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PRESIDENT GARFIELD once aid: "I feel a profounder reverence for a boy 
than a man. I never met a ragged boy on the street without feeling I owed 
him a salute, for I know not "'hat possibilities may be buttoned up under his 

shabby coat." 

* * 
The immortal Abraham Lincoln "'as a notable exemplar of the "alue of thrjft of 

time. We can picture him trudging- forty miles to borrow a grammar. We can see 
h im prone before the pine fire at night after a hard day's work log·cutting, reading 
and re-reading the statutes of Indiana, the only book he owned, or learning to write 
and figure with a piece of charcoal on the back of a wooden shovel, as he had no 
paper or ink. 

Another example of what a boy can do who does not waste time is that of a 
Milwaukee man, Nels Anton Chri tensen recently appointed by the United States gov­
ernment, through Secretary of the ::\lavy Daniels on the inventors' staff of the new 
United States Naval Board, which includes the greate t inventi\-e minds in the nation. 
B orn in Denmark, Nels Christensen's school day ended at J4 years. After that he 
worked in a machine shop days, and attended a technical school in the evenings. From 
his savings he defrayed the expense of a cour e at the Copenhagen Technique Institute, 
f rom which he was graduated at 21. Previous to that he attained national prominence 
as an engineer, having designed, when ]9 years old, the Danish lighthouse at H ans­
t holme, one of the largest in the ",orld. During the three year he spent on an English 
steamer engaged in Mediterranean trade he learned enough English to ,ecure a po itiou 



with an Engli h manufacturing concern. ince coming to the United ta te he has 
invented many compressed airbrake tarter for railroad , aeroplanes and fire engines
that have brought him world·wide fame. 

* * * 
It wa Glad tone who aid in a talk to boy: "You may be sure that every one 

of you ha his place and avocation on this ear th, and that it rests with himself to find 
it. Do not believe those who too lightly say that nothing succeeds like success. Effort­
hone t, manful, humble effort-succeed by it reflected action, especially in youth, better 
than success, which, indeed, too easily and too early gained, not seldom serves--like win­
ning fir , t throw in dice-to blind and stupefy. Get knowledge-all you can. Be th.or­
ough in all you do, and remember though ignorance may often be innocent, pretensIOn 
i often despicable. But you, like men be strong. and ro:erci e your strength. Work 
onward and work upward, and your labor will be crowned with success." 

.. * * 
Choo_e then. a "calling" for which your own abilities mo t fit you; pare no 

pain to make !'ourself rna tel' of your work; and succeed you must. et a ide a sum, 
no matter how _mall, from each week' pay. Keep strict account of your income and 
elo:penditure. Xe"er buy anything until you have the money earned to pay for it. 
Have something ahead for an emergenc!'; do not Jive from on~ day to another; and 
remember always that the boys who drift become the failures; the boys who study, 
think, work, are honest, and save, always attain the top. For thrift and honesty will 
procure what wealth, fame, or knowledge cannot without it-happiness. 

* * * 
The boy who spends two hour each evening lounging idly on the street corner 

wastes, in a year, 730 preciou hour, or more than 0 working day a year, which, if 
applied to study, would familiarize him with the rudinlents of almost any of the familiar 
sciences. If, in addition to wasting an hour or two each evening in just loafing. he 
spends a dime for a smoke, which is usuall.r the case, the amount that i more tha.n 
wasted would pay for one or more of the leading periodicals each month, 01' would 
purcha e the nucleus of a good student ' library. 

Boys, think over these things. Think of how much time and money you are now 
wasting, and for whaU The gratification afforded by loafing on the corner, or a 
smoke, is only temporary, and is positivel~' hurtful to the boy or young man. You 
acquire idle ancl wasteful habits '"hich will cling to you with each succeeding year. You 
may in after life phake them off. but the probabilities are that the habit formed in 
early life will remain with you alway. 

* * * 
What use do the boys and girl of the country make of their long vacation' 

In Spokane Washiugton, no time ~'as lost in earning money, as far as the Pl1pils 
of the NOlth Central High chool were concerned, and the results were truly amazing. 
The statistical report of lUi Ida May Wil on, head of the vocational department of 
one of the Spokane high schools, hows that 65 per cent of the boys attending the high 
school worked during the sununer. They earned a total of $4,247.45. Boys and girl8 
together earned a total of $33,0 3.35. It was found that girls had a lesser earning 
power than the boys. The eniol' girls earned on an average of ouly $50.50, in comparison 
with $102.66 by the boys of the same class. The average earned by the girls gradually 
decreased by classes, each class earning les than the class above. The freshmen held 
the lowest average, each girl worker earning on an average of $24.81. The average 
earnings of all the boys and all the girl was $64.62, while the average earning power 
of the boys was $72. 2, and of the girls 36.62. The total number of boys who 
worked during "acation wa .96, and the girls 116, the boys working in mines, mills 
ancI factories. 

