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PREFACE. 


rfHE life of Alexander, as transmitted by ancient wri. 

ters-while the subject, and fulness, of detail, in each, 

differ as much as biography, annals, and history-is, 

in all, an extraordinary field of incident. Quintus 

Curtius, while exhibiting the progress of a mighty 

transition of power, has mixed, with the minutes of 

the council, and the journal of the camp, sketches of 

biography which lead to a knowledge of man. 

The middle-part of the narrative, and route, of the 

Macedonian expedition to the East, possesses new in.. 

terest, on account of Buonaparte's designs on Persia ~ 

his proclaimed invasion of India, if any thing more than 

a machination to induce the Porte, as well as the Court 

of Tuhran, to permit his occupation of important pos .. 

sessions,. is a distant object. Alexander subjugated as 

he went: we may calculate that Buonaparte will follow 

an example from which deviation would be unsafe, 

without expecting him to draw his catalogue of means 

from a magnanimous school. A French army introdu

ced in,to Persia-a revolution in the palace at Tubran 

a2 



iv PREFACE. 

-the new protectors of the independence of Persia 

permanently seated there. 

The policy by which Alexander, with an inferior 

fleet, deprived Darius of a navy*, is another interesting 

subject ofexamination;' as it is IJossible that Buonaparte 

imagines that he is imitating it. If he discover a re

semblance between the foundation or the naval powe~ 

of ancient Persia, and that of Britai~, he possesses crea~ 
ti~e discer~n~ent. Deterred 'by the' scruples ofa strange' 

sup~rstition from navigating at sea, the Persians, n'ever

th~less~ commanded a for~idabl~ ~arine, composed' ~f 

tributary or merc~nary fleets, from Rhodes and Cyprus; 

Tyre "and Sidon: the fi'rst successes of the Maced6nians 

weakened the' influence of' Darius over these naval 

states: The intermediate progress of the invaders ex

cluded him from vicinity, or any other than a precarious 

correspondence, with maritime powers, while he yet 

controlled the greater portion of the continent. 

An intrepid reasoner, determined to establish a pa

rallel between' the victorious Macedonian and B nona .. 

parte, may tread convincing ground, by imitating 

Sh~kspeare's model t. 
'Fluellen. ' I think it is 'in Macedon where Alexan

der is porn: "1 tell y'ou, captain!' if you look into'the 

'* Vol. I. p. 230, line antepenult. p. 251. 

tK. Henry V. act iv. scene 13. 
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maps' of the orld, I warrant that you saIl find, in the 

comparisons between Macedon and ~Ionmouth, tbat the 

situations, look you, is both alike. There is a river in 

Macedon, there is also moreover a river in Monmouth, 

but it is out of my prains what is the name of the other 

river; but it is all one, 'tis as like as my.fingers to my 

fingers, and there is salmons in both. 

In the same manner, any peac~maker, who will in

sist upon agreement between the situations of the French 

emperor and the great Persian king destitute of a fieet, 

may suppress circumstances resisting accommodation, 

and embody coincident shadows. 

'Vhy does Buonaparte, as far as he can.grasp the 

coast of Europe, arrest t~e prow of neutral commerce; 

and influence the governments of maritime countries to 

annihilate the, navigator and merchant? In offering mo~ 

tives for his prohibitions, it is impossible to reason, and 

difficult (0 make two consistent remarks. He may not 

so much expect to deaden one of the sinews of Bri

tain, as to paralyse Russia and other defe~~ed powers. 

Th.ey cannot recruit their strength; while he, by secret 

licenses, may throw such trade as he is constrained to 

.permit, into the ports of countries whence his o~n re,. 

-yellues arise. 

Alexander did not suppress commerce, as the me ... 

dium of more intelligence than he willed should circu

late in vassal states.. He extended the free harbour, 
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and protected the many-Ianguaged exchange; sensible 

that the intercourse of nations wears lingering ferocities 

from tbe emerging Barbarian, and distributes over the 

.habitable world the blcssing~ of humanized life. It 

may be questi~ned, on a. ground which win not affect 

-the character of his. intentions, whether he had traced 

ALL the enlarged and accurately~combined plans latterly 

ascribed to him~ By what revelation did be rise supe

,rior to tpe dar4, and erroneous notions of N earchus *, 
respecting the gulfofArabia and the country SQuth of 

the Isthmus of Suez?' and no perspn who entertained 

them, could project such establishments on the Red 

Sea, as the First and Second Ptolemy effected. Arrian 

has recorded a strange misapprehension of Alexander: 

-When observation was destitute of topical aids, a sa.. 

gacious traveller might ~easure a large portion of the 

earth's surface,without acquiring the true relation of 

the regions visited :-The Macedonian leader, from ob~ 

serving alligators in the Indus, and beans like those pro

duced in'Egypt growing on the banks of the Acesines, 

had announ~cd, in a lett~r to his mother, .that he had 

discovered the sources of the Nile; information which 

he expunged, when the natives, in answer to his inqui

rie~, assured him that the Indus fell into tbe ocean very 

far from Egypt. Perhaps his route, frpm the D~Ita of 

* krian, I~dica, chap. xliii~ 
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the Nile, had appeared to him, having no compass to 

determine the bearings, to sweep nearly in a'circle •• 

The Translator does not recollect, that his Author 

has once prostituted'the epithet" divine" by applying 

it to his hero, or sunk into a;. fulsome competition with 

the Greek sycophants: This might be the place for a 

protest, had not the historian acknowledged the per

plexity of Alexander's' character.' Does a deed :merit 

censure or execration? Curtius' 'has no partiality. Is 

admiration due? His pen, recently so severe, knows no 

antipathy, fluent in applauding great and good actions. 

What will compensate for the destruction of two 

books of the history of Curtius, and for chasms in se

parate chapters? . Not all the essays of all his commen

tators. Other classic writers,whose antiquity is incon

testable, have escaped oblivion by a: slighter interven

tion, as it respects the number of manuscripts preser .. 

ved; but have been more fortunate in retaining, to this 

day', the identity of fame, commemorated by personal 

notices-or, have left works which excite a less poig

nant curiosity respecting the authors ... 

With the two books, and introductory matter, may 

have perished information relating to Curtius,-a dedi

cation, or allusions, which would have fix.ed his contem

.. Arrian, History of Alexander's Expeditionl b. vi. chap. t. 
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porar~~,s. ,In. the pr.ogress of the narrative, he. observes, 

.t~lat Tyre, when he was writing, enjoyed security un

der. the protection of Rome *; and that the different 

bra~ch,es ?f the Macedopian kings had been d~prived of 

their domi~ions by the. Romans t: These notices de

clare. the ,era 'of the author to be subs~quent to the ac

cession of the seco~d Cresar. AI,lOther guide to inquiry.? 

is an allusion to the emperor who was reigning when 

the Jast book was composed: "It is therefore with due 

" gratitude, that the Romanpe~ple ascribe their salva

" tion to their prince; who, on the night whic? we had 

" nearly dated as our last, shone on us a new star. In
" contestably, the rising of this, not of the day t, rea 

" stored light to the ,shadowed world, when ~he divided 

" members of the state were trembling without a head. 

" How many firebrands did he extinguish! how many 

" swords sheathe! what a tempest dissipate by inter.. 

" posed serenity! Hence the reinvigorated empire 

"flourishes. May envy never touch him; may he 

" live through the age; be his house established, hi$ 

" line perpetual II." 

'* B. IV. iv. 19. t B. VIII. vi. Q1. 

t Hujus; non solis. In the rendering offered in the history, no~ 

is treated as a corruption of novi. See another construction of this 

difficult passage in page xiii. infra. On the above, however, the 

Translator is disposed to rely, as sufficiently literal. 

II B. X. ii. 23~ 
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The principal applications made of this by different 

commentators, will be presently stated. Before the 

probability of each can be weighed, the passage 

must be considered in connexion ",ith the incidental 

mention-by Cicero, by Tacitus and Pliny, and by 

Suetonius-of individuals of the name of Curtius. The 

addition, found in most of the older manuscrip~s, of the 

surname " Rufus," claims a share of attention, as well 

the opinion pronounced by classical critics', ,that in pu

rity, elegance, and terseness, the historian's style is 

worthy of the golden age oflatinity. ' 

Cicero, in a letter to his brother Quintus, speaking 

of expected candidates for the consulship, their adhe

rents and opponents, mentions a Quiutus Curtius as a 

young man of integrity and erudition *.-Men do not 

commonly live an hundred years :-the Quintus Cur

tius Rufus ofTacitus and Pliny, is therefore, probably, 

a distinct person from that slightly introduced to us by 

Cicero. Their accounts are the same in effect + : 
" Curtius Rufus, in early life, atteJlded a qmestor into 

"Africa. In the city of Adrumetium, while he was 

" sitting protected, by a portico, from the mid-day 

" sun, the form of a woman, above the Imman size, 

" addressed him: 'You, Rufus! are destined to 

$ Ep. ad Qllintum, III. !2. 


t Tacitus, AnnClls, XI. 21. Plin. Ep. VII. 27. 




x PREFACE. 

" come hereafter into this province with proconsular 

" authority.' Animated, he returned to Rome; 

" and, by interest and active intrigue, obtained the 

" qmcstorship. He afterwards succeeded, against com

" petitors of distinguished rank, in a struggle for the 

" dignity of prret?r, supported by the suffrage of Ti

"berius. Curtius Rufus, said that emperor, blending 

" a .compliment to his favourite candidate ·with an apo

" logy for his mean extraction, seems to be a man 

" sprungfrom himself. At a late period of life, he ob

" tained the consular and triumphal ensigns, and finally 

" went proconsul into Africa, where he finished his 

." days."- In the field of. exhausted research, is 

found a scanty memorial of a third individual, who may 

be the same with tbe historian of Alexander the Great. 

This appears in the memoir left by Suetonius of cele

brated orators *, which time has reduced to·a fragment~ 

In the summary of contents to each MS. intermixed 

with the names of the pleaders or rhetoricians, of whom 

the extant sections transmit particular accounts, are 

enumerated cleven individuals of whom no- trace re

mains in the mutilated book. Quintus Curtius Rufus 

~s the third, M. Fabius Quintilianus the tenth, among 

,. Dc Rhetorcbus. SUETONIUS. The known offices of some of 

his rllCtores shows, that -the term will embrace the public orator 

and the professor of eloqllence. 
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the less fortunate cleven. Whoever this Curtius was, 

Suetonius introduced him into good company; we re

cognise, in one of the earlier characters preserved, that 

Crassus, of whom Cicero said: " I had rather be the 

" author of the single oration of Crassus, in defence of 

" Curius, than be honoured with two Ligurian tri

." umphs*." 

The gratulatory encomium, penned by Curtius for 

the reigning emperor, is applied, by the commentators 

Frisius and_Herwartus, to Augustus; and their opinion, 

I believe, as well as that ofAngelus, identifies the histo

rian with the Quintus Curtius mentioned by Cicero. 

How does the serenity of the passage correspond with 

the state ofRome after the death of Julius Cresar? Au

gustus unsheathed the sword, kindled the torch, and 

excited the tempest, of civil war t. His competitors 

fell, and tranquillity followed his triumph. "Peace, 

". it is true, was soon after established: but what kind of 

" peace! The slaughter of Lollius amI Varus stained 

" it in Germany; and the massacre of the Varros, the 

" Egnatii, and the Julii, made Rome a theatre of 

" blood t." 
"In the judgment of Raderus, Popma, and Perizo

nius,-theemperor alluded to, is· Tiberius; and the 

• Brutus. t Le Tellier's Priface to his edition of Curtip!. 

~ Murphy's Tacitus, Annals, I. 10. 



xii PREFACE. 

African proconsul of Tacitus is one person with the ora

·tor of Su~tonius and our historian. But the circum

stances leading to the accession of Tiberius, form a 

picture of repose*._ There was no storm, or darkness, 

to be dissipated by the new sovereign as by a rising 

sun. N or, to cite a stricture of the learned Casatibon, 

docs the historian appear to have any thing in common 

with the proconsul. 

Before noticing how fully circumstances attending 

the e~peror Claudius coincide with the citation from 

Curtius, let us survey the grounds upon which 'co~

jecture has resorted to V cspasian and Trajan. Con~ 

neeted with the subject is a minute question respecting 

.the import of the word" night :"-Does not, however, 

the subjoined phrase, " which we had nearly dated a!§ 

" our last," decide it to be literal; for conceive it to 

be a figure for" a time of calamity," and the congra

tulation becomes absurd, as the Roman people would 

not be desirous of a second metaphoric night. On the 

contrary, a gn;at perplexity is found in another part of 

the passage, if it be not figu,rative 1 and the COQ1menta. 

tors Rutgersius and Loccenius, are embarrassed byap;. 

plying the word" star," literally, to one of the celes

tial bodies. For this servile construction, they com!" 

pensate by a violent iml)lication, proceeding to read: 

" Tacitus, Annals, I. 11-13. 
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,,- Incontestably; the rising of this [ moon], not of the 

"sun, restored light-to the shadowed world." The 

new star is not a trope for the prince unexpectedly in

stalled" but is the moon suddenly rising, during a noc .. 

turnal engagement, fought near Cremona, between the 

armies of Vespasian and Vitellius. "While the bat .. 

" tle remained doubtful, the night being far advanc'ed, 

" the moon rose, and illuminated the surface of things, 

" with partial advantage to Vespasian's army. The 

" light, shining. at the back of their lines, projected 

" from the men and horses such long shadows, that the 

" Vitellians, deceived by appearances, aimed at the 

" wrong object: their darts, consequently, fell short:

" but the moon.beams, playing on the front of the Vi

" teHians, exposed their bodies to the full view of their 

" adversaries *." Vossius and Freinshemius concur in 

discovering, in Curtius; a retrospect to the accession of 

Vespasian; but these give the" new star" an unforced 

relatio.n, as a figure for the emp~ror intended. Almost 

every feature in the history of Vespa sian, must increase 

the surprise which the suggestion of the four last-named 

. commentators, however modified, is calculated to excite. 

He' did not gain the victory in person; his elevation to 

the throne opcurred at a time long subsequent, and the 

barbarities and horrors. of intestine war deformed the 

turbulent interval. 

. t!1 Tacitus, Histor. III. ~S. 
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Nearly the same considerations which have ex.. 

eluded Tiberius, apply to Trajan, with these additional 

objections, tbat the latter emperor was destitute of off.. 

spring, and that in his reign, Latin composition had 

descended far in its decline. The silence of Quintilian 

respecting Curtius has been the solitary inducement, 

with one or two critics, in defiance of outnumbering 

reasons, to postpone the era of the historian to the reign 

of Trajan. Tlw silence of Quintilian respecting the 

elegant historian VeUeius Paterculus, who is known 

to have lived u~der Tiberius, proves that his silence 

respecting C urtius should have no inB uence whatever 

against a train of circumstantial deductions. 

I t appears, from the narrati ve of Josephus *, tbat 

the single night which passed between the assassination 

ofCaligula by conspirators and the unpremeditated ele

vation. of Claudius, was an interval of hasty debate, 

110stile defiance, confusion, and terror; during which, 

the senate, and the opposed members of the state, were 

trembling without a head. Had the nobles who asserted 

ri val pretensions to the throne, and the desperate factions 

who impatiently aimed to abolish tbe imperial govern. 

ment, come to the promiscuous conflict which was im

pending, embrued Rome had been sternly desolated. 

Again; after Claudius was saluted emperor, when the 

soldiers supporting him prepared, with uplifted weapons; 

• .Antiquities, eh. xix. 3, 4. 
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to kill the consul Quintus Pomponius, because he had 

exhorted the senate to recover their liberty, Claudius, 

interposing, snatched the consul out of peril, and 

seated him at his side. How many firebrands did the 

,new sovereign extinguish, how many swords sheathe, 

what a tempest dissipate, by this moderation! To the 

senate, this eventful night had nearly proved the last, 

and the influence of Claudius alone prevented the mem

bers, making a late submission, from falling victims to 

the enraged army. 

The merit of thus appropriating the cited passage, 

belongs chiefly to the commentators, Lipsius, Brisso

nius, and Le Tellier. When the historian of Alexan

der the Great is admitted a contemporary of Claudius, 

an identity may be inferred between him and the Q. Cur

tius Rufus of Suetonius. The order, in the biogra

. phic fragment of illustrious orators, is that of time; 

and it has been gleaned from another source, that M. 

Port ius Latro, whose name is second in the bare list of 

names, died of a quartan ague in the fortieth year of 

Augustus: thence to the accession of Claudius inter

vened thirty years :-The orator or rhetorician Curti us, 

Who follows Latro, whether as a junior contemporary, 

or as belonging to the next generation, may reasonably 

"be supposed to have lived till the beginning of the reign 

of Cla~dius. This conclusion has the sanction of Ca

saubon, and in full unison with a recommendation, by 
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Erasmus, of the history of Curtius, as a repertory of 

formulas of eloquence not to be found in Cicero. 

A separation of the remaining subjects of this long 

Preface, will enable the reader to act according to his 

view of their importance. 

SILENCE OF ANCIENT AUTHons RESPECTING THE 

HISTORY WRITTEN BY CURTIUS, .CONJECTUUALLY 

EXPLAINED. 

"\:Vas the history suppressed, by an act of the Senate, 

because the first two books contained offensive political 

reflections? That which in the shape of information 

had been credible, may deserve to be mentioned among 

conjectures. But inquiry flies to other mere probabi

lities. How woul~ the moral independence with which 

Curtius writes, be received in. the court of the Cresars ? 

The private character of Claudius is as little stained as 

that of any of the pagan emperors except Ant(;mine: 

but the almost Christian rectitude * which condemns the 

degeneracies of Alexander, must 'have displeased -Nero 

and many of his successors. Anecdotes related by Sue

tonius, attest, that at Rome, the temple of fame 'was not 

far distant from the cave ,of oblivion :-Caligula per.. 

mitted the histori~al writings of Titus Lubienus, Conlus 

:if Romans, ii. 14. 



PREFACE. :'tvii 

Cremutius~ and Cassius SeveriIs, which had b,een pro.. 

icribed by the Senate, to be universally circulated; and 

afterwards the august critic was preparing to banish the 

works of Virgil and Livy from public and private libra

ries: Domitian condemned to death H ermogenes of 

Tarsus for oblique reflections in his history, and cruci

fied the clerks who had transcribed it *. 
I shall now endeavour impartially to collect facts op

posing, and facts countenancing, another conjecture, that 

the history written by Curtius was suppressed, through 

a political jealousy of Alexander's fame, connected 

with a creed, useful in the legions, that Rpman tri

umphs were greater than other triumphs. Augustus 

spared Alexandria, from veneration for its founder: de

posited flowers and a golden crown on his sarcophagus: 

and, in the middle-part of his reign, 'used a seal with 

the head of Alexander. The whimsical despot Caligula 

sometimes wore his breastplate: Nero, whose conduct 

is £1.r less a criterion of state policy, named a new Ita

lian legion the phalanx of Alexander t. From Nero's 

reign to Trajan's I do not know that any expression in 

honour of the Macedonian escaped any of the emperors. 

F or the most part the Roman classics are not liberal to 

• In Caligu1. c. 16, 34. In Domit. c. 10. 

,t Dion CU5sius, 1. 51. Suetonius, in C. A.ugust. c. 18,50. Idem, 

in Caligul. c. 52. Idem, in Neron. c. 19. 

b 
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the ancient fame of subdued tributaries. 'Vhen Cur

tius wrote, the servitude of Macedon, Syria, and Egypt, 

was growing mature,-but a government entrenched in 

jealous maxims might see, in a LATIN history of Alex

ander, an innovation calculated to awaken the national 

ambition of those provinces; an adoption from " Ly

ing Greek Fable," which would restore it to credit and 

lustre. The imperial legions had suffered severe de

feats from the Parthians: and although the latter had, 

early, seized tlie divided Greek kingdom of Bactriima, 

and bad driven the later Seleucidre over the Euphrates, 

yet their military successes might be regarded as flow

ing from Macedonian institutions not altogether ceasing 

to operate in the East. That, in'the Roman school of 

politics, these subjects had some connexion, appears 

from Livy* :-In a digression to prove, that his coun

try, in the time of Alexander, possessed a band of mili

tary commanders, of whom anyone was equal to that 

conqueror in genius, in resources, in intrepidity, and 

superior in some qualities ofa leader,-Livy complains, 

that the silliest of the Greeks are fond of exalting the 

reputation even of the Parthians, at the expense of the 

Roman name. Parthian coins ,attest, tbat there was a 

bond of good-will and mutual estimation between the 

Parthians and the Greeks t. Horace immortalizes the 

~ Lib. IX. 17, 18. t Pinkerton, on ~[edals) vol. ii. 



PREFACE. 	 xix 

extravagance of Parthian fiction, to discredit their vic

tories or claims of dominion '*. If, within four centuries 

of the present time, a prince of Irak bore the name 

Askander,-eighteen centuries ago the Parthian sove

reigns might affect to be successors of the Macedonian. 

-Time abated all jealousy of Alexander's fame. Tra

jan, after subduing the Parthians, professed a consistent 

admiration of Alexander, and was restraineq only by his 

advanced age from emulating him in the conquest of 

India t: In the following reign, Arrian wrote his Expe

dition of Alexander under the auspices of Hadrian ; 

and the emperor expended his heroic fire in an Alexan

dreid, which has perished. The l\tlacedonian coins, 

struck under the Roman government, perpetuate ves

tiges of invidious policy and subsequent generosity. 

Early specimens correspond with the partition of Mace

don into four districts 1:: The conquering state honoured 

its own greatness, when the vanquished were permitted 

to impress on their coins and funeral medals-the Tam

ing of Buceplzalus; the Encounter with the chased 

Lion; the Head of Alexander radiated; and other me

morials ()ftheir ancient king. Eckhel, on strong grounds, 

contends, that the Macedonian coins under the Roman 

government, first received these devices during the op

* Ep. II. 1, 1. 11Q. t Vincent after Xiphilinus. 

! 	Doctrina 1l1l1norum 'tJcterum, vol. ii. p. 63. 


b2 
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portunity given when Caracalla was styling Alexander 

the Eastern Augustus; affecting to be himself another 

Alexander, and multiplying medals and monuments of 

ambitious insanity *. Pellerine had supposed that per

mission to strike these coins was deliberately granted to 

the Macedonian community by the enlightened Alex

ander Severus. Meanwhile, the work of ~urtius, if it 

llad been politically buried, could not burst into day as 

soon as its appearance' would be tolerated. 

'if Ibid, p. 111. The date " €Oc" which a few specimens 

bear, is an uncertain guide, because it cannot be decided from 

what epoch the year 215 should be re~koned. To make it -coincide 

\vith any part of the reign of Caracalla or Alexander Severus, is to 

~ssume a beginning for the series when nothing occurred that could 

be an epoch to the l\Iacedonians. As ~ stranger to antiquarian stu

dies; I hesitate to point out the year A. C. 167, as the epoch: at 

'which time the Romans, while they provided for the pr(}vincial sub

servience of Macedon, declared it an independent commonwealth, 

The 215th anniversary of this new settlement' of the state, corre

sponds with the tenth year of Trajall. In comparing the workman

ship of imperial coins under Trajan with that of Macedoniaii coins 

with the date " eoc," I am not aware of any error in c~nsidering, 

that, up' to an era later than Trajan's, the workmanship of Greek 

coins, struck at the same time with Roman, would be superior; and 

that as artists were attracted from Greece to Rome by the more li

beral means of r~muneration, the execution would here improve, 

and th~re decline, till the ratio of superiority became inverted. My 

most handsome acknowledgments are due to Mr. Edgar, who po
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'rher~ is a distinct cause, sufficient to entomb a rna· 

nuscript for years or for ages-posthumous publication 

unduly postponed, or not performed by the parties to 

whom it was confided. To this Dr. Bentley attributes 

the long dormancy of the astronomical poem of Mani. 

lius. The accurate History, by Babour, of his own 

life an.d actions, remained in obscurity till the middle 

of the reign of his grandson Acbur* . The papers left 

in the closet of Peiresc supplied his heirs with a whole 

~vinter's fuel; and many of the labours of the learned 

Bishop Lloyd were consumed in the kitchen of his· de

scendants. The history, by Swift, of the last years of 

Queen Ann, had perished through the negligence of 

his executors, had not a straggling manuscript fallen 

into active hands t. 

EARLIEST NOTIC.E OF CURTIUS--ANCIENT MANU

SCRIPTS. 

Petrus Blresensis, writing about 1150, notices, that 

CUTtiUS was then used in the schools. In the same cen

tury, was composed the Alexandreid of Gualterus. 

litely lent me a scarce coin from his collection; and I bclie·re I may 
I 

say that this suggestion is sanctioned by his eoncurrence. 

"* Davy's Letter on the authenticity of tlle Institutes ~f Timour. 

t liller, No. 05. 
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Helga, wllich is a versification of the history transmitted 

by Curtius, even to the adoption of his words. The re

surrection of Curtius from the dust of a library must 

have taken place at least as far back as the year 900, 

because in 1702, according to tbe testimony of Montfau

con, the Colbertine manuscript was above eight hun

dred years old. Perhaps this, and the manuscript in 

the collection of the Medici, adjudged by Lucas Holste

nius, in the preceding century, to be seven bundred 

years old, with a few other venerable time-worn relicks, 

are transcripts of a mutilated original. 

SUPPLEMENT BY FREINSHEMIUS. 

Tbe attempt of Brunus to fill up the chasms in the 

history, bas been superseded by the masterly compila

tion of ~ohn Freinshem, better known by the Iati

nized name Freinshemius. A native of VIm, the latter 

died in 1660, aged about fifty-two. Among his well

received labours are to be recounted--Notes on Flo

rus; Supplements to Livy; Notes, and Supplements, 

to Tacitus. H is commentary on Curtius maintains an 

eminent character; and his supplement has so far satis

fied critical judges, by its elegance and erudition, by 

the appropriate connection of the first two books, and 
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happy intervention of small sections in the fifth, sixth, 

and tent1), as to gain admission into the Latin editions 

of subsequent commentators; and it has been followed 

as an authentic basis by translators. Thus we are intro

duced to the middle and end of Alexander's life and ac

tions, by a luminous beginning. As, however, the ex

tant books of C urtius transmit full and interesting details 

not to be found clsewhere,-the liberal derivation from 

other sources, substituted for what is lost, is a subject 

of consolation, not of congratulation. 

In the introduction, Freinshemius, among reflec

tions for Curtius finely imagined, adopts a sentiment 

from the Preface of Arrian, that Ptolemy, because he 

was a king, and had survived Alexander, was free from 

inducements to misrepresentation. A word dropped 

by Curtius*, would lead us to expect, in the enumeration 

of original authorities, a more discriminating and quali

fied tribute to Ptolemy. The first Greek king of 

Egypt. was interested in justifying the division of the 

Macedonian empire, and, as far as we collect from Ar.. 

rian, omitted to record the gift of the signet to Perdic .. 

cas. This consideration probably weighed with Cur

tius, when he deliberately adopted a different account. 

'* Translation, vol. ii. p. 335. 
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FORl\IER ENGLISH, TRANSI,ATIONS--THE PRESENT 

TRANSLATION. 

There have been four translations of Cm"tius in En

'glish. The first, by Robert Brende: was printed at 

London, quarto, 1553, 1561; octavo, '1570; quarto, 

1584, 1592; 1614. The next version, by Robert Cod

'ring-ton, had three editions:' London, quarto, 1652; 

duodecimo, 1670, 1675. The third English Curtius 

was the work of severai hands; with an epistle to queen 

Mary, by Nahum Tate, being a comparison of some of 

the actions of king William with those of Alexander 

the Great: octavo, London, 1690. The translation by 

JohnDigby, 2 vols. duodecimo, London, 1714, 1726, 

was revised, 1747, by the Reverend 'Villiam Young. 

Superior to its predecessors, the last is not so in pro

portion to the advantages of a more cultivated age, ei

ther in a patient cqnsultation of difficult passages in the 

'Latin, or in tbe style of the English. It creates some 

geographical errors, and unintelligible descriptions, by 
misconstruction; and slurs over such as belong to the 

original, without censure, apology, or explanation. A 

few specimens will justify an attempt at a new transla

tion. Each quotation is from Young's Digby: the re

ference is to the parallel passage in the following vo

lumes. 
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1. " The bacl~ of the mountain where the sea pl°es,

" ses in farthest, has three very narrow passes, by one 

" ofwhicb you enter"Cilicia." vol. i. p.291, 1. 4. 

" That which is adored for a god~ has not the same 

" "forin under which "artificers' use to represent the 

" gods;' it very much resembles a navel, being com

" posed of emeralds and other gems." i. 396, 1. 11. 

" By reason of the decli-city ofthe mountains toward 

" the plain, there was a great gulf." ii. 27, 1. 22. 

" The satrap gave 'hini ,also the third, whom the 

" king offered to leave behind, and made a sumptuous 

" entertainment for him, with all the magnificence the 

" Barbarians arc capable of." ii. 236. 1. 26. 

" About three of the, clocf', the tide, according to 

" its ordinary course." ii. 358,1. penult. 

II. " Thymodes, Melltor's son, was a brisk young 

" man." i. 282, 1. penult. 

" And that he might not do an ill thing, he was re

" solved to marry her lawfully, ii. 238, 1. 2. 

" The death ofthis man IJrocured Alexander more ill 

" will than tlult of any other, by reason he was a man of 

" probity and learning, amllmd persuaded him to live, 

" when (baving killed Clitus) he had resolved to" die. " 

ii. 259, 1. 17. 

" Nobody in the least doubted but what he said 

" 	 was right." ii. 418, 1. 6. 

These examples may suffice. 
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The speeches of Python and Demosthenes, introdu

ced into the Supplement by Freinshemius, are not extant 

in any ancient author in tbe first person; but are 

founded on incidental notices in Plutarch, Livy, and 

Justin, and on hints given by the Athenian orator him

self in subsequent orations. I have ventured slightly 

to amplify them, and to add the paragraph with which 

the speech of Demosthenes concludes. As the prepara

tory sketch of Philip's relations with the Grecian states, 

also in the first book, consisted of little more tban pro

per-names, I have filled up the outline. In the Sup

plement, the few authorities in the margin, mark addi

tions by the translator; where the margin is vacant, 

Freinshemius is the authority. Throughout the books 

of Curtius, the version is a closer companion to the 

original; and tbe competition between tlle two lan

guages, unequal as it must be, is strenuously main

tained. 

I have to ask pardon for two or three unusual inver

sions, not meant to possess the smooth tinkling of a dy

ing paragrapb, but to disturb the gentle reader in the 

midst of a flow of monotony, and relieve him by sea

sonable ruggedness. Against inexorabl.c critics, I can 

plead ancient license for an opposite sacrifice to variety 

of cadence, the deliberate retention of morsels of verse 

accidentally escaping in composition; three feet of sap

phic, and less .than an epic line, caIlD:ot deserve a se



PREFACE. xxvii 

vere fulmination. I must bespeak absolution, too, for 

using the word " transcend" in a sense correlative 

with " ascend" and " descend." The consciousness 

that I have detected and avoided some slight alloy of 

error, in a variety of works connected with the illustra

tion of Curtins, prevents me from hoping that care has 

preserved me from mistakes. The notes show my 

great obligations to previous commentators, and to some 

recen,t English writers. ' 

VINDICATION OF CURTIUS. 

The admirers of the historian are not uniformly just 

to other ancient classics: Cardinal Perron declared, 

that one page of his work was wortl] thirty of Tacitus. 

This extravagance is matched by Le Clerc, and surpas

sed by Roolw, in favour of Arrian. As the Judgment 

pronounced against Curtius by the learned Le Clerc, , 
lIaS been prefixed by Rooke to bis translation of Ar

. rian, and reinforced by satirical notes partaking of the 

pleasant manner in which Dennis rallies Addison, the 

information and the can dour of both writers,will be con

sidered together. The great Geneva linguist wrote in 

an age, which, in respect to the geography of Asia, 

cannot be styled by courtesy half-enlightened: yet 



. xxviii PREFACE . 

Curtius is condemned wherever the historian's descrip

tions do not coincide wiih the critic's knowledge. 

1. Entertaining'the notio'n, tliat the heat or cold of 

'a climate is to be estimated by the parallel of latitude, 

Le Clerc cannot believe that the Macedonians found the 

11eights of the Panipamlsadre as cold as Curtius repre

sents; and he securely. ridicules the oppressive heat. 

encountered in the desart on the hither border of Sogdi

ana, because this is farther North. But Niebuhr, iR 

Arabia, and Parsons, in Syria, have experienced, in the 

same day, transitions analagous to diversity of season, 

by ascending from low-lands to elevated ridges: In the 

island of Ceylon, a chain of mountains separate~ oppo

site climates: and at cape Gardefan on the coast of 

Africa, the navigator passes' from summer to winter in 

an instant. 

2. Le Clerc tortures with the same eager severity 

the account, found in more than one passage of Curtius, 

of an imperfect degree of day-light arising from gelid 

mist or steaming vapour: He confutes an erroneous 

cause, falsely stated to be assigned by Curtius.-A 

phenomenon brought into notice by a late traveller, 

might contribute t~ the effect. He informs us *, that 

from the beginning of March to the end of May, a wind 

'* Travels in Asia and Africa, by Abraham Parsons, Esq. Consul 

at Scnnderoon, p. 189. 
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from the N. W. usually'prevails in the' Persian gulf; 

duringwhi~h a dry mist obscures the lustre of the sun.' 

This mist 'is occasioned by that wind· blowing rapidly 

over the desatts of Arabia for so great a length ,of time' 

as to raise up and drive before it great quantities of 

sand, the ,minute particles of which are imperceptible 

to the n'aked eye.' On the cabin-furniture,' the dust 

every morning lay so thick, that it was usual to draw 

upon it devices with the finger. This is the more'sur

prising, as tl,lC nearest part of the opposite Arabian coast 

is distant thirty leagues from Busheer. On land, it 

would hardly have been suspected, and could not have 

been ascertained, that the atmospheric light could be 

partly obscured by a volatile medium conveyed from 

an arid' country equally distant. 

S., Le Clerc argues, like a mere scholar, against the 

striking description given by Curtius of the violent bore 

in the Indus; and he consistently, affirms, that the tide 

on the Indian coast is but SMALL. 

4. The Genevan critic condemns every exercise, by 

Greek or Barbarian, ofthe organs of speech, as an im

probable declamation; as if the business oftlle'world 

could proceed without conversation or debate. The 

speech of the Scythians is the object of his unfortunate 

sclection.:...-Dr. Gillies has * candidly testified, that this 

.. History ifGreece, ch. x~XYiii. note (62). 
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speech is' sufficiently consonant to the manners of bar

barous nations; subjoining, that Le Clerc speaks with 

equal ignorance and severity, when, in arraigning tbe 

fidelity of Curtius, he says, " Even the Scytbians, to

" tally destitute of literature, come equipped with rhe

". torical tropes. "-Rooke, instead of giving credit to 

the Latin historian of Alexander, for interesting particu

lars, deficient in Arrian, of the accusation and defence 

of Philotas, invidiously observes *: "He has given us 

" the several questions and answers, replies and rejoin

" ders, with so much nicety, that one would almost 

" swear he had been fee'd for counsel on one side or 

" the other; though, after all, I much doubt whether 

" the greater part of what he has advanced upon that 

" head be not fiction." Gratuitous and candid! If the 

reader should wish to inquire, whether we owe the 

speeches transmitted by ancient historians to the me

mory of the auditors, or to written reports of public 

clerks or private secretaries, a passage in Arrian, on 

the di-vision of the empire, as preserved by Photius, 

will authorize the conclusion, that arranged facilities fa

voured the latter practice. During the insurrection of 

the soldiers against Antipater, related in the Narrative 

following the Translation of Curtills, Euridice, thewife 

of Philip Aridffius, made an oration against Antipater, 

II Translation of Arrian, vol. i. p. 197, note. 
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which (so the abridgment of Photius adds) Asclepiodo

rus the official writer took care to record. Now, if an 

unexpected speech, delivered in a turbulent scene, 

could be taken down,-there is n~ difficulty in believing 

minutes to have been made of the conferences held witli 

ambassadors, the proceedings of a council, the plead .. 

ings before a tribunal. 

5. Le Clerc inveighs against the historian's prac

tice of transmitting remarkable localities attending ri

vers, some of which happen to be picturesque, as a 

vein of useless ornament. The drawing which Curtius 

has penciled of a section of the Hydaspes, has assisted 

Dr. Vincent * to fix the place wIlere Alexander passed 

the river ; and from many such impertinent pieces of 

scenery, information has been extracted for the map 

which accompanies tbis work. 

6. There is 'scarcely an animadversion of Le Clerc 

entirely just and accurate in its rise and conduct; when 

happiest, he overcharges those errors, which other cri

tics candidly notice to prevent them from misleading 

the reader. In other places, Curtius is justified by 

translating him differently. 

7. Rooke takes more pains to asperse Curtius than 

to explain Arriall. In this spirit he comments: [vol. i. 

189, note 1. ] "Curtius then goes to work to de

~ Neal'chus, Qd edit. p. 1Q6. 
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" scribe the' Caspian sea, and gives ns the opinions of 

" several; . concerning it, which are all, now, well 

" known to be fitlse."-The information, in Curtius, 

[Translation, vol. ii. p. 88,J that a strong north

wind brings an extensive local inundation from the Cas

pian sea, and that a south-wind sweeps the inundation 

back, is not found in Arrian or any othe\'" ancient au

thor: but this striking topographical notice is confirmed 

by modern accounts. 

8. vVhere,. in the battle with Porus, Curtius repre

sents the Indian archers to have he en incommoded by 

the slippery state .of the ground,-Rooke mar~s it 

among his important objections, because Arrian (book v.· 

ch. 15.] describes the place where the Indian army, 

was drawn up, as firm and sandy: but it is evident, 

from the beginning of that chapter in Arrian, that the 

field was interrupted and surrounded with slimy tracts. 

9. In passages, where Curtius cannot be reconciled 

with Arrian, which are less numerous than Rooke sup

poses, I protest against the assumption that Curtius is 

necessarily inaccurate, for the following reasons :-b.e

cause Arrian sometimes gives distinct versions of the 

same transaction, ullcertain which original authority to 

prefer ;-and because, in various places, where he 

gives but one account, he has evidently not discrimi

nated so well as Curtius, who gives a different: In 

Arrian, for instance, the eldest daughter of Darius is 
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named Barsine; confounded with the mot1ler of prilice 

Hercules ~ the imperial city of Persepolis is lost in the 

narrative, confounded with Passargada; the Dahre are 

placed beyond the Tanais; or Jaxartes; the Chorasmii 

are removed to the vicinity of Colchis and the Ama

zons, on the botder of the Euxine; . and the Indian 

ocean is spoken of as communicating with the Hyrca

nian sea. The last error is comparatively small; be

cause it is not an error in the detail of transactions, but 

an opinion which might lmve been ingenious, thgugh 

time has proved it to be false. 

10. Curtius has to complain that later writers are 

not uniformly candid, in proportion to their information. 

The elegant historian) Dr. Gillies~ thus adverts to the 

beautiful sketch of the Cydnus, which Le Clerc had re

luctantly admitted to be in place: "From his laboured 

" description of this river, it seems as if he iinagined 

" tTzat water must. have possessed very extraordinary 

" qualities, which proved hurtful to Alexander." Cur. 

tius ascribes to it no morbid property; nevertheless, 

there are streams morbidly cold. Reinegg, having de. 

scribed the source of the Euphrates in the mountains of 

Armenia Major, to rise from innumerable holes, in a 

blackish kind of rock, says: "The water. near the 

" springs is so intensely cold, that neither man nor cat

" tie can drink it: three minutes suffice to kill birds 

" plunged in it up to the neck: I immersed my hand 

c 
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" for n",e minutes; and, after suffering. inexpressible: 

" pain, couldsc~rcely restore it to ~tsdn~~warmtll 

" in twenty-foll.)." hali's ~dt. Iriia subsequenj ll?te1"Dr., 
Gillies ·terms the sea..Nf<:>rm'; CllcountereU at th.e siligu'~bf 

Tyrc' an·inia.ginarY storm. What is there incredible in 

such ab btbli!eilt? ; Is the picturesque inconsistent with: 

nature; or has Arrian omitted no matters of fact? 

11. The report, by the Carthagmian ambassadors 

to the Tyrians, of an expedition from Sicily against 

Cartltage contemporary with the siege of Tyre, i~ no.. 

ticed in the commentary to the following translation of 

Curtius, as an apparent error; but is. it certain, that 

every momentous occurrence in the history of Carthage 

-and Sicily is transmitted 	by ancient writers lIt ap~ 

pears from the Adulitick ~nscription,.thatPtoreniy Ever"; 

getes. ,had ncarly:CcinqucrecJ the 'whble 'euipir~ oftha 

Seleucidre in Asia,' and that he subdued tbe kip'gdorb df 

Abyssinia in Africa; two historical facts of considerable 

importance; and yet his success in. Asia is only glanced 

at in a'single sentence cited out ofPolynams by Bayer, 

Bactria" p" 61; and the conquest of Abyssinia is ini .. 

parted to us 'by the marble alonc}. 

12. I scruple to trc'at a geograpbical error in tho 

te&'t a~.ai corruption ofthe copies -: ~butdt may.be:ud-' 

• ,Prefru:e.to 'Vilkinso!is Translation of Reinegg'sCallcaslls.

't Vin~ent's Periplus,~d, edit. p. 531. 

http:Prefru:e.to
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111ittcreto rtJ'e a just canon of criticism, th~t (when a dif .. > 

ferent'part ofthe history proves the author to l1ave-been 

siIperior to the error, a corruption in tlie copy may be 

supposed. 

In book vii. elI. iii. 12, the Caspian sea is men

tioned; and then the Hyrca?-ian, as a distinct sea :-":"In 

book vi. ch. iv. 9, Caspian and Hyrcanian had been 

properly stated as names of the same sea; . and in the 

section which contains the corrupted passage, the sea, 

which washes Cilicia is noticed a few lines previously;' 

to read, therefore, instead of II..1Jrcanian, where a sea 

distinct froni. the Caspian must be understood, Cilician 

or Mediterranean, is· to correct the transcribers of the 

manuscripts'bytlre' knowlet;lge which Curtins evidently 

possessed. 

IIi book vii: ch. iii. 9, 'the territory of the A1'aebo.. 

sians, according to the Latin copies, is represented to 

extend tothe Pontic sea :-1 feel more confidence, than 

I had while writing the note, that the word which 

Ponticzem has supplanted, is lndicum.· In the next 

section, Curtius states, that the southern district of the' 

Parapamisadre' slopes toward the Indian sea; and, in 

book bL cll. vii. 23, he records, that two tribes seated 

on the rivet Indus paid tribute to the Arachosians. 

13. Something relating to the character of the his .. 

torian 11us mixed itself with every department of the 

preface. As Rapin, negligent of elegance, is celebra.~ 

c2 
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ted for the impartiality of his historical 'writings, his 

simple testimony tothe impartiality which Curtius unites 

with elegance, has superior weight. "For historical 

" honesty, Q. Curtins deserves high commendation ~ 

" he relates tbe bad, as well as the good, actions of 

" Alexander* ." 
Lipsius pronoullces Curtius an un corrupt and, legi

timate historian, if such ever wrote; and commends the 

grace of his narrative.. Who better than Erasmus,-can 

judge of terseness and elegance? I had translated' ex

tracts from the numerous learned encomiasts ofCurtius : 

but withdraw them, because they have a mixed relation 

to qualities which must be impaired in a translati?n. I 

retain the following testimony to his power of entertain

ment. 

Alphonsus, king of Naples, was confined by indis~ 

position at Capua; amI while everyone was devising 

amusements and attentiolls to ,relieve the royal patient, 

-summoned from Gaieta, I flew to his presence, carry ... 

ing with me my juleps and catholicons, that is to say,. 

such books as I knew would give him most pleasure to

hear read, hoping to apply tbem under favourable in

dications, as the doctors say; among these, I adminis

tered Quintus Curtius. PANOR111TA, in facetiis Ai... 

phonsi Regis. 

~ ReJlect.in IIist. s. Q8~ 

http:ReJlect.in
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RESEARCH into ancient authorities, and application for new 
information, have been exerted to collect materials for this 
geographical sketch; in which will be observed deviations from 

former maps, both as to points which have been ascertained, 
and points which remain doubtful. lowe some important li
luits and stations, newly determined, to the unexampled liberal
ity of Mr. Arrowsmith. 

Even in the best maps, the shape and position of the Cas

pian sea have varied to a perplexing degree, through the 
want of accurate observations. About two years ago, a new 
survey of that sea was ordered by the Russian government, 
upon which a hundred-sheet~map has been constructed. Not 

having access to this authority, or any draught founded upon 
it, I paused; unwilling to give the public an outline, avowedly 
uncertain and defective, of a coast which affe.cts the extent, 
and relative position, of several capital provinces in the 
empire of ancient Persia. I made a request, for which 
an ardent desire to illustrate a chapter of ancient history is my 
sole apology. The Public will learn, with expectation, that 
Mr. Arrowsmith is preparing a new map of Persia. This com
prises the Caspiall laid down from the Russian chart, with 
points of latitude recalculated. Although unknown to this 
gentleman, as soon as I had explaineJ to him, that I was 
translating Curtius, and sketching a map of Alexander's con
quests, he politely showed me his map of Persia, unpublished, 
~nd but in progress. On inspecting it, I was confirmed ill 
thinking, that a correct Caspian, introduced into a map with 

ancient names, would be a valuable contribution to classic sci

ence. When I requested permission to copy it on ,the reduced 
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scale of my own map, I stated, that I possessed neither distinc .. 

tion nor in!lut:l!cej anq that it was very uncerta:~n,' whether it 

lVoul~, ever be in my power to make such a return for an un

common favour as the liberal may exehange with the liberal. 

Mr. Arrowsmith lent me facilities for copying it at his reii .. 
dence, and treated me, as a friend~ 

From the same authority, I derived the positions of Bac... 

tra (the modern Balk), of Maracanda (Samarcalld), and of 

,Cogend (whether this be Alexandria or Cyropolis); tIle 

courses of the river& Ochus, Oxus, and Jaxartcs; the lower 

part of the.Indus; the coast of the Delta of the Indus, of Ged

rosia, and of the neck of tbe PerlSial! gulf; the salt lake in 

Parthia, and the fresh-water lake in Drangiana. As the mOUll

tains 'were no~ tJlen inserted in Mr. Arrowsmith's map, he gav~ 
Jne the Jatitttde _a~d longitude of the Caspian streits. 

Although frolll the pr~jection used, distances on the map 
will mca~ure, in eye,ry directi~n, nearly as.on a globe; yet they 

will, ingen,eral, be,materially shor~er than road, distances, in varJ

jl1g'propor~ion~., on,account of the constant c~rv~hp:e caused by 

marshes, ,hills" and pther local Qbstacles, whith turn the tra

veller. 1n mo.u~tainous countries, besi~es a,yen gr,e~t lateral 

curvature~ thfre is a recurring cunatnre up apd down, which 

cannot be expressed on any map, far less cap it be measured. 

The distance from Aleppo to Bagdad, acc~)f(jing to a journal 

of Parsons, js 900 miles; the distance is but 500, on the map~ 

embracing. every great curvature. This foute, with .other 

routes of modern travellers, Was merely pencilled to obtain a 

principle, and effaced as having nothing to do with Alexander's 

campaigns. I consider the Macedonian engin~e.t:S to have used 

the OIYJIlpiac stadium of94k:toises; but in setting down the 

extreme points of a course of stadia, I regard every stadium 

of direct distance as measured by a flexile rod kept bent by 
~ string,-frequently as short as: 51 toises, the stadium whic4 

p'Anvillesupposes~o bave been emrlo~ed; sometimes relaxc<l 
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to two;:.thirds of its direct Jength; and rarely, for small inter· 
vals~, applied in its full eKtent, ~pr qu~te.str~it. 
. Properly 'speaking, every. ·place not visited by Alexa~der is 

out of the map; yet, on account of their·influ~l}~e on interior 
positions, J lJave equally endeavoured tQ insert th~ s~rround
jng. poollts ·~orrectl~. The great chain betwee.ll the Euxin~ .an~ 
the Caspian is tegulated by the large and· luminously particular 
map in Wilkinson's Translation.of Reinegg's Caucasus;' and 
the German traveller's' opinion respecting the extent of Hyr
cania' is ·in part adopted., . It is decided, tha.t the Taurus and the 
.(!aucasus approac~, but ar~ not connected. "The branch, from 
" Caucasus~ shooting S~ S. E., winds at Jast southward: . but~ 
" before reachingjthe'.banks of the Cyrus, is lost in. the fer
f' tilt! plai~ pyncient.Albania. Thus, then, the ·mountains of 
HPersia can 111 no way be regarde4 'as. a continuation of the 
" primitive chain of Caucasus. They received their origin 
" probably from· tbe Mossian and Coraxian branches: but I 
" do' not know,"observes;Dr. Reinegg, " that ridges separ
"ated by plains more than one hundred versts [say twenty 
" miles] hroad, can be reckoned as a continuation of primi. 
" tive mountains·." 

The corrected latitude given to Sinope, is derived from a 
note in Rennell's Geography of Herodotus: in the situation of 
·the Oasis of Hammon, of the Fountain of the Suri, and of 
many scattered points too numerous to detail, the' same clas.. 
sic geographer's maps and dissertations have been fullo',·ed. 

Myoa Hormus· on the Arabian gulf, wid Petra Nabathrea, 
claim frpm;lll~ a trivute to the learned works of Dr. Vincent: 
but I reserve t1fe~e !and other acknowledgments, to accompany 
reasons for confessing, that I cannpt adopt his views resp~cting 
the rivers of Susiana. 

SLJch cities as were 110t built till the age following that of 

• Vol. i. p.7. 

http:Translation.of
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Alexander, have been generally excluded. Antiocli, Seleucia 
Pieria; and a few others, whose names declare themselves, have 
been reluctantly retained, because common calculations de
pend upon their sites. 

A break in a mountain, by two sharp strokes, is merely a 
symbol of a practicable road, which may lie through a fissure, 
or over a ridge, or penetrate an alternation of acclivities and 
deciivities, with level defiles. 

The pass iuto Syria (the plural Latin term is more correct) 
comprises foul' defiles. The following description, abridged 
from Parsons's Travels, shows that, in Alexander's time, it 
might contain but three. The second and fourth passes are 
natural: the first avenue is made practicable by art; the third" 
entirely artificial, has been opened by manual labour. In the 
road from Is~us to Syria, from the point where the ascent 
commences, it contim\es, with little variation, steep and rug
ged :~onward, about a mile and a half*, a level interval of 
four hundred yards conducts to a steep stony declivity. At the 
bottom, the traveller has to penetrate a slllall grove, and is 
relieved by a plain one hundred yards over. The ascent is 
then gradual for two miles, afterwards steep for a third of that 
space, leading to an avenue twenty yards long, through which 
two camels cannot pass abreast. The road is artificially con
structed of earth and stones, without cement: the removal of 
these would make an hour's difference by the circuit which 
must be taken. This is the_' first and least difficult pass. 
Hence, for a mile the road is good, and of gradual ascent: it 
is afterwards rugged and very steep for about a mile and a 
quarter,-when the second pass commences, between a steep 
rocky ~ollntain on the left, and an appalling precipice on tbe 

.. Halfan hour. Parsons gives sometimes the time, and some

times the distance. When yards or fe~t occur, the measur~ i!! ~l., 

ways from Parsons...... . 
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right. This defile, one l~undred yards long, is not, where 
most spacious, above se~en feet wide. Leaving the precipice, 
the road winds up a very rugged acclivity for four hundred 
yards. At the end of a small level on the summit, is the 
third pass, cut through a very high rock; to descend which, 
camels, as they did in ascending, take a zig-zag track. The 

. avenue, twenty yards wide, and two hundred and seven long, 
is on the descent and crooked; crags, forty-five feet in height, 
hang over it. Opponents on the summit, by rolling down 
massy stones, might overwhelm the passenger. There is no 
other opening: but the native mountaineers climb the sides 
of the height with their arms slung about them. From the 
place where the pass curves, the ground is level, and expands 
so as to allow four hundred men to stand in battalion. At 
the bottom, an opening to the right presents a prospect of the 
plain between the ridge and the bay, of the bay, and of the 
mountains on the Cilician side. The road, here, intersects 

about an acre and a half of level gr?und, surrounded by lofty 
heights, frightful precipices and chasms. Now commences 
the entrance to the modern town of BJlan, a street entirely 
acclivity; the ground is covered by a sheet of water, which 
falls from a mountain on the right, and is prevented from 
spreading" on the left, by a parapet wall fixed at the edge of a 
precipice. From the parapet is seen a small plain half a mile 
in diameter, enclosed by mountains so as to form an amphi
theatre, whither the way is so steep that none ventures to ride 
down. .The luxuriant plain is covered with perennial grass, 

interspersed with ever-green fruit 1rees, though tl~e encircling 
mountains are, one-third of the year, encrusted with ice and 
snow. The principal street of Bylan extends, North alld 
South, half a mile; the houses, on the left, are built against 
the momitain, with others immediately over them; those on 
the right, stand near a precipice. The mountain is too ele
~'ated to support vegetation, and no goat has climbed it. In 



passingstm mi to the North rSdnthJ after leaviIig BjIan, .coni
mences the· fourth anti last; pa~;: for distinction tehn~d the 
graud':passinto Syria: . .The :road .continues ten or fifteen feet 

wide"tor half a mile, witli'a height on the left,"and ~ parapet 
\vaU on ·the . right; skirting: a pr~pitous chasw. :bet,\ve~n t,va 

moUntains.· . Where the'yoad.widens, the descent· oegmslivhich 
js'roggahand crooked' :fop :five' miles·: a mile and a' half tole

rahly. revel;. is stibi:¢ed~d .:by' the plain of AntiQch, eighteen 

JJlileS~3trossl'; 

.ThiswilT serve as a picture of the complicated'difficJllties 
in a series of defiles. 

Travellers preparing to pass Taurus from Cappadocia into 

Cilicia, lay in three days' provision; and the ascent a~d de

scent n:ccup'iedMr'~ ·Browne three days "'. 
Alexmd.et!s ·army.wa~qeveriteeri days ill passing mount Pa

l'a})a'inisus': but; m;' it wa!; afterwardssii days in passing a 

river, :the Oxus'-':'the time m~ist be . considered as the com
~ined effect of difficult avenues;' 'and' of .the necessity of pass
ing a large body in small divisions; or seventeen may be . di

vided by 'six. 
11he .caspian: streit' is prolonged'~eight miles: its general 

breootlJ>f9 fOTty yards; ill the narrowest places, it is winding, 

~nd only wide' enough for a carriage •. Tlic'inoulltains on each 

side arc :~ery high; the bottorti Is. generally levm, and along 

it, at ':certain seasons, a considerabl~ 5treamof salt water 
flo\Vstowards the desert on the south. The 'chasm does not 

bisect the great body of thc"Caspian ~ountain's,' but only in ... 
ferior·ridgest. 

Sonie points of ancient geography are yet, .and some will 
ever be~ o~jects of'Speculation inore or less' founded on steps 
()f modem discovery and ancient v~stiges.: 

• Heylin's Cosmograpl,y, p.6QQ. Browne's Travels, p. 411. 
~t nenittli's Geogr(1pli:J qf Herodotus1 P, 114. 

. , 
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Cyropolis is usually referred- to the' site of Cogend, on the 
·Ja~artes',. but- its position is rather indicated to have been on 
-thi Polytimetus, by circumstances both in Curtius and AJ,'riaH~ 
,and particularly by the cOlllmemoration in Arrian, that the 
chann~1 of the river running through the city was dry at the 
time of assault. 

The tract assigned to the Parapamisadre concurs fully with 

the h~nt in An-ian and the particular account of Curtins. 
The patches of Arid Des~rt, ill Gedrosia, are thrown in 

according to indications in the march of Alexander, as related 
by Curtius; and, where Curtius ceases to be particular, they 
are shaped ·to inferences 'from the course of march; as de. 
~crihed by Arrian.' 

The kingdom of Abisares, a tract north of Porus; to which 
Alexander did not divert ,his niarch, I. consider to he the.mo
dern Cashmire." The dis'tricts~ of the .Oxydracre and Malli 
fall i'atlie'rld\ver'uccording to Curtius~:thall according to Ar
rian: but' as it is difficult to fiud space for all the powerful 
kirigd~ii{s alld'states which Alexander isubdued-in the.narrow 
but long slip of, region. ('ast of the' 1l1ous, this promotes, the 
general arrangement.: . r:r.h~ .sites giveu to tribes 011 the lower 
trunk of the Indus, corr,espond with short notes in the trans
lation, where I havefreqilcntly used Dr. Vincent'~ name as 
equivalent to a dissertation. 

As far as I am able to judge, such points as Dr. Vincent 
has laid down hypothetically, appear to' be tenable, in pro
portion to the, confidence 'which he expresses. 

The following extract invites Dew suggestions from those 
whose pursuits embrace that division of' his extensive sub
,ject: ' . , 

" Although D'Anville has proved, that the,rivers which fall 
"c into the gulf [below Busheer] are all derived from the range 
" . ,'.v.hich runs' parallel with the coast; and forms the back 

ic grdund of ~h~ Kermesir~ he' is undoubtedly' mist~~e!l ill the 
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" course and names he gives to some of those in tl'le upper 
" part of the gulf; and I am not fully furnished with mate
cc rials to correct his errors." l\rearclms, 2d edit. p. 315. 

In the outline of the body of the Persiau Gulf, the map 
follows Dalrymple's chart, except that every point of longi
tude is removed half a degree toward the west. The upper 
part is restored to its ancient state, as far as it can be col

lected. 
It is recorded by Arrian, Strabo, and other ancient writers, 

that there was formerly a lake, (that is, a marine fen, or gulf 
within islets and shoals), at the head of the Persian Gulf, which 
received the mixed waters of the'Tigris, of the Choaspes and 
EuJreus, and of the Pasitigris, before they reached the sea. D'An
ville and De la Rochelle give this lake a dire,ctioll parallel 
to the Tigris, and perpendicular to the gulf. I subscribe to 
Dr. Vincent's opinion, that it had a contrary direction, be
cause Nearchus, already at the mouth of the Euphrates, when 
to approach the Pasitigris, he to.ok a course nearly retrograde, 
in sailing through this lake, kept Susiana on his left hand. 
Reading Arrian's Indica by the medium of translations, may 

I propose to fill up an elliptical passage in the 42d chapter, 
bearing on this and other points; a passage in which Grecians 

acknowledge a remuant of difficulty 1 "From [the beginning 
cc of] this lake to the river itself, [the Pasitigris,] it is six hUll

U dred stadia; where is a village of the Susi:.ms called Aginis, 
,1 five hundred stadia distant from Susa. The whole length 

" of the Susian coast [measured in two sections] to the mouth 
.' of the Pasitigris, [adding the distance between the Arosis 
" and the Pasitigris to the six hundred stadia from the Tigris,] 
" is two thousand stadia *." 'Ve have, thus~ three controlling 

'* The basis of this paraphrase is from Rooke: Dr. Vincent has 
withdrawn his original construction of the passage. Had he pre

sented the sullstitute as removing every obscurity, I had implicitly 

full owed it. 

http:Susi:.ms
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beatings to aid in fixing where· the mouth of the Pasitigris 
W AS. I measure the distance from Aginis to Susa, as if the 
road were quite strait, a circulllstance barely possibl~ in a 
level country. Along the coast, I average a thousand stadia 
at seventy miles: Arrian makes the distance from the Indus 
to the Euphrates, about 22,500 stadia: on the map, measur
~ng great inflections of coast, the distance is twenty·two de
grees and a h~lf. The apparent shortness of the stadium, 
may arise from minute curvatures in the actual track. 

According to Cnrtius, the Pasitigris is a distinct and pri
mary river. Arrian states, that Nearchlls ascended the Pasi
tigris a shoi-t undefined distance, to meet Alexander marching 
from Persis to Susa; that on their junction, the admiral, re
ceived with honouring courtesy, WALKED in a procession to 
Susa; in another book, he relates, as a subsequent occur
rence, that Alexander conducted the fleet, which lay ready at 

Susa, down the river Eulreus into the sea; does the connection 

of these incidents prove, that An-ian makes the Eulreus and the 
Pasitigris one river, that the same writer has called the same 
uuited stream hy different names? I think not: I suspect ra
ther, that Arrian has omitted a trivial incident, that after 
Nearchus debarked, some ordinary seaman carried the fleet 
into the Eulreus, and up to Susa. Every thing else in An-ian 
respecting the Pasitigris favours such a view. 
_ If passages in Strabo respecting the confluence of the rivers 
falling into the lake, which has since been filled up by alluvial 
sediment g~adually deposited, were construed strictly, they 
would make the Tigris confluent with the Euheus, which it is 
decidedly not. I regard similar notices in different authori
ties, some obscure, and some expressed with doubt, merely to 
import that the Susian rivers converged and blended their 

waters in a general estuary. 
'Vith regard to the Arosis of Curtius, the journal of Near 

elms will not assist us to determine its mouth, unless we can 



prove, that sOlne rhfer known to the moderns corresponding' 

with the 'Arosis near Persepolis reaches the sea. In the lliosf 
correct modern charts, mouths of numerous rivers are marked 

on the eastern side of the gulf: on these we may depend l 

but little of their internal course is lmown. Book v. ch. h'. 
13. of Curtius, contains a difficult passage, of which I have

given at the end of the second volume areconsidered version.; 
By the" sea toward the south," 1" tlnd~rstalid the lake-'Back·' 

tegian, the Dirge Nemeh or-brackish sea'!' Had Curtius'meant 
tbe Persian gulf,' ,he wouid have repeated~the term U Red Sea," 

which he had employed a few lines above: The " sea toward 

the south" is a designation for a sea without a name, a sea of 
which we have no trace in 'ariy other ancient classic., Thi 
:Medus, or Arosi~, flows on: but whether it be exhausted' in' 

derivatiohs to lakes, and in fertilizing Crele-Persis, as D'Anville 

and his closer followers contend, or whether it finds its way to 
the Persian gulf, CUl,tius forbears to affirm. Nearchus found, 
in the gulf an Arosis, the largest river (he judged from its
mouth) observed in his voyage. In the upper part, Dr. Vin .. 

c~nt begins to distrust Dalrymple's chart. From the Indus. 
to l\1esembria, (the modern Busheer), I anchor with him uni~ 

formly at the same station: I cannot carry the mouth of the 

Arosis so high as he does, by a very considerable space. On 

the one hand, I reckon fourteen hundred stadia from the Pasi~ 

tigris to the Arosis, the interval deduced from the above eHip ... 
tical passage; on the other, about nine, hundred, from Mes~· 
embria to the Arosis. To ·prevent local allowances'fr'om pro-"= 

<hIeing, at last, some great deficiency or excess, niy'rude ealeu..:. 
Iatioll began with setting off ali the great distance-s, '511Cli as 

the coast' of Carmanhl, it~e coast of llersia, by a proportionate 

division of the whole distance. I calUmt help connecting the 

Arosis of the coast with the Arosis neall Persepolis: hu:t I C011

sider the intermediate section of rlyer' to be innavigalile, and 

to penetrate a country not practicable in the samc dIrection. 
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Fryer, a Member' of the Royal 'So~i~'ty, who explored some 

scenes of Alexander'~- trJti~pll~,~ :,y~~ ~!ile danger In.igl~t,be 
less than it is at present, countenances this opinion.:He visited 

a pass N. W. of Persepolis, wJm:h he considers as ~~t ~i~li.~~ly 
to be that which Ariobarzanes so obstinately defended; his 

account ofth~ !u~~ whic}i tl~e' Pe~si~h~l\lade of th~ s~i~al dis

tinction in palm trees, shows him to have been a traveller of 

observatioii: . Re~pJcting tb~ llolut in que!tien>-hel- ~ays: .~~ I 
" crossed the river Bindamire" [Bend-Emir] or the Araxes, 

" famous for its untrac~d wi~J~g~~pon the mountains, a~d 
" som~,~~!lles un~.e.~i1heir very ?~ttoms, till~~~ i~~.~ffi~~coursei 
" it vents itself .i,nt~. W.~,?ea." _}'rave!s /l! l!~f!~!,!pd~~ ,i!frd 
Per~~f!~}~l l672-168~>.. ~y JOb~l Fryer, .M. D ....~f1£.l. ~•. !S.y§.;:> 
p. 250,., 



GENEALOGY 

OF· 

ALEXANDER THE GREA~ 

FROM REINECCIUS AND OTHERS. 

Paternal Line. 

From Timenus, son of HER

CULES, descended the Temenida>, 

who long reigned-in Argos; ofthis 

family, by parents whose names 

are not recorded, was CA RANUS, 

an Argive, the founder of the Ma

cedonian kingdom. He was the 

sixteenth in descent from Her

cules. From him descended 

CffiNUS, 

TYRIMAS, 

PERDICCAS I. 
ARG}Eus, 

PIHLlP I. 
lEROPUS, 

ALcETAs, 

AMYNTAS I. 
ALEXANDER I. 
PIIILIP II. 
A~.tYNTAS II. 
PHILlP III. 
ALEXANDER TilE GREAT•. 

llfaternal Line. 

\Vith ACHI LLES commences the 

ambitious pedigree; among the 

offspring of his son PYRRIIVS, is 

numbered PIELus, whose mother 

was Andromache, Hector's wi

dow. 

The imperfect memorial of 

descent passes now to ALCON, 

whose immediate progenitors are 

unknown: but he is said to have 

been of the race of Piclus. From 

him descended . 

Am-lETUS, king of Epirus; 

ARYMBAS, 

A LCETA.S, 

N EOPTOLEMU S, 

OLYMPUS, 

ALEXANDER TIlE GREhT~ 



QUINTUS Cl[JRTIU§~ 


SUP P LEMENT. 

• 

BO 0 I( I. 
'I'll£. BIRTH OF ALEXANDER.-..:....THE BATI'LE Or. CIVE

ItONEA.-TIIE DEATH OF PUILIP.-TIIE DESTRUC-" 
TION OF THEBES. 

C!-11\P. T. 

Introduction.. Philip had prepared .facilities for 
the conquest qf Persia. " Birth if Ale.rander. 
Prodigies alleged to have preceded and attend ... 
ed it. 

THE life and actions ofAlexander, ,vho \vrested 

the empire fr0111 the Persians and transferred it 
to Gteece, have been recorded by lnany Greek 
historians; of \vhom a Inajori"ty \vere eye-,vit
nesses-and some of theIn, as his associates and 
ministers, shared in the glory-of his achieve ... 
lnents. Alexander himself, frOln a passionate 
desire of perpetual faIne, cOUlmissioned several 
of his attendants to translnit to posterity me
morials of his exploits. But though the siniple 

YOl.. 1. B 
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facts ,vere inherently great, the love of fable, 
natural to the Greeks, induced nunlbers of them 
to compose on this subject heroic rhapsodies ra
ther than biographies or histories. The ,vriters 
on the life if Ale.vander, ,vho deserve nl0st cre
dit, are Aristobulus, an attendant on the con
queror, and Ptolemy, who succeeded to a great 
part of his dominions. The death of Alexander 
relTIoved all necessity for fear and temptation to 
flattery, the ordinary causes of corrupt devia
tions from the truth of history: and ,vho can 
suspect that Ptolemy ,vould sully the "lustre of 
his5ceptre, by becoming the deliberate propa
gator' of lies and fabl.es? IVloreover, since he 
and Aristobulus were present at a great propor
tion of affairs conducted by Alexander, and 
,vere principal ~ctors in some operations confi
ded to them as ministers or generals, .it is evi
dent that they were most conlpetent to give full 
and exact narratives of his transactions. Fol' 
these reasons, as often as they concur in thei r 
accounts, ,ve give thelTI the preference over alL 
other authorities; and ,vhen they disagree, 've 
select, from the materials left by thelTI and 
others, such particulars as appear,. on a strict 
examination, to approach nearest to truth. And 
it is 'observable, that in the age follo,ving that 
of Alexander, those of his Greek biographers 
'vho had any deference for veracity, and Diodo .. 
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HIS Siculus, at a more recent period, have- left 
us examples of the same method. 

The RODIan historians, to the present time, 
neglecting to investigate the records of other 
nations, have been content to ,vrite on the af
fairs of our o\vn country; because in our ac
tions as a victorious people, they found a sub
ject abounding with noble materials, suited to 
the Inajesty of history, and in their judgnlent 
nlore instructive to the Inembers of the com
nlon\veal th than any other ,vhich they could 
relate. As I esteein the labours of those "rIi'! 
tel'S to deserve conlmendation, so I hope that I 
shall not incur censure, if I attempt to give Iny 
countrYlnen an outline of that monarch, ,vho; 
in the course of his short life, conquered, and 
connected into one elllpire, l110re countries than 
any other prince ever aspired to invade. I-lis 
rapid success had an obvious -foundation,- and 
the precipitate dissolution of his dominion as 
conspicuous a cause; from both ,ve may con
clude, that the felicity of no commander can be 
lasting ,vho is deserted by virtue. 

Alexander \vasendo,ved ,vith all the indica
tions of genius, and inherited all the advantages 
of fortune, ,vhich lllight be expected to cOln

bine in a prince destined to reach an extraonli
nary height of po,ver and greatness. 

n2 
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The kings of l\1acedon del'ived their pedi
gree from Hercules; and Olympias, the lTIothe}" 
of Alexander, traced the origin of her family to 
Achin~s. Her son, from his infancy, 'vant~d 

neither allurements nor examples to excite hinl 
in the pursuit of glory. His father, Philip, by 
able policy and continued martial successes, had 
acquired.consideration and celebrity fo}" the ~1a
cedonians, ,vhom the Greeks had, till his reign, 
contemptu9usly classed among the Barbarians; 
and they ,vhose arms \vere recently despised, 
the conquest of Greece had made every where 
formidable. Philip lard the foundations of still 
greater results, which ,vere completed by' his 
successor: having decided on attacking Persia, 
he levied men, cQllected provisions, raised rno.; 
ney, and organized an anllY, ready at a signal to 
comm~nce the expedition; and he had opened 

·a passage into .Asia by'a separate detachnlent 
under ParmeniQ. His death, at this crisis, 
transferred to his son the hnlnense po\vers and 
TeSOttrces p~epared for that ,var, . and an oppor
tunity to reap. an undivided harvest of glory: 
,vhich some have regarded as the \vork of for
tune, ever auspicious to Alexander. This prince 
excited so much admiration in his contempo
raries, not only after he had completed his vasft 
achievelnents~ but even at ,the first stage· of 
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his career, that it ,vas debated, ,vhether it wery 
pot reasonable to as'cribe his origin immediately 
to Jupiter, rather than to trace his descent frolu 
that deity by the nlcdiuln of the .iEacidre and 
Hercules? l\fter his visit to the temple of Am
Inon in Lydia, related Ininutely in a subsequent 
chapter, nothing less \vould satisfy him than to 
be called the 60n of Jupiter. Many persons 
professed to believe, that', Alexander ,vas the 
, offspring of a serpent, ,vhich had been seen 
, in, his mother's be<l-chaniber, and that the 
, king of the gods had assulned that' disguise.~ 
Those \vho adopted this account, u~'gecl, '-~hat it 
, had been corroborated by drealns and prophe
, cies, and that \vhen Philip sent to Delphi to 
, consult respecting his son's birtli,- the oracle 
, ans,vel'ed by this adlnonition: Highly revere 
'Ammon.' On the other hand, reflecting 'vri
tel'S have a1linned, ',That the celestial si"deof his 
~, pedigree is entirely ,fiction~· and that there is 
, reason to suspect Alexander'-s Inother of adul
'. tery ,vith Nectanebus, ,king of Egypt; ,vho, 
, \vhen expelled fron1 his kingdom, Inade: not 
, Ethiopia his asylum, as had been commonly 
, believed, but proceeded to ~Iacedonia to soli
, eit -support from Philip against the po,ver of 
, the Persians.' That' received at the court of 
, Pella" he there triumphed over 'the virtue of. 
, Olynlpias ,by Inagical enchantments. That 
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~ f1'0111 the tilue of surmising this, Philip jell:
, lously surveyed her conduct; and the im
, putat~on appeared to be the cllief cause of 
'their subsequent divorce. That at a feast 
, nlade to celebrate the 1narriage of Philip ,vith 
'Cleopatra,-Attalus, the uncle of the ne\v 
, que~n, insulted Alexander by.an indirect al~ 
, lusion to the illegitiInacy of his birth, ,vhile 
, the king diso,v~ed h\l11 as a so~. That the I'll
, Inour imputing adultery to 01ynlpia~, ,vas n.qt 
, confined to lVIacedonia, but had been diffused 
, among the nations ,vhich Alexander cqnquer
'ed. TJlat the fiction of the serp~nt ,vas aJ1. 
, imitation of ancient fables, in ord~r to co~ceal 
, the ignominy of the queen his moth~r. An(l 
, that tlJe Messenians had fo{m~rly circulated a 
, sitnilar story concerning Aristomenes; and the 
f Si~yonians conc~rning Aristodalnas.' 'Vitl~ 

rega1:d to the latter of these allegations, 'ye 
kp.o\v, that a parallel report prevailc;d anl0ng 
our ancestors concerning that Scipio, ,vho coni
:p1~nced the splendid 'series of exploits ,vhich ~lb 
ded in the de~tructiol1 of Carthage; and that 
the birth of Augustus 'vas, il1 ~ike ll1anner, at~ 

tribut~d to a divin~ cause. As to R9mulus, 
~t is unnecessary to a~ve~lt to the extraordinary' 
nativity ascribed to l~im, since there is 110 natiol, 
~o c011t~nlptil>le as not to derive its origin ei. 
ther ffom some ~od or tll(! offspring of a god,., 
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Still it should be recollected, that those ,vha 
convert the fugitive N ectanebus into the father 
ofAlexander, cOll1niita perceptible anachronisll1; 
for Alexander 'vas' six years of age ,vhen the 
vanquished Egyptian 1110narch ,vas deprived of 
llis kingdonl by Ochus: but the ill1possibility of 
the account respecting N ectanebus, doesllot 
make the talc reported of Jupiter the Inore pro
bable..Olynlpias herself, when relieved from 
apprehension by her husband's death, rallied the 
vanity of her son, ,vho ,vould have 'it believed 
that he ,vas spnlng frol11 Jupiter; and she beg':" 
ged hil11 in a letter, 'Not to expose her to 
, Juno's indignation, as she had been guilty of 
, nothing that deserved that pUllishnlent.' I-Io,v., 
ev~r, during Philip's life, she is represented ta 
have been the person 1110St solicitous to confer 
credit and currency upon the fable .. Ifshe adlno .. 
nished Alexander, upon his expedition into Asia~ 
, To be nlindful of his origin, and to do nothing 
, unworthy of so great a father;' she may be 
supposed to advert to Philip, unless her resent~ 
nlent had rendered her disingenuous and blind 
to his greatness. . 

It is generally adlnitted, that behveen the 
time of his 111other's conception and the birth of 
Alexander, it ,vas supernaturally intiInated that 
an extraordinary person should be born; and 
the follo,ving presages are collected fronl differ. 
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~nt 'vr~ters. Philip saw, in h1S, sleep, the ~vomb 
of Olynlpi~s se~l~d up "yit}l a ripg-, 011 ,vhich 
,vas ~ngray~n. the fi~ur~ of a lion; as a memorial 
pf t11is, the nam~ of ~eol?-topolis, was giV~~l to 
f\Jex~ndria in Egypt, a ~atne ,vhich it long re~ 
tained: Aristander, the, ablest diviner of that 
~ge: ,aft~rward~ th~ c~i'r-f-priest' of Alexander~ 
~nterpret~d 'thi~ dr~~ln to portend, that the in
fant shoul~ ~~c~l ill courage apd magnanimity~ 
On the night ip ,vhicll OJylnpias gave birth to 
that son ,vno '1vas tq' a~tollisl1 ~n'd aftli~t th~ 

-'vor~d, the tePlple of Diana at Eph~su&~ the sa
cred edifice most celebrated in Asia, ,vas de~ 

• •• .,. • > • 

str~yed by fire; this conflagration ,vas the act 
~f a profl~gate incen~iary, 'Yho, b~ing- appre-: 
~end~d 'and put, tp ,the tortur~~ cOl1fesse{l, that 
~lespa~ripg :6f fame lJy gOQ{i act\~n~ 'his vie\v ,it, 
perpetrating this, impiety, ,va~ to tran&nlit hi~ 
name to after~ages'by a s,tup~nqou~ ~rhne. Th~ 
lVlagi ~~sidl~'g, ~t Ephes~s ,did not estiInat~ this 
';J.s a 'calamity',of teniporary influence, but as p~e~ 
saging extended destruction of penna~~nt' ef~ 
fect; a~d they di'sturbed the city by re~t~rating 
this mournful prediction ': ' " Ther~ ~s - i~ sOln~ 
~' pa~t of the 'yorld a torc\l,kind'l~d, \vh~ch shall 
" on~ day co~sume aV the E':l~t.," Nearly a~ 
~ne point' of time, Philip co~npl<;ted t1~e s;l\bju
gatio~ of Po~idrea, '3:,coiony o'f '~he Athenians: 
*~ceived intellig~nce,' th~i' ~ ~~'(nvn had been 
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awarded to hini at the Olylnpic gaules, whither 
he 'had sent chariots: and ,vas gratified by the 
arrival of a courier from Pannenio, announcing 
that that general had gained a decisive victory 
over the Illyrians. The rejoicings inspired by 
these successes, \yere cro\vned \vith the intima
tion, that Olympias had been deli- Olgmp. ~\Ti. 1. 

vef(~d of 'a, Sell; and the diviners con- .A. C,356. 

fidently predicted, ' That the prince \vho ,vars 
, born alnid so D:lany victories and triumphs, 
, \vould be invincible.' llhilip, mnazed at such 
~ concurrence of happy events, and dreading the 
envy of the cclestials, implored the goddess N c
mesi~, ,'To be contented\vith revenging these 
, il1dulgencks of fortune by a l11od~rate' caIa.. 
~ lnity.' It 'has been ,recol~dcd, as another re
l~lar.kable incident, 'that two ~agles sat, ditring 
'a \vhole (~ay, upon the house where, the q~een 
, ,vas delivered;' a presage ' that Alexander 
, should bCCQlllC n;astcr of the elnpires' both of 
, Asia and Europe.' . rrhis' interpretation might 
be assigned, without danger of Inistake, after the 
event had occurred. Of the portentous appear
ances related by different authQrs, the last that 
I shall select as 4), ~andidate for credit is, that 

Alexan.der's birth ,vas attended ,vith lightning, 
, thunder, and a local convulsion of the earth.' 

The lllOSt accurate historians fix the date of 
tllis nativity.o·n a day in the lllonth 'of Loiis, as 
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it ,vas called by the lVlaceclonians, answering 
to the twenty-first day of July, in the beginning 
of the 106th OIYlTIpiad, ,vhen Elpines ,vas prre
tor of Athens. At. this era, our republic had 
subsisted nearly four hundred years; ~nd the 
Roman arms, attended by victory in every di ... 
rection, ,vere displaying the prelude to that ex... 
pansioll of po,ver and territory, ,vhich has since 
comprehended the Macedonian empire in the ~c.. 
quired dominion of the ,vorld. 

Judicious arrangements by P hill]) for the educa
tion if his son. Early indications if a manly 
and heroic nziizd in' Ale.1:ander. Description qf 
his person. Anecdoteoj' Leonidas. Anecdote 
if tIle Persian ambassadors. 

PHILIP l1c;nv found an object of anxiQus de.:. 
liberation in the education of his son. The 
,vise and patriotic king perceived, that his o,vn 
efforts to elevate ~facedonia ,vould be unavail
ing, should his death, ,vhile his great designs 
,vere floating, leave the government in the 
hands of an uninformed- and indol~nt prince: 
He reflected that the permanence of his o,vn 'ce
lebrity might be affected by the character of his 
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:s.ucc.essor; and that th.e character of his succcs~ 
sor might dep.end greatly on the talents and vir
tues of a preceptor. Under these inlpressions, he 
thus addressed Aristotle, in a l~tter of ,vhich the 
elegance is constantly ~kno,vledged. 

" PHILIP TO ARISTOTLE. Health! 
~, . A son is born to Ine: I thank the gods, 

~, not so luuch for Inaking me q. father, as for 
" ,giving me a son in an age ,yhen he can have 
,," Aristotl~' for his instructor. I confide that 
" you ,yilllnake hinl q. princc ,vorthy to suc-. 
H ceeel n1C, and qualified to govern l\{acedonia:a 
" I should prefer being the last of my fanlily, 
" to having children ,vhosc edllcation and con
" duct \vere not tp refle~t honour on their an
F' cestors." 

Aristotle ,vas at Athens, exerCIsIng his 
a~umen on the doctrines conveyed in the lec
tures of flato, ,vhen ile received the invitation 
of Philip, ,vith ,vhich he COll1plied as soon as 
the young prince had attained an age capahle of 
profiting fronl a superior 'course of instruction: 
Part of this ~nterval-.-three years-he passed 
,vith Hernlias, the l\1ac~donifl.n governor ofAtar"'!, 
l1ea; and then r~turning; to 1\1ytilene :;C:, renlained 

~ Diog. Laert. lib. v. sect. 3 et 9. Dion. Halic. Epist. ad Amm. 
~ap. 5. t. vi, pa. 128; a~d see, infra, chap. iii. note. 
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there two years; ,vhile Alexander ,vasgl'o,ving 
up under fostering advantages, calculated to pre.. 
pare hitn for such a master .. Leonidas, a rela
tion of the queen, acted as the prince's guardian 
and tutor, conjointly ,vith Lysimachus of Acar... 
nania: the physician, Philip, another native of 
that country, had the charge of his health: in 
Hellanica, daughter of Dropis, and sister of Cli
tus *, he had a nurse equally happy in the sound
ness of her constitution, the atniable tone of h~r 
affections, and her Inental capacity. 'Vhile yet 
a child, Alexander prornised. to become that 
great king ,vhich he aftenvards proved. Ex
tl1lOfdinary fire and activity an.imated his ten
der linlbs; and in the marks of heroic genius, 
lle far outstripped his age. He despised the fop
peries of dress, saying, ' That solicitude to adorn 
, the exterior ,vas appropriate in ,vonlen, ,vho 
, had no. endo\vments more considerable than 
~ personal charms; and that if he . could attain 
, the first class in virtue, he should be suffici ... 
, ently handsome and attractive.' 

SYlnlnetry moulded his infant form, and as 
he approached lnanhood,continued to regulate 
his growth; the evident strength and firmness 
of his joints inlpressed the spectator ,vith an idea 
ofgreat .vigor; and beingbut ofmiddling stature, 

• Pluto in Alex. 
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he ,vas iIi reality stronger than he appeared. 
I-lis skin ,vas fair, except on his cheeks and" his 
breast, ,vhere it ,vas tinged ,vith an agreeable 
red. . His hair \vasyellow, and ,vaved" in natural 
curls; the form of his nose ,vas aquiline:. but 
his eyes "are represented to have been dissimilar; 
in color, his right eye sparkling with jet, .while 
his left eye reflected rays ofblue ; notwithstand~ 
ing this blemish, their expression penetrated, the. 
beholder \vith respect and a,ve. ' He excelled in 
swift-running; an exercise \vhich he .continued 
after he becanle king, fl:onl experience of its. 
great'u~e in expeditions ;'and he'frequently.coll
tended in a foot-race for a prize,vith the most 
agile in the camp .. He bore fatigue,vith a per-. 
severing firnlness that cannot be adequately de
scribed; and this' quality repeatedly extricated 
both himself and his' army from great extremi
ties. . Regular exercise, ,operating \vith his 
warmth of constitution; so dissipated the mor
bid hU1l10UrS ,vhich commonly loiter under the 
skin, that not only his breath ,vas fragrant, but 
his pores' in their exudations ,vept s\veetness; 
and the bounty of nature, or the flattery of at-. 
tendants, gave his clothes a grateful odour, dis-, 
ting':lishable from artificial perfume. To anitnal 
spirits almost inflalnlnable, sonle attribute his ir
titability' and propensity to' ,vine. Statues and 
portrai'tures ofhim are still extant, the ,vorks ex.~ 
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elusively of superior artists;" for Alexander, 
,vhile he expressly authorized a few, prohibited 
all others from attempting to take his Hkeness, 
lest the animation ,vhich resided, as a visible 
soul, in his features, should elude tht: vulgar pre .. 
tender to the natne of painter or sculptor. Se
lected frOln the first class in each profession, 
ApeUes ,vas the onJy artist pertnitted to Inake 
Alexander the subject of his pencil, Pyrgoteles 
to engrave him on gelns, Lysippus to give him 
to live through succeeding ages .. in marble and 
bronze *. 

Leonidas, the governor of Alexander1 ~s sta
ted to have ,val ked top fast; and his pupil, to 
have adopted that custom ,vithout being able 
aftenvards to correct it. A'ware that exanlple 
strongly influences the young, I mn yet in
clined to attribute impatience of carriage in the 
prince, as far as it prevailed, rather to his nath;e 
telnper than to habit c0111mencing in imitation; 
his impetuous spirit would naturally conlIDurii.:. 
cate to the movements of his body correspond
ing vivacity. His successors on the thron"e, 
so far from accounting this hastiness a ble
mish, studiously affected it: but to this, their 
servile imitations. ,,'ere not confined: they as

$ The name.ofPolycletus, which Freinshemius had joined with 
that of Lysippus} the Translator has suppressed as an anachronism. 
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sunled his elevated tone; attetupted his pier
cing intelligence of look; and desce~ded· to 
luiInic an inclination in his neck towards 
his left shoulder: ,vhile they ,vere too ilnbe
cile to resenlble him in attainments, or to 
copy his virtues. Of many lVlacedonian kings, 
the most vigorous period of their InanhooQ, 
selected frol11 their long inglorious liyes, would 
furnish scarcely a .trait ,vorthy to be compared 
,vith one of the sentiments or actions ,vhich 
distinguished the childhood of Alexander. 
The luanly boy never expressed ,or perpetrated 
any thing _approaching to lneanness or turpitude~ 
but preserved a superiotity of conduGt agreeing 
,vith his subsequent fortune. I-lighlyambitious 
ofpraise, he did not affect to dra,v it indifferently 
from every thin'g: but courted fame only as it 
is allied to excellenGe in laudable pursuits; 
sens\ble that plaudits pestow'ed on sordid ac
tions, are dishonourable gratuities, and that enlU
lation is noble, and victory illustrious, in propor
tion to the magnitude of the opposition and the 
greatness of the competitor. On its ·being sug
gested to him, 'That his being- an excellent rUll

'ner should induce hitn to enlist at the Olympic 
, games, after the example of a king of his 
, name, in order that the falne of his s\vift
, ness Inight circulate over Greece:' the Inag
nanimous youth ans,vered: " I ,vould dispute 
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'~ the prize there, could I have kings for cOlnpe
"titors." While Philip ,vas constantly adding 
some opulent city or strong lnilitary position to 
the national possessions, ,vhile victory follo,vil1g 
victory filled the Macedonian people ,vith' exul
tatioll,-Alexander ,vas. frequently the solitary 
subject of grief ,vhich he ,vas unab,le to conceal, 
and \vhich urge(l him to. utter this cornplaint 
among boys of his own age: " My father ,vill· 
" leave nothin'g'for you and me to do ,vhen ,ve 
" come to be 'men." He had a strongel~ passioh 
for honour than for riches; and regal;ded acces
sions of pO'wer and revenue \vhich he ha'd not 
contributed to produce, as diminishing his op .... 
portunities of glory: in this his de~he of t~ue 
greatness ,vas n1ixed ,vith an appetite for' false 
distinction. 

lIe _,vas naturally satisfied \vith short inter
vals of sleep; and increased his wakefulness by 
art: ,vhenever a subject required uninterrl.lpted' 
meditation, he rested only his limbs, with the 
extrelnity of one arm out of bed, holding a silv(!l" 
ball over a bason, that its fall might disturb him, 
should he slunlber. 

From infancy, he delighted to· worship the 
gods by splendid offerings: once, at a: sacrifice, 
he 'flung so ll1uch incense into the fire, .that the 
severe and parsimonious Leonidas, to check his 
profusion, exclaimed: ' You may bunl incense 
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, iIi this manner, when you conquer the coun .. 
; 

, tries where it grows.' When, aftenvards, Alex
ander had embraced among his conquests the 
dominion of Arabia, 'iemembering this reproof, 
he presented Leonidas with a sumptuous quan .. 
tity of this perfume, recommending to his former 
Mentor, 'To be more liberal for the future, in 
, paying adoration to the gods, 'since he must 
, no\v be . corivinced, that they ackno\vlege, 
, \vith. overflowing remuneration~ gifts cheer
, fully made them.' 

