.321801............. 

1878-9 ................. t 32.397 65 20.454 93 16 135 35 4.R85 66 1.5~ OP ............. 


11879-80............... 142.722.04 24.301.34. 22.882.49 0.695.13 566.95 4.774.66 

1880-1 ....... _...... 44,379,95 25.269.111 20,104 09 3,214,72\ 604 21 5,150.26
11881-2................. 18,713,86 9,[>42.96 15,904.22/ 2,'l9'~ 89 1.400 53 2,495.(i!t". 

1882-3......... ........ 21,034.07 19,909.241 ............. 4,~.28 4,169.7112,443.~: 


GEOQ RAI'HIC.\L CE~TER. 

As there are no sUl'veyecl bounclary lines of the county, 
und as its shape is irregular, we can only estimate the 
Geographical Center to be in Grant, not far from the C3S~ 
District line. 

CEXTEU OF 110I)UL.\TIOX. 

From want of sun'eyed boundaries of the county and the 
districts, it is difficult to determine the center of pop~llatioD, 
but it seems that that point lies west 01' northwest of the 
center of Gl'unt Dishict. 

CO{;XTY DIVISIONS. 

The first division of the cOlmty was into nine cOllstabu ... · 
'" Receipts included county ley)', back taxes, miscellaneous, and amount In treasury 

at }){'ginntng ot n'lcal year. 
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lary districts, established as follows by the county court on 
June 8, 1807. : 

Fir8t Districi.-Up the 1Ir1 onongahela RiYer from where the Penn­
sylvania line crosses to the mouth of Booth's creek, and up to 
Sayer's road and to John Ambrose's, then with Laurel Hill to 
Cheat River, and across with Laurel Hill to the Pennsylvania line, 
and with it to the begiI:ming. Constables, Daniel Cox, James Mc­
Vicker, George B. Hoskinson and John Cooper. 

Second Dlstrict.-To begin at the mouth of Booth'8 creek and up 
the Monongahela and Valley Rivers to the mouth of Sandy creek. 
and up said creek to Randolph road, and with it to John Ambrose's,. 
and thence with line of first district to the beginning. Constables. 
Horatio l\Iorgan, Isaac Powell and John Jones. 

The Third, Fourth and Fifth comprised what is now the territory 
of Preston County. 

Sixth, District.- From the Monongahela River up the Pennsylva­
nia line to the ridge between Dunkard creek and Crooked run, 
then to 'Vade's run, and down to Scott's mill run, and down it to 
the river, and with the river to the beginning. Constable, John 
Itamsey. ' 

Seventlt District.-Up the Pennsylvania line from the last men­
tioned point of beginning, to include all the Dunkard creek settle­
ment hnd its waters. Constables, John Statler and Thomas 
Baldwin. 

Ei,qltth Dis/ricl.-From the mouth of Indian creE"k up the main 
left hand fork, and to extend to the bounds of the Sixth District. 
Constables, Rawley Martin and Samuel Kennedy. 

~-rintlt Dil/triot.-lind that the :Xinth District shall be as follow~, 
to wit: All that part of the county above the Eighth District. 
Constahle~, John West and Jasper 'Vest. 

On :Monday Juue 27, 1831, the county COlut of nlonon­

galia didded the county into four consbthulary districts, 

and constables were appointed, as follows: 

"Disi)'ict .J..yo. 1.-All that part of the county eUl5t of the )IoJlon­
galle]a River, and northeast of a liue cOllllllencillg at the mouth of 
Cobun·:. ('reeli, and up the same to the head thereof at' the 
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Preston County line." Constables, George W. Dorsey, John Watts. 
Jeremiah Stillwell, George Jenkins, Nelson Berkshire and Madison 
McVicker. 

"Di8trict No. 2.-All, that part of the county east of said river 
and southwest of the above described line." Constables, William 
Meredith, William Swearingen, Amos Jolliffe, Amos Meeks, Horatio 
Morgan and Benjamin Bradley. 

•, District No. S.-All that part of the county west of said river 
and northeast of a line running up Indian creek to the head 
thereof; thence to Peter Tennant's mill; thence down Day's run 
to Dunkard creek; thence with the creek to the Pennsylvania. 
line." Constables, Wmia~n M. Harrison, John D. Martin, Benj. 
H. Barker, Hosea Wade, Andrew Brown and Caleb Tanzey. 

U lJistrict No.4.-All that part of the county west of said river. 
and southwest of the last above described line." Constables, John 
MusgravE', Thomas Wade, Haze Parsons, George Dawson, Thomas 
I~. Boggess and 'Villiam Lantz. 

DISTRICT DIVISIONS. 

In 1852, the county was divided illto seven Magisterial 
Districts, designated by numbers, from one to seven, inclu­
sive. The commissioners*to lay the county out into these dis­
tricts was appointed 'by the General Assembly, April 2, 1852, 
and made the following report of their wOl'k : 

"Di8trict No. 1.-Bounded and described as follows, to wit: Begin­
ning at the mouth of Booth's creek, on the Monongahela River, 
thence up said Booth's creek to the mouth of Jacob's saw-mill run; 
thence np said run to where the road leading from said run by Ben­
jamin Jacob's smith shop to the Beverly turnpike comes into said 
pike; thence a. straight l~ne to the ford where the Rock Forge road 
crosses Cobun's creek; theDl~e with said Rock Forge road to where 
it intersects the Morga.ntown and West Union turnpike road, 
thence with said turnpike road to thePreston [County] line ; thence 
with the said Preston Coun.ty line to the cllcstnut comer of Mon­
ongalia, Marion and Preston counties; thence with the Marion 

• The commlsstoners were: WUllam Lantz, N. Plckenpaugb, Gen. E. s. :PIDdall, 
'I'ho~ns Meredith, Alpheus Stuart, WnUnm Haines and Wll11am PrIce. 
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County line to the Monongahela River, and thence down said- river 
to the beginning. 

h District No. 2.-Bounded and described as follows, to wit: 
Beginning at the mouth of Booth's creek, the beginning of District 
No.1; thence down the Monongahela River to the mouth of 'Vest's 
run; thence up said run, near by the house now occupied by 
Joseph Cummins, and with said road by Davis 'Veaver's to the 
Preston County line, and with said Preston County line to the 
West Union and Morganto~n turnpike; thence with lines and 
boundaries of [District] No.1, 'to the place of beginning. 

".District No. B.-Bounded and described as follows. to wit: Be­
gillning at the mouth of 'Vest's run, on the Monongahela River. 
thence down said river to the Pennsylvania line, and with the 
Pennsylvania line, crossing Cheat River, to the Preston line; 
thence with the Preston County line, recrossing Cheat River, to 
District No.2, and thence with the adjacent boundaries and lines 
of No.2 back to the beginning at the mouth of West's Run. 

U District No.4.-Bounded and described as follows, to wit: Be­
ginning at the mouth of widow Brook's lane; thence with the 
road leading through said lane to the Morgantown and Evansville 
road; thence with said road to the Brandonville and Fishing 
cr~~~i: pike; thence with said pike to where the old State Road 
b!1V(~i said pik·'t near Scott's bridge; thence with the old State 
R') \,1 by the old Capt. D~nt plar.e on to where it comes to the new 
1"'>.1'1 l~d,din~ by ,T·)IVl F ~tty'3, a.nd with the said n~w road to the 
1in(~ I)C No. 6 l(w~in tfter d JDrib ~d; and with lines of No.6. ashere­
b. "f, }r descl"ib d t) th ~ P !G 'l i yl vantil. line; thenc~ with the Penn­
8;1: V taia. lin ~ ,,) til-} j[ )i1.)ilci.l.:1da. River, and up said river to the 

plaM of beginning-. 

.. IJistrict No.5. -Bounded 'and described as follows, to wit: Be­
ginning at th~ Ill')uth oC wid,)w Brook's lane on tlie Monongahela 
River, the place of beginning for No.4, and with· the boundary 
lines of No.4 to where Solid line strikes the boundary line of No.6; . 
and thence with the line of No.6 as hereinafter described to tho 
Marion County line; and thence with the Marion County line to 
the Monongahela riv'er, and thence down the Monongahela river 
to the place of beginning. / ' 

"District No. 6.- Bounded amI described as follows, to wit: 
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Beginning on the Pennsylvania line at David A. 'Vorley's stable; 
thence crossing Dunkard creek at t.he ford there and with the 
Day's run road, commonly called the "graded road," by the route' 
for said road as surveyed and graded, to the Marion County line; 
thence with Marion County line to what is called the Kennedy 
cornel'; thence a straight line to the mouth of the run on which 
Mrs. Dorcas Riggs lives; thence up said run to its head and the 
top of the ridge separating the waters of Stewart's run and the run 
on which John Hawkins lives; thence with the top of the ridge 
dividing the waters of Doll's run, Stewart's run and I.Jittle Indian 
creek, keeping the highest ridge between Doll's run waters and 
Dent's run waters, and between Scott's run waters and Doll's run 
waters, until a knob not far from Smoky drain of DoWs run is 
reached; thence down a ridge in a nortn-east direction, including 
the Postl(lwaite farm in No.6, to the Jackson school-house on a run 
which puts into Dunkard creek at Morristown; thence with the 
road leading therefrom to Morristown, to the Pennsylvania'line, 
and with said Pennsylvania line to the place of beginning. 

"District .1Vo. 7.-Bounded and described as follow~, to wit: 
Beginning at Dav!d A. 'Vorley's stable on the Pennsylvania line, 
the place of beginning for No.6, and with the line of No.6 on the 
Day's run to the Marion County line ~ and thence with the Marion 
County line to the Wetzel County line; and thence with the 'Vet­
zel County line to the Pennsylvania line, and with the Pennsylva­
nia line to the place of beginning." 

The Legislatul'e of 'Vest Virginia, on the 31st day of 
July, 1863, appointed "Tilliam PI'ice, Reuben Finnell, James 
T. McClaskey, Thomas Tarleton, Philemon L. Rice, Jesso 
Mercer and Jesse J. Fitch commis~onel's to divide ~Ionon­
galia County into townships, and designate them by names. 
Messrs. Price and Fitch did not serve, and Michael 1Vhito 
and Harvey Staggers were appointed in their places. They 
marked off the magistelial clistricts, with but little ,·aliation, 
into townships, and gave them names. The First District 
became Clinton Towllsl1ip, the Serond became 1\forgan, the 
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Third Union, the Fourth Cass, tho Fifth Grant, the Sixth 
Clay, and the Seventh Bat~elle Township. Squire William 
Price, who made the survey, is dead, and nothing of it coul<.l 
be found after a laborious search among the county l'ecords. 

In 1872, by the constitution adopted in that year, the 
(( townships" were changed to " districts." We come now 
to the consideration of their individual history in the DIS­

TRICT HISTORY of the county, which will commence with 
the next chapter. 



BOROUGl-I AND DISTRICT HISTOltY. 

CHAPTER XXVII. 

l\IORGANTOWN BOROUGH.* 

General Description-Theory of the Morgantown or Monongahela 
Valley Terraces-Early Settlers-Traditional Blockhouse­
County Buildings-Town Established-Trustees-Incorpora­
tion-Officers- Mills - Postmasters-Stores-Physicians-Mor­
gantown Suspension Bridge-Gymnasium-Lecture Association 
-Religious Denominations-Schools and Officers-Growth of 
the Town~Suburbs-Statistics.. 

MORGANTOWN is situated where the Monongahela hI'eaks 
through the foot-hills of the Alleghanies with majestic 
sweep, and was named for the adventure-loving and Indian­
fighting pioneer, Zackwell Morgan The borough stands on 
the eastern bank of the river, and on the nOl,th side of 
Decker's Creek. It occupies the broken surface of the 
second terrace of the l\Ionongah~la Valley. This terrace is 
one of a series of five along the l\Ionongaheln. Valley, 
through which the I'iver has re-cut its channel down to its 
present bed. 

A well supported geological hypothesis now teaches th~t 
away back-hundreds or thousands of years-the Monon­
gahela and its hibutaries had cut down their channels 
nearly to their present beds; that then, two great ice 

• Morgantown Is now the only borough In the county. There never was but one 
other borough In the county. 'I'hls was Gran~llle, which was Incorporated In 1819, 
but soon went down. 
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glaciers-one from the northwest and one from the north­
east-came together near Cincinnati, and formed a great 
ice-sheet 600 feet high, whose southern rim crossed the 
Ohio and dammed up its waters into a vast glacial lake, wboso 
outlet was through Kentucky, over the Licking River ridges. 
This lake backed its waters 300 feet above the site of 
Pittsburgh, and back-water extended from 250 to 275 feet 
high in the Monongahela and Cheat river valleys. The 
Rev. G. F: Wright, an eminent glacialist, has established 
the ice-dam, and Prof. I. C. White has shown that this 
glv.cial dam caused the Monongahela and Cheat to fill up 
for 275 feet above their present beds, with trash, clay, sand, 
gravel, drifted logs, boulders &c., &c., and that these ter­
races are remnants of tllis W'eat trash deposit. When tho 
ice-barrier disappeared, Prof. White says, "the rivers _re­
cut their channels through the silt deposits, pl'obably hy 
spasmodic lowering of the dam, in such a manner as 400 

leave the deposits in a series of more or less regular te)'­

races which in favored localities subsequent erosion lli1s 
failed to obliterate, though from steep slopes it has remov·'d 
their every trace. * * -le- * * In the vicinity' t)f 
Morgantown, terraces of tram;;ported materia.l occur ~t f :'J 

following approximate (measured by barometer) elev.LLion~ : 

Fpet abot'p river. Feet abvt'P tit7e. 
First terrace............................................. 30................ 820 

Second terrace.......................................... 75................ 1:16.') 

Third terrace.............................................175................ 965 

Fourtll terrace..........................................200................ 990 

Fifth terrace.............................................275................1065 


From this measurment of Prof. White, we see the first 
terrace is 30 feet, second 45, third 100, fourth 25 and fifth 
15 feet. 

The first terrace is principally fine sand, gravel and mud. 
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Prof. 'Vhite says it H seems to possess some respectable 
antiquity, however, since Mr. "ralter Hough, one of my 
students, dug some teeth and bones from five feet below its 
top, which were identified by Prof. O. C. Marsh, as tIle 
remains of a species of peccary, an amimal that has not 
inhabited the region in question within the American 
historic epoch. All of the other telTaces have thick de­
posits of transported material. 7:. ~r ~{- The fifth terrttce 

of this 1\'Iorgantown series marks the height to which tho 
pre-glacial ,-alley of the 1\Ionongahcla was silted up, par­
tially or entirely during the existence of the glacial d3.1ll n.t 
CillcinllatL" 

Morgantown is situated in North latitude 30~ 37' 57" 
u'om Greenwich, Eng., and in 44' 5" North latitude from 
Washington, and 5n 2°' 39' 30" 'Vest longitude from "Tashing­
ton. It is 792 feet above sea leyel at the wharf. Its 
streets run at right angles. Front Street is 66 feet wide, 
next High Street, 66 feet, and then Spruce Street, 40 feet. 
These streets are crossed by North Boundary Street, 33 
feet, Walnut, 66 feet, Pleasant, 49! feet, and Foundry Street, 
40 feet. Its alleys al'O Long, Poplar, Court, Cherry, Kirk, 
Plum, and South, each 12 feet wide; Maiden, 13 feet, anll 
Bumbo Lane, 20 feet. 

EARLY SETTLERS. 

The Deckers were undoubtedly the first white men who 
visited the site of Morgantown. See page 35. The Bor­
der 1Varfare says: "In the fall of 1758, Thomas Decker 
and some othOl'S commenced a settlement on the l\Ionongn.­
hela River at th~ mouth of what is now Decker's Creek." 
This account would make their settlement on the site of 
Morgantown. A tradition, current among 01(1 people, 
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makes Decker, escaping from the massacre of his colony by 
Indians, in 1759, to jump into 3. rattlesnake den, where he 
was bitten to death, and locates the affair at the Harner 
place, some miles up Decker's Creek. 

Frontier history and tradition agree in making David ana 
Zackwell ~Iorgan the next settlers after the Deckers, on tho 
sIte of Morgantown, in 1768, and the first ownel's; but sur­
vey book No. 1 in the Cour.t house makes Isaac Lemasters 
the first owner,* settling in 1772, and selling to Zackwell 
Morgan the site of l\Iorgalltown. 

Zackwell Morgan, supposell to be a l'elative of Gen.1?an­
iell\Iorgan, was here in 1766, by Colonel Crawford's sworn 
statement. Wither's Border Warfai'e makes David MOI'­

gan to have come ill 1768, and also Zackwell. The tradition 
in the l\Iorgan family makes David to have come first, and 
Zackwell, his brother, to have followell in 1772 or 73, 
when David Morgan left Zackwell in possession of the 
place and removed to the vicinity of Prickett's Fort 
(l\Iarion County), where, when sixty years of age, he had 

• "April 29th, 1781. Sun"eyed for ZackquU Morgan, assIgnee of Isaac Lemasters, W 
acres oUand In l'tlonongaUa county, on Decker's Creek and the river MonongaUa, in­
ClUding his settlement made thereon in the year 1772, agreeable to and in part of a cer­
tUlcate for 400 acres from the commissioners for adjusting claims to unpatented land.<J 
In MonongaUa • • • '" • • • '" James Chew asst to" [John Madison, surveyor]. 
This certlfieate was issued to Lemasters Feb. 25. 1780. 

Gmnts of waste and unappropriated lands In 17m In Virglnla, were, nrst upon Im­
portation Rtghts, second Treasury Rights, third lapsed and escheated lands. Grants 
were made to the Ohio company, In 1748, the Loyal Company In 1749, and the Green­
brier Company In 1751: but they never granted any lands In llonongalla, neither were 
any mtUtary grants of 17M laid In the county. Proof Of residence Defore 1778 gave a 
rIght to 400 acres In Monongalta. Now, Morgan wasllv1ng here before 1772, by CoL 
CraWford, when Lemasters carne; then why did hc not put In his own claim Instead 
ot getting the land through Lemasters' claim 1 Was Lemasters here as a t~nant for 
Morgan In 1772, whlle Morgan may hav~ been away, and then did Morgan, to prevent 
any claIm of Lemasters, have him (Lemasters) asstgn the land to him (Morgan)? No 
one knows. Morgan Is not the only Instance of this kind. CoL John Evans (by reUa­
1>le eVidence) was here before 176.) and made lmprovements 11lw Morgan did, and then 
went back for his famUy and came back about 1770 or 72; yet hc acquires the title tor 

"his land as the assignee of Samuel Owens. Numerous cases like ~Iorgan and Evans 
are to be found In the county. 
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his celebrated fight with the Indians. He married Sallie 
Stephen, and among 4.is children were Stephen (father of 
Hon. W. S. Morgan and Col. Chas. Morgan), James, "Mod," 
Evan T. (the last Revolutionary soldier in the county), 
Zackwell (the grandfather of Smallwood G. Morgan), and 
Sallie Burris. Zackwell Morgan was of Welsh descent, 
came from Bm'keley County, Vhginia, settled for a time on 
GeOl'ge's Creek, in Pennsylvania, and then came to the site 
of Morgantown. His first wife was a Paxton. They had 
three daughters-Nancy Pierpont, Temperance Coch!.5'tn and 
Catharine Scott. His second wife was Drusilla Springer 
(said to have been a sister of Col. Zadoc Springer, of Penn­
sylvania). Their children were: Levi, the noted bOl'der 
scout, who died in Kentucky; Uriah, who was in Indian 
warfare and died in Tyler County; James, an Indian fighter 

---'"' 
and soldier on the frontier; Zadoc, who died young; Mor­
gan Morgan, or "Mod," of Indian fame, who died in Tyler 
County; Capt, Zackwell, who w~s the lal'gest of the family, 
and died at Bl~densburg, in the War of 1812; Hannah, 
who married David Barker; Sally, who married James 
CI··lland; Rachel, and Drusilla, who married Jacob Swisher. 

T :.mac Lemasters and James Templin were here as e:uly 
t 1772, but of them we have no further account. 

ltlichael Kerns was a small, heavy set man, weighing 
nllout 170 pounds. He came from Holland and was at the 
Slt~ of 1\Iorgantown in 1772. He manied Susan Weather­
holt, a widow, in 'Vestmoreland County, Pen~. Their 
children Wel'e: Michael, Jr., who marlied Cathali~e Criss; 
Christina Jones, Susan Stealy and John. After the death 
of Ilis wife,'Michael Kerns married a widow RifHe. Kerns's 
Fort was on his land. Ho built tho first mill in tho county, 
and ~ad a boat-yal'fl at the mouth of Decker's creek, to 
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accommodate emigration to Kentucky. His remains lie 
buried back of the fair ground. 

TRADITIONAL BLOCKHOUSE. 

A tl'adition among some of the older people" is to the 
effect that on the site of Thornton Pickenpaugh's livery 
stable, a sD?-all log block-house was built by the early set­
tlers, on account of a splendid spring of water being there. 
This spring has lately been deepened into a well. 

COUNTY BUILDINGS. 

After the improvised court house of Phillip's carpenter 
shop had been surrendered to Pennsylvania, courts had 
been held at Col. John Evans's and other points until 1782, 

when the house of Zackwell Morgan was to be used until a. 

court house was built. Some time between 1782 and 1789, 

a frame COlut house* was built. Its timbers are said by F. 
A. Dering to be in the stable of the Franklin IIouse. This 
court house stood somewhere between Laishley Weaver's 
store and the present court house. Between 1800 and 1802, 

a two-story brick court house, about 40x30, was built on 
the site of the present one. The court room and two clerk's 
offices were on the first Hoor, and a broad flight of steps led. 
to the second story, wl1ich was dhided into three jury 
rooms. Its successor was the present court house, built 
between 1846 and 1848. It is a two-stOl'Y blick, with two 
clel'ks' offices, and an unused court room on the first floor, 
and 1\ broad flight of stairs leading to the secoJ?d story, 
occupied by the court room and two jUI'Y ropms. The con­
tract was let to build it August 24, 1846, to Joshua H. Zinn, 
for $5,695, and $300 extra for a. pediment by l\Ial-tin Callen­

• This court bouse and a jail cost about UO pounds or f2,j(). and were standlnr In 
1';'St. These tacts nre establlshed by the record ot the sutt or Harrlson county v~ 
lIonongalla County. See page 8:00. 
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dine, "'\Yilson Crowl and 'V. T. 'Yilley. Extra allowances 
were afterwards made. 

On August 20, 1851, the statue of Patrick Henry was 
placed on the dome of the court house. The statue was 
proposml hy L. S. Hough,. who raise'd by subscription the 
lleccessary funds, ana E. l\Iathers did the work. 

J'lt'ils.-The jail used in 1789,~\- of which James Daugherty 
was appointed jailel', has faded from l'ecord, memOI'Y and 
tradition, as to nature and location. In :May, 1793, Thomas 
Butler adyertised in the PittslJ'u'rgl" Gazette to sell out, in 
June, the building of a stone jail, to be 44x20, and 13 feet 
high, to be completed in a year. This is likely the stone 
jail the old people remember, standing on the site of 
Laishley "\Yeaver's store, cornel' of Walnut and High 
Streets. This jail was succeeded by the" Old Log J ail,'­

which was built, probably, about 1820 or 25. It was a two­
story log house, compose(l of blocks of wood, sawed about 
2x4 feet, and put together with iron bolts. It was about 
25x35 feet. The lower part, divided into two rooms, \vas 
llsed to accommodate the prisoners. TIle jailer and his 
family occupied the upper part. 'fhis jail stood on a por­
tion of the site of the present one. Between 1848 and 
1850, a two-story bl'ick jail was built on the corner of Wal­
nut Street and Long Alley. It is said to have been 
lllOdelled after the "rinchester jail. It was used till 1881 as 

* Prison l"UII'S orderell ~lny 4, 1789: "Beginning on the -Monongahela River, at WI;' 
end ot Pleasant Stree., In MorganS-Town, ancl running with and InclUdIng the same 
Muth 08 east 100 poles Into Decker's Creek, and up the said creek N. ~ east 3 poles, N. 
CIS W. 29 poles to Spruce Street) and along and Including said Spruce Street N. 32 E. l~ 
1)01e8 to Walnut Street, along and Including Walnut Street N. 08 W. IS poles to HIgh 
:--treet, alon~ !lnd Includlng saId lI1gh Street X. 3'2 E. 33 poles N. 08 W. 20 poles 
cro~sll1g Middle Alley and along and Including It S. 32 W. 3.'1 poles to Court Alley 
aiong and InclulUng It X. ;->8 W. 36polos into the said river and up the s..'lid rIver to 
the beginning." Tllcse bOUIHI., were lor })er~ons confIned tor debt. 'j'lley dared not 
b"0 beyond them. 
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:1 receptacle for prisoners-several of whom escaped. It is 
now used as a dwelling house. Fielding Kiger and George 
Kramer superintended its building. The county records' 
r:,how nothing definite as to the time of the completion of 
these jails or court houses, nor of their cost. 

The present fine and splendid stone jail was b.:l1ilt in 1881. 
It is said to be as fine a jail as can be found in West Vir­
gUlla. A fine two-story brick is attached for a jailer's }'esi­
dence. The jail is a two-story structure. Iron cells are on 

the first floor for dangerous criminals, and strong and secure 
rooms are fitted up in the second story, for the reception of 
other prisoners. The pl'esent jailer is Charles Merrifield, 
succeeding 'Villiam I. Protzman. The cost of the jail, 
when completed and fnrnished, was estimated at $18,000. 

TOWN ESTABLISHED. 

The General Assembly,. in October, 1785, established 
l\Iorgans-Town by an act }'eading as follows: 

"Be it enacted by the General Assembly that fifty acres of land, 
the property of Zackquelt Morgan, lying in the county of Monon­

galia! shall be, and they are hereby, yested in Samuel Hanway, 
..Tohn Evans, David Scott, Michael Kerns and James Daugherty, 

gentlemen, trustees, to be by them or any three of them laid out in 

lots of half an acre each, with convenient streets, which shall be, 
and the same are 11creby, established a town by name of )Iorgan~­
town." 

The lots were to be sold at a public auction, whieh wa:.; to 
be advertised two montlls previous in the Virginia (iazette. 
The purchaser of each lot was to build upon it within four 
years, a 110use eighteen feet square, with a brick or stone 
chimney. Any lot already sold or conveyed by l\Iorgan waH 

not to be l'e-sold. On De.cember 4, 1789, the General As­
sembly, in view of representd,tions "that Indian hostiliticR 
::md other causes" prevented house-buil<.1ing, extended the 
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time three yeal's; and, on N ovembel' 2, 1792, five years 
longer time was granted the lot-holders to build, "from the 
difficulty of procuring materials." 

Trustees for Morgantown were provided for by act of As­
sembly, passed February 7, 1810. These trustees wel'e to 
be five in number, and elected by the freeholders. This act 
was amended, January 6,1816, and January 4, 1822. These 
trustees had the right to le.vy a tax not to exceed a fixed 
rate. 

Incoryol'ation.-Morgantown was incorporated on the 3d 
of February, 1838, as "The Borough of Morgantown," and 
seven trustees, to be elected annually, were to administer its 
municipal affairs. March 20, 1860, an amended charter was 

I 

secured from the ~egislature of Virginia, pl'oviding for 
the election of a mayor, sergeant, nve councilmen and a 

recorder.' The boundaries of the borough were declared to 
be as follows: "'Beginning at the mouth of Decker's creek 
and running down the Monongahela River with its mean­
ders 96' poles, to where a Spanish oak and sugar tree [stood]. 
the lower corner of Morgan's survey; thence with a line of the 
same, N.77lo, E. 481- poles to where a black oak* stands. 
now in th~ North Boundary street; thence along said street 
S. 57i 0 

, E. 92 poles, crossing the Deep H ollow ~'Un, to said 
Morgan's line, and with same S. a5io, W. 4 4-10 poles to a 
white oak, his corner, and corner to Michael Kern's; and 
'with their lines S. 89° 7', W. 31 poles to a white oak on n. 
point S. 15°, W. 16 poles to the mouth of the llforesaid 
Deep Hollow run at a high l'ock; thence down Decker·s 
creek "ith its meanders, and binding therewith, 200 poles t.o 
the beginning." 

-In the olt! recorded survey It readd "to where 0. black stood," .te. 
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OFFICERS. 

No borough records can be found until 1860, so no full 
list can be given until that year. 

TRUSTEES. 

1816. J. E. Fleming 1857. 
J. A. Shackl'0ford J. R. Drabell I. Scott 
Rawley Evans D. II. Chadwick n:Fordyce
A. Werninger E. P. Fitch D. H Chadwick 
John Shisler D. B. Lynch H. Dering
N. B. Madera M. Chalfant E. P. ~'itch 

1828. . 1855. John Wallace 
Mathew Gay Alex. Hayes 1858. 
J. H. McG~e Michael Shisler C. W. Finnell 
E. M. Wilson I. Scott L.~. Hough 
J. A. Shackelford Daniel Fordyce l\fanliff Bayes
N. B. Manera ,Jacob Kiger A. C. Dorsey 

1851. James Odbert F. Madera 
Elias Stillwell E. P. Fitch R. L. Berkshire 
J. E. Fleming 1856. 1859. 
James Shay I.Scott M. Callendlne 
H. Daugherty E. P. Fitch F. A. Dering
J. R. Drabell P. Ro~ers Alex. Hayes
D. R. Lynch R. P. Hennen D. H. Chadwick 
R. L. Berkshire J ameR 0<1 bert W. A. Hanway 

1853. Daniel Fordyce R. L. Berkshire 
I. Scott Jacob Kiger M. M. Dent 

BOROUGH OFFICERS-1860-1883. 

MA.YORS. 

1860. Phillp Rosters' 1867••lohn C. Wagner 1876-77. W. C. McGrew 
1861. Isaao Scott 1868. F. W. Thompson 1878-79. Jos. Moreland 
1862-3-4. John G. Gay 1869-70. J. M. Hagans 1880. Jesse J. Fitch 

J. J. Fitch 1871. John H. Hoffman 1881-82. Manliff Hayes
1865. Wm. Lazier 1872-3-4. J os. Moreland 1883. Manlitr Hayes 
1866. J. M. Hagan. 1815. E. Shisler 

RECORDERS. 

1860-1-2.Manliff Hayes 1869. G. W. McVicker '1815-6. W. W. Dering
1363·4-5. Manlitr Hay"s 1870-1. F. A. Derring 1817-8-9-80. J. W.Madera 
1866-7. Manliff Hayes 1872-3. Chas. MoLane 1881-2. Wm. Moorehead 
1868-James A. Davis 1874. C. W. Finnell,Jr. 1883. Wm. Moorehead 

SERGEANTS. 

1860. A.C. Pickenpaugh 1868. Alpb. Jenkins 1875. Uriah Rider 
1861. John S. Dering 1869. Alonzo Finnell 1876. Chas. Chalfant 
1862. James Johnson Josepb Dawson 1817. Wm. N. Bricker 
1863. James F. Snyder 1810. Jacob S. Shisler 1878-9. C. A. Madera 

F. K. O'Kelly John Watts 1880. C. M. Chalfant 
1864. James }I'. Snyder 1811. Jacob Kiger 1R81-2. Alfrey Carraco 
1805. N. S. Evans James Odbert 1883. Jas. R. Hopkins
1866. James M. SbRUk 1872-3. James OdbE'rt Ass't Chos. Sh isler 
1861. John W. Madera 1814. Jacob Kiger 

TREASURERS. 

1868. T.F.Plckenpaugb 1815. Geo. C. SturgisR 1881. N. N. Hoffman 
1869. Wm. N ••Tarrett 1876. JOB. Moreland 18S2. N. N. Hoffman 
1870-1. F. M. Durbin 1877. F. W. Thompson 1883. N. N. Hoffman 
1874. E. Shisler 1818. George W. John 

37 
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1860 
David n. Chadwick 
Wm. H. Hanway 
Robt. P. Hennen 
Matthew Gay 
George KiJrer 

1861. 
David B. Chadwick 
";"m. H. Hanway 
Bobt. P. Hennen 
Frederick A. Dering 
George KiJ?:er . 

1862. 
S. Pjckenpaugh~ 
'Vm. A. Hanway
Robt. P. Hennen 
Frederick _1\. Dering 
George R. Dering 

1863. 
David H. Chadwick 
Wm. A. Hanway
Robt. P. Hennen 
Frederick A. Dering
Jacob Kiger 

1864:. 
James C. Wallacet 
F. S. Dawson 
F. M. Durbin 
Henry M. Morgan 
George W. Johnson 

1865. 
George M. Haganst
Wm. H. Staggers 
Alex. Hayes
Jacob Kiger
Henry D. McGeorge 

1866. 
Henry M. Morgan
George C. Sturgiss 
N. B. Madera 
L. S. Hayes
John C. Waltner 

1867. 
Frank W. Thompson 
Jacob Kiger
Daniel Fordyce
James A. Da~is 
James M. Shank 

COUNCILMEN. 

1868. 
Frederick A. Dering
Wm. N: Jarrett 
John Protzman 
Robt. P. Hennen 
Thornton Pickenpaugh H. W. Brock 

1876. 
L. S. Hough
W. A. Robison 
Frank W. Thompson 
Joseph .Moreland 

1869. 
Jacob Ki~er 
Lewis S. Hayes
James Shanks 
Wm. N. Jarrett 
James C. Wallace~ 

1870. 
Frank W. 'l'hompson
L. S. Hough 
J. J. Fitch 
George C. Sturgtss 
F. M. Durbin 

1871. 
Frank W. Thompson
L. S. Hough 
F. M. Durbin 
Henry M. Morgan 
David H. Chadwick 

1872. 
DaTid H. Chadwick 
L. S. Hough
F. M. Durbin 
Frank W. TholJ1pson"m. N. J 8rrett 

1873. 
David H. Chadwick 
L. S. Hough 
Wm. N. Jarratt 
Ed. Sbisler 
Geo. W. MeVicker 

1874. 
David H. Chadwick 
L. S. Hough 
Matthew Hennen 
Ed. Shisler 
H. W. Brock 

1875. 
L. S. Hough 
E. H. Coombsl/
W. A. Robison 
George C. Bturgiss 
H. W. Brock 

MILLS. 

1877. 
Frank W. Thompson
Henry S. Hayes.
Albert Madera 
Samuel Sears 

1878 
Gee. W. John 
George W. McVicker 
F. IC 0'Ke!ley 
N. N. HofJman 
Benj. M. Dorsey 

1879. 
Geo. W. John 
Geo. W. McVicker 
F. K. O'KelJey 
N. N. Hoffman 
Benj. M. Dorsey 

1880. 
F. K. O'Kelly
Frank W. Thompson
Benj. M. D<.'rsey 
Henry S. Hayes
Manliff Hayes 

1881. 
Thornton Picken paugh
Benj. M. Dorsey 
E. W. S. Dering
N. N. Hoffman 

1882­
Joseph A. McLane 
Benj. M. Dorsey 
Thornton Pi~kenpau~h
E. W. S. Dering
N. N. Hoffman 

1883. 
Joseph A. McLane 
Thornton Pickenpaugh 
E. W. S. Dering 
N. N. Hoffman 
l!'. A. Hennen 

From 1785 to 1873, Morgantown depended upon the 
Rogers mill for grinding. This mill, just beyond the bor· 

* In place of D. II. ChadwIck, who declIned to serve. 

t In place of D. H. Chadwick, who declIned. :: In place of J. P. Shater. 

§ In place ot E. W. Dertng. 1In place ot :Matthew Hennen. 

In 18i7, there was a tIe between E. n. Coombs and T. Plckenpaugh; in 1881, between 


J. A. McLane and Joseph Allender. 
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ough, on Decker's Creek~ was bought by H. N. Mackey in 
1867, and is known as the "Morgantown Mills." The firpt 
mill ever in the borough was the "Eureka Mills." This 
steam flouring mill was started by Col. Francis Thompson 
in the fall of 1873, at the rive~ wharf, at the foot of Walnut 
Street. It is run by an engine of 56 horse-power, and its 
grinding capacity is nine bushels of grain per hour. During 
the summer of 1883, E. C. Allender (who was born i;l! 1\'1or­
gan County) built the "Victor Mills." The building is 
three stories high, 50x34, with an engine house 20x34. It 
is equipped with the latest improved milling machinery, 
and is run by an engine of 60 horse-power. It uses the 
gradual reduct~on system of making flour. Estimated cost 
of building and machinery, $10,000. 

POSTMASTERS. 

The following list of postmasters from 1794 to 1864, and 
the dates of their appointment, was compiled at Washing­
ton, in 1876, by R. H. 9hinn, for the P08t: 
Peregrine Foster, 1794 James Shay, AprIl 6, 1853 
Hugb McNeely, 1795 Charles Wallaoe, June 16,1860 
Enos Daugberty, AprilS, 1803 Francis Madera, May 13, 1861 
Alex. Hawthorne, Nov. 10, 1S17 Frederick A. DerIng, Feb. 11, 1864 
Nicholas B. MadAra, Mar. 6, 1822 Charles Shank, Deputy, July 6, 1882 

STORES. 

The first store in Morgantown, it seems, was in 1783 or 
84, according to one of a series of letters written in 1842 by 
Wm. Haymond, Jr., to his nephew, Luther Haymond. In 
this letter, describing early times when he was a boy, he says: 

"Thomas Laidley had brought (1783 or 84) a store to Morgan­
town. My father bought a bear skin coat, as he had to go to 'Vil­
liamsDurg to be examined [for surveyor of Harrison County]. The 
morning before he started, Laidley and Means, his storekeeper, 
came to our house, and with, I believe, twenty half J oes, in all 
$200 in gold, to send to Richmond to buy land warrants." 
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The next account of any store is in 1810-N. Webb & Co., 
boots and shoes. In 1815, Ralph Berkshire and Eli B. 
Swearingen had a sto~e, which ran till 1821. They also had 
a store at Wheeling. Evans.& Dering, Henry Lazier and 
Scott & Daugherty had stores before 1815. In 1816, J0­

seph Lowry succeeded Scott &Daugherty. In 1815, a store 
was kept by some one in what is now the Franklin House. 
In 1820, R. Berkshire and J. Rogers & Co. were' keeping, 
and Alex. Hawthorne, then postmaster, had a stock of goods: 
In 1821, Somerville & Moore had a store. 

The following list of merchants between 1821 and 1847, 
and the length of time ·they were engaged in mercantile 
business, has been carefully and painstakingly compiled 
from diaries, newspapers and personal information: 

MERCHANTS FROM 1821 TO 1847. 

Somerville It Moore••••••••••.•1821-22 

Goff <.t Ohadwick..................1823-25 

Georl;e McNeely..................1825-35 

MoGee & Grifley....... _ .••••••••1826-29 

MassieJt Boyers..................1828-29 

Nathan Goft ........................ ~1829-31 

Wm. Lazier & 00.................1829-31 

John H. Mc~ee....................1829-32 

Henry & Morgan .................1829-33 

John W. Thompson............I829-31 

Wm. Griffey ........................ 1829-33 

Thomas J. Massie ................. I830-31 

Baker &; Glasscock ............... 1830-31 

R. & W. Berkshlre..............I830-31 

Chadwick & 'Vatts...............1830-32 

Elisha Moss ................... _ ......1830-33 

Bayard & Lamb..................1831·33 

Massie & McGee .................. l832-33 

Martin Calendlne.................1832-47 

Moore & Buckmghc1m ......... I832-33 

J. H. McGee & Son .............. 1832-35 

Chadwick & Alexander.......1832.39 

Henry S. Wilkins...............1833-35 

Edward Billlngsley............. l833-35 

L. H. Dorsey.......................l833-44 

E. & U. Bllllngsl.y............_1835·38 


O. & F. Madera..................1835-36 

McNe6lV & Dering ..............1835-37 

Chadwick & SOn8,.•••••••_ ...... I835-37 

Ohadwick & 80n..................1837-39 

H. & F. A. Dering...............1837-47 

Haymond & Perry..............1837-39 

George Kramer....................1837..42 

I. & J. F. Cooper............... 1837-40 

Wm. Lazier.........................1737-39 

James Ohadwick <.t 00.........1840-42 

OlJadwick & Pickenpaugb...I840-42 

Perry & Billingsley............ I840-41 

Isaac 000per........................ I840-41 

I. & J. F. Oooper ................. 1841-44: 

Postlewaite,Oragan & 00....1841-42 

Madera & Watts ..................1841-42 

Haymond & Madera ...........1842-47 

Richard Serpell ....................1842.•« 

Geor&e Kramer & Son......... I842-46 

D. O. & J. O. Ohadwlck........1842-47 

N. Pickenpaugh ..... _ .......... 1842-43 

W. & E. O. Lazier .............18!2-46 

George D. EvaDe & 00.........1844-47 

George M. Hagans dt 00......1845-47 

Lazier, McLane & Co ........... 1846-47 


Though strange it may seem, yet it has been found im­
possible to continue this list from 1847 to 83, so as to pre­
sent it accurate and complete. 



MORGANTOWN BOROUGH. 581 

The Johns building, on lot No. 87, corner of High Street 
and Maiden Alley, was built by Ralph Be~kshireJ and among 
the merchants occupying it have been Berkshire, Nathan 
Goff, William Lazier, the Chadwicks, ~Carraco's grocery, 
Thornton Pickenpaugh (1868-74), G. W. John & Co. (1874­
82), and since Dr. John's death, in 1882, his son, George 
John; and his son-in-law, William Moorhead, have conduc­
ted the business. The building occupied by Shisler and 
Hayes was built by E. W. Tower, about 1849. Shisler's 
room was occupied by F. H. Oliphant, as an iron store, suc­
ceeded by L. S. Layton (1865-68), Coombs and Dering 
(1868-73), W. W. Dering (1873-80), and in 1880, E. Shis­
ler, the present occupant,- bought it. His salesman is W. T. 
Kern, and it has always been a hardware store. Hayes' 
room was occupied by E. W. Tower, Fitch & Chalfant, 
Bunker & Finnell and J. J. Fitch, as a drug store. Since 
1872, it has been Henry H. Hayes' grocery and jewelry 
s.ore. The" Commercial Building," on lot No. 88, corner 
of High and Walnut Street, was built by Georg~ M. Hagans 
in 1852, and has been occupied by George M. Hagans & 
Co., Hagans & Rude, Jonathan Stahl, George M. Hagans, 
and since 1874, by W. C. McGrew, whose salesman is U. J. 
Sheets. 'Weaver's store room, corner of High and Walnut, 
was built by George McNeely, and among its occupant­
merchants have been George Kramer, Leeroy Kramer 
(1850), A. Haymond & Co. (1850-51), Haymond & Pick­
enpaugh (1851-53), A. Haymond, Rogers & Fogle,-­
Hughes, A. J: Clark (clothing), T. J. Meeks & Co. t1874), 
Ray Willey (grocery), and by Laishley Weaver since 1881 
(grocery). A. E. Lazier's room, on lot No. 26, ,corner of 
High Street and Court Alley, was built by George D. Evans, 
about 1845. McLane's Liver Pills were manufactured 
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here. In 1869, E. C. Lazier opened as a merchant, followed 
by E. C. Lazier & Co., E. C. Lazier (1873), and A. E. Lazier 
since 1880; salesman, Ira Gregg. H. F. Rice's room has 
been us-ed as a grocery by R. & N. Berkshire, Lewis Hayes, 
Carraco, George Hayes (1869), Basnett, James Low, 
Debolt & l\Iackey, Shean & Rice (1877), and H. F. Rice 
(1883). The Wallace store room, on lot 81, was built by 
J. Hanway, and occupied by Carr, Smith & C~., Can', Han­
way & C? (1853-57), Callen dine & Nye (1857), Carr, Han­
way, Nye & Co. (1860), Hanway & Lorentz (1865), W. C. 
McGrew (1870-74), Lazier, Finnell & Co. (1879), and by E. 
J. Rinehart since 1882; salesman, Richard ~ayes. 

The Morris building, corner. of High and Walnut, on lot 
No. 80, was built and occupied ~y Martin Callendine, suc­
ceeded bj Rogers & Fogle, A. L. Nye & Co. (1861-2), J ona­
than Stahl, Nye & Chadwick (1869-71), Hall & Basnett, and 
groceries by Ray Willey, L. Weaver (1879-81), and A. L. 
Wright & Co. since 1882. The Dering building, corner of 
High and Walnut, on lot No. 37, and now owned by Carraco, 
was used by Derings for a hotel and store. Cal'raco, since 
1873, has used one of the rooms as a grocery, and the other 
room, used by Derings for a store ,room until 1856, is now 
occupied by D. H. Chadwick_& Co. The DUIT building was 
built by J. K. Durr, on lot No. 38, and the frame part has 
been occupied for mercantile purposes. Hirshman's room 
was used by Dr. John, for a store, by H. F. Rice and G. 
W . McVicker, for groceries, by J. M. Wood as a store and 
by S. D. Hirshman as a clothing store since 1879. Reed's 
room was used by J. J. Fitch as a book and drug store, who 
sold to J. M. Reed, the present occupant, in 1881, 'who pl'e­
vions to that time was with Dr. H. B. Lazier. Pickenpaugh's 
building, corner Walnut Street and Long Alley, was built 
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by Frank Demain and opened as a store by Thornton Pick­
enpaugh, in 1874. His salesmen are: A. L. Nye, J. S. 
Swindler, George C. Steele and Clark McVicker. Judge 
Dille's building, on the same lot, has been used for a gro­
cery by John Good, and at present by Barringer & Shaw. 
Hayes' jewelry and grocery store, corner Walnut Street and 
Long Alley, on lot No. 25, was built by Frank Demain, and 
used for a grocery by him and L. S. Hayes and J. S. Picken­
paugh. In 1870, it was occupied by George C. Hayes & Co., 
jewelry, notions and groceries; clerk, H. A. Christy. 

The follo~ing merchants and firms have been here besides 
the ones above given: 

William Lazier & Co.............1849 f D. C. & J. Chadwick .......1842-48 

Fleming & Guseman............1849 : Chadwick & Brother....... 184'3-.51 

Lazier, UcLane & Co............1849 D. H. Chadwick & Co ...... 18.)1-53 

E. C. Lazier .........................1850 D. H. Chadwick .............1853-56

'V. A. Guseman & Co ............1850 Chadwick & Nephew....... 1856-73 

J. A. Rogers .........................1866 'Villiam Lazier................1858-G2

'V. Basnett & Son ................1869 Chadwick & Son............. 1873-78 

Bowman & Basnett...............1871 D. Chadwick & Co..........1878-84 


Grocel'ies.-Susan Chalfant, 1842; Frank Demain, John 
K. Shean, Shean & Rice, James Shay and ,Villi am Durbin, 
1852; F. L. Hix, Henry Reed, 1865; Robert POl\·ell, 1869. 
H. H. Hayes was on Walnut Street from 1866-7, on Court 
House Square from 1867 to 1872, o.ncl from that time in his 
present esta.blishment. G. W. McVicker was in the grocery 

business from 1868 to 1871. 
About i848 01' 49, Thomas Purinton kept a book store. 

Since then, among the book and drug stores have been: 
John E. Fleming, H. N. Carr & Co., E. W. Tower, Fitch & 
Chalfant, Carr, Hanway & Co., Reuben Finnell, F. M. Chal­
fant, H. B. Lazier, J. J. Fitch and J. l\L Reed. Dr. Henry 
B. Lazier's book and drug store is on Court House Square, 
and has been occupied by him since 1866;_ clerk, George 

Morgan. 

http:184'3-.51
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Clothing stores: D. H. Stine, 1854-61, Isaac Hollander, A. J. 
Clark, S. Fl'eudenberger, and S. D. ,Hirshman. 

PHYSICIANS. 

The :first visiting physician seems to have been Dr. Absalom 

Baird, from "\Vashington, Penn., and the :first resident physician 

seems almost beyond doubt to have been Dr. Enos Daugherty, 
who was postmaster in 1803, and is mentioned as a physician in 

1805. 

We have found the following physicians to have been at Mor. 

gantown between 1785 and the present: 

Absalom Baird, 1785 *H. W. Block,1852·82 
- Lord H. N. Mackey, 1852-84 
-Enos Daugherty, 1803·26 A. V. M iller. 1854 
John Nicklill, 1804 L. F. Campbell, 1855 
Daniel Marchant B. C. Brooke 
Thomas Hersey, 1810·12 M. L. Casselberrv. 2855-84 
-- WElllR G. M. Dorpey, 1856 
.Charles McLane, 1823·78 W. H. Ravenscraft. ]857-58
*B. R. C. 0'Kellev, 1824·48 E. H. Coombs, 1859·84 
Tbomas TJ!\idley • Samuel Kelley, 1859·65 

Daniel Gettings F. H. Yost, 1863·65 

Colostian Billingsley P. D. Yost, 1864·5 

Tbomas Brooke E. E. Cobun, 1865-6 

*Caleb Dorsey, 1833-55 JameR Way, 

S. T. Taylor L. fl. Brock, 187Q-84 
Josepb A. McLane, 18U·S1 *G. W. John, 1871-83 
Isaac Scott Thomas H. Price, 1876-81 
Watson Carr, 1849 F. G. Howell, 1877-79 
·Jo~epbEidson,1849 R. E. Brock, 18i9-80 
A. J. Bowman, 1849 W. C. Kelley. 1882·84 

.M. Y. \VHley, 1849 J. J. Hall, 1882-&1 

Thomas nunn James P. Fitch, 1882-84 

J. Slgsworth Guyer, 18.30·51 Dorsey P. Fitch, 1882-84 . 
John Lacey 

Dr. O'Kelley was educated in and came from Ireland. Dr. F. 

H. Yost came from Fairview, Marion County, where he died in 

1872. P. D. Yost, his nephew, is a lecturer in the American Med­

ical College, St. Louis. Dr. Samuel Kelley died at Grafton, a sur.. 
geon in the army. 

JOSEPH A. McLANE, M.D., read medicine with his father, attend· 

ed Jefferson and graduated at the Pennsylvania ~Iedical College 

at Philadelpbia, in 1841, since which year he has practiced in Mor· 

gantown . 

.. Died at Morgantown. 
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DR. HORATIO N. MAcKEY read medicine with Dr. Smith Fuller, 
'""t­

of Uniontown, Penn.; attended Jefferson College in 1852, and 

came to Morgantown; was 1st Lieutenant and Surgeon in the 

First West Virginia Cavalry in 1861-2; graduated at Rush lIedi.. 

cal College, Chicago, in 1872, and at Bellvue :rtledical College, 

New York, in 1879-80. 

DR. MELVILLE L. CASSELBERRY, a graduate of a medical college, 

came from Pennsylvania, where he practiced, and associated him.. 
seH with Dr. A. C. Miller; he became a partner of the present 

firm of Casselberry and Coombs in 1871. 

DR. ELISHA H. COOMBS was born in Maryland, attended the 

Homeopathic College of Pennsylvania in 1857, and graduated in 

1860; came to Morgantown in 1859, and became a partner of Dr. 

Casselberry's in 1871. 

DR. LUTHER S. BROCK read medicine with his brother, L. S. 

:Brock; graduated at Jefferson Medical College, 1874; practiced 

at Arnettsville, 1868-70, and at Morgantown since 1870. 

DR. W. C. KELLEY, Bon of Dr. Samuel Kelley, was born in West.. 

moreland County, Penn.; read medicine with Dr. T. H. Price; 

graduated at the University of New York in 1882, since which 

time he has practiced in Morgantown. 

DR. JESSE J. 1Lu.r. read medicine with Dr. John D. Hall, of 

Kingwood; graduated at t.he College of Physicians and Surgeons 

at Baltimore, in 1882, and began practicing with Dr. l\'Iackey in 1882. 

DR. JAMES P. FITCH read medicine with Dr. H. N. Mackey; 

graduated at Bellvue Hospital College in 1881, was with Dr. 
Mackey in 1879-80, and opened his present office in 1881. 

DR. DORSEY P. FITCH read medicine with Brock Bros.; attended 

lectures at Jefferson College in 1879-80, holds a certificate from 

the State Board. and has been with Dr. L. S. Brock since 1880. 

Medical Student8.-Spencer S. Wade, attending Jefferson 

College, and J. H. Lawhead and D. H. Courtney reading 

medicine. 
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HOTELS. 

In 1783, Zackwell Morgan was returned on an assessor's list for 

that year as having license to keep an ordinary (the name for a 
tavern). From 1783 to 1796, we have nothing to show who ad­

ministered to the hunget· and thirst of the public. In 1!796, 

William Tingle received license to keep an ordinary in Morgans­

Town. He kept till 1799. Hugh McNeely kept from 1897 to 

1801. Alexander McIntyre, 1797 to i 799; Thomas Chipps, 1798; 

Jacob Pindall, 1799 to 1802, succeeding 1t'IcIntyre; Samuel Swear­

ingen, 1800 to 1802, succeeding William Tingle. In 1802, Bar­

tholomew Clark and George R. Tingle kept ordinaries. 

On the site of the" Commercial" stood the old "National," 

built lD 1798, by Isaac Rite Williams (who came from Eastern 

Virginia, and returned and died there in 1828). It was a large 

frame, and the county court once viewed it while building with an 

intention to purchase it for a court house. It is said Hugh 

:McNeely and Elihu Horton kept tavern in it. Nimrod Evans 

bought it in 1807, and lived in it until he died. John Addison 

opened a tavern in it, and named it the" Old Dominion," and was 

succeeded by Jesse Holland in 1844, A.dam Myers in 1846, and 

Addison S. Vance in 1847, who calJ.ed it the" National." In 1851, 

John Wallace succeeded him and kept till 1867.. George C. 

Hayes kept in 1869, J. P. and F. H. St. Clair in 1870-73, and 
Benjamin Ryan in 1874. J. Keener DUlT bought the building, 

tore it down and erected the "Commercial," ~hich he opened 

l\Iro·ch 9, 1878. He rented it to Dr. G. W. John in 1879, and re­

sumed possession if! 1880. Henry Dering kept in a log building 

on the site of Carraco's, which burned in 1796; then he built the 

present building and kept until his death in 1807. He was suc­

ceeded by hi,S widow, Rebecca Dering, until her death in 1846. 

John DelTing kept a short time, and the house was closed upon 

F. A. Dering coming into possession. 

Capt. Willium N. Jarrett was keeping a tavern in 1805, in a 
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frame building on the site of the Wallace House (lot No. 71). 

After his death in 1828,' the house was kept by his widow, Mary 

Jarrett, • until her death in 1849. John Hanway bought the prop­
erty, tore down the house and erected the present brick building, 
which was bought in 1866, by John Wallace, whose son James C. 
Wallace opened the present "Wallace House" in 1871. The 
Franklin House was built by Fauquier McRa, and in 1797, we find 
record of his keeping in it for mal!y years. Francis Billingsley 
bought it and lived in it. Alex. Hayes bought the property in 
1841, and kept tavern in it until 1853. -- Finnell next suc­
ceeded, and kept from 1855 until 1876, when James Hopkins, a. 
native of Eastern Virginia, came from Southern West Virginia 
and purchased the property and opened the present "Franklin 
House," which was so named by Alex. Hayes. The St. Clair House, 
on lot No. 23, was built by Nicholas B. l\Iadera. It was opened 
and kept by J. W. Saer. He was succeeded by David F. Camp­
bell, John J. Pierpont, John Devore, Samuel Darnell, N. N. Hoff­
man '(1866--69), and Stephen Snyder in 1869, when it was 
known as the" Virginia House." In 1873, F. H. St. Clair opened 
the present" St. Clair House." Susan Chalfant kept, in 1842, 

where ~1'rR. Kelley lives on Front Street, and about 1852, Thomas 
Evans kept where John H. Hoffman's residence stands. Isaac 
Cooper kept where Chancery Row is, on Court AIley, in a frame. 
He called his house the" Cross Keys." In 1840, John Addison 
kept where George C. Sturgiss lives. John kept once close to N. 
N. Hoffman's. lIichael Kerns, J r., k~pt next to Isaac Franks', on 
Front Street, about 1833, and was succeeded by Enos D. Morgan 
about 1836, Charles Wolverton and William N. Jarrett, when the 
house burnt. 

• From a day book or Captain Jarrett, now in possession or John H. Smith, we nnll 
that trom 1805 to 1810, in Morgantown they sold whiskey, bounce, wino bitters, peach 
and apple brandy, at 25 cents a plnt, while gin and French brandy brought 50 cents; 
porter was worth 58~ cents a bottle; a bowl ot punch or a glass or toddy was haIr a. 
dollar. Entries are made ot whiskey lost at whist, on root races, on bets, etc. The 
fOllOwing quaint entry appears on one page: "---, Dr. 1 gaUon bottle broke 
In the bar, so the wUe saYB, 4-6." 
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MORGANTOWN SUSPENSION BRIDGE. 

This splendid structure, 610 feet in length, spans the river be. 
tween the foot of Pleasant Street and West Morgantown. The 
Morgantown Bridge Company was incorporated March 11, 1850,* 
with a capital of $18,000. On March 5, 1851, this was in .. 
creased to $28,000. The ,company met and organized July 
5, 1851. The State took three-fifths or 672 shares of the stock, 
and individuals 448 shares. Each share was $25. At a meeting 
held on 1¥Iay 2, 1853, the contract for buildmg the bridge was 
awarded to Morgan Kelley and William Kennett, of Fairmont. 
E. W. Tower was appointed superintendent. On February 28, 
1854, the State subscribed $8,000 worth of additional Stock, which 
was to be six per cent prefelTed stock of the total stock, now 
$36,000 in amount. Money in addition to this was borrowed, and 
on the 16th of December, 1854, the bridge was finished, at a cost 
of $43,000, which included $2,600 paid to Mercer for his ferry 
franchise and land on the west side. The cost of repairs on the 
bridge from 1854 to 1880, was $24,000. On Decembel' 15, 1881, 
the company contracted with J. W. Shipman, of Buffalo, New 
York, for repairs which cost $12,000, and, in addition to this, put 
34,000 more in re~nirs upon the bridge. The total cost of the 
bridge building and repairing is but little short of $90,000. The 
first board of' directors were: E. C. Wilson, W. T. Willey and 
James Davis, and John Rogers, Nicholas Pickenpaugh and Guy 
R. C. Allen appointed by the State. The present board is: 
George C. Sturgiss, A. W. Lorentz, J. 1\L Hagn.ns, L. S. Hough, 
S. G. Chadwick and W. C. ~IcGrew. The presidents have been: 
E. C. Wilson, E. W. Tower, D. H. Chadwick and George C. 
Sturgiss. The first toll collector was M. L. Chalfant; the present 
one is Charles Chalfant. Samuel Sears was for many years toll 
collector. 