* * * 
Thomas Edison began to save before he began to invent. The succe sful magazine 

editor, Edward Bok, started aving on a salary of 50 cents a week. Grover Cleveland'. 
wages for his first year of work totaled 50. Garfield could not have become president 
had he not saved early in life. Horace Greeley and Cooper founded their careen 
on saving. 

* * * 
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. Ex-Governor. Ferris o~ :llichi~a~, now a college pre ident. a life-long ad,-ocare of 
thrift,. tells of hi~ own thrifty traiill1l.g: "In m~ youth if I had a toy. I made it, and 
made It not to SUIt myself alone but It bad to SUIt my father a weU. Hi examination 
of my wo~k and hi in.sisten~e that I sho~ld Pll:t the best there wa in me even into my 
toys, put Into my back a spIne and sufficIent lime to last a lifetime. 

":r'here is nothing more important in the life of a boy today than to get the habit 
of thrift. The waste of a nickel i as important as the wa te of $] 0 000. When I 
was a boy, if I wanted a nickel I earned it. After I had earned the ni~kel I was not 
allowed to waste it. That was a part of my bringing up. It helped in the building
af my manhood. 

'~Every day in the week the governor of a state receives letters from men in pri. on, 
pleading for work. The~e men want work so that they will not lose their mind. They 
mu t have work if their half-formed desire for reformation is to be fo teredo If work 
i the salvation of men in prison, why should not boys and men outside the bar be 
taught to work~ For the indu trious and thrifty boy is not criminal in his tendencies." 

• • * 
A Russian immigrant lad came to this country three years ago-ignorant of our 

language and customs. He located in Milwaukee and was thrifty of his time and 
saving of the money he earned in a shoe factory. He work in the factory days and 
studies law at night. Recently he won a prize from a magazine for an article on how 
he earned his first one hundred dollars. This hows the remaI·k.1,ble advancement he has 
made in three years by being thrifty. Boys like this humble Rus ian shoemaker-who 
finds so many opportunities in this :ilien land-and the American boys who work their 
way through college, will continue to be the rocks on which our country will re t. 

* * * 
Almost any thrifty, ambitious young man can make his own opPoI·tmIity. An 

Oklahoma lad, brought up in a home of small means, determined to go to hi state 
university. While attending high school he earned his books and clothe in the unInler 
by cutting cockleburs for the neighboring farmers. After leaving high school, pe 
taught school for six months, and in tead of spending his earning -$200-he saved 
them. During the entire four year at the university he did his own cooking, took 
care of a furnace for his room rent, and did janitor work in the college library. 

This young man is just one of many ambitious, energetic youths who save eyery 
minute of their time to earn money which they do not spend foolishly. With this they 
buy an education that will enable them to earn mOTe money. They are obliged to learn 
the lessons of thrift so thoroughly that, in afteT life they become soli.d, conservative 
citizens. 

* * * 
Sir Walter Raleigh gave some excellent advice along this line some three centuries 

ago, which is no less timely today, when he said: ' 'Use thy youth so that thou maye t 
have comfort to remember it when it hath forsaken thee, and not sicrh and grieve at 
the account thereof; use it as the springtime which soon departeth and wherein thou 
oughtest to plant and sow all provision for a long and happy life. ' 

* • • 
A few years ago a wreck on one of the raill'oads co t the company $250,000. The 

presideDt sent around word that if each employe would save five cents' worth of 
material a day, or do five cents' worth of extra work in a day, the $250,000 would be 
made good in a year. 

'{'he Pennsylania Railroad requires that every nut anc1 bolt be repaired an 1 use] 
again when possible, and the cotton waste used in wiping engines is clean ed and used 
again for packing journals. 

* * * 
John D. Rockefeller the organizer of the. tandarc1 Oil Company, ba made more 

money than, probably, any other man of his day. He has more than he him elf, it i 
said, can keep account of. He .is rated as a bill.ionaire. Yet. a . we all know, he began 
his business career as a clerk In a small town In the rural section of New York. He 
practiced economy and w~s not. ashamed to do so. ~~ theory is that on.e can only be 
ready for the opportunitJes which come to the ambItious and hard·workIng, when the 
habits of thrift and prudence in spending have been cultivated. 