'Vhile a child, Alexander gave multip1ied 
indications ·ofpenetration and superior genius. 
Artaxerxes, surnamed Ochus, ,vas at this time 
king of Persia: Artabazus and Menapis, hvo 
satraps of that Inonarchy, ,vith l\1emnon of 
Rhodes, a general of reputation, revolted in 
concert, and Inarched an army against their so.. 
vereign: but they were defeated by the loyal 
'lnajorityof the Persian forces, on ,vhich they 
fled fro111 Asia to the court of Philip. Alex
ander, \vho had not attained seven years of age, 
. delighted in the society o( the strangers, from 
\vhom he often sought information concerning 
the affairs of Persia; his questions, the reverse of 
puerile, ,vere of this tenor: 'Whether the inha ... 
, bitants of that country were valiant, and ,vhat 
, description of arms they used?' What was the 
, distance from l\tIacedonia ~o Susa, and in bo,v 

VOL'- I. c 
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~ many days might a traveller reach that capital? 
, What kind of life the king led? What ,vere 
, his exercises and diversions?· vVhat his charac ..' 
C ter with· respect to bravery and virtue?' After 
the Persian fugitives had Tesided son1etime 
in l\1acedonia, their sovereign 'pardoned them1 

through the mediation of lVlentor, the brother 
of Memnon, ' and brother ..in-law of Artabazus; 
·who had intennarried ',vith their sister. The 
ambassadors deputed to bring the amnesty from 
the court of Susa to· that of Pella,· and to . de
mand of Philip the recalled officers,' freq~ently 
sa\v and conversed ,vith Alexander: his quali .. 
ties and attainments, contrasted ,vith his' tender 
years, ·struck them, ,vith adlniration: one of 
them exclaimed to his colleagues: "This young 
" prince is great: ours is rich *." 

Thefuture conqueror of Darius o,ved his su
perior talents not more to nature'than to culti
vation. Philip, conscious of his o\vn obliga ... 
tiqns to the lessons of Epaminondas; and sen... 
sible, that he had . effected more by' his elo.. 
'quence and kno,vledge than by his power ;_.in 
'this spiritj coritinued to provide for the educa .. 

;j! The translations of this passage from Plutarch,"'are generally so 
turned as to convey the idea 'that the Persian delegate was com
paring the child Alexander with the reigning sovereign of Persia; 

.~t may be as reasonable to consider the contrast to relate to some 
prince, of an age approaching manhood, who, at Susa, was reechoing. 
an education as heir apparent. 
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tion of his son. He rene,ved his princely over .. 
tures, inviting Aristotle to reside at his court, 
there to unfold to Alexander the elements of 
literature, of the ,liberal arts, and of science, 
and ,vith eyery stage of these to connect moral 
instruc~ion*. "]\IIay he be taught," said Philip, 
cc, to avoid those errors w'hich I have committed, 
, and of which I 'no,v repentt." . The founder 

of the Lycreum accepted ,vithout reluctance the 
important office of.teaching a prince ho,v ·to 
reign.

·Each.of the masters'of Alexander excelled 
in his department; their concurring instr~ction 
and discipline filled his mind with elevated sen
titnents, and brought his body to such a tem
perament, that it ,vas adequate to every kind of 
military exercise, and could surmount all va
~'ieties of fatigue: ' l1~r ,vas Ile frivolously _ enl~ 
ployed, ,vhen engaged in the recreations of 
tennis and a manly d'escription of dance; for 
they did not so much relax his mind as prepare 
his limbs for more impor~nt exertions. . 

Lysimachus had already, either to flatter his 
,pupil, or from a presentinlent of his greatness, 
called himself Phrenix; Philip, Peleus; and his 
pupil,Achilles!. 

.. Pluto in Alex.--Isocrat. Lit. ad Alex. 

t Pluto in Apopbth; t Pluto in Ale3. 


c2 



SUPPLEl\IENT B~ok 1.' 

CHAP. III. 

Progress of Ale.vander's education. Suggestion 
that Ilis ambition m~ght be i'lflamed by a dogma 
if" Aristotle. Philip's great reward to that 
Philosoplu~r. Aristotle long retained an i1!fiu
ence· o~er Ale.~'ander. Anecdote if Cassander. 
Timofheus, Ale~t'ande~'s. favourite m'J,lSlClan. 
Anecdote of' Ana.vimenes. Ale.vander slights 
,comedians and pugilists; a general,patron of 
arts and professions. 

As Alexander approached maturity and became 
capable of serious studies, Aristotle's supedn
tendance and instructions increased in closeness 
and constancy. The prince had the benefit of 
the sage's society, frol11 the tilne at \vhich Philip 
recalled Aristotle from the city of Mytilene till 
Alexander's expedition into Asia, after his fa
ther's death had placed him on the throne; an 
interval of eight years *. During that time, 

* Freinshemius has not defined the interval, perhaps because he 
found statements very contradictory. Alexander was about thirtee~ 
years old when· Aristotle commenced the office of tutor. The chro
nology, adopted in the text, is deduced froni a letter addressed to 
Ammreus by Dionysius of Halicarnassus; who-to prove that De
mosthenes bad attained perfection in the practice, before. Aristotle 
delivered the theory, of eloquence-marks, with precision, the prin
<:ipal events in the lives both of. the orator and philosopher. Aris
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Alexander collected flo\vers and fruit from 
every branch of knowledge to be cultivated 
under so eminent a master., III particular, he 
sought information in Natural History ,vith in
tensity,\vhich increased as events fortified his 
expectation of becon1ing emperor of the' ,vhole 
world. When he had ascended the throne, he 
furnished Aristotle with facilities for making 
researches and discoveries in that science on an 
august scale; placing under his direction such 
of the inhabitants of Greece and Asia as sub
sisted by hunting, fo\vling, or fishing, or ,vho 
possessed skill and experience in those arts, that 
their services might enable the philosopher to 
frame a treatise, free from error and doubt, re
specting the nature of anin1als. The king al
lo,ved the naturalist eight hundred talents to 
defray the itnmediate charges of the undertak
Ing. The great interest felt by -Alexander in 

tode; born at Stagira, and educated at the court of Pella, where his 
£'lther was king's physician; went to reside at Athens in his 
eighteenth year, A. C, 367. There, as the scholar or assistant of 
Plato, he continued near twenty years, On the death of his master, 
~. C. 348, Aristotle left. Athens; and spent three years at Atai".. 
nrea, and two -at Mytilene. He returneu to Pella in the forty. 
third year of his age, A. C, 343, After having been employed, 
eight years, ill the education of Alexander, he agai~ visited Athens, 
A. C. 33.5. There he taught during twelve years in the Lycreum. 
Having discontinued his public labours, he, in the year following, 
died at Chalcis, retat, sixty-three, A. C. 323, and a year after the 
death of Alexander. 
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inquirie$ connected ,vith Natural History, led 
hiin to expend vast SUlllS in sowing the seeds 
of information, of which it was not probable 
that he ,vould live to reap the fruits. An hun
dred years after his death, deer were taken ,vith 
golden chains about their necks, ,vhich had been 
affixed, by his' orders, to enable posterity to ex .. 
plode or confirnl the accounts assigning extreule 
longevity to those creatures. 

After the conquest of Baby lon, Alexander 
augmented his treasures of kno,vledgeby a se
ries of' astronomical observations, ,vhich had 
been carefully prosecuted and registered in that 
ancient capital for above nineteen centuries.· By 
his order, a faithful copy of them ,vas transnlitted 
to Aristotle '*'. . . 

That .' Alexander' understood the sublinle 
and recondite sciences ,vhich Aristotle tenncd 
acroamatics, is evident from his letter to the 
philosopher, in,vhich he cOInplains, ' That the 
., master ,vho djsGovered thenl, had violated their 
, dignity by too ,videly djvl,llging their prillci~ 
, pIes.' Aristotle's apology is, 'That in the lnan
.' ner they ,vere published, they might be Con
~ templated as not published, for thf;l.t no person,. 
'could cOlnprehend them, but such as had been 
~ i~stru~ted ~n their principles.' 

• Porphyr. apud Simplicium, in Aristot. de Crelo, I. H. 
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'Vas it, a similar jealousy lest kno,vledge 
should be profaned by unveiling it to the vulgar, 
that led the Macedonian prince" ,vhen hede90 
manded froln the philologist his books on rhe
toric, to forbid the communication of ~hese 
treasures to any other person? No, he seems to 
avo,v that he ,vas anlbitious to be exclusively 
preeminent. inurts and sciences as in power and 
greatness; and co~ld not endure that the lowest 
()f mankilld should sha.re ,yith him jn tlleir 
milder light and glory.' 

There is also internal evidence in his letters, 
that he studied the medical art, under a second 
preceptor bearing the name of Aristotle, the son 
of a physician descended from lEsculapius. . 

Thatdepart111entofEthics which teaches self
command, asa chief qualification forconlmand
ing others, the founder of the Lycreum succes
fully inculcated on his royal pupil; and Alexan
der is considered to have effected the subversion 
of the Persian empire, that imlnens~ fabric of 
grandeur and power, rather by magnanimi
ty, prudence, ten1perance, and forti~ude, than 
by his riches and, arm~. He frankly ackno,v .. 
lcdged, ' That he owed as much to Aristotle as to 
,~Philip; from the one he had derived life-.from 
~ the other the principles of living virtuously 
, and honourably.' Nevertheless, it has been 
suggested, with some appearance of reason, 
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that the ambition which naturally glo\ved in 
the breast of the Macedonian hero, ,vas stimu
Jated to an ungovernabl~ flame by the exces
~ive value \vhich Aristotle assigned to honour 
and glory, the philosopher having classed them 
,vith things \vhich h~ termed essential goods~ 

Alexander not only multipli~d \vars to extend 
his don1inions,but ultin1ately required that his 
~ourtiers should sink into the posture of adora
tion, when they yielded hiln hon1age; impiously 
affecting to be a god. 

Aristotle h~d not to ,vait till the accession 
of Alexande~ for distinction and .l·eward: . in 
Philip's life-tilne he received, in the reestablish"'! 
lnent ofhis country, an invaluable recompense for 
his s~rvi~f!s in forming the mind of Alexander. 
The city.qf Stagira, ,vhere the philosopher ,vas 
porn, ,vasa depe~dency of the republic of Olyn
thus, subject to tp.~ jurisiliction, and involved 
in the misfortun,es" of that city; the Olynthialls 
had display~d i~v~terat~ hostility to Philip; for" 
being his neighbour~ by ,geographical situation, 
~nd having be~n his riva1s in po\ver, they could 
~ot pati~lltly see this polit~~ a:n,d n1artial king 
proceed in acquisitions of t~rrttory and revenue" 
which might enable him, eve~t\lally, to inflict 
destruction or imppse servitude upoTI t4e adjoin., 
~ng states. The n1~nds both of th~ e~c~qachil1g 
and the resisting party were more thaJ;\ ~OP.h 
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monly inflatned; and their stubborn contests 
,vere ferociously conducted~ Philip at length 
obtained a decisive victory, "which he sullied by 
a vindictive triumph. The ci"ty of Olynthus 
he plundered and levelled to its foundations: 
he sold the inhabitants as slaves." . With the 
other dependent cities, Stagira equally suffered 
these severities: but Philip aftenvards evinced 
his affection to Aristotle by giving hinl funds to 
rebuild it. When the city ,vas restored and re
peopled, Aristotle framed for the inhabitants a 
code of la,vs ,vhich was pennallently observed. 
Thus the \visddm of one Citizen reestablished, 
and rendered flourishing, a city ,vhich the efforts 
of many brave nlen could not preserve frolll 
depopulation, pillage, fire, and a' sweeping 
,vaste, which "levelled the deserted buildings, 
and desolated the surrounding fields. To crown 
his favours to the tutor of his son, Philip set 
flpart, in th~ vi~inity of Stagira, a park laid out 
into shady "walks, interspersed ,vith (l!coves, and 
ornamented ,vith statues, for th~ use of the stu
dents and sages of the P~ripatetic school *. 

Philip's ~steem for .Aristotle, led him fre
quently to" adlllonish the prince to apply assidu
ously in the acquisition of ,visdonl under so 
gr~at a 11laster, lest he should deviate into acts 

~ Pluto in Alex. 
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,vhich mighte'xclte renl0rse and entail infamy. 
Nor did A1exander disnliss his respect for his 
instructor as soon as he began to drive his 
,vhirling car in the arena ofambition: ,vhen the 
season of tuition had.passed, and the prince was 
ilnmersed in the concerns of government, he 
maintained an epistolary correspondence' 'with 
Aristotle; soliciting 'explanations respecting 
arcana in the sciences, and seek~ng remedies for 
correcting his manners. Aristotle on .one .of 
these occasions replied, 'That the best ,vay, in 
, his opinion, by ,vhich Alexander could 111ake 
, himself and his subjects happy, ,vas to relnenl
, ber that great po,ver ,vas not given him to in ... 
, jure mankind, but to do them good.' The phi
losopher, knowing the monarch to be subject to 
paroxysms of rage, added, '.That he \vould do 
, ,veIl to set bounds to his anger; that it was be... 
I lo,v him to fly into intelnperate sallies of pas.
, sion against his inferiors; and that he had not 
I an equal to provoke his indignation.' This 
plainness ,vas ,veIl received. Eventually, ho,v
ever, ,vhen Alexander suffered pride to usurp 
over reason, his deference to Aristotle declined, 
and ,vas at last displaced by contempt and aver
sion; the latter became rooted, after he had' or
dered the death of Calisthenes, ,vhich he con
ceived l~ust have made Aristotle his enemy; 
after this act, he imagined that the Stagyrite, 
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incited by revenge, vexed him,vith disputes, 
,vhich had· no foundation in just principles,' 
under a pretext of despising hunlan grandeur 
and al11bition., At the Sal11e time, Alexander 
discouraged in others the cuStOl11 of arguing 
according to the 11lethod invented by the philo
sopher. 'Vhen Caisander, a short time previ
ous to the death ofAlexander, ,vas endeavouring 
to vindicate his father fi'Oll1 a series of weighty 
charges, Alexander is represented to have' in .. 
terrupted hinl ,vith this declaration, 'That he 
'had beconle acquainted ,vith the artifices of 
, the logic 'introduced by Aristotle, ,vhich. 
, taught the disputant to elude ,veIl-founded 
, cOl11plaints by fallacious quibbles.' lIe' ad
ded, ',That he would inflict exemplary pu~i~h
, ·lnent on thel11 both, if he foun~ the accusa
, tion against Antipater to. be true.' This: he 
pronounced. in . so angry a tone, and ,vith so 
severe a' countenance, that \Vhell, long after 
Alexander's death, Cassander, ,vho had be
conle go\rernor of Greece, sa\v' a painting of 
Alexander at Delphi, his \vhole frame:\vas 
agitated '\vith the trelnut'ations of horror; so 
vividly did the fro\vning picture itnpress on 
his recollection his fonner inl111inent dano'er . 0 

from Alexander's displeasure: the explanation 
by Cassander of the strange effect of the picture 
upoJ} hjn1self, occasioned a turn in the conversa
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tion unfavourable to Aristotle, and a reiteration 
of the popular rUlnour, that it ,vas by his con .. 
trivance that the poison ,vhich killed Alexander 
,vas carried to Babylon in a horse's hoof. 

Alexander naturally delighted in l11usic, and 
cultivated it practically from early infancy, till 
such time as his father asked hinl in a scornful 
manner, ' Whether he ,vas not ashamed to play 
, so elegantly?' From this l11oment, he neglect. 
ed it as an art in \vhich a dexterity rivalling 
that of professors ,v(}uld not reflect lustre on a 
diadem. This revolution in his taste happened 
in the midst of a lesson from his music-master; 
by ,vholu being aftenvards desired to touch a 
particular string, according to a scientific prin .. 
ciple, " What ,viU the consequence be," said 
Alexander, " if I should touch this?" pointing 
to another. The master replied: " It is totally 
" ilumaterial,vith a personage who is to be a 
" king, but it concerns a person who ,vould 
" be a good performer on musical instruments." 
Alexander afterwards listened. ,vith delight 
only to music of a strong and nlanly character, 
and discouraged ,vith decided ant~pathy soft ef. 
feminate airs, as tending to corrupt the manners. 
Consistently ,vith this discriminating partiality 
ilnd dislike, Timotheus, a celebrated musician, 
attracted his marked notice and favour: this 
unequalled master moulded his art to the gran., 



Chap. III. TO QUINTUS CURTIUS. 29. 

deur of Alexander's conceptions; and on one oc .. 
casion so ravished the conqueror of Persia by 
Phrygian airs, that the magic of his lyre resem~ 
bled divine inspiration in its effect upon the 
king, ,vho started transported to seize his arms, 
as though the appearance of an hostile army had' 
a\vakened his heroisnl. 

Before Alexander received tIle three books 
of rhetoric frOin Aristotle, he had the benefit of 
instructions from Anaximenes Lampsacenus, a 
professor ofeloquence. One result of this con
nection \vas, to preserv~ the city of Lampsa.. 
cum ,vhen Alexander had determined to destroy 
it, because it had espoused the interests of the 
Persians. Alexander, beholding Anaximenes 
\vhile approaching ,vithout the ,valls, and ap
prehending that the rhetorician intended to pe
tition for an amnesty to his country, s\vore,' by 
the deities of Greece, 'that he \vould not grant 
, that ,vhich h~ should request.' Anaxilnenes, 
l1aving overheard this, \vith great presence of 
Inind inlplored t~le conqueror" to destroy Lanlp " 
" saculn." Alexander, bound to nlercy by his 
oath, all:~ cllarmed to generosity by his old pre
ceptor's address, spared the city, and granted an 
unqualified pardon to the inhabi tan ts. 

Not inheriting his father's partiality to play .. 
,ers,,: Alexander despised COMEDIANS, as a class 
,vhose profes;ion did not harmonize \vith his de.. 
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sIgns; for he conceived that ;their exhibitions 
tended to vitiate publick morals *. Pugilistic 
lithlctee, or prize-fighting champions, were gene ... 
rally encouraged to act prominent parts in the 
games. and spectacles of Greece: but these like
,vise were excluded from the patronage of the 

. " ~ In support of the above passag~, Freinsllemius cites At~en. pr. 
lib. xiii. Dia. Chrysost.orat. 2; Pluto cap. 6: Dr. Gillies, in his 
History of Greece, cites Pluto orate 2. de Fortun. Alexancl. in. sup
port of the following different representation.' "ALEXANDER; DU~ 
" RING HIS EARLY YOUTH, TOOK DELIGHT J"N DRAMATIC ENTERTAIN
"?dENTS. Thessalus was his fiwourite actor, but Athenadorus was 
~, more approved by the publick. To Athemidorus, the magistrates; 
" who, according to the Grecian custom, were appointed to decide 
" the pretensions of rival candidates for theatrical fame, adjudged 
" the prize of merit. The young hero declared, that this decisio~,: 
" gave him more pain than he would have felt at the loss of his in~ 
" heritance." These two statements are not so mutually repuguimt; 
as they may at the first glance seem; and ifone stubborn particle of 
disagreement seems to perplex reconciliation, it may bepennitted 
the translator to observe, that that part of the quotation from Dr. 
Gillies, which represents Alexander in his early youth to have taken 
delight in dramatic entertainments, unguarded as it is by any quali .. 
. fying expression, is not borne out by the passage referred to in Plu. 
tarch. In other respects, to hannonize the two accounts, it is suffi
cient merely to bring forward the circumstance, that Thessalus and 
Athenadorus were TRAGEDIANS; without adverting to the advan .. · 
cedperiod of Alexander's life inwhich their rivalryJ prevailed, and) 
with it, to the probability that when victory had showered on Alex
ander inexhaustible means of splendour and luxury, he resigned 
some severities which both Greeks and Asiatics must have regarded 
as singular. The comedy of the day might, in Alexander's youth, 
have shocked him by its coarse personality and indecent buffoonery; 
and such a governor as Leonidas, would either engage or confirm him 
in the revolt, 



31 Chap. III. TO QUINTUS CURTIUS. 

son of Philip, perhaps because he regarded them 
as pampered drones, ,vh<? ,vasted, in tricks upon 
a stage, that union of strength and activity 
,vhich would have been usefully exerted in the 
service of their country. Alexander, ho,vever, 
attentively cherished all arts incontestably be
neficial, without narrowly regarding their affinity 
,vith his o\vn studies; and his favourable recep
tion of the useful and ingenious, attracted to his 
court superior artists from all parts of the ,vorld; 
to lay at his feet specimens of their ability; for 
which they c~mmonly received immense sums, 
from a magnificent king 'whose fortune ~as as 
expansive as his mind. And it ,vas the common 
practice ofAlexander to transmit liberal presents 
to inhabitants of remote places ,vho possessed 
conspicuous virtue" talents, or erudition. This 
fostering procedure conduced to multiply learned 
men and excellent artists to such a degree, that 
scarcely in the age of our own Augustus, did 
useful enlployments, elegant arts, . and scientific 
studies, flourish lll'Ore luxuriantly. Nothing is 
more incontestable, than that the manners and 
pursuits of the people are influenced by the ex
mnple of the prince; and that the inlprovement, 
or declension, of a nation, reflects honor, or dis
grace; upon those ,vho govern. 
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CHAP., IV. 

Alexander's enthusiastic. admiration of l!omer.. 
Sketch of his manners. He tames Bucephalus. 

ABOVE all the monument's of antiquity, Alex
ander esteemed the ,vorks of Homer. That poet 
he considered to be the only ,sage who had 
given a consummate description of the ,visdom 
by,vhich empires subsist; and he so passion
ately venerated him, that he was called Homer's 
lover. He ,vas accustomed to carry the Iliad 
and Odyssey ahvays about his person; and on 
retiring to bed, laid them, with his s\vord, un
der his pillow; he styled them his "military 
" Viaticum, and the elenlents of ,varlike vir
"tue." He accounted Achilles happy in hav~ 
ing his heroic actions celebrated by 1VIreonides.. 

Among the treasures taken at Damascus, 
was a casket of inestimable materials and exqui
site ,vorkmanship, in which the Persian king 
had kept rare and costly perfumes. Alexan
der's attendants, presenting the box, asked him., 
, To ,vhat use it should be applied?' He' an
s,vered, "We ,vi,ll dedicate it to Homer, since it 
" is reasonable, that the lllost valuable produc
" tion of human intellect should be preserved 
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" in the finest piece of manual art." Hence the 
most correct copy. of that poet's works, ,vhich 
Alexander had obtained, after .lnuch research, 
was called "the edition of the casket." 

.,O~ a subsequent occasion, Alexander sa,v a 
messenger hastily approaching,. with his, right 
hand stretched forward, and anti~ipated ,vel
COll1C expressed in his count.enance, as if confi~ 
dent that .his inte11igence would be gratefuL 
" What· news can you tell me," said the king, 
" that is ,vorthy so:much joy, unless it be that 
" HOlner is restored to life?" The IVlacedonian 
hero, on the sumlnit of success, deemed that 
there ,vanted this.alone to complete his happi
ness-:;-a writer qualified to perpetuate his glory. 

.By repeatedly reading the poenls· of Homer, 
Alexander had them nearly all by memory; so 
that ·he quoted . them fanliliarly and appositely; 
and no person could judge of them more justly. 
rIe ,vas charmed ,vith the fuotai heauty of the 
Yerse, wherein Agame1nnon is praised, both as a 
good king and a. brave ,varrior; feeling that it 
contained strong incentives to ~irtue, he made 
it the great standard of his Inanners. 

~1aster of liberal arts and accolnplishments, 
Alexander preserved in his deportlnent a dignity 
suitable' to his fortune; ,vhile he avoided the 
11aughty and libertine conduct ,vhich usually 
accOlnpanies the possessIon of uncontrouled 

VOL. I. D 
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po,ver. His habilin1ents scarcely distinguished 
hin1 frOIll a private person; and he declared it 
to be his opinion, that a prince ought to surpass 
his subjects rather in the culture of virtue than 
in the assulnption of exterior ornament. His 
temper ,vas cheerful; and he ,vas affable to his 
attendants, ,vithout sinking to familiarities that 
would have made him little. He affected 110 

distaste for ,vine, but avoided intoxication; and 
'vhen relaxing ,vi th his friends, prefened con
versati~n to drinking. He appeared to have 
extinguished voluptuous wishes, rather than to 
have regulated them; and from his indifference 
to the charming half of society, it ,vas appre
hended that the house of Macedonia ,vould be 
left without an heir. Afterwards, he held it as 
an inviolable la,v, that he ought not to invade 
a subject's c~njugal rights. To these max... 
ims of life and manners he long adhered; and 
acted the part of a great and ,vorthi king, till 
the violent itnpetus of a current of uninterrupted 
success shook his moderation, ,vhich by degrees 
he en tirel y los t. 

The young prince astonished his father and 
the court, by his dexterity in Inanaging the 
horse Bucephalus, a name given to the anin1al 
from his being marked ,vith t~e figure of an 
ox's head. Thessal y ,vas then famous for its 
breed of fine horses, yet none of that country 
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could be compared to Bucephalus for beauty or 
vigor; . Philonicus, a Pharsalian, considering the 
noble aniInal to deserve an illustrious ll1aster; 
brought hhn to PhiIlp, and offered to 

h· .c. 1 "lITh . h· .£ 8600.sell un lor sIxteen ta ents. yv en te 
partie,s had reached a plain where the horse's 
speed and temper ,vere to be tried; and one of 
the king's grooms attempt'ed to lllount hiIn, the 
aniInal, refusing to be touched, reared and pIun..; 
gee!" violently; and his fierceness nlade each or 
the officet~ and servants ,vho approached to 
nlount hilll, relinquish the attempt. Philip 
tegarding so ,vild and unmanageable an aniInal 
as useless, desired that he might he led a,vay, 
Alexander, ho,vever, on hearing this order, 
cried out: "vVhat an excellent horse are ,ve 
" going to lose, for ,vaht of address and bold .. 
" ness to mount him I" The king at first con~ 
sidered this exclalnation to proceed from juve
nile rashness; hut on Alexander's insisting that 
it ,vas practicable to ride the horse, pennitted 
hiln to .make the experilnent, on condition that 
he should forfeit the pl'ice deulanded for it ifhe 
failed. The young prince, exulting, advanced 
to Bucephalus, and seized his bridle; he had 
observed that the aninlal· had started at 'rth~ 
Illotion of his own shaelo,v, he therefore turned 
his head to,vard the sun. Still the horse's fury 
is not much abated;' Alexander strokes his 

n2 
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mane, and speaks to him in: a soo~hing ,Voice..· 
Still the horse foams with rage; but the prince, 
having gently thro,vn aside his cloak, vaults
into the saddle. Bucephalus, unused to obey, 
plunges, rears, strikes up his hind-feet, tosses his 
neck and' head, and struggles to overcome the 
controul of the bit, in order. that he may dart 
a,vay ungoverned. ,Alexander relaxes the for .. 
,vard rein, at. the. SaIne moment spurring the 
horse, and ,vith cheering tones animating him 
to exert all· his s,viftness. After.flying over a 
long space, the ,vearied animal showed an incli
nation to ·stop; the prince, again spur~ing him, 
kept him at his full speed till his spirit was en
tirely subdued. After which, he returned ,vith 
the horse gentle and tractable. When.the prince 
alighted, his father, embracing him ,vith tears 
of joy and kissing him, said" " My son, seek 
" out a larger empire, for 1\1acedon is too small 
" -for so vast a spirit." Bucephalus ever after
,yards obeyed Alexander ,vith uniform submis

oJ' 

sion, ,vhile he mai~tained his original fierceness 
to,vards other persons. The. noble animal ac
cOlnpanied his master through successive la
bours and dangers, till ~e was killed in the 
battle against. Porus. "Alexander taming his 
" . horse," ,vas a subject which the nlost emi
nent artists of that age were elllulous. to cele
btate: t,vo luarble equestrian statues, of inimi
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table ,yorklllanship, ,vhich still remain in astate 
of preservation, are believed by several ,vriters, 
·who possess judgment in sculpture, to represent 
this occurrence, and to have been executed by 
Phidias and Praxiteles as a. trial of skill. 

CHAP. V. 

Ale.l'ander, entrusted with tIle government in Phi
lip's absence, subdues the revolted Medari. He 
'rescues his father in a sedition oj" tlze Triballi. 
Slcetch of Philip's career and policy. The Illy
rians are 1'educed by Ale:rander. The Athe
nians oppose Philip; and both send ambassad01's 
to Thebes" 

By these and silnilar proofs of genius and cou
rage, Alexander rose so high in the estimation 
of Philip, that ,vhen the king marched to be
siege Byzantium, such confidence had he in the 
abilities of his son, then but sixteen years of 
age, that he entrusted hinl to conduct the af
fairs of Macedonia in his absence. The Medari, 
inhabiting a city in ~~race subject to 1\rIaceda
nia, conceiving the government to have been 
left in incOlnpetent hands, seized this opportu
nity, as favouring a revolt ,vhich they had long 
tp.editated. The young prince sa,v it as an QP~ 
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portunity to display his courage and talents; 
and prolnptly moved, on an expedition to check 
their open rebellion, with the COllllnanders and 
forces \vhich his father had left under his orders~ 
Having. taken l\Tedari by storm, and exil~d the 
insurgents, he gave their city to a colony col~ 

lect~d frOIll nations less barbarous than the na
tives; and the ne\v inhabitants called the place 
Alexandrinopolis, after the name of their found
~r. Though Philip viewed this decisive affair 
'with satisfaction, stillhe feared that Ale~ander 
might be, drawn, by so auspicious a beginning, 
into undertakings above hIs ability, &hould h(! 
be left to his own unassisted discretion; . the 
king tlierefor~ sent for his. son, in order that, 
under his tuition, and 'with the benefi t of his 
example, the young hero Inight learn to mode~ 
rate ardour by prudence, while he assisted in. 
the reduction of the cities of the Chersonesus 
by his spirit and alacrity. 

The sieg~ of Byzantiulll had no,v been pro
tracted ~ ~onsiderable time; the bravery of the 
inhabitants, seconded by succours froln Chios 
a?d Rhodes, had prev~nted Philip froln redu
cing the place; at length a strong reinforce ... 
ment of Athenians, \vhich had been debarked in 
the city, and ,vhich ,vas COillIuanded by Pho
cion, deprived him of all expectations of suc
cess. Difficulties multiplying round Philip, 
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nlade hin1 solicitous to break up from before 
the city 'with safety to his Inen; and he found 
a pretext, under 'which he sheltered his honour 
as a conlnlander. 

On a previous occasion, Athea~, king of the 
Getre, a people of Scythia, had applied for the 
interposition of Philip, to repel a fonnidable' 
inroad of the Istrians; promising, if the Mace .. 
£Ionian anns should rescue him from' his despe
~rate situation, to Inake Philip his heir. Soon 
after, -however, the sudden death of the general 
of the Istrians relieved Atheas fronl apprehen
sion; and he sen t back the IVlacedonian forces 
lvhich had been detached to his aid, «;tt the sanle 
tilne refusing to fulfil his promise, ·which he 
denied having Inade, adding, 'That he neither 
, ,van ted their assistance, nor Philip as an heir; 
, that he had troops sufficient to defend hiIn 
~ against his enelnies, and that he had a son to 
, succeed him in his kingdOln.' Philip, in
censed at his duplicity, avowed a detennination 
to take immediate vengeance; raised the siege 
of Byzantium; and n;arched his troops into 
Scythia. ~n a general engagenlent' with the 
Bal~barians, he defeated then1 by the 111asterly 
disposition of his anny, notwithstanding their 
superiority in number. The fruits of the vic
tory \vere a long train of female captives and 
children; innumerable groups of cattle, which 
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l110ved \vith the army of the Get"?, and consti"'! 
tuted the ,vealth of a people, ,vho boasted that 
they could combat with cold, poverty, and fa
mine; a proportion of anns and war-chariots *, 
,vhich the' Macedonians preserved as trophies; 
and t\venty thousand mares, kept for breeding 
w'ar-horses"vhich Philip proposed to transport 
to his stud at Pella. This spoil, altogether, 
-,vas of a kind rather to encumber than enrich 
the victors. 

To Philip, on his way to Scythia, had been 
granted an unconditional passage through the 
country of the Triballi, ,vho then displayed 
every appearance of submissiont. These peo
ple, however, in order to extort a share of the 
booty, ,vith which Philip ,vas returning-,-hav
ing seized all the defiles, opposed his march in. 
a narrow situation, near the Mresian mountains, 
,vhere his immense equipage and baggage em
'barrassed his nl0vements. This unexpected at~ 
tack threw the lVlacedonian ~rn\y into confu~ 
sion. At the same mOlnent, some Greek 111er
cenaries in the service of Philip made a silnilar 
'demand ,vith the Triballi, and fle,v to arms to 
enforce it t: this produced a conflict behveen 
the merc~naries and the nativelVlacedonians. 
1 t ,vas a severe vicissitude for a commander 

• Justin, lib. ix. 2. t Ibid, lib. ix. 3. t Curt. lib. viii. 1. 
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flushed with recent victory, suddenly to see his 
army surrounded and assailed by perfidious al
lies, and engaged in its O\V11 destruction: ~he 

king rushed to the spot ,vhere the tUlnultuous 
carnage ,vas most violent, and for· a long tilne 
fought \vith preyailing bravery. At length his 
horse sunk under hinl, ,vounded; and the same 
~weapon .which had penetrated the beast, pierced 
the thhrh of the rider, ,vho no\v lay 01 1 ~ '!Jmp. ex•• 

senseless on the ground, surrounded A. C.3·10. 

by ferocious enemies. The· young AleJ.'. tEtat. 11. 

prince Alexander, ,vho had rivalled Philip in 
·heroic acts, flew, ,vith his noblest and bravest 
attendants, . to the rescue of his father.· He 
himself covered hinl ,vith his shield; the ene
·my ,vas repulsed, and the king conveyed in 
safety frolll the tUlllUlt. His danger inspired 
the ~1acedonians ,vit11 the furious spiloit of 
revenge; and the Triballi, ,vho shrunk f1"0111 
their decisive attack, fled and dispersed: but, 
during ·the disorder· of the ~1acedonians, the 
Barbarians had seized the opportunity to carry 
off the greatest part of the hooty~ 

Philip's ,vound ,vas follo\ved by a permanent 
Jamenes·s; a~ inconv~ni~nce ,vhich he is repre
sented to have borne ,vith great impatience. 
On one occasion, ,vhena peevish expression had 
·escaped hinl, Alexan,der calmed him by all al1
~wer ,vhich has been deservedly celebrated: 
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". How can you, Sir,. regret an accident, ,vhich, 
" at every step you tak~, recals your valour to 
" reluembrance?" 

At this stag~ of his career, Philip had re~ 
ceived a variety of \vounds, and had been ex ... 
posed to a series of iIllminent dangers, sufficient 
to repress an ordinary courage; and his acqui.;. 
sitions of po,ver and fame might have satisfied 
a ·reasonable alubition. lIe had triumphed over 
Pausanias *. and Argmus t, two active compe .. 
titors with hilll for the throne, and thus secured 
its peaceable possession. Macedonia;,vhen he 
undertook the govenlluent, was pressed, and in 
great part overrun, by fOlH formidable eneI11ies; 
the Preonians, the Thracians, the Illyrians, and 
the Athenians t; these his anns and policy had 
vanquished, converted· into allies and tribllta
ries, or neutralized II. The publick calall1ities, 
previous to his reign, had· rendered gold so 
scarce in his kingdoll1, that to Philip, a solitary 
cup of that n1etal appeared of so luuch value, 
that, to ensure it safe custody, when he retired 
to rest, it was placed on his pillow §: this pub
lic penury· l1e had gradually trans1l1uted into 

* Diod. Sic. 1. xvi. 3. Thucyd. 1. ii, S7. 

t Demost. in Aristoc. t Diod. Sic. l. xvi. 2, 71. 


II Ibid. 4. Demost. Olynth. iii. 6. iEschin. in Ctes. sect. 27, SO. 
Athen. I. xiii. p. 557. l£schin. de fal. leg. sect. 26. Dem. de faI. 
leg. sect. 42, 47,52. 

§ Athen. l. iv. p. 155~ 
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opulence: his first advances in Thrace made 
hiIll permanently master.of Crenidm, which re
cei ved frOlll the \ conqueror the ne,,, name of 
Philippi; . to. this place ,vere appended gold 
ll1ines, from ·,vhich· he derived all annual Te.. 
venue of ten thousand talents *. 

~ . fl" .£2,tl50,OOO.The Important CIty 0 Anlp npohs ·he . 
had reunited to 11acedon t. His KINGDOM, in
cluding Thessaly, ,vhich he in effect eonlIlland ... 
.ed, ,vas NOW bounded by the lake Lycnitis, on 
th~ north-lvest, ,vhence it extended on the oppo
site .side to the Thracian sea; the Pindus chain of 
Inountains formed its south-western frontier; the 
oblique direction, of those nlountains left the 
Thessalian part of his territory a narrow,Iimit7 

on the south, touching Locris and Phocis; and 
its eastern indented outline 'v.as ,vashed by the 
l"Egean s~a t. The Chalcidian territories Philip 
had acquired rather by bribes than force of 
arms\\; and,. notwithstanding an eXaIl1ple at 
its very doors, had been &ufFered to reduce Oly12
tllliS apd its 'dependencies, by influencing the 
}Janislunellt of Apollonidcs, an upright and able 
general, and b>'" corrupting the leaders, Euthy

ij; Diod. Sic. 1. xvi. 9. Asclepiodotus in Seneca. Nat. Qures. 

J. v. p. 7G5. Ed. Lips. 
t Diod. Sic. I. xvi. 8. Dem. Olyn. iii. 6. 
t Leland's Philip. vo!' i. 125. vo!' ii. 39. 


II Dem. de t~tl. leg. sect. 7:J. Diod. Sic. 1. xvi. 52~ 53~ 
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crates and Lasthenes, ,vho concerted the surren .. 
der of the city oK: ,The Thessalians had lost 
their freedom' by calling in Philip to support'it; 
hehad divided the country into ,four districts, 
and appointed the chiefs; their cavalry, "the 
best in Greece, were obliged, to attend him in 
his ,vars; the directi9n of the,ir revenue he as
sumed; their ports and shipping ,vere, by trea ... 
ty, at his disposal; ~he remonstrances ,vhich he 
provoked fromthese subservient allies, by filling 
Magnesia and Pagasre with Macedonian garri .. 
5011S, he disregarded or eluded; by intriguing 
,vith Eudicus and Simo, h~ had extended his 
grasp to the fortress of Larissa; . hvo other cor ... 
rupt Thessalian governors, Agathocles and Thra
5ideus, ,vhom he flattered \vith small commands, 
connived at his holding Pherre and Echinus; 
lastly, he had publickly purchased the to\vn of 
Antron, which commanded the Euripus ofCha}.... 
cis t. Pursuing a course in Thrace, COln~ 

pounded of open conquest and insidious en
croachment, he had followed the poss.ession of 
Philippi, by taking the city of Methonet, situ
'a.ted on the Thermaic bay, at the distance of 
forty stadia [four Dliles and a half] from Pydna; 

"" Dion. Halic. Ep. ad Amm. t. vi. p. 736. 
t Diod Sic. lib. xvi. P 418. Dem. de Corona, sect. 15. D,~~.. 

Phil. ii. 4. Phil. iii. 6, 7. Phil. iv. 3. Athen. 1. vi. p. 259~ 
t, Dem. Phil. i. 13. Diod. Sic. 1. xvi. 34. 
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had intruded forces into Pydna, an(i' Potidrea 
anothernlaritime city * j had become master of. 
the prolnontories Pallene and AlTIpelus; occu
pied the cities of Ganos Ergiske: ceasing to· 
dissemble with his ally Cersobletes;he had de
posed him, confined him to the Sacred l\fount, 
and extorted fro111 him his son as an hos-
tage t: the Macedonial1 king, liberal of protec
tion, had erected forts in the dOlninions of Ci
thelas, another petty sovereign of Thrace, and 
imposed a tribute on the people amounting to a. 
tenth of the revenue: his conquest of the Odrys
sian Thrace was . nearly' comp1etet. Under 
sinlilar pretensions, he 'had amused1 and no,v 
governed, the -inhabitants of Cardia in the 
Chersonesus II. He had reduced Cappadocia 
to bea province of lVlacedon §; had made suc
cessful incursions into Illyria and Dardania ~; 
and had disposed of the cro,vn of Epirus **. 
He had attained the ilTIportant object of being. 
a(hnitted a member of the Hellenic body, en
titled to send representatives to the council of 
the Alnphictyonstt: his'great design ,,,~as to be

$ Dem. Phil. i. Q. t lEschin. in Ctes. sect. 30. 

t Dem. de faJ. leg. sect. 47. Lucian. Encom. Dem .. 
II Phil. Lit. ad Athen. § Just. I. viii. 3. 
~ Ibid. 6. Apollod.Lit. ** Diod. Sic. 1. xvi. 72. 

tt Diod. Sic. xvi. 59, 60. Dem. de puce in fin. Dem. de faI. 
leg. SO. 
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come sovei'eign of Greece, to\vard the accom..; 
plishment of _\vhich he had considerably ad..; 
vanced. ,Sparta and Athens \vere the po\vers 
1110st able to oppose his enterprizes: but l1ehad 
,veakened and enlbarrassed both. His profes~ 
sion of disinterested readiness to suceour the 
oppressed, revived as uniforn11y as it 'vas falsi,J 
fled, had drawn frOln the Argians and Jlfcsse..: 
nians a request, that he \\ionld interpose; and 
assert, against Sparta, their rights to govern 
thenlselves as - distinct states; a1id that he' 
would settle the boundaries between thenl :he 
ans\vered their application by, landing a force iii 
Laconia; the Peloponnesians cro,vcled to his 
standard; this prompt coapetation enabled hini 
to reduce the fortress of Trinasus, and to dic
tate to Laced~moll a treaty, marking a boun.. 
oary favourable to Argos) and recognising the 
separate sovereignty of ~1essenia; his plan' \vas 
to en1brace Sicyonia in the league, and he se
cured the liberty of the confederated' cities by 
placing at their head men devoted to hiIll * . 
.lJfegara, after being alternately subject to the 
Spartans and Athenians, no,v posse~sed nominal 
independence, under the auspices of Philip, to 
,vhose good offices it had been consigned by 
Pteodorus and Perilaus, as far, as the influence 

* Phil. ii. Tourr. Sommaire. Frontin. lib .. iii. 8', 1. StrabO' 
lib. viii. p. 361. Dem. de Corona, 91. 
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of those corrupt citizens extended *. To repeat 
transactions between Cunning and Fatuity: he 
l1ad induced the Aclueans and .lEtolians to make 
hitn arbiter in a dispute respecting the city of 
Naupactus; of \yhich, after they had entrusted 
it to his hands, . he kept an unrelaxing hold t. 
Sapping further the out,Yorks of Sparta, he had 
loosened, if not destroyed, the dependence of 
Arcadia upon the pr~ncipal state t. While thus 
conducting his approaches on every side of 
Sparta, he feared directly to assail her, having 
experienced that her public ll1en were tincor
rllpt II. Luxurious Corinth felt not in her 
extremities only, but in her bosoln, the effects 
of his system: Philip, indeed, to allay in the 
Athenians a spirit ~f opposition excited by De
1110sthenes, had relinquished the siege of-Anl .. 
bracia, a Corinthian settlenlent in Epirus; and 
here the artifice of appearing to recede, ended; 
he forcibly reduced the city of Leucas, another 
colony froln the Isthmus; ,yhile, by his crea
ture Delnaratus, and other residents in Corinth, 
,vhom his bribes had vitiated, he completely 
governed the parent state'; l1aving here inso
lently appeared as a spectator at the public 
ga~es, the people so abused by their leaders, 
~·eceiyed. him ,vith delllonstrations of disgust, 

'* Olivo I. xi. p. 152. Dem. de fal. leg. sect. 83. 
t Dero., Phil. iii. sect. 1. t Pausan. in Aread. II Ibid. in A<;lmicis. 
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an affront w:hich he l1ad the policy to overlook 
at the monlent, though he appears to have 
'va~ted t~e nlagnaninlity to forget or to pardon 
it, as, at the destruction of Phocis, he involved 
Corinth in a deprivation of privileges, a~d by 
the transfer of them to himself increased his 
own ascendancy *. In the SACRED W AR-· 

as: the contest for tl1e possession of the ~elnple 
at Delphi . ,vas termed, ,vhich ,vas maintained, 
under various reverses, betw'een the P hocians 
and their allies against the Locrians and theil' 
allies; in t1~is ,val', by ,vhich some of the fairest 
and strongest countries of Greece ,vere deso...· 
lated and enfeebled, - Philip long concealed his 
intentions to interfere, satisfied if he could keep 
alive the general indignation against the Pho
cians.. 'Vhen, at length, the nlagnitude of his 
military preparations, and their object, could 
not be disguised; he amused the Athenians, (to 
,vhom Phocis ,vas a barrier,) by p~nnitting 
thenl to hope, that he ,vould Inerely complete 
the punishment ofsacrilegious individuals, 'vhich 
the Phocians thelnselves had already begun, and 
that he ,vould not proceed to the extrenlity of 
subverting the Phocian statet: at the Satne tilne, 
py artful representations, he effected in the Blinds 

• PInt. in Apophth. Lucian de Conscrib. Hist. p. 347, S·tS. Dio(l. 
Sic. Hb. xl·i. 60. And see, illfra, page 50. 


t Dem. def.lI. leg. sect. llO. 
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of the Phocians themselves, a distrust of Lace
dremon their public-spirited and powerful ally *. 
Under the pretence of supporting the cause of 
'Apollo, Philip's army no,v advanced: Phaleu.. 
ellS, ,vho, ,vith eight thousand Phocians, ,vas 
charged to defend "the pass at Thermopylre, 
,vas allured to a negociation; and the indecision 
of this general surrendered, w~thout a struggle, 
the key of Greece, merely stipulating for the 
advantage of retiring unmolested t. The treln" 
bling inhabitants, destltute of d.efence, signed a 
treaty, iinplicitly submitting the punishment of 
the violators of the' temple to the decision of 
the Macedonian invader, ,vith a vague reserva .. 
tion that the state should be spared. Philip 
convened the Alnphictyonic council to deter.. 
luine the fate of Phocis; the deputies of the 
Thessalians, Locrians, and Breotians, all devoted 
to him, only \vere present. Under 'their decree, 
or rather under the latitude ofadvantages ,vhich 

,the prostrate arid desperate condition of the 
Phocia~s gave to their \Tindictive enemies, 
t,venty ,valled cities, the ornament and boast of 
Phocis, ,vere dismantled, and redllced to ham
lets of sixty houses each; of the ,vretched in
~abitants-,who saw their PU?lic edifices,f their 

'* lEschin. de falleg. sect. 41. Dem. de fal. leg. sect.1S. 
t Dem. Phil. ii. sect. 4. De pace,. sect. 5. Lucchesini in PhjJ~ ~. 

Diod. Sic. lib. xvi. 59. 
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teJnples, . and· the tombs of their ancestors de.. 
stroyed-the bulk were driven into' slavery~ 
The transfer to Philip of their privilege to send 
representatives to the council of the Alnphic
tyons, greatly increased his influence over 
Greece: from the Corinthians, as allies of Pho
cis, at the saIne time \vere torn the privileges of 
presiding at the Pythian games, and of superin
tending the oracle; .,vhich ,vere to be thence
forth exercised by Philip, by the Breotians, and 
by the Thessalians conjointly *. Philip deli~ 

vered the custody of Thermopylre to the Thessa ... 
lians, and g~rrisoned Nicrea \vith Macedonians, 
by ,vhich he in effect commanded those impor
tant streits t; thus he was enabled to intimi
date Thebes to\vards an alliance with him, and 
jnto a d~re]iction of the aJliance of Athens~' 
Further, by the possession of Thermopy Ire, 
he had Inade an opening for a DIRECT incursion 
into Athens at the llloment ,vhich he lnight se
lect. His CIRCUITOCS hostilities against At
tica, ,were, not confined to l1is proceedings in 
Olynthus,or in the Chersonesus,or to the other 
~.ncroachments already r~lated: he had taken 
,'the islands of Lemnos and Ilnbrost, and the 

.. Dem. de fal. leg. sect. 21. Dem. de Corona, sect. 12; et Phit~ 
iii. ~ect. 8. Diod. SiC;. lib. xvi. 60. Pausan. in Phoc. 

t Dem. Phil. iii; sect. 3, 8. Dem. Orate in Lit. sect. g.' 
1 Leland's Philip. iii. 1•. 
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island of Halonesus *; he had subjected all the 
tract between the rivers N essus and Hebrus, 
,vhencepursuing his encroachments,. he might. 
soon grasp the cities on the Propontis t: from: 
the Athenian dependency of Eubrea, indeed, his. 
forces, \vith his creatures Hipparchus, Clitar-: 
chus, Philistides, and Automedon, had been ex
pelled by the policy of Demosthenes,. secorided 
by the nlilitary skill of Phocion t: but \vhile. 
Philip had footing there, he had demolished the) 
fortifications of ·Porthmus,. and arranged mea-: 
sures for invading the island at a future time II.: 
Even as a naval power, Macedonia.' had begun. 
successfully to rival Athens ; Philip's fleet had: 
surprised several transports of the Athenians;, 
Amyntas, his vigilant admiral, by successful en
terprizes, disconcerted t~leir naval e~peditions;. 
making a bold descent on the coast of Attica,; 
he 'had insulted the ,A thenians by capturing the 
sacred galley at 1\1arathon; he had debarked, 
forces at Salanlis, and other islands under the 
protection' of their state, whence he had carried 
aWay nUluerous prisoners; and he had defeated 
their fleet off Byzantium §. But the most la-, 
luentable symptom of debility in Athens, ,vas 

• Epist. Phal. .t Dem. Phil. iii. 4. Olivo lib. xii. p. 196. 
1 Diod. Sic. lib. xvi. 74. 'II Dem~ Phil. iii. l~i-14. 

§ I.eland's Philip iii. 1. Dem. de Corona, 23.. Hesyc4ius de 
~tu Oib. .. 
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the profligacy of"the public ll1en: her orators, 
by whom proceedings relative to the state ,vere 
Inaterially influenced, were, the major part, in 
the pay of Philip; and Athenian a1nbassadors 
at the court of Pella, had been found flagitious 
enough to expose to the intriguing Macedonian 
the ,veak parts of their country *'. 

At length, the people of Attica, alarmed by 
the encroachments of Philip, ,vere, by the elo
quence of Delnosthenes, continned in the resolu .. 
tion to oppose his progress; the Athenian commu
nity no,v perceived, that the most solemn pacific 
engagelnents would not prevent him from acting 
as an enemy. in the cahn of peace, if, by a sud
den stroke, he could seize an advantage; and 
their great orator impressed on them the danger 
of inactivity, ,vhile the bold and politic ~Iace
donian ,vas pursuing his plans~ On the oth~r 
hand, Philip sa,v it necessary no longer to dis
semble his resentment against the Athenians,. 
,vho had caused his late Iniscarriage at Byzan
tium, by exciting the citizens of Chios and 
Rhodes to pour succours into the pl.ace, and by 
sending thither, on their o,vn part, a fleet of an 
hundred and hventy sail, with land-forces under 
Chares, a cOlnluander ,vho ,vas aftenvards s\'\
p'ers~ded by Phocion t. Pl~ilip,' '~hile the. 

* Dem. de faJ.leg. sect. 42. De Corona, sect. 48, 49. 
t Pluto in vito Phocion.. 
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,vound ,vhich he had received in the coun .. 
try of the Triballi ,vas under cure, had nlade 
fornlidable preparations for ,var, incessantly but 
covertly; intending to fall upon the Athenians 
,vhen their suspicions should be lulled, and 
their 111eans of defence lo,v. 'For keeping on 
foot a large' army, his constant pretext had 
been, that it was a ll1ere l11easure of vigilance 
against the Illyrians; and that fierce people, 
iUlpatient of subjection, had, in truth, attenlpt~ 
ed to break the yoke ,vhich he had imposed. 

Alexander had, mean,vhile, been detach~d 
against these Barbarians, ,vhoffi he soo'n defeated 
and dispersed. This success, and his judicious 
Ineasures to prevent them fr0111 again revolting, 
together ,vitha: recollection of his previous 
achievements, inspired his countrynlcn \vith 
high expectations from his fortunc and ability: 
nor did he materially differ fr0111 theln in their 
estitnate of the" great young prince," for he be
gan to conceive 11inlself competent to the C011

duct of a call1paign, or the governl11cnt of a pro":' 
vince, unassisted by his' father's direction. These 
transactions ~appened during the extraordinary 
military preparations in Macedon, ,vhich pro~ 
ceeded unremittingly for hvo years. 

The politic Philip also elllployed the ,va'r 
upon the Amphissrearis, in ,vhich he professed to 
interfere as the vindicator of the Amphictyol1s 
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and Apollo, as a mask fOJ; asselnbling an army, 
more, in a vast disproportion, than adequate to 
that object: He had been appointed general of 
the Greeks by a decree of the Amphictyons, to 
chastise the insolence of a pal:t of the Locrians 
called OZ,olre, inhabitants of Amphissa, 'who, in 
contempt of the authority of the Amphictyonic 
council, co'ntinued to occupy the territory of 
Cyrrha, a tract of land dedicated to A poll~. 
The Amphissreans, at first, to gain tilne, dis
sembled subnlission, 'and entered into a treaty. 
with Cottyphus, the general ~ent with the con
currence of Philip against them: but they after .... 
'wards refused,to execute the treaty; and, in a 
skirmish, ,vounded Cottyphus, and destroyed or 
dispersed his attendants *. . 

Now, Philip had completed his preparations, 
and the recent conduct of the Amphissreans fur
nished him 'with a pretext for transporting his 
anny into Greece.. He had induced the ...1.theni
ans to renlove their fleet fronl a station where it 
:would have obstructed the descent of his arma-. 
~ent, ~y contriying that they should intercept 
letters fronl himself to Antipater, signifying 
~~at comUlotions in Thrace required his pre
sence there t. 'Vhile the people of Attica repo,,: 
sed on his being engaged. in q. distant expedi. 

1# lEschin. in Ctes. t PQlyren. lib. iv. cap. 2. stratag. &, 
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tion, he, in the spring of the year, debarked' 
unllloiested near Amphissa. 

Philip' ,vas at that time in alliance· with the' 
Athenians; but this they vie,ved as a slender 
security, if the king could derive any advantage 
from perfidy*. A body of ten thousand mercena
ries, ,vhich they had hired to assist the Amphis
smans, ,vere, in the mean time, defeated t., The 
Athenian people. perceiving that the Macedo
nian army, under pretence of. completing the 
vengeance of the god,'was ready to enter At
,tica with fire .and s\vord, resolved to send an 
embassy to Philip to demand a truce, though at 
this titne no declaration of 'Val' had proceeded 
from either party. The anlhassadors ,vere com
nlissioned to exhort hin1, 'To preserve thathar
, lnony, and to adhere to those engagements, 
',vhich had hitherto subsisted between theIn, 
, or at least to refrain frol11 hostility till the 
~ spring ,vas advanced to the lnonth Thargelion. 
, In the mean time, the Athenians ,vould deli·, 
, berate on measures that might prevent or ac-' 
, commodate apprehended differences.' 

The inhabitants of Inenaced Attica sent ano
ther embassy to Thebes; proposing, by a vivid 
pi,cture of the common danger, to engage that 
state to cooperate in asserting the independence 

~ .• Dem. in Ctc~iphon. 52. t Ibid. Dem. de Corol}rto.. i 
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of Greece. But Philip preserved his connection 
,vith the Thebans, through the nlediation of his. 
partizans; the ~hief of ,vholn, Tilnolaus, Theo
giton, and An enuetas , had gr.eat influence over:, 
their countrymen. Having already overcome the 
Locrians and their confederates at Amphissa 0;. 
and confident of reaching his ultimate object, 
should he have to contend with the Athenians. 
~nly, he transported his army, by forced ll1ar-. 
ches, into Phocis. He surprized Elatea, a sta .... 
tion comnlanding equally the borders o~ Thebes 
and Attica, which he fortified and garrisoned, 
as though the vicinity 'vere tnarked out to be 
the seat of war. The ne\vs that Philip had ta
ken possession of Elatea first arrived at Athens 
late in the evening; the ,vhole city ,vas filled 
,vith consternation, ,vhich ,vas so long in subsi
ding, that \vhen the people had asselnbled early 
the next morning, and the cryer had invited 
any person ~o offer his sentinlents as to the nlea ... 
sures which Inight conduce to the pu~lick 

safety, no individual stood up to speak~ At 
length Denl0s~henes, to \vhom all eyes 'vere 
turn~d, arose: he concluded ashort oration, al
together suited to the crisis, by proposing, 'That 
C a fleet of tw'O hundred vessels should be equip.. 
C ped to cruise in the streits of T~~rnlopylre; 
, that the cavalry and infantry should ll1arch 
, under their respective generals to Eleusis; and 
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, that atnbassadors should be sent to the states 
, of Greece, particularly to the Thebans, whose 
, confines Philip more hnmediately threaten~ 
'cd.' Under a decree adopting this' proposi
tion, Chares and Lysicles ,vere appointed to 
command the forces, and Demosthenes was na
med at the head of the embassy to Thebes. 

Philip, ,vhose vigilance these proceedings 
could not elude, ,vas c'onvinced that he should 
be involved in a difficult ,var, should the two 
states confederate; for the Athenians ,vere still 
opulent and po,verflll; nor ,vere thenunlbers, 
and skill, and courage, of the Thebans to be 
lightly estimated; Fan1e still spoke of the battle 
of Leuctra, ,vhich had 'vrested the. sove~eignty 
of Greece from the Lacedrelnonians. In order to 
foil the Athenian politics, and to confirn1 his Gre
cian allies, Philip sent to Thehes, as his ambassa
dors, Alnyntas and Clcarchus, natives of 1\.face
don, accompanied by Python, the celebrated ora
tor of Byzantiuln. The. Thessalians deputed 
Daochus . and Thrasidmus, two creatures devo
ted to the court of Pella. Separate ministers 
,vent thither also on the part of the ..iEtolians, 
the Dolopes, the JEnians, and Phthiotes *. 

No,,,, at Thebes, the popular assembly ,vaS 
convened. The representatives of Philip had the 

f. Pluto in Dem. 
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distinction of fir~t addressing it; and Python, 
in the name of this prince and his allies, de .. 
livered this artful harangue: 

CI-IAP .. VI. 

The Speech of Python. 

it IF you ,vere not in alliance ,vith Philip,-if 
it the. Athenian army now possessed Elatea, 
" ,vhile the king relnained inactive in Mace
" donia,-yet, even then,> I can have no' doubt 
cc that you ,vould be desirous of his friendship 
U and alliance. For, indeed, ,vho ,vould not 
" ptefer the cooperation of a brave and po,ver
" ful king whose exploits are innulnerablc, to 
" connection ,vith a republic ,vhose reputation 
1(. and illusive splendour are superior to its 
1C strength? But, now, since that prince, 'vho. 
c, has victorious troops stationed in. ,vhat Inay 
" be considered the very gates of your city, is 
'" your friend and protector ;-and since you 
cc have, froIn the earliest times up to this pe
te riod, received multiplied affronts and injuries. 
cc from the Atl~enians, the last of ,vhich are too 
" recent to require to be named,-.it ,vo\l!d be 
" an insolent attempt to persuade you, by an 

." alliance with theIn, to contemn and forfeit 

http:named,-.it
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" the friendship of so illustrious a king. But 
" the people of Attica, ,vho excel every nation 
" in pride and vanity, . conceive, that they alone 
" . are intelligent and prudent,'al1d that all the
" -rest of 11lankind, but especially the Breotians; 
'-' (for it is chiefly you that ,they insult,) are 
c., stupid, and impolitic,· and iricapable of dis:.: 
f.' tinguishing what is' pro'fitable ·or. 'honest~ 
" ,Thus they confidently expect to allure· you 
" into a' conduct into ,vhich. you ·can never 
~'plunge without sinking really into the' fatuity 
~, imputed to you by .malignant .rivals ; they 
f' expect you ,to . choose, friends and ,enenlies 
." .according to the ,dictates of their caprices, iIi 
~, opposition to your· o\vn benefit, r~lying on a: 
" flourishing verbiage, in which consists all 
~, their strength. But :no ma~l in his senses 
f' ever preferred ,:,yords to actions~especially in 
" ,val', ,vherein the hands are serviceable, but 
f' the' exercise .of the tongue is in1pertinent. 
"vVhatever reli3:llce they luay 'place on theit. 
"eloquence, the fortune and virtue of Philip 
~, Blust always' continue superior: His nati"e 
." forces; brave, ,disciplined, experienced; the 
" auxiliaries who cordially and ably second him;, 
" are both assured of conquest guided by his 
" nlilitary talents.. Plainly speaking, it is hard 
~, to say, ,vhether the folly or the impudence of 
a. their ,den1ands be greatest. ThebaJlsl say 
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" they, e.1'jJose your heads to the thunder that 
" hovers over Athens; and at the hazard if ruht 
" that will else never reach you, make war upon a 
tc king who is yourjioiend and ally,' that we may 
" continue in safety. Stake your lands, your 
.., lives, on a despe1"ate chance, to prevent P hitip 
cc from retaliating il1juriesj~'om the Athenians! ! ! 
'Ie Are these the delnands of men who are in 
" their senses, or ,vho think that the parties 
(C addressed retain the use of theirs? Those 
-u people ,vho, but very lately, seized every oc
t, casion to _oppress you; 'v ho carried reproach .. 
" es, outrages, and hostilities'- against you, to 
'« the ubnost limits of their po,ver; founding 
," on your dangers and misfortunes their ascend
" ancy and happiness; those same people have 
" the effrontery to propose to you to perish 
'" ,vith them, rather than to be victorious ,vith 
" Philip. 

" This great prince, who ,vas onc'e in the 
" bosom of Thebes as your guest and foster
" child,. who ,vas educated under your celebra
te ted leader, Epaminondas; this prince, ,vhose 
" life and morals are fair as ,vhite-robed Can
" dour, has from his infancy ilnbibed an affec
" tion for your city, and the economy and 
" manners of its inhabitants. Philip revenged 
" the injuries done to you and to Apollo in the 
" Phocian \var, \vhen the Athenians, out of 
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" hatred to you, . sent succours to a native of 
" your country ,vho had committed both rebel
" lion and sacrilege. The king, invited a second 
" tilne, by the unanilUous decree of the Am
" phictyons, to act as their general, revenged 
4' the contelnpt of the s~me deity upon the 
fC Locrians. He has marched hither to consult 
~, your interests, nor proposes to depart till he 
" has delivered you from the fear of that rival 
H city ,vhich has always been your enemy. If 
" you are inclined to promote this design by 
" your common councils and forces, his plan 
" will allot you a share in the booty, rather 
" than a share in the ,var. Should you prefer 
" remaining neuter, he solicits only a passage; 
,," unassisted, he is able to revenge all yout 
" , common injuries: even in that case you shall 
" reap equal fruits of victory. The ,flocks, 
" herds, and slaves, ,von from the enemy, 'viII, 
" by a natural division, mostly be assigned to 
" y~u, as inlmediate neighbours of the A the
" nians: thus you ,vill be cOlnpensated for the 
" loss ,vhich you sustained in the Phocian ,var: 
" 'Vaving every influence but that of reason, I 
" leave you to decide, ,vhether this ,vill not be 
" lnore to your advantage, than to have your 
~, fields ,vasted, your towns stormed, set on fire, 
" dilapidated, and plundered, and all your con
4' cerns involved in that irreparable state of de
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U rarigement· and ruin ,vhich 'will gratify the 
" rtational jealousy or the Athenians. 

'.' Nor harbourunvvot,thy. apprehensions of 
"Philip ; unjustly to 8uspectsincerity, is ofterl 
" to convei't it into rage; and the purest good.! 
.". \vill; slighted,aspersed, or attacked, insensi~ 
., bly takes the appeara.llce, if not the feelings; 
'c. of bitter revenge~ I do not say this, as UP"' 
" braiding you· withingratitude1 of which 1 
u trust you, will betray no sylnpt0111S; nor to 
" influence your decisions by terror, a stin1l1lus 
" of ,vhich I am confident your 11lanly l1atu~es· 
" are unsusceptible,-:but I place in review' 
'" Philip's good offices towards you, and yours 
" towards hinl, merely to convince· you, that 
" those alliances only are fiml and perpetual; 
" ,vhich it is the interest of both parties to ob" 
"serve. If he, by undisputed services, has 
"lnerited nlore froln you, than you have' yet 
" had an opportunity to .return, by benefiting 
" hiln; it ,vill be virtuous in you to display a 
" correspondent goodness of disposition, and 
" to use every effort to rival hilll in· this re
C( spect. In his estimation, the 1110st, gratify
" iug recompense· foriU his labours, is his 
"having contributed to the protection of 
" G'reece; for the safety and honour of which; 
" he has been engaged in unrenlitting hostili
H ties ,vith the Barbarians.~ 'Yould to .t1Ie gods 
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" the madness of the Athenians had permitted 
" him to obey the genuine illlpulses of hili 
"mind. You \vould have heard, by this time; 
" that his arms, \vhich heis now constrained to 
" elnploy in Greece to'repress the disturbances 
" of the seditious and ill-designing, were tri
" unlphant in Asia. He might certainly have 
" been on friendly ternlS \vith the Athenians, if 
," he.had not thought it degrading to himself, 
" and holding a bad example to others, to be... 
" COlne' tributary to this Delnosthenes, and 
" some other turbulent speakers, who drive the 
" ignorant multitude \vhither they please, by 
~' the breath of their orations, as the \vinds 
" ,drive the ,vaves of the sea. Doubtless had 
" they any sense of honesty, or value for ho ... 
" nour; they 'vo~ld do their duty without being 
~' bribed to it. But they \vho are accllstOlned 
',' to vend~their reputation, 111ake no distinction 
" hetween \vhat is beneficip,l and ,,,hat is pcrni
" cious, between jl~stice and injustice, provided 
" they can extract as much advantage from 

o" 'wickedness as from integrity; their 1110ving
" principle ~s interest, not the love of virtue or 
" their country, nor respect for gods or men., 
" In vain will you desire any thing frOln those 
" men, that shall prove substantially good or 
" reputable; they \vho have the interes~ of 
1& their country so lightly, at heart, can never, 
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i, feel a sincere concern for your interests; they 
" ,vill involve you in a repetition of the calarni
" ties from ,vhich you have been so lately ex
" tricated by the fidelity and courage of the 
" Macedonians. Or, rather, they ,vould involve 
" you in calanlities lnuch ,veightier; as Philip 
" would, as an enemy, be more formidable to 
" you than Philomelus or Onon1archus ,vas. 

" Consider, too, that ,vhere a military COlll
" mand is holden on the precarious tenure of 
" popularity, the schen1esof an able general are 
" a; liable to be disconcerted by his o,vn coun
ce. trymen, as by the enemy. Whereas no one 
" dares to oppose or disobey a king; his will is 
" the rule by,vhich his people are governed: 
" and of what importance in ,var a prompt and 
" iniplicit execution of orders is, you all kno,v. 
" Nor is that advantage of the Macedonians, 
" dependent on the life or talents of one per
" son: though fate should deprive us of Philip, 
" ,ve have an Alexander to rise up in his stead, 
" ,vho'in the spring of youth has given such 
" proofs of genius and courage, that ,ve have 
" firm grounds for expecting that he ,vill equal 
" the most reno,vned generals. On the eon
" trary, anlong the Athenians the po,ver of 
'c making peace or ,var resides in all the people 
" prolniscuously; there, the lnostiInpudent 
" pretender aSSUll1es it as the prerogative of 
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" him who is bold enough first to seize it. 
"There, government is Inanaged rather by 
H starts of pas'sion than by the impulses of ,vis
" dOln communicated after· counsel and delibe... 
" ration: men who design evil, persuade; and 
" the ignorant decree: ,var is' undertaken \vith 
" D10re heat than it 'is pUl'sued; and treaties are 
U broken with the same ease and'levity ,vith 
" \vhich they are made. 

" At ihis hour, the Athenians are, engaged 
" by treaty to Philip: the inviolable sacred
" ness' ,vith ,vhich they keep it, appears in 
" their behaviour. Not satisfied\vith staining 
" their ow'n characters with perfidy, they la~ 
" bour to infect you \vith the contagIon; but 
" your finnness, 0 Thebans !\vhich has con
" tributed not less to your celebrity and great .. 
" ness, than your talents and courage crowned 
" so often by victory have, leaves no rOOlll to 
" doubt that you ,vill prefer the alliance of a 
" king-, of ,vhose friendship you have had re .. 
" peated proofs, to hazardous connection ,vith 
" a city, \vhich, from envy of your glory, has 
" often been your open; constantly your secret 
" enemy; always nlore your enemy than she 
" has dared to avow, even in actual war. 

" 'Yin Hercules, theaverter of evil, the na
" ' tive deity \VhOlll your, city adores;' the hero 
" who is venerated as the fellow-citizen of the' 
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" ,ancient Thebans, suffer you to fight on'the 
" side 'of injustice and impiety, against·· a king 
," ,vho is his descendant, and who has been 
'~ the sU,Gcessful vindicator of t1le cause of 
" Apollo? 

" As for the deputies of the other allies, 
" now' surrounding me, you Inay learn from 
" themselves ,vhat value they set upon Philip's 
" friendship." 
. . Python delivered this speech with extraor
dinary heat and violence,as if dictated by sin .. 
cere ,conviction. The representatives of the 
other allies were next heard; 'applauding and 
echoing the sentiments ·of Python, they 'ex.. 
,horted the Thebans, " To cooperate with the 
" . great and pious prince, the protector of the 
" religion and liberty of Greece, rather than 
" ,vith the Athenians, the disturbers of its 
H peace." 

·CHAP. VII. 

The Speech 'of Demostnenes. 

DE~rOSTa:ENES arose. This statesman and 
patriot thus addressed the assembly: 

" I.,vas not ignorant that those mercena .. 
" ries of Philip 'would spare 'neither their praises
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(( of him, nor their reproaches- against ''lis: for 
" they who have dismissed the ttoublesoine 
" sel1se of shame, are not sdlicitous how far 
U they outrage truth or prop1'iety, to gain their 
"point. But, 0 Thebans! if I correctly esti
" lnate your temper and principles, these' emis
" saries 'will find expectations by which they 
(( dishonour you, disappointed; and they. wili 
" be the'mortified messengers to Philip ofa re
"solution on your part, worthy of your virtue 
" and of the discipline of the Greeks. In the 
" meanwhile, let me prevail upon you fully to 
" weigh, and to pursue to their consequences, 
" the opposite propositions which may be suh
" mitted to you. That your whole fortune de
" pends upon this day;s deliberation, I shall 
" show by invi~cible arguments, . and 'not by 
" the magic of words, by ,vhich they pretend 
" to feat that a reflecting assembly may he de
"luded. They may lay aside apprehensions, by 
" ,vhich they asper&e you rather than me; forwe 
" ,vho speak on the part of Athens, do not feel 
" it necessary to endeavour to be nlore eloquent 
" than they; which in us ,vere a useless ~unbitio1L 
" A bad cause, indeed, must oW'e every chance 
" of success t~ the power of eloquence, which 
" may so disguise impudent misrepresentations 
'(' fluently uttered, that even the intelligent do 
" not hear them ,vith the disgust ,vhich false

F2 
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" hO,o,d o,ught to e:x;cite: h\ltwhen~, speaker 
" can be secure of prevailing by unadorned 
~' truth, if he is judicious, he will not have re-' 
~' course tq a trifling and meretricious flourish 
~" of words. , 
. ", As. to Philip, we have no immediate con
" cern with his character ~ his relation to us 
'" ought to' remain too distant to enable either 
~' the Athenian or Theban public to pronounce 
" ,vhether he resembles the picture \vhich his 
" encomiasts have drawn; ,without too inti
',' ,mate an examination, let us admit that ~e is 
" handsome, eloquent, qnd convivial; for some 
~' persons have praised him eyen for these qua
" Iities, and thus confessed his- \vant of title to 
u re~l glory. 

"But 1. feel astonishment not to be suppres
" sed, that his a~bassador should deliberately re
" pro(l,ch us, the representatives ofAthens, in your 
~' presence, with things, ,vhich if they a~e crimes 
~' or,veaknesses, affect the Thebans \vith "op
" probrium as strongly as ourselves. They 
~' have expatiated on the inconveniencies of a 
',', popular fonn of government; of ,vhich both 
" you and ,ve are sensible of the ,imperfections; 
"and yet ,ve prefer this form of governmeht to 
" regal despotism. They have spoken to you 
" in such a strain as if they intended to tickle 
" the ears of a Macedonian assembly, or as if 
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" their itistructions ,vere to reconcile slaves to 
" degradation, or prisoners to restraint-not as 
" if they had been sent to it free city, respect
" fully to execute the o"ffice of ambassadors. 
" 'Ve knew, before, "the irreconcileable hatred 
" ,vhich kings and their slaves have to free Cities 
" and independent states; and they have acted 
" very foolishly, in reminding tis of this: their 
t, avowed hostilities against liberties which ,ve 
" enjoy in COlnmon; Thebans! should make us 
" more vigilant to defend our la,vs and pri
" vileges. 

" It should be the general,vish and pray~r, 
" above all things, that those who are called 
" to agitate or administer affairs in comnion.. 
" ,vealths, ,vere engaged in: no other than this 
" glorious 'con:tentiOU-"T¥lzo /i'liould propose mea
" sures most tdfectively jjromoting" the public in
" teres!; and 'tVllO should e.retute 'tVltli 'IUDS! jide
" lily and success, tile plans whick the deiiliera.. 
" tive bodies liad adopted. "Then none '~buld 
" prefer his private advantage to the public 
" good; none would consult his individual re
" putation rather than the glory of the state; 
" none ,vould receive bribes; and none ,vonld 
" Betray his country to Philip, after the' ex
,e ample of these deputies. But, Thebans! per
" fect, unal10yed felici ty, ,vas nevel~ the iot of 
" any manor any ~ate: he is dre h~appiest, 
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f~ whose circumsta~ces are freest from misfor~ 
~'tunes. It is past dispute that Athens has 
" had bad cjtizens; and such are now in her 
" lJosom; :q.or have you,Th~bans ~ h~en ,vith,. 
~, out them at former times, nor are you at this 
~'time. If this ,vere not so, Philip, so far 
" from t~reatening, our liberty, this day, from 
" EI3:t~a~ would have to contend with us for 
~, the pOSs~~slon qf Macedonia. However" ,ve 
~, are not d~stitute of good citi~~ns, and these 
"ar~ lno~e 11-11merous and more po'verf~l than 
" the bad~ Do you want a proof of this? We 
" are free: we are not Ph~lip's slave~, ~s you, 
~, Python!, s~all b~ disappointed ~n making 
" your Byza~tin~s,: ,~ut a~ fqr you, Daochus! 
" and you, Thras~d,reus! YfP hav~ sold your 
" Thessalians to th~ kil1g. 'In, eff~ct~ Thebans! 
,~ you behold Thess,a:1y languishing at t~is Ino.. 
.,~ ~ent under s~rvitude to Philip; and if I mis
~, ta~~ not, you deplore, as deeply as· "we; that 
" .th~y shouldqaye -sunk under 9Ppress~o~. As 
" to Byzantium, ~t owes ~o grateful rc::t~rn to 

." Python, if it ha& not beell redu~ed to the 
~~ ~ame lev~l with Olynth~s; it& deliyerance 
" wa~ ~ff(!~teq by us. Philip, tiw p~ous pro
". t~ctor.,of o-re~ce~ venerable on a~count of his 
" disinterestedness; ill the pat~rnal «xercise of 
" power so extensive as to excite general alarm, 
_" but for his moderation; suddenly resolved to 
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" . s.ubdue that Greek city, ,vhen, reposing on 
u. the sufficient security of alliance ,vithhim, 
~, it had no apprehension'that its independence 
~, ,vould be attacked. Behold in ,vhat consist 
".' the astonishing intelligence, the ennobling 
t, qualities of this applauded ruler! With him, 

\ . 
" cunning and duplicity are the essential' faun .. 
" dations of policy; perjury is ~ liberal art; 
~, perfidy, a master virtJ.].e. . 

~, If this be not the .clue . to the source of 
t'. our miscarriages and his elevation, ,ve ,vould 
." beseech him to inform us by ,vhat steps he 
" climbed to his formidable height Let hiIn 
~, tell us, whether he has not surprized the con
" fiding' Greeks by fraud? ,vhether he has not 
" overcome his friends by stratagem, and his 
" allies by confederating against them? whe
f'.ther h~ has not bought victories of the Bar
'~ barians with gold, ofteller than he has ,von 
" them ,vith the sword? whether he ever hesi
~, tated to plight his fidelity, or to violate it? 
" ,vhether,' if he Cfould prevail on himself equi
" tably to fulfil an engagement, he would not 
~'deceive the The~ans and Athenians, ,vho 
,~ no,v begin .to penetrate Ilis character? 

" To him these deputies' give the title of 
~, protector of Greece, and call us the disturb
" ers of it! But ,vhat absurdity' or excess ,viII 
H :be avoided as shameful,. by men ,vho had ra .. 
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(C ther impute to us their own crinles, . than 
" mak~ a candid confession of their guilt? If 
" anyone, I address myself to you, O ..depu ties 
" from Philip's abused allies !had committed 
" treason, or had taken bribes, it would in you 
" be in character, and consistent \vith your i11
" terest, to defend him by the shield of silence 
" from the punishment of the la,vs. By cla
{' morous accusations against us, of \vhich Y0lt 

" can bring no proof, you do but remind the as~ 
" sembly ofyour o\vn notorious corruption. If 
" you make us reluember that you are Philip's 
~, cr~atures uniI;ttentionally, 'where is your p.ru.., 
" dence or common sense? If, in your previous 
~, deliberations, you have decided that each one 
" of you shall make the experinJent, whether 
~, his colleagues can stand \vithoqt confusion, 
"and he~r the public mention 'of bribes and 
" treason, what have you dane \vith.the faculty 
" of shame? 

" It is a sufficient vindication ofmy inno.., 
" cence, and of theirs who are embarked in the 
" same cause, that you yo~rselve& admit that 
" we have re~eived nothing frOln Philip; ,for 
" had we sho,vn a willingness to be gained. :by 
" presents, 'we sho~ld not have l~ft. his court 
" empty-handed, if he is the liberal king which 
" yo~ pretend him to be. '\Vould a pplitic in
f_' triguer, who th?~ght it ,vorth his ,vhile to 
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" corrupt you, forbear to engage us by bribes; 
" if it ,vere practicable? 

"But- you have just no\v admonished the 
" Thebans not to follo,v the counsel of those 
". ,vho have not at heart the interests of their 
"country. FrOIn this moment, I cease to op
.'" pose then), Thebans! if they really urge that 
" advice from principle. In that single senti
" ment I can join them; and I exhort and en .. 
~, treat you, ,vith the earnestness of a sincere 
" friend to the liberties of Greece, I cOluure 
" you, as you value the independence of Thebes, 
" to embrace that proposition. If you act upou 
" it, you \villnot put itin die po\ver of the ~nc
" Iny to sell you in droves, like cattle; nor to 
" make your houses your prisons; nor shall you, 
" at home, and on your own estates, be reduced 
" to a state of thraldOlll belo\v the condition of 
" the Preonians and Triballi. For should the 
~, despotisnl of the lVlacedonians embrace you 
" in the mildest Inanner, they. ,yould require 
~, you to confine yourselves to the Inanagement 
" of flocks and slaves, as the highest employ
~, ment to \vhich you ought to a~pire; and they 
~, ,vould force you, not as extorting a sacrifice, 
" but as conferring a re\vard ,vhich I11ight sa~ 

" tisfy captives, to abjure and abandon your 
~, ,vives, your children, your parents, . your Ii
~, berty, your reputation, your faith, and, III 
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" fine, every thing that is sacred and venerable 
" among the Greeks. Incontestably, Thebans ~ 
~, you lose all these for ever, unless you unite 
., with the Athenians in resisting the fraud and 
.i' violence of Philip. 

" Ifyou should imagine that you will be pro
tt tected by the endeavours ofothers, ,vithoutany 
i, effortofyour own, I fear that you ,vill find your
" s~lves egregiously nlistaken. If Philip should 
" accomplish the ruin of Attica, (~n event 
cc which I contemplate 'vith horror, as a Greek,) 
:cc can you doubt that aU Greece, and neces
~I sarily your ,city, ,vould be deprived of liber:" 
u ty? Who, but men who had an inclination 
"to perish, would entrust their existence 
," to a prince- destitute of faith? B~t if vic
" tory sho},lld declare for us, reflect on ,vhat 
~, , YOll ought to expect from a people, 'vhom 
" you had deserted and abandoned, when both 
" their safety and their glory ,vere at stake
U ,vere.that people any other than the generous 
H Athenians. Whatever, course the Theban 
,~ state may decide on pursuing, ,ve are deter
" mined to venture all in the great cause; for 
" the Athenians ,vill never lose their' liberty 
" but with their lives. Nor do ,ve distrust our 
" strength, to which if you will join yOU1;'S, we 
" shall, united, be superior to the enemy; at 
I,' tqe s~me time, opposition t~ him by either of 
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~, us singly, will be attended ,vith hazard; 
" should we'let this opportunity pass, the COIn.. 
." mUllic~tion b~hve~n us will ,- be cut off, and 
~, each of us must submit without qp. dfart, or 
." fight separately against him, ,vhen aU his 
"means of subduing the. Th~ban and our state 
~, will have a.ugmented. 

'.' The Athenians are not ignorant of the ex:.. 
" tent of his po\ver, ,vhich they foresaw ,vhile 
" it ,vas rising and increasing: ,ve took up the 
.". callS~ of Greece; and had all the Greek states 
~, been unanimous in supporting that cause, 
" such· a jllst al1d natural confederacy 'Iuight 
" easily have set limits to his dominions. 'Ve 
fo' 'vaged war ,vith hinl, a long titne, not for 
~, Amphipolis or Halonesus, as many asserted, 
" but for the safety and liberty of Greece; " till, 
" aban~oned by all, and attacked by SOIne luem
" bel'S of the body which ·\ve ,vere benefiting, 
f' \ve ,ver6' forced to ·make a" necessary rather 
fo' than an honourable peace.' But, now,' the 
~, . goddess lVIinerva; the g~ardian Qf Qur city~ 

" and the Pythian Apollo, the native god of 
." .. our country, \vith aU the adored circle of our 
f.' national deities, have,. I trust, loosed the ban
." dage from the eyes of the Greeks, and raised 
I' the coU:rage of all their worshippers to join in 
f' f.Jefen~ipg th~ lib~rty anq independ~nce of the 
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" ,vhole Hellenic body, and the ahcient privi ... 
" leges transmitted by our forefathers. 

" Surely, lIercules could not he~r ,vithbut 
" indignation, the impiety of the ambassadors, 
c, when they derived Philip's pedigree froin 
" that god. Will that celestial o"rn, by his 
" auspices, the contemner of all religions? Can 
., a. Greek ackno\vledge for his descendant, a 
C( Macedonian? Can a power \vho abhorred .ty~ 
," ranny, \vho punished and extirpated it; own 
(( a tyrant? This lllade the actions of Hercules 
." illustrious and memol'able. P~ilip, on the 
" contrary, exerCises an unjust dominion over 
" Greece; .and has appointed donlestic tyrants 
.(( over several of its' cities; such as Philistides 
" over Qreum, I-Iipparchus over Eretria, and 
" Taurosthenes o,\rer Chalcis. For this reason, 
" the Eubreans, Achreans, Corinthians, ~Iega... 
" rensians, Leucadians, and Corcyrreans, have 
" declared for us. Others ,vait the evertt, ail 
" indecision ,vhich has hitherto' supported the 
J' po,ver of ~Iacedonia, ,vhich ,yin fall rapidly 
" of itself, after union and firn'lness among the 
" Grecians have made.it begin to decline. The 
" Thessalians, by ,vhom Philip is no,v supplied 
" with cavalry, have frequently changed sides; 
-" and their present connection is' forced. The 
" Illyrians and other Barbarians Oil the distant 
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" frontiers of Macedonia, naturally fierce and 
" savage, and enraged at their ne\v servitude, 
" will, on any disaster happening to Philip, by 
" declaring for us, relieve us considerably from 
~' ,the pres~ure of the ,var., 

" We entreat you and the other states to co ... 
" operate heartily \vith us in a glorious effort 
" to preserve the freedom of Greece; in the 
" meantime, cease to agitate, or even to recol
',elect, the dissentions \vhich, from slight causes, 
" frequen~ly arise between neighbouring states. 
',' Let us hope that expiring enmities from old 
'.' quarrels, ,vill be lost in Inutual benevole~~e 
~, and general joy, \vhen success crowns our en
" deavours; or if ,ve n1ust give vent to unrea
~, sonable passion~, let it be at a tilne less dan ... 
',' gerous than the present, \vhen it may operate 
" to the prejudice and dishonour of us both, 
'.' 'vi~hout destroying us entirely. Nay, if \ve 

" have ever contended as noble rivals, let us 
" no\v unite against a subtle and inveterate 
" enemy, \vho proposes to extinguish all elUU
" lation between us, ,vho shall be the freest or 
" the greatest, by reducing both of us to sla
" very. 

" Let us not be confined to inaction by. too 
" great an apprehe~sion of the artifices of Phi.. 
" lip: if \ve pay no credit to his' promises, and 
" keep OU!' hands ulldisholloured by his bribes, 
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" ,ve cut the, very sine,vs of hIs policy. Plain 
," sense,vill preserve us against a ,cunning 
~' ,vhich 'has fuade its tricks gross by repeti':' 
" tion; and if ,ve have in our hearts the love 
" of liberty and of Greece., he ,vill in vain as'.. 
" sail us with his pernicious gifts. 

, , " As the discords of the Greeks have raised, 
" 'so theit union will oyetthro,v him. Besides; 

'", as his temerity is excessive, ,vhich frequently 
'.' exposes him to complicated danger, the 
." chances of ,var may take him off. In this 
" 'event, the aggression and encroachnlent which 
'-' has convulsed and despoiled Greece, ,vill ex
" pire with him; for the false estimate of glory 
CJ 'vhich has made him a general disturber, has 
4-' been attended with evils, which must make 
" his subjects pant for tranquillity. Perhaps, 
" however, you feei distraction and terror on 
" account of Alexander, because the partizans 
" of lVlacedoriia, through a contempt which 
" arises from an ignorance of your discernment, 
" have attempted to frighten you with the 
" nanle of a boy. 

" On you, 0 Thebans! the eyes of Greece 
" are fixed. The inhabitants of this reno,vned 
" nation, at present free, at the same moment 
", equip armies for the field; send out, in the 
'.' great cause, fleets to sea; and implore, by 
" their representatives, the assistance of your 
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" gallant sons and experienced warriors against 
" the violence and ambition of the Macedonian 
"opp!essor. They would have you see your 
" danger and your interest; they exhort you 
" to remember your duty, and,by TIle, they 
" anxiously inquire, whether you will embrace 
" the last occasion that may be. presented; 
" of ac.ting consistently ,vith your ancient 
" glory '* ?" 

CHAP. VIII. 

The Thebans accept the alliance if the Athenians., 
The hattie of Chceronea. Philip is elected ge
neral of the Greeks. 

THE Maced~nian partizans, confounded by 
Demosthenes, ,vere unable to concert a reply; 
the power of his address ,vas as visible in the 
sudden change which it effected in the Thebans. 
They 'vho, a Iittle before, had heard Philip's 
ambassadors ,vith attention, and ,vith applaud
ing expressions of assent; now resolved to 
unit~ ,vith Athens,-and they declared, that 
they should regard Philip as an enemy, unless 
lIe immediately withdre\v, from their frontiers 
and from those of their allies. A decree to this 

• Dem. de Corona. Dem. pro. Ctes. sect. 48. 
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effect ,vas executed in' fonu. "Arms arid ho... 
nour"-" Thebes. and Athens"-" Greece and 
" liberty I"-echoed through the assembly*. 