• This date, and the amount ot cost, t43,000, dUfers from the date, March 5th, and 
~,ooo cost, given on page 133 ot this work, which were taken from a newspaper 
account publlshed In 1854. 'rhe bridge companr'a record Is n8 above given. 
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MORGA..~TOWN GYMNASIUM. 

The Gymnasium was organized in 1859, and met over T. Pick­
enpaugh's store room; lasted about two years. It had a member­
ship of' about thirty, among whom were the Hon. J. M. Hagans, 
1tIaj. Lowrie ?tIcGee, J. M. Heck and A. C. Pickenpaugh.' it gave 
a couple of creditable public exhibitions. 

MORGANTOWN LECTURE ASSOCIATION. 

This association was formed in December, 1867, and lasted two 
years. The first selies of lectures was delivered in 1868, by Alex. 
Martin, J. M. Purinton, S. G. Stevens, J. W. Sc~t,?eL Patton, 
F. S. Lyon, H. W. Brock, J. R. Weaver, O. W. l\lmer, John A. 
Dille and J. B. Blakeney. The next series was in 1869, of which 
we have obtained no account. 

On September 11, 1883, a meeting was held to organize another 
lecture association. William P. Willey was elected president, T. 
E. Hodges secretary, and J. M. Lee corresponding secretary. 
This association arranged with ~Ielville D. Landon-Eli Perkins­
to open the com-se on October 24, 1883. 

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS. 

In order of age the Methodists seem to have been first at Mor­
gantown. As e11rly as 1785, they had preaching. In an early day 
Michael Kerns built a small church for all denominations. The 
next church built, and the first ?tlethodist Church (as recollected 
by the oldest citizens), stood in the oldJM. E. grave-yard, It was a. 

frame church. 
In 1819, Joseph A.. Shackelford, Rawley Evans, John Stealey, 

Henry Lazier, Elias Bruin, Ni~holas B. Madem and William 
Berkshire were trustees of the church, and bought lot No. 27, 
upon which a bric~ church was erected. It burned in 1849, and 
on its site the present large and commodious brick church was 
erected. It is 48x72, and was dedicated by Bishop J mes, October 
1, 1850. Estimated cost, $7,000. No records of the church can 
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be found back of 1837. In that year, Hugh Austin, J. W. 
Tucker, Lydia A. Mathers, Nancy 'Vatts, Nancy Durbin, Agnes 
Durbin, Drusilla Morgan, Elizabeth Griffith and Susanna Kern 
were received as members. In 1847, large accessions w'ere made 
to the church, and, in 1868-9, an extensive revival occurred. The 
parsonage is situated on Spruce Street. The board of stewards 

are, John J. Brown (recording steward), 'Villiam Wagner, George 
C. Sturgiss, D. C. Hoffman, D. G. Chadwick, A. W. Lorentz, E. 
Shisler, Cephas Jacobs and S. P. Huston. 

Morgantown is in the Morgantown District, which is one of 
the nine districts into which the State is divided. The following 
aloe the presiding elders of this district since 1847: 

PRESIDING ELDERS-~IORGANTOWN DISTRICT. 

1846-78. Simon Elliott 1859·62. Jas. Drummond 1874-77. Ssm'l Steele 
1848-51. W. D. Lemon 1862-66. G. W. Arnold 1877·81. J.W.W.Bolton 
1848-55. H. Z. Adams 1866-70. J. B. Blakeney 1881-84.:Q. H. K. Dix 
1855-59. Gideon Martin 1t:!70-74. J. W., Webb 

The elders from 1787 to 1813 are, given on page 445, but from 
1813 to 1847 no list could be:Secured. The ministers from 1787to 
1833, whe~ Morgantown became a station, are given on page 443. 

Since 1833, the following have been the ministers: 

MINISTERS-l\IORGANTOWN STATION. 

1833. Jas. Drummond 1649-51. J. S. Patterson 1868, Oct. E. T. PUrher 
1834. --Mills 1851-a.S.G.Worthington 1868-70. E. T. Pitcher 
1835-37. Wm. Holmes 1853-55. Wm. Hunter 1870-73. W.M.Mullenix 
1837. H. Gilmore 1855-57. T. H. Monroe 1873-76. E. W. Ryan 
1841. W. D. Lemon 1857-59. Jas.Drummond 1876. J. R. Thompson 
1843-44. J. R. ~oil 1850-61. G. Martin 1877. W. R. White 
1844-4.6. Edw'd Burkett1861-63. J. B. Blakeney 1877-78. Samuel Steele 
1846-47. S. B. Dunlap 1863-64. D.T.Daugherty 1878-81. W.C.Snodgrass 
1847-48. I. McClaskey 1864-~7. BeDj:Is~n 1881-83. T. B. Hugbes 
1848-49. J. D. CranlElr 1867-68. J. D. Onins 

Thomas B. Hughes was born in 1836, in Fayette County, Va. 
(now W. Va.) His father was a relative of Jesse and Elias 
Hughes. The Rev. T. B. Hughes is closing his twenty-sixth year 
in the ministry-a portion of which time was spent in Wheeling. 

In 1876, he was presiding elder of the Buckhannon District. 
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The :Methodist Episcopal Sunday-school was organized May 17, 
1837, and the following have been the supelintendents : 

:M. E. SUNDAY-3CHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS. 

1837-47. W. T. Willey ]858. Ed. O. Bunker 1870. Adam W. Lorentz 
1847·51. Wm. Wagner 1859·61. Wm. Lazier 1871-74. G. M. Hagans 
1851-54. Wm. Lazier 1862. Thos. Daugherty 1875·78. Geo. C. SturgisB 
1854. Geo. ~{. Hagans 1863. William Wngner 1878. William Wagner 
1855. Wi1liam Wagner 1864-7. WID. Lazier 1879-82. Geo. C. Sturgiss 
1856. 'Villiam Lazier 1867. John J. Brown 1882·84. Ed. Shisler 
1857. Henry Dering 1868-70. G. O. Sturgiss 

The school numbers 175 scholars. The infant department is 
under D. C. Hoffman and Miss Hattie J. Hagans. The treasurer 
is William Wagner; librarian, Samuel PickeI:paugb; secretary, 
U. J. Sheets. 

Presbyterian Oliurch.-There was Presbyterian preaching !n 
1788, and the church was organized in 1790 (see page 446). In 
1819, the members of this church, in connection with the members 
of the Protestant Episcopal denomination. began to build a church. 
'Vhen the walls were up and the roof OD, they becrune discour· 
aged. The women took up the enterprise and work6d up wool 
and flax into, cloth, and from its sale realized a thousand dollars, 
which, with a gift of $100 from a kind friend in the east, was suffi.. 
cient to finish the church. Mrs. Phebe Hayes (then lEss Phebe 
Davis), who is still living, was one of the liiitle band that worked 
and wove this cloth. 

The trustees appointed (by common consent) to erect this 
church in 1819, on '"Sepulchre lot," were Thomas Wilson, John 
Stealey, Samuel Hanway, Nimrod Evans, Augustus Weringer, 
John Rogers, Mathew Gay, Michael Kern, Jr., and Ralph Berk· 
shire. They received $1,863.93 subscriptions,8s shown on the 
trustees' book now in posession of Thomas Rogers. Esther 
M~Cleery gave "in behalf of the Female Society" $150; Rebecca 
Dering gave $25; Gasper Orth, two stoves, and Andrew Oliphant, 
of Pennsylvania, "840 in iron for erecting pulpit. " On the 29th 
of March, 1822, the church, 45x55, was completed, and the pews 

http:1,863.93
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,were sold from $4 to $10 each per year. The first members are 
unknown. In 1819, Lucy Hite, Eliza McNeely and Mary Conner 
were examined, and J onatban Prentice was a member. In 1820, 
Mrs. Fanny Cox was received; in 1822, Margaret Gay, Jennett 
Ray and Sarah Hanway; in 1827, Moses Cox; in 1829, Ann E. 
Prentice (now Parsons, of Kingwood), Elizabeth Robinson and 
Jane J. Martin. In 1867, the Presbyterians commenced their pres­
ent fine church edifice, which was dedicated November 8, 1868. 
Its estimated cost was $l~,~OO. The membership at the present 
time is sixty-eight, and the following are the ministers and Elders: 

r.IINISTERS IN CHARGE. 

178S-9-Joseph Patterson'" 1832-S-James McDougal 
1790-I-Robert Finley IS37-55-James Davis 
1804-6-James Adams'" 1855-65-Henry N. Biggs 
IS16-Jacob Greent 1865-68-'V. A. Hooper 
1817-27-Ashbel Fairchild'" 1868-John Creath'" 
1830-31-Joel Stoneroad'" 1869-71-Robert'Vhite 
1831-Rezin Brown'" 1871-78-A. A. Jimeson 
1832-Thomas Martin'" 1878-83-J. R. Dickey 

1883-S. L. Finney'" 

RULING ELDERS. 

1790. 1834. 1860. 
William Robe George D. Hill Jesse Dun~u 
Robert Hill 1837. --Byrne 
Absalom Little Edgar C. Wilson - ­ Smith 

1804. 1842. 1868. 
Wm. 'McCleery Robert Robe, Jr .lohn Hare 
Josiah Roba 1845. Wm. K. Fear 
Robert Knox James Caldwell S. G. Stevens 
Robert Robe, Sr James McGlaughlin 1870. 

1822. 1848. Isaac J. Newkirk 
Gasper Orth Edwin W. Tower 1872. 
James Robi&on John McFarland John A. Dille 
E. M. Wilson Aaron Baird 1878. 

1832. James S. Stewart. 
Samuel Brand 1858. J. E. Brand 

1833. I ..eeroy Kramer 1881. 
Moses Cox Jaseph Sandusky Joseph Reiner 

Deacons: 1878, A.. L. Nye and H. B. Lazier. 
• These mtnlste1'8 BerTed as stated suppUes. 
t Jacob Green was a. Dl1!J81onary and Dr. Falrchlld was pastor installed tor the last 

nTe years. 
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The Presbyterian Sunday.school was organized in 1837, but no 

records are to be found. Among the superintendents have been 

E. W. Tower, W. A. Hanway, A. A. Jimeson, John A. Dille, J. S. 
Stewart and J. McM. Lee (1883). Librarian, A. L: Nye; treas­
urer and secretary, Walter Hough. There are about sixty.five 

scholars, and the average attendance for years has~been remark­
ably good. 

Morgantown" Protestant Episcopal (}hurclt.-~Iembers of this 

church were il! Morgantown before 1819. In that year, John 
Rodgers and other members united with the Ploesbyterians in 
building the church that stood on the site of the present Presby­

terian Church. l\iorgantown was embraced in Guy Allen Parish 
in 1860, and on February 12, 1876, became a part of Trinity 

Palish (see page 447). Services of the church are held in the old 

Monongalia Academy. In 1860, the Rev:H. S. Kepler was Rec­
tor, and from 1876-84, the Rev. George A. Gibbon. 

The following vestrymen were elected in 1876: Thomas Rog­

el'S, Robert C. Berkeley, D. R. Rogers, Augustus Haymond, John 
I. Harvey, and C. N. Hayes. 

Morganto'w1t Methodist 1~rote8tant Oltw·ch.-This church was 

organized in the spring of 1830, by Revs. Cornelius Springer and 
W. N. Marshall. The organizing members were the Rev. Joseph 
A. Shackelford and Nancy, his wife; Rev. Asb, Pool· and Chlis­
tina, his wife; William Lazzell and wife, and l\Irs. Sarah l\iiller. 

In 1841-2, a brick church, 35x50, costing $2,500; was erected on 
Long Alley, which burned down in 1874. The present handsome 

brick church on Walnut Street, rapidly np.o.ring completion, was be­
gun in 1879. It is 36x56; estimated cost, $4,000. Of the sixty.five 

members belonging in 1842-3, only the following are known to be 
living: George 1\1. Reay, Peter Davis, A.nne Pool, Rebecca Hurry, 

Caroline Stewart, J eptha Tucker, Elizabeth O'Kelley, Eliz­

• Rev. Asby Pool, born In Hampshire County, 1787, was an Itinerant lI. E. minister 
In 1810; joined M. P. Church, 1830; died, 1867. lIe had three sons who were minIsters : 
W. L, ot the M. P. Church; George A., whO d1ed a. Presbyterian minister, and John, n. 
Bapt18t minister. 

88 
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abeth A. Watts, Elisha Swisher, Julia A. Rice, Bexy Gray, 
Elizabeth Cox, Alcinda Shay, Mary J. Cox, Henrietta. 
Kines, Evaline Howell, Hannah Reynolds, Jane Ricketts, 
Elizabeth Reay and Greenbury A. Compton. The present 
membership is stated to be seventy. The present trustees 
are: George 1\£. Reay, H. D. 1\IcGeorge, James Wallace, E. 
C. Bright, George Hall, James Wright and J. L. Robe. 
Stewards: George l\£. Reay and W. C. Kelly. • 

The 1\Iorgantown church in 1842, was a part. of the l\tlor­
guntown circuit, which embraced the followed organiza­
tions: 
Xcune. 110. Jlembe)·s. Kame. Ko~ Membe)·s. 
New Frame (Penn.)..............110 Henry Clay (Furnace)............ 35 

"\Voodgrove............................ 30 Ore Banks.............................. 30 

Pierpont's............................... 90 Ochiltrees (Preston)......... ...... 15 

Rock Forge........................... 70 Smithfield (Penn.)............. '" 16 

Zion...... .................. ............... 75\ Stewarttown.......................... 30 

nIorganto'vn................. , ........ 50 Burgess's..... ....... ...... ............. 25 

FrUIn's .................................... 11 


There is no record to be found of the M: p, ministers 
serving at 1\Iorgantown. The following list is furnished by 
George M. Reay, from recollection: 

METHODIST PROTESTANT MINISTERS. 

1829. 'Vm. Marshall 1836. Wm. Dunlap 1861. Samuel Young 
1830. John Lucas 1840-42. Samuel Clawson- Wm. Wragg 

Wm. Dunlavy Jacob Bisher 1864-65. Daniel Davis 
]831. 'Vm. Collins, 1844-46. Noble GiJIespie -- ~Iartin Stewart 
1832. Israel Throp 1847. Saml R. Porter - Eli Westfall 

Daniel Kinney 1849. P. T. Laishley - Gao. G. Westfall 
1833. Jf,lDes Piper 1851. f:)imeon Laishley - H. G, West 

WID. Menhall 1852. Henry Layton -- -- Simpson 
1834. James Hopwood 1854-56. Robert ~ntton 1876·77. ,John Cowan 
1835. Zachariah Regan 1857. P. T. Laishley 1878·81. A. T. Crolle 
1836. Jas. Palfreyman 1859-60. D. B. Dorsey 1882-83. D. G, Helmick 

The present minister is the, Rev. Daniel G. Helmick, born 
in Lewis County. He has been in the ministry about thir­
teen years, and came to Morgantown in 1882. 

The ~I. P. Sunday-school was running in 1849. Its 
superintendent was Jesse Bell. Among his successors were: 
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George M. Reay, William Durbin, Levi Hennen and F. M. 
Durbin. In tlie new building: Samuel Morris, E. C. Allen­
der and E. C. Protzman (1883). John. M. Davis is the 
present se~retary, and the school numbers about sixty. 

Morgantown Baptist Ohurch.-On the 1st day of Feb­
ruary, 1842, the Revs. John Thomas, J. W. B. Tisdale, 
William Wood and A. J. Garrett organized the 1\Iorgantown 
13aptist Church, with the following twenty-two members: 

Jacob H. Shaffer Mary A. Shuff Mathias Tilton 
Ann Shaffer Mary Evans Elizabeth Tilton 
Jane Chadwick Elizabeth John Martin Callendine 
Gideon Way Malinda St. Clair Anna Callendine 
Jane'Vay Abigail Houston MaryA. Way 
John Murphy William Haney 'Vilson Crowl 
John Joseph Martha Evans Anne Crowl 
Sarah Joseph 

The church stands on lot No. 101, and was finished and 
dedicated October 18, 1846. The following pastors have 
served the church: 
1842-48. A. J. Garrett 1864-67.A.B.Pendleton 1874. F. E. Bowers 
1848-54. Wm. Wood 1867-69. J.M.Purinton 1877-80. J. C. Jordon 
1854-57. G.F.C. Conn 1871. J. B. Solomon 1881-83. G. B. Foster 
1857. Simeon Siegfried LeeRoy Stephens O. M. Miller 
1858-61. G.F.C. Conn 1873. --Simpson 1883. G. B. Foster 
1861-64. G.W. Hertzog , 

We find mention of the following deacons: Gideon Way, 
Martin Callendine, Jacob H. Shafer, 1842; James T. Hess, 
1856; S. Roderick, A. Yeager, J. P. Shafer, W. A. Robin­
son and F. R. Sinclair, 1866. The Rev. Edward Price 
became a member of this church by letter in 1845, and was 
afterward ordained a minister of the Gospel. 

The Baptist Sabbath-school was organized July 1st 1853. 
8UPERlNTl!;NDENTS. 

1853. Rev. S. Siegfried 1870. D. B. Purinton 1879. W. I. Protzman 
1857. M. Callendine 1871. J. P. Shafer 1880·84 W. I. Protzman 
1865. J I P. Sbafer 

It now numbers about seventy-five scholars. 
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A. M. E. Oll,urcll,.-An old log house fltood on Long 
Alley, where the colored people worshiped. It was torn 
down, and the present church there was erected under the 
Rev. Tittle, of Fairmont. Some trouble arose, and Tittle 
and a part of the congregation left and erected the church 
on Hoffman's Addition, over which the Rev. David Lewis, 
of Waynesburg, Penn., now has charge. It has about 
forty members, while the church on Long Alley has no 
pastor, and its membership is said to be about fifteen. 

SCHOOLS. 

We know not the first schoolmaster in Morgantown. 
Monongalia Academy partly supplied the place of private 
subscription schools. 

On February 24, 1868, the Legislature passed an act crea­
ting the Morgantown school district. Its boundaries were: 

"Beginning at the mouth of Falling run/and ,up said run with 
Its meanderings to the northeastern line of the lands of the Kiger 
heirs; thence with sai~ line to the old road; thence across the hill 
to and including the house now occupied by B., H. Sear i thence 
in a straight line to the Decker's Creek bridge, near the old paper 
mill; thence to and including the Guseman property on the King­
wood Pike; thence to the Morgantown and Beverly road, including 
the property now owned by L. H. Jenkens; thence with said road 
to and including the county poor-house; thenoe to the Mononga­
hela River, and down the same to the southern line of the property 
of Joseph Kinkaid, on the west side of the river; thence with said 
line to its western terminus; thence in a straight line to the first 
mile-post on the Fairmont pike; thence down an old road to the 
river, and up the same to the place of beginning." 

Steps were taken to build a large school building, but it 
was abandoned and the old Monongalia. Academy was 
bought. In 1870, a school was established for the colored 
pupils, which is conducted in one of the A. M. E. churcJ!es. 
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In 1882, the State appropriation to the district was $431.­
54 ; levy on real and personal estate was $2,465.20 for 
teachers, and $1,071.85 for building fund. The 'following is 
the enumeration of the district in 1883 : 

-
'Vhites-Males 145...............Females 165...............Total 310. 

Colored-" 27.. ............. " 28........ ....... " 55. 


Free schoo18* were agitated as early 1848 or 50 in Mor­
gantown. The following are the 

PRINCIPALS OF MORGANTOWN GRADED SCHOOL. 

1868-70. Adamstaggers 1872-78. HenryL. Cox 1881-84. T.E. Hodges 
1870-72. Alex.L.'Vade 1878-81.Benj.S.Morgan 

Teachers for 1883-84: Principal-To E. Hodges; assist­
ant to principal-Miss Ettie' Boyers; Division A.-Miss S. 
R. Coyle j B.-Miss Laura Shisler; C.-Miss Dora'Dorsey ; 
D.-}Iiss Anna Campbell. 

SCHOOL COMMISSIONERS. 

1868-71. 1875-77.' 1879-81. 
D. H. Chadwick,t pres 
ManlifI Hayes,f sec 

Wm. C. McGrew 
L. S.Hough 

John J. Brown 
L.~S. Hough 

Samuel Sears,t treas Samuel Sears D. B. Purinton 
As~bel Fairchild AshbellFairchHd Samuel Sears 
Wm. A. Hanway Henry. S. Hayes Henry B. Lazier 

1871. 1877. 1881-83. 
D. H. Chadwick Henry S. Hayes Wm. S. Cobunt 
L. S.Hough A. W. Lorentz Ashbel, Fairchild 
'Samuel Sears 'Vm. C. McGrew T. Pickenpaugh 
Ashbel Fairchild SamuellSears SamueltHackney 
'A. L. 'Vade Wm. Hoge E. C. Allender 

1872-75. 1878. 1883. 
D. H. Chadwick John J. Brown Henry:n. Lazier 
L. S. Hough L. S. Hough Ashbel Fairchild 
Samuel Sears J. P. Shafer T. Pickenpallgh 
Ashbel Fairchild Samuel'Sears SamuellHackney 
Thomas Rogers 'VIne Hoge E. C. Allender 

• Henry A. WIse, when InMorgantown during the Know NothIng Campaign, stopped 
at the "National" Hotel, and to conversation made use or 'he rollowing language In 
legard to tree schools: "I do 4espise your Peter-Parltfl, slngle-rule-or·three rankee 
e4ucatkm. 'Drtnk deep or the PierIan sprIng or ta~te not at alL'" 

t The llrst commtssloner given atter each year Is president; the next, secretary i 
and the next, treasurer, untn 1881, when the omce or treasurer was dropI>ffl. 

: December 16, 1882, on death or Cobun, FalrchUd was appointed secretary, and 
PlckeDpaugh appointed comm1ss1oner. 

http:1,071.85
http:2,465.20


598 HISTORY OF MONONGALIA COUNTY. 

SUBURBS. 

On the south side of Dec~er's Creek lies South Morgan­
town, or the South Side, generally called "Durbannah." It 
stands on land patented by Michael KerIl in 1772. Edgar 
C. 'Vilson laid it out into fifteen lots as Wilson's Addition, 
with the Kingwood Pike as Bridge Street, and Clay Street, 
45 feet "ide ; Water, 35, Wharf, 40; Wilson, 40, and Ray 
and Oliphant alleys, 12 feet wide. Fairchild, Lawhead &. 
Co. have made ~n addition, consisting of eleven lots, with a. 

street 30 feet wide and an. alley ~O)eet. 

George l\L Reay* built the first house in 1843 (now occu­
pied by Lawhead). F. M. Durbin began building several 
houses, and George Kramer gave it the name" Durbannah." 
In it aloe located the cal'riage factory of Fairchild, Lawhead 
& Co., Reay's foundry, James Blair,'.s blacksmith shop, and 
Demain & Huston's carpenter shop. In 1883, A. M. Kra­
mer, D.D.S., (a son of Dr. P. L. Kramer, of' Greensboro, 
Penn.), located here .. ~ ~he population, in 1880,' was 127. 

OltanceMJ 1Iill is the hill above the South Side, and con­
sists of the private residences of 'the non. W. T. Willey, 
Francis Demain, John J. Brown and Alex. L. Wade. 

G'reenmont consists of private dwellings, and was so 
named by George M. Hagans. It includes the Morgantown, 
Mills, the old Irern's Fort site and the fair ground. It was 
never laid out in regular stree~s, beyond the projection of 
one called Prairie, but never opened. Its population, in 
1883, is ninety. 

West .ilIol'{/antown is on the west side of the river, in 
Grant District, and is on 0. part of the Zackwell Morgan 

• George M. Reay (a son ot John Otho Reay who married ElIzabeth, granddaughter or 
Gen. Nevme, ot Hardy COun\y, who was a brother ot Gen. Nev1lle, ot Pittsburgh) 
came to Morgantown in 1838, and, slnce 1848, has resided in South Morgantown. 



599 MORGANTOWN BOROUGH. 

tract purchased of Isaac Lemasters in 1772. The first 
house was built by Jesse Mercer. The building of the 
bridge helped its growth. The building' ·now occupied by 
rtIrs. Weaver as a hotel has served for a hotel and store. 
As a hotel J esse ~Iercer, Westly Finnell, William Fear and 
Marion Arnett have kept, while William Basnett & Son, and 
others, have kept store there. L. J. Holland (barber) at 
present keeps a public .house. The population, in 1880, 
was fifty-two. 

IIoffman'8 Addition, or North Morgantown, lies bf\tween 
the borough and the University grounds. It was laid out 
by John H. Hoffman. The streets are Front and Hough; 
alleys, Church and Lewis. Its popul~tion, in 1880, was 
ninety-six. 

Nortlt-eastern JJIorgantown lies north-east of North Bounl.. 
clary Street, and has been so fortunate as never yet to 
receive a name. It·has been given the 80briquets of "Sally­
town" and" Quality Hill." Four professors reside in it, 
which might suggest a classical title for this pleasant 
suburb. 

GnOWTH OF THE TOWN. 

Morgantown was established in 1785, yet tradition states 
th:;tt it was laid out in 1783, for ZackwellMorgan, by nIajor 
William Haymond, grQ.ncUather of Augustus Haymond, de­
ceased. In 1796, the deeds were all burned and we can 
give no list of the first lot-holders. From an old paper 
signed by John Evans is given the following list of conyey­
ances from Zackwell Morgan, and Drusilla his wife, from 
December 1, 1785, to October, 178.6, for lots in ~Iorgans­
Town: W. A. Smith, No. 37 and 52; Michael Kern, No. 39 
and 40; John Piel'Pon.i;, Nos. 107, 108, 119, and -; David 
Bradford, No. 28 and 29; Hugh McNeely, No. 89 and 106; 
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Benjamin Jennings, No. 80, 92 and 93; Jacob Pindall, No. 
102; Thomas Laidley* six lots, numbers not given. Wm. 
Jolliffe, Benj. Sutton, GeOl'ge Hollenbaugh, David Hanvay, 
George Jackson, Henry Barnes, Baptist Society and Thomas 
Pindall, each bought one half-acre lot, number not given. 

The growth of the town was slow until the close of the 
Indian wars, in 1791. John Wood Thompson'st recollec­
tions of ~organtown before 1791, were that there were only 
four log houses-one at the mouth of peeker's Creek, one 
close to Isaac Frank's, one opposite the hay scales, and one 
where Dr. l\IcLane lives. His father built the fifth house, 
at the head of Front Street. 

Henry Dering:!: and J~hn Shisler§ were here before 1800, 
and about that year Capt. William N. Jarrett II came. 
Among those who came before the 19th century, was 
Christian Madera.' During the ",Var of 1812, George 
Murphy states that Spruce Street was the drill ground, and 

"Thomas Laidley came from Scotland to New York In 1174, and was Induced by 
Albert Gallatin to come out on the Monongahela Rtver and engage In business. He 
opened the first store at :Morgantown, In 1';'84; represented the county In 1797-8 and 

1800-1. lie removed frOm the county and the Laldleys or Kanawha County are his de. 
scendants. 

t Jghn Wood Thompson was the son ot James and Dorcas Thompson, who came be. 
tore l'lK). Their chlldren were: George, James :M., Francis :M., ':)larla HUggInS, Jane 
Greenland and Harriet Lees, and John Wood 'l'hompson, rather ot CoL F. W. Thompson, 
who married Deborah Vance, a cousin or Gov. Vance, or North Carollna. 

t Henry Dering was born In 1739; came trom Lancaster to Hagerstown, and frOm 
thence to Morgantown In 1787, and opened a hotel whIch he kept unt111807, when be 
died. Hls WidOW, Rebecca, kept then until 1846, when she died. One ot his sons is F. 
A. Dering, tbe postmaster. . 

§ John Shisler married Elizabeth Criss and came to )Iorgantown, frOm Winchester. 
in 1796. He was a wagon maker, and died in 18.)6. Their chlldren were :Marta Rude, 
Mtchael (Cather or Eo Shisler, hardware merchant), Frederick, Catherine Kern, John 
and Edmund. 

I Capt. William N. Jarrett married llary, wldolr or Hugh McNeely. He was boru In 
17i6 and died In 18'~. HIS tombstone bears this tnscrlptlon: "Maryland gaTe hUn 
birth; VIrginia, a grave." . 

'If ChrIstian l\ladera was born 1759; died 1822. He was In the War ot 1812. One or 
hiS sons was Nlcbolas B. )Iadera, who was one ot the owners or tbe M01lOngalia 
Gazette, and was postmaster from 182'l to 1803, and whose son, FranCiS, was post;. 
master trom 1861 to 1864. FranciS )Iadera married JuUa Ann Watts, and their 
daugbter, Mary B., married Col. )1. A. ~lcCallum (ot ChicagO), a son ot GeD. D. C • 
.McCallum. 
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Capt. Zackwell Morgan* was a drill-master. Alt~ough the 
War of 1812 called away a good many men, yet the town 
was growing. At this time Thomas Wilson,t of Morgan­
town, was in Congress. Col. Samuel Hanway, with his 
nephew John Hanway (father of Col. William A. Hanway), 
were now at Morgantown as surveyors. Col. Hanway was a 
Revolutionary officer, and died in 1834, at the age of ninety­
one. He ,tas said to have been a relative of Jonas Han­
way, the man who first carried an umbrella .in . London. 
James Chad'wick came about 1812, from Fayette County, 

_ 

Penn., and engaged ill store-keeping. He was the father of 
D. H. Chadwick, and died-in 1848 

From 1812 to 1830, Morgantown improved rapidly. From 
what is now Preston and Marion and Barbour and Taylor, 
people came to MOlogantown to trade and buy salt, iron, 
goods and groceries. Some time after tho War of 1812, 
William ll.nd Henry Lazier came to Morgantown. William 
Lazier (the father of H. B. Lazier) came from Bedford, 
Penn., to Wheeling and then with E. B. Swearingen to 1\Ior­
gantown. He married Mary A. l\IcClur~; ran Cheat Iron 
Works before 1830; died in 1872. 

From 1825 to 1833, Francis Billingsley and Col. Richard 
Watts,t both living in Morgantown, represented the county. 

• Capt. ZacI..-well lIorgan lett llorgantown July 21', and died August 26, In the 
retreat from Washlngton CIty under Gen. Winder. lIe was actlng moJor or hts regi­
ment. He was a son or CoL ZackWell llorgan, and married Elizabeth :Madera, 
daughter of Chrtstlan Madera.. Their chlldren were: Enos. Do, Zadoc, NlmOOd, llary 
S. (Wlfe of H. D. MeGeOrge), Zackwell and Drusilla.. 

t Thomas Wl1son was born In Eastern Vlrgtnla In 1766; married 1\lary Poage; died, 
1826. Their chlldren were: Eugenlus X, Edgar Campbell (who married an Ollphant). 
Norvllle (an M. Eo mlntster, and father of Btshop A. P. Wilson), Alpheu! P., Agnes P. 
(WIre ot Rev. Homer J. Clark), George Washington (who died a merchant In New 
Orleans), Louisa Ann Lowrie and JulIa, wlte of Rev. Lock. 

:t CoL Richard Watts was born tn Maryland tn 1788; died 1836. Two brothers came 
With hlm-John and Harmon Y. The latter had a son, Harmon Y., lenTlng In 1850, 
and nCTer lleard ot. 
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The building of the Northwestern Turnpike, in 1838, hurt 
Morgantown some before 1840. 

In 1842, ~Iarion County being stricken off, was a loss of 
trade and source of income from those coming from there' 
to attend court. The B. & O. R. R. came next, in 1853, 
and the great trade from the interior was lost to Morgan­
town. Her streets were now to be deserted by the great 
number of wagons that' formerlyIwere daily to be seen. 
The town henceforth was to depend upon the local trade of 
the county, until slackwater or an iron pathway should 
come to give it renewed life and awakened energy. In 1850, 
A. S. Vance* secured a daily mall. 

About 1850, we find some strange advertising of mer­
chants, as "The sign of the Red Post," "two Big Doors," 
"three Big Doors," "Big Window" and" Hole in the Wall." 

/

The establishment of the West Virginia University, in 1867, 
had a beneficial influence on the town. 

IJentists.-Among the earliest resident o~es was J. Lowry 
McGee. In 1861, Geol'ge B. Monis came. He was born 
at W oodgl'ove Furnace in 1832. He is the first dental grad­
uate in the State (1866), and one of only thirteen now in the 
State. He now travels:over 200 ~quare miles of territory 
and visits eight towns. He first made an obdul'utor (or RI'ti­
ficial palate), also a mask for Elias Courtwright, of Marshall 
County. He has followed his profession for twenty-nine 
years. 

l1·adesmen.-Tailors: San(Hord Pickenpaugh, since 1827; 
F. K. O'Kelley, 1862; Charles M. Chalfant; 1863; J'Ohn H. 
Smith, 1852. Boot and shoe makers: John Protzman 
1826; G. L. Samsel; 1851; Jacob Protzman, Nimrod Protz­

• Addison S. Vance was born In 1812, In Frederick County, Virginia; died, April 22. 
1883; came to Morgantown In !S.~, and was the Whig candidate for Congress once. 
After Vance we find Alex. Hayes to be very active In mall matters. 
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man, W. H. Bricker, Uriah Moore, William Watts. Black­
smiths: Dawson & Wells, J. N. Pickenpaugh. Tinners: 
George A. Lees (son of Thomas J. Lees, the poet); I. Scott 
Reed (son of Henry Reed, first coppersmith), 1876, tinner, 
coppersmith, and tin roofing and spouting. Jewelers: H. 
H. Hayes, George C. Hayes, John H. Madera. Millinery 
establishment: l\Irs. McVicker. Saddlers: E. W. S. Der­
ing, William Pride, Henry Cooper. Butchers: Hackney & 
Baker, Hess & Madigan, Fisher & Shean. l\Iarble cutters: 
The first one was -- Foster, about fifty-five years ago; 
present shops-J. E. Watts & Co., Joseph E. Watts, and 
Nelson W. Protzman, since 1867. Photograph gallery: E. 
C. Pl'otzman, 1880. Tanners: Kiger Bros. Bal'bers: L. 
J. Holland, Amos Harris, l\Iatt Harris. Livery: The first 
one was James Protzman's, thirty years ago; present ones 
-Manliff Hayes and Carraco. Sewing l\Iachine Agency: 
William I. Protzman. Oyster saloons: G. W. Debolt, D. 
H. Stine and N. Kiger. 

STATISTICS OF BOROUGn. 

1871 ................................ 

1872............................... 

1873................................. 

1874................................. 

1875............................. 

1876............................... 

1877................................ 

1878.................,.............. 

1879.............................. 

1880................................ 

1881............................ 

1882................................ 

1883............................... 
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S<J 72 ....... 45 46 192 27 1 149 

80 54 ....... 75 42 205 33 4 153 

86 1 45 ....... 55 48 197 I 35 2 158 

82 47 ..••••• 80 44 182 31 ....... 159 

81 46 ....... 67 42 187 35 ....... 161 

83 62 46 45 180 37 1 168 
84 117 3 45 50 173 37 21170 
78 131 26 57 213 50 3 179 
79 86 23 25 49 5591 217 1m. 

103 125 19 76 186 46 3 166 

Oemeteries.-The one where the Presbyterian Church 
stands is the oldest; next, the Methodist; then the Presby­
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terian; then where the Baptist Church stands; and last, 
"Oak Grove Cemetery," beyond the limits of the town. It 
will be described in lIorgan District. 

H. D. McGeorge invented a shingle machine which was 
patented March 3, 1857, No. 16,742; also a hemp brak~, 
patented September)l, 1858, No. 21,513. . 

James Oelbert came from Washington Cf)unty, Penn., in 
1844; was a saeleller; serveel two terms as sheriff, and is 
now acting as a special constable. 

George Kramer came from Greensboro, Penn., in 1836, 
and died in 1848; was a' merchant. Col. Lee Roy Cramer 
is his son. 

Alex. Hayes manied Phebe Davis and came to Morgan­
town in 1841. He' followed the hotel and stage business, 
and died fu. 1866, aged 67. He was born in Kent County, 
Delaware. Their family consisted of Henry S., George C. 
and L. S., jewelers; Manliff, Justice and mail agent; J a.ne 
V. and Louisa, wife of Prof. Stewart. Mrs. Hayes was 
born in 1804, and is still living. 

George Pickenpaugh came from Germany; settled before 
1820, on Scott's run, and his sons, Sandford, Rezin, Nicho­
las (father of Thornton), and John came to Morgantown 
before 1830. 

John Rogers and Martin Callendine were prominent men 
in Morgantown. 

A one-story long frame market-house stood, before 1812, 
on the site of the old jail. 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 


CLINTON DISTRICT.* 


Geographical Boundaries and General Description-Indian Oc­
cupation-Early Settlers-Indian Murders: Miller, 'Voodfin, 
Stone, Booth, etc.-Voting Places-Civil List-Towns: Smith­
town, Clinton Furnace~ Halleck, Uffiington-Post-Offices­
Roads-Oil 'Vells-Noted Places: Pictured Rock, Caves, 
Raven Rocks, Ferrell Rock-Jones' Raid-Church History­
Sunday-Schools-School History-Statistics-Stores-Flouring 
MiIls-Saw-Mills-Blacksmiths-General Notes-Biographical 
Sketches and Notes. 

CLINTON is the first of the seven magisterial districts into 
which Monongalia County was divided in 1852. Soon after 
the organization of West Virginia, in 1863, the county was· 
divided into townships, and this district became Clinton 
Township, being thus named for Clinton Furnace. Ten 
years later, by a change of designation merely, it became 
Clinton District. It lies ill the south-eastern part of the 
county, and is bounded on the north-east by Morgan District, 

• 
on the east by Preston County, from which it is divided by 
Chestnut Ridge; o~ the south by Tayl~r and Marion coun­
ties, and on the west and north-west it is separated from 
Grant District by the Monongahela. River. 

This is, perhaps, the largest ~strict in tho county, and 
contains, according to the assessor's books, 40,059 acres • 

• 
Among the seven districts of the county, it ranks fifth in 
order .of population, having 2,126 inhabitants in 1880-a. 

• This chapter Is written by w. SCott Garner, of Preston County. from information. 
obtained by a canvass ot the district and a search ot the publlc records at Morgantown. 
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gain of 226 since 1870. In point 9£ wealth, it also takes the 
fifth place, with a total valuation of $539,657. 

THe district is drained by the Monongahela and its tlib­
utaries, Cobun',s creek, Booth's creek, Tom's run, Joe's run 
and White Day * creek; and in the southern part by Laurel 
Tun. Good springs are abundant. The surface is generally· 
hilly, with belt~ of levelland along the river and creek bot­
toms. Occasional level tracts occur between the hills, al1d 
on the broad tops of some of them lie considerable stretches 
of undulating surface, well situated for farming and excel­
lent as grazing lands. The soil is very productive when 
well tilled and properly cared for. It is generally a 'clayey 
loam on the hillsides, varying from five to fifteen inches, 
and a sandy loam on the levels, from one to two feet in 
depth. All the cereals grown in our climate do well here, 
but the greater attention is given to wheat, corn and oats. 
Potatoes, other vegetables, and small fruits do well. Cher­
ries, pears and quinces are gI'OWll; and some peaches j but 
apples are the leading fruit, there being -an apple orchard 
on nearly every fann. Of late years, new and better varie­
tiest of this fruit are being introduced. 

Originally, heavy forests covered large portions of the 
district, but the farmer and the lumberman have wrought 
great changes here. For years the very prime of the oak 
has been taken for ship timber, but oak·is still the leading 
"Variety, with fair quantities of chestnut, poplar and hickory, 
and some maple, black walnut, ash, beech, locust, lynn, syc­
amore, buckeye and pine. 

.. ThIs creek 1s sa1d to have been so~amed after an Indian ehIer, Opeklska or WhIte 
Day, who used to camp and hunt on Its borders. 

t Robert C. Austin says that three varieties of apples, of great local popularity, have 
Originated 1n this d1strlct: the" :l\Iorgan Reds," named after the Indian fighters; the 
".Granny Sweets," named for Polly Miller, wife of Thomas l\I1ller; and the" Grubb Cal).. 
in" apple, whIch originated at the log cabIn of an earq settler named Grubb. 
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In early days many deer roamea through the forests of 
,?linton, and bruin made his home among her hills. The 
wolf howled here by day, and the panther screamed by 
night. Wolves were still here in 1825, about which time, 
it is said, the last bear ever killed in the district was shot 
by Samuel Brown. Along with the bears and wolves and 
deer of early times, were catamounts and lesser animals in 
abunC1ance. But year by year the settle's rifle thinned 
their ranks, and his mattock cleared away their haunts. 
To-day, the inhabitants of the wood are foxes, squirrels and 
quail, or pheasants; and there only remains, an occasional 
deer or wild cat to test the marksmanship of a people who 
are fast losing the arts of the trained hunter. 

The track of the wild animal, however, WilS scarcely 
obliterated ere the domestic animal occupied its place. 
Whel'ever man penetrated, accompanied by his faithful dog, 
there was soon found the horse, cow, sheep and hog. These 
animals did, and still do, well here, as the land when cleared 
is finely adapted to grazing and grass-gI'owing. Of late 
years, blooded stock is being introduced in some neighbor­
hoods, especially the finer grades of cattle and sheep. The 
importance of this movement can not be too strongly 
stated, and when once realized by the farmers of Clinton, 
the stock inte1'ests of the district wjlllargely increase. 

INDIAN OCCUPATION. 

For unknown centuries the Indian's ownership of this 
country was undisputed. In that misty labyrinth of years, 
red men hunted among the Clinton hills and fished in these' 
quiet waters. It is not supposed their residence here was 
permanent, but the accumulations of shells and debris 
which marked their camps, indicate a lengthened stay or oft 
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l'epeated visits. The sites of some of these camps, called 
"fort fields," are still pointed out. AmQ~g other places, 
they are found on lands of W. G. Watson, B. H. Griffith, 
Samuel Shuttlesworth, Ann Robe, and on the Weaver farm, 
owned by T. H. Watson's heirs. Near Smithtown, on lands 
of John C. Malone, is an Indian bUI'ying-place,I located 
uncler an overhanging roc~, close White Day creek. A 
number of bones and skeletons have been taken from this 
ancient cemetery, by Dr. I\::ramer .and others. In Septem­
ber, 1882, a large skeleton was unearthed in the district by 
F. M. Fetty and wife. It was in a sitting position, in a. 
l'ock grave, walled up with loose stones. In the summer of 
1883, James A. Faulkner and others found an unusually 
large skeleton .in tlie district. It is said to be that of a. 
man whose stature was not less than seven feet, and who 
evidently belonged to pl'e-historic times. An Indian war­
path-known as the "Eastern Trail "-crossed the district, 
l)assing by Smithtown and Halleck (see page 25-6). 

EARLY SETTLERS. 

It is impossible to state, from the information obtained, 
who were the first settlers in the district. The better tracts 
of land, along the liver and elsewhere, were early taken by 
anventurous pioneers, and settlements sprang up along 
Bo.oth's creek and in other parts of the district. The hardy 
generation whos~ active labor first subdued these wilds, 
however, passed away and left little record of themselves, 
beyond the improyements they made. What has been 
gathered in regard to them, and the time of their coming, is 
stated in the history of the different towns or settlement 
centers, and in the notes which follow. 

Capel Holland came at a very early day, and settled near 
where Goshen Baptist church now stands. His son, Rezin 
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Holland, was born in 1776 and died in 1851. He was the 
father of 1\lrs. H. G. West. It is said he built the first 
wind-mill in the county. 

James and Josiah Wilson, two bachelor brothers, took up 
land here before 1777, and lived and died in the district. 
The Sears family settled here about 1778. 

Jacob Holland, who served four years as a non-commis­
sioned officer in the Revolutionary war, came from Berke­
ley to this county in 1801, and settled near 1\lorgantown. 
Two yeal's later he moved to this district, where he died in 
1838. He raised a family of sev!3n sons and one daughter. 
1Villiam Holland, the sixth child, is the only one of these 
now living.' He w..tS born in 1797, and just sixty years ago 
married Susan Tarleton (born in 1802), who is stillliying. 
They raised a family of four sons and three daughters, uncI 
four adopted children. Mr. Holland remembers being 
chased by a' bear when thirteen years old, and tells some 
very interesting stories in regard to his hunting experience 
in early days. 

John Austin came about 1806, and settled on the farm 
now owned by Jesse Shuttlesworth. Robert and ,Villiam 
Robe settled at an early day between Uffington and Clin­
ton Furnace. About 1817, B. H. Griffith came, with his 
father, from Poplar Spr~ngs, near Baltimore, and sett~ed 
near Uffingtoll. Isaac Reed was among the early settlers. 

Thomas Steele was an early settler and hunter, near Clin­
ton Furnace. He habitually wore a (blue hunting shirt, 
with red fringe. On one occasion he shot a bear on his 
own land which it is said weighed over 400 pounds after 
beillg dressed. 

George Hayes, formerly of this district, but now liying in 
RalTison County, was a soldier in the war with 1\lexico ancI 

39 
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in the last war. "He went out first and came in last." Silas 
Stevens was a soldier in the war of 1812, and died several 
years since. 

Stephen Stansbeny was born in 1803, mal1.ied Sarah 
Sapp in 1826, and raised a family of fifteen children, eleven 
of whom are still living. l\Irs. Stansberry and two of her 
sisters-n.fary Pride and Elizabeth Trippett-had families 
which aggregated forty-five children. 

Henry Dolton, a colored man, who had fougl1t in the 
Reyolutionary war, 'was among the early settlers in this dis­
trict. !Ie raised three sons-;-Bethuel, Levi anel John. His 
Tomains lie buried in the wooc1s a mile from Clinton Fur­
nace, und an oak tree over a foot in diameter grows on his 
grave. 

INDIAN MURDERS. 

In the Inelian raids which occurred during the Revolu­
tionary war, several settlers were murdered by the l'ed war­
l'iors in what is now Clinton District. Among these victims 
of savage hostility were Thomas l\Iiller and John W ooelfin, 
Idlled in the vicinity of Coblln's creek (pages 60-1), and 
Thomas Stone, kill~d near Smithtown (page 62). Captain 
J ames Booth was another victim of savage hatred, and 
although not killed in the district, yet the nearness of the 
tragedy, an(~ the circumstances connected with his death, 
anel that of his co-settlers, seem to, be of sufficient interest 
to excuse the introduction of the following account, taken 
from the Border Warfare: 

HOn the 16th of June [1778J, as Capt. James Booth and Nathaniel 
Cochran, were at work in a field on Booth's creek [in Marion Co.J, 
they were fired at by the Indians. Booth fell, but Cochran, being 
very slightly wounded, took to flight. He was, however, oyertaken 
and carried into captivity to their towns. From thence he was 
taken to Detroit, where he remained some time; and endeavoring to 
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escape from that place, unfortunately took a path which led him 
immediately to the Maumee old towns. Here he was detained 
awhile, and then sent back to Detroit, where he was exchanged, 
and from whence he made his way home, after having had to 
endure much suffering and many hardships. The loss of Booth 
was severely felt by the inhabitants in that settlement. He was 
not only an active and enterprising man, but was endowed with 
superior talents, and a better education than most of those who 
had settled in the country; and on these accounts was very much 
missed. 

"In a few days after this transaction, Benjamin Shinn, 'Ylll. 
Grundy and Benjamin 'Yashburn, returning from a lick on the 
head of Booth's creek, were fired on by the Indians, when near to 
Baxter's run. 'Vashburn and Shinn escaped unhurt, but Grundy 
was killed: he was brother to Felix Grundy, of Tennessee, whose 
father was t1].en residing at Simpson's creek, at a farm afterwards 
owned by Colonel Benjamin 'Vilson, Sr. 

"This party of Indians continued for some days to prowl about 
the neighborhood, seeking opportunities of cOlllmitting murder on 
the inhabitants. James Owens, a youth of sixteen years of age, 
was the only one whom they succeeded in killing after the murder 
of Grundy. Going from Powers' fort on Simpson's creek, to 
Booth's creek, his saddle girth gave away, and while he was down 
mending it, a ball was discharged at him, which killed both him 

and the horse." 

VOTING PLACES. 

From 1852 to 1863, the voting places in Clinton District 
were at Nicholas Osborn's and John Jones's. Previous to 
that, there had been a voting place at Smithtown, called 
Smithfield. From the formation of West Virginia until 
1883, the polls were at Smithtown and Clinton Furnace. In 
the latter year, Clinton Furnace was dropped and voting 
places were established at Halleck and J. B. Bixle1"s, so 
that there are now three in the dishict-Smithtown, Halleck 

and Bixler's. 
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CIVIL LIST. 

Prior to 1852, the territory of the district was not recog­
nized as a distinct part of the county. Isaac Powell, Sr., of 
Smithtown, was a magistrate for several years, about 1808, 
and, it is said, John J eft's was also a magistrate for several 
years. In 1852, commissioners appointed for that purpose 
laid oft'the county into districts, and established this as the 
First ~Iagisterial District, with boundaries as found on 
page 564. 

1852. 
Isaac Powell 
Thomas Meredith 
Isaac Reed 
Capel Holland 

1856. 
Jon. 1\[. Heck 
John Meredith 
Isaac Reed 
Moses Steele 

1860. 
Moses Steele. 

1852. 
Thomas Tm'leton 

1856. 
William 'Vilson 
Samuel Hardin 

1860. 
Samuel Hardin 
Jesse Austin 

1865. 
J. 'V. Phillips 
C. P. Devault 

1864-0. B. Johnson 
1865-Jos. Grubb, Jr. 
1800-0. B ••Tohnson 

1S64-5-T. P. Selby 
1SG6-F. D. Hardman 

JUSTICES. 

Alpheus Holland 
Hamilton G. 'Vefo1t 
'.rhomas Tarleton 

1865. 
Chas. Cornwell 

1867. 
O. B. Johnson. 
Joseph 	Haldeman 

1871. 
S. T. Shuttleworth 
Thomas McBee 

CONS'l'ABLES. 

1866. 
Jesse Austin. 

1867. 
J. M. JDlliffe 
Isaac 	Reed 

1868. 
A. 	J. Frum 

1869. 
O. P. Jolliffe 

1871. 
George Bell 

SUPERVISORS. 

1867-Thos. Tarleton 

1872. 
J. A. Holland 
Moses Steele 

1876. 
John Howell 
'Vm. C. Wilson 

1880. 
John Howell 
Henry Austin 

1\1. H. Steele 
1872. 

Thomas Howell 
J. 'V. Phillips 

1876. 
John R. Steele 
S. FruIll 

1880. 
Robert Robe 
B. F. M. Fletcher 

1869-S. T.Sbuttleworth 
18G8-0liver P. Jolliffe 1870-.1. A. Faulkner 

TOWNSHIP CLERKS. 

1867-8-T. D. Harden 1870-1-H. Stansberry 
1869-L. C. Deals 
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TOlV'N!HIP TREASUUERS. 

1864-E. Hall 186G-7-R. H. Jones 1808-9-J. M. Jolliffe 
1865-T. E. Holland 

OYERSEJ<~RS OF POOR. 

1864-John R. Steele 1867-S.T.SlllIttleworth 18iO-John Howell 
1865-Jon. Stansbetry 18()8-9-John R. Steele' 1871--Capel Hollanrl 
1866-John R. Steele 

INSPECTORS OF J.~LP.CTION. 

1864-L. Selby lo67-A. G.D~va\}lt I8iO-Leonarrl Selby 
L. Howell J~J!_ Trickett J.U.D.Cartright 

1865-IJeonard Selby 1868-L. Selhy 
J. '.rrickett ClIas. Cornwell ISH-Leonard Selby 

1866-~Tricket~ 1869-Ezl'a Ste~'(>118 J. C. Cartright 
J. M. Mason Leonard Sel by

I 

SMITHTOWN. 

This town is situated in the western part of the district, 
in a beautiful little valley on the waters of 'Vhite Day 
creek. It is twelve miles south-west from l\Iorgantown, on 
the lIOl'gantown and Bridgeport Turnpike. 

The first settlement in this ,;cinity, of which there is any 
account, was made in 1772, by Robinson Lucas, and, It is 
said, Peter Parker. On Febnmry 18, 1780, Lucas received 
a certificate from the land commissioners for 400 acres, 
"including his settlement made thereon in 1772," and on 
August 1, 1785, it was surveyed for him. In 1773, George 
Wilson and Andrew Ice l'eceived certificates for lands on 
White Day creek. On February 12, 1798, Richard Smith 
bought 189! acres-¥'- (part of a 400-acre tract) on 'Yhite Day 
creek, from Simeon Riggs;!- and Amassa, his wife, paying 
therefor the sum of fifty pounds . 

.. One account bays part of this land was that on which Smithtown was afterward 
bUilt. Another account says Richard Smith bought the land on which the town btands 
"Of Tlmothy Smith, who came by it from Peter Parker, wbo settled it In 1772," 

t Simeon lUggs settled bere about 1,85, and reared a family of nine ch1ldren, among 
whom were Isaac and Aaron RIggs. Ibaac Ulggs ran a lIneot stages trom Clarksburg 
to Morgantown, and from the latter place to rnlontown, Penn., about thirty-five 
years ago. lIe bu1lt the old brick house sUll standing on the left bank of White Day 
creek, und now owned by Watson. Aaron, Simeon's youngest son, was the father or 
Mrs. Susan Smith, or Halleck, Who was born In 1811. 
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Richard Smith* lai(l ont, Smithtown, with two streets" 
called First and Second streets, and on June 9, 1806, sold 
to Asher Lewis, lots No.8 and 15 for $100; to Timothy 
Warden, No. 16 ·for $24; to Abram Owens, Nos. 1 and 13 
for $52 ; -and all the balance of the lots on First Street. In 
1807, he sold to James Jeffs lots No. 14 and 26, on Second 
Street, for $72. Smith's honse, built of stone, stood where 
'Vatson's now stands. It is said Seeley Sears built the 
second or third house in Smithtown. Smith built a corn 
mill on 'Yhite Day creek, a short distance below where now 
stands the mill owned by Jolliffe's heirs. James Jeffs 
bought the mill, and' his son, John Jeffs carried on the 
milling and tanning business here in 1826. Some yeal's 
later, Joseph Jolliffe bought the property, and, in 1831, 
built the present mill, ~nd a saw-mill. 

In 1804, James G. Watsoni" came from }Uaryland and set­
tlecl in this county. Three years later, he bought the fal'm 
now owned by J. C. Malone and moved there. He raised 
a family of three sons and two daughters. Two of his sons 
-Henry and Thomas-were magistrates. James D., the 
youngest son, married Ann M. Haymond, a sister of Judge 
Haymond's father, and raised a family of four children, of 
whom only William E. and Thomas F. 'Vatson survive. 
James D. Watson died November 2, 1865, aged seventy-one 
years. 

Among other early settlers and land owners here, were 
Robert FelTell, who owne(l 936 acres, 90 of which now be­

• Rlchard Smith was a Quaker, who came from New Jersey to Pennsylvania, and 
from that State to thiS county. He was twice married: first, to Gracie lloore, and 
atter her death, to Elizabeth Walker, both of Penru;ylvanla. He raised a famIlY or 
ten or eleven Children, among whom was Anthony Smlth.' 

t James G. Watson was a famous hunter In his day, and kept a large pack or hounds, 
and a hunting horse named "Steamboat." lie used a hunter's horn to call his dogs. 
devoted much tlme to the pleasures or the chase, was large hearted, Uberal and h~ 
pltable, and was a fine speelmen or the old VIIlrInia gentleman. 
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long to John C. Malone; William Morris, who 11ad a still­
house here fifty years ago; Barnabas Johnson, Adam Fast, 
Anthony Smith, -- Dorsey and 'Villiam Powell, the lat­
ter coming from Washington County, Penn. 

In 1822 a post-office was established here, with John 
Jeffs as postmaster. It was callecl White Day, after the 
name of the creek. J eft's was succeeded by Joseph Jolliffe, 
who kept the office until about 1840, when James D. Wat­
son was' postmaster four years. After this, Jolliffe was 
again appointed, ancl continuecl to occupy the position un­
til 1866, when he resigned ancl was succedec1 by W. C. "Til­
son. Wilson held the office about fourteen years, and was 
succeecled, in 1880, by Charles D. l\Ialone, the present in­
cumbent. 

The first store was kept by Dr. Robert Travis, about 1826, 
who was succeedecl by Travis & l\Ieredith. Thomas JUel'edith 
continued the business until his death,.about 1852. Hutch­
inson & Watson started a grocery about 1850. J. J. Hutch­
inson soon bought out \Vatson and added dry goods. He 
was popular and successful. Among other merchants here 
have been J. M. Heck, John Wilson, G. ,Yo Jolliffe, S. Har­
den, Frank Miller anc1-- Brock. The present merchants 
are: M. L. Hutchinson (son of J. J. Hutchinson), who be­

gan business in 1879; "T. C. 'Vilson, 1854; M. J. Jones, 
1878. 

The first physician was Dr. Travis, who practiced until 
llis death in 1847. Among his successors have been Drs. 

A. S. Wardwell, G. W. Finfrock, Joseph Irwin, "". H. 
Sharps, I. C. Newman and --Campbell. Dr. E. B. Kra­
mel' is the l)resent physician,. and the only one in the dis­
trict. 

The first tavern was kept by John Malone, who came 
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from Martinsburg.. He was succeeded by Joseph Jolliffe, 
who kept nearly thirty yeal'S. Isaac Powell opened a hotel 
about 1858, and continued it about four years, since which 
time there has been no licensed hotel in Smithtown. 

The fil'St blacksmith shop was opened by Joseph Jolliffe. 
J ohn ~I. 1\Iason worked at the business here for thirty years. 
The present blacksmiths al'e E. J. Michael and E. W. S. 
1\Iundell. . 

The present shoemakers are Chal'les D. l\Ialone and 
Cornelius Heston. J. C. Malone worked- at this business 
here for thirty years, and Wesley l\Ialone for nearly twenty. 

In 1816, Stephen Wilson taught school in Smithtown. 
For churches, see Church History. 
From a diary kept by 1\11's. Harriet Jolliffe, we learn that 

there were high watel'S 1181'e on the 2d and 10th, of 1\Iarch, 
1824; June 2, 1845; April 10, 1852; April 11th and August 
20,1860; February 16, 1873; Augul&t 5, 1875. At the time 
of the fight at Fairmont, April 29, 1863, the Confederates 
came within thl'ee miles of Smithtown, and a considerable 
panic was created hel'e. 