Ml-. Rockefeller still has the little memorandum book that he kept when he was 
a poor clerk, in which he kept account of every penny that he spen and thus knew 
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ju t II hat wa' going out. For. like other men who e wealth ha been ama ed 
little lJ, little, he realized that what goe out is a greater factor in accumnlating 
money than what come in. 

It i very much ea ier to make than to ave money. ~-early everyone makes money 
be it much or little, but tho e who make little think only tho e who make much ca~ 
save. Now anyone can ave if he will. The trouble is a dime looks so small. It is 
only ten pennies or ten cent, and ten cent i almo t nothing. It is hardly mis ed. 
Yet one little ten·cent piece aved every day for ten days means a dollar, and each 
dollar et to earning for you, the earlier in life the better, will urprise you at the 
end of a period of time by it industry. 

A. good way to create the saving habit is to determine to save a dime e\'er\' day­
even a nickel or a cent, in the ca e of a very small pay envelope. Make alllio,t any 
sacrifice to save the urn you have et out to save. Or another rather enticing form 
of thrift is to save every dime you get, or every nickel, or every penny-no matter 
how many you get in a day. You will soon have a dollar, then ten dollars anrl finally 
it will get to be a hundred dollar, and you will feel quite a capitalist. By this time 
you will have journeyed far on the way to thrift and you will find it not a hard road. 
Be sure of one thinO': You will never have anything unless you save something. 

* * * 
Thrift was the keynote of ucce s in the life of the late James J. Hill. lIe was 

one of the country's most consistent exponent of thrift, one of the greate t c.'l:emplars 
of what thi virtue, combined with energy and high purpose, can do. He pl'eached 
always that the man who cannot save money will be a failure; that though he may 
han; education, talent and ability, without thrifty habits he cannot succeed. 

The great railroad builder began to save even before he had vi ion of the won. 
derful agricultural and indu trial empire he was to create. 

From the day he arrived in t. Paul from Canada after working his wa)' there, 
and received for his fir~t day's pay $].25, he began to ave. He taught that the 
dollar that is worth more than any other dollar in the world to you is the first dollar 
you save, and that the earlier that start is made the sooner you will be able to meet 
t he great opportunity that comes at some time to every man. 

One of Mr. Hill '8 axioms was that pro perit:v not ba eel on econom:v and thrift is 
t ransient, because one cannot be extravagant today, and e"1)ect to become a safe con­
sel'vator of energy and wealth tomorrow. 

He let it be known that he did not place a high value on the man who could not 
sa'Ve, for he believed that to save mean ability to deny and contl'ol one's self; when 
you are master of yourself, you will be able to ma tel' other~, and with 1l10ne:v thus at 
hand, you will be able to eize opportunity wben it comes along. One of his favorite 
,ayings was: "Opportunity comps sometime disgui ed and surrounded by hard work 
aild lldverse circumstance ." 

* * 
" ave, young man and become respectable and respected." said Benjamin Frank· 

lin. "It is the quickest and UTe t way." To finel out whether the e ,,-ord are true 
or not, begin to saye. A per on will be a~tonish ed at bow much he will grow in his 
own self·esteem, and bis attitude of self-re pect will compel respect from other. Select 
some solid citizen of your neighborhood who i known to have made and sa'-ed money. 
Observe the assurance with which he walks the streets and the confidence with which 
he meets people; also how he is looked·up-to by other. Truly Benjamin Franklin 
spoke wisely. 

* * * 
Down in Athens, Georgia, a graphie picture of thrift and enterprise was presented 

the past summer at the opening of the hort COUT e of the tate College of Agriculture 
when ~OO boys and girls-and orne grizzled men-enrolled. These boys and girls won 
their , holar,hips in the tate ollege in their corn club. canning club and pig club 
contests. They worked hard and ince santly to win the e cholar hips, and who will say 
they will not make better citizens thereby' 

We see the. e e'Vidences of the thrift of time looming up in all parts of. tbe country. 
In edar Rapid, Iowa. the total enrollment of pnpil for the winter night chool classes 
munbers 760 the largest night school in the state. The age of the pupils in these 
eyening cIa , I' vary from 14 to 72 years. all worker, boys. girJ~ and old per ons, shop 
girl~, laborers and mill hand, high school and college graclnates. all Feeldng to take 
up se;me practical study. 
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