Afterwards, ho,vever, the fluctuating temper 
of a popular government occasiol1ed an embar
rassing proposition by the magistrates of The... 
bes in favour of pacific nleaStlres; ,vhile strong ... 
ly recommending these to the Athenians, they 
countern1anded the n1arch of their own forces: 
this obliged Delllosthenes to appear once more 
in their assembly. lIe enforced his fonner ar ... 
gumenis, and by additional motives, anhnated 
the leaders and' the people. "If/' said he, 
~' the Thebans are still uridetern1ined,' insensi .. 
" hIe of t~e common danger, . and uninfluenced 
" by patriotic affection to .Greece~-there is'. at 
" least one. people that relnember the principles 
" and actions of their ancestors. The unas.. 
" sisted Athenians, though deserted by their 
" countrymen, cannot abandon the sacred cause 
" of liberty; if left. to support the contest 
" by themselves, they 111Ust at least den1and a 
c~ free passage through the Theban territory, 
" that by themselves they may march against 
" the enemy of Greece, and gloriously fall in 
" its defel1~e t." 

This appeal occasioned the deliberations of 

• Theopomp. in Pluto vito Dem. Dem. pro. Ctes. sect. (j3. 

t lEschin. in Ctes. sect. 41. 
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the, ThebariS to conclude in a resolution, for 
,var, ,vhich nothing could afterwards shake .. 
They expelled' from the city all that ,vere 
kno,vn to be in the lVlacedonian interest; ,vhile 
their o\vn forces ,vere encamped without the 
,valls, they' received into their houses, and 
lodged ,vith their families, the Athenian troops, 
,vho repaid, by regularity o{conduct, this extra-' 
ordinary confidence. Deserving of particular 
mention~ is one trait;in the Athenian conduct, 
moulded by the :counsels of Demosthenes, which 
seeins equally to belong to greatness of mind 
and good policy. Though hvo-thirds of the 
expense of the united land-forces, and the ,vhole 
charge of the maritinle prep;lrations, ,vere borne 
by the Athenians, they freely permitted the 
Theban state to hold the first rank, and to· be 
considered as the leading member of the confe~ 
deracy *~ 

Philip ,vas . not so disconcerted by this cor
dial 'union between Thebes and Attica, as to 
abandon his enterprize, though the event 'were 
rendered precarious. 

", The allied Greeks no,v boldly moved to meet 
the enemy,_ and encamped ,vithin t,vo d,ays' 
ll1arch of the lVlacedonian army. The season 
,vas. unfavourable for grand ,operations:" in two 

• Dem. pro Ctes. se~t, 63. 
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detached actions, parties of the Macedonians 
,vere driven back to their camp. Philip, rely .. 
ing on his superior talents over those of the 
allied generals to conduct a general engage... 
ment, decamped and led his, army to the plain 
of Chreronea. He took up a position, in view' 
of a tenlple dedicated to Hercules, the authol~ 
of his raCe'1 ,vith the small river Thermodon, 
,vhich fell into the Cephisus, in his front; a 
spot ,vhich some ancient oracles pointed out as 
the scene of some great calamity to Greece:lf::o, 
His army ,vas no,y formed of thirty-two thou
sand men, ,yell disciplined and long inured to 
the toils and dangers of war: but this arm~ 
,vas composed of different nations and coun... 
tries. The army of the confederates did not 
anlount to "thirty thousand complete; of which 
Athenians and Thebans constituted the greatest 
part; the rest were Corinthians and Peloponne-
sians; all animated by the same motives, and 
resolved to conquer or die in defence of liberty: 
unhappily the command of this illustrious body 
was entrusted to men'un,yorthy of so impo}·tant 
a charge; elevated to the station, not because 
they possessed experience and reputation, but 
because they could avail themselves of faction 
and secretly direct intrigue. The Thebans ,vere 

• Pluto in vito Dem. 
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conlmanded by' Theagines, a man of btl t nlode
rate abilities in ,var, and suspected of corrup
tion; the Athenians were led hy their hvo ge
neral s Lysicles and Chares, according to the his .. 
torians, or Stratocles actording to the orators :)« • 

In the morning. of the day which ,vas to 
decide for ever the liberty and empire of 
Greece; both armies, before the rising of the 
sun, were ranged in order of battle. In the 
army of the confederates, the Thebans had the 
post of hortour on tIle right w-jng, ,vith that fa
hl0US body in front, called the SACRED BAND! 
the 'centre was fonned of the Corinthians and 
Peloponnesiahs: the left ,ving ,vas tom posed ot 
the Athenians. The left of Phillp;s army con
sisted of a chosen body of noble Macedonians; 
supported by the famous cavalry of Thessaly; 
tIlis ,ving ,vas commanded by. Alexander, then 
hut nineteen years old; but his father, to curb 
his ardour and to direct his valour, surrounded 
hhn ,vith experienced officers. In the centre 
\vere placed those Greeks ,vhom coercion l1ad 
united \vith Philip,' on ,vhose courage· and. at
tachnlent he had not complete dependence:: the 
king himself commanded on the right wing, 
'vhere his renowned phalanx stood to repel the 

.. Diod. Sic. lib.' xvi. sect. 86. Dinardl. in Dem. PInt, in 
Pelop. Strabo, lib. ix. p. 414. 
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impetuosity ,vith ,vhich· the Athenians· ,vere 
knO'Vll to assail *. 

The charge began, on each side, ,vith all the 
courage and ,riolence ,vhich mnbition, revenge, 
~he pursuit of glory, and attac1l1nent to liberty, 
could, excite .. Alexander, at the head of the 
lVlacedonian nobles, ,vith great ardour and deci
sion fell on the sacred band. of Thebes, w'ho 
sustained. the attack ,vith a bravery and vigor; 
,vorthy. thefai11e of that institution t.. The 
gallant Theban youth~ too far behind ,vhom 
their countrymen stood to give theln close an(~ 

immediate' support, bore up, during an uRpat,''.ll
leled interval, against the enenlY, till,' over
po,vered by. superior nUll1bers" 'they sunk down 
on that point of the field where they had been 
originally·stationed,each by the side of his inl
n~ediate . friend; forming a buhvark of bodies, 
,vhich for a moment checked a tide of assault 
flowing in impetuously. But the young prince 
a~ld his forces, animated to entlrusiastic courage 
by success, proceeded over the heaps of slain, 
and furiously. attacked the ll1ain body of the 
Thebans, ,vhich resisted ,vith determined va
lour: the contest 'vas,. for SOlne time, supported 
'Vit~l mutual tenacity t~ 

!I! Oliv.lih. xv.:p .. 368.. Diod. Sic. ut supra. 

t Pluto in Alex. t Plut. in reIo!?.. 

http:uRpat,''.ll
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The Athenians, po'sted on, the right ,ving, 
fought during the same time with a spirit and 
intrepidity ,vorthy of their character and c'anse.. 
The bravery exerted on each side kept the re
sult suspended-at length, the centre of Phi
lip's army, and even the left ,ving, except the 
phalanx, yielded before. the impetuous attack of 
,the Athenians, and fled ,yith SOU1e precipitation. 
It had been well for Greece, if the ability. of the 
Athenian generals had equalled the, spirit of 
their· soldiers: but the champions of liberty 
,vere conducted' by the creatures of intrigue 
and cabal. Elated by the, present advantage, 
the presuluptuous, Lysides exclaimed, "Co~l1e 

" on, Iny gallant countrylnen! : the ,victory is 
~, ours; let us pursue these cowards, and drive 
H them to l\Iacedon 1" Thus, instead of seizing 
the opportunity of attacking the phalanx in 
flank, a 111anreUVre by,vhich, as it remained un
. supported, it lllust have been broken; the Athe
nianspursued the flying CUCUIY ,vith a precipi
tatiol1 which tIne\\' theln into disorder. Philip 
perceived this fatal error ,vith the promptness 
of an acconlplished general ; and coolly ob
served to the officers round 11iln, that H the 
" Athenians kne\v not ho,v to conquer." lIe 
directed his phalanx, by a sudden evolution, to 
.gain an adjacent enlinence. l\Iarchil1g down 
bence in a finn order, they fell collectcdly on 
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the A.thenians, now confident of success, and 
blind to their danger. The shock ,vas irre
sistible: the Attic forces were at Ollce over~ 
whelmed: many ,vere pierced by the active 'vea~ 
pons of the enemy, many were trodden do,vn; 
the rest escaped from ,vounds and slaughter by 
a flight urged ,vith disgraceful impatience~ 

bearing down, and hurrying a,vay with them~ 
those troops which had been station~d for their 
·~upport*. 

While Philip was recovering. from a severe 
repulse u:11d rising to victory, Alexander conti~ 
:p.ued the conflict on. th~ other wing, and at 
l~ngth broke the Thebans, in spite of all their 
acts of valour: these, now flying fron1 the field, 
were pursued with ~arnage. The centre of the 
confederat¢s, exposed by the defeat qnd disper~ 
sion of both flanks, was thus totally abandoneq 
to the fury of a victorious enemy. But slaugh
ter and rout pad proc~eded far enough to decide 
the battle: more than one thousand Athenians 
lay dead· on the field, and two thousand had 
been made prisoners: the loss of the Theban& 
,vas not inferior.· Philip therefore concluded 
his important victory by all act flo,ving appa ... 
rent1y frOID clemency, but dictated by policy 
and subservient to ambit~o~; 4~ ~ave ord~rs 

• Polyren. lib. iv. cap. ~. 
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that the Greeks should be spal:ed, expecting 
soon to be the leader of that confederacy of 
6tates, 'vhic~' he had subdued *. 

The time of the battle seems to have been 
an entire day. In the evening, Philip received 
the congratulations of his officers; to ,vhOln, 

with the anlbassadors of his allies, he gave ~ 
111agnificent en~rtainment. Some of the most 
eminent Athenian prisoners, and the individuals 
deputed to demand the slain, ,vere politely in. 
vited to the feast, which ,vas continued ,vith 
decent and corrected joy till the Athenian de.. 
puties retired~ No'w Philip and "his l\1acedo. 
Jlians g~ve a freer course to gaiety and festivity. 
They sat till the approach of day, ,vhen the 
king and Ilis conlpanions proceeded to the field 
of b~tt1e, crownt!d ,vith garlands, and inflamed 
'with ,vine. Coming first to the quarter ,vhere 
the Thebans had fought, they beheld the bodies 
of the three hundred ,vho had been united in 
their lives by sacred friendship ; united also in 
their deaths, they lay in ranks unbending and 
unbroken, corresponding to their original ordel' 
in battle~ The affecting sight subdued their 
conquerors; Philip hung over them ,vith asto~ 
nishment, veneration, and pity. Melted into 
~ars, and raising his h~nds ,vith passionate 

" Leland's Philip, booky. 2. p. 415, edit. 1775~ 
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energy, he pronounced a solenln curse on those 
,vho could be base enough to suspect their 
friendship of any thing UIHvorthy *. 

The scene ,vhere the Athenians had con
tendea, struck the king ,vith vivid impressions 
of his late, danger, the happiness of his escape, 
the importance of his success. He forgot his 
dignity; bounded from the earth in ridiculous 
ti'iumph; and began to chant the declaration 
of ,val' which Demosthenes had dra,vn, up~, 
His courtiers not daring to recal him to hilll
self, 118 was in' danger of being penni tted to 
forget the 'king, anci to expose Philip, till the 
fit had subsided:, but Demades, the Athenian 
orator, his prisoner and guest"vho had not ac
quired'the habits of slavery, ,could not restrain 
his indignation: "Sir," said he, 'f you are 
" acting the part of Th~rsites, :when' fortune 

," had enable(i you . to appear in that of Aga
" memnon.~' If there, was courage in this 
pointed reproof, ,there ,vas addr~ss in its flatter
ing allusion to the practicability of Philip's ap
pearing at the head of the Greeks, like t1Iat an~ 
cient king~ Philip, Rwakened fronl his extra
vagance, blusliing, tore the chaplet of, flo,vers 
from his brows, and thre,~ it on the groun,d: 
warmly professing friendship and esteem for 

,. Leland's Philip, book v. 2. p. 418, 419, edit. 1115. 
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Demades, he pronounced hiul free. After the 
'king had returned to his tent, he ,vas the first 
to reclc.tiIn the company to dignity, by serious 
and judicious reflections upon the late ,events. 
lIis flatterers represented to hinl, that Athens, 
,vhich had accllmulated ene~ies ,and dangers 
round hiln" ,vas n<hv in his power, ,and that his 
honour and security required, ~!nl to crush tpat 
turbulent state, and raze its ,valls to ~heir found~ 
"ations. 'Philip's' replyflo\ved frpm just~r v~ews : 
H Have I encountered all these toils ancLdan
" gel's for glory, and sl~al(I destroy the theatr~ 
", of that gIOl~y?, Ye gods; forbid it:X: !" 
·By 1110deration and condescension, he de

signed to' gain the affections of the conq~erecl 
Greek~.. ,lIe gave the Athenians ful.l pennission 
to solenlnize fUlieral i'ites in honour of their 
dead; ana he dislnissed the prisoners taken 
frol11 them "vi thou t ranSOlll. The prisollers', 
thus released, boldly desired that he ,vould be 
pleased to add the favour of restoririgtheir bag
gage. "Indeed !" cried Philip, smiling, "these 
" nlen il11agine that I have only conquered 
'" thenl at S0111e· sport:" ,vithout further hesita
tion, he' had the courtesy to comply ,vith their 
request. The' Thebans, indeed, ,vere not treated 

til Leland's Philip,' book v. 2. p. 419-421, edit. 1115. 
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with the same lenity~ With ~ general disposi.,. 
tion to clemency, he imagined that his dignity 
required that he should show. some sense of 
their ingrati'tude; for so thei~ conduct ,vas 
terme~, and perhaps regarded, by Philip; and 
he consid~red, that ~n installce of severity would 
~easonably intimidate those of his cOllfederat~s 

who might be tempted to revolt. The Thebans, 
therefore, he obliged to pllrchase both their 
dead and their prisoners: the principal leaders 
and partisans ,vho had opposed his interest ill 
Thebes, he punished with de~th, or banishment 
and confiscation; and three hundred e}dl~s, ,vho 
had suffered for adherence to his· ~ause, were re"!' 
called and entrusted with public offices alld the 
administration of government *~ 

The citizens of Athens, ~pon learning the 
event of the battle of Chreronea, in a paroxysm 
of disappointm~nt and consternation, adopted 
a decree proposed by the orator Hyperides, by 
which they suspended or abrogated several of 
thei.r institutions, in order to increase the num~ 
ber of their soldiers: they granted to strangers 
the rights of citizenship, restored infamous and 
degraded Athenians to rank and ho:pour, and 
gave freedom to the slaves, on condit~on that th9. 

• Leland's Philip, book v.~. p. 421, 422, edit. 1175. 
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pl'Olniscuous cro,vd, thus adopted or reinstated, 
should take up arms *. The city 'vas put into 
a state to sustain a siege; and the. faithful. and 
experienced Phocion ,vas appointed comlnande\" 
of the forces, now the tinle for achievement ,vas 
past t. Demosthenes, from ,vhom the confi~ 

dence of the Athenians 'vas notwithdra\vn, 
~xpended) fronl his private fortune, a consider
abl~ SUlll on the fortifications, for ,vhich he ,vas 
honoured ,vith a cro,vn of gold. Lysicles, to 
,\vhose incapacity as a general the disastrous 
results of the ,val' ,,,ere attributed, 'vas, at his 
return to the city, dragged before the public 
tribunal. Lycurgus, the orator, addressed the 
criminal in a strain of dignified accusation and 
pverpo\vering reproach: ." The enenlY have 
~, erected a trophy to the eternal dishonour of 
" Athens; and Greece, prostrate, e~pects the 
" abhorred yoke of slavery. . You wei'e the 
" commander on that fatal day: and you yet 
~, live: you enjoy the sun's light: you appear 
" in our public places, the monUlnent of the 
~, disgrace and calalnity of your' country." If 
Lysicles had concerted any apology for his fatal 
~rror,-cop.founded, struck nlute, by the pene ... 
~fating jU,stice of these severe ,vords, he at. 

,.. Dem. de Corona, sect. 57.. Pluto in orat, x! vito Hyper, 
. t Plut in ~hocio~! 
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tempted none ': he ,vas led a,vay by the people 
to instant execution *. 

Philip had sho\vn so n1uch. respect to the 
Athenians, as to send hOlne the bones of their 
soldiers ,vho had fallen at Chreronea, in order 
that they might be honourahly buried; and he 
had appointed his son and Antipater to attend 
as his deputies on the occasion t.· These dis
tinguished Macedonians, ,vho still remained in 
the city, gave assurances of Philip's intentions 
to conclude apeace beneficial to, the Athenians. 
As an, earnest of his friendship, he confinned 
theln in possession, of Oropus, which the T~e... 
bans had at'length consented to 'resign. But it 
,vas not consistent \vith his plans to leave them 
in possession of the empire of the sea, ,vith 
,vhich they might make ne\v efforts at ascend
ancy: he therefore seized the island of San10s 
by a stratagem. This mortifying stroke first 
made the Athenians sensible of their fall: yet 
peace ,vas still offered to thenl on terms. ,vhich 
could not but be regarded as favourable and ad~ 
van tageous. Their la 'v~ and cons ti tutioll ,,,ere 
preserved' to them; . and they ,vere to retain 
their territories and dependencies as far as, to 
the isle of Samos: and the 'only condition re.. 

* Diod. Sic. lib. xvi. 88. 
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quired by the conqueror, 'vas, that they should 
send deputies to a general council 'v~ich Philip 
liad convened at Corinth, on an affair interesting 
to every state of Greece. Phocion, though not 
averse to' peace, yet recoffilnended' that the 
people should not explain themselves, on this 
last article, until the particulars of Philip's 
~cheme, and his intention in· calling the asse~n
hly, 'yer~' conlmunicated. But Demades, no,v 
returned at . the head' of the prisoners ,vho had 
b~en treated so generously, urged the people to 
c~)}nply with' the. terms proposed by Philip, 
,vhose kindness and . moderation he extolled. 
His opinion, seconded by the necessity of their 
affairs, prevailed:l(:. 

As soon as the peace ,vith Athens "ras rati .. 
fied, Philip ,vent 'to Corinth, ,vhere Grecian de .. 
put~es fronl every state except Sparta, waited to 
receive his overtures. In the Amphictyonic 
council Philip declared his design of marching 
into .Asia, to destroy the Persia~ nl0narcllY, 
,vhich had -ever been formidable to Greece. 
" It is become necessary," he observed in 
ari address ,vhich his eloquence qualified him 
in person to deliver" " to go and Ineet the Bar
" barians"vhose ungovernable pride already 
" affects universal empire;' therefore ,ve lnust 

i/f Leland's Philip, book v. 2. p. 432, 433, edit. 1775. 
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t, subnlit to be slaves fOl~ evei·, . or resolve on a; 

" timely opposition. The question is not, ivhe ... 
" ther the Greeks are to have ,var ot peace? 
" but, ,vhether they shall carry the ,var into 
" the 'enelny's country, or receive' it in their 
4' o,vn? N or does it behove lls merely to re
" venge fornler injuries,nor to be satisfied ,vith 
" preventing newly meditated insults and at
U tacks:. it is oilr duty ilnmediately to liberate 
i, the Grecian colonies' in Asia from Persian 
" tyranny and rapacity.t This desirable object 
" might easily be gained,\vere the affairs ot 
U Greece adjusted, and art understanding esta-
" blished amongst all the states, so as to enable 
" us to employ our confederate strength ,vholly' 
" in the transmarine ,var. The elllployment in 
" a remote expedition, of those restless and 
" audacious spirits, ,vho, as a relief fronl inac.. 
" tivity, plunge into sedition and cOlnmotion,. 
4, w:ould introduce· into Greece the advantage 
" of complete domestic concord. Do ,ve for
" get, that ,vhen Greece ,vas even in a divided 
" state, Agesilaus, ,vith an inconsiderable army,. 
" gave la,v to the satraps of the Persian king? 
" Do ,ve forget the triumphant actions, and 
" the glorious retreat, of the ten thousand? Is 
" it needful to recur to the jealousies which 
" Persia has constantly fomented in our coun .. 
" try, to the animosities ,vbich her intrigues 
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" have bred' and nourished, in order to arm 
" Greek against Greek? Let us turn to the 
" plains of Marathon! Is there any thing 
" ,vanting to inspire us ,vith the highest ex.. 
" pectations of success, no,v thai the ,vhole 
" force of this brave nation can be exerted 
" against a people enervated by luxury, and 
" depressed by slavery *?" He concluded by 
declaring himself a candidate for the high post 
of their general-in-chief in the expedition; and 
desired that the assembly should regulate the 
contingent 'which each state was to furnish; 
he, on his part, engaging to employ all the for .. 
ces of his kingdom in the glorious cause t. 

The Amphictyonic deputies, gained over by 
the arts of Philip, or influenced by their feelings 
as Greeks, received these'propositions ,vith plau
dits. The representatives of the Grecian colo
nies pathetically and vehemently seconded Phi
lip. A war against the Persians, if once resolved 
on, seemed naturally to devolve to the 111an age
ment of a prince ,vho, in two religious ,val'S, 
had already vindicated the honour of the gods; 
and none appeared so cOlnpetent to ,conduct the 
enterprize as the king. The assembly in gene ... 
ral ,vere too sensible, that Philip possessed pe .. 

• Justin:'lib. ix. 5. Diod. Sic. lib. ui. 39. 

t Leland's Philip, book v. S. TOI. ii. p. 443, edit. 1775. 
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netration; decision, valour; and lnilitary.talents,. 
to hesitate in the choice of a cOlnlnander.,. The 
e:rpedition itse!f' ,vanted . no reconlmendation to 
those Greeks who exultingly turned the bright
est pages of their country's hIstory, and aspired 
to emulate their -ancestors. In the absence of 
representatives from Sparta, ,vho, sullen. or 
mag11animous, refused to let her voice be heard 
mnong the fallen Greeks,-the Arcadian depu .. 
tie~ alone had the boldness. to vote against con.. 
ferring the· comllland on the king:. but they 

. ,vere soon silenced aJ?d discouraged by loud ac
clamations expressive of a general consent, both 
to engage in the expedition, and to constitute 
Philip the leader:lt. 

'Vhen the -number of forces to be furnished 
by each state ,vas ascertained, it appeared that 
the ,vhole army, ,thus contributed,. ',vQul(l a
mount to two hundred and hventy thousand 
foot and fifteen thousand horse, exc1l;lsive of 
the ~facedollians t; a prodigious force, and one 
\vhich the ,Greeks had not, previously, a con
ception that their united efforts could raise t. 

During these proceedings, Philip had sent 

.. Leland's Philip, book v. s. ,·ol. ii. p.444, 445, edit. 1775. 

t Compare this gigantic estimate with the force which Alexand~r 
led into Asia, [infra, book ii. chap. S.] Modern calculations of ar
mies assembled on paper are not more delusive. I 

l Leland's Philip, book Y. 3. vol. ii. p. 446, edit. 1115. 
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a letter to the Lacedremonians,-in \vhich he 
reproached them for detaching, themselves f~onl 
the affairs of Greece, and deserting the common 
cause; he demanded their concurrence, and in
tenuixed some luenaces to intimidate them. 
Their ans,ver to hiln, ,vas simply: 

" If you ilnagine that your victory hath 
" Inade you greater, measure your shado'w." 

Philip nlade no reply to this surly morsel of 
sophistry: but pursued those negociations ,vith 
the other states, which we have traced to a 
close. Gratified by the attainnlent of an object 
to which his anlbition had long been dii'ected, 
he lavished on the Grecian deputies Inunificent 
presents, and other expressions of friendly and 
liberal intentions towards theln; and having 
enlployed his utmost address to induce them to 
spread anl0'ng their countrynlen sentilnents fa
vourable' to his character, he disluissed thelU 
and returned to Pella *. 

'" Leland's Philip, book v. 3. vol. ii. p. 4·18, 449, edit. 1775. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Dissentions in the family ofPhilip, who repudiates 
Olympias' and marries Cleopatra. P ausanias 
assassinates Philip. 

THIS prince, adored by his subjects and his 
army; revered or dreaded, and admired,. in 
Greece and the surrounding countries, ,vas not 
exempted from domestic misfortunes. His re
peated violations of the marriage-bed, his' open 
and abandoned licentiousness, inflamed the tem
per of his queen Olympias, naturally severe and 
haughty: . at. length, according to sonle repre
sentations, she revenged his infidelities, ,vhile, 
at the same time, she continued her reproaches 
and complaints. This conduct, calculated to 
extinguish all remains of affection in her hus
band, estranged him totally. He had had a suc
cession of favourites *: he no\v resolved to 
marry Cleopatra, . niece to Attalus, his kinsman 
and one of his generals. Alexander, ,vhen ap
prised of this intention, renlonstrated against 
it; representing that his father, by divorcing 
Olympias in order to contract a second mar

"it Athenrei, lib. xiii. p. 557.. 
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riage, exposed him to the danger of having 
competitors for th~ crow"n, and rendered his 
succession precarious~ Alexander might intend 
an indirect allusion to the.number of Philip's 
children by his concubines, who were now 
growing up. " . My son!" said the king, " if I 
" surround you -,vith competitors, you have left 
" open to you a glorious opportunity to surpass 
" them in.merit: thus shall their rivalship by 
" no means affect your title *." 

The king's marriage with Cleopatra was 
now declared in form; and celebrated with mag..: 
nificence. The young prince, required to at
tend a round of solemnities and· rejoicings; 
,yith the occasion of which he was dissatisfied, 
sat in silent indignation at that feast \vhich pro
claiIned that his Inother ,vas degraded, and im .. 
plied that she had been criminal; circumstances 
,vhich Inust have Inade his youthful and impe
tuous Inind exquisitely alive to the slightest ir
ritation. AttaIus, the uncle of the ne\y queen; 
forgetting the politeness or the prudence which 
should have carefully abstained from any affront 
to the prince, and intoxicated by the elevation 
o(his kins\yoman, and perhaps "literally intoxi~ 
cated by bacchanal excess, was rash enough to 
call loudly on the l\1acedonian nobles, 'To of

" Pluto in Alex. "Phit~ ii'i Apophth. 

ll~ 
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, fer libations to' the gods, and implore, that the 
, happy fruits to the king of the present nup ... 
, tials might be legitimate heirs to his throne.' 
~, Wretch 1" cried Alexander, his eyes sparkling 
with fury and vexation, \vhich he had till no\v 
restrainecl, " dost thou call me bastard?" and 
instantly darted his goblet at Attalus, \vho re,;. 
turned the outrage \vith double violence. Cla
mour and confusion spread through the com
pany; and the king, \vho sat at another table~ 
u~sheathed his s\vord, in a sudden tempest of 
)"age,and fle\v towards his son. His ilnpatient 
haste, his lameness, . and the effects of freedon1s 
taken \vith the wine, occasioned him to stum
l>le,' and happily disappointed l1is unpaternal 
purpose. While he lay extended on the £1oor,I 

Alexander, \vith insolence not to be palliated,. 
cried out: ":1\1acedonians! behold the king 
" \vho is preparing to lead you into Asia.-See, 
" in an expedition from that couch to this, he 
cc is fallen to the ground *.'~ 

The serious complexion of the accident con
tributed to recover the party froln disorder; 
Alexander retired. Quitting, soon after, his 
father's court, he conducted his mother OIYln
pias into Epirus, \vhence he himsel~ passed into: 
Illyria. The preceding mark of disrespect to

:lJ Pluto in. Alex. 
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his father and his king Inerits censure emphatic 
and severe: and his retiring into a country 
where Philip \vas regarded as an enemy, \vants 
the pretext of sudden irritation to excuse it, and 
can escape the charge of deep in-grained guilt 
only by supposing that Alexander considered, 
that in the territory of an ally of l\1acedonia, if 
his father, instigated by Attalus, \vere to prove 
unappeasable, he might be delivered up a help
less victiln. I t is not ascertained, it seems ri
diculous to suspect, that Alexander fought in the 
army of the Illyrians, no,v actually engaged in 
hostilities against Philip: but he resided at the 
court of Pleurias, the Illyrian king, when the 
latter, undazzled by Philip's po\ver and repu
tation, now at the highest, made a last effort 
for the independence of his country. Philip 
marched into Illyria at the head of all his forces, 
and gained a complete victory, after an obsti
nate conflict, in ,vhich he was personally ex
posed to imlninent danger. The enemy's forces 
had poured collectively again5t hill).;- and at a 
mOlnent ,vhen he appeared on the point of sink
ing under their resolute attack,-Pausanias, a 

young Macedonian of illu~trious birth, I'e
marked in the court for the gracefulness of his 
person, interposed hinlself before the king, and 
,vithout holding the shield before his own front, 
suffered the furious assailants to bury those ,vea .. 
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pons in his body, ,vhich ,were directed against 
his royal nlaster. Dying in the field, he disclo
sed· the secret of this desperate generosity to 
Attalus, his friend. He told hinl, that a young 
Macedonian, also called Pausanias, his conlpa
nion"and fellow-soldier, had stigmatized the af
fection ,vhich the king entertained for hhn, as 
springing from a shocking passion, \vhich de~ 
graded its object below the rank of humanity; 
that, ilnpatient of the unjust reproach, he had 
formed the resolution of proving, by his death, 
that his attachment to his prince ,vas of the 
1110St virtuous kind, honourable to him as a lnan 
and a soldier. AttaIns, deeply grieved at the 
cause of this desperate sacrifice, determined to 
l"eVenge it on the surviving Pausanias *. 

Philip, on his ~eturn to Pella, found there 
Demaratus the Corinthian, 'VhOlll he received 
,vith the respect \vhich he habitually paid to in
dividuals of consideration and influence in the 
Hellenic states. In a serious conversation on 
the affairs of Greece, the king asked hinl, ,vhe
ther that people had forgot their animosities, 
and lived in harmony and alnicable intercourse? 
Demaratus ans,vered with a freedom ,vhich pro
ved his regard to Philip: " lIo\v can you, Sir! 
'~affect an attention to the' tranquillity of 

$ Leland's Philip, book v. 3. p. 453, 454, edit. 1115, 
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" Greece, when your o,vn fatnily is distracted 
" by jars and dissentions?" The king, roused to' 
reflection by this ingenuous reply, confessed his 
error, and declared an ~arnest resolution to ex
tinguish his domestic quarrels. He immediately 
sent Demaratus into Illyria, to endeavour to 
recal Alexander to his duty: . this anliable 
peace-nlaker brought Alexander to Pella. Olym
pias also appeared once more in the court ofPhi. 
lip; ,vhere, ,vhile she seemed to be satisfied with· 
the titles of" queen," and" mother of the heir. 
" presumptive to the throne," she secretly che
rished an inveterate resentmellt against her hus
band and her rival, and laboured to inspire her 
son."with corresponding sentiments *. She pres
sed on Alexander, ho,v politic it ,vould be, "To 
" increase the number of his friends by a ,vin .. 
" ~ing carriage, and by presents; and to fortify 
" hiIllself against his father's anger, by alliances 
" 'vi~h men ,vho had conlmand and authoritYt" 
The king either pe~etrated these counsels, or ob
served their effects, as he admonished his son, 
, That faithful servants ,yere not to be gained by 
, corrupt arts t.' 

Some time afterwards, Pexodorus, king of 
Caria, made an offer of his daughter in marriage 

$ Leland's Philip, book v. 8. p. 454, 455, edit. 1715. 

t Pluto cap. 15; et Apophth. cap. 33. Pluto Apophth. cap. 31. 
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to Aridreus, one of Philip's natural sons, vvhose 
understanding had been impaired, in his child
hood, by a poison given to him by Olympias, jea
lous of the affection ,vhich his father expressed 
for hin1. I t ,vas represented to Alexander by 
Olympias, seconded by her adherents, that this 
overture ,vas perfectly. agreeable to Philip, ,vho· 
intended to tra~sfer Alexander's right of succes
sion to i\ridreus; they persuaded the prince to 
apply, therefore, privately to PexodoluS, and to 
offer to espouse his daughter himself, as the king 
of Caria could not hesitate in preferring his alli
ance to that of the ideot Aridreus. Of the private 
treaty ,vhich follo,ved these suggestions, Philip 
,vas soon informed; he ,vent to the apartment 
of his son ,vith Philotas, one of Ale:xander's 
principal -favourites, in ,vhose presence he re
proached him ,vith his abject degeneracy, in 
courting tIle alliance of a native of Caria, 
a country held in such contelnpt as to be de
l'ided in a proverb: a conduct unworthy of his 
birth, and of ·the 'throne ,vhich his father reser
ved for him as his undoubted right. Alexander 
,vas unable to ans,ver this charge: bu t Philip, 
in order to effect a complete reconciliation ,vith 
his son, appeared to forget all aniinosi ties, and 
suffered the blaIne of this aff~ir to fall entirely 
on the agents and assistants.-Harpalus, Near ... 
chhs, Phrygius, and Ptolelny, lVIacedonian no~ 
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bles, who had assisted the young prince by their 
counsels, ,vere banished; and Thessalus, the 
principal agent, 'vas, under the king's order, 
seized at Corint4 and sent in chains to ~Iace~ 
don*. 

While Philip indulged his an1bition \vith 
schelnes of greatness and renown, insensible of 
the dangers impending over hiln from the unre ... 
lenting hatred and revenge of 01ympias; an 
occurrence; ,vhich raised considerable conlmo
tion in the court, furnished his repudiated queen 
and incensed son ,vith a powerful assistant to 
their designs. Attalus had concealed, till no\v, 

his purpose-of revenging the death of the self-' 
devoted Pausanias in Illyria, by an infernal re
taliation on the surviving Pausanias. "\Vith an 
appearance of fi-iendship for the latter, he i11-· 
vited him to a feast: here, ,vhen he had, by 
,vine and revelling, rendered hin1 insensible and 
incapable of resistance,-\vith a horrid exulta
tion, he called in his BIenial servants, and ex
posed the unhappy young noblen1an to their 
detestabie insults. Pausanias, ,vhen sensible of 
this brutal outrage, ,vith the fury and indigna,.; 
tion of a generous n1ind, hastened to the king, 
urged his ,vrongs, and loudly called for justice 
and vengeance on AttaIns .. The cause of this 

!:; Leland's Philip, book v. 3. p. 455, 456, edit. 1775. 
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vile transaction had, probably, been disclosed to 
~hilip; ,vhich, operating with his regard for the 
uncle of his new queen, unfortunately influenced 
11itn more than the just complaints of an injured. 
subject. Eluding the demand of Pausanias for 
redress, ll~ ·endeavoured to dissipate his vexa
tion, and vainly ilnagined, that the conferring 
on him a higher conlmand in the anny ·would 
allay the irritating recollection of his 'vrongs .. 
But the ,vounds inflicted on the honour of Pau
sanias were not. thus healed; and the disappoint-, 
ment of revenge added Philip to the objects of 
his resentment *. 

The partisans of Olylnpias and Alexander, 
in officious interview·s ,vith Pausanias, ,vho ,vas 
alternately subject to rage and dejection, ex
pressed the deepest sense of his injuries; repre-. 
senting that the king, by denying justice, made 
himself an accomplice in the guilt of ,i\ttalus ; 
and that the abhorred outrage could not be a
toned \vithout signal and illustriOus vengeancet. 

The secret emissaries of Persia appear to 
11ave availed thelnselves of this chain of odious 
circumstances, as an opportunity to free their 
country from a formidable enemy; making Pau... 
sanias the principal instrument of a conspiracy 
against the life of Philip t. 

'* Leland's Philip, book v. s. p. 458, 459, edit. 1775.. 
t Ibid. p. 459. t Arrian. lib. ii. cap. 14. 
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This unhappy youth, brooding over tIle de
gradation of his character ,vith a distracted and 
corroded nlind, ,vent accidentally into t~le school 
of I-Iermocrates, a professed teacher of philoso
phy; to whOln he proposed the following ques
tion: "'Vhat shall that man do, ,vho proposes 
" to tran~nlit his name ,vith lustre to poste
H rity?" I-Iernlocrates, either because he had 
been drawn into the vortex of the conspiracy, 
or from the naturallnalignity of his temper, re
plied: ." He must kill hinl who hath achieved 
" the greatest actions: tInts shall the nlemory 
" of hin1 who slays, be joined ,vith that of the 
" hero, and both descend together to posterity." 
The lllind of Pausanias, so far from being in a 
disposition to revolt at this proposition, greedily 
received it. Thus various accidents and circulll
stances concurred to prompt.hilll to the dread
ful purpose of satiating his revenge \vith the 
blood of Philip *. 

In the nleantime, the king, confiding that 
l1C had. restored the' tranquillity of his fanlily, 
turned his "Thole attention to his schemes of 
greatness, and the expedition against Persia .. 
He already began the ,var, by detaching AttaIns 
and Parnlenio to the Grecian colonies in Asia, 
'where expelling SOlne of the Persian garnsol1s, 

.. Diod. Sic, lib. xvi. 0·:1:. 
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they restored the inhabitants to freedom and in
dependence *. 

Previously to embarking in the enterprize 
,vith the entire strength of his kingdom and al~ 
lies,-Philip consulted the Delphic oracle, con... 
fiding that the prediction respecting the event 
of the undertaking ,vould be such as to animate 
his soldiers to a sanguine height. The inquiry 
dre\v this answer from the Pythian priestess:. 

(t In fatal pomp, now stands the victim crown'd! 
" The arm already rais'd, that deals the wound t." 

I t did not require' much overstraining ac .. 
. cOlnmodation to interpret the victim to 'be the 
Persians, as marked out a sacrifice to the gods, 
to atone for the profanations \vhich those Bar .. 
barians had fonnerly committed on the temples, 
in Greece. 

Just as the king ,vas on the point of depart
ing on the expedition, his queen Cleopatra ,vas 
delivered of a son. Nearly at the same tillle, 
another gratifying domestic occurrence com
pleted his satisfaction: he concluded a n1arriage 
between one of his daughters, named, like his 
ne,v queen, Cleopatra, and Ale~ander, king of 
Epirus, the brother of Olympias: by this ne\v 
ti~, he conceived that he had secured hinlself 

'* Diod: Sic. lib~ xvi. sect. 91. t Ibid. 
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against any attempts of his first- queen, to dis.. 
turl?, the tranquillity of his kingdOlll throligh 
the assistance of her brother. Philip, in his 
exultatio~ at these joyful events, ordered so.. 
lemn games and festivals to be celebrated; and 
selected JEgre as the scene of magnificel~ce. 
Thither, ori his invitation, deputies fronl every 
Grecian state, and all the individual~ honoured 
,vith marks of his particular consideration and 
friendship, repaired. The concourse ,vas great 
and splendid: the Grecian cities vied with each 
other in expressing respect and affecti9n for the 
leader of their armies. Many of them presented 
hilll ,vith ~ro'vns of gold: Athens, in presenting 
her crown, took so conspicuous a part as to pro ... 
claim, by a ,herald, her interest in the preserva
tion of Philip's life, and a determination to ex... 
elude the man ,vho should Inake an attempt 
against it an asylum in her territory *.. 

To the gaInes succeeded a magnificent ban .. 
quet. His great designs so filled the 111ind of 
Philip, that, surrounded by .gaiety, he asked 
N eoptolemus if he could repeat any verses ap
plicable to t1le affairs of Persia: The player, to 
flatter his master, recited a passage froll1 a tra
gedy called Cinyras, which, he-conceived, could 
apply only to Persian pride and anlbition : 

.. Justin. lib~ ix. 7. Pausan. iII Arcaet Diod~ lib. ·xvi. 91, 9.2. 
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In dazzling pomp, 0 fatally elate! 
Whose tow'ring hopes, whose thoughts, (how great!) 

Excursive, grasp imaginary sway 
O'er realms and nations vast and wide, 
With vain, delusive pride: 

Yea, seize heav'n's concave iiI their airy way:- ' 

Lo! where, in unexpected direful hour.. 
Death comes, inexorable pow'r ! 

To blast these hopes, amIdst their fairest bloom; 
Led by pale horror and despair, 
He stops this mad career, 

And buries all in night's eternal gloom *. 

The day succeeding the feast ,vas assigned 
to entertainments of the theatre, to. \vhich the 
guests and attendan ts of Philip began to 1l10Ve 

by da'wn, ll1arshalled in stately order. Twelve 
statues of the gods \vere borne in procession; a 
thirteenth statue followed, of nl0re exquisite 
ll1aterials and ,vorkmanship, representing the 
king of Macedon, by ,vhich it ,vas preSUll1ptu
ously indicated that he ,vas not unworthy to 
rank alllong the divinities. 'Vhen the Greeks 
and lVlacedonians \vere seated in the theatre, 
Philip CaIne out of his palace, attended by the 
hvo .A.1exanders, his son and son-in-l~\v. Clo~ 

thed in a ,vhite, flowing robe, the kind of ha
biliment in \vhich the Grecian deities ,vere.USll

,. Lelanu':,> "Philip, book v. S. p. 4GS, 4G4, edit. 1115. 
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ally represented,-he moved exultingly fonvard, 
evidently gratified by the applauses of admiring 
cro\vds. His guards had been order~d to keep at 
a distance,in order to show the confidence of the 
king in the affections of his people, and in the 
loyalty of the states and nations his allies. Philip 
had no\v arriv~d at the entrance of the theatre, 
,vhere in a narro\v passage he found a young 
Macedonian noblelnan \vaiting his approach; it 
was Pausanias; the king reached the spot; 
Pausanias drew his poniard, and plunged it into 
his' heart " and the conqueror of 01!Jmp. eX1.. 1. 

Greece, and terror' of l\.sia, fell A. C. 336. 

prostrate, and instantly expired *.' iEtat. Alex. 21. 

The murderer flew to\vards a gate of the 
city, \vhere were stationed horses prepared for 
his escape. In the tumult and confusion of the 
scene, some of the l\Iacedonians cro\vded round 
the fallen king with ineffectual attention, while 
others pursued Pausanias. Among these, \vcre 
Perdiccas,. AttaIus, and Leonatus; the first, ,vho 
excelled in s\viftness, CaIne up to the assassin, 
ashe ,vas just ready to tTIount his horse: but 
one of the feet of Pausanias entangling in son1e 
vines, a violent effort to break away, brought 
hinl to the ground. As he prepared to rise, Per
diccas confined him, and, with his cOlnpanions, 

~ Leland's Philip, book v. 3. p. 465-467; edit. 1715. 
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soon dispatched hiln by repeated \vounds. I-lis 
body \vas inlmediately hung on a gibbet: but, 
in' the Inorning, it appeared cro\vned \vith a 
golden diadeul; an appendage, by ,vhich Olym·. 
pias betrayed her itnplacable resentInent to Phi
lip. In a fe\v days, she more explicitly pub.. 
lished her exultation in her husband's fall, by 
dividing, in an equal degree, to the corpse of 
rausanias, the funereal honours, prepared for 
.Philip: both bodies \vere burned on the same 
pile, and the ashes of both deposited in the 
sanle tomb. She is said to have prevailed on 
the Macedonians to solelunize annual obsequies 
to Pausanias. She consecrated to Apollo th~ 
dagger \vhich had been the instrulnent of the 
fatal deed, having inscribed it \vith the ,vord 
" l\fyrtalis," her name before the loves behveen 
l1er and the king began *. Thus died Philip, 
king of l\Jacedon, at the age of forty-seven 
years: after a reign of twenty-follr, spent in 
sudden strokes of policy; deliberate schemes of 
prospective greatness, 11}any of \vhich he saW'· 
11latured; enterprizes of difficulty and danger, 
SeIdOlll abortive, never calamitous to his arms, 
and 1110Stly fortunate; in insinuating encroach
ments; bold aggressions; wars, chiefly offen
sive, and for the sake of conquest; intervals of 

~ Lda~d's Philip, book, v. 3. p. 467, 468, edit. 1775~ 
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peace, in ,vhich the lap, of peace ,vas used as a; 
couch for hostility to -refresh and rec<?ver 
s~rength; remote expeditions,. which made the 
chastised Barparians, on every frontier, shrink 
froln renewing their invasi,ons, converted from 
marauders to patient, tributaries; ,veIl con
certed canlpaigns against the Greeks, and deci..; 
sive victories over their' disciplined arnlies. He 
enlarged Macedon as a territory, and exalted it 
as a state. He excelled his courtiers in accour' 
plislul1ents; , and ,vas superior, to his Ininist~rs 
a~d generals in polity al~d tactics. Heshone 
as a l11aster of address and eloquence, on no oc
casions more than when 'replyihg to the speeches 
of a legation of Attic, orators. ,\Vith' talents 
that might have Inadehim truly great, he often 
s~crificed humanity and justice to false, glory.' 
T~le historian who should descend to all the 
p'.trticulars of his private life, ,vould have sc:>'lue.... 
tiules to dip his reluctant pen in infamy. 

Olympias, taking a cruel advantage of the 
king's death, forced Cleopatra, the niece of At~ 
talus, to hang herself; and the child1 ,vhich 
that queen had had by Philip, born -aJew :days 
before his death; she murdered: withcirculu" 
stances ofatrQcious barbarity, and un,vOll1anly 
revenge, ~9a~ting iti~ a btaz..en vessel. ,~, Not sa·· 
tisfied ,vitp. :~his, . she. extended ;to the relations 
a~d depe.~dants of the queen, w'hose .death made 

VOL. !. I 
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further rivalry imp·ossible,. the excesses of hel" 
raging. implacability; and- she took, in their 
fall, a gratification proportioned to the degrada.. 
tioD and'misery w'hich she could inflict .. 

CHAP. X.. 

Di/ficultiesalnder wltick Aleraniler commenced Jiis 
reign. He punishes the cO'J13pirators agaiust 
Pkilip.. 

'AT this CJisis, Alexander appeared, as a star of 
benevolent influence, to allay a tempest, whicll,. 
extending its concti&sions.beyond the agitated 
court, shook the kingdom'" The Greeks ,vhom' 
Philip had subjugated, already conceived hopes. 
of liberty: the neighbouring BarbariaBs had re
commenced theil" troublesonle inroads:. and those 
affairs ,vhich depend on·a steady and vigorous
governnlent, ,vere sinking into confusion.. At
talus, ,vllo ,vas at the l1ead ofu.o contemptible
army, had insinuated hhuself int& the affections, 
of the soldie.Fs; and hisconsanguiility ,vith some 
of the principal falni.}ies in l\facedoll, gave hinl 
great influence over them; and this connection' 
he-had exteJlded, by"eontracting(to marry the sis..· 
ter of Philotas: it ,vas impossible for Alexandelr 

http:soldie.Fs
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to rely on this commander, after the indelible" 
and injurious acts of insult and hatred ,vhich 
had. mutually passed between Attalus on the 
one part, and Alexander and his mother. The 
stability of the untried sovereign's pow"er, ,vas 
more strongly menaced by Amyntas, t1~e son of 
Perdiccas, Philip's elder brother: this prince, 
,vho had been Illade one of Philip's sons-in-law, 
~y receiving Cyna in Inarriage, aspired to the 
succession, to lvhichhe intended to step by the 
murder of Alexander. A great part of the 
people, fronl aversion to the tyranny of OIYln
pias, or frol!l propensity to novelty, ,vhile they 
participated in disaffection" to Alexander, were 
divided by attachment to the clashing factions 
of Attalus and Amyntas. There were others; 
lvhose "opposition to Alexander rested on foun .. 
dations still more remote; not scrupling" to as~ 
sert, that, in the" preceding age, AUlyntas II: 
11ad unjustly seized the throne, an usurpation 
\vhich Philip had continued; and that the 
crO'Vll, no\v, ought to revert to Alexander tIle 
descendant* of lEl'0pus. No faction ever had 

"" He is usually called the " son" of lEropus, which it is poS-: 

sible he was: however, as the reigns of PA USANIAS, AMYNTAS II. 
ALEXANDER. II. PERDICCAS III. AND PHILIP, intervened ,between 

the reign of iEropus and that of our Alexander, after whose name 

the ordinal distinction " the Third" is lost in that of" the Great ;" 

it is probable that he "was at least as distant, in the descending line, 
as the degree of glllndson: And it is equally pro'bable, that ~he 

12. 
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recourse to a weaker pretext: as JEropus ap~ 
pears, frOlu history *, to have been an usurper, 
of no ordinary presunlption and infamy; atro-, 
dously supplanting Orestes, (the son of Arche-; 
lall:~') about ,vhose person he had been, elnployed 
as a tutor. 

The individuals fOl~ming the army, the jea.. 
lous natives of various nations, disagreed in theil: 
counsels and diverged in their courses, as they 
felt a disposition to support the pretensions o~ 
this or that party. Alexander. ,vas ne\v in his, 
government, and Philip's sudden death had de
nied tilne to provide against the itnpen~ing 
commotions; and though the ab~lities of the 
prince 'lnight have justified the highest expec
tations, many regarded only his .youth, in ,thei~ 
undervaluing and invidious' estimate. ',They 
, could not imagine, that a person barely hventy, 
, years of age, could support such a ,veight as 
, the 1Vlacedonian gover~ment.' To increase the, 
difficulties of Alexander,-money, one of th~ 
principal nerves of ,var and political influe~lce, 
,vas w'antil1g: ',vhile t1~e Persians ,vere enabled, 

word, (C lEropus" \Vas the material· part of his patronymic to many 
historians, who seem to have introduced it merely to distinguish him 
from the'son of Philip, indifferent about his exact relation to l£ro
pus,. as they mention, without canvassing, his claim. Suspecting 
" son" to' be inaccurate, the Translator has substituted a wQrd of 
comprehensive latitude. 

:' Diod. Si~. lib. xiy. 37. 
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by their great riches, to ll1aintain in activity, 
throughout Greece, elnissaries. corrupting the 
people. To close this- catalogue of embarrass
ing evils, the Tuscan pirates infested and plun
dered the maritime parts of }.Ila'cedonia. 
. Alexander sUlnmonecl his confidential adhe

rents, to deliberate ,vith him on the'state of 
public affairs. S0111C of these advised, '~ That 
"suspending attention to Greece, he should cn
,- deavour, by mildness and insinuation,' to reco ... 
,"ver to their duty, both the disaffected Macedo
, nians and revolted Barbarians; that, the intes
, tine murmurs and conl1notions being allayed, 
"he l1light ,vith the more ease repress any'dis
, ord'ers in the dependent and tributary states.' 

.. But the' young prince, ,vith ll1agnanimity 
and decision, rejected these titnid counsels. 
He told the proposers of. them, 'That 'he 
'''should be for ever exposed to the 'contenlpt 
~ of all the ,vorld, if, in the beginniizg if' his 
, reign, he suffered hilllSelf to be despised; that 
, that ilupression of his character, ,vhich he 
"should stmup upon general opiI)ion, at his' 
, entering upon the governl11ent, ,vQuld influ~ 

, ence the tenor of his whole life. That the 
, death of Philip ,vas no less unexpected to the 
, 'rebels than to hilnself; that, therefore, 'vhil~ 
, they ,vere yet in, the disorder of hurry, and' ir':' 
~ resolute as to their Ineasures, the i~surrecti~n 
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~ might be easily suppressed: whereas, delay 
, ,vould enconrage the authors ~f the sedition, 
, and give time to the ,vavering to join with the 
, openly disaffected; and that it ,vould be doubly 
, difficult to reduce an enemy thus prepared 
, and confinued. At present, the event of the 
, affair depended less upon strength than ,upon 
, ~nticipation and expedition. That if he show .. 
, ed q.ny fear of the tributary states, ,vhile they 
, ,vere single and. disunited, what ,vould prptect 
, him ,vhen a tiInid, impolitic forb~arance should 
, have invited them tQ. attack hinl with confe"! 
, derated forces?' 

To the people he, aftenvards, made a speech 
to tIle. same effect; adding, 'That he had pro
e ceedings in contemplation, ,vhich should 
~ make both his subjects and.his enemies ac
e knowledge, that, by his father's death, the 
'nallle and person only of the king ,vas 
., changed; that, ,vith regard to conduct and 
~ courage, they should not find hiIn a different 
e commander. That nOhvithstanding SOlne ma~ 
, lignant spirits had taken that opportunity to 
, excite distut:ban~es, they should, shortly, be 
e punished suitably to their demerits, if the l\fa"! 
, cedonians ,vould lend him the ~alne courage 
, and nerves ,vith Which th~y had, for so many 
, years, ~ssisted his father, and by which th~y 
, l1ad reaped glory and victory, foIlo'v~d b¥ 
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, permanent benefits. That to encourage them 
, to take the field with cheerfulness and ala
e crity, he discharged them of all duties, except 
e that of mili'tary service.' 

Fortun~ seconded the king's designs, ,vhich 
be executed, in 'every particular, ,vith as much 
energy as he had imparted them." He took at 
Ql1ce measures for his personal safety; ,and vin
dicated his loyalty to his father. He defeated 
the treasonable practices of Amyntas; and he 
took off Attalus, by,the agency of Hecatreus and 
Parmenio. Of the conspirators against Philip, 
he pardoned only Lyncestes; ,vho,vas distin
guished by this lenity, 'lnd pelomitted to attend 
Alexander when he entered upon the sovereign
ty, because he had been the first that saluted 
him "king." He ordered the execution of all 
the rest; conceiving that,by thus severely 
avenging Philip, he should promote his o\vn 
safety, and effectually silence the report that 
he had been privy to his father's death. 

The frequent dissentions between Philip and 
Alexander, had obtained partial reception for a ru
mour, that Pausanias had disclosed to the prince 
his wrongs and his discontent, and that Alexan
der had ,vickedly spurred hitn on to execute his 
half~avo'ved desperate design, by quoting a 
line of Euripides, in ,vhich l\Iedea threatens 
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to involve in one great sacrifice to 11er' resent
ment, 

tTHE FATHER, BRIDE,' AND HUSBAND. 

At a subsequent era of his life, Alexander, in 
a letter to Darius, thro,vs the odium of Philip's 
assassination upon the Pers~ans, asserting that, 
Persian gold had corrupted the nlurd~rers. And 
just previous to his death, in order to kave a 
solemn and penllanent testitllony against thy 
suspicion, that he could' have connived at SQ 

foul a transaction, he had it in contemplation 
to build a Inagnificent teil1ple in honour of his 
father. This, like many' of his med~tated ,vorks" 
though 'he left an ~xplicit memorial of hi~ inten,
tion, was neglected by his successors. 

CHAP. XI. 

Alexander prevents the revolt '!! tIle Thessalians .. 
.At Thermopylce; at Corinth,. is elected to suc., 
~~ed hi~ fa til er, as general oj' the Gree/cs. 
His interview witlt Diogenes.' Accepts an in.,. 
cidental e.rpression of the Pytlzian priestess, as 
an ora~le! Jl,ed?,ces Tlzrace. Omens oj', llis 
'good. .fortune! In an expeditio?z against the 
Trihalli his success is incomplete., 

'ALEXANDER, perceiving that to retai~ th~ 
sovereignty of Greece, which Philip had so re~ 
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cently acquired, 'vas essential to the prosecu~ 
tion and completion of greater projects, nlarched 
an' arniy, \vith unhalting celerity, to the frontiers, 
of Thessaly, before the people of that country' 
had tilne to concert any fornlidable opposition .. 
Some of the Thessalians had begun to lift their 
lTie\vs up to independence; and haviilg possess
ed themselves of the streits at Tenlpe, obstructed, 
the march of Alexander tIu'ough that important 
pass. Between the mountains, Olympus anel, 
Ossa, \vhich constitute a barrier betw'een l\Ia
cedon and Thessal y, a small openi ng left by nu-, 
tlire forms this' yalley, not nlore celebrated by 
the hIstorians than by the poets. The river 
Peneus enrIches it \vith pcrnlanent verdure; 011 

each side of the cui-rent, \vhich falls \vith a 111e- ! 

lo'dious cadence,-inyiting green alleys, arbours 
of laurel, grottoes excayated in' the hill-sides ~:, 
are heightened in their rOlnantic effect by the 
,varbling of birds; to breathe the' salubrious 
air; is to respire refteshnlent and happiness; 
the picturesque scenery is a " fcsthTal for tIle 
,,' eyes;" the ancients honoured the place ,vith sa
cdfices, 'as the 1110st delightful on earth. The 
niilitary track through an asyluin of sequestered 
amenity, \vhich should not have been disturbed 
by' the clashing of anns, extended in -lengtb 

,If: 'franslnti"on of Anach~rsis' Travels, vot ii! 
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forty stadia:ll<; in the narro,vest parts it ,vill 
hardly admit a loaded horse, so that ten men 
are a garrison for the pass. But Alexander 
Inade his way over rocks, which had been 
deenled impervious, cutting steps up the side 
of mount Ossa, resell1bling a ,vinding staircase, 
and so terrified the people by decision and cele
rity, that, without farther opposition, they de ... 
creed him the tributes and revenues, togethep 
with the sovereignty, on the same conditions 
on ,vhich Philip had enjoyed them. The king, 
on his part, granted an immunity from all du
ties to Phthia, because 'it had been the birth ... 
place of Achilles, the founder of his family; 
declaring that that hero should be his model, as 
thOUg~l he ,vere his c01l1panion and fellow-sol
~lier, in the ,var he ,vas about to undertak~ 
against the Persians. 

From Phthiotis, Alexander Inarched to 
Thermopylre, 'Vhel"e 'was sitting the grand 
council of Greece; termed, 'vhen ever this gate 
of Greece was the plaGeof convention, the Py
laic counciL At this publio assembly of the 
states, he ,vas solemnly created captain-general 
of the Greeks, in the room of his f'lther. He 
had the policy to· confirm to the Ambraciotre 
their liberty, which, a few days previouslYJ 

~ About a leaglle and a half. 
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they had recovered by driving 'out the l\~acedo.. 
nian garrison; assuring thenl that he should 
have spontaneously restored them to freedom,' 
if they had not prevented his intention. 

Alexander no\v led his army to Thebes: 
where, after h~ving subdued the pertinacity of 
Breotia and Athens, the two states ,vho ha,d 
most opposed his nleasures, he ordered all the 
Greek·' deputies to meet hinl at Corinth. At 
this assenlbly, the former decree of the Anlphic~ 
tyons ,vas con~rnled; and he 'vas, by their. suf
frages, conlmissioned to succeed Philip as cap
tain-general of Greece. At the same time, the 
council declared the anl0unt. of force ,vhich 
each state \vas to furnish in the Persian ,yare 

In the city of Corinth resided Diogenes, 
,vho had embraced voluntary poverty, accord .. 
ing to the principles of the cynics; preferring 
a free mind, under self-controul, to riches and 
·cares. The eccentric philosopher ,vas sunning 
hitnself in a cypress grove, plan ted in the Cra
neuru, a part of the suburbs of Corinth, ,vhen 
Alexander, dra,vn by strong curiosity, ap~ 

proached. The king, in a condescending man
ner, i.nquired, in what he might. gratify or 
oblige him: "l\1ove on one side/' said the 
cynic, "and do not intercept the su~-beanls." 
Surprized at this unexpected reply, the l\1ace
~lol1iap. ~ouJd not r~frain froll1 admiring the 
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nlan, ,vhom a monarch in the height of pro~' 
sperity had it not in his po,ver to oblige; ex-· 
claitning, that -" lIe should choose to be Dio--, 
" genes if he ,vere not Alexander." For that 

.elevation of mind "Tith -,vhich the philosopher 
looked do,vn upon all those things in the pur-' 
suit of. ,vhicq the rest of. nlankind sacrifice 
t)1elnselves, did not escape the penetration of 
the youthful sovereign; at the -same tiil1e, he 
,vas too blinded by insatiable desires to be able 
to cotnprehend ho,v much better it might be to
resign superfluities than to possess necessaries; 
or rather; than to possess thoseconveniencies, 
,vhich, in the overrating opinion of mankind, 
are considered as necessaries. 

On leaving the Peloponnesus, the sanguine 
l~ader of the Greek~ visited Delphi, to inquire 
from Apollo the event of the Persian expedition. 
The virgin priestess having declared it ~o be un- 
la,vful to -consult t!le deity for some days, Alex.:. 
a~der-'vent to l1er,- and seized her ,vith, his o'vn ' 
hands, and ,vas proceeding to drag her forcibly 
to the temple. In her ,\ray thither, after si- 
lently reflecting that the custom of the country' 

. had been overCOlne, by the king's singular pro- ' 
c'edure, s1le cried out: "Thou art invincible, my J 

H son F'At \vhich ,vords he stopped her, say.:. 

ing, 'That he, accepted the omen, and that there 

_' 'vas· no occasion for any further oracle.' 
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These transactions of Alexander in Greece, 
passed in, a small space o~ time. Returned· to 
his kingdoln, he. vigorously applied himself to' 
vindicate the dignity of the l\1"acedonian sceptre.' 
Every thing prepared, he marched from AUlphi
polis in the beginning of the spring, against the
unsubdued inhabitants of Thrace; and in ten 
days arrived at llloun t Hremus. A great b~dy 
ofThracians; to obstruct his progress, had taken· 
possession of the summit of a mountain COlll-' 
Dlanding the pass.. Round their camp they had 
planted ,var-chariots so as to resemble an en-' 
tl~enchment, intending. to roll thelll down upon 
their assailants .. Alexander penetrating the stra
tagem of the Barbarians, gave orders to. his sol
diers, 'That upon the furious advance of the cha ... 
, riots, theysholiid open to the right and left, and 
, thus let th,enl pass without nlischief; and such 
, l\.facedonians as cottld not lnove' in tilne, 
, should fall flat upon the ground, coverillg 
, t11elTIselves \vith their bucklers, as its ill1pene
, trable· shell covers the tortoise.' Thus, they 
rendered abortive the enelny's stratagelll; for a 
great part of the chariots rushed through the 
avenues nlade for them; and those ,vhich ,vhir
lcd~ver the :Nfacedonians couching under tar
gets, fle\v \vith too botinding and rapid a cours~ 
t~; crush by their \veight the individuals who~ 
they touched. Thus the telnpest rattled by 



SUPPLEMENT . Book t126 

\vith harmless thunder. 'Vhen delivered from 
this terror, the l\1acedonians ,vith eager accl~
mations began the charge. The archers from 
the right ,ving, advancing, galled the protruding 
van of the Barbarians ,vith incessant flights of 
arrows. So that the phalanx ,vas covered ,vhile 
it moved up to the SUlnll1itof the mountain: 
here they had no sooner rendered their footing 
firm, than the'victoty ceased to be doubtful; and 
they had merely to drive or disperse the enelny, 
,vho ,vere either naked or but slightly armed. 
But the Cil'CUlllstance of not being loaded ,vith 
accoutrements, ,vhich had exposed, the Barba
rians, during the engagement, promoted their 
flight; and the greater part escaped ,vithout dif.. 
ficulty, being well acqnainted ,vith the country. 
About fifteen hundred ll1en ,vcre killed; a great 
number 'of ,vornen and children ,vere taken; 
arid the conqueror obtained a' booty ,vhich 
appeared ample, ,contrasted with the kno,Vli 
penury of the country. He sent the plunder 
and the captives of both sexes, escorted by Ly
sanias and Philotas, to be .Sold in the n1aritillle 
cities on the Euxine *. 

Having opened a passage through mount 
Hrelllus, he penetrated into the interior of 
Thrace. The inhabitants of that country had 

• Arrian. Alexunq. Experut: lib. i. p. ~, et seq. 
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a grove consecrated by their ancestors t? Bac .. 
chus, ,vhom they held in peculiar veneration. 
Here; while Alexander ,vas sacrificing according 
to Barbarian rites, there arose froln the ,vine 
which he poured on the altar a column of flame, 
\vhich-mounting above the roof of the temple, 
seemed "aspiring to the heavens: hence the spec
tato~s inferred, that the king's glory was to have 
no otherbounds.· Another prodigy countenan
ced the interpretation of the preceding. In 
the country of the Ouryssa, in the interior of 
Tll1~ace,' stands the mountain Libethrus, \vhich 
gives its name to· the city reno,vned as the 
birth-place. of Orpheus: here, the statue of the 
poet, carved of cypress ,vood, and ,vatched ,vith 
deifying attention, ,vas observed to sweat pro
fusely. 'Vitnesses of this phenolnenon reported 
it to the king. Many ,vere fearfully solicitous 
to kno\v. ,vhat it port~nded. Aristander dissi
pated their anxiety, by announcing, that the 
perspiration of the statue prefigured the ar
duous employment ,vhich the exploits of Alex
ander \vould create for future poets, and ,vas a 
synlbol of the generous heat ,vith which so en
nobling a 'Subject ,vou1d fire them *. 

The .Triballi, a brave people, inhabit the re..;. 

* Quibus decantandis alumni filiique },[lL.~arllm multum desuda
turi essent.-FREINSU.-To translate this literally, might, in these 
days, injure the reputation Qf Aristal1der, as n. conjuror. 
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gion which lies beyond mount lIrelnus. Syrmus, 
their king, apprized of the l\lacedonian expedi
tion, had fled 'to Peuce, an' island in th~ Ister, 
carr~Jing ,vith hinl all incapacitated b~ sex or 
aO'e for service in the field: the river, which

b , 

had steep and rugged banks, availing Synnus as 
a fortification, contributed, \vith, the vigilance, 
and bravery \vith wh~ch it ,vas defended" 'to foil 
the attack of Alexander, ,~ho had fe\v sJlips•. 
'Vhat fleet Alexander had, he had just received 
from Byzantium *. The ~facedonians \vere for
ced to retire, without adding the reduction of 
the island to their successes. In their approach 
t{) it, they had attacked a separate army of the 
Triballi, and, losing scarcely fifty luell, had 
killed three thousand of the enenlY. 

CHAP. XII. 

Ale.rander's e:rpcdition beyond tIle Isler against 
the Getce. Embassy.from the Germans: ZlJhose 
alliance he accepts. He grants peace to the Tri
hallie Guards against commotions in Thrace • 
. Defeats a rebellion W· the II!JJrians. 

RELINQUISHING the attempt to reduce 
king Syrnlus, Alexander turned the fury of hi~ 

~ Arrian, ut supr~. 
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anns against dIe Geta'; who, on the opposite 
bank; seenlcd to challenge him ,vith four thbu
sand horse and ten thousand foot, drawn up in 
order of battle. He undertook this dangerous· 
enterprize not so much for any useful influence 
,vhich it Inight have on the.,var, as from a de-' 
s"ire of fame,. and that he might enjoy the tri-
ulnph of having effected over the lat~gest river 
in Europe, a passage which ferocious nations· 
stood armed to dispute. Having embarked as 
l11any cavalry, fifteen ·hundred, as· could be re... 
ceived in a fe,v., vessels 'collected froln the, naoJ 

tives, ,vho IIad employed them· in fishing, . COIll-' 

111erce, or piracy,-he transported four thousand 
infantry, partly in boats obtained in the same
,vay; and partly-on hides filled ,vith stra,v, on 
bladders, and ,9.ther buoyant nlaterials. Night 
fl},voured their passage, 'and fields of high and 
thick corn·lnasked their landing. He directed 
the foot to march through tIle corn "\vith trans
versed spears, to facilitate their passage through 
it, and to pronlote theirconcealnlent *; the ca ... 
valrymoved 'in the rear, till the M.acedollians 
had penetrated to the plain, when the cavalry 
advanced to the front. The Getre, struck ,vith 
terror ·at the unexpected appearance of their 
enelnies, scarcely bore the first charge of the 

.. Gillies's Greece, chap. xxxvii. 
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cavalry; and no sooner arrived the phalanx: 
under Nicanor, than they fled in precipitate 
disorder to a to,vn four miles distant from the 
river. Though the king did not pursue ,vith
out skirting the river, to avoid the danger of an 
ambush, they had barely time to escape to the 
~orthern desert ,vith their ,vives and children, 
and such things as they could hastily transport 
on horses. 

The booty ·which they had abandoned, ,vas 
consigned to the care of Meleager and Philip. 
In the same day,-Ale~ander demolished the 
to,vn; erected on the banks of the Ister, altars 
to Jupiter and Hercules, and to the god of the 
Ister, because it had been propitious in his pas
sage; and retired with the army, satisfied ,vith 
a bloodl.ess victory. 

He was follo,vedby messengers, as ,veIl 
from king Synnus as from the bordering na
tions; bringing presents, and soliciting peace. 
There now, also, reached him aInbassadors frOll1 

the Celts or Germans, ,vho inhabit the ,vhole 
region ,vhich lies bet\veen the Adriatic gulf and 
the source of the Ister; risin"g in Gennany, this 
river, in the language of that country, is called 
the Danube. The king suppressed his astonish
ment at -their large stature; and to chastise thei.r 
evident haughtiness of spirit, asked theln, ,vhat, 
of all things~" they most dreaded? e~pecting 
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them to ackriowlege, that his victories had inti .. 
midated them. But they replied, 'That they 
r °were not greatly afraid of any thing, unless it 
, 'were that the heavens ~tght fall upon their 
~ heads;· at the same time, they had a value for 
, the friendship of brave mell.' Struck ,vith ·so 
unexpected an °ans,ver, he ,vas silent for an in .. 
terval, or consulned the interval in whispering 
to his attendants: "The Celtre are an arrogant 
"nation.~' He then declared them his fi'iends, 
and entered into that alliance which these rug.:. 
ged negociators had come to seek *. 

He granted peace to Syrmus, and the na" 
tions bordering on the Triballi. 

Feeling that he had sufficiently asserted the 
llonour of his arms in these inhospitable regions, 
he turned his tnind to the expedition against 
Persia, where the prize ,vas higher, 'v hi Ie the 
difficulty and danger ,vere less. His uncle, 
Alexander of EpiI'us, surnamed l\folossus, af
tenvards reflected on hilTI as having directed 
his arms ~ast'vard fronl this motive. The king 
of Epirus, ,vho in several severe campaigns i'n..: 
vaded our rising state, 'v hile Alexander of ~Ia
cedon was' over-running ° Persia, conlplained of 
the inequality of their lots, observing: "t con

~ Arrian, lib. i. p. 5. Strabo, lib. viii. p. 208; 209. ° 
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" tend "vith Inen; Iny nephe,v, with 'vo
" men *~" 

On his return, Alexander carried ,vith hinl 
the chieftains of Thrace, and such of the inha
bitants as ,vere distinguished by their riches, 

. activity, or courage, lest they should attenlpt 
any innovation in his absence. He led them .in 
his train under the pretext, that they were se
lected to be his companions in the Persian war. 
He kne,v that faction becolnes a motionless hy
dra, \vhen deprived of its heads. 

In his course homeward through the coun
tries of the Agrians and the Preonians, Alexan
der received intelligence of a conlmotion in 
Illyria. To trace back for an interval the his
tory of lVlacedonia and Illyria,-When Philip, 
on the death of Perdiccas, assumed the govern
men t, he fOllnd part of lVlacedon in po~session 
of the victoriolls Illyrians, and the' remainder 
subject to a disgraceful tribute. To rescue the 
independence of his country, Philip ,vaited only 
till he had disposed of his other enelnies, before 
he marched an army of ten thousand foot and 

;jf, The description of.the Persian army, infra, book iii. chap. 3. 
sect. '7'. will justify' Alexander or Epir.us in calling them women. 
Still the extraordinary brilliancy of his nephew's exploits in an expe
dition, an obligation to prosecute which, descended to l\im with his 
crown, appears too conspicuous to require vindication. 
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six hundred horse against the Illyrians. Bar
dyIlis, by talents and_valour, had risen froln the 
obscure condition of a collier to be king of 11
lyria, a post in which he had established himself 
by remarkable equity in partitioning the spoil 
,vith his soldiers. This leader, now at the age 
of ninety, sensible of the extraordinary abilities 
and vigour of Philip, no\v in the sunl1ner of life, 
proposed a peace on the basis, that each party 
should retain his present possessions. Philip, 
on the contrary, insisted that Bardyllis should 
ilnmediately evacuate all his conquests in Mace
don: Bardyllis answered by advancing into the 
field: the two arIllies 111et; and, after a'sangui
nary conflict, the Illyrians ,vere totally defeated 
,vith the loss of seven thousand men killed, 
a1110ng ,vhom fell their. ,varlike leader *. In 
conseq!lence of this battle, Illyria sunk into a 
province dependent on Macedon; and so re
Inained, \vithout an effort to rise till the present 
era of Alexander's life. But Clitus, the son of 
Bardyllis, conceiving it to be a favoura~ble 1110
n1ent to burst froln subjection, ,vhile Alexander 
,vas engaged with the po,verful nations beyond 
the Ister, prevailed upon the Illyrians to revolt, 
and concerted an alliance ,vith Glaucias, king 
of the Taulantii, another Illyrian tribe. Fur., 

* Leland's Philip; book i. sect. 2~ 
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ther, Clitus had gained to his desperate purpose 
the Autariqtre, ,vho undertook to fall suddenly 
upon the Macedonians, during their ll1al'ch. 
Lang~rus, king of the Agrians, ,vho, in the 
life-time of Philip, ha? corresponded with Alex .. 
~nder, remained true to his interest, in1parted 
'what he knew' of the design, and entreated 
Alexander to commit the management of the 
latter people to him, promising that the Agri ... 
ans should furnish the Autariatre so much enl ... 
ployment, that, in the necessity of defending 
themselves, they would cease to think of dis
turbing the Macedonians. The king encouraged 
ihis young prince with high commendations of 
llis fidelity; honoured him ,vith magnificent 
presellts; ano, on dislnissing him, prolnised, 
that should Langarus perform the service ,vhich 
lle had undertaken, he should receive in Inar
'riage Cyna, Alexander's sister, ,vhom Philip 
had had by an Illyrin:n woman, and had given 
to Amyntas. The Agrianchief ,vas faithful 
and successful; but died before h~ could be put 
in possession of the promised re\vard. 

The Autariatre counteracted find reduced, 
Alexander advanced, 'without 'opposition, as far 
as Pellion, . a town in De&~aretia, situate on the 
loiver Eordakus. The Au tariatre here, indeed, 
presented a countenance a~ detern1ined to give 
him battle, rushing out of th~ir fortresses with 
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every demonstration of fury: but they fled be
fore Alexander could commence t11e action, not
,vithstanding they had possessed themselves of 
all the advantageous posts, and of .the roads 
,vhich ,vere rendered difficult by extrenle nar
rowness, or dangerous by the neighbourhood of 
,vooels. ~he Macedonians no\v. met a spectacle 
to disgust and shock theln: Three boys, as 
lnany virgins, and three black rams; all slaugh
tered together; lying in a confused heap: The 
blood .of these the Barbarians, incited by a hor
rible superstition, had mi~gled, in their cruel 
rites, as a sacrifice to the gods, in order to .ob
tain courage in battle: but the offended deity 
revenged the inhumanity and inlpiety ~f these 
guilty \vretches, by refusing to animate them 
,vith courage, and by causing them to expose 
their extreme co\vardice. 

The king having driven them ,vithin their 
fortificati.ons" pr.oposed to confine thenl there 
by raising an outward ,vall; but the arrival, .on 
the f.oll.owing, day, of Glaucias, chief of the 
Taulantii, with a great force, dissipated all his 
expectations of taking the to\vn, and .obliged 
him t.o plan a safe retreat. l\ieanwhile, Phil.o
tas had been sent .out with an escort .of horse, 
to forage with the cattle used to transport the 
baggage: Alexander was no\v informed that 
the detachment ,vas in danger; for Glaucias, 
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who had. seized the heights which surrounded 
the plain, was waiting to fall upon it. The 
king, therefore, leaving apart of his arnlY in 
the camp, to prevent any sallies from the tow"n, 
marched promptly with the rest of the troops 
to sUPP9rt Philotas: by this movement he inti
nlidated the Illyrians, and safely conducted the 
foragers to the calnp. 

In his line of Inarch, he had to provide 
against many obstacles and dangers; for the ri.. 
ver, on one side, and" steep and craggy heights, 
on the other, left so compressed an interval for a 
road, that, in places, it ,vas difficult for four TIlen 
to march abreast; and Glaucias had posted, on 
the overlooking hills,_ several companies of arch
ers and slingers, with a considerable detachnlcnt 
ofheavy-armed soldiers. This induced Alexander 
to place two hundred cavalry before the right, 
and as many before t11e left ,ving of the pha
lanx, directing both these covering parties, 
, To keep their spears erect till a preconcerted 
, signal; then to present them to the enemy, fa
, cing to th~ right, or to the left, as in the act 
~ of Inaking"q. charge.' This stratagenl kept the 
enemy in suspense. The phalanx, divided into 
two bodies, at the sanle thne pressed quickly 
forward. At lengtll,. reuniting the phalanx, 
.A.l~xander dre\v it up in the fornl of a 'vedge, 
and fell furiou~ly 011 th~ Illyria.p. forces, ,vho, 
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amazed at the- promptitude and generalship of 
the fllovelnent, fled hastily to\vards the town. 
The few enelnies ,vhich relnained on the 111onn

tain \vhich the l\1acedonians had thus passed. 
the king' no\v dislodged, and ,vith two thou
sand Agrians and his archers took possession of 

_the post, in order to cover and facilitate the pas
sage of .the phalanx over the Eordaicus. Nor 
,vas this unobserved by theenenlY, ,~ho having 
:watched till the colnp1etely-anned of ...J\]ex
ander's force had passed the river, sllddenly car
ried their whole anny to\vard the 111ountains, to 
assail the -l\lacedonian rear. But the kil1g~ 

:who comnlunded these light troops in person, 
received thelll \vith undaunted firmness; ,vhile 
the phalanx, ,,,ith loud acc1an1ations, appeared 
in Inotion to repass the river to succour their 
c0111panions in arnlS; demonstrations \vhich 
struck terror into the Illyrians. .Alexander, 
,vho had foreseen these incidents i1:1 succession, 
had-_ ordered his troops, on reaching the oppo
site side, to forll1 in order of battle, and to ex
tend their left (which inclined toward the river 
and the enelny) as far as possible, in order to 
lnake the lil0rc fonnidable display. The 'fau
lalltii, led by this stratageul to expect that 
the ,vholc anny would fall upon theIn, retired 
to a sn1all distance. _Alexander, seizing the 
OppDrt.unity, I)10Ved ,vith celerity to the river, 
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which he passed w'ith the first body; and to 
protect those bringing up the rear froln being 
further harrassed by the enemy, he disposed 
his engines on the bank so as to pour across 
furious discharges of missile weapons upon the 
Barbarians; such of his troops as had already 
entered the river plying them, at the same time, 
"\vith darts and arro,vs. By this means forcing 
the enemy to fall back, he brought the most 
exposed of his companies over ,vithout the loss 
of an individuqJ. 

Three days aftenvards, the king received in
telligence that the enemy, ilnputing his' depar
ture to fear, and regarding all danger to theln
selve's as ceased, straggled here and there ,vith .. 
out order or precaution, having round their 
camp neither breast-,vork nor entrenchlnent, 
nor advanced guards, nor centinels. Taking, 
therefore,w'ith l1im, the archers and Agrians, 
and that body of Macedonians ,vhich Perdiccas 
and Crenos cOlnmanded, Alexander repassed the 
river· in the night, and marched to,vards the 
Barbarians ,vith incessant expedition, command
ing the rest of the army to follow. W~ithout 

.,vaiting the junction, a delay which might l1ave 
forfeited the opportunity, he sent forward the 
Iight-anned soldiers; then ,vith such other for;. 
ces as he had collected, falling himself UpOll the 
~nemy) ,vhom he found unarmed. and h~'f.. 
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;lsle~p, he made a great slaughter, took a con .. 
siderable nunlber prisoners, and put the re... 
luainder -to flight, pursuing them as far as the 
mountains of the Taulantii. Clitus, in complete 
consternation, at first ~ook refuge in Pellion: 
but afterwards, distrusting either the fortifica
tions or his troops, he burnt the to'Vll; and de
serting both the 4utariatre and his own Illyri
ans, ,vent to live in exile anlong the Taulantii. 

CHAP. XIII. 

The Thebans, deceived hy a rll7J20Ur that Ale..l'ander 
had been killed, perfidiously murder Ids oJIicers 
in the Cadmea, and commence hostilities. Tlzej 
send embassies to the othel~ states. Demosthelles' 
public advice, and individual' conduct. Tempo.: 
rizing policy ifa venal Arcadian leader. Ale.r
ander's rapid march. His moderation. The ob

~tinacy if the Thehans. The city stormed and 
taken. Sufferings' qf' the Thebans. Pindar's 

posterity among the families spared and favoill~-
eq,. Anecdote of Timoclea. 

MEANWHILE, a rtUllour pervading Greece 
that Alexander had been killed by the Triballi, 
inspired the enemies of the l\1acedonian interest 
)vith sanguine hopes of a revolution. l\1en of
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ten dra\v upon thems'e1ves real calamities, by a 
propensity to believe, on the slightest authority, 
news ,vhich meets their \vishes; and to mea
sures cOlunlenced on the faith of a fabrication, 
they adhere as .tenaciously, as though by che
rishing an inveterate. mistake, they could con
quer truth itself. 

One practiseI' on credulity ,vas vile enough 
to affirm, that he' saw the king surrounded; and 
to obviate all doubt in the auditors, he assured 
theIn, tllat the \vound which he sho\ved, he had 
received in the same action: The eagerness 
,vith \vhich the ears of the common people of 
Greece drank this untruth, and the \vannth and 
confidence ,vith which it ,vas circulated, occa
sioned great disasters to the city of Thebes. 
For part of t110se citizens ,vholn Philip had ba
nisl1ed, being elated by it, conspired, under 
the orders of Phrenice and Prothytes, basely to 
murder the ~/Iacedonian officers attached to the 
garrison of the Cadmea: Alnyntas and Titno
lans *, the commanders, in the midst of a \valk 
which they were taking, at a distance frol11 the 
citadel, unsuspicious of treachery, \vere sud
denly dispatched. The inhabitants of Thebe~ 
concurring \vith unfortunate alacrity in this ill ... 
timed effort to deliver their country, blockaded 

• Gillies's Greece, chap. xxxvii. 
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the garrison; surrounding it ,vith a double ranl
part and a nloat, to exclude pr.ovisions or re
inforcemen ts. . 

fla.ving effected this, the Thebans expe
dited aUlbassadors to all the Grecian states, en
treating assistance to recover that liberty of 
,vhich they had been so un,vorthily deprived. At 
A'thens,-Demosthenes, fronl rooted abhorrence 
of l\facedon.ian ascendency, Inoved his fello.\v
citizens to send speedy succours to Thebes :
these \verenot, 'ho\vever, sent, because the Atl~e
nians were so intiInidated by the unexpected re
turn of Alexander, that they deemed it prudent, 
first, to observe \vhich way fortune inclined. 
~Iean'vhile, Demosthenes assisted the Thebans. 
frolH his private funds, and transmitted then1. a 
great supply of arms: those capable of military 
service, ,vhom Philip had deprived of arms> be
ing thus equipped, closely pressed the l\facedo
nian garrison in the Cadmea. 

A strong body of Peloponnesians soon col
lected at the Istll1llus: to these Antipater dis
·patched Inessengers, cautioning thetn not to 
infringe the decree of united' Greece, by en
tertaining overtures fronl Alexander's declared 
enetnies: they,. however, ga.ve audience to the 
Theban ambassadors. The lnass of the Pclo· 
ponnesian soldiers sYlnpathizeu in the feelings, 
a~d adopted the resolutions, of the revot'ted 
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state :-,:vhile Astylus, their leader, an Arcadian 
by extraction, -had rec'ourse to anlbiguity and 
delay, not so much from any apprehended diffi.a. 
culty in the undertaking, as from the ilnpulse 
of the most sordid avarice; calculating; from 
the urgent necessities of the Thebans, to wring 
the greater price for his assistance. He de
lnanded ten talent~, a sum ,vhich the Thebans 
could not iInmediate1y make up; the Macedo ... 
nian party brought him that sum, and he re.;o 
mained inactive. Thus ,vas rendered abortive 
the expectation of aid from the Arcadians~ 

Demosthenes, h~)\vever, by an opportune dona ... 
tive to another body of Peloponnesians, prevent
ed them from marching against the Thebans. 
Demosthenes is represented to have received 
three hundred talents froul the Persians, to be 
(lisbursed in a nlanner calculated to undermine 
the plans, and enlbarrass the proceedings of 
Alexander. 

As soon as intelligence of these transactions 
could reach the king, he marched froln Pel
lion ,vith unremitting rapidity through Eordrea 
and Elynliotis; and having passed the rocks 
Strymphrea and Paryrea, on the seventh day ar ... 
rived at Pellenre, a to"vn in Thessaly. In six 
days . more he had penetrated to Bceotia; 
,vhence. he immediately stretched to Onchestus,_ 
distant about six luiles fronl Thebes. 1\lean
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while, entirely ignorant of the motions ?f Alex
ander, the Thebans acted with hardihood rather 
than wisdom. They did not KNOW that the 
Macedonian army had yet passed the Pylre; and 
with regard to the king's arrival in person, they 
tr~ated it as altogether incredible; seriously a~
serting it to be a different Alexander, a descend
ant of lEropus, that now cOlnlnanded the army. 

The king, . having encamped near the temple 
of Iolaus, before the gate Prretis, had· the Ino
deration to allo\v the Thebans an interval to re
pent. They, instead of negociating, Inade a 
sally against the outposts of the l\lacedonians, 
killing sonle, and dislodging the rest of the 
centinels: they no\v closely approached the 
catnp, ,vhen the king ordered the light-armed 
troops to drive them back. On the following 
day, Alexander advanced his anny to the gate 
leading to\vardsAttica, to be at hand to assist 
his garrison shut-up in the citadel: here a\vait
ing the last resolution of the Thebans, l1e inti
Inated his \villingness to pardon thenl, if they 
had become repentant. Those citizens, ho\v
ever, ,vho avowed pacific intentions, being out
voted, w·ere obliged to yield to the counsels and 
influence of the reinstated exiles, and of the 
party,vhich had recalled the exiles; for both 
these, sensible that there ,vould relnain to thenl' 
no ·hopes of safety, if the I\1acedonians should. 
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beconle l~lasters of the to,vn, chose rather to be 
entonlbed in the fuins of their country, than' to 
purchase its safety by" their o,vn imnl01ation; 
and this faction had dra,vl1 several chiefs -of 
Ereotian cities into their desperate confederacy~ 

Their conSUllllnate phrenzy appeared in this 
~ircnmstal1ce : - Upon Alexander's requiriIlg 
them to deliver up to hinl the authors of the re
bellion, on his assurance, that two heads should 
expiate the crinle of the ,vhole city, they had 
the' audacity to demand, on their part, that 
Alexander should surrender to ·them Philotas 
and Antipater, his hvo chief favourites; at the 
smne tilne, by a herald they made pfoclalnation,. 
, That if any 'were ,villing to join the Great 
, I{ing "''«, and the Thebans, in a . league against' 
, the Tyrant, to recover the liberty of Greec~, 
, they Blight assenlble in the city of Thebes 
, ,vith security.' 

l\ccording to Ptolemy's original narrative, 
'W11ich is contradicted by SOIne cOInpilations, 
Alexander still refrained froln giving orders to 
storn1 the town: but Perdiccas-,vho 'com
Inanded in that part of the catnp facing the 
works ,vhich the Thebans had raised to block-. 
ade the Cadlnea-,vithout ,vaiting for a signal 
from Alexander, fell furiously upon the Th~• 

. 'f/! This title is given by all the G~ek authors to the king ofPersia.., 
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bans; and, - forcing their outward ',vall and en;.. 
trenchment, came to a close engagement with 
them: induced' by his exanlple, Amyntas, the 
son of Andromenes *;' whose quarters were ad:.. 
joining, 'charged the enemy ,vi th his brigade it1 
the saIne bold manner. ' N o'v concerned for the 
safety of his tuen, ,vho had rushed precipitately 
,vithin the Theban works, Alexander approach~ 
ed with the main-body of his army; he took-a 
position ,vith the phalanx before the trenches, 
,vliile the light-artlled troops; by his orders, 
broke through to support their companions. 

The conflict, 'vas' obstinate; and Perdi~cas 
being- severely ,vounded in an effort to force 
the inward entrenchment, ,vas carried fron1 the 
place of action: a great part of the Cretan 
archers"vith'their leader, Eurybotas, W'ere de.. 
stroyed. The Thebans pressed -hard upon the 
lVlacedonians, ,vho, deserted by- '~l1eir intrepi
dity, \vere flying back to Alexander; :pursued by 
those ,vholn they llad attacked. But, at hand 
stood the king,-,'~ith ~hephalanx prepared in 
o~'der of battle: he fell upon the enemy, disor':' 
dercd and scattered by the haste ,,,ith ,vhich 
'they had rushed frOln under cover of their 
works, and totally routed them.' 