CLIN1'O~ FURNACE. 

This place is located on Booth's creek, six m~les above 
its mouth, and nearly in the center of the district. Since 
the furnace quit operations, about 1858, the only business 
carried on here has been a store, mill and post-office. .The 
land on which these buildings stand was patented Septenr~ 
bel' 19, 1799. Henry Banks, John Phillips, David Sayer, 
Thomas Evans, and others, owned lands in the immediate 
vicinity before that, In 1810, James Jeffs settled here, 
buying the lanel now owned by O. B. Johnson from William 
Buchannon anel Jacob Foulk. In 1803, Benjamin Thorn 
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erected the first mill here, and he sold his ilJterest to Jeffs. 

About 1813, J olln Jeffs, a son of J a~es, built and operated 
a tannery* hm'e. About 1819, another and better mill was 

built, and a carding machine added. Thel'e was also a saw­
mill. The place was then called J effstown-a name it con­
tinued to bear until the erection of the flU'nace. 

In 1829, Hadley Johnsont came from Washington County, 
Penn., purchased the Jeffs property, and carried on the 
various business enterprises begun by J eft's. About 1832, 

Abraham_Pearl opened a grocery here, but did business 
only a short time. About 1846, William Salyards came 
£1'0111 Taylor County, where he had been connected with a 
furnace, bought land of John Frederick, Sr., and com­
menced building a furnace here. The history of this enter­
prise is given on page 258. In 1852, O. B. Johnson opened 
a general store here, and has continued the business to the 
present time. A post-office was established .about 1854, 
with George Hardman as postmaster. Two years later he 
Was succeeded by O. B. Johnson, the present postmaster., 
About 1859, ~Ir. Johnson built the present saw- and grist­
mill, and abandoned the tannery and carding business. In 
1858, a church was built hel'e, principally by the Methodist 
Protestants, but its doors were open to all denominations. 
It was used for religious purposes until 1870. The school­
house-No.6-stands a short distance above the ruins of 
the furnace. For twenty years, cOlllmencing with 1863, 
Clinton- Furnace was one of the two voting places in the 
district. Near here are two red sulphur springs. 

-John Jeffs ran thIS tannery some years. when he removed to the mouth or Pawpaw 
creek, near where Rlvesv1lle now stands, and bought the Merrill tannery. From 
there he went to Smithtown, where he engaged In mll11ng and also run a tannery. 
lIe Is spoken or as a. man or unusual business capacity. 

t lIadley Johnson died July 31,1863, aged 83 years; his wUe, Rachel, died Apr1l29, 
1S;4, aged 86 years. Both 11e burled in the Fairview cemetery. 



618 HISTORY OF MONONGALIA COUNTY. 

HALLECK. 

This place is situated in the southern part of the district, 
between Smithtown and Gladesville (Pres~on County), and 
was so named by James S. Watson, in honor of Gen. H. 'V. 
Halleck. The location is both pleasant and healthy, being 
on the range of hills that form tlie' dividing line between 
the head-waters of Booth's creek and Laurel run. There is 
a store, post-office, blacksmith shop, church and school­
house here, and the people of the neighborhood are ener­
getic and progressive. 

The first settlement in this vicinity, it is said, was made 
by a man named 1vIaxwell, on the farm now owned by JamBS 
Miller. James Downey settled on the farm now o"'Iled by 
Joseph Smith, ·a.nc1 George Reed on that owned by Nathan 
Kerns. A man named Betts lived for a while on the Cart­
right farm. These were all squatters, and lost their claims 
by l'eason of their being ipclude.d in older surveys. Among 
the settlers here previous to 1~0, were Philip Holland, 
Hugh Bean, Andrew Key, James Tl'ickett, Michael Trickett 
and Moses IGnkaid. Joseph Smith came in 1830, and 
among those who settled here soon after, ~·ere Asa Harris, 
Jacob Cartright, John G. Smith, James Watson,* Hugh 
Austin, William Golliher, Asa Fletcher and Oliver P. 1vIcRa. 

Several years ago a stock of goods was bl'ought here by 
James S. Watson, and at first these goods were kept in a. 
room at C. H. Duncan's, but later Mr. Watson built a good 
store-house. A post-office was established in 1880, with 
Chades H. Duncan, the present'incumbent, as postmaster. 

An Indian war-path, called the Eastern Trail, passed 
where Halleck now stands. It is said that the Indians 

• James Watson died January 10, 18i0, nged fi.l years; Chrlstlnnne, his wne, died 
December~ 1836, aged 23 years; burled at }'alnlew church. 
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stopped and camped here, at a large rock in Joseph Smith's 
field, on the first night of their retreat from Snowy Creek 
Glades (Preston County), where they had killed James 
Brain and captured his sons Isaac and Benjamin, in April, 
1778. 

UFFIXGTON. 

The first house (now gone) was built by Joseph Jolliffe, 
who carried on blacksmithing here. The house stood on 
the right bank of Booth's creek, a short distance above 
where the Fairmont pike crosses that stream. In 1850, 
William D. Smith, fronl Pittsbm'gh, opened a store here, and, 
in July of that y~ar, secured the establishment of a post­
office, which he named Uffington, after his wife's maiden 
name. Smith was a music teaclier, and probably sold the 
first piano ever brought into the county. He left here about 
1862, and the post-office was moved to Kerns's mill, a short 
distance away, with Charles Kerns as postmaster. It was 
afterward kept at Alexander Osborn's and at Fleming J 01­
liffe's. For some years, the office was discontinued; but it 
was re-established in 1873, with James S. Watson postmas­
ter, who still holds that position. In 1859, and for several 
years thereafter, Charles Kerns kept a store here. Dr. John 
had a store here for some time. W. C. McGrew starte(l a 
branch store here, and was succeeded by 'Yatson & J ~lliffe, 
who continue the business. There are now two stores and a 
blacksmith shop. For many years a.' hel'lllit, knmyn as 
"Doctor Alsoop," has dwelt on the hillside near Uflington. 
He exercises ownership over a small island in the Monon­
gahela River, where he raises vegetables and grain for his 
sustenance. Very little else is known 'of him. 

The iron blidge here was built about 1878, and cos't over 

$1,500. 
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About 1827, a party of five Indians passed through here 
and stayed a night or two at Uffington. DUl'ing this time 
they got into a row among themselves, and one of them was 
dangerously stabbed. 

POST-OFFICES. 

There are now four post-offices in the district. Following 
are the names, dates of establishment and present post­
masters: 

'Vhite Day, 1822 ....••...••.....•........••.•..•.... Charles D. Malone 
Uffington, 1850.....•....••.....•............•••....•.James S. 'Vatson 
Clinton Furnace, 1854 .....•.....•....••....•••....•...... 0. B. J obnson 
Halleck, 1880...........•..•..•.....•........•....•••Charles H. Duncan 

There was a post-office at Pleasant Valley for many 
years, with 1\1oses Steele postmaster, and one at Ezekiel 
Trickett's for two years, with Trickett as postmaster. The 
former was discontinued about 1879, and the latter in 1882, 
each on account of the postmaster's l'esignation. 

ROADS. 

The western part of the district is traversed by the 1\'101'­
gantown and Bridgeport Turnpike, locally called the Fair­
mont pike, and through the eastern part passes the Beverly 
and 1\Iorgantown Turnpike, locally known as the Evansville 
pike. Besides these, the district has a complete net-work of 
country roatls, affording communication with every pal't and 
with the sUlTounding country. Among these latter are 
roads from Smithtown to Halleck, fl'om Uffington past 
Clinton Furnace to Halleck, fl'om Pleasant Valley to Clinton 
Furnace, and many others. 

OIL WELLS. 

In 1865, l)aI,ties from 1Vheeling began boring an oil well 
on the Clinton Furnace property. When about 180 feet 
dowll, they struck a vein of sulphur water, which spouted 
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up in the ail; t1Venty feet. They continued boring until 
they reached a depth of 283 feet, when the auger broke off 
in the rock, and the well was abandonecl Jerry White su­
perintended the work. The sulphur water has continued to 
flow ever since, and is of uniform temperature winter and 
summer, being 56° Fah. A well was sunk for oil at Round 

\ 

Bottom, on the l\Ionongahela River, near Uffington. Two 
holes were bored, but without success, and the enterprise 
was abandoned. 

NOTED PLACES. 

The famous" Pictured Rock" is loca,ted in, this district, 
on the l\Iorgantmvn and Bridgeport Turnpike, locally known 
as the Evansville pike. A description 9f this rock will be 
found on page 27. B. H. Griffith, now liying in the dis~rict, 
says that half a century ago, when he was a young man, 
living ,,~ith and working for I-Ienry Hamilton, he plowed 
the dirt off the large flat rock now known as the Pictured 
Rock, and first discovered the figures. There were human 
forms, moccasin tracks, turkeys, dem;, bears and other wild 
animal forms, deeply cut in the solid st0ne. 'Yhen the 
pike was located, it ran by this rock, which was then 
cleaned off so as to show all the pictures. For a time, 
hundreds of people visited it every year. After exposure 
to the air and rain, however, the figures began gradually to 
wear away, and many of them are now entirely obliterated. 
At various times, ambitious youths have evidently added a. 
number of designs, with the intention of supplying the 
loss of the originals. Some of these additions, now moss­
grown and ancient in appearance, bear dates within the last 
two decades. 

Caves.--Two caves are found in this district. One, on 
the land of Elizabeth Chipps, not far n'om the mouth of 
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Booth's creek, has been known for half a century. It con­
sists of two rooms, so far as explo;ed, and when first dis­
covered is said to have contained wood, leaves, and other 
evidences of having been known and used by the Inclians. 
Another is in a cliff of rocks above Clinton FUl'nace, on 
land of David Mellon's heirs. It is said to be twenty-five 
feet in length, cone-shaped, and covered by solid l·ock. 
The sides bear the names of many visitors, who at various 
times have used chisel and hammer to record their presence 
here. 

Raven Rocks.-Among the natural curiosities of the dis­
trict are the widely known Raven Rocks, situated near the 
mouth of Booth's creek, on lands owned by F. l\I. Johnson. 
These rocks belong to the strata known as 1\Iahoning sand­
stone, and show a fine exposure, in an almost perpendicular 

•wall of great height. Between the base of this wall and 
Booth's creek, the public road winds its way, in too close 
proximity to afford a good view of the curiosities above. 
In places, the sandstone is pierced by flinty veins; in 
others, it is quite soft. The disintegrating influence of the' 
air, playing around its exposed surface for centuries, has 
gradually weathered away the softer parts, while the harder 
veins llave greatly resisted atmospheric action, and now 
stand out in bold relief. The result is, great groups of 
curious cavities in the solid rock, of nearly every size and 
many fantastic shapes. 

The following story is told in connection with these rocks: 
About the year 1818, a. party of young men were at the 
Raven Rocks, and began bantering each other as to who 
could go nearest the outer edge of the topmost rock, over­
hanging the precipice. One of the number, named Joseph 
Brooks, worked his way to the very brink, and sat down 
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with his feet hanging over the edge. He steadied himself 
by a small bush growing neal'. He had been seated bu~ a 
moment when it was noticed that the bush, rooted only in 
the thin soil covering the rocks, was slowly loosening and 
giving way. Brooks saw his danger, turned white as a 

sheet, and seemed paralyzed. Some of his companions, 
among whom was William Austin, I'eached him and dragged 
him from his perilous seat just in time to prevent a horrible 
death. 

Fe1'rell Rock.-Adjoining Smithtown on the south-west, is 
an imposing sandstone wall of Immense height, with ,,"-hite 
Day creek flowing at its base. At its top is a beautiful 
grove of stately pine trees, situated on level land, which, 
breaking into gentle undulations, stretches far away toward 
the west. From the town, and from the pike running 
through it to Fairmont, a fine view of the rock and grove is 
obtained. For striking effect, this view is harcliy surpassed 
by anything found in the district. CUI'iously enough, this 
scenic gem has never received a name, and, as it is situated 
on lanel saiel _to have been originally owned by Robert 
FelTell, the writer has taken the liberty of calling it Ferrell 
Rock. The land is now owned by John C. l\Ialone. 

Indian Roclt:s.-These rocks are a part of the great cliffs 
on 'Vhite Day creek, below Smithto'wn, and m'e situated 
a quarter of a mile, perhaps, from Ferrell Rock. They haYe 
been desm'ibed as follows by Richard E. Fast: 

"They are perhaps two hundred feet high. The upper portion 
of this cliff hangs far out over the base. making a vast area, pro· 
tected from inclement weather, partly by overhanging cliffs, and 
partly by huge boulders which have fallen from the heights above. 
As one enters this cavern, he is treading cn the ancient burial 
ground of the Indian warrior. Many of the skeletons, with their 
bows, arrows and tomakawks, have been exumed. The corpses 
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were buried with their faces to the east, and a covering of birch 
bark served for a coffin. The most extraordinary skeleton that 
has been found there is said, by good authority, to have measured 
over seven feet." 

The names of numerous visitors are cut on these rocks. 

THE JONES RAID. 

In April, 1863, occurred what is known as- the "Jones 
1'aid." On their way from Kingwood to 1\Iorgantown the 
Confederate soldiers passed through this district, and on 
the pike, not far from 'Villiam Howell's, were fired at by 
bush-whackers. The Confederates gave quick chase to the 
men who had dared to fire at them in opan daylight, and 
soon captured Lloyd Beall?~ and Andrew J ohn80n, both 

belonging to this district. They brought the two men back 
within sight of Howell's house, and there shot them. At 
the first fire, Johnson fell dead, but Beall was only wounded. 
He stood still, coolly took a halldkercpief from his pocket, 
and wiped away the blood from his forehead, where the ball 
had struck him. The second shot was more effective, anc1 
the brave man fell, pierced through the heart. About the 
same time the Confederates captured Albert Robey, who 
was returning from the blacksmith shop, it is said; and sup­
posing that he also had been engaged in the attack 011 them, 
they shot him. When the gun cracked, Robey fell to the 
ground with a ball in his shoulder. He was left for clead, 
but while the enemy were seeking, it is said, for some one. . 
to identify the men they had killed, he managed to crawl 

away unobserved, and so escaped. He had l'eceived a dan­


, gerous wound, but finally rp-covered and is still living. Beall 


• W. E. Watson says he learned from Hon. G. H. Motret, or Pocahontas County, that 
one of the Confederate soldiers was shot in the leg by Lloyd Beall, and that the man 
refused to be lett behind for treatment, but clung to his saddle until att~r they had 
passed Clarksburg, when he died from the elfectsof the wound. 
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was first buried on his father's farm, and after~vard removecl 
to Oak Grove Cemetery at ~Iorgantown. Johnson t lies 
buried in the cemetery at Fairview church. 

CHURCH HISTORY. 

There are eight church' buildings in the district, of which 
four-Pisgah, Fairview, Fairmount and Smith's Chapel­
belong to the 1\Iethodist Episcopal Church; two-Hope­
well and Mount Calvary-to the ~Iethodist Protestant 
Church; and two-Goshen snd Smithtown-to the Bap­
tist Church. Beside these, there is a !\Iethodist Episcopal 
church-South Point-standing just aCl'O~S the lin~jn Tv,y­
lor County, where many persons from this district regularly 
worship. 

The old Presbyterian church at Smithtown was built 
about 1833, by members of that church and Episcopalians. 
1Villiam !\Iorris, a liberal Welshman, did much toward its 
el'ection. rrhe Rev Cyrus Beecher Bristol preached here 
then, The last services in the building were held about 
1878. For many yeal's it was used by all denominations. 

A few members of the Protestant Episcpal church live at 
Smithtown, where services were held 113.1£ a century ago. 
William Mead, now Bishop of the Diocese of Virginia, used 
to visit and preach at Smithtown. The Rev. George A. 
Gibbons now preaches here. 

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

The old PisgalJ Methodist Episcopal church was built in 
1813, and was the first house of worship owned by that de­
nomination in the district. The old building was torn 
down, and on August 18, 1871, the corner-stone of the pres­
ent handsome qhurch was laid by Dr. 1\Ial'tin, assisted by 

t The marble which marks his resting place bears this inscription: "To the memory 
or Andrew Johnson, kllled by rebels under Gen. Jones, on their raid through thIs 
county, Aprtl30, 1863, aged 31 years, 4 months." 

40 
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the'Rev. W. ]\1. ~Iullenix. Father Summers, who helped 
build the first church here, was present on this occasion. 
From 1813 to 1830, the pastors given on page 444 preached 
here. In 1815, the circuit extended from ten miles below 
Morgantown to fifteen miles above Beverly, and embraced 
twenty-four appointments. 

The Smithtown Circuit was organized in 1866. It em­
braces nine appointments. The parsonage is situated near 
Pisgah church. Following are the preachers who have had 
charge since this circuit was formed, and the ti~e served 
by each: 
W. D. Carrico...................1866-68 N. B. Johnson................1876-78 

J. 'V. Hess........................ 1868-71 J. T. Eichelberger..........1879-80 

J. F. Snodgrass................1871-72 L. 'V. Roberts ................1880-83 

W. C. Snodgrass............... 1872-73 Asby Stevens................ 1883-84 

F. G. 'V. Ford.................. 1873-76 


Joseph Grubb, now in his sixtieth year, has been a local 
preacher for thirty years. 

BAPTIST CHURCH. 

The Goshen Baptist Church was organized August 2, 
1837, by the Revs. J. W. B. Tisdale and John CUITY. The 
first members were Rezin Holland, Sr., and wife, Leven 
Howell and wife, John Huffman and wife, ElizabetJ! Flem­
ing, Nancy Howell, Joanna Holland, an,d Rebecca Jones. 
The church now has 132 members. The church building 
was begun in 1847, ~nd dedicated on June 24, 1848. The 
following is a list of :pastors since its organization: 
J. ,V. B. Tisdale Charles Parker Robert Miller 
Leven Howell G. F. C. Conn E. P. Brand 
'Villiam Davidson James ,Miller J. L. McCutchin 
Cleon Keyes David Rogers 

The Baptist church building at Smithtown was begun 
about 1853, one of its chief pl'omoters being Daniel Harris. 
In 1872, the house was repaired or finished, and dedicated. 
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There are now but few Baptists there, and the building is 
principally used by the Methodist Episcopal, 1\fethoclist 
Protestant and Protestant ~piscopal churches. 

METHODIST PROTESTANT CHunCH. 

The first organization of the 1\Iethodist Protestant 
Church in this district, it is said, was at the Holland school­
house, about 1844. The past~r was the Rev. John Clark; 
the leader, Richard Holland, and the first members were: 
Philip Gordon, J ucla A. Gordon, James Austin,: 1\Iary Aus­
tin, Garret Brown, 1\Iary Brown, Louisa Holland, :iHoses 
Steel, John Steele and Hannah Austin. 

The 1\fount Calvai'y' Church was built in 1870-1, and ded­
icated October 29th of the latter year, under the pastorate 
of the Revs. Daniel Helmick, Sr., and P. T. Conway. In 
1877, this appointment was taken from the Palatine Circuit 
and added to the Morgantown Circuit. The Rev. Daniel 
Helmick, Jr., is the present pastor. Thel'e has been a 
Sabbath School in connection with the Church for many 
years. Among the former pastors were Revs. John Clal'k, 
-- Haslett, J. L. Simpson, -- Gat'more, George "Test­
fall, Thomas Lancaster, Jacob 1\IcCormick, P. T. Conway, 
George Conway, -- Palmer and-- Davis. Robert C. 
Austin is a local preacher. 

Hopewell Chul'ch was built about 1848. In 1883, it was 
repaired, painted, a fine bell put up, and the house I'e-dedi­

cated. 
SUXDAY -SCHOOLS. 

We have account of Sunday-schools held regularly at 
Smithtown, 1\Iount Calvary, Pisgah, Fairmount, Smitli's 
Chapel, South Point,1\Iartin's school-house, Brown's school­
house and Clinton school-house. Most of these schools 
close during the inclement weather of the winter season. 
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SCHOOL HISTORY. 

Prior to 1863, it is said, there were only seven or eight 
school-houses in the district, and they were all small and 
indifferent buildings. One of these stood near Clinton 
Furnace, one near 'Villiam Howell's, one near Smell's, one 
near Uffington~ one near Pleasant Valley, one near Kin­
kui(l's and another near Joseph Smith's. 

Clinton school-district now embraces fifteen sub-districts, 
each provided with a neat and substantial scho_ol·house. 
Five of these houses were built previous to 1868, and 
nearly all the others before 1872. ~he school-houses in the' 
various sub·districts are locally known by the following 

names: 
No.1-'Vatson's or Pine Grove. No. 9-'Voodland. 
" 2-Smithtown. " 10-Price's. 
•, 3-Kinkaid's. " 10-l\IcBee's or Stony Point. 
H 4-Smith's or Halleck. " 12-Smell's. 
" 5-Brown's. " 13-l\Iartin's or Laurel Run. 
" 6-Clinton. " 14-Carroll's or Union Grove. 
" 7-Pleasant Valley. " 1S-GUln Spring. 
" 8-Frum's. 

The first enumeration of youths, under the free school 
law, was made in July, 1864, and showed a total of 631 
children of school age in the district. The enumeration for 
1883, shows a total of 722, being 91 more than in 1864. 

SCHOOL' ENUMERATIO~ BY YEARS. 

r!:. ~ 
25m e»aS ~aS ~~ 

YEAR. :E'; E'; c~ ~-c; ~ 
~~ ~S 8~ 8s ~ 

1864..................................................... 
 297 -I-~ II ~ 63i 
18(,5......... ......... ...... .... ••• ...... ...... ......... 
 309 I 341 12 12 674 
1866......... ............................................ 
 318 346 17 10 691 
1867 ................................_••_........... Ml 353 8 9 711 
1868................................. ..... ~.......... 330 315 9 9 663 
1869......... ..... ••• ...... ....... • ••••••••• ...... ...... 315 I 318 8 13 654 
18iO......... ...... ....................................... 
 318 310 20 18 C-66 
18i/) ...................................................·l 3i9 I 364 4 13 760 
1883......... .......... ............................... 373 345 3 1 722 
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A number of young men from Clinton district have 
attended the West Virginia University at }Iorgantown, 
and two-William E. Jolliffe, class of '71, and Samuel B. 
Brown, class of 'S3-have graduated there. Lee P. Wat­
son, now practicing law at Fairmont, graduated at the Uni-' 
versity of Virginia. 

SCHOOL CO:lDIISSIONERS. 

1864-Thomas :McBee, Jr. 1867-Theophilus Devault 
'Villialll Holland 1868-Granville Brown 
J aIlles A. Johnson 1869-Thomas Lanham 

1805-James S. 'Vatson Peter Price 
1806-Stephen Stansberry 1870-Timothy Bennett 

O.P.McRa l871-Thomas P. Selby 
1867-Alexander Rumble 

William Holland, Thomas ~IcBee, O. P. l\IeRa, Peter 
Price and Thomas Lanham were the presidents of the 
boards of education prior to 1873. The secretaries were 
T. P. Selby, Thomas D. Harden, L. C. Beals and Hosea 
Stansbeny. l\Iorgan B. Hale and J. W. Phillips were 
commissioners in 1865. 

BOARDS OF KDUCATIOY SINCE 1873. 

1873-N. C. Vandevert, president; S. T. Shuttleworth, Isaac 
Reed; secretary, Hosea Stansberry.' 

·1875-James S. 'Vatson, president; Morgan B. Hale, John 'V. 
Phillips; secretary, Ezekiel Trickett. 

l877-James S. 'Vatson, president; Henry Austin, A. J. FrUIu:; 
secretary, Ezekiel Trickett. 

1879-James S. 'Vatson, pre~ddent; J. A. Faulkner, A. J. Jones, 
J. C. Cartright, 'VIlle B. Holt; secretary, 'VIlle H. Phillips. 

1881-James S. 'Vatson, president ; James A. Faulkner, A. J. 
Jones; secretary, Benson Jacobs. 

18SS-James S. 'Vatson, president; A. J. Jones, Solomon X"'rmu; 
secretary, Charles E. Jolliffe. 

• In 1875, an injunction was tUed against the board of education, by fourteen tax­
payers In the district, to restrain the board from collecting the school tax. It '\Tas 
alleged that the board was not legally constituted, and thereCore not competent to 
collect taxes. Judge LewiS heard the case and dissolved the Injunction. The case 
was then appealed to the Supreme Court, and after dragging along nearly nve years, 
Judge LeWiS'S decIsIon was sustaIned. 
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ST.~TISTICS OF CLI~TO:N DISTRICT. 

YEAR. 

1871 •••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••• 
1872 ..•••••••• ..................... 
1873 ..••••.••••••••••••••••••••.•.••• 
1874,' ••••••••.••.•••••••••••••••••••• 
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Store8.-1\I. L. Hutchinson, W. C. 'Vilson, M. J. Jones, 
Smithtown; 'Vatson & Jolliffe, Robert Robe, Uffington; O. 
B. Johnson, Clinton Furnace; E. Garlow; James S. Watson, 
Halleck. 

Flouring .i.llill8.-J ohn Haigh (steam), 'V. C. 1\Iartin, O. 
B. Johnson, L. L. Selby, Ed. S. Watson, Charles Morgan, 
Bunner & Phillips, C. P. Devault. 

Morgan's mill, half a mile belbw Uffington, was built by 
Michael I{ern, oyer fifty years ago. James I{ern owned 
the mill after 1\Iichael, and wa~ succeeded by James Allen­
der. Charles Morgan has owned it about six years. De­
vault's mill on White Day was known as the "Fast Mill." 

Saw-Mill8.-John Haigh (steam), Leander l\Iille!' (steam), 
Edgar S. '~atson, Bunner & Phillips, Charles Morgan, E. 
Gal'low, L. L. Selby, O. B. Johnson, Ja;mes Hamiliton. 
Oliver T)'avis erected a saw-mill on \\TIlite Day creek in 
1875, and is the present owner. 

Black8rnitll8.-Alexanc1er Rumble, L. J. 1\Iichael, .E. W. 
S. l\Iundell, J. W. Phillips, Caleb Tarleton, L. B. Kerns, J. 
C. Michael, B. Jenkens, O. B. Jenkens, Lowrie Jenkins, 
Caleb Jenkins, Braddock Hall. 
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Tanneries.-The Andy Hole tannery, on White Day 
creek, was built by Theophilu~ Devault in 1858. He is the 
present proprietor. It is neatly constructed and the leather 
tanned here is of a good quality. Carother's tannery stands 
on the pike about two miles from Smithtown. 

GENERAL NOTES. 

Editol's.-Clinton District has been the birth-place of 
two journalists", viz: J osep11 H. P<.:nvell, son of Chalfant 
and Rebecca 'Yest Powell, and grandson of Squire Isaac 
Powell, who came from Loudon County, Va., in 1800, and 
N. N. Hoffman, one of the Morgantown Post editors. Lamar 
C. Powell, son of Joseph H. Powell, is one of the editors of 
the Fairmont West Virginian. 

In 1882, Clinton District was divided into eleven road 
precincts, by N. C. Vandervort, C. H. DUllcan and A. J. 
Jones, commissioners appointed for that purpose. The 
court appointed the following supervisors: 
P,'eclnct. SUpf;j·I'lsol's. P,'ec[lIcl. .~Ilpen·isors. 

No. 1 ................18aac N. Fletcher No. 7 .................. Caleb Tarleton 

-" 2 ................ B. F. Malone " 8..................John C. FrUIn 


" 3............... 'Vaitman Fa~t "9.................Thomas McBee 

" 4 ................ Sylvanus Reppart "lO..................Bruce Riggs 

.. 5 ................ James Miller " l1 ..................Emery Robe 

" G................Amaziah Shahan 


Iron ore is abundant in the district, and is of fine quality. 
There is a fine vein of red hematite ore under the creek bed 
at Smithtown. Fire-clay is said to exist in limited quan­
tities, but has never been fully developed. Good building 
rock and brick-clay is abundant. 

Freeport coal exists in considerable quantities through­
out the district. The veins vary from eighteen inches to 
five feet, and are six to nine feet along the l'iver in the 
southern pad of the district. Limestone of good quality is 
found, and exists in large quantities in the eastern part. 
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The Great Falls in the 1\Ionongahela River would afford 
water-power for large factories, or othel'lndustrial ~nd man­
ufacturing purposes. ' The various creeks, also, are capable 

of furnishing immense water-power for mills and factories, 

very little of which lIas yet been utilized. 

In the list of persons drawing pensions from the United 
States, published in 1883, we find the names of the following 

pensioners in this district: 
Clinton Furnace: J oh~ M. J ollifie, Sarah Powell, Perlllelia 

Brown, Mary Stephens, Sarah Holder-the last three being widows 
of 1812. Halleck: Robert Robe. Uffington: John H. Howell; 
Elizabeth Trippett, Mary Ann 'Viser (widows 1812). 'Vhite Day: 
Thomas G. Holland, Nancy SUlllmers, Elizabeth Miller, Julia C, 

Holland, 'Villiam H. Snowden; Benjamin Phillips, Lucinda Kisner, 
Thomas C, Boggess and Ezekiel Trickett. 

The pension list for 1\Ionongalia County contains the name 
of only one survivor of the war of 1812-that of Joseph Aus­
tin, now residing in this district. 

S. C. 1\Ialone, son of J. C. Malone, of tllis district, has 
,yon considerable distinction as a penman and for fine pen­

drawing. In 1880, he designed and executed a handsome 

picture entitled "From the Log Cabin to the 'Yhite-House." 
It PQl'trayec1 Garfield and the leading events of his life. It 
was litllOgI'aplled in New YOl'k and a large edition published. 

The original was presented to President Garfield, and after 
his death it was l'etul'ne(l to 1\11', Malone, and is now ill his 
possession. 

1\Ial'Y, daughter of Evan 1\Iorgan, and wife of Amos Powell, 
related that Levi Morgan had a hollow chestnut tree on the 
Round Bottom, where he often sheltered. Once, while hid 

in it, he saw an Indian across the river, with his foot up on 

a log, fixing llis moccasin. Leyi could not resist the t~mpta­
tion, and fired. The Indian got his moccasin fixed, An­
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other time, when hiding in the tree, an Indian came up and 
looked in. Levi drew his knife, and that, Indian never 
looked into any more hollow trees. 

In April, 1853, a little girl named Col~mbia l\Iouser wan­
dered away from her home, on the farm now owned by J. C. 
Cartright, and was lost in the woods. Friends hunted for 
her nearly two days without success, when the entire neigh­
borhood joined in tJle search. J esse Sypolt was fortunate 
enough to find the missing child, who was nearly dead from 
hunger and fatigue, and on the signal that she was found, 
all the searchers gathered at her father's house to join in 
the rejoicing that followed. Here they were counted by 
William Squires and found to number 240 persons. Colum­
bia Mouser is still living, with relatives at Grafton. 

In the cemetert~ at Fairview 1\I. E.' clllU'ch lie the re­
mains of Evan l\Iorgan, who died 1\{arch 18, 1850, agecl 
one hundred years and eighteen days. His wife, Camilla, 
died June 2, 1838, aged seventy-one years. 

Thhty years ago a woman died near Clinton Furnace 
.	under circumstances indicating murder. Her husband was 
suspicioned, alTested, and committed suicide. About 1863, 
Philip Shuttleworth was shot ,tlnd killed near Uffington, by 
a hermit living in that vicinity. In October, 1865, J. J. 
Hutchinson was luysteriously murdered in his store at 
Smithtown. In l\{ay, 1881, John Kerns, of near Halleck, 
was found dead in the road. A coroner's jury decided that 
he had accidentally fallen in such a way as to dislocate his 
neck. 

• Other tablets here bear therollowlng names: CoL Amos Jollttre, died February 7, 
1867, aged 76 years; Amelia, Ills wIfe, died February 27, 18.>9, aged 63. Joseph Hender­
son, born )lay, 1777; died July 17, 18:).j; Ann H., his wlCe, died February 23, 1850, aged 
12. Nancy )11ller died June 20, !829, aged 9'2 Samuel Johnson died April 9, 18'i5. aged 
"'''; :Mary, his wIfe, died June 2, 1875, aged 65. :Margaret CUnningham died llarch 3, 
1874, aged about 70. John J. Pierpont died December 31, 18i2, aged 69. 
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When the road from Clinton Furnace to Halleck was 
made, about 1873, a beech tree was found bearing the ini­
tials and date, "S. N. 1818," cut in the bark. It was after­
wards leal'ned that Samuel Newman had killed a deer at 
that spot sixty years ago, and cut his initials to mftl'k the 
place. Newman died in Ohio in 1879, aged 80. 

There are no temperance societies nor secret organiza­
tions of any kind within the district. A few men belong 
to lodges elsewhere, but probably fewer than in any other 
district in the county. In the matter of temperance there 
is no necessity for combination-each man is his own tem­
perance society. 

There is a sassafras tree standing a few hundred Yal'ds 
from James C. Austin's house, near Uffington, which meas­
ures five feet and ten inches in circumference, three feet 
above the ground. 

Rattlesnakes used to be numerous, it is said, but are 
growing rare of late years. Blacksnakes and copperheads 
still abound, with smaller varieties, in many localities, 

WILLIAl\I EDMUND WATSON. 

The subject of this sketch was born on the 20th day of 
May, 1828. He is one of the older representatives of a fam­
ily which has been identified with the history and progl'ess 
of l\Ionongalia County from an early period of her existence, 
and particularly of Clinton District, for two or three genel'u­
tions past the residence of his family. The family is of 
English or Scotch origin, probably the latter.. The ancestor 
who came to this country settled in Maryland, where he was 
twice married, and was' the fathel' of several sons, among 
whom were Joseph, James G, and Henry, some of whose 
descendants are still in Mal'yland and Virginia. 

About the year 1804, James G. Watson removed u'om 
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Charles County, Mal'yland, an(1 settled near the mouth of 
Cheat River, on what is known as the" Saddler fal'm." He 
lived there three yeal's, when he purchased at public sale 
and moved to a farm on White Day creek, near Smithtown, 
which had formerly belonged to Robed Ferrell, an ex­
Sheriff of this county. He lived here until his death in 
1834:. He was the father of tInee sons-Thomas, Henry 
and James D.-all of whom settled near him (the first in 
wnat·is now 1vlarion County), and contributed largely to the 
development of this then almost unbroken tenitory of the 
county. The two daughters were: Margaret, who married 
John Cox and settled in Hopkins County, I{entucky, and 
:rv1ary G., who lived neal' Smithtown until her death in 1868. 

Thomas had .ten children, the oldest being James O. 
Watson, now of Fairmont. Henry had also ten children, 
all of whom died in early life except Thowas H., who'died 
in 1880. James D., the third son, married Ann Marie, 
daughter of William and Cynthia A. Haymond, who died in 
1844. (1\1rs. Haymond was a descendant of Charles Carroll 
of Carrollton, of Revolutio'nary fame). Their union was 
blessed with four children: Helen the eldest, who died at 
the age of twenty; James G. Heath, who died a few years 
later; and 'Yilliam E. and Thomas F., who now reside at 

Smithtown C\Vhite Day P.O.) 

William E. Watson was born on Bunner's run, one mile 
nOl,th of Smithtown, and spent his early years llpon his 
father's fal'm.. Upon reaching a proper age, he attendee}' 
the subscription schools of that day, making the most of 
the meager advantages offered. At the age of sixteen he 
entered :Monongalia Academy at Morgantown, (presided 
over by P. S. Rutel'} where he remained three months. In 
the same year he became a student at the North-west Vir­
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ginia Academy at Clarksburg, the principal of wllich was 
Gordon A. Battelle, and after remaining there two terms, 
returned to the farm. In 1854 he manied Caroline M:, 
daughter of Nathan Davisson, of Harrison County. His 
father having .long since removec1 to Smithtown, he settled 
on the old homestead on Bunner's run. There for ten 
years he lived, a quiet, prosperous farmer. During this 
time, there was born to him three children-two daughters 
anc1 one son, Lee P. Watson, who is engaged in the practice 
of the law at Fan-mont. In 1864, he lost his wife, and soon 
after removed to Smithtown, to be with his father, who was 
then alone, and who died in November of the following year. 
Since then, together with his daughters and brother Thomas 
F., lIe has resided at their father's house in Smithtown. 

In politics, he holds to the principles of the Democrtic 
party, but has never been elected to an office nor of him­
self SOUglit one. In 1878, lIe was nominated for the State 
Senate for the 10th (now' 11th) senatorial district, compris­
ing the cl)unties of Monongalia and Preston. .He was 
defeated by a small majority (nineteen votes) in the district, 
whic11 'Was Republican by 1,200 majority. Four years later 
118 was nominated again by acclamation for the same posi­
tion, but was again defeated. 

Although occupying no public position, his public spirit 
is well known. He has always been the u-iend of liberal 
education, a c11eerful supporter of the free schools, and as 
opportunity offel'ed, aided in whatever was calculated to 
better, morally or intellectually, the community in which 
he lived. He is a member of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. In forming opinions he is cautious, even slow; but 
when formed, does not SIllink Il'om defending them. 

He belives that railroads are a necessity in the develop­
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ment of our State and county, and that this county could 
well afford a subscription to aid in building a railroa.cl 
through it; and when that question was submitted to the 
voters of the. county, in 1882, he used his influence in its 
behalf, making a personal canvass of the county, and per­
forming more labor in its 'behalf, and in the face of bitter 
opposition, than any other citizen of the county or member 
of the corporation. 

He has been actively engaged all his life in the business 
of farming and gI'azing-which he l'egards as the " most 
llOnorable and enriching pursuit that a people can follow." 
To this occupation he brings the experience of attentive 
and advanced years, mature business judgment, and admi­
l'able integrity ~f character, which entitles him to honorable 
mention in a history of this county. 

JAMES S. WATSON. 

James S. 'Vatson was -born in this dish-ict, April 17 , 1842. 
In August, 1862, at the age of nineteen, he enlisted in Co. 
C, 14th W. Va. I., and served until June 1865, when he was 
discharged. In 1867, he married 1tlary L. Powell, who 
died four years afterward, leaving two children-George C. 
and William S. In January, 1873, Mr. Watson married 
Sisson H. Jolliffe, and, they have two children-Mary B. 
a~d Stanley C. In the same year he began merchandising 
at Uffington, and was appointed postmaster there, which 
office he still flolds. In 1875 he was elected president of the 
board of education in this district, and has been regulal'1y 
re-elected ever since. In 1880, he was elected to represent 
the county in the' House of Delegates, and served two :real's, 
being on the committees on Milital'Y Affairs, Immigration 
and Agricultul'e. In 1881, he was commissioned a notary 
public by Governor Matthews. 

http:railroa.cl
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Charles H. Duncan was born in Ohio County, in 1831. In 1854, he 
went to California and spent several years there, mining and trading; 
was among the first on the Frazier River, in British America, when the 
gold excitement occurred thete. He enlisted in Co. E, 2d California 
yolunteer cavalry in 1861, and served three years; was employed as 
scout much of the time, by reason of his familiarity with the customs 
and language of the Indians. After being discharged, he returned to 
West Virginia, and, in January, 1868, married Hannah Cornelia Smith, 
of this district. They have three children-James Ross, Sallie Kimball 
and Charles Smith. Mr. Duncan is postmaster at Halleck, aud has 
been a school officer. He!san intelligent and public-spirited gentleman. 

Samuel E. B. Kramer, M.D., was boro ill Fayette County, Penn., 
1838; read medicine with Dr. John A. Stone, and graduated at Jeffer­
son Medh:a1 College in 1857; married Harriet Jolliffe in 186~, and loca­
ted at Smithtown, wherc3 he has since practiced; has eight children­
George E., Joseph T., Charles C. D. M., 'William A., Marv E., Roy, 
Baltzer and John P.; was a sergeant in Co. C, 17th 'V. Va. I. 

Andrew J. Jones was born September 16, 1835; is of Welch-Scotch 
descent; entered Confederate army in 1862, and served till the war 
closed; was wounded at the battle of Droop Mountain, November 6, 
1863; married Mary Gallahue, of Marion County, October 10, 1867; has 
been a member ofthe Board of Edu\}atio~ for three consecntive terms 
and is a good surveyor. 

George N _King was born in Frederick County, Md., 1827; in 1851 he 
married Mary Wadswc:-rtb anJ removed !o this county; have five chil­
dren living--Susannah E., William J., Henry I., Mary E. and Rebecca 
J. Two are d<ead-George C. and John N. Mr. King has been a school 
and road officer in the dj~trict. and several of his children are teachers. 

J. C. Cartrigbt was born in 1842. In 1862, he married B. E. Kinkaid; 
they bave two cbildren-Iela L. and !sa* B. Mr. Cartright's father 
came from Delaware and settled in this county about 1822, where he 
Jived until his death, in 1867, aged eighty-five. His widow, Rebecca 
Cartri~hl, is still living at the old homestead, aged eighty-two. 

Thomes H. McBee, son of Z. T. and Sarah McBee, was born in 1838 ; 
enlisted in the army in 1861, and served three years; in 1864, married 
Permelia Cartright; they have bad ten children, only five of whom are 
living-Charloy L., Perry C., Sarepta S., Claud I. and Thomas Judson; 
deceased-LydIa Z. J., Maud Kate, Sally R., Rutherford and Hattie D. 

Joseph Smith was born in 1807; in 1828, married SUlan Riggs; settled 
where he DOW Uves two years later; has raised a fllmily CJf seven 
children to manhood and womanhood, all of whom -are married. 

E.M. Bayles, son of William and Nancy Bayles, was born in Union 
Distri(}t In 18:>1; married in 1875, to M. E. Haldeman; have two chil­
dren-Willie H. and :Minnie M. 

.. This name comes trom the Spanish, and its correct spell1ng Is Isa, though orten 
corrupted Into Icy, Icey or IssIe. 
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Joseph B. Smith was born in Fayette Connty, Penn., in 1828; married 
AdaHne FOl'd in April, 1859, and moved to this district; have had eight 
children, only five of whom are Jiving, viz: CeJesta A., Mollie A., 
Alburn K., Ulysses F. and Annie E. 

John D. Mos,? was born in what isnow Taylor County, in 1820; about 
1853, married Rachel Bunner, of Marion; have had seven cbiJdren­
James K., Adolphus, Mary E., Amos L., and Melvina, living, and 
Sarah and Surilda, deceased. 

J. V. F. Rogers was bQrn in Taylor County in 1843; enlisted in bat­
tery F, 1st W. Va. Light Artillery, in 1861, and served three years and 
six months; married Mary Koontz, of Palatine, in 1863, and moved to 
this district the following year. They have had six children-Clara J., 
Elizabeth S., Charles S., Jared E., Mary A., living', and Matthias .F., 
deceased. Mrs. Rogers' great-grandfather, Jacob Koontz, came from 
Germany when only thirteen years of age, and was a waiter boy and 
later an orderly for General Washington. After the Revolutionary 
war, he settled at Frostburg, ~fu., and raised a family of three sons 
and a daughter. 

G. T. Loar was born near Oaklan 0, Md., in 1830, alld wheu twenty­
two, married Ann Brown, of this district, and settled on the farm he 
now owns. She died in 1857, leaving two chIldren, and he has been 
married twice sInce, first to Mary E. Rodreick, who died in 1877, leav­
ing seven cbildren, and since to M. A. E. Thomas; is an exhorter in 
the ~I. E. Cburch and a prominent Sunday-school worker. 

Jabez A. Brown, ~on of Jabez and Elizabeth Brown, was born in 1844; 
married Mary V. Galliher in 1865: havA seven children-Martin Luther, 
Milton Harvey, Rezin Holland, Ulysses Benson. George Herberh 
Hattie Luella and Lillie May. Mr. Brown's father came to this comity 
from Harrison, io 1827, and married Elizabeth Steele. 

James W. McGowan was born in 1860; spent two years in the West, 
and taught school several terms. His father, Hur,.h McGowan, came 
from Ireland, and settled here in 1849; marrieu Beersheba Williams, 
of Taylor; have had six ~hildren, of whom only James and Mary L. 
are living. 

Henry Austin was born in 1847; enlisted in Co. 0, 14th W. Va. I.; cap­
tured at Cloyd Mountain, and spent five months in Libby prison; in 
1869, married Amanda Starkey; they have four children HYing-Lucy 
A., Louisa P., Samantha E. and Jesse A.; deceose1, Joh11 P. In 1881, 
Mr. Austin was elected a Justice of the Peace. 

Nathan Kerns, born in 1829; married Louisa Trickett In 1854; chil­
dren-Jacob, Leander, Coleman, Nancy, Elvia -A:, John E., Mary A., 
Ellen, Luvina, living, and Charlie and Ilia Bell, deceased. In 1OO!l, he 
enlisted in Co. 0., 14th W. Va. I. and served three years. 

Freeman Kelley, Jr•• born in 1848; married Nancy C. Snyder in 1870; 
children-Dora B., Hiram V •• Edgar C. W., Clara D., Benjamin F. 
and Susan, living. and Alva Judson, dead. 

Joseph Kelley, born in Pennsylvania, 1836; married Eliza A. LewIs, 
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of MtJrgantown, 1858; chtldren-Delia B. {married John Kerns), Ben­
jamin A., Freeman S•• Mary E., Martha, Morgan A., Jesse 0., Ewart. 
S. and "Elg" R. Mr. Kelley was a captain in the 14th regiment 
militia, and served in Co. B, 4th W. Va. C. 

Charles A. Brown, son of E. Jonathan Brown, was born in 1864. His 
father moved from PonnsylYania, about 1840, to this county, and was 
twice married, first to Elizabeth Shackleford, who died in 1858, ani 
then to Mrs. Margaret A. ~mit"; they haTe five children-William S., 
Martha E., Charles A., Mary E. and George 'Y'. 

John Snider, born in Preston. 1809; has been twice married. first to 
Matilda Gandy. who died in 1850, leaving ten children, and then to 
Sarah Noes; they have had seven children, five still living; his son, 
John V. Snider, belonged to the Gth W. Va. C•• was taken prisoner at. 
Rocky GaJ., and died in Andersonville priscn. Mr. Snider hall been a 
practical surveyor for filty years. and held several offices. 

Mahala Zinn, widow of Sailor );I. Zinn, was born 1838, married July, 
1858. Her husband belonged to Co. B, 14th W. Va. I., was captured at 
Cloyd Moun~ain and died at Andersonville prison, September 25, 1864. 

Sampson Brown, born 1851; married Mary E. Hawkins In 1872; chil­
dree-Ollie Ho, Thomas A., Addie M., Virgil A., living, and Annie L., 
deceased. Mr. Brown bas been a school officer. 

Harrison Brown, born 1836; married Joanna SharpE.l, of Pr~ston, in 
1858; children-Waitman T. W., Jabez E .• Laura B. Martin L., Ida M•• 
James F., Minty J., Elias M., living, and John EH deceased. 

John C. Englehart, born in Germany, 1831; came to Ameri\!a when 
fifteen, and to this State in 1852; two years !ater he married Mary J. 
Snider; children-John W., Charles F .. Annie V., Edward G., Katie I •• 
Freddie C., liTing, and Mary A., Walter A. and Lena Leotta, deceased. 
Mr. Englehart began running an engine on the B. &I; O. R. R. in 1854, 
and is still railroading. 

B. F. M. Fletcher, boro in Marion County, 1844; enlisted in Co. 0, 
14th W. Va. I. and served till the war closed; married Louisa Hawkins, 
who died In 1869; three years later married Mary _,... Jennings; chil­
dren-Malanclhon, Melvin, Estella and Nancy A. Three years agw he 
was elected constable, but 800n resigned. 

L. L. Watson, born in Preswn, 1855, came to Monongalia just after 
the war; has taught two terms ot school; his tather, Charles B. Watson, 
and two of his brothers were soldiers in the late war. 

Joseph G,~yn, born in Greene Co.nty, Penn., 1~26; married Bath­
sheba Rumble in 1849; children-Ann S., Samantha J., Marlon M., 
William R., Mary A., Joseph E., James A. and Rosel S.; l1Vtt 01 theBe 
are married. )dr. Gwyn belonged to Co. E, 17th W. Va. I. 

Alexander Rumble, born in Fayette County, Penn., 18.10; In 1854, 
married Rebecca Kennison, of Morgantown, and located in Monongalia; 
Children-Benton, SOlJan J., Jacob, Grant, Clarence, Cora, living, ami 
Bruce, dead; belonged to Co. E, 17th W. Va. I., and was a member or 
the board of education. 
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George H. Kisner, born 18·m; married Elizabeth H. Summ~rs in 1870; 
childr~n-Emma, l\fahala and Cora. In 18ii, he was badly crippled 
whi!e chopping timber, SlOes which he hecame a shoemaker. 

J. 'V. Phillips, 1'orn in Taylor County, 183i; came here when ten 
years old; when twenty, married Mary A. Burk; children-Alvira, 
Mary E., James \V.• living, and Luretta, Mary A. and Joseph, deceased; 
has been a constable and m&mber board of education. 

E. TrIckett, born 18H; enlisted in Co. C, 14th W. Va. 1.; at Cedar 
Creek was shot in the knee, and had nis-Ieg amputated in field hos­
pital ; married Rhoda GallIher in 18ii ; have one child-Laura E.; has 
been assessor, registrar and member of board of education. 

"'•• C. Marlin, born in Preston County. 183.3; came to this county 
with his father at the age of twelve; belonged to Co. M, 4th 'V. Va. C., 
and Was lieutenant in Co. D, 14th militia; built and operates a flour 
mill on Laurel run. 

C. D. Malone, son of John C. apd Sarah J. Malone, WAS born in 184i; 
served three years in Battery A, 1st 'V. Va. L. A.; married LOll A. 
Poweli in 1869; was appointed postmaster at Smithtown (While Day) 
in 1880. 

W. G. \Vatson, born in 1859; his parents were Thomas H. and 
Rebecca f;~. Watson; the grandf'alher of 'V. G.-Henry Watson-was a 
soldier In the war of 1812. 

J. Marshall Jacobs, born in 1860; has been a teacher, and is now 
selliug goods at Smithtown; his parent'it, Jacob and Mary Jaeobs, were 
both descended trom early settlers bere. 

George H. Satterfield, born In l\Iarlon County, lR6.;; came with his 
parents-William H~ and Anna Satterfield-to this county in 1Mi. 

Creed A. Powell, son of Silas S. Rnd Mary L. Powel1, was born in 
1861; Silas S. has been a road and school officer. and timber dealer. 

J. E. Stansberry. born in 18~4; married ~Iary E. Bell In 185i; chil­
dren-!\lary Inda, Columbia A., Sarah I., John L., Arkadelphia J. t 

Willie C., Melvin Clyde, living, and Francis S., deceased. Mr. Stans­
berry now Jives In Grant District; his grandfather; Francis Stan~berry, 
came from New Jersey about 1780, 

L. L. Hildebrand, bOln in GreEne Connty, Penn., 1816; married C. 
Mahaney in 1840; raised a family of twelve children, eleven yet living, 
seven married, and most of them in this county; he has thIrty-four 
grand-children. 

Je'!lse Shuttlesworth, born in 182i; married Nancy Stansberry in 
1863; his grandfather came over from England as a cabin boy, settled 
here io 1777, and raised a family of eight children. 

Rev. Josepb Grubb, born in 1820; member of M. E. Church (or rorty 
years, and a local preacher for nearly thirty; ordained deacon in 1869, 
and Elder ten years later; his fatber, Jospb Grubb, Sr., came from 
}>ennsylvaolaln 1812, and marrIed Sarah May, of this county; he died 
in 1866, ag~d seventy-three years. 

40 
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'f. P. Selhy, born In 183;i; married Salina E. Steele, or Pennsylvania, 
in 1861; children·-Jennie F., Charles E., Mollie A., ~~lorence W., 
Howard'r. and .I!"reddie L.; bas been a school teacber eight terms and 
member board ot education. 

John Haigh, born in Greene County, Penn., 1818; came to tMs 
county when eighteen, aud ten yearM later marri&l Ruebel Huut; chil ­
dren-Joshua••Tohu, :\1 Rtilda. Sarah E., Jesse, Lizzie, Josepb, Bud 
Clark, livln~. and John, dead. Owns and operates a large steam mill; 
been in t he business forty years. 

O. C. Johnson, 80n of O. B. and Mary J. J obnson, born in 1856; bis 
grandfather, Hadley JobIJson, came in 1829, from Washington Count.v, 
Penn.; O. B. bas been constable, justice of the peace and supervisor; O. 
C. i;; merchandising with bls father. 

Johu r-f. Ross. born in Marion Count.y. 18;iO; married Margaret E. 
Steele in 187;ij children-Rufus 1\1. and Mary C.; his grandfather, 
Henry Ross, came at an early day; is remotely descended from tbe 
Indian-fighting l\lorgaus.' ­

Mary E. Arnett is tbe daughter of Judson and Lucinda Arnett; ber 
father was clerk of tbe board of educatlOn in Cass Didlrict; be died in 
November, 18i2, aged thirty-six. 

'Vi1liam H. Snnwden, born in England, 11)44; came to this country 
when a boy: married Mary V. Gaskins, of Marion, in 18GS; children­
John W., Maggie B., Lenora, Goldie 1\1. and George. In 18G2, enliste~ 
in Co. C, 14th W. Va. 1., and was wounded ht Carter's Farm; promoted 
to corporal; has been a constable and a school officer. 

Rlizabeth Miller is the widow of Oliver Miller, who enli!!tled in Co, B, 
7th 'V. Va.!., and died of typboid fever at Harrison's Landing, Va., in 
1862: were marrIed in 184H; children-Isabel l!"., Waitman T., Saman­
tha A., Susan R. C., ~lary :P., Iiviug, and Luther H., deceased. 

John H. Steele; born in 1853; married Delia ~ttcobs in 1SiD; children 
-Lessie L. and Mary L. 

Virginia A. McRa is the daughter of O. P. and Jemima McRa; their 
oUler children are Edgar, Elijah, Susan. Thomas I., Duncan, living, 
and 'Vaitman, Sylvester and Mary, ueceaseu. Mr. McRa belonged to 
Co. E, litb \V. Va. 1., and was a mem ber of the board of education i has 
l?een a teacher, a~ have five 01 his children. 

Coleman Trickett, born in 1837; miirried Sarah Steele in 18.>D; chil ­
dren-Virginia, Edsun, Helen, Harmon, Delis. James, Elizabeth. 
Charlotte. Sarah, Perry, living j John T., ~filroy, Joseph. Anna, Cole­
man, deceased; belonged to Co. B, 4th W. Va.'C. 

\ 
1\f. C. Stevens, born 1!W4; teamster in the wa::; married Rebecca A. 

Hileman, 1878; bis parents, Malone and Rebecca Stevens, came in 1803. 

William H. t:;ypolt, born in Preston County, 1842; enlisted in Co. B. 
3d W.Va.C., and served three years; married Elizabeth J. Frederick in 
18137; children-Jacob ]~., John E., l\Iartha 1\1., Charles ~r., Mary R., 
Dodnie Io]a, Allie, living; Cora Lee and Linnle Iota, deart. 
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Granville Brown, born in Preston County; 1832; married Elizabeth 
Watson in 18SS; cbUdren-Samuel B. (gradua'ed In the W. V. Univer­
sity, Class ot '83). Jamell E., Mary L •• Laura B•• L. Juds(Jn, George 
M., Adaline. Virgil, Ellery C•• living; Ashford E •• dead. Mr. Brown 
served in three different companies during the war; 'Wall com­
missioned lieutenant in f>ach; eerved as such In 4th cavalry and 17th 
infantry; has been member board of education. and a road officer six 
years; hie grandfather came in 1805, and was a soldier in George R. 
Da'Yid80n'e (Harrison Co.) company in the war of 1812; died in Preston 
County in 18.19; widow still Ji'Ying and drawl!" pension. 

JOhll Ferrell. born in 1856; married AdaJine Brown. of Preston, 1880; 
children-Mary Agnes and James Charles; his father, John Ferrell. 
Sr., came from Ireland m"ny years ago. 

Isaac E. PowelJ, born in 1861; married Elvia A. Kerns in 1882; have 
one child-Gracie; his brother, John C•• was born in 18.33; marriedJen­
nie B. Conley, of Preston ; bad onechiJd-Laura A.J., now deceased. 

C. C. Howell. born 1845; married Nancy J. Jolliffe; children-Ella 
M •• Virginia L., Esther A •• Ida B., Francis E., Claude, living; Is a 
scbool ('flicer in the district. 

John Kinsley. born in Ireland, 1827; came to thIs conntry with hiB 
father's family; married Eli?abeth J. }-'rum iI118.:>8; children-James 
A., John A•• E. S., George H •• Samuel A., Ida M., Margaret 1\1. and 
Elizabeth; went to California in '49, traveled mucb, relurued. and 
with his fllther, bour,.ht VaUey Furnace, 1854; r~n it four years, ·sinc; 
which it has been idle. 

George W. Bell, born inl8Jl; parents were Henry and Louisa BeJJ ; 
grandfather, Samnel Ctt came 1rom Irelan1 nnd settled in New York; 
later he moved to Pennsylvania and then to this State. 

T. ~r. Boyd, born 1856; married Lou l\f. Bayles; chiluren-Lennie 
Ethel and Edna S.; has taught school. sold books, etc. 

David Shaw, born in Fayette County, Penn., ISH; soldier in late 
war; manied l\1alissie J. Devault; children-Clark 1\1., Maggie M., 
Lizzie E., Annie C., James C., Emma M. anrl John Clarence. 

J. B. Hamilton, horn in Fayette County Penn., 1853; came in 1872; 
married Fannie E. Durr, of Greene County; children-Lewis 'V., 
Viola ~I. and Nancy Leon". 

.James A. Faulkner, born 1834; enlisted in Co. A, 3d 'V. Va. C. and 
served through tbe war; married Mary A. Miller in 1837; they had 
seven children. six o! whom are Hving. Mrs. Faulk.ner died in 187!!, 
and two years later he marrietl Margaret Hamilton; they Ilave had six 
children, only two of whom are living; be was SupervIsor two terms, 
and member of' board f)f eclucation four years. 

H. G. West, born In 'rAylor County, 182.> ; married Elizabeth Hol­
land; children-William H., Lancelot J.,:JohanJl8 H., Esther H., Sallie 
J., Hamilton G., James H., living; Sarah and Jane deceased; was 
Justice of the Peace, overseer of' the poor and school officer; a captain 
and major in the militia. snd prominent member of the Baptist cburch. 

http:bour,.ht
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Thomas Jackson, Sr., born in Yorkshire, England; came about 1853 
to this di~trict; died in 1883; son Thomas born, 1847; married Mary 
lIugill; childreu-Byron Thomas, Herbert EllIOtt, Arthur Garfield, 
}i'-ing; Ann Ellen, doceased ; was n teamster during tue war; refuses 
to be elected to any office. 

Peter MeMauon, born in Ireland, 1839; wben fifteen, came to this 
country aud settled here; married .Mary 'Monaghan; they bad two 
c11ildren; in 1861, 11is 110use was accideq.tally burned, and wife and 
c11iIdl'en perisued in tue flames-the woman, while trying to rescue her 
chIldren. Siuce t11en he has traveled throu~h fifteen :::,tl'tes and worked 
on public works, but 11as kept the old farm and never marrieo again. 

Amazia11 ~hahan~' was ensign in Company A, 1st W. Va. 'C., and still 
Das the flag 11e carried for t11ree years at the 11ead of 11is company. He 
a},;w 11as a medal voted by Congress, the State medal and corps badge. 
It is said thare is only oqe other medal from Congress in the county­
belonging to Levi Shumaker. 

M. H. Steele, born 1848; teamster during the war; married Mrs. Re­
becca A. Bixler; c11ildren-Effie Belle, Jasper. Laurenc0 H., Bessie. 

:i!~ieldin~ Kiger came from Winchester to this county in 1807; chil ­
dren-George, jacob, Leroy, S,rab, Mary A., Eliza, Amanda and Caro­
line. Leroy married 1\hy Wells and Jacob married Elizabeth 'Veils, 
and both now live In Clinton. 

Asaph C. Fletcher moved here from Marlon County in 1851; married 
Mary A. Campbell on March 12, 1829; died November 28, 1876; 
children-Polly, John, Nancy, Nimrod, Hannah, David, Ansou, Re­
becca, Benjamin and Isaac C., who is a surveyor of roads 1n the district. 

Joseph Trav!s came from Europe about 100 years ago aud settled in 
Virginia. His son Robert lemoved to Monongalia County in 1803; 
married Mary Trickett. 

Francis Stansberry came from New York about 100 years ago. His 
Mon Stepben settled in Clinton District ahout 57 year~ ago, and married 
Sarah Sapp; children-Joseph, Mary, Francis, Sard-b, Henry, Jona­
than, Stephen, 'Villiam, Elijah, Samuel, Ellen, Nathau, Jona, Delia and 
Maria L. Joseph, Joua, }'rancis aud Maria L. nnw reside in the dis­
trict. 

John F. Starrltt, son of 'Villiam Starritt, was one of the oM settlers of 
tbe district. He married Elizabeth Bell; children-Cordelia, J. Wes­
ley and Lucian L. 

Jacob Davault came trom Yirglnia about nlnf'ty years ago and settled 
in Clinton DiAtri('t. He had two children-Abraham and Pbebe. Abra­
ham was In the war of 1812. He married Mary Steele soon after the 
close of that war. Nine children was the result ot this union-Sarah, 
Oliv~r, Eliza, Edgar, Ashford, Margart\t, Theophilus, C. P., and 
·.rbornton. 

• By a mlstnke of an omcer llr. Shahan's name was spelled "Emesh-e" on the mns. 
ter rolls, and Is consequently so spellE'd In the war records and on his medals. 
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.James Steele was one or the early settlers of the district. His SOil 

John. who married Margaret Robinson, settled on Toms run about 
90 years ago. His son J?hn R. now resides on the old homestead. 

Reason Jemes, sou or John R. Jon~", llves in the district; married 
Rebecca Summers; children-Elizabeth, .Tosepu, John, Millard, Mar­
cBlla, Malinda (married Rohert Steele), Ella, Emma. and ~Iollie. 

Isaac Holland was one of the pioneer settlers oC the district. His 
eon Alpheus married Sarah A. Devault; children-James E., John M., 
Elmus, Samantha and Mary E. James E. married Josephine John in 
1876. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 


MORGAN DISTRICT. 


Geographical Boundaries and General Description-Indian Occu­
pation-Destruction of the Decker's Creek Colony-Early Set­
tlers-Settlers' Forts: Kern's, Cobun's and Burri~'-Growth of 
the District-Civil List-Towns and Post-Offices-Roads-Mills 
-"Rock Forge "-Iron Valley & Morgantown Railway-Noted 
Points: Dorsey's Knob, McKinney Rocks, Dripping Spring­

_	Religious Denominations-Cemeteries: Oak Grove Cemetery­

Schools-Statistics-Biographical. 

MOIlG.c~ DISTRICT is bounded on the north and north-east 
by Union District, from which it is partly separated by 
We'st run; on the' south-east Chestnut Ridge forms its 
boundary against Preston County; on the south and south­
west it is bounded by Clinton District, and on the west and 
north-west it is s'eparated from 'Grant and Cass districts by 
the Monongehala River. In shape, the district is ~ong and 
narrow-extending from north-west to south-east. 

Morgan District was the southern part of the first con­
stabulary district in 1807, when the county was divided into 
nine such districts. In 1831, Monongalia was divided into 
four constabulary distl'icts, and all of l\Iorgall north of Co­
bun's creek was in District No.1, while all south of that 
stream lay in District No.2. In 1852, the territory of the 
iListrict was comprised in the second magisterial district of 
the seven such districts into which the county was divided. 
The second district included besides the territory of Morgan, 
all that northern portion of Clin ton between Booth's creek 
and MOl'gan Distl'ict line. In 1863, Morgan Township was 
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established, embracing the tenitory of the present district, 
and named in honor of Zackwell l\Iorgan. In 1873, l\Iorgan 

Townsllip, by a change of designation mel'ely, became the 
present Morgan District. 

Tlle s,10pe of the district is to the north-west, in the <Ii­
l'ection of its streams. The surface is hilly and broken. 
The south-eastern l)art is comprised in the western slope of 

Chestnut Ridge. Through it Decker's creek breaks, cutting 
a gorge but little less than a canon, whose wild and pictnr­

esqu~ scenery is only surpassed by the Cheat RiYer Oanon. 
In the extreme north-western part are the celebratecl 
"Flats." They are formed by the fifth :l\Iorgantown terrace 

(see page 5(8). Of them Prof. "Tllite says: 

.. Owing to the comddel'able-2i5 feet-of the fifth'terrace n.bove 

the ri\Ter bed, ib; depo~it8 n.re frequently found far inland from the 

l\Ionongahela', on tributm:y strealll~. A \'ery extensive deposit of 

this kind occurs on a tributary one mile and a half north-ea~t of 

Morgantown, and the regj~)Jl, which includel-l three or fOllr square 

mileR, is significantly known as the 'tiats,' 'fhe elevation of the 

'flats' is 2i5 feet abo"e the river or 1,OGi; feet n.boye tide. The de­

positH on tIds area COJlsist n.hnost entirely of clars and fine sandy 
material, there being very few boulders intermingled. The depth 

of this deposit is unknown, sint'e a well ~unk on the In.nd of ~Ir. 

Bakel' passed through alternate beds of clay, fine tolaud and muddy 

trash to a depth of sixty-five feet without renching' becl-l'ot'k:' 

The district is drained by the nlonongahela and its trib­

utaries, Oobun's creek, Decker's creek and 'Vest run. Good 
springs al~e to be founel everywhere. The soil is good, and 

"ith fair attention yields very respectable crops. "1leat is 
said to average from 7 to 15 bmihels per acre; corn, 20 to 

50; oats, 15 to 30; potatoes, 70 and 90. Vegetahles and 
SIll all fruits do well. AppleR, ,pears, cherlieR, plums, and 

some l)eaches, are grown. Apples are the mnill crop. 
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Heavy forests once existed in the district, but they have 
largely been used, yet sufficient timber remains for all 
nee~led purposes. Oak, poplar and chestnut were the lead­
ing kinds. Large quantities of pine still remain on the 
head-waters of Decker'!::; creek, where a considerable por­
tion of land remains unsettled . 

. The mineral wealth of the district-its coal, iron ore anel 

limestone-will be found fully described by Prof. Steven­
son, commencing on page 223 of this book. 

Of wild animals in tlw district, in a very el1l'ly day, the 
Imffalo roamed in some numbers. As lute as 1823, wolves 
have llOwled, ana in 1800, bem's, deer, elk and panthers 
were to he seen. Now, a fox or wild cat is to be seen once 
in a while, in the south-eastern part and a few copperheg,ds 
a,nd rattlesnakes are still to be found on the mountain side. 

The wild tlnimalluu; been succeeded by tIle domestic an­
imal, and herds of cattle, flocks of sheep and droves of 
hogs are seen upon the hills of Morgan, which are finely 
adapted to grazing and stock-l·aising. 

INDIA~ OCCUPATIOX. 

To huut and fish were the objects thnt brought the 1n­
qiaus from the Ohio to the hills and streams of l\Iorgan 

District. They had temporary hunting camps and villages, 
at the mOllth of Cobun's creek and other places, where 
mussel shells, arrow heads, etc., are to be found to-day. 

DESTUUCTIO~ OF THE DECIrEn'S CREEK COLONY. 

'Yithel's makes tlleir destruction to llave taken place at 
the mouth of Decker's creek, while tradition makes that sad 
event to have been two miles up the creek nt Philip Har­
ner's. Tradition also has it Decker (nleallillg a Decker, as 
there was more than one) was bitten hy rattlesnakes, by 
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one account, and killed while escaping from Indians. An­
other tradition makes him throw his sCJthe over a fence i~l 

some grass and jump over to cut grass for his horses. He 
lit in a bunch of copper snakes, and was bitten to death. 
This last t~>adition needs the omission of the scythe, be­
cause scythes did not come into use till long after the last 
trace of a Decker in the couuty. (See page 35.) 

EAHLY SETTLEHS. 

The following are among the pioneer settlers of l\Iorgan 
District: 

li5S-Thomas DdCkn ]770-Alex Parker 1773-Wm. HAymond 
liH.3-Col. John Evans IiiO-James Rus~ell 1774-Peter Parker 
--Garrett Deckpr InO-Alex Burris lii4-John Large 
li66-Nicbolas Decker li70-Jonatban Cobun lii4-Jo~iab Veacb 
---DavirlMorgsn IiiO-Francis Tibbs lii4-Thomas Hurbert 
176H--Zackwell Morgan liiO-LE'wis Roa:ers 17i4-ElIjllh Burris 
1769-8amuel0wens 17i2-Michael Kern Iii4-Arti l urTrader,Jr 
17iO-'Vrn. Josepb lii2--James Templin Iiid-Henry Hilines 
l770-Edward Dorsey ]i72-1sa8c Lemasters lii5-N. Harris 
liiO-John Burris lii2-Jacob MiJJer 17i.)-Jonsth. Newland 
li70-.fohn Burke 1i72-Johll Woodfin I775-WIll. Houghland 
liiO-Conrad Crouse li72-Rlcbard FieldlJ Iii.3-James Stockwell 

SETTLEHS' FOUTS. 

From 1774 to 1776, all the settlers' forts and block-houses 
'Were built by the whites for nrotection against the Indiaus. 

1{ern'8 Fo1'l_-It was a stockaded fort, built on the lauds 
of Micllael Kern, just back of the present Fair Ground, 
and between the old J{ern's house (now occupied by Jmues 
Reay) and Decker's creek. It llad a command of the sur­
rounding country. It was among the largest forts in the 
county, and was the general rallying ground, in times of 
more than usual danger, for the west side. Nothing l'e­
mains to mark its dimensions or site, and neither record, 

tradition or human memory offers anything further of it. 
Cobun's port.-It was two miles from Kern's F01>t, on 
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lanas of Jonathan Cobun, mul ,vas near Dorsey's I(nob~ 
Not even its exact location can be determined. It was 
either on the lands of Richard M. Dorsey or Clark Everly. 

Burris' Fol'l.-It was on the" Flats" on the Burris land, 
but nothing of it comes down from the past to the present 
but its name. Its location can not be detel'lnined, beyond 
what is above giyen. 

GUOWTH OF 'I'HE DISTInCT. 

The growth of l\Iorgan District, like the balance of the 
county, has been slow; yet it has been sure, until to-clay the 
district stands with 25,615 acres of area, the sixth district in 
size, of the seyen l1resent districts into which the county is 
divided. 

In 1880, with 2,772 inhabitants, it is the most populous 
district in the county. In' 1883, with $935,084 of wealth, it 
is the wealthiest district in the county. 

At this late date it is impossible to trace all the ~en who 
Imye been instrumental in settling, in building up and im­
proying the territory of the district. William Joseph (orig­
inally written Josephs) came here from Delaware in 1770. 
He married Sarah Stafford and settled where E. Jackson 
EYans lives. They had four daughters and fiye sons: Lem­
uel, Jerry, Nathan, Hezeldah nnd John (father of Jerry 
J mmph, the miller). 

Ja"cob Nuse and his wife, EYe Ann, came from Germany 
and settled on the old homestead, above Roc}\: Forge, at an 

early day. They had two SOl,lS; one died, and the other, 
)Iichael, married Susan Harner. Th~ir children were Jacob, 
l\Iary, George, Phebe Ann, Philip, Henry, ,Villiam, Abra­
lunn and ,l\Iiehael. 

Of the Burris and other pioneer families we can get 110 

account. 
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George Dorsey, of Elk Ridge, Maryland, came in 1801, 
and bought the Cobun farm. He married Sisson, sister of 
Dr. Stevens, of Fayette County, Penn. His son Benjamin 
was the father of Benjamin }I: Dorsey, of Morgantown. 

Charles Bennett came into the district about 1778. He 
next settled on the "Runner Farm," five miles from 1\101'­
gantow~, on the Kingwood pike, where he remained until 
1806, when he moved to Scioto County, Ohio, and died in 
1825, at the remarkable age of 116 year8.* He had several 
daughters, and four sons: Charles, Robert, Caleb and John 
H. John H:I' raised a "family of twelve children. His 

oldest son, George Bennett (born July 12, 1794), manied a 

1tliss'Villiams, of New Jersey, and lived on Decker's creek 
until 1856. He was a soldier in the war of 1812. He ha(l 
two daughters, ~Il's. Samuel Tibbs and nIl'S. William 
Molsey; and two sons, J olln H. and Allen. The eldest son 

settled in Kingwo~d, and one of his sons is the Hon. E. A. 
Bennett, of Cabell' County, who was a major of volunteers 
in the late war, serving foul' years, and who was State 
Auditor from 1871 to 1877. 

Abram Guseman came from 1\Iartinsburg in 1779, and 
settled on Decker's creek, and built the Hagedorn mill. 
His son, John' W. Guseman, lives at Reedsville, Preston 
County. Henry Runner married Elizabeth Thomas, an(l 
came from l\IaryIanc1. Their sons were l\Iichael, 'Yilliam, 
Daniel and Lewis W., who lives one mile above Morgan­

• It is related of hIm that on the day he was 116 years old, he was called on gener­
ally by his neighbors and friendS, who brought congratulatory messages. One or 
these saId: "Uncle Charles,.You have now reached your sIxteenth year a second time, 
and I suppose you ought to be again enrolled in the m1lltla." (sixteen baIng the age 
fixed by law). "Oh, no," said he, "I have served a tour of one hundred years and am 
now rather expecting an honorable dIscharge." Sure enough, thtscame a rew weeks 
later, and the aged mUltlaman was mustered out. 

t The ages of John IL, hiS wife and twelve chlldren. aggregated 1,ooi rearM,or'j.(. 
years each, and two are st1ll11vIng. 
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town. JolIn Kennedy canle from Maryland, ancl married 

Mary Runner, at an early clay. 

CIVIL LIST-MAGISTERIAL DISTInCT OFFICERS, 1852-1863. 

JUSTICES. 

!852. 18.3G. 1860. 
Henry Kennedy Manlitr Hayes Augustus Haymond 
Daniel Haldeman Francis Madera George .M. Eeay 
Henry Dougherty James Hawthorne 
Lee Roy Kramer Lee Roy Kramar 

CONSTABLE!'!. 

1832-Henry Swindler, T. F. Hurry lS56-Edwiu Clear, Elias Stillwell 

TOWNSHIP OFFICERS-1863-1873. 

JUSTICES. 

1863. 18137. 1871. 
J ••r. Fitch B. F • .Baldwin James A. Davis 
J. R. Fleming Manlitf Hayes Malllitl Hayes 

CONSTAB:UJo;B. 

1863-Harvey Staggers, Kinsey Fife 1860-Uriah Rider, Kiusey Fife 
1865-8. G. Chadwick, Kinsey ~"ife 1871-Uriah Rider, James OdlJert 
1807-Thos. M. J'ohnson, Kinsey Fife 

INSPECTORS OF ELECTIONS. 

] 86;l-Manlftr Hayes, D.H:Ch<)dwick lS68-E.C.FinnelJ, W.R.Pas~orJus 
1864-ManlitfHaY6s, D.H Chadwick 186!l-G. M. Reay, J. W. Guseman 
1805-Manlfff Hayes, D.H.Chadwlck 1870-F.W.ThoDlpson,J.C.WalJa~e 
1SOO-J. A. Dal'is, F. W. Thompson 18il-lt\\V.Tbompson, Ed. Shisler 
1867--F.W. Thompson, L. S. Layton 

SUPERVISORS, TREASURERS. OVERSEERS OF POOR. 

1863--F. R. Sinclair 1863--F. K. O'J{elley 186:l-AsR Hall 
18G6-~lanlitl· Hayes 1864--WiJliarn Lazier J8(,1-Eph. Choeu8 
1&i7-Jame~ Evans 18H.1--J. A. Davis 1868--Asa Hall 
1868--F. R. ~iDc)air 1800--.1. C. Wagner CLERK. 

1870-8. n. McVh!ker 186i--J. A. Davis J863-i3--E. H. Coombs 

DISTRICT OFFICEllS-1872-1884. 

JUSTICE~. 

lSi2-James A. Davis J876--F. W. Thompson 1880-William Jackson 
Harvey Staggers Harvey Sta;;gers Harvey Staggers 

CON~TABL}<~S. 

1872- U. Rider 1876--John S. Derin" l&"O--W. I. Protzman 
James Odbert James Odbert Levi Shumaker 

TOWNS A.ND POST-OFFICES. 

The only town ana post-office in the district is l\Iorgan­
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town, while Uffington is close to one border and Easton is 
on another boundary. 

ROADS. 

The old IGngwood road-the oldest road in the county, 
described on page 536-runs through ~Iorgan District. 
The Morgantown and Bridgeport Turnpike, or liver road, 
runs along the river in the west and north-west of the dis­
trict. The Kingwood, 1\Iorgantown and West Union Turn­
pike passes through the district to the south-east, and the 
Pennsylvania, Beverly and 1\Iorgantown Turnpike runs 
through the district from Collins's Ferry to 1\Iorgantown, 
and thence to Evansville, Preston County. Besides these 
pikes, there are several county roads. In 1882, the district 
was divided into seven road districts, and the following per­
sons were appointed supervisors in them: 

District No.1, Jonah McMillan ~ No.2, 'Vm. l">eterson; No.3, J. 
B. Kenneuy ; No.5, Garrison M cCI ure ; No.6, Samuel B. McVicker' ; 
No.7, Joseph A. l\[cClarnall. 

~IILLS. 

The first mill in the district (and with Ruble's mill the 
first two in the county) was a. log mill erected by 1\[ichael 
;Kern just above the site of the present 1\Iorgantown mill. 
Some years later Kern erected a better mill on the site of 
the present Morgantown mill, which was erected by John 
Rogers in 1826, and passed into the possession of Dr. 
Mackey in 1867. Jerry Joseph & Son at· present are in 
chlU'ge of this mill. 

1\Iichael Kern, Jr., built a mill one mile below Morgan­
town, on the I'iver, which did a large business. In 1867, it 
passed to James Allender, who sold, in 1872, to Jacobs. A 
saw-mill and carding machine was attached 'to it. The 
slacking of the I'iver destroyed the dam and the mill was 
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torn down. Thirty yeal'S ago, it dia a wonderfully large 
business. Hagedorn's ~Iill was built about 1807, by Abram 

Guseman, ana w~s in the possession of the Guseman family 
until 1869, in which year it was bought by Lewis Hage­

dorn and Peter J. 'Yeinig. ~Ir. Hagedorn came from Han­

over, in 1853, and has the reputation of being well read and 

a firm friend of free schools. He and ~Ir. 'Yeinig still own 
and operate the mill. 

Henry Molisee has a small grist mill and blacksmith shop 
seven miles above" Rock Forge," on Decker's creek. 

ROCK FORGE. 

This place is three miles above ~IOl'gantown, on Decker's 

creek. A forge, company store, stone ruill, blacksmith shop 

and other buildings were el'ected. A second forge was on 
the creek above it, and Valley Furnace (a quarter stock­

capacity 3 tons in 24 hours) stood two ..and one-half miles 
from the first forge. In addition to what is given in the 

Industrial History, we haye gleane~l the following: The 

Decker Creek Iron 'Yorks were not always under control of 

one management. In 1856 or 57 James H. Crane took 
charge of one forge and a furnace, and ran it about fOUl,' 

years. Robert Bendall, and after him James Kinsley, ran 

the £-lunace. In 1843, Joshua Crowther and the Rey. 

Edward Pr~ce came 'n'om England and inspected the ores on 
Decker's creek. In 1844, Crowther &; Co. bought the 

works. The Crowthers were Joshua, Joseph ana Benjamin, 

sons of a great iron manager in 'YolYerhampton, Stafford­
shire, England. They ran awhile, but ceased for want of 

transportation to mal~ket, anel left, pronouncing tlle Ol'es 
and coals abundant and sufficient, when transportation 

could be secured to mm·ket. Joshua located the iron works 
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at South Pueblo, Col., for Jay Gould & Co., and managed 
theJn until his death, one year ago. The forges and furnace 
al'e -gone, scarcely a vestige being left. The mill lies in 

ruins and hut a few llOuses remain. Charles J. Johnson, 
since 1873, has ran a wagon-making and blacksmith shop at 
the site of the lower forge. 

Ilto~ YALLEY .1:; ~lOnG.ANTOWX RAILWAY. 

This road is projected to run up Decker's creek. On the 
1st of April, 1881, T. 1\1. Jackson/~ Chief Engineer, with J. 
C. ~Ieredith and C. E. Grafton, assistant engineers, com­

menced at the Preston County line and ran down Declier's 
creek to )Iorgantown, and down the east side of the riYer, 

a route for this railway. On the 18th of July, 1882, they 
located fourteen and one-half miles of this route, from 

1\Iorgantown up Decker's creek to l\Iasontown in Preston 

County. 
XOTED PODiTS. 

On the Dorsey homestead, on land owned by 'Yarren C. 
Dorsey, is a hill terminating in a high point, from which a 
grand yiew of the country can he obtained. It is said for 

thirty miles the country can he seen in every direction. 
This hill has been known for years as "Dorsey\; I{nob." 

.J.llel0inney Rocl':.'<.-On the south side of Decker's Creek, 
one mile below the Big Falls, is a ledge of rocks 300 feet 
high, honey-combed and in curious shapeH. rrhey are on 

lands of Harrison l\IcKinney.-I' 
'l.'he Pripping ~~:'p)'infJ is five miles from Hagedorn's l\Iill, 

on the old IGngwood road. Over a rock ledge, for some 

"T. )[•• Jackson Is from Clarksburg-..,\ graduate from Washington amI Lee rnlyer­
Slty, and present county surveyor ot I1an'L<;on County. .J. C. ~Jered1th l<o; from Win­
chester, Virginia. C. Eo Gratton Is trom New CUlDberland, Hancock County, and Is a 
grndua~e or the We;t Ylrg1nla l:nlverslty.· 

t lIurrlbon ~[cKlnney und .Joseph, his brother, are sons or Luke )[cKinney, who came 
from Hampshire County, seventy-three year:J ago to Uock Forge. 
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twelve or fifteen feet, water drips and collects in a spring at 
tIle base, which has been known for over 100 years as the 

" Dripping S~1l'ing." 
HELIGIOUS DE~Ol\IINATIONS. 

The :1\lethodist Episcopal denomination seems to have 
been in at an early day. This district is in the :1\lorgantmvn 
Circuit, which embraces }lorgan and Union, with nine ap­
pointments. There are three :1\1. E. churches: ~lellon's 

Chapel, Rock Forge, on Decker's creek, and Drummond's 
Chapel, on the "FI~ts.·' ,Vooclland church is a union 

church, but is used by the 1\1. E. denomination. A class 

meets at. the Dorsey school-house. No records of these 
churches can be founel, and tradition supplies _nothing 
definite. The ministers serving on the circuit will be under 
religious denominations in Union. The present minister 
in charge of the circuit is the Rev. ",Y. J. Sharps, a native 
of Taylor C,oullty, who has been in the ministry fourteen 

years and is now serving his third year here. 
The Baptists have one church-Pleasant Hill-whose 

pastors will be given in the appendix if they can be yet 

obtained. 
CEl\IETEUIES. 

One of the oldest cemeteries in the district was the 01e1 
l{ern's graveyard, near the site of Kent's Fort, and likely 

commenced in the forting days of 1774. TIle olel san(l 
tombstones, it is said, were torn up, and the graves of the 

dead were levelecl down by the plow! Human greed for 
gain had no respect for the sleep of the llOnored Revolu­
tionary clead. 

OAK GnOVE CEMETEnY.~!-

Between the Evansville and Fairmont pikes, a few minutes' 
• The certincate or Incorpor-aUon was tUed August 1, 1865. In the clerk's omce or the 

county court. Tbe Incorporatord were ~{arttn Callendlne, W. T. Willey, John .T. 
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walk from MOl'gantown is "Oak Grove Cemetery" which 
was laid out in 1865. Ample grounds, neatly laid out and 
tastefully adorned, greet the eye, where fitting marble 
appropriately marks the sleep of the deacl 

SCHOOLS. 

Of the subscription schools of early days but little is 
known. A school was taught in early days at· the Popinaw 
Spring, near O. H. Dille's. 

Morgan school-clistl'ict is divided into nine' sub-districts. 

SCHOOL COMl\USSIONERS-1865-1873. 

1865-.Tolm Mills lS69--A. C. Woods 
Lewis W. Runner 18iO--John Mill~. president 
WiUiam Lazier A. C. Woods 

1866-6i--.Tohn l\Iills J. R. Fleming 
N. C. Vandervort 1871--A. C. Woods 
George M. Reay John D. Robinson 

1868-.Tohn Mills John R. Fleming 
- Vandervort 1872--.Tohn R. Fleming, president 
-Kennedy John W. Guseman 

1869...-.Toun Mills Frederick Breakiron 
-- Vandervort 

BOARDS OF EDUCATIOX--1873-1884. 

18i3-.Tohn R. Fleming, president; John W. Guseman and Frederick 

Breakiron. ' 
I8i5-Frederick Breakiron, president; W. C. Dorsey and James 

Pixler. 
18i1--Coleman Vandervort, president; .T. G. Davis and Leonard 

Selby. 

1~79-LewI8 Hagedorn, preeic:1ent; Leonanl Selby, Joseph Harner, 

Warren O. Dorsey and Henry ,C. Baker. . 
18B1-.T. -W. Pixler, president ;.E• .T. Evans and .Tohn Choen. 

1883--J. O. Vangilder, president; E. J. Evans and \Vm • .T. Wells. 

SECRETARIES--1865-1884. 

1869-i2-E. H. Coombs 1873-F. J. Kern 1881-Clark W. Pixler 
I872-W. S. Cobnn 1877-JIl8. N. Davis lSS3-Geo E. Vangilder 

Brown, E. C. Bunker, lUchaI'd B. Carry, ,T. Y. Boughner, Jacob P. Shafer, II. W. 
BrOCk and George M. Hagans. On the 5th ot AUgU8t, 1805, they bought 8M acres ot 
land tor $900 {rom W. T. Wmey and laid out OaI~ Grove Cemetery. 

42 
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SCHOOL ENUMERATION BY YEARS. 

!
YEAR. 

8 
o 

-----------------------------1---------------­1869............ ..... .................................... .......... 
 24~ 213 1 456 

~~:::::::::: .:~~::::::::::: .::::~:::~~::::::::::::::::::: :::::: ::::: ~~~ ~ 4 :M 
1876 ..... ......... ....... . ......... ......... ....... .... ...... ..... 291 2041 
 6411fr17................................. ..... ...................... 269 244 10 
 523 
Ifr18................................................................ 267 242 7 f 516 

1879..............................................................._ 263 229... ...... 492 


Nothing further than these few years can be found on the 
school records. 

BIOGRAPHICAL SI\:ETCHES. 

CAPT. GEORGE WASHINGTON MCYICKER.-His great-grand­
lather Duncan McVicker, came from Scotland to New Jersey, 
and was a paymaster in the Revolutionary army under Wash­
ington. He married Nancy McCollum, and removed to 
Bedford, Penn. From this place James Me Vicker, one 
of his sons, went to the South Branch (of the Potomac 
River), and there married Permelia McNamar. They re­
moved to near Brownsville, Penn., and' after a short time 
started to Randolph County, but stopped in Monongalia 
County about ninety years ago. J ames McVicker kept a 
tavern stand where T. J. l\Ieeks resides, in 1800. His chil­
dren were: Elizabeth, wife of Qwen John; 1\Iary, wife of 
William J oIln; Sarah, wife of Purnell Houston; Matilda 
Buck, James Madison, Maria Costolo and George W. 

J ames Madison McVicker married Catharine Costolo, and 
their children were: Permelia, who married William Reed 
(father of J. 1\1. Reed); George "\Vashington, the subject of 
this sketch; Samuel B.; Bebecca, wife of William Vander­
vOl't; Amanda, wife of Coleman Yanc1ervort. 

George 'Vashington McVicker was born on the 20th of 
October,1831. He was raised on a farm, and married Alcin­
da Rude. His second and present wife is Mattie M., daugh­
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ter of Eben Clear. Their children are: Ella, wife of Chal'les 
A. Reed; J. C. McVicker, dental student at Philadelphia; 
Clark 0., salesman with Thornton F. Pickenpaugh; Maude 
and Bertie C. 

In 1857, G. W. McVicker was elected Road Surveyor for 
the east side of the river, and served two terms. He was 
elected Sheriff. in 1866, and served till 1870, In 1872, he 
was re-elected for four years, and, in 1880, was again elected 
for a term of fOUF years. So far, Capt. McVicker has been 
the only one ever elected for three terms of the sheriffalty 
in the county. 

He helped raise Co. D, 3d W. Va. C., in August, 1862, in 
which he was commissioned Lieutenant, and upon the 
death of Capt. Utt, he was commissioned as Captain, July 
18, 1863, and served as such until the close of the war, being 
mustered out June 30, 1865. 

Capt. McVicker, with Co. D, participated in sixty-five 
battles, engagements and skirmishes. Among the battles 
and engagements ;e1'e Winchester, Wytheville, Blacksburg, 
Lynchburg, second Winchester, Boonesboro', heavy battle at 
Winchester, Fisher's Hill, Dinwiddie Court-house anel 
Moorefield. For several days priolo to Lee's snrrender, the 
Company was engaged every day in one or more skirmishes 
and engagements. Capt ~IcVicker, with his company, was 
present on the 9th of April, 1865, at Appomattox, when the 
civil war ended by the surrender of the Army of Northern 
Virginia to Gen. Grant. 

JOHN ROBI:NSON came from England in 1815, and settled at Valley 
Furnace, Preston County. He moved to this county in 183,j. His 
son John D. is the only survivor of the family. He married Eliz­
abeth Hill in 1849; children-F. M., J. H., M. E., E. IJ., J. 0., 'V. 
R., 'V. S. and Margaret, who married P. F. Harner. 
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UNION DISTRICT . 


.Geographical Boundaries and General Description-Geology of 
Cheat River Canon-Hanging Cliff-Brock's View-Eagle Cave 
-Monnd Builders-Indian Occupatie)U: Buffalo Poupd,Cataw­

ba'Var-path-"\Vhite Pioneers and Early Settlements-Fort 
Dinwidilie-Peirpont's Fort-Growth from 1770 to 1884-Civil 

List-Polling Places-'.rowns: Stewarttown,.'Easton-Roads­
~[ills-:Mail Service-Jackson's Iron'Vorks-Suulluer Resorts­
Camp Eden-'l'he IJock-Projected Railways-Religious De­

nominations-Cemeteries-Schools. 

U~ION DI8TRIC'r is Lounded on the north by the State of 
Pennsylvania, from which it is separated by the 1\1ason and 

Dixon line; on the east Chestnut Ridge separates it from 

Preston County; on the south and south-east it is bOlulc1ed 

by n10rgan District, from which it is partly separated by 

,Yest's run; and on the west the l\1onongahela River sepa­

rates it from Cass District. 
The ten'itory comprisec1 in Union District in 1807 consti ­

tuted the northern portion of the First (constabulary) Dis­
trict, of the nine established that year. In 1831, when the 

county was divided into four such districts, it again con­

stituted the northern portion of the First District. In 1852, 
its territory became the larger part of the First ,I\Iagisterial 

District of the seven such into which the county was divi­

decl. In 1863, Union Township was established embracing 

the territory of the present district. In 1873, Union Town­

ship, by a change of designation merely, became the present 
Union District. 
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The district is drained by the l\Ionongahela and Cheat 

and its branches, aff~rding water power for machinery. 
Good springs abound. Tl1e surface is broken and hilly. 

The soil is productive when properly cared for. The hills 
carry a clay loam, while chestnut lands anel the bottoms are 
more of a sand loam. 

Heavy bodies of timber one day c?vered the hills, but 
the lumberman and the charcoal-burner have used large 
quantities; yet enough remains for all needed uses. Oak 
and chestnut remain in largest quantities, with a fair repre­
sentation of poplar and hickory, and some sugar, sycamore, 
ash and locust. 

Fruit does well, excepting peaches. The cereal produc­
tions are fair, with attention and culture. ",Yheat averages 

from 7 to 10 bushels to the acre; corn, 20 to 50; oats, 15 to 

40. Rye, buckwheat and barley are not much cultivated. 
Potatoes do well, yielding from 50 to 75 bushels per acre. 
Grasses yield well. Stock-raising should be a profitable 

business, as stock thrives and does well. 
The wild animals have left: the panther, bear, and wolf 

have not been seen for nearly fifty years. A few wild cats 
remain in mountain fastnesses, where a rattlesnake or cop­
perhead sometimes is encountered. An occasional wild 
turkey, and now and then a deer, is seen along the moun­

tain side. 
Iron 6re seems abundant throughout the district; espec­

ially in the eastern or south-western pad, it exists in large 

quantities. 
Limestone of good quality is to be found in different 

veins, varying in thickness from two to eighty-five or .ninety 

feet. 
Several veins of coal are found, of cliffel'ent thicknesses. 
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From the river past Stewarttown to near Easton, a large 
bed ot the Connellsville coking coal is found, which, tested 
by actual experiment, yielde4 a good coke. * 

GEOLOGY OF CHEAT RIVER CANON. 

The following def?cription pf the geology of Cheat River 
Canon is taken from a paper read by Prof. I. C. White be­
fore the American Philosophical Society, and afterward 
published in pamphlet form under the title of "Notes on 
the Geology of "Vest Virginia." Prof. White traces the 
canon from Ice's Ferry to Albrights, in Preston County, but 
only so much of his paper is here reproduced as refers to 
the canon in this county: 

"At this [Ice's] ferry the roaa leading from Morgantown, W. 
Va., to Uniontown, Pa., crosses the river which, emerging from 
the canon of No. XII, one mile above, now flows between low 
hills of the Barren measures with the Jfalwning '8andstone making 
bold cliffs along the immediate banks. About one-fourth of a mile 
above the ferry, a small steam puts into the west bank of Cheat 
over the Mahoning sandstone cliffs, and descending it from the 
Morgantown road near Mr. Bayles, the following succession lllay 
be seen (Sec. 1): 

1. Coal (crinoidal) .......... .......................................... l' 

2. Shales, gray........... ~ .............................................. 10' 

3. fj,f/tales, red............................................................25' 

4. Shales and concealed...........................................45' 

5. Shales, brown, sandy..........................................10' 

6. Coal, Bakerstolon . ................................................ 2':t 

7. Sandy shales and shaly sandstone........................ 50' 

8. 	 Upper Malwning sandstone, very massive and peb­

bly....................................................................30' 
9. 	Shaly sandstone, intermingled with .~laty coal 

and representing Brush Creek coal of Pa.......... 3' 
10. Sandy shales........................................................ 7' 

11. Lower Mahoning sandstone, visible..................... 85' 

12. Concea}ed to level of Cheat River........................l0' 


"Thc Uppcr ][ahoning sandstone, No.8, is very conglomerate at 
this locality, so much so that it was once extensively quarried for 
mill stones on the opposite (east) side of the river. The Upper 

• Nlnet.y bushels were hauled to FaIrchance Furnace, where It was coked under 
direction ot the superintendent, R. L. Martin. who pronounccdlt a talr grade ot cOke. 
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Freeport coal lies about 10 ft. below the level of Cheat River at the 

mouth of Bayles' run, where our section ends. 
"In passing up the river south-eastward from the ferry, the rocks' 

rise very rapidly toward the Chestnut Ridge axis, and the top of 

No. XII makes its appearance above river level in a massive dam­
like wall just bE>low Mr. Ley's, and not quite a mile above the ferry. 
The intervening Lower Coal Jfeasure8 are not well exposed [thic~­

ness about 250 ft.J. The only coals in these measures here are the 
Upper Freeport, and one that comes about 160 ft. below it, being 

11-2 ft. thick, and very excellent coal. It is either the Middle or 

Lower KUtannill.q, most probably the latter. Above Mr. Ley's, the 
rocks rise about 400 ft.-450 ft. to the mile, and bring the top of the 

Mauch Chunk shale~ (No. XI) 'above river level at the mouth of 
Quarry run, a small stream that empties into the east bank of 
Cheat, one mile and a half above Ice's Ferry. It cuts a fine ex­

•posure through No. XII, and in descending to the river along 

its right bank this section was got (Sec. 2) : 

1. Sxri.:~.~::.~~~~~.~~~:~:..~~~~~~~(:~~.~:.~.~:'.~~ 2f)' 1 ~ 
2. Concealed.......................................... 40' rt 

3. 	Very, massive pebblv. flRmlstone.... ...... 75' ;::t 

coal O'lO"l I ~ 
4. Coal 	 sandstone 0' 3", Quakertoum coal? l' 4" 117~{ coal 0' 3") 	 ,.
5. Black, slaty shale.............................. 10' (!) 0 

6. Sandstone, gray, massive.................. 20' >-j ~ 

7. Shale 'With strea'ks oj coal......... ......... l' ~t 

8. 	Sandstone, grayish-white, massive, ' . 9 

base of No. XII...... ............ .......... ... 15' 

9. ShN~~s.x1~~.~~: .c.~~~.~~.~~.~..~:..?:: .~~:.~~ 20' g~ 
10. Red sltale.'l. ................... ....... ............... 10' ~ g­
11. 	Greenish sandy shales and flaggy sand­

stone................... ............ ................ GO' 300' 
m12. 	 Concealed to mouth of old oil well 

boring ............................................ 25' ::r' 

13. 	Flag~y sandstone and shales (Mr. Ley's
authority) in oil boring.................. 185' J~ 

14. Limc8tone, Umbral, lIfounfain. &c...... 85' 
15. 	Sandstone, (Vespertine, No. X) to bot­

tOUl of 1101e.................................... 700' 


"Immediately below this last stratum [No. 3J, there comes a very 
interesting little bed 'oj coal which is quite persistent for many 

miles ~long Cheat River, being generally separated into two lay­

ers by a thin sandstone or shale. It [this veinJ never gets thicker 

than 2 ft. and seems to be quite' pure, simulating the 'block' coals 

http:ShN~~s.x1
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in physical aspect. Since it appears to come at the same geological 

horizon as the Quakertown coal of Lawence County, Penn., I have 

doubtfully referred it to that bed. At the horizon of No. 9 occur val­

uable deposits of iron ore all along the Cheat river mountains on 

each side of Chestnut Ridge, an.d they were formerly extensively 

mined and used at the Henry Clay, Laurel, Green Spring and other 

. furnaces. It is kno-wn as the 'Swi8hcr,' and ~Vo'tlJltain' Orc, and 

was mined by both drifting and stripping, the bed sometimes at ­

taining a thickness of two feet. 

"No. 15 is very probably not all No. X, but the lower portion 

doubtless penetrates the Ca{.<1kill or Chemung, if the former be ab­

sent as Prof. Stevenson claims." 

"In passing up Cheat River fr~lll the mouth of Quarry run, the 

rocks rise quite rapidly, and at one-half mile south-east from the 

locality of the last section, all of the lJIauch Clmnk shale, and 

nearly half of-the lJIoHntail~ Limcstone haye appeared above water­

level, where on the left bank of Cheat, they reveal this succession 
(Sec. 3) : 

1. Sandstone, current-bedded . . 10'l ~ 
2. Concealed . 	 15' ~ ~ 
3. Red Shale . .. 10' l ~~ 
4. Limc8tone, fossiliferous, impure B' r p po 

u1':· 8Shhal1es, red land green . . 156:i' ~ 6. a es, mar y . '. . 
7. I~imestone, grayish-white, massive. . 25' g~ 
B. Shale, calcareous, very fossiliferous. l' (I) ~ 
9. 	 Limestone, massive, gray, to level of Cheat ~ g. 

River (850' A. '.r. by Bar) 15'J gS­
"Continuing south-eastwards up the river, the rocks still rise 

with great rapidity, and at one mile and a half above the last 
locality, only 2} miles from where the top of No. XII first emerges/ 
from the bed of Cheat, we get the following succession in descend­
ing the ?lul<?st vertical wall on the right bank of the river (Sec. 4) : 

1. Very llutssive pebbly sandstone 20'1 
2. Concealed. . . . . BO" No. XII. 
3. Sandstone, massive, coarse 20' 165' 
4. Concealed. . . . . 45'Ja !:;of5. Shales and concealed . . 20'] ==- r;
6. Red 8hale . . . . . ]0' § ~ 
7. Sandstone, greenh;h, current-bedded HJ5t ~ =-­
8. •Rcd, and green shales and concealed 50' 295' 
9. LimclJtone, impure. . . 10' g:,. 

10. ShaleH, green and red . . . 25' ~ 
11. l"laggy sandHtone and shales . 15'!O 
12. 	 JJfowdain limestone, in layers 1'-10' 


thLnk, separat-ed by thin calcareous 

shales ... 95' 
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13. 	 Sandstone, finely laminated, and con­
taining pebbles oj limelJtonc . 10',) 


14. 'Silicious limestone,' grayish-white .5' I 
15. Sandstone, flaggy . . . 10' I 

~No. X. 
bedded . . . . 80'J 305' 

16. Sandstone, massive, pebbly, current­

17. 	 Concealed to level of Cheat River 
(875 A. T.) 200' 

" About one-fourth mile above the last locality, another section 
taken on the same (east) bank of Cheat River reveals the follow­
ing structure (Sec. 5): 

1. 	Massive sandstone, and conglomerate, 
making lower half of No. XII . 100' a~ 

2. Concealed . . . . 50') g-E 
3. Sandstone, flaggy, and current-bedded 160' !:' 0 

4. Layers of breccia . . . . 2' P;"::r' 
5. Concealed and red shale . . 40' 292' XI. 
6. Lime8tone, impure . . 5' ~ 
7. Red 8hale, and concealed 35' e­
8. ~Iounta'in L'iuwstone, visible 85' CP 

9. Concealed . . . . 25'10. 'Slliciou.'i lime.'Jtone,' . . . 10'}
11. Sandstone, massive, pebbly . 100' No X 
12. Concealed with flaggy sandstone a.t base 435~' 
13. Concealed to Cheat River (885' A. T.) 150' 

"It [Silic'iolt.'J Limestone, No. 10J is a light gray rock, containing 
possibly 40-50 per cent of lime, and would make as good pavelI!ent 
blocks as that from 'Vesblloreland County, Penn., so extensively 
used in Pittsburgh and vicinity. 

"The rocks still rise quite rapidly south-eastwards as we approach 
the Chestnut Rldge axis which crosses Cheat River about one mile 

and a quarter above the locality of Sec. 5. 

" About one-half mile south-east from the locality of the last sec­
tion, a smalll'ivulet falls over the base of No. XII. and completely 
exposes the beds at the junction of No. XI. with the former, exhib­
iting the following in descending the steep east bluff of the river 

(Sec. 6): 

1. Conglomerate, very maHsive . 100' 
2. Sandstone, coarse, few pebbles. 50' 
3. Shales,sandy,buff, contains some 1.0 20' 
4. Sandstone, massive, buff . . 10' 
5. Shales,yellow,and green,contains1.0. 30' 
6. Sandstone,greenish,somewhat flaggy 140' 
7. Layer oj breccia, calcareous 2' 

. 8. Sandstone, green, flnggy 20' 
9. Layer oj breccia, calcareous I' 

10. Shales, red and green 45' 
11. Limestone, impure.. 10' 
12. Red shales, and flaggy sandstone 45' 

No. XII. 
180' 

293' 

~ 

~ 

(5" 
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18. Mountain Limestone • • 100' 
14. 'Silicious limestone' and Pocono }

sandstone' . . . • 125' No. X 
15. Concealed to level of Cheat River 450' 575' 

U A few rods farther south from the last locality another meas­
urement of the beds gave this result (Sec. 7): 

1. Massive, pebbly sandstone • • 130'} No. XII. 
2. Shales and shaly sandstone, buff 35' 185' 
3.. Shales, greenish, sandy . 30' 
4:. Sandstone, greenish-gray, flaggy 90' 
ft. Red and green shales . . 12' 
6. Sandstone, greenish, massive at top, 

flaggy and shaly below 

'1. Brecciat~d lime8tone • • • 

8. Red andgreen shales. . . 
9. Blue sandy shales, and green flaggy SS . 

10. Lime8tone, impure, fossiliferous 
11. Red and green shales and sandstone 
12. Mountain Limestone. . . 
Ca.) Massive limestone in layers 1'-5' thick, 2~'1 

sparingly fossiliferous. • . 
(b.) Shaly limestone and calcareous shales, 

very fossiliferous, especially rich in llJ.Productu8, Spirifer, Athyri8, Lopl~o-
phyllum and Crinoidal columns. 5' 

(c.) Lime8tone, gray, good, few fossils 45' 
(d.) Shales and limestone, . 35' 
13. 	 'SiUdoU8 limestone,' passing gradually 

into sandstone below. . . 30' No. X. 
14. Sandstone, massive, pebbly, current­ 60S' 

bedded, making cliffs . .' . 100' 
16. Concealed to level of Cheat River . 476' 

"Here the 'Silicious limestone' runs down into the underlying 
sandstone to a depth of 30 feet and finally fades into sandstone so 
imperceptibly that it is impossible to fix the line between the two. 

".Just above this locality, about one-fourth mile, the Chestnut 
Ridge Axis crosses Cheat River, four and a half miles from Ice's 
Ferry. At the latte:? locality, the top of No. XII. is 300 feet under 
the river, while h~re at its axis its top comes about 1,300 feet above 
Cheat River, or 1,400 feet higher than at Ice's Ferry, since the 
stream falls nearly 100 feet between the two points. 

"Here at the crest of the axis, the Great Conglomerate makes a. 
broad and gentle arch, being almost horizontal for nearly a. mile 
and a half. Its outcrop is traversed as usual by great intersecting 
fissures, which are often 3 to 4 feet wide, and separate the stratum 
into immense blocks, some of which, 50 feet on a side, have toppled 
over into the steeply sloping edge of the canon, and look from a. 
distance as though a slight push would dislodge them into the 
great chasm beneath." 
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Within the bounds of this district is situated some his­
toric scenery, so. beautiful and sublime as to instantly kindle 
the artistic eye and fill with enthusiam every sympathetic 
beholder. Prof. White gives a fine description of this at­
tractive region in his Notes, as follows: 

"The scenery along the crest of this great arch is the 
grandest and most picturesque to be found on this river, 
famous for its wildness for a distance of nearly 200 miles. 
There are two points from which the outlook is especially 
fine. One of these, known as 

HANGING CLIFF VIEW, 

is on the east side of the I"iver·and about one mile above 
the locality of the last section. Here the river benei.s 
sharply westward and a long, narrow ledge of No. XII. 
sandstone, extends in a bold cliff far out into the main 
course o~ the canon. From this elevated point, the eye 
takes in a radius of 25 to 30 miles for neal:l y three~quarters 

of the horizon; to the south-east one .looks up through the 
great gorges cp,rved by the river out of Laurel Hill and 
Briery mountain, to the vicinity of Rowlesburg (30 miles 
distant), where on' a clear day, the white puffs of steam and 
smoke from the B. &, O. R. R. engines may be distinctly 
seen, as the heavily laden trains wind up the steep slopes 
of the Alleghanies to Cranberry Summit, the lofty peaks of 

. whose surrounding mountains loom proueUy against the 
horizon; to the west l1l,ld north, the eye has an unobstructed 
view down the canon and out over it's fast receding· walls, 
to the great plateau of the Coal Measures, which'sculptured 
into endless forms of hill and dale stretches away to the 
limit of visiOlJ, in delightful contrast to the rugged moun­
tains on the east. Add to this the wild dash of the l"iver 
as it rushes along over its rocky bed more than, a thousand. 
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feet almost vertically below, disappearing in a silver thread 
far up and down the canon, and we have a picture enchant­
ing in the extreme. The other point is 

BROCK'S VIEW, 

named in honor of the late Dr. H. 'Y. Brock, of the W. Va. 
University, who first discovered the beauties of this portion 
of the canon. It is on the opposite side of the river from 
the Hanging Cliff, nearly one mile below, ancl is scarcely 
inferior in grandeur to the latter. 

"In desce~ding from Hanging Cliff View to the river the 
following structure is visible (Sec. 8): 

I 

1. Massive conglomerate 
2. Concealed to base of XII . 

. 75'~ No. XII. 
110') 185' 

3. Concealed . . . . 190'}MaUCh
4. Shales, red, green, &c., containing an Chunk 

impure limestone just below centre 100' 300' 
5. 	Sandstone, greenish-gray, current- Shale 

bedded . . . . 10' 
6 . .J.l[ollnfain Limestone • • 95' 
7. 	 Concea.lep, with occasional 8howing 

of limestone and shales . 60' 
8. Concealed to level of Cheat river . 425' 

"In descendinK from the same Hanging Cliff to a point 
one-half mile further up the river, and just below the' Bea­
-vel' Hole,' the following succession ~a~ observed (Sec. 9): 

1. Massive conglomerate, visible . 65'iNO. XII 
2. Concealed to base of No. XII. .' ]20' 185' 
3. Concealed . . . . 60' 
4. Sandstone, green, flaggy . . 25' Mauch 
5. Concealed, but showing frequent out- ChunkJ 


crops of green, flaggy sandstone . 195' 295' 
6. Sandstone, green, massive, visible 5' Shale. 
7. Concealed, . . . . 10' 
8. ltfoltntain Limestone . . . 120' 
9. 'SclicioU8 Lirne.c;tone ' • . 3ll' 

10. 	Poeono sandstone, masgiveandpebbly 
at top, hard and flaggv below to the 
level of Cheat river . . 425' 

"The J.1Iol.tnta'in L-i?nestone contains some extensive cav .. 
erns along Cheat liver, and one not far from the locality of 
this section has been named the 
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EAGLE CAVE, 

from the fancied resemblance of one of it~ stalagmitic aCCl.l­
mulations to the outspreacl of an eagle. It has been fol­
lowed into the mountain side for several hunch-eel yards, 

and those who have explored it, report some extensive 
rooms in this cavern." 

At this point in the Notes the. Preston County line is 
reacheel, and further descriptions are omitted as being for­
eign to the purpose of this work. 

MOUND BUILDERS. 

Some bones found on Cheat River, it is reported, would 
indicate the presence of this race in Union, but beyond this 
and the fact of their being on Cheat River, nothing definite 
can be given or found. 

INDIAN OCCUPATION. 

The Indians used the dis~rict, like the rest of the county, 

for a hunting ground. Stone-pile graves were once numer­
ous in the district. A very large and peculiar one is still 
rem:.l.ining on the lands of . James P. McClaskey. 

PIONEERS AND EARLY SETTLElImNTS. 

~rom 1769 to 1777, we find the following persons making 
settlements in Union: 

PIONEERS. 

176S-David McNe'al 1770':"'Wm. Stewart 1772-John Hoa;d 
1769-Eph. Richardson 1770-Robert Lowther 1773-Samuel Ruble 
1869-John Collins 1770--!\Ioses Templin 1773-Jobn f:J{Jlsor 
1769-Jolm Pierpont li7l-Joseph Barnett 1773-Tbomas John 
1770-Samuel Sutton l771-Samuel LewelHn liia-Robert Gal/oway 
1770-Francis Warman 1772-Job Sims 1774-Robel't Curry 
InO-Thomas Craft 1772-Jon. Reese 1774-Jacob Rogers 
1770-Robt. Cbalmbers 1i72-Jacob Clark 1776-Jobn McFarland 
1770--Philemon Askins 1772-George Parker 1776--0ha8. Donaldson 
17iO-John Scott l772-Thomas Evans li76-John Daugherty 
1770-Edmond West l772-William Norris 

William Stewart and Thomas John settled near Stewart­
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town; John Pierpont one mile' from Easton;, Chalmbers 
settled at Ice's Ferry and sold to John Ramsey. The 
early settlers called all of Union east of Cheat H Cheat 
Neck," on account of its great bend; and all of Union west 
of Cheat was called" EOl'ks of Cheat." 

FORT DINWIDDIE. 

This fort stood just beyond 1¥Iajor W. W: John's resi­
dence, and is supposed to have been sometimes called 
Rogers's Fort. It commanded a fine 'View, and was of some' 
size. Why it was called Dinwiddie no one knows. Tra­
dition has it that Indians once came to attack it from the 
east side of Cheat, but that the river was so high ·that they 
could not cross it. 

PIERPONT'S FORT. 

This fort was built on the Pierpont farm, and stood on 
some spot between the residence of the Anderson heirs and 
Pierpont's church. One or two spots have been pointed 
out as the site of the fort. 

GROWTH FROM 1770' TO 1884. 

From 1770 to 1808, the growth of the territory of the 
district was very slow. In the latter year, Jackson's Iron 
Works ",vere commenced; and, until1B50, the iron industl·y 
accelerated the development of the district. Since 1850, 
the growth of the district has been gradual but slow, want 
of transportation killing the iron industry. 

Of the seven districts into which the county is divided, 
Union is the third in size, and contains 38,590 acres; sixth 
in population, containing 1,707 in 1880; seventh in wealth, 
containing $511,087 worth of real and personal .property 
in 1883. 



671 UNION DISTRICT. 

CIVIL LIST-MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT OFFICERS, 1852-1863. 
JUSTIOES. 

1852. 1856. 
Charles H. Burgess Charles H. Burgess 
John M. Cobun Jl\hn Rude 
William Robinson William Donaldson 
Beth Stafford James T. McClaskey 

CONISTABI.RI!I. 

1852. 1856. 
Henry S. Coombs Isaac .F. Roby 
John Bly John Bly 

1860; 
William W. John 
John Bowers 
William Donaldson 
James T. MoClaskey. 

1860. 
William Robinson 
Thomas D. Hawker 

TOWNSHIP OFFICERS, 1863-1873. 

1863. 
.James T. McClaskey 
Leonard Warman 

1863. 
J 08eph Hartman 
E. C. Donaldson 

1865. 
J. D. Colebank 
James Ferrell 

1863-Geo. V. Coombs 
18G4-James Rare 
18G5-Geo. V. Coombs 

JUSTICES.· 

1867• 
Elihu R. Ridgeway 
John N. Dawson 

CONSTA~LES.t 

1867. 
J. I. Swindler 
A. 	D. Lyons 

1869, 
W. L. Jaco 
F. L. Stafford 

SUPERVISORS. 

18GG-Wm. Donaldson 
1867-Wm. Donaldson 
1868-G. D. Ridgeway 

1871. 
Elihu H. Ridgeway 
John N. Dawson 

1871. 
G. F. Moore 

1869-G. D. Ridgeway' 
1870-W. I. Vandervort 
1871-H~nry S. Coombs 

INSPEOTORS OF ELEOTION~. 
' 1S63-Joseph Smell 1866-Jacob Newman 1869-Jacob Ne1\'man 

J esse Lewellen Jesse ;Lewellen Thos. M. Jarrett 
1864-Joseph Smell 1867-Jacob Newman 1870-Jacob Newman 

Jesse Lewellen Jesse Lewellen Thos. M. Jarrett 
1865-Joseph Smell 18G8-Jacob Newman 1871-Jacob Newman 

Th~s. :M. Jarrett Jesse Lewellen Thos. l\I. Jarrett 

OVERSEERS OF POOR. 

1863-67-John N. Baker 1867-72-William H. Stewart 

TOWNSHIP CLERKS. 

1863·65-1!'. A. Coombs 1867-69-F. A. Coombs 1869·72-A. C. Rude 
1865-67-J. N.iDawson 

*1865,.E. II. Ridgeway, to fIll vacancy. 
t To fin vacancle~: 1864, Owen Dunn and John Sheets; 1860, John !'heets and J. I. 

Swlndler; 1868, W. 1.. Jaco; 1870, W. Fowler and J. 1.. Conn. 
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'l'OWNSRIP rREASURERS. 

1863-65-Jobn Rude IS66-Joseph '3mell 1869-Wm. Donaldson 
1865-Enocb Moore 1867-69-A. C. Rude 

DISTRICT OFFICERS, 1873-1884. 
JUSTICES. 

*lS72-John N. Dawson ISi6-Albert C. Rude 1880-Geo•. W. Laishley 
Albe;t C. Rude Oliver Bayles .E. H. Ridgeway 

CONSTABT,}~S. 

*18i2-Wm. E. Houston 1876-George F. Moore lSSO-William Mack 
F. L. Stafford - -- J. G. Phillips 

rOLLING rLACES. 

It seems the Court-llOuse was the voting place until 1833, 
when Ross's and J anett's were e'stablished as pOlls. J ar­
l'~tt's was near John N. Baker's;\' and was a poll until about 
1852, when Loftus (I;l0W Dr_ N. H. Tripplet's) was estab­
lished in its place till .1864, 'fhen we finel the poll at Bur­
gess's; about 1865, it was moved to Bowers':\: store where 
it now is-seven and three-fourth miles nol'th-east from 

:Morgantown. 
The pon at Ross's § continued from 1833 till ..1868, when 

we find it at ,Easton, where it now is. 