This reverse plunged the Thebans into such 

~ Arrian, lib. i. $, 1S. 
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consternation, that they had not presence of 
mind to shut the gate through ,vhich they re
treated into the to,vn: while part of Alexan
der's army took advantage of that fatal error, 

I ' 

the garrison of the Cadmea sallied into the 
streets adjoining the citadel. Thus ,vas the 
noblest city in Greece, in one day, attacked and 
carried. .Every variety of cruelty was inflicted 
upon this hapless. cOlnmunity; lllen and 'VOlneD. 
were piled in promiscuous slaughter. 

The infamy of .this barbarity is chiefly due 
to the Phocians, the Platreans, the Orchonlenii, 
and the Thespians, who, as natives of the sur
rounding cities, had long regarded the superior 
power, opulence, and prosperity ofThebes, ,vith 
impotent, unpatriotic jealousy ;,vith morbid, in ... 
veterate hatred. The lVlacedonians tenlpered 
vengeance by the ]a,vs of 'Val'. 

When at length the king's proclamation ar
rested the slaughter, there had already perished 
six thousand men ; the surviving Thebans ,vere 
made prisoners. Of the number sold as slaves, 
thirty thousand had belonged to the class of 
free citizens. According to Ciitarchus; the 
,vhole booty amounted to four hundred and 
forty talents: others rate the produce from the 
sales of the captives at that sum. The Thessa .. 
lians owed the Thebans a hundred talents, from 
which the king released the debtors, as his allies. 
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Alexander exempted, from the general cap
tiv~ty to which the Thebans were doomed-the 
ministers of the temples; those fanlilies by 
\vhom he, or his father, had 'been entertained, 
\vhen resident in Thebes; and a fe\v of the ma
gistrates and citizens who ,vere known to 11ave 
been averse fronl the ,var. The victor also pal'" 
cloned the posterity of Pindar *, out of venera
tion to that poet, ,vho in his odes had celebrated 
king Alexander, a paternal ancestor about five 
removes in the direct line from the present king 
of 1Vlacedon; and the house 'vhich the poet had 
inhabited he preserved, by a particular injunc~ 
tion, 'from being fired hy his licentious soldiers: 
For Alexander not only cherished contemporary 
virtue, but highly revered the memory of the 
departed great and good,· heaping favours' on 
their descendants. Thus, after he had gained 
the last victory over Darius, he translnitted a 
share of the booty to the Crotoniates; re,vard
ing theIn, . on the testilllony of history, because 
in the invasion of Xerxes, \vhen all the other 
Greek coloni~s despaired of Greece, they llad 
sen t one galley to Salan1is~ under the comnland 
of Phayllus. lIe like\vise diffused a generous 
shower of gifts and honours 011 the Platreans, be
cause their ancestors had besto\ved tlleir territory 
on those Greeks who fought against 1Vlardonius. 

,~ Fr~ins. transposit. 

L2 
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'Timoclea a~d her"kindred must be added to 
the inhabitants of Thebes' ,vho received their 
liberty· fran\ the conqueror. This reward, arid 
a r~putation ,vhich still lives ,vith unfading 
lustre, this 'hetoine obtai~ed by fortitude under 
the following circumstances. A Thracian cap
tain of cava'l'ry in Alexandei"s service,after hav
ing violated the person of Timoclea, ordered her 
with nlenaces to disclose ,vhere she had hidden 
her most valuab1e effects. l\!Iore afflicted at the 
loss of her honour, than anxious to preserve her 
riches; this lady, pointing to a ,veIl, pretended 
to have there secured her je\vels and treasures; 
he bent over its mouth with impatieilt and pry

. ing avarice; she loosened his footing and preci
pitated him to the bottom, ,vhence he made 
fruitless struggles to climb, she casting 'stones 
upon him till she had' killed -,him. IIis troop 
soon afterwards seized ,her, and carried her be
fore'Alexander., 'Hearing her name, the king 
inquired from her her quality, and \vhether she 
had committed the offence alleged: ,vith firnl 
countenance and voice, she replied: "I atn the 
,., sister of that Theagenes ,vho lost his life for 
" the liberty of Greece. Your officer I ~dlled 

'S- to revenge a degrading outrage, and to viu
" dicate my unconsenting spirit. Do you doonl 
" ll1e to death by way of atonemen t ? Kno\v, 
". that to a virtuous 'VOlnan nothing is so des
" picable as life, after such a violation: let me, 
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" then, perish as soon as you, please; I sluiH die 
" too late, since I have survived my' reputation 
" and the independence of Iny country." Alex· 
ander declared, that the Thracian had been de
servedly killed, and that he \vould protect the 
free-born ,vonlen of Thebes from similar out
rages. 'Vith strong expressions to Timoclea of 
esteem and approbation, he restored liberty to 
her and to her kindred, and gave them the pri
vilege of departing to reside wherever they 
pleased. 

ellA P. XIV. 

Supernatural presages 'If thefate oj Thebes. De-
o l1lOlition rr/ its buildings, and division ofits terri
tory. Antiquity of Thebe,r;. Ale.l,'onder pre
serves tIle temples and pub/;elt statues. Ale~t'

ander alleged to have repented crl the destruction 
l!f Thebes. Notice that Cassander, when he 
Jlqd 1'ebuilt it, could not restore its great
ness. Ale.rander demands the Athenian ora
tors: s/(etch l!f affronts which Ilad been t!ffered 
to him. He listens to submissive overtures 
from tIle Grecian states. Becomes a citizen of 
ltfegara. Distrusts Sparta. 

THE destruction of Thebes ,vas preceded by 
several prodigies. In the temple of Ceres, .\vor,
shipped under the name of Thesnlophoros, hung 
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a cobweb which ,vas supposed to afford indica· 
tiOns to diviners: three months before Alexan
der ,began the siege of Thebes, this web 
alarmed t~e superstitions by changing its hue 
to deep black; for it ,vas remembered that dti ... 
ring an interval approaching the battle of Leuc~ 
tra, ,vhich elevated Thebes to tl1e sumlllit of 
glory and prosperity, its colour had been pure 
,vhite. Shortly before the arrival of the l\face
donians, the statues in the forum ,vere seen to 
sweat: distressing cries ,vere emitted from the 
lake Onchestus: the streams of the fountain 
Dirce flowed ,vith blood. These onlinolls de.. 
llullciations nlight have alaniled these obstinate 
people, if, pride had. not predestined thelll to 
ruin~ For looking f9nd1yon the glory of their 
ancestors, 'vhos~ manners they had forsaken, 
and ,vhose talents had not descended to thenl, 
they expected to rival'them in success: precipi
tating the subversion of Th~bes, their tcmeri ty 
was so ~~treme, that ,vith little lnore than ten 
thousand ~oldiers they felt no difficulty in de
fying an army pf thirty thousand infa~try and 
three thousand cav~lry, ~n veterans fanliliar 
,vith victory. . 

Arbiter of the fate of Thebes, Alexander 
called a council of his allies, and referred it to 
the'm to consider ho,v they should use the ad
vantage. Anlong thenl ,vere the Phocians, and 



Chap. XlV. TO QUINTUS CURTIUS. 151 

many of the luinor Breotian states, \vhose an-, 
cient discords \vith the Thebans had brought 
upon themselves severe injuries and unfortunate 
consequences, \vhich had not ceased to operate. 
Blind and· ungenerous enemies, they deemed 
that neither their reyenge nor their safety 
,vould be complete,. as long as Thebes should 
renlain standing; theil: counsels \vere adopted; 
and the confederates decreed, that the ,valls and 
edifices of the place should be demolished; and 
that its territory should be apportioned among 
the conquerors, at the pleasure of the king. 
Thus one day tore out of the bosom of Greece 
this august city, ,vhich had given birth to he
roes and to gods; and \vhich, from the remote 
era pointed to by the oracle if the ravens, had 
subsisted eight hundred years, the splendid an~ 
flourishing inheritance of the same race of peo
ple~ To revert to times~ong anterior to Alex
ander, the Breo.tians, ,vhen expelled fronl their 
country by the Thracians and Pelasgians, \vere 
told by the oracle, 'That after four centuries 
, they should recover their paternal lands, and 
, that it behoved them, in the meantime, to 
, settle ,vhere they should see white' ravens~' 
They migrated ~o Arne, a to,vn in Thessaly, 
at ,vhich place the fugitive families were in
duced to seat themselves, by seeing a brood 
of ravens encrusted ,vith va ,vhite coating of 
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gypsum *, . ,vhich soine boys had put on In 
sport. 

The buildings of Thebes ,vere demolished to 
the sound of the flute, in the same manner as 
Athens had, sixty years before, been demolished 
by. Lysander. The Macedonian conqueror, ho\v
ever, protected the temples and other sacred piles, 
by a positive injunction to the ,vorkmen employ
ed in disnlantling the place; and he required 
them, in the dilapi~ation' of contiguous edifices, 
to guard with particular care against defacing or 
injuring religious structures; . his natural vene .. 
}'ation for the gods being stin1ulated by a recent 
example of terrible retribution inflicted on SOllIe 

soldiers, who, while pillaging the temple of the 
Cabiri, which' stood before the to\Vl1, were con~ 
s.umed by a sudden tempest of thunder and 
lightning. The statues erected in public sta .. 
tions to the gods, and to eminent lnen, ,vere 
also left untouohed; and it is recorded, that in 
th~ general consternation, ,vhen the city .,vas 
taken and destroyed, some inhabitants had'con~ 
cealed pieces of gold in the drapery of those 
lStatues, in the folds of. which they ,vere found 
safe, ,vhen Cassander, Antipater's SOIl, .twenty 
years after, rebuilt the town. 

Alexander afterwards repented of his exces~ 

-$ Plaister of Paris. 
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sive severity, ,vhell he reflected that, by the de
struction of Thebes, he had forced out one of 
the eyes of Greece *. He is represente~ to have 
regarded the death. of Clitus, and thecontu
macyof the l\lacedonians, 'vho, dastardly re
-fused'. to penetrate to ,the interior of India, as 
.vindictive strokes of Bacchus on hiln as an in
.dividv.al, frOln having blotted from among cities 
and states the place. ofthat deity's birth. And 
.some ,vriters have ascribed the king's death, 
,vhich happ~l1ed after an e~cess in wine, to the 
resentment of Bacchus. 

C~ssander, in rebui~ding Thebes t, is consi
.:dered to. have acted not so much from compas
~1On to the .exiles, as from animosity to the me .. 
mory of Alexander,. and a design to detract 
.froln his glory. But though he restored, in 
.their former ,extensive circuit" the walls of the 
place,-yet he in vain invited back .its ancient 
,manners; its primitive strength and prosperity 
never returned; the subject· of calan1ity, and 
the seat of decay, it has lingered in .existence to 
{lur days, but.is no.,~ .ahnost,.too inconsiderable 
to be called a tOlvn.; ... . 

These transactiol!s;finished,-Alexander dis
·patched ,a ln~ssage, to: :the Athenians, announ
CIng,. ',That. th~y: ;t1)ust, immediately deliver into 

i!l Frejll~~ tr~l)~po~it. t Ibid. 
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, his po,ver those orators who persisted in ex.. 

l citing a seditious opposition to him, and that 
, if they betrayed any reluctance to part with 
(their turbulent advisers" such contumacy 
, would draw upon Athens, effects as much 
, to be deplored as ~he recent disasters of The
, bes.' And he denlanded, by name, those ora
tors who had displeased him. Upon this, Pho
cion, to whom, on account of his exemplary 
probity, the Athenians paid great deference, 
suggested, in the popular assenlbly, that it ,vere 
ineligible to persevere in irritating the young 
and' victoriousmon~rc~L~~d ,11e" exhorted those 
individuals, over ,vhoin" the danger hung, to 
imitate the daughters of Leus and Hyacinthus, 
nor hesitate to resign their lives for the good of 
their country~ Demosthenes, ,vho ,vas one of 
their public men thus proposed to be immo
lated, no\v rose, and represented to the assenl
bly, ' That the Athenians were seduced into a 
'mistake, which ,vould fatally affect them
e selves, 'if they iInagined, that by surrendering 
C a select few, they could procure safety for the 
" ,vhole cOlnmunity; that the Macedonians had 
, artfully included those persons in· their pro
, scription, ,vhose vigilance and virtue they 
, lnost feared; that the qualities ,vhich might 
, be serviceable to the A thenians, were hateful 
, to the enemy; th~t ,vhen they should have 
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• swept from their posts the chatnpions of pub~ 
, lic liberty, the Macedonians ,vould assail the 
, defenceless and destitute city, as ,volves rush 
, upon sheep, ,vhen their guardian dogs are re... 
, 11loved.' 

Denl0sthenes had· evinced inveterate antipa .. 
thy to the po,ver and nanle of lVIacedonia by so 
many acts, as ,veIl in an individual, as in a pub
lic character, that he concluded it to be no\v 

too late to offer terms to Alexander, or expect 
pardon. On Philip's death he had Inoved the 
Athenians to build a Ininor temple in honour of 
Pausanias; to thank.the gods by sacrifices and 
libations on the public alfars; and to Inake loud 
expressions, and a conspicuous display, of their 
joy. As a reason for this extravagant triunlpl1, 
he de'scanted on the inferiority of i\.lexander to 
his father: sOlnetilnes terming him" the boy;" 
sOlneti.lnes coupling with his name the lllore 
c.ontemptuous epithet of margites, ,vhich, aU10ng 
the Greeks, was proverbially applied to a man 
insane or infatuated. 'Vhether corrupted by the 
Persian gold, 01' ptoof against its influence, he 
11ad been the incendiary of almost all the ,val'S 
,vhich the Greeks had waged against Philip and 
11is son. lIe had-quite recently-instigated 
AttaIns, Alexander's implacable enemy, to arm 
.~ (~ivision of the lVlacedonians against their 
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kinO" by encouraging Attalus to expect the al-
b' . 

liance of the Athenians. 
The city of Athens, itself, had carried the 

practice of insult to extremity, by dashing 
from their pedestals Philip's statues, and con .. 
verting the, materials to the -most opprobrious 
uses; the ignorant rabble, forgetful of the past, 
and I:egardless ofthe future, promptly acted all 
the indignities ,vhich a fe,v ,vho abused the in
fluence of popularity designed. The last offence 
of the Athenians, and which highly incensed 
the successor of Phifip, . was their having enter .. 
tained-in defiance of his edict-the Theban 
citizens, ,vho escaped from the ruins of· their 
country:' The consideration and distinction ,vith 
,vhich these ,vere treated, seemed to proceed less 
from humane sympathy for the fugitives, than 
from ostentatious opposition "to the conqueror: 
The annual solemn mysteries, which the Athe
nians ,vere accustomed to celebrate in honour 
of Bacchus, they omitted at this .conjuncture, 
out of "concern for the misfortunes of Thebes, 
or for the success of Alexander . 

. The king, ,vhose mind ,vas intensely turn
ed to the expedition against Persia, ,vas disposed 
to conciliation rather than vengeance. Where
fore, when Demades (,vho had received marks 
of favour from Philip) appeared as the bearer, 
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from the Athenians, of submi&sive propositions, 
accompanied with a copy of ~heir decree for 
trying the, orators accused *,-Alexander met 
their compromise by waving his denunciation 
against Demosthenes, Lycurgus, and other speak
ers, provided Charidemus ,vas banished. Chari
demus sought an asylum among the Persians. 
Mani' other considerable persons, w"ho felt 
to,vards the king rooted animosity, yet feared 
his persecution, left the City and repaired to his 
enemies. 'These emigrations n1ultiplied the ob
stacles, to be encountered by thel\facedonians 
in the invasion of Asia. 

Shortly afterwards, Alexander reduced the 
Leucadians, ,vho ,vere elated to defiance by a 
confidence in the impregnable situation of their 
to,vn, and in their store of provisions, ,vhich 
they conceived ,vould outlast the longest siege ': 
but the first operation of Alexander ,vas to" as
sail and take'the forts lying round it,-permit
ting the citizens and soldiers, expelled from 
those places, to pass into Leucadia, where the 
inhabitants, thus augmented _to a vast multi
tude, soon exllausted the magazines. 

There no\v remained no state in Greece, 
which-',vhen it reflected on the overthrow of 
the Thebans; (,vhose heavy-anned soldiers had 

• Gijliei's Greece, chap. xxxvii. 
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from the earliest tin1es been held in high repu
tation;) or on the reduction of Leucadia':'-'could 
continue to rely on its anny or on, its fortifi~ 
cations. 

The inlpression that Alexander was irre... 
ststible, drew ti'Oln the Peloponnesus several 
trains of ambassadors, to· congratulate hil11 on 
his having finished the ,var against the Barba
rians, and all his having chastised the rash inso .. 
knce of a portion of Greece. The Arcadians; 
,vhb had been in motion, preparing to assist the 
Thebal1S, atoned to the conqueror, by declaring 
that they had _sent~nced to deat~ the lea,ders in 
their extravagant proceedings. The. Elei al .. 
leged, that, if they had recalled particular in ... 
dividuals from banishu1ent, it ,vas under a per
suasion that those individuals ,vere personally 
agreeable to Alexander. The .lEtolians e'xpress .. 
ed their repentance, that they had been impli
cated in a tennent, ,vhich spread like a. conta... 
gion over so great a par~ of Greece. The ad
dress of the lVIegareans had the pleasant effect 
of exciting smiles in the king and his attend
ants, by the new and questionable distinction 
,vhich they proposed to confer on him; their 
deputies gravely announced, ' That his benevo
, lent intentions and actual benefits to the 
, Greeks, had induced the l\Iegareans to decree 
, hitn the freedOlll of their city. ~ ~~is lost 
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ll1uch of its apparent absurdity, \vhen they pro
ceeded to state, that they had never granted 
that honour to any, except Hercules: and the 
king, ,vith an air of satisfaction, consented to 
be enrolled a free citizen of Megara. 

To t~e addresses from the rest, he replied, 
, That he had nothing more at heart than the 
, tranquillity and security of Greece; and that 
, provided they refrained from sedition in fu
, ture, he readily forgave the past.' 

He harboured a great distrust of the inten
tions of Sparta. As ~ cheGk upon her, he, 
therefore, reinstated the sons of Philiades, on 
,vhom he could ~epend, in posts of comlnand 
and authority in the capital of the neighbour .. 
ing republic, Messenia, 'vhence they had been 
expelled. Of Pelene, a to,vn belonging to 
the Achreans, he promoted Chreron to be go
vernor; and he placed individuals as COll1

pletely devoted to him, over Sicyon and other 
cities, in order that they nlight penetrate 
the counsels, and give him infor111atiol1 of the 
movements, of the principal Peloponnesian 
state. 

A few: months sufficed for the performance of 
such a number of things of magnitude: in that 
short space Alexander terminated a difficult and 
complex ,var, with nlore ease than another 
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\vould have prepared to enter upon it.. IIis 
conquesthe attributed- to celerity in execution: 
to an inquirer re~pecting the n1eans' by which 
11e llad subdued Greece, he answered; " by de
" laying nothing." 
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BOOI( II. 

THE BATTLE OF THE GRANICUS. :THE SIEGES 9F _ 

MILETUS AND HALICARNASSUS. 


CHAP.. I. 

Sketch qf the Persian dynasty, ascending from 
Darius to .Cyrus. Terror of the Persians un
der the impending expedition ofPhilip" succeeded 
hy momentary contempt for Ale;):ander. Now 
awed by Ids distant victories, they prepare mea
sures ofdifence, and hirefifty thousan:d Greeks. 
Description of mount Ida. Operations W 
.Memnon, P armenio, qnd Calas. . 

AT this time the sceptre of the Persian empire 
was ,vielded by Darius Codon1annus, who had 
obtained it by the influence of Bagoas, an Egyp
tian eunuch, a short time previously"to the death 
of Philip_ The same Bagoa-s, a courtier and 

VOL. L '1 



SUPPLElVIENT Book II. 

minister as perfidious and atrocious as ever 
abused the confidence of a sovereign, had, suc
cessively. poisoned the two preceding kings, 
Ochus and his . youngest son Arses, whom he 
had elevated to sovereign po,ver as he since raised 
Codomannus; and the traitor lnade a merit of 
transferring the cro'wn to princes to whom the 
hope of completely directing them \vas his only 
attachlnent. At the same time, as the direct 
line from Artaxerxes Mnemon was entirely ex
tinct, and as.... Darius Codomanllus had sprung 
frotn a collateral branch of the fatuily-being 
the son of Arsanes,whose father Qstanes \vas 
the uncle of Ochus-he was not considered by 
the people as reigning \vithout a title. vVith 
the army he had an established character, from 
having killed, in the war of Ochus against the 
Cadusii, a fierce and po,verful champion of the 
enemy, who' had defied the bravest of the Per
sians to single combat. While a, subject, he 
was calledCodomannu~, a name \vh.ich, .accord
ing to the Persian Gustom, 'he' ~esigned \vhen he 
stepped on the throne, as'suming that of Darius. 
He ,vas the twelfth * of the monarchs', ,vho 

oJff Hic a. conditore regni Cyro decimus imperio .Persarum prefuit. 
FREINs.-The text is corrected by the assistance ~f several modern 
writers and chronologists, .who have det~cted inac'cura~ies, and re
medied Qmissi~ns, in some of the ancient writers referred to as au .. 
thorities by Freinsbe~ius. 
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reigned from Cyrus, rejecting from the series 
the usurper, Smerdis Magus. Ochus, the tenth 
in order, ,vas the son of Artaxerxes Mnemon, 
,vho ,vas the son of Darius N othus. This hist
named Darius, and Sogdian; whom he de.. 
throned and succeeded, and Xerxes II. whom 
Sogdian dethroned and succeeded; ,vere all bro
thers. Their father, Artaxerxes Longimanus, 
the fifth legitimate possessor of the crown, was 
the son of Xerxes I. ,vho ,vas the son of Darius. 
The latter, ,vhose father ,vas Hystaspes, a Persian 
satrap, thus obtained the throne~ , Eight months 
after the death 'of Cambyses, the son of Cyrus, 
-it was discovered that the 'line of the fouilder 
of the empire ,vas ended, and that the reigning 
Smerdis, (the Afagus,) who personated a son of 
Cyrus, ,vas an impostor. Darius and six Per .. 
sian nobles, after they had destroyed the Ala.. 
gus, agreed that the throne, now entirely' va ... 
cant, should be filled by one of thell1selves ; and 
that, ,vhen they had assembled: on the follo\ving 
ItlOrning, he ,vhose horse first neighed should 
be saluted king; a l110de of election ',vhich 
Inight be intended as an. appeal to the, i'nflu.:. 
ence of the sun. The artifice of the servant 
of Darius, by ,vhich he caused his 111a'ster's 
horse to neigh in the moment of arriving at 
the appoillt~d place, need not be related; 

~I 2 
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for the story is trite in Rome even ,vith the 
grooms. 

The execrable traitor, Bagoas, sometime af
. ter 'he had raised Darius, . the contelnporary of 
Alexander, to the throne, prepared to poison him 
also: but the Persian monarch discovered this 
last perfidy of Bagoas, and forced him to de
stroy his o,vn life, by drinking the cup,vhich 
he. had offered to the king. 

. Under Cyrus and his successors the Persian 
. affairs had flourished for a space of nearly two 
hundred and thirty years; advancing in a tenor. 
of equable prosperity, ,vhile the body of the 
nation, una'cql1ainted w'ith voluptuous refine
ments, persevered in s'eeking wealth by useful 

'labour, or fought gallantly for liberty and glory. 
_In the course of time, ,vhen they had reaped, 
and after they,had alnassed a store of the fruits 
of virtue, they discontinued the cultivation of 
it,o,ving their safety less to their own bravery, 
than to the reputation w'hich had devolved 
upon theJn through the vigor of their ancestors: 
in their. declining state, they had procured long 
respites fronl invasion by the lavish distribution 
of lnoney, a resource ,vhich had often succeeded 
against the G-reeks w'hen they could not rely 
upon their arms. 

When, a short time previous to the present 
conjuncture, they had found that their gold ,vas 
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ineffectually opposed to the politic and martial 
PHILIP *, and that on the obstruction and de~ 
rangement of this piece of nlachinery, they had 
to depend upon their own efforts, so debauched 
,vere. their lllinds, their resolution so unnerved 
by effeminate. habits, that. they could not sup
port themselves :under the first shock of declin
ing fortune. . Penury, though a rugged attend
.ant, commonly stimulates ingenuity and effort = 

Luxury, the courtly parasite of affluence, fre,": 
quently diffuses languor and imbecility over both 
body and mind. At. the end of Philip's reign, 
his preparations, and his name, had agitated the 
Persians ,vith terror: ,vhen the un'worthy de
scendants of tl1e conquerors of Babylon heard 
of Philip's sudden death, their alarm and a,ve 
)Vere succ~eded by contempt for Alexander's 
youth; they inlagined that the l1ew king ,vould 
be satisfied, if he were s~ffered to walk up and 
do,vn Pella unmolested. But receiving, day af
ter day, intelligence of his campaigns and vic
tories~ they began to dread the juvenile COID

mander ,vhom they had despised ~ and accord
ingly, ,vith extreme solicitude, made prepara .. 
tions to encounter a fierce and decisive, or 

* ,As these reflections are not purely argumentative, but are in
ter~ersed with allusions to the history of the period, the writer 
deems it necessary to inti~ate, that he has not implicitly followed 
freinshemius, 
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support a protracted war. Taught by experi~ 
ence in former struggles, that the Asiatic troops 
were inferior to the European, they dispersed 
over Greece agents cOlnmissioned to hire into 
the Persian service fifty thousand of the finest 
of the Grecian y~uth. Of this large body of 
mercenaries the. comn1and was entrusted to 
Memnon the Rhodian, \vhose approved fidelity 
and bravery recommended him to the Persian 
government. Memnon was ordered to make 
himself master of Cyzicus. l\farching dili.. 
gently thither through that part of Phrygia 
which adjoins the Troad, or the territory of an.. 
cient Troy, he came to mount Ida, a place dis~ 
tinguished in the writings of naturall)istorians, 
and immortalized by the· poets. I ts name is 
derived froIll an agreeable feature in its scenery, 
for the ancients were accustomed to bestow: the 
appellation Ida on any place richly planted 'with 
trees. This Inountain pierces the clouds \vith a 
loftier summit than any other in the neighbour .. 
hood of the Hellespont. l\tlidway up it, there 
is a cave, celebrated \vith religious veneration 
in the hymns of the Greeks; it is said to have 
been the sequestered haunt in \vhich the Trojan 
arbiter of the beauty of the rival goddesses conl~ 
pared their unveiled charms; and to have been 
the birth-place of the Idean Dactyles, \Vho, by 
the instruction of Cybele, or the Great l\Iother, 
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discovered the uses of iron,-as 'qerteficial in the 
service 'of labour and art, as pernicious \vhen the 
instrunlent of the hateful passions. The moun
tain is reported to be the. seat Qf extraordinary 
phenomena: at the rise of the dog-star. its base· 
is ruffled by boisterous "rinds,-\vhile 'on·· the 
sUlumit the air is serene, and inspires serenity: 
A sti1l1uore remarkable peculiarity is, that w'hile 
night yet hovers over a great part of the earth, 
the sun ,is visible.from mo~nt. Ida, :not in ·the 
form of a globe, but greatly expanded, and ap-; 
parently .divided. into distinct. bodies of fire, 
emb,racing both sides, of the mountain, till they 
lueet in one on the eastern side,by the ,gradual 
reiinion of the particles. of light: at the ap
proach of dawn its dimensions do not exceed 
an acre; and soon aftenvards, having recovered,' 
by gentle contractions, its accustOlned size and 
figure, it proceeds on its appointed course. ·To 
venture my o\vn opinion of this phenomenon, I 
attrihute it to an optical delusion, of \vhich, a 
local mass of air, condensed and rendered im
pellucid ~y the nocturnal cold, is the medium: 
and' the cause; and till the nebulous. vapours 
are dissipated by a current of 'wind, or dissolved 
by a flood of heat, the ilnage of the rising sun, 
seen through them, appears imperfect and di
lated; for innuluerable rays meeting \vith con
gealed obstructions in the aerial fluid, shoot in 
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new.directions with augmented brightness, as 
reflected from a mirror: but as soon as the at
mosphere, restored to a transparent state, allo,vs 
the beams of .day to be transmitted freely,. the 
sun assumes his ordinary appearance. 

The territory of Cyzicus reaches from the 
foot ofmount Ida to the Propontis. The town 
is. se~ted on an island of modetate extent, com.. 
municating with the continent by' two' bridges. 
These . were thro\vn over the channel by Alex
ander, sometime· after the expedition of Mem... 
non: that general carried his mercenary Greeks 
over in. ships. By his 'unexpected inroad he 
did not intimidate the Cyzicenians into submis ... 
sion; the inhabitants of the town made a vigo ... 
-rous defence: The. Persian partisan ,vas forced 
to retire; but he carried off a considerable booty 
from the surrounding country. 

During the same interval the Macedonian 
generals were not inactive. Parrnenio took 
Grynium, a town in lEolia, and consigned the 
inhabitants· to slavery. Aftenvards having 
passed over the ~ai-cus, he besieged the strong 
and opulent Pitane: that city had two ports 
convenie'ntly open to relief from Europe; and 
the seasonable arrival of Memnon. tOt succour 
the place, oblig~d Parmenio to raise the siege. 

Calas, with a small body of Macedonians, 
assisted by a considerable, mercenary force, in... 
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vaded the Troad; where, in a rencounter with 
the Pe:rsians, he found his limited army unequal 
to a contest with their multitudes. He retired 
to Rhretium. 

CHAP. II,. 

AieJ}ander convinces Antipater and Parmenio rff 
the expediency if an immediate invasion 'of Per... 
,sia. The preparations are completed. .Public 
festivities. 

IN the meantilne, Alexander, who, on the set
tlement of the affairs of Gr~ece, 'had returned to 
Macedon, ,vas deliberating ,vith his mini~ters 
tespecting the arrangements and transactions 
necessary to be put in train, ~r ll1atured, previ
ously to entering UPO!! so difficult a ,var. An
tipater and Parnlenio, ,,,hom talents and expe
rience and consideration in the st~te qualified 
to be his leading advisers, urgently entreated, 
" That he would forbear to expose tl].e wT e1fare 
, of the empire, ,vhile that should continue to 
, rest on the life of an individual; to the con
, tingencies of perfidious fortu~e.' They re
commended, ' That he should, in the first place, 
S ,marry, in order to raise heirs to his greatness, 
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, and that ,vhen this necessary foundation for 
, the tranquilli ty and security of the . country 
, ,vas laid, efforts to enlarge his dominions 
, would be ,veIl-timed.' 

There ,vas not surviving any inheritor of Phi
lip's blood, besides Alexander, that was 'worthy of 
the empire; Olympias had destroyed all Cleo
patra's issue; and Ari~lreus, on acco,unt of the 
abject extraction of his 1110ther, and the frail .. 
ty of his intellect, ,vas regarded as a person 
that \vould sully the splendour of the ~lace
donian throne. Alexander, ho,vever, impa
tjent to distinguish hinlself, would entertain no 
proposals ,vhich ,vere not directed to ,val', anrl: 
the glory,vhich results from victory: ,vhere': 
fore, he thus replied to the peaceable sugges
tions of his counsellors: "Like men of probity, 
" and patriots, you anxiously ,veigh the differ~ 
~' ent bearings· of an enterprize, ,vhich may 
" greatly benefit or depress your country. It 
" cannot be denied, that the task .,vhich ,ve are 
". undertaking is arduous; nor that, if we en
" gage in it rashly, and the event should be ad
" verse, a late repentance can afford no remedy. 
cc· For before ,ve unfurl our sails to the wind, it 
" remains with us to deliberate ,vhether ,ve 
" will pursue fortune and our voyage, or re
U main in harbour; but ,vhen we have once 
~' committed ourselves to the winds and ,vaves, 
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"our success lnust. depend on their fluctua
"tions. I therefore have listened without dis':' 
~, approbation to your opinion, though it is at 
" variance \vith my decision: I commend your 
" sincerity, alld I entreat that you \vill, in our 
" future subjects of debate, ahvays use the same 
"plainness. If there be 'any ,vorthy of the title 
" of the FRIENDS OF THE K.tNG, they are those 
" ,vho 'in' their advice do not so luuch consider 
" ho\v to procure his favour, as ho\v to promote 
" his' interest' and glory. The counsellor who 
" reconlnlends a course different fr01n ,vhat he 
" ,vould take himself, does not assist to fornl. a 
4:' decision, but deh.ides. 

" To unfold to you the reasons urging ll1e 
" to inl11lediate action,-I aIll convinced that 
(;' nothing \vill less conduce to pronlote tIle sucpo 
" cess of my arnlS, than de1ay. "That! having 
" chastised all the Barbarians round the fron
" tiers of l\facedonia, and having allayed the 
" commotions and secured the alliance of 
" C~reece, shall ,ve s~lffer a brave and ·victori ... 
(' ous anny to 11lelt a\vay in 'idleness ~ ~hall ,ve 
" not rather lead our soldiers into the dch pro
" vinces of Asia, possessions already seized by 
" their desires and their hopes; ,vith swift an
" ticipation, they rifle Persia, as areward for 
" their long services and brilliant exploits under 
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" our father, and for their three years of toil and 
" enterprize since. 

" 'Darius, so recently seated on the Persian 
lC throne, has, by destroying Bagoas, by whom 
" he ,vas elevated to the sovereignty, excited 
,e in his people a sllspicion of his being both 
" cruel and ungrateful, vicious qualities "vhich 
" must generate, in the best subjects, aversion 
" from their rulers, and render them indisposed 
" to obedience, if not openly refractory. Shall 
" 'we sit supine till he has established his au.. 
" thority, and having secured the internal peace 
~"ofhis kingdom, shall transfer the war into the 
" heart of Macedon? The' great advantages to 
" be reaped by celerity, ,vill, if we remain inac
" tive, redound to the enemy. 

" The first hold on the inclination of po
" tentates who are third parties, is of great mo
" ment in affairs of this nature; and that awaits 
H the pow'er who is active enough to seize it:, 
" for no state is back,vard to court the' most 
" formidable; but he 'vill be reputed the-most 
" formidable 'who inflicts the blow of invasion, 
" not he who receives it. Besides, ho,v ,vill 
" our character be sullied, if we disappoint the 
., hopes of the Greeks, 'vh~, notwithstanding 
" our youth, have awarded us that honour, 
., ,vhich that great commander, our father, en
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" circled by multiplied trophies, gained by ex
" traordinary qualities, did not receive till 'a 

~ 
" sliort tinle before his death! N or did the 
" council of the Alnphictyons decree us the so
u'vereign comlnand, in order that ,ve Inight, in 
" our palace at Pella, sink into indolence and 
" pleasure, unmoved at the affronts fonnerly 
" and recently offered to the Grecian nanle; 
" but that w~ should severely revenge injuries 
" perpetrated against us, in the height of Per
" sian arrogance and ,vickedness. What shall 
" I say of the Greek colonies, ,vhich, diffused 
" over Asia, labour under a calamitous servi
" tude ilnposed upon them by the licentious 
" Barbarians? You, nly friends, . heard the en
" treaties and argulnents ,vith ,vhich Dius* the 
" Ephesian lately pleaded their cause. As soon 
" as the Asiatic Greeks see our standard, they 
" ,viII rally round it, eagerly braving whatever 
" danger may attend t~le enterprize of uniting 
" ,vith their champions and deliverers against 
" the Persian tyrant and his satraps. 

" But ,vhy, as if equally forgetful of the 
" character of ourselves and of our enemies, 
" should ,ve look' around for assistance in 
" making,var upon a people whom to conquer 
H by' degrees, and not at one decisive stroke, 

, .. Delius. FREINS. Dills. OLIV. lib. xvi. p. 591. 
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H ,vould reflect disgrace upon us rather than 
" glory?" In the preceding age, a small body of 
" Lacredel110nians advancing into Asia, found 
" no effective opposition frol11 the ilnmense ai
" mies of "the enel11Y; the Persians either quiet
" Iy suffering Phrygia, Lydia, and.Paphlagonia, 
" to be overrun and plundered," or nleeting, 
" when they resisted, defeat and slaughtet, 
" even to the satiety of the invaders: till the 
" recalof Agesilaus ,yith his troops, on account 
" of some "comlnotions in Greece, gave to the 
" trembling Asiatics, at a monlent ,vhen" they 
" ,,,ere too distracted to ~se their resources, 
" time to recover from their consummate ter
"rol'. You kno\v, that a fe\v years before the 
" Spartan expedition, ten thousand Greeks, 
",vithout leaders, and ,vithout provisions, 
" opened ,vi th the s,yord a passage in to their 
" o,vn country, fronlthe interior of the Per
" sian' empire, through a line of nations armed 
" to annoy them, in addition to the ,vhole army 
" of Artaxerxes, ,vhich, ,vhen the Greeks conl!. 
" ll1enced. their retreat, had surrounded. them; 
" and ,vhich, pursuing or intercepting theln 
" during a great proportion of their march, 
" 'vere defeated and put to flight as often as 
" the Greeks ,vere forced to engage. Shall ,ye, 
" then, ,vho have v~nquished the ,vhole of 
" Greece, ,vho have disciplined it to our ser.. 
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" vice by so nlany victories, who COl1unand 
" the bravest of her surviving soldiers in our 
H camps; shall ,ve shrink I from a ,val' ,vi th 
" Asia, after having cOllque'red the illustrious 
" nation of Greece, of ,vhich a province could 
" send out a force able to inflict on Asia such a 
" series of shameful defeats?" 

These arguments of Alexander, interspersed 
with othel's to the same effect, so convinced his 
ministers and generals, that they were 'VOll de
cidedly to his opinion. Even Parnlenio, ,vho 

, ,,, 
had been the strongest advocate for postponing, 
perceived the necessity 0:\ accelerating, the ,val', 
and exhorted 'Alexander not to tolerate a'ny de
lay in the officers who ,vere to conduct the pre
parations. The king's ,vhole lnind was no,v oc
cupied by arrangenlel1ts for invading Persia. 

Having every thing matured, he, at Diull1, 
a city o~ Macedonia, offered a splendid course 
of sacrific,es to Jupiter Olympius, confonning in 
this solenlnity to an institution of king Arche~ 
laus, ,vho succeeded Perdiccas, the son of Alex
ander. In honour of the lVIuses, as the disposers 
of fame, the leader of the Greeks and l\1'acedo
niails next exhibited theatrical spectacles, ,vhich 
continued nine days. rIe concluded these festivi
ties by a magnificent banquet, to his friends, his 
generals, and the Hellenic deputies, given in a 
tent ,vhich contained a hundred couches: at 
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the same time, feasting his soldiers in a. body, 
he ordered, with other viands, part of the vic
tims offered in the sacrifices to be distributed 
among them, that this day, which ,vas dedi:.. 
. cated to enjoyment, might be gratefully marked 
by auspicious omens of the approaching 'var. . 

CHAP_ II1_ 

Force if the army whick Ale.rander conaucted into 
Asia: and of that whick he lift with Antipater 
in Macedon. He distributes his riches among 
his..friends. . State if' the public ... treasury. 
Course if the fieet and army from the lake 
C,ercinites to Sestos. . The king detaches PaT

'J11enio to A bydos,. 'Visits Eleus·,. sails to Si
geum. 

AT the commencement of tlle spring, Alexan
der passed with his collected forces into Asia. 
His anny ,vas formidaole by its discipline and 
valour, rather than by its nUlnbers. The ad
vanced guard, under Cassander, consisted of 
nine hundred Thracian~ and Preonians *. The 
main body, ,vhich ,vas>"'·colnlnanded by Par
menio, consisted of thirty thousand infantry: 

#I Freins. transpoiit~ 
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of ,vhom thirteen thousand were Macedonians; 
twelve thousand, confederated Greeks; and five 
thousand, mercenaries. In the rear of the re.. 
gular infantry, followed five thousand Illyrians, 
Thracians, and Triballi; with o~e thousand 
Agrian archers. The ,vhole cavalry attached 
to the army amounted .to four thousaild two 
11undred: comprising one thousand eight hun
dred ~Iacedonians, led by Philotas; as -many 
~hessalians, under the orders of Calas; and six 
hundred confederated Greeks, over whom the 
king had placed Erigyus. 0 

With this army, transporting with it provi
sion only for thirty days, Alexander hesitated 
not to march against an infinite number of Bar
barians; relying on the nlartial character of his 
nIeD, veterans long faIniliar ,vi th conquest, pos
sessing that vigor, courage, attention to their 
commanders, and superior management of their 
weapons, 'v hich rendered them more than a 
counterpoise to any armed multitude, ho,vever 
numerous. 

To Antipater, with ,vhom the king left 
hvelve thousand infantry and fifteen hundred 
cavalry, he entrusted the govenIment of Ma
cedon, and the management of Greece; and he 
enjoined his lieutenant to let the levy of re-

o cruits in Europe be constantly proceeding, in 
order to sustain the numerical strength of the 

VOL. 1. N 
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foreign' and dOlnestic arniy,' agaillst the at
tenuations of 'battle and the \vaste of mor
.tality. 

Before- he had elnbttrkedhis forces,' Alex
ander, distributee}' anl0ng his inl1nediate friends 
the property ~vhich belonged to him as an indi
vidual; ,vithout retaining any pos8~ssion or re
source which· he could alien:ate ,vithollt injury 
.to the regal dignity or the public service: Per
diccasdeclined accepting a princely gift' of land, 
beggip.g Alexander to inform him, " 'Vhat he 
, ,vould have left for hitnself?' The king aris,ver
,ed: "Hopes." . Perdiccas rejoined: "'Ve shall 
," be satisfied to partake of them, fighting under 
" your. auspices." 'A small nunlber of COlll
]llanders imitated the exalnple of Perdiccas; it 
did not influence the' Inajority. Afterwards, 
Alexander was 'asked.: " Where; 0 king! have 
U you any treasures?" He replied: ." In the 
.~, hands of Illy friends." VVhen it is consi~ 

,dered" that he '\vas staking empire and existence 
upon one cast of fortune's die,-,vithout attri... 
huting to him selfish, motives, he may be justi
4ied to the selfish; aSIlot having abstirdly dis
l)osed of his riches; for, by victory, he' ,vould 
.acquire treasures incomparably greater i-defeat 
\vould .force hinl to resign w'hat ·he had;.' less 
gracefully; Illeanw'hile, he had engaged the 
cheerful' attaclullent of his officers: nor could 
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any inlmediateinconvenience attend the -gift of 
farnls and- estates fronl 'v hich no revenue -would 
be renlitted till a remote day. 

The money belonging to -the state the king 
set..apatt Jor the service of the ,val', and he dis
pensed -it ,vith econ01ny proportioned to the 
,smallness of the- store. When Philip died, the 
treasures in the publick coffers scarcely amount .. 
ed to sixty talents of coined nloney, ,vith a fe,v 
vci5es :of silver and gold: ,vhereas- the debts due 
from the government ,vere nearly five hundred 
talents. Notwithstanding the- late king had 
greatly auglnented the - revenue of lVIacedon1 

and- so improved the luines at Philippi *,. that 
they yielded annually a thousand talents; yet 
frolu the draining effect of succes-sive ,vars, the 
nlagnificent presents. ,vhich it ,vas a branch of 
his policy to Inake, and the expensive ,yorks 
and edifices lvhich he repaired, restored, or 
f~unded, he left the pub lick treasury quite ex
hausted. The anecdote of the cup t forcibly 
illustrates how very trivial ,vere the funds \vhich 
Philip had inherited: yet his son-after having 
augmented the public debt by taking up on 
loan eight hundred talents, of which scarcely a 
tenth part remained undisbursed-no\v chal
lenges and provokes to the field the ,vhole forc~ 

.." Ante, p. 43. t Ante, p. 4~. 

N9 
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of the king of Persi~ who had fi've thousand ta
lents of gold as for a pillow, and three thousand 
talents of silver as for a footstool, deposited in 
cabinets under the head and foot of his bed. Of 
the Persian elnpire, the revenue paid in mopey* 
,vas estinlated at fourteen thousand five hun
dred and' sixty Eubreic talents;. [£3,~76,OOO;] 
the taxes paid in kind cannot now be esti
mat_t· 

Alexander's navy and transports lay in the 
lake Cercinites, so named from the neighbouring 
mountain. While the line of march to Persia 
being crossed by the sea, made it indispensable 
-the maritinle cities to be besieged,· made it 
eligible-to have a fleet attendant on the inva
ding army; besides, at several places on the 
,vay to the Hellespont circuitous marches nlight 

'* Justin, lib. xiii. 1. 
t Converted into money, or consumed as they were delivered, the 

contributions from different districts were charged to supply parti
cular branches of expenditure. Thus, was furnished the king's ward
robe, the furnitnre of his palaces, and viands for the court and llOuse
hold. Passages in Cicero [inVerrem, S B. c. 23.] and Plato [Al!!ib; 
1. P. 123.] show plainly, that the kings of Persia ",..ere accustomed 
to give purticular cities to their queens to find them in girdles; 
Qthers, to find them in necklaces; others, in shoes. From every 
author who has treated o~ the affairs of Persia, it further appears, 
that the monarch assigned to individ,uals whom he was desirous to 
honour, particular cities to find diem in bread-, wine-., meat-, 

fish-. In this manner Artaxerxes entertained and distinguished 
Tbemistoclesl as we learn from Plutarch :and Thucydiiles. 
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be avoided by embarking the troops on a short 
passage. 

Alexander set s£\.il fronl the lake Cercinites 
to the sound of flu tes, in a concert led by Timo
theus; his troops expressing the highest ardour, 
confident of seizing the riches of the Barbarians. 
In this Inanner the, king ,vas ,vafted across the 
lake, and down the course of the S trymon. Af
ter having touched at Amphipolis, he proceeded 
to the mouth of the river. Having debarked 011 

the Eastern bank, he passed on the side of 
mount Pangreus, and entered the road ,vhich' 
leads to Abdera and Maronea. The Macedonian 
leader marched close to the winding shore, to 
be at hand to assist his fleet, ',vhich sailed apa
rallel course, should the enenlY attack it. The 
Persian Inonarch possessed or directed a power
ful navy, including ships frOln Cyprus and Phre
nicia, manned \vith expert rO\\Tcrs and lTIariners 
inured to the sea. ~Iacedon, having but lately 
becOlne a naval po\vcr, did not abound \vith 
ships; and the allies had furnished vessels scan
tilyand reluctantly. Even t1~e Athenians, ,vhen 
applied to for their quota of gallies; [triremes,] 
sent but twenty; their orators dissuading them 
from entrusting a great proportion of their na~ 
vy w'ith Alexander, lest it should be direct~d 
against thelTIselves. 

Froln Maronea the king nlarched to the ri ver 
I-Iebrus; having- gained its Eastern bank ,vith ... 
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out much difficulty, he advanced" to Pretica, a 
province" of Thrace. Thence having proceeded 
over the river ~felas, he on the twentieth day 
from U1:oving on the expedi~ion, reached Sestos, 
a town of the Chersonesus, at the extrenlity of 
the European continent, and overlooking the 
Hellespont. 

Here, the coast of Thrace nearly touches Asia 
as it does to,vards the South-East at the Tina.. 
cian Bosphorus: The .Propontis, compressed at 
each end, great1y expands near the coast of By
thinia. Below' Bythinia lie Phrygia ancllVlysia; 
adjoining those, but renlote frOlll the Propontis 
and the lEgean, is ancient Lydia. The interior 
regions of Asia, [Asia" 1\1inor,] extensive, and 
celebrated for fertile tracts and opulent cities, 
are inhabited by various nations. The western 
coast at the upper part facing Thrace, is posses.. 
sed by the Hellespontians; contiguous is the 
ruined seat of the Trojans, universally known 
by their misfortunes. Beneath these, JEolis 
and Ionia occupy, on one· side, a' long n1ean... 
dering line of shore; and are bounded, on the 
other, by Lydia. l\10re southward are the 
countries of Caria and Doris, ,of which the in
land tracts are extensive, notwithstanding both 
countries, with their penins\.llar anns, are nearly 
elnbraced by the sea. 'Vestward, are the no
ble islands, lEolic Lesbos, Ionian Chius and Sa
mos, and Doric Rhodus, ,vi th several others ce.. 
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lebrated by the Greek ,vriters. The populous 
colonies of the Greeks on this coast subsist at 
this day, though even in A,lexander's time they 
had lost their ancient liberty, having beCOll1C 
subject to the king of Persia and his satraps. 

Fronl Sestos the ~1acedonian leader detach
ed the greater part of his arnlY to Abydos on 
the opposite shore, under the conduct of Par
lnenio"vith ,vhom he left one- hundred, and 
sixty gallies, and several transports. The king 
proceeded ,vith the reillainder of the troops to 
Eleus, at ,vhich place -was still preserved the 
tomb dedicated to the nH~mory of Protesilaus, 
buried there during the Trojan ,var. The tonlb 
was encircled by a grove of elms, celebrated, in 
the heroics of Philostratns, for two astonishing 
deviations fronl the la,Ys of vegetation; on those 
branches ,vhich gro,v towards Ilium, leaves 
spring every 1110rning, and in1l11ediately faU off, 
,vhile the opposite arms of the tree are clothed 
,vith ever-greeil foliage; the leaves prenlaturely, 
deciduous are imagined to be ~nlblelnatic oftbe 
fate of the hero, ,vho, in the Dardanian, expedi
tion of t}:le Greeks, fell, in the flow~er of his age, 
the first victim of that ,var. Alexander offered 
sacrifices for the dead: and implored heaven to 
grant hinl better fortune when he should land 
on the hostile shore. From Eleushe sailed to 
Sigeum, a ha,;en famous by having sheltered 
the fleet' of Agamelnnon,_ 
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In the middle of the Hellesp·ont, Alexander, 
,vho acted as pilot of his own ship, sacrifi.. 
ced a bull to Nept~ne and the Nereids; the 
golden cup froln which he had poured the liba .. 
tion he deposited in the sea, as an extraordinary 
offering to the marine deities. When the fleet 
had entered the harbour, the king ~ischarged a 
dart upon the shore, and, leaping fr0111 the ship, 
was the first that landed;- declaring, 'That he 
~ proposed, ,vith the assistance of the gods in a 
, just ,val', to become sovereign of Asia.' He 
afterwards erected altars to Jupiter, Minerva, 
and Hercules, at the plage of his descent; and 
he -caused similar memorials to be built in Eu: 
:rope on the point of CO'l,st ·whence he had last 
~ailed, . 

CHAP. IV. 

lJeportment of Alexander in the Troad. DescJ'ip~ 

tion fit his arms. Juru;tion 'with P armenio at 
Arisbe~ March l!f th() army to the Lampsace~ 
nian territory. A1flyntas detached for intelli~ 

gence. Deliberations of the Persian generals.. 
Arrogance if the Persian king. 

ALEXANDER now proceeded to the level 
country, and surveyed the seat of ancient Troy. 
While he was contemplating some monuments 
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of heroic exploits, one of the inhabitants pro .. 
Juised hinl the harp of Paris, to ,vhom he ll1ade 
this reply: ~'I do not prize {hat sordid instru
" ment of eifelninate anHlsenlent: but I should 
(s eagerly . seize the lyre on which Achilles 
" ~truck the praises of illustrious heroes, ,vith 
" the hand 'vhi~h surpassed their achieve
"ments." Alexander felt it as a trait of glory 
to be a descendant of Achilles.. His enthusi ... 
astic or superstitious veneration led hiln,. with 
his friends, to 'walk, naked; in procession round 
the tOlpb of the Grecian hero, anointing it, and 
adorning it with a crown. I-Iephrestion placed 
a cro,vn upon the tonlh of.Patroclus, iI~timatil1g 
that he held the same rank in the friendship of 
Alexander, as Patroclus held in that of Achilles. 
Aillong the observations ,vhich fell fronl the 
king, this is preserved: "I regard Achilles as 
" doubly happy; because, living, he found a 
~, faithful friend; and, ,vhen dead, a poet ,vho 
~, has immortalized his actions." To the other 
Hellenic heroes, ,vhose sepulchres on the Dar
danian t,erritory are still pointed out to the tra
veller, Alexander solelnnized funeral obsequies. 
lIe offer~d a sac;rifice to Priam, on the altar of 
l-~ercius, either to appease the Inanes of the ve
nerable father of I-Iector, in slaying ,vhom, 
Neoptolemus had vio1ated the sanctity of an 
~1tar; or, to giv~ honour to his memory on ac
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count of the affinity \vhich had been created 
between the house of Macedon and the royal 
line of Ilium, by the n1arriage of Neoptolelnus' 
,vith Hector's \vido,v. 

If the scenery reminded Alexander, that the 
-destruction of Troy could not be effected till 
the palladium· ,vas removed,-this tended to 
heighten his a,ve of Minerva. After sacrificing 
with great devotion in her temple, he there de
posited his arU1S; taking, in exchange, arnlS 
,vhich had hung there fronl the· tiIne of the 
Trojan \var. These he caused to be borne be-· 
fore hitn, as though he had rece,ived ·theIn, by 
. the favour of the goddess, to conquel~ Asia; and 
l1e is represented to have actually' ,vorn them at 
the battle of the Granicu·s. On other occasions, 
he appeared to prize costly armour; in nothing. 
more solicitous to find ·workn1en of unl'ivalled 
excellence. His ·ordinary, buckler ,vas splendid. 
I-fis iron hehnet, polished by the artificer Theo
philus to dazzling brightness, was sUrInounted 
by a lofty, elegant crest, of ,vhich the nodding 
plumes ,vere remarkable for the purity of their 
,vhite lustre. I-Iis corslet was fOrIned of double 
layers of linen: \vi th an iron collar enriched by 
sparkling gems. From a belt \vrought by the 
incomparable Helicon; hung a SWOi'd falned both 
for edge and temper; and its value . ,vas aug
mented by the· ullion of strength and infragi .. 
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lity ,vith a lightness easy to ,yield. Over this 
armour he son1etin1es ,yore a close lllilitary coat 
of that fashion and fabric then styled Sicilian~ 
Of theseanlls several articles came into his pos
session ,at tinles subsequent to the period ,vhich 
the narrative has reached, as presents or tro.. · 
phies: the corslet ,vas part of the spoil frOlll 
the battle of Issus: the sword \vas a gift of :the 
king of the Citici, a people of Cyprus: the Rho... 
<lians, as the sYlnbol of their homage, contri
buted the. belt.· These particulars have been 
achnitted into the ,vorks of ancient auth.)rs, 
possibly because there can scarcely be any 
thing, in the sayings, or the manners, or the 
actions, of the first order of illustrious TIlen, so 
D1inute, as not to anluse, or instruct, or excite 
useful reflection. The arms of Alexander haxe 
been objects of veneration in succeeding ages; 
and Time, the general destroyer, long spared 
theIn, as fi'oIn respect. One of our conunand
ers, after the conquest of the Pontic provinces, 
,yore Alexander's nlilitary coat at a triunlphal 
procession in· ROIne. Another ·Ronlan general, 
habited in the corslet of the ~Iacedoniall victor, 
traversed the bridge"vhich, in imitation of Da
rius and Xerxes, he had built over the sea. 

From the ten1i)le of lVlinerva, Alexander 
Inarchecl to Arisbe, ,vhere the ~iacedonians un
per Pm~n1enio were encampeel. 
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On t11e follo\ving day, he passed the to'vns 
Percote and Lam psacus, and arrived on tl~e 
banks of the Practius, which, from the Idean 
mountains, flo,vs through 'the territories of 
Lampsacus and Abydos, aud, winding north

. ,yard, empties itself into the Propontis. Thence, 
l~aving Hermotus on one side, he marched to 
Colonre, a to,vn seated in the heart of the Lamp
sacenian territory. Having receiv~d all those 
places into his protection, and pardoned the in
habitants of Lampsacus *, he sent Panegorus to 
accept the surrender, and take possession of the 
city of the Priapeni. 

At this stage of the expedition, Alexander 
detached Amyntas, the son of Arrabreus, with 
four troops, (one of them consisting of ApolIo
niates under the cOlnmand of Socrates,) to ad
vance and observe the motions, or gain intelli
gence, of the enemy. 

The enemy lay in a position not greatly dis
tant; and ,vere exerting themselves ,vith soli~ 
citude to discover and complete the proper train 
of defensive n1easures against the approaching 
'val': but the question, Whether the attack 
could be more effectively repelled by force, or 
eluded by policy, distract.ed their counsels. 
lVletnnon, by far the most competent of their 
generals, recommended a course not unlike that 

• Ante, p. 29. 
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since taken by QUI' o\vn Fabius: "Let us de... 
" stroy every thing, in every direction, that 
" can be of any use to the enemy, and retire 
" farther into the country; let us trample on" 
" and ,vaste the grass ,vith out cavalry; let us 
" burn the villages and tow'ns, and leave in our 
" rear a naked desert.· The Macedonians', who 
" have brought scarcely a month's provision, 
." confide on living by plunder: no,v jf ~heir 
" subsistence by that 'means be prevented, they 
" must, after a sh9r~ interval, retreat; and the 
" whole ofAsia will be saved at a comparatively 
" slnall expense. It is true the necessity for 
" this partial sacrifice is tobe deplored: but on 
" all occasions where danger pregnant ,vith to
" tal des~ruction is itnperiding,. the ,vise cheer~ 
" fully deliver themselves from the tremendous 
" risk by sllblnittil1g to a sUlaU loss. Thus if 
" a li111b of the l1ulllan body be seized with a 
" 1110l"bid inflammation, ,vhich, spreading, ,vould 
" destroy the ,vhole fraDle, physicians anlputate 
" the limb to preserve the body. And ,ve are 
" encouraged to do this by a successful prece':' 
" dent; for Darius fornlerly caused these pro
" vinces to be devastate~, lest the Scythians 
" should effect a passage through thenl. A 
" battle ,vith the lVfacedonians, at this time, 
" ,vill expose the whole elnpire to hazard: 
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" should ,ve' be, defeated,-Alexander, ,vill gain 
" this entire region, and a road to ,the interior 
" provinces; should victory attend the Persian 
" arni.s, ,ve shall remain Inere1y as ,\ve are, ,ve 
." shall r~ap nothing. There is cause to appre
" hend, that the infantry already ,vith us; is of 
" .that description, tIlat though much more nu
" nlerous, it, ,yin not be able to resist the l\fa ... 
" _cedonian phalanx. Besides, the presence of 
" Darius, if ,ve ,vait for it, ,,,ill contribute, in 
" no slight degree, to victory, since the soldi .. 
" ers, conscious that their nlonarch is ,fighting 
" ,vith them, and surveying their actions, ,vill 
" feel at once the stinlulations of llope,- shame, 
" and. the desire of glory; advantages ,vhich 
" the, l\1acedonians at this 1110ment· IJossess. 
" Besides, no one can doubt that it is eligible 
" to carry. the ,val' into the enen~y's territory, 
~' rather than suffer our own country to be the 
" seat. of conflict. N O'Y, if ,ve retreat in the 
"'manner which I have proposed,-the enenlY, 
" unable to, pursue, ,villleave us leisure to plan 
" the invasion of :l\Iacedon." 

These views of Memnon the other -Persian 
generals scarcely examined. They abruptly ter
minated the de1iberation&, concurring in relnarks 
to this effect: 'That to create a little delay by 
, ,vaste and destruction might ans,ver the pur.. 



CTlap.IV. TO QUINTUS CURTIUS. 19t 

, 'pose of M emnon, the Rhodian *, 'vho ,,,ould 
, derive a benefit from protracting the ,var, the 
, benefit of enjoying his o'ffices and elnolulnents 
, proportionally longer:' but that it ,vould be 
, an indelible disgrace to Persian gov~rnors to 
, betray the people \vho had been confided to 
, their protection: nor could they justify such 
, conduct to the king, \vhose instructions to 
, thfluprescribed far different op~rations in 
, prosecuti~g the'var.~ Indeed Darius, on be
ing' informed of Alexander's dep3:rture, from 
lVlacedon, had, in the dispatches to his satraps~ 
commanded thenl: "To ilnpress on the mind 
" of that rash boy ()f Philip's a due sense of his 
" years and station, by flogging hilll: then to 
" send hilll to Darius habited in purple and 
" bound in chains: to. sink all his ships with 
" their cre'ws: and to drive his soldiers to ba
" nishment on the remote borders, of the Red 
"Sea." So confident of the future qid the il
lusions of unbounded pride nlake the Persian 
nlonarch. Ignorant of his destiny, no longer 
feeling that' he shared in human \veakness, he 
pretencJcd to have afEnity ,vith the gods. The 
last illusion sprung rather from the near ap

$ 'Ve cannot suppose that the uncourtly parts of these animad. 
versions were urged in open council; but were suspicions against the 

motives of Memnon, which the jealous princes whispered to each 
qther. 
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proach ,vhich he seemed to 'make to them iIt 
power, than fronl any reliance on the ancient 
fable which derived the name of Persia, and the 
lineage of its kings,' fronl Perseus the son of 
Jupiter. 

Not long previously, Darius l1ad addressed 
to the Athenians letters in a sty Ie equally arro ... 
gant, ,vith this insulting conclusion, 'That 
'. since they had preferred the friendship of the 
, Macedonian to his, they.must ~ot, for the fu.:. 
, ture, apply to him for gold; fo-r ho,vever they 
, should beg, he ,vould send them none.' 

CHAP. V. 

Ale.11ullder spares the estate if lVIemnon. .Alters 
the name if a month. Stoops to practise on the 
sliperstition if his soldiers. The battle of the 
Granicus. Deportment of the king qfter tile 
'Victory. Dedicates part oj' the spoil in 11liner
'Va's temple at Athens. 

HAVING prosecuted his march, Ale.xander 
llO'V touched the hither boundary of that tract 
of land ,vhich the king of Persia had besto'ved 
on lVlenlnon: but before he passed this demesne, 
he, in general orders; enjoined the Macedonian 
captains and anny, neither to injure the tenants 
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of Memnon, nor the produce of the soil; an ar'" 
tifice by ,vhich he designed either to render sus .. 
pected the most active of the enenlY's generals, 
and" the only officer among them 'VhOlTI he did 
not despise, or to dra,v him over to his interest. 
This forbearance of Alexander astonished SOlne 
of his attendants, ,vho felt no scruple to urge, 
that as Memnon ,vas the nlost inveterate as ,veIl 
as the ablest antagonist of the l\/Iacedonians, it 
behoved" them to execute hitn, if he should fall 
into their hands, and that in the meantinlc they 
ought to spoil and destroy ,vhatever belonged to 
hitn. "Rather," replies their leader, Inore poli .. " 
tic, if not 1110re humane, "let us ,yin hinl by 
" good offices, 'frotTI an enemy converting him 
" to a friend; he 'vill. then exert his. courage 
" and talents to serve us." 

In ordinary cases, thel\Iacedonian phalanx, 
,vhich had sixteen ranks, marched from its 
flank, ,,,hich made its marching front sixteen 
files ,vide.. flaving reached the" Adrastean 
plains, it now luarched from its flank in double 
colunlns, or thirty-two files ,vide, with an in
terstice betw:een the colulnns; the cavalry on the 
wings; the waggons and baggage in the rear. 
Scouts had before brought intelligence, that the 
enelny intended to make a stand on the Grani
cus; and no,v the advanced guard-consisting 
of horselnen armed with pikes, and five hundred 

VOL. I. o 
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light infantry *-who l~ad been detached to ex
amine the fords, and observe the enelny, re
turned with intelligence, that the Persians oc
cupied an advantageous positIon on the other 
side of the Granlcus, and were in order of battle, 
-' -waiting to receive the invaders. The king 
halted, and called a council of war on the pro
priety of leading the arnlY over to attack the 
enemy. A majority of his generals represented, 
, That it ,vas a rash attempt, and an imprac .. 
, ticable thing, to stem the current of that deep 
f river in the presence of twenty thousand horse 
f and innumerable foot guarding" tlie opposite 
f lofty bank, naturally difficult of access.' 
Other individuals diffused and countenanced ti
midity, by suggesting, 'That it ,vas then the 
, Inollth of Desius, [corresponding to June,] 
~ ,vhich, it might be recollected, had always 
, been unfortunate tb the Macedonians.' Alex
ander, though he could not perceive the danger, 
forbore to outrage the superstition, ,vhich had 
raised alnong his followers so many advocates 
of delay;, convinced that superstition has a so
vereign influence over weak minds.. He, there
fore, by an edict, expunged Desius froln the 
l\1acedonian tables' of tinle, substituting a re
petition of the name of the preceding l11onth, 

• Gilli~'s Greece, . chap. xxxvii. , 
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'\vith an explanatory ordinal, Artemisiu$ the 8e~ 
condo And to restore the confidence of those 
who had been alarmed, he covertly instructed 
Aristander; whose office it ,vas to sacrifice for a 
prosperous passage, to ,vrite, '\vith a chemical co... 
lour, a fortunate sentence on the palm of the 
hand, which receives the entrails; inverting the 
characters, that, dissolved by the ,varIn liver; 
they might be ilnprinted on its surface in the 
proper order. By this coarse artifice,unworthy 

A of the king, the detection of ,vhich might have 
disconcerted him for ever, ,vas obtained the 
answer: "The gods give the victory to Alex~ 
"ander." Thi~ supposed miracle being circu
lated through the camp, the soldiers unani 
mously burst into loud acclamations: " ...I\fter 
" such a proof pf the celestial favour, ,vhat cait 
" \ve fear?" Considering themselves. predes ... 
tined to conquer, they felt themselves adequate 
to take success by storm. 

Availing himself of the impetuous ardour of 
their nlinds, the king deternlined immediately 
to lead them over, nOhvithstanding Parnlenio 
advised and entreated him to defer it, at least 
till the morning, as great part of the day was 
consumed: but Alexander said to his cautious 
general, in a style of raillery: "The Hellespont 
H ,vill blush, if, after passing that, ,ve ,vant so 
" much preparation to cross a brook." 

o~ 
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The leader of the Greeks and Macedonians 
sprung on his horse. Under his dispositions, 
the whole army opened, and spread along the 
bank of the river in order of battle: the pha
lan~, essentially the Inain ..body, divided into 
eight sections; stood in the centre; the lVlace
donian cavalry fonnedthe right wing; the Gre
cian, the left. Alexander assulned in person 
the comlnand of the right ,ving, confiding the 
left and centre to Partnenio. Either he consi
dered that the breadth of the river ,vould ren
der his Inilitary engines, the balistas and cata
pults *, unavailing, or he disdained to employ 
thenl, in, the hope of soon closing ,vith the 
cnenlY· 

. Alexander has no,v conlp'letecl OI!Jmp. eXI. S. 

A. C. 334. his orders; the two annies behold 
./Etat. Alex. 22. each other in portentous silence; 

this solemn pause is interrupted by the l\face
donian trun1pets resounding throughout the 
line. On this signal~ PtolenlY; the son of 
Phi~ip by Arsinoe, began to ford the river, at 
the head of a squadron of Cataphracts t, fol
lo\ved by two bodies of light dragoons, and a 
battalion of infant~·y comlnanded by Anlyntas. 

'* See, ante, p. 138. 
t Cavalry completely covered with defensive armour. Cllira~ 

liers is t.he modern term which most nearI.)" answers to Cataphra~ts. 
See Gillies'~ Greece, chap. xxxvii.. ' 
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l\1ore to the l:ight, Alexander advanced, at the 
same n1011Jent, under a sho,ver of arrows from 
the enemy, ,vith thirteen troops of chosen ca
valry, attended by a covering party of archers 
and .l\grians. They wi th difficulty effected their 
way through the conflicting ,vaves, and across 
the heavy stream. Before the king could ob
tain finn footing on the shore, or restore to OD

der the ranks broken in ,their passage, ,he ,vas 
charged oli. all sides 'by the Persian cavalry. 
The sharpness of the battle Inay be estimated 
by the amount of the hostile forces. 

'Vhen the native generals of the enemy-re
je.cting ~Iell1non's counsel; and adopting the 
declaration of Arsites, governor of~Phrygia, 

that not a hut should be burnt ,vithin his juris
diction-resolved to fight; they" posted their 
army, consisting of one hundred thQusand foot 
and hventy thousand horse, along the Granicus, 
relying on the river as a bulwark against the 
progress of Alexander. This ,vas their order of 
battle: Against the l\tlacedonian right-,ving, 
,vhich they petceived to be directed by Alexan
der in person, they opposed their native cavalry, 
their chief reliance; Inanreuvred by l\Iemnon 
and his sons, in conjunction w'ith Arsanes the 
Persian, and supported by the auxiliary Paphla ... 
gonian horse under A.rsites. A reserve to this 
left-\ving, consisting partly of the Hyrcanian 
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cavalry, was commanded by Spithridates, son.. 
in-law· to the Persian monarch, associated ,vith 
his brother Rhresaces, governor of Libya and 
Ionia. The main-body:)l: of the foot, ,vhich in~ 
eluded the Greek mercenaries, was directed by 
Pharnaces, brother of the queen; by Arbupales, 
a descendant of Artaxerxes; and by Mithrobar
zanes, governor of Cappadocia. Farther to the 
right, Niphates and Petan~s, ,vith Arsaces and 
Atizyes, commanded levies frOln various nations 
which were Persian provinces. On the right 
flank stood two thousand Medes, and an equal 
number ofBactrians, under the orders of Rheo~ 
mithres. 

The enemy, having a decided superiority of 
numbepi and the advantage of position, had de
stroyed, or driven back into the river, the first 
lines of horse led by PtolenlY. Alexander, re~ 
garding an opportunity of combating as the 
same thing ,vith victory, rallied those troops, 
and maintained his ground on the bank. The 
battle ,vas close and sanguinary. Conspicuous 
by his arms, by his bravery, and by the rapidity 
,vith 'which he traversed the field to give orders, 
he 'was sought out and pressed by a cloud of as
sailants. In the heat of this cOlnplex rencoun
ter, a dart, levelled at the king, stuck in a fold 

~ F~eins. transposit. et per inductionem~ 
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of the 10'wer part of his armour, ,vithollt wound
ing hinl. Now, Rhresaces and Spithridates, 
two of the boldest among the Persian conl
manders, assailed him together. Al~:xander 

launched his spear against Spithridates, ,vhose 
breast-plate repelled and broke it.· While he 
,vas dra\ving his s\V"ord, the brother of Spith
ridates, riding up, ~w"ith a powerful swing of 
his scimitar, cleft the helmet of Alexander, 
,vhose .hatr was grazed by the ,veapon. Part 
of the helmet falling, the Persian ,vas preparing 
to repeat the blow on the unprotected part of 
the head, thus laid bare; at this moment, Clitus, 
,vho, on perceiving the imminent danger of 
Alexander, had sprung to his aid, cut off the 
uplifted arm of Rhresaces, ,vhich fell with the 
grasped s\vord to the grou~ld. At th~ s.ame in~ 
stant~ the .s}vord of Ale¥ander slew Spithri
dates. 

Down to the last files of the Persian horse, 
the l\-iacedonians, charging through the inter
stices in the ranks, no\v carried carnage. But 
the Inighty range of Persian squadrons, like the 
columns of a magnificent temple in fuins, were 
yet too firm to be ~asHy removed, and too nul'" 
merO\lS not t9 present to the eye grand masses 
and eKtensive lines. The enemy's cavalry con
tinued to r~sist Alexander's, \vith gall~ij.t obsti
nacy, long after the slaughter of t11e greater 
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part of' their generals had' thro,vn them in to 
disorder, till at length their consternation is 
rendered complete by the approach of the :Nla
~edonian phalanx, which had crossed the riveI', 
led 'by Partnenio. The Barbarian cavalry no\v 
lost all their firmness; in their precipitate flight, 
11 thousand were overtaken and slain. 

The Persian foot had imagined, that their 
horse, ex'elusively, w'as abundantly competent 
to defeat Alexander; and had prepared for 
plunder, rather than defence: having unexpec
tedly to sustain the shock of the \vhole Mace .. 
donian ar,my, they presented a feeble counte
nance, and fell, uncontending victims, not in a 
fight, but a butchery. 

The Greek infantry, however, in the Persian 
service, under the comnland of Omares, having
seized an el11inence, sent deputies to Alexander, 
to stipulate for permission to retire unlnolested. 
'Vhen the king, in answer to this proposition, 
rushed upon them sword in hand, they opposed 
a steady and vigorous defence. , In this conflict 
there fell mOle Macedonians, than in the engage
ment 'with the Persian cavalry. In a charge at 
the head of the 'nl0st advanced, the horse \vhich 
the king rode \vas run through the body ,vith,:a 
s,vorg. Then, the impetuous ~1acedonian,.hav
ing enclosed the desperate Greeks wi th h~s ca.. 
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valry and infantry, devoted them to the fiercest 
slaughter, till two thousand only were left, ,vho 
surrendered at discretion. 

Of the enemy, the entire number killed ,vas 
twenty thousand foot, and two thousand horse; 
the prisoners frOl11 them \vere nearly to the sanlC 
anlount. All the Persian generals, except five, 
died honourably, frOln ,vounds in the field. 
Memnon, Arsaces, Rheonlithres, .Atizyes, and 
Arsites" saved thel11selves by flight: but Arsites, 
as soon as· he had reached Phrygia, perpetrated 
~uicide, under a paroxysm of shame and re
1110rse, conscious that he should be deservedly 
regarded as the cause of the defeat *. 

The few nlcn ,vhich this victory cost Alex
ander, ,vere nnlong the bravest of his soldiers. 
Of the foot, thirty fell; and seventy of the 
horse. 

To diffuse through the army a confidence, 
that the. leader of the Greeks and l\facedonians 
,vould, in every event, re'ward and distinguish 
the brave,-that leader enriched all ,vho sur
vived the battle, \vith the spoils of the Persians, 
and magnificently interred the slain, with their 
anns and accoutrements;' granting immunities 
to their ,vives and children. The \vounded he 
treated with cherishing care, visiting them iudi .. 

* Ante, p. 1!H, and 197. 
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vidually in their tents, sympathising ·,vith the 
most obscure soldier, and animating him under 
his sufferings, by con1mendatiol1s, by assurances 
of promotion, by liberal gifts. To the anny, 
this condescension and beneficenc~ so en
deared the king, that, thencefonvard, a spirit of 
fidelity and devotion to hinl, made them with 
alacrity encounter the fiercest perils; none be.. 
tl'aying a reluctance to shed their blood for a 
leader, who alleviated the hardships of a mili
tary life ,vith ,vell-tiIned accommodations, and 
,vho planted laurel on the common soldier's 
grave. 

In the battle, the band of the FRIENDS * 
surmounted frying disadvantages, under ,vhich 
the accliyity of the ground had placed them, at 
the onset; vanquishiug the· multitude of Per
sian cavalry, by ,vhom they had been severely 
pressed. Of this band five and twenty indivi
duals fell, ,yhose luemory Alexander distin"' 
guished by an eminent group of honours; an 
equestrian· statue of each, in bronze, from the 
mould of Lysippus t, ,vas erected in Dium, a 
to\vn of Macedonia; whence, upon the faU"of 
that kingdom, they have been transferred tp 
our imperial city by Metellus. 

9.t Eight squadrons of chosen cavalry were honoured with the 
name ofJriends and cpmpllnions to the king.. 

t Ante, p. 14. 
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The Thessalians ,vere the main strength of 
Alexander's cavalry *. On this occasion, tl~e 

'whole arnlY perfonnecl its part; the cavalry, on 
whonl the decision depended, displayed extra
ordinary resolution and valour; the Thessalian 
squadrons signalized thenlselves. 

The first "wreath of distinction, on account 
of the victory, is due to the king. After 
weighing the nature of the ground, and the at
titude of the enemy, he disposed his arnlY "rith 
consumulate lllilitary skill. He led his troops 
through the river in an oblique order, both to 
lessen the inconvenience from the current, and 
to prevent them froll1 being charged in flank, 
as they ascended fro1n the ,vater. 'Vhen they 
,vere thrown into confusion, and began to 
:waver, he animatecl thenl to "one more" vigo
~, rous attack." His o"\vn gallant lance and s,vord 
killed numbers of the ellelny; and that division 
of the enenlY's anl1Y; ,vhich he, ,vith Clitus and 
his attendants, assailed, ,vas the first to fly. 
Ifis detennination to engage, and his luanner of 
engaging, possessed lnore just decision, than te
Inerity; for having to contend ,vith an untried. 
enenlY, far superior in nUlnber, he contrived to 
ann his soldiers \vith desperation; if the pas ... 
sage of the river \vas difficult, retreat \vas Im

~ Freins. transposit. 



SUPPLEMENT Book II. 

possible: he left thelll no medium between safe
ty and victory. 

Alexander extended the rites of interment 
to the superior officers aIllong the Persian slain, 
and also to, the Gre~ks in the enemy's pay, 'vho 
had fallen. But the Greek mercenaries \VhOlll 
he had taken prisoners, he sent to lVlacedon, to 
be distributed in the prIsons there, because, in 
contempt of the decree of the Amphictyons, 
they had fought, under Barbarian leaders, against 
their own country. The Thebans, however, he 
dislnissed, conceiving their offence not to be 
,vilful, but inevitable; as' their city was de
stroyed, their lands confiscated, and they had 
escaped to coe~ced exile barely\vith life; their 
n1ultiplied calamities, which had sated venge
ance, no,v awakened his commiseration. 

Three hundred bucklers, selected out of the 
Pe,rsian arms taken, the conqueror sent to 
Athens, to' he suspended in the temple of :1\li
nerya, ,vith this inscription: " Alexander, the 
(C son of Philip, and all the Greeks, the Lace
(( dren10nians excepted, dedicate these spoils 
(C won from the Barbarians ,vho inhabit Asia." 
Independent of religious devotion, and a desire 
to have his exploits known, he had a hvofold 
n10tive to this act: by extending to the Greeks 
a liberal share in the fame of the victory, he 
might bring theln to a more prompt and cheer .. 
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ful compliance with the requisitions of the ,var: 
at the same time, he atnxed a stigma to the sel
fishness or sullenness of the Lacedremonialls, 
,vho, consulting their separate interest, had cut 
themselves off froITI the general body of the 
Greeks, and from a participation in the glory, 
which..-the splendid' trophies taken from the 
Persians would perpetuate. 

'. Not unmindful of his mother, to 'VhOlTI he. 
constantiy behaved ,vith true filial duty, the 
king sent her the cups of gold, robes of purple, 
and other valuables of that description, found in 
the spoil; reserving for his o\vn use but a slnall 
proportion.. 

C HAP. 'T1. 

~le:l'al1der 'returns to Troy. Omen retrospective ... 
ly noticed. The 'Victor recei"ces the submission 
qf'Various places in P hrygia, Ionia, and other 
jJrovincesl His moderation and poliL:lJ. He re
signs his mistress Campaspe to A pelles: Notice 
ofdoubtful anecdotes related ofthe attist. Ale.r
aneler liberally endo'tlJ'S the temple ifDiana I' The 
Ephesians rifuse to inscribe llis name upon it. 

AFTER the battle, Alexander repaired a se.. 
cond time to Troy, and offered thanksgivings to 
the goddess, ,vho had, at the trying comlnence,.. 
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ment of a weighty ,var, ftirnished him ,vith 
arms, and animated him with auspicious pre... 
sages. 'For when he formerly landed from the. 
Hellespont on the Ilian shore *, there lay pros
trated on the ground, in front of the temple of 
Minerva, an equestrian statue of Ariobarsanus1 

who had formerly been governor of Phrygia. 
Aristander, ,vho, ,vith the king, ,vitnessed this, 
construed it into an omen of glorious victory 
in an equestrian engagement, in which the con
queror should, with his own hand, slay the ene
my's general: but the hierophant pronounced 
the re~ult to be so far conditional, that the field 
of battle must border on Phrygja. The action 
on the Granicus f countenanced the predic-. 
tion. 

The king made presents of imperial value to 
the temple of the goddess. To the village en
circled by the ruins of ancient Troy, he gave 
the title of city ; and that it might' respectably 
support that title, he appointed officers to re
store and enlarge it;' and conferred on it, free-' 
dOln and various immunities. And because the 
temple, besides being in a state of decay, ap
peared to Alexander too limited for the ,vorship 
of Minerva, he vo\ved to raise to her a magnifi
cent structure, should the future afford him op

• ,Ant~, p. 18~~. t Ante, p. 1~~. 
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portunity. Fate arrested hitn, ,vhile nleditating 
this, ,vith other great designs: nor were they 
executed by his successors .. 

The battle of the Granicus had laid open to 
the victor all that part of Asia ,vhich lies on 
this side mount Taurus and the Euphrates ~ 
Destitute, not only of a protecting army, bull 
of satraps and leaders, the a,ved inhabitants of 
Phrygia, Ionia, and Caria, had no hopes but in 
the clemency of Alexander; fearfully impatient 
to·obtain this clemency, they tendered their aIIe~ 
giance, like rivals in' submission~ The~ king 
constituted CaIas, general of the Thessalonians, 
gavernor of Phrygia *. Anlbassadors, bearing 
the homage of the contiguous 1110untain-tracts, 
were dismissed by the king, ,vith an assurance 
that they 'were received into his protection. He 
pardoned the Zeli.ti, because .he kne\v- that the 
'coercion of the Persians had anned them against 
11im. 

Alexander imposed on the 'cities and pro~ 
vinees thus acquired, a tribute no greater. in 
amount than that which they had been accus
tomed to pay Darius; and, subsequently, he ob
served the same moderation with regard to every 
new conquest. He 'vas sensible, that a foreign 
government is ahvays regarded as an invidious 

.. Antel p. ~Ol •. 
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intrusion,ancl ilnpatiently borne, even \vhen ex
ercised \vith lnore lenity tha~ the expelled do
Dlestic administration: but if to the fonner 
burdens of the subject ne\v iIn positions are 
added, the change of masters is felt as an into
lerable usurpation: \vherefore, -\vhen a courtier 
suggested, that he might, by increasing the 
tax~s of so large an empire, nlaterially augment 
his revenue, he replied, 'That he abhorred the 
I sottish avidity ofa gardener, ,vho pulled up 
• by the roots those plants, 'which he ought to 
f be contented with cropping at seasonable 
I times.' 

Informed that the enemy still held Dascy .. 
lium, he detached thither Parmenio, ,vhom the 
inhabitants eagerly received; the Persian garrj.~ 
son having quitted it on the approach of the 
l\!Iacedonians. Alexander in person proceeded 
to Sardis; then the capital of a chain' of pro, 
vinces, which the Persian kings committed to sa .. 
traps governing nlaritime divisions of the em
pire; and more anciently the splendid metropo
lis of the unfortunate Crresus, the last king of 
Lydia. Seventy stadia from the city, Mithrenes, 
whom Darius had made governor of the citadel, 
accompanied by the principal Sardian nobi~ity, 
met the conqueror; and surrendered the muni
cipal jurisdiction" and the forts, ,vith the trea
sures~ The l\!acedoniall ruler restored Sardi~ 
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to its ancient privileges and laws, after it had 
endured, above t,vo centuries, the oppressions of 
Persia. 

Ellcamping on the river Hetmus, about 
twenty stadia from Sardis, he sent Amyntas1 

the son of Androlnene, to take possession of 
the ci tadeI. Seated on the top of a lofty hi1l1 
on all sides difficult of access, it ,vould have 
been tenable against any force, even ·without its 
,valls and triple rampart. Alexander felt a hig~ 
degree of satisfaction at the surrender· of a for.. 
tress, ,vhich,. had· the officer of the enemy avail .. 
ed hi.mself of its capacity to sustain a siege, 
nlight have retarded the execution of his great 
designs; in gratitude, he resolved to build there 
a temple to Jupiter Olyrnpius. While suryey
ing the spot, to discover the fittest station for 
the structure, a sudden and furious storm pour
ed a flood of rain on that part of the area 'vith
in the citadel, ,vhere anciently had stood the 
palace of the Lydian kings. Believingt11e site 
to be thus pointed out by heaven, he ordered 
the temple to "be erected on this place. 

Understanding that the Sardians* looked up 
,vith great devotioli to Diana, whom they ,v?r
shipped under the name of Coloene,.he made hei 

.. Fr~in!. transposit", 
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temple an ~syluln. I-Ie restored to the Ly
dians their favourite laws and institutions. 

To induce the Persian officers generally to 
in1itate the revolting disloyalty of Mithrenes, 
the.1Vlacedonian degraded promotions, and taint
ed honours, by sho\vering thelnon that traitor, 
making him at length prefect of Armenia *. 

In the citadel of Sardis t was found an ac
count of.the money \vhich had been distributed 
by the satraps of Darius, to instigate the Greeks 
to a \val' ,vi th Macedon: as a central organ of 
circulation, Demosthenes, in particular, had been 
supplied ,vith vast largesses, as appeared fronl 
some. of his letters, preserved in the archives t. 
Alexander, however, having made a peace ,vith 
the Athenians,.by ,vhich former grounds of dis
pute \vere cancelled, did not deem it proper to 
complain publickly of these proceedings: but he 
sa,v it the more necessary to counteract-by vi
gilance, and by politic attentions-the po,verful 
eloquen~e and attenuantintrigues of this inve
terate oppon~nt, lest the people ofAttica should 
be seduced frOln. their engagements; a defec· 
tion ,vhich tnightinfluence all Greece. Another 
Athenianhadattr~cted the king's esteem; Plio... 
cionnlaintained,in it as exalted a place. as. ~ny 

• FreillJ. transposit, ~ ·t Eodem. . t Ante, p. 142. 
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man, by the incorruptible, undeviating virtue, 
and soaring integrity, 'vh~ch shed a lu~tre round 
his poverty .. The king ,vas attentive to hiln at 
first, for the uses to which he imagined address 
might moul~ hiin: but ,vhen he had received 
lnultiplied convi~tions of his magnaninlity, the 
intereste~, measuring valuation of the politician 
was absorbed in unbounded admiration. To re,,:, 
late here t\vo' circumstances, 'v~lich should be 
postponed, if regulated merely by their date;
Alexander; in the course of his atteinpts t() gain 
hitn, sent him a hundred talents, [£22,500,] and 
desired hiln to select one as his own; <;>u t of these 
four cities in Greece-Ciui, Elrea, Mylass~, 

Patara; places· of considerable rank. Phocion 
inflexibly refused the ,vhole of this superb temp
tation: but lest he should be construed to spurn 
at the friend~hip of Alexande.r, he prayed hiln t~ 
gran t, as a favour to himself, liberty to the so,:, 
phist Echecr~tides; Athellodorus, the Imbrian; 
Denlaratus and Sparto, Rhodians; all then im
prisoned in the fortress at Sardis. 'Vhel.l the 
king, after the overthro\v of Darius, had b,ecome 
so extravagantly elated, as to consider the per~ 
sons ,vhonl he addressed by letter, as un\vorthy 
of the usual fonn ~f salutation, he continued 
that complitnen t to Phocion as ,veIl as to An
tipater. . 

Alexander had no\v to provide for the seeu .. 
.p2 
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rity of the. conquered territories, and. to form 
provincial governments and administrations. 
To Pausanias, of the Band of Friends *, he con
fided ·the important citadel of Sardis, with tJ1e 
cOlnmand of the Argive auxiliaries. The other 
confederate Greeks, with the satrapy from 
,vhich Memnon had been driven, 'vere placed 
tinder the command of Calas, and Alexander the 
son of .1Ero}>us. Nicias ,Vas co~missioned to 
collect the imposts and tributes. Assander, t~e 
son of Philotas, obtained the government of Ly
dia under the same limitations as Spithridates 
had held it. 

These appointments. completed,-Alexander 
luarched to Ephesus t, which the garrison, . ap
prized of the defeat of the Persian army, had 
quitted in t\VO gallies: 'Vith thelll escaped 
A11lyntas, . the son of Antiochus, because he 
feared, that the malignant and unprovoked op
position ,vhich he had nlanife~ted, had kindled 
a flanle of inextinguishable resentment in the 
I~ing.· It is remarkable, that more than one M~
cedonian of the name of Amyntas were enenlies 
and traitors to Alexander. 