STEWARTTOWN.II 

Stewarttown lies along the west base of a high cone-like 
hill surmounting a long high l·idge. It is seven miles north­
east from the county-seat. The town was laid out by 

-Elected August 2"2,18;2, to take oIDce January 1, 18i3. 

t John N. Baker 1s a son ot George Baker, !l gunsmith, who came trom Lancaster. 
Penn., to )Iorgantown about a Imndred years ago. lie ownea and Uvea In a log house 
where John H. IIotIman's residence Is. lIe mal'lied Ellzabeth Noms and had ten 
daughters ana two sons-George and John N. John N. married Nancy, daughter or 
George Non·Is. 1'llelr chlldren are: Frances E., wl!e ot Dr. Geo. B. Morris; Levarah 
G., wUe of Dr. N. II. 'l'rtlllllett; IIarrlet, wire of John H. Bowers; Andrew C. and John 
nenry. 

:s: John II. ]lowers came from near New Geneva, Penn., in 1840, and married Levarall. 
G. Bal~er. He started his present store In 1862. 

§ Enoch Hoss came about 1813, and mart'lccl Jmznbetll :?tUller. lfheir son, Hobert C. 
Ross, lives on tIle home farm, about four UlneS from :Morgantown • 

•2It seems that Middletown at first was Intendeq tor the name of the town. 

http:STEWARTTOWN.II
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Charles Stuart * (now written Stewart) sometime Lefore 

1815. On ~Iay 8th of that year, he f?old lots Nos. 8, 9, 10 
and 11 on the west side of the main road in the Bew town, 
to John Rhodes for the sum of $300. On February 27, 
1816, he sold lot No.7 to Daniel Stewart for $100; and on 
the 11th of nIarch, Charles Stuart and J alle his wife sold to 
Christian Pixler for $150 "three h~lf-acre lots, on the town 
called' nIidcUetown (by some called Stuarts Town)". They 

were lots Nos. 2, 3 and 4. 
In l\Iay, 1819, Lemuel .John (father of Lancelot John) 

opened the first store, and Joseph ~ictor sold goods for him. 
From the store day-book we quote the following prices: 

Coffee, 50 cents lb.,; calico,62:i cents a yard; a twist of tobacco, 

6± cents; fine comb, 31t; sugar, 18{ per lb.; Illuslin, 75 centR per 

yd.; a scythe, $2.50 ; a nutmeg cost 12 centH, while copperas and 

indigo sold at $4 per lb. 

Afterward Henry Wise brought a stock of goods to the 
town. About 1836, John W. Sturgis kept a store; about 
1839, Johns & Evans, whose store burnt. John Evans and 
one Witherow were storekeepers in the place. In 1854, A. J. 
Stewal·t kept a store, followed, in 1855, Ly A. P. Stewart, 
whose store burnt. Thel1 came H. S. Coombs, John 
Hagans, one Wegley, John I. Conn, - Coombs, Dr. G. W. 
John, E. W. St. Clair, and, in 1876, Snyder & St. Clair (E. 
M. Snyder and E. ,Yo St. Clair). 

• Charles Stuart was the son of WUllam Stuart, who was born In County Cork, Ire­
land, In 1727, and came, in 1.45, to Lancaster County, Penn., and, In 1";'00, marrIed 
ElIzabeth Givens. They came out to Monongalla about lITO, with theIr family of three 
chUdren: 1. JOhn, who settled on Stewart's run, Grant DIstrict; 2. Nancy, who mar­
ried Hobert Parks and went to Ohio; 3. Charles, who rode a yearllng calt across the 
mountains. They had five more chtldren: 4. Hobert, who went to Kentucky, and was 
a scout and hunter under Boone; he married a lUss Dunlavy, s~ter of LouIs Dunlavy, 
the head or the Shaker Society or Kentucky; Daniel and Alexander, :who were twln~ ; 
5. Daniel was a eaptaln In the War ot 1812, and married Ann Kelso; 6. Alexander, In 
1.94, married Rachel Brown, and went to :Fayette County, Penn., and one ot their sons, 
Wllllam, married BellnlIa John, and one or theIr sons is A. J. Stewart, of Smlth::Iclu. 
Penn.; 7. Elizabeth, who marrIed James Bennett; 8. Sarah, who marrlrd 'TIlOlU:lS :!Ilc­
Klnler. 

43 
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Among the pllysicians here we have account of Spencer 
~Iorris, Daniel Wade, G. W. John, A. P. Stewart, one Has­
son, Hugh Davenport and Frank John. 

The postmasters llave been Daniel Witherow (1850), 
Amanda John, G. 'V. John, Nicholas Blosser, Amanda 
John, E. W. St. Clair (1869), E. 1\1. Snider (1876). 

Owen J olln kept a tavern for ye~rs, followed by:H. S. 
Coombs and others. In 1849, Col. L. H. Jenkins carried on 
tailoring. 

Want of an outlet to market has caused .Charles Stuart's '-If 

town to improve slowly .. 
E. A. Haldeman established his wagon and buggy factory 

in l\Iarch, 1877. He is a natiye of Fayette County, Penn. 
The capacity of his shop is fifty vehicles per year. Mr. 
Haldeman is a good workman and an energetic man. 

Robison's tannery was built, oyer sixty years ago, by 
Casper Orth, who sold it, in 1831, to William Robison (the 
son of James Robison), who married J\Iiss )IcCl'a. James 
Robison came from Grant District. His wife was Elizabeth 
O'Neal. He died in 1877, and his son, "''''. ",V. Robison, en­
larged the tannery, which now consists of two two-story 
buildings-one 40x20 feet and the other 40x28 feet; capac­
ity, 1000 hides pel' year. 

The town contains the follo.-wing residents: Mrs. Susan 
Lewellin, John Cunningham, E. 1\I. Snyder, postmaster, 
Daniel O'Grady,' stone 'mason, E. A. Haldeman, wagon 

* Charles Stua.rt married his cousIn Jane. 'I'helr children were: William, Robert, 
JOhn, Nancy, Montgomery, Isabel Blosser, Same Kilwtne, and El1zabeth. _ Charles 
Stuart finally sold his property, and went to the regIon or the Little Kanawha River, 
where he died at tIle age or 83. Soon atter the Revolution, Charles Stuart bad two 
uncles (brothers Of his father-Charles and Robert) who came out. Charles's children 
'Were: WilHam, l{obert, JOhn, Charles, Rebecca, Jane and Mary. Robert was an 
English grenadier In Canada. ll1s children were: George, John, Robert, Samuel, and 
three daughters, all or whom went to Indiana. 
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maker, Nicholas Blosser, blacksmith, and A. Dilliner, who 
resides in the old Owen John* ht}use, and is a lumber 
dealer. 

EASTON. 

This village is three miles east of Morgantown on the edge 
of Union District. It consists of a store, a mill and several 

it Thomas and Sib1lla John came trom Wales to Chester County, Penn., about 1745. 
They had eight chlldren: 1. WllUam: 2. Catharine, who married Jeremiah St1llwell 
Rnd died in Bedford, Penn. Her chlldren were: Nancy, JOh:!], Obadlah, EUas, Thomas, 
James, Jeremiah, Sib1lla, Rachel, Catharlne and Marlon; 3. David: 4. Thomas, who 
remained in Chester. I1is chlldren were: Sarah, John, Prisc1lla, llary, James, 
Catharlne, Thomas, Lemuel, WllUam, EUzabeth, and Jeremiah; 5. One who died 
whlIe crossing the Atlantic; 8. John; 7. James; 8. LemueL 

John John, the sixth chlld, W1lllam, the first, James, the seventh, and Lemuel, the 
elghth, came out to Monongalla about 1771 or 72. Afterward DaVld, the third son, 
came out also. John John took up and purchased 2000 acres ot land in 1772. He was 
unmarried, went into the Revolutionary War, and was never heard ot afterward. 
lVill1am became heir-at-law to 1000 acres of his land, and James, Lemuel and David to 
the other thousand. DaVid, the thlrd, died young. fils children were: Sab1lla, 
Catharine, Lemuel, Mary, Ellzabeth and Fanny, who are all gone from the county or 
dead. 

Lemuel John, the eighth son, married Rhehama Kirkhart and settled near where 
Joseph Smellllves, in 1772. 'l'hey had no chlldren. . 

James, the seventh son, settled on the head-waters of Camp's run (on land now 
owned by Lancelot John). lIe married Mary Wlll1ams. 'l'heir chlldren were: 'I'hOmas, 
Sibllla, John, Mary, W1lUam, DaVid, James and LemueL James remained from 1772 
till 1788, when he bu1lt a boat and went down the OhIo to the mouth of the lUama 
River and settled. II1s descendants are about Dayton, OhIo. 

W1l11am John, the first son, man1ed :Mary DavIes (when they were both cllUdren 
they came over on the same shIp from Wales). lie settled on the head ot Kane's run. 
Tbelr chlld~n were: Jane, M111er, 'who went to Ohio; 'I'bomas, who went to :Missouri: 
LeWiS, WhO married a "'eUner; Lemuel, Owen, Rcbecca, who man'ied Reuben Brown; 
:Mary, and W1lliam, who man'led ~IaIJ ~lcYicker and died here. WUliam's cbUdren 
were: Owen, Mary A. Evans, Dr. G. ". John, Amelia, EliJ:abeth St. Clair, Jane Franks 
and J. MadIson. . 

l\Iary manie(l Enoch Evan~ who came from Greene County, Penn., about 1803. Their 
children were: W1lliam, Sarah Hoss, :\Iary Cobun, George W., Carol1ne HanIs, Eliza 
Reppart, Enoch J. (generally called "Jack Evans," and who now re&ldeson the home­
stead fann), and Eugenius. 

Owen married Elizabeth l\IcYIcker; children: Belinda Stewart, :\Iary :\1111er, Caro­
line Miller, Major W. W. John (of near Stewart town), Eliza Stewart, B. Franklin, 
Amanda DlLllner and VIrgmia Dilliner. 

Lemuel John (who had the first store at Stewarttown) manied Susannah Fret,vell, 
of Fauquier County, Ya. TheIr chndr~n were: WIlHam 1!'., Thomas J., Lancelot (of 
near stewarttown), Lemuel N., Agnes, Chapman, }'ascal, Asbury and Christy Ann. 

In the old Baptist burying-ground, near Lancelot John's, are burled the following 
persons of the John famlly and theIr kIn, remarkable for longevity: 
W1ll1am John, (Ued 1814; aged 71 'Owen John, dIe(1 18fl8; aged 8) 
Jeremiah Stillwell, "1821: "80 Enocll Evans, " 1874; " 96 
Elizabeth WeItner, "1S.3.}: "84 1\Iary Evans, " 18HO;' " 89 
John :MeFarland, "1839;" 90 Elizabeth John, " 1883; 9",.! 

l\lary .John, " 1846; "!).l Elizabeth Stewart, "188.'3:" 8f 
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dwelling-houses. A post-office was established July 9,1860, 
at Charles Lewellen's; was moved, in 1863, to James 
House's,+:- and then to the store at Easton, built and owned 

by Thomas ,V. Anderson, who becarr:e and is' still postmas­
tel'; assistant postmaster, E. S. Stewart. ,Dr. Charles 

:\IcLane suggested the name Easton for the post-office 

because it is ~ast of 1\lorgantown. 
The store after Anderson, was kept by Charles Franks, 

about 1876; then St. Clair & Snyder; ,~loser ~ Lyncll, 
1878; Shay &; Bayles, 1879 ; Rock Forge &; Easton Grange 

Association, 1880-83; April, 1883, W. I. Vandervort & Co., 

a farmers' store; sa.lesmen, E. S. Stewart and Elza Stewart. 
The mill was built by Henry Koontz, in 1874, and then 

came in the possession of ,Vm. Anderson."\- David ~avage 
was miller in 1882. The present miller is B. 1\1. Lee. It is 

a large steam mill; capacity, 120 bushels a day. 
Samuel F. Kelley is the proprietor of the blacksmith shop 

in Easton. He commenced business in April, 1880. 
The residents of the town are : Jackson Blaney, 1\1. F. 

Conwell, Lock Stewart (cooper), V. Fleming, Willi~m 1\Iack, 
S. F. Kelley (blacksmith), 1\Irs. Hartman, Robert Holyfield, 
William Johnson and ,V. R. Stafford. 

Easton Grange, No. 390, Patrons of Husbandry, was or­

ganized here in 1878, with about twenty-five members and 

held meetings in the upper part of the store-room till 1882. 
R 0 ADS. 

The main road is th~ l\Iorgan~own anc1 Bric1geport Turn­

* James House came trom Springh1ll Township, Fayette co., Penn., In 1842. He mar­
ried Dianna Uoss. 

t Wm. Anderson came trom county Tyrone, Ireland, In 1818, to Maryland; then to 
near E,lston, in 18:12. He married Ellen Wright, and atter her death, Elizabeth 
Coombs. One or his sons, Thomas W., Is postmaster; another, John C., Is secretary or 
the Board or Education of T.;nlon DistrIct. They are sons by his second wife. 
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pike (generally called the l\Iorgantown and Uniontown pike), 

entering the district at Easton and running to the Pennsyl­

vania line., It is located yery near an old road used seventy­

five years ago. The l\Iasontown and Independence Turn­

pike, called the Ice's Ferry and Tunnelton Turnpike, runs 

from the first named road into Clinton District. A county 
I'oad runs from lUorgantown, via Stewarttown, to the Penn­
sylvania line on Cheat. A ~l.'Oad from Ross's of one mile con­

nects this road with the pike at· Easton. Besides these 

roads various district roads run in every direction. In 1882, 

Union District was divided into five road precincts. The 
court appointed the following S111'Veyors: 
Preoinct. Sw't'eyol". Preoinct. FiIll'N'IIOI' 

No. 1. ...........James Robison No. 4............'V. E. Houston. 

" 2 ............ 1\1. F. St. Clair " 5............J ames Beatty 

", 3............G. F. C. Hartman 


~IILLS. 

The first mill in the district was built by ~amuel Ruble,* 

whp came in 1773. It was a tub-mill. His son Jacob tore I 
down this mill and built an overshot mill, attaching a card­

ing machine. It burnt clown in 1822, and he built again; 

and into this mill, in 1840, burrs were placed. In 1823, an 

attempt was made to rob and murder Jacob Ruble by Ned 
Casedy, Isaac Rodgers, and Black Nick (a negro Hercules), 

which caused ~reat excitement at the time. The following 

account of it was given the writer by Jacob Ruble, Jr.: 
On a December day, toward evening, whilst Jacob Ruble was at 

work on his mill, It few yards from his dwelling-house, and while 

Rut.h Ruble was leaving the house, Isaac Rodgers came to buy 

whiskey. Ruth told him to go to Ruble at the mill. :xot heeding 

her, he kept on, going into the house. Uuth followed hilll, and 

it Samuel Ruble man-\ed a JennIngs, of Turkey Foot (now Contluence, Penn.). TIl'! 
only son who reached manhood was Jacob Ruble who married Ruth Rllo(}('s. They 
had eIght chlldren : JoshUa, Samuel, WillIam, .Jacob, :\lary, Ruth ami ~arah .Jane the 
Wite ot ,John Q. Saddler. 
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gave him the whiskey. He watched where she put the money he 

paid her. As he went out the children noticed him feel up and 
down the door to see if there was a lock on'it, which they told their 
mother. The house contained a large room running clear across it, 
and two bed-rooms back of it, a door opening into each from the 
front room. In one of these the children slept; in the other, Ruble 

and his wife, and in which stood a case of drawers, into one of 
which Ruth threw the money Hodgers paid her alllong some other 
coins and some watch chains, making considerable rattling. In 
some smaller drawers above were one thousand dollars in silver. 

The whiHkey also was kept in this room. 

At night, some of the children being sick, Ruth Ruble went in to 
sleep with them. Ruble was sleeping by himself in the room where 
the money was kept. About 12 o'clock, Ruth, on awakening, 
beheld three men in the room. One of them in a whisper told her 
to keep still or they w<;mld kill her. Leaving the room (which they 
had entered by mistake), they left the negro to guard her. Casedy 
and Rodgers entered the room where Ruble was sleeping. Ruble 

was a resolute, fearless IllQ.n ; tall, powerful and wen-propo~tioned, 
and would weigh over 200 pounds. They proceeded to the drawer, 
and, grappling in the dark for the money. rattled the chains, which 
awakened Ruble. Rodgers grasped him by the throat, saying to 
Casedy, "Shoot him-why don't ye shoot him!" Casedy snapped 
a horse-pistol twice at his head. Ruble broke Rodgers's hold and 

rose up, when Casedy hit him on the head with the butt of the pis­
tol, cutting his head badly and partly stunning him. Ruble threw 

up one hand to his head, and then against the wall, where the 
bloody print Illay yet be seen. Both villains instantly grabbed 
him. They struggled into the outer rooUl, across it to the open 

door, and into the yard. Ruble had recovered from the stunning 
effect of the blow, and they could not throw him. The negro left 
off watching Ruth while the lllen were scuffling, and ran up and 
grasped Ruble. Rodgers said, "Stab him!" Casedy drew a long 
knife from his coat, which he had borrowed froUl l\Iorg Gaskill a 
few days before. Ruble, standing quiet in the grasp of Uodgers and 

Black Nick, with a quick kick sent the knife out of Casedy's hands, 
and, with a surge, fell on a table standing in front of him. The 
table turned over with him and Rodgers and Black Nick, which 
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broke their grasp of Ruble, who sprang up and ran toward the mill 
for a handspike.· As Ruble went over the table, Ruth carne run­
ning out the door with an axe, which she ha?- seized the moment 
Black Nick left her bedside. She struck Casedy'~vithit in the back, 
and Rodgers, who gained his feet as she struck Casedy, seized it,out 
of her hand, and, swinging it, aimed a Illurderous blow at her 
head. Ruble's dog came up barking from an out-house and sank 
his teeth into Rodgers's leg, causing him to let the axe fly wide off 
its mark and out of his hands. Ruth ran back into the house and 
cOIllmenced blowing a conch shell, which she grasped froUl the 
wall. Black Nick and ,Rodgers grabbed Casedy, ,vho had stag­
gered to his feet, and, half dragging and half carrying him, hurried 
around the corner of the house in retreat, just as Ruble was return­
ing with the handspike from the mill. The whole struggle from 

the time,Rodger~ grasped Ruble in bed until they took to flight 
lasted not over four minutes. Ruble never uttered any cry for 
help. He found the knife the next morning in the yard. Haskill 
identified it and told to whom he had loaned it. Rodgers was gone 
the next morning, and was never seen in the country aga~n. 

Black Nick confessed; but was not arrested, as he had been leu on 
by Casedy and Rodgers. 

Tradition has it that John Ramsey had a mill on the site 

of ~amuel Jackson's log mill, which, with a log clam, 'Villianl 
Donaldson-)~ thinks was built about 1800. 

Samuel Jackson's son Josiah built the stone mill (still 
standing, but-not used) on the site of the log mill. In 1820, 

he built a frame dam costing $7000, which went out in 18:39 
for want of repairs. Below this mill about seventy-the 
yards, .the Pridevale Company built a frame mill which 

burned. The present mill was built by Smyth, Chess & Co. 
The present log dam was built by Dayid Chess, in 1869, and, 

with repairs to the mill, cost $22,023.08. 

Hanison Stafford, some forty years ago, built a mill for 

• Willlam Donaldson is a son ot James Donaldson, who waf! a son of Charles Donald­
son who settled tn 1776. lIe kUlell a wolC over 00 years ago In Lnton, aml recelvell $~.50 
tor its scalp. 

http:22,023.08


680 HISTORY OF 1\IONONGALIA COUNTY. 


grinding corn, at the mouth of Quarry run. Rode's flouring 
t 

mill was built b~t'veen Ice's and Stafford's ferries. Jacob 
Ruble, Jr., built. it mill on Cheat, now gone. 

MAIL SERVICE. 

There are two mail routes through the district: one fl;om 
Morgantown to Fairchance, Penn., with Easton and Laul'el 
Iron Works post-offices on it; and the other from l\'Iorgan­
town to Smithfield, Penn., with Stewarttown post-office on 
it. The postm~sters at these offices are given under Stew­

arttowll, Easton and Jackson's Iron 'Yorks. 

FERRIES. 

The highest ferry on Cheat was the upper Stafford FelTY 
at the mouth of Quarry nID, kept by Harrison Stafford, 
forty years ago. The next is Ice's Ferry, .established in 
1785, with Andrew Ice';~ proprietor, and thi'ongh a typo­
graphical error recorded "Andrew J ee's felTY." Ice, in 
1799, leased the. ferry for five years to John Henthorne. 
Nicholas Vandervort and Cornelius l\'IcShane bad it bef01'e 
1852; George James, 1853; Thomas 1\1. Jarrett, Thomas 
Hawkins, 1855; Samuel James, 1859 ; James Hoard, 1863; 

.Rufus E. Weaver, 1865; - Benson, 1866; Ge.orge " .... Rob­
inson; and from 1877 to the l)l'e.sent, Isc.tac Hastings. 

The next ferry was Charles 1\Iagill's (the maternal grand­

father of Isaac Hastings) at J acksoll'S Iron 'York~ estab­
lished in 1806. Below this came Stafford's Ferry, establishecl 

it Tradition states that Frederick Ice was the father or Anettew Ice and ot Adam Ice, 
born in 1769, and said to have been the first white child born west of the Alleghany 
:MountaIns; and that when WaShIngton, tn li84, was on the Monongahela examining 
the country t{) see if a canal could b~ made from the Potomac to the !lIononga­
hela, the party one day came across Andrew Ice. Washington asked Ice It a canal 
could be cut from the head waters of the Potomac to the head waters of Cheat. Ice, 
.who dIll not know WashIngton, answered, No. Washington reppated the question, 
and Ice, surveying him, replied witIl an oath, "Stranger, you're a mighty flne looking 

'mun. but you or no other man is a flne enouglliooking to do such a thing." 
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in 1805. The next was James Clellanc1's, established in 
1792. Cl~l1and had a large family. His sons 'were: Fl'an~ 
cis, Alexander, J a'fues Larkin a,nd John; daughters: Sally 
Robison, Peggy, Drusilla, Nancy, Rl{oda, Mary Collins, 
Susanna Hall and Ann Hall. 

The last ferry on Cheat In the county is the "Lime 
Ferry," or Lewellin's Ferry, situat~d where' the Pennsyl­
vania line crosses Cheat. ~/It was opened by Samuel Lew­
ellin* at an early day-probably in 1785 or 90, but there is 

.no l'ecorcl. The ferry 'has been kept by Samuel Lewellin, 
tIle ~U1SOl'S, Jonathan Jordan, Aaron Brool{s, Wilson Jen­
kins, Jesse Lewellin (1851-71), and by Jacob Conn, from 
1871 to the present. time. Just by this fen'Y is a Vel'Y deep 
,hole, called "Sulsor's Hole," from a Sulsor being drowned 
in it in an attempt to touch its bottom by diving:I' 

On tlie 1\Ionongahela River is Lewis Stone's Ferry at the 
mouth of Crooked run, established in 1883, and Collins's 
Ferry at the mouth of Robinson's run, established in 1791, 
which will be described in {Jass Distlict. Near this ferry, 
in Union District, stands an olc1log house (now owned and 
occupied by Amos Gapen), which, tradition says, is the 
oldest house in the connty,-that it was built by Col. Scott 
in 1776, and that on the day the house was raised the 
news of the Declaration of Independence was received. 

* Samuel LewelUn (the name Is written Lewellen by some of tIle famlly, and probably 
was originally Llewellyn) was here before 1770. or his chlldren we have no account 
further than his eIghth son, called Doctor (from being the eighth son). Doctor's 
chlldren were Asa, father o( ,Jesse Lewellln; Jesse, Zadoc, Thomas, Joseph, Benjamin, 
Alexander, Patty, Ruth, )Iary, :Matilda, Louisa and Julla. 

In this same 1101e a negro named" Glasglow," who weighed less than 100 pounds, 
was drowned. He was supposed to be over 100 years old. Tradition says that he 
could dive under water '\lith a large kettle over Ills head and eat six roasting ears 
before coming up to tile top o( the water; and also that he could dl\-e on one bank or 
Cheat at Ice'S Ferry and come up on the other bank. 
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J.\CKSON'S IRON WORKS. 

In additidn to the account given on pages 255-258, we 
have secured the following: Samuel Ja~kson,* as early as 

Yay 17, 1804, advertised bar. iron for cash," wheat, rye, 
corn, beef, porll, ~allow, beeswax, country linen, flax and 
hemp, at a generous price." So far as we can gather, the 
following have been the names of the owners and operators 
of these works: 

CHEAT IRO~ 'YORKS.-1804, Samuel Jackson; then Josiah Jack­
son; May 22, 1828, Lazier, Byard & Co. (rented); Huston (rented); 

and then Josiah Jackson again; Nov. 16, 1835, Tassey, Morrison & 

Sample; April 22, 1839, Evan T. Ellicott & Brothers. 

TAUSTO~ IRo~ 'VORI(S.-1849, J. Tassey & Co. 
MOXOXGALIA IRox 'YoRKS.-Jan. 23, 1851, Rutherford, Hersey, 

Tassey & Gay; Dec. 20, 1852. McKay & Kelvey. 
PRIllEYALE IRO~ ,VoRKs.-l\Iarch 5.1854. "PriUevale Iron Com­

pany,"t chartered; June 30, 1856. D. J. Perry, assignee selling of 
stock. 

LAUREL IROS 'YoRKs.-Feb. 13, 1858, "The Laurel Iron and Coal 
Company," t chartered; Dec. 23, 1863, sold to Robert Smith for 
Symth & Chess; 1863, J olm Kelley (rented); 1867, Loyd & Lawson 

rentecl the furnace; 18G8, David Chess made the last iron; 187G-84, 

John N. Dawson, superintendent. 

From December 23, 1863, the finu of Smyth & Chess 
have owned the works. B. F. Smyth, Sr., and David Chess 
are dead, but their Ileirs own the works, and the firm name 
is still Smyth & Chess. 

* Samuel Jackson and hiS wife Rebecca Uved at the mouth of Redstone creek In 
Pennsylvania. '.fllelr cl111dren were: John, Samuel, Rebecca, Jesse, Susannah (wIfe or 
James l:'pd£'graff), Ruth (wife ot Henry Dixon) and JosIah. ' 

t "Pri(levale Iron CompanY"-SamueDTcKelvey, John G. Holbrook, Ira Hersey and 
others, to manufacture iron and other articles; capital stock, $100,000 to $1,000,000 i 
shares, $100; lanus lImited to 20,000 acres in )[onongalla and Preston counties. 

:t: "The Laurel Iron and Coal Company "-)[eredith Clymer, John W. Seymour, R. C. 
Winterhotf and others, to mine coal and minerals; capital stock, $100,000 t{) $1,000,000.; 
shares, tJO; Charles Cun1lle and John A. Wlnterl10tI to receive subscrIptions; lands 
limited to 15,000 acres In ::\Ionongalla and Preston counties. 
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John N. Dawson,.~~ superintendent of the works, furnishes 
the follo'''ing section of minerals on the lands of the com­
pany, the distances being mostly approximated: 
1. Pittsburgh Coal . 9 feet. 12. Coal . . . 21 feet. 

Space of about 4 feet. Space or about2 feet. 
2. Clip-part Iron Ore 2 " 13. Iron Ore " 

Space of about 25 feet. 
a. Iron Ore . 2 14. ~ Limestone . . 

Space ot about 40 feet. Space or about 2,j feet. 
4. Iron Ore . . " 15. Ice's Ferry Fire Clay

Space of about 20 feet. Space of about 2,j feet. , . 
S. Limestone . . . ,8 " 16. Kirke Coal . . 2t " 

Space of about 30 feet Space Of about 2 feet. 
contabllng coal vehL 

6. Hastings Iron Ore. li " 17. Iron Ore . . 2 ." 
Space of about 40 teet. Space of about 50 teet. 

7. Buck Coal . '. 3 " 18. Stratford Iron Ore . - " 
Space of about 11 teet. . Space ot a bout 75 feet. 

8. Snake Den Iron Ore - " 19. Darnell Iron Ore . 3 " 
Space of about 50 feet. Space or about 40 feet..,9. Fire Clav . . 8 20. l\Iartin Iron Ore . it" 
Space o(about 50 feet. Space of about 75 teet. 

10. Haines Iron Ore . 2 21. Red Belt Iron Ore 1 
Space of about 30 teet. Spaceol about 100 feet. 

11. Coal . . . 4 22. Big Vein Limestone 75 " 
Space of about 2.j teet. 

All the above minerals have been workec1. The Clippart 
ore, No.2, is known as the "Oliphant" or "Blue Lump 
Ore." It occupies a space' of about five feet in three dis­
tinct layers. The miners call the top layer the "Big Blue 
Lumpt the middle layer the "Condemned Flag," and the 
lower layer the "Big Bottom." Betwe.en No.5 and No.6 is 
a small vein of coal, varying from 6 inches to 3 feet. No. 
10 is known as the" Hardman Ore." Nos. 12, 13 ancl14 
occupy a space of about 11 feet, and are often worlmd 
together. No. 15, "Ice's Ferry Fire Clay," made a brick 
that ,brought five dollars more on the thousand than the 
celebrated l\It. Savage fire-clay brick. No. 19 is known as 
the "Big Honey-comb Ore," and No. 20 as the "Little 
Honey-comb Ore." All of these ores, coals, limestone and 
fire-clay can be worked on a single 11iIl side, and all come 
down one incline. 

* John ~. Dawson was born near Frostburg, )1d.; came to Preston County in 1847, 
ana removed to l1onongalla in 1854; served tour years as Justice ot the peace; became 
superintendent Laurel Iron Works in 18;6. 

http:Betwe.en
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The strata in l\Ionongalia here seem to rise to the south 
and south-east, while just across the ridge in Preston 
County the rise is to the north and north-east. Specimens 
of the Danlell and l\Iartin ores have analyzed 60 per cent; 
and 2t tons of the l\Iartin ~nd Clippart ores at Springhill 
Furnace, Pennsylvania, made one ton of metal. 

LAUREL mON WORI\:s POST-OFFICE. 

This post-office was established before 1846, by the name 
of the Ice's Ferry P.O., and Evan T. Ellicott is said to hav~ 
been the first postmaster. In 1846, Jolin Bowers kept it, 
then Calvin Holmes (1850). It was then moved from the 
works to Thomas J. Duvall's, who kept it; in 1851, it was 
kept by Anthony Loftus on the site of the present office. 
'He was succeeded by Duvall, and Duvall by John Conn. 
In 1857-8, the name was changed to Laurel Iron Works P. 
0., ~nd John G. I{elley is said to have been postmaster. 
Conn succeeded I{eiley; and, on December 25, 1865, Dr. N. 
H. Triplett,* the present post-master, took charge. 

'SUMMER RESORTS. 

The waters of Cheat for several years have attractec1lal'ge 
numbers of people from the cities every summer. Large 
parties often come out and camp during the heated term, 

for three or f0111' weeks. 
Cwmp Eden is a favorite camping place, about half a 

mile above C. S. Ley's, at the mouth of Quarry l'un. 

THE LOCK. 

Lock and Dam No.9 was cQmpleted September 29, 1879, 

"NathanIel Hoffman Triplett was born in Allegheny County, ~rd., in 182'~; read 
medicine with Dr. U. L. Clemmer; married Levarah G. Baker, and Is practicing under 
a State certIficate. He is the only Eclectic physician in the county. 
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at Hoard's.,f Rocks on the nlonongahela River, and when 
No.7 and No.8 are completed below it, the river will be 
slacked to nlorgantown. 

PROJECTED RAILWAYS. 

"The Uniontmvll & 'Vest Virginia Railroad" was char­
tered in 1869, to.pa~s by Ice's Ferry to l\Iorgantown (see 
page 110). "The Pennsylvania & 'Vest Va. Railway" was 
chartered in 1870, to run from where Ruble's run crosses 
the State line to l\Iorgantowll (see page 111). Several 
railways have been projected up the l\Ionongahela Rival:, on 
the east side, through Union District (see pages 110 to 124). 

RELIGIOUS DEXO)IINATIONS. 

The oldest. church ill West Virginia west of the Alleghany 
l\Iountains is the 

Forks of Cheat Baptist C7~ll1·c7~.-At a monthiy meeting 
held in September, 1775, by the Great Bethel Church at 
Uniontown, Penn., it was 

"Rcsolvcd, That our Brethren in the Forks of Cheat be granted 
their request of a constitution." 

The church was constituted bV the Rev. John COl'bly, 
November 5, 1775, with twelve members. We quote the 
olcl church l'ecord (now in possession of Lancelot John): 

"The Constitution of the Church, Nov. 5, 1775, Consisting of 
Twelve Members, Namely, Sam. Lewellen (Chosen Elder), John 
McFarland (Deacon), Thos. Mills, Thos. Evans, Joseph Bolting­
house, Hannah Lewellen, Susannah McFarland, Martha Mills 

\ ' 
Catharine Evans, Elizabeth Jackson, 'Vm. John and -- ---, 
Which gave themselves to the Lord and to one another by the 

will of God and the care of the Church." 

* John Hoard came from Fauquier County, va., between 1760 and 70; bought land 
here which had been taken up by one Everly; married a Snyder; died of small pox ; 
had four chlldren: ~[argaret Everly, EUzabetb A. ~rartln, Sarah, and James the 
father of John, James, WllUam and Aaron B. 
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In 1778, Rachel Pindall, Dawson and Mrs. Dawson, Mas­
sie Kazad, David Scott and SteplIen Hardin became mem­
bers; 1781, Samuel Bowen, Owen Davis, William John, 
1Villiam Stewart, Philip Rogers, Sarah Bowe;n, Letitia Davis, 
Jacob Jacobs, Ann Teabaugh ani} Hannah Jacobs joined; 
1782, Chal'les Bennet, Richard Cain, Jane Cain, James John, 
Mal'Y John, Elizabeth'Stewart and Elizabeth Scott were 
added to the church. 

The first church building was a log cabin, which wa~ 
built before 1781, at the old Baptist burying-gt'ound above 
Lancelot John's, on the l\Iorgantown arid Stewcu,ttown road. 
In 1803, 1Villiam John, Samuel Bowen, Richm'd Cain v,nd 
John McFarland agreed to hew the logs for a new church 
building, 26x22 feet and 12 rounds high. It stood near the 
old church, and was used until 1832, when the l)resent 
brick chul:ch (40x30 feet) was commenced. The two log 
churches were used for school purposes. 

From 1775i{' to 1883 the church has attained a total mem­
bership of nearly 500; pl'esent membership, about 100. 

LIST OF MINISTERS, 1775-1884. 
1775. J 01111 Corbly - 1843. Anthony Garrett 1867. D. 'V. Rogers 
1788 to 1804. no record G. F. C. Conn 1871. 'Vm. Fourtney 
1808. John Hickman Garrett Patton 1872. Jno. A. Simpson 
1811. John Patton 1845. Charles Parker 1874. D. 'V. Rogers 
1824. - :Mellet 1848. Samuel Kendall 1874. S. N. Rogers 
1830. John Thomas 1849. G. F. C. Conn 1876. Robert :Miller 
1833. - Griffith 1854. S. L. Parcel 1878. :M. D. nee 
1837. J. B. Tisdale' 1859-61. G. 'V. Hertzog 1879. J. C. Jordan 
1842. 'Yilliam'Vood 1864. A. B. Pendleton 1880. E. P. Brand 

In 1830, j oIln McFarland and Daniel Medsear were cho­
se,n deacons; 1833, J oIln Pixler, William Bennett and 

.. There is nothIng on the records of the Great Bethel Church, now in possession of D. 
:rtf.Hertzog, at Uniontown, Penn., to show who were the members dIsmIssed to form thIs 
church. From these records we find that in October, 1i72, Hannah Lewellen, :Martha 
}lms, Thomas )Illls, Richard CaIn and Jane CaIn were receIved by baptism into that 
church. 
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Alexandf..r Clelland elected deacons. Church clerk since 
1851, Lancelot J obn. In conclusion, of this church we 
quote from Lanceloi J ohn's ~ketch of it in 1873 : 

"Her 'records' written here and written in Heaven, tell of dark 
trials and persecutions, but her hope lpoks out to the brightening 
future with trustful faith in Him who has been her help and her' 
strong deliverer." 

- .JJlet/wilist Episcopal 0 llt1t1'cn,.-Union District is in the 
Morgantown Circuit. There are two ?tI. E. Churches: Pier­
pont's * and the Fletcher near '\Voodgrove Furnace. Zion 
church is a Union church, used by tIle 1\1. E. and 1\1. P. de­
nominations. Of these churches, like tIlOse. in 1\lorgn:n, it 
seems for want of records, almost impossible to get any­
thing beyond conflicting traditions. 

Presbyterian Ohu1'clt.-In 1830, Brown's Church was built 
at Stewarttown. It was named for the Rev. Rezin Brown. 
The church is not used now as a regular preaching place. 
Among the first members of this church were Casper Orth 

.. The original ancestor of the Pierpont famlly was a distinguished Xorman robber 
named Robert, who came Into England with Wllliam the Conqueror. WilHam placed 
111m on a manor (formed ot several tarms) and gave htm the title or Duke Pierpont, 
from a Pien'epons or stone bridge on the land; but a number or years ago, the la<;t 
male dying, the estate went tnto the female line. James Pierpont, an Episcopal min­
ister, and his brother-descendants of Uobert-were among the first settlers or .Massa­
chusetts. John Pierpont, a descendant or one or these brothers, came from New York 
or New Jersey, In li69, and took up tl1e Pierpont farm near the site or the Pierpont 
church. On it was built the settlers' tort called Pierpont's Fort. lie had three 
brothers who went to Kentucky. 

John PIerpont married Mary, daughter or CoL Zackwell )!organ. They had eight 
chtldren: Larkin, zackqull, FranCiS, John, Jr., Sarah Watson, Xancy Baker, and Tem­
perance Dunn st1ll11vIng. John Pierpont died about 1,9:>. 

Francis married Catharine Weaver, and theIr thIrd son Is ex-Go\". FrancIs II. 
Pierpont. 

John Pierpont had two slaves, "Uncle Zadoc" and "Granny Tamer." wGncle 
Zadoc" was the prophet, sooth-sayer, wlt~h doctor and wizard of the neIghborhood. 
Tradition says the witches killed the pigS, spolled the butter or kept it rrom coming, 
and bewlt~hed horses and people. "Uncle Zadoc," or" Zaid," was otten called in 
such cases, and punished the witches by heating horse-shoes. He was sharp and 
sllrewd, and claimed to see ghosts. When some one was Sick, he would talk ambigu­
ously, and they got better or worse, got well or dIed, he then interpreted his first am­
biguous predictions to suit the case. "Granny Tamer" was noted Cor being the 
spec1al friend of every chlld she met or came about. 
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(generally called Ott), the Frapkinberrys, Sergeants, and 

Pixlers. 

JfetlWtlist P"otestant OAw·cll,....--This church was organize(l' 
in 1833, in Jacob Smith's dwelling-house; one-half mile east 

of William Donaldson's, by the Rev. John Lucas, 'Villiam 
Dunlavy, Asby Pool and Joseph Shackelford. _The cl,ass 
organized were 'Villi am Donaldson (class leader), and Lew­
l'~nah his ~vife, 'Villiam N orris and Rheuhama his wife, 
John N. Baker and Nancy his wife, Aaron Halililton and 
Mary his wife, Thomas Burch and wife, Jacob Breakiron 
and wife, nIl's. Amelia Norris, Mrs. Hannah Smith, 'Villiam 
and J\Iatthew J\IcConnel, William Lewellin, Jacob. Smith, 
Elizabeth, Eleanor, J\Iary, Eliza and Sarah Norris, and 
Elizabeth Baker. About 1839, this class, with the l\Ietho­
{lists, built Zion church. 1Villiam Donaldson from memory 
furnishes the following 

LIST OF MINISTERS. 

1833, 'Villialll Dunlavy and John Lucas; 1834, Zachariah Regan; 
1835, Peter T. Laishley ; then till 1841, James Palfreyman, one Beatty 
and James Piper, one Ray,John Cowell andDaniel Kinney, 'Villialn 
Du~lap, Daniel Gibbons, Peter T. I.Jaishley, one Gibbens and one 
Co,vl, Samuel Clawson, John Fordyce, one Williams and one Cul­
len; 1841, Samuel Clawson, then John Bisher, John I. Stillan, one 
Porter, one Burgess, one Lester; 1850, Samuel Clawson; 1851, IsaaC} 
Francis; 1852, 'V. R. 'Vragg; 1853, P. T. Laishley; 1855, Jerry 
Simpson; 1856, 'V. R. Wragg; 1857-8, Geo. Westfall; 1859-60, D. R. 
Hehniok. 

Union District is embraced in Avery Circuit, and has four 

churches and one school-house class: Zion Church (union), 
Avery Chapel, Eden Church (at Stewal'ttown), and Calvary 
Church. Calvary Church was dedicated by the Rev. Peter 
T. Laishley in 1860. The fhst members were: 



689 UNION DISTRICT. 

W.illiam Donaldson, Charles E. Donaldson, Thomas Irvin. 
Lewranah Donaldson, Charity Donaldson, Catharine Irvjn. 
William Lewellin, Ruth Cleaver, James McGee. 
Ma.ry Lewellin, Amy A. Costolo, E. O. Hickle, 
J:ames Donaldson, John Q. Saddfer, Mary J. Rankin, 
Mary E. Donaldson, Sarah J. Saddler, J oab R. Donaldson. 

Class Leaders : 'Villia~ Donaldson, 'Villiam Lewellin and James 
Donaldson. 

The church has now a membership of sixty-five. The 
house cost over $1000, including repairs in 1882. It is 
beautifully situated. The following list of ministers f<?r 
Avery Circuit has been compiled frqm the l'ecolI~ctions of 
the luembers: 

l\IL.~ISTERS OF AYERY CIRCUIT. 

1860. D. R. Helmick 1871. Peter'r.Conway 18i7. Cbas. 1\1. Conway 
1860-2. J.B.McCormack 1872. John G. McCarty 1878. Eli J. Wilson 
1862-4. G. G. Westfall 1873. Leonard Warman 1879-80. D. H. Davis 
1865. William Blake 1874·5. William West 1881-2. Eli Westfall 
1868-9.: J. L. Simpson 1875·6. Eli J. Wilson 1883. - Young 
1869-70. P. T. Laishley 

In 1870, Zion Church was served by John Clark instead 
of Peter T. Laishley. 

Gennan Baptist Okll'J'clt.-Mt. Union German Baptist 
Church was built, near Ross's, some four and one-half miles 
from Morgantown on the Stewarttown l"oad, in 1883. It is 
a :h°ame structure, 32x54 feet, and cost $1200; membership, 

fifty. 
CEMETERIES. 

A great mt1.ny of the early settlers laid out a. family bury­
ing-ground on their OVln farms. The old Pierpont grave­
yard and the old Baptist burying-ground near StewarttowD, 
are, perhaps, the oldest in the district .. 

1ft. Union Oemetery, incorporated in 1882, is hard by the 
Mt. Union German Baptist Church, and is beautifully loca­
ted and tastefully laid out and enclosed. 

44 
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STORES. 

Besides the stores enumerated in the towns, there were 
always one or more stores kept by the Cheat Iron Works 
for their hands. Anthony"Loftus kept a store where Laurel 
Iron Works post-office is. John Bowers opened his store 
just west of it, in 1862. East of the post-office, about one .. 
fourth of a mile, John T. Bates opened a store about 
fourteen years ago, and sold out to W. J. Donaldson in 
1883, and removed to the west. Here William H. Dickin­
son has had a blacksmith shop for twenty-one years. 

OIL WELL BORINGS. 

A well was bored at C. S. Ley's, just above Ic~'s Ferry, 
and another at the mouth of Quarry run. One was bored 
at Costolo's, on the east side of Cheat. It threw up (and 
does yet) gas, which took fire and burnt up the derrick, a 
house and a blacksmith shop. A well was bored at the 
Clelland Ferry, one at the Le~vellin Ferry; and, in 1865, a 
New York company· put a well down 600 feet on 1.Iajor W. 
1\1'. John's farm. 

Balt.-In the well bored for oil at the mouth of Quarry 
l'un, a very I'ich stream of salt water was struck. Some of 
the water was boiled down by Jonah Bayles* and others, 
and a fine article of salt was obtained. 

The following citi.tens of Union District have served in 
the legislatures of Virginia and "Vest Virginia: Francis 
1farman,i" 1850; Henry S. Coombs, 1853, '1865; Joseph 

.. WllHam Bayles came from Maryland about 1780; mumed Mary Vandervort, set­
tled one mUe west of Ice's Ferry, and founded the' Bayles settlement, which consists 
of seven famllles of the Bayleses at this time. HIs chUdren were: John, Margaret 
Selby, Dinanah Cole, Elizabeth, Jesse, Paul, :Mary Rude, Jonah, Phebe, Aden, and 
WllHam, father of D. W. and W. SCott Bayles, ex-County Superintendent of Preston 
County. '.. " 

t Stephen and Francis Warman came to Frederlcksburgh from England, at an early 
day. :I<'rancls settled in Cheat Neck, and was SherUI of :MonongaUa, and, it is saId, 
was in the legislature. He was the grandfather of the Francis Warman who was In 
the legIslature in 18;)0. Stephen Warman married YerUnda Roby. 



691 UNION DISTRICT. 

Snider, 1861-2, 1871; James T. McClaskey, 1867-68, 1876; 
James Hare,* 1878. 

CURIOSITIES. 

The Bl~tlalo Pond, near Stewarttowp, and the Cata1cba 

War-Rlth, are described on page 25. 

The Almn Rocks are near Stafford's Ferry, and are a 
great cliff of. rocks, honey-combed, from which copperas 
and alum exude. 

The Squirrel Rock is a vast boulder, which, at one day, 
loosened from a lleavy cliff and fell into Cheat River, above 
Ice's Ferry, where it lies to-day. From its fancied shape 
to a squirrel has arisen its name. 

A G1'etlla Gl'een.-Just beyond the State line, at Thomas 
Pugh's, is a small oak tree on the roadside, under whose 
branches the Rev. Leonard Warman and oth'er ministers 
have united many couples. 

SCHOOLS. 

The old Baptist Church, near Stewarttown in 1781 was 
used for school purposes. One Landfarer kept a school, at 
an early day, in a log cabin on the N onisi" farm, while the 
spring was on the Donaldson farm . 

... James Hare came from near New Geneva, Fayette County, Penn., In 1840, to ~Ion­
ongal1a County and engaged In farming. He was elected to the legislature In :8;8, 
and he and Col. Richard poundstone, from Upshur County, (who was also born in 
Fayette County,) were the only members in that body who were natives of Pennsyl­
vania. Mr. Hare mamed :;\Iary Vandervort. 

The ancestor or the Vandervort famlly, Xtcholas Vandervort, married ~tartha Reed, 
and came from ~organ County, about 1';88. 'I'helr children ,,"ere: Jonah (father or 
Wm. I. Vandervort), Nicholas I., PaUl, John, Joseph, James, WUHam, Mary, AblgaU, 
and Sarah. who married a Cobun. 

The Cobun family seems to have sprung from two brothers: James, who married 
Saborah Trader, and removed to Prest.on County about 179J; and Jonathan, who set­
tled on the Dorsey farm in ~Iorgan DIstrtct, in 1;;0. They were or English ortgtn. 

t Wlll1am Norris owned a portton of the land on which Washington City stands. 
lie sold it, and came out in 1772 and took up the Norris farm of 400 acres where a man 
by tIle name of seavey had squatted. He mamed Prunellopa :l\llddleton, and, atter 
her death, Lewranah Colller. His children: Elizabeth (who man-led George Baker), 
llary Hayes, Vmnda Neighbors, Martha Devault, and Charity, who mamed Enoch 
Jenkins. 

http:Prest.on
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Union District now embraces ten sub-districts. In 1877, 
we find from Wade's Annual Catalog1,le that tllere were the 

following named schools: 

Baker's, Bush's;Oak Grove, J ennewine,*Pierpont's, Pleasant Hill, 

Sugar Grove, 'Vood Grove. 

BOARDS OF EDUCATIO~. 

The records in the hands of the secretary of the boal'cl of 
education, go back to 1876 only, and do not give tlu3 names 
of the board for the year 1879. From the supervisors 
order-book at the court-house, we finel that the following 
school commissioners were elected from 1864 to 1872 : 

1864, 'V. S. Swindler, 3 years; Jacob Miller, 2 years; Robert 
Beatty,l year. 1865, C. S. Ley. 1866, Leonard 'Varlllan. 

1867, 'Yillialll Van.dervort, 3 years. 1868, Thomas J aco. 
1869, Leonard 'Yarlllan, 3 years. 1870, F. A. Coombs. 
18il. John I. Swindler. 

From 1871 to 1877, no election returns can be found. 

18i7, James Hare, president; Leonard 'Yarman and Jesse Lewel­
lin, commissioners; W. L. Coombs, secretary. 

18m, James Hare, president; J. T. Eckard, Leonard Warman, 
commissioners. 

1881, Joseph Snider, president; 'V. 'V. John and J. H. Baker, 
commissioners; John C. Anderson, secretary. 

1883, Joseph Snider, president; W. W. John and Leonard 'Var­
man, commissioners; John C. Anderson, secretary. 

SCHOOL ENUMERATIO!'i BY YEARS. 

YHAll. 

1878...................................................... .................... -------------------­348 6~12831879........................ .... ............................................. 
 339 276 '15 
1860......... ................................................................. 
 321 2GO 581
1881 ................................. _............ ......................... 307 
 !US 552
1882................................. ...... ................................. 281 
 246 5ZT1&83........................................................................... 289 
 285 574 

• Named tor ChrIstian JennewIne, who came trom PnlssIa, in 18.3-t, and marrted a 
daughter or George B. Jarrett. 
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STATISTICS OF UNION DISTRICT. 

VOTKK8. 

----.:;1-. 
~ f 
:a ~ 
:: u----------1--­ -- -- -- ---~___ 

186l...... .••••.• ................... 549 1,714 
2.445 755 15 .30 1 243 .. . 
1866... •••••••.• ......... •.• ......... 447 861 2,339 119 15 65 1 282 1 
1867............... .................. 420 1,757 4,914 339 10 85 •.• 293 3 
1868................................. 509 1,188 3,787 106 22 64 9 350 5 
1869.. ....................... ...... 492 1,243 2,503 137 18 71 4 313 .. . 
1870 ........ ......... ••••••••• ...... 526 1,320 1,744 140 25 239 3 322 1 
1872........... •.• ••••••••• ••••••••• 531 1,473 1,379 171 31 256 4 334 1 
1873...... •••••• ••••••••• •••••• ...... 541 1,509 1,529 158 156 264 6 313 1
1874................................. 524 1,249 1,289 99 52 214 7 301 1 

1875..... ........... •• ...... ...... 553 1,174 1.109 154 60 226 13 329 ••• 

1876... •• ••••••• ................... 526 1,0e3 1,028 99 64 247 12 3.19 •.• 

1877...... ...... ...... •.•.•• ......... 518 1,115 751 117 69 2.'l8 13 342 ..• 

1878...... ••••• ...... ............... 521 1,047 832 90 70 214 10 346 ...

1819......... ......... ........ .. ... 479 1,225 896 91 78 203 12 348 •.• 

1880............ ..................... 461 1,256 993 77 86 214 12 33~ .. . 

1881..... ..................... "'1438 1,296 1,202 III 136 236 12 32.3 ..• 

1882...... ...... ............... ...... 418 1,202 1,280 70 169 233 13 329 ...

1883............... ...... .......... 422 1,211 1.202 D6 132 169 17 338 •.. 


BIOGRAPHICAL NO'l'ES. 

G. 'V. Sisler was born in Preston County, in 1830; moved to 
Union District in 1850; married Julia A. Robinson in 1853; children 
-Lavara A., who married R. B. Rumble, in 1876; B. F., who died 
in Colorado in 1879; 'Villiam C., who died in 1861; J. L., Annie E., 
who married .Joseph G. Francis; G. 'V., Jr., Ida M., Millard T. and 

Charles B. 
James T. Pixler was a son of John Pixler; born in Stewarttown 

in 1826 ; married H~lda 'Veayer in 1847; children-Clark, who mar­
ried Mary Fortney; Susan'; Lavara, who married Ervin Fortney; 
John 1\f., Arlington. He died April 23, 1882; was a member of the 
Pleasant Hill Baptist Church; wa.s a local preacher in that church 

for fifteen years. 
Garrett F. Lee came from Maryland; married Mrs. 'Mary O'1)ean ; 

children-'Villiam, Dayid, Matilda, Garrett, Catharine. William 
malTied Mary A. Eberhart in 1847; he farms in Union Di:-;tl'ict. 

NOTR.-For se\·eral facts in this chapter the author is indebted 
to A. 'V. Frederick, Esq., the County Superintendent of Pre~ton 

County. 

-From 1864 to 18iO, the numbers given are for watches only. 
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CASS DISTRICT. 


Geographical Boundaries and General Description-Indian Occupa­
tion-Early Settlers-Settlers' Forts-1\Iartin's Fort-Harrison's 
Fort-Indian Murders-Adventure of John Snider-Growth of 
the District-Civil List-ElectionPolls-Towns: Cassville, Ham­
ilton, Maidsville, Stumptown-1\Iail Service-Roads-1\Iills­
Ferries-Monongalia Salt 'Yorks-Salt Borings-Oil Borings­
Religious Denominations-Schools and School Officers-Statis­

tics-Biographical Sketche~. 

CASS DISTRIC1' is boundetl on the north by the State of 
Pennsylvania; on the east it is separated by the ~Iononga­
hela River from Union and ~Iorgan districts; on the south 
by Grant District; and on the west by Clay District. In 
shape the district is wide at the north and narrowing to the 
south. Its width is from north to south and its length 
from east to west. 

Cass District was embraced in the. First Constabulary 
District in 1807; and, in 1831, constituted the north-east 
portion of the Third Constabulary District. In 1852, the 
territory of the district was comprised in, the Second 
Magisterial District, which took in, besides, a small portion. 

of the northern part of Grant, including the town of Gran­
yille. In 1863, Cass Township was created, embracing the 
territory of the present district, and named in honor of 
Lewis Casso In 1873, Cass Township, by a change of desig­
nation mel'ely, became the present Cass District. 

The slope of the distl'ict is to the east and south-east in 
the direction of its streams. Scott's and Robinson's runs 
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cut down deep channels, forming heavy ridges, making the 
district broken and hilly, except in the north-east where 
Crooked run widens into a beautiful valley, and 0. consider­
able amount of levella.nd stretches back from it. 

The district is draine(l by the Monongahela ana its tribu­
taries, Scott's run, Robinson's run and Crooked run, affording 
sites for mills ana machinery. The soil is lich, and, with 
good attention, yields fair crops. 'Vheat is said to average 
from 7 to 18 bushels per acre; corn, 25 to 70; oats, 20 to 
40; potatoes, 70 to 110. Small fruits and vegetables do 
well. Pears, plums, cherries and ap~)les are grown. Apples 
are the chief crop; ana peaches, some yeai's, do well. 
Grass yields from 1 to 2 tons per acre. Timothy for mea­
dows ana blue grass for pastures, do well. 

Extensive forests once existed on the' hills, but are mostly 
cut away, though considerable timber yet remains. Oak 
and poplar were the leading varieties, with a fair represen­
tation of other kinds. 

The mineral wealth of the district-its coal, iron ore and 
limestone-will be founa fully de~cribed in Chapter XV, 
commencing on page 222. 

In a very early -day, the buffalo was here; and at the 
advent of the white man, the panther, bear and wolf were 
llere. Deer were plenty. But a few years, and the rifle of 
the hunter had driven them away. No~v horses, cattle, 
sheep and hogs in large numbers supply their place. 

INDIAX OCCUPATIO~. 

The Indians occupied Cass, like every oiher part of the 
county, for hunting pm'poses. Their camps were on many 
a hill; and at the mouth of Robinson's run and below 

http:levella.nd
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Hamilton on the river, is a black earth full of chal'coal and 
pieces of pottery ware., showing that probably villages were 
at these places. Stone-pile gt'av~s were found all over the 
district by' the whites, and some remained till but a few 
:.rears ago. Back of John Garlow's barn, on the waters of 
Crooked run, is a level piece of land where once was a 
large stone circle. It seems that .the Indians gathered for 

sports inside this circle. A camp was near. 

EARLY SETTLERS. 

The following are among the pioneer settlers of Cass Dis­

trict, from 1,!69 to 1776: 

1769-John Snider 177J-Adam Shriver I774...:....Thos. Climath, Jr 
1769-Charles Martin 1771-Peter Poppens' I774-Ben.1. Archer 
1769-Jonatbsn Wrlght l772-C. Garlow 1774-John Hardin 
1769-J. Hollingsworth l772-JobfJ McMahon . I774-Philip Shively 
1769-RI~hard Harrison 1773-Geo. Gillaspie I775-Thos. Harrison 
17iO-John Pollock I773-John Murphy 1775-David Rankin 
177O-Wm. Robins6n I773-Abram Hardin I775-Phi!ip Pindall 
I77O-David Scott 177S-James Piles I77a-James Sterling 
l'l71-AugustUB Smith 1773-Decnis Neville I775-John RamsfJY 
1771-Wm. Smith 1773-Peter Crouse 177S-David Watkins 
177I-Moses Hill I773-Tltog. Russell I775-.\.bram Hendricks 
17il-John Shriver I773-James Pindall l770-Wm. Watkins 

SETTLERS' FORTS. 

Sometime after 1773, Col. Charles 1\Iartin ~~ built a fort on 
his land on Crooked run, not far fronl the site of the 
present Fort :Martin Church. Ev~ry yestige of the fort is 
now gone, only a pile of stones remaining, which, is said, 
are of a chimney of a house in the fort. This fort was 
attacked by Indians in June, 1779, (see page 63,) and ten 
whites were killed and cfl:ptul'ec1. 

• Col. Charles MartIn IS said to have been over SIX teet high, ot dark complexion, 
with a keen, piercing black eye. It is said he came from Eastern YlrgInla, and was 
first In Union DistrIct at Colllns's terry. IlL" wlCe's name was Mary, and hIS children 
were: J esse, George, lYllllam, Elizabeth Randall, Ann I1arrison, Presley and Spencer. 
HI3 sons, it Is said, all len, find that Presley Counded New )lulttnsv111e. 
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HARRISON'S FORT. 

This fort was built by Rich,ard Harrison.* It was a tW04 
story hewed log building, about 22x30 feet, with a large 
yard enclosed by a strong stockade. A well was in this 
yard, and a spring is just outside~ It stood ah~ost nortb 
and south, with the north front on what is now the Lazelle 
road leading to L. N. John's, on the land of Aaron J. Gar4 

low. It is on the head waters of Crooked run, and not a 
mile from l\Iartin's Fort. The well is in the road, and is 
filled. A decayed log o~ so remains of the fort building. 
Two old pear trees still stand that were planted by those 
forting. TIle spring is still strong, and there the vats are 
still to be seen of a tannery built there many years ago by 

Jacob Seese, who nlarried Joseph Harrison's daughter. 

INDIAN .l\{URDERS. 

John Sniclert was captul'ed wl~en a boy by Indians, about 
1760 or later, .and taken along Crooked run as the Red 
Skins retreated to their towns in Ohio. In June, 1779, the 

Indians attacked l\Iartin's Fort (see page 63); and, in AU4 

* Richard Harrison came from Eastern Virginia. Among his children were: Jesse, 
Jehu, John, Joseph, IUchard, and Elizabeth, wUe of 'I'homas Pindall, She wa<; kllIe\l 
by Indians, almost in sight ot the fort. 

t JoJm Snider, it is said, was induced to come out from lllchmomt, Va., by a :'Ilmor, 
Into Greene County, Penn., to hunt for him. Wlltle out hunting he was captured by 
Indians, taken through Cass Distrtct, and kept eIght or nine years before exchanged. 
He came back and plIo ted out a company to Crooked run sllowing wlH~re the ImUan:3 
camped with h1m over night, some 400 yards from where Thomas ~faple now live;;;. 

John SnIder marrIed an Evans (tradition Rays her name was Darcus). lIe too].: up 
a tract ot land now owned by Thomas :'Ilaple and John Garlow. 

His children were: Joseph, who located at Farmington; DaVid. who settled on 
BIg Indian creek; Joshua; Amos; Thomas, who went to Trumbull County, Ohio: 
1lebecca, who marrIed Stephen Gapen; Elizabeth, who mamed a Billingsley, and 
El1s11a, who mamed Edith, daughter ot WllsonBrttton. 

Elisha died in 1838, and hIS only son Is Col. Joseph Snider, born February 14,1821, In 
Cass DIstrtct (see page 531). lIe removed to Union Distrtct. lIe marrted .:.\fargarett.l 
:MUleI', and theIr cll11dren were: Ollva and Edith, deceased, and Frank and Eltsha. 
living. Artec his wile's death, he man-led Laura H., daughter ot Jacob ::\ll11er, whose 
Wife, :Mary Gans, is a descendant or the Rev. Baltzer Gans, one Of the first German 
Baptist mlnl!>ter8 in America. 
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gust, 1779, killed Capt. David 
./ 
Scott's daughters (see page. 

6a). About 1780, they chased Capt. Scott's son James (see 
page 64). In 1781, they ambuscaded Thomas Pindall's 
house, and killed his wife Elizabeth, and the surveyors 
Wright and Crawford (see page 68). This is the last mur­
der of which we have any account. Tradition says that a. 
man named Smalley was killed, and R. man named Stewart 
was captured, by Indians, at Christopher Garlow's house. 
About 1785 or 86, William Dawson, a boy, was captured 
near Cassville (see' page 78). 

GROWTH OF THE DISTRICT. 

Agriculture having been the main pursuit of the people 
of the dilDtrict from the time it was first settled, llence the 
growth could not be rapid like that of a manufacturing dis­
trict. No great thoroughfares of tr,avel passed through it, 
therefore its great minel'al wealth has neVel' been touched 
and its agricultural capacity has never been fully developed. 
The growth of the district has been slow but steady, from 
1791 to the present time. The pioneer immigration which 
was rapidly populating it, was arrested by the Revolu­
tionary war; and after its close, an immigration commenced 
from Delaware which partly took the place of that whi~h 
preceded it from Eastern Virginia. Among the Delaware 
immigrants Wel'e the 'Villeys,~~ the Davises, the Flemings 
and others . 

... 'I'he W1l1eys emigrated from Englnml prior to the Revolutionary War, and settled 
In the then province or Delaware. WllUam Wllley came from Delaware, In 1781, to 
rnlon District, near C01l1ns's Ferry; but soon moved near the sUe of CaSSVille, and 
bought the Carm now owned by John T. Fleming. His chlldren, who were aU born In 
Delaware, were: Wa.1tman, a farmer; John, a farmer and local preacher; Betsey. 
who Intermarried with Nathan JOhnson; Bridget, who Intermarried ,,1th Booz Bur­
rows, and Wm. Wmey. Waltman and John went to Ohio. 'WllIlam Wmey was born 
In 1766 ; came with hIs father In 1781, and was In Wayne's campaIgn agaInst the In­
dIans. He was married three times. HIs nrst Wife was MolUe Johnson; they had one 
Clllld, WUUam 1. W1lley, who was In the House of Delegates and the Senate or Ylrgln­



CASS . DISTRICT. 699' 


The district stands to-day with 21,.416 acres of land, in 
area it is· the smallest of the seven present districts­
of the county. In 1880, in population it was seventh, 
having 1459, an increase of 10 only over 1870. In 1883, 
its total wealth was $575,461, being in order of wealth the 
fifth of the seven districts. 

CIVIL LIST-MAGISTERIAL OFFICERS, 1852-1863. 
JUSTICES. 

1852 1856 1860 
George Alexander Joshua M. Davis Daniel Duzenberry 
James T. Davis 'Vm. 'V. Lazzell J. K. Barricklilan 
Daniel Duzenberry J. K. Barrickman Purnel Simpson 
Purnel Simpson Purnel Simpson 

CO~STABLES. 

1852 1856 1860 
Thos. I ..azzelI, Jr. Thos. Lazzell, Jr. Geo. "\V. Sample 
---- ­ Reuben Finnell . Reuben Finnell 

TOWNSHIP OFFICERS, 1863-1873. 

JUSTICES.... 

1863 1867 . 1871 
J. K. Barrickman J. N. 'Vaters J. K. Barrickman 
Daniel Dusenberry J. 'V. Tucker -->---­

CO~STABLES. t 
1863 1867 1871 

J. B. Dusenberry Denune'Vade T.~. Scott 
G. 'V. Sample J. S. Conway A. G. Halfin 

1865 1869 
Thomas Lazzell Eli Clark 
C. 'V. Lawlis J. F. Halfin 

SUPERVISORS. 

1863-Sam'l Hackney l866-Sam'l Hackney 1869-N. L. South 
18M-Sam'l Hackney 1867-Sam'l Hackney 1870-N. L. South 
1865-Allen Dilliner 1868-J. H. Bowlby 1871-James Sanders 

la, and who removed to :MIssourI, In 1865, and died there. WllUam W11ley's second 
wUe was Sarah Barnes. They had one chlld, eX-United States senator Waltman T. 
W1lley (see page 163 et ttl'".). WHllam W1lley's third wUe was Mary Shields. 11e died 
at Farmlngton, in 1861, in the 95th year ot his age. 

* To till vacancy: 1866, JOlin N. Waters. 

t To tin vacancies: 1869, Benton Prtlle and Joshua ness. 
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INSPECTORS OF ELECTIONS. 

1803-J. D. Cunning- 1866-Jos. Guthrie 1869-J. :U. Miller 
ham] A. S. Courtney S. L. Boyers 

R. 'V. Courtney 1867-Wm. Simpson 1870-Z. P.,Ridgeway 
1864-JOB. Guthrie Lozenzo Davis A. S. Courtney 

R. W. Courtney 1868-'Vm. Simpson 1871-J'acksonEverly 
1865-Jos. Gllthrie Jackson Everly A. S. Courtney 

R. W. Courtney 
OVERSEERS OF POOR. 

1863-65-J.W.Higgins 1867-Joseph Higgins 1869-71-F. H. Tapp 
1865-W. 'V. Berry 186S-Joseph Guthrie ISn-N. N. Berry 
1866-N. H.Critchfield 

TOWNSHIP CLERKS. 

1863·65-E. J. Arnett 1866-E. J. Arnett 1868-71-A. G. Halfin 
1865-James Dean 1867-David Simpson 1871-72--A. E.Cusbman 

TOWNSHIP TREASURERS. 

1863-66-Alph. Morris 1767-T. E. Berry ,1869-70-Josh: Hess 
1866-J. Sanders, Jr 186S-J.K.Barrickman 

DISTRICT OFFICERS, 1873-1884. 

JUSTICES.* 
1872-John K. Barrackman John 'V. Tucker 

CONSTABLES.... 

1872.-Thomas Lazzell Joseph F. Halfin 

ELECTION rOLLS. 

The first poll we find mention of is Jacksonville, in 1840. 
It continued until 1852, when the name of the town was 
clutnged to Cassville, and also the name of the poll. In 
1864, the poll was rem()vec1 to Stumptown; but, in 1868, 
was restored, and has been a poll ever since. In 1852, 
Cushman's was made a poll; and, in 1864, we find Stump­
town as a poll in its place. It was restored in 1872. 
'Stumrtown continued a poll but one election-1864. The 
polls now are Cassville and l\Iai~lsyille. The elections 1'e­
felTed to here are presidential elections. The following has 

, . 
* These justices and constables were elected on August 2~, 1872, and went Into omce 

January 1, 1873. 
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been the vote cast in Cass for president since 1840, 
excepting 1848 and 1860: 

1840, VanBuren, 115 
Harrison, 11 

1844, Polk, 170 
Clay, 13 

1852, Pierce, 220 
Scott, 30. 

*1856, Buchannan, 210 
- Fibnore, 27 

1864, McClellan, 124 
Lincoln, 126 

1868, Seymour, 152 
Grant, 136 

1872, Greeley, 111 
Grant, 135 

t1876, Tilden, 146 
Hayes, 143 

H8S0, Hancock, 191 
Garfield, 156 

CASSVILLE, 

The largest town in Cass District, is situated on the / 
fOl'ks of Scott's l'Un, eight miles west of lIorgantown, at 
a junction of the Morgantown and Burton pike with the 
Latuel Point and Morristown road. The first house was a 
school-hol~se on the site of Calvin Cordray's house. It was 
used seventy-five years ago for school, masonic and religious 
purposes. The first dwelling-house was built by Caleb 
Rudey on the site of Milligan's dwelling-house. Then 
Peter A. Layton, about 1827, built the second house, where 
J. K. Barrickman lives, and started the tannery, now owned 
and operated by Barrickman. Layton soon after this laid 
out the town (on lands of Caleb Hurley and Leven Fleming) 
and called it Jacksonville. About 1840, a post-office was 
&gitated, but there was one post-office by the name of 
Jacksonville in the State, and Nicholas B. Madera suggested 
Cassville, which was adopted, and, some time after, the 
name of the ·town was cllsnged to Cassville, and a post­
office was obtained. The first postmaster was Peter A. 
Layton, who served until 1862. He was succeeded by Dr. 
James Wny, who served until March 21, 1867, when Squire 

.. In 1856, one vote tor Fremont. t In 18i6, two votes were cast tor cooper. t In 1880, 
one vote tor Weaver. 
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John W. Tucker, the present pOiJtmaster, was appointed; 
Richard H. Poynter is depnty. 

Pky8icians.-Over fifty years ago William Slater taught 
school and doctored the people: The first physician was 
Dr. James 'Yay, about 1848. Dr. William M. Dent (of 
Newburg, Preston County) was here in 1856. Dr. Charles 
H. 'McLane (son of Dr. Joseph McLane, of Morgantown) 
came in September, 1867, and remained until October, 
1882, when 11e removed to Zanesville, Ohio, and was suc· 
ceeded by "Dr. Thomas 1\[. Hood, the present physician. 
Dr. Hood is a graduate of the West Virginia University. 
He graduated at J efferson ~Iedical College in 1880; prac.. 
ticed at Shinston before coming here. 

~lel'cltant8.-The first store was kept by Evan Stewart; 
followecl by Lough & Layton, Lemley & Brothers, who then 
built the Sutton building! and were succeeded by Benj. 
Chestney & Son, Sutton & Co., Milligan & Brother, and 
John Sutton, the present proprietor. Furman kept in the 
Picken~augh building. He died and was succeeded by J. 
S. Pickenpaugh,. in 1878, who is still keeping. In J. K. 
Barrickman's. 110use James Kelley kept, succeeded by Kel­
ley & Mercer, and John W. Regal'. Sloan & Hobbs also 
kept many years ago. 

The residents of the town are Mrs. Jane Layton, J. Ie 
Barrickman (tanner and miller), Robert 1\Iilligan, Calvin 
Cordray (blacksmith), Mrs. Henderson, John ,Yo Tucker 
(P. 1\'1.), Wm. C. ~ough (wagon and carriage maker), James 
Kelley (blacksmith), Jacob Barrickman (mtl'pentel'), J. S. 
Pickenpaugh (mercha~t), Mrs. Furman, Dr. T. M. Hood, 
Richard H. Poynter (hotel keeper), Benjamin Chestney,-¥.­

* Benjamin Chestney Is a, son of Wm. Chestney, whose father, Benjamin Chestney 
was a, Revolutionary soldIer in the South, and came from RockIngham County, Y3o., 
and settled on Gustin run, a branch of SCott's run, and lIved and dIed there. 
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David Chestney, Zeri Ramsey, Thomas Berry (miller), 
Joseph Higgins (shoemaker), Wm. Higgins and John Sut.. 
ton (merchant). 

A licensed house 'YRS attempted a good many years ago 
in Cassville, but public opinion was such that it went down. 
John w. Tucker * kept an unlicensed house in 1867t and 
was succeeded by Richard H. Poynter. 

HA.MILTON. 

Hamilt,on 'is on the west side of the Monongahela Rive~ 
at the mouth of Scott's run, three miles below Morgantown. 
It seems to have been named for James Hamilton, who 
afterwards went to Indiana and died there. It is often 
nicknamed, from the name of the post-office," Jimtown," es­
tablished here in 1850 or 51. Hamilton built and kept the 
Hamilton house, succeeded by one Savage, Layton, Penn 
Williams, 'Volverton and others. It is now kept by 
Thomas Lazzell. t The Randall house was kept by John 
Dawson, Britten McVicker, John Baer, JolIn Arnett, 
William Hood, J osep~l Kiger, S. S. Yeager and others. 
Mrs. Alice Qarothers is the present proprietress. ~Iorgan L. 
Boyers::: and JolIn Hood & Co. started a store December 5, 
1837. They wer~ succeeded by John B.' Arnett, Alf. Yeager 
anel Dunham, Fleming & Brooks, S. L. Boyers, S. S. Yeager, 
N. L. Furman, and ~I. C. Courtney, who is now keeping. 

* George Tucker married ::\lary IIutchinson, whom he rescued rrom the Indians (page 
79). She Is buried at Stumptown. Their chlldren were: James, Thomas, Andrew, 
Jesse, Wlmam (who had a daughter who sang in Europe), Nancy Thompson, LeVi, 
lIorgan and Aaron. Levi married Mary Glisson, and they have three children liVing: 
Thomas, James, and Squire John W. Tucker, who married l\lary A- Thomas. Their 
chlldren are Sarah Poynter, Lucy Lemley, Nancy Chestney and WllUam A­

t Thomas Lazzell was elected constable in 1844, and has served several times since. 
He Is proprietor or the IIamllton house and the present postmaster. 

! Morgan 1. Boyers is a son ot Jacob Boyers who married Elizabeth Lauk. 110 
studied medicIne, was licensed as a local preacher In the M. E. Church; and flen-ed, 
before 186.'3, for many years as a justice ot the peace. 
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~1. Runnell and J. R. Donnelly were said to have kept 
before Hooel, Boyers & Co. 1\lrs. Ann Brown came from 
Granville and opened a grocery in 1883. 

The postmasters have been: for Jilntow~ P.O.-Isaac 
P. Williams and Basnett; for Randall, the present P. 0.­
S. S. Yeager, I. N. Furman, and Thomas La7zzell (1882), 
with 1\1. C. COlutney as deputy. 

The present residents are Thomv.s Lazzell (hotel keeper), 
Mrs. Alice Carothers (hotel keeper), S. L. Boyer, 1\Iorgan 
L. Boyers, I. N. Furman, Squire .Hackney (blacksmith), 
1\Irs. Startzman and 1\1. D. Boyers. 

MAIDSVILLE. 

1\Iaidsville is six miles from' Morgantown, at· the junction 
of Craft's with Robinson's run. Cushman-- and Basnett 
kept stores, succeeded by Sanc1ers:& Da:vis, J. Sanc1ers, 
Davis & Sanc1ers, and the present firm of D. B. Waters and 
Elza Davis. Here, or near, was the Cushman post-office. 
It is of the same name as the town, and i~' kept in the store. 
The blacksmith is Mr. AI'nett, No one lightly knows how 
the town came by its name. Differ~nt accounts are given. 
Daniel 'V. Darling has a shoe-shop one mile east of to·Wll. 

STUMPTOWN. 

Stumptown is situated at the junction of Wade's run 
with Scott's l'un. Cornelius VanZant built Z. P. Ridg­
way's* house. ~Iichael Courtney (a coverlet weaver) 
built the house opposite Ridgway's, and in i~, about 
1854, Hosea 1\1. 'Vade kept a store. The following are the 
residents of the piace: Z. P. Ridgway, Wm. Deats, Edsley 

• Lott Ridgway marrted Catharine Frazer. He came from Richmond. Their chil­
dren were: Noah, Joel, Lott, Rachel Hanway, Sarah Henthorne, ~[ary Watson, Phebe 
Moore and Dorcus Pierpont. Noah was the father of Z. P. Ridgway, and owned 2:)~ 
acres ot lanel just opposIte ~[organtown. 



ALPHEUS GARRISON. 
See Page 754 
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Weaver, John Bailey, ltlark Weaver, Christian Core, Jacob 
Lemley' and Samuel Lemley. John Courtney and Annins 
Davis owned the land the place is on. 'Vhen the first house 
was built a large stump stood near, and from this the place 
received its name. 

OSAGEVILLE. 

, Osageville is on Scott's run, 4i miles south-east of 1\101'­
gantown, at the junction of the Laurel Point road with the 
l\Iorgantown and BUl'tOll pike. It is about ten or twelye 
years old, and, for its size, is quite a business place. The 
follo'wing are the l'esidents: J. J. 1Vharton~~ (mill owner), 
David 1Viedman (storekeeper), 1\1rs. Shively, 'Ym. Robbins, 
John Kussart (blacksmith) and Joseph BelTY (wagon': 
luaker). 

" DORXICKTOWX." 

Near the Fort 1\Iartin Church, a paper town was once 
started. A man by the name of Cartwright kept a black­
smith shop and sold whiskey. Crowds would gather and 
throw stones at a mark on a tree for the whiskey. Thereby 
the trees were all scaned; hence, the l;lace l'eceiYed the 
n111ne of "Dornicktown." A post-office was established by 
that name. Joseph Snhler was the postmaster. The name 
of the office was soon changed to Fort l\Iartin, and Duyicl 
Rich became postmaster. Then the office was ll10yed just 
across the line into Greene County, Penn., and the name was 
changed to Rosedale, and Daniel Miller became postmaster. 
Rumor says now the re-runl1ing of the ·State line throws 
Rosedale into l\Ionongalia County. 

l\IAIL SEUVICE. 

The mails are bi-weekly, I'unning from l\Iorgantowll to 

* IRaac Wharton came from Greene County, Penn., and hl<; son, J. J. Wharton, mar-
1'1cdHebecca, daughter or Jacob Lemley. 'l'helr children are: Wm. L., Jacob I.., Ruth, 
:\fary, Asa N., .Jesse L., Joseph R., La.ura and Blanche. 

45 
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Randall. One lllail goes by Cassville, and on to Burton, 

while the other goes from Randall by ]\Iaidsville to Rose­

dale in Greene County, Penn. The post-offices al:e: Ran­

dall, Cassyille, and Maidsville. 

ROADS. 

The Dunkard Creek turnpike 'comes from ~Iorgantown 

and entf!l'S the district through Hamilton) and runs up 

Scott's l'un and out of the district. The Pennsylvania, 

Beverly and )Iorgantown turnpike runs from the State line 

past Ft)l·t )Inrtill Chul'ch, and leaves the'district at Collins's 

Ferry. A road leads through Cass from Laurel Point to 
I 

l\Iorristown, Penn. Another road from Laurel Point leads 

to 'Yharton's mill; and another from the same point, 

to Bo),el's's mi}l. A road leads from the mouth of Rob­

inson's rnn, through ]\Iaidsville and past Bowlby's mill, 
to Penn:-;yhania. Besides these, district roads lead from 
point to point. 

In 188:2, the district was divided into eight road pre­

cincts, with S~lryeyors, as follows: . 

Pl'ecim·:. $1O·Vl'lIor. Precinct. SW·~IIOl·. 

No. l. ............fackson Everly No. 5 ............ Justus Brewer 

" 
" 
" 

2 .............Jas. A. Hawthorne " 6............Joel Bowlby 
3............ )[m·k'Veaver " 7............John L. Jone~ 
4­ ...........~. C'. Lazzell " S............Zimri Ammons 

MILLS. 

Pel'h;lp~ the oldest mill in the district was a horse-mill, 

near the ~ite of the school-house. One account says Dayis 

Shockley lmilt it, another says James Lemasters. It hacl 

a cardi))g maehine attached. About 1845, JolIn Lemley 

bllilt.a water-mill below Cassville. Barrickman & Layton 

bought him out, and then Barrickman;~ ran it. .About 1867, 

* John E. RlJT!r,kman marlic<1 Susan, a daughter of Peter A. Layton. lIe 1YUS a juS­
tice of t':t' .r~a, .. (OJ' YE'JN, and is now engaged in tanning and m1lllng. 
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he tore it down and built his present large steam flouring­

mill. David Scott built a mill about 300 yards below Ham­

ilton. The hill above it slipped and pushed the mill into 

the river. Boyers's mill is said to have ,been built by n 

Scott. Another account says by oJones and Black. It is 

north-west of Morgantown 31- miles. Jacob Boyers sold it 
to his son, H. J. Boyers, the father of the present miller, S. 

W. Boyers. Wharton's steam flouring-mill at Osageville is 

a tln'ee-story frame; 30-horse-power engine; capacity, 100 
bushels a day. A steam saw-mill attached is run by a 16­
llorse-power engine and cuts 5000 feet of lumber per day. 

Bowlby's large steam flouring-mill is at the head of Rob­
inson's run, and was built about 1856. The Critchfield mill 

was built about 16 years ago, on Robinson's run. R. F. 
Tapp operated it for several years. In 1882, Smyth Broth­

ers used it to manufacture furniture. A steam saw-mill iH 

near. 

'I'anneJ'ies.-John K. Barrickman's at Cassville; and out> 

above 1\Iaidsville was built by Andrew Kirkhart. It was 
torn dOl'll. Joseph R. Everly built one about thirty-fiyt> 

years ago, and sold it to James Sanders in 1867. 

FERRIES. 

John Da.wson chartered a ferry at Hamilton, but it went 

down. Coll~ns's Ferry is an old one. ""'ithin forty yearx 
among its keepers have been: one Conwell, Jonathan Co­

bun, John 1\Ie8ser, Isaac Dean, George Smith, and Perry 

St. Clair, the present ferryman. It is from the mouth of 

Robinson's l'un across the Monongahela River. Stone'H 

Ferry is from the mouth of Crooked l'un across the riYer. 

MO~OXGALIA SALT WORKH. 

Salt-water was struck in an oil-well boring at StulllptoWll, 
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and works by the above name were erected, and a fair 

quality of salt was made. The salt-water, it is said, was 
struck at 260 feet. The works were abandoned. Peter A. 
Layton and Andrew Brown' sank a salt-well about 1824:, 

on Scott's run, but did not carry out their idea of making 

salt. 
OIL BORINGS. 

An oil-well was sunk at Stumptown, between 700 and 800 
feet deep. A 1\Iaidsville oil company put down a· h,ole 
about 600 feet, below 1\Iaidsville on Robinson's run. It is 
said they went through a 14-foot vein of coal. 

COUNTY POOR HOUSE 

Is situated one-half mile below Cassville, and IS a fine 
two-StOl'Y brick building, 30x40 feet. The property and 
dwelling-house, not including the poor-house, cost $2000. 
The building committee-Emrod TeIll}ant, Alph. Yeager 
tll1c1 Barton Core-let out the building of the poor-house 
to a 1\11'. Haines for $4200, in 1874. 1\1rs. Alice Carothers 
kept it first; then John L. Jones; and, in April, 1883, W. 
P. Barker came in charge. 

RELIGIOUS DEXOl\n~ATIONS. 

All the churches in Cass are either of the Methodist 
Episcopal or the l\lethodist Protestant denoniination . 

. The lUethodist ,Episcopal are: 1. Bethel, whi~h burnt 
down a few years ago and was rebuilt. It stands one mile 
west of 1\laidsville; 2. Fort l\1artin; '3. Cassville, where 

John 'Villey was a local preacher over seventy-fiye years 
ago; 4. 'Vn;cle's Church. 

The 1\lethoclist Protestant has three churches in the dis­
trict: one at l\1aidsyille, one at Cassville, and the other on 
Gustin run (a branch of Scott's run), ne3.1' Stumptown. 
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SCHOOLS. 

Over seventy-five years ago Davis Shockley ana "rilliam 
Slater taught school on the site of Cassville. 

SCHOOL CO:'tDIISSlON~~RS ELEC1-'ED. 

1864, Lorenzo Davis, 3, years; George Alexander, 2 years; S. K 
Lemley, 1 year. 

1865, James Lazzell and Alexander Davis. 1866, Benjamin Che~t­
ney. 

1867, A. S. Courtney, president; Benjamin Chestney and James 

Lazzell. 
1808-9, A. S. Courtney, president; Benjamin Chestney and Alex­

ander Evans. 
1870, A. S. Courtney, president; Alexander Evans and James S. 

l\Hner. 
1871, Alexander Evans, President; Ju.mefl S. Miller and A. S. 

Courtney. 
1872, A. J. l\faple, president; James S. 1\liller and S. L. Boyers. 

BOARDS OF EDUCATIOX, 1873 '1'0 1884­

1873, A. J. 1\laple~ president; N. I..J. South and Z. P. Ridgway. 
1874, James Sanders, president; N. L. South and Z. P. Ridgway. 

1875-6, James Sanders, president: John T. Flemin,g and J. F. 

Wade. 
1877, James Sanders, president; John T. Fleming and J. J. 

Wharton. 
1879, James Sanders, president; Barton Core and J . •T. 'Vharton. 
1881, James Sanders, president; 'V. H. Smythe and Isaac'Veaver. 
1883, James Sanders, president; 'V. H. Smythe and Barton Core. 

SECRE'1'ARIES Ol!~ BOARDS OP lmUCATIOX. 

1808-S. S. Courtney 1S70-David 'Yiedman 1881-J. J. 'Yhartoll 
1869--A. G. Halfin 

Cass school district is now divided into ten sub-districts, 

as follows: 
No.1, Fort 1\lartin No.5, 1\lountaiIl Tea Xo. 8, Bnekeyp 

" 2, 1\laidsville " 6, Stumptowll ., 9, Of'agevHlt-' 
., 3,-Lazzell " 7, Laurel Hill " 10, Cass"i1le 
" 4, Jimtown 

Osageville, No. 9, was formed, in 1878, from Jimtowll, 
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No.4; Cassville, No. 10, was formed from Laurel Hill, No. 

7, in 1879. The Fort l\Iartin school-house was the only 

~ubscription school-house accepted in .the county, in 18~5, 
for a free school building. 

YEAR. 
~~ 

1868..... 86 83 
54 7'91869..... 
6.3 821870..... 
59 851871 ..... 
56 891872..... 

86501873..... 
53 891874..... 

811875•.•.. 54 
47 751876..••• 

6645nm ..... 
53 6218i8..... 

56451879..... 
5347

1880..... 11 371881..... 23 
4818R2..... 32 
....1888..... . ... 

SCHOOL ENU~ERATION BY YEARS. 

~ 

55 
56 
66 
73 
73 
71 
75 
74 
82 
80 
89 
84 
B9 
55 
49 
.... 

SUB-D.m",,", 
~ 

00 
76 
85 
67 
67 
82 
75 
7'9 
78 
76 
42 
38 
35 
25 
26 
.... 

NO.5 NO.6 

7,
63 
49 
54 
56 
59 
53 
61 
50 
40 
53 
59 
55 
56 
52 
.... 

00 
65 
79 
74 
70 
67 
61 
68 
66 
61 
50 
55 
59 
41 
48 
. ... 

~I~

861" 

91 
92 
93 
97 
89 
89 
8~ 
88 

104 
102 

4.3 
46 
27· 
30 
.... 

24 
24 
39 
29 
27 
28 
28 
21 
:31 
37 
21 
32 
4~ 
26 

.... 

I D"T"cr. 
~~ Males F'm'les Total 

.... ..... 197 182 .,. 

.... .... . 270 249 514 

.... ..... 293 247 540 

.... ..... 2<J4 238 .'):32 

.. .. 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 
43 
47 
48 
42 
30 
. ... 

.. .. . 275 262 5:37 

. .... 5'U30a 228 
52;')..... 279 246 

. .... 5:36286 250 

. .... 264 53724:1 

. .... 267 236 503 

. .... ~67 286 503 

}I
53 261 507238 

255 4942.39 
223 174 397 

......164 . '230' 424194 

PRIZE FIGHT.-It was in Ca~s, at the m~~)Uth of Crooked 
run, that the pugilists, Walling and Campbell, who came 

I 

from Colorado to Pittsburgh, and from that city by boat up 
the l\Ionongahela River, fought in 1881. 

STATISTICS OF CASS DISTRICT. 

VOTERS.~ I [tli~ ~ 'g~~rn I Cl.>00' Wl do •
YJIlAR. I 00 Cl.> • • l!:FCl.> 1: cti t1: Q) • "d 

~; ~ fr I 00 ';::'bo C).!C o':S .£ ~ 

----------I-~~ -~- -~- ~~IJ! _~_®-1! ~__~ 

1866..... . ................. 
 504' 1,01612,786 216 20 60 ° 273 2 
1867................................ 
 488 1,064 2 932 161 124 55 ° 272 2 
18fi8................................ 
 492 1,327 3,47.3 160 129 66 1 296 1 
IS(jfl ............................... 470 1,329 2,339 139 131 53 1 292 2 
1870.............................. 498 1.55211,773 187 - 26 229 306 2 
1871 ............................... 
1872 ............................... ?~: ~~'~~~II ~:.:~: ~~.: :: ~.~ ..: :~.~ ..~ 
1873................................. 
 557 1,640 1,163 186 37 243 5 290 1 
1874................................. 566 1,406,1,420 ~08 39 72 7 299 .•• 
1875........................... .. 573 ],565,1,111 180 40 60 8 304 ••• 
1876............................... 
 545 I I 07a l,110 180 43 63 12 299 ... 
18'i7 .............................. 
 535 1,293 1,016 220 53 56 12 308 .. . 
1878 .............................. 528 1,509 910 208 48 68 13 32:3 .. . 
1~79.......................... .•. 488)1,534 946 186 53 65 15 317 .. . l
lRSO ............................... 
 446 11,21911,!l22 143 59 60 16 314 
lR81 ..... ....................... 
 43.5 1,40712,744 165 80 69 14 318 
188'2.............................. . 
 441 11,338 2,981 195 184 211 17 309 
1&~ ............................ 
 484 1,811 2,803 187 199 47 17 312 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 

JOHN H. BOWLBY.-;-The grandfather of the l'ubject or this 
liketch, John Bowlby, ?ame fromNottinghamshil'e, Englaud, where 
the family is still numerous. He "Was one of the twenty-four pro­
prietaries of New Jersey, and owned there the twenty-fourth part 
of that State. James Bowiby, John's son, "'8S edlH'ated as a 
lawyer in New Jersey, and married Lydia Carhart in that State. 
In 1797, he came with his family to the Forks cf Cheat. and re­
mained there until 1798, when he crossed Bald Hill ill the first 
wagon ever driven across that country, and settled on the land 
which he had previously bought of James Polloc, on the head­
waters of Robinson's run. Here he .raised It famil~' of ~e~en chil­
dren, viz.: 1. Samuel C., who moved to Ohio in 18ll:) : 2. Rebecca, 
who married Thomas Lazzell, Jr.; 3. 'ViHiampe C' l who mnrried a. 
man named 'Smith 'and moved to Ohio; 4. Robert L., who married 
Margaret Smith and lived and died in tins county: 5..John H., the 
subject of this sketch, who was born in this ('(muty. u few days 
after the arrival of the family; 6. Catey who llI:tnied Hynson 
,smith; 7. James, who never waf' married, and who <lied in 1823, 
aged nineteen years. 

John H. Bowlby was born February 21, 1798. He obhdned his 
education in the rude schools of that day. In 181H, he W~8 com­
missioned as first lieutenant in the Virgima militia, aJld, some 
years later, as a captain of the same company, ~eryjllg ill that ca­
pacit.y for several years. About 1840, he was elt>cied and commis­
sioned colonel of 140th Regt. Va. militia; resigned about 1850. He 
was one of the seven of his regiment who volunteered for service 
in the Mexican War, but being advanced in lif(> he neyer entered 
acth~e service. About 1836, he was appoi1lted justiee of the peace, 
and held that office for about ten years, when, ht> rt'~igned. In 
1843, he was elected to represent Monongalia in the Virginia legis­
lature, serving one year in that body. He was It. ~('hool ('ommis­

~ioner for many years before the Civil'Var. 

On October 23, 1823, he married Elizabeth Srt','eu)o(. "Cn distant 
relative of Thaddeus Stevens,) of Greene County, ]It'JlJI.. whose 
parents had come from New Jersey about the f;flllH' r,iuH' that the 
Bowlbys came. They had eight children: 1. Sal1mel ('.. who diet} 
in 184,1, unmarried, aged Reventeen year!'1, of typhoid Ct>\"(>r-the 
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first case in the county; 2. Edward J., who married Emeleen 

Boyles in 184:5, and has had six children, two of w hOIll are dead and 

four living, viz.: Charles J., a lawyer, practicing at Crete City, 
Nebraska; Lucinda, who married Simon McClure and lives in this 

county; Phebe M., who married 'Villiam Steele, of this county; 

Nancy C., who married 'Villiam B. ~olbert; the deceased were 
Elizabeth S. and Joseph E. His third child was James P., who 

married, first, Irene Boyles, by whom he had six children, and, 

second, Susan Donley, by whom he has had nine children; 4. John 

W., who died in 1882, unmarried, aged eighty-two years; o. Belinda 
A., who married Spencer Morris, M.D.,Ph.D., of the Jefferson Medi­

cal College, Philadelphia, Penn.; 6. Benson F., who died in 1863, 

aged twenty-three, and unmarried; 7. Alcinda L.,who married John 
M. Boyles, of Clinton District; 8. Joseph M., who died in 1836, aged 

about two years. 

John H. Bowlby was a Jacksonian Democrat all his life, and 
voted for every Democratic nominee for president from J aIlles 

Madison to 'V. S. Hancock. He is still ~iving, and hopes to live to 
vote for the nominee in 1884. He has been in the cattle business 

fo!' sixty years. "He is the first nian in this county who ever gave 
$100 for a yoke of oxen." In 1856, he built the steam-mill, 30x30 

feet, three stories high, and a saw-mill, 18x45. Two run of buhrs 
were put in at first-same yet. John H. and his son James P. run 
the business until 1860, when E. oJ. became a partner and James P. 
rt'tired. About 1869, the mill passed entirely into the hands of E.J. 
About this time J oim H. distributed his property amounting to 
about $40,000, among his four children. In 1877, he made a fur­

ther division among the four children, amounting to about $1,000 

each. By the death ofhi~ son, John 'V., without heirs, the "home 
place " again passed to J obn H .. and, in 1882, he sold this to his 

two sons. 

John H. Bowlby has been a member of the Methodist Prote~tant 
Church for lllany years, and has been a class-leader and a steward. 

He was one of the charter members of Morgantown Lodgt'. No. 03, 

A. F.'and A. M. 

Thomas and Richard Bowlby, brothers, and John (grandfather 
of the subject of this sketch) went froUl Ne"w Jersey to Noya S('otia 
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about the breaking out of the Revolutionary War, being Loyalists, 

and afterward to Upper Canada, where their descendants are nu­

merous and have enjoyed many distinctions under the Canadian 

government 

JOHN T. FLEMING, youngest son of Levin Fleming and :Mary 'Vil­
ley, was born June 8,1827, near Cassville. 'He worked on the farm 

until the age of twenty-one,. about which time his health failing, 
he began teaching, which he followed for six years. He married 
Willimpe T. Smyth, daughter of Hynson Smyth, December 27, 1853. 

He was elected, in 1854, to the sheriffalty of the county, and was 

the first Democrat to hold that office in :Monongalia. His success 
and efficiency was evidenced by a re-election the following term 
with 1000 majority, he serving as sheriff and deputy until 1860. 

In 1865, he removed back to his farm near Cassville. Although 
bis education was only that of the common schools, yet he has 
collected a considerable library, and is a man of extensive knowl­

edge for his advantages. 

He never had a lawsuit while sheriff, and retired from the office 
with honor to himself and with the personal good-will of the whole 
people. He was repeatedly complime~ted by State officials, for 
his promptness and kindness as a public servant. 

CHRIS'fOPHER GARLOW came from :Maryland, and married a 
Miss Snively. His children were: Andrew, father of John, who 

lives on Snider's Indian camp farm; Joseph, who was killed in 

the 'Val' of 1812; 10hn; :Motta Partness; Tina Fortney; Mary 
:Barmore ~ Elizabeth :Muzzy, and Daniel. 

PHILIP SHIYELY, grandfather of Michael Shively, when 93 years 
of age, split a hundred rails in a day. He used to say that his 

father was his "his own man for 100 years," he having been 121 

years of age at his death. 

JO.HN DAVIS married a Furbee. He died at 97 years of age. Of 

his son1: Robert went to Tyler County; Mathias remained in Mon­
ongalia, while Thomas went to Kentucky. 

Among the immigrants who came into Cass from Delaware, 

beside the 'Villeys, the Davises and the Flemings mentioned on 
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page 698, were the 10hnsons. the Lawlises, the Coles, the PrideB, 
the Hayses, the 'Vades, the Barkers and the Conways. 

ELIAS SIMPSON married Elizabeth Murray and came from Dela­
,vare and settled on 'Villiam 'Vadkin's place on Scott's run, about 
1794:. One of his sons is Squire Purnell Simpson, now living in 
Morgantown. Elias had tW? brothers, William and David, who 
came out but who went West. 

THOMAS HACKNEY came from Delaware. He married Elizabeth 
Hart. He was the father of ex-Sheriff Samuel Hackney, of Mor­
gantown. 

FOR'l'NEY F AMILY.-The ancestor of .the Fortney family came 
from France; fought in the Revolution ; then returnedand brought 
his family. His son Henry came from Frederick County, Md., to 
Greene County, Penn., and to Monongalia in 1808. Among Henry's 
sons-were Daniel, Peter, and John. John's children were Dapiel 
J., Eli (of Kentucky), Joseph, .Tohn G. (of Preston County), Levi, 
and Barbara Clark. 
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GRA..~T DISTRICT is lJOlllld~d on the north and north-east,by 
Cass District; ou the ea:-:t and south-east it is separated b! 
the Monongahela. Ri vel' from :hlorgan 3Jld Clinton districts; 
on the south and ~ollth-~ast it is bouni{ed by ~al'ion 

County and on the we~t 1I11It north-west it is bounded by 

Clay District. 
, ' 

Grant District, ill lA07, t'omprised the Eighth (constab­
ulary) District, eXl~ept that portion of the present district 
south of Big Indian ,'reek, which :was in the Ninth. The 
Eighth also embrtwed all of Cass south of Scott's run. In 
1831, it was the south-eastern part of the Third (constab­
ulary) District, whi('h \·omprised nearly the present teni­
tory of Clay, Cass and G-r~lnt. In 1852, the present terri­
tory of the distriet bel'tlllle the Fifth Magisterial District 
(p.565). In 186B, Gl"u,ut '.rownship was established, em­
bI'acing the ten-itory or the present district, and named in 

h~nor of Gen. IT. S. ({rant. In 1873, a:4nt Township, by a. 
change of designatinll . fllPl'ely, becam~ ~e present Grant 
District. 



716 HISTORY OF MONONGALIA COUNTY. 

The slope of the main portion. of the district is to the 
north-east and east in the direction of its main streams, 
Dent's l'un and the Monongahela River. In the southern 
part the slope is to the south-east in the direction of Big 
Indian creek 

The surface is broken and hilly; the soil is clay and ~and 
loam, very rich and productive. Wheat is said to average 
from 8 to 18 bushels per acre; corn, 25 to 60; oats, 16 to 
40, and potatoes, 75 to 125. All small fruits and vegetables 
do well. Apples are the main fruit crop; pears, cherries 
and plums are raised, and, some years, a crop of peaches. 
The district was once heavily timbered, but a great portion 
of it has been cleared. Oak (of different varieties) was the 
main timber, with sugar, poplar, chestnut, hickory and 
walnut. Its mineral wealth-coal, iron ~re and limestone­
has never been fully developed, but is similar in many re­
spects to the mineral wealth of Cass District, as described, 
commencing at page 223. 

The wild animals common in the district in an early day 
were the same as were found all over the county: the buf­
Ialo, deer, panther, wolf, bear and wild cat, all of which 
have given awa.y to the advance of civilization, whose ring­
ing ax-blows cleared out their haunts for the domestic 
animals of to-day. Sheep, hogs, cattle and horses do well 
and thrive. 

INDIAN OCCUPATION. 

Th~ Indians sought the hills and streams of Grant for 

- the same purposes that they visited all other portions of 
the county, which were to hunt and fish. 

INDIAN :MILL nOCK. 

On the wat81's ~)£. Stewart's run, on the !al'm of S. C. 
Stewart, is a large ,)'ock in whic1l there are several holes 
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about 6 inches in diameter, varying in depth from 12 inches 
to 2l feet. They were said, by the early settlers, to have 
been used by tIle Indians to pound their corn in. A care­
ful examination of the rock shows that they were not worn 
by t?e action of water, and likely were used by the Indians 
for pounding corn or for keeping fire, or for both purposes. 
In the latter case, ashes were put in, then fire, then more 
ashes, then a stone lid or cover. Just below this rock are 
unmistakable evidences of an Indian encampment. 

PIONEERS AND EARLY SETTLERS. 

The following are among the pioneer settlers of Grant 

Dist'rict from 1770 to 1779 : 
li70-Alex Smith I774-James Denny I775-George Weaver 
tiil-Jacob Scott I774-T. Cunningham I775-Josiah Haskins 
177~-WOl. Robinson IF4-Dan'l Burchill 1775-Benjamin Wilson 
1772-George Robinson 17i4-William Hill 1775-David Burchill 
17i3-James Piles 17i4-Abe. Lemasters 1775-Joseph Barker 
1773-John Cocbran 1774-SamuelOsborn 1775-John Barker 
1773-Jacob Barker In5-Joho McDonald I775-James Barker 
1773-John Stewart 1775-John Dent Ii75-Levi Carter 
1773-Hezekiah Stout 1775-James Wells 1778- - Lougb 

STEWART'S BLOCK HOUS'E. 

J obn Stewart ~f built a block house on his lands on 
Stewart's run about one mile down from its head. It stood 
on a smalll'idge b~tween two ravines on the right hand side 
.of the run, and was standing as late as 1796. It was built 
some time after 1773. Henry Michael now owns the land 
the fort was on, and it was not ~ar from his house where it 
stood. 

The Indians never killed anyone in Grant of whom we 

haye any account. It is said that 'Yilliam Stewart, son of 

• John Stewart, Ron of WHUam Stewart mentioned on page 81, came trom Stewart­
town and took up Ill!) acres ot land along the run now beartng Ills name. lIe mar­
ried a )11,>s Robe. Their children were: WllUam, DaVid, samuel, Sarah, EUl[l,beUl 
Hall, 'Xancy and )[ary. 
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Jolin Stewart, was chased by Inditl"l1=-- while returning. from 
a mill that stood where Boyers's mill now is in Cass District. 

GROWTH OF ·THl': JHHTRICT. 

Bei~g an. agricultural district~ itR growth has been ~eces­
sarily slow. The building of the pike through the district, 
to some extent, 'for a time, gave all impetus to the produc­
tion of grain and the raising of ho./.',-;eR antI cattle. With' a 
rich soil, tIre district is capable of II tleyelopment that would 
make it one of the best. 

The district, 'with 29,811 acl't'1'3 of al'en, stands fifth. in 
orde~' of size. In 1880, "Yith 2,1:")6 inhltbit.ants, it is fourth 
in oreler of population;' and, iu 188:-;, with $849,932 of 
wealth, it stands first of the seYf>l1 d.i~tri~·tH of the county in 
oreler of wealth. 

CIYIL LIST-:\IAGISTERIAI. OFl'lI'I-:I::-:, 1852-1863. 
JUSTICJo:S. 

1852. 1856 1860 

John B. Lough John B. Longh John B. Lough 

Gideon Barb Jesse Mercer .Jesse Mercer 

John B. Yeager .Tames Steele 

Philip Rogers Ulysses Cnm p 


CO~STJ,..BJ.WS. 

1852 1856 1860 

Ulysses Camp Jacob Barker li'. :\[, Arnett 


William Smith U. W. Gilmore 


'!'OWNSHIP OFFICEH~. 18tl;; -1873. 
JUSTI('}o:~.:;' 

186~ 18!')7 1871 
J. A. Waters I. C. Rieh ]~. W. Brand 

Isaac Cordray James Steele .J. H. Coogle 


CON&TABJ.l';>(. 

1863 18G'; 1871 
R. B. Fogle R. B. Fogle H. B. Fogle 
C. W. Miller J. S. Thorn .r. B. IJynch. 


1865 18~W 


R. B. Fogle R. B. Fogle 
J. S. Thorn J. S. Thorn 

----~­

• To fill vacancy: 1866, I. C. Ricb. 

http:CO~STJ,..BJ.WS
http:l\fONOXHA1.IA
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SUPERVISORS. 

1~63-Matthew Lough IMtl-Reuben Finnell 1869-Wm. ~'ear 
1864-Reuben Finnell 181S7-J. E. Arnett 1870-Wm. Fear 
1865-Daniel Glasscock 1868-Wm. Fear 1871-J. M. Taylor 

INSPECTORS OF ELl:CTIONS. 

lS6S-Henry Potter 1866-8. J. Cale 1869-0wen Hawker 
J. P. Thorn J. P. Thorn J. P. Thorn 

1864-Henry Potter IB~7-A. Giasscock ·1170-1. S. Lough 
J. P. Thorn J. P. Thorn Enganius Stumn 

1865-Henry Potter 1868-James Steele 1871-J. P. Thorn 
J. P. Thorn J. P. Thorn Engenius Stumn 

OVERSE1i::aS OF :POOR. 

1863·85-J. McClarnan 1868.70-ReubenFinnel 1871-1. A. Thompson 
1865-68-Wm. Fear 1870-J. W. Smith 

TOWNSHIP CLERXS. 

1863':65-M. Sbanks 1866-John Johnson 1870-72-Garrett Conn 
1865-D. C. Shaffer 1867-70-George Barb 

TOWNSHIP TREASURERS. 

1863-66-Peter Fogle 1867-Robison Hare 1868-70-Curtis Arnetf 
186S-F. M. Arnett 

DISTRICT OFFICEmS, 1873..:.1884•. 
JUSTICES. 

~1872-E. 'V. Brand IS76-E. W. Brand 1880-M. J. Knox 
Shelbyp! Barker James E. Dent J. P. Thorn 

CONSTABLES, 

i·lSi:!-':"J. A. Thompson 1876-J. M.Hildebrand lSSO-D. Y. McElroy 
J. B. Lynch Sam'l McElr<'y Taylor Hess 

POLLI~G PLACES. 

In 1832, :Middletown' (now Fairmont) and 1\Iorgantown 
seem to have been the nearest polling places. In 1852, 
Laurel Point and Cox's were established in the district. In 
1864, Laurel Point and A.rnettsville were established, ancl 
have been the polls since. 

t PRESIDEs'rIAL VOl'E, 1852-1880. 

1852, Pierce, 188 ; 1864, Lincoln, 205 ; 

Scott, 33. McClellan, 138. 


1856, Buchanan, 169; 1868, Grant, 258; 

Filmore, 12'. Seymour1 14~. 


• Elected August 22, lSi.:?, and went 111to office January 1, 18;3. 
t 'l'here Is no record of 1860. The votes glyen are the sum total of Totes C(U3t at the 

polling places In the dlstrlct. 
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1872, Grant, 240 ; 1880, Garfield, 227 ; 
Greeley, 133; O'Connor, 5. Hancock, 171. 

1876, Hayes, 228 ; 
Tilden, 169. 

TOWNS. 

The oldest and l:trgest town in the district is Granville. 
It was laid out by Capt.. Felix Scott, and named Grand­
ville. It was established by an act of Assembly passed 
January 22, 1814, which recited "that the lots and streets 
as already laid off on the Monongahela River, be established 
a town by the name of Grandville; and that John Bouslog, 
Robert O. Scott, James Tibbs, Thomas 'Vade, Jr., Joseph 
Dunlap, Thomas Hess and Felix Scott" be appointed trus­
tees. The honses 'yere to be at least twelve feet square, 
with brick or stone chimneys, and seven years were allowed 
lot-holders in which to improve and build on their lots. 
On December 31, 1819, an act was passed allowing lot­
holders seven years longer in which to build on their lots. 
On June 6, 1814, we find Oapt. Felix Scott making his first 
sale of lots. The town was laid out into fOl'ty-three lots, 
and sold as follows, by Oapt. Scott: ~f 
Xo. PW'C1Ul.':el', No. Pw·clwsel'. 1io. Pw·clWSel'. 

1. Robert C. Scott 10. Robert C. Scott 19. Robert C. Scott 
2. J obc BoueiCJg 11. David Scott 20. Robert C. Scott 
:3. John Bouslog 12. DaVid Scott 21, Robert C. Scott 
4. John Bouslog 13. Robert C. Scott 22. Robert C. Scott 
5. John Bouslog 14. Joseph Dunlap 23. Philip Shively 
6. John Bouslog 15. George Barrick 24. Philip Shively 
7. Thomas Hess 16. Robert C. Scott 25. Phili p Shive!y 
8. Thomas Hess 17. Robert C. Scott 26. Jacob Barrick 
9. Benjamin Stephens 18. Robert C. Scott 27. Robert C. Scott 

* capt. Felix Scott was a son of Capt. David Scott who came from the South Brancb. 
Ins lI-ife, it is said, was a Cunningham. Their children were: 1. and 2. Phebe and 
l,'anny, 1~1lled by Indians (pp.63-64); 3. Hannah, who married Jesse, son of Col. Chas. 
)[altin; 4. Col. James,:who married Amelia Daugherty; 5. Robert, who marrIed a. 
cunningham; 6. capt. Felix, who married Nancy, daughter of Capt. John Dent; 7. 
Sally, who married a Gapen. Capt. David Scott Uved most ot the time across the 
river from Hamilton in Union District. :Major David Scott, of Grant, was said to have 
l)ccn a ncphew of Capt. David scott; and Jacob Scott, who Uved at the" Red BrIdge," 



OLIVER P. JOLLIFFE. 
See Appendix 
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No. Purchaser. ..";0, Purchaser. So. l'ul'cllQst'r• 

28. l\1i,,~ael Shlvel,. 34. JO!,eph Dunlap 39. Philip Shively 
2~. J obn Fortney 35. JOlltph Dunlap 40. Robert C. ~cott 
30. John Furbee 36. S~muel El"erly 41. George Barem()re 
31. Daniel Thompson 37. Mor6rau Scott , 42. George Barrick 
32. Daniel Thompson 38. Philip Shively 43. Robert C. Seott 
33. Robert C. Scott 

On June 6, 1814, Robert C. Scott bought Nos. 1, 10, 16 to 
22, 27, 33, 40 and 43 for $500. On the same day, Philip 
Shively bought Nos. 23 to 25, 38 and 39 for $80; John 
Bouslog, Nos. 2, 3, 6 and 45 for $500 ; Joseph Dunlap, Nos. 
14,34: and 35 $500; Thomas Hess, Nos. 7 and 8 for $100; 
George Barrack, Nos. 15 and 42 fOl' $20; John Fortney, No. 
29 for $30; Jacob Barrack, No. 26 for $20; George Bare­
more, No. 41 for $10; Benjamin Stephens No. g for $20; 
Michael Shively No. 28 for $30; Daniel Thompson, Nos. 31 
and 32 for $40; Samuel Everly, No. 36 for $56, and ~Iorgan 
Scott No. 37 for $20. On June 10, 1816, Robert C. Scott 
bought No. 13 for $30. March 6,1819, David Scott bought 
Nos. 11 and 12 for $80, and John Furbee No. 30 f01' $80. 

It is said that Capt. Scott named the town from the 
island in the l'iver opposite it, and also that he had the 
first house buiU, in 1812, where Mr. Lewellin lives. The 
first store was kept by Felix Scott, between 1812 and 1815. 
Dr. Dent kept a store for a long time. Several others haye 
kept, and the last was the grocery of Mrs. Brown, who I'e­
moved, in 1883, to Hamilton. Dr. Marmaduke Dent located 
as a physician here in 1830, and practiced for about 50 years. 
Dr. U. L. Clemmer was with him for awhile. About 1830, 
a post-office was established. On account of their being 
a post-office by the name of Grandville in the Stattl, the 
name of the town was changed from Grandville to Gran-

WIlS said to have been elther a. brother or a. cousin or Capt. DavId Scott, .Tacob 
d1ed trom exposure In the Indian wars, asft. spy. Among bls children were: James9 
8ftrllh Barker. nnd Phebe, l'flfe or Benjamin IIam1ltoD. 

,(6 
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Tille. In 1~80, the population was 122. The town is on 
the l\Ionongahela River, two miles n0rth-west of l\Iorgan­
town. There is now no post-office here. . The only hotel is 
the Dent House, kept by 'Squire James E. Dent. 

LAUREL POINT. 

Capt. John Dent had a mill at Laurel Point, which blunt 
in 1800. A stone mill was built in its place, and it ~as suc­
ceeded by the present steam mill, which was built in 1841 
or 42, by Nimrod Dent. Between 1846 and 1851, the post­
office was established. In 1851, E. G. Brooke was post­
master. l\HUing, merchandising and distilling was com­
menced in 1790 at this place by Capt. John Dent; in 1828, 
Nimrod and Dr. Marmaduke, his sons, succeeded him. In 
1830, the Doctor sold out to Nimrod. Since Nimrod quit, 
sevel'al stores have been kept. The fhst physician here was 
Dr. Dent, n'om 1828 to 1831. 

ARNETTSVILLE.* 
Arnettsville stands on ground formerly o"\vned by James 

Al'nett, Jr. The first lot was sold to John Hess, about 1853 ; 
the first house hacl been built in 1846, by James Arnett, Jr. 
About 1858,.a ~regular plat of the to"\\Jl was made and lots 

offered for salB. About twenty-fh'e years ago, a post­
office was established 11el'e by the town name, and the 
name has never been changed. The present postmaster is 
A. 1H. Arnett,t who succeeded C. ",Y. 1\Iiller. James S. 
Thorn was. assistant ·postmaster. Alllong the previous 
postmasters were James Arnett, Jr., A. N. 1\Iiller, F. 1\1. 

.. 'l111s sketch of ArnettsYllle was furnIshed by W. Scott Garner. 
t .\. M. Arnett was born In 182:3. Bis grandfather, Andrew Arnett, came here from 

tIl') "Eastern Shore" in VIrgInia, about 1785. He owned 600 acres Of land adJollliDg' 
Arnettsyllle. A.:.'\t. Arnett married, in 18-13, La,·Ina PrIce. 'l'hey have had eleven' 
Clultlren, five of whom are SUU"Uving. ~lr. Arnett wa\ a ~onstable before the el\"11"-' 
w:.r; hn;, been postmaster hlnee 18'i!1, and a notary public <;ince 1831. •. 
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Arnett,* Joseph H. Coogle. The first store was kept by 
George G. Gregg. Dr. James 1\'I. Price was the first phy-' 
sician, about 1856; the present physician is Dr. George W~ 
Dent. Among the other physicians who have practiced 
here were L. S. Brock, J. H. Stumm, F. Howell, J. P. 
Clayton, C. C. Jacobs. Among the merchants were A. N. 
l\Iiller, Coogle & Brother, Thol'n & l\Iiller, Charles Billings­
ley, S. A. Posten. The present merchants are Price 
Brothers and Hood & Clayton. 1\Iiss Irene Smith has a 
millinery store; 1\1rs. l\1art~la E. 1\Iiller keeps the hotel; 
Eddy & Floyd own a portable steam saw-mill which is 
located here at present: The population of the town in 
1880 was given at fifty-four. It is situated on Big Indian 
creek, on the 1\1organtown and Fairmont pike, 11 miles 
south-west of the county-seat. 

LOWESVILLE. 

Lowesville is situated at the confluence of Big Indian 
Cl'eek with the l\fonongahela River, 12 miles south of 1\101'­
gantown. It derives its name from Levi Lowe, who built a 
nlill at this place before 1850. Jonathan 1\1. Heck pur­
chased the little town about 1852, and was to give $10,000 
for it. Among the earlier merchants was Jehu Stevens, 
succeeded by James Hood;I' Calvin Hood, John Hood, and,
Joseph A. Hood, the present merchant. 'Ve have no ac­
count of any physician ever locating here. The post-office 
is named after the town, and Joseph A. Hood is the present 

l * Capt. FranciS ~I. Arnett went to :Markleysburgh, Fayette County, Penn., and kept 
:l store; in 1870, kept Chalk IIlll tavern; 1876, kept Arnett House, West ~lorgaDtown ; 
and now has removed back to ~Iarkle.rsburgh aad opened a store. 

t John Hood came with his father, Archie Hood, from White Thorn, Scotland, to 
Washington County, Penn. John married Letitia Smith. TheIr children were: John 
H., Wm., James, Joseph, Maria Trippett and Letitia HotTman. John Hood wa'5 with 
I.auntz In the mercantile business tn Blacks'ille in 1S:3!J; then at Ham11ton; and, 
ahout, 18;;0. came to the Yirinity ot I,Qw('';Yllle. 
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postmaster. The residents of th~ town are : Joseph A. 
Hood, R. B. Tibbs, John t Hood, James McElroy (black­
smith), Jacob Phillips (shoemaker), James Hood (farmer), 
Mrs. Letitia Hood, Jacob Hoftinan (carpenter), David 
Clayton (nursery agent), and the miller. 