On the fourth day after leaving Sardis, 
Alexander entered Ephesus. He recalled all the 
persons whonl the oligarchy. had exiled, and 

~ Freins. transposit. t Ibid. 
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flatte'red the attachment of' the citizens to un
~ 

mixed democracy, by reestablishing that form 
(as by daring trope it may be termed) of govern
nlen t. The lnass, as soon as they 'were liberated 
from restraint, and invested ,vith power, c1a
nlorously denlanded, that the party ,vhich had 
called...in l\femnon; and the citizens who had ei
ther cast down the statue erected to Phil~p, -or 
had levelled the monument in the forulU to the 
patriot -Heropythus ;" and tho~e individuals, (for 
with the names and actions of the pi-oscribed 
they mingled profligates and erin1es,) ,vho had 
pillaged the tenlple of Diana, .should all be pu
nished according to their delnerits. At this out
cry, Pelagon and his brother Syrphaces, ,vith 
tHeir kinsnlen, ,vere dragged from the violated 
asyluln of the telnple, and were stoned to death. 
All things ,vere tending to turbulence apd effu
sion of blood, ,vhen Alexander, interposing, 
~rrested. the O\ltrages of the rabble, and prohibit
ed allY accusation or 111olest~tion founded on 
past transactions. Thus 'wa& a shield extended 
over the superjor ,class of citiz~ns, ,vl\o would 
otherwise, to expi~te theh" dignity or riches, 
bave been, on th~ pretext of some former of
fence, imnlola,tecl to the revenge and avarice of 
e. despotic, relDorse1ess, multitud~. 

A deputation from l\lagnesia overtook Alex
;:tnder at Ephesus, while 'another met him from 
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Trallus,-to convey the subnIission of both ci., 
ties. The king detached Pat111enio to .iEolia, 
,)vith five thousand foot, and t,vo hundred horse ;

,and caused Alcimalus to traverse Ionia ,vith a 
similar force; that they might take possession 
in his name of the scat'tered stutes and munici
palities; instructing both generals to' abolish 
oligarchy, and to restore denlocracy, in all the 
Grecian colonies,-for he had discovered that 
the Grecian colonies were :well '~ffected to hinl, 
or, ,vhich is the sallIe thing in its effects, ,vere 
highly in1patiellt and irritated under the cur1~ 

and lash of their Asiatic tyrant. The most tur
bid forn18 of popular dOlninatio~ he Inight 
flllo,V to 'small, s~parate states, ,vithout nluch 
danger to hiln or to themselves, ,vhile he r~"':" 

tain~d the po,ver to moderate donlestic faction. 
At Ephesus, Alexander frequently recreated 

l1is n1ind~ after the fatigues of governlnent, by 
visiting the study of Apelles *. .The picture of 
Alexander gra·sping a thunderbolt, pain ted for 
the temple of Ephesian Diana, gained the artist 
~ re,vard' of twenty talents. For his 'Venu~ 

Anadyomene, 'ih the sanctuary at' Cos, the se~ 
cond Cresar, our great Augustu's, renlitted to the 
luhabitants a' hundred talents of tribute, ai
thoug~ tim~ or accident had then impaired th~ 

$, ~nte; p. ~4. 
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lo,ver part of the piece: the traits effaced, no.. 
one of our painters ,vould venture to restore; 
The model of this Venus was Campaspe :t::, Alex
ander's favourite Inistress, of exquisi'te beauty, 
and the first ,vho had attracted; his ':'youthful 
heart. The sensibility of Apel1es "vas too deeply 
penetrated by the charms which he had success
fully depicted. Alexander, as soon as apprised 
of his passion, made him a present not only of 
Calnpaspe, but of the affection which she had 
so permanently excited in hiInselft. If the prince 
consulted the sentiments of the beloved object, 
in promoting her marriage ,vith Apelles, he ac
ted ,vith peculi~r magnanimity. I do not en
tertain ,vithout suspicion, the statement that 
Apelles painted an equestrian portrait of Alexan
der, in ,vhich the representatiqn of the horse 
did not satisfy the king: But ifa living horse ac
tually neighed in passing the picture, and A pel
Ies, availing himself of so singular an incident, 
said to the king, " The horse 'seems ab~tter 
" judge of painting than your l\fajesty," the re
partee h~d more freedom than justice, because, 
as a deceptive piece, it might possess visihl~ 

life, without characterizing the beauty, spi
rit, and Inaje&ty of Bucephalus. . Still less am I 
inclined to credit an anecdote, describing Alex

,.,. lElian calls her Pancasta, t Plin. iii. 222. et seq. 
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ander, on another occasion, as pouring out, ,vith 
great v~hemence and volubility, sonle strictures 
on various branches ofthe art, \vhich betrayed 
total igriorance of its principles: ,vhen ApeHes 
interrup~ed him by a taunting reprimand, nei
ther consistent ,vith the dignity of conscious 
genius *, nor ,vith the deference ,vhich ,vas due 
to Alexander, not merely as a king, but as a 
man of taste \Vho patronized the arts :-SOl1le
what less improbable is that version of the anec
dote, ,vhich substitutes, for Alexander, a supe
rior among the Megahizi, as the priests of Diana 
,vere called: this man ,vas pouring out a torrent 
of impertinence . on the pictures round, the 
finished ,Yorks, and 'the pieces on the easel: 
-Apelles told him, 'That while he had renlain
~ ed silent, his ornaments of gold and purple 
, gained him the veneration of the ignorant; 
f but lecturing on an art of which he kl1C\V ·no

;;, 'With the frankness of his age and nation, he assumed the me
rit wHch belonged to him, and freely asserted, that none of his com
petitors could imitate the gracefulness of his attitudes and figures. 
Eut in some other branches of the art, he acknowledged his inferio-: 
rity to several of his contemporaries. The desire of seeing the 
works of Proto genes carried him to Rhodes. He there found a'rival 
not altogether unworthy to alarm his jealousy. But instead of 
yielding to the dictates of this miserable passion, he drew Protogenes 
from opscurity; raised the price of his pictures; and taught th~ Rh~ 
dians, who undervalued the same talents in their fellow..citlzen which 

~hey . admired in a stranger, tQ acknowledge and respect his merit. 
Gillies. 
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, tliing, he .. ,vas an.object of ridicule even to the 
~ boys grinding the colours.' 

Fourteen years, the temple:ll; lay a magnifi
cent pile of ruins; eight years, the Ephesians 
had been engaged on, and ,vere still prosecuting 
the ,york of rebuilding it t. Alexander assist
ed their pious zeal, by augmenting the revenues 
of Diana \vith the tribute ,vhich had been paid 
to the Persians.-Its privileges, as an asylum 
,vhich Bacchus had instituted, and IIercules' had 
respected, he confirnled; enlarging its bound
aries, as a sanctuary, to one stadium on every 
side~ ,Afterwards, ,vhen Alexander had acquired 
the sovereignty_ over Asia, he proposed, in a let
ter to the Ephesians, 'To reimburse to them all 
, the Inoney which they had· expended in the 
, ,york of restoration, and to supply \vhatever 
, treasures might thereafter be requisite, pro
~ vided his nanle ,vere inscribed on the new 
, tenlple.' . U n\villing, to concede away their 
honours as founders, they veiled their refusal 
under a cloud of incense,' of \vhich the extrava
gance ,vas tempered by address. Availing thenl
selves of hisclailn to be ,vorshipped as Jupiter's 
son, they declared by their alnbassadors, 'That 
, a cel~stial being could no~, as they conceived, 
~ dedica.t~ a temple to the goddess, ,vithout 

* Ante,1p. 8. t Strn'bo, lib. xh'. p . .(j·H. Plin. lib. ~xxv. cap. 10. 
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~ stepping down fro111 his o,vn rank as a deity; 
, \vhile such an offering from -acolnmunityof 

men to Diana, \vere a proper hou1age to he'r 
, superior nature.' They were not debased sy
cophants; for, \vhile they \villingly forfeited 
his profuse offers, they spiritedly expended 
their own riches on the building, even to 
their je\vels *. Conformably to the piece of 
adulation under \vhich they veiled tl1eir refu
sal to barter the fan1e \vhich the inscription 
\vould challenge for Ephesus, they employed 
Apelles to paint that picture of the conqueror 
of Asia \vhich has been adverted tot. Apelles 
is stated to have used but four colours. 

CHAP. VII. 

A le,vande'}" reest(1,blislles Smyrn~. Attempts to 
'unite the gulfs ifSmyrna: and Eplzesus. .1Jlar
ches to .1Jliletus; is obliged to besiege it: Hisjleet 
occupies the harbour: The city jillls:. His sar
casm on seeing the statues erected there to Ath
lette. Antiquities and c~lrzosities there. He 
makes a youth oj°Jassus. high-priest ifNeptune. 

THE seat in \vhich the Srnyrnreans had ancient':' 
ly flourished, \vas, about thi~ . time, restored to 

" Aristoto Cur. Hei. Famil. t. ii. p. 505. S~rabo, q~ supm. 
t Ante, p. 214. 
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their descendants, after they had lived di~ersed 
jn yillag~s during four hundred years, the inter~ 
val since the destruction of pristine Smyrna by 
the Lydia~ls. Influenced by a dreaDl, Alexander 
-rebuilt it about twenty stadia from the plac¢ 
,vhere the old cIty had stood. ~\.ccustolned; 
when affairs of moment ,youlc1 permit, to take 
the exercise of hunting, he, one day, after the 
fatigues. of th~ chase, fell asleep on the nloun~ 
tain Pag'us; embraced by repose, he inlagil1ed 
that he heard the Nelneses (whose telnple ,vas 
contiguous) conllnand 11iul to found a city ill 
the place ,vhei'e he 'vas, and p~ople it ,vith the 
Snlyrnreans. I!l har1110ny ,vith this dream, the 
oracle of Apollo Clarius promised to the inquir.. 
iug Snlyrnreans, that their l'en10val ,vould re
dound to their benefit~ The foundations of the 
ne,v city are, in consequence, laid under the or
ders of the king: Antigonus had the glory of 
finishing it, Alexander having cOlnmitted to 
Jlim the governln~nt of Lydia, Phrygia, and the 
~ontiguous tracts. 

The Clazo111enii inha.bit a little pr0111ontory 
on the nalTO\yest part of the gulf of Slnyrna, 
funning almost th~ distance of sixty stadia into 
the sea.. Their territory is part of a peninsula, 
which str~tching into the .iEgean, by the isle of 
Chios, has Erythrre, fmnous for its sybils, to
~vards the northern extremity; and. Teos, 
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nearly opposite to the Clazomellii, on the south
ern side of the Isthmus. Near Teos, is the 
nlountain ~1imas,' of great altitude, but of g.en
tIe declivity at its base, terminating in a plain 
near the territory of the Clazomenii. Alexan
der, having surveyed the place, resolved to Cll t 

a channel through the isthlnus, ,vhich, encom
passing lVIimas and Erythrre, should separate 
the peninsula fronl the continent, and unite 
the gulfs of Snlyrna and Ephesus. This ,vas 
the solitary project in ,vhich he failed, fortune 
concurring ,vith him to acconlplish all his other 
undertakings. The hUlniliating disappointnlent 
drew from hinl this superstitious reflection: 
'. It is not la,vful for mortals to change the face 
" of nature, and such an attenlpt is the more 
" presumptuous after others have engaged in it 
" and l11iscarried." These expressions might be 
dictated by art; for ,vhile they contained an 
apology for his failure, they 'vere calculated to 
deter others from inflicting on hiln the addition
al mortification ,vhich the completion of ,vhat 
he had abandoned would give to a spirit too ex
travagantly . proud to be uniformly nlagnani
mous. A. less gigantic ,york, that of joining 
Clazomenre to the continent, the king conlmit
ted to one of his lieutenants: This ,vas effected 
by a mole, or cause\vay, t,vo stadia in length! 
The separation had b.een artificial; the Clazome:
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nii having converted their territory into an is· 
land, to protect· themselves from the· Persians. 

To Diana, Alexander now offered magnifi. 
cent sactifices; during '''hich, to swell the ho
nours ,vhich he paid her, his assembled fdrces 
,vere present under arms~ Leaving Ephesus the 
following day; he marched to Miletus, the anci ... 
ent capital of Ionia; taking with hinl all the in ... 
fantry, the Thracian cavalry, and four of the se
lect squadrons, called his friends, including: the 
royal band. Hegesistratus, the governor of Mi... 
Ietus, had intimated by letter to Alexander, that 
he ,vould surrender the place to him. Under
standing, aftenvards, that the Persian· fleet ,vas 
approaching, the vacillating Barbarian conceived 
the design of maintaining for Darius the for
tr~ss, ,vhich was abundantly supplied with arn~s, 
provisions, and every requisite to endure a long 
siege: the garrison ,vas numerous, l\:Iemnon 
having in his flight, after the hattie of the Gra
nicus, reinforced it ,vith a considerable body of 
troops. 

Alexander, falling suddenly upon the ene ... 
my w-ithhis incensed army, p<?ssessed hinlself, 
immediately on commencing the siege, of the 
outward town, as it ,vas termed: The citizens 
and gqrrison, to prevent their strength from 
being divided, had retired -into the inner to\vnj 
resolving-there to wait for reinforcements, ,vhich 
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they were informed ,vere at hand. Their expec
tations of relief \vere frustrated by the arrival of 
the Macedonian fleet, under Nicanor, ,vho took
possession of the island of ,Lade, lying above 
Miletus. Apprised that the Persian fleet ,vere 
at anchor under the Inountain ~Iycal~, Alexan
der's 'admiral sailed into the lVlilesian harbour, 
and cut off the besieged from succour. N or did 
the Barbarians offer to obstruct him, notwith
standing they had nearly four hundred vessels, 
,vhile Nicanor's force did not exceed one hun ... 
cIred and sixty. 

During these naval proceedings, G laucip .. 
pus, the most corisiderable person in the city, 
)vas sent to Alexander, to demand that the 5tl-' 

burbs and the harbour might be held in COD1

mon by the Persians and Macedonians; but he 
returned \vith this uncompromising ans,ver: 
" Alexander has not come into As~a to accept 
" ,vha:t others have no objection to besto\v: 
" no, ,vith \vhat he can spare everyone must 
" be satisfied. The people of ~iiletus ought to ' 
" know it to be their duty to confide their for
" tunes to the arbitration of their superior, uu
" less they are prepared, as soon as the morning 
" dawns, to appeal to the sword." 

The Milesians gallantly repelled the first 
shock of the lVlacedonians, killing, aIllong 
others, the two sons ofHellenica, foster-mqther 
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to Alexandei', and sister to the brave Clitus .. 
Afflicted and incensed, the companions of the 
regretted slain brought their military machines 
to act upon the city ,vall, and soon nlade a prac:" 
ticable breach. N o"r, thel\iacedonian prepara~ 
tions for storming \vere ·complete; the besieged 
beholding, on one side, fierce enemies climbing 
to the assault; and, in another direction, hos
tile gallies executing alanning movenlents in 
their harbour,\ \vere suddenly seized \vith a dis
ordering panic. Some of the garrison, \vith the 
assistance of the hides \vhich they used as 
bucklers, s,vain to the opposite island; others, 
in little boats, ro\ved after them in pursuit ofsafe~ 
ty,-but these ,vere taken by the Macedonian 
vessels at. the lnouth of the harbour. 

Alexander, having reduced the fortress, dis-' 
patched gallies' against the small party \vl1ich
had reached the island, providing the troops {)u 
board \vith ladders, that they -might ascend the 
lofty and 'craggy bank, as in the scalade of 'ai 

city. But observing that the Greeks in the pay 
of the Persians, (not exceeding, altogether, three 
hundred Inen,) \vere ready to sacrifice their lives, 
in the last extrelnity, he began to feel sYlnpathy 
for thenl; 'and to admire the fidelity and bravery 
,vhich impelled theln to venture close to de
struction in the service <>f those under \VhOln 
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they had enlisted. He spared them, and in'c~r.. 
porated them ,vith his arn1y. 

In the Ineantime,- the soldiers *, ,vho -had. 
forced an entrance into the city through the_ 
breach, commenced a general pillage: as some 
of them broke into the telTIple of Ceres, ,,,ith a 
design to plunder it; sudden flashes of fire, 
elnanating from the interior, struck thesacrile
gious. ,,,retches blind. 

The' victor made slaves of all the Barbarians 
,vhom 'he found in the to\vn; granting, at' the 
same time, to the surviving Milesians, their Ii... 
berty, in 'consideration of the ancient splendour 
of their republic. For Miletus was, a long time, 
so flourishing and' pO'werful, as to have planted 
no less than seventy colonies in the neighbour
ing seas. And it had a wide-spread lustre from 
the nun1ber of its citizens \vho had carried a\vay 
the palm in the sacred combats; for such 'ho
nours ,vere classed by the Greeks' an10ng the 
highest proofs and ornaments of virtue. But 
Alexander did not share in this extravagant re..; 
spect for Athletre, ,vho cultivated the pO\Vel's of 
the body 'merely to alnuse the populace, and' gra
tify a passion for notoriety, by fightlng on a 
~tage for prizes; he valued physical vigor, as it 

• Freins. transposit.\ 
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could conduce to public advantage *.. This made 
11im sarcastica1Iy ask, when he beheld the multi ... 
plicity ofstatues erected to men who had gained 
triumphs in the amphitheatre, " Where, Mi~e
" sians! ,vere these chalnpions ,vhen you re.. 
" ceived the Persian yoke?" 

Among several existing monuments of his 
ancestors, the king's curiosity ,vas attracted by 
a fountain, ,vhose ,vaters are brackish to the 
taste at its bubbling source, and s,veet ,vhen di
vided into streams: the Milesians call it the 
spring of Achilles,. from a· tradition that th~ 
hero bathed in it, after he had vanquished 
Strambelus, Telamon's son, carrying succour 
to the Lesbians. Miletus could likewise 
boast of the oracle of Apollo Didymeus, rich, 
and celebrated for its responses. Seleucus, one 
of the pO'werful successors of Alexander, con
sulted it respecting his return to Macedon, and 
received this ans"\ver; , That, bidding a~ieu to 
, Europe, he should elnbrace Asia.' 
. The king's fondness for astonishing novel
ties was also gratified by -information that a 
youth of Jassus, in a neighbouring island, had 
charmed or tamed a dolphin. to service and at... 
tachluent; the fish being so familiar ,vith his 
voice, that, when called, it, wOllld readily take 

it Ante, p. 31. 
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hi~ oh i ts ~ack, and bear hiln over the \vaves. 
Inferring that this' young nlan was a favourite 
of'Neptune *, the kil1g constituted him high
priest of the god. ' 

,. This seems to have been a' hasty inference: sinCe Alexrtndt'r's 
time; there have been many proofs of the possibility of taming 
fishes. Pliny reports, that one of the Roman emperors had, in a. 
set of fish-pOhds that had been peculiarly tended, s'everal fish that. 

-",·ould individually come and show themselves when called by their 

particular names. . 
An epigram of Martial, lib. iv. 30, seems to confirm this ac· 

count: 

Piscator, fuge! n'e noeens, recedas; 
Sacris piscibus hre natantur undre ; 
Qui norunt domillum, manumqne lambunt 
lllam, qua nihil est, in orbe, majus : 
Quid, quod, nomen habent; et ad magistri 
Vocem quisque sui venitcitatus. 

Rash angler, fly! while guiltless, hence away. 
The fish are sacre'd in these waves that play; 
Their lord they know, and kiss his feeding hand, 
That dares the world to match its high command.: 
These al~ bear names; each, from its finny peers. 
Darts to the marge, its master 'when it hears. 

One of the Great Moguls is represented, by' Mons. Bernard, ilL. 
N! History of Indostan, to h~\Ve had fish brought to the same state 
of docility. See Walton's Completc .Anglerl S.sYE~TJl edit. London, 
1808. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

By preventing the P~rsianjleet from J()ictualiingt 

Ale.vander obliges, it to ieave Mlletus; a~.d, 
tmeanwhile; captures one -ship flf a smail detach.;. 
mente He disciza~ges hzs ./leet. Sends a/orce 
againit Pontus . . Reduces, the 'f01lOie 0/ Caria 
c.1!cept the capital; protects the queen, who had 

,heen unj~tly eapel/ed. . The. pupil of Leollidai 
remembers a lesson on temperance. 

AFTER the reduction of Miletus, the nume
rous fleet of the Barbarians continued to hovel' 
~ear it; and,' confident in their multitude and 
superior seamanship, in order to prov~ke a bat
tle, tepeatedly presented themselves before the 
port ,vhete 'the Macedonian ships were riding. 
lIereupon, the king detached Philotas, \vith the 
cavalry and three battalions of infantry, to mount 
l\lycale, near the anchorage of the Persians, in
structing hiln to prevent the enemy from land
ing, and from ohtaining ,vood, ,vater, or other 
supplies. Reduced by this, proceeding to great 
difficulties, the admirals of the enemy, after call~ 
ing a council, steered to Saroos: but as soon as 
they had 'provisioned, theIr fleet, they returned 

Q 2 ' 
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to lVIiI~ttlS, again taking a station before the 
harbour in order of battle. 

lVlean,vhile, a Persian offic.er, with a detach
ment of five ships, discovering a few lVlacedo
nian vessels in a separate port-between the lit
tle island, before mentioned, and the harboul" 
w'hich ~ontained the body of the lVlacedonian 
fleet-made all sail thither, expecting to find 
thenl comparatively unmanned, and that, ,vhile 
their crews were engaged on shore at a distance, 
they 'would fall, easy prizes.. ·· But Alexander 
putting as nlany sealnen -as could be collected 
at the ins tan t on board ten gaJIies, commanded 
thenl to. go and Ineet the enemy. The Persians, 
attacked with superior forces by those w'hom 
they thought to have surprised in a state of 
\Veaklless, had recourse to flight: . one of their 
ships, manned \vith Jassians, ,vas captured; the 
renlainder, by s'wift sailing, regained their fleet. 
The P~rsian admiral ,vas foi'ced to 'leave Miletus 
,vitl1out ~ccomplishing his object. 

It no\v occurred to Alexander, that the dis:' 
proportionate inferiority of his fleet to that of 
the enemy, 'vo~lld prevent it from supporting 
his future land operations ,vith precision; be
sides,. the expenditure ,vhich it occasioned' ap~ 
peared to be too great for his treasury: he there. 
fore expressed to his lieutenants a design of dis':' 
missing it. Parmenio maintained' a different 

http:offic.er
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opinion, and urged the king to venture a naval 
engagement;" For," said .he, "if the l\1"ace
" donians be victorious, they ,vill reap nUI11ber
" less advantages: if they should he qbliged to 
'l retire, they ,yin lose 110thing, since the Per
" sians are. alreadYlnasters at sea; and it ,vill 
" not be difficult for those ,vho are st~ongest on 
4' land to defend their coasts." To engage the 
king to accept his advice, he offered to exec~lte 
it himself, and to take, 011 board the fleet, any 
post in the conflict and share of the danger 
,vhich the king w'ould assign hinl, His propo
sition had' the coun~enauce of a presage, suscep
tible of a very encouraging interpretation; an 
eagle had alighted on the shore behind the king's 
fleet. The leader of the army thus replied: 
" You, are deceived, Parmenio! in supposing 
" that' our sUlall marine can contend ,vith all 
" the Persian navy. Is it .eligible to cOlnmit 
" inexperienced, unseasoned crews-in a contest 
" with expert rowers and profic'ient ~avigators? 
" I do not distrust the bravery of my men: but 
" I am sensible that, in sea fights, bravery, with
" out tactics, can contribute little to victory. 
" Often is a line of gallies broken by the ,vinds 
" and ,vaves; but these. deranging accidents 
" may, by a skilful Inanagement of the sail, 
" rudder, and oar, be either eluded, or improved 
" ~nto advantages. lVluch (lepends on the struc
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" ture of the ships. The highest courage of the 
"lVIacedonians would be 'unprofitably e~erted~ 
" sit-ice circumstances· would enable the·.Barba~ 
" rians, either totally to decline anengagement, 
" or; if a disasterbefel us, to de5troy out fleet. 
(' Should we . then lose nothing, Parmenio? -' All 
~, Asia would be roused t~ firm opposition, if 
4' by a stroke OUf marine wer-e sw'ept aw'ay at 
" the comlnencement of the ,val\The'mass iof 
H'mankind are of such·a temperament,.that,ac
" cording as the· first great' affair· prospei's or 
" n1iscarries, ~ they look \vith· confidence or ap
H prehension to the final event. 'Not to doubt 
H of this' effect on Asia, who can assure -me that 
~, the Greeks themselves w"ill remain faithful, if 
" they find one·gleaming inducement to believe 
"that success is 'going to abandon us; . for, 'to .. 
Hdisc10se a fact, all that attaches them to us i~ 
" oUl'prosperity! I must confess, that, I re
ee gard the circumstance ofan eagle havingbee~ 
" seen behind our naval :columns as a presage of 
c, victory. But the augury seems to indicate, 
" that ,ve shall overcome the enelny's fleet by 
" land; . for the auspicious bird did ·n·ot rest 
"upon Otlf ships, but on the shore, pointing 
" out the place· for operations, ~s ,veIl· as the 
U result. ; It is too evident to be controverted, 
~, that if ,ve -proceed in reducing the maritinl~ 
II ~ities ·under our'po\ver, -the adverse marine, 
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" must ,vaste of itself; for it ,vill, have neither 
" recruits, nor -provisions, nor, c6nvenient and 
" se~ure harbours. Take these fr0111 the. Per
ce sians, and the n10re, numerous their navy, the 
" sooner ,vill it moulder to ruin through the 
" ,vant of resources. These reasons induce me 
" to retain, in attenda.n~e on the anny, only so 
H ma.t:ly ~hips as are necessary to transport the 
" heavi~tSt battering engines *.," :. _ 

,The great pJ'opor~ion, of the flee~ which ,vas 
discharg~d, possihly, inc1u~ed all: the G.recian 
contingents. Alex_ander no,v, con~ded t. ~o se
l,e~t lieutenants expeditions against Pontus and 
the contiguous tracts. lIe in person advanced 
into Caria, informed that t11e enelny had there 
assel11bled in force. Those inhabitants ,vho pre
served their allegiance to ,Persia, ent~rtained 

hopes, that Halicarnassus, ,vith its strong na
tural fortifi<mtions flanked by two citadels, 
would stop, as a banlr of impervious rock, the 
torrent of invasion.. They had t1~e highes~ re... 
lia~c~ Ol} ~1emnon, 'vho ,vas unremitting in 
preparations to make a succe~sful stand against 
~,persevering siege. He had been recently con~ 
stituted, by Darius, governor of the maritime 
coasts, and high-admiral. He ,vas a man of 
great penetration, address, and resource, prompt 

'~pap,. jx~ infra, in p. supern. t Freins. transposi,b 
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to seize opportunities and to discern the reme~ 
dies required in critical times. Greatly superior 
to the rest of the Persian generals in the art of 
war, he was conscious that he had not been 
trusted and- rewarded according to his integrity 
and merit: and he knew the cause: as he was 
of Grecian extraction, and had formerly been 
,veIl received at the l\1acedoniancourt, his tried 
services had not entirely exenlpted hitn fro111 
suspicion.; he therefore sent his wife and chil .. 
. dren to Darius, as though he was solicitous for 
their safety; but intending, by. the'se invaluable 
pledges, to convince the king of his fidelity. 

In a short time Alexander was Inaster of all 
the places between Miletu~ and Halicarnassus, a 

: great majority of them being Grecian colonies; 
these, according to his constant policy, he rein .. 
stated in the privilege of living under their o,vn 
laws and institutions, declaring, ' That he en .. 
, tered Asia to liberate them froln oppression.' 

By insinuating arts, he even ,von the affec .. 
tions of the aboriginal Barbarians, ,vho, ,vith 
the posterity' of some ancient Phrenician set .. 
tIers, inhabited Caria .."To Ada, a nativeprin., 
cess, who implored his interference to place h~r 
on the throne' of that kingdom, from ,vhich she 
had been unjustly expelled, he behaved with the 
most courteous attention. Hecatomnus, ante~ 

ceaently king of Caria, had three sons and t'VQ 



Chap. VIII. TO QUINTUS CURTIUS. 233 

daughters: the custom ~f that country aIlo\\red 
the offspring of the SaIne parents to be affianced 
'in ll1arriage, and partners in dominion: l\,fauso
Ius, the eldest son,. ll1arried Artelnisia; Hidrius 

'espoused Ada; Pexodarus, the younges~ son 
and child, unable to pursue a custom ,,,hich 
strikes us as a revolting defor1nity in national 
nlanners, degraded his princely, 'and heightened 
his lllotal dignity, by taking a wife in another 
family. On the death of the father, Hecatom
nus, Mausohis and Arten1isia conjointly reigned. 
By the Carian la\vs, as "well as those of U'pper 
Asia, the succession of females, .. 011- an exact 

.. equality ,vith nlales, in the order of seniority, 
, had been established ever since the age of Selni
ralnlS *: on the decease of Mausolus, Arten1isia 
reigned solely. Dying ,vith grief at the end of 
t~? years, she was succeeded by Hidrius and 
Ada. Ada likewise survived her husband and 
brother: but Pexodarus, the last son of Heca
tom~us, expelled her froIl1 the throne;· and she 
took refuge in' the. fortified city Alinda. This 
strong hold she still possessed; but though 
Pexodarus w~s dead, she relnained deprived of 
l1er right; for that usurper had ll1arried his 
daughter to Orontobates,a Persian noblen1an; 
ilnd to this pretender, whose ,veak title ,vas de ... 

jt Arrian" p. !Z3, 
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rived through his ,yife, the Great King, reject
ing the just claims of Ada, had confirmed the 
cro\vn.. 

This royal fugitive, at her first appearance 
before Alexander, to state her·.sufferi~gs and de
mand his protection, ~ddressed him by the ap
pellation.of son,. and voluntarily surrendered to 
hinl Alinda. The Macedonian leader met the 
application, by. a promise to establish her on the 
throne of Caria; ,vhich, after the reduction of 
Halicamassus, he performed; leaving ~hree 

thousand foot and t,yO hundred horse to sup
port her authprity. 

IVlean,vhile, . his friendly reception of the in
jured Ada being· proc1aiqled, ,vith his exploits,' 
by ,vell-affected rUJllPur, made an inlpression on 
the CO-llntry favourable to his progress. From 
a great proportion of to,vns in the hands of the 
kinsmen or p,artizansof tIle princess, .alnbassa
dors brought cro'wns 'of gold, and del~vered so
lemn assurances, 'That.they elnbrac~d the pro
f tection, and ,vou}d loyally obey the mandates, 
, of Alexander.' 

Ada, impatient to e~pr~ss her gratitude, pre
pared an exquisite assemblage of poignant and 
elegantly-flavo~red viands and delicacies for.the 
table 'of Alexander, and ,accompanied this, pre
sent ,vith a suite of cooks and confectioners; 
supposing that the refinements of Asiatic luxury 

http:pellation.of
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,vould be welcome to the conqueror afte,r the fa
tigues of ,vaf. But the l\1acedonian'ruler kne,v, 
that, ,to'make invention a sycophant to the pa
late;: is' of pernicious 'consequence. to the limn 

',vho is e'ngaged on' ,"veighty affairs.' To the 
ft 

princes~",' \vhile he itpolitely th,anked her for· 
having sent hiI'n' artists to regale. his taste, "lIe 
intimated, ' That it was ,superfluous ; for he had 
, ,vith:him better cooks; which ,vere appointed 
, by his tutor Leonidas-a '\valk early. in the 
, morl,ling to create an appetite for dinner, 'and 
f~.frugaldinnerto give zest to supper.'. 

C Hi\P. IX. 

Ale.rande1' commences the siege of Halicarnassus. 
•Unsuccesiful attempt 	Oil lJli~ldus. Tile garri
son f!f Halicarnassus make a sortie. Two h£a
cedonian soldiers, into.t'icated, hegin an: assault, 
hy "tvlzich. the place is nearlY carried. Ale..l'aJlder 
obtains a truce'to hurythe slain. Anecdote'W 
Memnon. 

TI-IE ,vhole of Caria had no,v SUblllitted, ex
,cept ,the metropolis. Jlalicarnassus, ,vhich was 
~efended by a numerous garrison of Persians and 
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Greek mercenaries. Foreseeing a protracted 
siege, the king conveyed on-shore, from the 
attendant ships, provisions, w-ith the necessary 
battering-engines. The catapults ,vere imme
diately employed against the ,valls of the 
city, Alexander encaInpi9-g w-ith the infantry 
at the distance of five stadIa. ",Vhile a party of 
pioneers ,vere ,vorking the battering-engines 
near the -gate to,vards Mylassa, the besieged 
made an unex'pected sally. - Th<: conflict ,vas 
vigorously. maintained; but the l\facedonians, 
seasonably reinforced, at length repelled their 
desperate assailants, without suffering Inuch 
loss in the affair. 

A few days afterwards, Alexander received 
intimation that a faction in Mindus ,vere ready 
clandestinely to deliver that to,vn to hi In-. In 
consequence, he proceeded thither, ,vith a divi
sion of the army, iJ;l the silence of the night. 
But all the gates remained closed, nor 'Vas there 
any-signal or movement from ,vithin: he there
fore ordered some of the heavy-arnied foot to 
undermine the ,vall; for, not having designed a 
siege in form, he had with hinl neither scaling
ladders nor _battering-engines. After the sol
diers had loosened the foundations of a to,ver, 
and brought it down, still there ,vas no breach 
by ,vhich they might enter, for the to,verfell in 
such a direction, that the ruins no,v defended the 
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space ,vhich the demolished pile had guarded. 
The garrison made a determined resistance!: a 
reinforcemerit, sent by ~Iernnon from Halicar
nassus, arrived; and this enterprize of. the Ma
cedonians ,vas frustrated. 

Alexander, on his return to the siege of Ha
licarnassus, sa¥l it necessary to undertake the la
borious work of filling up a foss; thirty cubits 
broad, and fifteen deep, with which the enemy 
had surrounded the for.t. For this purpose, he. 
prepared three nlilitary tortoises; under cover of 
,vhich, his pioneers could safely convey the 
earth and fascines. When. the foss had been 
filled, by catapults elevated on wooden turrets, 
he battered the ,vall till he effected a practicable 
breach. Through this he attelnpted to storm 
the to\vn: but the great numerical force of the 
garrison enabled Memnon constantly to replace 
his front lines by fresh troops. The Persians 
fought vigorously, aninlated by the -presence of 
their generals, ,vho perfonned every thing 
which could conduce to defence. The ~Iacedo
\lians persevered in their bold attacks till tlie day 
,vas exhausted, ,vhen the conflict termin~ted, 
the assail an ts retiring, and the besieged not pur
sUIng. 

The 'active lVlemnon, under a persuasion that 
the fatigues of the evenly-balanced day ,,,ould 
render the Maceuonian centinels less vigilan~ 
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made a nocturnal sally, setting, fire to the be-il 
siegers',vor;ks. The soldiers of Alexander heard 
the alarm; arl1led; and charged the detachlnen~t 
from th~ garrison, amid the flames, ,vh,ich ope 
party laboured anxiously to extinguish; the 
other, more' furiously ·to spread. The Mac~do
nians, though greatly superipr in, p~,rsonal 
stre~gth and courage, "and in the cool, indiff~r
ence..~o ,- danger ,vhich long intimacy ,vi,th)t 
gives" were yet alnlost, borne do\vn bY.t.h,eir 
more nunlerous assailants,; ,and, great]ydistr~s

sed by ensnaring stratagelns ; ,receiving, in this 
conflict ,vhich had dra,vn theln unde! the~ ,valls 
t,o protect their· o\vn engines, 'v,ound~ from ba
listre'in the fortress ,vhich they had no opportu
nity of revenging. On both sides, vehement 
exhortations to their. o'vn men,. and mena~es; 
to their antagonists, ,produce a general indistinct 
peal of piercing acc1anlation: hoarsely mingled, 
the groans of the ,vounued and dying pierce the 
listening sense: but the pathetic inal'ticulations 
of agony are ag~in contrasted and overpo,vered 
by brisk and 'cheering sounds; from the voices; 
~nd implements of ,vodimen ,vithill the ,valls,. 
repairing the damages caused by the shock of 
the besiegers' engines. The darkness of the nightl 
and the irregular glare of scattered spires of 
flame reluctantly expiring-gasping clnblems of 
the aversion of anima11ife to extinction-occa.. 
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sioned the, destruction and tumult of the scene 
to be greatly surpasse'dby the horror. 

, At length, the intrepid and persevering l\tla
cedonians drove the 'enemy, wit1}in the walls, 
having killed of, them one hundred and seven
ty, among -\vhom was Neoptolemus, \vho, with 
his 'brother Amyntas, had fled to the Persians. 
The slain' of the Macedonians did not exceed 
sixteen: 'but their wounded 'amOUllted to, three 
hundred; the random 'discharge of~dverse darts 
having conspired; with the black~ and' feature
less complexion ~f the night, to render imprac:' 
ticable their usual dexterity in guarding their 
bodies. 

A 'fe,v days -after\vards, Halicarnassus, w;as, 
on the point of yielding to rashness and acci
dent. ' T,vo veterans of the battalion of Perdic~ 
cas, posted 'on that side of the wall which looke;d 
to'vard Miletus; supping together in their tent, 
began a vaunting conversation on their military; 
exploits, in ,vhich each. pi·eferred. his own. 
'Vhen the heating' effect of wine had raised t() 
phrenziedextravagance the spirit of emulation, 
one of then1 exclaimed :". Why do ,ve degrade 
": so noble a debate by theelnpty strife, of 
" \vords? It is not the fluent tongue, but :the 
" vigorous ann, that must dec~de. If you are 
H that great w'arrior, corne' ,vith Ine." Taking 
\veapons., ,they rushed forth together to assault 
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the ~waU of Halicarnassus, each scarcely entet ... 
taining the wild hope of victory, but ambitious 
to excel his cOlnpanion in daring and pro,vess. 

The centinels of the fort perceived the auda
cious enterprize, and Inoved to repel it: but the 
t\yO lVlacedonians struck do\vn with their s\vords 
the first men who approached, and flung javelins 
at the lllore distant. The enelny, rushing upon 
them from higher ground, would, however, have 
punished their boldness by overwhelming nunl
bers, had not some soldiers of their o,Yn batta.. 
lion, ,vho observed their dang~r, advanced to 
their relief. The l:{alicarnassians also reinforced 
their guards. A sharp conflict ensued, in which 
success ,vas alternate, till Alexander, leading up 
a force collected from the nearest quarters, drove 
the enemy into the to,vn, which he had nearly 
entered with them. In this train of casualties, 
the garrison, intent on \vhat ,vas passing in one 
direction, relaxed in their defence of the 1valls; 
and two to\vers, 'with the intervening curtain, 
,vere beat' dO\Vll by the battering':ranls; and a 
third became a pile of loose stones, of ,vhich a 
slight shock by the Ininers would complete the 
fall. Could the ,vhole army have engaged hi 
this sudden attack, the to\Vl1 might have been 
taken by storm. 

Alexander desired a suspension of arnlS, that 
he might be able to bury those soldiers who had, 
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{allen under the walls; choosing rather, in the 
estilnation of the Greeks,to yield the victory 
.~o the enenlY, than to leave his slain without 
interment. Against granting this application, 
Ephialtes and Thrasybulus, two. Athenians in 
~he Persian service, tenaciously· protested;, ·iess 
inclined to cultivate hUlnanitythanto nurture 
livid antipathies; the malevolent and implaca
ble foes "Thic~ their hatred painted the 1Vla~e
donians: but lVlelnnon' maintained, "That it 
" was unsuitable to the manners and character 
" of Greeks, to refuse an enemy permission to 
C" bury his slain: That ,ve should launcn our 
" weapons against adversaries in the field; but 
" not ins:ult them ,vhen they had not the p<Hver 
" to benefit or injure us." ~Ielnnon, among 
various great and good qualities, displayed re ... 
markabie 111oderation; not' deeming honourable 
the virulent prejudice ,vhich covers an enemy. 
,vith slander and invective :on the contrary, it 
,vas by talents and bravery that he expected to 
conquer. Once he heard an individual among 
the 111ercenaries vent much petulance and op
probriuln against Alexander: l\-Iemnon, 'striking, 
him with his spear; told him, C That he had not. 
, hired him to 1:'ail, but to fight.' 

VOL. I. 
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CHAP. ,X. 

During the truce, the garrison huild a ne-tlJ ttl)all; 
Ale:l~ander hatters it,. they make a sortie. A 
second sortie places Alexander in a critical situ;., 
ation: the garrison are difeate¢. They set fire 
to their 'Works, and retire to castles near. Ale.~l':' 

. ander 'demolishes Halicarnassus. His proceed.:. 

, ings during the winter. 

TH~ besieged, intent on, provid.ing for their 
~ecurity in the meantime, raised a brick ,vall 
within that which had been beat do\vn, not in 
a direct line, but bending inwardly like a hal£, 
moon. On the following day, Alexander began 
to batter this ,vall, thenl0re easily deshuctible 
a~ the \vork, was fresh. "\Vhile .the besiegers 
were engaged in the labour of delnolition, on 
the one ~and, the garrison executed a sortie and 
thre,v burning combustibles among the hurdles 
,vhich covered the Macedonian works, and into 
one of the timber-framed turrets: but Philotas 
and _~eUanicus, ,vho had.charge of the ·engines, 
checked the flalnes.- before they could . spread j 
flnd the seasonable advance of Alexander so in
timidated the enemy, that-the ,vhole flinging 
a'way their torches, and some their arnls-they 
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fled into the to,vn with precipitation. But 
having regained· their stations on the ramparts, 
the local and artificial advantages of Halicar~ 
nassus enabled thenl to repel their pursuers with 
ease; for the wall, ,vas so constructed, that the 
Macedonians could not attack ,any part, without 
being enfiladed on their flank~, as ,veIl as op_: 
posed in front. 

The Persian leaders finding the siege so 
closely pressed, that each succeeding day 
abridged the limits' of. their operations,' and. 
knowing that the invader possessed inexhaust
ible perseverance, held a council to fix on some· 
great proceeding suitable to the crisis. Ephi.. 
altes, enlinent for personal strength and cou.. 
rage, descanted on the inconvenience and impo~ 
licy of submitting to be immured during a long' 
siege. "Let us not," said he, " drag on this; 
" tame, defensive course, till ,ve lose the ,viII 
" and power to resist, when we must fall, ,vith 
" the to\vn, a cheap prey to the enemy. While 
" we have yet SOlne portion of strength, let us " 
" strike a spirited blow against the besiegers 
" \vith the choicest of the hired Greeks. Does 
" 'this measure appear to be dictated by teme·~" 
" rity? It "is safe to execute; for the Mac~do..; 
" nians "expecting any thing sooner than such' 
" an attack, taken unprepared, will fight in' 
" confusion, and must be defeated." l\iemnon, 

R~ 
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thoug4. accustol11ed to- prefer the, ,vary line of 
action, to alluring enterprise, did not endeavour 
'i~ controul the Athe~ian; considering~ that ,as 
no succour was at hand, ,no junction ,vould be: 
lost, nor, the fatal event of the siege accelerated,~ 
even by the complete luiscarriage of Ephialtes. 
He, th.eref9re~ de~l~ed it.,~ot inlproper to try, in 
the extremity, ,vhat a determined Jnan might 
effect, apparently' 'inspired .to the bold under

taking. " 
.. Ephialtes selected two thou,sand froln aITIong, 

the ,vhole,body of Greeks; these he cOlnmanded 
to procure a thousand torches, and to be. under, 
arms. by the break of day, prepared to execute. 
his orders. Alexander, as .s,oqn·.as the nl0rning 
dawned, advanced the .engines against the half
m90n ,vall: . his zealous solCIiers began vigorous
ly to batter it: suddenly half the force under 
~phialtes' sallied frOl11 the to\VD, ~with torcl~es 
spreading, confiagrationqnlong the Macedonian 
~\VorJ<s, he in person follo\~ing with the J:e
mainder :to ,.att3:ck such .of the besiegers. as 
should endeav.our. to obstruct the incendiaries. 
~Alexanderron intelligence of this lllovement, '. 

speedily formed froln his ass~mbled army chos~n" 
bands of reinforcements: ·,some he detached to 

. ~''''. .. 

pu~ out the fire,. ,vhile, he. himself advanc~d ~ 
against the di.vision under Ephialtes,· solelyoc- " 
c!-lpied _J~. c~nlqat. Ephial_~es~,vho possess~d ~ 
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extraordi'nary vigor, killed all . 'w~o -engaged' 
hinl hand to hand, animating his TIlen by his 
eye and his voice, and more by his intrepid ex';' 
alnple. And the besiegers \vere ,not in a slight 
degree annoyed fronl- the 'walls; for the garri
son had erected a tower a hundred cubits high; 
,vhence, engines, judiciously' planted, ·poured 
galling discharges of javelins and stones. : D'ur
ing these, proceedings, JVlemnon, ,vitha body of 
troops, made an unexpected sally fronl the Trf:. 
pylon, a different part of the town.' N o 'v, such 
a tunlult ,vas created in thel\Iacedonian canlp 
by the various directions in \vhich attack ,vas 
to be repelle'd, ~hat the! king himself hesitatecL 
-' -' - ,But his comprehensive Inil1d reco-' 
veting itself, he obviated the acciInlulated dan
ger by seasonable orders; and fortune so' fa":. 
voured their execution, that his situation ceased' 
to be crhical. The sallying party ,vho at
tempted to burn the engines, ,vere repulsed ,vith 
great loss by the'l\-facedonians on' guai'd;' .tiinely 
reinforced. At the saIne time;Ptolerny the SOl1

of Philip, commander of the body guard, ,hav
lng' \vith him, besides his o\vn, the two batta
lions of Addreus and Tiinander, received l\.fein~ 

non 50 ,vannly, that the' l\Iacedoniatis had in 
that part of the field greatly the advantage, ,not~ 
,vithstanding Ptolemy and Addreus were killed; 
with, Clearchus, captain~:of the, archers,~and 
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about forty individuals in the ranks: The ene
my, in their disorderly and precipitate retreat, 
broke down the narrow bridge VIhich they had 
constructed over the moat, the unhappy crowd 
lIPon it falling headlong; some -'were crushed to 
death by their . comrades, others perished by 
darts from the overlooking lVlacedonian sta
tions;· nUlnbers that escaped this calamity were 
destroyed at the entrance of the to'vn; for the 
terrified inhabitants apprehending that the pur
suers and the pursued would enter together, 
suddenly closed the gate against their friends, 
abandoning thenl to the fury of the victors. 
During all this time,· Ephialtes, formidable at 
first by confidence, alid afterwards by' despera
tion, maintained ,vith gallant perseverance a 

conflict with the troops under the king, and. 
held the victor:y in susp~nse, till the Macedo
nian senior battalion moved to the aid of their 
distressed companions. These veterans, though 
encamp~ng with the arnlY, and receiving pay 
and rewards, ,vere exempt frOln duty, except i~ 
cases of the last necessity; their inlmunities 
and honours had been earried by a ,vhole life of 
intrepidity begun in reigns preceding Philip's, 
and continuedt() the titne of Alexander. These 
men, observi~g iq their cornpan~o~s synlptolllS 
9f terror, and of a 'Wish to escape th~ combat ;, 
~eein~ th~lU alteJ;Q~tel~ loo~ to th~ r~ar~ as ~f tQ 
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discover a place of retreat, advanced to their re.. 
lief, under the command of Atharias: renewing 
the languid fight, they, by mixing ,vith their 
exhortations to the younger bands, reproaches 
on account' of their un soldier-like irresolution 
revived their bravery: now, both classes unit.:. 
ing in a furious attack, each emulous to excel 
in inflicting fatal strokes upon the enemy;, in 
one decisive instant victory declared for them. 
Ephialtes, ,vith the bravest and largest portIon 
of his Inen, were slain ; and the rest -,,,ere driven 
back upon the to,vn. A great proportion of 
lVlacedonians entered ,vith the fugi~ives, and 
the fortress \vas upon the point of being taken 
by storm, ,vhen the king gave orders to 'sound 
a retreat-either because he Was disposed to 
spare the lives and property' of the inhabitants, 
or because, as night w'as approaching, he appre~ 
hended danger frOln, ambuscades in the' un
kno,vn windings of the city; or because he had 
not learned the event of the different skirmishes 
and actions in the other parts of the fiei(l. 

This battle consumed the most Olymp. cxi. S.. 
robust and courageous battalions :A.. c. SS4~ , 
of the garrison. This loss, arid JEtat~ Aler. ~S. 

the breaches in the ,valls; made Reg. s. 
Meronon, and Orontobates, the governor, sensi .. 
pIe, that much longer resistance was inlpossi... 
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hIe~. ; After deliberation ,vith the other gene~ 
rals, th~y,. to .diminish the booty ,vhich ,vould 
fall to the enemy, set fire, in the night-tinle, to 
the wooden tower, to the arsenal and maga~ 
zines, and to the houses n~ar the ,vall. The 
conflagration, fanned by the ,vind, spread in all 
directions. The Persian comtuandershad traJ;1s.,. 
ported a part of the ci tizens, and their valuable 
effects, into the island of Cos. Their braver 
adherents aIuong t1le inhabitants,. they trans,. 
ported, with part of the .1nilitary, to a castle 
seated on an island,while another division of 

. them retir~~ to Salmacis, another neighbouring 
~astle. 

Alexander had be~n apprised, by deserters, 
of some of these proceedings; at midnight, he 
,vitnessed the raging flalues :he immediately 
sent a detachluent to extinguish the fire, and to 
puni~h those who promoted it, but: ,with· strict 
orqers to protect such of the townsmen as ,vere 
found in their houses. 

The following morning, he examined the for~ 
tified retreats of the enemy: Perceiving, that' 
they .c~uld not be, reduced,vithout much loss ~ 
of time, but that it was from the city of Ifali
~amassus that they derived· importance, h~ r~r-
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luctantly demolished the metropolis of Caria, 
that" it might never thenceforth serve as a rally.;. 
ing, point to the Persians. ' 

Ptolemy Lagus 'was left to 'observe the cas
tles, and to act in the country as the lieutenant 
of Alexander: he ,vas instructed to support the 
authority ofAda, as queen of Caria *. 

Not long aftenvards, Ptolemy, uniting his 
three thousand infantry and two hundred ca
valry with the forces ofAsal1der, lieutenant of 
Lydia, defeate"d Orontobates. And the lVIace
doniuns, irritated by the protracted resistance of 
the castles, and disgusted ,vith the tedious pro
cedure, by blockade, took thetn by; assault. 

The season o-r winter t, \vhich often entirely 
suspends military operations, the king passed in. 
proceedings to secure, and preparations to :ex,;. 
tend, his advantages .. He detached Parmeni6 
with the squadrons called. the friends- or campa:" 
nions; the auxiliary horse and the Thessalians, 
under Alexander Lyncestes, to Sardis, ,vith or
ders, to lnake thence an irruption into Phrygia, 
and to collect, at the expense of the enemy, 
provisions and forage for the army expected 
from l\1acedon. A draughted body of soldiers, 
who had married shortly before the expedition, 

~ Ante, p. ~34. l!:t ville Arrian, p. 23. t Arrian, ut supra. 



SUPPLEl\IENT Book IL 

including his captains- Crenos and Meleager, he 
sent home, under the command of Ptolemy, the 
son of Seleucus, to ,vipter with their ,vives; a 

Dleasure \vhich .endeared Alexander to the army, 
and ensured the . alacrity of his European sub
jects, in promoting· and joining the levies for 
the expedition. He charged the officers, during 
their residence in :rv[acedo:n, to be assiduous in 
raising recruits-to bemai'ched into Asia in the 
spring, ,vith the soldiers 'VhOlll they had con
.ducted home. 

I-Iere he had the affliction to observe" that 
his army ,vas not uninrected with the depraving 
manners of the Asiatics, and that there ,vere, iri 
his canlp, a great number of abandoned outcasts 
fronl nature·: having collected them by a severe 

- ~earch, he deported them into a little island in 
the Ceramic gulf: The infamy ,vhich they com~ 
municated to the town is perpetuated by the 
~ameCinredopolis. 
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CHAP. XI. 

Alexander's progress in "Lycia. Prodigy if tIlt! 
brazen tablet. ,Alexander halts in the country 
'qj the P haselians: his e.2'travagant demeanour 
bifore tlte statue W·17zeodectes. ConsjJiracy if 
A le~rander Lyncestes. DijJicult passage along 

,the beach from Phaselis to Perga. lliflection 
,on events in -Ale,'l'allder's life, 'lchich have been 
riferred to celestial illtel1Josition. l1is dream 
otDium retrospectively noticed~ He I"cisits Je
'J"usalem. 

ALEXANDER steadily prosecuted his plan 
of reducing the -enen1Y's coast, in order to ren
"del' their fleet ineffective. By the treachery of 
the ,Persian l11erccnary Greeks in the castle 
\vhich awed the disttict of the I-Iyparn~r,;he be
caIne master of the p~ace and, peopl<1~', After
,yards advancing into Ly~ia, he rt;ceiveq into 
l1is protection the Telmissenses. " I-Iav~ng pa~sed 
the Xanthus,-the town ,to 'which that riyer 
gives name, ,vith Pinan~" ,Patara" and thirty 
:other inland to,vns or se~-ports,;' s~r~'~f:1d~~'e~~ to 
him.
~ 

About this time * the zeal and devotion .. . .., 

~ Th,is passage, transposed from 'book ii. 'chap: 8.' of'Freihshe:. 
mius, is now unoffending with regard to chronology, and geog,raphy: 
and however it may still be thought to violate probability, the a,l>
~urdity is avoided of J!lakiug Alexander use it as an argument in 
£ouncil.. 
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of his troops were stilnulated by an opportune 
prodigy: a fOl:lntain near the city Xanthus boil
ed up, and thre\v up a ])razen tablet engraved 
,vith ancient characters, signifying ", tllat the 
• tinle ,vas at hand, when the Persian empire 
• should be overthro\vn by the Greeks.' 

'Vhile his lieutenant, Parmenio*, \v~s traver
5ing the' internal parts of Lydia and Phrygia, 
the· conqueror proceeded to l\fylias, anciently 
comprehended in the Greater Phrygia, but 
united by the Persian nl0narchs to Lycia. 
'Vhile he ,vas accepting the sublnission of the 
nearer tracts, anl bassadors catl1e to hiIn fronl 
the Phaselians, and fronl various to,vns of Lo\ver 
Lycia, presenting, on the part of each 111uniciJ 
pality, a cro\vn of gold, as an earnest 'of amity 
a~d an expression of allegiance. Having sent 
detachments to occupy the subordinate to,vns 
of the Phaselians, and the other cities of Lycia, 
the king marched in person to Phaselis. The 
military force of that comiuuniFy had been long 
endeavouring to reduce a fortress, erected by 
the Pisidians on their territory: whence nla .. 
rauding bands had issued and committed great 
ravages: After Alexander's arrival, this fortress 
:was soon taken. In the country of the Phase
lians, he dedicated some days of repose to the 

'II Frein!. transposit. And see Gillies's Greece, chap. S7. 
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~freshment of himself and army; \vhich ,vas 
rendered necessary by the difficulties of march~ 
ing along the roads in the severities" of, mid
'winter. 

IIere, coming from'a banquet at a moment 
,vhen profuse libations had perceptibly exhila
rated him; and happening to behold a statue 
which the inhabitants had erected to the 1ne-' 
mory of Theodectes; he recollected his friend
ship ,vith'that poet and orator, \vhen they \vere 
fellow-pupils to Aristotle; he inlmediately . pro .... 
ceeded to, the monument, and. ,vent round .it 
with the gesticulations ,of. a dancer; depositing
~pon it several garlands of flow'ers. The extra
vagant elation into. which the constant' opera
tion of success, and the transient' influence of 
,vine, had seduced hinl, if it had not subsided, 
,vas chastized, and repressed by. an alarming' 
nlessage frOl11 Parnlenio. . This vigilan t officer 
had detected and apprehended Asisines, a l:>er-' 
sian 'VhOlll Darius had -sent" invested \vith a 

public character, to Atyzies, governor of PI1rY
gia, but \vith pdvate instructions, "To obtain 
" a secret conference \vith Alexander Lynces
"~ tes, and promise· hilll a thousand talents of 
" gold, \vith the, kingdolll of IHacedon, if he' 
", ~perfonned that\vhich, had been planned :'~ 
Alluding to' the atrocious undertaking- to assas
sinate the king to ',vhich the enelny had sub .. 
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orned hinl, anq. he had pledged himself, ,vhile 
lle and Amyntas were fugitives at the Persian 
court. This traitor,as Inalignant as corrupt, 
nurtured in his dissembling heart a personal 
animosity against Alexander, because the prince 
had condelnned to death his brothers Herome
nes and Arrabeus, as accessary to the murder of 
Philip. The life ,vhich he o,ved to the cle .. 
mency *,. and the honours to the generosity of 
his sovereign, ,vere insufficient to excite his 
gratitude or preserve his allegiance; and the 
,vicked ambition of possessing the crown, blind-' 
ed llim to his danger and his gui1t. 

When this affair ,vas discussed in council, 
the' confidential friends' of ..A.lexander animad·: 
verted on " that excessive facility of temper, 
" ,vhich could not only pardon' the foulest' 
"delinquencies, but heap on the delinquent 
" distinctions and emploYInents, so fur as to r 
" allo,v hinl to comInand the chosen squadrons 
" of horse. "Vhat faithful servant ,vould, dur
" ing the future, act loyally, if the king not' 
" only exempted parricides Jroln punishment, 
~, but received thenl into favour, and conferred 
"upon them offices of the highest trust and" 
" dignity? The indiscretion of such excessive; 
U lenity it concerned the king timely to reme-~ 

• Ante, p. 119. 
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" dy;, for if Lyncestes should become aware 
" that he has been discovered, he will urge the 
" fluctuating Thessalians· to revolt; nor could 
" any mischief be more perplexing, than their 
4(, defection \vould prove. Lastly; to·contemn 
H the danger, \vould be to slight, the care of the 
" deity"vho had been pleased, by a superna.. 
" tural occurrence, to admonish the king of the 
" treason." They alluded to an incident during 
the siege -of Halicarnassus. While AI~xander 
was asleep at mid-day, a swallow hovered round~ 
perching now on one 'side of the couch, and 
now on the oth~r. Its ,incessant chattering dis-: 
turbed the king, exceedingly fatigued, and· he 
brushed it off ,vith his -hanel. Instead of endea
vouring to escape, the bird, full of confidence,
perched upon his head, and refused to be scal~ed; 
a\vay, .till;· through its noise, .. .l\'lexander tho
roughly' a\voke. The prodigy was cOlllllluni-
cated to Aristander, 'who declared, 'That a 
, conspiracy was, fOrIned against the king by 
, one of his officers 'VhOlP. he treated as a friend,' 
, but that it ,vould not relnain undiscovered, 
, because the s,vallo,v is a dOlnestic bird, a. 
, friend to luan, and exceedingly loquacious.' . 

Having considered the agreen1ent between 
the interpretation of the ~ierophant, and the~ 

disclosure of Asisines; and remembering that. 
his mother had cautioned him .in. a ~etter " t,q. 
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~, beware of this man;" he,irl conformity to 
the recommendations of his· friends, decided 
against: ~llfther confidence, clelnel1cy, or-delay.' 
He signified this determination' to Parmenio---' 
not ill',vriting, ~est, intercepted, it should un-' 
seasonably ~ral1spire,; but gave verbal instruc
tions in charge to a messenger of fidelity ana 
rank. Anlphoterus, hrother to Craterus, selected 
for the service, assull1ed a Phrygian habit, and, 
taking some Pergenses ~s guides;. penetrated 
through the country to Pannenio. The un\vor~ 
thy Lyncestes is, in consequence, placed under 
arrest; and though his interest, connectiol1st 

and fan~ily, occasioried his punishlnent to be 
long respited, yet three years afterwards he ,vas 
executed, as one of the' accoll1plices \vith the
traitor Philotas. 

On his departure from Phaselis, the king di
vided the corps under his immediate COllUl1and... 
A considerable detachment traversed the ll10un-. 
tains of Lycia and Pamphilia, \vhiIe the king in 
person pursued the dangerous track along the 
beach fronl Phaselis to Perga *. I-Iere, the foalll
ing sea,' bea~ing against the chain of rocks de
nOIninated the Climax, renders the narro\v road 
at their base ilnpracticable, except "Then the 
surge is repelled by a strong north 'wind. 'Vhell 
.Alexander began his Inareh, the windble\v froIll.:

'$ Gillies's Greece, chap. 31: et Fre~ , 
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the south, yet he advanced ,vithou"t fear, ·confi
ding in his fortune. Before they reached that 
section of the road where the flood 'would have 
proved an insurmountable, or~_~\ fatal obstacle, 
the south wind died away, a brisk gale sprang 
up from the north, and the sea tetired; leaving 
the aflny only some streams to ford ,vhich had 
been s,velled by,vinter-torrents fronl the m~un
tains. lVlany congruent events, of a singularly 
propitious character, in the life of Alexander, 
countenance those *, ,vho explain his progress 
by a reference' to the immediate interposition 
of Divine Providence, which, in effecting an 
hnportant revolution in the Eastern ,vorld, 
rendered the operations of nature, and the 
volitions of luan; subservient to its secret pur
poses. 

t-At Dium in Macedonia, before the son of 
Philip had begun to march on his expedition, 

It The philosopl1ical Arrian is one,ofthose. 

t Some persons m.ay be disposed to infer, that had Curtius ere-
dited the account which occupies the remainder of the chapter, it 
would have been introduced into that part of his' history which has 
been preserved. The above relation, in its material parts, coincides 
with that of Freinshemius, composed chiefly upon the authority of 
Josephus, [l. xi. c. viii.] corroborated or qualified by incidental pas
sages in Tacitus, Zonara-s, and other writers. Dr. Gillies supposes 
the account of Josephus to be a story invented by the patriotic va .. 
nity of the Jews, on the following g~ounds: 1. 'All the historians ot 
Alexander are silent concerning his journey to 'Jerusalem, and his 

extraordinary transactions there ;-2. It is inconsi:;tcnt with. th, 

YOL.l. 
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at an hour \vhen he Was reposing·under the man~ 
tIe of sleep, a personage, in appearance Inore than 
hUlnan, exhorted ·him· to follow -the. vision into 

narratIve ofArrian: "The conquest ofPhrenicia was/olto'wed by the 
" submission of all Palestine, except Gaza :'; Alexander had thus no 
occasion to march against Jerusalem ;-'3. The conversation betweeIl' 
Alexander, -Parmenio, and the high-priest Jadduah, as related by 
Josephus, is contradictory to the best-authenticated events in the 
life of Alexander; for Patmenio, in asking Alexander, "'Vhy he 
" wltom all the world adored, should himself adore the high.priest 
(' of the Jews?" is made to allude to an expression ofhomage which 
Alexander did not require till long after the period referred to by J 0':' 

sephus; - 4. The Chaldrearis could not have accompanied him, as 
that writer alleges; ~ 5. The high-priest could not, with propriety, 
have requested Alexander to permit the Jews settled in Babylon and 
Media, the free -exercise of their religion, before that prince had con· 
quered those countries. o~'~ven ~assed the Euphrates. 

The reflecting reader will perhaps be of opinion, that some of 
these difficulti~5, and those which at first view present the firmest 
countenance, may be repelled. To the SECOND objection, for exam
ple, anyone of the, following replies seems independently efficient. 

The account of Josephus is not irrecon~ilable with the nar
rative of Arrian. 

Arrian's" Expedition ofAlexander," though a COMPILATION 

deservedly valued, is chargeable 'with -material omissions and 
positive errors. 

The Jewish nation, after having made submission, might re
sist a demand to furnish soldiers, unless it were connected with 
a chartering liberty to live according ·to . their own laws in, the 
Macedonian camp. 

The conqueror, in the -eager pursuit of encouraging omens 
and sanctions from the temples and priests of all religions; often 
went where he had no military occasion to go. 

It is sufficient to insist, that the narrative of Arrian·is charge~ble 
with material omissions.· _ _ 

~d, it may obviate the FUST objection7 -to- consider,-That had 
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Asia, ,vhere he . should. overthrow the Persian 
empire. The impression subsiding, lay dorm
a~t till the following transaction, which, ,vere 

we the annals of every people whom Alexander subdued, we should 
probablyfilld transactions recorded of the highest interest in the.view 
of every individual historian of his own nation, which all the other 
\vriters on the conquests of Alexander have omitted :-Not to sug
gest, on a different ground, that if Parmenio conceived that'the son 
of Philip descended in prostrating himself before the J ewish high~ 
priest, the Greek eulogist of the conqueror, viewing, like .Parmcnio) 
the interview as degrading, might delibet'atel!J suppress it. 
, It is incredible, that Alexander, whose spirit was as inquisiiiv~ 
as ambitious, should move from Damascus, to Tyre :tnd Gaza, with..; 
out visiting so renowned a place as Jerusalem. CUl·tius mentions, 
[Transl.book iv. chap. ii. 10.1 that Alexander, during the siege of 
Tyre, marched with a flying camp into Arabia. 'Vhile he was chasti
sing the wandering children of Ishmael, to reduce the descendanto; of 
Isaac, then undispersed, were an incidental affair 'attended with little 

delay or difficulty. . 
The POURTlI objection asserts, that the Chaldteans could not have 

accompanied Alexander. Must we understand, by the "'ord, na
tives of Chaldrea, a province in the bosom of the Persian empire, 
whither Alexander had not penetrated? Even then it seems an ex~ 
traordinary position. Could not the camp which held Sisines, [see, 
iufra, book iii. chap. vii. sect. 17.] contain any native Chaldreans?
But the Chaldreans who accompanied Alexander, were, probably, 
sages of the sect of Zoroaster, who founded the Chaldrean system- of 
philosophy, of which the chief branches were magic and astronomy,., 
with a mystical ontology, from which was afterwards borrowed the 
Manichean error; his disciples spread over a wide tract of country 
from the Tigris to the Nile; numbers settled in Syria: using a lan
guage common to the sect, they were called Chaldteans, without any 
regard to their birth-place. The conqueror of Syria might baye in 
his service as many of these sages as he chose to retain; and as the 
phaldaic language has great affinity with the Hebrew, of which it is 
il dialect, he might take to Jerusalem such attendants, as interpr~ 

S 2 
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it related in the order of time, w'ould belong to 
the fourth book o.f this history. . When Alexan
der was engaged in the siege of Tyre, he had 
demanded the submission of the neighbouring 
kings and people, requiring them to raise him 
soldiers. But the Je,vs, ,vho held the fatllous 
city J erusalenl, alleging their alliance with 
Darius, declined to form a connection ,vith the 
king of ~Ia~edon. Incensed, he nlarched into 
Judrea, ,vith a design to punish their contu
macy. But the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to dis
arm the anger of the invader, ,vent out, ,vith 
their ,vives and children, to meet him in a sup
pliant manner. The priests 'vere clothed in 
fine linen; the multitude, ,vhich ,valked after 
the priests, a long, train, also wore garments of 
\vhite; the high-priest, in his pontifical habit 
of purple and scarlet, fornled the head of the pro
cession. Adlniring the grandeur and pleasing 
effect of the scene, the king alighted fronl his 
horse, and advanced unattended: after he had 
saluted the high-priest, he bent in adoration to 
the sacred name of God, which ,vas engraven 
on a plate of gold in the front of the pontifical 
mitre. This une?,pected act struck the specta

ters, to prevent the Jewish priests from imposing on him any factiti
ous reading, or gratuitous construction, of their prophecies. It may 
not be irrelevant to add, that, besides other parts of the Scripture" 
the book of Daniel from ii. 4. to vii. 'Ult. is written in Chaldaic. . 
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tors \yith astonishment: The Je\vs, 'who sa\v 
thenlselves not only delivered froln . im~ninent 
dangel', but received into favour, surrounded 
the king, congratulating hin1, praising him, and 
offering up prayers for his prosperity: On the 
contrary, the minor kings of Syria, who, inve
terate enemies of the J e\ys, had attended. the 
king, hoping to have their hatred indulged, by 
the pUl1ishnlent of their foes, d~ubted \vhether 
they beheld aluortifying reality, or their senses 
\vere. imposed on by a dreaD1, or \vl}ether those 
of the king \vere suspended: The l\facedonians 
,vere surprized at the extraordinar~ scene to 
such a degree, that Parn1eniopresunled to ask' 
the king, '1VIiy he besto\ved such great honour 
, on the rites of a foreign r~ligion, \vhen it ,vas. 
, scarcely bec01ning his greatness to notice the 
, homage of so abject a nation?' The venerable 
~nd dignified air of the sacer~otal chief had re
minded Alexander of his vision, \vhich he no\v 
related to Parnlenio*. 

Conducted by the priests into the city, he, 
in their temple, a beautiful structure, offered sa .. 
~rifices to the Great Suprenle" according to the 

. • He thus introduced this apology for the incident which had 
startled his attendants: 'f l qid not adore the priest, but that God 
f' who hath honoured him witl~ ~li!! high-priesthood; for I saw this 
" very person in a dream, in this very habit, when I was at Dios in 
4' Macedonia~"-'VlIlSTON'S Josrp'lUs~ XI~ Viii, 5, ' . 
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institutions revered by that race·of people; and 
by magnificent benefactions he augmented its 
treasures.' He here inspected their sacred books *, 
in wh,ich ,vere several ancient prophecies to this 
effect: That ,Tyre should, be destroyed by the 
l\facedonians, and that Persia should be over~ 
come by a Greek. Contemplating himself as 
the person designated, he felt such high satis
faction, that he granted to the Jews the liberty 
of living-both at honle and in other countries
according to their o,vn laws and ceremonies j 

and because theiFland lies untilled every seventh 
year, he released them from a corr.esponding pro
portion of 'taxes. The conqueror achnired the 
'climate' and the aspect of the country, \vhich 
abo":nds with rich fruits and· vegetable produc~ 
tions, and alone produces the flowing bahn of 
Gilead. He appointed Andromachus governor 
of these provinces: but we must not proc~ed in 

.' if! Perhaps Jeremiah, xxv •. Q~; xlyii: 4; A~os, i. 9, 10; Zecha-:
riah, ix. 4; Ezekiel, xxvii. ~6; with relation to Tyre ;~the faU of 
Gaza is mentioned in the context of the majori~y of these predic .. 
tions.. There are other denunciations against Tyre in Isaiah' and 
Ezekiel, but they evidently point at the 6rs,t qestruction of Tyre by 
the Assyrians. 

The prophecy of Dalliel [viii. 21~] respecting Persia-is more 
precise, in marking ou~ the instrument of divine vengeance. 4~d 

JQsephus merely says ~ H When the boo.k ofDaniel was showed him, 
" wherein Daniel declared, that one -of the Greeks shoul~ destro~ 
4' the empire of the P~rsians, he supposed that himself was the per~ 
IC son intended." . 
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anticipating .transactions occurring. about the 
time' of, the siege of Tyre, satisfied if ,ve are 
a:llo\ved, for the sake of illustration, to snatch 
a few particular~ from a later period. 

CHAP. XIL 

Ale.1}ander~s progress in Pamphylia: He punishes 
the treacherous Aspendians. Marching through 
Pisidia to'wards Plzrygia, lw triumphs over the 
Telmissialls and another ~ribe. The activity of 
Memllon in the Grecian islands: his death. 

HAVING passed the narro,v road at the edge 
of the Pamphylian sea, in advancing eashvard 
fi-om Perga, Alexander 'vas' nlet by ambassa
«ors from Aspendus; they tendered the submis
sion of that city and sea-port, but entreated that 
they Inight not be burdened ,vith a garrison, 
offering for that exenlption fifty talents towards 
the pay of his army,' with as many horses as 
they had been, accllstolllCd to contribute to the 
king of Persia. On these terms, the conqueror 
received them to his allegiance. 

He proceeded to the country of the Sidetre, 
seated near the river ~1e1as: a people from the 
stock of the Cumreans of jEolia, but Barbarians 
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in their language, having lost their Greek-not 
indeed by gradual corruption proceeding 'dur .. 
jng centur'ies of absence; for their ancestors are 
represented, at their settlement in these regions" 
to have suddenly forgotten their native dialect, 
speaking a jargon before unkno,vn. 
, Having accepted the surrender of Sidis, the 

Inetropolis of Pan1phy lia, "he marched against 
Syllius, a fortress, \vhich its local and artificial 
strength, and, the presence of a po\verful gan'i
son, ,vould have rel1dered difficult to reduce. 
"\Vhile he wa's surveying the \valls, he ,vas in.,. 
formed that the' Aspendians, ,~ho delayed the 
performance ,of their treaty, perfidiously intend .. 
cd to revolt. The greater part of their city ,vas 
founded on a high and steep rock, _'vashedby_ 
the river EurYluedon; SOUle of its streets \vere" 
however, built on the plain, protected only by 
a slight ,valL Thither Alexqnder immediately 
lnarche(~; on his approach, the inhabitants of 
the lower town ascended the n10untain. The 
king entered the place, encanlping ,vi thin the 
walls, \vhile his able engineers began their de,! 
monstrations. The Aspendians~ alarnled, en
treated hhn to accept the former conditions~ 

He required the ·instant delivery of the horses 
stipulated; and to punish their treachery and 
insolence, he raised the in1n1cdiate aid 'to be 
yielded in money t~ one hundred talents, and 
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ii11posed on thenl an annual tribute: he took 
their principal citizens as hostages that they 
,vould thenceforth obey his governor. He like
,vise ordered the Aspendians to abide the deci
sion of an arbitration respecting a tract of land 
fronlwhieh they had driven their neighbours. 

Alexander no\v detennined to return to Per
ga, thence to penetrate into Phrygia, \vhere 
Parrilel1io had been directed to join him. III 
his nlarch thither, he had to pass a narro\v de
file, formed by two 1110untains ,vhich almost 
touch; its 11louths are, so confined, that they 
may be cODlpared to gates; here the Barbarians 
had posted thel11selves, detennined' to dispute 
the passage. The leader of the Greeks and l\Ia

'cedonians encanlpeel before the entrance, COll

cluding that the Telnlissians, seeing the tents 
pitched, ,voltld illlagirte the attack to be post
poned, and leaving \vhat they might deeln ri 
sufficient guard, the body of then1 "Tould desert 
the streits, and retire into the to\vn. The enemy 
acted as Alexander had anticipated. Seizing 
the opportunity, he ordered the archers and 
slingers to advance, ,vith the niiddle-anned 
foot, or targeteers: having beat off those who 
guarded the pass, he penetrated it, and encmnp
eel before Telnlissus~ 

Here, mnbassadors frOID the Se]genses, a 
tribe of ~he sanlC nation as the Tehnissialls, 
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from inveterate hatred to the latter, tendered 
their friendship and assistance to the king. 

After enterta.ining these overtures with great 
courtesy,-that his titne Inight not be consumed 
by the prosecution of a single siege, 11e encamp
ed ,vith a detachment before Sagalassus, a place 
well fortified, and garrisoned ,vith the flower of 
the forces of the country; for of all the ,varlike 
Pisidian hordes, the Sagalassians are considered 
the bravest. Reinforced. by troops from their 
allies the Telnlissians, and having more depend
ance on their courage than on their ,valls, . they 
,vere posted in order of battle on a neighbour
ing hill. Advantages of ground enabled them 
'to repulse the light-armed forces of Alexander: 
the Agrians, ho\vever, steadily 111aintained the 
conflict, encouraged by the approach of the l\:Ia
cedonian phalanx, and fired by seeing the king 
in the front of thecolours. The soldiers had to 
surmount great difficulties in forcing their ,yay 
up the acclivity; but, as soon as a field ,vith 
less inequalities allo,ved them firmer footing,: 
they easily dispersed the ilnperfeetly-armed 
moun taineers. 

There fell on the part of the lVIacedonians, 
Cleander, a leader, and twenty soldiers in the 
ranks. In the battle; and in. the pursuit, ,vhich 
the Macedonians' urged with nluch celerity for 
troops so c0111pletely armed-five hundred Bar
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barians were slain: local kno,vledge sheltered 
the rest in inaccessible retreats. 

Hav!ng entered their deserted town, he di
rected his anns against the other strong-holds 
of Pisidia, of ,vhich he reduced some by force, 
,vhile others subluitted under cdnditions/ pro
lnising fidelity . 
. ' He razed Tehllissus on account of itscontu

macious opposition, and divested' the inhabit
ants of liberty: a little aftenvards' he 'united 
their territory, ,vith that of seve'ral other Pisi
dian~ities, under the governll1Cnt of Celrena, a 
Phrygian p~·ovince. 

H'aving triuluphed over the difficulties of 
the country, and the undisciplined fiercen~ss of 
its various tribes, Alexander pursued l1is tnatch 
into Phrygia, by the lake Ascanius.The 'va
ters of this lake have a natural tendencv to con

01 

crete, supplying those ,vho live on its borders 
with salt. 
. Between the siege of Ilalicarnassus and these' 

transactions, l\/ielnllon, after having evacuated. 
all Caria, and collected the scattered fr,agments 
of, his anny, conceived the design of carrying 
the 'var into Greece and Macedonia, proposing, 
by that diversion, to move Alexander froln the 
provinces ,vhich h.e had fastened on in Asia. 
On lVlelunon alone no,v rested the hopes of 
Darius, ,vho revic,ved ,vith satisfaction the bra-' 
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very and talents ,vith ,vhich that conl1llander 
had, at the capital, of Caria, kept Alexander so 
long in check: he therefore cpnstitute~ him 
commander-in-chief, and transmitted hinl a li
beral reinforcell1ent in money. l\1emnon, ,vith 
a fleet of three hundred ships, having on-board 
as Inany mercenary troops as he could procure 
,vith the subsidy, traversed the seas ,vlthout op
posItion. He had ,veighed the circlllnstances 
likely to pr01llote or obstruct his designs: he 
reduced the continental to)vns ,vhere the garri
sons ,vere ,veak or negligent, among,vhich ,vas 
Lampsacus: and as the ,l\1acedonians, ~t once 
lnasters of both continents and destitute of a 
,fleet, ,vere unable to succour the islands, against 
the islands he principally directed his active 
operations. 

Divisions of opinion, which made ahnost all 
nlen partizans, po\verfully availed lVlemnon in 
l1is enterprize. Those ,vho had been ,von to 
Alexander's interest by the liberty in which he 
had reinstated them, ,vere counteractedhy those 
,vho" having amassed great riches under the Per
sians, preferred the possession of individual in
fluence, ll.nder their form~r rnasters,io the equa
Ii ty of an unattempered democracy. In the island 
of Chios, Athenagoras and Apo1l9nides, two of 
the 11l0st considerable men, in concert ,vith Phi
sinus and l\/Iegareus, and others of their faction, 
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invited Memnon thithei'.· Thus ,vas Chios trans .. 
ferred to the Persian high-admiral:l(: and maritime 
satrap, who, leaving- a garrison in the place, conl
mitted the adlninistration of affairs to Apolloni~ 
des and his associates. 

Memnon sailed thence to Lesbos; ,vhere he 
po'ssessed himself of Antissa, Pyrrha, anrl Eris .. 
su~, . ,vith little difficulty: having reduced Me
thYlnna, he established there Aristopicus as re
gent. Of the ,vhole island, no place no,v held 
out except the celebrated city of J.\tfytilene, 
,vhich J.\tIemnon did not live to take; for just 
after he had encompassed the ,valls with exten
sive ,Yorks, shut up the harbour, and so dispo
sed his ships as to exclude succour, he fell a 
victill1 to the plague. _ The irreparable loss of 
such a leader repressed: the sanguine _hopes, and 
blighted t1~e rising plans of the Persians. 

Memnon, on perceiving the approach of dis
solution, had resigned to Pharnabasus, his sis
ter's son by Artabasus, the command provi.. 
sionally, till Darius, on a report of the occu-r.. 
renee, should decree otherwise. Pharnabasus, 
dividing the duties of the siege with Autophra ... 
dates tJ:te achniral, so pressed the city, that at 
length -it surrendered on terms: "The garri.. 
" son shall depart unmolested. The pillars on, 

• Ante, p. 231. 
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" which are carved the ,conditions of allegiance 
" to Alexander shall be thf(~wn do,vn~ The ci... 
" tizens shall take an oath of fidelity to Darius,. 
" and shall recal half the· exiles." But the Per.. 
sians did no~ strictly obse,rve the capitulation: 
into the city they introduced soldiers, making 
Lycomedes, the Rhodian, its governor; o'ver 
the cOLJntry-districts t~ey pl~ced, as regent, Di
ogenes, ,vho had been banished 011 ac·count of 
his devotion to the Persian interest. After
wards they levied forced contributions in Ino
~ey from the richest inhabitants, ,vithout light
~ning the tax ,vhich the conlulon· people of 
Afytilene had fOrInerIy paid. The insolelice and 
oppression, * by ,vhich the officers of Darius ir
ritated and estranged the islanders, conspirecl 
,vith the vigilance of Antipater to defeat all 
their plans and nloveillents. 

>if Gillies's Greece, t.;hap. x,XXyii. 
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BOO K. III. 

THE BATTLE OF ISSUS • 

• 

CHAP. I. 

Alexander reduces the city of Celana. Refuses 
to liberate the Athenian prisoners. Cuts the 
Gordian knot. Puts in motion sea and land 
forces on tlie Hellespont. Transmits to several 
ifhis commanders and ministers aid in money_ 
Enters P aphlagonia. 

~ L ALEXANDER, in· the Dleantime, had 
dispatched Cleander, ,vith a sum of money, 
to enlist a subsidiary force in the Peloponnesus. 
Having created administrations. for Lycia and 
Pamphylia, he conducted his army to Celrena, 

• The Arabic numerals, before paragraphs in the text, answer to 
Curtius's own division of the chaptersl and are preserved for the ,ak,~ 
of reference. 
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a ,valled city ,vhich ,vas intersected by the 
stream of the Marsyas. This river is celebrated 
by the fictitious origin ascribed to it by the 
Greek poets... I ts spring, poured from the ex
treme sunlmit ~f a mountain, falls, a roaring 
cataract, into the. rocky channel belo"w; after
,vards, diffusing, the flood irrigates the green le
vels; perfectly clear, its ,vaters dimpled \vith gen
tle undulations, are all derived froln one source. 
Hence its complexion resembles that of the sea, 
,vhen cahn; and hence the fable of the poets, 
that nymphs loiter in the recesses of the rock, 
enamoured ,vith the beauty of the river. While 
it flows bebvecn the ramparts, it retains the 
name of the 1\!Iarsyas; but on leaving the to"\\'"n, 
s\velled into a lllore copious and rapid streaIll, it 
is c"alled the Lycus *. 

Alexander entered Celrena, ,vhich had been 
deserted by the inhabitants, and prepared to at
tack the citadel into \vhich they had fled. He 
apprised them by a herald, that unless they illl" 

mediately surrendered, they must expect the ut
most severities: they led the herald up into a 

.. Here the commentators recognize an error. Curtius confounds. 
tlle Lycus, a river very near, with the Marsyas: the former, rising 
in mount Cadmus, does not wash Celrena, but Laodic~a, and hIlls. 
into the Meander, a little below the Marsyas. Maximus Tyrius, 
however, an ey~witness, makes the Meander and the Marsyas to l>~ 
t.he same ~ iu which case, the error, if any, is trivial~ 
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to,ver, ,vhich nature and skilful engineers had 
cOlllbined to render strong, bidding him survey 
its height, and infonn Alexander, ' That the 
'inhabitants differed from him in their esti
, mate of the fortress'; that they knew it to be 
, iInpregnable; and that, in maintaining their 
, allegiance, they ,vould not shrink froln death.' 
But, ,vhen enclosed' by the besieging forces, 
perceiving ~hat scarcity gained upon thenl 
every day, they negociated a truce for hvo 
n10nths, engaging, -if not relieved during that 
time by Darius, to deliver up the place. No 
:succour arriving, they surrendereq. on the ap... 
pointed day. 

2. Here, anlbassadors from Attica requested 
,the enlargement of such Athenians as had been 
taken at the battle" of the Granicus. The king 
replied, "Not those only, but all the other 
" Greek captives I restore to their homes, -when 
", the Persian ,var shall be ended." 

Alexander kne\v that Darius had not yet 
passed the Euphrates; yet, iUlpatient to meet 
hiIn, he summoned his levies and recalled his 
detachments, in order that, ,vith collected forces, 
he might come to a decisive action. }Ijs army 
he ,vas no\v conducting through lVlagna Phry
gia, which abounded with villages, but had fe\v 
cities. 'Yet Gordium, the ancient seat of IVIi-

VOL. I. T 
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das, still, continued to be a place' of importance; 
with the river Sangarius flowing through it, it 
is seated at an equal distance frOITI the Euxinc 
and the Cilician * sea.. Between the two coasts 'I, 
,ve find the narrowest part of Asia Minor; both 
coasts, by deep indentations, giving this strip 
of the continent the character of an isthmus t. 
Thus, the noble peninsula of Asia l\linor is 
nearly embraced by' the dominiol1s of Nep
tune II. 

'Alexander, . having added the citizens of 
Gordiul11 to thenuluber of his subjects, en
tered the teIl1ple of Jupiter, ,vhere they sho,ved 

* ,According to the best modern maps, this is not a good cHle to 
'the site of Gordium; it is represented to be about seventy-five mile~ 
from the Euxine, and two hundred and (orty from the Cilician coast. 
On the other hand, these maps place it at some distance from the 
San'garins; by which, according to Strabo, as well as Curtius, it was 

intersected. 
t Not in a line with Gordium, but between Pontus and 

Cilicia. 
t Arctasjauces, applied to the space between the shores, has been 

t'ensured: it seems a sufficient apology tor CUltius, to consider, that a 
tract of much greater breadth may he an isthmus, provided it con~ 
·neet with the,main-Iand a peninsula of Correspondent magnitude. 

1/ The translator has accommodated the passage to the present 
'State of geography; for the .nisi tenue discrimen o~jiceret, maria, 
qUit munc .dividit., committeret, of the original.-..:" Were it not for 
" !t. slender neck of land, the two seas, which are now divided, 
" would meet" -is in this respect inaccurate, that it conveys the 
idea of positive tenuity, not of i'elative narrowness, €ontrasted with 
the body of the continent. 
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hiul the car of Gordius, father to Midas*. There 
,vas nothing in the ,vorknlanship of t?is rude 
car, or ,vaggon, to distinguish it. But the, yoke 
[or harness] ,vas rendered a remarkable object 
hy the labyrinth of cord ,vhich held it; so in... 
tertwisted ,vas this with itself, that,in the mul .. 
tiplied knots, the real knot, ,vhere the extremi ... 
ties met, could not be discovered.' Alexander, 
'informed by the inhabit~nts that the oracle had 
conferred the enlpire of Asia on the' man ,vho 

$ The story ofGordius is shortly this: In remote antiquity; born; 

ilC for some' time resided, in Phrygia: his whole property consisted 

of a small piece of land, and 6vo yokes of oxen; one employed in 

llis plough,. the other in his waggon. While he was one day plough

ing, an eagle alighted on- his yoke, and sat there till evening. Struck 

by the prodigy, Gordius .repaired to the'Telmisseans, celebrated for 

their skill in augury. On reaching their first village, he met a virgin 

drawing water at a fountain; informed of the motive for his journey, 

she directed him to ascend the hill, and sacrifice to Jupiter; he in

vited her to accompany him, .and they proro:eeded to the temple to-. 
gether. ,He afterward~ married her, and she bore him Midas, who' 

grew into repute fOl' beauty and. valour: G.ordius is understood to 

have settled among the Telmisseans: A bout the time Midas attained 

manhood, Phrygia was cOJlvulsed with sedition; the inhabitants, con

~ultillg an oracle~ were told thut a car sllould soon bring them a king 
\Vho would appease their tumults. While the assembly were cklibc-, 

rating on this answer, Midas, with his parents, arrived in the cur. The. 

Phrygians elected ·him king; and Midas, in gratitude to Jupiter, con-' 

secrated his tather's vehicle, suspending it in the temple by a cord made 

of the inner rind of the cornel tree, the knot f!f which leas so nicely tied, 

that no eye could perceive '({)here it began or ended. This cause of 

tbe difficulty of untying it, which is that assigned by An'ian, seems 

not so reasOlluble as the account of Curtius: the intricacy of the 

knot, as described in the text, is an adequl,ltc cau~{ . 

T2 
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should untie the harness, felt a vehenlent desire 
to fulfil the condition of the prophecy~ 

s. Round the king was a concourse of Phry
gians and Macedonians: those urged by impa~ 

tient expectation, these concerned at the teme ... 
ri ty of their prince; for the series of knots was 
so perplexed, that it was inlpossible to perceive, 
or to infer, ,vhere it began or ended. Alexan
der, after a long struggle with the intricate 
crossings of the cord, apprehending that his 
failure would be regarded as an inauspicious 
omen, exclaimed: "It is immaterial ho,v the 
" knots are loosened:" and cut them asunder 
,vith his s,vord, either eluding or fulfilling the 
ternlS of the oracle *. 

Alexander resolved to anticipate Darius in 
commencing the· attack, wherever the latter 
lllight be posted; and, in order to provide for 
the security of the places in his rear, constituted 
AlTIphoterus commander of the fleet, and Hege
lochus general of the land-forces, on the ooast 
of the Hellespont. These officers he ordered to 
expel the Persian garrisons from Lesbos, Chios, 
and' Cos; confiding to their expenditure fiv'e 
hundred talents. To Antipater, a~d the super
intendants of the Greek cities, he transmitted 

... The followers of Alexander retired with a conviction, that he 
had accomplished this task for a ki~lg. Arrian says, that a season
able thunder-storm confirmed their credulity. 
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six 11undred talents. The Greeks, as his allies, 
he required to guard the Hellespont by a fleet, 
conformably to treaty. For, as he had not been 
yet apprised of the death of Memnon, that ge
neral ,vas the chief object of his vigilance, per
suaded, that if the expedition met ,vith obstruc
tions, they ,vould proceed from 'him. 

Arrived at Ancyra, Alexander no,v mustered 
his army. I-Ie, next, entered Paphlagonia: 
'from, the 'bordering Eneti, some believe the 
Venetians to have descended. The inhabitants 
of this ~vhole region readily' submitted to the 
king; giving him hostages; and he confirming 
the exemption from tribute, ,vhich they. had 
enjoyed under the Persians. He cOlnmitted the 
government of their country to CaIas; and, re
inforced by the recent levies fro111 lVlacedon, 
marched into Cappadocia. 

CI-IAP. II. 

Darius musters Jds army near Babylon. Its 
force. Ife marches to the plains of Mesopo
tamia. Thefreedom if Charidemus, the .A.the
nian, untvelcome to Darius, 'who orders his 
e.l'ecution. 

4. THE ne,vs of lVlemnon's death affected Da... 
rivs in an intense degree, corresponding to the 
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magnitude of the loss. Resigning all other de
pendence, he determined to take the field i~ per"1' 
son. : Dissatisfied ,vith all their, operations, he 
inlputed negligence' to Inost of the surviving 
generals; and he kne\v, unhappily, that they 
had been uniform in their failures. flaving, 
therefore1 pitched a canlp near Babylon, -ill 
order to raise the spirits and confidence of liis 
soldiers, he assembled them in sight of the city. 
l-Iaving carried a sunken trench [or pall~sade] 
round such a space as would bold ten thousand 
m{)n; he, in imitation of Xerxes, used it as a 
scale to' number his anny. Fronl sunri~e till 
nightfall, the battalions, according to their 
order in the line, kept Inoving into this enclo
sure;' as they evacuated it, advancing tQ the 
plains of Mesopotaulia :1[<, ' 

This almost innuluerable multitude of horse 
and foot exceeded.in appearance their absolute 
amount. ,Of Persians, there mllstered one hun
dred thou~and, conlprising thirty thousand ca
valry. The l\tledes consisted of ten thol~san~ 
horse and fifty thousand foot. Fro~ Barcania 
llad marched hvo thousand of that, a~d ten 
thousand of this de~criptio~ of force, alike 
'. ; 

~ The immensity of the army is !$trongly illustrated, by being 

thus~ as Dr. Gillies ~xpresses, " rather measured than numbe~
"ed." The cavalry~ we mal suppose, di5n1611nt~q before thc.y 
~arched in. 

http:exceeded.in
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armed,vith t,vo-edged battle-axes, and light, 
short, square bucklers. TheAI~lnenians contri
buted seven thousand cavalry and forty thou
sand infantry. . The. Hyrcanians, of high miIi .. 
tary reputation anl0ng these nations, furnished 
six thousand horse. The Derbices, with· two 
thousand horse, had equipped forty thousand 
foot; of ,vhich, a majority carried spears poin~
ed ,vith iron; and the renlainder, pikes of w'ood, 
hardened in the. fire. Froln the Caspian sea 
there had, assenl bled two hundred cavalry and 
eight thousand infantry: the' Asiatics of less 
note, accompanying these, alnounted to four 
thousand cavalry, and half the number of in... 
fantry. To the force already enull1erated·, are 
to be added thirty thousand Greek lllercena
ries, selected young men *. ,\Vith regard to 
the Bactrians, Sogdians, and Indians; ,vith va
Fious tribes on the' borders of the Red Sea, 
,vhose nanles ,vere unknow'n to Darius; the 
dispatch which the crisis delnanded, ,yould :q.ot 
pernlit hinl to send for thenl, 

5. It is evident, that in nU111erical force th~ 
Persian nl0narch ,vas not deficient.' To hiIn 
this vast multitude ,vas a gratifying spectacle; 

·and his nobles, 	 by their habitual flatteries, so 
iQ.flatedhis expectations, that, turning to Cha

~ The aggrega~e of the nmpbers, as give!'l.by Curt~s, is 311,~WO. 

http:give!'l.by
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ridemus, an Athenian, of military talents, and a 
personal enenlY of Alexander, (...t\.lexander had 
ordered his expulsion from Athens,) he inquired 
of him, ' Whether his preparations must not 
, be judged adequate to overwhelnl the enemy?' 
Charidemus, undazzled by the splendoufs of 
l'oyalty, and unintimidated by the conscious .. 
ness of his situation, thus replied: " Perhaps, 
'-, Sir, the truth may displease you; and yet, if 
" I do not impart it now, it will be in vain for 
" me to mention it hereafter. This army so 
"po,verful in sho,v, this immense assell1blage 
" of so nlany different nations, comprising Ie
ee vies from ~ll the regions of the East, may be 
" formidabl~ to the tribes under your frontiers: 
" its purple and gold ornaments are so dazzling, 
" its riches sq inlp9sing, its anns so refulgent, 
" that those ol~ly ~vho have been spectators, 
" can frame an idea of ~t. But the Macedo
" nian atlny, however repulsive to the eye, and 
" unadorned, is a chain of ~olumns, covered 
H ,vith bucklers, and pointeq with spears, ren
" deJ;ed immovable through the united po,vers' 
" of the men. Their phalanx is a fIrm 1;>ody of 
" foot: The combatants and their ann~ being 
" articulated in the closest order, every indivi
" dual contdblltes to support the ,vhole. They 
" are disciplin.ecl to follo,v the colours, and faU 
" into the ranks ~t a signal. All obeying the 
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" woret of conlnland at 'the same 1110ment,· the 
d C01l1Dl0n soldie~s" expert as the officers, halt" 
" ,vheel, extend the wings, or, change the order 
" of battle. That you may not suppose that 
" they are to be seduced either by' silver or 
H gold, I 'vill. describe their discipline in the 
;' school of poverty: "~heIi fatigued, the ground 
" is their bed; ,vith \vhateverfood they are sup
$' plied, they are contented; they sleep not af
H ter the approach of day.' N O'V, 'with re
" gard to the Thessalian horse, the Acarna
'" nians, and the .iEtolians, they forn1 invincible 
" bands; and can I believe that they are to be 
I' repelled w-ith _slings, and wooden pikes har
e( dened in the fire?' No, Sir, they are to be 
" opposed only by vigor equal to their own; 
" and you should seek auxiliaries in the coun..' 
" try which produced these lnen; send, there.. 
" fore, those treasures of sil ver and gold to hire 
~, thence a subsidiary anny." Darius ,vas na
turally lllild 'and open to advice, before the ele
vation ,vhich his fortunes experienced had cor.. 
rupted his heart. Unable to bear the truth *; 

'* 'With the truth, Charidemus mixed some 'sophistical over
~olouring; and there was much absurdity in the time and manner. 
'Vhen we reflect on the profligate character of the speaker, we may 
wonder at his plainness; the most virtuous plainness might have 
better served an inflated despot, by calling to its aid more grace 
and address, and by avoiding to overcharge the weaknesses pointed 
DUt.. 
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he violated. the la,vs of hospitality, and conl
manded his guest and suppliant, in the nliddle 
of this useful strain, to be hurried a\vay to exe ... 
ention. Not deterred by this order. fronl deli-· 
vering his sentiments freely,. he told the king: 
(c I see at hand an avenger of my death; and 
(C he, against 'whose interest 11ly counsel has 
" been directed, 'will chastise thee for slighting 
" it; and thou) so transformed by recent ac
tt cession to imperial greatness, ,vill be an ex
(C ample to succeeding ages; that men, ,vho 
Ie allo,v prosperity to intoxicate them, nlay' 
" forget their O\Vll nature." While he. ,vas 
lnaking this declaration, the executioners cut 
his throat. Aftenvards, the Persian monarch, 
repenting too late, ackno,vledged. that the 
Athenian had spoken the tIuth, and ordered 
him to be buried. 

CHAP. III. 

Darizzs makes Thymodes commander of the merce
naries; and confides ,to Phdrnabazus' the de
funct p07.t'ers if'lJfeml1on. His dream. Order 
if march and pagem2try 'If llis .army: COlltrast
ed 7.cith the army qf' Ale.t'ander. 

6~ To Thymodes, the son of ~re·ntor, a young 
man \vho had proved himself an a~tive officer, 
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Darius gave a CQ1111Uission to receive fronl Phar
l1abazusall th~· foreign' troops; for the ·kil1g 
having Inuch reliance .on· these, allotted thCIll 
an iI?portant part. in the ,var. lIe. confided to 
Pharnabazus the extensive comlnand and po'v
ers, ,vhich l\Iemnon had exercised *. 

Darius, ,vhonl incessant attention to itll~ 

portant affairs agitated to. extrenle anxiety, 
,vas directed to the coutelllplation of future 
disasters 'by several dreml1s, occasioned either 
by nlelullcholy, or by a prophetic faculty. in 
his mind. He sees the lVlacedonian camp en~ 
veloped ,vith spires of glittering flaule; and 
soon afterwards, Alexander, introduced to hinl 
in that habit :which . he hinlself ,,,ore ,,,hen 
chosen king: then Alexander, riding through 
.Babylon-together ,vith his horse, suddenly 
vanishes. The. discordant intinlations which 
the soothsayers dre,,, from· this vision, in
creased", the perplexity of the Persian nlO
p~rch. SOIpe· held the picture which had i1l1

pressed his ilnagination to be auspicious, be,:, 
cause the eneIny's cmnp ,vas on 'fire; and, be
cause Alexander, divested of his regal attire, 
Jlad been brought to hiu1 in the dress of a Per
sian subject Others, construing it differel1tly, 

$ Ante, p. 231, and 269. 
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affinned, that the brightness of tbe Macedo
nian canlp portended splendour to Alexander, 
,vho (to avo\v their opinion,) ,vould be seated 
on the throne of Asia, because his garb ,vas si ... 
milar to that in which Darius had been saluted 
king. The present solicitude, on this, as on 
other occasions, turned a\vakened recollection 
to former presages. "\Vhen Darius, at the be
ginning of his reign, had caused the Persian 
scabbard to be' Inodelled after the Grecian 
form *,-the Chaldreans had prognosticated that 
the empire of the Persians should pass into the 
possession of the people whose arms ,vere imi~ 
tatedo

. The Persian'lnonarch, however, became ela
ted by his dream, when he had heard the favour
able interpretation of which it ,vas susceptible: 
the agreeable prediction raised upon the dream, 
Darius caused to be circulated anl0ng the vul

• Some who understand the mutari in eam fOlmam qua Gr(£ci 
wterentur of the original, to signify a change in the shape of the 
scabbard, not merely in its ornaments, or in the fashion of suspend
ing it, discover a difficulty in the passage, because it then implies 
a similarity of length and curvature between the Persian scimi
tar, and Grecian sword. Now, Diodorus asserts, that, after the 
battle of Issus, Darius ordered swords and spears of an increased 

length to be. manufactured, because he attributed the victory _of 
the Macedonians to the superior length of their swords. But was 

it a Macedonian-or a Lacedremonian, Athenian, or Theban ~cab, 
bard wllich Darius introduced 1 
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gar: and ordered his army to move to\vards the 
Euphrates. 

7. From remote antiquity, it ,va.s the custom 
of the Persians not to break up their camp till 
after sunrise, ',vhen a trumpet frOln the king's 
tent gave the signal: and, as. a visible signal, 
which all nlight perceive, the image of the ~un, 
[understood to be of gold,] enclosed in' a c:rys.. 
tal case~ ,vas placed upon the tent. 

The army marched in this order. The, fire 
which they call sacred and eternal, ,vas bc':>rne 
in the van on silver altars. The l\1agi: f01.. 
lo\ved, singing national hymns. These 'were 
succeeded by .three hundred' and sixtyo-five 
youths, clothed in s'carlet, ans\vering to! the 
number of days in the year; for the Pe',rsian 
year is also thus divided.Next in the pl,'oces .. 
sion came the chariot consecrated to Ju!.piter, 
which ,vas drawn by \vhite horses; and W.ilS fol
lo\ved by a horse of e~traordina.Iy statul'e and 
proportions, distinguished as the steed lof the 
sun; the officers n1anaging the ~orses I !~arrie(l 
golden ,vands, and wore \vhi te habits.1 i\ t a 
~mall distance, \vere dra~vn ten chariots, ,vith a 
profusion of engraved \vork in silve.r an leI gold. 
Prolonging and diversifying the train, r lode the 
ca.valry of hvelve nations, each division lin a pe
culiar c~s~um~, and \vith different arn1s.! Then 
5ucceed~d the corps ,vhOln the Persim ils nallle 

http:e~traordina.Iy
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the Immortals *, amounting to ten thoHsand: 
none of the Barbarians exceeded these in the 
pOlnp of superb equiplnent: the chains hanging 
franl their necks, like the eInbroidery on their 
'uniform, ,vere of gold; and their 'SLEEVED" 

JACKETS l glittered ,vith jewels. ,After a slllall 
space, marched an assemblage bearing the title 
of :the king's relations, consisting of fifteen 
thousand Inen; this band, alnl0st like 'VOlnen in 
their attire, among the }lighest for sunlptuouS 
excess, \vere the lo,vestin martial appointments; 
Next advanced the Doryphori, gtiarding the 
royal \v~rdrobe. In their rear rolled tIle car ot 
Darius, with the monarch in person, conspicuous 
by his elevated seat: Each side of the car \~as 
enri,~hed \vith l:,epresentations of the gods,; cas\ 
in saver and' gold; sparkling gems elnbossed 
the beanl, froln \vhich sprang two statues a,ell-, 
bit ] ligh, formed entirely of the most valued 
Ineta1!, of ,vhich one presented the lineaments 
of Ninus, the other of'Belus,-and between 
those ,figures, an auriate eagle, consecrated for 
the 8t ation, expanded its wings .. 

I 

.. Co mposed of the bray€st and most distinguisl1ed, the, corps re· 

eeived th is name, because the members who fell were regularly sue· 

eeeded b:, new members: its strength was never suffered to faU below 

the numb er in the text. 

t In t be first ages of the Roman republic, it hnd been considered 

a, mark 0 r eifemi!late luxury for a man to wa:1k out with a sleeved 

Jt~meI.lt. 
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8. Far' exceeding the superb dresses of his 
attendants, the king's habililnents displayed so
vereign Inagnificence. The imperial purple ot 
his vest ,vas relieved by white stripes; on his 
nlan tie, of' ,vhich the. elllbroidery and, orna... 
ll1ents ,vere of gold, ,vere depicted two hawks 
flying furiously at each other. In the ladies' fa
shion, his girdle ,vas auriate; and the scabbard 
to the depending sabre ,vas studded with jewels. 
The regal costume for the head is by the Per
sians termed a cidaris: the colour of this tiara *, 
,vas the blue of the sky '\vith sumlller ...clouds of 
,vhite. 

The king ,vas encolnpassed, on the right and 
left, by about t\vo hundred of his nearest rela
tives. The royal carw'asfollo,ved by ten thou
sand spear-nlen; ,vhose ,veapons were inlayed 
,vith silver, and pointed ,vith gold. N o,v came 
the fil~s of thirty' thousand infantry: upon 
,vholn closed four hundred household cavalry. 
At the ~listance qf one hundred and hventy-five, 
·paces, 	 Sysigaulbis, the mother of Darius, ap
peared in the procession ~ and, l?ear her, the con
sort of Darius, in separate chariots: the train 
of 'wonlen ,vaiting.on the queens rode on horses. 

,. Curtius has not mentioned the very elevated shape of the tiara, 

" b is the, prerogative of the king to w~ar ~ll upright turban." 

il'Elr.lA~'S Cyrlls, 

http:vaiting.on
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Next advanced fifteen armama.ras, or roofed
carriages, in which· ,vere the king's children, 
and their tutors, ,vith a number of eunuchs, a 
class not despised in Eastern countries. The 
line ,vas continued by vehicles,' in ,vhich ,vere 
three hundred and sixty of the king's concu
bines, ,vhose dress and ornanlents partook of 
inlperial grandeur. Six hundred tnules, with 
three hundred canlels, follo\ved; bearing the 
king's money, under the charge of a guard of 
archers. Then, the ,vives of the relatives and 
friends of the 'sovereign. Then, colunlns of 
&uttlers and camp-slaves. The light-armed 
troops brought up th0 rear. Such was the 
army of Darius. 

'Vhoever surveyed the army of Alexander, 
in the order of Inarch, 'found a different spec
tacle; neither the men nor the horses glittered
,vith gold or painted trappings, but with iron 
and brass. His troops ,vere always prepared 
either to halt or to advance; ,not a crowd en
cumbered ,vith baggage ;-but a body attentive 
to the general's signal, and obedient even to his 
nod. The Macedonial1 leader ,vas careful timelY' 
to collect supplies, and to encatnp where he had 
sufficient roonl. lIenee, in battle, he appeared 
not to want soldiers: ,vhereas Darius, who had 
the absolute disposal of an hnlnense multitude, 
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,vas rendere'd incapable, by the confined limits 
of the place where he fought, to bring into the 
front more than the small nUlnber ,vhich he had 
despised in the enemy. 

CHAP. IV.. 

TYhile Ale~'rander is marching, by the camp of 
Cyrus, towards Cilicia, Arsanes, the Persian 
go~ernor, de~astates that pr~ince. Descrip
tion of the defile on the north of Cilicia, and 
of the ri~er Cydnus. Alexander,' passing 
through the defile 'without opposition, advances 
to Tarsus. 

9. MEANWHILE, Alexander, after having 
appointed Abistamenes governor of Cappadocia, 
leading his army towards Cilici~~ had already 
reached the district called Cyrus's camp: so de
nominated:)(; froID Cyrus having encamped there, 
vlhen marching into Lydia against C~·~sus. It 
is fifty stadia distant from the defile which leads 
into Cilicia; this narro\v passage, ,vhich the in
habitants call Pylre [the gate], nature seems to 

... Arrian's explanation of this Dame is ta-he.preferred, which, in 
unison with Xenophon's account, makes the 'younger Cyrus encamp 
here. None of the authors, who treat of the expedition of the eIde; 
Cyrus against Cr~sUSI mention h~ to· have held this co~t:Se. 

VOL•.J.V 
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have so fortified, as to present an archetype to 
the works of man.. 

Upon ~ntelligence of Alexander's approach,. 
Arsanes, governor of Cilicia, revolving the pro ... 
position of Melnnon at- the beginning of, the 
,var, now executed it ,vhen the salutary plan 
was too, late; ravaging Cilicia ,vith fire, .and 
ploughing it with ruin*, that the enemy 111ight 
enter a desert; destroying every thing useful, 
that he might abandon, in unproductive naked
ness, that territory ,vhich he could not defend. 
:aut it had been'lllore judicious to have seized 

. the pass, occupying it with a military torce; 
and to have taken possession of the mountain 
. commanding the road, whence he might, ,vith
out difficulty or danger, have either'repulsed or 
crushed 'an invader. He, 'how'ever, leaving a 
"\veak company in the pass, returned to devas
tate that.'country which it was his office to pro
tect from' plunderers. 'This induced the party 
~eft, ' c9nceiving themselves betrayed, not even 
to wait till the enem'y'came in sight, though' the 

, post· w~s'. tenable by a smaller number. For 
Ci.li~ia is enclosed bya continued chain of crag

" ~"';'The . ~riginui is, igrte ferroque Ciliciam ~astct; a current 

J>~rase mustb~ h~re used inadvertently, as a commander, apprehen
-sive ofheing obliged to a.bandon a country, though he may from P?
licy set at. work many engines of destruction, cannot be supposed to 
put the illqabitants to the -sword. . 
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gy and steep mountains,which rising from one 
part· of the coast, is prolonged in the form of a 
-bo,v till,it reaches the -margin of the sea at the 
opposite angle. Through this ridge there,are 
three passes, . craggy and extremely confined: ,in 
that part ,vhich, by an inland curvature, retires 
the farthestfroffi,the sea, on the north as-it ,re:
spects the province enclosed" is the' pass to C.ili
cia*. That part, of Cilicia,vhich lies toward 
the sea, is level, and is ,vateredby Inultiplied 
strealns, of ,vhich the most considerable are the 
rivers Pyramus 'and Cydnus. 

10. The Cydnus is not so retnarkable for the 
breadth of its cJ1annel, as ~or the clearness of 
its ,vater; for, descending gently from' its 
'source, ,it is received' into a pure soil; nor do 
any torrents disturh it, by rushing down into 
its equable current :-while it flo,vs thus, un
mixed, all the way to the sea, the sensibly-cool 
,shade of trees on each bank give it a telnpe· 

.. The text does not exactly correspond with the original, Per 
.ho~ dorsum, qua maxime introrsum mari cedit, asperi tres aditus et 

perangllsti sllnt, quorum uno Cilicia intranda est: but the passage 
'evidently labours'tmder some omission; and the translator has sup
plied a few }vords, to reconcile it with Strabo and lvith moderp 
maps; for each of the two remaining passes, which are not particu
larly pointed out by'Curtius, (the streits of Amanica, !eading on the 
:East to Issus; and the streits of Syria, leading on the South to that 
province,) so contrary to being remote from the shore, is contiguous, 
.and gives name to a }U\rbour.--See STR.AnO, lip, ~i". . 

.U 2 
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rature delightfully refreshing :-these are the 
causes of its extreme clearness and constant 
coldness. Though time had dissolved 'many 
ancient monuments of Cilicia, [and the neigh
bouring country,] of which the splendid fanle 
survives in the poets; yet the contemplatist 
might still behold the ruins of the cities Lyr
ilessus and Thebes, or descend into the cave of 
Typhon. The Coryciall grove is interesting to 
the naturalist, because it still produces saffron 
of superior quality: ,vhile Inost of the other lo
cal curiosities have only a traditional existence. 

Aiexander, having entered this gate toCili
cia, and examined all the advantages of the po
~ition, is represented to have expressed satisfac
tion and admiration at his good fortune; con~ 

fessing, 'That he, with his army, might have 
, been crushed by the loose masses of stone~ had 
, there been hands to have propelled them from 
, the Inountainonthose passing underneath.' 
The avenue ,vould scarcely admit four armed 
men to march abreast; the ridge of the rock 
hung projecting over the track,which ,vas not 
only "confined, but in luany places broken up, 
by the numerous nleanderit~g rivulets ,vhich 
spring from the bases of the hills. 

The leader of the Greeks and J.\tlacedonians,. 
therefore, ordered the "light-armed Thracians to 
lead the van, and to penetrate into all the ways, 
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.lest an ambuscade. ofth.e enelny should surprize 
the forces marching through. He also detached 
a company of ~rchers to occupy the sllmnlit of 
the mountain, instructing them to advance ,vith 
their bows bent, not as in a march, but an en
gagelnent. In this order, he reached the city 
of Tarsus, which. the Persians had fired, expect
ing that that seat of opulence must fall to the 
invader. But the king, who had sent Parmenio 
forward,vith a light detachment to arrest the 
conflagration, apprise~ that the enemy had. fled 
on the approach of his lnen, entered the _ to'V11 
,vhich he had saved from clestruction. 

CHAP. V. 

The king, hathing in the Cydnus., is seized W~t1l a 
sudden illness. He desires from his ·physicians 
a decisive 1"emedy. 

II. TIlE river Cydnus, above described, flows 
through this city. It ,vas then SUlnlner; in 
w·hich season, the steaming rage of the sun i$ 
no where more felt than in the sultry climate of 
Cilicia; and it was the hottest tilne of the ~ay. 
The clearness of the stre~nl inyited the king to 
lave the s,veat and du&t fro~ his over!"he~ted 
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frame. Having, therefore, taken off his dress, 
l1e, in the sight of the army, (conceiving it 
would be a worthy trait, to sho\v that he ,vas 
satisfied w-ith those personal accolnnl0datiolls 
w4ich ,~ere in the reach of all,}. ,vent into the 
river. He had hardly entered it, \vhen a sudden 
horror seized his liInbs, he turned pale, the vital 
heat altnost forsook his body. Like one expir
ing, he ,vas taken out by his attendants, ,vho 
~arri~d ~im, in a state of insensibility, to his 
tent. 

The camp, afflicted 'almost as deeply as 
~ourners for the dead, lamented, \vith tears, 
their leader. "In the midst of' a rapid course 
~, of v~ctory, the brightest military genius, of 
~, any age is snatched fronl us, losing his lif~
~, not in battle, penetrated by the ,veapol1s of 
" the enemy, but b~thi~g securely in a placid 
"river. Darius, who is approaching, 'v~ll have 
" all the advantages of a conqueror ,vithout 
tI having met his antagonist. As a vanquished 
" army, we must retrace our steps over those 
4' countries which we have recently subdued. 
H Should no enenlY harass our retreat through 
" tracts ,vhich ,ve,' or the Persian conl111anders, 
" have desolated, yet fanline and every ,vant 
lC ,vill cause us to perish in these imnlense un
~, peopled ,vilds. Who ,vill conduct our re
H turn? Who w"i\l presunle to comlnand us, 
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" after Alexander? Admit ,ve reach the Helle
" spont, who ,vill provide a fleet to 'transport 
" us across?" Then regretting Alexander on' 
his own account, they exclaimed: "That flower 
" of youthful kings has drooped; death hath 
'" silently crushed that athletic spirit, our great 
'" leader and con1panion in arms !" 

12. In the 11leantime, the king began .to 
breathe more freely, to open his eyes, and,· by 
degr~es re.covering his senses, . to know his at
tendants: but his malady seelned only in this 
particular abated, that he 'vas conscious of its 
violence. The' nlorbid state of his body op
pressed his mind, ,vheri contemplating the con
sequences. Havftlg received' inforulation that 
Darius ,vas but five days' nlarch frOlll Cilicia *, 
this agonizing thought suggested itself, that he 
should be ,delivered, bound in the fetters of 
sickness, to the enemy,-.that ,vith an opportu~ 
nity of complete victory in his hand, too para
lysed t to grasp it, he should die ob&curely and 
ignobly in his tent. lJaving 5Ulll11loned to his 

* The inform.'ltion was inaccurate-or nt least the lrulguid ad
'Vance of Darius tends to discredit it, as th.e Persian IJ~onar.ch was 
nearly two months before he reached Is?us. 

t The translator has exercised some freedom here; because the 
lpntam ,victoriam eripi sibi e manibus of the original, confessedly 
more spirited, is too much so to agree with the other parts of this 
melancholy anticipation; nor does it exactly depict the situation in 
l.vhich Alexander would, in fact, ·hm'e been. 

http:IJ~onar.ch
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presence as well his friends as his physicians, he 
spoke to this effect. "You perceive the criti~ 

" cal situation of affairs in which fortune has 
" surprized me. I already hear the rattling of 
" the enemy's arms: and I, ,vho have been 
" hitherto the assailant, anI challen ged by hinl 
" to the battle. When Darius transmitted those 
" arrogant orders *, it ,vould appear that the 
" genius controulingmy fortune had been of 
" his council,-but to no avail, if I Inay be 
" permitted to prescribe for, nlysel£ My case 
" requires neither tardy relnedies, nor tiln?
" rous physicians: Though I were to die frool 
" a decisive course, it ,vere better than to reco." 
" ver slowly; therefore, if the medical art has 
(' any powerful resources, let my friends ,vho 
" profess it understand, that I do not seek so 
" lnuch an escape from dissolution, as a rcnl~dy 
~, for the stagnating ,var." This inlpatient te
merity struck all his attendants ,vith concern, 
,vhich made each personally entreat of the king~ 
, That he would not aggravate his danger, by 
, precipitation, but conform to the directions of 
, his physicians;' adding, ' that there ,vas cause 
, to suspect untried remedies, since the enemy 
~ had employed the temptation of money upoll.; 
'his domestics for his destruction;' (Darius. 

'* See ante, p. 191. 
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had offered, by proclamation, a thousand talents 
to that nlan ,vho should kill Alexander;) 'on 
, ,vhich account, they did not believe, that any 
, iperson 'would venture to Inake trial of a pre~ 
, paration, ,vhich, by its novelty, l11ight excite 
~ distrust.' 

CHAP. VI. 

Interesting scene bet'tveen A le.vander and his phy... 
siciall, Philip. The Icing recovers. The army's 
'attachment to him displayed. 

13. AMONG the eminent physicians In the 
train of Alexander, ,vas Philip of Acarnania, 
whom genuine friendship and intense loyalty 
attached to his master: having had the charge 
of the prince's health, ,,,hen a child, he loved 
Alexander not InereIy as his king, but as his 
foster-son. This nlan undertook to compound 
~ medicine, not too violent, but possessing suffi
cient activity to expel the disease. This pro
Inise pleased no one, but hinl at ,vhose hazard 
it 'vas to be performed :-he preferred all extre
mities to delay; the Persians dra'wn up for 
lJattle ~ver~ before his eyes, and he considered 
that, to obtain victory, he need l11erely take his 
station before the l\lacedonian colours :-that 



QUINTUS CURTIUS. Book Ill.298 

part of the comn1unication which he heard with 
dissatisfaction \vas, for this the physician added, 
H Before it ,yill be proper to a(hninister' the 
" draught, three days nlust elapse." 

In the meantin1e the king receives a letter 
from Pannenio, aInong his purpled * chiefs the 
highest in his .confidence, admonishing hiln not 
to entrust the care of his health ,vith Philip; 
for that Darius had corrupted hiln, by promis
ing hinl a thousand talents, and by amusing 
hitn with the expectation of his daughter in 
marriage. This intimation Inade the king's 
mind the seat of ~nxiety and perplexity: he 
balanced within himself the suggestions of sus
picion and the 1110tives to confidence: "S11all I 
H persevere in the detennination to take the 
" pl'eparation-should it be charged ,vith poi
" son, shall I not be deemed to deserve the re
'( suIt? Are not there grounds to distrust 
H the fidelity of nly physician? But shall I 
." linger here, that Darius lllay crush me in lny 
" tent? It is nobler for Alexander to die .by 
" another's perfidy, than through his own (liffi
(' dence." Long did clashing surmises and rea
~onings fill the king's divided mind. vVithout 
revealing to anyone the contents of the letter, 

.. It appears 'that Alexander allowed to some of his governors 

and captains the distinction of wearing purple, which was usually 
~nfined to kings. 
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be se~led it ,vith his ring and laid it under his 
pillo\v. 

14. After two days of doubt and agitation, 
dawned the morning appointed· by the physi
cian. Philip entered, bearing the cup ,vhich 
the last resources of pharmacy had ilnpregnated 
,vith decision., Alexander, seeing him, raised 
himself upon his elbo\v, and holding Pannenio's 
letter in his left lland, to~k the l1lixture, and 
drank it off' \vith COnlposure: he, then, gave 
the letter to the suspected physician, who read 
it by his desire,-Alexander c10sely observing 
his cou'ntenance,persuaded that, if he \vere a 
traitor, he should there detect conscience "rrith
iug ,vith guilt. Philip, having read the letter, 
displayed more indignation than fear; and, 
flinging do,vn his c1oak, \vith the letter at the 
bed-side, he said: "Sir! nly life has ~lways de
" pended on your l\1ajesty; but now, the breath 
" ,vhich passes those sacred lips is the vital 
" breath of us both. As for the treason charged 
" against tne, your recovery ,viII acquit me. 
" '''hen. I shall have saved your life, I appea! 
" to your goodness to continue 'uline. In the 
fo' lllcantime, sufter the potion to diffuse itself 
" through your veins; and, dislnissing all dis: 
I' trust, recal cheerfulness to your nlind, \vhieh 
~, the unseasonable anxiety and officious zeal of 
~. your friends h~ve disturbed." This speech 
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not only restored the king to composure, but 
raised his spirits and renewed his hopes. He 
answered: "If the gods, Philip! had granted 
" thee a test of Iny disposition to\vards thee, 
" thou ,vouldst have chosen SOlne other: but 
cc thou couldst not have ,vished for a more de
" cipive proof oflny confidence: no~withstand
" ing the letter, you have seen nle take your 
H preparation; and, be assured, that I ,vait the 
" effect, not less solicitous ~hat it may vil1di
" cate your fidelity, than that it may conduce 
H to Illy recovery." Having thus said, the l1ero 
gave the physician his hand. 

15..l\s soon as the medicine began to ope
rate, alarming synlptoms in the patient seenled to 
countenance Parmenio's accusation. Alexander 
s\vo~ned; his respirat~on became difficult, and 
scarcely proceeded: The attentive physician. 
Oll1itted no application that his skill suggested: 
,vith fomentations, he sought to a,vaken the 
irritability of the body; ,vith the odour of meats 
and ,vine, he invited back the senses. "Vhen he 
perceived the king returning to himself, he re
minded hin1 of his 1110ther and sisters, and in
troduced the anhnating subject of the great ap
proaching victory. 

'Vhen the penetrating mixture had circu
lated through the veins of Alexander, and ex
tended its effects to every part of his frame, 
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there succeeded evident indications. of return... 
ing health. First his mind resumed its vigor; 
th~n his body, in the progress of recovery, ex
ceeded expectation.. In three days' time he 
sho'wed himself to the army; gratified to see 
him, nor less eager to behold Philip, ,vhorn 
everyone pressed by the hand,· and thanked as 
a divinity. . 

Besides the national veneration for the mo
narch, ,vhich ,vas a characteristic of the Mace
donians, they had a personal admiration and 
love for Alexander, ,vhich . language is inade
quate to describ~. A principal ground o( that 
a.dmiration was,-that he appeared to have em
~arked in no tindertaking ,vithout the assist
ance of the Deity; and as victory had attended 
his enterprizes, his tenlerity had contributed to 
his glory. In addition to this, his inlll1ature 
age, which, previous to his gTeat actions, had 
been naturally deelned unequal to such perfonn
ances, reflected on them the greater lustre. 
Other traits, less dazzling, had endeared him to 
the soldiers in the ranks; his perfonnance of 
gynlnastic exercises in the 1;nidst of them; his 
moderation in apparel, 'and in the aCCOlnUl0da
tiol1s for his individual lodging, and refresh
lnent, little superior to those of the private 
men; ,his martial vigor and hardihood. Thes~ 

gifts from nature, or acquisitions from educa
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tion, l1eld the hearts of the army to Alexander, 
by bands, in \vhich love 'and respect \vere equal
ly interwoven. 

CHAP. VII. 

Darius advances' toward Cilicia. Festivals in }LO

?lour qfAle.:rander's recovery .. Victory in Ca.. 
ria. P armenio returns from a successful e.vpe· 

'dition to Isms: the army marches thither. C((i6 
lastrophe ofSisines. 

16. DARIU'S, informed of Alexander's indis
position, moved ,vith as much expedition as his 
immense army ,vould permit, to the banks of 
the Euphrates: 'having laid bridges over that 
river, .in five days he had cOriveyed his forces 
across, hastening to anticipate Alexander i~ 

Cilicia. 

But Alexander, 'with restored health and vi. 
gOl', had reached the city SoIre: [Solon:] hav
ing reduced it, he l.evied a contribution of two 
hundred talents, and placed a garrison in the 
citadel. . l-Iere, in discharge of VO\VS offered on 
~ccount of his recovery, he devoted an interval 
to sports and festivities, in honour of .iEscula
~ius and lVIinerva: this security displayedhi~ 
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contempt for the Barbarians. ,\Vhile celebrating 
these pageantries, he is gratified by tntelligence 
from Halicarnassus,· that the Persians had been 
defeated by his lieutenant, and that the inhabit .. 
ants of Myndus and Caunus, and of several 
other districts of Caria, had submitted to his 
governluen t. 

The series of games and spectacles being 
completed, he broke up his canlp; and having 
thr<Hvn a bridge over the Pyramus, advanced to 
Mallos. From this city he proceeded to that 
of Castabala, ,vhere he ,vas joined by Pannenio, 
,vholn he had detached· to examine the pass of 
the forest, through which he ,vas to penetrate 
to the city Issus~ Parmenio, ha'fing seized 
this streit t, ,vhich he 'left in charge .of a com ... 
peten~ force, had proceeded to occupy IssusJ 

,vhich the inhabitants had abandoned; then ad
vancing further, he dislodged the fugitives from 
their strong recesses in the mountains :-Having 
secured all the posts by garrisons, and by a guard 
at the defile, he returned to Alexander, bDth the 
achiever and the herald of these successes. 

'17. lIereupon the king led the army to 
Issus, where he debated, in council, whether it 

.. It would appear that he sent out this detachment ,while he W{l.S 

confined by sickness; which, according to Arrian; interrupted hot 
;hesi subordinate operations. 

t That of Amauus} leadiui ~mstward to SJria. 
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l>ehoved him to prosecute l1is nlarch, or a,vait 
there the junction of the ne\v levies hourly ex
pected from Macedon. Parnlenio declared it to 
be ihis opinion, ' That Alexander could not se
, lect a more eligible position to give battle in, 
, since it ,vould reduce the fo'rces of both kings 
, to all equality, as the streits denied passage to 
, a multitude. That it concerned the l\1acedo
, nians ~o avoid plains and open levels, ,vhere 
, they Inight, be surrounded, and crushed by an 
, attack at once on the front and rear. In that 
, case, he did not apprehend that their defeat 
, \vould be the effect of bravery in the enemy, 
, but of fatigue ill themselves; for the Persians, 
, in a spacious field, could be incessantly're
, lieved by fresh troops.' Counsel of this .sage 
and salutary character ,vas readily entertained: 
therefore Alexander determined to ,vait at the 
pass of the jorest * for the enenlY. 

There ,vas in the l\tfacedonian arnlY a Per
sian, nanled Sisines, whom the governor ,of 
Egypt had formerly employed on a mission to 
Philip. This man, being courted by _ gifts an<l 

~ Otherwise called ~he pass of Amanus. Subsequently, however, 
lle changed his feature bf the plan, without departing from its spirit 
or principle: Alexander was penetratiug into Southern Syria, by the 
pass called the gates of Syria or Cilicia, when Darius reached the 
defile of Amanus and the city of Issus: both whi£h the Persians 

found abandoned, or feebly defended, by the Macedonians.-Se(} 
below, chap. viii. 
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promotions, abjured his native connections, and 
settled in l\facedon. In the expedition against 
..A.sia, attending ,Alexander,-' he ,vas treated by 
the king as one of his companions and confi
dan ts. To him 3. Cretan soldier deli ,eel"ed 'a 
letter, sealed ,vith an unknown seal; Nabar
ganes, a satrap of Darius, in this communica
tion, e'xhorted Sisines ". To do sonlethilig ,vor
" thy' his quality and 111erit ;.. sonlething that 
" should entitle hinI to.~ high dignities at· tIle 
" Persian court." Sisines', pure and loyal in in ... 
tention; had often ,endeavoured to sho,v the let
ter to Alexander: but finding' him always en
gaged in in1portant affairs, and in preparations 
for the approachfng action, he a\vaited a conv~... 
nient intervie\v: this delay created a suspicion 
that he .,vas the instrument of a foreign' .plot. 
For the letter. had first reached the hands of 
Alexander, ,vho, having read it, sealed i"t ,vith 
an unknow'n seal, and desired that it sh'ould be 
delivered to Sisines, employing it as a test of 
111s fidelity. The Persian courtier, not present~ 
ing hiInse~f for a series'of days, ,vas considcl:ed 
to sllppress the letter froln an unpardonable Ino
ti ve; and he' ,vas .killed in his quarters by the 
Cretan band, no doubt under the orders of 
Alexander. 

VOL. I. 



506 QUINTUS CURTIUS. -Book 111. 

CHAP. VIII. 

Darius rtjects. the advice if the Greek mercena
ries. The Persians pass the streits if A manus, 
while the Macedonians penetrate those if Syria. 
Darius pursues. Ale.vander marches to meet 
Darius. Terror qf the Persians. Jlfilitary 
dispositions if Darius in part described. 

18. THE Greek mercenaries, on whom Darius 
founded his principal, almost his sole expecta
tions, transferred frolll the con11lland of Pharna
bazus to that of Thymodes, had no,v arrived in 
~is camp *. Officers of consideration aIn~ng 
these, endeavou~ed to prevail upon hiln, '_ To 
, -retire, and gain the spacious plains of Meso
C potaInia: Of, if he rejected that advice, at 
c ~east to divide his ilnlnense army, nor expose 
, the e,mbodied energies of his en1pire, to be 
, -crushed in one battle, or scattered, never 
, again to be collected.' These propositions 
,vere not so ill received by the king, as by his 
n<?ble~. They 'urg~d, ' The duplicity, venality, 
~ a~d perfidy of the Greeks; 'vhich Illade it pe
e rilous to act from their suggestions. They 

~ Arrian stat~s, that they marched from Tripolis, whither a fleet. 
~ad sailed with them from Greece. 
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, had recommended . a partition of the forces, 
, that they Inight deliver up to Alexander that 
, army, ,vhich should devolve to their separate 
, management. And no measure of defence 
~ 'would avail lllore, than to surround thenl 
, with all the Persian troops, and cut them ·in 
'pieces, as a ,varning to traitors.' To this, 
Darius, .not insensible to the sanctions of hu
Inanity and religion, replied: "I abhor so fla
" gitious an act, as' the n1assacre of men rely
" ing on my protection, and engaged in my 
H service~ What foreign state ,vould hereafter 
" trust me with the lives of its citizens, ,vere I 
" to stain my hands ,vith the blood of so many 
" s01diers ? Weak advice ought not to be visit
" ed as a capital crime: if to deliver an opinion 
" be rendered SQ dangerous"ve shall have no 
"counsellors. Among you, ,vhom I every day 
" SllmmOli round Ine,. for . your sentiments, I 
~, find advocates of opposite measures; nor do 
" I regard those ,vhose, propositions. are most 
" judicious, as b~tter affected to me than their 
" colleagues, y,hose propositions I reject." Then 
Darius ordered the follo,ving answe~ to be re
turned, in his name, to the Greeks: 'That the 
, king thanked them for their good dispositions 
, to,vards him: but, ,vith regard to a retrograde 
, march, its effect would be to transfer his king
, dOlu to the invader. That lnilitaryoper~tioni 

x2 
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" dep·end. gioeatly . on reputation; and he Wl10 

, ,vithdraws, is considered to fly. That to en
e deavour to' protract ~ . the ,var, were.a· species 
~ .of folly' 1 because the ,vinter ,vas approaching, 
, . ,vhen it would, be impossible to provide. food 
t..forhis immense artny in a desolate country~ 
, alternately ,vasted. 'by his own troops, and by 
.' tlIe enemy. That to· divide his forces, ,vere 
.' contrary to the practice. of his ancestors, "rho 
~ ahvays brought out their ,vhole strength ,vhel! 
'. they hazarded abattle. And, in fact, the 1\1a
.~ cedonian,previously so formidable, .. at a dis': 
.'. -tance s\velling ,vith airy confidence,. no\v he 

.~. perceived Darius to be at ha~d, had resigned 
." :his temerity for caution; lurking in the de':' 
.'.files. of·· the forest, like those beastsf at once 
.' untalned and abject;, ,vho, on hearing the ad.:. 
'vance of passengers, steal in \voods to their 
t dark·· holes :--:-even ';ncHv, . counteIfeiting sick':' 
." ness, he. \vasdeluding his.o\vn soldiers~ But 
}. he. should riot longer" refuse to .fight, for Da~ 
f-,rius..,vould·seize·himin the den to \vhich llis 
;~ ..tainting~heart .bad ~arried hiIn for delay.~ 
.These magnificent vauntings· had a frail foun~ 
~dation.· 

.. \Vhile this ~nswer of the ministers, in the name ofDarius, em
braces topics 'not touched in the proposal of the Greeks,-the essen· 

'tin} suggestion, the policy of ma~nga level country the seat of warI 

'~eceives.no.repl!. 
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19. Darius, having '~ent all his money; and 
the treasures ,vhich he most prized, under a 
moderate escort, to, Dam;lscus, in Syria, marched 
,vith the rest of hjs army intQ CUicia; his con:
sort and lnpther follo\ving ,vith the rear-guard, 
according to the Persian usage: his daughters, 
also, al1d Httle boy, ,vere in the train. I t hap~ 
pened~ that th~ per&ian forces· came to th,e 
streits of AnlanU&, pn th~ sam~ night,that Alex;. 
ander r~ached the streita'whi~h lea4 into Sy~ 
;ria *. The Persians cQllfjd~ntly <;o~clud~d, that 
the Macedoriians were on the r~treat,-,b~cause 
the latter had abandoned their reJ::ellt ~onquest, 
Issus,-.and bec~use the for~er surpris~q, llnde~ 
a feeble guard, SOll).e &ic.~. ~d woundecl indivi-:
duals" of Alexander's' aJ1llY, who ,vere not able 
to proceed ,vith it, Parius, at the instigation 
of his nobles, exercishlg, the vengeance of a sa~ 
vage, caused the hands of the pris9rIerS to be 
cutoff: then, ,vith the ,voupds seared, h~ or
dered thetn to be led round his pamp, tllat they 
Plighf survey his f<?rces, and, having thQrough
ly observed every thing, report tQ.A.l~~an~~r 
,'what they had seen. 

D~rius, moving to a ne\v encampment, pa~8-
~dthe riverPinarus, in order to strike at tpe 
rear of the Macedonians, whom he imagined to 

'" See ante, p. 304, n. 
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be in full retreat. Meanwhile, the soldiers 

,vholn the Barbarians had Inutilated, arriving in 

the camp of Alexander, inform him that Darius 

is pursuing the track of the Macedonians w'ith 


. impetuous steps. The king cOlild not fully 

credit the information; he therefore dispatched 

a: smal,l reconnoitring party coastwise *, to ex· 
amine whether Darius had reached the neigh
bourhood of Issus in person, or 'vbether one of 
his ,satraps ,vere not causing a demonstration, 
to be taken for the advance of the ,vhole army. 
'But by the time the reconnoitring party had 
returned, the extended multitude could be seen 
at a distance. Soon aftenvards, fires ,vere kin
dled throughout the Persian canlp, which had 
the appearance of a general conflagration: The 
space ovel·',vhich the irregular mass had spread 
thenlselves, ,vas the more dilated 011 account of 
their cattle. 

Hereupon Alexander ordered his forces to 
encalnp in their present position t; exulting 
over the prospect of an action in thosestreits, 
the object ,vhich he' had devoutly desired. 

20. It is not uncon'lmon for the nlost san
guine to feel a moment of anxiety, when a de
cision 'w'hich deeply concerns them is on the eve 

;jI We learn from Arrian, that they went in a trireme. 
t On the Syrian side of the chain of mountains, having just past 

the defile. Darius may be contemplated as imprisoned in Cilicia. 
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of being pronounced. Such ,vas now the case 
\vith Alexander. Of fortune, under ,vhose ,vings 
he had been ,vafted to such a height of prospe
I"ity, he became diffident-and not entirely \vith
out reason; for the possessions \vhich she had 
transferred to hin1 relninded him of her fickle
ness. The reflection. occurred: ~'Only the cur
" tain of a night hangs before the event of the 
" Inighty conflict." Then he revolved the for
tifying considerations; " The prize far out
" \veighs the danger. 'Vhether I shall conquer 
" is doubtful - - this is certain, that if I fall, 
" it ,vill be ,vorthily, and lny D1C1110ry will be 
" embalnled." 

The leader of the Greeks and lVlacedonians 
ga ve a general order to the troops to refresh 
themselves, and afterwards, at the third \vatch olC<, 

to be at their stations, anned and in llJa:rching 
order. 

Meanwhile, he ascended the sun1mit of a 
iofty Inoulltaiil, by torch-light, and there offered 
sacrifices, according to the rites of his c;~ut1try, 
to the local genii or deities 1~. 

$ The ancients divided the night into four parts, equal with 
each other, but varying in length, according to the ~eason; and be
cause among military bodies, guard was mounted during each of 
these divisions, they received the name of watches; the third watch 
l}egan at_midnight. 

tIt was a receiv~d opinion among the Greeks, that every 
place had one divinity, or a plurality of divinities, peculiarly presi
Q;.ug ove~ it. 
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N O'w the trumpet a third tilne l~esounded, 
the appointed signal; the' anny stood prepared 
to' nlarch or to engage. . The comnlaud was, to 
lnarch in the quickest time; and, at the rising 
d~nvn, they had gained the streits \vhich their 
leader destined thelll to occupy. The advanced 
videttes no'v reported, . that Darius ,vas distant 
but thirty stadia. Alexander cOlnnlanded the 
troops to halt,. and, having put on his annour, 
dre\v up his anny in order of battle. 

21.··Darius, to ,vhom the affrighted peasants 
conlmunicated tIle arrival of Alexander, \vith 
difficulty credited that the fug.itives ,vhonl he 
,vas pursuing had cqm~ to int~rcept hiln. The 
unexpected: meeting appals his -soldiers, ,vho 
,vere·better prepared for Dlarching than for ao
tion: they start to take their \veapol1s; but the 
pr~cipitate bustle,vith ,vliich they run to and 
fro, in obedience to the incessant cry of " to 
" annsr' propagates theii' increasing terrors: 
Sonle indivi~uals cliJnb one of the heights in the 
chain, thence to view; the enelny ~ llUlUbel's are 
bridling their horses. This, in~ongruous ·anny, 
not nloving by orders e~nanqting ft.. o.~ a general 
'l~ader, ~was convulsed ~vith agitatio\1: and tUlnult. 

The first determination of Darius was to oc
cupy the ridge ofthe D;lountain 'vi~h 'part of hi~ 
,forces, ill order to attack the enemy as ,veIl on 
the. r.earasjn front: ,Fl'om.. a,station.. along the 
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sea-side, ,vhich covered the extremity of his 
right-,ving, he proposed that another body 
should take the enelny in flank: IV[oreover, 
t\ven ty· thousand archers ,vere,sent forward ,vith 
orders to pass:l(; the Pinarus, 'whose stream sepa
rated the two armies, and charge the invaders; 
-or, ifthat ,vere found impracticable, to retire t 
to the Inountains, . and thence steal upon the 
enemy's rear. But fortune, w~lich tl'iunlphs 
over hUlnan arrangements, rendered abortive his 
Dl0st able dispositions:. sonle divisions of his 
army, from co,vardice, disobeyed his' orders~ 
and some executed them to no effect; for ,vhere 
the parts fail, t1~e ,vhole is disconcerted. 

$ From Arrian it may he collected, that these archers did not 
pass the river, or passed and returned; joined by thirty thousand 
cavalry, they, in a position on its hither bank, in vain opposed the 
passage of the l\1acedollians, notwithstanding the· bank was craggy 
along 'a great part of the line, and in other places the Persians were 
pefended by an entrenchment. . 

t According to Arrinn, it was another body, of twenty thou
sand, who were instructed to occupy the mountain on which is the 
"ource of the Pillarus, whence they were to gall the right-wing, and, 

~s ~r as it co~ld be effected, the rear of Alexander. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Order if battle if the Persian main army. Ale.1:" 
ander's order of battle. Unsteady conduct qf 
Persian partizans on the heights. Macedon ian 
order ofmarch through the defile. 

2£. THE follo,vil1g ,vas the Pe~sian order of 
battle *. In the right \ving twas N abal'zancs 
\vith his cavalry, and about t\\Tcnty thousand 
sEngers and archers :-this part of the line ,vas 
strcngthened by thirty thousand Greek Inerce
naries commanded by Thymodes; these \vere, 
ili.disputably, the main pillar of the Persian 
army, and equal to the l\1acedonian phalanx. 
In the left, AristOlnedes the Thessalian directed 
hventy thousand Barbarian infantry; behind 
these, levies from the most ,varlike nations fonn
oed a reserve :-In this part of the line =~, the 
king in person, attended by three thousand cho

!if The troops mentioned in the preceding section seem to hav(! 
been a surplus force, which, not having room to form with the body 
of the army, Darius distributed ou surrounding points, ready to take 
ndvantage of circumstances 

t It will prepare the reader to understand the description, to be 
lIpprised that Curtius here speaks only of two wings, which being 
prolonged till they meet, absorb the centre. 

t Arrian places the king in the centre; according to the ancient 
Persian custom; but as one third of the left [see the last note] be
longs to the centre, both accounts may be reconciled. 
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sen horse, his usual body-guard, led fOl:ty thou
sand foot :-Near them were posted the I-Iyrca
nians and Medes, ,vith cavalry fronl the remain
ing nations disposed on their right and left. 

Before the arnlY, thus drawn up, there ,vas 
a vanguard of six thousand archers and slingers. 
Every opening in these streits ,vhere tuen could 
be introduced, ,vas filled \vith troops. The ar.. 
my of Darius, "rith its right-'wing touching the 
sea, extended its left to the chain of lllountains. 

23. Alexander stationed the phalanx (the 
l\lacedonians IJad no' description, of fOl'ce 011 

,vhich they more depended,) in the'van. Nica
nor, the son of Parmenio, cotnmanded on the 
right :-near hinl, in succession, 'v~re stationed 
Crenos, and Perdiccas, and lVleIeager, and Pto
lenJY, and·Anlyn·tas, with their respective corps. 
The left -\ving, ',vhich extended to'tt'ard the 'sea, 
\vas'directed by Craterus . and Parmenio; hut 
Craterus had orders to obey Parmenio. The ca
valry covered the flanks, of ,vhich they fonned 
the extrelnities; the l\faccdonians, ,vith the 
Thessalians, 'were on the right; the Pel0pOlll1e
~ians, on the left. Before the llJain army there 
,vas an advanced guard of slingers, jntersper~ed 
\vith archers, supported' by the Thracians and 
Cretans, ,vho ,vere also lightly anned. 

The' Agrians, ,vho, trained in Greece, had 
lately joined, 'vcre instructed to keep in· check 



QUINTUS CURTIUS. ,pook IlL316 

those ,vhonl Darius had sent fonvard to occupy 
the heights. The king had ordered Parmenio 
to extend his lines as £1r as he could toward the 
sea, the farther to remove the army frOlll the 
heights in the possession of the Barbarians. The 
latter neither opposed the Agrians ,vhen ap-r 
proaching, nor ven tured' to surround thenl whert 
they had passed, but fled in consternation on the 

'first appearance of the' slingers: their infirmity 
()f conduct rendered secure the flank of the l\Ia:
'ced,onians, which Alexander had been greatly 
apprehensive 'would suffer from expos'ure to the 
impending stations of the enelllY. 

The army nlarched [by its flank] thirty-hvo 
in a fife, \vhile the confined entrance of the 
streits would not admit a ,vider column: as the 
avenue gradually expanded, the infantry ,vere 
enabled 'to march with extendecl ranks, antI at 
length the cavalry spread out into their places 
on the wings. 

CHAP. X. 

The armies in sight, .Ale:rander restrains llis meJI 
from marching too eagerly. His address to'tlle 
different national hodies in his army. 

~4:'THE two armies, no\v mutually in ,~ie,v, 
,were, yet beyond the range of each other's arT' 



Cftap. X. QUINTUS CURTIUS. 317 

rows; ,vhen the van * of the Persians nlade a 
ferocious shouting; but not in unison, so' as to 
produce the effect ot a volley, The burst of 
acclanlation returned by the l\1:acedonians ,vaS 
so imposing, as to appear to COllle from an army 
superior :I« in nUInber; the l\Iacedonians, deeper 
embosomed in the ,voods and forests of the 
scene, ,vere indeed Inore assisted by the local 
echoes, w:hich reverberate and multiply every 
sound. 

Proceeding in the front ,vith the colours, 
Alexander ,vith'p.is, hand repeatedly made signs 
to· his nlen~ 'to restrain' their impatient steps, 
lest, at, the critical moment of coming up ,vith 
the enemy, their' 'accelerated respiration, inter':" 
rupted and exhausted, should disable theln from 
making a vigorous charge. Then, riding along 
the line, he delivered addresses to the troops, 

• II Vnn of the Persians.'; The original is pl'iores PerstI'. Many 
commentators have, in this paragraph, discovered a difficulty on ae· 
count of the acclamations of the Macedonians being represented as 
. the 10ude!'Jt 1 and have therefore been willing, by supposed emenda
tions, to reconcile the account with that of DiQdorus Siculus, [lib. 
xvii.] which makes the Macedoniulls first cheer. By' understanding 

'p"iores Perstr, -\vhich would appear to have been habitually con~ 
stl'ued " the Persians first," rather as a phrase,not indeed very mi. 
litary, for the" van of the Persians," an additional cause is gained 
why the shout from the smaller anny should exceed in dec·pne.;s and 
fulness; which; with the other causes in the text, seem quite' equal 

;to the effect. Indeed, if the power and intenseuess of the two \'ol~ 
leys of sound had corresponded with the size of the two annies,the 
'circumstance would have been too common to merit notice. . 

http:vith'p.is
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accolnmodatcd to the vie\vs and prepossessions 
of the several national corps. ' Ife reminded 
, the l\facedonians of their established bi-avery, 
, which had Ji1ade them the victors in so lllany 
, ,vars in Europe, and which had assembled 
, thenl under his standard, ,vith volunteering 
, zeal, ardent as his own, to subdue Asia, and 
, the renlote countries of the East. That, des
, tined t~ deliver the ,vodd, having penetrated 
, beyond the conquests of Hercules and Bac
, chus, they ,vere to found an enlpire, enlbra
, cing not the Persians only, but all nations: 
, Anlong their possessions ,vould be Bactriana 
, and India. That their· illunediate prospect 
, ,vas inconsiderable: but victory had every 
, prize in store. That the craggy rocks of 11
, lyricum, and the sterile tracts of Thrace, ,vere 
, not to be the re\vard of their achievements; 
, the. rich East offered her spoils. That they 
, ,vould find it scarcely necessary to exercise their 
, s,vords; for that the ranks of the· enelny, fal
, tering and alarnled, 11light be driven with their 
'bucklers. He apostrophized Ills father Philip 
, the conqueror of the . ..1. thenians; he bro.ught 
, into review their recent conquest, and destrne:, 
, tion, of the celebrated city of Thebes; he di
, rected their recollection to the battle of the 
, Granicus, and to the numberless Asiatic to,vns 
, which 'had been reduced, or had subulitted; 
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, in fine, all the countries in their rear lay pros
, trate under l\facedonian lieutenants.' Hav
ing then proceeded to the columns of the Greeks, 
Alexander represented, 'That the anny in view, 
, ·were. the Barbarians ,vho had made ,var upon 

Greece: he adverted to the insolence, first of 
, Darius, [flystaspes,] and aftenvarcls of Xerxes, 
, ,vho exhausted and devastated aU their water 
, and lalld*, leaving theln neither flowing foun
, tains, nor provisions. He desired thenl to 
, keep in mind, that hordes of Persians had 
, over-run and plundered their cities, and had 
, subverted and consigned to flames the ten1ples 
, of their gods.' But the Macedonian leader, 
,vhen he had reached that part of the line ,vhich 
consisted of Illyrialls and Thracians, ,vho ,vere 
accllstolned to live by rapine, thus spoke: "Be
" hold the army of the enemy! Ho\v the bos.
" ses of gold glitter on their purple ll1antles, 
" carrying not armour, but a rich booty ~ As 
" Blen, ad vance and rifle those \veak ,vomen of 
" their gold. Exch~nge your rugged piles of 
" ro~k, and barren heights, cold and pale with 
H eternal frost, for the luxuriant plains and 
" fields or" Persia." 

• An allusion to the tribute of earth and water which the Per.... 
pian monarchs arrogantly required from the Greeks, as a symbol of 
Ql.ledience. ' 
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C II A P. XI. 

Tile hattIe 	 if' Issus. The zt'ife and children td 
Darius are la/fen captive. 

£5. THE armi~s had approached ,vi thin. the 
ran~e of each other's darts,

, Ol!lmp. cxi. 4. '-' 
A. C. 333. ' ,vhen the Persian cavalry furiously, 

.iEtat. Alex. 24. charged the left wing of the Cl1e

Reg. 4. Illy; for Darius ,vas desirous to de... 
cide t~~ affair by the 110rse, sensible that the 
phalanx ,vas the grand dependance of the Ma
cedonians. At the same time, the ri2'ht ,ving 
of Alexander ,vas on the point of being sut~ 
rounded *: Alexan'def, perceiving this, ,vIllie he 
left two squadrons to' continu~ guarding the 
acclivity of the nlountain, adroitly relnovecl the 
others into the 11lidst of the conflict. Then 
detaching frOIll his line the Thessalian cavalry, 
he directed their cOlnmander to conduct them, 
by the most priyate .r~ad, to the rear of the 

" It has been related in chap. ix. sect. 23, that a Persian d~ 
tachment, occupying some height inthe chain, which menaced Alex .. 
ander's flank lchile mardliug ttp to engage, was dispersed: but that 

does not affect the circumstance of Alexander's right btillg nearly 
snrrounded when it reached the more open space where the battle 
took place; for the main army ot Darius, by its disproportionate 
superiority, must have greatly outflanked the lUaccdoninris.. ' , 
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army, there to effect ajunction with Parmenio, 
and prolnptly to execute his orders. 

N O\V .the . Macedonian forces, allnOst eri· 
closed by the Persians, ,vho had spread them
selves on every side, intrepidly·maintained -their 
ground. . They * ,stood, however, so closely 
locked together, that they could not cast their 
darts lvith freedom: the darts, discharged at 
the same moment, met, intermingled, in the air, 
,vhence they fell, a fe\v upon the enemy with 
feeble effect, the greater part innocuous upon 
the ground. Therefore, the Macedonians gal
lan~ly dre\v their s\vords, andcng'aged the Per.
sians in a close ~ght. Then it ,vas that blood 
,vasprodigally spilt ; in such . close contact are 
the hostile lines, that their thrusting and parry
.ing s,vords strike together; and they direct th~ 
points into each other.'s faces. N either th~ 
cowardly nor the imbecile can practise any illu
sion: foot to foot,each fights as in a duel, not 
moving from the spot, till by the death of his 
antagonist he opens a ,yay. 'Vhen thus enabled 

oJ The Macedonian heavy infantry, or phalanx •. The severe en
gagement which ensues,appears, from Arrian, to llave been with the 
Persian Greek mercenaries. The latter· perceiving, that, by the ra

,pidity of an assault which Alexander had directed against the Bar
barians, h~ right Jlad separated from the centre, rushed into the in
terval where the phalanx was disjointed. This desperate conflict 
proved. fatal to Ptolemy t~e son of Seleucus, and one llUndred and 
twenty iJ.ffi.cers of distinction. 

VOL. J. y 
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to advance, the fatigued cOlnbatant is assailed 
by a fresh enemy. N or can the \vounded, as is 
custom,ary, retire from the ranks; for \vhile the 
enemy press them in front, their- own men'lock 
them in on the rear. 

26. Alexander did not discharge the office 
of a gener~l better than he acquitted himself as 
a combatant, anlbitious, of killing Darius ,vith 
his own hand. The conspicuous height at 
,vhich Darius was seated in his lofty car, ani
mated his Persians to defend, while it provoked 
the Macedonians to ,attack him. Hence, Oxa
thres, the brother of the Persian monarch, per
ceiving that Alexander was p~netrating in that 
direction, interposed, before the royal car, the 
cavalry which he commanded: He ,vas, not 
more, conspiouous for the refulgency. of h~s ar
~our, than eminent for his vigorous frame, 
consllmmate courage, and loyal affection: he, . 
acted a distinguished part. jn defence of the 
king,· striking dow'n assaila~ts ,vIlo rushed on 
with tem~ri~y, and fQrcing the cautious to fly. 
But the Macedonians, ,vho encircled Alexander, 
so exhorted ~nd supported each other, that, 
with their leader, they at length broke into the 
column of the enemy's cavalry: then began the 
triumph of remorseless slaught~r: empurpl~q no~ 
bles of the highest rank were strew'ed round 
the chariot of Darius, having received a glori.. 
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ous death in the presence of their king: in their 
stations they had fallen fighting, all their wounds 
being in the forepart of their body. Among them 
might be recognized Atizycs; and Rheomithres; 
with Sabaces, satrap ofEgypt; who had respec
tively commanded powerful armies; heaps of in
fantry and cavalry, Qf less illQstrious -rank, or 
obscure conditio"Q, &ur.rolln~ed them. 

In this part Qf the neld, the Macedonians 
slain or disa~16d, were 119t numerous: but they 
were the mQst bo.ld ~nd en terprizing men: Ale~
an~er w~s. wo"n~ed_ in the right thigh with a 
sword. 

27, The horses yoked to the royal car, 
pierced with lances, and raging in oonsequence 
of the ~l\guish, shattered the yoke:ll: by their 
plungings, and were on the. point of dashing 
Darius froln his ul).steady seat,-r-whell: he, ap
prehensive that he should. fall alive into the 
ha~ds of the enemy, leaped down, and mounted 
a horse which had been held in readiness, inglo
loiollsly divesting himself of his arms and the 
ensigns of his dignityt, lest they should betray 
hilll in his flight. Then the remainder of the 
Per&i(J.ns, in consternation, ~ispersed, by what

• Jugum, which occasionally signifies ~he HARNESS, perhaps 
should here be translated the ~RANSVERSE DRAFT-BEAM. See a 
note on book IV. chap. ix. ~4. 

t His shield, his ~antleJ and his 90W, 
yfJ. 

http:Per&i(J.ns
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ever route offered escape; everyone casting a \vay 
the armour -\vhich he had taken for defence: 
Thus terror abandons the means of safety. 

Parmeniodetached a body of horse to pursue 
the fugitives; for it happened that these had all 
urged their course by his wing. On the Ma
cedoni~n right-,ving, ho\vever, the ,Persians had 
,severely pressed the T-hes&alian cavalry, and had, 
by 'an impetuous shock, broke the line on one 

, flank: but the Thessalians, wheeling about and 
rallying, returned to the attqck, and routed, 
,vith e~cessive slaughter, the Barbarians, ,vho, 
~~ the security of victory, 'had dilated in dis
order.The Persian horses heing loaded ,vith 
plates of armour, as 'well as th~ riders, their 
heavy squadrons could not form ~gain with 
sufficient celerity; ,vhde ,vheeling, lUany ,vere 
killed by the Thessalians. ' 

As soon as Alexander ,vas informed, that 
success on this flank cOlnpleted the victory, he 
commenced a pursuit, which h~ di~ not before 
oeern judicious. He had at ha~d nq more than 
a thcusand horse to lead on this service: but 
they made aprodigious slaught~r of the enetny : 
But ,vho, either in a victory or flight, counts 
and balances the forces P Th~ fugitives ,vere, 
~therefore, driven by this handful of men, like 
so many sheep; and 'the panic 'vhic~ pronlpted 
their tumultuary haste, obstructed their escape. 
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28. The Greek divisi9n of the Persian army, 
under the comnland of Amyntas, a lieutenant of 
Alexander, who had gone over to Darius, sepa~ 
rating thelTIselves from the rest, retreated in 
good order*. 

The Barbarians [w:ho had been opposed to ' 
. the 	Macedonian, rfght-,ving] .sought safety in 
various directions :, some fled by the direct road 
to Persia; some, taking a circuit, repaired to the 
rocky cliffs, and woody recesses, of the moun
tains; a small division penetrated to the camp 
ofDarius,-but the eneluy had anticipated them. 
The Macedonians found in the Persian camp 
every description of riches. Immense quantities 
of silver and gold articles, serving. for the pur
poses of luxury rather than of ,var, formed part 
of tlie bootyt. As the plunder of the soldiers 
acculnulated, they lightened themselves, by 
.stre\ving the roads ,vith packages of treasure, 
disdained by their avarice as ,vorthless, as soon 
as greater prizes could be seized.' The la\vless 

>11 Though they might, in the first instance, retire with Amynt.'\s, 
they subsequently dispersed. Four thousand joined Darius; [see 
book IV. sect. 1;] Amyntas carried four thousand into Egypt; [see 
book IV. sect. 5;] Eight thousand reached the sea-coast, through 
Cilicia, and returned tQ Greece.-See book IV. sect. 6. 

t The camp contained in money but three thousand talents, a 
g,reat proportion of the magnificent treasures of 'Darius having been 
removed, previous to the battle, to Damascus.-Gillies's Greece, 
<:hap. xxXYii.~ee ante, p. 309. 	 ' 
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conquerors 'had 'now reached that part of the 
camp appropriated to the ,vomen: the more 
superbly the Persian ladies ,vere habited, the 
more outrageously w'ere they stripped of their or
naments; nor were their persons exempted from 
the violations of lust. Passionate shrieks of ter
ror and lamentation resounded through the caInp, 
expressing every variety of distress and calami
ty, amid the perpetration of every kind of atro
city; for to every rank and age did the ,vild 
licentiousness and cruelty of the victors ex
tend . 

. In the scene stood a striking proof ofthe 
versatility of fortune; for the domestics of'Da
rius, ,vIlo had decorated his tent in all the Per
sian luxury and magnificence" these same' do
nlestics kept it' prepared for the reception of 
Alexander, as though they had been old ser
vants in his household. This was the only 
thing which the . soldiers left untouched, in 
compliance ~vith an ancient custom of preserv
ing the tent of the vanq~ished monarch for the 
victor. 

29. But those imperial captives; the mother 
and ,vife of Darius, a,vakened the sympathies of 
all the spectators. The age and the majestic de
portment of the fonner made her doubly vene
rable; 'the latter gained the homage of the heart 
by her beauty, ,vhich, under the unfavourable 
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influence of calamity, was still transcendant. 
She supported on her lap her little son, not six. 
years old, the heir so lately of that immense 
empire which his father had lost. The daugh
ters of Darius, t\VO blooming marriageable vir
gins, leaned on the bosom of their grandmother, 
deeply afflicted by the misfortunes which in
volved her ,vith themselves. Round the queens 
and' princesses stood a circle of noble ladies, 
with their 'hair torn, and with the splendours 
and ornaments of dress laid aside, calling upon 
the queens, by the titles " majesty" and'" so
"' vereign," w'hich had ceased to belong to their 
condition. The 'queens themselves, ~nlnin:~ful 
of their o,vn dIsaster, impatiently inquired in 
which wing Darius had fought, and ,vith what 
degree of success? denying that they 'ver~ pri
soners, if the king ,vere safe. 

At this time, Darius, ,,,ho repeatedly changed 
horses, had proceeqed in his flight to a great dis-, 
tance. 

Of the Persians, there fell in this action 
one hundred thousand-foot and ten thousand 
horse. On Alexander's side, there were [two 
hundred and *] thirty-two infantry killed; five 
hundred and four infantry ,vounded; one hun

• See ante, p. 3Q 1. n. Diodorus makes the infantry slain amount 
to three hundred. 
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dred' and' fifty cava:lry killed. At so small 
a price did' Alexander obtain this eminent 
victory. 

CHAP. XII., 


Ale:l,'andel"s banquet inter"'upted by an alarJn 
among the royal prisoners. Ale.vander buries 
the slain. Visits the captive queens. 

,~O. ALEXANDER, fatigued by a protracted 
pursuit after 'Darius, finding that night ap
proached, and despairing of overtaking hitn, 
returned, and entered the camp of ,vhich his 
lllen had' just before taken possession. The 
king invited his 1110St inth~ate friends, to a 
,banquet, at 'vhic~ the ,vouhd in his thigh, 
being but ski~l-d~ep, did: not prevent him froln 
being' present. In the llliddle of the entertain .. 
ment, the' corivivials ,vere disturbed by a sud
£len burst of dreadfullamentatioris from a neigh
bouring tent, ll1ixed \vith clissonant and dismal 
shrie~ings. The band, that kept guard at the 
king's tent, supposing it to be the prelude, to a 
greater commotion, took to their arms. The 
cause' of alarm ,vas this: the _piercing groans 
'and ,vailings escaped frolu the mother and ,vife 
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of Darius, and the other captive ladies, under an 
impression that he ,vas ~lain; for an eunuch, 
taken prisoner, standing by accident before 
their tent, ,vhe~ a lVlacedonian soldier carried 
along the lnantle of Darius, (thrown off by Da
rius in his flight, lest it should betray l1itn,) re
cognized the habiliment, and concluding that 
his royallnaster ,vas no lnore, reported his TIle
lancholy surmise, to the queens, as a fact. 
Alexander, 'informed of the mistake of the la
dies, is represented to have shed tears, conlmi
serating the fate of Darius, and sympathizing 
,vith the affection of his falnily_ As a herald 
to the queens of_con~oling news, he at first se
lected l\lithrenes, (who had surre,ndered Sardis,) 
on account of his superior' kno,vledge of the 
Persian 'language; then, reflecting that the 
sight of this traitor lnight a\vakel1 indignation 
in theIn, and aggravate their grief, he dispatcl1.
ed Leonatus, one of his nobles, to convey thenl 
an assurance, that Darius, wholn they lamented, 
,vas living., Leonatus, with a few of Alex
ander's body-guards, proceeded to the tent of 
the royal captives, and announced that' he \vas 
the' bearer' of a message froln the king. The 
donlestics ,~ho ,vaited at the entry of t1~e tent,. 
perceiving the armed attendants of Leonatlls, 
concluded that a tragi cal dooln awaited their 
mistresses, and ran into the tent, exclainling 
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that their last hour was come, for the king had 
sent soldiers to kill them. The queens, neither 
capable of resisting, nor of sUilllnoning resolu
tion to meet executioners, gave no answer, but 
in silence expected the ,vill of the conqueror. 
Leonatus, after having \vaited- a 10Hg time for 
some person to introduce him, ,vhen he found 
110 one durst come out,left his attendants in 
the front, and entered the tent alone .. The ap
prehensions of the ladies ,vere confinned by his 
rushing in, uncalled. The mother and the con
sort of Darius, falling at his feet, implored per
mission to bury the corpse of Darius according 
to the solemnities of their country, before their 
lives were taken a,vay; telli?g -him, that ,vhen 
they had rendered the last duty of humanity to
their' king, they should be ready to die. Leo~ 
natus answered, that Darius ,vas living, and 
that, with respect to themselves, they 'vere se
c~li'e of protection, and of being treated as 
queens, without anydiluinution of their former 
grandeur. Then the luother of Darius suffered 
herself to be raised. 

31. On the following day, Alexander in
terred, ,vith funereal rites, those of his soldiers 
~vhose bodies had been found: he directed the 
same respect to be shown to the Persiansl of 
highest distinc.tioll among the slain; pertuit. 
ting the 1110ther of Darius to bury such as she 
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chose, according to the'manner of her country. 
Sisygambis exercised this privilege in the sepul
ture of a fe\v of her relatives, in w"hich she was 
regulated by her present condition, apprehend
ing that the lllore splendid style in which the 
Persians solemnize funerals, might be regarded 
invidiously by the conquerors, ,vhom she ob
served to bury their dead ,vith comparatively 
little ceremony. 

Having finished the charities due to the de
"parted, Alexander apprised the captive queens, 
by a messenger, that he was coming to attend 
them as a visitor. Leaving his retinue ,vithout, 
he entered the te~t ,vith Hephrestion only. Of 
all his friends, this officer ,vas the highest in 
his affection; educated ,vith him, the, deposi
tary of his secrets. He, alone, ,vas allo\ved by 
Alexander to address him hi the free and candid 
language of a monitor; a liberty "which he so 
exercised, that it seelned rather to be conferred 
by Alexander than assulned by ~in1seIf. Of 
equal age with the king, Jle excelle~l him in a 
beautiful exterior.' Therefore the queens, sup
posing hiln'to be' the king *, paid hitn the ho
ulage customary in the East. No\v, one of the 
eunuchs, sensible of the impropriety, showed 
Sisyganlbis ,vhich ,vas Alexander. She, pros .. 

.... From Arrian we learn, that tbeir dl:(,ss was alike. 
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trating l1erself at his feet, apologized for' a lnis
, take ,vhich had resulted fi"Olll ignorance: she 
, had never before seen his ll1ajesty.' The king, 
lifting her up, replied: "You comnlitted no 
" mistake, nlyrevered 11lother! Hephrestion 
" likewise is Alexander." 

32. If the !\Iacedonial1 hero had' preserved 
the sanle moderation to the end of his life,-I 
should have . esteen~ed hhn to enjoy nlQre inter
nal satisfaction than he felt, ,vhen, ,vith every 
exterior sign of happiness, he ilnitatcd the tri
umph of Bacchus, 'after a victorious career 
through all the regions fron1 the Hellespont to 
the [Indian] ocean: - - Then he ,vould have 
subdued his pride and his anger, ,vhich became 
invincible maladies; then he ,vould not haY6 
embrued his hands in the blood of his friends 
at the convivial board; then he ,vould have re .. 
volted froln executing, ,vithout a trial, able 
officers, his companio~s in arms, who had con
tributed to his successes. '. Prosperity had not 
yet overwhelmed his mind: he bore its rise 
,vith equanilnity and stemming prudence: af

. ) 

tenvards, ,vhen it had s\ve1led to a flood, it 
s\vept away his self-controul. At this tinle, he 
so conducted hilnself, as to excel, in clemency 
and continence, all kings ,vho had preceded 
bim: To the royal virgins, whose charms ,vere 
ofa superior kind., his deportment could not 



Cltap.XIL QUINTUS CURTIUS. 53!} 

have been more delicately correct had they been 
his sisters. The ,vife of Darius he not only re
frained from violating, but he protected, by spe
cial regulations, all the female captives from in
sult. He directed every accomnl0dation to be 
provided fo,1' the royal prisoners: nor ,vas 
there any thing of their fortner magnificence 
,vanting, except a confiding- sense of perfect 
.security. 

Sisygambis thus addressed the conqueror: 
~, .You deserve, Sir! oJ;}. our part, the same 
" prayers ,vhich ,ve have beenaccustonled to 
~, offer for Darius; and you are ,vorthy, as I 
" perceive, of your superior fortune, because of 
" your superior clemency. You are pleased to 
" give me the titles of ' Blother' and ' queen,' 
H but I ackno\vledge myself to be your 
H slave. I could support the loftiness of my 
" vanished fortune, and I can submit to ~ly 
~, present servitude. It concerns your charac
" tel', that your po,ver over us should be dis
" played in acts of benevolence, rather than se
" verity." Alexander entreated the Inother, and 
the consort,of Darius, 110t to be dejected. Then 
l1e took the son ~f Darius in his anl1S, ,vho was 
so far frOln- being affrighted, though it was his 
fIrst tinle of seeing the king, that he put his 
~rms -round his neck. Alexander ,vas so affect
eel. by the child's confidence towards him, tha.t, 
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turning to Hephrestion, he said: "How glad 
" should I be, if Darius had sonlething of this 
" disposition!" 

S3. N ow, parting from the royal prisoners, 
he quitted their tent *. 

He consecrated,- on the banks of the river 
Pinarus, altars to Jupiter, to Hercules, and to 
1vlinerva. 

Then he marched into Syria, sending Par
menio forward to Dalnascus, 'vhere the king of 
Persia's treasure was deposited. 

If' Alexander \Vas never greater than after the battle of155u5. [Gil
lies's Greece, chap. xxxvii.] The city ofSolon, in Cilicia, though a Gre
cian colony, had discovered ardent zeal in the cause of Darius: to 
punish this apostacy from Greece, AI~xander demanded a heavy con
tribution from Solon. After the victory he remitted this penalty. 
'Vith the same magnanimity, he released the ATHENIAN prisoners 
taken at the battle of the Granicus, a favour which he had sternly 
refused in the dawn of his fortune.. [See ante, p, 273.] 
,. The Grecian ambassadors, captives [see infra, p. 339.] at Da

mascus, were conducted into his presence. Thessaliscus and Diony
~odorus, Thebans, he declared free, acknowledging that the misfor
tunes of their country entitled the Thebans to apply to Darius, or 
any foreign monarch, for relief. To Iphicr~tes, the Athenian, l}e 
!howed respect on account of his country and his father. Euthy
des, the Spartan, he detained in custl)dy, because Sparta sullen
ly rejected the friendship of Macedon: But as his forgiveness in .. 
creased with his power, he afterwards [infrn, book IV. chap. viii. 33.] 
released Euthycles. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

Account of the 'spoil and captives surrendered 
at Damascus, by the treachery of the go
'Vern01'". 

PARMENIO, having discovered that one of 
the satraps of Darius had obtained the start of 
llim in repairing to Damascus, and apprehend
ing that his small detachment might ,appear 
.contenlptible to the enemy, resolved to send for 
n. reinforcement. But it happened that his scouts 
took, and brought befo~e him, a Mardian, who 
delivered to him' a letter from the governor of 
Damascus, addressed to Alexander; desiring 
, That Alexander ,vould promptly send thither 

,C 'one of his generals \vith a slnall force.' The 
'emissary, who }lad' been detained ,vhile Pm:me:
nio opened and read the letter, added, ' That 
, the governor's intention, he doubted not, ,vas 
.' to deliver up to Alexander all the Persian 
, king's furniture and Inoney.' 'On this infor
mation, Parnlenio sent back the messenge'r, 
under a slender escort, to the traitor. The ll1es
senger, eluding those ,vho had the care 'of hinl, 
entered Danlascus before day-light.. This oc
~urrence disconcerted Parmenio, ,vho suspe'cted 
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an anlbuscade; and, there~ore, 'v~uld not ven.. 
ture to proceed ,vithout a guide. Having im
pressed some peasants, as guides, he, confidin'g 
in the good fortune of his sovereign, reached 
the city on the fourth day; ,vhen the governor 
had begun to apprehend, that his cOIl1mtInica
tion was not c~edited. Pretending, therefore, 
to consider the place as untenable, the governor 
ordered the money belonging to the regal trea
sury, (which the Persians call gaza,) together 
,vith the most val~able movables, to be brought. 
out;' dissimulating an intention to escape ,vith 
the whole, . but covertly designing to surrender 
it as a prize to the enemy. 

34. Evacuating the to,vn, he ,vas follo,ved 
by cro,vds, of both sexes, to the amount of sonle 
thousands; a painful 'spectacle to all, him ex
cepted, to ,vhose protection they had been com-' 
II\itted. To obtain the greater price for his in
famous treason, he had prepared fo~ the enemy 
a booty more acceptable than gold-the ,vives 
and children of several of the nobles and satrap's 
of Darius. At Damascus, too, resided the am
bassadors from the Greek cities, wh01n Darius 
had lodged, with the perfidious governor, in the 
citadel, as an ilnpregnable asylum. 

The Persians denominate those w'ho carry 
burthens on their shoulders, gangabce. These 
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men, unable to endure the cold *, (for· there 
came on'a sudden fall of sno\v, in' the Inidst of
a severe frost,) took the royal robes of gold and 
purpl~, ,which, as ,veIl as money, they were car
rying, ~nd put them on;· no one daring to op
pose them, for the mjsfortunes of the king em
boldened thev~lest w-,:etc;hes to insult his autho
rity, 

At a distance,' the multitude appeared to
Parmenio as no contemptible army: he, there
fore,.having in. a short speechex.hort~d his men 
to preserve 4 ste~dy front, commanded them to 
s~t spurs to their hors~s, and charge the. enemy 
vigorously. Upon this, those ,vho were carry
ing theburthens~ flung them do,vn, and. in ,vild 
alarm took t~ flight. The -soldiers, ,~ho -fol
lowed, particip~ting in the panic, threw'a,vay 
t~eir arms, and turned into the bye.,vays, ,vith 
,vhich they \vere familiar. The governor him
self, counterfeiting terror, cOlnpleted the gene
ral confusion. The plains ,vere covered ,vith 
the scattered imperial treasures-the cash pro~ 
vided for paying an immense anny-the splen
did suits of apparel of so many nobles and prin- . 
cesses-vesseJs of gold-.bridles ,vith bits, and 
ornaments, of gold-tents formed ,vith regal 

IJI The battle of Issus is hence supposed to have happened about 
the rq.onth of November. Indeed, Arrian states it to have bero. 

fought in the month .illttmacterion, answering to November. 

VOL.!. z 
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ll1agnificence-carriages laden ,vith riches, aban .. 
doned by their drivers; altogether, a scene dis
tressing to the plunderers, could avarice feel re
inorse. Among the incredible stores which opu
lence had accumulated through a long course of 
prosperity, draperies of exquisite' fabric ,vere 
seen torn by the roots of trees; other treasures, 
sunk into a miry bed, required to be dug out. 
There were not pillagers enough to grasp the 
spoil. 

35. Those who had been the first to t1y, 
,vere no\v overtaken; among them, many wo
men leading their little children by the hand. 
In the higher class of fugitives, ,vere three 
maiden ladies, the daughters of Ochus, a prede
cessor of Darius; fallen long since, from the 
splendour which surrounded their father's 
throne, by no small vicissihlde; fortune now' 
sternly aggravated their calamities. Members 
of the deposed and reigning families intermin
gled in the struggle to escape-the, ,vife of 
Ochus-the daughter of Oxathres, brother to 
Darius; accompanying her was the -wife of Ar
tabazus, the first nobleman of Persia, \vith his 
young son Ilioneus.' In the train of captives, 
lvere found the \vife and son of Pharnabazus, 

ill Between the reigns of Ochus and Darius, the throne was filled 
for a short interval by Arses, (or Arsames,) the youngest son of 
Ochus. See ante, p. 162. 



Cliap. XIII. QUINTUS CUR TIUS. ssg 
to ,vholn Darius had deputed the sovereignty of 
the coast; the three daughters ofMen tor ; to
gether with the ,vife and son of that illustrious 
comlnander, Memnon. Here, also, were nlade 
prisoners several Athenians, ,vho, contrary to 
the treaty with Alexander, had sided \vith Per
sia; Aristogit-on *,Dropides, and Iphicrates, 
each of high birth and distinguished reput~tion. 
The Lacedremonians, Pausippus and Onomasto
rides, with MoniInus and Callicratides, ,vho fell 
at the same time into the victor's po,ver, ranked. 
among their countrymen, as men equally con
siderable. 

The coined ~oney taken amounted to nvo 
thousand and sixty talents t. The wrought sil
ver was equal to five hundred talents in weight. 
There ,vere taken, bearing away burthens, 
thirty thousand porters, and seven thousand 
pack-horses or other cattle. 

But the celestial arbitors of vengeance 
promptly vis~ted ,vith punishlnent the betrayer 

• Arrian varies from Curtius in the names of the Grecian depu
ties taken: but among the prisoners subsequently made,at the L~Ltt1e 
of Arbela, he enumerates several mentioned in the list above. Ar
rinn names, no more than Iphicrates the Athenian, EuthycIes the 
Spartan, with Thessaliscus and Dionysodorus, Thebans, as taken at ' 
this place. 

t From the comparative smallness of this sum, commentators 
have supposed the text to be corrupted. One conjectural emenda

tor is willing to read SIXTY-TWO THOU:!AND. 

z 2 



QUINTUSCURTIUS. Book·/11.340 

of so much wealth.. For an individual, to whom 
the governor had disclosed his perfidious practi'1' 
ces, retaining, it. would appear, du~ allegiance 
to his unfortunate sovereign, cutoff the traitor's 
hea4, and carried it to Darius. This ,vas a sea
sonable satisfaction to the prince ,vhose confi
dence had been. abused: he 'va~ revenged of his 
enemy, and he perceived that fidelity ,vas n,ot 
extinguished in all his subj~cts! 
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BOO K IV. 

THE SIEGE AND D:F.STRUCTION OF, TYRE. THE RE
DUCTION OF GAZA. THE BATTLE OF ARBELA • 

• 

CHAP. 1.-

Darius escapes to the Euphrates. - Ale:i'ander ap
points a governor' of Syria. Letters- between 
Darius and Alexander. .Ahdalominul ratsed to 
the throne of Sidon. Amyntas, in an enterprize 
against Egypt, perishes. Antigonus de,feats the 
satraps 'Who invade Lydia. Hostilities between 
Agis and Antipater. 