GEORGETOWN. 

Many years ago the old log meeting-house was built, and 
'was called Snyder's Church, the Snyder's Temple, and an 
effort was made to start a town by the name of Snyders ville, 
but it failed. In 1881, H. C. Miller opened a store here 
and obtained the removal of Cedar Valley post-office to 
this point and the change of its name to Georgetown. John 
Snyder was the patentee of the rand the town stands Oll. 

It is situated 91 miles south-west of Morgantown, on the 
Fishing Creek, Morgantown and Brandonville turnpike, 
generally called the Morgantown and Fairmont pike. The 
residents are: S. P. Barker (mill-owner), George Pratt, 
Emory Hill (blacksmith), R. S. Michael (blacksmith), H. C. 
:Miller* (merchant), Thomas Wells (shoemaker), Isaac E. 
Arnett, Daniel Y. McElroy and Alpheus Rice. 

FLICKERSVILLE.t 
In an early day, probably 1790 or 1800, John Coombs 

came from Pennsylvania and erected a saw-mill, and after­
ward a tub-mill for grinding corn. In 1883, a flouring-mill 
of two set of stones (one set were huhrs) was built here 
hy Caleb P. Price. It wus in operation until February, 
1877, when it was destroyed by fire. There had been a· 
lodge ~f Grangers organized here in 1876 (Lodge No. 30), 

• 11. Clay :MIller was born at Morgantown tn 1!!44; In mereantUe buslness at Morgan­
town; at Laurel Potnt, 1868-81 ; atGeorgewwn, 1881-4; W8B postmaster at L'lurel POint. 
a nd now at Georgetown; waR school commiSSioner, 18H1-3; roamed, In 18i6, Jennie 
'1'. Barker. TbelrchUdren are: Lloyd, T. Ray, and Sarah A. 

t Ry W. !"cott Garner. 
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which had held a meeting in a room of the mill build­
ing on Saturday night, and the mill burned on Sunday­
supposed to have caught from their fire. The first store 
here was a. grocery~ owned by J. B. Price, in 1853. Wm. 
Fear (1854) and J. W. Stansberry had sto!es. In 1876, the 
Grangers established a store, and, in two years, sold to J. 
P. Snider, who, in November, 1881, sold to the present pro­
prietor, J. B. Price. J. B. Price started a blacksmith shop 
here in 1837, and carried it on until some four years ago. 
Lewis Chisler came here in 1882, and began wagon-making. 
Caleb P. Price came to Grant District in 1806, from New 
Jersey. The property here was sold to the Prices about 
1820. John Coombs returned to Pennsylvania and died 
there. The to'wn is on a small run emptying into the ~Ion­
ongahela River. about two miles from Lowesville. 

MAIL SERVICE • 

. A daily mail runs from lIorgantown to Fairmont. On 
this route in Grant are Laurel Point, Georgetown and Ar­
nettsville post-offices. Lowesvill~, on another route, re­
ceives a bi-weekly mail. The office at Granville has been 
discontinued. Cedar Valley was established at the Rev. 
Wm. N. Stewart's with Stewart as postmaster; in 1881, it 
was moved one-half mile to Georgeto"~l, ~nd the name of 
the office clIangec1 to Geo!getown. 

nOADs. 

The main road through the distl'ict is the Brandonville 
and Fishing Creek Turnpike, generally caIl~d the l\Iorgan­
town and Fairmont pike. It run~ frOlll l\Iorgantown by tIte 
" Red Bridge," Laurel Point, Georgetown and Arnettsville. 
The old State road runs with tllis pike to the" Red Bridge," 
where it turns off to the right and l'uns past Zoar Baptist. 
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church, John B. Lough's,* and across the head of Stewart's 
'run, in the dil-ection of l\tlcCurdysville. A road runs 
along the l'iver, and. three roads run from Laurel Point into 
Cass District, while other roads run in every direction in 
the district. In 1882, Grant was divided into ten road pre­
cincts, and the cO~lnty court appointed the following sur­
veyors: 
No.1. Matthew Larkin No.6. Alpheus Rice 

2. Eugene Snider " 7. R. B. Tibbs 
3. A. L. Eddy .. 8. J. A. Thompson 

" 4. Z, M. Barker " 9. J. E. Stansberry 

•• 5. Jacob Eddy .. 10. ,\Villiam Camp 


MILLS. 

The first mill of which we have' any account was Capt. 
John Dent's mill ~t Laurel Point, about 1790. Coombs's 
mill at Flickersville .was likely the next. Levi Lowe built 
his mill at Lowesville before 1850, al~d it burnt down about 
fifteen years ago. His YOl~ngest son was in the mill when 
it burned and perished. He then built the present mill, a 
three-story frame, with a stone dam across the river giving 
watel' power all the year.. The mill is valued at $8000. He 
sold to Hood, Wisman & Fishel', who were succeeded by 
Hood & ",Visman, and they by the present firm of Hood & 

Son. Shelby P. Barker came to the site of Georgetown in 

.. A Lough whose first name Is lost came trom the north ot Ireland to this di"trlct. 
His sons, John, Joseph and James, came with him. Joseph settled where Eugene 
Snider lives. IIe marrled Jane Wiley. Among their ch1ldren were Matthew, Andrew, 
Joseph, David, Nancy, Jane, Anna and :Mary. 

John Lough married lor his second wife AnnIe Clelland, and settled where CurtIs 
Arnett lives. Their chlldren were Sarah Cordray, Julia Arnett, ~Iary Jones and 
llatthew. 

James mal'11ed Sarah Basnett; their children were John B. Lough, Nancy Neely. 
liariah Wllson, llary A. Wells and Samuel. now in ~Iarlon County. 

John B. Lough mamed RhOda Lynch; their children are: Sarah J. ~nchael, James 
ft., Samuel C., Maggie :n. Toothman, Nancy E. BOiCe, Wllliam E., Belle ness, Mat~ie (a. 
medical student at PhtIadelphia), and ~ewton T. John B. Lough served as Justice 
from 1852 to 1864; was In tbe legislature in 18:).~, 63, 64, ;0, 71 and 74, and sat in five 
dlfferent State-houses; was recordIng stewart 01 the Granville amI Monongalla cir ­
cuIts, ~. E. church, (rom lR4i to 1882. 



727 GRAN'f DISTRICT. 

1876, and built his present steam flouring-mill which he 

named the " Wagner Mill" for "\Villiam Wagner, of 1\1or­

gantown. 
RELIGIOUS DENO}IINATIdNS. 

Zoar Baptist church was organized in 1852, with tweh"e 

members, by the Rev. G. F. C. Conn, who served it as pas­

tor for twenty-four years.. Of the first twelve memhers 

were: Garrett'Lynch, Wilson Crowl and wife, Nancy Dent, 

Amelia Barker, Ann A. Barker, Ann n1artin, J ames Arnett 

and wife and Ann Arah Arnett. The Rev. Conn baptized 
about 300 persons here. An A:r;ti-Mission Baptist church 
is on Big Indian creek; it is callecll\1t. Tabor; was organ­

ized nearly a hundred years ago, and has about twenty-five 

or thirty members . 

.J.1Ietlwdist EjJiscojJal.-The territory of Grant was em­
braced in l\Ionongalia and l\Iarion circuit, which was formed 
some time between 1830 and 1840, and continued until 1847. 
Grandville circuit was formed August 21, 1847, embracing 

Grant, Cass and the ~outhern part of Clay. Richard .Jo:P-. 
dan was niinister in charge. nlorgan L. Boyers was a local 
preacher. . Henry Jones and James Arnett were exhorters. 

Class leaders : John 13. Lough at Cold Sprihg, Morgan 
Tucker at Huggins's (now l\It. Hermon in Clay), Joseph W. 
Snider at Snider's (now Georgetown), Elijah Snider at Lau­
rel Point, Sanford S. Scott at Grandville. Besides these 

charges wel'e four othm's ; Union (at Flickersville), Bend ,of 
the River, Arnett's (at Arnettsville), and Bethel. Fl'Olll this 

circuit l\Ionongalia circuit was formed, August 19, 1848. 

The cl13,rges were: 
Mt. Hermon Hawkins Cassville 
lJethel Grandville 'Vade's school-house 
Ft. Martin Cold Spring J.aurel FJnt (18))1) 
Peter's 'remple (1855) Sugar Grove (1853) 
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The preachers in charge were: 

1848-J. ,V. Regar 1802-J. L. Clark 18M-T. H. Train~r 
'V. Fribley Philip Green T. C. Hatfield 

1849-Thos. H. Monroe 1853-G. J. Nixon 1858-T. H. Trainer 
18M-T. H. Monroe A. Loughridge Nixon Potts 

S. King 1854-G. J. Nixon 18a7-R. M. 'Vallae€' 
1831-J. I.J. Clark Chas. McLane - T. R. 'ViI.on 

18G8-R. ~L Wallace, J. Sharp 

About three years ago l\Ionongalia circuit was divided, 
and Al'netts,ille circuit was formed from it. The charge~ 

are as follows: 

KOllolll}nlin Clrt:IlU. .A )'ll~ttsvilU Circllit. 

Granville Laurel l'>oint Arnet8ville Union 
CassTille 'Vade's O'Neal's (Bend of River) 
Ft. Martin Bethel Cold Spring Mt. Hermon 

Pt. Pleasant (Hawkins's) 

The ministers on the Al'nettsyille circuit have been: 

1880-Jacob T. Eichelberger'" 1881-2-G. J. l\fartin 
1883-John Conwell 

Cold Spring church was organized in 1849. The first 
class was John B. Lough (leader), Charles and Sarah A. 

Bayles, Allen ,and Malinda Stevens, Aal'on and l\Iarion 
Bm'ket" William N. Stewart; Thos. n., Leander B., Sal'aIt 
A., JameR G. and Isabelln. 1Yilson;' Dudley and Nancy 
Miller; Charlotte F., Christina, Isaac S. and Joseph N. Cox; 
David Herrington, John J. Kern, Hannah Wince, Stephen 
G. and l\Iary A. Sny(ler, Felix E. Bayles, Sarah Youst, 
Joseph and Adaline Lough-total, 27. Present member­
ship, 35. They fhst met in the school-house, which con­
tinued the place of meeting until it burnt. The present 
frame church 'was erected about 1864. The class-lenders 
have been: John B. Lough, Aaron Barker, Chades Bayles 

• Rev. Jacob T. ElchE'lbel'ger Is now on the Jolly town (Penn.) cIrcuit. lie Is well ac­
quainted wIth the lltstory of the M. E. church, and 11ls0 is very tnrnlllnr with the 
early history or Northwestern Virginia. 
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(for a short time) .und John B. Lough again, who is still 
serving. 

Preibytel'iau. C It:w·ch.*-Stewart's Run church, now called 
Sugar Grove, was org~nized August 1, 1835. The members 
were: 

'Villiam Stewart and Elizabeth his wife, Evan Stewart and .lane 
his wife, John Stewart and Elizabeth his wife, John Lough, laaac 
Cordray, John Pratt and Hannah bis wife, Isaac Cox, Mary Kelley, 
Areli Stewart, Malinda Cordray, Elizabeth Lough, Nancy Barrack­
man, and Asa Hall and Elizabeth his wife. 

The Rev. C. B. Bristol was the first pastor, and William 
Stewart, John Lough and John Stewart were the first ruling 
elders. 

Abstract froPl the session book: 
"The Rev. Cyrus Beecher Bristol, a missionary under the Assem­

bly's Board, commenced preaching on Stewart's run in December, 

1831. From time to time a few members were addNl to the church 
of Middletown. In 1835, a church was organized, as may be Been 
from the sessional records.n 

This organization worslliped alternately at William Stew­
art's and Major John Lough's. Their communion services 
were generally lwld in the grove on Stewart's run and in 
l\Iajor Lough's barn-now Curtis Arnett's. 1Yilliam P. 

Harshe, of Fairmont, succeeded the Rev. Mr. Bl'isto~ as 
pastor, ill 1845 or 46. The Rev. James Dayis, of 1\Iorgan­

town, became pastor in 1846, since which t!me it has been 

under the eal'e of the pastOl's of the 1\Iorgantowll church in 

tlle order lJamed : 
1856-04-H. ,V. Biggs 1870-Robert'Vhite 18i9-J. B. Dickey 
1866-'V. A. Hooper· 1872-A. A. Jemison 1883-8. L. Finney 

Sugar Grove meeting-house was built about 1848 or 49. The 

ruling elders elected since 1836 are: Isaac Cordray, 'l\fatthew 

Lough, Charles I. Brand and J. Marshall J~ough. Three of the 
- --- - ----- ----:-----­

... By 8. C. Stewart. 
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original members are still livmg, namely: Isaac Cordray, Malinda 
Lough (nee Cordray) and Mary Kelley, The church now bas' 

ab9ut forty members. 

SABBATH SCHOOLS. 

In 1850, six Sunday-schools were organized by the Rev. 
T. H. ~Ionroe on l\'lonongalia circuit. One of these was at 
Cassville, and another at Fort }Iartill church. In 1854, 
they had increased to nine, with 350 scholars. 

SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL OFFICERS. 

Of the subscription schools we have but little account 
beyond what is given in Chapter XX. 

SCHOOL COl\IMISSIONERS, 1864-1873. 

lS64-G. F. C. Conn 1868-S. P. Barker 1871-S. W. Fleming 
Eugenius Shafer J. S. Coogle J. L. Jone<;; 
D. E. Miller J. H. Hoffman Wm. H . .Arnett 

18G6-John B. Lough 1869-S. P. Barker 1872-J. L. Jones 
J. H. Hoffman J. S. Coogle S. W. Fleming 
G. F. C. Conn J. L. Jones J. W. Stevens 

1867-J. S. Coogle 1870-S. P. Barker 
J. L, Jones J. S. Coogle 
J. H. Hoffman J. L. Jonss 

BOARDS OF EDUCATION, 1873-1884. 

1873-*John L. Jones, S. W. Fleming, J. W. Stevens. 
1875-Ulysses Camp, E. W. Brand, Curtis Arnett. 
1877-Ulysses Camp, I. C. Rich, Ambrose Walters. 
1879-Ulysses Camp, S. C. Stewart, S. P. Barker, r. C. Rich, S. \V. !lare. 
l8S1-E. W. Brand, J. S. Lough, H. O. Miller. 
1883-J. A. Thompson, .A. S. Wisman, J.P. Thorn. 

SECRETARIES OF l&OARDS 0l1' EDUCATION. 

18tH-Michael Shank l866-D. C. Shafer 1871-84-Garrett Conn 
l865-Jeremiah Barb 1867-George Ba~b 

Grant District" is divided into fourteen sub-districts, viz.: 
Xo. .Name. T.staf>lisrtelI. So. Na))\(>. Est((blisheff. 
1. Granville.............................. 186! 8. Union...... . ..................... 1864 

2. Stony Point......... ................. " 9. Bend of the River ............ u 


S. Sugar Grove......... :...... ........ " 10. Laurel Point.................... " 

4:. 0001 Spri.g......................... u 11. Harmony Grove......... ...... " 

5. Peter's Temple.................... •• 12. Barb's ...... ......... ......... ...•. " 

6. Arnettsville. ...... ......... ..... .••• ., 13. Stewart's.......................... 1871 

7. Laurel Flat.. ...... .................. " 14. Georgetown .....................1882 


* The first named member ot the board Cor each year was the presIdent. 



::i<.:IlOOL ENUMERATION BY YEARS. 

The following table exhibits the enumeration In each sub-district (except No. 14, established in 1882, and tor which no statistics could be had) 
from 1864 to 1883 j and the enrollment and a,erage dally attendance in tIle schools in contrast with tIle enumeratIon of the sub-distrlcts, ror cer­

tain selected years. 

SUB-DISTRICTS. 

YEAR. NO.1 ~~ NO.~ ~ ~'NO.7'~O.8,~ ~~ 

Iti~6 ... ......... . ..... ..... 
18tH . " . ~ 
Hi67 .. ....• .. .... ....... 

I... ..... 
. ...... 

..... . .• I 67 
57 

64 
65 
47 

65 
65 
68 

61 
81 
69 

72 
66 
45 

61 
67 
48 

67 
97 
79 

li7 
70 39 
771 34 

62 61 
85 
82 

78 
76 
76 

75 
IH68. . ... .... " ..... " . '" 
1861.1 .... .. •... .. .... ...... 

'" . . •.••• I 
.... .... .., 

59 
49 

51 
55 

61 
69 

96 
8a 

67 
6:3 

51 
52 

77 
76 

45, 36 
45 31 

72 
72 

51 
52 

IS70............. .... .................. 59 52 64 93 69 72 98 49 40 70 60 
1871. .. . ... .. .. . ............ ... .., . 68 67 48 84 55 82 84 52 44 6S 56 
IH72 . ... .......... ... .... ... . 70 43 49 85 51 74 72 5! 38 tl5 56 
1871i ... ..... .. 6S 50 54 74 51 76 86 50 48 58 63 
Hm.... .... ..... . ............... 
1S78..... .......... ....... .... ....... 

68 
71 

40 
31i 

54 
46 

74 
76 

51 
47 

76 86 
6!.! I 75 

50 
42 

48 
57 

5'S 
65 

63 
54 

t.'!7!.!... .. .... . .. .................... 
1880 .... ....... . 

71 
67 

36 
36 

48 
50 

'i6 
67 

47 
43 

6!) 
63 

75 
70 

42 
50 

57 
54 

65 
72 

54 
49 

11l81 ..•.•...•...... 
Hilla.... .•••. ..••.. .. '" ........... . 

~l~ 
30 .. .. 

-7-01-4-3 -4-91'-8-:; -5-11-74- -,-21-5-1 1-38-1-0;-'j-)-5-6-j-5-a- 34 
"18·'" {''''' ........................................ . 
 ~~ ~a ~ ~t ~~ ~~ ~~ lm ~ ~ I ~~ I ~g g 

J 60~ 50 54 74 li1 76 8G 00 48 5R 6:3 40 4a 
-1876.................................. ....... 46 40 46 71 42 70 62 60 47 5.') 3:> 47 3M{ 

24 24. 32 38 al 42 45 02133 2!.! 23 27 !'Zi 
67 36 50 67 \ 43 63 70 00 541 72 . 49 29 37 

-18S0...... ...... ... ......................... 64 3li 44 39 42 1i2 45 32 48 60 45 27 36
{ ______________-:.::..:......3_0-.: 2:> 36 30 36 51 32 21l 3'J 38 ~8 1!l 29 

• The 1iri3t Uno or figures givcs tile emuncruUoll j tile sccoml, the enrollmcnt in tile scilooh:ij tile third, tile avcrage attendance in the scilools. ~ 
Ci-' 
~ 

I DISTRICT. 

~~I~ 
r .. . .. . I 707 Q 

410 413 823 pj
382 400 782 

3!il 
 aa:J 716 ~ 

J-3 
40i 
410 'i58 tl348 

H41:-1 U1730412 ais 
72:> 1-3402 
(X-l6346 274 
708 ~367 3U 
704379 :-125--1--.-- a 

r3401 , 

758 
(j67 
407 

410 348 

f,S6346 2i4 
600

239 4'Z4i75 

52 
3U 
54 

46 
45 
53 
40 
40 
41 
41 
29 

..••I.

.... 

. . . 
46 
34 
41 
41 
44: 
44 
37 
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School district No.2 was first called Battle Ground; No. 
12 was first called Half District, and :qext denominated New 
District, and then Barb's. At Georgetown, in 1882, Richard 
E. Fast introduced the_ county and other newspapers in the 
school, which is said to have been their first introduction 
ibto the schools of the county. 

COST Ol<~ TUITION PER PUPIL. 

1868-$3.92 1875-~5.M 1876-$4.24 1877-$4.6; 1880-$2.23 

In 1866, there was but one school-house in the district 
'which was fit to keep school in; now there are fourteen 
frame houses. 

s'rATIS'fICS OF GRANT DISTRICT. 

"J:J:AB. aiI 

G) 
00... 
0 
~ 

1866................................ 
 764 

1867................................. 
 772 

1868................................. 
 777 

1869................................ 
 768 

1870............................... 
 819 

1871 ................................ 
 830 

1872..................................... 

1873...... ...... ......... ...... ...... 
 806 

1874.................. ......... ...... 
 858 

1875..... ........... .............. 
 873 

1876...... ....... . ...... ...... ...... 
 845 

1877...... ..... ...... ...... ......... 
 862 

1878...... ..... ............ ......... 
 774 

1879.......................... . ••. 
 709 

]880...... ...... ...... ......... ...... 
 f182 
1881..... .... ...... ...... ........ 687
 
1882...... ...... ...... ......... ...... 682 

1883...... ......... ..... • .... ...... 682 


1 

I 


ci.~ G) 
~ G) 
~ .::I
0 00. 

1,6215,470 
7634.817 

2,0484,109 
2,168 2,937 
2,311 2,394 
2,5491,524 

2,358 1,980 
2,176 1,803 
2,]62 1,576 
1,883 1,471 
1,8&:1: 1,439 
2,173 1,297 
3,015 1,805 
2,089 2,5O!l 
2,223 3,277 
2,447 3,302 

12,691 3,308 

~ 
I::: VOTERS. 
~ 't5"JI ~~ =1:::~oo 00 c:g .,al ~G) ~fJ~ -"& ~g ~ cu... 

~o 
0 
~ 

295 

327 

253 

275 

360 

151 


341 

350 

446 

299 

395 

422 

314 

295 

345 

348 

327 


0 ~~ ~g ~~ :a '0 
o~ ~o ~~ ~ 0 

- ...- - ­-28 91 3 413 4 

165 101 3 416 3 

182 105 ~ 429 Ii 

181 103 4 432 7 

35 382 2 453 10 

38 116 2 461 14 

..­
50 31)6 20 461 10 

53 121 7 457 13 

60 109 6 469 11 

62 109 10 481 10 

75, 100 11 490 9 

77 102 12 497 10 

90 97 10 490 6 

96 88 15 462 8 


117 177 18 474 7 

294 408 21 485 5 

315 102 20 484 3 


BIOGRAPIIICAL SKETCHES. 

SHELBY PI~,])ALL BARKER is the great-grandson of Joseph 
:Barker WllO oame with his two brothers, John and James, from 
Delaware to Redstone, Penn., and, in 1775, they came to':Monon­
g~lia. John died here and .James died On Buffalo creek. Joseph 
married Catharine Carpenter. Their children were: Aaron, Dayid, 
.Joseph, James, l\!ofo;es. Catharine wife of James Scott, and a 
daughter who married Morgan Scott. Of these children, a111eft th& 

http:1880-$2.23
http:1876-$4.24
http:1868-$3.92
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county, except Aaron, who bought the homestead where Alfred C. 
Barker lives. Aaron married Sarah, daughter of Jacob Scott, 
whose wife was a daughter of Zackwell Morgan. Their children 
were : .Jacob, Joseph, Drusilla wife of Gen. E. S. Pindall. Benjamin 
H., and Alfred C., the only one now living. Benjamin H. married 
Rebecca, daughter of Zaekwell Morgan, who was a son of David 

Morgan. T~eir children were: Catharine wife of Ira Hall, Shelby 
P., Zackwell M., Sarah, Drusilla Ralphsnyder, Aaron, and Linah 
M. 	McElroy. 

Shelby P. Barker, son of Benjamin H. Bark,er, was born july 8, 
I 

1835, and was raised on a farm with but little advantages of 
8chools. When a young man he visited the West, and traveled 
over several States. He returned and, in 1859, married Mary, 
daughter of Philip Lowe.· Their children are Rebecca, Ida J., 
Laura C., Charles, Lula M., Sarah, Aaron, Benjamin H. and Hugh 
M. On .July 18, 1861, he enlisted in Co. A. 1st W. Va. C. He was 
captured at the second battle of Bull Run and taken to Richmond, 

where he was kept in Libby Prison two days, and then removed to 
Belle Island and kept thirteen days. He was then paroled and 
was soon exchanged. He was in the battles o~ Romney, Winches­
ter and second Bull Run; was in Averill's raids, and was IIl11stere<1 
out of the service July 16, 18G-5. 

In 1876, he came to the site of Georgetown and erected his 

steam mill. naming it the "Wagner Mill," for 'Villiam Wagner, of 
Morgantown. Mr. Barker served as school commissioner in 1868-70 

Rnd 1879; ali justice of the peace in 1873-6: as cOWlty commissioner. 
and at the expiration of his term as such in 1882, he was re-elected 

for another term of six years. Mr. Barker i~ plain and unassuming, 
yet of good judgment and firm and decish'e in doing what he 
thinks is right. He is a great reader, and has collected quite a. 
store of information in the time he has been able to devote to 

books from his business. 

SAl\IUKL CAL'VIX STRWAR'l" youngest son of 'Villialll and l<~lizabeth 

Stewart., was born on the farlll where he now resides, on Stewart's 
run, in Monongalia County, July 1, 1832. He is a descendant of the 

old Stewart family at Stewarttown described on page 673. He was 
brought up t.o farm work, and enjoyed only the limited advantages 
furnished by the ~ub8cription schools of that period. lIe waR hy 
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no means satisfied with his school facilities, but having no better 
within his reach, he applied himself to reading and study-a habit 
which he has continued to the pres~nt time. Having a taste for 
sun~eying, he applied himself to the study of this subject, and 
made himself an expert in the practice of this art. Few Dlen of 
his age, in this State, have so extensive a practice in surveying 
and in executing decrees for the partition of lands. In 1869, he 
received a commission froDl Governor Boreman, as Notary Public; 
and, being an expert penman, he has done. an extensive business in 
the writing and executing of agreements and deeds and in other 
duties pertaining to said office. 

In religion Mr. Stewart is a Presbyterian, in politics ~ conservar 
tive Democrat, and in education an ardent friend of free schools. 
He is a prominent member of the church of his choice; served for 
some time as a member of the board of education; was ten years a 
member of the Democratic executive committee for Grant Dhl­
trict; was chairman of the county delegation at the State conven­
tion at Martinsburg, in 1880 ; was a member of the committee on 
basis of representation for this senatoriai district; and acted as 
commissioner to re-assess the real estate, of the second district of 
Monongalia County, in 1882. 

Mr. Stewart has been twice married. In 1860, he married Mary 
E., daughter of James.T. Hess, deceafled. / She died in 1865, without 
issue. Remarried, in 1866, ~meline Cox, daughter of Dr. B. B. Cox, 
deceased, a woman of considerable culture. They, have four 
children, named, in the order of their ages, Olney B., Gilbert 'V., 
Mary E., and Edwin Ray. The writer of this sketch is responsible 
for the assertion, that Mr. and Mrs. Stewart are healthful amI 
temperate, and. as a result, their offspring are sound in both body 
and brain. 

1\11'. Stewart has long been a liberal supporter of newspapers, 
and was among the first in this county to declare himself in favor 
of newspapers as educators. Ris contributions to local and State 
papers and agricultural journals, prove that he wi~lds a ready pen. 

Ben Adham wished to be remembered as one who loved 
his fellow men; Thomas Jefferson wished posterity to know him 

as the author of the Declaration of Independence and the founder 
of the l~llh'ersity of Yirginia; but 1\11'. Stewart desires to he espt'­
cially regarded as the patron of the preSHo 



735 GRANT DIS~RICT. 

ALPHA RALPHSNYDER.-The Ralphsnyder family made its ap­

pearance in America about the "!>eginning of the Seventeeth Cen­

tury, emigrating from Germany to South-eastern Pennsylvania. 
The family, excepting an infant named Aaron, were lost in a river 

wllile attempting to cross it to attend worship. Aaron was left 

with an aunt, and was reared among his friends, and thus the name 
was perpetuated. He married and settled at Martinsburg, Va., 

and had two sons and nine daughters, namely: Elizabeth. who 

married Abraham Guseman, and after his death she married 

John Foster; Christina, the wife of J acoh Snider; Catharine, 

wife of Michael Smell; Magdalene, who died unmarried; Mary, 
,vife of Michael Ache; Rachel, wife of Jacob Kline; Sarah, who 

(lied in infancy; Susan, wife of Frederick Brenner; Sallie, wif~ of 

Joseph Debolt, and, after his death, married John Stine; Peter, 

the elder son, never married; John M .. the younger son, came to 

Monongalia and purchased land on Indian creek, and became one 

of the most extensive farmers of his day in that section. He mar­

ried Elizabeth Riffle, of Pennsylvania, and had eight children-four 

sons and four daughters. Aaron, the eldest son, received the ad­

vantages of a good education, attending old Monongalia Academy 

and at a select school in Pennsylvania. He acquired considerable 
property and died unmarried, and with the reputation of being 

one of the best scholars in the county. 'Villiam and Alpha are 

leading farmers and stockmen in Monongalia, handling some of 

the finest blooded stock in the county. Franklin is a prominent. 

farmer in Marion County. The four daughters are: Jemima 

Brand, Elizabeth Yost, Catharine, and Mary Ann, who died in 

infancy. 

Alpha, the subject of this sketch, was born April 2G, 1821,' and 

received a cOllllllon-school education, and r-;pellt the early part of 

his life as a farmer. In later years he turned his attention largely 

to stockgrowing. He married Christena, daughter of the late 

Isaac Cox, Esq., and sister to Capt. Joseph F. Cox, of Kansa~. 

He has three sons dead: John M., Marion A. and Richard 

Ij. Mr. Ralphsny~er has three sons living, namely: Isaac Cox, 

who mastered the normal course at Pairmont, and then completed 

the po:,t-~raduate course under Dr. Blair. He stood very high in 

tht> literary society; in 18T9, -was elected prillcipal of the Kingwootl 
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school; was re-elected in 1880, teaching a normal school between 
the two terms; read law with Ja.mes Morrow, Jr., of Fairmont; 
was examined by Judge Brannon, and by Judges Haymond and 
Fleming of the Supreme Court of Appeals of the State; and was 
admitted to the bar at Kingwood, October 8,.1880, and. has been 
practicing law there since that time. George M. and 'Villiam, 
the other two sons living, entered the normal school at Fairmont, 
and left there to enter the West Virginia University, to receive the 
full benefit of tho best education the State can bestow. 

Alpha Ralphsnyder, during the civil war, was a member of a. 
company that did an extensive business in shipping hogs, sheep 
and cattle to eastern markets. He also dealt in land and woo], 

and, from 1867 to 1871, was engaged in the ship-timber business. 
He is now completing a fine dwelling-house in Grant, in 'which he 
hopes to spend his days in quiet. In religious belief he is a Afeth;. 
oe1ist; politically, he is a Democrat. He is ever alive to and always 
aids every enterprise calculated to benefit his county or his State. 

JOHN JAMISON came from Greene County, Penn., and engaged, 
in stock business. Two of his sons are practicing physicians at 
Bruceton, Preston County: Dr. 'V. C. Jamison, a graduate of Jef.. 
ferson Medical College, and Dr. .T. A. Jamison, a graduate of the 
Baltimore College of Physicians and Surgeons. 

PETER FOGLE (name originally was Vogel) came from Ohio, and 
was a stone-mason and brick-layer. He built the old stone jail at 
Kingwood. He married Ann Arah, daughter of Capt. John Dent. 
Of their chi~dren, Dr. Garrett T. graduated at Starling Medical 
College, and is a druggist at Alliance, Ohio; Dr. G. D. is at Grays­
ville,'Ohio; Dr. James B. graduated at Starling Medical C~llege. 
and is located at Terra Alta (Cranberry), Preston County; R. 
Bruce is a druggist at the sallle place; John T. died while mayor 
of Henry City, Illinois; Imlah M. is a merchant at Bridgeport, 
Ohio; 'Villiam 'V. is a farmer in Calhoun County; Evan D. read 
medicine, but died. Five of them were in the Federal army, viz.: 
G. T., William 'V., R. B., J. B., and Evan D. Of these five, R. 
Bruce was taken prisoner after being in the battles of Ft. Donald­
son and Pittsburgh I~anding. 

MARSHALL J. KNOX, born in 184:6; enlisted in Co. E, 17th 'V. Va. 
1. and served through the war; elected justice of the peace in 1880; 
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parents were James P., who died in 1856, and Sabina A.. , ~tillliving, 
aged 73. 

'JAMES HALLAGIIJ;~R. born at Uniontown. Penn., 1797; moved to 
this county about 1839; died in 1864, aged 66; his wife it' ~tiIl !i"ing. 
aged 74. 

'VILLIAM A. JJ;~XKIXS, born 1837; married Sarah J. Gallagber; 

enlisted in Co. A, 7th 'V. Va. I. and died Nov. 2, 1864, from wound 
received at Hatchet run. 

'VILLIAll 'VALLACE was born in 'Vashington County, Penn., In 
1848; was twice married; had six children by first wife and one by: 

last; was in Co. D, 79th Penn. Vol. Infantry. 

E. E. STEWAR'!', born 1844; was a tealll!~ter during the war; mar­

ried twice, first to Caroline M. Tichnor, then to Eliza E. 'Vaters; 
his grandfather, William, came to this county in Indian dnys. 

I. J McELROY, born 1861; parents were 'Villiam and }~Ilen McBI­
roy; the family was among the early f'ettlers. 

JOHY ALKXAXDER, born 1842; married Caroline Conn in 1867; 

children-George M. and Clyde; elected justice of the pence 1876, 

and again in 1880, for the term ending in 1884. 

JOHN M. BRAND, born 1826; married Sarah Conn in 1855; children 
-William C., George C. and Har,-ey, living, and Alice, dead. Mr. 

Brand was elected sheriff of this county in 1863, and flern·d four 

years; was a constable before the war. 

JOYATHAY FRUll, born in 1848; married Iantha 'Vright in 1867; 

'children-Allenia May, Frank, James, I ...illie, EarneRt. Annie and 

Harry; was a teamster during the war. 

BEN.JAlUN CHESNJ;~Y, born in 1820; married Linda E. Barb, of 

Upshur County, in 184;); children-Moses 'V., (who belonged to Co. 

G. 1st 'V. Va. C., and died in 1866, from disease contracted in t.he 
apl~Y), and Dayid; has been a member of board of education, and 

merchandised at Cassville for'several years. 

EZEKIl~L Cox came from Maryland and settled on J~itt1e Indian 

creek. 
GEXER,AL XOTRS. 

George W. 'Villfong for ten years has been in charge of the W"hite 

Day ferry, which was originally Thorn's ferry. 
47 
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Three attorneys have gone from the district-Isaac C. and 
George M. Ralphsnyder and Ledrew M. 'Vade.· 

On Stewart's run, (which if! one of the fines~ farming sections in 
the county,) about 70 years ago, Robert Cunningham had a small 
store. It was about,200 yards across the run from where S. C. 

, Stewart's rep,idence now is. He also manufactured bowls from 
poplar wood. 

On July 5, 1871, in the afternoon, a terrible l1ailstorm passed 
over the head-waters of Stewart's run, and broke into two 
water-spouts, one on the head-waters of Stew,Rl't's run and the 
other on Indian creek, where the stonn hurled logs against Silas 
Hawkins's house and damaged it greatly. 

In Grant District lives Smallwood G. Morgan, who is a grandson 
of David Morgan whose desperate fight with two Indians, (just 
beyond the county line in Marion County,) near Prickett's Fort, 
has passed into history. But the historians are undoubtedly in 
error in stating that David Morgan skinned the two Indians whom 
he killed. With that he had nothing to do. 

• The ancestQ1" or tlie Wade ramlly was George Wade, who married Nancy Howard, 
anl1 settled In Cass, on Smith's '111111 run near where It empties Into Dunkard. Among 
their chlldren were: Georg~, ~~., Thomas, Hezektah and Wennen. George, .Jr., 
married Annie Luark; their children were: Jane Wilson, Joseph, Selby, George 
(father or A. L. Wade, and ot Lieut. EHjah L Wade, an ex-sherur, now In WashlngtQn 
-rerrttory), JOhn, Thomas, and Denune, grandfather of Ledrew M. Wade who Is now 
practIcIng law In Braxton County. 



CHAPTER XXXIII. 

CLAY DISTRICT. 

Geographical Boundaries and General Description-Indian Occu­
pation-Pioneers and Early Settlers-Indian Inyasions and 
Murders-Settlers' Forts-Statler's Fort-Growth of ,District 
-Civil List-Towns: Blacksville, New Brownsville, Brown's 
Mills, Mooresville, l\IcCurdysville, Ponetown-Mills-Roads­
Mail Service-Religious Denominations-Oil Borings-Schools 
and School Omcers-Statistics-Biographical Sketches. 

CLAY DISTRICT is bounded on the north by Pennsylvaniu, 
:from which it is separated by the Mason and Dixon line; 
on the east it is bounded by Cass District,. and on the 
south-east by Grant District; on the south it is bounded 
by Marion County, and on the west by Battelle. In shape 
the district is rather long, extending fl'om east to west. 

Clay constituted the eastern part of the Seventh and the 
north-western part of the Eighth (constabulary) District as 
established in 1807. In 1831, Clay complised the western 
and north-western part of the Third and a small part of the 
Fourth (~onstabul8:ry) District. In 1852, Clay District 
comprised about all of the Sixth (magisterial) District, 
excepting a strip upon which Blacksville is situated, and 
wbich was in the Seventh District. In 1863, Clay fJ'ownship 
was established, embracing the tel'l'itory of the present 
district, and n~med in honor of Henry Clay. In 1873, 
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Clay Township, by a change of designation merely, became 
the present C!ay Distriot. 

Tlie slope of the district is principally to the north, in tho 
direction of its main streams, Day's, In:ke's and Doll's runs, 
which empty i~to Dunkard creek; while in the south-west 
the head-waters of Little Paw Paw drain it, and in tho 
south-east Dig In(lian rises. D~nkard creek runs from 
west to east through the distr~ct in the extreme north. So 
many streams separated by lligh dividing ridges, make tho 
snl'face very broken and hilly, yet tIle soil is rich and very 
productive. It is, principally, a heavy clay loam, with a. 
rich sand loam in some of the creek valleys and on some 
chestnut ridges. Wheat is said to average from 7 to 20 
bushels per acre; corn, 20 to 75; oats, 20 to 40; potatoes, 
75 and 150. .Small fruits and vegetables do very well, but 
apples-especially winter varieties-are the main crop. 
Pears, cherries and plums are raised, while peaches are 
sometimes raised, but not relied on as a regular crop. 
Hay yields from one'to two tons per acre. , 

Heavy forests once clothed the hills and grew along tho 
the streams. A large amount has been cl}-t away, yet a. 
large body o~ very fine timber extends from Jake's to Day's 
run. Oak and poplar are still abundant, with some chest­
nut, some walnut, much hickory, some ash, but little piI?-c, 
and plenty of beech and sycamore. 

The great seam of coal seems to sink in a gl'eat downward 
wave beneath nearly all of Clay District, It is said this 11­
foot vein is only 60 feet down at the mouth of Doll's run 
and 160 feet at Blacksville. There is a 4-foot vein in Clay on 
the farm' of William Price's heirs, at Brown's mill, and a.t 
Benjamin Core's on Doll's run. The iron Ol'e and limestone, 
whatever there may be, have ne,-er been developed. 
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The wild animals which the Indian left to the l'iHe of the 
white man-the bear, panther, buffalo, deer and woIf-dis­
appeared over half a century ago. Grazing herds and- pas­
turing Hocks have taken their place. 

INDIAN OCCUPATION. 

The high hills and deep valleys of Clay were favorite 
hunting-grounds for the red warrior of the forest. The 

, I 

stone-pile grave, and the arrow-points and spear-heads so 
abundantly found years ago, attest their once presence here 
in large numbers. 

PIONEERS AND EARLY SETTLERS. 

The following are among the pioneer settlers of Clay 
District: 

1766-Brice Worley 177O-Mlchael Core 1772-George Snider 
1766-Nathan Worley I770-Jacob Farmer 1774-Warman Wade 
1770-Jacob Hoover 1770-Jacob Statler 1774-Daniel Barton 
1770-George Hiley 1770-Roger Barton 1775-Valentine Cooper 
1770-Daniel McMahon 1771-Jacob Jones 1775-Ricoard Tennant 
1770-John Statler 1772-R. Hiley I77:i-Peter Haught 
1770-Simon Troy 1772-James Troy 177S-Abram Shriver 
1770--Core 

INDIAN INVASIONS AND MURDERS. 

In July, 1777, Nathan Worley was killed (p. 59). About 
1778, a large party of Indians ambuscaded the whites near 
Statler's Fort, and killed eighteen (p.61). In August, 1780, 
the whites were again ambushed at the month of Doll's 
run (p. 65-6). Tradition says J 08e11h Statler and one ~Iyers 

were killed on Jake's l'un (p. 67). 

SETTLERS? FORTS. 

Baldwin's Block-house was the last westward fort of the 
white man in ~IonOI'lgalia. It stood on the site of Blacks­
ville, near where the ~Iethodist Episcopal church stands. 
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8,tatler'8 F01·t.-This fort has been located at different 
points along Dun~ark creek. It was on lands now owned 
by ~saac Shriver. The writer, on visiting the place, found 
the fort to ha,~e stood on the bottom below the graveyard, 
on a slight elevation above the Dunkard creek bottom. Mrs. 
Shl'iver was positive that this was the location, she, having 
heard Mrs. Brown (who was a Statler) tell of being in the' 
fOl't when twelve years old, and said tllat this was the sP9t 
where it stood. It was but a short distance below Brown's 
mills. 

GROWTH OF THE DISTRICT. 

Some distance away from the county-seat, it coul~ not 
make those rapid strides of progress that more favorable 10­
caliti'es have made. Its distance west ~n an early day made 
it, with Battelle, the frontier for a time, and until the tide 
of immigration came up with it, ap.d. then passed it, going 
into Ohio. Gram and stock-raising have been the occupa­
tion of its inhabitants, and _these interests are yearly in­
cre~sing in importance. With such soil, and a spirit of en­
terpI'ise, the people of.the distlict have great opportunities 
before them for the future.. Their wealth, ll-ngality, econ­
omy and generosity are now almost p'roverbial. A railroad 
would develop the district wonderfully. It is to be hoped 
this impetus to her progress will soon be added. 

CIVIL LIST-MAGIS~ERIAL OFFICERS, 1852-63. 
JUSTICES. 

1852. 1856. 1860. 
Willlsm Price John Wilelllsn J obn Wileman 
Enos Tennont Nimrod Tennant Nimrod Tennant 
William Sine E. B. Tygart E. B. Tygart 
John B. Lough N~ah Morris Noah Morris 

CO~STA.BLES. 

18fi6-«IO-AJpheus Garrison and Asa Tennant 
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OVERSEEItS OF POOR. 

1M3. ABa Tennant 1866. Asa Lemley 1868. Geor~e Wilson 
1865. George Wilson 1867. J. W. Tennant 1871. Ell Youst 

TOWNSHIP OLERltS. 

1863. Alpheu! Garrison 1866. John E. Price 1868. O. E. Johnson 
186lJ. Titus Lemley 1867. S. J. Kennedy 

TOWNSHIP TREAsUREnS. 

18M. I. N. Litman 1867. Wm. O. Bowen 1868-70. P. W. Moore 

1865. S. P. Tennant 


TOWNSHIP OFFICERS, 1863-1873. 
JUSTIOES. 

1863. 	R. B. Tennant 1867. Wm. N. Sine 1871. S. P. Tennant 

John Shriver Nimrod Tennant C. Williams 


ONBTABLES. 

186~. R. O. Shriver 1567. John Henderson 1871. Eugene ~Ioore 
A. J. Statler Malin Tennant Thos. Williams 

1865. 	Ira Baily 1869. Wash. Tennant 

Thos. Williams Milton Minor 


SUPERVISORS. 

1863. A. W. Brown 1866. Emrod Tennant 1869. David Lemley 
1864. A, W. Brown 1867. A. W. Tennant 1870. A. W. Brown 
1865. A. W. Brown 1868. E. Morris 1871. S. Barrickman 

INSPEOTORS OF ELECTIONS. 

1863. Milton Minor 1866. \Vm. Barrickman 1869. Ira Bailey 
J. A. Tennant R. Brookover Ivey Tennant 

1864. J. Wright 1867. P. B. Tennant 1870. P. W. Moore 
J. A. Tennant p, W. Moore A. W. Tennant 

--3.865. A. Henderson 1868. Ira Baily 1871. John C:Slne 
P. B. Tennant P. L. Tygart Morgan Conner 

DISTRICT OFFICERS, 1873-1884. 
JUSTICES. 

*1872. Simon P. Tennant 1876. Simon p, Tennant 1880. Simon P. Tennant 
Coverdille Williams Coverdille Williams AndrewJ. Morris 

CONSTABLES. 

.1872. Thos. Williams 1876. E. M. Moore 1880. Richard Wright 
E. Moore 'Vm. M. Varner Wm. M. Varner 

TOW~S. 

Blacksville is the largest town ill the district. It was 
laid out by David .Black, who disposed of the town lots by a. 

• Elected August 22, 18i2, and went into omce .January I, I8'i3. 
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lottery drawing.'~ The lottery was put off once or t,vice, 

and then drawn. Black after this went to Confluence, 
Penn. Emerson and Gregg were the first merchants, and 
kept in the first house on the site of A. I. Strosnider's 
hou~e. They "'ere followed by John Hood & Launtz, 
Brown & Worley, 1\rathias Lyons, John D. Hawkins, Lyons 
&: Ingra~lam, James Goldwin, William Launtz and R. S. 
Launtz. On April 10, 1855,. a fire started in daytime in 
William Laulltz's house and burnt twenty-four houses. 

Three coal-boats were built hel'e for the coal-trade. Emer-: 

.. The follow1ng Is a copy of a large and Uberally displayed advertIsement whicb 
appeared in 1'l1.e Republican, publ1!>hed at )Iorgantown: 

SPLEXDID DIS'fRIBUTIO~ OF REAL ESTA1'E. 

The subscriber has lately laid out a toWn\larS; to the firth mechanic, 2') dollars, who 
on hi<; farm, on Dunkard Creek ~1.ononga,.. shall settle in said town, and within one 
lla County, Ylrg1nla, called inack8vme, year from the day of the distribution of 
and which wlll be incorporated during this prize8, erect and finish a two-story br1ck 
winter; it 18 sltuate(l on the State road or frame house, 20 by 30 feet, with pr1v1­
from :Morgantown to Wheeling, and on lege to use the necessary timber ror such 
the road from Clarksburg to Pittsburgh bunding.
and Wayne8burg :-the dlstance rrom And U8 a rurther inducement tor persons
Morgantown 20 mnes, 4tj from Wheeling, to bund in said town, the subscriber w111 
11 from Wayne!>burg and 3j from Clarkl:i- pay to the owner ot the first house that Is 
burg-the to\vn w1ll be surrounded by a bu1lt, 40 dollars; the second house that is 
la.rge population, und 1s a ,ery healthy bunt, 3.') dollars; the third house that is 
situation. bu1lt 30 dollars' the fourth house bunt,

The town Is dlylded into 300 Lots, or 58 25 (lohars; the fifth house bunt, 2,j dollars, 
f~t tront] and 110 feet deep, and !>o ar- proyided the saId hOUse8 are of brick or 
ranged, tnat every lot 1'1 bounded on one tmme, and finished within the year.
s1de by a street, and on the other an alley. He wlll also convey a lot to the trustees 

l"or tile purpo!>e Of dl<;postng ot the lots, or any Methodist Congregation and pay
the subf>Crlber wlll, on ~londay the 18th the sum Of i;, dollars 1n addition, prov1ded 
day of Janmtry next, 1830.at a house adjoin- a hom,e Is erected thereon or brick or 
tng the said town, ha\'e drawn under the rrame within a year, suitable for a churcll, 
dlreCtlon, and !'uperintendence or two He w11l also conyey a lot to the 'l'rustees 
int€'ll1g-ent gentlemen, three hundred t1ck- or any SChool, provided a house is erected 
('tH, eaell one of whIch. w111 have the num- thereon withtn s1x months. 
bef Of one of the sa1d lots on 1t. Al~o, at the same time and place, 125 out 

Upon one of the lot<; bO to be drawn for, 10tSradjolning to said town, containIng not 
ths !,ubscriber bind,> himself to erect a less than one quart~ or an acre, nor more 
store hou!,C and put therein one thousand than four acres, w1ll be dlsposed or in like 
dollars worth or f>tore good~ at retall pl1- manner, and on the same tenus as the lots 
ces 80 that the lot. hou~e and good~ may In town. One of these conta1ns rour acres, 
be e:-lttmated at $1500. and there is now situated on'it a larm­

.B.y paying the sum of fifteen dOllars, a hOUse, and a large and splendid Steam 
certificate w1l1 l:>e giwn, that the holder D1stlllery, 1n rull operation, with two 
wla be entttled to such lot as may be springs of excellent water. This Lot i3 
drawn to Its number; and as there are no valued at 1200 dollars, posses!>lon of which 
blanks, every person who holds a certlfl- w111 be g1ven to the person who may draw 
cate w111 obtain a gOOd general warrantee it on the first or June next. 
deed for the samE', on the day or the draw- 'I'lle subscriber pledges h1mself to have 
Ing or as 800n therE'urter as llos~lble. the drawing ra1rly and properly conducted 

As an inducement tor persons to remow and hopes til at the publ1c w111 teel an in­
to said town, the 8ub<;ertber bluels htmselr terest In rals1ng up u village that w1l1 
to pay to the first ph) stclan. 40 doll!lni; to hE'reartE'r prove to be or general benefit t() 
the first 1nnkeeper, 40 dollars; to the tlI'8t the sun'ounrtlng country. 
mechaniC, ;,0 dollars; to thE' sE'cond me- DAVID BkI.CIt. 
chantc, 40 dollars; to the tll1rcl mechaniC, Oetobe}' 10, 1829. 
3.) doHan,; to the tourth'mechnnk, ~o dul­
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"on,' Gregg and Strosnider started a potash factory, some 
years ago. The first postmaster was Dr. Anthony Coonrod, 
who carried the few letters that came, in the top of his 
high-cro}\'ned hat. His successors have been E. B. Tygart 
(1846), Thomas Brock, Robert Fletcher, N. P. Kygley, A. 
B. Pratt, 'Villiam Launtz, J. M. Headley and A. I. Stro­
snider (September 15, '1882).. The physicians have been 
Dr. Hugh 1\IcNemara(a Yankee),--Vanderbrook, Anthony 
Coonrod, -- Bullard,. 'Villiam Faulkner, ~- Demick, 
Thomas E. Hall, and J. M.. Lazelle. The present physi­
cians are Thompson Strosnider, Gel)rge ~I. Fletcher and 
Dr. Calvert. l\Ioses Strosnider came from Greene County, 
in 1841, and kept where Ingraham is; in 1844, he built the 
present Strosnider House. A. I. Stosnider, boot and shoe. 
~hop, since 1865; G. A. Burke, wagon-making, since 1854, 
and run by steam since 1879. l\Iichael·Strosnider and John 
Fordyce laid out the town, a small part of which is in 
Pennsylvania. Huston Stewart has had a marble shop 
here for 35 years. Jesse Worley opened the first hC?tel; 
succeeded by 1\1rs. Fletcher, A. B. BrookllOlder and others. 
The present hotel is the Strosnider House. 

KEW BROWNSVILLE. 

This town was laid ant by Emanuel Brown, in 1847 01" 48. 
Squire Andrew Brown built the first house where Titus 
Lemley lives. Alexander Clegg first owned the land, which 
passed to Abraham and Andrew Brown. Alexander Weg­
ley, it is said, had the first store where Lemley lives. Cyre­
nus Cox built the present store-house and put a store in it. 
Sedwick succeeded him, then Carpenter, who was fol­
lowed by Emrod Tellnant~: the present mercllallt. The post­

.. Emrod Tennant Is the son or Adam Tennant, whose rather was RJchard Tennant, 
A Re.olutlonary soldter. Emrod Tennant has sen'ed tor many years as con!>table and 
deputy sheriff. 
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masters have been Cyrenus Cox, A. W. Tennant, N. B. 
Johnson. The post-office was discontinued two years; then 
established again with John Ruse postmaster. He was 

followed by TitfIS Lemley. In 1855, a tannery was built 
here by Andrew Brown; in 1857, it was run by S. G. ~ni.:. 

der, and.was soon after torn down. Just above the store 
is an old building or two, where, ~ears ago, a town was 
attempted to be started by the name of Statlertown. Just 
beyond the town is A. W. Tennant's store, opposite Olive 
M. E. Church. The residents of the town are: Emrod 
Tennant, Titus Lemley, \ William Davis and son (black­
smiths), ~fl's. Piles, N. B. Johnson, P. M. Johnson, George 
W. Jollnson and J. G. Downev. 

BRO)VN'S MILLS. 

A man by the name of lUeYel's had a horse-mill at thi~ 
point, which Adam Brown bought in 1801, and he built a. 
water-mill and saw-mill. In 1840, his son Anm'ew refitted 
the mill, and, some years after, attached steam to it. The 
mill was now a very extensive one, embl'acing, besides the 
grist-mill, a lal'ge saw-mill and a carding machine. In 1864, 
the entire works, with a large quantity of grain, were de­
stroyed by fire, which, it has always been believed, was the 
act 6f incendiaries who were prompted by political motives, 
and who had, in common with many persons, a strong dis­
like of :rtI!'. BI'own because of his intense leyalty to the 
Union. There were many persons in the neighborhood, 
especially across the line in Greene County, Penn., who 
were warm sympathizers of the South. The loss by the 
fire was large, aggregating more than twenty-five thousand 
dollars. The mills were soon after rebuilt by Andrew and 
his son Alpheus. The building is 34x73 feet, and the 
machinery is driven by a 40-horse-power engine. 
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Several houses were built after' Andrew Brown came into 
possession, and the' place can now be properly called a 
town. . The name of the post-office is Andy. It was estab­
lished in May, 1862, and was so named by the Hon. Wm. G. 
Brown, who wished it to be known as Brown's Mills, but, 
there being an office by that name in the State, he called it 
Andy, for Andrew Brown. R. M. Hill succeeded Brown as 
post~aster in 1864: and he was succeeded by Dr. A. W. 
Brown, the present postmaster. A store was opened in 
1857, by Dr. A. W. Brown, who was succeeded, in 1~76, by 
D. T. Miller, whose successor, in 1878, was S. J. Acklin. 

MOORESVILLE. 

This town is on the New Brownsville and Cassville road, 
12 miles north-west of the county~seat. About 1840 or 43, 
Rawley Moore,* who owned the land, llad 'Squire William 
Price layout a town along Jake's (Statler's) run. He sord 
lots to William Price~ Jacob Moore, R. B. Tennant, John 
Piles, William Sines and '?ther~. John Piles, it is said; 
built the first house. A tavern or two were opened, and it 
became a place notorious for liquor-drinking. R. B. Ten­
nant, whose land adjoined the town, becoming tired of the 
continual carousing and drinking, bought up the town, lot 
by lot. He tore the houses all down but one, which he 
moved back from the creek to the present site of the town. 
This house is now Campbell's store. William Sines had a 
stol'e' in the present Sines House in 1852, succeeded by 
Simeon Furman, J. F. Headly, Marion Tennant, Isaac N. 
Litman, William Sines and William Piles. The present· 
stores are those of Tennant and Price and A. A. Campbell. 
The Sines House is kept by William N. Sines (whose father, 

• Ra~ley Moore was the son or PhIlfp Moore, whO lived where CoL George Price'S 
family now uves. Rawley married EUzabeth J., daughter or Richard B. Tennant. He 
went to Buckhannon, and then to Kansas. 
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l\Ioses Sines, came from Maryland). The residents of the 
town are: J. B. Furman (saddler), A. A. Campbell,'C. s. 
Tennant, 1tlrs. Rog~rs, William N. Sines, Luther Sipes, son 
of William. N. (a cabinet.maker), J. B. Furman, S. P. 
Tennant (postmaster), and Christopher Wright. The first 
postmaster was Isaac N. Litman, succeeded by S. P. Ten­
nant, the present incumbent. 

1\I'CURDYSVILLE 

Is situated in the south-~estern part of Clay District, 15 
miles west of the county-seat, near the o~d State road.. It 
is on the head-waters of Little Paw Paw, at the junction of 
the 1\Iooresville with the Blacksville road. It consists of a 
mill, a store, a church, post-office (called "Centre"), and 
several dwelling houses. 

PONETOWN. 

At Jake's Run post-office on Day's run, are several houses 
and a churcll. There is a mill just below it. From some 
cause this small place has been given the nick-name of 
Ponetown, and so far has retained it. 

MILLS. 

1\Ieyers's horse-mill at Brown's 1\iills was, probably, the 
first mill in the district. On Dunkard axe Core's mill, then 
Brown's Mills, and the Strosnider mill, all steam-mills. Asa 
Wilson had ·a corn mill at Ponetown, which was succeeded 
by Cannon & Shri~er's flouring-mill, one mile below that 
place. 

RO AD s. 
The old State road passed tll1'ough the Southern part df 

Clay, near 1\IcCurdysville. The Dunkard cl'eek turnpike, 
commonly called the 1\Iorganto~vn and Burton pike, passes 
along Dunkm'd creek, in the northern part. The 1\Iorgan­
town and Fairmont pike passes tll1'ough the westenl part 
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of the ais~rict; and beside these, various roads run from 
town to town throughout the district. 

MAIL SERVICE. 

Pedlar's Run, ~Iooresville, Andy, Pentress (at New 
Brownsville) and Blacksvi~e post-offices are on the Morg~n­
town and. Burton mail-route, having a hi-weekly mail car­
ried on horseback. Centre post-office is at McCurdysville; 
Statler's Run post-office is on Jake's run, and Jake's Run 
post-office is on Day's run at Ponetown. It is said the 
man (Richard Tennant) who first kept Jake's Run post-office 
lived on Jake's run, that his successor, Solomon Wagoner, 
lived on Day's run, and moved the office there. His' suc­
cessors have been Robert Berry, A. Lemley, C. Shriver and 
David Wilson. After a time the people on Jake's run 
(which was named for Jacob Statler) wanted an office again, 
and got one established by the name of Statler's Run post­
office, with Joseph Tennant postmaster (about 12 years ago). 
He was succeeded by the present pos~master, Nimrod Ten­
nant, son o~ Asa Tennant. 