1. DARIUS - recently at the head of sO
l)o,verful an army, riding in his car, more in 

. the Inanner 	of a victor in a triumphant proces
sion, than of a general advancing to battle
passed ,vith the hurry of-a fugitive through 
districts, once filled with his numerous co
lumns, no,v immense, unpeopled ,vastes. Fe,v 
lvere the attendants of the king; for the flying 



QUINTUS CURTIUS. Book lY.342 

army did not take one road; and as the king 
frequently changed horses, his follo,vers, desti
tute of that advantage, could not keep pace 
with hhn. When he reached Unchas *, he was 
received by four lhousandGreeks; ,vith these, 
he proceeded hastily to the Euphrates; sensible 
that those provinces, only, ,vould continue un
der his dominion, ,vhich he ~ould anticipate the 
enemy "i~. occupying t. 

In the meantime, Alexander directed Par
menio, ,vho had taken Damascus, ,vith its va
luable treasures, to secure as well the place as 
the captives by a vigilant guard: He made 
Pannenio t governor of Syria [proper], othe~

,vise called C-ce1e 1\. The Syrians, not having 
yet sufficiently felt the scourge of ,var, spurned 
against the new sovereignty: but their revolt 
,vas crushed ,vhile it ,vas rising, and they after
,vards paid a -rcgt:tlated submission. 

$ The geographical situation of this obscure place, in' some' co
pies n~med Orchas, has not been determined; the commentator 
Raderus supposes it to be the same place which Arrian calls Sochos, 
distant about two days' march from the streits of Syria. 

t Pursuing his march eastward, he crossed. the Euphrates at 
Thapsacus.-Gillies's Greece, chap. xxxviii. 

t Perhaps ParmeniQ was the temporary governor, while the army 
remailled in the neighbourhood: Arlian confers the. office on ll{e~ 
?lon, subjoining his surname, Cerdam(l$. But see the note, book JV. 

sect. !l1, infra. 

II Calc, equivalent totbe ca'tJern-like recess, alluding to its situ~ 
ti2il between the mountains Libanus and Antilibanus. 
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The island Aradus likew'ise surrendered to 
Alexander. Strato, the king :)(: of Aradus, p9'S:;. 
sessed, as ~yell, part of the continental coast, 
with some inland territory which stretched to 
a considerable distance. Alexander, haying' 
received these dominions into his allegiance, 
marched his army to the city of Marathos. 

Here was delivered to him a letter from Da
rius, of which the haughty style highly incen
sed him. What chiefly irritated hilU, was, that 
,Darius styled himself king, without addressing 
Alexander by that title. The Persian monarch 
rather demanded, than entreated, 'That Alex.. 
, ander would restore to him his nl0ther, wife, 
, . and child; .offering, for their ranSOlll, as ll1uch 
, 1110ney as all Macedon was worth. )Vith re
c. gard to the empire, if Alexander 'were so in ... 
"clined, he \vould contest it once more in the 
'field. Jf Alexander could be impressed by sa
, lutary counsel, he \vould be content ,vith his 
, o\vn dominions, and \vould retire from the 
,. frontiers of that kingdom which was the 
, rightful possession of another"; he would be~ 
, come the friend and ally of Darius, w ho 'va~ 

til- Arrian makes Strato-not the king, but the son of Gerostrat~ 
the king; stating, that in the absence of his father, who had joined 
the Persian aeetunder Antophradates with his ships, Strato negQ
ciated'the surrender ofArndus, and. of the neighbouring contiJlental 

cities, which Gerostratus himself, deserting the c~use of Darius, a~ 
terw~rds confirmed. 
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, prepared to interchange ,vith him ple~lges of 
1 • fidelity. 

2. The Macedonian king replied by a letter 
to this effect: 

" King Alexander to Darius.-That * Darius 
." ,vhose nante you have assumed, devastated 
" with slaughter the' Grecian colonies in Ionia, 
." together ,vith the coast of the Hellespont, 
" also inhabited" by Greeks:· then he trans
" ported his army across the sea, and· invaded 
" Macedon and G·reece. After him,-Xerxes, 
" a prince of the same family, attacked us ,vith 
" an infinite number of Barbarians; and though 
," he ,vas defeated in a naval 'engagement, yet 
" he left Mardonius in Greece, in,his absence, 
" to pillage the cities, and burn our corn-fields. 
" Besides, ,vho is not apprised, that my father 

• The word Celes, met with in ancient copies of the original, 
though it has perplexed the critics, is supposed not to have been 
lightly introduced. It may be translated the 'horseman; but it is 
uJlcertain to which Darius it should be applied. The commentator 
Rndern~ with Glareanus, reads it in the nominative case: as though 
Alexander had said, alluding to the trick by which the first Darius 
obtained the thr'one, " That Darius, the horse-jockey, whose nnm~ 
" you have taken." Freinshemius conjectures that it should be in 
the dative case, as belonging to Codomannus: "King Alexander to 
" Darius the,su'ift rider;" adverting either to his having been ori
gin ally employed under Ochus as a government-messenger; or, to 
the rapidity with which he escaped on horseback from the battle of 
Issus. As no sense in wllich the word could be applied, is worthy 

of the magnanimity ofAlexander, it seems proper to reject.it wholly 
froID the text. . 

http:reject.it
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" ,vas assassinated by those whom you had cor
ee rupted ,vith your money? You [Persians 1] 
" conduct ,var on an impious plan; for, though 
" you do not ,vant arms, you set a price on the 
" heads of your enemies. Thus you, [Darius 1] 
" lately 'vhile you ha~. that iuunense army,· of
" fered a thousand talents to hire a man to kill 
" me *. Not the aggressor, t· combat to crush 
" that kind of. hostility t. The gods, ahvays 
" auspicious to· the just, have already reduced 
" under my dominion great· part of Asia, and 
" given me a victory over you in person. 
" Though you have no clai~n to kind offices 
" fronl me, sinc.e you have not conducted your ... 
" self to,vards me by the la\vs of ,val', yet if 
" you COlne as'a suppliant, ,I proll1ise that you 
cc shall receive your Inother, ,vife, and children; 
" ,vithout ranSOln. I kno\y ho\y to conquer, 
" .alld ho,y to alleviate the calan1ities of the 
"conquered. Do -you fear to place yourself in 
It our power? Hostages froln us shall secure 
H the inviolability of your person, coming and 
." returning. For the futur~, ,vhen -you ,,,rite 

$ Ante,' p. 253. 

t The translator has moulded this sentence so as not to put it 
-on worse tenns with £'\ct than state declarations usually are: 'the 
original, Repello igitur bellum non infero, is diametrically opposite 

-to truth. To have been literallyforced into the field to df[lend him

self from attack, Alexander would have .deemed a reproach; and 

the beginning of his letter tends to justify the invasion of Persia. 
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" to me, remember, that, yQU are addressing 
" not merely a: king, but yQur king." Ther
sippus ,vas charged ,vith this letter. 
, FrQm lVIarathos, AlexanderdesceIided into. 
Phrenicia, .,vl1ere he received the submissiQn Qf 
the, tQwn Qf Bybl~n. 

s. Thence he IIIarched to. Sidon, a city cele
brated QIl aCCQunt of its antiquity, and the 
glQry reflected Qn it from its fQunders *. Strato, 
its king, was secretly sold to the Persians ; his 
recent submission had been rather a tempQrizing 
compliance with, the, inclinations of his sub
jects, than a voluntary act; therefore Alexan
der deemed him unworthy Qf reigning. The 
MacedQnian victQr authQrized HephrestiQn . to 
raise to. the vacant thrQne that individual 
alnQng 'the SidQnians t mQst distinguished by 
merit. HephrestiQn was lQdged and entertained 
in the hQuse Qf two. brQthers, young Inen Qf 
brilliant reputation amQng their fellow-citizens. 
To. them he Qffered the sQvereignty; but they 
successively refused it, on the grQund, that it 
,vas cQntrary to. the laws Qf the cQuntry to ele

• Respecting the origin of that, and Tyre, see below, sect. 18. 
t Justin agrees w!th Curtius, in laying the scene of this transac .. 

tioR in Sidon. Diodorus, relating a similar story, places the parties. 
in Tyre; Plutarch, in Paphos: these are evidently both inaccurate,: 
we have the testimony of An-ian, that Alexander pardoned Azehni
ellS, king of Tyre; and none of the origin(,l writers of Alaxander's 
life.ever conveyed hun to Paphoi. 
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vate to that dignity any other than a member 
of the royal family. Hephrestion, admiring 
that greatness of soul which induced them to 
slight ,vhat others elnploy fire and slaughter to 
obtain, thus spoke: "Fortify those virtuous 
" principles, till no,v without example, through 
" which you can perceive, ho,v lnuch better it 
", is to reject a diadem, than to accept it. 
q Name, however, some person of the regal 
" line, who' may remember, ,vhen he is king; 
" that he ,vas indebted for his power to you. ~ 
But though ,they witnessed many servilely 
courting the favourites of Alexander, and run
bitiously, grasping after the dazzling prize ,vith 
impatient ,solicitude,-they declared, that none 
deserved it better than Abdalonlinus, ,vho, 
though remotely related to the royal family, 
,vas reduced to ',york as a gardener in the sub
urbs -for 'a small stipend. flis penury, 110t an 
unCOlnlnon case, had resulted froll1 his probity. 
Intent 011 his daily labour, he had 110t yet heard 
the clashing of arms ,vhich shook all Asia. 

4. On a sudden, the hvo disinterested Sido
nians, bearing the robes and e~signs of royalty, 
ente~ the garden, from ,vhich Abdalominus ,vas 
rooting up the ,veeds. flaying saluted him 
king, one of thenl said: "This splendi(~ dress. 
" I bring in exchange for your sordid cover
" ing : 'vash froIn, your body its habitual dirt. 
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" Assulne the l11ind of a king; but, in yOU}

" merited dignity, ' retain' your frugality ,and 
"moderation. 'Vhen seated on the throne, 
" ,vith, the life and death of the citizens ill 
" your po,ver, forget not the condition in 
" ,vhich you \V'ere, ,vhen a sceptre ,vas placed 
" in your hand,nor the purposes for which you 
" aTe appointed king." This address affected 
Abdalo111inus as a dream: recovering himself, 
lle asked t11eln, if they were in their senses ?-
then, ho\v they could so wantonly ridicule hiIll? 
In the stupor of surprise and doubt, he show'ed 
no readiness to restore hil11Self to the elegance 
of cleanliness; hut passively submitted to the 
necessary ablutions, and to be habited in. an 
embroidered mantle of purple and gold. -In
duced by their oaths to believe thelll serious, 
and to be authorized to instal hinl king, he at 
length allo\ved thelll to conduct hinl to the -pa
lace. Runlour quickly circulated the transac
tion. Some it gratified; in others it excited 
indignation. The opulent acritnoniously dis
played to Alexander's friends the degrading oc
cupation and poverty of Abdalominus. 'Alex
ander ,ordered hiIn to be brought into l~is pre
sence: ]laving deliberately surveyed hinl, ,he 
said: " My friend, your air and deportlnent are 
" not at variance ,vith the account of your ex... 
" traction; allow, TIle to inquire "vith ,vhat de... 
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" gree of contentment you bore intligence." 
Abdalonlinus replied: "vVould to G'od I ll1ay 
" bem" the ,veight ofa kingdom ,vith equal 
" tranquillity! . These hands sufficiently mi
" nistered to my necessities: I possessed Iio
" thing; I wanted nothing." The ~lacedoniall 
king, perceiving in tIlls ans,ver indications of a 
noble spirit, not only ordered that the royal 
furniture of Strato should be· delivered to Ab
.dalominus, 'but also enriched him ,vith presents 
out of thePersian plunder, . and annexed to his 
jurisdiction, as king of Sidon, a contiguous 
·tract of country. 

s. l\lean,vhile, that Anlyntas, 'VhOlll ,ve for
merly'mentioned to have deserted the cause of 
Alexander for that of the Persians, effected his 
flight to Tripolis *, ,vith four thousand Greeks, 
who had, since the late b~ttle, adhered to his 
fortunes. Having enlbarked, he sailed with 
these troops to Cyprus. And observing how, 
in. that conjuncture of affairs,. everyone appro
priated \vhatever he could seize, as thollgh it 
were rightfully his property, he detennined to 
invade Egypt ; the enemy of both kings; veer
ing w'ith the versatile' aspect of the til11es. 
He exhorted his soldiers to undertake ,vith 
confidence this great enterprise, relninding 

'* This city and sea-port was founded by the united efforts ~f 
~hree 'cities} Tyre) Sidon) and Aradns; . whence its name. 
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'them, " That Sabaces, the satrap of Egypt, 
( had fallen in the engagetnent; and that the 
c garrison-forces of the Persians w'ere feeble, 
, and ,vithout a leader:' and he promised, 
, That the Egyptians, habitually dissatisfied 
, w'ith their governors, ,vould receive them 
, as deliverers,' not as enemies.' 

Necessity drove him round the circle of ex;,. 

periment; for when disaster has destroyed the 
first pleasing creations of speculation and hope, 
-'man, disgusted \vith the present, embraces 
ne,v plans, and ,vith sanguine impatience ex
pects the future. Catching this spirit, the sol
diers unanimously exclaimed: "Lead us where 
" you think proper!" Before. their ardour and 
renewed hopes could subside, Amyntas ,vafted 
them in.to the harbour of Pelusium; pretending 
to the garrison that he had been sent fonvard by 
Darius. Having obtained Pelusium, he pro
ceeded to Memphis. On the rumour of his ar
rival, the Egyptians, ,vhom national levity fitted 
for innovation, and disqualified for achieve
ment, assembled from the villages and towns, 
designing to cooperate ,vith him in expelling 
the Persian garrisons, The Persian garrisons, 
surprized and alarmed, did not, however, aban
don the hope of preserving Egypt. But Amyn
tas forced them, defeated in batt1e, to fly into 
1vleluphis. Froln the canlp which he had pit
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ched *, he then drew· off his victorious army, to 
scour and pillage the country; and as all things 
remained in the usual posture t, all the pro
pelty of the enemy was destroyed. At this 
conjuncture, Mazaces raised his followers from 
the consternation into which their late defeat 
had plunged thenl, by representing to them, 
that the invaders, elated by their recent victory, 
had incautiously dispersed themselves: he then 
exhorted his' troops not to desptlir of dislodging 
such as ,vere before the city, and regaining 
every thing which had been lost. rrhis counsel 
,vas not nlore seasonable than the enterprize ,vas 
successful. The _q-reeks, with their leader, \vcre 
slaughtered to a man. Thus heavy ,vas the re
tribution 011 Anlyntas for breaking his faith with 
the king to \vhom he ,vent over,. and the king 
frOin whom he basely ,vithdre\v his allegiance .. 

'* Castris positis. In a work where the ablative absolute perpe
tually recurs, a translator is in danger of construing it where the 
author intended a si~,ple ablative with a preposition implied. 

tThe original, ac velut IN MEDIO omnibus positis, hostium 
cnncta agebantur, is termed by Freinshemius .a hopeless passage: 
but, from the view of the translator, its obscurity vanishes, if he may 
l)e allowed to construe IN MEDIO, eitller to signify in the usual pos· 

tare, i. e. in a state of ~ecurity and peace; or as equivalent to in the 

open country, in contradistinction to fortresses, whither, had the in
Yasion been foreseen, the portable property might have been carried. 
The interpretation in the text differs nothing from a recognised 1U:· 

ceptation of media, if the word be regarded as an adjective, and ha.

/litu, or any substantive of the same import, be understood. 
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6. N 0\", the satraps of Darius, ,vho survi
ved'the battle of Issus-having, by great exer
tion, collected their scattered adherents, and 
made a levy of young ll1en froln Cappado'cia· 
and Paphlagonia-,vere struggling to reconquer 
Lydia. Antigonus, Alexander's lieuten~nt there, 
had ,veakened the garrisons by detaching from 
thenl great, numbers of soldiers to the king's 
army: but holding the Barbarians in contempt, 
he took the field against them. Fortune ,proved 
constant to the cause of Akxander.The Per
sians ,vere defeated in three engagements, 
fought successively in as ulanyprovinces. 

At the same tilne, the Macedouian fleet was 
SU1111noned from the harbours of Greece, to fall 
upon the ships ,vhich Darius had sent out under 
Aristolnenes, to retake the Hellespontian coast; 
and none of these escaped being captured or 
sunk. On the other hand, P,harnabazus, ad
miral of the chief Persian fleet, 'vhich comprized
a hundred vessels, exacted a contribution in rno,;. 
ney from the Milesians; then sailing ,to the 
i~Iands, Chios, Andros, and Syphnus, he in
trodttced garrisons into each, and punished the 
inhabitants of each by a pecuniary lnulct. 

• Hence it would appear-either that when. Alexander (ante, 
p. ~89,) appointed a governor of Cappariocia, that province was but 
partially subdued; or, that a portion of the inhabitants, taking ad
vantage of the difficulty of guarding, at once, many extended tract, 

of country, were now in a state of insurrection. 
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The ,var for universal empire between tlle 
two most powerful princes of 'Europe and Asia," 
affected Greece and_Crete. Agis, king of Sparta 
-having embodied eight thousand Greeks, wh~' 
had es~aped from Cilicia, and were returned 
home-directed his arms against Antipater, 
Alexander's lieutenant over Macedon; and as 
the Cretans. espoused this or that side1 ,their 
cities were garrisoned, sometimes by Spartans, 
and sonletimes by Macedonians. These ,vere 
trivial contests, compared to the mighty con
flict, on which fortune seem~d exclusively to 
attend, as 'involving the final issue of all the 
others. 

C HAP. II. 

Emhassy from the Tyrians. Commencement of 
the siege of Tyre. Alexander chastize~ the 
Arahs. 

'7. SYRIA subdued,-the Macedonians had 
dominion over all Phrenicia, excepting Tyre. 
The king was encamped upon the continent, 
from ,vhich a narro,v sea divides the city. In 
splendour and extent, Tyre disdained competi
tion ,vith any of the cities of Syria or Phre
nicia. . Without any dispos~tion to submit to 

VOL. I. AA 
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Alexander, it aspired to his alliance and friend
ship. Whilelts ambassadors \vere the bearers 
to hhn of a cro\vn of gold, the inhabitantshos
pitably conveyed to him a large quantity of 
provisions for his anuy. He desited his oincers 
to take charge of these, as presents from his 
friends. . He then, with an air of courtesy, in
fonned the .ambassadors, 'That he proposed to 
, offer a sacrifice to Hercules;' (whom the Ty.. 
rians adored as their' chief deity;) , that the 
, kings 'of Macedon traced their descent from 
, that god; and that he had been directed by 
, the oracle to that act of devotion.' The aIll

hassadors ahs\vered, 'That there ,,·as on the 
, outside the to'vn~ in the place named Palrety
, rus, a tenlple in which he nlight perform that 
'solell}nity.' This' answer incensed Alexander, 
,vho, on slighter pl:ovocations, could not con
troul his anger: "1 perceive," said he, "that 
" reposing on· the security of your situation" 
" because you inhabit an isiand, you despise 
" these land forces: but I will shortly sho\v 
" you that your place is part of the continent: 
." know', that either you must open the town 
" to me, or I will take it by assault." 

This declaration terminated tlie audience: 
some of the king's friends, ho,vever, strenu.. 

. ously admonished the Tyrian ministers, that it 
·would be politic to·inlitate the example of Syria. 
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and Phrenicia, and admit the king into their 
territories. The Tyrians, confiding in the 
strength of' the place, resolved to endure a 
sIege. 

S. The streit which .separated Tyre frOln the 
continent, was four stadia [half a mile] broad; 
it ,vas much exposed to the south·,vest 'Villd, 
which drove crowding ,vaves from the main 
sea against the shore: nor does any thing more 
obstruct the work by ,vhich the Macedonians 
prepare to connect the island and the continent 
than this ,vind. When the sea is unruffled, to 
construct the mole is difficult: but ,vhen this 
swell conles raging in, all the materials thrown 
into it are carried away by its violence. Nor 
could the pier be so firmly built as.to prevent 
the ,vaters from insinuating bet\veen the joints, 
corroding 3;nd sapping the work: and ,vhen the 
blast Inorefierce1y raged, the flo04 beat over 
the top of the pier. There ,vas another ditfi .. 
culty not less trying. The sea by ,vhich the 
city ,vas encircled ,vas ,Of great depth:l{:: thus 
against the -,valls . and to,vers battering shafts 
could be directed on1y ·from ships; and the 
ships, dislnissed,· ,vere at a distance :-.Seal.. 
iug ladders cou1d not be applied; for the \vall 

$ Its walls exceeded an hundred feet in height, and were eight
een ·miles in circumference.-Gillies's Rister!! of Ancient Greece, 
clmp. xxxviii. 

AA~ 
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running, strait as a precipice, down into the 
sea, left 'no baselnent on which they could be 
planted *., If Alexander had brought up his 
fleet, it might have been forced off by missile 
,veapons froDl the forts; 110r ,could engines 
floating on so agitated a flood act with pre
CISIon. 

At this juncture, an incident, not irnlnaterial? 
lieightened the courage of the Tyrians. Am
bassadors arrived from the Carthaginians, to 
offer, according to their national CllStolTI, the 
annual sac'rifice to Hercules; for Tyre't, which 
,had founded and colonized Carthage, was vene
rated by the latter, as' the parent state. The 
Punic n1inisters exhorted the Tyrians to defend 

'!II The original is, prtEceps in salum m.rus, pedestre interceperat 
iter: the paraphrastic interpretation of the Delphin editor is, mUl'i 
in mare usque procurrentes peditibus irtte1'cluserant iter; of which 
the translator cannot perceive the congruity or propriety; while he 
is not without apprehension for his own version. ' . 

t Authorities concur in ascribing the foundation ofTyre to Dido, 
while they dis'agree as' to the time~ "This probably arose," says 
Petavius, " from the building of the city having been a gradual 
",work, carried on at intervals, and finished in parts. As ft cor
" rection of the common sta~ement, I should date the emigration o'f 
" Dido into Africa in the 7th year of Pygmalion's reign. Bosra, 
'cc the name of the fortified town which she there built, the Greeki 
4' converted into Byrsa, to countenance the fiction which they add· 
"ed. Afterwards this place was called Carthada, as we learn from 
" Solinus; that is, the nero city: hence Carthago. The seventh 
." year of Pygmalioll corresponds to A. C. 890, Olle hundred and 
" fUUlteen years before dIe first Olympiad." 
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their city \vith tenacity, and Carthage ,vould 
prom'ptly send them sue-cours: indeed, at that 
time powerful divisions of the C~rthaginian 

navy cOlumanded several seas. 
9. Having decided 011 war, the Tyrians ~is

pose along the walls and on the towers their 
machines, distribute arms to their young men, 
and set in motion the. forges and foundries, 
sumiuoning to them the artificers, of ,vhich 
!yre contained a great nUlnber. . Providing 
grappling-irons, crows, and other instruments 
for the defence of fortresses, the ·whole City 
rung ,vith preparatio~s for war. At. one of the 
forges, as the ,vorkmen ,vere blowing the fur~ 
}lace, in which was a quantity of iron, streams 
of blood are represented· to have issued from 
under the flanles: . ,vhich the Tyrians in ter
preted into an ill oinen to the lVlacedonians. 
Further, in the Macedoniall camp, it happened, 
that one of Alexander's soldiers, in breaking his 
bread, observed drops of blood to burst from the 
inside: The king, not unalarmed,-Aristander, 
the most skilful among 'the diviners, ans,vered, 
, That if the blood had flown from ,vithout, it 
, would have portended disaster to the l\tIacedo
, nians; . but as it sprung internally, it ,vas a 
, pr~sag~ of destruction to the city which the 
f army ,vas destined to attack.' --l- . 

lIis fleet on a remote station, and ~ tedious 
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siege in prospect, ,vhich would materially inter
fere ,vith ,his other designs,-Alexander sent he
ralds to the Tyrians, inviting thelll to accede to 
peacef!!l ~ond~tionsr The Tyrians, in violation 
pf· the la,v of nations, murdered these messen
gers, and cast their bodies in to the sea. Exas
perated ~t the ~trocious ~rime,-the king deter
nlined to prosecute the

t 
~ieg~. 

But it is necessary, as a prelimi~ary w'ork~ 
to join by a pier the city and the continent. 
When this immens~ labour ,vas a$signed to the 
sold~ers, they became oppressed ,vith despond
~ncy; they deemed, that even with celestial aid 
they could not fill up &0 deep a sea~ ~ Whence 
, fould they fetc~ stone~ large enough, or tinl~ 
, ber of sllffi,cient length? It ,vould exhaust re
, gions to f~rnish ~at~rials for such a 11101e. 
, Should the narro,v channel be'tween the island 

1 ~. • 

, and continent be contra~ted, the sea ,vould 
, burst th~'ough ,vith ~ugmented fury.' Alex
ander, ,yho under~tood ho,v to lead t4~' minds 
()f his follo'V~rs, an~ounced to th~m, ' That 
, ~e~'c~les i~ a <lreanl, taking hi~ by the hand, 
, had app~~red to conduct 4inl into the city.' 
Alexande~' adverted to th~ murder of his he
ralds, in defianc~ of the laW5 qf ~ations; he 
asked his soldiers, " Wheth~r t~leywould s'ufi'er 
, ~ single town to arrest their career of victory?' 
He t~~n gave it in charge to his captains incli



Chap. II. .QUINTUS ·CURTIUS. $59 

vidually, to extinguish the spirit of murmuring 
in their bands. The animation of 11is follo,vers 
restored,-he commenced the work *. 

At hand, ·tlieruins of the ancient to,vn t, 
,vas ·an inexhaustible magazine of, stone; and 
lnount Anti-Libanus t supplied thelu ,vith ma
terials for rafts and \vooden turrets. 

10. Rising fro~ the bottonl of the· sea, the 
lllole had a.~r~adr s\f~lled tq the ma~nitude of a 

'* N.ot m~rely by i~uillg ol!~ers; but, setting a Pf?l'somil pa'ttern 

of ~xertion, p~ carri~d, at ~l~e ~e;d of his men~ ~ bill ~ll~d, with 
~arth. Polyten. Ub. iv.· . . . . " 

t A pec~liarity in the prediction, [Ez~kiel~ xxvi! 17,21,] " That 
" [the qrst] Tyre· sho,!ld be thrown into the sea; so that, though 
,~ sought for, i~ should never more be found," was not fulfilled till 

p~a.r t~ree ceJlt)lries afterwards, when Alexander employed part of 
the ruins qf tltis capital [destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar] to raise a 
stupendous moJe, reaching tllree quarters of a mile fi'om the coast to 
the walls of New Tyre, built on the ppposite island.r.-Gillies's His.. 
tor!} of the IVorld,j'rom Alexander to Augustus, vol! i~ p. 161. 

---~.. I-Jer lofty dames qp more, 

Not ev'n the rqins of her pomp rfmain; 


Not ev'n the dust tl!ey sll~~ in; ~y ~he breat~ 


Of the O~{NIPOTENT offelld~d, hllrI'd 

Down to the bottom of the stonny deep! 


DYER'S Fleece, book ii. 

Bom€? passages in the Sacred'Vritings, which predict the dcstruo
·t.ion of the second Tyre, are pointed out, ante, p. 262, n. 

t Libanus. Curt.-By a geographical error, he has confounded 
the two.-Anti-Libal1us, which begins above Sidon, stretches as far 
~,s Itur~a: whereas, Libanus, rising near the ancient Tripolli, and 

•extending eastward; is distant the '\vhole breadth of Ccel~Syri~ fro~ 
411t~-Libanusr 
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mountain *; still it had not reached the surface 
of th~ water; and the further it extended from 
the shore, th~ greater quantity of materials the 
jncreased dept4 of the sea absorbed. During 
the progress of the work, the Tyrians came out 
in their b()at~, and tauntingly reproached the 
Macedonlan~~ f Men so famed in arms, carry .. 
~ ing burde:q.s on their backs like pack-horses!; 
They al~o askeq. then1, ~ Whether Alexander 
( was superior to N eptqne?' These insults but 
stimulated the soldi~rs~ And no\v the pier be
gan to be conspi~uous above the w'ater, to ex.. 
pand in breadth, 3:1l:d to approach. the town. 
. .When the Tyrians sa'\v th~ vast diInensions 
pfthe pier, of which, whil~ ~t was in progress, 
they had not been aw'are, . they· ro,v{!d in skiffs 
:r~und the ,york, yet incomplete, ~tta~king with 
their darts those so~dier&whq 'wer~ upon it. 

$ Curtius says, that it had iucreased in alt~t«:dinem montis: but 
Arrian confines the depth of the channel to three fat~oms ; (a Greek 
fathom is, according to Herodotus, six feet; acco~ding to Pliny, ten 
feet;) there is, therefore, a departure from aCGuracy in the priginal 
phrase, unless there be authority for someti~es applyingaltitudo t() 
lateral inagnitude,-or unless we can suppose t~at a con'siderable 
mass of the materials, washed from the pi~r, but remaining in the 
chan~el, might have made it, through after~ages, comparatively shal~ 
low. The blocks of stone ~sed in the fou~dations of the two piers 
must have been favourable to the constant accumulation of shelve~ 

.of sand throughout the whole streit, 50 that no admeasurem~, 
taken in Arrian'~ time, could be a true criterion of the original 
depth. 
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They, ,vith il11punity, ,vounded several froln 
their boats, in ,vhich they could advance and re
tire at 'vill; and the Macedonians were forced to 
suspend their labour to defend themselves. The 
king, therefore, caused skins and sails to be 
hung up before the \vorkmen, to protect them 
from the darts; and he erected at the head of 
the pier hvo ,vooden turrets, ,vhence the Mace
donians might annoy \vith missile w'eapons the 
enemy's boats passing underneath.' 

At a· distant spot, the Tyrians, unperceived 
by the Macedonians, debarked sonle soldiers, 
and cutin pieces a party fetching stone. And 
an Arabian horde' attacking, on mount Anti
Libanus, Alexander's scattered men, killed about 
thirty, and carried off a fe\v prisoriers. This af
fair, concurring \vith a desire to avoid appearing 
to loiter before ~ single city, induced the king 
to divi<:le his army. He comnlitted the sie.ge to 

_Perdiccas an~Craterus; and Inarched in person 
with a flying detachInellt itito Arabia :1(: • 

. :if Arrian makes the excursion against the Arabs take up the time 
pnly of eleven days. . 
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CHAP. Ill. 

.The siege of Tyre continued. 

11. MEANvVIIILE, the Tyrians deposited ill 
the stern-part of a Jarge ship a 11eavy' pile of 
stones and balla'st,in order to cause its head to 
float high: they then coated it thickly ,vith 
pitch and sulphur:o)(:: urged fonvard by oars, as
sisted \vith a press of sail in a favourable ,vind, 
it ,vas promptly brought in contact with the 
pier. Having ~red the forecastle, those on 
board leaped into boats ,vhich attended to re
ceive them. The· fire-ship spouted its flames 
,videly, ,vhich, before they could be counter
acted, had seized the wooden turrets and other 
,yorks at the head of the mole. Those Tyrians 
,vho had escaped into boats, plied the works 
,vith torches and other blazing cOlnbustibles. 
The conflagration no\v invaded the highest sto
ries of the turrets, ,vhere son1e of the ~Iacedo
nians fell victims to it; others, flin~in~ off th~ir 
armour, plunged'down into the sea,-and the 

! They filled a large hulk with dry twigs, pitch, sulphur, nnd 
other combustibles: towards the prow, they raised two masts, eacl~ 
anned with a double yard, from whose extt:emities were suspended 
vast caldrons, filled with wlmtever might ~ggravate the conflagrat~oll! 
Gi~lies, after Arriall. 
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Tyrians, desirous to take these prisoners, bruised 
their hands ,vith clubs' and stones, ,vhile they 
,vere SWiull11ing; and, ,vhen they had rendered 
thenl unable to hold ,veapons, took them into 
their boats. N or were the timber-frames only 
consumed: a boisterous ,vind conspired to com

plete t~e destruction o~ the ~~L)Y~rk: tl~e. teIn
pest-dnven surge, havIng ~~c a\'ttcula
tions of the ,york, forced a passage throllgh its 
centre. ,\Vhen the stones, on ,vhich th.e earth 
ha~ been deposited, ,vere ,vashed away, the 
,vhole structure sunk into the deep; Alexander, 
when he had returned froin Arabia, could dis ... 
cern scarcely any traces of so vast a pilci. 

12. As usual atuong partners in distress, 
everyone censured all the rest, ,vhen it had 
been as reasonable to have inveighed against 
the sea. 

COlnI?encing a ne,v pier, .l\.lexander dir'.:'cted 
that its head should meet the south-,vest wind, 
to ~vhich the former pier presented its side:J{:: 
thus the other w"orks lay sheltered behind the 
front as behind a ralnpart. lIe constructed" it 
,vith an increased degree of breadth, that the 
to\vers built in the Iniddle luight stand out of 
the reach of the eneluy's darts. 'Vhole trees, 

• :4' :Hence, if the fonner pier projected strait towards the city, this 
lnust have ~ad a~ qblique cjirectioll. 
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of ,vhich the branches were of vast dimensions, 
"\vere ,vith their branches cast into the sea; on 
tbese the Macedonians let down massy stones': 
t1~ey then piled a second layer of trees; and 
upon these they deposited a superstratum of 
earth: and proceeded-with successive layers of 
trees, :;tones, and earth-to increase and celn,ent 
the w'ork" till the ,vhole ,vas a consolidated 
mass. 

l\feanwhile, the Tyrians onlitted no exer
tion-llad recourse to every stratagem, ,vhich 
might frustrate the labour of the Macedonians .. 
The expedient, ,,~hich 'most availed them, was 
to employ expert divers, who entering the 
water, at a distance, unperceived by the ene
my, glided by submarine swimluing to the 
pier: having fixe~ cramp-irons to the slenderer 
branches which projected froln behveen the 
stones, "the divers pulled out the branches, and 
~any heavy materials, dragged away, ,vi th 
thenl, sunk into the deep. Lightened thus of 
their incumbent loads, the trunks of trees and 
wooden piles were easily displaced; the founda
tion gone, the whole ,vork, ,vhich had been 
held together by the timber-frames, becalne a 
'vreck. 

While Alexander, mortified, was delib~rat

ing, whether to prosecute, or to raise the siege, 
-his fleet ilrrived froll1 Cyprus; and Cleande~, 
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as opportunely, with fresh recruits froln Greece. 
His fleet of one hundred and. eighty * vessels, 
the king divided into hvo squadrons: the left, 
phytogoras, king of Crete, cOlnlnanded joint
ly with Craterus: the right, Alexander ~a.. 
nreuvred in the royal quinquereme t. The 

". Arrian makes the fleet two hundred and twenty-four: and 
enumerates the contingent squadrons which formed it: one hundred 
and twenty ships from Cyprus; eighty furnished by the Phreni
cians; ten by the'Lydialls; as many from. Rhodes; three from SoioR 
and Malos ~ with a galley from Macedon of fifty oars. 

t The triremes, quadriremes, and quinqueremes, of the ancients, 
:\vere so denominated from the number of the tiers of oars on each 
side the vessel. It was long a desideratum in antiquarian science to 
determine the mode of arranging these ranks of oars, as well as to 
ascertain the position of the rowers. It is now generally under
stood, in unison with the ingenious conjecture of lieutenant-general 
Melvill-That the waist part of the ancient gallies, at the distance 
of a few feet above the water's edge, rose obliquely, in an angle of 
45 deg. or near it; that upon the inner sides of this waist part, the 
seats of the rowers, each about two feet in length, were fixed, hori. 
zontally, in rows, with no more space between each se~t in the same' 
range, and between the seats below or above, than should be neces
sary for the free movements of the rowers working together,-they 
would therefore sit in the quincunx or chequer order. In 1173, Ge.
neral Melvill caused the fifth part of the waist of a quinquereme to 

. be erected in the back-yard of his house in Great Pulteney-street. 
This model contained, with sufficient ease, in a small space, thirty 
rowers, in five abridged tiers, of six men in each, making one fifth 
part of the complement of rowers on each side of a quinquereme, 
according to Polybius, who assigns to such a galley three hundred 
rowers, besides one hundred and twenty fighting men. The Gene
ral's explanation is confirmed by ancient monuments. 011 sev~ral 
pieces· of sculpture, particularly at Rome, he found the figures of 
war-gallies1 with oars represented as coming down· from ruddQck
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Tyrians, though possessed of a fleet, durst not 
yenture a sea-fight with Alexander, but ranged 
their triremes und~r cover of their fortresses; 
three of the more exposed, the king attacked 
and sunk. 

13. On the following day, Alexander ad
variced his fleet to the ,valls, of ,vhich he bat
tered the \vhole circumference ,vith his engines, 
chiefly employing the shock of the rams. The 
Tyrians pronlptly closed the chasllls with blocks 
o~ stone; they also began to build' an·interior 
,vall, to retire behind, should the former give 
way. But on every side annoyance pressed 
them; the mole approached ,vithin the range 
of a dart; a fleet invested the ,valls; land and 
sea-forces threatening to overwhelm them. The 
lVlacedonians had so connected quadriremes, t,vo 
by two, that \V,hile their heads touched, their 
sterns \vere kept diverging; the interstice be
tween the hulls ,vas floored by sail-yards and 
planks, strongly corded together; upon these 
were laid bridges~ as platforms, for·the soldiers. 

holes, disposed chequerwise. In the Capo di Monte palace, IS a 
l\ledagliolle of Gordianus, of'which the reverse has a trireme with 
oars so disposed. The collection at POl,tici containi ancient paint
ings of gallies, which, by being represented foreshortened, with the 
stern towards the spectator, show the obliquity of the sides, and the 
rows of oars reaching to the water. 

The galleys had grappling-irons on the prows, which,. 'yhen COll-- ••. 

tending gallies ran on board, kept them from separating. . 
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Thus disposed, the quadriremes ,vere to\ved to 
the city. From these floating bridges, darts 
\vere showered on the besieged by tl1e soldiers, 
themselves out of danger, under cover of the 
prows.. It ,vas at Inidnight, that Alexander or
dered the fleet; thus appointed, to invest. the 
city; and \vhen the Tyria:ns sa,v the vessels 
standing in from every direction, they ,vere un
nerved by despair ~-on a sudden, the sky is 
veiled by heavy clouds) and the portion of 
chequered light which had' prevailed, is inter
cepted.. The sea trelnbles;' it~ agitations gra
dually increase; no\v the ,vind, rising in vehe .. 
mence, aggravates the tumult of the waters, 
and the vessels dash against each other. The 
bands are strained by,vhich the quadrirenles 
are connected: they break, the., platfonns fall 
\vith a stupendous crash, and the soldiers are 
s\vept ,vith then1 into the deep. Nor could the 
gallies, . \vhich remained lashed together, be ma
naged in the dark tempest. The soldiers inter
tupt the manreuvres of the seanleu, and the 
rowers impede the soldiers in their duty; and, 
as it happens in similar cases, the skilful take 
orders fronl the ignorant.4. For the pilots, ac
customed to command in their province, nle
naced now ,vith death, obey landulen. At 
~ength, the sea, as conquered by the persever
f:lnce of the ro,vers, resigns the rescued gallies, 
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which gaIn, the shore, the greater part nluch 
shattered. 

14. About this time arrive,d thirty deputies 
from Carthage, beari~g to the besieged friendly 
assurances rather than aid; for they announced, 
that the Carthaginians, en~barrassed by the in
vasion- of their own territories, w'ere fighting, 
not for empire, but for security. At that tiIne 
the Syr'acusans * were ravaging Afi'ica, and had 
encamped not far from the walls· of Carthage. 
The 'fyrians were, 'however, not depressed, al
though' dIsappointed of powerful assistance: but 
delivered to the ambass~dors from Carthage their 
wivesa~'d children, to be transported thither; 
better able' themselves, now;, to meet the com
mon danger, since that which ,vas dearest to 
them was placed beyond its reach. 

At this conjuncture, one of tIle citizens de .. 
clared in the assembly, that, in a vision ,vhich 
he had seen in sleep, A polIo, w honl the Tyrians 
adored with great devotion, appeared in the act 
of departing. from the town,-and the pier 
which tIle MaccdQnians had constructed,. ,vaS. 
transformed into a forest.' On this slender au

• The name of the invaders would appear to be a mistake; as we 
do not elsewhere read, that the 8yrncusans invaded Africa, 'except 
when, under Agt\thocles, tyrant of Sicily, they carried terror to {he 
gates of Carthage: but this happened, Olymp. cxvii. 5, two-and
'twenty years after the fall of Tyre. 
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thority, inclined, out of fear, to entertain gloomy 
presentiments, they fastened the image, bound 
,vith a golden chain, to the altar of Hercules, 
their tutelar deity, as expecting by his aid to 
de~ain Apollo. The Carthaginians having car
ried off this image from Syracuse *, had' set it 
up in their lllother country; for they were ac
customed to adorn Tyre and Carthage, equally, 
,vith the spoils of ot~er states. , 

15. A . sacrifice, ,vhich 'had been disconti
nued by the Tyrians nlany ages, and one which 
I must con tenl plate as abhorred by the gods, 
some individuals proposed to revive,-that of 
offering up to Saturn a free-born male child: 
this kind of sacrifice, ,rather this unholy sacri
lege, the Carthaginians, ,vho imbibed it from 
their founders, are represented to have used till 
their city 'vas, destroyed;. and, now~ had not 
the aldermen, ,vho controulled public proceed
ings, opposed this accursed superstition, it had 
triunlphed over humanity. 

Urgent necessity, a tutor more effectual 
than aU the arts ,vhich.descend to us, not only 

,. Unless there. were any temple in the suburbs o'fSyracuse fi'om 
which this figure of Apollo could have been taken., this is also an el
ror; for the Carthaginians, though they often besieged, never' re
duced Syracuse. Diodorus relates, that the Geloni originally pos
sessed thi.s image, which ancient superstition seems to have prized, 
as affording, like the palladium, protection by its presence. 

YOLo I. B B 
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made the Tyrians fly to usual Inethods of de
fence, but suggested to them new. Against 
the gallies lashed together"", 'vhich rode close 
to their ,valls, they prepared long beanls, armed 
with crows, grappling-irons, hooks, and sit1les, 
fastened by cords ; when the brmns had been 
shot fonvard by balistre, they slackened the 
cords t. The hooks and sithes hanging do,vn 
from the beams, cut in pieces the men and [tore 
asunder] the gallies. Further, the besieged 
heated brazen targets to a red heat, ,vhich, 
filled with burning sand and boiling s1iIne, 
they suddenly discharged' from the w'alls. 
N one of their pestiferous devices ,vas more 
terrible: \vhenever the burning sand insinuated 
between the anllour and the body, it \vas, im
possible to dislodge it; and \vhere the caustic 
touched, it consumed the flesh: the wretches 
tortured by it, flinging do,vn' their ,veapons, 
ana tearing'?ff every defensiv'e covering, lay, 

* Implicanda navigia. ORIG.-If this construction cnn be 
supported, it would nppenr that Alexander was not deterred by the 
disasters related in p. So1, fi'om repeating the experiment of floating 
platforms. 
, t The translator supposes, that the destructive appendages were 

bound close to the beam, to allow it to slide freely in the engine 
which projected it; but that as soon as the, beam was driven ,out 
L'lf enough to impend over the enemy, the cords, loosened, h~ng 
down withtbe weapons, and the beam worked with a sawing mo
tion. 
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unrevenged, receiving incessant wounds.· The 
crows and grappling-iron~ shot fron1 engines 
swept off a number of men .. · 

C HAP. IV. 

'Tyre is tqlcen. Its antiquity. Sketch of its 
Colonies. 

16. Now, w'eary of the siege, to raise it, and 
strike at Egypt, ,vas a purpose which the king 
began to revolve. "Vhat though he had, ,vith 
unparallelled celerity, over-run Asia-Before the 
,valls of a single to\vn he was still fixed,. and 
the opportuni.ty to execute imperial designs ,vas 
escaping. On the other hand, . he felt that it 
,vere as much a disgrace to retire fro~ the city 
foiled, as to linger before it: His reputation, by 
,vhich he had effected luore than by military 
strength, ,vould be essentially ilnpail'ed, . Vlere 
Tyre to subsist a n1emorial that he might be 
overCOlue. Wherefore, that he might leave no 
resource unemployed, he prepared for action a 
great number of ships, conveying the choicest of 
his soldiers on board. At this time' it hap
pened that a ,vhale, of no ordinary size, after 
}laving. been seen to beat about the cha~ne1, 

:BB~ 

http:opportuni.ty
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laid' itself against the pie.r, with its back pro .. 
jecting above the water, so as to be conspicu
ous to b~th parties. Then, near the head. of 
the pier, it plunged again into the sea; alter
nately displaying and concealing itself, it finally 
sunk from vie,v near the ,valls of the city. 
Both parties cons trued, the appearance of the 
monster as an auspice to themselves. -The Ma~ 
cedonians concluded, that it had marked the 
track in ,vhich they should extend the mole:
the Tyrians imagined, that Neptune ,vas vindi
cating his right to the invaded deep, and "that 
suddenly as he had snatched a,vay the ,vhale, 
the mole ,vould fall to ruin: under .this delu
sion,. they proceeded to festivity, and gorged 
thenlselves ,vith wine. At sun-rise they luan ... 
ned their vessels, ,vhich they had adorned ,vith 
garlands of flo,vers, confident of victory, and 
rejoicing preluaturely. . 

17. Fortuitously the king had appointed his 
divided fleet to different stations *, leaving upon 
the [Sidonian] shore thirty vessels of secondary 
rate t. Of these, the Tyrians captured two, 
and imminently endangered the renlainder; till 

1lf One before that harbour ofTyre which looked towards Egypt; 
and a l5econd squadron watched the port facing Sidon. 
. t But among these, if we credit A~rian, WI'S the quinquereme of 
the king of Cyprus, and not a few smaller gallies; Alexander haying 
appointed the Cyprian fleet to this station. Still the king might, by 
II ruse, fQr n moment weaken this division to invite attack. 



thap.lp:' QUINTUS CURTIUS. S73 

Alexander, ,vhom the clamour had reached, 
brought up his fleet to the shore. Of the Ma~ 
cedonian reinforcement, one, quinquereme_ad
vancing with velocity, shot a-head singly. As 
soon as the Tyrians perceived this, they sent 
against it two gallies, one on each quarter. 
The quinquereme plying its oars to drive 
agains t one of them *, was itself severely. 
struck by ,the adverse prow', but, in its turn, 
grappled the assailant., The other galley" un
confined, having swung round, to have a free 
itnpetus, ,vas preparing to attack her on' the 
other side; when-most opportunely-one of 
Alexander's trirem~s so furiously charged the 
galley bearing upon the quinqueren1e, that the 
Tyria~ pilot ,vas shook from the, helm into the 
sea. The Macedoniq,u vessels coming up in 
Dum15ers, (,lnd Alexander appearing in person,-' 
the Tyrians backed water with their oars; and 
having ,vith n1uch difficulty disengaged their 
grappled galley, all their vessels hove about to
gether to escape into port. Alexander pursued 
,vith adhesive constancy; -but could not enter 

" In ancient times the success of a naval engagement principally 
depended on the activity of the rowers and the skill of the pilots, 
,vhose object it always was to dart, with great violence, the sharp 
beak or prow of the ~hip, anned with brass or irou, against the, side!J 
of the enemy'S. By a repetition of these assaults, and sometimes at 
one stroke--while they themselves, with superior dexterity, eluded 

such a shock-they shattered or sunk the vessel of their opponents. 
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the harbour, on apcount of the lllissile ,veapons 
by w'hich he ,vas repelled fronl the w'alls above. 
!-Ie, ho,vever, either sunk or captured nearly 
their. whole fleet. 

18. He allo\ved his soldiers hvo days' repose. 
He then put his ships in motion, and advanced 
~is engines, that ,vith both he might press the 
now appalle.d enemy. In this attack, the king 
pos ted hiulself on a lofty turret, and. wi th exeUl
plary courage met combining dangers; conspi.;. 
cuous by the ensigns of royalty, and by his 
splendid armour, he 'vas the nlark at which 
the besieged chiefly aimed. Executing heroic 
achievements in the vie\v of both armies,-l11a
ny conflicting on the battlenlents he killed \vith 
llis spear; others, ,vho engaged hill1 hand to 
hand with 's'word and buckler, he precipitated 
by a stroke into the deep; for the tUfl~et' on 
,vhich he fought almo~t tou<;h~d the enel~\y's 

walls. 
The· battering ram& had no'v, by incessa~t 

shocks, disturbed the cement ,vhich had embo
died the stones of the tottering fortifications: 
the. fleet had en tered th~ port * i and several 
farties of ~Iacedon~ans had taken possession of 
to\vers which the besieged had evacuated :-the 
Tyrians sink ~nder so many concurrent calmni

,.. The Ph~nicians broke into the Egypt~an, the Cyprians int~ 
~~e Sidonian, harbour. . 
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ties; a 'cro\vd fly to the telnple as an asylum; 
others; b(;trring up the entrances to their houses, 
exercise the ,vretched freedonl of dying as they 
choose: some rush furiously on the troops pour
ing in, resolved not to perish unavenged. The 
majority, ho\vever, ascended the roofs of the 
houses, ,vhence they hurled down on the enemy 
ponderous stones, or such other things as acci
dent armed theln ,vith. 

Alexander gave orders to spare those only 
,vho had' taken refuge in the tenlples, and to 
fire the houses. {After this had been proclaimed, 
stip npne, capable of bearing arms, sought pro
tection fro111 the gods. Boys and virgins filled 
the sanctuaries: the men, everyone in the dool'
,vay'of his OW"!1 habitation, stood ready victitns 
to slaughtering rage. A nlultitude 'vas, hO\,T
ever, saved by the Sidonians, 'vho made a pal't of 
Alexander's 'annament. These had entered the 
city ,vith the victors: but remelnbering their 
relationship ,vith the Tyrians, (in as IIluch as 
they believed Agenor to have founded both * ci

* Justin reports that Sidon was founded by the Phrenicians, and 
that it derived its name from the abundance of fish on the coast, Si
don being the Phrenician word for a fish, Eusthatius represents it 
to have been founded by Sida the daughter of Belus. Jost·phus 
mal.es its author to have been Sidon, the eldest son of Canaan: 
living later, -Agenor was j:!ontemporary with some of the first judges 

over Israel. But Sidon might be founded by the SOlt of Canaan~ and 

'pe afterwards rebuilt Of e~larged by Agenor~ 
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ties,) they protected a. number of the citizens by 
taking them on board their ships, and clandes ... 
tinely conveying them to Sidon. 'Fifteen thou... 
sand were thus saved. How profusely hUlnan 
blood ,vas spilt, may be estimated fronl this,
that six thousand slain ,vere counted \vithin the 
,valls. The rage of the king ,vas l11onstrons: 
two thousand, w,hich the mad hour of slaughter 
failed to destroy, he ordered to be nailed to 
crosses along the sea ..shore; a lamentable spec
tacle even to the victors *. Alexander spared 
the atnbassadors from Carthage, but declared 
against it a ,val', of which the urgent importance 
of his ,previous undertakings forced hiln to post
pone the prosecu ~ion. 

.. 19. Tyre ,vas taken in the se-Olymp. CXll. 1. 
A. C. SS2. venth Inonth after the COlllnlence-

JElat. Alex. 25. nlent of the siege; a city ,vhich 
Reg. 5. the antiquity of its origin, and the' 

nUluerous vicissitudes in its history, have com
bined to render interesting to posterity. It had 
been built by Agenor, and long held the trident 
not only of the neighbouring sea, but of all the 
seas on which its fleets appeared. If we credi~ 
tradition, the Tyrians \vere the first people that 

.. Justin, to assign a cause for this procedure, states these vic
tims to inhumanity, to have been of the families of a set of siaves 
who had formerly murdered their masters and usurped power in the 
state. 
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taught or acquired alphabetical writing~. Tyre 
had planted colonies over almost all the world: 
Carthage in Africa; Thebes in Breotia; and 
Gades upon the ocean t. I believe tha~, unre.., 
strained in their naval enterprizes, and exploring 
countries unkno\vn to the rest of mankind, the 
Tyrians selected these remote seats for their 
youths, when their population had multiplied to 
excess: or, (for this allegation has been trans
mitted to us,) because their native country was 
subject fo earthquakes, ,vorn out ,vith priva
tions and inquietude, they ,vere «riven, at once 
elnigrants and conquerors, to seek-anued, in 
bodies-ne"v and distant settlenlents. Having 
survived many shocks, to be ultitnately, as a state, 
annihilated; Tyre was rebuilt during a long 

~ Many authors support this representation, while the majority 
dissent from it. The invention of letters has been ascribed to Noah: 
to Abraham: to Moses: to Cadmus. It may briefly be noticed, as 
tending to reconcile these contradictory statements, that of those 
classed among inventors, some either· merely remodelled or rear
ranged the first-invented, or introduced new, lelters; others framed 
systems of hieroglyphicks. Lastly; when the variety of alphabets 
which have been used in different times and places are considered, it 
is not surprizing that the original inventor of the divine art is obscu
red by a crowd of imitators and improvers. 

t Gades, the modern Cadiz.-Curtius enumerates the more con
siderable. Of minor colonies, Leptis and Utica are mentioned by 
l?liny; Hippo and Adrumetum, b~ SaUust. Other writers add Tyros, 

- in Sarmatia. 
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peace; ,(peace makes every thing flourish anew;) 
and it now enjoys serenity and security under 
the Inild protection of Rome. 

CHAP.V. 

Correspondence between Darius and AleLrander. 
At the Isthmian games a crown, is decreed to 
AleL1;ander. Minor hostile operations. 

~o. AT this interval is delivered an epistle 
from Darius, ,vho at length yields to the con
queror the title of king. He entreats him, 
, To accept his daughter Statyra in n1arriage; 
, offering, as a dowry, th6,,,hole tract of coun
, try behveen the Hellespont and the Ha,lys >X:_ 

, and declaring himself satisfied ,vith the pro
, vinces east,vard fronl that river. Did Alex
, ander hesitate to accept this overture,. the 
, conqueror should kno\v that fortnne Inain
e tained no one attitude long; the greater an 

individual's felicity, the lllore has he to fear 
, frOlll violent envy. As a volatile bird is, 1?y 
, natural levity, buoyed up to the skies; so, it 
, was to be apprehended, Alexander could not 

$ The boundaries of the ancient Lydian empire. 
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, restrain his juvenile and airy Inin:d fronl ex
, travagant elation. Nothing ,vas more diffi;.. 
, cult than to kno,v how to support success at 
, such an age. Darius had Inany resources unim
, paired, and Inigh~ not alw'ays be circlunvent
~ ed in a narro,v defile. Alexander had still to 
, force the Euphrates, the Tigris, the Araxes, 
, and the flydaspes; fonnidable bulwarks to an 
, empire; in the spacious plains, he ,vould be:.. 
, come ashanled of his scanty force. 'Vhen 
, \vould he penetrate to l\IIedia, Hyrcania, Bac
, triana, to the Indians ,vho verge on the re
, Inote ocean? or to' theSogdians and Aracho
, sians, known but by their nanles; as ,veIl as 
, to the nation~ on the ridges of 1110unt Cauca
, sus and the banks of the Tanais? 'Vere he to 
, obtain undisputed adlnission to those coun
e tries, he would beconle old before he could 
, traverse them all. Let hinl desist from SU111

, nloning Darius to 111eet hinl, for when Dariu5 
, COlnes, it will be to his ruin.' By the same 
heralds that had brought this letter, A.1exander 
transmitted his reply. lIe renlinded the Per
sian king, 'That he did not· possess the terri
, ,tory ,vhich he had tendered, having already 
~ lost ,,\rhat he offered to partition. The do,vry, 
,. Inade up of Lydia, Ionia, ...iEolia, and the coast 
f of the Hellespont, ,vas previously, by COll
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, quest, Alexander's. It belong~d to the vic
t torious to prescribe conditions, and to the 
C vanquished to receive them. If Darius could 
C alone be ignorant in which of those relations 
, he stood, a battle might speedily decide it. 
, When Alexander crossed the sea, he did not 
, purpose to himself Cilicia or Lydia ; (an in
, adequate object for so ,veighty a 'var;) but 
( he meditated the subjugation of Persepolis, 
, the capital of his adversary's empire, ,vith 
t Bactriana and Ecbatana, and !Jf tracts extend
, ing to the farthest shores of the Eastern ,vorld. 
, Whithersoever Darius might fly, he could fol
'lo,v. Nor could rivers obstruct him, to ,vhom 
, the sea had not been a barrier.' 

2·1. To this effect ,vas the correspondence 
of the two sovereigns. ]\;Iean,vhile, the Rho
dians surrendered their city and harbQur to 
Alexander's forces. 

The king con1n1itted the government of Cili
cia, to Socrates; and the country dependent on 
T-yre,to ~~i.lotas,. ,T~1c:! adlninistration of ~yria, 
Parmenio had resigned to Andromachus *, that 
he Inight attend Alexander in the prosecution 
of the ,var. The king, having directed He

'" Eusebiu; also states Andromachus to have received this ap
pointment; and Curtius again speaks ofhim as the governor, sect. 33, 
infra. 
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phrestion to steer along the Phrenician coast 
"\vith the fleet,' moved with his whole army to 
the city Gaza. 

About this time, fell one of .the quinquen
nial periods for the Isthmian games, celebrated 
by a ,confluence of people from all parts of 
Greece. The temporizing Greeks decreed, that 
a geputation of twelve from the assembly should 
present Alexander ,vith a crown of gold, their 
grateful offering for the deeds and victories by 
,vhich he had promoted the safety and liberty of 
Greece. The sanle men, a short time previous
ly, had entertained equivocal rumours ,vith avi
dity, keeping their suspended. support ready for 
that party which fortune shoul<J. favour. 

Not only the king ,vent 'on, reducing under 
his dominion several cities obstinate in resist
ance; but his lieutenants, also, ,vho ,vere able 
commanders, achieved a number of conquests., 
Calas subdued Paphlagonia; Antigonus, Lyca .. 
onia; and Balacrus, having defeated the Persian 
satrap Id~rnes, recovered ~Iiletus:ll:. Amphote
rus and Hegelochus, ,vith a fleet of one hundred 
and sixty vessels, brought the islands bet\veen 
the Grecian coast and Asia under Alexander's 

, .. llfiletum cepit. CURTIus.-See Supplement, ante, p. 224. 

Many provinces which Alexander had subjugated, afterwards, 
either from the coercion of the j>ersians, or by a spontan~ous re
faIt, declared for Darius. . 
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governlnent.:-I-Iaving accepted the submission 
of Tenedos,-invited by the inhabitants of 
Chios, they expected to occupy it ,vith the 
sanle facili ty: but· Phai"nabazus, the admiral of 
Darius, having seized the principals of the ~Ia
cedonian faction, restored Apollonides and Athe ... 
nagoras, ,vho ,vere in the Persian interest, to 
power in the city, leaving ,vith thenl a slnall 
garrison. The lieutenants of Alexander perse
vered in their enterprize, relying less on the 
amount of their forces, than 011 the disposition 
of the besieged. N or did this expectation fail; 
for violent dissentions between Apollonides 'and 
the commanders of the ll1ilitary, allowed the he ... 
siegel's an opportunity to break into the to'Vll. 
vVhen a regiment of l\'Iacedonians had forced 
one of the gates, a party of inhabitants, acting 
by a· plan' concerted for the surrender of the 
place, joined Alllphoterus and I-Iegelochus. The 
Persian garrison slain,-Pharnabazus, ,vith Apol
lonides and· Athenagoras, are delivered up as 
pnson~rs. Here 'vere taken three thousand 
Greeks in the Persian service; twelve trirelnes, 
"\vith theii" cOlllplements of Inaril1es and rowers; 
besides thirty ships and piratical brigantines. 
The Gre~ks ,vere incorporated, as recruits, into 
the ~facedonian battalions; the ro\vers ,vere 
cOll1pelled to serve in the fleet; and the corsairs 
,vere punished 'with death. 
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22. It happened, that A.ristonicus, the ty
l'an t of J.\tlethymna, unapprised of these trans
actions, arrived, ,vith some piratical vessels, 
about the first ,vatch, at the nl0uth of the har
bour, ,vhich ,vas secured by a boom. The 
guard demanded, ' Who he ,vas?' He answer
ed: "Aristonicus brings succours to Pharna.. 
" bazus."-' Pharnabazus is reposing, and can
, not now' be spoken ,vith: b~lt, as an ally, or 
, a guest ,vanting shelter, ,ve 'will adulit you 
, into the port, and in the morning' you can 
, have an audience of Pharnabazus.' Aristo... 
nicus, \vithout hesitation, immedia.tely entered 
the haven, follo'wed by the piratical brigantines. 
As they ,vere standing in towards the quay, the 
guard closes the port: a division of the centi .. 
nels keep watch, \vhile a part alanD the gatTi
son: Aristonicus and the piratical cre\vs, taken 
\vithout resistance, are delivered in chains to 
Amphoterus and Hegelochus. 

Ifence the lVlacedonians sailed to l\Etylene, 
,vhich Chat'es the l\.thenian, ,vtlO had lately de ... 
barked there, defended ,vith a garrison of t\VO 

thousand Persians: hut finding himself unable 
to hold out, he surrendered the city, on condi
tion that he tnight retire ulunolested. He de
parted for Ilnbros.. The l\Iacedonians gave 
quarter to the garrison. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Darius prepares 	to 1"ene'tiJ hostilities. Ale.1,'ander 
besieges Gaza. 

23. DARIUS, despairing of peace, 'which he 
had expected to negociate by letters and am
bassadors, was ,yholly eng~g~~ in creating an 
artUJr, in ~r_(tet' to recollllllence hos tili ties ,vi tll: 
vigor. ~Ie sUlllnloned to Babylon the chief
~ains of his provincial levies; and, i~~pa~·ticular, 
commanded Bessus, leader of the Hactrians, to 
join hilu with as pO'werf~l an'arnly. as he could 
embody. Anl"l(ng those hordes, the' Bactrians 
are the most intrepid; they ar~ a . ferocious 
people, and totally averse from th~ luxury of 
the . Persians~ , Their country lies to,vard the 
warlike Scythians, ,vho subsist by pl':lnder, 
roving in armed bands. But the inlpatient dis
satisfaction \vith ,vhich Bessus attended to 
the offices devolving on the second personage 
in the empire, rendered his loyalty suspected, 
and disturbed the tranquillity of the king; for, 
as he affected the soYereignty, it ,vas appre
hended that he would grasp at it by some trai
torous act. 
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Meanw:hile, Alexander, exploring various 
channels of intelligence, endeavoured to trace 
the retreat of Darius; but was unable to ascer
tain· in w'hat region he was concealed. I t is a 
moral habit of the Persians to keep, ,vith illus
trious fidelity, the secrets of- the king; neither 
fear nor hope can extort a ,vord tending to di§.
covery; for the venei"able institutes of that mo.. 
narchy fortify silence by the penalty of death. 
The Persians punish intemperance of the tongue 
nlore severely than any other delinquency: nor 
can' they esteem a man qualified for· great elll
ployments ,vho feels any difficulty in conform~ 
ing to enjoined taciturnity, ~ duty ,vhich natui"e 
has rendered easy. 

Alexander, uninformed ofthe movements of 
the.enenlY, laid siege to Gaza *. Its governor,' 
Betis, an 'officer of approved fidelity, with an in
considerable garrison defended a stupendous cir
cuit of fortifications. 

2'4.' Alexander, having surveyed the posi~ 
ti()n of the ,Yorks, directed the excavati<?n of se
vei'al lllines; the subterraneous· approaches ,vere 

• It 'is said to have received this name from Cambyses, because, 
on his way to Egypt, he lodged his treasures in the fortress;. for, 
says Curtius, [ante, p. 536,] the Persians call the regal treasury 
zaza. If this be true, ancient expositors of the scripture must 
have substituted.gaza, 'in Genesis and Judges, in place .,?f the oid. 
name. 

VOL. I. c c 
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favoured· by the lightness ot the s~il, which, 
fOrIhedchiefly by accessions of sand from the 
neighbouring sea,\vas free from rocks. and 
stones. The Inines \vere commenced from a 
point \vhich waS out of the vie\v of the be... 
siege.d; and Alexander, to keep the garrison 
anlused, gave orders to advance the to\vers to 
the walls. But the ground ,vas ill adapted to 
these ponderous engines; for the sand, giving 
,yay, retarded· the nlovelnents of the "rheels; 
"the platfonns in the to\vers \vere shattered, and 
·Inany soldiers ,vere ~vounded: ,vhile the enenlY 
'remained llnannoyecL . To replace the to\vers iri 
'safety,',vas as difficult as it·had been to advance 
then1. The signal is nlade for a retreat. But 
·Alexander orders, .that on the follo\vingday. 
a 17lilitary circle * shall be dra,vn round the 
fortress. At sun-rise, before he put his army 
Ii! motion, .he offered a sacrifice, \vith the so':'; 
lelnnities of his country, iml)loring aid froln the 
'gods. A raveil, flitting over, dropped .fron1 be
t\vecn its talons a clod of. earth on the royal 
,',vorshipper's head, \vhence it fell on tIle ground, 
~roken to pieces: the bird alighted on a conti

. • Corona. ORIG.-This close mode o(investment intimidates 
the besieged, imprisons them, and cuts off their supplies. The lines 
,of n. ~orona might be two or three ranks in depth, or still denser. 
The infantry lined the inside of the circle. The horsy were planted 
on the outside, for observation nnd defence. 
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'guous turret, slimed \vith pitch ahdsulphur. 
Its \vings adhering to the viscous surface; the 
raven in vain struggled to liberate itself, and 
,vas caught by the attendai1ts~ That this inci .. 
dent merited the elucidation of the soothsayers, 
,vas adlnitted by Alexander, who had a tincture 
of superstition. Aristander, the diviner ofhigh.. 
est reputation, affirmed, 'That it portended the 
'. fal~ of th(1 city, but tha;t the king, involved in 
, danger, luight receive a \vound; he therefore 
, dehorted hiln from entering. upon any opera
, tion during the day.' l\.lexander impatiently 
endured, that one fortress should restrain him 
fronl penetrating iritoEgypt, unless at immi~ 
nent risk, yet he ,vas influenced by the hiero· 
phant,and made the signal for retreat. 

25. "This .augluented the courag'e of the be.:. 
sieged, ,vho sallied upon the lVlacedonians as 
they ,vithdre,v from the attack; deeming that 
the indecisio'n of the enemy presented a mOlnent 
of advantage: but their ardour ,vas not steady 
and persevering, for ,vhen they saw the Mace .. 
donians.face-about, they suddenly halted. And 
no\v the acclanlations of those engaged reached 
to the king: Little mindful of the danger of 
\vhich he had been forewarned; yet induced by 
the entreaties of his friends to defend himself 
,\vith armour, ,vhich he rarely ,vore;he repaired 
to the front division. As soon as he appeared 

c c ~. 
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there, an Arab among the comInon soldiers, of 
Darius dared an enormous enterprize above his 
condition; covering his s\vord ,vith his buck
ler, he knelt before the king, as though he had 
come over: the king bade him rise, and directed 
that he should be enrolled; but the Barbarian 
nimbly shifting his sword into his right-hand, 
swung it at the king's neck. Alexander, by a 
slight bend of the body, avoided the blow', and 
lopped off the perfidious hand of the Barbarian., 
The'special danger ,vith ,vhich the day ,vas 
commissioned, he considered as 110\V past. 
But it ,vould appear, that destiny is not to 
be eluded; for ,vhile the king ,vas intrepidly 
combating among the most advanced, an arrow 
pierced hi~ annour, and relnained planted in his 
shoulder, till Philip his surgeon, extracted it: 
Bloodno\v flo,ved in a copious streanl: His at
tendants ,vere alarmed; because they had never 
,vitnessed a shaft overcome the obstruction of 
armour, and bury its head so deeply. Alexan
der, froin ,vhose cheeks the colour did not 
move, bid them staunch the bleeding, and bind 
up the wound. Inattentive to the first ilnpor
tunities of pain, he relnained in front of the 
banners a considerable time, till the blood
vessels, which an application had cOlnpressecl, 
burst with a ne,v hremorrhage; and the pain, 
'vhic~ ,.had been moclerate, increased to acute 
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anguish; and the lacerated part; as the gore 
congealed, began to s,vell. Then Alexander, 
s\vooning, sunk do\vn upon his knees: Where
upon his attendants bore- him to his tent. And 
Betis, concluding hini. to be dead, returned into 
the to,vn in tr~umph. 
- 26. Alexander, while his \vound was under 
cure, completed a terrace as lofty as the for
tress, and he conducted mines under its walls. 
Meanwhile, the besieged carried up an interior 
rampart equal in height with the old fortifica
tions *, but belo\v the level of the turrets which 
Alexander raised upon the terrace; so that the 
in terior of the city ,vas annoyed by the darts of 
the enen1y. A consummate disaster to the gar
rison, the _w'alls, which had been silently sap
ped, - now fell do\vn; and the Macedonians 
poured in at the breaches. The king led the 
vanguard; and ,vhile he ,vas incautiously climb
ing to the attack, a stone bruised his leg; after
,yards supporting hilnself on his spear, he fought 
among the combatants ,vho had pressed to the 
front, though his fonner ,vound was not cica
trized~ To have received t,yO \vounds in the 
siege, inflaIlled his desire of revenge. 

". Arrian. states this bulwark to have been carried quite round 

the city, a stupendous circuit,-and to have been two hundred and 

fifty feet high, aud two furlongs bro~d: which is altogether extra

'fagant~ 
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Betis, having displayed signal gallantry, al
most dissected \vith gashes, ,vas deserted by his 
men. Blood from his antagonists, streaming 
w'jih his own, had made his \veapons slippery 
to the grasp, yet,he still fought resohltely. At 
length, pressed 011 all sides, exhausted by rc~ 
sistance disproportionately D1aintained, he ,vas 
taken 'alive, and carried before the king. The 
-young conqueror? with arrogant elation, no 
longer the Alexander who ad111ired intrepidity 
in, an enemy, said t'o his nobler captive: "The 
:" kind of death, Betis! :which thou hast court~ 
~, ed,thou shalt not obtain: prepare to endure 
~, all that torture can devise." Betis, undaunt~ 
ed, replied to the menace l11erely by a disdainful 
look. Then Alexander, speaking to his attend
a.nts: f5 Do you n1ark his stubborn silence? 
~, Does he kneel? IIave you heard one \vord 
" of. submission? But this silence I wilisub:' 
~, -due: if nothing else ,vill burst it, it shall 
" give way to groans.". lIis ange~' turns to 
brutish madness; for already his last successes 
had vitiated his manners. He had thongs fixed 
to the ankles of his captive; and the yet breath
ing hero, lashed to a car, ,vas dragged by horses 
round the city: the frantic victor vaunting that 
he punished his enemy in the nlanner of Achil
1.e§ *, from \vhom he had de~~eI}de~. 

• .AchiUe~ was more I1Umune, because Hector was first ~ corpse. 
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Of Persians and Arabians there fell, nearly 
ten thousand: nor to the Macedonians 'vas' it a 
bloodless conquest. 'The siege is reno,vned, 
not so luuch from the celebrity of Gaza, ~s. 
from the critical traip,of incidents -to Alex
ander. 

The king now detached Alnyntas, ,vith ten 
triremes, to Macedon, . to levy fresh ~roops; for 
even victories had attenuated· his army; a~d to 
~nlist a great proportion of soldiers from the 
~onquered co~ntries ,vould have been unsafe. 
Alexander now' advances with celerity ~owar4 
'Egypt. 

CHAP. VII. 

4Ie.'t'and~1" is received in Egypt without opposition, 
He visits the tempk if'Jupiter Hammon. 

27. LONG-TIl\IE to theEgypti~ns.th~ ascend'
ancy of the Persians had been, odious; the go
vernment of the satrap's, grinding and iUlperi
ous. ,The expected approach of Alexander 
revived the courage of a people w'ho, froln 
a propensity to revolt,' had eagerly received 
·Anlyntas *, .. intruding ,vithprccarious, autho

* Ante, p. 350. 

http:theEgypti~ns.th
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l·ity. A confluence of,Egyptians, tq.erefore, 
l'epaired to Pelusium, imagining that Alexander 
,,,ould enter by that port. But, on the seventh 
day after leaving Gaza, he reached a different 
part of Egypt, . shice nalned Alexander's camp~ 
Having ordered the bulk of his army to nlarch 
thence to Pelusium, he, ,vith a chosen, division, 
is "wafted along the Nile. The Persians, in 
~onsteniation at the insurrection, did not ,vait 
]lis attack~ Already he had arrived in the vi
cinity of Memphis. The satrap l\1azaces, aban .. 
doning the cause" of Darius, hastily cr9ssed a 
branch of the river, and delivered to Alexander 
eight hundred talents, \vith" all the royal nlO.. 
vables. From Memphis," ascending the river, 
the king penetrated to the interior of Egypt, 
Having settled an administrativ.e governnlent, 
so" as not to. disturb the usages of the c<?un try; 
he proposed to visit the oracle of Jupiter Hanl
l110n *. 

28. The track thither ,vas barely practicable 
to a sma11 band lightly equipped. 'Vater, fronl 
springs, or from the clouds, is rarely afforded. 
The solar heat is intolerable ; the atnl0sphere i~ 
~ g~owin~ yapb~r; ~ qesolate ~xpanse of sand 

". Un'derstQod, by some cri~ics, not without the countenance of 
ancient writers, to be Ham, the son of Noah, and king of Libya, 
deified after his death; t~e Egypti~ Jupiter, worshipped under the 
name of Hammon. " "" .. . . 
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burns the feet. Besides the excess of summer 
in an arid region, the traveller has to struggle, 
lvith a deep layer of loose sharp dust, ,vhich 
giving way to the tread, and sticking to the' 
flesh, renders stepping painful. The Egyptians 
magnified ~hese difficulties. 

Alexande~, hO'wever,' w:as.--stiIl1ulat.ed ,.by a 
pO'werful desire to present himself before Ju
'piter, ,vhom, dissatisfied with a mortal origin, 
lIe believed to have been his father; or, he de
signed that others should believe it. He, there., 
fore, with select attendants, descended the river; 
to the l~ke ~a:reotis. 

Hither at11bassadors came to him fr0111 the 
Cyrenians, ,vith gifts, supplicating peace, and 
entreating his presence in their cities. The king 
having accepted their friendship, prosecuted his 
jourhey. Throughout the first and second day 
the fatigue was not iml11oclerate, the party not 
llaving reached the naked in1mensity of desert, 
though the surrounding country ,\ras barren and 
dead: But as the levels covered ,vith deep sand \ 
spread themselves out, the eye ached for hospi
table land in the boundless vie\v, as in the 111idst 
of an ocean. N at a tree, not a vestige of cul
tivation. lIere the water failed, ,vhich had been 
brought in bottles on camels: and there ,vere 
no springs in, the fervid ground. To make the 
J~}ftrelnity consumnlute, the raging heat had 

http:w:as.--stiIl1ulat.ed
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,parched or consull1ed every thing-, ,vhen, sud;;. 
denly-by a natural casualty, or by the provi:. 
dence of the gods-clouds, - spreading over the 
,sky, curtained the sun: a considerable relief to 
men sinking under its power, though they still 
,vantecl water. Soon a tempest discharged ~ 
~ood of rain, -"when everyone caught a supply; 
~ome individuals, w"ith iInpatient thirst, received 
it in their mouths as it fell. four (~ had al .. 
. ready fretted away in the desert . 

. 29. Here, the column, not greatly distant 
fronl the seat of the oracle, was met by a flock .-.-of ravens. These birds, afterwards, fle\v gently 
,before the van; now alighting, as. the column 
paused; no,v on \ving, preceding it in the man .. 
ner of a guide. At length the party arrives at 
the recess consecrated to the god. 'Ve hesitate 
to believe, that in the Inidst of an imnlense de
sert there should be a spot protect~d on all sides 
by branching trees and entwining thickets, an 
asylum of shade ,vhich the sun never ·violates ; 
,vhile fountains, ,,,hose ,vaters are grateful to 
the taste, bubbling from multiplied sources, 
111aintain the luxuriancy of the groves: Nor 
less miraculous is the temperature of the air,at 
all times of the year alike salubrious, constantly 
mild as the breath of spring. . 

Bordering on [the desert which surrounds] 
this seat,-eashvard is the country of the ~ithe~ 
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·Ethiopians. On the sou~h, opposite Arabia; 
TROGDOLYTES occupy a ~'egion stretching to 
thelled Sea, 'Vestward, are seated the Simoes, 
a colorlY of Ethiopians. Northward,are found 
the N a ..san10nes, a SYRTIC TRIBE, ,vho batten 
'on wTecks, lurking about the coast on shallowiS 
,vith which they are acquainted, ready to boa]'(~ 
ships w'hich are stranded *. . 

The Hamn10nians live in cottages inter 
spersed through their verdant recess; the 
l11iddle of the ,vooel is the site of a citadel 
'surrounded by a triple wall. , 

30. The first ranlpart encloses the ,ancient 
palace of their kings; ,vithin the second are 
,lodged the prince's ,vi ves, children, and con
cubines,-here, like,vise, is the oracle of th~ 
'god; in the outward 'circle of bastions ,vere 

* In this paragraph is a complication of geographical errOl'S. 
1st. A pervading inaccuracy is, that the nations enumerated are 
considerably remote: whereas the word" llccolre" is supposed to 
imply immediate vicinity-but by construing" sedes" literally, [put, 
'by Synecdoche, for" the Libyan deserts,"] the apparent magnitude 
of the error has hitherto been strangely aggravated. Qdly. TnOGDD

~YTES is not so much the proper llame of a particular people, as a 
name common to tribes who live in caves, Sdly. Unless Curtius 
means, by ~, Nasamones," a colony of the Nasamoncs, he has 
placed on the north the same horde which the map of Ptolemy pla
ces on the west; and the SYRTES, (as the QUICKSA~DS infesting two 
bays on the coast of Africa proper, were by eminence called; and 

from which the appellation, Syrtic tribe, was derived,) were distant 
from the d~sert the whole breadth of l\hrmarica and Cyrenaica. 
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posted the royal armed attendants and body
guards. 

In the bOSODl of a second grove of Ham
mon, is the "fountain of the sun." At sun
rise, its ,vaters ,vere tepid; at mid-day, cold;
but the stream, beginning to gro\v ,varm at 
sun-set, by midnight, rose to ebullient heat: 
thence, as lnorning approached, its telnperature 
languished, at day-break constantly found in a 
tepid' state *. 

The image here adored for Hamlllon, is not 
in the human ,form; but is a diminutive figure 

• Of the eiistence of this curious fountain there can be no 
doubt. It is particularly described by Pliny, ii. 103; and Pompo
nius Mela, i. 8. It IS also referred to by Silius Italicus, iii. 669; 

by Ovid, :NIet. xv. 309; and by the more philosophical Lucretius, 
'Vi. 848. The heat of this fountain, (we are indebted to Mr. Good, 
th.e translator of Lucretius, for these observations,) was, unquestion .. 
ably, caused by subterranean inflammable substances ill a state of ig
nition: its alternation of cold in the day-time may have been pro

duced, and especially in the summer season, by evaporation from 
the 'groves that surrounded it. The fountain, like the pool of Be
thesda, John, v. 2-4, might be a hot spring, with a tide recurring 
once in twenty-four hours. Lucretius endeavours to account for its 
phenomena, on the principles of the Epicurean theory: but we 

know so little of the interior structure of the earth, that the different 
.cause~ of subterranean heats and' fires seem to elude satisfactory ex

planation on any theory. Ifwe ascribe the heat to the inflamma
tion of combustible substances, the regular alternation of cold is a 
difficulty beyond the powers of philosophy to res~lve. It is an ex-' 
traordinary fact, that ~he ice in the celebrated cavern of Grace Dieu, 
is plentiful and solid during the summer, and almost wasted in the 
course of winter. 
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of the Libyan ra!ll, composed of an emerald and 
other gems *. When it was consulted, the 

, priests bo~e it about in a golden ship, from the 
sides of ,vhich hung silver goblets; matrons 
and virgins followed, singing, in their national 
lnanner, an inharmonious hyuln: by ,vhich. tIier 
hoped to influence Jupiter to deliver an unam
biguous oracle. . 

31. As the king ,vas approaching, the .senior 
priest saluted him (f son," affinning, 'That his 
, father, Jupiter, bestowed that title t. 1 Alex

• The original passage: Id quod pro deo colitu1', non candem if
figiem habet quam, vulgo, diis artifices accommodaverunt: UMBILICO 

maxime simi~is est habitus, smaragdo et gemmis clJagmeniattts: has 
highly perplexed the commentators. The ingenious conjectural read

ing of Isaac Vossius, the translator embraces as most satisfuctory: 
for umbiUco, he simply substitutes umbriculo, a word not in the 
circle of dictionaries, but formed, by analogy, from umher, a nOUM 
descript rather than a mongrel sheep. The translator supposes, that 
if umbriculo be received, the diminutive power of the word should be 

... 	 taken to relate, rather to the size of the image, than to the age of 
the ram. The Libyan rams had often four, and sometimes six, horns 
curiously twisted: this, added to the cautrt.n with \vbich the priests 
would repel the too inquisitive stranger, might make it difficult to 
describe, as well as to learn, the exact figure of the idol. . 

It has been asked; "·Why the twisted horns? why such a sym .. 

" bol as the ram ?" A branch of Egyptian superstition, the trans
lator su PPOSES it to have been nothing more than the ~ign in the 
zodiac, Aries; and that the " horn-crow~ed Hammon," so different 
from the other representations ofJupiter, was allusive of Nature at a 

particular stage in the revolving sensons. 
t It is mentioned by Plutarch, that some have maintained, that 

the priest meant to say, ; -n:"'d',o" my son; but, from his imperfect 
acquaintance with thli: Greek tongue,' said ']ra, a-IO~, son ofJupiter.: 



QUINTUS CURTIUS. . Book If!: 

ander replied, 'That he accepted it, and per .. 
f. ceived a. token of its validity:" forgetting 
that lIe ,vas a 1110rtal ll1al1. He then inquired; 
~ 'Vhether his father destined hiInto the em.. 
.' pire of the globe?' The hierophant, ,vith 
c.oncertedadulation, declared, 'That he shoul~ 
"govern the whole earth.' A.ft~rwards, the 
king proceeded to inquire, '\Vhether all * ,vho 
~ conspired the death of his father had been 
.' punished?' .The response .,vas, 'That the 
, crime of 110 one could hurt the nlemory of 
, his hlthel': but that all the nlll1'derers of 
, Philip had suffered punishnlent.' It ,vas 
added, , That he should continue· invincible 
( till he joined the assenlbly of the gods.' 
41exul1de'r then" having sacrificed,' presente~ 
gifts to the priests, and to Hanlnlon. After
\vards' his friends, pennitted to consult the 
orac1e,merely 'sought to know, ""hethel' it 
, sanctioned their yielding to their king divine 
, honours?' The priest answered, 'That it ,vas 
, agreeable to Jupiter, that they should render 
, to their victorious king the honours 'of di
, vinity.' 

but this is refining to excess; for while .curtiui makes the priest say 
no more than son,. what is added, shows him to have ,spoken as the 
representative of Jupiter ;~and Justin asserts, that the priests of 
Hammon acted a deliberate part,. to which they had been suborned. 

"Ii AlelCallder Lyncestes had been spared, ante, p. 119; pow in 

cu~tody for 11 cons.piracy againit hiniself, ante, p. 256~' . 
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Any person ,vho had sagaciously \veighed 
the credit due to the oracle, must .indeed have 
perceived the inanity and delusion of its echoes. 
But ,\Then fortune has induced men to confide 
entirely in herself, . she comnl0nly nlakes them 
rilore avaricious of glory, than able to sustain 
it. ·Alexander, therefore, not only suffered him
self to be called Jupiter's .son, but required it: 
thus designing to heighten, but impairing, the 
lustre of his exploits. And the l\:facedonians, 
accllstonled to monarchical government, yet re.. 
taining a greater selnblance of liberty than other 
nations, ',vhen the· king affected inlmortality, 
lnore pertinaciously revolted against his extra
vagance than "vas expedient for either party. 
TIut those things I reserve, to follow the order 
9ftilne. 
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C!-1 AP. VI1I. 

The king founds Alexandria. Appoints admini8.a 
. trations Jor Egypt, Lybia, and 'other provinces. 
Catastrophes of lIecto~"and Andromachus. Mi
nor details. Ale..t~ander 17larchesfrom Syria to.. 
zt'ard the Eziphrates. 

:12. RETUR.NING froln lIan~lnon,Alexander 
had now come to the lake l\Jareo ..

Olymp. exii. 1 • 
.A.. C. 332. tis,· not greatly distant froln t)le 

.i£tat. Alex • .25. island Pharos. Having survey.. 
Reg~ 5. cd the situation, the king prilna.. 

!ily designed to build a ~ity on the island -'
Afterwards regarding the island as too small for 
a Inetropolis, he selected that place o~ whi~h 
.iUexandria, llaIl1cd after its founder, at present 
stands. Embracing the ,vhole extent of ground 
between the h~ke and the sea, he assigned eighty 
stadia for the circuit of the ,valls. Having ap
pointed officers to superintend their construc
tion; he proceeded to lVIemphis. 

Alexander felt a strong inclination, 1audable 
l1ad it been',vell-timed, to visit the interior of 
Egypt, and even Ethiopia. The celebrated pa
lace of MenlDoll and Tithonus was about to 
draw hiln, eager to ex.plore antiquity, almost as 
far as the tropic of Cancer.. But the impending 
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"Tar, of \vhich the weightier business was unper
formed, denied time fot excursions Compara':' 
tively idle. 

He constituted lEschylus the Rhodian, and 
Peucestes the Macedonian, subgovernors:l(: of 
Egypt, leaving with them four thousand men 
to garrison the country:' he commissioned Po
lemon, ,vith thirty gallies, to defend the mouths 
of the Nile. Apollonius was, the king;s lieute
nant over Lybia, Cyrenaica, and Marmarica. 
Cleomenes ,vaS appointed' to receive' the reve. 
nues of those countries, and of Egypt" 

The king's' edicts transp!anting' to" Alexan
dria families from places contiguous, a great po.. 
pulation was collected in the new capital. It is 
affirmed, that when Alexander waS marking out 
the ,valls of the future town with boiled-barley 
paste, according to the Macedonian custom t,
.birds in flocks Came and devoured it; After 
many persons l1ad regard~d this as an unfavour
able presage, the soothsayers announced it to 
indicate, ' That the ~ew mart would be the con .. 
, stant resort of stra,ngers, and would supply se· 
, veral countries with provisions.' 

.. Arrian informs us, that the administration of ~pt was com.. 
mitted to Doloaspus, an Egyptia", as chief governor. 

t So Curtius alone. Artian, flutarch, Strabo, Valeriusl\faxi ... 
mu~, and Marcellinus, state that the use of the badey-paste was ac
cidental, and occasioned by the de6,ciency of lime or <:halk. 

t 
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33. Alexallder1 afterwards descending the 
[Eastern branch of the ] Nile,-Hector, Parme... 
nio;s ·son, in. the flower of life, from eagerness 
to follow the king, in whose favour he ranked 
high, embarked in a skiff into ,vhich lllore peo ... 
pIe had crowded than it could carry. Presently 
the vessel swamped. Hector long struggled in 
the. current: his clothes penetrated ,vith ·wet,. 
and. his s~ndals closely bound to his feet, inlpe., 
ded.his swimming : he. gained the bank, with 
remaining life: respiration, which had been re.. 
pressed during. the conflict ,viththe suffocating 
flood, laboured ,vith sudden.libei,ty: the; other 
persons. in the boat had escaped to the opposite 
spore, and, for ,,,ant of restoring attentions, .th~ 
unfortunate' youth expired. The king~ much 
afflicted, best'o,ved on the corpse a sUlnptuous. 
funeral.' . 

His' gi"ief IS aggravated by the catastrophe 
of Andromachus, lieutenant of Syi'ia, \vhom the 
Samaritans had burnt alive. To aveng~ his 
murder, Alexander marched ,vith all. practicable 
expedition. On his arrival, they delivered up 
to him the instigators· of the atrocious deed, 
,vhom he punishe~r with death.' lIe nominated 

, .,.\. .' , . 

l\Iemnon the successor lof Andl;omachus. 
Of several Greciall: ,cities he gave up the 

[ Persian] regents to ·the popular assemblies. 
Anlong those; 'Aristonicus, and Chrysolaus, aban· 
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doned to the Methy.mileans,--the. people; for 
their unjust acts, hurled *from the walls" Thus 
,vere. they killed. 