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS. 

The Methodist Episcopal denomination has two churches 
-Point Pleasant and 1\It. Hermon-in the south-eastern 
part of the district, whi~h are described, as to circuit and 
ministers, in the history of that denomintition in Grant 
District. There are no more M. E. churches until you 
l'each the north-eastern part of the district, where are 
Olive, at New Brownsville, and the Blacksville Church. We 
have of the churches the following from persons' recollec­

tions: 
At Blacksville the old M. E. Church was near the present 

frame M. E. Church, built. in 1851 or 52. The following 
ministers served at Blacksville after 185~: Paul Vandervort; 
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R. Laughlin, L. D. Casto; assistants, W. W. Kelley, and 
the next year John Woodruft'. After this the circuit was 
divided, and Laban Tollman served two years, succeeded by 
Charles C. Conway. Then the circuit was restored as before, 
and Jesse Snodgrass served, two' years; then the circuit was 
dhided, and J. P, Varner, --Mercer (2 years),--Curtis 
(1 year), and W. B. Treevy in 1882. 

Olive No E. Oku1'ch" a large brick house, was built about 
five years ago at, New Brownsville, and took the place of 
the old frame church in that portion of New Brownsville 
called Statlerstown, which was built in 1851. The first 
class at the old church were: Robert Chaffin and wife, 
Abram Brown and Elizabeth his wife, Andrew Brown and 
wife, Peter Hinkins, and others. 

The first church in the district is said to have been a free 
meeting-house at the mouth of Miracle run in the north­
western part of the district, .built by a man by the name of 
Cone, about 1815. 

Baptist.-There is a Baptist church at McCurdysville, 
and one t\t Blacksville. Among the laUer's first members 
were the Tiltons, Washington Stewart, Israel Stewart and 
1\1rs. Pettit. 

OkJ'istian On,1l1'clt.-About 50 years ago a minister of the 
Christian or Disciple church (often called Campbellite) 
preached through this section. His name was Garrison. 
He was coldly received at the start. On several occasions 
a man in the congregation called him a liar. Garrison 
ended these interruptions, one day, by taking the fellow up 
and throwing him through a window. About 40 years ago, 
a frame church was built Oll Doll's nlll. In 1877, it was 
succeeded by the present brick church, called the Core or 
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Doll's run church. The Pleasant Valley or Mooresville 
church was built in 1871; and Antioch, at Ponetown, about 
1879. 

OIL BORINGS. 

A boring in th.8 earth for oil was made at the bridge 
above Brown's Mills, which was put do~ 680 fee~, and 
pass~d through ·the big vein of coal at 160 feet.' A boring 
was made at the mouth of .Pedlar's run, one at John S'. 
Brown's, and one a. half-mile below Mooresville. 

SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL OFFICERS. 

SCHOOL COlUIIS810NEJl8, 1865-1873. 
1865-William Price 1867-William Parks. 18G9-Benj. McCurdy 

Christopher Core Joseph Tennant lS70-Eli Morris 
Emrod Tennant. 1868--G. W. Smith 1871-C8Dnon ShriTer 

1866-Noah Morris Benj. Cheatney 

BOARD8 OJ' EDUCATION, 1873-1884. 
1873-A. W. Brown 1877-A. W. Tennant 1881-G. W. Johnson 

Noah Moore Malin Tennant Asa Tennant 
P •. W. Moore '1879-Simeon Furman E. Moore 

1815-A. W. Brown S. Barrickman 1883-G. W. Johnson 
A. W. Tennant L. Blaker Au Tennan t 
Marion Tennant Morgan Conner E. Moore. 

1877-A. W. Brown HEtDry Wilson 

"ECRETARIES OF :'OARDS 01' EDUCATION. 

1864-J. E. Price IS73-E. J. Tennant 1879-Titus Lemley 
1868-S. J. Kennedy IS7S-G. W. Johnson 1882-W. Evans Price 
1869-0. E. Johnson 

Clay District is divided into seventeen sub-districts, 
whose numbers and"names are as follows: 

No.1. Point Pleasant No. 10. Sugar Valley 
" 2. Doll's Run " 11. Emrod Tennant'/ ­
" 3. Pedlar's Run 12. New Brownsyillel. 

H 4. Price's " 13. Blacksville 

" 5. Mooresville " 14. Varner's 

" 6. Democrat " 15. Union 

" 7. McCurdysyille " 16. Garfield" 

" 8. Head of Day's Run 17. Bellaire
H 

" 9. 'Vilson's 



No.1 is on the head-waters of Big Indian creek. No.4 is at the mouth of Statler's or Jake's run, and No. -1 
<:,..-, 
toO

6 is on the saIlle run. No.9 is at Ponetown. No. 10, when established the second time, was formed from"Nos. 2, 

3 and 4. No. 11 is on Day's run; No. 14 is on Miracle run; No. 15 is on Day's run, and was formed from NOB. 
 t!j 
8 and 9. No. 16 is below Mooresville, and was formed from No.5. No. 17 was formed from Nos. 6, 7 and 15, ·tiJ 

.-3and is on Statler's or Jake's run. For much information concerning tQe location of these schools, the writer is o 
indebted to Richard B. Price, of Mooresville. ~ 

o
SCHOOL ENUllERATIO~ BY YEARS. ~ 

~I ISUB-DISTRICTS. DISTRICT. 

~I~~I~~I~NO'6~1~~I~~~~INO'14~~1~ ~laleSIF'm'le8'Tota 
o z 

ll;6.t ...........o..... 58 44 41 47 44 r,.'i 5.~ 47 39 46 q, 49 51 36 .. •• .. 326 :/34 660 o 
1!l66. .. ............. 64 3.i 4.'3 1)0 50 58 46 4.:> 24 29 3.'3 46 57 37 .. .. .. 312 3a 626 z
1867...... ... ••.. .... 6.'3 37 41 43 58 62 48 49 34. 41 45 6(J 39 39 •• .. .. 3().j 310 I\1jj 
1S68. • .. .. • .. • . .. . .. • (i7 21 36 51 51 56 5:1 53 57 • • 41 57 45 .. .. .. 3t7 308 Ihl566 
1869................. 81 44 40 54 42 71.1 51 51 M .. . 5:1 4.3 6.1 37 .. .. .. 3.).1 33C 688 
1810.... .... ..... .... sa 45 39 46 5j 74 54 67 44 .. 4:l 38 1)3 41 .. .. .. 345 3'.l7 672 
18i!.. .. .. ... .. .. •... 79 48 37 48 54 76 43 67 54 .. 42 41 59 36 .. .. .. 369 31;) 684 
11m. .... .... ...... .. 6j 50 46' 45 69 71 58 61 57 •• 46 51 6:1 29 .. •• .. 364' 347 711 ~ 
1873......... ........ 62 4.3 45 41 56 73 59 73 61 .. 48 42 73 30 .. .. .. 352 3.'X.I -'j08
1874.. ..... .... .. .... 60 49 42 45 67 66 47 66 08 .. 52 48 73 35 .. .. •• 3.J.j 373 728 
187.')...... .... ..... • • 56 41 51 3.') 66 82 5:.1 71 70 .. 60 3.~ 57 42 .. .. .. 36,j 3.37 722 
1811i................. 54 60 51 48 64 71 50 74 6G .. 61 38 M 36·.. .. .. 3f1S aG9 737 o 
1877................. , 57 I 26 48 33 63 'i7 61 75 81 43 61 44 50 31 .. .. 388 368 7:>6 dI" c 

1818.. .. ....... ...... 50 31 52 31 75 74 6.'3 79 8:' 42 75 44 (j(j 37 .. .. .. 418 890 80.'1 
IS,!}................. 57 40 42 45 83 81 66 74 55 44 7M 44 61 40 48 .. .. 436' 422 81"J8 Z 
1880. ...... .......... 57 38 44 34 85 84 70 73' 61 4:l 71 55 (j.j 40 45 .. •• 429 4:36 8t15 

1!I83••••••••••••••••• II64l "" 38 I 31 371 6' 1. 53 115 .. 71 11 ... 38 '" ,. ,. I "'; ...." \lOS ~ 

No. 10, In 1861, was divided between Nos. 9 and lJ, and a new district was establlshed In 1877. 

No. Ii) was formed In 1879; No. 16, In 1881 ; and No. 17, In 1882. 
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STATISTICS OF CL_~Y DISTRICT. 

---1-- ~crE~ d ~ III VOTERS. 

YEAR. 
00 • I I ~ti ~--' d~ '---,-00
~ E ~ I ~ EIg ~~ g~ ~ cu 

~______________ I._~___6 ~__~_ .E~_~~ '~?~ ~_ ~ 
18G6............................... 
 825 1,7.37 4,914 3:m 10 8.; 0 391 i1 

1867................................ 
 81)9 1,979 14.600 :J.33 148 79 0 404 ,'2 

1868................................. 
 859 2,0771 4,33.; 282 ...... 80 0 3!l2 2. 
1869................................ 847 2,21114,226 288 145 8. 1 408 2 

1870............................... 
 81)4 2,4:m3,142 541i 24 3:!8 1 4!!3 1 

1871 ................................ 

1872............................... 
 ~.:~ I~.'.~~:I:"~~: ~~: ~: :::: ..: :'?~ 1 

1873................................. 
 879 2,;;:m 2,714 370 35 313 3 431 2 

1874................................. 
 fl30 2,38:J12,871 307 34 83 4 435 1 

1875............................. 
 93:1 2,4(jj)':~ 391 3112 31 SO 5 444: . 1 

1876................................ 
 !H(; 1,80212,513 385 37 76 7 I 449 1 

1877................................ 
 914 2,08212,0114 503 30 I f'4 10 I 4;)4 0 

1878............................... 
 870 2,293,:1,44fl fi(H :m 81 10 475 0 

1879.......................... .. . 
 82212,450,3,850 363 31 69 8 478 2 

1880............................... 
 791 2.19'2;.3,813 374 4:~ 83 10 4SS 1 

1881............................ 
 829 '2,244j8,26:J 426 75 12(; 12 476 2. 

1882..........'...................... 
 79212,1807,Ii:n 403 239 s:n 12 475 0 

1883............................. 
 830 2,3767,IHI 338 272 li9 16 50S, 4 


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 

A..~DREW BROWN was the fourth son of Adam Brown who mar­
ried Christina Statler (a sister of Jacob Statler), in 1784, and came 
from Fayette County, Penn., in 1706, to near the site of Brown'S 
Mills in Clay District. Adam Brown was a grandf'on of Manus 
Brown, who, with his father, 'Vendell Brown, Judge Veech f-lays in 
his history of the Monongahela Valley, were the 'first two whit~ 
settlers west of the Alleghany Mountains. Adam Brown's children 
were : .John, Abraham, Emanuel, Andrew, Teri8~a Ander§,on, 
Sarah Anderson, Catharine Tennant, ~jve :Minor, Elizabeth Hin­
kins, Mary and Margaret. 

Andrew Brown was born March 0, 1706, and was rail'ed on a farm; 
married, July 5, 1821, l\[if's Martha 'Vorley;* their children were: 

* llartha Worley wa& a daughter or Dand Worley, or Greene County, Penn., and 
sIster or Squire John Ingraham Worley, or Blacksv1lle. David Worley was a son or 
Blice WOrley·(notBru<.'e, as written In the early land records ot the county, and as 
printed on p. as). Brice and his brother Xathan came to Blacksville from PhUadel­
phla, in 17'66, when David was a little bo)", and settled on lan<ls, a part of which has 
descended in the family and is now owned by Squire ,John I. Worley. Brice married a. 
Johnson, or :Maryland. Nathan, who was unmarried, was kllled soon atter by the 
Indians, an<l was burled under a walnut tree a mlle south-west of Blacksville, on tbe 
bank or Dunkard creek. Duvld's children were: Brice; )[artha, Wife or Andrew 
Brown; Elizabeth, wife 01 John Wells; William, who llYe'> In Wood C:ount~-; .Tes'3e, 

48 
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Dr. Alpheu8 'V. (now president of the county court), Louisa J. 
Boughner (widow of the lat~ Dr. J. V. Boughner), Melissa A., 
Albert and J.lee Roy J.; all deceased ,except Alpheus and Mrs. 
Boughner. Mr. Brown was a farmer and a miller. In 1832, he was 
appointed justice cf the peace and served until 1851. In 1846, he 
was nominated by the 'Vhig party as a candidate for the House of 
Delegates in the then strong Democratic county of Monongalia, 
and was elected. .He was again nominated in 1859 against the ma­

jority party, and was again elected. He died October 11, 1874. Mr. 
Brown was an acth·e member of the Methodist Episcopal church. 
In politics he was an ardent 'Vhig; and, upon the breaking out of 
the Civil war, he took a strong stand against secession, and during 
the struggle was a firm ·and uncompromising supporter of the 
Union. He was a man of great industry and energy, and accumu­
lated a considerable fortune. Of strict integrity, possessing much 
natural talent and strong common-sense, always taking an active 
part in public questions and enterprises, a reader and thinker, one 
of the leading men of his neighborhood, he was an eminently use­
ful man to the comIllunity and the countv, was known and esteemed 
throughout l\Ionongalia, and died regretted by a large circle of 
acq uaintances. 

CAP'l'. ALPHl<~lJS GARRISO~ is the gradson of Leonard Garrison, 
....ho came to Greene County. Penn.• in Indian times. Leonard 
Garrison's son David married in Greene County, Penn., and his 
80n Capt. Alpheus Garrison was born there on February 26, 1833. 

His parents moved to Guernsey County, Ohio, when he was small. 
He came to l\Ionongalia County in the year 1842; was elected con­
stable in 1856; deputy sheriff in 1859-61 ; recruiting agt;nt and pro­

vost marshal 1862-63; and was internal-revenue assessor in 1864. 

He enlisted in Co. E, 17th 'V. Va. Inf., and was made second lieu­
tenant, and soon a~ter promoted to captain. In 1866, he ,was ap-

WhO moved to OhiO, then to Wlrt county, where he died; RObert, who moved to 
IlUnois, and died; Da,"ld, who moved to "'aynesburg, and was sherif[ 'of Greene 
Oounty, Penn., av.d is deceased; Dr. Asbllry, whO lives at WaShington C. H., Ohio; 
and John Ingraham, who l1ves on the home farm, and who married :Mlss Marla Gor­
don.. Their chlldren are: Sarah Ann, wife ot Robert W. Dougan, ot Waynesburg; 
Wnllam Gordon, an attornfly at law at Kingwood, Preston County, and ex-prosecuting 
attorney of that county; David.Robert, living In Kansas; Dr. Jesse Lee,ot Washing­
ton C. H., Ohio; Alpheus Brown, of BlaCksyme, and Elizabeth Dora, wlte ot the Rev. 
James}~ ~Iercer. ot CUrton, IlUnois. 
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pointed assessor of the 'Vestern Dh,trict of Monongalia County, 
and was elected at the end of that term for another. He was 
elected to the legislature in 1868; and, in 1870, .was elected sheriff 
for the term of four years, but served two years o.nly, the term hav­
ing been thus shortened by the adoption of the new constitution in 

1872. On Octob~r 27, 1873, he startedhis store on Pedlar's run ; and, 
in 1874, a post-office by the name of Pedlar's Run was established 
at his store, and he was commissioned postmaster, which position 
he still holds. In 1866, he brought what is believed to have been 
the first portable steam saw-mill ever in the county. 

Capt. Garrison is affable, courteous and well-read, and always 
ready to impart any knowledge he possesses. In his many public 
positions he has formed the acquaintance of a great number of 
persons, and hence possesses a large circle of friends. 

·ASA TENNANT is a son of Richard Tennant, Jr., and l1 grandson 
of Richard Tennant, Sr. (the ancestor of the Tennant family.) 
He was commissioned a captain in the 178th Regt. Va. Militia, Au­
gust 24, 1848; and, June 11, 1852, was commissioned lieutenant­
colonel, to rank as such in the 178th Regt. from November 29, 1851. 
He was acting colonel of the regiment when the Civil war broke 
o~t. Gov. Letcher wrote him to organize the regiment for service 
in the Southern army, which instructions he did not obey, being 
loyal to the general government. 1\11'. Tennant has been constable, 
an overseer of the poor, and a school commissioner. He is the 

father of Nimrod Tennant. 
RICHARD TENNANT came from Glasgow, Scptland, about 1';'(30, 

selling his time for seven years to pay his passage. About 1769, he 
married Elizabeth Haught, who was of German descent, at Moore~ 
field, Hardy County, Va. He served as a drummer in Dunmore's 
War in 1774. -Returning through Clay District, he was pleased 
with the country, and, after serving in the Re"olutionary war for 
a time, came and settled on Jake's run. His brother·in-Iaw, Peter 
Haught,* came with him. He raised a family of nine boys and 
four girls, viz,: Elizabeth, Peter, Mary, Richard (father of Asa), 
'Villiam, Alexander, John, Adam (father of Emrod), Abraham, 
Jacob, Catharine, Margaret and Joseph. From these nille I-ons 

* There Is a tradition that 'fobius IIaught was lillled by Indluns on Jake's run in all 
early (lay. 
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sprang all the Tennants in ¥onongalia County and 'Vest Virginia.. 
and, so far as is known, all the Tennants in the l{nited States. By 
the census reports of 1880 for Monongalia County, there was one 
Tennant family in Grant Dis~rict numbering five persons, one in 
Morgan numbering three, one in Cass numbering eight; there 
were twenty-six Tennants in Battelle, and two hundred and ninety­
six Tennants in Clay, making a total of three hundred and thirty 
in Monongalia County. By the land-books of Monongalia for 
1883, over one hundred tracts of land are owned by Tennants. 
Seven of Richard Tennant's sons were out in the"Var of 1812; and 
two. John and Adam, sent substitutes. Richard Tennant's father, 
whose name was Richard, was killed at Quebec under Gen. 'Volfe. 

STln~HEN ARCHER, a Revolutionary soldier, settled in Clay, and 
was buried, in 1825, on Jake's run, by soldiers in the Wa, of '12. 

MICHAEL CORE'S father (tradition says his name was John) was 
killed at the Doll run slaughter by Indians (pp. 65-67). Michael 
and his brother Christopher settled in Clay. Christopher married 
Hannah, daughter of Rudolph Snider (after whom Doll's run was 
named). One of their sons is Barton Core. 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 

BATTELLE DISTRICT. 

Geographical Boundaries and General Description-Indian Occu­
pation-Early Settlers-Murder of 'Villiam Thomas and the 
H~ndsucker Family by Indians-Growth of the District-Civil 
List-'Vest 'Varren Town-Mail Service-Roads-Mills-Relig­
ious Denominations-Schools and School Officers-Statistics 
-A Venerable Couple. 

BATTELLE DISTRICT is bounded on the nOl,th by Pennsyl­
vania, on. the east by Clay District, on ,the south by l\Iarion 
County, and on the west by Wetzel County. In fjihape the 
district is nearly square. It was embraced in the western 
part of the Seventh (constabulary) District in 1801; and, in 
1831, was the northern and north-western part of the Fourth 
District. In 1852, it was includ~d in the Seventh (m~gis­
terial) Diltrict, which took in Blacksville. In 1863, Bat­

, telle Township was created, and named for the Rev. Gor­
don A. Battelle. In 1873, Battelle Township, by change of 
designation merely, became t~e present Battelle District. 

The slope of the main portion of the district is to the 
nOl'th and north-east in the direction of its principal streams, 
Miracle run and other head-waters of Dunkard creek. Big 
Paw Paw l'ises in the south-western part of the district. 
The soil is rich and, with good culture, returns large crops. 
Wheat is said to average from 8 to 20 bushels per acre; 
corn, 30 to 85; oats, 20 to 45; potatoes, 80 to 150. Vege­
tables and small fnlits do well, but apples are tlle leading 
crop of fruit. Plums, pears and cherries al'e raised. Grass 
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yields from Ii to 2! tons per flcre. Timothy for meadows 
and blue grass for pastures do exceedingly well. 

The heavy fo~ests of ~ill1ber which once covered the dis­
trict, are mostly cut away. Oak, poplar and chestnut were 
most abundant, with hickory, walnut"ash, beech and other 
woods in less quantity. The heavy seam of coal paosses 
under the district, but at wllat depth remains yet to be 
ascertained. 

In an early day, the buffalo roamed here, and the bear, 
panther, deer and wild cat were enemies of the early set­
tlers as well of the Indian. 

INDIA...~ OCC"GPATION. 

The Indians occupied the district for hunting purposes, 
and they left on many a hill and by many a spring and 
stream indisputable evidences of t·heir presence here, in 
broken pieces of pottery, a1'l'OW heads, polished stones and 
mussel shells. 

EARLY PIOXEERS. 

The following are among the pioneer settlers of Battelle 
District, from 1771 to 1775: 

1771-John Marl}h I773-Alex. Clegg 17i3-A. Hornback 
1772-Phineas Killem 1773- - Honsaker 1774-WUliam Thomas 
1772-Nicholas Shinn 1773- ­ Minor 1774- -Smith 
1772-George Shinn 1773-John Merical 

INDIA.~ l'tIURDERS. 

Battelle settled up a little later than the other parts of 
the county, on account of its being nearer than the rest of 
the county to the Indian villages in Ohio. About 1780, 
William Thomas was killed by Indians in this district 
(p. 67). The last Indian raid in the county was into this 
district, in 1791, and on its western border, it is said, the 
Handsucker or Honsaker family was murdered (pp. 79-80). 
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GROWTH OF :rHE DISTRICT. 

Battelle's territory being the last of the county in settling 
np, lying a long distance from tIle county-seat, and, like 
the other parts of the county, depending chiefly on agricul­
tural pursuits, for many years it naturally fell behind the 
other parts of the county. The huilding of the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad almost upon the western border, brought 
an outlet to market very near to it. If a railway connect­
ing with the abGve named railroad, were built through the 
district to the east, Battelle would make a great stride 
forward in the increase of her wealth and population. 

With 2293 inhabitants in 1880, it was the third district in 
population; and is third also ill wealth, its assessed valua­
tion being $592,496 ill 1883. 

CIVIL LIST-lIIAGISTEllIAL OF.ICEHS, 1852-63 . 
.JUSTICES. 

1852. 1836. 1860. 
James Wise John Anderson S. H. Shriver 
W. S. Fletcher Justus Garrar1 John A. Wiley 
Justus Garrard JO!~eplms Eakin P. L. Rice 
John Anderson Philemon Rice Justus Garrard 

CO~!5T.A.BLES. 

1852. 1856. 1860. 
John S. Lemley John S. Lemley Frederiek Guwp 
Eugenius Harker Eugenius Harker John S. Lemley 

TOWNSHIP OFFICERS, 1863-73. 
.JUSTICES.* 

1863. 1867. 1871. 
James Wise Asbury Hough William W.odrutr 
William Haines William ~{inor, Sr. I. C. \Vhe 

CONSTABLES. 

186S. 1867. .1871. 
A. S. Core A. S. Core Silas HauKlat 
A. Harker A. Harker Isaac Lemley 

IM5. 1869. 
A. S. Core J. H. Six 
Kinsey Garrard A. Harker 

.. To 1111 vacancy: 1665, A. J. Santee. 
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SUP~RVISORS. 

lS63-A. D.,Haines 1866-8. H. Shrivel' lSt>~-James McKee 
lSS.-1. S. Lemley 1867-A. J. More 1870-S. Jil. Shriver 
1865-S. H. Shriver 186S-.Tames McKee 1871-E. J. Edd} 

INSPEC1.'ORS OF ELECTIONS. 

lS63-Thomas Wise 1866-Thomas Wise 18G9-Thomas Wise 
David Lough R. A. '\\"hite Mich'lel Shriver 

186~-J. E. Hillery . 1867-Thomas Wise 1870-A. Phillips 
Thomas Wise R. A. White Michael 8hriTel' 

IS65-Thomas Wise 1868-Thomas Wise 187l-A. Phillips 
R. A. White J. G. White Jose~h G. White 

OVERSEERS OF POOR. 

186S-A. B. Tennant 1865-Peter Eakin 1867-71-A. B. Tennant 
1864-T.Phillips 1866-J. S. Lemley 

TOWNSHIP CLERKS. 

1863-E. Harker 1866-George Keefover 1870-S. Whito 
1865-Wm. Kinney 1869-Geo. Anderson lS71-J. M. John 

TOWNSHIP TREASURERS. 

18G3-John McCon 186.J-P. L. Rice 1867-E. J. Eddy 
1864-Jesse Stewart 18M-Jos. S. White 1~69-J. H. Spragg 

DISTRICT OFFICERS, 1873-1884. 
JlTSTICES. 

*18i3-P. A. Tennant 1876-Peter A. Tennant 1880-W. O. Hennen 
Perry Hennen Silas Haught J. Anc!erson 

CONSTABLES. 

*1873-Silas Haught 1876-J. G. Haught IS80-J. G. Haught 
Fred Gump S. Barnard S. Russell 

PRERIDENTIAL YOTES, 1844-1884. 
1844. Polk, 82 18G8. Seymour, 167 

Clay, 29 Grant, lIB 
18;;2. Pierce, 20:> 1872. Greeley. 133 

Scott, 58 Grant,14G 
1856. Buchanan, 2G8 1876. Tilden, 222 

Filmore, 23 Hayes, 149 
1864. McClellan, 142 1880. Hancock, 25!) 

Lincoln, 100 Garfield. 211 ; 'Veaver,2 

WEST WARRE~ TOWN. 

The only town in the distJ:ict is West Warren, which is 
situated north of the cent81' of the district, on the head­
waters of Dunkal'd creek. It is on the l\Iol'gantown and 

• Elect~a August 22,18;2, to take office January 1, 18i:3. 
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Burton pike, about six miles northeast of Burton, a station 
in Wetzel County on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. 

West.~arren consists of a ~tore" post-office (called 'Yades­
town), a church and several houses. 

l\fAIL SERVICE. 

A bi-weekly mail runs from 1\Iorgantown to 1\Iiracle Run 

post-office, and then by 'Yadestown post-office (\Yest 'Yar­
ren) to Burton station in Wetzel County. St. Cloud post­
office is in the extreme north-western part of the district; 
Wis~ post-office is on Dunkal'Cl creek, about three miles 
south of West 'Yan'en. Other post-offices are Cross Roads 
and Job. 

ROADS. 

The Dunkard Valley turnpike, generally called the 1\101'­
gantown and Burton pike, runs through the northern part 
of the district. The Fairmont pike runs from West Wan'en 
south, through tile district into Clay District, and on into 
l\Iarion County. 

MILLS. 

The old 1\Iorris mill is below West Warren. It passed 
into the hands of Shriver and Santee, then to Woodruft~ 

who contemplated putting steam to it. Lewis Fox's mill is 
on 1\Iiracle run/' and the Thomas mill is near Job post­
office. 

llELIGIOUS DE~O)IINA'fIONS. 

Parks 1\1ethodist Episcopal church is at 1\Iiracle run 
post-office. Another 1\1. E. church is at St. Cloud post­
office, and anot~ler near ,yest Warren. Highland 1\1. E. 

church is in the south-western part of the district. 
A Baptist church is at "'...est Warren, and another is near 

* :MIracle run tS6utd to get Us name trom a man by the name ot ~raracleor ~Iertcale, 

an early settler. 
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St. Cloud post-office. Liming church belongs to the Dis­
ciple or Christian denomination. 

SCHOOL ITEMS. 

Of the subscription-schools of the early days not anything 
could be obtained whatever. Nor hq.ve our efforts -to get 
information of the schools of later years met with a D?-uch 
larger degree of success. A request made to the custodian 
of the records of the district, for the enumeration, names of 
school boards, etc., has elicited no I'espouse, and we are 
compelled to allow these pages to go;to press withqut this 
data. . 

The names of the school commissionel's of this district, 
from the beginning of the free-school system up to the year 
1872, are subjoinec1: 

1864-S. H. Shriver 18G6-John Anderson 18GS-Levi Stiles 
Jacob'Viley J. G. 'Vhite 1870-J. S. Lemley 
J. G. 'Vhite 1867-J. S. Lemley 1871-Levi Stiles 

18G5-J. G. 'Vhite 18GS-Ami Tennant Michael Barr 

The enumeration of Battelle District in 1883, as furnished 
by County Superintendent l\Iorgan, is as follows: 'Vhite 
youth-males, 369; females, 350: colored youth-males, 
8; females, 5. Total yOjlth, 732. 

Paw Paw school-house was destroyed by fire on the night 
of December 17, 1875-" supposed by many to be the ,York 
of an incendiary," said Superintendent A. L. Wade in his 
report for the year 1876. A private house was secured, 
and the school was again opened one week after the fire. 
A ~ew school-house was erected before the .next school­
term, upon the foundation of the fonner one. 
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STATISTICS OF BATTELLE DISTRICT. 

A VENERABLE COUPLE.-There is living in Battelle Dis­
trict, on ~Iiracle run, five miles from Blacksville, perhaps 
the oldest married couple in ~Ionongalia County. William 
~Iinor, wIlo was born in 1797, married 1\Iargaret Lantz in 
J annary, 1818. Almost sixty-five years have they been liv­

ing togetller as husband and wif~. 

NOTE-Of the efforts which have been made to annex Battelle 
District to Marion County, reference h, made on pp. 101 and 102. 

YEAR. 

1873•••••.;........... ......... •••••••• 

1874....... ......... ..••••••• ......... 

1875......... .... ... ......... ..... 

1876......... ......... ......... ......... 

1877...... ............ ...... ...... ...... 

1878........................... ......... 

1879.............................. ..... 

1880...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 

1881.................................... 

1882..... ...... .................. ..... 

1883...... ....... ...................... 


- -' 
7191,979 
86211,9;)4 
837 1,774 
810 1,.304 
7112 1,616 ~3,401 450 
779 1,680 4,244 373 
709 2,053 4,627 333 
703 2.16114,617 249 
71512,181 6,264 334 
700,2,13.:> 6.249 358 
72912,09816,3(,>J 278 

2,813 288 
3,014 274 
3.915 301 
3,675 318 

16 335 1 3G3 .., 
15 37 1 393 ... 
20 52 2 401 ... 
16 ;'')6 21 413 .. . 
19 54 2 418 ... 
27 59 2 442 .. . 
35 ."i9 8 434 .. . 
37 sn 4 462 ... 
73 76 8 480 ... 

]96 
203 

206 
51 

11 
10 

462 1 
482 ... 



APPENDIX. 

This Appendix contains matter S:ilpplemental to that 
given in the several chapters of this book. The facts herein 
recorded are such as wei'e bbtained . .after the printing of 
those portions of the book wherein they would have been 
ins81'ted, was completed. 

CHAP. XII.-INTEUNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 

The "nIorgantown Gas and Water Company" was 
formed, October 19, 1883, fOl' the plU'pose of supplying the 
town of Morgantown with gas and. water., The incol'pora­
tors were: Willis J. Hulings, W. J. Young, Seth Hulings, 
Charles H. Duncan, W. H. Longwell and S. H. Lamberton, 
of Oil City, Penn.; capital stock, $20,000; share~, $50 each; 
certificate filed at Wheeling, November 3, 1883, and re­
corded in the county clerk's office of 1\Ionongalia County, 
November 5, 1883. 

CHAPTER XVI.-AGRICULTURAL HISTORY. 
William E. ,Vatson is the statistical conespondent ap­

pointed by the Department of Agriculture for 1\Ionongalia. 

His assistants are Shelby P. Barker, W'.~~_ D~~armo and 
H./O.--Baker. On the 1st of November, 1883, 1\Ir. Watson 
reported the average cr,ops of the county for 1883, as follows: 

Corn, average to the acre, 23 Qushels; Irish pototoes, 80; sweet 
potatoes, 70; hay, H tons. 

CHAPTER XVIII.-POLITICAL HISTORY. 
CENSUS ENUl\IERATORS.-The names of the men who were 

appointed to take the Federal census in 1\Ionongalia County, 
in 1880, are as follows: 
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Battelle District, Dr. A. B. Mason, except sub-districts Nos. 7 and 
10, which were taken by .T. H. Showalter; Cas.'!, G. C. Cole; Clay, 
M. S. Garribon; Clinton, Josepl?- H. Powell; GraYft, J. A. Thomp­
son; .J.1Iorgan, 'V. 'V. Houston; JIorganfown, James H. 'Vinger; 
Union, J. T. McClaskey. 

CONGRESSIONAL DIS'l'RIC'l'S Axn REPRESENTATIVES. 

Under this heading is given the Congressional districts of 
which l\fonongalia has formed a part, and the names of the 
nlen who have represented such districts in the HOl~se of 
Representatives of the United States Congress, from the 
adoption of the Federal Constitution until the present time: 

1789 TO 1792.-The first census of the United States was taken in 
1790. Until "snch enumeration should be made," the Federal 
Constitution provided (art. 1, sec. 2) that Virginia should have ten 
members of the House of R~presentatives. The General Assembly, 
accordingly, laid off the State into ten districts, the counties of 
Berkeley, Hampshire, Shenandoah, Hardy, Monongalia, Ohio, 
Randolph and Frederick com;tituting the First District. 

1792 TO 1802.-After the first census, and after Congress had fixed 
the ratio of representation, allotting to Virginia nineteen Repre­
sentatives, the General Assembly divided the State into nineteen 
districts; and Monongalia, Hampshire, Hardy, Pendleton, Harri ­
son, Randolph and Ohio constituted the Third District. 

1802 TO 1813.-The second apportionment was made January 30. 
1802, when the State was laid off into twenty-two districts. Monon­
galia, Brooke, Ohio, Harrison, 'Vood and Randolph made up the 
First District. 

1813 TO 1823.-Virginia's Representatives were increased to twen­
ty-three by the census of 1810. Monongalia, Brooke, Ohio and 
Harrison constituted the First District; to which were added, Ty­
ler (1814), Lewis (1816) and Preston (1818). 

1823 TO 1833.-Fourth apportionment: Monongalia, Brooke, Ohio, 
Harrison, Tyler and Preston, the Eighteenth District. The State's 
representation went back to twenty-two members. 

1833 TO 1843.-The fifth apportionment, made in 1833, divided the 
State into twent.y-one districts, Monongalia, Preston, Tyler, Ohio 
and Brooke constituting the Twenty-first District; to which were 
addt'd, l\Iarshall (1835), l\Iarion (1843). 
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1843 '1'0 1852.-The sixth apportionment was made in 1843, when 
the State was laid off into fifteen districts. Monongalia, Brooke, 
Ohio, Marshall, Tyler, Marion, Randolph and Preston formed the 
Fifteenth Distric~; to which were added, thp.t part of Barbour 
which was taken from Randolph, that part of Taylor which was 
taken from Marion, that part of Doddridge taken from Tyler, and 

the counties of 'Vetzel and Hancock. 
For the subsequent app~rtionUlents and districts, see pp. 274-G. 

TElt3lS OF SERVICE, NAllES AND RESIDENCES OF T1IE REPRESENTATI¥ES. 

li89-93--Alexander WhIte, Berkeley 184.:>-49-W1111am G. Brown, Preston 
li93-!).}-tJoseph Nevllle, lIardy 1849-51-I!ThOmas S.lIaymond, :Marlon 

179;}-9i-John G. Jackson, lIarrison 1851-52-'lfGeorge w. 'l'hOmpson, Ohio 

179i-99-! James lI:lChlr 1852-5:1-Sherrard Clemens, Oh10 
1799-1O-John G. Jackson, I1arrison 18.J3-57-Zedektah Kidwell. Marton 

1810-11-W1l11am McKInley, OhIo 1837-OO-Sherrard Clemens, Ohio 

18ll-IS-THOMA.S WILSON, Monongalia 1861~':3-Wlll1am G. Brown, Preston 
lS13-17-John G. Jackson, IIamson [West Virginia.} 

181,-2O--James Pindall, IIarrison 186.':3-6.).-W1111am G. Brown, Preston 
1S20-23-Edward B. JaCk'1lOn, Hamson 18W-67-George R. Latham, Upshur 
1823-2'i-Joseph Johnson, Hamson 1867-6S-B. M. Kitchen, Berkeley 
1827-29-Isaac LeIDer, Ohio 1868-i2-James C. McGrew, Preston 
1829-32-§Phillp Doddridge, Brooke 18'2-':'4-J. MARSHALL HAGANS, ~lonongaUa 
1S:33-.'3!~oseph Jolmson, Harrison 18i4-'i6-Chas. Jus. Faulkner, Berkeley 
18:33-3S-EooA.R C. Wu"<;()s, ~lonongaUa 18iU-81-Benj. F. Marttn, Ta.ylor 
18.'3:)-39-W)[. S. MORG.\N, Monongalia 1881-83-John BlaIr IIoge, Berkeley 
1839-45-Lewis Steenrod, Ohio 1883- - WilUam L. WIL'lOn, JeffersQn 

- The first electlon for RepresentatIves occurred February 2, 1789; and at that 
election Alexander WhIte was chosen to represent the dIstrtct .composed ot the 
counties of Berkeley, IIampshlre. Shenandoah. lIardy. l\IonongaUa, OhiO, Randolph 
and FIederlck. He was re-elected from the same dlstrtct in February, 1791, deteattng 
GeB. WilUam Darke and Gen. James Wood. Of 11lm, the Hon. Charles James Faulk· 
ner wrote in an hIstorical sketch prtnted in the M(U'tinsbw'Y (W. Va.) Indepenllent. 
Aprtl14, 181!3: "He was a man ot marked punctuaUty and system, and a sUght evI­
dence or thIs may be seen In the fact that he was the only member of Congress trom 
"VIrginia wbo was present on the first day or Its session. • • • ~lr. White took a promi­
nent part in all the debates ot that [the first term ot] Congress. ••• IIe bore tbe 
reputation ot a lUan or learnIng, or great abll1ty and ot ardent patriotism." 

t The name Is spelled ~Yet'ell in Lanman's Dictionary ot Congress, Net'elln Howe's 
HIstorical Collectlons of Virginia, but Xel,flle in the Annals or Congress. He died in 
lIardy County, March 4, ]819. lIe Is believed to be the same Joseph Neville Wbo, with 
Alexander McClean of pennsylvania, ran the" temporary line" of 1782 (p. 9"2; see, 
also, ProceedIngs W. Va. Histortcal SocIety, vol. 1. part 1., pp. 110, 134). 

!)\'o information of Maehlr can be obtained, except that he was a Representative 
trom YIrginla, Cor the period named, and that he died June 20, 18r.. As John G. 
Jackson represented the dIstrict In li!).'j-', and agaIn in 1799-10, It was needed to find 
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VOTES OF THE COUN1'Y. 

GO'ERNOR. 

181)1-Johnson, 1035 180S-Republican majority, 4G!) 
Summers, 494 187G-*Nathan Hoff, Jr., 15G8 

18:s5-'Vise, 132.j tHenry 1\1. Mathews, 1046 
Flournoy, 662 1880-·Heo. C. Sturgiss, 1712 

1866-*A. I. Boreman, 1211 tJacob B. Jackson, 1257 
tBenjamin H. Smith, 734 !Napoleon B. French, 126 

CONGRESSIONAL. 

1823-Joseph Johnson, 580 §1833-Johnson, 272 
Ilhihp Doddridge, 257 Haymond, 788 

1825-Joseph J ohn80n, 54;; Jackson, 18 
Philip Doddridge. !13 Chapline,4: 

1827-Isaac J.Jeffier, 087 111833-Edgar C. 'Vilson, 833 
Joseph Johnson, 194 W. S. Morgan, 568 

1829-Philip Doddridge, 552 1837-'V. S. Morgan, had no op­
Joseph J ohn80n, 260 position in the county. 

the name ot a Ylrglnla, Representative, to fill the Interval, whose term began In li9i 
and ended In '99. 'There are but three such In the l1st: Walter Jones, James ~Iachlr 
and Gen. Daniel :\Iorgan. Jones llved In another part ot the State; Gen. Morgan r~p­
resented the Nineteenth District, Berkeley and Frederick count1e~; so, Machlr, 1t 
'Would seem, must hue been the Representative ot the MonongalIa dIstrict In the 
Futh Congress. 

§ PhlUp Doddridge dIed November 19, 18:12, at Washlngton, D. CIt whither he had 
gone to meet his colleagues ot i special committee. which was to prepare a report to 
present to the second and nnal session of the Twenty-second Congress which convened 
December 3, 1832. In January, 1833, an election was held to nIl the vacancy made by 
l\lr. Doddridge'S death. Yotes were thrown In )Ionongalla County at this election, tor 
JaCkson, Chapllne, Haymond and Johnson. The Chrlhtlan names ot these men m:e not 
given; and It is dlmcult to say who was elected to !>CITe the rest ot this Congress, 
which expired )Iarch 3, 1833. In a letter written by ex-Gov. Joseph Johnson, or 
Harrison, which was published In tbe We.II(on (Lewis County) Delllocmt, :November 2, 
1882, )Ir. Jobnson says he served In 1823-27, 18:32':1, 18.l.;'4I, and 1R-t.-H;. :Neither Lan­
man's Dictionary nor Howe's History mention the term of )Ir•• Johnson in 18:t!..:l. Ali 
a Johnson was voted tor In the election, and as neltller or the other three per50ns 
named was In Congress at this period, It would seem that Jo-;eph Johnson was the 
one electeu to fill the vacancy, and served till )farch 3, 1S.'l!~. Betore another election 
tor Representatlyes was held Harrison ceased to be of the same district with 
1Ilonongal1a. 

MDr. Alexander Xewman was elected, but dIed berore taking his seat; and !Ir. nay­
mond was chosen. 
~ )Ir. Thompson resigned to go upon the benCh, amI Clemens was elected to flll the 

unexpired tenn, sen1ng from December, 18:>2, to the 3d of the following :\larclt. 

.. RepubUcan. t Democrat. t Greenback . 

~ To nIl vacancy hy death of Ph1l1p Dod<lrldge. 

, Regular election. 
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1851-Haymond, 502 ]866-'*B. M. Kitch en, 920 
Thomp!on, 56i t E. 'V. Andrews, 546 

t1852-Sherrard Clemens, 1209 1868-*James C. McGrew, H3i 
W. T. Willey, 767 tWilliam G. Brown, 984 

1853-Zedekiah Kidwell, 961 ~1872, Aug.-.T. M. Hagans, 1443 
A. S. Vance, 48 

1855-Kidwell, 12.3.3 1872, oct.-tBenj. F. Martin, 380 
Pendleton, 636 .T. N. Wisner, 33 

1856-Clemens, 844 1876-';!Ward H. Lamon, 1572 
Dunnington, 105 tBenj: F. Martin, 1145 

1864-*Geor~e R. Latham, 908 1882-;;'Joh11 W. Mason, 1248 
Wm. B. Zinn, U tWilliam L. WIlson., 731 

JUDICIAL. 

1852-For .Tud~e of Court of Appeal! : Georf;e H. Lee, 1268; W. A. 
Harrison, 60~. 

Judge of Circuit Court: Geo. W. Thompson, 1189; Joseph L. Fry, 695. 
Clerk Circuit Court: R. P. Davis, 724; George S. Ray, 11M. 
Clerk County Court: W. T. Willey, 893; M. M. Dent. 980. 
1872-Judge Circuit Court: Thomas W. Harrison, 1457; Charles S. 

Lewis, 910. 
1S7S-Judge Circuit Court: Thomas W. Harrison, 1219; A. Brooks 

Fleming, 1255. 
188O-Jud~e Circuit Court: .T. Marshall Ha&ans, 1676; A. Brooks 

Fleming, 1435. 
lSS2-Jujge Supreme Court of Appeals: Ftank A. Guthrie, 1020; 

Adam C. Snyder, 775. 
ST.\TE SENATE. 

lS.j1-Wado 1158 1878-'J;Wm. C. McGrew 1188 
Fairfax 3~1 tWm. E. Watson 1265 

1871--J888e H. Cather 1331 188{)-"Wm. M. O. Dawson 1682 
tG. E • .Tarvis 891 tJohn W. Guseman 1368 

1874-*R. L. Berkshire 80~ 1882-'!<Wm. C. McGrew 10.: 
1876--John P • .Tones 1551 tWm. E. Watson 668 

tJ. C. Kembl" 1066 
I 

nOUSE 010' DEI.EOATES. 

18:>1·-McDonalo 772 1851-Hughes 91 
Lemley 70!) 1118i1-*Jobn B. Lough 1306 
Hurry 497 l"George C. Sturgiss 1311 
Finnell 268 tL. S. Lough 003 
Price 351 tN. L. South 89~, 
Barkert 56 

* Republican. t Democrat. 

:j: Election in Xovember, to elect successor to George W. 'I'hompson, who resigned. 


~ In 1872, there was n controversy as to the proper time for the CongressIonal 
election : whetll~r in August, when the new Constitution was submItted, or in October. 
lire Hagans ran in 4~UguSt, and was admitted to the seat in the House of Represen­
tatives. 

I The vote under thIs year on page 303, for" House of Delegates" should read for 
"County Delegates to Constitutional Convention." 
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1874-*Joseph Snider 773 1878-tNoah HendersCJn 1184 
-;ffJohn B. Lough 734 Varnes H&re 1225 
tLorenzo Davis 562 18S0-*Henry L. Cox 1750 
tJ. A. B. Martin H6 *Jame,- S. Watson 1679 

1876-*J. T. McClaskey 1386 tS. G. Morgan 12115 

*John B. Gray 1429 Albert Tennant ~ 


tJames Hare 1210 1882-*Henry L. Cox 996 

1878--J. Marshall Hagans 1212 tJohn B. Gray 618 

.Henry L. Cox 1208 

In 1877, the vote of the county upon the question of the location 

of the State Capital, ~a8: Charleston, 626; Clarksburg, 1188; 
Martinsburg, 4. 

The votes of the county upon the question of taxing dogs, were: 
in 1878-for the tax, 698; against, 1416: in 1880-for the tax, 1154; 

against, 1465. 
RAILROAD SUBSCRIPTION. 

* ..llay 17, 1881,tJW«? 10, 1882 !Feb. 17,1883 §Ma!l15, 18&3 
POLLS. 1---------- -----I·-~--

For ,Ag't. For Ag't. For Ag't. For Ag't. 

1. Morgantown ........... 412 1-5 582 13 467-ia ........ == 

Ha~edorn's.............. 66 I 0 51 ~ 83 8 .............. 


2. 	 Sullthtown...................... ,....... 93 20 57 44 ............. . 

Clinton Mills................... ' 119 47 /147 92 .............. 


3. 	Easton........................... i ....... 8.) 34 86 26 ............. . 

Bo,vers's......................... i ....... , 54 25 49 44 

Stewartto'vn................... j....... .............. I 27 58 


4. 	 Cassville...... ............ . ...... ....... 80 61 I 61 i6 28 
 74 
Maidsville ................ 1....... ....... 85 34 15 107 23 69 

1295. 	I~aurel Point............ ,. ...... . ...... 153! 41 51 1132 23 

Arnettsville .............1....... ....... 122 34 86 90 26 
 86 
'Vest Morgantown... 'I' ...... ....... ....... ....... 58 28 14 
 29 

6. 	Mooresville ...~.......... ....... ....... 27 i 28.'> 155 187 

~fcCurdvsville ..........I....... I....... 31 46 17 110 ............. . 


7. 	 'Vest 'Varren.... ....... .. ..... ....... 4 400 I....... ....... ....... 
....... 
'Vadesto'vn..................... i ..................... J 5 414 ............. . 

Tuttle's........................... i ..................... 1 19 60 .............. 


, I--1------j-- ----- ­
Totals........... ......... 478: 5 1486 1045 1383 1479 114 
 387 

·See page 117. tPage 119. tPage 120. § pp. 121-2"2. 

A LIST 01.<' EXECUTIVES 

having jurisdiction over the present territory of Monongalia. 

County, from 1606 to 1884 : 
GOVBRNORS-PROVIWCE OF VIRGINU. 

1606-Slr Thomas Smith 1628--John Pott 16U-Slr William Berkele, ­
1IH8-Slr George Yeardley 1629-S1r John Harvey 1Mf-Rlchard Kempe 
1621-Slr FrancIs Wyatt 1635-Capt. John West 164-">-Slr William Berkeley 
162'l..-81r George Yeardley 16.'36-81r John narvey 1652-Rlchard Bennett 
1627-Francls West 1689-Slr FrancIs Wyatt 1656-Edward Digges 

• Republican. t Democrat. : Supported by Democrats and Greenbackers. 
49 
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1859-Samuel Matthews 11l9()-Francls Nicholson 1727-WilUam Gooch 
1&;)9-81r W1lliam Berkeley l692-81r Edmund .\ndros li52-Robert Dinwiddie 
1661-Francls Moryson 1698-Francls Nicholson 1758-Francls Fauquier 
I1j62-Slr WnHam Berkeley l':'05-Edward Nott 1768-John Blair 
167'7'-llerbert Jeffries 17'06-Edward JennIngs [PresIdent) 

[Lieutenant Governor] l7la-Alex. Spotswood 176'9-Lord Bottetourt 
16iS-Slr llenry Chlckerley [Lieutenant Governor) 17iO-Wll11am Nelson 
1680-Lord Culpeper 1722-Hugh Drysdale [PreSident] 
1683-~'U'holasSpencer 1726-CoL Robert Carter 1772-Earl Dunmore 
1684-Lord Howard {PresIdent] 
lti87-Nathaniel Bacon 

[PreSident] 

l'RESlDl':NTS OF CONVENTION. 

Iii5-Peter Randolph 1776-Bdmund Pendleton 

GOVERNORS-STA1'B OF VIRGINIA. 

li76-Pat11ck Henry 1811-James Monroe 1831-Davld Campbell 
17'i9-Thomas Jefferson ISll-George W. Smith !SID-Thomas W. GUmer 
1781-Thomas Nelson If:!12-James Barbour lI~·U-John Rutherford. 
17S1-Benjamln Harrison 1814-Wllson C. Nicholas [Lieutenant Governor] 
1784-Patrlck Henry 1!S16-James P. Preston 1842-.John M. Gregory 
1786-Edmund Uandolph 1819-ThOmas 1I. RandOlph [Lieutenant Governor) 
JiSS-Beverly Randolph 182'l-James Pleasants 184,'J-James McDowell 
1791-IIenry Lee 1825-John Tyler lS46-Wlll1am Smtth 
17M-Robert Brooke Ib'2i-W1llIam B. Gnes 1849-John B. Floyd 
1700-James Wood 18:3O-John Floyd 1852-JOseph Johnson 
1799-James ~lonroe 18M-Littleton W. Tazewell 1856--11enry A. Wlse 
1802-John Page 1836-Wyndham Robertson 18ro-John Letcher 
IflOO-WilUam ll. Cabell [Lieutenant Governor] 
lt308-.John Tyler 

GOVERNOR-REORGANIZED GOVERNliENT. 

18til-Francls H. PIerpont. 

GOYERNORS-WEST VIRGINIA.. 

Iffi1-".\rthur I. Boreman 1871-John J. Jacob 18S1-Jacob B. Jackson 
It!ti9-W1llIam E. Stevenson 1871-lIenry ~I. Mathews 

CHAPTER XXI.-JOURNALISTIC HISTORY. 

The first number of the second paper published in the 
county by the name of The .J.lfonongalian,t is dated Satur­
day, February 3, 1849. George S. Ray was the editor and 
proprietor (see p. 435). It is~' a 4-page sheet, with six col­
umns to the page-etA Family Newspaper-Neutral in pol­
itics and Religion." Terms of SUbSCliption: "$1.25 cash 

" Gov. Boreman havlng been elected to the U. S. senate, reSigned February 26,1869. 
and D. D. T. Farnsworth, presIdent or the senate, was qualified as governor anel. 
served till March 4th. 

t See l1st of papers on page 427. 
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1n advance; $1.50 paid ill six months; $2.00 after six 
months is delayed." It contains but little local news. 
C( Reports in ci!culation through the country," that the 
small-pox and cflolera were prevailing in l\Iorgantown, are 
declared to be without foundation. "Senator Carlile" is 
thanked for sending the editor a copy of the second au­
ditor's I'eport. 

Number 37 of volume one of the .JIol'gantown Telegl'aplt­
(p. 436) is elated Thursday, September 13, 1855. The pub­
lishers now were W ooddy & Lucas, and the terms of sub­
scription were" $1.25 per aunum, inyariably in advance." 
The motto is a quotation from Franklin Pierce--" To Pre­
serve Sacred from all Tonch of Usurpation, as the Yel'y 
Palladiu~ of'our Political Salvation, the Reserved Powers 
of the Several States and of the People." It has no local 
news, a good cleat of political, and a page and a half of ad­
-vel,tisements. 

CHAPTER XXII.-RELIGIOUS AXD TE~IPERA..\TE HISTO}{Y. 

The l\Ionongalia County Temperance Law and Order 
Society was organized in the ~Iethodist Episcopal Church 
at Morgantown, October 2, 1883. President, Prof. D. B. 
Purinton; vice-president, Rev. S. L. Finney; secretm'y, 
Prof. J. S. Stewart; treasurer, Alexander L. 'Yade. Execu­
tive committee appointed October 21: Hon. W. T. Willey, 
Prof. F. S. Lyon, Prof. J. M. Lee, W. ",Y. Houston, George 
1\1. Reay, and Alexander L. Wade. 

CHA.P1'ER XXVIII-CLIXTON DISTHICT. 

The following table is additional to that given on page 

630 : 
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CHAPTEH XXIX.-.l\WRGAN DIS1'RICT. 

STATISTICS 011' MORGAN DIS'rRICT. 
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CHAPTER XXXI.-CASS DISTRICT. 

Additional to Civil List on pp. 699 and 700: 
JUSTICES. 

1876-J. Alexander. F. R. Sinclair 1880-J. Alexander, L. N. John 
CONSTABLES. 

1876-T. Lazzell, Jonathan Frulll 1880-'V. T. Ryan, J. Halfin 

CHAPTER XXXIl.-GRANT DISTRICT. 

The following list of preachers of ~Ionongalia Circuit, 
additional to that at the top of page 728, was kindly fur­
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nished by 1\11'. Sylvester Arnett. The first named each 
year is the pastor in charge, and the second named is the 
assistant. 

1860-G. 'v. Arnold 1866-J. 'V. 'VelJlJ 1873-J. 1\1. 'Varden 
1861-D. O. Stewart T. F. Bracken Dayid 'l'asker 
1862-]). O. Stewart 1867-J. 'V. 'Vel>b 1874-J. A. Fullerton 

J. B. Pinchen 1868-9-J. J. Dolliyer J. 'V. Satterfield 
1863-J. B. Feather J. D. Hunter 1875-J. F. Snodgrafol~ 

A. Stephens 1870-J. J. DolliYer 'V. N. Stewart 
1864-J. B. Feathe)· 1871-J. 1\1. 'Varden 1876--J. F. Snodgras!ol 

G. 'V. Metheny C. J. Trippett 1877-J. E. 'Va!ol!olon 
1865-J. 'V. 'Vebb 1872-J. 1\1. 'Varden C. J. l"lrice 

J. W.,Swartz .f. 'V. Huggans 
In 1877, the month of the annual meeting of Conference wal'l 

changed from March to October; and there were, c~n!olpqnently, 
two conferences and two appointments made in that year 
18i7-J. E. 'Vasson 18i8-9-J. E. 'Va~son 

c. S. Harrison C. S. Harrison 

In 1880, Arnettsville circuit ,vas fonned from l\Ionollgalia 
circuit. The preachers of the latter circuit since the divis­
ion have been: 
1880-'V. F. Cannon 1881-2-J. T. Eichelberger 1883-rr. H. rrraint'r 

STATISTICAL. 

VALUATION OF PnoPEnTy.-The value of the property of 
the county in 1860, 1870 and 1880, as given in the Federal 
census reports, is exhibited in the following table (see, also, 

pp. 557-8): 
Year. Rpat Estate. 1'I'I'sonal Properfl/. ~l'olal. 

1860 $3,535,232 $1,360,800 $4,896,032 
1870 2,917,294 1,528,433 . 4,445,721 
1880 3,344,553 1,212,299 4,556,8li2 

AMOUNT TAXES PAID.-The amount paid in taxes by the 
people of the county for state, county, town, village and 
school purposes, in 1870 and 1880, (not given for 1860,) as 
sta.ted in the cenSHS reports, is as follows (see, also. pp 559­

60, 562): 



774 HISTORY OF MONONGALIA COUNTY. 

lYellI', _'!(ott. CQunty. "'l'ollm, Yilla!lP, etc. - l·ulal. 

1870 $18,695 $48,038t $11,000 $77,733 

1880 . 17,4:8.3 23,174 11,473 52,082 

VALUE O}' Tow~ LOTs.-Assessed value of town lots with 
buildings, in the places named, including only lots (and the 
buildings thereon) laid out and numbered when the t~wns 

were founded: 
ArnettsYille . $950 Granville . $4,935 Stewarttown . $2,195 
Blacksville. 10,387 Hamilton. . 1,375 'Vest Morgantown 1.700 
Cassyille . . 3,490 Lowes,·il1e. 400 'Vest'Varren . 3,360 
Durbaunall. 21,275 

'DIOGRAPHICAL. 
AUGUSTCS H.'\'YMO~D, whose sketch begins on page 352, 

died at l\Iorgalltown, on the 9th of October, 1883. His 1'8­

mains wel'e interred on the 10th, by the l\Iasonic fraternity. 
ALEXANDER l\IARTIN.-The writer of the sketch of Doctor 

Martin, which may be found on page 412, desires to have it 
st'ated that the Doctor resigned the principalship of the 
Clarksburg academy to accept the professorship of the 
Greek language anc1literature in Allegheny College, which 
place he occupied for one term, when he accepted tIle call 
to the church in 'Vheeling. 

JAMES S. STEWART was born on January 5, 1854, at Mc­
Coy's Station, Jefferson County, Ohio. His pal'ents were 
James R. 1\1. and Cordelia K. Stewart, both bOl'n in Lon­
don, Eng., of Scotch parents. He first came to l\Iorgan­
town August 29, 1873; graduated at West Virginia Univer­
sity, June, 28, 1877, and began to teach in the University ill 
September, 1877; is assistant ploofessor in the school of 

·Th1s Is "CUy, town, etc.," In lSiO; "ctty, town, v1l1age, and school district," In 
188~. 

tThls sum appea.rs too large, and must include othcl' than the levy (or county pur~ 
~proper. 

http:appea.rs
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