Then he gave audience ~o ambassadors frOlu' 
the Athenians, the Rhodians, and the Chians. 
The Athenians congratulated the vi.ctor; entrea ... 
ting him to liberate the GRECIAN captives :-'. 
The Rhodians, aggrieved by his garrisons, de
manded.redress :-All'these' suits seeming rea
sonable, ,vere granted. 

To the . Mitylenians, '.' in consideration of 
theit tried fidelity, he. restored their hostages; 
and relnunerated their aid in money, byannex
ing to th~ir jurisdiction a ~Oi1siderable territory. 
The ,kings of Cyprus, ,vho' had revolted ~ fronl 
Darius, to cqoperate, ,vith afleet; at the siege of 
Tyre, he rewarde~ with honours proportioned 
to their services. He then. sent Ampho,terus, 
11is admiral, to deliver Crete from the Persian 
and the Spartan arms; (both had invaded 
Crete;) and he especially charged hilU to re.. 
claim the sea from pirates, ,vith ,vl1ich it had 
been covered ,vhile the two kings had been 
engaged in land operations.. After t~lese ar

'* HURLED from the walls. Commentators haye proposed \'U'" 

rious conjectural e~endations of the original, in which the translator 
cannot see a difficulty. Tortos, here, is not TORT~RtD, hut 
IHlRLED. 

DD2 
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rangements, lle dedicated to the Tyrian Her
cules a bo,vLand thirty goblets of gold. . 

N<?w, prepared to fall on Darius, he led his 
army toward. the Euphrates. 

CHAP. IX. 

The new army of .Darius retrogrades, to encamp 
on the Bumadus. Alexander passes tile Euphra
tes and the Tigris;, Skirmish with Satropates. 

54. DARIUS having ascertained that Alexan ... 
der had turned aside into Africa, deliberated 
,vhether he should remain on the borders of 
lVlesopotamia, or retire farther into, his domi
nions. He was persuaded that the remote pro
vinces would be' excited; by his presence, to 
engage in the war with vivacity; which under 
the satraps were slow in afln~ng..;.;,-.But fame had 

. circulated, by convenient agents, that Alexan
der would strike ,vith all his forces into what
'ever region he might remove; not ignorant of 
the invader's invincible perseverance, he there
fore directed levies from countries far distant to 
asselnble at Babylon. The Bac,trians, Scythians, 
and Indians, .repaired thither; 'and, with these, 
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the other nations mustered their proportion of 
'troops. His anny, more numerous, by nearly 
half its amount; than it had been in Cilicia,-, 
many of the men ,vere without weapons; ,vhich 
the highest exertion was ~sed to supply. The 
horses~ as well as the men, of the cavalry, ,vere 
provided ,vith breast-plates and greaves of iron. 
The soldiers who, before, hadjavelins; received, 
in addi tion, swords and shie1ds~ That his cavalry 
might be stronger than the former, horses in 
droves were dispersed among his foot to be 
broken in. Of chariots, armed ~\Vith sithes, there 
were two hundred; the grand dependance of 
the Barbarians, as they imagine such machines 
panic-sttike un enelny. Each was drawn by 
four horses abreast: ,The two poles [one be
t,veen each pair of horses] were armed in the 
front ,vith projecting iron spears: The trans
verse beanl*, to which the horses were yoked, 
carried at either end three swords: To the 
spokes of the wheels shorter blades were late
rally appended; and to th~ fellies were fllstened 
sithes; other sidles pointed [froul the axle
trees] to,vard the ground: to mow in pieces 
every thing in the \vay ~f the precipitaCed car. 

35. His army, thus constituted and equip
ped, Darius TI1arched .from Babylon. On his 
right flo\ved the noble Tigris; and the Euph

• In position, the SPLINTER-BAR ofmodern carriages; butmasiY· 

YOLo I. 
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rates' cov~r~d his left. His forces filled the 
plains of ~lesopotamia. The~ having passed 
the Tigris,-Iearning that the enemy was, not 
far distant, he sent forward Satropates, general 
of caYi:l.1ry, wtth a thousand chosen horse .. And 
Mazreus, with six thousand cavalry, wasde~ 
tached,-to defend the passage of the Euphra
tes; and to \vaste anq hurn the country which 
the invader was apPfo~ching. Darius deemed, 
that Alexallder'~ force~, bringing no provisions, 
but depending o,p p~llage, tnight ·be qverconl~ 
by famine: whiie~'to his own troops supplies 

'would be copveyed by land and by the Tigris., 
N ow, the Persian ~jng had reached ,the yil

lige Arbd~*, ~vhich ~vas soo~' to b~;nade re
nowned by hi~ d~featt. L~aving" here the 
greater part qf his l)rovi~i~ns ~nd baggag;e, he 

• 'l'he vill(lge Arbela. Arria~l ~akes it a ci~y. Strabo speaks 
of it as a memorable resid~nce~founded; ~ccordi~g tQ tradition, by 
Arbelus tllt~ son of Athmoneus, It wasprQbably unwalled, and, oil 
that account, termed by CQrtiu5 a village! '·Th.e·llag~e, one of the 
~ost consideraple towns in 'Holland, pefend~fin~eed by fosses and 
drawbridges, but destitute ~f walls, is cali~d ~ village"by' geogra
phers, although it might vie ~~ith many capitals ill :f:urope~ the splen~ 
did residence of the high colleges of die republic; Qf the chief magi~ 
trate,and of tIle foreign ambassadors. ..,., \. , ".. . ",. 

t Renowned by hisdeferlt. Darius 10fit tl1e ba~tle near the s~age
town Gaugamela~' in Attiria, a district divided fro~ '~rbela by the 
Lycus. Gaugamela, or " the inn for came1s/, was so named by 
Darius the son ofHystaspes, who assigned this domain, for th~ supply 
of camel. forage, to can-iers of provisions for tpe royal ·~able. 
STRABO, I. xvi. Compare the plenty mentioned, b~low, p. 415. 
The Macedoninn;, seeing GaUiameln to be an obscure place, cin~u.. 
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laid· a bridge across the Lycus, over ,vhich the 
'passage of his army consumed five days. Then 
he advanced about eighty stadia, and encalnped 
near the bank of the BUilladus. This position 
"vas convenient for his infantry and cavalry to 
parade and manreuvre; an immense field, '~lith

out roots of trees or stumpy bushes : and the 
eye had a free prospect to objects very remote. 
Where the ground swelled, DarIus ordered it to 
·be levelled; ,extend~ng the elevated plain. 

36. Macedonian scouts having calculated 
"), 

the enemy's force, on a distant survey,-their 
report scarcely induced' Alexander to believe, 
·that after the slaughter of so many thousands, 
the rec~uited army of Darius had risen above 
:its former strength. Contemning danger, par.,. 
ticularly danger frolu superior numbers, ·the 
hero in eleven days reached the Euphrates. 
Having laid a bridge, he ordered his .cavalry 
over, followed by the phalanx: 1\lazreus, ,vho 
had been sent ,vith six thousand horse to op
'pose his passage, not daring to risk a conflict. 
. Alexander gave a few days to his soldiers, 
p.ot' of rest, but [of easy marching] to recruit 
their .spirits. Then he resumed a. vigorous 
pursuit; apprehensive of Darius' retiring to a 
:remote part of his elnpire,-\vhither, he should 

lated the account, in their reports and histories, that the victory WM 

,ained near A\"bela~ STRAl\O~ i6id. 
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have to ·follow through natural deserts; or re
gions laid ,vaste. On the fourth -day~ he gains 
the bank of the Tigl'is, higher up than Arbela. 
All the country beyond the river, recently fired, 
was yet smoking; for wherever Mazreus went; 
he spread conflagration as though he had been 
the invader. As the undispersed slnoke created 
artificial darkness, Alexander suspected an am
buscade. The scouts announcing an to be safe, 
he sent forward some horsemen to try the ford. 
A t the first plunge, the water reached the chests 
of the horses; and, at the l11iddle of the stream; 
it flowed as high as their necks. _ 

The East has not another river equally rapId; 
mariy torrents fall into it, sweeping stones along 
its bed. The name Tigris ,vas given from its 
swiftness; an arro\v in Persie is called tigris.. 

37. The infantry, in two di~isions, flanked 
by the horse, ,vaded ,\vithout much difficulty as 
far as the mid-channe1. Passing ~mong th~ 
foot, the king ,vas the first to gain the opposite 
bank; whence, ,vi th his hand, because his voice
could not be heard, he directed his soldiers to 
the proper ford. But they could scarcely keep 
their feet, no\v betrayed by slippei'Y stones, and 

• The distance from Thapsac'.ls to Mosul is near three hundred 
miles; and commentators have doubted that Alexander could traverse 
it in four days :-The translator does not apprehend Curtius to affinn 

this; but that Alexander, having moved for some days with mode

rated progreiv, paise<1 the remainin~ distance in four days. 

http:Thapsac'.ls
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no\v supplanted by the rushing strealn. The 
chief difficulty was theirs' ,vho carried loads: 
hindered from governing themselves, they ,vere 
borne a,vay into the rapid 'vhirlpools: As every 
one endeavoured to reclaitn his 'wreck, they 
struggled more ,vith each other than \vith the 
torrent: packs of baggage, 'floating on the 
water, beat tnany of them do\vn. The king 
exhorted them, ' To take care of their arms; 
, he \vould make good their other 10sses.' 
Consternation prevented SOlne from follo\ving 
the king's orders and advice: his ,vords ,vere 
dro\vned by" the IUUtual clamour of others. At 
length, alighting on'a ford ,vhere the current 
was less rapid, they gained the shore; having 
lost nothing but a slnall quantity of baggage. 

38. The army might have been destroyed, 
had a Persian dared to conquer: but Alexan
der's uniform fortune kept the enenlY aloof. 
Thus he passed the Graniclls-\vhere so many 
thousand horse and foot guarded the opposite 

. hank:. thus, in the defiles of Cilicia, he van
. quished an immense host. 

His extravagant daring is absolved froIn 
censure, when ,ve consider, that the result of 
an enterprize never permitted the question, 
F' Has he not acted absurdly?" 

~Iaz~us, had he fallen on the lVIacedonians 
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during their confused passage, ·might doubtless 
hitve defeated them; they ,vere on the bank, 
and under anns, when some of his squadrons 
appeared. I-Ie had sent forward but a thousand 
cavalry. Alexander, despising this scanty force, 
ordered Ariston, conlmander of the Preonian 
hor~e, to charge at full speed. The Preonians 
behaved gallantly; Ariston, distinguishing hitn
self, launched his spear into the throat of Sa
tropates, the Persian general; and pursuinghilTI 
into the midst of the ad \·erse squadtons, un
horsed him. : The.fugitive no,v resisting, Aris
ton cut off his head. Laying this at the feet of 
the king, he obtained high plaudits. 

CHAP. X. 


A le.rander's soldiers terrified by a lunar eclipse. 
Mazceus prevented from burning the countl~, 
they obtain abundant supplies. Intercepted let
ters of Darius. Death of the queen. 

S9. ENCAMPED here two days, the king 
gave the anny lllarching orders against the 
morro,v. But, about the first ,vatch, the,lnoon 
becaIne eclipsed, despoiled of her reflected lus
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tre *. Afterwards a bloody hue, suffusing her 
face, entirely- tarnished her light. The soldiers, 
previously filled -,vith anxiety, on account of the 
approaching conflict, are struck \vith religious 
a\ve, ,vhich is followed by boding terrors. 
They cOInplained, ' That they ,vere led to,~ards 
~ the bounds of the' eatth in defiance of the 
, gods: rivers refused them a passage, and stars 
~ ,vithdrew their . light. . Before them lay. im
$ mense, un peopled . regions. .The blood of so 
, many thousands ,vas about to be shed to gra
, tify the restless pl~ide of one Inan, disgusted 
.' with his native land, disavowing his father, 
, and ~ madly affecting affinity ,vith Jleaven.' 
Their -murmurs bordered - on openseditioll. 
Alexander, undisturbed, required the Egyptian 
sages, -,vhom he esteemed as superior astrono
nlers, to disclose their se~tinlents respecting the 
phenonlenon, in the presence of his generals, 
and minor ofticers, 'VhOlll he had sUl11nloned to 
head-quarters. These philosophers well knc\v,. 
that the celestial bodies perforlll their- revolu
tions in appointed periods of time, and that the 
lnOOH suffers an eclipse \vhenever it passes uu
der the shado\v of the earth, or is otherwise 
shut out from the sun:. nevertheless, they 'with
held frOIll the lnul ti tude the true cause of the 

~. The eclipse happened on the twentieth of September, Olymp. 
,cxii. 2. eleven days before the battle. 
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appearance; affirnling, ' That the sun was. the 
, planet of Greece; as the moon ,vas ofPersia; 
C _.and that a lunar eclipse portended the 
, slaughter and overthrow of the Barbarians.' 
In confirmation, they recited ancient accounts 
of Persian kings, who had been ,varned by oc
cultations of the nloon, ' That to fight were to 
, rebel against the gods.' . 

Nothing has m.ore influence over the many 
than superstition. The populace, otherwise tur
bulent, cruel, and fickle, )Vhen carried away by 
a solemn imposture, yield that. obedience to 
soothsayers ,vhich they refuse to their rulers. 
TInis the answer of the Egyptians, circulated 
among the soldiers, revived their droopi:ng 
hopes, and inspired them with ne,v confi
dence. 

. 40. Alexander, availing himself of their ar
dour, decamped at the second watch: nlarching 
,vith the Tigris on his right, the Gordman 
mountains on his left *. Proceeding in this di.. 
rection, he ,vas informed by his scouts that Da
rius ,vas approaching. He, therefore, having 
formed the order of battle, led in person the 
van. But it was a flying body of about a thou
sand Persians, left.behind to maraude, that had 

• The true name or situation of these mountains, called by Strn
bo, the Gordyrean, by Ptolemy (as above) the Gordrean, and by Ar'" 
rian, the Sogdian mountains, cannot be ascertained. 
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been mistaken for an army. Thus, ,vhen cir
cumstances cannot be accurately measured, fear 
magnifies the danger. .The king, discovering 
the fact, with a sman band chased the enelny, 
,vho flew precipitately; he killed several, and 
took some' prisoners. Parties of cavalry he 
then detached to gain intelligence, and to res
cue from conflagration the villages fired by the. 
Barbarians; who, in their retreat, had thrown 
burning torches on the roofs of the houses, and 
on the corn..stacks: before the flames could 
spread downwards,' they ,vere extinguished. 
Here were found a great quantity of grain, and 
an abundance of other useful stores. This sti
mulated the soldiers to press close upon the 
enemy, whom they must check in the ,vork lC 

" of destruction, or every thing ,vill be con
" sumed."-Impending distress converted them 
to reason. Mazreus, who before devastated 
at leisure, now satisfied to escape, abandoned to 
the invaders substantial resources, for the Inajor 
part untouched. 

Alexander now discovered that. Darius was 
distant but one hundred and fifty stadia. There
fore, that he might store up, to redundance, 
every kind of provisions, he renlained four d~ys 
in the same station. 

41. Letters, at this time, 'were intercepted 
from . Darius to the Greeks in the l\lacedonian 
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army; urgi~g them,.' Eit1ler to kill, or to betray 
• the king.' Alexander had it in meditation· to 
read these letters to t~e assembled army, as he 
felt entire reliance on tIle affection and fidelity 
of the Greeks. But Parmenio dissuaded hiln ~ 

• It is inexpedient to infuse such telnptations 
, into the minds of soldiers; the king would 
'thulbe committed to the treason of any indi~· 
~ vidual; and avarice does not scruple at a 
, crime.' .The counsel 'was adopted. 

Now Alexander broke up his encampnlent •. 
In the cours'edf the march, one, of the eunuchs 

',vho attended. the consort of'Darius, reported, 
that, seized ,vith illness, she scarcely respired-:: 
Worn do,vn with sorrow, and the fatigue of in-. 
cessant tI~avelling, the queen ,had swooned in 
the anns of her. mother-in-law and herhvo 
daughters. Presently a second messengeran-:-. 
nouriced that she was dead. Not less afflicted 
than if the melancholy information had related, 
to his mother, the king passionately sobbed :', a 
torrent of tears escaped him, as though he had 
been parius. He immediately repaired to'. the 
tent, in ,vhich the mother of Darius ,vas sitting 
by the corpse. 'Vhen the. king beheld the de.. 
ceased queen stretched on the ground, the vio
)ence of his grief returned. The motl~er of'Da
r~us, ren~inded by the present calamity of past 
misfortunes, strained to her bosom the two 
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royal virgins; in Inutual distress, they were /zer 
po\verful supporters, to ,vhom she owedconso
Iation. At her side stood the infant prince *; 
the most affecting object for commiseration, in .. 
asmuch as he was yet insensible of calalni.. 
ties in ,vhich he had the deepest share. A 
,vitness of A-Iexander's sorro\v might have sup" 
posed him to be a mourner alnong his o,vn re .. 
Iatiyes, and' that, instead of administering, ]H: 

needed cOlllfort. During an interval he fasted. 
He appointed a splendid funeral in the Persian 
mariner. . How worthy does he seem, by cour
tesy and continence, of the re,vard ,vhich he 
afterwards obtained! Darius' consort he sa\v 
but once, at the commencement of her capti
vity; and then' it ,vas rather Darius' mother, 
than' her, that he visited. Her matchless beau
ty he regarded, not as an incentive to violation, 
but -as inviting him to display the true lustre of 
a conqueror. 

4S. In the alarm created by the mournful 
occurrence, a domestic eunuch of the queen, 
named Tyriotes, escaped through a gate~ guard
ed ,vith the less vigilance, because it was in the 
rear· of the catnp. Arrived at the Persian qu~r-

$ Oelms, the son of parius, now almost eight years old. With 
the princesses and queens, he had been a captive almost two 
years. 
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ters, and arrested by the centinels, he W"as con
ducted to the royal marquee, uttering lanlenta'" 
tions and rending his gannents. Darius, when 
he beheld him, agitated \vith conlplicated pre..! 
sentiments of occasions fot grief, doubtful,vhat 
weightiest ill to fear, thus spoke: " Thy coun... 
" tellance is charged ,vith some overwhehning 
" disaster: conceal nothing from a disciple or 
" adversity; for I have learned to be unhappy: 
" to" know the full" measure of calanlity, is a 
"consolation. Speak, then! Hast thou to an
u nounce (what I most suspect and dread to 
" name) the violation of my wife and daugh
" ters; to me, and I believe to them, more 
" shocking than the last torture?" Tyriotes re
plied: "The gods forbid it! No, Sir, all the 
" sacred respect which subjects can pay to 
" queens, is preserved to yours by the conquer
" or: but your royal consort a fe,v hours s~nce 
" resigned her life." While, at this, the tent 
resounded ,vith lamentations, ,vhich spread 
through the canlp,-Darius, concluding that 
she had been killed for refusing to yield up her 
honour, frantic with agony, exclaimed: "What 
" is my crime, Alexander? Which of your re
" latives have I destroyed, that you should thus 
" requite me ,vith barbarity ? You have beeri 
c~ my unprovoked enemy: but admitting your 



Cltap. X. QUINTUS CURTIUS. 417 

" ,var to be just, ought it to fall on 'VOluen ?" 
Hereupon Tyriotes swore, by the goclsof Per,;. 
sia, ' That no severity had been offered her: 
, nay, Alexander deeply lanlented her death, 
, sho,,,ing as much emotion as his sovereign, 
, her royal husband, could have shown.' These 
,,,ords increased the perturbation of Darius, who 
misconstrued the motive of Alexander's atten
tion to his captive queen, suspecting a criminal 
jntitnacy. Having, therefore, dismissed every 
one fronl his presence, except Tyriotes, able to 
repress his tears, but 110t his sighs, he uttered 
these ,,,ords:- "Look to thyself, Tyriotes ! You 
," must not delude me ,,,ith lies: the torture is 
" at hand to '''ring the truth from thee. I C011
" jure thee, by the gods, relieve me frOlu sus
" pense! If thou still venera test thy king, tell 
~, ,,·hat I alll iUlpatient to know, and ashamed 
." to inquire. Did. the youthful conqueror 
" dare"------? Tyriotes, offering his body to 
the rack, called ~he gods to witness, ' That the 
, uniform virtue of the queen had been inviol
, ably respected.' , At length, Darius, believing 
,,,hat the eunuch affirnled, veiled his head, and 
,vept. After an interval, while tears \vere yet 
gushing, he uncovered his face, and lifting up 
his' han~ to\vard heaven, cries: "'Ye gods of 
" my country! Dly first petition is, that you 

VOL. I. EE 
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'" w"ill confirm to myself the kingdom: but if 
" my dethronement be decreed, then I pray 
" that no other may be king of Asia, than this 
" just enemy, this humane conqueror." 

CHAP. Xl. 

Darius, by a thh'd embassy, suesfor peace. The 
advice if Parmenio. Alexander's reply. 

43. ALTHOUGH Datius; having failed in hvo 
applicatIons * for peace, had latterly, in all his 
-measures, contemplated only \var,-yet, over
'come by the virtue of his enemy, he deputed 
ten of his principal relatives to convey fresh 
-overtures. Alexander, in council; admitted 
them to audience. The senior anlbassador 
spoke: "Darius, no\v, this third time, . solicits 
'''peace f~Oin Alexander. T9 this he is not 
-" compelled by necessity, but dra\vn by admi
-" ration of your clelnency and continence. 
" Under so generous a conqueror; my master 
"regarded his mother, wife" and children," as 
-" captives, no farther than as 'he felt the 

oJ Ante, p. 313 and 318. 
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" want of their society. You shield, with pa ... 
" ternal attentions, the virtues of his surviving 
" relatives: you honour them as queens, lrav
," ing undiminished the splendour which be
", longed to their former fortunes. I read in 
" your face as much concern as the features of 
,', 'Darius expressed when we left his presence: 
" yet he mourns for a ,vife-you for' an enemy. 
',' '\Vere'you not detained by funereal' charities 
" to her remains, now you ,vould 'lead the 
" marshalled battle. Is it surprising, if Da
"rius; overconlC by such benignity; desires 
" peace? What occasion is there for' arms, 
" ,vhen enl11ity has subsided., Up to the river 
" Halys, on the frontier of Lydia, he'heretofore 
" offered you enlpire. N o\vhe tenders you all 
" the provinces between the Hellespont and the 
"'Euphrates, as a do\v,ry ,vith his daughter in 
"marriage. His son Ochus he. offers to 'leave 
"in your l~ands as a hostage for his faithful 
" adherence to peace. Should you be ,villing to 
" 'restore to him, with his lnother; both his 'vir
" gin daughters, he entreats you to accept three 
" talen ts of gold *. Well assured of your 'mo
" deration, I venture to ,suggest, that it were 
" your interest, at this conjuncture, not only to 
"entertain, but to anticipate an application for 

& About thirty-six talents of silver. 

EE2 
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." peace~ 'Look backwa~d 'over the vast coun

." tries in your :rear, a:nd 'contemplate the ex

." panse ,vhichremains unconquered. An enor.& 
" mous empire is necessarily insecure; the hand 
" ,vith difficulty holds an object too big to 
" grasp;- ships of un,vieldy bulk refuse to be 
" managed.. r am ready to attribute the multi
" plied losses of Darius to the number of un
" defended points, ,vhich, in possessions too 
" extended, invite attack. Some things are 
'" easier to acquire than to retain. We snatch 
" by one movement, ,,;hat ,ve struggle in vain 
" to keep. Even the death of nly mas.ter's 
" consort abridges the field ,vhich you had for 
" the exercise of magnanitnous .generosity." 

44. Alexander no,v desired the legation to 
,vithdra,v: And he :required his council to pro
nounce what might be expedient. All the mem
bers remained silent a considerable time, 110 one 
daring to deliver l1is opinion, lest it should not 
coincide ,vith the king's. At length, Pannenio 
spoke to this effect: ." Sir! I, heretofore *, I" 
" moved you to accept a ransom for the 'cap-, 
" tives taken at Damascus, by ,vhich a consi
"- derable supply of money \vould have been 
" obtained;' ,vhereas, merely to guard the pri
"soners, elnploys a number of brave men. 

• Arrian relates that Parmenio gave this advice, when the 5~cond 
letter of Darius reached Alexander at Tyre. 



Chap. XL QUINTUS CURTIUS. 421 

" And I now think that it ,vould be judicious 
"" to exchange an old ,voman and two young 
J' girls, (inculnbrances retarding the army,) 
" for three thousand talents of gold. Further, 
" a noble empire is attainable by a compact 
" which ,vill ternlinate the risk and fatigue of 
~, ,var: no nlonarch before you has possessed 
,~ the range of country, extending froln the 
" Ister to the remote, Euphrates. In truth, 
" Sir, it \Vel~e d,esirable that your vie\vs should 
" revert home to Macedon, rather than e1'curse 
" to Bactriana and India." This speech ,vas 
heard ,vith displeasure, by the king; ,vho, 
as soon as it ,vas concluded, said: "Thus 
" should I prefer money to glory, ,v'ere 1 Par
" menio: but Alexander cannot do a Inerce
" nary act. Be assured, I ,vill 110t sell my fu
"ture fortunes. If it be expedient to restore 
" the captives, let us liberate' thenl without 
" ransoln." 

45. The aIllbassadors reachnitted, the king 
pronounced his ans,ver: " You ,vill jnfoi'nl' 
" Darius, that snch of nly acts as he ascribes 
" to clemency and liberality, ,vere not intended 
~, to courfhis fTiendship, but "Were tributes to' 
"hulnanity. ~Vith captives and \vith ,vomen I 
" am not at ,var. But let Illy deadly foe renluin 
'" anned; so it behoves hiln. ,\Vere he at length 
~~ sinc~re in" suing for peace, perhaps t "l1light 
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c; deHberate whether.to grant it: but since he 
,~ has atteInpted, by largesses, to suborne my 
" friends to become my murderers, and my sol
" diers to .revo~t, it is nly part-not to meet 
" him as I .'Would a just enemy, but to hunt hinl 
" down as an assassin who lives by the bowl and 
"dagger~ Should I accept the conditions of 
~.' peace which you bring, it ,vere to ackno\v:
" ledge, him conqueror. All that lies behind 
" the Euphrates he liberally offers Ine. 'Vhere' 
,~ do YOll meet me to receive' this audience? I 
,~ have passed. the Euphrates. My camp stands 
" b~yond the linlits, which Darius offers Ine 
,~ as a portion with his daughter. Drive me 
" hence, that I m~y be sensible that you cede 
" ,vhat is your' Q'VU. 'Vith equal generosity, 
" your .master proposes tQ give me his daugh
'f tel.', wholl1 h~ would else marry to one of his 
'~slaves. It is flattering to. be preferred to 
" Mazreus, as a so~-in-law. Depart, therefore, 
c~ and f~peat tq yo~r 11lonarch, that all the do
" minioI}s that he has lost, ~lld all that he re~ 
,~ ta~IJ.s, are r~warcJ.s whi~h a,vait success in bat
"tIe. This must ~etennill.e the bound;lfies of 
~, both ~mpires: each of us nl~st be content 
~~ ,vith what the fortun~ of to morrow shall as
~, sign." 

The amba~sadors' replied, ~ That as war 
! qw~~t immov~bly in his l11ind, .he acted Cq~~ 

http:whether.to
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,- didly in not deluding them \vith expectations 
, of pe,ace. They, therefore, desired permission 
( to return to their sovereign, since it was ne

cessary that he should like,vise prepare for 
'battle.' Having been dismissed, they report
ed to Darius, ' That he ,vas on the eve of an 
, engagement.' 

CHAP. XII. 

Order. of battle and amount if tlte, Persian army. 
Panic Wtlte Macedonians. .(1lexander encamps 
on the hill evacuatedb!J Maz~u8. 

46. THE king of Persia immediately detached 
1Vlazreus ,vith three thousand cavalry, to secure 
the passes. 

Alexander, having attended to their close 
the obsequies of the queen, left in his Canl}) the 
heavy baggage under the protection of a snlall 
guard, and advanced against the enemy. I-Ie 
cpndueted his foot in two divisiol}s, hiscav'alry 
,covering the ,,,iugs; the w'aggon train moved 
in the rear. 

Alexander directed ~/Ienidas to go forward, 
~vi th some squadrons on the gallop, and exa
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mine the position of Darius. This partizan, 
having approached the post "rhich Mazreus oc
cupied, not daring to ad vance further, returned, 
.and declared, that he could ascertain nothing, 
having merely heard th~ clamour of voices, and 
the neighing 'of horses. 

Mazreus, on his part, perceiving the Mace
donian scouts at a distance, repaired to the Per
~ian camp, to an~ounce the approach of the ene
my. Darius, desirous to decide the conflict in 
the open plains, sunlffioned his forces to arms, 
and nlarshalled them in order of battle. In 
the left wing lTIoved a thousand Bactrian horse; 
as many Dahre; four thousand Arachosians and 
Susians,-attached to this division, fifty cha
riots armed with sithes: Bessus, next to the 
chariots, \vith eight 'thousand Bactrian horse, 
and two thousand l\lassagetre: After this co
lumn, the infantry ofseveral ;nations, not inter.. 
mixed, but in distinct corps *: Follo\vil1g these, 
Ariobarzanes and Orobates led the native Per
sians, \vith the Mardians and Sogdians; these 
hvo generals had their respective posts,-'vhil~ 
Orsines comtnanded in chief: he ,vas descended 
frOln one of the seven Persian princes t; and he 

~ The Persians keep the different nations, in their armies, in se... 
parate bodies.-SI>ELMAN'S Cyrus, vol. i. p. 89. 

t See ante, p. 163. Orsines might c1ai~ Cy~us as an ancestor 
. ,

~! the maternal line. 
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traced his pedigree to Cyrus, the founder of the 
enlpire: In succession, marched other nations, 
imperfectlykno,vn to the people ,vith whOln 
they acted: Phradates led a po,verful levy of 
Caspians, supported by fifty ,val' chariots: Then 
canle the Indian contingent; and bands fronl 
several tribes seated on the coast of the Red 
Sea, lnere nanles, rather than auxiliaries: After 
this' train Inoved another savage horde, ,vho 
brought fifty chariots: Then the troops ~ontri-. 
bu ted by the Less Armenia: The line ,vas con
tinued by the Babylonians, the Belit~ *, and 
soldiers from the Cossman 1110untains : Next. 
the Gortuans; originally settlers from' Eubrea, 
,vho having formerly enligrated ,,,ith a return
ing' anny of ~Iedes, had degenerated, retaining 
neither in language nor lnanners, any vesti
ges of Grecian extraction: There followed the 
Phrygians and Cataonians. The rear was closed 
by the' Parthians, nlasters of that region ,vhich 
the Parni, a people \vho canle from Scythia, 
no,,, possess. Such ,vas the order of the left 

'''ing t. 
47. The right ,vas fonned of levies fronl the 

* Probably a select corps deriving their name from Bclus. 
t The Greek mercenaries, of whom Curtius make~ here no men

tion, Arrian, on the authority of Aristobulus, places in the centre, 
flanking the household troops. The remnant of the Greeks must 
pave been inconsiderable. See ante, p. 325. n. 
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Greater Artnenia; of the Cadusians; the Cap
padocians; the Syrians; the Medes. To these 
1ikewise were attached fifty anned chariots. 
The amount of tht! whole anny was one hun
dred and forty-five. thousand horse, and three 
hundred thousand foot *. In this array, the 
Persian forces advanced ten stadia: th~n halt
ing, they await the el1en1Y under ~nns. 

:l/I With regard to the numbers, the copies of Ct}rtius are sup

posed to have been corrupted. The ~S5. and editions, generally, 
have 45,000 horse and 200,000 foot; the Geneva edition has 
145,000 foot and 600,000 horse. As it is impossible to ascertain 
what Curtius wrote, the translator has ventured to put down an in
termediate sum, at which he arrives by comparing Curtius with him
-self. Sect. 34, supra, states that Darius took means to make his ca
"aIry greatly exceed the numbers at Issus. The numbers at Issus 
were 61,'2.00. The translator, therefore, adopts the account of the 
Geneva edition, with respect to the cavalry. In estimating the sum 
of the infantry, the translator has kept in view a second aid to calcu
lation in sect. 34; " the army was more numerous by nearly half its 
" amount than it h~~d been in Cilicia." The translator is there
fore induced to offer 3.00,000 as the probable number of the infantry, 
making the aggregate 445,.000; the former army was 311,~JOO. \Vho
ever is dissatisfied with Curtius thus conjecturally rendered uniform 
with himself, will look in vain to other ancient authors for satisfaction. 
Plutarch, without distinguishing the horse and foot, makes their to

tal1,000,000. Arrian musters only 40,000 horse, while his levies of 
foot reach 1,000,000. Justin has 100,000 of the former, and 

600,000 of the latter. Diodorus, 200,000 horse; 800,000 foot. 
Orosius, 100,00'0 and 404,000, respectively. Disagreeing with each 
other and with CU,rtius, these historians yet concur, that the army at 
Arbela comprised levies from more warlike natiqns, and was ~ssen
tially more numerous, th~n tJ1e army at I!)sus. Th~ Macedouian 
forces consisted of 1,000 cavalry and 40,000 infantry. 

http:61,'2.00


Chap. XII. QUINTUS CURTIUS. 427 

A t this point of time, a panic suddenly sei
:oed the army of Alexander; fantastic dangers 
vibrated before their eyes, and in their. breasts 
lurked terror. Flashing meteors, not unfre
quent on nights in summer *, having the ap
pearance of fire, flaming and relapsing around, 
they took for the -lights of Darius' camp, and 
supposed that they had incautiously proceeded 
into the midst of the enenlY's posts. l\{azreus, 
who cOll1marided the road, might at this hour 
have ·struck a great blow. He relnained inactive 
on the enlinence ,vhich he had seized, satisfied 
that he was nO,t attacked. 

Alexander, informed of the panic of his sol
diers, made the signal to halt; and directed 
thenl to pile their arms, an£l take refreshment 
and rest; declaring that their precipitate fear 
was unfounded, the enemy- at a distance. At 
length, recovering courage as a body, they re
sUllled their arms. Alexander, however, deemed 
it proper to relnail1 in· the saIne place, and to 
f.ortify his camp. I 

_48. On the following day, IViazreus, ,vho 
\vith a select division of cavalry occupied a 
height overlooking the ~lacedonian station-it 
might be be~ause his orders were l11ere1y to re

* Summer is here opposed to winter. Petavius and Scaliger cal

culate the battle to have been fought about the first of October. See 

the year, sect. 56, margo 
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connoitre~repaired to Darius. The Macedo
nians succeeded to his post, . nl0re secure· than 
the plain, ahd whence they could vie\v the array 
of the enelny as it proceeded. The mist envelop
iug the humid hills, however, ,vhile' it did not 
preclude a general survey, prevented the 1\face
donians from distingu!shing the separate corps, 
and minutely tracing their dispositions. The 
multitude inundated the plains; notwithstand
ing the distance, of so nlany- thousands the bust
ling hum filled the ears. 

His Inind ,no longer un,vavering, the king
now balanced his o,vn determination against 
the counsel of Pannenio; ,vith consideration, 
admitted too late; for, after advancing so far, 
to return otherwise than as a victor, ,,,ould ex
pose him to destruction. Dissern bling a mo
ment of anxious hesitation, he sent forward the 
111erCenary Preonian horse. His infantry he 
kept divided in t\VO phalanxes, flanking them 
by his cavalry. At length, progressive day dis
sipating the mist, the anny of Darius ,vas dis
tinctly visible: The ~Iacedonians, either from 
c11eerfulness or ilnpatience, as on the point of 
engaging, discharged a po\verful shou t; the 
Persians replied by acclamations, and the 
,voods and valleys contiguous rung ,vith an 

,appalling sound. 
The Macedonians ,vere ',vith difficulty re
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strained fronl rushing to the charge. Alexan... 
der deelned it tuore judicious, retuaining on the 
hill, to fortify his camp. lIe directed an en
trenchUlent: this pronlptly cOlnpleted, he ,vith
dre\v to his tent, whence he could survey the 
111arshalled arnlY of the e~emy., 

CHAP. XIII. 

Preludes to the battle in both armies. The Ma
cedonian order qf hattIe. Ale.l,'ander's address 
to his troops. 

49. HERE, a panorallla of the approaching 
conflict presented itself to Alexander's vie\v. 
Horses, as ,veIl as tuen, habited in superb coats 
of mail; preparations for battle diligent and 
unremitting; generals riding ,vith active zeal 
along the ranks of the Barbarian arnlies-con
nected \vith things of less nl0ment; such as the 
mUrIuurs of the multitude, the neighing of hor
ses, and the flashing of· arnls-disturbed his 
Inind, anxiously revolving plans for the ex
pected action. 

Indecisive, or desirous to sound his officers, 
he sUlnmoned a council, requiringthclll to pro
nounce ,vhat seemed best to be done. Parme
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nio, the Inost accomplished of his generals":. 
" Rather' than a pitched battle, I advise re
" course to stratagcln. In the dead silence of 
" the night the enemy may be o~erwhelmed: 
" for nations so discordant in language, and 
" customs, attacked in their sleep, terrified by 
" unexpected danger and by fonnidable dark
" ness, will plunge tU111ultuously together, un
" able to form. But ,vere the Scythians al1d 
"Bactrians enc.ountered in the day-time, their 
" faces hideou~ly rong-h, th~ir untrimmed ropes 
H of hair, together ,vith their monstrous sta
" ture, Inay scare your soldiers, Dlore, affected 
" by imaginary than by rational causes of fear. 
ce Moreover, in a set battle" our small force 
" ulay be surrounded by so vast a multitude; 
" for ,ve have not to fight in the narro\v de .. 
" files' of Cilicia, but on an open and extended 
" plain." Almost all concurred ,vith Parnlenio. 
And Polyperchon, in a positive tone, 'declared, 
that the victory depended on executing what 
·Parmenio had suggested. The king, fixing his 
eye on Polyperchon, (for Parnlenio, on \vhorn 
he had been uni~tentionally sever~ in the late 
council, he ,vi shed to spare,) then spoke: "To 
" robbers and ,yay-layers belongs darkness; for 
" their ainl is conceahnel1t. But my glory 
" shall not uniformly be diminished-either by 
H the absence' of Darius, or by the streitness 
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" of the field, or by stealing a victory in the 
"night. I am detennined on an ~p~'n attack. 
" I would rather have to Imnent failure, than 
" to be ashatned of success. On the other 
" hand, Iny intelligence states, that the Per
" sians Inount reliefs of guards, and remain 
" under arnlS, so that it were impossible to sur
" prize thenl. For battle, therefore, keep your
" selves prepared." With this charge, he dis~ 
missed them to take refreshmen t. 

50. Darius, conjecturing that the enetny 
were on the point of acting as Parnlenio had 
recommended, gave orders, c'That" the 110rses 
, should stand ready bridled, and a great part 
, of the forces constantly on duty *, and that 
, the nightly watches should be kept ,vith ex
, traordinary c~re.' 'Fires il1ulninated his \vhole 
camp;' and he in person, \vith_ his generals and 
relatives, rode around the divisions which ,vere 
under anns. 'The sun, ,vhonl the Per~ians 
, denominate JJfitllres, and the sacred and eter
, nalfire,' Darius invoked, C to inspire his army 
, ,vith heroistll worthy the exploits and glory 
, of their ancestors.' And he aHinned, 'That, 

• This unusual measure; the gloomy silence, with the anxious 
expectation and fatigue ofa restless night, discouraged and exhausted 

the spirits of the whole army, and infused double terral' into those 

who had witnessed the miserable disasters au the banks of the Gra

Mieus and the Pillarus. 'Gillies, after Arrian. 
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, if human discernll1ent. could read tokens of 
c celestia~ aid, the gods ,vere their allies. They 
, had lately struc~ ,vith a panic the ~.facedoni.. 
cans, who, still oppressed ,vith inlag~nary tel'.... 
, rors, ,vere thro,ving down their arms. The 
, tiIne had arrived when the guardian dei ~ies of 

Persia ,vould punish those maniacs; 'v ho had 
, a leader not their superior in inteIlect,-As 
, ,viId beasts are ,vont, he ,vas so intent on his 
( prey, that he had fallen in to the snare set be.. 
, fore it.' 

In equal solicitude, the Macedonians pass a 
feai-ful night, as though the battle were every 
l)1olnent to begin. Alexander himself, never 
more di11ident of his fortune, sUll1moned Aris
tander to consecrate VO\VS arid prayers. The 
hierophant, habited in ,vhite, bearing in his 
hand sacred herbs, ,vith his head veiled, ad
dressed, jointly"vith the king, propitiating pe .. 
titions to Jove, l\linerva, and the goddess of 
victory. 'Vhen Alexander had finished the rite 
of sacrifice, he retired to his tent, to dedicate 
the relnainder of ,the night to repose. But l1e 
could not sleep;. nor could he intermit the 
anxious ,vorkings of thought. N o 'v, frolll the 
ridge of the hill," he ll1editated to charge the 
right flank of the Persians; no,v to drive, ,vith 
a square front, directly on their centre; no\v to 
lead _his -army obliquely against their left wing. 
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At length 'sleep clos'edhis eyes, heavy ,vith 
mental fatigue. 

51. At the dawn of day, the' officers, repait:: 
ing to his 'tent to receive orders,witnessed witH 
astonishmerit unusual silence :-He had beerl 
'accustomed' to send for, them, sometimes re': 
proving their delay-'No,v; the decisive crisis' 
impending, he ,vas not risen.' Some suspected; 
that he ,vas riot oppressed by sleep, but by fear.' 
None of his guards might presume to e;ntei his 
tent-'although the moment for actio,n was at 
hand;' nor durst the troops take arms; 'orforrit 
into ranks; ,vithout their leader's order. Aftei'" 
.,vaiting long~ Parmenio directed' the soldiers tq 
refresh. Circumstances now requiring tl1eni to 
march' out [of their entrenched position]~ Par-' 
men~o 'at length ,vent into the tent: 'Having 
pronounced the king's name repeatedly,' ,vith":: 
out effect, he a,vakenedhim ,vith his hand: 
" It is broad day, Sir! The ene~y approaches, 
" us, arrayed for battle; ,vhile your soldiers, 
" not under arnls; ,van t your orders. Where 
~, is that vigour, of mind; which was accus'~' 

" tamed to anticipate th(! nlost early?" Alex..;' 
nuder replied: "Do you imagine that I could 
", enjoy repose before 1 had subdued solicit
" ude?" He immediately directed the signal to 
be'made for battle. And ,vhen Partnenio ,vent 
on. t6 express his amazeluent that. tqe. king 

VOL. I, F F 
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could have sl~pt so .securely,-" It is. easily ex.. 
." plained/' said Alexander; "for w'hile Darius 
" was firing the country, razing the viilages, 
,,' and destroying the provisions, t ,vas not 
" master of ~el~enity: but, no,v, ,vhat should I 
" fear, when he offers me battle? He has con
~' summated my wish. But let us postpone 
~'explanation. Meanwhile, 'each of you! repair 
". to your 'p~sts, where I. ~hall be present to 
ce. giv.e you orders." 

Rarely-and then more through theentrea~ 
ties of h~s friends, than the apprehension of 
danger-.did he fortify himself in mail. Having 
put on his armour, he joined the soldiers. They 
had never seen him so cheerful; and, from his 
intrepid countenance, they augured victory. 
Having advanced' out of the levelled ,vorks, the 
king drew up his forces. 

52..On the right flank is stationed an 
ogema * (or . chosen squadron) of horse, com
manded by elitus: to these .,vcre joined . the 
troops of .Philotas, and cavalry under other of
ficers. The inner ,vi.ng of horse ,vas tenninated 
by the troops of lVleleager. N ext in succession, 

,., The same term was sometimes applied to a select battalion of 
foot. Varying witb occasions, agemata sometimes contained soo~ 
sometimes 3000, men.-Plutarch. in Eumene, Diod. lib. xix. Liv. 
lib. iv. 2. and lib. xxxvii. 40. Polyb. lib. v. 6.5. Ptolem. passim; 
and ArriaQ, lib. v. 
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stood the phalanx. Adjoining the phalanx, the 
Argyraspides:l(: were posted~ commanded by Ni.. 
canor the son of Parmenio. To these, the divi .. 
sion. under' Crenos acted as a reserve.-Next; 
,vere ranged the Orestre and 'the Lyncestre. 
Then", the foreign corps commanded by Polyper .. 
chon,' as the deputy of Amyntas t. Philagus 
led the Balacri:l:, who had'recently acceded to 
the alliance. Such was the order of the RIGHT 

WING. [And ,of the CENTRE /I.] On the left 

ill Argyraspides, i. e. "earers of silver shields~ Curtius, agreeing 
with Justin, relates, [iilfra, book VIII. chap', v~ 17.] that Alexander 
armed his soldiers with shields plated with s,ilver. The telID argy
'rl!-spides would appear to be here used by anticipation-unless a. 
small,body had been'so armed from the spoil of the Persians. 

t Amyntas, now 'absent in Macedon, [see ante, p.391.] does 
not return till sometime after the battle.: [See fufra, booky. chap. 
v.6.] 

t If Balacri be aNATIONAL appellative ofa small corp~, the si
tuation of the country which furnished it has not been ascertained. 
Raderus, on the authority of Strabo, states, that' the inhabitants of 
Myc~ne were called tpaAaxpo,~, bald·heads, which in the :Macedo
nian language was changed into BaAaxpo,~. [Balacrois.] This in
genious attempt against the difficulty is open to objections. But 
those who suppose Balacri to be the, name of a regiment derived 
from the officer who embodied or had commanded it, as we say, in 
English, Granby's horse, or the regime'nt of Abe,rcrombie, seem to be 
discountenanced by the words of the context, "acceded to the alii
., ance!' 

II The translator supplies these words, as assisting explanation; 
CUl'tius rarely distinguishes the ceiltre, 'prolonging "the wings till they 
meet. See ante, p, 314, n. As the left wing, bere, consists entire]y 
uf horse1 all tile infantry of the right may be referred to tile Gen~r,~' 

FF~ 
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o~ the atlny, Craterus directed the cavalry of the 
Peloponnesians, the Achaians, and the Locrians ; 
to w'hich ,vere joined a squadron of l\1aliens *i 

On these closed the Thessalian horse" com~ 

manded by Philip. Such was thearrallgement 
of the ltEFT' WING. Alexander, that he 
~ight not be surrounded by the adverse' multi~ 
tude, placed behind his main .-lines 'a strong divi"; 
sion of Illyrians, Greek mercenaries; and light.; 
~rmedThracians, 'in a semicircle, faciflg to the 
rear; other bodies' of reserve-the Agrians, un
der Attalus; and the Creta1;l" archers-strength

, ,J\ ' ' 

ened the wings, facing sideways. ' These provi
sions ,vere made by the Macedonian'leader, that 
if the~ enemy should attempt to turn the army "~ 
he might encounter a prepared opposition. The 
Thracians' had so versatile an order,' that they 
were ready to support the la~t line, or act ,vith 
the van. 'The front ,vas not more fortified: 
than the flanks, nor the flanks bette'r protected 
than the'rear.' 

53. The forces, thus marshalled, 'receivecl 
orders, ' That if the' Barbarians, shou ted on' 
, propelling the armed chariots, the ranks, pre"
~ servi,ilg,silence, ,vere to, open, and to let thelu 
, 'vhirl through, assured that they could inflict

~Probably a force contributed by the city Malieus in Thessaly; 
~'small independent band, distinguisllt!d from the mass of- Thessa .. 
lians. 
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, no tnischief, if unopposed in their career. Bu't 
, if the Barbarians drove forw?-rd these engines 
, without shouting, the soldiers were rtoappal 
'them by acclamations, and launch their 
, darts into the horses, restive with fright.' 
The commanders of the wings ,vere· instructed, 
, So to extend them, as to avoid being turned, 
( without defrauding the centreof its proper 
~ support.' The baggage,. with the captives,: 
including the mother and children of Darius, 
,vere left on a rising ground,at a small dis~ 
tance, under a moderate guard. The left, as at~ 
other times, W"as committed to Parmenio; Alex-' 
ander in person commanded the right. The ar-" 
mies were yet distant beyond the range of a 
dart, ,vhen Bion, a deserter, galloping up to the: 
king, announced, 'That Darius had planted 
, il'on caltrops over the ground ,vhere he ex
, pected the Macedonian horse:' and he de-' 
scribed the place by an accurate mark, that 
they might escape the snare. Having ordered' 
the deserter to be detained, Alexander sum
lnons his generals, and imparting the informa
tion, desires them to apprise, the tnen of the 
danger, and advance by another track. 

As the stunning, complicated din frOln the' 
two armies,. prevented his troops from hearing
in a body, Alexander rode fronl station to sta
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tion, and thus addressed the' captains, and such 
s.oldiers as ~tood llearest. 

54~ ," This is our last conflict. Ho\v many 
" regions have we traversed, looking fonvard 
" to the vict,ory which we are going to achieve !' 
" The river Granicus; the ridges of Cilicia; 
C( Syria alld Egypt conquered by passing 
H through them, are'irresistible incitements to 
" confidence and glory. The Persian fugi-. 
~, tives, overtaken,att~mpt to fight, merely be ... 
q cause they cannot fly. This is the third day 
U that they have stood under their loads of ar.. 
H mour, fixed in the same position, scarcely 
{' surviv.ing their- terrors. What stronger SYlllp.. 
" tom of despair. can they give, than burning 
~'. their cities and fields, thus ackllo\vlepging, 
~, that whatever they cannot destroy Dlust fall 
" into our hands? Their empty names for tribes 
" unkno\vn cannot scare brave Dlen; nor does 
" it concern the decision of the \var, to kno\v 
"who are called Scythians or Cadusians. 0 b""\ 
(' scurity is the lot of the ignoble. Heroes do 
" not dwell in'oblivion. But unwarlike hordes, 
" dragged from their dens, bring into the field 
" nothing but a savage name. To such elni"! 
" nence in manly vir~ue have you arrived, that 
" there is not a spot in the ,vhole earth igno~ 
H n~Q.t of the Macedonians. Observe the ill~ 
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" appointed corps of the Barbarians: Sonle 
" have no ,veapon but a dart; others poise 
" stones in a sling; fe\v of theln have proper 
" arms. There stands t~e greater cro\vd; here, 
" the stronger anny. N or do I call you to ex
" ercise intrepidity, unless you see me, an ex
" anlple to other soldiers, combating in front of 
" the banners. As many ·scars as I gain, I nUffi
" ber so tn'any ornanlents of my body. You 
" ,veIl know, that, contented with a small share 
" of spoil, I expend the re,vards of victory to 
" honour and enrich you. This I have said to 
" the brave. If there are any others here, let 
., them know, that having advanced hither, it 
" is impossible to retreat. Such is the expanse 
" of coun try to be retraced; so multiplied are 
" the rivers and mountains obstructing return; 
" that to our native land and household gods 
" a passage can be cut no othenvise than by the 
~, s\vord~" 
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CHAP. XIV. 

The speech qf Darius to his a1~my. 

55. DARTUS, pO'sted in the left ,ving *, ,vas 
environed by a strong column of chosen horse 
·and foot. He viewed with disdain the small 
numbers of his· antagonist; considering him to 
·have enfeebled his line by the elongation of the 
,vings. Conspicuously seated in his lofty car, 
,vith looks and gesticulations directed to the 
troops on the right and left, he commanded at
tention to his words: " Recently, lords of all' 
" the clinles from the Hellespont to the ocean, 
·'f. we have no\v to fight, not for glory, but for 
," safety; . and, 'what \ve prize above safety, li~ 

." berty'. This day ,villestablish or terminate 
" the largest empire that any age has kno\vn. 
" At the Granicus, an inferior proportion of our 
" forces were engaged: when vanquished in 
" Cilicia, ,ve were covered by Syria, 'and the 
" Euphrates and th~ Tigris serv~d as bulwarks 
" to our dominions - - But if ,ve cannot 
" make a stand here, no pl(lce of retreat l'e:"" 

• This may be reconciled with the accounts of Arrian and Plu~ 
~arch, who place him in the centre. See allte, p. 314, ll. 
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~~ mains; by continued arnlaments, every thing 
!' in our rear is exhausted,-tqe Cities are unin ... 
" habited, the earth is deprived of cultivators. 
~, Our wives and children, who. have followed 
." the levies, are but so many spoils prepared 
.le for the enemy, unless ,ve interpose our bodies 
F' as a rampart before those dearest objects and 
" pledges of affection. On my part, I have 
~, collected an army, such as the largest plains 
." can scarcely contain. I have furnished it 
" ,vith horses and anus, and victualled it abun~ 
~'dantly. Lastly; I have selected a field' of 
" battle ,vhere our whole line l11ay act. The 
~, rest ~epends on yourselves. Dare to 'con
" quer, and you ,vill conquer. The enemy's 
.~~ reputation, a frail ,veapon against deternlined 
.." men, despise. You \have'hi therto feared, as 
~, intrepidity, mere teluerity, ,vhich, ,vhen the 
" first furious fit is exhausted, drops inert, like 
~, an animal that has lost its sting. These spa:' 
~, cious plains expose the scantiness of the ene:' 
" my, ,vhich the Cilician mountains concealed'. 
" You perceive thin ranks, \vire-dra,vn ,vings', 
~" a centre quite drained. .With regard to their 
," last line,-it faces to the rear, in readiness to 
~'fly. Ye gods! were' I barely to send aIuong 
." thenl 111y arnled chariots, they might be tram
.~; eled to death by the horses. All the'victo
~~ ries of the ,var ,viIl be transferred to us, if ,ve 
.~' gain this battle. They have. no place of re:' 
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CC fuge; here the Tigris, there the Euphrates, 
" ba,rs theln in. Their acquisitions will con
" duce to their ruin; a 'heavy booty impedes 
" their operations, ,vhile our army nloves with 
U expeditious fre-edom. Entangled in spoils 
" ,von from us, they Inay be overwhelmed; 
c, and the same thing which will, cause our 
" triumph, ,vill reward it. If the name of a 
" people startles any among you, recollect that 
" the anns, ,vithout the persons, of the l\1acedo
," nians are there; for blood has mutually flow;.. 
If' ed, and the cOlnparative destruction falls 
cc 'more severely, on the less numerous army. 
,~ Ho,vever ....i\lexander may strike the inactive 
cc and the timid, he is but an individual, and, 
" if I can estiInate him, rash and absurd, hi.. 
" therto successful Inore through our irresolu
H tion than his o,vn courage. 'Nothing can be 
" permanent wl1ich is not built on moderation; 
'" and though he appears to prosper, ultimate 
If punishment a\vaits his presumption~ .The 
4' tenor of .all things is subject to sudden vicis
.c situ des, and there is no unmixed felicity. It 
" Inay. be the ,vill of the gods, that the Persian 
~' empire, which a career of su~cess during t\vo 
., hundred and thirty years, elevated to the 
" highest grandeur, should by a mighty shock 
U be chastised rather than ove.rthro,vn, to re
" mind us of human frailty, too seldom advert
.., ed to in prosperity.· It ,vas recently that we 
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" carried ,val' into Greece ;no\v \ve have to re .. 
" sist the invasion of our native land! thus are 
" we tossed by the mutability of fortune; for 
" universal empire, which both parties affect~ 
" eludes the grasp of either. Adlllitting we. 
" cannot hope to recover all, let our extremity~ 
" incapable of aggravation, ailiInate us. .1\fy 
~, mother, my daughters, my son Ochus, heir to 
" these dominions, ,vith several princes of the 
" blood, and your cOllllnanders, equal in dig..; 
" nity to kings, ,vear the conqueror's chains~ 
,~ The greater part of me languishes in capti.. 
" vity, but I have reliance on you. Liberate 
" nly children; restore me. those pledges for 
" ,vhich I am willing to die, nly children, my 
." mother,-for I have lost illy',vife in that pri
"son. Perceive ho,v they all lift up their 
" hands, imploring the aid of our national gods, 
" and calling on your conl1niseration, attach
"'ll1ent, and courage, to release theIll from ser
" vi tude, fetters, and precarious sustenance. 
"Can you believe they contentedly obey 
" \Vll01ll they ,vould disdain to govern? But 
" the enemy approaches, and the closer danger 
" comes, the less \Vhat I have said satisfies llle. 
" By our . guardian dei ties, by the eternal fire 
" carried before us on altars, by the dazzling 
" sun which rises ,vithill the limits of my do
~~ minions, by the iUlnl01tallueluory of .. Cyrus,
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" ,vho transferred the empire from the J.\tIedes 
'.' and Lydians to the Persians; I conjiue you 
" to vindicate our name and nation from the 
~' last disgrace. Full of cheerfulness and con..' 
~'fidence, begin the charge, that you may 
~' transmit the glory received from your ances..; 
" tors. undilninished to posterity., In your 
" right hands, you bear liberty, po,ver, and 
"every future reliance. Whoever despises 
" death, escapes it; the trembling only are cut 
~'off. I ride in a chariot, not lnerely to comply 
u, ,vith anational custom, but to be seen by the 
~, army; and I do nqt restrain you from imitat~ 
" ing me, as I furtlish an example, either of 
Hweakness or bravery." 

CHAP. XV. 

The battle qf Arbela.' 

!J 1 MEANWHILE, Alexander, to avoid the 
ensnaring artifice, disclosed by theolgmp. c~ii. 2~ 

. A. C. 331. deserter, 'tnade a circuit. Further, 
·)Etflt. Alex. 2&. that. he might encounter ~arius,. 

Reg~ ~. who directed the left wing, he 
caused his army to advance obliquely. Da... 
rius, in the same manner, moved to meet hinl ; 
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11aving detached Bessus ,vith tlieMassag~tatl 
horse, to charge in flank Alexander's left wing. 
Thearmecl·chariots, ,vhich preceded Bessusr on 
a signal, were discharged in concert against the 
enemy; driven under a loose rein, that greater 
numbers, taken unprepared, nlight be destroyed 
by the ve loci ty_of the shock,-some \vere. dis
patched by the pikes projecting frOID the poles, 
others \vere mutilated by the sithes fixed later
ally. The Macedonians did not gradually re
cede, but broke their ranks to fly. l\/fazreus; 
also, to increase their consternation, sent round 
a thousand horse to plunder their baggage; and 
he expected that the captives, guarded together 
,vith it, \vould, on the appearance of their 
friends, terlninate their confinement. 

Of this transaction, Parmenio, who COIn~ 

lllanded the left ,ving, 'was apprised; he there
fpre sent Polydanlas in haste to the king, to 
represent the danger, and to receive his orders~, 
~' Return," said Alexander,'" and' tell Parnle
" nio, that if \ve gain the victory, ,ve shall no.~ 
" only recover oU)' own, but. capture. an the ene
~, my's baggage. Therefore, let hiln not \Veakel~ 
" the line, but continl,le fighting n1anfully, and, 
~' ~greeably to the practice of nle and my father 
~' Philip, despise the loss of the baggage." 
. '..lVJeanwhile, the Barbarians \vere pillaging 
~hecamp .. · .1;he prisont:rs, .Jlav.ing brok~~.t1u~if. 
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fetters, and killed the greater part of their 
guards, arnled themselves 'Y,ith ,-v,hatever was at 
hand, and, in conjunction ,yith the cavalry, fell 
upon the Macedonians, w'ho ,vere no\v exposed 
to complicated mischief. Several liberated, ex .. 
'tIlting, acquainte'd Sisygrimbis, that Darius ,vas 
victorious; and that the enenlY, defeated ,vith 
stupendous. slaughter, at length had' lost all 
their spoils: for they concluded, that their 
countrymen, having had every ,yhere equal for .. 
tune, ,vere no,Y, as victors, traversing the field 
for' plunder. N otwithsta'l1ding the liberated 
Persians exhorted Sisygambis to moderate her 
-gl'ief, yet the mourner preserved the same atti .. 
tude as before, nor spoke a ,vord, nor did· hel'; 
lips or countenance change colour: but she sat 
,vithout motion, (I believe fearing that precipi-' 
tate joy might provoke fo~tune,) so that the 
spectators could not form a judgment of her in
clination. 

57. Duri~g these proceedings, A'myntas, a 
field-officer in the lVlacedonian cavalry, either 
by his o\vn act, or by Alexander's order, bl;ought
a fe\v troops to support the party '''ith tIle bag
gage. But unable to sustain the shock of the 
Cadusians and Scythialls, after a short skirmish, 
he repaired to the king, having rather ,vitnessed 
than obstructed the loss of the baggage.. Alex.. 
a.nder's dissatisfaction di~tul'bed his decision; 1~~ 
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he became apprehensive that impatience to l=e. 
gain their property Inigh,t make the soldiers quit 
the line; he therefore detached against theScy. 
thians Aretes ,vith the pikemen denonlinated 
8a1~issopllOl'i *. 

Meanwhile, anlled chariots (\vhich had bro .. 
ken several companies near the beginning of the 
line)· ,vere driven against the phalanx. The 
Macedol1ians, unintimidated, admitted thenl; 
the soldiers which had ,vheeled, stood as a bul
,vark in a double, line, and· with cooperating 
&pears, stabbed in the belly- the horses on each 
side as they rushed on at random: the'nsurroun
ding the arrested machines, . they precipitated to 
the ground those ,vho defended thell1. Such 
,vas the slaughter of horses-and charioteers, that 
the spac.e ,vas .filled up; no longer governable, 
the affrighted aninlals, by reiterated plungings, 
broke the harness, and overturned the vehicles. 
'Vounded horses yoked to horses slain, ,vere too 
,veak to drag fonvard, and too \vild with pain 
and terror to stand still. A fe\v, howey~er, of 
the chariots penetrated to the rear; as many 
ll1en as ,vere struck by thell1 111et a miserable 
death; of the sufferers, notwithstanding the 

• The sarissa, one of the weapons of the Macedon ian phalanx, 
was a pike about twenty-one feet long. See Leland's History of 
Philip, vol. i. p. 82, et seq. edit. 1175. The shorter sarissa, Cal'

ried by SOUle descriptions of cavalry, was a javeliw 
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ground was s tre,ved 'with their dissevered 
limbs, several, feeling little anguish from their 
wounds, while they continued heated~ did not 
resign their 'veapons;: till, through -excessive 
bleeding, they fell down lifeless. 

58.', Aretes', having 'killed the captain of the 
Scythians that ,vere pillaging the baggage; 
pressed severely upon them :-But the Bactri..: 
ans arriving, once more turned the fortune of 
the' :fight j many .l\facedonians' ,vere trodden 
dow'n at the first charge" the, greater partfIed 
back 'to Alexander.. Hereupon' the Persians, 
shouting in the manner ,of . victors, rush fu~ 

riously upon tbe enemy, 'astll()ugh their defeat 
had been universal. Those that had yielded t<1 

fear, Alexander reproved and exho~ted, rene,v" 
ing himself the languishing fight: I-Iaving tInts 
reinvigorated them, he comnlanded diem to re .. 
turn to the attack. 

The Persian right wing ,vas most sleilder in 
that part whence the Bach'ians '*' had been de" 

~ According to sect. 46, ante, the post of the Bnctriansis in the 
left wing: but as,no centre is d~scribed, and as they stood on the 
right extremity of that wing, one of the slightest evolutions required 
in battle, or the transfer to another commander'without a change of 
place, would make them part of the right wing. It is merely justice 
to Curtius to recollect, that the disparity between the two anniesw8a 
not less than ten to a unit; so, that the right and left of the shorter 
lil1e could not correspond directly to the left ~nd right of the longer 
parallel: Either of the Persian wi.ngs might cove~ much more ~round. 
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tached to seize the baggage. Alexander there
fore attacked their defrauded ranks, with slaugh .. 
tering execution. Now the left wing of the ene
my, expecting to enclose Alexander, fell on his 
rear. Committed bet,veen two hostile bodies, his 
peril had been "great, had not the Agrian cavalry 
charged the Barbarians that invested him, and 
forced them" to face about to defend themselves. 
Thus a double front wa,s seen, in "both annies; 
both assailing and assailed on the van and rear. 

The Bactrians, no,v returning ,vith a booty 
of baggage, could not recover their post ; ""the 
-greater part of their squadrons, separating, 
engaged Macedonian corps 'wherever chance 
brought them 'in collision. 

As the ,main-bodies are closing on each 
other, the rival kings inflame the battle. .At 
this time, more of the Persians had been slain; 
the number of the "wounded 'was nearly equal. 
·Darius fought in a car, Alexander on a horse: 
both sovereigns ,vere guarded by select troops, 
\vho ,vould have found their o,vn safety a bur ... 
den, if deprived of their prince, and ,vonld have 
esteemed it glorious to fall in his presence: Those 
nearest the king \vere most involved in danger, 

than the "Macedonian army; and much of each Persian wing must 
1Ulve -beeu disposable to any new station in or out of the line, hnvin~ 

no opponents immediately in front. 

VOI~. I. OCt 



QUINTUS CURTIUS. . Book fY.450 

as ever.y one of the adverse party sought the 
honour of killing him. 

59. Whether it were an optical illusion, or 
.a real appearance, Alexander's guards believed 
t that they saw an eagle hovering over his head; 
unscared by the clashing of arms or the groans 
of dying men, it long appeared to accoinpany 
.their leader; suspended rather than flying. Aris
tander, habited in white, and bearing a laurel in 
his right hand, pointed out to the soldiers, whose 
·attention ,vas absorbed by the fight~ this bird, 
the infallible omen of victory. The drooping 
.\vere animated to high confidence and intrepidi
ty; these received another itnpulse,vhen the cha
rioteer of Darip,s was transfixed with a spear: 
Neitherthel\1acedonians nor the Persians doubt
ed, that it ,vas th~ k~ng who fell. Loud accla
mations and barbarous howlings disturbed both 
lines,: which had .hitherto fought with alnlost 
equal advantage. The corps of relatives and do
mestic guards on the left, in cro,vds deserted th~ 
~ar, which those on the right received into 
the nliddle of their division. Darius, ,vith his 
s,vord ,drawn,. deliberated whether he should 
avoid th~ disgrace of flight by an honourable 
death~ But recollecti~g his conspicuous station, 
he ,vas ashamed t~ aba~don· his army, which had 
not all withdrawn fro~ the ~~~d~ "Vhile hope, 
half extinct, made him pause, the Persians gra ... 
dually yielded, and lost their order. Alexander~ 
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who had tired several c~argers,' fresh moun ted, 
p-ierced the faces of those that opposed him, 'and 
the backs of the flying. "Now the conflict ceased 
-to be succeeded bya nlassacre; and Darius 
turned his cal', as a fugitive. The victors hung 
upon the rear of the route. Clouds of dust ob
structed the vie,v~ The pursuers wandered not 
unlike men in the' dark; rallying occasionally at 
a parole signal. Theslnacking of the reins, with 
which the' charioteer lashed the horses 'ofDa
rius' car, at intervals struck the ear, which was 
all the clue to pursuit. 
" 60. But.of the Macedonian left wing,di. 

rected by Patlnenio, a far different fortune con
troulled the operations. Mazreus, ,vith all his' 
cavalry, in a furious charge, beset the flanks of 

. that wing; and, now, \vith superior numbers, 
began to turn its ,vhole line: when Parmenio 
dispatched horsemen after Alexander; to an... 

nounce his critical situation, and that, unless he 
received speedy succour, he should be forced to 
fly. Alexander had chased the enemy a consi.. 
derable \vay, when" this un,velcome intelligence 
overtook him~· Commanding both horse and 
foot to halt, he exclaimed: "The victory is 
" snatched out of my hands, and Darius is more 
" fortunate flying, than I am pursuing t" 

l\iean,vhile, Mazreus received intimation of 
his sovereign's defeat; \vhich occasioned him" 
though his force was .greater, to press th~ 
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daunted -enemy -less severely. Parmenio was 
Ignorant 'vhy his assailants sunkinto.languor: 
but he seiz-ed the. opportunity;. and riding up 
to the Thessalian horse: "Do you not per
" ceive;" said he, "that those ,vho just- now 
." charged us so fiercely, are halting under the 
" influence of a sudden P'lnic? Doubtless, our 
" king's fortune, conquering for.us~ is.felt here. 
" The field is strewed ,vith slaughtered Per
"sians. ""Vhy are you inert? Are you not a. 
" match fo~ those men preparing to fly?" : 

The probability of ,vhat he said, struck 
thell1, and recalled t1leir firmness. Gallopit~g 

to the ·assaul t, they drove against the enemy, 
,who no longer receded by degrees, but by a 
quick step, so that to cOlnplete their. flight, no
thing ,vai wanting than to turn their. backs. 
As Pannenio was still uninformed what the re
sult of the king's operations ,veFe, he. held his 
men in. Mazreus, allowed time to retreat, re
passed the Tigris, not taking the direct, but a 

circuitous and safer road,: and reached Babylon 
with the remains of. his routed anny. 

61. Darius, ,vith a few' attendants, proceed
ed toward the Lycus: having passed that river, 
he had it in contemplation to break do\vn the 
bridge -.' - But he considered, that sO.many 
thousands of his soldiers, not yet CODle to the 
river, ,vould fall a prey to the enenlY, \vere the 
hf~dge destroyed: he therefore suffered it to 
~. ~ .. 



Chap. Xv. QUINTUS CURTIUS. 453 

stand, declaring, ' That he had. rather furnish 
( a passage to his pursuers, than leave other fu
, gitives destitute of one.' Having tI'ave!sed a 
vast space, he reached l\rbela about midnight. 

-Who can describe, ,vho can imagine so many 
sports of fortune as ,vere ,vitnessed-tbe havock 
made of officers and soldiers; the wild haste of 
the vanquished; the slaughter of individuals; 
the ll1assacre of ,vhole bodies? Into a day were 
compressed occurrences which Inight fill an 
age. Some retreated by the shortest track; 
others sti'uck into ,voods and bye-,vays. 'Vith
out leaders; infantry were intermingled ,vith ca
valry,-the armed with the unal1ned~-the un
touched and effective with the maimed and ex
hausted. But at length sYlupathy yielded to 
terror; and those ,vho could not keep up, ,vere 
abandoned to their o,vn groans. Feverish thirst 
parched the fatigu~d and ,voutided, who flung 
thelnse~:ves dO'Vll in the'ways, greedily drinking 
such ,vater as gurgled along; repeated -draughts 
out of slimy streams, soon produced agonizing 
distensions of the constipated alilnentary canaL 
Savages that overtook them, roused theln from 
a prone posture by fresh ,vounds on their litnbs, 
relaxed and numb. Various fugitives, turning 
aside frolll the nearest brooks, because they were 
preoccupied, drained secluded spots of ,vater; 
nor didshallo,v puddles escape the thirsty strag
glers.Villages bordering on the road resound
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ed with the ,vailirtgs of the aged boors, and of 
women, calling,in rustic ton~s, even 1l0\V, 'on 
Darius as their king. 

62. Alexander," ,vhen he checked his pur.. 
suit, had penetrated to the Lycus. The. brid~;e 
there ,vas choked ,vith an imnlense crowd of the 
flying : but the greater number, as the enenlY 
were pressing on t~em, plunged into the riyer; 
where, enculnbered \vith armour, and \veak 
through fatigue, many' sunk engulfed in the 
whirlpools. Not the bridge only, -but the ford 
,vas too narro\v for them; \vhole divisions 
climbing over each otller\vith headlong impa
tience to '-escape. Consternation makes men 
blind to dangers greater than the. danger which 
tIley seek to avoid. Ale~ander's men requested, 
that they might follo,vand gall the enemy no,Y
retreating unmolested: but the leader s"aid." Our 
U \veapons are gro\vn blunt, our hands tir~d, 
" and our frames exhausted by so long a chase; 
" and, besides, night approaches." In truth, he 
was in pai~ for his left \ving, and detennined to 
move to its support. Soon after he had faced 
about, messengers from Parmenio announced~ 
that his part of the. army ,vas also victorious. 

Alexander had not, during the day, been 
exposed to greater peril than he ,vas on his 
retur~l to th.e camp. The few ,vho attend.. 
e~ him, elated ~vith victory, had left military 
order, for they concluded all t,bat ,vere sur· 
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viving of the enemy to have fled. On a sudden 
appeared a corps of Persian horse, ,vho at first 
halted; then, perceiving the inconsiderable forco 
of the lVlacedonians, they charged them vigor
ously. The king advanced in front of the ban
ners, dissembling the danger rather than despis
ing it. N or did his usual happiness in extre~ 
mities fail hilll; for the Persian commander" 
rushing on hiIn ,vith more ardour than address, 
was transfixed by his spear. ,Alexailder killed 
several others ,vho presented thelnse1ves. His 
Friends likewise fell upon the enenlY, ,yho were 
no,v in disorder. N or did the Persians die un,:" 
avenged, for the nlain arlnies fought not ,vith 
more fury than the divisions thus accidentally 
Ineeting. At length, as twilight supervened, 
preferring retreat to combat, they escaped in se
pm"ate squadrons. The king, having sunnounted 
this extraordinary peril, conducted his men in 
safety to the canlp. 

63. On this day there fell of Persians, whonl 
the victors could enunlerate, forty thousand; 
and of l\facedoni~ns, less than three hundred *. 

· The victory ,vas gained by the hero, unassisted 
by favouring localities, ,vhich had once availed 
him against disparity. He had disposed his ar

. * Arrian marvellously numbers the slain at 300,000 Persians, 

and 100 lVIacedonians; and of these hundred, makes sixty fall ill 

the'last casual rencontre. Diodorus states 90,000 of the Persians 

to have been killed, and 500 of the victors. 
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my skilfully; he fought valiantly. It ,vas an 
act of great ,visdom to disregard the loss of the 
baggage: the paramount object ,vas the battle; 
and ,vhiIe it was in suspense, he acted the con
queror.' He Inade an impression on the adverse 
main-body; he routed it;' and-ahnost incredible 
in so impetuousa spirit--in pursuing it, he con
tsulted prudence, rather than indulged eagerness; 
for had he continued the chase, ,vhile one of his 
divisions remained engaged, he Inight have been 
defeated through his o\vn errQr, or have been in
debted for rescued VIctory to the achievemen't of 
another. Had the returning conqueror been dis
concerted, 'vhen he 111et unexpectedly the host 
of horse, ' he 'must have fled disgracefw.lly, or 
llave perished miserably. 

N either ought his officers to be defrauded of 
their merited praise; ,vhose ,vounds testified 
their bravery. Hephrestion's arm ,vas transfix
ed by a spear; Perdiccas, Crenos, and Menidas, 
,vere almost killed with arrows. If we can esti
mate the Macedonians of that age, ,ve shall pro
nounce the king to have been ,vorthy of his sub
jects, and' them ofAlexander the Great. 

THE END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 

J. Mo;yes, Printer, 34, Shoe Lane, Fleet Street. 



ADDITIONAL NOTES ; VARIED TRANSLATIONS; 

AND ERRATA. 

Ii 

Page 365. Royal Quinquereme.] Mr. Charnock haC) not, in' 
the History c!f Marine Architectw'e, noticed the model~ c011structed 
by General Melvill, with seats and ports in the checker order; it is 
evident, frOIh incidental remarks, that he was not satisfied with theo
ries founded-on that principle; A CONJECTURAL explanation; in all 
i~s parts intelligible, and applicable to gallies of different rates, is, 
however, the utmost now to -be expected; because Zozimus, who 
flourished under the younger Theodosius, testifies, that, in his time, 
triremes, although commemorated byPolybius, had been so long dis
used, that-the mode of constructing -them was unknown. The fol
lowing .theories are derived from the History l!f Marine Architec
ture: not one, perhaps, furnishes a solution, yet all may contribute 
materials for one. The passages within crotchets are thoughts which 
occurred to the translator of Curtius, while endeavouring to under
stand the subject. 

Mr. Charno~k gives th~ first place !o the opi~ion of M. L'Esca. 

lier. 
. All agree to -explode the notion, that a vessel with eisht tiers, 

each extending the el~tire length of the side, or witIl more than" three 
tiers so extending,' could b~ worked; because, in modern _gallies,. 
which h~lVe only one tier, and equal in length a ship of sixty-four 
guns, the oars, though the row ..lock is 3S near the water as possible, 
.are forty-four feet long. . 

. First Objection to a disposition of the seats checkerwise :-If 
oars in two parallel tiers be placed as near as might consist with 
space to work them, it is impossible to gain room for an intermediate 
space by the" checker order; consequently nothing is gained by this 

p~etended discovery. -_ 
[Answer. If the number of oars could not be increased, the tOi' 

~al-impelling power might, because those of the interposed< ports 

VOL. r. " lIH 
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would be larger; and by a scientific distribution, througl,out the sid'e 
of the ship, of oars gradually rising in magnitude and station, the mo
tion of the floating body might be tendered altogether equable.J 

. Second O~ection :-A checkered distribution of the stages is in
compatible with the strength of the vessel, and with the necessary 
communication through the departments of the hull. 

[Anslver. The middle of the hold would be free; ,at the end.,of 
the higher seats for the rowers might be short perpendicular lad

ders.] 
M. VEscalier then notices the opinion, that Biremes were gal

leys'in which two men were employed at each oar, and that in the 
same manner up to Octoremes: the ordinal number of the vessel's 
llame indicated the number of rowers to each port. In oppor,ition 
to this, he states that the galleasses formerly used by the Venetians, 
though in size much inferior to first-rate gallies of the ancients, re,
quired nine men to work each oar. He adds, a stronger refutation, 
that the words Rellwrum ordines et remigum gradus can bear no al
lusion to the number of rowers. 

He then unfolds his own attempt to remove the perplexity. 
The Uniremes had only .one row ofoars, extending between their 

masts, or extending perhaps the entire length of the vessel, like the 
modern feluccas of Barbary. 

The Biremes had a tier between the masts, and a tier abaft the 
mainmast. [Stricture. This can be counted only as one tier, 
unless the second, without ranging over the first, were more elevated 
in the side of the ship, and had oars of a larger size. Remorum OR
DINES, et remigum GRADus,-the objects marked, as ancient wri
ters attest, by the numerical distinction in' gallies,-may reasonably 
be interpreted the RATES l!f the oars, and the STATIONS of the, row
ers. As expressions applied technically have a more extensive 
meaning, than in common acceptation, l use the latter term, regu
lated by the Latin word, for" DEGuEEsofElevation in the stations 
of the rowers."] . 

The Triremes had a tier before the front'mast, . n second between 
~he masts, and a third ,abafe the mainmast. [Stricture. The differ
ence between a,Trireme and an Unireme is thus nominal, unless a 
difference is created by pursuing the principle suggested already.] 

, The Qliadriremes had a tier a-head of the foremast, a tier be
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tween the masts, and two tiers abaft· the main-mast. [Stricture~ 
To place the greater portion of impelling power at the stern,is not 
-countenanced' by practice, experience, or rational theory:' the 
-double tier ofrowers, jfremo.ved to t.he head" would not interfere with 
the soldiers on the platform above.] 

The Quinqueremes had a tier between the masts, two ,tiers a ... 
llead, and two astern. [Stricture. Nominally, five tiers; merely 
a shorter, and a longer tier,unless the ports have, five different ele
vations.] 

The Octoremes had two tiers in the midship, three at the steIl)., 
and three at the stern. [Stricture. :Nominally eight tiers,. if.they 
range in three coincident lines.] 

Mr. Charnock pronounces M. L'Escalier's account to be ingeni
.ous, although far from satisfactory. He affirms, however,.that were 
we to frame, from the best remnants of lI.ntiquity, a description of 
.the Trireme, the table of dimensions would be ridiculous ~-Thus, 
the perpendicular height-measured at the midship-from the upper 
.edge ,of .the side tfil the bottom of the keel, was only siX feet three in
ches; the length from the cumater to the stern, confined to the 
keel, fifty-seven feet ;-inc1uding the' rakes, sixty-five feet: the ex
treme breadth, nine feet.. [Stricture. This table is inconsistent 
wit~ almost every modern theory of the Grecian Tl'lreme :-but 
which is ridiculous?] 

The account by Athenreus of Ptolemy Philopater's vessel, Mr. 
Charnock-styles incredible. It had forty ranks [rates or classes] of 
oars: ,was f9ur hu~dred anc\ twenty-feet long; fifty-seven feet, in its 
1;l'eatest breadth; 6eventy-feet in height from the tafferel to the keel. 
Its four rudders, 9r steering oars, were forty-four feet long.; t,he lar
gest of the impelling oars, fifty-seven feet long. The .erew consisted 
of four thousand rowers, and three ,hundred-<>theraccoun~ state
three thousand sailors. 

Assume, Mr. Charnock proceeds to this effect, that the part of 
,the vessel above the upper row-ports, and the part immersed in wa,. 
;ter, to all,lount together to thirty-six feet,-the upper row-ports 'will 
.then be ,that distance from the water. Assume that forty tiers of 
,oars, within this space, are disposed above each' other; this, gives 
.about eleven inches for each tier,-a final refutation of the notion 

ctlu~t m~lt,ple tier~ wer~ extende.d ~long the sides, an.swering in. ,mUll-:
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ber;to the class of the vessel. But the: upper row ...ports must have 
been. much nearer the water than thirty-six feet, or ail oar' fifty~ 
seven feet long could, work with no -effect. To render the upper oars 
availing, some have conjectured, that they moved with a rotatory 
motioJ.l perpendicular to the vesseJ's side :-J.\ir~ Charnock objects', . 
that, an invention is thus gratuitously. ascribed to the ancients of 
which we do not know the pril).ciple. '[Stricture. He has'not s~a~ 
ted the absurdity, that it is inconsistent with the motion of more than 
one line of oars.] 

Vossius,- quoted at great length ill the Ristot-y of ]}larine Archi

tectfWe, commences a dissertation on the position- and management 
of the rowers, by observing, that the coins of the ancients afford little 
illustration of the figures of either the Trireme or the Libuma; be
cause they seldom represent more than one tier of oars; and this is 
ascribed rather to t~e smallness of the coin, than the truth of the piC'
ture. On a coin, ,however, of the emperor Gordiatl" two tiers are . 
very cOIispicuous. The Trajan column" andothel' relics of antiquity, 
present proofs ofthree tiers ofoarS placed obliquely above eachothel'. 

, Vossius adopts the opinion of Pollux, a Greek writer in the reign of 
Commodus, that no _vessel had more than seven tiers of oars. 

To discover how many benches- of oars were in a ship of the lar;. 
gest rate, and how many rowers could conveniently sit on each,: let 
us take, proposes Vossius, fifty-seven feet, the greatest' recoIded 
1ength of an oar. The best informed respe'cting ancient naval tac
tics appear to consider, that one third of the oar's length was required 
within board, giving nineteen feet from the fulcrum to the end of the 
handle. In modern gallies, the following il? the arrangement. Ifse
venteen spans 'of oar be within board, 'ten spans nearest the end are 
allotted to the rower.s, and seven spans thence to th.e row-port are 
left vacant"as labour is of small effect liearthe fulcrum. Hesychius, 
explaining the term E7l'Ta7l'6~e~, used by lfomer for a. seat seven feet 
in length, containing five rowers, adds, that such a s~at requireo the 
handle of tb{? Oar, to be twelve feet frem the row-port. 1n modern 
gallies, the space allotted to each rower is about eighteen inches. In 
the lower tiers, a'S the oar decreased: in' size, so decreased the dis:
tance of the handle from the fulcrum, and the number of men'requi.. 
red to work it. In' the first der an oar occupied one In~n; in the se
cond, t,,:o men; ,the~ third, four; the fourth, six; tbe fifth, -eight-; 
the sixth and scY~nth, each ten men. ' . 
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. Vossius supposes the seats of the rowers In the same tier to have 
be'en seven feet distant fr~m those at the next oar; the second tier, 
about two feet above the fir.st, and the benches two feet four inches 
more advanced; the third tier about four feet above the first, and 
four feet eight inches more advanced; . thus, benches between which 
two tiers intervened ranged in a perpendicular right line. [Stricture. 
The vibration of the handles of the long upper oars would sweep 

above seven feet: the additional space would be afforded, as the 
men stood to work these, if every gang dipped and pulled back in 
concert: yet to prevent an accident to one deranging the others; 
perhaps the distance between the ports ought'to be fourteen fl,~t.] 

The oars of t~e seventh tier, Vossius supposes, were worked 
above the transtra, or transoms, beams running across the vessel, 
and projecting a considerable way from the 'sides. In the deck laid 
over the transoms was an aperture larger than the modern hatchway. 
The deck stretche~ beyond the side, as far as .the- transoms, ,vhich 
were sup'ported by brackets. The row-ports of the seventh tier, 
were at the edg~ of the external deck; and, by a: declination" given 
t~ this deck, Vossius supposes, that they were not higher from the 
water than those of the sixth tier, or than about thirteen feet six 

inches. The men in the upper,tiers stood to work the oars. . 
The sides of modern gallies rake upward in an angle of nearly 

45- degrees: . this fact countenances the supposition, that the sides of 
aIicient gallies bad the' same construction; a construction which 
would facilitate the working of multiple tiers of oars [and' l)y in
creasing the space withi':1 board upward, would pennit the internal 
ends of the benches'. to range in a perpelldiclilar line]. 

l\Ieib~nius describes the Roinan Triremes,' before an alteration 
made in them by Julius Cresar, to have been one hundred and 
five feet long, and eleven broad; the Quadrjremes~ one liundred 
and twenty-five feet long, and thirteen broad: The Hexereme, fmOl 
the deck to the lower edge of the keel, to have measured nine feet; 
the Octoreme eleven. 

[The reader has now before him an epitome of General Mel
viWs checkered dispo5ition' of the row-ports; the oblique order of 

Vossius; the hypothesis of L'Escalier; and a sufficient notice of the 
'theory which explainS" t"ile class of an ancient vessel by 'the number 

Df l11cn stationed at enchont ;-w"ith someauthenti.c m~asul'emerit<;; 
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of ancient gallies. 'perhaps the termination remes merely imported 
that the vessel was navigated by rowing; and the prefixes, Uni-Bi 
-Tri, &c. indicated the rat~ beginning, contrary to the series in 
classing modem ships, at thelo\vest. Thus the Trireme might have 
but QDe tier of ports, two degrees higher in the side than the U ni. 
reme... The.admission of two entire, or three entire, rows of ports, 
with varieties of elevation, and a gradual augmentation in the size of 
tIle oars, might competently explain all the intermeqfate and largest 
rates; and perhaps such a distribution of the .seats as General Mel
:vill has suggested, is a resource unnecessary below the SeptiremoJt 
and .hat 9fYossius beio~ the Decereme.] 

VARIED TRANSLATIONS • 

. Pa. 419, l. 23.] I Three thousand talents of gold.. 

A conjectural reading to make it uniform ""'ith p. 421, 1.4. 

Pa. 425, t. 12.] Arbelitre. 

That is, Inhabitants of the district of Arbela. The Translator 
proposes to substitute this for Bdittt, of which a satisfactory expIa
tion call scarcely be given. 

Pa. 435, l. 7.J Balacrus directed the Phrygianr? 
Wll0 had recently acceded to the alliance • 

.4 conjectural emendation of Freinshemius. 

CORRIGENDA~ 

Pa. 43, l. 6. Tentllousand talents-£2,250,OOO.] 
One thousand talents, £225,000. 
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Pa. 45, I. 16. Cappadocia .?] It may be reason .. 
able to assent to the opinion, that the passage in Justin 
upon which this is founded, is corrupted • 

. Pa. 245, t. penult. Ptolemy. ] Ptolemy, a subal
tern in tke body-guard? I t is evident that he should 
be distinguished from the son of Philip, and from the 
son of Seleucus mentioned p. 321, note. Arrian, 
i. 23, states that he was of the body-guard. The same 
author, vi. 28, represents the original number of tbe 
body-guards to have been seven. The Translator sup
poses, tbat tbere were seven, and afterward eight com
panies of body-guards, and that the eight distinguished 
leaders mentioned in Arrian, vi. 28, as the only body
guards, were captains of that illustrious corps-See 
INDEX, l.lIacedonian Army. 

Pa• .256, l. 15.] Three years afterwards, when 
the conspirators with Philotas were executed, he was 
arraigned and precipitately killed, on account of the 
affinity of his crime. 

ERRATA. 

xxxiv, 20·.··.·.·· .. ·· .Polynreus-Polyrenus. 
153, ~ .••••••••••••• from havillg--'for having. 
198, 3 •• • ••••••••••• Lybia- ' Lydia. 
207, 1 S ••••••••••••••Thessalonians-Thessalians. 
30S, 2d note· •••••••••Syria Assyria. 
395, 2, and note, () .•••Trogdolytes--Troglodytes. 
444, 16···· ••••.• ·••· S. 51- S.56. 
452, 16 •••••••••••••• nlithing wa~notbin~ lllore was. 
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